
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s message 
at the G20 summit 

would revolve around the 
challenges of energy security, 
food security, global health 
security, the environment, 
and climate challenges, with 
an aim of providing a voice 
to the developing world, For-
eign Secretary Vinay Kwatra 
said on Sunday at a special 
briefing on the PM’s visit to 
Indonesia.

“PM Modi will be attend-
ing the 17th G-20 Summit 
in Bali, Indonesia, starting 
tomorrow. India will hold 

the presidency of the G20 
for one year starting from 
December 1,” the foreign 
secretary said. On what 
would be the PM’s message 
for G20 leaders grappling 
with the challenges of post-
pandemic recovery and the 
Russia-Ukraine war, Kwatra 
said the challenges would 
be the primary focus of the 
meeting.

“The G20 countries are fac-
ing several challenges, which 
include the continuing un-
certainty and challenges 
relating to energy security, 
the whole rubric of environ-
ment and climate challenges, 
the challenges related to food 

security, and the problem of 
global health security,” he 
said.

However, the foreign sec-
retary said the challenges 
also present opportunities 
in the digital space and the 
delivery of governance using 
digital platforms, which is a 
“unique competence” of the 
Indian economic ecosystem.

“So, obviously, when you 
resolve these challenges and 
respond to these opportu-
nities, it has to be done in 
a manner that provides an 
important voice to the de-
veloping world. The idea is 
that the benefit of mitigation 
of these challenges and har-

nessing of these opportuni-
ties should go in a very large 
measure to the developing 
south also, which I think is 
the underlined intent of the 
meeting,” Kwatra said.

The foreign secretary fur-
ther said that during the 
summit, there would be dis-
cussions along these lines.

“I am not very sure what 
the Prime Minister’s inter-
vention would be. But, I am 
assuming that it would be an 
intersecting set of all many of 
these elements and specific 
sub-sections of these ele-
ments,” Kwatra said.

PM Modi will attend three 
sessions on food and energy 

security, digital transforma-
tion, and health, according 
to Kwatra.

“As per the current pro-
gramme, the Bali Summit 
comprises three working 
sessions at the leaders’ level, 
where PM Modi will be par-
ticipating. These include ses-
sions on food and energy se-
curity, digital transmission, 
and health.”

G20 deliberations have ac-
quired a greater voice in the 
current global economic and 
political context.

G20 is the primer forum 
for international economic 
cooperation and plays a 
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England beat Pakistan 
in thrilling final to 
clinch World Cup

aQi slides, still in ‘very  
Poor’ category

AAP releases second 
list of 117 candidates

Priyanka questioned 
me about her father’s 
killing: Nalini Sriharan

Top performances from Sam 
Curran and Ben Stokes pow-
ered England to their second 
ICC T20 World Cup title af-
ter 2010, as they defeated 
Pakistan by five wickets in 
a gripping low-scoring final 
at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) on Sunday.
England delivered a fantas-

tic performance with the 
ball, reducing Pakistan to 
137/8. Sam Curran (3/12) led 
the English batting attack. 
Chasing 138, England was 
reduced to 45/3 before the 
power play, but Stokes (52*) 
delivered in a big match 
once again to take his side to 
a victory. Chasing 138, Eng-
land lost opener Alex Hales 
in the first over itself for just 

Ex Chief Justice UU Lalit 
was so vocal on the issue 
of collegium recommenda-
tions. In a Short but very 
compendious interview 
with the Legally Speaking 

Ex Chief justice said that 
everything going on con-
ventionally...conventional 
method can’t solve all the 
issues.

For Higher Judiciary there 
is a MOP (Memorandum 

The air quality in Delhi wit-
nessed a relative improve-
ment on Sunday morning as 
the Air Quality Index (AQI) 
of the national capital stood 
at 320, as per the System 
of Air Quality and Weather 

Forecasting and Research 
(SAFAR) at 8:00 a.m.

Despite this relative im-
provement, the city’s air qual-
ity is still in the “very poor” 
category. On Saturday, it was 
recorded at 353. The National 
Capital Region (NCR) also 
continued to witness bad air 

Probe launched 
into exPlosion 
on udaiPur-
ahMedabad 
train route
UDAIPUR: Train move-
ment on the Udaipur-
Ahmedabad rail route 
was halted on Sunday 
after an explosion took 
place on the broad gauge 
line. The explosion, which 
was reported near Oda 
Railway Bridge on the 
Slumber-Megha highway 
on the intervening night 
of Saturday and Sunday, 
caused damages to 
railway tracks. Local’s 
villagers of the area 
said that they heard an 
explosion during night 
hours, after which the 
railways, police, and local 
administration authori-
ties were informed. A 
train passed through the 
track about four hours 
before the explosion, they 
said. Officials said that 
they suspect it to be a 
conspiracy to blow the 
track, and claimed to 
have initiated a probe into 
the same.

Previous govts 
ignored hilly 
regions: union 
Minister
RAMBAN: Accusing the 
previous governments of 
deliberately neglecting 
the hilly regions, Union 
Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge) Science 
and Technology and Earth 
Sciences, Dr Jitendra 
Singh said on Sunday the 
governments in the past 
deliberately neglected 
these regions. However, 
these regions are now 
beeing accorded special 
focus at the behest of PM, 
the minister said. 

top of the day

Nalini Sriharan, one of the 
six convicts in the Rajiv Gan-
dhi assassination case, said 
on Sunday that Congress 
leader Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra met her in the jail and 
questioned her about the 
killing of her father, Rajiv 
Gandhi.

She further said that Pri-
yanka Gandhi turned emo-

tional and cried when she 
met her in jail. “Priyanka 
Gandhi met me in jail, and 
she asked me about her fa-
ther’s killing. She got emo-
tional for her father. She 
cried too,” said Sriharan, 
while addressing a press 
conference.

Sriharan, who is the lon-
gest-serving woman pris-
oner serving a life sentence 
in the country, was released 
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under-attack

hiMachal electionshocking

success Mcd Polls

lok sabha elections

6 dead as exPlosion 
rocks turkey, terror 
attack susPected

ex-cJi lauds collegiuM 
recoMMendations

Polling Party susPended after 
evMs found in a Private vehicle

student beaten by fellow Mates 
over religious reMarks

In biggest single-day catch, customs 
seizes 61 kg gold at Mumbai airport

BJP holds meet to 
prepare for 2024 polls

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan condemned the “vile act” 
that occurred after a powerful explosion of unknown origin 
jolted the crowded commercial area of Istiklal in Istanbul on 
Sunday, leaving six people dead and several others injured. 
He added that the early indicators point to a “terror” strike.

“It might be wrong if we say for sure that this is terror but 
according to first signs... there is a smell of terror there,” Er-
dogan told a televised press conference.
“The relevant units of our state are working to find the per-
petrators... behind this vile attack,” he said.

On Sunday afternoon, there were a lot of people in the area, 
so police fenced it off while  helicopters 

A polling party was inter-
cepted by a group of Con-
gress workers in the Rampur 
area of Shimla district on 
Saturday night for allegedly 
transporting the electronic 
voting machines (EVMs) in 
a private vehicle.

Voting to elect the new 

government in Himachal 
Pradesh across 68 seats was 
held on Saturday. Congress 
workers held a protest and 
also accused the polling 
party of interfering with the 
EVMs, prompting the dis-
trict election commission 
authorities to immediately 
suspend the polling party 
members.
“EVMs were being trans-

ported in a private car. We 
followed it and also in-
formed the police and elec-
tion commission authori-
ties,” Congress MLA Nand 
Lal said while speaking to 
the media.

As per norms, after the 
voting process is over, the 
EVMs have to be transport-
ed in government vehicles 

A case of ragging has been 
registered in the Rangareddy 
district of Telangana, where 
a student of the business 
school was thrashed for pass-
ing a comment on Prophet 
Mohammed.

According to Shankarpally 
Police, it was found that a to-
tal of 10 students had come to 

the hostel room of the victim 
boy and thrashed him. He 
was forced to say Jai Mata 
Di and Allah hu Akbar. “Out 
of the ten accused, five are 
Muslims and five are non-
Muslims. There was also 
negligence from the college 
management in initiating 
the action upon the students 
immediately after receiving 
a complaint from the victim 
student,” stated the police.

“So far, five accused have 
been arrested and the search 
for the other five accused 
students is on. The arrested 
accused have been identified 
as Mohammed Imad, Sohail, 
Varshit, Ganesh and Vasudev 
Varma and they have been 
taken into custody,” stated 
further.

A case under sections 307, 
323, 450, 342, 506 r/w 34 

The Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj International Airport 
saw separate operations by 
customs authorities result in 
the seizure of 61 kg of gold 
valued at 32 crore, making 

it the department’s greatest 
value seizure at an airport in 
a single day, an official said 
on Sunday.

According to the official, 
the seizures conducted on 
Friday resulted in the deten-
tion of at least seven travel-
lers, including five males 

and two women.
He asserted that this was 

the largest single-day confis-
cation in the history of the 
Mumbai airport customs.

Four Indians returning 
from Tanzania were dis-
covered carrying 1 kg gold 
bars in the first operation; 

the bars were hidden inside 
specially made belts with 
numerous pockets, the of-
ficer claimed. 

According to him, officials 
discovered 53 kg of UAE-
made gold bars worth 28.17 
crore hidden inside the pas-

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
on Sunday held a meeting 
chaired by General Secre-
tary BL Santosh at the par-
ty’s headquarters in Delhi 
to prepare for the upcoming 
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

According to sources, dur-
ing the meeting, the party 
reviewed the progress of all 

the ongoing programmes as 
well as the progress of the 
central government-run 
schemes across the nation. 
The sources further said that 
the party also reviewed vari-
ous initiatives that needed 
to be taken up ahead of the 
next general elections.

The BJP is looking to put 
all its efforts into the upcom-
ing Gujarat Assembly polls.

P5

P5 P5P5

P5 P5

TDG NeTwork 
NEw DELHI

TDG NeTwork 
MUMBAI

TDG NeTwork  
ISTANBUL

TDG NeTwork
RAMPUR

TDG NeTwork
RANGA REDDY

victory

exclusive

On top

 England players with the trophy celebrate after winning the 
ICC Mens T20 World Cup 2022 final match against Pakistan, 
at Melbourne Cricket Ground, in Melbourne on Sunday. ANI

 PM Modi will be attending the 17th G-20 Summit in Indonesia
 G20 deliberations have acquired a greater voice in the global context
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The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) on Sunday released 
its second list of 117 candi-
dates for elections to the 250-
ward Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi (MCD) scheduled 
for 4 December.

The AAP also took a dig 

at the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) and said that the 
people of Delhi will vote for 
them to clean up the “Gar-
bage Mountains” gifted by 
the BJP. “Our second list of 
candidates for the upcom-
ing MCD elections is here! 
Congratulations to all. Delhi 
will ‘Vote for Jhaadu’ to clean 

16
stokes Powers 
england to second 
title win, defeat 
Pakistan by 5 wickets

10
bloody friday: 
iranians Protest 
security force 
crackdown 

3
‘should we forget 
our culture?’ 
raJnath aMid g20 
logo debate 
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Surya Kiran aerobatic team 
of the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
on Sunday carried out a fly-
ing display in Jamnagar.

“This event was divided 
into two parts. First was a 
composite manoeuvring in 
which nine aircraft were fly-
ing together,” said Ashvin 
Prasad, one of the pilots who 
took part in the show. He fur-
ther said, “This event was to 
motivate the youngsters of 
the country to join the Indian 
defence forces.”

“The event was organised 
by AOC of Jamnagar. They 
invited us, and so we are 
here. We were really happy 
to see the response from the 
public present at the event,” 

said Captain GS Dhillon.
Earlier in April, the Surya 

Kiran aerobatic team of the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) car-
ried out a flying display in 
Hyderabad.

The Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga, and Naturopathy, Unani, 
Siddha, and Homeopathy (AYUSH) is all set to showcase its 
initiatives and various achievements at the 41st India Inter-
national Trade Fair through its pavilion at Pragati Maidan, 
New Delhi, from November 14 to November 27.

Various Ayush institutes and research bodies of Ayurveda, 
Yoga, Naturopathy, and the Unani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa, and 
Homeopathy streams will set up their stalls to make people 
aware of how they can maintain good health by including 
Ayush in their lifestyle through the daily routine, good dietary 
habits available under the Ayush system. The highlight of 
this year’s Ayush pavilion is interesting interactive activities, 
where visitors will get to know about Ayush benefits through 
activities like “Create Your Own” Ayush items like soap, gel, 
cream, etc., identification, and matching of spices. Visitors will 
also get to know how to inculcate a healthy lifestyle through 
age-old simple games like Snakes and Ladders. The other 
interesting activity will be “Daadi se Pucho,” where you will 
be briefed on how kitchen solutions can be used for some of 
your health problems. The visitors will be given free saplings 
of medicinal plants with multiple health benefits. Ayush quiz 
winners will get attractive prizes.

Visitors can use the free OPD facility to get health advice 
from Ayurvedic practitioners (Vaidyas) of Ayurveda, Unani, 
Homoeopathy, Siddha, Sowa Rigpa, Yoga, and Naturopathy.
Software-based Prakriti Parikshan and Mizaj Parikshan will 
be done, where the Prakriti (as per the tenets of Ayurveda) 
and Mizaj (as per the tenets of Unani) of an individual can be 
assessed based on the profile or unique psychosomatic tem-
perament of an individual, encompassing his or her physical, 
functional, and behavioural characteristics. The Yoga Fusion 
program, a live yoga demonstration, Yoga Break at the Work-
place, and yoga therapy will be performed by experts of the 
Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga (MDNIY), New Delhi.

The Ministry of Ayush has been promoting entrepreneur-
ship in the Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and 
Homoeopathy sectors through India’s agile startup ecosystem. 
More than 14 startups in different categories will showcase 
the growing strength of Ayush.

Interesting Ayush quiz Kiosks are also being set up in the 
Ayush pavilion, where the winners will get attractive prizes.

Vice President Jag-
deep Dhankhar on 
Sunday participated 

in the 17th East Asia Sum-
mit (EAS) in Phnom Penh. 
In his address at the EAS, 
Dhankhar underscored 
the importance of the EAS 
mechanism in promoting 
a “free, open, and inclusive 
Indo-Pacific,” which includes 
freedom of navigation and 
overflight.

Jagdeep Dhankhar under-
lined the growing global con-
cerns in the food and energy 
sectors. He also called for the 
contribution of members of 
the East Asia Summit to the 
International Year of Millets. 
Sharing details regarding 
Dhankhar’s participation in 
EAS, Ministry of External Af-
fairs spokesperson Arindam 
Bagchi tweeted, “VP Jagdeep 
Dhankhar @VPSecretar-
iat participated in the 17th 
East Asia Summit (EAS) in 
Phnom Penh today. He em-
phasised the growing global 
concern about food and en-

ergy security, and urged EAS 
Members to contribute fully 
to the International Year of 
Millet in 2023.”

In another tweet, Arindam 
Bagchi said, “Highlighted 
the importance of the EAS 
mechanism in promoting 
a free, open, & inclusive In-
do-Pacific with freedom of 
navigation and overflight.” 
Jagdeep Dhankhar also met 
US President Joe Biden on the 
sidelines of the 17th East Asia 
Summit in Phnom Penh.

Notably, the East Asia Sum-
mit comprises the ten Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) member 

states -- Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao 
PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Singapore, Thailand, the 
Philippines, and Vietnam, 
as well as its eight dialogue 
partners - India, China, Ja-
pan, the Republic of Korea, 
Australia, New Zealand, the 
United States, and Russia.

The East Asia Summit 
(EAS) is the Indo-Pacific’s 
premier forum for strategic 
dialogue. It is the only leader-
led forum at which all key 
Indo-Pacific partners meet to 
discuss political, security and 
economic challenges facing 
the region and has an impor-

tant role to play in advancing 
closer regional cooperation.

On November 12, Vice 
President Dhankhar held 
a meeting with Cambodia’s 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
in Phnom Penh. The two 
leaders had “wide-ranging” 
discussions on bilateral rela-
tions between two nations, 
including human resource, 
de-mining & development 
projects. Dhankhar and Hun 
Sen witnessed the exchange 
of four Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoUs) between 
India and Cambodia in areas 
of culture, wildlife and health.

Dhankhar also participated 
in the 19th ASEAN-India 
Summit in Phnom Penh. 
Notably, ASEAN-India 
Summit commemorates the 
30th anniversary of ASEAN-
India dialogue relations. On 
November 11, Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar attended 
an Indian community recep-
tion in Phnom Penh in Cam-
bodia.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of Vice President Jag-
deep Dhankhar’s visit, India’s 
ambassador to Cambodia, 

Devyani Khobragade said, 
“Vice President’s 1st official 
visit abroad is to Cambodia. 
India in Cambodia is celebrat-
ing 70th anniversary of our 
bilateral relations. We have 
been trying to increase insti-
tutional linkages in various 
sectors. We signed four MoUs 
during the visit.”

Meanwhile, External Af-
fairs Minister Dr S Jaishan-
kar on Sunday held a “good 
meeting” with US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken in 
Cambodia. The two lead-
ers had a discussion about 
Ukraine, Indo-Pacific, en-
ergy, G20 and bilateral ties 
between US and India.

Dr S Jaishankar tweeted, “A 
good meeting with US Secre-
tary of State @SecBlinken. 
Discussed Ukraine, Indo-
Pacific, energy, G20 and bi-
lateral relations.” On Novem-
ber 12, Jaishankar met United 
Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres after the 
ASEAN gala dinner. He also 
met Canadian counterpart 
Melanie Joly and Canada’s 
Trade Minister Mary Ng at 
the ASEAN gala dinner.

17th EASt ASIA SUMMIt

VP DhAnkhAr wEIghS In IMPortAncE 
of ‘frEE & InclUSIVE InDo-PAcIfIc’
TDG NETWORK
PHNOM PENH

VP Dhankar in the East Asia Summit.

Bollywood superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan was not stopped 
by the customs officials. Yes, 
you read it right, it was SRK’s 
bodyguard who was stopped 
by Air Intelligence Unit at 
the Mumbai airport.

According to Mumbai 
Customs, the officials of 
the customs department’s 
Air Intelligence Unit (AIU) 
stopped Khan’s bodyguard, 
Ravi Singh, for violating cus-
toms rules, but they did not 
stop Shah Rukh Khan. King 
Khan returned to Mumbai 
on Friday night from Dubai 
with his team.

However, Khan’s body-
guard filled the customs 
duty, and then he was re-
leased.

Shah Rukh Khan and his 
manager, Pooja Dadlani, 
had already left the airport 
after arriving from Dubai. 
They were not detained by 
the customs officials.

“Bodyguard Ravi was 
coming home with the lug-
gage, then he was stopped 

for checking at Gate 8. At 
the time of checking, at the 
baggage checking point, the 
bodyguard had two luxuri-
ous watches and four empty 
watch boxes. Apart from 
this, there was also an empty 
box of an iWatch Series 8 in 
his luggage,” the Mumbai 
Customs said.

The AIU imposed payment 
of duty on all the boxes, and 
the customs officials asked 
Shah Rukh Khan to pay duty 
only, he agreed and paid full 
duty.

glAMoUr

not ShAh rUkh khAn, 
hIS boDygUArD wAS 
StoPPED by cUStoMS

InDIA IntErnAtIonAl trADE fAIr

Centre to showcase 
initiatives under 
the theme ‘Ayush 
for Global Health’

MIlItAry MIght

Poll PolItIcS In thE VAllEy

IAF’s Surya Kiran 
aerobatic team carries out 
flying display 

Election Commission now 
a ‘branch of BJP’, alleges 
Mehbooba Mufti

J-k lg MAnoJ SInhA 
cAllS on PM MoDI

PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti 
on Saturday lashed out at 
the Election Commission, 
alleging that the poll body 
has “become a branch of the 
BJP,” while also accusing it of 
conducting elections on the 
saffron party’s “signals.”

The PDP chief alleged that 
the Election Commission is 
“no longer independent.” 
“The Election Commission 

of India has now become a 
branch of the BJP. It stays 
silent, like when the BJP 
campaigned on the basis of 
religious propaganda in Him-
achal Pradesh. ECI is no lon-
ger independent like it used to 
be. ECI conducts elections on 
the BJP’s signals,” Mufti said.

Himachal Pradesh recorded 
a voter turnout of 73.23 per-
cent in the assembly polls, 
according to data from the 
Election Commission up until 
11.30 p.m. on Saturday.

Solan recorded the highest 
voter turnout, with 76.82 per-
cent of the voters exercising 
their franchise. Shimla logged 
a voter turnout of 69.88 per-
cent, according to the latest 
data.

Una recorded a 76.69 per-
cent voting percentage, fol-
lowed by Kullu with 76.15 
percent. Polling began at 
8 a.m. on Saturday to elect 
members of the assembly. 
The polling concluded at 5 
p.m.

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha on Sunday called on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in the national capital.

“Lt. Governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir, Shri Manoj 
Sinha, called on PM Naren-
dra Modi,” the Prime Min-
ister’s Office (PMO) said in 
a tweet. Earlier on Satur-
day, the Jammu and Kash-
mir Lieutenant Governor 
slammed the previous gov-
ernments in the UT, saying 
“the system that prevailed 
in J-K earlier didn’t work to 
establish peace.”

The Lieutenant Governor 
added that the “situation is 
getting better now.”

Addressing the “Chanakya 
Dialogues” here on “J&K: 
The Journey from Terror to 
Prosperity,” Sinha stated that 
the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi-led Centre has brought 
about a significant change in 
Jammu and Kashmir, add-
ing that “we are committed 
to bringing peace” to the UT.

“The system that prevailed 
in J-K earlier didn’t work to 
establish peace. The pres-
ent government is trying to 
establish peace,” Sinha said.

The L-G said 500 new 
startups have been regis-
tered in Kashmir over the 
past year, and the region is 
ranked as a top performer in 
developing a strong startup 
ecosystem in the Union Ter-
ritory.

Sinha stressed the need 

to take strict action against 
those behind the circulation 
of ‘Hawala’ money and pro-
viding support to terrorists.

“Unless the whole ecosys-
tem of hawala money, the 
ones giving shelter (to ter-
rorists), sitting on the other 
side and running the system, 
is attacked, these things will 
continue. I am confident that 
in the coming days, the situ-
ation will be better,” the L-G 
said.

Hitting out at Pakistan, the 
LG said, “The neighbouring 
country has been continu-
ously trying to push terror-
ists into Jammu and Kashmir 
to disrupt peace.”

“If anybody is connected 
with terrorism, it creates 
problems and stops devel-
opment. Even if a very few 
people are involved in terror 
activities, it impacts society,” 
he said.

Noting that citizens were 
disempowered in Jammu 
and Kashmir, Sinha said the 
“situation is getting better 
now”.

He said over 50,000 proj-
ects were completed in 
Jammu and Kashmir in the 
last financial year, and many 
more are on the way.

Sinha also informed us 
that, as per an estimate, 
around Rs 1.80 crore is being 
spent on the health of people 
in J&K almost every day.

Sinha said family members 
of terrorists will be fired from 
government jobs in Jammu 
and Kashmir, and many 
who were in government 
jobs have already been fired.

ProUD MoMEnt

Indian-origin Nobel Laureate Venki Ramakrishnan 
awarded Royal Order of Merit

Indian-origin Nobel laure-
ate Professor Venki Ramak-
rishnan has been awarded 
the Order of Merit, an ex-
clusive mark of honour 
conferred by the British 
sovereign, in recognition of 
his distinguished service to 
science.

Molecular biologist Ra-
makrishnan, 70, is among 
six appointments made to 
the order by Queen Eliza-
beth II before her death in 
September. “His Majesty 
the King has been pleased 
to make six new appoint-
ments to the Order of Merit. 
Appointments to the Order 
are made in recognition of 
distinguished service to the 

Armed Forces, science, art, 
literature, or the promotion 
of culture. The individuals 
were chosen by Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth in early 
September,” Buckingham 
Palace said in a statement.

“The new appointments 
are Sir David Adjaye, OBE, 
RA; Professor Dame Eliza-
beth Anionwu, DBE, FCRN; 
Baroness Floella Benjamin, 

DBE; Professor Margaret 
MacMillan, CHC, CC (Cana-
da); Sir Paul Nurse, CH; and 
Dr. Venki Ramakrishnan,” 
the statement added.

Venkatraman “Venki” 
Ramakrishnan is a Nobel 
Prize-winning biologist 
whose many scientific con-
tributions include his work 
on the atomic structure of 
the ribosome, according to 

the British Royal Society.
Tamil Nadu-born Venki 

received the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry for his work on 
ribosomal structure and 
was knighted in 2012.

He is a member of the US 
National Academy of Sci-
ences, Leopoldina, and 
EMBO, and a foreign mem-
ber of the Indian National 
Science Academy. He was 

President of the Royal So-
ciety from November 2015 
until November 2020.

The Order of Merit, found-
ed in 1902 by King Edward 
VII, is a special mark of 
honour conferred by the 
sovereign on individuals of 
exceptional distinction in 
the armed forces, science, 
the arts, literature, or the 
promotion of culture.Venki Ramakrishnan

top of the day

InDIA, cAMboDIA 
to StArt DIrEct 
AIr lInkAgES 
PHNOM PENH: India and 
Cambodia have decided 
to start direct air linkages 
between the two countries 
with impetus on tour-
ism after the COVID-19 
pandemic hit the sector. 

“We are trying to start direct 
air linkages between India 
and Cambodia which 
would give a great impetus 
to tourism. When there 
are direct flights, people 
would love to come and 
see Angkor Wat and 
Cambodians would love 
to see the land of Buddha,” 
said Devyani Khobragade, 
India’s Ambassador to 
Cambodia. What the Taj 
Mahal is to India, Angkor 
Wat is to Cambodia. The 
city of Angkor is also home 
to the UNESCO World 
Heritage site, Angkor Wat. 
Angkor is one of the most 
important archaeological 
sites in South-East Asia.

UJJAIn tEMPlE 
to IntroDUcE 
Photo-bASED 
PASSES for VIPS
UJJAIN: VIP entry passes 
at Ujjain's Shri Mahakal 
Temple will now carry 
photographs of the visi-
tors. The move is aimed 
at curbing unauthorized 
sale and black-marketing 
of VIP passes and to 
bring transparency in the 
system, said officials with 
the temple management 
committee. They said that 
photo-based visitor passes 
were issued only for the 
people visiting the temple 
to attend the special 

'Bhasma Aarti'. "Now the 
same system will be intro-
duced for people seeking 
VIP entry to the temple's 
sanctum-sanctorum, and 
a per person charge of 
Rs1500 will be collected 
from visitors for the same," 
an official with the temple 
management committee 
told the press.

AUto collIDES 
wIth Dtc bUS
NEW DELHI: Sev-
eral people were injured 
when the auto-rickshaw 
they were travelling in 
collided with a passenger 
bus of Delhi Transport 
Corporation (DTC) in 
the North Delhi area on 
Sunday morning, the 
police said. Officials said 
that the incident took 
place in Tees Hazari 
area on Sunday early 
morning. Reportedly, the 
auto-driver, whose iden-
tity was not confirmed, 
suffered a cardiac 
arrest while ferrying 
passengers in the auto-
rickshaw. Passengers in 
the auto-rickshaw told 
the police that the auto-
driver complained of pain 
in the chest and tried to 
park auto-rickshaw on 
the side of the road.

3 wAntED for 
kIllIng MUrDEr 
conVIct
NEW DELHI: Three 
gangsters accused in the 
killing of a freed murder 
convict and involved in a 
land dispute at Samalkha 
in Panipat were arrested 
by the team from the 
Crime Branch, informed 
the officers on Sunday. 
They added that the ar-
rests were made on the 
basis of a tip-off. The three 
accused were identified as 
Arjun, Akshay Sharma and 
Ravi Shankar Sharma. A 
huge cache of arms and 
ammunition were recov-
ered from their possession.
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A former councillor of the 
Aam Aadmi Party on Sun-
day climbed up a transmis-
sion tower near Shashtri 
Park metro station in the 
national capital.

It has been alleged that for-
mer AAP councillor Haseeb-
ul-Hasan was unhappy after 
the party denied him a ticket 
for the upcoming MCD elec-
tions.

Locals, police personnel, 
and the fire brigade reached 
the spot to bring him down.

On Saturday, the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) re-
leased its second list of 117 
candidates for elections to 
the 250-ward Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 

scheduled for 4 December.
The AAP also took a dig 

at the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) and said that the 
people of Delhi will vote for 
them to clean the “garbage 
mountains” gifted by the 
BJP.

“Our 2nd list of candidates 
for the upcoming MCD elec-
tions is here! Congratula-
tions to all. Delhi will ‘Vote 
for Jhaadu’ to clean the ‘3 
Garbage Mountains’ gifted 
by the BJP,” the AAP tweet-
ed along with the list of can-
didates.

The AAP’s second list was 
released shortly after the 
BJP issued its first list of 232 
candidates for the civic body 
elections.

On Friday, AAP had re-
leased its first list of 134 can-

didates.
The party has fielded Bob-

by Kinaar, a member of the 
transgender community, as a 
candidate for the upcoming 
elections from Sultanpuri-A 
ward.

The Sultanpuri-A ward is 
a seat reserved for Sched-
uled Caste (SC) candidates. 
In the 2017 elections, AAP’s 

Sanjeev Kumar had won the 
seat.

Kejriwal had also released 
the party’s manifesto for the 
4 December polls saying that 
his government will work on 
fulfilling 10 ‘guarantees’.

“We will work to fulfil 10 
guarantees. We will clean 
the streets of Delhi and solve 
the issue of garbage pile. We 

will also carry out beautifi-
cation of parks,” Kejriwal 
had said at a press confer-
ence.

He also promised to make 
the MCD corruption-free 
and solve vehicle-parking 
problems as part of his 
manifesto for the polls. MCD 
workers will be paid on time, 
assured Kejriwal.

On 9 November, Kejriwal 
chaired a meeting with top 
officials in the national capi-
tal. The meeting followed a 
crucial meeting of AAP 
MLAs chaired Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia 
and also featured the party›s 
state convenor and minister 
Gopal Rai. They were as-
signed responsibilities at 
different levels to prepare 
for the civic elections.
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VACANCIES 

Delhi’s Lieutenant Gover-
nor Vinai Kumar Saxena 
has directed the Delhi Sub-
ordinate Services Selection 
Board (DSSSB), to recruit 
group ‘B’ and ‘C’ non-judi-
cial subordinate staff for the 
Delhi High Court.

Saxena overruled impedi-
ments to the effect that the 
DSSSB was mandated only 
to recruit for GNCTD, MCD, 
NDMC, and other Delhi 
Government undertakings, 
in light of the express need 
of staffing the Court ad-
equately for the purpose of 
speedy disposal of cases.

“The move, aimed at ex-
peditiously staffing the 

mostly understaffed judi-
ciary increasingly burdened 
by rising cases, will help in 
addressing the problem of 
pending cases in the Court 
due to procedural and lo-
gistical delays, by provid-
ing ample support staff,” a 
statement from the LG office 
said.

The Chief Justice of Delhi 
High Court had desired that 
the DSSSB, being a profes-
sional government recruit-
ing body, may organise and 
conduct open examinations 
on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Court for certain posts, ex-
aminations for selection that 
are conducted by some out-
side agencies, according to 
different modes of recruit-
ment at present.

‘Recruit group B, C non-
judicial subordinate staff for 
HC’: Delhi LG directs DSSSB
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

KEY CONTEST 

The Bhartiya Janata Party’s 
core committee agreed on 
Sunday on the panel of can-
didates for the by-elections 
to be held on all three seats in 
the presence of Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath and under 
the chairmanship of BJP State 
President Bhupendra Singh 
Chaudhary.  

In the core committee meet-
ing held at the CM residence 
last evening, a panel of names 
of candidates for all three seats 
has been sent to the central 

leadership. Names may be 
announced soon.

“There has been a churning 
on behalf of the BJP to contest 
the election of Sakya Samaj 
candidate in Mainpuri.  There 
has been no discussion on the 
name of Aparna Yadav in the 
core committee so far,” the 
sources said. The BJP is also 
looking for a strong and tough 
candidate in Mainpuri in front 
of Dimple Yadav so that the 
party retains its hold on the 
Mainpuri seat in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections as well.

Among the prominent 
names are former MPs Ra-

ghuraj Shakya, Mamtesh 
Shakya, Prempal Shakya, and 
Satish Pal, who left the Sama-
jwadi Party and joined the 
BJP.  There was also a discus-
sion about the name of tour-
ism minister, Jaiveer Singh.

Akash Saxena is considered 
to be at the forefront of the 
main contenders to be the 
BJP candidate in Rampur. 
According to sources, apart 
from Akash, Abhay Gupta 
and Bharat Bhushan Gupta 
are involved in the making. In 
Muzaffarnagar Khatauli, the 
BJP can field any Saini face as 
its candidate.

BJP COrE COmmITTEE fINAlISES 
PANEl Of NAmES fOr UTTAr 
PrAdESh BYPOllS
TDG NETWORK
LuckNoW 

The Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) Delhi unit and party’s spokes-
person, Shehzad Poonawala on Sunday slammed the Aam 
Aadmi Party and Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia by putting out ‘Lootera’ poster on various platforms 
of social media.

Poonawala said, “Today the entire people of Delhi are saying 
the Aam Aadmi Party is a party of lootera, and therefore, the 
BJP Delhi today has put out only the sentiment of the people 
of Delhi. BJP is not in any mood to give space to Delhi’s Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal and his deputy, Manish Sisodia.”

Poonawala further said, “This is a liquor motion production 
film directed by Arvind Kejriwal, and it is a Maha Thug and 
Sukesh production film where the star cast involves Satyen-
dra Jain, Manish Sisodia, and all the others who have been 
looting Delhi in one after the other scam from ‘Sharaab Gho-
tala’ to Tihar Ke Andar Ghotala’ to ‘Hawala Ghotala’. And, 
therefore, this is a reflection of the sentiment of the people 
of Delhi.”

Raising the point of misuse of the position of Deputy CM 
and his office by Manish Sisodia, BJP Spokesperson said that 
we have seen how Manish Sisodia tried to abuse his official 
position to suppress the liquor scam. “We have seen how in-
side Tihar, Satyendra Jain, still a minister abuses official posi-
tion to extort money. We have seen how hundreds of crores 
were extorted, how expensive watches were given, and how 
international PR was being organised. And now Kejriwal, 
instead of taking action on the star cast of corruption and 
loot, instead of throwing them out of the cabinet, is protecting 
corruption. Because he likes this film that has been running 
for eight years in Delhi from 2013 onwards and this film has 
many sequels,” he stated further.

Sisodia has been made the prime accused in an FIR reg-
istered by the CBI to probe alleged irregularities in the for-
mulation and implementation of the new state excise policy 
2021-22.

The BJP’s allegations have come at a time when the AAP 
started campaigning for the Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) polls.

The Election Commission has declared the date for Delhi 
civic body elections, and 250 seats of MCD will go to poll on 
4 December. The nomination process for the polls has also 
started.

14 November is the last date for nominations, and the last 
date for withdrawal of nominations is 19 November.  

Union Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh 
on Sunday reacted to 

the alleged controversy that 
has been revolving around 
the logo of the G20 summit 
and asked if they should 
forget the culture because it 
resembles their party sign.

“They are debating around 
the logo of the G20 Sum-
mit and are alleging that 
the Prime Minister has em-
bossed the symbol of his par-
ty on it. Have they forgotten 
about freedom fighters who 
in 1857 had a roti (chapati) in 
their one hand and a lotus in 
another?” Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh said.

“Despite the fact that the 
lotus is our national flower, 
should we forget our culture 
just because it is our party’s 
logo as well,” Rajnath Singh 
added.

On Tuesday, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi launched 
the G20 logo for India’s presi-
dency via video conferenc-
ing.

An official statement from 
the government said it drew 
inspiration from the vibrant 
colours of the Indian nation-
al flag. It juxtaposes planet 
Earth with the lotus, India’s 

national flower that reflects 
growth amid challenges.

However, since its launch, 
the G20 logo has been re-
ceiving constant backlash, 
including the Lotus embed-
ded on it.

Hitting hard at the central 
government for including 
the lotus symbol for India’s 
G20 Presidency, which also 

happens to be the BJP’s party 
symbol, veteran Congress 
leader and spokesperson 
Jairam Ramesh said that the 
Prime Minister and the BJP 
would not lose any opportu-
nity to “promote themselves 
shamefully.”

“Over 70 years ago, Ne-
hru rejected the proposal to 
make Congress flag the flag 
of India. Now, BJP’s election 
symbol has become official 
logo for India’s presidency 
of G20!” Ramesh tweeted on 
10 November.

“While shocking, we know 
by now that Mr Modi and BJP 
won’t lose any opportunity to 
promote themselves shame-
lessly” the tweet added.

Reacting to the aforesaid 
on the same day, the BJP 
lambasted Congress, saying 
the party has been insulting 
Indian culture and Hinduism 
by disrespecting “lotus”.

BJP Rajya Sabha MP and 

national spokesperson Sud-
hanshu Trivedi had said, 
“Lotus has been one of the 
most important in the cul-
ture of India for thousands of 
years. If we want to become 
an intellectual superpower 
and an economic superpow-
er, then we have to believe it. 
Goddess Lakshmi rests on 
the lotus. Goddess Saraswati 
also sits on the lotus. Those 
who talk about opposing the 
lotus, are certainly insulting 
Indian culture and Hindu-
ism.” “Once upon a time, the 
election symbol of Congress 
was a cow and calf. Was the 
cow not a symbol of Indian 
culture? But, yet again, they 
are doing politics on a special 
constitutional subject. This 
shows how much disrespect 
they have towards elements 
of nationalism. They are 
ready to go to any extent to 
humiliate national senti-
ments,” he added.

SYmBOlISm 

'ShOUld wE fOrgET OUr CUlTUrE?' 
rAJNATh AmId g20 lOgO dEBATE 
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Rajnath Singh

Haseeb -ul-Hasan

The Anti-Corruption Branch 
(ACB) on Saturday registered 
an FIR against unidentified 
persons in connection with 
the alleged embezzlement of 
funds of Delhi Jal Board (DJB) 
worth Rs 20 crore, according 
to the officials.

According to the ACB, in 
2019, the vigilance depart-
ment of the DJB discovered 
“serious fraud” and embezzle-
ment of DJB money by the of-
ficials/agencies concerned.

“The Vigilance Depart-
ment, after scrutinising the 
documents seized from the 
Revenue Department of DJB, 
has concluded that the pre-
liminary investigation into the 
matter reveals embezzlement 
of DJB funds amounting to Rs 
20 crore and above,” an offi-
cial statement said.

The ACB said that the de-
partment would investigate 
the role of DJB officials and 
other private players in the 
alleged embezzlement that it 
claimed took place between 
2012 and 2019.

Detailing the case, the ACB 
officials said that the DJB had 
awarded the work of setting 
up automotive bill payment 
collection machines at differ-
ent locations in different DJB 
offices to Corporation Bank 
(now Union Bank of India) for 
a period of three years. It was 
alleged that the bank involved 
a private agency for the setting 
up of kiosks and collection of 
bills from various locations in 
the city. The contract is said to 
have been extended from time 
to time till the time the alleged 
fraud was detected, in October 
2019. “The matter was imme-
diately brought to the notice 
of the Bank for recovery of 
the amount collected from 
the e-Kiosks, which the Bank 
had failed to deposit in the 
bank account of DJB during 
the above said period, along 
with penal interest and other 
liabilities. However, despite 
protracted deliberations at 
the senior level all this while, 
the Bank is apparently reluc-
tant to return the money em-
bezzled by its vendor to cause 
substantial financial loss to 
DJB,” the statement said.

SErIOUS frAUd 

EmBEzzlEmENT Of  
rS 20 Cr frOm dElhI JAl 
BOArd fUNd, fIr lOdgEd 
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BJP’s Poonawala 
hits out at AAP 
and Sisodia with 
‘Lootera’ poster

mCd POllS
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dENIEd A TICKET, UPSET fOrmEr AAP COUNCIlOr ClImBS 
TrANSmISSION TOwEr

Students come up with unique rice 
cooker for diabetic patients 

A group of Kashmir University stu-
dents have received patent rights for 
their innovation of coming up with a 
‘Starch Rice Cooker’ for diabetic pa-
tients.

The five students who came up 
with this Starch Rice Cooker innova-
tion were recently honoured with an 

award by the Lieutenant Governor of 
Jammu and Kashmir, Manoj Sinha.

Sajid Noor, Jahangir Hameed Lone, 
Imran Nazir, Azur Hussain, and their 
teacher, Dr Bilal Ahmed Malik, cre-
ated this cooker for diabetic patients. 
The Indian Patent Authority has 
granted them patent rights.

As per the details, this device can 
cook meals for a number of people 
remotely over a text message and can 

also monitor the starch status of the 
rice while it is being cooked.

The students have asserted that it is 
a unique invention as it does not in-
volve the manual method of cooking 
rice.

“The two more chambers for water 
and rice have been made in this rice 
cooker, which is controlled by Manbi 
technology over GSM and IoT,” Sajid 
Noor told a local news channel.

top of the day

fIrE AT ThrEE hOUSES 
IN ASSAm’S dArrANg
DarraNG: Properties 
worth several lakhs of 
rupees were gutted in a 
massive fire that broke 
out in assam’s Darrang 
district on Sunday. No ca-
sualty or injury to anyone 
was reported in the fire 
incident, the police said. 
officials said that the fire 
incident was reported at 
a house in the Dalgaon 
Besimari area in the wee 
hours of Sunday. accord-
ing to police, the fire broke 
out at a house owned 
by Nur Jamal, and soon 
it spread to other three 
nearby houses, gutting 
properties worth several 
lakhs of rupees.

 TrAffIC AdVISOrY 
ISSUEd AhEAd Of 
INdIA INTErNATIONAl 
TrAdE fAIr
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
police have made special 
traffic arrangements in 
view of the India Interna-
tional Trade Fair, 2022 at 
Pragati Maidan from 14 to 
27 November and advised 
people to plan their travel 
accordingly. as per the 
guidelines, the Delhi Traf-
fic Police has appealed 
to the general public to 
avoid the Bhairon Marg, 
Purana Quila road, along 
with the Shershah road, 
Mathura road, Subra-
maniam Bharti Marg 
crossing. Visitors to the 
International Trade Fair 
have been requested to 
avail of public transport 
due to insufficient parking 
space. apart from it, the 
general public is also 
requested to use the foot-
over bridge on Mathura 
road. 

mEENAKAShI lEKhI 
AddrESSES ‘lArgEST 
EVEr YOgA fESTIVAl’ IN 
CENTrAl AmErICA
NEW DELHI: union 
Minister of State for 
External affairs and 
culture Meenakashi 
Lekhi addressed the 

“largest ever yoga festival” 
in central america. Tak-
ing to her official Twitter 
handle, Lekhi stated that 
the yoga festival was 
organized by the Indian 
Embassy in Guatemala 
with the participation of 
more than 2500 people 
in Guatemala city.  Every 
year, the International 
Day of Yoga (IDY) is 
celebrated on 21 June. 
This year, the 8th edition 
of the International Day 
of Yoga was organised 
in India and across the 
globe on the theme of 
‘Yoga for Humanity. 

mOhAN BhAgwAT TO 
UNVEIl STATUE Of dIlIP 
SINgh JUdEO ON 14 NOV
raNcHI: rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
(rSS) chief Mohan 
Bhagwat will visit 
chhattisgarh on Monday 
where he will attend 
programmes to be held 
in Jashpur on 14 Novem-
ber and in ambikapur 
on 15 November. on 
Sunday morning, he 
reached ranchi airport 
to attend a programme 
in Lohardaga. Bhagwat 
will unveil the statue 
of late BJP leader Dilip 
Singh Judeo in Jashpur 
on 14 November. on 15 
November, he will attend 
a Sangh programme in 
ambikapur where rSS 
volunteers from all over 
the state will be pres-
ent in large numbers. 
Bhagwat had visited the 
state capital raipur in 
September.
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SC iSSuES NOTiCE  
TO pETiTiONER
NEW DELHI: The Supreme court has 
issued a notice to a petitioner and the 
advocate who filed the petition on his be-
half, saying lawyers who file petitions on 
behalf of litigants would be liable for con-
tempt of court proceedings if the petition 
contained derogatory remarks against 
judges. a bench of Justices Br Gavai 
and BV Nagarathna, in an order passed 
on 11 November stated, “Issue notice, 
returnable on 2 December 2022, to the 
petitioner, Mohan chandra P. as well as 
the advocate on record, Vipin kumar Jai, 
as to why an action for contempt of court 
be not initiated against them. 

HC DiRECTS DEvaSWOm 
bOaRDS TO ENSuRE pROpER 
aRRaNGEmENTS 
kocHI: The kerala High court directed 
Travancore Devaswom Board and cochin 
Devaswom Board to ensure proper facili-
ties are provided to Sabarimala pilgrims 
in the temples, which are identified as 
the edathavalams (transit camps) under 
their management during the upcoming 
pilgrimage season. The High court issued 
the direction while considering a suo 
petition based on the report of the Special 
commissioner, Sabarimala, regarding 
the implementation and management of 
the Virtual-Q system by the Travancore 
Devaswom Board for Sabarimala darshan.

IN ThE COUrTS
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PUNJAB LAUDED 
FOR HEALTHCARE 
FACILITIES
CHANDIGARH: The 
Central government has 
hailed the Punjab govern-
ment led by the Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
for taking several path-
breaking initiatives to 
provide quality healthcare 
facilities to people. The 
Centre regularly monitors 
the progress of National 
Health Mission in the 
states through different 
mechanisms. The most 
important mechanism is 
Common Review Mission 
(CRM) undertaken every 
year. Under CRM, a team 
comprising government 
officials, public health 
experts, representative 
of development partners 
and civil society organisa-
tions undertake the field 
visit in different states. 
The focus of the CRM is to 
assess the implementa-
tion of the programmes 
for the citizens. The 15th 
Common Review Mission 
Team comprising of 16 
members under the 
leadership of A. Raghu, 
Deputy Director General, 
AYUSH, MoHFW, visited 
the state from Novem-
ber 4-11 during which 
it visited the districts of 
Ferozepur and Rupnagar. 

INTERSTATE GANG 
OF ATM CHEATS 
BUSTED, 209 ATM 
CARDS RECOVERED 
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Police has busted an Au-
tomated Teller Machine 
(ATM) fraudsters gang 
with the arrest of two ac-
cused in Palwal district. 
Police has also recovered 
209 ATM cards and a Pay-
tm swipe machine from 
their possession. Disclos-
ing this here today, the 
Haryana Police spokes-
person informed that the 
gang used to change ATM 
cards of innocent people 
in the name of assisting 
them and then commit 
the crime. On November 
9, 2022, Dharamvir Singh, 
a native of Uttrakhand 
presently living in NIT 
Faridabad had lodged a 
complaint that he went 
to an ATM to check his 
account balance. After 
some time, he received 
two SMSs about deduc-
tion of Rs 5,000 and Rs 
10,000 from the bank 
account.

PUNJAB GOVT 
TO ORGANISE 
UDARIYAN-BAL 
VIKAS MELA TODAY
CHANDIGARH: Min-
ister of Social Secu-
rity, Women and Child 
Development of Punjab, 
Dr. Baljit Kaur said that 
“Udariyan-Bal Vikas 
Mela Week” will be 
celebrated in Angan-
wari Centers of villages 
across the state from 14 
to 20 November 2022. 
Different programs will 
organised in Angan-
wadi centers for overall 
development of children 
with special focus on 
kids living in remote 
and rural areas. Divulg-
ing more details the 
minister said that this 
program will be held 
on all days during this 
period of celebration. 
On November 14th and 
15th local NGOs will 
make the public aware 
about child nutrition 
and on November 16th 
a special message from 
the government will be 
shared after which Vi-
kas Mela activities will 
begin in all Anganwaris. 

TOP OF THE DAY
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Dera Sacha Sauda 
follower’s murder:  
2 shooters 14-year-old

Dera Follower Pradeep 
Singh’s killing unmasked 
terrorist organisations’ 
strategy to enroll teenag-
ers to indulge in crime. 
As per official reports, 
two out of three persons 
arrested by the Special 
Cell of the Delhi Police on 
Friday, two turned out to 
be 14 years old boys from 
Haryana. This has come 
to light in the killing of 
Pradeep Singh, an accused 
in a sacrilege incident and 
a follower of the contro-
versial Dera Sacha Sauda, 
Sirsa. Within a week after 
the murder of Hindu Lead-
er Sudhir Suri, Dera fol-
lower Pradeep Singh was 
shot down early morning 
when he was going to 
open his shop along with  
his gunman.

 “This is shocking for 
us. These boys seem to be 
earning some easy money, 
and are just trigger-happy 
juveniles and have no iota 
of idea what they have 
done, and also there was 
no motive behind the kill-
ing,” said the official.

“One of them was also in-
volved in a recent murder. 
After interrogating them, 
they said that there is no big 
deal in using a handgun. ‘You 
just have to press the trig-
ger”.  The police believe the 
two belonged to a module 
of another teenage shooter 
19 year old Ankit Sersa who, 
along with five others, had 
gunned down singer Sidhu 
Moosewala earlier this year.  
These two juveniles of fan 
followers of Ankit Sersa and 
said that Ankit Sersa influ-
enced them.

On the involvement of 
gangster Goldy Brar in 
the incident, Delhi Po-
lice officials, said, “Goldy 
had drawn flak for killing 
Moosewala from the hard-
liners. Moosewala was a 
Sikh icon. His killing has 
not gone well with pro-
Khalistan groups. Goldy 
is facing trouble in hiding 

in Canada and is looking 
for support to seek political 
asylum in Canada or any 
other country. For this, he 
needs the support of the 
hardliners.”

When asked about teen-
agers' involvement in the 
killing, Political Analyst 
Ramnik Mann said, “In 
every country, there is a 
system in place for child la-
bour and so as for the juve-
niles. Parents, Guardians, 
Police and society have to 
come together to watch 
out our kids for not to fell 
prey to these gangsters. 
And Juvenile Act shall not 
be a tool for Gangsters to 
escape and use teenagers 
for this, as there is no hard 
punishment for teenagers 
in Juvenile Act. This matter 
shall be put in the ambit of 
hardcore investigation and 
further should be brought 
to book”.

Sunil Jakhar Tweeted on 
this matter and said Senior 
BJP Leader Sunil Jakhar 
showed his concern on 
Twitter , “Alarming! Grow-
ing number of teens are 
turning into guns-for-hire 
as reflected by the arrest 
of minors in recent Kotka-
pura & Moosewala mur-
der cases. Whatever’s the 
reason-unemployment/
easy money/glorification 
of gangsters-it should be 
cause of serious concern 
for Govt & the society.”

The EX DGP of Punjab,  
ShashiKant shared his 
views, “Reported arrest of 
some minors in the recent 
murder of Pradeep Premi 
in kotkapura, Punjab, 
shows a new twist to the 
strategy of terrorists and 
gangsters. Now they are 
now employing minors 
for murders etc. Maybe 
in times to come they may 
start using minors in their 
other serious nefarious 
activities. It may be only 
because minors are gen-
erally protected under 
Juvenile Delinquency Pro-
visions, entailing special  
protection.”

TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH 

WITHIN A WEEK 

After 2 target killings, 
Mann Govt go strict on 
'Gun Culture' in Punjab

The state government has 
taken a strict stand regard-
ing gun culture in Punjab.  
Glorification of weapons or 
violence is not new in Pun-
jabi songs, so songs glorify-
ing weapons or violence will 
also be prohibited. Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
has issued strict instruc-
tions regarding this. Along 
with the ban on public dis-
play of weapons, all arms li-
censes issued so far will be 
fully reviewed within the 
next 3 months. Also, new 
licenses will not be granted 
for a new weapon unless the 
District Collector is person-
ally satisfied or there are ex-
ceptional grounds suitable 
for authorizing the appeal-
ing end.  

The government has also 
taken strict steps to stop the 
public display of weapons 
in Punjab. Under this, the 
public display of weapons 
(including demonstrations 
on social media) will be 
strictly prohibited. Along 
with this, random check-
ing will be done in different 
areas in the coming days.

FIR will be registered 
against those who would 
not adhere to government 

instructions and strict 
action will also be taken 
against those who speak 
abusive language against 
any community/religion.

Also, hasty or careless use 
of weapons or firing during 
celebration especially in mar-
riages or any personal party 
that endangers human life or 
the personal safety of others, 
shall be a punishable offence 
now onwards in Punjab. An 
FIR will be registered against 
the violator.

To review the orders, ran-
dom checking will be done 
in the coming days, the 
sources added. 

In order to put a check on 
the gun culture in the state, a 
ban will also be imposed on 
songs that promote gun cul-
ture or violence in the state. 

The state witnessed two 
major incidents — killing 
of Shiv Sena (Taksali) leader 
Sudhir Suri on November 4 
and Dera Sacha Sauda fol-
lower Pardeep Singh on 
November 10.

In May this year, the state 
witnessed the death of fa-
mous Punjabi singer Sidhu 
Moose Wala who was shot 
dead in Jawaharke village 
of Mansa district. Dozens 
of gangsters have been ar-
rested by the police in con-
nection with the case. 

TDG NETWORK
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HP ELECTIONS

Doon constituency 
records highest poll 
percentage

As Himachal Pradesh assem-
bly elections concluded on 
Saturday, the state witnessed 
a voter turnout of over 74 
percent with assembly seats 
in Solan and Shimla districts 
recording the highest and 
lowest turnout respectively.
As per the official data of the 
Election Commission on con-
stituency-wise poll percent-
age, the Doon constituency 
of Solan district recorded the 
highest voting percentage 
of 85.2. This was followed 
by Sirmaur district's Shil-
lai constituency where 84.1 
percent voting was recorded. 
Seraj constituency of Mandi 
district stood third with 82 
percent voter turnout.

Shimla (U) constituency of 
Shimla district recorded the 
lowest 62.53 percent voting in 
all 68 assembly seats of Him-
achal, shows official records.

This was followed by Bilas-
pur's Nainadevi seat which 
recorded 80% voting.

Sirmaur's Nahan seat re-
corded 79.25% voting, fol-
lowed by Nachan seat of Man-
di district and the Manali seat 
of Kullu witnessed 79 percent 
voting each. Gagret and Ha-
roli seats of Una district and 

Shimla's Jubbal Kotkhai seat 
witnessed 78% voting each.

This was followed by Man-
di's Sundernagar seat which 
recorded 77.37 percent vot-
ing. Una seat (of Una district), 
and Mandi's Balh and Kulli's 
Banjaar recorded 77 percent 
voting each.

Mandi district's Karsog 
seat recorded 76.53 % voting, 
Drang seat recorded 76.5% 
voting, and Sarkaghat seat 
recorded the lowest 68% vot-
ing in the district. Solan con-
stituency of Solan district re-
corded the lowest 66% voting 
in the five constituency seats 
in the district, shows official 
records.  CEO revealed that 
out of total 1779 complaints 
received during this period, 
292 were closed after in-
quiry, and corrective action 
was taken and compliance 
reported in as many as 1308 
such complaints.

Out of these, 1013 com-
plaints were received over 
the C-vigil app out of which 
corrective action was taken 
in respect of 861 complaints.

Meanwhile, the Election 
Commission on Sunday 
prohibited the conduct 
of any exit poll and pub-
lishing the result of exit 
polls from 12 November to  
5 December 2022.

TDG NETWORK
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FOR BRICK-KILNS

Punjab makes 
mandatory to use 
20% straw as fuel

Punjab government on Sun-
day announced to make it 
mandatory for brick-kilns 
across the state to use 20 per 
cent of straw as fuel.

It was disclosed by Environ-
ment, Science and Technol-
ogy Minister Gurmeet Singh 
Meet Hayer here. He said 
under the guidelines of Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann, 
the government has issued a 
notification that 20 per cent 
of straw pellets for brick-kilns 
must be used as fuel.

He also said brick-kiln 
owners have been given six 
months to prepare for this 
new management and action 
will be taken against those 
who do not implement these 
instructions after May 1, 2023.

Hayer said in-situ and ex-
situ works are being done by 
the government to help farm-
ers in stubble management 

and deal with the problem of 
pollution caused by stubble 
burning. The farmers of Pun-
jab have been provided 1.25 
lakh machines on subsidy for 
in-situ stubble management 
whereas under ex-situ, indus-
tries are being encouraged to 
use stubble as fuel. Efforts are 
being made to generate CNG, 
electricity and other energy 
sources from straw, said the 
minister.

Hayer said with the new 
decision regarding the use 
of straw as fuel will give a big 
boost to straw management 
and farmers will also get fi-
nancial help by selling straw.
He said the Department of 
Environment and Science 
and Technology will provide 
all technical assistance to the 
brick-kilns. Besides, all Dep-
uty Commissioners have also 
been asked to follow these in-
structions under the notifica-
tion issued in this regard.
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ACROSS HARYANA

31,505 CASES SETTLED AT 
NATIONAL LOK ADALAT

In National Lok Adalat 
held in 13 Districts in Hary-
ana 46,469 cases were tak-
en up and 31505 cases were 
disposed of at pre-litigative 
stage. Total amount of Rs. 
8,23,11,630/- were settled. 
That apart, 151258 pending 
cases were taken up and 
out of 85244 cases were 
decided.  Total amount 
of Rs. 73,36,71,641/- were 
settled. A total of of 116749 
cases both at pre litigative 
stage and pending stage 
were settled thereby set-
tling total amount of Rs. 
81,59,83,271/- between the 
parties. That apart, Debt 
Recovery Tribunal-2 (DRT-
2) has conducted National 
Lok Adalat today and 83 
cases were decided out of 
100 cases and amount of 
Rs.35,15,00,000/- were 
settled.  The District Con-
sumer Forums situated 
in 13 Districts where Na-
tional Lok Adalat held on 
Sunday have organized 
National Lok Adalat and 
138 cases were decided out 
of 778 cases and amount of 
Rs.13,31,710/-settled.             

Haryana State Legal Ser-

vices Authority organized 
its 4th and last National 
Lok Adalat of the year un-
der the guidance of Justice 
Augustine George Masih, 
Judge, Punjab & Haryana 
High Court and Executive 
Chairman, Haryana State 
Legal Services Authority 
across the State of Hary-
ana. The National Lok 
Adalat was organized in 13 
Districts namely Bhiwani, 
Faridabad, Fatehabad, 
Hisar, Jind, Jhajjar, Kaithal, 
Mewat, Narnaul, Panch-
kula, Panipat, Palwal, 
Yamuna Nagar including 
their Sub-Divisions and 
in remaining 09 Districts 
namely Sonepat, Sirsa, 
Kurukshetra, Rewari, 
Rohtak, Karnal, Charkhi 
Dadri, Gurugram and Am-
bala, National Lok Adalat 
will be held on 26.11.2022 
due to implementation of 
Code of Conduct in view 
of ongoing elections of Zila 
Parishad and Panchayat 
Samiti. Total 116749 cases 
were settled pertaining 
to "Civil, Criminal, Mat-
rimonial, Bank Recovery, 
etc" including the cases of 
Permanent Lok Adalats 
(Public Utility Services) 
working in the ADR Cen-

tres out of 197727. 60 % of 
cases have been settled in 
total.  The purpose of hold-
ing National Lok Adalat is 
to facilitate a platform to 
the litigants to settle their 
disputes amicably. On 
the day of National Lok 
Adalat, Justice Augustine 
George Masih, Judge, Pun-
jab & Haryana High Court 
and Executive Chairman, 
HALSA monitored the 
Lok Adalats through video 
conferencing in aforemen-
tioned 13 Districts.   Lord-
ship interacted with the 
Benches and gave guide-
lines to the Benches.

Hon’ble Justice Augustine 
George Masih has conveyed 
his best wishes for success-
ful National Lok Adalat and 
congratulated all the bench-
es for making their best ef-
forts in disposing maximum 
number of cases for today’s 
National Lok Adalat. His 
Lordship has called upon to 
settle maximum number of 
cases through National Lok 
Adalat as it is an effective 
alternative dispute resolu-
tion method for ensuring 
quick and final consensual 
disposal of cases binding on 
the parties without incur-
ring any extra cost or fees.

RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

POLICE OUTSIDE BAGHPAT ASHRAM

GURMEET RAM RAHIM'S 
SECURITY INCREASED
A heavy police force has been 
deployed by the Uttar Pradesh 
Police outside the Baghpat 
Ashram under the Binauli 
police station area of Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim to avoid any un-
toward incident.

The security of Dera Sa-
cha Sauda's Barnawa Ash-
ram located in the Baghpat 
district of the Indian state 
of Uttar Pradesh has been 
increased keeping in view 
the stay of the Dera chief, 
Ram Rahim in the Ashram. 
Gurmeet Ram Rahim, head 
of Barnawa Dera Sacha 
Sauda Ashram, is serving a 
sentence for rape and mur-
der in Rohtak's Sunaria Jail. 
He has been granted parole 
for 40 days and during this 
period, he will be staying at 
Barnawa's ashram.

Keeping in view the stay 
at the Ashram, the Uttar 
Pradesh Police has increased 
the security of Dera chief 

Gurmeet Ram Rahim.
Speaking about the heavy 

police force deployment out-
side the ashram, a servant at the 
camp informed that "searches 
are also being conducted on 
suspicious persons". Apart 
from this, "the crowd is also 
not allowed to gather around 
the ashram". The priority of the 
police is to prevent any untow-
ard incident.

Informing about the course 
of the event at the Dera Sacha 
Barnawa ashram, a female 
attendant said that continu-
ous checking of the service-
man is being done. The IDs 
of regular visitors, as well as 
sevadars, are being checked. 
Sevadars are being changed 
shift wise and a shift not 
lasting more than 3 hours 
is being followed. Detec-
tors have been deployed as 
well for a full-body scan and 
mobile phones are not being 
allowed inside the Ashram.

A Sevadar Lakhveer Singh, 
posted at the main gate of the 

Aashram speaking about the 
security processes informed 
that Sevadars are required 
for facilities inside the Ash-
ram. The sevadars working 
for the Ashram are being 
searched for their IDs, and 
are being allowed inside 
only after ascertaining their 
know-how, and the blocks 
they are coming from.

Adequate arrangements 
have been made by the ad-
ministration to avoid any 
untoward incident.

The Dera chief's family had 
submitted an application to 
the jail authorities seeking 
month-long parole for him. 
Rahim was granted parole 
for a month on June 17.

He has been incarcerated, 
since 2017, in Haryana's Su-
naria jail where he is serving 
a 20-year-term for raping 
two women disciples at his 
ashram's headquarters in 
Sirsa. Earlier in February, 
the Dera chief was granted 
three weeks' leave.
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AMONG STALWARTS

Following the defeat 
of Congress candi-
date Jai Prakash in 

the Adampur by-election, 
the party stalwarts con-
tinue to level serious al-
legations  at each other 
everyday which is indicat-
ing the worsen scenario of 
the Congress in the state. 
The Congress  leaders 
namely Kiran Chaudhary 
and Kumari Seleja have 
stood up together against 
party veteran and Leader 
of Opposition Bhupendra 
Singh Hooda accusing him 
of taking one sided deci-
sions once again. Accord-
ing to political experts, if 
the party high command 

did not intervene in time, 
there could be a situation 
of disunity in the party.  At 
present, the internal uproar 
in the Congress is between 
Hooda and Kumari Seleja, 
Kiran Chaudhary and Ran-
deep Surjewala.  None of 

these had joined the cam-
paign for the party candi-
date which led to ruckus in 
Haryana Congress. 

In this series, Kiran Chaud-
hary took on Uday Bhan, 
the state party president 
and a loyalist to Hooda on 
Sunday stating that she was 
not asked to campaign in 
Adampur by polls by him 
formally. Even he refrains 
to have dialogues with her. 
She further said that she has 
been MLA for five times and 
despite that she was kept 
away while finalizing the 
party contender for by polls. 

Following the debacle, 
Jai Parkash who could not 
fight the bypolls successful-
ly had emphasised that  the 
Congress tried to take along 
all factions to put up a unit-

ed front. He contacted two 
of the party leaders namely 
Selja and Kiran Choud-
hary to campaign for him 
but despite that no one did 
respond did not respond.  
They were non-committal. 
We did our best.

Earlier, Udaybhan had 
refused to consider Kiran 
Chaudhary a bigwig in the 
party saying that Hooda 
is the face of the Party in 
Haryana. Thus, The in-
fighting among all the se-
niors of the party is a battle 
for political existence and 
supremacy in the party, 
for which not even a slight 
chance of stopping seems 
at the moment. The ruling 
BJP is keeping a close eye 
on the ongoing infighting 
among the Congress lead-

ers and the same is most 
likely to get the BJP politi-
cal mileage ahead of forth-
coming assembly polls to 
be slated in 2022.  Besides, 
all the senior leaders in the 
Congress are considering 
themselves as contenders 
for the post of CM. 

Over the widened rift 
among the Congress lead-
ers, the BJP leader and the 
state education minister 
Kanwar Pal took a dig at 
the main opposition party 
saying it is a divided house 
in the state. In case Kiran 
Chaudhary is willing to 
join the BJP, She would be 
most welcomed. Thus, to an 
extent this discord within 
the Congress is a profit-
able deal for the BJP in  
many ways.

FOLLOWING ADAMPUR DEBACLE, CONGRESS 
CONTINUES TO WITNESS CRACKS 
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

Bhupendra Singh Hooda.
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flew 
over the city’s 
core and sirens 
sounded.

“I  was 50-55 metres 
(yards) away, suddenly 
there was the noise of an 
explosion. I saw three or 
four people on the ground,” 
witness Cemal Denizci, 57, 
told AFP.
“People were running in 
panic. The noise was huge. 
There was black smoke. 
The noise was so strong, 
almost deafening,” he said.

As they left the area, par-
ents gathered their kids in 
their arms.

No explanation for the 
explosion’s cause has been 

provided by the authorities.
A big security cordon has 

been set up by the police to 
bar entry to the damaged 
area out of concern for a 
second explosion, accord-
ing to an AFP video jour-
nalist on the site.

All entrances were equal-
ly barred by a sizable secu-
rity presence, and it was 
clear that both police and 
rescue personnel were 
heavily deployed.

The explosion happened 
in the well-known Istiklal 
shopping district, which 
is well-liked by both locals 
and tourists, shortly after 
4:00 pm (1300 GMT).

Images shared on social 

media at the time of the 
explosion show that it was 
accompanied by flames 
and that people instantly 
ran in all directions out of 
fright.

These pictures showed 
a massive dark crater and 
a number of bodies on the 
ground nearby.

Istiklal Street had previ-
ously been attacked dur-
ing an attack campaign 
that targeted Istanbul in 
2015–2016.

These attacks, which 
were claimed by the Islam-
ic State organisation, left 
more than 2,000 people 
injured and almost 500 
dead.

IPC, Sec 4 
(i)(ii) of TS 

Prohibition of Rag-
ging Act has been 
registered. After 

discovering the management’s 
negligence, the police stated 
that the college administra-
tion would also be charged in 
the FIR. “FIR is being altered 

and more relevant sections will 
be added and college manage-
ment’s name will also be added. 
Further investigation is under-
way,” stated the police.

o n e  r u n 
after Shaheen 
Afridi sent a de-
livery crashing 

through his gates. England 
was 7/1 after one over.

England needed six in 10 
balls, and five of their bat-
ters were back in the hut for 
132. Stokes brought up his 
first half-century in T20I 
cricket with a four in 47 
balls. Scores were levelled.

Stokes brought in the 
winning runs, and Eng-
land finished the innings 

at 138/5 in 19 overs, with 
Stokes unbeaten at 52 off 
49 balls and Liam Living-
stone at 1.

Rauf (2/23) was the pick 
of the bowlers for Pakistan. 
Shaheen, Wasim, and Sha-
dab picked one each.

Earlier, Sam Curran, Chris 
Jordan, and Adil Rashid 
delivered stunning spells to 
restrict Pakistan to 137/8 in 
the final of the ongoing ICC 
T20 World Cup at the iconic 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) on Sunday.

6 dead as explosion rocks 
turkey, terror attack suspected
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airport

england beat pakistan 
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AQI slides, still in ‘Very 
Poor’ category

Priyanka questioned 
me about her father’s 
killing: Nalini Sriharan

from the 
Vellore jail on 
Saturday follow-
ing an order from 

the Supreme Court on Fri-
day, freeing all six convicts, 
including RP Ravichandran, 
in the case.

Sriharan further urged 
the Tamil Nadu government 
to take the necessary ac-
tions to release her husband 
as soon as possible from the 
Trichy Special camp.
“On Monday I am going to 
meet my husband at Trichy 
Special camp. We got mar-
ried and we have a child who 
lives aboard. My daughter is 
so excited to meet her father. 
I really want to go and see 
a few places in Tamil Nadu 
mainly the late Kamala Sir 
Memorial. I can’t meet my 
husband yet so am not hap-
py at present. I request the 
Tamil Nadu government to 
take the necessary actions 
to release him as soon as 
possible from the Camp,” 
she said.

She further said that she 
wants to meet all the people 
who helped her to come out 
of this case.
“I want to see Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister MK Stalin. 
I want to meet CM Stalin 
soon and really want to 
thank him. I am very thank-
ful to the Gandhi Family. I 
am ready to meet them if I 
get a chance to meet them,” 
Sriharan said.

Recounting her days in 
jail she said that the con-
victs were treated in jail 
like death convicts and even 
though she was two months 
pregnant she was locked in-
side the prison
“We have been treated in 
jail like death convicts. Even 
when I was two months 
pregnant, they locked me 
inside the prison,” Sriharan 
said. Talking about her fu-
ture plans, she said, “Fam-
ily will be my priority and I 
am not going to do anything 
professional. My whole life 
is totally destroyed already 
so I am going to take care of 

the family,” she added.
Supreme Court Advocate 

Ananda Selvan said, “She 
was living in prison for 
more than 30 years so we 
wanted to help her. We had 
worked for 20 years to help 
her. Due to good conduct, 
Tamil Nadu Government 
agreed to give premature 
release to her.”

Apart from Nalini, the 
other convicts in the case 
are Ravichandran, Robert 
Payas, Jayakumar, S Raja, 
and Sriharan.

Ravichandran, one of the 
six convicts in the assassi-
nation of former PM Rajiv 
Gandhi, was released from 
Madurai Central Prison.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had earlier recom-
mended the premature re-
lease of convicts saying that 
its 2018 aid and advice for 
the remission of their life 
sentence is binding upon 
the Governor.

Nalini Sriharan and five 
others were serving life sen-
tence terms in the assassina-
tion of former Prime Min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi. They 
were set free by the SC on 
the grounds of having good 
conduct in jail.

Rajiv Gandhi was assas-
sinated on May 21, 1991, 
at Sriperumbudur Tamil 
Nadu by a woman suicide 
bomber of the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
group during a public rally. 
The seven convicts were 
sentenced to death for their 
role in the killing. They in-
cluded Nalini Sriharan, RP 
Ravichandran, Jayakumar, 
Santhan, Murugan, Robert 
Payas, and AG Perarivalan.

In the year 2000, Na-
lini Sriharan’s sentence 
was reduced to a life term. 
Later in the year 2014, the 
sentence of the other six 
convicts was also reduced, 
and during the same year, 
the then Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu J Jayalalitha 
recommended the release 
of all the seven convicts in 
the case.

to the counting 
center.

As per officials, the 
polling party after the 
assembly election for the 

66-Rampur (SC) Assembly Constit-
uency was held on Saturday.

District election commission au-
thorities said that they received 
information after the completion 
of polling that polling party no. 146 
assigned to Duttnagar-49 was car-
rying EVM and VVPAT in their 
private vehicle bearing registration 
number HP-03D-2023.

Congress workers allege that the 
EVM and VVPAT machines were 
being transported with the inten-
tion of tampering at the behest of 
the BJP.

The police administration reached 
the spot as soon as the incident was 

reported, tried to pacify the protes-
tors, and sent the EVM and VVPAT 
machines to the strong room.

The election commission authori-
ties closely checked the EVM and 
VVPAT machines in the presence of 
Congress and BJP workers outside 
the strong room, and claimed the 
machines were sealed properly and 
no tampering was found.

Officials claimed that the poll-
ing party used a private vehicle 
in a hurry to surrender the EVM/
VVPAT machines and to be free 
from responsibility.
“We found that Polling Party No. 
146 was carrying the EVM/VVPAT 
machine in a private vehicle, which 
is a clear-cut violation of the instruc-
tion of ECI, and we have prima facie 
found that the party has not followed 
the due procedures and violated the 

ECI instruction,” returning officer 
(SDM) Surender Mohan said in an 
order.

The polling party members have 
been identified as Jagat Ram, PRO, 
Secondary Education GSSS Baur 
Nerwa, Inder Paul, PO, Secondary 
Education, GSSS Melandi Tehsil, Ku-

marsain, Rajesh Kumar, APRO, Sec-
ondary Education, GSSS Kelvi Tehsil 
Theog, Pradeep Kumar, PO, Elemen-
tary Education, Goverdhan Singh, 
Security Personnel, Department of 
Himachal Pradesh Police, and Vipan, 
Security Personnel, Department of 
Himachal Pradesh Police.

Apart 
from this, the 
year 2023 is also 
an election-filled 
year, with assem-

bly polls likely in nine states, 
including Tripura, Megha-
laya, Karnataka, Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh, and Chhat-
tisgarh, among others.

The BJP-led NDA govern-
ment has been in power at the 
centre since 2014 and is serv-
ing its second term under PM 
Narendra Modi. The BJP 
had a full majority in 2019 
too, with the party winning 

over 300 seats in the 2019 
polls. The party is confident 
that under the leadership of 
Modi, it can emerge victori-
ous in the general elections of 
2024.A scattered opposition 
is still searching for a leader 
who can bind all of them to-
gether.

Earlier, leaders like Sha-
rad Pawar, Mamata Baner-
jee, and Telangana Rashtra 
Samithi (renamed Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi) president 
K Chandrashekhar Rao at-
tempted opposition unity but 
got no results.

crucial role 
in shaping 

and strengthen-
ing the global 
architecture and 

governance in all major in-
ternational economic and 
developmental issues.

The G20 members repre-

sent around 85 percent of the 
global GDP, over 75 percent of 
global trade, and about 2/3 of 
the world’s population.

This summit this year is 
significant as India will hold 
the G20 presidency for a year 
starting December 1, and the 
handover will take place dur-

ing the next summit in Bali.
During the summit, PM 

Modi and other G20 leaders 
will deliberate extensively on 
key issues such as the state of 
the global economy, energy, 
environment, agriculture, 
health, and digital transmis-
sion, among others.

as Noida 
also registered 
very poor air qual-
ity with an AQI of 

341 while Gurugram’s AQI 
stood at 324 and continued 
to remain in the “very poor” 
category.

The AQI recorded at all ma-
jor monitoring stations in the 
national capital also stood in 
the “very poor” category.

Pusa recorded an AQI of 
326, while Dhirpur recorded 

an AQI of 319. Lodhi Road re-
corded 315, Delhi Airport (T3) 
recorded an AQI of 315, and 
Mathura Road recorded an 
AQI of 324. The AQI at Delhi 
University stood at 317, and 
at IIT Delhi, it stood at 349, in 
the “very poor category.”

The Air Quality Index from 
0 to 100 is considered good, 
while from 100 to 200 it is 
moderate, from 200 to 300 
it is poor, from 300 to 400 
it is said to be very poor, and 

from 400 to 500 or above it is 
considered severe. Meanwhile, 
after SAFAR reported that 
stubble burning contributed 
34% of Delhi’s PM 2.5 pol-
lution, the National Human 
Rights Commission gave the 
Chief Secretaries of Punjab, 
Haryana, Delhi, and Uttar 
Pradesh four weeks to submit 
specific reports to reduce air 
pollution in the Delhi-NCR 
and appear before it at the 
next hearing on November 18.

“The Chief Secretaries 
should remain present 
again either in person or via 
hybrid mode on November 
18 for the next hearing in 
the matter and submit, prior 
to this, their responses and 
affidavits within four days 
that positively address the 
points raised by it, among 
others, during the delibera-
tions and considerations of 
their responses,” the NHRC 
said on Saturday.

ec prohibits exit polls for hiMachal pradesh 
asseMbly polls
NEW DELHI: The Election Commission of India prohibited the conduct 
of exit polls and the publication of exit poll results from 12 November 
to 5 December, 2022. The commission designated the period from 
8:00 a.m. on 12 November to 5.30 p.m. on 5 December as the period 
during which conducting any exit poll and publishing the results will be 
prohibited. The polling was held for 68 constituency seats in Himachal 
Pradesh on Saturday, and the counting of votes is scheduled to be taken 
up on 8 December. The state recorded around 74.54 percent voter turn-
out, as per an official announcement by the Election Commission.

on the radar

Gautam lahiri

bigger role 
for priyanka
The BJP and Congress 
parties are upbeat 
over a possible vic-
tory in the recently 
held assembly poll in 
Himachal Pradesh. 
Following the poll 
boche, the party is 
considering electing a 
provisional Chief Min-
ister of the Himalayan 
state. Priyanka Gandhi 
Wadhera purchased 
a home on Shimla’s 
outskirts about a year 
ago. In that sense, 
she is a resident of 
Shimla. Some Con-
gress leaders specu-
late that Priyanka 
might become chief 
minister if the party 
wins the state. The 
voting pattern in the 
state is similar to the 
last assembly election 
in 2017, when the BJP 
defeated the ruling 
Congress party. The 
state has a political 
history of changing 
governments every 
five years. At the 
same time, the BJP is 
confident of forming 
government, effective-
ly negating anti-in-
cumbency sentiment. 
Because young Cen-
tral Minister Anurag 
Thakur has devoted 
his entire life to the 
party, some insiders 
believe Anurag will be 
the next Chief Minister 
if the BJP is success-
ful in the state.

prevent  
defection
When Rahul Gandhi’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra 
entered Maharash-
tra, there was much 
speculation about 
defections from the 
Congress party. Ulti-
mately, state leader-
ship has been able to 
prevent those possible 
defections. Again, 
in Madhya Pradesh, 
political observers 
speculate that when 
Bharat Jodo Yatra 
enters the state, some 
Congress MLAs may 
defect. Senior leaders 
of the party are now 
trying to identify the 
possible defectors 
and try to woo them 
with the promise of 
giving them bigger 
responsibilities in the 
future. Rahul Gandhi 
will enter Madhya 
Pradesh on November 
20 and is expected 
to spend 13 days in 
the state, covering 
approximately 400 km 
of roads on foot. To 
avoid embarrassment, 
Congress leaders are 
now working around 
the clock to prevent 
defections during 
Rahul’s yatra. 

new alliance 
The Delhi MCD elec-
tion was expected to 
be a straight fight be-
tween the Aam Aadmi 
Party and the BJP. Ac-
cording to some polls, 
though Congress is a 
player in the election, 
their ability to remain 
in the fray is minimal. 
Suddenly, a new politi-
cal alliance has made 
the election scenario 
interesting. 

sengers’ torso-hugging 
belts. According to the author-
ity, a Sudanese national at Doha 
Airport gave the travellers their 

belts during the transit period. He claimed 
a judge had taken the four travellers into jail 
and sentenced them to 14 days of judicial 
detention.

Similar to this, three travellers who had 
landed from Dubai had 8 kg of gold worth 
3.88 crore seized by customs agents, he said. 

He claimed that the group, which included 
two ladies, was carrying waxy gold dust. 

The official claimed that the gold was clev-
erly hidden in the waistband of the travellers’ 
jeans.  He added that the trio were arrested 
and remanded to judicial custody, and that 
one of the women was in her late 60s and 
using a wheelchair.

the ‘3 Gar-
bage Mountains’ 
gifted by the BJP,” 
the AAP tweeted 

along with the list of candi-
dates. The AAP’s second list 
was released shortly after the 
BJP issued its first list of 232 
candidates for the civic body 
elections.

Earlier, Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal had 
dared the BJP to tell the pub-
lic about five things they had 
done in the MCD in the last 
15 years.

On Friday, AAP released its 
first list of 134 candidates.

The party has fielded Bob-
by Kinaar, a member of the 
transgender community, as a 
candidate for the upcoming 
elections from Sultanpuri-A 
ward.

The Sultanpuri-A ward is a 
seat reserved for Scheduled 
Caste (SC) candidates. In the 
2017 elections, AAP’s San-
jeev Kumar won the seat.

Kejriwal had also released 
the party’s manifesto for the 
December 4 elections, say-
ing that his government will 
work on fulfilling 10 ‘guaran-
tees’. “We will work to fulfil 

10 guarantees. We will clean 
the streets of Delhi and solve 
the issue of garbage pile. We 
will also carry out beautifica-
tion of parks,” Kejriwal had 
said at a press conference.

He also promised to make 
the MCD corruption-free and 
solve vehicle-parking prob-
lems as part of his manifesto 
for the polls. MCD employees 
will be paid on time, accord-
ing to Kejriwal.

On November 9, Kejriwal 
chaired a meeting with top 
officials in the national capi-
tal. The meeting followed 
a crucial meeting of AAP 
MLAs chaired Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia and 
also featured the party’s state 
convenor and minister, Go-
pal Rai. They were assigned 
responsibilities at different 
levels to prepare for the civic 
elections.

As part of its preparations 
for the polls, the AAP has 
also launched the “Kude Par 
Jansamvad” campaign, dur-
ing which AAP leaders will 
listen to people’s garbage 
problems and discuss their 
solutions through Jansamvad 
(public interaction).

of Procedure) but it has no 
time limit. There should be a 

fixed time limit. 
Both the Parties have to do some-

thing in this area, when TDG asked, 
did you ever try to do something for time fix-
ing issue.  The Ex CJI replied, my tenure was 
so tiny, I had no chance to insist government.  
We had recommended one Elevation, I hold 
the office for six weeks, they can say yes or no 
but recommendation is still pending.

The former CJI, while interacting with media 
persons at his residence here, said the Supreme 
Court found the National Judicial Appointment 
Commission Act (NJAC) to be unconstitutional 
and if the government attempts to bring in the 
NJAC again, that is their prerogative.
“But so long as that is not brought in, we will 
have to follow the established mechanism,” he 
added.
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TOP OF THE DAY

TRIPURA: BJP ST 
MORCHA PREZ 
ATTACKED
KHOWAI: The Scheduled 
Tribe Morcha president 
of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) was injured 
in the Barmura area of 
Tripura’s Khowai district 
after he was allegedly 
attacked by the support-
ers of Tipra (The Indig-
enous Progressive Re-
gional Alliance) Motha. 
As per the information, 
the party leaders Bikash 
Debbarma and Bidyut 
Debbarma were also 
present with ST Morcha 
president Samir Oraon 
when the incident of 
the alleged attack took 
place, while they were 
returning after a meet-
ing. Earlier on August 11, 
Tripura Congress MLA 
Sudip Roy Barman was 
attacked by unidentified 
people in Agartala.

 1 ARRESTED FOR 
BEATING WOMAN 
BEGGAR TO DEATH
MUMBAI: Mumbai po-
lice on Sunday arrested 
a man for allegedly beat-
ing a 65-yr-old woman 
beggar to death in the 
Dhobi Ghat area. The 
police said that the 
incident took place near 
Dhobi Ghat of Mahalax-
mi on Saturday night. 

“When the deceased 
woman Sharda Keshav 
Waghmare was sleep-
ing with her bag, the 
accused tried to steal it. 
After that, the woman 
woke up. He pushed the 
woman on the ground 
and beat her badly to 
death,” the police said.  

NAVY SAILOR 
ALLEGEDLY SHOOTS 
SELF WITH SERVICE 
RIFLE, DIES
MUMBAI: An Indian 
Navy sailor allegedly 
died by suicide by shoot-
ing himself using his 
service rifle during his 
deputation on the naval 
ship, informed Mumbai 
Police on Sunday. Ac-
cording to the informa-
tion received from the 
Mumbai Police end, 
the incident occurred 
Saturday afternoon. The 
25-year-old sailor’s body 
has been sent for post-
mortem. Speaking about 
the incident, Mumbai’s 
Colaba police said that 
an accidental death 
report (ADR) has been 
filed at the Colaba 
Police station.

UP MAN ARRESTED 
ON CHARGES 
OF MURDER OF 
WOMAN
AMROHA: The body of 
a woman from Telan-
gana was found in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Amroha 
after she was allegedly 
murdered by a man she 
wanted to marry, an 
official said on Saturday. 
The accused man was 
arrested, Superinten-
dent of Police Aditya 
Langeh said. According 
to the official, an inves-
tigation had revealed 
that a missing report of 
the woman was filed on 
November 6. “The body 
of a Telangana woman 
was found on November 
9 in the Gajraula PS area. 
Investigation revealed 
that an absent report 
was filed in this connec-
tion on November 6. 
The woman used to  
ike a man and wanted to 
marry him,” the  
official said.

SERIOUS ISSUE

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
MK Stalin on Sunday in-
spected rain-affected and 
waterlogged areas and said 
that the water drainage de-
partment and public works 
department working in the 
waterlogged areas of the 
state.

He informed that the state 
will continue to experience 
rainfall but there is no dan-
ger. He further said that he 
will be Seerkazhi area in the 
Nagapattinam District of the 
state to do inspection rain-
affected areas.

“Tonight I am travelling 
to Seerkazhi and after May-
iladuthurai and Cuddalore 
to do an inspection,” said 
Stalin.

When asked about water 
stagnation in many places 
in North Chennai, he said, 
“Show me where there is 

water stagnation. Only dur-
ing rainy times, there might 
be some water stagnation 
that happens but after some 
time it dries.”

Meanwhile, India Meteo-
rological Department pre-
dicted rainfall accompanied 
by thunderstorms in Chen-
nai on Sunday.

The Met Department is-
sued a red alert for Tamil 
Nadu.

Several parts of Chennai 
have been waterlogged due 
to the heavy rainfall since 
Friday, adding to the woes 
of the common people.

The IMD had earlier stated 
the depression that formed 
in the Bay of Bengal is likely 
to move towards the Tamil 
Nadu and Puducherry coast 
as an intense depression 
by Saturday, due to which 
coastal regions of Tamil 
Nadu and Puducherry are 
likely to experience heavy 
rains from for the next three 

days. “Puducherry and sur-
rounding areas have been 
receiving widespread heavy 
rains since last night due to 
the low-pressure area,” the 
Meteorological Department 
said adding that the inces-
sant rains in areas like Bussi 
Road, Laspettai East Coast 
Road, Karuvadikuppam are 
flooded compelling the mo-
torists to suffer.

Notably, the low-lying 
areas including Rainbow 
Nagar and Krishna Nagar 
are also surrounded by rain-
water.

The Puducherry govern-
ment ordered two days of 
holiday for schools and col-
leges in Puducherry and 
Karaikal for Friday and Sat-
urday (i.e., November 11 to 
November 12) due to heavy 
rain.

Similarly, in Tamil Nadu, 
schools and colleges remain 
closed in several districts in 
view of incessant rainfall.

Tamil Nadu CM Stalin 
inspects rain-affected 
areas in Chennai

TIPU SULTAN’S STATUE ROW

After a political controversy 
erupted following an an-
nouncement by Karnataka 
Congress MLA Tanveer 
Sait promising the installa-
tion of a 100 feet Tipu Sul-
tan’s statue in Srirangapat-
na, former chief minister of 
the state Siddaramaiah hit 
out at the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) saying 
that the party has been 
busy distorting the history 
around the 18th-century 
warrior.

“Why can’t the statue of 
Tipu Sultan be built? Does 
he not deserve a statue? The 
BJP always distorts history. 
One should remember 
what they said about Nara-
yan Guru, Ambedkar and 
others. They always twist 
and falsify facts,” Sidda-
ramaiah said on Saturday. 
Tanveer Sait on Thursday 
promised a 100 feet statue 

of Tipu Sultan in Sriran-
gapatna or Karnataka’s 
Mysuru that erupted in a 
political row.

Sait, who was elected 
MLA from the Narasim-
haraja constituency, said 
the statue would stand as 
a symbol of the “true his-
tory” of Tipu Sultan for the 
coming generations, fur-
ther claiming that the his-
tory around the warrior has 
been “distorted” by the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party.

“A 100-feet-tall statue of 
Tipu Sultan will be erected 
in Mysuru or Sriranga-
patna which will stand as 
a symbol of the actual his-
tory around him. The BJP 
government has been dis-
torting the history around 
Tipu Sultan and is bent on 
running his legacy down. 
Hence, there was an urgent 
need to build this statue,” 
Sait said while taking part 
in the Tipu Kannada Ra-

jyotsava in Mysuru on 
Thursday.

He said, “Despite the ban 
on erecting idols in Islam, 
I will still erect a statue of 
Tipu, to tell the truth to the 
next generations.”

Former chief minister 
Siddaramaiah also react-
ed to the announcement, 
claiming that the BJP was 
busy distorting the history 
around the 18th-century 
warrior.

Reacting to his announce-
ment, Sri Ram Sena chief 
Pramod Muthalik on Sat-
urday said, “If Karnataka 
Congress MLA Tanveer 
Seth installs a statue of Tipu 
Sultan then it will be de-
molished just like the Babri 
disputed structure was de-
molished in Ayodhya.”

Popularly known as the 
Tiger of Mysore, Tipu Sul-
tan has been the subject of 
controversy in the state, 
especially since 2015 when 

the BJP and the Congress 
fought over the need to 
celebrate the 18th-century 
ruler’s birthday.

During the Congress 
rule in 2017, former chief 
minister Siddaramaiah an-
nounced the celebration of 
Tipu Jayanti on November 
10. However, in 2018, Ut-
tara Kannada MP and then 
Union minister Ananthku-
mar Hegde condemned the 
state government’s decision 
to celebrate Tipu Sultan’s 
birth anniversary.

According to documented 
history, Tipu Sultan fought 
against the British and died 
in 1799 while defending 
his capital Srirangapatna 
(present-day Mandya).

The celebration of the 
18th-century ruler’s birth 
anniversary had pitted the 
BJP against the Congress, 
with several party leaders 
condemning the grand old 
party.

BJP is busy with distorting:
Siddaramaiah slams party
TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU  

GENERATING JOBS

Uttarakhand Special Prin-
cipal Secretary Information 
Abhinav Kumar on Sunday 
said that Uttarakhand is 
emerging as a new destina-
tion for film shootings.

“Uttarakhand is emerging 
as a new shooting destina-
tion for the film industry day 
by day. The natural beauty 
of Uttarakhand is attracting 
people for filming,” Abhi-
nav Kumar said adding that 
more than 300 small and 
big films have been shot in 
the state in the last one year, 
which is a “big positive sign”. 
Special Principal Secretary 
Information Abhinav Ku-
mar was speaking at the Val-
ley of World International 
Literature and Art Festival 
as he participated in the 
discussion on- Film Indus-
try as the Growth Driver of 
Uttarakhand’s Economy in 
Dehradun.

He also said that there are 
many Uttarakhand- based 
writers, actors, film produc-
ers, and famous personalities 

who are working in the film 
industry. Giving informa-
tion about the work being 
done by the State Govern-
ment through the Film De-
velopment Council, Kumar 
further said it is working on 
the film city infrastructure 
and new film policy under 
the leadership of Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami 
to make Uttarakhand “a new 
shooting destination”.

Mentioning that the Utta-
rakhand Film Development 
Council sought suggestions 
regarding the proposed Film 
Policy 2022, the Special Prin-
cipal Secretary Information 
said that the work on this 
policy is in progress.

He further urged various 
artists from the film indus-
try to give advice for the new 
film policy 2022, underscor-
ing that the film policy 2022 
would be completed by the 
end of this year.

He also emphasized that 
they want to connect art-
ists, local people, actors 
and everyone with the new 
film policy. “The increasing 
filming in Uttarakhand will 

provide employment to the 
people here and would also 
get new opportunities to the 
youth,” he said adding that 
the state is an outdoor shoot-
ing destination.

“It is going to become a big 
hub. Besides, we are also en-
couraging local film artists 
and films made in the local 
dialect, for which there is a 
subsidy criterion in the Infor-
mation and Public Relations 
Department,” he added.

He further said that the 
work is being done on the 
instructions of CM Dhami 
to identify more than 100 
acres of land for the expan-
sion of Film City here, with 
which good and high-quality 
studios will be opened in the 
state.

He said, “We will develop 
film city as a high-quality 
production center in the state 
so that pre-production, pro-
duction and post-production 
works can be done in one 
place.”

Further adding, he excused 
confidence that in the coming 
five years, groundwork will 
be visible in the Film City.

Uttarakhand emerging 
as film shooting hub
TDG NETWORK
DEHRADUN  

KIA AIRPORT NAME

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai has re-
acted over Congress leader 
Siddaramaiah’s claims 
about the international 
airport in Bengaluru and 
asked why it took the Con-
gress four years to decide 
the name of the airport.
Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai had claimed that 
it was the BJP government 
that decided to name the 
Bangalore International 
Airport after Nadaprabhu 
Kempegowda. By this, 
CM Bommai has hit back 
at Siddaramaiah who had 
said that it was the Con-
gress government that 
named the airport after 
Kempegowda.
“Is Siddaramaiah who 
claims that he is the one 
who named all the chil-
dren born...The then BJP 
government decided to 

name Bengaluru Airport 
after Nadaprabhu Kem-
pegowda. On February 27, 
2009, the BJP government 
led by then Chief Minister 
BS Yediyurappa had sub-
mitted a proposal to the 
Center to name the airport 
after Kempegowda,” CM 
Bommai tweeted in a series 
of his tweets.
“However, the then UPA 
government took almost 
4 years to decide whether 
to name the airport after 
Kempegowda or not. Sid-
daramaiah came in front 
of the media and said he is 
the reason for all the good 
things in Karnataka. My 
question is why did your 
UPA government wait 4 
years for the decision taken 
by the BJP government?” 
he questioned.
He further questioned the 
silence of the UPA-led pre-
vious government in Kar-
nataka when there was no 
reply from the Centre till 

2011.
“When there was no reply 
from the central govern-
ment till 2011, again in 
2011, after discussion in the 
House, a decision was tak-
en in the cabinet meeting 
to name the airport after 
Nadaprabhu Kempegow-
da, and a proposal was 
submitted to the central 
government. Even then, 
what is the reason why the 
then UPA-led central gov-
ernment kept silent about 
this?” his tweet read.
Bommai stated that in 
2012, a resolution was 
passed in both houses to 
name the international 
airport after Kempegowda 
and a proposal for the same 
was submitted to the Cen-
tral Government again.
CM Bommai further said: 
After several attempts, the 
then-UPA government ap-
proved this state proposal 
in July 2013, after which 
Congress came to power.

Why did UPA wait 4 years: 
Bommai slams Congress
TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

GUJARAT

As all the political parties in 
Gujarat are gearing up for 
the state assembly election 
that is scheduled in the next 
month, the residents of An-
cheli and 17 other villages of 
Navsari assembly constitu-
ency have hung banners to 
boycott the polls and ban 
political leaders, including 
from the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) from en-
tering the villages for cam-
paigns.

The reason they have de-
cided to boycott the election 
is that their demand for 
stopping local trains at the 
Ancheli railway station has 
not been met yet.

The banners near the An-
cheli Railway station and in 
the areas of the villages say, 
“Train nahi to vote nahi (no 
train no votes). BJP or other 
political parties should 
not come for election cam-
paigns. Our demands are 
not met, so we are boycot-
ting the elections.”

“Here in the constituency 
people of at least 18 villages 
have boycotted this elec-
tion. Their demand is for 
the stoppages of the train 
that used to stop here before 
Covid 19. People are facing 
issues as the ones who are 
regular passengers, they 
are forced to take private 
vehicles now and they have 
to spend almost 300 rs per 
day,” Hitesh Nayak, an adult 
said while talking to ANI.

A college student Prachi 
Patel said that she was fac-
ing problems in her study 

due to the issue as she had 
to leave one of her lectures 
in the morning.

Member of the Zonal 
Railway Users Consulta-
tive Committee (ZRUCC) 
Chhotubhai Patil said that 
no concerned people are re-
sponding to the issue.

“A local passenger train 
used to stop here since 1966 
but it was stopped due to the 
Covid pandemic. After it re-
started, it does not stop here 
at our station. People from at 
least 19 villages do up-down 
from here for their jobs and 

daily based earnings,” said 
Chhotubhai Patil.

“They are facing issues. 
We are not demanding the 
new one. We just want the 
same train, but still, the local 
administrators or represen-
tatives are not responding,” 
he further said.

Chhotubhai Patil said that 
the villagers have decided 
to send the Electronic Vot-
ing Machine (EVM) with 
no vote.

“We have decided to boy-
cott this assembly election 
and we will send the EVM 
back all empty,” he added.

The elections will be held 
in two phases on Decem-
ber 1 and 5. The counting of 
votes will take place on De-
cember 8, which coincides 
with Himachal Pradesh’s 
result date. BJP is in power 
in the state for the last 27 
years and is considered as 
BJP bastion.

However, the Congress is 
also hoping to put its best 
electoral foot forward to 
unseat the BJP government.

 NO TRAIN, NO VOTES: 18 VILLAGES AT NAVSARI 
CALL FOR BOYCOTTING OF ASSEMBLY POLL
TDG NETWORK
NAVSARI  

Train a necessity.

KERALA MINISTER ON ORDINANCE

Days after Kerala 
Governor Arif Mo-
hammed Khan was 

removed from the post of 
the chancellor of Kalaman-
dalam deemed university, 
State Law Minister P Ra-
jeev on Sunday said that 
the legislature has the right 
to decide who should be the 
chancellor of the university.

The tussle between Ker-
ala Governor and Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
over an ordinance for the 
removal of the Governor 
from the post of chancellor 
of the universities is going 
on for a long. “Communica-
tion between the governor 
and the government should 
not be done through the 
media. They are consti-
tutional mechanisms. A 
council of ministers pre-
pares the ordinance. Based 
on that, the government 
expects the Governor, who 
is constitutionally respon-

sible, to carry out the re-
sponsibility. The incorpo-
ration of Universities is the 
authority of the State. The 

UGC regulations do not 
mention who the Chancel-
lor is,” said the Kerala Law 
Minister.

Rajeev further said that 
the appointment of chan-
cellors and the formation 
of universities are entirely 
within the purview of the 
state.

“Actually, it is not about 
removing someone. It is 
about who needs to be in 
that position. The legisla-
ture has the right to decide 
who should be the chancel-
lor of the university. If the 
executive feels that there is 
an emergency in the event 
that the legislature is not 
in session, an ordinance 
can be promulgated. This 
is not against anyone. This 
is to determine who should 
be in the Chancellor’s post. 
There should be changes 
in the field of higher edu-
cation. Reforms have been 
started for it. The executive 
felt that a part of it was ur-
gently needed. That is why 
the ordinance was intro-
duced,” he said.

He said that Kalaman-
dalam will have a new 
chancellor soon.

‘LEGISLATURE HAS RIGHT TO 
DECIDE VARSITY CHANCELLOR’
TDG NETWORK
KOCHI   

Kerala Law Minister P Rajeev 

CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS USED 
KOCHI: Kerala Minister MB Rajesh on Saturday said that the 
government brought the ordinance to remove Governor from 
the post of Chancellor using constitutional powers. It does 
not affect inter-state relations and is not against the Central 
Act, said the minister. “The position of the government in this 
regard has been clarified by the Minister of Law and Minister 
of Higher Education. The Government has brought the 
ordinance using constitutional powers. There is no ambiguity 
in the Constitution regarding the power to issue ordinances. 
It does not affect inter-state relations and is not against the 
Central Act,” the minister said while talking to the reporters. 

TDG NETWORK
CHENNAI



Jawaharlal Nehru, who 
was India’s Prime Min-
ister from 1947 to 1964, 

unarguably presided over 
the most dismal period in 
India’s economic trajec-
tory, in more ways than one. 
That is not surprising, given 
Nehru’s love for regressive 
socialist policies under the 
veneer of a supposedly pro-
gressive persona. Between 
1947 and 1964, the CAGR for 
Japan’s GDP per capita was 
7.9%, for the former USSR, 
it was 4.4%, and for India, 
it was an abysmal 1.68%. 
India’s record was not only 
poorer than communist 
countries like China, which 
in those days was a midget 
economically and nowhere 
close to being the economic 
giant that it is today, but even 
lower than much smaller 
countries like the Philip-
pines and Malaysia. Even a 
nondescript nation like Bur-
ma (now Myanmar) clocked 
a CAGR of 3.16% between 
1950 and 1964, much better 
than India’s 1.68%.

Apart from India’s aver-
age GDP growth of barely 
4% from 1952 to 1964, even 
in terms of life expectancy at 
barely 32 years, India under 
Nehru, was worse off than 
even Sub-Saharan Africa, 
where life expectancy was 
38 years. Clearly, the Ma-
halanobis model of “license 

raj,” one of Nehru’s poorest 
legacies, left India economi-
cally debilitated. What’s 
worse, even after his death, 
the failed Nehruvian model 
was propped up for over five 
decades by a morally bank-
rupt and politically short-
sighted Congress at every 
given opportunity. But not 
any longer. The meteoric rise 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s meritocratic and in-
clusive development model, 
better known as “Modinom-
ics”, is here to stay for good.

The Indian economy grew 
at 6.7% under an inept 
Congress-led UPA-2, with 
emerging market economies 
growing by 6.43%, during 
that period. On the con-
trary, under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s first term, 
Indian GDP grew at a supe-
rior rate of 7.4%, despite the 
emerging market countries 
growing by barely 4.52% in 
the said period. Before 2019, 
the world economy was 
marred by technical reces-
sion in Singapore, double 
dip recession in Brazil, and 
industrial recession in Ger-
many, along with trade and 
tariff wars between the USA 
and China and the great 
“global auto slowdown”, 
due to the transition to BS-
VI emission norms.

Post 2019, there have been 
two “Black Swan” events, 
namely the Covid pandemic 
and Ukraine-Russia conflict. 
Yet India surpassed the UK 
to become the 5th largest 
economy globally in terms 
of nominal GDP in 2022. It 
is slated to become the 4th 
largest by 2027, overtaking 
Germany and the 3rd largest 
overtaking Japan in 2028 or 
2029, as per leading global 
brokerages and rating agen-
cies.

Suffice to say, the UPA-2 
was nothing more than an 
extension of outdated Neh-
ruvian Socialism, which has 
no takers today.

What has unarguably been 
the worst legacy of Nehru’s 
Mahalanobis model is the 
NPA mess and the rampant 
crony capitalism that it fes-
tered. In sharp contrast, be 
it relaxation of FDI norms, 
big bang banking consoli-
dation, Consumer Protec-
tion Act, amendments to 
the Chit Fund Act 1982, op-
erationalising the Benami 
Transactions (Prohibition) 
Amendment Act, 2016, the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC) or the Fugitive 
Economic Offenders Act, 
2018—the Modi govern-
ment has, in the last 8 years, 
brought sweeping economic 
reforms to uproot corrupt 
and wilful defaulters. The 
takeover of Essar Steel, by 
Arcelor Mittal, via the IBC, 
despite the Ruias trying ev-
ery trick in the book to retain 
their flagship conglomerate, 
is a befitting ode to Modi-
nomics.

For Nehruvian leftism, 
India’s economic interests 
were always secondary. It 
needs to be mentioned here 
that, passenger vehicle sales 
in India crossed the three 
million milestone for the 
first time in 2016-17. Maruti 
Suzuki took 37 years to sell 
20 million vehicles in India, 
with the first 10 million ve-
hicles taking 29 long years 
to sell. Interestingly, the 
last five million units were 
sold in barely three years, 
between 2016-17 and 2019. 
This is yet another instance 
of how a decrepit Nehruvian 
fascism, followed religiously 
by the Congress for decades, 
was India’s undoing. It took 
someone as tall a leader as 
Modi, with a determination 
that can move mountains, 
to put the nation’s “Make 
in India” initiative, onto the 
fast track, eventually. For 
instance, from being a net 
importer in March 2020, 
to becoming self reliant by 
producing over 1 crore PPE 
kits, by May 2020, in barely 
3 months, India’s trailblaz-

ing journey in combating 
Covid, has been exemplary.

Speaking of tough but 
desired decisions, by opt-
ing for demonetisation and 
not, rampant deficit financ-
ing like the US or Japan for 
that matter, Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi, in one fell 
sweep, averted the liquid-
ity trap. Deficit spending 
certainly increases money 
supply, but may or may not 
increase growth, as was evi-
dent in Japan’s lost decades. 
Demonetisation, on the 
other hand, increases veloc-
ity of money, which means, 
money exchanges hands 
more frequently, within the 
formal channels. Thanks to 
demonetisation, UPI trans-
actions in India surged 7.7% 
to 730 crore transactions 
with a total value at over Rs 
12.11 lakh crore in October 
2022, from 678 crore trans-
actions worth Rs 11.16 lakh 
crore in September 2022. 
Fear mongering about effi-
cacy of goods and services 
tax (GST), is also incorrect, 
as GST has strengthened 
tax compliance, with the 
indirect tax-to-GDP ratio 
going up to 5.4% post-GST, 
from 4.4% in 2014. Effective 
peak rates came down from 
almost 31% under a lethargic 
Congress led UPA-2, to less 
than 18% and lower, with 
Modi at the helm.

The utterly incompetent 
Manmohan Singh, who 
floundered between want-
ing to be a good economist 
and an astute politician, 
but ended up being neither. 
That Sonia’s “kitchen cabi-
net” ruled the roost, riding 
roughshod over Dr Singh, 
is yet another testimony to 
how the dynastic, Nehru-
vian economic model, was 
built on the immoral prem-
ise of “family over country.” 
Allowing private sector in 
commercial coal mining 
on a revenue-sharing basis 
with no end use restrictions, 
100% FDI via the automatic 
route in defence manu-
facturing, single brand re-
tail & real estate broking 
services, privatisation of 
power distribution compa-
nies (DISCOMs) in union 

territories (UTs) and the 
production linked incentive 
(PLI) scheme, underpin the 
essence of Modinomics 2.0, 
which has consummately 
blended free market eco-
nomics, with the concept of 
a welfare State.

In his second term, Modi’s 
landmark steps have been 
many-the decision to im-
plement Rs 102 lakh crore 
worth of infrastructure 
projects via the national in-
frastructure pipeline (NIP) 
, lowering employees’ state 
insurance act (ESIC) con-
tribution from 6.5% to 4%, 
Rs 3 lakh crore of collateral 
free loans to micro, small, 
and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) during the lock-
down, making definition of 
MSMEs both investment 
and turnover based, remov-
ing distinction between 
manufacturing and service 
oriented MSMEs, removing 
exports from the purview 
of turnover for MSMEs, Rs 
2 lakh crore concessional 
credit for farmers and fish-
ermen via Kisan Credit 
cards, throwing open 6 new 
airports for privatisation 
via the public-private part-
nership (PPP) route, allow-
ing private sector in space 
exploration and of course, 
decriminalising certain of-
fences under the Companies 
Act, have all been commend-
able steps.

The Modi government’s 
“Swayam Prabha”, free-
to-air education channels, 
which consists of a group of 
32 DTH channels that pro-
vide educational content, to 
those who do not have access 
to the internet, is democra-
tising access to online edu-
cation. The other component 
in the “PM eVIDYA” package 
is the “DIKSHA” portal (One 
Nation, One Digital Plat-
form), which again, provides 
quality educational content 
to researchers and students. 
Contrary to the irrespon-
sible, Nehruvian brand of 
Machiavellian politics that 
was wrapped in obfuscation, 
the transparent distribution 
of free food grains every 
month to 80 crore people all 
through the pandemic, un-

der the “PM Garib Kalyan 
Anna Yojana” (PMGKAY), 
has been unprecedented.

Global growth, as per the 
IMF, is forecast to slow to 
3.2% in 2022 and 2.7% in 
2023. This is the weakest 
global growth profile since 
2001, except for the global 
financial crisis and the acute 
phase of the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

Global inflation in the US, 
Europe, UK and Germany 
is at 40 or 50 year highs and 
is  forecast to rise to 8.8% 
in 2022 and 6.5% in 2023. 
While the US ran out of baby 
food supply during Covid, 
the UK ran out of fuel and 
France saw angry protests 
as petrol pumps ran dry, In-
dia remained an oasis of fi-
nancial stability amidst the 
global mayhem, due to the 
decisive and compassion-
ate leadership of PM Modi. 
While US, Germany and 
China are slated to grow at 
only 1.6%, 1.5% and 3.2% re-
spectively in 2022, India will 
grow at 6.8% in 2022, as per 
IMF. After the robust 8.7% 
GDP growth last year, India 
is set to be world’s fastest 
growing economy this year 
too, for the 2nd year in a row.

Sixty-nine years after it 
was nationalised in 1953 by 
Nehru, Air India returned to 
its founder, the Tata Group, 
in January 2022. The airline 
reported total accumulated 
losses of Rs 83,916 crore as 
of March 2021, in a stark 
reminder of how Nehru 
and the Congress ecosys-
tem thereafter for decades, 
crippled India’s economy, 
due to a dangerous combi-
nation of criminal apathy 
and poor vision. Air India’s 
privatisation by the Modi 
government on the other 
hand,is in sync with PM Mo-
di’s approach of “Minimum 
government, Maximum 
governance”. While Nehru’s 
Fabian socialism bled India 
dry, Modi’s Welfare capital-
ism has turned India into an 
economic powerhouse.

Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of the 
BJP and the Bestselling Author 
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

Nehru’s failed socialism vs 
Modi’s vibrant welfarism
The meteoric rise of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s meritocratic and inclusive 
development model, better known as “Modinomics”, is here to stay for good.

GROWTH STORY

GOOD GOVERNANCE

The release from Tamil Nadu prisons of Nalini 
Sriharan and some others convicted in the Rajiv 
Gandhi assassination case has sparked off a major 
controversy with the Congress criticising the Apex 
Court for setting them free. The released prisoners 
were part of the conspiracy that led to the killing of 
the former Prime Minister at Sriperumbudur on 
21 May  1991. Some of them had been in prison for 
nearly three decades.  The Supreme Court had earlier 
ordered the release of one other convict in May this 
year. The decision on the convicts was taken by the 
Tamil Nadu government in 2018 but somehow, they 
could not step out of the prison. One of the lawyers 
who was involved in the long legal fight said that 
after the 2018 decision of the State government, the 
detention of these prisoners was illegal and against 
the tenets of law. Priyanka Gandhi Vadra had some 
years ago met Nalini but she continued to be behind 
bars. Even as the debate over setting free, the convicts 
wages in legal circles, there are many who believe 
that after 20 years in jail, no one should be allowed 
to be in confinement unless the circumstances were 
such. In the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case, the ar-
rested persons were all part of the larger conspiracy 
but were not directly involved in the actual act of 
killing which was carried out by Dhanu, the suicide 
bomber who was directly supervised by Sivarasan, 
the one-eyed Jack and his associate Subha. Nearly 
three months after Rajiv’s assassination, the two of 
them committed suicide by consuming cyanide pills 
in Bengaluru when their hideout was surrounded 
by the police. There are many questions regarding 
the investigation that was conducted to probe the 
plot. The Karthikeyan Special Team of Investigation 
concluded that the LTTE was behind the murder. 
However, no senior functionary of the LTTE in Jaffna 
ever claimed the responsibility for this act. Another 
point that was discussed frequently was that why 
did Sivarasan and Subha not flee to Jaffna after the 
killing and continued to be in Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka. If they were indeed LTTE, they should have 
sought refuge across the Park Straits. One theory 
is that Sivarasan was a rogue LTTE operative who 
was used by some other agency to carry the assas-
sination. It may be recalled that Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat had warned Rajiv Gandhi of a possible 
attempt on his life while he was campaigning for 
the parliamentary polls. The Indian investigators 
had relied heavily on the photographs taken by Hari 
Babu which were recovered from the spot though 
the photographer was also amongst those who were 
killed. The pictures could have been red herrings 
to distract attention of the investigators in the post 
assassination scenario. There is another angle to 
the release which is that if Gopal Godse could be set 
free within 16 years of his being convicted for the 
murder of Mahatma Gandhi, why should Rajiv’s 
secondary killers be in prison for such a long period. 
Argument which is being made by those who favour 
the convicts being let off is that circumstances have 
changed. Presuming the plot was hatched by the 
LTTE to avenge the intervention of Indian Army 
during Rajiv’s tenure, the dreaded organisation no 
longer exists and its supreme leader Prabakaran 
was killed by the Sri Lanka forces some years ago. 
It is now for legal eagles to debate this matter and 
for the Supreme Court to have the last word if any 
petition comes up before it.

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
DISCONTENTMENT

MAjOR CONTROVERSY 
ERupTS AfTER 
RAjiV’S killERS 
RElEASED

As we approach a new busi-
ness cycle globally, most de-
veloped economies are seeing 
slowing growth and employ-
ment, while India continues 
to be in a position of relative 
strength. According to the 
Reserve Bank of India, pri-
vate industry’s total capex 
was up 13.5% year as of Au-
gust 2022 compared to last 
year. Business confidence is 
sharply up to 134.70 points 
this year compared to the first 
two quarters of 2021.

In manufacturing sector, 

FDI and capacity utilisation 
have been recovering well 
after the Covid-induced lull. 
For companies expanding 
manufacturing projects or 
contemplating new ones, 
the governments are a key 
and primary stakeholder they 
must engage with. This does 
not mean that engagement 
should not start and remain 
only with the central govern-
ment. Companies commonly 
miss adequate state-level in-
volvement with the local gov-
ernment, political leadership, 
and the civil society during 
the project planning and 
development phase. Many 
of the later stakeholders get 
to know of the project once 
implementation starts. This 
leads to additional questions 
and clarifications on project 
specs, value to the commu-
nity, and potential environ-
mental impacts. These result 
in delays, cost escalation or at 

times even reversing the de-
cisions leading to significant 
loss of opportunities.

India’s manufacturing 
landscape is replete with 
high-profile examples where 
companies were faced with 
major challenges to complete 
their projects in time or could 
not complete them at all. Tata 
Motors could not succeed in 
setting up their Nano car proj-
ect in West Bengal and had to 
move to Gujarat. Dow could 
not complete green field R&D 
centre in Maharashtra. These 
projects never saw the light 
of the day in their planned 
states, despite the best ef-
forts made by the state gov-
ernments. Rio Tinto exited 
mining project in Madhya 
Pradesh due to years of envi-
ronmental opposition and in-
adequate state support. Posco 
faced the resistance in Orissa 
and had to abandon one of the 
largest integrated steel plant. 

This is not to mention smaller, 
less high-profile projects that 
never see the light of day. Bot-
tomline is that Government, 
political leadership, and the 
communities in the state hold 
the key for successful and 
sustainable manufacturing 
enterprise. The contribution 
of the manufacturing sector 
in India is about 15% of the 
total GDP. This share has to 
increase to absorb growing 
aspirational workforce that is 
moving from farms to the cit-
ies, seeking a livelihood and 
better lives for their families. 
Many states have prioritised 
this early and are now indus-
trially developed while others 
are trying to catch up. Guja-
rat, for example, worked on 
infrastructure, law and order, 
land acquisition policies and 
made them industry-friendly. 
They have successfully con-
vinced the communities that 
industrial growth is in the 

larger interest of the state. As 
a result, the industry contrib-
utes 43% of the state GDP and 
agriculture 20%.

During a recent webinar on 
‘Make in India for the World’, 
the Commerce and Industry 
Minister, Piyush Goyal, high-
lighted his vision for improv-
ing manufacturing and the 
exports. The minister urged 
the industry to look at ways 
of increasing the contribution 
of the manufacturing sec-
tor to 25% of the GDP from 
the current 15%. Minister 
Goyal’s words are a much 
needed signal to domestic 
and global companies that 
India is ready and willing 
for new businesses. How-
ever, this vision needs to be 
implemented, and the execu-
tion will take place at the state 
level, not at the central level. 
The federal structure of the 
Indian Republic mandates 
the distribution of powers 

between the central (Union) 
and state governments. States 
are run by the elected gov-
ernment; the ruling political 
party may or may not be the 
same as the one ruling at the 
centre. The Chief Minister 
of the state with the cabinet 
ministers, and the leader of 
opposition party actively 
participate in the democratic 
process of running the gov-
ernment. Opposition has the 
role of a watch dog to keep 
the government’s decisions 
aligned to the larger public 
interest. Civil society has an 
active role to defend public 
interest and keep the com-
munities advised.

The world order has 
changed during last three 
years. China’s re-engagement 
with the world, specifically 
the US, the war in Ukraine, 
and uncertainty around en-
ergy prices are impacting 
many economies across the 

world. Industry is back on the 
drawing board to recraft the 
logistics and hence the associ-
ated manufacturing activities. 
South East Asian countries 
are vying to get the part of 
the pie while the industry is 
re-calibrating their exposure 
in China and Russia. India is 
and can be a clear beneficiary. 
Our captive market, demo-
graphic advantage, and work 
force gives us an edge over 
many competing countries. 
Global leaders have expressed 
their confidence in India – Ve-
danta and Foxconn investing 
US$19.5 Bn semiconductor 
manufacturing in Gujarat. 
Nestle has committed over 
US$ 650 million to expand 
their existing presence in 7 
Indian states.

While the industry has a 
responsibility towards a fed-
erally-inspired government 
engagement strategy, states 
too must work on creating a 

sustainable and stable indus-
trial environment. They must 
also have predictable policies 
and enable regulations to 
support the growth of indus-
trial activities. The Industry, 
at the same time, has equal 
and shared responsibility to 
work with all the state stake-
holders from the beginning, 
including project conception, 
land acquisition, permits and 
continue to work together in 
shaping policies, regulations 
and keeping rest of the stake-
holder engaged on the value 
preposition of the project.

Make-in-India is a move-
ment – a joint responsibil-
ity will move India as an in-
dustrial global powerhouse 
sooner

Rakesh K Chitkara has led public 
policy practice for major US cor-
porations including Abbott Lab, 
General Electric, Dow Chemical 
and Monsanto.  

Manufacturing success: States hold the key in India
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The Supreme Court in 
the case Manjit Singh 
Randhawa v. Union 

of India observed and has 
elucidated on certain ob-
servations contained in the 
addendum to the decision 
of the five-judge Bench in 
the Ayodhya judgment in 
the case M Siddiq (Dead) 
Through LRs v. Mahant 
Suresh Das and Ors, which 
the court delivered on 
09.11.2019.

The bench comprising 
of CJI, Justice D.Y. Chand-
rachud and Justice Hima 
Kohli observed in a plea 
filled wherein seeking ex-
punging of certain observa-
tions in the said judgment. 
Therefore, the petitioner 
had taken objection for 
certain references in the ad-
dendum judgment about a 
defence witness’s statement 
regarding Guru Nanak 
visiting the Ram Temple at 
Ayodhdya.

In the present case, as the 
matter was called out, it has 
been indicated by CJI in a 
plea filled under Article 32 
of the Constitution is not 
maintainable. Thus, he in-
formed the counsel that the 
effect of the observations in 
the addendum and the judg-

ment are not the same. Fur-
ther, it was explained that 
the addendum does not bear 
the signature of the judges. 
It has been recorded by the 
bench the following clarifi-
cation in the order, for the 
satisfaction of the petitioner.

The bench observed that 
while having set out the 
legal position, the court 

close these proceedings 
with the observation that 
perhaps the perspective of 
the petitioner is based on a 
misappreciation of the deci-
sion. However, the decisions 
cannot be construed for 
containing any observa-
tion reflecting on the faith 
of the petitioner. Thus, this 
court has a for the equality 

of religions which is a funda-
mental constitutional tenet 
embodied in Article 25 of the 
Constitution of India.
Further, the court noted:

The counsel appearing for 
the petitioner submitted 
that with these observations, 
the plea filled may be closed 
since the grievance is duly 
assuaged.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: CLOSED PLEA 
AGAINST AYODHYA JUDGEMENT 
ADDENDUM; SAYS ‘THIS COURT 
HAS RESPECT FOR RELIGIONS’
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Mohan Chandra P. vs 
State of Karnataka observed 
and has issued notice to the 
Petitioner and the Advocate-
on-Record on a petition filled 
which contained observa-
tions and remarks against a 
High Court judgment which 
were highly contemptuous 
in nature.

The bench comprising 
of Justice B. R. Gavai and 
Justice B. V. Nagarathna ob-
served while citing the Con-
stitution Bench judgment in 
the case M. Y. Shareef and 
Anr. vs The Hon’ble Judges 
of the High Court of Nagpur 
and Ors., wherein seeking 
a response from the Peti-
tioner and the Advocate-on-
Record as to why an action 
for the contempt of Court 
should have not been initi-
ated against them.

The bench observed while 
referring to the above prec-
edent observed that even 
a lawyer who subscribes 
his signatures for such de-
rogatory and contemptuous 
averments is being guilty for 
committing the contempt of 
Court.

It has been observed that 
the apex court noted that 
the averments made in the 
SLP by the Petitioners are 

“not only derogatory to the 
Karnataka High Court but 
is also highly contemptuous 

in nature.” Thus, the bench 
on the next date of hearing 
i.e., on the 02.12.2022 sought 
the presence of the both the 
Petitioner Mohan Chandra 
P and the AOR Advocate 
Vipin Kumar Jai.

The court also observed 
the judgement of the case 
M. Y. Shareef, wherein the 
court held that any advocate 
who signs an application or 
a plea containing matter that 
scandalizes the Court or in 
some way tends to hinder or 
delaying the course of justice 
without satisfying himself of 
the existence of prima facie 
adequate grounds is him-
self who being guilty of con-

tempt of court.
In the present case, the 

Supreme Court was consid-
ering an SLP filed assailing 
judgment of the High Court 
of Karnataka wherein the 
High Court had dismissed a 
challenge to the selection of 
the Chief Information Com-
missioner and of the Infor-
mation Commissioners by 
the State of Karnataka.

However, the High Court 
dismissed his appeal on 
the ground that the appel-
lant had not approached 
the High Court with clean 
hands and was also guilty 
of suppression of material 
facts in the present matter. 

Thus. While dismissing the 
appeal, the High Court im-
posed a cost of Rs. 5,00,000 
on the appellant which had 
to be deposited by him with 
the Advocates’ Association, 
Bengaluru.

Further, the petitioner in 
the Special Leave Petition 
before the Supreme Court 
averred that the decision 
was given by High Court for 
showing favouritism to the 
Respondents and to harass 
the petitioner and gaining 
publicity. Thus, he also al-
leged that the High Court 
had imposed the exemplary 
cost of Rs. 5,00,000 for ulte-
rior purpose.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Lawyer 
Signing Petitions With 
Derogatory Remarks Is Guilty 
For Contempt Of Court
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case 
Sanghar Zuber Ismail v. Ministry 
of Environment, Forests and Cli-
mate Change And Anr observed 
and has dismissed a plea challeng-
ing M/s. Nayara Energy Limited’s 
expansion for the refinery capacity 
from 20 MMTPA to 46 MMTPA 
with the Petro-Chemical Complex, 
Vadinar, Devbhumi, Dwarka, Gu-
jarat.

The court finds no substantial 
question of law that would arise 
for consideration by this Court, the 
court while keeping in view of the 
above findings, which have been 
arrived at and have been perused 
the record.

In the present case, the Environ-
ment Assessment Committee con-
sidered the Environmental Clear-
ance proposal of the company 
wherein Nayara and its consultant 
CSIR and NEERI made a detailed 
presentation. On 05.01.2021, the 
clearance was granted for expan-
sion. An appeal was preferred be-
fore the National Green Tribunal 
against the grant for Environmen-
tal Clearance of the expansion, the 
same was dismissed. Thus, the or-
der was challenged before the Apex 
Court and set aside and the appeal 
was restored to the file of NGT for 
fresh consideration. A 3-member 
committee has been constituted 
by the NGT comprising of Chief 
Wildlife Warden, Gujarat, Direc-
tor, State Pollution Control Board 
and the Marine National Park for 
evaluating risk associated with 
the expansion of the project. On 
03.12.2021, the said joint commit-
tee submitted its report on perusal 
of the same the NGT dismissed the 

appeal.
The bench comprising of com-

prising of Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
and Justice Hima Kohli observed 
while refusing to grant relief to the 
petitioner and by taking a note of 
the fact that the NGT had observed 
there being no adverse impact on 
the marine ecosystem

the mangrove cover has increased 
in the year 2021 as compared to 
2019

the unit has been compiled with 
the recommendations of the Na-
tional Environment Engineering 
Research Institute on risk assess-
ment

the inter-tidal assessment of biot-
ic community and corals shows no 
adverse impact, thereby maintain-
ing of the biodiversity; and

the unit is having a well defined 
system in place for maintaining 

health, safety and other safeguards.
The bench observed and was 

satisfied that both the Joint Com-
mittee and the Environmental As-
sessment Committee had visited 
the site of impact and has consult-
ed stakeholders. Thus, the public 
hearings were conducted on the 
subject which demonstrated that 
there being no objection from the 
stakeholders’ end.

However, it has been submitted in 
the plea filled that the NGT has not 
appreciated the fact that the Joint 
Committee is relying on the India 
State of Forest Report 2019 Forest 
Survey of India report and the re-
port of National Institute of Ocean-
ography, which is dealing with the 
period before the expansion of the 
refinery. Thus, it is not indicating 
the impact upon the expansion of 
the capacity of the refinery on the 

mangrove forests. Further, it has 
been argued in the plea that the 
Joint Committee had not assessed 
the adverse impact of the expan-
sion, which the plea claim that it 
would cause serious hazards for 
both marine biology and that to the 
mangroves. The plea also empha-
sized that drawing 928 MLD more 
water on an account of expansion 
from 20 MMTPA to 46 MMTPA as 
well as the discharge of 573 MLD 
water will be having adverse effect 
on mangrove forest as well as cor-
als and coral reefs situated in the 
buffer zone of 10 km.
Advocate, Mr. Purvish Malkhan 

represented the appellants. The Re-
spondent No. 2. M/s. Nayara Ener-
gy Ltd. was represented by Senior 
Advocate, Mr. Mukul Rohtagi and 
Advocate Chinmoy Sharma and 
Advocate, Mr. Somiran Sharma.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Dismissed 
Petition Challenging Expansion 
Of Refinery Capacity Of Nayara 
Energy Limited In Gujarat
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Cdr Amit 
Kumar Sharma vs Union of India observed 
that sealed cover procedure setting a ‘dan-
gerous precedent’ as it makes ‘the process 
of adjudication opaque and vague’. 

The bench comprising of Justice DY Chan-
drachud and Justice Hima Kohli observed 
in a judgment delivered on 20.10.2022, that 
this procedure affects the functioning of the 
justice delivery system and causes a serious 
violation of natural justice.

The bench observed and stated while add-
ing that the exceptions should not become 
the norm that the measures for nondisclo-
sure of sensitive information in exceptional 
circumstances must be proportionate for 
the purpose that the non-disclosure seek-
ing to serve.

In the present case, the court while allow-
ing the appeals against the order of Armed 
Forces Tribunal (AFT), observed, and has 
dismissed the applications challenging the 
denial of Permanent Commission (PC) in 

the Indian Navy holding that there being 
no gender bias or mala fides in the grant of 
PC. In this appeal, the main issue arose was 
whether the AFT could have adjudicated 
on the validity of the selection proceedings 
when relevant material (board proceedings) 
was disclosed only to the AFT in a sealed 
cover.

It has been contended by the appellant that 
the sealed cover procedure, which was fol-
lowed by the AFT, has resulted in substan-
tial prejudice. Further, it has been submitted 
by the respondent that it is a norm for the 
Board proceedings to only be provided to 
the AFT in a sealed cover.

The court also referred to some earlier 
decisions.

Accordingly, the court observed in the case 
that the failure to disclose relevant material 
has caused substantial prejudice to the ap-
pellants and that this case exposes the dan-
ger of following a sealed cover procedure. 
Thus, it has been directed by the court that 
the AFT to reconsider the entire matter 
afresh.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: SEALED COVER 
PROCEDURE SETS A DANGEROUS 
PRECEDENT; AFFECTING FUNCTIONS 
OF DELIVERY SYSTEM

TDG NETWORK 
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 There can be no gainsaying the irrefutable 
fact as the Kerala High Court also in a most 
learned, laudable, landmark, latest and 
logical judgment titled Neena George vs 
Alwin K Jacob & Ors in O.P.(FC) NO. 588 of 
2022 against the order dated 29.09.2022 in 
I.A. NO.4998 of 2022 in G.O.P. No. 2336 of 
2022 of the Family Court, Ernakulam and 
cited in 2022 LiveLaw (Ker) 574 that was 
pronounced as recently as on November 
1, 2022 has most commendably reiterated 
the well settled position of law that while 
considering custody matters, Court must 
pass orders ensuring that the child is not 
totally deprived of the love, affection and 
company of one of the parents. The Divi-
sion Bench of Kerala High Court compris-
ing of Hon’ble Mr Justice Anil K Narendran 
and Hon’ble Mr Justice PG Ajithkumar ob-
served analytically that if the child is denied 
the opportunity to interact with one of the 
parents, it certainly will cause “snapping of 
the emotional and psychological bondage”. 
This is exactly what constitutes the hallmark 
of this brilliant judgment wherein it is laid 
down forthrightly that the child has the right 
of company to both the parents and not just 
one and denying child the right to have con-
tact with even one of them would certainly 
culminate in snapping of the psychological 
and emotional bondage.

At the very outset, this brief, brilliant, 
bold and balanced judgment authored by 
Hon’ble Mr Justice PG Ajithkumar for a 
Division Bench of the Kerala High Court 
comprising of Hon’ble Mr Justice Anil K Na-
rendran and himself first and foremost puts 
forth in para 1 that, “The Mother of minor 
girl Ishaani Sarah Alwin aged 2 years, is 
the petitioner. She challenges Ext.P4, the 
order dated 29.09.2022 of the Family Court, 
Ernakulam in I.A.No.4998 of 2022 in G.O.P 
No.2336 of 2022.”

To put things in perspective, the Division 
Bench then envisages in para 2 that, “On 
14.10.2022, notice on admission was di-
rected to be served on the respondents who 
are the father and grandparents of the child. 
An order of interim stay till 20.10.2022 was 
granted. The respondents entered appear-
ance through counsel. The 1st respondent 
has filed a counter affidavit controverting 
the allegations of the petitioner.”

While elaborating, the Division Bench then 
points out in para 4 that, “G.O.P No.2336 of 
2022 was filed before the Family Court, Er-
nakulam for the custody of the child alleg-
ing that following the marital discord be-
tween the petitioner and the 1st respondent 
she was kicked out of the marital home on 
13.08.2022 without allowing her to take the 
breastfeeding child along with her. It was 

further alleged that the respondents illegally 
retained custody of the child, and therefore 
the petitioner had to approach the police and 
the Child Welfare Committee, Ernakulam. 
She also filed W.P(Crl.) No.738 of 2022 be-
fore this Court requesting to evoke Habeas 
Corpus jurisdiction, but she could not get 
custody of the child. In G.O.P No.2336 of 
2022 also no effective steps were taken to re-
store the custody of the child to the petitioner. 
Pointing out the said circumstances, the pe-
titioner approached this Court by filing O.P 
(FC) No.488 of 2022. That O.P was disposed 
of by this Court on 27.09.2022 with the fol-
lowing directions:
“The Family Court, Ernakulam to list Ext.
P5 (I.A.No.4998 of 2022 in G.O.P No.2336 of 
2022) for consideration on 29.09.2022. Both 
parties along with the child shall be pres-
ent before the Family Court, Ernakulam 
on that day. The Family Court will pass an 
order regarding interim custody of the child 
Ishaani Sarah Alwin on the said day or on 
30.09.2022.””

Be it noted, the Division Bench then states 
aptly in para 5 that, “Pursuant to the said 
direction, the Family Court considered the 
matter. Both parties appeared before the 
Family Court together with the child. The 
Family Court noticed that the child was 
interacting with both the mother and the 
father. After hearing both sides and con-
sidering the materials on record, the Fam-
ily Court issued the following directions re-
garding interim custody of the child as per 
the impugned order:
1) The Petitioner/Mother shall give interim 
custody of the minor child Ishaani Sarah 
Alwin to the first respondent/Father from 
10.30 am on all 2nd Saturdays till 4 pm on 
ensuing Sundays. The handing over and tak-
ing back custody of the child will be in the 
premises of the Family Court, Ettumanoor.

2) The Petitioner/Mother shall give interim 
custody of the minor child Ishaani Sarah 
Alwin to the first Respondent/Father from 
10.30 am to 4 pm on all Sundays except Sec-
ond Sundays, in the premises of the Family 
Court, Ettumanoor.
3) The first Respondent/Father is permit-
ted to interact with the minor child through 
video call between 6.30 pm and 7 pm on all 
Wednesdays.”

 As we see, the Division Bench then dis-
closes in para 6 that, “The learned counsel 
appearing for the petitioner would submit 
that when the child was given in custody of 
the respondents, at the premises of the Fam-
ily Court, not only the respondents, but a few 
others also interacted with the child where-
upon it got tired and exhausted. No doubt, 
such things resulting in stress and strain to 
the child should not have happened. It is fur-
ther contended that the only holiday avail-

able to the petitioner is Sunday and when 
she has to take the child to the Family Court 
for giving custody to the 1st respondent, it 
causes much inconvenience to her.”

Do note, the Division Bench then specifies 
clearly in para 7 that, “While disposing of 
O.P(FC) No.488 of 2022, this Court directed 
the Family Court to decide the interim custo-
dy of the child bearing in mind the principle 
laid down by the Apex court in Yashita Sahu 
v. State of Rajasthan [(2020) 3 SCC 67].”

Most forthrightly, the Division Bench then 
holds in para 8 that, “In Yashita Sahu the 
Apex Court held that law is well settled by 
a catena of judgments that, while deciding 
matters of custody of a child, primary and 
paramount consideration is the welfare 
of the child. If the welfare of the child so 
demands then technical objections cannot 
come in the way. However, while deciding 
the welfare of the child it is not the view of 
one spouse alone which has to be taken into 
consideration. The courts should decide the 
issue of custody only on the basis of what 
is in the best interest of the child. The child 
is the victim in custody battles. In this fight 
of egos and increasing acrimonious battles 
and litigations between two spouses, more 
often than not, the parents who otherwise 
love their child, present a picture as if the 
other spouse is a villain and he or she alone 
is entitled to custody of the child. The court 
must therefore be very wary of what is said 
by each of the spouses.”

 Most significantly and also most remark-
ably, the Division Bench then minces no 
words to encapsulate in para 9 what con-
stitutes the real cornerstone of this notable 
judgment wherein it is effectively postu-
lated that, “In Yashita Sahu the Apex Court 
noticed that a child, especially a child of ten-
der years requires the love, affection, com-
pany, and protection of both parents. This is 
not only the requirement of the child but is 
his/her basic human right. Just because the 
parents are at war with each other, does not 
mean that the child should be denied the 
care, affection, love or protection of any one 
of the two parents. A child is not an inani-
mate object which can be tossed from one 
parent to the other. Every separation and 
every re-union may have a traumatic and 
psychosomatic impact on the child. There-
fore, it is to be ensured that the court weighs 
each and every circumstance very carefully 
before deciding how and in what manner 
the custody of the child should be shared 
between both parents. Even if the custody 
is given to one parent the other parent must 
have sufficient visitation rights to ensure 
that the child keeps in touch with the other 
parent and does not lose social, physical 
and psychological contact with any one of 
the two parents. It is only in extreme cir-

cumstances that one parent should be de-
nied contact with the child. Reasons must 
be assigned if one parent is to be denied any 
visitation rights or contact with the child. 
Courts dealing with custody matters must 
while deciding issues of custody clearly de-
fine the nature, manner and specifics of the 
visitation rights. A child has a human right 
to have the love and affection of both par-
ents and courts must pass orders ensuring 
that the child is not totally deprived of the 
love, affection and company of one of her/
his parents.”

It is worth noting that the Division Bench 
then while citing a very recent and rel-
evant case law states succinctly in para 10 
that, “In Vasudha Sethi and others v. Kiran 
V. Bhaskar and another [AIR 2022 SC 476] 
the Apex Court held that, whenever the 
court disturbs the custody of one parent, 
unless there are compelling reasons, the 
court will normally provide for visitation 
rights to the other parent. The reason is 
that the child needs the company of both 
parents. The orders for visitation rights are 
essentially passed for the welfare of minors 
and for the protection of their right of hav-
ing the company of both parents.”

Finally, the Division Bench then con-
cludes by holding in para 11 that, “It is 
seen that the Family Court has taken into 
consideration all such parameters while 
passing Ext.P4 order. It is no doubt, the 
welfare of the child is of prime consider-
ation. If the child is denied the opportunity 
to interact with the father, it certainly will 
cause snapping of the emotional and psy-
chological bondage with the father and the 
child. While the child is allowed to be with 
the mother, there shall be an opportunity 
for the father to have frequent interaction 
with the child. Viewed so, we find no reason 
to interfere with the impugned order. The 
inconvenience said to be occasioned to the 
petitioner by traveling to the Family Court, 
a short distance, cannot be a reason to deny 
the father the opportunity to interact with 
the child. In the said circumstances, we 
find no merit in this original petition. It is 
accordingly dismissed.”

All told, we thus see that the Kerala High 
Court has made it pretty clear that a child 
needs the company of not just one par-
ent but of both the parents. It is also made 
crystal clear in this learned judgment that 
if a child is made to severe contact with one 
parent, it certainly will cause “snapping of 
the emotional and psychological bondage”. 
It thus merits no reiteration that the Courts 
while ruling in similar such cases must al-
ways pay heed to what the Division Bench of 
the Kerala High Court has laid down so very 
elegantly, eloquently and effectively in this 
leading case! No denying it!

IN COURT 

Children Have Right To Company Of Both 
Parents : Kerala HC 
Severing Contact With One Parent Snaps Emotional And Psychological Bond: Kerala HC

SANJEEV SIROHI, ADVOCATE

FLORICULTURE

DR. JITENDRA SINGH 
REVIEWS DEVELOPMENTAL 
WORKS IN DISTRICT OF 
RAMBAN IN J&K UNDER 
DISHA MEETING
LAVENDER CULTIVATION TO 
BE EXTENDED TO RAMBAN 
DISTRICT

Soon, district Ramban 
will also initiate Lavender 
cultivation under Aroma 
Mission which has been 
thoroughly experimented 
in the adjacent district of 
Doda. This was disclosed 
here today by Union Minis-
ter Dr Jitendra Singh, while 
chairing the DISHA meeting 
of district Ramban. He said, 
Ramban is a part of the erst-
while Doda district, which 
shares same geographical 
and topographical condi-
tions and it should not be 
difficult to replicate Doda’s 
lavender success story over 
here. This will provide an 
alternative and attractive 
option of livelihood by the 
youngsters, he said.

During the meeting, a de-
tailed presentation on the 
achievements and prog-
ress recorded under differ-
ent Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes was made, giving 
an overview of various ma-
jor projects being executed 
by different departments 
and agencies in the district. 
Senior officials of the District 
gave the status of scheme-
wise physical and financial 
progress of projects being 
executed under various 
CSSs.

While stressing for the 
synergy between public 
representatives and the ad-
ministration while taking 
up the projects for execution, 
Dr Jitendra Singh said better 
coordination between these 
representatives and the dis-
trict administration is key to 
schemes being implemented 
on ground.

The Minister took detailed 
review of all the schemes un-
dertaken by different depart-
ments in the district wherein 
he enquired about the status 

of each scheme. On the occa-
sion, public representatives 
flagged various issues before 
the minister who issued on 
spot directions to the con-
cerned for early redressal.

Dr Jitendra Singh also 
directed the concerned de-
partments to work with re-
newed zeal and dedication 
for effective implementation 
of all schemes and coverage 
of 100 percent eligible ben-
eficiaries under all schemes.

He said that it is the en-
deavour of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to trickle 
down the benefits of all 
the centrally sponsored 
schemes to the deserved lot 
and to the last person in the 
queue while urging all the 
concerned to work in close 
coordination for better re-
sults at the grass root level.

He also directed the con-
cerned officers to remain in 
touch with the public rep-
resentatives whenever they 
visit their area and make 
people aware about the ben-
efits of these schemes.

On the occasion, Dr Singh 
also complimented the Dis-
trict Administration for 
implementing various CSSs 
successfully in the district.

DDC Chairperson Dr Sam-
shad, DC Ramban Mussarat 
Islam and DDC members 
gave their views.
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Over the past decade, 
there have been re-
markable develop-

ments pertaining to the rec-
ognition of the third category 
of gender in India. Even in 
the present day, the major-
ity of the population is still 
confined to the male-female 
binary mindset. The trans-
gender community has re-
mained an invisible gender 
in the orthodox mindset of 
the Indian society with very 
few exceptions. The Nation-
al Legal Services Authority 
of India (NALSA) v. Union 
of India (2014) is one such 

exception that has proved 
itself to be a champion of 
transgender rights. It is still 
the most relevant verdict 
with regard to the recogni-
tion of the transgender cat-
egory in India, wherein, for 
the first time in India, it was 
explicitly recognized that 
there are individuals who 
fall outside the binary gen-
der identities of male/female. 
Every individual’s right to 
self-identify their gender 
was upheld. The unique and 
most interesting aspect that 
the Judgment highlighted is 
that gender identity need not 

necessarily be connected to 
biological features; rather, 
it is a distinctive perception 
of one’s gender. The Apex 
Court directed the State 
Governments to legally 
recognize the third-gender 
community in every docu-
ment, to include them in the 
category of socially and edu-
cationally backward class of 
citizens, and to frame social 
welfare schemes in favour of 
them. The Transgender Per-
sons (Protection of Rights) 
Act, 2019, is a statutory rec-
ognition of the same. 

Recently, in the State 
of West Bengal, the West 
Bengal Council for Higher 
Secondar y E ducation 
(WBCHSE) conducted the 
online registration process 
for the 11th standard. This 
was the first time wherein 
three gender options were 
available to the candidates 
to select from, i.e., male, fe-
male, and the third gender. 
The best part is that nearly 

600 students have regis-
tered themselves as third-
gender. This is a late but 
very successful step for the 
NALSA verdict, and as the 
saying goes, ‘better late than 
never’. The President of the 
WBCHSE said that the ma-
jority of the candidates who 
enrolled as the third gender 
are from in and around Kol-
kata because the awareness 
and sensitization are higher 
in the city. 

The State of Kerala was 
one of the first states to in-
ternalise an inclusive policy 
towards gender diversity in 
2017. They released notifica-
tion for various jobs in the 
State Government with 
the option of transgender, 
trans-man, trans-woman to 
select their gender from the 
list. They also had several 
inclusive policies to ensure 
the removal of the stigma-
tisation of the non-binary 
by means of proper welfare 
and outreach schemes. The 

Government also provided 
Rupees 5 lakhs and 2. 5 
lakhs, along with Rupees 
3000 for the sex reassign-
ment surgery to trans-men, 
trans-women and for the fol-
low up treatment per month 
which is up to 1 year from 
the date of the surgery.

There have been protests in 
terms of such options not be-
ing available on vital forms 
and Identity cards. Back in 
2009, the transgender com-
munity opted out of voting  
in the elections because the 
Voter ID cards did not have 

an option of non-binary gen-
der and in 2013, for the very 
first time the Election Com-
mission of India acceeded 
to the constitutionally valid 
demand and included an op-
tion of “ Others” in the Iden-
tity cards. This was followed 
by another major instance 
when the Indian Railway 
Catering and Tourism Cor-
poration, popularly known 
as the IRCTC included the 
option of the “ transgender” 
in the ticket reservation 
and cancellation requisition 
forms in 2016.

Before West Bengal, to ad-
dress the collective demands 
of the students, the Director-
ate of Technical Education in 
Maharashtra had also added 
the Transgender option for 
the MH-CET exam forms 
of 2017 for the Engineer-
ing and Pharmacy courses. 
Jadavpur University includ-
ed this option in 2015 and 
even Calcutta University in 
the higher education space 

had already implemented 
the same in 2019. It is only 
this time, that the school 
level forms are also being 
brought under the same 
structure of reformation 
that was much necessary for 
gender sensitization early on 
in the academic journey of a 
student. The loopholes and 
anomalies in adding the op-
tion compulsory  have still 
been found even after the 
2014 judgment of the apex 
court where Tarika Banu, 
Tamil Nadu’s first transgen-
der to pass Class 12 exams 
could not find the option of 
the third gender while filling 
in the form for Siddha which 
was under the Directorate 
of Indian Medicine and Ho-
meopathy. She strided to 
include the option manually 
in the form, whereas there 
have been instances where 
the candidates had to resign 
and resort to filling in the 
form with the binary gender 
options available.

The inclusive step of the 
WBCHSE is extremely com-
mendable; however, there 
is still a long fight awaiting 
the third-gender community 
because of the lack of aware-
ness and sensitivity among 
the students themselves as 
well as the society in general. 
Also, the real challenge for 
the third-gender community 
is not the inclusiveness on 
paper but rather the inclu-
siveness in actuality through 
the creation of necessary 
infrastructure for them. 
For instance, there should 
be separate washrooms for 
the third gender individuals 
in every educational institu-
tion. It is definitely a great 
leap in the inclusion of the 
third-gender community 
in the educational domain, 
but the fight cannot stop 
just yet. It has a long way to 
prove that it is not just a po-
litical stunt but rather a step 
towards the long impending 
gender-inclusive society.

ANALYSIS

TRANSCENDING THE TRANS BARRIER: THE WBCHSE 
EXPLICITLY RECOGNIZES THE THIRD GENDER CATEGORY

analysis
ARJITA MUKHERJEE & 

CHANDRIL CHATTOPADHYAY

“Remember this, whoever you are, however you are, you are equally valid, equally justified, and equally beautiful.”  
-Juno Dawson, ‘The Gender Games: The Problems With Men and Women, From Someone Who Has Been Both.’



Democrats will keep their 
narrow Senate majority for 
the next two years after vic-
tories in close contests in 
Nevada and Arizona. Dem-
ocrats now have 50 Senate 
seats to Republicans’ 49 
seats. 

The Democrats need to 
win just one more seat to re-
tain majority control - with 
Nevada and Georgia the 
two states outstanding pav-
ing the way for Joe Biden to 
spend two more years fill-
ing the federal courts with 
his nominees and staffing 
his administration largely 
the way he sees fit.

 Retaining Senate control 
is a huge boost to President 
Biden over the remaining 
two years of his first term 
in the White House.

It means Democrats will 
have the ability to confirm 
Biden’s judicial nominees 
avoiding scenarios such as 
the one former President 
Barack Obama faced in 
2016, when then-Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell refused to hold a 
vote on his Supreme Court 

nominee, Merrick Garland. 
It also means that Senate 
Democrats can reject bills 
passed by the House and 
can set their own agenda. 
Republicans appear to be 
inching closer to a majority 
in the House of Representa-
tives with big implications 
for the next two years of Joe 
Biden’s presidency.

Republicans appear to be 
slowly inching closer to the 
218 seats that would deliver 
them a House majority, but 
several congressional races 
including in California and 
Colorado remain uncalled. 
Georgia will hold a run-off 

election on Dec 6, after nei-
ther Senate candidate won 
an outright majority. Geor-
gia’s race between Demo-
cratic Sen. 

Raphael Warnock and 
Republican challenger 
Herschel Walker is headed 
to a December runoff after 
neither candidate cleared 
the 50 per cent threshold . 
Even if Republicans win 
the Georgia runoff, though, 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris would continue to cast 
the tie-breaking vote in an 
evenly divided Senate to 
guarantee the Democratic 
majority.

Taiwan on Saturday detected 
36 China’s People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) aircraft and 
three People’s Liberation 
Army Navy (PLAN) vessels 
around the island’s surround-
ing region. 
Taiwan’s Armed Forces 
monitored the situation and 
responded to these activities 
with aircraft in CAP, naval 
vessels, and land-based mis-
sile systems. 

“21 of the detected aircraft 
(J-10*4, J-11*6, J-16*4, CH-4 
UCAV RECCE, BZK-005 
UAV RECCE, BZK-007 UAV 
RECCE, Y-8 ASW and H-6*3) 
had flown on the east part of 
the median line of the Taiwan 
Strait and our SW ADIZ, 
flight paths as illustrated,” 
tweeted defence ministry of 
Taiwan.. The incursions come 
amid Chinese President Xi 
Jinping calls that Beijing will 
strengthen military training 
and prepare for any war as the 
nation’s “security is increas-

ingly unstable and uncertain.”
 “ Th e  e nt i r e  m i l i t a r y 
should devote all its en-
ergy to and carry out all 
its work for combat readi-
ness, enhance its capabil-
ity to fight and win,” Xi said. 
“Xi instructed the armed 
forces to thoroughly study, 
publicize and implement 
the guiding principles of the 
20th CPC National Congress 
and take concrete actions 
to further modernize na-
tional defence and the mili-
tary,” the report continued. 
The Chinese leader “also in-
structed them to resolutely 
safeguard national sovereign-
ty, security and development 
interests, and successfully 
complete various tasks en-
trusted by the Party and the 
people,” reports said.
Meanwhile, Taiwan Presi-
dent fears a ‘potential threat’ 
of invasion by China, amid re-
peated indications by Beijing 
in that direction, 
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in afghanistan

Decision to ban women 
from parks must be 
reverseD: rights group

London-based Amnesty International called on the Taliban 
to reverse its recent decision to stop women from visiting 
public parks in Kabul. 

“Afghanistan: The Taliban banning women from public 
parks in Kabul according to media reports is yet another 
blow to women’s rights in the country. Any such decision by 
the Taliban must be reversed immediately as women’s rights 
under the Taliban have been systematically under attack,” 
Amnesty said in a statement posted on Twitter. 

Since the return of the Taliban to Kabul in August 2021, 
the Taliban’s systematic attacks on the rights of women and 
girls and the use of violence, including torture and enforced 
disappearances, have created a culture of fear in Afghan 
society. 

In its latest order, the Taliban’s notorious Ministry of Vir-
tue and Vice stopped women from attending parks in Kabul, 
reports said.

The report added that this restriction has been placed on 
women due to non-hijab observance. With the Taliban back 
in power, women have been barred from exercising their 
basic rights such as freedom of movement, right to education 
and political participation. 

In the statement, Amnesty continued saying that the 
Taliban also decimated institutions designed to address 
cases of domestic violence against women under the for-
mer government. “The Taliban have unlawfully arrested, 
detained & tortured women peaceful posters including 
several women activists arrested just days previously.” 
Furthermore, the group asked the International Community 
to not turn a blind to the systematic suffering of women and 
their rights under Taliban rule.

This latest report comes in the backdrop of the UN 
warning that two-thirds of Afghans are going hungry, 
with girls’ education subject to “random edicts” of the 
Taliban, while crime and terrorism are thriving once 
more buoyed by a large spike in opium production. 
On Thursday, UN General Assembly President Csaba Ko-
rosi painted a near-apocalyptic picture of ordinary life in the 
Taliban-ruled nation that has endured almost five decades of 
“relentless conflict”, urging the international community to 
make up the USD 2.3 billion shortfall in the UN humanitar-
ian appeal for USD 4.4 billion.

Delivering a speech in New York, he said that there was “a 
moral and also a practical imperative for the international 
community to support an inclusive and sustainable peace 
in Afghanistan.”

Thousands of Iranians 
have protested in the 
nation’s southeast to 

mark a September crack-
down by security forces 
known as “Bloody Friday”

Sune Engel Rasmussen, 
said that despite mass ar-
rests and violence, Iranian 
authorities have failed to 
suppress the two-month-
long protest movement that 
started after the death of  
Mahsa Amini, who had been 
detained by morality police 
for allegedly flouting the Is-
lamic Republic’s strict dress 
code imposed on women. 
More than 82 people died 
on Friday, September 30, 
as security forces cracked 
down on demonstrations in 
Sistan-Balochistan, rights 
groups say. The province is 
one of the largest and poorest 
in Iran and is home to an eth-

nic Sunni Muslim minority. 
Hundreds of people have 

gathered in the provin-
cial capital of Zahedan 
to mark 40 days an im-
portant period in Islamic 
mourning--since the in-
cident, which protesters 
have called “Bloody Friday.” 
In one of the most serious 
challenges to the clerical 
establishment in decades, 

Protesters gathered in 
front of Zahedan’s main 
mosque chanting “death to 
Khamenei,” the country’s 
supreme leader, and “death 
to Basiji,” a paramilitary 
militia tasked with protect-
ing the Islamic Republic 
against domestic dissent.. 
Some protesters were chant-
ing, “I will kill whoever 
killed my brother.” Other 

videos featured the sound 
of gunfire that activists at-
tributed to security forces 
opening fire on protesters. 
At least 16 were killed  last 
week in Khash, another city 
in Sistan-Balochistan.

More than 300 people, 
including around 40 mi-
nors, have been killed 
across the country since 
the protests erupted in 
September, Iran Human 
Rights said this week. 
The failure to suppress pro-
testers across the country 
is a sign that the movement 
remains a stark challenge 
to the Iranian leadership. 
Initially centred around de-
mands to abolish the man-
datory Islamic veil, or hijab, 
the movement morphed into 
calls to overthrow the Islam-
ic leadership, reports said. 
Protesters gather almost 
daily in some parts of the 
country, such as the western 
Kurdistan province where 

Amini was from. Elsewhere, 
such as in the capital Tehran, 
rallies are routinely held a 
couple of times a week, of-
ten in or around universities. 
In the past week, 227 of the 
290 lawmakers in Iran’s 
parliament called on the 
country’s judiciary to issue 
and carry out the death pen-
alty for protesters. Iranian 
Chief Justice Gholamhossein 
Mohseni-Ejei asked judges 
to intensify and speed up 
sentences for hundreds of 
arrested protesters, said 
Rasmussen.

Authorities have sought 
to intimidate Iranians from 
participating in rallies by 
placing plainclothes po-
lice in the crowds to seize 
and arrest protesters. 
One 32-year-old protester 
said that she  had been ar-
rested twice by security 
forces in civilian clothing 
who pulled her out of a 
crowd. 

revolt

blooDy friDay: iranians protest 
security force crackDown 
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Protest ongoing in Tehran after the death of Mahsa Amini.

The decision for the appoint-
ment of the next army chief 
of Pakistan will be made in 
London, claimed former PM  
Imran Khan on Friday as he 
slammed both PM Shehbaz 
Sharif, who is in the UK to 
meet his elder brother Nawaz 
Sharif, and Nawaz himself. 
“Today, a spectacle is taking 
place in London. Nowhere 
does such a scene takes place. 
Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif 
in London. What is the pur-
pose of the meeting? Talks 
are being held on the deci-
sion to choose the Pakistan 
army chief. The important 
decisions of the country are 

taken abroad and by those 
who have looted Pakistan 
for the last 30 years,”he said. 
Earlier, he said that the crite-
ria for the next army chief’s 
appointment should be based 
on “merit.” 
“Whoever fits the merit, 
should be appointed the 
army chief.”Criticizing Paki-
stan’s PM for consulting 
PML-N supremo Nawaz, he 
said that he went to a house 
“made of stolen money” to 
meet a “convict” in London. 
“This man was reported 
to have killed hundreds of 
people in police encounters. 
They are going to decide on 
the next army chief. No one 
in a developed country can 
imagine something like this.” 

irony

Decision on next pak 
army chief being maDe in 
lonDon, says imran khanJoe Biden

spotteD

36 PLA aircraft, 3 
PLAN vessels  detected 
around Taiwan

us miDterm polls

Democrats to retain Senate, control 
of House remains undecided

anti-china

banglaDesh protests against 
chinese oppression of uyghurs 

A country that faced the 
horrors of genocide during 
its war of liberation in 1971, 
protested against Chinese 
oppression of Uyghurs and 
its expansionist efforts in 
Bangladesh. 
To extend support to the 
cause of the people of East 
Turkestan/Uyghur Muslims 
and condemn China for its al-
leged inhuman activities, the 
people of Bangladesh organ-
ised (on November 12, East 
Turkestan Independence 
Day) protest demonstra-
tions in different parts of the 
country. Muktijoddha Man-
cha organized a protest and a 
human chain against the per-
secution of Uyghur Muslims 
and the illegal occupation 
of East Turkestan. Around 
600 participants demon-
strated on Saturday, showing 
solidarity for East Turkestan 
Independence Day, in front 
of the National Museum, 

Shahbag, Dhaka with ban-
ners and posters protesting 
against the Chinese killing 
and oppression of Uyghur 
Muslims, their religious per-
secution, forced labour and 
demanding the release of 1 
million Uyghurs, including 
women, from Chinese jails. 
They cautioned around 1000 
onlookers not to trust China, 
which is trying to debt trap 
Bangladesh and continue 
Uyghur Muslim suppression.
T h e y  a l s o  e m a i l e d  a 

m e m o r a n d u m  t o  t h e 
C h i n e s e  E m b a s s y . 
The demonstrators explained 
to the public the Chinese ex-
pansionist attitude in Ban-
gladesh, especially delaying 
and cost increase of Chinese 
projects, not employing any 
foreign skilled technicians in 
these projects, neglecting se-
curity precautions for labour 
employed in these projects 
and pushing Bangladesh 
towards a debt trap like Sri 
Lanka. 

People protesting in Bangladesh.

riskeD

China’s economy keeping Xi awake at 
night, with trillions at stake!

As Chinese leader Xi Jin-
ping kicks off his third term 
as general secretary of the 
Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP), with Beijing reeling 
under economic stress due to 
the real estate crisis and zero-
Covid policy, deeply affecting 
its manufacturing units.
Niels Graham, an assistant 
director at the GeoEconom-
ics Center, writing in Atlantic 

Council said that the deci-
sions he makes during this 

third term risk reducing the 
Chinese economy by as much 
as five trillion dollars over the 
next five years, with poten-
tially devastating effects for 
global growth. 
The economy that greets 
him today is vastly different 
from the one that saw him 
ascend to his role a decade 
ago. When Xi became China’s 
leader in 2012, he inherited a 
nation of newfound wealth 
growing rapidly. Expanding 
at an average pace of around 

7 per cent a year, the Chinese 
economy nearly doubled in 
size over the course of Xi’s 
first two terms. Now, the 
situation is markedly differ-
ent. For the first time since 
1989, China will miss its an-
nual gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth target, said 
Graham. Officially, Beijing 
points to the sweeping Co-
vid-19 restrictions it has im-
plemented across the coun-
try to explain the slowdown, 
reported Atlantic Council. 

Xi Jinping

top of the day

twitter 
manager 
vomiteD after 
elon musk tolD 
him to fire 
employees
SAN FRANCISCO: A Twit-
ter manager puked in a 
trash can after receiving 
orders from the company’s 
new CEO, Elon Musk, to 
fire hundreds of employ-
ees as part of the com-
pany’s goal to reduce its 
personnel by half.

“Two Weeks of Chaos: In-
side Elon Musk’s Takeover 
of Twitter” is a report that 
goes into detail about the 
huge layoffs, Mr. Musk’s 
decision to change the 
company, and the new 
product deadlines set by 
the “Chief Twit” workers. 
Additionally, it states that 
the research included 
interviews with at least 36 
Twitter employees.

ukrainians 
DelighteD after 
liberation from 
russians
PRAVDYNE: Svitlana 
Galak claimed she shed 

“tears of delight” when the 
Ukrainian army arrived 
to rescue her com-
munity after more than 
eight months of Russian 
military forces occupying 
it close to Kherson. “I don’t 
know when the Russians 
arrived, but I only know 
one thing: that yesterday, 
or the day before yester-
day, I saw w a Ukrainian 
soldier, and I was relieved,” 
the 43-year-old said. Her 
village, Pravdyne, is about 
50 kilometres (about 30 
miles) northwest of Kher-
son, which was also taken 
by Russian forces shortly 
after their invasion in late 
February, along with the 
region bearing the same 
name. .

us citizen 
DetaineD During 
sauDi pilgrimage
 DUBAI: A US citizen 
who was on the Umrah 
pilgrimage was detained 
in Saudi Arabia as a 
result of an altercation 
with security personnel, 
his family’s attorney said. 
According to Abdallah 
Moughni over the phone 
from Salem’s home state 
of Michigan in the US, 
Mohamad Salem was 
detained on November 
1 and has since been 
transported to a maxi-
mum-security institution 
that is generally reserved 
for high-profile political 
detainees and suspected 
terrorists. He is one of 
many Americans who 
have recently come into 
conflict with Saudi of-
ficials during a period of 
heightened tension be-
tween the two longtime 
allies over the flow of oil 
around the world.

800 coviD 
patients in 
cruise ship in 
syDney
SYDNEY: Following a 
surge of illnesses, a cruise 
liner with hundreds of 
Covid-positive passengers 
docked in Sydney, Austra-
lia. According to Carnival 
Australia President 
Marguerite Fitzgerald, an 
epidemic of infections was 
discovered on the Majestic 
Princess cruise ship 
around halfway through 
a 12-day journey. Accord-
ing to reports, there were 
4,600 passengers and staff 
members on board the 
ship at the time. 
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unethical

Pak military, govt continue 
to use violence: Expert

The US has returned 192 stolen antiquities worth 
USD 3.4 million to Pakistan, the Manhattan Dis-
trict Attorney’s (MDA) office in New York has said. 
“Manhattan District Attorney Alvin L. Bragg, Jr., today an-
nounced the return of 192 antiquities collectively valued 
at nearly USD 3.4 million to the people of Pakistan. Of the 
antiquities, 187 were seized pursuant to the Office’s investi-
gation into smuggler Subhash Kapoor, while the remaining 
were recovered pursuant to other ongoing criminal inves-
tigations,” the MDA office said in a statement. Some of the 

objects being returned today include a Gandharan statute 
depicting a Maitreya, or an enlightened form of the Buddha, 
which was looted from Pakistan, and smuggled by the traf-
ficking network into New York County during the 1990s. 
In July 2020, the Office filed extradition paperwork with 
India for the five India-based codefendants and Kapoor, 
who had been held in prison since 2012 for charges re-
lating to his role in selling stolen Indian antiquities. 
Kapoor and a co-defendant indicted by the office, 
      Sanjeev Asokan, were convicted and sentenced 
by a Special Court in Kumbakonam, India. Kapoor 
was convicted for receiving stolen property, habitu-
ally dealing in stolen property, and conspiracy, and 
fined and sentenced to thirteen years in prison. 
“The Office is continuing to pursue prosecution in the United 
States. 

Two of the co-defendants on the recent indictment 
have already been convicted by the Office, including 
Richard Salmon in 2020 and Neil Perry in 2021. Three 
other co-conspirators were also convicted, including Se-
lina Mohamed and Aaron Freedman in 2013 and Su-
shma Sareen in 2014,” the district attorney’s office said. 
The antiquities were returned during a repatriation ceremo-
ny at the Pakistan Consulate that was attended by Ayesha Ali, 
Consul General of Pakistan in New York, and US Homeland 
Security Investigations (“HSI”) Assistant Special Agent-in-
Charge, Thomas Acocella.

“Subhash Kapoor was one of the world’s most prolific an-
tiquities traffickers, yet thanks to the work of our dedicated 
investigators and analysts, we have been able to recover 
thousands of pieces looted by his network. We will continue 
to pursue full accountability against Mr Kapoor and his co-
conspirators, who showed a blatant disregard for the cultural 
and historic significance of these antiquities,” said District 
Attorney Bragg.

“These remarkable works of art were ruthlessly removed 
from their rightful home and trafficked without regard for 
their immense cultural and spiritual value. Homeland Se-
curity Investigations New York is proud to stand with our 
colleagues at the Manhattan District Attorney’s Office and 
our partners from the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to ensure 
these 191 pieces can finally be returned to the people of Paki-
stan,” said Ivan J. Arvelo.

antiquities

us returns 192 
stolen artefacts 
to Pakistan
TDG NeTwork
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The global economy cannot afford to be 
split into two opposing camps, UN chief 
Antonio Guterres said at a press conference 
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on Saturday. 
“As I told yesterday’s summit meeting, we 
must avoid at all costs the division of the global 
economy into two parts, led by the two biggest 
economies - the United States and China,” the 
UN Secretary-General said during a presser 
at the Cambodian capital. “Such a rift, with 
two different sets of rules, two dominant 
currencies, two internets, and two conflict-
ing strategies on artificial intelligence, would 
undermine the world’s capacity to respond to 
the dramatic challenges we face,” he added. 
Guterres said ASEAN countries are well 
placed to bridge this divide, stressing 
that “we must have one global economy 
and global market with access for all.” 
The UN chief also reported on some of the 
issues discussed at the summit, includ-
ing the situation in Myanmar which he 
described as “an unending nightmare for 
the people of that country, and a threat 
to peace and security across the region.” 
“At ASEAN, I condemned the appalling hu-
man rights situation in Myanmar and repeated 
calls on the country’s authorities to release 
all political prisoners and launch an inclusive 
process to return to democratic transition. I 
also urged countries to develop a regional 
framework to protect refugees,” he tweeted. 
Myanmar’s military seized power in Feb-
ruary 2021 and since then, the country 

has been in the grip of a political, hu-
man rights and humanitarian crisis. 
The UN chief said ASEAN has tak-
en a principled approach to the is-
sue through its Five-Point Consensus. 
The war in Ukraine, the global energy and 
food crisis, and the climate emergency were 
also on the agenda at the day-long summit, “In 
these turbulent times, regional organizations 
including ASEAN are essential to building 
global solutions,” Guterres told reporters. 
The Secretary-General travelled to Cam-
bodia from Egypt, where the COP27 UN 
climate change conference is underway. 
Guterres is calling for a Climate Soli-
darity Pact for developed and emerg-
ing economies to combine resources 
and capacities to defeat climate change. 
He is also pushing for leaders to reach 
an agreement on a financial mechanism 
to support countries that suffer loss and 
damage from climate-related disasters. 

council

Avoid division of global 
economy into US, China 
camps, says UN chief

commemoration

aid

turkic minorities in u.s. celebrate 
east turkistan’s indePendence 

$1.4 bn dollar fund by G20 
members to tackle next Pandemic
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The celebration of the 
independence day 
of East Turkistan, in 

front of the White House, 
turns into a protest against 
the Chinese oppression 
A number of Uyghurs, Ka-
zakhs, Uzbeks and Ameri-
can supporters of East 
Turkistan gathered in front 
of the White House in Wash-
ington to celebrate East 
Turkistan’s Independence 
and the 89th and 78th an-
niversaries of the First East 
Turkistan Republic and 
Second East Turkistan Re-
public, The East Turkistan 
government in exile report-
ed. The event was organized 
by East Turkistan National 
Movement (ETNM) and the 
East Turkistan Government 
in Exile (ETGE). The partici-
pants of the event called on 
the international commu-
nity to intervene and stop 

“China’s ongoing coloniza-
tion, genocide and occupa-
tion campaigns.”

Dr Aziz Sulayman, the Act-
ing Foreign Minister of the 
East Turkistan Government 
in Exile, said, “Since China 
violated our sovereignty 
and invaded our country in 
late 1949, the people of East 
Turkistan have been sub-
jected to an ongoing cam-
paign of colonization, geno-

cide, and occupation for the 
past 73 years.” He urged the 
G20 leaders to underscore 
that the “free world will no 
longer tolerate China’s “im-
perialism and colonialism.” 
“We call on President Biden, 
PM Modi, and all democratic 
leaders at the G20 to make 
it clear to Xi and the racist 
Chinese government that 
the free world will no longer 
tolerate China’s imperialism 

and colonialism,” Dr Aziz 
Sulayman said.

Salih Hudayar further said, 
“We plead with the interna-
tional community to inter-
vene and act swiftly to end 
China’s Holocaust-like geno-
cide in East Turkistan before 
it’s too late.” Meanwhile, Ben 
Lowsen, a former US Army 
Attache in Beijing, thinks 
that if they continue to call 
for action from US President 
and US Congress, they will 
soon witness a “free and in-
dependent East Turkistan.” 
“I believe that if we contin-
ue to demand action from 
the [U.S.] President and 
[U.S.] Congress, we will 
soon see a free and inde-
pendent East Turkistan,” 
the East Turkistan gov-
ernment in exile quoted 
Ben Lowsen as saying. 
As per the East Turkistan 
government in exile report, 
the Manchu Qing Dynasty 
annexed East Turkistan 
and renamed it “Xinjiang” 

in 1884. The East Turkistan 
regained its independence 
on November 12, 1933, as 
the East Turkistan Repub-
lic. Since then, the people 
of East Turkistan celebrate 
the day as the nation’s inde-
pendence day. However, the 
East Turkistan Republic fell 
to the Soviet and Chinese 
invasion on April 16 in 1934. 
The East Turkistani people, 
however, resisted Chinese 
colonialism and declared 
their independence on No-
vember 12 in 1944 as the East 
Turkistan Republic. China 
invaded East Turkistan on 
October 12 in 1949 and the 
independent East Turkistan 
Republic was “overthrown” 
on December 22 in 1949. 
The Chinese government has 
been committing genocide 
since 2014 and has caused 
the internment of millions of 
Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz 
and other Turkic peoples in 
concentration camps, pris-
ons, and labour camps. 

$1.4 billion fund has been 
launched by G20 health and 
finance ministers on Sunday 
to tackle the next global pan-
demic.  The 24-nation fund is 
seen as one of the summit’s 
early global outcomes. Little 
movement on the Ukraine 
conflict is anticipated, and 
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin will not be there. 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, and the World Bank, Da-
vid Malpass. 
“The G20 agrees to build a 
pandemic fund to prevent 
and prepare for a pandem-
ic. Donors from G20 and 
non-G20 members, as well 
as philanthropic organisa-
tions, have contributed to the 
funds. But it is not enough,” 
Widodo said. “We must en-
sure community resilience 
in the face of a pandemic. A 
pandemic can no longer take 
lives and destroy the joints 
of the global economy.” Ac-
cording to him $31 billion 
was the requirement to gear 
the upcoming global pan-
demic. The United States has 
contributed $450 million to 

the fund, nearly a third of 
the total. US Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen said the 
joint fund was an example 
of what the G20 can do to 
tackle global problems. “I 
am proud of what we have 
accomplished. 

I think the steps we have 
taken this year will help de-
liver on a vision of a healthier 
and more responsive global 
health architecture,” she 
said. 
     When a wave of Delta 
strain cases hit the country 
in mid-2021, Indonesia was 
at one point an epicentre of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Ja-
karta created its own domes-

tic vaccine as lower income 
countries became frustrated 
with more developed nations 
hoarding vaccinations for 
their citizens as their health 
systems were overwhelmed 
by the number of infections. 
The United States, Britain, 
India, China, France, Cana-
da, Australia, and Japan are 
the fund’s top donors. “We 
meet at a time of multiple 
crisis, this new dedicated 
fund is an important tool 
that will support low and 
middle income countries to 
be better prepared for global 
health crises,” said Malpass, 
who urged more countries to 
commit to the fund. 
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The recent events that oc-
curred in and outside 
Pakistan have added to the 
belief that the south Asian 
country is one of the most 
dangerous nations in the 
country and how question-
ing the Army is Pakistan’s 
most dangerous business. 
Writing for the South Asia 
Democratic Forum (SADF), 
Siegfried O Wolf, said that 
Pakistan is in a state of shock 
after two horrifying events: 
first is the killing of journal-
ist Arshad Sharif and the 
assassination attempt on 
former prime minister Im-
ran Khan.
   “The growing belief that 
both incidents might be 
linked contributes to a grow-
ing loss of faith by the public 
in the state and its institu-
tions - especially security 
sector agents,” he argued in 
a commentary for SADF. 
Sharif was killed by two 
shots fired at close range. 
This is one of the few hard 
facts to have emerged in the 
two weeks since his mur-
der in a Nairobi suburb on 
the night of October 23. 
The information comes from 
a Kenyan autopsy report 
published on November 4. 
It says that one of the bullets 
entered his back and exited 
via his chest and that the oth-
er bullet lodged in his head. 

Expressing doubts about the 
impartiality of the Pakistani 
investigators and contradic-
tory 
  Kenyan police state-
ments, Paris-based me-
dia watchdog Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF) 
this week called for a UN 
probe into Sharif’s murder. 
“The information currently 
emerging from the Kenyan 
wing of the investigation 
is contradictory, and all in-
dependent attempts to get 
information are met with a 
wall of silence,” said Sadi-
bou Marong, the director of 
RSF’s sub-Saharan Africa 
bureau. 
    “If the Kenyan authori-
ties want to shed light on 
this murder, they must en-
sure that the investigation 
is not cloaked in impreci-
sion, and that it is inde-
pendent and impartial.” 
Kenya Union of Journal-
ists president Eric Oduor 

told RSF that a transparent 
investigation was required 
by journalists worldwide. 
“But the government has 
not reported any prog-
ress in the investigations 
into the killing of Arshad 
Sharif. And we keep on de-
manding that the investi-
gations are fast-tracked to 
bring the killers to book.” 
Many questions have mean-
while been raised about 
Pakistan’s handling of 
the case, starting with the 
composition of the Joint 
Investigation Team (JIT) 
that the government ap-
pointed on October 25 to 
investigate the murder. 
Another issue that has 
b e e n  r u n n i n g  h o t  i n 
Pakistan is the assassina-
tion bid on Imran Khan. 
“The recent assassination at-
tempt on former PM Imran 
Khan thus gains additional 
momentum and political 
brisance.
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Turkic minorities protesting outside the white House.
UN Chief Antonio Guterres

Artefacts worth $3.4 Million to be returned to Pakistan.

G20 summit  2022 held in Indonesia.

Millions of people from 
Ukraine, Afghanistan and 
across the Middle East dis-
placed by conflict or perse-
cution could face a perilous 
winter as freezing tempera-
tures add to the misery 
already induced by spiral-
ling prices, the lingering 
impact of the Covid-19 pan-
demic and extreme weather 
linked to the climate crisis. 
UNHCR, the UN Refugee 
Agency, warns that for 
many of the world’s forc-
ibly displaced, this com-
ing winter will be far more 

challenging than in recent 
years. Many displaced fami-
lies will have no option but 
to choose between food and 
warmth as they struggle to 
heat their shelters, source 
warm clothing, and cook 
hot meals, according to UN-
HCR. “Across the Middle 
East, many displaced Syr-
ians and Iraqis will have to 
contend with extreme cold 
and snowstorms once again. 
This will be the 12th con-
secutive winter in displace-
ment for many. UNHCR 
estimates that 3.4 million 
Syrian and Iraqi refugees 
and internally displaced 
people in Syria, Lebanon, 

Jordan, Iraq and Egypt will 
need critical assistance to 
prepare for and cope with 
winter,” the UNHCR said 
in a statement this week. 
In Lebanon, where the se-
vere economic crisis is push-
ing everyone to the brink, 
nine out of 10 Syrian refu-
gees are already living in ex-
treme poverty, forcing them 
to reduce food consumption 
and suspend seeking medi-
cal care. Many are falling 
further into debt as they try 
to cover their basic needs. 
Millions of Ukrainians up-
rooted from their homes 
by the current war are fac-
ing winter in displacement 

or are living in damaged 
homes or in buildings ill-
suited to protect them from 
the biting cold, with dis-
rupted energy, heating and 
water supplies and lost live-
lihoods.

In Afghanistan, where 
winter temperatures can 
easily plunge to -25 degrees 
Celsius across parts of the 
country, many displaced 
and conflict-affected fami-
lies will be left exposed to 
the elements. Winter ar-
rives amid a steep economic 
decline, and only months 
after June’s earthquake in 
south-eastern Paktika and 
Khost provinces, in which 

thousands of people expe-
rienced devastating loss 
and damage to their homes. 
Amid an ongoing effort to 
contain a humanitarian 
catastrophe, flash flooding 
and drought also continue to 
wreak havoc on lives, prop-
erty and livelihoods, while 
some regions of Afghanistan 
continue to report new dis-
placement.

“Despite worsening hu-
manitarian needs, the fund-
ing outlook for life-saving 
aid programmes and assis-
tance remains bleak. Ow-
ing to funding shortfalls, 
UNHCR has recently been 
forced to scale back essen-

tial programmes in several 
countries,” UNHCR said. 
The UN refugee agency 
said that it has launched a 
global winter fundraising 
campaign to help forcibly 
displaced families in the 
above-mentioned operations 
meet their most urgent needs 
during the coldest months of 
the year.

“Funding will help provide 
those uprooted with warm 
winter clothing, thermal 
blankets, home repairs, solar 
panels and lamps, gas cylin-
ders and cash assistance to 
cover other essential winter 
needs, including heating,” it 
added. 

challenGe

Harsh winter awaits displaced families in 
Ukraine, Afghanistan: UNHCR
TDG NeTwork
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A view of 
Mughal 

Shalimar 
garden 

surrounded 
by majestic 

chinar 
trees, in 

Srinagar 
on Sunday.

MAGNIFICENT 

#PAKVSENG

ENGLAND DEFEATS PAKISTAN 
TO EMERGE AS T20 WORLD CUP 
CHAMPIONS, NETIZENS REACT    
Top performances from Sam Curran and Ben Stokes 
powered England to their second ICC T20 World Cup 
title after 2010, as they defeated Pakistan by five wick-
ets in a gripping low-scoring final at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) on Sunday.
One of the netizens said, “I respect Pakistan cricket 
and have always supported their team, but how they 
mocked us after our defeat against England proved 
the whole country was built on hate for India. So happy 
seeing them cry and sad. Ultimate satisfaction.” 
Another expressed, “When you realise, Netherlands 
can’t help you win the finals..”

Another said that though Pakistan bowlers are 
world-class, their batting needs some fixes.

After 15 overs of the play, Pakistan’s score read 106 
with a four-wicket loss. Shadab and Masood opened 
their hands and slammed Stokes for 13 runs in the 
16th over.

“Every 
campus in 
India must 
become 
incubators 
for 
startups.”

— PIYUSH GOYAL

BRAIN-PICKING 

Commerce Minister on innovation and entrepreneurship. 

BIZARRE 

Madonna licks water 
out of dog bowl

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON                                               

American singer and songwriter Madonna, who has been 
making fans howl with scandalous social media posts, has 
shared a video in which she seemingly licks water out of a dog 
bowl.
According to Fox News, Madonna took to Instagram and 
shared a series of risque photos and videos, as she donned a 
neon green furry top with sparkling black shorts and fishnets.

In it, the 64-year-old singer is seen getting on all fours and 
drinking out of a dog bowl with a blurry effect as the song ‘I 
Wanna Be Your Dog’, by The Stooges is playing in the back-
ground.

She’s also seen sprawled out on the ground next to the dog 
bowl in her latest tricks, pretending to “play dead.” Another 
bizarre photo showed her squatting with a bottle of hot sauce 
underneath, reported Fox News.

She captioned the post, “Garage Band..........” with four water 
gun emojis, as she posed in what appeared to be a warehouse 
or garage.Madonna shared another eerie video on her social 
media where she was seen staring into the camera in a close-up 
shot while in a dark car.

The ‘Like a Prayer’ singer has recently been in the spotlight 
for continuing to share outrageous photos and videos of her-
self. As per Fox News, rapper 50 Cent has been among the ones 
to be vocal about his opinions on Madonna’s posts, as he called 
her out on Instagram for being “pathetic” and stated that one 
of her videos “truly disturbs” his “spirit.” 

Screengrab of the video shared by Madonna. 

Mehran Karimi Nasseri 
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HITCHED 

Even though it’s said 
that marriages are 
made in heaven, there 

is a match that has been set 
up by two neighbours in Gu-
rugram’s Palam Vihar Exten-
sion who are getting their pet 
dogs hitched.

This unique wedding 
of the dogs named Sheru 
(male) and Sweety (female), 
for which 100 invitation 
cards have been printed, has 
their entire locality excited, 
and they will be attending 
the marriage ceremony as 
‘baraatis’.

According to the wedding 
organisers, while Sheru and 
Sweety will take the pheras 
on 13 November at 8:30 pm, 

the mehendi ceremony was 
performed on Saturday.

Rani, the person who 
raised Sweety, spoke about 

her dog and said, “I did not 
have children after mar-
riage, and to help me tackle 
this loneliness, my husband 

brought Sweety from the 
temple 3 years ago, and since 
then I have raised Sweety like 
her child.”

She added that due to this 
wedding, they now have the 
opportunity to perform a 
‘kanyadaan’.

Meanwhile, the family that 
has raised Sheru said, “He is 
8 years old and has grown up 
playing with their children 
since they were young.”

In Delhi NCR, where due 
to dog attacks on children, 
old people, women, and 
guards, the government 
has issued guidelines re-
garding raising a dog, the 
marriage of Sheru and 
Sweety has brought to light 
the immense love that exists 
between humans and dogs. 

‘SHERU, SWEETY DI WEDDING’: 
INDIAN MATCHMAKING OF DOGS

Friends' Central Perk Cafe is a new 
centre of attraction in Kashmir    

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Young entrepreneurs in the Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kashmir are imple-
menting innovative ideas to make their 
businesses unique.

During the last year, several new busi-
nesses in the Kashmir valley came up 
with the theme of “Motor Garage,” the 
popular arena-battle game “PUBG,” 
and other such unique set-ups.

Now a unique cafe, the first of its kind 
based on the theme of the American 
sitcom “F.R.I.E.N.D.S.”, has become the 
centre of attraction in Kashmir.

Built in Hubak, a suburb of Srinagar 
city, this cafe has been modelled after 
the “Central Perk Cafe” in America. 
Be it the doors or walls, the furniture, 
or the things placed on the shelves, ev-
erything resembles and presents the 
same ambience to the people as was 
seen in the show. This cafe is being run 
by a couple, Afra and Faheem. Afra has 
done an MBA, and Faheem is an engi-
neer by profession. Wanting to branch 
out and start their own business, Afra 
and Faheem started the construction of 
the cafe in July 2019. But initially, they 
haven’t planned for it to resemble the 

iconic Central Perk Cafe.
Afra said, “The construction of the 

cafe had started in July 2019 but was 
later stalled due to unfavourable con-
ditions.” She further informed me that 
the idea of making it look like the Cen-
tral Perk came when Faheem watched 
the popular “Friends” series during the 
ongoing lockdown in 2020. After the 
abrogation of Article 370 in Kashmir, 
they thought to create this themed cafe.

Faheem added that it was not an easy 
task to implement the cafe on the theme 
of the sitcom Friends. Faheem further 
stated that it was difficult to collect the 
equipment and items needed to provide 
a complete and refined environment for 

friends, like at the Central Perk Cafe, as 
they had to import items.

Faheem exclaimed that today, when 
visitors praise the cafe, the effort behind 
it seems worth it. “Everyone who comes 
to the cafe can’t help but appreciate it.” 
“We feel happy when people like our 
idea,” said Faheem.

Visitors who praise the cafe say that 
it transports them away from Kashmir 
and into another world. In this cafe, no 
compromise is made on the quality of 
the dishes, and special attention is paid 
to the visitor’s taste buds.

Central Perk Cafe has only been open 
for a few months now, but it is becoming 
quite popular with people. 

Central Perk cafe in Kashmir. 

TDG NETWORK
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YOUR FAVOURITE SONGS COULD REVEAL YOUR ATTACHMENT STYLE

MUSIC 

What does listening to a certain artist 
repeatedly teach us about navigating our 
relationships with friends, family, and ro-
mantic partners? It doesn’t matter if Adele 
or The Weeknd are on your go-to playlist; 
the songs can reveal a lot about you. It all 
has to do with attachment styles, or the 
normal ways that people act, think, and 
feel in relationships.

“I’m interested in the role music plays 
in people’s lives. Since humans started 
making music tens of thousands of years 
ago, songs across cultures have always 
focused on relationships -- getting into 
one, maintaining one or breaking up -- 
so I wondered, do people listen to music 
that mirrors their experiences in relation-

ships?” says Ravin Alaei, who graduated 
with a PhD from the Department of Psy-
chology in the Faculty of Arts & Science 

in 2019.
Alaei and professors Geoff Macdonald 

and Nicholas Rule from the Department 
of Psychology discovered that people’s 
unique attachment styles correspond 
with the lyrics of their favourite songs in 
a recent study that was published in the 
journal Personal Relationships. 

In other words, for better or worse, we 
frequently listen to songs that express the 
emotions we are experiencing in a rela-
tionship.         

“Lyrics matter, so pay attention to 
them,” says Alaei, who is also a physi-
cian who earned his MD at McMaster 
University. 

“The lyrics of your favourite songs 
about relationships may help validate 
your thoughts and feelings,"he added. 

TDG NETWORK
TORONTO               

THE MAN WHO INSPIRED ‘THE 
TERMINAL’ DIES OF HEART ATTACK

LOSS 

Mehran Karimi Nasseri, the 
Iranian exile whose time 
spent at Paris’ Charles de 
Gaulle airport inspired film-
maker Steven Spielberg’s 
movie ‘The Terminal,” died 
of a heart attack on Saturday 
in Terminal 2F of the same 
airport.

Mehran, also known as Sir 
Alfred, had been living in 
the airport again in recent 
weeks, according to the out-
let. He lived in Terminal 1 of 
Charles de Gaulle Airport.

It was in 1988 that Mehran 
first settled at the airport 
after the United Kingdom 
denied him political asylum 
as a refugee despite the fact 
that he had a Scottish moth-
er. He deliberately chose to 
reside at the airport after 
declaring himself stateless 
and reportedly always had 
his luggage by his side.

Mehran, who first left the 
airport when he was hospi-

talised in 2006, 18 years af-
ter first settling there, used 
to spend time reading, writ-
ing diary entries, and study-
ing economics, according to 
Variety. Spielberg decided 
to make the 2004 film ‘The 
Terminal’ based on his un-
conventional situation. It 
starred Tom Hanks as an 
Eastern European man 
who resides in New York’s 
John F. Kennedy airport af-
ter being denied entry to the 
United States.

Apart from this, the 1993 
French film ‘Tombes du 
ciel,’ starring Jean Roche-
fort, was also inspired 
by Mehran, who was the 
subject of numerous docu-
mentaries and journalistic 
profiles.

As per Variety, he was be-
lieved to have been born in 
1945 in the Iranian city of 
Masjed Soleiman, and his 
autobiography, titled ‘The 
Terminal Man’ was pub-
lished in 2004.

TDG NETWORK
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FIVE WEIRDEST THINGS SOLD IN 
AN AUCTION
The adage “beauty is in the eye of the beholder” 
certainly applies to people who have spent a lot of 
money on extremely bizarre purchases. Some very 
peculiar items went under the hammer, selling for 
some very hefty sums during auctions. Here is a list of 
the strangest and a few coolest items that people have 
spent a lot of money on.

A LETTER WRITTEN ON THE TITANIC 
In a heartbreaking prediction that “if all goes 
well, we’ll arrive in New York on Wednesday,” 
the last letter ever written on board by a pas-

senger who died when the Titanic sank has been sold 
at auction for a record-breaking 41,000. 

CELEBRITY HAIR 
A lock of hair from the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll, 
Elvis Presley, sold for 1,300. Elvis’ personal 
barber, Homer Gill Gilleland, who toured with 

Elvis for more than 20 years, had saved the lock, which 
is in excellent shape. At Catawiki, locks of hair from the 
Beatles, Napoleon, Marilyn Monroe, and each of the 
four Beatles sold for over 8,000. 

A BANANA TAPED TO A WALL
A banana that was taped to a wall once sold 
for an astounding $120,000. The piece of art, 
titled “Comedian,” was produced by Italian 

artist Maurizio Cattelan for the Art Basel show in Miami. 
David Datuna, a late Georgian artist, ate the banana be-
fore it was replaced. He claimed that the artwork was 
about “the idea,” not the banana itself. According to 
Datuna, he made the piece to “question what art is.”

QUEEN VICTORIA’S UNDIES 
In addition, cotton underwear once worn by 
Queen Victoria—Queen Elizabeth’s great-
great-grandmother—were sold for $16,300 

in 2015 when the topic of lavatories came up. The un-
derwear, which was embroidered with Victoria Regina’s 
royal initials, “VR,” was in immaculate condition due to 
being wrapped in tissue and maintained in a tempera-
ture-controlled space. 

JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE’S LEFTOVER TOAST 
Twenty years ago, Justin Timberlake, then 
a teenage NSYNC band member, was be-
ing interviewed on the Z100 morning show 

in New York City when he accidentally left some of his 
unfinished French toast behind. Two of its slices were 
playfully listed for sale on eBay by the station’s DJ, and 
were eventually purchased for $1,025 by a teen named 
Kathy Summers. 

— SIMRAN SINGH  

A letter written on the Titanic
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n ew  d e l h i art & culture
OCEANS OF CONNECTIVITY

ART EXHIBITION IN 
CAMBODIA MARKS 30 YEARS 
OF ASEAN-INDIA RELATIONS

To commemorate the 
30 years of ASEAN-
India dialogue rela-

tions, the ASEAN art exhi-
bition held in Cambodia on 
11th November 2022 show-
cased artworks created by 
the ASEAN and Indian art-
ists created on the theme of 
‘The Oceans of Connectivity’ 
during the 2nd ASEAN-India 
Artists’ Camp in Udaipur in 
October 2022. 

Vice President of India Jag-
deep Dhankar, Indian Am-
bassador to ASEAN Jayant 
Khobragade, Joint Secretary 
and Indian Ambassador to 
Cambodia Devyani Kho-
bragade were in attendance 
at the exhibition. 

Nguyen Phuong Linh from 
Vietnam and Somreth Keo 
from Cambodia who had 
participated in the exhibition 
attended and interacted with 
the delegation. They provid-
ed a deeper understanding of 

their works.
Sanjeev Bhargava, Founder 

Director of Seher, said, “The 
countries are separated by 
borders and oceans, but art 
and culture bring us all to-
gether. The concept of culture 
is so dynamic and is treasured 
in art. After a successful art-
ists’ week in Udaipur, the 
exhibition of artworks in 
Cambodia showcases the 
strengthening of cultural ties 
between ASEAN and India 
and is a perfect fit to mark the 

30th year of diplomatic rela-
tions between these countries 
and India. We are delighted to 
be a part of this exhibition and 
enable cultural knowledge 
exchange between India and 
Southeast Asian countries.”

Besides India, artists from 
Indonesia, Philippines, Ma-
laysia, Brunei, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myan-
mar and Vietnam partici-
pated in the nine-day artists’ 
camp at Taj Aravali Resort, 
Udaipur.

Renowned architect Shikha  Setia

Different artworks in one roof

Ruined temple parts within the Neelkanth temple complex Neelkanth temple

Exquite carvings on a 
temple pillar. Broken part of a temple with deities carved on it

Tribal Artwork

Vice President of India Jagdeep Dhankar and Founder Director of Seher, 
Sanjeev Bhargava at the ASEAN art exhibition held in Cambodia.

Founder Director of Seher Sanjeev Bhargava with 
Cambodian artist Somreth.

Tribal artwork in Acrylic canvas

MONIDIPA DEY
ART OF TEMPLE

As is rightly said, Creativ-
ity knows no boundaries, 
renowned architect Shikha  
Setia who has been practic-
ing architecture for over 
decades, in India and UAE, 
is all set to unveil her other 
creative pursuits.  Her first 
art exhibition titled, “A Jour-
ney Through the Shades” 
will be taking place from 
17th to 20th Nov, 2022 at 
Museo Camera, Gurgaon.

The artwork of Shikha is 
characterized by the sense 
of being and of          content-
ment. Architecture, travel, 

music, art and culture, she 
believes are synonymous to 
our living. And they bind 
us all. All of us, without 

boundaries, demarcated 
or created. The art works 
are divided in two series, 
“Pause in the journey” and 
“In the passing”. Pause in 
the Journey portrays noth-
ing is singular in nature. 
It all exists in sets. In the 
dominion of biophilia, our 
submission to it is also our 
victory.

In the passing depicts 
structures breathe!. They 
do, and you feel that in 
whatever is connected with 
them. And when you look 
at the framework, wouldn’t 
you call it alive? Spaces 
shape us and our lives. 

Buildings need us as much 
as we need them. Their 
forms are full of possibili-
ties, and they can make us 
rethink tradition and ideas. 
Their connection with the 
elements around us is re-
markable. The exhibition 
will be inaugurated on 17th 
Nov in the august gathering 
of eminent personalities 
viz., photographer Nitin 
Rai, Ex Jt Secy, GoI, Kiran 
Chadha, golfer Neelam 
Pratap Rudy, cricketer Atul 
Wasan, actor Nasir Abdul-
lah, choreographer Liza 
Varma and singer & emcee 
Vandana Vadhera, etc.

With the objective to nur-
ture Indian folk art and 
tribal art, OPS Art Gallery 
is set to organize an exhibi-
tion ‘Reflection of Tribes’ 
from 17th November to 23rd 
November at India Habitat 
Centre, New Delhi. This 
show is being curated by 
Kiran Kethline Mohan and 
will be inaugurated on 17th 
November by renowned 
Indian classical dancer Dr. 
Sonal Mansingh.  

The folk and tribal art 
traditions of India are the 
true guardians of the na-
ture. These folk and tribal 
art forms in their own 
subtle way carry a message 
to respect and safeguard 
our global resources and 
leave a better future for our 
forthcoming generations. 
Each season abounds with 
a purely different natural 
splendour, to be explored 
and admired at. The spring 
brings new blooms full of 
hope, the fall has a deli-
cate display of colours to 
the winter’s magic and the 
energies of the summers. 
Displayed in this exhibi-
tion are various forms of 
folk and tribal art like – 
Warli Tribal Painting, Gond 
Tribal Painting, Kalamkari, 

Phad Painting, Hazaribagh 
Tribal Painting, Bengal Pa-
tachitra, Bhil Tribal Paint-
ing, Rautawa Painting, 
Leather Puppet Art, Kerala 
Mural Painting, Sanjhi Art, 
Kangra Miniature painting, 
Cheriyal Painting, Saura 
Painting and Bhuta Masks. 

The Bhuta Mask tradition 
dates back to pre-Hindu 
ritualistic tradition. In folk-
lore, they are dead benevo-
lent spirits who become a 
guardian of their worship-
pers, used as a prop in the 
performances or as means 
of communication between 

the spirits and the devotees.
The artists who would 

be showcasing their art-
works include Anil Cha-
ityavangad, Bhuri Bai, D. 
Pavan, Durga Bai Vyam, 
Gariba Singh Tekam, 
Kalpana Chitrakar, Manoj 
Kumar Tekam, Mayank 
Shyam, Nankusiya Shyam, 
P o o m a n  K a t o c h , 
Praveen Joshi ,  Putl i 
Ganju, Ram Singh Ur-
veti ,  Roshni  Shyam, 
Subhash Vyam, Sunil Shy-
am Moti, Vijay Ukey and 
many others.

In a candid conversation 

Rishi Sharma founder of 
OPS Art Gallery said, “This 
show is being organized in 
India Habitat Centre start-
ing from 17th November 
till 23rd of November. This 
show is focused on folk and 
tribal art. We want to show-
case this exhibition because 
we have found that this area 
is not very much popular or 
being promoted but this is 
Indian culture and heritage 
which needs to be uplifted 
and brought to the center 
stage. We are planning lot 
more exhibition on tribal 
and folk art.”

Around 25-30 km away 
from the Sariska National 
Park is a Shiva temple com-
plex, which dates back to 
the 7th- 10th century CE, 
and was built by Mahara-
jadhiraja Mathanadeva, a 
Pratihara feudatory ruler. 
Known as the Neelkanth 
Mahadev Temple, the com-
plex sits on a small isolated 
plateau top surrounded by 
ruinous walls of the Rajor-
garh Fort. A steep rough 
track with some dramatic 
views on the way, takes one 
to this temple complex.

The complex comprises 
of one surviving temple 
(partly reconstructed by the 
ASI), and an extensive area 
covered with ruins of some 
200-300 odd temples. The 
single standing temple is 
said to be the only one that 
survived the onslaught of 
Aurangzeb and his maraud-
ing army, who were forced 
to flee the spot after being 

attacked by hoards of angry 
bees.

The scattered ruined 
temple parts and the lone 
standing temple (Neelkanth 
temple) are a shining testi-
mony of the high standards 
seen in early medieval Indi-
an temple art and architec-
ture. The surviving temple 
is of a trikuta style (three 
garbagrihas/sanctums), of 
which the central or main 
sanctum holds the linga. 
The mandapa ceiling of this 
temple has intricate concen-
tric patterns that show lotus 
flowers in full bloom, along 
with other floral and geo-
metric patterns. The pillars 
and capitals have beautiful 
carvings that depict kir-
timukhas, apsaras, gand-
harvas, yalis, mithuna, 
saptmatrikas, and various 
other figures. The main de-
ity here is that of Neelkanth 
or Shiva, with a lingam en-
shrined in the garbhagriha. 

The lalatabimba of the main 
shrine has Natesa, while 
the subsidiary sanctum 
lalatabimbas hold deities 
that are now too damaged 
to be identified.    Inside 
the temple there is a com-
mon mandapa for the three 
sanctums, with four beauti-
fully carved central pillars. 
There is a mukhmandapa 
in front, which also has two 
exquisitely carved pillars at 
the entrance. The main shi-
khara remains undamaged, 
and is of the nagara style; 
the side  sanctums, how-
ever, stand bereft of their 
shikharas. The outer tem-

ple walls show pancharatha 
plan, has a pitha and a ve-
dibandha that holds small 
niches with sculptures in 
them. The  outer temple 

walls of the main sanctum 
hold beautiful sculptures 
in their bhadra niches 
that show Hari-Hara-Arka 
(a syncretic image of Shiva, 

Vishnu, and Surya), Nara-
simha, and Tripurantaka. 
The other external projec-
tions are filled with beauti-
ful images of surasundaris, 

mithuna, yalis, and dikpa-
las. Among these, there is 
a beautiful standing image 
of a bejeweled Shiva and 
Gauri with nandi sitting at 
the back. Besides the main 
Neelkantha temple, the 
other ruined shrines seen 
in the site, as per the ASI, 
include Hanuman-ki-Deo-
ri, Bataka-ki-Deori, Bagh-
ki-Deori, Kotan-ki-Deori, 
Lachholava-ki-Deori, and 
Dabar-ki-Deori.

A little distance away 
from the Neelkanth temple 
stands a tall statue of the Jain 
tirthankara Shantinatha, 
made of light orangish-red 

sandstone. An inscription 
now placed at the National 
Museum in Delhi says that 
a Jain temple was “dedicated 
to Shantinatha and built 
on the 13th day of the dark 
half of Baisakha in the year 
VS 979 (AD 922-23) during 
the reign of Gurjara-Prati-
hara ruler Mahipala I Deva 
of Kannauj, by the architect 
Sarvadeva of Simhapadra.“

This medieval site with the 
single standing temple and 
the extensively scattered 
temple ruins is a sight worth 
seeing, and a must visit place 
for those travelling to the Sa-
riska National Park.

‘A JOURNEY THROUGH THE SHADES’ IS 
CHARACTERIZED BY THE SENSE OF BEING

‘Reflection of Tribes’ 
showcases folk and 
tribal forms of art

Neelkanth Mahadev Temple is a testimony of 
the high standards seen in medieval Indian art
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The much-awaited mem-
oir of the super famous 
and controversy-mired 

entrepreneur and Shark 
Tank India investor Ashneer 
Grover, is Penguin India’s big 
release this December. India 
has more than 100 unicorns 
already, and Ashneer is the 
first Unicorn Founder in India, 
to chronicle his life and offer an 
insider view into the mythical 
world of unicorns.

Doglapan: The Hard Truth 
About Life and Start-Ups is 
raw, gut-wrenchingly honest, 
and one of the finest story-
telling from the Delhi boy re-
nowned for his truth bombs. 
It is the defining book on start 
– ups in India and what it takes 
to build multi-billion dollar 
businesses against all odds. 
This book is explosive and def-
initely not for the fainthearted. 

It’s an edge of the seat thriller.
The book, which releases 

in mid-December, is available 
for pre-oorder exclusively on 
Amazon.

As Ashneer Grover puts it, 
“Doglapan is all about the 
hypocrisy of life – Success in 
Failure and Failure in Suc-
cess.” ‘My life has had its share 

of heroes, villains, character 
artists, and more. This is my 
real life story, one which has 
left me with a lot more experi-
ence, a lot more grey hair, a lot 
more insight into who my ac-
tual friends and well-wishers 
are; a lot more understanding 
of “doglapan”—of success in 
failure and failure in success; 
and a deeper understanding 
of what really matters in life.’

The much-awaited memoir 
of the controversy-mired en-
trepreneur and Shark Tank 
India investor Ashneer Gro-
ver. A young boy with a ‘refu-
gee’ tag growing up in Delhi’s 

Malviya Nagar outpaces his 
circumstances by becoming a 
rank-holder at the pinnacle of 
academic excellence in India—
IIT Delhi. He goes on to do an 
MBA from the hallowed halls 
of IIM Ahmedabad, builds 
a career as an investment 
banker at Kotak Investment 
Banking and AmEx, and is 

pivotal in the making of two 
unicorns— Grofers, as CFO, 
and BharatPe, as co-founder. 
As a judge on the popular TV 
show Shark Tank India, Ash-
neer becomes a household 
name even as his life turns up-
side down. Controversy, me-
dia spotlight, garrulous social 
media chatter descend, mak-
ing it difficult to distinguish 
fact from fiction. This is the 
unfettered story of Ashneer 
Grover—the favourite and 
misunderstood poster boy 
of Start-up India. Raw, gut-
wrenching in its honesty, and 
completely from the heart, this 
is storytelling at its finest.

Indian businessman Ash-
neer Grover is the co-founder 
and former MD of the Indian 
fintech unicorn BharatPe, val-
ued at US$ 2.85 billion. Ash-
neer was also the most famous 
and popular Shark (investor) 
on the first season of the real-
ity TV show Shark Tank India. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

‘DOGLAPAN’ REVEALS THE HARD 
TRUTH ABOUT LIFE AND START-UPS
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For  the  lovers  of  Alexander 
Raskin’s When Daddy Was a Little 
Boy and Sudha Murty’s Grandma›s Bag 
of Stories and How I Taught My Grand-
mother to Read, When Mommy Was a 
Little Girl (Ponytale Books) is one-of-a-
kind anthology that brings fifteen mom-
mies from the lush plains of Assam to 
tiny villages in Garhwal and Karnataka; 
from the hill-stations of Shimla and Deh-
radun to the coal-centre of Dhanbad and 
the steel city of Jamshedpur and that of 
the arid plains of Kutch in Gujarat to tell 
you the stories of how they were as little 
girls. The book is thus sprinkled with 
local words for some generic terms in 
Assamese, Bengali, Kannada, Konkani, 
Marathi, Sindhi, Garhwali, Koda-thakk, 
Punjabi, and Hindi.

An anthology that brings well known 
children’s writers like Richa Jha, Mitra 
Phukan, Cheryl Rao, Nandini Nayar, 
Arthy Muthanna Singh, Mamta Nainy 
and Shyamala Shanmugasundaram with 
first time writers like Rohini Vij, Rati 
Girish, Vidya Nesarikar, Lipika B Uni-
yal, Debjani Mukherjee, Varsha Pillai, 

Madhumita Mandal and Ratna Manu-
cha to share a page of their life as a little 
girl that left an indelible mark on their 
memories. Edited by Pranav Kumar 

Singh and illustrated delectably by Abh-
ilasha Khatri, When Mommy was a Little 
Girl just released this week.

Have you imagined your Mommy as 
a little girl? Have you ever wondered 
what your mother was like when she 
was a little girl?

Was she well-behaved or mischie-
vous? 

Was she studious or did she remain 
lost in her dreams? Did she stay in-
doors or did she love sneaking out? 
Did she climb trees?  Did she drape her 
mother’s saree? Did she dance in front 
of the mirror?

Fifteen Mommies from Assam to vil-
lages in Garhwal and Karnataka, the hill-
stations of Shimla and Dehradun to small 
towns and big cities across India, tell you 
the stories of what they did when they 
were little girls. These stories bring to life 
the childhood of these Mommies – of the 
fun they had and the pranks they played, 
their love-hate relationship with their 
siblings, and how they troubled their 
parents and much more. When Mommy 
Was a Little Girl will help you discover 
what your Mommy was like when she 
was a ‘Little Girl!’

HarperCollins India has recently released the 
English edition of the book Mindf**ked: When 
It’s 4 a.m. and You Can’t Stop Overthinking after 
the successful release of the Hinglish book. The 
book is a handy and practical guide to calm your 
mind, and lead a peaceful and happy life.

It’s 4 a.m. but you’re tossing and turning, un-
able to sleep because your mind refuses to stop 
working. Be it something about yourself, about 
someone else, about a place, an event, the past, 
the future - you can’t stop overthinking. It’s nor-
mal to think about these things sometimes in the 
course of the day. But constantly having nagging 
thoughts that refuse to leave your mind leads to 
a lot of problems and complications. It affects your mental health, 
spoils your mood, and can cause fights and issues in your personal 
and professional life.

In his book, Mindf**ked: When It’s 4 a.m. and You Can’t Stop 

Overthinking, Anubhav Agrawal, author of the 
national bestseller Why Not Me?: A Feeling of 
Millions, provides easy-to-follow solutions and 
tips to help overcome the problem of overthink-
ing. Read this book to find out how you can calm 
your mind and lead a peaceful and happy life.

Readers have loved and praised the Hinglish 
edition.

 ‘The best book to deal with day-to-day prob-
lems.’

“Amazing, very relatable. A must-have book 
in your bookshelf!”

“One of the best books for overthinkers...”
Anubhav Agrawal is an author and a social 

media influencer. He completed a Master of 
Business Administration degree before em-

barking on a journey as a writer. He›s the founder of a famous 
poetry community, Iwritewhatyoufeel®. He has more than 5 mil-
lion followers across all social media platforms, which makes him 
one of the most-followed Indian authors.

The Kalinga Literary Festival has an-
nounced to bestow Nepal Yashaswi Book 
Awards on 15 writers in 15 different cat-
egories from 2023.

 From next year, the organisation will 
award this title to two writers from India 
and Nepal with a cash prize of Nepalese 
Rupees (NPR) 50,000.

“From the next edition, Kathmandu-
Kalinga Literary Festival will introduce 
Nepal Yashaswi Book Awards to 15 writ-
ers in 15 categories. The awards are given 
in various categories, including fiction 
and non-fiction books, poetry, books in 
translation, business and strategic affairs, 
environmental, biographical and auto-
biographical, children, sports, lifestyle, 
and emerging trend books,” the official 

release by the organisers of the festival 
stated.

Over 400 writers, artists, performers, 
and musicians will join the annual festi-
val announced for the three days of Sep-

tember 2023. 
Under the festival, the authors will be 

taking part in a host of conversations, 
workshops, debates, panel discussions, 
straight talks, and more. 
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BOOKS TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS WEEK 
Get Epic Shit Done 
Author: Ankur Warikoo
Publisher:  Juggernaut
Price: Rs 359
Do Epic Shit made you think. Get Epic Shit Done will 
make you act.
When he was a college student, Ankur bought a book 
containing answers to the last 10 years’ question pa-
pers. That book helped him prepare for the forthcom-
ing exams. In his second book, he attempts to create the 
same book for life. Written as a conversation between a 
student and a teacher, Get Epic Shit Done answers 36 
life questions that you face almost everyday, questions 
that you need answers to.
Get Epic Shit Done isn’t just a book that will inspire 
you – it will visibly improve the way you live. Ankur 
Warikoo is an internet entrepreneur based out of India 
and is one of the country’s top content creators. His 
first book, Do Epic Shit went on to become a bestseller. 
Besides creating content for his 7M+ audience across 
social media,Ankur conducts online courses as an ed-
ucator through his current start-up, WebVeda. In his 
spare time, Ankur loves to mentor entrepreneurs and 
is also an active angel investor. Previously, he founded 
nearbuy.com and was its CEO until 2019. 

Kitne Ghazi Aaye, Kitne Ghazi Gaye: My Life: My 
Life Story
Author: Lt Gen KJS Tiny Dhillon (Retd)
Publisher: Penguin Veer
Price: Rs 619
He has extensively served in Jammu & Kashmir 
(J&K) and the North-East of India. He has the dis-
tinction of commanding the elite Chinar Corps (15 
Corps). And, his last assignment before superan-
nuation was the Director-General Defence Intel-
ligence Agency and Deputy Chief of Integrated De-
fence Staff (Intelligence) under the Chief of Defence 
Staff (CDS), Lieutenant General KJS ‘Tiny’ Dhillon 
(Retd) opens a window to his life in this book. 
From the fascinating tales and the toughest challenges 
he has encountered in his career, including those from 
his multiple tenures in J&K since 1988 to the respon-
sibility of maintaining a balance between counter-
infiltration and counter-terrorist operations on one 
hand and the use of military soft power on the other 
in Kashmir, in this book Dhillon unfolds his journeys 
from a young boy to the Commander of Chinar Corps. 
The book takes us behind the scenes to bring out the 
nuances of various intriguing developments at a criti-
cal juncture in the history of the erstwhile State of J&K.

Vahana: Vehicles of the Gods
Author: Stuti Gupta 
Publisher: Srishti Publishers 
Price: Rs 206 
The book is a collection of fifteen stories - some telling us 
how gods got their vahana - or vehicles; others narrating 
their fun and adventures together. These are some inter-
esting and hilarious stories about Shiva, Vishnu, Brahma, 
Lakshmi, Durga, Ganesha, Kartikeya, Indra, among oth-
ers, and their adorable vahanas. Have you ever wondered 
why Shiv ji’s mount - Nandi, the bull - sits opposite him 
in all the temples? He never lets Mahadev out of his sight.
Goddess Lakshmi is organizing a race for all the birds and 
animals in the forest. Wonder why? Because she wants 
to choose her vahana, her mount. Even Indra, the king of 
gods, is tired of walking around. He is requesting Brahma 
ji for a majestic mount. Will he get one?
Vahana: Mounts of the Gods will answer all these ques-
tions. You can read cute stories associated with gods and 
how they got their beloved vahanas.
Stuti Gupta enjoys writing stories for children and pass-
ing on the magic of tales to bright, young minds. She has 
three books to her credit, all collections of interesting sto-
ries. Magical Mythology is a well-researched, illustrated 
and very interesting take on mythological tales. 

The Birth Lottery and Other Surprisesl
Author: Shehan Karunatilaka 
Publisher: Hachette India 
Price: Rs 454
‘It’s a simple car bomb, and it’s rigged to a busload of 
schoolgirls. No one knows it is there except for me.’
Unpleasant truths await a Sri Lankan president in the 
back of a London cab. An advertising agency has to 
come to terms with a blown-up collection of pictures 
of its employees’ penises. A man presumed missing, 
quietly journals by the sea. A being dispassionately re-
calls the numerous births it had taken and absurd fates 
it had to endure. An Englishman, a Dutchman and a 
Portuguese man walk into a Ceylon bar with grand 
narcotic designs. A masterful blend of dry wit, mor-
bid charm and earnest observations, Booker-winning 
author Shehan Karunatilaka’s The Birth Lottery and 
Other Surprises is a collection of fantastic short stories 
that serves up fantasies for both doomsday and eve-
ryday, marking the return of one of South Asia’s most 
compelling storytellers. Each of Karunatilaka’s previ-
ous bestselling books has been critically acclaimed and 
received multiple prizes and nominations for the most 
prestigious awards, both internationally and within 
India.
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COMPETITIVE BIDDING

ICC ANNOUNCES HOSTS OF 
U19 EVENTS UNTIL 2027

The Internat ional 
Cricket Council (ICC) 
Board has approved 

Sri Lanka, Malaysia and 
Thailand, Zimbabwe and 
Namibia and Bangladesh and 
Nepal as the host countries 
of the ICC U19 events from 
2024-2027.

The ICC U19 Men’s Cricket 
World Cup 2024 will be host-
ed by Sri Lanka whilst the 
2026 edition will be staged 
in Zimbabwe and Namibia. 
The ICC U19 Women’s T20 
World Cup 2025 will be held 
in Malaysia and Thailand, 
and the 2027 U19 Women’s 
event will be jointly hosted 
by Bangladesh and Nepal as 
announced by ICC. The hosts 
were selected via a competi-
tive bidding process overseen 
by a Board sub-committee 
chaired by Martin Snedden. 
The ICC Board accepted the 
recommendations of the 
committee who conducted a 
thorough review of each bid 
along with ICC management.

The qualification pathway 
for the 10-team ICC Women’s 

T20 World Cup 2024 was 
approved. Eight teams will 
qualify for the event auto-
matically comprising the 
top three teams from 
each group from 
the ICC Wom-
en’s T20 World 
Cup 2023, the 
host Bangla-
desh (if not in 
the top three of 
Group 1) and the 
next highest ranked 
teams on the MRF 
Tyres ICC T20I Rank-
ings on 27 February 2023. 
The remaining two teams 
will be identified through the 
10-team ICC Women’s T20 
World Cup Global Qualifier.

The qualification pathway 
for the 14-team ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup 2027 was 
also decided with ten teams 
gaining automatic qualifica-
tion. The ten will comprise 
South Africa and Zimbabwe 
as Full Member hosts and the 
next eight highest-ranked 
teams on the ICC MRF Tyres 
ODI Rankings on a date to be 
confirmed. The remaining 
four teams will qualify via 
the ICC CWC Global Quali-

fier.
The Board received an up-

date from 

the Af-
ghanistan 
Working 
Group 
detailing 
a recent 
meet-
ing with 
a repre-
sentative 
of the Af-
ghanistan 
govern-
ment and 
t h e  A f -
ghanistan 
Cricket 
Board in 

Doha. The government of-
ficial reiterated their com-
mitment to fully respect and 
comply with the ICC consti-
tution, in particular the need 
for diversity and inclusivity 

and for the ACB to operate 
independently from gov-
ernment interference.

Afghanistan Working 
Group Chair Imran Kh-
waja said: “The meeting 

was positive and respect-
ful and the government 

representative was clear in 
his support for the ICC con-
stitution including in prin-
ciple for women’s cricket in 
Afghanistan. There are ob-
viously challenges for it to 
resume but we will continue 
to work with the ACB to take 
this forward. “The Working 
Group will closely monitor 
the commitment undertaken 
by the Afghanistan govern-
ment and will continue to re-
port back to the ICC Board.”

BCCI Honorary Secretary 
Jay Shah will become Chair 
of the Finance and Com-
mercial Affairs Committee 
replacing Cricket Ireland’s 
Ross McCollum who has 
stepped down from the role. 
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ATP FINALS

The 2022 Nitto ATP Finals 
will begin on Sunday after 
the pre-tournament extrav-
aganza concluded in Turin. 
The Pala Alpitour will be 
ablaze with group-stage ac-
tion, with Rafael Nadal, the 
top seed, scheduled to play 
Taylor Fritz, a tournament 
debutant, to wrap out the 
first day.

In the second half of the 
season, Nadal lost his ATP 
Tour rhythm for good and 
bad reasons. Aside from 
missing time to recover 
from two abdominal tears, 
he sustained at Wimble-
don and right before the 
US Open, he welcomed 
the birth of his first child 
in October. He said that he 
would arrive in Turin early 
in an effort to regain the top 
form that saw him open the 
season with a personal-best 
20 straight victories after 
an early departure at the 
Rolex Paris Masters. The 
Spaniard was among the 

first to start practising in 
Northern Italy, in fact.

“I’m happy because I’ve 
been able to train and I’m 
excited to play well. If I 
didn’t think I had a chance 
to fight for what I came for, 
I wouldn’t be here. I think I 
have a chance,” Nadal told 
ATPTour.com in Turin.

He has come to compete 
for the elusive major cham-
pionship of his illustrious 
career. The Nitto ATP Fi-
nals runner-up from 2010 
and 2013 might win the 
championship in his 11th 
appearance at the competi-
tion, giving him the year-
end No 1 ATP Ranking for 

the sixth year.
Taylor Fritz, with whom 

he split two big matches 
this season, is Nadal’s first 
opponent. In his native 
Southern California, Fritz 
prevailed in their first 
meeting in 2022, using his 
strong serve and forehand 
to win the Indian Wells 

championship with a 6-3, 
7-6(5) triumph. Nadal bat-
tled through the Wimble-
don quarterfinals, winning 
3-6, 7-5, 3-6, 7-5, 7-6(10-4) 
despite later having to with-
draw due to an abdominal 
problem. “Playing Rafa is 
a big deal. The match we 
had at Wimbledon was 
very close. Between the 
two matches we’ve played, 
there were very high highs 
[after Indian Wells] and 
very low lows [following 
Wimbledon]. I’m excited 
to be opening with him on 
Sunday night,” Fritz said.

After Roland Garros 
doubles winners Jean-
Julien Rojer and Marcelo 
Arevalo open play against 
Harri Heliovaara and 
Lloyd Glasspool, Casper 
Ruud faces the hot-shot 
Felix Auger-Aliassime in 
the afternoon. Joe Salis-
bury and Rajeev Ram, the 
doubles champions from 
the previous year, will 
compete against Marcel 
Granollers and Horacio  
Zeballos. 

Nadal faces American Taylor Fritz 
in 1st round, eyes maiden title

Rafael Nadal

CRUCIAL ROLE

ICC T20 World Cup winner 
and former Indian crick-
eter Robin Uthappa has 
revealed the next batch of 
players he believes should 
be given the opportunity to 
cement their place in India’s 
T20 team.

With the senior player 
like captain Rohit Sharma, 
Virat Kohli, Ravichan-
dran Ashwin and Dinesh 
Karthik closer to the end of 
their careers than the start, 
Uthappa believes the time is 
right for young Indian play-
ers to be given a chance to 
shine and show their tal-
ent. Uthappa, who played a 
crucial role in guiding India 
to their maiden T20 World 
Cup title in 2007, said a host 
of batters with minimal 
international experience 
should be given a further 
opportunity to earn a spot 
in the playing XI ahead of 
the 2024 T20 World Cup 
in the West Indies and the 
USA.

“There’s certainly room 
for youngsters now,” 
Uthappa wrote in his col-
umn for ICC Media Zone 
as quoted by ICC.

“There are a few gaps to 
fill in T20 cricket as far as 
finishers are concerned and 
they may have to look to the 
future in that sense,” he fur-
ther added.

Uthappa pointed out 
Sanju Samson and Ra-
hul Tripathi as players he 
would like to see be given 
more opportunities, with 
the duo among the highest 
runs in the most recent ses-
sion of the India Premier 
League (IPL). “I’d love to see 
Sanju Samson and Rahul 
Tripathi on this side. They 
are both very exciting, very 
good young players. On the 

bowling side, I’d like to see 
Umran Malik and Deepak 
Hooda get an opportunity. 
That said I don’t think there 
will be too many changes 
in personnel for the 2023 
Cricket World Cup on home 
soil,” Uthappa said.

The former Indian crick-
eter made no justifications 
for India’s poor perfor-
mance in the semi-final of 
the T20 WC against Eng-
land, stating Team India 
was simply outplayed on 
the day as they fell to a 
thumping 10-wicket loss 
in Adelaide in the semis.  
“A lot of people talk about 

a mental block with India 
and these ICC events, but 
I don’t buy it. Most of them 
play IPL which is one of 
the best tournaments in 
the world. They are used to 
high-pressure situations, 
they aren’t novices. On 
these big matchday, India 
just haven’t turned up like 
they turn up in bilateral 
series or individually in 
the IPL. You can delve deep 
into it but I don’t think it 
will account for much. 
England just played much 
better cricket than India 
and handled the pressure,”  
Uthappa said. 

There’s certainly room for 
youngsters now: Robin Uthappa
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Bangladesh Women on 
Saturday have added 
four uncapped players 
- Rabeya Khatun, Disha 
Biswas, Dilara Akhter 
and Marufa Akter - in 
their 17-player squad 
against New Zealand for 
three T20Is and as many 
ODIs.

Biswas is a pacer, Ra-
beya is a legspin all-
rounder, Dilara is a 
wicketkeeper-batter, 
and Marufa Akter is a 
seamer. Rabeya, Biswas, 
and Dilara were part of 
the Under-19 team that 
recently defeated Ma-
laysia at home. Against 
them, Disha claimed 
eight wickets while Ra-
beya claimed six. In four 
innings, Dilara scored 
157 runs, including two 
half-centuries.

Shohely Akhter, Sob-

hana Mostary, and Sha-
mima Sultana were not 
included in the team. In 
three Asia Cup games, 
wicketkeeper-batter 

Shamima managed just 
50 runs. Additionally, 
Mostary has recently 
struggled, scoring just 27 
runs in her last six T20I 

innings. At the Asia Cup, 
Shohely took two wick-
ets in one inning.

The f irst  match of 
the T20I series will be 

played on 2 December 
while the second and 
third will take place on 4 
and 7 respectively. Then 
the team will move for-
ward for the ODI series. 
The opening ODIs will 
take place on Decem-
ber 11 while the second 
and last will be held on 
14 and 17 respectively. 
The ODI series will be 
Bangladesh’s first as-
signment in the current 
cycle of the ICC Women’s 
Championship.

Squad: Nigar Sultana 
(capt & wk), Sharmin 
Akter, Fargana Hoque, 
Rumana Ahmed, Ritu 
Moni,  Lata Mondol, 
Salma Khatun, Nahida 
Akter, Murshida Kha-
tun, Jahanara Alam, 
Fahima Khatun, Sanjida 
Akther, Fariha Islam, 
Marufa Akter, Rabeya 
Khatun, Dilara Akter 
and Disha Biswas.

Bangladesh Women’s cricket team

BANGLADESH ANNOUNCE 17-PLAYER SQUAD FOR NZ TOUR
IPL 2023

UPCOMING ODI SERIES

Maxwell out for extended period 
after breaking his leg in accident

Australia all-rounder 
Glenn Maxwell has been 
ruled out of cricket for 
an extended period after 
suffering a broken leg 
in “a freak accident” at 
a birthday party in Mel-
bourne on Saturday.

The all-rounder has 
been ruled out of the 
upcoming ODI series 
against England begin-
ning this week and will 
undergo a lengthy reha-
bilitation after fracturing 
his left fibula on Saturday.  
He slipped while run-
ning in a backyard with 
a friend and his leg be-
came trapped. The in-
jury means Maxwell 
won’t have the chance 
to make a rare Sheffield 
Shield appearance in ear-
ly December or feature 
for Australia A against 
South Africa.

“Glenn is in good spir-
its It was an unfortunate 
accident and we feel for 
Glenn in the circum-
stances given he was in 

great touch in his last 
few games,” Australia’s 
selection chief George 
Bailey said in an official 
statement on Sunday.

“Glenn is a critical part 
of our white ball struc-
ture and we will continue 
to support him through 
his recovery and reha-
bilitation,” he added.

Sean Abbott has been 
named as the replace-
ment for Maxwell in the 

squad for the ODI series.
Earlier Jonny Bairstow 

of England was side-
lined for the rest of the 
year earlier after slip-
ping while playing golf 
and breaking his ankle 
severely. Josh Inglis, 
the wicketkeeper for 
Australia, was injured 
severely while playing 
golf the day before the 
T20 World Cup and was  
forced to skip it. 
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For the upcoming Tata IPL 
2023, Gujarat Titans trans-
ferred fast bowler Lockie 
Ferguson to Kolkata Knight 
Riders on Sunday as an-
nounced by the Indian Pre-
mier League. The New Zea-
land pacer took 12 wickets 
in 13 games for the Gujarat 
Titans, including a 4-wicket 
haul. Afghan wicketkeeper-
batsman, Rahmanullah 
Gurbaz, was also moved by 
Gujarat Titans to KKR.

He was a substitute for 
England batter Jason Roy in 
the Gujarat Titans lineup for 
the 2022 Tata IPL, however, 
he did not participate in any 
games in the prior campaign.

He was in great form dur-
ing Afghanistan’s campaign 
in the 2022 Asia Cup and put 
in great performances for his 
team.

The Indian Premier 

League (IPL) franchise Kol-
kata Knight Riders (KKR) 
announced James Foster as 
Assistant Coach while for-
mer Netherlands cricketer 
Ryan ten Doeschate will be 
making his return to the 
side as the fielding coach. 
The two-time IPL champi-
ons took to Twitter to make 
the announcement.

Foster, who previously 
served as fielding coach for 
the side, will now be taking 

the role of assistant coach. 
He will be taking over the 
reins from the former Indian 
all-rounder Abhishek Nayar.

Foster is a former wick-
etkeeper-batter, who rep-
resented England in seven 
Tests, 11 ODIs and five T20Is.

“Announcement James 
Foster has been elevated 
to the position of Assistant 
Coach See you soon again, @
JamesFoster07! #AmiKKR,” 
tweeted KKR.

LOCKIE FERGUSON, RAHMANULLAH GURBAZ 
TRANSFERRED FROM GUJARAT TITANS TO KKR

Team India

Australia all-rounder Glenn Maxwell 

Lockie Ferguson and Rahmanullah Gurbaz 
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Top performances from 
Sam Curran and Ben 
Stokes powered England 
to their second ICC T20 
World Cup title after 2010, 
as they defeated Pakistan 
by five wickets in a grip-
ping low-scoring final at 
the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) on Sunday.

England delivered a fan-
tastic performance with 
the ball, reducing Paki-
stan to 137/8. Sam Cur-
ran (3/12) lead the English 
batting attack. Chasing 
138, England was reduced 
to 45/3 before powerplay, 
but Stokes (52*) delivered 
in a big match once again 
to take his side to a victory. 
Chasing 138, England lost 
opener Alex Hales in the 
first over itself for just one 
run after Shaheen Afridi 
sent a delivery crashing 
through his gates. Eng-
land was 7/1 in one over.

Phil Salt joined skipper 
Jos Buttler. The duo at-
tacked young pacer Nas-
eem Shah, smashing him 
for three fours, with the 
captain hitting two.

Just when it seemed that 
the duo was building a 
partnership, Haris Rauf 
intervened to send back 
Salt for just 10 off nine 
balls. England was 32/2 in 
3.3 overs.

All-rounder Ben Stokes 
came to bat next. Rauf got 

his second wicket of the 
match as he dismissed the 
skipper Buttler for 26 off 
17 balls. England was 45/3 
in 5.3 overs.

At the end of powerplay 
in six overs, England was 
49/3, with Harry Brook 
(4*) joining Stokes (1*). 
The duo helped England 
reach halfway through 
their innings without any 
damage.

At the end of 10 overs, 
England was at 77/3, with 
Brook (14*) and Stokes 
(17*).

Stokes-Brook were 

bringing England back 
into the game, one run 
at a time. But their stand 
was cut short at 39 runs 
by spinner Shadab Khan, 
who dismissed Brook for 
20 off 23 balls. Shaheen 
took a brilliant catch at 
long-off. England was 
84/4 in 12.3 overs.

Moeen Ali joined Stokes 
to carry on with the chase. 
At the end of 15 overs, Eng-
land was 97/4, with Stokes 
(28*) and Ali (3*).

England touched the 
100-run mark in 15.4 
overs. England needed 38 

in 26 balls. Stokes relieved 
some pressure by smash-
ing a four over covers and 
a six over long-off to bring 
down the equation to 28 
needed in 24 balls.

Moeen smashed pacer 
Mohammad Wasim for 
two boundaries in the 
first two balls of next over, 
bringing down the deficit 
to 20 runs in 22 balls. He 
also hit a boundary on the 
final ball, leaving England 
to chase 12 runs in the final 
three overs.

The 48-run stand be-
tween Ali and Stokes 

came to an end after Wa-
sim dislodged the former’s 
stumps. The left-hander’s 
short, but valuable cameo 
was over at 19 runs in 13 
balls. England needed 6 
in 10 balls and five of their 
batters were back in the 
hut for 132.

Stokes brought his first 
half-century in T20I crick-
et with a four in 47 balls. 
Scores were levelled.

Stokes brought the win-
ning runs, England fin-
ished the innings at 138/5 
in 19 overs, with Stokes 
unbeaten at 52* off 49 balls 
and Liam Livingstone at 1*.

Rauf (2/23) was the pick 
of the bowlers for Paki-
stan. Shaheen, Wasim and 
Shadab picked one each.

Earlier, Sam Curran, 
Chris Jordan and Adil 
Rashid delivered stunning 
spells to restrict Pakistan 

to 137/8 in the final of the 
ongoing ICC T20 World 
Cup at the iconic Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) on Sunday.

Sam Curran delivered 
stunning spell and bagged 
three while Chris Jordan 
and Adil Rashid took two 
wickets each respectively. 
Shan Masood scored the 
highest runs for Pakistan 
with 38 while skipper 
Babar Azam scored 32.

Put to bat first, open-
ers Babar Azam and Mo-
hammad Rizwan opened 
Pakistan’s tally in the 
first inning by bagging 
8 runs in the very first 
over of all-rounder Ben 
Stokes. Stokes delivered 
a no-ball on the very first 
delivery of the innings  
as the all-rounder swung 
it away and Rizwan cov-
ered for it as he defended 

to mid-off.
Azam and Rizwan got 

off to a cautious start. In 
the 5th over of the innings, 
Sam Curran gave his team 
a big breakthrough as he 
bowled out Rizwan for 15 
off 14. England bowlers 
delivered e will be the hap-
pier side after the power-
play - Pakistan kept to 39/1 
from six overs

M o h a m m a d  H a r i s 
then came out to bat and 
join hands with skipper 
Babar. Adil Rashid stuck 
in his very first over as he 
sent Haris packing after 
scoring 8 off 12. Then the 
left-handed batter Shan 
Masood came out to bat.

England bowlers kept 
Pakistan under control 
as they conceded just 68 
runs while bagging two 
wickets in 10 overs. In the 
11th over of the innings, 
Rashid stuck again as he 
dismissed well-set batter, 
Babar Azam, for 32 off 28 
and he delivered a maiden 
over.

Stokes was brought back 
into the attack and the 
bowler showed everyone 
what he is known for as 
he sent Iftikhar Ahmed 
packing for a 6-ball duck. 
At that point, Pakistan’s 
score read 85/4. Shadab 
Khan then came out to bat 
and the batter slammed a 
stunning six off of Rashid’s 
delivery in the 14th over.

After 15 overs of the 
play, Pakistan’s score read 

106 with a four-wicket 
loss. Shadab and Masood 
opened their hands and 
slammed Stokes for 13 
runs in the 16th over.

Sam Curran then gave 
Pakistan another blow as 
he departed well-set ag-
gressive batter Masood 
for 38 runs off 28 balls. 
In the 17th over Chris Jor-
dan then joined the party 
and dismissed Shadab for 
where Woakes takes the 
simplest of catches. Jor-
dan’s short ball got a good 
bounce off the surface and 
all Shadab could do it to hit 
the ball into the hands of 
Chris Woakes at mid-off. 
Shadab went back into 
the pavilion after scoring 
20 off 14 balls.

Curran again rattled 
Pakistan’s batting order as 
he dismissed Mohammad 
Nawaz, who scored just 5 
runs off 7 balls. A fuller 
ball from Curran made 
Nawaz to hit it over the 
deep mid-wicket fielder 
but failed to do so as the 
batter was caught by Liv-
ingstone. In the penulti-
mate over of the innings, 
Jordan dismissed Moham-
mad Wasim Jr for 4 off 8 
deliveries to help England 
restrict Pakistan to 137/8 in 
20 over match.

Brief score: Pakistan: 
137/8 (Shan Masood 38, 
Babar Azam 32; Sam Cur-
ran 3-12) vs England: 138/5 
(Ben Stokes 52*, Jos Buttler 
26, Haris Rauf 2/23). 
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BEN STOKES POWERS ENGLAND TO SECOND TITLE WIN, DEFEAT 
PAKISTAN BY 5 WICKETS IN FINAL  

England’s Ben Stokes celebrates after winning the final match of ICC Mens T20 World Cup 2022 against 
Pakistan, at Melbourne Cricket Ground, in Melbourne on Sunday.
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CRICKET FRATERNITY HAILS ENGLAND’S ICC T20 
WORLD CUP TRIUMPH

Cricketing greats from all 
over the world took to social 
media platforms to congrat-
ulate England on clinching 
the ICC T20 World Cup title 
on Sunday.

Top performances from 
Sam Curran and Ben Stokes 
powered England to their 
second ICC T20 World Cup 
title after 2010, as they de-
feated Pakistan by five wick-
ets in a gripping low-scoring 
final at the Melbourne Crick-
et Ground (MCG) on Sunday. 
Cricket legend Sachin Ten-
dulkar congratulated Eng-
land on winning the “closely 
fought final”.

“Congratulations Eng-
land on winning your 2nd 

@T20WorldCup. Fantastic 
achievement. It was a close-
ly fought final and would’ve 
been even more interesting 
had Afridi not been injured. 
What a roller coaster of a 
World Cup. #T20WorldCup-
Final,” tweeted Tendulkar.

Star Indian batter Virat 
Kohli also took to Instagram 
to congratulate England on 
their title win.

Indian all-rounder Hardik 
Pandya also took to Twitter 
to congratulate England on 
their second world title win. 
“Congratulations England 
Well played!,” tweeted Pan-
dya.

South African batting leg-
end AB de Villiers also con-
gratulated England, tweet-
ing, “Well done England! 

Undoubtedly the best team 
in the tourney.”

Sri Lankan batting great 
Sanath Jayasuriya also 
hailed England’s spectacular 
performance, saying, “Con-
gratulations to England for 
playing a strong entertaining 
brand of cricket. Well played 
Pakistan for never giving 
up! Cricket was the winner 
#T20WorldCupFinal.”

Some England players also 
took to social media to ex-
press their joy after the win.

“ O N  T O P  O F  T H E 
WORLD,” tweeted England 
Cricket.

Congratulating the “best 
white-ball team” in the 
world, former England 
skipper Michael Vaughan 
tweeted, “England are the 

best white ball team in the 
world. They have an in-
credible group of players, 
throughly deserve to now 
hold both white ball WCs 
.. In Ben Stokes they have a 
player who just knows how 
to win the big moments .. 
Great teams need Great in-
dividuals.. England have 
plenty.”

Former England 2019 50-
over World Cup-winning 
skipper Eoin Morgan also 
posted a story on Instagram 
about his team’s win.

England batter Jonny 
Bairstow, currently out of 
action with an injury, was 
also ecstatic about his side’s 
win, tweeting, “You beauties! 
There with you in spirit, de-
serve it boys!.”
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Rashid, Curran won us the 
game: Ben Stokes lauds bowlers
Following his side’s T20 
World Cup triumph the star 
of the match Ben Stokes said 
that the bowlers won the 
game for England as Adil 
Rashid and Sam Curran 
choked Pakistan’s batting 
lineup and held them back 
from setting a big target.

England delivered a fan-
tastic performance with 
the ball, reducing Pakistan 
to 137/8. Sam Curran (3/12) 
and Adil Rashid (2/22) were 
near unplayable for much of 
Pakistan’s innings, with the 
duo picking up five crucial 
wickets between them and 
conceding just one bound-
ary. Top performances from 
Sam Curran and Ben Stokes 
powered England to their sec-
ond ICC T20 World Cup title 
after 2010, defeating Pakistan 

by five wickets in a gripping 
low-scoring final at the MCG 
on Sunday.

“In finals especially when 
chasing.. you probably forget 
all the hard work before that, 
how we bowled, Adil Rashid 
and Sam Curran won us the 
game. It was a tricky wicket 
and one that you never felt in, 
so to restrict them to 130-odd 

bowlers have to take a lot of 
credit for that,” Ben Stokes 
said in a post-match presen-
tation.

Stokes used all his experi-
ence to smash 52 from 49 
balls just when his team need-
ed it most as England chased 
down Pakistan’s low-scoring 
total of 137/8 with six deliv-
eries remaining at the iconic 

Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG).

Talking about the defeat 
against Ireland in the early 
tournament, Stokes said that 
in events like this they can’t 
keep carrying the baggage 
and the loss against the Irish 
team was a “little blip.”

“With that (defeat to Ire-
land) being so early in the 
competition we obviously 
had to address it, say what 
had to be said and then let it 
go. In tournaments like these, 
you can’t carry baggage with 
you, that was a little blip on 
the way, credit to Ireland 
for turning up and beating 
us, but the best teams learn 
from their mistakes and do 
not let it affect them. Pretty 
good evening. Representing 
your country in World Cups 
is amazing.. but it has been a 
good one,” he further added.

England’s Adil Rashid celebrates a wicket during the final match of 
ICC Mens T20 World Cup 2022 against Pakistan, at MCG.

Sam Curran 

LOW-SCORING FINAL
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Sam Curran admits his IPL stints 
helped him deliver on big occasions
Following his side’s ICC 
T20 World Cup win, 
England all-rounder Sam 
Curran admitted that his 
stints in the Indian Pre-
mier League helped him 
evolve and deliver on big 
occasions in international 
cricket.

Top performances from 
Sam Curran and Ben 
Stokes powered England 
to their second ICC T20 
World Cup title after 2010, 
as they defeated Pakistan 
by five wickets in a grip-
ping low-scoring final at 
the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) on Sun-
day. “I loved my time there. 

Learnt a lot from these 
guys. It is fantastic learn-

ing from guys who have 
played in these tourna-

ments and big occasions. 
I am always trying to keep 
learning and improving. 
Who knows, hopefully, I 
will be back in IPL,” said 
Curran after the match.

Curran has represented 
Punjab Kings and most 
recently, Chennai Super 
Kings in the IPL, where 
he played under legend-
ary Indian cricketer MS 
Dhoni.

Curran said that the pitch 
offered some great pace 
and bounce and his team 
were happy with the total 
they restricted Pakistan to.

“It was a good pitch, chal-
lenged both and batters. 
We are happy with the 
win,” he added.

Year Winners Runners-up Final Venue

2007 India Pakistan Johannesburg

2009 Pakistan Sri Lanka London

2010 England Australia Bridgetown

2012 West Indies Sri Lanka Colombo

2014 Sri Lanka India Dhaka

2016 West Indies England Kolkata

2021 Australia New Zealand Dubai

2022 England Pakistan Melbourne

England’s Jos Buttler plays a shot during the final match of ICC 
Mens T20 World Cup 2022 against Pakistan, at MCG.
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Following his side’s T20 World 
Cup win after a five-wicket vic-
tory over Pakistan in the final, 
England captain Jos Buttler 
heaped praises on all-rounder 
Ben Stokes, saying that he is an 
“ultimate competitor in any-
thing he does.”

Top performances from Sam 
Curran and Ben Stokes pow-
ered England to their second 
ICC T20 World Cup title after 
2010, as they defeated Paki-
stan by five wickets in a grip-
ping low-scoring final at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) on Sunday. “It is (the 
icing on the cake). To win 
the T20 World Cup now, im-
mensely proud of everyone 
here. It has been a long jour-
ney and few changes but we 
are reaping the rewards of 
how we have played in the 

last few years. It’s been a fan-
tastic tournament. We went to 
Pakistan before coming here, 
which was a valuable time for 
the group and this felt a long 
way after the Ireland match 
but the character we showed 
from thereon in must-win 
games is amazing,” said But-
tler in a post-match presenta-

tion about the tournament and 
England’s tour to Pakistan be-
fore the tournament.

“He (Matthew Motts, white-
ball head coach) has fitted in 
really well. We have got a few 
Australians in the coaching 
staff with us in this tourna-
ment and he has led the coach-
ing staff really well, gives the 

players great freedom,” said 
Buttler about the coaching 
staff of the team.

About spinner Adil Rashid’s 
performance in the match, the 
skipper said, “Huge swing in 
the game, that was a fantastic 
over from Adil. He has been 
outstanding for us in the last 
three games, just the guy who 
makes things happen and his 
performance was outstanding. 
When you hit the right length 
there was a little bit of move-
ment and they were obviously 
bowling at a good pace, not 
easy at all.”

On Stokes’ match-winning 
knock, Buttler said, “And that 
man again, Ben Stokes is there 
at the end. He is the ultimate 
competitor in anything he 
does and has the experience 
to bank on as well. He timed 
it perfectly, the impetus that he 
and Moeen Ali had just took it 
away from Pakistan.”

STOKES IS AN ULTIMATE COMPETITOR IN ANYTHING 
HE DOES: ENGLAND SKIPPER BUTTLER


