
In an indication of the 
strong anti-incumbency 
and anger that many of its 

MLAs are facing in Gujarat, 
the BJP while announcing 
160 candidates for Gujarat 
on Thursday morning, de-
cided to drop a staggering 38 
sitting MLAs which included 
outgoing Assembly Speaker 
Nimaben Acharya, Cabinet 
Ministers Pradip Parmar, 
Rajendra Trivedi, Bhupendra 
Singh Chudasama, Pardeep 
Singh Jadeja, Nitin Patel and 
former CM Vijay Rupani.

Many of these leaders had 
announced before the ticket 
list was made public that 

they had ‘opted out’ of the 
election. However, it was 
more a case of the party giv-
ing them a graceful exit as 
they had become hugely un-
popular in their respective 
constituencies. The BJP has 
been in power in the state for 
27 years now.

The 160 list includes as 
many as 14 female, 13 SC can-
didates and 24 ST candidates. 
No Muslim candidate was 
given a ticket in the first list. 
Sixty nine sitting MLAs were 
given the renomination.

Those who have found a 
place in the list include sev-
en Congress turncoats that 
includes Patidar agitation 
leader Hardik Patel. Riva Ba 

BJP MAKES GENERATIONAL SHIFT IN 
GUJARAT, DROPS 38 SITTING MLAS 

National heartbreak 

England’s skipper Jos Buttler shakes hands with India’s 
Suryakumar Yadav after beating India by 10 wickets 

during the Semi-Final match of ICC Mens T20 World Cup 
2022, at Adelaide Oval, in Adelaide on Thursday.  ANI
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MULTILATERAL FORUM FROM MAINPURI 
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COIMBATORE BOMB BLAST 

ACCIDENT IN MADURAI

FATEFUL

Agony in Adelaide: 
England thrash India 
out of World Cup 

Information war has 
potential to threaten 
political stability: Rajnath 

PM to visit Indonesia for 
G20 Summit next week

GUINEA NAVY DETAINS 16 INDIAN SAILORS: 
FAMILIES APPEAL TO GOVT FOR SAFE RETURN

KERALA DROPS GOVERNOR AS 
CHANCELLOR OF UNIVERSITY

EIGHT INDIANS DEAD IN FIRE 
INCIDENT IN MALDIVES

NIA arrests 6 after 
day-long raids in 45 
locations in Tamil Nadu

FIVE KILLED IN 
FIRECRACKER 
EXPLOSION

At a time when the entire 
India and its supporters all 
over the world was expect-
ing another nail-biting clash 
with Pakistan in the final on 
Sunday, a determined Eng-
land on Thursday poured 
cold water into the tempo 

as it outsmart India in a 
one-sided game in the semis. 
That ended India’s long 
and excruciating wait for a 

‘World Cup’ title. 
England’s two openers 

practically single-handedly 
finished India’s journey for 
this world cup with an em-

Union Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh on Thursday 
said that the gap between 
internal and external secu-
rity was getting narrower 
and new dimensions of 
the security threats are 
emerging that are becom-
ing increasingly difficult to 
classify. 

Addressing the convo-
cation of the National 
Defence College in Delhi, 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh expressed his con-
cern over what he termed 

“non-kinetic” and “non-
contact” warfare. “We 
are facing such security 
threats, which fall into the 

category of non-kinetic and 
non-contact warfare. Cyber 
warfare and information 
warfare are such security 
threats. The vulnerability 
of critical infrastructure to 
cyber-attacks has become a 
big concern. Critical infra-
structure like power gen-
eration and distribution 
is increasingly becoming 
more complex and reliant 
on networks of connected 
devices,” said Rajnath 
Singh. 

Singh noted that the ener-
gy sector is one of the main 
targets of cyber-attacks 
along with transport pub-
lic sector services, telecom-
munications and critical 
manufacturing industries. 

BIDEN TO MEET XI 
JINPING IN BALI 
ON SIDELINES  
OF G20
WASHINGTON: US 
President Joe Biden and 
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping will meet in Bali, 
Indonesia next week, the 
White House announced 
on Thursday. “President 
Biden will meet with 
President Xi Jinping of 
the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC) in Bali, 
Indonesia on November 
14, 2022,” the White 
House Press Secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre said 
in a statement. “The 
Leaders will discuss 
efforts to maintain and 
deepen lines of com-
munication between the 
United States and the 
PRC, responsibly man-
age competition, and 
work together where our 
interests align, espe-
cially on transnational 
challenges that affect 
the international com-
munity,” the statement 
added.

EC PROHIBITS 
EXIT-POLL 
PROJECTS FOR HP, 
GUJARAT
NEW DELHI: The Elec-
tion Commission of India 
(ECI) on Thursday issued 
a notification pertaining 
to curbing the broad-
cast and publication of 
exit-poll projections for 
poll-bound Himachal 
Pradesh and Gujarat. 
Himachal will go to polls 
on 12 November while 
Gujarat, which is the 
native state of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
will vote in two phases 
on 1 and 8 December. 
The poll panel issued a 
notification on Thursday 
prohibiting the publica-
tion of exit-poll projec-
tions in any print and 
electronic media will be 
prohibited from 8 am on 
November 12 and 5 pm 
on December 5. 

LIGHT TO 
MODERATE RAIN 
PREDICTED IN 
NORTH INDIA
NEW DELHI: Regional 
Weather Forecasting 
Centre (RWFC) Delhi on 
Thursday morning pre-
dicted light to moderate 
intensity rain over adjoin-
ing areas of many cities in-
cluding Panipat, Gannaur 
(Haryana) Baraut, Bagpat, 
Nandgaon, Iglas, Barsana, 
Raya, Hathras, Mathura, 
Jalesar, Sadabad (UP) 
during the next two 
hours. “10/11/2022: 06:45 
IST; Light to moderate 
intensity rain would occur 
over and adjoining areas of 
isolated places of Panipat, 
Gannaur (Haryana) Baraut, 
Bagpat, Nandgaon, Iglas, 
Barsana, Raya, Hathras, 
Mathura, Jalesar, Sad-
abad (U.P.) during next 2 
hours,” RWFC Delhi said 
in a tweet.

TOP OF THE DAY

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is set to visit Bali, Indo-
nesia next week to attend the 
17th G20 Summit. The Prime 
Minister is undertaking the 
visit at the invitation of Indo-
nesia President Joko Widodo. 

“Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi will be visiting Bali, Indo-
nesia from November 14-16 to 

attend the 17th G20 Summit at 
the invitation of the President 
of Indonesia, Mr Joko Widodo,” 
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said in a statement. 

During the Bali Summit, 
G20 leaders will deliberate 
extensively upon key issues 
of global concern under the 
Summit theme of “Recover 
Together, Recover Stronger”. 

“Three working sessions 
will be held as part of the 

G20 Summit Agenda - food 
and energy security; health; 
and digital transforma-
tion,” the statement added. 
At the Summit’s closing session, 
President Widodo will sym-
bolically hand over the G20 
Presidency to Prime Minister 
Modi. India will formally as-
sume the G20 Presidency from 
1 December. 

On the sidelines of the Sum-
mit, Prime Minister Modi will 

The family members of 16 
Indian sailors, who were 
detained by the Guinea Navy, 
have expressed concern 
about their safety and have 
appealed to the government 
for their safe return. 

The Indian sailors have 
been detained for over 90 
days, and the families have 
demanded an immediate 

release of the sailors. Harsh-
vardhan Savche, a resident 
of Vadodara, is among the 
16 Indian crew of the ship 
detained by the Navy of 
Equatorial Guinea - a coun-
try located on the west coast 
of Africa. 

As per the wife of Harsh-
vardhan, Sneha Savche, “the 
Nigerian Navy took posses-
sion of his ship due to some 
technical reasons while he 
was on the way to the port of 

Nigeria for loading. He has 
been held hostage for the 
last three months.” Harsh-
vardhan’s wife also said 
that he had also sent a video 
from the ship in the hostage 
situation. 

Harshvardhan’s family is 
concerned about the safety 
of everyone as the seized 
ship has been illegally towed 
to Nigeria where they will 
be arrested. Harshvardhan’s 
wife is pleading with the 

Government of India to get 
her husband released and 
help him to get back safely. 

Earlier, in a video mes-
sage shared on Wednesday, 
the Chief Officer from MT 
Heroic Idun said that they 

“will be forcefully taken by 
arranging the tug boats”. 
The sailors have urged the 
Indian government to “save” 
them. 
“We have got the info that 

Opening up another front 
with the Governor Arif 
Mohammad Khan, Kerala 
government on Thursday 
amended the rules of Kerala 
Kalamandalam deemed uni-
versity to remove the gover-
nor as its chan-

cellor. Kerala government 
said that the position would 
now be filled with an eminent 
person from the field of art 
and culture.

Issuing an order, the gov-
ernment said that it is amend-
ing the rules and regulations 
of the deemed university of 
art and culture. The state 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Thursday 
arrested six persons in con-
nection with the Coimbatore 
bomb blast case. The arrests 
were made after the NIA 

conducted searches at 43 
locations across Tamil Nadu 
and one location in Kerala. 
The NIA officials also seized 
digital devices and incrimi-
nating documents from 
these spots. 

The searches were made 
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Eight Indians were among 
the 11 people who died in a 
fire incident at a garage in M. 
Nirufehige in Maldives, early 
Thursday. 

Police received reports 
regarding the incident at 
12:17 am (local time) while 
Maldives National Defence 

Force (MNDF) was informed 
regarding the incident at 
around 12:30 am (local 
time). Fire and Rescue teams 
reached the spot by 12:33 am 
(local time) and the fire was 
completely contained by 4:34 
am (local time). The cause of 
the fire is still not known. 

According to authorities, 11 
people died in the fire inci-

160 names announced 

Many seniors have ‘opted out’

The Samajwadi Party (SP) 
on Thursday fielded Dimple 
Yadav, former MP and wife 
of party chief Akhilesh Ya-
dav, as its candidate for the 
Mainpuri Lok Sabha con-
stituency. 

The seat was vacant after 
the death of party founder 
Mulayam Singh Yadav. “The 
party declares Dimple Yadav 

AKHILESH’S WIFE 
DIMPLE YADAV TO 
CONTEST BYPOLL

As many as five people were 
killed in an explosion that oc-
curred in a private firecracker 
factory near Usilambatti 
in Madurai today, said the 
Superintendent of Police, 
Madurai. 

Investigators say the unit 
had licence to manufacture 
crackers. Another police of-
ficer on the ground added, 
“The mortal remains are 
dismembered. Such was the 
impact.”

The police said a prelimi-
nary probe revealed that the 
fire broke out when the work-
ers were engaged in mixing 
highly inflammable chemicals 
for making fancy varieties of 
crackers and this triggered a 
series of explosions. 
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AFTER ATTACK, 
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decision for safety

misuse of power? 

in the capital money laundering case

new life in uttar pradesh

gujarat polls

Highlighting that “One Na-
tion, One Election” is for the 
legislature to decide, Chief 
Election Commissioner Ra-
jiv Kumar on Wednesday 
noted that the commission 
can handle the decision ad-
ministratively.

“This definitely involves a 
whole lot of logistics and a 
whole lot of disruption, but 
this is in the legislative re-
gime, so this is for the legis-
lature to decide,” Kumar said. 
“It is not within the commis-
sion’s remit and mandate,” 
he added, “but if it absolutely 
does it, and we have conveyed 
our position that administra-
tively the commission can 
handle it... but it is in the leg-
islative regime.”

Earlier this year, former 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sushil Chandra, in an 
exclusive interview with ANI 
had said that One Nation One 
Election is a good suggestion, 
but this will need a change in 
the Constitution and it is to be 
decided in Parliament.

“According to the Constitu-
tion, all the elections should 
be held simultaneously. The 
parliament elections that are 
held since independence, all 
three of them are simultane-

ous elections. It is only later 
that sometimes the Assembly 
was dissolved, sometimes 
parliament, which disturbed 
the schedule. One Nation One 
Election is a good suggestion 
but this needs a change in 
the constitution,” Chandra 
had said.

“An assembly which will 
not be able to complete the 
5-year term in the Assem-
bly will have to think about 
whether we can abolish it 
under the Constitution or we 
need to increase the tenure 
of parliament for simultane-
ous election in the country, 
he said.

Chandra further added 
that it is to be decided in Par-
liament that should we take 
half of the assembly together 
and the next time take the 
other half together, it is to be 
decided in parliament, but 
the election commission is 
fully prepared and the elec-
tion commission is capable 
of holding all the elections si-
multaneously and is ready to 
elect it only once in 5 years,” 
he added.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has, on multiple occa-
sions, pitched for the ‘One Na-
tion, One Election’ including 
in his sixth address to the na-
tion on August 15, 2019 from 
the ramparts of Red Fort.

The world-famous tigress, 
T-39 Noor of Ranthambore, 
surprised everyone by be-
coming a mother at the last 
stage of her life. Experts be-
lieve that the chances of be-
coming the mother of an aged 
tigress are slim. There have 
been a few reports from Ran-
thambore and other national 
parks of tigresses becoming 
mothers at the age of 15. Prior 
to this, in Ranthambore, the 
tigress named Machli gave 
birth to three cubs at the age 
of 13. Tigress T-39 is known 
as Noor in Ranthambore. 
This tigress has become a 
mother five times so far. 
The tigress T-39 is about 16 
years old now. She is one of 
the most beautiful tigresses 
in Ranthambore. And that’s 
how the tigress T-39 got the 

name “Noor.” The territory of 
the tigress is in zone number 
one of Ranthambore, cur-
rently. Generally, the age limit 
of a tigress is expected to be 
15 to 16 years, during which 
she gives birth to cubs until 
the age of 10 or maximum 
12 years. Due to hormonal 
changes in a growing body, a 
tigress is usually not capable 
of giving birth after the age of 
12. But Noor, from Rantham-
bore, has astonished every-
one by becoming a mother at 
the age of 15.

According to forest depart-
ment officials, tigress T39 
Noor has become a mother 
five times so far. Tigress 
T39 Noor is the daughter of 
Tigress T-13. Tigress T-39 
gave birth to Sultan when 
she became a mother for 
the first time. In the second 
instance, tigress T-39 gave 
birth to two cubs, Kalu and 

Dholu. The third time she 
gave birth to two more cubs, 
but they could not survive. 
The tigress Noor gave birth 
to three tigresses in the 
fourth time: Noori, Sultana, 
and T-106, with T-106 being 
sent to Mukundra.And about 
four months ago, the tigress 
gave birth to two cubs at the 
age of 15. The tigress was not 
even able to feed the two cubs 
for many days due to her old 
age. At present, this tigress is 

seen roaming around alone. 
Her cubs have not been seen 
by anyone for a long time. 
Therefore, it is believed that 
they are no longer alive. Ran-
thambore’s tigress T-39 Noor 
is the only tigress in the world 
who, in the year 2016, took 
the Tiger T-57 heads-on, just 
to save her children. Often 
the tigresses are not present 
where the tigers are, but T-39 
clashed with T-57 for the sake 
of her affection for her cubs. 

She had driven the tiger T-57 
away from her territory to 
save her cubs, Kalu and Dho-
lu, all by herself.

Ranthambore’s ACF (Assis-
tant Conservator of Forests), 
Manas Singh, said that this 
is the first case of such an old 
tigress becoming a mother in 
Ranthambore in recent years. 
It has been observed that 
usually, the tigresses become 
mothers at the age of 10 to 12 
years, but this is an exception 
in the case of Noor. As per 
available information, be-
fore this, the tigress Machli, 
known as the Queen of Ran-
thambore, gave birth to three 
female cubs in 2011 at the age 
of 13. Machli gave birth to T-17 
Sundari, T-18, and T-19. Out 
of which, T-17 Sundari died, 
whereas T-18 was sent to Sa-
riska. T-19, Krishna’s territo-
ry, at the moment, falls under 
Zone 4 of Ranthambore.

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has given a ticket to 
Kantilal Amrutiya, who 
jumped into the river to save 
the lives of people in the re-
cent Morbi bridge tragedy, 
for the upcoming Gujarat 
Assembly elections.

Amrutiya has been fielded 
from the Morbi constitu-
ency. The BJP on Thursday 
released its first list of 160 
candidates for the upcoming 
Gujarat Assembly election.

Addressing a joint press 
conference, Union Ministers 
Mansukh Mandviya, Bhu-
pender Yadav and State BJP 
Chief CR Paatil announced 
the names of the candidates.

“PM Narendra Modi has 
said that I am fighting to 
break my own record, and 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
will fulfil their intention, and 

they will win Gujarat with 
the maximum number of 
seats,” CR Paatil said.

Amrutiya, who was the 
former MLA from Morbi, 
jumped into the river after 
wearing a life tube without 
caring for his life.

Reportedly, he saved the 
lives of some people after a 
recent bridge collapse in-
cident. It is being told that 
earlier his name was not in 
the candidates’ list but he got 
the reward for the courage he 
showed during the accident.

The current MLA of Morbi, 
Brijesh Merja, the cabinet 
minister in Gujarat has been 
dropped. At least 135 people 
were killed after a British-era 
cable bridge collapsed on the 
Machchhu River in Morbi on 
30 October.

The mishap had also trig-
gered a political storm with 
the Opposition parties tar-
geting the ruling BJP.

‘One Nation, One Election’ 
is for legislature to decide, 
says CEC Rajiv Kumar

2 girls travelling from 
Kanpur missing found under 
mysterious circumstances 

at the last stage of her slug-age, the tigress t39 
of ranthambore becomes a mother 

BJP fields former MLA 
who jumped into river to 
save lives in Morbi incident
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ahead of polls

Ahead of the Gujarat 
Assembly polls, 
Bharatiya Janata 

Party state president CR 
Patil on Thursday exuded 
confidence in the party win-
ning the election with the 
maximum number of seats 
and said that the people of 
Gujarat are happy with the 
work done in the state un-
der the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

“PM Narendra Modi 
has said that I am fighting 
to break my own record, 
Bharatiya Janata Party will 
fulfil their promises, will 
win Gujarat with the maxi-
mum number of seats. This 
time, the people of Gujarat 
are saying that Modi ji’s 
hard work and our trust 
will take Gujarat further,” 

said BJP state president CR 
Patil in an interview with 
the press. Patil said that the 
names of the candidates 
have been discussed thor-
oughly, all the facts have 
been seen, and after going 
to every booth and discuss-
ing with the workers, a list 
has been made. A good re-
sult is expected given the 
support.

“This time more women 
have been given the respon-
sibility than before. There is 
a possibility of more women 
members joining the party 
for the other 22 seats,” he 
said.

Lauding the efforts of the 
BJP for giving chance to the 
youth he said that people 
want the youth to come 
forward, BJP has been giv-
ing chance to not only the 
youth but also women.

“It is a very good thing 

that youth will get a chance, 
people want that this time 
the youth should be given a 
chance, the women should 
be given a chance. Bharatiya 
Janata Party gives a chance 
to the youth and women 
and the backward society, 
the small societies have also 
been given a chance,” he 
added.

Talking about the impact 
of the Morbi bridge col-
lapse incident on BJP in the 
upcoming elections he said 
that the Morbi incident will 
have a positive impact be-
cause the government took 
prompt action.

“The soldiers of the mili-
tary were sent there for the 
rescue work. Chief Minister 
and Home Minister reached 
the spot and stayed there 
for 24 hours, the whole 
system was at work, all the 
workers of the Bharatiya 

Janata Party jumped into 
the river there and they did 
the rescue work. People of 
Morbi also saw it and ap-
preciated it, so there is a 
positive atmosphere there,” 
he claimed.

BJP State President CR 
Patil further added that the 
Morbi Bridge was not built 
during the tenure of the BJP 
government, but was built 
150 years ago and was oper-
ated by third-party people. 
Therefore, the people in 
Morbi have faith and be-
lieve in the party.

Talking about PM Modi’s 
slogan “We made this Guja-
rat”, he said that people are 
getting involved in it.

He further added that the 
“Mai Khush Hu” campaign 
has been started in Gujarat.

“The way the law and or-
der is under control, the 
girls who go to college are 
safe. Farmers say that Nar-
mada water came to our 
farms so “Mai Khush Hu”. 
The campaign has been 
spread through social me-
dia and various other medi-
ums,” he said.

we will win with max number of 
seats: bjp gujarat president
TDG NeTwork
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top of the day

indian railways 
accomplishes 
82% 
electrification 
NEW DELHI: The Indian 
Railways (IR) on Thurs-
day said it achieved 
1,223 route kilometres 
(RKMs) of electrification 
till October during the 
financial year 2022-23 
(FY23), against 895 RKMs 
during the corresponding 
period of FY2021-22. It 
said electrification grew 
36.64 per cent more than 
the previous year figures of 
the corresponding period. 
Indian Railways embarked 
upon an ambitious plan of 
electrification of its com-
plete broad-gauge network 
which would not only result 
in better fuel energy usage 
resulting in increased 
throughput, reduced fuel 
expenditure but also sav-
ings in precious foreign 
exchange, according to 
the ministry of railways 
statement.

nmc to release 
notification 
on the national 
exit test soon
NEW DELHI: The Na-
tional Medical Commission 
(NMC) is likely to release a 
notification on the National 
Exit Test (NExT), official 
sources told ANI. It is a 
crucial decision that has 
been taken up by the 
government on the NExT. 
The exam is scheduled to 
be conducted in December 
next year. Official sources 
with the Union Health 
Ministry confirmed the 
development and said 
that a decision on the 
same was taken after a 
high-level meeting held in 
Union Health Ministry with 
senior health officials on 
Thursday. 

hundreds 
of children 
became ill after 
eating a mid-day 
meal
BHAGALPUR: In a tragic 
incident reported from Ma-
haddatpur village of Navga-
chia Block of Bhagalpur 
district, hundreds of 
children fell ill after eating 
mid-day meal in Mahad-
datpu Middle School.  After 
the incident, there was to-
tal chaos in the school.  As 
the information about the 
incident spread, the family 
members started reach-
ing the school.  The sick 
children were immediately 
rushed to the Navagachia 
Sub-Divisional Hospital in 
the presence of the local 
police for treatment.  The 
relatives have accused the 
school administration of 
being negligent, making 
serious allegations and 
demanded action. 

passenger 
held with gold 
worth over 
 rs 69 lakh at  
igi airport
LUCKNOW: The Customs 
officials at Indira Gandhi 
International Airport in 
Delhi arrested a passen-
ger with gold worth over 
Rs 69 lakh concealed in a 
mixer on Thursday. Joint 
Commissioner of Customs, 
Praveen Kumar Bali, in a 
statement, informed that 
on the basis of intelligence 
developed by the airport 
customs officials preven-
tive at IGI airport have 
booked a case of smug-
gling of gold by one Indian 
passenger .

Jailed conman Sukesh Chan-
drashekhar has written a 
series of letters to Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor VK Sax-
ena complaining about Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal and Minister Satyendar 
Jain.

The latest letter, released by 
Sukesh’s lawyer AK Singh and 
dated 9 November, claimed 
that he has received “constant 
threats” and pressure to with-
draw complaints filed before 
the LG office against the Aam 
Aadmi Party, Satyendar Jain, 
Arvind Kejriwal, and Kailash 
Gehlot. Sukesh’s lawyer, in the 

letter, sought the transfer of 
the conman and his wife, who 
are lodged in Tihar Jail in the 
national capital, to any other 
jail across the country (away 
from control of DG and Delhi 
Prisons) “to ensure safety of 
their lives and limbs”.

“My client (Sukesh Chan-
drashekhar) has received 
constant threats and pressure 
to withdraw complaints filed 
before the Lieutenant Gover-
nor office against Aam Aadmi 
Party, Satyendar Jain, Arvind 
Kejriwal & Kailash Gehlot and 
also to retract from disclosure 
statements given to the EOW 
and ED during the investiga-
tion of the above-said case,” 
Singh wrote.

Conman Sukesh writes to 
L-G, seeks transfer to any 
other jail across country

has sisodia illegally requested documents 
related to the liquor scam ?

bjp releases 
‘vachan patra’ 
for mcd 
elections

delhi court reserves 
order on bail plea of 
jacqueline fernandez

Two girls, Sarabjeet Kaur and 
Taranjeet Kaur, who were 
travelling from Kanpur on a 
roadways bus on their way 
back home, went missing on 
9 November evening, accord-
ing to their family members. 
Police claim to have located 
the girls in a mall in Bareilly.

After their disappearance, 
their last location was tracked 
by the police in Ajgain vil-
lage in the Unnav district in 
U.P., after which their mobile 
phones were switched off. 
Relatives had registered a case 
of kidnapping at the Krishna 
Nagar police station, where 
they had gone into protest 
against the police authorities 
as they accused the police of 
not taking any action.

DCP Central Aparna Rajat 
Kaushik told reporters that a 

police team has been set up to 
look for the girls after register-
ing a case on the complaint of 
the relatives. Pritam Palan, a 
resident of Sector-D of Krish-
na Nagar, has filed a complaint 
as the father of these two girls, 
Sarabjeet and Taranjeet Kaur, 
who have been missing since 
last November 9. Expressing 
concern about the incident, 
Pritam Pal Singh, the father 
of both the daughters, has de-
manded that the police take 
appropriate action and also 
disclosed that in the video 
sent by his daughters, the 
bus seemed to be completely 
vacant, and he fears that they 
have met a mishap.

After a vigorous search was 
carried out for the girls, the 
police claimed that they had 
located the girls in Bareilly. 
The police have brought the 
girls to the Ijjat Nagar Thana 
very discreetly.

A Delhi court on Thursday 
reserved its order on the 
bail plea of Bollywood actor 
Jacqueline Fernandes in an 
alleged Rs 200 crore money 
laundering case involving con-
man Sukesh Chandrashekar. 
Special judge Shailendra 
Malik reserved the order on 
the bail plea of Jacqueline 
Fernandes after hearing the 
submissions of lawyers of 
both parties. The court has 
listed the matter for hearing 
arguments on charges in the 
matter on November 24 and 
25.

The Court also raise ques-

tions, “Why the agency did 
not arrested her during the 
investigation?

Jacquline’s Counsel senior 
advocates Siddharth Agarwal 
and Prashant Patil submitted 
that the actor cooperated with 
the investigation and her state-
ment was recovered five times. 
They also submitted that she 
was not arrested during the 
investigation and a supple-
mentary chargesheet has been 
filed and she is also a woman. 
This proposition ought not to 
be altered by the court. It was 
also argued that she was not 
aware that the gifts she re-
ceived were out of proceeds of 
crime. In these circumstances, 
she is entitled to bail.

5 ministers and assembly speaker replaced
•	 Rajendra	Trivedi	(Ravpura),	Cabinet	Minister

•	 Pradeep	Parmar	(Asarwa),	Cabinet	Minister

•	 Brijesh	Merja	(Morbi),	Minister	of	State

•	 Arvind	Raiyani	(Rajkot	East),	Minister	of	State

•	 Raghavbhai	Makwana	(Mahuva),	Minister	of	State

•	 Nimaben	Acharya	(Lohana),	Speaker	of	the	Assembly

The Delhi Bharatiya Janata 
Party has issued a promis-
sory note (Vachan Patra) for 
the Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration elections.

The BJP has promised to 
provide flats to the slum 
dwellers and clean tap wa-
ter to every household in the 
slums. Earlier, it was report-
ed that the party released its 
manifesto, but the party has 
called it a “vachan patra.”

MCD elections will be held 
on December 4 while the 
counting of votes will be 
done on December 7.

On the occasion of releas-
ing the promissory note, 
Delhi BJP state president 
Adesh Gupta took a swipe 
at the Aam Admi Party 
(AAP) and said, “Every 
house should get tap water 
but Arvind Kejriwal has no 
interest to provide that facil-
ity to the people of the city 
because he has built a nexus 
with the tanker mafia.”

“On one side there is 
the Kejriwal government 
which has been lying by 
making false promises,” he 
further said adding that the 
party will fulfill this prom-
ise also.

Despite being the kingpin and main 
accused, mentioned at No. 1 in the on-
going investigations in the liquor scam 
by the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI), Enforcement Directorate (ED), 
EOW, and Income Tax, Delhi’s Deputy 
CM, Manish Sisodia tried to blatantly 
misuse his official position to obtain 
papers connected with the scam from 

the Excise Department. In doing so, 
he misused his powers as a minister, 
provided through the Transaction of 
Business Rules, 1993 of GNCTD, to call 
for papers.

He directed his OSD to write to the 
Excise Commissioner and ask for “pho-
tocopies and scanned copies (in a pen 
drive) of files and documents related to 
the formation of Excise Policy 2021–22 
and related tender documents imme-
diately.”

This note sent to the Excise Com-
missioner on September 30, 2022, 
demanded the very files, papers, and 
documents that are under scrutiny 
and investigation by agencies. The Ex-
cise Department, which had handed 
over the files to the CBI and their cop-
ies to ED for the ongoing investigations, 
sought the permission of the Finance 
Department, which in turn asked the 
Law Department of GNCTD, if the pa-
pers could be given to Sisodia.
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TOP OF THE DAY

3 DEAD IN BUS 
COLLISION IN 
J-K’S SAMBA 
DISTRICT
SAMBA: Three people 
including a 13-year-old 
girl were killed and 17 
others were injured after 
two buses collided in the 
Samba district of Jammu 
and Kashmir on Wednes-
day evening. The accident 
happened at the Jammu-
Pathankot National High-
way. Among the injured, at 
least seven people have 
received multiple injuries. 

“17 injured, 3 including a 
13-year-old girl killed. At 
least 7 have been referred 
to other hospitals as they 
received multiple injuries,” 
said Dr Bharat Bhushan, 
Samba district hospital 
Medical officer.   

2 STUDENTS 
INJURED AFTER 
GROUPS CLASH  
IN JNU
NEW DELHI: Two students 
injured in a fight between 
two student groups of JNU 
in Delhi.  It is alleged that 
outside students were 
alsocalled up.  The PCR van 
received a call at around 
5pm that students are 
fighting among each other 
in JNU near Narmada hos-
tel. According to the police, 
the situation is normal, but 
a video of the fight between 
the two groupshas become 
fiercely viral. Police said no 
complaint has been filed 
and no arrest/detention has 
been made so far. Claims 
that the fight was over a 
personal issue between 
two male students.

ARMY BUST 
TERROR FUNDING 
AND RECRUITMENT 
MODULE 
KUPWARA:  Jammu and 
Kashmir Police in a joint 
operation along with the 
Indian Army busted a terror 
funding and recruitment 
module running in North 
Kashmir’s Kupwara district 
and arrested six terrorists, 
officials said on Thursday. 
On Wednesday, Kupwara 
Police conducted a joint op-
eration along with Army’s 
21 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) and 
47 RR and busted a terror 
funding and recruitment 
module in the Kupwara 
district and arrested six 
people. “5 pistols, 10 maga-
zines, 49 pistol ammunition, 
2 grenades and one IED 
recovered,” police said.

HC DIRECTS CBI TO 
LOCATE  GODMAN 
BABA VIRENDER 
DEV
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Thursday 
directed the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) to 
take steps for locating the 
whereabouts of self-styled 
godman Baba Virendra Dev 
Dixit and file a report within 
four weeks. The bench also 
pulled up the agency for 
failure in finding Virender 
Dev for the last five years. 
This matter pertains to 
an Ashram in Rohini that 
housed several women. 
The agency submitted 
before the bench of chief 
justice Satish Chandra 
Sharma and Subramonium 
Prasad that the godman 
must have escaped to 
Nepal. The bench granted 
time to the agency to file a 
status report. The matter 
has been posted for 23 
November.

Dengue cases are on the 
rise in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Ghaziabad district, also 
a part of the National 
Capital Region (NCR), as 
the number of dengue pa-
tients has crossed 600.

However, no deaths in 
the district have been 
reported due to dengue, 
which is spread to people 
through the bite of infect-
ed Aedes mosquitoes. The 
district medical officials 
are aware of the situation.

Ghaziabad Assistant 
Chief Medical Officer 
Rakesh Gupta said, “Beds 
have been reserved for 
dengue patients in gov-
ernment as well as pri-
vate hospitals to meet any 

eventuality.”
Most of the dengue cases 

have been reported from 
urban areas. Especially 
those who have been di-
agnosed with dengue but 
commute to Delhi almost 
daily for work and other 
routine tasks.

Dengue patients have 
b e e n  f o u n d  i n  a n d 
around Kaushambi, In-
dirapuram, Vaishali, and 
Vasundhara, areas from 

where a significant num-
ber of people daily go to 
Delhi.

Municipal Corporation 
and the health depart-
ment are on alert in the ar-
eas adjoining the national 
capital, as the majority of 
dengue patients have been 
found in these areas.

Tests are being conduct-
ed in these areas, and 10 to 
12 dengue cases have been 
found daily for the last 
few days, the officials said.

However, dengue cases 
have not been found so 
far in a cluster.

The number of dengue 
patients in the district 
could be much higher, as 
several people infected 
with the disease have not 
sought treatment at gov-
ernment hospitals.

HEALTH

Dengue cases on the 
rise in Ghaziabad
TDG NETWORK
GHAZIABAD 

Bollywood celebrities Rakhi 
Sawant and Sherlyn Chopra 
have filed FIRs against each 
other for using objectionable 
language, according to the po-
lice on Wednesday.

The Mumbai Police said that 
upon the complaint of Chopra, 
an FIR was registered against 
Rakhi Sawant and advocate 

Falguni Brahmbhatt. “FIR 
registered against actress 
Rakhi Sawant & adv Falguni 
Brahmbhatt under multiple 
sections of IPC & IT Act on the 
complaint of an actress. The 
complainant alleges that the 2 
showed an objectionable video 
of her during a press confer-
ence and used objectionable 
language,” Mumbai Police 
said. On the other hand, Ra-
khi Sawant filed a case against 

actor Sherlyn Chopra at Mum-
bai’s Oshiwara police station.

Rakhi Sawant said, Sherlyn 
in her video accused her of 
changing boyfriends.

Rakhi told the police that 
Sherlyn Chopra had upload-
ed a video on YouTube and 
Instagram on November 6, 
2022, in which Sherlyn had 
made objectionable remarks 
against her and used abusive 
language.

IN UTTARAKHAND

Rakhi Sawant, Sherlyn Chopra 
file cases against each other 
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Dairy farming has emerged as 
one of the potential sectors to 
generate employment in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, especially in 
rural areas.

After August 5, 2019, when 
the Center announced its de-
cision to abrogate J-K’s special 
status and bifurcate it into 
two Union Territories, the 

government has encouraged 
the youngsters in hilly areas 
to take up dairy farming to 
earn their livelihoods. Jammu 
and Kashmir is an agrarian 
region; the agriculture sec-
tor contributes 16.18% to the 
UT’s GDP, of which the dairy 
sector constitutes more than 
one-third. The region offers 
huge scope for the promotion 
of the dairy sector, and the 
government is exploring that 

potential.
Nearly 80 per cent of the J-K 

population lives in rural areas 
and about 60 per cent of the 
revenue is generated by the 
agriculture and animal hus-
bandry sector.

Dairy farming during the 
past three years has emerged 
as a potential source of addi-
tional income for people liv-
ing in rural areas.

The government has given 

a flip to it by introducing sev-
eral schemes aimed at help-
ing and uplifting marginal-
ized farmers. For setting up a 
dairy unit with five cows the 
government provides a male 
entrepreneur with a subsidy 
of Rs 1.75 lakhs, while female 
and SC and ST entrepreneurs 
get Rs 2 lakh subsidy for set-
ting up a dairy farm with five 
cows. One can even avail sub-
sidy for multiple farms.

 NEW ERA 

DAIRY FARMING OPENS NEW EMPLOYMENT AVENUES, 
MAKES YOUTH SELF-RELIANT IN JAMMU & KASHMIR 
TDG NETWORK   
SRINAGAR

IN THE COURTS
SUPREME COURT AGREES 
TO HEAR GYANVAPI MOSQUE 
CASE ON 11 NOVEMBER 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court agreed on 
Thursday to hear on Friday at 3 p.m. a plea 
related to the protection of ‘Shivling’ dis-
covered at the Gyanvapi mosque complex in 
Varanasi. A bench comprising Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud and Justices Hima 
Kohli and JB Pardiwala said it will convene 
to hear the case. “We will constitute a bench 
for hearing tomorrow at 3 p.m. itself,” the 
apex court said. On 17 May, the SC issued 
an interim order directing that protection of 
the area where the ‘Shivling’ was found and 
granting access to Muslims for namaz con-
tinue in operation till the maintainability of 
the suit is decided by the Varanasi court and 
thereafter for eight weeks to enable parties 
to pursue legal remedies. Advocate Vishnu 
Shankar Jain, appearing for Hindu parties, 
mentioned the matter before the apex court, 
seeking an extension of the interim order 
protecting “Shivling.” Jain said the interim 
order expires on November 12 and needs to 
be extended. 

SC DECLINES URGENT 
HEARING OF PLEA SEEKING 
TO CURB AIR POLLUTION
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on 
Thursday declined an urgent hearing of a 
plea seeking measures for worsening air 
pollution in Delhi-NCR and a complete 
ban on stubble burning. A bench of Chief 
Justice of India DY Chandrachud and 
Justices Hima Kohli and JB Pardiwala 
refused an urgent hearing of the matter, 
saying these are not issues strictly falling 
under the purview of the judiciary. “So will 
the ban help it? Some issues courts can 
investigate, while others cannot because 
they are not judicially amenable,” the 
bench said, before asking, “Can it enforce 
this against every farmer in Punjab and 
Uttar Pradesh?” The observations of the 
bench came when advocate Shashank 
Shekhar Jha mentioned his plea for an 
urgent hearing. Earlier a different bench 
had posted the matter for hearing on 
November 10. The plea sought direction 
to summon the chief secretaries of Delhi, 
Punjab, Haryana, and UP.

The Economic Offences Unit 
(EOU) raided the residence 
and office of Assistant In-
spector General Prashant 
Kumar of Tirhut division on 
Thursday, in Muzaffarpur, 
Siwan, and Patna districts 
of Bihar.

A case was registered 
against Kumar by Patna’s 
Special Vigilance Unit on 9 
November, for possession of 
disproportionate assets.

“The Special Vigilance 
Unit, Patna, has registered 
a case against Prashant 
Kumar presently Assistant 
Inspector General (Regis-
tration), Tirhut Pramandal, 
Muzaffarpur u/S 13(1)(b) 
r/w 13(2) r/w 12 of PC. Act 
1988 (as amended 2018) on 
09.11.2022 for possession of 
Disproportionate Assets,” 
said Special Vigilance Unit 

in a statement.
According to the agency, he 

has properties, both movable 
and immovable, worth Rs 
2,06,80,7851.

“He while holding different 
posts as a public servant in 
Govt. of Bihar as Sub-Regis-
trar and Registrar amassed 
huge assets illicitly and 
intentionally to the extent 
of Rs 2,06,80,7851 approx. 
which is said to be dispro-
portionate to his known legal 
sources of income and which 
he is unlikely to account for 
satisfactorily. The said prop-
erties both movable and im-
movable have been created 
in Patna and elsewhere,” it 
said. “Searches are being 
conducted today at the of-
fice and residential prem-
ises of the accused at Patna, 
Muzaffarpur and Siwan on 
the strength of a search war-
rant issued by the Ld. Court 
of Special Judge Vigilance, 

Patna. Further report will 
follow,” it added.

Further details are awaited.
Earlier in October, the Spe-

cial Vigilance Unit conduct-
ed raids at the residence of 
Purnea’s Superintendent of 
Police (SP), Daya Shankar.

The searches were held 
in connection to his alleged 
possession of disproportion-
ate assets, worth almost 71 
lakhs.

The raids by several de-
partments were also simul-
taneously conducted at the 
residence of another officer 
of the police department, 
Sanjay Singh who had 
served as a Sub-Inspector 
at many police stations in 
Purnea.

Special Vigilance Unit has 
registered a case under sev-
eral sections of the Preven-
tion to the Corruption Act 
(PC) and the Indian Penal 
Code against Daya Shankar.

 IN BIHAR

ECONOMIC OFFENCES UNIT RAIDS 
COP’S PREMISES IN 3 DISTRICTS 
TDG NETWORK
MUZAFFARPUR

To strengthen the rail net-
work in the northeastern 
region of the country, Indian 
Railways has planned to lay 
railway tracks right up to the 
China border in Arunachal 
Pradesh, all state capitals, as 
well as connecting neighbor-
ing Bhutan.

Indian Railways will con-
struct railway lines from Bha-
lukpong to Tawang along the 
China border and Silapathar 
to Along via Bame, which 
once ready will have strategic 
importance because it will 
connect the border areas in 
the shortest time.

According to the Railway 
Ministry, the final location 

survey of these new railway 
projects in Arunachal Pradesh 
is in full swing.

Sabyasachi De, Chief Public 
Relations Officer (CPRO) of 
Northeast Frontier Railway, 
told the press that the NF 
Railway has planned to con-
struct a few more new railway 
projects in the northeastern 
region, including Arunachal 
Pradesh.

“We have planned to con-
struct a new railway line from 
Bhalukpong to Tawang, Si-
lapathar to Along via Bame 
and extend the railway line 
from Murkongselek to Pa-
sighat,” Sabyasachi De said.

De further said that apart 
from these, it is planning to 
construct a second railway 
line from Lanka to Chandra-

nathpur in Assam which will 
be the bypass in the hill sec-
tion of the Dima Hasao district 
of Assam.

Notably, railway tracks in 
some portion of Dima Hasao 
got uprooted due to floods and 
landslides earlier this year, 
which have been repaired on a 
war footing and are now fully 
functional.

Railways also plan to con-
nect neighbouring Bhutan.

“We have planned to connect 
Bhutan through railway and 
the new railway line will be 
from Kokrajhar (in Assam) to 
Gelephu in Bhutan. This new 
railway line will be around 58 
km long,” Sabyasachi De said.

The NF Railway CPRO said 
that the construction works 
of many railway projects are 

going on in the region and 
the total quantum of these 
projects is worth around Rs 
1.15 lakh crore -- the scope of 
these projects ranges from 
new lines, doubling, station 
development, electrification.

“The capital connectiv-
ity projects are going on in 
full swing and we are go-
ing to connect the capitals of 
Mizoram and Manipur. In the 
coming one year, we might 
get connected to the capitals 
of Nagaland and Sikkim. Two 
main lines to Guwahati that is 
New Bongaigaon-Rangia-Ka-
makhya, and New Bongaiga-
on-Goalpara-Kamakhya are 
getting double. We have also 
done electrification, we are 
going beyond Guwahati now,” 
De said.

TDG NETWORK 
GUWAHATI

DEVELOPMENT

Railways expansion plans in Northeast 
include laying tracks till China border

Two alleged Bangladeshi 
cattle smugglers were shot 
dead by the BSF in Kaimari, 
Coochbehar, West Bengal, 
on Wednesday after they ad-
opted an “aggressive posture” 
in their attempt to “smuggle 
cattle heads,”  despite repeat-
ed verbal warnings, accord-
ing to an official release from 
the BSF.

According to the statement, 
the smugglers resorted to 
abusing and stone-pelting 
the BSF troops. According to 
a BSF statement, “on Novem-
ber 9, 2022, alert, BSF troops 
deployed on the Indo-Bangla-
desh international border ob-
served suspicious movement 
of 15-20 miscreants on the 
Bangladesh side of the bor-
der fencing, who had illegal-
ly and willfully violated the 
security of the IB and were 

attempting to smuggle cattle 
heads by erecting cantilevers 
(Jhula) with the assistance of 
their Indian associates.”

“Alert BSF Jawans chal-
lenged them to stop their un-
warranted activities and re-
turn to Bangladesh territory. 
However Bangladeshi mis-
creants did not pay any heed 
to repeated verbal warnings,” 
it added.

The statement further said 
that the smugglers adopted 
an aggressive posture by 
focusing high beam torch 
light on BSF troops as well 
as started abusing and heavy 
stone pelting on BSF troops.

“In order to foil the smug-
glers’ smuggling bid, BSF 
Jawan on duty initially 
lobbed 02 non-lethal stun 
grenades to deter and dis-

perse the Bangladeshi mis-
creants,” it said. “However, 
the Bangladesh-based mis-
creants and their associates 
on the Indian side did not pay 
any heed and began encir-
cling BSF personnel on duty 
equipped with sharp-edged 
weapons and bamboo sticks 
with the intention of inflict-
ing grave injuries

“On sensing a threat to life 
and finding no other means 
to save lives, one BSF Jawan 
fired from his service weap-
on upon the miscreants. As 
a result, the miscreants fled 
the scene. BSF troops found 
one cantilever (Jhula) close to 
the fencing and a cattle head 
hanging in dead condition,” 
the statement added.

It further said, citing re-
ports from Bangladesh, that 
two Bangladesh-based mis-
creants succumbed to bullet 
injuries sustained in the said 
firing incident.

TDG NETWORK 
COOCHBEHAR

NATIONAL SECURITY

BSF shoots dead 2 Bangladeshis in WB 
attempting to ‘smuggle cattle heads’

BSF guarding the internation border.

CLOSE CALL

In the anti-Naxal opera-
tion being carried out in 
the highly naxal-domi-

nated Aurangabad district, 
the police have thwarted a 
major plan of the Maoists 
to attack the security forces. 
Police have recovered arms 
and a huge quantity of live 
bullets of INSAS rifle from 
the spot. Police Captain 
Kantesh Kumar Mishra 
told a press conference on 
Thursday that preparations 
were being made secretly to 
attack the security forces by 

the Naxalites in Bandi, Ka-
triba Dobha, Gube Chattan, 
and surrounding areas in 
the Madanpur police station 
area.

On this information, under 
the joint guidance of him and 
the Commander of the 205 
Cobra Corps battalion: Kai-
lash, the Additional Superin-
tendent of Police (Operation): 
Mukesh Kumar, the Deputy 
Commander of the Cobra 
Corps, Deepak, and the As-
sistant Commander, Ambuj 
Kumar Srivastava, sent out a 
joint team of COBRA and lo-
cal police to carry out a joint 
search operation against 

the Naxalites in these areas. 
As a result, the plan of the 
naxalites to attack the secu-
rity forces was shelved. The 
Naxalites fled as soon as they 
got information about the 
Police operation. Police have 
recovered two country-made 
pistols of nine mm, two zip 
guns, and three magazines of 
pistols, two magazines of IN-
SAS rifle and 120 live bullets 
of 5.56 mm INSAS rifle from 
the spot. All the firearms 
seized during this operation 
were brought to the Madan-
pur police station after duly 
preparing the seizure list of 
the confiscated items from 

the spot.
Regarding this case, in the 

Madanpur police station, 
under section 147, 148, 149, 
307, 353, 120B, 25(1-B), 26-
35 under Arms Act and 13, 
16, 18, 20 UAPA Act, a case 
number-564 /22 has been 
registered.  A total of 11 nax-
alites have been named as 
primary accused in the case. 
The SP said that the morale 
of the Naxalites has dropped 
significantly due to the raid-
ing operation of the police. 
And for the purpose of curb-
ing these naxalite activities, 
such raiding operations are 
going on continue.

NAXALITES’ PLAN TO ATTACK 
SECURITY FORCES FAILED, 
INSAS BULLETS RECOVERED
TDG NETWORK
AURANGABAD
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Vigilance 
Bureau arrests 
sarpanch for 
taking rs 10,000 
BriBe in punjaB
CHANDIGARH:The 
Punjab Vigilance Bureau 
(VB) during its campaign 
against corruption in the 
State registered a bribery 
case against Sarpanch 
Harjeet Singh Gullu, 
gram panchayat Mattran, 
SAS Nagar for taking 
bribe in the name of 
police officials. Disclosing 
this here, a spokesperson 
of the VB said this case 
has been registered on 
a complainant filed by 
Sarbjeet Kaur of village 
Barouli, Tehsil Derabassi 
against the above said 
Sarpanch on the Chief 
Minister anti-corruption 
helpline. He informed 
that during the investiga-
tion of this complaint and 
the evidence submitted in 
this regard, it was found 
that the above mentioned 
Sarpanch has received 
Rs 10,000 from the 
complainant to pay the 
money as a bribe to police 
officials to get her justice 
in a complaint case which 
under investigation in 
police station Sohana, 
SAS Nagar. 

kerala panel in 
punjaB to create 
infrastructure 
for liVestock 
CHANDIGARH: In a 
meeting held at Punjab 
Bhawan, Kerala Animal 
Husbandry Minister J. 
Chinchurani showed in-
terest in following ‘Punjab 
Model’ in managing live-
stock fodder. Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann led 
Punjab government has 
assured Kerala to provide 
paddy straw for usage as 
fodder for livestock. It will 
also help Punjab to deal 
with the excessive paddy 
straw which contributes 
to stubble burning.

Big relief for 
Batala,toWn to 
get seWerage 
facilitY
CHANDIGARH: The Pun-
jab government led by 
Chief Minister Mr. Bhag-
want Mann is striving to 
provide basic facilities 
and a clean environment 
to the people of the state. 
Working in this direc-
tion, Rs.127.99 crore 
are being spent by the 
Punjab government to 
provide sewerage facility 
for Batala town. Local 
Government Minister 
Dr. Inderbir Singh Nijjar 
reviewed the work of the 
project and directed the 
officials of Punjab Water 
Supply and Sewerage 
Board to complete this 
work within the stipu-
lated time.

punjaB goVt  
to organise 
'uDariYan-Bal 
Vikas Mela' 
CHANDIGARH: 
Minister of Social 
Security, Women and 
Child Development of 
Punjab, Dr. Baljit Kaur 
on Thursday said that 
“Udariyan-Bal Vikas 
Mela Week” will be 
celebrated in Anganwari 
Centers of villages 
across the state from 14 
to 20 November 2022. 
Different programs will 
organised in Anganwadi 
centers for overall 
development of children 
with special focus on 
kids living in remote and 
rural areas.

top of the day
in hiMachal praDesh

Congress failed to keep job 
promise in 2003, jobless 
dole in 2012, says Thakur

Union minister and BJP 
leader Anurag Thakur on 
Wednesday lashed out at 
the Congress claiming it 
made tall promises while 
in power about giving 
jobs but failed to live up to 
them.  Speaking to ANI in 
Shimla on Wednesday, the 
Union Minister for Sports 
and Youth Affairs said the 
Congress came to power 
in the state in 2003 on the 
promise that it will give 
jobs to the unemployed 
youth of the country.

"The Congress had said 
in 2003 that it will give jobs 
to unemployed youth. But 
did anyone get jobs? It was 
because of their failed prom-
ise to generate jobs that they 
were thrown out of power," 
the BJP leader, who is an MP 
from the Hamirpur Lok 
Sabha constituency in Hi-
machal Pradesh, said.

He added that after fail-
ing to meet its 2003 job 
pledge ahead of the 2003 
Assembly polls, Congress 
had promised an umeploy-
ment allowance for the job-
less ahead of the 2012 state 
elections but failed to de-

liver on it as well.
"They said in 2012 that 

they will give unemploy-
ment allowance but no-
body got it. They were vot-
ed out again," the Union 
sports minister said.

Invoking the Congress's 
'Garabi Hatao' promise, 
the BJP leader said, "In-
dira Gandhi raised the 
slogan of 'Garabi Hatao' 
and even Rajiv Gandhi and 
Sonia Gandhi echoed the 
chanted it. Rahul Gandhi 
and Priyanka Gandhi, too, 
invoked this slogan. But 
when I travelled to Ame-
thi (an LS seat which used 
to be a Congress bastion) 
during the BJP's 'Tiranga 
Yatra', I saw a long queue 
of shanties."

Listing out the develop-
ment work carried out 
under the BJP govern-
ment, Thakur said, "What 
changed after 2014? To-
day, 3.22 cr people have 
been provided with pucca 
houses, every village has 
electricity connection, ev-
ery house has tap water 
access, every kitchen has 
an LPG cylinder, houses 
have toilets and people 
have bank accounts."
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accuseD in sacrilege case

Dera follower shot dead 
in Kotkapura town of 
Faridkot district

Within a week span, after 
the murder of Hindu Lead-
er Sudhir Suri in Amritsar, 
a Dera follower Pardeep 
Singh, who was allegedly 
accused in the Bargari Sac-
rilege case, was shot dead by 
six men, co-incidentally, in 
both cases, Police security 
was present at the spot.  

The law and order situa-
tion in Punjab is continu-
ously deteriorating. Dera 
lover Pradeep Singh, ac-
cused in the Bargadi sacri-
lege case, was shot dead on 
Thursday morning. In this 
case, yet again, Gangster 
Goldy Brar has claimed re-
sponsibility for the murder. 
In Suri's case, Khalistani 
terrorist Lakhbir Landa 
took responsibility on social 
media for killing Suri. 

As per the viral video, a total 
of 6 attackers came on 3 mo-
torcycles and opened fire at 
Dera Premi Pradeep Singh. 
Former councilor Amar 
Singh and gunman Hakam 
Singh also received bullets. It 
is reported that both has been 
admitted to Guru Gobind 
Singh Medical College in an 
injured condition.

As per police, Gunman 
Amar Singh's condition is said 
to be critical, while the other se-
curity personnel Jagdish Singh 
was not present there as he had 
gone to the washroom, due to 
which he survived. After the 
incident, there has been a stir 
in the police and district ad-
ministration. 

It is being told that when 
Pradeep Singh was going to 
open his shop in the morn-
ing, some people on two 
bikes opened fire. 

Taruni gandhi
CHANDIGARH 

elections in hp 

On the last day of cam-
paigning, Congress 
and the ruling party 

BJP made the most efforts 
to woo voters. The leading 
faces of Politics are in Hi-
machal today, Be it Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
BJP President JP Nadda, or 
Congress’s Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra. Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah reached Palam-
pur of Himachal Pradesh on 
Thursday. 

Senior BJP leader and 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, while addressing an 
election rally in Palampur, 
said that as soon as the 
BJP government would be 
formed in Himachal, the 

Uniform Civil Code will be 
implemented in the entire 
state. Addressing an election 
rally in Himachal Pradesh's 
Kangra district, Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
said that earlier no one be-
lieved that Article 370 could 
be removed from Jammu 
and Kashmir. Today, Kash-
mir is an integral part of In-
dia. Along with this, he said 
that the girls up to class 12th 
would be given scooty so that 
they can go to school and col-
lege and take their parents 
for a walk.

Amit Shah, while ad-
dressing a public meeting 
in Palampur, Himachal 
Pradesh, targeted the Con-
gress fiercely. He said that 
there is no place for hard-
working youth who worked 

hard from scratch. To move 
forward, one has to be born 
in the house of a king and 
queen, it is necessary to be 
a prince.

While addressing the 
election rally, he said that 
in BJP the Prime Minister 
is Narendra Modi, and JP 
Nadda is the President, 
Whereas in Congress there 
is only a mother and son. 

On the other hand, Con-
gress National General 
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi 
addressed an election rally 
at Sataun in Sirmaur dis-
trict of Himachal Pradesh 
on Thursday. She stated 
that Himachal is in debt of 
70 thousand crores. The 
people of himachal had 
worked hard to educate 
their children so that their 

future could be made. But 
15 lakh youth out of 30 lakh 
are lying unemployed in 
the state. 63,000 govern-
ment posts are lying vacant 
for five years. Because the 
intention of the BJP gov-
ernment is not right. OPS 
has been implemented in 
Chhattisgarh, and Rajas-
than will be implemented 
in Himachal also. 

Priyanka said further that 
BJP leaders say that there is 
no money for this. Priyanka 
asked from where lakhs of 
crores of rupees come to 
waive off the loans of in-
dustrialist friends of the 
BJP. This government has 
taken away employment, 
and pensions and has in-
creased inflation. GST is 
levied on apple cartons. 

The Polling day is on 12 
November. According to 
the Election Commission, 
there are 55 lakh voters in 
the state, in which 27 lakh 
80 thousand men and 27 
lakh 27 thousand women 
will participate. The num-
ber of employees involved 
in the election will be 67 
thousand 532. Apart from 
this, there are 1.22 lakh 
voters above the age of 80 
years. 

There are 1184 voters in 
the state, whose age is more 
than 100 years. Election 
Commission chief Rajiv 
Kumar told that elections 
will be held in one phase in 
Himachal Pradesh. He had 
told that every polling sta-
tion will be on the ground 
floor only.

shah reiterates 'uniforM ciVil coDe' 
proMise, sharpens attack on congress
Taruni gandhi
CHANDIGARH

elections in hp 

Fo r m e r  C o n g r e s s 
leader from Him-
achal Pradesh's Sir-

maur Harpreet Singh Ratan 
joined the Bharatiya Janata 
Party on Wednesday. This 
development comes a few days 
ahead of the state's assembly 
election which is scheduled on 
November 12. The results will 
be declared on December 8. 
Harpreet Singh Ratan joined 
BJP at the residence of the 
party's national president JP 
Nadda on Thursday.

Shimla, Congress leader 
and Sirmaur District Gener-
al Secretary Harpreet Singh 
Ratan, who belongs to the 
Paonta Sahib assembly con-
stituency, took the member-
ship of BJP at the residence 
of BJP National President Ja-
gat Prakash Nadda in Delhi.

Harpreet Singh Ratan has 
also been the Vice-President 
of the Congress Minor-
ity Front for a long time. 

Harpreet Singh Ratan ac-
cused Congress of ignoring 
its own party workers.

"Even after many requests, 
the honor and respect of the 
workers and their feelings 
were ignored by the Con-
gress party. I am sad be-
cause of this ignorance and 
because of this, I have today 
relinquished all posts and 
primary membership of the 
Congress Party," Harpreet 
Singh Ratan said.

He further said that he 
joined the BJP because it was 
the "workers' party".

"Impressed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
National President Jagat 
Prakash Nadda, and Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur's 
views and their efficient 
leadership, I have joined BJP 
today," he added.

Earlier, Himanshu Vyas, who 
was in charge of the Indian 
Overseas Congress, joined BJP 
on November 5 hours after he 
resigned from the Congress.

Soon after leaving Con-
gress, Himanshu Vyas 
joined BJP in Gujarat. The 
state will go to the polls in 
two phases on December 1 
and 5 and results will be de-
clared on December 8.

Meanwhile, Himachal 
Pradesh is also all set to go 
for the poll on Saturday.

On Thursday, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi ad-
dresses two rallies in the 
state where he launched a 
scathing attack on the grand 
old party.

Addressing the rally in Su-
janpur, he noted that it had 
left with no power in the area 
which was considered the 
party's stronghold.

"The condition of Con-
gress is deteriorating day 
by day. The area which was 
once considered Congress's 
stronghold, they have been 
completely wiped out from 
there. Congress has a histo-
ry of false promises and false 
guarantees," he said.

Former Congress leader joins 
BJP ahead of Himachal polls
Taruni gandhi
CHANDIGARH

run against Depression 

The Chief Minister Mano-
har Lal flagged off a relay 
run of 8000 KM to be cov-
ered by 20 runners hailing 
more than 10 states. The 
boys, girls and different-
ly-abled participants are 
participating in this  relay 
run which will cover  many 
states including Haryana, 
Uttar pardesh, Rajasthan, 
Gujarat, Punjab, Tam-
ilnadu, Andhra Pardesh, 
Maharashtra and  will be 
completed  in Delhi on De-
cember 16.

He extended best wishes 
to the participants of this 
relay run organized by Hi-
malayan Knights Adven-
ture Sports Association 
and announced to give an 
amount of Rs.5 lakh from 
his discretionary fund. 
Hayana Chief Minister,  
Manohar Lal said that 
the state government had 
started several motivational 

programmes during the on-
going celebrations of Azadi 
ka Amrit Mahotsav to help 
people  suffering from de-
pression especially during 
the the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. It is really commendable 
that this time the theme of 
world's longest Relay Run 
is about fighting depres-
sion, said Manohar Lal 
while flagging off the par-
ticipants of the longest Re-
lay Run organized against 
depression from Sant Kabir 
Kutir Niwas in Chandigarh.

 Chief Principal Secretary to 
Chief Minister, S DS Dhesi, Ad-
vocate General, Sh. B L Maha-
jan and other dignitaries were 
present on this occasion. The 
Chief Minister said that depres-
sion certainly has a bad effect 
on the lives of the people and 
to fight this, one should partici-
pate in cultural activities, pro-
grammes and sports along with 
doing physical exercise.  Events 
like relay run are one of the best 
ways to fight depression.

20 runners to cover  
8,000 km in 37 days 
Taruni gandhi
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upcoMing polls

Employment and better 
education are the two major 
issues that have emerged 
in the upcoming Assembly 
polls in Himachal Pradesh. 
The youth of Himachal 
Pradesh is rooting for better 
education and employment.

A 19-year-old Jyoti who 
will cast her first vote from 
Shimla Rural said, "Em-
ployment is one of the issues 
based on which I will cast 
my vote. Employment is the 
main issue and the rest are 
education and health-related 
issues. I feel employment can 
bring change in Himachal". 
A 20-year-old Nishant will 
also cast his first vote from 
Theog and said, "for youth, 
employment is an issue. Here 
unemployment is increasing 
day by day. As you see, any 
recruitment takes place, even 
if it is 2-4 vacancies, for that 1 
to 2 lakh children fill the form. 
You can get an idea according 
to how much unemployment 

is. The second issue is farm-
ers. In Theog, farmers are 
there and they depend on the 
apples. You can see the prices 
of fertilisers have increased 
daily. If it is not stopped on 
time, then the price will in-
crease much more. What will 
a farmer earn then?"

18-year-old Sahil Sharma 
who will cast his first vote 
from Chail said, "We are not 
happy with the current gov-
ernment because we are not 
being given the right educa-
tion. Teachers don't come on 
time to take classes. 

Our results are not out yet. 
Second-year exams are com-
mencing and we haven't got-
ten our earlier results. So, 
our main issue is education. 
Government is too slow on 
such issues. Our main motive 
is to cast our vote for someone 
who will listen to us on such 
issues. 21-year-old Shivam 
Veer Singh will also cast his 
first vote from Shimla Rural 
and said, 'for our state bet-
ter infrastructure should be 
there. "

Employment, education 
major issues in Himachal
Taruni gandhi
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poll caMpaign

Baghel vows to 
restore Old Pension 
Scheme in 10 days

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister 
Bhupesh Baghel on Thursday 
said the Congress will restore 
the Old Pension Scheme 
(OPS) in Himachal Pradesh 
in 10 days and provide jobs to 
1 lakh people if voted to power 
in the ensuing Assembly elec-
tions in the state.

Addressing a public rally at 
Sataun on Thursday, Baghel 
said, "The BJP government only 
brought inflation and joblessness 
in HP. Now is the time for change. 
The Congress has promised to 
restore the Old Pension Scheme 
in 10 days and give jobs to 1 lakh 
people if voted to power in the 
state." The Congress held 'Vijay 
Ashirwaad' rallies across all 68 
Assembly segments of Him-
achal Pradesh on Thursday, the 
last day for campaigning for the 
November 12 polls, with party 
general secretary Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra leading a door-to-door 
campaign in Shimla.

The objective for the grand 
old party was to campaign 
aggressively on the last day 
and unleash a charm offen-
sive on voters by deploying 
its star campaigners, led by 
Priyanka, at the forefront.

The party also put out a re-
lease stating that it aims to build 

on the "stupendous success of 
'Booth Jeeto Himachal Jeeto'" 
with moer rallies and public 
relations exercises in the poll-
bound state. The Congress's 
star campaigners visited tem-
ples and sought divine bless-
ings before hitting campaign 
trail on the last day. They were 
also seen holding road shows 
and interacting with voters.

Apart from Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra, the star campaign-
ers for the Congress on the 
day included former Rajas-
than deputy chief minister 
Sachin Pilot and Rajiv Shukla.

Priyanka addressed a 
rally in the Sirmaur district 
of Himachal Pradesh and 
campaigned door to door in 
Shimla later in the day.

In its manifesto for the hill 
state released last week, the 
Congress had made '10 guar-
antees'. Elaborating on the 
manifesto, chairman of the 
party's Manifesto Commit-
tee, Dhani Ram Shandil, said 
an attempt has been made to 
address issues such as price 
rise, unemployment and is-
sues concerning employees. 
He said the party will also 
work towads meeting the as-
pirations of women, youth, 
government employees, ex-
servicemen and women in 
the state.

Tdg neTwork
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last caMpaign DaY

cong on 68 rallY Blitzkrieg, 
priYanka goes Door to Door
The Congress will ag-
gressively campaign for 
the change of power in 
Himachal Pradesh on 
the last day of campaign-
ing on Thursday with the 
participation of star cam-
paigners including party 
general secretary Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadra holding 
a door-to-door campaign 
in Shimla.
The oldest party in the 
country will hold rallies in 
all 68 assembly constitu-
encies simultaneously in 
the state on the last day 
of the campaign. After 
the stupendous success 
of "Booth Jeeto Himachal 
Jeeto'" the party is going to 
hold yet another historic 
public relations and rally, 
the party said in a release.

On Thursday, Con-
gress will take out "Vijay 
Ashirwad Rally" in all 68 
assembly constituencies 
of Himachal. In this rally, 
the party's star campaign-
ers will be seen campaign-
ing at many places.

Congress leader Vijay 
Ashirwad will start the 
rally with blessings of 
deities at the temple. After 
that, they will communi-

cate with the people of the 
area through road shows.

Star Campaigners like 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
Bhupesh Baghel, Sachin 
Pilot, Rajiv Shukla will be 
campaigning in the state.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
will also be addressing a 
rally in the Sirmaur Dis-
trict of Himachal Pradesh 
and will Campaign door 
to Door in Shimla later on.

Meanwhile, Congress 
released its manifesto last 
week with '10 guaran-
tees'.

Divulging the contents of 
the manifesto, chairman 
of Manifesto Committee 
Dhani Ram Shandil said 
an attempt has been made 
to address issues like price 
rise, unemployment and 
issues concerning em-
ployees. He said an effort 
has been made to include 
the aspirations of women, 
youth, government em-
ployees, ex-servicemen and 
women in the manifesto.

The 10 guarantees of 
Congress include the im-
plementation of the Old 
Pension Scheme, 1 lakh 
government jobs, as many 
as 5 lakh jobs for youth, Rs 
680 crore Start-up fund 
for the youth, Rs 1,500 

per month to the women, 
and free electricity up to 
300 units of consump-
tion.

The Himachal Pradesh 
election manifesto of the 
Congress also assured the 
people of the hilly state 
of four English-medium 
schools in each assembly, 
mobile clinics for free treat-
ment in each village, the 
cost price of cow dung at Rs 
2 per kilogram, purchase of 
10 liters of milk from ani-
mal keepers, and the farm 
owners will be given the 
liberty to decide the price 
for their farm produce.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
said that if their govern-
ment comes to power in 
the Centre, the Congress 
will cancel the Agnipath 
scheme.

"We will cancel the 
Agnipath scheme when 
our government will be 
formed at the Centre. We 
fulfil whatever we prom-
ise. In Chhattisgarh also, 
we promised for the loan 
waiver of the farmer and it 
was implemented," Con-
gress General Secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
said while addressing 
a public gathering in 
Kangra.
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BJP makes generational shift in 
Gujarat, drops 38 sitting MLAs

ASSEMBLY POLLS

FATEFUL ANOTHER FLASHPOINT

T-20 HEARTBREAK 

SECURITY ISSUES BYPOLL 

PLEA TO GOVT 

ACCIDENT IN FACTORY 

MULTILATERAL FORUM 

INFORMATION WAR HAS 
POTENTIAL TO THREATEN 
POLITICAL STABILITY: RAJNATH

GUINEA NAVY DETAINS 16 INDIAN SAILORS: 
FAMILIES APPEAL TO GOVT FOR SAFE RETURN

FIVE KILLED IN FIRECRACKER EXPLOSION IN 
MADURAI

PM to visit Indonesia for G20 Summit next week

Kerala Drops Governor as 
Chancellor of University

EIGHT INDIANS DEAD IN FIRE 
INCIDENT IN MALDIVES

AKHILESH’S WIFE DIMPLE 
YADAV TO CONTEST 
BYPOLL

hold bilateral meet-
ings with some of 
his counterparts. 
He will also ad-

dress and interact with the 
Indian community in Bali. 

Earlier this week, Prime 
Minister unveiled the logo, 
theme and website of India’s 
G20 Presidency via video 

conferencing. Guided by the 
Prime Minister’s vision, In-
dia’s foreign policy has been 
evolving to undertake leader-
ship roles on the global stage. 
The G20 Presidency offers 
a unique opportunity for In-
dia to contribute to the global 
agenda on pressing issues 
of international importance. 

The logo, theme and website 
of India’s G20 Presidency re-
flect India’s message and over-
arching priorities to the world. 
G20 is the premier forum for 
international economic coop-
eration representing around 
85 per cent of the global GDP, 
over 75 per cent of the global 
trade, and about two-thirds of 

the world population. 
During the G20 Presidency, 

India will host about 200 
meetings in 32 different sectors 
in multiple locations across 
India. The G20 Summit to be 
held next year, would be one 
of the highest-profile interna-
tional gatherings to be hosted 
by India. 

Jadeja, wife 
of Indian 

cricketer, Ravin-
dra Jadeja will be 
contesting her first 

election from Jamnagar West.
Gujarat chief minister, Bhu-

pendra Patel will contest the 
coming assembly elections 
from his old constituency, 
Ghatlodiya in Ahmedabad. 
In place of Rupani, Patel’s 
predecessor, a pathologist, 
Dr Darshita Desai has been 
fielded from Rajkot West. In 

Rajkot district, all the four 
sitting party MLAs have been 
replaced by freshers.

The Morbi bridge disaster 
too has made an impact on 
the list. Sitting MLA and pan-
chayati raj minister, Brijesh 
Merja, has been dropped and 
has been replaced by a former 
Congress MLA, Kanti Lal 
Amrutya, who had jumped 
into Machchu River to rescue 
trapped visitors.

At a joint press conference 
in Delhi,BJP state president 

CR Patil, party general secre-
tary Tarun Chugh and union 
ministers, Bhupendar Yadav 
and Mansukh Mandaviya re-
leased the list containing 160 
names.

Apart from the old foe Con-
gress, which Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi described 
as a party that was doing its 
campaign ‘silently, the BJP is 
facing the much vocal Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) which is 
working to repeat what it did 
in Punjab.

the ship will be illegally 
towed from here to Nigeria, the 
government here is arranging for 
tug boats, this is an act of piracy. 

The ship is prohibited to sail from here by 
the flag state. Our flag state is the Marshall 
Islands. We have received instructions not to 
move out from here. So, we will be forcefully 
taken from here by arranging the tug boat. 
So this is the information I have received,” 
he said. 
“The people from the ship, they are stand-
ing at the jetty. They will be coming any mo-
ment on board and the ship will be taken 
forcefully from here. We will not able to 
send any more videos. This might be our last 
video. We don’t know when the army comes 
on board the ship what they are going to do,” 
he added.  The sailors carried placards “save 
us” and urged the government to save them. 

Earlier CPI-M leader AA Rahim had writ-
ten to External Affairs S Jaishankar saying 
that the crew of MT Heroic Idun includes 16 
Indian sailors and they are being “allegedly 
illegally detained in Equatorial Guinea”. 

Responding to him, the Indian mission in 
Equatorial Guinea said, “This Embassy and 
our High Commission in Abuja are closely 
working with authorities of Equatorial 
Guinea and Nigeria for the early release of 
crew members of MV Heroic Idun. All crew 
members are safe and those in the Detention 
Centre have been shifted to the ship.”
“Since their detention in mid-August, this 
mission has been in regular contact with the 
crew members over the phone. We have also 
had several consular access/visits to them. 
We are closely monitoring developments 
and are actively engaged for an early reso-
lution of the issue,” it added. 

phatic 10-wicket win. The 
final now will be played between 
England and Pakistan. 

Chasing 169, England openers 
Jos Buttler and Alex Hales gave their side a 
powerful start. Both were dealing in fours 
and sixes from the get-go. India did not get 

to have a dominating powerplay with the 
ball as both Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Ar-
shdeep Singh were smashed around merci-
lessly. 

England finished their innings at 170/0 in 
16 overs, with Buttler (80*) and Hales (86*) 
unbeaten.                                          More one page 16

Agony in Adelaide: 
England thrash India out 
of World Cup

Rape accused 
runs over security 
personnel while 
fleeing Noida societyTDG NETWORK
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ON THE RADAR

GAUTAM LAHIRI

DEPUTY CM TO 
MAHA GOVT
A recent tweet by 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis’s 
wife has created slight 
confusion in the power 
corridors of Mumbai. 
To ensure smooth 
travel in the congested 
area, Mumbai police 
have provided a pilot 
car for Deputy Chief 
Minister Amrita Fad-
navis’ wife. But now, 
Fadnavis’s wife has 
requested that Mum-
bai Police withdraw 
the car for her. In the 
tweet, she said that 
she wants to live like a 
commoner in the city. 
“I know Mumbai ex-
periences huge traffic 
jams, but I hope that 
the Shinde–Fadnavis 
government will clear 
the bottleneck after 
taking up infrastruc-
ture projects in the 
city,” she tweeted. 
Previously, Mumbai 
Police had provided 
her with Y-category 
security protection. 
The question now is 
whether the Shinde 
government is moving 
too slowly on infra-
structure projects for 
the city in order to al-
leviate the bottleneck 
of traffic movement.

RAJASTHAN  
CRISIS GREAT  
HEADACHE FOR  
CONGRESS 
CHIEF
Sachin Pilot has once 
again raked up the 
issue of rebellion by 
three Gehlot loyalist 
legislators for holding 
parallel legislative 
party meetings when 
Congress’ high com-
mand convened the 
meeting of the legis-
lature party. To save 
his loyal MLAs, Ashok 
Gehlot rushed to the 
capital to apprise 
party President Mal-
likarjun Kharge of the 
latest situation and 
the dissident activities 
of Pilot. Insiders say 
that Gehlot was po-
litely told to campaign 
for Gujarat as he had 
not been in Ahmed-
abad for the last few 
days. Rahul Gandhi’s 
cold shoulder toward 
Gehlot was on display 
on the day he took 
over as Congress 
President. Kharge got 
the message about 
how to deal with 
Gehlot in the future. 
Meanwhile, Gehlot 
rushed to Gujarat 
and decided that he 
would be camping in 
Gujarat for a few days 
only to impress the 
high command. He 
was given charge of 
the Gujarat election. 
On the other hand, 
Pilot is campaigning in 
Himachal and sending 
a message to the high 
command about the 
bright prospects of the 
party in the coming 
polls. If the Congress 
wins the Himachal 
assembly election but 
loses to Gujarat, it will 
be another feather in 
Pilot’s cap for claim-
ing a reward from the 
high command. 

COIMBATORE BOMB BLAST 

MASSIVE RALLY SHOCKING 

NIA ARRESTS 6 AFTER DAY-LONG RAIDS IN 45 
LOCATIONS IN TAMIL NADU

ONLY CRITERIA FOR ELECTING A LEADER SHOULD BE 
DEVELOPMENT: GHULAM NABI AZAD IN J&K 

in connec-
tion to a case per-
taining to a bomb 
blast in a car lad-

en with explosives in front 
of Kottai Eswaran Temple 
of Coimbatore district on 23 
October this year. 
“These searches were con-
ducted in eight districts of 
Tamil Nadu namely Chen-

nai, Coimbatore, Thiruvallur, 
Thiruppur, Nilgiris, Chen-
galpatu, Kanchipuram and 
Nagapattinam. One location 
had also been carried out in 
the Palakkad district of Ker-
ala,” read an official state-
ment.  According to prelimi-
nary investigations, accused 
Jamesha Mubeen, allegedly 
after taking oath to ISIS, was 

planning to carry out a 
suicidal attack and cause 
extensive damage, with the 
intention to strike terror, ac-
cording to a statement from 
NIA. The case was initially 
registered with the police 
station in Ukkadam, Coim-
batore district, Tamil Nadu, 
and re-registered by NIA on 
10 October 2022.  The state-

ment said that the accused 
persons had conspired with 
deceased Jamesha Mubeen 
to procure different chemi-
cals and other ingredients 
for fabrication of impro-
vised explosive devices 
(IED), including vehicle-
borne IED, from online 
shopping platforms to com-
mit terrorist acts.

cident. Eight 
of the deceased were 
Indian nationals 
while one person 

was from Bangladesh, AVAS re-
ported. The nationalities of two 
other victims remain unknown 
so far. The sources revealed that 
some of the deceased people 
were trapped in their rooms 
and bathrooms, the report 
said.  IGMH Media Coordina-
tor Hawwa Afeef told AVAS that 
one of two people who were tak-

en to the hospital for treatment 
had died. The second man is in 
critical condition and is being 
given medical treatment. The 
hospital did not reveal further 
details regarding the two men 
who were taken to the hospital.  
The hospital confirmed that 10 
bodies were found in the build-
ing. The National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA) is 
assisting the victims and the 
people who have been evacuated 
from nearby buildings. 

as party candidate of Main-
puri bypoll,” Samajwadi 

Party said in a tweet. 
The polling for the by-poll will 

take place on December 5 and the 
votes will be counted on December 8, coin-
ciding with the result dates of the Gujarat 
and Himachal Pradesh Assembly elections. 

Samajwadi Party Patron Mulayam Singh 
Yadav died on October 10 at Medanta Hos-
pital in Gurugram. He took his last breath 
at 8:16 am. Mulayam Singh was cremated 
on 11 October at 3 pm at the Mela Ground 
in Saifai. Mulayam Singh Yadav was 82 
years old. 

Notably, Mainpuri is considered a strong-
hold of the Samajwadi Party. By-elections 
will also be held in Odisha’s Padampur, Ra-
jasthan’s Sardarshahar, Bihar’s Kurhani, 
Chhattisgarh’s Bhanupratappur(ST) and 
Uttar Pradesh’s Rampur from where Sama-
jwadi Party MLA Azam Khan was disquali-
fied after a court sentenced him to three 
years in jail in a hate speech case last month. 

The last date for filing nominations is 17 
November, while the date of scrutiny for 
nominations is 18 November. The candi-
dates will be able to withdraw their can-
didature till 21 November. 

“With the chang-
ing times and so-

ciety, the dimensions 
of security have also 
changed. The gap be-

tween internal and external se-
curity is getting narrower. New 
dimensions of security threats 
are emerging, that are becoming 
increasingly difficult to classify,” 
Singh said adding that the en-
ergy sector is one of the main tar-
gets of cyber-attacks along with 
transport public sector services, 
telecommunications and critical 
manufacturing industries. 

Talking about fake news through 
social media, Singh said that there 
is no account of how much fake 
news and hate material is likely 
to be brought to society through 
social media platforms. 
“The organised use of social me-
dia and other online content gen-
eration platforms is being used 
for engineering the opinion or 
perspective of the masses. The de-

ployment of information war was 
most evident in the ongoing con-
flict between Russia and Ukraine,” 
he noted. 

Singh said that working to-
wards shared and collective 
responsibility of the comity of 
civilised nations will solve the 
problem the security challenges. 
He further said that the infor-
mation war has the potential to 
threaten our political stability. 
“Together, Russia and Ukraine ex-
port nearly a third of the world’s 
wheat and barley, but this conflict 
had prevented grain from leav-
ing the “breadbasket of the world” 
and led to a food crisis in various 
African and Asian countries and 
also fuelled an energy crisis in the 
world. In Europe, oil and gas sup-
ply has been dwindling. India has 
also been affected as the Russia-
Ukraine war led to a disruption in 
international energy supply, mak-
ing the energy import much more 
expensive,” Singh said.

government also indicated that it may come 
out with more ordinances to remove the governor as 
the vice chancellors in other universities.  

The move came a day after friction between gover-
nors and governments in three non-BJP-ruled southern states 
spiked, with Tamil Nadu seeking a recall of RN Ravi, Kerala pro-
posing a special ordinance to replace Mr Khan as chancellor of 
state universities, and Tamilisai Soundararajan expressed doubts 
of her phone being tapped in Telangana.

The latest tussle between the LDF government and Khan snow-
balled in August after the latter refused to sign 11 ordinances 
brought by the government, including one that curtailed the pow-
ers of the Lokayukta (anti-corruption ombudsman) and another 
that curtailed his own powers as chancellor of state universities. 

Videos 
show mu-

tilated body parts 
strewn around 
the godown. A 

few concrete structures too 
appear blown away. The ex-
plosion was so huge that bod-
ies were blown to pieces and 
the dismembered bodies were 
beyond recognition. The fire-
work factory was completely 
demolished after the massive 
explosion. The deceased were 
identified as Ammavasai, 
Vallarasu, Gopi, Vicky, and 
Prema. The injured persons 
including Jeyapandi, Karu-

pasamy, and Mahalakshmi 
were taken to Government 
Rajaji Hospital for treatment. 
The rest are being treated in 
private hospitals.

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister MK Stalin ex-
pressed grief over the deaths 
in the Madurai firecracker 
factory explosion and an-
nounced an ex-gratia of Rs 5 
lakh to the family members 
of the deceased. 

Tamil Nadu Commercial 
Taxes and Registration Min-
ister, P Moorthy handed over 
the compensation to the fam-
ilies of the deceased. “I was 

deeply saddened to hear the 
news that five people died in 
a sudden explosion today in 
a Firecrackers factory op-
erating in the village near 
Tirumangalam in Madurai 
district,” said CM Stalin. 

Taking note of the incident, 
he said, “I have ordered spe-
cial treatment for those 
injured in this accident at 
Madurai Government Rajaji 
Medical College Hospital.” 
Confirming the death toll, 
Tamil Nadu Minster Moorty 
said that five people have died 
and the injured are being 
treated.

Chairman of Democratic 
Azad Party, Ghulam Nabi 
Azad has said that the overall 
development of J & K is his 
goal. Azad was addressing 
a massive public meeting in 
Doda in Jammu and Kash-
mir. The rally was attended 
by thousands of people. 

In the rally, he talked about 
the development of Jammu 
and Kashmir. Several senior 
leaders were also present in 
the rally. 

Azad referred to local lead-
ership that would bring huge 

changes of local people. 
He said that the criteria of 

electing a leader should be 
the development and what 

he has done for the people of 
the region. He added while 
he was the CM of Jammu and 
Kashmir, he gave develop-

ment the utmost attention. He 
assured that the basic needs 
of the people was met. That 
is why he gave importance 

to road development, rais-
ing awareness and providing 
people with basic healthcare 
facilities. He said, “I am totally 
against those who seek vote in 
elections on the name of reli-
gion or exploiting religious 
sentiments of the people”. He 
mentioned even when he is 
not in the government, he and 
people who have left Congress 
are still making efforts for the 
benefit of the people. 

Later, while talking to the 
press, he said that his main 
motive is to take care of the 
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir.

An accused in a rape case 
ran over a security person-
nel at Amrapali Zodiac 
Society in Noida’s Sector 
120 while fleeing the scene 
after police were tipped 
off about his presence, 
police said on Thursday. 
The CCTV footage shows 
the accused crashing his car 
as the security personnel 
tries to stop him. “Informa-
tion was received that the 

accused wanted in a rape 
case is at Amrapali Zodiac 
Society. Police reached and 
he attempted to escape. 
When a security personnel 
attempted to stop him, he 
sped off,” said Delhi Com-
missioner of Police (DCP) 
Noida Harish Chander. 
Chander added that an 
FIR has been registered 
and teams deployed to 
track down the accused. 
“He’ll be arrested soon,” the 
DCP said.

Ghulam Nabi Azad’s massive rally in Doda. 
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top of the day

President MurMu 
offers Prayer at 
Jagannath teMPle
PURI:  President Drou-
padi Murmu on Thursday 
visited Lord Jagannath 
Temple and took part 
in the ‘Mahaprasad’ 
during her two-day visit 
to Odisha, said officials 
on Thursday. Droupadi 
Murmu, who is on a two-
day visit to her home 
state, Odisha for the first 
time after taking charge 
as President of India, 
reached Lord Jagannath 
Temple, in Odisha’s Puri 
district and received the 
‘Mahaprasad’. People at 
large were seen greet-
ing President Droupadi 
Murmu as she walked 
about 2 Kilometers to 
seek the blessings of 
Lord Jagannath at the 
Puri Jagannath Temple.  
President Murmu is on 
a two-day visit to Odisha 
from 10-11 November.

5.7 Magnitude 
earthquake 
hits arunachal 
Pradesh
WEST SIANG: An earth-
quake of magnitude 
5.7 on the Ritcher scale 
occurred in West Siang 
of Arunachal Pradesh 
on Thursday, according 
to the National Center 
for Seismology. The NCS 
further said that the 
depth of the earthquake 
was 10 km below the 
ground that occurred 
at 10: 31 in the morning. 

“Earthquake of Magni-
tude:5.7, Occurred on 
10-11-2022, 10:31:07 IST, 
Lat: 28.39 & Long: 94.42, 
Depth: 10 Km, Location: 
West Siang, Arunachal 
Pradesh,” NCS tweeted. 
Earlier, an earthquake of 
magnitude 4.3 occurred 
253km SSE of Portblair, 
Andaman, and Nicobar 
island in the early hours 
of Thursday at 2.29 am. 
This comes a day after 
earthquake tremors 
were felt in the national 
capital in the wee hours 
of Wednesday. 

three JeM 
oPeratives sent 
to 6-day Police 
reMand 
JAMMU: Three Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM) 
operatives, who were 
arrested on the interven-
ing night of Tuesday and 
Wednesday, were sent 
to six-day police remand, 
said police on Thurs-
day. The Jammu Police 
busted a terror module of 
Jaish-e-Mohammad and 
arrested three operatives 
Mohammad Yaseen, Far-
han Farooq and Farooq 
Ahmed. The Police had 
also recovered three AK-
56 rifles, six grenades, 
one pistol, nine maga-
zines and 191 rounds 
from their possession. 
Further investigation is 
underway. 

india free froM 
Presence of 
locust swarMs
NEW DELHI: Good news 
for farmers who are busy 
sowing their Rabi crops 
as India is currently free 
from the presence of 
swarms of locusts. Dur-
ing the routine survey 
conducted during the 
last fortnight of October 
by the Locust Warning 
Organization-Jodhpur 
which is under the Union 
Ministry of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare, the 
country was found free 
from locust activities.

Banned outfit 

Assets worth over Rs 
2.58 crore belong-
ing to the banned 

terrorist group Jamaat-e-
Islami (JeI) were recovered 
by the State Investigation 
Agency (SIA) in the Jammu 
and Kashmir district of 
Shopian on Thursday. The 
SAI has sealed properties 
at nine locations after being 
notified by the District Mag-
istrate of Shopian and has 
restricted usage and entry 
into the properties, which 
have been sealed.

“To choke the availability 

of funds for secessionist ac-
tivities and to dismantle the 
ecosystem of anti-national 
elements and terror net-
works hostile to India’s sov-
ereignty, the following prop-
erties belonging or held by 
banned Jamaat-e-Islami J-K 
in District Shopian of South 
Kashmir have been notified 
by District Magistrate Shop-
ian via notification dated 7 
July 2022, followed by ad-
ministrative order in the ex-
ercise of the power conferred 
by section 8 of the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act, 
1967 and notification dated 
28 February 2019 of Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs,” 

the statement reads.
The notification states 

that the property has been 
sealed, and entry and usage 
are not permitted.

“These premises or struc-
tures have been sealed, and 
entry and usage have been 
prohibited,” reads the notifi-
cation. Besides, a “red entry” 
to this effect has been made 
in the relevant revenue re-
cords.

Pertinently, SIA has iden-
tified as many as 188 JeI 
properties across the UT of 
Jammu and Kashmir, which 
are to be notified during the 
further course of action to be 
undertaken.

According to the official 
statement, Shopian proper-
ties of JeI are the first to be 
notified in a series of proper-
ties belonging to JeI in other 
districts of Jammu and Kash-
mir, and Shopian has a lot of 
significance vis-à-vis Jamaat.

The action would uproot 
the menace of terror funding 
to a great extent in the UT of 
Jammu and Kashmir, be-
sides being a stepping stone 
in ensuring the rule of law 
and a society without fear.

The SIA conducted an 
investigation into case FIR 
number 17 of 2019 under 
Sections 10, 11, and 13 of the 
Batmaloo Police Station.

J&k sia recovers assets 
worth over rs 2 crore of 
JaMaat-e-islaMi
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SHOPIAN

Assam Director General of Police (DGP) Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta with 
State Director of Secondary Education Mamata Hojai hold meeting

under scanner 

The private madrasas of As-
sam have been asked to pro-
vide all information about 
their institutions to the state 
government by 1 December . 
By December 1, the madrasas 
must submit all information, 
including the location of the 
institution, teacher details, 
and so on, to the Secondary 
Education Department of the 
State Government through 
the organisations through 
which they operate.

The 1 December deadline 
was set on Wednesday dur-
ing a meeting held at the As-
sam Police Headquarters in 
the presence of DGP Bhaskar 
Jyoti Mahanta, Director of 
Secondary Education Ma-
mata Hojai, and represen-
tatives of five organisations, 
including All Assam Tanzim 
Madaris Qawmiya, All As-
sam Talimi Taraqqi Board, 
Madrasa Education Board 
Al Hafiz, and Adara Madaris 
Islamia, who are running the 
private madrasas in the state.

“Works on a portal is going 
on, where the information of 
all the private madrasas will 
be uploaded, and the por-
tal will launch soon,” Rajib 
Saikia, CPRO of Assam po-
lice, said.

Earlier on 4 September, a 
meeting between the DGP 
of Assam, senior police of-
ficials, and representatives 

of several organisations that 
run the madrasas was held, 
and several decisions were 
taken, including ensuring 
that no extremist elements 
would take shelter in the 
madrasas in the name of re-
ligious teaching.

The Assam Police CPRO 
said that during today’s 
meeting, the Assam DGP 
said that police verification 
would be compulsory for 
those who come from outside 
of the state and are engaged 
as teachers in madrasas.

“There should be at least 
a 3 km distance between 
two madrasas, and the en-
rollment of each madrasa 

should be at least 100 stu-
dents,” DGP Bhaskar Jyoti 
Mahanta said.

Several other issues were 
also discussed in the meet-
ing. Several private madra-
sas in the state came under 
scanner after teachers em-
ployed in some madrasas 
were arrested by the Assam 
police .

Assam police have arrested 
47 persons, including several 
Madrasa teachers, for their 
alleged links with terrorist 
organisations and also bust-
ed six AQIS/ABT modules in 
the state. Assam police also 
handed over one case to the 
NIA.

Assam govt urges madrasas to 
provide information by 1 December 
TDG NETWORK
GUWAHATI

horror 

shocking incident 

Juvenile 

criMe and PunishMent 

raPe case 

Mother Power 

A man was arrested on Wednesday for alleg-
edly raping a one-and-a-half-year-old girl in 
the Marehra village of Etah district in Uttar 
Pradesh.

Following a complaint from the girl’s fami-
ly, a case was registered at the Marhara police 
station under relevant sections of the Indian 

Penal Code (IPC).
The family alleged that the accused tried to 

rape her and that she was injured in the inci-
dent. The police said that the girl was found 
covered in blood. The accused was arrested 
a few hours after the incident. The accused 
has been identified as Sanju (25).

Additional Superintendent of Police (ASP) 
Dhananjay Kushwaha said that the accused 
is being interrogated.

A doctor in an alleged ine-
briated state has allegedly 
thrashed a female patient in 
the medical college hospital 
of Chhattisgarh’s Korba dis-
trict. The hospital manage-
ment has issued a show-cause 
notice against the doctor after 
a video of the incident went 
viral on social media.

The patient’s son, Shyam 
Kumar, a resident of Gerwani 
village, said that his mother 
Sukhmati’s health deteriorat-
ed late in the night, as a result 
of which he called 108 and 

112, but he heard back that it 
would take time. After seeing 
her deteriorating health, he 
immediately brought her to 
the hospital in an autorick-
shaw. During the treatment, 
the doctor allegedly beat up 
his mother. When he pro-
tested against the act, he was 
told to keep quiet. The dean of 
Medical College Hospital, Dr 
Avinash Meshram, said that 
the matter came to his atten-
tion and a show-cause notice 
was issued against the doctor. 
Further investigation into the 
matter was going on, and ac-
tion would be taken accord-
ingly, he added.

A three-year-old child was 
rescued by Bhubaneswar 
Police after she was sold to a 
family in Pipli by her father.

According to Dr Benud-
har Senapati, Director Child 
Helpline, a mother living 
in the Jatni area has com-
plained at Baragarh Police 
station, Bhubaneswar that 

her three year old daughter 
has been sold to a Muslim 
family Osid Mohamud and 
Mamtaj Begum of Pipli by 
her husband.

“Her husband has been 
living in the Baragarh Po-
lice Station area. Only four 
months back, he took the 
child from her mother. An 
illegal adoption deed is car-
ried out between the father 
in a non-judicial paper in the 

court,” the Director said.
It also came to the notice 

of Childline that this illegal 
adoption has been planned 
and carried out by a No-
tary Public at Bhubaneswar 
Court with an affidavit.

“The notary is also instru-
mental in changing the name 
of the child and giving her a 
Muslim name. Even in the 
absence of the mother, he 
has done this affidavit in her 

name,” the Director said.
Senapati, Director of Child 

Helplines in Bhubaneshwar, 
stated that the child was 
placed in Subhadra Mahatab 
Seva Sadan by order of the 
Adll. CWC.

“As per the Juvenile Justice 
Act 2015, illegal adoption is 
punishable with three years 
of imprisonment and Rs 1 
lakh fine under section 80,” 
he said.
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1.5-year-old girl raPed By neighBour 
in uP’s etah, accused arrested  

doctor thrashes feMale 
Patient in chhattisgarh, 
video goes viral 

illegal adoPtion Bid foiled in BhuBaneswar, 
Police rescues Minor girl 

Iranian man arrested 
for robbing people 
while posing as cop 

Complainant seeks cancellation of anticipatory 
bail of Eldhose Kunnappilly

Kota woman saves her six-month 
old daughter from a jackal 

encounter 

A wanted dacoit, Gudda 
Gurjar, was arrested after an 
encounter on the outskirts of 
Gwalior. During the encoun-
ter, the dacoit sustained in-
juries to his leg and was ad-
mitted to Gwalior’s Trauma 
Center.

Gwalior Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IG), D Shrini-
vas Verma, stated that on 
Wednesday evening, the po-
lice received a tip about the 
movement of Gudda Gurjar 
near Khirkiya Dand Village 

in the district’s Pachauta 
Forest. Acting on the in-
formation, the police team 
rushed to the spot and had a 
gunfight with the dacoit.

Gurjar sustained leg in-
juries in the encounter and 

was admitted to the hospital. 
A 315-bore rifle was also re-
covered from the spot. Three 
more companions of Gurjar 
managed to flee the site, the 
police were searching for 
them in the area, he added.

There was a reward of 
Rs 60,000 on Gurjar, Rs 
30,000 from Gwalior IG and 
Rs 30,000 from Chambal 
IG. Around 30 cases were 
registered against Gurjar, 
including three murders 
and five attempts to murder, 
IG Verma said.

Further investigation into 
the matter is underway.

The Police on Thursday ar-
rested a 55-year-old Iranian 
man wanted in connection 
with chain-snatching and 
cheating cases. The arrested 
accused was identified as 
Haidar Tehjib Sayyed, a resi-
dent of Aambivali, Kalyan.

He was arrested by a team 
of Dahisar police, and a 
gold ring weighing 5 grams 
was also recovered from his 
possession, officials said on 
Thursday. The accused was 
an accomplice of another 
Iranian migrant Kabuli Jafri, 

who was arrested by the 
property cell of the Mum-
bai Police in September this 
year in connection with a se-
ries of chain snatching and 
cheating cases while posing 
as a crime branch officer in 
Mumbai, the police said.

Officials said that the ac-
cused, Haidar Tehjib Sayyed, 
was also wanted and had 
cases of cheating and other 
crimes registered against 
him. He would also pose 
as a police officer and seize 
valuables from people.

He was arrested by Dahisar 
police on the basis of a tip-off 
received through sources. 

“Mother is the greatest warrior of the 
world”, the quote has been proven right 
by a woman in Kota, Rajasthan. A mother 
pulled her six-month-old infant daughter 
from the mouth of a jackal. The wounded 
girl is being treated at J.K. Lone Hospital. 
The child was attacked by the jackal in the 
courtyard of her house while she was play-
ing there.

The incident occurred in Jhajol village, 
Etawah town from Kota, where a six-
month-old girl was playing in her own 
courtyard.The girl child was picked up by 
a jackal and taken away, but was followed 
by her mother, who pulled her child out of 
the jaws of the jackal.

Tulsa Bai, the mother of the wounded 
child, said she was feeding the cattle at 
the time of the incident. Meanwhile, her 
infant daughter, named Bisarta, was play-
ing right there in the courtyard. Suddenly, 
she heard the child’s cries and rushed after 
her to find that the jackal was holding her 
clamped in his jaws. Tulsa immediately 
put her own life in danger by leaping on 
the jackal and grabbing both of his legs.

Following the screams, other people 
from the village rushed to them and 
started beating the jackal with sticks. As a 
result, the jackal abandoned the child and 
ran towards the forest. The child was then 
rushed to the J.K. Lone hospital.

According to the medics, the poor child 
was attacked by the jackal over her head 
and face, but she was rescued just in time.
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dacoit gudda gurJar arrested in 
MP’s gwalior

security concerns 

Mumbai Police have issued 
a fresh order prohibiting the 
flying of drones and other 
remote-controlled or “mi-
cro-light aircraft” in the city 
for 30 days to prevent their 
possible use for terrorist ac-
tivities. 
The Mumbai police order 
was issued on Wednesday 
under Section 144 of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure.
According to the police no-

tification, the order will be in 
force between 13 November  
to 12 December.

“It was likely that terrorist 
and anti-national elements 
might make use of drones, 
remote-controlled micro-
light aircraft, aerial mis-
siles, or paragliders to target 
“VVIPs” and endanger “the 
life of the public at large, de-
stroy public property, and 

cause disturbance to law and 
order in the Brihanmumbai 
Police Commissionerate 
area,”  the order said.

The order further said that 
restrictions were necessary 
to “prevent probable sabo-
tage.”

“No flying activities of 
drones, remote-controlled 
micro-light aircraft, para-
gliders, paramotors, hot air 
balloons, or private helicop-
ters shall be allowed in the 

jurisdiction of the Brihan-
mumbai Police Commis-
sionerate area for the period 
of the next 30 days, except 
for aerial surveillance by 
city police themselves or 
upon written permission by 
the Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Operations),” the 
order said. Notably, Section 
144 empowers the police to 
issue prohibitory orders in 
cases of nuisance or appre-
hended danger. 
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Mumbai bans flying of drones and micro-light 
aircraft for 30 days

Gudda Gurjar

8496 Madrasas identified in lucknow, 16 
districts suBMit rePort 
Lucknow:  8496 non-registered Madrasas have been 
identified in Lucknow during a survey by the state 
government. 16 districts have submitted their reports to 
the authorities.  The DMs of all the districts of Lucknow 
have been asked to submit their reports to the authori-
ties. Post that, an enquiry will be set up on these Ma-
drasas, as declared by the cabinet minister Dharampal 
Singh in his review meeting.

The complainant woman in 
the rape case against Con-
gress MLA Eldhose Kun-
nappilly approached the 
Kerala High Court, seek-
ing to cancel the anticipa-
tory bail granted to him.  

Thiruvananthapuram Addi-
tional Sessions Court grant-
ed him anticipatory bail on 
21 October. The woman had 
recently filed a rape and 
an attempt to murder case 
against Perumbavoor MLA 
Eldhose Kunnappilly.

Earlier, the state govern-
ment also approached the 

High Court. The state sought 
to cancel the anticipatory 
bail granted to Eldhose Kun-
nappillil by the lower court 
in Thiruvananthapuram in 
the case. The state govern-
ment has contended that 
custodial interrogation is 
needed in this case.

M e a n w h i l e ,  Ke r a l a 

Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (KPCC) president K 
Sudhakaran has suspended 
rape accused Perumbavoor 
MLA Eldhose Kunnappilly 
from KPCC and DCC mem-
bership for six months. The 
explanation given by the 
MLA was not satisfactory”, 
the suspension order stated.



Since 1940, the Uni-
form Civil Code has 
remained quite sensitive 

and controversial, which we 
discussed yesterday in this 
column. Today we will try to 
look at the politics on UCC. It 
seems that there is no consen-
sus on UCC among not only 
different political parties but 
the ruling party BJP and its 
parent organisation RSS too. 
BJP is claiming that UCC has 
remained its one of the prime 
agenda since beginning but 
there is no continuation in its 
policy as well as manifestos 
since Jan Sangh period. Look 
at the track record. 

THE JOURNEY OF UCC 
IN MANIFESTO 
In a party document, ‘Poli-
cies and Manifesto-1967, Jan 
Sangh mentioned for the first 
time that a Uniform Civil Code 
will be enacted to govern the 

laws of marriage, adoption, 
inheritance, etc. for all Indian 
citizens.’ There was no men-
tion of it in 1971 and 1972 man-
ifestos! Bharatiya Jan Sangh 
contested 1977 Lok Sabha 
election on the symbol of Lok 
Dal and there was no men-
tion of UCC in the manifesto. 
Even in 1980, with Janta Party 
the UCC was kept aside. The 
Bharatiya Janta Party came 
in the existence in 1984, but 
there were no mention of UCC 
in their manifestos of 1884 & 
1989.  BJP declared in its mani-
festo of 1991: “We will appoint 
a Law Commission to study 
various civil laws-ancient, 
medieval and modern-to 
evolve a Common Civil Law 
for the whole country to give 
our citizens a feeling of unity 
and brotherhood.” It reiter-
ated in 1996 saying that the 
BJP is committed to Article 
44 of the Constitution. We will 
adopt a Uniform Civil Code 
which will be applicable to 
every community and foster 
a common Bharatiya identity, 
apart from ensuring gender 
equality. Regressive personal 
laws will cease to have legal 
validity. 

It is to be noted that even af-
ter such commitment, there 
was no mention of UCC in 
BJP’s 1998, 1999, 2004, 2009 

manifestos! Yes, again BJP 
brought it back in its mani-
festo of 2014, which shows 
“Article 44 of the constitution 
of India lists Uniform Civil 
Code as one of the Directive 
Principals of state policy. BJP 
believes that there cannot be 
gender equality till such time 
India adopts a Uniform Civil 
Code, drawing upon the best 
traditions and harmonizing 
them with the modern times.” 
Finally, in its manifesto of 
2019, BJP says, “Article 44 of 
the Constitution of India lists 
Uniform Civil Code as one of 
the Directive Principals of 
state policy. BJP believes that 
there cannot be gender equal-
ity till such time India adopts 
a Uniform Civil Code, which 
protects the rights of all wom-
en, and the BJP reiterates its 
stand to draft a Uniform Civil 
Code, drawing upon the best 
traditions and harmonizing 
them with the modern times.” 

IS RSS IN FAVOUR OF 
UCC?
Recently RSS Joint General 
Secretary Dattatreya Hosa-
bale has said that there should 
be a public debate on the Uni-
form Civil Code. At the same, 
he left it to the government to 
decide if it was time to bring 
a bill on it or not! The RSS is 
the ideological mentor of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. Ho-
sabale added that, “Uniform 
Civil Code was mentioned in 
the Constitution under the 
Directive Principles of State 
Policy, but the architects of 
the Constitution never rec-
ommended a time frame to 
implement it. We have to 
educate people about it first. 

There should be a proper pub-
lic debate about it as it helps 
in clearing perceptions.” All 
these show that there is no 
clear cut consensus between 
BJP and RSS for implementa-
tion of UCC. 

CENTRE CANNOT 
DIRECT PARLIAMENT 
TO FRAME OR ENACT 
ANY LAW ON UCC
UCC was proposed twice, in 
November 2019 and March 
2020 but was withdrawn 
both the times without intro-
duction in parliament. The bill 
is reported to be contemplated 
due to differences between 
BJP and RSS. It faces opposi-
tion primarily from Muslims, 
Indian left and conservative 
section of Hindus as a threat 
to religious freedom. While 
BJP continues to defend it as 
a modern and scientific way 
of living. Meanwhile, the 
Supreme Court last month 
sought a ‘comprehensive re-
sponse’ from the Centre on a 
batch of petitions seeking a 
direction to the government 
to frame religion and gender-
neutral uniform laws for di-
vorce, adoption, guardian-
ship, succession, inheritance, 
maintenance, marriage age, 
and alimony. The top court 
said whether such a direction 
in the form of a writ of man-
damus can be issued to the 
legislature for framing laws 
would be a ‘basic question’. 
The Centre in its reply said, 
“It could not direct Parlia-
ment to frame or enact any 
law on Uniform Civil Code in 
the country. The Ministry of 
Law and Justice in its affidavit 
stated that the matter of policy 

is for the elected representa-
tives of the people to decide 
and no direction in this regard 
can be issued by the Centre. 
It is for the legislature to en-
act or not to enact a piece of 
legislation.”

There is a silent exercise is 
going on to find out the way 
to create an atmosphere for 
UCC. Look at the instances 
and political developments. 
After independence, in the 
beginning of the twentieth 
century, the demand for a Uni-
form Civil Code was first put 
forward by the women activ-
ists. The objective behind this 
demand was women’s rights, 
equality and secularism. UCC 
emerged as a crucial topic of 
interest in Indian politics fol-
lowing the Shah Bano case in 
1985. In this case, a divorced 
Muslim woman was brought 
within the ambit of Section 
125 of Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, 1973 by the Supreme 
Court in which it was declared 
by the Apex court that she was 
entitled for maintenance even 
after the completion of Iddah 
period. The debate arose 
when the question of making 
certain laws applicable to all 
citizens without abridging the 
fundamental rights to prac-
tice religious functions. The 
debate then focused on the 
Muslim Personal Law, which 
is partially based on the Sharia 
Law, permitting unilateral di-
vorce, polygamy and putting 
it among the legally applying 
the Sharia law. Thereafter in 
1995, In the case of Sarla Mud-
gal v. Union of India, Justice 
Kuldip Singh reiterated the 
need for the Parliament to 
frame a Uniform Civil Code, 

which would help the cause 
of national integration by re-
moving contradictions based 
on ideologies. 

Therefore, the responsibility 
entrusted on the State under 
Article 44 of the Constitution 
whereby a Uniform Civil 
Code must be secured has 
been urged by the Supreme 
Court repeatedly as a matter 
of urgency. In the case of Lily 
Thomas v. Union of India in 
2000, the Supreme Court said 
it could not direct the centre to 
introduce a UCC. In 2015, the 
apex court refused to direct 
the government to take a deci-
sion on having a UCC. In 2016, 
Prime Minister asked the Law 
Commission to examine the 
issue of ‘Triple Talaq’. Triple 
Talaq (Talaq -e- biddat) was 
declared unconstitutional on 
22 August 2017. 

This is a conflict between 
ideologies. Our constitution 
mandates that India is a secu-
lar state. Secularism to some 
signified that religious com-
munities are free to follow 
their religion prescribed codes 
in matter of family laws per-
taining to marriage, divorce, 
adoption, etc. Even disre-
garding the constitutional 
mandate of gender equality. 
Implementation of UCC is im-
portant and in the direction of 
secularism, but the announce-
ment of UCC implementation 
at the time of assembly elec-
tion is a politically motivated 
move, not ‘JUSTICE to ALL, 
APPEASEMENT to NONE 
’ as BJP claims.

Sudhir S. Raval is a veteran 
journalist and columnist from 
Gujarat and Consulting Editor 
with iTV Network, New Delhi.

Uniform Civil Code:  
A politically confused agenda
UCC was proposed twice in Parliament, but was withdrawn without its introduction. 
The issue is reported to be contemplated due to differences between BJP and RSS.

SOFT POWER 

PART 2 

There is no denying that the gunfire at former 
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan’s rally re-
cently has plunged crisis-ridden Islamabad into 
fresh chaos, with the political instability staring at 
the country. Pakistan is already grappling with a 
range of problems, including an economic down-
turn, and natural disaster that has left around 30 
million people homeless. Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif has so far been unable to deal effectively 
with the challenges that his country is facing. A 
resurgent Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) is an-
other political challenge that is adding to Sharif’s 
headache now. So with this being the case, PM 
Shehabaz Sharif like his predecessors will be 
resorting to certain ‘diversionary tactics’ so that 
he could divert the attention of Pakistani citizens 
and international community from the existing 
internal woes and problems. Obviously, raising 
tensions along the Line of Control (LOC) and rak-
ing up the Kashmir issue would be an easy option 
for the Sharif government. The military officials 
and diplomats have expressed apprehension, and 
rightly so, that Pakistan would be coming out with 
statements on Kashmir more frequently with the 
sole agenda of diverting attention from its inter-
nal problems and the turmoil which is visible all 
along in the country. Moreover, the government 
in the neighbouring country may support activi-
ties aimed at increasing tensions along the Line 
of Control (LOC). This may include unprovoked 
firing from the Pakistan army.  

The Sharif government is aware of the fact that 
the international bodies like IMF, the UN, human 
rights organisations and FATF are all watching 
the negative developments in Pakistan, with no 
responsible behaviour being noticed there. The 
chaos and scenes of unruly behaviour among 
public and political class in Pakistan may force the 
financial institutions to reconsider their decision 
to extend help to the country.  

Experts are right in drawing the conclusion 
that Pakistan would like its nexus with China to 
gain more ground at this juncture. With the help 
of China, Pakistan would be looking to foment 
trouble for India. Sharif was in Beijing when the 
situation in Pakistan took a turn for worse follow-
ing the firing at Imran Khan. But Sharif continued 
to highlight the Kashmir issue to serve his own 
agenda during his meeting with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping in Beijing. The motive of the Pakistan’s 
leader was undeniably to shift the focus from 
what was happening back in Pakistan. Jinping 
also happily joined Sharif in giving further twist 
to the Kashmir issue, stressing on the need to ex-
pand the CPEC projects by involving a third party 
in the projects. India objected to any such move, 
stating that the connectivity project goes through 
Indian territory and, therefore, amounts to ‘forc-
ible occupation’. “CPEC includes projects on the 
sovereign territory of India under forcible and 
illegal external occupation. We resolutely reject 
any attempts to utilise such projects to change 
the status quo in this area,” said External Affairs 
Ministry Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi. He also 
said, “Any attempts to involve third parties in such 
activities are inherently illegal, illegitimate and 
unacceptable and will be treated as such by us.”

This way, India was quick, logical and bang right 
in its objections over Pakistan and China agree-
ing to speed up work on various components of 
CPEC. What was another irritant was that they 
invited third parties to invest in CPEC and agreed 
to extend the project to Afghanistan. Now, what 
India must be watchful of is that Sharif would be 
involved in more activities aimed at strengthen-
ing the nexus with China so as to needle India 
through the projects like CPEC. Pakistan would 
be making desperate attempts to involve its like-
minded nations to heat up the Kashmir agenda.  
The recent statement of Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) reaffirming “its full solidarity 
with the people of Jammu and Kashmir in their 
quest for the right to self-determination”, should 
be seen as part of Pakistan’s sinister strategy to 
rake up the Kashmir issue as a diversionary tactic. 
The vested interests (read Pakistan) are behind the 
OIC’s statement like this.   

After the incident of firing at Imran, India said it 
will keep a close eye on the development. It’s good 
that New Delhi is already cautious in terms of de-
velopments in Pakistan. But India must also keep 
its focus on how the Sharif dispensation is going to 
resort to ploys to shift focus away from its failures. 
This would include Pakistan raising the issue of 
Kashmir at the UN and other global forums more 
frequently. At the same time, the army officers and 
intelligence agencies are not ruling out the possi-
bility of increased infiltration bids from across the 
border to foment trouble in Jammu and Kashmir. 
What India needs to do is that it should draw at-
tention of the UN and FATF towards the possibil-
ity of increased activities of the terror groups like 
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Muhammad. There 
cannot be even a shred of doubt that these terror 
outfits would be boosting infiltration bids at the 
behest of state actors in Pakistan. 

T. Brajesh 

PERSPECTIVE
DIVERSIONARY TACTIC

DELHI MUST BE WARY 
BECAUSE OF 
CHAOS-HIT PAKISTAN 

As the Football World Cup 
2022 is starting on the 20 
November, Qatar is all geared 
with its Nation-Branding 
strategies and all out to 
flare up its most important 
soft power tool-Sports. The 
importance of Qatar in the 
international sphere lies in 
its uniqueness. The thumb-
shaped spit of sand in the gulf 
region with a population of 
only 29.3 lakhs, the highest 
Gross Domestic Production 
per capita, and the third larg-
est reserves of Liquefied Natu-
ral Gas has created a distinct 
mark in the regional and inter-
national politics going beyond 
its geographical limitation. 
Qatari foreign policy has been 
very ambitious in the last two 
decades and its new-found in-
ternational attention has led 
to increased scrutiny regard-
ing its internal policies. It has 
been using other soft power 
through various tools like Al-
Jazeera Media Network, Con-
flict Mediation techniques, 
Tourism, education etc. and 
has strategically used sports 

to promote a modern image 
for itself. Qataris have been 
deliberately using sports to 
alter their global reputation.  

Arab Gulf Region has 
emerged as a centre for 
sporting activities, espe-
cially the city of Dubai, Abu 
Dhabi, Sharjah, Manama and 
Doha have all understood 
the importance of investing 
in high-profile international 
sporting events for soft power 
projection and to survive the 
post-oil economy. Since 2015 
Qatar has hosted more than 
500 world-class sporting 
events and has projected it-
self as a leading location for 
sporting clubs and training 
camps. The country invested 
190 million dollars in 2010 to 
place the Qatar Foundation 
logo in place of the UNICEF 
in the European football 
club Barcelona’s football kit. 
Later replaced it with Qatar 
Airways logo was placed for 
the promotional endeavour 
to increase sales but it was 
a well-thought strategy for 
promoting Qatar as a foot-
ball-loving nation. The Gulf 
Corporation Council (GCC) 
states and Qatar have been 
using various strategies to 
craft an image of themselves, 
including sports migration, 
pursuing higher FIFA rank-
ing and Olympic medals. The 
Qatari investment in Aspire 
Academy and the recruitment 
of top-notch sporting coaches 

and athletes is just another ex-
ample of its sports diplomacy. 
Qatar started its sports jour-
ney in 2006 by hosting Asian 
Games (much later than other 
gulf states like Bahrain and 
UAE), but emerged as a cru-
cial competitor for others. It 
is really interesting to think 
about how a country that got 
its independence not even 50 
years ago trying hard to reach 
a worldwide audience using 
its natural gas resources could 
win the bid to host the 2022 
world cup.

The international scrutiny 
of Qataris has put strong al-
legations on Doha of corrup-
tion surrounding the bidding 
procedure of the World cup, 
money laundering and the 
inhuman treatment of the 
South Asian blue-collar 
workforce involved in the 
construction of sporting fa-
cilities. The Qatar government 
has launched several public 
relations responses to ad-
dress these accusations time 
and over. It has introduced 
quite a few labour reforms 
to shun the criticism. Often 
characterized in international 
politics as a small state trying 
to “punch above its weight” 
Qataris have systematically 
used sports in their favour. 
It essentially found a strong 
platform to reach out to a 
wider audience cutting across 
cultural and national differ-
ences by hosting the World 

Cup 2022. The government 
has given Doha a modern 
luxurious image to promote 
tourism while competing with 
its neighbouring Emirate, 
Dubai. Qatar Airway which 
has access to more than 120 
international airports ensures 
tourists and business footfall 
surrounding the sporting 
events. However, Qatar’s re-
cord in hosting IAAF World 
Athletics Championship 
shows a different picture. 
The Qataris could not save 
themselves from the embar-
rassment of near-empty stadi-
ums even after the authorities 
distributed free tickets. The 
athletes dropped out of the 
competition due to high tem-
peratures even the open-air 
conditioning and infrastruc-
ture couldn’t prevent them.

Qatar has been strategi-
cally using its news network 
Al-Jazeera to further its image 
in the sporting world. Many 
argue that Qatar kept its first 
foot in international soccer 
way back in 2003 with the 
launch of a dedicated channel 
for live sports. It later became 
a separate media house called 
‘beIN Sports’ with broadcast-
ing rights for international 
football in various markets. 
The selection of Qatar as a host 
of the largest football sport-
ing event in the world raised 
eyebrows. Qatar is the first 
Middle Eastern nation with 
an average high temperature 

of 108 Fahrenheit to host the 
World cup. Even the timing 
was changed from summer 
to November to 

The human rights organi-
zation has, strongly decried 
human rights violations of 
the South Asian, and Phili-
pino workers who have tolled 
hard to build 8 new stadiums, 
airports, hotels, and metro in 
12 years. Additionally, the Qa-
tari government’s strict laws 
prohibiting homosexuality 
have faced severe criticism 
from LGBTQ+ Community. 
It also faced severe economic 
blockades in 2017 from its 
other gulf countries like Saudi 
Arabia and UAE because of 
its independent foreign policy 
supporting organizations like 
Muslim Brotherhood and 
Hamas. Its strong connec-
tion with Iran and the use 
of the Al-Jazeera network to 
promote its international poli-
tics became the major bone of 
contention. 

There is no denying the 
fact Qatar has successfully 
handled its independent in-
ternational outlook and tack-
led the economic crisis. The 
withdrawal of the economic 
blockade in 2019 also signals 
that other gulf states have real-
ized the economic impact of 
hosting a sporting event will 
extend beyond Qatar. The 
whooping $200 billion worth 
of expenditure is claimed to 
be part of Qatar’s national 

development and modern-
ization vision. Undoubtedly 
expected 1 million visitors will 
accelerate growth in diverse 
economic sectors. And the 
small state will surely keep 
no stone unturned to move 
beyond the narrative of a small 
state where oil and natural gas 
are produced. The FIFA world 
cup 2020 certainly holds the 
potential to revive the spirit of 
cooperation among the Gulf 
states. Qatar still has been 
able to reap the benefits of the 
sporting sector while success-
fully creating a niche for itself 
by using its media, sports, 
academia, culture and enter-
tainment together. While pro-
moting sports as a diplomatic 
means cannot create any ma-
jor geopolitical impact, sports 
diplomacy certainly tries to 
accelerate the existing shift in 
the international sphere. It, 
therefore, comes as a medium 
to send political messages and 
achieve national interest. The 
FIFA world cup indeed stands 
to be one of the most coveted 
events Qatar has ever been 
host to but only the coming 
will reveal if Qatar success-
fully strikes the right diplo-
matic strings while hosting 
the soccer game.

Dr Sreshtha Chakraborty is an 
Assistant Professor in Political 
Science at Manav Rachna In-
stitute of Research and Studies. 
She holds PhD from the School 
of International Studies, JNU.  

FIFA World Cup 2022: Time to test Qatar’s 
Sports Diplomacy
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The Mumbai Bench 
of the Income Tax 
Appellate Tribunal 

(ITAT) in the case Dy. Com-
missioner of Income Tax- 
3(3)1) Versus M/s. Sikraft 
Infotech Private Limited 
observed and has held that 
the software development 
expenses for rendering ser-
vices to clients are revenue 
expenses.

The two-member bench 
comprising of Judicial Mem-
ber, Vikas Awasthy and the 
Accountant Member, Gagan 
Goyal in the case observed 
that the expenditure has 
been incurred in the regular 
course of business of the as-
sessee and for earning of the 
profits and revenue, hence 
the expenditure being on 
the revenue account.

In the present case, the 
appellant/assessee is in the 
business of process auto-
mation software and hard-
ware engineering, which 
includes software devel-
opment, export of technical 
services, etc. Thus, during 
the period relevant to the 
assessment year under ap-
peal, it has been claimed 
by the assessee, the expen-
ditures toward software de-
velopment. The expenditure 
claimed was in the nature of 
salaries for engineers, hotel 
expenses, insurance, travel 
expenses, etc.

It has been held by the 
Assessing Officer that the 
expenditure on software 
development to be capital 
in nature, in an assessment 
proceeding.

An appeal has been filled 
by the assessee before the 
CIT (A). After examining 
the fact, it has been held by 
the CIT(A) that the expen-

diture on software devel-
opment is regular business 
expenditure and has been 
incurred for the develop-
ment of software for use by 
clients which include the 
export to overseas clients.

The findings were re-
versed by the CIT(A) of the 
Assessing Officer and held 
the expenditure to be on a 

revenue account.
Further, it had been sub-

mitted by the assessee that 
the assessing officer had 
erred in assuming that the 
software development ex-
penditure is for the devel-
opment of software for the 
assessee’s own use. Thus, 
the expenditure being for 
the development of soft-

ware for the clients of the 
assessee.

Accordingly, the ITAT 
upheld the order of the 
CIT(A) and has held that 
the expenses were not for 
software development for 
use by the assessee but for 
rendering services to cli-
ents which also includes 
the overseas clients.

IN COURT

ITAT: SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT 
EXPENSES FOR RENDERING SERVICE TO 
CLIENTS IS REVENUE EXPENSE

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court ob-
served and refused to grant 
urgent listing to a petition 
seeking directions to stop 
stubble burning in neigh-
bouring states to control 
the air pollution in Delhi. 

The bench comprising of 
CJI, Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud, Justice Hima Kohli 
and Justice J.B. Pardiwala 
was hearing the matter 
mentioned by Advocate 
Shashank Shekhar Jha.

In the present case, the 

CJI asked the counsel as 
the matter was mentioned, 

“So what is your solution to 
the Delhi pollution?”
Adding to it, the counsel 

submitted for the banning 
of stubble burning can be 
effective in tackling the 
pollution issue that engulfs 
Delhi.

However, the submis-
sions made by counsel did 
not impress the CJI.

The CJI remarked, So, 
you think, it is going to 
stop? So, we ban it? We en-
force it against every one 

farmer in UP and Punjab?
Further, the CJI being of 

the opinion that some gen-
uine solutions are needed 
to be implemented to fight 
pollution. “This is not be-
ing the way, we need to 
find some genuine solu-
tions.”
Adding to it, the CJI stated 

that there are some things 
that courts can do and 
some things courts can not 
do. The court will take it 
up immediately. The court 
handle matters which are 
judicially amenable.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: 
Refused Urgent Listing 
For PIL To Ban Stubble 
Burning; “You Think It 
Is Going To Stop”
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case S. 
Shankaraiah vs Land Acquisition 
Officer and Revenue Divisional 
Officer Peddapali Karimnagar 
observed and has reiterated that 
the purpose for which the land ac-
quisition is made is also a relevant 
factor for determining the market 
value

In the present case, A large ex-
tent of land in Adrial Village of 
Manthani Mandal, Karimnagar 
District of Andhra Pradesh was 
acquired by the State Govern-
ment for the benefit of Singareni 
Collieries Company Limited. The 
land owners not being satisfied 
with the compensation awarded 
by the Land Acquisition Officer 
seek references under Section 18 
of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894. 

Thus, the Reference Court fixed 
the market value at Rs.30,000/  
per acre and Rs.50,000/  per acre. 
A compensation of @ Rs.15,000/  
per acre towards sub soil mineral 
rights has also been awarded by 
the Reference Court. Lately, the 
award was modified by the High 
Court and fixed the compensation 
@ Rs.80,000/  per acre consider-
ing the market value of the land 
Rs.1,23,000/  per acre and there-
after deducting 1/3rd towards 
the developmental activities. 
Also, in addition the High Court 
awarded Rs.10,000/  per acre as 
part of the market value for sub-
soil rights. Aggrieving with the 
same, the land owners r original 
claimants preferred appeal seek-
ing enhancement of the amount of 
compensation.

It has been contended by the 

land owners/claimant that the 
lands in question have been ac-
quired for the benefit of the min-
ing company/ Singareni Collieries 
Company Ltd. which is to be used 
for coal excavation. The coal is al-
ready being existed in the lands 
acquired. Thus, the entire land is 
to be mined and the coal is to be 
excavated, there is no wastage of 
land on account of any develop-
mental activities such as roads, 
sewage lines, parks etc. In the 
view of the present matter, they 
contended that there is no devel-
opment required and therefore 
1/3rd deduction is not warranted 
at all.

Further, the court noted that 
by this court the identical ques-
tion came to be considered by 
this Court in the case of Nelson 
Fernandes (supra) and after tak-

ing into consideration the earlier 
decision of the Court in the case 
of Basavva vs. Spl. Land Acquisi-
tion Officer, wherein it was held 
by the court that the purpose for 
which acquisition is made is also 
a relevant factor for determining 
the market value.

The court while applying the 
said judgement to the facts of this 
case observed that when the ac-
quisition is solely for the purpose 
of excavation of coal and the entire 
land is being acquired on the basis 
of the estimates of the coal reserve 
identified and the entire land is to 
be used and mined and no further 
developmental activity is required, 
the court is of the opinion that in 
the facts and circumstances of the 
case, the High Court has erred in 
deducting 1/3rd towards the de-
velopmental activities.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Purpose Of Land 
Acquisition Also A Relevant Factor 
For Determining Market Value
TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi Bench of the Customs, Excise, and 
Service Tax Appellate Tribunal (CESTAT) in 
the case Nai Dunia Media Pvt. Ltd. Versus 
Commissioner of Central Goods & Service 
Tax and Central Excise observed and has 
held that the service tax is not payable on the 
amount received as facility charges as it was 
wholly attributable to electricity expenses 
and the same have been shared proportion-
ately by the assessee and its sister concerns.
The bench comprising of Judicial Member, 
Anil Choudhary in the case observed that the 
electricity is a good and not a service. Thus, it 
being outside the scope of electricity.

In the present case, the appellant/assessee 
are the publishers and printers of newspa-
pers and are registered with the Service 
Tax Department for providing a taxable 
service of renting out immovable property. 
Thus, there are other companies, under the 
same group or management. However, all 
the companies are located in the same office 
building or factory premises.

The main issue in the case raised was 
weather the facility sharing charges 
amounting to Rs. 1,73,50,000 were reim-
bursement of electricity expenses and are 
not includible in the taxable value.

It was held by the appeal, commissioner 
that part of the facility-sharing charges was 
as per the agreement. There being a fixed 
charge per month for sharing all the facili-
ties or the electricity charges, which were 
charged separately because they were 
variable according to usage but still a part 
of facility-sharing agreement remained. It 

was also held by the court that the reim-
bursement or recovery of electricity charges 
would be part of the provision of service.

Further, it had been argued by the appel-
lant that the total amount received as per 
the Profit & Loss Account from the year 
2008–2009 to the year 2011–2012 was the 
sharing of electricity charges or reimburse-
ment of proportional electricity expenses 
to the appellant because the electric supply 
metre is in the name of the appellant.

However, the appellant contended on the 
basis of the sub-meter, the electricity bill is 
bifurcated between the various entities un-
der the same management and there being 
no element of service involvement. Under 
CETA, electricity is a good chargeable to 
central excise. It has also been argued by 
the appellant that an extended period of 
limitation is not invokable, as all transac-
tions are properly recorded in the books of 
accounts maintained in the normal course 
of business. Hence, the issue is wholly in-
terpretational, and an extended period is 
not invokable.

It has also been noted by CESTAT that 
the amount has been paid by the appellant 
of electricity consumption on the basis of 
the bill generated by the Madhya Pradesh 
Electricity Board. The electricity is also be-
ing share by the appellant in the name of 
facility sharing. Therefore, the appellant 
acted on behalf of their tenant and paid the 
electricity charges to a third party. As the 
appellant is providing the service of Rent-
ing of Immovable Property along with “Fa-
cility Sharing Service.”

Accordingly, the assessee’s appeal was al-
lowed by the CESTAT.

IN COURT

CESTAT: NO SERVICE TAX PAYABLE ON 
FACILITY CHARGES ATTRIBUTABLE TO 
ELECTRICITY EXPENSES

TDG NETWORK 
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With the amend-
ment of Mines 
& Minerals (De-

velopment & Regulation) 
MMDR Act in 2021, private 
agencies can also participate 
in exploration for mineral 
sector after getting duly ac-
credited by QCI-NABET. So 
far, 13 private agencies have 
been accredited and sub-
sequently notified by the 
Central Government. The 
total number of government 
agencies engaged in mineral 
exploration comes to 22. 

Mineral  Exploration 
and Consultancy Limited 
(MECL), is pursuing min-
eral exploration activities 
through NMET funding. 
Apart from on-going ex-
ploration works, MECL is 
providing consultancy ser-
vices to State DGMs/ DMGs 
for preparation of reports 
and other documents for 
actionable blocks. MECL 
is also engaged with State 
Government of Rajasthan 
for feasibility study of pot-
ash deposit in western part 
of Rajasthan.

MINING

MMDR : THIRTEEN PRIVATE 
AGENCIES GET ACCREDITED FOR 
MINERAL EXPLORATION
TDG NETWORK 

The 11th Session of the India-Belarus Inter-
Governmental Commission on Trade, Eco-
nomic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural 
Cooperation was held on November 10, 2022 
in New Delhi. Som Prakash, Minister of State 
for Commerce and Industry, led the Indian 
delegation and H. E. Mr Vladimir Makei, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Belarus, led the Belarusian delegation.

The Intergovernmental Commission re-
viewed the results of bilateral cooperation 
that took place after the tenth session of the 
Commission in 2020. While expressing sat-
isfaction at the progress made in regard to 
some projects, the Commission also directed 
concerned Ministries and Departments to fo-
cus on key sectors in the trade & investment 
spheres to finalise concrete outcomes.

On the economic front, there has been sub-
stantial progress with expanding coopera-
tion across all sectors of focus. India and Be-
larus reiterated their strong desire to further 
broaden their cooperation with emphasis on 

key sectors such as pharmaceuticals, finan-
cial services, science and technology, heavy 
industries, culture, tourism, and education.

The two ministers directed their respective 
business communities to engage with each 
other in these sectors to further mutually 
beneficial cooperation. 

The two sides agreed to promote coop-
eration among various states in India and 
regions in Belarus, especially in focus areas.

India and Belarus are strategic partners 
since 1991. The two countries cooperate on 
several areas. This visit was an opportunity 
to review the existing relationship and find 
out ways and means to further strengthen 
cooperation between the two countries.

FOREIGN POLICY

11TH SESSION OF THE INDIA-
BELARUS INTER-GOVERNMENTAL 
COMMISSION ON TRADE, ECONOMIC, 
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNOLOGICAL AND 
CULTURAL COOPERATION HELD

TDG NETWORK 
  Substantial progress made on expand-

ing cooperation across all sectors of focus 
between India and Belarus

 India and Belarus agree to promote co-
operation among various states in India 
and regions in Belarus, especially in focus 
areas

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan will inau-
gurate the three-day mega agri-
cultural fair and exhibition being 
organized by the Union Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, in 
collaboration with the State govern-
ment and district administration, at 
Morena tomorrow. Union Minister 
of Agriculture and Farmers Wel-
fare and the local MP, Narendra 
Singh Tomar will preside over the 
Inaugural ceremony. About 35,000 
farmers of Chambal-Gwalior zone 
will participate in this event. For 
the guidance of farmers, 12 separate 
sessions and 4 group sessions will 
be held on various important top-
ics every day, in which agricultural 
experts from across the country 
will give information and presen-
tations. On this occasion, the Chief 
Minister will inaugurate 103 Amrit 
Sarovars and also lay the foundation 
stone of Sanjeevani Centres. Besides, 
foundation laying ceremony will 
be held for indoor and outdoor fa-
cilities in the stadium costing Rs 10 
crore. The Governor of Gujarat, Shri 
Acharya Devvrat will visit the fair 
on the second day. The Union Civil 
Aviation Minister Shri Jyotiraditya 
Scindia will join the fair virtually, 
while the Union Minister of State 
for Agriculture, Kailash Choudhary, 
MP Agriculture Minister Kamal 
Patel, Minister of State- Narmada 
Valley Development, Horticulture 
and Food Processing (Independent 
Charge) Bharat Singh Kushwaha 
will also attend the Inaugural func-
tion.

Addressing a virtual press confer-
ence from Delhi today, Narendra 
Singh Tomar said that the agricul-
tural fair and exhibition is being or-
ganized to make Gwalior-Chambal 
region advanced and a pioneer in ag-
riculture. In this fair, scientists of ag-
ricultural universities, agricultural 
zonal centers, officials and workers 
of agriculture department as well as 
representatives of various govern-
mental and non-governmental or-
ganizations related to agriculture 
will provide guidance to the farm-
ers. The specialty of this fair is that 

a large number of farmers, keen in 
adopting new technology and mod-
ern agriculture, will participate in 
the events. Farmers will be given 
training on using and adopting new 
agricultural technology and ad-
vanced agricultural machinery so 
that they can learn from this event 
and make their farming more prof-
itable.

Tomar said that an agricultural 
exhibition will also be organized, 
in which information about the 
schemes being run by the Central 
and State Government for farmers 
will be provided through stalls, as 
well as companies/institutions re-
lated to the supply of various inputs 
of private sector agriculture will 
display their products. In the exhi-
bition, 132 stalls have been set up 
for providing latest information to 
the farmers. Many implements and 
pesticides will be displayed, which 
can help reduce the cost of farming 
and the success stories of progres-
sive farmers will also be seen during 
the programme.

Tomar informed that training will 
be given to the farmers in two ses-
sions during the fair. Group sessions 
will be held for farmers before noon 

on all three days on issues includ-
ing importance and need of natural 
farming, adoption of organic farm-
ing, use of high yield varieties of 
mustard and increase in productiv-
ity, importance of Soil Health Card 
and soil testing in farming, signifi-
cance of crop insurance, cultivation 
of improved varieties of vegetables, 
fruits, spices under horticulture, 
seed production, production and 
use of improved varieties of millets, 
value addition, employment gener-
ation, improved animal husbandry, 
dairy development, fisheries, pre-
vention of animal diseases and in-
formation on other subjects.

In the afternoon session, the 
farmers will be imparted training 
in smaller groups in pandals on 
important topics of agriculture like 
crop diversification, importance of 
nano urea and spraying with drones, 
advanced technology of guava pro-

duction, processing- marketing, con-
tract farming of potato, bee keeping, 
honey processing and marketing, 
advanced techniques of mushroom 
production, participation of women 
in agriculture, process of forming 
Farmer Production Organizations 
and Self-Help Groups, increase in 
milk production, breed improve-
ment etc.

Through this event, further de-
velopment of agriculture in Cham-
bal-Gwalior zone will be possible. 
Union Minister Tomar has appealed 
all the social organizations and 
public representatives of the region 
to mobilize mass participation of 
farmers in this very beneficial event. 
The purpose of this programme is 
to provide facilities and benefits to 
the large number of small farmers. 
Elaborate arrangements have been 
made by the district administration 
for the event.

AGRICULTURE

Union Agriculture Ministry organizes 3-day 
mega agriculture fair and exhibition at 
Morena, Madhya Pradesh from tomorrow
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    Union Agriculture Minister Tomar to preside over the Inaugural cer-
emony, CM Chouhan will inaugurate; also, 103 Amrit Sarovars to be 
dedicated to the nation on the occasion

    Thousands of farmers to participate, the foundation stone of Sanjeevani 
centers will be laid; the Governor of Gujarat, Devvrat will visit the fair 
on 12th November

Union Minister for Finance 
& Corporate Affairs Smt. 
Nirmala Sitharaman ap-
proves the final Sovereign 
Green Bonds framework 
of India. This approval will 
further strengthen India’s 
commitment towards its 
Nationally Determined Con-
tribution (NDCs) targets, ad-
opted under the Paris Agree-
ment, and help in attracting 
global and domestic invest-
ments in eligible green proj-
ects. The proceeds generated 
from issuance of such bonds 
will be deployed in Public 
Sector projects which help 
in reducing carbon intensity 
of the economy.

The Framework comes 
close on the footsteps of In-
dia’s commitments under 

“Panchamrit” as elucidated 
by the Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi, at COP26 at 
Glasgow in November, 2021. 
The approval is fulfillment 
of the announcement in the 
Union Budget FY 2022-23 
by the Union Finance Min-
ister that Sovereign Green 
Bonds will be issued for mo-
bilising resources for green 
projects.

Green bonds are financial 
instruments that generate 
proceeds for investment in 
environmentally sustainable 
and climate-suitable projects. 
By virtue of their indication 
towards environmental sus-
tainability, green bonds com-
mand a relatively lower cost 
of capital vis-à-vis regular 
bonds and necessitates cred-
ibility and commitments as-
sociated with the process of 
raising bonds. 

In the above context, In-
dia’s first Sovereign Green 
Bonds framework was for-
mulated and as per the pro-
visions of the framework, 
Green Finance Working 

Committee (GFWC) was 
constituted to validate key 
decisions on issuance of Sov-
ereign Green Bonds. 

Further, CICERO, an in-
dependent and globally 
renowned Norway-based 
Second Party Opinion (SPO) 
provider, was appointed to 
evaluate India’s green bonds 
framework and certify align-
ment of the framework with 
ICMA’s Green Bond Prin-
ciples and international best 
practices. After due delib-
eration and consideration, 
CICERO has rated India’s 
Green Bonds Framework 
as ‘Medium Green’ with a 

“Good” governance score.

FINANCE MINISTER NIRMALA 
SITHARAMAN APPROVES INDIA’S 
FIRST SOVEREIGN GREEN BONDS 
FRAMEWORK
TDG NETWORK 

ENVIRONMENT



US President on Wednesday, 
called the mid-term elections 
a “Good Day” for Democracy 
and took a dig at Republi-
cans stating that the Giant 
‘Red Wave’ did not happen. 
While delivering the remarks 
at the mid-term polls, Biden 
said “Our Democracy has 
been tested in recent years, 
but with the votes of Ameri-
can people we have proved 
once again that it’s Democ-
racy who we are,” he said. 
He further remarked at the 
‘Red Wave’ that the Repub-
licans were quite hopeful 
for in the midterm polls. 
“The whole results are not 
known yet, but is what 
we know, the press and 
the pundits are predicting 
that the giant ‘Red Wave’ 
didn’t happen,” he said. 
Biden also said that the 
Democrats did lose seats but 
the loss is lesser than what 
was being expected by many. 
“Many good Democrats were 
not able to win, but still we lost 

fewer seats than a Democratic 
President in last 40 years. 

Also, we had the best 
mid-term for governors 
since 1986,” he  added. 
Biden also took a dig at Don-
ald Trump and Florida gov-
ernor Ron DeSantis. On be-
ing asked about who would 
be tougher competition in 
the general election, Biden 
said “It would be fun watch-
ing them take on each other.” 
However, Biden hinted that in 
early 2023 he will be making 
up his mind on whether he 
will be running for reelection. 
The president stressed that 
he intends to run again, 
but he doesn’t feel pressure 
to announce his reelec-

tion campaign, regardless 
of whether former Presi-
dent Trump announces 
another White House bid. 
“I hope Jill and I get a little 
time to actually sneak away 
for a week around, between 
Christmas and Thanksgiv-
ing. My guess is it will be 
early next year we make 
that judgment,” he said. 
He claimed that the country 
is in a much better position 
than what he inherited at 
the start of his presidency. 
“We inherited a nation that 
was raging with the pandemic 
and the economy was reeling. 

We have taken several steps 
which are getting underway, 
and the results will be seen 
in January, and February 
next year. Unemployment 
is down from 6.4% to 3.7%, 
which is a fifty-year low. We 
have done all this by low-
ering the federal deficit by 
$1.7 trillion dollar,” he said. 
He also expressed optimism 
on the potential prisoner 
swap for securing the release 
of U.S. basketball star Brittney 
Griner.
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After a week-long 
pause due to the 
assassination at-

tempt of Pakistan’s former 
president Imran Khan, the 
“Haqeeqi Azadi march,” 
was resumed on Thursday 
by the Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI). The march was 
resumed amid heavy secu-
rity as massive security per-
sonnel were deployed by the 
provincial government of 
Punjab. 

Thousands of supporters 
of Imran Khan are hold-
ing a “long march” to the 
national capital to demand 
the removal of the govern-
ment and immediate elec-
tions. It sent 1,542 person-
nel along with officers in 
four districts of provinces 
to ensure that security ar-
rangements are in place. 

According to the directive 
issued by the additional 
inspector general of police 
(PHP) to divisional police 
chiefs, among the 1,542 
PHP personnel, 500 were 
kept at Gujrat Police Lines 
as IGP Reserve as long as 

the long march is in the ju-
risdiction of Gujrat Region 
to tackle any emergency 
situation. Afterward, the 
force shifted to Jhelum and 
Rawalpindi to assist the 
local police for the same. 
Out of 1,542 PHP person-

nel, 242 have been de-
ployed in Gujarat, 500 in 
Jhelum, and 300 in Attock. 
On Tuesday,  P TI  an-
nounced that its long march 
will be resuming at 1 pm 
from Wazirabad Allahwale 
Chowk on Thursday.

Incidentally, it happens 
to be the same spot where 
former prime minister Im-
ran Khan was shot at while 
carrying out his long march. 
“Pakistan get ready!!! God 
willing, on Thursday, No-
vember 10, at 1:00 p.m., 
the Haqeeqi Azadi Long 
March will resume its jour-
ney from Wazirabad Allah-
wale Chowk,” PTI tweeted. 
The date of the long march 
wa s  ch a n ge d  t h r i c e. ,  
In the latest development, 
The Nation reported that 
P TI will be approach-
ing the Pakistan Supreme 
Court to register the FIR 
in the incident of the at-
tack on Imran Khan. 
The PTI senators, mem-
bers of the National As-
sembly, and members of 
the Provincial Assembly 
will be approaching the 
Supreme Court demand-
ing the registration of FIR. 

JOURNEY AGAIN 

AFTER ATTACK, IMRAN RESUMES 
MARCH AMID HEAVY SECURITY
TDG NETWORK
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Imran Khan after the assassination attempt.

US President Joe Biden.

COP27  held in Egypt.

China’s president   Xi Jinping.

Afghanistan’s National 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (NEPA) has 
criticized the lack of Af-
ghan representation at the 
COP27 held in Egypt. Hafiz 
Aziz Rahman, the acting 
head of the NEPA,  raised 
questions over the absence 
of an official representative 
from Afghanistan at COP27. 
His statement comes as 
the COP27, is being held in 
Sharm El-Sheikh in Egypt 
from 6 November to 18 No-
vember. 

He said that  cl imate 
change has no national 
boundaries and should 
not be politicized. He said 
that Afghanistan had not 
played any part in causing 
climate change. However, it 

has been most impacted by 
climate change. He said that 
Afghanistan is witnessing 
its worst drought in more 
than 20 years.

 He called climate changes 
and warm waves world-
wide, particularly in Af-
ghanistan, “one of the 
biggest environmental 
challenges,”  reports said.  
“The climate changes and 
warm waves around the 
world and particularly in 
Afghanistan has been one 
of the biggest environmen-
tal challenges,” hesaid. 
Zainul Abideen, deputy 
head of the department, 
criticized the international 
community for stopping 32 
environmental protection 
projects amounting to USD 
805 million, as per the news 
report. 

China has been investing a lot 
of time and money in Africa, 
but as per a report these are 
being done with vicious-long 
term plans which are putting 
the sovereignty of the Afri-
can countries in huge danger. 
Since 2012, more than 
200,000 Chinese workers 
have migrated to Africa for 
working on the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI).  

There are over 1 million Chi-
nese immigrants in Africa. 
Also, there are over 10,000 
Chinese companies in Africa 
with more than 2000 state-
owned enterprises (SOEs).
One of earlier reports regard-
ing Chinese overseas Po-
lice Stations and legal firms 
worldwide got the media at-
tention of the world, and sev-
eral countries like the USA, 
Ireland and Canada started 
investigating the stations. 

“These overseas police sta-
tions have been set up to an-
tagonize China’s adversaries. 
Not only this, but with the 
help of these police posts, 
the Chinese government is 
also influencing the elections 
in the respective countries. 
Furthermore, these stations 
are controlling the activities 
of the Overseas Chinese Di-
aspora and espionage cases 
have also been reported,”  
Also, there are multiple Afri-
can countries that have gotten 
under the garb of Chinese op-
erations, which includes Ni-
geria, Lesotho and Tanzania. 

CONDEMNATION

MENACE

NON-APPEARANCE

Afghanistan’s NEPA 
criticises lack of Afghan 
representation at COP27 African countries  

threatened with China’s 
vicious plans

PUTIN NOT TO ATTEND G20 
SUMMIT IN PERSON, SAYS 
RUSSIAN EMBASSY

MID-TERM POLL IN U.S.

THE GIANT RED WAVE DIDN’T 
HAPPEN, SAYS JOE BIDEN 

 LOSS OF LIFE 

US general claims more than 100,000 
Russian soldiers killed in Ukraine war

More than 100,000 Rus-
sian soldiers have been killed 
and wounded during the 
war in Ukraine, the top US 
general said. Speaking at an 
event at The Economic Club 
of New York, Joint Chiefs 
Chair General Mark Milley, 
said that Ukraine probably 
suffered similar casualties. 
“You’re looking at well over 
100,000 Russian soldiers 
killed and wounded,” CNN 
quoted General Mark Milley 
as saying. 

“Same thing probably on 
the Ukrainian side,” he added. 
In his remarks General Mark 
Milley termed Russia’s military 
offensive in Ukraine “a tremen-
dous mistake” for which the na-
tion would pay for “years and 
years and years to come.” He 
stressed that the war between 
Russia and Ukraine, which 
started in February, caused 
tremendous human suffer-
ing, including 15 million to 30 
million refugees and the death 
of around 40,000 civilians. 
General Mark Milley said 
that there might be a chance 

for talks on ending the war 
if and when the front lines 
stabilize during winter. He 
emphasised that there needs 
to be “mutual recognition” 
that military victory might 
not be achieved militarily. 
“There has to be a mutual 
recognition that military vic-
tory is probably in the true 
sense of the word may be not 
achievable through military 
means, and therefore you 
need to turn to other means,”  
General Mark Milley said. 
“When there’s an opportunity 
to negotiate when peace can 

be achieved, seize it,” he said. 
Speaking about the US support 
for Ukraine, Milley stated that 
Washington would continue 
to provide military assistance 
to Kyiv if negotiations between 
the two nations never materi-
alize. Notably, the US has been 
providing military, economic 
and humanitarian assistance 
to Ukraine ever since Russia 
began its offensive in Ukraine. 
As the war between the two 
nations continues, Ukraine’s 
Defence Ministry on Novem-
ber 9 claimed that Russia has 
lost 77,950 soldiers. Taking to 

the official Twitter handle, the 
Ministry of Defence of Ukraine 
said that the Russian army has 
suffered a loss of 2801 tanks, 
5666 armoured combat ma-
chines, and 1802 artillery sys-
tems since the onset of the war 
on February 24. Apart from 
this, the Russian armed forces 
have lost 393 multiple launch 
rocket systems (MLRS), 205 
air defence systems, 278 mili-
tary jets, 260 helicopters, 1483 
drones, 4227 vehicles and fuel 
tanks, 16 warships and boats, 
159 special equipment and 399 
cruise missiles.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will not attend in per-
son the summit of leaders 
from the Group of 20 na-
tions (G20) in Bali next week, 
Russian embassy said in 
Indonesia. Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov will 
represent Putin at G20 Sum-
mit, Yulia Tomskaya, the chief 
of protocol at the embassy said. 
Tomskaya further said that 
Putin is still making a deci-
sion on whether he will par-
ticipate in one of the meetings 
virtually. Western nations and 
Ukraine have pressurised 
Indonesia, which is the G20 
host, to condemn Moscow 
for its actions and withdraw 
its invitation to Putin Jakarta 
has resisted the pressure and 
intended to take a neutral po-
sition. Earlier Joe Biden called 
for the expulsion of Russia 
from the G20, Indonesia has 
invited Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to the 

summit as a guest. He has said 
that Ukraine will not attend 
the G20 summit if Putin par-
ticipates in the meeting.,He 
is expected to attend the 
meetings virtually. Notably, 
the 17th G20 Heads of State 
and Government Summit 
will take place on Novem-
ber 15-November 16 in Bali. 
Under the Indonesian Presi-
dency, the G20 in 2022 will 
focus on the theme, ‘Recover 
Together, Recover Stronger.’ 
It is pertinent to note here 
that India will assume the 
Presidency of the Group 
of Twenty (or G20) for one 

year from December 1, 2022, 
to November 30, 2023. PM 
Modi unveiled the logo, theme 
and website of India’s G20 
Presidency via video confer-
encing on November 9. PM 
Modi said India will preside 
over the G20 summit from 
December 1 and called it a 
great occasion for the nation. 
The Presidency of the G20 ro-
tates every year among mem-
bers, and the country hold-
ing the presidency, together 
with the previous and next 
presidency-holder, forms the 
‘Troika’ to ensure the continu-
ity of the G20 agenda. 

Russian President Vladimir  Putin.
Sight from Russia-Ukraine war.

TOP OF THE DAY

UK: EGGS THROWN 
AT KING CHARLES, 
ONE ARRESTED
LONDON: One person 
was arrested on Wednes-
day for throwing at 
least three eggs at King 
Charles III and Queen 
Consort, Camilla, who 
was visiting the city of 
York. The detained person 
while throwing the eggs 
shouted “this country 
was built on the blood of 
slaves” while the crowd 
kept on booing “God 
Save the King”. However, 
Charles didn’t seem af-
fected by the commotion, 
but he stepped around 
the eggs splattered on the 
pavement. Charles and 
Camilla were in the north-
ern city to unveil a statue 
of his late mother, Queen 
Elizabeth II. As per The 
Washington Post, the role 
of Britain and the British 
royal family has come 
under repeated scrutiny 
in the countries where the 
British monarch is still 
head of state. Earlier this 
year, during the Carib-
bean tour of Prince Wil-
liam and his wife, several 
activists called for the 
monarchy to apologize 
and support reparations 
for slavery.

ARMED ATTACK 
KILLS ONE, 
INJURES THREE IN 
AFGHANISTAN 
KABUL: One person was 
killed and three were 
injured after a gunman 
opened fire on civilians 
in Kunar province of 
Afghanistan.The armed 
attack took place at 
the provincial capital of 
Kunar province in Eastern 
Afghanistan on Tuesday 
evening, according to 
local Taliban officials, 
reported Khaama Press. 
The cause of the attack 
is unknown as of yet 
as the investigation is 
underway. However, the 
gunman has been taken 
into custody, Khaama 
Press reported citing the 
local officials.There have 
been more instances of 
criminal behaviour, ab-
duction, hostage-taking, 
and violently settling old 
scores between families 
and ethnic groups since 
the Taliban took control. 

MALDIVES  RE-
SCHEDULES  
REPUBLIC DAY 
FUNCTION TO 
AFTER MALE FIRE 
INCIDENT
MALE: Maldives President 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih 
on Thursday announced 
that the official function 
to mark the country’s 
Republic Day had been 
rescheduled, following 
the tragic fire incident in 
the capital city of Male.  
The Republic Day function 
has been rescheduled for 
Friday in Dharubaaruge. 

“The President’s Office 
announced Thursday 
that the official function 
to mark Republic Day 
had been rescheduled. 
The function was earlier 
scheduled for Thursday, 
November 10, 2022. It will 
now be held at 8:30 p.m. 
on Friday, November 11, 
2022, in Dharubaaruge,” 
Maldives President’s Of-
fice said in a release. “The 
decision follows the tragic 
fire incident in Iskandhar 
Magu, Maafannu Ward, 
Male City, earlier on 
Thursday morning, which 
resulted in the loss of life 
and damage to property,” 
it added.
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STRATEGIC DEPTH 

IRAN DEVELOPS HYPERSONIC 
BALLISTIC MISSILES

Hypersonic Ballistic Missile  launched by Iran.

Iran’s Commander of the 
Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps (IRGC) Aerospace 
Force Brigadier General 
Amir-Ali Hajizadeh on 
Thursday said that the 
country has developed ad-
vanced hypersonic ballistic 
missiles capable of pene-
trating air defence systems. 
Speaking on the 11th death 
anniversary of General 
Hassan Tehrani Moqad-
dam, Hajizadeh said that 
IRGC produced advanced 
hypersonic ballistic mis-
siles to pass through devel-
oped air defence systems. 

Referring to the details 
of the hypersonic missile, 
he highlighted that the 

missile has a high speed 
and can manoeuvre both 
in space and out of it. 
It targets the enemy’s anti-
missile systems and is a 
major generational leap 
in the missile-producing 
sector, he underlined, 
according to reports. 
This news comes days 
after Iran acknowledged 
that it has provided drones 
to Russia months before 
the Ukraine war.This 
is for the first time that 
Iran accepted the fact. 
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir-Abdolla-
hian told reporters in the 
capital, Tehran, that Iran 
“gave a limited number of 
drones to Russia months 
before the Ukraine war.”. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA

REPORT

TWITTER PAUSES ‘OFFICIAL’ 
LABELS ON SELECT ACCOUNTS

GLOBAL DISPARITY IN ACCESS TO VACCINES 
IN DEMAND BY WEALTHY NATIONS: WHO

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping’s absence from the 
27th United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (CoP27) 
undermines the climate ne-
gotiations, given the fact that 
the global battle against cli-
mate change hinges heavily 
on the biggest emitter kick-
ing its coal addiction, Finan-
cial Times, a British news-
paper owned by a Japanese 
holding company, reported. 
Ahead of the summit, the 
organizers confirmed that 
Xi, the leader of the world’s 
most populous country, 
would not attend. However, 
China had committed to 
reducing carbon emissions 
per unit of GDP -- its car-
bon intensity -- by around 
two-thirds compared with 
2005 levels, by 2030. And 

by 2060, it will become 
carbon neutral, meaning 
cutting its carbon dioxide 
emissions to nearly zero. 
To achieve this goal, China 
may take a turn to cheap 
energy production, namely 
coal. But, China director of 
the research firm Rhodium 
Group Sophie Lu warned 
against the “misconception” 
that Beijing’s responses to 
short-term inflationary and 
energy stability problems 
reflect a U-turn on its cli-
mate change commitments,.. 
“What the international cli-
mate community is disap-
pointed with is that China 
did not immediately go to 
zero new coal build from 
2020 onwards,” she says. 
“It is a fair criticism that 
China could and should be 
building less new coal ear-
lier. 

CONSTRAINT

Pressure remains on Xi 
Jinping to kick China’s 
coal habit
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While the Taliban continues 
to deprive Afghan women and 
girls of basic rights, a social 
media campaign called “Let 
Afghan Girls Learn” is doing 
the rounds in the country to 
call out the Islamic outfit to 
immediately open the gates of 
secondary and high schools 
for girls, TOLO news reported. 
The campaign, according to 
the host, Obaidullah Bahir is 
a non-political move to call out 
the Taliban to open second-
ary schools for girls so they 
can gain entrance for the up-
coming Kankor exam which 
is a university-level entrance 
and the girls in Kabul can no 
more attend it due to closure of 
schools. “This is a non-political 
campaign. 

The goal is to invite differ-
ent guests for a week, both 
Afghans and foreigners, 
knowledgeable professors 
and any people who will dis-
cuss the opening of schools,” 
Obaidullah Bahir said. 
Describing the goal as to get 
the schools open for Afghan 
girls as soon as possible, the 
organizers of the event said the 
young girls and women have 

been compromising with their 
aspirations since the Taliban 
took control of the country. 
According to some students, 
as girls’ schools were shut 
down, they were unable to 
take the Kankor exam, leav-
ing their future uncertain. 
These students petitioned 
the Islamic Emirate to create 
secondary schools for girls so 
they can get admission for the 
next Kankor exam since they 
said this year “thousands 
of girls were banned from 
taking the Kankor Exam.” 
Nazanin is a 12th-grade 
student and due to the 
closing of the schools for 
girls she could not partici-
pate in the Kankor exam. 
“We just want the school to 
be opened, we are worried 
about our future, we want 
the schools to be opened 
so that we can study,” 

said Nazanin, a student. 
“The 11th grader who went 
to 12th is without a future, 
the 12th grader who is study-
ing to prepare for Kankor 
is also unlucky,” said Lima, 
another student as she de-
scribed her plight. Taliban 
has imposed draconian re-
strictions on the rights to 
freedom of expression, asso-
ciation, assembly, and move-
ment for women and girls. 
The Taliban’s decision to ban 
female students above grade 
six from going to school has 
drawn widespread criticism at 
the national and international 
levels. Further, the Taliban re-
gime which took over Kabul in 
August last year has curtailed 
women’s rights and freedoms, 
with women largely excluded 
from the workforce due to the 
economic crisis and restric-
tions.

AFGHANISTAN PROTEST

Social media campaign 
calls out Taliban to open 
secondary girl’s schools 

SHOCKING

HUMANITARIAN AID

64 CHILDREN KILLED IN UK MILITARY 
OPERATIONS IN AFGHANISTAN

US OFFICIAL VISITS PAKISTAN TO DISCUSS 
SITUATION OF AFGHAN REFUGEES

TDG NETWORK 
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British forces have 
paid compensation 
for the deaths of 64 

children in Afghanistan, a 
much higher death toll than 
previously acknowledged 
by the country, according 
to a new report by a United 
Kingdom-based charity. 
Between 2006-14, there were 
64 confirmed child victims in 
Afghanistan, where the Brit-
ish military paid compensa-
tion, although the number 
of children killed could be as 
high as 135, according to data 
exclusively obtained by Action 

on Armed Violence (AAOV). 
According to AAOV, an analy-
sis of these compensation pay-
ments shows that, between 
April 2007 and December 
2012, there were 38 incidents 
involving 64 confirmed child 
fatalities where the relatives 
of the children were paid 

compensation following 
UK military engagements. 
These incidents specifically in-
volved the mention of a child 
or the listing aged under 18.. 
The London-based group said 
the average age of a child killed 
during British military opera-
tions, where an age was given, 

was six years old. An age was 
given in some 27 recorded 
and compensated deaths. 
“In September of the same 
year, an 18-month-old girl 
was also killed in Nad-e Ali, 
a district in Helmand Prov-
ince, Afghanistan. Both 
were killed alongside their 
mother or ‘father’s wife’; just 
over 3,000 pi was paid for 
their deaths,” the group said. 
The total pay-out for the 
incidents involving con-
firmed child fatalities was 
£144,593, although this total 
includes other adults killed. 
I“The number of children 
killed following British 
military action in Helmand 

should give pause for thought. 
War invariably leads to death 
and modern war will always 
bring civilian casualties, but 
not reporting on such deaths 
-however much it might be a 
source of regret and horror 
to the soldiers involved in the 
killings and however acciden-
tal such deaths were - would 
be an omission of responsibil-
ity and an erosion of truth.” 
“This report hopes to give 
some details to the often-for-
gotten children killed in war 
and, in some way, to send a 
warning to future Westmin-
ster politicians who might 
consider sending troops into 
battle,” Overton added.

The Charged’ Affaires of 
the US Mission to Afghani-
stan, Karen Decker visited 
Pakistan as part of her “lis-
tening tour” to discuss the 
situation of Afghan refugees,  
The US official will be taking 
a look at the plight of Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan as well 
as the organizations and in-
dividuals working to support 
Afghans and Afghanistan in 
Islamabad, Decker’s tweets. 

The US official is mak-
ing a visit to Pakistan after 
30 ‘long’ years after reports 
of Afghan women and 
children detained and im-
prisoned in Pakistani jails. 
Earlier former president of 
Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai 
had also attacked Pakistan 

for ‘mistreating’ the Af-
ghan refugees who crossed 
the border after the Tali-
ban took over the country. 
Karzai expressed his con-
cerns over the mistreatment 
of the refugees by the Paki-
stan government. He also 
urged the Pakistan adminis-
tration to treat the refugees 
as per international laws 
and human rights values. 
As per media reports over 

1100 Afghan refugees includ-
ing women and children have 
been arrested and imprisoned 
in the Sindh state of Paki-
stan, Hamid Karzai tweeted. 
As per Khaama Press, the US 
official’s visit to Pakistan is be-
ing hailed by social media us-
ers, particularly the Afghan 
refugees who are waiting to be 
resettled to the US, and those 
eligible under the US’s P1/P2 
program.

TDG NETWORK 
KABUL

Twitter on Thursday an-
nounced that it is not putting 
the “Official” label on the ac-
counts, even though it is still 
going after impersonation and 
deception.

A tweet from the ‘Twit-
ter Support’ account read, 
“We’re not currently put-
ting an “Official” label on 
accounts but we are aggres-
sively going after imper-
sonation and deception.”  
Twitter’s executive Es-
ther Crawford also in-
formed why the “Offi-
cial” label is being used. 
“A lot of folks have asked 
about how you’ll be able to 
distinguish between @Twit-
terBlue subscribers with 
blue checkmarks and ac-
counts that are verified as 
official, which is why we’re 
introducing the “Official” la-
bel to select accounts when 
we launch,” she tweeted. 
Earlier, Twitter started la-
belling Indian government 
handles and Indian media 
as “official” ahead of the roll-
out of blue tick subscrip-
tions across the country. 
In the Twitter handles of 
various Indian government 
organizations, the “official” 
label was noticed. For exam-

ple, Prime Minister’s Office, 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s official Twitter account, 
and Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh’s Twitter account 
also have the “official label”. 
This follows Twitter’s de-
cision to roll out a second 
verification label to limit 
confusion between legiti-
mate accounts and those 
that pay for their blue ticks. 
Twitter’s executive Esther 
Crawford said verified ac-
counts will now come with an 
“Official” label beneath their 
username, complete with a 
grey verification checkmark, 
New York Post reported. 
“Not all previously veri-
fied accounts will get the 
‘Official’ label and the label 
is not available for pur-
chase,” Crawford  said.  
Official pages will be designat-

ed for “government accounts, 
commercial companies, busi-
ness partners, major media 
outlets, publishers, and some 
public figures,” she added. 
Since completing the Twit-
ter deal, the wealthiest man 
on the planet has made a 
flurry of decisions impact-
ing the working of the social 
media giant that has mil-
lions of daily active users. 
A Reuters report said 
Elon Musk’s net worth has 
dropped below USD 200 
billion as investors dumped 
Tesla’s shares on fears 
that the top executive and 
largest shareholder of the 
world’s most valuable elec-
tric-vehicle maker is more 
preoccupied with Twitter. 
So far this year, data showed 
that Tesla shares have de-
clined over 50 per cent.

The WHO has published 
the Global Vaccine Market 
Report 2022, showing in-
equitable distribution is not 
unique to Covid-19 vaccines 
with poorer countries con-
sistently struggling to access 
other vaccines that are in de-
mand by wealthier countries. 
In a statement, the WHO 
said that limited vaccine sup-
ply and unequal distribution 
drive global disparities. 

The human papillomavirus 
(HPV) vaccine against cervi-
cal cancer has only been intro-
duced in 41 per cent of low-in-
come countries, even though 
they represent much of the 
disease burden, compared to 
83 per cent of high-income 
countries. Affordability is also 
an obstacle to vaccine access. 
While prices tend to be tiered 
by income, price disparities 
see middle-income countries 
paying as much - or even 
more - than wealthier ones 
for several vaccine products. 
“The right to health includes 
the right to vaccines,” said Dr 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, WHO Director-General. 

“And yet this new report 
shows that free-market dy-
namics are depriving some 
of the world’s poorest and 
most vulnerable people of 
that right. WHO is calling for 
much-needed changes to the 
global vaccine market to save 
lives, prevent disease and pre-
pare for future crises.”

Approximately 16 billion 
vaccine doses, worth USD 
141 billion, were supplied in 
2021, almost three times the 
2019 market volume (5.8 bil-
lion) and nearly three-and-
a-half times the 2019 market 
value (USD 38 billion). The 
increase was primarily driv-
en by COVID-19 vaccines, 
showing the incredible po-
tential of how vaccine man-
ufacturing can be scaled up 
in response to health needs. 

“Although manufacturing 
capacity worldwide has in-
creased, it remains highly 
concentrated.

 Ten manufacturers alone 
provide 70 per cent of vac-
cine doses (excluding CO-
VID-19). Several of the top 
20 most widely used vac-
cines (such as PCV, HPV, 
measles and rubella con-
taining vaccines) each cur-
rently rely mainly on two 
suppliers,” the WHO said. 
This concentrated manu-
facturing base leads to risk 
of shortages as well as re-
gional supply insecurity. In 
2021, the African and East-
ern Mediterranean regions 
were dependent on manu-
facturers headquartered 
elsewhere for 90 per cent of 
their procured vaccines.
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Afghan refugees in Pakistan.

Children in Afghanistan. Girls in Afghanistan’s school. (File Photo).
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Indian security forces car-
rying out anti-terrorism 
operations in Jammu and 
Kashmir are a regular phe-
nomenon. Security forces 
have been constantly en-
gaged in a fight against ter-
rorists from Pakistan on 
a mission to wreak havoc 
and create terror in J-K. 
These terrorists are trained, 
financed, armed, and radi-
calised in Pakistan which 
recently got relief after the 
FATF removed it from its 
‘Grey List’. 

The FATF by earlier putting 
Pakistan on its grey list had 
limited resources available to 
the country to increase its fi-
nancing, which often found 
its way into the hands of ter-
rorists in the country. After 
its two-day plenary in Paris, 
the FATF declared that Paki-
stan has fully completed the 
34-point action plan it had 

earlier established. How-
ever, experts say that this is 
simply a statistical bureau-
cratic exercise that Pakistan 
has successfully finalized. 
“This is one of those statis-
tical bureaucratic exercises 
where if you tick a certain 
checklist, it doesn’t matter 
what you have done. It just 
shows that you just some-

how controlled terror fund-
ing, and therefore, you are 
out of the list, whereas we 
know that Pakistan would 
have found some alterna-
tive routes of funding that 
same terror,” says Abhijit 
Iyer Mitra, defence analyst. 
The United States has iden-
tified Pakistan as a base of 
operations of numerous 

armed, non-state terrorist 
groups, some of which have 
existed since the 1980s. Ac-
cording to the Congressional 
Research Service, notable 
terrorists and other groups 
operating in Pakistan are of 
five broad, but non-exclusive 
types. They include global-
ly-oriented, Afghanistan-
oriented, India-oriented, 

domestically oriented and 
sectarian i.e., anti-Shia. 
The US State Department’s 
Country Reports on Ter-
rorism 2020, which were 
released in December 2021, 
note that Pakistan did not 
take steps under its domes-
tic authorities to prosecute 
terrorist leaders residing in 
Pakistan.

ELIMINATION

Pakistan off FATF’s grey list: 
What does it mean?
TDG NETWORK
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President 
Droupadi 

Murmu 
partook of 

Mahaprasad 
of Sri 

Jagannath 
Temple, 

shortly after 
she visited 
the shrine, 
in Puri on 
Thursday. 

ANI

CANDID MOMENT

#IndVsEng 

IndIa’s EmbarrassIng loss 
agaInst England lEaVEs nEtIzEns 
hEartbrokEn 
Top knocks from openers Alex Hales and Jos Buttler 
powered England to an emphatic 10-wicket win over 
India in the second semi-final of the ongoing ICC T20 
World Cup in Australia at Adelaide on Thursday. With 
this, the final between England and Pakistan is set. 

After the embarrassing loss, netizens took to Twitter 
to express their remorse. 

Anupam Mittal, Founder of Shaadi.com, tweeted, 
“Bhai, aise chalta raha toh we might have to ask you to 
return the Prime Minister we gave you.”

Irrfan Pathan tweeted, “Team England you were a far 
better team congratulations. For team India, lot to learn 
and come back harder next time.”

One of the netizens tweeted, “Virat Kohli deserve bet-
ter. He did it for Dhoni. He did it for Rohit. But again the 
same line, nobody did it for him.”

Another expressed, “All things considered. Imagine if 
the same things happened in the Final against Paki-
stan? Yep..”

The safety 
and security 
of women 
is an urgent 
need. There is 
a lot of work 
that needs to 
be done.

— Priyanka ChoPra

BRAIN-PICKING

Actor, lauds the significance of the 1090 Women Power 
Line in Uttar Pradesh. 
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LUCKY ONE 

“Have you won a 
lottery?” We’ve 
all heard this 

conversation from friends or 
family members whenever 
we tried to spend money on 
ourselves.

Winning the lottery is a 
game of chance; some peo-
ple win a fortune, while oth-
ers receive nothing. Some 
winners start chasing their 
dreams while others choose 
to donate, but there’s one 
man who is now searching 
for a wife after winning a 
huge lottery.

Yes, you read that right—
Kursat Yildirim, based in 
Dortmund, Germany, re-
cently won a lottery worth 
10 million euros (around Rs 
82 crore) in September.

After spending a huge por-
tion of his income on luxury 
cars and watches, Kursat is 
now looking for a suitable 
partner who can join him on 
trips, spend money, and start 
a new life with him.

Kursat, in conversation 
with the reporters of the 
German newspaper Bild, 

talked about his massive 
win and asked them to point 
out that “he is single” and in 
search of a suitable life part-
ner.

“I just want to fall in love. 
I’m looking for a woman who 
loves to travel and is ready to 
start a family with me,” he 
told the reporters at Bild.

Winning the lottery is a 
game of chance; some peo-
ple win a fortune, while oth-
ers receive nothing. Some 
winners start chasing their 

dreams while others choose 
to donate, but there’s one 
man who is now searching 
for a wife after winning a 
huge lottery.

Yes, you read that right—
Kursat Yildirim, based in 
Dortmund, Germany, re-
cently won a lottery worth 
10 million euros (around Rs 
82 crore) in September.

After spending a huge por-
tion of his income on luxury 
cars and watches, Kursat is 
now looking for a suitable 

partner who can join him on 
trips, spend money, and start 
a new life with him.

Kursat, in conversation 
with the reporters of the 
German newspaper Bild, 
talked about his massive 
win and asked them to point 
out that “he is single” and in 
search of a suitable life part-
ner.

“I just want to fall in love. 
I’m looking for a woman 
who loves to travel and is 
ready to start a family with 
me,” he told the reporters at 
Bild.

He highlighted that the 
girl he wants to marry can 
be fair or dusky; it doesn’t 
matter. What matters most 
is that his partner trusts him 
regardless of what happens.

Kursat, 41, left his job at 
a steel factory after win-
ning the lottery and started 
spending money on the 
kinds of stuff he always 
wanted to buy, like a lavish 
Ferrari car and many more, 
which he frequently shares 
on his social media plat-
forms.

How would you spend the 
money if you won the lot-
tery?

AfTER hUGE LOTTERY wIN, MILLIONAIRE 
LOOKING fOR A wIfE TO sPEND MONEY 

'Where do broken hearts go?'
sPECULATION  DREAMY AffAIR 

Pakistani Cricketer Shoaib 
Malik and Indian Tennis 
Star Sania Mirza have alleg-
edly ended their 12-year-long 
marriage and are co-parent-
ing their son Izhaan Mirza 
Malik. According to Paki-
stani news outlet Samaa TV, 
Shoaib reportedly cheated 
on Sania. Neither Sania nor 
Shoaib have made any an-
nouncements in this regard.

Interestingly, Shoaib and 
Sania are still following each 
other on Instagram. Howev-
er, Sania’s cryptic posts, cap-
tions, and stories added fuel 
to the divorce rumors.

Recently, Sania posted 
a photo with her son and 
wrote, “The moments that 
get me through the hardest 
days @izhaan.mirzamalik.”

She also posted an Insta-
gram story a couple of days 
ago that read, “Where do 
broken hearts go?”

Another interesting detail 
that has reportedly come to 
light is that Sania recently 
moved to a new house in 
Dubai. Sania was living in a 
villa in Dubai’s Palm Jumei-
rah with Shoaib Malik ear-
lier; however, she recently 
moved to a different locality 
in Dubai.

Sania’s sister Anam Mirza, 
who is married to Indian 

cricketer Mohammed Azha-
ruddin’s son Asaduddin, is 
a content creator and posts 
daily vlogs on YouTube. She 
recently documented Sania 
and Shoaib’s son Izhaan’s 
birthday party, where 
Shoaib was also present.

Shoaib also shared pictures 
from the birthday party, but 
Sania didn’t.

Another interesting detail 
that has the fans concerned 
is Shoaib’s recent appear-
ance on the Pakistani crick-
et show “Ask the Pavillion,” 
where he was asked about 
the location of Sania’s tennis 
academies. Shoaib replied by 
saying that he doesn’t know 
much about the academies.

Shoaib’s response sur-

prised Waqar Younis, and 
he jokingly said, “What sort 
of husband are you?”

Shoaib and Sania got mar-
ried in 2010 and have been 
staying in Dubai ever since.

Speaking about their pro-
fessional lives, Sania Mirza 
announced her retirement 
in January this year.

In August this year, Sania 
opted out of the US Open 
owing to an injury she 
sustained in Canada a few 
weeks prior to the US Open.

Talking about Shoaib, who 
last played T20I against Ban-
gladesh in November 2021, 
has been out of favour from 
the Pakistan Cricket Board 
and did not make it to the 
T20 World Cup squad.                    
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‘The vaccine war’ : A film on 
India’s fight against Covid-19 

TRUE sTORY 

fIvE PLACEs ThAT DON’T PLAY 
BY ThE RULEs Of GRAvITY 
Everything on the earth’s surface, including 
humans, is held in place by the force of gravity. 
newton propounded the law of gravity, according 
to which there is a force of attraction. Surprisingly, 
the gravitational pull does not appear to operate in 
several odd locations throughout the globe. Here 
is a list of five bewildering locations where gravity 
has no bearing.

magnEtIc hIll, ladakh
The Leh-Kargil-Baltik national highway 
has a minor hill path known as the Mag-
netic Hill that is rumoured to be able to 

pull vehicles uphill. Some even claim that passing 
aeroplanes must raise their height. Your car will be-
gin to move gently on its own if you put it in neutral 
and turn off the engine, though. While many people 
think this place has magical qualities, some think 
this is only an optical illusion caused by the way it is 
laid out. Regardless of the cause, it is unusual to see 
a car move on its own.

santa cruz, calIfornIa 
One of the many gravitational anomalies 
that are found worldwide is the Mystery 
Spot in California. This location was found 

in 1939 and made accessible to the public in 1940. 
You will be astounded to realise that the rules of 
gravity truly don’t seem to apply within the mysteri-
ous area. It has a “mystery hut” that appears to be 
falling over, individuals are observed walking in 
an awkward position, and objects appear to slide 
upward.

hooVEr dam, nEVada
If you ever have the chance to visit the 
Hoover Dam in nevada, try this experi-
ment: pour water from a bottle over the 

dam. You will see that the water begins to flow 
upward rather than downward. This is due to the 
unusually strong updraft that the dam’s structure 
generates, whereas the wind normally carries the 
water upward.

thE goldEn bouldEr, 
myanmar
This boulder is encrusted with gold and 
appears to be about to fall. In actual-

ity, though, it has been there, in the same spot, for 
more than 2500 years! The boulder is situated at 
a height of 49 feet, with a pagoda constructed on 
top of it. According to mythology, Buddha’s hair is 
holding the boulder. The boulder is not fixed, yet it is 
still hanging there by its own weight. Women aren’t 
allowed to touch the boulder since it is believed that 
only a woman is capable of moving it.

rEVErsE watErfall, faroE 
Island
A waterfall that isn’t falling. There is one 
in particular on the Faroe Islands where 

the water appears to be moving upward, defying 
gravity. In actuality, when strong gusts of wind blow 
against the flow of the waterfall, the waterfall flips 
over, not defying gravity as its name implies. If you 
are viewing the optical illusion for the first time, it 
may absolutely blow your mind.

 — SIMrAN SINGH

Magnetic hill

Shoaib Malik and Sania Mirza. 

Hema Malini portraying the role of Goddess radha. 

Hema Malini  peforms during raas Mohatsav. 

kursat Yildirim

Actor Hema Malini partici-
pated in Raas Mahotsav and 
performed a ‘Radha Ras 
Bhari’ dance on the occasion 
of Kartik Purnima.

Dressed as Goddess Radha 
in heavy ethnic attire paired 
with heavy jewellery and 
dramatic makeup, Hema 
Malini radiated elegance in 
her scintillating look at the 
Raas Mahotsav in Mathura.

Bollywood’s ‘Dream Girl’ 
also addressed the audi-
ence at the event, she said, 
“I performed a Radha Ras 
Bhari, which I have earlier 
presented at Vrindavan. But 
today it’s a different occasion. 
It was my dream to perform 
such Ras with the backdrop 

of moon.”
She added, “While per-

forming this raas, I imagined 
the scenario when Radha 
Krishna did this raas in the 
historical era.”

It is said that in Dwapara-
yuga, Lord Krishna created 
Raas with Radha and the 
Gopis on Sharad Purnima, 
which was named Maharas. 
Hema Malini shared that she 

prepared the entire theme of 
Ras for this programme.

This was not Hema Malini’s 
first performance, as earlier 
also she presented dance in 
2015 and 2018.

The Padma Shri awardee is 
best known for her work in 
Bollywood films like ‘Dream 
Girl’, ‘Sholay’, ‘Sapno Ka Sau-
dagar’, ‘Seeta Aur Geeta’, and 
‘Satte Pe Satta’ among others.

hEMA MALINI PERfORMs ‘RADhA 
RAs BhARI’ DANCERumours are rife that Tennis superstar Sania Mirza and her 

husband Shoaib Malik have parted ways.

“The Vaccine War,” directed 
by Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri 
of “The Kashmir Files,” was 
announced on Thursday.

Taking to Instagram, Vi-
vek shared a poster of the 
film, which he captioned, 
“Announcement: Present-
ing “The Vaccine War”—an 
incredible true story of a war 
that you didn’t know India 
fought.” and won with its 
science, courage, and great 
Indian values. It will be re-
leased on 4 July 2023 in 11 
languages. Please bless us. 
#TheVaccineWar.”

Helmed by Vivek, the film 
is slated to hit theatres on the 
occasion of Independence 

Day 2023.
The official announcement 

of the star cast, based on a 
true story, is still awaited.

“The Vaccine War” will 
be released in 11 languages 
worldwide.

Soon after the director 
announced the film, fans 
swamped the comment sec-
tion with fire emoticons.

“Brilliant. Much deserved. 
Our scientists, research-
ers, and country leader-
ship truly fought on a war 
footing to deliver against all 
the skeptics, anti-India lu-
tyens intellectual lobby, and 
malicious propaganda by 
the western media and the 
pharma lobby.”Extremely 
underrated achievement,” 
one fan said.
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Source: New Indian Express

Source: Press Trust of India

Gujarat Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar announced the schedule of assembly elections in Gujarat on 3rd November.

Patidar leader Hardik Patel joined BJP in June 2022.

Source: Hindustan Times

Before the announcement of the election schedule for the Gujarat elections, Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge announced 10 
promises by the party.

Source: Firstpost 

Former TV news anchor and social activist Isudan Gadhvi has been declared as Aam Aadmi Party’s chief ministerial candidate for 
the Gujarat elections.

Source:  India Today

Prime Minister Narendra Modi kicked off the BJP’s campaign for the Gujarat Assembly polls with a new slogan: “We have made 
this Gujarat”

the daily guardian review
friday |  11  november 2022

new delhi statistically speaking
rUN UP TO ELECTIONS 

GujaraT 
PollS: 
CouNTdowN 
BEGINS
The Election Commission of India (ECI) announced 

last week that elections for the 182 seats of the Gu-
jarat state assembly will be held in two phases on 

december 1 and 5. over 4.9 crore eligible voters in the state 
will line up to determine the fate of the state which has been 
the home turf of Prime Minister Narendra Modi for over 
two decades. with the announcement of the election sched-
ule, the Model Code of Conduct is now in effect, which pre-
scribes rules for the conduct of political parties and can-
didates during election campaigning. More than 51,000 
polling stations will be set up prior to the elections, with 
more than 34,000 of these being located in rural areas. 

The highly anticipated election has so far been a three-
pronged contest so far between the Bharatiya janata Party 

(BjP), the Indian National Congress (INC) and the aam 
aadmi Party (aaP). The BjP has dominated the politics of 
the state for the past almost 3 decades, as it has continued to 
win every single assembly election since 1995. during the 
last assembly polls, the BjP won 99 seats with a vote share 
of 49.05 per cent, while the INC managed to secure 77 seats 
along with a vote share of 41.44 per cent. However, since the 
election, the Congress’s tally has reduced to 62 seats, while 
the BjP has increased its tally to 111 seats. Perhaps the most 
important change since 2017 has been the emergence of the 
aaP in the state, which is threatening both the national 
parties and cutting into the vote share of the Congress. 

with the elections less than a month away, all parties have 
amped up their campaigns in the state and are attempt-
ing to woo voters across the board. let us take a deep dive 
into the campaign dynamics of the parties, including their 
promises and what is happening in the major constituen-
cies.

Shreya MaSkara

WhaT arE ThE ParTIES PrOmISINg aNd 
CamPaIgNINg fOr? 

The BjP, which has not announced its official manifesto for the state elections yet, has asked the public to submit its sug-
gestions for the manifesto as part of its “agresar Gujarat” (Gujarat ahead) campaign. BjP state president C r Paatil, while 
launching the campaign said that the party has fulfilled 78 per cent of the promises it made in 2017, and the campaign aims to 
make voters a stakeholder in shaping the future of Gujarat. The campaign goes hand in hand with the election slogan of the 
party announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi just days ago. The BjP’s slogan “aa Gujarat Mai Bandy Chhe” (I created 
this Gujarat), also aims to make the average Gujarati voter a stakeholder in the story of the development of the state, which 
has been a key campaign plank of the BjP in the state. Senior party leaders including jP Nadda, Smriti Irani, Kiren rijiju, 
and Giriraj Singh have toured the state as a part of the recently concluded Gaurav Yatra, reminding the voters of the state of 
developmental works that have been undertaken by the BjP. Prime Minister Narendra Modi also laid the foundation stones 
of projects worth rs 29,000 crores in different parts of the state like Surat, Bhavnagar, ahmedabad and ambaji during his 
tour. The party has issued a direct warning to voters of the state to not fall for the promises of freebies being doled out by other 
parties and instead focus on the long-term development of the state, which has been brought about by the BjP. 

The new entrant to Gujarat politics, the aaP has also undertaken a very high-decibel campaign in the state, with both delhi 
Chief Minister arvind Kejriwal and his Punjab counterpart Bhagwant Mann making several tours in the state, while promis-
ing several welfare measures or “guarantees” to Gujarati voters. The party used a voter-centric approach in selecting its Chief 
Ministerial candidate under its “Choose Your Chief Minister” campaign, launched in october, whereby voters would decide 
who the party’s candidate would be. last week, the party announced Isudan Gadhvi, who won the public opinion campaign 
as per the party with over 73% of the votes, will be the party’s Chief Ministerial candidate. The party, in line with its campaign 
in other states such as delhi and Punjab, has anchored its campaign on a slew of welfare promises such as 300 units of free 
electricity per month, free education in government schools, unemployment allowance, allowance for women and a monthly 
stipend to new lawyers, amongst many others. Earlier this year, arvind Kejriwal also pledged to the completely neglected 
tribal communities that the Constitution’s Fifth Schedule and the Panchayat (Extension to Schedule areas) aCT (PESa act) 
would be implemented in the tribal areas of the state if the party is voted to power. 

The Congress, which had a very charged-up campaign led by rahul Gandhi ahead of the 2017 polls, has changed its strat-
egy, adopting a silent campaign strategy, which it started long ahead of the polls in February 2022. while the party has so 
far stuck to campaigning in rural Gujarat, its messaging is centred around two main campaigns, “Congress Nu Kaam Bole 
Che” (Congress’ work speaks) and “Congress Ke 8 Vachan” (Congress’ eight promises). The major promises being made by 
the party include a reduction in the price of gas cylinders, free electricity up to 300 units, free health care up to rs. 10 lakhs, 
loan waivers for farmers, creation of 3,000 English-medium government schools, subsidy on milk products, government 
jobs, and unemployment allowance up to rs 3,000 to the youth. The party has focused on booth management and door-to-
door campaigning, with a special focus on raising local issues,  along with five yatras across the state, which will cover 175 
assembly seats over 5,432 km.
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Source: Press Trust of India

In its first Gujarat contest, AIMIM identified 40 seats while focussing on Dalit and Muslim votes in the elections.

Source: Telegraph India

Source: Livemint

The BJP sought to counter anti-incumbency by replacing almost the entire cabinet in 2021 with Bhupendra Patel replacing Vijay 
Rupani as Chief Minister.

The Morbi bridge collapse in Gujarat that killed 135 people has put the spotlight on this Patidar-dominated constituency

Contributing reports by Ratika Khanna, Junior 
Research Associate at Polstrat and Kajol Sharma and 
Meherin Singh Kalsey, Research Interns at Polstrat.

Gandhinagar city, the capital of Gujarat, does not have any 
specific caste equation as most of its residents are state gov-
ernment employees and their family members. The constit-
uency was carved out in 2008 and is considered a Congress 
stronghold. The party is considered to dominate the regions 
of Borij, Indroda, Ghodakuva, Gokulpura, Adiwala, and 
Palj, and won this seat in 2017 with a thin margin of 4,774 
voters. There are 2.60 lakh voters for this seat.

With just weeks remaining to the Assembly polls in Guja-
rat this year, parties have started the final and most aggres-
sive phase of their campaigns, attempting to woo all voter 
groups and voters in every constituency. While political 
analysts state that the BJP is highly likely to retain power in 

the state, as it has for the past almost three decades, the INC 
and new entrant AAP are likely to give tough competition 
to the party on some seats. 

GandhinaGar north

What is happeninG in the major 
constituencies? 

maninaGar

morbi

VadGam

rajkot West

The state is home to 182 assembly constituencies, with some constituencies being the bastion of the BJP, while some being 
the bastion of the INC. Let us have a look at some of the major constituencies in the state and what is happening in them on 
the road to the polls. 

Maninagar is an urban constituency in Ahmedabad city and has been a BJP bastion since the 1990s due to the high concentra-
tion of urban Hindu voters. In the 2017 elections, Suresh Patel of the BJP won the seat by defeating Brahmbhatt Shwetaben 
Narendrabhai of the INC with a margin of 75,199 votes. The seat holds a special significance as Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi won the seat in 2002, 2007 and 2014 when he was Gujarat’s chief minister. Along with OBC, Dalit and Muslim voters, 
this seat has voters from general communities including Vaniks, Patidars, and Brahmins.

The constituency has dominated the spotlight after the incident of the tragic bridge collapse in which 135 people died. The 
constituency is a Patidar-dominated constituency, and due to the Patidar quota agitation, BJP’s Amrutiya Kantilalp, a five-
time MLA, lost to Congress’ Brijesh Merja in 2017. However, shortly afterwards, Mejra switched sides and joined the BJP 
in 2020. The BJP has been overwhelmingly dominant in Morbi for nearly four decades now and has ruled the municipality 
almost continuously since 1986.

The Vadgam constituency is reserved for the Scheduled Castes candidates. In 2017, Jigneshkumar Natvarlal Mevani, an 
independent candidate who was backed by the Congress won the seat by defeating Chakravarti Vijaykumar Harkhabhai of 
the BJP with a margin of 19,696 votes. The incumbent MLA, Mevani, recently announced that he will contest the 2022 elec-
tion on a Congress ticket.

Narendra Modi won this seat in February 2002 after becoming chief minister for the first time in October 2001. BJP veteran 
Vajubhai Vala represented this seat for six terms between 1980 and 2007. The constituency has a total of 3.14 lakh voters, the 
majority of whom are Patidars (72,000 voters). Apart from Patidars, there are 44 thousand Brahmins, 30 thousand Vaniks 
and 24 thousand Lohana voters. Overall, 1.70 lakh of the voters in the constituency are considered upper-class Hindu voters, 
who have traditionally supported the BJP. 
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India and South Africa teams in action

TRIANGULAR SERIES

SA TO HOST INDIA, WEST INDIES 
AHEAD OF WOMEN’S T20 WORLD CUP

In the build-up for the 
women’s T20 World 
Cup 2023, South Af-

rica will host India and the 
West Indies for a triangu-
lar T20I series in East Lon-
don in January and Febru-
ary of next year.

As per the ESPNcricinfo, 
the top two teams of the tri-
angular series will play in 
the championship match 
on 2 February, after which 
there will be a little break 
before the women’s T20 
World Cup begins on 10 
February. The three teams 
will have to play each other 
twice during the round-
robin stage. Matches in the 
World Cup will be held in 
Cape Town, Gqeberha, 
and Paarl until 26 Febru-
ary. “These two sides [In-
dia and West Indies] are 
up there with the most 
talented and entertaining 
nations in women’s T20 
cricket, having featured 
in two of the last four fi-
nals, with the West Indies 
lifting the trophy in 2016. 

This will give the Proteas a 
highly competitive build-
up to the ultimate prize 
of the T20 World Cup,” 
Enoch Nkwe, CSA’s di-
rector of cricket, said in a 
statement.

South Africa are in 
Group A of the World Cup, 
along with tournament fa-
vourites Australia, Bangla-
desh, New Zealand, and Sri 
Lanka. Group B includes 
India, Pakistan, England, 

Ireland, and West Indies.
Australia have won the 

World Cup five times out 
of the seven tournaments, 
while England and the 
West Indies have each 
won once. India made it to 

the final for the first time 
at the 2020 event in Aus-
tralia in which Australia 
defeated them by 85 runs 
at the MCG. South Africa 
has never advanced to the 
championship stage. 

TDG NETWORK
JOHANNESBURG

Indian Men’s Hockey Team

TDG NETWORK
BHUBANESWAR

TRANSFORMATION

Winner of the gold medal in 
1980 at the Moscow Olym-
pics, and a former captain 
of the Indian men’s hockey 
team, the legendary MM 
Somaya said that the Indian 
team has transformed itself 
in the last decade.

Cut to the current day, So-
maya is impressed with the 
Indian Men’s Hockey Team 
and is hopeful that they can 
finish the FIH Odisha Men’s 
Hockey World Cup Bhu-
baneswar-Rourkela 2023 
on the podium. “I think in 
the last 8-10 years the Indian 
men’s hockey team has trans-
formed itself and they are 
doing much better because 
we are now among the top 
four teams in world hockey. 
I must compliment the coach-
ing staff and the scientific 
training that is imported to 
these players, that has made 
them a very strong team and 
I’m hopeful that in the com-
ing World Cup they will go 
on to challenge the best and 
hopefully finish amongst the 

medals,” Somaya was quoted 
as saying by Hockey India.

The FIH Odisha Men’s 
Hockey World Cup Bhu-
baneswar and Rourkela 2023 
is set to begin on 13 January, 
2023, with Argentina facing 
South Africa in the tourna-
ment opener. Meanwhile, in 
Rourkela, India will compete 
against Spain in the fourth 
match of the day.

“The Indian Men’s Hockey 
Team has given us great joy 
over the last few years and 
it has been a pleasure to 
watch them play. I was really 
thrilled at the podium finish 
at the Tokyo 2020 Olym-
pics. So, I’d like to wish ev-
ery member of the team and 
the coaching staff the very 
best for the upcoming FIH 
Odisha Men’s Hockey World 

Cup Bhubaneswar-Rourkela 
2023,” he added. Four de-
cades ago, India hosted their 
first ever Men’s FIH Hockey 
World Cup, when the show-
piece tournament was played 
in Mumbai . It was the fifth 
edition of the tournament and 
hosts India were coming off 
the back of a Gold medal at 
the 1980 Moscow Olympics.

Turning back the clock, MM 

Somaya, one of the mainstays 
of the Indian team in the 
1980s, said, “We finished fifth 
in the 1982 World Cup, which 
was really keenly contested 
and was played on grass. 
Pakistan went on to win the 
Gold medal, but looking back 
we could have made the semi-
finals. We had a good squad, 
a very good forward line, and 
a very well-balanced team.”

While Somaya was an im-
portant part of the formation, 
his then-teammate Moham-
mad Shahid is another player 
who is remembered very 
fondly for his dribbling skills.

Speaking about Shahid, So-
maya said, “He was a great in-
dividual player and had fan-
tastic dribbling skills. Shahid 
had a wonderful tournament 
in the 1986 World Cup in Lon-
don and went on to carry the 
team for many years. I would 
consider him to be one of In-
dia’s best players, he used 
to dribble at top speed and 
caught many players on the 
wrong foot, as did Zafar Iqbal. 
We had some of the best drib-
blers in the game at that point 
in our team.” 

Former captain MM Somaya hopes Indian team 
challenge the best at FIH Men’s Hockey World Cup

Virat Kohli plays a shot during the Semi-Final match of ICC Mens T20 World Cup 2022 between India 
and England, at Adelaide Oval, in Adelaide on Thursday.

SEMI-FINAL

India’s star batter Virat Kohli 
on Thursday became the first 
batter to complete 1,100 runs 
in T20 World Cups. India’s 
star batter accomplished this 
landmark during his side’s 
second semi-final match of 
the ongoing ICC T20 World 
Cup against England at Ad-
elaide Oval. In the semi-final 
match against England, Virat 
scored a delightful 50 off 40 
balls. His knock consisted of 
four boundaries and one six. 
He struck the ball at a strike 
rate of 125.00.

On the second position in 
the tally is Sri Lanka legend 
Mahela Jayawardene with 

1016 while in the third posi-
tion is claimed by West Indies 
great Chris Gayle who has 
965 runs to his name.

This was his fourth half-
century of the ongoing edi-
tion of the tournament. He 
is currently the leading run 
scorer in the tournament so 
far. He has scored 296 runs 
in six innings at an average 
of 98.66. This also includes 
his instant-classic knock of 
82* against Pakistan at Mel-
bourne.

Virat Kohli also surpassed 
West Indies great Brian Lara 
to become the leading run-
scorer among non-Australian 
players at the Adelaide Oval.

With this, he has taken his 
record at Adelaide to 957 

runs in 11 matches across 15 
innings at an average of 73.61. 
He has scored five centuries 
and four fifties at the venue, 
with the best score of 141.

Brian Lara, who has been 
overtaken by Virat, had 
scored 940 runs in 11 match-
es across 15 innings at an 
average of 67.14. Three cen-
turies and three fifties have 
come out of his bat at the 
venue, with best score of 226.

The leading run-scorer at 
the venue is former Austra-
lian skipper Ricky Ponting, 
who has scored 2,188 runs in 
32 matches across 46 innings 
at an average of 53.36. Seven 
half-centuries and ten fifties 
came out of his bat, with the 
best individual score of 242.

KOHLI BECOMES FIRST PLAYER TO COMPLETE 1,100 RUNS 
IN T20 WORLD CUPS
TDG NETWORK
ADELAIDE

Team South Africa

SHOCKING LOSS

TDG NETWORK
JOHANNESBURG  

The South African national 
men’s team’s performance in 
the T20 World Cup will be 
reviewed by Cricket South 
Africa after they were elimi-
nated at the group stage, suf-
fering a shocking loss to the 
Netherlands, with the focus 
on moving on and not dwell-
ing on the past.

“It is important that we re-
view what has happened. We 
are in the process of putting a 
panel together to ensure the 
review is very clinical. But 
the focus is hitting the reset 
button and not dwelling on 
the past. It’s important that 
we close a chapter and look 
at what lies ahead,” Enoch 
Nkwe, South Africa’s direc-
tor of cricket (DOC), said 
after the team’s arrival from 
Australia as quoted by ES-
PNcricinfo. Nkwe, who took 
over as DOC in July after as-
sisting Mark Boucher as his 

assistant coach, has already 
named Malibongwe Maketa 
as South Africa’s interim 
coach ahead of a three-Test 
series in Australia and will 
shortly start the succession 
planning for Boucher’s per-
manent replacement.

With one year remaining on 
his contract, Boucher quit his 
position to join the Mumbai 
Indians in the IPL. Since 
white-ball captain Temba 
Bavuma has yet to decide on 
his future, all signs point to 
no sudden changes to South 
Africa’s organisational struc-
ture. After South Africa’s loss 
on Sunday, Bavuma declared 
he wouldn’t be influenced by 
the feelings of the moment. 
He remarked three days 
later after the team’s failure 
to qualify for the semi-finals.

“The emotions are not as 
raw, but in terms of the disap-
pointment and the disbelief, 
that’s still there, It’s going to 
take me a couple of days,” 

Bavuma said.
Even though the first round 

of domestic first-class match-
es begins on Thursday (each 
side only plays seven games 
and there are only three 
rounds prior to the Tests in 
Australia), the entire squad 
will be given some time off 
before a decision is made re-
garding when the players will 
return to action.

They will primarily be in 

the Test team, which is cur-
rently second in the World 
Test Championship (WTC) 
points standings. Their per-
formance in the Test series in 
Australia will be essential in 
determining if they will have 
a chance at the WTC final in 
June, at which point South 
Africa, who is currently 
ranked 11th on that table, 
may also wind up compet-
ing in the 50-over World 

Cup Qualifier. Nkwe has 
first-hand experience with 
the ups and downs of South 
Africa’s last three years--
since former CEO Thabang 
Moroe decided to restructure 
the coaching system and es-
tablish a team director who 
was then quickly replaced by 
a coach, Boucher.

He served as Boucher’s 
team director for almost two 
years before resigning, claim-
ing issues with the team’s cul-
ture. He was the interim team 
director during a catastrophic 
tour to India in 2019. Follow-
ing Boucher’s departure, he 
replaced Graeme Smith as the 
DOC upon his return in an 
overseeing capacity.

When asked if he believed 
the entirety of the off-field 
incidents had impacted the 
squad, Nkwe responded 
that he wouldn’t use it as an 
excuse.

“One thing I have been 
proud of this team over the 

last couple of years is that 
they’ve been able to go on 
the park and compete and try 
and win games. They’ve been 
able to close off all the noise 
and whatever is happening 
off the field. Somehow we 
found a way to get to a point 
where we remain competi-
tive. I believe the team has 
come through that very well,” 
he said.

He acknowledged that the 
World Cup exit was disap-
pointing and that someone 
had to bear responsibility 
possibly the CSA. “We will 
always take full accountabil-
ity. When the results are poor, 
there will be fingers pointed 
at the organisation in terms 
of what has happened in the 
past and whether there was 
enough support. Whether the 
team loses or wins, we are al-
ways going to be supporting 
the team and asking our-
selves questions about what 
more we can do,” Nkwe said.

SOUTH AFRICA’S EXIT FROM T20 WORLD CUP TO BE REVIEWED BY CSA
HAMSTRING TEAR

LATEST RANKING

Abhyudaya becomes India’s 
No. 1 rank 3x3 basketball player

Abhyudaya 
Yadav has re-
cently moved 

up in the ranking and became India’s no 1 
ranked 3x3 basketball player.

The ranking of players is done by the In-
ternational Basketball Federation (FIBA) 
which released the latest ranking for 
India players. Apart from Abhyudaya 
Yadav, Vishesh Bhriguvanshi, Rachit 
Singh and Amrit Pal are the top 4 3x3 
basketball players in India. Abhyuda-
ya has also signed for India’s first pro 
Basketball League, Elite Pro Basketball 
League. Abhyudaya Yadav has been 
playing Basketball for the 
past 14 years and turned 
professional in 2018. He 
reached the No 1 rank 
in India after he par-
ticipated in the 3BL 
Thailand season 
1 where his team 
came 3rd in the 1st 
round. Players from 
all over the world play 
in the league. He is play-
ing for Udon Thani Giants 
and his teammates are Carlos 
Martinez and Jose Blasquez both 
from Spain National 3x3 team 
and Prin Mantashawee from 
Thailand.

Talking about the same an ex-

cited Abhyudaya Yadav was quoted as saying 
by Elite Pro Basketball League, “I am really 
excited being No 1 player of India in 3x3, but 
for me this is just a start. This will motivate 
me to work harder and try to put India on the 
world map in Basketball.”

Abhyudaya Yadav who plays for Hy-
derabad Hoops in Elite Pro Basket-
ball League said, “Elite Pro Basket-
ball League is a platform which India 
needs to improve the game. I am sure 
it will be a game-changer for Indian 
Basketball players and will give a 
lot of players a taste of what being a 

professional athlete means. I 
am really very excited and 

looking forward to play-
ing in it and performing 

my best.”
Elite Pro Basket-
ball organized the 
largest Wild Card 
tryout in Delhi 
with over 700 ath-
letes coming for the 

tryout. India’s only 
Professional Basketball 

League in the 5x5 format, 
Elite Pro Basketball League 

will kick start early next 
year with 12 teams and a lot 
of currents and former In-
dian players already signed 
and raring to go.

TDG NETWORK
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South Africa Keegan Pe-
tersen has been ruled out of 
the Australia tour due to a 
hamstring tear.

As per the ESPNcricinfp, 
Petersen sustained the in-
jury at the weekend, dur-
ing the CSA T20 Challenge 
final, and will probably 
need between six and eight 
weeks to recover. This is the 
second tour the Proteas bat-
ter will miss since mak-
ing his international 
debut in 2021; 
last year he 
contracted 
Covid-19 
and was 
left out of 
the tour-
ing party 
t o  Ne w 
Zealand.

Earlier, 

South Africa’s star player 
Keshav Maharaj suffered a 
groin injury in the ICC T20 
World Cup 2022, Cricket 
South Africa (CSA) is also 
waiting on a medical update 
on him.

In a match against Neth-
erlands Maharaj was un-
able to run while batting in 
South Africa’s final match, 
and will be assessed this 
week to determine his avail-
ability for the upcoming 

games.
CSA selec-

tors will 
have a 
hard 
time 

select-
i n g  a 
replace-
ment for 
Petersen 

as they already 
have a lot of good 

choices.

SOUTH AFRICA’S KEEGAN PETERSEN 
TO MISS OZ TOUR DUE TO INJURY

Keegan Petersen

Abhyudaya Yadav



sports16 the daily guardian review
friday |  11  november 2022
new delhi

India’s Virat Kohli during the Semi-Final match of ICC Mens T20 
World Cup 2022 between India and England, at Adelaide Oval, in 
Adelaide on Thursday. 
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Star Indian batter Virat 
Kohli on Thursday became 
the first player in history to 
cross the 4,000 run mark 
in T20I cricket.

India’s star batter accom-
plished this landmark dur-
ing his side’s second semi-
final match of the ongoing 
ICC T20 World Cup against 
England at Adelaide Oval. 
In the match, Virat scored 
a delightful 50 off 40 balls. 
His knock consisted of four 
boundaries and one six. He 
struck the ball at a strike 
rate of 125.00.

This was his fourth half-
century of the ongoing edi-
tion of the tournament. He 
is currently the leading run 
scorer in the tournament so 
far. He has scored 296 runs 

in six innings at an average 
of 98.66. This also includes 
his instant-classic knock 
of 82* against Pakistan at 
Melbourne.

With this half-century, 
Virat’s run-tally in T20I 
cricket has gone to 4,008 
runs in 115 matches across 
107 innings at an average of 
52.73. 

One century and 37 half-
centuries have come out 
of his bat, with the best in-
dividual score of 122*. His 
strike rate in the shorter 
format is 137.96.

Other top batters in the 
shortest format are Indian 
skipper Rohit Sharma 
(3,853), New Zealand open-
ing veteran Martin Guptill 
(3,531), Pakistan skipper 
Babar Azam (3,323) and 
Ireland opener Paul Stir-
ling (3,181).

Virat Kohli becomes first player to 
smash 4,000 runs in T20I cricket

Top knocks from open-
ers Alex Hales and 
Jos Buttler powered 

England to an emphatic 
10-wicket win over India in 
the second semi-final of the 
ongoing ICC T20 World Cup 
in Australia at Adelaide on 
Thursday.

With this, the final between 
England and Pakistan is set. 
Chasing 169, England open-
ers Jos Buttler and Alex Hales 
gave their side a powerful 
start. Both were dealing in 
fours and sixes from the get-
go. India did not get to have a 
dominating powerplay with 
the ball as both Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar and Arshdeep Singh 
were smashed around merci-
lessly.

England breached the 50-
run mark in just 4.5 overs. At 
the end of the powerplay in six 
overs, England was at 63/0, 
with Hales (33*) and Buttler 
(28*) at the crease. Hales soon 
brought up his half-century in 
just 28 balls.

At the end of 10 overs, Eng-
land was at 98/0, with Hales 
(57*) and Buttler (37*) at the 
crease. England touched the 
100-run mark in 10.1 overs.

Buttler also brought up his 
half-century, his 19th in the 
format in just 36 balls. The 
Men in Blue had no answers 
for the England batting. At the 
end of 15 overs, England stood 
at 156/0, with Hales (81*) and 
Buttler (71*) unbeaten.

England finished their in-
nings at 170/0 in 16 overs, with 
Buttler (80*) and Hales (86*) 
unbeaten.

Earlier, Hardik Pandya 
rose to the occasion to play a 
blazing half-century knock, 
guiding India to 168/6 against 
England at the Adelaide Oval 
in the ongoing T20 World cup 
on Thursday.

Virat continued his love af-
fair with the Adelaide ground 
to smash a fifty and held the 
innings together for the team. 
Pandya 63 (33) meanwhile 
applied the finishing touches, 
and a late flourish from him 
propelled India to a par score 
after a slow start.

Electing to field, England 
could have not asked for a 
better start as they dismissed 
KL Rahul in the 2nd over after 
the batter slashed a boundary 
over point on the first ball of 
the innings. The right-hander 
could not replicate his last 
match’s heroics and could 
only score 5(5).

The leading run-scorer of 
the tournament, Virat Kohli 
walked out to bat and stamped 

his authority right away by 
smashing a beautiful six over 
covers to Chris Woakes on the 
first ball of the third over.

Captain Rohit Sharma also 
joined in on the action and 
smashed two consecutive 
boundaries to Sam Curran, 
releasing pressure off the bat-
ter. He also got Adil Rashid 
away for a boundary in the 
sixth over to take India to 38/1 
after the end of the powerplay.

India’s star batter Virat con-
tinued his aggressive intent 
and struck Liam Livingstone 
for a boundary in the seventh 
over meanwhile, Rohit strug-
gled to put bat to ball.

Pacer Chris Jordan was hit 
superbly for a boundary over 
covers by the opener but the 
bowler had the last laugh as 
he got rid of him in the same 
over. Rohit looked to launch 
the ball in the sky but lost his 
shape in the process and skied 
it towards mid-on where Sam 
Curran took an excellent run-

ning catch diving forward to 
dismiss him for 27(28).

Talismanic batter Suryaku-
mar Yadav occupied the 
crease and took India to 62/1 
at the halfway mark, with the 
game hanging in balance.

All-rounder Ben Stokes 
came on to bowl his second 
over only to be smashed for 
a six and a boundary in the 
11th over. Leg-spinner Adil 
Rashid proved to be the un-
doing of Suryakumar as the 
batter looked to hit him over 
the boundary but could only 
spoon the ball towards sweep-
er-cover, where Philip Salt 
held his nerves to complete 
the catch and hand England 
their biggest wicket of the 
night.

The onus then fell on Virat 
and Hardik Pandya to steady 
the Indian innings and pro-
vide it with some stability 
while making sure the scoring 
rate does not see a dip.

India squeezed in 10 runs 

from the 14th over and got 
things going from there on 
with Virat getting a boundary 
in the over.

Kohli smashed a scintillat-
ing boundary on the last ball 
of the 15th over to bring up 
India’s hundred. He escaped 
a leg before review narrowly 
after getting rapped on the 
boots to a superb yorker from 
Jordan. The batter rubbed salt 
into the wounds of the bowler 
as he smashed a boundary in 
the extra cover region off the 
very next ball. India were off 
to a brilliant start in the 17th 
over as Pandya thumped Cur-
ran over covers for a majestic 
six. Virat and Pandya also ran 
hard and were lighting quick 
between the wickets to keep 
the scoreboard ticking.

The 18th over saw Pandya 
absolutely breaking free and 
pushing the accelerator with 
consecutive sixes off Jordan. 
Run machine Kohli brought 
up his fourth fifty of the tour-
nament but was caught at 
short third man in the same 
over.

Pacer Sam Curran was at 
the receiving end of Pandya in 
the 19th over as he was taken 
apart by the batter for two 
fours and a six, in the process 
bringing up his fifty off just 29 
balls. The final over yielded 12 
runs courtesy of Pandya with 
India ending the inning at 
168/6. Chris Jordan was the 
pick of the bowlers, clinch-
ing three wickets while giving 
away 43 runs.

Brief Score: India 168/6 
(Hardik Pandya 63, Virat 
Kohli 50; Chris Jordan 3-43) 
vs England. 

SECOND SEMI-FINAL 

TDG NETWORK
ADELAIDE 

BUTTLER, HALES SHINE AS ENGLAND 
THRASH INDIA BY 10 WICKETS

England’s skipper Jos Buttler plays a shot during the Semi-Final match of ICC Mens T20 World Cup 
2022 between India and England, at Adelaide Oval, in Adelaide on Thursday.
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We were not upto the mark 
with ball, failed to hold our 
nerves: Rohit Sharma 

Following his side’s ten-
wicket loss to England 
in the semifinal of ICC 
T20 World Cup, Indian 
skipper Rohit Sharma 
said his side was not up 
to the mark with the ball 
and failed to hold their 
nerves and in executing 
their plans.

Top knocks from open-
ers Alex Hales and Jos 
Buttler powered England 
to an emphatic 10-wicket 
win over India in the sec-
ond semi-final of the on-

going ICC T20 World Cup 
in Australia at Adelaide 
on Thursday. “Pretty dis-
appointed how it turned 
out today. We batted well 
at the back end to get that 
score. We were not up to 
the mark with the ball, we 
could not turn up today. 
It is all about handling 
the pressure in knock-
out games. All these guys 
have played enough to 
understand that. These 
guys have played under 
pressure in IPL games, it 
is all about keeping calm,” 
said Rohit during a post-
match presentation.

“We were nervy to start 
with, but you got to give 
credit to their openers, 
they played really well. 
I thought it swung a 
bit in the first over, but 
not from the right ar-
eas. We know the runs 
are scored square of the 
wicket, we were aware 
about it. When we won 
the first game, it showed 
a lot of character. The 
game against Bangla-
desh, it was a tricky one. 
I thought we held our 
nerve and kept executing 
our plans. Could not do 
that today,” added Rohit.

India’s skipper Rohit Sharma plays a shot during the Semi-Final match of ICC Mens T20 World Cup 
2022 between India and England, at Adelaide Oval, in Adelaide on Thursday.

SEMI-FINAL

TDG NETWORK
ADELAIDE 

NEVER THOUGHT I WOULD PLAY IN WORLD CUP AGAIN: 
ALEX HALES AFTER HIS MATCH-WINNING KNOCK 

After guiding England to the 
T20 World Cup final with his 
match-winning knock, opener 
Alex Hales said he was never 
sure if he would get a place in 
the Three Lions’ WC squad 
and the opener was happy 
with the way he played in the 
high-pressure match.

Top knocks from openers 
Alex Hales and Jos Buttler 
powered England to an em-
phatic 10-wicket win over 
India in the second semi-
final of the ongoing ICC T20 
World Cup in Australia at 
Adelaide on Thursday. “It 
will be right up there for sure 
(referring to perfect innings). 
The huge occasion, India in 
a semifinal of a World Cup, 
really happy with the way 
I played and it is as special 

as it gets. This is one of the 
best grounds to bat in, es-
pecially in the powerplay, a 
really good surface and great 
value for good cricket shots, 
this is a ground I have good 
memories of and enjoy bat-

ting here,” Alex Hales said in 
the post-match presentation.

The England opening duo 
put on a stellar show in Ad-
elaide as they went on the 
hammer Indian bowlers 
right from the beginning of 

their innings. It was Hales, 
who smashed Indian bowl-
ers earlier in the innings as 
Buttler played the second 
fiddle. Their partnership 
guided England in chasing 
down 169 with all 10 wickets 
and 24 balls to spare. Hales 
remained unbeaten on 86 
from just 47 deliveries while 
Buttler scored 80* from 49 
deliveries

Hales gushed about his cap-
tain and opening partner Jos 
Buttler and expressed satis-
faction with the manner the 
latter performed in the in-
tense game against India.

“I never thought I’d play in 
a World Cup again, and to get 
a chance is a special feeling. 
It’s a country I love playing 
in. Jos was unbelievable out 
there,” said Hales, who re-
ceived the Player of the match 
award.

England’s Alex Hales plays a shot during the Semi-Final match of 
ICC Mens T20 World Cup 2022 between India and England, at Ad-
elaide Oval, in Adelaide on Thursday.
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Following his side’s 10-wicket 
loss to England, India head 
coach Rahul Dravid admit-
ted that his side should have 
gotten at least 180-185 runs 
on the Adelaide surface and 
his team was outplayed in all 
departments by England.

Top knocks from openers 
Alex Hales and Jos Buttler 
powered England to an em-
phatic 10-wicket win over 
India in the second semi-final 
of the ongoing ICC T20 World 
Cup in Australia at Adelaide 
on Thursday. “Obviously 
disappointed to finish at the 
semi-finals. We would have 
liked to go a couple of steps 
further.

 But we were outplayed and 
outclassed. England was the 
better team in every depart-
ment and the scoreline shows 
that,” said Dravid in a press 
conference.

“We have been batting well. 
We were one of those teams 
who got 180-plus scores here 
(in Australia) two to three 
times in this tournament. 
When we started, the boys 

said it (surface) was tacky 
and slow. At the end of 15-over 
mark, we were around 15-20 
runs short. In death overs, we 
were good, with Hardik being 
brilliant. We should have got 
180-185 at the end,” he added.

Dravid appreciated England 
for their all-round efforts.

Asked about his thoughts on 
the team’s campaign, Dravid 
said that the tournament will 
be reflected upon by the team.

“I think overall, we had a 
pretty good campaign. We 
played some good T20I crick-
et. We had our moments in 
this tournament. Some indi-
viduals showed quality and 
skills. But today, we were just 
not good enough. I am sure we 
can look back on it and move 

forward,” he added.
On the future of senior 

players like Virat Kohli, Rohit 
Sharma, Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar etc in the shorter format, 
Dravid said that it is too early 
to talk about it.Dravid admit-
ted that playing overseas T20I 
leagues would help Indian 
players but it has its share of 
challenges.

“Our boys do miss out on 
such opportunities. BCCI is 
there to take decisions. But if 
all players are allowed to play 
in such leagues, we would not 
have our domestic cricket. 
Ranji etc would be finished, 
Test cricket would be finished. 
We have to understand the 
challenges that Indian cricket 
faces in such situations. 

SHOULD HAVE SCORED 180-185 ON THIS SURFACE: INDIAN COACH DRAVID 

India head coach Rahul Dravid

SEMI-FINAL BOUTS

ASIAN BOXING C’SHIPS: SUMIT, GOVIND 
KUMAR CLINCH BRONZE MEDALS

After suffering defeats in their 
semi-final bouts, the 2022 
Thailand Open Champion duo 
of Sumit and Govind Kumar 
Sahani both secured bronze at 
the 2022 ASBC Asian Elite Box-
ing Championships in Amman, 
Jordan on Thursday.

Govind (48kg) was up against 
Sanzhar Tashkenbay of Ka-
zakhstan and started off his 
bout trying to block his op-
ponent’s punches and attack 
with counterpunches but he 
could not sustain that strat-
egy for long. His Kazakh op-

ponent, the 2021 Youth World 
Championship gold medalist, 
dominated the next two rounds 
and inflicted a 0:4 defeat on 
the boxer from Gorakhpur, as 
per a Boxing Federation of In-
dia (BFI) press release.  Sumit 
(75kg) was involved in a tough 
matchup against the reigning 
Asian Champion Jafarov Sai-
djamshid of Uzbekistan and in 
spite of his best efforts, failed to 
take control of the bout and suf-
fered a 0:5 defeat by unanimous 
decision. Later tonight, six-time 
Asian medalists Shiva Thapa 
(63.5kg), Mohammad Hussa-
muddin (57kg), and Narender 
(92+kg) will all take to the ring 

to secure their berth in the final.
Five Indian women pugilists 

including 2020 Tokyo Olym-
pics bronze medalist Lovlina 
Borgohain (75kg) and 2022 
World Championships bronze 
medalist Parveen (63kg) will be 
fighting for gold in the final of 
the tournament on Friday.

The other women boxers com-
peting in the final will be Alfiya 
Pathan (81+kg), Saweety (81kg), 
and Minakshi (52kg) Saweety 
who punched her way into the 
final after defeating the native 
Lina Jaber by RSC in the second 
round late on Wednesday night 
will face Gulsaya Yerzhan of Ka-
zakhstan in the final.
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