
The much-talked-about 
meeting between US 
President Joe Biden 

and Chinese counterpart Xi 
Jinping held on the sidelines 

of the G20 summit here in In-
donesia on Monday. Both the 
leaders shook hands, greeted 
each other and sat down at 
their tables, flanked by offi-
cials on each side. They smiled 
for cameras and Xi -- through 
a translator -- appeared to say, 

“Good to see you.” 
China’s Xi and Biden have 

known each for more than a 
decade, but Monday saw them 
meet face-to-face for the first 
time in their current roles.

After the meeting, US Presi-
dent Joe Biden said that his 

Chinese counterpart Xi Jin-
ping is “willing to compro-
mise on certain key issues.”

Biden while talking about 
increased Chinese aggres-
siveness in the backdrop of 
US House Speakers Nancy 
Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan said 

that he did not interpret any 
“imminent attempt” by China 
to invade self-governing Tai-
wan after meeting Xi for more 
than three hours. 

“I do not think there is any 
imminent attempt by China 
to invade Taiwan. There 

need not be a new Cold War. 
Xi Jinping was direct and 
straightforward, he is willing 
to compromise on certain key 
issues,” said Biden. 

Biden, taking questions 
from reporters, said that he 

BIDEN, XI MEET FOR 3 HOURS, BOTH 
THINK NO NEED OF A NEW COLD WAR 

FINDINg A COMMON gROUND 

CHANgE IN MEDIA ‘NO pERSONAL COMMENTS’

pM MODI IN BALI, TO HOLD 
BILATERAL MEETINgS ON 
g20 SIDELINES 

Adani Group closer to 
take over NDTV, gets 
open offer nod

MAMATA ApOLOgISES 
FOR HER MINISTER’S 
COMMENTS ON pRESIDENT

  Biden says US and China will compete vigorously, but no space for conflict Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi arrived in Bali on Mon-
day for the G20 Summit and 
bilateral meetings on its side-
lines with key leaders attend-
ing this annual conference of 

the world›s major economies. 
“Halo Indonesia. Arrived in 
Bali to take part in the G20 
Summit. I look forward to 
having discussions with 
world leaders on global 
issues,” prime minister 
tweeted in the Indonesian 

Industrialist Gautam Ada-
ni’s conglomerate on Mon-
day received the regulatory 
nod to float an open offer for 
a further 26% stake in New 
Delhi Television Ltd. This 
makes a crucial milestone 
in a takeover battle between 
Adani and NDTV promot-
ers Prannoy Roy and Rad-
hika Roy. 

The SEBI, in a statement 
said, it has approved Adani 
Group’s open offer, allow-

ing Adani to buy more eq-
uity from the media firm’s 
minority shareholders. The 
conglomerate revised the 
offer’s roll out date to 22 
November. It will close on 5 
December. 

Adani’s initial plan was 
to launch its open offer last 
month, but was delayed as 
it awaited SEBI’s approval. 
The billionaire’s ports-to-
power conglomerate trig-
gered a takeover bid for 
the broadcaster after it ac-
quired an indirect 29.18% 
stake in August. 

With mounting pressure 
from the Opposition against 
one of her minister’s com-
ments against the President 
Draupadi Murmu, West 
Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee today con-
demned the remarks and 
apologised for the same. 
Mamata said her party’s 
culture is not to make per-
sonal comments. “The MLA 
has been cautioned over his 
comments and the party 

has also apologised”, the 
chief minister said. 
“We respect the President a 
lot. She is a very sweet lady, 
I apologise for the com-
ments,” Ms Banerjee said, 
adding that “Akhil (Giri) 
has done something wrong; 
I condemn the comments 
and I apologise.
“Beauty is not about how 
you look, it is about how you 
are from the inside,” she 
added.

Earlier, a minister from 
Mamata’s cabinet Akhil 

RUpEE 
DEpRECIATES  
48 pAISE vS $
MuMbai: The indian 
rupee rallied during early 
session on Monday and 
depreciated 48 paise 
to close at 81.26 versus 
the uS dollar, tracking 
the flat trend in indian 
markets. Forex traders 
said the sharp fall in the 
rupee after a promising 
start on Monday was due 
to a large part of india inc 
purchasing dollars. Dollar 
demand from corporates 
increased, with caution-
ary words on uS inflation 
from a Federal Reserve 
official keeping the 
greenback firm. Traders 
also said rising crude oil 
prices also weighed on 
investor sentiments. 

BSF JAWAN DIES 
AFTER BEINg HIT By 
HORSE IN Mp
GwalioR: a bSF Jawan 
died after being hit by a 
horse during prepara-
tion for an Equestrian 
Championship at border 
Security Force academy 
Tekanpur in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Gwalior district, 
a police official said on 
Monday. The Jawan who 
died was identified as GD 
Thorat Sudhir Pandhari 
Nath (33), a resident of 
Pune, Maharastra. He 
was posted in the horse 
wing of the academy. No-
tably, 41st all india Police 
Equestrian Champion-
ship is being organised 
at border Security Force 
academy Tekanpur in the 
district from 14 November 
to 26 November. Gwalior 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police (SSP) amit Sanghi 
said that during the prac-
tice of the championship 
on Sunday evening. 

top of the day

P5

P5

P5

P5

P5

TDG NeTwork
bali

TDG NewoTk
NEw DElHi

TDG NeTwork
KolKaTa

TDG NeTwork
NEw DElHi

COST CUTTINg 

NEWS ANALySIS

NEW HORIzON
IAS gANg RApE CASE

LOvE TURNS FATAL 

‘DECEITFUL AND UNACCEpTABLE’

AMAzON pLANS TO LAy OFF 
10,000 EMpLOyEES: REpORT

India thinks Biden-Xi meet unlikely to iron out differences

Unlimited flights between 
India and Canada soon

Absconding accused hotelier 
arrested in Haryana

BLOggER CHOpS LIvE-IN pARTNER INTO 35 pIECES, DUMpS THEM IN DELHI FOREST FOR 18 DAyS

FORCED CONvERSION IS 
DANgEROUS, AFFECTS 
NATIONAL SECURITy, SAyS SC 

The retail giant Amazon 
is planning to lay off thou-
sands of employees as the 
company is gearing up to 
implement a drastic cost-
cutting measures. According 
to a New York Times report, 
the last few quarters have 

not been profitable, hence, 
Amazon could  fire as many 
as 10,000 employees start-
ing as soon as this week, re-
ports New York Times.

If the total number of lay-
offs stays around 10,000, it 
would be the biggest layoff 
in the history of Amazon. It 
would represent less than 

India is of the view that the 
Biden-Xi meeting is unlikely 
to “iron out the differences 
between Washington and 
Beijing” over Taiwan. Like 

other countries, New Delhi 
was also keeping a close 
watch over this much-publi-
cised meeting between Biden 
and Jinping. 

Analysing what transpired 
between the two leaders in 
Bali, Indian diplomats told 

The Daily Guardian that New 
Delhi does not expect much 
from this interaction as far 
as diffusing tension over the 
Taiwan issue is concerned, as 
China’s Taiwan policy would 
continue to be as aggressive 
as it has been so far. 

“The meeting was nothing 
beyond the attempt to keep 
the communication chan-
nel open between Biden and 
Jinping, but that is of no use 
in terms of achieving objec-
tive to diffuse tension and 
mend ties between the two 

top world economies,” says 
a diplomat, adding, “The 
world might have expected 
that this meeting would help 
Biden and Xi find ways to 
work in proper coordination 
to improve bilateral ties, but 
nothing like that has actually 

happened.”   
The international commu-

nity is aware that the US and 
China have strained bilateral 
relations that worsened due 
to Beijing’s recent posturing 
over Taiwan, which included 

Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau on Monday 
announced an agreement 
with India that will allow an 
unlimited number of flights 
between the two countries. 
Trudeau, who took part in 
the Business 20 event here 

ahead of the G20 Summit, 
said faster and easier move-
ment of goods and people 
between the two countries 
will facilitate mutual trade 
and investment. “Today, we 
are announcing an agree-
ment between Canada and 
India, that will allow an un-
limited number of flights be-

Delhi Police Crime Branch 
has arrested the absconding 
hotelier, accused in alleged 
gang rape of a 21-year-old 
woman in the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, from 
Haryana’s Karnal. 

The Andaman and Nico-

bar Islands Police registered 
a case on 1 October on the 
complaint filed by a 21-year-
old woman alleging that she 
was sexually abused by se-
nior IAS officer and former 
chief secretary of the Union 
Territory Jitendra Narain 
and his associates Sandeep 
Singh alias Rinku, a hotel 
owner and Rishi, the then 

Labour Commissioner of 
Andaman. In this case, the 
then Chief Secretary Ji-
tender Narain has already 
been arrested by Andaman 
and Nicobar Police. Anda-
man and Nicobar police had 
announced a reward of Rs 
1 lakh on the arrest of hotel 
owner Sandeep Singh and 

In a sensational murder 
case unravelled by Delhi 
Police on Monday, a young 
man allegedly murdered 
his girlfriend – live-in part-
ner and chopped her body 
into 35 pieces and scattered 
it around different parts of 
Delhi. The accused has now 

been sent into five days po-
lice custody, where the po-
lice officials will ascertain 
the various aspects of crime.

The accused, Aaftab 
Ameen Poonawala, a call 
centre employee in Mum-
bai allegedly murdered 
his 26-year-old girlfriend, 
Shraddha Vikas Walkar in 
May this year and chopped 
her body into 35 pieces 

and stored in a refrigerator 
which he had brought after 
committing the crime.

According to Delhi Police, 
Aaftab had carefully sealed 
the chopped body parts of 
the victim in a plastic bag 
and stored it in the refrig-
erator, which he disposed of 
in small consignment for 18 
days in different parts of the 
Mehrauli jungle.

“The accused used to take 
the chopped body parts in 
a backpack and leave his 
house at around 2 AM ev-
ery alternate night and dis-
pose of them in the nearby 
jungles in Mehrauli. The ac-
cused in order to ensure that 
foul smell did not emanate 
from his house, used incense 
sticks. He also used sealed 
bags to store the body in the 

deep freezer of the 260-li-
tre refrigerator that he had 
brought from the nearby 
store in Mehrauli.” A police 
officer from Mehrauli told 
The Daily Guardian.

The Delhi Police has 
launched a massive search 
operation in the jungles of 
Mehrauli to retrieve the 
body parts which are be-

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day observed that forced re-
ligious conversion is a “very 
serious issue” and may affect 
the “security of the country” 
along with the freedom of 

conscience of citizens as far 
as religion is concerned. 

A bench of Justices M.R. 
Shah and Hima Kohli di-
rected the Centre to file an 
affidavit on a plea seeking 
stringent steps to control 

‘fraudulent and deceitful re-
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ON gLOBAL FORUM

Warm welcome

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed by the 
Indian community in Bali, Indonesia on Monday. ANi
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The Delhi High Court on Monday was 
informed by the city police that it had 
tracked down the ex-husband of a 
Ukrainian woman, who she accused of 
abducting her 3-year-old son and bring-
ing him to India. 

The man, an India national identified 
as Akhilesh Gupta, appeared before the 
court on Monday and the matter was 
listed for next hearing on Wednesday. 
The division bench of justices Sidharth 
Mridul and Amit Sharma was apprised 
that the accused ex-husband had been 
traced. 

As the court asked where was the 
child, the counsel for Akhilesh in-
formed that the child was down with 
fever and hence couldn’t be produced. 
The ex-husband also gave an under-
taking in court that he would bring the 
child on the next date of hearing in the 
matter. The court was also informed 
about the child’s name. 

Standing counsel for the central gov-
ernment, Ajay Digpaul, informed the 
court that the father and son arrived in 

India on March 28, this year. The moth-
er, who was connected to the proceed-
ings through video conferencing, asked 
enquired after the wellbeing of her son 
throough an interpreter. The court in-
formed her that the child was fine. 

The court adjourned the matter for 
Wednesday on the request of coun-
sel as the senior counsel for the pe-
titioner, the Ukrainian woman, was 
not available. The bench directed 
the father to remain present in court 
on the next hearing on Wednesday. 
The high court on 2 November issued 
notices to the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, Ministry of External Affairs and 
the Delhi police on a habeas corpus plea 
moved by a Ukrainian woman to locate 
her missing 3-year-old son. 

The woman claimed that the child 
was illegally brought to India by 
her ex-husband, who is his father, 
in March, amid the raging armed 
conflict between Ukraine and Rus-
sia. The HC bench directed Delhi 
Police to locate the man and his son. 
The bench also issued notice to the man, 
asking him to appear before the court at 

the earliest. 
The woman, who filed the habeus 

corpus plea through advocate Sravan 
Kumar, answered the court’s que-
ries through a translator virtually. 
The petitioner told the bench that she 
is a divorcee and the custody of her 
son was granted to her in 2021 by a 
Ukraine court. She claimed that her ex-
husband took their son away without 
informing her, by forging documents. 

“The first priority is to locate your son. 
We will hear you thereafter. We will 
ask further questions if needed, once 
your son is located,” the bench said. 
The woman, in her petition, also 
claimed that her ex-husband had 
been sighted in Assam and Bi-
har. He was living with his moth-
er  in Guwahati ,  she claimed. 
The bench told petitioner’s counsel, 
“When you have information that he is 
in Guwahati, why did you not move to 
Gauhati High Court? Now, Delhi Police 
will be hard-pressed to locate them in 
Assam. It is your own case that he was 
sighted in Assam or Bihar and you are 
moving to Delhi High Court.” 

TRACKED DOWN 

NO TOLERANCE TO TERROR BUSTING GANG CRACKDOWN 

Man, accused of kidnapping son by 
Ukrainian ex-wife, traced: Delhi Police to HC

‘No Money for Terror’ conference in 
Delhi this weekend, PM to inaugurate 

OVER 1,000 DUPED OF 
CRORES IN OLA SCOOTY 
SCAM, 20 HELD

ED FILES 
CHARGESHEET 
AGAINST 7 J-K-
BASED BIZMEN IN 
BANK FRAUD CASE 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is likely to inaugurate 
3rd Ministerial ‘No Money 
for Terror’ Conference 
scheduled to be held in the 
national capital between 
November 18-19 this week. 

 The sources, privy to the 
development, told TDG 
that the Prime Minister 
will inaugurate the two-day 
event aimed to further In-
dia’s efforts to build under-
standing and cooperation 
amongst nations in fight 
against terror financing. 

 Union Minister for Home 
Affairs Amit Shah will con-
clude the event and convey 
India’s determination in 
its fight against terrorism 
as well as its support sys-
tems for achieving success  
against it. 

The hosting of this confer-
ence shows the importance 
being given by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi-led 
Central government to the 
issue of international ter-
rorism as well as its zero 
tolerance policy against this 
menace and having discus-
sions on this issue in the 

international community. 
This Conference aims to 
progress the discussions 
on combating terrorist fi-
nancing held by the inter-
national community in the 
previous two Conferences in 
Paris (2018) and Melbourne 
(2019). It also intends to in-
clude discussions on tech-
nical, legal, regulatory and 
cooperation aspects of all 
facets of terrorism financing. 

It attempts to also set the 
pace for other high level 
official and political delib-
erations, focused on coun-
tering terrorist financing. 

Globally, countries have been 
affected by terrorism and 
militancy for several years. 
The pattern of violence dif-
fers in most theatres, but 
is largely engendered by a 
tumultuous geo-political 
environment, coupled with 
prolonged armed sectarian 
conflicts. 

Such conflicts often lead to 
poor governance, political in-
stability, economic depriva-
tion and large ungoverned 
spaces. The involvement of 
a complaint State often exac-
erbates terrorism, especially 
its financing.

Delhi cyber crime police busted 
a gang involved in online pan-
India Ola electric scooty scam 
with the arrest of its 20 mem-
bers from various parts of the 
country including Karnataka’s 
Bengaluru, Haryana’s Guru-
gram and Bihar’s Patna, Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police 
(Outer North) Devesh Mahla 
said on Monday. 

The DCP said that the gang 
duped online over 1,000 per-
sons of crores of rupees in the 
name of selling them electric 
scooty. The gang bust during 
a thorough investigation after 
registration of a first informa-
tion report (FIR) on 8 October 
of cheating in this regard un-
der section 420 of IPC on the 
basis of a complaint received 
by the cyber police station on 7 
October, he added.  About their 
modus operandi, the police 
said that two persons in Ben-
galuru designed a fake website 
of Ola scooter. The gang used 
to target those gullible persons 
who search about Ola scooter 
and want to know about it on 
the website, the police added. 

As soon as they upload their 
details on the website, both the 
Bengaluru men share their mo-
bile numbers and other details 
with their gang members in the 
other states, they added. 

Subsequently, the gang 
members from Bihar and 
Telangana call the victims and 
ask them to online transfer 
Rs. 499 in the name of book-
ing Ola scooter, they added. 
The gang members further ask 
each of the victims to transfer 
Rs. 60,000 to 70,000 in the 
name of insurance and trans-
portation charges of the scooty.  
In his complaint, the complain-

ant alleged that he tried to book 
Ola electric scooter via Ola 
app on September 26 as that 
is the only way to purchase it. 
However, he was not able to 
complete that process as was 
looking for a finance option.  
On the same day, he received 
a call from Ola electric scooter. 
The person described the of-
fline process to him. Next day, 
he received another call from 
same person and informed 
him about the booking process, 
the cost of which was Rs. 499. 
He paid that amount via PayU 
app, in return he send the com-
plainant a booking confirma-
tion slip and “started” the pro-
cess, the complainant stated.  
On the next day, he received 
one email about all finance op-
tions and as per his suggestion, 
the complainant decided to go 
with Ola money for finance. 
Then he generated a down 
payment link for him of Rs. 
30,000 which was received via 
PayU app on WhatsApp. As 
per finance plan, the complain-
ant agreed to pay Rs. 30,000 
as down payment and the rest 
amount in estimated monthly 
instalments (EMIs), he added. 
The complainant further stat-
ed that he got an email where 
the sanctioned amount was 
shown as Rs 72,000 and the 
rest was required to be paid by 
him. After getting the email, 
he talked to that person again, 
who suggested him to pay the 
rest amount. 

At this, the complainant 
agreed to pay the same and 
asked him to start the process. 
Subsequently, he called the 
complainant and told him that 
he would be dispatched the 
scooter on that day itself but 
asked him to pay the remain-
ing amount plus Rs 13,000 
delivery charges. 

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has filed a 
prosecution complaint or 
chargesheet against seven 
Jammu and Kashmir-based 
businessmen and entities 
in a money laundering case 
related to bank fraud involv-
ing Bank of India (BOI). 
T h o s e  n a m e d  i n  t h e 
chargesheet include three in-
dividuals and four entities. 

The individuals are Raj Ku-
mar Gupta, Radhika Maha-
jan and Rajat Mahajan; the 
entities are Jhelum Industries, 
Jhelum Infra Projects India 
Private Limited, I.D Sood Is-
pat Private Limited and New 
Jammu Flour Mills Private 
Limited. The chargesheet 
was filed under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), 2002, in a case related 
to bank fraud wherein the total 
Non-Performing Assets (NPA) 
declared by the Bank of India 
was Rs 91.50 crore, the ED said 
in a statement.  The Principal 
Sessions Judge Jammu took 
cognizance of the chargesheet 
on 7 November.  The ED initi-
ated a money laundering in-
vestigation on the basis of four 
FIRs registered by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI). 

“Investigation by ED revealed 
the commission of fraud, cheat-
ing, forgery, diversion and 
siphoning of funds and loans 
meant and allotted for business 
activity to company Jhelum In-
fra Projects Private Limited, I. 
D Sood Ispat Private Limited, 
New Jammu Flour Mills Pri-
vate Limited and Jhelum In-
dustries (Partnership Firm), 
all concerns related to or part 
of Raj Kumar Gupta Group,” 
the ED said in the statement.

EXCISE POLICY CASE

ED takes custody of AAP’s Vijay Nair 
The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) has taken into 
custody the Aam Aadmi 
Party’s communication 
in-charge Vijay Nair and 
businessman Abhishek 
Boinpally in connection 
with the alleged Delhi Ex-
cise Policy scam for ques-
tioning, sources said on 
Monday. 

The federal agency will 

produce both Nair and 
Boinpally before a special 
court seeking their remand 
custody. The ED has taken 
both the accused into cus-
tody from Tihar jail. After 
getting the custody of both 
accused, the ED will ques-
tion them in connection 
with its ongoing probe into 
Delhi Excise Policy 2021-22 
money laundering case. 

Nair was arrested on Sep-
tember 27 by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation for 

his alleged role in irregu-
larities pertaining to the 

Delhi government’s excise 
policy. An FIR was lodged 
after LG VK Saxena recom-
mended a CBI probe. 

The CBI has alleged that 
Nair was involved in meet-
ing the other co-accused 
and liquor manufactur-
ers as well as distribu-
tors at various hotels in 
Hyderabad, Mumbai and 
Delhi for arranging “ill-
gotten money through 

h a w a l a  o p e r a t o r s ” . 
The CBI investigation has 
also revealed that Boinpal-
ly was part of the meetings 
with the other accused 
persons in the case, includ-
ing liquor businessmen, in 
Delhi, Mumbai and Hyder-
abad. 

T h e  c e nt r a l  a ge n c y 
had told a court that 
Boinpally was part of 
the conspiracy to laun-

der money along with 
another accused, liquor 
businessman Sameer Ma-
hendru, who has already 
been arrested and is cur-
rently lodged in Tihar jail. 
Now, ED will question both 
Nair and Bonipally in the 
case. The agency’s action 
came days after it arrested 
two businessmen among 
Pharma company head 
Sharath Chandra Reddy.
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NITISH UNDER FIRE
Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar is already under 
fire from the opposition 
for allegedly failing to 
enforce the prohibition. 
However, poll strategist 
Prashant Kishor shared 
and brought to light the 
state’s revenue losses 
ranging from Rs 15,000 
crore to Rs 20,000 crore 
per year. In a major 
setback for the Nitish 
Kumar government, JD 
(U) parliamentary board 
chairman Upendra 
Kushwaha stated that 
the prohibition law had 
not been successful in 
the state. This came 
after Bihar CM had or-
dered strict implemen-
tation of the prohibition 
law by cracking down 
on liquor suppliers. 
Meanwhile National 
Lok Janshakti Party’s 
national spokesperson 
Shravan Kumar Agarwal 
made a statement that 
Upendra Kushwaha is 
in communication with 
the NDA.  On the other 
hand, BJP spokesperson 
Nikhil Anand has also 
tweeted and said that 
many people of JDU are 
in touch with BJP.

AHEAD OF BYPOLLS
The fight for assembly 
seats in Khatauli, Ram-
pur, and Mainpuri (Lok 
Sabha) on 5 December 
has begun in Uttar 
Pradesh. While the SP-
BJP has begun prepar-
ing for the by-elections. 
Congress and the BSP 
have picked a strategy 
to focus on the prepara-
tions for the municipal 
elections instead of 
fighting the by-polls. Af-
ter this, it has now been 
decided that the main 
contest in these elec-
tions will be between the 
SP and BJP. However, 
it will be interesting to 
see who will have an 
adverse effect and who 
will benefit from not 
contesting the elections. 
Meanwhile, Samajwadi 
Party President Akhilesh 
Yadav is under tremen-
dous pressure to retain 
the Mainpuri Lok Sabha 
seat, which has always 
been won by his party. 
More so, the SP supre-
mo was embarrassed 
when he could not pro-
tect his own Lok Sabha 
seat in a by-election held 
a few months ago. It was 
a great humiliation for 
Akhilesh Yadav and an-
other important leader 
of the party, Mohd. Azam 
Khan, when they could 
not protect their seats in 
Azamgarh and Rampur, 
respectively.

ALLIANCE TRIPURA
The CPI (M) and the 
Congress have hinted 
at a possible alliance 
to dethrone the ruling 
BJP-Indigenous Front of 
Tripura (IPFT) coalition, 
which has been in power 
in Tripura since 2018. 
Former chief minister 
Manik Sarkar said that 
all secular, democratic 
forces must join hands to 
beat the BJP. According 
to political observers, 
the CPI (M) and the Con-
gress have had a history 
of rivalry in recent years, 
which may act as a 
barrier to an alliance 
between them.

AFTAB AMIN GOOGLED BLOOD CLEANING 
METHOD, HUMAN ANATOMY AFTER MURDER 

SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE

Aftab Amin Poonawalla, 
the accused in the grue-
some Shraddha murder 

case, had googled method of blood 
cleaning and read about human 
anatomy after murdering his live-
in partner Shraddha, claimed 
Delhi Police on Monday. 

Delhi Police interrogation re-
vealed that Aftab killed Shraddha 
on 18 May and later started plan-
ning for disposal of the body. He 
told police that he had read about 
human anatomy so that it could 
help him in chopping off the body. 
Police said that they have seized 
the electronic gadzets of Aftab and 
it will be checked thoroughly. 

After verifying gadzets and 
Google search history, police 
can establish Aftab’s confession. 
Delhi Police solved a six-month-
old blind murder case, and ar-
rested a man for allegedly killing 
his 28-year-old live-in partner, 

chopping her body into 35 pieces 
and disposing of them at different 
places in and around the national 
capital.

The accused identified as Aftab 
Amin Poonawalla (28), a resident 
of Mumbai, was caught on Satur-
day on the basis of the deceased’s 
father’s complaint and has been 
sent to police remand for five days, 
the police said on Monday. 

Aftab and Shraddha met on 
a dating site and later moved 
in together at a rented accom-
modation in Chhatarpur. Delhi 
police received a complaint from 
Shraddha’father and registered 
an FIR on 10 November. 

Police said that Aftab, after 
searching on Google, cleaned 
blood stained from the floor with 
some chemicals and disposed 
stained clothes. He shifted the 
body in bathroom and bought a 
refrigerator from a nearby shop. 
Later, he chopped the body into 
small pieces and put them in the 

fridge. 
“The two quarrelled fre-

quently and it used to get out 

of control. In this particular 
instance that occurred on May 
18, the man lost his temper and 

strangled her,” said Chouhan. 
“The accused told us that he 
chopped her into pieces and dis-
posed of her parts in nearby areas 
in the jungle area of Chhatarpur 
Enclave. He has been arrested and 
investigation is going on,” added 
DCP Chouhan. 

Aftab allegedly chopped her 
body into 35 pieces, bought a re-
frigerator and kept them in it. He 
later started disposing of the body 
pieces at different locations in and 
around Delhi during night hours 
for the next 18 days, said sources. 

Sources further said, Af-
tab used to sleep every day in 
the same room where he had 
chopped the body after killing 
Shraddha. He used to see the 
face after keeping it in the fridge. 
Aftab had cleaned the fridge 
after disposing the body parts. 
Sources said Aftab had relations 
with many girls even before 
Shraddha. Before committing 
the crime, he also watched many 

crime movies and web series, 
including the American crime 
drama series Dexter. 

During the investigation, it was 
found that Aaftab and Shraddha 
had come to Delhi and started 
living in a rented apartment in 
Chhattarpur Pahadi area. The 
police during the course of the 
investigation, traced Aftab and 
nabbed him. 

Aftab, during questioning, con-
fessed to the crime and said that 
they fought often as Shraddha 
was pressurizing him for mar-
riage. 

“The accused has been arrested 
and a case under IPC sections 302 
(murder) and 201 (causing disap-
pearance of evidence of an offence 
committed) has been registered at 
Mehrauli police station,” officials 
said.  Police also recovered some 
bones from Aftab’s rented flat 
and officials said that the efforts 
to recover the remaining parts of 
the body were on. 

Aftab Amin Poonawalla with Delhi Police on Monday. 

Vijay Nair
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In a bid to reform the structure of the energy system in Uttar 
Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has directed officials 
to work on a mission mode to roll out the Center’s and State’s 
Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS), in which the 
state government has a 60 percent stake, at the earliest pos-
sible date.

The state government has instructed all the electricity sup-
ply companies (DISCOMs) to prepare an action plan in order 
to offer consumers an uninterrupted and secure power sup-
ply. In Uttar Pradesh, there are around 3 crore households 
with electricity connections. On behalf of the Chief Minister, 
it has been said that before the upcoming summer season, 
work should begin on developing a plan to create a sturdy 
energy structure to ensure continuous power supply to all of 
the state’s energy consumers.

Building new sub-stations, creating a seamless transmis-
sion and distribution system, and activating additional pow-
er-producing units should all be done on a war footing. To 
achieve this, the state government has directed authorities.

According to M. Devraj, Chairman, Uttar Pradesh Power 
Corporation, the tendering process has been completed in 
numerous districts across the state. The state’s power indus-
try will undergo a significant change as a result of this plan. 
The deadline for the complete implementation of the scheme 
is 2024–2025. The Uttar Pradesh government has allocated a 
budget of Rs 5,000 crore for this.

The Jharkhand High Court has directed the state government 
to define “hunger death” and to tell the “actual number of 
hunger deaths” in the state.

The HC passed the order on November 4 following a suo 
motu cognizance of three deaths in one family within six 
months in Bokaro in 2020. 

“We have seen the action taken report. However, two things 
are not clear. First is the mechanism of fixing the target, and 
the second is whether hunger death has been defined by the 
state under any statute or any circular or whatever, and if not, 
then how are the statements coming that there is no hunger 
death or what is the number of actual hunger deaths. We ex-
pect that such an affidavit will be filed in two weeks,” the HC 
order said.

Ranchi-based lawyer Sonal Tiwary, who filed an intervenor 
application in this PIL, said that he told the high court about 
34 such death cases.

“There were around 34 hunger deaths in the state of 
Jharkhand in the last 4-5 years. I have closely seen how the 
government failed to implement welfare schemes in rural 
areas. There are still cases where poor and marginalised are 
not getting ration, pensions for last 6-7 months,” Said Sonal 
Tiwary

Tiwary further said that following one of the cases, he filed 
an intervener application before Jharkhand High Court

“Thus, in one of the cases, I filed an intervener applica-
tion before the Jharkhand High Court in which I made a 
submission that whenever there are cases of hunger death, 
Government denies allegations saying that these deaths are 
because of malaria or health-related problems. I argued that 
it was very important for the state to define what constitutes 
Hunger death/Starvation. This order was recently passed by 
Jharkhand HC,” he added.

After the Jharkhand HC passed its order, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) launched a scathing attack on the ruling 
government led by Chief Minister Hemant Soren and accused 
the CM of always trying to hide the facts.

In wake of a spurt in 
dengue cases, the Sec-
ondary School Educa-

tion Department has issued 
an advisory to all schools, 
asking them to ensure that 
children wear full-sleeve 
shirts and full pants to cover 
hands and legs properly in 
a bid to prevent mosquito 
bites.

As per the notification is-
sued on Saturday, the ad-
ministration and school 
management team have 
been instructed to follow 
the advisory issued by the 
department. The depart-
ment has also been instruct-
ed to avoid keeping clut-
ter on the premises of the 
schools.

Notably, recently, many 
cases of dengue have been 
reported from across the 
state.

Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh 
has reported a rise in den-
gue cases, with six adults 

and seven children admit-
ted to dengue wards in a 
government hospital on 
Sunday.

“A total of 60-70 cases of 
fever are reported daily. 
Those found Dengue posi-
tive are kept in the Dengue 
ward. At present, there are 
six adults and seven chil-
dren in Dengue wards,” Dr. 
Shailesh Kumar Singh from 
Ursula government hospital 
told the press.

With dengue cases rising, 

the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has also cancelled the 
leaves of all doctors and 
paramedical staff.

Earlier on Sunday, sev-
eral parts of Uttar Pradesh’s 
Lakhimpur Kheri district re-
ported an increase in dengue 
cases with nine patients cur-
rently admitted to the dengue 
ward in the district hospital.

The mosquito-borne dis-
ease is spreading rapidly in 
the Lakhimpur Kheri dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh. The 

platelet count of the patients 
is decreasing rapidly, and 
hospitals are running at full 
capacity.

A team of health workers 
has been deployed. Along 
with medicines, essential 
food items are also being 
provided to the patients by 
the hospital.

Meanwhile, on Saturday, 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Adityanath held a 
high-level review meeting 
with the state health depart-
ment authorities on increas-
ing dengue cases and issued 
directives to set up dedicated 
dengue hospitals in every 
district with the availability 
of doctors and health work-
ers, facilities for investiga-
tions, and suitable arrange-
ments for treatment.

CM Yogi, during the meet-
ing, expressed concern over 
the increased side effects of 
dengue and other infectious 
diseases that have increased 
in the past few weeks and 
instructed health officials to 

improve screening and sur-
veillance.

He asked officials to take 
the help of ASHA workers 
and conduct door-to-door 
screening to identify people 
with symptoms and make 
arrangements for their treat-
ment.

CM Yogi also directed offi-
cials to ensure the availabil-
ity of beds, proper medical 
examinations, and timely 
treatment for patients.

He also directed officials 
to make regular state-wide 
cleaning and fogging efforts. 
He asked them to launch a 
comprehensive awareness 
campaign to make people 
aware of the causes, symp-
toms, prevention, etc. of 
dengue.

Back in October, the Center 
informed that it had decided 
to depute a high-level team to 
Uttar Pradesh in collabora-
tion with the state authorities 
to institute dengue manage-
ment measures in some dis-
tricts.

guidelines

dengue stings up again, govt 
issues advisory to schools
TDG NETWORK
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Patients being treated at hospitals for dengue.

development

direction

UP govt to invest 
Rs 5,000 cr to 
strengthen power 
infrastructure 

define hunger 
death:  Jharkhand 
high court to govt

in uttar pradesh

Will work on footprints of Netaji: SP chief after 
Dimple’s Mainpuri nomination

Samajwadi Party (SP) chief 
Akhilesh Yadav said on 
Monday that his party prom-
ises to work on the footprints 
of Mulayam Singh Yadav for 
the benefit of Mainpuri with 
the nomination of his wife 
Dimple Yadav for the As-
sembly by-election.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Sunday, SP 
chief Yadav said that even af-
ter his wife filed her nomina-
tion, it was a sad occasion for 
him as the party was going to 
participate in its first election 
after Mulayam Singh Yadav. 
“We have filed Dimple Ya-
dav’s nomination for the 
Mainpuri by-elections. This 
will happen after the demise 
of Netaji (Mulayam Singh 
Yadav), it’s still a sad occa-
sion for us,” he said, adding 
that it would be a true trib-
ute to Netaji if the people of 
Mainpuri vote for the Sama-
jwadi Party with a majority.

Dimple Yadav said, “Neta-
ji’s blessing has always been 
with us, and I hope that the 
people of Mainpuri will also 
bless the party.”

Dimple Yadav and party 
chief Akhilesh Yadav paid 
a floral tribute to the late pa-
tron of the party, Mulayam 
Singh Yadav, who passed 
away on 10 October while 

undergoing treatment at 
the Medanta Hospital, aged 
82, due to prolonged illness, 

at his memorial in Saifai, 
Etawah, ahead of Dimple’s 
nomination.

Dimple Yadav is the wife 
of SP chief Akhilesh Yadav, 
who is believed to carry the 

legacy of her father-in-law 
Mulayam Singh Yadav.

Mainpuri, considered a 
stronghold of the Samajwadi 
Party, fell vacant on October 
10 following the death of 
Samajwadi Party founder 
Mulayam Singh Yadav.

Prior to her filing the nomi-
nations, various party work-
ers and leaders visited the 
Safai residence of Akhilesh 
Yadav in Uttar Pradesh.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav, 
party veteran Ram Gopal, 
and other leaders, including 
Dharmendra Yadav and Tej 
Pratap Yadav, were present 
when Dimple Yadav filed 
her nomination, SP district 
president of Mainpuri, Alok 
Shakya said on Sunday. 
Sakya said the Yadav fam-
ily were first to arrive at the 
Mainpuri party office and 
thereafter reached the Col-
lectorate office for nomina-
tion.

The polling for the bypoll 
will take place on 5 Decem-
ber, and the votes will be 
counted on December 8, co-
inciding with the result dates 
of the Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh assembly elections.

The last date for filing 
nominations is 17 November, 
while the date of scrutiny for 
nominations is 18 November. 
The candidates will be able 
to withdraw their candidacy 
until 21 November.

top of the day

india, romania 
discuss 
bilateral ties
NEW DELHI: India and 
Romania on November 14 
held their fourth Foreign 
Office consultations in 
New Delhi. During the 
meeting, the officials of 
the two nations discussed 
bilateral ties, including 
political, economic, com-
mercial, consular, and 
cultural linkages. In the 
Foreign office consulta-
tions, India and Romania 
discussed regional and 
global issues, includ-
ing developments in 
the Indo-Pacific, Quad, 
India’s neighborhood and 
European Union. The 
officials of the two nations 
discussed cooperation in 
multilateral fora, includ-
ing the United Nations, 
UNSC reform, India’s 
G20 presidency and the 
war between Russia and 
Ukraine.

posoco is now 
grid controller 
of india limited
NEW DELHI: India’s 
National Grid Operator 

‘Power System Opera-
tion Corporation Limited 
(POSOCO)’ on Monday 
announced that POSOCO 
has changed its name to 

‘Grid Controller of India 
Limited’. The Ministry of 
Power informed in a press 
release that the change in 
the name has been made 
to reflect the critical role 
of Grid Operators in en-
suring integrity, reliability, 
economy, resilience and 
sustainable operation of 
the Indian Electricity Grid.

insurgency in 
northeast saw 
80% reduction 
in modi’s tenure:
home ministry
GUWAHATI: Northeast In-
dia region has witnessed 
an 80 per cent decline in 
insurgency-related inci-
dents since 2014 when the 
Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment came to power at 
the Centre. According to 
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA), around 6,000 
insurgents from different 
groups have surrendered 
in these years. In fact, 
years 2019 and 2020 wit-
nessed the lowest number 
of insurgency incidents 
and casualties of civilians 
and security forces during 
the last two decades.

J-k admin 
introduces 
scheme for 
promoting 
sheep farming
SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir administration 
has introduced inte-
grated sheep develop-
ment scheme (ISDS) for 
promoting the sheep 
farming sector, an official 
statement said here on 
Monday. Various reforms 
and initiatives like ISDS 
were introduced for mod-
ernization and promotion 
of the sheep farming 
sector and strengthening 
of commercial activities 
and output of the sec-
tor which provides the 
means of livelihood to 
about 12 lakh families 
in the UT, it added. ISDS 
is one of the schemes 
of Sheep Husbandry 
Department aimed at not 
only achieving break-
through in wool and mut-
ton production but also 
addressing the problems 
of unemployment across 
Jammu and Kashmir.
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MAINPURI: Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief 
Minister Brajesh Pathak said on Monday 
that the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
would give the ticket to one of its promi-
nent leaders for the upcoming Mainpuri 
bypolls. While reacting to the Samajwadi 
Party’s decision to put Akhilesh Yadav’s 
wife Dimple Yadav as a candidate in the 
upcoming Mainpuri bypolls, the Deputy 
CM said that the BJP will achieve victory in 
Mainpuri with a thumping majority. “BJP 

will give its green nod to its prominent 
leaders for the seat. Once decided, we 
will let everyone know the name of the 
candidate. This time once again BJP will 
win in Mainpuri and the lotus will bloom in 
this bypolls,” Pathak said while talking to 
the press. Talking about the encroachment 
on government properties, Brajesh Pathak 
said, “Our government has planned to 
take action against those who seized the 
government properties illegally.”

bJp to field prominent leader for mainpuri 
bypolls: up deputy cm 
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SP President Akhilesh Yadav being greeted by supporters as he along with his wife and party 
leader Dimple Yadav arrives to file her nomination papers for the Mainpuri Lok Sabha by-election, 
in Mainpuri on Monday.

in the courts
SC GRaNTS CENTRE TimE 
TO RESpOND TO plEaS 
 ChallENGiNG plaCES Of 
WORShip aCT
 NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Monday 
granted more time to the centre to respond 
to the batch of petitions challenging certain 
provisions of the Places of Worship (Special 
Provision) Act, 1991, that prohibit the filing of a 
lawsuit to reclaim a place of worship or seek a 
change in its character from what prevailed on 
15 August 1947.
A bench of Chief Justice of India DY Chand-
rachud and Justice JB Pardiwala asked the 
Center to file an affidavit by December 12 and 
posted the matter for the first week of January 
next year. The top court adjourned the matter 
after Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appear-
ing for the central government, sought more 
time to file an affidavit in the case as he needed 
to do deliberations with the highest level of 
government.
“I need to consult with the government before 
filing a detailed counter,” Mehta said.

SC aGREES TO hEaR plEa ON 
ElECTORal bONDS SChEmE 
amENDmENT
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Monday 
agreed to hear a fresh plea filed relating to the 
Center amending the electoral bonds scheme 
to allow their sale for 15 extra days during the 
“year of general elections to the legislative as-
sembly of States and Union territories with the 
legislature.” The plea was mentioned by senior 
advocate Anoop George Chaudhary before the 
apex court, who said the notification was wholly 
illegal. A bench of Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud and Justice JB Pardiwala said 
that it would list the matter for hearing.
The plea filed by Congress leader Jaya Thakur 
challenged the electoral bond scheme, which 
allows for anonymous funding of political par-
ties.
An electoral bond is an instrument in the nature 
of a promissory note or bearer bond that can be 
purchased by any individual, company, firm, or 
association of persons provided the person or 
body is a citizen of India or established in India. 

CJi’S haRD REmaRK, ‘DON’T 
maKE mOCKERy Of pil’
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Monday 
dismissed a PIL seeking direction to declare a 
national holiday on the birth anniversary of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose.
A bench of Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud 
and Justice JB Pardiwala rejected the plea, saying 
this is a matter for the Government of India to 
decide. “The best way to celebrate his contribution 
is by working hard, just like he worked hard for 
independence,” the CJI said to the lawyer.
Unhappy with the petition, CJI told the counsel of 
petitioner to understand the gravity of the jurisdic-
tion of the Supreme Court.
“You are making a mockery of the PIL jurisdiction. 
At least think about what the court can do. I am 
looking at the recent spate of such petitions. What 
decision will the Supreme Court make?Take the 
jurisdiction of the court seriously. You are also a 
lawyer,” CJI added. The PIL was filed by advocate 
KK Ramesh, seeking direction to declare January 
23, the birth anniversary of Subhash Chandra 
Bose, as a national holiday.

DElhi COuRT RESERvES ORDER 
ON DiNESh aRORa’S plEa 
NEW DELHI: The Rouse Avenue Court on Mon-
day reserved its ruling on a plea moved by busi-
nessman Dinesh Arora, an alleged aide of Deputy 
Chief Minister of Delhi Manish Sisodia, seeking 
to turn approver in the alleged excise policy case. 
The proceedings in this regard were conducted in 
camera, Dinesh Arora’s lawyer confirmed.
The Special Judge, MK Nagpal, after noting down 
the submissions made by both sides, reserved 
the order for November 16, 2022. According to 
the lawyer who appeared in the matter, the Court 
raised several queries to the CBI in regard to 
the progress of the ongoing investigation and 
how was Dinesh Arora’s disclosure helping the 
agency in the investigation. Businessman Dinesh 
Arora is an accused in the Delhi excise policy 
case, who last week submitted that he was ready 
to make true disclosure voluntarily about the 
case and wanted to be an approver in the case.
He said, “I am ready to make a voluntary and true 
disclosure with respect to my role in the commis-
sion of the alleged offences”.
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18-MONTH OLD 
MAHIRA SAVES 
LIVES OF MANY
NEW DELHI: The family 
of an 18-month-old child, 
who died by falling from 
the balcony, has donated 
her organs to save many 
lives. Mahira fell from the 
balcony of her house in 
Mewat, Nooh in Hary-
ana on November 6 and 
was brought to AIIMS 
Trauma Centre, Delhi in 
an unconscious state with 
severe brain damage. She 
was declared brain-dead 
on the morning of No-
vember 11. "She donated 
her liver to a six-year-old 
child transplanted at 
ILBS Delhi. Both kidneys 
were transplanted to a 
17-year-old patient at 
AIIMS. The cornea and 
heart valves were pre-
served for later use," said 
a doctor involved in organ 
donation. 

HARYANA GOVT 
DIRECTES TO 
ENSURE PADDY 
PROCUREMENT BY 
15 NOVEMBER 
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Government has directed 
to ensure complete 
procurement of paddy 
by November 15, 2022 in 
the grain markets of the 
state. Giving information 
in this regard, an official 
spokesperson of the 
Food and Civil Supplies 
Department said that for 
the convenience of farm-
ers of the state, adequate 
arrangements including 
drinking water, sheds for 
grain storage and unin-
terrupted electricity sup-
ply have been made in the 
grain markets for smooth 
procurement of paddy in 
the state. He further in-
formed that till November 
13, 2022, about 58.33 lakh 
metric tonnes of paddy 
have been procured in the 
grain markets across the 
state.

POLICE SEIZE  
155 KG POPPY HUSK 
IN PATHANKOT, 
TWO ARRESTED
CHANDIGARH: Two 
persons were arrested 
on Sunday for allegedly 
possessing poppy husk 
(drugs) in Taragarh, 
Pathankot in Punjab, in-
formed Superintendent 
of Police Harpal Singh. 
The police recovered 155 
kgs of the poppy husk 
(drugs) after a truck was 
stopped and searches 
were conducted, added 
the SP. According to the 
police, the truck was 
coming from Madhya 
Pradesh.

STUDENTS CLASH 
DURING ENGLAD 
VS PAKISTAN 
MATCH IN MOGA
CHANDIGARH: Stone 
pelting was witnessed 
between two groups in 
a college in Punjab's 
Moga during the England 
versus Pakistan World 
Cup T20 final match on 
Sunday, according to 
an official. The clash 
took place between the 
students of Bihar and 
Jammu and Kashmir at 
Lala Lajpat Rai College, 
Moga. According to the 
students from Bihar, 
sloganeering took place 
hailing Pakistan during 
the match while the 
students from Jammu 
and Kashmir claimed 
that the other side raised 
slogans against Islam, 
following which the clash 
erupted.

TOP OF THE DAY
IN HIMACHAL POLLS

Urban areas record 8% 
less turnout than rural

Himachal Pradesh voted 
on November 12 with much 
enthusiasm in a festive co-
lourful environment, brav-
ing cold weather and snow 
at many places, reporting 
75.6% voter turnout and 
thus breaking the 2017 
record.

The lowest polling per-
centage of 62.53 % was in 
Shimla AC at the end of the 
poll, an official statement 
said on Monday. Though 
75.6% voter turnout is the 
highest till now for Hi-
machal Pradesh, higher 
participation from urban 
areas could have helped 
achieve a higher record-
breaking turnout.

Voter Turnout in Shimla 
was not only the lowest in 
the State (62.53%) but de-
clined by 1.4% than the last 
election in 2017.

Urban Shimla's impor-
tant localities like govern-
ment colonies recorded 
the lowest voters' turnout 
in the range of 50% pulling 
down Shimla's assembly 
constituency voter turnout 
to the lowest in the State.

The average turnout in 
urban areas was recorded 
to be around 8% lower 
than voters' turnout re-

corded in rural constituen-
cies, said an official state-
ment. It was seen as if the 
voters of certain sections in 
Shimla, Solan, Kasumpti, 
and Dharamshala, had 
stepped out this time with 
equal zeal, the state could 
have witnessed a better 
poll percentage.

Women's voter turnout 
in the current elections 
was roughly 4.5% higher 
than male voter turnout, 
and even approximately 
2% higher than total voter 
turnout.

While 76.8 percent of fe-
male voters exercised their 
right to franchise, compar-
atively only 72.4 percent 
male voted on November 
12, the records show.The 
world's highest polling 
booth, Tashigang (15265 
ft), recorded cent percent 
voting despite the adverse 
weather conditions, show-
ing a way to other parts of 
the State. Chasak Bhatori 
in Bharmaur AC in Cham-
ba recorded a turnout of 
75.26% despite a walking 
distance of 14 Km, at a 
height of 11948ft.

Average voter turnout 
in 85 polling stations set 
up above 10000 ft is close 
to the state average, despite 
all odds. 

TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

FARM FIRE DIPS IN HARYANA 

Stubble burning cases 
hit a new high in Punjab

In wake of decreasing air 
quality, the issue of stubble 
burning continues to re-
main in discussion in sev-
eral northeastern states. 
National capital is among 
the most affected area and 
the Aam Aadmi Party led-
Delhi government is con-
tinuously blaming Hary-
ana government for the 
acute spike in air pollution 
which resulted in heated 
arguments among the po-
litical stalwarts hailing from 
opposite factions. But con-
trary to the allegations of the 
Delhi government, Haryana 
reported a steep decrease 
in farm fire incidents this 
year as compared to the 
adjoining state Punjab. A 
research conducted by the 
Punjab University and Post 
Graduate Institute of Medi-
cal Education and Research 
(PGIMER) Chandigarh 

in  collaboration revealed 
the fact that steep decrease 
reported in farm fire inci-
dents  in Haryana. As many 
as 3,606 cases are reported 
in Haryana this year so far 
against 7,986 cases reported 
in 2021. The data also re-
vealed that on an average 
8,126 cases of stubble burn-
ing were reported from 2012 
to 2021. Thus, 55.62 per cent 
decrease has been reported 
in cases as compared to the 
cases reported last year. It 
is worth stating that the re-
search is conducted under 
the lead of Dr Suman Mor 
and Prof. Ravinder Khaiwal 
working in Punjab Univer-
sity and PGI, Chandigarh 
respectively. 

 Divulging aforesaid infor-
mation, Dr Suman, associ-
ate professor, Environment 
Studies, Punjab University 
said that the concerned state 
governments should come 
up with a foolproof strategy.
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FREE, FAIR ELECTIONS

The Himachal Pradesh 
Police has detailed the 
measures it took dur-

ing the Assembly elections 
in Himachal Pradesh on No-
vember 12, while lauding its 
personnel for ensuring free, 
fair and incident-free con-
duct of polling in the sleepy 
and spectacularly stunning 
hill-state.

Listing steps it took from the 
time the Assembly polls were 
notified by the Centre on Oc-
tober 14 and the Model Code 
of Conduct came into effect 
across the state, the Himachal 
police said all constituencies 
were assessed in terms of 
the prevailing law-and-order 
situation and measures em-

ployed to ensure watertight 
security on the polling day. In 
a release on Monday, the state 
police said a total of 232 Flying 
Squads and an equal number 
of Static Surveillance Teams 
were deployed across the 
state to cut out threats of any 
untoward incidents, after the 
notification of the polling date.

It said a total of 108 bar-
ricades were installed in 
the border areas and all en-
try points to the state were 
sealed to prevent any vio-
lence or untoward incidents 
on polling day.

The state police added that 
security cameras were installed 
at all security checkpoints and 
barricades to ensure that citi-
zens get to exercise their right 
of franchise without fearing 
violence or trouble.

"A strict vigil was kept on 
people entering and exiting 
the state through the bor-
der areas in the run-up to 
the elections. We also kept 
a check on whether liquor 
was being smuggled in from 
neighbouring states. Central 
forces were deployed outside 
the 27 distilleries of the state 
to prevent supply ahead of 
the polls," the Himachal 
Police stated in the release  
on Monday.

The state police said the 
state's director general of 
police had issued specific 
instructions to the person-
nel to seal all access points 
to the state in a bid to pre-
vent country liquor, drugs 
or any other illegal sub-
stance from being smuggled  
into the state.

"Coordination meet-
ings were also organized 
at police stations, at sub-
division, district and range 
levels," the release by the  
state police read.

Of the total 7,881 polling 
booths installed across the 
state for this year's Assembly 
elections, 396 were deemed 
'critical', 886 'vulnerable' 
and 6,599 ordinary polling 
booths, the state police said, 
adding that there were a to-
tal of 142 all-women polling 
booths this year.

It said a sizeable contingent 
of women police personnel 
were also deployed on poll 
duty this year.

While power has his-
torically changed hands 
between the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) and the 

Congress in the hill-state, 
the saffron party is eyeing a 
return to power in Himachal 
this year on the promise of 
benefits of a 'double-engine  
government'.

However, the Congress 
has also set its sights on un-
seating the BJP from power, 
the restoration of the Old 
Pension Scheme (OPS)  
central to its poll agenda  
for the state.

As per the directions of 
Election Commission, in the 
state 232 flying squads and 
232 static surveillance teams 
have also been constituted. 
The 108 entry points locat-
ed along the neighbouring 
states have been sealed and 
heavy deployment of police 
personnel have also been 
made on these entry points. 

FROM DEPLOYING FLYING SQUADS TO SEALING 
ENTRY POINTS: HIMACHAL LISTS POLL STEPS
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

WINTER IS HERE!

India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) on Monday 
informed that the higher 
reaches across five districts 
of Himachal Pradesh have 
received fresh snowfall dur-
ing the last 24 hours.

In the high reaches of 
Lahaul- Spiti, Kinnaur, 
Chamba, Kullu and Shimla 
districts, a fresh range of 
snowfall has been received. 
On Monday morning, the 
higher mountain in Spiti 
valley of Keylong, Pangi, 
Solang Nalla, Rohtang pass, 
with the district and the So-
lang valley in Kullu district 
also received the fresh cover 
of snow. The high hills of the 
Pangi region of Chamba, 
Rohtang Pass and lower re-
gions of Kullu also received 
fresh snowfall.

"In five districts of the state, 
there has been light to mod-
erate snowfall. Also in the 
hill town, Manali and hill re-
sort Narkanda in Shimla dis-
trict have received snowfall. 
The temperature has come 

down during the past 24 
hours in the state. The tem-
perature is expected to drop 
during the next 24 hours in 
the region," said IMD Head, 
Himachal Pradesh, Suren-
der Paul.

According to the data 
available from the India 
Meteorology Department in 
Shimla, the Keylong region 
in Lahaul-Spiti recorded the 

lowest temperature at minus 
2.3 degrees Celsius. In con-
trast, the Kaza in Kinnaur 
recorded minus 0.2 degree 
Celsius during the past 24 
hours.

According to the IMD, the 
temperature will drop dur-
ing the next three to four 
days and the weather condi-
tion going to be clear after 24 
hours in the state. IMD has 

forecast that during the next 
48 hours, the high wind will 
continue in the region.

After the temperature 
started declining in the 
region, the tourist have 
also started rushing to the 
hill region tourist coming 
from neighbouring Punjab, 
Haryana and other parts of 
the state are expecting fresh 
snowfall in Shimla and 
other parts of the states as 
well. The tourists are happy 
and enthusiastic to see the 
snowfall.

"It is a beautiful experi-
ence I have come for the 
first time here in Shimla. It 
is very cold, we are waiting 
for Snowfall," said a tourist 
from Assam.

The tourists coming from 
the neighbouring state here 
are feeling severe cold condi-
tions. But, the local residents 
of hill state have found that 
the winter has set late and 
the snowfall will be delayed 
for December despite the 
snowfall being started.

"Generally the cold condi-
tions in high hills begin in 

October, I have come from 
Dalhousie as my friends 
from Assam wanted to come 
to Shimla. Here the cold con-
ditions have increased. This 
year, the winter is late and 
snowfall will also be delayed, 
but still, the temperature has 
dropped here in comparison 
to Chandigarh," said Rohan, 
a local from Dalhousie.

Tourists coming from 
neighbouring states are 
seeming to be happy to enjoy 
the cold climate conditions 
and are waiting for snow.

"We arrived today morn-
ing, weather conditions are 
very cold here. We could 
not enjoy much, it is very 
cold here, we are waiting 
for snowfall which would 
be wonderful," said a tourist 
from Punjab.

The tourists from Gujarat 
here are also waiting for 
fresh snowfall.

"I have come from Gujarat, 
and it is very cold here, we 
have come to see the fresh 
snowfall, we are waiting for 
the fresh snowfall," said a 
tourist from Gujarat. 

Himachal receives fresh round of snowfall
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

DIGITAL SERVICE

Haryana Chief Secretary 
Sanjeev Kaushal said that the 
government employees will 
no longer face any problem 
in matters related to promo-
tion and holidays, as more 
facilities have been extend-
ed for the employees online 
through e-service book.

Presiding over a review 
meeting in connection with 
the Human Resource Man-
agement System (HRMS) 
portal with the officials of the 
Human Resource depart-
ment, the Chief Secretary 
said that e-service books of 
about 2, 32,000 employees 
out of 2, 65,000 employees 
have been verified on the 
HRMS portal, adding that 
the remaining about 33,000 
employees should also get 
their e-service books veri-
fied; latest by 30 November.

He said that after Novem-
ber 30, the employees whose 

service books will not be ver-
ified may have to face salary-
related problems.

All service-related ac-
tivities and digital service 
books of the employees 
of various departments, 
boards and corporations 
have been uploaded on the 
Human Resource Manage-
ment System portal. On 
this portal, the e-salary 
system of Integrated Finan-
cial Management System 
(IFMS) along with inte-
grated workflow and infor-
mation of the employees is 
available 24x7. The data 
available on HRMS helps 
the government in taking 
right decisions as well as 
proper monitoring of em-
ployees, planning, recruit-
ment, posting, promotion, 
Assured Career Progres-
sion (ACP) scheme, service 
extension and transfer of 
employees on the basis of 
skills etc.

HARYANA GOVT EMPLOYEES 
TO GET MORE FACILITIES 
WITH E-SERVICE BOOK
PAWAN SHARMA
CHANDIGARH

FOSTERING MAFIA RAAJ

Punjab devastated by 
cataclysm of criminals

Every second day Punjab is 
facing the brutality of gang-
sters/criminals. Cases of ex-
tortion, attacks over religious 
identity or doing religious 
activity are very common in 
the state. The Law and order 
condition of Punjab is steadily 
deteriorating with each pass-
ing day. Within a week, three 
murders and women got at-
tacked in Jagrata in Jalandhar.

A fresh incident has been 
reported in Jalandhar’s Sha-
heed Babu Labh Singh Nagar, 
where drunk radicals cre-
ated chaos during a ‘jagrata’ 
on Sunday. Several women 
were injured as a result of 
the subsequent violence by 
the radicals. Following the 
violence, there has been ten-
sion in the area, necessitating 
a heavy police presence.

According to a viral video, 
the drunkards arrived at the 
‘jagrata’ and got into an argu-
ment with the organisers. The 
people in the ‘jagrata’ tried to 
drive them away so that they 
wouldn’t ruin it, but after 
a while, they returned and 
abused and assaulted the 
people sitting in the pandal 
with kirpans. They report-
edly attacked many women 
sitting in Pandal with swords 
and people present in Pandal 
said that this all thing hap-
pened in presence of the po-

lice. According to those who 
arranged the ‘jagrata’, the 
young radicals were so drunk 
that they even hurled kirpans 
at the sacred flame and blew 
it off. Following a complaint, 
Police reached the spot and 
took stock of the situation.

Senior BJP leader Sunil 
Jakhar spoke to the TDG and 
said, “It is lack of good gov-
ernance, strong leadership 
in the ruling government 
that is unable to hold on 
these situations. Whatever 
had happened within these 
six-seven months is over the 
fence. Punjab was never like 
this, many things are to be 
held responsible for this, be 
it the glorification of gun cul-
ture and the most appalling 
thing is to see young teenagers 
indulging in crime and getting 
influenced by gangsters.”

On the states’ law and or-
der situation, senior Akali 
leader Bikram Singh Maji-
thia tweeted and said, “CM 
Bhagwant Mann, who also 
holds Home portfolio, should 
resign immediately by accept-
ing responsibility of collapse 
of law & order situation in the 
state. Law of jungle prevailing 
in Punjab with targeted kill-
ings, extortions and free rein 
given to gangsters becoming 
a norm. National security has 
also been compromised with 
automatic weapons finding 
their way into State." 

TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

HARYANA GEARS UP

PRESIDENT TO UNVEIL INTERNATIONAL 
GITA MAHOTSAV ON 29 NOVEMBER

This time the International 
Gita Mahotsav (IGM)-2022 
will be more special for the 
devotees coming from all 
spheres as the President of 
India, Draupadi Murmu 
will especially be coming 
to attend this grand festival 
of Holy Gita. The President 
of India, Droupadi Murmu 
will formally inaugurate 
the main programmes to 
be held during the ‘IGM-
2022’ with Gita Yagya at 
Brahma Sarovar. After 
this, on the same day, she 
will inaugurate the three-
day International Gita 
Seminar at Kurukshetra 
University.

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar on 
Monday said President 
Droupadi Murmu will for-
mally inaugurate the main 
programme of this year’s 
International Gita Mahot-
sav-2022 (IGM-2022) with 
Gita Yagya at Brahma Sar-
ovar on November 29.

In this seminar re-
nowned International and 
National scholars of Sri-
mad Bhagavad Gita and re-
searchers from across the 
country and abroad will 
present their research pa-
pers on 'world peace and 

harmony with the inspira-
tion of Shrimad Bhagavad 
Gita'. This seminar will 
spread the importance of 
the message of the Holy 
Gita across the world. The 
citizens of many countries 
including India, the USA, 
Canada and Kuwait have 
also registered themselves 
in this online competition. 
So far, more than 50,000 
people have registered for 
this competitions. Besides 
ambassadors of various 
countries including Azer-
baijan, Ethiopia, Vietnam 
etc are likely to attend the 
IGM-2022. Even before the 
start of IGM-2022, more 
than 4 lakh people from 
more than 25 countries in-
cluding America, Canada, 
Australia, UK, Poland and 
China joined this Mahot-
sav through social media. 
More than 3.80 lakh peo-
ple have visited the page of 
the IGM-2022 website. The 
cultural programmes and 
Aarti will be organized at 
75 pilgrimages of 48 Kos 
land.  Besides this, on the 
Gita Jayanti day, Deepot-
sav will be organised on 
December 4. 

Besides, like every year 
Saras and Craft Mela will 
also begin from Novem-
ber 19 to December 6. 

Sculptors from all over 
the country have made 21 
special stone sculptures 
based on the theme of Ma-
habharata and Gita. Vari-
ous craftsmen from across 
the country will showcase 
their talent", said Manohar 
Lal. '

Regarding this, Haryana 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal while addressing a press 
conference held here on 
Monday said that Haryana 
is geared up for IGM-2022, 
President of India will for-
mally inaugurate the main 
programmes with Gita 
Yagya at Brahma Sarovar 
on November 29, while the 
Mahotsav celebrations will 
start from November 19. 
“I invite the people of the 
State and countrymen to 
Kurukshetra to participate 
in this holy Mahotsav and 
make lifetime memories,” 
he added.

The Chief Minister said 
that the developmental 
parameters set by our gov-
ernment are not only lim-
ited to infrastructure such 
as roads, buildings etc. 
but spiritual and holistic 
development has always 
remained our utmost pri-
ority as we have inculcated 
the teachings of Gita in our 
working.

RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

An area is covered with a thick blanket of snow as the higher 
reaches of Himachal Pradesh receives fresh snowfall, at Losar 
village, in Lahaul and Spiti on Monday. 
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1% of the 
workforce 

of the company 
which employs 
over 1.6 million 

globally.
The job cuts would focus 

on Amazon’s devices unit, 
which houses voice-assis-
tant Alexa, and its retail and 
human resources division, 

the NYT report said.
Amazon, after a months-

long review, has cautioned 
employees in some unprof-
itable units to look for other 
opportunities within the 
company, the Wall Street 
Journal reported.

Amazon is closely evaluat-
ing its Alexa business and 
is currently considering 

whether it should focus on 
trying to add new capa-
bilities to the voice assistant, 
which is available on a vari-
ety of Amazon devices, the 
report added.

The report comes just 
weeks after the e-commerce 
giant warned of a slowdown 
in growth for the busy holi-
day season, a period when it 

used to generate the highest 
sales. Amazon said this was 
because consumers and 
businesses have less money 
to spend due to rising prices.

Last week, Twitter cut 
roughly 50% of its work-
force following its sale to 
Elon Musk. Facebook’s par-
ent company Meta also fired 
11,000 employees.

Rishi, the then Labour Commissioner. 
The woman lodged the complaint with the police 

on August 21 in which she gave a detailed account 
of the alleged sexual attack on her twice -- in April 

and May -- and requested for preserving the CCTV footage 
of the then chief secretary’s residence for evidence. 

The Aberdeen police station in Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands registered the case and a Special Investigation Team 
headed by a Senior Superintendent of Police was formed to 
probe the serious allegation against Narain, who is at present 
posted as the chairman and managing director of the Delhi 
Financial Corporation. 

language. 

The two-day 
summit to begin 
on Tuesday morn-

ing, and will be attended by 
US President Joe Biden and 
British Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak among heads from 
20 countries and the Euro-
pean Union who make up 
the group.

PM Modi earlier said, “On 
the sidelines of the G20 Sum-
mit, I will meet with leaders 
of several other participating 
countries, and review the 
progress in India’s bilateral 

relations with them.” This 
G20 Summit is particularly 
special because India will 
hold the presidency of the 
G20 Summit from 1st De-
cember 2022 for a one-year 
period, and the presidency 
handover will take place dur-
ing the Summit in Bali. 

PM also said that he will 
have extensive discussions 
with other G20 leaders on 
key issues of global con-
cern, such as reviving global 
growth, food & energy se-
curity, environment, health, 
and digital transformation, 
the statement reads. 

He is all set to embark on 
his two-day official visit to-
day for talks on key issues 
of global concern under the 
Summit theme of “Recover 
Together, Recover Stron-
ger”. “ In a significant 
moment for our country and 
citizens, President of Indone-
sia Joko Widodo will hand 
over the G20 Presidency to 
India at the closing ceremony 
of the Bali Summit. India will 
officially assume the G20 
Presidency from 1 Decem-
ber 2022. I will also extend 
my personal invitation to 
G20 Members and other 

invitees to our G20 Summit 
next year,” according to the 
statement citing PM Modi. 

PM Modi also said that 
during his interactions at 
the G20 Summit, he will 
highlight India’s achieve-
ments, and our unwavering 
commitment to collectively 
address global challenges. 
India’s G20 Presidency will 
be grounded in the theme 

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” 
or “One Earth One Family 
One Future”, which under-
lines the message of equitable 
growth and a shared future 
for all. 

amazon plans to lay off 10,000 employees: report

blogger Chops live-in partner into 35 pieCes, 
dumps them in delhi forest for 18 days

India thinks Biden-Xi meet 
unlikely to iron out differences

pm modi in bali, to hold bilateral 
meetings on g20 sidelines 

biden, Xi meet for 3 hours, both thinK 
no need of a new Cold war 

does not be-
lieve there 

needs to be a Cold 
War with China 
and indicates he 

had a productive meeting 
with President Xi. “ D o  I 
think he’s willing to compro-
mise on various issues? Yes,” 
said Biden. 

“I had an open, candid con-
versation with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping. We raised a 
lot of issues. The One China 
policy has not changed. I have 
asked Secretary Blinken to 
travel to China to keep lines 
of communication open be-
tween the two nations,” said 
Biden. 

Biden reiterated that Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken 
will travel to China for follow-
up meetings. US President Joe 
Biden said he plans to manage 
China and its leader Xi Jin-
ping’s competition “respon-
sibly” as he recapped their 
three-hour meeting. 

He continued, “We’re go-
ing to compete vigorously, 
but I’m not looking for con-
flict. I’m going to manage his 
competition responsibly.” 
Biden said he told Xi that 
the US One China policy 
“has not changed” and the 
US “(opposes) unilateral 
change in the status quo by 

either side.” He said the US 
and China “should be able to 
work together where we can 
to solve global challenges that 
require every nation to do its 
part.” 

Biden said in their talks, 
he made clear the US poli-
cy toward Taiwan had not 
changed, despite saying four 
times ahead of the talks the 
US would defend Taiwan mil-
itarily if China were to move 
on the self-governing island. 

“I made it clear that we 
want to see cross-strait is-
sues peacefully resolved, so 
it never has to come to that,” 
Biden said of any potential 
conflict over Taiwan. “I am 
convinced that he understood 
exactly what I was saying,” 
Biden said of the conversa-
tion on Taiwan. 

Other topics included 
Russia’s aggression against 
Ukraine and a shared “belief 
in the threat for the use of nu-
clear weapons is totally unac-
ceptable.” Biden says he isn’t 
certain whether China has the 
ability to influence North Ko-
rea’s decision-making when 
it comes to nuclear or missile 
tests. But he said he believes 
Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
does not want further escala-
tory action by Pyongyang and 
sought to underscore what 

further provocations from 
the North might mean for the 
US presence in the region. “I 
made it clear to President Xi 
Jinping that I thought they 
had an obligation to attempt 
to make it clear to North Korea 
that they should not engage in 
long range nuclear tests and 
I made it clear as well that if 
they did, they meant North 
Korea, that we would have 
to take certain actions that 

would be more defensive on 
our behalf and it would not 
be directed against...China,” 
Biden said at a news confer-
ence in Bali. 

Meanwhile, Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson 
Mao Ning on Monday ex-
pressed hope that the rela-
tions between both countries 
will return to the “right track 
of healthy and stable develop-
ment”, CNN reported.

tween our 
two countries,” 
he said. 
“By making the 

movements of goods and 
people faster and easier, will 
facilitate trade and invest-
ment between Canada and 
India and help our busi-
nesses grow and succeed,” 
he added. 

Trudeau said Canada is 
making major investments 
in the Indo-Pacific that will 
strengthen its engagement 
in the long term. 
“For example, we are in-
vesting in new Canadian 
Trade Gateway in Southeast 
Asia that will help Canadian 
businesses expand into new 
markets linking them to 
business networks in this 
dynamic region. Canada 
and Indo-Pacific region also 
share strong ties between 
our people and we will 
make these ties even stron-
ger,” he said. 

Trudeau said global busi-
nesses and commerce need 
the predictability and reli-

ability that the international 
rules-based order establish-
es and Canada will always 
stand up for it. 

The Canadian Prime Min-
ister said he had arrived in 
Bali from Cambodia where 
it was announced that Can-
ada is elevating its relation-
ship with ASEAN to a stra-
tegic partnership. 
“This is a strong demon-
stration of our engagement 
in the region and as part of 
our plan to expand our eco-
nomic ties in a big way. Last 
week, we announced Cana-
da’s upcoming Indo-Pacific 
strategy. We are deepening 
our existing friendship in 
the region, seeking new al-
lies and promoting stabil-
ity. We know that business 
leaders like you are key to 
our individual and collec-
tive success. We also know 
that global businesses and 
commerce need the pre-
dictability and reliability 
that the international rules-
based order establishes,” he 
said. 

Giri made 
a n  a t r o -

cious comment 
about the Presi-
dent leading to 

huge uproar cutting across 
the party lines. In a 17-sec-
ond video clip, Mr Giri was 
heard commenting on the 

“looks of the President”. Af-
ter the video clip of his com-
ments went viral, Giri had 

apologised for making such 
a remark. 

Trinamool Congress dis-
tanced itself from the com-
ment and said the minister 
had done wrong thing by 
uttering such nasty com-
ments. 

However, that did not paci-
fy the Oppositions who have 
been relentlessly protesting 
against the behaviour. 

ligious conversion’. “It 
is a very serious issue which 
will affect the security of the 
nation and freedom of reli-

gion and conscience,” said the bench as it 
posted the next hearing on 28 November. 

During Monday’s hearing, the bench 
observed, “It is a very dangerous thing. 
Everyone has the freedom of religion. 
What is this forceful conversion?” 
“There may be a freedom of religion, 
but no freedom of forced conversion. 
What steps has the government taken 
in this regard? The government should 
make its stand clear on what action it 
proposes to take. Conversion is allowed 
under the Constitution, but not forcible 
conversion,” Justice Shah said. 

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the Centre, told the bench 
that conversions are rampant in tribal 
areas. “Giving rice, wheat or other 
things to the poor for conversion... In 
tribal areas, this is rampant,” Mehta said. 

To this, Justice Shah asked Mehta, 
“Then what is the government doing?” 

It then directed the Centre to file an 
affidavit by November 22 on the plea. 
Dictating the order, the bench said, “It 
is better that Union of India may make 
their stand clear and file counter on 
what further steps can be taken or oth-
ers to curb such conversation by force, 
allurement or fraudulent means. At the 
request of SG, (the next date of hearing 
on the plea) is posted on November 28. 
Counter affidavit to be filed by Novem-
ber 22.” 

The apex court made the observation 
on a plea filed by advocate Ashwini Ku-
mar Upadhyay claiming that fraudulent 
and deceitful religious conversion is 
rampant across the country and that 
the central government has failed to 
contain the practice. The plea sought 
directions to the Law Commission of 
India to prepare a report and a Bill to 
control “deceitful religious conversion”. 

It further sought a declaration from 
the SC that fraudulent religious con-
version and conversion by intimidation, 
threats or through gifts and monetary 
benefits is in contravention of articles 14, 
21 and 25 of the Constitution. 

The PIL said, “There is not even one 
district which is free of religious conver-
sion by hook and cook and the carrot 
and the stick. The Centre is obligated to 
enact a countrywide law for the same.” 

Earlier, the apex court had dismissed a 
similar petition filed by Upadhyay. 
‘Religious conversion may pose a 

danger to national security, stop it’, SC 
warns centre 
‘If religious conversion is not stopped 

may pose a danger to national security.’ 
The Supreme Court has warned union 
government and asked to step in and 
make sincere efforts to check the con-
version practices. 

The Bench Comprising Justice MR 
Shah and Justice Hima Kohli termed 
a religious conversion a serious issue. 
Bench said religious conversion through 
deception, allurement and intimidation 
is dangerous to national Security.

It warned a “very difficult situation” 
will emerge if such religious conver-
sions are not stopped as they may pose 
a danger to national security and the 
fundamental right of citizens to freedom 
of religion and conscience.
“This is a very serious matter. Sincere 
efforts are to be made by the Centre to 
stop forced conversions. An otherwise 
very difficult situation will come. Tell us 
what action you propose... You have to 
step in,” the bench observed.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta sub-
mitted before the top court that the is-
sue was debated even in the Constituent 
Assembly and Government is serious 
about it.
“There were two Acts. One was by the 
Odisha government and another one by 
Madhya Pradesh dealing with regula-

tion of any forcible conversion by deceit, 
falsehood or fraud, money. These issues 
came before this court for consideration 
and the top court upheld the validity,” 
Mehta said.

The solicitor general said forced reli-
gious conversions are rampant in tribal 
areas. Many a time the victims are not 
aware they are the subject matter of 
criminal offense and would say they 
are being helped, Mehta said.

The top court observed there may be 
freedom of religion but there cannot be 
freedom of religion by forced conversion.
“The issue with respect to the alleged 
conversion of religion, if it is found to be 
correct and true, is a very serious issue 
which may ultimately affect the security 
of the nation as well as the freedom of 
religion and conscience of the citizens.
“Therefore, it is better that the Union 
government may make their stand clear 
and file counter on what steps can be 
taken by Union and/or others to curb 
such forced conversion maybe by force, 
allurement or fraudulent means,” the 
bench said in its order. It granted time 
till November 22, 2022, to the Centre to 
file its response on the issue and posted 
the matter for hearing on November 28.

A PIL was filed by BJP leader abd advo-
cate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay seeking 
direction to the Centre and states to take 
stringent steps to control fraudulent 
religious conversion by “intimidation, 
threatening, deceivingly luring through 
gifts and monetary benefits”. The plea 
has also sought directions to the Law 
Commission of India to prepare a re-
port as well as a Bill to control religious 
conversion by intimidation and through 
monetary benefits. Upadhyay submitted 
in his plea that forced religious conver-
sion is a nationwide problem that needs 
to be tackled immediately.

The Supreme court had on September 
23 sought responses from the Centre 
and others to the plea.

ias gang rape Case

Absconding accused hotelier 
arrested in Haryana

lieved to 
be spread across 
5000 to 6000 
square feet and 

a forensic team is collecting 
evidence from the rented 
apartment in which the 
couple was staying.

Sources in the Delhi Police 
have confirmed to The Daily 
Guardian that some bones 
have been found from the 
jungles of Mehrauli where 
the accused had allegedly 
disposed off the body parts 
of the victim and that the 
Police would now match 
the DNA of the victim with 
the bones to ascertain the 
identity. Further combing 
operations are underway in 
the area.

Aaftab Ameen Poonawala 
and Shraddha Vikas Walkar 
were both residents of Vasai 
in Mumbai, but around 
seven months back in April 
this year, they fled to Delhi 
to start a new life after their 
parents did not agree to their 
relationship.

Aaftab was also a food 

blogger who ran an Insta-
gram food blogging page, 

“HungryChokro”.
Since April, the duo was 

staying in a rented apart-
ment in the hilly areas of 
Mehrauli, but according to 
the Aaftab’s statement to 
the police, the couple would 
regularly have fights over 
domestic issues and in May 
this year, after a fight broke 
out between the two, Aaftab 
lost his cool and strangulat-
ed her and killed her.

According to the Delhi Po-
lice, post killing Shraddha, 
Aaftab used a very sharp ob-
ject to dismember her body. 
However, the police are yet 
to ascertain and recover the 
murder weapon.
“According to Aaftab’s state-
ment, Shraddha met Aaftab 
at a call centre, where they 
both worked and fell in love. 
They eloped to Delhi some-
time in April this year after 
their parents did not ap-
prove of their relationship. 
But soon both started to 
quarrel over domestic issues 

and according to the accused, 
Shraddha was pressuring 
him to marry her and on 
18 May after a heated argu-
ment broke out between the 
two, Aaftab strangulated her 
and killed her. He then used 
a sharp object to chop her 
body and stored it in a fridge 
to slowly dispose them off in 
the dead of the night.” Ankit 
Chauhan, Additional DCP-
I, South District, told The 
Daily Guardian.

The case had come to light, 
after some of Shraddha’s 
friends noticed that she 
had become inactive on so-
cial media and went to her 
brother to enquire about 
her, sometime in September 
this year. This concerned her 
parents, who also noticed no 
activity on her social media 
since May. The parents then 
registered a missing com-
plaint with the Vasai police 
station in Mumbai on 8 No-
vember.

After investigation by the 
Mumbai police, the last lo-
cation of the accused as well 

as the victim was found to 
be in Delhi. After which, 
the Mumbai police had ap-
proached the Delhi Police 
on 11 November to trace the 
missing victim.

After which, the Delhi Po-
lice spoke to the father of 
the victim to ascertain the 
aspects of the case. After 
taking the complaint of the 
father, the Delhi Police had 
registered a case of kidnap-
ping against Aaftab Ameen 
Poonawala.
“After we registered the case 
of kidnapping, we started to 
trace the accused and we 
found that he was staying in 
Mehrauli itself. We formed 
teams to apprehend the ac-
cused and he was picked up 
from his house which he had 
rented. After questioning he 
confessed to the crime and 
case of murder under sec-
tion 302 of the IPC and 201 
of the IPC was registered 
against the accused.” The 
Delhi police officer from 
Mehrauli quoted above told 
this newspaper.

actual display of military power.  In fact, re-
lations between the two countries took a nosedive 
after US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Tai-
wan in August. China saw it as a provocative US 
move in support of the island which governs itself, 

but which Beijing says must return to it someday. After the 
Pelosi visit, China held a series of military exercises around 
Taiwan to make its position clear. What is also remarkable 
is that Biden had then indicated that the US would come to 
Taiwan’s aid if China invaded it, leading to tension between 
Washington and Beijing.

In this background, the question being asked in South Block 
is whether Beijing from now onwards would remain a si-
lent spectator to someone from the US or any other western 
countries visiting Taiwan or making statements from there, 
sources said.

During Monday’s talks, when Biden said “we need to chart 
the right course for the US China bilateral relationship, Xi 
remained non-committal. The only statement that the Chinese 
President made was that he was ready to have a “candid and 
in-depth” exchange of views with Biden on issues of strategic 
importance on China-US relations and on major global and 
regional issues.”  

A diplomat told TDG, “Xi only assured that he would hold 
further talks and dialogues on the strategic issues. He did not 
go beyond it.”  “The world expects that China and the United 
States will properly handle the relationship. Our meeting has 
attracted the world’s attention, so we need to work with all 
countries to bring more hope to world peace, greater confidence 
to global stability and strong impetus to common development.” 

These comments from Xi are also being seen as a message to 
Biden, as the Chinese leader underlined the need for joint global 
efforts towards world peace and global stability, say sources.

taiwan question at the ‘very Core of China’s 
interests’: Chinese foreign ministry
Bali: On the sidelines of the G20 summit, China’s President Xi 
Jinping discussed the Taiwan issue and explained China’s position 
on it, saying the Taiwan question is at the very core of China’s core 
interests and the bedrock of the political foundation of China-US 
relations, the Chinese Foreign Ministry said in a statement. 

The Chinese President said that it is the first red line that must 
not be crossed in China-US relations. “He stressed that the Taiwan 
question is at the very core of China’s core interests, the bedrock of 
the political foundation of China-US relations, and the first red line 
that must not be crossed in China-US relations,” the readout said. 
“anyone that seeks to split Taiwan from China will be violating the 
fundamental interests of the Chinese nation; the Chinese people 
will absolutely not let that happen!” it added. 

Xi also had a “candid and in-depth exchange of views” on issues 
of strategic importance in bilateral ties as well as major global 
issues, according to the Chinese Foreign Ministry readout of the 
meeting that took place between the heads of two states. 

“The two sides should form a correct perception of each other’s 
domestic and foreign policies and strategic intentions,” it said. 
“China does not seek to change the existing international order 
or interfere in the internal affairs of the United States, and has no 
intention to challenge or displace the United States.” 

Meanwhile, US President Joe Biden raised human rights issues 
in Tibet during his talks with Xi Jinping at Bali in indonesia on Mon-
day ahead of the Group of 20 Summit with concerns about Beijing’s 
practices in Xinjiang and Hong Kong also figuring in the meeting.
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Hitting back at the Leader 
of Opposition in the Bengal 
Assembly and Bharatiya 
Janata Party MLA Suven-
du Adhikari, Trinamool 
Congress MP Kunal Ghosh 
said on Sunday that Ad-
hikari was suffering from 
“Abhishek Banerjee pho-
bia.”

After Adhikari claimed 
that Trinamool Congress 
national general secretary 
Abhishek Banerjee’s son’s 

birthday party was orga-
nized at a five-star hotel 
in Kolkata, Ghosh retali-
ated and called it a “false 
claim.” “He is blatantly 
lying about Abhishek’s 
child’s birthday. There was 
not any birthday party at 
the venue, but Abhishek 
Banerjee, the Chief Patron 
of Diamond Harbor Foot-
ball Club, met and inter-
acted with DHFC football 
players at the Taj Hotel for 
the unique achievement in 
the Premier Division of the 
Calcutta Football League 

in its very first season,” 
Ghosh said while address-
ing a press conference here 
in Kolkata.

Ghosh also announced 
that flowers and greeting 
cards would be sent to him 
by post and other means 
starting Monday on behalf 
of the Unemployed Youth 
and Students Council to 
wish Suvendu good mental 
health.

“We will send him ‘get 
well soon’ starting tomor-
row,” Ghosh added.

Earlier, Suvendu Ad-

hikari claimed on Sunday 
that Abhishek Banerjee’s 
son’s birthday party was 
organised at a five-star hotel 
in Kolkata and a huge secu-
rity force had been deployed 
for the same.

“Grand Celebrations to-
night at Taj Bengal!!! Secu-
rity has been beefed up for 
the Birthday Party of Koyla 
Bhaipo’s son. Over 500 Po-
licemen, Bomb Squad & Dog 
Squad have been deployed 
to Guard the venue. Door 
Frame Metal Detectors & 
Hand-held Metal Detectors 

are in place,” Suvendu said 
in a tweet.

Adhikari further claimed 
that no formal order was is-
sued for such arrangements 
and said, “Formal orders 
hasn’t been issued for such 
Security Movement. ’Mama-
ta Police’ Officer, Jamal has 
been tasked to make the Se-
curity foolproof. Lady Kim’s 
family is following the foot-
steps of the Real Kim Jong-
un of North Korea, at times 
beating him when it comes 
to grandeur & luxury,” Ad-
hikari  further tweeted.

A women’s delegation 
comprising leaders from 
Shiv Sena (Uddhav fac-
tion), NCP, and other like-
minded parties, including 
the Samajwadi Party, met 
Maharashtra Governor 
Bhagat Singh Koshyari on 
Monday following State 
Minister Abdul Sattar’s 
alleged objectionable re-
marks against NCP MP 
Supriya Sule.

The leaders comprising 
the delegation included 
NCP women’s state presi-
dent Vidya Chavan, Mani-
sha Kayande, and Priyan-
ka Chaturvedi. 

Speaking to the report-

ers, Samajwadi Party MP 
Jaya Bachchan said that 
they will meet President 
Droupadi Murmu soon on 
the issue.

“Today we’ve met the 
governor, and we will 
soon meet the president 
too. The insulting of wom-
en will not be tolerated. 
Any person, including 

politicians, who makes 
objectionable comments 
against women should be 
thrown out to set an ex-
ample,” she said.

NCP leader Fauzia Khan 
said that they have re-
quested the governor take 
action on the “repeated 
controversial statements” 
about women in the state.

Siddaramaiah, the former 
chief minister of Karnataka, 
announced on Monday that 
he will not run in the Badami 
assembly elections.

Siddaramaiah made this 
announcement while he 
was holding a meeting of the 
Congress party workers in 
the farmhouse of Byataray-
anapura MLA Krishna Byre 
Gowda in Chaudenahalli in 
Karnataka’s Kolar. “Contest-
ing for the 2023 Assembly 
election at Badami has been 
ruled out. Varuna or Kolar, 
I will contest from wherever 
the high command would sug-
gest me,” Siddaramaiah said 
adding that the nomination 
papers should be given by the 
Congress ‘High Command’ 
itself.

He further said, “The leaders 
here as well as in Kolar have 
suggested me to contest from 

Kolar promising me a victory 
there even if I campaign for 
two days. However, people 
from my previous constitu-
ency have asked me to contest 
from Badami, but the problem 
is that I can’t travel and attend 
to people’s issues due to my 
busy schedule, that’s why I 
am still in the waiting mode.”

Later in the meeting, he 
mentioned the meaning of 
MLA as the “representative of 
the people”.

The chairperson of the National Commission for the Protection 
of Child Rights (NCPCR), Priyank Kanoongo, lodged an FIR 
against ten individuals connected to a Christian missionary al-
leging conversion in Madhya Pradesh’s Damoh late Sunday night.

Kanoongo had arrived here for a surprise inspection of orphan-
ages and children’s homes being run by Christian missionaries 
in the district. He had only informed district officials about his 
arrival. According to the details in the FIR, Kanoongo along 
with Madhya Pradesh State Child Rights Protection Commission 
member Omkar Singh Markam visited a children’s hostel run 
by Christian missionaries located at Katni Bypass. 

The FIR mentions that he had to wait for a long time at the 
main gate. Top officials were along with him, but still, the main 
gate did not open.

Kanoongo claimed that the conversion of children was going 
on in Christian missionary institutions. He said that a child from 
the Dindori district of the state had been brought here and was 
being trained to become a priest.

Following this, Kanoongo reached the Dehat police station 
to lodge a complaint. Kanoongo claimed that after a long wait, 
the FIR was registered against the operators of the Christian 
missionary.

Kanoongo also claimed that before the surprise inspection, 
there was no one else but the department’s people to inform the 
concerned institutions, adding that he himself had caught the 
mobile phone of an officer.

“This is a violation of the religious freedom of children. We 
have lodged an FIR and told the Police to investigate this. The 
Department of Women and Child Development here is negligent 
and it seems that the local officials are complicit,” said, NCPCR 
chairman Priyank Kanoongo.

Additional Superintendent of Police Shiv Kumar Singh said 
that the chairman of the commission had made allegations of 
conversion and lodged an FIR. A case was registered against ten 
persons of the Christian missionary under section 370 of the IPC, 
sections 42 and 75 of the Juvenile Justice Act 2015 and sections 
3 and 5 of the Madhya Pradesh Religious Freedom Ordinance 
2020. The matter was being investigated, he added.

On the other hand, the principal of the hostel, Treeza Miss 
said, “The allegations like conversion are baseless. There is no 
restriction on any child in this hostel. Hindu and Muslim children 
follow their respective religions and use their method of worship.”
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NEWSX SURVEY 

In Gujarat, the BJP took 
power in 1995. It has con-
tinued to hold a largely 

stable position of power 
ever since. It is seeking yet 
another term. The mood of 
the electorate in the state 
that is headed to the polls is 
assessed by the NewsX sur-
vey. It gauges the mood of 
the voters in the poll-bound 
state.

A recent survey of gov-
ernance and development 
in the state, conducted by 
NewsX with the Gujarat 
Assembly Elections 2022 
approaching in less than a 
month, highlights the genu-
ine political situation of the 
population and examines the 
much-touted Gujarat model.

The survey questioned 
1200 people over issues 
such as the BJP’s disapproval 
of nominating a handful of 
MLAs and the probability 

of the Aam Aadmi Party 
securing seats. The chances 
of Congress outshining the 
BJP: Had Rahul Gandhi’s 
Padyatra made a difference 
if it had covered Gujarat? The 
role of PM Modi in seeking 
votes for the BJP in Gujarat

In a survey of 1200 people, 
25.7% expressed rage for the 
MLAs in power.

11.11% of people believed 
the Aam Aadmi Party to be 
a strong opponent of the rul-
ing BJP, whereas 64.72% dis-

agreed. On questioning the 
probability of the India Na-
tional Congress winning the 
polls, 16.67% people agreed 
that it would be a strong con-
tender, while 68.61% said it 
would lose.

Questioned about PM 
Modi’s impact on the vot-
ers’ inclination for the BJP, 
6.94% of people believed it 
to be a negligible element, 
whereas 81.39% of people 
considered it to be an im-
portant element.
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AAP, CoNgRESS ANd BJP 
tUSSlE iN gUJARAt

gUJARAt ElECtioNS

Ravindra Jadeja bats 
for his wife ahead of 
Jamnagar nomination

Indian cricketer Ravin-
dra Jadeja said on Monday 
that his wife Rivaba Jadeja, 
who has been fielded by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
from Jamnagar’s (North) seat 
in the state assembly elec-
tions, wanted to follow the 
path of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to work for the 
people.

Ravindra Jadeja attended 
an event on Monday where 
he said that Rivaba would 
learn a lot from her first-time 
candidacy in the assembly 
elections. “It is her (Rivaba 
Jadeja’s) first time as an MLA 
candidate, and she will learn 
a lot. I hope she will progress 
in this. She is of helping na-
ture and has always wanted 
to help people; hence, she 
joined politics. She wants to 
follow the path of PM Modi 
and work for the people,” the 
cricketer said.

Earlier on Sunday, Jadeja 
urged the people of Jamnagar 
to vote for his wife, Rivaba 
Jadeja.

Jadeja tweeted a video urg-
ing the people of Jamnagar 
and cricket fans to vote for 
his wife.

“The Gujarat election is 
here, and it’s like a T20 match. 
My wife is making her grand 
debut in politics on a BJP 
ticket! Tomorrow she will file 
her nomination. I appeal to 
the people of Jamnagar and 
all the cricket lovers to come 
in large numbers to support 
her,” Jadeja said in the video 
in which he was speaking in 
Gujarati.

Rivaba replaces sitting MLA 
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja as 
the BJP face for the Jamnagar 
(North) seat, who was denied 

a party ticket in this election, 
according to sources.

Earlier on Sunday, the BJP 
announced one more candi-
date for the upcoming Gu-
jarat Assembly election. So 
far the party has released the 
names of 167 candidates for 
the Gujarat polls.

The party fielded Jagdish-
bhai Makwana from the 
Wadhwan Assembly con-
stituency.

Earlier on Saturday, the BJP 

released its second list of six 
candidates. In the second list 
of six candidates, the BJP has 
given tickets to two women.

It has fielded Mahendrab-
hai Padaliya from Dhoraji, 
Mulubhai Bera from Khamb-
halia, Dheliben Maldebhai 
Odedara from Kutiyana, 
Sejal Rajiv Kumar Pandya 
from Bhavnagar East, Hitesh 
Devji Vasava from Dediapada 
(ST), and Sandeep Desai from 
Choryasi.
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molEStAtioN CASE

Deciding to resign 
from MLA’s post: 
NCP’s Jitendra Awhad 

An FIR was registered against 
Nationalist Congress Party 
MLA Jitendra Awhad for al-
legedly molesting a woman 
during an event on Sunday, 
according to the Thane Police.

A woman lodged an FIR 
against Awhad in a molesta-
tion case. She alleged that 
when the new bridge was in-
augurated in Mumbra, MLA 
Awhad had touched her with 
the wrong intention. Mumbra 
Police have registered an FIR 
against Awhad under section 
354 on the complaint of the 
woman.

“We have received the com-
plaint, a case has been reg-
istered. The matter is being 
seriously investigated,” the 
police said.

According to the complain-
ant on November 13, the work 
on the bridge had been going 
on for a long time to solve the 

traffic problem in Mumbra. 
The bridge was to be inaugu-
rated after the construction 
was completed. Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde had come 
to participate in this program. 
During the inauguration, 
MLA Awhad touched her.

The victim woman alleged 
that MLA Jitendra Awhad 
touched her when she was go-
ing to meet the Chief Minister.

Following the registration 
of the FIR, the NCP workers 
created a ruckus at the Mum-
bra police station and burned 
tyres. Awhad alleged that the 
police have registered false 
cases against him and that 
he will fight against “police 
brutality.” He said that he has 
decided to resign as an MLA.

“Police registered 2 false 
cases against me in 72 hours. 
I will fight against police bru-
tality. I am deciding to resign 
from the post of MLA. We 
can’t witness the murder of 
democracy,” Awhad said.
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Goa CM urges 
Kannadigas purchase 
land for Kannada Bhavan

Goa Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant has urged Kan-
nadigas  to buy land on their 
own to construct Kannada 
Bhavan and residential ac-
commodations in Goa, in-
stead of requesting their 
government to provide land 
for them.

Sawant made the remarks 
while speaking at the 7th 
Cultural Conference organ-
ised by Akhil Goa Kannada 
Sangh in Bicholim, North 
Goa, on Sunday. “Your CM, 
Basavaraj Bommai, talks to 
me about your (Kannadiga 

residents’) issues in Goa. He 
also reiterates his demand 
(for Kannada Bhavan), but 
there is a shortage of land 
with the government. But 
you can construct a Bha-
van on land you have pur-
chased,” the Goa Chief Min-
ister said at the event.

Earlier, the Karnataka 
government had written to 
Pramod Sawant, seeking 
a nearly one-to-two-acre 
property for constructing 
a Kannada Bhavan in the 
coastal state of Goa.

Kannadigas residing in 
Goa have been demanding 
a Bhawan for almost four 
decades.
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AdhiKARi iS SUFFERiNg With ABhiShEK 
BANERJEE PhoBiA: tRiNAmool mP

Women delegation meets Governor over 
Minister’s remarks against Supriya Sule

Supriya Sule Abdul Sattar
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top of the day

mAhARAShtRA 
AtS ARRESt PFi 
mEmBER
NASHIK: Maharashtra 
Anti-Terrorism Squad 
(ATS) on Monday arrested 
a member of the banned 
outfit Popular Front of 
India (PFI) for alleged in-
volvement in anti-national 
activities, the ATS officials 
said. The police have ar-
rested him in connection 
with an FIR by Nashik ATS. 
The arrested person has 
been identified as Maulana 
Irfan Daulat Nadvi. Seven 
accused have been ar-
rested so far in this regard. 
Notably, the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (MHA) 
earlier in September had 
made the announcement 
through a recently issued 
notification declaring “the 
PFI and its associates or 
affiliates or fronts as an 
unlawful association with 
immediate effect”.

oNE ARREStEd 
FoR lEAKiNg 
ANSWER ShEEt 
oF FoRESt gUARd 
EXAm
RAJSAMAND: Rajasthan 
police arrested one person 
and busted a gang after 
the answer sheet for the 
state’s Forest Guard Re-
cruitment exam got leaked 
on social media following 
which the state’s Staff 
Selection Board cancelled 
the second shift exam. 
The arrested was identi-
fied as Deepak Sharma, a 
resident of Karauli who 
is a technical assistant 
of the state’s electricity 
department. Police also 
detained ten people in the 
case. The second shift of 
the exam to recruit 2300 
officials was held on 
November 12 which was 
scheduled between 2:30 
PM to 4:30 PM. Rajsamand 
district Superintendent of 
Police Sudhir Chaudhary 
said that Deepak Sharma 
received question papers 
on his mobile phone before 
the exam.

iNdiAN EmBASSY 
iN KAthmANdU 
oRgANizES ShiVA 
PooJA
KATHMANDU: Swami 
Vivekananda Cultural 
Centre of the Indian 
Embassy in Kathmandu 
organized a Shiva Pooja on 
the premises of Pashupati-
nath Temple on Monday 
evening. As per the release 
from the Indian Embassy, 
the cultural evening was 
organized in associa-
tion with Pashupati Area 
Development Trust (PADT). 
The event started with 
traditional Nepali Kumari 
Nritya, followed by a 
Bharatnatyam dance item 
Pushpanjali, the traditional 
way of salutation by offer-
ing flowers. 

ASSAm tiES 
UP With iim 
BANgAloRE 
to tRAiN PVt 
PRoFESSioNAlS
GUWAHATI: The Assam 
government on Monday 
inked a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
with the Indian Institute 
of Management, Ban-
galore to train working 
professionals in the state. 
As per the agreement 
reached between the 
Himanta Biswa Sarma-
led state government and 
the premier B-school, 75 
working professionals 
from the private sector 
will be shortlisted for 
training.

Ravindra Jadeja with his wife Rivaba Jadeja.

oWAiSi gREEtEd With ‘modi modi’ 
ChANtS iN RAllY
SURAT: All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) 
chief Asaduddin Owaisi was greeted with “Modi-Modi” 
chants and shown black flags as he was campaign-
ing on Saturday night for his party’s candidate from 
the East Surat constituency in the upcoming assembly 
elections in Gujarat. As Owaisi was busy campaigning 
for his party’s candidate, a group of BJP supporters 
holding black flags in their hands reached there and 
started shouting “Modi-Modi.” In videos that went viral 
on social media, the youths could be seen waving black 
flags as a mark of protest against the AIMIM chief in the 
city. Owaisi, however, ignored the protest and appealed 
to people to support his party in the upcoming assembly 
elections. “They (ruling BJP) said that they will bring the 
Uniform Civil Code. Why? Because they want to end the 
culture tahazeeb of minorities,” the AIMIM chief said 
while addressing the public rally. He said, “I want to ask 
BJP about the uniform civil code. If they (BJP) plan to 
bring the uniform civil code, then why don’t they end 
disturbed (ashanti) areas.” Owaisi also criticized the 
ruling BJP government in the state and accused it of 
being anti-minorities. 



In India, where dog has 
found mention in reli-
gious texts, none can 

imagine that people would 
not love dogs. It is associ-
ated with different forms of 
Lord Shiva. Lord Dattatreya 
is associated with four dogs 
that symbolize the four Ve-
das. It is associated with Kaal 
Bhairav.

The story from The Mahab-
harat says that Yudhisthir, 
known for his righteousness, 
refused to board the chariot 
of Lord Indra that was to take 
him to heaven because Indra 
refused to allow his compan-
ion dog to accompany him. 
Yudhisthir refused to go to 
heaven unless the dog was 
allowed too.

This is what he argued 
with Indra: “The dog was 

my faithful companion and 
I cannot abandon it. It sought 
my help and gave me uncon-
ditional love. The pleasures of 
heaven will mean nothing to 
me in comparison to the grief 
that would come from aban-
donment. It has done nothing 
to deserve abandonment and 
had none of the weaknesses 
of my wife and brothers. If 
it does not deserve to go to 
heaven, then neither do I.” 
The dog was given entry too 
since the dog was dharm in 
disguise.

The love of man for dog has 
been captured in Yudhisthir’s 
love for the stray dog that had 
started following the Panda-
vas when they began their 
journey to their last breath. 
None disputes that dogs are 
men’s best friends. All across 
the world people keep dogs 
as pets to ward off loneliness 
and anxiety. Dogs are also 
used by therapists to cure 
certain mental disorders.

But love for dogs does not 
necessarily mean keeping 
dogs as pets or exposing 
oneself to ferocious dogs and 
getting bitten in the process. 
Dogs are loved and cared till 
they don’t bite. If they bite, 
humans have the right to 

avoid the canines or keep a 
safe distance.

The new rule announced 
by Noida authority on com-
pulsory registration and vac-
cination of dog and fine on 
owners in case of dog bites 
must be seen as a course 
correction to dog menace. 
This is extension of the Uttar 
Pradesh government’s order 
of May this year where the 
law was introduced in Luc-
know and was to be extended 
to other cities as well. A se-
ries of incidents have come 
to light where children were 
mauled to death by ferocious 
dogs and of people in gated 
society getting bitten by dogs. 
There are two kinds of issues 
one faces. One is from stray 
dogs that roam the streets 
and lanes within the gated 
societies, and the other is 
the threat posed by varieties 
of dogs that are kept in family, 
but are not social with other 
members of the community. 
They serve more as status 
symbols than the love of the 
owners.

Keeping Pitbull, Rottwei-
ler, Bulldog, Doberman, and 
also German Shepherd is 
dangerous since these dogs 
are not kept in an apartment 
or a flat. They serve different 
purposes and keeping them 
in confines of the four walls 
is being unfair to their na-
ture. For their owners, they 
are status symbols. The sta-
tus of dog owner is directly 
proportional to the height 
and variety of the dog breed. 
But for others they become 
a menace. Not only they 
scare, but they also become 

dangerous if owners do not 
keep tabs and take them out 
without a leash. The creature 
of love becomes symbols of 
hate by those who get the 
bites. The reason is they are 
not exposed to human be-
ings as community dogs and 
when they get unleashed, 
they may create a ruckus in 
their freedom to roam.

Dogs have a special place 
in India. None of the villages 
would be complete without a 
stray dog that keeps guarding 
the villages and barks at the 
sign of danger. These dogs 
are social and stay as family 
and community dogs fed by 
villagers. There are hardly 
any complaints. Dogs and 
humans live peacefully.

Similarly, none of the urban 
streets would be complete 
without stray dogs. But it is 
not that every stray dog bites. 
They are territorial and bark 
at the approach of other dogs 
but they are very pally and 
playful with residents. Even 
the poorest of the families 
who may spend their nights 
on the streets make friend-
ship with dogs by feeding 

them. They do not own the 
dogs but the bond is too deep 
to be ignored.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had surprised every-
one by urging people to adopt 
Indian breed of dogs as pets. 
When the country had begun 
opening up after the corona 
lockdown, Modi in his 68th 
edition of “Mann ki Baat” 
in August 2020, exhorted 
the virtues of local breed of 
dogs. Experts endorsed this 
by attesting that local breed 
are more mixing, intelligent 
and with better immunity.

Stray dogs in most societies 
must have been vaccinated 
due to action of municipal 
authorities who take the 
dogs away, vaccinate them 
and bring them back to their 
local habitat. Every society 
is supposed to earmark a 
place for dog feeding so that 
dog lovers can go there and 
feed them instead of feeding 
at various places.

The same cannot be said 
about the varieties of dogs 
that come out for morning 
and evening walks with their 
owners making task of other 

morning walkers difficult. 
The dog owners are sup-
posed to take special care of 
the hygiene factor when they 
take the pets for a walk. But 
most do not take care causing 
a lot of inconvenience.

If you keep a dog, you must 
maintain discipline. Take 
these dogs for natural calls 
to designated places. En-
sure that our display of status 
symbols do not adversely im-
pact independence of others. 
If you scare children and the 
elderly, you are not doing any 
good to society. And in case of 
accidents, one must take the 
responsibilities. You cannot 
shirk away your account-
ability just because the law 
is not strong. The dog gives 
pleasure to your family and 
is a member of your family; 
hence, you must know the 
nature of the dog and take 
care that it does not become 
a nuisance.

Registration of dogs would 
ensure better compliance 
such as vaccination, better 
medical care and also enable 
authorities to know if you 
have kept a hunter dog in a 
flat. Society living demands 
greater responsibility. So far 
as stray dogs are concerned, 
every such dog that has be-
come ferocious are identified 
in society and they must be 
removed to better habitation 
lest they spoil other dogs. As 
society evolves and faces new 
challenges, it must evolve and 
ensure better compliance. It 
is time to empower RWA to 
devise their own rules for 
creating awareness among 
dog lovers.

Noida course corrects 
with rule on pet owners
Keeping in view dog bite incidents, registration of dogs would ensure better compliance 
such as vaccination and better medical care, and also enable authorities to know if 
you have kept a hunter dog in a flat. Society living demands greater responsibility.
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SOaRInG HIGH

According to the Chinese, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin did not tell Xi Jinping that he was going to invade 
Ukraine—presumably during Putin’s Beijing visit for 
the Winter Olympics—and that the Chinese were in a 
state of shock when it happened on 24 February 2022. 
To add some credibility to the claim, the Chinese official, 
while speaking to a British newspaper, asked, if they 
had known would they have allowed the killing of a few 
Chinese students in Ukraine. It’s a different matter that 
a claim of such deaths in March 2022 was emphatically 
denied by the Chinese state-run media. This is telling, 
firstly because it tells of the credulity of the western me-
dia, for it believes anything that comes out of the mouth 
of the Chinese; and secondly, it shows the “eagerness” 
of the Chinese to distance themselves from the Russian 
invasion, at least when western journalists are around, 
possibly to give Joe Biden enough room to manoeuvre 
ahead of Monday’s meeting between the US President 
and Xi Jinping in Bali on the sidelines of the G20 sum-
mit. This becomes obvious from another media report, 
where a US official was quoted as saying that at Sunday’s 
East Asia Summit held in Cambodia, Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang spoke extensively on China’s “discomfort” with 
the “reckless rhetoric and activity on the part of Russia”. 
Li also apparently “put clear emphasis on sovereignty, on 
the irresponsibility of nuclear threats, the need to ensure 
that nuclear weapons are not used in the way that some 
(obviously, Putin) have suggested”.

This is amazing, given that just two weeks ago, China 
issued a statement on Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s tel-
ephonic conversation with Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov, saying, “China will…firmly support Russia 
in rallying and leading the Russian people under the 
leadership of President Putin to achieve strategic devel-
opment goals against all the odds and disturbance, and 
to further establish Russia’s status as a major country 
on the international stage. Wang noted that both China 
and Russia are fully entitled to seeking its own develop-
ment and revitalization, and this is fully consistent with 
the trend of the times.” This seems like a classic case of 
China perfecting the art of speaking with different voices 
to suit the audience.

This being the context, it was small mercy that the 
White House readout of Monday’s meeting between 
Biden and Xi made all the right noises about the United 
States continuing “to compete vigorously with the PRC” 
by “aligning efforts with allies and partners”, while keep-
ing lines of communication open so that the “compe-
tition” does not “veer into conflict”. The meeting also 
discussed addressing “transnational challenges” such as 
“climate change, global macroeconomic stability includ-
ing debt relief, health security, and global food security”. 
Among other things, President Biden raised issues of 
China’s human rights violations in Xinjiang, Tibet, and 
Hong Kong, apart from objecting to “the PRC’s coercive 
and increasingly aggressive actions toward Taiwan”. The 
topic of Ukraine was also raised, with both underscoring 
“their opposition to the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons in Ukraine”. The readout ended by saying Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken would travel to China “to 
follow up on their discussions”.

The Chinese side, on its part, talked of managing dif-
ferences, advancing cooperation, avoiding misunder-
standing and miscalculation to bring China-US relations 
back on the right track. As Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Mao Ning said in a press briefing on Mon-
day, “We hope that the US will work with China in the 
spirit of mutual respect, and play a responsible role in 
safeguarding world stability and development.” This is 
quite a contrast to Xi’s warning to Biden during a virtual 
meet in July 2022 that “those who play with fire will 
eventually get burned”, with reference to Taiwan, even 
though the US had not strayed from adhering to Beijing’s 
One China policy.

So what has changed in these three-four months for Xi 
to temper his tone? Is it because of the severe economic 
trouble that China is increasingly sinking in under Xi? 
Is Xi’s “outreach” to Biden actually a ploy of buying time 
that allows him to recuperate and gather strength, before 
he goes back to being all fire and brimstone? Is China 
seeking some concessions from the US, including per-
haps in the domain of semiconductors? The ban imposed 
by the Biden government on the export of semiconductor 
chips and high-tech equipment has the potential to kill 
China’s semiconductor industry. Is China seeking the 
immediate lifting of tariffs that were imposed by Don-
ald Trump on products worth more than $360 billion, 
tariffs that are hurting China? There is another school of 
thought that says Xi is using Monday’s meeting to size up 
Biden and see how serious he is about defending Taiwan, 
in case of an invasion of that island nation by China.

Also, what does bringing US-China relations back on 
track signify? That the US will continue with its decades-
old soft-on-China policy, with the recent “tough” actions 
being mere blips? That Biden’s tough words are meant for 
the gallery and not for action? President Biden should not 
forget that China is like the leopard that does not change 
its spots. A mellower Xi does not mean that he is not 
seeking to be Emperor Xi of a future “Middle Kingdom”, 
trying to rewrite the world with Chinese Communist 
characteristics; or that he is not trying to dislodge the 
US to become the world’s sole superpower; or that the 
history of last few years’ disruption can be forgotten. That 
nothing has changed is obvious from the way Xi is prop-
ping up Putin and helping his war efforts in Ukraine, 
or the way he is continuing with his aggression and his 
political warfare against the whole world. Biden will 
trust Xi at his own peril.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
BIDEN-XI MEETING

MR BIDEn, CHIna wILL 
nOt CHanGE ItS SPOtS

According to reports, India 
would supply the “Pinaka” 
multi-rocket launcher sys-
tem, which can fire a salvo of 
12 HE rockets in 44 seconds, 
to Armenia besides anti-tank 
missiles and a variety of am-
munition as part of a pack-
age agreement. The complete 
details of these armaments 
have not yet been disclosed. 
“Pinaka” saw service dur-
ing the Kargil War, where it 
was successful in neutralis-
ing enemy positions on the 
mountaintops.

While the deal’s value 
has not been disclosed, the 
reports claim armaments 
worth $250 million or INR 
2,000 crore would be sold 
over the next few months. 
The deal was signed earlier 
this month and supplies are 
to be fast-tracked. It is not the 
first time that Armenia has 
received weapons equip-

ment from India. In 2020, 
India triumphed over Rus-
sia and Poland in a $40 mil-
lion defence agreement with 
Armenia providing it with 
four indigenous “Swathi” 
counter-battery radars.

This disclosure comes days 
after India called on the “ag-
gressor side” in fresh fighting 
along the Armenia-Azerbai-
jan border to “immediately 
cease hostilities” without 
directly naming Azerbai-
jan. Latest fighting erupted 
between the two sides on 13 
September.

india’s defence 
exports
Meanwhile, it seems the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijan conflict 
has helped India to boost 
its arms exports. Accord-
ing to reports India recently 
announced figures for the 
highest-ever defence export 
growth that swelled by a stag-
gering 334% over the last five 
years.

In fact, India is chasing an 
even higher target. In 2020, 
the Modi government had set 
a target of Rs 35,000 crore ($ 
5 billion) export in aerospace, 
and defence goods and ser-
vices in the next five years. 
This is part of the turnover of 
Rs 1.75 lakh crore ($25 billion) 
in defence manufacturing by 

2025 that the government is 
aiming to achieve. India’s 
defence exports touched a 
record Rs 13,000 crore in 
2021-22, “eight times” of what 
it was around five years ago.

Besides the strategic im-
portance of the deal with 
Armenia, the export order 
is a boost for the indigenous 
defence industry with the 
Indian government keen to 
increase the value of Indian 
arms exports.

India had also signed a con-
tract with the Philippines in 
January 2022 for the sale 
of BrahMos missiles. Cur-
rently, India exports defence 
equipment to 75 countries 
and these include weapon 
simulators, tear gas launcher, 
torpedo loading mechanism, 
alarm monitoring and con-
trol, night vision monocular 
& binocular, light-weight 
torpedo and fire control sys-
tems, armoured protection 
vehicle, weapons locating 
radar, high-frequency radio, 
coastal surveillance radar 
among others.

armenia-
azerbaijan 
conflict
The issue of the conclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh has al-
ways been the bone of con-
tention between Armenia 

and Azerbaijan ever since 
the two countries became 
independent republics, after 
gaining independence from 
the erstwhile USSR. The 
disputed region of Nagorno-
Karabakh lies in Azerbai-
jan and is inhabited mostly 
by ethnic Armenians. The 
conflict escalated into a full-
scale war in the early 1990s 
which later transformed into 
a low-intensity conflict until 
four-day escalation in April 
2016 and then into another 
full-scale war in 2020.

A ceasefire signed in 1994 in 
Bishkek was followed by two 
decades of relative stability, 
which significantly deterio-
rated along with Azerbaijan’s 
increasing frustration with 
the status quo, at odds with 
Armenia’s efforts to cement it.

Azerbaijan, for one, has 
received backing from its 
traditional allies and sup-
porters, Turkey and Israel. 
During the 2020 skirmish 
between the two combat-
ants, Baku turned the tide in 
its favour by overwhelmingly 
deploying Turkish Bayraktar 
and Israeli kamikaze drones. 
While Armenia has often 
turned to Russia for sup-
port, Moscow’s preoccupa-
tion with the on-going war 
against Ukraine has resulted 
in not a very supportive re-

sponse, this time. In the face 
of rising hostilities and little 
military aid, the defence deal 
with India may prove to be a 
shot in the arm for a belea-
guered Armenia.

azerbaijan-
turkey-pak ties
India’s military assistance 
for Armenia comes against 
the backdrop of its regional 
rival’s bonhomie with Azer-
baijan. Pakistan has consis-
tently backed Azerbaijan 
in the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict and has refused to 
establish diplomatic ties and 
legally recognise Armenia as 
an independent state. Azer-
baijan is seen by many as part 
of an emerging axis with Tur-
key and Pakistan. It has used 
Turkish drones to fight war 
against Armenia, and is also 
in talks with Pakistan to buy 
the JF-17 fighter aircraft.

In 2017, Turkey, Azerbaijan, 
and Pakistan had signed a 
Trilateral Ministers Agree-
ment that established secu-
rity cooperation, and built 
upon previous bilateral 
military aid arrangements. 
These three countries also 
conducted a joint exercise 
named ‘Three Brothers’ last 
year.

The rise of Azerbaijan with 
increased Turkey-Pakistan 

military cooperation is a di-
rect warning to India. Azer-
baijan has acquired many 
deadly weapons by increas-
ing friendship with Turkey 
and Pakistan in the name 
of Islam. Indian fears that 
other countries may also go 
along this route in the name 
of Islamic countries are not 
unfounded.

However, despite these 
developments, an interest-
ing fact is that India has 
stronger economic ties with 
Azerbaijan than with Arme-
nia. Indian company ONGC 
has also invested heavily in 
Azerbaijan’s gas sector. The 
Indian bilateral trade with 
Azerbaijan in 2019 stood at 
$1093 million, while with Ar-
menia it was only $48 million 
in 2020.

Broadly this latest defence 
deal will place India as one 
of the emerging global pow-
ers with rising defence ex-
ports capability. In addition 
it will also allow it to play a 
significant role in the central 
Asian republics and region-
ally, both.
Asad Mirza is a New Delhi-
based political commentator. He 
was associated with BBC Urdu 
Service and Khaleej Times 
and writes on Indian Muslims, 
educational, international, in-
terfaith and current affairs.

Deal to export rocket launchers to Armenia 
boosts India’s growing defence exports
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Dogs have a special place in India. None 
of the villages would be complete without 
a stray dog that keeps guarding the 
villages and barks at the sign of danger. 
These dogs are social and stay as family 
and community dogs fed by villagers. 
There are hardly any complaints. 
Dogs and humans live peacefully.
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Uttarakhand high CoUrt

The Uttarakhand High Court 
in the case Surjeet Kumar v. 
State of Uttarakhand ob-
served and has passed an 
order for granting short 
term bail for a period of two 
weeks to a rape accused for 
the purposes of getting mar-
ried to the victim.

The Single bench compris-
ing of Justice Ravindra Mai-
thani observed in the case 
that this being not a simplic-
iter case of rape but the par-
ties were engaged and it was 
thereafter that the accused 
established physical relations 
with the victim, thus, before 
the arrangement went south.

The High Court stated that 

in the rape case simpliciter, 
the Court may not encour-
age marriage between the 
parties but this being not a 
case simpliciter of rape. As 
per the FIR lodged, first 
parties had engaged and the 
marriage was fixed. Howev-
er, the applicant established 
physical relations and, sub-
sequently, declined to marry 
the victim but now it is been 
stated that the applicant and 
the victim both are getting 

married. This court is of the 
view, while considering hav-
ing facts and circumstances 
of the case that it is a case in 
which the applicant should 
be granted short term bail for 
a period of 2 weeks.

In the present case, Surjeet 
Kumar, the applicant was in 
a judicial custody in a case 
registered under Section 
376 of the Indian Penal 
Code, 1860. The present 
application was moved by 

him wherein seeking short 
term bail on the ground 
that he and the victim were 
getting married.

The court observed that 
as per the FIR, the rape 
victim and the applicant 
had befriended each other 
and their marriage had been 
fixed. It is being after that 
the physical relations were 
established by the accused 
with the victim, after which 
he declined to marry her.

granted Short time Bail to rape aCCUSed to 
marry ViCtim; ‘not SimpliCiter CaSe of rape, 
partieS Were engaged’
TDG NeTwork

It is often said that idea 
of complete justice and 
sustainable develop-

ment can only be achieved 
when the person standing 
at the extreme last of the 
line is provided with equal 
opportunities to excel in his 
life without any prejudice 
or discrimination. With this 
objective, the NDA govern-
ment introduced the 103rd 
constitutional amendment 
act in the parliament in 2019 
by amending Articles 15-16 
of the Indian Constitution. 
This amendment provides 
10% reservation in jobs and 
admissions in educational 
institutions for aspirants 
belonging to economically 
weaker sections. The amend-
ment brought changes in two 
articles; clause 6 of aforesaid 
articles was introduced. This 
provision is said to be enact-
ed to promote the welfare 
of the sections that are not 

economically well-versed 
and financially strong and 
not the beneficiaries of the 
traditional caste-based reser-
vation policy provided for SC, 
ST & others. It is pertinent 
to note here that the amend-
ment enables both Central 
and State Governments to 
provide the reservation to 
the EWS category.

On January 2019, The de-
partment of personnel and 
training issued a circular 
to all the union ministries 
and departments notifying 
the 10% reservation would 
be applicable for the EWS 
category in new vacancies 
and admissions. All the cri-
teria and basis to claim the 
said reservation were clearly 
explained in the notification 
which includes the family in-
come, possession of the house 
and lands & properties, etc.

Right from the introduc-
tion of EWS Reservation 

Apex Court has been flooded 
with more than 40 petitions 
challenging its validity and 
alleging the said enactment 
inconsistent with the Basic 
structure of the Indian Con-
stitution. Recently Apex 
court gave its verdict in the 
case of Janhit Abhiyan v 
Union of India with 32 con-
nected matters, W.P. (C)no 
55/2019; the present petition 
mainly challenged the valid-
ity of the Constitution (103rd) 
Amendment act,2019. Ini-
tially, the petition was heard 
by the 3judges bench where 
it was held that the petition 
involves questions regarding 
the interpretation of the Con-
stitution, it was transferred to 
the 5judges bench. The newly 
amended article 15(6) enables 
the State to make special 
provisions for the advance-
ment and upliftment of any 
economically weaker section 
of citizens including reserva-
tions in the educational insti-
tutions; minority institutions 
being the exception covered 
under Article 30(1) of the 
Indian Constitution. The 
amendment categorically 
made it clear that reserva-
tion under this enactment 
shall not exceed 10% of the 
statutory limit, the same will 
be in addition to the existing 
50% reservation. After get-
ting a rough idea about the 
enactment in the controversy 
it is important to understand 
what the issues raised before 
the Apex court. The issues 
are as follows;

Whether the enactment 
violates the basic structure 
of the Constitution by pro-
viding reservation solely on 
the basis of financial criteria 
or not?

Whether the amendment 

violates the basic structure 
by excluding the SC & ST 
poor from the EWS provi-
sion or not?

Whether the enactment 
breaches the statutory limit 
of 50% ceiling limit or not?

In the present petition, 
the Apex court upheld the 
constitutional validity of 
the enactment with the 3:2 
ratios where CJI UU Lalit & 
Justice Ravindra Bhatt gave 
the dissenting opinion. The 
three judges held that the 
103rd amendment is consti-
tutionally valid & not viola-
tive of the basic structure on 
any abovementioned issues. 
It was further held that res-
ervation is an instrument 
of affirmative action by the 
state to ensure the inclusion 
of all and it can’t be held that 
only caste-based inclusion is 
required.

In the minority judgment, 
it was held that any enabling 
provision shall not be consid-
ered outside the ambit of ju-
dicial scrutiny; the provision 
may violate the basic struc-
ture. While dealing with the 
issue; of whether the exclu-
sion of SC&ST in the EWS 
policy is violative of Basic 
structure, the majority held 
that such exclusion does have 
a significant reason behind 
this and SC & ST already 
provided with the affirmative 
actions by the State in the ex-
isting reservation regime and 
there is no point of providing 
them with the double benefit 
and same shall be considered 
as the reasonable classifica-
tion. It was further held that 
whenever the Parliament 
wishes to implement any 
affirmative action for a tar-
geted group, the same has to 
be done by the exclusion of 

others. The same principle 
of exclusion has been ap-
plied to the affirmative action 
of the reservation to SEBCs 
and OBCs. Just as equals as 
unequal, unequal cannot 
be treated equally. Treating 
unequal, equally shall be a 
violation of equality under 
the constitution. 

After dealing with the con-
cept of basic structure it is 
important to understand 
what is the basic structure 
of the Indian Constitution 
and how learned judges have 
interpreted the same in many 
landmark cases,
According o Edmund 

Burke (the Father of Con-
servatism), “A Constitution 
is an ever-developing thing 
and is continuously ongo-
ing as it embodies the spirit 
of the nation. The impact 
of the past enriches it now 
and makes the future richer 
than the present.  As we all 
know that parliament has the 
amending power because the 
constitution has been made 
in the 1950s and from time 
to time society is changing so 
our constitution also needs 
to change.  So the amending 
power of the constitution by 
our parliament is given in art 
368 of our Indian constitu-
tion but with certain limita-
tions. Article 368 falls under 
part XX of our Indian and art 
368 basically provides three 
types of the amendment. 
When we talk about where 
the idea of basic structure it 
came first time in the case of  
Keshvanand bharti case in 
the year 1973.  And from than 
supreme court that is we can 
say the translator of our In-
dian constitution keeps eye 
on all the amendments which 
are done by our legislature 

i.e. our parliament if we talk 
about what was the position 
before the keshvananda case 
the authority of parliament 
to amend the constitution 
and especially the funda-
mental right part was being 
challenged in 1951 regarding 
and ownership and property.  
The keshvananda case laid 
the basic jurisprudence on 
how the amending power of 
the Indian constitution will 
work and how parliament 
will interpret it. And the most 
important and basic part of 
this judgment was the opin-
ion of justice Khanna he said 
that the power of amendment 
is limited to what our consti-
tution is saying and parlia-
ment is not in any capacity to 
alter its basic structure, and 
parliament does not have an 
unlimited power regarding 
amendment in any situation.   
And the effect of this judg-
ment was immediately used 
in the 24th amendment how-
ever one condition which was 
in favor of parliament was 
that parliament could only 
change fundamental rights 
subjects to the general con-
straint of the constitution’s 
basic structure and that is 
not being amendable. The 
basic significance of this case 
was that in golak nath they 
viewed that we can’t amend 
any of the fundamental rights 
but keshvananda provides 
a little flexibility in that we 
can’t include all the funda-
mental rights as a constitu-
tion’s basic design and we 
can consider only those that 
contain part of basic struc-
ture essence.  Keshvananda 
do overrule the golak nath 
one but it didn’t reestablish 
any parliament supremacy. 
Golaknath fully emphasized 

that in any circumstances we 
can’t amend the fundamental 
right part but keshvananda 
said that there are some pro-
visions in our constitution 
which is equally important 
and if they also form the 
basic structure then that is 
also amendable and parlia-
ment cant rewrite the whole 
constitution with the help of 
art 368. And by invalidating 
the 31-c part this judgments 
also  prevented the state leg-
islature  to  interfere  in the 
power of judicial review and 
said that it will remain with 
the court and none of any 
judicial review  will  destroy 
this .when we talk about re-
cent judgment where keshva-
nanda case was being used 
is that it  in the IR  Coelho   
case  the main issue of the 
case was how much judicial 
scrutiny  can be applied  to 
a constitutional amendment  
in other word the main issue 
of the  case was that  if any 
law which violate  art 14,19,31 
can  that be included in 9th 
schedule  or can it be declared 
void so  our honorable  court 
declared that no absolute im-
munity is not available  and 
the law which is included in 
9th schedule  were unable to 
avoid judicial review based 
on  rights outlined in  part 
III and court also held that 
if we are putting  any law in 
9th schedule  we have to keep 
a check on that too .and this 
judgment added a new direc-
tion to the definition  of what 
actually a   basic structure is . 

After that, the court ex-
panded this ir Coelho in the 
case of Nagaraj case and it 
was held that a fundamen-
tal framework need not to 
be contained exactly in the 
language of the constitution.  

Court also defines the thin 
line difference between the 
essence of the rights test and 
the rights test .and it can be 
concluded that the definition 
and the meaning of basic 
structure got changed from 
time to time from the 1970s 
to 2022 with the addition 
of rights and subtraction of 
rights thus the basic struc-
ture which we are witnessing 
today is the result of years of 
court interpretations and its 
related constitutional frame-
work.

The bench held that it is 
constitutionally valid to treat 
the economically weaker 
section as a separate class. 
While holding the majority 
judgment various interna-
tional conventions have a 
relationship with economic 
disability this inclusion held 
correct to fulfill Obligations 
under those conventions. 

The landmark case of 
Corcocraft v. Pan American 
airways;1969(1) ALL ER 
was also mentioned where 
lord Denning held that it is 
the duty and obligation of 
the courts to construe and 
interpret the legislations in 
consistency with the pur-
view of the International 
laws and not in conflict with 
it.

The present verdict by the 
Apex court can be consid-
ered a significant win for the 
current NDA government 
as well, it was alleged by the 
opposition that the aforesaid 
enactment is nothing more 
than a sham and trick to win 
the 2019 General elections. It 
was in fact a true litmus test 
of the Government regard-
ing the inherent respect for 
the constitution and statu-
tory institutions.

reSerVation

eWS reSerVation, 103rd 
ConStitUtional amendment: analySiS

The Supreme Court agreed 
to hear a petition filled, 
wherein challenging the 
recent notification of the 
Union Government which 
authorised the sale of fresh 
tranche of electoral bonds 
for the assembly elections 
in Himachal Pradesh and 
Gujarat.

The present plea was 
mentioned before the bench 
comprising of Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud 
for urgent listing. 

The counsel seeks urgent 
listing stating that the sale 
of Electoral Bonds will be 
over soon.

The CJI Chandrachud told 
the Lawyer, We will list the 
matter before the appropri-

ate Bench.
Adding to which, the coun-

sel pressed, But, they are is-
suing...against the scheme 
and It will get over.

The CJI assured, The Court 
will list the matter.

The court noted that few 
petitions are pending in the 
Supreme Court challenging 
the provisions of Finance 
Act 2017 which paved the 

way for anonymous elec-
toral bonds. The bench com-
prising of Justices BR Gavai 
and BV Nagarathna on Octo-
ber 14 had posted those peti-
tions to December 6.

Accordingly, the Supreme 
Court in March 2021, had re-
jected an application to stay 
the sale of electoral bonds 
ahead of the assembly polls 
in certain states.

SUpreme CoUrt

plea Challenging Centre’S reCent 
notifiCation alloWing eleCtoral Bond’S Sale 
for pollS in gUjarat, himaChal pradeSh
TDG NeTwork

The Single bench comprising of Justice Ravindra Maithani 
observed in the case that this being not a simpliciter case 
of rape but the parties were engaged and it was thereafter 
that the accused established physical relations with the 
victim, thus, before the arrangement went south.
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Forbes, a prestigious 
American business 
magazine, has in-

cluded three Indian women 
in the list of 20 Asia’s Power 
Businesswomen in its latest 
issue. It is a matter of pride 
for anyone to figure in any 
list of Forbes Magazine. Its 
publication started in 1917 
and eight issues come out in 
a year. For three years (2019, 
2020 and 2021), Forbes in-
cluded India’s finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman in 
the list of 100 Most Influen-
tial Women in the world.

This year, the three Indian 
women who have been in-
cluded in the Asia’s Power 
Businesswomen 2022 list 
of 20 women trailblazers 
are the chairperson of Steel 

Authority of India Limited 
(SAIL) Soma Mondal, the 
executive director (India 
business) of Emcure Phar-
maceuticals Namita Thapar 
and the co-founder and 
chief innovation officer of 
Honasa Consumer Private 
Limited Ghazal Alagh. The 
important thing is that only 
those women have been 
given a place in this list who 
have succeeded in expand-
ing their businesses over-
coming the odd conditions 
due to Covid-19 pandemic. 
It is noteworthy that apart 
from being the first woman 
functional director of SAIL, 
Soma Mondal is also its first 
woman chairperson. Soma 
Mondal, Namita Thapar 
and Ghazal Alagh scripted 
new stories of success in 
very difficult times due to 
their foresight. It is certainly 
a matter of pride for all of 
us. Previously, Forbes India 
had included several women 
business leaders including 
Hemalatha Annamalai (Am-
pere Electric), Falguni Nair 
(Nykaa), Aditi Gupta (Men-
strupedia), Kiran Mazum-
dar Shaw (Biocon India), 
Vani Kola (Kalaari Capital), 

Radhika Aggarwal (Shop-
Clues), Shuchi Mukherjee 
(LimeRoad) and Roshni Na-
dar Malhotra in its list. There 
are many other names who 
have figured in the list of suc-
cessful women too.

If we look at the pages of 
history, the daughters of In-
dia have scaled new peaks 
of success in every era. King 
Prithviraj Chauhan, famous 
for his bravery, talked about 
the respect and power of 
women in his time. We all 
know about the reign of 
Ahilyabai Holkar, Rani Lak-
shmibai or Razia Sultana. In 
the post-independence era, 
who can forget Indira Gan-
dhi who fought a big battle 
and carved out a new coun-
try? Talking about today, 
our daughters are scripting 
stories of success in every 
field right from space, sci-
ence and technology to the 
Olympics. They are proving 
their mettle by occupying 
top positions in the fortune 
companies of the world. The 
time will also come when the 
command of India’s Army, 
Air Force and Navy will also 
be in the hands of women. 
The CDS will be a woman 
too! By the year 2050, we 
would have become the third 
largest economic power in 
the world and the women 
would be playing the biggest 
role in all of this. Notably, 
the women will write suc-
cess stories in keeping with 
their culture. Remember 
that changing the dress does 
not change the culture. For, 
culture is an intrinsic power.

Statistics show that more 
than 18 per cent of the mi-
cro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs) in the 
country are run by women. 
More than 23 per cent of 
the workforce is working in 
these 18 per cent enterpris-
es. Let me remind you that 
the contribution of MSMEs 

to the country’s GDP has ex-
ceeded 29 per cent. The data 
from the National Sample 
Survey shows that the total 
share of women in commer-
cial establishments in differ-
ent states across the country 
is still not more than 14 per 
cent. Interestingly, women 
from Northeast and South 

India are ahead. In other 
states, business establish-
ments are less in the hands 
of women. It is necessary to 
change this scenario. When 
Dr Manmohan Singh was 
the finance minister and 
when the country was be-
ing moulded according to 
the market, policies were 

framed for women too. As 
Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi also recognised wom-
en’s capabilities and policies 
have been designed accord-
ingly. The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India, i.e. 
SEBI, has made it mandato-
ry to have one woman direc-
tor in every listed company. 
This has increased the num-
ber of women in businesses 
but it cannot be seen as their 
full participation. The ques-
tion is, are all such women 
able to use their powers? 
I know many business-
women who have used their 
authority and expanded the 
company but this is not the 
case everywhere.

I would like to mention 
here that in developed 
countries like America 
and Japan, no woman has 
reached the highest seat of 
leadership. But here in In-
dia, Pratibhatai Patil and 
Droupadi Murmu have 
occupied the post of Presi-
dent, and Indira Gandhi 
was the Prime Minister for 
long. Even in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh, which were 
once part of India, women 
have climbed the pinnacle 
of leadership. I believe that 
women have immense pow-
er and a unique ability to 
lead. Rather, they are more 
competent than men; it’s 
just a matter of chance! To-
day, at many places across 
the country, girls are forced 
to leave school. Foeticide has 
reduced but the stigma has 
not disappeared. The basic 
problems faced by women 
will have to be done away 
with. Women who are en-
gaged in innovations will 
have to be given a chance. 
The report on Women’s En-
trepreneurship in India says 
that 15 crore to 17 crore new 
employment opportunities 
can be created if entrepre-
neurship among women 
is encouraged holistically. 
The biggest thing is that the 
whole society will have to 
shed its conservative think-
ing. Do it once and see how 
high our daughters fly!

The author is the chairman, 
Editorial Board of Lokmat 
Media and former member of 
Rajya Sabha.

Three Indian women figuring in the Forbes’ list of 20 Asia’s Power 
Businesswomen is a matter of pride for all of us. Our daughters 
are flying high on their own strength. History is witness that 
Indian women have an amazing intelligence, immense power 
and excellent leadership ability. All they need is a chance!
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The National Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (“NCLAT”), in the case Mr. 
Rakshit Dhirajlal Doshi v IDBI Bank 
Limited, the Principal Bench, compris-
ing of Judicial Member, Justice Anant 
Bijay Singh and the Technical Member, 
Mr. Barun Mitra observed while adju-
dicating in an appeal filed and has held 
that an appeal challenging the order 
initiating CIRP becomes infructuous if 
the Committee of Creditors decided to 
liquidate the Corporate Debtor and an 
application for the process of liquida-
tion has been filed.

Facts oF the case
The Appellant/Corporate Debtor, 
Doshion Private Limited had obtained 
financial assistance for an amount to 
Rs. 32.70 Crores from the IDBI Bank 
Ltd and the Consortium of various 
banks. The Respondent/Financial 
Creditor was a leading bank in the 
Consortium.

On 29.10.2015, the account of the Cor-
porate Debtor was declared as a Non-
Performing Asset. A petition was filled 
by the Financial Creditor after 3 years 
of NPA classification on 19.12.2018, 
under Section 7 of the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (“IBC”), 
wherein seeking initiation of Corpo-
rate Insolvency Resolution Process 
initiated against the Corporate Debtor. 
The plea was admitted vide order dated 
31.08.2021 by the Adjudicating Author-
ity and initiated CIRP. An appeal has 
been filled by the Corporate Debtor 
before NCLAT against the order dated 
31.08.2021.

contentions Made By 
appellant
It has been argued by the Appellant 

that the plea filled was not maintain-
able as the same has not been instituted 
by the Financial Creditor. The petition 
was instituted by Assistant General 
Manager (AGM) alleging as an Autho-
rized Signatory of the Bank. Moreover, 
no letter of authority or board resolu-
tion had been annexed along with the 
plea authorizing the AGM for initiating 
CIRP under Section 7 of IBC.

contentions Made By 
Respondent
It has been submitted by the Bank/
Financial Creditor that the AGM was 
authorized by General Manager of IDBI 
Bank. Further, it has been concluded 
by the Adjudicating Authority that the 
AGM was competent to file the Petition.

Further, it has been resolved by the 
Committee of Creditors for liquidating 
the Corporate Debtor. 

An application was filled by the Cor-
porate Debtor application under Sec-
tion 31 of IBC and the same is pending 
for consideration. Therefore, as the CoC 
by applying its commercial wisdom, 
had already proposed liquidation of 

the Corporate Debtor Company and the 
appeal has become infructuous.

nclat decisionw
It was observed by the bench that the 
appeal challenging the initiation of 
CIRP had become infructuous as the 
Coc has already decided to liquidate 
the Corporate Debtor. 

An application was also pending 
before the Adjudicating Authority for 
liquidation process of the Corporate 
Debtor.

The bench stated after hearing the 
parties and going through the plead-
ings made on behalf of the parties, the 
bench agrees with the reasons given 
by the Adjudicating Authority while 
passing the impugned order and it has 
been recommended by the CoC for 
liquidation of the Company for which 
I.A. is pending before the Adjudicating 
Authority, hence the said Appeal has 
become infructuous.

Accordingly, the bench affirmed the 
Order passed by the Adjudicating Au-
thority on 31.08.2021 and the bench 
dismissed the appeal.

The Supreme Court in the 
case C.C.E. And S.T., Surat 
I V. Bilfinder Neo Structo 
Construction Ltd observed 
and has directed the Union 
Government for ensuring 
that all filings by it in tax 
matters before the High 
Courts and Tribunals are in 
the e-filing mode. Further, 
it has been directed by the 
court that the operations of 
the Goods and Services Ap-
pellate Tribunal, which are 
being set up, are to be com-
pletely paperless right from 
the beginning.

The bench comprising of 
Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud and Justice JB 
Pardiwala observed and has 
ordered that this court is of 
the view that the Union Gov-
ernment must now take all 
expeditious steps for ensur-

ing that filing by the Union 
Government of all appeals 
and proceedings before the 
High Courts as well as the 
revenue tribunals including 
CESTAT and ITAT should 
take place in the mode of e-
filing. Accordingly, the High 
Court powered Committee 
shall proceed to take all the 
necessary steps to achieve 
the above goal so that e-fil-
ing can be made universal 
within a period of 3 months.

The issue of the Goods and 
Services Appellate Tribunal 
was flagged by Advocate 
Sharanya Lakshmikumaran 
and it was submitted that it 
would be appropriate f all 
filings right from the incep-
tion are in the electric mode. 

It has been stated by the 
bench that this suggestion 
is being “worthy of accep-
tance”.

In its order, the bench stat-
ed that the Union Govern-

ment shall therefore take 
necessary steps to ensure 
that while the modalities 
for the Tribunal are being 
put into place and it shall 
also be included by them 
the requirement that all fil-
ing shall be in the electronic 
form exclusively and the 
Tribunal shall be entirely 
paperless in its operations.

Further, the bench direct-
ed that the Union to apprise 
the decision taken in this 
regard on the next date of 
hearing.

CJI Chandrachud orally 
remarked Additional Solici-
tor General Balbir Singh that 
we should be targeting that 
the GST Tribunal should be 
completely paperless.

In the present case, the 
bench was considering a 
revenue appeal in which it 
had earlier taken up the is-
sues for reducing the delays 
in filing of the revenue ap-

peals by the departments. 
On August 27, 2021, the 

Supreme Court had consti-
tuted a committee for the 
purpose of facilitating the 
objective for ensuring that 
the litigation involving the 
Union of India and Tribu-
nals which are constituted 
under revenue legislation 
are being duly monitored 
to provide seamless integra-
tion at all stages by adopting 
Information and Communi-
cation Technology (ICT).

It has been submitted by 
ASG Balbir Singh, a note 
of suggestions of which the 
bench directed to be made 
part of the order. It has also 
been observed by the bench 
that the revenue appeals are 
being generally filed in time 
of late.  

Further, the CJI stated that 
we are seeing less of applica-
tions seeking condonation 
of delay.

A giant leap for women biz 
leaders!

NCLAT Delhi: Appeal against 
initiation of CIRP becomes 
infructuous, CoC initiates liquidation

Supreme Court to Centre: Adopt e-Filling in All 
tAx CASeS BeFore HCS And revenue triBunAlS, 
mAke gSt AppellAte triBunAl pAperleSS

Inclusion of three Indian women in Forbes’ Asia list is certainly a matter of great pride.

Women empoWerment

iBC in Court

opinion
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Turkey’s Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu on Monday said 
that the person, who planted the bomb on Istanbul’s Istiklal 
Street that killed at least six people, has been arrested, accord-
ing to state-run Anadolu agency’s English-language Twitter 
account. In the Istanbul attack, at least 81 people were injured 
when an explosion rocked the busy pedestrian street. Turkish 
Vice President Fuat Oktay called it a “terrorist attack.” “We 
consider it to be a terrorist act as a result of an attacker, whom 
we consider to be a woman, detonating the bomb,” CNN quoted 
Oktay as saying on Sunday.

The blast occurred on the pedestrian tourist street Istiklal on 
Sunday afternoon. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said that the death toll from the explosion rose to six.

Turkish Justice Minister Bekir Bozdag said that CCTV footage 
shows a woman sitting on a bench for more than 40 minutes 
and then getting up one or two minutes before the explosion, 
leaving a bag or plastic bag behind. He further informed that 
earlier, a woman, who was suspected of being involved in the 
attack, was kept in custody. Bozdag, who made the comments 
in an interview with privately-owned A Haber news channel, 
said Turkish security forces believe the woman is the suspect, 
and officials are investigating her, according to CNN.
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midair collision

6 killed as two World 
War-era planes collide 
at Texas airshow

Six people died after two World War II-era military planes 
collided in mid-air and crashed during an airshow in Dallas, 
Texas, CNN reported.

The spokesperson of the Dallas County Medical Examiner’s 
office said, “We can confirm that there are six (fatalities).” More 
than 40 fire rescue units responded to the scene after the two 
vintage planes - a Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress and a Bell P-63 
Kingcobra - went down during the Wings Over Dallas airshow.

Dallas’s mayor described the video footage of the crash as 
“heartbreaking,” the planes are seen breaking apart in mid-
air after the collision, then hitting the ground within seconds, 
before bursting into flames, reported CNN.

The mid-air collision was reported at 1:25 pm local time 
(19:25 GMT) on Saturday, rescue services told the WFAA 
broadcaster. The Allied Pilots Association - the labour union 
representing American Airlines pilots - has identified two 
pilot retirees and former union members among those killed 
in the collision.

Former members Terry Barker and Len Root were crew on 
the B-17 Flying Fortress during the airshow, the APA said on 
social media, according to CNN.

“Our hearts go out to their families, friends, and colleagues 
past and present,” the union said. The APA is offering profes-
sional counselling services at their headquarters in Fort Worth 
following the incident. Two World War II-era aeroplanes col-
lided in mid-air, turning the commemorative Veterans Day 
weekend event into a scene of horror, the New York Times 
reported. 

Sources told WFAA that a B-17 heavy bomber was involved 
in the incident, while the make of the second plane is uncer-
tain. Debris from the crash fell on a nearby highway.

The broadcaster said that local authorities have no informa-
tion on the condition of the pilots. 

US President Joe Biden 
raised human rights 
issues in Tibet dur-

ing his talks with Xi Jinping 
at Bali in Indonesia on Mon-
day ahead of the Group of 20 
Summit with concerns about 
Beijing’s practices in Xinjiang 
and Hong Kong also figuring 
in the meeting.

A White House statement 
said that President Biden 
also raised US objections 
to China’s “coercive and in-
creasingly aggressive actions 
toward Taiwan”. He said one 
China policy of the US has 
not changed but Washing-
ton opposes any unilateral 
changes to the status quo by 
either side.

“President Biden raised 
concerns about PRC prac-
tices in Xinjiang, Tibet, and 
Hong Kong, and human 
rights more broadly. On 

Taiwan, he laid out in detail 
that our one China policy 
has not changed, the United 
States opposes any unilateral 
changes to the status quo by 
either side, and the world 
has an interest in the main-
tenance of peace and stabil-
ity in the Taiwan Strait,” the 
statement said.

“He raised US objections to 
PRC’s coercive and increas-

ingly aggressive actions 
toward Taiwan, which un-
dermine peace and stability 
across the Taiwan Strait and 
in the broader region, and 
jeopardize global prosper-
ity,” it added. The US Presi-
dent raised ongoing concerns 
about “China’s non-market 
economic practices, which 
harm American workers and 
families, and workers and 

families around the world”. 
“He again underscored that 
it is a priority for us to re-
solve the cases of American 
citizens who are wrongfully 
detained or subject to exit 
bans in China,” the state-
ment said.

It said the two leaders spoke 
candidly about their respec-
tive priorities and intentions 
across a range of issues. Presi-
dent Biden explained that the 
United States will continue to 
compete vigorously with Chi-
na including by investing in 
sources of strength at home 
and aligning efforts with 
allies and partners around 
the world. He reiterated that 
this competition “should not 
veer into conflict” and under-
scored that the United States 
and China “must manage the 
competition responsibly and 
maintain open lines of com-
munication”. The two leaders 
discussed the importance of 
developing principles that 

would advance these goals 
and tasked their teams to 
discuss them further. Presi-
dent Biden also raised con-
cerns about North Korea’s 
“provocative behaviour, 
noted all members of the 
international community 
have an interest in encour-
aging the DPRK to act re-
sponsibly, and underscored 
the United States’ ironclad 
commitment to defending 
our Indo-Pacific Allies”. 
The two leaders exchanged 
views on key regional and 
global challenges. “President 
Biden raised Russia’s brutal 
war against Ukraine and 
Russia’s irresponsible threats 
of a nuclear use. President 
Biden and President Xi reit-
erated their agreement that 
a nuclear war should never 
be fought and can never be 
won and underscored their 
opposition to the use or threat 
of use of nuclear weapons in 
Ukraine,” the statement said.

U.s. objections

biden raises hUman rights issUes in 
tibet dUring talks with Xi jinping
TDG NETWORK
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US President Joe Biden during talks with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping.

Chinese President Xi Jinping

Amid tensions with Tai-
wan, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s new order for the 
military to train in prepara-
tion for a “real war scenario” 
is seen as the country’s prepa-
ration for war and to flaunt 
its army but also reflects the 
weakness of China’s Commu-
nist Party, The Singapore Post 
reported citing critics.

Earlier, on 8 November, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping said 
that Beijing will strengthen 
military training and prepare 
for any war as the nation’s “se-
curity is increasingly unstable 
and uncertain.” The Chinese 
President made the declara-
tion during a visit to the joint 
operations command centre 
of the Central Military Com-
mission in Beijing, reported 
Sky News Australia. China 

will now strengthen its mili-
tary preparation for any war, 
Xi said, according to CCTV.

“The military should devote 
its energy to and carry out all 
its work for combat readiness, 
enhance its capability to fight 
and win,” Xi was quoted as 
saying. “Xi instructed the 
armed forces to study, publi-
cize and implement the guid-
ing principles of 20th CPC 
National Congress and take 
concrete actions to modernize 
national defence and the mili-
tary,” the report continued.

new order

‘amid tensions with 
taiwan, china getting 
ready for war’

The scene at Istiklal street of Central Istanbul in Turkey.

fatal eXplosion

Istanbul attack: At 
least six people killed, 
accused nabbed

asean sUmmit 

belt and road initiative back on track 
as china annoUnces new projects

China has announced ap-
proval for infrastructure 
projects in mainland South-
east Asia at this year’s round 
of Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
summits. Beijing’s an-
nouncement on Thursday 
indicated that Belt and Road 
initiative is back on agenda 
after almost three years due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
VOA News reported.

The infrastructure projects 
announced by China include 
a $1.6 billion expressway to 
be developed from Phnom 
Penh to Bavet at the Cambo-
dian - Vietnamese border. In 
addition, Beijing announced 
support for a rail link be-
tween Phnom Penh, Bang-
kok and Vientiane, from 
where a high-speed rail link 
has already been made into 
China, as per the VOA News 
report. During the signing 
ceremony, Cambodian Pub-
lic Works and Transport 
Minister Sun Chanthol said 

that the expressway will 
connect with Vietnam’s ex-
pressway between Ho Chi 
Minh City and the Moc Bai 
border gate with Bavet.

Chanthol said that both 
projects are expected to be 
completed by the end of 
2026 or early 2027. He said 
that the projects will help to 
create a key link with Asian 
Highway 1, connecting 
China through Myanmar 
to Thailand, Cambodia and 
Vietnam. Sun Chanthol an-
nounced that the length of 
the expressway will be 138 
kilometres and will include 
one long bridge. He said that 
the estimated cost for the 
construction of the express-
way is less than that of the 
Phnom Penh-Sihanoukville 
expressway.

On Wednesday, Cambo-
dian Prime Minister Hun 
Sen and Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiangon inaugurated the 
Chinese built, 187 kilome-
tres long expressway from 
the capital to Sihanoukville, 
which reduced the five-
hour-long road trip by half.

“The expressway will be 
138 kilometres long, with 
one long bridge,” VOA News 
quoted Sun Chanthol as say-
ing.

“The estimated cost is just 
a little less than that of the 
Phnom Penh-Sihanoukville 
Expressway, though its 
length is shorter,” he added.

As per the VOA News re-
port, the expressways are 
expected to connect the new 
Phnom Penh international 
airport, which is being built 
under the Belt and Road 
Initiative by the China Con-
struction Third Engineer-
ing Bureau Group Co. The 
Phnom Penh international 
airport is expected to be 
functional by 2025.

Chinese Premier Li Keq-
iangon signed off on 18 
protocols with Cambodia, 
including health care, and 
support for Phnom Penh 
which is hosting Southeast 
Asian Games next year. He 
announced assistance to 
improve the better the live-
lihoods of “Cambodian citi-
zens,” as per news report. 

‘height of fakery’

Russia denies report of 
Lavrov being taken to 
hospital at G20

Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakha-
rova on Monday denied the 
media reports of taking For-
eign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov to hospital with a heart 
condition and called it the 
“height of fakery,” several 
media reported.

Earlier, Associated Press, 
citing Indonesian officials, 
said that the Russian For-
eign Minister has been tak-
en to hospital after arriving 
in Indonesia. Soon after this 
report, Zakharova denied 
the report and said, “This, 
of course, is the height of 
fakery,” according to Arab 
News. Zakharova posted a 
video of Lavrov sitting out-
doors on a patio, dressed 
in shorts and a T-shirt and 
reading documents.

Asked about the report, 
Lavrov said Western jour-
nalists had been writing 

falsely for a decade that Pu-
tin was ill.

“This is a kind of game that 
is not new in politics,” Lav-
rov, 72, said with an ironic 
smile. “Western journalists 
need to be more truthful— 
they need to write the truth.”

After this news, Bali’s 
Governor, I Wayan Koster, 
said that Lavrov was in good 
health and had been in the 
hospital for a check-up, Arab 
News reported.

Earlier, Indonesian author-

ities, on Monday said that 
the Russian official has been 
taken to the hospital after 
suffering a health problem 
following his arrival for the 
Group of 20 summits in Bali.

Meanwhile, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin will not 
be attending in person the 
summit of leaders from the 
Group of 20 nations (G20) 
in Bali next week, CNN re-
ported citing the Russian 
embassy in Indonesia.

Yulia Tomskaya, the chief 
of protocol at the embassy 
said that Putin is still mak-
ing a decision on whether he 
will participate in one of the 
meetings virtually. Western 
nations and Ukraine have 
pressurised Indonesia, 
which is the G20 host, to 
condemn Moscow for its ac-
tions and withdraw its invi-
tation to Putin. 

However, Jakarta has 
resisted the pressure and 
intended to take a neutral 
position. 

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov

war of words

‘speaking ill of tUrkey’

imran khan says pakistan army can play 
constrUctive role in his fUtUre plans

erdogan’s opponents are indicted so that they are 
eXclUded from the presidential elections

The Pakistan Army can play a 
constructive role in his future 
plans for Pakistan, former 
PM Imran Khan has said. 

Khan is embroiled in a war 
of words with the country’s 
establishment, which has 
only gotten worse, following 
the assassination attempt 

on him this month. In an ap-
parent dig at the country’s 
army, Khan, in an interview 
with The Financial Times, 
said that even though the 
people give responsibility to 
the elected government, the 
authority lies somewhere 
else. “The army can play a 
constructive role in my fu-
ture plans for Pakistan,” he 
told the British daily. “But 

it has to be that balance. 
You cannot have an elected 
government which has the 
responsibility given by the 
people, while the authority 
lies somewhere else.” Paki-
stan President Arif Alvi, 
talked about his ‘backdoor’ 
efforts to reach out to all 
political players as well as 
the powers that be to find a 
workable solution.

The notoriously politicized 
Turkish Public Prosecu-
tors, apparently acting on 
the instructions of Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, have indicted several 
opponents of the President, 

seeking to prevent them 
from taking part in next 
year’s elections.

The mayor of Istanbul 
Ekrem Imamoglu, who is 
seen as one of the most pop-
ular opponents of Erdogan, 
and the leader of the main 
opposition Republican Par-
ty Kemal Kilicdaroglu have 

already been indicted for 
speaking ill of Turkey, and 
under the draconian laws 
of the country, if convicted, 
will be banned from taking 
part in the elections. Last 
Friday Turkish prosecu-
tors asked the court to jail 
mayor Imamoglu between 
15 months and four years 

“for insulting members of 
Turkey’s Supreme Electoral 
Council” back in March 
2019, when Imamoglu, a 
member of the Republican 
Party (CHP), succeeded in 
narrowly beating an ally of 
Erdogan and ended AKP’s 
20-year control of the mu-
nicipality of Istanbul. 

Former Pakistan PM Imran 
Khan.

top of the day

Zelenskyy visits 
newly-retaken 
kherson city
Kherson: Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy on Monday visited 
the newly-retaken Kher-
son city after the russian 
retreat. In a video circulat-
ing on Telegram, Zelensky 
told a group of reporters 
that he thought it was 
necessary to visit the city. 

“The military takes risks 
every day, journalists take 
risks,” he said. “I think it is 
necessary to be here and 
talk about Kherson resi-
dents to support people. 
To make them feel that we 
are not only talking about 
it, but we are really return-
ing, really raising our flag.”

“I would also like, in a 
human way, to get the 
emotion, the energy from 
people. It is motivating,” 
added Zelenskyy. 

6.1 magnitUde 
earthqUake 
strikes japan
ToKyo: An earthquake 
of 6.1 magnitudes on the 
ritcher scale occurred 
84Km south southeast of 
Toba, Japan on Monday, 
according to the United 
states Geological survey.
The earthquake occurred 
at around 1:38 pm IsT. “An 
earthquake with a magni-
tude of 6.1 on the richter 
scale hit 84 km south 
southeast of Toba, Japan 
today at 13:38:26 UTC,” 
UsGs updated on its site. 

‘U.s. can’t 
stop pak from 
pUrchasing 
rUssian oil’
IsLAMABAd: The 
United states cannot stop 
Pakistan from purchas-
ing russian oil, Pakistan 
Finance Minister Ishaq 
dar said on sunday. he 
made these remarks while 
addressing the Pakistan 
Muslim League - nawaz 
(PML-n) workers in dubai, 
The express Tribune 
newspaper reported. dar, 
during his visit to the Us 
last month, had a meeting 
with the officials of the 
Us state department in 
which the matter of oil 
purchase from russia was 
discussed. Citing India’s 
example, the Pakistani 
minister said that the min-
istry will try to purchase 
oil from russia on similar 
terms. “In the next few 
months, you will see that 
the government will take 
important steps in favour 
of Pakistan in this regard,” 
he said. This is not the first 
time that dar had made 
this remark.

aroUnd 190,000 
afghan refUgees 
deported from 
iran in last  
siX months
KABUL: As the atroci-
ties against the Afghan 
refugees in neighbouring 
countries are on the surge, 
around 190,000 Afghans 
have been deported from 
Iran within the past six 
months, ToLonews re-
ported citing the analysts.
According to the analysts, 
the lack of jobs in the 
country and human rights 
violations have forced 
people to fly to neighbour-
ing countries like Iran, and 
Turkey by unlawful means. 

“I hope our country is devel-
oped and job opportunities 
are created for youth. I 
have witnessed a lot of 
problems in Iran,” said a 
deportee, Abdul Ghafor.
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PAKISTANI COURT SUMMONS ISLAMABAD IG 
OVER ROAD CLOSURES DUE TO PTI PROTESTS

The Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) summoned the inspec-
tor general (IG) of Islamabad 
on Monday. The IG Islam-
abad was summoned after a 
petition was filed by traders 
against the closure of roads 
in Islamabad due to Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) pro-
tests and sit-ins, The Express 
Tribune reported. The judge’s 
decision comes after traders 

filed a petition against the clo-
sure of roads due to protests 
held by the Imran Khan-led 
PTI. 

Petitioners have requested 
that the court instruct the 
government to maintain traf-
fic flow on the roads, includ-
ing the motorway. During 
the hearing, IHC Chief Jus-
tice Amer Farooq said that 
the highway comes under 
the federal government. As 
per the Express Tribune re-

port, the Chief Justice asked 
why the government did not 
open roads for traffic. Amer 
Farooq stated that protests 
are taking place outside the 
Parliament and asked, “Why 
then do you stop them?”

He questioned the presence 
of containers in Islamabad. 
The court has directed the 
inspector general to present 
a report regarding the rallies 
held by PTI and the road clo-
sures in Islamabad. 

TRADERS’ PETITION
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CYBER-SECURITY

CHINA’S SURVEILLANCE CAMPAIGNS 
TARGETING UYGHURS: REPORT
C ybersecurity research-

ers have uncovered 
two new surveillance 

campaigns that are targeting 
Uyghurs in China and abroad, 
including messaging services, 
prayer time apps, and diction-
aries, according to a Lookout 
report citing its Threat Lab.

The two new surveillance 
campaigns were named Bad-
Bazaar and MOONSHINE by 
the researchers on Thursday. 
The other employs a previous-
ly disclosed tool, Moonshine, 
which was discovered by Citi-
zen Lab and observed target-
ing Tibetan activists in 2019. 

The surveillance and detain-
ment campaigns against Uy-
ghurs and other Turkic ethnic 
minorities have been opera-
tional for years, but they got 
the spotlight when the United 
Nations Human Rights Com-
missioner, Michelle Bachelet, 
released her report in August, 
which stated that China has 
committed “serious human 
rights violations” against the 
Uyghur and “other predomi-
nantly Muslim communities” 
in Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region (XUAR).

Published on Bachelet’s final 
day of her four-year term in 
office, the report said that the 
violations have taken place in 

the context of the Chinese gov-
ernment’s assertion that it is 
targeting terrorists among the 
Uyghur minority with a coun-
ter-extremism strategy that 
involves the use of so-called 
Vocational Educational and 
Training Centers (VETCs), or 
re-education camps.

On 31 October, 2022, about 
50 countries submitted a 
joint statement to the UN 
General Assembly condemn-
ing the Chinese government’s 
oppression of Uyghurs and 
other Turkic peoples in East 
Turkistan.

According to the East 
Turkistan Government in 
Exile (ETGE), the joint state-

ment issued on Monday is 
the largest group of states 
publicly condemning China’s 
ongoing atrocities in East 
Turkistan.

Many of the “pre-criminal” 
activities, which the authori-
ties in Xinjiang consider in-
dicative of religious extrem-
ism or separatism, can be 
tracked using mobile surveil-
lance tools such as BadBazaar 
and MOONSHINE. Some 
activities that may result in a 
user being detained include 
using a VPN, communicat-
ing with practising Muslims 
abroad, using religious apps, 
and using certain messaging 
apps like WhatsApp that are 

popular outside of China, ac-
cording to the report by the 
San Francisco-based cloud 
security firm.

BadBazaar and these new 
variants of MOONSHINE 
add to the already extensive 
collection of unique surveil-
lance tools used in campaigns 
to surveil and subsequently 
detain individuals in China. 
Their continued develop-
ment and prevalence on Uy-
ghur-language social media 
platforms indicates that these 
campaigns are ongoing and 
that the threat actors have 
successfully infiltrated online 
Uyghur communities to dis-
tribute their malware.
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‘Extremely volatile’: UK govt issues 
advisory for its nationals in Afghanistan

The United Kingdom’s For-
eign, Commonwealth, and 
Development Office (FCDO) 
issued an advisory for Brit-
ish nationals against travel-
ling to Afghanistan as the 
situation in the country is 
“extremely volatile,” Khaama 
Press reported.

The FCDO said that there 
are no British consular offi-
cials present in Afghanistan, 
and their capacity to offer 
consular assistance is severe-

ly constrained and cannot be 
provided in person within 
Afghanistan. If British na-
tionals still choose to travel 
or remain in Afghanistan 
despite the “heightened,” 
they should maintain a low 
profile and exercise caution, 
according to the FCDO.

British citizens may access 
consular services at the Brit-
ish embassies in neighboring 
nations, the FCDO stated.

This comes as many coun-
tries in the international 
community are concerned 
about the resurgence of ter-

rorism and the threats of 
terrorist groups emanating 
from Afghanistan, accord-
ing to Khaama Press. Ter-
rorist attacks continue to be 
a serious threat throughout 
Afghanistan, including in 
the area of the airport. Ten-
sions have risen as a result 
of incidents like the death of 
Al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-
Zawahiri in July 2022.

Recently, in Kabul, the Af-
ghanis witnessed several 
attacks on educational insti-
tutions. In September, there 
was an attack at the Kaaj Ed-

ucational Center in Afghani-
stan’s capital, Kabul.

This series of blasts comes 
as the Taliban completes one 
year of its rule in Afghani-
stan following the ouster of 
the US-backed civilian gov-
ernment last year.

Rights groups said the 
Taliban had broken multiple 
pledges to respect human 
and women’s rights. In a re-
cent Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) report, the Islamic 
State of Khorasan Province 
(ISKP) repeatedly attacked 
Hazaras and other religious 

minorities at their mosques, 
schools, and workplaces. 
While the Taliban have done 
little to protect these minori-
ty communities from suicide 
bombings and other unlaw-
ful attacks from the Islamic 
State’s (ISIS) affiliate in Af-
ghanistan.

Since the Taliban took 
power in August of last year, 
the Islamic State has claimed 
responsibility for 13 attacks 
against Hazaras and has 
been linked to at least three 
more, killing and injuring at 
least 700 people.

TRAVEL GUIDELINES
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Several Taiwanese NGOs 
voiced their support for the 
Uyghurs’ struggle to build a 
sovereign nation and called on 
others to take a stand against 
China’s oppression of the mi-
nority group, Focus Taiwan 
reported.

In an event, Secretary-Gen-
eral Shih Yi-Hsiang of the Tai-
wan Association for Human 
Rights said, “As human rights 
workers in Taiwan, the least 
we can do is speak out for the 
Uyghurs on the anniversary of 
the establishment of the East 
Turkestan Republics.” On East 
Turkestan Independence Day, 
an event was organised out-
side Taiwan’s Legislative Yuan, 
Ho Chao-Tung, who is also the 
president of the Taiwan East 
Turkestan Association. In the 
event, he said that the Uyghurs 
had been deprived of even the 
most basic human rights ever 
since they lost their sovereign-
ty during the 1949 invasion of 

East Turkistan by the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army.

Uyghurs have been strug-
gling for years to establish 
an independent East Turke-
stan. In 1933, the Uyghurs 
succeeded in establishing the 
East Turkistan Republic, but it 
only lasted for a short period of 
time. Then, in 1944, they again 
established the East Turkistan 
Republics, but these also didn’t 
last for longer periods of time, 
according to Focus Taiwan.

This year, in August, United 
Nations Human Rights Com-

missioner Michelle Bachelet 
released her report, which 
stated that China has com-
mitted “serious human rights 
violations” against the Uyghur 
and “other predominantly 
Muslim communities” in 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region (XUAR).

The CCP’s repressive rule 
over the Uyghurs in Xinjiang is 
aimed at forcing them to con-
form to Han Chinese culture 
and has fueled the Uyghurs’ 
distrust of the Chinese regime, 
Ho said.

HUMAN RIGHTS DENIED

Taiwanese NGOs voice support 
for Uyghurs’ independence
TDG NETWORK
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Uyghurs have been struggling for years to establish an independent East 
Turkestan.
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Police 
personnel 

clicks a 
selfie in 

front of Delhi 
Pavilion 

on the first 
day of India 

International 
Trade Fair 

(IITF), at 
Pragati 

Maidan, in 
New Delhi on 

Monday.

TRADE FAIR

#CHILDREN’SDAY

‘MAY THE FORCE BE WITH THE 
FUTURE OF THIS COUNTRY’: NETIZENS 
ON CHILDREN’S DAY 
On the occasion of Children’s day, netizens took to Twit-
ter to not just share their wishes but also share their 
childhood memories.  Actor Mammoothy tweeted, “May 
the force be with the future of this country. Wishing a 
Happy Children’s day to all the bright minds out there.”

Actor Mohan Lal tweeted, “If there’s something I 
wish for each day but can never achieve, it is to be a 
child again. Wishing every child never-ending curiosity, 
encouraging them to ask “how and why” to make the 
world a better place! Happy Children’s Day to every child 
and the child in everyone!

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma tweeted, 
“The future of our great nation rests on the shoulders of 
our children. Their boundless energy, inquisitiveness & 
hunger for knowledge will drive Bharat towards becom-
ing a global power. On Children’s Day, I wish that every 
child can realise his or her dreams & aspirations.”

Sharing a picture with cancer survivors, actor Vivek 
Oberoi tweeted, “I wish a very happy children’s day to 
every child in the world and especially to these little 
warriors who are fighting cancer each day."

“One day, soon, 
I will expose the 
reality of Pakistan 
treated me. I have 
remained silent 
about all this for 
many years, but 
will choose the 
right moment to 
tell all.” 

— ADNAN SAMI

BRAIN PICKING 

Singer, in an instagram post.

NOSTALGIA 

Old is gold: This 
picture proves it 
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Over 40 stars from the In-
dian film industry who have 
been entertaining audiences 
with their acting since 1980s 
gathered together under 
one roof for a reunion bash 
thrown by Jackie Shroff and 
Poonam Dhillon on Satur-
day.

Several images have been 
doing the rounds on the 
internet in which Chiran-
jeevi, Anupam Kher, Anil 
Kapoor, Meenakshi She-
shadri, Sarathkumar, Bha-
gyaraj, Suhasini Manirat-
nam, Khushboo, and Ramya 
Krishnan are seen posing 
for a group picture.

From dancing to singing 
and participating in some 
fun games and quizzes put 
together by Poonam Dhil-
lon, the reunion saw veteran 

actors having gala time with 
each other.

Reunion pictures of the 
stars have ushered in a wave 
of nostalgia among the fans.

 "Old is gold," a social me-
dia user commented.

"The pictures have made 
me nostalgic. How time 
flies," another one wrote.

Raj Babbar, Venkatesh, 
and Tina Ambani were also 
part of the reunion. For the 
reunion, the leading ladies 
sported silver and orange, 
while the men sported grey 
and orange.

Reportedly, the get-to-
gether went on till the wee 
hours of the morning, and 
actors even performed a 
medley.

The last time the 80s ac-
tors met was in 2019 for the 
10th-year reunion, which 
was hosted by Chiranjeevi.  

SIMRAN SINGH 
PUNE                     

MANDATE 

In an effort to control the 
growing population of pet 
cats, the Pune Municipal 

Corporation (PMC) urged cat 
owners in the city to pay a fee 
and register their cats. 

“As we are all aware, regis-
tration is mandatory for pet 
animals like dogs and horses 
in the city, but now cats also 
have to be registered as per 
rule,” Ashish Bharti, Health 
chief for Pune Municipal Cor-
poration, said.”

People are allowed to keep 
one or two cats inside their 
homes, but they must first 
register them on the website 
of the Pune Municipal Cor-
poration. Additionally, reg-
istration can be completed 
on a mobile device. Raising 

concern over the rising popu-
lation of cats, Ashish said, “As 
we are seeing the population 
of pets, especially cats and 
dogs, is increasing rapidly, so 
as per the rules of the central 
government’s Animal Wel-
fare Board of India, we have 
to do processes of birth con-

trol of cats across the various 
areas of Pune city.”’

“To control the birth of 
cats, a tender is also being is-
sued, and soon we will start 
the sterilisation process of 
cats as a part of birth control 
measures, so we want to ap-
peal to the owners of the pet 

to get themselves registered,” 
Ashish said further.

It is important to note that 
starting 13 November, there 
will be a fee of Rs 50 as an an-
nual licencing fee for the reg-
istration of cats, in addition to 
the process of registering pet 
dogs with the PMC.

OWN A CAT IN PUNE? 
PAY FOR IT NOW 

Meet a food vlogger from the valley who 
is reviving forgotten traditional dishes

DISTINCT IDENTITY 

STUDY

The Kashmir Valley has its own style due 
to its immense natural beauty and chang-
ing seasons. Wazan and other traditional 
dishes here are also famous all over the 
world. But nowadays, there are many tra-
ditional dishes and foods that the people 
of Kashmir have either forgotten to make 
or have forgotten.

In this case, Tasiya Tariq has taken up the 
task of reviving the original way of prepar-
ing the forgotten dishes of Kashmir.

Tasiya Tariq is Kashmir’s first food vlog-
ger, who expertly explains how to prepare 
various foods, especially forgotten dishes, 
in three languages: Urdu, Kashmiri, and 
English. Through her YouTube channel 
called “Kashmir Food Fusion”, Tasia has 
become a household name not only in 
Kashmir but also nationally and interna-
tionally.

A 30-year-old resident of Mominabad, 
Butta Malu, and Srinagar, Tasia started a 
YouTube channel called “Kashmir Food 
Fusion” in 2018. It has more than two lakh 
subscribers today. Actually, this idea came 
to her when Tasia was searching the in-

ternet with her husband for the recipe for 
Kashmiri wazwan pilaf. But they didn’t 
get the knowledge to make it the right 
way. After that, Tasia started making dif-
ferent Kashmiri dishes. After getting the 
know-how, I started making videos and 
reaching out to people through my You-
Tube channel.

Most Wazan dishes are based on meat 
and poultry. Among them are kebabs, 
various meat and chicken kormas made 

from Kashmiri curries, tabak maaz, saf-
fron cooker, yakhni, rasta, rogan josh, and 
abgosht, as well as curd in small delicate 
clay bowls. 

They say that whenever Pandit Nehru 
came to Kashmir, Sheikh Abdullah used 
to arrange wazwan for him.

Although most of Wazwan’s cuisine is 
based on meat and chicken, there is no 
dearth of subtle and delicious dishes. for 
vegetarian guests as well. 

The high levels of antioxidants 
and polyphenols in passion 
fruit peels have a substantial 
potential to preserve fresh 
fruits and fresh cuts in an ed-
ible food covering, according to 
research from the University of 
Johannesburg. A covering like 
this can lessen plastic pack-
aging and spoilage in supply 
networks. The researchers ex-

tracted, micro-encapsulated, 
freeze-dried and powdered 

passion fruit (Passiflora edulis 
Sims) peels from an organic 
farm. This variety is known for 
its medicinal value. Globally, 
passion fruit is mainly grown 
for concentrated juice.

Their metabolomic and other 
analyses in Antioxidants show 
the powders have the proper-
ties needed for a quality, stable, 
edible food coating. The pow-
ders can also be functional 
ingredients in natural food 

additives.
When fresh produce is pack-

aged in plastic, the plastic cre-
ates a ‘micro-atmosphere’, says 
Prof Olaniyi Fawole, from the 
University of Johannesburg. 
And that puts the brakes on 
what oxygen can do to the 
produce.

“Oxygen is the bad guy, it 
causes a lot of biochemical 
degradation. So we want to 
limit the oxygem,” he adds.
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EVENT 

DOGS DAY OUT 

PASSION FRUIT PEELS HAVE POTENTIAL 
TO PRESERVE FRESH FRUITS

FurFest 2022, held from 11 to 13 November 2022, had 
something special for all kinds of pets and their devoted 
owners. FurFest 2022 aimed to unite the unorganised 
Indian pet industry under one roof through this first-
of-a-kind expo.

On the last day of the Pet Expo, Tyson won the grand 
finale of the dog fashion show, whereas Pookie grabbed 
the crowd’s favourite dog award in the presence of BJP 
spokesperson Charu Pragya Singh and other prominent 
attendees. Over 2000 pet lovers attended the concluding 
ceremony of FurFest 2022.

The security dog show, dog and cat fashion show, bird 
show, and awards show were FurFest 2022’s other main 
highlights. More than 300 exhibitors showcasing pet 
supplies, toys, and food were present at the event venue.

While addressing the audience, Charu Pragya Singh 
expressed her overwhelming experience at the venue. 
She said, “This was a great great experience to be here 
and witness these lovely pets. Such events are always 
welcome, and I wish FurFest returns soon.”

 The primary objective of FurFest 2022, according to the 
show›s organiser Chaitanya Jain, was to bring together 
the three key players in India›s pet industry--vets, retail-
ers, and pet parents--on a single platform. He said, "We 
will organise the next edition of FurFest in Bengaluru."     
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FIVE CONSPIRACY THEORIES 
AROUND THE WORLD
Although conspiracy theories are not a new con-
cept, the internet has given them new life. We’ve 
seen more than our fair share of false information 
online, some of it anchored in the past and some of 
it inspired by fear, even in recent years. Here are the 
five wackiest conspiracies that people have genu-
inely bought into over the years, ranging from the 
existence of an Earth within Earth to Prince Charles’ 
covert vampire lifestyle.

TITANIC DIDN’T SINK 
Over the years, there have been numerous con-
spiracy theories surrounding this sad incident, 
one of which claims that the Olympic, not the 

Titanic, was the ocean liner that collided with the ice-
berg. However, one tragic fact still stands: a ship did 
sink, and about 1,500 passengers perished.

FAKE MOON LANDING
The conspiracy theory contends that Neil Arm-
strong did not make the first “leap for man-
kind” on the moon in 1969. The flag waving in 

the wind, the absence of any stars, and the misaligned 
shadows have been suggested, and conspiracy theorists 
have maintained for years that NASA staged the landing 
and the CIA has been guarding the information ever since.

PRINCE CHARLES IS A VAMPIRE 
The Prince of Wales is a descendant of Vlad 
the Impaler, the model for Dracula in Bram 
Stoker’s novel, and other royals in Charles’s 

family were known to suffer from porphyria, an iron de-
ficiency disease that makes people sensitive to sunlight. 
This propagated the rumour of him being a vampire.

QUEEN WAS A MAN
Some people believe that Queen Elizabeth I 
was replaced by a young boy after she passed 
away as a child in order to preserve the royal 

line. This theory is put forth to explain why the ruler 
remained chaste during her tenure.

COVID-19 WAS ENGINEERED 
Some people say that the virus is a hoax that 
was engineered by the media and global elite 
to control the population. Some also believe 

that the introduction of the virus was purely intentional, 
leading to a biological war among the global economies.

— SIMRAN SINGH

Titanic 

Tasiya Tariq 

Photo featuring Anil Kapoor, Anupam Kher and others. 
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When the SARS-
CoV-2 pandemic 
hit the world, it 

disproportionately affected 
people with diabetes, expos-
ing them to a high risk for 
severe illness and mortal-
ity. Globally, diabetes was 
responsible for over 40 lakh 
deaths in the year 2019.

It was the leading cause of 
end-stage kidney disease, 
adult- onset blindness and 
cardiovascular diseases and 
premature deaths across the 
countries.

India is home to the world’s 
second largest adult diabetes 
population, and every sixth 
person with diabetes in the 
world is an Indian. The past 
three decades witnessed 
150% increase in the num-
ber of people with diabetes 
in the country. The growing 
prevalence of pre diabetes 
indicates a further increase 
in diabetes in the near fu-
ture. Diabetes in India, has 
traversed from the high-in-
come to the middle-income 
and underprivileged sec-
tions of our society.

Over 10 lakh children and 
adolescents in the world 
have type 1 diabetes and In-
dia has the highest number 
of incident and prevalent 
cases of type 1 diabetes in 
the world. Children with 
type 1 diabetes need support 
to survive, using insulin 
and other therapies, and to 
live their entire life without 
stigma, restrictions, or dis-
abling complications due to 
their illness.

Intensive management of 
all aspects of diabetes, es-
pecially glycaemic control, 

is now the gold standard in 
type 1 diabetes management. 
At the same time, there is a 
significant advancement in 
technology for diabetes care, 
including newer insulin an-
alogues, pumps, automated 
insulin delivery systems, and 
sensors. Further, a multidis-
ciplinary team of providers 
is essential for comprehen-
sive diabetes management.

Unfortunately, in India, 
there is an extreme lack of 
awareness regarding chil-
dren having type 1 diabetes, 
so the scientific protocol for 
type 1 diabetes management 
is not maintained and pre-
mature deaths of diabetic 
children occur in India.

Awareness is the only 
weapon to fight against dia-
betes.

In the home state of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, i.e., 
Gujarat, close to his birth-
place, Vadnagari, is another 
town called Visnagar. In a 
hospital of Visnagar, a con-
versation was taking place 
between a poverty-stricken 
mother and her little daugh-
ter. With tear-filled eyes, the 
mother shared her anxiety 
with a doctor. The intensity 
of her sadness can be felt 
from the fact that she said it 
must be their countless sins 
in past lives on account of 
which she had to administer 
insulin to her frail, diabetes-
stricken 4-year-old daughter, 
as many as 3–4 times a day. A 
heart wrenching experience. 
Yet, stopping her emotional 
mother mid-sentence, the lit-
tle girl said, “Mother, please 
don’t cry. The needle doesn’t 
hurt me at all. But your tears 
and heartache hurt me way 
much more.”

Hearing this exchange 
between the mother and 
her tender-aged daughter 
proved to be an emotionally 
disturbing experience for the 
doctor. Her eyes filled with 
tears of compassion.

I, as a doctor, narrated the 
deeply moving scenario to 
my sister, Dr Shukla Raval. 
I and my sister then took an 
oath to use our own resourc-

es and put in utmost efforts, 
day and night, in order to 
create awareness of chil-
dren’s diabetes and spread 
knowledge, a better under-
standing, together with in-
formation about type 1 dia-
betes and its management.

I and my sister, Dr Shukla 
Raval, began our humanitar-
ian drive of creating aware-
ness of child diabetes with 
full zeal. From 28th Febru-
ary to 14th March 2019, we 
drove in our personal car 
from Kashmir to Kanya 
Kumari, meeting doctors, 
NGO’s and other members 
of the society, stirring aware-
ness about diabetes pres-
ence in children. We also 
held talks about methods 
of diabetes complications 

prevention, its management 
and solution. This north-
south stretch of 3,500 km 
was covered at our own 
cost, overcoming hardships 
and hurdles in an effortless 
manner. 

We met the President of 
AAPI in Atlanta, and shared 
the stage in AAPI conven-
tion on 4th July 2019. On 
returning to India, we then 
appealed to the Indian gov-
ernment to help diabetes af-
flicted children.

As soon as the intensity 
of coronavirus spread re-
duced, the campaign picked 
up pace. We reached out to 
diabetic children of far-flung 
areas where medical help 
was scarce.

A point to note is that, to 

manage and check diseases 
that afflict children, there is 
a very good National Health 
Program, namely, RBSK- 
Rashtriya Bal Swasthya 
Karyakram (RBSK). How-
ever, it’s ironic that type 1 
diabetes is not a part of this 
health programme for chil-
dren. As a result, diabetic 
children are unable to re-
ceive any benefit under this 
program, which is actually 
meant for all children in In-
dia. Interestingly, the RBSK 
health program works on a 
4D concept. 4D stands for 
coverage of any deficiency, 
any defect, any disease, and 
any developmental delay 
in children. In that manner 
of speaking, type 1 diabe-
tes cannot be ignored as a 
serious disease because it 
pertains to a deficiency of 
the insulin hormone, which 
poses a threat to life. Diabe-
tes is a malfunction of the 
pancreas, which secretes 
this hormone.

Diabetes should be covered 
under RBSK. It must be a 
part of the National Health 
Scheme so that there are 
widespread beneficiaries. 

30 other diseases are a part 
of this government scheme, 
RBSK.

There is another program 
titled Non-Communicable 
Disease Program (NCD) 
at the national level for the 
management of diabetes in 
India. But then, unfortunate-
ly, at the ground level, at vil-
lage level, screening as well 
as management programs 
for only 30 years plus age- 
group is catered to under 
this scheme. That means a 
huge gap exists between the 
NCD program’s policy on 
paper and its actual imple-
mentation at the rural and 
grass-roots level.

Once again, child health 
and welfare are omitted. As 
a consequence, for children 
who suffer from diabetes, 
there are no government 
health programs. Such an 
approach indicates that sci-
entific management of type 
1 diabetes is not covered 
under any National Health 
Program, neither RBSK nor 
NCD.

Dr Smita Joshi is a doctor by 
profession and diabetic expert.

Diabetes: a silent killer

Dr Smita JoShi 

awareness: the only weapon in fight against Diabetes

busting myths arounD Diabetes 
anD eye vision

The word “diabetes” evokes 
conversations around diet, 
visits to a diabetologist, and 
checking blood sugar. While 
this is important, the impact 
of diabetes on eye health is 
not discussed often. There 
are many effects, but we 
give them a pass because we 
think nothing happens to 
the eyes due to diabetes. We 
seek the advice of an oph-
thalmologist only when the 
impact is visible and the eyes 
begin to exhibit different 
problems. In fact, we should 
know that there are many 
myths around diabetes and 
eye sight, and it is important 
to be aware of these in or-
der to seek treatment if you 
experience eye problems. 
Understanding and busting 

these myths is important on 
the occasion of World Diabe-
tes Day.

Myth 1: I can understand 
my eye problem, if some-
thing is serious with it.

Reality: With many types 
of eye disorders, patients 
usually don’t notice any 
symptoms unless their eyes 
are examined by an ophthal-
mologist.

Myth 2: Only Type 1 diabe-
tes patients are impacted by 
diabetic retinopathy.

Reality: Anyone with dia-
betes can get diabetic eye dis-
ease; it doesn’t discriminate 
between Type 1 and Type 2 
diabetes. It can also affect 
someone with gestational 
diabetes.

Myth 3: Diabetic retinopa-
thy can lead to blindness.

Reality: Careful manage-
ment of your diabetes by 
consulting your diabetolo-
gist and eye doctor on regu-
lar basis is the best way to 
prevent vision loss.

Myth 4: I’m in a very early 
stage of diabetes, so I don’t 

need an eye examination.
Reality: An eye examina-

tion is done as soon as you 
are diagnosed with diabetes. 
From then on, eye checkups 
are done based on the eye 
doctor’s advice. According 
to a study, patients with early 
and type 2 diabetes have reti-
nopathy at the time of their 
first diagnosis of diabetes.

Myth 5: Cataract protects 
from diabetic retinopathy.

Reality: No. Because of the 
opaque lens, doctor cannot 
see the damaged retina be-
hind the lens. This can lead 
to a delay in seeking treat-
ment.

Myth 6: Insulin treatment 
causes blindness.

Reality: False. If used at 
the right time, insulin can 
prevent blindness.

Myth 7: I got new glasses, 
and now my vision is al-
right; that means my eyes 
are healthy.

Reality: Many times, the 
conditions that affect the eye 
in a patient with diabetes, 
like proliferative retinopa-
thy, retinal bleeding and 
detachment, and glaucoma, 
are all silent, with the patient 
enjoying clear vision until it’s 
too late. Many serious eye 
diseases do not affect cen-
tral vision until late in their 
genesis.

Proper care of your eyes 
is essential for maintaining 
good vision, especially for 
diabetic patients, who are at 
higher risk of losing their vi-
sion. It is also good to go in 
for an annual eye check-up 
to prevent eye-related prob-
lems. Above all, maintain a 
lifestyle that includes regular 
physical activity and healthy 
eating to better manage your 
blood glucose levels.

Dr Minija C.K. is a senior con-
sultant at the Department of 
Medical Retina, Uvea and Cat-
aract, Sankara Eye Hospital in 
Bangalore.
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Fighting diabetes 
the tastier way

Indian traditions are big on 
celebrating occasions or be-
ginnings by starting things 
on a sweet note, as it is seen 
as a good omen. However, not 
all have the privilege of en-
joying sweet goods, as more 
than 77 million people in In-
dia are affected by diabetes. 
A condition where the per-
son is incapable of produc-
ing enough insulin, thereby 
leading to elevated blood 
glucose levels in the body, 
which branches out to many 
other health conditions such 
as heart problems, high cho-
lesterol, obesity, etc. A crucial 
factor to keep in mind is por-
tion control and the type of 
food one consumes.

Indian breakfast menu 

items like besan chilla are 
high in fiber and carbs and 
prevent post-meal sugar 
spikes. Multigrain idlis and 
dosas are another interest-
ing way to decrease blood 
glucose levels. Millets in 
multigrain idlis and dosas 
make it an ideal breakfast 
for diabetic patients as it has 
a low glycemic index and is 
a highly soluble fiber, which 
makes digestion slower.

For munching snacks, one 
can opt for a chaat consist-
ing of black chickpeas with 
onions, tomatoes, and spices. 
Chickpeas should be an es-
sential part of the diet as they 

are rich in beneficial polyun-
saturated fats like omega fat-
ty acids and have been shown 
to help lower LDL cholesterol 
levels. Chickpeas’ high fiber 
and protein content also 
translates to helping regu-
late blood glucose levels and 
provide a feeling of satiety.

Lunch can also be made 
tastier, where diabetic pa-
tients can opt for chole or pal-
ak paneer made in less butter 
or oil. Bitter gourd juice has 
an excellent effect in control-
ling and cutting down blood 
glucose levels. The lectin in 
bitter gourd reduces blood 
glucose concentrations by 
acting on peripheral tissues 
and suppressing appetite. It 
gives out a similar action to 
that of natural insulin. Bhin-
di (Ladyfinger) is another 
favourite vegetable with cho-
lesterol-lowering properties 
that diabetic people can enjoy 
without worrying. The high 
fiber content makes it easier 
to digest, and it slows down 
the absorption of sugar in the 
intestine, thereby keeping the 
blood glucose level in check.

Lauki halwa is a healthy 
dessert option that diabetic 
people can opt for as it is low 
in carbs and calories and 
helps stabilise glucose levels. 
Munching on dates is anoth-
er option to kill sweet crav-
ings, but in moderation. One 
can indulge in such healthy 
desserts and cut down on 
their carbohydrate intake to 
satiate their sweet cravings. 
But keep in mind that des-
serts are for cravings, and 
one must not include them 
in their regular diet.

To end things on a mod-
erately sweet note, one can 
enjoy a wide variety of food, 
even with conditions like di-
abetes, by eating in modera-
tion, exercising, or walking.

Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clinical 
Pharmacologist and Nutraceuti-
cal Physician, Founder and CEO 
IntelliMed Healthcare Suctions.

Marked on 14 November every year, World Diabetes Day falls on the birthday of Frederick Banting, who along 
with Charles Best and John Macleod, first conceived the idea, which led to the discovery of insulin in 1922.

Dr miniJa C.K. 

What WhO saYs On diaBEtEs 

“In the WHO South-East Asia Region, more than 
96 million people are estimated to have diabetes, 
and another 96 million to be pre-diabetic, causing 
at least 600 000 deaths annually. By 2045, unless 
urgent action is taken, the prevalence of diabetes in 
the Region is expected to increase by 68%. 

Policymakers should set time-bound tar-
gets to address gaps in service coverage, 
with a focus on equity and leaving no one 

behind. 
High-impact, cost-effective and context-
appropriate interventions must continue 
to be identified and implemented. For this, 

the Global Diabetes Compact, launched in April 
2021, calls for targeted efforts to enhance com-
munity empowerment and increase private sector 
engagement. 

Policymakers should continue to strengthen 
PHC service delivery, ensuring that diabe-
tes screening and care are available, acces-

sible, acceptable, and of adequate quality, without 
discrimination, accelerating momentum from the 

2016 Colombo Declaration. “
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In the home state of PM Narendra Modi, i.e., 
Gujarat, close to his birthplace, Vadnagari, 
is another town called Visnagar. In a hospital 
of Visnagar, a conversation was taking place 
between a poverty-stricken mother and 
her little daughter. With tear-filled eyes, the 
mother shared her anxiety with a doctor.
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The first duty of ev-
ery soul is to release 
the hold  ego-con-

sciousness has upon it. All 
other spiritual practices 
are subservient to this one 
supreme obligation. I ad-
dress ego-transcendence, 
therefore, as the first, and 
indeed, the only challenge 
on the spiritual path.

Here are a few techniques 
that will help you in your 
supremely important ef-
forts to transcend ego-con-
sciousness:

1. When people praise you 
for any reason, don’t accept 
their praise in your heart. 
Thank them sincerely, but 
then give the credit to God. 
Do so in words if you like, 
but much more impor-
tantly, give Him the credit 
in your heart. Tell yourself, 
“God is the Doer.”

2. When someone else 
gets credit for something 
you’ve done, don’t look for a 
way of letting people know 
where the credit really be-
longs. It would be natural 
enough for you to do that; 
you needn’t even consider 

it a fault. Still, don’t make 
too much of it. You will find 
much greater freedom in 
your heart if you mentally 
give all the credit to God.

3. If someone scolds you 
for something you didn’t 
do, you may see some good 
reason for letting him know 
that you’re not guilty. If it 
doesn’t really matter who 
did it, however, you will 
gain more, spiritually, if you 
say nothing.

4. If you see others eager 
to air their views, be gener-
ous to them: let them speak. 
Add thoughts of your own 
only if you see that those 
others might be interested 
in what you have to say.

5. Don’t try constantly to 
explain or define for oth-
ers’ gratification who and 
what you are. Let your ac-
tions, and your inner real-
ity, speak for you

6. Never place yourself 
mentally in competition 
with others.

7. Never try, without some 
good and definite reason, 
to justify your actions, 
ideas, or accomplishments. 
Whatever you’ve done, give 
it mentally to God.

8. Stand up for what you 
feel is right, but try to make 
it clear always that you 
are not trying to impose 
on anyone values that are 
merely personal. Base your 
values on abstract prin-
ciples.

9. Try not to tell stories of 
which the main point is to 
make you look good.

10. It is not humility to tell 
yourself, ‘I can’t….’ Remem-
ber, God can do anything. 
If you give him the chance, 
moreover, He can do any-
thing through you. Ask 
Him for the inspiration, the 

guidance, and the strength 
to do whatever you must 
do. As Yogananda put it, 
‘Pray in this way: I will rea-
son; I will will; I will act — 
but guide Thou my reason, 
will, and activity in every-

thing I do.’
11. Make it a point not to 

feel badly when you make 
a mistake. Obviously, it 
would compound the mis-
take if you insisted you 
didn’t make it. When you 
do err, however, acknowl-
edge the error calmly and 
cheerfully — if not openly 
before others, then at least 
inwardly to yourself. The 
Master used to say, ‘Don’t 
tell your faults to others, 
unless they have spiritual 
wisdom, lest they hoard 
up that memory and use it 
against you sometime out of 
displeasure with you.

12. If possible, don’t even 
say to yourself, “I made this 

mistake.” Say, rather, “The 
mistake got made.” God is 
the doer. Give to him the 
blame as well as the credit 
for everything. Then try 
ever more earnestly to at-
tune your every thought 
and action to his will.

13. Avoid calling atten-
tion to your own cleverness 
or skill — for instance, by 
making the kind of bright 
remark that is almost al-
ways followed by a smirk 
and a glance around the 
room for others’ approval.

14. Overcome the natural 
need for self-importance by 
enjoying your own unim-
portance.

15. Years ago, I was invited 

to speak at a conference 
on communities. Several 
famous persons had been 
invited to speak. The con-
vener had set up the con-
ference to announce his 
plans for starting a com-
munity himself. I was, as 
it happened, the only per-
son there who’d had actual 
experience in founding 
communities. One evening 
during the week, I invited 
several of the speakers out 
to dinner at a restaurant. 
For some reason, though 
we sat around the same 
table, they basically ignored 
me and spent the evening 
talking self-importantly to 
one another. The situation 
was especially unusual in 
that I was the host! This 
is beautiful!’ I told myself. 
No one seemed interested 
in my opinions on any-
thing. Therefore, while try-
ing to be gracious, I said 
very little. At first I was 
surprised to find how far 
I was in their minds from 
“center stage”; I played the 
part of an otherwise non-
existent audience. I soon 
realized, however, that this 
was a golden opportunity to 
practice enjoying my own 
unimportance. I found the 
evening delightful, and rel-
ished the inner freedom I 
felt in that thought.

16. Every evening, as you 
review in your mind the 
events of the day, avoid 
the thought of how you 
“stood up” in others’ eyes: 
what kind of impression 

you made; the words you 
said; how you reacted; how 
others reacted to you. In-
stead, share with God any 
thoughts of this nature that 
come to you. Don’t let your 
mind play with the thought 
of where and how you 
yourself fit into any picture. 
Don’t toy with flattery by 
entertaining it even lightly 
in your mind. Reject sternly 
any thought of self-impor-
tance, self-praise, self-jus-
tification, and blame. This 
subject is as important for 
you as your own salvation, 
for your spiritual liberation 
depends upon release from 
ego-consciousness.

If release from the prison 
of delusion is important to 
you, then everything I have 
written above is of supreme 
importance. It is a question 
of the direction you give 
your energy and conscious-
ness.

If you allow yourself to be 
affected, even minutely, by 
flattery, to that extent you 
will be affixing one more 
iron bar in the prison of 
your ego. And to the extent 
that you allow yourself to 
accept in your ego even the 
slightest energy, to that ex-
act extent you will create 
more bondage for yourself.

Instead, therefore, seek in 
every way possible to ex-
pand your energy and con-
sciousness away from your-
self. Be quite stern with 
yourself in this practice, no 
matter how carefree you 
may seem in others’ eyes.

16 ways to transcend ego-consciousness
soul-searching

A question we often ask 
ourselves when faced with 
an emotional dilemma is, 
“should we follow our head 
or our heart?” 

The wise declare that our 
actions must be sourced in 
compassion but we should 
not lose our head. In deal-
ings with people, we must 
always follow our heart. In 
dealings with the world, we 
must follow our head but let 
the heart lead our major de-
cisions. How can one have 
the heart rule a decision 
and the head make it? It’s 
not very difficult to decide 
the larger direction that our 
life should take. Moving in 
the direction guided by our 
heart, we can make most of 
our decisions based on ra-
tional logic.

For example, you feel that 
you must help a sincere 
young person set up a busi-
ness. You like the enthusi-
asm in that person and yet, 
you aren’t sure whether 
they can do an effective job. 
This person may be full of 
good intentions. However, 
they may not have a practi-
cal plan. So, although you 
wish to help, you’ll 
need to make 
some hard 
decisions. 
You 
could 
follow 
your 
heart and 
invest  in 
the project, 
but only after 
you’re sure that they 
are sincere and will be able 
to do a good job, using your 
investment. Wishing to help 

this person is a decision 
made with the heart, but 
ensuring effective planning 
and execution needs you to 
use the head. 

Some people  decide 
whether someone deserves 
their help or not based only 
on their cold logic. They do 
not use their heart to decide 
any of the important things 
in their lives. They are con-
stantly calculating every-
thing. They make the most 
important decisions of their 
lives after assessing mate-
rial profits and losses. Such 
people are never happy.

To be happy, you need 
both the head and the 
heart in synergy. Suppose 
you plan to go for a holiday 
with your loved ones, you 
will want to make everyone 
comfortable, and to have 
fun together. 

This decision is made by 
both your head and your 
heart. Going on a holiday 
needs a lot of planning. You 
will check out the places 
which are favourable to 
what you want to do on 
the holiday. You will com-
pare the prices of air 

tickets,  the 
hotel rooms, 

etc. The pri-
mary de-
cision to 
go on the 
holiday 
i s  m a d e 

b y  y o u r 
heart. Emo-

tion is more im-
portant than logic 

when you think about go-
ing on a holiday. Planning 
comes later. The emotion 
and your heart create the 

paradigm within which you 
start planning stuff with 
your head using your logic.

The wise ones declare 
that our greatest life deci-
sions must be made with 
our hearts. But, one should 
never lose one’s head when 
putting plans into action. 

In the Bible, Jesus says, “In 
my Father’s house are many 
mansions.” 

In this vast space within 
your heart, you can have 
many compartments where 
logic, or your head, rules 
your momentary decisions. 
Your long term plans and 
decisions however, must 
come from a balance be-

tween the head and the 
heart. More importantly, 
these plans must be within a 
larger paradigm. The para-
digm of your heart.

There are some people 

who constantly make deci-
sions, plans and lists. They 
are calculating long-term 
profits of everything all the 
time. Often, when these 
people make short-term de-

cisions, especially in argu-
ments, they are looking at 
quick emotional gains. They 
want to win in everything 
they do. These people are 
rarely happy. They are nev-
er in the present moment. 

This is just the opposite of 
what is recommended by 
the wise. The moment we 
begin using emotions and 
the heart to make quick and 
short-term decisions, and 
use logic and the head to 
make long term decisions, 
we are bound to become un-
happy.

How we live our lives de-
pends entirely on the direc-
tion we take at the impor-
tant crossroads of our lives. 
These directions must be 
chosen primarily by the 
heart if we want to be truly 
happy. When in doubt fol-
low your heart. See how 
your life unfolds. It will be 
a totally different kind of 
living. There will be a sense 
of adventure and freedom. 
A thrilling eagerness to ex-
plore the miracle of being 
alive. You will begin to base 
your short-term decisions 
on logic but will let your 
heart lead you in your life’s 
larger vision. 
Deepam Chatterjee is the au-
thor of The Millennial Yogi. He 
can be contacted on  deepam-
chatterjee@yahoo.co.in

When in doubt, follow your heart
dileMMa

Swami Kriyananda

deepam Chatterjee

why bad things happen  
to good people
Imagine watching a movie 
mid-way. In the movie, a 
seemingly innocent man 
is playing with his kids, 
and then some police-
men knock at his door 
and arrest him. You may 
think this is so horrible 
“ Why did this happen? 
He doesn’t deserve it ! “ 
But having come while 
the movie was in prog-
ress, you may not have 
witnessed what already 
happened. Maybe the 
man committed some fraud, some scam or conspired a 
murder.

So, based on superficial appearances, one might say, 
“Oh, he was such nice father. Why did he have to suffer 
so?” But there were things that the man did that led to 
him being arrested that we are unaware of.

Similarly, in our lives, when we see so much injustice 
and evil around us, most of us wonder why God is si-
lent. Why me! What did I do to deserve this?” And why 
doesn’t he do anything about it? Most of these questions 
can be answered by the law of karma.

Although people know about it, the intricacies of 
karma are difficult to appreciate. The word “karma” is a 
Sanskrit term that means action or activity, but also con-
veys , that for every action there is a reaction. In classical 
physics, there is a similar idea: for every action, there is 
an equal and opposite reaction. Whatever we do in the 
material realm creates a reaction. “As you sow, so shall 
you reap.” The sacred texts explain that there is a great 
chain of cause and effect, of actions and reactions, and 
that the intricacies of action and reaction are difficult to 
comprehend.

In general, the reaction for a good deed is material en-
joyment, and the reaction to a sinful activity is distress. 
As the karmic record, cannot be black or white but have 
million shades of gray, therefore everyone suffers a com-
bination of pleasure and pain.

Karma thus locks us up in a cycle of action and subse-
quent reaction. Some which are about and some we are 
not like the analogy of the movie. As long as we are in this 
cycle, we will experience both happiness and distress. 
Even if we act in a pious way, we destine ourselves to 
accept another material body at death to enjoy the reac-
tions to our materially good actions. As long as we accept 
a material body, we cannot avoid the miseries of disease, 
old age, and death.

Seeing through spiritual standpoint and principles of 
reincarnation, we can see life with a broader perspective 
- not of one brief lifetime, which is nothing more than a 
flash in time, but from the standpoint of eternity. With 
this broader vision we can understand how each of us 
individual souls is alone responsible for what happens 
in our life.

Courtesy: ISKCON 

outlook

How we live our lives 
depends entirely on 
the direction we take 
at the important 
crossroads of 
our lives. These 
directions must be 
chosen primarily by 
the heart if we want 
to be truly happy.

If you allow yourself to be affected, even 
minutely, by flattery, to that extent you will 
be affixing one more iron bar in the prison 
of your ego. And to the extent that you 
allow yourself to accept in your ego even 
the slightest energy, to that exact extent you 
will create more bondage for yourself.
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Team South Africa

TOUGH CALL

FIH MEN’S HOCKEY WC 2023

Sam Billings opts out of IPL 
2023 to focus on longer format

Anything is possible, India also 
have a chance: Juan Escarre 

England and Kolkata Knight 
Riders (KKR) batter Sam 
Billings has opted out of the 
upcoming Indian Premier 
League (IPL) 2023 to focus on 
the “longer format of cricket,” 
the wicket-keeper batter an-
nounced on Monday.

Billings took to social media 
to announce his decision and 
said that he had to make a 
tough call and will now focus 
on the “longer format cricket.” 
“Have taken the tough deci-
sion that I won’t be taking part 
in the next IPL @KKRiders

Looking to focus on longer 
format cricket at the start of 
the English summer with @
kentcricket,” Sam Billings said 
in a tweet. In the next tweet of 
the thread, the KKR batter 

also thanked the franchise for 
the opportunity. “Thank you 
so much for the opportunity 
@kkriders! Loved every min-

ute of it. An amazing franchise 
with some brilliant people. 
Hopefully see you again in the 
future,” he added.

Spanish hockey stalwart Juan 
Escarre said on Monday that 
anything can happen during 
the FIH Men’s Hockey World 
Cup 2023 in Odisha and hosts 
India also have a chance to 
win the tournament.

Escarre, who recently 
toured Bhubaneswar with 
Spain Men’s Team for the FIH 
Hockey Pro League 2022/23 
matches against India and 
New Zealand, said that “any-
thing is possible at the World 
Cup.” The 16 teams compet-
ing in the FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023 Bhu-
baneswar-Rourkela from 
January 13-29 are Australia, 
Belgium, Netherlands, India, 
Argentina, Germany, New 
Zealand, England, France, 
Korea, Malaysia, Spain, 
South Africa, Japan, Chile, 
and Wales.

“If you see the world rank-
ings- Belgium, Australia 
and you will always find a 
very good German team. Of 
course, India also, I think 
they have a chance. And, the 

Netherlands and Spain as 
well. But, you never know, 
anything is possible in this 
kind of tournament,” he said 
as per a press release from 
Hockey India.

Escarre further opened up 
on Spain’s chances of mak-
ing it to the knockout round 
of the tournament. “We will 
have the first match with 
India, and then Wales and 
England. Then, you have to 
cross with another group, 
and with two good matches, 
you are in the semi-Final. 
During my time, the system 
was very difficult, you have 
to be on the top of six teams 
and straight to Semi-Final or 

from there play 5-8 placing. 
We will see, we are working to 
give our best and we will try 
to win it,” the Assistant Coach 
concluded his point.

Escarre went back in time 
to reflect on his Silver med-
al-winning feat at the 1998 
World Cup and Spain’s excit-
ing rivalry with the Nether-
lands during his time.

The Spanish team, led by 
Joaquim Malgosa, remained 
unbeaten in the group stage, 
finishing second in Pool B of 
the 1998 Men’s Hockey World 
Cup with four wins and a 
draw. They went on to defeat 
Germany 3-0 in the Semi-
Finals before succumbing to 
a narrow 2-3 loss to the hosts 
Netherlands to earn a silver 
medal.

“I got injured in the Final. 
I remember, we scored the 
first two goals, I got injured 
and then we lost. Every time 
I go to the Netherlands, they 
thank me and say because of 
my injury they won the world 
cup,” Escarre, who scored 
three goals in the tourna-
ment, said.
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LOW-SCORING FINAL

CONFIDENT THAT PAKISTAN CAN 
LIFT WORLD CUP: HAYDEN

Pakistan cricket team mentor 
Matthew Hayden said that de-
spite the defeat he was proud 
of the team for the fight that 
they put up against England 
in the T20 World Cup summit 
clash on Sunday at the MCG.

“It’s amazing that these boys 
haven’t had the opportunity 
like the rest of you have but 
every game, they turned up. 
Every game, they tried their 
best in the nets. Bowling, 
throwing and I think that de-
serves a round of applause,” 
Hayden said in a video.

“It’s amazing to think how 
far we have come in this tour-
nament and I know you got to 
be hurting. It does hurt but the 
reality is that we are so close. 
Guys, I am really proud of 
you. I think you have done a 
wonderful job. Thank you for 
sharing your inner sanctum 
with me,” he said. “I hope each 
one of you boys feel proud of 
the achievements of this play-
ing group. I just want to say 
thank you for sharing your 

dressing room, sharing your 
hearts, your mind, your spirit 
and also putting in your abso-
lute 100% into this campaign. 
On behalf of the support staff, 
we just feel so honoured and 
privileged to be a part of that 
story,” Pakistan cricket team 
mentor Matthew Hayden 
added in the video. Hayden 
believes that the team’s per-
formance would improve by 
the time they travel to India 
for the 50-over World Cup.

“Take it back a month ago, 
you all shared a meal at my 
house and I said I was confi-

dent that we can lift the World 
Cup. No that hasn’t changed. 
Nothing has changed. I am 
confident that this group of 
young men can lift the World 
Cup. And I am confident that 
with some clarity on how 
to move forward from this 
tournament, how to celebrate 
some good performances and 
also acknowledge some of the 
weaknesses we have had in 
the last one month, that come 
the World Cup in India, again 
we’ll be celebrating getting 
somewhere near the World 
Cup,” he said.
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Team Pakistan

THREE-MATCH SERIES

South Africa announce 
16-player squad for Test 
series against Australia

Cricket South Africa (CSA) on 
Monday named the 16-man 
squad for the upcoming three-
match Test series against Aus-
tralia, which gets underway at 
the Gabba in Brisbane from 
December 17.

Pacer Gerald Coetzee has 
earned his maiden call-up to 
the South Africa red-ball set-
up after impressing for his do-
mestic team. The 22-year-old 
has garnered 40 wickets at an 
average of 28.82 and a career-
best 4-47 in his 13 first-class 
matches thus far. There is also 
a recall for Theunis de Bruyn, 

who last featured for the na-
tional side in 2019. The right-
hander, who has 12 Test caps, 
has enjoyed success with the 
Momentum Multiply Titans 
in the CSA 4-Day Domestic 
Series with a first-class aver-
age of 41.83, including a title-
winning 143 in the final round 
of matches last term.

Another key batter Rassie 
van der Dussen has recovered 
from the finger injury that cut 
short his tour to England ear-
lier in the year and the subse-
quent ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup to take his place in the 
squad, while Keshav Maharaj 
is cleared for the tour. 

TDG NETWORK
JOHANNESURG

Ministry of Youth Af-
fairs & Sports an-
nounced the Na-

tional Sports Awards 2022 
on Monday. The awardees 
will receive their awards 
from the President of India 
at a specially organized func-
tion at Rashtrapati Bhavan 
on 30th November, 2022. 
25 sportspersons including 
Lakshya Sen and Nikhat 
Zareen will be receiving Ar-
juna Awards. Table Tennis 
legend and Commonwealth 
Games medalist Achanta 
Sharath Kamal has been 
awarded with the Major 
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna 
Award 2022.

This year, for the first time, 
applications were invited 
only online and sportsper-
sons/coaches/entities were 
permitted to self-apply 
through a dedicated portal. 
A large number of nomina-
tions were received for these 
awards this year, which were 
considered by the Selection 
Committee headed by Jus-
tice A. M. Khanwilkar, Retd. 
Judge, Supreme Court of In-

dia and consisting members 
from eminent sportspersons, 
persons having experience 
in sports journalism and 
sports administrators.

Based on the recommenda-
tions of the Committee and 
after due scrutiny, Govern-
ment has decided to confer 
awards upon the following 
sportspersons, coaches and 
entities:

National Sports Awards 
are given every year to recog-

nize and reward excellence 
in sports.

‘Major Dhyan Chand Khel 
Ratna Award’ is given for 
the spectacular and most 
outstanding performance 
in the field of sports by a 
sportsperson over the period 
of the previous four years.

‘Arjuna Award for out-
standing performance in 
Sports and Games’ is given 
for good performance over 
a period of the previous 
four years and for show-

ing qualities of leadership, 
sportsmanship and a sense 
of discipline.

‘Dronacharya Award for 
outstanding coaches in 
Sports and Games’ is given to 
coaches for doing outstand-
ing and meritorious work on 
a consistent basis and for en-
abling sportspersons to excel 
in International events.

‘Dhyan Chand Award for 
Lifetime achievement in 
Sports and Games’ is given to 
honour sportspersons who 

have contributed to sports by 
their performance and who 
continue to contribute to the 
promotion of sports event 
after their retirement.

‘Rashtriya Khel Protsahan 
Puruskar’ is given to corpo-
rate entities (both in private 
and public sector), Sports 
Control Boards, NGOs, in-

cluding sports bodies at the 
State and National level, who 
have played a visible role in 
the area of sports promotion 
and development.

The overall top-performing 
university in inter-universi-
ty tournaments is given the 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
(MAKA) Trophy.

NATIONAL SPORTS AWARDS
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Lakshya Sen Nikhat Zareen Sarita Mor Maan Sujeet Maan 

Achanta Sharath Kamal Anshu Malik Eldhose Paul HS Pronoy

25 SPORTS PERSONS INCLUDING LAKSHYA SEN AND 
NIKHAT ZAREEN TO RECEIVE ARJUNA AWARDS 

MAIDEN TITLE

GEORGE RUSSELL WINS HIS FIRST F1 RACE IN BRAZILIAN GP

George Russell took his 
maiden Grand Prix title 
home in style at Sao Paulo, 
Mercedes taking their first 
win and one-two of the sea-
son with Lewis Hamilton fin-
ishing second over Ferrari’s 
Carlos Sainz.
The 24-year-old English 
driver resisted the pressure 
from compatriot Hamilton to 
finish 1.529 seconds clear of 
the seven-time champion. In 
third place for Ferrari, Car-
los Sainz beat his teammate 
Charles Leclerc, and two-
time winner Fernando Alon-
so finished fifth for Alpine. 
Max Verstappen, a two-time 
champion, finished sixth 
for Red Bull after making a 
pit stop after colliding with 
Hamilton on the seventh 
lap, for which he received 
a penalty. Prior to Esteban 

Ocon of Alpine, Valtteri Bot-
tas of Alfa Romeo, and Lance 
Stroll of Aston Martin, Ser-
gio Perez finished eighth in 
the second Red Bull.

Courtesy of their Sprint 
result and Carlos Sainz’s 
five-place grid penalty, Rus-
sell led Hamilton away at 
the start, with the Safety Car 
quickly deployed for a col-
lision between Daniel Ric-
ciardo and Kevin Magnus-

sen that sent both cars out 
at Turn 8, bringing out the 
Safety Car.

The Lap 7 resumption saw 
Max Verstappen and Lewis 
Hamilton collide at Turn 2 
before Lando Norris sent 
Charles Leclerc into the Turn 
7 barriers. Neither of the four 
cars retired but Verstappen 
and Norris both took five-
second penalties for their 
incidents.

Hamilton recovered soon 
after his collision with Ver-
stappen and the seven-time 
champion ran second behind 
Russell when a stoppage for 
Norris, on Lap 52, brought 
out a VSC-turned Safety Car.

Under immense pressure, 
Russell retained his lead 
over Hamilton on the Lap 
60 restart and delivered his 
first win by a margin of 1.5 
seconds over the seven-time 
champion.

Perez’s final stint on medi-
um tyres therefore saw him 
settle for seventh ahead of 
Ocon, who had made it past 
Bottas in the final stages of 
the race. With Bottas ninth, 
Lance Stroll rounded out the 
top 10 for Aston Martin - the 
Canadian having begun on 
mediums but swapped to 
softs for his final stint, which 
gave him an advantage over 
11th-placed teammate Vettel.

Vettel ran as high as fifth, 
even passing Norris early in 
the race, but fell back, having 
been undercut by numerous 
midfielders around Lap 25 
- which left the four-time 
champion out of the points. 
Medium tyres for his final 
stint cost him during the 
Safety Car restart.

“What an amazing feeling. 
Just a huge thank you to the 
whole team for making this 
possible. It’s been an emo-
tional rollercoaster this sea-
son. This race, a really tough 
race. I felt in control, Lewis 
was super-fast and when I 
saw the Safety Car, I thought, 
‘Oh Jesus, this is going to be 
a really difficult end’, and he 
put me under so much pres-
sure - but [I’m] so happy to 
come away with the victory,” 
Formula1.com quoted Mer-
cedes’ race winner George 
Russell as saying. 

George Russell 

Juan Escarre 
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6.  Shri Amit Boxing 
7.  Ms Nikhat Zareen Boxing 
8.  Ms Bhakti Pradip Kulkarni Chess 
9.  Shri R Praggnanandhaa Chess 
10.  Ms Deep Grace Ekka Hockey 
11.  Ms Shushila Devi Judo 
12.  Ms Sakshi Kumari Kabaddi 
13.  Ms Nayan Moni Saikia Lawn Bowl 
14.  Shri Sagar Kailas Ovhalkar Mallakhamb 
15.  Ms ElavenilValarivan Shooting 
16.  Shri Omprakash Mitharval Shooting 
17.  Ms Sreeja Akula Table Tennis 
18.  Shri Vikas Thakur Weightlifting 
19.  Ms Anshu Wrestling 
20.  Ms Sarita Wrestling 
21.  Shri Parveen Wushu 
22.  Ms Manasi Girishchandra Joshi Para Badminton 
23.  Shri Tarun Dhillon Para Badminton 
24.  Shri Swapnil Sanjay Patil Para Swimming 
25.  Ms Jerlin Anika J Deaf Badminton 

  
(iii) Dronacharya Award for outstanding coaches in Sports and Games 2022 
 

A. Regular Category: 
 

S. No. Name of the Coach (S/Shri/Ms) Discipline 
1.  Shri Jiwanjot Singh Teja Archery 
2.  Shri Mohammad Ali Qamar Boxing 
3.  Ms Suma Siddharth Shirur Para Shooting 
4.  Shri Sujeet Maan Wrestling 

 
B. Lifetime Category: 

 
S.No. Name of the Coach (S/Shri/Ms) Discipline 

1.  Shri Dinesh Jawahar Lad Cricket 
2.  Shri Bimal Prafulla Ghosh Football 
3.  Shri Raj Singh Wrestling 

 
 (iv) Dhyan Chand Award for Lifetime achievement in Sports and Games 2022 
 

S. No. Name of the sportsperson Discipline 
1.  Ms Ashwini Akkunji C. Athletics 
2.  Shri Dharamvir Singh Hockey 
3.  Shri B.C Suresh Kabaddi 
4.  Shri Nir Bahadur Gurung Para Athletics 
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(v)  Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(vi) Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy 2022:   
 

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar 
 

The awardees will receive their awards from the Hon’ble President of India at a specially 
organized function at Rashtrapati Bhavan on 30th November, 2022 (Wednesday) at 1600 hrs. 

 
 

*****  

S. 
No. 

Category  Entity recommended for Rashtriya 
Khel Protsahan Puruskar, 2022 

1. Identification and Nurturing of 
Budding and Young Talent 

TransStadia Enterprises Private Limited  
 

2. Encouragement to sports 
through Corporate Social 
Responsibility 

Kalinga Institute of Industrial 
Technology 

3. Sports for Development 
 

Ladakh Ski & Snowboard Association 

LIST OF SPORTSPERSONS WHO  HAVE BEEN CONFERRED WITH THE AWARDS
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

NATIONAL SPORTS AWARDS -2022 
 

National Sports Awards are given every year to recognize and reward excellence in 
sports.  
 
‘Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award’ is given for the spectacular and most outstanding 
performance in the field of sports by a sportsperson over the period of the previous four years. 
 
‘Arjuna Award for outstanding performance in Sports and Games’ is given for good 
performance over a period of the previous four years and for showing qualities of leadership, 
sportsmanship and a sense of discipline.  
 
‘Dronacharya Award for outstanding coaches in Sports and Games’ is given to coaches for 
doing outstanding and meritorious work on a consistent basis and for enabling sportspersons 
to excel in International events.  
 
‘Dhyan Chand Award for Lifetime achievement in Sports and Games’ is given to honour 
sportspersons who have contributed to sports by their performance and who continue to 
contribute to promotion of sports event after their retirement.  
 
‘Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar’ is given to corporate entities (both in private and public 
sector), Sports Control Boards, NGOs, including sports bodies at the State and National level, 
who have played a visible role in the area of sports promotion and development.   
 
The overall top performing university in inter-university tournaments is given the Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy.  
 
This year, for the first time, applications were invited only online and 
sportspersons/coaches/entities were permitted to self-apply through a dedicated portal. A large 
number of nominations were received for these awards this year, which were considered by the 
Selection Committee headed by Justice A. M. Khanwilkar, Retd. Judge, Supreme Court of 
India and consisting members from eminent sportspersons, persons having experience in sports 
journalism and sports administrators. 
 
Based on the recommendations of the Committee and after due scrutiny, Government has 
decided to confer awards upon the following sportspersons, coaches and entities: 
 
(i) Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award 2022 
 

 
 
 

(ii) Arjuna Awards for outstanding performance in Sports and Games 2022  
 

S. No. Name of the sportsperson  Discipline 
1.  Ms Seema Punia Athletics 
2.  Shri Eldhose Paul Athletics 
3.  Shri Avinash Mukund Sable Athletics 
4.  Shri Lakshya Sen Badminton 
5.  Shri Prannoy HS Badminton 

S. No. Name of the sportsperson Discipline 
1. Shri Sharath Kamal Achanta Table Tennis 



MATCH-WINNING KNOCK

Can you play in next 50-over 
World Cup please? Michael 
Vaughan to Ben Stokes

Following Ben Stokes’ match-winning half-
century in the final of the ICC T20 World 
Cup against Pakistan on Sunday, former 
England captain Michael Vaughan wants the 
all-rounder to reverse his ODI retirement to 
help his side defend the 50-over World Cup 
next year with his all-round skills. Top perfor-
mances from Sam Curran and Ben Stokes 
powered England to their sec-
ond ICC T20 World 

Cup title after 2010, as they defeated Pakistan 
by five wickets in a gripping, low-scoring final 
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) on 
Sunday. “Can you play in next year’s 50 over 
World Cup please @benstokes38! Asking for 
a nation,” tweeted Vaughan.

The all-rounder had a solid ICC T20 WC, 
having scored 110 runs in six matches at an 
average of 36.66. He also took six wickets for 
his side at an economy rate of 6.79.

Stokes retired from the 50-over format af-
ter playing the first ODI of England’s series 
against South Africa on July 19. He could score 
only five runs in his final match.

In 105 ODIs, Stokes scored 2,924 runs at an 
average of 38.98. Three centuries and 21 half-
centuries came out of the all-rounder’s willow 
in 90 innings, with the best score of 102*.

As a bowler, he took 74 wickets at an aver-
age of 42.39 and economy rate of 6.05. His 
best bowling figures in the 50-over format 

are 5/61.
It is not surprising that Vaughan 

wants Stokes to reverse his ODI 
retirement decision given his 

ability to help his side win 
big matches. Notably, he 

had played a match-win-
ning knock of 84* in 
the final of the ICC Cricket 
World Cup 2019 against New 
Zealand, which his side won on basis 
of boundary count after the match was tied 
and the consequent Super Over produced 
the same result. In August 2019, he played a 
memorable knock of 135* against Australia 
in the third Test of the Ashes series. 
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GLITTERING LINEUP

KOHLI, SURYAKUMAR ADDED TO MOST 
VALUABLE TEAM OF ICC MEN’S T20 WORLD CUP

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) on Monday 
named their most valuable 
team of the recently-ended 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup. 
Two Indians Virat Kohli and 
Suryakumar Yadav have 
been named to the team.

Players from six different 
nations have been named the 
Most Valuable Team of the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 
2022. Stars from champions 
England, runners-up Paki-
stan, semi-finalists India 
and New Zealand as well as 
Zimbabwe and South Africa 
all feature in the glittering 
lineup.

Captain, wicketkeeper and 
opening batter Jos Buttler, 
fellow opener Alex Hales 
and seamer Sam Curran all 
make the cut for England 
after helping steer their side 
to a second ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup title.

There are also spots for 
New Zealand star Glenn 

Phillips, India talisman Vi-
rat Kohli - the tournament’s 
leading run-scorer - Paki-
stan left-arm pacer Shaheen 
Shah Afridi and Zimbabwe’s 
Sikandar Raza in the line-up.

The side was pulled to-
gether by a selection panel 
featuring commentators, 
former international players 
and journalists Ian Bishop 
(Convener), Mel Jones (both 
commentators), Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul (ICC Hall of 
Famer), Partha Bhaduri 
(Journalist, The Times of In-

dia), Wasim Khan (ICC Gen-
eral Manager of Cricket).

Kohli kickstarted his cam-
paign with a pivotal 82 not 
out against arch-rivals Paki-
stan to anchor his side to a 
heart-thumping final-ball 
four-wicket victory.

And further knocks of 
64 not out against Bangla-
desh, 62 not out against the 
Netherlands and 50 against 
England in the semi-finals 
helped round off an individ-
ual competition to savour for 
one of the greatest white-ball 

batters of the modern era.
Fellow Indian Suryakumar 

slots in at No.4 after finishing 
as the tournament’s third-
most prolific batter with 239 
runs overall.

The Most Valuable Team 
of the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2022 (in batting order) 
is: Alex Hales (England) - 212 
runs at 42.40, Jos Buttler (c/
wk) (England) - 225 runs 
at 45.00 and nine dismiss-
als, Virat Kohli (India) - 296 
runs at 98.66, Suryakumar 
Yadav (India) - 239 runs at 
59.75, Glenn Phillips (New 
Zealand) - 201 runs at 40.20, 
Sikandar Raza (Zimba-
bwe) - 219 runs at 27.37 and 
10 wickets at 15.60, Shadab 
Khan (Pakistan) - 98 runs 
at 24.50 and 11 wickets at 
15.00, Sam Curran (Eng-
land) - 13 wickets at 11.38, 
Anrich Nortje (South Africa) 
- 11 wickets at 8.54, Mark 
Wood (England) - 9 wickets 
at 12.00, Shaheen Shah Af-
ridi (Pakistan) - 11 wickets at 
14.09. 
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Virat Kohli and Suryakumar Yadav Pakistan pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi 

HIGH SPIRITS

Shaheen Afridi advised 
two-week rehab due to 
knee discomfort

Pakistan pacer Shaheen Shah 
Afridi has been advised two-
week rehabilitation after he 
landed awkwardly while 
taking Harry Brook’s catch 
during Sunday’s ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2022 final in 
Melbourne.

The scan conducted on 
Monday morning prior to the 
team’s departure for Pakistan, 
has confirmed there were no 
signs of an injury and the 
knee discomfort was likely 

“due to a forced knee flexion 
whilst landing”, as per a press 
release from PCB. The scans 
were discussed between 
PCB’s Chief Medical Officer, 
Dr Najeebullah Soomro, and 
Australian knee specialist, Dr 
Peter D’Alessandro, and it was 
reassuring to know that there 
was no injury. The left-arm 
fast bowler is feeling better 
and is in high spirits. Shaheen 
will undergo a rehabilitation 
programme to strengthen his 
knee at the National High-Per-
formance Centre a few days 
after returning to Pakistan.
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NEW ZEALAND TOUR

IF I WAS CHAIRMAN OF SELECTORS, WOULD SELECT HARDIK 
AS CAPTAIN FOR 2024 T20 WC STRAIGHT AWAY: SRIKKANTH
Former Indian cricketer Kris 
Srikkanth said on Monday 
that if he was the Chairman of 
the Selection Committee, he 
would appoint Hardik Pan-
dya as India’s captain for the 
next T20 World Cup in 2024 
and start the preparations for 
that tournament right from 
India’s tour to New Zealand, 
which will kick off on 18 No-
vember.

Speaking exclusively on 
Star Sports show ‘Match 
Point’, former chairman of 
the selection committee Srik-
kanth spoke on the road for 
India ahead of the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup in 2024. 
“See if I was the Chairman 
of the selection committee, I 
would say that Hardik Pan-
dya should be the captain of 

the 2024 World Cup straight 
away, I would put it that way 
- number one. And start re-
building a side right from to-

day, that is from the New Zea-
land series which is going to 
happen in a week’s time. You 
start from today, the prepa-

ration for the World cup, you 
need to understand, starts 
two years in advance.”

“So, you do whatever you 

want to do, the trial and er-
ror policy, do whatever you 
want, try it for one year, then 
you form a team and by 2023 
make sure this is going to be 
at the level that is going to 
play the World Cup. And as 
both Bish (Ian Bishop) and 
Irfan pointed out, you need 
more fast-ball all-rounders. 
Let’s see, the 1983 World Cup, 
2011 World Cup, and 2007 
T20 World Cup, why did 
we win? We had many fast-
ball all-rounders and semi 
all-rounders. So, to identify 
these guys - guys like Hooda 
(Deepak), there are going to 
be so many more Hoodas.”

Pandya led Gujarat Titans 
from the front in IPL 2022, 
scoring 487 runs in 15 games 
at an average of 44.27 and 
four half-centuries. Pan-
dya also took eight wickets 

throughout the tournament.
In Blue colours, Pandya 

had his first experience as 
the vice-captain during the 
home series against South 
Africa that took place in June. 
The series had ended in a 2-2 
draw after the final T20I was 
washed out.

He was then named as the 
captain of the Indian team 
that went to Ireland to play 
two T20Is. India won that 
series 2-0. After this, Pan-
dya was named as the vice-
captain of India’s T20I series 
against West Indies, which 
India won 4-1.

Pandya will lead the Indian 
squad in T20Is against New 
Zealand with Rishabh Pant 
being his deputy. The tour to 
New Zealand will start on No-
vember 18. It will have three 
T20Is and three ODIs.

Hardik Pandya 
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England will be receiv-
ing a massive $US 1.6 
million for clinching 

their second ICC T20 World 
Cup title after defeating Paki-
stan in the final on Sunday.

The total prize pool of $5.6 
million will be distributed 
among all the teams. Run-
ners-up Pakistan will get half 
the amount that England got 
($800,000). On the other 
hand, the two losing semi-
finalists - India and New 
Zealand - will get $400,000 
each, as per ICC.

$70,000 each will be given 
to the teams which made an 
exit during the Super 12 stage 
of the tournament. These 
teams will also get $40,000 
per win they clinched during 
what was a highly-competi-
tive, thrilling Super 12 phase.

The four teams that were 
knocked out during the 
first round, which included 

UAE, Scotland, Namibia and 
West Indies will get $40,000 
each, along with an addi-
tional $40,000 for each win 
picked up.

Coming to the summit 
clash, asked to bat first by 

England, Pakistan closed 
their innings at 137/8. Shan 
Masood (38) and skipper 
Babar Azam (32) scored the 
bulk of Pakistan’s sub-par 
total.

Sam Curran (3/12) was 

the leading bowler for Eng-
land while legspinner Adil 
Rashid (2/22) and pacer 
Chris Jordan (2/27) also 
got crucial wickets to dent 
Pakistan’s progress. Ben 
Stokes, who scored a match-

winning, unbeaten 52, also 
claimed a wicket.

Chasing 138, England 
were reduced to 45/3 in 5.3 
overs. But a 48-run stand 
between Ben Stokes (52* off 
49 balls with five fours and 
a six) and Moeen Ali (19 off 
13 balls) swung the game in 
England’s favour and they 
won their second world title.

Haris Rauf (2/23) was the 
pick of the bowlers for Paki-
stan while Shaheen Shah 
Afridi, Md. Wasim Jr and 
Shadab Khan picked one 
wicket each.

While Stokes took England 
over the line with a dazzling 
knock, it was Curran who 
clinched the ‘Man of the 
Match’ for his dream spell in 
the final.

Brief score: Pakistan: 137/8 
(Shan Masood 38, Babar 
Azam 32; Sam Curran 3-12) 
vs England: 138/5 (Ben 
Stokes 52*, Jos Buttler 26, 
Haris Rauf 2/23). 

SUMMIT CLASH
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England players celebrate after winning the ICC Mens T20 World Cup 2022 final match, at Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground, in Melbourne on Sunday.

ENGLAND TO RECEIVE 
$1.6 MILLION FOLLOWING 
THEIR T20 WORLD CUP WIN

Taylor Fritz 

ATP FINALS

Rafael Nadal suffers 
defeat against Taylor 
Fritz in opener

Taylor Fritz on Sunday 
produced a famous up-
set as he defeated Rafael 
Nadal in the ATP Finals 
in Turin.

Fritz completed a dream 
debut at the season finale 
while smashing Nadal’s 
bid to win the lone big 
title that has eluded him 
in his legendary career 
with a 7-6(3), 6-1 victory. 
“It feels great. I felt like 
coming out of the first 
match, especially for my 
hopes of getting out of the 
group, it was going to be 
really important. I didn’t 
want to put myself in a 
position where I needed 
to win out if I wanted to 
move on. I came out and 
played a great match, and 
I couldn’t be happier,” 
ATP.com quoted Fritz as 
saying.

Fritz was the last player 
to enter the Turin field, 
but he immediately made 
a statement by domi-
nating the match with 
his serve and forehand. 
Without encountering a 
breakpoint, the 25-year-
old created nine of his 
own and converted on 
two of six in the second 
set as he easily won the 
final five games to claim 
victory.

In the rallies, both play-

ers tried to reach their 
forehands early and fre-
quently, but Fritz had 
greater success with this 
key approach, completing 
the match with 23 wins to 
Nadal’s 18.

Fritz primarily used his 
forehand shots to cause 
damage off the court, 
but the American also 
highlighted a significant 
advantage on his rally 
backhand as he benefited 
from the Pala Alpitour’s 
slippery indoor court.

“The court’s definitely 
fast. For me, fast is good 
for my serve, it’s good for 
my backhand. I feel like 
different speeds always 
have parts that help my 
game, and parts that hurt 
my game. On a slower 
court, I have so much 
more time to kind of load 
up on a forehand,” he ex-
plained in his on-court 
interview.

“On a court like this, I 
can lean into my back-
hand and hit it deep cross 
to Rafa’s forehand, and it 
makes it a but tougher for 
him to step in and crush 
it. On a slower surface, 
he gets time on the fore-
hand when I go backhand 
cross, and it’s probably 
done for me. So I’d say 
that’s where it helps me 
the most on the ground 
against him,” he added.
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