
bi-lateral relationstime to fight

Congress criticizes 
court’s decision: 
‘Unacceptable, 
completely erroneous’

india a trusted trading partner 
in ‘friend-shoring’ strategy:  
u.s. treasury secretary

bJp, congress, aap 
fight it out in  
high-stakes hp polls 

Criticizing the Supreme 
Court’s decision to release 
the remaining killers of 
former Prime Minister Ra-
jiv Gandhi from prison, the 
Congress on Friday called 
the verdict “totally unac-
ceptable and completely er-
roneous.”

Jairam Ramesh, general 
secretary and in charge of 
communications for the 
Congress Party, stated that 
the party strongly opposes 
it and finds it completely 
untenable. “The decision of 
the Supreme Court to free 
the remaining killers of for-
mer PM Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
is totally unacceptable and 
completely erroneous. The 

Congress Party criticizes it 
clearly and finds it wholly 
untenable,” the Congress 
MP said.

He further said, “It is most 
unfortunate that the Su-
preme Court has not acted in 
consonance with the spirit of 
India on this issue.”

The Congress MP from 
Tamil Nadu, Manickam 
Tagore, took a swipe at the 
central government on the 
issue and questioned if 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi supported the three 
Sri Lankan accused.

Congress MP from Tamil 
Nadu Manickam Tagore 
took to Twitter and wrote, 

“Why there was no Union 
government advocates pres-
ent today when the case 

US Treasury Secretary Ja-
net Yellen said on Friday 
that her country’s strategy 
of “friend-shoring” aligns 
the manufacturing and 
sourcing of components 
and raw materials with 
shared values.

Yellen, who is visiting In-
dia for the first time as US 
Treasury Secretary, said 
at the Microsoft India De-
velopment Center that the 
pandemic and the Russia-

Ukraine conflict are reasons 
to strengthen economic ties 
between the two countries. 

“India is one of our trusted 
trading partners. In a world 
where supply chain vulner-
abilities can impose heavy 
costs, we believe it’s im-
portant to strengthen our 
trade ties with India and the 
large number of countries 
that share our approach to 
economic relations. This 

The D-day has come. Him-
achalis are going to seal the 
fate of political parties in 
the EVM machines and in 
ballot boxes. Voting for the 
assembly elections in Him-
achal Pradesh will be held 
on 12 November i.e., Satur-
day. Votes will be cast from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. At the same 
time, the campaigning for the 
elections ended on Thursday.

5592828 voters will decide 
the fate of 412 candidates 

in the state’s polling on No-
vember 12. Out of a total of 
5592828 voters, 67559 are 
service voters, 22 are over-
seas Indian voters, 5525247 
are general voters, and 38 
are third-gender voters.

The number of female vot-
ers in the state is higher than 
that of male voters. There are 
2737845 females, 2854945 
males, and 38 third-gender 
voters in the state. At the 
same time, although the Elec-
tion Commission has issued 
photo identification cards to 

dalit woman 
and son beaten 
up in kaushambi
KAUSHAMBI: A chilling 
incident was reported on 
Friday from Kaushambi, 
where a Dalit mother and 
her son were beaten up 
badly by bullies for drink-
ing water from a local tank. 
The group of men is ac-
cused of showering caste-
related abuse on the duo. 
The victim and her family 
members claim that they 
registered a report at the 
local police station, but 
no action was taken. The 
complainants were forced 
to knock on the doors 
of the senior officials 
for justice and have also 
registered a complaint on 
the CM portal.

twitter 
suspends $8 
subscription 
program 
WASHIngTon: Twitter 
Inc. suspended the $8 
subscription program 
it launched earlier 
this week to combat 
a growing problem of 
users impersonating 
major brands, a person 
familiar with the 
move said. Existing 
subscribers will still have 
access to their account, 
said the person who 
asked not to be identified 
because the information 
is private. The move was 
reported earlier by the 
website Platformer. 
The company has also 
reinstated “official” 
badges for high-profile 
accounts, with the gray 
badge reappearing 
below the profiles of 
businesses and major 
media outlets Friday 
based on an internal 
approved list, according 
to the person.
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ahead of elections

PM Modi to hold talks with  
UK PM, French President in Bali

nia chargesheet 
against 3 for ltte link 

Gyanvapi Row: SC extends 
protection of area where 
‘Shivling’ found

opposition considers completing 
proJects fast as ‘risk’, bJp finds 
it nation’s ‘strength’: pm modi

aap manifesto for mcd 
polls released with  
‘10 promises’

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will hold bilateral 
meetings with United King-
dom (UK) Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak and French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron in Bali. He will also 
hold bilateral meetings 
with several other world 
leaders on the sidelines of 
the G20 summit in Bali, In-
donesia.  PM Modi will visit 
Bali from 14 to 16 November.

Sources told The Daily 
Guardian that Ukraine, the 
issues related to Indo-Pa-
cific amid growing Chinese 
aggression and threat of 
terrorism will figure dur-
ing PM Modi’s discussions 
with Sunak and Macron. 
His meeting with the UK 
PM will be the first in-per-
son meeting between the 
two leaders.

In the first call between 
PM Modi and his new Brit-

ish counterpart Rishi Su-
nak, the leaders had agreed 
to meet on the sidelines of 
the G-20 leadership sum-
mit in Bali. 

PM Modi had emphasised 
the need for an early con-
clusion of the Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) between 
the two sides. So, PM Modi 
and Sunak will discuss ear-
ly finalisation of India-UK 
Free trade agreement (FTA), 
sources said.  

Sources said that PM 
Modi and French President 
Macron will reaffirm the 
close partnership between 
New Delhi and Paris. The 
focus would be on strength-
ening and deepening strate-
gic ties between India and 
France, they added. France 
has recently issued its Na-
tional Strategic Review 
2022 in which it has em-
phasised deeper coopera-
tion with New Delhi. The 
PM will also hold talks with 
the Suriname president 

and with host—Indonesia’s 
President Joko widodo.

The 17th edition of the 
G20 summit will take place 
from November 15 to 16. 
The summit will see world 
leaders gathering to chalk 
out solutions for the cur-
rent global crisis. US Presi-
dent Joe Biden will also be 
in Bali. Biden is likely to 
meet Chinese President 
Xi Jinping. For India, this 
year’s summit holds special 
significance since it will be 
handed the presidency of 
the mega grouping.

Earlier this month, PM 
Modi launched the logo, 
theme and website of In-
dia’s G20 presidency with 
much fanfare. India will 
host the G20 summit next 
year for the first time since 
2008. Under the Indian 
presidency, two hundred 
G20 meetings will take 
place across the country 
beginning December of this 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Friday filed 
a charge sheet in connection 
with the seizure of arms and 
ammunition at Omalur area 
in Tamil Nadu’s Salem dis-
trict against three persons.

The NIA charge sheet 
named those who conspired 

and associated themselves 
with the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a pro-
scribed outfit, and created 
an organisation called the 

“World Tamil Justice Court” 
(WTJC).

The case related to the re-
covery of two country-made 
pistols, ammunition, and 
gun powder from the two 

Advocate Vishnu Shankar 
Jain and the Hindu Paksha 
heaved a sigh of relief on 
11 November when the Su-

preme Court, on their plea, 
said that the interim order 
dated 17 May, 2022, will 
continue until further orders.

It is well known that on 
17 May, 2022, the Supreme 
Court ordered that the Shival-

inga (objects) found during 
the survey of the Gyanvapi 
Mosque in Varanasi be 
protected. The Interim Or-
der was due to expire on 12 
November. The counsel for 

In an apparent attack on pre-
vious Congress and Janata 
Dal (secular) governments 
in Karnataka, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said on 
Friday that the BJP consid-

ers the speed of completing 
large-scale projects as the 
strength of the nation, while 
the previous governments 
considered it a “risk.”

Addressing a programme 
at the inauguration of the 

“Statue of Prosperity” in 
Bengaluru, PM Modi said 

that the double-engine gov-
ernment in Karnataka is the 
reason for the growth of Ben-
galuru and Karnataka. “The 
previous governments used 
to consider speed-a luxury 
and scale-a risk! We changed 
this mindset absolutely. We 

Delhi’s chief minister and 
Aam Aadmi Party’s national 
convener, Arvind Kejriwal, 
on Friday released the par-
ty’s manifesto for the upcom-

ing Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi (MCD) elections and 
said that his government will 
work on fulfilling 10 “guar-
antees.”
“We will work to fulfil 10 
guarantees. We will clean 
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‘untenable’

Paying tribute

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays floral tribute to the 108 ft bronze 
statue of Nadaprabhu Kempegowda, in Bengaluru on Friday. ANi

The Supreme Court 
on Friday ordered 
the release of six 

convicts, including Nalini 
Sriharan and RP Ravichan-
dran, serving life imprison-
ment in connection with 
the assassination of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gan-
dhi.

In the month of May this 
year, the Supreme Court 
used its extraordinary 
powers to free a seventh 
convict, Perarivalan. The 
same order applied to the 
rest of the convicts.

The court also said that 

the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had recommended to 
the governor in 2018 that 
the convicts be freed from 
the jail.

Rajiv Gandhi was assas-
sinated on 21 May, 1991, in 
Sriperumbudur. 

The Supreme court found 
Nalini Sriharan, Santhan, 
Murugan, Robert, Jaya-
kumar, RP Ravichandran, 
and AG Perarivalan guilty 
and awarded them a death 
sentence.

The Rajiv Gandhi kill-
ers’ case stirs deep emo-
tions in Tamil Nadu, and 
every government in the 
state, whether led by the 
AIADMK or DMK, has 

campaigned for their free-
dom. Many in Tamil Nadu 
believe that the seven pris-
oners played minor roles in 
the assassination of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gan-
dhi and were duped into 
taking part in a plot they 
knew little about.

Nalini Sriharan’s sentence 
was commuted to life in 
prison in 2000 due to the 
intervention of Sonia Gan-
dhi, the then-INC Presi-
dent, and Rajiv Gandhi’s 
wife. 

In 2008, Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra met with Nalini 
in Vellore jail.

The sentences of six more 
convicts were also com-

muted in 2014. The same 
year, then Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister J. Jayala-
litha initiated moves to free 
them.

Nalini Sriharan’s brother, 
Bakianathan, said the con-
victs had already served 
33 years in prison and had 
suffered enough. “They are 
released on humanitarian 
grounds. Those who op-
pose their release should 
respect the laws of India.”

Following Perarivalan’s 
release, Ravichandran had 
sent a letter to Chief Min-
ister MK Stalin seeking the 
release of the remaining six 
convicts, including him and 
mentioned that the Gover-

nor has kept the files of re-
lease without consideration 
for over three years which 
he condemns as an anti-
constitutional approach.

Deciding Perarivalan’s 
plea for premature release 
from jail based on the rec-
ommendation made by the 
Tamil Nadu government 
in September 2018, the Su-
preme court ordered his 
release, while the six other 
convicts remain in jail.

Rajiv Gandhi was assas-
sinated on the night of 21 
May, 1991, at Sriperum-
budur in Tamil Nadu by 
a woman suicide bomber, 
identified as Dhanu, at a 
poll rally.

sc orders release of 6 conVicts in 
raJiV gandhi assassination case

Verdict

  Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated on the night of 21 May, 1991, at Sriperumbudur 
in Tamil Nadu by a woman suicide bomber.
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Congress President Rahul 
Gandhi has expressed his 
condolences following the 
death of an elderly party 
worker, P Ganesan, during 
the ongoing Bharat Jodo 
Yatra.

In a Facebook post on Fri-
day, Rahul Gandhi wrote, 
“Deeply saddened by the 
demise of our fellow Yatri, 
Shri P Ganesan ji.” “He was 
a dedicated Congress worker 
who had taken part in every 
yatra and campaign of the 
party over the last three de-
cades. In him, we have lost 
a true soldier of the party 
and a beloved companion 
on the Bharat Jodo Yatra,” 
he added.

Rahul Gandhi further 
stated, “I express my deep-
est condolences to his family 
and well-wishers. His dedi-
cation to the country and the 
Congress party will serve as 
an inspiration to all of us in 
our endeavour to unite our 
country.”

The Congress leader is 
currently on the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, which began on Sep-

tember 7 in Kanyakumari 
and will end in Kashmir 
next year.

The Congress claimed ear-
lier in a statement that the 
Yatra is the longest march on 
foot by any Indian politician 
in Indian history.

Bharat Jodo Yatra is now 
in Maharashtra after al-
ready covering parts of 
Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and 
Telangana.

The Yatra is getting sup-
port from various political 
parties and social organisa-
tions across the country, and 
the response is increasing 
day by day.

In Maharashtra too, the 
NCP and Shiv Sena (the 
Thackeray faction) agreed to 
participate in the yatra, add-
ing to its importance.

Notably, all the party MPs, 
leaders, and workers, along 
with Rahul Gandhi, are 
staying in containers. Sleep-
ing beds, toilets, and ACs 
are also installed in some of 
the containers. The arrange-
ments have been made keep-
ing in mind the intense heat 
and humidity associated 
with the change of places.

Hailing the contribution of 
Karnataka to the country’s 
development, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said on Friday 
that Bengaluru city represents 
the country’s start-up spirit 
which has placed India in a 
separate league.

He began his speech by pay-
ing rich tributes to the great 
leaders from the land of Kar-
nataka during a programme at 
the inauguration of the “Statue 
of Prosperity” in Bengaluru. “I 
am fortunate to have arrived 
in Bengaluru on a very special 
day. It’s a day on which falls 
the birth anniversary of two 
great sons of the nation- Sant 
Kanaka Das and Maharshi 
Valmiki. I pay my tributes to 
both of them,” said PM Modi.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi also unveiled the “Statue of 
Prosperity,” the 108-foot bronze 
statue of Bengaluru founder 
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda.

The statue has been built to 
commemorate the contribution 
of Nadaprabhu Kempegowda, 
the founder of the city, towards 
the growth of Bengaluru. “Con-
ceptualized and sculpted by 
Ram V. Sutar of Statue of Unity 
fame, 98 tonnes of bronze and 
120 tonnes of steel have gone 
into making this statue,” the 
PMO said.

The Prime Minister received 
a warm welcome in Bengaluru 
on Friday.

The Prime Minister said it is 
the big day for Karnataka as it 
gets the Vande Bharat Express, 
the Bharat Gaurav Kashi Yatra 
train, and a world-class airport 
terminal.

He said the 108-foot-tall statue 
of Nadaprabhu Kempegowda 
will inspire Indians to build 
their identity globally as leaders.

“Today’s event is an example 
of our Yuva’s spirit. The Vande 
Bharat train flagged off today is 
a glimpse of New India’s iden-
tity,” he said.

He said that a start-up is not 

only an organisation, it is the 
faith and ambition to achieve 
greater heights in the progress 
of a nation.

The Prime Minister said India 
is known all over the world for 
its start-ups, and Bengaluru 
plays a vital role in getting India 
established as a start-up hub.

“Bengaluru represents the 
‘Start-up’ spirit. Across the 
world, India is known for its 
start-ups. Karnataka is also 
getting benefitted from the 
investment happening in the 
country,” PM Modi said.

Earlier in the day, PM Modi 

dedicated Terminal 2 of Ben-
galuru’s Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport.

With the inauguration of T2, 
passenger handling capacity as 
well as counters for check-in 
and immigration will double, 
helping the people immensely.

Built at a cost of around Rs 
5,000 crore, Terminal 2 will 
be able to handle around 5–6 
crore passengers annually, up 
from the current capacity of 
2.5 crore.

Terminal 2 is designed as a 
tribute to the Garden City of 
Bengaluru, and the passen-

ger experience is meant to be 
a “walk in the garden.” Passen-
gers will travel through more 
than 10,000 square metres of 
green walls, hanging gardens, 
and outdoor gardens, and these 
gardens have been made in India 
using indigenous technology.

This airport has already set a 
precedent for sustainability by 
utilising 100 percent renew-
able energy across the campus. 
Terminal 2 has been created 
with sustainability principles 
woven into the design.

“The Airport has already 
established a benchmark in 
sustainability with 100 per 
cent usage of renewable energy 
across the campus. Terminal 2 
has been created with sustain-
ability principles woven into the 
design. Based on the sustain-
ability initiatives, Terminal 2 
will be the largest terminal in 
the world to be pre-certified 
platinum rating by US GBC 
(green building council) prior 
to commencing operations,” 
the PMO said.

Popularity among the public, on-the-ground 
work done by the candidates, winnability, 
and instilling young blood are some of the key 
factors that were under consideration before 
the BJP arrived at its list of candidates for the 
upcoming Gujarat Assembly polls.

A total of 160 names out of 182 were de-
clared in the first list released on Thursday 
at the party headquarters in Delhi. There was 
a clear attempt to include younger candidates 
as compared to the 2017 assembly elections. 
11 candidates out of the 160 declared by the 
BJP are under the age of 40, whereas 53 can-
didates declared by the BJP in the list so far 
are under the age of 50.

“The average age of the candidates, which 
earlier in 2017 was at 60 years, has now been 
brought down to the 50s,” a source told the 
press, saying what wasn’t possible in 2017 is 
now happening in 2022.

Senior party leaders among former minis-
ters, including former chief minister Vijay Ru-
pani and former Deputy Chief Minister Nitin 
Patel, were among those who didn’t find their 
names on the list as they had already written 
to the party leadership expressing their de-
sires not to contest the upcoming polls.

For the first time, Gujarat is all set to witness 
a three-way contest, with the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) being the much-talked-about 
entrant.

“People would understand that the AAP 
has put in quite a bit of effort to balance the 
caste equations and also focus on young faces. 
The BJP has been the ruling party in Gujarat 
for the longest time. People have seen and 
voted for the same faces for years. It is thereby 
important to cut off any anti-incumbency, if 
any, and for the party to instil young blood. 
“And look at Gujarat 10 years down the line,” 
a BJP functionary told the press.

“This is a party where an ordinary party 

worker with a humble background went on 
to become the prime minister of the country, 
and the message that needs to go to the youth 
is very simple. If they work hard and bring 
in new energy, they will be rewarded with 
a chance to prove themselves,” another BJP 
leader said.

A lot of the ticket selection had an imprint of 
the central leadership, where Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah are the biggest representatives 
from the state.

“There were close to 30 seats that the BJP 
won in the last election with a narrow margin, 
and they can have a crucial impact on the up-
coming polls.” On the list that the state lead-
ership brought to Delhi for the Central Elec-
tion Committee (CEC) meeting on a couple of 
seats, the name of the most winnable candi-
date wasn’t present. “The central leadership 
immediately pointed it out and made sure 
that these names were included,” a source 
told the media.

As many as 17 turncoats, including Hardik 
Patel and Alpesh Thakor, have been fielded, 
keeping in mind their caste equation and win-
nable positions.

“Hardik Patel has been fielded from his 
hometown of Viramgam and Alpesh Thakore 
from Gandhinagar. We saw that the two were 
active and that Thakor won by a huge margin. 
If they are in our party and in a position to get 
a win for us, why would they be made to sit 
out?” A senior leader told the press.

The BJP’s presence on the ground and pub-
lic popularity were also important factors in 
its decision to award tickets in the upcoming 
assembly elections.Urban seats have been 
highly critical to the party’s fortunes. There 
has been a conscious effort to rebuild the im-
age of leadership in urban areas.

“Candidates from Gandhinagar, Wadha-
wan, and Vejalpur were changed because of 
their growing unpopularity,” a party source 
said.

Rahul Gandhi expresses 
condolences over Cong 
worker’s demise

Delhi Police nabs 
accused who died 
‘24-years-ago’

beNGAluRu RePReseNts iNDiA’s stARt-uP sPiRit: PM MoDi

BJP eyeing a generational 
shift with elections in Gujarat
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GujARAt AsseMbly Polls

The BJP has received 
a setback in Gujarat 
ahead of the Assem-

bly elections in the state as 
MLA Kesarisinh Solanki 
joined the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) on Thursday.

Solanki, the sitting BJP 
MLA representing the 
Matar Assembly seat in Gu-
jarat’s Kheda district, joined 
the Arvind Kejriwal-led 
party a day after the ruling 
party released the first list of 
candidates for the upcom-
ing elections. Gujarat AAP 
President Gopal Italia was 
informed about the devel-
opment.

“Kesarisinh Solanki ji, a 
popular, hardworking, and 
fearless MLA of the Matar 
Vidhan Sabha, has joined 
the Aam Aadmi Party today 
after getting inspired by the 
honest politics of Arvind 
Kejriwal. I heartily welcome 
Kesarisinh Ji to the Aam 

Aadmi Party. Together, we 
will form an honest govern-
ment in Gujarat,” Italia said 
in a tweet late Thursday 
night.

The BJP has f ielded 
Kalpesh Parmar in place of 
Solanki, who won the seat 
twice, in 2014 and 2017.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Thursday 
announced the first list of 
candidates for 160 of the 182 
constituencies, which in-
cludes 14 female candidates 
for the upcoming Gujarat 
Assembly elections.

With the assembly elec-
tions scheduled for De-
cember 1 and 5 in the state, 
the BJP leaders, in a press 
conference held in Delhi, 
announced this first list for 
the majority of the constitu-
encies.

The list of 160 candidates 
includes 14 females, 13 from 
a scheduled caste, 24 from 
a scheduled tribe, and 69 
candidates who have been 
repeated.

The ruling party has also 
given a ticket to former 
Congress leader Hardik Pa-
tel, who quit the party and 
joined the BJP, from the Vi-
ramgam constituency.

Other Congress leaders 
who joined the BJP from 
the Congress in the past like 
Jawahar Chavda (he was 
also the cabinet minister in 
Vijay Rupani’s ministry), 
Ashvin Kotwal, and Prady-
umansinh Jadeja have been 
given tickets from Manava-
dar, Khedbrahma, and Ab-
dasa constituencies, respec-
tively.

Meanwhile, senior BJP 
leaders like Vijay Rupani, 
Bhupendrasinh Chudasa-
ma, Nitin Patel, and Pra-
dipsinh Jadeja stated on 
Wednesday night that they 
do not want to contest the 
elections and have also con-
veyed the same to the higher 
authorities in Delhi.

The Gujarat Chief Minister 
will be contesting from the 
Ghatlodia constituency.

The BJP has ruled the state 
for the past 27 years and is 
regarded as its stronghold.

Gujarat has been the BJP 
bastion for decades, and the 
party is seeking its seventh 
term in office.

The elections will be held 
in two phases on December 1 
and 5. The counting of votes 
will occur on December 8, 
which coincides with Him-
achal Pradesh’s result date.

While the Congress seeks 
to depose the BJP, the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) is also 
working hard to perform 
well in the polls. 

sittiNG bjP MlA KesARisiNh 
solANKi joiNs AAP
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top of the day

j&K Div 
CoMMissioNeR 
Reviews 
PRoGRess of ssCl 
PRojeCts
SRINAGAR: The Divisional 
Commissioner of Kashmir, 
Pandurang K Pole, on Friday 
reviewed the progress of 
work on various Srinagar 
Smart City Limited (SSCL) 
projects during a meeting 
held here, according to an 
official statement from De-
partment of Information and 
Public Relations, Jammu 7 
Kashmir. The meeting was 
attended by CEO, SSCL; 
Officers of SSCL; chief 
engineers of R&B, I&FC, 
PHE, KPDCL and other of-
ficers. CEO SSCL Athar Amir 
gave a detailed presentation 
highlighting different issues 
pertaining to R&B, I&FC, 
and Tourism departments.

MANAGeR of wCl 
helD iN GRAft 
CAse by Cbi
NEW DELHI: The Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) on Friday arrested 
a manager of Western 
Coalfields Limited (WCL) in 
Maharashtra for demand-
ing and accepting a bribe. 
The arrested accused have 
been identified as S M 
Dhande. He was employed 
as a Manager (Mines) in 
Mahakali UG Mines of 
Western Coalfields Limited 
(WCL) in Chandrapur. He 
was held for demanding 
and accepting a bribe of Rs 
50,000 from the Complain-
ant. A case was registered 
against a Manager (Mines), 
Mahakali UG Mines, 
Western Coalfields Limited 
(WCL), Chandrapur on the 
complaint.

PoweR MiNisteR 
lAuNChes GReeN 
eNeRGy oPeN 
ACCess PoRtAl
NEW DELHI: With an 
aim to ensure affordable, 
reliable, sustainable, and 
green energy for all and 
in continuation of several 
initiatives to promote clean 
and green energy by the 
Government of India, the 
Union Minister of Power 
and New and Renew-
able Energy, R K Singh 
launched the Green Energy 
Open Access Portal on Fri-
day. The Minister of State 
for Power Krishan Pal, 
also graced the occasion. 
Secretary (Power), Chair-
person, CEA and CMD, 
POSOCO along with other 
senior officers were also 
present on the occasion.

CoMMeRCe 
MiNisteR PRAises 
iNfRAstRuCtuRe 
DeveloPMeNt iN 
uttAR PRADesh
VARANASI: Commerce 
Minister Piyush Goyal laud-
ed the development work 
being done in Uttar Pradesh 
and called UP Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath as the ‘Infra-
structure Man of India’. He 
said nowhere else in India 
is work being completed 
at the rate that it is being 
done in Uttar Pradesh today. 
Yogi Adityanath is today 
working as a ‘symbol of 
development’. He said, “In 
Uttar Pradesh, the rate of 
construction of freeways, 
expressways, dedicated 
corridors, inland waterways, 
and airports is a prime 
example.” Not only Uttar 
Pradesh, but the entire 
country is also grateful to 
him for the way CM Yogi 
was enhancing the infra-
structure of UP, he added.

sC will Not AsK CeNtRe foR RePly 
oN MANish sisoDiA’s AffiDAvit

woRlD, iNDiA NeeD teChNoloGy 
foR sustAiNAble well-beiNG: 
MoefCC seCRetARy

In a bizarre incident, the Delhi Police has arrested a man 
who was declared dead in official documents 24 years ago.

As the man, wanted in a theft case in 1991, was declared 
“dead” in all official papers, the Delhi Police stopped look-
ing for him 24 years ago. 

However, the Bawana police were recently tipped off 
about the accused, and Delhi Police later worked on the 
lead to nab him.

After his arrest, the Delhi Police informed him that a case 
of theft had been registered against him in 1991 and the 
matter was in court. However, he was declared “dead” in 
official documents submitted to court in 1998.

The city police said he forged the documents and went 
into hiding. He was on the run for the next 24 years.

Accepting that the accused was dead, the court left his 
file pending. It remained pending until he was finally ar-
rested.

Speaking on the case, DCP Outer-North District Devesh 
Kumar Mahla said the police are questioning the accused 
for leads on the person who faked his papers.

Climate change is not an is-
sue confined to those who are 
seen as emitters, Secretary of 
the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest, and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) Leena Nandan 
said during a panel discus-
sion at the India Pavilion at 
COP 27.

This discussion session was 
hosted by the Department 
of Science and Technology 
on the topic “Technology 
Needs Assessment for Sus-
tainable Life” to identify the 
technological needs and their 
assessment for their adoption 
for the sustainable well-being 
of global citizens. “What India 
and the world need today is 
technology. Climate change is 
not an issue confined to those 
who are seen as emitters. 
There is now a realisation and 
a larger and uniform under-
standing that climate change 
cannot be wished away. It is 
knocking at our door,” MoEF-
CC Secretary Leena Nandan 
said on Thursday.

She further emphasised 
that climate change has led 
to devastation in the form of 
several nature-based occur-

rences, and our lifestyles need 
to change as a response to the 
challenges faced today.

In her address, she also 
stated that the discussions 
must focus on bridging the 
gap between what we want 
to achieve and how to achieve 
it, as well as the process of ap-
plying science and knowledge 
to our activities.

“All the Rs—Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle, Restore, and Refur-
bish—need the T of technol-
ogy,” Nandan said while 
talking about the circular 
economy.

Urging the Department 
of Science and Technology 
(DST) to engage with state 
governments for innova-
tive solutions, the Secretary 
of MoEFCC reiterated the 
need to work through silos 
and stated that technology 
cannot remain confined to 
“big players” due to their ac-
cess to finance. MSMEs and 
startups need to be enabled to 
access finance to use technol-
ogy optimally, she said.

“We need to add our bits to 
the larger picture; only then, 
as a country, could we say that 
we have taken decisive steps 
to tackle climate change,” 
Nandan added.

The central government 
counsel told the top court 
that the affidavit was shared 
with the media even before 
it was filed.

The Supreme Court of In-
dia refuses to seek a reply 
from the Union Government 
on Delhi Deputy Chief Min-
ister Manish Sisodia’s affida-
vit. “Mr Sisodia’s last-minute 
attempt to bring political 
matters to the court is un-
necessary,” said the bench, 
which included Chief Justice 
of India Justice DY Chandra-
chud and Justice Hima Kohli. 
“The court will not enter into 
this dispute. The court will 
not ask the central govern-
ment to file a reply.”

The court said that the 
Constitution Bench will de-

cide the constitutional issue 
relating to ‘service’ dispute 
between the Delhi Govern-
ment and Union Govern-
ment, and the matter will be 
heard on November 24.

On Friday, Advocate Ab-
hishek Manu Singhvi men-
tioned the matter before the 
Supreme Court and high-
lighted the paralysis in ad-
ministration in the national 
capital due to non-coopera-
tion by bureaucrats with the 
AAP government.

On this, the Central gov-
ernment’s counsel blamed 
the Aam Aadmi Party-led 
Delhi government for leak-
ing the affidavit filed by 
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia to the press 
before it was filed in the Su-
preme Court.

Central government coun-
sel said, “This is a very incor-

rect practice. This affidavit 
shows political propaganda 
and was shared with the 
press earlier than it was 
filed,” the lawyer said.

A bench of Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud 
and Justice Hima Kohli said 
that it will not allow any fur-
ther filings in the case. “We 
will not ask for a reply now 
otherwise, people will start 
filing affidavits till last date. 
We will freeze the pleadings 
now and let the Constitution 
bench take up the matter 
now. As of now, the union 
government is not required 
to file a response to the affi-
davit.” The case was slated 
to be heard by a Constitution 
bench of the Supreme Court 
after a 3-judge bench in May 
this year decided to send it to 
a larger bench on a request 
by the central government.

kesarisinh Solanki

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaking at Bengaluru.
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CM Yogi 
inaugurates 
painting 
exhibition 
based on  
pM Modi’s life
Varanasi: Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi aditya-
nath inaugurated an eight-
day painting exhibition 
inspired by the life of Prime 
Minister narendra Modi at 
the rudraksh Convention 
Center in Varanasi on Fri-
day, said the government 
officials. The show features 
55 paintings created by 
Dubai resident akbar Khan 
who was inspired by PM 
Modi’s personality. The 
exhibition will cascade 
the paintings between 
november 11 and 17.  as 
per the officials, during the 
inauguration, Union Min-
ister of aYUsH, Ports and 
Waterways sarbananda 
sonowal were also present. 

two arrested 
on Charges 
of robberY, 
Murder 
nEW DELHi: Two persons 
were arrested for murder-
ing and robbing a senior 
citizen in the national 
capital, according to the 
Delhi Police. The arrested 
persons were identified 
as Yogesh Kumar arora 
and rani (former maid of 
the deceased) from whom 
robbed jewellery articles 
were recovered from 
Chhatarpur Enclave, Ps 
Mehrauli. One sophisti-
cated pistol with two live 
cartridges and a huge 
quantity of foreign liquor 
have also been recovered 
from the house of accused 
persons and two separate 
cases have been registered 
under arms act and Excise 
act. according to the police, 
information regarding a 
woman lying in an uncon-
scious state at first floor 
of a flat situated at amar 
Colony was received at Ps 
amar Colony on novem-
ber 8, following which 
the police staff immedi-
ately rushed to the spot and 
found one lady lying in an 
unconscious condition. she 
was shifted to the hospital 
where she was declared 
brought dead by the doc-
tors. The deceased was 
identified as Kulwant Kaur. 

ten Year old 
Molested inside a 
Mosque in delhi
nEW DELHi: a ten-year-
old girl was allegedly 
molested inside a mosque 
in the Maujpur area of 
Delhi, the police said on 
Friday. Officials said that 
the incident was reported 
on november 9, and the 
accused, identified as Mo-
hammed arman, has been 
arrested in connection on 
the basis of a complaint 
lodged by the girl’s parents. 
a case under the relevant 
section of the Protection 
of Children from sexual 
Offences (POCsO) act and 
also under iPC sec 354 has 
been registered against 
the accused at Jafrabad 
police station, an official 
said. Officials said that 
the mosque is situated in 
the Maujpur area, and the 
accused had come there a 
few days back. He used to 
teach students inside the 
mosque. On 9 november, 
the girl visited the mosque 
after her classes. When the 
accused found her alone 
and molested her, said 
officials while adding that 
further investigation into 
the matter is on. 

Several parts of Uttar Pradesh’s Gorakhpur 
district have reported an uptick in dengue 
cases. Gorakhpur has reported 194 dengue 
cases so far this year, district malaria officer 
Dr Angad Kumar Singh said.

However, no deaths have been reported till 
now due to dengue, which is spread through 
the bite of infected aedes mosquitoes.

According to Dr Angad Kumar Singh, ur-
ban areas are the most affected by this vector-
borne disease, as 122 dengue cases have been 
found there. Most of the cases have been re-
ported from the Sheshpur and Ghasi Katra 
areas.

“The health department teams are visiting 
the areas affected by the disease. The health 
department has made an appeal to the people 
not to accumulate water in and around their 
homes and workplaces as aedes mosquitoes 

spread in clean water,” said Dr Singh.
People are being told to clear water from 

coolers, broken utensils, unused tyres and 
so on.

The Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR), the Regional Medical Research Cen-
tre Gorakhpur (RMRC), and the health de-
partment are carrying out joint operations to 
capture adult mosquitoes and larvae to study 
them to control dengue in the future.

A senior scientist at ICMR-RMCR, Dr Hi-
ravati Deval said that a study on dengue is 
being conducted by an ICMR team in Gora-
khpur and other parts of Purvanchal since 
2015 to check the type of virus active here.

A resident of Mirjapur, Mahesh Kumar 
Sharma, said that his son had been suffering 
from dengue and later recovered. A health 
team visited his house and inspected the 
cooler, fridge, and flower pots and advised 
him not to accumulate water in and around 
the house, he added.

health ConCern 

Dengue cases on rise in 
UP’s Gorakhpur 
TDG NETWORK
GOraKHPUr 

in the Courts
KERala HC DiRECTs 
GOvT TO DEvisE plaN 
fOR fuTuRE salaRy 
paymENTs Of KsRTC 
EmplOyEEs 
KOCHi: Kerala High Court has directed 
the state Government to come up with a 
plan for the future payment of salaries of 
the employees of the Kerala state road 
Transport Corporation (KsrTC). The direc-
tion from the court came while hearing the 
petitions of the employees of the KsrTC 
seeking direction to the KsrTC and its MD 
to formulate a scheme for payment of sal-
ary to its employees atleast before the 5th 
day of every month. in the order, the single 
bench of Justice Devan ramachandran 
observed, “Until the prior commitments 
of the KsrTC through loans are properly 
settled, their chances of becoming self-
sufficient are remote.” The court further 
observed, “Until the earlier loan commit-
ments of the KsrTC are properly settled, 
the chances of them becoming self-suffi-
cient are rare. This will also be kept in mind 
by the learned Government Pleader, while 
he makes submissions on the next posting 
date.” The case will be considered again on 
24 november this year.

DElHi HC GRaNTs TWO WEEKs TO REply ON plEas sEEKiNG 
CaNCEllaTiON Of susHil KumaR’s bail  

pil CHallENGiNG CJi 
CHaNDRaCHuD’s appOiNTmENT 
WiTH Rs 1 laKH COsT DismissED 
nEW DELHi: The Delhi High Court on Friday 
dismissed a Public interest Litigation (PiL) chal-
lenging the appointment of Chief Justice of india 
DY Chandrachud with a cost of rs one lakh to the 
petitioner. The High Court had termed the PiL 
“Publicity interest Litigation” and dismissed with 
a cost of rs One lakh on the petitioner sanjeev 
Kumar Tiwari, who is the president of an organ-
isation named Gram Uday Foundation. The Divi-
sion bench which dismissed the PiL was headed 
by Chief Justice satish Chandra sharma who 
imposed this cost on the petitioner. The bench 
termed the petition a “publicity interest litiga-
tion” while dismissing it and said that it was not 
a public interest litigation. “Present petition has 
only been filed only to gain publicity without there 
being any material evidence,” the bench said. The 
petitioner then argued that the appointment of CJi 
Chandrachud was made in violation of the consti-
tutional provisions. He had prayed for an immedi-
ate stay on the appointment. He also sought an 
inquiry by security agencies to ascertain that the 
new CJi does not have any relations with the nax-
alite Christian terrorist and anti-nationals. in the 
last week as well, the supreme Court dismissed a 
similar petition.

sC quasHEs ORDER GRaNTiNG bail TO aCCusED WHO aTTaCKED OWaisi 
iN fEbRuaRy

sC DiRECTs TO lisT asHisH misHRa’s plEa bEfORE 
‘appROpRiaTE bENCH’

The Supreme Court on 
Friday expressed unhap-
piness with the Centre for 
keeping pending the names 
recommended by the Col-
legium for the appointment 
of judges in the High Courts 
and Apex Court.

A bench headed by Justice 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul sought 
an explanation from the 
Law Secretary for the delay 
in the appointment of judg-

es in the High Courts and 
Apex Court.

The court also remarked 
that keeping names on hold 
is not acceptable as it is be-
coming some sort of device 
to compel these persons to 
withdraw their names, as 
has happened.

The top court’s observa-
tion came while hearing a 
plea filed by the Advocates 
Association of Bengaluru.

Senior advocate Vikas 
Singh, appearing for the pe-
titioner, urged the court to 

initiate contempt proceed-
ings against the Centre as it 
apprised the bench that five 
weeks have passed since 
the name of Justice Dipan-
kar Dutta was proposed by 
the Collegium for his ap-
pointment as a judge in the 
apex court.

The court said that it is 
unable to understand the 
reasons for the delay and 
hence sought a response 
from the Union Law Sec-
retary for the delay in ap-
pointments.

displeasure 

‘Keeping naMes on hold not 
aCCeptable’: sC on delaY in 
appointMent of judges 
TDG NETWORK
nEW DELHi

adMinistratiVe serViCes 

The Supreme Court on 
Friday prohibited the 
filing of any plead-

ings (filing of documents or 
affidavits) in a case relating 
to a dispute over the conten-
tious issue of who should 
control administrative ser-
vices in Delhi over the trans-
fers and postings of officers 
in the national capital.

Senior advocate Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi, appearing 
for the Aam Aadmi Party 
government, mentioned 
the matter before a bench 
of Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud and Justice 
Hima, saying Delhi’s deputy 
Chief Minister filed an affi-
davit to show the paralysis 
in administration.

Singhvi mentioned paraly-
sis in administration in Del-
hi due to non-cooperation by 
bureaucrats with the Arvind 
Kejriwal-led Delhi govern-
ment.

Additional Solicitor Gener-
al (ASG) Sanjay Jain, appear-
ing for the Centre, objected 
to Sisodia filing an affidavit 
in the matter and also ac-
cused the Delhi government 
of leaking the affidavit to the 
media before it was filed in 
the apex court.

Singhvi denied having 
shared the affidavit with the 
press. The bench told Singh-
vi that the Delhi government 

could have said that without 
filing an affidavit as well.

“We will not ask the Centre 
to file a response to this af-
fidavit. We will deal with the 
constitutional issues,” the 
apex court said.

The bench then said that it 
would not allow any further 
filings in the case.

“We will freeze the plead-
ings.” We will not ask for a 
reply now; otherwise, every-
one will start filing affidavits 
one day before the hearing. 
“Let the Constitution Bench 
take up the matter now,” said 
the top court.

The matter is listed for 
hearing before the Constitu-
tion bench of the Supreme 
Court on 24 November.

Filing an affidavit, Sisodia 
told the apex court that bu-
reaucrats in Delhi are not 

cooperating with the AAP 
government, thereby para-
lysing the implementation 
of policies and projects of 
the elected government in 
the national capital.

The bureaucrats have 
stopped attending meetings 
called by AAP ministers 
and have stopped answer-
ing phone calls from minis-
ters, and these issues have 
become more acute with 
the appointment of the cur-
rent Lieutenant Governor of 
Delhi, Vinai Kumar Saxena, 
the affidavit stated.

A five-judge Constitution 
bench of Justices DY Chan-
drachud, MR Shah, Krishna 
Murari, Hima Kohli, and  PS 
Narasimha has to decide to 
raise legal issues concern-
ing the scope of legislative 
and executive powers of the 

Centre and Delhi govern-
ment over control of services 
in the national capital.

The case was slated to be 
heard by a Constitution 
bench after a three-judge 
bench in May this year de-
cided to send it to a larger 
bench on a request by the 
central government.

On 14 February 2019, 
a two-judge bench of the 
top court delivered a split 
verdict on the question of 
the powers of the GNCTD 
and the Union government 
over services and referred 
the matter to a three-judge 
bench.

While Justice Ashok 
Bhushan has ruled the Delhi 
government has no power at 
all over administrative ser-
vices, Justice AK Sikri, how-
ever, had said the transfer or 
posting of officers in the top 
echelons of the bureaucracy 
(joint directors and above) 
can only be done by the cen-
tral government, and the 
view of the lieutenant gov-
ernor would prevail in case 
of a difference of opinion on 
matters relating to other bu-
reaucrats.

The two-judge bench that 
was hearing pleas on six 
matters pertaining to a long-
running conflict between the 
Centre and the Delhi govern-
ment had given a unanimous 
order on the remaining five 
issues except for the control 
over services.

sC prohibits filing of 
anY pleadings in delhi Vs 
Centre row
TDG NETWORK
nEW DELHi

Arvind Kejriwal

nEW DELHi: The supreme Court 
on Friday set aside the order 
passed by the allahabad High 
Court granting bail to the accused 
who fired at the vehicle of all india 
Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen 
(aiMiM) president asaduddin 
Owaisi in February 2022. a bench 
of Justices Mr shah and MM 
sundresh directed the accused to 
surrender before the jail author-
ity within a week from today and 
set aside his bail “considering the 
seriousness of offences”. it sent 
the matter back to the High Court 
and asked it to decide on the bail 
application of the accused afresh 
at the earliest or within four weeks 
from the date of his surrender. The 
top court further asked High Court 
to decide on his application for bail 

while considering the evidence 
collected which was also filed in 
the charge sheet. While setting 
aside the High Court order, the top 
court bench said: it can be seen 
that there was no reason for the 
High Court to release the accused 
on bail and even the prime facie 
material or the chargesheet was 
not been considered. The bench 
said, “While granting bail, the seri-
ousness of the offense is relevant 
in deciding the bail application.” 
Owaisi had challenged the bail 
granted to two persons accused 
of firing at his vehicle in Febru-
ary this year. Earlier the apex 
court had sought a response from 
the Uttar Pradesh government 
and the two accused -- sachin 
sharma, and shubham Gurjar -- 

on the limited issue as to whether 
the matter relating to the bail 
granted to them be remanded 
back to the allahabad High Court 
for fresh consideration. it had dis-
missed Owaisi’s challenge to the 
bail granted to the third accused 
aalim while noting that the role at-
tributed to him and the allegations 
were dated six months prior to 
the incident, that he supplied the 
foreign-made pistol and no role 
has been attributed to him with 
respect to any fire shot. Owaisi’s 
car had come under attack in Ha-
pur, Uttar Pradesh, while he was 
returning to Delhi after attending 
election-related events in western 
Uttar Pradesh on 3 February, a 
week before assembly polls began 
in the state. 

nEW DELHi: The Delhi High Court 
on Friday granted two weeks’ time to 
file a reply and medical documents 
on two pleas seeking cancellation of 
interim bail granted to wrestler su-
shil Kumar on the ground of surgery 
of his wife. sushil Kumar is one of 
the 18 accused in the sagar Dhankar 
Murder case. Justice Purushaindra 
Kumar Kaurav granted two weeks’ 
time to the counsel appearing on 
behalf of sushil Kumar. The matter 
has been listed for the next hear-
ing on 5 December 2022. advocate 
sumit shokeen appeared for sushil 
Kumar and sought time to file certain 
medical documents which would 
show the medical condition of sushil 
Kumar’s wife. Previously, the Delhi 
High court had issued notice on 
two pleas seeking cancellation of Ku-
mar’s interim bail on Thursday. The 
pleas moved by ashok Dhankhad, 
the father of sagar Dhankar, through 
advocate sameer Kumar submitted 
that the trial court while granting 
interim bail to sushil Kumar, failed 
to appreciate the threat aspect to 
the victims and witnesses. The trial 
court also failed to appreciate the 
fact that savi, wife of sushil Kumar, 
is the daughter of wrestler Mahabali 
satpal. Wrestler sushil Kumar was 

granted this interim bail on 4 novem-
ber for the surgery of his wife who 
is suffering from lower back pain. 
Her surgery was scheduled for 7 
november. The court had directed to 
deploy two security personnel for his 
surveillance and security. additional 
sessions Judge shivaji anand had 
granted interim bail to sushil Kumar 
till 12 november  on furnishing a 
personal bond of rs One lakh and 
two sureties in the like amount. The 
court had imposed many strict con-
ditions while granting bail. The court 
said, “Keeping in view the medical 
condition of the wife of the accused 
and also considering the fact that 
there are two minor children, this 
Court is of the view that the presence 
of the applicant/accused will be 
required, he is ordered to be released 
on interim bail till 12.11.2022 on his 
furnishing personal bond in the sum 
of rs 1 Lakh with two sureties in the 
like amount.” The court had further 
directed him to surrender before 
the concerned Jail superintendent 
after the expiration of his interim bail 
period on 13 november 2022. as de-
ploying two security personnel would 
incur additional expenditure on the 
concerned authority, it is directed 
that amount of rs 10,000 per day 

will be borne by the accused for the 
deployment of security persons/po-
licemen for keeping surveillance over 
the activities of the accused and also 
for the security of the accused, the 
court had directed. The amount of rs 
10,000 per day will be deposited with 
the concerned Jail superintendent in 
advance. He is further directed not to 
threaten the prosecution witnesses 
or tamper with evidence or indulge 
in any crime. The court said that the 
accused shall share his phone’s live 
location as and when required by 
the investigating Officer. in case, it 
is prima facie brought to the notice 
of the Court that the applicant/ac-
cused is violating the said conditions, 
the interim bail granted to him shall 
be liable to be canceled. it was also 
submitted by sushil Kumar’s coun-
sel, advocate sumit shokeen that 
during the treatment of his wife, who 
was advised operation on 10 august 
2022 but it could not be conducted. 
similarly, on 19 september 2022, a 
reference for surgery was also made 
by acharya shree Bhikshu Govern-
ment Hospital, Moti nagar, Delhi. 
The latest medical document of 
sushil Kumar’s wife, dated novem-
ber 1 mentioned that surgery was to 
be conducted on 7 november. 

nEW DELHi: The supreme 
Court on Friday directed 
to list before the appropri-
ate bench to hear ashish 
Mishra’s bail plea in con-
nection with the Lakhimpur 
Kheri violence case. a bench 
of justices Br Gavai and BV 
nagarathna said: list before 
a bench that has earlier 
considered this issue elabo-
rately and the file to be placed 
before CJi in this regard. The 
court was hearing a plea filed 
by ashish Mishra challeng-
ing the allahabad High Court 
order which denied bail to 
him in connection with the 
Lakhimpur Kheri violence 
case. ashish Mishra, the 
son of Union Minister ajay 
Mishra, has moved supreme 
Court challenging allahabad 
High Court which denied bail 
to him in connection with 
the said case. On 26 July, the 
allahabad High Court denied 

bail to ashish Mishra as it 
was rejected by this court’s 
Lucknow bench. The said 
order was then challenged 
by ashish Mishra in the su-
preme Court through the ad-
vocate on record T. Mahipal. 
it is pertinent to note that in 
the violent case of Lakhimpur 
Kheri, four farmers had died 
and the accused as well as 
his car was present there. 
This is the biggest fact, this 
case comes under the cate-
gory of a heinous crime, said 
the High Court. Mishra is fac-
ing a case of murder for the 
incident that took place on 3 
October 2021, in which eight 
people, including four farm-
ers, were killed in Lakhimpur 
Kheri. as per the reports, he 
had allegedly run over the 
farmers who were protest-
ing against the three farm 
Laws passed by the Centre. 
Mishra was arrested on 9 

October and was granted bail 
in February this year. Mishra, 
then moved High Court as 
the Court’s earlier order was 
set aside by the supreme 
Court in april 2022 and had 
ordered fresh consideration 
of his bail plea. The top court 
earlier had set aside the 
allahabad High Court order 
dated 10 February 2022, and 
remitted the matter back to 
the High Court. it also said 
that the order of the al-
lahabad High Court cannot 
be sustained and had to be 
set aside and the bail bonds 
of the respondent/accused 
were cancelled. The Court 
had further directed ashish 
Mishra to surrender within a 
week. Meanwhile, the family 
members of the victims of 
the Lakhimpur Kheri incident 
moved the supreme Court 
challenging the allahabad 
High Court order.
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STEPS TAKEN 
TO STOP HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING IN 
HARYANA: VIJ
CHANDIGARH:THaryana 
Home Minister, Anil Vij 
said that the state gov-
ernment has prepared a 
Standard Operating Pro-
cedure (SOP) for investi-
gation of cases related to 
missing persons. Under 
the SOP, if the missing 
children are not traced 
by the District Police 
within 4 months, the State 
Crime Branch will take 
these cases and expedite 
the proceedings to find 
the missing persons, he 
added. Vij directed the 
concerned police officers 
to launch a special drive 
to fill the Integrated 
Investigative Form (IIF-9) 
through Crime and Crimi-
nal Tracking Network 
System (CCTNS) for 
missing persons tracked 
by the Police Department 
and Child Welfare Com-
mittees. 

OLYMPIC GOLD 
MEDALIST NEERAJ 
CHOPRA MEETS 
HARYANA CM
CHANDIGARH: Olym-
pic gold medalist and 
Subedar Neeraj Chopra 
of 4 Rajputana Rifles, who 
brought laurels for Hary-
ana by creating history for 
India in the sports world, 
today paid a courtesy call 
to Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal at his Sant 
Kabir Kutir Niwas in 
Chandigarh ahead of 
future competitions. 
Chief Minister, Manohar 
Lal presented Shrimad 
Bhagavad Gita to Neeraj 
Chopra.

POLICE, ARMY BUST 
TERROR HIDEOUT IN 
J&K; EXPLOSIVES 
RECOVERED
RAJOURI: Jammu and 
Kashmir Police and 
Indian Army on Friday 
busted a terror hideout 
at a village in Rajouri 
and recovered five hand 
grenades, six detona-
tors, and one AK rifle 
magazine with 30 bul-
lets, informed Rajouri 
District Police on Friday. 
According to an offi-
cial statement, Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
Rajouri, Mohammad 
Aslam said that teams 
of Budhal police station, 
SoG, and Samote-based 
Rashtriya Rifles (60RR) 
Battalion launched a 
joint search operation 
in the Jalamang forest 
area of Targain village in 
Budhal.

PREPARE WATER 
ACCOUNT DATA, 
HARYANA CM 
DIRECTS OFFICERS
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Chief Minister has 
directed officers of the 
Irrigation and Water 
Resources Department 
to prepare water account 
data regarding water 
sources and use, so 
that the availability 
and use of water per 
acre can be analyzed 
and a plan for proper 
water management 
for the coming years 
can also be prepared. 
Focus should be given 
on implementation of 
Treated Waste Water 
(TWW) Policy so that in 
the coming years proper 
water management 
can be ensured in 
colonies developed by 
Haryana Shehri Vikas 
Pradhikaran.

TOP OF THE DAY
DELHI POLICE INFORMED

3 shooters in Dera Sacha 
Sauda follower's murder 
in Faridkot apprehended

Three shooters accused of 
killing Dera Sacha Sauda 
follower Pradeep Singh 
in Punjab's Faridkot have 
been apprehended on Fri-
day, the Delhi Police in-
formed. Earlier in the day, 
the Punjab Police Intelli-
gence Unit and Delhi Police 
Counter-Intelligence unit 
had identified six persons 
who were accused of killing 
Pradeep Singh, in Faridkot. 
Following the identification, 
the forces carried the raids 
to apprehend them.

The police team conduct-
ed raids in the police sta-
tion area of Bakshiwala in 
Patiala at around 3.30 am 
today and apprehended 
three of the six involved in 
the murder of a Dera Sacha 
Sauda follower.

The police have identi-
fied these apprehended 
persons as residents of 
Haryana, of which two 
hailed from Rohtak and 
one from Bhiwani.

"There were a total of six 
assailants; four from Hary-
ana (the fourth absconding 
belongs to the Haryana 
module with an alias Hoo-

da) and two from Punjab 
Module," the police said in 
its official statement.

It further added that 
these different modules 
were being handled in-
dependently by Canada-
based Goldy Brar, who 
is an associate of fugitive 
Harvinder Singh alias 
Rinda and jailed gangster 
Lawrence Bishnoi.

The teams are making 
further attempts to ap-
prehend the absconding 
accused. According to the 
police, the accused persons 
had fired about 60 bullets 
at Pradeep Singh.

According to the CCTV 
visuals, Dera Sacha Sauda 
follower Pradeep Singh, 
also an accused in the 
Bargari Sacrilege incident, 
was shot dead in Faridkot, 
Punjab by unidentified as-
sailants, while going to his 
shop on Thursday morn-
ing. According to the po-
lice, security personnel of 
Singh also did the retalia-
tory firing. However, Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann instructed 
police officials to maintain 
peace and harmony in the 
state on Thursday.

TDG NETWORK
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HP POLLS 2022

BJP expels member for 
'anti-party' activities in 
Himachal Pradesh

The Himachal Pradesh unit 
of the Bhartiya Janta Party 
on Friday expelled state ex-
ecutive committee member 
Anu Thakur for 'anti-party' 
activities.

According to the official 
statement released by the 
BJP's Himachal Unit, party 
state president and Shimla 
MPSuresh Kash yap issued 
an order expelling Thakur 
for a period of six years. 
Her primary membership 
of the party stands can-
celled as well. Thakur hails 
from the Anni assembly  
constituency of Himachal 
Pradesh.

It was alleged that Thakur 
was working against the 
leaders of her party dur-
ing the campaign phase for 
the upcoming Assembly  

elections.
This expulsion comes just 

a day ahead of polling for 68 
Assembly constiturncies in 
the hill state.

Earlier, the BJP state 
leadership had expelled 
five party members for six 
years after they entered 
the fray as Independents  
against declared party can-
didates.

Meanwhile, in a fresh 
blow for the Congress just 
a day ahead of polling for 
the Himachal Assembly, 
several party leaders and 
workers, including the 
former general secretary 
of the Pradesh Congress 
Committee, Dharampal 
Thakur Khand, switched  
over to the BJP.

The counting of votes for 
Himachal Pradesh will take 
place on December 8. 
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STUBBLE MANAGEMNET

Haryana and adjoin-
ing state Punjab 
are eyeball to eye-

ball over the issue of stubble 
burning and blame game 
has started for last many 
days. Amid this, it came to 
fore that the incidents of 
farm fire are much higher 
in Punjab as compared to 
Haryana.  The recent satel-
lite images of stubble burn-
ing and arson incidents in 
northern India issued by a 
recent report released by 
the US National Aeronau-
tics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) has shown 
a steep decline in farm 
fire incidents in Haryana. 
NASA clearly shows that 

in the last 24 hours, farm 
fire incidents in Haryana 
have come down even fur-
ther, while the live images 
of stubble burning can be 
seen in three-fourths of the 
area of neighboring state 
Punjab. The official data 
released by NASA certainly 
indicates that cases of stub-
ble burning have decreased 
in Haryana  while the inci-
dents of stubble burning 
are continuously increas-
ing in Punjab. 

As per the data released 
for the last 24 hours, very 
few incidents of stubble 
burning have been report-
ed in Haryana. This clearly 
highlights the fact that 
Haryana Government’s 
stubble management pro-
gramme has been a success. 

The State government’s 
data also shows that the 
incidents of stubble burn-
ing in Haryana have come 
down by 25 per cent this 
year while in Punjab these 
incidents have increased 
by 20 per cent. The spokes-
person said not only has 
the Haryana government 
launched an awareness 
campaign for the farmers to 
make them aware of the ill 
effects of stubble burning, 
but a provision of giving Rs 
1000 per acre incentive has 
been made for not burning 
stubble and for its proper 
management.  

In a bid to control the in-
cidents of stubble burning 
Manohar Lal- led Haryana 
government is taking con-
crete steps which reflected 

in the report.  Rs. 50 per 
quintal incentive amount 
and subsidy on straw 
management equipment is 
also given to the farmers 
for making stubble bales.  
Farmers are being given 
a 50 per cent subsidy on 
equipment for crop residue 
management and an 80 per 
cent subsidy on custom hir-
ing centres. If any farmer 
takes the stubble bales to 
the Ethanol Plant set up 
at Karnal and Panipat, he 
is given an incentive of Rs. 
2000 per acre.  

Furthermore, if any farm-
er brings the stubble to 
Gaushalas, then an incen-
tive of Rs. 1500 is given to 
him.  Not only this, the gov-
ernment also gives up to 10 
lakh rupees to the Panchay-

at for not burning stubble 
in the red zone area.  Last 
year, the government made 
a provision of Rs 216 crore 
for stubble management. 
The state government has 
given more than 72,000 
machines to the farmers 
for crop residue manage-
ment. The government has 
set a target of taking this 
to 80000 this year so that 
farmers can manage maxi-
mum crop residues at the 
ground level.   Besides this, 
in Haryana itself, 24 types 
of industries have given 
consent to the govern-
ment to buy stubble, under 
which command areas will 
be opened in every district 
and stubble will be pro-
cured through those com-
mand area centres.

NASA REPORT SHOWS STEEP DECLINE 
IN FARM FIRE INCIDENTS IN HARYANA
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

ELECTIONS IN HP 

Haryana reported thirteen 
deaths due to Vector Bourne 
Disease (VBD) dengue from 
several districts so far in 
2022, the highest since 2015. 
Besides, the acute spike is be-
ing witnessed in fresh cases 
day by day which added to 
the woes of the health de-
partment. Health experts are 
of the opinion that officials 
the number of cases might 
increase. 

The tally is already signifi-
cantly higher. According to 
the statistics made available 
by the health department as 
many as 4550 cases reported 
in 2017. While In 2016, 2018, 
2019 and 2020, the caseload 
was 2,494, 1,936, 1,207 and 
1,377, respectively. Apart 
from this, the state wit-
nessed 11,835 cases in 2021, 
the highest number in last 7 
years.

Districts with the highest 
number of cases have been 

marked 'most affected'. 
These include Panchkula 
(1756) Hisar (1056}, Sonipat 
(506) , Gurugram (414), jind 
(243),  Rewari (222), Ambala 
(241) and list of less affected 
includes  Faridabad, Nuh, 
Palwal, Fatehabad, Bhi-
wani, Mahendragarh, Ku-
rukshetra, Rohtak,  Kaithal 
and Sirsa districts with 7, 2, 
2, 72, 86, 61, 49, 107, 72  and 
157 cases  respectively. Of the 
total 5,856 cases reported 
this year, 4111 were reported 
by government hospitals and 
1745 by private facilities. 

In wake of the spurt in 
fresh cases, dengue along 
with three other vector 
bourne disease in the state 
has been made notifiable till 
31st March 2024 under Epi-
demic Disease Act 1897 i.e., 
reporting of these diseases is 
mandatory by all Govt/Pvt. 
hospitals/labs in the State. 

Anil Vij, the state health 
minister said that all pos-
sible steps are being taken to 

prevent and control dengue. 
Necessary instructions have 
been issued to the officials 
so that there is no problem 
in the treatment of the pa-
tients. All required arrange-
ments along with testing 
facility have been made in 
the hospitals. People need 
to take precautions to pre-
vent disease and do not take 
any kind of carelessness, he 
added further. 

One of the senior health of-
ficials informed that  that All 
districts are under directions 
to admit dengue patients 
with low platelet count at 
the earliest at hospitals to 
prevent mortality due to the 
disease. Hospitals are also 
under directions to increase 
the bed capacity for dengue 
patients. It is worth stating 
that provision of free Single 
Donor Platelets (SDP) has 
been made for dengue pa-
tients of Haryana residence 
admitted in Government 
Hospitals since 2020. 

Haryana stung by dengue 
again, 13 deaths so far this year
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

FOR QUICK RESPONSE

A state disaster manage-
ment plan has been pre-
pared for the Himachal 
Pradesh assembly election, 
2022 along with District Di-
saster Management Plans, 
as per the instruction of 
the Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO), said a statement on 
Thursday.

The State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (SDMA) 
has deployed the teams of 
the National Disaster Relief 
Force (NDRF) and State Di-
saster Relief Force (SDRF) 
comprising 50 personnel 
in tribal areas of Lahaul 
& Spiti and Chamba dis-
tricts for quick response in 
any untoward incidents or 
natural calamities, added a 
statement. Ten personnel 
of NDRF and SDRF have 
been deployed at district 
headquarters (HQ) Cham-
ba and Pangi, besides ten 

of NDRF at District HQ  
Lahaul-Spiti, Kaza and 
Udaipur.

The State Government 
has declared a public holi-
day on the poll day i.e. 
November 12, 2022, to the 
employees working in gov-
ernment offices, boards, 
Corporations, educational 
institutions and industrial 
establishments situated 
in Himachal Pradesh on 
account of assembly elec-
tions in the State, said a 
statement.

A notification on this be-
half was issued by the Chief 
Secretary's office yesterday.

It will also be a paid holi-
day for daily waged em-
ployees.

Currently, the Congress 
and BJP are aggressively 
campaigning in Himachal 
Pradesh on the last day of 
campaigning today with 
the participation of star 
campaigners.

SDMA deploys teams of 
NDRF, SDRF in Lahaul 
and Spiti, Chamba
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

IN 9 DISTRICTS

All preparations have been 
completed for the election 
of Sarpanch and Panch 
posts in the 9 districts of 
the second phase. Polling 
will be held for the post of 
2,683 Sarpanch and 25,655 
Panch posts in 57 blocks of 9 
districts, Ambala, Charkhi 
Dadri, Gurugram, Kar-
nal, Kurukshetra, Rewari, 
Rohtak, Sirsa and Sonipat 
on November 12.  There are a 
total of 48, 67, 132 voters in 9 
districts of the second phase. 
These include 25, 89, 270 
males, 22, 77, 795 females, 
and 67 others. Sh. Dhanpat 
Singh informed that there 
are 5,963 polling stations in 
these 9 districts, out of which 
976 are sensitive and 1023 
are highly sensitive stations.

In the nine districts where 
the second phase of polling is 
going to be held, all the prepa-
rations related to security and 
all other facilities have been 
completed. Necessary guide-

lines have been issued to all 
the concerned District Deputy 
Commissioners, Superinten-
dents of Police and Supervi-
sors for conducting the polls 
in a fair and peaceful manner. 
Along with this, a heavy po-
lice force has been deployed 
at sensitive polling booths. 

The results of the polling 
for the post of Panch and 
Sarpanch will be declared 
after the counting of votes. At 
the same time, the voting of 
Panchayat Samiti members 
and Zilla Parishad Commit-
tee members of the second 
phase was completed on No-
vember 9. The results of these 
elections will be declared af-
ter the counting of votes on 
November 27, 2022 after the 
completion of the elections of 
Panchayat Samiti members 
and Zilla Parishad members 
in all 22 districts.

The state election com-
missioner  Dhanpat Singh 
said that the activities of 
Panchayat elections will be 
updated on the ‘Mhari Pan-
chayat Portal’. 

Haryana to vote in 2nd 
phase of panchayat polls
RAVINDER  MALIK
CHANDIGARH

POLL CAMPAIGN

Will restore Old 
Pension Scheme  
in Himachal: Rahul

Ahead of Himachal Pradesh 
assembly polls, Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi has said 
that if Congress forms a gov-
ernment in the state, the Old 
Pension Scheme will be re-
stored like it has been done in 
party-ruled Chhattisgarh and 
Rajasthan and in Jharkhand, 
where Congress is part of the 
coalition government.

"The old pension (scheme) is 
security, a promise, not a deal 
like a new pension. Congress 
will restore old faith to the 
senior citizens of Himachal 
Pradesh. OPS was restored 
in Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan 
and Jharkhand. Now it's Hi-
machal's turn," Rahul Gan-
dhi said in a tweet. Earlier on 
Thursday, Chhattisgarh Chief 
Minister Bhupesh Baghel said 
the Congress would restore 
the Old Pension Scheme 
(OPS) in Himachal Pradesh 
in 10 days and provide jobs to 
1 lakh people if voted to power 
in the ensuing Assembly elec-
tions.

Addressing a public rally 
in the state, Baghel said, "The 
BJP government only brought 
inflation and joblessness in 
Himachal. Now is the time for 
a change. The Congress has 

promised to restore the Old 
Pension Scheme in 10 days 
and give jobs to 1 lakh people 
if voted to power in the state."

The Congress held 'Vijay 
Ashirwaad' rallies across as-
sembly segments of Himachal 
Pradesh on Thursday, the last 
day for campaigning for the 
November 12 polls, with party 
general secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra leading a door-
to-door campaign in Shimla.

The Congress star cam-
paigners visited temples and 
sought divine blessings before 
hitting the campaign trail on 
the last day. They were also 
seen holding road shows and 
interacting with voters.

In its manifesto for the hill 
state released last week, the 
Congress has made '10 guar-
antees'. The campaign for 
November 12 polls in the state 
ended on Thursday. 
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POLL PANEL SAYS 

RECORD SEIZURES MADE DURING 
POLLS IN HIMACHAL & GUJARAT
The Election Commission 
of India (ECI) has made 
"Record seizures" dur-
ing Assembly elections 
in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh. The seizures 
in Gujarat amounted to 
Rs 71.88 crores while 
seizures in Himachal 
Pradesh amounted to Rs 
50.28 crores as per ECI's 
statement.

The ECI in its press re-
lease stated that through 
"comprehensive plan-
ning, reviews and follow-
ups" these seizures have 
been made. Notably, on 
the occasion of the an-
nouncement of dates for 
the upcoming Gujarat As-
sembly Elections, 2022, 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner, Shri Rajiv Kumar 
has stressed inducement-
free elections.

The ECI in its statement 
called the seizure drive 
in Gujarat "encouraging" 
as Gujarat witnessed sei-
zures of Rs 71.88 crores in 
just a few days of the an-
nouncement of the elec-
tions which surpasses 
even the seizures made 
in the entire duration of 
enforcement of the Model 

Code of Conduct in As-
sembly Elections, 2017 
which was Rs 27.21 crores.

Similarly, the seizures 
in Himachal Pradesh are 
also significant amount-
ing to Rs 50.28 crores 
as compared to Rs 9.03 
crores during Himach-
al's last election in 2017 , 
marking a more than five-
fold increase.

ECI urges citizens to be-
come vigilant and exten-
sively use the cVigil App 
to curb the menace of 
money power in elections.

The ECI charted out that 
efforts are being made to 
closely monitor the poll-
going States and it would 
continue till the comple-
tion of the ongoing elec-
tions. ECI is confident that 
the figures for seizures are 
expected to rise further.

Notably, the ECI on 
Thursday, 10th November 
2022, issued a notification 
pertaining to curbing the 
broadcast and publication 
of exit-poll projections 
for poll-bound Himachal 
Pradesh and Gujarat.

The election to the as-
sembly for Gujarat is 
slated to take place in two 
phases, while in Himachal 
it will take place in a single 

phase.
Himachal Pradesh is all 

set to go for polls on No-
vember 12 for all the 68 
seats of the state and the 
counting of votes will be 
held on December 8.

Polling in Gujarat will 
take place on December 1 
and December 5. In the first 
phase of polling in the Gu-
jarat Assembly elections, 
polling will be held for 
89 seats while the second 
phase will see voting for 93 
seats. The counting of votes 
will occur on December 8, 
which coincides with Him-
achal Pradesh's result date.

T h e  t e r m  o f  t h e 
182-member Gujarat As-
sembly ends on February 
18, 2023, while the term of 
the Himachal House will 
end on January 8, 2023.

The election to the as-
sembly for Gujarat is 
slated to take place in two 
phases, while in Himachal 
it will take place in a single 
phase. Himachal Pradesh 
is all set to go for polls on 
November 12 for all the 68 
seats of the state and the 
counting of votes will be 
held on December 8. Poll-
ing in Gujarat will take 
place on December 1 and 
December 5. 
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‘UnTenable’

bI-laTeral relaTIonS

herITaGe
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ahead of elecTIonS

ProdUcTIVITY

Nia chargesheet against 3 for Ltte link 

BJP, Congress, aaP fight it out in  
high-stakes Himachal polls 

aaP ManIfeSTo for Mcd PollS 
releaSed WITh ‘10 ProMISeS’

oPPoSITIon conSIderS coMPleTInG 
ProjecTS faST aS ‘rISk’, bjP fIndS 
IT naTIon’S ‘STrenGTh’: PM ModI

 consider 
speed, the aspira-
tion and scale, the 
strength of the na-

tion,” PM Modi said.
the Prime Minister said 

the ruling BJP government 
has doubled the number of 
airports in the country from 
70 to 140.
“till 2014, india had 70 
airports which has now 
doubled to 140 airports. the 
boost to connectivity is also 
increasing business potential 
of major cities in the country 
and creating employing op-
portunities for the youth in 
the country,” said PM Modi.

He said Karnataka is at 
the forefront of electric ve-
hicle manufacturing and the 
State is progressing with the 
strength of “double engine”.

the Prime Minister said 
that the government is 
strengthening both the de-
velopment and heritage of 
Bengaluru.
“i am fortunate to have 
arrived in Bengaluru on a 

very special day. it’s a day 
on which falls the birth an-
niversary of two great sons of 
the nation- Sant Kanaka Das 
and Maharshi Valmiki. i pay 
my tributes to both of them. 
We are further strengthen-
ing both the development 
and heritage of Bengaluru, 
Karnataka,” he said.

the Prime Minister said 
that the Nadaprabhu Kem-
pegowda will inspire us to 
work relentlessly for the 
Bangalore of the future and 
the india of the future
“i also had the opportunity 
to unveil the 108 feet statue of 
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda 
and perform his Jalabhishek. 
this gigantic statue of Prab-
hu Kempegowda will inspire 
us to work relentlessly for 
the Bangalore of the future, 
the india of the future,” said 
PM Modi.

He further said that india is 
known across the world for 
start-ups and Bengaluru has 
a huge role in this adding that 
the city represents start-up 

spirit, which puts india in a 
separate league.
“along with physical infra-
structure, Karnataka gov-
ernment is also taking care 
of social infrastructure in the 
state,” he said.

He said that world is ad-
miring the strides india has 
made in the digital payments 
system.
“the success of the Make in 
india programme, the 5 G 
technology, the UPi, noth-
ing would have been possible 
without the sheer contribu-
tion of professionals from 
Bengaluru. india before 2014 
was something altogether 
different than the present 
prosperous and technically 
advanced india,” he said.

He also mentioned that 
last year, Karnataka was a 
pioneer in attracting FDi in 
the country.
“the investment isn’t lim-
ited to just the it sector, it 
is spread from biotech to 
defence manufacturing,” he 
added.

year. the 
first meet-

ing will be the 

Sherpa meeting in Udaipur 
in the first week of Decem-
ber. these meetings will be 

held in 32 different sectors 
in multiple locations across 
india.

the Hindu 
Paksha filed a pe-
tition before the 
Supreme Court 

seeking further extension of 
that order.

On 17 May, 2022, the Su-
preme Court issued an order 
protecting the Shivalinga, 
an object discovered dur-
ing a survey of the Gyanvapi 
Mosque in Varanasi. this 
order was due to expire on 
12 November. the lawyer for 
Hindu Paksha filed a plea be-
fore the Supreme Court seek-
ing the extension of that order.

the bench, composed of CJi 
Justice DY Chandrachud, Jus-
tice Suryakant, and Justice PS 
Narasimha, has extended the 
protection until further order.

the Supreme Court allowed 
the Hindu Paksha to move an 
application before the Vara-
nasi district judge for consoli-
dation of all the lawsuits filed 
on the Gyanvapi matter.

the Bench directed the 
Hindu Paksha’s Counsel to 
file their replies within three 
weeks on the appeal filed by 
the management committee 
of the anjuman intezamia 
Masjid that challenged the 
allahabad High Court order 
on the appointment of a sur-
vey commissioner.

this year, on 17 May, the top 
court passed an interim order 
directing the district magis-
trate of Varanasi to ensure the 
protection of the area inside 
the Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri 
complex where the “Shivling” 
was found in the survey.

three days later, on 20 May, 
the Supreme Court, in view of 
the ‘complexities’ and ‘sensi-
tivity’ of the case, transferred 
the case from the Civil Judge 
(Senior Division) to the Dis-
trict Judge of Varanasi, and 
said that 25–30 judicial offi-
cers with more than one year 
of experience can handle the 

case.
along with safeguarding 

the area where the ‘Shival-
inga’ has been found, the Su-
preme Court has also allowed 
the Muslims to offer prayers 
in the mosque premises, say-
ing the maintainability of the 
case has not been decided by 
the district judge.

earlier, the Supreme Court 
had agreed to set up a bench 
to hear the Gyanvapi-Kashi 
Vishwanath case, with the 
Hindu Paksha seeking to 
extend the order by which 
the area where a Shivalinga 
was found in the Gyanvapi 
complex was protected. 
When asked about the future 
of the petition of the Masjid 
Committee challenging the 
hearing of the petition of the 
Hindu side, the counsel said 
it was dismissed by the lower 
court and an appeal is pend-
ing in the allahabad High 
Court.

came up? 
Whether 

[?]@naren-
dramodi[?] sup-
ports the three 

Srilankans crime? What 
about the national security 
implications Mr Modi? How 

can you close your eyes and 
help terrorists?” Criticizing 
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion, the Congress called the 
verdict “totally unacceptable 
and completely erroneous.”

the statement by Con-
gress came soon after the 

Supreme Court ordered the 
release of six convicts, in-
cluding Nalini Sriharan and 
RP Ravichandran, serving 
life imprisonment in connec-
tion with the assassination of 
former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi.

a bench of BR Gavai and 
BV Nagarathna passed the 
order while taking into con-
sideration the good conduct 
of convicts in the prison.

the apex court noted that 
they had been behind bars 
for a very long period of time.

PM Modi to hold talks with  
UK PM, French President in Bali

GYanVaPI roW: Sc exTendS ProTecTIon 
of area Where ‘ShIVlInG’ foUnd

Congress criticizes court’s decision: 
‘Unacceptable, completely erroneous’

IndIa a TrUSTed TradInG ParTner In ‘frIend-ShorInG’ 
STraTeGY: U.S. TreaSUrY SecreTarY

neTajI SUbhaS chandra boSe’S conTrIbUTIon To 
IndePendenT IndIa delIberaTelY IGnored: rajnaTh SInGh

exhorting the youth to take inspiration 
from revolutionary freedom fighters 
such as Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose to 
build a new, self-reliant india, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh on Saturday 
criticised the previous governments, 
saying Netaji’s contribution to inde-
pendent india was either deliberately 
ignored or underestimated by previous 
governments.

addressing young researchers at an 
event held in Greater Noida, the defence 
minister asserted that the young, ignited 
minds of the country have the potential 
to build an “aatmanirbhar Bharat,” 
stressing that they should take inspira-
tion from the country’s glorious cultural 
heritage and come out with innovative 
ideas, through in-depth research to take 
the country to greater heights. He said 
the aim is to achieve “atmanirbharta” by 
leveraging technology while coming out 
of the colonial mindset, which was the 

dream of freedom fighters such as Netaji 
Bose. Rajnath Singh listed out a number 
of steps taken by the government to free 
the country from a colonial mindset.

these include the renaming of Rajpath 
to Kartavya Path, the installation of a 
grand statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose at the india Gate premises; renam-
ing of three islands of the andaman and 
Nicobar archipelago as a tribute to Ne-
taji, a new ensign for the indian Navy 
inspired by Maratha warrior Chhatra-
pati Shivaji.

accused during ve-
hicle checking near 

Puliyampatti division.
the two accused were 

inspired by the Ltte and 
wanted to create an organisation simi-
lar to the Ltte with the aim of waging 
an armed struggle against the govern-
ment, the Nia said in a statement.

the case was registered at Omalur 
Police Station in Salem district on May 
19, and the Nia later re-registered the 
case.

those named in the charge sheet are 
Naveen alias Naveen Chakaravarthy M, 

Sanjay Prakash J, and a Kabilar alias 
Kabilan.

Nia investigations have established 
that the three accused persons con-
spired, associated themselves with the 
Ltte, and created an organisation 
called the “World tamil Justice Court” 
(WtJC).
“the accused had made plans to attack 
people who work in quarries, crushers, 
and taSMaC liquor shops by using 
illegal firearms, lethal weapons, and 
explosive substances, and also cause 
destruction to property,” said the anti-
terror agency.

investigations have also revealed 
that the accused had chosen to strike 
on May 18 this year, which marks Mul-
livaikkal Remembrance Day, observed 
by Sri Lankan tamil people and sup-
porters of the Ltte to pay homage to 
those who died in the Sri Lankan Civil 
War, said the Nia.

the accused believed that these ter-
rorist acts would spread terror among 
the people and send a strong message 
to the general public and government 
that an Ltte-type organisation had 
been successfully revived and resur-
rected in tamil Nadu.

all voters 
in the state, even 
if a voter does not 
have a photo iden-
tification card, he 

will be able to cast a vote by 
showing one of 12 alternate 
photo identification cards.

On the other hand, this 
time in the state assembly 
elections, the aam aadmi 
Party is also in the fray, chal-
lenging the BJP-Congress. 
Due to this, in most places, 
there will be a triangular 
contest or a multi-cornered 
contest.

in the event that an elector-
al photo identity card is not 
available, these 12 alternative 
photo identity documents 
must be submitted.

aadhar card, MNReGa 
job card, Passbook with 
photo issued by banks or 
post offices, Health insur-
ance Smart Card issued un-
der the scheme of the Minis-
try of Labor, Driving licence, 
pan card, smart card issued 
by RGi under NPR, indian 
passport, pension document 
with photo, service identity 
card with photo issued by 
central or state government, 

public undertaking, or pub-
lic limited company to their 
employees, government 
identity cards issued to MPs, 
MLas, and assembly Coun-
cil Members, the Unique 
Disability iD (UDiD) Card, 
Ministry of Social Justice 
and empowerment, Govern-
ment of india, and passport 
will have to be shown to the 
migrant voter.

those overseas voters who 
are registered in the electoral 
rolls under Section 20a of 
the Representation of the 
People act, 1950, on the ba-
sis of the particulars in their 
passports, have to produce 
the original passport for vot-
ing in the assembly elections.

Women workers will pro-
vide services at 157 poll-
ing stations in Himachal 
Pradesh, and 7881 polling 
stations have been set up 
as part of the Vidhan Sabha 
elections. there are 7235 
in rural areas and 646 in 
urban areas. apart from 
this, three auxiliary polling 
stations have been set up at 
Sidhbari, Bada Bhangal, and 
Dhillon. 157 polling stations 
in the state will be manned 

entirely by female personnel. 
that is, as a result of voting 
in this, the entire security re-
sponsibility will be handled 
by female employees and 
jawans.

there will be a public 
holiday in the state. Under 
this, employees working in 
government offices, boards, 
corporations, educational 
institutions, and industrial 
complexes will have a public 
holiday so that they can ex-
ercise their franchise. apart 
from this, it will also be a 
paid holiday for daily wage 
workers, payable under 
Section 25 of the Negotiable 
instruments act, 1881. em-
ployees working in different 
parts of the state will be given 
special casual leave on this 
day so that they can vote by 
going to their assembly con-
stituency. For this, they will 
have to produce the specified 
certificate related to voting 
from the presiding officer.

in view of the elections, the 
vigil on the state’s borders 
has been increased. the po-
lice force has been deployed 
everywhere so that no anti-
social elements enter the 

state to influence the elec-
tions and that the elections 
can be conducted in a trans-
parent manner.

Friday and Saturday, i.e., 
November 11 and 12, have 
been declared as dry day in 
Himachal Pradesh. in such 
a situation, orders have been 
issued to keep all liquor 
shops closed in the state till 
the elections are over.

67 companies of the CRPF 
have been deployed for the 
Himachal assembly elec-
tions. these poll workers 
have been deployed at sen-
sitive and vulnerable polling 
stations, including in border 
areas of the state. additional 
Chief electoral Officer Dalip 
Negi said that all prepara-
tions have been made to 
make the elections fair and 
transparent. 

For the conduct of elec-
tions in the state, 11880 
personnel of the Himachal 
Police and 8381 personnel of 
the Home Guard have been 
deployed. apart from this, 
31536 employees have been 
deployed at various polling 
stations to conduct elections 
in the state.

the streets 
of Delhi and solve 
the issue of Gar-
bage Mountains, 

and beautification of parks 
will be done,” said Delhi 
CM arvind Kejriwal while 
addressing a press confer-
ence. He also promised to 
make the MCD corruption-
free and to solve vehicle-
parking problems as part of 
his manifesto for the MCD 
polls. MCD employees will 
be paid on time, according 
to Kejriwal.

earlier that day, on 9 No-
vember, Kejriwal presided 
over a meeting with top of-
ficials in the national capital. 
earlier, aaP MLas took 
part in a crucial meeting un-

der the leadership of Deputy 
CM Manish Sisodia and the 
Party’s state convenor and 
minister Gopal Rai, and they 
were assigned responsibili-
ties at different levels to pre-
pare for civic body elections 
to all 250 seats in the MCD.

as part of its preparations 
for the civic body elections, 
the aaP has also launched 
the “Kude Par Jansamvad” 
campaign, wherein aaP of-
ficials will listen to people’s 
garbage problems and dis-
cuss their solutions through 
Jansamvad.

By 20 November, the 
party plans to hold a public 
dialogue at each of Delhi’s 
13682 booths. it has been de-
cided that the party will hold 

about 500 public meetings 
per day, and they will be led 
by party MLas.
all aaP office-bearers 

have been directed to visit 
all areas of Delhi, meet with 
people, and try to under-
stand their issues.

the election Commission 
has declared the date for 
Delhi civic body elections, 
and 250 seats in the MCD 
will go to poll on December 
4. the nomination process 
for the polls has also started.

14 November is the last 
date for nominations, and 
the scrutiny of forms will 
take place on 16 November. 
the deadline for withdraw-
ing nominations is 19 No-
vember. 

includes both devel-
oping and advanced econo-
mies,” she said at the event.

the US treasury Secre-
tary said that their goal is to promote 
global economic integration while 
creating greater redundancies in the 
supply chain to mitigate concentration 
risks. 

She further said that the country also 
wanted to diversify away from risky 
countries like Russia that seek to wea-
ponize trade integration to advance 

their geopolitical aims.
“We call this strategy ‘friendshoring’. 
Modernizing our trade relationships 
in this way will pay dividends. in-
creased trade between our two coun-
tries can result in economic benefits 
for our people. 

it will also provide greater reliability 
and certainty for consumers and busi-
nesses on key goods and inputs,” Yel-
len said.

Recalling Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s statement on trade in the 21st 

century, which requires trust, trans-
parency, and timeliness, she said that 
the US will deepen integration to serve 
all three of these goals.
“We are already seeing new supply 
chains develop in india,” the US trea-
sury Secretary said.

to support her upper statement, she 
further said that there are investments 
by companies like apple and Google, 
which had previously announced 
their plans to expand phone produc-
tion in india.

reMoVe 50% 
caP on qUoTaS: 
nITISh
Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar supported 
reservation for the 
backward class making 
a study as proportionate 
with their population 
across the country and 
pitched for an increase 
in the 50 per cent cap on 
reservations and said 
his party had always 
been advocating for the 
10 per cent quota to 
Economically Weaker 
Sections (EWS).
Political experts say 
that Nitish and other 
opposition leaders could 
use the demand for 
population-proportion-
ate reservation to tar-
geted castes to counter 
the kamandal (religion-
based) and jingoistic 
politics propagated by 
the BJP. Nitish Kumar’s 
non alliance with the 
BJP and his consecutive 
return to the opposition 
fold had revived talk 
about him as a consen-
sus candidate for the 
2024 general election. 
But It depends on the 
UPA and other regional 
parties whether they will 
support Nitish or not ?

crUcIal UP 
bYPollS 
The Rashtriya Lok 
Dal has intensified its 
activities in the Uttar 
Pradesh’s sugar belt, 
its stronghold, ahead of 
the December 5 bypolls 
for Assembly seats of 
Khatauli and Rampur, 
and Mainpuri (Lok 
Sabha). Rajya Sabha 
and RLD chief Jayant 
Chaudhary asserted 
that he was assured 
of fielding a candidate 
from Khatauli as part of 
the party’s alliance with 
the SP. In the Assembly 
polls earlier this year, 
RLD’s from Khatauli 
candidate Rajpal Singh 
had lost to BJP’s Vikram 
Saini. The latter stands 
disqualified as an MLA 
following his conviction 
in the Muzaffarnagar 
riots case, necessitating 
the bypoll.
Meanwhile, the Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) has 
decided to field Dimple 
Yadav, wife of former 
UP Chief Minister 
Akhilesh Yadav, as 
its candidate for the 
bypolls for the Mainpuri 
parliamentary seat, 
which fell vacant after 
the death of her father-
in-law Mulayam Singh 
Yadav. On the other 
hand Shivpal Yadav’s 
Pragatisheel Samajwa-
di Party-Lohia (PSPL) 
said a final decision on 
this seat will be taken 
by the party leader-
ship. Dimple Yadav’s 
candidature is seen as 
the SP’s efforts to carry 
forward the legacy of 
her father-in-law on 
the seat, considered a 
stronghold of the party 
since 1996. Her selec-
tion is also taken as an 
attempt to bring unity in 
the party cadres ahead 
of the bypoll. Mainpuri 
parliamentary constitu-
ency has five assembly 
segments, including 
Mainpuri, Bhogaon, 
Kishni, Karhal and 
Jaswant Nagar. 
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TOP OF THE DAY

FIRE BREAKS OUT 
AT MADRAS HOTEL 
IN SURAJPUR
Surajpur: A massive 
fire broke out at Madras 
hotel situated in the 
main city of Surajpur 
district late Thursday 
night, says police. Upon 
getting the information 
about the incident, the 
police team and the 
fire brigade vehicles 
reached the spot and 
started the rescue op-
eration. No casualty was 
reported in the incident. 
Around eight fire brigade 
vehicles from three dis-
tricts, including Ambika-
pur and Koriya districts 
reached the spot and 
brought the fire under 
control after the efforts 
of three hours. Surajpur 
Additional Superinten-
dent of Police (ASP) 
Madhulika Singh said 
that the fire broke out 
at Madras Hotel around 
11 pm.  The fire brigade 
team soon began the 
rescue operation.

MUMBAI: TWO 
KILLED IN ROAD 
ACCIDENT
Mumbai: Two persons 
were killed and as many 
injured after a speeding 
car rammed into two 
vehicles after jumping 
the divider, the police 
said. The car hit an auto-
rickshaw and a bike 
coming from the oppo-
site side on the western 
express highway. The 
auto-rickshaw driver 
and a passenger died 
on the spot, while two 
bike-borne persons sus-
tained serious injuries, 
the police added. 

TWO HELD WITH 
DRUGS WORTH 
RS 58 CRORE IN 
MIZORAM
Aizawl: The Criminal In-
vestigation Department 
(CID) of Mizoram police 
seized a large quantity 
of Methamphetamine, 
a recreational drug, 
worth Rs 58 crore and 
arrested two persons 
in Aizawl on Thursday, 
the police said on Friday. 
Acting on a specific 
intelligence input from 
a sister agency, a team 
of CID (SB) seized 2 lakh 
tablets of Methamphet-
amine weighing about 
19.223 kg from a vehicle 
at the Luangmual area 
in Aizawl, said officials. 
The estimated value of 
the seized drug is Rs 
58 crore in the interna-
tional market, and it was 
seized from a four-
wheeler in the Luang-
mual area of Aizawl, and 
arrested two persons,” 
Police said.

‘TRIAL RUN OF 
DELHI-MEERUT 
RAPID RAIL ON 
MAIN LINE WILL 
START SOON’
New Delhi: The 
construction of the 
Delhi Meerut Rapid Rail 
Transit System (RRTS) 
is progressing at full 
pace. People will get a 
chance to travel in In-
dia’s first rapid rail very 
soon, assured the MD of 
National Capital Region 
Transport Corporation 
(NCRTC), Vinay Kumar 
Singh, at the Anand 
Vihar RRTS project 
construction site. During 
an interaction the MD 
said, “we are working 
at full pace to complete 
this project on time”. 

INCESSANT RAINFALL

The schools and colleges 
remained closed on Friday 
in several districts of Tamil 
Nadu in view of incessant 
rainfall in the State.

Meanwhile, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi is sched-
uled to address the 36th 
Convocation ceremony of 
Gandhigram Rural Institute 
at Dindigul in Tamil Nadu. 
Amid the alert issued by In-
dian Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), a holiday has 
been declared in all schools 
and colleges located in Tiru-
vallur, Sivaganga, Madurai, 
Kancheepuram, Dindigul 
and other districts have de-
clared a holiday.

“Based on the rain forecast 
for tomorrow, a holiday has 
been declared for all schools 
and colleges in Tiruvallur 
district for tomorrow,” the 
Tiruvallur district collector 
tweeted.

Schools and colleges 
will also remain closed in 
Kancheepuram and Madu-
rai districts while in the Siva-
ganga district and Dindigul 
districts only the schools will 

remain closed. The IMD said 
that a low-pressure area over 
the Southwest Bay of Bengal 
off the Sri Lanka coast with 
associated cyclonic circula-
tion which it said is likely to 
become more marked dur-
ing the next 24 hours.

“The Low-Pressure area 
over Southwest Bay of Ben-
gal off Sri Lanka coast with 
associated cyclonic circula-
tion extending upto mid-
tropospheric levels persists. 
It is likely to become more 
marked during the next 24 
hours,” IMD said in a tweet.

The weather forecasting 
agency said that it is very 
likely to move north-west-
wards towards Tamil Nadu-

Puducherry coasts till today 
morning.

“Thereafter, it would move 
west-north-westwards 
across Tamil Nadu-Pu-
ducherry and Kerala during 
12 and 13 November,” it said.

The IMD said Isolated ex-
tremely heavy rainfall is like-
ly over north coastal Tamil 
Nadu, Puducherry and 
Karaikal on 11 November 
and over north Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry and Karaikal on 
12 November. 

“Fairly widespread/wide-
spread rainfall with isolated 
heavy to very heavy rainfall 
very likely over Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry and Karaikal, 
Rayalaseema and south 

Coastal Andhra Pradesh 
during 11th-13th and iso-
lated heavy rainfall over 
Kerala and Mahe on 11th-
14th November,” the IMD 

tweeted. The weather fore-
casting agency also advised 
fishermen not to venture 
into these areas during the 
same period. 

SCHOOLS, COLLEGES SHUT IN SEVERAL 
DISTRICTS OF TN AMID RAIN ALERT
TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI     

Tamil Nadu witnessed heavy rains on Friday. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

FACTORY EXPLOSION 

Eknath Shinde-led Maha-
rashtra government on Fri-
day announced an award in 
the name of Shiv Sena found-
er Balasaheb Thackeray.

Ten lakh rupees will be 
awarded annually in four 
different categories for doc-
tors, NGOs and medical 
field workers from 2022-23. 
Award will be given to people 
who work in medical field to 
reduce maternal and child 
mortality rates in the state, 
provide reproductive and 
child health innovative ser-
vices, successfully implement 
family planning activities and 
implement innovative health 
programmes through public 
participation.

The announcement of the 
award in late Balasaheb 
Thackeray’s name is consid-
ered significant as both chief 
minister Ekanath Shinde and 
former CM Uddhav Thacker-
ay claim their factions as real 
Shiv Sena, which was found-
ed by cartoonist turned politi-
cian Balasaheb Thackeray in 
1966.

The coalition government 
of late Balasaheb Thackeray’s 

son Uddhav Thackeray col-
lapsed in June after Shinde’s 
rebellion. Shinde led a revolt 
against Udhav Thackeray 
government leading to the 
collapse of the 31-month-old 
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) 
government. Subsequently, 
the new Maharashtra gov-
ernment came to power and 
Eknath Shinde became CM 
after his ten-day rebellion 
toppled MVA government.

Further, Eknath Shinde fac-
tion made its claim with the 
election commission of India 
(ECI) in October on Shiv Se-
na’s ‘bow and arrow’ symbol 
in view of the assembly by-
poll in Maharashtra.

However, the ECI did not al-
lot Shiv Sena’s symbol to ei-
ther of the two factions. Both 
factions were provided new 
symbols during the by-poll.

ECI alloted the ‘Dau Tal-
warein aur Ek Dhal (Two 
Swords & Shield)’ symbol to 
the Eknath Shinde faction 
of Shiv Sena after allotting it 
‘Balasahebanchi Shiv Sena’ 
(Balasaheb’s Shiv Sena) as 
its name. On the other hand, 
‘flaming torch’ (mashaal) 
election symbol was allotted 
to the Uddhav Thackeray fac-
tion of Shiv Sena. 

Shinde-led govt 
announces award in 
Balasaheb’s name

Madurai Police arrests owner, 
search for her husband underway
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HEARTFELT PRESENTATION

In a heartfelt presenta-
tion of affection, a son who 
lost his mother a few years 
ago is building a temple in 
her memory in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Srikakulam.

The construction of the 
temple started in 2019. The 
son, named Sravan Kumar, 

has resolved to install his 
late mother’s idol sculp-
tured with a single stone 
inside the temple.

The son has hired workers 
and sculptures from Bihar 
who have been assigned to 
complete the construction 
of temple, which was his 
wish for his mother.

Sravan Kumar said, “I 
loved my mother but lost 

her a few years ago. I wanted 
to build a temple in memory 
of her and hired workers 
from Bihar. Work started in 
2019. My mother’s Idol will 
be six feet and sculptured 
with a single stone.”

One of the workers in-
volved in the sculpture 
work said that it would take 
two more years for the work 
to be completed.

“It’s been four months 
since I have been working 
here. I have a work of sculp-
ture. I have been assigned 
to complete it within two 
years. Our team of workers 
is working with full force. 
It might take more than 
two years to complete, but 
it is our effort to complete 
it within the deadline,” he 
said. 

The Tamil Nadu police have 
arrested the owner of the pri-
vate firecracker factory where 
five people were killed due to 
an explosion near Usilambatti 
in Tamil Nadu’s Madurai.

The SP has also informed 
that the husband of the 
factory owner is currently 
absconding. “Owner of the 
firecracker factory, Anushiya 

has been arrested while her 
husband is being searched 
by the police,” Madurai SP 
Siva Prasad. The death toll in 
the incident was confirmed 
by Tamil Nadu Commer-
cial Taxes and Registration 
Minister P Moorthy who in-
formed that five people have 
died and the injured persons 
are being treated.

“Five people died at this 
place and the injured are 

treated at Tirumangalam 
Government Hospital and 
Madurai Rajaji Hospital. 
We are investigating whether 
there are any violations of 
these crackers factory reg-
ulations,” he said. CM MK 
Stalin expressed grief over 
the deaths in the Madurai 
firecracker factory explosion 
and announced an ex-gratia 
of Rs 5 lakh to the family 
members of the deceased.
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MODERN DAY ‘SRAVAN KUMAR’ BUILDS TEMPLE 
IN MEMORY OF MOTHER IN SRIKAKULAM

HAWALA BUSINESS

Noida Police arrested eight 
people after cash of over Rs 
2 crore was recovered from 
a car in the Sector 58 area 
on Thursday. The cash is 
suspected to be for hawala 
business and the counting of 
seized cash is still underway, 
said police.

The arrested people have 
been identified as Jayanti 
Bhai from Ahmedabad, 
Sandip Sharma from Delhi, 
Vinay Kumar from Delhi, 
Abhijeet Hazra from North 
West Bengal, Rohit Jain from 

Noida Sector-56, Vipul from 
Delhi, Minesh Shah from 
Mumbai and Anuj from In-
dore. Soon after the recovery 
by the police, the officials 
from the Income Tax Depart-
ment reached the spot.

As per the information 
received from them so far, 
along with the cash, also 
recovered were 11 mobile 
phones, 2 laptops and 8 mo-
bile phones. “It is expected 
that Rs 2 crore was being tak-
en for the hawala network. 
The interrogation of all the 
detained people is going on,” 
said police.

The police had received in-
formation about the possible 
deal of hawala in Sector 55.

“The police station Sector 
58 got information that some 
people doing hawala busi-
ness are coming to do a deal 
in Sector-55, who have a lot 
of cash. The police team from 
Sector 55 Noida took quick 
action on the information 
and arrested eight people,” 
said police. The counting of 
recovered cash will be done 
by the Income Tax Depart-
ment after inquiry.

The GB Nagar Police de-
partment released a state-

ment saying that they were 
about to make a deal by 
booking more than 1 dozen 
mobiles. The arrested were 
interrogated at police sta-
tion of sector—58 all night 
long by senior income tax of-
ficers.  The Income tax team 
reached Noida’s sector-58 
police station with the cash 
where all top police officers 
were already present. It is not 
yet known to whom exactly 
the cash belongs, but, the 
Noida Police issued a press 
release saying that money 
was believed to be linked to 
Hawala.

TDG NETWORK
NOIDA  

TDG NETWORK
MADURAI 

Noida Police arrests 8 people with 
over Rs 2 crore cash

IN MUMBAI 

MINORITIES WELFARE DAY

OBSTRUCTING WORK

The Central Railway has an-
nounced a 27 hours block 
of train traffic and power 
disruption for two days for 
fixed hours, to dismantle 
the Carnac Road over Bridge 
between Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Terminus (CSMT) and Mas-
jid station in Mumbai.

This dismantling will be 
operated on 19 Novem-
ber 19 and 20 November. 
“Central Railway Mumbai 
Division will operate spe-
cial traffic & power blocks 
on 19/20.11.2022 involving 
UP & DN Local Lines, UP 
& DN Fast Lines and UP & 
DN Harbour Lines between 

CSMT-MASJID Station at 
KM 0/1-2 for dismantling of 
Carnac Road Over Bridge 
using Road crane,” the Cen-
tral Railways said in an offi-
cial statement.

As an aftermath of this 
blockade, the up-and-down 
train services from Vadala 
Road to CSMT will not run 
along with the up-and-down 
Slow and Fast lines of Byc-
ulla to CSMT. 

As per the Central Rail-
ways, Up and Down Slow 
lines as well as Fast lines will 
be blocked from 11 pm on 19 
November 19 to 4 pm on 20 
November 20. Meanwhile, 
Up and Down Harbour lines 
will also stay non-operative 

from 11 pm on Saturday to 8 
pm on Sunday.

The train at the Seventh 
Line and yard will also stay 
blocked from 11 pm on 19 
November to 2 am on 21 No-
vember.

The Railways have also in-
formed that several Subur-
ban trains remain cancelled 
as a repercussion of the two-
day train and power block-
ade between CSMT and 
Masjid stations in Mumbai.

These cancelled trains in-
clude the Suburban services 
between Byculla and CSMT 
on the Mainline and Vadal 
Road and CSMT on the Har-
bour Line during the block 
period.

While extending his wishes 
to the people on the Minori-
ties Welfare Day Chief Min-
ister Jagan Mohan Reddy 
on Friday said, “For the first 
time in Andhra Pradesh, we 
have a Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, 4 MLAs, 4 MLCs and a 
woman deputy President of 
the Legislative Council from 
the minority community.” 

The CM reminded people 
to observe how the state 
transformed after he came 
to power in 2019. “From 
no power to minorities, to 
a muslim deputy CM in 

power now, the state has 
evolved exponentially,” CM 
expressed, underlining the 
efforts taken his govern-
ment to uplift the status of 
minorities.

Elucidating on the welfare 
measures, CM Jagan said, 

“In the last three years and 
four months, our govern-
ment has deposited more 
than 10,309 crore directly 
in the bank accounts of 
44,13,773 minority benefi-
ciaries through DBT (Direct 
Bank Transfer) schemes.”

“Besides, through non-
DBT schemes, around 
16,41,622 minority house-
holds have been benefited 
with financial support worth 
10,000 crore. Just through 
the housing scheme alone, 
we have distributed 9,400 
crore to as many as 2,44,006 
Muslim sisters,” CM Jagan 
added.

Congress MLA from Alot con-
stituency, Manoj Chwala and 
his associates were booked for 
allegedly looting fertilisers 
and obstructing government 
work in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Ratlam district, an official 
said.

The incident occurred at a 
government warehouse in 
Alot town, Ratlam district 
on Thursday. Ratlam Su-
perintendent of Police (SP) 
Abhishek Tiwari said that 
the action was taken after 
the complaint from the man-
ager of the warehouse. “MLA 
Chawla and his associates 
misbehaved with the staff, ob-

structed the government work 
and provoked people to loot 
fertiliser by opening the shut-
ter of the warehouse,” he said.

“According to the audit after 
the incident, a total of 21 sacks 
of fertilisers and six sacks of 
other ingredients were found 

missing. An FIR has been reg-
istered against MLA Chawla 
and one of his associates, Yo-
gendra Singh Jadon. The rest 
of the persons involved in the 
incident are being identified 
on the basis of video and ac-
tion will be taken against them 

accordingly,” SP Tiwari said.
He further said, “We took 

the stock of the spot and found 
that there was no shortage of 
fertilisers in the district. In 
fact, around 29 metric tonnes 
of urea were distributed from 
the Alot centre before the inci-
dent and around 890 metric 
tonnes of urea were distrib-
uted in the entire district. 
Besides, if there is any glitch 
in the online process then it is 
distributed via offline mode.”

On the other hand, MLA 
Chawla said that he was 
continuously receiving com-
plaints from the farmers for 
the last two days. The farm-
ers were standing in the queue 
but they did not get fertilisers.
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27-hour train traffic, power 
blockade to dismantle bridge

WE HAVE SPENT 10 TIMES MORE THAN TDP FOR 
MINORITY WELFARE IN JUST 3 YRS: CM JAGAN 

CONGRESS MLA MANOJ CHAWLA BOOKED FOR 
LOOTING FERTILISERS IN MADHYA PRADESH

Farmers taking fertilisers after MLA Chawla opens the shutter of 
the warehouse. 

CM Jagan Mohan Reddy

PUDUCHERRY CM ANNOUNCES TWO-DAY 
HOLIDAY FOR EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
Puducherry : Chief Minister N Rangasamy has an-
nounced a two-day holiday for all the educational 
institutions in Puducherry and Karaikal region in the 
wake of heavy rainfall on Friday. The heavy rainfall in 
the UT has also triggered severe waterlogging here. 
According to the Meteorological Department, the 
depression that formed in the Bay of Bengal is likely 
to move towards Tamil Nadu and Puducherry coast 
as an intense depression by today, due to which these 
coastal regions (Tamil Nadu and Puducherry) are 
likely to experience heavy rains from for the next three 
days. “Puducherry and surrounding areas have been 
receiving widespread heavy rains since last night due 
to the low-pressure area,” the Meteorological Depart-
ment said adding that the incessant rains in areas like 
Bussi Road, Laspettai East Coast Road, Karuvadikup-
pam are flooded compelling the motorists to suffer. 
Notably, the low-lying areas including Rainbow Nagar 
and Krishna Nagar are also surrounded by rainwater. 
Meanwhile, the Puducherry government ordered two 
days of holiday for schools and colleges in Puducherry 
and Karaikal (i.e., 11 November to 12 November) due 
to heavy rain.Similarly in Tamil Nadu, schools and 
colleges have been declared to remain closed today 
in several districts of Tamil Nadu in view of incessant 
rainfall in the State.



What the devil is 
happening to Ni-
rav Modi’s extra-

dition case that should have 
seen him sent back to India 
years ago from London? A 
case that is getting even in-
ternational press coverage. 
Of course, Nirav Modi is the 
Indian businessman charged 
with massive fraud against 
a well-established Indian 
bank, PNB. And, more im-
portantly, why does London 
seemingly attract and put 
up with so many apparent 
similar fraudsters and dubi-
ous characters in business 
from abroad?

Another fugitive who fled 
to London around five years 
ago after many of his Indian 
or related holdings went bust 
is Vijay Mallya. He owes hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to 
an Indian bank consortium 
and has broken important 
court orders, including those 
on contempt and improper 
transfer of funds. According 
to the eveningstard.com, “He 
is on bail on an extradition 
warrant executed by Scot-
land Yard on 18 April 2017.” 
Five years later, they know 
he resides in London, and 
he does not even feel the need 

to talk to his lawyer about 
stopping extradition efforts 
to get him back to India. 
On the higher profile case of 
Nirav Modi, why has this in-
dividual and his accomplice 
uncle, Mehul Choksi not 
been extradited given the 
over billion dollars of their 
outright thievery? In Nirav 
Modi’s case, it should have 
been from London years ago, 
and what could stop it from 
happening?

But first, I want to try and 
look at what might have mo-
tivated and supported his 
alarming, inexcusable be-
havior. Nirav Modi belongs 
to a major family and a ma-
jor diamond retail empire. so 
large that it literally has thou-
sands of outlets. It has been 
successfully operating for 
several generations. But an 
examination of the diamond 
industry shows it was badly 
hit by the Great Recession in 
the 2008–2009 period. A 
period when diamond prices 
dropped significantly. A peri-
od that was an indictment of 
the Wall Street and London 
Canary Wharf banking cen-
ters, whose greed and casino 
financial derivatives almost 
destroyed the entire western, 
if not global economy. Thus, 
in the fallout, credit dried up, 
but assets also became much 
more affordable. And ambi-
tious Nirav Modi seeing the 
opportunity to buy a main-
stay of an American diamond 
retail chain on the “cheap” 
looked to too “creative” ways 
to finance through fraud?  

Coincidentally, Nirav Modi 
began his fraudster scheme 
in 2010. That is corrupting 
officials at the Punjab Nation-

al Bank by issuing fake Let-
ters of Understanding (LoUs) 
to London-based banks to 
finance his takeover. And 
then, interestingly, she fled 
to London in 2018 when the 
fraud was discovered. An-
other coincidental London 
connection? 

After all, there has been 
growing concern that there 
is a culture of financial greed 
and expediency, aided by 
London-based finance. Just 
ask Lord Green, who, while 
head of HSBC, based in Lon-
don, let hundreds of millions 
of dollars of Mexican drug 
cartel money be deposited in 
his bank. When there is a lax-
ness about where the money 
is coming from, especially if 
the sums are great, those of 
the like of Modi and Mallya 
would likely have known this 
and why any ill-begotten loot 
had been transferred there 
along with themselves.  

Incidentally, Nirav Modi 
attended the Wharton Busi-
ness School to which Donald 
Trump graduated in econom-
ics from and who assisted in 
inaugurating one of Nirav 
Modi’s New York stores. 
Another infamous character 
and Wharton graduate with 
strong London connections 
and residence(s) is Jho Low, 
also a descendent heir of a 
reputable family company 
but from Malaysia. He was 
a financial mastermind, 

ripping off many billions of 
dollars of Malaysian gov-
ernment money, aided by 
bankers with London con-
nections.

A growing concern is that 
too many western business 
schools have got too caught 
up in pushing irresponsible, 
make quick, rich scheme 
thinking and not enough on 
business ethics. Appropriate-
ly, a fortune.com article led off 
with, “Are business schools 
sending “moral midgets” out 
into the world to recklessly 
plunder without regard 
for honesty and human 
decency?” 

So, it needs to be reflected 
on whether some of these ap-
proaches have also poisoned 
the minds of an ever-increas-
ing number of Asians from 
well off families, even mom 
and pop shop size owners 
who pay top dollar to have 
their sons and daughters re-
ceive the top cachet brand-
ing of the Whartons and 
beyond. So, did this also im-
pact people like Nirav Modi? 
Though a broad sweep of 
such an accusation is unfair, 
as demonstrated by the new 
UK prime minister, Rishi Su-
nak, an MBA graduate from 
Stanford who seems squeaky 
clean for now.

However, another impor-
tant point is that UK finance 
had got too attracted to a level 
of loose bank deregulation à 

la America Wall Street that 
not only permeated busi-
ness school thinking but 
even Downing Street and 
the regulators they oversee, 
which also dealt with off-
shore investors. For example, 
Boris Johnson and the British 
Tory Party were known to be 
friendly with several Russian 
oligarchs and their represen-
tatives, some of whom were 
major donors. That includes 
supporting laws that set up 
trusts and shell companies, 
making it difficult to know 
who owns what in real estate.  
Meaning, that the criminally 
charged from abroad could 
own enormous amounts 
anonymously of property 
and hide their overall assets 
easily in London.

No doubt, Nirav Modi knew 
this at the time he started his 
fraud. And the complexity of 
the British legal system and 
the many lawyers opened to 
working with almost anyone 
with bags of money means 
London may be a great place 
to draw out against extradi-
tion pressures. 

Now, on how might Modi 
and his legal team might do 
so? According to the eco-
nomictimes.com, “He still 
has an option to approach 
the (UK) Supreme Court on 
a point of law of public im-
portance.” Yet, Nirav Modi’s 
legal team, after the recent 
high court decision denying 

that their client being sent 
back to India represents a 
suicide risk, would likely 
not be successful with such 
an appeal. And another ap-
proach through the Euro-
pean Court of Justice does 
not seem promising. Nirav 
Modi could be well back in 
India soon, but again, crafty 
London lawyers and friends 
there might come up with 
something that might delay 
extradition.

Now, London, after years of 
exposure as a haven for too 
many foreign crooks, may be 
trying to do something about 
this given the increasing bad 
publicity. Former Prime Min-
ister May even promised to 
clamp down on Russian oli-
garchs. But justifiable wor-
ries are that too many of the 
unsavory fraudsters and un-
savory offshore dealings will 
still be too much of the norm. 
The cases of Nirav Modi and 
Vijay Mallya underscore 
this and well beyond. And 
the need for better financial 
regulation and a more expe-
ditious legal system in the UK 
to extradite these criminals. 
The sooner the better.
Peter Dash has researched ex-
tensive international finance 
and tax havens directly and 
indirectly for three books. He 
attended a top  MBA school in 
North America and was an 
Asociate at Harvard where he 
researched political structures.

London:  A top haven for 
international fraudsters? 
Delay in extradition processes for Indian businessmen Nirav Modi and  
Vijay Mallya in London has a raised a question: Is London a safe shelter for financial criminals?

Nirav Modi Vijay Mallya
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The outcome of the just concluded elections to the Sikh 
Gurdwara Prabandak Committee (SGPC) have given 
a fresh lease of life to the Shiromani Akali Dal, which 
had been completely marginalised during the Punjab 
Assembly elections. In fact, the SAD Chief Sukhbir 
Singh Badal has emerged stronger from the contest and 
was able to get his nominee, Harjinder Singh Dhami 
re-elected to the position of the SGPC president despite 
serious attempts made by breakaway factions to offer 
a fight. Former Minister Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa had 
put all his weight behind Bibi Jagir Kaur, who has been 
the president thrice but had to face defeat this time. 
Bibi Jagir Kaur polled 42 votes while Dhami obtained 
104 votes out of a total of 146 ballots that had been cast. 
Earlier, the SAD had expelled Bibi Jagir Kaur, who de-
clined to withdraw her candidacy even though many 
senior functionaries had requested her to do so. She 
sought a conscience vote from members and claimed 
that she had actually been victorious while demanding 
Sukhbir Badal’s resigna-
tion. She said that Badal 
had stated that if she got 
more than 25 votes, he 
would step down but 
was now refusing to do 
so. Significantly, Dhami 
polled lesser votes this 
time as compared to 
the last time, when he 
had got 122 votes. The 
election was held in 
the Teja Singh Samundari hall, and all the victorious 
office-bearers subsequently paid their respects at the 
sanctum sanctorum of the Golden Temple. Badal had 
put in a lot of hard work for this particular contest and 
reached out to virtually all the members personally, 
something similar to what his father and former Chief 
Minister Parkash Singh Badal used to do at one time. 
He described Dhami’s victory as the defeat of the anti 
Panthic forces and said that the combined might of the 
Punjab and Haryana governments along with other 
partners could not change the expected result. From 
the standpoint of Punjab politics where the SAD was 
unable to retain its Panthic hold during the Assembly 
elections, the SGPC polls could be a game changer for 
the future. Apart from making the SAD look relevant 
once again, the SGPC polls may also force other parties 
to take the Akalis seriously when the tie ups take place 
for the 2024 Parliamentary polls. Even the BJP may 
like to offer an olive branch to the Akalis since it would 
also need new partners in the post-2024 scenario. The 
Badal family has deep roots in the state and can deliver 
once they bounce back. Although Dhindsa’s position 
may appear to be weakening right now, yet he cannot be 
completely written off. The situation can be exploited 
by Captain Amarinder Singh if he starts working for 
forging new combinations and permutations. The AAP, 
which is in power in Punjab, should also be worried 
about the developments and may seek to re-adjust 
its poll strategies. The SGPC polls have always been 
central to the Panthic politics and for any party that 
pursues the Panthic agenda, it is very important to 
keep the SGPC on its side. Dhami has said that the 
anti-Sikh forces have been defeated and this is how 
those who believe in Panthic politics would also look 
at the matters. 
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According to reports, India 
would supply the ‘Pinaka’ 
multi-rocket launcher sys-
tem, which can fire a salvo 
of 12 HE rockets in 44 sec-
onds to Armenia besides 
anti-tank missiles and a va-
riety of ammunition as part 
of a package agreement. The 
complete details of these ar-
maments have not yet been 
disclosed. Pinaka saw ser-
vice during the Kargil War, 
where it was successful in 
neutralising enemy posi-
tions on the mountaintops.

While the deal’s value has 
not been disclosed, the re-

port claims armament worth 
$250 million or INR 2,000 
crores would be sold over 
the next few months. The 
deal was signed earlier this 
month and supplies are to be 
fast-tracked.

It is not the first time that 
Armenia has received weap-
ons equipment from India. 
In 2020, India triumphed 
over Russia and Poland in a 
$40 million defence agree-
ment with Armenia provid-
ing it with four indigenous 
‘Swathi’ counter-battery 
radars.

This disclosure comes 
days after India called on 
the “aggressor side” in fresh 
fighting along the Armenia-
Azerbaijan border to “im-
mediately cease hostilities” 
without directly naming 
Azerbaijan. Latest fighting 
erupted between the two 
sides on 13 September.

india’s defence 
exports
Meanwhile, it seems the Ar-

menian-Azerbaijan conflict 
has helped India to boost 
its arms exports. Accord-
ing to reports India recently 
announced figures for the 
highest-ever defence export 
growth that swelled by a 
staggering 334% over the last 
five years.

In fact India is chasing an 
even higher target. In 2020, 
the Modi government had 
set a target of Rs 35,000 
crore ($ 5 billion) export 
in aerospace, and defence 
goods and services in the 
next five years. This is part of 
the turnover of Rs 1.75 lakh 
crore ($ 25 billion) in defence 
manufacturing by 2025 that 
the government is aiming to 
achieve.

India’s defence exports 
touched a record Rs 13,000 
crore in 2021-22, “eight 
times” of what it was around 
five years ago.

Besides the strategic im-
portance of the deal with 
Armenia, the export order 
is a boost for the indigenous 

defence industry with the 
Indian government keen to 
increase the value of Indian 
arms exports.

India had also signed a con-
tract with the Philippines in 
January 2022 for the sale of 
BrahMos missiles.

Currently, India exports 
defence equipment to 75 
countries and these include 
weapon simulators, tear gas 
launcher, torpedo loading 
mechanism, alarm monitor-
ing & control, night vision 
monocular & binocular, 
light-weight torpedo & fire 
control systems, armoured 
protection vehicle, weapons 
locating radar, high-frequen-
cy radio, coastal surveillance 
radar among others.

armenia-azerbai-
jan conflict
The issue of the conclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh has al-
ways been the bone of con-
tention between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan ever since 
the two countries became 

independent republics, after 
gaining independence from 
the erstwhile USSR.

The disputed region 
of Nagorno-Karabakh lies in 
Azerbaijan and is inhabited 
mostly by ethnic Armenians. 
The conflict escalated into 
a full-scale war in the early 
1990s which later trans-
formed into a low-intensity 
conflict until four-day esca-
lation in April 2016 and then 
into another full-scale war in 
2020.

A  ceasefire signed in 
1994 in Bishkek was followed 
by two decades of relative 
stability, which significant-
ly deteriorated along with 
Azerbaijan’s increasing frus-
tration with the status quo, at 
odds with Armenia’s efforts 
to cement it.

Azerbaijan, for one, has re-
ceived backing from its tradi-
tional allies and supporters, 
Turkey and Israel. During 
the 2020 skirmish between 
the two combatants, Baku 
turned the tide in its favour 

by overwhelmingly deploy-
ing Turkish Bayraktar and 
Israeli kamikaze drones.

While Armenia has often 
turned to Russia for sup-
port, Moscow’s preoccupa-
tion with the on-going war 
against Ukraine has resulted 
in not a very supportive re-
sponse, this time. 

In the face of rising hostili-
ties and little military aid, the 
defence deal with India may 
prove to be a shot in the arm 
for a beleaguered Armenia.

azerbaijan-
turkey-pakistan 
relationship
India’s military assistance 
for Armenia comes against 
the backdrop of its regional 
rival’s bonhomie with Azer-
baijan. Pakistan has consis-
tently backed Azerbaijan 
in the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict and has refused to 
establish diplomatic ties and 
legally recognise Armenia as 
an independent state.

Azerbaijan is seen by many 

as part of an emerging axis 
with Turkey and Pakistan. It 
has used Turkish drones to 
fight war against Armenia, 
and is also in talks with Paki-
stan to buy the JF-17 fighter 
aircraft.

In 2017, Turkey, Azer-
baijan, and Pakistan had 
signed a Trilateral Ministers 
Agreement that established 
security cooperation, and 
built upon previous bilateral 
military aid arrangements. 
These three countries also 
conducted a joint exercise 
named ‘Three Brothers’ last 
year. 

The rise of Azerbaijan with 
increased Turkey-Pakistan 
military cooperation is a di-
rect warning to India. Azer-
baijan has acquired many 
deadly weapons by increas-
ing friendship with Turkey 
and Pakistan in the name 
of Islam. Indian fears that 
other countries may also go 
along this route in the name 
of Islamic countries are not 
unfounded. 

However, in spite of these 
developments, an interest-
ing fact is that India has 
stronger economic ties with 
Azerbaijan than with Arme-
nia. Indian company ONGC 
has also invested heavily in 
Azerbaijan’s gas sector. The 
Indian bilateral trade with 
Azerbaijan in 2019 stood at 
$1093 million, while with 
Armenia it was only $48 
million in 2020.

Broadly this latest defence 
deal will place India as one 
of the emerging global pow-
ers with rising defence ex-
ports capability. In addition 
it will also allow it to play a 
significant role in the central 
Asian republics and region-
ally, both.

Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator based in New Delhi. 
He was also associated with 
BBC Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times of Dubai. He writes on 
Indian Muslims, educational, 
international affairs, interfaith 
and current affairs. 

India’s growing defence exports

Badal had put in a lot 
of hard work for this 
particular contest and 
reached out to virtually 
all the members 
personally, something 
similar to what his father 
and former Chief Minister 
Parkash Singh Badal 
used to do at one time.
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India’s defence exports to various countries have increased manifold in recent years, the latest deal is to export Indian rocket launchers to Armenia.
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The Supreme Court 
in the case Suresh G. 
Ramnani vs Aurelia 

Ana De Piedade Miranda @ 
Ariya Alvares observed and 
stated than an application 
seeking to assign a review 
petition to a particular HC 
judge should be placed be-
fore Chief Justice of the High 
Court and the same should 
not be dealt on judicial side. 

Justice GS Patel, while 
sitting at the Goa Bench of 
the Bombay High Court 
reserved a second appeal 
for judgment. The judge-
ment was delivered through 
virtual mode by the Judge 
while sitting at Bombay 
wherein allowing the sec-
ond appeal. Thereafter, a 
review petition was filled by 
the respondent which was 
listed before Justice Nutan 
D. Sardessai who admit-
ted it. Thus, an application 

was filled by the other party 
praying that the review pe-
tition be transferred and be 
placed before Justice G.S. 
Patel for final disposal. Jus-
tice Prithviraj K. Chavan 
dealt with the application 
and has rejected the same. 
The party approached the 

Apex Court, against the said 
order.

The bench comprising 
of Justice Aniruddha Bose 
and Justice Vikram Nath ob-
served that the bench does 
not wish to go into the issue 
of interpreting the Rules in 
order to hold as to whether 

the review should be heard 
by Judge ‘A’ or from any oth-
er Judge.

However, the court added 
that the matter need to have 
been placed before the Chief 
Justice on the administra-
tive side rather than that of 
the order being passed on 

the judicial side.
Further, the court stated 

that the proviso to Rule 3(1) 
of Chapter XXX of the Rules 
confers this power on the 
Chief Justice for assigning a 
particular matter for hear-
ing of the review application 
to a single Judge where the 
single Judge concerned was 
not available for the time 
being by reason of being on 
leave or otherwise as afore-
said i.e., where the Single 
judge had ceased to sit at a 
particular Bench. Therefore, 
the Chief Justice, being the 
master of roster and is be-
ing conferred with specific 
powers for assigning review 
petitions in given circum-
stances under the Rules, the 
learned single Judge ought 
to have referred the matter 
to be placed before the Chief 
Justice and should not have 
dealt with application dated 
16.07.2009.

Accordingly, the court set 
aside the impugned order.

In Court

Supreme Court: ApplICAtIon SeekIng For 
HeArIng oF revIew petItIon By A pArtICulAr 
HC Judge HAS to Be plACed BeFore CHIeF 
JuStICe oF HC on AdmInIStrAtIve SIde And 
not on JudICIAl SIde
TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi High Court in the case 
Nihal Ahmed vs State (GNCD) ob-
served and has granted interim bail 
for a period of ten days to the accused 
in an Arms Act case for allowing him 
to arrange money for paying daugh-
ter’s admission fee for LLB Course.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Talwant Singh observed and has 
stated that the interim bail shall not 
be extended under any circumstanc-
es and the petitioner Nihal Ahmed 
shall surrender once the period of 
ten days is over.

However, the court stated that 
while keeping in view the fact that 
the petitioner has to make arrange-
ments for making payment of admis-
sion fees of his daughter and that the 

family should not suffer for his acts, 
the court is inclined to grant him 
interim bail for a period of ten days 
from the date of his release, on execu-
tion of personal bond of Rs.25,000/- 
with one surety of the like amount 
to the satisfaction of the concerned 
court.

In the present case, Ahmed had 
approached seeking interim bail in 
a 2011 FIR registered under section 
452, section 325, section 506, section 
34 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 
and under section 25, section 27, sec-
tion 54, section 59 of the Arms Act, 
1959 at Gandhi Nagar police station. 

Thus, a chargesheet has already been 
filed in the case.

The prosecution while opposing 
the plea submitted that he had been 
declared a proclaimed offender in 
the case and thereafter, he was ar-
rested. It has also been stated by the 
prosecution that he was involved in 
another case also.

Further, it has been submitted by 
the counsel appearing for the ac-
cused that the last date for payment 
of admission fees for LLB course to 
be pursued by his daughter is No-
vember 15.  

The court was informed by Advo-
cate Rajni Kant, the petitioner has 
to make arrangements for making 
payment of admission fees as he is 
in judicial custody for the last about 
9 months.

In Court

Delhi High Court: Interim Bail Granted 
To Accused For Arranging Daughter’s 
Admission Fee For LLB Course; ‘Family 
Should Not Suffer For His Acts”

The Delhi High Court in 
the case Sher Mohammad 
v. Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi (SDMC) observed 
and has stated that unau-
thorized constructions are 
a bane to “orderly develop-
ment” of the city and which 
is bursting at its seams, 
and the same cannot be 
allowed by them d to con-
tinue to stand in perpetuity.

The bench comprising 
of Justice C Hari Shan-
kar made the observation 
while dismissing a peti-
tion filled by Delhi resident 
Sher Mohammad’s, chal-
lenging the order passed 
on September 14 by Prin-
cipal District & Sessions 
Judge.

The Mohammad’s appeal 
against an order of the Ap-
pellate Tribunal of Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi 
has been rejected by Trial 
Court, vide the impugned 
order.

Facts of the Case
In the present case, a 

show cause notice has been 
issued by the MCD in Sep-
tember 2011, wherin alleg-
ing that unauthorized con-
struction had taken place 
at Mohammad’s property 
in Hauz Khas Village and 
had earlier passed an order 
for demolition of the same. 
In 2013, the high court set 
aside the demolition order 
on technical grounds and 
the MCD was asked to pass 
a fresh order after consid-
ering Mohammad’s reply.

Again a demolition order 
was issued by the corpora-

tion in 2020, in relation to 
the 2011 show cause notice 
issued, wherein alleging 
further unauthorised con-
struction at the property. 
Thus, the order was chal-
lenged in appeal before the 
civic body’s Appellate Tri-
bunal which observed that 
Mohammad ought to have 
been heard before passing 
the December 2020 order. 
Therefore, the matter was 
remanded to the MCD for 
de-novo consideration by 
the Appellate Tribunal.

In July 2021, in an order 
the Assistant Engineer 
(Buildings) issued a demo-
lition. However, the same 
was challenged in the Ap-
pellate Tribunal which up-
held the direction to demol-
ish the construction.

The Principal District & 
Sessions Judge vide the 
impugned order rejected 
the Mohammad’s appeal 
against the Appellate Tri-
bunal’s order.

Further, the counsel ap-
pearing for MCD submit-
ted while raising a prelimi-
nary objection regarding 
maintainability of the ap-
peal. Adding to it, it was 
also submitted that in the 
appeal against the order 
passed by MCD’s Appellate 
Tribunal, a petition would 
appropriately lie under Ar-
ticle 226 and not Article 227 
of the Constitution.

Court Observations:
The bench of Justice 

Shankar added that the 
scope and ambit of the two 
provisions are “markedly 
different.”, while observ-
ing that availability of a 
remedy under Article 226 
does not unquestionably 
foreclose a remedy under 
Article 227 of the Constitu-
tion.

The court stated that Ar-
ticle 227 of the Constitu-
tion of India only confers 
superintending – or, more 
appropriately, supervisory 

- jurisdiction on the High 
Court. Thus, under Article 
227, the High Court does 
not judicially review the 
order passed by the hier-
archically lower authority 
and nor does it examine the 
correctness or otherwise, 
of the said order. It only be-
ing the manner of in which 
the lower judicial authority 
has acted calls for super-
visory correction that the 
High Court would step in 
under Article 227 of the 
Constitution of India.

Accordingly, the court 
dismissed the plea, while 
upholding the impugned 
order.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Amanjot Singh Chad-
dha vs Union of India ob-
served and has issued on 
a plea seeking directions 
for the State Governments 
for formulating the rules 
under the Anand Marriage 
Act, 1909 for the registra-
tion of the Sikh Marriages.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Ajay Rastogi and 
Justice C. T. Ravikumar 
observed and has seek re-
sponse from the Respon-
dents on the plea praying 
to issue writ in the nature 
of mandamus, wherein di-
recting the respondents to 
notify the rules under the 
Anand Marriage Act 1909 
in the country as expedi-
tiously as possible in rela-
tion to the interest of justice.

In the present case, the 

court was appraised by the 
petitioner that he had also 
filed a writ petition before 
the High Court of Uttara-
khand seeking formula-
tion of the rules. The High 
Court disposed off the mat-
ter by an order dated 23rd 
March 2021 with a direc-
tion of the Chief Secretary 
of the State of Uttarakhand 

“to take appropriate steps 
for putting up the afore-
said proposal before the 
cabinet and after the cabi-
net approval steps are also 
taken for publishing the 
same in the Gazette and 
place it before the Legisla-
tive Assembly.

It had been submitted in 
the plea that various Union 
Territories and States 
have already framed the 
rules for registration of 
sikh marriages under the 
Anand Marriage Act, 1909 

but still various Union Ter-
ritories and States have yet, 
not notified the said rules 

as mandated by Section 6 
of the Anand Marriage Act, 
1909. 

It has been submitted by 
the petitioner, Advocate 
Amanjot Singh Chaddha in 

the plea that, “India being 
a secular democracy has to 
uphold and has to respect 
the religious practices of 
its citizens. Therefore, the 
Anand Marriage Act, 1909 
was enacted by the Imperi-
al Legislative Council over 
more than a century ago for 
giving legal sanction to a 
Marriage ceremony among 
Sikhs known as Anand 

Karaj and also to remove 
any doubts and which may 
be cast as to their validity.

It has also been stated in 
the plea filled that “this be-
ing a classic case of inaction 
by the Respondents and 
their lethargy for even per-
forming of the basic func-
tions as being provided 
under the law.” Further, it 
has also been stated that 

“taking into account the dif-
ficulties which are arising 
due to the inaction of the 
State Governments in for-
mulating the rules for the 
implementation of the said 
Act, a large section of the 
society is being disenfran-
chised from availing of the 
fruits of a Central Act.

Accordingly, the plea has 
arrayed Union of India, the 
States of Uttarkhand, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Assam, West 
Bengal, Gujarat, Bihar, 
Maharashtra, Telangana, 
Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, 
Arunahcal Pradesh, Goa, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
Manipur and Union Terri-
tories of Jammu & Kashmir 
and Chandigarh, Daman 
& Diu, Pondicherry and 
Andaman & Nicobar, Let & 
Ladakh, Lakshadweep as 
the respondents.

In Court

In Court

Delhi High Court: City 
Bursting at the seams, 
unauthorized constructions 
can’t be allowed to stand in 
perpetuity

Supreme Court: notICe ISSued on pleA SeekIng to dIreCt StAteS 
to FrAme ruleS For regIStrAtIon oF SIkH mArrIAge
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various Union Territories and States have 
already framed the rules for registration 
of sikh marriages under the Anand 
Marriage Act, 1909 but still various Union 
Territories and States have yet, not notified 
the said rules as mandated by Section 
6 of the Anand Marriage Act, 1909

In July 2021, in an 
order the Assistant 
Engineer (Buildings) 
issued a demolition. 
However, the same 
was challenged in the 
Appellate Tribunal 
which upheld the 
direction to demolish 
the construction.
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National Centre for Good 
Governance (NCGG), an au-
tonomous apex institution 
of Government of India in 
partnership with the Min-
istry of External Affairs to-
day concluded its two-week 
17th capacity building pro-
gramme for civil servants of 
Maldives, which was started 
on 31st October 2022. In 
2019, during the visit of Mal-
dives by Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, a MoU was 
signed between the NCGG 
and the Civil Services Com-
mission (CSC) of Maldives, 
which envisaged capacity 
building activities of 1,000 
civil servants of Maldives at 
NCGG over the next 5 years. 
Despite Covid–19 pandemic, 
so far over 500 civil ser-
vants of island nation have 
been trained under the aegis 
of the aforesaid MoU signed 
in 2019.

Prime Minister  Narendra 
Modi, during his visit to 
Maldives in June, 2019, had 
emphasized India’s ‘Neigh-
bourhood First’ policy and 
assured India’s full support 
to Maldives in realizing its 
aspirations for broad-based 
socio-economic develop-
ment and strengthening of 
democratic and indepen-
dent institutions. India is the 
largest development partner 
of Maldives.

The valedictory session of 
this programme was held 
today i.e. 11 November, 2022. 
In his valedictory address, 
Shri Bharat Lal, Director 

General, NCGG stressed 
that there is need to be 
sensitive and responsive in 
serving the people. He also 
suggested that it is necessary 
to work with speed and on 
a scale, and use digital tech-
nology in delivery of servic-
es. He also emphasized that 
after going back to Maldives, 
participants may utilize 
the knowledge and skills 
acquired during the pro-
gramme. He also cited the 
example of ‘Chiranjivi yoja-
na’ on maternal healthcare 
started 2006-07 for tribal 
women in Gujarat and said 
that such innovations and 
out of box thinking helps 
in leapfrogging and speedy 
service delivery.

The capacity building pro-
gramme for civil servants of 
developing countries aims 
at equipping them with cut-
ting-edge knowledge, skills 
and tools to design and de-
liver effective public services 
in an increasingly complex 
and inter-dependent world. 
It is expected that this will 
establish good governance 
and ultimately achieve 
sustainable development 
apart from providing rich 

cross-country experience. 
The NCGG is sharing vari-
ous initiatives being taken 
in the country such as e-
governance, digital India, 
universalization of public 
services to achieve sustain-
able development goals, us-
age of Aadhaar in service 
delivery, public grievance 
redressal mechanism and 
disaster management with 
special reference to coastal 
region among other impor-
tant areas.

Eminent persons and do-
main experts from differ-
ent fields conducted highly 
interactive sessions in the 
two-week programme, 
sharing their knowledge 
and experiences with the 
participants. The focus has 
bane on priority sectors of 
India–Maldives relations, 
regional cooperation initia-
tives in Indian ocean region, 
improving service delivery: 
an essence to citizen centric 
governance, PM Jan Dhan 
Yojana: positive impact on 
citizens lives, total quality 
management, public policy 
and implementation, chal-
lenges in achieving SDGs, 
tourism, composite culture 

of India, constitutional foun-
dation of decentralization in 
India, public grievances re-
dressal mechanism, PPPs, 
reforms in governance, 
overview of security scenar-
io, digital India, agro-based 
practices in coastal areas, etc.

During the 2-week course, 
participants were also taken 
for exposure visits to places 
like Pradhanmantri San-
grahlaya, smart city, Parlia-
ment of India, zero energy 
building – Paryavaran Bha-
van, Delhi Metro, Taj Mahal, 
etc. Eminent speakers and 
experts such as Indrani 
Bagchi, CEO, Ananta Cen-
tre; Professor Deepti Pandey 
from IIM Ahmedabad; Shri 
Padamveer Singh, former 
Director, LBSNAA; ABP 
Pandey, Chairman, FRA 
and others addressed the 
participants during the pro-
gramme.

Deputy team leader from 
Maldives Ms. Suhana Saeed 
in her address, appreciated 
the programme both in con-
tent and delivery. She has 
assured that these learning 
platforms shall be highly 
useful to them.

In the valedictory session, 
Prof. Poonam Singh, Nodal 
Officer (Training) from 
NCGG gave an overview of 
the programme in detail and 
appreciated the participants 
for their enthusiastic partici-
pation. Course Coordinator 
Dr. A. P. Singh presented 
vote of thanks in which he 
spoke that these initiatives 
require meticulous planning 
and execution.

Foreign Policy

commodities

Capacity building Maldivian 
civil servants: a new chapter 
in India–Maldives relations

Essential Commodities 
prices show a declining 
trend

Union Minister of 
C o m m e r c e  a n d 
I n d u s t r y,  C o n -

sumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution and 
Textiles, Piyush Goyal, has 
urged the textiles industry 
to focus on quality prod-
ucts to meet the demands 
of the global market, and 
called for proactive steps 
to ensure that weavers and 
craftsmen get better prices 
for their products. 

He called for proactive 
action including better de-
signs, higher quality, pack-
aging and marketing to en-
sure weavers fetch better 
prices for their products in 
the international market. 
He said this while interact-
ing with the stakeholders 
of handloom, handicrafts 
and textiles industry at 
Deendayal Hastkala in Va-
ranasi.

The Minister inspected 
the Trade Facilitation Cen-
ter set up for weavers and 
craftsmen of Varanasi. He 
expressed satisfaction over 
the facilities available at 
the centre and said tourists 
coming to the city should 
be told about this facility 
so that they visit and shop 
from here, benefitting the 
weavers of Varanasi.

Shri Goyal highlighted 
that Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi is very 

dedicated to the cause of 
improving the condition 
of the weavers and crafts-

men of the country. He 
added, Prime Minister 
Modi believes that India’s 
diversity is reflected in the 
handloom. In line with 
the vision of the PM, tex-
tile parks are being set up 
across the country.

The minister stressed 
on the need to further im-
prove the textile industry, 
adding that it requires 
developing a culture of 

‘Quality’. India will realise 

its dream of becoming a 
developed country only 
when there is a change in 
our thought process. He 
emphasised on optimis-
ing the marketing chain 
to ensure greater benefits 
to craftsmen and weavers. 
He also appealed to people 
to spend 5 % of the travel 
budget on buying domes-
tically produced goods to 
support our weavers and 
craftsmen.

textiles

science & tech

Piyush goyal interacts with 
stakeholders oF textiles 
industry in Varanasi

lg oF J&k manoJ sinha says, the ut has the 
Potential oF becoming among the toPmost 
states/uts because oF its young talents 
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  Goyal calls for proactive steps to ensure better 
prices for weavers

  Minister urges textiles industry to focus on high-
quality products, develop culture of quality

  People should spend 5% of travel budget on lo-
cal goods to support weavers and craftsmen- Shri 
Goyal

Jammu and Kashmir which 
at present is among the top-
most Union Territories (UT) 
in startups has the potential 
of becoming among the top-
most in states and Union 
Territories in the area be-
cause of its young talents, 
said Manoj Sinha, Lieuten-
ant Governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir at the valedic-
tory session of the three day 
Kashmir Expo that ended 
today. 

He emphasized that the 
ecosystem of innovation 
has become stronger in the 
country over the last few 
years under the leadership 
of the Prime Minister and 
India has made its position 
globally in the startup are-
na. This, he said was largely 
because an environment 
has been created through 
adequate support for the 
startups at every stage and 
also facilities provided for 
revival of failure.
“Lakhs of youth are gener-
ating their own income and 
also getting jobs because of 
the boost to startups and 
they are the present and the 
future of the world. How-
ever, for the long-term suc-
cess young entrepreneurs 
will have to understand that 
innovation and startups 
are about people and soci-
ety rather than only about 
ideas,” he added.

The expo was organized 
under the aegis of the De-
partment of Science and 
Technology (DST), Govern-
ment of India in association 
with National Innovation 
Foundation-India (NIF). In 
this three-day exhibition, 
around 50 young innova-
tors in various fields from 
Jammu and Kashmir as also 

from other parts of India 
displayed their products, 
technology, and services.
“The paradise of the world 
as Kashmir is called, can 
one day become the para-
dise of startups,” said 
Secretary Department of 
Bio-Technology (DBT), Gov-
ernment of India Dr Rajesh 
S Gokhale emphasizing the 
importance of bio resources 
of J&K in the startup move-
ment. He also said that bio-
manufacturing could be-
come a very important part 
of the startup movement in 
the state.

Secretary, Science and En-

gineering Research Board 
(SERB) and Senior Advisor, 
Department of Science and 
Technology (DST), Dr Akh-
ilesh Gupta highlighted that 
while most of the countries 
seem to follow an innova-
tion trend that is propor-
tional to the development 
levels, India seems to have 
evolved as an exception fol-
lowing an innovation led 
growth trajectory. 

Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Saurabh Bhagat 
elaborated on the efforts by 
the state to support startups 

and innovators in the state. 
He also said that the Gov-
ernment of India has sup-
ported setting up of biotech 
parks and innovation hubs 
in the state.

The three-day event, 
which is the first-ever start-
up expo organized in Kash-
mir valley, was attended 
by a large number of Vice 
Chancellors, educators, en-
trepreneurs, government 
officials, scientists, and 
other stakeholders and this 
can go a long way to encour-
age youth towards a vibrant 
startup culture in the Union 
Territory (UT).

The prices of all major com-
modities in the country are 
being closely monitored by 
the Government in wake 
of the present geo-political 
scenario and other reasons 
including extreme weather 
conditions around the world.  
Major economies have been 
adversely affected  due to 
above conditions. In India, 
price of essential commodi-
ties, especially edible oils 
have reported a decline in 
October, 2022 this year com-
pared to previous years.

The decline in prices is 
due to a series of proactive 
and pre-emptive measures 
taken by the Government 
to augment domestic avail-
ability and stabilize prices 
of essential food commodi-
ties. A Committee is in place 
in the Department of Food & 
Public Distribution and re-
views the prices of all major 
commodities which recom-
mends appropriate timely 
measures  to keep a tab on 
the prices and at the same 
time also   keep  the interest 
of the farmers, industries 
and consumers in view.

Various measures like 
reduction in import duties 
and cess on pulses, ratio-
nalization of tariff, imposi-
tion of stock limits on ed-
ible oils and oilseeds, buffer 

stock maintenance of onion 
and pulses have all helped 
in restraining the soaring 
commodity prices due to 
pandemic induced, supply 
demand imbalances.

Presently, the edible oil 
prices in the international 
market are witnessing a firm 
situation. Due to consistent 
monitoring and series of 
interactions with the edible 
oil industry, the government 
has ensured that the benefit 
of the previously declined 
prices in the international 
prices of edible oil is being 
passed on to the consumers.

As per the  Edible oil in-
dustry sources and current 
data,   the global prices of dif-
ferent edible oils have fallen 
by USD 200-300 per ton in 
the last two months . This 
decline has  started to reflect 
in the retail markets . The 
retail prices of edible oils  
are expected to come down 
further in the coming days.

In last three months, all In-
dia Average Domestic Retail 
prices of Refined Sunflower 
Oil had decreased to Rs. 
170/kg from Rs. 181/kg, in 
case of Vanaspati prices de-
creased from Rs. 154/Kg to 
Rs. 146/Kg and for Refined  
Soyabean from Rs. 157/Kg 
to Rs. 154/Kg. Mustard Oil 
Prices decreased from Rs. 
173/Kg to Rs. 170/Kg. All In-
dia Average Domestic Retail 

prices of RBD Palmolein has 
decreased to Rs. 119/Kg from 
Rs. 138/Kg.

The reduction in oil prices 
came as a result of Central 
Government’s decision to 
reduce  the import duty on 
edible oils making them 
cheaper.  The industry has 
been asked to ensure that 
the complete benefit of the 
reduced duty is passed on 
to the consumers invariably.

All India retail prices of 
RBD Palmolein, Refined 
Soyabean Oil, Refined Sun-
flower Oil, Mustard Oil and 
Vanaspati decreased by 26%, 
9%, 12%, 9% and 11% during 
last 6 months.

The Government’s timely 
intervention in curbing the 
mounting export of Wheat 
and Sugar through export 
regulations has insulated 
the prices of these commodi-
ties from increase in contrast 
to the prices prevailing in 
the global market. Whole-
sale prices of wheat in the 
domestic mandis have de-
clined and the Wheat prices 
in the Country stabilized as 
the Central Government’s 
series of policy interventions 
on the export of foodgrains.

If the commodity-price 
moderation seen in recent 
weeks continues, along with 
an easing of supply-chain 
pressures, then there will 
be more relief for consumers.
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Edible oils register a sharp decline in prices

Prime Minister’s ‘neighbourhood first’ policy helping 
to build the capacity of civil servants of Maldives in 
good governance and public service delivery

Prime Minister  Narendra Modi, during his 
visit to Maldives in June, 2019, had emphasized 
India’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy and 
assured India’s full support to Maldives in 
realizing its aspirations for broad-based socio-
economic development and strengthening of 
democratic and independent institutions. 



One police officer has been 
killed and another injured 
in a stabbing attack in Brus-
sels. A police patrol was at-
tacked by a person with a 
knife on Thursday night. 
According to the prosecu-
tor’s spokesperson, the at-
tacker has been shot in the leg. 
The Belgian Prosecutor’s 
spokesperson Eric Van Duyse 
said that the attack is “suspect-
ed to be terror-related” and it 
needs to be confirmed by an 
inquiry. Van Duyse further 
said that the attack took place 
at around 7:30 pm (local time) 
at Rue d’Aerschot in Schaer-
beek municipality of Brussels. 

“It is suspected to be ter-
ror-related. It has naturally 
to be confirmed by the in-
quiry,” Eric Van Duyse said.. 
Furthermore, prosecutor’s 
spokesperson Eric Van Der 
Sypt said that the attacker was 
shot in the leg. The attacker 
has been taken to the hospital. 
The North Brussels police 
force spokesperson said that 
a police patrol was attacked 
by a person with a knife on 
Thursday and other police-
men came as backup and 

used their guns to shoot the 
attacker. The spokesperson 
further said that the injured 
were taken to the hospital 
for treatment. According to 
him the first investigative du-
ties were being conducted. 
“Other policemen came 
as backup and use their 
guns to shoot the attacker 
as to control the person,” a 
spokesperson of the North 
Brussels police force said. 
“The injured were brought to 
the hospital. The first inves-
tigative duties are ongoing,” 
the spokesperson added. 
Following the attack on the 
police officer, Belgium Prime 
Minister Alexander De Croo 
offered condolences to his 
family and friends. Tak-
ing to his Twitter handle, 
he also hoped for the re-
covery of another police of-

ficer who was undergoing 
treatment in the hospital. 
Alexander De Croo tweeted, 
“Our police officers risk life 
and limb every day to keep 
our society safe. Unfortunate-
ly, that is once again apparent 
today. 

My thoughts go out to the 
family and friends of the 
deceased officer. I sincerely 
hope that his colleague in 
the hospital will be okay.” 
Calling violence “unaccept-
able,” Belgian Interior Min-
ister Annelies Verlinden 
expressed condolences and 
described the incident as 
“terrible.” Verlinden stated 
that she follows the situation 
closely and is in contact with 
local authorities and police. 
Annelies Verlinden tweeted, 
“What a terrible drama. This 
event breaks my heart. 
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US MID-TERM POLLS

Indian-American 
lawmakers elected to 
House of Representatives

Apparently, five Indian-
American lawmakers 
clinched victory during 
the US mid-term elections 
and were elected to the US 
House of Representatives. 
T h e  f iv e  l a w m a k-
ers who were elected 
from the ruling Demo-
crat Party, include Raja 
Krishnamoorthi,  Ro 
Khanna, Pramila Jay-
apal and Ami Bera. The Washington Post newspa-
per on Friday said that Indian-Americans can play an 
important role in some of the tightly contested races. 
“Ahead of mid-term elections that could be decided by ra-
zor-thin margins, Democrats are hoping to capitalise on 
some of the optimism felt by Indian Americans, a grow-
ing and increasingly vital bloc of voters,” the daily wrote. 
Ro Khanna (Democratic Party) is a member of the 
U.S. House, representing California’s 17th Congres-
sional District. He assumed office on January 3, 2017, 
and his current term will be ending on January 3, 2023. 
He ran for re-election to the U.S. House to represent California’s 
17th Congressional District. 

He won the general election on November 8, 2022. Califor-
nia’s 17th Congressional District is located in Silicon Valley. 
Khanna defeated his opponent from the Republican party, Ritesh 
Tandon by a comfortable margin as he garnered close to 70% votes. 
Pramila Jayapal, the only Indian-American woman 
lawmaker in the House of Representatives expressed 
her gratitude to the people after winning the elections. 

Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif 
on Friday blamed 

Imran Khan for ruin-
ing the country through 
agitations (long march). 
Shehbaz, who is on a visit to 
the UK said that defeat is for 
those who are participating in 
long march.

Briefly speaking to the me-
dia after holding a third round 
of talks with Pakistan Muslim 
League-N (Nawaz) supremo 
Nawaz Sharif, Shehbaz said 
that Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaaf (PTI) chief Imran 
Khan wants to ruin Pakistan 
but this will not happen. 
“Defeat is the destiny of 
those who are doing the long 
march,” said the premier. 
“Let’s pray for the better of 

Pakistan. Let’s pray to Allah 
for guidance on putting Paki-
stan on the right path. Paki-
stan is in great difficulty,” said 
Nawaz Sharif, reports  said

. 
Nawaz said the rule of mobs 
will not be tolerated. “We 
have never listened to the 
dictation of mobs before 
and will not do so now.” 
He confirmed to earlier in 
the day that he has received 

the diplomatic passport 
from the Pakistan govern-
ment. “I have had this pass-
port for a few days now.” 
A Sharif family member also 
confirmed that Nawaz’s pass-
port has arrived in London. 
Meanwhile, PML-N Vice-
President Maryam Nawaz 
condemned the PTI’s long 
march, saying that the ordi-
nary people were in great dif-
ficulty due to the long march. 

“People are stuck and facing 
difficulties. 

This is bad,” reports said. 
Both Nawaz nor PM She-
hbaz answered questions 
about the appointment 
of the next army chief. 
Earlier, Nawaz resolved not 
to come under PTI’s pres-
sure, especially on their key 
demand of early elections. 
Nawaz told PM Shehbaz to 
“continue doing his best to 
take Pakistan out of the eco-
nomic crisis and not succumb 
to any kind of pressure”. 
The Sharif brothers re-
solved that the elections will 
be held on time and PTI 
chief ’s planned march on 
Islamabad will be dealt with 
legally, shared the source. 
Shehbaz Sharif is likely to 
leave for Pakistan on Friday. 
As the PTI resumed its long 
march from Wazirabad, 

where PTI Chairman Im-
ran Khan came under attack 
on November 3, the former 
prime minister addressed the 
marchers and told them that 
the march would not stop now. 
PTI workers have been con-
tinuously holding protests at 
Islamabad’s M2 Motorway 
for the fourth day, causing 
trouble to the commuters. 
Geo News reported that 
around 150 PTI work-
ers were participating in 
the protest, which caused 
long queues of vehicles. 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if Thursday announced Rs 5 
million each for the fatal vic-
tim of the PTI’s long march to 
support the bereaved families. 
Three of the four victims lost 
their lives after they were run 
over by PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan’s container and one 
in the Wazirabad shooting. 

HELD  ACCOUNTABLE

PAK PM ACCUSES IMRAN KHAN OF 
RUINING PAK THROUGH AGITATION
TDG NETWORK
LONDON

Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif blames Imran Khan for the agitation.

Security tightened after the  stabbing on the Police.Former Pakistan  PM Imran Khan

American Congressman Ro Khanna

In the wake of rising Covid 
cases and challenges faced in 
containment, the residents of 
Chongqing are being asked 
to limit their movements. 
While the residents in 11 
central urban districts in 
Chongqing are being urged 
not to leave their regions. 

Also, those from outside 
are being asked not to come 
in unless really necessary, 
said Deputy Director of the 
Chongqing Health Com-
mission, Li Pan. Chongqing 
had reported 123 new local 

confirmed Covid19 cases 
and 633 asymptomatic carri-
ers in the recent outbreak till 
Wednesday; the China Daily 
further cited the commission. 
As of Wednesday, Chongq-
ing had reported 123 new 
local confirmed Covid-19 
cases and 633 asymptom-
atic carriers in the recent out-
break, the commission said. 
Also, as of Tuesday, 1,109 
confirmed cases had been 
reported. They were linked 
to a transmission chain 
in the Shapingba district 
starting on November 1. 
It has touched the city’s 
29 districts and counties. 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf 
chief Imran Khan on Fri-
day called out to the party 
workers for ending the 
road blockade as the Haqe-
eqi Azadi march resumed. 
Taking to his Twitter, former 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
said “As our Long March for 
Haqeeqi Azadi has resumed 
once again, I am calling on 
all our workers to end their 
road blockades with imme-
diate effect. 

Earlier on Thursday, PTI 
resumed its march to the 
capital after a protest pro-
cession was interrupted 
last week, following an 
assassination bid on the 
party leader Imran Khan. 
“The journey of real Azadi 

March has started again 
from Wazirabad. Our com-
mitment is firm and our spir-
its are high. The hard work 
of our soldiers and the sacri-
fice of our martyrs will defi-
nitely pay off. Come on, guys! 
Inshallah Chairman Imran 
Khan himself will lead this 
convoy from Rawalpindi,” 
former Pakistan Foreign 
Minister Qureshi tweeted 

Thousands of opposi-
tion supporters gathered 
in the city of Wazirabad 
in the province of Punjab 
ahead of the protest march. 
Qureshi, the former for-
eign minister, addressed 
the crowd, promising that 
Imran Khan would take 
over as the leader of the 
march from Rawalpindi, 
the twin city of Islamabad. 

COVID -19

COMMAND

CHINA ASKS CHONGQING 
RESIDENTS TO LIMIT MOVEMENTS 
AMID RISING COVID CASES

IMRAN KHAN CALLS OUT PARTY 
WORKERS TO END BLOCKADE

STABBING

COP KILLED, ANOTHER INJURED, 
SUSPECT SHOT IN BRUSSELS

HUMANITARIAN AID

US announces $400 million assistance 
for Ukraine, day after Russia ordered 
withdrawal from Kherson

A day after Russia ordered the 
withdrawal of its troops from 
the city of Kherson amid the 
ensuing battle between Rus-
sia and Ukraine, the US on 
Thursday announced the au-
thorization of a Presidential 
Drawdown of security assis-
tance, worth of $400 million 
for Ukraine.
 Jake Sullivan, the White 
House national security 
adviser, said the package 
includes “important air de-
fense contributions” such as 
missiles for Hawk air defense 
systems as well as US Avenger 
air defense systems that come 
equipped with Stinger mis-
siles. Other than it, the pack-
age also includes, ammunition 
for the High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket System, 21,000 155 
mm artillery rounds, 500 pre-
cision-guided 155 mm artillery 
rounds, 10,000 120 mm mor-
tar rounds, 100 High Mobil-
ity Multipurpose Wheeled 
Vehicles, or Humvees, 400 
grenade launchers, small 
arms, optics and more than 2 

Cr rounds of small arms am-
munition, demolition equip-
ment for obstacle clearing, 
Cold weather protective gear, 
the statement further stated. 
Sullivan also said the US 
has detected some signs that 
Russian forces may be plan-
ning to withdraw from the 
Ukraine city of Kherson. 
The announcement by the 
US came just a day after 
Russia ordered withdrawal 
of troops from the crucial 
city of Kherson, which also 
happened to be the only city 
Russia was able to capture 
since February’s invasion. 
The order came at a meet-
ing in Moscow between 
Defense Minister Sergei 
Shoigu and the commander 

of Russian forces in Ukraine, 
General Sergei Surovikin, as 
the Ukrainian forces were 
making further advances 
towards Kherson city from 
two directions reports said. 
Earlier on Wednesday, the 
European Commission on 
proposed an unprecedented 
support package for Ukraine 
of up to EUR18 billion for 
2023. This will come in the 
form of highly concessional 
loans, disbursed in regu-
lar instalments as of 2023. 
This stable, regular and pre-
dictable financial assistance 
- averaging EUR1.5 billion 
per month - will help cover a 
significant part of Ukraine’s 
short-term funding needs for 
2023.

DEFENCE

PROTECTION OF OVERSEAS CHINESE NATIONALS, 
BRI PROJECTS BECOME TOP PRIORITY OF CHINA

Amid growing negative pub-
lic perception about Chinese 
investments and attacks on 
Chinese nationals, as well 
as, on Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) projects, safety 
and security has become 
the top agenda of Beijing. 
China is mulling the idea of 
deploying security firms to 
protect overseas Chinese 
nationals and BRI projects, 
reported The HK Post. 

Xi Jinping gave a broad 
hint towards this during 
the just concluded 20th Na-
tional Congress of the CCP. 
Involving billions of US dol-
lars worth of investments, 
BRI projects are facing 
threats of sabotage from ter-
rorists and disgruntled ele-
ments in several countries. 
“We will strengthen our ca-
pacity to ensure overseas 
security and protect the 
lawful rights and interests 
of Chinese citizens and legal 
entities overseas,” the Chi-
nese President said during 
the 20th National Congress. 

The statement clearly 
spells out China’s desire 
to strengthen the security 
around BRI projects and 
people involved with them 
in Pakistan, Myanmar, Sri 
Lanka, Nigeria, South Sudan, 
and Libya in view of increas-
ing attacks on them by terror-
ists and disgruntled forces. 
Though no official statement 
has been issued on how se-
curity around BRI projects 
spread in different corners of 
the world will be beefed up, 
the report maintains that pri-
vate security firms will play 
a much more significant role 
in “protecting assets related 
to China’s ambitious BRI.” 

In China, as many as 5000 
security firms, employ-
ing more than 4 million 
personnel are registered 
with the government. 
According to the research 
institute, about 20 security 
firms are licensed to operate 
overseas. Since the deploy-
ment of PLA soldiers or 
serving police personnel in 
foreign countries are fraught 
with diplomatic rows, pri-
vate security firms are “well-
positioned tools” for China 
to project power abroad, the 
Centre for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies, a Washing-
ton-based think tank said in 
its study in January this year. 

On February 14, as per Myan-
mar’s The Irrawaddy, a news 
outlet, a Chinese oil and gas 
pipeline facility in central 
Myanmar was damaged in an 
attack by the People’s Defence 
Force (PDF), civilian milia 
opposed to the military junta. 
Moreover, the Chinese gov-
ernment’s support for the 
military coup in Myanmar, 
prioritizing its own strate-
gic interests over the well-
being of the people of the 
Southeast Asian country, 
has made Beijing highly 
unpopular among people, 
reported The HK Post. 
In March 2021, 32 Chinese-
run factories were set on 
fire in an industrial suburb 
of Yangon, Myanmar’s larg-
est city. Under the ambitious 
BRI, Beijing is establish-
ing the China-Myanmar 
Economic Corridor in the 
Southeast Asian country. 
Similarly, Pakistan’s 62 bil-
lion China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor is meeting 
with one after other hurdles 
in the smooth execution of 
projects due to attacks from 
terrorists and insurgents.

Chinese President Xi Jinping.

TOP OF THE DAY

INDIAN-ORIGIN 
SIKH WOMAN 
ELECTED TO 
CALIFORNIA 
ASSEMBLY
NEW YORK : A family 
physician from Bakers-
field, Jasmeet Kaur Bains, 
made history by becom-
ing the first Sikh woman 
of Indian ancestry to be 
elected to the California 
Assembly. Bains gained 
an early lead over Leticia 
Perez in a Democratic-
vs.-Democrat race for the 
35th Assembly District 
in Kern County. Accord-
ing to the Kern County 
Election Results website, 
Bains had 10,827 votes, 
or 58.9% of the vote, on 
Wednesday, while Perez 
fell well behind with 7,555 
votes, or 41.1%. She is a 
medical director at Bak-
erfield Recovery Services, 
a non-profit that treats 
adults sufferinfg from 
addiction.

TALIBAN 
OFFICIAL: WOMEN 
BANNED FROM 
AFGHANISTAN’S 
GYMS
KABUL: A Taliban official 
claims that the Taliban 
has outlawed women 
from using gyms in 
Afghanistan. This is the 
latest order the Taliban 
has issued since assum-
ing power more than 
a year ago, restricting 
women’s liberties and 
rights. The Taliban has 
prohibited girls from at-
tending middle and high 
school, barred them from 
most professions, and 
mandated that they dress 
head to toe in public, de-
spite initial assurances to 
the contrary. The gender 
segregation orders were 
being disregarded, ac-
cording to a spokesman 
for the Ministry of Vice 
and Virtue, and women 
were not donning the re-
quired headscarf, or hijab.  

TWITTER CHIEF 
SECURITY OFFICER 
LEA KISSNER STEP 
DOWN
SAN FRANCISCO: Sev-
eral Twitter executives 
are said to have resigned. 
TechCrunch reported 
that Chief Privacy Of-
ficer Damien Kieran and 
Chief Compliance Officer 
Marianne Fogarty have 
both made the decision 
to leave Twitter, citing 
sources and statements 
on the company’s internal 
channels following the 
acquisition by Elon Musk. 
Lea Kissner, the head of 
information security at 
Twitter, tweeted to an-
nounce his resignation 
from the company. Kiss-
ner joined Twitter in 2021 
as the head of privacy 
engineering. This year, he 
was elevated to the posi-
tion of chief information 
security officer. According 
to the report, the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) 
has various issues 
regarding the recent 
resignations and Chief 
Compliance Officer Mari-
anne Fogarty’s decision 
to leave Twitter, citing 
sources and statements 
on the company’s internal 
channels following the 
acquisition by Elon Musk. 
Lea Kissner, tweeted to 
announce his resignation 
from the company. Kiss-
ner joined Twitter in 2021 
as the head of privacy 
engineering. This year, he 
was elevated to the posi-
tion of chief information 
security officer. 
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IMPRISONMENT

World population to reach 
8 Billion on 15 November, 
says UN report

RESIDENTS OF MAIDAN WARDAN PROVINCE 
IN AFGHANISTAN RECEIVE AID FROM UN

TIBETAN MONK OPPOSED TO CCP RULE DIES AFTER YEARS 
OF ILL HEALTH FOLLOWING RELEASE FROM PRISON

Two people were arrested 
and one child was res-
cued from kidnapper’s 
captivity in Afghanistan, 
said Taliban officials. 
Ta l ib a n  i n f o r m e d  o n 
Thursday that the busi-
nessman’s son who had 
been abducted from the 
Kohistan region of Kapisa 
province has been released. 

Taliban further said 
two arrests have been 
made in connection with 
the case in the Kohistan 
area of Kapisa province. 
The child was abducted 
from the Jamal  Agha 
neighbourhood, which is 
in Kohistan’s Hessa Do-
wom region, according to 
an update from the Tali-
ban Ministry of Interior 
Affairs.

Incidents of kidnap-
ping and extortion on 
this scale have recently 
grown in Kabul and a 
few other provinces, after 
which hefty ransoms are 
demanded for the free-
dom of the kidnapped, 
according to the reports. 
According to the reports 
that are currently avail-

able, kidnapping and ex-
tortion on this scale have 
recently grown in Kabul 
and a few other prov-
inces, demanding hefty 
ransoms for the free-
dom of those kidnapped. 
Since the Taliban seized 
power in Kabul last year, 
the human rights situ-
ation has been exacer-
bated by a nationwide 
economic, financial and 
humanitarian crisis of 
unprecedented scale. 
The Taliban dismantled 
the system to respond to 
gender-based violence, 
created new barriers to 
women accessing health 
care, blocked women’s 
aid workers from doing 
their jobs, and attacked 
women’s rights protesters. 
With the US troops’ with-
drawal from the country, 
large-scale violence has 
been unleashed creating 
political uncertainty in dif-
ferent parts of the country. 
At least 59 per cent of the 
population is now in need 
of humanitarian assistance 
- an increase of 6 million 
people compared with the 
beginning of 2021, accord-
ing to UNAMA.

LIBERATION

Kidnapped child rescued 
from captivity, two arrested 
in Afghanistan

Liz Truss’ short-lived govern-
ment’s former finance min-
ister in Britain claimed in an 
interview on Thursday that 
he had advised the former 
premier to “slow down” the 
tax cuts that caused economic 
unrest and ultimately led to 
her resignation.

After Liz Truss succeeded 
Boris Johnson, Kwasi Kwart-
eng was appointed finance 
minister. Late in September, 
with the UK experiencing 
inflation of more than 10%, 
Kwasi Kwarteng announced a 
number of unfunded tax cuts.

His “mini-budget” sparked a 
market panic, drove the pound 
to an all-time low, and prompt-
ed warnings from the central 
bank and the IMF. Truss, who 
ran on an economic platform 
and was elected by the Conser-
vative rank-and-file to office 
after Johnson’s resignation, 
sacked Kwarteng in the middle 

of October. “ I think the prime 
minister was very much of the 
view that we needed to move 
things fast. But I think it was 
too quick,” he said on Talk 
TV in his first interview since 
his dismissal, which aired 
Thursday night. “After the 
mini-budget, we were going 
at breakneck speed, and I said, 
you know, we should slow 
down, slow down,” Kwarteng 
said.She said, “Well, I’ve only 
got two years,” and I said, ‘You 
will have two months if you 
carry on like this’. And that is, 
I’m afraid, what happened.”

Kwarteng said he told Truss 
it was “mad” to fire him be-
cause “if chancellors are 
sacked by the prime minis-
ter for doing what the prime 
minister campaigned on, that 
leaves the prime minister in 
a very weak position.”But “I 
think she genuinely thought 
that that was the right thing 
to buy her more time to set 
her premiership on the right 
path,” he said. He did not apol-
ogise, but he did acknowledge 
that he was “responsible” for 
the disruption that the budget 
releases caused.

INSTRUCTION

Britain’s ex-finance 
minister advised Liz Truss 
to ‘slow down’ tax cuts

REVOLT

ARCHER SUPPORTS ANTI-HIJAB 
PROTESTS, REMOVES HEAD-SCARF
TDG NETWORK 
DUBAI

An Iranian athlete, 
archer Pramida 
Ghasemi, removed 

her headscarf in support of 
nation-wide anti-hijab pro-
tests in Iran. The unrest in 
the country erupted follow-
ing the death of 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini. 

She was reportedly killed 
in September while she was 
in police Police Custody.The 
video of the incident where 
Pramida Ghasemi took off 
her headscarf on the stage 
at an event was shared on 
Twitter by Masih Alinejad, 

an Iranian journalist.
“Leader of the Islamic 

Republic,” Ali Khamenei 
said, “keeping the hijab is 
more important than win-

ning medals for female ath-
letes.” Parmida Ghassemi, 
a prolific athlete, removes 
her hijab in front of officials 
during the award ceremony. 

“Another humiliation for 
the Iranian regime, Mahsa 
Amini.” After the video 
went viral on social media, 
the athlete is being hailed 
for her “courage” to confront 
the current set of rules and 
support anti-hijab protests.

Since Amini’s death in 
mid-September, the Islamic 
republic has been engulfed 
in a whirlwind of instability. 
Amini was detained by the 
authorities on September 17 
for “not wearing her hijab 
properly.” What began as 
a protest has evolved into a 
national uprising as people 
challenge such regressive 
laws that have become com-

monplace in society and are 
frequently used to damage 
women’s rights.

The brutal crackdown by 
the state on what is being 
hailed as one of the larg-
est protests in the country 
since the Islamic revolution 
of 1979 has drawn increas-
ing attention from around 
the world. 

According to Reuters, 
citing an internal news 
agency, over 280 protest-
ers had been killed in the 
crackdown as of November 
3; however, despite repeated 
warnings from the Iranian 
government, people have 
continued to demonstrate. 
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The world’s population is ex-
pected to hit eight billion by 
November 15, according to 
the UN.

India will overtake China as 
the world’s most populated 
country in 2023, according to 
a report. The projection was 
made public in the UN World 
Population Prospects 2022 
report, which was released 
on July 11 this year on World 
Population Day. However, it is 
now gaining popularity as the 
projected deadline approach-
es. The agency also stated that 
global population growth fell 
below one percent in 2020 
for the first time since 1950.

According to the report, 
just eight nations—Congo, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Nige-
ria, Pakistan, the Philippines, 
and Tanzania—will account 
for more than half of the pro-
jected population growth up 
to 2050. According to the 
most recent UN predictions, 
the world’s population might 
reach 8.5 billion people in 
2030, 9.7 billion in 2050, 
peak at 10.4 billion in 2080, 

and remain at that level until 
2100.

As a result of recent fertility 
drops, the majority of sub-
Saharan African countries, 
as well as some areas of Asia, 
Latin America, and the Ca-
ribbean, have seen a “demo-
graphic dividend”.

This rise in the proportion 
of people in working age 
(between 25 and 64) offers 
a chance for per capita eco-
nomic growth to accelerate.

“This is an occasion to cel-
ebrate our diversity, recog-
nise our common humanity, 
and marvel at advancements 

in health that have extended 
lifespans and dramatically 
reduced maternal and child

mortality rates”, UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres is quoted as saying 
in the report. The role of sus-
tainability and sustainable 
goals were also discussed by 
the UN Secretary

General. At the same time, 
he continued “It is a mo-
ment to reflect on where we 
still fall short of our commit-
ments to one another and a 
reminder of our shared re-
sponsibility to care for our 
planet.”

As Afghans continue to suf-
fer under the Taliban’s atro-
cious regime, the United 
Nations Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (UNOCHA) has pro-
vided cash assistance to 1,350 
families in Maidan Wardak 
province of Afghanistan. 
The humaAs Afghans con-
tinue to suffer under the 
Taliban’s atrocious regime, 
the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs (UNOCHA) 
has provided cash assis-
tance to 1,350 families in 
Maidan Wardak province 
of Afghanistan. Sayedabad 
district of Maidan Wardak 
province who were living 
under harsh conditions due 
to Afghanistan’s reeling eco-
nomic crisis, reported news 
agency. 

Citing the provincial Ag-
riculture Department, local 
media reported that 1,350 
families were provided 
cash assistance against 
work in the Sayedabad 
district, and the scheme 
will continue for 90 days. 
More than 24.4 million 
people are in need of hu-
manitarian aid in Afghani-

stan--an increase from 18.4 
million in 2021, said a report 
by the US Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction (SIGAR). 
The report states that the 
Taliban takeover of the 
country and the resulting 
cut in international assis-
tance has led to a worsen-
ing humanitarian crisis. 
70 per cent of the Af-
ghans are unable to pro-
vide for their basic needs, 
SIGAR said in a report 
t o  t h e  U S  C o n g r e s s . 
“Some 70 per cent of house-
holds reported being unable 
to cover basic food and non-
food needs, reflecting the im-
pact of the decline in house-
hold incomes,” according 

to the study, citing US 
State Department figures. 
The report adds that peo-
ple selling their kidneys 
as evidence of how dire 
the situation has become. 
Since the Taliban seized 
power in Kabul last year, the 
human rights situation has 
been exacerbated by a na-
tionwide economic, finan-
cial and humanitarian cri-
sis of unprecedented scale. 
The Taliban dismantled the 
system to respond to gen-
der-based violence, created 
new barriers to women ac-
cessing health care, blocked 
women’s aid workers from 
doing their jobs, and at-
tacked women’s rights pro-
testers.

A Tibetan monk impris-
oned for six years for op-
posing Chinese rule in 
Tibet has passed away. 
Geshe Tenzin Palsang died 
after suffering from failing 
health following his release 
from prison in 2018,, reports 
said . 

He was a resident of Draggo 
county in Sichuan’s Kardze 
(Ganzi) Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefecture and passed away 
in September after his health 
condition suddenly turned 
worse, Washington-based 
media outlet RFA reported 
citing a source inside Tibet. 
The source, who spoke on 
the condition of anonym-
ity for security reasons, 
said Geshe Tenzin Pal-
sang’s condition turned 
worse due to the “torture in 
prison and lack of medical 
care” following his release. 
“This was due to the torture 

he suffered in prison and 
lack of medical care and lack 
of medical care after his re-
lease,”  a source confirmed.  
  Palsang, a monk at Draggo 
monastery, was detained on 
April 2, 2012, on charges of 
organizing a demonstration 
challenging China’s rule. He 
briefly disappeared until he 
was sentenced to six years 
in prison for his alleged 
participation in the pro-
test, the report cited source. 
The report cited the source 
as saying that Chinese au-
thorities constantly ha-
rassed and surveil led 

him even after his release 
from prison in April 2018. 
Speaking to media , a Tibetan 
living in exile said that Geshe 
Tenzin Palsang in 2012 open-
ly urged Chinese authorities 
to put an end to their “re-
pressive policies in Tibet and 
their genocide and persecu-
tion of the Tibetan people.” 
The source, who spoke 
anonymously to protect his 
contacts in Tibet, claimed 
that Palsang had called for 
giving the right to freedom of 
speech and religion to Tibet-
ans in Draggo, RFA reported. 
The source further said 
that Geshe Tenzin Pal-
sang’s health condition 
at the time of his release 
from prison was “so se-
vere” that he required 
support for standing up. 
“He also demanded that 
Tibetans in Draggo be giv-
en the right to freedom of 
speech and freedom of reli-
gion,”  the source said. 
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People of Maidan Wardan province receiving aids. 

Geshe Tenzin Palsng

Pople participating in the anti-hijab protests.

Britain’s ex-finance minister Kwasi Kwarteng with Liz Truss.

DEFENCE MANOEUVRE

Eye on China, Japan, US begin 
joint military exercise
The Japanese Self-Defence Forces 
and the US Military on Thursday 
launched a joint military exer-
cise, titled ‘Keen Sword’, to boost 
their operational capabilities snd 
readiness with an eye on China, 
the Kyodo News agency reported. 
This exercise is scheduled to con-
clude on November 19 and involves 
around 26,000 personnel from the 
Japanese ground, maritime and air 
self-defence forces. Also, as many 
as 10,000 US soldiers, including 
those from the elite ‘Space Force’ 
are also involved in this exercise. 
The Japanese defence ministry said 
the exercises will involve respond-
ing to the threat of ballistic missiles 
and operations in new speheres of 
defence such as the outer space and 
cyberspace.

Drills simulating the defence 
of remote islands will be in focus 
on Tokunoshima Island in Ka-
goshima Prefecture, with Japanese 
and U.S. Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft 
deployed there, the ministry said. 
According to Kyodo, the exercise 
comes amid the Chinese mili-
tary’s increasing military activities 
near Taiwan in line with its stated 
goal of reintegrating it with the 

mainland, by force if necessary. 
China’s maritime moves in the 
Indo-Pacific region in the recent 
past has heightened concerns 
in Tokyo and Washington. Chi-
na’s military actions included 
repeated intrusions of its ves-
sels into Japanese territorial wa-
ters near the Senkaku Islands. 
China also asserts its claim over 
the Japanese-controlled, un-
inhabited islands in the East 
China Sea, calling them Diaoyu. 
A total of four warships and two 

aeroplanes from Australia, Can-
ada and Britain will also join the 
drills that are held every two years. 
The ministry said the exercises 
are aimed at strengthening the 
deterrence and response ca-
pabilities of the SDF and US 
forces in dealing with contingen-
cies, as they oppose any unilat-
eral attempts to alter the status 
quo by force, reported Kyodo. 
Meanwhile, in Japan, on Wednes-
day, the multilateral exercise 
‘Malabar 2022’, between the na-

vies of India, Japan, the United 
States and Australia commenced 
with the opening ceremony 
hosted by the Japan Maritime 
Self-Defense Force onboard the 
JS Hyuga at Yokosuka, Japan. 
Rear Admiral Sanjay Bhalla, 
Flag Officer Commanding, East-
ern Fleet, led the Indian del-
egation, including command-
ing officers and the crew of 
INS Shivalik and INS Kamorta. 
“The multilateral Ex #Malabar22 
b/n the navies of India, Japan, 
Australia, and US began today 
with an opening ceremony hosted 
by the #JMSDF onboard JS Hyuga 
at Yokosuka, #Japan. RAdm San-
jay Bhalla #FOCEF led the Indian 
delegation comprising COs & crew 
of #INSShivalik & #INSKamorta 
at the ceremony,” an Indian Navy 
spokesperson said in a tweet. 
The Malabar exercise started in 
1992 as a bilateral naval exercise 
between the navies of India and 
the US. Japan joined the exercise 
in 2015, making it a trilateral ex-
ercise. In 2020, Australia became 
part of the Malabar drills, making 
it a quadrilateral naval exercise. 
India, US, Australia and Japan are 
also part of the Quadrilateral Se-
curity Dialogue (QUAD).

TDG NETWORK
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A man walks by 
an anti-smog 

gun that is being 
used to curb 

the air pollution 
and the dust 

near the under-
construction 
RRTS Station 

at Anand Vihar 
on the Delhi-

Ghaziabad-
Meerut RRTS 

corridor, in New 
Delhi on Friday. 

GAS CHAMBER 

#NATIONALEDUCATIONDAY 

NETIZENS REMEMBER MAULANA 
ABUL KALAM AZAD ON NATIONAL 
EDUCATION DAY  
On the occasion of National Education Day, netizens 
took to Twitter to share the wishes of the day. 
Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge tweeted, ““I am 
part of the indivisible unity that is Indian nationality. I am 
indispensable to this noble edifice and without me this 
splendid structure is incomplete,” says Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad. The contribution of Maulana Azad in nation 
building is ever inspiring.”

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot tweeted, “ On 
#NationalEducationDay, let’s reaffirm our commitment 
towards providing holistic education to youngsters. 
Our commitment should be that no child is deprived of 
education. I also extend greetings to all the teachers, 
who teach & inspire young minds to achieve their best 
in life.” 

Union  minister Dharmendra Pradhan tweeted, "To-
day, we pay homage to an exemplary stalwart and the 
first education minister of India,"

“Of all the 
roles I have 
played 
in my life 
nothing 
comes 
close to that 
of being a 
mom.” 

— PREITY ZINTA

BRAIN-PICKING 

Bollywood actor, for her twins Jai and Gia on the occasion 
of their first birthday.

OUTREACH

‘Avatar 2’ producer's 
special message for India
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI                                       

Ahead of the release of ‘Ava-
tar 2’, the film’s producer, Jon 
Landau, sent out a special 
message for the Indian audi-
ence.

Taking to Twitter, Jon 
wrote, “Namaste India! I 
see you. Your diversity con-
tinues to amaze me. I am so 
excited for you to experience 
#AvatarTheWayOfWater in 
6 languages - English, Hindi, 
Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, 
and Kannada. Let’s celebrate 
the return to Pandora on 16th 
Dec. Please enjoy the Kannada 
trailer.”

Alongside his special mes-
sage, Jon unveiled the film’s 
trailer in Kannada language.

Avatar was released in 
2009 and became the high-
est-grossing film of all time, 
grossing over USD 2.9 billion 
worldwide. The sequels were 
announced by director James 
Cameron in 2011. And finally 
on 16 December, the film’s sec-

ond part is coming out.
‘Avatar: The Way of Wa-

ter’ stars Zoe Saldana, Sam 
Worthington, Sigourney 
Weaver, Stephen Lang, Cliff 
Curtis, Joel David Moore, CCH 
Pounder, Edie Falco, Jemaine 
Clement, and Kate Winslet. It 
is helmed by James Cameron.

Cameron recently revealed 
that it took at least 13 years to 
come up with the screenplay 
for ‘Avatar 2’.

The director said, “When I 
sat down with my writers to 
start ‘Avatar 2,’ I said we can-
not do the next one until we 
understand why the first one 
did so well. We must crack 
the code of what the hell hap-
pened.” 

Jon Landau

Norway Princess Martha Louise. 

TECHNOLOGY 

W ouldn’t you like 
to leap into the 
Sheesh Mahal 

and sit as a courtier watch-
ing Madhubala dancing in 
Mughal-e-Azam? Or scream 
in fright in Rampur on Holi 
as Gabbar and his gang 
are attacking in Sholay? 
Or, as Anthony Gonsalves, 
leap out of the giant egg in 
Amar Akbar Anthony? Or 
maybe, visit Shakal’s island 
in Shaan?!

Or, picture this. A girl is 
running from a terrifying 
Adam-Bhediya (werewolf) 
inside a jungle. She stum-
bles over a tree root, and 
plunges into a deep hole. 
The beast leaps in after her, 
fangs out, snarling. You are 
running along with her 
through this, and you shud-
der as she screams in terror.

Less than 10 months ago, 
on Republic Day ‘22, Daler 
Mehndi captivated the at-
tention of 20 million view-
ers worldwide, in India’s 
first-ever Metaverse Con-
cert.

Metaverse refers to the rise 
of online 3D or virtually in-
tegrated environments that 
provide users access to vir-
tual reality and augmented 
reality experiences. The 
metaverse market size in 
2022 will be $47.48 billion, 

and by 2030 it is predicted 
to reach $678.80 billion. 
Eventually, the metaverse 
will transform the funda-
mental nature of digital me-
dia consumption and social 
interactions.

How does this impact 
the entertainment indus-
try? With the metaverse, 
the future is now. Using 
your virtual self—your 
avatar—you can enjoy 
and experience myriad 
things in the virtual 
world rather than in the 
real world. The meta-
verse will remove physical 
barriers to allow people to 
immerse themselves in a 
360-degree experience, for 
example, live rock concerts, 
undersea journeys, or visit-
ing spaceships without leav-
ing their houses.

For the entertainment in-
dustry, the metaverse holds 
endless possibilities. The fu-
ture of entertainment in the 
metaverse is influenced by 
three key verticals: unlock-
ing individual creativity, 
exploring immersive ex-
periences and storytelling, 
and building new worlds.

As the metaverse develops 
further, new ways to engage 
creativity will surface. In 
the future, interoperability 
of the metaverse will likely 

bring new ways of storytell-
ing. The metaverse will be-
gin to gain popularity over 
physical events because it 
can enable an audience to 
interact with entertainers in 
ways that are not typically 
viable in real life.

With cryptocurrencies 
becoming more accessible 
and possibly getting con-
ditional approvals by vari-
ous governments, cryptos 
like Bitcoin and Ethereum 
could rapidly become the 
currency of choice in the 
Metaverse.  This will bring 
a death knell to film piracy, 
with Bollywood’s metaverse 

content being non-fungible 
tokens, or NFTs, which 

cannot be stolen off the 
internet as the owner-

ship of the content 
is recorded on an 
unhackable virtual 
ledger. Additionally, 
the metaverse will 
offer increasingly 

exciting ways to be 
a virtual content cre-

ator or part of a team of 
enthusiast producers who 

will put together metaverse 
events where traditional 
storytelling and ultra mod-
ern technology will merge. 
Just as the colour of a black-
and-white movie created a 
media revolution, the leap 
into 3D will bring fascinat-
ing dimensions to well-
known stories.

The potential is huge. One 
of the most talked-about 
Metaverse applications is 
building new environments 
with spectacular settings 
and dazzling backdrops for 
any virtual performance, 
without the cost of travel-
ling to the real locations or 
making expensive sets that 

are prone to fires, labour 
union strikes, and weather.

Metaverse avatars are 
going to become another 
key component in creating 
content with likenesses of 
celebrities. Actors will be 
scanned for their meta-av-
atars, which will be copy-
righted. Such avatars will 
be used to ‘act’ without the 
real actors being present. 
The sale of one’s likeness 
for possible use in a meta-
verse project would be a sig-
nificant source of income for 
both actors and producers. 
Imagine a deep-fake like-
ness of a young Dev Anand 
romancing Taapsee Pannu 
in Switzerland, all taking 
place inside a cutting-edge 
Metaverse studio in Marol 
or Andheri.

In the future, interoper-
ability will bring new ways 
for fans to interact with their 
favourite stars. Future users 
will have access to subscrip-
tions or tickets on metaverse 
entertainment and edutech 
platforms based on their 
earning and spending po-
tential. This will also have 

serious drawbacks, and a 
new set of censorship guide-
lines and ‘Meta-policing’ 
will need to be put in place 
to curb anti-social elements 
and the porn industry.

Metaverse can give Bolly-
wood, and the entire Indian 
Film Industry a new-found 
freedom to create stories 
customised to the rapidly 
changing entertainment 
landscape. This isn’t some 
cheap green-screen chroma 
setup, but full-fledged 3D 
immersion into the location 
as if you were there.

Essentially, the metaverse 
will enable like-minded 
creators from across the 
world of entertainment to 
meet up and collaborate on 
events for paying consum-
ers. Metaverse is the future 
of entertainment eliminat-
ing real-world restrictions, 
and allowing like-minded 
people to connect and pro-
duce content in synergy.

Captain D Chatterjee is a me-
dia consultant, ideator, author 
and screenwriter. He can be 
reached at deepamchatterjee@
yahoo.co.in

CHALA METAVERSE BOLLYWOOD BANNE 

A PRINCESS WHO LEFT IT ALL TO PRACTICE 
ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

DUTIES 

Norway’s Princess Martha Louise is 
giving up her royal duties to practise 
alternative medicine.

According to the New York Post, her 
fiance, Durek Verrett, is a self-styled 
shaman. The New York Post quoted 
a BBC report according to which the 
princess’s fiance, Durek, even claimed 
that cancer is a choice. He even claimed 
that he has influenced Hollywood A-
listers such as Gwyneth Paltrow. The 
couple is planning to work together in 
the field of alternative medicine now.

The 51-year-old princess will retain 
her royal title and has only abdicated 
official royal duties.

“The Princess is relinquishing the 
role as royal patron that has set the 
framework of her official duties for 
the Royal House, and will not be rep-
resenting the Royal House at the pres-
ent time,” the palace announced in a 
statement, as per the New York Post.

“The King and Queen wish to thank 
Princess Martha Louise for the impor-
tant work she has carried out in her 

official capacity for several decades. 
She has performed her duties with 
warmth, care, and deep commitment.”

“In accordance with the King’s wish-

es, the Princess will keep her title. The 
Princess will continue to serve as chair 
of the board of Princess Martha Lou-
ise’s Fund,” the statement continued.

The New York Post further reports 
that the princess released her own 
statement on her views on alternative 
medicine, saying that she is “aware 
of the importance of research-based 
knowledge in advances in the health-
related professions,” but also believes 
“that there are components of a good 
life and sound physical and mental 
health that may not be so easy, to sum 
up in a research report.”

“I think for many people, alternative 
methods can be an important supple-
ment to help from the conventional 
medical establishment,” she said in 
the statement.

“A warm hand, an acupuncture nee-
dle, a crystal, natural remedies, yoga, 
meditation, or therapeutic conversa-
tion can, I believe, help to make life bet-
ter for many individuals. Not instead 
of, but in addition to, the treatment 
provided by the health-care system,” 
she added.

TDG NETWORK
OSLO           

FIVE PLACES YOU CAN BREATHE 
CLEAN AIR 
Why do we need a vacation? Maybe to take a break 
from the standard daily routine, which turns out to be 
monotonous or may be for some stress relief along 
with relaxation of our mind. Now is the time to relax 
our lungs, too. We have been a rise in air pollution and 
the adverse repercussions it might bring.  However, 
there are areas in the world with low AQIs, making 
them an excellent travel destination. 

ZURICH, SWITZERLAND (0.51 AQI)
Zurich is known for having pristine air and will 
be the least polluted city in 2021. It is because 
of the city’s stringent policy design to limit car 

emissions, the promotion of cleaner modes of trans-
portation, and the low levels of air pollution. Instead of 
driving, most people in the city take trains, buses, and 
subways. 

HOBART, AUSTRALIA (2.73 AQI)
For twenty years, the city of Hobart has incor-
porated sustainability and the effects of the 
climate into its operations. In order to for-

mulate policies, identify obstacles, and generate pos-
sibilities, it has measured and dramatically decreased 
its energy use and greenhouse gas emissions. 

LAUNCESTON, AUSTRALIA (3.68 AQI)
Due to the Launceston’s steep terrain and 
residents’ accustomed usage of fireplaces 
and hardwood heaters, Launceston saw high 

levels of pollution and smoke in the air. Campaigns for 
community education, the enforcement of environmen-
tal regulations, and a programme to replace wood heat-
ers with electric heaters encouraged the use of electric 
heaters as an alternative. 

HONOLULU, USA (3.68 AQI)
Though Hawaii suffers from air pollution, 
Honolulu is the cleanest city in Hawaii. The 
climatic conditions of the city and its popula-

tion density keep the air clean. Relatively fewer heavy 
industries also contribute to the lesser pollution. 

BERGEN, NORWAY (4.39 AQI)
The Norwegian city of Bergen has beautiful 
blue skies and panoramic views of the sur-
rounding natural beauties. It is a remote city 

without any heavy industries that produce high particle 
pollution and are located in the valleys. However, the 
city’s air quality is at its highest point in recent years, 
thanks to the promotion of electric and zero-emission 
vehicles as well as the ban on wood furnaces.

— SIMRAN SINGH 

DEEPAM CHATTERJEE
SATURDAY READ

Less than 10 months ago, on Republic Day ‘22, Daler Mehndi captivated the attention of 20 million 
viewers worldwide, in India’s first-ever Metaverse Concert.

Metaverse 
can give 

Bollywood, and 
the entire Indian Film 
Industry a new-found 

freedom to create 
stories customised to 
the rapidly changing 

entertainment 
landscape.
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DARE TO DREAM 

WE WOMEN WANT: GlObAl 
WOMEN pARlIAMENTARIANS 
DIScUSS pOWER Of SISTERHOOD 

Beedi worker’s daughter secures MBBS 
seat watching YouTube Videos

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi 

TDG NeTwork
NizamabaD

This week, on “We Women 
Want,” we talk to global 
women parliamentarians 
and members of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
about the power of the sis-
terhood and the difference 
that women parliamentar-
ians can make to the legis-
lative process. Featured on 
the show are interactions 
with Cynthia Lopez Castro, 
MP, Mexico; Andreanne La-
rouche, MP, Canada; Maria 
Joao Costa, Secretary to Sec-
retary General IPU; Veena 
Bhatnagar, MP, Fiji; and As-
sistant Minister of Women 
and Children, Aparajita Sa-

rangi, BJP MP, Orissa and Ex 
IAS officer.

COMMON CONCERN 
The women leaders may be-
long to different parliaments 
across the globe, but what 
came across was a shared 
agenda and a common con-
cern for shared values as 
they discussed the role of 
gender in politics. They also 
gave an interesting insight 
into how priorities for wom-
en differ from those of their 
male counterparts.

WORK LIFE BALANCE 
Interestingly, each was a 
case study by herself of how 
women can neatly work the 
work-life balance, balancing 

both home and the office. In 
fact, they also felt that the 
gender card helped format a 
calmer and more nurturing 
system of governance and 
also asked why this work-life 
question should only arise 
for career women and not 
their male colleagues.

The show was anchored by 
Priya Sahgal, Senior Execu-
tive Editor, ITV Network.

Catch fresh episodes of ‘We 
Women Want’ every Satur-
day at 7:30 PM on NewsX. 
The programme will also 
be streamed live on major 
OTT platforms: DailyHunt, 
Zee5, MX Player, Shema-
rooMe, Watcho, Mzaalo, Jio 
TV, Tata Play, and PayTm 
livestreams.

This year, the govern-
ment of India has 
launched ‘Mission 

Shakti’ for the safety and 
security of women. The 
purpose of Mission Shakti 
is to enable and strengthen 
interventions for women’s 
safety, security, and em-
powerment. There are 
many initiatives that the 
government has tried to de-
ploy in public spaces. There 
are cameras and video 
monitors at traffic signals 
in the city. This helps the 
police book the over-speed-
ing offender. It also helps 
in capturing incidents of 
violence that are meted 
out to women on the roads. 
Despite all of the gender-
sensitive development 
programs, women still feel 
threatened when they are 
alone in public places.

According to NCRB re-
ports, India registered 
31,677 cases of rape in 
2021—an average of 86 dai-
ly—while nearly 49 cases of 
crime against women are 
lodged every single hour.

One has to agree that even 
in 2022, women live in per-
petual fear of rape, moles-
tation, and the glaring in-
equality of not being given 
the right to occupy space 
as men do, unhindered in 
public spaces, since time 
immemorial.

  With  more  women 

joining the workforce, 
safety needs to be addressed 
more aggressively than 
ever before. As a result, it 
is critical to educate boys 
early on in school, while 
also re-educating grown 
men at home on gender 
equality issues.

   This sensitisation also 
needs to be supported 
with the right initiatives 
towards quick redressal of 
complaints, ensuring that 
women don’t feel hu-
miliated or threat-
ened to register 
complaints.

Unfortu-
nately, India’s 
metro cities 
h ave  r e g i s-
t e r e d  c o m -
plaints of gen-
der violence in 
public places. 
An NGO based in 
Delhi called Break-
through did a study on 
the safety of women in In-
dia. It found that 78.4% of 
respondents had been hurt 
in public.

The answers to safety for 
women remain hazy. Some 
women are left with no 
choice but to travel alone 
at night after work. They 
unwillingly sign up for the 
questions that are raised 
about her character while 
risking their safety. Most 
women are aware that so-

ciety 
won’t 

spare a minute to point a 
finger at them.

Single women who work 
at home convince them-
selves that they are not 
afraid. They learn to take 
the risk of working late. It 
is frequently an individual 
decision as to how much 
one can dare to coura-
geously negotiate self-safe-
ty while considering the 

risks of being alone on 
a bus, train compart-
ment, metro, or pave-
ment.

It is always a daunting 
choice, but nonetheless, 

some women have no op-
tion in their lives.

Being in public spaces, 
where they are surrounded 
by more people, is consid-
ered a wise move. There-
fore, women, over time, 
learn to forget their person-
al ambitions if it requires 
them to study in public li-
braries or work late at any 
specific job.

This, in turn, creates frus-
tration as many women 
often find themselves at 
the wrong end of the stick 
in their career growth be-
cause they don’t want to 

risk their safety by working 
late if they don’t have access 
to their personal transpor-
tation.

Prathibha, a 50-year-old 
woman who chooses to 
use buses as her means of 
transport, said that “I avoid 
crowded buses because I 
am always afraid of being 
groped following an epi-
sode of inappropriate be-
haviour by a man when I 
was travelling.”

Women of all ages have 
faced abuse in public spac-
es. Public transport still 
feels inaccessible for wom-
en, whereas men roam free 
and fearless.

Mohua Chinappa is an au-
thor and a podcaster of a show 
called The Mohua Show.

MISSION SHAKTI 

WOMEN DON’T fEEl SAfE IN pUblIc 
SpAcES AfTER DARK EvEN TODAy
One has to agree that even in 2022, women live in perpetual fear of rape, 
molestation, and the glaring inequality of not being given the right to occupy 
space as men do, unhindered in public spaces, since time immemorial.

Prathibha, 
a 50-year-old 

woman who chooses to 
use buses as her means of 
transport, said that “I avoid 

crowded buses because I am 
always afraid of being groped 

following an episode of 
inappropriate behaviour 

by a man when I was 
travelling.”

MoHUA CHINAPPA

The daughter of a Beedi 
worker, who lost her father 
when she was just six-and-
a-half years old, has cleared 
her NEET examination and 
secured an MBBS seat with 
the help of YouTube videos.

Hailing from a small vil-
lage in Telangana’s Nizam-
abad district, Harika faced 
a lot of financial difficulties 
growing up after having lost 
her father when she was just 
six and a-half years old. But 
her mother’s hard work and 
her own efforts, in addition 
to some valuable help from 
YouTube videos, culminated 
in her clearing the NEET ex-
amination.

Harika has been allotted 
a seat at the Siddipet Gov-
ernment Medical College 
after clearing her NEET UG 
entrance examination in 
2022. She secured a 40,958 
position at the all-India level 
in this year’s National Eli-
gibility Exam for Teachers 
(NEET) exam, and her rank 
at the state level was 703.

Harika’s joy knows no 
bounds as she heads to-
wards fulfilling her dream of 
becoming a doctor. She said, 
“It was my childhood dream 
to become a doctor. First, I 
appeared for the NEET UG 
entrance examination in 

2020, but my score was low 
for a government medical 
college admission. I reap-
peared in 2021 but still got a 
low score. Then, I borrowed 
a mobile from my cousin 
and started preparing by 
watching YouTube videos. I 
prepared for physics, chem-
istry, and biology using You-
Tube .”

Harika stated, “My father 
expired when I was six-and-
a-half years old. It has been 
very tough and challenging 
for my mother to manage 
my and my brother’s stud-
ies. She did various jobs 
and paid for our schooling 
at Holy Mary High School, 
Nizamabad. The school cor-
respondent (principal) was 
kind-hearted and allowed 
us to study at a very low fee. 
She encouraged and moti-
vated me and my brother to 
move forward. My dream 
of becoming a doctor was 
inspired by the correspon-
dent’s daughter, who joined 
the MBBS programme dur-
ing my schooling. I had a 9.5 
GPA in 10th. With the help 
of my school correspon-
dent, I was able to obtain a 
free seat at Kakatiya Junior 
College. For paying my uni-
versity fees, my school Cor-
respondent arranged money 
from some of her medical 
department friends and col-
leagues. Later, MLC Kavitha 

gave me hope and promised 
that she would help and take 
care of me financially.”

Her mother Anuradha is 
proud of her achievements, 
even though she was reluc-
tant in the beginning be-
cause of a financial shortage.

Anuradha said, “I have 
a son and a daughter. My 
husband died when the 
kids were very young. I 
moved to Nizamabad from 
Sircilla for the education of 
my children. My mother is 
paralyzed. I supported my 
parents, worked several 
small jobs, and paid for my 
children’s schooling. Under-

standing my situation, the 
school correspondent made 
a lot of exceptions with re-
gard to my children’s fees. 
My daughter was admitted 
to Kakatiya Junior College 
for free, but the books had to 
be bought. When my daugh-
ter expressed her wish to 
pursue MBBS, I was reluc-
tant at first. My daughter 
started crying and pleading 
that she’ll surely crack the 
exam the third time, but she 
needed a mobile. One of her 
cousins gave her a phone he 
was using. I am very happy 
that she got admission to 
the government medical 
college at Siddipet. A lot 
of people are helping now. 
MLC Kavitha promised to 
help us. She gave us money 
and also promised a job for 
my son. She also stated that 
she would be responsible 
for her studies for the entire 

five years. I am proud that 
my daughter is becoming a 
doctor.”

Interestingly, Telangana 
CM, K Chandrashekhar 
Rao’s daughter, Kavitha Kal-
vakuntla, has promised to 
support Harika financially 
during her MBBS study. Ka-
vitha Kalvakuntla is a Mem-
ber of the Legislative Council 
(MLC) from Kamareddy and 
Nizamabad.

Kavitha, also a former MP, 
met Harika and her mother 
and extended support to-
wards her dreams by hand-
ing over the first instalment 
of her fees.

Kav it h a  t we e t e d  o n 
Wednesday, “Dare to dream 
and then never stop working 
until you achieve them. This 
is the story of Harika, who 
passed and excelled in the 
MBBS exams via YouTube 
videos. I met her and her 
mother and extended my 
support towards her dreams 
by handing over the first in-
stalment of her fees.”

In another tweet, she stat-
ed, “The daughter of a single 
mother who is a beedi work-
er, Harika from Nizamabad, 
is an inspiration for every 
person who chooses to live 
their dreams. Meeting Hari-
ka and her mother, a Beedi 
worker, and becoming a part 
of her incredible journey is 
truly a blessing.”

Harika with k Chandrashekhar rao’s daughter kavitha. 

WOMEN’S pOlITIcAl 
pARTIcIpATION IN INDIA

65.63%

20th

78 64 52

IndIa ranks 

from the bottom In terms of 
rePresentatIon of women In ParlIament

number of women elected In lok sabha In

turnout durIng IndIa’s ParlIamentary 
general electIons In 2014
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Source:  Government of India data
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To change the world, we 
must first change our minds. 
All great inventions begin in 
the mind. The mind follows 
a picture. To live simply, 
peacefully and happily I must 
create pictures of simplicity, 
peace and happiness in my 
mind first. When I can see 
these, I will be able to create 
them. Then my life will become 
an example that inspires 
others. Today let me change 
my mind.   

A thought 
for todAy

What constitutes spiritual-
ity? A large number of people 
in the world do not clearly 
understand what spirituality 
is. Many confuse spirituality 
with religiosity. They believe 
that to observe religious prac-
tices such as prayers, read-
ing scriptures, fasting, going 
on pilgrimage is spirituality. 
There are also those who are 
not religiously inclined but 
think that having good wishes 
for others, being kind and do-
ing charitable deeds is what it 
means to be spiritual.

True spirituality, as the word 
itself suggests, has to do with 
the spirit or soul. The founda-
tion of spirituality is the aware-
ness that we are souls, not 

bodies. And it is not enough to 
merely know this fact. Millions 
who have read the Bhagavad 
Gita know about the soul and 
its immortality, but how many 
of them are conscious of being 
a soul while going about their 
daily lives? Do they act with 
the awareness that the soul is 
performing actions through 
the body? Do they look at fel-
low human beings as souls 
and interact with them with 
that awareness? That is what 
it means to be soul-conscious. 

Being soul-conscious and 
having knowledge about the 
qualities of the soul and the 
role it plays, completely chang-
es our perspective on life. It is 
the soul, the sentient entity, 
that feels all the happiness 
and pain that we experience. 
The body is merely the me-
dium through which the soul 
gets these experiences. As the 
soul goes through the cycle of 
birth, death and rebirth, it also 
gets the fruit of every action it 
performs, whether good or 
bad. Since the soul carries a 
record of each and every action 
performed by it in every birth, 
it gets rewarded or punished 
for these actions over several 

births. A soul’s good deeds 
may not necessarily be re-
warded in the same birth, nor 
may it suffer the consequences 
of its misdeeds immediately. 
However, the law of karma is 
inescapable. This knowledge 
makes a spiritual person very 
careful about his thoughts, 
words and deeds.

Everything achieved by a 

body-consciousness person 
is temporary and short-lived. 
Such a person would spend 
his life and energy acquir-
ing money, status and means 
of comfort, all of which they 
will leave behind upon death. 
The experience of pleasure 
through the body is depen-
dent on the sense organs. 
Excessive indulgence in such 

pleasures makes one a slave 
to the senses and this brings 
great misery when the body 
begins to decay with old 
age. Moreover, for a body-
conscious person everything 
finishes with death, which 
can occur any time, because 
of which they live in fear and 
worry. 

One reason why religious 

practices do not help the 
body-conscious achieve lib-
eration is that being ignorant 
of their spiritual identity, 
they seek only worldly things 
through worship. They ask 
for more wealth, health, a 
good job, a child, grandchild 
and so on. When they get all 
this, their desires do not end; 
instead, they get more entan-
gled in their world of physical 
relations and material posses-
sions.

A spiritual person will know 
that it is wiser to acquire vir-
tues and the blessings of oth-
ers than to amass material 
wealth that one will leave be-
hind upon death. This spiri-
tual wealth travels with the 
soul life after life. A spiritual 
person will also not hanker 
for physical pleasures. Such 
pleasures are short-lived and 
are dependent on the sense 
organs, which are subject to 
decay. A soul-conscious per-
son will also be free of the fear 
of death, being aware that the 
soul is immortal.
B.K. Geeta is a Rajyoga teacher 
a t  the  B rah m a  Ku m a r i s 
headquarters in Abu Road, 
Rajasthan.

What does it mean to be spiritual?
foundation of life

B.K. geetA

The word ‘crisis’ used 
to be heard only rare-
ly, perhaps once or 

twice in a year. Now, it seems 
that there is a crisis every 
minute. It could be in the 
home, at the place of work, 
in our country, or a world-
wide crisis. Some crises keep 
resurging, like the ecological 
crisis, until people develop a 
‘global warming fatigue’ and 
no longer listen to the warn-
ings, that are very real and 
impacting the planet.

These crises all have an 
impact on our minds. The 
biggest crisis we face in our 
world today, and probably 
the fastest growing illness 
across the globe, is that of 
mental health. It may be that 
crises become a new normal. 

So, what steps can we take to 
ensure that we are able to 
maintain calm in any crisis 
that may come our way? 

It is crucial to deal with 
what is going on in my in-
ner world so that I am able 
to take charge of myself 
and bring a sense of calm 
and peace to my mind. To 
stay free from feeling over-
whelmed by a crisis, we 
need to prepare and prac-
tise, and there are three sim-
ple steps we can follow:

First, make time for the 
self. We need to take time to 
sit quietly and go to our in-
ner world. When we prac-
tise doing this on a regular 
basis, we can access that 
inner oasis even for just a 
few minutes and then re-
turn to what is going on in 
the outer world, with great 
clarity. When we connect 
with our inner being, we 
see the kind of thoughts we 
are having and see that the 
brain is functioning, usually 
far too quickly. Meditation, 
or taking time to be with our 
thoughts, is being able to 
keep track of our thoughts 
and elevate them to a higher 
awareness. We discover, 

with practice, that we are at 
the core of our being full of 

peace and love. These quali-
ties are invaluable, because 

in this state of mind, our in-
tuition comes into play, and 

we know exactly what to say 
and what to do. Each morn-

ing, as early as we can, and 
each evening, we must make 
time for this kind of inner 
awareness. With practice, 
we can take a few moments 
each hour during the day.

The second step is to make 
a connection with the Su-
preme Being, or God. To 
maintain contact with the 
One who can give inner 
power and strength. When 
we focus on this Being, we 
experience waves of pro-
found love. Any love, even 
between human beings, 
can be transformative, but 
love experienced from God 
is totally transformative. 
This happens in ways we 
can hardly have thought 
possible. Where there was 
fear, there is courage, where 
there was stubbornness, 
there is understanding 
of the other. It is a kind of 
magic. We must develop our 
own relationship with God 
and the more we do this, the 
sweeter life becomes. We 
develop the confidence that 
whatever happens, we will 
be able to deal with it.

The third step is to under-
stand destiny. The idea that 
the world is a stage, and that 

we are all taking part in an 
amazing play is not new. 
However, what we often 
forget is that all good plays 
have times of crisis, but jus-
tice always prevails. We may 
not know what is going to 
happen next, and we are not 
supposed to know, it would 
spoil the plan of the drama. 
We are actors, all taking 
part and contributing to 
the story. We were once in 
charge of the story, but we 
seem to have forgotten our 
lines, things have become 
chaotic, and we are certainly 
not listening to the director. 
The Creator and Director 
has now taken back His role 
of being in charge; there can 
only be a happy outcome. 
We need to also develop this 
connection and relationship 
with the Supreme Being, the 
Creator-Director, on a daily 
basis.

Three simple steps: Take 
time to be with the self, learn 
how to listen to God, and be 
an observer of this amazing, 
unlimited drama. All will be 
well.
B.K. Jayanti is Additional 
Administrative Head of the 
Brahma Kumaris.

Keeping calm in a crisis
crisis-management

B.K. JAyAnti

When we look at the state of 
the world, what catches our 
attention most are the prob-
lems: poverty, terrorism, 
political instability, environ-
mental issues, crime etc.

Governments, civil soci-
ety groups and individuals 
across the world are trying 
to address these issues in 
various ways. But with each 
passing year conditions are 
getting worse, not better. In-
equality is increasing, crime 
and violence have become a 
part of daily life in large parts 

of the world, while terrorist 
attacks keep occurring ev-
ery now and then. All this 
while climatic conditions are 
changing inexorably, por-
tending calamitous conse-
quences for the human race.

Why are things deteriorat-
ing in spite of the technologi-
cal and economic progress 
that has brought material 
growth across the world? 
Why have more goods and 
services not made people 
everywhere happier? Why, 
in spite of decades of effort 
to remove poverty, does the 
world have so many poor 
people? Why has education 
not fostered greater under-
standing and better relations 
between people and nations? 
And why do we continue to 
abuse nature despite know-
ing the inevitable dire re-
sults?

The reason is that our at-
tempts to solve the world’s 
problems address the super-
ficial aspects, ignoring the 
underlying factors. These 

problems are the result of 
human actions, which stem 
from our way of thinking. 
The latter, in turn, is influ-
enced by our tendencies, 
which shape our conscious-
ness. 

If we wish to change the 

world, we must first change 
the way we think. Our con-
sciousness shapes our reality, 
which cannot be changed if 
we continue to think in the 
same way. Albert Einstein 
said as much when he stated 
that we cannot solve a prob-

lem with the same mindset 
that created it.

Science now seems to 
support that assertion. It is 
known that more than 99 per 
cent of an atom is empty, with 
matter, in the form of sub-
atomic particles, occupying 

very little space. Physicists 
believe that the empty space 
is filled with information. 
That information is shaped 
by human consciousness, 
which decides how matter 
vibrates. This is the physics 
of how the world is shaped 

by our consciousness. While 
we do not create matter, we 
shape it according to what 
we are, individually and col-
lectively.

Since the world we live in 
has been ultimately created 
by our thoughts, they need 
to change if we want to see 
change outside. Changing 
thoughts does not just mean 
thinking more cleverly. A 
bright mind certainly helps, 
but it alone cannot make the 
right decisions. For that, we 
need other qualities, such as 
honesty, humility, and com-
passion. These and other 
virtues together constitute 
what we call wisdom, which 
enables us to determine not 
only what is good for the self 
but also what is socially and 
ethically right. Our values 
collectively act as a compass 
for the intellect, guiding it to 
the right track.

Spiritual intelligence is ac-
knowledged by experts as the 
central and most fundamen-
tal of all the intelligences, in-

cluding rational intelligence 
and emotional intelligence, 
because it is the source of 
guidance for the others.

Spiritual intelligence is de-
veloped by first knowing the 
self as a spiritual being, or a 
soul. Connecting with the 
self enables us to discover the 
peace, love, purity and other 
virtues inherent in the soul. 
The experience of these qual-
ities nourishes the soul, help-
ing it become healthy and 
whole. Connecting with the 
self brings about self-accep-
tance, which then translates 
into greater understanding 
and acceptance of others. 
This is the basis of harmoni-
ous relationships, with other 
people and nature. It is also 
the foundation of ethical con-
duct, which respects other 
beings and matter and seeks 
to work in a way that brings 
benefit to all.
B.K. Atam Prakash is a Rajyoga 
teacher at the Brahma Kumaris 
headquarters in Mount Abu, 
Rajasthan.

Changing our minds to change the world
problem solving

B.K. AtAm PrAKAsh

 Developing a relationship with God gives us the confidence that whatever happens, we will be able to deal with it.

Our consciousness shapes our reality, which can be changed if we begin to think differently.

The foundation of spirituality is the awareness that we are souls, not bodies.
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GREAT FORM

Shiva Thapa storms into final at 
Asian Boxing Championships

Six-time Asian medalist Shiva 
Thapa (63.5kg) continued his 
great form and stormed into 
the final at the 2022 ASBC 
Asian Elite Boxing Champi-
onships in Amman, Jordan 
on Thursday.

Shiva was facing 2019 
Asian Champion Bakhodur 
Usmanov of Tajikistan in the 
semi-final. In a close bout that 
saw both the boxers go toe to 
toe from the beginning, Shiva 
used his vast experience and 
tactical acumen to prevail 
over his younger opponent 
in a 4:1 split verdict. Shiva 
had defeated Bakhodur in the 
semi-final of the 2021 Asian 
Championships also. He will 

face Uzbekistan’s Abdullaev 
Ruslan in the final on Sat-
urday, as per a press release 
from the Boxing Federation 
of India (BFI).

The 2022 Thailand Open 
Champion duo of Sumit and 
Govind Kumar Sahani both 
suffered defeats in their 
semi-final bouts and secured 

bronze. Govind (48kg) was 
up against Sanzhar Tashken-
bay of Kazakhstan and start-
ed off his bout trying to block 
his opponent’s punches and 
attack with counterpunches 
but he could not sustain that 
strategy for long. His Kazakh 
opponent who is the 2021 
Youth World Championship 
gold medalist dominated the 
next two rounds and inflicted 
a 0:4 defeat on the boxer from 
Gorakhpur.

Sumit (75kg) was involved 
in a tough matchup against 
the reigning Asian Cham-
pion Jafarov Saidjamshid of 
Uzbekistan and in spite of his 
best efforts, failed to take con-
trol of the bout and suffered 
a 0:5 defeat by unanimous 
decision.

Boxer Shiva Thapa 
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T20 WORLD CUP 

RAIN THREAT LOOMS OVER 
ENGLAND-PAKISTAN FINAL

The ICC T20 World 
Cup final between 
England and Paki-

stan at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground faces a rain 
threat with the Bureau of 
Meteorology predicting 95 
per cent chance of showers 
for Melbourne on Novem-
ber 13 on Friday.

Cricket fans worldwide 
have been waiting for the 
pinnacle of the T20 World 
Cup, but might be forced 
to see the final either being 
pushed to the reserve day 
or the possibility of the cup 
being shared by the two 
teams. There is currently 
a 95 per cent chance of rain 
forecast for Sunday with 
between 8 to 20 mm of rain 
falling.

“Cloudy. Very high (near 
100%) chance of showers. 
The chance of a thunder-
storm, possibly severe. 
Light winds becoming 
north to northeasterly 15 to 
25 km/h during the morn-
ing then tending north to 
northwesterly during the 
day,” the Bureau of Meteo-
rology predicted on Friday 
morning.

The weather for the re-
serve day, Monday, Novem-
ber 14 isn’t encouraging ei-
ther with the possibility of 

95 per cent rain on the day.
“Cloudy. Very high (95%) 

chance of showers, most 
likely in the morning and 
afternoon. The possibility 
of a thunderstorm. Winds 
northwesterly at 15 to 20 
km/h turning west to 
southwesterly at 25 to 40 
km/h during the morning 
then becoming westerly at 
15 to 25 km/h during the 
evening,” is the predicted 

weather by the Bureau of 
Meteorology for Monday 
in Melbourne.

The tournament has 
been plagued by rain with 
matches being washed 
out without a ball being 
bowled.

Sunday’s final could meet 
the same fate, which will be 
a tragic end to probably the 
best T20 World Cup in his-
tory; owing to the fact that it 

saw unexpected results and 
was full of twists.

Earlier, England were 
assured a place in the T0 
World Cup final with top 
knocks from openers Alex 
Hales and Jos Buttler pow-
ering them to an emphatic 
10-wicket win over India 
in the second semi-final 
of the ongoing ICC T20 
World Cup in Australia at 
Adelaide on Thursday. 

Rain threat looms over WC Final at MCG on 13 November 
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WOMEN’S HOCKEY

We aim to qualify for Women’s Pro 
League through Nations Cup: Punia

The Indian Women’s Hock-
ey Team is all set to partici-
pate in the upcoming FIH 
Women’s Nations Cup in 
Valencia, Spain, from 11 to 
17 December. Goalkeeper 
Savita will captain the 
20-member squad and is 
confident of a good outing 
in the tournament.

The FIH Women’s Na-
tions Cup is an important 
fixture in the international 
calendar as it brings in a 
system of promotion-rel-
egation, where the cham-
pions will be promoted to 
the FIH Hockey Women’s 
Pro League’s 2023-2024 
season. “Our team has been 
working really hard in the 
camp for the FIH Women’s 
Nations Cup 2022. We are 
determined to win the tour-
nament as it will also allow 
us to participate in the next 
season of the FIH Hockey 
Women’s Pro League 2023-
2024. Playing in the last 

edition of the FIH Hockey 
Women’s Pro League was a 
good experience for us and 
we want to play in the next 
edition as well. It will serve 
as a good preparation for 
Asian Games and the 2024 
Paris Olympics,” said cap-
tain Savita an official state-
ment released by Hockey 
India.

India is grouped in pool B 
along with Canada, Japan 
and South Africa and Savita 
said that the Indian Wom-
en’s Hockey Team will give 

their best in the competi-
tion. The other teams in the 
fray are Ireland, Italy, Korea 
and Spain who are grouped 
in pool A.

“All the players are confi-
dent of a good outing in the 
FIH Women’s Nations Cup 
2022. We will face Canada, 
Japan and South Africa 
in the group stage and we 
will look to play the best 
hockey we can and execute 
the plans properly,” said the 
skipper.

She also believes that the 
upcoming competition will 
help prepare the Indian 
Women’s Hockey Team for 
the Asian Games next year.

“We also have our eyes on 
the Asian Games which is 
going to happen next year. 
Every tournament till the 
Asian Games will act as a 
preparation for it and I am 
sure all the players will get 
the much-needed confi-
dence with a good perfor-
mance in the FIH Women’s 
Nations Cup 2022,” signed 
off captain Savita. 

Savita Punia
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FIFTH WORLD CUP

Portugal  announced a 
26-member squad for the 
FIFA World Cup 2022 on 
Thursday, with Cristiano 
Ronaldo (37) set to play his 
fifth World Cup for the coun-
try.

The squad also features 
39-year-old veteran defend-
er Pepe who is with FC Porto 
currently as the Portugal 
coach has invested his faith 
in the footballer. Ronaldo 
has also received the backing 
of National Coach, Fernando 
Santos despite not having 
scored for Portugal in the last 
three appearances.

The charismatic footballer 
led the team to victory at the 
2016 European Champion-
ship and to the 2019 UEFA 
Nations League title.

“All the players that I have 
called up come with a hunger 
to win and make Portugal 
world champion, Ronaldo 

included. I believe we can be 
world champions and that’s 
what this team can give,” 
Santos said as quoted by 
ESPN.

Despite being in the middle 
of his most challenging sea-
son, Ronaldo, the all-time 

leading scorer for men’s in-
ternational teams with 117 
goals, was always expected 
to be included.

In 16 games across all com-
petitions, Ronaldo has only 
managed three goals while 
making just four Premier 

League starts. As a result of 
his refusal to enter the game 
as a substitute in United’s 
victory over Tottenham in 
October, coach Erik ten Hag 
dismissed him from the team.

In the hopes of playing 
Champions League football, 

the former Real Madrid and 
Juventus player asked to 
leave Manchester United in 
the summer. However, there 
were no takers.

Portugal will begin their 
World Cup campaign against 
Ghana on 23 November and 
will face Uruguay and South 
Korea in Group H.

The 2022 FIFA World Cup 
will be played in Qatar from 
20 November with the finals 
to be played on 18 December.

Goalkeepers: Diogo Costa, 
Jose Sa, Rui Patricio.

Defenders: Diogo Dalot, 
Joao Cancelo, Danilo Pereira, 
Pepe, Ruben Dias, Antonio 
Silva, Nuno Mendes, Raphael 
Guerreiro.

Midfielders: Joao Palhinha, 
Ruben Neves, Bernardo 
Silva, Bruno Fernandes, 
Joao Mario, Matheus Nunes, 
Vitinha, William Carvalho, 
Otavio. Forwards: Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Joao Felix, Rafael 
Leao, Ricardo Horta, Goncalo 
Ramos, and Andre Silva. 

RONALDO, PEPE FEATURES IN PORTUGAL’S 
26-MAN WORLD CUP SQUAD

Portugal squad for the World Cup 2022
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INDIAN SUPER LEAGUE 

ATK Mohun Bagan (AT-
KMB) defeated NorthEast 
United in a thrilling 2-1 vic-
tory on Thursday at the 
Vivekananda Yuba Bharati 
Krirangan in Kolkata, and 
moved up into the second 
position in the Indian Super 
League (ISL).

Before Aaron Evans tied 
the score in the 81st minute, 
Liston Colaco had opened 
the scoring in the 35th 
minute. In his 99th Hero 
ISL game, Subhasish Bose 
scored the game-winning 
goal to earn Mohun Bagan a 
victory in their 50th match. 
The starting lineup for the 

ATKMB remained the same 
from Sunday’s point-snatch-
ing performance in Mumbai, 
thanks to Juan Ferrando. 
Marco Balbul changed 
NEUFC’s lineup four times, 
going from a 5-3-2 to a 4-3-2-

1. Jithin M.S. and Matt Der-
byshire were picked ahead 
of Imran Khan and the two 
Gogoi brothers, Pragyan and 
Parthib as per ISL website.

Only 15 seconds after the 
game’s opening kickoff, 

NorthEast United FC’s Part-
hib created the first oppor-
tunity of the match. Before 
Pritam Kotal sent the ball 
out for a corner, the youth-
ful striker was unable to get 
a good touch on the ball. 
Dimitri Petratos scored on 
the counterattack, but the 
goal was disallowed due to 
being offside to the ATKMB.

Ten minutes into the sec-
ond half, Pragyan attempted 
a long-range shot, but Ash-
ish Rai partially stopped his 
attempt, and the loose ball 
dropped to Parthib who was 
standing just in front of the 
goal. The teen came peril-
ously close to scoring when 
his shot deflected off Vishal 
Kaith, hit the upright, and 

went wide. Two minutes 
later, Petratos beat the off-
side trap at the other end but 
failed to connect on his shot.

The last ten minutes of the 
game were filled with drama. 
In the 81st minute, Aaron 
Evans scored the equaliser 
with a diving header thanks 
to Jon Gaztanaga’s glanc-
ing header. When Petratos’ 
cross was met by Bose’s 
precise diving header to give 
the Mariners the lead again 
in the 89th minute, earning 
them three points.

ATK Mohun Bagan moved 
up to the second place with 
10 points thanks to the vic-
tory. To confront the Gaurs, 
they will go to Goa on 20 No-
vember, a Sunday. 

ATK Mohun Bagan 

ATK MOHUN BAGAN JUMPS TO 2ND PLACE AFTER 2-1 WIN 
OVER NORTHEAST UNITED FC
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Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav 
shortlisted for Player of Tournament

T20 WORLD CUP 

 

Team India’s star batters 
Virat Kohli and Suryaku-
mar Yadav have been 
shortlisted for the Player 
of the Tournament in the 
ongoing T20 World Cup 
2022 along with seven 
more players, Interna-
tional Cricket Council 
(ICC) announced on Fri-
day.
Many games at the T20 
World Cup in Australia 
have come down to the 
wire, with some out-
standing performances 
from teams and play-

ers alike. After a roller-
coaster journey, Pakistan 
and England have ad-
vanced to the champion-
ship game, which will be 
played on 13 November 
at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. The Player of 
the Tournament shortlist 
is comprised of nine out-
standing individuals who 
all impressed and helped 
their teams win games.
Three players from Eng-
land, two from Pakistan, 
and one each from Sri 
Lanka and Zimbabwe 
have also made it to the 
list and are in contention 
to win the title.

Virat Kohli was crucial to 
his team’s advancement to 
the semifinals. He scored 
296 runs at a mind-bog-
gling average of 98.66 in 
six games. His runs also 
came at a respectable rate 
of 136.40, and he present-
ly leads the tournament 
run-scoring standings. 
In the tournament, Kohli 
amassed four half-centu-
ries, including a historic 
82* against Pakistan in 
India’s triumph against 
Pakistan in Melbourne.
With some of the most 
outrageous strokes you’ve 
ever seen, Suryakumar 
Yadav played some of In-

dia’s best innings at the 
plate during the competi-
tion.
Yadav amassed 239 runs 
in six games while strik-
ing out at an astonishing 
189.68 per cent. Addition-
ally, he recorded three 
half-centuries, which 
came against Zimbabwe, 
South Africa, and the 
Netherlands.
With his achievements in 
Australia, Yadav not only 
made his presence felt on 
the international stage but 
also rose to the top of the 
ICC Men’s T20I Player 
Rankings as the best bat-
ter in the world. 
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Virat Kohli and Suryakumar Yadav.
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HEARTFELT MESSAGE

We leave Australia short of 
achieving our dream:  Kohli

India’s star batter Virat 
Kohli shared a heart-
felt message after the 
team’s exit from the T20 
World Cup on Friday and 
thanked the fans who 
supported the team in the 
mega event.

The former Indian cap-
tain expressed his disap-
pointment after failing to 
reach the final of the T20 
World Cup but also said 
that the tournament gave 
the team some memora-
ble moments and that the 
team will look to improve. 
Sharing the message on 
Twitter, he wrote, “We 
leave Australian shores 
short of achieving our 
dream and with disap-
pointment in our hearts 
but we can take back a lot 
of memorable moments 
as a group and aim to get 

better from here on.”
He thanked the fans 

who flocked to the stadi-
ums to support the team 
and said that it’s always 
an honour to wear the In-
dian jersey and represent 
the country.

“Thank you to all our 
fans who turned up in 
huge numbers through-
out to support us in the 
stadiums. Always feel 
proud to wear this jersey 
and represent our coun-
try,” said Virat.

The right-hander on 
Thursday became the 
first batter to complete 
1,100 runs in T20 World 
Cups. He accomplished 
this landmark during 
India’s semifinal match 
of the ongoing ICC T20 
World Cup against Eng-
land at the Adelaide Oval.

India suffered a crush-
ing 10-wicket loss to 
England in the second 

semi-final of the T20 
World Cup, halting their 
campaign.

Put to bat first by Eng-
land, India posted 168/6 
in their 20 overs. Hardik 
Pandya (63 off 33 balls) 
and Virat Kohli (50 off 
40 balls) were the stars 
for Men in Blue with the 
bat. They put on a crucial 
stand of 61-runs for the 
fourth wicket.

Pacer Chris Jordan was 
the pick of the bowlers, 
taking 3/43. Adil Rashid 
and Chris Woakes got a 
wicket each.

Chasing 169, England 
put pressure on Indian 
bowlers right from the 
first over. India did not 
have any answer for the 
onslaught brought by Jos 
Buttler (80*) and Alex 
Hales (86*). England 
chased the total with all 
ten wickets in hand with 
four overs to spare.

Virat Kohli tweeted this picture expressing disappointment and reflecting back on a lot of memorable 
moments from the ICC Mens T20 World Cup 2022 and aim to get better from here on, on Friday.
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 T20I SERIES

VVS LAXMAN APPOINTED INDIA HEAD 
COACH FOR NEW ZEALAND TOUR

Team India head coach Rahul 
Dravid has been rested for the 
upcoming New Zealand tour, 
giving the coach’s reigns to 
VVS Laxman on Friday.

Dravid will resume his 
coaching duties after the New 
Zealand tour. The Indian team 
will tour Bangladesh follow-
ing the Kiwi tour according 
to sources. The Men in Blue 
will play Bangladesh on 4 
December in the first of three 
One-Day Internationals after 
having played New Zealand 
on 30 November in the final 
ODI of the tour.

The first of a three-match 
T20I series on India’s tour of 
New Zealand will take place 
there on Friday.

Laxman, who oversees the 
National Cricket Academy, 
has served as India’s coach for 
brief periods, including ear-
lier this year’s travels to Ire-
land and Zimbabwe and the 

most recent home ODI series 
against South Africa. He also 
oversaw the India Under-19 
team, which triumphed in the 
ODI World Cup in February.

Along with giving the coach-
ing staff a holiday, India has 
also rested senior batsmen 
Virat Kohli and KL Rahul as 
well as regular captain Rohit 
Sharma.

Indian all-arounder Har-
dik Pandya will serve as the 
team’s captain for the T20I 
series, while Shikhar Dha-
wan will take the helm for 

the ODIs.
India suffered a crushing 

10-wicket loss to England in 
the second semi-final of the 
T20 World Cup, halting their 
campaign.

Put to bat first by England, 
India posted 168/6 in their 20 
overs. Hardik Pandya (63 off 
33 balls) and Virat Kohli (50 
off 40 balls) were the stars 
for Men in Blue with the bat. 
They put on a crucial stand of 
61-runs for the fourth wicket.

Pacer Chris Jordan was the 
pick of the bowlers, taking 
3/43. Adil Rashid and Chris 
Woakes got a wicket each.

Chasing 169, England put 
pressure on Indian bowlers 
right from the first over. India 
did not have any answer for 
the onslaught brought by Jos 
Buttler (80*) and Alex Hales 
(86*). England chased the to-
tal with all ten wickets in hand 
with four overs to spare.

Hales (86* off 47 balls) was 
adjudged as the ‘Man of the 
Match’. 
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ROADMAP AHEAD

Starting promotion from 
the I-League to the Indian 
Super League will initiate 
the process where the Indian 
leagues become longer, and 
hence, gives more matches 
to the players to show their 
capabilities on the pitch, 
believes India senior men’s 
national team head coach 
Igor Stimac.

It was earlier announced 
that the Roadmap for In-
dian Football, as approved 
by the Asian Football Con-
federation in October 2019, 
after consultations with the 
ISL and I-League clubs, the 
AIFF and its marketing part-
ners, will be followed. As per 
the Roadmap, the winners of 
the 2022-23 and 2023-24 I-
League seasons will stand 
a chance to gain promotion 
to the ISL without any par-

ticipation fee, basis the ful-
filment of the club licensing 
criteria. Speaking on the 
Roadmap that lies ahead 
for Indian Football, Stimac 
said in an official statement 
released by AIFF, “I am very 
happy about this. We have 
finally been successful in 
convincing everyone about 
the importance of promotion 
from the I-League to the ISL, 
and that’s a big step.

“It will bring something 
very important to our league 
system - competitiveness, 
and it will bring something 
the I-League clubs will have 
to fight for. I also can’t wait 
for the time when the relega-
tion starts as well, because 
the competitiveness will be 
present at that level too. It 
will bring more pace and 
intensity to such games,” 
said Stimac.

The Blue Tigers gaffer also 
feels that though it may take 

a couple of years for the ISL 
to expand to include more 
clubs, the step will be an 
important one.

“Yes, we need to wait a cou-
ple of years for it to happen, 
but the league will finally 
become what it needs to be 
in regards to the size, the 
number of clubs and so on,” 
he said. “That will be really 
good for football in India, 
as the players will get more 

matches, and we as National 
Team coaches will get to see 
them in action more before 
we make the decision on who 
to call up,” he added. Stimac, 
who is currently in Croatia, 
also mentioned that he will 
be following the fortunes of 
the I-League clubs closely.

“The last two years have 
been difficult for players in 
both the leagues, with the 
bio-bubble. But I would like 

to tell all the players in the 
I-League that you can now 
enjoy the football that you 
play and express yourselves. 
We are going to follow you 
closely,” said Stimac. “The 
AFC Asian Cup is not too 
far away, and as long as you 
hold an Indian passport, you 
stand a chance to play for the 
National Team.”

The AIFF’s Technical 
Committee, in its meeting 
last month, recommended 
that current Senior Men’s 
National Team Assistant 
Coach Mahesh Gawli be 
given charge of the India 
U-20 Men’s Team as its 
head coach, in what would 
be a dual role for the former 
Blue Tigers centre-back. 

Stimac welcomed the sug-
gestion from the Technical 
Committee, stating that it 
will help continue the pipe-
line from junior to senior 
football.

Promotion will lead to longer, better 
league: Head coach Igor Stimac
TDG NETWORK
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India senior men’s national team head coach Igor Stimac.

GROUP E

SPAIN ANNOUNCE 26-MAN FIFA WORLD CUP 
SQUAD, SERGIO RAMOS SNUBBED
Spain on Friday an-
nounced the 26-man squad 
for the World Cup, with no 
place for Paris Saint-Ger-
main’s Sergio Ramos or 
Liverpool’s Thiago Alcan-
tara, Sapin football team 
announced on their official 
social media handle.

Former Real Madrid de-
fender Ramos, who was a 
member of the 2010 World 
Cup-winning Spain team, 
was hoping to play in his 
fifth tournament but was 
unable to travel to Qatar. 
Meanwhile, the twenty-

year-old Barcelona for-
ward Ansu Fati has been 
added to Spain’s squad for 

the World Cup.
Since making his fourth 

appearance as a teenager in 
October 2020, after break-
ing the record for Spain’s 
youngest scorer, Ansu has 
not competed for Spain. 
Leg injuries ended his stel-
lar start for Spain and Bar-
celona.

On 17 November, Spain’s 
players will fly to Jordan 
to play a friendly match 
against that nation’s na-
tional team. After that, 
they will take a flight to 
Doha, where the squad will 
set up camp for the World 
Cup.

Spain will face Costa Rica 

in its World Cup opener on 
23 November. In Group E, 
the 2010 champions will 
also compete against Ger-
many and Japan.

The full squad is: Unai 
Simon, Robert Sanchez, 
David Raya, Dani Car-
vajal, Cesar Azpilicueta, 
Eric Garcia, Hugo Guilla-
mon, Pau Torres, Aymeric 
Laporte, Jordi Alba, Jose 
Gaya, Sergio Busquets, 
Rodri, Gavi, Carlos Soler, 
Marcos Llorente, Pedri, 
Koke, Ferran Torres, Pablo 
Sarabia, Yeremy Pino, Al-
varo Morata, Marco Asen-
sio, Nico Williams, Ansu 
Fati and Dani Olmo. 
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 ASIAN BOXING CHAMPIONSHIP

India’s Lovlina Borgohain 
on Friday bagged gold med-
al in the women’s 75kg cat-
egory at the Asian Boxing 
Championship 2022.

Lovlina defeated Ruzme-
tova Sokhiba of Uzbeki-
stan 5:0 by unanimous 
decision in the final. This 
is Lovlina’s first gold medal 
on the Asian stage. India’s 
star boxer’s victory is note-
worthy because it is her 
first medal in the 75 kg di-
vision. Because her previ-

ous weight category was 
dropped from the Paris 
Olympics schedule, she has 

moved up from 69 kg.
Before this, Lovlina had 

bronze medals from the 

Olympics, World Champi-
onships, and Asian Cham-
pionships to her name. It 
would appear that the As-
sam boxer has launched 
her campaign for the Olym-
pics in spectacular fashion 
now that she has a gold 
medal in her trophy cabi-
net.

In addition to Lovlina, 
two other competitors, 
Parveen Hooda (63 kg) and 
Saweety (81 kg), also took 
home gold in their respec-
tive weight divisions on 
Friday. Minakshi settled for 
silver in the 52 kg category. 

Lovlina Borgohain bags gold 
in women’s 75kg category
TDG NETWORK
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Lovlina Borgohain bags gold at Asian Boxing Championship 2022.

In the summit clash of the 
ongoing T20 World Cup, 
England will lock horns 

with Pakistan on Sunday 
and both teams will look 
forward to capturing their 
second title.

England will take on 
Pakistan in the final of the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
at the iconic Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) in 
Melbourne on Sunday. The 
Three Lions first win their 
T20 WC in 2010 defeating 
Ashes rivals Australia in the 
final by 7 wickets in West In-
dies while Pakistan bagged 
their maiden title in 2009 
when they beat Sri Lanka 
by 8-wicket in England.

Pakistan had a roller-
coaster campaign in the T20 
World Cup. The past three 
weeks have been a roller-
coaster for Babar Azam and 
his Pakistan side.

Last-ball defeats to India 
and Zimbabwe seemed to 
have finished Pakistan’s 
hopes before their T20 WC 
run had even really gotten 
going. And zero points from 
two games left them need-
ing something approaching 
a miracle to make it through 
to the final four.

Pakistan opener Babar 
Azam and Mohammad Riz-
wan have to score heavily for 
the Asian side to win, but the 
reality is that the two experi-
enced openers are supreme-
ly important to the result. 

Babar and Rizwan pulled 
up their ninth-century part-
nership in the format for the 
opening wicket against New 
Zealand in the semi-finals, 
and they will be eager to 
build on that momentum 
against England’s underap-
preciated bowling lineup.

For Pakistan to have a 

chance of lifting the World 
Cup, they must get off to a 
quick and safe start because 
it will be much simpler for 
shot-makers like Moham-
mad Haris, Iftikhar Ahmed, 
and Shadab Khan to enter 
the game, play their natural 
shots, and attack the slower 
bowlers. With a total of 10 

wickets from seven match-
es, Shaheen Afridi has been 
Pakistan’s most produc-
tive pacer so far in Austra-
lia. Now it’s time for fellow 
quicks Haris Rauf and Nas-
eem Shah to step up and help 
their pace spearhead.

Pakistan’s success in the 
games after suffering defeats 

in their opening encounters 
with India and Zimbabwe 
is largely dependent on the 
starts given by their new ball 
attack. Among all the teams 
that have played in this T20 
World Cup, Pakistan have 
the second-finest Powerplay 
economy rate (6.19) and an 
average of (18.58).

Talking about the team, 
England are in great form 
which helped them evi-
dently dismiss India in the 
semi-final. They completely 
batted the Asian giants out 
of contention to knock them 
out of the competition, and 
will now look forward to 
carrying on their blistering 
form against Pakistan as 
well.

The English bowling unit 
has exceeded expectations 
in this tournament, but they 
fall short of Pakistan’s bowl-
ing attack’s calibre and men-
ace. Therefore, they must at-
tempt to rule Pakistan with 
their greatest asset, their bat-
ting. England should try to 
take on the Pakistani bowl-
ers only after they have fin-
ished their new ball period 
because their batting order 
runs deep to number 10. In 
this tournament, England 
hasn’t been able to apply 
pressure on their opponents 
with the new ball. They 
haven’t been able to take as 
many wickets as they would 
have liked because of their 
third-worst Powerplay bowl-
ing average and strike rate 
among all teams competing 
in this T20 World Cup. 

 T20 WC FINAL
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ENGLAND AND PAKISTAN LOOK 
FORWARD TO BAG THEIR SECOND TITLE 

England will lock horns with Pakistan at the iconic Melbourne Cricket Ground on Sunday.


