
In a  mark of New Delhi’s 
growing global stature 
and soft power, India 

played a pivotal role in res-
cuing the G20 summit of the 
world’s most powerful coun-
tries in Bali by midwifing a 
consensus on acceptable 
language in the planned joint 
communique on the Ukraine 
crisis, and playing the role of 
a bridge builder between ri-
val parties. 

Amid speculation about the 
collapse of the Bali summit 
due to the reported failure to 
come out with a joint com-
munique, India, along with 
Indonesia, played the role of 

swing states by accommo-
dating dissenting viewpoints 
on the Ukraine crisis in a 
mutually agreed joint state-
ment, highly-placed sources 
told this writer on the mar-
gins of the G20 summit. Just 
when there  was a sense of 
resignation in the interna-
tional community about the 
Bali summit ending without 
a joint declaration, India’s 
gifted negotiators pulled 
off the nearly impossible by 
getting Russia and Western 
countries to agree to a con-
sensus formulation on the 
Ukraine crisis.    

The mutually agreed lan-
guage on the Ukraine crisis 
does not explicitly condemn 
Russia, but highlights the 

threat of a nuclear confla-
gration, a veiled but obvious 
reference to Russia’s oft-iter-
ated threat of using nuclear 
weapons to end the Ukraine 
crisis. The joint commu-
nique recognises alternate 
viewpoints, including Mos-
cow’s security concerns, but 
refrains from adversarial 
confrontationist posturing, 
thereby saving the G20 from 
partisan duelling. 

India played a construc-
tive and positive role in pro-
moting a mid-way inclusive 
formulation on the Ukraine 
crisis, thereby setting the 
stage for the success of In-
dia’s first-ever presidency of 
G20 that begins on 1 Decem-
ber 2022. 

Both Indonesia and India, 
the current and future chair 
of the G20 respectively, ar-
gued before sceptics and dis-
senters that a joint communi-
que and a mutually agreeable 
formulation on the Ukraine 
crisis was essential to saving 
the grouping. 

Indonesian President Joko 
Widodo will symbolically 
hand over the G2O presiden-
cy to India at the end of the 
Bali summit on 16 November. 
This is the first time develop-
ing and emerging economies, 
including Indonesia, India, 
Brazil and South Africa will 
hold the presidency of G20 
from 2022 to 2025. 

Diplomacy & Dialogue 
Speaking at the G20 sum-

mit, PM Modi underlined the 
need for diplomacy and dia-
logue to resolve the Ukraine 
crisis. “I have repeatedly said 
that we have to find a way to 
return to the path of ceasefire 
and diplomacy in Ukraine.” 

“The onus of creating a new 
world order for the post-Co-
vid period lies on our shoul-
ders. The need of the hour is 
to show concrete and collec-
tive resolve to ensure peace, 
harmony and security in the 
world,” he said. Setting the 
tone for India’s G20 presi-
dency, PM Modi said: “I 
am confident that next year 
when the G20 meets in the 
holy land of Buddha and 
Gandhi, we will all agree 

IndIa saves G20 from stutter, 
brokers ukraIne compromIse 

takInG a lead

lapses 

First handshake since 
Galwan: Modi, Xi 
meet at G20 dinner

shraddha’s father 
demands death penalty 
for aaftab

A killer’s confession: 
‘Made up mind to kill 
Shraddha a week before’

Morbi tragedy: Gujarat 
HC says municipality fails 
to comply with law 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday met Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping at 
the G20 dinner hosted by 
Indonesian President Joko 
Widodo in Bali, Indonesia.
Both the leaders exchanged 
pleasantries at the high-
profile dinner. Notably, this 
is the first handshake since 

China’s Peoples Liberation 
Army and the Indian Army’s 
standoff in eastern Ladakh 
in April 2020. 

The relations between In-
dia and China soured follow-
ing a standoff in April-May 
2020 over the transgres-
sions by the Chinese Army 
in multiple areas including 
the Finger Area, Galwan 
Valley, Hot Springs, and 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and US President Joe 
Biedn on Tuesday shared a 
warm hug as the G20 Sum-
mit began in Bali.

In a photo shared by the 
Prime Minister’s Office, the 
two leaders are seen shak-
ing hands “PM @naren-
dramodi and @POTUS @Jo-
eBideninteract during the @
g20org Summit in Bali. G20  

Terribly disturbed and de-
jected Shraddha’s father, 
Vikas Walker on Tuesday 
demanded death penalty for 
Aaftab while also suspecting 
a “love jihad” angle behind 
the incident. 
“I suspected a love jihad 
angle. We demand the death 
penalty for Aaftab. I trust 
Delhi Police and the probe 
is moving in the right direc-
tion. Shraddha was close to 
her uncle and didn’t talk to 
me much. I was never in 
touch with Aaftab. I lodged 
the first complaint in Mum-
bai’s Vasai,” he said. 

Vikas Walker also said, “I 
had spoken to Shraddha 
last in 2021. I used to take 
information about her from 
her friend. She did not talk 
to me much. I did not know 
that she had shifted to Delhi. 
Her friend told me that she 
is in Delhi. I thought that 
she was in Bangaluru. Aaf-
tab has got a lot of time to 
finish the evidence.”

Meanwhile, friends of 
Shraddh, have narrated 
their side of the story, paint-
ing a picture of Shraddha as 
they knew her. 

Shraddha’s friends who 
were from Maharashtra’s 
Palghar said that initially, 

cbI charGesheet 
aGaInst 4 
accused In 
mumbaI blasts 
MuMbai: The Central bu-
reau of investigation (Cbi) 
has filed a supplementary 
chargesheet against the 
four accused arrested ear-
lier in connection with the 
1993 Mumbai serial bomb 
blast incident, and said 
that they hatched the con-
spiracy at the residence 
of underworld gangster 
Dawood ibrahim.  These 
four accused, identified as 
abu bakar, Yusuf bhatka, 
Shoib Qureshi alias Shoib 
baba and Sayyad Qureshi, 
were arrested from Gu-
jarat a few months back, 
and the Cbi filed a supple-
mentary chargesheet on 
Monday, 29 years after the 
serial blast incident. 

vhp seeks 
central law 
to stop IlleGal 
conversIons
New Delhi: after the 
Supreme Court showed 
concern over the ‘forced 
religious conversions’, 
Central Joint General 
Secretary of Vishva hindu 
Parishad (VhP) Surendra 
Jain on Tuesday urged the 
Centre to bring a law to 
stop illegal conversions 
in the country. Jain said, 

“Various incidents that hap-
pened across the country 
and also the commissions 
formed on this subject say 
quite loudly and clearly 
that illegal conversion is a 
threat to the fundamental 
right to religious freedom 
and national security.” The 
Supreme Court on Mon-
day gave a clear warning 
that if this is not stopped, 
then a dangerous situa-
tion will be created for the 
country.

top of the day

The Gujarat High Court on 
Tuesday held that the mu-
nicipality defaulted to comply 
with the law and directed to 
produce all the files and asked 
the state government to make 
arrangements for jobs for the 

kin of deceased persons in the 
Morbi mishap that occurred 
on 30 October, plunging peo-
ple into the Machchhu River. 

The HC also framed the 
issue regarding the failure 
of compliance with the law 
while allocating contracts to 
the Ajanta group, seeking a 
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Modi, Biden bonds 
over G20 issues 

aaftab has no remorse, 
murder metIculously planned

whoever consIders IndIa as 
motherland Is hIndu: rss chIef

amId chInese buIldup, IndIa 
deploys 450 tanks, 22,000 
troops In eastern ladakh

Universities in Kerala 
fiefdoms of party cadre, 
their relatives: Governor

The 28-year-old Aaf-
tab Amin Poonawala who 
killed his girlfriend and 
live-in partner some six 
months back and was ar-
rested by the Delhi Police 
on Saturday late evening 
has no remorse over the 
act he had committed. He 
has said that now that the 
truth is out, I can “live in 
peace” and is perhaps much 

“relaxed”.
In a cold-blooded murder, 

Aaftab Poonawala, a food 
blogger and a professional 
chef killed his long-time 
girlfriend and live-in part-
ner Shraddha Vikas Walkar 
in May this year at a rented 
apartment in South Delhi’s 
Mehrauli area.

After killing Walkar, 
Poonawala dismembered 
her body into 35 pieces and 
threw it into the jungles of 

Mehrauli through the next 
18 days.

Police sources say that 
his training at a top notch 

five-star hotel as a chef 
made him an “expert” in 
anatomy and the use of  

Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) Chief Mohan 
Bhagwat on Tuesday said 
everyone in India is a Hin-
du. Addressing a public 
meeting at Ambikapur in 
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday, 
the RSS chief said one who 
considers India a moth-
erland is a Hindu. “This 

is irrespective of whether 
the person is a believer of 
any particular religion and 
wear certain clothes. This 
is the truth and the Sangh 
always speaks the truth. 
We have been one for hun-
dreds of years,” Bhagwat 
said. 

Bhagwat was the chief 
guest at a function or-
ganised by the RSS in the 

Amid reports of Chinese 
buildup across the Line of 
Actual Control, the Indian 
Army has built infrastruc-
ture for housing 450 tanks 
and over 22,000 troops in 
the Eastern Ladakh sector 

opposite China, defence 
sources said. 

The sources said that to 
counter the Chinese aggres-
sive movements in the Pan-
gong Tso lake which is both 
in India and China, Indian 
Army’s Corps of Engineer 
has inducted new Landing 

The tussle between Kerala Governor Arif Mohd Khan and 
the Pinarayi Vijayan government on Tuesday showed no sign 
of end with the Governor alleging that all appointments in 
the state-run universities are “illegal” while also adding that 
the universities have become “become fiefdoms of the party 
cadre”. 
“Why don’t you raise the issue that until last year Kerala had 
13 universities and all appointments are illegal? P5
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beyond partnershIp 

Hand in hand

PM Modi, China’s Xi Jinping exchange greetings at 
G20 summit dinner in Indonesia on Tuesday. ANI

   Countries initially fail to accommodate dissenting viewpoints on Ukraine
 India brings Russia and Western countries together for a consensus

 The accused even burnt his hands  to ensure he doesn’t get caught

P5

Aaftab Ameen Poonawala 
on Tuesday said he had 
made up his mind to kill his 
girlfriend more than a week 
before the murder, Delhi Po-
lice sources said on Tuesday. 

“More than a week before 
the murder (18 May), I had 
made up my mind to kill 
Shraddha. Even on that 
day, Shraddha and I had a 
fight. I was determined to 
kill her when she suddenly 
became emotional and start-
ed crying. So I held back for 
later,” a Delhi Police source 
quoted Aaftab as saying in 
his confession. Aaftab said 

his partner had trust issues 
because of which she would 
often get angry, leading to 
frequent quarrels. 

“I often had to talk to 
someone over the phone. 
However, she would doubt 
my commitment to the re-
lationship every time she 
caught me speaking over 
on the phone. She used to 
get very angry,” Aaftab told 
Delhi Police. 

Police said on further in-
vestigation, it was learnt 
that the couple had a fight 
on 18 May during which 
Aaftab killed Shraddha. “I 
was scared as I knew that 
if I dumped the body some-

shraddha 
murder case

Aaftab used to 
carry pieces of 
the carcass in 
a black foil but 
had thrown the 
pieces out of 
the foil in the 
forest,

Aaftab 
confesses to 

the crime, 
say that they 

fought often as 
Shraddha was 

pressurizing him 
for marriage

Aaftab had 
relations with 

many girls 
even before 

Shraddha
Aftab used to sleep 

in the same room 
where he had chopped 

Shraddha’s body 

He used to see 
Shraddha’s face after 
keeping it in the fridge

It was done to 
make it difficult 
to ascertain if 
the pieces were 
thrown or the 
remains were 
due to animal 
hunting.

16
new Zealand 
announces 
squad for serIes 
aGaInst IndIa

10
want same dIGnIfIed 
tIes for pak that u.s. 
has wIth IndIa, says 
Imran

3
delhI court Grants 
baIl to JacquelIne 
fernandeZ In pmla 
case
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ON THE RADAR

GAUTAM LAHIRI

G20 IN ANDAMAN
As Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi assumes 
the Presidency of the 
G20 Summit in Bali, a 
grand opening of the 
preparatory meeting 
is planned for the last 
week of November in 
the beautiful Havelock 
Island of Andaman and 
Nicobar. In December 
2018, the island was 
renamed Swaraj Island 
as a tribute to Subhas 
Chandra Bose. Bose 
hoisted the Indian flag on 
30 December 1943, and 
proclaimed the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands 
liberated from British 
rule. Swaraj Dweep is 
one of the largest islands 
in Ritchie's Archipelago, 
which is located in the 
Andaman Islands to the 
east of Great Andaman. 
The G-20 Secretariat of 
India is now busy finding 
accommodations for 40 
ambassadors and high 
commissioners, includ-
ing G-20 nations, in the 
island resort. Invitations 
have already been sent 
to the member coun-
tries. There are some 
countries whose newly 
appointed ambassadors 
have not presented the 
required credentials to 
the President of India. 
The Secretariat is now 
busy finding dates for the 
president to give time for 
those ambassadors to 
present their creden-
tials. Otherwise, they 
cannot be present for the 
preparatory meeting.

TRAHUL TAKES A 
BREAK
Rahul Gandhi was not 
seen campaigning in 
the recent Himachal 
assembly election. He 
is so involved with the 
Bharot Jodo Yatra that 
he may even skip the 
upcoming winter ses-
sion of the Parliament. 
Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge and 
other leaders of the 
party are now pressuring 
Rahul to give a pause to 
the yatra, and he should 
spend some time in 
Gujarat campaigning. 
Previously, Rahul was 
scheduled to arrive in 
Madhya Pradesh on 20 
November. Now it is be-
ing planned that he will 
change the programme 
to attend the Gujarat 
election campaign. It 
is not sure when he 
will come to Madhya 
Pradesh. 

FRIENDS OF  
PRESIDENT 
After a gap of 48 years, 
President Draupadi 
Murmu finally met her 
old friends, with whom 
she had spent her 
schooldays back in 
the 1970s. On Friday, 
the stage was set for a 
reunion meeting of Pres-
ident Draupadi Murmu 
with her high school 
friends at the Girls' High 
School in Bhubanesh-
war. School friends were 
a bit confused as to how 
to address President 
Murmu. Whether they 
can refer to her as Drau-
padi because she was 
a classmate. Friends 
knew that they could not 
break the protocol of the 
President of India.  

US President Joe Biden 
on Tuesday unexpectedly 
skipped the gala dinner at 
the G-20 Summit in Bali, In-
donesia. 

He skipped the dinner 
and the event he had been 
scheduled to attend after an 
official he met with earlier in 
the week tested positive for 
Covid-19 and returned to his 
hotel room for the evening, 
reported Epoch Times. Mean-
while, a White House official 
stressed that Biden does not 
have Covid-19, but offered 
little explanation for the sud-
den move. The official said the 
president had spent a full day 
in meetings and needed to at-
tend to a few things, but did 
not elaborate beyond stress-
ing that there was "nothing 
urgent" that commanded 
Biden's attention, reported 
The Washington Times.

The official added that 
Biden is expected to resume 
his normal schedule on 

Wednesday. 
Biden tested negative for 

Covid-19 on Tuesday morn-
ing, according to the White 
House, reported Epoch 
Times. Biden is among a 
handful of world leaders who 
met over the weekend with 

Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen at the meeting of 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations. 

The Cambodian leader had 
also attended the G-20 meet-
ing but returned home after 
testing positive for Covid. 

Biden, 79, already con-
tracted Covid-19 earlier 
this year despite receiving a 
primary vaccination series 
and a booster. The Covid-19 
vaccines provide little to no 
protection against infection 
against the Omicron variant.  

 NO EXPLANATION 

US President Biden skips gala 
dinner at G-20 summit

LOVE, PASSION....AND A COLD-BLOODED MURDER 

Delhi Police took the accused Aaftab at the Chattarpur forest on Tuesday.

INVESTIGATION ON TUESDAY
Police took 
Aaftab to Chat-
tarpur jungle 
where he report-
edly disposed off 
Shraddha’s body 

Police want to 
find whether any 
woman who vis-
ited Aaftab could 
be a possible 
reason behind 
the murder

Police are now 
investigating if 
he had rented 
a flat in Delhi’s 
Chhatarpur 
area as part of a 
conspiracy to kill 

Four of Aaftab’s 
friends whom 
he met before a 
relationship with 
Shraddha will be 
contacted

Recovered 
samples have 
been sent for 
examination to 
ascertain if they 
are all human 
remains. 

Body parts will 
also be sent 
to match with 
DNA samples 
of Shraddha’s 
father.

Delhi Police 
likely to write 
to dating 
app Bumble 
for Aaftab’s 
profile

Aaftab’s 
social media 
account 
is being 
scanned

Aaftab’s 
past rela-
tionships 
are to be 
analyzed

Around 12 
suspected 
body parts 
recovered 

SHRADDHA MURDER CASE

Delhi Police scanning 
Aaftab's social profile

After cracking a horrific Shraddha 
Walker murder case in the national 
capital, the Delhi Police is deciding 
its further course of action which 
include scanning accused Aaftab's 
social media accounts and reaching 
out to his friends who had met him 
before his relationship with the vic-
tim girl, according to the sources. 

The Delhi Police sources said 
that they are trying to get in touch 
with his other friends. "The po-
lice are trying to get in touch 
with other friends. Aaftab's 
social media account is be-
ing scanned. His past re-
lationships are to be ana-
lyzed. Four of his friends 
who met him before he 
had a relationship with 
Shraddha will be contacted," the 
police sources said.  

Sources also said, Delhi Police 
is likely to write to the dating app 
Bumble to seek details of accused 
Aaftab's profile to find out the de-
tails of women who visited him.

Notably, Aaftab had met Shrad-
dha on this dating app. According 
to the sources, the Delhi Police 
wants to ascertain if any of the 
women Aaftab dated on the app 
could be a possible reason behind 
Shraddha's alleged murder. 

"Delhi Police may write to Bum-
ble to get details of Aftab's profile 
to find details of women who vis-
ited him in his house when Shrad-
dha's body was still in the refrig-
erator. Police are looking at the 
possibility if any of these women 
could be a reason behind this kill-

ing," the po-
lice sources said. 

Bumble's headquarter is in Tex-
as, USA. 

Earlier today, Delhi police, hav-
ing already recovered around 12 
suspected body parts disposed 
off by Aftab, the accused in the 
Shraddha murder case, on Sunday, 
brought him to the jungle area on 
Tuesday with an aim to recover 
other body parts, according to po-
lice sources. 

The samples recovered so far 
have been sent for examination to 
ascertain if they are all human re-
mains, according to police sources. 

"Around 12 samples recovered 
of remains suspected to be of a hu-
man, have been picked up by fo-
rensic experts and sent to confirm 
if they're all human remains.  

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

POLICE TO CALL COMMON FRIEND 
FOR QUESTIONING

Delhi Police has made 
several sensational 
claims in the ongoing 

Sharaddha Walker murder 
case.  The police sources said 
that one common friend of the 
accused Aaftab and the victim 
has been called for question-
ing. The police said that this 
is the same friend who had 
intimated Shraddha's father 
about her going incommuni-
cado. 

"One common friend of Aaf-
tab Poonawala and Shraddha 
Walker has been called for 
questioning. This is the friend 
who had intimated Shrad-

dha's father about her going 
incommunicado," the sources 
said. 

The sources further said 
that Aaftab had used only one 
weapon to chop Shraddha's 
body parts. The weapon is yet 
to be recovered. The sources 
also said that Aaftab broke 
down while the police grilled 
him and spoke only in English 
stating "Yes, I killed her". 

"As per police, only one 
weapon was used to chop 
Shraddha's body parts. Aaftab 
had used a mini saw to chop off 
the body parts. The mini saw 
is yet to be recovered. Aftab 
broke down after they grilled 
him when he gave confusing 
timelines of when Shraddha 

left him," the sources claimed. 
The police sources claimed 

that the accused used Shrad-
dha's Instagram account until 
June to give an impression of 
her being alive. "Aaftab dumped 
Shraddha's phone, her last loca-
tion being traced so that it can be 
retrieved. Police are searching 
for the weapon used to chop her 
body into pieces. He used her 
Instagram account until June to 
give an impression of her being 
alive," the sources said. 

The police will interrogate him 
from this angle also.  The sourc-
es claimed that he searched on 
Google for ways to chop the 
body. He put Shraddha's and his 
blood-stained clothes in MCD's 
garbage van. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets with United States President Joe Biden and Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo at the 17th G20 Summit, in Bali on Tuesday. 

 G-20 SUMMIT 

India's energy security important 
for global growth, says PM Modi 

Calling India's energy security 
"important" for global growth, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, on Tuesday, said that it 
is the world's fastest-growing 
economy.

"India's energy security 
is also important for global 
growth, as it is the world's 
fastest-growing economy. We 
must not promote any restric-
tions on the supply of energy 
and stability in the energy 
market should be ensured. 
India is committed to clean 
energy and the environment," 

PM Modi said while ad-
dressing the G20 working 
session on Food and Energy 
Security. "India is committed 
to clean energy and environ-
ment. By 2030, half of our 
electricity will be generated 
from renewable sources. 
Time-bound and affordable 
finance and sustainable sup-
ply of technology to develop-
ing countries is essential for 
inclusive energy transition," 
PM added. 

PM Modi also said that dur-

ing India's G-20 Presidency, 
India will work for global 
consensus on all these issues. 

PM Modi started his speech 
by congratulating Indonesia 
for giving effective leadership 
to the G-20 in a challenging 
global environment. He fur-
ther said that Climate change, 
the Covid pandemic, the de-
velopments in Ukraine, and 
the global problems associated 
with it have created havoc in 
the world. 

"Global supply chains are in 
ruins. There is a crisis of essen-
tials and essential goods all 
over the world. The challenge 
for the poor citizens of every 
country is more severe. Every-
day life was already a struggle 
for them. They do not have the 
financial capacity to deal with 
the double whammy. Due to 
the double whammy, they 
lack the financial capacity to 
handle it. We should also not 
hesitate to acknowledge that 
multilateral institutions such 
as the UN have been unsuc-
cessful on these issues. And 
we have all failed to make 
suitable reforms to them. 
Therefore, today the world 

has greater expectations from 
the G-20, and the relevance of 
our group has become more 
significant," PM Modi added. 

Talking about the problems 
during the pandemic situa-
tion, PM said that India had 
ensured the food security of its 
1.3 billion citizens. At the same 
time, food grains were also 
supplied to many countries 
in need. The current shortage 
of fertilizers in terms of food 
security is also a huge crisis. 

He further said that the fer-
tilizer shortage "is tomorrow's 
food crisis," and the world will 
not have a solution.  PM Modi 
said that all the G20 countries 
have to build mutual agree-
ment to maintain the supply 
chain of both manure and food 
grains stable and assured.

"In India, for sustainable 
food security, we are promot-
ing natural farming and re-
popularising nutritious and 
traditional foodgrains like 
millets. Millets can also solve 
global malnutrition and hun-
ger. We all must celebrate the 
International Year of Millets 
with great enthusiasm next 
year," he added.  
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Patiala House Court granted bail to actor Jacqueline Fernan-
dez in an Rs 200 crore money laundering case involving con-
man Sukesh Chandrashekar on Tuesday.

Additional Sessions Judge Shailender Malik granted bail to 
the actress on a personal bond of Rs 200,000 and one surety 
of the same amount.

Earlier, during the bail arguments, the judge had warned 
ED not to implement a “pick and choose policy,” posing ques-
tions to the agency as to why it did not arrest her and was 
using different yardsticks in this case.

Fernandez has been accused of enjoying the proceeds of a 
crime in which conman Sukesh Chandrashekhar allegedly 
extorted Rs 200 crore from Aditi Singh, the wife of former 
Fortis Healthcare promoter Shivinder Singh.

According to Jacquline’s counsel, senior advocate Siddharth 
Agarwal and Prashant Patil, the actress cooperated with the 
investigation and her statement was recovered five times.
They also submitted that she was not arrested during the in-
vestigation, a supplementary charge sheet has been filed, and 
she is also a woman. This proposition ought not to be altered 
by the court. It was also argued that she was not aware that 
the gifts she received were the proceeds of crime. In these 
circumstances, she is entitled to bail.

On the other hand, counsel for ED submitted that she has 
a history of attempts to flee the country. She did not cooper-
ate in the investigation. Apart from this, she is economically 
sound, she can influence the investigation, and win over the 
witnesses. She possessed, used, and enjoyed the proceeds of 
crime, ED argued. It is the role of the accused. The investiga-
tion is still going on, and any other issues may crop up.

The Additional Sessions Judge earlier issued notice to ED 
on Jacqueline’s regular bail petition and granted interim bail 
to her till the pendency of her regular bail petition.

RS S  m o u t h p i e c e 
“Organiser” has ac-
cused American e-

commerce giant Amazon of 
financing a “Christian con-
version module” in north-
eastern states of India and 
being involved in suspected 
money laundering.

In a cover story on its latest 
edition, the magazine said, 
“E-commerce giant Ama-

zon is financing the Chris-
tian conversion module run 

by American Baptist Church 
(ABM). There is a possibility 
of a money laundering ring 
run by multinational compa-
nies and ABM to fund India’s 
huge missionary conversion 
mission.”

The All India Mission 
(AIM), the frontal organisa-
tion of ABM, was allegedly 
being “continuously funded 
by Amazon through its foun-
dation Amazon Smile,” ac-
cording to the RSS-affiliated 
magazines cover article, 

“Amazing Cross Connection.”
“Amazon is sponsoring 

the conversion module of 
All India Mission by donat-
ing money against every 
purchase by an Indian,” the 
magazine alleged, adding that 
AIM had openly claimed on 
its website that it had convert-
ed 25,000 people to Christi-
anity in northeast India.

Amazon has come under 
fire from RSS-linked publi-
cations, which have dubbed 
it “East India Company 2.0.”

The business allegedly paid 
millions of rupees in bribes 
in October of last year, ac-
cording to the RSS-affiliated 
Hindi weekly Panchjanya, 
in exchange for favourable 
government policies.

Amazon wants to establish 
its monopoly in the Indian 
market, Panchjanya claimed, 
and said, “For doing so, it has 
started taking initiatives for 
seizing the economic, politi-
cal and personal freedom of 
the Indian citizens.”

alleged

'Organiser' accuses amazOn Of 
funding christian cOnversiOns
BIPLAB DAS
NEW DELHI

The Thane court on Tuesday 
granted bail to Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) MLA 
and Former Minister Jiten-
dra Awhad on a bond of Rs 
15,000 against the accusa-
tions of touching a woman 
with the wrong intention.

On Monday, Awhad filed 
an anticipatory bail plea 
in Thane court to avoid ar-
rest in the matter. The case 
pertains to a woman alleg-
ing that MLA Awhad had 
touched her with the wrong 
intention when the new 
bridge was being inaugu-

rated in Mumbra.
Earlier, Awhad alleged that 

the police had registered 
false cases against him and 
that he would fight against 
“police brutality” and has 
decided to resign as an MLA.

“Police registered two 
false cases against me in 72 
hours. I will fight against 
police brutality. I am decid-
ing to resign from the post 
of MLA. We can’t witness 
the murder of democracy,” 
Awhad said.

Based on the complaint of 
the women, an FIR was reg-
istered against Awhad un-
der section 354 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC).

The Delhi Crime Branch on 
Tuesday busted a gang in-
volved in manufacturing fake 
life-saving cancer drugs, in-
formed officers. According to 
Special Commissioner of Po-
lice, Crime Branch, RS Yadav, 
2 engineers, a doctor and an 
MBA have been arrested in 
this connection. Three more 
accused persons are abscond-
ing and a search is on to nab 
them at the earliest, he added. 

“An international fake drug 
manufacturing racket was 
busted and 7 persons, in-
cluding 2 engineers, a doctor 
and an MBA, were arrested. 
The accused were involved 
in manufacturing fake life-
saving cancer drugs. A fac-
tory in Sonipat, Haryana and 
a godown in Ghaziabad were 
busted,” Yadav said.

The police said they recov-
ered fake medicines priced at 
Rs 8 crore. According to the 
police, the racket was in op-
eration for the last 3-4 years.

The United Liberation Front 
of Assam—Independent 
(ULFA-I), a banned insur-
gent group, claimed respon-
sibility for an ambush on an 
Indian army patrol party in 
Assam’s Tinsukia district on 
Tuesday.

The encounter between 
the security forces and 
suspected insurgents at 
the Barapathar area of the 
Pengeri-Digboi road of 
the Tinsukia district took 
place on Monday, following 
which the Defence PRO of 

Guwahati said that, “Our 
team had moved out for area 
domination from nearby 
Company Operating Base 
as per Standard Operating 
Procedures.” 

“Approximately 20-30 
rounds were fired on the 
leading MPV Casspir. Swift 
retaliation averted any casu-
alty and also resulted in the 
flying away of terrorists,” 
Defence PRO of Guwahati 
said on Tuesday.

He further added that spe-
cialized equipment, human 
intelligence, and tracker 
dogs were also pressed into 
action.

The Enforcement Directorate has 
rejected Jharkhand Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren’s request to prepone his 
questioning to 16 November instead of 
17 November in a money laundering 
case linked to allege illegal mining in 

the state, sources said on Tuesday.
The federal agency cited some in-

vestigation related issues and its pre-
paredness while declining Soren’s 
request, and said that the Chief Min-
ister will have to depose before the in-
vestigation officer at its Ranchi-based 
regional office on November 17 which 
it fixed in its previous summons to the 

leader, a source, privy to the investiga-
tion told the press. CM Soren, 47, had 
earlier written to the ED requesting it 
to prepone his questioning in the case 
on November 16 instead of November 
17 due to some political and other of-
ficial engagements after the agency is-
sued the second summon against him.

The Jharkhand Chief Minister was 

initially summoned by the federal 
probe agency on November 3 but he 
did not depose citing official engage-
ments. Soren had then sought a three-
week deferment of the summons.

The ED wants to record Soren’s 
statement under the provisions of the 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA).
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in uttar pradesh

Madrasa survey completed, meeting with govt 
soon: UP Minority Welfare Minister 

Uttar Pradesh Minority Wel-
fare Minister Dharampal 
Singh informed that the sur-
vey of madrasas in the state 
was completed on Tuesday, 
and now a meeting will be 
held with the government.

“The survey of madrasas 
in all the districts of UP has 
come to an end today, and the 
report for the 15 remaining 
districts has been submit-
ted to the government. Now 
a meeting will be held with 
them,” Dharmpal Singh said. 
He further said that special 
attention had been given to 
the madrasas, which were 
operating in contravention 
of the law.

“We have given special at-
tention to the madrasas in 
the state which have been 
running against govern-
mental norms and now we 
will decide the next move,” 
he added.

A month ago, on October 
12, State Minority Welfare 
Minister Dharampal Singh 
informed about the iden-
tification of a total of 6,436 
unrecognised madrasas in 
the state and mentioned that 
the survey of 5,170 madrasas 
was then completed.

“The data of the survey 
will be made available to the 
government by November 15, 
2022, by the district magis-
trate. The last date has been 
extended as some reports 
were not received,” he said 

in October
He further added that the 

survey work should be com-
pleted at each level within 
this stipulated time period.

Once the survey is con-
ducted, it has also been in-
structed to hand over the 
report to the Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate (ADM) after 
which ADM will present 
the consolidated statements 
to the District Magistrates 
(DMs).

As a political row has 
erupted over the survey, 
Singh clarified that this sur-
vey is being conducted in 
view of quality and better 
education for the children of 
minority communities.

The UP government had 
declared to conduct the sur-

vey in unrecognized madras-
sas to ascertain information 
on the number of students, 
teachers, curriculum, and 
affiliation with any non-
government organization.

The survey of unrecog-
nized Madrassas is con-
ducted to ensure the basic 
facilities of the students of 
Madrassas.

Danish Azad Ansari, 
Minister of State for Minor-
ity Welfare, Muslim Waqf 
and Waqf Department had 
said earlier that the order 
also holds to give maternity 
leave and child care leave to 
women employees working 
in Madrassas in the light of 
the rules applicable in the 
Department of Secondary 
Education and Basic Educa-

tion.
All the District Magistrates 

(DMs) in Uttar Pradesh were 
issued instructions regard-
ing the survey. The teams 
constituted officials of the 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
(SDM), Basic Shiksha Ad-
hikaris (BSA), and District 
Minority Officers.

Moreover, it was ordered 
that in case of a disputed 
management committee or 
in case of the death of any 
employee in aided Madras-
sas, a post-facto approval 
for appointment by the prin-
cipal Madrassas and District 
Minority Welfare Officer in 
the dependent quota of the 
deceased and the existence 
of a valid management com-
mittee has to be sought.

ahead Of pOlls

delhi bJp launches campaign 
sOng fOr mcd electiOns

Delhi BJP president Adesh 
Gupta on Tuesday formally 
launched the party’s elec-
tion theme song of Municipal 
Corporation Election 2022, 
sung by MP Manoj Tiwari. 
On this occasion, Leader of 
the Opposition Ramvir Singh 
Bidhuri, MP Manoj Tiwari, 
state spokespersons Harish 
Khurana, Praveen Shankar 
Kapoor, Social Media Head 
Rohit Upadhyay, IT Head 
Puneet Agarwal, Vikram 
Mittal, and Neelkant Bakshi 
were present.

Gupta said that in this song 

sung by Manoj Tiwari, on 
the one hand, air pollution, a 
dirty Yamuna, liquor scams, 
etc., have been depicted in 
Delhi due to the misrule of 
the Kejriwal government, 
while on the other hand, ser-

vice and work done by the 
Delhi BJP and the Municipal 
Corporation in the Covid era 
to make Delhi’s slopes free 
and various other service 
functions have been men-
tioned. 

MP Manoj Tiwari at the launch of party's campaign song.

top of the day

pm cOndOles 
demise Of 
ghattamaneni 
krishna
NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Monday expressed 
grief over the death of the 
renowned veteran actor 
Ghattamaneni Krishna 
the Andhra’s ‘James 
Bond’ who has a huge fan 
following in Tollywood and 
extended condolences to 
the late actor’s aggrieved 
family. “Krishna Garu was 
a legendary superstar, 
who won hearts of people 
through his versatile act-
ing and lively personality. 
His demise is a colossal 
loss to the world of cinema 
and entertainment,” PM 
Modi said in a tweet. 
Mahesh Babu’s father 
and veteran actor Ghat-
tamaneni Krishna passed 
away in Hyderabad in the 
early hours of Tuesday.

vasant kunJ 
residents 
prOtest Over 
erratic water 
supply
NEW DELHI: Irked over 
erratic water supply and 
the persistent water crisis 
issue, a group of residents 
of the Vasant Kunj residen-
tial society in Sector C-8, 
one of the most high-end 
neighborhoods of the 
city, took to the streets 
on Tuesday and protested 
against the Delhi Jal 
Board. The residents, 
including women and the 
elderly, holding empty 
buckets in their hands, 
complained that there 
had been no water supply 
there for the last six days 
and said that they were 
dependent only on water 
tankers, which they get 
only after much effort. 

delhi hc  
reserves Order 
On tahir  
hussain's plea
NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
High Court on Tuesday 
reserved the order on 
Ex-AAP Municipal Coun-
cillor Tahir Hussain's 
plea challenging the 
trial court order in which 
court ordered framing 
of charges in a money 
laundering case pertain-
ing to the North East 
Delhi Violence that took 
place in February 2020. 
The Bench of Justice Anu 
Malhotra on Tuesday de-
cided to reserve the order 
after the conclusion of 
submissions made by the 
lawyers of both sides. 

gOvt prOpOses 
new rules fOr 
tOurist permit 
regime
NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has proposed All 
India Tourist Vehicles 
(Permit) Rules, 2022 to 
strengthen and stream-
line the tourist permit 
regime and has suggested 
including more categories 
of tourist vehicles, with 
lesser permit fees for less-
er capacity vehicles. The 
Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways (MoRTH) 
issued a draft notification 
on November 11 to super-
sede the All India Tourist 
Vehicle (Authorisation or 
Permit) Rules, 2021. An of-
ficial release said the rules 
notified in 2021 provided 
a significant boost to the 
tourism sector in India by 
streamlining and simplify-
ing the permit regime for 
tourist vehicles.
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in the cOurts
SC RESERvES ORDER ON ISSuES RELATED 
TO fREEDOm Of SPEECH Of PuBLIC 
fuNCTIONARIES
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Tuesday reserved its order on 
the issue of whether reasonable restrictions can be imposed on the 
freedom of speech of public functionaries. 
The Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court led by Justice Abdul 
Nazeer reserved the order after hearing the submissions of all 
parties. Besides Justice Nazeer, other judges on the bench were 
justices BR Gavai, AS Bopanna, V Ramasubramanian, and BV 
Nagarathna. The court was dealing with issues relating to the free-
dom of speech of public functionaries. The case involves whether a 
minister can claim the right to ‘freedom of speech and expression’ 
to speak contrary to the Central government’s statute and policy.
The Attorney-General of India, R Venkataramani, during the 
hearing, said that the questions framed in the matter tend to be 
abstract.

PIL SEEKS ImPROvED INfRASTRuCTuRE IN  
mCD SCHOOLS, DELHI HC ISSuES NOTICE
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court on Tuesday issued notice to the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) on a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) seeking improve-
ment in infrastructure and upgradation in the schools run by them.
The PIL moved by Salek Chand Jain sought direction to the MCD Commissioner 
to fill up the vacant posts, appoint security guards, install CCTV cameras for the 
safety of the students, and to provide computer labs and basic infrastructure in 
the schools run by MCD. 
The petitioner has stated that he has made several representations to the 
respondent for the completion of the infrastructure of the schools and for filling 
up the vacancies in various disciplines lying vacant to provide quality education 
to the students, to install CCTV cameras, and also to appoint security guards in 
every school of MCD for their safety, but got no reply.
The Bench of Justice Satish Chander Sharma and Justice Subramonium Prasad 
on Tuesday sought the response of MCD in the matter and listed it for March 27, 
2023 for next hearing.
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HIMACHAL: 
HOUSE GUTTED IN 
NATHPA'S FIRES
KINNAUR: An eight-room 
house was turned into 
ashes in Kinnaur's Nath-
pa village after a massive 
fire broke out on Monday. 
According to the police, a 
fire suddenly broke out in 
Ram Bhagat's house in 
Nathpa village at around 
5:30 pm on Monday. 
Although there was no 
loss of life in this incident, 
the house was com-
pletely burnt to ashes. 
The cause of the fire is 
yet to be ascertained. The 
village people tried a lot 
to extinguish the fire but it 
became difficult to control 
as it was a wooden house 
and in no time, the house 
was completely burnt to 
ashes.

SIX ARRESTED 
FOR ATTEMPT TO 
KIDNAP MINOR 
GIRL IN JHAJJAR 
JHAJJAR: The Jhajjar po-
lice in Haryana arrested 
six persons on Tuesday 
for allegedly attempting 
to kidnap a minor girl. Po-
lice said that some youths 
and their accomplices 
in a village in the district 
had planned to kidnap 
the minor girl on Sunday. 
They tried to kidnap her 
but due to her alertness, 
their plans were foiled. 
Amidst the kidnapping 
bid by the accused, the 
minor girl started calling 
out for help. Responding 
to her call, the villagers 
came to the spot. Seeing 
the villagers approaching, 
the accused fled from the 
spot.

PROFESSOR 
DHANDAPANI SS 
BAGS ABHAYA 
INDRAYAN AWARD 
CHANDIGARH: Neu-
rosurgery Professor 
Dr. Dhandapani SS 
has been conferred 
with Abhaya Indrayan 
Award by the National 
Academy of Medical 
Sciences (NAMS). In the 
recently held NAMSCON 
at Jaipur, Sh. Om Birla, 
Honourable Speaker of 
Lok Sabha presented 
Dr. Dhandapani SS with 
NAMS Abhaya Indrayan 
Award, in presence of 
Dr. S.K. Sarin, President 
of National Acad-
emy, in recognition of 
outstanding research 
contributions in the 
field of neurosurgery. 
Dr Dhandapani special-
izes in endoscopic and 
minimally invasive brain 
and spine surgery, and 
has more than 175 peer-
reviewed publications 
with impact factor upto 
10, and h-index of 28.

MAN'S BODY 
STUFFED IN 
SUITCASE FOUND 
IN JALANDHAR
CHANDIGARH: The body 
of a man, appearing 
to be in his early 30s, 
was found stuffed in 
a suitcase outside 
the railway station in 
Punjab's Jalandhar city 
on Tuesday. Government 
Railway Police Assistant 
Commissioner, Om 
Prakash, said on getting 
information, the police 
reached the spot and 
found a suitcase at 
railway station. "We 
scanned the CCTV 
footage and found 
that a man dropping 
the suitcase and then 
heading towards the 
ticket counter.

TOP OF THE DAY
IN PUNJAB

'Licensed arms used to 
commit 60% crimes'

Amid the ongoing crack-
down on drug dealers 
and peddlers in Punjab, 
Director General of Pun-
jab Police Gaurav Yadav 
on Tuesday said "licensed 
arms have been found to be 
used in about 60 per cent 
of the state's crimes."

The remark came on a 
day the Pnjab Police said 
it had recovered 12 grams 
of heroin during search op-
erations at the Ghoda colo-
ny in the Ludhiana district. 
The search operation was 
led by DGP Yadav and also 
involved high-ranking po-
lice officers from different 
cities of the state.

"In today's search opera-
tion, the police recovered 
12 grams of heroin in two 
separate search opera-
tions," DGP Yadav told 
mediapersons, adding 
action will also be taken 
to prevent the making of 
songs that encourage tak-
ing up arms.

In a bid to make Punjab a 
drug-free state, extensive 
anti-drug drives have been 
launched by the Punjab 
Police to combat the men-
ace in the border State, of-
ficials said.

The DGP said he has also 
directed all commissioners 

and special comissioners 
of police to identify the 
hotspots where the ped-
dling and use of drugs are 
rampant. All police sta-
tions have been instructed 
to zero in on the drug deal-
ers and pedlers in their re-
spective jurisdictions.

He has also directed the 
top police bosses to effec-
tively attach the properties 
of the arrested drug smug-
glers in a bid to recover 
their ill-gotten money.

On Tuesday, Punjab 
Police informed that they 
have arrested 513 drug 
smugglers across the state 
over the last two weeks.

Around 406 first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) were 
registered under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) 
Act, the state police said.

"Police recovered 42.36 
Kg heroin, 18Kg opium, 
12 Kg ganja, 9 quintals of 
poppy husk and 74k tab-
lets/capsules/injections/
vials of pharma opioids 
during raids. Rs 14.80 lakh 
in drug money were also 
recovered from the posses-
sion of the suspected ped-
dlers," Inspector General 
of Police (IG) Headquar-
ters, Sukhchain Singh Gill, 
said at a press briefing on 
Tuesday.

TDG NETWORK
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MUNAK CANAL DISPUTE 

SC slams Punjab-Haryana govt over floods
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday reprimanded the 
governments of Punjab and 
Haryana in the Munak ca-
nal dispute case related to 
the problem of floods in 
the Ghaggar basin. The 
top court said that the state 
governments should not get 
caught in politics and focus 
on the solution of the com-
mon people. The top court 
has asked the Punjab and 
Haryana governments to 
file their project reports in 
the matter within 4 weeks. 
The next hearing of the case 
in the Supreme Court will 
be on January 3. The Su-
preme Court said that our 
order in the matter is very 
clear in the matter.

During the hearing of the 
case, the top court, while 
making a strong remark, 
told the Punjab and Haryana 
governments that, it does not 

matter to the common man 
that how many meetings 
you hold. The common man 
wants to see the solution 
of the problem. The court 
slammed the Punjab gov-
ernment in the Munak ca-
nal dispute case, saying that 
the AAP government did 

not take any serious steps 
in this matter. While advis-
ing the Punjab and Haryana 
governments, the top court 
said that both state govern-
ments should sit down and 
take steps to find a solution  
to the problem.

During the hearing, the court 

said that people of 25 villages 
are still suffering from floods, 
and their problems have not 
been resolved. State govern-
ments are just meeting. The 
Supreme Court reprimanded 
the counsel for the Punjab gov-
ernment saying that you have 
to follow the advice given by the 

CWC and the court. The Pun-
jab government has said that 
we will submit a status report 
every month.

The Supreme Court asked 
both the states to file replies 
in four weeks and fixed 
January 3, 2023 for the  
next hearing.

ASHISH SINHA 
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CRACKDOWN ON DRUG PEDDLERS

The Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah made a state-
ment about the law and or-
der situation in Punjab and 
stated categorically, “We are 
vigil and will not let anyone 
disturb Punjab. The State 
and Centre governments 
together would deal with 
it”. Punjab Police on Tues-
day carried out a special 
cordon-and-search opera-
tion aimed at checking the 
movement of anti-social ele-
ments and drug smugglers  
across the state.

On Tuesday morning, Pun-
jab Police chief DGP Gaurav 
Yadav led the cordon and 
search operation from Lud-
hiana. DGP Yadav himself 
was seen on road conducting 
raids with his team. 

Punjab Police tweeted from 
its official handle and stated, 
“DGP Punjab Police along 
with senior officers con-
ducted CASO at mass scale 
against anti-social elements 
& drug peddlers to break the 
supply chains to create Safe 
Punjab for our people. Cor-
don & Search Operations are 
conducted all over the state.” 

The operation was con-

ducted simultaneously 
across the state and ADGP/
IGP rank officers from Pun-
jab Police Headquarters 
were deputed in each Police 
district to personally super-
vise the operation.

“The idea behind conduct-
ing CASO at mass-scale 
level was to boost public 
confidence and increase the 
presence of the cops to infuse 
fear among the anti-social el-
ements,” said the DGP, while 
addressing the media on the 
sidelines of the operation in 
Ludhiana. 

Meanwhile, in Ludhiana, 
the operation was carried 

out in areas including Gho-
rha Colony, Ambedkar Col-
ony, Moti Nagar and Peeru 
Banda localities four sus-
pected persons identified 
as Mohit Kumar of Durga-
puri Mohalla, Sonu of Peeru 
Banda, Gaurav of Chander 
Nagar, and Mohan of New 
Kundanpuri were rounded-
up during the search op-
eration, while, 12-gms her-
oin was recovered during a 
search in Ghora colony.

Apart from this, the police 
administration launched a 
search operation in the Batti 
Sada Wali area of Moga. 
During this door-to-door 

search, an operation was 
conducted in Moga. 

Punjab Police have appre-
hended as many as 98 per-
sons, including three pro-
claimed offenders, involved 
in different crimes. A total of 
97 first information reports 
(FIRs) have been registered 
in this regard. 

Sharing the outcome of the 
CASO operation carried out 
across the state on Tuesday, 
Director General of Police 
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav 
said that over 12000 Police 
Personnel under the super-
vision of ADGsP/IGsP and 
concerned CPs/SSPs carried 
out CASO across the state. 

He said that the police 
teams have recovered 1Kg 
Heroin, Rs 10.91 lakh drug 
money, 158ltrs Illicit Liquor, 
660 kg lahan, 103 kg pop-
py husk, 19 kg bhang and 
10460 intoxicant tablets. 
Apart from this, the police 
have also recovered two pis-
tols, one rifle and one gun 
along with ammunition and 
30 motorcycles during the 
five hour long operation.

Talwandi Kalan, a village 
which is infamous for drug 
smuggling, the Punjab po-
lice raided the bar here, but 
as soon as the smugglers got 

to know about the raid, they 
vanished from the spot. Tal-
wandi Kalan is located on 
Jalandhar Road State High-
way. It is famous here that 
Drug dealers supply drugs 
here after receiving a supply 
from the Amritsar border 
and this village is infamous.

The DGP said maintaining 
peace and harmony in the 
state is their prime motto. 
When asked about the state 
government's recent move 
to review arms licenses, 
Yadav said a drive to verify 
the licenses in coordination 
with deputy commission-
ers would start soon in the 
state. "Physical verification 
of all arms licenses issued till 
now will be done," he added 
further.

Yadav said the state gov-
ernment had banned the 
display of weapons in public, 
including on social media, 
and action would be taken 
if anyone violated the order.

There would be an exten-
sive checking of gun store-
houses. "We will check gun 
houses and their stocks," 
he said. Asking about Hate 
speech, Yadav said strict ac-
tion would be taken against 
anyone making hate speech 
against any community.

TO INSTIL SENSE OF SECURITY: PUNJAB POLICE 
CONDUCT CORDON-AND-SEARCH OPERATION 
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

DIGITAL SERVICE

This time there has been a 
record collection in excise 
and GST and all previous 
records will be broken by 
the end of the financial year 
which will establish a new 
benchmark for Haryana. 
There has been an increase 
of about 23 per cent in excise 
and GST collection so far as 
compared to last year. Flow-
meters will be installed in all 
the distilleries of Haryana by 
February 28, 2023. 

Orders have been given to 
install POS machines (Point 
of Sales) at all liquor shops 
in the state by December 31, 
2022. Besides, CCTV cam-
eras have been installed in 
all the distilleries plants. All 
such units are being moni-
tored through CCTV cam-
eras by setting up a control 
room at the headquarters. 
uring the excise year 2019-
20 Rs 6,361 crore excise-
revenue has been received, 

while in the year 2020-21 Rs. 
6,790 crore and in the year 
2021-22, Rs 7,936 crore was 
recovered while this years 
just in the beginning Rs. 
5,736 crore has been collect-
ed, due to which it is expect-
ed to touch the benchmark 
of Rs. 9500 crore in the cur-
rent excise year which will 
be great achievement for 
Haryana. We are marching 
towards setting a new record 
whereas this year the Gov-
ernment has set the target of 
recovering Rs. 8,900 crore.

While interacting with the 
media persons, the Deputy 
Chief Minister Dushyant 
Chautala shared aforesaid 
information stating that the 
Haryana government has 
taken several historic steps 
in its excise policy which 
have yielded outstanding 
results. Under this, it was 
decided to install POS ma-
chines at all liquor shops in 
the state by December 31, 
2022. So far, POS systems 

have been installed at 55 per-
cent of shops in the state. He 
said that if these machines 
are not installed within the 
stipulated time, those shop 
owners will face a heavy 
penalty. Haryana is the first 
state in the country where 
directions have been given 
to install POS machines at 
liquor shops.

He further said that  if a 
comparative study is done 
on the basis of consump-
tion and production states, 
Haryana has become the 
number one state in the 
country in terms of collect-
ing GST revenue.  Dushyant 
Chautala said that our state 
has smoothly shifted from 
module-one to module-two 
in the matter of GST last 
year, for which the officers 
have done commendable 
work and it has also yielded 
positive results. It is stated 
that  last year till November 
14, 2021, Rs. 14,302 crore 
GST was collected.

HARYANA RECORDS 23 PER CENT 
INCREASE IN TAX COLLECTION
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

AS PER POLL PANEL

Himachal Pradesh's Shimla 
Urban Assembly seat saw 
the lowest voter turnout in 
the state in the November 12 
elections, at 62.53 per cent, 
while the world's highest 
polling booth, Tashigang, lo-
cated at an altitude of 15,265 
ft, recorded 100 per cent 
voting despite the extreme 
cold, the election office said 
on Tuesday.

Chasak Bhatori in the 
Bharmaur assembly in 
Chamba recorded a turnout 
of 75.26 per cent despite a 
walking distance of 14 km to 
the booth.

The hill state went to polls 
in a single phase for the 
68-member assembly on 
November 12, and there was 
a 75.6 per cent voter turnout, 
breaking the 2017 record of 
75.57 per cent.

Though 75.6 per cent voter 
turnout is the highest till 
now for the state, higher par-

ticipation from urban areas 
could have helped achieve 
a higher record-breaking 
turnout.

Shimla is not only lowest in 
the state (62.53 per cent) but 
has actually declined by 1.4 
per cent compared to the last 
election in 2017.

As per the election office, 
urban Shimla's important lo-
calities like government colo-
nies clocked one of the lowest 
voter turnouts in the range of 
50 per cent. Also, the average 
turnout in important urban 
areas is approximately eight 
per cent lower than turnout 
in rural constituencies.

Interestingly, the women 
voter turnout in this elec-
tion was roughly 4.5 per cent 
higher than the male voter 
turnout and even approxi-
mately two per cent higher 
than the total voter turnout.

While 76.8 per cent female 
out of the total 55,92,828 vot-
ers exercised their franchise, 
while the poll percentage of 
the men stood out 72.4.

Of the 412 candidates in 
the fray, 24 are women and 
388 men. Of the electorate, 
193,106 are first-time vot-
ers in the age of 18-19 years. 
There are 121,409 voters 
above 80 years, while there 
are 56,501 voters with dis-
abilities.

The main contest is be-
tween the BJP and Congress.

In the 2017 Assembly poll, 
the BJP had won 44 seats, 
the Congress 21, the CPI-M 
one and Independents two.

The counting of votes will 
be held on December 8.

Notably, the BJP ran a cam-
paign focused on the female 
voters due to their impres-
sive turnout history in the 
hill state. Citing reports re-
ceived at state headquarters, 
the approximate poll per-
centage in the state stands at 
75.6 per cent, state chief elec-
toral officer Maneesh Garg 
said in a statement. He said 
the poll percentage recorded 
through electronic voting 
machines was 74.6 per cent.

SHIMLA URBAN SEAT LOGGED 
LOWEST POLL PERCENTAGE IN HP
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

WITHIN 4 MONTHS

5 lakh patients treated 
at clinics: Punjab govt

Highlighting the fact that 
Aam Aadmi Party is fulfill-
ing the promise it made in its 
election manifesto, Punjab 
government on Tuesday said 
more than 5 lakh people have 
visited Aam Aadmi Clinics 
during the last four months.

Punjab Health Minister Chet-
an Singh Jauramajra said that 
the Aam Aadmi Clinics across 
the state, an initiative launched 
by Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann, have received an over-
whelming response from 
the common people and the 
number of patients visiting 
the clinics daily has exceeded 
eight thousand. The aim of the 
Punjab government is to estab-
lish a network of such clinics to 
ensure free quality health ser-
vices for the people of the state.

Revealing this, Punjab 
Health Minister Chetan Singh 

Jauramajra said that the Aam 
Aadmi Clinics across the state 
have received an overwhelm-
ing response from the common 
people and the number of pa-
tients visiting the clinics daily 
has exceeded eight thousand.

Jauramajra said that easy ac-
cess to health services at the 
Aam Aadmi clinics has been 
encouraging the people of 
every nook and corner of the 
state to visit these centers. He 
said that so far 5,35,487 people 
have undergone health treat-
ment at these clinics. He said 
80,406 patients have been 
treated and 11,045 labora-
tory tests have been done in 
SAS Nagar till November 14, 
while Ludhiana remained 
second with the treatment 
of 65,861 patients and 5603 
clinical tests. Similarly, Bath-
inda bagged the third position 
with 44,223 patients and 5922 
clinical tests.

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Police DGP Gaurav Yadav along with senior officers 
conducting  cordon-and-search operation against anti-social 
elements and drug peddlers in Ludhiana. 

IN HARYANA

UHBVN 
committed to 
uninterrupted 
power supply

Uttar Haryana Bijli Vitran 
Nigam is committed to pro-
vide uninterrupted power 
supply to the consumers. 
Several ambitious pro-
grammes are being run by 
the Nigam for quick resolu-
tion of the problems of the 
consumers.

The Chairman Consumer 
Grievances Redressal Fo-
rum (Circle Forum), Panch-
kula of Uttar Haryana Bijli 
Vitran Nigam along with 
the members of the Forum 
would take the proceedings 
of the forum in the office of 
SE/OP Circle, UHBVN, 
Panchkula, SCO-96, 1st 
Floor, Sector-5, Panchkula 
to redress the grievances 
and to hear the complaint 
of the consumers belong-
ing to Panchkula District 
only and to entertain new 
complaints from 11:30 am 
on 16 November  2022. 

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH 

WHAT IS MUANK CANAL ISSUE
Munak Canal is a part of Western Yamuna Canal and 
water bridge between Haryana and Delhi.
The thirst of Delhi is quenched by the Munak canal but 
there is a dispute with Punjab and Haryana.
To settle the dispute, it was recommended to raise the 
embankment of Munak Canal.
Every year during the rainy season the Munak canal 
overflows and 25 villages get submerged.
Munak Canal covers a large part of Punjab on its way to 
Haryana. 
Haryana says, this is Punjab government’s duty to raise 
embankments of Munak Canal.
Since the Punjab government does not gain anything, 
they are not interested in widening its base area and 
increasing the height of the Munak embankments.
Supreme Court directed both state governments to 
follow CWC (Central Water Commission) recommenda-
tions to solve the issue as earliest.

Ghaggar river in spate in Panchkula.  



India saves G20 from stutter, 
brokers Ukraine compromise 
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shraddha Murder case

governor vs sTaTe

Aaftab has no remorse, murder 
meticulously planned

universiTies in kerala fiefdoMs of parTy cadre, Their relaTives: guvornor

Congress-
ruled state. 
“We all have had 
the same DNA 

for the last 40,000 years. 
Our ancestors taught us 
that every person has their 
own manner of worship. 
Follow this piece of wisdom. 
Everybody shoud speak his 
or her own language so that 
it could be developed fur-
ther,” he said. 

Bhagwat further said, 
“Do not try to change any-
one’s manner of worship. 
Religions are like different 

ways leading to one place. 
Sangh has no self-interest, 
it doesn’t seek popularity.” 

RSS chief said, “The best 
way to understand the 
Sangh is to join the Sangh. 
It can be known only by at-
tending the Sakha. There is 
no fee to attend the Sangh’s 
Sakha. One can taste the 
sweetness of the sugar after 
eating it.” 
“Everyone has to remain 
as one. While many wor-
ship different deities in our 
country, there are others 
who are atheists. This has 

been going on since the age 
of the Vedas. India has nev-
er had one religion or lan-
guage. There are different 
castes but the nation is one. 
Kings and dynasties came 
and went but India has re-
mained the same through 
the ages,” Bhagwat said.

On the weapons tran-
ing imparted to the Sangh 
members at its workshops, 
Bhagwat said, “We learn 
to wield weapons but we 
are not a paramilitary force. 
Sangh cannot be described 
in words or even in letters.” 

Kongrung Nala. The situa-
tion worsened after violent clash-
es with Chinese troops in Galwan 
Valley in June. 

In June 2020, the two armies were engaged 
in a violent clash that resulted in the death of 
20 Indian soldiers and at least three Chinese 
troops. PM Modi and Xi exchanged greetings 
at the G20 dinner. 

Meanwhile Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

called for improving connectivity at the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
summit held in Uzbekistan’s Samarkand, he 
maintained a safe distance from Xi Jinping. 

PM Modi and President Jinping shared the 
world stage for the first time after clashes in 
the Galwan Valley. The tension along the 
Indo-China border was evident from the dis-
tance that the two leaders maintained from 
each other at the summit.

whoever considers india as 
MoTherland is hindu: rss chief

Modi, Biden bonds over G20 issues

a killer’s confession: ‘Made 
up Mind To kill shraddha a 
week Before’

aMid chinese Buildup, india deploys 450 Tanks, 
22,000 addiTional Troops in easTern ladakh

firsT handshake since galwan: 
Modi, Xi MeeT aT g20 dinner

Shraddha’s father demands 
death penalty for Aaftab

Morbi tragedy: Gujarat 
HC says municipality 
fails to comply with law 

reply from 
the state govern-
ment. The court 
also sought a de-

tailed report on this matter 
from the state government.

Seeing the seriousness of 
the Morbi mishap, which 
claimed the life of at least 134 
people, present on the cen-
tury-old suspension bridge 
while it collapsed, Gujarat HC 
took self-cognizant of the case. 

At least 135 people, includ-
ing women and children, 
were killed and over 100 

are receiving treatment for 
their injuries sustained after 
a cable suspension bridge in 
Morbi town collapsed on 30 
October, plunging people into 
the Machchhu River.

The Gujarat government 
has constituted a five-mem-
ber committee to probe the 
bridge collapse incident. 

Nine persons including of-
ficials of Oreva, the company 
that renovated the bridge, 
ticket sellers and security 
men have been arrested for 
the Morbi bridge collapse. 

industrial scale 
chopper knives. 

Aaftab also initially pre-
sented himself as a pro-
fessional and had no sign 

of guilt or fear when he was called 
for questioning by the Delhi Police.

As per the investigators within the 
Delhi Police investigating this case, 
Walkar was killed by Poonawala 
over a heated argument that broke 
out between the two and when Poon-
awala lost his cool on 18 May this year, 
he strangulated Shraddha and killed 
her.
“The act of killing Shraddha was an 
act done at the spur of the moment 
which is also unpardonable, but 
what followed post the killing, to dis-
pose of the dead body is something 
that has not been seen even by us in 
this police profession for many years. 
The act of disposing of the dead body 
was planned meticulously keeping 
in mind every minute detail to not 
come under the radar of the police 
or to not get caught.” A Delhi Police 
officer investigating the murder case 
told The Daily Guardian.

According to the Delhi Police, 
Shraddha was killed by Aaftab at 
around 7 or 8 PM in the evening of 
18 May and soon after Aaftab realised 
that Shraddha was dead, he began 
planning to dispose off the body. The 
Daily Guardian has accessed exclu-
sive details from the Delhi Police 
investigating officers about the se-
quence of events that followed since 
the day of the murder and the details 
of the planning that went into dispos-
ing off the dead body.

On 18 May, after Shraddha was 
killed, Aaftab stepped out of his 
house at around 9 PM to buy a small 
cutter (blade that is used to cut pipes 
and other plumbing materials) from 
a nearby hardware store in Mehrauli. 

He used this cutter to chop off the 
wrist of Shraddha that same night 
and kept the rest of the body in his 
bathroom.
According to officers interrogating 

him, he used the cutter to chop the 
wrist since the wrist is one of the soft-
est body parts and it was easily cut 
using that cutter. “That cutter was 
not sharp enough to cut the other 
body parts and therefore he was 
unable to cut them. He then left the 
body and went out the next day to 
buy sharper blades to cut the other 
body parts of Shraddha,” said a se-
nior police officer.

On 19 May, Aaftab went to another 
hardware store in Mehrauli with 
his backpack, from where he had 
brought several 2 to 3 Kg black trash 
bags which he used to seal the body 
parts, a big chopper and large knife.
“He had put the knife and the chop-
per in his backpack, but the knife 
was so sharp that it pierced from 
his backpack and had hurt his right 
hand. He had got a cut on his right 
hand, where he also has a tattoo. 
After which he went to a nearby 
dispensary where he was treated 
for the cut and we have verified this 
story of Aaftab from the store and the 
doctors he visited for the treatment. 
The cut mark over his tattoo is still 
there.” The senior police officer told 
this newspaper.

According to police sources, Aaftab 
had also booked a 260-litre fridge on 
that same day and for which he had 
done the payment using his Citi Bank 
card. The fridge was delivered to his 
residence on 19 May at around 10:30 
PM.

Soon after the delivery of the fridge, 
Aaftab started chopping off the other 
body parts of the victim to store them 
in the refrigerator throughout the 
night of 19 May. According to the in-

vestigators, Aaftab had first chopped 
off the ankle, thigh, legs and the head 
on that same night and used those 
purchased trash bags to store them in 
the fridge. While the torso, which still 
remained uncut till then, was stored 
in the bathroom.

The planning of disposing off the 
body was so meticulous and keep-
ing in mind every minute details 
that Aaftab had even bought a blow 
torch used by chefs to burn and des-
ecrate the wrists and the head of the 
bead body so that the body parts be-
come unrecognisable. He had even 
chopped off the hairs from the head.
“After he finished cutting the body 
into pieces, he had decided that he 
would go to Uttarakhand to dispose 
off the body. Why Uttarakhand, be-
cause he and Shraddha had both 
visited Haridwar, Rishikesh and the 
adjoining places some weeks ago 
before the crime and he had seen 
some secluded places in the hills 
from where he had initially decided, 
he would throw the body either into 
the river or in the jungles. For this, 
he had even brought suitcase worth 
Rs 2000, the payment of which was 
done online,” the senior police officer 
told The Daily Guardian.

Aaftab later dropped the idea of go-
ing to Uttarakhand since the suitcase 
with the body became too heavy for 
him to carry around and he had got-
ten sceptical of being caught by the 
several police posts that are put in 
place across the route from Delhi to 
Haridwar.

Later, from 20 May Aaftab decided 
that he would dispose off the body 
parts one by one into the Mehrauli 
jungles in the dead of the night, after 
carefully packing them in the trash 
bags he had purchased earlier.

The police have so far recovered 
the fridge which he used to store the 

body parts from his residence, and 
about 12 -14 pieces of bones from the 
Mehrauli Jungle. The bones have 
been sent for forensic testing to AI-
IMS in Delhi and would be matched 
with the DNA of her father.

The Delhi Police however, is yet 
to recover the murder weapon in 
this case as sources in the police say 
that the accused is not being able to 
clearly tell the exact place where he 
had disposed it off.
“He is saying that he threw the weap-
ons in the Mehrauli jungle and the 
trash bags in MCD’s garbage van. He 
is not able to tell us the exact location. 
We are also yet to locate the head or 
the skull as locations about the same 
is also not certain. Our search is on 
and we will keep looking for both the 
skull/head and the murder weapon.” 
A senior police officer from the Delhi 
Police told The Daily Guardian.

It is also learnt that it took so long 
for the murder to come to light be-
cause the father of the girl had no 
contact with her daughter since she 
left her house in 2019 and that she 
had allegedly told her father that she 
would not like to keep in touch with 
them since they did not approve for 
the relationship between her and 
Aaftab.
“It took a lot of coaxing and pressure 
from the friends of Shraddha for her 
father to lodge an official complaint 
with the Mumbai police. Since the 
Mumbai police had informed the 
Delhi Police that the last location of 
the girl was in Delhi and wanted to 
seek out help, we got involved in the 
case. It took a lot of planning for us to 
nab the accused. He was put on sur-
veillance for some days and after we 
gathered enough material, we called 
him in for questioning and arrested 
him.” Said the senior Delhi Police of-
ficer quoted above.

I s  t h e r e 
any other state 
where 100 per 
cent of appoint-
ments have been 

done in violation of the law? 
Universities have become 
fiefdoms of the party cadre 
and their relatives,” the Gov-
ernor alleged. 

Talking about the protests 
by the Left Democratic Front 
workers towards Raj Bha-
van in Kerala, against the 
Governor’s actions pertain-
ing to universities and bills 
passed by the state assembly, 
the Governor said that he 
cannot be pressurised. 
“I’m not going to deal with 

these things. But I can tell 
you one thing, I think there’s 
enough evidence for you to 
come to the conclusion that 
I’m not the type of person 
who can be pressurised,” he 
said. 

He further stressed that 
he would resign if he can be 
countered with one instance 

where he interfered in the 
business of the government. 
“Job to run Universities is 
with Chancellor, to run gov-
ernment is with the elected 
government. Give me one 
instance where I tried to in-
terfere in the business of gov-
ernment, I shall resign that 
very moment. I can give you 

1,001 examples where they 
interfered in the functioning 
of Universities daily,” he said. 

Earlier, the Pinarayi Vijay-
an-led Kerala government 
sent an ordinance to Rajb-
havan for the removal of 
Governor Arif Mohammed 
Khan from the post of chan-
cellor of the state universities.

to convey 
a  s t r o n g 

message of peace 
to the world.”

In a bow to In-
donesia, PM Modi “heart-
ily congratulated” President 
Joko Widodo for “giving 
effective leadership to the 
G-20 in a challenging global 
environment.” “Climate 
change, the Covid pan-
demic, the developments 
in Ukraine, and the global 
problems associated with 
it. All these together have 
caused havoc in the world. 
Global supply chains are in 
ruins. There is a crisis of es-
sentials, essential goods all 
over the world,” he said. 

PM Modi also made a 
powerful pitch for reform 
of global governance insti-
tutions to address the chal-
lenges faced by the global 
South. “Due to the double 
whammy, they lack the fi-
nancial capacity to handle it. 
We should also not hesitate 
to acknowledge that multi-
lateral institutions such as 
the UN have been unsuc-
cessful on these issues. And 
we have all failed to make 
suitable reforms in them.” 
“Therefore, today the world 
has greater expectations 
from the G-20, the relevance 
of our group has become 

more significant.”
In a subtle defence of In-

dia’s continuing purchase of 
Russian oil, PM Modi high-
lighted that “India’s energy-
security is also important 
for global growth, as it is 
the world’s fastest growing 
economy.” “We must not 
promote any restrictions on 
the supply of energy and sta-
bility in the energy market 
should be ensured,” he said. 

Underlining India’s com-
mitment to green growth, 
PM said: “India is commit-
ted to clean energy and en-
vironment. By 2030, half 

of our electricity will be 
generated from renewable 
sources.” 

Outlining a key priority 
for India’s G20 presidency, 
PM Modi stressed that 
“time-bound and affordable 
finance and sustainable sup-
ply of technology to develop-
ing countries is essential for 
inclusive energy transition.”

Manish Chand is CEO-Editor-
in-Chief, India Writes Network, 
and India and The World mag-
azine. He is Director, Centre for 
Global Insights India, a think 
tank focused on global affairs

the couple 
lived happily, but 
things deteriorat-
ed between them 

and she wanted to break the 
relationship. 

Rajat Shukla, Shraddha’s 
friend, said, “Today sud-
denly the news flashed on 
the mobile of her murder. 
I was shaken to the core of 
my soul that my friend has 
been murdered. She had 
told us in 2019 that she was 
in a relationship since 2018. 
They lived together. Initially, 
they lived happily, but then 

Sharddha started saying that 
Aftab beats her. She wanted 
to leave him but couldn’t do 
so.”

Rajat also said that it had 
become “very difficult” for 
her to come out of that re-
lationship, adding that “her 
life had become like hell”. 

“While shifting to Delhi, the 
decision was taken with their 
mutual consent that they 
would do a job there. After 
shifting to Delhi, our con-
tact with her nearly broke,” 
he added. 

Laxman Nadir, another 

friend of Shraddha from 
Palghar, detailed the circum-
stances under which they ap-
proached the police. “She had 
contacted me two months 
ago. She did not reply to any 
of my texts since August. Her 
phone was switched off. That 
is when it became a point of 
concern to me that I should 
start reaching out to the peo-
ple. When I got no update, I 
finally told her brother that 
I had spoken to her for the 
last time in July. So it’s better 
if we reach out to the police 
and seek their help,” he said.

Crafts in 
both Eastern La-
dakh which has 
given a huge im-

petus to the patrolling capa-
bilities and induction in men 
and material. The assault 
craft can carry 35 troops or 
one keeps with 12 men. 
“Habitat and technical 
storage to include assets 
for 22,000 troops and ap-
proximately 450 A vehicles/
guns have been constructed 
in the last two years. Focus 
has now shifted to under-
take the construction of 
Permanent defences and 
infrastructure to improve 
defence preparedness in ex-
tant working season apart 
from completion of ongoing 
projects,” defence sources 

said here. 
Speaking about the per-

manent defences being built 
along the borders, Indian 
Army’s Engineer in Chief Lt 
Gen Harpal Singh said: “3D-
printed permanent defences 
have been constructed for 
the first time by Indian 
Army’s Corps of Engineers 
in the desert sector. These 
defences were trial tested 
against a range of weapons 
from small arms to the main 
gun of T90 tank.” 

He added that such de-
fences are able to withstand 
blasts, can be erected within 
36-48 hours, and can be re-
located from one place to 
another. “With this, trial for 
similar permanent defences 
have also been carried out at 

eastern Ladakh and found 
to be useful,” he said. 

Highlighting the infra-
structure development 
being done by the Border 
Roads Organisation along 
the China border, defence 
sources said that presently 
nine tunnels which include 
a “2.535 Km long Sela tunnel, 
which will be the highest 
bi-lane tunnel in the world 
once completed. 11 more 
tunnels are also under plan-
ning.” 
“The BRO has been en-
trusted with the task of 
constructing one of India’s 
highest airfields at Nyoma 
which is very close to the 
China border and will boost 
Indian capabilities there,” 
they said. 

wh e r e,  I 
might be caught. I 
browsed Google all 
night to search for 

ways to dispose of the body 
and not arouse any suspicion. 
I also searched the internet on 
what kid of chopper would I 
have to use to piece the body,” 
the Delhi Police source quoted 
Aaftab as saying. 

Aaftab also confessed to his 
fondness for watching web 
series and shows related to 
crime and it was from these 
shows that he borrowed ideas 
on preserving the chopped-

off body parts and disposing 
of them later, police said, add-
ing that he did it all by himself. 

“I am fond of watching web 
series and serials on crime 
and it was while watchig 
these shows that I came up 
with ideas on preserving the 
body parts and keep Shrad-
dha alive in the eyes of her 
family and friends. It was to 
pre-empt any doubts or suspi-
cions on her whereabouts that 
I kept posting on Shradhha’s 
Instagram profile after the 
murder. I did it all by myself,” 
the accused told Delhi Police.

working 
session on Food 
and Energy Se-
curity,” Prime 

Minister’s Office tweeted.
Prime Minister Modi’s 

pull-aside meeting with US 
President Joe Biden on the 
margins of the G2O summit 
played an important role in 
salvaging the G20 from dis-
sensions and divisiveness. In 
his conversation with Presi-
dent Biden, PM Modi af-
firmed that “G-20 is the pre-
mier forum for international 
economic cooperation, and 
underlined the importance 
of G-20 continuing to dem-
onstrate its capacity to bring 
together major economies, to 

overcome global challenges.”  
In the brief interaction with 

President Biden, marked by 
good humour and camara-
derie, PM Modi outlined im-
portant priorities of India’s 
G20 presidency and New 
Delhi’s unwavering commit-
ment to interests of the Glob-
al South. “PM Modi affirmed 
that India would give voice 
to other developing coun-
tries during its Presidency, 
and emphasized G-20’s 
role in assisting vulnerable 
countries,” said India’s Min-
istry of External Affairs in a 
read-out of Modi-Biden talks. 

Meanwhile, US State De-
partment Spokesperson Zed 
Tarar said hereIndia and 

United States have always 
been on the same page as far 
as several global issues are 
concerned.  Speaking to ANI 
in Bali, Tarar on Tuesday 
said that there is a “friend-
ship” between Biden and 
Modi, and that it is “appar-
ent.” “There is a friendship 
between President Biden 
and PM Modi which is ap-
parent. There are several 
such world topics that both 
nations do not see face to face. 
But that does not affect our 
relationship. Every country 
moves as per their own strat-
egy, most important is we are 
keeping pressure on Russia, 
not on our friends,” said Zed 
Tarar.

pM Modi’s ‘era noT of war’ reMarks 
Makes iT To g20 drafT coMMunique
Bali: Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s statement to 
Russian President Vladimir Putin in Samarkand on 
the sidelines of the SCO summit on 16 September that 
“today’s era isn’t of war” has made it to the G20 draft 
communique, reported Financial Times. 

World leaders will reiterate PM Modi’s statement that 
today’s era “must not be of war” at the G20 summit in 
Bali, according to a draft communique agreed by diplo-
mats that also condemned threats of nuclear weapons 
use.  

The draft statement said, “Most members strongly 
condemned the war in Ukraine and stressed it is causing 
immense human suffering and exacerbating existing 
fragilities in the global economy.” 

“The use or threat of use of nuclear weapons is inad-
missible. The peaceful resolution of conflicts, efforts to 
address crises, diplomacy, and dialogue are vital. Today’s 
era must not be of war,” the draft statement said. 
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TOP OF THE DAY

MIZORAM 
FIREARMS BUREAU 
HANDS OVER 
CONFISCATED 
ARMS TO POLICE
AIZWAL: In a historic 
development, a function 
on transfer and handing 
over of confiscated arms 
from Mizoram Firearms 
Bureau to Mizoram 
Police was held for 
the first time ever on 
Monday at Arya Mess, 
Police headquarters, 
Aizawl. Mizoram Home 
Minister Lalchamliana 
was the chief guest 
at the function. Com-
missioner, Secretary 
(Home), and Chairman, 
Mizoram Firearms Bu-
reau, H. Lalengmawia, 
handed over the arms 
to Mizoram DGP Devesh 
Chandra Srivastva, who 
received them on behalf 
of Mizoram Police, in the 
presence of the state 
home minister and other 
senior government of-
ficials and police officers.

MAN ARRESTED 
UNDER POCSO 
ON CHARGE OF 
MOLESTING MINOR 
HOJAI: A man has been 
arrested on the charge 
of molesting a minor girl 
in Assam’s Hojai district, 
the police said on Tues-
day. Uttam Das was ar-
rested on Monday night 
for allegedly molesting a 
girl at Lumding in Hojai 
district, they added. The 
accused forcibly took 
the victim in his car and 
allegedly molested her, 
the police said. The po-
lice registered a case at 
Lumding police station 
under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act 
after getting a complaint 
in this regard.

‘YUDH ABHYAS 
22’ WILL BE 
CONDUCTED IN 
UTTARKHAND
NEW DELHI: The 18th 
edition of Indo - US 
joint training exercise 

“Yudh Abhyas 22” will be 
conducted in Uttarkhand 
this month, the Minis-
try of Defence said on 
Tuesday. Exercise Yudh 
Abhyas is conducted an-
nually between India and 
USA with the aim of ex-
changing best practices, 
Tactics, Techniques and 
Procedures between the 
Armies of the two na-
tions. The previous edi-
tion of the exercise was 
conducted at Joint Base 
Elmendorf Richardson, 
Alaska (USA) in October 
2021.

MOHUA SECRETARY 
INAUGURATES 
NCRTC EXHIBITION 
BOOTH 
NEW DELHI: Manoj 
Joshi, the chairman 
of NCRTC and secre-
tary of the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban 
Affairs (MoHUA), in-
augurated the NCRTC 
exhibition at India 
International Trade 
Fair 2022 on Tuesday. 
Vinay Kumar Singh, 
Managing Director 
of National Capital 
Region Transport Cor-
poration (NCRTC), was 
also present on the 
occasion. The exhibi-
tion booth of NCRTC, is 
designed around the 
theme of commuter-
centricity, the core 
principle of the RRTS.

IN TELANGANA

The National Human 
Rights Commission 
(NHRC) on Tuesday 

issued a notice to the Telan-
gana government, the Union 
Education Ministry, and the 
University Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) over the inci-
dent where a BBA-LLB first 
year student at a B-school 
in Hyderabad was allegedly 
ragged, brutally assaulted, 
and compelled to raise reli-
gious slogans by a group of 
students at the college hostel.

Referring to news reports, 
the NHRC said the victim ap-
proached the college manage-
ment to inform them about the 
incident that allegedly took 
place on 1 November, but they 
did not react promptly. A case 

was registered by the police 
only on 11 November, 2022, 
based on a complaint sent by 
email by the victim. The Com-
mission observed that the 
incident amounted to human 
rights violations against the 
victim due to sheer negligence, 
a lack of supervision, and the 
inherent failure of the college 
administration to ensure the 
safety and security of each and 
every student within the cam-
pus of IBS College. According 
to the NHRC, nothing appears 
to have changed despite the 
UGC Regulation on Combating 
Ragging in Higher Educational 
Institutions, which was passed 
in 2009.

The Commission has further 
observed that if a slew of mea-
sures like regular interaction 
and counselling of the students 
to identify an early indication 

of ragging by holding surprise 
inspections at hostels, students’ 
accommodations, canteens, 
recreation rooms, toilets, etc. 
were implemented, this un-
warranted incident of ragging 
may have been prevented.

Accordingly, the Commis-
sion has issued a notice to the 
Chief Secretary of Telangana 
calling for a report within six 
weeks in the matter. 

It should include an action 
taken report, along with the 
reasons for the prima facie 
failure of the institution to take 
adequate steps to prevent rag-
ging in accordance with the 
UGC regulation, and the steps 
taken or proposed to be taken 
to punish the perpetrators of 
the incident of ragging, its abet-
tors and sympathizers by at-
tracting punitive action under 
the UGC Act. He has also been 

asked to explain whether the 
victim has been suspended by 
the college and if yes, in what 
circumstances.

A notice has also been issued 
to the Director General of Po-
lice, Telangana, regarding the 
status of the criminal case reg-
istered against all the assailants 
and teaching/ non-teaching 
staff of the college concerned 
as reported in the news report.

Further, a notice has been 
sent to the Secretary, the Union 
Ministry of Education as well 
as the Secretary, UGC to submit 
reports regarding the effective 
implementation of the recom-
mendations of the Raghavan 
Committee on “The Menace of 
Ragging in Educational Insti-
tutions and Measures to curb 
it”, affirmed by the Supreme 
Court of India for educational 
institutions across the country.

NHRC NOTICE TO STATE GOVT 
OVER RAGGING INCIDENT
TDG NETWORK
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 IN ANDHRA PRADESH

Water logging was witnessed 
on Tuesday in several parts 
of Nellore due to intermittent 
rainfall in the state.

Meanwhile, on 14 Novem-
ber, former Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister and All India Anna 
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (AIADMK) party leader 
Edappadi K. Palaniswami 
(EPS) inspected the water-
logged Thiruvalluvar Nagar 
in Chennai city.

EPS inspected different 
locations that were water-
logged due to torrential rain-
fall in Thiruvalluvar Nagar 
in Chennai’s Mugalivakkam.

On Sunday, the schools and 
colleges for the Mayiladuth-
urai district of Tamil Nadu 
were announced to remain 

shut on Monday amid heavy 
rainfall here.

Earlier in the day on 13 No-
vember, Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister MK Stalin also 
inspected rain-affected and 
waterlogged areas and said 
that the water drainage de-
partment and public works 
department are working in 
the waterlogged areas of the 
state.

CM Stalin informed that 

the state would continue to 
experience rainfall but there 
is no danger; he further in-
formed about his visit to the 
Seerkazhi area in the Naga-
pattinam District of the state 
to do inspection rain-affected 
areas.

Stalin had travelled to 
Seerkazhi on Sunday night 
after Mayiladuthurai and 
Cuddalore for inspecting 
the situation here.

Heavy water logging 
witnessed in Nellore due 
to intermittent rainfall

IN THE VALLEY

A common entrance exami-
nation for approximately 
3000 Agniveer aspirants 
was held at an Army school 
in Badami Bagh Cantonment 
area of Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Srinagar.

This written test was con-
ducted for the posts of general 
duty, technical, clerk or store-
keeper technical, and trades-
man from the districts of Sri-
nagar, Anantnag, Baramulla, 
Pulwama, Badgam, Kupwara, 
Shopian, Ganderbal, Bandi-
pora, and Kulgam of Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Kargil and 
Leh from Ladakh. As per an 
official statement, the exam 
was conducted on Sunday (13 
November) for the aspirants 
who qualified for the physical 
and medical test during the 
recruitment rally at Haider-
beig Pattan from 17 Septem-
ber to 30 September.

The results of the exam, 
which was held under the 
prescribed rules by the Chi-
nar Corps, will be declared on 

the official website, and no 
separate letter will be sent to 
any candidate, the PRO De-
fence Srinagar informed.

The PRO has asked the can-
didates to check the results 
and report to the Army Re-
cruiting Office, Srinagar, on 
the third day after the decla-
ration of results for further 
documentation.

After the declaration of the 
CEE results, the Army Re-
cruiting Office Srinagar will 
collect original documents 
from the selected candidates 
for their verification with 
the concerned authorities of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The selected candidates 
will be required to report 
for training by December 31, 
2022, it added.

The Union Cabinet on 
June 14, 2022, approved a 
recruitment scheme for In-
dian youth to serve in the 
three services of the Armed 
Forces called ‘Agnipath’ and 
the youth selected under this 
scheme will be known as ‘Ag-
niveers’.
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AGNIVEER COMMON ENTRANCE 
EXAM HELD IN SRINAGAR

JANJATIYA GAURAV DIWAS

Extending greetings on the 
occasion of Janjatiya Gaurav 
Diwas, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said that the nation 
is moving with the energy of 
‘Panch Praan’ to realise the 
dreams of Bhagwan Birsa 
Munda and crores of Janjatiya 
bravehearts.

“Expressing pride in the 
tribal heritage of the country 
through Janjatiya Gaurav Di-
was and resolution for the de-
velopment of the Adivasi com-

munity is part of that energy”, 
PM said. PM paid tributes to 
Bhagwan Birsa Munda and 
said that 15 November is a day 
to celebrate Adivasi tradition.

“I consider this the fortune 
of my government that it got 
the opportunity to declare 
15th November (birth an-
niversary of Birsa Munda) 
as Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas. 
He was not only the hero of 
our political independence 
but also the conductor of our 
spiritual and cultural energy,” 
PM Modi said. 

TDG NETWORK
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BIRSA MUNDA WAS 
CARRIER OF OUR 
SPIRITUAL AND CULTURAL 
ENERGY: PM MODI

IN BIHAR

Union Minister Nitin Gad-
kari on Monday inaugurated 
a 1.5-kilometer-long, 2-lane 
elevated RCC bridge near 
Panduka on the Son River 
in Rohtas, Bihar, at a cost of 
Rs. 210 crore, according to a 
press release by the Ministry 
of Road Transport and High-
ways.

The foundation stone for 
the construction of the bridge 
was laid today in the presence 
of Deputy Chief Minister Te-
jashwi Yadav, Bihar BJP Presi-
dent Sanjay Jaiswal, Chhedi 
Paswan, Vishnu Dayal Ram, 
Ministers of Bihar Govern-
ment and MPs, MLAs and 

officers. Speaking on the oc-
casion Gadkari said with the 
construction of this bridge, 
NH-19 and NH-39 will be 
directly connected, facilitat-
ing traffic between Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and 
Chhattisgarh. 

He said at present, a distance 
of 150 km has to be covered to 
reach Srinagar from Panduka 
in Rohtas district and Garhwa 
district of Jharkhand, with the 
construction of this bridge, 
four hours will be saved in 
this journey. 

The traffic pressure on the 
Dehri Bridge will also reduce 
and Aurangabad, and Sa-
saram cities will be able to get 
rid of the problem of jams, he 
added.

TDG NETWORK
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GADKARI INAUGURATES 1.5 
KM LONG ELEVATED BRIDGE

 IN JHARKHAND

Police have rescued the 16-year-
old girl and arrested the ac-
cused, who had taken the girl 
to Bangalore recently.

Officials said that the girl was 
reported missing on Novem-
ber 4, and a missing person’s 
complaint was registered. Fol-
lowing the information, a case 
of abduction was filed, and the 
probe was initiated. The family 
members and police were con-
tinuously searching for the girl.

The girl’s parents, in a com-
plaint to police, alleged that the 
accused, identified as Shahid 
Ansari, Arbaz Ansari, and four 
others, abducted the minor on 
4 November. They had alleged 

that the accused, who arrived 
on two motorcycles, barged into 
their house and forcefully took 
the girl with them.

The abduction was carried 
out in order to force the girl to 
convert her religion and marry 
Shahid, the victim’s parents told 
the police. They had also alleged 
that even six months ago, the 
accused had threatened them 
that they would abduct their 
daughter if they did not let him 
marry her.

Soon after the incident came 
to light, members of right-wing 
organisations launched a series 
of protests and demanded im-
mediate action in the matter. 
This prompted the police to 
launch an investigation and 
trace the girl.
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POLICE RESCUES ABDUCTED 
MINOR GIRL, ACCUSED HELD
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Union Minister Hardeep 
S. Puri said on Monday 

that the Prime Minister's 
commitment to the develop-
ment of J&K is turning into 
reality, and work regarding 
the same is in full swing.

He stated that the PM's de-
velopment initiatives in J&K 
have created an emotional 
bond between the people 
and the country. "Central 
schemes directly benefit 
the people, and I am glad 
that work is going on at the 
ground level," the minister 
added in a press release. 

Addressing the media per-
sons in Srinagar today, Puri 
said people are investing 
in the economic develop-
ment of the Union Territo-
ry of Jammu and Kashmir 
because of the Central 
Government's farsighted 
decision to remove the  
bottleneck of Articles 370 
and 35A.

IN FULL SWING

PM'S DREAM OF 
DEVELOPMENT IN 
J-K A REALITY: 
HARDEEP PURI

DELICACY

WITH THE ONSET OF WINTER, KASHMIR’S RETURN 
TO THEIR FAVOURITE FOOD ‘HARISSA’

With the arrival of winter in 
Kashmir, the region’s eating 
habits have begun to shift.

“Harissa” has become a 
new favourite food of the peo-
ple besides the dry vegetables 
traditionally consumed dur-
ing the winter, according to a 
report. According to the re-
searchers, harissa has been 
imported from Iran into the 
Kashmir valley and is the 

earliest form of halim popu-
lar in Iran. Harissa in Kash-
mir Valley is also known as 
“Harissa Zafarani.”

The valley is registering an 
increase in demand for the 
centuries-old delicious and 
flavorful harissa. In Srinagar, 
especially in the old city, 
wherever there are harissa 
shops, there is a crowd of ha-
rissa eaters from seven in the 
morning, the report said.

It further said that there are 
various people in the region 

who like to eat harissa on a 
daily basis.

“In fact, Harisa is used to 
warm the body in winter. 
The ingredients present 
in Harsia are “warming in 
temperament and hence its 
use during severe winters is 
considered beneficial,” the 
report said.

A local said that Harissa is 
a favourite food of Kashmiris 
in winter.

“It is very tasty as well as 
warming the body and is 

available in more or less ev-
ery home,” the report quoted 
the local as saying.

Harissa is considered to be 
the equal of Kashmiri waza-
wan in terms of taste.

The cook who prepares ha-
rissa must be skilled and ex-
perienced in preparing this 
particular dish so that they 
can prepare harissa well and 
properly.

The report said that the 
preparation of harissa needs 
a lot of effort. “Various in-

gredients are prepared in 
advance so that they can be 
used early in the morning 
and served to the harissa lov-
ers on time,” the report said.

Farooq Ahmad, who has 
been making harissa in 
Shahr Khas for the past sev-
eral decades, said that the 
demand for harissa has in-
creased so much that many 
people have to return here 
without eating harissa be-
cause the prepared harissa is 
gone within a few hours.
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LOSS OF LIFE

A 17-year old football player 
lost her life on Tuesday due 
to the alleged negligence of 
doctors in a hospital in Tam-
il Nadu’s Chennai.

As per the information, 
a Chennai-based teenage 
football player, Priya R, had 
gone for knee surgery (right 
leg) at the Government Pe-
ripheral Hospital, Periyar 
Nagar. Following the com-
plications in her health, she 
was shifted to Chennai’s 
Rajiv Gandhi Government 
Hospital last Tuesday. As 
per the medical reports, 
footballer Priya died this 
morning due to complica-
tions in her liver, heart, and 
kidney.

The reports revealed that 
the negligence of Periyar 
Nagar Hospital led to the 
amputation of Priya’s leg at 
Rajiv Gandhi Hospital. “Pri-
ya did not respond to the 
treatment where she died 
today morning,” it added.

After receiving the body, 
the family members of the 
teenage footballer started 
protesting with their de-
mand for immediate action 
from the police into this 
matter.

The protest erupted after 
Priya’s body was carried 
out from the mortuary after 
a post-mortem.

However, the police have 
assured action into the mat-
ter on the basis of the post-
mortem report.

“There are two types of ac-
tion one being departmental 
has been taken by the Dean 
and Health Minister that the 

doctors accused of the al-
leged case have been trans-
ferred and suspended,” said 
DCP Chennai Albert John.

The other one is on the 
basis of criminal culpabil-
ity, for which we have reg-
istered a First Information 
Report, he added.

“We have registered an 
FIR on the basis of crimi-
nal culpability. The autopsy 
has already been done and 
action will be taken on the 
basis of its reports. We will 
also see what charges need 
to be imposed more after the 
recommendation of the doc-
tor’s committee,” the DCP 
said further.

He continued by mention-
ing that the final postmor-
tem report will only suggest 
for the action to be taken in 
the matter.

Notably, the Director of 
Medical Education in an 
official statement has in-
formed that Dr Paul Ram 
Shankar, Assistant profes-
sor of the Orthopedic de-
partment, and Dr K Soma-
sundar, casualty medical 
officer at the Government 
Peripheral hospital Periyar 
Nagar have been suspend-
ed.

As per the information, 
Dr Paul Ram Shankar has 
been transferred to Tutico-
rin Medical college hospi-
tal. He has been obliged to 
stay at Tuticorin during the 
suspension period and has 
been directed not to leave 
the city without permission.

During the period of sus-
pension, he shall be at Tu-
ticorin and shall not leave 
Tuticorin without obtaining 
permission.

Football player 
dies in Tamil Nadu 
hospital, kin allege 
medical negligence
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ELEPHANT FALLS INTO A WELL, RESCUED

An elephant that fell into a 
well Monday night in Gund-
la Palle village of Chittoor on 
Monday night was rescued on 
Tuesday.

Locals of the area noticed 
the elephant and informed 
the forest department and 
fire brigade. 

Following which, a joint 
team of rescue officials 
reached the area and started 
the rescue operation.

In a video of the rescue op-
eration that went viral on so-

cial media, the elephant could 
be seen trying to climb out of 
the well.

Forest officials then brought 
an excavator and broke a 
portion of the brick wall sur-
rounding the well, allowing 
the elephant to climb out. A 

large crowd of people, includ-
ing local villagers, gathered in 
the area to catch a glimpse of 
the elephant as it climbed out 
of the well.

The animal later returned 
to the forest on its own after 
coming out of the well.
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Vehicles travelling on waterlogged roads in Vellore.

Elephant being rescued by the forest department.



Times Higher Edu-
cation (THE) 2022 
regards the Indian 

Institute of Science (IISc) 
Bangalore as the best uni-
versity in India, but places 
it in the rank bracket of 301-
350. This ranking may have 
to be ignored in the case of 
other institutions because 
the bigger and older IITs 
presently boycott this rank-
ing. QS ranking of world 
universities 2023, too, as-
sesses the IISc Bangalore as 
the best university in India, 
but with a global ranking of 
155. The next bests comprise 
IIT Bombay (172), IIT Delhi 
(174), IIT Kanpur (264), 
IIT Madras (250) and IIT 
Kharagpur 270.

Academic Ranking of the 
World Universities (ARWU) 
2022, the most coveted and 
the most objective world 
ranking of universities, also 
assesses the IISc Bangalore 
as the best university in In-
dia, but places it in the rank 
bracket of 301-400. The sec-

ond and the third best uni-
versities in the country, the 
University of Delhi and the 
Vellore Institute of Technol-
ogy (VIT) are placed in the 
ranks bracket of 601-700. 
The next four best higher 
educational institutions viz 
IIT Roorkee, IIT Delhi, IIT 
Madras and JNU are placed 
in the rank bracket of 701-
800.

In all, the ARWU could 
rank 18 higher educational 
institutions in India among 
the top 1,000 of the world. 
Of these, seven had been 
granted the status of the In-
stitutions of Eminence (IoE) 
along with promises of 
many privileges and abun-
dant funds with the sole 
objective of enabling them 
to rise up on the ranking 
ladder.

Disquietingly, the remain-
ing ten, which were granted 
the IoE status, including the 
two Greenfield Universi-
ties—Bharti University and 
the Jio Institutes, which had 
much ruckus at the time of 
decision-making, appear 
nowhere in the ARWU 
ranking. In contrast, there 
were seven higher educa-
tional institutions which 
are reckoned among the 
ARWU ranking, though 
they were not granted IoE 
status. There certainly 
was an error of judgment 
in identifying the institu-
tions with the potential. 

But this is beside the point. 
Minor variations on a year-
on-year basis apart, these 
institutions have an irrefut-
able claim on excellence in 
higher education by Indian 
standards and have been 
improving their scores and 
ranks. To be fair to them, 
they are generally reckoned 
among the choicest institu-
tions of India by the global 
academic fraternity. It, how-
ever, remains a fact that 
even the best of our higher 
educational institutions are 
still nowhere close to the 
best of the world. The ques-
tion is why?

The reasons are numer-
ous. At the forefront is the 
ecosystem. Universities do 
not exist and operate in a 
vacuum. Their larger eco-
system plays a critical role 
in creating the necessary 
and sufficient conditions for 
these institutions to attain 
excellence. 

It may not be a sheer coin-
cidence that Africa is con-
spicuous by its absence in 
the league table. Similarly, 
the share of Asia, Ocea-
nia and Central and South 
America in world-class in-
stitutions is minuscule. A 
bulk of the world-class uni-
versities are in high-income 
developed and developing 
countries with an average 
per capita income of around 
$50,000. Besides, these 
countries have spent 3.3 to 
8.7% of their Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) on educa-
tion over a sustained period 
of time.

With their Gross Enrol-
ment Ratio ranging be-
tween 60 to 86%, these 
economies rank very high 
on critical social and devel-
opmental parameters like 
the Human Development 
Index (HDI), Ease of Doing 

Business and Corruption 
Perception Index. All these 
taken together constitute 
that larger ecosystem mak-
ing it conducive to pursuing 
excellence. 

The best universities in 
the world are larger in size. 
Barring a few exceptions, 
they may have a minimum 
of 20,000 students who are 
taught by about 2000 full-
time faculty. In addition, 
they may have industry 
experts, professionals and 
professors of practice as a 
side faculty. 

Besides, the faculty mem-
bers are also supported by 
a large number of research 
staff and teaching assis-
tants. Even the best institu-
tions in India compare very 
adversely on these counts 
and thus lack the much-
needed critical mass of in-
tellectual resources. Faculty 
and intellectual resources 
play a dominant role in 
determining excellence. 
Technological advance-
ments and enormous pos-
sibilities of leveraging them 
for teaching and research 
notwithstanding, they con-

tinue to remain critical. It 
is an expensive proportion 
but compromising either 
on their adequacy or qual-
ity proves detrimental to the 
health of higher education. 

Excellence is expensive 
and costs money. Universi-
ties need to hire, retain and 
develop human resources. 
They need to continuously 
maintain, augment and up-
grade their teaching and 
research infrastructure. 
Hence the availability of ad-
equate financial resources is 
critical. 

Compared to the best of 
the world, our best univer-
sities spend only peanuts. 
The best university in In-
dia spends about $18,000 
compared to $283,000 per 
student per year by a world-
class university in the US. 
This essentially means that 
the best university in India 
spends only about 6.36% 
of what the best university 
in the US spends. Even ac-
counting for the purchasing 
power parity, spending by 
the best Indian university is 
no more than a fifth of their 
counterparts.

Lest this may be used as an 
argument used for increas-
ing fees and cost recover-
ies from students, it may be 
mentioned that the best uni-
versities in the world, pub-
lic or private, recover only a 
fraction of their per-student 
cost from their students. 

Finally, universities attain 
excellence only in an envi-
ronment of autonomy and 
academic freedom. Even 
in India, the Acts and Stat-
utes of universities vest in 
them all the powers to act 
independently. However, 
over a period of time, many 
of these powers have been 
circumscribed by vari-
ous rules, regulations and 
guidelines issued by exter-
nal agencies and regulatory 
bodies.

Alas! The higher edu-
cation institutions pres-
ently suffer on all the above 
counts and have to go a long 
way to come at par or even 
close to world-class univer-
sities. The process could be 
expedited by significantly 
enhancing public invest-
ment in higher education. It 
has to be in fact doubled or 
trebled than what is being 
invested in higher educa-
tion as a percentage of GDP.

Most critically, merit must 
rule the roost in higher edu-
cation. The national and 
state governments as well as 
the higher education regu-
lators must commit to stop 
compromising the merit 
in the selection of students 
and teachers, the teaching-
learning process and the 
appointment of people to 
leadership positions.

Furqan Qamar is former Ad-
viser for Education in the Plan-
ning Commission, and a Pro-
fessor of Management at Jamia 
Millia Islamia, New Delhi.

How India’s varsities can 
figure among world’s best
Excellence is expensive and Indian universities need to hire, retain and 
upgrade their teaching and research infrastructure. However, instead 
of increasing fees and recovering costs from students, the world’s best 
universities recover only a fraction of their per-student cost from students.

AMID UKRAINE WAR

AcADEMIc RANKINg

With polling in Himachal Pradesh over, the focus 
is now on Gujarat where there is a tri-cornered 
fight between the Congress, BJP and the Aam 
Admi Party. Given that the BJP has a 27-year anti-
incumbency against it, the ruling party still seems 
poised for a comeback. So in a way the fight will be 
for the Number Two slot, between the Aam Admi 
Party and the Congress. Until the MCD polls in 
Delhi were announced, the Aam Admi Party was 
focusing on Gujarat, with Arvind Kejriwal leading 
the assault from the front. Pollsters even reported 
that his face had more recall than that of the cur-
rent Gujarat CM—but then the BJP is not bas-
ing its campaign on Bhupendra Patel but on PM 
Modi. This is Modi’s home state and he has made 
his Prime Ministership all about Gujarati Asmita; 
so it is unlikely that the state would snub him. It 
did, however, send him a strong message during 
the last round of polls in 2017 when the BJP failed 
to make it to double digits, reprimanding him for 
demonetisation and an unwieldy GST. The PM and 
Home Minister Amit Shah have been focusing on 
the state, nudging investors and industrialists to set 
up shop there as well as sending the entire cabinet 
to campaign and spread the word about the govern-
ment’s achievements.

Compare this to the Congress campaign which 
had an edge during the last polls winning 77 seats. 
Although Rahul Gandhi himself has been missing 
from the campaign, Congress leaders have been 
deployed in the state, especially at the booth level 
to go door to door and canvas. Leaders have been 
deployed from the neighbouring state of Rajasthan 
to camp in the state and use their rapport to fur-
ther the Congress cause. This did lead to some turf 
wars and the exit of Hardik Patel and before him 
Alpesh Thakor, but the Congress High Command 
did not let that derail their campaign. The warring 
Rajasthan duo have also been deployed in Gujarat 
with Ashok Gehlot sending the much needed re-
sources (in addition to funding by the Chattisgarh 
CM Bhupesh Baghel), while Sachin Pilot is emerg-
ing as a star campaigner along with Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra. Newly appointed Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge is also monitoring the party’s 
campaign in Gujarat. Meanwhile, we are told that 
Rahul Gandhi is going to be addressing a few rallies 
in the state. So far Rahul had kept out of the Gujarat 
campaign which, either by default or by strategy, 
ensured that this did not become a RaGa vs Modi 
personality contest.

As far as Kejriwal is concerned, he will now have 
to divide his time between Delhi and Gujarat and 
this could work to the Congress’ advantage, for he 
would have first made a dent in their vote bank 
that happened during the Surat Municipal polls 
last year.

While no one is expecting the BJP to lose Prime 
Minister Modi’s home state, there is a keen inter-
est in the margin of victory; and the score that the 
Congress and the AAP notch up. For this would 
be the first test of Rahul’s Bharat Jodo exercise and 
as far as Kejriwal is concerned, it would be a telling 
commentary on his national ambitions.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
PM MODI’S HOME STATE

ThE gUjARAT 
cAMpAIgN AND ITs 
NATIoNAl fAlloUT

No region stands to gain 
more from the upcoming 
energy crisis in Europe than 
Asia’s newer partnerships 
and groupings. As winter is 
approaching and the end of 
the Ukraine war nowhere in 
sight, European countries 
are scrambling to diversify 
their energy sources. Per-
haps a region that lies in Eu-
rope’s short sight might just 
gain more importance in 
global energy security than 
it was given credit for only 
half a decade ago.

What could possibly be 
the repercussions of this 

new and emerging partner-
ship in the geo-economic 
world order and how is this 
affecting the optics in West 
Asia is worth further analy-
sis. Recently, Israel and Leb-
anon signed a maritime deal 
ending their decades-long 
dispute. The deal outlines 
the maritime boundary line 
of the two countries in the 
Eastern Mediterranean re-
gion which also opens the 
door to joint exploration, 
lawful sharing of resources 
and more importantly, for 
the West, a potential alter-
native for energy in the long 
term. 

At a political level, the 
agreement is significant as 
it is between two countries 
which have been formally at 
war since 1948 and have no 
diplomatic relations. Israel 
construed the agreement as 
a diplomatic win and formal 
recognition of the State of 
Israel. Washington, which 
brokered the deal, dubs 
the agreement as “one step 
closer” to the integration of 
the Middle East. Lebanon 

becomes only fourth in the 
region after Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan, and UAE to engage 
with Israel regardless of his-
torical hostilities, pending 
de jure recognition. And de-
spite Lebanon’s contention 
that the deal has no political 
implication, clearly the op-
tics is holding fast with the 
US being the peace-maker 
and diplomat in wooing the 
Arab nations to the Western 

camp. Besides, the US’ given 
status as a negotiator and 
peace maker in the region is 
only getting more solidified 
and legitimised adding to its 
diplomatic credentials.

Israel and the Iran-backed 
Hezbollah have locked 
horns about energy ex-
ploration in the disputed 
region in the past. How-
ever, the deal is testimony 
to the fact that in realpolitik, 

co-existence and, some-
times, compromise become 
prerequisites for shared 
prosperity perhaps at the 
expense of ideology. For 
Lebanon which has been 
grasping at straws, the deal 
is an opportunity to escape 
the spiralling economic 
crisis by attracting foreign 
investment. Concurrently, 
the maritime dispute deal 
brokered by the US and 

supported by France at 
this time in history owes as 
much to geo-economics as 
well. The Ukraine war and 
Western sanctions on Rus-
sia have left an unavoidable 
vacuum in the global energy 
sector. The maritime deal 
in effect would increase the 
likelihood of turning East-
ern Mediterranean into an 
alternative energy hub for 
Europe.

This could just be the be-
ginning of a new energy 
world order, having grave 
implications on Russia’s 
stature as the energy pro-
vider for Europe and thus 
depleting its leverage in 
the war and geopolitics at 
large. According to the In-
ternational Energy Agency 
(IEA), Russia’s oil exports 
and the revenue from it is 
at a year-long low, reduced 
by about 560,000 barrels 
per day as compared to be-
fore the Ukraine invasion. 
The exports to EU also de-
creased by 390,000 bar-
rels per day in September as 
compared to that in August 

slicing off $3.2 billion from 
its export revenues. Now, 
with the EU embargo on 
Russian crude and mari-
time services coming to 
full effect in less than two 
months and in turn the Rus-
sian threats to cut oil supply 
would only accelerate the 
diversification plans of Eu-
rope. The Mediterranean 
region, rich in natural gas 
and hydrocarbons (mean 
probable reserve of 1.7 bil-
lion barrels of oil resources 
and 122 trillion cubic feet 
of natural gas), has the 
potential to take over the 
energy supply chain to Eu-
rope with a receding Russia 
crippled by Western sanc-
tions. Moreover, Europe is 
looking towards the eastern 
Mediterranean particularly 
the Levant basin (includ-
ing Israel, lebanon, Cyprus, 
Jordan, Syria and Palestine) 
owing to the feasibility of 
shorter pipelines and sav-
ing transportation routes.

Since the invasion, Europe 
has not only attempted to 
bring down demand and 

save energy, but also hike 
imports of natural gas from 
traditional suppliers like 
Algeria, Norway and the 
US. Sub-Saharan countries 
like Mozambique and Sen-
egal and Eastern European 
countries like Azerbaijan 
are also being considered 
as alternative sources by 
many European countries, 
filling up Europe’s gas stor-
age capacity by almost 90% 
and the reliance on Russian 
gas fell considerably from 
41% in January 2022 to 7.5% 
now. Although this winter 
may look secure for Euro-
pean countries, long term 
security and affordability of 
the energy supply chain is 
crucial for political and fis-
cal stability for the weakest 
economies of the lot. More-
over, a stable and economi-
cally better off Lebanon 
would be one step closer to 
achieving stable geopolitical 
and geo-economic futures 
in the region and globally.
Sharon Susan Koshy is a Re-
search Associate at Centre for 
Public Policy Research, Kochi.

West Asia optics and the emerging geo-economic world order

opinion
Furqan qamar

a united nations naval ship and a Lebanese military boat patrol in the mediterranean Sea. recently, 
Israel and Lebanon signed a maritime deal ending their decades-long dispute.
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Compared to the world’s best, our best 
universities spend peanuts. The best 
university in India spends about $18,000 
compared to $283,000 per student per year 
by a world-class university in the US. This 
essentially means that the best university 
in India spends only about 6.36% of what 
the best university in the US spends. Even 
accounting for purchasing power parity, 
spending by the best Indian university is 
no more than a fifth of their counterparts.
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Sharanabasappa vs Na-
gendra, the bench compris-
ing of Justice Sanjay Kishan 
Kaul while considering a 
civil appeal observed and 
has noted that the reference 
on the issue of illegitimate 
children’s right in father’s 
ancestral property in the 
case of Revanasiddappa vs. 
Mallikarjun, 2011, is still 
pending for consideration 
of larger bench.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Abhay S. Oka stated 
that there are now differ-
ent Benches constituted for 
hearing the reference mat-
ters, it may be advisable to 
put a quietus to the issue 
so that the matters which 
is pending in this Court or 
in the High Courts can be 
dealt with.

It has been directed by the 
bench to the registry for 
placing the matter before 
the Chief Justice of India, 
the bench while opining 
that reference is required to 
be listed at an early date.

It was observed that 
Senior Advocate Basava 
Prabhu Patil, appearing for 
the party in the civil appeal, 
had brought to the notice of 
the bench that the matter is 
pending for 11 years and the 
same is having an impact on 
many matters.

The Reference made in 
‘Revanasiddappa’

The court observed that 
the Section 16 of the Hindu 
Marriage Act, 1955, provides 
that any child of a marriage 
which is null and void under 

section 11, who would have 
been legitimate if the mar-
riage had been valid and 
shall be legitimate. It has 
also been provided under 
Section 16(3) that the same 
shall not be construed as 
conferring upon any child of 
a marriage which is null and 
void or which is annulled by 
a decree of nullity under sec-
tion 12, any rights in or to the 
property of any person who 
is other than parents, in any 
case where, but for the pass-
ing of this Act, such child are 
being incapable of possess-
ing or acquiring any such 
rights by reason of his not 
being the legitimate child of 
his parents.

The Apex Court in the case 
Bharatha Matha & another 
Vs. R. Vijaya Renganathan & 
others and in the case Jinia 
Keotin Vs. Kumar Sitaram 
observed and has taken a 
view that the children born 
out of the void marriage 
were not entitled to claim 
inheritance of the ances-
tral coparcenary property 
and were entitled to claim 
a share only in the self-ac-
quired property which is of 
their father.

It was observed that two 
judges bench opined in 
the case Revanasiddappa 
(supra), that such children 
will have a right to what-
ever becomes the property 

of their parents whether 
self-acquired or ancestral. 
The court while differing 
with the view taken by co-
ordinate benches in above 
mentioned case, the present 
matter was referred to three 
judge’s bench.

Accordingly, the court 
considering a SLP that 
raised this issue in March 
2020, the bench headed by 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
and Justice KM Joseph ob-
served and has called upon 
the Registrar for looking 
into this issue so that the 
papers can be placed before 
the Chief Justice of India 
for reference of the case to 
a larger Bench.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: DIRECTED REGISTRY TO 
PLACE MATTER BEFORE CJI; REFERENCE ON 
‘ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN’S RIGHT IN FATHER’S 
ANCESTRAL PROPERTY’ PENDING FOR 11 YEARS 
TDG NETWORK 

How serious the most 
disastrous malaise 
of excessive use of 

drugs has adversely affected 
not just our younger gen-
eration which is becoming 
more and more addicted to 
it but even the older genera-
tion is known all too well 
and reams and reams have 
been written on the lethal 
manner in which it has 
penetrated to the innermost 
core in each and every sec-
tion of our society! It must be 
also mentioned here in this 
context that while rejecting 
the bail application of an ac-
cused whose disclosure had 
allegedly led to the recovery 
of about 10 kilograms of her-
oin, the Punjab and Hary-
ana High Court in a learned, 
logical, laudable and latest 
judgment titled Davinder 
Singh Vs State of Punjab in 
CRM-M-10017-2021 that 
was pronounced as recently 
as on October 17, 2022 has 
minced just no words to un-
ambiguously hold that the 
drug peddlers have success-
fully destroyed the social 
fabric of society and led 
youth to the wrongful path. 
It is drugs and drugs alone 
which has cut short so many 
promising lives and so also 
so many promising careers 
of not just so many youths 
but even so many film stars, 
sport stars and as also a 
range of celebrities who in-
tentionally or unintention-
ally due to bad company or 
any other reason fall an easy 
vulnerable prey to this most 

vicious and dangerous  habit 
which is certainly the most 
assured path to self destruc-
tion. No denying it! So such 
a  disastrous menace has to 
be definitely nipped in the 
bud by dealing with it most 
strictly.

 At the very outset, this 
extremely commendable, 
cogent, courageous and con-
vincing judgment authored 
by the Single Judge Bench 
of Hon’ble Mr Justice Ashok 
Kumar Verma of High 
Court of Punjab and Hary-
ana at Chandigarh sets the 
ball in motion by first and 
foremost putting forth in 
the opening para itself that, 

“The petitioner has filed the 
present petition under Sec-
tion 439 read with Section 
482 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1973 for grant 
of regular bail in case FIR 
No.40 dated 12.03.2020 reg-
istered under Sections 21, 22, 
23, 27A and 29 of the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotro-
pic Substances Act, 1985 (for 
short ‘the NDPS Act’); Sec-
tion 3 of the Indian Passport 
Act, 1920 and Section 14 of 
the Foreigners Act, 1946 at 
Police Station Lopoke, Dis-
trict Amritsar.”

To put things in perspec-
tive, we see the Bench then 
envisages in the next para 
that, “The above-said FIR 
was registered on the ba-
sis of secret information 
received against the peti-
tioner-Davinder Singh and 
coaccused Gurlal Singh with 
the allegations that they 
are involved in smuggling 
of huge quantity of heroin 

from Pakistan with the help 
of their Pak counterpart Ke-
dar Masih. On the basis of 
above-said information, the 
petitioner was apprehended 
from the area of Village Lo-
dhi Gujjar. During interro-
gation, the petitioner has 
made disclosure statement 
and got recovered eight 
packets of heroin (weighing 
10 kgs.) from the disclosed 
place.”

On the one hand, the 
Bench first lays bare in 
next para that, “Learned 
counsel for the petitioner 
submits that the petitioner 
has been falsely implicated 
in the present case. The 
secret information having 

been forwarded to a junior 
officer was in fact a direct 
violation of statutory pro-
visions of Section 42 of the 
NDPS Act. There is no re-
covery of contraband from 
the conscious possession of 
the petitioner. The petition-
er has been under incarcera-
tion for the last more than 
02 years. Most of the pros-
ecution witnesses are yet to 
be examined and the trial is 
moving at snail’s pace which 
is not likely to be concluded 
in near future. No useful 
purpose will be served by 
further detention of the peti-
tioner in custody. Moreover, 
the petitioner is not involved 
in any other case under the 

NDPS Act. On this prem-
ise, learned counsel prays 
for the grant of bail to the 
petitioner. In support of his 
arguments, learned counsel 
for the petitioner has placed 
reliance upon the judgments 
of Hon’ble Supreme Court 
passed in SLP (Crl.) No.5530 
of 2022 titled as Moham-
mad Salman Hanif Shaikh 
Vs. The State of Gujarat, 
decided on 22.08.2022; SLP 
(Crl.) No.4173 of 2022 titled 
as Shariful Islam @ Sarif Vs. 
The State of West Bengal, 
decided on 04.08.2022, Sa-
tender Kumar Antil Vs. Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation : 
2022 AIR (SC) 3386 and SLP 
(Crl.) No.5769 of 2022 titled 

as Nitish Adhikary @ Bapan 
Vs. State of West Bengal, de-
cided on 04.08.2022.”   

On the other hand, the 
Bench then points out in the 
next para that, “Per contra, 
learned State counsel op-
posed the petition in terms 
of reply dated 02.09.2021. 
Learned State counsel sub-
mits that recovery of huge 
quantity of 10 kgs. of heroin, 
which falls in the category 
of commercial quantity, has 
been effected on the basis 
of the disclosure statement 
made by the petitioner. The 
co-accused Gurlal Singh has 
been absconding and evad-
ing his arrest and the trial is 
being delayed for that rea-
sons only.”

Needless to say, the Bench 
then states that, “I have 
heard learned counsel for 
the petitioner as well as the 
learned State counsel and 
gone through the paper-
book.”

Delving into the nitty-
gritty, the Bench then ob-
serves that, “According 
to the prosecution, the 
petitioner-Davinder Singh 
was apprehended from the 
area of Village Lodhi Gujjar 
and two mobile phones and 
Rs.300/- were recovered 
during his personal search. 
During interrogation, the 
petitioner disclosed that co-
accused Gurlal Singh is his 
real brother-in-law. Gurlal 
Singh and his brother Surjit 
Singh are involved in drug 
trafficking for a long time 
and they are involved in 
many cases registered un-
der the NDPS Act. Gurlal 

Singh told the petitioner 
that he (Gurlal Singh) has 
links with smugglers of 
Pakistan and he allured him 
(petitioner) by saying that 
he should also join them in 
drug smuggling. Therefore, 
he (petitioner) about one 
month ago had asked co-
accused Gurlal Singh for 
providing him 2-4 packets of 
heroin so that he (petitioner) 
could also earn money. On 
that day he (petitioner) had 
come there for lifting the 
consignment, which was to 
be delivered further as per 
instruction of co-accused 
Gurlal Singh. On the ba-
sis of disclosure statement 
suffered and identification 
made by the petitioner 08 
bags (weighing 10 kgs her-
oin) were recovered in the 
presence of the then D.S.P. 
Attari, Amritsar (Rural) 
and officials of B.S.F. from 
the fields of wheat across 
fencing in the area of B.S.F. 
Post Shamullha which were 
taken into possession in ac-
cordance with law. The peti-
tioner further disclosed that 
only his brother-in-law Gur-
lal Singh knows that who 
was the consignee of the 
consignment of heroin. The 
samples of the contraband 
recovered were sent for 
scientific examination and 
as per FSL report ‘Diace-
tylmorphine’ (heroin) was 
found therein. The mobile 
phones recovered from the 
petitioner have been sent to 
the State Cyber Crime Cell 
for retrieval of data. Challan 
has already been presented 
before the trial Court and 

charges under Sections 
21, 23 and 29 of the NDPS 
Act have been framed on 
22.02.2021 by the trial Court 
and the case is now fixed for 
prosecution witnesses.”

     Furthermore, the Bench 
then states that, “During 
further investigation car-
ried out under Section 68-E, 
it was revealed that the pe-
titioner has purchased two 
residential houses, one situ-
ated at Village Manawala 
and second at Village Rayya, 
District Amritsar, with drug 
trafficking money. The 
competent authority gave 
appropriate opportunity 
to the petitioner to defend 
his case but he did not ap-
pear. Consequent upon, vide 
order passed under Section 
68-F(2) of the NDPS Act, it 
was further directed that the 
above-mentioned property 
shall not be transferred or 
otherwise dealt with, in any 
manner, except with the 
prior permission.”

For esteemed readers exclu-
sive information, the Bench 
then specifies that, “Section 
37 of the Act provide a strin-
gent provisions for grant of 
bail in cases of involving 
commercial quantity.”

While citing the relevant 
case law, the Bench then 
points out that, “The Su-
preme Court in Narcotics 
Control Bureau Versus 
Mohit Aggarwal, Crl.A. 
No.1001-1002 of 2022, de-
cided on 19th July, 2022, 
held as under:

Full report can be read on 
the website.

IN COURT

DRUG PEDDLERS HAVE SUCCESSFULLY DESTROYED SOCIAL 
FABRIC OF OUR SOCIETY’: PUNJAB AND HARYANA HIGH COURT
SANJEEV SIROHI

The Supreme Court in the 
case Syed Waseem Rizwi 
v. ECI And Anr observed 
and has asked the Election 
Commission of India for fill-
ing its response in a writ pe-
tition which sought for ban 
of political parties which use 
names and symbols with re-
ligious connotations.

In the present case, the 
plea filled also seeks the 
strict enforcement of certain 
provisions of the Represen-
tation of People’s Act, 1951 
which prohibits luring of 
voters and promoting feel-
ings of enmity and hatred 
on the ground of religion 
between different classes of 
citizens.

The bench comprising of 
Justice MR Shah and Justice 
Hima Kohli observed and 
has proceeded for posting 

the matter to November 25, 
while stating that this plea 
is quite important.

It was observed that the 
counsel appearing for the 
ECI requested the Court to 
adjourn the hearing, while 
assuring that the present 
petition is not being treated 
as an adversarial litigation.

The counsel stated, Kindly 
grant us time to file counter, 
We are not treating it as ad-
versarial litigation…We got 
to know of notice only last 
week. We want to see their 
suggestions.

Adding to this, the bench 
stated that the ECI should 
give suggestions apart from 
the petitioner

You should suggest, You 
are ECI

The court observed that 
during the hearing, a state-
recognized political party 
from Kerala named Demo-

cratic Social Justice Party 
sought to intervene and 
assist the court in the mat-
ter and the same was enter-
tained by the court.

ECI is there for assisting 
During the previous 

course of hearing, which 
relief have been sought 
against the political parties 
to be impleaded in the mat-
ter.

The counsel appearing 
for the ECI requested the 
bench for more time to file 
the counter, i.e., beyond the 
time granted by the Court. 
Thus, the court took the 
same as an opportunity for 
reminding the counsel how 
the ECI is an agency which 
is strictly time-bound. 

However, the bench que-
ried in jest stated that Do 
you give more time for fil-
ing nominations? ECI is 
time-bound, You conduct 

elections.
A notice has been issued 

by the bench in the month 
of September.

The court observed that 
the counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Senior Advocate 
Gaurav Bhatia appearing 
for the petitioner observed 
and has submitted that 
two parties which are rec-
ognised state parties have 
the word “Muslim” in their 
name. The court stated that 
some parties have crescent 
moon and stars in their of-
ficial flags. It was stated was 
him that the petition listed 
several other parties which 
have religious names. The 
court also placed reliance 
on the Supreme Court 
bench judgment of S. R. 
Bommai vs Union of India 
and has submitted that this 
court that Secularism is part 
of the basic feature.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Seeking ECI 
Response On Plea To Ban Political 
Parties With Religious Names & 
Symbols; ‘Important Issue’
TDG NETWORK 
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The Supreme Court in the case Maringmei 
Acham vs M Maringmei Khuripou observed 
and has stated that the impleadment of legal 
representative(s) by an Appellate Court in 
an appeal from an interlocutory order will 
ensure towards the proceedings in the suit 
itself.
In the present case, an injunction suit has 
been filed by the plaintiff. The Trial Court 
dismissed his application seeking interim 
injunction. Thus, during the appeal, the 
plaintiff died and the Appellate Court al-
lowed the application to bring on record the 
legal representative. Previously, the High 
Court in the impugned order, held that the 
suit was abated as a result of the death of the 
only plaintiff and the same is unsettled by 
bringing the legal representatives on record 
in the suit within time.
In an appeal, the bench comprising of Jus-
tice KM Joseph and Justice Hrishikesh Roy 
observed and has took note of the following 
observations made in the case Rangubai 
Kom Shankar Jagtap vs Sunderabai Bhratar 
Sakharam Jedhe.
The court observed that an appeal was filed 
against an interlocutory order made in a 
suit. The defendant died while the appeal 

was pending and his legal representatives 
were brought on record. Thus, the appeal 
was dismissed. The appeal made being a 
continuation or a stage of the suit, the order 
bringing the legal representatives on record 
would enure for the subsequent stages of the 
suit. The same would be in the appeal the 
trial court’s order was confirmed, reversed, 
or modified.
Therefore, the court stated that the the fact 
that in the suit, the legal representative was 
not substituted and the same would not 
result in abatement having regard to the 
declaration of the law which is made in this 
judgment.
While disposing of the appeal, the bench ob-
served that the legal representative has been 
brought on record in appeal though from an 
interlocutory order, such impleadment will 
ensure towards the proceedings in the suit 
itself. Further, the court make it clear that 
the failure to get the appellant impleaded 
in the suit itself would not be fatal to the 
continued prosecution of the suit. Thus, the 
suit must be proceeded with and it cannot 
be extinguished by virtue of the abatement 
which the High Court attributes on account 
of the death of the sole plaintiff and is non 
impleadment in the suit filled of his legal 
representative.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: IMPLEADMENT 
OF LRS IN APPEAL FROM 
AN INTERLOCUTORY ORDER 
WILL ENSURE TOWARDS SUIT 
PROCEEDING ITSELF

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Mo-
hammed Sadiq vs Deepak Manglani 
observed while upholding an evic-
tion order passed on the ground of 
bonafide requirement or need, the 
court stated that there is no bar for 
someone who is pursuing higher 
studies for starting the business.

In the present case, an eviction is 
sought by the landlord of the tenant 
on two grounds: firstly, the wilful 
default in payment of rent and sec-
ondly, the bona fide requirement of 
the premises for the landlord’s own 
use. Thus, the applicable law was 
Andhra Pradesh Buildings (Lease, 
Rent and Eviction) Control Act, 1960.

The bench observed that the Rent 
Control Appellate Authority passed 

an eviction order. The Andhra 
Pradesh High Court set aside the 
said order while observing that the 
eldest son of the Landlord was still 

pursuing studies and therefore the 
requirement of the land lord was not 
bona fide.

The bench comprising of Justice S. 

Abdul Nazeer and Justice V. Rama-
subramanian observed that there is 
no bar for someone who is pursuing 
higher studies for starting a business. 
It was observed that the High Court 
for a moment did not realize that it 
was dealing with a revision, where 
its jurisdiction was limited. Further, 
the court noted that the Appellate 
Authority had found that the land-
lord was carrying on business and 
that he had children for whom he 
wanted to set-up a business.

Accordingly, the bench restored 
the eviction order passed by the 
Rent Control Authority and the or-
der passed by the High Court is set 
aside. Moreover, the tenant is given 
a time of six months to vacate the 
property and handover the vacant 
possession.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Upholding Eviction Of Tenant 
For ‘Bonafide Requirement’ Of Landlord; 
‘There’s No Bar For Someone Who Is Pursuing 
Higher Studies, To Start Business’
TDG NETWORK 

 The Minister of Civil Avia-
tion, Shri Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia inaugurated a direct 
flight route from Mumbai to 
Gwalior today.

The operation of this new 
route will enhance connec-
tivity and promote trade, 
commerce, and tourism 
between these cities. The 
flights will operate under 
the following schedule:

In his inaugural address, 
Minister of Civil Aviation, 
Jyotiraditya M. Scindia said 
that the launch of air connec-
tivity between the economic 
capital of India, Mumbai, 
and Gwalior, a storehouse 
of history & culture, is a big 
step towards the Prime Min-
ister’s vision of connecting 
every corner of the country 
through air services.

Minister further empha-
sized the growing potential 

of Gwalior as a hub for in-
dustrialisation, and that the 
new air route will provide a 
time-saving travel option to 
citizens and promote new 
opportunities for employ-
ment and entrepreneurship.

On this occasion, Union 
Agriculture Minister Na-
rendra Singh Tomar said 

that efforts of Union Civil 
Aviation Minister Jyotirad-
itya Scindia have led to in-
crease in civil aviation facili-
ties in the country. He said 
that under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, number of airports 
in the country is increasing 
and work of modernisation 
of  existing airports is being 
taken up. Tomar said that 
Gwalior airport is also be-
ing constructed in a new way 
which is an achievement for 

all of us.
He said that start of these 

new flights between Gwalior 
and Mumbai will give an im-
petus to Gwalior’s develop-
ment and business relations 
between the two cities.

The inauguration was also 
graced by Pradhuman Singh 
Tomar, Minister of Energy, 
Govt. of MP, Tulsi Silawat, 
Minister of Water Resources, 
Govt. of MP, Bharat Singh 
Kushwah, Minister of State 
for Horticulture and Food 

Processing, Govt. of MP, 
Vivek Narayan Shejwalkar, 
MP Lok Sabha, Gopal Chi-
nayya Shetty, MP Lok Sabha, 
Arvind Ganpat Sawant, MP 
Lok Sabha. In addition, Ra-
jiv Bansal, Secretary, Min-
istry of Civil Aviation, R. K. 
Singh, Principal Advisor to 
Managing Director, IndiGo, 
and other dignitaries from 
MoCA, IndiGo, and local 
administration from Mum-
bai and Gwalior were also 
present.

AVIATION

AVIATION MINISTER SCINDIA INAUGURATES 
GWALIOR-MUMBAI-GWALIOR FLIGHT
TDG NETWORK 

The strategy for the fu-
ture must be to priori-
tise sustainable and 

energy-efficient infrastruc-
ture to advance the pace of 
development. Socially and 
environmentally responsible 
development is a core tenet 
of the honourable Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
vision, said Shri Hardeep 
S Puri, Minister of Housing 
& Urban Affairs and Minis-
ter of Petroleum & Natural 
Gas at the 63rd Founda-
tion Day of NBCC (India) 
Limited, a Navratna CPSE 
under Ministry of Housing 
& Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 
Commending the NBCC for 
developing projects based 
on sustainable technologies 
and green building norms 
to reduce its overall carbon 
footprint, the Minister said 
that looking forward to the 
honourable Prime Minister’s 
vision of India@100 in this 
Amrit Kaal of India’s devel-
opment, it is imperative that 
organisations such as NBCC 
adopt the latest construction 
standards to create sustain-
able and inclusive infrastruc-
ture.

Founded in 1960 as a Govt. 
of India Civil Engineering 

Enterprise, NBCC with its 
Headquarter in Delhi, today, 
celebrated its 63rd Founda-
tion Day. Shri Manoj Joshi, 
Secretary, MoHUA, and 
other senior officials from 

MoHUA and NBCC were 
present at the event.

NBCC has emerged as the 
undisputed leader in the 
Construction Sector on the 
back of its capabilities, in-

novative approach, adher-
ence to highest standard of 
quality, timely delivery and 
a dedicated workforce. It has 
successfully executed proj-
ects both in India and other 

countries, and has achieved 
the status of a Navratna Cen-
tral Public Sector Enterprise 
(CPSE).

Complimenting the  NBCC 
for unfaltering upward 

growth witnessed by it in 
the financial year 2021-22, 
despite the uncertainties 
caused by the pandemic, Shri 
Hardeep S Puri said that the 
company has not only dem-

onstrated a commitment to 
rethinking and innovating 
business strategies, but 
also securing and delivering 
major projects. He urged the 
team at NBCC to pursue this 
more vigorously, and look to 
capture even more marquee 
infrastructure projects as the 
global construction industry 
rebounds after the pandemic.

During the event, the Min-
ister applauded the engage-
ment of NBCC in several 
important infrastructure 
projects – be it the develop-
ment of Delhi’s first ‘World 
Trade Centre’ or the redevel-
opment of the iconic Pragati 
Maidan into a world-class 

‘Exhibition-Cum-Convention 
Centre’. He further said that 
NBCC has also made a name 
for itself as a trusted partner 
of the government to resolve 
difficult projects such as the 
stalled Amrapali project in 
Noida.

NBCC has already com-
pleted 3500 units, and is on 
track to deliver all the flats 
by 2024, added the Minister.

The Minister noted that 
NBCC is increasing its foot-
prints in foreign markets 
and exploring business in 
various countries such as 
Saudi Arabia, Malaysia and 
Seychelles. He lauded the 

company for the quality of 
development, ingenuity of 
design, and timely delivery 
of its recent international 
projects, such as the In-
dian Pavilion at Expo 2020 
Dubai; the Institute of Secu-
rity and Law Enforcement 
Studies at Addu City, Mal-
dives; the Supreme Court 
building in Mauritius; and 
the Mahatma Gandhi Con-
vention Centre at Niger. He 
expressed confidence that its 
current portfolio of overseas 
projects in Maldives, Mauri-
tius and Seychelles will also 
be equally well-received.

Having laid the founda-
tions for broad-based growth 
through a series of measures 
such as financial inclusion of 
the poor, formalisation of a 
large percentage of the work-
force, and leveraging the 
JAM architecture to ensure 
direct benefits, the govern-
ment has ensured that India 
is all set for a high-growth 
spurt.  In this background, 
the Minister said that there 
will be massive investments 
in the construction sec-
tor. He urged the NBCC to 
equip itself to maximise its 
opportunities by building 
the appropriate capacities, 
and bidding and winning 
contracts on its own merits.

CONSTRUCTION 

NBCC EMERGED AS TRUSTED PARTNER OF GOVERNMENT 
TO RESOLVE STALLED PROJECTS : HARDEEP PURI
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From 8-13 November, China 
held its premier aerospace 
and defense show at Zhuhai 
International Airport in this 
southern port city. Foreign-
ers were not invited, and 
there was a palpable air of 
tension due to the possibil-
ity of a snap lockdown as 
China attempts to eliminate 
COVID-19.

Nonetheless, as with pre-
vious editions of the bien-
nial show, there were a great 
number of new platforms 
and important revelations 
emanating from Airshow 
China 2022. Of course, there 
was a typically bewildering 
array of weapons, vehicles, 
helicopters and aircraft as 
Chinese industry seeks to 
meet the needs of the rap-
idly modernizing People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA), and 
to capture lucrative export 
markets. Indeed, just about 
all of the weapons and plat-
forms currently used by the 
PLA are available for export 
now. China State Shipbuild-
ing Corporation (CSSC), for 
example, was promoting its 

export-version Type 052DE 
destroyer. This is the first 
time this advanced warship 
has been marketed in the in-
ternational arena.

A Type 052DE brochure 
listed a length of approxi-
mately 159m and displace-
ment of 6,800t for the 
destroyer. It has a cruis-
ing speed of 16 knots over 
a range of 4,000 nautical 
miles, or a maximum speed 
of 28 knots. 

CSSC listed typical sen-
sors and weapon systems, 
though “the main subsys-
tems or equipment could 
be selected according 
to the user›s demands”. 

Such statements, highlight-
ing China’s accommodation 
of diverse customer require-
ments, are very important. 
Indeed, it was a recurrent 
theme at Airshow China 
2022, as Beijing seeks to 
corner more and more of the 
global arms trade.

Remember too that Rus-
sia is embroiled in a bitter 
war with Ukraine, with vast 
amounts of vehicles, aircraft, 
helicopters, small arms and 
munitions expended or 
lost. Given the seriousness 
of its losses, and the impact 
of Western-led sanctions, 
Moscow›s supply chain has 
been severely disrupted.

The European Union 
on Monday formally 
launched talks with 
Pakistan on migration, 
including smuggling and 
readmission, the EU del-
egation to Pakistan said. 
EU Home Affairs Com-
missioner Ylva Johans-
son traveled to Islam-
abad over the weekend 
to spearhead efforts 
to end, due to security 
concerns, unchecked 
migration to the EU. “In 
a first, the European 
Union and Pakistan 
agreed to launch a comprehensive dialogue on migra-
tion and mobility,” the EU delegation said in a statement. 
During the meeting, Johansson raised “irregular migra-
tion and migrant smuggling, and continued enhanced 
cooperation on return, readmission and reintegration.” 
Tens of thousands of illegal migrants try to reach the Euro-
pean Union from Pakistan every year through Turkey and 
Iran, according to Pakistani estimates. Many of them are Af-
ghans, as Pakistan is hosting three million Afghans, including 
1.3 million refugees that fled the country after the US troop 
withdrawal. 
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global problems

At first R20 summit, 
Haji Chishty highlights 
importance of  
inter-religious dialogue

At the first Religion Forum (R20) which has been introduced 
under Indonesia’s G20 Summit Presidency and was held in 
Indonesia recently, Haji Syed Salman Chishty, Gaddi Nashin 
- Dargah Ajmer Sharif, Chairman of Chishty Foundation and 
General Secretary of AIUMB represented Ajmer Sharif.

A permanent secretariat of the G20 Religion Forum R20 has 
been established in Jakarta by Indonesia largest Islamic Spiritual 
and Educational Organization - The Nahdtal Ulema with over 100 
million active members and followers in Indonesia. The largest 
organization of Ulema and Ma’shaikh in India, represented Ajmer 
Sharif at the forum on the personal invitation of the Chairman of 
the Central Board of Nahdlatul Ulama (PBNU) KH Yahya Cholil 
Staquf (Gus Yahya) to share the views during the R20 Summit.

At the summit, Haji Syed Salman Chishty highlighted the im-
portance of inter religious dialogue to address global problems, 
including “extremism, radicalization and violence in the name 
of faith and religion when the essence of faith and religious prac-
tices are mercy, unconditional Love, compassion, serving all with 
care and gratitude,” according to the press released by Chishty 
Foundation. 

In his address, Haji Chishty praised the “visionary leadership” of 
Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo and “examplary guidance” of 
Nahdtal Ulema Spiritual leadership for “maneuvering the largest 
Muslim populated nation in the world as an example for global 
communities and nations to learn from the great celebration of 
Unity in Diversity” and educating the people to be respectful to-
wards each other and following the moderate progressive path 
in issues related to state and religion. KH Yahya Cholil Staquf 
(Gus Yahya) received two awards at the R20 Forum International 
Summit of Religious Leaders 2022.

Former Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan has said 
that he wants the United 
States to have a “dignified 
relationship” with Pakistan 
similar to what it shares with 
India. In a recent interview 
with UK-based publication 
Financial Times, Khan stated 
that India has a “very digni-
fied” relationship with the 
US.

“I basically want a digni-
fied relationship with the 
US like India. India has a 
very dignified relationship 
with the US,” the former 
cricketer told Financial Times 
in an interview last week. 
The recent remarks come 
in the wake of Khan’s claims 
that the US had conspired 
to remove him as prime 
minister a few months ago. 
Citing India’s decision to im-

port Russian oil despite the 
ongoing war, 

Khan said that India says 
“no” to the US and takes 
priority for its people. He 
said that Pakistan wants 
to be partners with the US 
but there must be occasions 
where they “should be al-
lowed to say no. 

Terming the ties between 

Islamabad and Washington 
as akin to one of a “mas-
ter-servant”, the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief 
claimed that Pakistan had 
been used like a “hired gun” 
and blamed the previous 
governments for it.

“Our relationship with the 
US has been as of a master-
servant relationship, or a 

master-slave relationship, 
and we’ve been used like 
a hired gun. But for that 
I blame my own govern-
ments more than the US,” 
Financial Times quoted 
Imran Khan as saying. 
While referring to alleged 
“conspiracy” regarding his 
ouster from power, Imran 
Khan said that “its over.” 

He said that US could not 
have been successful in 
their desires without people 
in Pakistan who “actively” 
participated in it.

“As far as I’m concerned, 
its over, its behind me. But, 
whatever the US desires 
could not have happened 
without people here who 
actively took part in the 
conspiracy to get rid of me,” 
Imran Khan told Financial 
Times.

Notably, Imran Khan was 
removed from office through 
a vote of no-confidence by 

the then-opposition in April 
this year. He has often ac-
cused the US and the then-
opposition for his ouster.

The allegations made by 
PTI chief have been denied 
by Washington. In the inter-
view with Financial Times, 
Imran Khan also termed as 
“embarrassing” his visit to 
Moscow a day before Rus-
sia launched an offensive in 
Ukraine.

It is pertinent to mention 
here that Imran Khan is 
leading an anti-government 
march in Pakistan with 
convoys from different cit-
ies heading towards Islam-
abad, Geo News reported. 
He has been demanding a 
date for general elections 
in Pakistan in due time. 
The PTI march has resumed 
after it was halted last week 
when Imran Khan was tar-
geted in an assassination at-
tempt in Wazirabad. 

INTerVIeW To FT

WaNT same dIgNIFIed TIes For pak 
ThaT U.s. has WITh INdIa, says ImraN
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Imran Khan

The world’s population is 
projected to reach 8 billion 
people on Tuesday, accord-
ing to the UN estimates, 
which consider this a mile-
stone in human develop-
ment.

The latest projections by 
the United Nations suggest 
that the global population 
could grow to around 8.5 
billion in 2030, 9.7 billion 
in 2050 and 10.4 billion in 
2100. The annual World 
Population Prospect report, 
released on Monday to co-
incide with World Popula-
tion Day, also notes that the 
global population is growing 
at its slowest rate since 1950, 
having fallen to less that one 
per cent in 2020.

While it took the global 
population 12 years to grow 
from 7 to 8 billion, it will 

take approximately 15 years-
-until 2037-- for it to reach 9 
billion, a sign that the over-
all growth rate of the global 
population is slowing.

In 2022, the two most 
populous regions were both 
in Asia: Eastern and South-
Eastern Asia with 2.3 bil-
lion people and Central and 
Southern Asia with 2.1 bil-
lion. China and India, with 
more than 1.4 billion each, 
accounted for most of the 
population in these two re-
gions.

More than half of the pro-
jected increase in global 
population up to 2050 will 
be concentrated in just eight 
countries: Congo, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, India, Nigeria, 
Pakistan, the Philippines 
and Tanzania. Disparate 
growth rates among the 
world’s largest countries will 
re-order their ranking by 
size.

UN esTImaTes

World popUlaTIoN 
hITs 8 bIllIoN people

Ylva Johansson

repaTrIaTIoN

EU opens talks 
with Pakistan on 
migrant smuggling

meeT WITh JUdges

aFghaN leader orders eNForcemeNT oF IslamIc laW

Amid the growing concern 
over the human rights situa-
tion in Afghanistan, Taliban 
supreme leader Mawlawi 
Hebatullah Akhundzada, 
has ordered judges to fully 
implement Islamic law. 
Taliban spokesperson Zabi-
hullah Mujahid said the 
command from Haibatullah 
Akhundzada came after the 
leader met with a group of 
judges. “Alaiqadar Amirul 
Momineen in a meeting of 
judges: Investigate the cases of 
thieves, kidnappers and sedi-
tionists. Those cases that have 
met all the Shariah conditions 
of limitation and retribution, 
you are obliged to issue the 
limitation and retribution, 
because this is the order of the 
Sharia and my order and it is 
obligatory to act,” Zabihullah 
Mujahid tweeted on Sunday. 
A Taliban spokesperson 
said the order of the leader 
of the Islamic Emirate will 
be implemented through-
out the country. “Those who 
are involved in murder, kid-

napping and theft must be 
punished for their actions,” 
Taliban spokesperson Yousef 
Ahmadi told TOLOnews. 
The Afghan news agency said 
this is the first time the Taliban 
leader issued a formal order 
to fully implement all aspects 
of Islamic law throughout 
the country since the Is-
lamic group came to power. 
The Taliban took over Af-
ghanistan in August 2021 
and imposed policies severely 
restricting basic rights--par-
ticularly those of women and 
girls, according to Human 
Rights Watch (HRW). 

The Taliban have dismissed 
all women from leadership 
posts in the civil service 
and prohibited girls in most 
provinces from attending 
secondary school. Taliban 
decrees prohibit women 
from traveling unless ac-
companied by a male relative 
and require women’s faces be 
covered in public--including 
women TV newscasters. 
The Taliban have censored 
broad, limiting critical report-
ing, and detained and beaten 
journalists.

Under Xi Jinping, Chinese industry seeks to meet the needs of 
the rapidly modernizing People’s Liberation Army.

Shireen Abu Akleh

NeW reVelaTIoNs ‘shoT by IsraelIs’

China seeks to carve out greater 
share of global arms market

FbI laUNches probe INTo 
kIllINg oF palesTINIaN 
JoUrNalIsT IN WesT baNk

The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) has 
launched an investiga-
tion into the death of 
Palestinian American 
journalist Shireen Abu 
Akleh in the West Bank, 
Axios reported on Mon-
day, citing five sources, 
including four Israeli 
officials.

Abu Akleh was shot 
in May this year and 
killed while reporting 
on an Israeli raid in the 
West Bank. Witnesses 
said that Israeli soldiers shot the journalist, who was wearing 
a vest identifying her as press . During her funeral procession, 
Israeli police beat the mourners with batons. The sources 
confirmed that the US Department of Justice has notified the 
Israeli Justice Ministry about the decision, which could lead 
to a US request to investigate the Israeli soldiers who were 
involved in the operation, the report said.
In July, the Biden administration said that Abu Ak-
leh was likely killed unintentionally by Israe-
li fire, while the ballistic test was inconclusive. 
Both Palestinian officials and the journalist’s family members 
have accused the Israeli military of intentionally targeting her. 
Earlier in August, the Biden administration reportedly pressed 
Israel to reassess its “rules of engagement” for military opera-
tions in the West Bank following the killing of Abu Akleh.

top of the day

pak pm shehbaz 
sharIF TesTs 
posITIVe For 
coVId-19
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif tested positive 
for Covid-19, Informa-
tion Minister Marriyum 
Aurangzeb wrote on 
Twitter on Tuesday. “Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
has become corona posi-
tive. He was unwell for two 
days. The corona test was 
done today on the advice of 
the doctor. The public and 
the workers are requested 
to pray for the speedy 
recovery of the Prime 
Minister,” Aurangzeb said 
in a tweet. This is the third 
time he has tested with 
Covid positive. Previously, 
in January this year and in 
June 2020 also Pakistan 
PM tested positive for 
Covid-19. PML-N presi-
dent, a cancer survivor, 
had last tested positive for 
Covid-19 in January 2022. 

earThqUake oF 
magNITUde 4.2 
JolTs Nepal
KATHMANDU: An earth-
quake of magnitude 4.2 
jolted Nepal on Tuesday. 
The quake occurred 
around Babala of Accham 
district in Western Nepal 
at 18:08 (local time), the 
National Earthquake Mon-
itoring & Research Center 
(NEMRC), Nepal said in a 
tweet. “An earthquake of 
Ml 4.2 occured around Ba-
bala of Accham district at 
18:08. SC/NEMRC/DMG,” 
NEMRC tweeted. Earlier 
this week, an earthquake 
of magnitude 6.3 rocked 
the Himalayan state. The 
epicentre was at a depth 
of 10 kilometres below 
the earth’s surface. The 
tremors were also felt in 
the national capital, New 
Delhi, and its surrounding 
areas. According to NCS, 
the earthquake occurred 
155km NE of Kathmandu, 
at a depth of 100 km. In 
2015, a high-intensity 
earthquake of magnitude 
7.8 on the Richter scale 
struck central Nepal, 
killing 8,964 people and 
injuring 22,000 people.

remITTaNces 
From oVerseas 
pakIsTaNIs drop
ISLAMABAD: Amid the 
widening exchange 
rate gap in the country, 
overseas Pakistanis sent 
home USD 2.2 billion in 
the month of October, a 
decrease of 9.1 per cent 
from the preceding month.

“In Oct 2022, workers’ 
remittances recorded an 
inflow of USD 2.2 billion 
indicating a 9 per cent 
decrease over last month,” 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) said in a tweet, 
last week. The workers’ 
remittances recorded an 
inflow of USD 2.2 billion 
in October as compared 
to the previous month’s 
figure of USD 2.4 billion, 
the central bank said in 
its official data last Friday. 
With a cumulative inflow 
of USD 9.9 billion during 
the July-October period in 
the fiscal year of 2023, the 
remittances decreased by 
8.6 per cent as compared 
to the same period last 
year, the figures showed. 
Last month, the remit-
tances mainly came from 
Saudi Arabia with USD 
570.5 million, the UAE with 
USD 427 million, Britain 
with USD 278.8 million, 
and the US with USD 253.1 
million, according to the 
bank.
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The European Union (EU) has condemned 
the additional restrictions by the Taliban on 
women’s freedom of movement, including 
the newly announced rules barring women 
from entering public parks and gyms.

“These restrictions come in addition to the 
already severe violations by the Taliban of the 
rights of Afghan women and girls - in con-
tradiction to Taliban’s own initial promises. 
Afghan women and girls remain deprived 
of secondary education, face restrictions in 
their travel and movement, and are excluded 
from most aspects of public and economic 
life,” the 27-member bloc said in a statement 
on Monday. The EU called on the Taliban 
to honour obligations under international 
law, in particular human rights, refugee and 
humanitarian law, and to ensure respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of 
all the Afghan population.

Since the return of the Taliban to Kabul in 
August 2021, the Taliban’s systematic attacks 
on the rights of women and girls and the use 
of violence, including torture and enforced 

disappearances, have created a culture of fear 
in Afghan society.

In its latest order, the Taliban’s notorious 
Ministry of Virtue and Vice stopped women 
from attending parks in Kabul, TOLO news 
reported. According to the Afghan news 
agency, this restriction has been placed on 
women due to non-hijab observance.

Rights groups have called on the Taliban 
to reverse its recent decision to stop women 
from visiting public parks in Kabul.

“Afghanistan: The Taliban banning women 
from public parks in Kabul according to me-
dia reports is yet another blow to women’s 
rights in the country. Any such decision by 
the Taliban must be reversed immediately as 
women’s rights under the Taliban have been 
systematically under attack,” Amnesty said 
in a statement posted on Twitter.

With the Taliban back in power, women 
have been barred from exercising their basic 
rights such as freedom of movement, right to 
education and political participation.

In the statement, Amnesty said that the 
Taliban also decimated institutions designed 
to address cases of domestic violence against 
women under the former government.

eUropeaN UNIoN coNdemNs TalIbaN baN  
oN WomeN From pUblIc parks aNd gyms 
TDG NETWORK
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The European Union (EU) 
has imposed additional 
sanctions on Iran, targeting 
29 individuals and three orga-
nizations over the use of force 
against those protesting over 
the death of Mahsa Amini.

“The EU strongly con-
demns the unacceptable 
violent crackdown of pro-
testers. We stand with the 
Iranian people and support 
their right to protest peace-
fully and voice their demands 
and views freely. We are today 
imposing additional sanc-
tions on those responsible 
for the suppression of the Ira-
nian protestors,” UN foreign 
policy chief Josep Borrell said. 

The death of the 22-year-old 
Iranian woman made head-
lines in October and triggered 
fierce protests across Iran, 
killing scores of people. The 
measures imposed today 
consist of a travel ban and 
an asset freeze. In addition, 
EU citizens and companies 
are forbidden from making 
funds available to the listed 
individuals and entities.

The Iran human rights 
sanctions also include a ban 
on exports to Iran of equip-
ment that might be used 
against protestors. The list 
of those subject to EU restric-
tive measures in the context 
of the existing Iran human 
rights sanctions regime now 
comprises a total of 126 indi-
viduals and 11 entities.

The EU had already issued 
sanctions against those be-
lieved to be responsible for 
Amini’s death: Iran’s Moral-
ity Police and two of its key 
figures, Mohammad Rostami 
and Hajahmad Mirzaei.

EU announced fresh sanc-
tions, which include travel 
bans and asset freezes on 29 
Iranian individuals and three 
entities. The list includes the 
four members of the squad 
that arbitrarily arrested 
Amini, the provincial heads 
of the Iranian Law Enforce-
ment Forces (LEF) and of 
the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps (IRGC), as 
well as Brigadier General 
Kiyumars Heidari, the com-
mander of the Iranian Army’s 
Ground Forces.

Use of force

EU imposes new sanctions on 
Iran over protest crackdown
tdg network
Brussels

Forty  US states  have 
reached a nearly USD 400 
million settlement with 
Google over misleading of 
consumers about the tech 
company’s location tracking 
practices, the office of Mich-
igan Attorney General Dana 
Nessel said on Monday.

“ Mi ch i g a n  At t o r n e y 
General Dana Nessel an-
nounced that Michigan, 
along with 39 other attor-
neys general, has reached 
a USD 391.5 million multi-

state settlement with Google 
over its location tracking 
practices relating to Google 
Account settings. This is the 
largest multistate Attorney 
General privacy settlement 
in the history of the US,” 
Nessel’s office said in a state-
ment. Nessel said Google 
makes the majority of its 
revenue from using the 
personal data of those who 
search in its browsers and 
use its apps.

“The company’s online 
reach enables it to target 
consumers without the 
consumer’s knowledge or 

permission. However, the 
transparency requirements 
of this settlement will en-
sure that Google not only 
makes users aware of how 
their location data is be-
ing used, but also how to 
change their account set-
tings if they wish to disable 
location-related account 
settings, delete the data col-
lected and set data retention 
limits,” she added.

In the past few years, 
Google, Amazon, and oth-
ers US tech giants have 
faced strict rules in a num-
ber of countries globally. 

Some of them have been 
subjected to hefty fines over 
privacy violations.

The group of attorneys 
general launched an inves-
tigation into Google follow-
ing a 2018 report revealing 
that the company continued 
tracking users’ locations 
even if they seemingly chose 
to turn off the feature.

The probe found that 
Google had violated state 
consumer protection laws 
by misleading consumers 
about their location track-
ing practices since at least 
2014.

settlement amoUnt 

Google to pay nearly $400 million 
in location tracking case
tdg network
Washington

Economic losses from 
drought, floods and landslides 
have rocketed in Asia, caus-
ing total damage of USD 35.6 
billion, affecting nearly 50 
million people, according to 
a new report from the World 
Meteorological Organization 
(WMO).

Last year, China lost USD 
18.4 billion due to extreme 
weather conditions, the high-
est economic losses faced in 
Asia, followed by India’s USD 
3.2 billion. “In 2021, flooding 

caused the highest economic 
losses in China (USD 18.4 bil-
lion), followed by India (USD 
3.2 billion), and Thailand 
(USD 0.6 billion). Storms also 
caused significant economic 
damage, especially in India 
(USD 4.4 billion), China (USD 
3.0 billion), and Japan (USD 
2 billion),” the WMO said in 
a report titled the State of the 
Climate in Asia 2021.

The report highlighted how 
climate change impacts are 
wreaking an ever-increasing 
human, financial and envi-
ronmental toll, worsening 
food insecurity and poverty 

and holding back sustainable 
development. The report also 
painted a worrying scenario 
for future water stress. High 
Mountain Asia, including the 
Himalayas and the Tibetan 
Plateau, contains the largest 
volume of ice outside of the 
polar region, with approxi-
mately an area of 100,000 
km2 of glacier coverage. Ac-
cording to the report, the rate 
of glacier retreat is accelerat-
ing and many glaciers suf-
fered from intense mass losses 
as the result of exceptionally 
warm and dry conditions in 
2021. These so-called water 

towers of the world are vital 
for freshwater supplies for the 
most densely populated part 
of the planet and so glacier re-
treat has major implications 
for future generations.

Water-related extremes are 
the most important hazard in 
Asia, according to WMO.

“The climate indicators and 
extreme events shown this 
report and expected increase 
in precipitation over much of 
Asia in the future shows just 
how vital it is to strengthen 
early warning systems,” said 
WMO Secretary-General 
Prof. Petteri Taalas. 

In report

chIna lost $18 bIllIon In 2021 dUe to 
extreme weather: Un report
tdg network
sharm-el-sheikh

In response to a question 
regarding Washington’s 
financial aid to Pakistan 

for F-16 fighter jets, the US 
State Department Spokes-
person Zed Tarar said that it 
was part of the contract be-
tween the two nations and 
does not represent monetary 
assistance.

Speaking in Bali, Tarar 
stressed that the fighter air-
craft were three decades old 
and its spare parts were part 
of the old agreement. “It’s not 
monetary help. These are 
30-year-old aircraft and the 
spare parts were in the same 

contract,” Zed Tarar said.
The statement of US State 

Department comes as Wash-
ington has approved the for-
eign military sale of F-16 case 
for sustainment and related 

equipment worth $450 mil-
lion to Pakistan. Earlier in 
September, the US Defence 
Security Cooperation Agency 
(DSCA) in a statement said 
that Pakistan government 

had made the request to 
consolidate prior F-16 sus-
tainment and support cases 
to support the Pakistan Air 
Force F-16 aircraft.

“The State Department has 
made a determination ap-
proving a possible Foreign 
Military Sale to the Govern-
ment of Pakistan of F-16 Case 
for Sustainment and related 
equipment for an estimated 
cost of $450 million,” US De-
fence Security Cooperation 
Agency said in a statement.

It added, “The Government 
of Pakistan has requested to 
consolidate prior F-16 sus-
tainment and support cases 
to support the Pakistan Air 
Force F-16 fleet by reducing 

duplicate case activities and 
adding additional continued 
support elements.”

In the statement, US De-
fence Security Cooperation 
Agency noted that the pro-
posed sale will support the 
foreign policy and national 
security aim of the United 
States by allowing Pakistan 
to retain interoperability with 
Washington and partner 
forces in counterterrorism 
efforts.

Citing US President Joe 
Biden’s statement, Zed Tarar 
asserted that US will give a 
response to terrorism. Speak-
ing to ANI, Tarar said, “As for 
terrorism, US keeps a close 
eye on terrorism.” 

‘part of the contract’

It’s not monetary help, says U.s. on 
aId to pakIstan for f-16 fIghter jets
tdg network
Bali  

washington has approved the foreign military sale of F-16 for sus-
tainment and related equipment worth $450 million to Pakistan.
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Artists came 
to perform the 
Bharatnatyam 

feeding the 
Siberian 

migratory 
birds while 

sitting on the 
boat at a Ghat, 
in Varanasi on 

Tuesday. ANI

tradition

#world polpulation

world population reaches 
8 Billion, netizens reacts
In a milestone for 
humanity, the global 
population hit 8 billion 
on Tuesday after having 
added a billion people 
in the last 12 years, with 
India on the cusp of 
overtaking China as the 
world’s most populous 
country next year.

The United Nations 
said the global mile-
stone signals major 
improvements in public 
health that have lowered 
the risk of death and increased life expectancy but 
the moment is also a clarion call for humanity to look 
beyond the numbers and meet its shared responsibility 
to protect people and the planet, starting with the most 
vulnerable. 

“8 billion hopes. 8 billion dreams. 8 billion possibilities. 
Our planet is now home to 8 billion people,” the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) tweeted.

“As we become 8 Billion Strong, @DieneKeita explains 
how a world of 8 billion is a global success story. To-
gether we can build a world that allows 8 billion of us to 
thrive,” it said in another tweet.

Amidst this announcement, people on social media 
have reacted in many ways.

“8 Billion people and you telling me not one of us have 
super powers? Earth tanked,” a netizen tweeted. Another 
user said, “8 Billion’s of people and I’m still alone.”

Thank you #India 
Prime Minister @
narendramodi for 
your collaboration 
with @WHO on 
hosting and 
building the global 
traditional health 
centre. Together 
for #HealthForAll!

— Tedros AdhAnom Ghebreyesus

Brain-PiCKinG 

WHO Chief at the G20 Summit on Tuesday.
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new life

Alia Bhatt, who wel-
comed her daughter 
last week, has taken 

to Instagram to share her first 
post since she became a mom.

The actor shared a photo of 
her new coffee cup that bore 
the words “Mama.” Alia’s 
daughter was born on No-
vember 6.

She posted a blurry photo 
of herself holding a “Mama” 
mug with the caption, “It 
me.”

Fans have reacted to the 
post. One fan called her 
“Mama Bhatt,” while an-
other dropped the comment, 
“Praying for a beautiful jour-
ney ahead.”

The ‘Brahmastra’ couple 
Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Ka-

poor welcomed a baby girl 
around 12:05 pm on Novem-
ber 6.

Announncing the baby’s ar-
rival, Alia via an Instagram 
post said, “And in the best 
news of our lives:- Our baby 
is here...and what a magical 
girl she is. We are officially 
bursting with love - Blessed 
and obsessed PARENTS!!!! 

Love love love Alia and Ran-
bir.”

Alia has been frequently 
showering her fans with cute 
pictures from her pregnancy 
diary throughout her preg-
nancy.

The power couple an-
nounced their pregnancy in 
June of this year. The ‘Brah-
mastra’ couple tied the knot 

on April 14, 2022, after dating 
for years, at Ranbir’s Mum-
bai residence in an intimate 
ceremony.

Just two months after their 
marriage, the couple treated 
their fans to such a big sur-
prise.

On the work front, Alia was 
recently seen in the sci-fi ac-
tion film “Brahmastra: Part 
1: Shiva,” which gathered 
massive responses from the 
audience.

Helmed by Ayan Mukerji, 
the film also starred Ranbir 
Kapoor, Amitabh Bachchan, 
and Mouni Roy in the lead 
roles.

She will be next seen in di-
rector Karan Johar’s “Rocky 
Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani” 
alongside Ranveer Singh, 
Dharmendra, and Jaya Bach-
chan.

‘MaMa’ alia Bhatt shares first 
Photo sinCe dauGhter’s Birth

Alia Bhatt

Jeff Bezos

A simple ‘thank you’ among couples can go a long way
researCh

The findings of new research 
suggest that gratitude from 
one’s partner may be a pow-
erful tool for couples, as it in-
creases relationship satisfac-
tion and commitment while 
protecting couples from the 
corrosive effects of ineffec-
tive arguing and financial 
stress.

Individuals who feel ap-
preciated by their partners 
have better-functioning 
relationships that are more 
resilient to internal and 
external stressors, both in 
the moment when the ap-
preciation is expressed and 
over the long term, said re-
searcher Allen W. Barton, a 
professor of human develop-
ment and family studies at 
the University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign. Over 
a 15-month period, Barton’s 
team examined the effects 
that expressed gratitude—
conveying appreciation to 
one’s partner—and per-
ceived gratitude—feeling 
valued and appreciated by 
one’s partner—had on the 
relationships of 316 African 
American couples.

“This study was really mo-
tivated to understand grati-
tude in relationships and if 
it can protect couples from 
challenges and hardships, 
be it negative communica-
tion or broader factors like 
financial strain,” Barton 
said.

“Much of the prior re-
search looked at the relation-
al effects of expressing grati-
tude, but one could make 
the argument that feeling 
appreciated by one’s partner 

is important, too. And we 
tested both to see whether 
one was more influential for 
couple relationships than the 
other,” Barton said.

The majority of those in the 
study was middle-aged and 
lived in small communi-
ties in rural Georgia. While 
most of the participants were 
employed, about 65 percent 
of the couples had joint in-
comes that were less than 

150 percent of the federal 
poverty level and could be 
classified as working poor, 
Barton said.

The total number of chil-
dren residing with the par-
ticipants ranged from one to 
eight, averaging three. The 
married couples had been 
together for about 10 years 
while the unmarried cou-
ples had been cohabiting for 
nearly seven years when the 

study began.
Published in the Journal 

of Social and Personal Rela-
tionships, the current study 
builds on a 2015 study Bar-
ton led that examined the ef-
fects of financial distress on 
marital quality. That study, 
published in the journal 
Personal Relationships, con-
sidered only perceived grati-
tude and included predomi-
nantly white, middle-aged, 
and more highly educated 
couples.

“In the current study, we 
wanted to examine the ef-
fects of both perceived and 
expressed gratitude and 
whether perceived gratitude 
works similarly with a dif-
ferent demographic popula-
tion,” he said.

Over the 15-month period, 
the couples were surveyed 
three times about their ar-

guing and conflict resolu-
tion, their expressions of 
gratitude to their partner, 
and their levels of perceived 
gratitude from their partner. 
The participants also report-
ed on their current levels of 
financial strain.

Respondents completed 
the surveys again eight and 
15 months after the initial as-
sessment so the team could 
measure the effects of both 
forms of gratitude over time.

“Our main hypothesis was 
that perceived gratitude 
from one’s partner would 
have what we call stress-
buffering effects—that it 
would protect couples from 
the declines in relationship 
quality that typically hap-
pen when you have negative 
communication or when you 
have higher levels of finan-
cial strain,” Barton said.

TDG NeTWOrk
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not just huMans, rats too 
Can danCe to a Beats

Jeff Bezos announces plans to give away 
majority of his wealth to charitable causes

studY

PhilanthroPY

The notion that only human 
beings can detect musical 
beats and dance to them has 
now been proven wrong.

New research coming from 
Japan reveals that rats too 
can have this skill. With this 
finding, many insights have 
lit gained into the animal 
world. In fact, it can open 
new discussions about the 
origins of our own music 
and dance. According to the 
paper titled “Spontaneous 
beat synchronisation in rats: 
Neural dynamics and motor 
entrainment” by Yoshiki Ito 
et al., the optimal tempo for 
nodding along was found 
to depend on the time con-
stant in the brain (the speed 
at which our brains can re-
spond to something), which 
is similar across all species.

Can you move to the beat, 
or do you have two left feet? 
Apparently, how well we 
can time our movement to 
music depends somewhat 
on our innate genetic ability, 
and this skill was previously 

thought to be a uniquely hu-
man trait. While animals also 
react to hearing noise, might 
make rhythmic sounds, or 
be trained to respond to mu-
sic, this isn’t the same as the 
complex neural and motor 
processes that work togeth-
er to enable us to naturally 
recognize the beat in a song, 
respond to it or even predict 
it. This is referred to as beat 
synchronicity.

Only relatively recently, 
research studies (and home 
videos) have shown that some 
animals seem to share our 
urge to move to the groove.

A new paper by a team 
at the University of Tokyo 
provides evidence that rats 
are one of them. “Rats dem-
onstrated innate -- that is, 
without any training or pri-
or exposure to music -- beat 
synchronisation most clearly 
within 120-140 bpm (beats 
per minute), to which hu-
mans also exhibit the clear-
est beat synchronization,” 
said Associate Professor 
Hirokazu Takahashi of the 
Graduate School of Informa-
tion Science and Technology.

TDG NeTWOrk
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Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, 
who is among the richest peo-
ple in the world, has revealed 
what he ultimately plans to 
do with his billions of dollars.

According to Variety, in 
an interview with CNN, the 
billionaire said he plans to 
donate the majority of his 
wealth to charitable causes 
within his lifetime. With an 
estimated net worth of USD 
124.1 billion, Bezos is the 
fourth richest person in the 
world, as per Forbes.

According to Variety, Bezos 
revealed during a CNN in-
terview with Chloe Melas on 

Monday that the majority of 
his donations will go toward 
fighting climate change and 
to people who can unite hu-
manity in the face of deep 
social and political divisions.

As per the outlet, he said 
that philanthropy “is really 

hard” and “we’re building 
the capacity to be able to give 
away this money.”

Bezos, who stepped down 
as CEO of Amazon in July 
2021, owns slightly less than 
10 percent of the company’s 
shares, along with the Wash-
ington Post and aerospace 
company Blue Origin.

Speaking about his hu-
manitarian acts, in 2020 he 
announced the formation of 
the Bezos Earth Fund, which 
he set up to grant USD 10 
billion over 10 years to sci-
entists, activists, and non-
governmental organisations 
“to help preserve and protect 
the natural world.”

As per Variety, until now, 

Bezos had not officially 
signed on to the Giving 
Pledge, which encourages 
high net-worth individuals to 
commit to giving away more 
than half their wealth.

This news of Bezos’ phi-
lanthropy comes amid 
reports that Amazon has 
now planned to cut jobs for 
around 10,000 employees 
this week.

The layoff is said to be one 
of the largest job cuts in the 
company’s history to focus 
on the company’s device or-
ganization, retail division, 
and human resources, the 
New York Times reported on 
Monday, citing people with 
knowledge of the matter.

5 eniGMatiC PlaCes in india 
There are several enigmatic sites in India, from a 
place where birds commit suicide to a fort where 
entry is prohibited after sunset. India is undoubtedly 
a nation of mystery, with a rich culture, a lengthy 
history, and millions of people who hold mystical 
and supernatural beliefs. Additionally, several loca-
tions in India contradict accepted rules of physics 
and nature. Five such places are listed here.

Kuldhara village, rajasthan: 
the aBandoned village
More than 1,500 Paliwal Brahmins, descend-
ed from a group that had lived in the area for 

more than five centuries, lived in Kuldhara about 200 
years ago. However, all 85 villages’ inhabitants as well 
as the general populace escaped one day, overnight. 
Folklore holds that the inhabitants of Kuldhara left the 
village with a curse, forbidding any further settle-
ments, rather than simply leaving it as it was. 

Kodinhi, Kerela: the village 
of twins 
Kodinhi, a small town located 35 kilome-
tres south of Calicut in Kerala’s Malap-

puram district, would not have gained international 
attention if it weren’t for the exceptionally high 
number of twin births that are frequently reported 
there. Kodinhi, also referred to as the “Village of 
Twins,” is home to almost 200 sets of twins and two 
sets of triplets. It’s fascinating that Kodinhi women 
who get married outside of their tribe also give birth 
to several children!  

KongKa la pass, ladaKh: an 
alien aBode
Kongka La Pass, at a height of 16,970 feet, 
is a low-ridge pass located in a region 

where China and India have a contentious border. 
Locals on either side of the border think that the 
area is inhabited by extraterrestrials, despite the 
fact that neither the Indian nor Chinese armed 
forces patrol the area. 

roopKund, uttraKhand: the 
sKeleton laKe
Every year, hundreds of human skel-
etons can be seen floating in Roopkund, 

a glacial lake at an elevation of 16,500 feet, as 
the ice melts. The bones in Roopkund Lake were 
rediscovered in 1942 by a forest ranger, but their 
whereabouts have remained a mystery ever since. 
Forensic analysis and radiocarbon dating have led 
researchers to estimate the age of the bodies to be 
around 1,200 years.  

jatinga, assam: where Birds 
commit suicide
The Assamese village of Jatinga offers 
all the amenities you would want from a 

tranquil vacation spot. Instead of its lush vegetation 
and mountainous backdrop, Jatinga is well-known 
for a strange phenomenon that occurs every year in 
the monsoon season. Hundreds of migratory birds 
commit mass suicide here just after sunset. Unsur-
prisingly, the locals offer the scary explanation that 
the incident was caused by malevolent spirits in the 
skies. Naturally, ornithologists have developed their 
own scientific theory because they aren›t happy with 
this explanation. 

- SIMrAN SINGH

roopkund
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The 2019 G-20 Summit, held in Osaka, Japan.

Source: Wikimedia

The 2016 G-20 Summit, which was held in Hangzhou, China.

Source: Wikimedia

The 2012 G-20 Summit was held in Los Cabos, Mexico.

Source: Wikimedia

Canada hosted the 2010 G-20 summit in Toronto.

Source: Wikimedia

The 2018 G-20 Trade and Investment Working Group in Buenos Aires.

Source: Wikimedia
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What doeS 
the G20  
2022 Summit 
mean 
for india?
the 17th annual G20 summit is all set to be held in 

Bali, indonesia on november 15th and 16th. it will 
be the pinnacle of the G20 process and intense 

work carried out within the ministerial meetings, Work-
ing Groups, and engagement Groups throughout the year. 
the focus of the G20 agenda is on three main priorities: 
the global health architecture, digital transformation, and 

sustainable energy transition, in addition to post-pandemic 
macroeconomic policies. the G20 nations have been tasked 
with dealing with several challenges, including a slowing 
global economy, with several major countries headed into 
a recession, increase in those living in poverty due to the 
CoVid-19 pandemic, supply chain disruptions due to the 
russia-ukraine war and the climate crisis. Let’s take a deep 
dive into this year’s G20 agenda, what the upcoming presi-
dency means for india and what the overall objectives of 
the G20 include. 

Shreya MaSkara

WhaT TO WaTCh OuT fOr In ThE 2022 SummIT
the 2022 Bali summit will also be the first in-person meeting between the united States President Joe Biden and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping since Biden was elected in 2020. Prime minister narendra modi will also be attending the summit, just 
weeks before the country will take over the G20 presidency from december 1. the Prime minister is also expected to hold 
meetings with various world leaders on the sidelines of the summit. the theme of the 2022 summit is “recover together, 
recover Stronger”, as the global economy and the world at large has been facing several challenges in all sectors due to the 
overall impact of the CoVid-19 crisis and the war in ukraine. 

the first pillar of the 2022 G20 summit is global health architecture, including strengthening the global health system, and 
making sure it is more inclusive, equitable, and responsive to crises. Pandemic preparedness, including advancing trans-
formative infrastructure post-CoVid-19 will be the focus of several discussions during the summit. the summit will also 
bring together all nations and stakeholders to enable them to gain the benefits of rapid digitalization of the global economy. 
Some of the priority agenda items, including acceleration of mSmes into the digital ecosystem, including encouraging digital 
entrepreneurship. the third and final agenda includes promoting the use of cleaner and greener energy sources. 
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Nations which are members of G8, G20, and G23 groupings.

Source: Wikimedia

The 2019 BRICS Summit was held in Brazil.

Source: Wikimedia

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has emphasised that he will not take part in the 2022 Bali Summit if Russian President 
Vladimir Putin also attends, due to tensions between the two countries.

Source: Wikimedia

There is strong speculation that Russian President Vladimir Putin will not be a part of the meeting in Bali.

Source: Wikimedia

Contributing reports by Yuvraaj Singh Rahal, Junior 
Research Associate at Polstrat, Kajol Sharma, Aditi 
Agrawal, and Vriti Yadav, Research Interns at Polstrat

India has been active in the G20 processes in both the 
Sherpas and finance track and its support for global co-
operation, inclusive development, economic stability, and 
sustainable growth is in line with its national goals and 
the values espoused by other leaders of the G20. On 1st 
December 2022, India will assume the G20 presidency 
for the first time, and the theme will be “One Earth, One 
Family, One Future.”New Delhi will set the G20 agenda, 
organise the Leaders’ Summit, and host meetings with 
ministers, government officials and civil society. Some of 
the major agendas, issues and overarching themes that In-
dia will have to focus on as it takes over the presidency of 
the G20 will include providing global health goods, inter-
national finance systems and enabling a digital economy. 

The uncertainty induced by the pandemic and the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war has added to the global supply shocks 
which has in turn amplified the inflationary pressure, es-
pecially in the energy and agriculture sectors. For 2022, 
the inflation is projected to be at 5.7 percent in advanced 
economies and 8.7 percent in emerging market and devel-
oping economies, which has led to a tightening of mone-
tary policy in most G20 economies. The monetary policy 
is likely to differ across countries, thus, it would be crucial 

for the G20 to ensure that central banks effectively com-
municate their outlook on inflation and monetary policy 
to be transparent and avoid policy surprises. Industry 
analysts also suggest that the Indian presidency needs to 
explore a new financial mechanism for Pandemic Preven-
tion, Preparedness, and Response to ensure the provision 
of global health goods.

Other important goals will include making the global 
digital economy more accessible for all. This would involve 
building a global framework to enable cross-border trade 
that respects the different economic speeds, market com-
petitiveness, and supply chain characteristics of the devel-
oping nations. India will have to use the upcoming G20 
presidency for a fair, enabling and robust digital economy.

What Will india’s upcoming presidency 
of the g20 mean?

What is the g20?
The Group of Twenty, or G20, is a forum for international cooperation on some of the most important aspects of the interna-
tional economic and financial agenda. The members of the G20 represent 90 percent of the global gross domestic product 
(GDP) and 80% of the international global trade. Roughly 2/3rd of the world’s population lives in G20 member countries. 
The members of the G20 are: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 
Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Türkiye, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the Eu-
ropean Union. In addition to this, each year, the presidency invites guest countries to participate. The G20 has no permanent 
secretariat and the presidency of the G20 rotates every year among its members, with the country that holds the presidency 
working together with its predecessor and successor, also known as Troika, to ensure the continuity of the agenda. 

The G20 was formed in 1999 as a collection of twenty of the world’s largest economies. It was created in response to the 
financial crises that arose in a number of emerging economies in the 1990s and due to growing recognition of the fact that 
some of these countries were not adequately represented in global economic discussion and governance. It was conceived as a 
bloc that would bring together the most important industrialised and developing economies to discuss international economic 
and financial stability. The thematic agenda of the annual summit is developed through the organisation of several Ministe-
rial Meetings, such as the Joint Meeting of Finance and Development Ministers, and the Labour, Agriculture and Tourism 
Ministerial meetings.   Some of the other objectives of the G20, include modernising international financial structure, ensuring 
policy coordination, restoring global economic growth, strengthening and reforming international financial institutions while 
also ensuring Policy coordination between its members to help achieve global economic stability, sustainable growth. In the 
last few years the G20 has moved beyond a predominantly short-term crisis-management role to focus more on long-term 
agenda-setting, as reflected in the main themes of recent G20 Presidencies. The G20’s major achievements include strength-
ening the role of emerging economies, such as BRICS, reforming international financial institutions, improving discipline 
and tightening oversight over national financial institutions and regulators, and creating financial and organisational safety 
nets to prevent severe economic slumps in the future.
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IPL UPCOMING SEASON

FRANCHISES BUSY REJIGGING THEIR 
SQUAD AHEAD OF MINI-AUCTION

The IPL mini-auction is 
scheduled for 23 December 
in Kochi.  Ahead of the auc-

tion, each franchise will submit the 
list of retained and released players 
to the BCCI. All the 10 franchises 
are busy in rejigging their squad for 
the tournament.

Delhi Capitals retained their core 
in Rishabh Pant, David Warner, 
and Prithvi Shaw while retaining 
19 players on Tuesday. 

The players who have been 
retained by the franchise from 
their last season’s fifth-place fin-
ish include Indian internationals 
Rishabh Pant, Prithvi Shaw, Chet-
an Sakariya, Khaleel Ahmed, Kul-
deep Yadav and Axar Patel, along 
with Ripal Patel, Sarfaraz Khan, 
Yash Dhull, Kamlesh Nagarkoti, 
Pravin Dubey, Vicky Ostwal and 
Lalit Yadav. Delhi Capitals have 
also retained six overseas players, 
including Australian batter David 
Warner, West Indies batter Rov-
man Powell, South African fast 
bowlers Anrich Nortje and Lungi 
Ngidi, Bangladesh speedster Mus-
tafizur Rahman and Australian all-
rounder Mitchell Marsh.

The franchise has released four 
players which include Indian play-
ers Mandeep Singh, wicketkeeper 
KS Bharat and Ashwin Hebbar and 
New Zealand wicketkeeper-batter 
Tim Seifert.

The Delhi Capitals traded all-
rounder Shardul Thakur to Kolk-
ata Knight Riders and brought all-
rounder Aman Khan in his place.

They will go into the auction with 
a purse of INR 19.45 crore and will 
look to fill in the remaining two 
overseas slots. Royal Challengers 
Bangalore have retained most of 
their big names for the upcoming 

Indian Premier League (IPL) 2023, 
with West Indies batter Sherfane 
Rutherford being the only big name 
the franchise released.

The core team consisting of Faf du 
Plessis, Virat Kohli, Glenn Maxwell, 
Dinesh Karthik, Wanindu Hasa-
ranga, Shahbaz Ahmed, Harshal 
Patel, Mohammed Siraj and Josh 
Hazlewood has been retained. The 
side had earlier traded Australian 
pacer Jason Behrendorff to Mumbai 
Indians.

After qualifying for playoffs three 
consecutive times, RCB has chosen 
to count on its core players to win 

them their maiden trophy, who 
could also get support from young-
sters like Rajat Patidar, Anuj Rawat, 
Suyash Prabhudessai and Finn Al-
len. The side still has INR 8.75 crore 
left in their purse and two overseas 
slots to fill as well.

“Believe in the core! 12th Man 
Army, here are our retained Royal 
Challengers who will be a part of 
RCB’s #Classof2023! #PlayBold 
#WeAreChallengers,” tweeted 
RCB. Rajasthan Royals, the run-
ners-up of the 2022 Indian Premier 
League (IPL) season, have retained 
a majority of their core team, but 
have let go two quality New Zealand 
all-rounders Daryl Mitchell and 
James Neesham and South African 
batter Rassie van der Dussen.

Neesham scalped five wickets in 
the 2021 season, in which he made 
three appearances and did not play 
in 2022. Dussen made only 22 runs 
in three matches in 2022 while 
Mitchell scored 33 in only two ap-
pearances last year. It has also re-
leased Australian bowler Nathan 
Coulter-Nile and Test cricket triple-
centurion Karun Nair. It has shown 
faith in youngsters like Yashasvi 
Jaiswal, Devdutt Padikkal as it re-
tained these two promising south-
paws with their eyes on the future.
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FORM SLUMP

The defending Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 
champions have managed 
to retain most of the play-
ers that helped it clinch 
the title in their maiden 
season. However, it has 
let go of some star players 
like England opener Jason 
Roy, New Zealand speed-
ster Lockie Ferguson and 
young Afghanistan batter 
Rahmanullah Gurbaz.

Jason suffered a form 
slump during the ‘Hun-
dred’ tournament. He was 
ignored by England for the 
ICC T20 World Cup, with 
the likes of Alex Hales and 
Phil Salt replacing him. 
In 11 T20I matches for 
England this year, he has 
scored only 206 runs at an 
average of 18.72, at a strike 
rate of 104.04. Only one 
half-century has come out 
of his bat in these matches. 
In the last season, Roy was 
picked up for Rs 2 crore, 
which was his base price, 

by GT. But he later opted 
out of the tournament.

Dominic Drakes, Gur-
keerat Singh and Indian 
pace veteran Varun Aar-
on are some other players 
released by GT. They had 

also traded Gurbaz to KKR 
earlier.

Titans has managed to 
retain its core players like 
skipper Hardik Pandya, 
Shubman Gill, David 
Miller, Matthew Wade, 

Mohammad Shami and 
Rashid Khan. Excit-
ing young talent like Sai 
Kishore, Sai Sudarshan, 
Abhinav Manohar and 
Yash Dayal is retained by 
GT, showing how much 

they have invested in their 
future.

The side has INR 19.25 
crore in their purse. It also 
has three overseas slots to 
fill.

“And the Titans keep 
marching on... #Reten-
tionAnnouncement #Aa-
vaDe,” tweeted GT while 
announcing the retained 
players.
Gujarat Titans:

Players released: Rah-
manullah Gurbaz, Lock-
ie Ferguson, Dominic 
Drakes, Gurkeerat Singh, 
Jason Roy, Varun Aaron

Current squad: Hardik 
Pandya (capt), Shub-
man Gill, David Miller, 
Abhinav Manohar, Sai 
Sudharsan, Wriddhiman 
Saha, Matthew Wade, 
Rashid Khan, Rahul Te-
watia, Vijay Shankar, 
Mohammed Shami, Al-
zarri Joseph, Yash Dayal, 
Pradeep Sangwan, Dar-
shan Nalkande, Jayant 
Yadav, R Sai Kishore,  
Noor Ahmad. 

Gujarat Titans retain title-winning core 
team; Jason, Lockie, Gurbaz released

Defending Indian Premier League (IPL) champions Gujarat Titans

IPL mini-auction is scheduled for 23 December in Kochi.  

FIVE MATCHES
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Hockey India on Tuesday 
named the 23-member In-
dian Men’s Hockey Team 
for the upcoming Tour of 
Australia, set to begin from 
26 November in Adelaide.

The Indian team will play 
five matches against Aus-
tralia as they prepare for 
the upcoming FIH Odisha 
Hockey Men’s World Cup 
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela 
2023, set to begin from 
January 13, as per press re-
lease from Hockey India. 
Experienced dragflicker 
Harmanpreet Singh has 
been named the captain of 
the team, while Amit Rohi-
das has been picked as the 
vice-captain for the upcom-
ing matches. In the forward 
line, Mandeep Singh has 
been included along with 
Dilpreet Singh, Abhishek 
and Sukhjeet Singh.

Gurjant Singh, Akash-

deep Singh, Mohd. Raheel 
Mouseen, Rajkumar Pal, 
Nilakanta Sharma, Sham-
sher Singh, Hardik Singh, 
Manpreet Singh, and Sumit 
have been included in the 
midfield line-up for the tour.

In the defence, Varun 
Kumar makes a return to 
the team after missing out 
on action during the FIH 

Men’s Hockey Pro League 
2022/23 matches against 
New Zealand and Spain 
at the Kalinga Stadium in 
Bhubaneswar. Jarmanpreet 
Singh, Surender Kumar, 
Harmanpreet Singh, Amit 
Rohidas, Jugraj Singh, 
Mandeep Mor, and Nilam 
Sanjeep Xess form the re-
maining defence line-up.

Speaking about the team, 
Indian Men’s Hockey Chief 
Coach Graham Reid said, 
“The upcoming tour to 
Australia is a good oppor-
tunity for us to test our-
selves against one of the top 
contenders at the upcoming 
FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s 
World Cup Bhubaneswar-
Rourkela 2023. We have 

picked a solid line of expe-
rienced players who we be-
lieve can help us in getting 
the desired results. We have 
also infused the team with a 
blend of youngsters to give 
them exposure of top-level 
competition and test the 
depth of our squad.”

Indian Men’s Team: Goal-
keepers: Krishan Bahadur 
Pathak, Sreejesh Parattu 
Raveendran

Defenders: Jarmanpreet 
Singh, Surender Kumar, 
Harmanpreet Singh (C), 
Amit Rohidas (V/C), Jugraj 
Singh, Mandeep Mor, Nilam 
Sanjeep Xess, Varun Kumar

Midfielders: Sumit, Man-
preet Singh, Hardik Singh, 
Shamsher Singh, Nilakanta 
Sharma, Rajkumar Pal, 
Mohd. Raheel Mouseen, 
Akashdeep Singh, Gurjant 
Singh

For wards:  Mandeep 
Singh, Abhishek, Dilpreet 
Singh, Sukhjeet Singh. 

Indian Men’s Hockey Team

INDIAN MEN’S HOCKEY SQUAD ANNOUNCED FOR OZ TOUR

MINI-AUCTION

Sunrisers Hyderabad release 
Kane Williamson, Pooran

New Zealand skipper Kane 
Williamson and West 
Indies captain Nicholas 
Pooran have been released 
by Sunrisers Hyderabad 
ahead of the mini-auction 
scheduled on 23 December.

A total of 12 players have 
been released by Sunris-
ers, with some big names 
not finding a place in the 
retention list. Kiwi skip-
per was bought for INR 
14 crore and led the Hy-
derabad franchise in the 
2022 season. The batter 
had a forgettable season 
as he scored 216 runs in 13 
innings.

He made his IPL debut 
for the Orange Army in 
2015 and was handed the 
captaincy reigns in 2018 
after David Warner was 
stripped of his captaincy. 
The Kiwi player led the 
team to the final of the 
2018 IPL.

Nicholas Pooran had 
been signed up by Sun-
risers for a hefty price tag 
of INR 10.75 crore. Before 
playing for the Hyderabad 
franchise, the left-hander 
was a part of the Punjab 

Kings setup.
The team retained de-

pendable Indian pacer 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
South African Aiden 
Markram, and Umran Ma-
lik among other players.

Sunrisers neither se-
cured any transfers nor 
traded any players ahead 
of the mini-auction.

The released player’s list 
is as follows - Kane Wil-
liamson, Nicholas Pooran, 
Jagadeesha Suchith, Pri-
yam Garg, Ravikumar 
Samarth, Romario Shep-
herd, Saurabh Dubey, Sean 
Abbott, Shashank Singh, 

Shreyas Gopal, Sushant 
Mishra, Vishnu Vinod.

Current squad: Abdul Sa-
mad, Aiden Markram, Ra-
hul Tripathi, Glenn Phil-
lips, Abhishek Sharma, 
Marco Jansen, Washington 
Sundar, Fazalhaq Farooqi, 
Kartik Tyagi, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, T Natarajan, 
Umran Malik.

The franchise needs to 
fill four overseas positions, 
and selecting a new cap-
tain will be their priority.

The team is young, has 
a strong pace attack, and 
could hand over the cap-
taincy to a young player. 
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Kane Williamson and Nicholas Pooran

WOMEN’S T20I  
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Pakistan all-rounder 
Nida Dar has received 
rewards for her fine 
performances against 
Ireland as she climbed to 
35th position in the ICC 
Women’s Player Rank-
ings among batters and 
15th in the list among 
bowlers.

Dar has been in form 
with both bat and ball 
during her side’s ongo-
ing white-ball series 
with Ireland. The 35-
year old is the leading 
run scorer and joint-
highest wicket-taker in 
the series. She scored 
a half-century during 
Pakistan’s loss to Ireland 
in the opening game, fol-
lowing it with 28 in next 
match.

Her teammate Nashra 
Sandhu has climbed 
four spots to level Ire-
land seamer Arlene Kel-
ly on 25th spot.

Young Irish batter 
Gaby Lewis has also 
climbed to one spot to 
reach number 29 in bat-
ter rankings. Her team-
mate Orla Prendergast 
has also moved 12 places 
to 60th in batter rank-
ings and climbed an 
impressive 18 spots to 
become world number 
21 among all-rounders.

The final match of the 
ODI series between Pak-
istan and Ireland make 
climbs in ODI rankings, 
with Pakistan’s Omai-
ma Sohail and Ireland’s 
Lewis making advances. 
Sohail moved up by five 
sports to reach 42nd po-
sition and Lewis climbed 
to improve four spots to 
reach 30th position. 

NIDA DAR MAKES ADVANCES AFTER 
FINE PERFORMANCE AGAINST IRELAND

UPCOMING SEASON
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Punjab Kings have released 
their former skipper Ma-
yank Agarwal, West Indies 
bowling all-rounder Odean 
Smith and some other play-
ers for the upcoming sea-
son of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) 2023.

Agarwal, who was the 
mainstay of the side’s top-
order from 2019-21 and 
scored well, could only 
score 196 runs in 12 in-
nings at an average of 16.33 
and a strike rate of 122.50 
since he was appointed 
the captain in 2022. As per 
ESPNCricinfo, Shahrukh 
Khan, who was earlier 
reported to be among the 
ones to get released, has 
been retained. Punjab has 
also retained many of its 

core stars like skipper Shi-
khar Dhawan, Jonny Bair-
stow (England), Bhanuka 
Rajapaksa of Sri Lanka, 
England’s hard-hitting 
batter Liam Livingstone, 
young Indian bowlers Ar-
shdeep Singh and Rahul 
Chahar.

Punjab Kings still have 

a power-packed batting 
lineup, with Bairstow and 
Dhawan as possible open-
ers. Their bowling also 
looks solid with the likes 
of Chahar, Arshdeep and 
Kagiso Rabada. They have 
INR 32.2 crore in their 
purse, along with three 
slots for overseas players.

Punjab Kings part with Mayank 
Agarwal, Odean Smith

Nida Dar

Punjab Kings skipper Shikhar Dhawan 



New Zealand Cricket 
on Tuesday an-
nounced the squad 

for the upcoming series 
against India, comprising 
three T20Is and as many 
ODIs.

The Black Caps will take on 
India in a total of six white-
ball contests (three T20Is 
and three ODIs) starting 
on Friday and the Kiwis an-
nounced a pair of 13-player 
squads for the matches on 
Tuesday. Kane Williamson 
will captain both sides with 
the T20 squad assembling in 
Wellington on Wednesday, 
but there is no room for vet-
eran opener Martin Guptill 
and pacer Trent Boult.

Finn Allen is primed to 
face India for the first time 
after being confirmed in 
both BLACKCAPS squads 
for the incoming tour, start-
ing in Wellington on Friday.

The 23-year-old Allen has 
already played 23 T20Is and 
eight ODIs for the BLACK-
CAPS, amassing five half-
centuries and a hundred.

Allen’s retention at the top 

of the order for both squads 
means there’s no room for 
Martin Guptill.

Trent Boult is the other 
notable omission from the 
squads - with Tim Southee, 
Matt Henry (ODIs only), 
Lockie Ferguson, Blair Tick-
ner and Adam Milne filling 
the pace bowling ranks.

Milne is in line to play his 
first ODI since 2017, build-
ing on his return to the T20 
International arena during 
the recent Tri-Series and last 
year’s ICC T20 World Cup in 
the UAE.

New Zealand coach Gary 
Stead said it was never easy 
leaving out the experience 
of Boult and Guptill but the 
team had to keep looking 
ahead.

“When Trent opted out of 
his NZC contract in August, 
we indicated that prior-
ity would be given to those 
players with either central 
or domestic contracts, and 
that’s been the case here. 
We’re all aware of Trent’s 
world-class ability, but at this 
time - as we build towards 
more global events, we want 

to give opportunities and 
experiences to others. The 
emergence and success of 
Finn at the top of the order 
in white-ball cricket means 
a guy of the class of Martin 
Guptill misses out - that’s 
just the nature of the high-
performance sport,” said 
Stead in an official statement 
released by NZC. “With the 
50-over World Cup less than 
a year away we’re keen to 
give Finn every opportunity 
to keep gaining ODI experi-
ence, especially against qual-
ity opposition such as India. 
The message to both those 
players is that there’s a lot of 
international cricket ahead 
and the door is certainly not 
closed to them,” he added.

The tour begins with a 
three-game T20 Interna-
tional series across Wel-
lington (Nov 18), Tauranga 
(Nov 20) and Napier (Nov 
22), before moving into the 
ODI series across Auckland 
(Nov 25), Hamilton (Nov 27) 
and Christchurch (Nov 30).

The one-day series could 
see Tim Southee become the 
fifth New Zealander to claim 
200 ODI wickets, with the 
33-year-old’s tally poised at 

199.
Tom Latham returns as 

the ODI wicket-keeper with 
Devon Conway continuing 
behind the stumps for the 
T20 side.

New Zealand T20I squad: 
Kane Williamson (c), Finn 
Allen, Michael Bracewell, 
Devon Conway, Lockie 
Ferguson, Daryl Mitchell, 
Adam Milne, Jimmy Neesh-
am, Glenn Phillips, Mitchell 
Santner, Ish Sodhi, Tim 
Southee and Blair Tickner.

New Zealand ODI squad: 
Kane Williamson (c), Finn 
Allen, Michael Bracewell, 
Devon Conway, Lockie Fer-
guson, Matt Henry, Tom 
Latham, Daryl Mitchell, 
Adam Milne, Jimmy Neesh-
am, Glenn Phillips, Mitchell 
Santner and Tim Southee.

India T20I squad: Har-
dik Pandya (C), Shubman 
Gill, Ishan Kishan, Deepak 
Hooda, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Shreyas Iyer, Rishabh Pant 
(VC and WK), Sanju Samson 
(WK), Washington Sundar, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Arshdeep Singh, 
Harshal Patel, Mohd. Siraj, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Umran Malik.
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Mumbai Indians’ Kieron 
Pollard announces his 
retirement from IPL

NEW ZEALAND ANNOUNCES SQUAD FOR 
SERIES AGAINST INDIA

DEMANDING SCHEDULE
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Ben Stokes’ reversal of his 
ODI retirement in order to 
compete in the 2023 World 
Cup in India is something 
that England head coach 
Matthew Mott is hoping for.

Earlier this year, Stokes an-
nounced his retirement from 
50-over cricket citing the 
difficulties of coping with a 
demanding schedule. Stokes 
scored a crucial 52 unbeaten 
runs in England’s T20 final 
run-chase against Pakistan 
in Melbourne, solidifying 
his reputation as one of the 
greatest “clutch” players in 
international history. Ear-
lier in the 2019 World Cup, 
he also played a match-win-
ning knock of 92 unbeaten 
runs (84 plus eight more in 
the Super Over) against New 
Zealand at Lord’s in 2019.

Mott said that he had not 
yet explored the idea of 
Stokes coming out of his 
ODI retirement. Mott took 
over as England’s white-ball 
coach at the beginning of the 

summer following a record-
breaking tenure as the coach 
of the Australian women. 
Mott supported Stokes, say-
ing he should “do what’s 
right for English cricket.”

“When he spoke to me 
about his ODI retirement 
one of the first things I said 
was that I’d back any deci-
sion he made. But I said to 
him he didn’t necessarily 
have to retire - he could just 
not play 50-overs for a while. 

I did say you could always 
unretire. That’s his decision. 
It’s going to be a World Cup 
year and we don’t play much 
T20 cricket for a while but it 
will be a decision that’s up to 
him,” ESPNcricinfo quoted 
Mott as saying.

“The more we can get out 
of him is great. He’s doing 
an amazing job with the Test 
captaincy but he is a huge 
cog in the wheel when he 
comes back to white-ball,” 

he added.
Additionally, he is the cap-

tain of England’s Test squad 
which has improved its own 
image, winning six of seven 
notable games at home in 
2022. Since England won’t 
be playing many T20Is in 
the coming months due to 
the World Cup being less 
than 12 months away, Mott is 
hoping that this will encour-
age Stokes to switch back to 
ODIs. 

England coach Matthew Mott hopeful 
of Stokes reversing ODI retirement

Ben Stokes

Former West Indies and 
Mumbai Indies batter Ki-
eron Pollard announced his 
retirement from the Indian 
Premier League on Tuesday. 
This means that one of the 
greatest IPL finishers will no 
longer play in the IPL. How-
ever, Pollard will continue to 
work with Mumbai Indians 
as batting coach next season 
Pollard took to Twitter to an-
nounce his retirement and 
said even if he will no longer 
play for Mumbai Indians he 
cannot see himself against 
Mumbai either - “Once an 
MI always an MI.”

In a lengthy post, Pollard 
tweeted, “It hasn’t been the 
easiest decision to make as 
I will keep playing for a few 
more years, but I understand 
that this incredible franchise 
which has achieved so much 
needs to transition and if I’m 
no longer to play for MI then 
I cannot see myself playing 
against MI either. Once an 
MI always an MI. I am im-
mensely proud, honoured 

and blessed to have repre-
sented the biggest 
and most 
success-
ful team 
in the IPL 
for the past 
13 seasons. 
Most sin-
cerely, I ex-
press my deep 
appreciation to 
Mukesh, Nita and 
Akash Ambani for 
their tremendous 
love, support and 
respect I have al-
ways felt and for 
the confidence 
they placed in me. 
I recall our first en-
counter when they 
welcomed me with 
open arms say-
ing, “We are family”. Those 
were not just mere words, 
but demonstrated by their 
every action throughout my 
time with Mumbai Indians.”

Ever since he signed with 
MI in 2010, Pollard has been 
one of the marquee players 
of the franchise, having won 
them many games with his 

all-round performances. In 
189 matches for the side, Pol-
lard has scored 3,412 runs at 
an average of 28.67, with 16 

half-centuries under his 
belt. He has also taken 

69 wickets for the five-
time champions.

But the last sea-
son with MI was 
underwhelming for 
him. In 11 matches, 

he could score only 
144 runs at an average 

of 14.40, 
with the 
highest 
score of 
2 5 .  H e 
hit these 

runs at a 
poor strike rate 
of 107.46. Also, 

he took only four wickets for 
his side in the tournament.

The five-time IPL winner 
Kieron Pollard, the most 
experienced player for the 
Mumbai Indians, has been 
released, ending a 13-year as-
sociation that began in 2010, 
when Pollard was acquired 
for an unknown price using 
the tie-breaker method.

ATP FINALS
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Novak Djokovic started his 
quest for a record-equalling 
sixth ATP Finals title on 
Monday by overpowering 
Stefanos Tsitsipas to end the 
Greek’s year-end No. 1 ATP 
Ranking chances.

Djokovic produced a ruth-
less performance to move 
to the next round defeating 
Tsitsipas 6-4, 7-6(4). In Tu-
rin, the Serbian swiftly dis-
covered his range, breaking 
early to seize the initiative. 
With his precision ground-
strokes and a variety of daz-
zling passing shots, the sev-
enth seed moved Tsitsipas 
about the court and eventu-
ally won after an hour and 37 
minutes.

“The first game was very 
important to break his serve. 
Starting with a break of serve 
is obviously a huge boost in 
confidence and a relief as 

well because we both knew 
it would be a tight match,” 
ATP.com quoted Djokovic 
as saying.

Djokovic now leads Ts-
itsipas 10-2 in their ATP 
Head2Head series, having 
overcome the 24-year-old en 
route to the crown in Astana 
and the final in Paris in the 

past month. “We have played 
some really close matches in 
the past few tournaments 
against each other. It was 
very important to start off 
well. I held my serve really 
well throughout the match. I 
played a great tie-break, very 
solid all the way through,” 
Djokovic said.

NOVAK DJOKOVIC MAKES WINNING START, 
BEATS STEFANOS TSITSIPAS IN STRAIGHT SETS

Team New Zealand
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MARY KOM ELECTED CHAIRPERSON OF ATHLETES COMMISSION OF IOA

Olympic medalist Mary 
Kom has been unanimously 
elected as the chairperson of 
the Athletes Commission of 
Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) while table tennis leg-
end Achanta Sharath Kamal 
has been elected as the vice-
chairperson of the body.

Previously on Monday, 
it was revealed that Mary 
Kom, PV Sindhu and Com-
monwealth Games medal-
ist Achanta Sharath Kamal 
were among the ten emi-
nent sportspersons who will 
constitute the new ‘Athletes 
Commission’ of the Indian 
Olympic Association (IOA). 
As per a press release from 
IOA, the list of 10 members 
of the commission was an-
nounced by Returning Of-
ficer (RO) Umesh Sinha in 
New Delhi on Monday.

“The list constitutes emi-
nent athletes including, 

Olympic Bronze Medal-
ist and Padma Vibhushan 
boxer Mary Kom, Double 
Olympic medalist and 
Padma Bhushan awardee 
badminton ace PV Sind-
hu, Olympic medalist and 
Padma Shri shooter Gagan 
Narang, Olympian and 

Commonwealth Games 
gold medalist, Padma Shri 
TT player Achanta Sharath 
Kamal, Olympian and CWG 
Gold medalist Padma Shri 
rower Bajrang Lal, Khel 
Ratna awardee and Olympic 
silver medalist weightlifter 
Mirabai Chanu, Khel Ratna 

awardee and Olympian Rani 
Rampal, Asian Cup Gold 
winner and Olympian Shi-
va Keshavan, Olympian and 
CWG Fencing champion-
ship gold medalist and Ar-
juna Awardee Bhavani Devi 
and Om Prakash Karhana 
made it to the Athletes’ Com-

mission, uncontested,” said a 
press release from IOA.

The elected members were 
to elect a Chairperson and 
a Vice Chairperson from 
amongst themselves and 
and select 8 Sportspersons of 
Outstanding Merit (SOMs). 
The last date for submitting 
an application for SOMs is 4 
pm on 15 November, 2022.

The SOMs along with the 
Chairperson and Vice Chair-
person of the Athletes’ Com-
mission will constitute the 
electoral college for the IOA 
President’s election sched-
uled on 10 December, 2022.

The electoral college of the 
Athletes’ Commission con-
sisted of names of 42 athletes 
nominated by 36 National 
Sports Federations. The 
nominations were filed till 
5 pm of November 13, 2022, 
following which a provi-
sional list was published by 
the RO on the evening of 13 
November.

Mary Kom and Achanta Sharath Kamal 
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VIRAT KOHLI AND BEN STOKES: ANCHORS THAT 
MADE AN IMPACT DURING ICC T20 WORLD CUP
In T20I cricket, fans and ex-
perts alike have argued that 
the strike rate should be given 
more weightage as compared 
to a player’s batting average 
and slow run-accumulators 
find themselves in immense 
scrutiny and pressure de-
pending on situations in 
matches.

In a game where the strike 
rate is the king and more 
quick, attacking play is fa-
voured, Indian star batter Vi-
rat Kohli and all-rounder Ben 
Stokes proved how valuable 
anchors can be in the shortest 
format of the game. Despite 
all the talks about strike rates 
and attacking intent, such 
aforementioned players have 
proven there is still a place for 
anchors in T20 team and it is 
really helpful for the team if 
one or maximum two are a 
part of the side.

Take the T20 WC final as 
example. England needed to 
chase down 138, a target that 
a team featuring likes of Jos 
Buttler, Alex Hales, Liam 

Livingstone, Harry Brook, 
Stokes etc would back itself 
to chase effortlessly.

But the pressure of sum-
mit clash turned out to be 
extremely different. England 
was left 45/3 before the pow-
erplay could even conclude.

In this situation, England 
needed someone to hold to-
gether the innings, someone 
England could rely on. Stokes 
did his job perfectly, staying 
around till he hit the win-
nings runs.

It was the exact situation 
that Stokes was brought back 

into the fold for. And he did 
his job perfectly, still being 
out there at the end to score 
the winning runs, playing the 
part that his team required.

But for Stokes to stay till the 
very end, England also need-
ed someone to step up and hit 
big to restore balance. Moeen 
scored at a strike rate of 140 
while Stokes kept the other 
end steady. And this contrast 
of styles pulled England back 
in the game.

In Virat’s case too, the finest 
case of anchoring was found 
during the 160-run chase 

against Pakistan in front 
of nearly one-lakh strong 
crowd at Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. With his team at 31/4 
just after the powerplay, Kohli 
joined forces with Pandya to 
revive India’s chase. After 
they both laid down the plat-
form, Virat exploded in the 
final few balls to secure one 
of the most memorable wins 
in nation’s cricketing history. 
He was not out at 82*.

Though Kohli’s usual strike 
rate in 130s falls a little short 
to fall into the latest trends of 
the format, an extraordinary 
player of his calibre still did 
the job against a high-class 
bowling attack. He proved 
that big tournaments require 
such anchors.

Kohli continued his style in 
his next match, often build-
ing his innings slowly and 
accelarating only after death 
overs. This allowed play-
ers like Suryakumar Yadav 
to stay assured that Virat 
would keep the other end 
steady and they were able 
to express themselves freely 
with the bat.

Virat Kohli and Ben Stokes

Novak Djokovic 


