
A blast that occurred in an auto 
rickshaw in the Kankanadi 
police station area here on 

Saturday evening was “not acciden-
tal” but an “act of terror”, said the 
DGP Karnataka on Sunday. 

“It’s confirmed now. The blast is not 
accidental but an act of terror with 
the intention to cause serious dam-
age. Karnataka State Police is prob-
ing deep into it along with central 
agencies,” Tweeted DGP Karnataka. 

Earlier on Saturday, at around 5 
pm, an auto rickshaw caught fire 
due to a blast in the Kankanadi Po-
lice Station area. The reason behind 
the blast was a bag being carried by 
a passenger riding in the auto. The 
auto driver and passenger sustained 

burn injuries and have been admitted 
to the hospital.” 

The blast took place at the commu-
nally charged coastal town of Man-
galuru--370 km from state capital 
Bengaluru —months ahead of the 
state elections. 

The police said Shareeq, the pas-
senger in the auto-rickshaw, was 
carrying a low-intensity Improvised 
Explosive device or IED. A burnt 
pressure cooker fitted with batteries 
was found inside the vehicle. 

Talking to reporters here on Sun-
day, Chief Minister Basavaraj Bom-
mai said an IED exploded inside a 
pressure cooker in an auto rickshaw 
in Mangaluru on Saturday evening. 
“In the incident, the autorickshaw 
driver and a passenger were injured. 
Both of them are being treated in a 

hospital. The police have taken up 
this case seriously and started an 
investigation. It looks like IED-like 
equipment has been used in this in-
cident.”

Bommai said that the man, who 
was travelling in the auto might 
have terror links, but more informa-
tion will come out after the detailed 
investigation. 

“All of you are aware of the blast 
in Mangaluru yesterday at 4.45 pm. 
Two including the auto driver and 
passenger are under treatment. The 
state police are investigating the mat-
ter and as per the primary informa-
tion, it was because of an IED instru-
ment,” Bommai said. 

The CM said the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) and other agen-
cies have already visited the spot and 

taken up the probe. 
“Since the injured are recuperat-

ing in hospital, more information 
will be procured from him. As this 
individual had visited several places 
including Coimbatore he may have 
links with terrorist groups. This in-
formation has been shared by police 
after a preliminary probe. Any links 
of this blast incident with the banned 
PFI will be known after a thorough 
investigation,” he said. 

“Police are going through all the de-
tails of the person who had a dupli-
cate Aadhaar card in which a Hubli 
address was also mentioned in it. 
More information also came out af-
ter his real address was investigated. 
NIA and other teams are here for fur-
ther investigation. 

MANGALORE BLAST AN ACT OF 
TERROR, SAYS KARNATAKA GOVT 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi being applied 
with tilak while offering prayers at Somnath 

temple, in Gir Somnath on Sunday.  ANI
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RISK OF GLOBAL RECESSION MASS SHOOTING 

Cops find chopped head, 
hand in intense search 

53RD INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL OF 
INDIA KICKS OFF IN GOA 

COP27 adopts fund for developing 
nations, India welcomes move 

ZAKIR NAIK LANDS IN QATAR FOR RELIGIOUS 
LECTURES DURING WORLD CUP 

5 KILLED, 18 
INJURED IN GAY 
NIGHTCLUB 
SHOOTING IN US

POLLS TO DECIDE GUJARAT’S 
FATE IN NEXT 25 YEARS: PM

INDIA IS AT LOW RISK 
OF RECESSION: RBI 

Police say the intention was to disrupt communal harmony
CM informs NIA has taken up the probe 

7 CHILDREN DEAD 
AFTER TRUCK RAMS 
INTO ROADSIDE 
JHUGGI
VAISHALI: At least seven 
children were dead and 
several others feared to 
be injured in a tragic road 
accident in the Mehnar 
area of Vaishali, Bihar, 
said police on Sunday. 
The accident occurred af-
ter a truck rammed into 
a roadside settlement 
resulting in devastating 
consequences. Further 
details are awaited. 

AIR INDIA FLIGHT 
RETURNS TO MUMBAI 
WITHIN 10 MINUTES 
OF TAKE OFF 
MUMBAI: An Air India 
flight (AI 581) carrying 
over 110 passengers 
operating in the Mumbai-
Calicut sector returned 
minutes after its push-
back due to a technical 
issue, according to 
an official on Sunday. 
However, the flight was 
made ready for take-off 
after thorough checks. 

“AI 581, operating on the 
Mumbai Calicut sector, 
came back at 6.25 am 
after pushback at 6.13 
am owing to a technical 
issue.”

PRESIDENT UNDERGOES 
‘SUCCESSFUL’ 
CATARACT SURGERY 
NEW DELHI: Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu 
underwent cataract 
surgery on her right eye 
in the national capital 
on Sunday. The surgery 
was done at Delhi’s Army 
Hospital (Referral & Re-
search). The President’s 
Secretariat said she has 
been discharged from the 
hospital.

TOP OF THE DAY

The 53rd edition of the 
International Film Fes-
tival India (IFFI) will 
begin in Goa on Sunday. 
As many as 75 youths, in the 
age group of 18-35, will get to 
attend the festival this year as 
special guests, as part of the ‘75 
Creative Minds of Tomorrow’ 
this year’s IIFI awards initia-
tive of the Central government. 

The idea on which the event 
was founded is to celebrate 
films, the stories they tell 
and the people behind them. 
To mark the golden jubilee 
of Manipuri cinema, IFFI 
53-Asia’s oldest film festival - 
will showcase five feature and 
five non-feature films, curated 
by Manipur State Film Devel-
opment Society under Indian 
Panorama, as per an official 
statement. 

Each year 9 April, has been 

celebrated as the birth of Ma-
nipuri cinema since the first 
Manipuri feature film was 
released on 9th April 1972 
named ‘Matamgi Manipur’, 
directed by Deb Kumar Bose. 

With the screening of the 
opening feature film Ishanaou 
directed by Padmashree 
award-winning director Arib-
am Shyam Sharma and Ratan 
Thiyam; The Man of Theater 
in the non-feature film section 
along with other films, the cin-

ema enthusiast will get a taste 
of rich cultural heritage, fierce 
storytelling, dance, music, tra-
ditions and theatres from the 
state of Manipur. 

Manipuri film pioneers like 
Aribam Shyam Sharma, Oken 
Amakcham, Nirmala Chanu, 
Borun Thokchom, and Romi 
Meitei will mark their pres-
ence to celebrate the 50 years 
of aesthetic brilliance of Mani-
puri cinema during the

COP27-the 27th UN Con-
ference of Parties-agreed 
for establishing the special 

“Loss and Damage Fund” 
that will help to make up 
for the losses suffered by 
developing nations that 
are vulnerable to climate 

change. Union Minister 
for Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change Bhu-
pender Yadav called this a 

“historic COP” adding that 
“the world has waited far too 

long for the ‘loss and dam-
age fund’ agreement.” 

Earlier, in a tweet COP 27 
President Sameh Shoukry 

tweet said, “History was 
made today at #COP27 in 
Sharm El-Sheikh as parties 
agreed to the establishment 
of a long-awaited loss and 
damage fund for assisting 
developing countries that 
are particularly vulnerable 
to the adverse effects of cli-
mate change.” 

“I invite the CMA to adopt 
the draft decision of title 
funding arrangements 
for responding to loss and 
damage associated with the 
adverse effects of climate 
change.  

The agreement marks the 
first time countries 

Indian fugitive preacher Za-
kir Naik, who faces charges 
of money laundering and 
hate speech in India, is set 
to give religious lectures at 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
in Qatar, according to social 

media posts. 
“Preacher Sheikh Zakir 
Naik is present in Qatar 
during the World Cup and 
will give many religious 
lectures throughout the 
tournament,” Al Arabiya 
News quoted Faisal Alha-
jri, a presenter at the Qatari 

state-owned sports chan-
nel Alkass, as saying on 
Twitter on Saturday. 

The FIFA World Cup 
began on Sunday at the 
Al Bayt Stadium, located 
about 35 km away from 
Doha.
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Officials of Delhi Police on Sunday contin-
ued the probe in the dense forest area of 
South Delhi’s Mehrauli with an aim to re-
cover the dismembered body parts of Shrad-
dha Walker, believed to be disposed of by 
her murderer Aaftab Ameen Poonawala 
across the national capital. 

Earlier, Delhi police, after recovering 
around 12 suspected body parts disposed 
of by Aaftab, the accused in the Shraddha 
murder case, later brought him to the jungle 
to recover other body parts, according to 
police sources on 13 November. The samples 

recovered so far have been sent for exami-
nation to ascertain if they are all human 
remains, according to police sources. 

“Around 12 samples recovered of remains 
suspected to be of a human, have been 
picked up by forensic experts and sent 
to confirm if they’re all human remains. 
They’ll be sent to match with DNA samples 
of her father,” the sources said. 

According to the sources, the East Delhi 
Police also found a chopped head and hand 
in the Trilokpuri area of Pandav Nagar po-
lice station of the national capital in June 
this year, which was nearly a month after 
Shraddha was murdered (on 18 May). 

In another case of a mass 
shooting in the United States, 
five people were killed and 
another 18 were injured in 
a shooting incident at a gay 
nightclub “Club Q”, in the 
state of Colorado on Saturday, 
CNN reported. 

Colorado Springs Police Lt. 
Pamela Castro said authori-
ties received “numerous” 911 
calls starting at 11:57 p.m. 
and responded to the scene, 
according to the American 
broadcaster. “They did locate 
one individual who we be-
lieve to be the suspect inside,” 
said Castro. “At this point in 
time, the suspect is being 
treated, but is in custody.” 
Club Q, in a statement on 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday said the 
Assembly elections in Gu-
jarat will determine where 
the state will be in the next 
25 years. 

Addressing a public rally 
in the Botad district of Gu-
jarat, the PM said it was for 
voters to shape the destiny of 
the state in the coming years. 
Exhorting people to vote the 

BJP back to power in the 
western state, the PM, during 
his 30-minute-long speech in 
native tongue, Gujarati, said, 
“This election is not only for 
the next five years, it will de-
termine what Gujarat looks 
lie in the next 25 years.” 

Earlier, in an apparent 
swipe at Rahul Gandhi, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said that during the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, the

Reserve Bank of India Gov-
ernor Shaktikanta Das said 
a synchronised tightening 
of monetary policy globally 
has progressively increased 
the risk of a hard landing, 
which is a recession to tame 
inflation. India, however, is 
differently placed. 

The Governor was speak-
ing about the rising inflation 
across the world and said 
that inflation in systemically 
important advanced econo-
mies turned out to be persis-
tent rather than transitory. 
The third shock emanated in 
the form of aggressive tight-
ening of monetary policy by 
the US Federal Reserve, and 
subsequent unrelenting ap-
preciation of the US dollar. 

During the annual research 

conference of the Depart-
ment of Economic and Policy 
Research (DEPR) of RBI in 
Hyderabad on Saturday, he 
said, “Spillovers to EMEs 
(emerging market econo-
mies), and to India, were in 
the form of capital outflows, 
depreciation pressures on 
currencies, reserve losses 
and imported inflation.” 

The age-old research is-
sues for emerging market 
economies like external 
sector sustainability assess-
ment, feasible range of policy 
options to preserve sustain-
ability, and analysis of their 
effectiveness have once again 
come to the forefront, more 
so because the nature and 
size of the spillover risk is 
very different now, accord-
ing to the Governor.  
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BJP suspends 7 rebel 
MLAs in Gujarat
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The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has taken disciplinary 
action and suspended seven 
party leaders, who had filed 
nominations as independent 
candidates after being denied 
tickets by the saffron party. 

All of the seven candidates 
were seeking tickets in the 
first phase of the Gujarat 
Assembly elections. “These 
MLAs have been suspended 

for six years for having in-
dulged in anti-party activi-
ties,” a BJP communication 
reveals quoting the party’s 
state president C.R. Paatil. 

BJP leaders who have been 
suspended include Harshad 
Vasava from Nandod in Nar-
mada district. Arvind Ladani 
who has been seeking a ticket 
from Keshod Junagadh in 
Junagadh has also been sus-
pended. Chattrasingh
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Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav was seen touch-
ing the feet of his uncle and 
Pragatisheel Samajwadi 
Party (Lohiya) leader Shivpal 
Yadav on a stage while cam-
paigning for the by-elections 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Mainpuri. 

Shivpal was one of the 
names in the list of 40-star 
campaigners released by 
the party recently for the SP 
candidate on the seat Dimple 
Yadav, wife of former chief 
minister Akhilesh Yadav. 
The other prominent names 

that are included in the list 
are Akhilesh, Jaya Bachchan, 
Azam Khan and others.  The 
development comes at a time 
when the party is reeling un-
der the differences between 
the two members, Shivpal 
and Akhilesh. However, both 
of them have lately been seen 
together at family functions.  
Akhilesh Yadav and Dimple 
Yadav on Thursday met with 
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Par-
ty (Lohia) chief Shivpal Singh 
Yadav to discuss the elections. 
Mainpuri Lok Sabha seat is a 
prestigious seat for the Yadav 
family and is a Samajwadi 
Party bastion. 

Ahead of the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi elections, Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on 
Sunday held a road show in the 
Ghonda area in the national capital 
and said that people’s excitement 
makes it clear what the result of the 

election will be. 
The Assam Chief 

Minister also took 
a swipe at Delhi 
Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal and 
said he is best in 
theatrics. “People’s 
excitement makes 
it clear what the re-
sult of the election 
will be. Kejriwal is 
best in theatrics. 

He thinks Hindus are enemies, but 
can India exist without Hindus? 
He should apologize for the riots 
in Delhi during CAA (implemen-
tation). BJP will win this election,” 
Sarma said during the roadshow. 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 

and Union Ministers of states Dr 
Jitendra Singh and Meenakashi 
Lekhi also participated in ‘Vijay 
Sankalp’ roadshow at Uttam Nagar 
in West Delhi. 

Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh 
Dhami and BJP MP from East 
Delhi, Gautam Gambhir also held 
a roadshow in Mandawali, ahead 
of December 4 MCD polls in Delhi. 

With elections for the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
around the corner, Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) is scheduled to hold 14 
roadshows across the national cap-
ital. BJP is focusing on the region-
wise dedicated leaders to gain more 
and more votes in favour. 

The elections for the 250-ward 
Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) will be held on December 4 
while the counting of votes will be 
done on 7 December.  

The polls to the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi on December 4 are 
shaping up to be a two-way contest 
between the BJP, which currently 
holds the civic reins in the national 
capital, and the AAP, which is in 
power in the state.

during By-poll caMpaign, 
akhilesh yadav touches 
shivpal’s feet 

assaM cM sarMa holds roadshow, 
says the verdict is clear 

Congress has nothing in Gujarat, 
that’s why Rahul Baba is not 
coming: Amit Shah

MCD polls: BJP to 
hold 14 roadshows 
across Delhi today

Former Congress MP 
Mahabal Mishra joins 
Aam Aadmi Party 

pM Modi flays 
cong, lists out 
BJp’s ‘good work’ 

Break froM 'yatra': rahul gandhi to address poll 
rallies in guJarat today

Taking a break from the “Bharat Jodo 
Yatra”, Congress former president 
Rahul Gandhi will campaign for the 
party in Gujarat on Monday. This will 
be his first break from the yatra since 
it started. Rahul will be addressing 
one election rally each in Surat and 
Rajkot. The senior observer for Guja-
rat, Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot would accompany Rahul 
Gandhi during his visit to the state.

The grand old party is working 
hard to consolidate its position in Gu-
jarat. The BJP, at the same time, has 
already fielded heavyweights includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 
the state. PM Modi is on a three-day 
visit to Gujarat. Congress is lagging 
behind the BJP in terms of cam-
paign. But with the rallies of Rahul, 
the Congress’ campaign will gather 

steam. Changing 
the strategy, Con-
gress is focussing 
on small public 
meetings instead 
of big rallies. After 
PM Modi, Rahul 
is also joining the 
campaign,  fol-
lowing which the 
electoral battle will 
heat up.  

Meanwhile, AAP convenor Arvind 
Kejriwal is regularly visiting the state 
along with some party leaders. His 
party is ahead of Congress as far as 
campaigning is concerned. Congress 
is organising public meetings in rural 
areas in a bid to strengthen its hold in 
these pockets.  

Congress strategists claim that the 
BJP is still weak in rural segments. 
Congress spokesperson Chayanika 
Uniyal says that the results in Gujarat 

will be surprising, 
as the party is gain-
ing ground in rural 
pockets. The AAP 
which is confined 
to urban centres 
is cutting into BJP 
votes, from which 
Congress is benefit-
ing, she explains.

In fact, in the last 
elections,  Con-

gress had given BJP a tough fight. If 
Mani Shankar Aiyar had not made 
objectionable comments, the party 
would have hit the jackpot there. It 
was Gehlot only who had prepared 
strategy for the Congress last time. 
This time round, the Rajasthan CM 
is working on a different strategy 
as a senior observer. Gradually, the 
Congress is inching close to a position 
where it will be posing a formidable 
challenge to BJP.

The party general secretaries Ra-
ghu Sharma and Mukul Wasnik are 
camping in Gujarat like other leaders. 
The work is going on as per Gehlot’s 
strategy. Rahul Gandhi, who was 
keeping himself away from the cam-
paign so far, has now agreed to join 
it after request from Gehlot. Rahul 
was away from the polls in Himachal 
Pradesh. However, he stayed con-
nected with Gujarat electioneering 
through tweets. Rahul Gandhi has 
already promised to implement the 
Gehlot government’s schemes in Gu-
jarat also if the party comes to power 
there.   These schemes include the 
old pension scheme, regularisation 
of temporary employees, the health 
insurance scheme, etc. He is likely to 
speak elaborately on these schemes 
during the rallies today. Congress is 
focussing on local issues, price rise, 
unemployment, etc. instead of target-
ing PM Modi.

Hitting out at the Con-
gress, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi 

on Sunday said the party 
was incapable of working 
for people’s welfare. “Con-
gress cannot do any good for 
you all. In the last Assembly 
elections, you had voted for 
the Congress and had sent 
their candidate to the Vidhan 
Sabha. Tell me what have they 
done? Can you remember 
anything?” the PM asked, ad-
dressing a public rally in the 
Amreli district of poll-bound 
Gujarat.

Voicing hope that the BJP 
will return to power in the 
state, the PM said, “This time, 
Kamal Khilvu Joiye (the lotus 
should bloom).” He added 
that the Amreli district will 
emerge as a bustling centre 
for maritime trade, adding 
a new chapter to its history. 

“The mushrooming of in-
dustries here in the last 20 
years and the innnovative 
agricultural practices intro-
duced by the Krishi Bibhag 
(agriculture department) 
helped Amreli make a tell-
ing impact on the state. The 
agricultural development in 
Gujarat was in the negative 

before we came to power in 
the state. It is the result of 
our hard work that today, the 
Gujarat’s agricultural devel-
opment has reached double 
digits,” the PM said. 

Claiming that Amreli was 
once in the throes of a water 
crisis, the PM said every vil-
lage in the district now re-
ceived piped water supply. 
“The farmers here have now 
been lierated from issues aris-
ing out of water and electric-
ity. There was a time when 
transformers would blwo out 
and running repairs on them 
would take 2-3 months. Now, 
transformers are repaired on 
making a phone call,” the PM 

said.
“Whenever I come to Amre-

li, I feel like home. The sheer 
turnout of people here shows 
which way 
the election 
i s  g o i n g 
this time. 
The levers 
of election 
a r e  n o t 
with poli-
ticians or 
candidates, 
but in the 
hands of 
the people 
who have 
turned out in such huge 
numbers today,” the PM said.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Sunday took a swipe at Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi, who is currently leading 
Bharat Jodo Yatra in Maharashtra, over 
his absence from the election campaign 
in Gujarat and said that Congress has 
nothing in Gujarat, that’s why “Rahul 
Baba” is not coming to Gujarat for cam-
paigning and is roaming in other places. 

While addressing an election rally in 
Tapi district of Gujarat, the Home Min-
ister further said that ever since the BJP 
government came to power in Gujarat, 
there has been development in every 
field. 

“There is a BJP government in Gujarat 
since 1990 and the Congress is saying 
that the work of the Congress speaks 
for itself. When it is not in power since 
1990, then what is the work of Con-
gress? Congress misleads the people. 
The party which has not been in power 
for ages, then of what work is it talking? 

Congress should be 
ashamed. Ever since 
the BJP government 
came to power in Gu-
jarat, there has been 
development in every 
field,” he said. 

Shah said that the 
Modi government 
has honoured the 
tribal society by mak-
ing a tribal woman the 
President. 

“During the Con-
gress rule, there was a budget of Rs 
1000 crores for tribals whereas the BJP 

government has increased the budget 
to Rs 1 lakh crores. Congress has noth-
ing in Gujarat, that’s why Rahul Baba is 
not coming to Gujarat for campaigning 
and is roaming in other places,” said the 
Home Minister. 

Targeting the Congress for not remov-
ing Article 370 from Jammu Kashmir, 
the Home Minister said the BJP govern-
ment linked Kashmir with India forever 
with the abrogation of Article 370 when 
the Congress kept Article 370 in its lap 
for 70 years.

“When the Modi government removed 
Article 370, the Congress was saying that 
rivers of blood will flow. But when the 
Article was removed, leave aside the 
river of blood, no one dared to throw 

even a stone,” said Shah. 
Shah said that the Modi government 

also knows how to give befitting reply 
to Pakistan and other nations who try 
to jeopardize the security of the nation. 
“In the government of Sonia and Man-
mohan Singh, Alia, Malia and Jamalia 
from Pakistan used to run away after be-
heading our soldiers. But when the Modi 
government came, there were terrorist 
attacks in Pulwama and Uri. But they 
did not know that now there is no Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh in India, now 
there is Narendra Modi. Within 10 days, 
the Prime Minister entered the house of 
Pakistan by conducting surgical and air 
strikes and the soldiers of the country 
came back safely,” he said
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well Begun is 
half done 
The past experi-
ence with Governor 
Jagdeep dhankhar 
was not at all pleas-
ant for the Mamata 
Banerjee Government. 
in contrast newly- ap-
pointed Governor for 
the state C.V. Ananda 
Bose started it with 
olive branch. The new 
governor is clearly on 
an outreach drive by 
connecting the media 
with his elaborate 
interviews that include 
even TMC mouth-
piece ‘Jago Bangla’. 
The tone and tenor 
of the interviews is 
to bring back the 
trust and a sense of 
sanity between the 
state government and 
Governor’s office. he 
said even before arriv-
ing Kolkata: “Mamata 
Banerjee is the only 
women chief minister 
in india, and she rep-
resents women power 
as well as empower-
ment.” however, this 
has had heartburn 
to many in the BJP 
camp. 

seeking 
footBall 
tickets to vp
even before the 
news broke that Vice 
President Jagdeep 
dhankhar will be 
visiting Qatar for the 
inauguration of world 
Cup football, his of-
fice started receiving 
many requests for 
helping local indians 
to get a ticket for the 
matches. More than 
8 lakh indians are 
working in Qatar. his 
office already has sent 
messages to indian 
embassy that no in-
dians should request 
for any tickets for the 
matches. he is visiting 
Qatar at the invitation 
of the Sheikh Tamim 
bin hamad Al Thani, 
emir of Qatar. 

MaMata seeks 
‘exclusive’ 
Meeting with 
Modi
west Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata 
Banerjee is hellbent 
to narrow down the 
differences with the 
Prime Minister Modi 
for the ‘interest of 
the state’. This is the 
same Mamata who 
used to skip most of 
the meeting con-
vened by the Central 
Goverment. PM will 
be hosting a meeting 
of all CMs in the first 
week of december for 
the preparations of 
upcoming G-20 sum-
mit, scheduled to be 
held for the first time 
in india next year. Ma-
mata Banerjee has 
decided to attend the 
meeting. Mamata has 
sought an ‘exclusive 
meeting’ with the 
PM during her visit to 
new delhi. Sources 
say, she may raise 
the issue of pending 
money for the central 
projects. 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah waves to the supporters during a public meeting for 
the upcoming Gujarat Assembly elections, at Nizar, in Tapi on Sunday. (ANI)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during a public meeting 
ahead of the Gujarat Assembly elections, in a  rally on Sunday.
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By the people

With elections for the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
around the corner, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) on Sunday 
will hold 14 roadshows across 
the national capital. 

Each of these 14 roadshows will 
be led by 14 big leaders of the par-
ty in 14 different districts of Delhi 
on Sunday. The leaders who will 
lead these power-packed road-
shows included BJP president JP 
Nadda, Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jairam Thakur, Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, Haryana CM Manohar 
Lal Khattar, Delhi BJP president 
Adesh Gupta, Uttar Pradesh BJP 
President Bhupender Chaudhary 
and Uttarakhand CM Pushkar 
Singh Dhami. 

Further, Union Ministers Ra-
jnath Singh, Meenakashi Lekhi, 
Jitender Singh, Hardeep Puri 
and Gajender Singh Shekhawat 

will also lead these roadshows. 
Further party MPs Ramesh Bid-
huri, Gautam Gambhir, Manoj Ti-
wari, BJP National Spokesperson 
Sambit Patra and Dinesh Lal Ya-
dav will participate in Sunday’s 
roadshow.  According to BJP 
sources, the roadshows will be 
held from 4 to 6 pm in the evening. 
BJP is focusing on the region-wise 
dedicated leaders to gain more 
and more votes in favour. 

MCD election will be held on 
4 December and results will be 
announced on 7 December for 
250 seats. 

Ahead of the upcoming Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) elections, the Arvind 
Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) has managed to rope in 
a strong Congress leader Ma-
habal Mishra into the party, on 
Sunday. 

The new entrant to the AAP, 
Mahabal Mishra, is a former 
Congress MP from West Del-
hi, three times MLA from the 
Dwarka Assembly constituen-
cy and former Councillor and 
is considered a former heavy-
weight Congress leader. 

Former MP and Congress 
leader, Mahabal Mishra joins 
the Aam Aadmi Party ahead of 
the MCD polls, in the presence 
of AAP’s National convenor 
and Chief Minister of Delhi Ar-
vind Kejriwal, as well as Delhi’s 
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia dur-
ing his public rally in Paharganj 

area of Delhi. 
Notably, Mahabal Mishra, a 

strong purvanchali leader of 
the Congress, is the father of 
AAP MLA from Dwarka, Vinay 
Mishra. 

Mahabal Mishra’s membership 
in the Congress party was ter-
minated back 
in 2020 when 
his son Vinay 
Mishra joined 
the Aam Admi 
party ahead 
of the 2020 
Delhi Assem-
bly elections 
and was an-
nounced as 
a candidate 
by AAP from 
Dwarka. 

The Aam Aadmi party’s Na-
tional convenor and Delhi CM 
Arvind Kejriwal was in Paha-
rganj earlier on Sunday, ad-
dressing a public rally in view 
of the upcoming MCD elections. 
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As part of its ongoing probe into the horrific Shraddha Walk-
er Murder case, the Delhi police team on Sunday recorded 
the statement of the secretary of a housing society where the 
accused Aftab Amin Poonawalla lived with his family. 

According to official sources, the Delhi police team re-
corded the statement of Abdullah Khan, the secretary of 
the Unique Park Housing Society of Vasai area of Palghar 
district, for more than an hour on Sunday. “The police ques-
tioned Khan for more than an hour, and recorded his state-
ment in connection to the Shraddha murder case,” said of-
ficial sources with Manikpur police. 

In his statement, Khan told the police that Aaftab’s family 
had vacated their house about 20 days ago, and have rented 
it out. 

Khan however said that he has no idea about where 
Aaftab’s family went, and also shared their contact 
number, which was found switched off, they added. 
Delhi police have called many people including friends 
and relatives of Shraddha and Aaftab in connection to the 

case and their statements were 
being recorded, said sources. 
The accused, Aaftab, lived with 
Shraddha in three apartments in-
cluding Kenny Apartment, Regal 
Apartment, and White Hills Apart-
ment in different areas of Mumbai, 
they said. 

A team of Delhi police has camped 
in Vasai area of Maharashtra since 
Friday to probe the Shraddha Mur-

der case, in which her live-in partner Aaftab Amin Poonawa-
la had strangulated Walker to death allegedly and chopped 
her body into 35 pieces, dumped it in the Chhatarpur area of 
the national capital. 

Delhi Police team 
which is in Maha-
rashtra’s Vasai to 

probe the horrific Shrad-
dha Walker murder case in 
which her live-in partner 
Aaftab Ameen Poonawala 
had strangulated Walker to 
death allegedly and chopped 
her body into 35 pieces, 
dumped it in the Chhatar-
pur area of the national 
capital, on Saturday record-
ed the statement of Shrad-
dha’s former work manager, 
Karan Behri. 

Sources said a senior Delhi 
Police officer questioned key 
witnesses in the Shraddha 
case. Delhi Police recorded 
the statement of Shraddha’s 
best friend Shivani Mhatre 
and Karan Behri, the former 
manager of the place where 
Shraddha used to work. 

Sources said Delhi Police 
will also use the WhatsApp 
chats of Shivani Mhatre and 
Karan Behri as evidence. 

Delhi Police has so far re-
corded the statement of a to-
tal of six people in this case 
including Shraddha’s close 
friend Laxman Nadar and 
Rahul Godwin, the owner 
of the flat where Shraddha 

and Aaftab used to live be-
fore micing to Delhi. 

A team of Delhi Police ar-
rived at Vasai in Palghar 
district of Maharashtra on 
Friday to investigate the 
case. Delhi Police last week 
solved the six-month-old 
blind murder case and ar-
rested Aaftab Amin Poon-
awalla on the basis of Shrad-
dha’s father’s complaint. 

Aaftab and Shraddha 
met on a dating site and 

later moved in together at a 
rented accommodation in 
Chhatarpur. Delhi police 
received a complaint from 
Shraddha’s father and reg-
istered an FIR on 10 No-
vember. 

Delhi Police interroga-
tion revealed that Aaftab 
Poonawala killed Shraddha 
on May 18 and later started 
planning for disposing off 
her body. He told police that 
he had read about human 

anatomy so that it could 
help him in chopping off the 
body.  

Police said that Aaftab, 
after searching on Google, 
cleaned blood stained from 
the floor with some chemi-
cals and disposed stained 
clothes. He shifted the body 
in bathroom and bought a 
refrigerator from a nearby 
shop. Later, he chopped the 
body into small pieces and 
put them in the fridge. 

Mean-
while, 
a Delhi 
court has 
ordered 
Rohini 
Forensic 
Science 
L a b  t o 
conduct 
a narco test of accused Aaf-
tab Poonawala within five 
days in the Shraddha Walker 
murder case. 
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Security personnel deployed outside accused Aaftab's residence 
during an investigation in the Shraddha Walker murder case, in 
New Delhi on Sunday. ANI 

Accused Aaftab  (in hoodie) being taken by Delhi police personnel 
during an investigation on Sunday. ANI

‘Aaftab’s family 
vacated house 
20 days ago’

Delhi’s AQI a shade below ‘very poor’ on Sunday

The air quality index in the 
national capital dipped to 
just below the ‘Very poor’ 
category with an overall AQI 
of 297, as per the System of 
Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting And Research 
(SAFAR) on Sunday. 

The Air Quality Index in 
Noida and Gurugram this 
morning is 328 and 239, 
respectively, SAFAR data 
showed. 

Air Quality Index is a tool 
for effective communication 

of air quality status to people 
in terms, which are easy to 
understand. It transforms 
complex air quality data of 
various pollutants into a 
single number (index value), 
nomenclature and colour. 
Earlier on 19 November, The 
air quality in the national 
capital New Delhi was in the 
‘very poor’ category with an 
overall AQI of 303, as per the 
System of Air Quality and 
Weather Forecasting And 
Research (SAFAR).  

The Air Quality Index from 
0 to 100 is considered as 
good, while from 100 to 200 

it is moderate, from 200 to 
300 it is poor, and from 300 
to 400 it is said to be very 
poor and from 400 to 500 
or above it is considered as 
severe. 

Amid continuing poor air 
quality, the Sub-Committee 
for invoking actions under 
the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP) held a 
meeting yesterday to review 
the progress of the actions 
implemented under Stage 
II along with Stage I of the 
GRAP in the entire NCR. 

As per the dynamic model 
and weather/ meteoro-

logical forecast provided by 
IMD/ IITM, the overall air 
quality is likely to fluctuate 
largely between the ‘Poor’ 
to the lower end of the ‘Very 
Poor’ categories in the next 
few days. The predominant 
surface wind is predicted to 
be coming from the North/ 
North-West direction in 
Delhi, the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Climate 
Change said. 

The Sub-Committee of 
the Commission is closely 
watching the situation and 
will review the air quality 
scenario accordingly. 

In another case of animal 
cruelty in the national capi-
tal, a pregnant stray dog 
was brutally beaten to death 
by a group of unidentified 
men in Delhi’s New Friends 
Colony area, the police said 
on Sunday. 

Officials said that a video 
of the incident has come to 
light, and locals of the area 
in their complaint to police 
alleged that the accused are 

students of a nearby college. 
Based on the complaint, a 
case has been registered 
against the unidentified 
persons at NFC Delhi Police 
station, and a search to nab 
the accused is on. 

“The accused beat up a 
white street dog at New 
Friends Colony area with 
sticks, and later dumped it 
at an open field,” the local 
people alleged in their com-
plaint to the police. 

They also submitted vid-
eos of the incident and 

claimed that the dog was 
pregnant and died due to 
the attack. 

Vi d e o s  o f  t h e  i n c i -
dent have also gone vi-
r a l  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a . 
“On the basis of their com-
plaint, a case under section 
429, and 34 of IPC and also 
under section 11(1) of the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animal Act 1960 has been 
registered,” the police said 
while adding that a probe 
has been initiated to identify 
and trace the accused. 

Citing the recent Shraddha 
Walkar murder case as 
an example, Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Sunday said that 
India needs Uniform Civil 
Code and a law against ‘love 
jihad’. 

During the roadshow in 
Delhi ahead of the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi 
elections, the Assam Chief 
Minister said India does 

not need a person like Aaf-
tab (Shraddha murder case 
accused) but a person like 
Lord Ram, a leader like 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. “Our country doesn’t 
need Aaftab but a person 
like Lord Ram, a leader like 
PM Modi. 

We need Uniform Civil 
Code and law against love 
jihad. We need such laws 
where Aftabs can be hanged 
to death,” said Sarma dur-
ing a roadshow in Delhi. 

Sarma also took a swipe 

at Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal and said he is 
best in theatrics. 

“People’s  excitement 
makes it clear what the re-
sult of the election will be. 

Kejriwal is best in theat-
rics. He thinks Hindus are 
enemies, but can India exist 
without Hindus? 

He should apologize for 
the riots in Delhi during 
CAA (implementation). 
BJP will win this election,” 
Sarma told ANI during the 
roadshow.

Amid the threat of the use 
of steel core bullets by ter-
rorists in India, the Indian 
Army has issued tenders 
for acquiring 62,500 bul-
letproof jackets (BPJs) for 
its frontline troops which 
would be able to protect 
them from such bullets. The 
Ministry of Defence has is-
sued two separate tenders 
for these jackets under 
Make in India including one 
for 47,627 jackets under the 
normal route and the other 

one for 15,000 jackets under 
emergency procurement 
procedures which would be 
finalised in the next three to 
four months, Indian Army 
officials told ANI. 

The procurement for 
47,627 jackets would be 
done in phases and is ex-
pected to be completed in 
the next 18-24 months, they 
said. 

The specifications listed 
by the Army state that the 
BPJs should be able to pro-
tect a soldier against 7.62 
mm armour-piercing rifle 
ammunition as well as steel 

core bullets fired from a dis-
tance of 10 metres. 

In a few of the incidents in 
the Kashmir valley, terror-
ists used American armour-
piercing bullets in encoun-
ters with Indian security 
forces and were successful 
in breaching the bulletproof 
jackets of soldiers. 

The APBs along with the 
M-16 assault rifles and M-4 
carbines have been left be-
hind in huge numbers by the 
retreating American Army 
which quit Afghanistan, 20 
years after it started the war 
against terror. Following its 

retreat, Afghanistan fell into 
Taliban control. 

The jackets being pro-
cured through these two 
tenders would be level 4 
which are considered to be 
effective against steel core 
bullets and would be first 
provided to the troops de-
ployed in terrorist opera-
tions in Jammu and Kash-
mir. 

Sources in the Army con-
firmed that the force would 
ensure that the jackets have 
been made in India and ma-
terial is not sourced from 
any of the adversaries. 

top of the day

mother daIry 
hIkes PrIces of 
mIlk 
New Delhi: Mother 
Dairy on Sunday said that 
it has decided to hike 
prices of full-cream milk 
by Rs 1 per litre and token 
milk by Rs 2 per litre 
across the Delhi-NCR 
with effect from Monday. 
This is the fourth hike 
in milk prices this year 
by Mother Dairy. with 
the hike, the price of full 
cream milk has increased 
from Rs 63 per litre to Rs 
64 per litre. however, the 
company has not revised 
the prices of full-cream 
milk sold in 500 ml packs. 
The token milk (bulk 
vended milk) will be sold 
at Rs 50 per litre from 
tomorrow. a Mother Dairy 
spokesperson said that 
the decision was taken 
because of the hike in its 
procurement cost of raw 
milk from dairy farmers.

j&k: four 
heroIn Packets 
recovered In urI 
JaMMu aND KaShMiR: 
Four heroin packets, 
worth of crores in the 
black market, were 
recovered and a peddler 
arrested in a joint opera-
tion by the police and the 
army at uri in Jammu 
and Kashmir on Sunday. 
The J&K police issued a 
press release on Sunday, 
informing that uri police 
and three units of the 
indian army’s Rajput 
Regiment set up a secu-
rity post at hathlanga, uri. 
During routine checking, 
one person, who later 
turned out to be a drug 
peddler, was arrested 
as he tried to evade the 
police.

BangladeshI 
natIonal 
arrested In 
assam
SouTh SalMaRa 
MaNKaChaR: in a joint 
operation, assam police 
and border Security 
Force (bSF) apprehended 
one bangladeshi national 
in assam’s South Sal-
mara Mankachar district 
along the indo-bangla-
desh border, officials said 
on Sunday. 
according to the police, 
the arrested accused has 
been identified as Robin 
Miya. based on secret 
information, troops of 
bSF and South Salmara 
Mankachar district police 
conducted a joint op-
eration at the Kukurmara 
area in the neighboring 
district. The officials ap-
prehended a bangladeshi 
national from the area.

army’s  
‘Purvottar 
swaBhIman 
utsav’ to BegIn 
today 
GuwahaTi: as a part of 
azadi Ka amrit Mahotsav 
(aKaM) celebrations, 
the indian army, under 
the aegis of hQ eastern 
Command has orga-
nized a two-day Conclave 

“Purvottar Swabhiman 
utsav” on the theme of 

‘Celebrating Contribu-
tion of india’s North east 
Region (NeR) in Nation 
building’, starting from 
Sunday. The event will be 
on till Monday in Guwa-
hati with an aim of high-
lighting the contribution 
of NeR towards nation-
building, felicitating Veer 
Naris and showcasing 
Ne culture. 
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shraddha 
murder case

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman will start her 
pre-budget meetings from 
Monday with industry 
leaders and experts in in-
frastructure and climate 
change, the Ministry of 
Finance said on Sunday. 
The meetings will be held vir-
tually by Sitharaman seeking 
suggestions for the 2023-24 
budget-making from stake-
holders. “Union Finance 

Minister Smt. @nsithara-
man will start her #Pre-
Budget2023 consultations 
with different stakeholder 
Groups from tomorrow, 21st 
Nov 2022, in New Delhi, in 
connection with the forth-
coming Union Budget 2023-
24. The meetings will be held 
virtually,” said in a tweet. 
“Finance Minister Smt. @
nsitharaman will be hold-
ing her 1st #PreBudget2023 
consultations with the of 
captains from Industry 
and experts of #Infrastruc-

ture and #ClimateChange 
in two groups, tomorrow, 
21st Nov. 2022, in forenoon 
and afternoon,” the minis-
try said in another tweet. 
It will be the last full bud-
get for Modi 2.0 before the 
Lok Sabha elections to be 
held in April-May of 2024. 
The requirement of funds 
for all categories of expendi-
tures along with receipts of 
Ministries/ Departments will 
be discussed during the pre-
budget meetings, the minis-
try had said earlier.
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over 40 vehIcles damaged In accIdent at 
Pune-Bengaluru hIghway

Over 40 vehicles were severely damaged in a tragic road acci-
dent that occurred in Pune on Sunday evening, officials said. 
The accident took place on the Pune-Bengaluru highway. 
“A major road accident occurred at Navale bridge 
on the Pune-Bengaluru highway in Pune in which 
about 48 vehicles got damaged. Rescue teams 
from the Pune Fire Brigade and Pune Metropoli-
tan Region Development Authority (PMRDA) have 
reached the spot,” said Pune Fire Brigade officials. 
The cause of the accident is yet to be ascertained. 
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A major accident occurred at Navale bridge on the Pune-
Bengaluru highway in which about 48 vehicles got damaged, 
in Pune on Sunday. (ANI Photo)
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Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar said on 
Sunday that during the next 
one year, development works 
worth Rs. 2.5 thousand crore 
will be completed by Farid-
abad Metropolitan Devel-
opment Authority (FMDA) 
Faridabad. 

In a bid to strengthen the 
infrastructure in Faridabad 
Metropolitan Development 
Authority (FMDA), devel-
opment projects worth Rs 
2,500 will be done in the 
next one year. Construction 
of new roads between Farid-
abad to Noida is an important 
project in these development 
works. In order to connect 
the eastern and western parts 
of Faridabad city, link roads 
including two underbridges 
will soon be constructed at a 
cost of Rs 300 crore. As many 

as 12 new rain wells will be 
installed and the function-
ing of 64 old tube wells will 
be reviewed to ensure a clean 
drinking water system in the 
city. Besides, the construction 
of the road from Faridabad to 
Jewar Airport would also be 
started soon which will ben-
efit the citizens of Faridabad.

Besides, a new bus ter-
minal with state-of-the-art 
facilities will be constructed 
in Sector-61 of the city. Apart 
from this, any public devel-
opment work raised by the 
local MP, MLA, Councillors, 
Sarpanches, Panches or any 
other public representative 
will soon be ensured. The 
beautification work of an 
8-acre park in Sector 22-23 of 
the city will soon be done by 
the Municipal Corporation. 
Besides, the beautification 
work of Baba Hirdaya Ram 
Kund will also be done soon.

The Punjab Police has got 
a big success in the Dera 
follower murder case, the 
Anti-Gangster Task Force 
(AGTF) of the Punjab Po-
lice, in collaboration with 
the Rajasthan Police and 
central agencies, arrested 
the sixth shooter, Ram-
zan Khan alias Raj Hooda, 
from Jaipur after a brief 
encounter. There is also 
news of the accused being 
shot in the leg during the 
encounter. He was injured  
with two bullets.  

DGP Gaurav Yadav him-
self has given information 
in this regard by tweeting. 
On November 10, Ram Ra-
him Dera follower Pradeep 
was murdered by unknown 
assailants in Kotkapura. It 
was a planned execution by 
about four assailants. Later, 
Goldie Brar, a gangster sit-
ting in Canada, took the 
responsibility of killing the 
Dera Follower.  Police have 
registered a case against 
four people including gang-
ster Goldie Brar in this mat-
ter. The Punjab Police has 
so far arrested two shoot-
ers – Bhupinder Singh Golli 
and Manpreet Singh Mani 
from Hoshiarpur. Before 
that Delhi Police had ar-
rested three shooters from 
Punjab itself. 

However, in the mean-

time, the police have de-
tained and interrogated 
the son of a sub-inspector 
studying in a private college 
in Patiala, who arranged a 
stay for the shooters.  

Five shooters have already 
been arrested in this case. 
Three of them including 
two minors were caught by 
the special cell of the Delhi 
police while two were ar-
rested by the Punjab police.

After collecting vital 
clues, the AGTF teams led 
by Deputy Superintendent 
of Police Bikram Brar and 
DSP Rajan Parminder 
managed to trace his loca-
tion in a building at Vinay-
ak Enclave Colony in Jai-
pur, where he was holed up 
with his two accomplices 
in rented accommodation, 
said the DGP.

As per the police inves-
tigation, the conspiracy to 
kill Dera follower Pradeep 
Kumar was hatched in 
Faridkot Central Jail. Bho-
la Singh, a close aide of 
gangster Goldie Brar, was 
locked here. He is a relative 
of Manpreet, another ac-
cused in the Dera follower 
murder case. It was sus-
pected that he had got Man-
preet to talk to Goldie Brar 
along with another con-
spirator Harjinder Singh 
Raju. At his behest, weap-
ons were made available to  
the murderers.
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TO BE COMPLETED IN 1 YEAR

AFTER BRIEF ENCOUNTER

HARYANA CM GIVES ANOTHER 
BONANZA OF PROJECTS WORTH  
RS 2,500 CRORE IN FARIDABAD

Punjab Police arrests 
sixth shooter in Dera 
follower murder case

RIGHTS COMMISSION HARYANA CM GIVES NOD

Maintaining law and 
order as well as 
keeping the people 

safe is the responsibility of 
the state police but contrary 
to this, what comes to fore is 
that the police department 
has failed to fulfil the expec-
tations of the people. 

The state Human Right 
Commission has received 
most of the complaints against 
the cops which is a matter of 
serious concern. The infor-
mation shared by the com-
mission revealed that out of 
the total complaints received, 
around 70 percent are against 
the policemen. Be it demand-

ing bribes or filing false cases 
the employees have left no 
stone unturned to harass the 
people. 

The Commission alleged 
that it has come to notice 
that incidents of police vio-
lation and misconduct are 
widespread which has tar-
nished the image of the po-
lice department among the 
commoners. 

The official date of the 
commission depicted that 
in a period of 32 months 
from January 2020 to Au-
gust 2022 as many as 7004 
complaints were received. 
Apart from this, the bal-
ance of previous com-
plaints also remained the 
same every year. During 

this period, the Commis-
sion disposed of a total of 
7122 cases.

Divulging above men-
tioned information, Deep 
Bhatia, a member of the 
commission said that over 
a period of several months, 
we have been continuously 
receiving complaints of 
police atrocities.  The com-
plaints against policemen 
range from corruption to 
filing false cases and ha-
rassment. He further said 
that out of the total, around 
70 percent of the com-
plaints are directly against 
policemen which is a wor-
rying scenario.  Apart from 
this, there are reports of 
beating family members of 

complainants or any other 
acquaintances in custody. 
However, in all complaints 
the policemen are not 
guilty. 

The data revealed that in 
the year 2020, there was 
a backlog of 9483 com-
plaints, whereas this year 
2501 new complaints were 
received.  Out of the total, 
2109 cases were settled 
down. In the year 2021 and 
2022 as many as 11880 and 
6987 complaints were in 
the backlog respectively.  
Besides as many as 2737 
and 1766 fresh cases sur-
faced and out of the total, 
as many as 2907 and 2106 
cases were settled down in 
the year 2021 and 2022. 

‘MOST HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS BY COPS’

IIT Delhi’s extension campus to 
come up on 50 acres in Jhajjar

RAVINDER MAIK
CHANDIGARH
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Haryana CM Manohar Lal.

An extension campus of IIT 
Delhi will be set up on a 50-
acre land in Badsa village of 
Haryana’s Jhajjar district, 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar said on Sunday. In 
a meeting with the officials 
of IIT Delhi in the national 
capital on Sunday, Haryana 
Chief Minister approved the 
proposal of setting up the ex-
tension campus of the pres-
tigious institute and assured 
complete cooperation to set 
up the facility.

It was apprised in the meet-
ing that this campus will 
develop techniques for the 
treatment of cancer patients 
by using medical imaging 
and artificial intelligence, 
so that the place of origin of 
cancer tissue can be detected 
and there will be no need of 

removing the entire organ 
affected by cancer from the 
body. Apart from this, re-
search work on dental im-
plants, hip protection devices 
in the elderly, prosthetic knee 
joints, etc. will continue in 
the campus to explore new 
technology required from 
time to time with the help 
of technical experts of IIT 
Delhi. In the meeting, Direc-
tor, IIT Delhi, Prof. Rangan 
Banerjee was apprised that it 

will take about 3 years for the 
construction of the campus. 
Besides this, it may take 3 to 
5 years to completely expand 
academic programmes and 
development of research and 
design facilities focusing on 
the patients of the National 
Cancer Institute

The CM, said that this 
campus will become India’s 
first centre for precision 
medicine. Precision medi-
cine is research which is re-

quired to develop medicine 
according to a particular pa-
tient. This initiative will also 
benefit our pharma compa-
nies as the companies will 
be able to develop new med-
icines for cancer patients 
on the basis of research by 
medical experts of National 
Cancer Institute and techni-
cal experts from IIT Delhi.

The CM also said that tech-
nology to perform better in 
sports and prevention of in-
jury would also be developed 
in this campus to help the 
players to perform in a better 
way. The Chief Minister sug-
gested that the technology 
and research to be developed 
for the sports persons should 
be developed in coordina-
tion with the Sports Univer-
sity, Rai (Sonipat) so that the 
sports persons can get maxi-
mum benefit out of it.



Mangalore blast an act of 
terror

He is under treatment as his leg is in-
jured. After he gains consciousness, 
more information will come out,” 
CM said.  “As of now, police have got 

to know about his visits to different places that 
apparently show that it could be a terror attack 
and he had terror links. The truth will come 
out after a complete probe,” he further said.  As 
the CM had visited Mangaluru yesterday just 
before the incident took place, Bommai said 
that the blast had nothing to do with his visit. 
“There is nothing to do with my yesterday’s visit 
to Mangalore. I finished the event and returned 
to Bengaluru by 3 pm,” he said.

Cops find chopped head, 
hand in Shraddha Case 
In the East Delhi case, the police were not able 
to ascertain whose body parts they were be-
cause of the tampered state of the recovered 
body parts. The body parts found in East Delhi 
were sent for a DNA test, and the forensic report 
will be coming soon. The bones found in Meh-
rauli forests have also been sent for a DNA test. 
The police will match the DNA report of all the 
pieces found at both these places and will try to 
ascertain if the found body parts were of Shrad-
dha, the sources said.

The Southern District Police has contacted the 
Eastern District Police in this regard. The East 
District Police has handed over all the informa-
tion to the South District Police. 

According to the sources, Aaftab, during his 
interrogation, told the police that after killing 
Shraddha and chopping her body into 35 pieces, 
he had first disposed of those parts which could 
stink quickly. “Accused Aaftab told the police 
that he used bleach to destroy the evidence, and 

also used chemicals so that not a single stain of 
blood remained on the floor,” the sources said. 
“He threw all the parts of the body in the for-
est and left thumb at some other location,” the 
sources added. 

According to police sources, there was no 
remorse visible on his face during his interro-
gation. “When the police officer talks to the ac-
cused in Hindi, he replies in English. He sleeps 
peacefully in the police station lockup all night. 
After the murder, the friends of the accused 
Aaftab also came to the house..but during that 
time he had hidden the parts somewhere else,” 
the source said. 

Meanwhile, the Delhi Police has come across 
a fresh lead in the investigation of the Shrad-
dha Walker murder case, in which they have 
found a pending water bill in accused Aaftab 
Poonawalla’s flat, given the circumstances that 
20,000 litres of water in Delhi are provided free 
by the government, according to the sources. 

According to the sources, the police received 
information from the neighbours of Aftab that 
he has an outstanding water bill of Rs 300. 

The police are likely to investigate this angle as 
the Delhi government gives 20,000 litres of wa-
ter for free. Two neighbours living on the floor 
above Aaftab had informed the police that the 
water bill of all the floors comes to zero, except 
for Aaftab’s, who had an outstanding due of Rs 
300, thus raising suspicion. 

“After the murder, Aaftab used a lot of water to 
clean the blood stains leading to a high water bill 
and the pending bill. Neighbours told the Police 
that Aaftab used to regularly go and check the 
building’s water tank,” the sources said. 

Zakir Naik lands in Qatar 
for religious lectures
Naik, who is a wanted fugitive by the Indian 
government, will reportedly give many religious 
lectures throughout the tournament, according 
to Alhajri. 

Earlier in March, Home Ministry had declared 

Zakir Naik-founded Islamic Research Founda-
tion (IRF) an unlawful association and banned 
it for five years.

The MHA notification stated that the speeches 
of Zakir Naik, founder of the IRF, were objec-
tionable as he has been extolling known terror-
ists. 

The notification further stated that the IRF 
founder has also been promoting forcible con-
version of the youth to Islam, justifying the 
suicide bombings, and posting objectionable 
comments against Hindus, Hindu Gods and 
other religions, which are derogatory to other 
religions.

COP27 adopts fund for 
developing nations
and groups, including the United States and 
the European Union, have agreed to establish a 
“loss and damage” fund for nations vulnerable 
to climate disasters made worse by pollution 
disproportionately produced by wealthy and 
industrial nations.  

Negotiators and non-governmental organi-
zations stressed that the fund was a significant 
achievement. A senior US administration offi-
cial told CNN that the fund will focus on what 
can be done to address loss and damaged re-
sources. However, it does not include liability 
or compensation. 

Articulating India’s point of view the union 
minister Patel welcomed the transition to a 
Sustainable Lifestyle and sustainable patterns 
of consumption. He stated that India welcomes 
efforts to address climate change. Addressing 
the Egyptian Presidency, Bhupender Yadav 
called it a “historic COP” where an agreement 
was made for a “loss and damage funding” ar-
rangement. He noted that the world has waited 
“far too” long for the loss and damage funding 
agreement. 

He further said, “We note that we are estab-
lishing a four-year work programme on climate 
action, agriculture and food security. Agricul-

ture, the mainstay of livelihood for millions of 
smallholders of farmers will be hard hit by cli-
mate change. So, we should not burden them 
with mitigation responsibilities.”

Polls to decide Gujarat’s 
fate in next 25 years: PM
Congress leader walked with a woman who 
tried everything to derail the Narmada Proj-
ect. Earlier on Saturday, during the Maha-
rashtra leg of the Bharat Jodo Yatra, Rahul 
Gandhi was joined by activist Medha Patkar 
who spearheaded the Narmada Bachao Aan-
dolan to prevent the displacement of locals 
due to the water of the Dam. 

In his address at a rally in Gujarat’s Dho-
raji, the Prime Minister said without naming 
Rahul Gandhi, “You would have seen a pic-
ture published in the newspaper yesterday of 
a Congress leader standing with those who 
oppose the Narmada Project. You should ask 
them with what face are they coming to seek 
votes from you. They did everything to stall 
the Narmada project for decades together and 
ensured that no money including that from 
World Bank was able to come over to Gujarat. 
They were constantly maligning the reputa-
tion of Gujarat.” 

He said that the matter was taken to courts 
and the lady who spearheaded this movement 
was seen along with the Congress leader.

“This shows that you are only walking to-
wards destroying Gujarat,” said PM Modi at 
the rally in Dhoraji. 

“Those people who try to destroy the only 
water lifeline of the Kutch region are seen 
with Congress leaders. This shows that they 
are only working towards destroying Guja-
rat. Voters and Gujarat need to ask Congress 
leadership, why are they aligning with such 
forces.”

BJP suspends 7 rebel 

MLAs in Gujarat
Gunjaria from Dhangadra in Surendranagar, 
Ketan Bhai Patel from Paradi in Valsad, Bharat 
Bhai Chavda from Rajkot rural, Uday Bhai Shah 
from Veraval in Gir Somnath district and Karan 
Bhai Baraiya who was seeking ticket from Am-
reli’s Rajula face suspension. The BJP which 
is seeking its seventh term in office in Gujarat 
has denied tickets to 42 sitting MLAs. The saf-
fron party which announced its big first chunk 
of 160 candidates saw 38 sitting MLAs being 
dropped. Several party bigwigs, former Chief 
Minister Vijay Rupani and former Deputy Chief 
Minister Nitin Patel were denied tickets. 

5 killed, 18 injured in gay 
nightclub shooting in US
social media, said it was “devastated by the 
senseless attack on our community” and offered 
condolences to victims and their families. “We 
thank the quick reactions of heroic customers 
that subdued the gunman and ended this hate 
attack,” the statement said. Details of how the 
shooting ended have yet to be released by police, 
but Castro said “this was not an officer-involved 
shooting.”This is a developing story and more 
information is awaited. 

53rd International Film 
Festival of India kicks off
53rd Edition of IFFI, Goa, as per an official 
statement.  The doors to great cinema will 
be thrown open for free at Joggers Park in 
Altinho, Ravindra Bhavan in Margao and 
Miramar Beach, informed officials. The In-
dian Panorama, the flagship component 
of the International Film Festival of India 
(IFFI), announced the selection of 25 and 20 
non-feature films. The selected films will be 
showcased at the 53rd IFFI in Goa from No-
vember 20-November 28, 2022. 
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Former bureaucrat Dr 
CV Ananda Bose will 
take oath as the West 

Bengal Governor on Novem-
ber 23 in Kolkata, said officials. 
On November 17, President 
Droupadi Murmu appointed 
Bose as the Governor of West 
Bengal. “The President of In-
dia is pleased to appoint Dr 
C V Ananda Bose as regular 
Governor of West Bengal,” 
read an official statement 
released by the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan on Thursday. 
The post of the state’s con-
stitutional head fell vacant 
after Jagdeep Dhankhar 
was elected the country’s 
Vice President on August 11. 
Later, Manipur Governor 
Ganesan was handed inter-
im charge of the Trinamool 
Congress-ruled Bengal. 
A 1977-batch (retired) Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) 
officer of the Kerala cadre, 
Bose, now 71, last served as an 
administrator in the National 
Museum in Kolkata before su-
perannuating in 2011.

He has also served as the 
Secretary of the Government 
of India and Chief Secretary 
to State governments as well 
as University Vice-Chancellor. 
Earlier while speaking to 

ANI on Friday, the newly ap-
pointed West Bengal governor 
opened up about his life while 
saying that he was looking 
forward to discharging his 
responsibilities as the con-
stitutional head of the state. 
“I consider this as a great op-
portunity for me to know the 
great state firsthand, to inter-
act with the people and be of 
some service to the people 
of West Bengal,” Bose said. 
Bose, who will take over from 
Manipur Governor La Gane-
san, who was handed interim 
charge of the state, said, “I 
don’t see the governor’s post as 
a big position but as an oppor-
tunity to commit my service 

to the welfare of the people.” 
On the ongoing political cli-
mate in West Bengal, with the 
ruling Trinamool Congress 
facing Opposition attacks over 
the alleged teaching recruit-
ment scam and the arrest of 
ministers and strongmen in 
connection with the recruit-
ment scam and the alleged 
cattle smuggling case, the 
newly appointed Governor 
said, “Political situations are 
always fluid. (However) it’s 
not an uphill task to func-
tion within the political sys-
tem now prevailing in West 
Bengal. We have to face the 
political situation when it 
comes. We have to take ap-

propriate action at the appro-
priate time and implement 
it in an effective manner.” 
On incidents of political 
violence in the state, most 
recently after the last As-
sembly elections in 2021, 
Bose said, “that there have 
been more challenging, tur-
moil and violent situations 
in many states in history, and 
India has passed through it”. 
“India is a strong Country and 
the people of India have the 
internal strength to face any 
situation. “We are an evolved 
democracy,” Bose told ANI. 
On his views on the Ben-
gal CM, Bose said, “I see 
Mamta Banerjee as a re-

spected and elected chief 
minister. I certainly have an 
open mind and will work 
with her with objectivity.” 
“If the governor and the 
chief minister keep them-
selves within the confines of 
the Constitution, there will 
be no difficulty,” he added. 
On Mamata’s frequent run-
ins with former governor 
Dhankhar, Bose said, “The 
governor has to be concerned 
with Chief Minister Mamta 
Banerjee and not the politi-
cian Mamta Banerjee. These 
are two different aspects (of 
the relationship between a CM 
and governor).” 

Manipur- the ‘Jewel city of 
India’, one of the eight sisters 
of North East will be the torch 
bearer for the promotion of 
films from North East India 
at the 53rd edition of Interna-
tional Film Festival of India 
(IFFI), as per an official press 
release.

To mark the golden jubilee 
of Manipuri cinema, IFFI 
53-Asia’s oldest film festival - 
will showcase five feature and 
five non-feature films, cu-
rated by Manipur State Film 
Development Society under 
Indian Panorama. Each year 
April 9, has been celebrated 
as the birth of Manipuri cin-

ema since the first Manipuri 
feature film was released on 
April 9, 1972, named ‘Matamgi 
Manipur’, directed by Deb Ku-
mar Bose.

As per an official statement, 
with the screening of the 
opening feature film Ishanaou 
directed by Padmashree 
award-winning director Arib-
am Shyam Sharma, and Ratan 
Thiyam; The Man of Theater 
in the Non-feature film section 
along with other films, the cin-
ema enthusiast will get a taste 
of rich cultural heritage, fierce 
storytelling, dance, music, tra-
ditions and theatres from the 
state of Manipur.

Manipuri film pioneers like 
Aribam Shyam Sharma, Oken 

Amakcham, Nirmala Chanu, 
Borun Thokchom, and Romi 
Meitei among others will 
mark their presence to cele-
brate the 50 years of aesthetic 
brilliance of Manipuri cinema 
during the 53rd Edition of 
IFFI, Goa.

Directed by Aribam Shyam 
Sharma, the film Ishanou re-
volves around a female pro-
tagonist named Tampha, her 
husband and her children. 
Their lives are disrupted by a 
sudden change when Tampha 
leaves her family in search of 
the Maibi Guru whom she 
thinks has chosen her to be 
the matriarchal religious sect 
of Maibis, stated the official 
statement, read the official 

press release.
Directed by S.N. Chand Saja-

ti, Brojendra, a doctor, married 
a girl of his mother’s choice 
but refused to look at her face 
even after marriage. Later, at 
a musical performance, he 
chances upon a beautiful girl 
and exchanges meaningful 
glances with her. He returned 
home guilt-ridden but he was 
surprised to see the same girl 
as his wife.

A poetic gala, the film trans-
ports the meditative locals of 
Loktak Lake-the floating 
Lake of Manipur and the ac-
cidental discovery of a weap-
on, a fisherman experiences 
a new confidence that soon 
leads to violence. Directed by 

Haobam Paban Kumar, as per 
the press release.

The film narrates the story 
of a middle-class family, 
Tonsa, a retired man and his 
three adult children. All are 
votaries of the new and old 
values in society and soon 
drift in different directions in 
their lives. The family seems 
to be destined to disintegrate, 
but then they begin to under-
stand each other better and 
decide to live together hap-
pily thereafter. Directed by 
Deb Kumar Bose.

It reads that directed by 
Oinam Gautam, Yaiphabi 
- the women protagonist of 
Phijigi Mani -sets out on a 
mission to reunite her family. 
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RELIEF TO MAMATA? ‘MODERATE GOVERNOR’  
CV ANANDA BOSE TO TAKE OATH ON 23 NOVEMBER 

CM Basavraj Bommai 

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee New Governor CV Anand Bose 

Congress will disappear 
in BJP’s Tsunami: 
Karnataka CM Bommai

IFFI TO CELEBRATE 50 GLORIOUS YEARS OF MANIPURI CINEMA

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavraj Bommai on Sunday 
attacked Congress for do-
ing nothing for the welfare 
of SC/ST communities and 
said that Congress will “dis-
appear” in the “tsunami” of 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 
“Sonia Gandhi who had won 
from Ballari in Lok Sabha 
election had promised a Rs 
3000 crore package but 
didn’t give three paise. She 
cheated the people of Ballari. 

The voters of Ballari will 
teach a lesson to Congress 
in the coming election. The 
country’s grand old party 
will disappear in the Tsu-
nami of the BJP. The previ-
ous Congress Government 
earmarked Rs 8000 crore 
and Rs 15000 crore but 
never actually did justice,” 
he said. His remarks came 
while addressing a mam-
moth rally organized by 
BJP ST Morcha, CM Bom-
mai also said that they are 
treading the path shown 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi who has united 
the whole country with his 
programs such as Sab Ka 
Saat, Sab Ka Vikas, Sab ka 
Vishwas and Sab Ka Prayas. 
“Through this, PM Modi 
rendered justice to ev-
ery community. The state 
government has taken a 
historic decision to hike 
reservations for SC/ST 
communities,” he added. 
He called the hike in quota 
for Scheduled Caste (SC) 
from 15 per cent to 17 per 
cent and for Scheduled 
Tribe (ST) from 3 per cent to 
7 per cent as a constitutional 
decision which has allowed 
those from the communi-
ties to live with self-respect. 
The Karnataka CM at-
tacked Former Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi 
over her promise of a Rs 
3000 crore package for 
Bellari and said that Con-
gress will  “disappear” 
in the “Tsunami” of BJP. 
CM Bommai attacked the 
Leader of Opposition Sid-

daramaiah and alleged that 
the latter did not do anything 
for alleviating the poverty 
of the SC/ST community. 
“The Congress party ruled 
for over 60 years. It has only 
talked about the welfare of 
SC/ST Communities but 
never alleviated their pov-
erty. They used the commu-
nity only as their vote bank. 
The Congress leaders lie 
about Bharat Jodo Yatra cre-
ating a tsunami by holding 
functions at small venues. 
The BJP government will 
strive hard for making SC/
ST, Backward Classes and 
minorities live with dignity 
and self-respect. Time for 
change has come,” he said. 
The state chief said that nu-
merous schemes had been 
started for the social, eco-
nomic and academic uplift 
of the SC/ST communities 
“The government has given 
grants of Rs 28000 crore 
for the SC/ST communi-
ties. Several schemes of the 
Social Welfare Department 
have been given Rs 6000 
crore. A separate director-
ate has been established for 
the ST community. Former 
CM B S Yediyurappa did 
justice for the Halumatha 
Community, released grants 

for the development of Kag-
inele Kshethra and also 
announced the celebra-
tion of Valmiki Jayanti. 100 
Ambedkar hostels and 50 
Kanakadasa Hostels are also 
being constructed,” he said 
CM Bommai also called Ma-
harishi Valmiki an inspira-
tion and said that the Valmiki 
community must be involved 
in nation-building activities. 
“The Ramayana was penned 
by Maharshi Valmiki and 
that work is considered one 
of the best religious works. 
The community people are 
very brave and they de-
feated the Mughals. Some 
of the brave people of this 
community are Veera Ma-
dakari Nayak, Ekalavya, 
Bedara Kannappa,” he said. 
BJP National President J P 
Nadda, Union Ministers Pr-
alhad Joshi and Bhagwant 
Khuba, Former CM B SYedi-
yurappa, BJP National Gen-
eral Secretary and in-charge 
Arun Singh, another BJP 
General secretary C T Ravi, 
Ministers B Sriramulu, Go-
vind Karjol, Anand Singh, 
Prabhu Chouhan and MLAs 
Somashekar Reddy, Karuna-
kar Reddy, Raju Gowda and 
others were also present for 
the event. 
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PATOLE HITS OUT 
AT KOSHIYARI OVER 
SHIVAJI REMARK
BULDHANA: Senior 
Maharashtra Congress 
leaders on Sunday hit 
out at Governor Bhagat 
Singh Koshyari over 
his statement labelling 
Maratha warrior Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj 
as an ‘old icon’. Con-
gress state president 
Nana Patole said the 
Maharashtra governor 
is known to not only 
speak disrespectfully of 
the Maratha warrior, an 
emotive figure for people 
of the state and a symbol 
of Marathi pride, but 
also of social reformer 
Savitribhai Phule.

9 INMATES ESCAPE 
FROM JAIL IN 
NAGALAND
MON: As many as nine 
inmates of a district 
jail escaped in Naga-
land’s Mon, following 
which a massive search 
operation was launched 
to nab the fled prisoner, 
according to an official 
on Sunday. The incident 
took place on Saturday, 
sub-divisional police 
officer, Apong Yim told 
ANI over the phone. “9 
inmates of Mon district 
jail escaped from the 
jail in the early hours of 
Saturday and a mas-
sive search operation 
is underway,” Apong 
Yim said. According to 
police, out of 9 inmates, 
two are convicted and 7 
are undertrial prisoners. 
They escaped from the 
jail by breaking the iron 
door and handcuff lock 
chain.

3 DEAD AFTER CAR 
COLLIDES WITH 
TRUCK 
BAREILLY: Three people 
died after their car col-
lided with a truck on the 
Nainital-Bareilly High-
way on Sunday. Accord-
ing to Rajkumar Agarwal 
SP Rural Bareilly, three 
persons in a car died 
after the vehicle collided 
with a truck loaded with 
sugarcane in Baheri. One 
person was seriously 
injured in the accident. 

“The injured was admitted 
to the hospital in Bareilly. 
Police reached the in-
formation and sent the 
bodies for post-mortem.” 
Further investigation is 
underway.

UP: 2 ARRESTED 
AFTER ENCOUNTER 
WITH POLICE 
GHAZIABAD: Two 
miscreants opened fire 
on the police while the 
cops were carrying out 
checking in the early 
hours of Sunday. The two 
were then arrested by 
police. The incident took 
place in the Indirapuram 
area of Ghaziabad. 
Following this, Police 
party retaliated and in 
due course one of them 
got injured. Police said 
both men had over half 
a dozen cases of robbery 
and theft against them. 

“During checking a bike 
was stopped in Ghazi-
abad by police personnel 
upon which the rider 
and his accomplice fired 
at them. One of them 
fell while the other was 
injured in retaliatory 
firing. Both had over half 
a dozen cases of robbery 
and theft registered 
against them,” said 
Swatantra Kumar Singh, 
Circle Officer, Indira-
puram.

ALLEGATIONS

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) is launch-
ing a statewide agi-

tation against the Hemant 
Soren government at the 
district level following the 
allegations of corruption, 
party’s state president Deep-
ak Prakash said on Sunday.

The agitation will start 
from Ranchi today and cul-
minate in Dumka. Address-
ing a press conference at the 
party office here, Prakash 
said, “The present Hemant 
government is the most cor-
rupt government. And BJP is 
fighting from the block level 
to the state level. Not only the 
mining department but all 
the departments in the pres-
ent government have a long 
record of corruption. We are 
getting a lot of people’s sup-

port in agitation against the 
corrupt practices of the state 
government. The block-wise 
agitation concluded yester-
day and now a district-level 
agitation will start from to-
morrow.”

Slamming Soren for “pre-
senting himself as a freedom 
fighter” during the ED sum-
mons in the mining case, 
the BJP leader said that it is 
a shame for the state that a 
chief minister is being probed 
by the ED due to alleged cor-
ruption.

“ED summoned and ques-
tioned Hemant Soren. But 
Soren is presenting as if he 
were a freedom fighter or 
Jharkhand fighter. This is a 
shame for the state that an 
officiating Chief Minister has 
been questioned by ED due to 
corrupt practices,” he alleged.

“There is black marketing 
of food grains given to poor 

under food security scheme. 
The power supply in the state 
is the worst. Poor students in 
the state are deprived of sti-
pend,” Prakash alleged.

Earlier, Soren wrote a let-
ter to the assistant director of 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) Deovrat Jha on Thurs-
day and questioned the claim 
of the agency. The CM said it 
was impossible to evade roy-

alty of Rs 1,000 crore in two 
years in Sahibganj.

CM Soren released the let-
ter a few hours before he 
turned up before the zonal 
office of the ED in Ranchi 
for questioning in the illegal 
stone mining case.

Earlier on Thursday night, 
Soren left the ED office after 
nine hours of questioning in 
the illegal mining case.

Soren reached the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) office 
earlier in the day on being 
summoned by the central 
investigation agency. He had 
earlier skipped ED summons 
in the case.

Speaking to reporters, he 
said, “The allegations don’t 
seem plausible. I feel the 
agencies should come to a 
definite conclusion after con-
ducting a detailed investiga-
tion. I am a chief minister but 
feel like someone who fled the 

country from the manner in 
which I have been sum-
moned.” “Such actions cre-
ate uncertainty in the state. 
It could be a conspiracy to 
destabilise the government. 
Our rivals have been conspir-
ing to topple the government 
ever since we came to power,” 
Soren had said.

The central agency sum-
moned the Jharkhand chief 
minister in connection with 
its probe into alleged money 
laundering and illegal mining 
in the state, as well as on the 
alleged contravention of the 
Representation of the People 
Act, 1951. The ED began its 
probe in the case on the ba-
sis of an FIR filed against 
Pankaj Mishra, a political 
representative of CM Soren. 
It subsequently took over the 
investigation into other cases 
related to illegal mining in 
Jharkhand.

BJP TO LAUNCH DISTRICT-LEVEL 
AGITATION AGAINST JHARKHAND GOVT 
TDG NETWORK
RANCHI         

Jharkhand BJP president 
Deepak Prakash

 IN BIHAR

IN MUMBAI

A woman in Bihar’s Katihar 
has filed a complaint in the 
district court alleging that 
she was married to a Mus-
lim man from Dubai who 
pretended to be a Hindu.

She alleged ‘love jihad’ 
claiming that the man she is 
married to was pressuring 
her to convert to his religion. 
According to the woman, 
who was identified as Julie, 
the man who claimed to be 
Raj Singh, was originally 
named Tauquir and lives in 
Dubai. The woman further 
said that they had met on 
the social media platform 
Facebook and got married 
in 2017.

“I told him to take me 
home after marriage, but he 
kept neglecting me. Then, 
one day I came to know 
from his sister that he is 
Tauquir, not Raj Singh. He 

belongs to Supaul and lives 
in Dubai now. His entire 
family is now forcing me to 
become a Muslim. They are 
forcing me to eat beef. I cook 
my food separately,” the 
woman alleged.

She further alleged that 
Tauquir was pressuring 
her to convert and live at his 
place.

“He is threatening that he 
will kill my entire family,” 
Julie alleged.

Woman alleges ‘love 
jihad’ in Katihar, files 
court complaint
TDG NETWORK
KATIHAR   

 RBI REPORT

Karnataka came at the top 
position while comparing the 
total installed capacity of grid-
interactive renewable power 
of all the states of the country. 
The state had a total installed 
capacity of 15,463 megawatts 
(mw), according to an RBI 
publication.

Tamil Nadu, with 15,225 mw, 
came at the second; Gujarat, 
with 13,153 mw, was at third 
position while Maharashtra, 
with 10,267 mw, was at the 
fourth, according to Hand-
book of Statistics on Indian 

States 2021-22, which was the 
seventh edition of its statisti-
cal publication, released by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 
Through this publication, 
the Reserve Bank has been 
disseminating wide-ranging 
data on the regional econo-
mies of India. Data for the 
calculation of state-wise total 
installed capacity of grid inter-
active renewable power had 
been sourced through Energy 
Statistics from the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Im-
plementation and the states’ 
figures of installed capacity 
was till the end of March 2021.
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‘KARNATAKA HAS HIGHEST 
INSTALLED GRID-INTERACTIVE 
RENEWABLE POWER CAPACITY’

FOOTBALL WC FEVER

Amidst the fever of the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 in Qatar grip-
ping football fans across the 
world, people in Kerala are find-
ing different ways to express 
their love for football.

The football fans in the small 
village of Mundakkamugal 
in the Kochi district of Kerala, 
have spent Rupees 23 lakhs to 
celebrate Qatar World Cup by 
buying a property with a house 
in the village. Reportedly, the 
buying of the property has been 
made possible by the joint effort 

of as many as 17 football fans 
from this village. These football 
fans have shared Rs 23 lakhs to 
buy the property.

Notably, they have painted the 
house with colours of Brazil, 
Argentina and Portugal, along 
with portraits of Argentinian 

football star Lionel Messi and 
Portugal football star Cristiano 
Ronaldo. Apart from this, they 
have placed cutouts of several 
other players and teams at the 
property.

Speaking exclusively to ANI 
about their preparations for the 
World Cup, one of the buyers 
Shefeer PA said, “We planned 
to do something special for 
FIFA World Cup 2022. The 17 
of us purchased this house, al-
ready on sale, for Rs 23 lakhs 
and decorated it with flags of the 
FIFA teams. We’ve also planned 
to gather here and watch the 
match on a big-screen TV”.

TDG NETWORK
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FANS BUY HOUSE TO WATCH FIFA MATCHES TOGETHER

 SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday 
handed over the appointment 
letter to 1,354 staff nurses 
selected through the Uttar 
Pradesh Public Service Com-
mission. The CM said that the 
nurses and paramedics make 
a significant contribution to 
operating the state’s health-
care system and expressed 
happiness over 90 per cent of 
the staff nurses being females. 
He urged the paramedics and 
physicians to foster a culture 
of positivity and cooperation 
in the hospitals.

“Even in the most trying cir-
cumstances, you people put in 
a lot of effort. The atmosphere 
in hospitals has greatly im-
proved only because of you 
people. You make even a sick 
person feel better through 
your care,” said the CM.

No one recovers quickly 
from illness solely through 
medication, according to the 
chief minister, who added that 
a patient’s ability to recover 
quickly is greatly aided by the 
environment of the hospital or 
medical college.

He advised all staff nurses 

to bring to their place of em-
ployment everything they had 
learned during their training. 
“A significant obligation has 
been placed on you. To bring 
relief to the people, you must 
work closely with all the med-
ical professionals.”

Highlighting the fact that the 
state government is commit-
ted to providing employment 
to every youth of the state with 
utmost transparency, the CM 
said, “Over the last five years, 
with the inspiration of the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister, more 
than five lakh youths were 
given appointment letters 
through a fair and transpar-
ent process, resulting in the 
state receiving the benefit of 

their talent.” The CM pointed 
out that earlier, Uttar Pradesh 
was considered a ‘BIMARU’ 
state. “Today, I am happy 
that the state is moving fast 
to establish itself as the sec-
ond-largest economy in the 
country. This is the result of 
great teamwork. We can ob-
serve the outcomes when the 
25 crore people of UP speak, 
move, and make decisions as 
a single entity.”

Criticising the previous gov-
ernments for neglecting the 
development of the state, he 
further said, “There has never 
been a scarcity of jobs in the 
state because it is a state with 
endless possibilities, the best 
fertile land, water resources, 
and 90 lakh MSMEs. We al-
ways had potential, but UP 
was not given the attention 
it deserved.” Mentioning the 
hardships faced by the labour-
ers of the state during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic, the CM said, 
“When the workers of UP 
were discriminated against 
during the lockdown, they re-
turned to the state. Their skill 
mapping was done. The dou-
ble engine government’s ef-
forts allowed Uttar Pradesh’s 
workers to find employment 
within their own state.”

UP CM hands over 
appointment letter’s to 
1,354 staff nurses

400 WORKERS DEPLOYED TO 
DISMANTLE 150-YEAR-OLD ROB

Four big cranes and around 
4,00 manual resources 
have been deployed in the 
dismantling process of the 
Carnac Road Over Bridge, 
Mumbai.

A 27-hour-long mega 
block was imposed by the 
Central Railway on the 
line for the dismantling of 
the 150-year-old bridge. 
The 150-year-old bridge is 
located between the Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj Ter-
minus (CSMT) and Masjid 

Bunder on the suburban 
line in Mumbai. “We are 
working according to the 
targeted time. We had start-
ed our work around 11 pm. 
We are trying our level best 
to start the main line traffic 
from 4 pm this evening and 
we will also try to resume 
urban line traffic around 8 
pm in the evening,” Shivaji 
Sutra, CPRO, Central Rail-
ways. “The dismantling 
process of the bridge is go-
ing on according to the plan 
and will follow the set time-
line, keeping mega block in 
view. 

Bihar woman alleges ‘love 
jihad’ in Katihar

RISING INCIDENTS

Madhya Pradesh Home 
Minister Narottam Mishra 
on Sunday said that the state 
government is preparing to 
bring a law to regulate online 
gaming.

“We are going to bring an 
Act in Madhya Pradesh to 
regulate online gaming. The 
draft is ready and will be 
brought to the Cabinet for 
final approval,” Mishra said 
while speaking to report-
ers on Sunday. He said that 
the state government is also 
considering forming a regu-
latory body to control online 
gaming. 

Taking note of rising in-
cidents of children getting 
addicted to online gaming, 
the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment in January this year 
made the announcement 
about bringing a law to regu-
late gaming applications on 

mobile phones.
The announcement was 

made after the alleged suicide 
of an 11-year-old boy while 
playing a game online.

“We will be making amend-
ments in the public gambling 
act and a law to regulate on-
line gaming platforms will 
be introduced soon,” Mishra 
pointed out.

Mishra while comment-
ing on the alleged death of a 
farmer in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Sehore district while stand-
ing in a queue to buy fertilis-
ers, said that the farmer died 

due to cardiac arrest.
“The farmer was already 

given the receipt and he was 
going to get fertilisers when 
he suffered a cardiac ar-
rest. We have also spoken to 
his family on this,” claimed 
Mishra.

Mishra spoke to reporters 
on a series of issues including 
action against terrorists and 
terror organizations.

“The government has ad-
opted a Triple-T formula, and 
curb terror activities with the 
help of three Ts - test, target 
and terminate,” he asserted. 

Law to regulate online gaming 
soon in Madhya Pradesh 
TDG NETWORK
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Madhya Pradesh Home Minister Narottam Mishra 

Dead bodies of a woman and her daughter were found in a pond at 
Devtaha village in Deoria district.

IN UTTAR PRADESH 

Dead bodies of a 27-year-old 
woman and her 7-year-old 
daughter were found in a pond 
at Devtaha village in Deoria 
district.

According to Sankalp Shar-
ma, SP of Deoria, their missing 
complaint was lodged on 17 
November. “

A video has been recovered 
from the victim’s cellphone 
which indicates that this is a 
matter of suicide case. But we 
are still investigating this case 
in a proper manner” he also 
said.

On the other hand, a relative 
of the victim has claimed that 
she used to get tortured by her 
in-laws and there was a rift be-
tween them, for the past few 
days.

“The victim was married in 
2012 and gave birth to a daugh-
ter later. The in-laws used to 
torture the victim a lot and the 
riff was continuously going 
on for quite some days,” said 
Deepak Singh a relative.

“There were many bruises 
on the face of the woman,” fur-
ther stated.

Further investigation is un-
derway. 

MOTHER-DAUGHTER DEAD BODIES 
RECOVERED, COP SUSPECT SUICIDE
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 MULTIPLE CARDIAC ARRESTS

Bengali actor Aindrila Sharma 
passed away on Sunday at the 
age of 24 after suffering mul-
tiple cardiac arrests on Satur-
day night. A cancer survivor, 
who defeated the disease twice 
and returned to showbiz, Ain-
drila breathed her last breath 
at a private hospital in How-
rah. On November 1, the actor 
reportedly suffered a brain 
stroke and was rushed to the 
hospital where she was put on 
ventilator support. Aindrila had 
been awarded the Tele Sam-
man Award in the ‘Outstand-
ing Comeback’ category by the 
West Bengal government this 
year.

Her notable TV serials include 
‘Jhumur’, ‘Mahapeeth Tar-
apeeth’, ‘Jeeban Jyoti’, ‘Jeeban 
Katha’ and ‘Jeonkaathi’, among 
others. She also acted in a few 
films.

As soon as the news of Aindri-
la’s demise broke, her fans were 
left devastated and shared their 
condolences in the comment 
box of her Instagram posts.

One user wrote, “Rest in 
peace. itne kam umar main..”

Another person wrote in 
Bengali, “I don’t know if there is 
such a thing as reincarnation. If 
so, I would like to see you again 
happily, free from disease.”

A third person shared, “Rest 
in peace... Life is unpredictable.” 

BENGALI ACTOR AINDRILA 
SHARMA DIES AFTER 
SUFFERING BRAIN STROKE
TDG NETWORK
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Aindrila Sharma 

Kochi football fans outside the house they bought
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UP CM Yogi Adityanath 



India will officially as-
sume the G-20 Presiden-
cy on 1 December 2022 

and the fact that this is hap-
pening in the year in which 
we are celebrating “Azadi 
ka Amrit Mahotsav”, makes 
it even more special .This 
is not merely a diplomatic 
achievement for India but 
a new responsibility and a 
measure of the world’s trust 
in India. Notion of universal 
brotherhood that is being re-
flected via the G-20 lotus in 
the logo, is a symbol of hope 
in these tough times. “One 
Sun, One World, One Grid”, 
has been India’s clarion call 
for a revolution in the area of 
renewable energy, while the 
global health impetus under 
the “One Earth, One Health” 
campaign, has also put India 
in pole position.” Environ-
ment is a global cause for us 
as well as a personal respon-
sibility. It will be our effort 
that there should be no first 
world or third world, but 
only one world. Our G-20 

mantra is –One Earth, One 
Family, One Future”, said 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at the historic G-20 
meet in Indonesia. 

PM Modi reinforced that 
India’s G-20 presidency will 
be inclusive, ambitious, deci-
sive and action-oriented, not-
ing that the country is taking 
the charge at a time when the 
world is grappling with geo-
political tensions, economic 
slowdown and rising food 
and energy prices. India will 
work jointly with other G-20 
nations toward bridging the 
digital divide. “The principle 
of ‘data for development’ will 
be an integral part of the 
overall theme of our presi-
dency”, Modi reaffirmed.

G-20 is the premier forum 
for international economic 
cooperation representing 
around 85% of the global 
GDP, over 75% of the world-
wide trade and about two-
thirds of the world popula-
tion. The G-20 logo is not 
just any logo but a resolve 
that has been omnipresent 
in our thoughts through 
‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’, 
as in universal brotherhood.

A politically and morally 
bankrupt Opposition des-
perately tried to politicise 
the lotus in the logo, which 
has nothing to do with the 
BJP’s Party symbol. The 
lotus in the G-20 logo sym-
bolises hope in tough times 
and reposes faith in India’s 

ancient heritage, faith and 
thought. The Philosophy of 
Adwait, emphasises the one-
ness of all creatures and this 
philosophy will be a medium 
of resolution of today’s con-
flicts. The lotus themed logo 
therefore, represents many 
key messages from India. 
Also, both the Goddesses of 
knowledge and prosperity 
are seated on a lotus. Prime 
Minister Modi pointed out 
how the lotus in the logo of 
G-20 symbolises both shared 
knowledge and shared 
prosperity which enable us 
to reach the last mile. The 
seven petals of the lotus rep-
resent the seven continents 
and seven universal musical 
notes. When the seven musi-
cal notes come together, they 
create perfect harmony. Like-
wise, G-20 aims to bring the 
world together in harmony, 
while respecting diversity.

Today, there is an unprece-
dented curiosity in the world 
to know and understand In-
dia. Democracy, diversity, 
indigenous approach, inclu-
sive thinking, local lifestyle 
and global thoughts, are 
the defining themes today 
which India’s Presidency of 
the G-20 under PM Modi 
seeks to reinforce. The 
contribution of Ayurveda, 
global enthusiasm for Yoga, 
encouraging millets and 
coarse grains, use of digital 
technology in development, 
inclusion, removal of corrup-
tion, improving ease of doing 
business and ease of living 
and India’s women empow-
erment via financial inclu-
sion through the “Jan Dhan 
Accounts”, can be templates 
for many countries, which 
India will reaffirm under its 
Presidency. 

The world is looking with 
hope towards collective lead-
ership, whether it is G-7, G-77 

or UNGA. In such a situation 
India’s presidency of G-20 
assumes greater signifi-
cance, for all the friends of 
the ‘Global South’ who have 
been India’s co-travellers on 
the path of development for 
decades.

In line with his inherent 
magnanimity, PM Modi 
requested all State govern-
ments as well as all other 
political parties to actively 
take part in the forthcom-
ing G-20 events in India, as 
events will not be limited 
to Delhi or a few places but 
rather, will be held in every 
corner of the country.

Suffice to conclude by 
saying that PM Modi’s for-
eign policy has seen many 
firsts–Modi was the first 
PM to visit Israel in 2017 
in 70 years. Apart from de-
hyphenating India’s foreign 
policy with respect to Israel 
and Palestine, India’s civil 
nuclear agreement with 
Japan signed in December 
2015, signing the Logistics 
Exchange Memorandum of 
Agreement LEMOA with 
the US in August 2016, sign-
ing the Communications 
Compatibility and Security 
Agreement (COMCASA) 
in September 2018, sign-
ing the Basic Exchange and 
Cooperation Agreement for 
Geo-spatial Cooperation 
(BECA)  in October 2020, 
rejuvenating the Quadri-
lateral Security Dialogue 
(QUAD) which had been ly-
ing decadent despite being 
formed in 2007, joining the 
missile technology control 
regime (MTCR) in 2016 and 
forcing China to voluntarily 
disengage in February 2021, 
post the Galwan stand-off, 
are landmark milestones.

In September 2018, the 
first 2+2 ministerial meeting 
with the USA was held in 

New Delhi. The second edi-
tion of the meeting was held 
in Washington DC in 2019. 
Indo-US relations have only 
grown stronger therefrom. 
Interestingly, thanks to PM 
Modi’s innate diplomatic 
skills, India’s relations with 
Russia have also moved from 
strength to strength. Russia 
started the delivery of the 
first regiment of the S-400 
missile systems in Decem-
ber last year while it began 
supplying the second one in 
April this year. In March this 
year, Russia said there will 
be no impact of the western 
sanctions against it on the 
supply of S-400 missile sys-
tems to India. Remember, 
Western countries imposed 
severe sanctions on Russia 
following its military inva-
sion of Ukraine. It was in Oc-
tober 2018 that India signed 
a $5 billion deal with Russia 
to buy five units of the S-400 
air defence missile systems, 
despite a warning from the 
Trump administration that 
going ahead with the con-
tract may invite US sanc-
tions. While India has ab-
stained from the votes at the 
UN platforms in condemn-
ing the Russian aggression, 
PM Modi at the SCO meet in 
September, in Samarkand 
this year, pressed for a dia-
logue between the warring 
nations and called for re-
straint, saying war is never 
a solution. Modi has been 
pressing for the resolution 
of the Ukraine-Russia crisis 
through diplomacy and dia-
logue, repeatedly.

And now, the G-20 Presi-
dency is set to be a water-
shed moment for India as it 
seeks to address and redress 
key global challenges. G-20 
Presidency under PM Modi 
will further enhance foreign 
investments into India, as it 

matches forward en route 
to becoming a global super-
power, after growing at 8.7% 
last year and is slated to be 
the fastest growing economy 
this year too, despite a loom-
ing global recession. In a 
deeply divisive world, torn 
apart by geopolitical con-
flicts, multilateralism, has 
often been threatened. From 
de-carbonisation, fighting 
climate change, boosting in-
digenous technology, to re-
storing stability to a deeply 
divided multipolar world 
order, India has its role cut 
out.G-20 Presidency will be 
a huge boost to India’s image 
on the global stage providing 
it with unprecedented op-
portunities.

When India won the non-
permanent membership of 
the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) in 2020 for 
two years don’t forget India 
won 184 of the 192 valid 
votes cast, in a fabulous en-
dorsement of India’s global 
outreach. PM Modi at that 
time stressed on Five S’s–
Samman (Respect), Samvad 
(Dialogue), Sahyog (Coop-
eration), and Shanti (Peace), 
to create conditions for Sam-
riddhi (Prosperity). “India’s 
overall objective during its 
tenure in the UN Security 
Council will be the achieve-
ment of N.O.R.M.S—New 
Orientation for a Reformed 
Multilateral System”, PM 
Modi has said then. And true 
to his commitment, India 
has been tirelessly working 
towards a post-Covid glob-
al order, based on shared 
values, respect, trust and 
friendships, with the upcom-
ing G-20 Presidency being a 
key pivot, going forward.
Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of the 
BJP and the Bestselling Author 
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

G-20 Presidency: India’s 
ascent under PM Modi
Democracy, diversity, indigenous approach, inclusive thinking, local 
lifestyle and global thoughts, are the defining themes today which 
India’s Presidency of the G-20 under PM Modi seeks to reinforce.

InspIred by others 

Global role

The Delhi police has always been amongst the best 
police forces in the country and has enjoyed a very 
distinguished record except when in 1984 it was un-
able to enforce law and order following the break out 
of the anti-Sikh riots. That shall always remain the 
blackest chapter in the history of this force. However, 
in the present times, it needs to do a lot of innova-
tions in order to ensure the safety of the citizens. For 
instance, the Traffic police is engaged in imposing 
penalties on those who infringe the rules. There is a 
huge fine for passengers in the rear seats not wearing 
seat belts as also for other offences. However, what 
is missing is that before commencing any drive, as 
it used to happen in the past, an education initia-
tive should always be taken to acquaint the citizens 
what could be the consequences of their actions. The 
Traffic police earlier would put out advertisements 
in the newspapers and also distribute pamphlets in 
order to educate the people. Nothing of this nature 
has been happening. Instead, the police appear to be 
more interested in challaning the defaulters. The ac-
cusation which is often made against the cops is that 
they first conceal themselves in places which are not 
visible and then surprise the motorists who infringe 
the law. Many times, when the traffic situation is very 
bad, they are not visible to ease the flow of vehicles. 
The charge is that after the penalties for the traffic 
offences has increased many times, some of the er-
rant policemen strike a bargain with the defaulters 
and allow them to go after collecting one fourth of 
the amount and not putting the matter on record. 
If this is happening, it is the duty of senior officers 
to implement the rules and weed out the cops who 
are indulging in such illegal activities. The question 
is of meticulous supervision. The Traffic police has 
been initiating drives for educating citizens for many 
many years. I can recall that while I was in school, 
a Head Constable would come every Thursday to 
acquaint the students of the dos and don’ts on the 
road. I vividly remember some of the lessons. One 
was that when you cross the road, you should always 
do it a little distance away from a parked vehicle so 
the traffic which is approaching is visible. Secondly 
the pedestrians should walk on the footpath facing 
the oncoming traffic so in case any vehicle strays off 
the road, they can take evasive action. Third was that 
when pedestrians cross the roads at night, they can see 
the oncoming car because of its headlights. However, 
the driver may not be able to spot them till he is a little 
distance away and thus may find it difficult to slow 
down his vehicle if the speed is high. There used to 
traffic parks, one at Punjabi Bagh and other at Baba 
Kharak Singh Marg where children were taught the 
rudiments of traffic movement and the signages. The 
Traffic police can always associate itself with the Au-
tomobile Association of Upper India, (AAUI) a body 
that has been doing very good service in respect of 
road safety. The AAUI has been patronized by top 
functionaries of the Delhi and Union government 
and its president T.K. Malhotra is a very committed 
and resourceful gentleman. The Traffic police should 
always remember that safety is of utmost priority and 
fines and penalties come after that. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Safety Net 

safety should 
remaIn the top 
polIce prIorIty

As new details tumble out 
about the macabre murder 
of 26-year-old Shraddha 
Walker by Aaftab Ameen 
Poonawala, who chopped 
her up into 35 pieces, it seems 
he picked up the dismem-
berment technique from the 
TV show Dexter. Dexter, is 
an American crime drama 
television series in which a 
forensic blood spatter ana-
lyst called Dexter Morgan 
leads a secret parallel life as a 
vigilante serial killer, hunting 
down murderers who have 
not been adequately pun-
ished by the justice system 
due to corruption or legal 
technicalities.

Canadian independent 
filmmaker Mark Andrew 

Twitchell was so inspired 
by Dexter that he created his 
own plot line, which he shot 
as a short film about a vigi-
lante murder. Fortunately, he 
was caught after his first kill-
ing and, in 2011, sentenced to 
life in prison.

A copycat crime is one that 
is modelled after or inspired 
by a previous crime that has 
been reported in the media 
or published in fiction. Few 
copycat crimes are fully rep-
licated. Instead, the imitator 
lifts and copies certain ele-
ments — the modus operan-
di, the setting, the technique 
— of the original crime.

Intense media coverage of 
the Jack the Ripper murders 
in 1912 spawned a multitude 
of similar crimes, and the 
term “copycat effect” came 
into being.

Here, it’s mostly about 
understanding a killer’s 
psychology. It is fascinating 
to see what creates a mon-
ster out of a human being. 
A traumatic childhood, an 
imbalanced response to cer-
tain situations like grief, loss, 
betrayal — what is that one 
trigger that switches off a 

person’s humanity and turns 
him/her into a cold-blooded 
murderer?

Despite thousands of pro-
fessionals studying psy-
chology and trying to deci-
pher how the human mind 
works, there will never be 
a fixed formula for how a 
person reacts to a situation. 
For instance, how do you 
react when you have a fight 
with your partner? Perhaps 
they wanted to take the rela-
tionship a step forward, but 
you didn’t. You could end 
the relationship and either 
stay in touch to ease the pain 
or completely cut off from 
them. You could also have a 
discussion and see if both of 
you could meet midway and 
move at a slower pace to meet 
each other’s expectations.

The steady drip feed 
of news about  Shraddha 
Walkar’s murder by Aaf-
tab Ameen Poonawala, after 
initial shock and horror, is 
veering towards analysis. 
The questions now are why 
he did what he did. Why 
was she murdered? Well, 
possible motives for murder 
are profit, revenge, jealousy, 

to conceal a crime, to avoid 
humiliation & disgrace or 
plain, old homicidal mania. 
Right there in the manual. It 
is a general perception from 
psychiatrists that “most 
criminals are psychopaths”.

Poonawala allegedly looked 
at Walkar’s head in the fridge 
every day and used dating 
apps after the killing. Dr 
Anil Kumar, who stitched the 
wound on his forearm right 
after he murdered Walkar on 
May 18, remembered him as 
“arrogant, hyper, aggressive 
and confident”. The over-
riding shock though is his 
“confidence and coolness” 
even after being caught.

Take the case of Jeffrey 
Dahmer. He started killing 
in 1978, just 18 years old, and 
wasn’t arrested for murder 
until 1991, after a would-be 
victim escaped and led po-
lice back to Dahmer’s Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, home. 
Photos of mutilated bodies 
and body parts strewn across 
the apartment were seen. He 
even had a vat of acid he used 
to dispose of victims. In all, 
Dahmer killed 17 people, 
mostly young men of color. 

He served time in prison 
twice — the first time for mo-
lestation and the second time 
for murder — and was killed 
by a fellow inmate in 1994.

A construction worker, 
John Wayne Gacy, was in-
volved in politics and even 
acted as a clown for birth-
day parties. Gacy came un-
der suspicion in 1978 when 
a 15-year-old boy, last seen 
with him, went missing. 
Soon after, a search warrant 
granted police access to the 
Gacy home. They found 30 
bodies buried in a four-foot 
crawl space under his home. 
He was convicted of 33 
counts of murder, with ad-
ditional counts of rape and 
torture. He was executed by 
lethal injection in 1994.

Twelve years before Shrad-
dha Walkar’s murder shook 
the country, Dehradun lived 
its own nightmare with the 
Anupama Gulati killing, in 
which her husband sawed 
her body into 72 pieces and 
froze them, before dump-
ing them over several days. 
The two horrific murders 
have several aspects in com-
mon.  It is believed that they 

not only reveal the brutal-
ity of the killers but also the 
fact that the murders were 
premeditated, and not com-
mitted in a fit of rage. Such 
murders do not happen out 
of the blue. Signals begin to 
manifest in the form of quar-
rels and acts of domestic vio-
lence. The killers in both the 
cases did not just use a saw to 
chop the body but also used 
a fridge or a deep freezer to 
hide the pieces and the foul 
smell.

Just as Walkar’s killer Aaf-
tab Poonawala kept going to 
the forest area of Chhatarpur 
after midnight to dispose the 
body parts, Anupama Gu-
lati’s husband Rajesh Gulati 
went to the Mussoorie diver-
sion on Rajpur Road for days 
to dump them in a drain. In 
both cases, the killers were 
clever enough to not let any 
of their neighbours get a 
wind of the gruesome crime 
for months. Anupama Gula-
ti’s husband misled her fam-
ily and friends by sending 
them messages from her mail 
ID. Poonawala kept updating 
Shraddha Walkar’s social 
media status for weeks. 

At a webinar on the “Role 
of personality traits in serial 
killing” organised by the 
Kozhikode-based Institute 
of Mental Health and Neuro-
science (IMHNS) on 16 No-
vember 2022, they analysed 
the cause of murder and the 
psychological state of the kill-
er. Addressing the webinar, 
Disaster Mental Health Ex-
pert and Advisor to National 
Mental Health Programme, 
Naresh Purohit on Wednes-
day said this crime, as of 
now, shows that the accused 
must’ve killed his girlfriend 
in a fit of rage without think-
ing of the repercussions. And 
the cutting of the body for 
disposal must’ve come as a 
survival instinct to cover his 
tracks and avoid an arrest, 
Purohit added explaining 
the chopping into 35 pieces, 
which Aaftab tried dispos-
ing of at different locations 
in and around the national 
capital. He categorically 
said personality traits play 
a bigger role in serial killing. 
Accused must’ve done what 
he did in the moment of rage 
due to pent up furry against 
his girlfriend.

When psychopaths watch 
a movie or a web series, their 
first choice is to see some 
violence in them and learn 
new methods of crime. So 
that they can execute any 
crime very well. It is wor-
rying that a person does 
not even know that he is 
suffering from this disease.  
Mental health profession-
als take a larger look at this 
man, who seemed urbane 
and urban as they try to get 
into the mind of a killer, who 
even now, as cops said, “ he is 
remorseless; slept well in the 
lock up and ate fine, at least 
3/4 chapatis.”

It’s a scary trend that de-
sensitises people towards 
human life. Instead of glori-
fying serial killers and turn-
ing them into Halloween cos-
tumes, we should treat them 
as examples of what not to 
do and how not to deal with 
emotional traumas of our 
own, if we wish to stay away 
from the world of crime and 
murder.
Dr S Krishnan is an Associate 
Professor in Seedling School of 
Law and Governance, Jaipur 
National University, Jaipur. 

When movie monsters inspire real-life ones: Case of Shraddha murder
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Sanju Verma 
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The Supreme Court 
in the case Naresh 
Kumar Agarwal vs 

Villivalam Raghavchari 
Sridhar observed and has 
directed a Trial Court in 
Kolkata to complete trial 
in a criminal case arising 
out of an FIR that was be-
ing registered three decades 
ago.

In the present case, an FIR 
was registered in the year 
1990 against the accused 
in a cheating case under 
Section 120B, Section 419, 
Section 420, Section 467, 
Section 468, Section 471, 
Section 477A of the Indian 
Penal Code, 1860. A dis-
charged application was 
filled by the accused before 
the Trial Court which was 
dismissed. He approached 
the Calcutta High Court, 
against this, which upheld 
the said order.

The Apex Court bench 
comprising of Justice San-
jay Kishan Kaul and Justice 
S. Oka observed that some 
considerations must be not-
ed that the FIR was being 
registered in the year 1990 
and 32 years hence the trial 
is not complete, the court 
observed while dismissing 

the Special Leave Petition 
filed by the accused against 
the order of the High Court.

Thereafter, it has been 
directed by the bench that 
the Trial Court to proceed 
with the trial on almost day 
to day basis and ensure that 
the trial is completed within 
a maximum period of six 
months.

It was observed that last 
year the headed by Justice 
Kaul observed and has di-
rected a Court in Pune to 
expedite the trial of a parti-
tion suit which is pending 
for 26 years. Further, the 
bench stated that we can 
hardly envisage a situation 
where for 26 years, suit is 
pending at the first stage, 

and the court has to decide 
the appeal and thereafter, 
the second appeals which 
would arise.

The Supreme Court in last 
year had come down heav-
ily on a trial court for its fail-
ure to frame charges due to 
78 adjournments irrespec-
tive of taking cognizance 
almost seven years back.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: DIRECTED 
KOLKATA COURT TO COMPLETE 
TRIAL WITHIN 6 MONTHS: FIR 
REGISTERED IN 1990; TRIAL NOT 
COMPLETE AFTER THREE DECADES
TDG NETWORK 

The Telangana High Court 
restrained the Special In-
vestigation Team from ar-
resting BL Santhosh, BJP’s 
national general secretary 
in relation with the alleged 
TRS MLAs poaching case. 
The directions have been 
passed by the courts while 
taking note of the fact that 
a notice of appearance un-
der Section 41A of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure has 
been served on BL San-
thosh.

Further, it has been di-
rected by the court that 
Santhosh should appear 
before the Telangana Po-
lice SIT, wherein comply-
ing with the Section 41A 
notice which was issued on 
November 16.

The bench comprising of 
Justice B. Vijaysen Reddy 
observed and has passed 
an interim order on an ap-
plication filed by the BJP, 
wherein seeking to stay the 
notice issued under Section 
41A of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, as per which 
Santhosh was required to 
appear before the SIT on 
November 21 in connection 
with the investigation in the 
case 

In its order it was stated 
that the notice was issued 
by SIT under Section 41A 
CrPC, Santhosh, i.e., the no-
ticee shall not be arrested un-
til further orders. Thus, the 
noticee shall comply with 

the conditions imposed by 
the SIT under Section 41A 
notice dated 16.11.2022 and 
the noticee shall co-operate 
with the SIT authorities as 
directed under the notice.

Further, the court stated 
that Santhosh need not 
have any apprehension of 
arrest because when a notice 
under Section 41A is issued 
and the arrest of the person 
is not required.

The State BJP in its in-
terim application which is 
represented by its general 
secretary Gujjula Premen-
dar Reddy, contended that 
the SIT was dragging high 

party functionaries into the 
case and was issuing notices 
to unconnected persons. V 
Chitambaresh, Senior Ad-
vocate appearing for the BJP, 
argued that the SIT should 
have taken permission from 
the division bench, which is 
monitoring the investigation, 
before issuing the Section 
41A notice. It was also con-
tended by him that Section 
41A notice is issued to an 
accused, and if the SIT was 
fair in its investigation, then 
it would have issued notice 
under Section 160 CrPC (the 
notice to witness).

Accordingly, the court list-

ed the matter for next hear-
ing on November 2.

Last Week, the appeal 
made by the BJP has been re-
jected by the division bench 
of the High Court, wherein 
seeking to transfer the probe 
to CBI, Thus, while allowing 
the SIT for continuing with 
the probe under the moni-
toring of the High Court. 
However, it has been direct-
ed by the High Court that it 
should not report to any po-
litical or executive authority. 
It has also been prohibited 
by the SIT from leaking the 
materials collected during 
the investigation.

IN COURT

Telangana High Court: Bars Arrest Of 
BJP Leader BL Santhosh, Asking Him 
To Appear Before SIT & Cooperate With 
Investigation; TRS MLAs Poaching Case
TDG NETWORK 

The National Company Law Appellate Tri-
bunal (“NCLAT”) in the case Sudhanshu 
Tripathi v M/s RBCL Projects Pvt. Ltd., the 
Principal Bench comprising of  the Chair-
person, Justice Ashok Bhushan, the Judicial 
Member, Dr. Alok Srivastava and the Tech-
nical Member, Shri Barun Mitra, while adju-
dicating an appeal observed and has stayed 
the initiation of Corporate Insolvency Reso-
lution Process (“CIRP”) against BPTP Ltd. 
by the Adjudicating Authority, as Parties in 
the case have entered settlement.
Facts of the Case:
The Corporate Debtor, M/s BPTP Ltd is a 
company engaged in real estate sector in 
Northern India with several successful resi-
dential and commercial projects at Gurgaon, 
Faridabad and NOIDA. Thus, work order 
has been given by the Corporate Debtor to 
the Operational Creditor/Respondent, M/s 
RBCL Projects Pvt. Ltd for construction of 
Group Housing Projects situated at Farid-
abad. However, the Corporate Debtor failed 
to pay the outstanding invoices of the Op-
erational Creditor which are arising out of 
final bills.
A demand notice dated 02.04.2019 has been 
issued by the Operational Creditor to the 
Corporate Debtor under Section 8 of Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (“IBC”), 

to which no reply has been received. Con-
sequently, on 09.02.2021, the operational 
creditor had also invoked the arbitration.
A petition under Section 9 of IBC has been 
filled by the Operational Creditor, wherein 
seeking initiation of Corporate Insolvency 
Resolution Process (“CIRP”) against the 
Corporate Debtor. It has been observed by 
the Adjudicating Authority that the Opera-
tional Creditor has established default on 
the part of Corporate Debtor in payment of 
operational debt. However, on 14.11.2022 the 
Section 9 Petition was admitted and CIRP 
was initiated against the Corporate Debtor. 
Therefore, Mr. Rakesh Kumar Gupta was 
being appointed as the Interim Resolution 
Professional (IRP).
An appeal was filled by the Corporate Debtor 
through Appellant, Mr. Sudhanshu Tripathi 
before the NCLAT against the Order dated 
14.11.2022, wherein contending that the Par-
ties have entered settlement on 15.11.2022.
NCLAT Decision:
It has been observed by the NCLAT bench 
that the Parties have entered settlement and 
the Operational Creditor also made a state-
ment that it has already received the amount 
under the Settlement. Thus, an order dated 
14.11.2022 has been stayed by the bench and 
accordingly the CIRP has also been stayed. 
The court listed the matter for next hearing 
on 23.11.2022.

IN COURT

NCLAT DELHI: STAYED INSOLVENCY 
PROCESS AGAINST BPTP LTD., AS 
PARTIES ENTER SETTLEMENT

TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi High Court in the case 
Vikram Bhatnagar Versus ACIT ob-
served and has quashed the assess-
ment order which is being passed 
against the dead person without 
bringing on record all his legal rep-
resentatives is void.

The division bench comprising 
of Justice Manmohan and Justice 
Manmeet Pritam Singh Arora has 
observed and has stated that his 
legal heirs duly communicated the 
death of the assessee. Also, it has 
been duly disclosed by the ITR that 
it was filed by the legal representa-
tive. Thus, due to a lack of knowl-
edge of the facts of the case on the 
record, the scrutiny proceedings 

were wrongfully conducted in the 
name of the deceased assessee with-
out bringing all of his legal heirs to 
the record as required by the law.

In the present case, the petitioner, 
the Late Virendra Kumar Bhatnagar 
is the son of the deceased assessee, , 
who died on 10.03.2018.

It has been stated by the petitioner 
that upon the demise of the assess-
ee, an e-application has been filled 
by him wherein seeking registra-
tion as a legal representative of the 
deceased assessee in the records as 
stated of the Income Tax Depart-
ment. The court accepted the said 
application and has allowed the 
petitioner to use the deceased as-
sessee’s account on the E-portal to 
make necessary filings on behalf of 

the deceased assessee as the regis-
tered legal representative.

The income tax return (ITR) has 
been filled by the petitioner of the 
deceased assessee for AY 2018–
2019 in his capacity as a legal repre-
sentative. It was duly verified in the 
ITR and was declared that the peti-
tioner filled the ITR in his capacity 
as a representative of the deceased 
assessee.

The Assessing officer issued a 
statutory notice under Section 
143(2) for the assessment year for 
limited scrutiny. In the name of the 
deceased assessee the notice was is-
sued. Therefore, the AO concluded 
the aforesaid assessment proceed-
ings and has passed the consequen-
tial assessment order in the name of 

the deceased assessee, bearing his 
PAN, and assessing the total income.

Further, it has been contended by 
the petitioner that the notice suf-
fered from a fundamental jurisdic-
tional error as it was issued in the 
name of a dead person and the scru-
tiny proceedings were proposed in 
the case of a deceased person. More-
over, the notice mentioned the name 
of the legal heirs nor the PAN num-
ber of the legal heirs and at the time 
of issuing notice no steps were taken 
by AO to bring on record all of the 
deceased assessee’s legal heirs.

Accordingly, the petition was al-
lowed by the court and the court has 
quashed the assessment order along 
with all consequential proceedings 
and notices.

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: Assessment Order 
Passed Against The Dead Person 
Without Bringing On Record Legal 
Heirs Is Void
TDG NETWORK 
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Arrival of digital curren-
cies:  From Cryptocurrency 
to CBDC

During the budget 
speech, the intro-
duction of CBDC 

(Central Bank Digital Cur-
rencies) by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Seetharaman, kindled a 
spark of technology in the 
Indian finance sector. It 
was announced that the 
RBI would launch “digital 
Banknotes” in the upcoming 
fiscal year. This introduction 
of Digital currency is akin to 
a warm welcome of Fintech 
in India, which shows the 
forthcoming developments 
in the digital landscape. 
The boom of cryptocur-
rency from 2017 to 2019, has 
opened doors for medium of 
exchange and investment of 
assets in the virtual platform. 
With high demand and lim-
ited supply, cryptocurrency 
soon became a profitable as-
set and the prices of crypto-
currency and crypto-based 
assets were sky rocketing. In 
lieu of profits, many people 
from different countries 
traded in cryptocurrencies, 
despite the losses incurred 
by them due to the high vola-
tility and unpredictability in 

crypto market.
About 100 nations are 

investigating CBDC, and 
some have actually imple-
mented it, according to the 
IMF. The Bahamas was the 
first country to introduce its 
central bank digital currency, 
Sand Dollar. Nigerian cen-
tral bank has also launched 
its Central Bank  Digital 
Currency named eNaira in 
Nigeria in 2020. However,  
the Government of India 
is analysing the situation 
very meticulously , so as to 
implement the same in our 
country without any hassle 
and deleterious impact on 
the users.

The same year also saw, 
China became the first 
major economy to test the 
e-CNY digital money, popu-
larly known as ‘digital yuan’. 
Several nations have started 
testing the digital money, 
including Korea, Sweden, 
Jamaica, and Ukraine, and 
many more may do so soon. 
The Federal Reserve Board 
and the European Central 
Bank are taking the CBDC 
issue seriously. Likewise in 
Many countries like Egypt, 
Bolivia, Turkey and Indone-
sia; central banks have put 
an outright ban on crypto-

currency. 
Any currency, whether 

it be physical (paper) or 
digital, should have a sov-
ereign control over its form 
and quantities, as this will 
ultimately affect the mac-
roeconomic fundamentals 
and how monetary policy 
is conducted. Private money 
can be as good as credit, and 
it shouldn’t be confused with 
the legal cash that central 
banks acting on behalf of 
the government issue.

In order to provide more 
dependable digital curren-
cies that may function as le-
gal currency, many nations 
have decided to establish 
their own CBDC, which 
has led to the displacement 
of private digital currencies.

Despite the fact that CBDC 
is built on a cryptocurrency 
architecture, its regulatory 
character will provide it a 
fresh perspective. Crypto-
currency is a highly volatile 
type of investment that is en-
crypted and unpredictable 
thanks to a decentralised 
public ledger. In contrast, a 
digital currency will be fiat 
money that is controlled by 
a nation’s central bank, ac-
cepted everywhere, and has 
a steady value. The sender, 
receiver, and bank will still 
have access to the transac-
tion information, which is 
secured by a password.

Could CBDC qualify as 
“electronic money” if it is digi-
tal? The solution will rely 
on conditions unique to the 
relevant jurisdiction. Having 
stated that, the definition of 
electronic money as a claim 

on the issuer that is issued 
upon receipt of funds for 
the purpose of performing 
payment transactions and 
is recognised by natural or 
legal persons other than the 
issuer is that it is monetary 
value that has been stored 
electronically. The majority 
of countries do not recognise 
electronic money as legal 
currency. For instance, in 
UK and Singapore, central 
banks have warned citi-
zens to use cryptocurrency 
at their own risk.  In these 
countries, it is issued by elec-
tronic finance institutions 
that are authorised to offer 
particular payment services 
at par upon receipt of funds 
(and the monetary value 
may be redeemed at par). 
Its regulatory framework 
primarily consists of regula-
tions governing the licencing 
of institutions that deal with 
electronic money, the initial 
capital and own funds they 
are required to have, gen-
eral prudential regulations, 
oversight, and regulations 
protecting funds received 
in exchange for electronic 
money. 

Indian Perspective on Digi-
tal Currencies: Legal analy-
sis of CBDC

In India, Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has made a clear 
view that with respect to 
digital assets including cryp-
tocurrency, the transactions 
should be prohibited. RBI in 
its annual report, has even 
stated that cryptocurrencies 
pose a “a real danger”. 

In the Monsoon session of 
the Parliament, Finance Min-

ister said, “RBI mentioned 
that cryptocurrencies are 
not a currency because every 
modern currency needs to be 
issued by the Central Bank 
/ Government. Further, the 
value of fiat currencies is 
anchored by monetary pol-
icy and their status as legal 
tender, however the value of 
cryptocurrencies rests solely 
on the speculations and ex-
pectations of high returns 
that are not well anchored, 
so it will have a de-stabilizing 
effect on the monetary and 
fiscal stability of a country,” 
report not only points out 
the problems based on digital 
assets but also questions its 
usage and fundamentals. As 
per the foreword of the 25th 
Financial Stability Report 
(FSR), increase in digitiza-
tion, is accompanied by the 
growth of cybersecurity risks.   

The idea of digital curren-
cy could be a crucial step in 
abolishing the use of paper 
money and quickly transi-
tioning to a paperless soci-
ety. In India, the informal or 
shadow economy is thought 
to be 53% of the total econ-
omy. It makes it challenging 
to manage illicit and under-
reported activities as well as 
account for economic activity. 
So, one method to formalise 
the Indian economy and 
make it transparent and 
effective is to switch from 
paper currency to CBDC. It 
may also result in a decrease 
of crime rate in India.

CBDC can offer a simple 
way to expedite the devel-
opment of a secure domestic 
settlement and payment sys-

tem that partially replaces pa-
per money. Subject to specific 
country-level design compat-
ibility, interoperability, and 
legal permissibility, it could 
also be used for cross-border 
payments.

In India, switching to 
digital payments by using 
UPI during COVID-19 was 
encouraged not only for hy-
gienic concerns but also for 
the speed with which digi-
tal payment systems enable 
a transaction to take place. 
Although, there are several 
services offered by finan-
cial institutions and other 
service providers that allow 
for speedy account transfers, 
payments must still be made 
by moving money from one 
account to another, which 
might cause delays. This 
process is complicated by 
the need to reconcile the 
ledgers between banks and 
the central bank, which is 
another problem. However, 
these problems will be solved 
by CBDC’s usage of ledger 
technology.

The cost and expenses asso-
ciated with paper money con-
sume a significant portion of 
the RBI’s books of accounts. 
Damaged money raises the 
expense of managing and 
processing currencies for the 
RBI. It could be decreased 
with the usage of controlled 
digital currency.

Since currency in India has 
only ever been legal tender in 
physical form, the RBI Act, 
1934, would need to be signif-
icantly changed if this were to 
actually occur in the near fu-
ture (whether through bank 

notes, coins, postal orders, 
cheques, draughts and the 
like). Currently, the Act is ill-
equipped to deal with entirely 
digital or virtual currency.  
For instance, Sections 22, 24, 
25 and 26 of the RBI Act deal 
with the RBI’s power and 
ability to issue bank notes 
and set forth their criteria in 
this regard. These provisions 
are inadequate to manage 
CBDC specifications, issu-
ance, or regulation in their 
current state. It’s noteworthy 
to observe that the Coinage 
Act, 2011 and the Act barely 
overlap (through which the 
Central government covers 
coins as legal tender). It only 
applies to the degree that it 
must provide various means 
of payment, which is limited 
by Section 39 to the issuance 
of coins in place of bank notes 
and vice versa. This clause 
does not use wording that is 
neutral to CBDC.

Bank notes are issued by 
the Issue Department of the 
RBI (Section 23), and Sec-
tion 33 of the Act has specific 
guidelines on the types of as-
sets that department is per-
mitted to retain. It is unclear 
if the Issue Agency will be up-
dated and given the authority 
to issue CBDC as well as hold 
it as an asset, or if a new de-
partment will be established. 
In this regard, the Act would 
also need to be modified.

It makes the sense that the 
RBI is still debating and de-
ciding (in limbo) whether to 
deploy CBDC in the whole-
sale, retail, or combined di-
visions. But it would need 
to take into account how the 

CBDC would affect sched-
uled banks’ commitments 
to keep cash reserves with 
the RBI (Section 42).

In both of the aforemen-
tioned situations, CBDC 
value stability would be 
crucial since without it, the 
aforementioned provisions 
might be seriously hindered. 
It could be worthwhile to in-
vestigate whether the Act 
also needs to include mea-
sures regarding the effects 
of excessive fluctuations.

The Act needs to be thor-
oughly examined to ensure 
CBDC compatibility. Given 
how inefficient virtual cur-
rencies have been thus far 
in terms of energy use, the 
RBI would also need to take 
into account more practical 
factors like the infrastruc-
ture needed to control, store, 
and maintain CBDC. In this 
context, there are dangers 
associated with using private 
party infrastructure through 
tenders or subcontracts. One 
hopes that the RBI creates a 
thorough road map for the 
revolutionary change that 
CBDC signifies.

Additionally, the CBDC 
might reduce costs and real-
locate real-time payment to 
bridging global disparities. 
By removing middlemen and 
lowering transaction costs, it 
would be easier for Indian 
imports to make payments 
to other nations exported in 
their digital currency. Time 
zone differences would not 
affect the exchange of cur-
rencies.

Full report can be read on 
the website.

ANALYSIS

INTRODUCTION TO CBDC: IS FUTURE OF MONETARY 
POLICY, LOOMED BY CONCERNS OF CYBER SECURITY?

analysis
SHIVKANT SHARMA  &

ANUPRIYA DASILA 

With the Supreme Court’s 
recent vigilance in the 
Registry (administrative 
wing), and appointment of 
Chandrachud J. as the CJI, 
a popular narrative, led by 
the Union Law Minister, has 
yet again started to crop up 
that since the Parliament is 
considered to be a continu-
ous and unbroken symbol 
of the ‘will of the people,’ the 
constitutional courts should 
refrain from interfering in 
the parliamentary func-
tions, on account of averting 
the ‘usurpation of legislative 
power.’ 
Positioning the ‘Will of the 
People’

The question, however, re-
mains whether the ‘will of 
the people’ represented by 
the Parliament exists – as 
magnetic field lines – in the 
form of a continuous curve, 
thereby unbroken; or, as 
a combination of infinite 
points on a plane, that is, a 
line that can be broken at 
any point? If the former, the 
hypothesis that the Parlia-
ment is a symbol of the con-
tinuous ‘will of the people’ 
holds its merit and limits 
the role of a writ court, con-
sequently, de facto unques-
tionable in its functions; if 
the latter, the ‘will of the 
people’ becomes question-
able by the Court at any spe-
cific point where it breaks. A 
preliminary reading of the 
Indian Constitution book 
shall demonstrate that it 

suggests the latter. 
Before we get into the so-

lution of this puzzle, it must 
be borne in mind that the 
solution being proposed, of 
course with proofs, is not 
pedantically neutral but 
intended to make a point – 
that the parliamentary func-
tion, although a reflection of 
the people’s will, is subject 
to the Court’s scrutiny, for 
in a constitutional republic 
the people’s will – collective 
or individual – is subject to 
constitutional norms. The 
method of inductive logic 
may help in determining 
the correct position of the 

‘will of the people.’
Individual vs Collective 

‘Will’
Consider the will an indi-

vidual. Can it be, in a consti-
tutional republic governed 
by the rule of law, free from 
all restraints? Article 21 of 
the Indian Constitution 
would answer in nega-
tive. The notion of denial 
of an individual’s will is in-
grained in the Constitution, 
for it might be coerced or il-
legitimate at any time ‘t’ and 
space ‘s,’ subject only to the 
condition that it be as per the 
law. That is, the ‘will’ of an 
individual is not allowed to 
transcend the demarcation 
of a legal boundary. Need-
less to say, the demarcation 
be subject to the letter and 
spirit of the constitutional 
provisions. The affirmation 
of this statement, then, leads 

us to the next question. 
As seen, an individual’s 

‘will’ is contingent upon con-
stitutional norms, accord-
ingly, subject to the Court’s 
interference. For example, 
a person is not permitted to 
murder citing her ‘free will.’ 
Then, can the collective ‘will 
of the people’ represented 
by the Parliament be unfet-
tered, therefore unquestion-
able? The method of induc-
tive logic of inference would 
say ‘no.’ Naturally, if an in-
dividual’s will is subject to 
the rule of law, and need not 
be coerced or illegitimate, a 
colour of ‘collective’ could 
not be allowed to evade that 
threshold. Else, an alter-
nate translation of this rule 
would turn out to be ‘if you 
strive to do something ille-
gitimate, mobilise!’

Giving Constitutional Si-
lence A Voice

Even assuming whilst de-
nying (a courtroom phrase), 
to critically test the infer-
ence of premise without 
admitting, that the above 
inductive logic does not 
hold water; there are both 
implicit and explicit con-
stitutional provisions that 
affirm the proposition that 
the ‘will of the people’ is not 
perpetual, consequently, it 
could be questioned. Firstly, 
the constitutional set-up, 
and the Constitution itself, 
which serves as an edifice 
for all democratic institu-
tions functioning in India 
by demarcating, thereby 
limiting, their powers pre-
sume the fact that the ‘will 
of the people’ vested in the 
Parliament is not continu-

ous, therefore, questionable 
by the Court. One may, un-
der the guise of the role of 
a grammarian, snark: ‘On 
which page of the Constitu-
tion it may be found?’

When posed with a simi-
lar question of implied or 
presumed term in a contract, 
Lord Justice MacKinnon 
painted the picture of a fic-
titious character – ‘the offi-
cious by-stander’ in Shirlaw 
v Southern Foundries. To 
rephrase his description in 
our context, prima facie, if 
any constitutional provision 
is left to be implied and need 
not be expressed, is some-
thing so obvious that it goes 
without saying; so that, sup-
pose, while the members of 
the constituent assembly 
were making their bargain 
in the assembly among 

themselves, an officious 
bystander were to suggest 
some express provision for 
it in the Constitution book, 
they would testily suppress 
him with a common ‘Oh, of 
course!’

This is precisely the test for 
implied provisions. In the 
shadow of a written Con-
stitution and its ideals such 
as separation of powers, 
checks and balance, and in-
dependent judiciary, if any 
bystander were to suggest 
the explicit addition for ju-
dicial review of parliamen-
tary functions to the consti-
tution-makers, the framers 
would have had no reply but 
to say ‘Oh, of course!’
Effectuating the Silences 
with Written Words

Secondly, the prior pres-
ence of cure for the malady 

of irregular or sporadic na-
ture of the ‘will of the people’ 
vested in the Parliament, 
that is, when the mandate 
gets illegitimate or coerced, 
at any point of the line, by 
the route of explicit provi-
sions, such as the measure 
of protection under the 
Article 13(2) of the Indian 
Constitution, anti-defection 
laws, and the bicameralism 
to keep a check on majori-
tarian sway, among others, 
prove that the ‘will of the 
people,’ although a Gord-
ian knot, can be ironically 
broken at any point. The 
specific point at which the 
so-called ‘will of the people’ 
gets dislodged, an inevi-
table green pass reaches to 
the door of a constitutional 
Court, to intervene and 
restore the sanctity and le-

gitimacy of the people’s will. 
The equivalence, therefore, 
of the Parliament with that 
of people’s will is not an 
axiom to consider, or ‘given’ 
in mathematical terms, but 
a paradox to argue. 

In criticism, a cliché ques-
tion is thus asked whether 
the ‘will of the people’ vest-
ed in the Parliament be re-
placed by the courts? This 
outlook, however, over-
looks the basic fact that the 
Constitution itself entrusts 
the power of judicial review 
to the courts, envisioning 
an idea of constitutional 
supremacy and not that of 
a court or Parliament. Still, 
when the court tries to stand 
up against the tempest of the 
Parliament, a charge sheet 
is filed against the former 
under the heading ‘usurpa-
tion of legislative function,’ 
whereas what it simply does 
is state the law – a classic 
case of attacking the straw 
man. 

Without any prejudice, 
even assuming, if Felix 
Frankfurter’s advice to Prez 
Roosevelt that “[p]eople 
have been taught to believe 
that when the Supreme 
Court speaks it is not they 
who speak but the Consti-
tution, whereas, of course, 
in so many vital cases, it is 
they who speak and not the 
Constitution,” holds any 
merit. The caution of Lord 
Denning, given elsewhere, 
that “[s]ome one must be 
trusted. Let it be the judges,” 
comes as an existential con-
dition for the survival of a 
constitutional republic with 
a written Constitution and 
independent judiciary. 

The author is reading law at 
the School of Law, Narsee Mon-
jee Institute of Management 
Studies (NMIMS), Mumbai.]
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TOP OF THE DAY

PTI WORKERS 
GATHER NEAR 
ISLAMABAD FOR 
LONG MARCH
ISLAMABAD:As soon 
as the administration 
in Islamabad issued a 
no-objection certificate 
for holding a gather-
ing, hoards of Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf work-
ers started gathering 
to hear the address of 
their party chief Imran 
Khan via video in what is 
considered to be a show 
of power from the PTI, 
the Dawn reported. PTI 
workers in huge numbers 
have reached Koral 
Chowk. Another rally led 
by PTI leader Ali Nawaz 
Awan and Raja Khur-
ram has reached Rawat 
town in Pakistan to join 
the ongoing long march 
that has been on the road 
since October 28.

PASHTUN TRIBES 
CONTINUE TO 
FACE THE IRE 
OF PAKISTANI 
FORCES
KABUL : Afghan-Pak bor-
der tribes continue to face 
the ire of Pakistani forces 
as the latter’s insistence 
to stamp its own view on 
the border dispute with 
the neighbouring country, 
which continues to claim 
innocent lives. Writing 
for the Afghan Dias-
pora Network, columnist 
Hamid Pakteen said that 
those losing their lives 
include poor tribals from 
both sides who have been 
living through uncertainty 
for more than a century 
now. “At the heart of the 
dispute is the disagree-
ment of the two countries 
on the Durand Line which 
is a border established 
under British colonial 
rule,” he added.

CONFUSION AND 
ANGST FOLLOW 
AS CHINA EASES 
CORONAVIRUS 
RESTRICTIONS
BEIJING: The reaction to 
China’s most significant 
easing of coronavirus 
controls has been a jum-
ble of conflicting priorities 
and public sentiment 
since Beijing announced 
the changes a week ago. 
The sudden reversal left 
residents unsure of how 
to react. Some celebrated 
the reopening of bars, 
restaurants and movie 
theatres. Others vowed 
to remain home and 
stockpiled traditional flu 
medicine,reports said.
governments are facing 

FORMER NEPAL 
PM KP SHARMA 
OLI CASTS VOTE IN 
BHAKTAPUR
KATHMANDU : Former 
Nepal PM KP Sharma Oli 
has voted in Bhaktapur 
as voting is underway for 
the general election. The 
voting in Nepal began in 
the wee hours of Sunday. 
Speaking to reporters KP 
Sharma Oli has claimed 
that a government led by 
his party will be formed 
by 1st December, as 
per reports. He said that 
the Communist Party of 
Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) UML will form a 
majority government or 
at least form a coalition 
government. KP Sharma 
Oli claimed that the new 
parties will not be able 
to gather votes to even 
become national parties. 

UK PM  Rishi Sunak with Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

COP 27 President Sameh 
Shoukry

The 27th UN Conference of 
Parties (COP27) on Sunday 
agreed for establishing the 
special “Loss and Damage 
Fund.” The “Loss and Dam-
age Fund” will help to make 
up for the losses suffered by 
developing nations that are 
vulnerable to climate change.

Confirming the agreement 
for creating a “Loss and 
Damage Fund,” the COP27 
in a tweet said, “History was 
made today at #COP27 in 
Sharm El-Sheikh as parties 
agreed to the establishment 
of a long-awaited loss and 
damage fund for assisting 
developing countries that 
are particularly vulnerable 
to the adverse effects of cli-
mate change.” COP 27 Presi-
dent Sameh Shoukry said, “I 
invite the CMA to adopt the 
draft decision of title funding 
arrangements for responding 
to loss and damage associ-
ated with the adverse effects 
of climate change, includ-

ing the focus on addressing 
loss and damage contained 
in the document FCCC/
CP/2022/L18FCCC/PA/
CMA/2022L20. There are 
no objects. It is so decided.” 
The delegates at the COP27 
applauded after the “Loss and 
Damage” fund was adopted 
after days of negotiations 
over the proposal. Notably, 
the closing session of the UN 
Climate Change Conference 
has started in Sharin Egypt. 
The agreement marks the 
first time countries and 
groups, including the Unit-
ed States and the European 
Union, have agreed to estab-
lish a “loss and damage” fund 
for nations vulnerable to cli-
mate disasters made worse by 
pollution disproportionately 

produced by wealthy and in-
dustrial nations, reports said. 
Negotiators and non-govern-
mental organizations stressed 
that the fund was a significant 
achievement. A senior US 
administration official said 
that the fund will focus on 
what can be done to address 
loss and damaged resources. 
However, it does not include 
liability or compensation. 
The 27th UN Climate 
Change Conference will 
close at least one day later 
than expected, the Egyptian 
Presidency announced on 
Friday. The Egyptian Presi-
dency called on negotiators 
to “shift gears” in order to 
reach an agreement on the 
remaining sticking points. 
Addressing the delegates at 
the COP27 on 18th  Novem-
ber, Sameh Shoukry said, 
“I remain concerned at the 
number of outstanding is-
sues, including on finance 
mitigation, adaptation, loss 
and damage and their inter-
linkages.” 

NEPAL ELECTIONS

ALARMING

HUBRISTIC

COP27

UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE ADOPTS ‘LOSS AND DAMAGE’ FUND
TDG NETWORK
SHARM EL-SHEIKH

Nepalese vote for 
stable government in 
second general election

US should be cautious, 
hesitant in delivering 
military support to Pak

Xi Jinping’s behaviour at G20 
shows ‘arrogant and authoritarian 
character’ of Chinese govt

TDG NETWORK
KATHMANDU

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

Nepali voters headed for the 
periodic general election 
with the hope for a “stable 
government and develop-
ment” as the polls opened 
in the wee hours of Sunday. 
It is the second general elec-
tion since the promulgation 
of the constitution in 2015.

 The earlier round of the 
elections conducted in 2017 
failed to meet the expectations 
of Nepali voters as the gov-
ernment didn’t last for long. 
With two house dissolution 
attempts by the then Prime 
Minister KP Sharma Oli, 
Nepal plunged into political 
crisis and chaos. Maniratna 
Bajracharya, a voter after 
casting his vote at a poll-
ing station in Kathmandu 

said that they are hoping 
for a “stable government.” 
Speaking to ANI, Bajracha-
rya said, “We want a stable 
government so that it can 
function well, this is what 
we are hoping for this time.” 
Bajracharya further added, “I 
have the expectation from the 
candidates that they would 
work for positive changes.”

The Election Commis-
sion (EC) has called on 
the people of Nepal to 
exercise their franchise 
without being influenced, 
fearful and intimidated. 
The Election Commission 
said that all managerial 
works related to the election 
were completed and security 
arrangements were in place 
to make the elections free, fair 
and credible.

The US should be cautious 
and hesitant in delivering 
more military support to Paki-
stan, such as the F-16s, where 
there is no guarantee that they 
will be used competently.

Dr Sajjan M Gohel, the in-
ternational security director 
at the Asia-Pacific Founda-
tion think-tank and Marcus 
Andreopoulos, a senior re-
search fellow at the Asia-Pa-
cific Foundation, writing in 
War On The Rocks (WOTR) 
said that by fulfilling Paki-
stan’s wishes on the F-16, the 
Biden administration may be 
hoping it will help shore up 
the fragile governing coalition 
from outside interference. 
However, it is the machina-
tions of Pakistan’s military 
that remain constant and 
will continue to shape what 
transpires within the coun-

try. The Biden administration 
authorized the sale of military 
equipment worth USD 450 
million to Pakistan to en-
hance the air-to-ground capa-
bilities of the country’s current 
stock of F-16 fighter aircraft. 
This most recent sale is the 
latest chapter in a decades-
long back and forth between 
Washington and Islamabad, 
in which bilateral relations 
have fluctuated erratically, 
said Gohel and Andreopoulos. 
The contorted situation of the 
F-16 raises a perennial yet fun-
damental dilemma on wheth-
er Washington can ever really 
achieve its objectives with Pak-
istan regarding cooperation in 
preventing Afghanistan from 
becoming a safe haven for 
terrorist groups, curtailing 
nuclear proliferation, end-
ing hostilities with India, and 
containing China’s expanding 
clout in South Asia.

Xi Jinping, who recently se-
cured a historic third term 
as Chinese President at the 
20th National Congress, 
was seen berating Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau during the G20 
Summit held in Bali. 

The video of brief interac-
tion on the sidelines of the 
G20 went viral and behav-
iour by the Chinese leader 
was described as “arro-
gant”, according to The 
Washington Examiner. The 
first incident is the heated 
exchange of words between 
the Canadian Prime Minis-
ter and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping during their 
conversation on the side-
lines of the G20 summit in 
Bali. The Chinese leader ex-
pressed his displeasure after 
Trudeau used his meeting 
with Xi to complain about 
Beijing’s interference in 
Canada’s elections held in 
2019. The Canadian Prime 
Minister had made his dis-
pleasure known publicly. 

However, Xi Jinping did 
not like that the media was 
aware of this issue being 
raised in the meeting. Xi 
said, “Everything we dis-
cussed was then leaked to 
the [newspapers]. 

That’s not appropriate.” 
Chinese leader called for 
Trudeau’s “sincerity” be-
fore the Canadian leader 
politely interjected to de-
fend himself. Xi then in-
terrupted Trudeau to say, 
“Let’s create the conditions 
first.” After shaking hands 
with Trudeau, the Chinese 
President walked off. On 
Thursday, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Mao 
Ning confirmed that Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
and Canadian Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau had a 
brief conversation during 
the G20 summit, Global 
Times reported. Mao Ning 
stressed that mutual respect 
is the foundation of ties be-
tween nations. She said that 
two sides expressed their 
stance and dismissed inter-
pretations. 

Voting booths in Nepal.

A woman voting in Malaysia. (File)

AMBIGIOUS

TIGHT ELECTION RACE POINTS TO A 
HUNG PARLIAMENT IN MALAYSIA
TDG NETWORK
KUALA LUMPUR

Malaysia is heading for a 
hung parliament as the co-
alition led by opposition 
leader Anwar Ibrahim and 
ex-PM Muhyiddin Yassin 
make gains but fail to win a 
clear majority.

Malaysia’s tightly contest-
ed general election has de-
livered a hung Parliament, 
with political alliances led 
by opposition leader An-
war Ibrahim and former 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Muhyiddin Yassin running 
neck and neck, reported Al 
Jazeera. Anwar’s Pakatan 
Harapan (PH or Alliance 
of Hope) coalition secured 
82 seats in the 222-member 
parliament while former 
Prime Minister Muhyid-
din Yassin’s Malay-based 
Perikatan Nasional,  or 
National Alliance, trailed 
behind with 73 seats, re-
sults from the Election 

Commission showed on 
Sunday. One seat was un-
announced as of 5 am local 
time (21:00 GMT). Elections 
were not held on two seats. 
A record number of Malay-
sians voted to end a recent 
spate of political uncertainty 
resulting in Malaysia’s vet-
eran leader Mahathir Mo-
hamad dealing with his first 
election defeat in 53 years. 

Mahathir came in fourth 
in a five-way fight in his 
long-held constituency 
on the holiday resort is-
land of  Langkawi,  the 
election commission said. 
Prime Minister Ismail Sa-
bri Yaakob’s ruling Barisan 
Nasional coalition domi-
nated by his United Ma-
lays National Organisation 
(UMNO) party  suffered ma-

jor upsets, winning just 30 
seats, reported Al Jazeera. 
The corruption-tainted 
Barisan Nasional coalition, 
which ruled Malaysia since 
its independence from Brit-
ain until 2018, could still 
return to power depending 
on post-election alliances. 
Meanwhile, Anwar and 
Muhyiddin claimed their 
coalitions had enough sup-
port to form the govern-
ment, though they did 
not disclose which par-
ties they had allied with. 
Wit h o u t  a  c l e a r  w i n-
ner, political uncertainty 
could persist as Malaysia 
faces slowing economic 
growth and rising infla-
tion. It has had three prime 
m i n i st e r s  i n  a s  m a ny 
years, reported Al Jazeera. 
Muhyiddin’s new National 
Alliance, which includes a 
Malay-centric conservative 
party and an Islamist party 
that has touted Islamic law, 

made substantial gains. 
Race  and rel ig ion are 
divisive issues in Ma-
laysia, where the Mus-
lim ethnic-Malay pop-
u l a t i o n  m a ke  u p  t h e 
majority and ethnic Chinese 
and Indians the minorities. 
Muhyiddin’s Perikatan Na-
sional was a junior partner 
in Ismail’s coalition govern-
ment. 

If the result is close, 
the two could come to-
gether again to block An-
war, reported Al Jazeera. 
Anwar said he would sub-
mit a letter to Malaysia’s 
King Al-Sultan Abdullah 
detailing his support. If 
he clinches the top job, it 
would cap a remarkable 
journey for a politician 
who, in 25 years, has gone 
from heir apparent to the 
premiership to a prisoner 
convicted of sodomy to the 
country’s leading opposi-
tion figure. 

United Kingdom Prime 
Minister Rishi  Sunak 
has announced an air 

defence package worth £50 mil-
lion for Ukraine. He made the an-
nouncement during his first trip 
to Kyiv since assuming office as 
Prime Minister on 19th November. 
During his visit, Sunak informed 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy that the UK will provide 
an air defence package for Ukraine, 
including 125 anti-aircraft guns and 
technology. 

He stressed that the air defence 
package will protect Ukraine against 
Russian strikes and helps to counter 
“Iranian-supplied drones.” “Meeting 
President Zelenskyy, he confirmed 
that the UK will provide a major 
new package of air defence to help 
protect Ukrainian civilians and crit-
ical national infrastructure from an 
intense barrage of Russian strikes,” 
according to the statement released 
by UK Prime Minister’s Office. 
It further added, “The £50 million 
package of defence aid comprises 

125 anti-aircraft guns and tech-
nology to counter deadly Iranian-
supplied drones, including dozens 
of radars and anti-drone electronic 
warfare capability.” In the state-
ment, PM’s office noted that the 
announcement follows more than 
1,000 new anti-air missiles an-
nounced by the UK’s Defence Secre-
tary, Ben Wallace, earlier this month. 
Calling it “deeply humbling” to be 
in Kyiv, Sunak pledged that Britain 

will continue to support Ukrainians 
in their fight. Rishi Sunak laid flow-
ers at a memorial for the war dead 
and lit a candle at a memorial for vic-
tims of the Holodomor famine before 
meeting first responders at a fire sta-
tion. He further added “I am proud 
of how the UK stood with Ukraine 
from the very beginning. And I am 
here today to say the UK and our 
allies will continue to stand with 
Ukraine, as it fights to end this bar-

barous war and deliver a just peace.” 
He further added, “While Ukraine’s 
armed forces succeed in pushing 
back Russian forces on the ground, 
civilians are being brutally bombard-
ed from the air. 

We are today providing new air de-
fence, including anti-aircraft guns, 
radar and anti-drone equipment, 
and stepping up humanitarian sup-
port for the cold, hard winter ahead.” 
During the visit, Sunak also an-
nounced £12 million for the World 
Food Programme’s response to 
Ukraine and £4 million for the Inter-
national Organisation for Migration. 
The UK PM’s office in the statement 
stated that the funding will help 
Ukraine with generators, mobile 
health clinics and shelters.

Furthermore, Britain will be send-
ing tens of thousands of cold winter 
kits for Ukrainian troops. Notably, 
the UK has been providing mili-
tary and humanitarian assistance 
to Kyiv since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. Britain has been impos-
ing sanctions against Moscow 
since Russia began its offensive in 
Ukraine on 24th February.

ASSISTANCE

UK PM RISHI SUNAK ANNOUNCES 
AIR DEFENCE PACKAGE FOR 
UKRAINE ON FIRST VISIT TO KYIV
TDG NETWORK
KYIV

UN CHIEF CALLS LOSS AND 
DAMAGE FUND ‘IMPORTANT 
STEP TOWARDS JUSTICE’
SHARM EL-SHEIKH : UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres welcomed the decision to establish a “loss and 
damage fund.” In a video message to the 27th Meet-
ing of the Conference of Parties to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, Guterres called the cre-
ation of a “loss and damage fund” an “important step” 
towards justice. Guterres stressed that the decision 
will not be enough but noted that it is a “much-needed 
political signal to rebuild broken trust.” In his remarks, 
he expressed gratitude to the Egyptian government and 
COP27 President Sameh Shoukry for their hospital-
ity. In the statement, he appreciated the delegates and 
members of civil society who came to Sharm el-Sheikh 
to push leaders for climate action.    “The conference 
has taken an important step towards justice. I welcome 
the decision to establish a loss and damage fund and 
to operationalize it in the coming period,” Antonio 
Guterres said .“Clearly this will not be enough, but it is 
a much-needed political signal to rebuild broken trust,” 
he added. Antonio Guterres stressed that climate chaos 
is a “crisis of biblical proportions.” He emphasised that 
the conference has been driven by two themes - ‘justice 
and ambition.’ He stated that the voices of those on the 
front lines need to be heard. 



worldthe daily guardian review
monday |  21  november 2022

new delhi 11
ACTION

Troublesome Chinese planes to 
go under the hammer in Nepal

State-owned Nepal Air-
lines has made a deci-
sion to sell Chinese planes 
and spare parts, which 
are plagued by break-
downs and a lack of pilots. 
Right after they arrived, 
the three 17-seater and two 
56-seater aircraft had turned 
into “the most expensive 
white elephants in the carri-
er’s history, The Kathmandu 
Post reported citing officials. 

The five condemned planes 
are parked at the remote 
parking bay on the eastern 
side of Tribhuvan Inter-
national Airport in Kath-
mandu, the report said. 
The Nepali  daily said 
state-owned airlines have 
been eager to get rid of 
the non-flying planes, 
but bureaucratic hassles 
forced it to hold on to them 
even as losses mounted. 
Back in September, Nepal 
Airlines put the Chinese 
planes up for lease with 31st 
October deadline for bid-

ders. After there were no 
bids, the deadline was ex-
tended until 16th November. 
Nepal Airlines spokesper-
son Archana Khadka said 
they didn’t get a single bid 
during the extended time ei-
ther. “Now the management 
has decided to sell them off.” 
Khadka said they would 
issue a notice to appoint 
an international assessor 
to determine a fair market 
value of the planes, after 
Sunday’s general elections. 
“It may take two to three 
weeks to appoint the asses-

sor. Based on the assessor’s 
report, we will float a global 
tender to sell the planes,” 
Khadka was quoted as say-
ing by The Kathmandu 
Post. He added that it would 
take at least two months 
to complete the process. 
After the signing of the 
agreement in 2012 under 
the grant and concessional 
loan aid with the Chinese 
side, Nepal received the 
first batch of planes in 2014. 
However, the delivery of the 
rest of the Chinese aircraft 
was stalled for years. 

TDG NETWORK
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Plane of Nepal airlines. (File)

COMEBACK

Trump back on Twitter after Musk 
confirms his account reinstatement

Former US President Don-
ald Trump’s Twitter account 
reappeared on Sunday af-
ter Elon Musk confirmed to 
reinstate his account. Elon 
Musk on Sunday confirmed 
to reinstate Trump’s Twit-
ter account. “The people 
have spoken. Trump will be 
reinstated. Vox Populi, Vox 
Dei,” tweeted Musk. Vox Po-
puli, Vox Dei, a Latin phrase 
meaning “the voice of the 
people is the voice of God.” 
Meanwhile, Trump’s account 
reappeared on Twitter af-
ter Musk’s announcement. 
Trump’s once-blocked Twit-
ter account reappeared on 
the platform Saturday, min-
utes after company owner 
Elon Musk announced he 
was lifting the 22-month 
suspension on the former 
president over incitement of 
violence. Twitter CEO Musk 
has put up a poll asking users 
of the microblogging website 

to vote on whether to rein-
state the account of Trump, 
who was earlier subjected 
to a lifetime ban over incite-
ment of violence.  Reinstate 
former President Trump,” 
the billionaire Twitter owner 
posted, with a chance to vote 
either yes or no. “Trump poll 
getting ~1M votes/hour,” he 
said in a subsequent tweet. As 
per the survey, slightly over 15 
million Twitter users voted in 
the poll with 51.8 per cent vot-
ing in favour of reinstatement. 
Trump had appeared less 
than keen earlier in the day. 

“I don’t see any reason for it,” 
the former president said via 
video when asked whether he 
planned to return to Twitter 
by a panel at the Republican 
Jewish Coalition’s annual lead-
ership meeting. Trump, who 
on Tuesday launched a bid 
to regain the White House in 
2024, praised Musk and said 
he had always liked him. But 
Trump also said Twitter suf-
fered from bots, and fake ac-
counts and that the problems 
it faced were “incredible”. 
Earlier in 2020, Trump’s ac-
count was suspended in the 

wake of the 6 January  in-
surrection at Capitol Hill fol-
lowing the US Presidential 
elections, resulting in legal 
troubles for the former US 
President. This new policy 
is no surprise as the world’s 
richest man has made sev-
eral decisions in this manner, 
including one to buy Twitter. 
On Friday, Musk began re-
instating accounts that were 
previously subject to indefi-
nite bans for breaking the 
platform’s rules. Author Jor-
dan Peterson and comedian 
Kathy Griffin were among 
the first people whose ac-
counts were reinstated. 
“New Twitter policy is free-
dom of speech, but not free-
dom of reach. Negative/hate 
tweets will be max deboosted 
and demonetized, so no ads 
or other revenue to Twit-
ter. You won’t find the tweet 
unless you specifically seek 
it out, which is no differ-
ent from rest of Internet,” 
Musk said in an earlier tweet. 
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WORRY

UNICEF CONCERNED OVER CHILDREN’S 
DEATH IN ONGOING PROTEST IN IRAN
Raising its concern over 
the death of children in the 
ongoing protest in Iran, the 
United Nations children’s 
agency, UNICEF, said in a 
statement on Friday, that 
the reported deaths of chil-
dren at anti-government 
protests  “must  stop.” 
An “estimated 50 children 
have reportedly lost their 
lives in the public unrest in 
Iran,” UNICEF said in the 
statement. 

This comes as the unrest in 
Iran has continued for more 
than two months, and amid 
increasing calls from pro-
testers and activists online 
to UNICEF, Amnesty Inter-
national and other human 
rights organizations to take 
action on human rights vio-
lations and crimes against 
children taking place in Iran. 
“They just say, hey, Islamic 
Republic, what are you do-
ing is bad,” one protester in 
Iran told CNN. “Yes, every-
body knows it’s bad. Three-
year-old children know it’s 

bad, but we need actual ac-
tion. Do something. 

I don’t know. I believe 
they know better than 
us what they can do.” 
“In Iran, UNICEF remains 
deeply concerned by re-
ports of children being 
killed, injured, and de-
tained,” the statement read, 
citing the death of a young 
boy named Kian Pirfalak, 
one of seven people killed 
during Wednesday’s pro-
tests in the southwestern 

city of Izeh. “This is ter-
rifying and must stop,” 
the organization added. 
UNICEF reported Pirfalak’s 
age as 10 years old. Iranian 
state media has reported 
his age as nine, reports said. 
The child travelling in a 
car on Wednesday with his 
family when he was shot 
dead and his father injured 
by gunfire, his mother told 
state media in an interview 
with Tasnim Friday. 

According to Iran’s state-

aligned news agency ISNA, 
protesters set a seminary on 
fire around the same time as 
people were shot and killed 
in Izeh in what state media 
outlets are calling a “terror 
attack.” Activists are accus-
ing the Iranian regime of 
killing Kian and others in 
Izeh. 

The Islamic Republic is fac-
ing one of the biggest and un-
precedented shows of dissent 
in recent history following 
the death of Mahsa Amini, a 
22-year-old Kurdish-Iranian 
woman detained by the mo-
rality police allegedly for not 
wearing her hijab properly. 
At least 378 people have been 
killed since demonstrations 
began, according to an Ira-
nian human rights group, 
as the country’s Supreme 
Leader issued a warning 
that the protest movement 
is “doomed to failure.” 
The organization Iran Hu-
man Rights published the 
estimated death toll Satur-
day, adding that it includes 
47 children killed by secu-
rity forces.
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People protesting in Iran. (file photo)

SHIELD

Lahore safe haven 
for criminals, 
plagued with land 
grab: Reports

Surge in incidents of land 
grab in Pakistan’s Lahore 
has added nearly 30 per cent 
of crime to the city making 
it a safe haven for crimi-
nals, media reports said. 
Due to the surge in the num-
ber of housing societies in 
the city and massive busi-
ness activities, incidents 
of the land mafia occupy-
ing properties by unlaw-
ful means have resulted in 
crimes in Lahore, increasing 
fear among locals, Dawn re-
ported. More often than not, 
local security officials spend 
most of their time dealing 
with ‘disputed property 
matters’ at the cost of con-
trolling street crime, it said. 
“Dubious role of a senior 
police officer in dealing 
with the land mafia is the 
talk of the town. There 
were complaints that the 
land grabbers dispos-
sessed the owners of their 

valuable properties under 
the nose of the police of-
ficer,” Dawn reported, cit-
ing a source who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 
The mafias, who work for 
the housing societies and 
readily obtain false docu-
ments, have set the land 
speculators on the rampage 
in Lahore, reports said. 
According to the police de-
partment’s official statistics, 
the number of robberies and 
other heinous crimes has in-
creased in Lahore by more 
than 150 per cent, Dawn 
reported.

According to statistical 
data, the Saddar division 
had the highest number of 
such incidents, with 2,499 
robberies, 67 sodomy and 
49 child rape cases report-
ed between January and 
September this year. In all, 
the data reveals that Lahore 
reported 1,65,524 incidents 
of crime during the same 
period.
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The US-headquar-
tered credit rating 
firm, Moody’s Corp 

is shutting it’s China con-
sulting business and is lay-
ing off its staff. Two people 
with knowledge of the mat-
ter said that Moody’s Corp is 
laying off people associated 
with the unit in multiple lo-
cations across the country, 
reported The News Interna-
tional. Moody’s Corp started 
winding down the business, 
Moody’s Analytics, in China 
this week, the people said 
on condition of anonymity 
as they are not authorised to 
speak to media.

  First announced inter-
nally on Monday, the 
move has affected more 

than 100 employees across 
Moody’s Beijing, Shanghai 
and Shenzhen offices, one 
of the sources said, reported 
The News International.

The total headcount for the 
business unit could not im-
mediately be ascertained. 
Moody’s credit rating busi-
ness will continue to oper-
ate in the world’s second-
largest economy, the source 
added. Moody’s had flagged 
in a recent earnings call that 
it was “taking steps to align 
our global workforce with 
current and anticipated 
economic conditions,” a 

company spokesperson said 
in an emailed statement. 
Notably, China’s zero-Covid 
policy and its sporadic lock-
downs are pushing multina-
tional firms from its lands to 
different countries; a media 
report said citing the re-
port of the European Union 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Recently, in September, the 
EU Chamber of Commerce 
released a report that China 

had become less predict-
able, less reliable, and less 
efficient, resulting in several 
multinational firms consid-
ering shifting their opera-
tions out of China to other 
markets, Financial Post re-
ported. 

According to a European 
Chamber of Commerce sur-
vey, 50 per cent of western 
firms reported that busi-
ness in China had become 
more politicised in 2021 
than it was in earlier years. 
“Increasing number of Eu-
ropean businesses are put-
ting China investments on 
hold and re-evaluating their 
positions in the market as 
they wait to see how long 
this uncertainty will con-
tinue, and many are looking 
towards other destinations 
for future projects,” Vice 
President of the European 
Chamber Bettina Schoen-
Behanzin was quoted by 
Financial Times as saying. 

In 2022, the shift of multi-
national companies from 
China shows that there is 
a decline in trust, accord-
ing to Financial Post. On 
October 3, American tech 
giant Google (local time) 
announced that it was shut-
ting down the Google Trans-
late service in mainland 
China, citing low usage in 
the country, as per reports. 
With this Google’s an-
nouncement, the American 
tech giant was also added 
to the list of other compa-
nies that left China. Ama-
zon, LinkedIn, Yahoo, and 
Microsoft are some of the 
companies that pulled out 
their operation in China. 
Meanwhile, droves of mi-
grant workers have been 
fleeing back to their home-
towns from the country’s 
largest iPhone factory in Co-
vid-hit Zhengzhou, amidst 
a lockdown triggered by the 
Covid outbreak.

SHUTTING DOWN
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MOODY’S CLOSING ITS CONSULTING 
BUSINESS IN CHINA, LAYING OFF STAFF

STRATEGY 

CHINA SEEKS TO DOMINATE AND 
REDUCE US INFLUENCE IN ASIA
Since China’s President Xi 
Jinping secured his third 
term of power at the 20th 
Party Congress, he is seeking 
to dominate Asia and reduce 
the US influence in the region. 
China is desperate to keep 
the US away from Asia. Xi 
used the Bangkok summit 
of the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation to press for a 
confrontation-free Asia, a 
euphemism for keeping the 
United States and recognis-
ing China’s pre-eminence on 
the continent, reported The 
Singapore Post. Xi tactfully 
stopped short of naming the 
United States in his remarks 
in Bangkok as he possibly 
tries to avert a direct confron-
tation with the Americans. 

It is now clear that the Chi-
nese and the Americans will 
never see eye to eye on three 
issues - the independence of  

Taiwan, the Ukraine conflict, 
North Korea’s nuclear course, 
and the transfer of technology 
and the trade and tariff war,. 
Both sides came closest to a 
confrontation in August fol-
lowing a visit to Taiwan by 
US House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi. China fired several 
missiles into waters around 
the self-governing island and 
ramped up naval and war-
plane exercises in the sur-
rounding area. Dire threats 

preceded Pelosi’s visit and 
Beijing thereafter cancelled 
several dialogues with the US. 
    US-China tensions, which 
did not erupt afresh following 
a landmark meeting between 
Xi and Biden in Bali, the first 
time since the latter took over 
the American presidency are 
not the only shadow hang-
ing over the APEC sum-
mit,. Leaders raised their 
eyes at Xi as North Korea 
launched an intercontinen-

tal ballistic missile (ICBM) 
as Bangkok readied for the 
APEC summit session. This 
is the second missile test by 
the Kim Jong Un regime in 
under a week and part of a 
period of increased provo-
cation from Pyongyang. 
Xi has been using all oppor-
tunities to promote China’s 
role in resolving pending 
global disputes, blind to the 
reality of China is at the root 
of some of them,. Xi met the 
leaders of Germany and 
Pakistan in Beijing. He used 
the opportunity to bring 
Islamabad closer to Beijing 
even as the United States tries 
not to antagonise Pakistan. 
Similarly, Xi gave a patient 
hearing to German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz, eve as the Eu-
ropean Union was unhappy 
with Germany talking to Chi-
na about Europe’s problems 
with gas supplies due to the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Former US President Donald Trump.

China’s President Xi Jinping and US’s President Joe Biden.
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BLOW UP

Powerful explosions rock 
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear plant: IAEA

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) on 
Saturday expressed concern 
over the renewal of hostili-
ties around the Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear site after powerful 
explosions were reported in 
the area of the largest nuclear 
plant in Europe.

“Powerful explosions 
shook area of Zaporizhzhya 
Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) 
last night and today. IAEA 
experts at #ZNPP report a 
dozen+ blasts from apparent 
shelling and some site build-
ings, systems and equipment 
damaged, but none so far crit-
ical for nuclear safety and se-
curity,” IAEA said in a tweet. 

In a statement, IAEA Direc-
tor General Rafael Mariano 
Grossi said these powerful 
explosions abruptly ended 
a period of relative calm at 
the facility and further un-
derlined the urgent need for 
measures to help prevent a 
nuclear accident there.

In what appeared to be re-
newed shelling both close 
to and at the site of Europe’s 
largest nuclear power plant, 
IAEA experts at the ZNPP re-
ported to Agency headquar-
ters that more than a dozen 
blasts were heard within a 
short period of time in the 
morning local time. The 
IAEA team could also see 
some of the explosions from 
their windows.
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Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant in Ukraine.
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Children play 
football in front 

of the wall art 
depicting flags 
of the nations 

participating in 
the FIFA World 
Cup on the day 

of its opening 
ceremony which 
is taking place in 
Qatar, in Kolkata 

on Sunday. ANI

FIFA FEVER

#SURYAKUMARYADAV

#SURYAKUMARYADAV TRENDS AFTER HE 
HITS A BLISTERING HUNDRED IN 2ND T20
In the second T20 on Sunday, Suryakumar Yadav 
outperformed New Zealand by 65 runs, demonstrat-
ing his unrivalled mastery of the shortest format. 
India reached 191 for six after Surya's sensational 111 
not out off 51 balls, his second T20 century. His last 64 
runs came off just 18 balls as he smashed boundar-
ies and sixes at will. His entertaining inning featured 
11 fours and seven sixes, as well as an astounding 
217.64 strike rate.  The New Zealand bowlers seemed 
oblivious as Surya continued to string together some 
incredible shots. Twitter is flooded with cheers ap-
plauding Yadav. One of the users wrote, "50 to 100 
runs in 17 balls, SKY is definitely from another planet 
#NZvIND #SuryakumarYadav" Another wrote, "SKY 
Bhau 111* off just 51 Balls. #suryakumaryadav 
#suryakumar #sky #NZvIND #NZvIND The Internet 
is flooded with compliments.

 "I'm enjoying 
batting this 
way, I've been 
doing the same 
thing in the nets 
and  all practice 
sessions. This 
makes me 
happy." 
— SURYAKUMAR

BRAIN-PICKING

said after his century against New Zealand

TRAP 

The use of dating apps 
has become ingrained 
in American social 

life, yet there is still work to 
be done to assure user safety. 
According to recent research, 
violent sexual predators are 
seeking helpless victims on 
dating apps.

A Brigham Young Univer-
sity nursing team examined 
the medical exam records of 
Utah sexual assault victims 
from 2017 to 2020 in the 
largest research of its type. 
14 per cent of the 1,968 rapes 
perpetrated by acquain-
tances, they discovered, took 
place during an initial meet-
ing set up using a dating app. 

In certain instances, the at-
tacks were noticeably more 
violent and victims with 
mental problems and other 
vulnerabilities were spe-
cifically targeted. "What we 
found is incredibly concern-
ing," said BYU nursing pro-
fessor Julie Valentine. "We'd 
started to see an increase 
of victims reporting being 
raped after meeting some-
one on a dating app, and we 
wanted to know if rapes fa-
cilitated through dating apps 
differed from other acquain-
tance rapes. They are indeed 
very different."

Previous studies have 
shown that those who have 
mental illnesses are already 
more prone to experience 
sexual assault. In the study, 

47 per cent of acquaintance 
rape victims who had no 
connection to dating apps 
had acknowledged a men-
tal disorder. The percentage 
was substantially greater 

among those who were as-
saulted during a first meet-
ing arranged via an app, with 
60 per cent admitting a men-
tal disorder.

"In a dating app, people can 

shape themselves however 
they want to appeal to vul-
nerable victims. Those with 
mental illnesses like depres-
sion may be more susceptible 
to a predator who might, for 
example, flatter them pro-
fusely and persuade them to 
meet in person," Valentine 
said.

Men were nearly twice 
as likely to be victims of as-
saults aided by dating apps 
than by other acquaintances, 
and college students were 
similarly more likely to be 
assault victims.

Sadly, the rape offenders 
who used dating apps ap-
peared to be exceptionally 
brutal. The attacks resulted 
in more injuries to victims 
than previous acquain-

tance rapes; for instance, 
one-fourth of the victims 
suffered breast injuries. Ad-
ditionally, 22 per cent of vic-
tims who were not meeting 
attackers for the first time 
through an app reported 
being strangled, whereas 33 
per cent of victims claimed 
to have been strangled dur-
ing the assault.

Because there are few ways 
for potential victims to vet 
potential mates, dating apps 
are a haven for predators. 
"It used to be that people 
would meet through mutual 
friends or at work or school, 
and there was a degree of 
vetting that went in place 
before dating. Dating apps 
have completely taken away 
that process," Valentine said.

VIOLENT PREDATORS USE DATING 
APPS AS HUNTING GROUNDS

World Children's Day is on 
20th November, Why?

REASON 

World Children's Day is 
observed annually on No-
vember 20 to commemo-
rate the day in 1959 when 
the UN General Assembly 
adopted the Declaration of 
the Rights of the Child and 
its ten guiding principles.

The purpose of the day 
is to increase awareness 
of children's rights and 
improve their standard 
of living. Additionally, it 
promotes cross-cultural 
understanding and raises 
kids' awareness of how to 
better their own welfare. 
World Children's Day 
History:

In 1954, the first World 
Children's Day was ob-
served. On November 20, 
1954, the inaugural Uni-
versal Children's Day was 
observed. Since that time, 
this date has been estab-
lished as Children's Day or 

Universal Children's Day, 
which is observed on this 
day each year. The Child's 
Rights Convention was 
ratified by the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in 1959. 
Additionally, the United 
Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child cel-
ebrates its anniversary on 
November 20. It was cho-
sen to observe this day as 
Children's Day result.

Wo r l d  C h i l d r e n ' s  
Day Significance:

On this day, it was deter-
mined to grant children's 
rights alongside those of 
adults. Since then, the 
anniversary of children's 
rights has been observed 
on Children's Day. This 
year 's  Chi ld  Rights 
Week is observed from 
November 14 through  
November 20.

World Children's Day 
Theme 2022: Child Rights 
Week is being organized  
by UNICEF. 
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ISRAEL USED FIRE TO COOK FOOD FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN THE WORLD: RESEARCH

 EXACT SHAPE OF THE HALO OF STARS EXISTING IN OUR GALAXY REVEALED 

DISCOVERY

RESEARCH 

Cooking with controlled us-
age of fire has been so strongly 
ingrained in our present-day 
culinary cultures that the idea 
of a time before fire could be 
tamed for cooking may not 
even cross our minds.

However, there indeed was a 
time when food included just 
raw meat, berries and grass, 
for cooking as we know it to-
day, didn't exist back then. 
So, when did cooking with a 
human-controlled fire first 
happen? A remarkable scien-
tific discovery has been made 
in this regard, by researchers 
from the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem (HU), Tel Aviv 
University (TAU), and Bar-
Ilan University (BIU), in col-
laboration with the Steinhardt 
Museum of Natural History, 
Oranim Academic College, 
the Israel Oceanographic and 
Limnological Research (IOLR) 
institution, the Natural His-
tory Museum in London, and 

the Johannes Gutenberg Uni-
versity in Mainz.

A close analysis of the re-
mains of a carp-like fish found 
at the Gesher Benot Ya'aqov 
(GBY) archaeological site in 
Israel shows that the fish were 
cooked roughly 780,000 years 
ago. Cooking is defined as the 
ability to process food by con-
trolling the temperature at 
which it is heated and includes 
a wide range of methods. Un-
til now, the earliest evidence 
of cooking dates to approxi-
mately 170,000 years ago. 
The question of when early 

man began using fire to cook 
food has been the subject of 
much scientific discussion for 
over a century. These findings 
shed new light on the matter 
and was published in Nature 
Ecology and Evolution.

The study was led by a team 
of researchers: Dr. Irit Zohar, 
a researcher at TAU's Stein-
hardt Museum of Natural 
History and curator of the 
Beit Margolin Biological Col-
lections at Oranim Academic 
College, and HU Professor 
Naama Goren-Inbar, director 
of the excavation site. 

The actual shape of the 
cloud-like diffusion of stars 
surrounding the disk of our 
milky-way galaxy has finally 
been discovered. It was be-
lieved to be spherical for de-
cades. However, with the rise 
in modern observatory tech-
niques, a new model is estab-
lished that showcases that the 
stellar halo, as this cloudy dif-
fusion is called, is oblong and 
tilted.

The findings -- published in 
this month's 'The Astronomi-
cal Journal' -- offer insights 
into a host of astrophysical 
subject areas. "The shape 
of the stellar halo is a very 
fundamental parameter that 
we've just measured to great-
er accuracy than was pos-
sible before," says study lead 
author Jiwon "Jesse" Han, a 
PhD student at the Center 
for Astrophysics | Harvard 
& Smithsonian. "There are a 
lot of important implications 
of the stellar halo not being 

spherical but instead shaped 
like a football, rugby ball, or 
zeppelin -- take your pick!"

"For decades, the general 
assumption has been that 
the stellar halo is more or less 
spherical and isotropic, or 
the same in every direction," 
adds study co-author Charlie 
Conroy, Han's advisor, and 
a professor of astronomy at 
Harvard University and the 
Center for Astrophysics. "We 
now know that the textbook 
picture of our galaxy embed-
ded within a spherical volume 

of stars has to be thrown out."
The Milky Way's stellar halo 

is the visible portion of what 
is more broadly called the ga-
lactic halo. This galactic halo 
is dominated by invisible dark 
matter, whose presence is only 
measurable through the grav-
ity that it exerts. Every galaxy 
has its own halo of dark mat-
ter. These halos serve as a sort 
of scaffold upon which ordi-
nary, visible matter hangs. In 
turn, that visible matter forms 
stars and other observable  
galactic structure. 
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5  BOLLYWOOD  CHARACTERS 
WHO REDEFINED MASCULINITY
Bollywood has always portrayed men in a rippling, 
muscular, dominant, forceful, heteronormative way, 
be it Sunny Deol's character from 'Gadar' or Ajay Dev-
gan from 'Singham'. But, a much needed change can 
be seen with some of the below mentioned characters.

MUDIT SHARMA IN 'SHUBH  
MANGAL SAAVDHAN'
The character Mudit, played by Ayush-
mann Khurrana, has erectile dysfunc-
tion. Contrary to the conventional image 

of a Bollywood character, Mudit isn't a confident, 
strong person. He admits to being flawed and 
is open to discussing issues with his wife or 
friends. He is upbeat, bashful, embarrassed, and 
has a pure heart. 

AMAN TRIPATHI IN 'SHUBH  
MANGAL ZYADA SAAVDHAN'
The character Aman, played by well-
known TVF actor Jitendra Kumar, is 
homosexual but hasn't come out to his 

parents yet. By emphasising that "love doesn't 
necessarily happen between a man and a woman," 
he redefined masculinity.

LASHMIKANT 'IN 'PAD MAN'
 Lakshmi, played by Akshay Kumar, who 

is straightforward and adoring attitude. 
Just as a man should, he takes care of his 
family and shows affection to those who 

are close to him. But when his wife is expelled from 
the house because she is menstruating, he shows 
empathy and an eagerness to comprehend what 
she is going through

KABIR 'KA' BANSAL IN 'KI AND KA'
"Ishaqzaade," actor Arjun Kapoor, who 
played Ka in the movie, is a laid-back 
builder's son who chooses to stay at home 
and take care of the household chores over 

finding a job outside to make money. He and his wife 
effectively manage the complexities of their relation-
ship despite the criticism of his family, and they enjoy a 
difficult but fulfilling existence together. 

ANUP SAXENA IN 'GUNJAN  
SAXENA: THE KARGIL GIRL
Anup, played by Pankaj Tripathi is 
a loving father He departs from the 
archetypal father-figure in Bollywood 

by encouraging his daughter's unconventional 
and perhaps unconventional aspiration of 
becoming an air force pilot.

 — SIMARAN SINGH 

Akshay Kumar

Milky Way Galaxy.
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THREE-DAY MUSIC FEST HELD 
TO MARK 30 YEARS OF ASEAN-
INDIA DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

To celebrate 30 years of 
ASEAN-India diplo-
matic relations, New 

Delhi hosted the second edi-
tion of the ASEAN India Mu-
sic Festival. Organised by the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) and Seher, the festi-
val kick-started on Friday. To 
promote cultural exchange 
and understanding between 
ASEAN and India, the three-
day festival took place on 18, 
19 and 20th November at the 
iconic Purana Qila in New 
Delhi, where bands from 10 
ASEAN countries and five 
bands from India performed.

The ASEAN countries 
which participated in the 
event were Brunei Darus-
salam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myan-
mar, the Philippines, Singa-
pore, Thailand and Vietnam. 
The music festival started 
with memorable perfor-
mances by Tri Minh’s Quartet 
from Vietnam, Instamuzika 
from Malaysia, RizerXSuffer 
from Cambodia, Empty Wal-
let from Brunei Darussalam 
and Papon from India.

ASEAN India Music Festi-
val 2022 aimed to encourage 

a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of the rich musi-
cal traditions in ASEAN and 
India, increase awareness of 
the ASEAN identity amongst 
people and offer wider visibil-
ity to ASEAN India artists. 
Such festivals are essential 
to strengthen the people-to-
people bonds and cultural 
ties by exploring the similari-
ties while celebrating the di-
versity in musical traditions.

Sanjeev Bhargava, Founder 
Director of Seher, said, “The 
second edition of ASEAN-
India Music Festival 2022 is 
the celebration of the 30 years 
of India-ASEAN relationship, 
marking 2022 as ASEAN-In-
dia Friendship Year. The fes-
tival provides a platform for 
the artists to initiate a deeper 

understanding of the values 
and traditions of ASEAN and 
India, as music transcends 
boundaries and unites people 
from diverse regions.”Empty 
Wallet, the band from Bru-
nei Darussalam, said, “We 
are grateful for the invitation 
from Seher to be a part of the 
ASEAN India Music Festival. 
It has been a great experience, 
and it wouldn’t have been 
possible without the support 
of our minister of culture. We 
are very thankful to all of you 
for joining us today. All of 
you must know that people 
in Brunei love Bollywood as 
well.

We are looking forward to 
seeing performances from 
Indian artists.”

Papon, one of the famous 

Indian artists, said, “Purana 
Qila is an amazing venue to 
play at. People had high en-
ergy. Moreover, it has always 
been a pleasure playing for 
Seher. Delhi is home to me. I 
am thankful for this oppor-
tunity.” The second day had 
performances from the Lao 
Traditional Music Troupe 
of Lao PDR, Makaohang 
of Thailand, Faridkot and 
Amar Jalal of India, Linying 
Band of Singapore and Jonita 
Gandhi of India. The last day 
of the festival witnessed Bay-
ang Barrios at Ang Naliyagan 
from the Philippines, Riau 
Rhythm from Indonesia, 
Raghav Meattle from India, 
MRTV Modern Music band 
from Myanmar and Sukhbir 
from India.

The concerts focussed on of-
fering a better understanding 
of Indian and ASEAN musi-
cal traditions. To emphasise 
more on the ‘Act East Policy, 
the festival will also take 
place in Shillong, Megha-
laya, which is a gateway to 
ASEAN. The first edition of 
the ASEAN India Music Fes-
tival was organised in 2017 
to commemorate 25 years of 
ASEAN-India diplomatic re-
lations.

Artist Shafali R Anand

Huge crowd gathered to watch the ASEAN-India Music Festival

From Left Shruti Gopal, Adithya PV and Parshwanath S Upadhye will be performing on 26th November.

41st edition of the IITF at Pragati Maidan in New DelhiThe third edition of The Natya Bal-
let Dance Festival 2022, scheduled 
from 25 to 27 November, is set to 
mark the return of this much-
awaited festival enthralling eve-
ning dance productions to stage. 
It is organized by The Natya Ballet 
Centre, founded in 1960 by Kamla 
Lal in New Delhi, which continues 
to support and promote both estab-
lished and upcoming talent as well 
as build its own repertory of new 
performances, both contemporary 
and classical.

Marking India’s milestone 75th 
year of independence by showcas-
ing its vast and varied culture and 
traditions, the mega festival of dance 
brings to its viewers a three-day cel-
ebration of performing arts at two 
locations in the arts hub of Mandi 
House.

From puppets and puppeteers 
to timeless epic tales of Ramayana 
and Mahabharata told via dance, 
and conversations with the legends, 
the festival will have something for 
everyone. Some of the participating 
artistes and experts are Parshwa-
nath S Upadhye, Arshiya Sethi, Vi-
kram Iyengar, Sandhya Raman, Dr. 
Navina Jafa, Dr. Anita Ratnam, Prof. 
Rita Gangully,Sharon Lowen, Dr. 
Shovana Narayan, Manjari Sinha, 
Dadi D Pudumjee, Navtej Johar and 
Ajay Bhatt.

 As part of the festival, three eve-

ning performances at Kamani Au-
ditorium ‘Unmasked’ and ‘Abha’ in 
Bharatanatyam and ‘Draupadi’ in 
Odissi will retell the ancient epics of 
the Ramayana and the Mahabhara-
ta, but each with a twist in the tale.

‘Unmasked’ is a dramedy, is a 
delightful mix of Bharatanatyam, 
Contemporary Dance and English 
Theatre, cleverly constructed and 

superbly choreographed by Jyotsna 
Shourie. It takes us on a journey to 
Lanka through the eyes of pivotal 
characters in the Ramayana, as it 
explores the character of Ravana 
through the eyes of his beautiful 
wife Mandodari.  In contrast, ‘Abha’ 
choreographed by Parshwanath S. 
Upadhye and delivered in the tra-
ditional Bharatanatyam format is 

a stunning retelling of the Rama-
yana through the eyes of Sita, with 
an unconventional delivery paired 
with live musicians rendering soul-
stirring music interspersed with 
verses in Mishra Awadhi, Kannada, 
Sanskrit and Marathi, with English 
narration.

Draupadi is a Natya Ballet Cen-
tre production, choreographed by 

Guru Aniruddha Das and Nibed-
ita Mohapatra. The show explores 
the status of modern-day women 
against the backdrop of the life of 
Draupadi. This show has performed 
at the Khajuraho Dance Festival, the 
prestigious Cervantino Festival in 
Mexico and at the European Parlia-
ment.

“Through our special dance cura-
tion, Dances of India, we endeav-
our to give the children something 
new to learn and a sense of India’s 
amazingly diverse and spectacu-
lar cultural landscape. Dance has 
been an ancient and integral part 
of India’s culture, be it the classi-
cal forms of Odissi from the East, 
Bharatanatyam from the South, 
Kathak from the North and the hun-
dreds of beautiful folk dances from 
every region of this vibrant country. 
In 2020, this festival was to be part 
of Natya Ballet Centre’s milestone 
60th birthday celebrations which 
were shelved due to the pandemic. 
So, we are especially delighted to be 
presenting the third edition of this 
grand festival of dance, with three 
superb evening performances 
rooted in the ancient epics to three 
detailed lecture demonstrations, a 
more serious panel discussion on 
how to reboot the dance and ex-
cellent conversations with living 
legends of dance and the outreach 
programme that is so close to our 
hearts” said Radhika Hoon, Chair-
person, Natya Ballet Centre.

Chhattisgarh Pavilion is 
showcasing its spectrum 
of products including han-
dlooms and handicrafts at 
the 41st edition of the India 
International Trade Fair 
(IITF) at Pragati Maidan in 
New Delhi.

CSIDC Managing Director 
Saransh Mitter, IAS, inau-
gurated the state pavilion. 
A total of 12 stalls have been 
put up for display in the 
area measuring 300 sq feet, 
depicting this year’s theme 
“Vocal for Local, Local to 
Global”. 

The pavilion showcases the 
state’s progress and displays 
their industrial, agricultural, 
herbal and handicraft prod-
ucts as per speciality of each 
region.  Chhattisgarh Pavil-
ion has been organized this 
year at Hall No. 2, First Floor. 
The State Cultural Day will 
be celebrated today with at-
tractive dance and folk art 
performances. 

Union minister of com-
merce and industries Piyush 
Goyal inaugurated the fair 
that will conclude on 27 No-

vember. It has been opened 
to the general public from 
19 November as the first five 
days of the fair was reserved 
for business-to-business 
(B2B) exhibitors.

Nearly 2500 exhibitors 
from India and abroad, have 
participated in the IITF 
2022. Maharashtra, Bihar 
and Jharkhand are Partner 
States while Uttar Pradesh 
and Kerala are the Focus 
States. 29 States and Union 
Territories and this year Leh 
Ladakh is participating for 
the first time. This year, the 
fair assumes a special sig-
nificance as it coincides with 
celebrations of ‘Azadi Ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’- 75 years 
of India’s Independence. 
Importantly, IITF offers an 
ideal platform to showcase 
Indian products under the 
‘Vocal for Local’ campaign, 
and infuse renewed confi-
dence and vigour in the In-
dian economy.

India Trade Promotion 
Organisation (ITPO) repre-
sents India in totality as an 
ideal destination for numer-
ous business and investment 
opportunities.

Delhi based artist, Sha-
fali R Anand is set to pres-
ent her solo art exhibition 
‘Revelations’ from 22nd to 
28th of November at Lalit 
Kala Akademi, New Delhi. 
A mechanical engineer-
ing graduate who did her 
post-graduation from NIFT 
Delhi, her works has been 
published internationally 
in The American Specta-
tor, The Suit Magazine, 
Talk Business and Politics, 
and other publications. Her 
art is in private collections 
in India and abroad and 
has also been acquired by 
organizations around the 
globe, including the Clinton 
Presidential Library at Little 
Rock, Arkansas, USA. In a 
candid conversation art-
ist Shafali R Anand gives 
insights about her works. 
Excerpts:
Q: After completing graduation 
in mechanical engineering what 
inspired you to pursue a career 
in art?
A: Art, more often than not, 
isn’t a career but a part of 
the artist’s soul. I grew up in 
the extreme reaches of the 
Himalayas with my sketch-
book as my sole companion. 
I would sit under the pine 
trees and sketch for hours. 
Growing up, I wasn’t aware 
of art as a field of study, and 
by the time I became aware 
of it, I had already chalked 
out my career path. My fa-
ther was an engineer and 
being good at Math and Sci-
ence made me realize that 
the surest way to get a good 
job would be to study engi-
neering. A good job meant a 
lot of things - including the 
independence to make my 
own choices in life. 

As a young girl, I always 
believed that we must earn 
the right to follow our pas-
sion. Financial indepen-
dence was an important 
goal for me - the goal that 
led me to study engineer-
ing. All those years, my 
faithful sketchbook never 
left my side. My first job 
was in a steel plant - on the 
shop-floor, and I’d have 
continued working there, 
if I my creative energy 
wouldn’t have felt stifled. 
So I did my PGDM from 
NIFT, Delhi, worked in 
exports - until I arrived in 
the field of Instructional 
Design where I discovered 
the heady combination of 
creativity and logic. 

In 2004, I started out on 
my own - as an instruction-
al design consultant and as 
an artist. Internet helped 
me present my work to art-
lovers outside India, and I 
began receiving art commis-
sions from individuals, orga-
nizations, and publications 

from around the world. In 
the last fifteen years, I’ve 
been working tirelessly to 
create a timeless expression 
of the emotional continuum, 
which doesn’t belong to any 
place and any one person - 
or in other words, belongs to 
all of us, everywhere.
Q: What is the significance of the 
name Revelations?
A: This selection is called 
Revelations because it com-
prises some of my most 
complex works - paintings 
that conceal layers of emo-
tional connections that are 
revealed when the viewer 
dwells upon the paintings 
to discover the reflection of 
one’s own experiences in 
those layers.

My works are born as ful-
ly-formed, vividly colored 
visions. I don’t go looking for 
inspiration. When the visu-
als are born in my mind, I 
serve as their instrument 
and create their reflection 
upon the canvas. These 
works reveal themselves to 

me - as they reveal them-
selves to the viewer. This is 
why this selection of works 
is called Revelations.
Q. Please give a brief description 
about your present Art Exhibi-
tion at Lalit Kala Academy
A: In this show, I’m present-
ing about twenty oil paint-
ings and around a dozen 
pen and ink artworks. The 
oil paintings range from 2ft x 
3ft to 5ft x 6ft in dimensions 
and the pen and ink draw-
ings are around 1ft x 1.5ft.
My oil paintings are as vivid 
as the world we live in. My 
colors aren’t deliberate and 
so I don’t limit or control 
when and how they would 
appear on my canvas. If they 
appear in my vision, they 
appear in the painting. The 
human figure, in my works, 
is central - because devoid 
of symbols that anchor it in 
a place or time and through 
its twisting turning form, it 
pulls us in and makes us ex-
perience the emotions that 
define our existence. 

As I said earlier, this show 
also presents a selection of 
about a dozen of my pen and 
ink artworks. Pen and Ink 
is the medium I use when I 
am outdoors or when I am 
traveling. 

My oil paintings are usually 
quite big and so they turn me 
into an atelier painter, but I 
also like to work outdoors - a 
throwback to my childhood, 
I guess. Pen and Ink helps 
me capture the interactions 
of my feelings with nature - 
these works are born of the 
marriage between the ele-
ments of nature and what I 
see and feel. In contrast to my 
oil paintings, my pen and ink 
works use just two colors. 
The black of the ink and the 
white of the paper. 

NATYA BALLET DANCE FESTIVAL SET TO 
RETURN ON STAGE POST-COVID WITH 
CONTEMPORARY PERFORMANCES

My oil paintings are as 
vivid as the world we 
live in: Shafali R Anand

Chhattisgarh pavilion woos 
visitors at India International 
Trade Fair 2022
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Renowned singer Papon performing at the ASEAN-India Music Festival
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Myra Grover, au-
thor of the book 
“ The Evolving 

Mindset - A Psychologi-
cal Lens into 21st Century 
Youth Culture”, is a 17-year-
old student of Sardar Patel 
Vidyalaya.

Myra belongs to a gen-
eration of proactive change-
makers for whom the per-
sonal is the political and the 
political is the personal. As 
one of the youngest mem-
ber of the New Delhi Social 
Workers Association as 
well as the India Luxury 
Foundation, Myra has ac-
tively campaigned for the 
growth of sustainable prac-
tices in fashion and envi-
ronment as well as for the 
eradication of single-use 

plastic.
But what really defines 

her is the way she puts her 

heart and soul and emo-
tion into every cause -- be it 
in that of our external civic 

welfare or our mental and 
physical well-being within. 
This is the blend between 

the personal and the pro-
fessional that is the real es-
sence of today’s youth.

In this book, Myra shows 
us how the future of our de-
velopment as a nation lies 
in the futuristic thinking 
that comes with the human 
evolution that is part of the 
civilisational growth pro-
cess of every new genera-
tion that emerges in history.

Narrated through inter-
views with leaders across 
several fields and walks 
of life, this book will fea-
ture the author’s research 
through multiple conversa-
tions and interactions with 
wellness gurus and coaches 
as well as experts in other 
fields.

Some of these people 
include spiritual life and 
well-being coaches such as 
Dr Mickey Mehta as well 

as Acharya Yogi Advait Yo-
gbhushan, His Excellency 
Dr Vijay Mehta (the Con-
sul General of Romania), 
renowned psychiatrist Dr 
Jyoti Kapoor, social science 
academics such as Dr Divya 
Padmanabhan from Hong 
Kong University, Sardar 
Patel Vidyalaya’s in-house 
psychological counselors 
Asmita Nagpal and Somya 
Kukreti, as well as several 
other Indian entrepreneurs 
from the country’s rich net-
work of professionals in the 
advertising, marketing, and 
media industries.

“Age, after all, is all in the 
mindset, but it is only a uni-
versally evolving mindset 
that can lead to the holistic 
change and development 
that our society in the 21st 
century is truly seeking,” 
said Myra Grover.

wellness event

Myra Grover launches the cover 
of her book ‘the evolvinG Mindset’ 
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Mumbai-based fintech en-
trepreneur and thought 
leader, Swapnil Pawar has 
closely studied monetary 
macroeconomics since 2011 
and has launched his third 
book for serious players to 
rethink mainstream eco-
nomics. The book  titled ‘Re-
thinking Money and Capital’ 
dissects economic ideas right 
at their roots and provides 
solutions for the present 
times. The book is available 
on Amazon and Flipkart.

Additionally, Newrl is a 
‘Trust Network’ blockchain 
built for decentralized social 
finance founded by Swapnil 
Pawar. Swapnil has over 18 
years of experience in the 
intersection of technology 
and financial services. He 
is an IIT Bombay and IIM 
Ahmedabad graduate and 
is an expert in the field of 
blockchain technology, mac-
roeconomics, decentralized 
finance and quantitative in-
vesting.

The company enables in-
dividuals and small busi-
nesses to access capital 
from their communities 

using their credibility and 
tokenized assets as a collat-
eral. Newrl simplifies legally 
robust tokenization of assets 
like stocks, properties, and 
start-up equity. It also en-
ables individuals and small 
businesses to tokenize new 
forms of assets like personal 
creditworthiness, social me-
dia revenue inflows, patents, 
invoices, brands, warehouse 
receipts, etc. For illiquid as-
sets, Newrl supports a mu-
tualization mechanism to 
facilitate liquidity, also help-
ing their use as collateral in 
a loan. Newrl focuses more 
upon real-world assets, with 
backing from physical assets 
which reduces the scope of 
many types of fraud, fur-
thering the belief in the ‘trust 
network’.

Recently at Dhoomimal Gallery 
a book on Indian contemporary 
renowned artist Hemraj entitled 
A-Drishya (Art Dialogue Se-
ries-1) was released by eminent 
artists Anjolie Ela Menon and 
Jagdish Dey in the august pres-
ence of a lot of invitees and art 
lovers. This book is written by 
Abhishek Kashyap. Though he is 
not an artist or a real art lover, he 
wasn’t able to capture the pulse 
of the artist properly. 

Though his works are in ab-
stract format but if one can see 
very minutely then it can be 
revealed that there always lies 
a nostalgic feeling which is ab-
solutely of his own. The design 
elements reflected in his works 
are not attributed by the artist; 

rather those are a spontaneous 
overflow. Very controlled and 
swift swirling brush work not 
only roams about in his work 
but also includes the viewer. He 
tries to create depth and dimen-
sion by juxtaposing warm and 
cool colours like vermilion, yel-
low, blue, green and mauve and 
sometimes his brushstrokes are 
reminiscent of white birds flying 
into the open sky. Not only free 
movement of colours but also 
tonal variations and few lines 
here and there- this is the world 
of Hemraj. His paintings are as if 
to be absorbed. The tonal ranges 
of his works are really amazing. 
There are colours, tones, forms 
and above all a landscape or we 
may accept it as ‘Mindscape’. We 
see a landscape and yet don’t rec-
ognize it as one.

Landscape is the beginning of 

these works and they end up in 
abstraction. We may recognise 
his works as ‘Neo-Abstraction’. 

In a candid conversation writer 
Abhishek Kashyap said, “Hem-
raj has a deep understanding 
of the forms. These forms are 
made up of colours and a beau-
tiful combination of colours and 
shapes sometimes. His paint-
ings evoke a unique experience 
in their treatment of colour, the 
formation of shapes, tones and 
textures. His paintings are about 
wait and leisure. A certain kind 
of artistic neutrality beyond the 
mono-linearity is seen in his 
paintings creating a polymor-
phic landscape. It is hoped that 
this first book of the art-dialogue 
series of ‘India Telling’ will be 
welcomed with open arms by a 
large section of literary-artistic 
readers.”

The country’s renowned Supreme 
Court advocate, Vipul Maheshwari, 
and veteran journalist, Anil Ma-
heshwari, celebrated the success of 
their books titled “The Power of the 
Ballot: Travail and Triumph in the 
Elections” and “Ramayana Revisit-
ed: An Epic through a Legal Prism” 
at the Indian International Center in 
New Delhi. The evening began with 
author Anil Maheshwari telling a 
fascinating narrative about the in-
ception of the book “Ramayana Rev-
isted.” Furthermore, he revealed that 
Bibek Debroy and Athar Farooqui 
inspired him to write another book 
after his last one was published in 
2003, following a 15-year gap. At 
the end of his speech, he expressed 
appreciation for co-author Vipul 
Maheshwari, who assisted him in 
writing the book, and thanked Shri 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi for penning 
the prologue.

The author also said, “I am ex-
tremely elated that both the books 
have been warmly received by ev-
eryone. In spite of their hectic sched-
ules, I am very grateful that all of our 
esteemed guests were able to join us 
today to celebrate and share their 
opinions.”

Shri. Sanjeev Balyan, Minister of 
State for Animal Husbandry, Dairy-
ing, and Fisheries, Government of 
India, said, “I congratulate both 
the writers for the success of their 
books. Looking at things from a dif-

ferent point of view should always 
be welcomed.” At the event, Justice 
A.K. Patnaik, a former Judge of the 
Supreme Court of India, praised the 
books and stated, “What strikes me 
as most remarkable is the thorough-
ness with which both authors have 
explained their usage of and com-
mentary on various parts of the text.”

Abhishek Manu Singhvi, Member 
of Parliament for Rajya Sabha, also 
shared his thoughts on the books 
and said, “I appreciate both writers 
for going back to their roots. I be-
lieve in the importance of gray areas 
in life for creativity to flourish. The 
second book talks about the differ-
ence between rule and reality in the 
real world, which is very important 
to understand.”

Vivek Tankha, Member of Parlia-
ment for Rajya Sabha, added, “Look-

ing at the Ramayan as the backdrop 
of the Indian Penal Code sounds un-
conventional, but I always believe in 
freedom of thought process.”

The keynote speaker at the event, 
author, and motivational speaker 
Shiv Khera, took to the stage and 
made the evening joyful with his wit-
ty comments. He noted that “writ-
ers have tried to convey through 
anecdotes that it’s a wake-up call to 
strengthen the power of the ballot.”

Lastly, Vipul Maheshwari gave a 
vote of thanks and commented, “It 
is an indescribably great feeling that 
our books have garnered so many 
praises. I would like to thank all the 
respective judges, my colleagues at 
the bar, my colleagues in politics, 
and my friends. I really appreciate 
it, and I thank you all for taking time 
out of your busy schedules to be here 

with us at this event and celebrate the 
success of our books while making 
this evening memorable. I feel that 
without your support, guidance, and 
blessing, I could not have completed 
this task of writing these books. 
Your presence has indeed infused 
life into the occasion—to celebrate 
the success of the two books. When 
I started the first book, I was clueless. 
My co-author helped me explore my 
writing skills. And I enjoyed this in-
trusion into my otherwise hectic life 
as a lawyer. I request that all my well-
wishers keep supporting me in my 
future endeavours. I would also like 
to thank my publisher and my team 
for organizing this event and mak-
ing it a success. I am overwhelmed 
by the praises heaped on me by Mr. 
Tankha, Dr. Singhvi, Shiv Khera, and 
my dear friend Sanjeev Balyan.”

Valley of Words Interna-
tional Literature and Arts 
festival witnessed 100 au-
thors, 40 sessions, 9 book 
launches on 12 and 13 No-
vember 2022.

One of the most interest-
ing and watched out ses-
sion of the festival was the 
Vox Populi Parliamentar-
ians Debate, where public 
representatives participat-
ed in an engaging dialogue 
and free-wheeling debate.

The panelists - Dr Ashok 
Bajpai (BJP), Vivek Krish-

na Tankha( INC), Sant Bal-
bir Seechewal(AAP), Prof. 
Manoj Kumar Jha(RJD), 
Dr. Amar Patnaik(BJD), 
K. Keshava Rao(TRS), 
Dr. V. Sivadasan( CPIM), 
and Lavu Sri Krishna 
Devarayalu(YSRC) ex-
pressed important in-
sights with respect to chal-
lenges and  opportunities 
relating to the topic ‘A 
double digit growth is only 
possible with urbaniza-
tion!?’. The context setting 
was presented by Rajeev 
Ranjan Srivastava, Group 
Editor at Deshbandhu 
newspaper and DB Live.

The session was curated 
by academician, author, 
social entrepreneur Dr 
Amna. Pointing towards 
the significance of this 
segment Dr Amna said 
that it’s good that we had 
a diverse panel of MPs to 
express their views in a 
meaningful format. She 
added that our life needs 
creative inputs wherein 
artistic aspects are impor-
tant and deliberations, 
ideas of public represen-
tatives adds new dimen-
sions to our understand-
ing of the present and 
future.

third book

neo-abstraction

huGe success iMportant insiGht

‘Rethinking 
Money and 
Capital’ provides 
solutions for the 
present times

‘A-Drishya’ unfolds conversation with Indian 
contemporary artist Hemraj

I appreciate both writers for going back 
to their roots: Abhishek Manu Singhvi

representatives enGaGe in a 
free-wheelinG debate at vox 
populi parliaMentarians debate
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Myra Grover launches the cover of her book ‘The Evolving Mindset’ at the biggest wellness event.

From Left to Right: Artist Hemraj, Author Abhishek Kashyap, Indian artist 
Anjolie Ela Menon, Uma Jain, Uday Jain Director of Dhoomimal Gallery and 
Sunaina Jain.

Success party of the books authored by Vipul Maheshwari and Anil Maheshwari.

Swapnil Pawar
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HOCKEY

Harmanpreet Singh, the 
captain of the national 
hockey team labelled Aus-
tralia as the best team to 
play against as part of their 
preparations, heading into 
the World Cup in January 
2023. Calling the series an 
ideal preparation, the cap-
tain said that the Aussie 
team is the best and play-
ing against them will help 
in their preparation for the 
FIH 2023 World Cup to be 
played in India. He also 
called the series an oppor-
tunity to test the strategies 
that they have in mind.

“One of the best teams to 
play with before the World 
Cup. Good opportunity 
to try new things. What 

works for us and what does 
not,” Harmanpreet Singh 
said .

India is scheduled to play 
a five-match Test series 
from November 26 to De-
cember 4 against Australia 
in Adelaide. This will be the 
Indian men’s hockey team’s 
first trip since visiting Ar-
gentina last year, and its 
first visit to Australia since 
May 2019.

The Australian men’s 
hockey team is ranked first 
in the world, while India 
is placed fifth. This will be 
their first match since the 
Commonwealth Games 
2022 final, which Austra-
lia won.

Talking about the previ-
ously deployed strategy 
against the Australian team 
and the fresh strategy that 

the team will look to apply 
he said, “We usually play 
full press and fifty, but we 
are trying 65 and man-
to-man play, focusing on 
where we create positions 
to steal the ball from them. 
Overall we can’t change too 

many things heading into 
the World Cup.”

Harmanpreet,26, has 
been crucial in team In-
dia’s recent success in the 
Tokyo Olympics and Com-
monwealth Games and 
was awarded for his per-

formance as he was named 
the team’s captain.

He talked about their 
goal in the coming major 
tournaments and stated 
that the team is taking one 
game at a time, with focus 
on the World Cup that will 
be played in India.

“We often talk about the 
World Cup in our team and 
our mindset is that even a 
practice match can help 
us get better. All matches 
before the World Cup are 
important. We have our fo-
cus on the World Cup and 
then the Asia Cup after 
which comes the Olympics. 
We want to perform step 
by step in major tourna-
ments. Since World Cup is 
in India, we want to make 
India proud,” expressed 
the drag-flicker.

STAGGERED RETIREMENT

 ATP FINALS

Australia pacer Mitchell 
Starc believes that Test 
cricket is “far above” the 
other formats and to ensure 
he can continue his red-ball 
career, he suggested a stag-
gered white-ball retirement.

Even though Australia ulti-
mately prevailed, the margin 
of victory was insufficient, 
which enabled England to 
advance to the semi-finals 
when they defeated Sri Lan-
ka later in the day. After their 
World Cup performance, the 
hosts had to leave the compe-
tition, and Starc’s exclusion 
became a topic of discussion. 
After getting a four-wicket 
haul in Australia’s win over 
England in the second ODI 
on Saturday, the bowler said 
he doesn’t think playing 
three formats is something 
that he can [continue] for a 
long period of time moving 
forward.

Starc will be essential to 
Australia’s preparations 
for the 50-over World Cup, 
which will be held in India 
the following year. He also 
hopes to compete in the 
2024 World Cup, but these 
two competitions could put 
a stop to his desire to partici-
pate in the white-ball format 
because he has already made 
it clear that he wants to con-
serve energy for Test cricket.

“Tests always first...far 

above white-ball [cricket]. 
I’ll decide on the rest as I 
go, where my body is at and 
how I feel about it. I would 
love to, selection and form 
pending, continue playing 
Test cricket as long as I can,” 
ESPNcricinfo quoted Aus-
tralia pacer Mitchell Starc as 
saying.

“It’s certainly impossible 
at the moment to play ev-
ery game as a three-format 
player. We’ve seen that over 

the last few years, sometimes 
there are two Australian 
teams playing at the same 
time in different continents 
in different formats. They 
see a break and put a series 
on. I think having those 
periods of time to rest may 
help me keep bowling at de-
cent speeds for a period of 
time. I don’t think playing 
three formats is something I 
can [continue] for a long pe-
riod of time moving forward 
now,” Starc added.

Many believe that Starc’s 
decision to skip the IPL has 
impeded his development as 
a T20 bowler. But he doesn’t 
regret it because the relax-
ation and break have greatly 
improved his performance 
in Test cricket, which is still 
his top goal.

“It may have [hampered 
T20 bowling] but if I’d gone 
there, having no break and 
playing 12 months of the 
year, what does that affect? 
Do I break down? Does it af-

fect my red-ball cricket? You 
can’t just sit there and go ‘he 
should go to the IPL’ because 
he’d be a better T20 bowler. 
What’s the downside of that? 
Do I give away a format of the 
game because I’m playing 12 
months of the year? In my 
mind, I don’t regret any of 
those decisions not to go. I 
wouldn’t change it,” said the 
Australian pacer.

“I feel like particularly last 
year if I take my Test cricket 
from the last 12-18 months, 
and how that’s benefited 
from the break that I’ve had 
through IPL periods, that’s 
paid for itself I guess. It’s al-
ways been my decision, and 
that is part of the reason that 
I do it, to give myself that 
break physically and men-
tally. And the other side of 
it is to see and spend time 
with my wife [Alyssa Healy] 
away from cricket. It’s hard 
enough juggling one cricket 
schedule, let alone two,” he 
added. 

TESTS ALWAYS FAR ABOVE WHITE-BALL 
CRICKET: MITCHELL STARC

Australia pacer Mitchell Starc 

 YOUTH WORLD BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Vishwanath, Vanshaj among 8 more 
boxers to advance into quarters

Eight more Indian boxers, 
led by reigning Asian Youth 
Champions Vishwanath 
Suresh and Vanshaj pro-
gressed into the quarter-
final on the fifth day of the 
2022 IBA Youth Men and 
Women’s World Boxing 
Championships in La Nu-
cia, Spain.

Vishwanath (48kg) was 
up against Attrativo Sal-
vatore of Italy in the pre-
quarterfinal bout. Chennai 
boy Vishwanath produced 
a clinical performance and 
showed his smart footwork 
and speed to convincingly 
win the bout 5-0. 

Vanshaj (63.5kg), who 
hails from Sonipat, faced 
Spain’s Kakulov Enrique in 
the round-of-16 match. The 
Indian boxer displayed his 
power and technical superi-
ority to blank his opponent 
5-0 and move to the next 
round.

Jadumani Singh (51kg), 
Ashish (54kg) and Deepak 

(75kg) were the other three 
men boxers to win their 
bouts unanimously and 
move to the last-8 stage. 
Jadumani and Ashish got 
the better of Spain’s Jimenez 
Asier and Pamisa Eijay of 
Philippines respectively 
while Deepak defeated Ar-

gentina’s Leiva Antonio.
In the women’s section, 

Bhawna Sharma (48kg) 
and Asian Youth Champion 
Tamanna (50kg) won their 
respective bouts against Po-
land’s Oliwia Zuzanna and 
Finland’s Pia Jarvinen by 
RSC verdict and advanced 
to the quarter-final.

In the 54kg pre-quarter fi-
nal bout, Griviya Devi over-
came Romania’s Ana Maria 
Romantov’s challenge to 
secure a 5-0 verdict in her 
favour.

Aman Rathore (67kg) was 
the lone Indian pugilist to 
end up on the losing side as 
he lost 2-3 to Iraq’s Yousif 
Hussein in a close bout.

Five Indians, including 
two men, will be in action 
in the last-16 stage on the 
sixth day of the tournament. 
Devika Ghorpade (52kg), 
Preeti Dahiya (57kg) and 
Mahak Sharma (66kg) will 
fight in the women’s section.

Sahil Chauhan (71kg) and 
Bharat Joon (92kg) will take 
the ring in the men’s section. 

Indian boxer Vishwanath 
Suresh

FIFA WC 2022

WC: Woes continue 
for France as Karim 
Benzema ruled out 

French football star Karim 
Benzema has been ruled 
out of the FIFA World Cup 
2022 in Qatar after suffering 
a muscle tear in his left thigh, 
which forced him to leave the 
training session on Saturday.

The Ballon d’Or winner’s 
injury was confirmed by 
French Football Federation 
(FFF), as per Sky Sports. 
“Karim Benzema is out of 
the World Cup. After hurt-
ing the quadriceps on his left 
thigh the Real Madrid striker 
is forced to give up on taking 
part in the World Cup,” said 
FFF in a statement.

Benzema was taking part in 
his first full training session 
when he had to come off after 
some pain in his left thigh.

“He went for an MRI scan 
in a hospital (clinic) in Doha, 

which unfortunately con-
firmed a tear,” the FFF added.

Benzema later wrote on 
Instagram: “In my life I have 
never given up but tonight I 
have to think about the team, 
as I have always done, so rea-
son tells me to leave my place 
to someone who can help our 
group make a good World 
Cup. Thank you for all your 
messages of support.”

France coach Didier De-
schamps added: “I am ex-
tremely sad for Karim who 
had made this World Cup a 
major objective. Despite this 
new blow for the French 
team, I have full confidence 
in my group. We will do ev-
erything to meet the huge 
challenge that awaits us.”

Ever since he clinched 
his maiden Ballon d’Or last 
month, Benzema has played 
less than 30 minutes for Real 
Madrid.

Ruud races past Rublev in 
Turin, sets Djokovic title clash

World No. 4 Casper Ruud 
produced a ruthless semi-
finals performance on Satur-
day at the ATP Finals, where 
the Norwegian dispatched 
Andrey Rublev 6-2, 6-4 
in Turin to set a title clash 
against Novak Djokovic.

Ruud struck the ball with 
consistency and power and 
was crucial at key moments 
as he converted four of four 
break points to proceed to 
a comfortable triumph at 
the Pala Alpitour. The Nor-
wegian held firm to seal his 
place in the summit clash 
of the ATP Finals in just 69 
minutes. It’s tough some-
times because things are 

obviously going great, but 
sometimes they can go al-
most too well. So you feel like 
you can do anything with the 
ball and you can get a little bit 
ahead of yourself,” ATP.com 
quoted Ruud as saying after 
his triumph.

“I don’t think I did when I 
was serving for it [the first 
time]. Andrey hit some great 

returns, aggressive with 
the forehand. Of course, 
you tend to hesitate a little 
bit. Luckily for me, I go out 
there at 5-4 and serve with 
new balls, so that helps a lot. 
I knew that I had the backup 
break. I wasn’t stressing too 
much. Everything sort of 
was going my way today,” 
he further added.

World No. 4 Casper Ruud 
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 FIFA WORLD CUP 2022

ENNER VALENCIA’S BRACE HELPS 
ECUADOR BEAT HOSTS QATAR 2-0
Enner Valencia scored 

a brace to help Ec-
uador defeat Qatar 

in the opening game of the 
2022 FIFA World Cup at the 
Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, 
Qatar on Sunday.

The group A game saw 
the hosts being dominated 
by the South Americans, 
with the match seeing the 
maiden instance where the 
opening goal of a World Cup 
was scored through a pen-
alty kick. Ecuador’s captain 
Enner Valencia set the FIFA 
World Cup on fire with a 
goal within three minutes 
of the football extravaganza 
kicking off. The striker re-
ceived the ball off a kick by 
Felix Torres and headed it 
into the net, sending the Ec-
uadorian fans into festivity.

However, the celebration 
was short-lived as the refer-
ee ruled the goal as off-side. 
A VAR check confirmed 
that the goal was off-side.

Ecuador kept on attacking 
and kept possession of the 
ball with them, while the 
Qatari players seemed to be 
chasing the ball.

Valencia made a superb 
run in the 16th minute of 

the match inching towards 
the goal but a tackle from 
Qatar’s goalkeeper Al Sheeb 
saw him going down and 
winning a penalty for his 
team.

Sheeb was given a yellow 
for his tackle on Valencia by 
the goalkeeper and a penalty 
was also awarded to Ecua-
dor.

The Ecuador captain was 
spot on with the penalty 
kick as he sent the ball into 

the right-bottom corner, 
scoring his fourth career 
World Cup goal and giv-
ing his team a 1-0 lead over 
hosts Qatar.

Qatar players found it dif-
ficult to settle down against 
the South-American team 
as the team lost possession 
continuously, failing to pass 
the ball cleanly. Another yel-
low card for Qatar came to 
Almoez Ali for his tackle on 
the Ecuadorian captain.

Ecuador continued to 
dominate the hosts and 
scored again through Valen-
cia in the 31st minute.

Right-back Angelo Precia-
do sent a brilliant cross from 
the left and the Ecuadorian 
captain guided the head to 
perfection at the bottom left 
corner of the net with his 
head, scoring his second 
goal of the match.

There was another check 
for offside after the second 

goal but the decision came 
in the favour of Ecuador as 
they took a 2-0 lead over 
Qatar.

Seeing Valencia creating 
trouble for Qatar, the hosts 
started to guard the player 
often bringing him down 
with their tackles. Qatar’s 
Karim Boudiaf was given 
the yellow card for his tackle 
on none other than Valencia. 
Valencia kept taking the hits 
and had to walk off the field 

in the 43rd minute, after get-
ting hit on his knee.

Qatar had a superb chance 
to score a goal in the dying 
minutes of the first half but 
the chance went begging as 
Almoez Ali could not get 
clean contact with the ball.

The first half ended with 
Qatar trailing 0-2 in their 
first match of the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup.

Qatar seemed better with 
their passing in the second 
half with a few threatening 
runs but lacked the finishing 
touches.

They played better foot-
ball in the second half but 
did not look like scoring, 
not posing any significant 
danger to Ecuador.

Qatar came close to scor-
ing in the 86th minute with 
Mohammed Muntari mak-
ing an excellent run and tak-
ing a shot at the goal, miss-
ing by a few inches.

Neither of the team was 
able to score in the second 
half with the match ending 
with a scoreline of 2-0 in Ec-
uador’s favour.

With this win, Ecuador 
became the first team to beat 
the host nation in the open-
ing match of the World Cup 
in the 92-year history of the 
tournament.
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Ecuador team players celebrate after scoring a goal during the match against Qatar during FIFA World Cup 2022, at Al Bayt Stadium, 
in Al Khor on Sunday.



INSTRUMENTAL IN WIN

I’m enjoying batting
this way, says SkY

A f t e r  I n d i a 
registered a 
commanding 
win over New 
Zealand, ‘Man 
of the Match’ 
Suryakumar 

Ya d a v  e x -
pressed his hap-

piness with the 
way he’s batting at 

the moment.
Suryakumar carried 

his rich vein of form 
forward as he slammed 

the second hundred of his 
T20I career during the sec-

ond T20I of the three-match 
series against New Zealand 

in Mount Maunganui on Sun-
day. With this win, Team India 

have gained a 1-0 lead in the 
three-match series. Suryakumar’s 

batting masterclass of unbeaten 111 
and Deepak Hooda’s four-wicket haul 

helped India bundle out New Zealand 
for 126 runs to clinch the second match 

by 65 runs in the three-match T20I series 
here at Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui on 

Sunday.
“The plan was clear when I went into bat. 

At the 12th/13th over, we thought about bat-
ting deep and getting around 170-175 was a 
par score. Secret (behind his freak shots) is 
about the intent and you need to enjoy your-
self. I’m enjoying batting this way, I’ve been 

doing the same thing in the nets, all practice 
sessions and going out [to the middle], all 
these things happening, I’m very happy with 
that,” Suryakumar said in a post-match pre-
sentation.

“It’s also about the work you do in the prac-
tice sessions. It’s a great feeling coming here, 
having a full game and going 1-0 in the series 
feels good. I feel that I didn’t think too much 
about what was happening. Just had my game 
plan and it worked well. Fantastic crowd 
here,” he added.

Suryakumar took just 49 balls to bring up 
his ton in the penultimate over of India’s in-
nings. He smashed a four and a six after that 
but couldn’t get a strike in the final over as In-
dia managed a total of 191/6 in 20 overs. Yadav 
remained unbeaten on 111 from 51 deliveries, 
an innings consisting of 11 fours and seven 
huge sixes. 
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 TABLE TENNIS

MY AIM IS TO WIN MEDAL IN OLYMPICS: MANIKA  

Manika Batra’s bronze medal 
at the ITTF-ATTU Asian Cup 
tournament on Saturday have 
raised expectations for her win-
ning a medal at the Olympics 
which is going to take place in 
Paris in 2024. The star Indian 
paddler is not taking too much 
pressure and wants to keep her 
focus. “I think the Olympics is 
not too far away it will come soon 
and of course, my aim is to win a 
medal over there but like I always 
say that I will focus on short-
term goals but my main focus is 
to win a medal in Olympics and 
beat top players over there so it is 
important to keep on focusing on 
my upcoming tournaments. So, 
I will just keep on going step by 
step and let’s see what happens 
there. I will always give my best 
for my country and winning and 
losing are a part of the game. In 
Commonwealth Games, it did 
come but this tournament meant 
really something to me. I will just 
keep on going like this and per-
forming my best,” said Manika 
Batra while speaking to ANI.

Manika beating some top Asian 
paddlers like world no. 7 Chen 
Xingtong of China in the open-

ing round followed by beating 
world no. 6 defeating Hina Hay-
ata of Japan has made her one of 
the favourites to win a medal at 

the Asian Games which will be 
played in Hangzhou.

“I think I will keep working 
hard but I will just focus on the 

upcoming back-to-back tourna-
ments. I have to start training 
immediately after returning. I 
will just focus on that but Asian 
Games is a big tournament so 
there also I will give my best like 
I have been doing. I will keep on 
focusing on my practice and put 
the hard work that I have been 
putting in my training. I will just 
keep going on,” said Manika.

The 27-year-old Manika has 
a lot to achieve in the coming 
years and the star Indian table 
tennis player is looking forward 
to giving her best to win medals 
in major sporting events like the 
Olympics and Asian Games.

“I will just give my best and try 
to win a medal over there but I 
don’t want to pressure myself 
like this but yes I will just give my 
100 per cent. Of course, a player 
just does not go there to play. It 
is their hard work which people 
don’t know. When I go there I 
will give my best for my country 
and for myself and those who 
are supporting me,” said Manika 
Batra. Manika Batra’s historic 
feat has increased the expecta-
tions of Indian fans and indeed 
this win will boost her morale 
and confidence for the upcoming 
Asian Games scheduled in China  
next year.
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ATP FINALS

DJOKOVIC 1ST TO FEATURE IN TITLE CLASH ACROSS 3 DECADES

Serbian tennis star Novak 
Djokovic is the only player 
in the history of the sport to 
reach the summit clash of 
the men’s singles category in 
the ATP Finals tournament 
in three different decades.

Djokovic accomplished 
this landmark after his win 
over America’s Taylor Fritz 
in the semifinal of the pres-
tigious year-ending event. 
He has reached the final of 
the event in decades of the 
2000s, 2010s and 2020s.

Djokovic first reached 
the final during the 2008 
event in Shangai, which he 
won after defeating Nikolay 
Davydenko.

Djokovic later went on to 
win the competition four 
consecutive times in 2012, 

2013, 
2014 and 
2015.

He also 
reached 
the final 
in  2016 
and 2018, 

losing 
t o  A n dy 

Murray and 
Alexander 
Zverev re-
spectively.

Coming to 
the match, 
Djokovic 
p a s s e d  a 
stern semis 
t e s t ,  d e -
feating the 
American 
by 7-6(5), 

7-6(6). He is now just one 
win away from equalling 
Swiss legend Roger Feder-

er’s record of six titles at the 
prestigious event that con-
cludes the season.

Djokovic broke to love in 
the fifth game of the first set 
against Fritz in order to build 
some early pressure. But the 
American leveled the scores 
3-3. Both players struggled 
to find their top form and 
Djokovic managed to pro-
duce a moment of brilliance 
on set point with an amazing 
forehand winner that helped 
him clinch the tie-break. 
Fritz was aggressive in the 
second set, breaking his op-
ponent in the opening game. 
A missed backhand from 
Fritz at 5-4, 30/30 proved to 
be instrumental in changing 
the match. Djokovic capital-
ised to reclaim the break be-
fore securing another win in 
a tie-break, clinching the first 
spot in the final. 
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Suryakumar Yadav’s 
batting masterclass 
of unbeaten 111 and 

Deepak Hooda’s four-
wicket haul helped India 
bundle out New Zealand 
for 126 runs to clinch the 
second match by 65 runs in 
the three-match T20I series 
here at Bay Oval in Mount 
Maunganui on Sunday.

Suryakumar was the 
top-scorer for India as he 
slammed 111 runs in just 51 
balls while Ishan Kishan 
scored 36 off 31. Hooda 
delivered a stunning spell 
conceding just 10 runs in 
his four overs while bagging 
four wickets haul, dismiss-
ing Daryl Mitchell, Adam 
Milne, Ish Sodhi and Tim 
Southee. Defending a com-
petitive target of 192, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar struck on 
the second ball of the chase 
as he dismissed Finn Allen 
for two balls duck.

The right-handed batter 
and captain Kane William-
son then came out to bat and 
the batter kept piling runs 

along with the opener Dev-
on Conway. In the 7th over 
of the innings, Williamson 
hammered Washington 
Sundar for 17 runs while 
slamming back-to-back 
one four and a six. 
However, Sundar 
made a stun-
ning come-
back as he 
bagged 
the 
wicket 
of well-set 
batter Devon 
Conway 25 off 21.

Glenn Phillips then 
came out to bat and the 
batter slammed a four on the 
very first ball he faced but his 
stint at the crease did not last 
long as he was dismissed by 
Yuzvendra Chahal for 12 off 
6. At that point, New Zea-
land were tottering at 70/3. 
The right-handed batter 
Daryl Mitchell then came 
out to bat.

New Zealand batters 
looked helpless in front of 
great spells of Indian bowl-
ers as they binded Kiwis 
from scoring runs. Deepak 
Hooda then gave New Zea-

land another blow as he sent 
Mitchell packing for 10 off 11 
in the 13th over of the 
game.

James 
Neesham then 

came out to bat 
but could not 

do much as 
he fell to a 

three-ball 
duck. 

Wil-

liam-
s o n  t h e n 
tried to handle 
struggling New 
Zealand as he pulled 
some boundaries to ease the 
pressure. Even in the pres-
sure situation New Zealand 
skipper Williamson stand 
strong in front of the Indian 
bowling attack he slammed 
a much-needed fifty in 48 

balls.
In 

the 18th 
over of the in-

nings, Williamson 
slammed one six and 

four but his stint at the 
crease was cut short as he 
was sent back to 
the pavilion by 
Mohammed 
Siraj after play-
ing a stunning 
knock of 61 
off 52. In the 
19th over of the 
game, Hooda 
struck thrice as 

he dismissed Ish Sodhi, Tim 
Southee and Adam Milne. 
India folded New Zealand 
for 126 in 18.5 over to win the 
match by 65 runs.

Earlier, Suryakumar’s 
batting masterclass of un-
beaten 111 guided India to 
a competitive total of 191/6 

against New Zealand in 
the second game 
of the three-
match T20I se-
ries here at Bay 
Oval in Mount 
Maunganui 
on Sunday. 

2ND T20 INTERNATIONAL
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Sachin Tendulkar

 LITTLE MASTER’S MILESTONE

This day, 13 yrs ago, 
Sachin achieved this 
feat in int’l cricket

On this day in 2009, leg-
endary Indian batter Sa-
chin Tendulkar became 
the first-ever batter to 
cross the 30,000-run 
mark in international 
cricket.

Te n du l k a r  b e c a m e 
the only player to have 
reached this landmark 
during his side’s first 
Test against Sri Lanka at 
Ahmedabad. The series 
consisted of three Test 
matches. In the match, 
Sachin was dismissed for 
four runs in the first in-
nings by Chanaka Welege-
dara. However, the Little 
Master bounced back to 
score a 100* off 211 balls 
with 11 fours.

The match ended in a 
draw. By the time Sachin 
ended his career, he had 
scored 34,357 runs in 664 
international appearances 
across 782 innings at an 
average of 48.52. He had 
struck 100 centuries (only 
batter to do so) and 164 fif-
ties as well.

His total of 34,357 inter-
national runs is a moun-
tain that none of the fellow 
teammates/players of his 
time and the current play-
er has climbed.

Players of his era like Sri 
Lanka’s Kumar Sangakara 
(28,016), Australian great 
Ricky Ponting (27,483), 
Sri Lankan batter Mahela 
Jayawardene (25,957) and 
South African all-rounder 
Jacques Kallis (25,534) re-
tired from the sport with-
out touching the 30,000 
run mark.

Some of  his  team-
mates like Rahul Dravid 
(24,208), former skipper 
Sourav Ganguly (18575), 
MS Dhoni (17,266) and Vi-
render Sehwag (17,253) fell 
way too short of the mark 
Sachin achieved on this 
day in 2009.

Currently, it is only In-
dia’s star batter Virat 
Kohli, often compared to 
Tendulkar, who is chas-
ing his batting idol. He has 
24,426 international runs 
in 479 matches at an aver-
age of 53.92, with 71 centu-
ries and 129 fifties.

SKY BECOMES 2ND INDIAN 
TO  ACHIEVE THIS RECORD!
Mount Maunganui: Star Indian batter 
Suryakumar Yadav on Sunday became the 
second Indian batter after Rohit Sharma to 
score two centuries in T20Is during a calendar 
year. The batter accomplished this feat during 
his side’s second T20 against New Zealand at 
Mount Maunganui. In the match, Suryakumar 
destroyed the Kiwi bowling lineup with his 
fearlessly batting, smashing an unbeaten 111 
in just 51 balls with help of 11 fours and seven 
sixes. He struck the ball at an astonishing 
strike rate of 217.64. Earlier this year in July, 
Suryakumar had smashed 117 off 55 balls 
against England in Nottingham, consisting of 
14 fours and six sixes. Back in 2018, Rohit had 
smashed two centuries that year. He scored 
100* against England in Bristol and 111* 
against West Indies in Lucknow. 
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SURYA SHINES AS INDIA RECORD 
BIGGEST-EVER T20I WIN IN NZ SOIL
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 FIFA WORLD CUP

VP REACHES 
DOHA TO ATTEND 
INAUGURATION 
CEREMONY

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar arrived 
at Hamad International Airport in Doha to 
represent India at the inauguration of the 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar on Sunday.

Dhankhar is on a two-day visit to Qatar 
at the invitation of Sheikh Tamim bin Ha-
mad Al Thani, Emir of the State of Qatar. 
The Ambassador of India to the State of Qa-
tar Deepak Mittal and other senior officials 
from the ministry of foreign affairs from 
Qatar’s side received the Vice President. 
After arriving at the airport, he departed for 
Hotel Grand Hyatt where he is staying dur-
ing the visit. In the evening he will arrive at 
Al Bayt Stadium to attend the inauguration 
of the FIFA World Cup.

The Vice President will also attend the 
inaugural match between Qatar and Ecua-
dor. On the second day of his visit, he will 
interact with prominent members of the In-
dian community and visit Qatar National 
Museum. He will also be interacting with 
members of Indian community organiza-
tions working for migrant Indian workers 
and members of ‘Rajasthan Parivar Qatar’.

After addressing the Indian community, 
he will depart for the hotel, and from there 
he will reach to the airport.  
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