
The G20 summit ended in the 
resort island of Bali with India 
taking over the G20 presiden-

cy on a high note, stressing that it will 
forge “inclusive, ambitious, decisive, 
and action-oriented” agenda under 
its leadership of the twenty-nation 

grouping of the world’s richest and 
most powerful nations. 

In many ways, the Bali summit was 
a high moment for India’s global lead-
ership skills and Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s growing global stature 
with nearly all leaders of the world’s 
most powerful countries expressing 
support for India’s presidency of the 
grouping pivoted around hope and 

harmony in conflicted times. 
At the end of the two-day summit 

on Thursday, Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo symbolically handed 
over the G20 presidency to PM 
Modi at the closing session. PM Modi 
looked jubilant as he took the baton 
and set the tone for India’s presiden-
cy by underlining  that the world is 
looking at the “G-20 with hope”  

“India is taking charge of the G-20 
at a time when the world is simulta-
neously grappling with geopolitical 
tensions, economic slowdown, rising 
food and energy prices, and the long-
term ill-effects of the pandemic,” he 
said at the closing session of the sum-
mit.  “At such a time, the world is look-
ing at the G-20 with hope. Today, I want 
to assure 

PM RETURNS WITH G20 PRESIDENCY, 
PROMISES ‘INCLUSIVE’ AGENDA 

Big role

 Indonesian President Joko Widodo symbolically handed 
over the G20 Presidency to Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi at the G20 summit, in Bali on Wednesday.  ANI
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More trouble in Rajasthan Congress 
as Maken decides to step down 

‘I will see them all’, says 
Soren as he faces ED today 

DESPERATE SIDDARAMAIAH SCOUTS FOR SAFE 
SEAT, BJP CALLS HIM ‘VAGABOND’

THIS IS HOW DELHI POLICE NAILED AFTAB’S LIES

Sunak okays 3,000 UK visas for 
Indians hours after meeting Modi

CAUGHT ON CAMERA: TRUDEAU-XI JINPING 
HEATED EXCHANGE OF WORDS AT G20 

MEDIA HAS HUGE ROLE IN NATION 
BUILDING: KARTIKEYA SHARMA 

Demonitization was 
essential, Centre tells SC 

SPACE TECH TO BE MAJOR AREA IN FUTURE, TO 
BOOST ECONOMY: JITENDRA SINGH

Bali summit was a high moment for India’s global leadership skill

The crisis that began in the 
Rajasthan Congress on 25 
September this year has 
taken a new turn. Now the 
annoyed general secretary 
in charge of the state Ajay 
Maken has expressed his 
unwillingness to continue 
in his post. 

In a letter to party presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Ajay Maken stated that he 
does not want to continue in 

his post after the events of 25 
September. In his letter dat-
ed 8 November, Maken said 
that a new person should be 
given the responsibility be-
fore the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
enters the state and state as-
sembly by-elections are held. 

“I am a soldier of Rahul Gan-
dhi. My family has decades 
of association with the party,” 
he wrote. 

On 25 September, on the 
instructions of the then 
President Sonia Gandhi, 
Maken and Kharge went to 

Jaipur as observers. Then 
there was a buzz of Ashok 
Gehlot contesting the elec-
tion of the Congress Presi-
dent. So, a meeting of the 
Legislature Party was to be 
held for the selection of the 
new Chief Minister, but a re-
bellious tone was adopted by 
the Gehlot supporters who 
opposed the candidature of 
Sachin Pilot. The meeting 
could not take place. The 
high command was miffed 
with the development in 

MAN KILLS  
14-YEAR-OLD GIRL IN 
ASSAM AFTER RAPE 
ATTEMPT 
Sonitpur: Assam Police 
on Wednesday arrested 
a 44-year-old man for 
murdering and attempt-
ing to rape a 14-year-old 
minor girl in Assam’s 
Sonitpur district. Ac-
cording to police, the 
arrested person was 
identified as Hazarat Ali, 
a resident of Bhakuamari 
village under Dhekiajuli 
police station in Sonitpur 
district. Ali is a resident 
of the same village as 
the victim girl. Police 
officer Kishore Baruah of 
Dhekiajuli police station 
said that the incident oc-
curred at around 5:30 am 
on November 15 and po-
lice arrested the accused 
person on Wednesday. 

CONGRESS RELEASES 
FINAL LIST OF 37 
CANDIDATES IN 
GUJARAT 
Gandhinagar: The 
Congress on Wednesday 
released its final list of 37 
candidates for the Guja-
rat Assembly elections. 
The party has fielded 
former Chief Minister 
Shankersinh Vaghela’s 
son Mahendrasinh 
Vaghela from the Bayad 
constituency. With the 
final list, Congress has 
announced 179 candi-
dates for the polls to the 
182-member Gujarat 
Assembly. The party has 
given tickets to Ramesh 
Koli from Sanand, Chirag 
Arvindbhai Patel from 
Khambhat, Harshadbhai 
Ninama from Dahod 
(ST), Mahesh Patel from 
Palanpur, Shivabhai 
Bhuriya from Deodra and 

TOP OF THE DAY

As Jharkhand Chief Minis-
ter Hemant Soren faces ED 
summons today, the defiant 
leaders said alleged that the 
conspirators are hell-bent 
to overthrow the current 
government of the State be-
cause “they know that we will 
strengthen tribals so much 
that those coming from out-
side will be thrown out.” 
He further asked people to 
decide whether conspira-

tors should rule the State or 
tribals as he issued a warning 
that he will see all conspira-
tors one by one. He was ad-
dressing party workers after 
Bharatiya Janata Party leader 
and former Gandey MLA 
Jai Prakash Verma joined 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
(JMM). 
Addressing the party work-
ers here in Ranchi, the Chief 
Minister said that for 20 
years the State was in the 

Even as the last date to file 
an application along with a 
deposit seeking a ticket to 
contest 2023 assembly elec-
tions from the Congress par-
ty came to end on Monday, 
former chief minister Sid-
daramaiah is yet to make up 
his mind on choosing a con-
stituency given the drubbing 
he faced in the last elections 

from Chamundeshwari.
Siddaramaiah announced 

recently that he will not 
contest from Badami which 
he currently represents af-
ter winning with a slender 
margin against B Sriramulu 
setting him on a state-wide 
search for a safe seat.

Although KPCC president 
has extended the deadline 
now to receive the applica-
tions which will go before 
the screening committee, the 

fact that the Kuruba leader is 
undecided on a safe seat has 
left the party embarrassed.

The BJP took digs at Sid-
daramaiah with union par-
liamentary affairs minister 
Pralhad Joshi calling him 
a vagabond searching for a 
segment where he won’t be 
defeated.  The former chief 
minister and Lingayat 
strongman B.S. Yeddiyurap-
pa said Siddaramaiah’s in-
decisiveness is fear of losing. 

The JDS too hasn’t sparred 
Siddaramaiah with H.D. 
Kumaraswamy saying that 
either the JDS or BJP need 
not bother about Siddara-
maiah as his own partymen 
will ensure his defeat.

On Monday after unveiling 
the specially designed bus 
to travel the state, Siddara-
maiah visited Kolar along 
with his supporters to take 
the response from the local 

Accused in the gruesome Shraddha Walker 
murder case, Aaftab Ameen Poonawalla 
who was arrested recently had attempted 
to dupe the police of Delhi and Mumbai in 
the initial days of the investigation. 

Aaftab had tried to hide the murder of 
Shraddha by removing any physical evi-
dence, however, he had left the digital evi-
dence that the police traced to reach the 
truth of the case. When Delhi Police initi-
ated the investigation, Aaftab had told the 
police that Shraddha had left the house on 

22 May (Shraddha was killed on 18 May), 
after a fight. 

He said that she had only carried her 
phone with herself and had left her be-
longings in his flat. He claimed that she 
was unreachable and he had not come in 
contact with her since then, according to 
the police sources. 

However, the truth came to the fore when 
the police checked the phone call records of 
the couple and investigated their locations. 

The biggest breakthrough the police got 
was the bank statement of the couple’s 

Centre, in its affidavit filed 
in the Supreme Court, has 
defended its decision to de-
monetise Rs 500 and 1,000 
currency notes in 2016 as 
it said that it was a major 
step to fight the menace of 
fake currency notes, terror 
financing, black money and 
tax evasion. 

The central government, 

in its affidavit filed in the 
Supreme Court, said that 
it was a part of a larger 
strategy for combating the 
menace of fake money, ter-
ror financing, black money 
and tax evasion, but not 
confined to them alone. “It 
was an economic policy 
decision exercised in ac-
cordance with powers con-
ferred by an Act of the 
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Member of Parliament Kar-
tikeya Sharma on Wednes-
day said that media has a 
huge contribution in nation 
building. He said, “You can 
contribute your best in the 
development of the society 
through journalism, raise 
the voice of the needy and 

create a mandate by taking 
that voice to the common 
people.” 

The MP was addressing 
as the chief guest in the pro-
gramme, organized on the 
occasion of National Jour-
nalism Day at Manav Rach-
na International University. 

Kartikeya Sharma said 
that the media never had 

Capital Dialogue, a flagship 
programme organised by 
The Sunday Guardian Foun-
dation, on Wednesday here 

witnessed a brainstorming 
discussion with Union Min-
ister Dr Jitendra Singh. 

Singh talked about ump-
teen schemes that the BJP 
government has rolled out for 

the benefit of marginalised, 
poor and needy without any 
agenda, or without any poli-
tics of appeasing the party 
vote bank. He said, “The 

A five-year-old boy was killed 
when a Trinamool Congress 
MP’s SUV allegedly hit the 
boy on Wednesday afternoon. 
The incident happened when 
the MP Abu Taher Khan was 
travelling in West Bengal’s 
Murshidabad district. Police 
have arrested the car’s driver, 
Alamgir Mondol, and the ve-
hicle was also seized. 

The incident took place 
around 2pm when Khan, 

the MP from Murshidabad, 
was heading towards Baha-
rampore, the district head-
quarter, 40km away from 
his residence at Nowda. 

An officer of the Nowda 
police station said: “The child 
had come to the bank with his 
mother. While his mother 
was busy inside the bank, 
the child suddenly came out 
and was trying to run across 
the state highway.” 

The child suffered severe 

TRINAMOOL MP’S SUV MOWS DOWN 
5-YEAR-OLD BOY IN BENGAL 

UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
has given the go-ahead for 3,000 
visas for young professionals from 
India to work in the UK each year. 
The British government said India 

is the first visa-national country to 
benefit from such a scheme, high-
lighting the strength of the UK-India 
Migration and Mobility Partnership 
agreed last year.

“Today the UK-India Young Pro-

Delhi Police finds 
blood stains in 
Aaftab’s flat

Diving deeper into the in-
vestigation in the Shrad-
dha Walker murder case, 
Delhi Police has found 
blood stains in the kitchen 
of accused Aaftab Ameen 
Poonawalla’s flat in Delhi’s 
Chhatarpur. The blood 
samples have been sent for 

examination to ascertain 
whose blood it is. 

Meanwhile, Delhi Police 
has taken DNA samples 
of Shraddha’s father Vi-
kas Walker so that the 
dumped body parts and 
blood sample can be 
matched. According to 
top sources of Delhi Police, 
the DNA sample of Shrad-

dha’s father has been 
taken. About 10-13 bones 
have been recovered from 
the forest. They have been 
sent to the forensic lab to 
find out whether the bones 
belonged to Shraddha or 
those of an animal.

The probe to the grue-
some murder on Wednes-
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Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau had a heated exchange of 
words during their conversation on 
the sidelines of the G20 summit in 

Bali on Wednesday with the Chinese 
leader complaining about the me-
dia reporting about their commu-
nication, according to a video of the 
meeting posted by a Canada-based 
journalist. 
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Gujarat assembly polls

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) will do carpet bomb-
ing with public meetings 
of central ministers and 
state leaders across 89 con-
stituencies on 18 November. 
Central ministers, state lead-
ers, candidates for the As-
sembly elections and others 
campaigners will be hold-
ing public meetings across 
these constituencies to set 
the mood for the big Gujarat 
election.

Several Union Ministers 
including Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, Dharmen-
dra Pradhan, Smriti Irani 

among others will be hold-
ing “sabhas” or public meet-
ings across these constituen-
cies.

Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel and State party presi-
dent CR Patil will also be ad-
dressing a Sabha.

“Our party has big leaders 
not just at the national level 
alone but also at the state 
level and that is how the 
party goes into the election. 
We will go full throttle,” a 
source privy to the develop-
ment told ANI.

This massive show of 
strength will include rallies 
with a crowd of 3000 to 
5000 up to 20,000 at vari-
ous locations.

BJP plans carpet 
bombing across 89 
constituencies on 18 Nov 
TDG NETWORK
AHMEDABAD

The family of Aaftab 
Poonawalla, an accused 
in the Shraddha Walker 
murder case, has fled to 
an unknown location and 
is now untraceable, Man-
ikpur police (Palghar) said 
on Wednesday. 

According to the police, 
Aaftab’s family shifted 
to an unknown location 
without informing the 
police. “When the Man-
ikpur police took Aaftab’s 

statement after 
calling him to 
Vasai, Aaftab’s 
family shifted 
to an unknown 
place. Aaftab’s 
family is not in 

contact with Manikpur po-
lice either,” the police said. 

The victim in the case, 
Shraddha Walker’s family 
had registered a missing 
complaint about her in PS 
Manikpur. Later, Aaftab 
was called for questioning 
twice. “Aaftab stated that 
he and Shraddha don’t 
stay together anymore,” 
the sources said. 

The police sources said 
that the family shifted with-
out the knowledge of the 
police because they had an 
idea of the son’s activities. 

“That’s why they shifted 
in haste without informing 
the police. Aaftab also came 
home at the time of shifting. 
Aaftab collected some of his 
belongings from the house. 
The family shifted only af-
ter the first summons is-
sued by the Manikpur po-
lice,” the sources said. 

aaftab’s family flees to 
unknown location, 
now untraceable
TDG NETWORK
MuMBAi

On the sidelines of G20 summit, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday held bilateral talks with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron and also his Australian counterpart 
Anthony Albanese. 

With his meeting with the French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, the two leaders had “fruitful deliberations” on various 
issues, Prime Minister’s Office said in a tweet. PM Modi and 
French President Macron discussed how the two nations can 
strengthen defence ties and boost sustainable growth. 

Sharing details regarding Modi’s meeting with Macron, 
Prime Minister’s Office tweeted, “PM @narendramodi and 
President @EmmanuelMacron held talks at the @g20org 
Summit in Bali. They had fruitful deliberations on a variety 
of subjects. The two leaders discussed how to enhance de-
fence ties, further sustainable growth and increase economic 
cooperation.”

Australian counterpart Anthony Albanese reiterated his 
stand for a shared and peaceful Indo-Pacific region amid 
Chinese assertiveness. 

“The Leaders exchanged views on regional and global is-
sues of mutual interest, which included their shared vision 
for a stable and peaceful Indo-Pacific Region, climate-related 
matters and India’s G20 Presidency,” read Prime Minister’s 
Office press release. 

“PM @narendramodi had a meeting with PM Anthony 
Albanese of Australia, on the sidelines of the G-20 Summit, 
in Bali. They reviewed the progress made in deepening co-
operation across a diverse range of sectors as well as regional 
and global issues of mutual interest. @AlboMP,” tweeted the 
Office of the Prime Minister of India. 

Both leaders expressed satisfaction at the excellent state of 
relations between the two countries under the Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership and the high level of interactions 
occurring regularly between India and Australia. 

A meeting between PM Modi and German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz also took place on the sidelines. During the meeting, 
the two leaders discussed different topics to strengthen ties 
between India and Germany in various sectors, including 
trade, finance and security. 

Prime Minister’s Office tweeted, “A fruitful meeting be-
tween PM @narendramodi and Chancellor Scholz was held 
on the sidelines of the G-20 Summit in Bali. The talks cov-
ered different subjects aimed at furthering India-Germany 
friendship, particularly in key areas such as trade, finance 
and security. @Bundeskanzler.” According to the state-
ment released by the Ministry of External Affairs, it was the 
third meeting between the two leaders this year. The state-
ment further said that Modi and Scholz discussed bilateral 
cooperation between India and Germany, which entered 
a new phase with the signing of the partnership on Green 
and Sustainable Development by the PM and Chancel-
lor during the Inter-Governmental Consultations (IGC). 

At its upcoming G20 
presidency, India 
will focus on bridg-

ing the digital divide, espe-
cially in the developing coun-
tries and ensuring digital 
access is truly inclusive and 
the use of digital technology 
is really widespread, Prime 
Minister said on Wednesday. 
Addressing a session on digi-
tal transformation at the G20 
Summit in Bali, PM Modi 
urged other G20 leaders to 
pledge that they will work 
together and that in the next 
decade bring about a digital 
transformation in the life of 
every human being, so that 
no person in the world will 
be deprived of the benefits of 
digital technology. 

During its G-20 Presidency 
next year, PM Modi said, In-
dia will work jointly with 
G-20 partners towards this 
objective. The principle of 
“Data for development” will 
be an integral part of the over-
all theme of our Presidency 
“One Earth, One Family, One 
Future”, he said. 

“In India, we are making 
digital access public, but at 
the international level, there 
is still a huge digital divide. 
Citizens of most developing 
countries of the world do not 
have any kind of digital iden-
tity. Only 50 countries have 
digital payment systems,” PM 
Modi said. 

“Can we take a pledge to-
gether that in the next ten 
years we will bring digital 
transformation in the life of 
every human being, so that 

no person in the world will 
be deprived of the benefits of 
digital technology,” he said. 

The prime minister de-
scribed Digital transforma-
tion is the most remarkable 
change of our era and stated 
that the proper use of digital 
technologies can become 

a force multiplier in the 
decades-long global fight 
against poverty. 

“Digital solutions can also 
be helpful in the fight against 
climate change - as we all saw 
in the examples of remote-
working and paperless 
green offices during Covid. 

But these benefits will be re-
alized only when the digital 
access is truly inclusive and 
when the use of digital tech-
nology is really widespread,” 
he said. 

“Unfortunately, till now 
we have seen this powerful 
tool only from the criteria 
of simple business, keeping 
this power tied in the ledgers 
of profit and loss,” he said. 
PM Modi said that it is the re-
sponsibility of us G-20 lead-
ers that the benefits of digital 
transformation should not be 
confined to a small part of the 
human race. 

India’s experience of the 
past few years has shown 
us that if we make digital 
architecture inclusive, it can 
bring about socio-economic 
transformation. Digital use 
can bring scale and speed. 

brinGinG world toGether 

india’s G20 presidency to focus on 
bridGinG Global diGital divide: pm
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing at the G-20 Summit 
in Bali, Session III: Digital Transformation, on Wednesday.

A school child was bitten by a dog inside a housing society 
elevator in Uttar Pradesh’s Greater Noida. 

This is the second incident in about two months of a dog 
biting a child in the lift in Uttar Pradesh’s national capital re-
gion. A schoolboy was bitten by a dog inside a housing society 
elevator in Ghaziabad in September. The latest incident was 
captured by closed-circuit television (CCTV) camera installed 
inside the elevator. It happened in the lift of La Residentia 
Society’s tower seven which falls under the jurisdiction of 
Bisrakh police station.

The incident occurred when the child was in the lift for go-
ing to this school. The dog bit on his hand. As a result, he 
sustained injuries and was administered four injections. 

The residents of the society are scared a lot after the dog 
bite incident. 

Talking to the news agency, the child’s mother said 
that pet dogs should not be brought near small chil-
dren to avoid recurrence of such incidents in future. 
Stray dogs should not be allowed to enter into societies, she 
added. 

Earlier in Ghaziabad on September, a school boy was bitten 
by a dog inside a housing society elevator even as the animal’s 
owner appeared to be a mute spectator, following which the 
Ghaziabad police registered a case. 

The incident had happened in Rajnagar Extension’s Charms 
Castle when the boy, with a schoolbag on his shoulder, was 
bitten by the dog inside the lift of the high-rise residential 
building. The video of the incident went viral on social media. 

The boy’s parents had approached Nandigram Police Sta-
tion where a complaint under IPC section 289 (negligent 
conduct with respect to animals) of IPC was registered. 
The incident was caught on a CCTV camera installed inside 
the elevator of the residential complex. The video shows the 
boy being attacked by the dog with its leash in the woman’s 
hand. 

When she walked out of the lift, the dog again leaped upon 
the child but was pulled away by the woman. 

“In the viral video from Charms Castle in Rajnagar Exten-
sion, a boy was attacked by a dog and the woman stood in her 
place holding the leash. A complaint has been lodged by the 
boy’s father and the investigation is still underway,” Circle 
Officer Alok Dubey had said.

Gated community livinG 

pet doG bites child in society’s 
lift, second incident in two 
months in ncr 

Narendra Modi with Emmanuel Macron at the G20 Summit in 
Bali on Wednesday.

G20 sidelines 

Bilateral meetings 
with world 
powers aim at 
deepening ties 

Fight over household items before 
Shraddha’s murder: Aaftab reveals

Aaftab Poonawala told po-
lice that before the murder 
there was a fight between 
the couple over the shifting 
of household items from 
Mumbai. 

Police investigation re-
vealed that the couple had 
a fight on 18 May during 
which Aaftab killed Shrad-
dha. Delhi Police sources 
said the 18 May quarrel was 
not the first time, Aaftab 
and Shraddha were fight-
ing for three years. 

“On 18 May, there was a 
fight between the two re-
garding bringing house-
hold items from Mumbai. 
They used to fight over 
who would bear the house-
hold expenses and bring 
items. Aaftab got very an-
gry about this. The quar-
rel started around 8 pm on 
May 18 when Aaftab stran-

gled Shraddha to death. He 
kept her body in the room 
overnight and went to buy 
a knife and refrigerator the 
next day,” sources told the 
news agency. 

“A lot of work has to be 
done. The weapon, Shrad-
dha’s head and mobile 
phone are yet to be traced. 
The clothes worn by Aaftab 
and Shraddha on the day of 

the murder have not been 
found. These clothes were 
thrown in a garbage-mov-
ing vehicle,” 
sources said. 

Delhi Po-
lice recov-
ered a bag 
of Shraddha 
in Aftab’s 
house, which has her be-
longings.

loss of life

Eight feared dead, several others 
injured in Kishtwar accident

A tragic road accident in 
the Marwah area of District 
Kishtwar killed eight pas-
sengers and injured several 
others. According to reports, 
on Wednesday, an overload-
ed Tata Sumo collided with a 
deep gorge while travelling 
to the Rachael area of Mar-
wah in the Kishtwar district.

Deputy Commissioner 
Kishtwar Devansh Yadav 
said “that a passenger ve-
hicle fell into a nallah near 
Rachal this evening. He said 
that in the incident, at least 
eight people, including four 
women, are feared dead even 
as a rescue operation has 
been launched.”

He further added that 
teams of police, army, and 

health officials were pres-
ent on the spot for a rescue 
operation.

Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha, Union Minister Dr. 
Jitender Singh, and Gulam 
Nabi Azad condoled the 
incident. Manoj Sinha also 
directed the district authori-
ties to provide all necessary 
assistance.

“Anguished to learn about 
the loss of lives in a road acci-
dent in Kishtwar. My heart-
felt condolences go out to the 
bereaved families. Directed 
district administration to 
provide all necessary assis-
tance,” the J&K L-G tweeted 
on Wednesday.

Union Minister Dr Jitender 
Singh tweeted, “Just now 
spoke to DC #Kishtwar Dr 
Devansh Yadav after receiv-

ing the news of an unfortu-
nate Tata Sumo road acci-
dent in the Marwah area. 8 
people died on the spot, and 
rescue efforts are underway 
to recover the remaining vic-
tims. All possible assistance 
would be provided, and ad-
ditional assistance would be 
made available as needed. 
My sincere condolences to 
bereaved families”

Former Chief Minister 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
Kashmi, who floated his 
new party, also condoled 
the incident and tweeted, “I 
am shocked and saddened to 
hear about the road accident 
at Alasyar Road, Marwah, 
Kishtwar District, J&K, in 
which 8 people (including 
4 women) lost their lives. 
May the departed souls rest 
in peace." 
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chanGe of 
plan?
the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
will reach Madhya 
Pradesh›s Burhanpur 
district on 20 Novem-
ber after traversing 
six states. Accord-
ing to sources, rahul 
Gandhi is scheduled 
to visit two Jyotirlinga 
temples: omkareshwar 
in Khandwa and ujjain›s 
Mahakaleshwar. After 
the recent review meet-
ing held at the party›s 
war room in the national 
capital, sources within 
Congress have hinted 
that the ongoing Bharat 
Jodo Yatra may witness 
some changes. Having 
witnessed a massive and 
immense response to its 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, the 
party is now planning 
for another such mass 
outreach program, most 
likely from Gujarat to 
west Bengal next year. 
the yatra, which started 
from Kanyakumari in 
tamil Nadu on 7 septem-
ber, has so far covered 
28 districts across six 
states. it entered Deglur 
in Maharashtra on 7 No-
vember and has till now 
covered Nanded and Hin-
goli districts in the state. 
it will pass through 12 
states before culminating 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
in January after covering 
a distance of 3,570 km 
over nearly 150 days.

all eyes on 
Shivpal 
will shivpal Yadav, who 
has stayed away from 
the Mainpuri by-election 
until now, campaign 
for Dimple Yadav? this 
question is still a topic 
of discussion in politi-
cal circles. Notably, the 
father-son duo of shivpal 
singh Yadav and Aditya 
Yadav were not present 
when Dimple Yadav filed 
her nomination papers. 
while shivpal›s name 
was missing from the list 
of sP›s star campaign-
ers in the rampur and 
Azamgarh lok sabha 
by-polls held on 23 June, 
Akhilesh Yadav surprised 
everyone by including 
shivpal›s name in the list 
of star campaigners. on 
November 10, the party 
announced Akhilesh 
Yadav›s wife Dimple 
Yadav›s candidacy for 
the Mainpuri parliamen-
tary seat, which became 
vacant after Mulayam 
singh Yadav›s death. 

conGress 
dilemma in 
Gujarat
the Congress is seeking 
to gauge its power in 
Gujarat, where the BJP 
has been in power for 
27 years. Gujarat, which 
is the home state of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, is all set to see 
a triangular electoral 
contest between the BJP, 
Congress, and AAP.  
However, the Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) 
announced that its chief, 
sharad Pawar, along with 
other senior leaders, will 
lead the party’s campaign 
for the upcoming Gujarat 
Assembly elections on 1 
and 5 December. 

ON THE RADAR

Rahil NoRa ChopRa

Police taking Aaftab to custody. FILE PHOTO
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The Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) in the national capital 
on Tuesday arrested three 
persons for allegedly accept-
ing a bribe in exchange for a 
ticket for the MCD elections 
that are slated to be held on 
4 December.

The Anti-Corruption 
Bureau had arrested one 
Om Singh, who has been 
reported to be the brother-
in-law of the Model Town 
MLA Akhilesh Pati Tripa-
thi and his associates Shiv 
Shankar Pandey alias Vishal 
Pandey (Tripathi’s Personal 
Assistant) and Prince Ra-
ghuvanshi after an Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) worker 
Gopal Khari accused them 
of demanding and accept-
ing a bribe for providing an 

election ticket for the MCD 
elections for his wife. The ac-
cused persons have been ar-
rested under sections 7 and 
13 of the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act and section 171 
(E) of the Indian Penal Code.

The police informed that 
the complainant Gopal 
Khari approached ACB on 
Monday with the grievance 
that he met with Akhilesh 
Pati Tripathi with the re-
quest to secure the ticket for 
AAP Councilor from ward 
number 69 of Kamla Nagar 
for his wife Shobha Khari.

The complainant has al-
leged that the accused per-
sons demanded Rs 90 lakh 
for the same and he had 
already paid Rs 35 lakh to 
Tripathi and Rs 20 lakh to 
Wazirpur MLA Rajesh Gup-
ta, while the remaining Rs 35 
lakh was to be paid after re-

ceiving the ticket, the police 
said. Khari added that later, 
he could not find his wife’s 
name in the November 12 
released list of candidates, 

says the police.
According to the police, 

Gopal Khari in his complaint 
mentioned that Om Singh 
had contacted him after the 

AAP’s list of candidates for 
MCD elections was released 
on November 12 and prom-
ised to provide him with an 
election ticket in the next 
elections. He also offered to 
return the bribe money he 
had already taken, the com-
plainant added.

Khari had also submitted 
audio and video recordings 
of the alleged deals made 
during the bribe payment, 
which are being scanned by 
the police team.

The team of Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau laid a trap at 
the residence of Khari and 
caught the trio red-handedly. 
According to the police, the 
accused persons had come to 
return the bribe amount on 
the behalf of Model Town 
MLA.

As per the police, they have 
seized the said amount.

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah said on 
Wednesday that he 

had come to the state with its 
next chief minister.

“Today with me is the next 
Chief Minister of Gujarat af-
ter the election,” Amit Shah 
said while addressing a pub-
lic gathering in Gujarat’s 
Ahmedabad along with its 
Chief Minister, Bhupendra 
Patel. Shah confidently ex-
uded the fact that he was ac-
companied by the next CM 
during the public address 
made hours before the lat-
ter was scheduled to file his 
nomination for the upcoming 
Gujarat Assembly elections.

Earlier on Tuesday, Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 

Singh expressed confidence 
that the BJP will form gov-
ernment in the Assembly 
elections, which will be held 
in two phases in early De-
cember, and predicted that 
the party will “break all re-
cords and win with the most 
seats.”

Shah, during his conversa-
tion with media persons on 

Tuesday, hailed the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Chief Minis-
ter Bhupendra Patel and said 
that they are giving pace to 
the developmental work in 
the state.

The home minister also 
mentioned the law and order 
situation and said that it has 
improved in the state.

“The leadership of PM 
Modi and CM Patel is giving 
pace to development work. 
Gujarat’s law and order situ-
ation has improved, and the 
state’s economy has grown. 
PM Modi’s development 
model for Dalits, tribals, and 

the OBC community of Gu-
jarat is being followed by CM 
Patel,” he said on November 
15.

Shah in his address also 
mentioned the communal 
riots in the state from 1985 
to 1995.”

AHEAD OF POLLS

BHuPEnDrA PAtEL nExt CM OF 
GujArAt: AMit SHAH in AHMEDABAD
TDG NETWORK
AHMEDABAD
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Tripura Chief Minister Man-
ik Saha inaugurated a sub-di-
visional hospital in Karbook 
on Wednesday.

On Wednesday, the Ram-
kumar Naruiha Community 
Health Center in Karbook 
was upgraded to a 50-bed 
subdivision hospital. "Our 
mission is to build a better 
Tripura, a healthier Tripura, 
under the guidance of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi," 
said Chief Minister Saha.

Earlier on Wednesday, 
Saha inaugurated the newly 
constructed building of Ko-
rbuk Panjiham Higher Sec-
ondary School.

"Education must be inclu-
sive and empower future 

generations. I am delighted 
to inaugurate the newly con-
structed two-storied building 
of Korbuk Panjiham Higher 
Secondary School today. I 
wish all the students study-
ing in this building a bright 
future," tweeted the chief 
minister in Bengali.

Further Tripura Chief 
Minister inaugurated a 
1,000-tonne capacity rice go-
down and a Farmers Knowl-
edge Center at Ganda Twisa 
on Wednesday.

Chief Minister Saha said a 
large number of farmers are 
expected to be benefited from 
this godown. 

\The livelihood of a large 
section of the population in 
Tripura depends on farming 
and the majority of them cul-
tivate paddy.

Observing that nobody 
should stop feeding stray 
dogs as they may become 
aggressive, the Supreme 
Court, in an interim order on 
Wednesday, stayed certain 
observations of the Bombay 
High Court in which it was 
said that those who are in-
terested in feeding stray dogs 
should “formally adopt” 

them and directed that no 
nuisance must be created by 
people while feeding them.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv 
Khanna and JK Maheshwari 
sought a response from the 
Nagpur Municipal Corpora-
tion (NMC) and the Animal 
Welfare Board on a plea 
against the Bombay High 
Court order over guidelines 
on stray dog feedings. The 
court stayed the Bombay 
High Court’s observation 

that people who want to feed 
dogs must adopt them until 
the next hearing date.

The top court, while hear-
ing the matter, passed vari-
ous remarks, including one 
asking whether street dogs 
have any residence to live in. 
The court said, “Where do 
street dogs live, and do the 
canines have any residences 
to live in?”

The Supreme Court further 
expressed concern about 

keeping the street dogs in 
captivity and said that they 
are not meant to be kept in 
captivity. The court also said 
that one cannot insist that 
people who feed dogs must 
adopt them. In an interim 
order, the court directed the 
Nagpur Municipal Corpora-
tion to ensure and take steps 
for the general public to feed 
the street dogs at the appro-
priate locations identified 
and demarcated by them. 

New Delhi’s air quality fur-
ther improved on Wednesday 
to the “moderate” category. 
According to the System of 
Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research 
(SAFAR), the overall Air 
Quality Index (AQI) in Delhi 
stood at 176 this morning. The 
national capital’s air pollution 
level fell from “very poor” to 
“poor” on Tuesday, with an 
AQI of 221.

The Air Quality Index is a 
tool for effectively communi-
cating the status of air quality 
to people in simple terms.It 
transforms complex air qual-
ity data of various pollutants 
into a single number (index 

value), nomenclature, and 
colour.

The Air Quality Index from 
0 to 100 is considered good, 
while from 100 to 200 it is 
moderate, from 200 to 300 
it is poor, from 300 to 400 
it is said to be very poor, and 
from 400 to 500 or above it 
is considered severe.

Delhi’s air quality improved 
due to the decline in farm fires 
in its neighbouring states. Ac-
cording to SAFAR, farm fires 
in Delhi’s PM 2.5 pollution 
dropped to 3% on Tuesday.

In view of the improve-
ment in the overall air qual-
ity of the Delhi-NCR seen in 
the past few days, Stage III of 
the Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) was revoked in 
the entire NCR on Monday.

The Congress party an-
nounced its nominations for 
assembly by-elections in two 
states, Chhattisgarh and Raj-
asthan, on Wednesday.

According to a letter signed 
by the General Secretary in 
Charge of the Congress Cen-
tral Election Committee, 
the party has fielded Savitri 
Mandavi from Bhanuprata-
ppur in Chhattisgarh and 
Anil Kumar Sharma from 
Sardarshahar in Rajasthan. 
Earlier on 5 November, the 
ECI announced the dates of 
by-elections for the vacant 
parliamentary and assembly 

constituencies in five states.
The polling for the by-polls 

will take place on 5 Decem-
ber, and the votes will be 
counted on December 8.

By-elections will also be 
held in Odisha’s Padampur, 
Rajasthan’s Sardarshahar, 
Bihar’s Kurhani, Chhattis-
garh’s Bhanupratappur (ST), 
and Uttar Pradesh’s Ram-
pur, from which Samajwadi 
Party MLA Azam Khan was 
disqualified after a court sen-
tenced him to three years in 
jail in a hate speech case last 
month.

Five seats are up for grabs 
in four different states, Raj-
asthan, Uttar Pradesh, Chat-
tisgarh, and Bihar. 

With an aim to provide 
support for a robust and 
well-connected ecosystem, 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai released 
the “Karnataka Research 

Development and Innova-
tion Policy” on Wednesday, 
which has the focal objective 
of financing the infrastruc-
ture and institutions.

The policy, which was re-
leased during the inaugural 
session of the Bengaluru 
Tech Summit (BTS 22), in-

tends easy access to a skilled 
talent base, grassroots inno-
vators, and support for uni-
versity-based cutting-edge 
research, as well as research-
ing enterprises for coopera-
tion between industry and 
science and for innovative 
business startups. 

To foster the state’s reli-
gious potential and also es-
tablish the state as the hub 
of religious and spiritual 

tourism in the country, the 
Uttar Pradesh Cabinet on 
Wednesday gave approval 
to the New Tourism Policy.

The state, under the policy, 
will develop separate reli-
gious circuits. As per the 

vision, the places associated 
with Lord Rama will be de-
veloped as the Ramayana 
Circuit and the religious 
places associated with Lord 
Krishna as the Krishna Cir-
cuit.

FOr tHE PEOPLE

MAn AnD DOG

BrEAtHE ASSEMBLy By-ELECtiOnSBtS 22

nEw tOuriSM POLiCy

triPurA CM MAnik 
SAHA inAuGurAtES 
HOSPitAL in kArBOOk

SC StAyS BOMBAy HC OBSErvAtiOnS PrOHiBitinG 
FEEDinG OF StrEEt DOGS

DELHi’S AQi iMPrOvES tO 
‘MODErAtE’ CAtEGOry 

COnGrESS nOMinAtES 
CAnDiDAtES FOr 
CHHAttiSGArH, rAjAStHAn

Karnataka comes out with Research 
Development and Innovation Policy

UP govt to build Ramayana, 
Mahabharata circuits 

Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel files his nomination for the Gujarat 
Assembly elections in presence of Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, in Ahmedabad on Wednesday.

BriBEry

3 arrested by ACB while allegedly taking bribe 
to provide election ticket for MCD polls

AAP vS BjP

AAP accuses BJP of forcing 
its Gujarat candidate to 
withdraw papers after 
'kidnapping' him

Senior AAP leader and Del-
hi’s deputy chief minister 
Manish Sisodia on Wednes-
day levelled serious allega-
tions against the ruling BJP 
for the forcible withdrawal of 
the papers of his party’s Su-
rat East candidate in Gujarat 
after kidnapping him.

Sisodia, accompanied by 
his supporters, later reached 
the office of the Election 
Commission of India (ECI), 
“Nirvachan Sadan,” on 
Ashoka Road in New Delhi, 
demanding action in this re-
gard. Sisodia claimed in a se-
ries of Hindi tweets that “BJP 
goons in Gujarat kidnapped 
AAP Surat East candidate 
Kanchan Jariwala and then 
forced him to withdraw his 

nomination after putting po-
lice pressure on him.”

“What is the fun of holding 
elections in such a situation?” 
he questioned.

In another tweet, he al-
leged, “BJP is murdering 
democracy by kidnapping 
AAP’s Gujarat candidates 
and forcibly withdrawing 
their nominations. I have 
come to appeal against it at 
the Election Commission of 
India office.”

Speaking to the media out-
side the ECI office, Sisodia 
urged the chief election com-
missioner (CEC) to provide 
time to meet him as this was 
an emergency situation.

In another tweet, Delhi’s 
deputy chief minister said, 
“The candidate was kid-
napped. His nomination was 
withdrawn at gunpoint.”

top of the day

DCGi CHiEF’S tErM 
ExtEnDED By  
3 MOntHS
nEw DElHi: The tenure 
of Dr V.G. Somani as the 
Drugs Controller General 
of india (DCGi) has been 
extended by three months 
for the second time, ac-
cording to an order issued 
by the Union Health Minis-
try. Earlier, Dr V G Somani 
had got an extension in the 
month of August 2022. The 
extension will come into 
effect from 16 november. 
According to the official 
order, “The competent 
authority has concurred 
approval for Dr VG Somani 
to continue to hold the 
charge of the post of 
Drugs Controller General 
of india under FR 49(v) for 
a further period of three 
months w.e.f 16.11.2022 or 
until further order which-
ever is earlier.” 

nArCOtiCS 
BurEAu 
intErCEPtS 
truCk CArryinG 
95 PACkEtS OPiuM 
nEw DElHi: The officers 
of the Central Bureau of 
narcotics (CBn) in con-
tinuance of an Anti-Drug 
operation intercepted a 
truck carrying opium, and 
informed the customs 
officilas on wednesday. As 
per the customs officials, 
the CBn officers seized 95 
packets of Opium weigh-
ing 102.910 Kg on Tuesday. 
According to the customs, 
an Ashok leyland Trawler 
(22-wheeler) at Rajadhok 
Toll Plaza, Jaipur-Agra 
Highway, Jaipur (Raj.) was 
intercepted and is one of 
the biggest seizures of 
Opium made by CBn in 
the recent past.

BAiLABLE 
wArrAnt 
AGAinSt witnESS 
in 2008 MALEGAOn 
BLASt CASE
MUMBAi: A Special na-
tional investigation Agency 
(niA) court while hear-
ing the 2008 Malegaon 
blast case on wednesday 
issued a bailable warrant 
against a witness who 
failed to appear despite 
being summoned twice 
for recording his state-
ment. The witness was in 
the Maharashtra Anti-
Terror Squad team which 
investigated the blast 
case initially. According 
to the sources related to 
the case, the said witness 
is not keeping well for 
around a year and so he is 
not coming for recording 
his statement. However, 
the witness conveyed that 
he would come for record-
ing his statement once he 
gets well.

85tH SriBAGH 
PACt DAy
AnDHRA PRADESH: 
The 85th anniversary of 
the Sribagh Pact was 
celebrated across Andhra 
Pradesh with full vigour 
on wednesday. Vari-
ous programmes were 
held throughout the day, 
mainly across 10 districts 
of the state, to propagate 
the necessity and es-
sence of decentralisation. 
Along with JAC members 
established for three 
capitals, YSRCP MlAs 
and MPs from Kur-
nool, Kadapa, Annamayya, 
nandyala, Anantapur, 
Tirupati, Sri Sathya Sai, 
Chittoor, Prakasam, and 
nellore districts actively 
gathered at their respec-
tive district and mandal 
headquarters.
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in tHE COurtS
SC DECliNES TO aDjOuRN 
hEaRiNG Of plEaS 
aGaiNST jalliKaTTu
nEw DElHi: The Supreme Court on 
wednesday declined to adjourn a batch 
of petitions challenging the laws of the 
Tamil nadu and Maharashtra govern-
ments that allow bull-taming sport 
‘Jallikattu’ and bullock cart races.

A bench headed by Justice KM Joseph re-
fused to adjourn the matter when counsel 
appearing for Tamil nadu urged it to hear 
the matter after the winter break of the Su-
preme Court as a compilation in the case 
has to be filed. “Jallikattu is in January, we 
will not adjourn it,” said Justice Joseph.

KaThua GaNG RapE CaSE: 
SC ORDERS aCCuSED TO 
bE TRiED aS aDulT
nEw DElHi: in a recent development the 
Supreme Court ordered that the accused 
in the Kathua rape case would be tried as 
an adult and not as a minor offender.

The court order came on the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration’s plea challeng-
ing its High Court order dated October 11, 
2019. Jammu and Kashmir High Court on 
October 11, 2019, dismissed the plea chal-
lenging order passed by the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate of Kathua on March 27, 2018, 
declaring to treat the accused in this case 
as a juvenile under the Act of 2013. 

BHuPEnDrA PAtEL FiLES nOMinAtiOn 
FrOM GHAtLODyA COnStituEnCy
AHMEDABAD: Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Ghatlodya 
constituency candidate Bhupendra Patel on wednesday 
filed his nomination for the upcoming assembly elections 
in Gujarat.

Bhupendra Patel, the current Chief Minister of Gujarat, 
filed his nomination in the presence of Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah. Before filing the nominations, Shah 
and Patel held a roadshow in the Ghatlodya constituency. 
Also, they addressed a public rally here prior to the inau-
guration of the chief minister’s election office here.

in his address to the public in Ahmedabad, Amit Shah 
confidently termed Bhupendra Patel as the state’s next 
chief minister.

tHiS PrOvES tiCkEtS ArE nOt SOLD in 
AAP: SiSODiA On ArrEStS
nEw DElHi: The Aam Aadmi Party leader and Delhi’s 
Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia on wednesday said 
that the recent arrests by the Anti-Corruption Bureau 
“prove” that AAP does not sell tickets. “Even if someone 
is paying money for a ticket and someone else is taking it, 
tickets are not sold in AAP. This is what this sequence of 
events has proven. Someone paid money for a ticket and 
someone took it as well, but none was actually sold, this 
proves that the tickets are not sold in AAP,” party leader 
Manish Sisodia said addressing the media persons in the 
national capital. while making the remarks above, the 
Delhi Deputy CM exuded confidence for its victory in the 
upcoming MCD elections slated to be held on 4 December. 
“The BJP in Delhi is aware that it is losing and AAP is win-
ning the MCD elections. it is everywhere that AAP will win 
the MCD polls with the absolute majority,” he asserted.
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BODY OF US 
NATIONAL 
FOUND NEAR 
DHAULADHAR 
RANGE FOUND
DHARAMSHALA: The 
body of US national 
Maximillian Lorenzo, 
who went missing 
during trekking in the 
Dhauladhar range near 
Dharamshala, has been 
found by the police and 
rescue team. A search 
operation was launched 
after US national Lorenzo 
(32) went missing during 
trekking in the Dhaulad-
har mountain range near 
Dharamshala on Novem-
ber 10. "We got informa-
tion regarding his going 
missing on November 
10. The ongoing search 
operation was launched 
on November 11," Kangra 
Superintendent of Police 
Kushal Sharma said.

HARYANA 
OBSERVES 
THREE-DAY STATE 
MOURNING
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Government is observ-
ing three days of state 
mourning throughout the 
state till November 16 as 
a mark of respect to the 
Sh. Dhanik Lal Mandal, 
Former Governor of 
Haryana passed away at 
Chandigarh. Sh. Dhanik 
Lal Mandal served as 
the State Governor from 
1990 to 1995. He was 90 
years old. Sharing more 
details in this regard an 
official spokesperson said 
that a letter in this regard 
has been issued to all the 
Divisional and Deputy 
Commissioners and 
Inspectors General of the 
Police Range in Haryana.

HIGHER REACHES 
OF HIMACHAL 
MAY RECEIVE 
SNOWFALL
SHIMLA: India Me-
teorological Department 
(IMD) has forecast rain 
and snowfall in higher 
reaches of Himachal 
Pradesh for November 
19 and 20. "The weather 
is clear for the next 48 
hours but after that fresh 
western disturbance is 
expected and on the 19th 
and 20th there would be 
fresh snowfall on higher 
reaches. The tempera-
tures, both maximum and 
minimum, have dropped 
but they will drop more 
in days to come," said 
Surender Paul, Head, 
Meteorological Centre, 
India Meteorological 
Department, Himachal 
Pradesh.

HP HIGH COURT 
ORDERS STRICT 
MONITORING OF 
ATTENDANCE OF 
OFFICIALS
SHIMLA: Himachal 
Pradesh High Court on 
Wednesday, directed the 
Chief Secretary to the 
government, to issue 
necessary directions 
to all the departments, 
Boards and Corporations 
of the state government, 
regarding the monitoring 
of attendance of all the 
employees. Based on the 
notice, the biometric sys-
tems in the offices have 
been operational. Accord-
ing to a release, a Division 
Bench, passed this order 
on an Execution Petition 
wherein attendance of 
official from the office 
of Directorate of Higher 
Education, Shimla, 
was required.

TOP OF THE DAY
RAHUL GANDHI REMARK

Should buy napkins 
before HP results: 
Baghel hits back

Chattisgarh Chief Minister 
Bhupesh Baghel on Tues-
day responded to Union 
Minister Anurag Thakur's 
remark on Rahul Gandhi, 
saying he should buy nap-
kins as he would need then 
once the results of the Hi-
machal Pradesh Assembly 
elections are declared.

The polling for the BJP-
ruled hill state was con-
ducted on November 12 
and the counting of votes 
would take, along with 
that of poll-bound Gujarat, 
on December 8. Thakur, 
the Union minister for 
sports and youth affairs, 
had earlier questioned 
Rahul for keeping Him-
achal Pradesh away from 
his ongoing 'Bharat Jodo' 
campaign.

While Rahul's sister 
and Congress general 
secretary Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra campaigned 
in Himachal ahead of the 
Assembly elections, the 
Congress Lok Sabha MP 
was conspicuous by his 
absence.

On the BJP's decision 
not to repeat many sit-

ting MLAs in Gujarat 
and bring in fresh faces 
instead, Baghel told ANI, 
"Even I have been telling 
my party MLAs in Chhat-
tisgarh that they won't 
get tickets for the next As-
sembly polls. Some raised 
a hue and cry over it and 
even tried to mobilise sup-
port. However, nothing is 
going to come out of it as I 
am determined not to give 
them tickets."

On bringing petrol and 
diesel prices within the 
ambit of the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST), the 
Chhattisgarh chief min-
ister said, "Firstly, petrol 
and diesel prices should 
be reduced to give the un-
real public some respite. 
However, instead of reduc-
ing the prices, the central 
government has imposed 
a cess on petrol and diesel 
because of which states 
are not getting their right 
share of revenue from 
GST. If the fuel prices are 
reduced, everyone will 
be happy. However, what 
we are seeing instead is 
that the global crude rate 
is coming down but fuel 
prices in the country are 
going up."

UNSCIENTIFIC DUMPING

Jhuriwala: NGT imposes Rs 10 crore 
fine on two municipal corporations

National Green Tribunal 
imposed Rs 10 crore com-
pensation on two Municipal 
Corporations: Rs 9 crore 
for Panchkula Municipal 
Corporation and Rs 1 crore 
Kalka Municipal Corpora-
tion for unscientific dump-
ing of waste at Jhuriwala in 
Panchkula on Tuesday. 

The counsel, Gaurav Kumar 
Bansal told the TDG that the 
NGT determines compen-
sation at Rs 10 crores. Rs.9 
crore has to be deposited by 
the Municipal Corporation of 
Panchkula and Rs 1 crore on 
Municipal Council of Kalka. 
This amount is being fixed 
in view of calculation of the 
Regional Officer, State PCB, 
Panchkula dated 17.08.2022 
(Annexure-14 to the report) 

and also the rate applied in 
other such cases i.e. Rs 300 
per metric tonne with re-
maining amount to cover 
other violations. The amount 
may be deposited within one 
month with the District Mag-
istrate.

The Joint Committee, con-
stituted by the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) in a case 
related to the unscientific 

dumping of waste at Jhuri-
wala in Panchkula, has stated 
the site is “not suitable for the 
establishment of municipal 
solid waste facility (MSWF)”.

The panel — comprising of 
Regional Officer, Panchkula, 
Haryana State Pollution 
Control Board (HSPCB); Di-
visional Forest Officer, For-
est Department; and Deputy 
Commissioner, Panchkula 

— in its submission before 
the NGT said that the area of 
the site also receives natural 
water channels from nearby 
undulating watershed hav-
ing rich forests of the wildlife 
sanctuary, and a natural drain 
passes through the site and 
civic waste is being dumped 
into it. 

“It was observed the leach-
ate coming out of the site is 
mixing with the stormwater 
of the natural drain and lead-
ing to the Ghaggar,” said the 
report.

After reviews and site vis-
its, the panel of officers con-
cluded the Municipal Cor-
poration, Panchkula, and 
Municipal Council, Kalka, 
committed violations of en-
vironmental laws and caused 
significant loss to the environ-
ment.

The NGT had formed the 

Joint Committee in 2021. In 
its November 13 report, it 
was pointed out the Panch-
kula MC was found using 
the Jhuriwala site for un-
scientific dumping of waste 
without getting an extension 
of consent to establish (CTE) 
or without obtaining consent 
to operate (CTO) and authori-
sation from the HSPCB. The 
unscientific dumping of waste 
violated the Municipal Solid 
Waste Management Rules.

The laboratory testing of 
samples of water “revealed 
the concentration of vari-
ous general parameters in 
the contaminated water in 
the natural drain passing 
through the site is much 
higher in comparison to 
water flowing in the drain 
upstream of the site, indicat-
ing the absence of leachate 
management”.  

TARUNI GANDHI 
CHANDIGARH

CHAOS IN PUNJAB

Former minister and 
senior Shiromani 
Akali  Dal  (SAD) 

leader Bikram Singh Maji-
thia today demanded a CBI 
inquiry or a judicial inquiry 
monitored by a sitting judge 
of the high court to unmask 
the multi-crore Naib Tehsil-
dar recruitment scam con-
ducted by the Punjab Public 
Service Commission (PPSC) 
following the arrest of few 
low level accomplices after 
the emergence of wrong 
doing in the examination 
process.

Bikram Majithia said “pre-
liminary evidence collected 
by the Vigilance Bureau 
indicates there was a larger 
conspiracy both within the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
government as well as PPSC 
to ensure the selection of 
candidates from two exami-
nation centers of Moonak 
and Patran. Since these ex-
amination centers are from 
chief minister Bhagwant 
Mann’s home district, the 
Vigilance department will 
not be able to probe the in-
volvement of persons in the 
top echelons of the AAP 

government as well as the 
PPSC which virulently de-
fended the selection process. 
Only an independent probe 
can ensure the unmasking 
of the king-pins of this scam 
and their due punishment”.

Asking the chief minis-
ter to hand over investiga-
tion into the scam to the 
CBI or a sitting judge of the 
high court,  Majithia said 

“70,000 candidates who sat 
for the paper want a trans-
parent probe and will not 
be satisfied by an eye wash 
which targets low level ac-
complices”.

The Akali leader also 
demanded the immedi-
ate scrapping of the entire 
recruitment process con-
ducted for the Naib Tehsil-
dar examination. He also 

demanded probing the role 
of staff which had facilitated 
the examination so that po-
litical bosses who had given 
them orders to indulge in 
this wrong doing could be 
identified and punished ap-
propriately. Majithia also de-
manded that all other exam-
inations which were under a 
cloud including that for Vet-
erinary Officers and Inspec-

tors of Cooperative Societies 
should be conducted afresh 
in a transparent manner.

Majithia also asked AAP 
Convener Arvind Kejriwal 
to explain what ‘badlav’ he 
was preaching in Gujarat 
and Himachal Pradesh. “Ke-
jriwal has been campaigning 
in Gujarat that recruitment 
papers have been leaked in 
the State while in Punjab 
the rot in the examination 
system is even more with 
GSM devices with Sim cards 
and Bluetooth earplugs be-
ing provided to chosen can-
didates so that they could 
attempts questions whose 
answers were relayed the 
answers to them by experts. 
This led to the selection of 
candidates who had earlier 
failed papers held to conduct 
Patwaris and even sweep-
ers”, he added.

The SAD leader assured 
affected students that the 
party would not allow the 
government to cover up 
the scam. “The SAD was 
the first to express solidar-
ity with the affected candi-
dates on October 10 when 
the scam surfaced and will 
continue to assist them to 
secure justice in the case”, 
he added. 

SAD DEMANDS JUDICIAL PROBE INTO ALLEGED 
MULTI-CRORE RECRUITMENT SCAM
TDG NETWORK
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ADAMPUR BYPOLLS

Bhavay Bishnoi, who suc-
ceeded in winning Adam-
pur bypolls battle with a 
sizable margin, has become 
the youngest-ever MLA 
in the history of Haryana 
after he was administered 
oath in presence of Speaker 
Gian Chand Gupta and the 
Deputy Speaker Ranbir 
Gangwa here on November 
16, 2022. Gian Chand Gupta 
had administered the oath 
of office and secrecy to the 
newly elected Adampur 
MLA, Bhavya Bishnoi in 
the Vidhan Sabha. The po-
litical experts are eyeing on 
whether he would be given 
a berth in the state Cabinet. 
Although, the state Cabinet 
has no vacancy at present. 

What is of utmost impor-
tance here is that in State 
Assembly, 45 members have 
been elected for the first 
time after Bhavay has been 
inducted in the Assembly. 

After him, the number of 
BJP MLAs has increased 
to 41. 

Similarly, with 30 mem-
bers of Congress, 10 of Jan-
nayak Janta Party (JJP), 1 
of  Indian National Lok Dal 
(INLD), 1 of Haryana Lokhit 
Party (HLP) and 7 indepen-
dent MLAs, the total num-
ber has also gone up to 90. It 
is worth mentioning that the 
JJP is in alliance with BJP. 
Besides, out of 7, 6 MLAs 
have extended their support 
to the ruling BJP party. The 
HLP MLA is also firmly in 
support with BJP. Thus, 

BJP now has the strength of 
a total of 59 legislators. Ater 
Bhavay won the Adampur 
bypolls, the BJP succeeded 
in strengthening its position 
in the state.

While interacting with 
the media persons, Gian 
Chand Gupta congratulated 
Bhavya Bishnoi and hoped 
that Adampur MLA will live 
upto the expectation of the 
people of his constituency. 
“I hope that he will work 
in the public interest and 
for the development of his 
constituency,” added Gian 
Chand Gupta.  

Bhavay Bishnoi, Haryana's 
youngest-ever MLA takes oath 
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

BRINGING THEM TO MAINSTREAM

An exhibition of gift items 
made by jail inmates was 
inaugurated by the Director 
General of Police of Himach-
al Pradesh Sanjay Kundu on 
Tuesday.

The jail inmates with the 
support of the department 
of prisons and correctional 
services of the state police 
have displayed the products 
of gift items of bakery, wool-
len products, and furniture. 
DGP Sanjay Kundu said that 
the idea is to bring the pris-
oners to the mainstream. 
The exhibition is one of the 
reforms and recreational 
services that are provided 
to jail inmates.

Kundu said that through 
this specific exhibition of the 
products the traditions and 
culture of the state are being 
promoted. The society of the 
jail inmates has an amount 
of Rs 5 crore available with 
them. "I would like to thank 

the prison department of the 
state, as we have the theory 
of crime and punishment 
that people will be changed 
after they go to jail. But it 
is not happening, the Jails 
are becoming the centre of 
crime, drugs. This Him-
kaara Unnayan Samiti was 
formed a few years ago. The 
society of the jail inmates 
has an amount of 5 Crore 
rupees with them, 32 per 
cent of the income is given 
as wages to them. They are 
earning and helping their 
families. During the DG IG 
conference this was rated as 
best practice, the leadership 
of the country has appreci-
ated it," said DGP HP.

Sanjay Kundu said that 
they are doing the wood-
work, shawl and bakery 
items, they have stores in 
Shimla and it has a big de-
mand. It is considered best 
practice in India, they are 
doing it commercially too, 
and this is new thinking for 
jail.

"We have nearly 3000 
inmates out of which 1000 
are convicted and 2000 un-
der trial. Keeping in mind 
to bring them to the main-
stream prison department 
is doing this. I think in four-
five years mostly the jail 
inmates will join it," Sanjay 
Kundu further said.

The Jail inmates are very 
happy to get this opportuni-
ty which under jail reforms 
has given them a chance to 
bring them into the main-
stream. One of the jail in-
mates said that this is not 
giving him positivity in life 
but also has helped to serve 
his family.

"I was convicted in 2011 
and later was released but 
the High court again con-
victed me in 2016. Since then 
I have been here. It was not 
started when I came here but 
immediately after the same 
year it was started, I make 
furniture, we are supplying 
in bulk also, Demands are 
very high and we demand 

that this should be increased 
more. I thought after me 
there would not be anyone 
to take care of my family, ini-
tially I started earning 500 
rupees and now I am earning 
more than 10000 rupees. I 
never thought that I would 
be able to help my family and 
contribute to their survival, 
it is very good. I would like to 
thank the jail administration 
for giving this opportunity to 
me," said a Jail inmate.

The jail inmates not only 
are happy to contribute to 
help their families but also to 
help society to make a crime 
free atmosphere.

"Once I was convicted I 
thought that it would be the 
end of life for me, this oppor-
tunity given to me by the jail 
authorities is a beginning of 
a new life for me. I am able to 
contribute to help my family. 
This has given us a chance to 
come out, we make bakery 
products, we could not bring 
most of that here but that is 
in a big demand.  

HIMACHAL DGP INAUGURATES EXHIBITION 
OF GIFT ITEMS MADE BY JAIL INMATES
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

MANN ATTACKS PREVIOUS REGIME

'It is like Taliban 
advocating for peace'

Launching a scathing attack 
on the previous government, 
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Wednesday 
said that those patronised 
criminals during their regime 
are now raising questions 
about the peace and harmony 
of the state.

He said that it is like "Tali-
ban" is advocating for peace. 
"Under their regime the jails 
break incidents occurred. In 
order to save the daughter's 
honour, the police officer was 
shot in the market and they 
stepped on them and raised 
slogans in favour of their boss. 
They patronised gangsters 
and now, they question peace 
and harmony of the state. It is 
just like the Taliban take out 
a candle march and advocate 
the peace," Chief Minister 
wrote in a tweet in Punjabi ap-

parently targeting Congress.
The Chief Minister said the 

state government is firmly 
committed to maintaining 
a law and order situation in 
Punjab and any anti-social el-
ement will not be allowed to 
disturb the hard-earned peace 
and communal harmony of 
the state at any cost.

He said that a few unfor-
tunate incidents occurred in 
the state but still law and or-
der is intact in Punjab under 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
government.

"The crime rate is extremely 
low in Punjab as compared to 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and oth-
er states of the country but still 
we are taking precautionary 
measures like cracking down 
on gun culture and reviewing 
gun licence issued recklessly 
by the previous governments 
so that the law and order situa-
tion remains intact," the Chief 
Minister said.

Bikram Singh Majithia (REPRESENTATIONAL PIC)

The MCs of Panchkula and Kalka were penalised.
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Bhavay Bishnoi won Adampur bypolls
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PM returns with G20 presidency, promises ‘inclusive’ agenda
PLAYING LEADERSHIP ROLE 

NATIONAL PRESS DAY SHRADDHA MURDER CASE

SHRADDHA MURDER CASE

FRESH PROBLEM 

SHOCKING KARNATAKA POLLS 2023 BILATERAL BOOSTER 

FROSTY RELATIONS 

ILLEGAL MINING CASE 

THE CAPITAL DIALOGUE

MORE TROUBLE IN RAJASTHAN CONGRESS 
AS MAKEN DECIDES TO STEP DOWN

DESPERATE SIDDARAMAIAH SCOUTS FOR SAFE SEAT, BJP CALLS HIM ‘VAGABOND’ Sunak okays 3,000 UK 
visas for Indians hours after 
meeting Modi

Caught on 
camera: Trudeau-
Xi Jinping heated 
exchange of words 
at G20

‘I will see them all’, says Soren as he faces ED today

This is how Delhi Police nailed Aftab’s liesMEDIA HAS HUGE ROLE IN NATION 
BUILDING: KARTIKEYA SHARMA

TRINAMOOL MP’S SUV 
MOWS DOWN 5-YEAR-
OLD BOY IN BENGAL

Space tech to be major area in future, 
to boost economy: Jitendra Singh

hands of such people who 
did not care about the develop-
ment of the people and baton-
charged those who demanded 

their rights. 
“As soon as we took over the state, we had to 
face challenges like the Covid-19 pandemic, 
drought and others but we faced all the 
challenges. Our government did the work 
of giving Khatian to 1,932 people and pro-
viding reservations to the people of OBC in 
the State. The development of this state can 
be done only by those who understand the 
basic sentiments of people here,” said Soren. 
“You have to decide whether conspirators 
shall rule or tribals. They are making con-
tinuous efforts to overthrow us knowing if 
I stay for 5 years, I will strengthen tribals so 

much that those coming from outside will 
be thrown out. You stand with me and I will 
see them all one by one,” said CM Soren. 

The Chief Minister further said they have 
to take the development of the state into their 
hands and. 
“Today we have to fight another battle. We 
have to take the development of the state in 
our hands and establish a strong political 
system,” he added. Soren’s statement came 
ahead of the Enforcement Directorate’s in-
vestigation into the illegal mining case. 

The ED had rejected Jharkhand CM 
Hemant Soren’s request to prepone his 
questioning date to November 16 instead 
of 17 November, which was earlier fixed in 
the agency’s second summon, according to 
the sources. 

that India’s G-20 presidency will be inclusive, 
ambitious, decisive, and action-oriented,” he said. 

Playing the role of the great reconciler amid spiralling 
tensions over the Ukraine war, PM Modi said: “With-

out peace and security, our future generations will not be able to 
take advantage of economic growth or technological innovation.” 
“The G-20 has to convey a strong message in favour of peace and 
harmony. All these priorities are fully embodied in the theme of In-
dia’s G-20 Chairmanship–”One Earth, One Family, One Future”.

“India played a key role in successful negotiations of the G20 Bali 
Declaration,” India’s Foreign Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatara told 
reporters in Bali providing a broad overview of India’s role in shap-
ing outcomes of the Bali summit.  PM’s message that this is not the 
age of war and his exhortation to return to diplomacy and dialogue 

resonated with all delegations, said Mr Kwatra.  
“The use or threat of use of nuclear weapons is inadmissible. The 

peaceful resolution of conflicts, efforts to address crises, as well as 
diplomacy and dialogue, are vital. Today’s era must not be of war,” 
said the G20 Bali Declaration issued at the end of the Bali summit. 

The emphasis on diplomacy and dialogue–a public position In-
dia has taken since the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine war, and 
the incorporation of PM Modi’s oft-quoted one-liner to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in Samarkand in the G20 Bali Declara-
tion vividly illustrate the triumph of India’s constructive consen-
sus-based approach towards complex security issues. 

The explicit mention of the Ukraine war and its impact on the 
global economy in the Bali Declaration was done in the teeth of 
Russia’s fierce opposition demonstrated the importance of ac-

commodating dissenting viewpoints in multilateral diplomacy 
and documents. The two paragraphs on the Russia-Ukraine war 
represented a delicate balancing act and can be cited as a textbook 
case of drafting diplomatic documents. “Recognizing that the G20 
is not the forum to resolve security issues, we acknowledge that 
security issues can have significant consequences for the global 
economy,” said the joint statement. 

In the end, the Ukraine issue could not sink the G20 due to 
overwhelming collective impulse of the world’s richest economies 
for saving the grouping at a time of corroding global institutions 
such as then United Nations. Besides reconciling differences over 
Ukraine to ensure a consensus-based formulation, India also 
shaped the formulations on climate finance,  accelerating SDG, 
digital public goods and reform of global institutions. 

India went out of its way to ensure that the Bali summit did not 
end without a joint declaration as the collapse of the Bali summit 
could have meant bad news for its presidency of the grouping that 
starts from December 1, 2022.  Underscoring the role of the G20 
in shaping a peaceful world, PM Modi stressed that the G20 will 
act as “a global prime mover to envision new ideas and accelerate 
collective action on pressing issues of the time ranging from food 
and energy security to reform of global governance institutions.” 

In his closing speech, PM Modi also highlighted his concept 
of eco-friendly lifestyle as a long-term solution to curbing global 
warming.  “For the safe future of the planet, the sense of trusteeship 
is the solution. LiFE i.e. ‘Lifestyle for Environment’ campaign can 
make a big contribution to this. Its purpose is to make sustainable 
lifestyles a mass movement.”

leaders there to contest from 
there. The turf war between former 
speaker Ramesh Kumar who is a 
close aide of Siddaramaiah and for-

mer union railway minister V Muniyappa led 
to the latter giving this visit a big miss sparking 
rumors of a huge rift. Although Siddaramaiah 
returned to Bengaluru the same night making 
a statement there he will come back there to file 
nominations, sources close to the former chief 
minister told The Daily Guardian Review that 
he was keeping his options close to his chest.
``There are 5 to 6 constituencies which he is 
looking at and Kolar was one of them. Very 
soon he will decide. Chamarjapet in Benga-
luru, Varuna in Mysuru, a couple of seats in 
Charmarajnagar district, and one in Chitra-
durga are under consideration. He will not 
go Chamundedhwari,’’ said sources close to 
Siddaramaiah.

It is a tricky situation for Siddaramaiah as he 
cannot ask his son to make way from Varuna 

which is parted last time to give his son a politi-
cal boost. ̀ `This is his last election. Although 
he has established himself as an OBC mass 
leader, the fear of forces joining hands has left 
him on tenterhooks. The Chamundeshwari 
debacle is still playing on his mind. During 
the last elections, there were allegations that 
he caused the defeat of Dr G Paramehswari 
who was with him in the CM race. This time, 
KPCC president D.K. Shivakumar has made it 
more than obvious that he is the top contender. 
Even Rahul Gandhi has acknowledged that 
Shivakumar is also capable. This has left Sid-
daramaiah worried,’’ sources in the Congress 
said.

In 2006 when Siddaramaiah had quit JDS, 
the Chamundeshwari by-elections were a lit-
mus test and he wriggled out with wafer-thin 
margin. With JDS on one side, BJP on the other, 
and the fear of his own partymen sabotaging 
his chances has made choosing a safe seat jit-
tery for the Ahinda leader.

day further revealed, 
the fridge was cleaned using 
chemicals by the accused in 
his attempt to dupe the fo-

rensic investigation if he is caught. 
“In the investigation so far, the police 
suspect that Shraddha’s body was cut 
into 35 pieces in the bathroom after the 
murder... Also, he used to leave the wa-
ter from the shower running so that the 
body could be chopped easily and the 
blood could flow into the sewer.

T h e  F S L  t e a m  a l o n g  w i t h 
A a f t a b  w a s  p r e s e n t  d u r -
ing the investigation at his flat. 
According to the sources, many novels 
and literature books have been found in 
the house which suggests that Aaftab 
was fond of books and reading novels. 

Delhi Police has been conducting 
CCTV mapping of the Chhatarpur 
area. Since the murder took place six 

months ago, the police are trying to 
gather the record of six months. The 
challenge before the police is most of 
the CCTV’s capture record of 15 days, 
in this situation Delhi Police have to 
scan vast footage. 

Sources said Police are also scanning 
the CCTV to find out whom Aaftab was 
meeting these days. “A lot of work has 
to be done. The weapon, Shraddha’s 
head and mobile phone are yet to be 
traced. The clothes worn by Aaftab 
and Shraddha on the day of the mur-
der have not been found. These clothes 
were thrown in a garbage-moving ve-
hicle,” sources said. 

Delhi Police recovered a bag of Shrad-
dha in Aaftab’s house, which has her 
belongings. The bag has to be now iden-
tified with Shraddha’s family. 

Delhi Police had applied for the 
Narco test of the Aaftab on Saturday 

but till now no permission has been 
granted by the Court, sources said. 
Delhi police is also planning to conduct 
a psycho-assessment test on Aaftab. 

A senior Delhi police officer told ANI 
that since there are multiple discrepan-
cies in Aftab’s statement, there is a pos-
sibility that police teams investigating 
this case will request his mental and 
psycho-assessment test. 
“The test will let us know if Aftab is 
telling the truth. It will also help us 
understand his mental state and the 
nature of the brutal crime he has com-
mitted. We also want to know what his 
relationship with Shraddha was,” a se-
nior police officer said. 

The police also said that if Aftab turns 
out to be mentally unfit, required mea-
sures will accordingly be taken. The test 
is expected in the coming days once the 
initial investigation is done. 

Delhi Police finds blood stains 
in Aaftab’s flat

AFFIDAVIT

DEMONITIZATION WAS ESSENTIAL, CENTRE TELLS SC
Parliament 

(RBI Act, 1934), in 
conformity with 
the provisions of 

the said Act and was subse-
quently affirmatively taken 
note of by the Parliament in 
the Specified Bank Notes 
(Cessation of Liabilities) Act, 
2017,” the affidavit said. 

The affidavit was filed to 
counter the various pleas 
challenging the Centre’s 8 No-
vember 2016 decision. The 
matter is being heard by the 
Constitution Bench of the Su-
preme Court. 

Centre told the Supreme 
Court that the nation under-
went an important transfor-
mation through a series of 
economic policies and events 
and the withdrawal of the le-
gal tender character was one 
important action in that se-
ries. It said notification with-
drew the legal tender charac-
ter of the specified banknotes 

(SBN), which is generally 
called “demonetisation”. 

The notification issued on 
8 November 2016, was a ma-
jor step to fight the menace of 
fake currency notes, storage 
of unaccounted wealth and 
financing of subversive activi-
ties, the government said. 

Justifying its decision, the 
government also said, “The 
expansion of the formal sec-
tor and the shrinking of the 
informal sector were un-
dertaken through a series of 
policy measures. The policy 
push included digitalising 
transactions, technology con-
nectivity and implementation 
to enable last-mile reach, in-
creasing the tax base, enhanc-
ing tax compliance, lowering 
the cost of doing business, 
eliminating policy distortions, 
facilitating financial inclu-
sion at the formal sector level 
and labour and agrarian re-
forms.” 

The withdrawal of the legal 
tender character was one of 
the significant steps in the 
enhanced formalisation of 
the economy with the aim of 
expanding opportunities for 
the millions living on the pe-
riphery of the economy, the 
government said. 

The Constitution Bench 
of the Supreme Court on 
24 November will hear the 
pleas challenging the Centre’s 
decision to demonetize cur-
rency notes of Rs 500 and Rs 
1,000 in 2016 and said that 
they want to conclude the 
hearing on this issue this year. 
Various petitions were filed 
arising from the decision of 
the Government of India to 
demonetize the old notes of 
Rs 500 and Rs 1000. One 
of the petitions was filed by 
Vivek Narayan Sharma. The 
petition has challenged the 
notification dated 8 Novem-
ber 2016. 

a n y  c o -
l o u r  n o r 

was it bound by 
any limit. “With 
the times it has 

changed, the challenges 

before the media have also 
increased. After electronic 
and print media now social 
media is also playing a big 
role. In such a situation, 
the challenge of credibility 
gets new dimension before 
journalism.” He said that 
during Covid pandemic, 
when newspapers were 
not published for several 
months, only social media 
was the choice before the 
common man for informa-
tion. “In the era of social 
media, this branch of media 
faces a lack of credibility as 
many times misinformation 
is being spread. This obvi-
ously spread confusion in 
the society. In such a situa-
tion, once again the need for 

reliable media is felt.  For-
tunately, people still have 
faith in the information of 
newspapers and channels. 
He said that before putting 
information on social media 

there is a need to check the 
content.”

On this occasion, Kar-
tikeya Sharma also an-
swered the questions of the 
students. He said that there 
are huge possibilities in the 
field of journalism today. 
He congratulated all the 
journalists on the National 
Press Day.  Vice Chancellor 
of Manav Rachna Interna-
tional Institute of Research 
and Studies, Prof Sanjay 
Srivastava, Lt. Col. R.K. 
Anand, Executive Director 
Admission and Market-
ing Dr. Gauri Bhasin, Dean 
FMEH Maithli Ganju and 
students of the Journalism 
Department of the Universi-
ty attended the programme. 

h e ad  i n-
juries and was 
rushed to the Mur-
shidabad Medical 

College and Hospital in the 
MP’s vehicle. He, however, 
succumbed a few hours later.

“The child got hit by my ve-
hicle when he was trying to 
run across the road. I tried to 
locate the child’s parents. But 
as his parents were not close-
by I took him in my lap and 
rushed him to the hospital in 
my vehicle. He suffered severe 
head injuries. The doctors 
tried their best but couldn’t 
save him,” said Khan.

schemes 
are there for all and 
for all those who 
needed us, and we 

without any prejudice have 
distributed yojanas for pub-
lic welfare. There are many 
people who found solace in 
our social reform schemes.” 

Singh, who is a minister with 
various portfolios, including 
Science and Technology, Earth 
Sciences, PMO, Atomic energy 
and space, while talking about 
space science said that there 
was never any dearth of calibre 
in the country. Yet there was 
potential among our skilled 
people which was untapped 
till now and needed a more 
vehement platform. 

“What has changed now 
is the utilisation of talent 
through emphathetic poli-
cies and the department has 
worked out best ways to tap 
talent. Moreover, Modi ji has 
specific penchant for space 
and had given us full support 
to play out the important deci-
sions in the department,” the 
minister said.

He added, “For us it is to ini-
tiate, one step for man, one gi-
ant step for mankind.”

He further emphasised 
that space technology is go-
ing to be a major area in In-
dian economy which will 

help generate economy. “We 
have used space technology 
in various other sectors and 
not confined it to only one 
department. Now it is used 
in road construction, building 
railways, highways, and even 
in robotic surgery, it is used in 
larger spectrum, he said. 

The minister also stated that 
this government is working 
with utmost sincerity to take 
the institutions forward and 
push them into a very ad-
vanced stage.

Defining the concept of cit-
izen-centric governance the 
Union Minister said, living 
in an age of sustainable goals 
and sustainable models is 
important and PM Modi has 
given the most sustainable 
governance model to us and 

the world.
“It’s a model which has 

been sustained over the last 
two decades and promises to 
sustain the future as well as 
you see right now,” he said, 
adding “It is a model which 
has defied the principles of 
diminishing returns with 
each passing year. Instead of 
there being some kind of anti-
dimension, the dividends go 
on increasing. This is a model 
which gets strengthened after 
each challenge.”

Morever, talking about PM 
Modi Singh said, “We have a 
government headed by some-
one like Modi on which the 
youth of the country trusts. 
And we have more than 70% 
of this population below the 
age of 40.”

the crisis-
hit state. 
After this, show-

cause notices 
were issued to three leaders. 
But even after a long time, no 
action was taken. Even after 
Gehlot apologized to Sonia 
Gandhi, organization general 
secretary K.C. Venugopal had 
said that a decision on Rajas-
than Congress will be taken 
in the next two days. Still, the 
meeting of the Legislature 
Party could not be held again. 

According to sources, 

miffed with all the develop-
ments, Maken decided to quit 
the post. 

The high command is 
unhappy with the behav-
iour of Gehlot’s supporters, 
but Gehlot is currently the 
chief observer of the Guja-
rat elections. At the same 
time, he does not want to 
pose a risk to the Rajasthan 
government at this time. 
In such a situation, the ball 
is in the court of the same 
Kharge who himself is the 
witness to the whole incident.

account which 
showed a transac-
tion of Rs 54,000 
from Shraddha’s 

net banking account app to 
Aaftab’s account on 26 May. 
The transaction exposed 
Aaftab’s lies in which he had 
earlier said that Shraddha 
was unreachable after 22 May 
and he did not come in contact 
with her, the sources said. 

The location of the bank 
transfer that took place on 26 
May also turned out to be the 
Mehrauli police station area. 

Besides this, on 31 May there 
was a chat with her friend 

from Shraddha’s Instagram 
account. When the police 
found out the location of 
Shraddha’s phone, it turned 
out to be in Delhi’s Mehrauli 
police station area. 

Aaftab could not answer the 
police question that if Shrad-
dha had carried her phone 
along with herself, why was 
its location being traced to his 
house? It was at this moment 
that Aaftab revealed the truth.  

The Maharashtra Police 
sources said that when 
Shraddha’s family could not 
contact her due to her phone 
being switched off, they filed 

the missing complaint at the 
Manikpur police station. Fol-
lowing the complaint, Aaftab 
was summoned to the Man-
ikpur police station for ques-
tioning. 

On 26 October, Manikpur 
police took Aaftab’s statement 
for the first time, however, it 
was an oral one in which he 
only talked about Shraddha’s 
leaving after a quarrel. 

On 26 October, Manikpur 
police took Aaftab’s statement 
for the first time, however, it 
was an oral one in which he 
only talked about Shraddha’s 
leaving after a quarrel. 

fessionals 
Scheme was con-
firmed, offering 
3,000 places to 

18-30-year-old degree-ed-
ucated Indian nationals to 
come to the UK to live and 
work for up to two years,” 
the UK Prime Minister’s 
Office said in a tweet.

This announcement in 
the Downing Street read-
out came hours after Sunak 
met Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on the sidelines of 
the 17th edition of the G20 
Summit. This was their 
first meeting after the first 

Indian-origin British PM 
assumed office last month. 

“Prime Ministers @naren-
dramodi and @RishiSunak 
in conversation during the 
first day of the @g20org 
Summit in Bali,” PM Modi’s 
Office said in a tweet. 

Under the new UK-In-
dia Young Professionals 
Scheme, the UK will offer 
3,000 places annually to 
18-30-year-old degree-ed-
ucated Indian nationals to 
come to the UK to live and 
work in UK for up to two 
years. The scheme will be 
reciprocal. 

MP Kartikeya Sharma was welcomed by Manav Rachna 
International University on Wednesday.   

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh at the Capital Dialogue. 

In the video, Xi is 
heard expressing 
his displeasure 
about talks be-

tween China and Canada 
being leaked to the Canadian 
Press. The two leaders had 
earlier met on Tuesday on 
the sidelines of the summit. 

“The Cdn Pool cam cap-
tured a tough talk between 
Chinese President Xi & PM 
Trudeau at the G20 today. 
In it, Xi expressed his dis-
pleasure that everything 
discussed yesterday “has 
been leaked to the paper(s), 
that’s not appropriate... & 
that’s not the way the con-
versation was conducted,” 
Annie Bergeron-Oliver from 
the Canadian press CTV Na-
tional News said in a tweet.
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top of the day

Army Colonel 
killed by A 
speeding CAr 
GUWAHATI: An army 
officer posted at Shil-
long lost his life after 
he was allegedly hit 
by a speeding car on 
Wednesday. As per the 
information, the colonel 
was hit by the car while 
walking from his office 
at around 5 pm. He 
later succumbed to his 
injuries while undergo-
ing treatment in the 
hospital. “A tragic news. 
Col Ramesh Rathore of 
12 Armd Regt, posted as 
Col A HQ 101 Area Shil-
long, walking to office 
around 5pm was hit by 
a speeding Scorpio and 
succumbed later at the 
hospital,” the Defence 
PRO of Guwahati said. 
The last rites of the 
deceased colonel will 
take place at his native 
place- Ghanau Sadulpur 
village in the district 
Churu of Rajasthan’s 
Jaipur on Friday. The 
Defence PRO Guwahati 
further condoled the 
demise of Col Ramesh 
Rathore and said that 
his son had recently 
joined the NDA. 

sCindiA 
inAugurAtes 
direCt flight 
from mumbAi to 
gwAlior
NEW DELHI: Union 
Minister of Civil Aviation 
Jyotiraditya Scindia inau-
gurated a direct flight 
route from Mumbai to 
Gwalior on Tuesday, said 
a press release. The 
operation of this new 
route will enhance con-
nectivity and promote 
trade, commerce, and 
tourism between these 
cities, added the press 
release. In his inaugural 
address, Minister of 
Civil Aviation, Scindia 
said that the launch of 
air connectivity between 
the economic capital 
of India, Mumbai, and 
Gwalior, a storehouse of 
history & culture, is a big 
step towards the Prime 
Minister’s vision of 
connecting every corner 
of the country through 
air services, as per the 
statement. He further 
emphasized the growing 
potential of Gwalior as 
a hub for industrializa-
tion, and that the new 
air route will provide 
a time-saving travel 
option to citizens and 
promote new opportuni-
ties for employment and 
entrepreneurship.

4 killed,  
2 injured in 
roAd ACCident in 
kAkinAdA
KAKINADA: Four people 
were killed and two 
others injured after a 
Tata Magic auto collided 
with a lorry on the Mal-
lepally national highway 
of Andhra Pradesh’s 
Gandepalli in the early 
hours of Wednesday. Out 
of the four people who 
lost their lives from the 
13 who were onboard 
the Tata Magic auto, one 
died on the spot, while 
three others died at the 
Rajahmundry Govern-
ment Hospital, accord-
ing to an official. Two 
people are seriously 
injured and the rest suf-
fered minor injuries and 
are undergoing medical 
treatment. The police 
have registered a case 
and are investigating the 
incident.

shoCking

The Mizoram Police 
have arrested one 
person who allegedly 

lit a lighter in the middle of 
the road near a tanker that 
claimed 11 lives in the Turial 
area of Aizawl district in the 
state.

According to the police, 
at 4:35 pm on 29 October, 
one tanker carrying 22,000 
litres of petrol that was sup-
posed to be delivered at 
Champhai met with an ac-
cident within the vicinity of 
Tuirial Airfield by turning 
turtle on the main road, thus 
spilling petrol out onto the 
surface of the road. A lot of 
people had gathered to col-
lect and store the spilt petrol 
when it suddenly caught fire 

around 5.50 p.m., and four 
people lost their lives on the 
spot. After the injured peo-
ple were immediately taken 
to various hospitals for treat-
ment, the police party and 
fire tenders arrived on the 
scene to extinguish the rag-
ing fire.

“The Place of Occurrence 
(PO) was minutely inspected 
with the help of the FSL (Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory) 
Team. Prima facie, it ap-
peared that the cause of the 
accident the truck was rash 
and negligent driving on the 
part of the driver and when 
the people started collecting 
the spilling petrol, someone 
apparently lit a lighter or was 
smoking, etc., which ignited 
the highly inflammable pet-
rol, resulting in the very un-
fortunate and tragic accident 

leading to loss and severe 
burn injuries to precious hu-
man lives,” the police said in 
its statement.

Bawngkawn Police imme-
diately proceeded with the 
investigation and based on 

the information from a reli-
able source, the police ar-
rested one person identified 
as TBC Lallawmawma (28) 
of the Tuirial at midnight of 
1 November.

“During sustained interro-

gation, the accused admitted 
his guilt on the morning of 
2.11.2022 at about 11:00 am, 
stating that on a fateful day, 
he went to collect the spilling 
petrol from the Tank Lorry; 
however, as there was a huge 
crowd engaged in collecting 
the spilling petrol and due 
to the chaos, he was unable 
to get enough petrol. Infu-
riated, he came out in the 
middle of the road and lit a 
lighter and exposed it to a 
plastic water bottle contain-
ing some quantity of petrol 
collected by him and being 
carried by him, just to test 
whether it could burn or 
not,” the police said.

As the petrol caught fire, he 
threw the burning bottle on 
the ground which eventually 
resulted in the big fire acci-
dent, it added.

mAssive fire in petrol tAnker 
in mizorAm ClAims 11 lives
TDG NETWORK
AIZWAL

in uttAr prAdesh

in the vAlley

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath has been keeping an eye 
on the development works of 
Rampur since the assembly 
elections, and this time de-
velopment is going to be the 
main weapon in the battle 
of the Rampur by-elections. 
The law and order model of 
Yogi has become an example 
in the country, according to 
an official statement from 
the government.

As per an official state-
ment, the BJP works on 
a long-term strategy to 
penetrate the areas that 
are strongholds of the op-
position. Not only during 
elections. Throughout. Its 
results so far have also been 
better. For example, in the 
Lok Sabha elections held 
a few months ago, the BJP 
wrested the seats of Aza-
mgarh and Rampur, which 
were considered strong-
holds of the Samajwadi 
Party, from the SP. Bhojpuri 
singer and Bhojpuri film art-
ist Dineshlal Nirhua won in 
Azamgarh. Here, Mulayam 
Singh’s nephew Dharmen-
dra Yadav lagged behind 
the Bahujan Samaj Party’s 
Guddu Jamali.

It may be known that Aza-
mgarh has been considered 
the stronghold of SP. Late 
Mulayam Singh and his son 

Akhilesh Yadav have also 
represented this seat.

Similarly, BJP’s Ghanshy-
am Singh Lodhi defeated 
SP’s Asim Raja from Ram-
pur’s seat. As far as the Ram-
pur assembly constituency 
is concerned, Azam Khan 
is the MLA here for nearly 
two decades. The by-election 
is also being held only after 
his disqualification, but all 
these things have become a 
thing of the past. By hoisting 
the flag on Azamgarh, BJP 
has proved that no seat is 
impregnable for it. Not even 
Rampur.

It was only after winning 
the Lok Sabha seats of Ram-
pur and Azamgarh in UP, 
that the BJP embarked on a 
strategy to make them im-
pregnable for the upcoming 
elections.

Yogi Adityanath, who 
made a record of becoming 
the Chief Minister for the 
second consecutive time af-
ter a resounding victory in 
the Uttar Pradesh assembly 
elections, had told the top 
officials of the government 
in the review meeting on 
the completion of 100 days 
of Yogi-2 that the Rampur 
and Azamgarh Lok Sabha 
by-elections, said an official 
statement.

The local public has ex-
pressed unprecedented faith 
in the policies of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW

Cm yogi CAlls development 
‘mAin weApon’ in rAmpur 
by-polls

tribAl students being provided best 
fACilities At government hostel in j-k

mizorAm inCident 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee said on 
Wednesday that she was “de-
pressed” after knowing about 
the stone quarry deaths of 
workers at Maudarh village 
in Mizoram’s Hnahthial dis-
trict on Monday.

“I am deeply depressed 
over the Mizoram incident. 
The Bengali workers are dy-
ing in different states. We 
will provide job and com-
pensation to the next of kin 
of the deceased,” Mamata 
Banerjee said. In this matter, 
CM Banerjee also tweeted, 
“Deeply anguished by the 
stone quarry collapse in 
Mizoram that has resulted 
in the death of 12 workers, 
including 5 from WB. We’re 
in touch with the Govt of 
Mizoram to bring back the 
bodies & have assured the 
families of support. My con-
dolences to those who lost 
their loved ones.”

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Hnahthial 
Police, Saizikpuii, had con-

firmed the recovery of at 
least 11 bodies and said that 
one was missing, until Tues-
day night.

The teams of BSF, Assam 
Rifles, NDRF, state police, 
and district administration 
were engaged in a search 
operation to retrieve the body 
of the remaining person, the 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner stated on Tuesday.

The BSF rescue team was 
immediately dispatched and 
arrived as the first response 
unit. To the untoward inci-
dent, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi expressed deep 
grief over the loss of lives due 
to the stone quarry collapse 
in Mizoram and announced 
ex-gratia from the Prime 
Minister’s National Relief 
Fund (PMNRF) for the kin 
of each deceased.

The Prime Minister’s of-
fice (PMO) tweeted, “My 
thoughts are with those who 
lost their loved ones due to 
the tragic stone quarry col-
lapse in Mizoram. An ex-
gratia of Rs. 2 lakh would be 
given from PMNRF to the 
next of kin of each deceased.”

TDG NETWORK
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mAmAtA expresses grief 
over stone quArry deAths: 
AnnounCes CompensAtion 
for viCtim’s kin

development

Amid the push for early 
completion by the govern-
ment, the Border Roads 
Organization is expected to 
complete the work on the 
strategic road to Lipulekh 
near the China border for the 
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra 
by 2024.

“A large number of stretch-
es have been completed. We 
are hoping to complete the 
work on the road by 2024, 
which will allow pilgrims 
to use vehicles right up to 
the last point in India,” the 
Indian Army’s Engineer in 
Chief, Lt Gen Harpal Singh, 
said. He further said that af-
ter the road project is com-
pleted, the travel time for the 
pilgrims will come down by 
almost a week. The distance 

from Dharchula to Kailash 
Mansarovar is only 115 kms.

According to Lt Gen 
Harpal, the government 
has provided all possible as-
sistance to the project, and 
heavy-lift Chinook helicop-
ters have been used to trans-
port equipment to higher al-
titudes. He said there is also 
a plan to build tunnels on 
the route on some portions 
to reduce the time taken and 
avoid unstable portions.

The new route involves 
travelling up to Pithorgath 
and then to Lipulekh Pass, 
which is on the border with 
China.

There is one more route 
for undertaking the Kailash 
Manasarovar Yatra through 
Nathu La in Sikkim, which 
involves around 1,500 km 
of road travel in Chinese-
controlled territory.
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BRO to complete Kailash 
Mansarovar road up to 
Lipulekh by 2024

in uttAr prAdesh

investigAtion

A major mishap was avert-
ed as a paraglider that was 
flying without permission 
got entangled in high-ten-
sion electric wires in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Mathura district 
on Tuesday evening.

The incident came to light 
after a video of the mishap 
went viral on social media. 
A pilot and a female passen-
ger were in the paraglider 
when it crashed into high-
tension electric wires near 
a newly built bypass on Sa-

karva Road in the Goverd-
han area of Mathura district.

The mishap was averted 
because, luckily, there was 
no electric current in the 
wires when the aircraft 
crashed into them.

The movement of vehicles 
was stopped on the bypass 
soon after the crash.

The paraglider was re-
portedly being flown by a 
private company without 
any permission for the last 
two days. The incident pur-
portedly occurred due to the 
negligence of the paraglid-
ing pilot.

The State Human Rights 
Commission, Tamil Nadu 
on Wednesday called for a 
report from the Secretary 
to Government, Health and 
Family Welfare Department, 
Secretariat, Chennai over the 
death of a football player due 
to the alleged negligence of 
doctors and questioned the 
condition of hospitals in the 
state.

The Commission sought 
the report and set a six weeks 
timeline for the submission. 
“Call for a report from the 
secretary to the govern-
ment, health and family 
welfare department within 
six weeks..... Now therefore 
take notice that the mat-
ter will be listed for further 

consideration before this 
commission after six weeks. 
Before that you are required 
to submit the report by post 
without fail,” read the notice 
by the commission.

The commission also noted 
that in case of any default, the 
human rights body would 
“proceed to take such action 
as it deems fit and proper”.

The notice came in the 
wake of the death of a 17-year-
old football player, Priya R, 
in a government hospital 
in Tamil Nadu. A Chennai-
based teenage football player 
had undergone knee surgery 
(right leg) at Government 
Peripheral Hospital, Periyar 
Nagar. Following the compli-
cations in her health, she was 
shifted to Chennai’s Rajiv 
Gandhi Government hospital 
on 8 November.
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mishAp Averted As 
pArAglider entAngles in 
high-tension eleCtriC wires 

tn footbAller’s deAth: rights 
Commission seeks report from 
stAte heAlth depArtment 

proteCted

Adg bsf visits internAtionAl border, 
reviews seCurity situAtions

According to a BSF press 
release, the Additional Di-
rector General (ADG) of the 
Border Security Force (BSF) 
visited the International Bor-
der (IB) areas of the Jammu 
Frontier on Wednesday and 
reviewed the security situa-
tion there.

PV Rama Sastry, IPS, Ad-
ditional Director General, 
Western Command, BSF, 
is on his three-day visit to 
the frontiers, as per the BSF 
press release. The visit of 
BSF ADG, which started on 
the 13th of November and is 
to conclude on the 16th of 
November, 2022, informed 
BSF. On the final day of his 
three-day visit, the ADG 
visited the Jammu IB’s Sun-
derbani and Indreshwar 
Nagar Sectors.The ADG 
was accompanied by Shri D 
K Boora, the IG Jammu, and 
other senior officers of the 
Jammu frontier.

The ADG BSF was briefed 
on the complexities of border 

management, the overall de-
ployment of BSF in the area, 
and the domination plan of 
the IB area under the current 
security scenario. The brief 
was done by the BSF Sec-
tor Sunderbani, Indreshwar 
Nagar DIG, and battalion 
commanders. The ADG BSF 
PV Rama Sastry also visited 
critical areas along the IB 
of the Sunderbani and In-
dreshwar Nagar sectors and 
assessed field formation op-
erational readiness.

As part of the visit, ADG 

interacted with the troops 
in the Sainik Sammelan, or 
“Prahari Sammelan,” and 
applauded the troops for 
their professional acumen 
in safeguarding the interna-
tional border in such strin-
gent conditions. The BSF 
ADG also lauded the troops 
for their relentless efforts.

ADG mentioned that 
through their efforts, the 
BSF has remained suc-
cessful in foiling all the evil 
designs of anti-national ele-
ments (ANEs).

TDG NETWORK
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wAr AgAinst drugs

Amidst the drive to “crush” the cannabis 
plantations in Andhra Pradesh, Director 
General of Andhra Police Rajendranath said 
on Wednesday that 7500 acres of cannabis 
cultivation have been destroyed in the state 
since last year.

“1,599 cases have been registered, and 
1,32,000 kg of cannabis have been seized so 
far in the state due to the efforts of the police,”  
said the AP DGP in his statement. He further 

stated that the police seek support from the 
tribal farmers to farm alternative crops. 

The DGP stated that the police have identi-
fied the accused from 12 states of the country 
in the cases that have been filed so far in the 
matter. 

The DGP also stated that the accused will 
be arrested soon with the cooperation of the 
states to which they belong.

The Andhra Pradesh DGP talked at length 
about various issues persisting in the state 
and briefed about the police’s plans and pre-
paredness.

7500 acres Cannabis 
plantation ‘crushed’:  
DGP Andhra Pradesh
TDG NETWORK
VISAKHAPATNAM
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SHOPIAN

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee speaks to the media about 
providing job and compensation amount to the families of the five 
deceased from West Bengal in the Mizoram stone quarry 
collapse incident, during her visit to Jhargram on Wednesday.

P.V. Rama Sastry, Additional Director General (ADG) of the BSF, 
interacts with BSF personnel at Sainik Sammelan on Wednesday.

For the first time, tribal 
students in Shopian are be-
ing provided with the best 
facilities at the government 
hostel. The government-run 
Gujjar and Bakerwal hos-
tel at Balapora Shopian in 
south Kashmir, which was 
recently made operational, 
is helping tribal students in 
Shopian district complete 
their education, which was 

earlier not possible as these 
students belong to poor trib-
al families.

The modern Gujjar and 
Bakerwal hostels were con-
structed under the Tribal 
Affairs Department’s (TAD) 
scheme. This modern hi-
tech hostel has a capacity 
for 100 students, and pres-
ently about 100 students are 
enrolled in the hostel, all be-
longing to tribal communi-
ties. This hostel is equipped 
with cutting-edge technolo-

gy such as smart classrooms, 
E-libraries, computer labs, 
science laboratories, and 
free boarding and lodging 
for tribal students from Pul-
wama and Shopian. A few 
years back, the Government 
of India decided to provide 
educational and other facili-
ties to tribal populations in 
Jammu and Kashmir, and 
in this regard, tribal hostels 
were constructed in many 
areas of Jammu and Kash-
mir.



Amid the serious 
challenges posed 
by Covid-19 fol-

lowed by the Russia-
Ukraine crisis, multilateral 
efforts are being made to 
not only solve these chal-
lenges comprehensively 
but also to ensure collabo-
rated economic progress 
at a global level. The cur-
rent G20 summit in Bali, 
Indonesia, does not seem 
to be an exception. How-
ever, how the G20 sets the 
global roadmap for the fu-
ture involving the member 
nations, and prioritises the 
objectives, remains the crit-
ical question.

With India becoming the 
new president of the pow-
erful G20 group for next 
year, the entire world seems 

to be hopeful of speedy de-
velopments. G20, a pow-
erful group of the world’s 
most developed as well as 
developing economies, was 
founded in 1999 to address 
major global economic is-
sues while endorsing sus-
tainable development. As 
it includes both developed 
and fast developing na-
tions, it provides better 
representation of nations 
across the globe and a more 
inclusive stage for discus-
sion and resolution of vari-
ous issues. Covering ap-
proximately 60% of world’s 
population, 75% of inter-
national trade and 80% of 
global GDP, G20 indeed 
holds a great significance. 
Scale and speed seem to be 
the need of the hour when 
we look at the global crises 
due to Covid-19 and the 
Russia-Ukraine war. Indi-
an Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi understands this 
well. He has made the pri-
orities clear during his ad-
dresses in Bali so far. Apart 
from reiterating his com-
mitments towards food and 
energy security, Modi also 
explicitly restated his call 
to end the Russia-Ukraine 

war and ensure peace and 
security in the world. He 
also clearly expressed how 
the UN has remained un-
successful in bringing the 
Russia-Ukraine war to 
an end. While setting the 
stage for the next summit 
to be held in India in 2023, 
he said, “The need of the 
hour is to show concrete 
and collective resolve to 
ensure peace, harmony and 

security in the world. I am 
confident that next year 
when the G20 meets in the 
holy land of Buddha and 
Gandhi, we will all agree 
to convey a strong message 
of peace to the world.” The 
message is loud and clear. 

India will continue to fol-
low its basic philosophy of 
“vasudhaiv kutumbakam” 
(entire world is one fam-
ily) to promote global peace 
and security. This not 
only works on the present 
Russia-Ukraine war, if ap-
plied seriously, it can also 
eminently help in achiev-
ing other global objectives 
such as resolving the issue 
of global economic slump, 

maintaining stability in 
the Indo-pacific region, 
promoting international 
collaboration to boost re-
search and development, 
solving the challenge of cli-
mate change containment 
and more.

With a keen focus to en-
courage digital transforma-
tion, agriculture, health-
care facilities and systems, 
international trade and re-

silient supply chains, India 
seems to be in a dynamic 
form as the new president 
of G20. While address-
ing the Indian diaspora in 
Bali, Prime Minister Modi 
shared how India has been 
working for the global good 
and is promoting interna-
tional trade and collabora-
tions. India indeed seems 
to be in a different dimen-
sion presently where it is 
focusing on self-reliant 
India, on the one hand, 
while encouraging strate-
gic partnerships with the 
like-minded nations, on 
the other, to promote rapid 
and long-lasting economic 
growth. Presently, both the 

bilateral as well as multi-
lateral equations in global 
politics do not seem to be in 
symmetry. Russia has start-
ed considering almost the 
entire world as NATO led 
by the US, and is suspicious 
about nations as well as 
institutions. Although the 
foreign minister of Russia 
is attending the G20 sum-
mit, we should not forget 
that Putin has not marked 

his presence in Bali, de-
spite knowing the fact that 
its long-time friend nation 
India is taking up the next 
presidency of G20 from In-
donesia. On the other hand, 
the US is continuously 
fuelling the military capa-
bilities of Ukraine, while 
oxymoronically also sug-
gesting Russia and Ukraine 
to end the war. NATO is 
strengthened in past couple 
of months, but the nations 
like Britain are facing the 
brunt of providing aids to 
Ukraine. Arms race has 
intensified, irrespective of 
global economic, food and 
energy related challenges. 
In East Asia, Japan has an-

nounced remilitarisation 
and North Korea is trying 
to disturb the stability of 
the region. Indo-Pacific re-
gion seems to be another 
major challenge where the 
conflict between China and 
Taiwan seems to be getting 
internationalised. 

The theme of the sum-
mit is “Recover together, 
recover stronger”. Staying 
together to resolve the pe-
rennial issues and moving 
on is crucial for the world at 
the moment for it seems to 
be on the brink of complete 
economic collapse. 

India has already made 
it clear that it stands with 
all groups and lobbies for 
global good. India has also 
proved its calibre by pro-
viding its home-grown 
vaccines to more than 100 
countries during the tough 
times of Covid 19 and has 
successfully maintained a 
balance stand during the 
ongoing Russia-Ukraine 
war. With a brand image of 
a dynamic, balanced, help-
ful and an inclusive nation, 
India generates the hope of 
not only helping in ending 
the Russia-Ukraine war and 
resolving the associated re-
percussions, it also seems to 
be calling upon developed 
and developing nations to 
collaborate and grow while 
helping the less-developed 
nations to come out of the 
shadow of underdevelop-
ment and join the league of 
growing economies.
The author is Professor, School 
of International Studies, JNU.

At G20, world looks 
up to India with hope
With India becoming the new president of the powerful G20 group for 
next year, the entire world seems to be hopeful of speedy developments.

Every one of the so-called power mongers appears to stand on 
a wheel of fortune built upon corruption to the core.

Scale and speed seem to be the need of the hour given the global 
crises due to Covid-19 and the Russia-Ukraine war. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi understands this well. He has made 
the priorities clear during his addresses in Bali so far. Apart 
from reiterating his commitments towards food and energy 
security, Modi also explicitly restated his call to end the Russia-
Ukraine war and ensure peace and security in the world.

CONSUMERIST NETWORK

GLOBAL CHALLENGES

India will assume the G20 Presidency for a year 
from 1 December this year. For a year, New Delhi 
will chair over 200 meetings with the focus on 
securing global economic growth and prosperity. 
Needless to say, the presidency of this elite group 
will provide India an opportunity to assume the 
mantle of a peace-maker at the global stage as well. 
There is hardly any doubt that under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India would be 
able to fulfill its responsibility as a peace-maker. 
Analysts rightly point out that without peace 
and tranquility across the globe, prosperity and 
economic development in the world cannot be 
achieved. While the developing and developed na-
tions alike are still struggling to recover from the 
terrific blow that the Covid-19 dealt during the last 
two years, there must be some serious and action-
oriented efforts to ensure that the world remains 
free from war and geopolitical tensions. 

This is exactly what PM Modi also sought to con-
vey when he on Wednesday noted, “India is tak-
ing the charge of presidency of G20 at a time when 
the world is grappling with geopolitical tensions, 
economic slowdown and rising food and energy 
prices.” The Indian 
premier, in fact, gave 
a glimpse into the is-
sues that are going to 
receive primacy dur-
ing India’s presidency. 
Peace and tranquility 
in the world is, obvi-
ously, one of the issues 
that India would be 
focusing on during 
its presidency of G20. 
When PM Modi high-
lighted concern about 
the geopolitical tussles 
at the time of taking 
over the presidency 
of G20, he would not 
have referred to it 
without having a con-
crete plan to ensure 
collective global ef-
forts to restore peace globally with India in a lead-
ing peace-making role. “India’s G20 presidency 
will be inclusive, ambitious, decisive, and action-
oriented.” These words of PM Modi should be seen 
in this context, as he made these remarks in a signal 
to major powers like the US and the other western 
and European countries who have taken sides in 
the proxy war in Ukraine. The Indian leader’s mes-
sage was also to the west bloc which has been trying 
to isolate Russia by means of sanctions. What the 
Indian leader sought to suggest was that this kind of 
attitude and behavior, which does not promote the 
idea of inclusiveness and collective efforts, would 
be counterproductive and would stall the mission 
to ensure global peace. India took a consistent and 
objective view of the developments following the 
war in Ukraine while maintaining good relations 
with the nations in all the quarters. What is also a 
good augury is that India has the credibility to be 
always on the side of the peace amid the ongoing 
war in Ukraine. Even at the G20 summit in Bali, 
PM Modi’s stress was on the need for the warring 
nations to return to the path of diplomacy and dia-
logue. So, this consistent position of India would 
help it to lead the G20 group towards a meaningful 
objective as has been highlighted by PM Modi. 

“In the next one year it will be our endeavor that 
G20 works as a global prime mover to give impetus 
to collective action,” the PM said. This is the reason 
why all the nations of the G20 group are looking to-
wards India with high hopes and expectations that 
something different would be achieved in future 
under India’s presidency. UK Prime Minister Ri-
shik Sunak said that there’s excitement about India 
taking over the G20 presidency. This is how Aus-
tralian PM Anthony Albanese, French President 
Emmanuel Macron and Italian PM Giorgia Meloni 
reacted after India took over the presidency in Bali. 
This kind of reaction from the world leaders who 
were earlier pressuring India to rebuke Russia and 
back their sanctions suggest that all they respect 
India’s position vis-à-vis the developments in the 
wake of conflict in Ukraine. All they hold India in 
high esteem just because of its unambiguous views 
that always advocated peace, and its independent 
foreign policy, despite tremendous pressure from 
various quarters during the Russia-Ukraine ten-
sions. “G20 will act as a catalyst for global change 
during India’s presidency.” This statement of PM 
Modi gives the world community a lot of hope for 
a change for the better.  So with this in view, India 
during its G20 presidency must go ahead with 
more comprehensive and solid efforts and plans 
to unite the countries and global forums for the 
collective peace mission so that the desired goal of 
economic development could be achieved to fight 
global poverty and hunger.

T. BRAJESH 
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G20 PRESIDENCY: AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR 
INDIA TO PLAY  
PEACE-MAKER

Authoritarianism is on the rise 
as the democratic values seem 
to be systematically sabotaged 
with crooked view on profits 
over people. Most of us are 
unaware of how our reality 
is being constructed carefully 
through perception tracking 
mechanisms and customized 
visualization of consumerism 
at large. Several people train 
themselves to sense the nu-
ances of cosmopolitan consum-
erist network intruding their 
privacy through social media, 
but sometimes become victims 
of the same network.
Elections occur only when 
there is a realistic campaigning 
done to establish a network of 
party workers who can chan-
nelize the best by talking to 
people at large. Campaign 
strategies have gone out of 
hands of party supremos to the 
corporate houses who employ 

psephologists and media-man-
agers by studying the patterns 
of voting in several countries.

It seems essential to garner 
the media support and do 
some PR work without any 
hesitation, if a political party has 
determined to stay in power ir-
respective of the economic and 
political changes occurring in 
the contemporary society. 
However, several media crit-
ics have specified the need for 
moral accountability and politi-
cal acumen to actualize the will 
of the popular mandate. A few 
cronies will never do so instead 
sell their conscience for money.

The acceleration of political 
bickering and the sudden dis-
ruption of legislative business 
could be considered very com-
mon among the entire politi-
cal class across the continents. 
The politics of representation 
dwells on the politics of crisis 
management to a great extent as 
the hunger for power goes along 
with the appetite for amassing 
wealth with industrialist and 
criminal nexus.

There are several image man-
agement companies at work to 
keep the publicity campaigns 
of a few political leaders who 
may have been ousted from the 
public life because of their his-

torical blunders. None seems to 
know how the media manag-
ers stifle the facts and dismal 
performance of these Tughlaqs, 
besides making them win sev-
eral electoral battles.

Most of the honest statesman 
appear to be hoodwinked by the 
populist politics of utter crony-
ism and unethical usurpation 
promoted by biased scribes. It 
is important to sustain such po-
litical savagery with ethical and 
unbiased reports everywhere. 
The dearth of talented but hon-
est political smarties may be the 
reason for this sudden leverage 
of vitiated political atmosphere 
across the world.

Some of the brilliant legacies 
are born out of crisis in social 
and political discourse. Hero-
worship is the essence of any 
authoritarianism turning its 
face towards derailing demo-
cratic policies and processes 
of governance with apparent 
pathway to oligarchy. The 
gameplan of oligarchy is to 
thwart the remarkable pro-
cesses of leadership through the 
choice or the prudent mandate 
of the people by dismantling the 
pillars of a democratic society 
such as the dissenting voices of 
the independent intellectuals or 
free media. Divergent perspec-

tives of a polity can subtly lead 
to analytical bend of mind to be 
inherited by the entire team of 
leaders across the political spec-
trum. Ideologies are sometimes 
blinkers tiptoed on the system 
of blind obligation and execu-
tion, without lending space to 
the varied stances or unpopular 
confrontations. Simulations of 
the most powerful systems of 
governance ought to keep in 
mind the legacies of the unlet-
tered and marginal sections of 
the subalterns too.

The prototype of a democratic 
electioneering could be based 
on absolute equations of equal-
ity benchmarked with spe-
cific guidelines of any election 
management and monitoring 
authority. More often the mech-
anisms of monitoring needn’t 
seemingly favour any incum-
bent regimes or the principal 
opposition groups in general. 
However, a judicious ethical 
audit of such organizations is 
essential today to strengthen 
democracy and its pluralistic 
representations everywhere.

There have been innumerable 
instances of ideological battles 
fought with easy exchange of 
money or power, wherein the 
local patriarchs or matriarchs 
of these political formations re-

invent their political identities 
in no time. Even their rivals are 
caught between the devil and 
the deep blue sea to witness a 
quantum leap orchestrated in 
the shadows of lobbyists. We 
could see an evolution of po-
litical turncoats willing to join 
anyone at any time just for a 
position or wealth.

The emergence of campaign 
management companies is to 
be seen as a threat to the real 
service-oriented party workers 
or local leaders at the ground 
level, whose leadership eleva-
tion is now conditioned by the 
amount of money paid to the 
political Megastars of their 
party. None bothers about inner 
party rivalries these days. Ev-
ery one of these so-called power 
mongers appears to stand on 
a wheel of fortune built upon 
corruption to the core. It might 
be misfortune to many but for 
them, it is all about a new road 
to riches beginning there.

Names of these political par-
ties change but the system of 
corruption does not undergo 
any meaningful transition to 
accommodate the honest and 
forthright political leaders. 
Metamorphosis of the me-
ticulously constructed reali-
ties convolute our mind with 

fantasies of the populist sops 
to attract the poorest masses. 
You may see a vast amount of 
psephologists, ethnic psycholo-
gists, political analysts and PR 
experts working round the 
clock to make the wild fantasies 
of the oligarchs into a reality.

Nothing remains the same 
once you become the most 
powerful Caesar willing to 
sideline any ignoble or noble 
Brutus. All of us know about 
the end of Shakespeare’s pro-
tagonist resulting in chaos. A 
few of us may think through 
the same and assert–“Order 
emerges out of chaos”. The 
contextual assumptions of cul-
tural superiority/inferiority are 
inextricably bound to be part of 
any indigenous political tradi-
tion enveloping the horizons of 
free conceptual construction.

Nobody can predict the end 
of any war so easily. We should 
avert all possibilities for the next 
world war only if we stay out of 
these draconian hero-worship 
happening everywhere in the 
name of celebrating the tradi-
tions of democracy. A leader 
has to be accessible even to 
the poorest people.
The author is a corporate train-
er, course developer and cur-
riculum consultant.
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Analysts rightly point 
out that without peace 
and tranquility across 
the globe, prosperity and 
economic development 
in the world cannot 
be achieved. While 
the developing and 
developed nations alike 
are still struggling to 
recover from the terrific 
blow that the Covid-19 
dealt during the last 
two years, there must 
be some serious and 
action-oriented efforts 
to ensure that the world 
remains free from war 
and geopolitical tensions.
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The Supreme Court in 
the case Divya Bharti 
vs State of Bihar ob-

served and has set aside an 
anticipatory bail condition 
imposed by Patna High 
Court wherein directing a 
Panchayat Teacher to re-
turn her salary.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Ajay Rastogi and 
Justice CT Ravikumar ob-
served and has stated that 
such conditions are neither 
justified and nor required 
to be imposed while grant-
ing anticipatory bail.

In the present case, a 
Panchayat Teacher, Divya 
Bharti had approached the 
Patna High Court seeking 
anticipatory bail after an 
FIR came to be registered 
against her for offence 
under section 420, sec-
tion 467, section 468, sec-
tion 471, and section 120B 
of the Indian Penal Code, 
1860. A pre-arrest bail has 
been granted by the High 
Court on the condition 
that she will return the sal-
ary which she has received 
while working as a Pan-
chayat Teacher. Further, the 
court directed that she shall 
return the entire amount 
drawn by her as salary in 
eighteen equal monthly in-
stalments and that she shall 

not claim for her appoint-
ment as Panchayat Teacher.

Before the Apex Court, 
in a Special Leave Petition 

filled, this direction was 
questioned by her and it 
was contended that such 
onerous conditions being 

put by the High Court while 
granting pre-arrest/post-
arrest bail is unsustainable.

The bench observed while 

setting aside this direc-
tion that this court is of the 
view that the additional 
condition of returning the 
amount drawn by her as 
salary on appointment as 
Panchayat Teacher is nei-
ther being justified and 
nor required under the law 
while granting of pre-arrest 
bail to her.

in court

Sc SetS ASide PAtnA Hc direction: 
‘AnticiPAtory BAil condition directing 
PAncHAyAt teAcHer to return Her 
SAlAry not legAlly SuStAinABle

in court

SuPreme court ASkS union: Are 
reServed cAtegory cAndidAteS 
WHo’re HigH on merit Admitted 
in generAl cAtegory? neet-Pg AiQ 

in court

Supreme Court: Sets Aside Order Which 
Declared One Accused As Juvenile; 
Directed To Prosecute Him As An Adult: 
Kathua Rape-Murder Case
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The Supreme Court in the case Gurdev Singh 
vs Harvinder Singh observed that a plaint 
cannot be rejected under Order VII Rule 11 
of the Civil Procedure Code, 1908 merely on 
the ground that ‘the plaintiff is not being en-
titled to any relief in the suit’.

In the present case, a suit was filed by the 
plaintiff for permanent injunction against 
the defendant. An application was filled by 
the defendant under Order VII Rule 11 CPC, 
wherein seeking rejection of the plaint and 
the same was dismissed by the Trial Court 
holding that reading of the plaint prima facie 
disclosed cause of action to the plaintiff.

Before the High Court, in a petition chal-
lenging the said order, the defendant con-
tended that simpliciter suit of permanent 
injunction is not maintainable as no decla-
ration has been sought by the plaintiff. Ac-
cordingly, the High Court dismissed the said 
petition.

It has been noted by the Apex Court bench 
t that the case on behalf of the petitioner-de-
fendant is that the plaintiff is not entitled to 
any relief in the suit, the bench while consid-
ering the Special Leave Petition.

The bench comprising of Justice MR Shah 
and Justice MM Sundresh observed and has 
noted that the aforesaid cannot be a ground 
to reject the plaint at the threshold in exer-
cise of powers under Order 7, Rule 11 of the 

Civil Procedure Code, 1908. The applica-
tion has rightly been rejected by the learned 
Trial court under Order 7, Rule 11 of the 
CPC, which is rightly not interfered with by 
the High Court. The bench are in complete 
agreement with the view taken by the High 
Court. However, the bench dismissed the 
Special Leave Petition.

Explainer : When Can Plaint Be Rejected? 
What Is Order 7 Rule 11 CPC?

The bench stated that the Civil Procedure 
Code provides for the remedy of rejection of 
plaint under Order VII Rule 11, on certain 
specifically stated grounds:
(a) where the cause of action is not disclosed;
(b) where the relief which is claimed is un-

dervalued, and the plaintiff, on being 
required by the court for correcting the 
valuation within a time to be fixed by the 
court, fails to do so;

(c) where the relief which is not claimed is 
properly valued, but the plaint is written 
upon paper insufficiently stamped, and 
the plaintiff, which on being required by 
the court to supply the requisite stamp 
paper within a time period to be fixed by 
the Court, fails to do so;

(d) Where the suit filled appears from the 
statement in the plaint to be barred by 
any law;

(e) Where it is not being filed in duplicate;
(f) Where it is failed by the plaintiff to com-

ply with the provision of Rule 9.

in court

Supreme Court: Order 
VII Rule 11 CPC – Plaint 
cannot be rejected merely 
on the ground that 
‘Plaintiff is not entitled to 
any reliefs in the suit’
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The Supreme Court in the case The 
State of Jammu And Kashmir (Now 
U.T of Jammu And Kashmir) And 
Ors versus Shubam Sangra observed 
and has set aside the orders of the 
Chief Judicial Magistrate, Kathua 
and the Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court wherein, it is held that one 
of the accused in the Kathua rape-
murder case was a juvenile.

In the present case, it has been 
directed by the Apex Court that 
the said accused Shubham Sangra 
should be tried as an adult.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Ajay Rastogi and Justice JB Pardi-
wala observed and has allowed the 
appeal filed by the Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir, wherein chal-
lenging the orders of the CJM and the 
High Court.

The bench of Justice Pardiwala 
read out the operative portion of the 
order that, it is being held that the re-
spondent accused was not a juvenile 
at the time of the commission of the 
offence and the respondent accused 
should be tried the way other co-ac-
cused were tried in accordance with 
the provision of law.

It has been stated by Justice Pardi-
wala that medical expert’s estimate 
regarding the age of the accused is 
not a statutory substitute for proof 
and is only an opinion, the bench 
while pronouncing the judgement.

The present case relates to the 
brutal gang-rape and murder of an 
eight-year-old girl in Kathua village 
in 2019. Therefore, a Special Court 
at Pathankot had sentenced three 
men to life imprisonment in the case 
in June 2019. Thus, the Court also 
sentenced three police officers to 5 
years imprisonment for causing de-

struction of evidence and the trial of 
Shubham Sangra was shifted to the 
Juvenile Justice Board. However, the 
accused Shubham Sangra was the 
nephew of main accused Sanji Ram, 
who being the caretaker of the tem-
ple where the offence took place. The 
Top Court has transferred the trial of 
the case from Kathua to Pathanktot 
in Punjab in view of the obstruction 
of justice by lawyers, who have pro-
tested against the police arresting the 
accused.

The court directed that she shall return the entire amount drawn 
by her as salary in eighteen equal monthly instalments and that 
she shall not claim for her appointment as Panchayat Teacher.

The bench of Justice Pardiwala read out the operative 
portion of the order that, it is being held that the 
respondent accused was not a juvenile at the time 
of the commission of the offence and the respondent 
accused should be tried the way other co-accused 
were tried in accordance with the provision of law.

The Supreme Court in the 
case Pankaj Kumar Mandal 
And Ors. v. UoI observed 
and has asked the Union 
Government to file an Affi-
davit in a plea seeking proper 
implementation of reserva-
tion policy in the NEET-PG 
Counselling.

In the present case, the 
bench comprising CJI, Jus-
tice D.Y. Chandrachud, Jus-
tice Hima Kohli and Justice 
J.B. Pardiwala observed 
the contentions made by 
the counsel, Advocate, Mr. 
Prashant Bhushan that the 
that seats belonging to meri-
torious reserved candidates 
(MRCs) who are being enti-
tled to get admissions against 
the 50% seats of the general 
category which were being 
allotted reserved category 
seats in violation of the judg-
ments of the Apex Court in 
the cases Ritesh R. Sah v. Dr. 
Y.L. Yamul and Ors., Samta 
Aandolan Samiti And Anr. 
v. UoI and Tripurari Sharan 
And Anr. v. Ranjit Kumar 
Yadav and Anr.

It was observed that Ms. 
Aishwarya Bhati, the Ad-
ditional Solicitor General 
appraised the bench that the 
allocation of the seats for the 
NEET-PG Counselling for 
All India Quota was carried 
out as per Paragraph 3.1 and 
Paragraph 3.2 of the Admis-
sion Brochure.

Further, the bench noted 
that the crux of the issue in 
the present matter is that the 
NEET-PG seats in All India 
Quota, the candidates be-
longing to reserved category 
who are sufficiently high 
on merit for securing a seat 
against the general category 

can yet be treated as candi-
date for seat in reserved cat-
egory.

The bench asked the matter 
to be listed on Monday, as per 
the request made by Advo-
cate, Mr. Prashant Bhushan.

The bench observed that as 
per the Medical Counselling 
Committee there are in total 
10954 seats available under 
the All-India Quota. It is al-
leged in the plea that as per 
the allotment list released 
for Round 1 of NEET-PG 
Counselling, also it is appar-
ent that reserved category 
candidates who come under 
the top 50% seats have been 
assigned reserved category 
seats instead of general seats, 
which they are eligible for. 
Further, it is submitted din 
the plea that it is a settled 
position of law that reserved 
category candidates who 
are eligible for and qualify 
for unreserved seats shall 
be admitted against general 
seats. Moreover, NEET PG 
Counselling 2022 is allot-
ting MRCs reserved cat-
egory seats, in breach of the 
trite law.
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It must be mentioned 
right at the start that the 
Gujarat High Court in 

a learned, laudable, land-
mark and latest oral judg-
ment titled Samir @ Sem 
s/o Abdulbhai Qureshi 
Versus State of Gujarat in R/
Criminal Misc. Application 
No. 18325 of 2022 that was 
pronounced just recently 
on October 14, 2022 has 
quashed and set aside the 
first FIR that was registered 
by the Gujarat Police and 
filed under the amended 
Gujarat Freedom of Religion 
Act known as ‘anti-love jihad’ 
law last year. This happened 
so after the husband and the 
wife settled the matter ami-
cably among themselves. A 
consensual quashing peti-
tion was moved by the six 

‘accused’ in an FIR that was 
lodged at Gotri police station 
in Vadodara in June 2021.  
At the very outset, this 

brief, brilliant, bold and 
balanced judgment au-
thored by the Single Judge 
Bench of Hon’ble Mr Justice 
Niral R Mehta of Gujarat 
High Court sets the ball in 
motion by first and fore-
most putting forth in para 
1 that, “By way of this ap-
plication under Section 482 
of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, 1973 (hereinafter 
referred to as “the Code”), 
the applicants have prayed 

for quashing and setting 
aside F.I.R. bearing C.R. 
No.11196004210480 of 
2021 registered with Gotri 
Police Station, Vadodara 
city for the offences punish-
able under Sections 498A, 
376(2) (n), 377, 312, 313, 504, 
506(2), 323, 419 and 120B 
of the Indian Penal Code 
and Sections 4, 4(A), 4(2)
(A), 4(2)(B) and 5 of the Gu-
jarat Freedom of Religion 
(Amendment) Act, 2021 
and Sections 3(1)(r)(s), 3(2)
(5), 3(2)(5-a), 3(1)(w)(1)(2) of 
the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act and to 
quash all other consequen-
tial proceedings arising out 
of the aforesaid FIR qua the 
applicants.”

Needless to say, the Bench 
then points out in para 2 of 
this remarkable judgment 
that, “Heard learned advo-
cate for the applicants and 
Mr. R. P. Patel, learned ad-
vocate for the respondent 
No.2 – complainant. Mr. R. 
P.”

Quite significantly, we 
see that the Bench then 
states aptly in para 3 of this 
refreshing judgment that, 

“Both the learned advocates 
would submit that dur-
ing the pendency of pres-
ent petition, the matter is 
amicably settled amongst 
the parties and therefore, 

any further continuation 
of the proceedings pursu-
ant to the impugned FIR 
would create hardship to 
the parties and further con-
tinuation of the proceedings 
would amount to abuse of 
process of law.”

As we see, the Bench then 
hastens to add in para 4 
of this robust judgment 
that, “Learned APP has 
opposed the application 
and submitted that looking 
to averments made in the 
FIR, complaint may not be 
quashed.”

To put things in perspec-
tive, the Bench then envis-
ages in para 5 of this com-
mendable judgment that, 

“The complainant – respon-
dent No.2 – Divyaben w/o 
Sameer Abdulbhai Qureshi 
is personally present before 
the Court today and is iden-
tified by her learned advo-
cate. Learned advocate for 
the complainant confirmed 
about the settlement hav-
ing been taken place and 
also confirmed the affida-
vit filed by the complain-
ant. The said affidavit inter 
alia states the fact that the 
matter is amicably settled 
between the parties.”

Most remarkably, the 
Bench then observes in 
para 6 of this learned judg-
ment that, “Considering the 
fact that the applicant No.1 
and the respondent No.2 
are the husband and wife 
respectively and rest of 
the applicants are the rela-
tives of the applicant No.1, 
however, because of the 
matrimonial disputes, the 
impugned F.I.R. came to be 
lodged, but, later on, with 
the mediation of the respec-
tive members of the family, 
an amicable settlement has 

been arrived at between the 
parties and they are resid-
ing together. In that view of 
the matter, the further con-
tinuation of the criminal 
proceedings would jeopar-
dize their future, and thus, 
this Court is inclined to ac-
cept the settlement.”

Most significantly, the 
Bench then encapsulates 

in para 7 what constitutes 
the cornerstone of this no-
table judgment wherein it 
is held that, “Having heard 
the learned counsel for 
the parties and consider-
ing the facts of settlement 
and law laid down by the 
Apex Court [Gian Singh Vs. 
State of Punjab & Anr., re-
ported in (2012) 10 SCC 303, 

Madan Mohan Abbot Vs. 
State of Punjab, reported in 
(2008) 4 SCC 582, Nikhil 
Merchant Vs. Central Bu-
reau of Investigation & Anr., 
reported in 2009 (1) GLH 
31, Manoj Sharma Vs. State 
& Ors., reported in 2009 
(1) GLH 190 and Narinder 
Singh & Ors. Vs. State of 
Punjab & Anr. reported in 

2014 (2) Crime 67 (SC)], this 
Court is of the considered 
view that further continu-
ation of the criminal pro-
ceedings in relation to the 
impugned FIR would noth-
ing but unnecessary harass-
ment to the parties and trial 
thereon would be futile and 
further continuation of the 
proceedings would amount 
to abuse of process of law. 
Thus, to secure the ends of 
justice, the impugned FIR is 
required to be quashed and 
set aside in exercise of pow-
ers conferred under Section 
482 of the Code.”

Finally, the Bench then 
concludes by holding in 
para 8 of this notable judg-
ment most forthrightly that, 

“Resultantly, this applica-
tion is allowed and the im-

pugned F.I.R. bearing C.R. 
No.11196004210480 of 
2021 registered with Gotri 
Police Station, Vadodara 
city filed against present ap-
plicants is hereby quashed 
and set aside and all other 
proceedings arising out of 
the aforesaid FIR are also 
quashed and set aside. Di-
rect service permitted.”

All told, we thus see that 
the Gujarat High Court has 
very rightly quashed the 
State’s first FIR that was 
filed under the anti-conver-
sion law. This was possible 
as the husband and wife 
had agreed to bury their 
differences and had ami-
cably settled their matters 
among themselves. Very 
rightly so!

Sanjeev Sirohi, Advocate

In Court

Gujarat HC QuasHes state’s FIrst FIr 
FIled under ‘antI-love jIHad’ law

analysis
Sanjeev Sirohi

Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution and 
Textiles, Piyush Goyal to-
day said  ‘Scale’ and ‘Speed’ 
will make a difference to 
India’s growth story. Quot-
ing PM Shri Narendra 
Modi, Minister highlighted 
the scale at which India of-
fers opportunity and the 
speed with which India is 
adopting technology and 
integrating with a global 
economy.  

He was addressing Con-
sumer Electronics and Ap-
pliances Manufacturers 
Association (CEAMA) 43rd 
Annual Function ACE Dia-
logues 2022 in New Delhi 
today. 

The Minister congratu-
lated the Award winners 
and appreciated the Indus-
try for their passion and 
commitment to contribute 
to India’s growth story, and 
taking it towards the path 
of self-reliant and self con-
fident Economy. He par-
ticularly lauded the LED 
manufacturers for their 
contribution in India’s 
LED success. He said that 
the entire nation adopted 
LED, and highlighted that 
India was able to roll out 
LED bulbs to the length and 

breadth of the country in 
just four years. 

Addressing the gathering 
he said India with 1.4 bil-
lion people today provides 
the largest market oppor-
tunity available anywhere 
in the world. This is the 
calling card, Shri Goyal said, 
because of which world 
wants to engage with India 
today. They recognise that 
India offers a huge opportu-
nity in terms of market. 

Goyal highlighted that 
developed countries of the 
world are now keen to do 
free trade agreements or 
comprehensive economic 
partnerships with India. 
India’s vibrant startup eco-
system and innovation is at-
tracting the world to come 
and set up operations in 
India. Shri Goyal informed 
that FTA negotiations are 
underway with UK, Cana-
da, EU, Israel and one more 
important FTA will be 
launched next week (With 
GCC). He complimented 
industry for their bold lead-

ership on negotiating on an 
equal basis while dealing 
with the developed nations.  
This shows the courage 
of conviction of Industry 
in their ability to compete 
with the best, he added.

Goyal said the govern-
ment’s focus has been to 
promote manufacturing 
in India. He added that the 
Government has made sig-
nificant structural changes 
to the Indian economy and 
cited ease of doing business,  
improvement in Global In-
novation Index rankings, 
success of  schemes like 
production linked incentive 
scheme. Goyal said remark-
able growth in the mobile 
industry from two manu-
facturers to nearly 200  
manufacturers is a living 
example of the success. 

Goyal said India taking 
over the presidency of the 
G 20 is a matter of pride for 
us. Shri Goyal said India is a 

‘SMART’ country. Elaborat-
ing on it, he said  ‘S’ stands 
for sustainability. Sustain-

ability should be the hall-
mark of the consumer elec-
tronics industry. 
‘M’ stands for India’s 

manufacturing capabilities,  
can we manufacture high 
quality products,  Can we 
become recognized globally, 
can we adopt and Imple-
ment world quality stan-
dards, he added. 
‘A’  stands for Atmanirbhar 

Bharat. We must encourage 
the component ecosystem 
in India to become an atma 
nirbhar consumer electron-
ics manufacturing base.
‘R’ stands for Rating. He 

asked the industry to con-
sider having quality ratings 
with the Made in India label 
on self regulation principles. 
He asked to encourage peo-
ple to adopt modern stan-
dards and buy high quality 
goods. 
‘T’ stands for technology. 

It will determine the suc-
cess of our industry. We 
must look at new emerging 
trends and pick up the con-
temporary trends at early 
stages. 

Goyal concluded by say-
ing that the industry will 
truly become the flag bear-
ers of new prosperous India, 
which will provide job op-
portunities to every single 
child born in India, and 
produce world class prod-
ucts in India.

Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution and Tex-
tiles, Piyush Goyal reviewed 
the progress achieved by PM 
GatiShakti National Master 
Plan at a meeting with se-
nior officials from various 
line ministries in New Delhi 
today.

Since its launch in Octo-
ber 2021, the PM GatiShakti 
National Master Plan has 
been a transformative ap-
proach towards integrated 
planning and synchro-
nized infrastructure project 
implementation. Adopting 
a ‘whole of the government 
approach’, the National 
Master Plan has success-
fully incorporated more 
than 1900 GIS data layers 
for infrastructure mapping 
of different Ministries and 
State Governments. In the 
last one year, the NMP has 
effectively expedited many 
projects which had been 
previously stalled.

Goyal appreciated the 
progress made by central 
Ministries and States in 
stepping up the usage of 
the National Master Plan, 
especially to plan critical in-
frastructure. The Minister 
called for more training and 
capacity building to further 

boost the utilization of PM 
GatiShakti by various line 
ministries, departments 
and states.

He also asked ministries 
to prioritize the bridging of 
critical infrastructure gaps 
and focus on development 

of regions of strategic im-
portance, especially indus-
trial clusters that can act as 
drivers of economic growth.

The NMP Platform is 
now also being used by 
all Central Ministries and 
State Governments for 

smoother planning process 
and sound decision making. 
Over 250 infrastructure 
projects have been exam-
ined in the last one year by 
using the National Master 
Plan and the PM GatiShakti 
Institutional Structure.

These projects include 
many connectivity linkages 
of rail, port, road, and last 
mile infrastructure projects 
for sectors such as agricul-
ture, food, steel, and coal.

During the meeting vari-
ous Ministries made pre-
sentations and deliberated 
their progress and achieve-
ments through the National 
Master Plan platform.

CommerCe InFrastruCture
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The Bench then concludes by holding in para 8 of this 
notable judgment most forthrightly that, “Resultantly, this 
application is allowed and the impugned F.I.R. bearing C.R. 
No.11196004210480 of 2021 registered with Gotri Police Station, 
Vadodara city filed against present applicants is hereby quashed 
and set aside and all other proceedings arising out of the aforesaid 
FIR are also quashed and set aside. Direct service permitted



Poland does not have 
any conclusive evidence 
on who fired the missile 
that caused an explosion 
in the Przedwodow vil-
lage near Ukraine’s bor-
der, president Andrzej 
Duda said on Wednesday. 
In an address, Andrzej 
Duda said that the mis-
sile was “most likely pro-
duced in Russia,” CNN 
reported. During his ad-
dress from the Bureau of 
National Security in War-
saw, Duda said that Poland 
is working in a “very calm 
manner,” as per the CNN 
report. Duda announced 
that Poland has raised the 
alert status for its military. 
Duda stated that NATO al-
lies have affirmed support 
for the United States. Duda 
stated that the US will be 
sending experts to conduct 
an investigation at the site 
of the explosion as part of a 
joint operation. 

“We are working calmly 

and in a very calm man-
ner,” CNN quoted An-
drzej Duda as saying. 
In a statement on Tuesday, 
Polish Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lukasz Ja-
sina said that a “Russian-
made missile” fell in Prze-
wodow, which is close 
to Ukraine’s border and 
claimed lives of two people. 
Jasina further said that 
the Polish Ministry of 
External  Aff a irs  has 
summoned Russia’s am-

bassador to Poland and 
demanded an “immediate 
and detailed explanation.” 
Jasina in a statement said, 
“At 3:40 pm, a Russia-made 
missile dropped on the vil-
lage of Przewodow, district 
Hrubieszow, Lubelskie 
province, and resulted in the 
death of two citizens of the 
Republic of Poland.” 

The Polish foreign minis-
try did not specify details re-
garding the type of “Russian-
made missile” which they 
claim landed in Przewodow. 
Earlier on November 14, 
US President Joe Biden 
held talks with his Polish 
counterpart Andrzej Duda 
and expressed condolences 
over the loss of life in East-
ern Poland. Duda briefed 
Biden about the ongoing as-
sessment of the explosion. 
Biden assured Poland about 
US support and assistance 
for the investigation and 
affirmed his “ironclad” 
commitment to NATO, ac-
cording to the readout of the 
talks released by the White 
House. 

Initial findings have suggested that the missile that hit Po-
land, was fired by Ukrainian forces, Reuters reported on 
Wednesday.

Reuters cited AP news agency to report that US officials 
have said that the initial findings have suggested that the 
missile that hit Poland was fired by Ukrainian forces at an 
incoming Russian missile. Meanwhile, DPA News Agency 
said that US President Joe Biden told G7 leaders that there 
are indications that the rocket was an anti-aircraft missile 
from Ukraine.

“There are indications that the rocket which hit a village in 
eastern Poland was an anti-aircraft missile from Ukraine, US 
President Joe Biden told world leaders during a meeting on 
Wednesday, DPA has learned,” DPA tweeted.

The explosion in Poland took place on Tuesday (local time).
“On 15 November 2022, another hours-long, massive shell-

ing took place of the entire territory of Ukraine and its critical 
infrastructure by the armed forces of the Russian Federation. 
At 3:40 pm, a Russia-made missile dropped on the village of 
Przewodow, district Hrubieszow, Lubelskie province, and re-
sulted in the death of two citizens of the Republic of Poland,” 
the foreign ministry statement said.

On November 15, Polish media reported that two missiles 
fell on the territory of Poland in the Lubelskie province bor-
dering Ukraine. The Russian Defence Ministry dismissed re-
ports, saying its military has performed no strikes targeting 
the Ukrainian-Polish border zone.

Polish President Andrzej Duda spoke with both US Presi-
dent Joe Biden and British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, fol-
lowing the explosion that took place in the eastern part of the 
country near the Ukraine border.
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Global leaders 
back Poland’s 
probe into blast

The leaders of NATO and G7 have offered full support and 
assistance to Poland’s ongoing investigation into the explo-
sion that happened near its border with Ukraine. In a joint 
statement issued after the “emergency meeting” held on the 
sidelines of the G20 summit in Bali, the leaders said that they 
spoke about the explosion in Poland and agreed to remain 
in contact to determine the next steps as the investigation 
proceeds.

The joint statement of NATO and G7 leaders reads, “We 
discussed the explosion that took place in the eastern part of 
Poland near the border with Ukraine. We offer our full sup-
port for and assistance with Poland’s ongoing investigation. 
We agree to remain in close touch to determine appropriate 
next steps as the investigation proceeds.” 

The leaders of NATO and G7 condemned Russia’s “barbaric 
missile attacks” on Ukrainian cities and civilian infrastruc-
ture. After the meeting, the Leaders of Canada, the European 
Commission, the European Council, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the Netherlands, Spain, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States in a joint statement reiterated their “steadfast 
support” for Ukraine and its people in the face of Russia’s 
offensive.

Biden said, “We also discussed the latest series of Russian 
missile attacks, which are continuing the brutality and in-
humanity that they have demonstrated throughout this war 
against Ukrainian cities and civilian infrastructures. And 
they’ve been totally unconscionable, what they’re doing.”

Former United States 
President Donald 
T r u m p  h a s  a n -

nounced that he will seek 
the Republic Party nomi-
nation to contest in the 
2024 presidential election. 
“In order to make America 
great and glorious again I 
am tonight announcing my 
candidacy for President of 
the United States,” Trump 
said on Tuesday (local time). 
“It was only the beginning 
to rescue the American 
dream,” he further added.

The announcement comes 
in the wake of mid-term 
elections held in the US. 
CNN reported that Trump’s 
paperwork establishing his 
candidacy landed with the 
Federal Election Commit-
tee shortly before he de-
livered his announcement 
at Mar-a-Lago, his Florida 

waterfront estate. Demo-
crats have been leading in 
50 seats of the US Senate 
while Republicans continue 
to take lead in 49 seats, 

The Washington Post 
r e p o r t e d .  D e m o c r at s 
have been leading in 207 
seats while Republicans 
have been leading in 217 
seats in the US House. 
Trump in recent months 
has been hinting that 
he  would  r un in  the 
presidential elections. 
Talking about Repub-
lican Party, the former 
United States President 
said that his party has be-
come much bigger, much 
stronger, much more pow-
erful [and] can do much 
more good for the country. 
He also said that Rus-
s ia ’s  war  in  Ukraine 
would “never have hap-
pened” if he was President 
“Even the Democrats have 
admitted that,” Trump said. 

For the record, no Demo-
crats have said that Russia’s 
war in Ukraine would not 
have happened if Trump 
was President, Trump add-
ed.

Former US President 
also promised not to give 
Biden “four more years.” 
“I will ensure Joe Biden 
does not  receive four 
more years,” Trump said. 
“Our country can not 
take that. It can only take 
so much... We will do it 
again, but with even more 
votes this time,” he added. 
Former United States Presi-
dent has set his eyes on 
winning a second term in 
Washington as he made a 
statement regarding two 
GOP governors Ron De-
Santis of Florida and Glenn 
Youngkin of Virginia who 
could challenge his status 
as the party’s anchor in the 
coming months, the CNN 
reported.

‘MakE aMErica grEaT’

TrUMp aNNoUNcES 2024 prESiDENTial ElEcTioN biD
TDG NETWORK
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Andrzej Duda

US President Joe Biden today 
held a meeting with United 
Kingdom Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak on the sidelines 
of the G20 summit in Bali. 
During the meeting, the two 
leaders discussed “Russia’s 
barbaric missile strikes” in 
Ukraine and emphasised US 
and UK’s “strong support” 
for Ukraine as it defends it-
self against Russia.
“The leaders discussed Rus-
sia’s barbaric missile strikes 
in Ukraine and underscored 
their governments’ strong 

support for Ukraine as it de-
fends itself against Russian 
aggression,” according to 
the statement released by the 
White House. The two lead-
ers accused Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and his 
regime of being “directly re-
sponsible” for precipitating 
global economic issues, in-
cluding rising inflation. They 
emphasised keeping interna-
tional pressure to ensure that 
Putin fails in Ukraine. Biden 
and Sunak discussed the 
explosion that happened in 
eastern Poland and affirmed 
full support for Poland’s on-
going investigation.

bilaTEral TiES

biDEN MEETS SUNak, 
DiScUSSES ‘barbaric 
rUSSiaN aTTackS’

The site where a missile hit Poland.

aNTi-aircrafT MiSSilE

Initial findings suggest 
missile that hit Poland was 
fired by Ukrainian forces 

afTEr EXploSioN

MiSSilE ‘MoST likEly proDUcED iN 
rUSSia,’ SayS polaND prESiDENT

‘blow To TiES rESET’

Xi, Sunak scheduled 
meeting called off due 
to ‘time pressures’

A scheduled meeting be-
tween Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and British Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak was 
called off due to “time pres-
sures,” according to UK 
newspaper Guardian.

“Sunak’s bilateral with Chi-
na’s president Xi has been 
cancelled this afternoon, de-
scribed as being because of 
time pressures after the snap 
meeting this morning on the 
missiles in Poland. Blow to 
the intended reset of UK-
China relations,” Gaurdian’s 
deputy political editor Jessica 
Elgot said in a tweet. This 
meeting would have been the 
first in-person bilateral talks 
between the leaders of the 
two countries in five years.

At a regular briefing on to-
day, Chinese foreign minis-
try spokeswoman Mao Ning 
said “I have no information 
to share with you” on the can-
celled meeting.

“I would like to emphasise 
that China is committed to 

promoting the healthy and 
stable development of China-
UK relations,” she added. 
“We hope the UK works to-
gether with China,” she said.

The relationship between 
UK and China soured fol-
lowing London’s trade policy 
Minister Greg Hands’ visit 
to Taiwan. UK Minister was 
on a two-day visit to Tai-
wan where he met Taiepi’s 
President Tsai Ing-wen and 
co-host the 25th annual UK-
Taiwan Trade Talks.

Visiting Taiwan in person is 
a clear signal of the UK’s com-
mitment to boosting UK-Tai-
wan trade ties. Like the UK, 
Taiwan is a champion of free 
and fair trade underpinned 
by a rules-based global trad-
ing system, according to the 
UK government’s press re-
lease.

“I first visited Taiwan 31 
years ago in 1991 and it’s been 
fantastic to see the growth of 
this dynamic, vibrant econo-
my. I’m thrilled to be the first 
trade minister here post-pan-
demic and to be celebrating 
the 25th anniversary of trade 

talks,” the statement quoted 
Hands as saying.

He further said, “Boosting 
trade with this vital partner 
is part of the UK’s post-Brexit 
tilt towards the Indo-Pacific 
and closer collaboration will 
help us future-proof our 
economy in the decades to 
come.”

Due to the UK’s offshore 
wind experience and exper-
tise, the UK is already a ma-
jor partner in Taiwan’s green 
transition, with more than 
38 British companies already 
set up offices in Taiwan. The 
Minister visited the Formosa 
2 offshore wind site - the first 
international offshore wind 
project supported by UK Ex-
port Finance - in which more 
than 10 British companies are 
involved, the statement reads.

China’s Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Zhao Lijian 
slammed British Minister 
Greg Hands over his visit to 
Taiwan and said that Beijing 
firmly opposes any form of 
official interaction between 
the London and the Taiwan 
region.

oN livE caMEra

biDEN STUMblES agaiN 
DUriNg MaNgrovE forEST 
viSiT aT bali g20 SUMMiT

US President Joe Biden stum-
bled on the stairs while he was 
heading towards the Taman 
Hutan Raya mangrove forest. 
On Tuesday, Biden, not for 
the first time, stumbled on the 
stairs and appeared to lose his 
footing after which, Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo held him 
during their visit to a Mangrove 
forest in Bali at G20 Summit. 
This is not the first time Biden 
has been caught stumbling on live camera. On November 6, 
when Biden appeared at Sarah Lawrence College in a rally 
attended by hundreds, he at one point stumbled on the stage 
and appeared to lose his footing, New York Post reported. 
“Whoops,”  he  said as  he recovered his  stance. 
On Tuesday 79-year-old Biden managed to arrest his 
fall with the help of the Indonesian President unlike 
in June when he fell off his bike, or when he stumbled 
while walking up the stairs to Air Force One last year. 
Earlier in June, Biden took a tumble off his bike as he 
took a ride near his vacation home in the US state of 
Delaware. On that occasion, Biden’s security crowd-
ed the US President and helped him get upright. 
“I’m good,” Biden said, telling pool reporters that he had had 
trouble taking his biking shoes out of the pedals. 

“As the President said, his foot got caught on the pedal 
while dismounting and he is fine. No medical attention is 
needed. The President looks forward to spending the rest 
of the day with his family,” a White House official said. 
In May, also, a similar incident took place where he nearly fell 
while walking up the stairs of Air Force One. 

Joe Biden

top of the day

bizMaN claiMS 
iMraN khaN govT 
SolD $2M waTch 
IsLAmAbAD: A Dubai-
based businessman 
claimed that the former 
PTI government had 
in 2019 sold a Graff 
wristwatch gifted by 
saudi Crown Prince 
mohammad bin salman 
to then Prime minister 
Imran Khan for UsD 
2 million or about Rs 
280 million, Dawn 
reported. The matter 
assumes significance 
as sale of Toshakhana 
gifts received by Imran 
Khan has become a 
national political issue. 
The businessman Umar 
Farooq Zahoor claimed 
that Farah Khan, a close 
friend of Khan’s wife 
bushra bibi, met with him 
in Dubai and was instantly 
interested because the 
luxury watches were 

“rare and priceless”. “[she] 
told me the history of the 
watch and said that they 
were gifted to Imran Khan 
by the saudi prince. she 
said she wanted to sell 
these on Imran and his 
wife’s behalf,” he said.  

kEviN MccarThy 
NoMiNaTED To bE 
NEXT SpEakEr
WAshInGTOn: Republi-
can house minority Leader 
Kevin mcCarthy has 
been nominated to be the 
speaker in the next term 
of Congress given that 
Republicans are projected 
to hold the majority in 
the lower congressional 
chamber. “house Repub-
licans have elected Kevin 
mcCarthy as our nominee 
for speaker for the 118th 
Congress,” house Repub-
licans said via Twitter. Cnn 
reported that mcCarthy’s 
nomination comes after 
an underwhelming per-
formance in the midterm 
election led to a search 
among conservatives for 
a challenger. The vote 
puts mcCarthy in line to 
be the next speaker of the 
house, only if he wins at 
least 218 votes in the full 
house of Representatives. 
he won 188-31 against 
Arizona Representative 
Andy biggs, Cnn reported 
citing multiple sources. 
It was a secret ballot, and 
mcCarthy only needed to 
earn a simple majority of 
the conference, the Ameri-
can broadcaster added.

who’S aDvicE 
for babiES borN 
prEMaTUrEly
GenevA: The World 
health Organization 
(WhO) has launched new 
guidelines to improve 
survival and health 
outcomes for babies born 
early (before 37 weeks 
of pregnancy) or small 
(under 2.5 kg at birth). In 
a statement, the WhO 
said guidelines advise that 
skin-to-skin contact with 
a caregiver—known as 
kangaroo mother care—
should start immediately 
after birth, without any ini-
tial period in an incubator. 
This marks a significant 
change from earlier guid-
ance and common clinical 
practice, reflecting the 
immense health benefits 
of ensuring caregivers and 
their preterm babies can 
stay close, without being 
separated, after birth. 
The guidelines provide 
recommendations to en-
sure emotional, financial 
and workplace support for 
families of very small and 
preterm babies, who can 
face extraordinary stress 
and hardship.
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Us president Joe biden on Wednesday 
reacted to former president Donald 
Trump’s announcement of another 
White house bid in the upcoming 2024 
elections by saying the Republican 
had “failed” his country while in of-
fice. “Donald Trump failed America,” 
Trump said in a tweet from Indone-
sia’s bali where is attending the G20 
summit. In a video accompanying 
his tweet, biden alleged that during 
Trump’s rule there were “tax cuts for 
the rich and corporators,” “record-
breaking unemployment”, “worst job 
report on record”.

According to the Us President, 
Trump is the only President to leave 
office with fewer jobs than when he 
took office.

he said the Trump administration 

asked the supreme Court to overturn 
the Affordable Care Act, which was 
an “attack” on the healthcare sector, 
leaving 23 million Americans without 
coverage.

biden further claimed that Trump 
“coddled” extremists and attacked 

women’s rights in the case of the 
“abortion” rule. Trump wanted “pun-
ishment” for abortion.

The Us President accused the Re-
publican leader of “inciting” violence 
reminding people of the January 6 
Capitol attack

Cnn reported on Wednesday that 
Trump filed his documents estab-
lishing his candidacy to run for the 
presidency again in 2024.

The announcement comes after the 
mid-term elections held in the Us.

Democrats have been leading in 50 
seats of the Us senate while Republi-
cans continue to take lead in 49 seats, 
The Washington Post reported. Demo-
crats have been leading in 207 seats 
while Republicans have been leading 
in 217 seats in the Us house.

Trump in recent months has been 
hinting that he would run in the presi-
dential elections.

‘DoNalD TrUMp failED aMErica’, SayS JoE biDEN afTEr 
EX-prESiDENT aNNoUNcES hE will rUN agaiN
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The UN mission in Afghani-
stan has expressed its deep 
concern over reports of 
women in Afghanistan being 
prevented from using parks, 
gyms and baths, and urged 
the Taliban to respect female 
citizens’ “access to all forms 
of public life”.

Last week, the Taliban 
prohibited Afghan women 
from visiting all public 
parks in the country. Tali-
ban spokesperson said they 
have also banned women’s 
public bathhouses as they 
are contrary to the sharia 
law. “UNAMA is deeply 
concerned by recent Tali-
ban officials’ statements and 
mounting on-the-ground 
reports of women being pre-
vented from using parks, 
gyms and baths. All Af-
ghans’ rights should be up-
held, particularly women’s 
access to all forms of public 
life and girls right to educa-
tion,” the United Nations 
Assistance Mission in Af-

ghanistan (UNAMA) wrote 
on Twitter.

Since the return of the Tali-
ban to Kabul in August 2021, 
the Taliban’s systematic at-
tacks on the rights of women 
and girls and the use of vio-
lence, including torture and 
enforced disappearances, 
have created a culture of fear 
in Afghan society.

A number of rights groups 
have called on the Taliban to 
reverse its recent decision to 
stop women from visiting 
public parks in Kabul.

The European Union (EU) 
has also condemned the ad-
ditional restrictions by the 
Taliban on women’s freedom 
of movement, including the 
barring women from enter-
ing public parks and gyms.

“These restrictions come 
in addition to the already 
severe violations by the Tali-
ban of the rights of Afghan 
women and girls - in contra-
diction to Taliban’s own ini-
tial promises,” the 27-mem-
ber bloc said in a statement 
on Monday.
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miserable living

Kabul residents complain 
of power shortage as 
winter approaches

Imran Khan’s Pakistan Teh-
reek-i-Insaf (PTI) has filed 
applications in Supreme 
Court registries across the 
country, seeking a judicial 
commission into three key 
issues being hotly debated 
in the country.

The main issues that have 
been at the center of political 
tussles between the coalition 
government and opposition 
are the assassination attempt 
on Imran Khan, the secret 
video recording of Pakistani 
Senator Azam Swati and his 
wife, and the killing of jour-
nalist Arshad Sharif in Ke-
nya, the Dawn newspaper 
reported. The PTI leaders 
claimed they were denied 
entry to the Supreme Court 
building after they reached 
the parking lot, the newspa-
per said.

“This is shocking that the 
SC registrar prevented PTI 
legislators from entering 
the SC in Islamabad today. 
Isn’t the SC supposed to be a 
public building? If legislators 
cannot enter a public build-
ing where one goes to seek 
justice what must be the fate 
of ordinary citizens,” for-
mer Pakistan human rights 
minister Shireen Mazari 
tweeted.

“The SC Registrar should 
immed apologise for his 
inexcusable action of pre-
venting legislators from en-
tering the SC. The Senators 
who were denied entry into 

SC should immed call for 
breach of privilege motion in 
Senate. Let us see if the pusil-
lanimous Chairman Senate 
can take a stand!” she added.

According to Dawn, the 
PTI leaders asked the SC to 
constitute a judicial com-
mission to probe the three 
events i.e. assassination plot 
and attempt on Imran and 
the subsequent refusal by 
police to register an FIR on 
Khan’s complaint against in-
dividuals who the complain-
ant alleged had devised the 
assassination plot.

The opposition lawmak-
ers also demanded that the 
commission also investigate 
the illegal video recording of 
Senator Swati and his wife 
while they were staying at 
an official rest house, and 
sent to the senator’s wife. 
Furthermore, the court was 
requested that the commis-
sion also investigate the bru-
tal assassination of journalist 
Arshad Sharif in Kenya. 

Political tussle

imran Khan’s Party 
demands judicial 
Probe into Key issues
TDG NeTwork
Islamabad

Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran 
Khan called out incumbent PM Shehbaz 
Sharif for consulting Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) supremo and elder 
brother Nawaz Sharif regarding the appoint-
ment of the new chief of army staff (COAS).

He levelled the allegation while addressing 
the long march from his Lahore residence, 
The News International newspaper report-
ed. Khan claimed that Shehbaz violated the 
country’s Official Secrecy Act by consulting 
his elder brother Nawaz Sharif on the new 
COAS appointment. “How can the PM con-
sult a fugitive [Nawaz] on a chief of army 
staff’s appointment,” he was quoted as saying 
by The News International while referring to 
Shehbaz’s recent visit to London. “It is impos-
sible to imagine that a convicted and fugitive 
person will now take important decisions in 
Pakistan,” he said adding that the court of 
law would be moved against violation of the 
Secrecy Act.

As the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
continues to engage in a showdown with 
all quarters of the country’s establishment, 
party chief Imran Khan earlier said that it 
does not matter to him who becomes the 
next army chief of the country after the re-
tirement of General Qamar Javed Bajwa later 
this month, if the decision is taken on merit.

In an exclusive conversation with Dawn, 
the former Pakistan PM said all was going 
well between him and the establishment un-
til his government failed to convict those he 
accused of corruption and his party refused 
to appoint their preferred choice of Punjab 
chief minister.

“The army chief wanted me to have Aleem 
Khan [as CM Punjab] and I wouldn’t. Be-
cause not only were there NAB cases against 
him, he had occupied and sold land worth 
millions belonging to the government,” he 
claimed.

The cricketer-turned-politician said he 
wished to bring rule of law in the country 
with the help of the all-powerful army. Khan 
said doesn’t know the internal politics of the 
army but their relationship was going well.

“Later, I discovered there was a big issue 
going on about the next army chief. I had 
never ever thought about who the army chief 
would be in November -- why would I care, 
if it’s on merit? It should be the best person. 
It matters to the Sharifs and Zardari... but 
not to me,” the PTI chief said in the Dawn 
interview.

70-year-old Khan has been embroiled in a 
political tussle with the coalition government 
since his ouster in April. His war of words 
with the country’s establishment has only 
gotten worse, following the assassination at-
tempt on him this month.

On Sunday, Pakistan President Arif Alvi, 
who belongs to Imran’s party, talked about 
his ‘backdoor’ efforts to reach out to all po-
litical players as well as the powers that be to 
find a workable solution.

“Backdoor talks are underway with the 
institutions that matter to sort out the differ-
ences (among the players). If the talks suc-
ceed, they will be in the public domain. I am 
playing the role of a mediator as the supreme 
commander of the armed forces, but I am not 
a broker,” he was quoted as saying by Dawn.

Alvi also added that he was also playing his 
role in defusing tensions between the institu-
tion and party chief Imran Khan. 

army chief PicK

PM Shehbaz Sharif violated 
secrecy by consulting 
‘fugitive’ Nawaz, says Imran 

significant escalation

five-year worK Plan
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hamas, hezbollah rocKet attacKs 
Pose a big threat to israel

Joint work programme launched at COP27 to 
promote climate technology solutions

UN voices concern over 
reports of further curbs  
on Afghan women
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Rocket attacks by 
Hamas and terror 
outfit  Hezbollah 

from Gaza and Lebanon 
may not cause deaths but it 
continues to haunt and ter-
rorise Israeli citizens. Every 
time a rocket is launched 
sirens start blowing across 
Israel and people start rush-
ing towards bomb shelters 
or safe houses.

Israel has effectively man-
aged to develop Iron Dome 
batteries to intercept and 
bring down rockets directed 
toward the country. Iron 
Dome batteries which Israel 
jointly developed with US 
congressional funding have 
a success rate of 90 per cent 
and they can intercept and 
bring down low, mid and 
long-range rockets, ballistic 
missiles, drones, UAVs and 
even planes. However Israeli 
defence forces are still con-
cerned about rocket attacks, 
according to an estimate 
there are 30,000 rockets in 

Gaza with Hamas and more 
than 1,30,000 in Lebanon 
with Hezbollah which Israel 
claims enjoys the backing of 
Iran.

There is a fear that in case 
of all-out war with Israel 
both Hamas and Hezbollah 
can sustain 4,000 rocket at-
tacks a day and Israel is not 
equipped to handle such 
combined attacks.

Speaking to ANI, former 
international spokesperson 
of IDF Yonaton Konikos 

said: “Rockets are a signifi-
cant threat to state of Israel, 
today is not just about south-
ern part, majority of the Jew-
ish population is under rock-
et threat from Gaza and that 
is without speaking about 
bigger threat from Lebanon, 
Hezbollah which has hun-
dred and thirty thousand 
rockets as opposed to thirty 
thousand rockets here, thirty 
thousand in Gaza and hun-
dred and thirty thousand in 
Lebanon and all the scenar-

io Israel anticipate is that if 
there is significant escalation 
Hamas and Hezbollah even 
though one is Sunni other is 
Shia they will coordinate the 
effort and they will fire si-
multaneously and hundred 
and thirty thousand from 
north and thirty thousand 
from south all of Israel, all 
population is under rocket 
threat, unlike many other 
countries whose military 
is under threat, for us it is 
about our families under 
threat from terrorist organ-
isations.”

“Overall success of Iron 
Dome is 90 per cent which is 
phenomenal and the biggest 
shortcoming of the Israeli 
defence are issue of quantity 
when hundred and thirty 
thousand rockets from north 
and thirty thousand from 
south you put them together 
and you will know we need 
large number of Iron Dome 
batteries and large number 
of interceptors, without go-
ing into the numbers I can 
say Israel don’t have enough 
iron dome batteries if there 

is all-out war,” adds Yona-
ton Konikos who served in 
IDF for 24 years as a combat 
commander in Lebanon and 
Gaza.

Towns near Gaza border 
bore the maximum brunt of 
rocket attacks, ANI visited 
a town very close to Gaza 
called Netiv Hasara.

Speaking to us, a resident 
displays a rocket and told 
us that this is one of the first 
rockets fired from Gaza to-
wards Israel, she said first 
rocket fell in her farm and 
we were laughing, media 
covered the attack first day, 
then again second and third-
day rockets continue to fall 
and we understood that our 
lives are going to change for-
ever, she added.

She said when alarm 
sounds we have just five sec-
onds to reach a shelter, we 
can’t even waste half a sec-
ond in thinking , so we have 
to be always ready and alert.

While visit ing Netiv 
Hasara, an agency saw bomb 
shelters along most of the 
bus stops and public places. 
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Ahead of approaching win-
ter, residents of Kabul ex-
pressed concerns over the 
power shortages as they 
complained of getting only 
seven to eight hours of elec-
tricity every day.

Kabul residents said they 
are living miserable lives 
as the authorities in the 
country do not pay heed to 
frequent power outages, 
Khaama Press reported. 
“We have a lot of problems 
due to the shortage of pow-
er. When the clients see that 
the shop is dark, they don’t 
come in,” said Baseer Ah-
mad, a resident of Kabul.

“I call on the officials and 
Ministry of Energy and 
Water to pay attention to 
solve the issue of power if 

possible,” said Mohammad 
Qurban, another resident of 
Kabul.

However, the authori-
ties have claimed that the 
volume of electricity being 
imported from Uzbekistan 
would increase in the winter 
to alleviate the shortages as 
the Afghan private sector is 
also suffering from a short-
age of electricity in the coun-
try, reported Khaama Press.

Afghanistan imports 
around 80 per cent of its 
electricity from neighbour-
ing countries, mainly Cen-
tral Asian nations.

Earlier in January, Uzbeki-
stan reduced the import of 
electricity to Afghanistan, 
causing a disruption of elec-
tricity supply in a number of 
Afghan provinces.

Some residents of the capi-
tal Kabul urged the officials 

concerned to stop depend-
ing on imported power and 
to begin the construction of 
dams inside the country, re-
ported Tolo News.

Amid an economic melt-
down in Afghanistan, the 
industrial factories com-
plained that the lack of elec-
tricity has affected their op-
erations.

Afghanistan for its elec-
tricity needs mostly relies on 
the Central Asian countries 
and technical problems in 
transmission lines during 
harsh winters are going to 
increase the woes of Af-
ghans.

Moreover, the financial 
problems and non-payment 
of bills had created major 
problems in the war-torn 
country after the Taliban 
took over Afghanistan and 
international aid dried up. 
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Iron Dome anti-missile system fires an interceptor missile as a 
rocket is launched from the Gaza strip towards Israel at the sky 
near the Israel-Gaza border on 7 August.

Pakistan’s former Prime Minister Imran khan.

Senior officials from several govern-
ments, the UN Environment Program 
(UNEP) and the UN Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
launched a new five-year work pro-
gramme at COP27 today to promote 
climate technology solutions in devel-
oping countries.

In a statement, the UNEP said, the 
Technology Executive Committee 

(TEC) and Climate Technology Centre 
and Network (CTCN)-the two bodies 
of the Technology Mechanism under 
the UNFCCC and Paris Agreement - 
launched their joint work programme 
to accelerate the deployment of trans-
formative climate technologies that are 
urgently required to tackle climate 
change. “The launch of this joint work 
programme is an important opportu-
nity for us to step up rapidly efforts to 
deploy technology to address through 
mitigation and adaptation”, said In-

ger Andersen, Executive Director of 
UNEP.

The new joint work programme of 
the Technology Mechanism covers 
work from 2023-2027. It foresees spe-
cific joint activities to be implemented 
by the TEC and CTCN, including tech-
nology roadmaps, work on gender and 
technology, technology and NDCs and 
digitalization, and common areas of 
work for the two bodies, including na-
tional systems of innovation, industry, 
and the water-energy-food nexus.

Pakistan journalist Arshad 
Sharif was killed in kenya.

reports suggest women in Afghanistan are being prevented from 
using parks, gyms and baths.

Kenya is going through an economic emer-
gency due to mounting Chinese debts leading 
many to believe that the successive Kenyan 
governments have over-borrowed for over-
priced projects.

A rising China is not only detrimental to the 
global economy but is a dangerous path that 
needs to be countered through a collective ef-
fort. Africa in specific needs to stand up to the 
Chinese strategy of providing unfavourable 
loans with conditions that intend to cripple 
economies at China’s behest, reported Africa 
Daily. Kenya’s mounting Chinese debts are 
causing some serious consequences in the 
African nation. China in specific amounts 
for around a third of Kenya’s debt.

This has left the east African nation in ex-
cessive debt and overburdened the national 
economy, leading the general public to call 
for a transparent and accountable reassess-
ment of Chinese investments in the country, 
reported Africa Daily.

These protests have seen some form of suc-
cess when documents released by the Ke-
nyan government after years of desecration 
proved that the Chinese side had unfavour-

able as well as hostile terms and conditions 
in infrastructural projects across the country. 
This has since not only stressed the Kenyan 
economy but has also generated significant 
animosity with the general public against 
Chinese investments, reported Africa Daily.

The contract that was released by Kenya’s 
Transport and Infrastructure Cabinet Sec-
retary, Kipchumba Murkomen, included 
details largely pertaining to one of the most 
ambitious projects that Kenya had ever taken 
in its history at China’s behest - The Standard 
Guage Railway initiative.

The project was initially stated as a game-
changing investment for Kenya in its devel-
opmental trajectory, yet China’s appalling 
technique in granting high-interested loans 
to the developing world had once again taken 
prime position once the project was agreed 
upon.

The project during its inception was agreed 
to be paid by the Exim Bank of China, above 
and over the loans granted by the Exim Bank, 
the Kenyan government declared in 2020, 
that it had financial dues amounting to over 
38 billion shillings to Afristar, a Chinese 
owned firm. This took the overall borrow-
ing for the SGR project alone to 420 billion 
shillings from China. 

economic emergency

Kenya’s mounting chinese 
debts causing serious 
consequences: rePort
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The new joint work programme of the 
Technology Mechanism covers work 
from 2023-2027. 
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Gurukul 
School 
Of Art 

students 
paying 

tribute to 
Shradha 

Walker 
who was 
chopped 

into many 
pieces, in 

Mumbai on 
Tuesday.

TRIBUTE

#NatioNalPressDay 

‘FreeDom oF the Press is a 
Precious Privilege’: NetizeNs oN 
NatioNal Press Day
On the occasion of National Press Day on 16 November, 
netizens and eminent personalities took to Twitter  to 
underline the importance of freedom of press. 

mallikarjun Kharge tweeted, “Freedom of the press 
is a precious privilege that no country can forego.” — 
Mahatma Gandhi. On National Press Day, extend best 
wishes to members of the Press & Media. Media is the 
protector and enabler of democratic institutions and 
this onerous task entails - no fear, no favour.”

ashok gehlot expressed, “It is a day that reminds 
how important press freedom is in a democracy. Media 
should be able to work without fear to strengthen ac-
countability and transparency in the system.”

Pralhad Joshi tweeted, “Free press is the foundation 
of a healthy democracy."

I have seen 
the talent 
Indian 
players have 
and there 
are plenty of 
superstars 
in that team.

— Kane Williamson

BRAIN-PICKING 

New Zealand skipper, on India’s talent pool, ahead of T20I 
match against India in Wellington.

TDG NeTwork  
NeW DelhI

TREND 

If you are an avid social 
media user, you must 
have stumbled upon 

#NoNutNovember or #NNN 
on your Twitter and Insta-
gram feeds this month. Won-
dering what these hashtags 
are about?

No Nut November (NNN) 
is an online challenge be-
tween men where they take 
a month-long oath of sexual 
abstinence. This challenge 
pops up every year in the 
month of November. It in-
volves men giving up ejacu-
lation for 30 days, which 
means no sex and no mas-
turbation for a month.

The origin of “No Nut No-
vember” is unclear. How-
ever, several reports suggest 
that it all started in 2011, 
when Urban Dictionary user 
uploaded an entry for the 
phrase “No Nut November.” 
The user defined it as a chal-
lenge in which an individual 
must refrain from having 
sexual pleasure in the month 
of November.

Internet challenges can be 
fascinating, but it seems like 

this ongoing “No Nut No-
vember” trend has failed to 
get a nod from several men.

Asked 26-year-old Anil 
Arora about his views on 
NNN, he said, “If someone 
offers me Rs 50 lakh to par-
ticipate in this challenge, I 
will never accept it. I have a 
life to make Rs 50 lakh, but 
what good is money if I can-
not satisfy my body.”

Ahmed, 43, who has been 
married for 16 years, feels 
this challenge is extremely 

“silly.”
“No Nut November doesn’t 

mean anything to me. It’s 
silly. India witnesses lakhs 
of marriages alone in No-
vember, it would be disap-
pointing and unfair for the 
young men who marry in 
this month if they start fol-
lowing this challenge,” he 
said.

According to Ahmed, 
“such challenges are best 
for men who don’t have any-
thing to do in life.”

“The person who started 
this challenge must be a 
loner who wanted to gen-
erate more sad people on 
Earth (no offence please),” 
he added.

Raj  (Name has been 
changed to protect the ano-
nymity of the interviewee), 
27, has a similar opinion.

“It’s a stupid challenge. It 
is about bringing the hu-
man need to a standstill be-
cause you want to complete 
a challenge on the internet. 
This movement was always 
meant to be satirical, but 
some idiots took it too seri-
ously. There is no reason to 
go all the way for a stupid 
challenge and one should not 
curb their basic instincts,” he 
said, strongly opposing the 
NNN challenge.

However, there’s a Red-
dit user who claimed that 
by participating in NNN, 
he was able to get rid of his 
porn addiction. Another 
Reddit user claimed that the 
NNN challenge helped him 
in exercising self-control 
and claimed that he’s able to 
workout for a longer time at 
the gym because of “higher 
energy levels.”

'No NUT NovEmBER' GETs A 
BIG 'No' fRom mEN 

ralph Fiennes as Lord Voldemort. 

Screengrab of viral video shared by Paraagon Films. 

Honey bee’s life spans are 50% shorter 
now than it was 50 years ago

‘Breaking gender 
stereotypes’: Two men 
don sarees for their 
friend’s wedding

WIll RAlPh fIENNEs EvER 
PlAy loRD volDEmoRT AGAIN?         

GEsTURE 

ICoNIC 

loss 

Two men in Chicago recent-
ly donned beautiful sarees at 
their friend’s wedding. The 
groom’s best men turned up 
wearing beautiful Indian at-
tire to their friend’s wedding, 
the video of which has gone 
viral on social media.

Chicago-based wedding 
videographers Paraagon-
films’ shared the video on 
their Instagram handle 
and wrote, “Just a typical 
wedding morning with the 
groom’s 2 best men walk-
ing down Michigan Ave in 
sarees.’’

In the video, a woman can 
be seen helping the boys put 
on the saree as they pre-
pare for their friend’s wed-
ding. The two are then seen 
wearing vibrant sarees as 

they gracefully stroll down 
Michigan Avenue in Chicago 
to attend the wedding. They 
also added bindis to their 
foreheads to complete the 
look. The bride and groom, 
who were Indian friends, 
laughed when they noticed 
their unique attire. The trio 
hugged and grinned as the 
video came to a close.

The video has received 
over 37,000 likes and has 
been viewed over 3,81,000 
times.

Social media users gushed 
about how sweet the entire 
gesture was. The incident 
sparked a social media con-
versation on dispelling gen-
dered clothing prejudices. 
Some praised both men for 
dressing in ethnic attire and 
respecting their friend’s cul-
ture, while others dubbed it 
the nicest surprise.
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The Joker

It seems like Harry Potter’s final battle in ‘Deathly Hallows 
II’, during which the boy wizard ultimately defeated his par-
ent’s murderer, Lord Voldemort, won’t be the last time that 
audiences saw the franchise’s iconic villain.

According to Variety, Ralph Fiennes, the actor who played 
Voldemort, has expressed his interest in reprising his villain-
ous role in the Wizarding World after Warner Bros. Discovery 
chief David Zaslav earlier mentioned the possibility of work-
ing with J.K. Rowling on more ‘Harry Potter’ content.

On being asked if he wants to play Voldemort again, Fiennes 
told Variety, “Sure, of course.” The actor said he would jump 
right in: “No question about it,” if Warner Bros. or Rowling 
called him to join a future ‘Harry Potter’ project.

Fiennes first appeared as He Who Shall Not Be Named in 
the fourth ‘Harry Potter’ film, 2005’s ‘Harry Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire’, and returned for three additional movies -- 
‘Order of the Phoenix’ and ‘Deathly Hallows’ Part 1 and 2.

He defended Rowling last month against “verbal abuse” and 
death threats directed at the author for her outspoken beliefs 
about biological sex and trans people. “The verbal abuse di-
rected at her is disgusting, it’s appalling,” Fiennes told The 
New York Times at the time, reported Variety.

A new study by entomologists shows 
that the lifespan for individual honey 
bees kept in a controlled, laboratory 
environment is 50% shorter than it was 
in the 1970s.

As the first study to show an overall 
decline in honey bee lifespan poten-
tially independent of environmental 
stressors, this work hints that genetics 
may be influencing the broader trends 
of higher colony turnover rates seen in 
the beekeeping industry.

Colony turnover is an accepted fac-
tor in the beekeeping business, as bee 
colonies naturally age and die off. But 
over the past decade, US beekeepers 
have reported high loss rates, which has 
meant having to replace more colonies 
to keep operations viable. In an effort 
to understand why, researchers have 
focused on environmental stressors, 
diseases, parasites, pesticide exposure, 
and nutrition.

This is the first study to show an over-
all decline in honey bee lifespan poten-
tially independent of environmental 
stressors, hinting that genetics may be 
influencing the broader trends seen 
in the beekeeping industry. The study 
was published 14 November 2022, in 
the journal Scientific Reports.

“We’re isolating bees from the colony 
life just before they emerge as adults, 
so whatever is reducing their lifespan 
is happening before that point,” said 
Anthony Nearman, a Ph.D. student 
in the Department of Entomology and 
lead author of the study. “This intro-

duces the idea of a genetic component. 
If this hypothesis is right, it also points 
to a possible solution. If we can isolate 
some genetic factors, then maybe we 
can breed for longer-lived honey bees.”

Nearman first noticed the decline in 
lifespan while conducting a study with 
entomology associate professor Den-
nis van Engelsdorp on standardised 
protocols for rearing adult bees in the 
laboratory. Replicating earlier studies, 
the researchers collected bee pupae 
from honey bee hives when the pupae 
were within 24 hours of emerging from 
the wax cells they were reared in. The 
collected bees finished growing in an 
incubator and were then kept as adults 
in special cages.

Nearman was evaluating the effect of 
supplementing the caged bees’ sugar 
water diet with plain water to better 
mimic natural conditions when he no-
ticed that, regardless of diet, the median 
lifespan of his caged bees was half that 
of caged bees in similar experiments in 
the 1970s. (17.7 days today versus 34.3 
days in the 1970s.) This prompted a 

deeper review of published laboratory 
studies over the past 50 years.

 “When I plotted the lifespans over 
time, I realized, wow, there›s actually 
this huge time effect going on,» Near-
man said. «Standardized protocols for 
rearing honey bees in the lab weren›t 
really formalised until the 2000s, so 
you›d think that lifespans would be 
longer or unchanged, because we›re 
getting better at this, right? Instead, we 
saw a doubling of mortality rate.»

Although a laboratory environment 
is very different from a colony, histori-
cal records of lab-kept bees suggest a 
similar lifespan to colony bees, and 
scientists generally assume that iso-
lated factors that reduce lifespan in one 
environment will also reduce it in an-
other. Previous studies had also shown 
that in the real world, shorter honey bee 
lifespans corresponded to less foraging 
time and lower honey production. This 
is the first study to connect those factors 
to colony turnover rates.

When the team modeled the effect of 
a 50% reduction in lifespan on a bee-
keeping operation, where lost colonies 
are replaced annually, the resulting loss 
rates were around 33%. This is very 
similar to the average overwinter and 
annual loss rates of 30% and 40% re-
ported by beekeepers over the past 14 
years.

Nearman and vanEngelsdorp noted 
that their lab-kept bees could be expe-
riencing some sort of low-level viral 
contamination or pesticide exposure 
during their larval stage, when they›re 
brooding in the hive and worker bees 
are feeding them. 

fIvE ICoNIC vIllAINs fRom 
hollyWooD
Villains. We love to hate them for threatening our he-
roes and putting the world/galaxy/universe in mortal 
peril time and time again. We ranked the baddest of 
the bad guys here for your spiteful enjoyment. These 
are the greatest movie villains of all time.

amoN goeth
Played by: Ralph Fiennes, Movie: Schindler’s 
list, Year released: 1993 | Amon Goeth, the 
Commander of the SS, is Oskar Schindler’s 

greatest opponent, responsible for the death of thou-
sands of Jews in the Krakow ghetto. It’s only fitting 
that he was portrayed by Ralph Fiennes.

alex Forrest
Played by: Glenn Close, Movie: Fatal Attrac-
tion, Year released: 1987 | When New York 
lawyer Dan Gallagher has a fling with one 

of his coworkers, Alex, he assumes it was a one-time 
thing and tries to resume a normal life with his wife 
and child. But Alex has other ideas. She becomes ob-
sessed with him and will stop at nothing to have him 
for her own. 

JohN Doe
Played by: Kevin Spacey, Movie: Se7en, 
Year released: 1995 | Just for a moment, 
set Kevin Spacey’s real-life sins aside. 

It cannot be denied that Spacey is one of the most 
gifted actors around. It’s impossible to say whether 
his inner demons drove him to antisocial roles like 
President Frank Underwood on “house of Cards,” 
but it’s undeniable he was damn good at it. Spacey’s 
most spine-chilling work was in “Se7en,” in which he 
was the evil serial killer “John Doe,” murdering people 
based on the Seven Deadly Sins.

FreDDy Krueger
Played by: Robert englund, Movies: The 
Nightmare on elm Street, Years released: 
1984-2003 | Filmmaker Wes Craven 

couldn’t get the idea of an unsettling homeless man 
in a red-and-green sweater out of his mind. And when 
the horror maestro read a los Angeles Times article 
about children who mysteriously died screaming in 
their sleep, the idea for Freddy Krueger was born.

the JoKer
Played by: Jack Nicholson and heath 
ledger, Movies: Batman and The Dark 
Knight, Years released: 1989, 2008 | The 

Clown Prince of Crime remains one of pop culture’s 
most endurable villains since first appearing in the 
pages of Detective Comics way back in 1940. Many 
actors have channeled the chuckling criminal mas-
termind over the years, but none have left as major 
an impression as Jack Nicholson in Tim Burton’s 
1989 “Batman” and the late heath ledger in 2008’s 
“The Dark Knight.” 

- BIPLAB DAS



It gives me ample joy to be the bearer 
of bling news. After the minimalist 
aesthetic catalysed by the last two 

years, the world of vanity is in for a ‘C’ 
change (pardon me, English nerds). C 
connoting Crystal. To support my opin-
ions, is a constellation of design houses. 
Some of these design conglomerates are 
demanding the stars in the sky from 
clients to acquire their star-studded 
creations (the iconic Balenciaga Hour-
glass bag with rhinestones has a price 
tag of $6,850, 5.5 lakh rupees give or 
take). The good news is that we’ve fea-
tured a variety of star-studded pieces 
(almost) across different budgets. 
Although these crystal bags make the 
ideal accessory for a night out, they 
definitely don’t have to be limited to just 
red carpet events or evening soireés. 
Pairing them with muted monotones 
and relaxed silhouettes proves to be a 
refreshing twist. Casual overalls with 
the OTT arm candy can be pulled off 
during the day too.

The contemporary L.A.-based la-
bel Cult Gaia has dolled out a sensu-
ous number. Their Hera Shoulder is 
crafted from eye-catching Shell Pink 
rhinestone and exudes femininity and 
grace with a knotted shoulder strap. 
It’s slouchy yet sexy. Very sexy. It’s 
delightful to see a bling rendition of 

Cult Gaia which is usually known for 
structure and geometry. The frosted 

handheld Hera bag is the perfect addi-
tion to add some Gaia sparkle to your 

life. It is available on Ajio (e-commerce) 
from a price ranging from Rs. 35,000 
to 40,000. The Prada Re-Edition has 
been on the coveted list since its debut 
in 2020. The glittering crystal-embel-
lished piece gives a relief texture to 
make a stunning impact.

Bottega Veneta’s ‘Jodie’ bag is rei-
magined in a mini silhouette that’s 
dripping with delectable crystals. It’s 
crafted in a soft crescent shape punc-
tuated by the knotted shoulder strap. 
The interior of the bag, given its size, 
does not disappoint. It can accommo-
date vanity essentials easily. The price 
of the Jodie is on request and is avail-
able in Bottega Venetta stores world-

wide. High street American brand 
Steve Madden’s BNOBLE-C is not only 
eye candy but roomy too. It is encased 
in a sparkling rhinestone exterior with 
interchangeable straps that double up 
as a crossbody or purse. The silver co-
lour shoulder bag comes at a price of 
Rs 11,999.

The Mini Valentino Garavani 
VSLING handbag is entirely covered 
in rhinestones with the VLogo Signa-
ture closure. The bag can be worn as 
a crossbody thanks to its extendable 
shoulder strap, or carried by hand 
thanks to its handle. It comes with a 
magnetic closure with logo encrusted 
in Swarovski®️ crystals. Closer home 

designer label, Outhouse, is a force to 
reckon with. Their Furbie collection 
imbues drama with its brilliant rhine-
stones. Global icon Priyanka Chopra 
was sporting the Gold Rush Furbie 
while on her short stint in Mumbai 
recently (her stellar visage was styled 
by  ace stylist Ami Patel). The Fur-
bie is available at Outhouse stores 
across the country for Rs. 23,950. 
This is a great indication that “Bling it 
on” is the fashion mantra of the season.

Our trend report suggests there has 
been a noticeable change from auster-
ity to prosperity. How long will this ob-
sessive fling with bling last ? Let’s wait 
and watch.
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NAMRATA KUMAR

By popular demand, the 
International Indian Film 
Academy and Awards (IIFA) 
returns to Yas Island, Abu 
Dhabi, for the second con-
secutive year on 9, 10 and 11 
February 2023. Karan Johar 
and Farah Khan will host 
IIFA Rocks, the biggest mu-
sical extravaganza showcas-
ing some of the best talents 
from the world’s largest film 
industry. A grand fusion of 
song, dance, film, and fash-
ion, IIFA ROCKS 2023 will 
have live performances by 
some of Bollywood’s big-
gest artists, including Amit 
Trivedi, Badshah, Nucleya, 
and Sunidhi Chauhan. 
An excited Karan, who has 
bagged multiple awards at 
IIFA, said, “I’ve shared a spe-
cial bond with IIFA for over 
two decades. It will be a plea-
sure to rock the stage with 
Farah. Toodles.” Farah Khan, 
who hosted IIFA Rocks 
with Aparshakti Khurrana 
at the 22nd edition in June 
this year, said, “I’ll be back 
in February, exactly nine 

months later, 
to hold the baby again. And 
with Karan as my co-parent, 
sorry co-host, it’s going to be 
an absolute riot, I promise. 
Main hoon naa.”

IIFA Rocks will have live 
performances by Amit 
Trivedi, Badshah, Sunidhi 
Chauhan, and Nucleya.

Composer-singer Amit 
Trivedi, who set the stage 
on fire at IIFA Rocks 2019, 
promises to take us on a mu-
sical uncchai again. “IIFA is 
not just a platform that sa-
lutes the finest of Bollywood 
talent, it also showcases our 
Indian culture to the world. 
That’s what draws everyone 
to this stage again and again,” 
he asserts.

Badshah is also looking 
forward to delivering an 
electrifying live act. “In 2017, 
Alia Bhatt enthralled New 
York when she sang my song 
“Ladki beautiful kar gayi 
chull” from her film Kapoor 
and Sons at the IIFA Awards. 
This year, I will be there in 
person to regale you with 
some of my popular hits. So, 

fasten your seat belts and 
prepare for a rocking land-
ing,” the rapper exults.

Sunidhi Chauhan is no 
stranger to IIFA. She re-
mains the youngest nominee 
for best female playback for 
Fiza’s “Mehboob Mere, has 
been nominated 17 times, and 
won the award twice for the 
Dhoom title track, “Dhoom 
Machale”, and Omkara’s 
“Beedi”. “This year, IIFA 
gives me a platform to enter-
tain my extended family of 
fans from across the world. 
It’s going to be an amazing 
spectacle; we will rock Abu 
Dhabi,” she promises.

Indian electronic music 
producer and Grammy 
nominee Nucleya, known 
for his super hit albums, 
“Bass Rani” and “Raja Baja”, 
and collaborations with in-
ternational icons like Diplo 
and Krewella, asserts, “IIFA 
Rocks 2023 is going to be a 
night to remember. Let the 
countdown to the best of In-
dian music and dance begin.”

Salman Khan, Ranveer 
Singh, Varun Dhawan, and 

Kriti Sanon, among other 
Bollywood A-listers, will be 
the star performers at the 
IIFA Weekend and Awards 
in 2023. Abhishek Bach-
chan, Farhan Akhtar, and 
Maniesh Paul will be hosting 
the awards.

The annual gala is being 
held in collaboration with 
the Department of Culture 
and Tourism—Abu Dhabi 
(DCT Abu Dhabi), and Mi-
ral, Abu Dhabi’s leading 
curator of immersive des-
tinations and experiences. 
IIFA is dedicated to build-
ing bridges across cinemas, 
businesses, communities, 
and nations, creating every-
one’s dream: “One People. 
One World.” IIFA is the most 
appreciated South Asian film 
academy and a global plat-
form that gives the Indian 
film fraternity an opportu-
nity to reach audiences in 
international territories. The 
alliances made via the IIFA 
platform provide huge ben-
efits and gains to India, and 
an equally important objec-
tive is to create similar ben-

efits in the host country. The 
aim is to establish a system of 
mutual benefit for both India 
and the host destinations by 
boosting tourism, economic 
development, trade, culture, 
cross-border investments, 
and film co-productions. 
Each year, the IIFA Weekend 
and Awards travel to new, ex-
citing, and beautiful destina-
tions, allowing the film fra-
ternity to come together and 
celebrate the best of Indian 
film and culture, introducing 
Indian Cinema and India to a 
wider audience.

Miral is Abu Dhabi’s cre-
ator of destinations, uniting 
people and places through 
unique, immersive, and ex-
citing experiences. Responsi-
ble for the development and 
management of Yas Island, 
Miral’s assets encompass 
entertainment, hospitality, 
leisure, sport, dining, and 
retail destinations. Today, 
Yas Island is home to Ferrari 
World Abu Dhabi, Yas Wa-
terworld Abu Dhabi, War-
ner Bros. World Abu Dhabi, 
CLYMB™️ Abu Dhabi, Yas 

Links 
Golf Course, Yas Mall, Yas 
Marina Circuit, Yas Marina, 
and eight hotels, including 
Hilton Abu Dhabi. Yas Is-
land is located on Yas Bay, the 
soon-to-be Abu Dhabi’s pre-
mier waterfront destination.

The Department of Culture 
and Tourism—Abu Dhabi 
(DCT Abu Dhabi) drives the 
sustainable growth of Abu 
Dhabi’s culture and tourism 
sectors and its creative indus-
tries, fueling economic prog-
ress and helping to achieve 
Abu Dhabi’s wider global 
ambitions. By working in 
partnership with the organ-
isations that define DCT Abu 
Dhabi’s position as a leading 
international destination, 
DCT Abu Dhabi strives to 
unite the ecosystem around 
a shared vision of the DCT 
Abu Dhabi’s potential, coor-
dinate effort and investment, 
deliver innovative solutions, 
and use the best tools, poli-
cies, and systems to support 
the culture, tourism, and 
creative industries. DCT Abu 
Dhabi’s vision is defined by 
the emirate’s people, heritage, 

and landscape. We work to 
enhance Abu Dhabi’s status 
as a place of authenticity, in-
novation, and unparalleled 
experiences, represented by 
its living traditions of hospi-
tality, pioneering initiatives, 
and creative thought.

Yas Island is one of the 
world’s fastest-growing lei-
sure and entertainment des-
tinations, located on the gold-
en shores of Abu Dhabi, just 
20 minutes from downtown 
Abu Dhabi and 50 minutes 
from Dubai. Yas Island offers 
holidaymakers a diverse mix 
of award-winning leisure 
and entertainment experi-
ences, from one-of-a-kind 
theme parks, world-class 

shopping, and superb dining 
to a links golf course, exciting 
water and motor sports, and 
spectacular musical, enter-
tainment, and family events 
all within the 25 sq km is-
land. Today, Yas Island is 
home to the award-winning 
theme parks Ferrari World 
Abu Dhabi, Yas Waterworld, 
Warner Bros. World Abu 
Dhabi, the record-breaking 
CLYMB™️ Abu Dhabi, Yas 
Marina Circuit, Yas Marina, 
the award-winning Yas 
Links golf course, as well as 
Abu Dhabi’s largest mall, Yas 
Mall. The destination also 
features indoor and outdoor 
concert venues, including 
WHITE and Etihad Arena.

IIFA 2022 

CATCH AMIT TRIVEDI, BADSHAH, NUCLEYA, SUNIDHI 
CHAUHAN LIVE IN ACTION AT ABU DHABI IN FEBRUARY 2023 

Priyanka oozing megawatt oomph with her Outhouse Furbie bag.

Sunidhi Chauhan 

Farah Khan 

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Couture keeping up with the Kardashian? Kim flaunting her Balenciaga Hourglass 
bag studded with rhinestones.

Nucleya 

Karan Johar 
Badshah 
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 VISIT .COM

Samsung in August 
alongside the Galaxy 
range of smartphones 

introduced Samsung Gal-
axy Buds 2 Pro. These are 
the successor to Buds Pro 
and what do I think about 
them? Let’s find out. What 
attracted me the most when 
I pulled out my review unit 
was the New Bora Purple 
Color. The Buds Pro 2 look 
very trendy in this color 
and of course you know in 
an instant that they are the 
Buds 2 Pro.

DESIGN
Samsung has made the 
Buds 2 Pro lighter and 
smaller than its predeces-
sor. Not just the buds, but 
even the case is lighter now, 
making it easy to carry and 
feel smaller and well fit-
ted when fixed in your ear. 
The matte finish of the box 
and the buds gives it a very 
premium feel. The charg-
ing of the box is via USB- C, 
which is placed at the back 
of the box. You get LED 
indicator both inside and 
outside the case. The buds 
place perfectly well inside 
the case with the help of the 
magnet.

CONTROL SYSTEM
Galaxy Buds 2 Pro’s con-
trols can be customised 

through the Galaxy Wear-
ables app. You can toggle 
between the control system 
with the help of the app. 
The touch control is easy, 
and you can make your 
way up without any diffi-
culty. Samsung has added 
a “Lab” feature to the app 
that allows you to adjust 
volume levels by tapping 
the edges of the buds.

Active Noise Cancellation
Samsung claims that it 

has improved the ANC in 
the Buds 2 Pro by 40%. 
Well, the experience has 

also been equally good. 
While listing to music the 
ANC help cancel out ma-
jorly any sound around 

you. Helping you stay en-
gaged with what you are 
listing to.

Apart from ANC, the 
Buds 2 Pro also have a 
Transparency mode and a 
mode to turn ANC off with 
the earbuds relying solely 
on passive noise cancella-
tion.

Keeping the formfactor in 
mind and the development 
made in the ANC depart-
ment in Buds 2 Pro, I am 
pleasantly surprised and 
have nothing to complain 
about.

AUDIO QUALITY
The sound quality on the 
Galaxy Buds 2 Pro has 
been drastically improved 

in comparison to its pre-
decessor. One of the major 
upgrades to audio qual-
ity is 24-bit/48kHz Hi-Fi 

sound processing. You 
can feel the improvement 
in the 360 Audio feature, 
especially while watching 

content, which does have 
the entire cinematic audio 
experience.

Samsung has several EQ 

settings, including Normal, 
Bass Boost, Dynamic, Soft, 
Clear, Treble Boost.

Galaxy Buds 2 Pro does 
produce good audio qual-
ity and can be used with 
ease. While listening to 
music of different genres 
or watching content with 
various audio levels, the 
device doesn’t disappoint. 
It works best with Galaxy 
devices as the integration is 
seamless in that case.

BATTERY
Samsung claims that the 
Buds 2 Pro can deliver up 
to five hours of playback on 
a single charge with noise 
cancellation turned on. 
Additionally,  the case 
brings that total up to 18 
hours or 21 hours with 
ANC turned off. While us-
ing it myself, the numbers 
remained more or less the 

same.
Buds 2 Pro can go from 0- 

100 quickly enough for you 
to use your device without 
any issue. The buds also 
support Wireless Power-
Share.

  
VERDICT
Samsung’s Galaxy Buds 2 
Pro are a great under 20K 
pick. It ticks all boxes when 
it comes to design, style, 
comfort, audio quality, fea-
tures and above all ANC. 
Battery of the Buds 2 Pro 
might not be top of the line 
but cannot really a hurdle. 
Samsung Galaxy Buds 2 
Pro would be a great pick 
for any Galaxy device user. 
They will enjoy the seam-
less integration. For the 
price and what all comes 
inside this little box I guess 
the Samsung Galaxy Buds 
2 Pro are a good pick.

REVIEW 

SAMSUNG GALAXY BUDS 2 PRO:  
GREAT PICK UNDER 20K
RICHA KAPOOR 
NEW DELHI

Samsung Galaxy Buds 2 Pro 

TWITTER’S COVETED BLUE TICK 
TO RETURN ON 29 NOVEMBER

YOUTUBE SHORTS TO INTRODUCE 
NEW SHOPPING FEATURES

APPLE TO OFFER MORE CONTROL 
OVER ALWAYS-ON DISPLAY

NOW USERS CAN USE WHATSAPP 
ON TWO ANDROID PHONES

Twitter CEO Elon Musk took to the microblogging 
site to announce the return of the coveted “Twitter 
Blue” tick after it was made unavailable following an 
increase in fake verified accounts. “Punting relaunch 
of Blue Verified to November 29th 
to make sure that it is rock solid”, 
Musk tweeted. The tweet received 
a number of questions from users, 
with the Tesla CEO answering some 
of them, adding to the information 
about changes that will take place 
on the platform. One user asked, 
“So are legacy checkmarks for non 
corporate/government officials go-
ing away?” To this Musk said, “All unpaid legacy Blue 
checkmarks will be removed in a few months.” Another 
user asked whether people can “change their names once 
they verify”. The multi-billionaire’s response was ‘With 
new release, changing your verified name will cause loss 
of checkmark until name is confirmed by Twitter to meet 
Terms of Service.” According to a report by The Verge, 
Twitter pulled off the service, which cost 7.99 USD for 
a verified ‘blue check mark’, in a matter of days after its 
release.  This drastic decision was taken due to a sharp 
rise in fake verified accounts on the platform. The chaos 
began with a fake Nintendo account. 

YouTube Shorts will soon be including new shopping 
features on the platform. This includes affiliate market-
ing and the ability to purchase items through Shorts. 
According to The Verge, this update was reported by a 
leading British newspaper. The long-form video giant 
is testing shopping features with 
US-based creators and audiences 
in the US, India, Brazil, Canada, 
and Australia. As per the report, 
this allows influencers to tag their 
own products in Shorts that view-
ers can then purchase. An affiliate 
marketing program, open to select 
US influencers, adds yet another way for creators to 
monetize their Shorts. For platforms that run on adver-
tising dollars, shopping is a potentially lucrative area 
and Shorts competitors are eyeing expanding even more 
into e-commerce, reported The Verge. Affiliate programs 
and other shopping features could make YouTube more 
appealing for content creators as the company tries to 
compete with TikTok. Last week, TikTok began testing 
its long-anticipated Shop program, which lets users pur-
chase products directly in the app. As per GSM Arena, 
TikTok has made clear its plan to integrate shopping into 
its app: before testing in the US, the feature was available 
in the UK and parts of Southeast Asia. 

American tech giant Apple will offer more control over 
their iPhone 14 Pro and Pro Max smartphone’s always-
on display with their latest iOS beta. According to The 
Verge, the latest developer beta for the upcoming iOS 
16.2 includes toggles that let users 
hide the wallpaper and notifica-
tions while using the feature, as 
per reports from MacRumors and 
9to5Mac. Turning off both with 
always-on activated will make it so 
the user just sees a clock and their 
lockscreen widgets when the phone 
is locked. Currently, on iOS, it’s all 
or nothing as users can have the al-
ways-on display that’ll show wallpaper and notifications, 
or they can turn it off, leaving the phone’s screen blank 
when it’s locked and asleep, reported The Verge.  Since its 
launch, the iPhone 14 Pro’s always-on display has struck 
some as a little odd. While there are indeed some people 
that enjoy having their wallpaper always glowing at them 
(with accurate colours, despite the dimmed appearance), 
others find it to be a bit distracting. As per The Verge, it 
seems like Apple’s heard that feedback and is working 
on making that a reality, though it is worth noting that 
a feature showing up in a beta version isn’t 100 per cent 
confirmation that it’ll ship in the final OS. 

Instant messaging and voice-over-IP service WhatsApp 
will now be allowing its beta users to link their accounts 
to a secondary phone and an Android tablet. According 
to GSM Arena, the latest WhatsApp beta for Android - 
version 2.22.24.18 brings companion mode which allows 
users to link a secondary phone to 
their primary account. WhatsApp 
lets users link up to four Android 
phones to their primary account 
and they get to access all the regu-
lar WhatsApp features and message 
encryption. Beta users of the service 
can activate Companion mode by 
going to the options menu on the registration screen and 
selecting ‘Link a device’ from the dropdown menu, re-
ported GSM Arena. The feature is only rolled out to some 
beta users for now while a wider rollout will take more 
time. This latest WhatsApp beta for Android also brings 
the ability to link to an Android tablet. This feature is 
only available to some beta testers for now and is found 
in the linked devices beta option in the devices section 
of the settings menu. The pairing process is straightfor-
ward and done via scanning a QR code. Presently users 
of WhatsApp can access their existing account only on 
one smartphone but they are allowed to link up to four 
other devices like laptops, and tablets. 

IN BRIEF



Norway’s Casper Ruud ad-
vanced to the semifinals of 
the ongoing ATP finals af-
ter prevailing in an exciting 
clash with American Taylor 
Fritz on Wednesday.

The third seed clinched 
a 6-3, 4-6, 7-6(6) win over 
the American to confirm 
his progression from Green 
Group. Coming into the 
match after a win over 
Canada’s Felix Auger-Ali-
assime, Ruud managed to 
hold his calm to clinch the 
semifinal spot after a tense 
battle of two-hours and 12 
minutes. After the competi-
tors won one set each, both 
dominated by serve, Fritz 
took the help of a stunning 
diving backhand volley to 
save a break point at 2-2, 
40/A at the decider. Ruud 

kept his nerves 
in the final 
set, faced no 
break points 
and produced 
some good hitting in the 
tie-breaker which saw Fritz 
save two match points from 
4/6. But Ruud was able 
to clinch a victory in their 
first-ever meeting against 
each other.

“Only a couple of points 
decide a match like this,” 
Ruud said. “Fortunately for 
me, they went my way in 
the end. I was 5/1 up in the 
tie-break and he turned it 
around. He played some 
great points and hit some 
incredible winners to 
come back to 6/6. I hesi-
tated a little bit at 6/4, 
but that is normal.”

“There was a lot 
at stake... I am sad 
for Taylor, but I was 

so happy to 
see that 

last 

forehand 
sail long. To 

book my place 
in the semi-

finals felt great.”
Ruud has been a 

three-time champion 
during this ATP Tour, 

lifting trophies in Buenos 
Aires, Geneva and Gstaad. 
Last year at ATP Finals, the 
Norway player fell to Rus-
sia’s Daniil Medvedev in the 

semifinals.
He had won only two 

matches across four tour-
level tournaments before 
ATP Finals and Ruud is 
happy to regain his form 
during this prestigious 
event.

“I think my movement has 
been much better in recent 

weeks,” Ruud said.”I feel 
I am moving better 
now than in the past 
months. You will face 
tougher moments in 
periods of your career 

when you are heavier 
in the legs, and 
they are not 
working. But 

here in Turin they are 
working well.”

“Every time you feel your 
movement is good it gives 
you confidence, knowing 
you can reach a couple of ex-
tra balls,” he concluded. 
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ATP FinAls

Casper Ruud downs Taylor Fritz, 
advances to semifinals

solid PerFormAnces

deePAk, VAnshAj oFF To Flying sTArTs AT 
youTh World Boxing chAmPionshiPs

Riding on solid perfor-
mances, Asian youth med-
allists Deepak and Vanshaj 
made winning starts to their 
campaigns and maintained 
India’s unbeaten run on the 
opening day of the IBA Youth 
Men’s and Women’s World 
Boxing Championships 2022 
in La Nucia, Spain.

This came after Vishwa-
nath Suresh opened India’s 
campaign with an impressive 
win earlier in the day. Deepak 
came out all guns blazing in 
the men’s 75kg bout and took 
just over a minute to outper-
form his Albanian opponent 
Useid Nika with the Referee 
Stops Contest verdict as read 
in a statement released by the 

Boxing Federation of India.
Vanshaj, on the other 

hand, also began in similar 
fashion and looked in com-
plete control against Uzbeki-

stan’s Boltaev Shavkatjon in 
the 63.5kg opening round 
match. His dominating dis-
play throughout the contest 
made all five judges vote in 

his favour as he registered a 
resounding 5-0 win.

Haryana boys Vanshaj 
and Deepak had clinched 
gold and bronze medals re-
spectively in the ASBC Asian 
Youth Boxing Champion-
ships, held in Jordan earlier 
this year.

Five Indians, including two 
men, will begin their chal-
lenge on the second day of the 
prestigious championships. 
While Lashu Yadav (70kg) 
and Pranjal Yadav (81kg) 
will play their round-of-16 
matches against Poland’s 
Marta Czerwinska and Uz-
bekistan’s Oltinoy Sotim-
boeva respectively, Preeti 
Dahiya (57kg) will take on 
Colombia’s Claudia Daniela 
in the Round-of-32.
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Women’s crickeT

Lewis, Hunter, Kelly help Ireland 
pull of series win against Pakistan

Ireland registered a historic 
win over Pakistan, defeating 
the hosts in the third T20I 
of the three-match series to 
clinch a series win in their 
first-ever visit to the nation 
at the Gaddafi Stadium on 
Wednesday.

Ireland defeated Pakistan 
by 34 runs in the decisive 
match of the three-match 
T20I series, which was tied 
at 1-1; thanks to Gaby Lewis, 
Amy Hunter, and Arlene 
Kelly. Following Ireland’s 
decision to bat, Lewis and 
Hunter established the tone 
with a 110-run stand for 
the first wicket. Only three 
times in women’s T20Is had 
Ireland managed a century 

stand.
Lewis and Hunter conclud-

ed the powerplay on 56 with-
out a loss, and by the end of 
the tenth over, they had sped 
to 87. They did a good job of 

utilising the crease to inves-
tigate the holes in the field.

Lewis took the initiative 
and scored a half-century 
in just 26 balls, the second-
fastest for Ireland in T20Is. 

Hunter was dismissed by 
Nashra Sandhu for 40, and 
Lewis was also out after two 
overs for a 46-ball 71.

However, Orla Prendergast 
maintained the momentum 
by scoring 37 runs off just 
23 balls at No. 3 to break 
the opening stand. Ireland 
posted 167 for 4, their high-
est against Pakistan.

In response, Pakistan con-
sistently lost wickets while 
Javeria Khan continued 
to bat from one end. She 
reached her half-century off 
36 balls thanks to a flurry of 
fours off Laura Delany and 
Richardson, but Jane Magu-
ire soon had her chopping 
one on, severely deflating 
Pakistan’s chances of win-
ning the game.
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All the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) 
franchises issued 

the list of players retained/
released by them ahead of the 
mini-auction for the 2023 sea-
son of the league in Decem-
ber this year. While many 
teams chose to stick to their 
core, there are still some big 
names who were shown the 
door either because of their 
form or the team investing 
more in their future players. 
Five-time champions Mum-
bai Indians (MI) released 
star all-rounder from West 
Indies, Kieron Pollard after 
a disappointing 2022 season, 
but the player will groom 
the side’s future as a batting 
coach. Chennai Super Kings 
also released 39-year-old for-
mer West Indies all-rounder 
Dwayne Bravo, with an eye 
towards building stars for the 
future. Indian players like Ra-
vindra Jadeja, MS Dhoni, Ru-
turaj Gaikwad and England 
all-rounder Moeen Ali were 
among some of the players 
retained.

A poor run of form forced 
Punjab Kings and Gujarat 
Titans to part ways with Ma-
yank Agarwal and England 
opener Jason Roy respec-
tively. Sunrisers Hyderabad 

chose to let go of West Indies 
wicketkeeper-batter Nicho-
las Pooran and New Zealand 
skipper Kane Willamson, 
with the latter under scrutiny 
for his low strike rate in the 
shortest format for a while. 
Though both teams still boast 
of heavy star power despite 
such releases.

Royal Challengers chose 
to retain most of their core 
squad including captain Faf 
Du Plessis from South Af-
rica, Virat Kohli, Australian 
all-rounder Glenn Maxwell, 
Indian pacer Mohammad 
Siraj and Sri Lankan spin 
sensation Wanindu Hasa-
ranga. Last year’s runners-up 
Rajasthan Royals released NZ 
all-rounder Daryl Mitchell, 
James Neesham and South 
African batter Rassie van 
der Dussen.

Delhi Capitals also kept 
most of its core team, fea-
turing Aussie opener David 
Warner, Indian wicketkeep-
er-batter Rishabh Pant, 
opener Prithvi Shaw, Aussie 
all-rounder Mitchell Marsh 
and South African pacer An-
rich Nortje.

Here is how IPL squads 
stand ahead of the auction:
MUMBAI INDIANS
Players released: Kieron 
Pollard, Anmolpreet Singh, 
Aryan Juyal, Basil Thampi, 
Daniel Sams, Fabian Allen, 

Jaydev Unadkat, Mayank 
Markande, Murugan Ash-
win, Rahul Buddhi, Riley 
Meredith, Sanjay Yadav, Ty-
mal Mills
• Players acquired via trades: 
Jason Behrendorff
• Purse remaining: INR 20.55 
crore
• Overseas slots remaining: 3
• Current squad: Rohit 
Sharma (capt), Tim David, 
Ramandeep Singh, Tilak 
Varma, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Ishan Kishan, Tristan Stubbs, 
Dewald Brevis, Jofra Archer, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Arjun Ten-
dulkar, Arshad Khan, Kumar 
Kartikeya, Hrithik Shokeen, 
Jason Behrendorff, Akash 
Madhwal.
CHENNAI SUPER 
KINGS
Players released: Dwayne 

Bravo, Robin Uthappa, Adam 
Milne, Hari Nishaanth, Chris 
Jordan, Bhagath Varma, KM 
Asif, Narayan Jagadeesan.
• Purse remaining: INR 20.45 
crore
• Overseas slots remaining: 2
• Current squad: MS Dhoni 
(capt), Devon Conway, Rutur-
aj Gaikwad, Ambati Rayudu, 
Subhranshu Senapati, Moeen 
Ali, Shivam Dube, Rajvard-
han Hangargekar, Dwaine 
Pretorius, Mitchell Santner, 
Ravindra Jadeja, Tushar 
Deshpande, Mukesh Chow-
dhary, Matheesha Pathi
PUNJAB KINGS
Players released: Mayank 
Agarwal, Odean Smith, Vaib-
hav Arora, Benny Howell, Is-
han Porel, Ansh Patel, Prerak 
Mankad, Sandeep Sharma, 
Writtick Chatterjee

Purse remaining: INR 32.2 
crore
• Overseas slots remaining: 3
• Current squad: Shikhar 
Dhawan (capt), Shahrukh 
Khan, Jonny Bairstow, Prab-
hsimran Singh, Bhanuka Ra-
japaksa, Jitesh Sharma, Raj 
Bawa, Rishi Dhawan, Liam 
Livingstone, Atharva Taide, 
Arshdeep Singh, Baltej Singh, 
Nathan Ellis, Kagiso Rabada, 
Rahul Chahar, Harpreet Brar.
GUJARAT TITANS
• Players released: Rah-
manullah Gurbaz, Lockie 
Ferguson, Dominic Drakes, 
Gurkeerat Singh, Jason Roy, 
Varun Aaron
• Purse remaining: INR 19.25

Overseas slots remaining - 3
• Current squad: Hardik Pan-
dya (capt), Shubman Gill, Da-
vid Miller, Abhinav Manohar, 
Sai Sudharsan, Wriddhiman 
Saha, Matthew Wade, Rashid 
Khan, Rahul Tewatia, Vijay 
Shankar, Mohammed Shami, 
Alzarri Joseph, Yash Dayal, 
Pradeep Sangwan, Darshan 
Nalkande, Jayant Yadav, R Sai 
Kishore, Noor Ahmad.
SUNRISERS 
HYDERABAD
Players Released: Kane Wil-
liamson, Nicholas Pooran, 
Jagadeesha Suchith, Priyam 
Garg, Ravikumar Samarth, 
Romario Shepherd, Sau-
rabh Dubey, Sean Abbott, 
Shashank Singh, Shreyas Go-

pal, Sushant Mishra, Vishnu 
Vinod.
• Purse remaining: INR 42.25 
crore
• Overseas slots remaining: 4

Current squad: Abdul Sa-
mad, Aiden Markram, Ra-
hul Tripathi, Glenn Phillips, 
Abhishek Sharma, Marco 
Jansen, Washington Sun-
dar, Fazalhaq Farooqi, Kartik 
Tyagi, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
T Natarajan, Umran Malik.
ROYAL CHALLENGERS 
BANGALORE
• Players released: Jason Beh-
rendorff, Aneeshwar Gau-
tam, Chama Milind, Luvnith 
Sisodia, Sherfane Rutherford
• Purse remaining: INR 8.75 
crore

Overseas slots remaining: 2
Current squad: Faf du Ples-

sis (capt), Virat Kohli, Suyash 
Prabhudessai, Rajat Patidar, 
Dinesh Karthik, Anuj Rawat, 
Finn Allen, Glenn Maxwell, 
Wanindu Hasaranga, Shah-
baz Ahmed, Harshal Patel, 
David Willey, Karn Sharma, 
Mahipal Lomror, Moham-
med Siraj, Josh Hazlewood, 
Siddarth Kaul, Akash Deep.
RAJASTHAN ROYALS
• Players released: Anunay 
Singh, Corbin Bosch, Daryl 
Mitchell, James Neesham, 
Karun Nair, Nathan Coulter-
Nile, Rassie van der Dussen, 
Shubham Garhwal, Tejas 
Baroka

• Purse remaining: INR 13.2 
crore
• Overseas slots remaining: 4
• Current squad: Sanju Sam-
son (C), Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
Shimron Hetmyer, Devdutt 
Padikkal, Jos Buttler, Dhruv 
Jurel, Riyan Parag, Prasidh 
Krishna, Trent Boult, Obed 
McCoy, Navdeep Saini, Kul-
deep Sen, Kuldip Yadav, R 
Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
KC Cariappa.
DELHI CAPITALS
• Players released: Shardul 
Thakur, Tim Seifert, Ash-
win Hebbar, Srikar Bharat, 
Mandeep Singh

Players acquired via trades: 
Aman Khan

Purse remaining: INR 19.45 
crore

Overseas slots remaining 2
Current squad: Rishabh 

Pant (capt), David Warner, 
Prithvi Shaw, Ripal Patel, 
Rovman Powell, Sarfaraz 
Khan, Yash Dhull, Mitchell 
Marsh, Lalit Yadav, Axar 
Patel, Anrich Nortje, Chetan 
Sakariya, Kamlesh Nagar-
koti, Khaleel Ahmed, Lungi 
Ngidi, Mustafizur Rahman, 
Aman Khan, Kuldeep Ya-
dav, Praveen Dubey, Vicky 
Ostwal.

-LUCKNOW SUPER GI-
ANTS

Players released: Andrew 
Tye, Ankit Rajpoot, Dush-
mantha Chameera, Evin 

Lewis, Jason Holder , Man-
ish Pandey, Shahbaz Nadeem

Purse remaining: INR 23.35 
crore

Overseas slots remaining: 4
Current squad: KL Rahul 

(capt), Ayush Badoni, Karan 
Sharma, Manan Vohra, Quin-
ton de Kock, Marcus Stoi-
nis, Krishnappa Gowtham, 
Deepak Hooda, Kyle Mayers, 
Krunal Pandya, Avesh Khan, 
Mohsin Khan, Mark Wood, 
Mayank Yadav, Ravi Bishnoi.
KOLKATA KNIGHT 
RIDERS
Players released: Pat Cum-
mins, Sam Billings, Aman 
Khan, Shivam Mavi, Mo-
hammad Nabi, Chamika 
Karunaratne, Aaron Finch, 
Alex Hales, Abhijeet Tomar, 
Ajinkya Rahane, Ashok Shar-
ma, Baba Indrajith, Pratham 
Singh, Ramesh Kumar, Ra-
sikh Salam, Sheldon Jackson

Players acquired via trades: 
Shardul Thakur, Rahmanul-
lah Gurbaz, Lockie Ferguson

Purse remaining: INR 7.05 
crore

Overseas slots remaining: 3
Current squad: Shreyas Iyer 

(capt), Nitish Rana, Rahman-
ullah Gurbaz, Venkatesh Iyer, 
Andre Russell, Sunil Narine, 
Shardul Thakur, Lockie Fer-
guson, Umesh Yadav, Tim 
Southee, Harshit Rana, Varun 
Chakravarthy, Anukul Roy, 
Rinku Singh
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IPL franchises issues the list of players retained by them.

some Big nAmes shoWn The door As 
TeAms geAr uP For mini-AucTion 

Bouncing BAck 

Auger-Aliassime downs childhood 
idol Nadal in a massive upset

Canadian Felix Auger-Ali-
assime bounced back from 
his recent losses to register 
a massive win over tennis 
legend Rafael Nadal in their 
ATP Finals singles match in 
Turin, Italy on Tuesday.

The fifth seed downed 
the top seed Nadal 6-3, 6-4. 
“I think having one match 
here, I got used to the con-
ditions on centre court.” 
Auger-Aliassime was quoted 
as saying by ATP. “It helped 
me a lot. I felt my game was 
better today. My serve was 
great and return and back-
hand was much better. I was 
hitting it with more consis-
tency and quality. When I 
am playing like this, I have 
proven I can compete and 
beat some of the best players 

in the world,” he added.
The Canadian withstood 

some early pressure from 
Nadal to recover from 15/40 
to hold serve in both first and 
seventh games of set one. Fe-
lix’s shotmaking and serves 
were precise. He will be fac-
ing Taylor Fritz in his final 

round-robin match with an 
eye for a semi-final spot on 
his tournament debut.

“I am one win, one loss 
now. If I can get two wins, 
hopefully I can get through, 
so let us see how it goes,” 
Auger-Aliassime said. “They 
will play it out tonight and I 

will be ready for Taylor in 
two days. It won’t be easy. He 
has been playing really good 
this year and these condi-
tions are perfect for him.”

“I will use the experience 
of Toni [Nadal] in these situ-
ations. He has been a great 
help to me. I have a tonne of 
respect for him and his fam-
ily. It is special to play Rafa 
with Toni here, but at the 
same time we are competi-
tors, and we try our best.”

Felix fired 15 aces in the 
match which lasted one hour, 
57 minutes. The 22-year-old 
was really happy to have 
defeated his childhood idol 
for the first time ever. They 
have faced each other thrice. 
He was extremely close to a 
win over Nadal during Ro-
land Garros in May, but the 
Spain legend was victorious 
in a five-set epic.
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Ireland defeats Pakistan 2-1 in T20I series
Vishwanath Suresh (In blue).

Canadian Felix Auger-Aliassime 



Royal Challengers Ban-
galore (RCB) Director of 
Cricket Operations Mike 
Hesson on Wednesday said 
that star all-rounder Glenn 
Maxwell, who is out due to a 
leg injury, will be back well 
before the next edition of 
the league to join his side’s 
campaign.

Australia all-rounder 
Glenn Maxwell was ruled 
out of cricket for an extend-
ed period after suffering a 
broken leg in “a freak ac-
cident” at a birthday party 
in Melbourne on Saturday. 
“There is a little concern 
with Glenn Maxwell, head-
ing to the retention phase 
with a broken leg. We wish 
him a speedy recovery. We 
have information that he 
will be back well before the 
IPL (next year),” said Hes-
son in a video posted by 
RCB on Wednesday.

Notably, Maxwell is not 
in the best of form this year 
in the shortest format. In 19 
matches, he has scored 315 
runs at an average of 19.68 
in 18 innings. Only one half-
century has come out of his 
bat, with his best score be-
ing 54*.

He had a solid T20 World 
Cup though, scoring 118 
runs at an average of 39.33 
with a strike rate of 161.64 
and a fifty. He also took 
three wickets for his side. 
Aussies crashed out of 
the tournament in the 
Super 12 stage and failed 
to defend their title.

Maxwell is one of RCB’s 
core players ever since he 
was bought in 2021. In his 
28 matches for the side, he 
has scored 814 runs at an 
average of 33.91 with sev-
en fifties. He has also 
taken nine wickets for 
the side.

His  2021 season 

with RCB 
saw him 
score 513 
runs in 15 

matches at an average of 
42.75 with six half-cen-

turies. He also took 
three wickets that 
season. Statistically, it 

is his best IPL season.
Coming to his in-

jury, The all-rounder is 
ruled out of the upcom-
ing ODI series against 

England beginning this 
week and will undergo a 
lengthy rehabilitation after 
fracturing his left fibula on 
Saturday. He slipped while 
running in a backyard with 
a friend and his leg became 
trapped.

Royal Challengers Ban-
galore have retained most 
of their big names for the 
upcoming Indian Premier 
League (IPL) 2023, with 
West Indies batter Sher-
fane Rutherford being the 
only big name the fran-
chise released. The core 
team consisting of Faf du 
Plessis, Virat Kohli, Glenn 

Maxwell, Dinesh Karthik, 
Wanindu Hasaranga, Shah-
baz Ahmed, Harshal Patel, 
Mohammed Siraj and Josh 
Hazlewood has been re-
tained. The side had earlier 
traded Australian pacer Ja-
son Behrendorff to Mumbai 
Indians.

After qualifying for play-
offs three consecutive times, 
RCB has chosen to count on 
its core players to win them 
their maiden trophy, who 
could also get support from 
youngsters like Rajat Pati-
dar, Anuj Rawat, Suyash 
Prabhudessai and Finn Al-
len.

The side still has INR 8.75 
crore left in their purse and 
two overseas slots to fill as 
well.

Royal Challengers Banga-
lore:

Players released: Jason 
Behrendorff, Aneeshwar 
Gautam, Chama Milind, 
Luvnith Sisodia, Sherfane 
Rutherford
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Maxwell will be back well before IPL next 
year: RCB Director of Cricket Mike Hesson

iCC t20i rankings 

Suryakumar Yadav retains number one spot, 
Hales climbs to number 12

Indian middle-order batter Suryaku-
mar Yadav saw a decline in his rat-
ing points, but nonetheless retained 
his top spot in the ICC T20I Player 
Rankings issued on Wednesday.

After superb performances in Su-
per 12 of the ICC T20 World Cup, 
Suryakumar Yadav dethroned 
Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan to 
become the top batter. But his rat-
ing points declined from 869 to 859 
after a poor 14 against England in 
the semifinal, which Indian lost. 
Suryakumar still finished the tour-
nament with 239 runs in six innings 
at an average of 59.75, a strike rate of 
189.68, the highest among batters 
and three half-centuries.

England batter Alex Hales contin-
ued to impress, smashing 86* off 47 
balls against India in semis, which 
helped him jump 22 spots to reach 
number 12 position among batters.

He finished the tournament with 

212 runs at an average of 42.40 and 
two fifties, as the second-highest bat-
ter for England. Ever since his come-
back to the national side this year af-
ter 2019, he has scored 430 runs at 
an average of 30.71 and a strike rate 

of 145.27.
Babar Azam’s match-winning half-

century in the semis against New 
Zealand helped him climb to num-
ber three in the rankings. Rilee Ros-
souw of South Africa jumped to the 

seventh position while Kiwis batter 
Glenn Phillips dropped to the eighth 
spot. Both had scored centuries in 
this T20 World Cup.

Mohammad Rizwan, Devon Con-
way of New Zealand and Proteas bat-
ter Aiden Markram are in the top five 
as well, with Rizwan and Markram 
holding firm their second and fifth 
position. Conway on the other hand 
lost his third number spot to Babar, 
dropping to fourth.

Adil Rashid has been the biggest 
gainer in bowling in T20Is after reg-
istering figures of 1/20 against India 
and 2/22 against Pakistan in the 
semifinal and final of the T20 World 
Cup. He climbed to third spot after 
jumping five places.

Sam Curran., the Player of the 
Tournament and Man of the Match 
in final against Pakistan for his 3/12, 
moved to number five, making jump 
of two spots. Wanindu Hasaranga, 
who finished as the highest wicket-
taker in the tournament with 15, re-
tains his top place among bowlers.

inCredible rise

Spaniard Carlos Alcaraz has 
become the youngest year-
end ATP World Number 1, 
making him the first teenager 
to achieve this feat.

Alcaraz has experienced an 
incredible rise in the world of 
tennis this year. He soared 
from number 32 to the top 
of this sport’s mountain on 
12 September, which is also 
the biggest jump to number 
one in 50 editions of year-end 
ATP rankings, as per ATP. 
Before this 19-year-old star, 
the youngest year-end ATP 
World Number 1 was Lleyton 

Hewitt of Australia, who was 
20 years, 275 days in age at the 
time of his crowning in 2001. 
On the other hand, Alcaraz 
will be 19 years, 214 days old 
on 5 December, the 2022 year-

end ranking date after the last 
ATP Challengers Tour events 
of the season.

He is the 18th year-end 
world number 1 in his-
tory and the first outside 
of ‘Big Four’ players Novak 
Djokovic, Roger Federer, Ra-
fael Nadal and Andy Murray 
since Andy Roddick in 2003.

Alcaraz has joined Nadal 
(2008, 2010, 2013, 2017 and 
2019) as Spain’s year-end 
world number 1. The 2021 
Next Gen ATP Finals cham-
pion made a huge splash after 
becoming the youngest ATP 
500 champion in the history 
of the series (since 2009) at 
the Rio Open.

Carlos alCaraz beComes youngest 
year-end atp world number 1

mini-auCtion

Indian star all-rounder Ra-
vindra Jadeja shared a photo 
with former India captain MS 
Dhoni after the franchise re-
tained the southpaw on 15 
November. He was retained 
by the Chennai Super Kings 
ahead of the IPL mini-auction 
scheduled on 23 December. 
The player shared an image 
with Dhoni and captioned 
it, “Everything is fine #RE-
START.” The Chennai fran-
chise had appointed Jadeja as 
the captain for the 2022 edi-
tion, but the player had left 
the leadership role midway. 
Dhoni stepped in as captain 
for the remainder of the sea-
son. Jadeja’s decision to quit 
the captaincy had sparked ru-
mours of him having a tussle 
with the CSK.

He had removed all posts 
related to the team’s 2021 and 
2022 seasons from his official 
Instagram account, leading 
to speculation that all is not 
well between the all-rounder 
and the IPL franchise. CSK 
parted ways with veteran 
all-rounder Dwayne Bravo 
after they released the West 
Indian ahead of the IPL mini-

auction.
The franchise retained the 

core of the group but let go 
of English pacer Chris Jordan 
who recently won the T20 
World cup with England and 
is considered a death-overs 
specialist. Dwayne Bravo 
debuted in the inaugural 
season of IPL for Mumbai 
Indians before playing for 
Chennai in 2011. The all-
rounder played 161 matches 
and picked up 158 wickets in 
the IPL.He also played some 
crucial knocks with the bat 
and scored 1560 runs in 113 
innings. MS Dhoni returns 
as captain of the side amidst 
speculations of the batter 

playing his last IPL in the 
2023 season. The remaining 
purse for the franchise while 
going into the auction will be 
INR 20.45 crores.

Players released: Dwayne 
Bravo, Robin Uthappa, Adam 
Milne, Hari Nishaanth, Chris 
Jordan, Bhagath Varma, KM 
Asif, Narayan Jagadeesan

Current squad: MS Dhoni 
(capt), Devon Conway, Rutur-
aj Gaikwad, Ambati Rayudu, 
Subhranshu Senapati, Moeen 
Ali, Shivam Dube, Rajvard-
han Hangargekar, Dwaine 
Pretorius, Mitchell Santner, 
Ravindra Jadeja, Tushar 
Deshpande, Mukesh Chow-
dhary, Matheesha Pathi

Jadeja retained by CSK, 
shares photo with Dhoni

Indian star all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja

Indian skipper and all-
rounder Hardik Pandya 
said on Wednesday that 

though the side is disap-
pointed at their semi-final 
finish in the recently-con-
cluded ICC T20 World Cup, 
it needs to cope with it and 
roadmap for the next edi-
tion of the tournament starts 
from now.

India will be kickstarting 
its white-ball series against 
New Zealand with the first 
T20I set to take place in 
Wellington on Friday. Har-
dik will be leading the side 
in absence of senior stars 
like KL Rahul, Virat Kohli 
and Rohit Sharma. “There 
is a disappointment of the 
T20 World Cup, but we are 
professionals. We need to 
cope with it the way we cope 
with our success and move 
forward, look to get better 
and rectify the mistakes we 
made,” said Hardik to media 
ahead of the first match.

Hardik said that the road-
map for the T20 World Cup 

2024 has started but right 
now, the focus is to let the 

team enjoy its cricket in New 
Zealand.

The all-rounder said that 
New Zealand has been a 

fantastic team over the years. 
“They have always put on a 
show and challenge you as a 
team,” he added.

Hardik said that the se-
ries will be a great chance 
for youngsters to prove 
their worth in the team and 
deliver some fine perfor-
mances. Men in Blue will be 
practicing at Basin Reserve, 
Wellington from 2 PM-5 PM 
local time.

Squad for New Zealand 
T20Is: Hardik Pandya (C), 
Rishabh Pant (vc & wk), 
Shubman Gill, Ishan Kis-
han, Deepak Hooda, Surya 
Kumar Yadav, Shreyas Iyer, 
Sanju Samson (wk), W Sun-
dar, Yuzvendra Chahal, Kul-
deep Yadav, Arshdeep Singh, 
Harshal Patel, Mohd. Siraj, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Umran Malik.

New Zealand T20I squad: 
Kane Williamson (c), Finn 
Allen, Michael Bracewell, 
Devon Conway, Lockie 
Ferguson, Daryl Mitchell, 
Adam Milne, Jimmy Neesh-
am, Glenn Phillips, Mitchell 
Santner, Ish Sodhi, Tim 
Southee and Blair Tickner. 

First t20i

upset with t20 wC, have to Cope 
like proFessionals: pandya 
TDG NETWORK
Wellington 

Saying that that his side 
looks forward to playing 
against India, New Zealand 
skipper Kane Williamson, 
commented on India’s talent 
pool, ahead of his side’s first 
T20I match against India in 
Wellington.

“Their side has been 
busy. It is natural that not 
everyone can do everything. 
Their depth is second to 
none. I have seen the talent 
these players have and there 
are plenty of superstars in 
that team,” said Williamson. 
While focussing on his own 
team, Williamson spoke 
about pacer Trent Boult say-
ing that he has been a huge 
part of the national side and 
he hopes to see him in Kiwis 
colours once again.

“Trent Boult has been a 
world-class player for us. 
He has been a huge part 
of our team. Hopefully, we 
will see him in New Zea-
land colours again. But it 
is a moving landscape, you 
make different decisions 
throughout your career,” 
said Williamson in a media 

interaction ahead of the first 
match.

Boult is not partici-
pating in both ODI 
and T20I series 
against Men in Blue.

Back in August, Boult 
had requested New Zea-
land Cricket to re-
lease him 
from his 
central 
contract 
s o  t h a t 
he  could 
spend 
more 
time 
with his 
family while 
also making 
himself avail-
able for domes-
tic leagues.

T h e  m ove 
m e a n s  t h e 
33-year-old 
will  have 
a signifi-
cantly 
reduced 
role 
with 
the 
Black-
caps 

during his final years in 
the game, while still being 
eligible for selection if and 
when available.

About his release from 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) franchise Sunrisers 

Hyderabad, Williamson 
said that he was aware 

of the move a few days 
back and said he 

would love to 
keep playing in 

the league as it 
is a “special 
tourna-
ment”.

“Had 
real fun time 

and memories with 
SRH,” he added. 
Williamson was re-
leased by Sunrisers 
Hyderabad ahead 
of the mini-auction 

scheduled on 23 
December. He made 

his IPL debut for the 
Orange Army in 2015 

and led the franchise 
as well across 

multiple 
sea-

sons. 

there are plenty oF 
superstars in indian team: 
kane williamson 

india vs new zealand

India and New Zealand captains Hardik Pandya and Kane Williamson pose for a picture with the 
trophy during a photo shoot ahead of India tour of New Zealand 2022, at Waterfront, in Wellington 
on Wednesday. 

Indian middle-order batter Suryakumar Yadav 
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