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booked under UAPA: Police
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At least 162 killed, 6,500 injured in 
Indonesia earthquake

Naxals set ablaze 5 vehicles, 
4 mobile towers in Chhattisgarh

Family confirms Aradhana’s 
clothes, other belongings 

man kills daughtEr, policE 
rEcovEr Body in suitcasE 

Congress MLA in MP booked for rape 

The accused Sharik in the 
Mangaluru auto-rickshaw 
explosion case, has been ear-
lier involved in cases under 

UAPA and was on the run. 
The accused has also links 
with a terrorist organisa-
tion which is having a global 
presence, Karnataka ADGP 
Alok Kumar Monday said. 
“We can say that the accused 

acts have been inspired and 
influenced by some terrorist 
organisation which is having 
a global presence. So, it is 
due to that,” the Karnataka 
ADGP said.

The controversial comment of Maharashtra 
Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari on Monday 
put the BJP further on the mat. Breaking the 
silence for the first time, Eknath Shinde 
group demanded the resignation of the Gov-
ernor. 

As the situation started becoming out of 
control, the Union Minister Nitin Gadkari 
stepped in to say “Shivaji Maharaj is our god...

We revere him even more than our parents,” 
Earlier, an MLA from Maharashtra’s rul-

ing Sena faction Sanjay Gaikwad said, “Ship 
him out.” He said, “The Governor should 
understand that the ideals of Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj never age and he cannot be 
compared to any other great person in the 
world,” Sanjay Gaikwad said.
“I request all the central leaders of BJP that 
a Governor who does not know the history 
of this place or how it functions -- there will 
be no benefit in keeping such a person... 

Under Rozgar Mela, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
will distribute about 71,000 
appointment letters to newly 
inducted recruits on Tues-
day. 

Prime Minister will also 
address these appointees on 
the occasion via videocon-
ferencing, Prime Minister’s 
Office said in a statement on 
Monday. The Rozgar Mela 
is a step towards the fulfill-
ment of the commitment of 

At least 162 people died in 
an earthquake that hit In-
donesia’s main island Java 

on Monday, Channel News 
Asia reported citing an In-
donesian government official.
In the morning, a shallow 5.4 
magnitude earthquake hits 
Indonesia’s western province 

of West Java, according to 
the United States Geological 
Survey (USGS). The earth-
quake’s epicentre was on 
land in Cianjur, about 75km 
southeast of Jakarta, and at a 

depth of 10km. 
According to CNA citing 

several reports, stated that 
around 6,500 people were 
injured in the West Java town. 

The Supreme Court on Monday said 
that the Morbi Bridge collapse inci-
dent which claimed over 140 lives was 

an “enormous tragedy” and asked the 
Gujarat High Court which is already 
hearing a suo motu case on the same 
issue, to hold periodical hearings. 
“It is an enormous tragedy and this 
will require weekly monitoring to see 

the award of contract, credential of the 
party awarded the contract, attribu-
tion of responsibility for those guilty,” 
observed a bench of Chief Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud and Justice Hima Kohli. 

A group of Naxalites set 
ablaze as many as five vehi-
cles and four mobile towers 
in Antagarh region of Chhat-
tisgarh’s Kanker district 

on the intervening night of 
Sunday and Monday. 
According to the Kanker 

Superintendent of Police, 
Shalabh Sinha, the Naxals 
created havoc in the Koya-
libeda region as they set 
ablaze the mobile network 

towers in two areas, and 
a bus in a region, and also 
blocked a highway. In the 
first incident, the Naxals set a 
mobile tower ablaze in PV 45 
village, followed by blocking 
the Antagarh-Narayanpur 

In the wake of the horrific 
Shraddha Walker murder 
case in the national capi-
tal, another similar case 
has come to light in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Azamgarh, 
where  main accused 
chopped the body of a 
woman and also beheaded 
her. The body parts were 

disposed off in distant loca-
tions.

According to the Aza-
mgarh Police, they have 
recovered the body of the 
deceased who was identi-
fied as Aradhana Prajapati, 
from Paschim Patti village 
under the Ahraula police 
station of Azamgarh dis-
trict, while the main ac-
cused in the case, identified 
as Prince Yadav, has been 

arrested.
The family of the deceased 

confirmed that the recov-
ered pieces of clothes and 
other materials belonged to 
Aradhana. 

Brother of the deceased, 
Sunil Prajapati said that his 
sister used to go out for two-
three days earlier, however, 
they filed a police complaint 
when she did not return for 

In another horrifying case 
of ‘honour killing, a 22-year-
old Delhi girl was killed by 
her father. The body of the 
girl was found inside a suit-
case near the Yamuna Ex-
pressway in Uttar Pradesh›s 
Mathura last week.

T h e  g i r l  A a y u s h i 
Chaudhary›s parents have 
been arrested for murder, 

Mathura Police informed 
media on Monday. Aayushi 
was pursuing a Bachelor of 
Computer Application in 
Delhi. She had married a 
man named Chhatrapal, 
from another caste, without 
telling her family.

Nitesh Yadav, father of 
Aayushi, allegedly shot his 
daughter dead. He was furi-
ous that Aayushi had “gone 
out for some days” without 

Congress MLA and former 
Madhya Pradesh minister 
Umang Singar has been 
booked for allegedly men-
tally harassing and raping a 
woman, who claims to be his 
wife, in Madhya Pradesh’s 

Dhar district, an official said 
on Monday. 

The woman has alleged 
that Singhar repeatedly 
raped her against her will 
on the pretext of marriage 
in the past, adding that she 
was also mentally harassed 
by the MLA. According to 
the police FIR when the 

woman told Singhar that 
she would lodge a complaint 
against him then he married 
her on 16 April this year in 
Bhopal. 

After the wedding, Sing-
har’s behaviour changed 
and he started assaulting 
her physically and mentally. 

nia arrEsts 
BaBBar khalsa 
tErrorist 
From dElhi 
airport
NEW DELHI: The 
NIA has arrested the 
most-wanted terrorist 
Kulwinderjit Singh alias 
Khanpuria, who has 
been associated with 
terrorist outfits like 
Babbar Khalsa Inter-
national and Khalistan 
Liberation Force. 
Having a bounty of Rs 
5 lakh, Khanpuria, who 
was absconding since 
2019, was arrested 
from Delhi’s Indira 
Gandhi International 
Airport on 18 November 
when he arrived from 
Bangkok, the NIA said 
on Monday. 

viral vidEo: 
woman slaps 
FrEnch  
prEsidEnt
PARIS: French 
President Emmanuel 
Macron was slapped 
again across the 
face, reported Mehr 
News Agency citing a 
viral video. A video clip, 
which went viral on 
social media, purport-
edly shows a woman in 
an olive green t-shirt 
slapping President Ma-
cron while he was going 
somewhere. Macron’s 
security detail quickly 
pulled the woman away 
and pounced on her, 
media reports said. In 
a similar incident on 
8 June, last year, a 
man slapped President 
Macron across the face 
during a visit by the 
French leader to the 
country’s southeast.
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For a cause

Iran’s players refused to sing their national anthem before their first 
game of the World Cup against England on Monday, in apparent 

support for anti-government protesters in their homeland.  ANi

As the campaigning 
in Gujarat gains 
momentum, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi 
challenged Congress to “a 
face-off” on the issue of de-
velopment rather than dis-
cussing “aukat”. 

“They talked about show-
ing me my ‘aukat’...called 
me many names...I have no 
‘aukat’,” PM Modi said refer-
ring to the Congress leaders’ 
criticism of him. Apparently 
targeting Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi, he said, “You 

belong to the royal family, I 
hail from an ordinary fam-
ily, I have no problem. I am 
a servant and a servant with 
little to do. You called me ugly, 
low caste, death dealer, dirty 
sewer worm and now you ask 
to show aukat.” 

“I have no aukat. Let’s dis-
cuss the issue of development 
and make Gujarat develop. 
Come to the field. Let this be a 
face off,” Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said in a scathing 
attack on the Congress dur-
ing a public address in the 
Dudhrej area of Gujarat’s 
Surendranagar. 

In a veiled attack on Rahul 

Gandhi for walking with 
Medha Patkar, PM Modi 
said that their leader travels 
by putting his hands on the 
shoulders of the people who 
made Gujarat “thirsty”. 

PM Modi during his rally in 
Dhoraji on Sunday as well in 
an apparent swipe at Rahul 
Gandhi said that during the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, the Con-
gress leader walked with 
a woman who tried every-
thing to derail the Narmada 
Project.

“You should ask them with 
what face are they com-
ing to seek votes from you. 
They did everything to stall 

the Narmada project for de-
cades together and ensured 
that no money including that 
from World Bank was able to 
come over to Gujarat. They 
were constantly maligning 
the reputation of Gujarat,” 
PM Modi said on Sunday. 

Attacking the ‘padyatris’ of 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, PM Modi 
said, “People doing padayatra 
don’t even know how cotton 
and groundnut are grown.” 

“80 per cent of the country’s 
salt is made in Gujarat. When 
we came, we changed the sta-
tus of Agarias (salt farmers of 
Kutch). We have encouraged 
small businesses”, PM said. 

‘i havE no aukat, discuss 
dEvElopmEnt’, pm darEs 
congrEss to a FacE-oFF

scathing attack 

 PM takes a dig at Rahul Gandhi terming him a man from royal family

 He also lambasts Congress for supporting anti-development activists
TDG NeTwork 
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shraddha 
murdEr casE

The Delhi police has moved a lower court 
seeking permission to conduct a polygraph 
test on Aaftab Ameen Poonawala, the ac-
cused in the Shraddha Walker murder case. 

Police had earlier said Aaftab, who con-
fessed to killing his live-in partner and 
chopping her body into 35 pieces, was giv-
ing misleading answers to questions. Met-
ropolitan magistrate Aviral Shukla of Saket 
Court referred the matter to Magistrate 
Vijayshree Rathore, who earlier granted 
permission for a narco analysis test on Aaf-
tab.  The court is likely to hear the plea on 

Tuesday. 
According to sources, Aaftab is to be pro-

duced before the court after the expiry of his 
five-day police custody. 

Delhi police had earlier submitted in court 
that Aaftab was giving wrong information 
and misleading the investigation. The plea 
for polygraph test is the second scientific 
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The Morbi bridge incident in 
Gujarat earlier last month, 
which claimed the lives of 
over 140 people, shook the 
entire nation and the Oppo-
sition in the poll-bound state 
is speculating that the trag-
edy will upset the BJP’s pros-
pects in the polls. The tragic 

development, 
however, is un-
likely to impact 
the fortunes of 
the BJP in the 
upcoming elec-
tions. 

The Opposi-
tion had al-
leged misman-
agement by the 
government 
behind the in-

cident in which a century-old 
suspension bridge fell into the 
Machchhu river. The incident 
took place weeks ahead of the 
announcement of the elec-
tions in the state earlier this 
month, triggering specula-
tions of a political setback 
for the ruling BJP in the state 
due to the massive mishap in 
Morbi. 

But people are of the opin-
ion that they have been 
witnessing development 
under the BJP for a number 
of years and one should not 
judge the performance of the 
party based on a single tragic 
incident. 

A study on the ground to 
know if the incident will 
leave an impact on the vot-
ers’ minds while casting their 
votes on 1 and 5 December. 
During the course, people 
narrated the horrific 30 Octo-
ber incident while also speak-
ing their minds and soul on 
the elections. 

Pradeep Bhai, a local resi-
dent said that the people 
will vote for the party which 
would work.”There were 
technical defects in the sus-
pension bridge collapse. The 
incident took place because 
the number of people on the 
bridge was huge. The people 
of Morbi will vote only those 
who will work. The BJP has 

been here for a number of 
years and the government 
has worked well. The people 
of Morbi do not vote blindly, 
they have a business mind-
set,” he said. 

Another local, Abdul Sat-
tar said that there would be 
no impact on the elections 
while claiming that the gov-
ernment was not at fault in 
the incident. “There will be 
no impact of the Morbi inci-
dent on the elections because 
it was not the government’s 
fault. There was nobody’s 
fault. The only mistake that 
was made was the permis-
sion granted for more people 
to go at once on the bridge,” 
he said. 

Abdul Bhai, another local 
said that the BJP has worked 
well in the state and that the 
party’s candidate saved lives 
after the Morbi incident. “We 
could not imagine that the 
150-year-old bridge would 
break. As far as voting in the 
elections is concerned, votes 
will be cast to that party 
which would work. We have 
been voting for the BJP candi-
dates for the past 30 years. He 
saved numerous people in the 
incident. BJP has worked well 
here. There have not been any 
problems in the past 20 years. 
No community has any prob-
lem. Every community lives 
in harmony,” he said.

Heeraben, a woman who 
lives nearby the Morbi 
bridge narrated the incident. 
“We can’t forget the horrific 
incident of that day. There 
was mourning all around. 

Some people were waiting 
for their loved ones to return, 
while some were going out 
with pictures to look for their 
loved ones. Some people were 
saved in the rescue operation 
but many were killed,” she 
said, however, adding that 
this would not impact the 
elections. 

“There will be no impact on 
the elections because people 
vote on the basis of develop-
ment. Poeple are satisfied 
with the work done by the 
government. There are in-
dustries here and people get 
employment,” she said. 

BJP has here fielded five-
time MLA Kantilal Amritiya, 
popularly known as Kanab-
hai, who had won the Morbi 
assembly seat in 1995, 1998, 
2002, 2007 and 2012. 

Morbi is dominated by Pa-
tidars and by naming Kanti 
Amrutiya as the party’s 
candidate, BJP’s prospects 
are unlikely to get upset. In 
2017, Congress candidate 
Brijesh Merja joined the Pa-
tidar quota movement. One 
of the prominent, in the anti-
BJP wave in Morbi, defeated 
Kantilal Amritiya by a slight 
margin of a few thousand 
votes. 

Morbi has about 2.90 lakh 
voters, including 80,000 
Patidars, 35,000 Muslims, 
30,000 Dalits, 30,000 Sat-
wara community members 
(from the Other Backward 
Classes category), 12,000 
Ahirs (OBCs), and 20,000 
Thakor-Koli community 
members (OBC).

Morbi tragedy unlikely to 
dent bJP’s chances 

Congress looking to win 125 
seats in Gujarat: Ashok Gehlot

PM’s surprise visit to ‘Kamalam’ 
with light chat and fun 

bJP carPet boMbing 
across 93 seats today 

Workers in Surat’s diamond 
industry likely to impact  
poll outcome 

Like other places in Guja-
rat, the industrial town of 
Surat is witnessing elec-
tion buzz with the workers 
in the city and its adjoining 
areas likely to play a sig-
nificant role in influencing 
the electoral outcome of 
the seats in the district. 

The city has business 
links with more than 80 
countries across the globe 
and is hub of cut and pol-
ish diamonds industry. 

Apart from its global 
dominance in the cutting 
and finishing polished dia-
monds, the city also has 
large-scale units of other 
sectors such as spices and 
apparel. Lakhs of people 
work in Surat’s diamond 
industry. 

The jewellery manufac-
turers, importers and ex-
porters in Surat talk of the 
city having created large 
employment avenues and 
its attraction for people not 
only from within Gujarat 

but different parts of the 
country. 

“The city cuts and fin-
ishes most of the world’s 
polished diamonds....the 
turnover has been over Rs 
232 crore...The units here 
create employment for 25- 
30 lakh people directly or 
indirectly,” said Dinesh 
Navadiya, chairman, In-
dian Diamond Institute. 

H e  s a i d  S u r a t  h a s 
emerged as diamond hub 
with more people acquir-
ing skills of cutting and 
polishing from the com-
munities that traditionally 
practised them. He talked 
about the role of Jain com-
munity in diamond trade. 

Navadiya said Patidars, 
who earlier worked on 
farm, moved to doing 
skill jobs and have a large 
presence in the diamond 
trade. “By the virtue of 
their hard-work, they have 
picked up the skill set re-
ally well and this is turn-
ing out to be a very healthy 
combination. 

The combination has 

been flourishing since 
1960s helping establish 
Surat as the diamond 
hub,” said Navadiya. 

He said the task is la-
bour-intensive indus-
try and creates employ-
m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 
“There are many who 
have not even been to 
school but their skills 
are useful. There is not a 
single paisa investment 
from the  government 
but the results are for ev-
eryone to see,” he said. . 
Laxmi Diamond, a multi-
storey unit where cutting, 
polishing to finishing of 
diamonds is done, employs 
more than 7500 people. 

The workers hail from 
northern Gujarat  and 
several other places of 
the country including 
Odisha, West Bengal and 
Jharkhand. Lalit Gajera, 
D i r e c t o r,  L a x m i  D i a-
mond, said there is need 
for more skilled workers. 
“We would be happy if the 
government encourages 
skill training for more and 

more workers to help the 
industry,” he said.

He suggested that mi-
grant workers should be 
given benefit of schemes 
such as “awas yojana”. 
Dinesh Navadiya said they 
not have any real issues re-
lated to GST or IGST and 
“whenever 
w e  h a v e 
a s ke d  f o r 
a  ch a n ge, 
more than 
o f t e n  t h e 
govern-
m e n t  h a s 
accommo-
dated our 
request.” 

H e  s a i d 
t h e y  a r e 
hoping that the govern-
ment sorts it out at the 
earliest an issue was about 
initial amount of GST re-
fund. He also said the gov-
ernment should give turn-
over tax benefit. Navadiya 
said easier availability of 
gold to medium and small 
sectors will help boost ex-
ports.

After carpet bomb-
ing by the BJP last 
week across 83 

seats in poll-bound Gu-
jarat, the party will hold 
Sabhas today across 93 as-
sembly constituencies that 
go into polls in the second 
phase of the state elections. 
This massive BJP show of 
strength will include rallies 
anywhere between a crowd 
of 3,000 to 5,000 up to 
20,000 at various locations. 

Amongst the leaders who 
will participate in this pro-
gramme includes BJP na-
tional president J.P. Nadda, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis, Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, Purushottam Ru-
pala, Mansukh Mandaviya 
amongst others. 

In the coming few days, 
all roads will lead to Guja-
rat where the saffron party 
which has been in power for 
over 27 years will be seeking 
its seventh term in office. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has been Gujarat’s 

longest-serving chief minis-
ter from 2001 till 2014. 

In the 2017 Gujarat As-
sembly polls, the BJP was 
halted at 99 seats out of a 
total of 182 seats. 

This time, the party under 
the leadership of PM Modi, 
Amit Shah and CR Paatil is 
aiming at getting its highest 
seat tally exceeding 140. The 
state has been a BJP strong-
hold for a long and the party 
has set its sights on return-
ing to power for the seventh 
term. 

The state 
of Gujarat 
which has 
182 assem-
bly constitu-
encies will 
go for poll-
ing in two 
phases on 
December 1 
and 5. The 
counting of 
votes will occur on Decem-
ber 8, which coincides with 
Himachal Pradesh’s result 
date. 

With Rahul Gandhi all set to address 
his first election rally in Gujarat today, 
Rajasthan Chief Minister and Congress 
leader Ashok Gehlot on Monday showed 
confidence in the party doing well in the 
upcoming Assembly polls stating that 
the people are “agitated” against the rul-
ing BJP. Speaking to ANI, Gehlot said, 
“Congress will do well in these elec-
tions because the mood of the public is 
against BJP for mismanaging COVID 
and the economy. Our party is looking 
at winning 125 seats and we are well on 
course to do that. Opposition to the BJP 
government this time wasn’t there the 
last time. People are agitated. The entire 
country saw the mismanagement dur-
ing COVID, especially in the state which 
was strong even before independence.” 
“There was Morbi incident. We de-

manded a fair probe 
by a sitting or retired 
judge of HC. But it 
didn’t happen. Gujarat 
HC took suo moto cog-
nisance. People died 
due to illicit liquor. 
The government’s 
politics of gimmicks 
are not going to work, 
there will be surpris-
ing results,” he added. 

Hitting out at Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah over their fre-
quent visits to the state lately, Gehlot 

claimed that they are doing so as the 
BJP is “being wiped out of Gujarat”. 
“Ever since they won UP polls, PM 
Modi-Amit Shah started coming here 
(Gujarat) regularly. It means they feel 
BJP is being wiped out of here. What 
does it mean if they come here every 
week? Shows their weak condition. So, 
both of them set a camp here,” he said. 
When asked about Rahul Gandhi’s 
absence from the election campaign 
in Gujarat, the Congress leader said 
that the former party president is giv-
ing priority to the Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
“We don’t need to do it. Rahul Gan-
dhi is carrying out the yatra for every 
state, including Gujarat. Every house-
hold knows the issues being raised by 
him. It wasn’t possible for him to be 

here physically as he is giving prior-
ity to the yatra. He’s coming here to-
day and will speak his mind,” he said. 
He also took a swipe at the Aam 
Aadmi Party, which is also in the 
fray and looking to make inroads 
into Gujarat, and claimed that the 
party’s credibility has been reduced. 
“Someone should ask Kejriwal why 
did they suddenly withdraw the cam-
paign from Himachal? They have 
just propped candidates there. Who 
knows if they withdraw from here too? 
Are they colluding with BJP? Their 
credibility has gone down,” he said. 
Gehlot slammed the BJP over the 
‘love jihad’ issue and accused the 
party of doing politics on with an 
aim to target “one community”. 

rahul’s yatra 
boost? 
Gujarat Congress lead-
ers believe that Rahul 
Gandhi’s campaign will 
mark a massive change 
because he comes with 
the ‘force’ of the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, which they 
think has completely 
turned his image. His 
tours of two important 
cities, Surat and Rajkot, 
will help the party coun-
ter the ongoing percep-
tion that the Congress 
is not taking the con-
test seriously. Rahul’s 
interactions in tribal area 
Dahod just before the 
start of the Yatra had at-
tracted a massive crowd. 
Rahul is expected to visit 
the place again in the first 
week of December, just 
before the polling for the 
final round. Meanwhile, 
Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra is expected to join 
Rahul’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra in Madhya Pradesh 
on 23 November. For the 
first time, Rahul is joining 
the Yatra. Priyanka is 
expected to walk hand in 
hand along her brother. 

re-Positioning 
of tharoor in 
kerala 
After contesting against 
Mallikarjun Kharge in the 
Congress presidential 
election, Shashi Thar-
oor has been the topic 
of discussion in party’s 
Kerela unit. Tharoor has 
commenced his series 
of meetings in North 
Kerala amid talks that 
the former diplomat was 
trying to emerge stronger 
in Kerala. With the state 
Congress slowly showing 
a revival after the heavy 
loss it faced in the 2021 
assembly elections, a 
group of leaders led by 
M.K. Raghavan is trying 
immensely to catapult 
Tharoor into the top posi-
tion if the party comes 
back to power in the 2026 
assembly polls. However, 
Tharoor is trying to seek 
blessings of Indian Union 
Muslim League (IUML), 
the powerful political 
party in Kerala, aligned 
to the Congress. Tharoor 
will be meeting the 
supreme leader and state 
president of the party, 
Syed Sadikali Shihab 
Thangal. 

congress’s 
‘sankat Mochan 
hanuMan’
Congress communica-
tion incharge Jairam 
Ramesh as popu-
larly known as ‘Sankat 
Mochan Hanuman’ 
in the party. Recently 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi had targeted 
Veer Savarkar, claiming 
that he helped the Brit-
ish rulers and wrote a 
mercy petition to them 
out of fear. However, 
Jairam defended Rahul 
Gandhi, saying that he 
did not target Hindutva 
ideologue Savarkar 
but only highlighted a 
historical fact. Ramesh 
said, “Gandhi had men-
tioned Savarkar in con-
text of how tribal leader 
Birsa Munda did not 
compromise with the 
British while Savarkar 
signed a mercy petition, 
which is a fact”. 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi being welcomed by Gujarat Congress president Jagdish 
Thakor and Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot upon arrival at Surat airport to 
address a public meeting, in Surat on Monday. (ANI)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets a young BJP supporter 
after addressing a public meeting for the upcoming Gujarat 
Assembly elections, in Navsari on Monday. (ANI)

View of the cable bridge that collapsed in the Machchhu river, 
in Morbi on 1 November. (File photo)
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After power packed cam-
paigning and addressing 
four rallies, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi chose to go 
to ‘Kamalam’, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) headquar-
ters in Gandhinagar and 
spend some time with party 
workers and colleagues. 

While his sudden visit was 
surprising for many, it was 
a pleasant meeting for quite 
a few who spent a couple of 
decades working for the par-
ty. Sources told news agency 
that it was a “light and fun” 
conversation as the Prime 
Minister walked into the Ka-
malam office and instead of 

going into a room, he chose 
to sit in the open area and on 
the benches. Initially, only a 
few people who were work-
ing in the party office late 
in the night came and wel-
comed the Prime Minister. 
However, PM Modi asked 
that everyone who was there 
in the party office should be 
called.

Much of the conversation 
between the Prime Minister 
and party workers was on 
how each of them was do-
ing and whether they were 
maintaining good health. 
Modi, who is known to focus 
on the tiniest of details, even 
checked with party workers 
whether their food gets ar-
ranged properly, as most of 

them work at the party head-
quarters for long hours, es-
pecially in the elections time.

A source told news agency 
that the youth workers who 
have been associated with 
the BJP for not long were re-
ally impressed to see that the 
Prime Minister addressed 
most of the old party work-
ers by their names and even 

joked with them rekindling 
the memories that dated 
back years ago. 

In fact, some woman work-
ers who were at the party 
office and interacted with 
the Prime Minister also got 
emotional with PM Modi’s 
gesture and the kind of love 
and respect how he had for 
his party colleagues despite 
being in such a high office, a 
source said. 

PM Modi spent over 40 
minutes in the party office 
where he was accompa-
nied by Gujarat BJP state 
president CR Paatil, Gujarat 
MOS Home Harsh Sanghvi 
and party general secretary 
Pardeep Singh Vaghela, 
amongst others.
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CHHAWLA RAPE CASE 

NORTHEAST DELHI VIOLENCE 

GYANVAPI CASE 

DELHI LIQUOR SCAM CASE

Uttarakhand Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami 
thanked Delhi Lieutenant 
Governor VK Saxena for giv-
ing a nod to file a review pe-
tition in the Supreme Court 
against the acquittal of the 
three accused in the Chhawla 
rape and murder case.

“Thankful to Delhi Lt Gov 
for the decision towards the 
path of getting justice for 
the nation’s daughter. We 

are standing with the vic-
tim’s family and will help in 
whichever way possible,” CM 
Dhami said. The L-G’s deci-
sion has come days after the 
parents of the 2012 Chhawla 
gangrape victim met Delhi 
L-G VK Saxena and request-
ed him to file a review peti-
tion against the acquittal of 
all three accused.

The case pertains to the al-
leged abduction, gang-rape, 
and murder of a 19-year-old 
girl from Uttarakhand’s 

Pauri by three men in the 
Chhawla area of the national 
capital’s Dwarka on 9 Febru-
ary, 2012. In the said case, the 
Supreme Court, on November 
7 acquitted the three accused, 
setting aside the Delhi High 
Court judgement awarding 
life sentences to the trio. L-G 
Saxena has also approved the 
engagement of Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta and Addi-
tional SG Aishwariya Bhati to 
represent the government in 
the case before the top court.

The Delhi High Court on Mon-
day decided to hear several 
bail pleas in a larger conspir-
acy case lodged under the Un-
lawful Activities Prevention 
Act (UAPA) related to North 
East Delhi riots. The special 
bench said that it will hear the 
matters daily post-lunch from 
next week. 

The special bench on 15 Oc-
tober dismissed the appeal of 
Umar Khalid against the trial 
court order denying bail to 
him. A special bench compris-
ing Justices Siddharth Mridul 
and Rajanish Bhatnagar 
decided to hear bail pleas of 
the accused in a larger con-
spiracy related to the North 
East Delhi riots of 2020. 
The bench said that it will 
hear Abdul Khalid Saifi’s 
bail plea on Monday and 
Friday. The Bench will 
hear the matters every day 
post-lunch from next week. 
The High Court on Friday ad-
journed the appeals challeng-
ing the bail denial in the larger 
conspiracy case.  The appeals 
have been filed by Abdul 

Khalid Saifi, Meeran Haider, 
Gulfisa Fatima, Saleem Khan, 
Shifa Ur Rehman and Shar-
jeel Imam. Umar Khalid’s ap-
peal has been rejected. One 
appeal has been preferred 
by the State against the order 
granting bail to Ishrat Jahan. 
Senior advocate Rebecca 
John submitted that there 
were WhatsApp groups. In 
the CAB team, there was an 
Indian pledge and that was 
not seditious at all. There was 
not a call for a ‘Chakka Jaam’. 
She also argued that the trial 
court order suffers infirmity 
as it fails to appreciate the ma-
terial facts. 

Now the matter is likely 
to be heard on Friday. The 
bench on Friday had said that 
they will take a call that they 
will hear all appeals. As this 
would take a lot of time to con-

clude all these. The bench was 
dealing with the appeal filed 
by Abdul Khalid Saifi against 
the order of the Karkardooma 
Court refusing him bail.  Jus-
tice Mridul said, “We never 
heard any of these appeals 
earlier. This is a special bench 
and we never heard any of 
these. We can’t conclude these 
appeals by hearing them only 
on Friday post lunch. We will 
take a call whether these ap-
peals would be heard by this 
special bench. In order to con-
clude the hearing will have to 
devote some time every day. 
We will take a call on this.” 

Justice Mridul was in-
formed that the appeal filed 
by Sharjeel Imam is also 
pending before the court. He 
said that they never heard 
the appeal on behalf of Shar-
jeel Imam. 

Allahabad High Court on 
Monday asked the Archeo-
logical Survey of India (ASI) 
to file an affidavit on whether 
the ‘carbon dating’ of the 
purported ‘Shivling’ found 
inside the premises of the 
Gyanvapi Mosque, can be 
conducted without defacing 
its shape. 

The High Court directed the 
ASI to file its affidavit on the 
next date of hearing – 30 No-
vember. The HC was hearing 
a review petition filed by Lak-
shmi Devi and three others, 
challenging the Varanasi dis-
trict court’s order of a ‘scien-
tific survey’ of the purported 
Shivling, which is claimed to 
be a part of the fountain of the 
wazu khana by the mosque 
management. In its order on 
Monday, the single-bench of 
Justice JJ Muneer asked the 

ASI to confirm if ‘carbon dat-
ing’, a method to determine 
an object’s age, can be con-
ducted without defacing the 
purported Shivling. 

“The subordinate court has 
rejected the application for 
conducting a scientific sur-
vey in view of the status quo 
order issued by the Supreme 
Court. Apprehension has 
been expressed that carbon 
dating may damage the al-
leged Shivling,” the bench 
stated, adding that it was nec-
essary to determine the age 
of the ‘Shivling’ without de-
forming its shape. The coun-
sel for the petitioners, Ad-
vocate Vishnu Shankar Jain, 
said only a scientific survey 
(carbon dating) can bring 
forth correct information on 
the ‘Shivling’ found in the 
Gyanvapi mosque complex, 
along with other religious 
items. 

The Delhi High Court on 
Monday directed news 
channels to adhere to the 
guidelines governing them 
and to ensure that all broad-
casts carried while reporting 
liquor scam case are based on 
official press releases by the 
investigation agencies. 

The bench also issued no-
tice to 5 channels impleaded 
by Vijay Nair. He alleged that 
the sensitive information re-
lated is being leaked to the 
media. While hearing the 
petition moved by business-
man Vijay Nair, the bench 
of Justice Yashwant Varma 
passed the above directions. 
The matter has been listed on 
7 February, 2023. 

The bench also perused 
the status report and heard 
the submissions made by the 
counsel for the CBI and ED. 
The counsel for CBI submit-
ted that the agency issued 
3 press releases. The press 
releases do not contain what 
has been broadcast. ED’s 
counsel said that they did 
not issue any press releases. 
Justice Verma asked the 
counsels, Where from they 
are getting the information? 

The counsel replied that the 
channels only answer this. 

Advocate Nisha Bhambhani, 
the counsel for News Broad-
caster and Digital Standard 
Authority (NBDSA) submit-
ted that some of the channels 
are not our partners. We are 
not monitoring what they 
broadcast. “If self-regulation 
is a mere eyewash, then 
why should we not disband 
you?,” Justice Varma asked 
the counsel for NBDSA while 
expressing displeasure over 
the reporting made by news 
channels. 

The bench asked the coun-
sel about certain channels and 
whether they are members or 
not. Where from they are get-
ting the information related 
to disclosure made to CBI? 
You call them and ask them. 
The counsel for NBDA said 
that I can communicate and 
ask them to remove the con-
tent. The counsel submitted 
that some of the channels are 
members of the News Broad-
caster and Digital Association 
(NBDA). I won’t be able to tell 
where from they are getting 
the information. 

After noting the submission 
the bench directed to Implead 
NBDA and examine what has 

been broadcasted. The court 
also said the broadcast in the 
instant matter was not ac-
cording to the press releases 
issued and in accordance with 
the guidelines and directives. 
This constrained the petitioner 
to approach this court. This is 
not a case where atleast at this 
stage it can be said that the 

information was collectively 
leaked or provided by the 
investigating agencies,” the 
bench said. “....What the news 
channels publish has to be in 
line with the disclosures made 
by CBI, ED...it could be some-
thing which is reflected from 
order, where are they getting 
from?” It asked.

Uttarakhand CM thanks Delhi 
L-G for allowing review petition 
against accused’s acquittal

Delhi HC to hear bail pleas in larger 
conspiracy case lodged under UAPA

HC seeks ASI affidavit 
on conducting carbon 
dating of ‘Shivling’

ENSURE BROADCAST BASED ON OFFICIAL PRESS 
RELEASES: HC TELLS NEWS CHANNELS

GRANTING REMISSION

RP Ravichandran, one of the 
six convicts in the assassina-
tion case of former prime min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi, said that he 
would fight legally the review 
petition filed by the Central 
government in the Supreme 
Court against the 11 November 
release order.

Ravichandran went to the 
Viduthalai Chiruthigal Kat-
chi (VCK) party head office on 
Monday and was welcomed 
by the party President. “Today 
I came to meet VCK chief Thi-
rumavalavan at his Chennai 
office. I thanked him as they 
(VCK) were with us for our 
freedom,” Ravichandran said.

VCK Party President Thol 
Thirumavalavan welcomed 
Ravichandran and gave him 
sweets and expressed his hap-
piness.

Notably, the Central govern-
ment on Thursday filed a re-
view petition in the Supreme 
Court against the 11 Novem-
ber order allowing the release 
of six convicts in the former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination case.

A bench of BR Gavai and BV 

Nagarathna passed the order 
while taking into consider-
ation the good conduct of con-
victs in prison. The apex court 
had noted that they had been 
behind bars for a very long 
period.

Seeking a review of the 
top court’s order, the Centre 
said, “The order granting re-
mission to the convicts who 
had assassinated the former 
Prime Minister of the country 
was passed without affording 
an adequate opportunity of 
hearing to Union of India.”

Talking about his release, 
Ravichandran said, “I am 
happy that I have been re-
leased from prison. I was in 

prison for years and I am go-
ing to see this world freely.” 
On 11 November, the Supreme 
Court ordered the release 
of six convicts including RP 
Ravichandran and Nalini 
Sriharan, who were serving 
life imprisonment in connec-
tion with the assassination in 
the case.

Earlier soon after coming 
out of the jail, Ravichandran 
said that the people of north 
India should see them as 
“victims instead of terrorists 
or killers”.

He said that time will judge 
them as “innocents”.

Speaking to ANI from Mad-
urai Central Prison, Ravi-

chandran said, “The people 
of north India should see us 
as victims instead of terrorists 
or killers. Time and power de-
termine who is a terrorist or a 
freedom fighter but time will 
judge us as innocent, even if 
we bear the blame for being 
terrorists.”

Ravichandran and Na-
lini had approached the apex 
court seeking release from 
prison-like fellow convict AG 
Perarivalan.

This came after the Supreme 
Court, on 18 May, had evoked 
its extraordinary powers un-
der Article 142 of the Consti-
tution to release AG Perariva-
lan, who was one of the seven 
convicts in the assassination 
case.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had earlier recommend-
ed the premature release of 
convicts saying that its 2018 
aid and advice for the remis-
sion of their life sentence is 
binding upon the Governor.

Ravichandran and five oth-
ers were serving life sentence 
terms in the assassination of 
former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi. They were set free by 
the SC on the grounds of hav-
ing good conduct in jail.

'WILL FIGHT LEGALLY...' SAYS RAJIV GANDHI ASSASSINATION 
CONVICT OVER CENTRE’S REVIEW PETITION 
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A team of Delhi Po-
lice, which is camp-
ing in Mumbai to 

probe the Shraddha Walker 
murder case, will question 
the staff of the five-star ho-
tel in the city where accused 
Aaftab Poonawalla worked 
as a trainee chef.

Two police officers of the 
Delhi Police will question 
the staff about Aaftab, while 
one officer will carry on the 
probe in Vasai in Palghar. 
Earlier on Sunday, as part 
of its ongoing probe into the 
horrific Shraddha murder 
case, the Delhi police team 
recorded the statement of 
the secretary of a housing 
society where the accused 
Aaftab Amin Poonawalla 
lived with his family. Ac-

cording to official sources, 
the Delhi police team re-
corded the statement of 
Abdullah Khan, the sec-
retary of the Unique Park 
Housing Society of Vasai 
area of Palghar district, 
for more than an hour on 
Sunday. “The police ques-

tioned Khan for more than 
an hour, and recorded his 
statement in connection 
to the Shraddha murder 
case,” said official sources 
with Manikpur police. In 
his statement, Khan told 
the police that Aaftab’s fam-
ily had vacated their house 

about 20 days ago, and have 
rented it out. Khan how-
ever said that he has no idea 
about where Aaftab’s family 
went, and also shared their 
contact number, which was 
found switched off, they 
added.

Delhi police have called 

many people including 
friends and relatives of 
Shraddha and Aaftab in 
connection to the case and 
their statements were being 
recorded, said sources.

The accused, Aaftab, 
lived with Shraddha in 
three apartments including 
Kenny Apartment, Regal 
Apartment, and White Hills 
Apartment in different ar-
eas of Mumbai, they said.

A team of Delhi police 
is camping in Vasai area 
of Maharashtra since Fri-
day to probe the Shraddha 
Murder case, in which her 
live-in partner Aaftab Amin 
Poonawala had strangu-
lated Walker to death alleg-
edly and chopped her body 
into 35 pieces, dumped it in 
the Chhatarpur area of the 
national capital.

POLICE TO QUESTION HOTEL 
STAFF WHERE AAFTAB WORKED

TDG NETWORK
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People gather at the spot where Aaftab Poonawalla, an accused in the Shraddha Walker murder case, claims to have 
disposed off the body parts of the victim, at Mahadhudi Pond, in New Delhi on Sunday. 

RP Ravichandran, one of the six convicts 

TOP OF THE DAY

FOREIGN 
SECRETARY 
HOLDS BILATERAL 
TALKS ON 2-DAY 
MYANMAR VISIT
NEW DELHI: Foreign 
Secretary Vinay Kwatra, 
who was on a two-day 
official visit to Myanmar, 
held discussions on bi-
lateral issues relating to 
border management and 
security. Taking to Twit-
ter, Ministry of External 
Affairs’ Spokesperson 
Arindam Bagchi said, 

“Foreign Secretary @Amb-
VMKwatra paid a working 
visit to Myanmar on 
November 20-21. Held 
discussions on important 
bilateral issues relating 
to border management, 
security and ongoing bi-
lateral cooperation proj-
ects & India’s support to 
democratic transition in 
Myanmar.” The friend-
ship between India and 
Myanmar is age-old and 
has stood the test of time, 
sources in the MEA said, 
adding both countries 
share strong historical, 
cultural, religious and 
trade ties.  

VP DHANKHAR 
ADDRESSES 
THE INDIAN 
COMMUNITY IN 
QATAR
DOHA: “By 2050 we 
are surely going to be 
second-largest global 
economy,” said Vice 
President Jagdeep 
Dhankar while address-
ing the Indian community 
in Qatar on Monday. In 
his maiden address as 
Vice President to Indian 
diaspora in the Doha 
capital, Dhankhar said, 

“Our Bharat, under the 
dynamic and visionary 
leadership of the honour-
able Prime Minister, is on 
the rise. Bharat is on the 
rise as never before and 
our rise is unstoppable.”  

MAN SHOT DEAD IN 
GUWAHATI
GUWAHATI : In a broad 
daylight murder, a 
man was shot dead by 
unidentified miscreants 
in Assam’s Guwahati on 
Monday. The deceased 
person was identified 
as Ranjit Bora and the 
incident took place at 
Panjabari area in the city. 
The motive behind his 
murder is not yet known. 
According to police, the 
man was shot at point-
blank range in the head 
by some bike-borne 
unidentified miscreants. 
Bora was rushed to hos-
pital but he succumbed 
to his injuries. 

RASHTRAPATI 
BHAVAN TO OPEN 5 
DAYS A WEEK FOR 
PUBLIC VIEWING
NEW DELHI : From 1 
December, Rashtrapati 
Bhavan will be open for 
public viewing for five 
days in a week. Accord-
ing to an official release, 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan 
tour will be available on 
Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day (except on Gazetted 
Holidays) in five time slots 
i.e. 1000-1100h, 1100-
1200h, 1200-1300h, 1400-
1500h and 1500-1600h. 

"Apart from the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan tour, people 
can visit Rashtrapati Bha-
van Museum Complex 
six days in a week from 
Tuesday to Sunday except 
on Gazetted Holidays," 
stated the release.
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SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE

COURT SENDS TWO BUSINESSMEN TO 
JUDICIAL CUSTODY TILL 5 DEC
NEW DELHI : The Rouse Avenue Court on Monday 
sent two businessmen to judicial custody in connection 
with ED’s ongoing money laundering probe into the 
Delhi Excise policy 2021-22. Special Judge MK Nagpal 
on Monday decided to send businessmen P Sarath 
Chander Reddy and Binoy Babu to judicial custody till 5 
December, 2022. The court noted that the Enforcement 
Directorate department is still investigating the matter 
to trace the proceeds of crime and the involvement 
of other persons in the offence of money laundering. 
Both businessmen were produced before the court 
on Monday after the end of their ED remand. The 
businessmen are Sarath Chandra Reddy and Binoy 
Babu. They were arrested on 10 November, 2022 under 
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act following long 
questioning with them at the Enforcement Directorate 
headquarters. Reddy is the head of a Hyderabad-based 
Aurobindo Pharma company and is engaged in the 
liquor business. Babu is the head of a company named 
Pernord Ricard.  Both the businessmen were held 
based on their alleged involvement in ED’s ongoing 
investigation in the Delhi Excise Policy money launder-
ing case.

IN THE COURTS
PLEA AGAINST RELEASE 
OF MOVIE ‘THANK GOD’ 
WITHDRAWN FROM SC
NEW DELHI: A plea seeking a stay on the 
release of Ajay Devgn and Sidharth Malhotra 
starrer ‘Thank God’ was withdrawn from the 
Supreme Court on Monday. 
A bench headed by Justice Sanjay Kishan 
Kaul was informed by a counsel appearing 
for the petitioner that the plea had become 
infructuous. The movie was released on 
October 25. “This petition has become infruc-
tuous. Dismissed as withdrawn,” the bench 
stated in its order. The plea was filed by Shri 
Chitragupta Welfare Trust and sought stay 
release of the movie over alleged derogatory 
references to Lord Chitragupta. In October, 
the apex court had posted the case for hear-
ing on November 1, but it was taken up today. 

CJI’S BENCH TO HEAR 
CHHATTISGARH’S NAGRIK 
APURTI NIGAM CASE
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court bench 
headed by Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud will hear the matter relating 
to Chhattisgarh Nagrik Apurti Nigam 
(NAN) irregularities case.  An advocate 
this morning mentioned before the 
bench headed by Chief Justice of India 
DY Chandrachud, who said that now the 
matter will be heard by his bench. The CJI 
DY Chandrachud observed that the mat-
ter was earlier heard by another bench 
headed by his predecessor former CJI UU 
Lalit and two other judges. The advocate 
apprised that the matter was listed before 
some other judge and earlier it was heard 
by some other judges. 
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PUNJAB: FIRE 
BREAKS OUT AT 
THREAD FACTORY 
IN LUDHIANA
LUDHIANA: A mas-
sive fire broke out in a 
thread factory near Basti 
Jodhewal in Ludhiana 
on Monday morning. 
The wool worth lakhs 
of rupees is feared to 
have been burnt in the 
accident, as per reports. 
However, the fire depart-
ment doused the fire at 
the thread factory. Fur-
ther details are awaited. 

TWO DEAD IN 
ROAD ACCIDENT 
IN PUNJAB 
BHATINDA: Two people 
died near Gurthari 
Village in Bathinda on 
Sunday night following 
the head-on-collision of 
their motorcycle with a 
bus, which later burst into 
flames. Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP) 
Dehati Narendra Singh 
in a telephonic conver-
sation informed that 
the deceased persons 
included a man from the 
district Mansa of Punjab 
while the woman hailed 
from the village Pathrala 
in Bhatinda. However, 
their identity could not be 
established so far. 

PUNJAB TO SPEND 
RS 9.02 CRORE FOR 
BASIC FACILITIES  
FOR PEOPLE: MIN 
CHANDIGARH: Providing 
basic facilities and pro-
tection of lives and prop-
erty is the main objective 
of the Punjab govern-
ment led by Chief Min-
ister Punjab Bhagwant 
Mann. Taking a step 
forward in this direc-
tion, Local Government 
Minister Dr.Inderbir 
Singh Nijjar said that 
Approximately Rs.9.02 
crore will be spent by 
Municipal Corportation 
Ludhiana on the modern 
equipment of fire bri-
gade for safety of people 
and development works. 
Giving more informa-
tion in this regard, Local 
Government Minister, 
Dr.Inderbir Singh Nijjar 
said that about Rs 8.57 
crore will be spent by 
the Municipal Corpora-
tion Ludhiana to provide 
a hydraulic platform 
with a working height of 
more than 50 meters for 
fire fighting and rescue 
operations.

VIGILANCE  BUREAU 
ARRESTS ENGINEER 
IN PUNJAB
CHANDIGARH: The 
Punjab Vigilance Bureau 
(VB) during its campaign 
against corruption in 
the state, on Monday 
arrested a retired 
Assistant Municipal 
Engineer Banga, 
SBS Nagar district 
who was accused in 
defective construction 
of a stadium and 
embezzlement of public 
funds. He has been 
remanded for one day 
police custody by the 
competent court. The 
VB has constituted 
teams to arrest the 
other accused persons 
namely Contractor 
Rakwinder Kumar 
and Junior Engineer 
(Retired) Vijay Kumar 
wanted in this case. 
Disclosing this here 
today a spokesperson of 
the VB said during the 
investigation, a technical 
team of VB has checked 
the Mini Stadium Banga 
and took samples.

TOP OF THE DAY
PROMOTING YOGA TOO

Education is best way 
to impart moral values 
in kids: Haryana CM

Haryana Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal said that edu-
cation is the best medium 
to impart moral values 
in children. Besides this, 
work should be done to 
include ancient methods 
like Yagya and Yoga in edu-
cation. As the chief guest, 
the Chief Minister graced 
the occasion of the annual 
festival at Om Yoga Insti-
tute, Pali on Sunday.

While addressing the 
gathering, the Chief Minis-
ter, Manohar Lal said that 
24 years ago, Swami Om 
Prakash Maharaj laid the 
foundation of this ashram 
which has now been devel-
oped into a large centre of 
Yoga and Ancient Educa-
tion. Praising the children 
performing yoga practice, 
he said that these children 
have shown the strength of 
adopting yoga practice. He 
said that today the entire 
world has adopted   yoga. 
He said that the state gov-
ernment has developed 
more than 1,000 Vyayam-
shalas in the villages of the 
state to promote yoga. He 
said that in future arrange-

ments will also be made to 
appoint yoga teachers at 
all these Vyayamshalas. 
He appealed to Swami 
Om Prakash Maharaj to 
arrange yoga teachers in 
10 gymnasiums based in 
the district. 

On this occasion, Swami 
Om Prakash Maharaj ex-
pressed gratitude to the 
Chief Minister, Manohar 
Lal and apprised about 
the successful journey 
of 24 years of the ash-
ram. Transport Minis-
ter, Mool Chand Sharma 
MLA, Seema Trikha, Ti-
gaon MLA, Rajesh Nagar, 
Prithla MLA, Nayan Pal 
Rawat and many digni-
taries were present on the 
occasion.
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IN HARYANA

Food quality has been 
facing a rapid decline 
over the years, partic-

ularly during festive season 
in Haryana. The ongoing 
scenario continues to re-
main unchanged as a sizable 
chunk of the food samples 
taken in festive season this 
year has been found of sub-
standard and poor quality. 

According to the data 
made available by the Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA), Haryana with a view 
to checking adulteration or 
the quality of food items, 
as many as 1,076 samples 
were taken from 1 October  
to 30 October.  

Of the total samples, 243 
failed the test that comes 
around to be 26 percent 
which is a matter of serious 
concern while remaining 

145 sample are under analy-
sis in labs. For the greed of 
money, the shopkeepers 
and traders involved in food 
adulteration have left no 
stone unturned to put the 
lives of people at stake as it 
is clearly evident from the 
lab results.   

The samples included those 
of milk, sweets and spices. 
Thus, what statistics depict 
is that every fourth sample of 
food items taken in Haryana 
during the last festival season 
has failed the quality test.

 However, the reports of 
the remaining sample is yet 
to come. Experts are of the 
opinion the number of failed 
samples is most likely to wit-
ness a spurt. According to 
experts, 26 per cent is quite 
a high number and also an 
alarming trend. 

Despite the stern action, 
defaulters don't hesitate and 

refrain from selling and pro-
ducing food of substandard 
quality. 

What the regulations of the 
Food Standard and Safety 
Authority of India (FS-
SAI) says penalty is mini-
mum imprisonment of six 
months that may extend up 
to 3 years and minimum fine 
of Rs 1000. Import, manu-
facture, storage, sale or dis-
tribution of any food article 
which is adulterated or any 
adulterant which is injuri-
ous to health is being used 
is punishable under Law.

It was also informed by the 
authority that the sample 
with failed quality test fall 
in three categories namely 
unsafe for human con-
sumption, of substandard 
quality and misbranded. If 
the shopkeepers fail to sub-
mit their reply within given 
time, action will be taken 

against them as per the 
Food Safety Act and cases 
will be registered against 
those whose samples have 
been found to be unsafe for 
human consumption.

Ashok Meena, the Com-
missioner of FDA, Haryana 
said that a large number of 
food items found unfit for 
consumption were also de-
stroyed on the spot. 

Following the results, the 
necessary action will be ini-
tiated against the default-
ers soon. Most of the food 
samples that failed the test 
are dairy products. Even 
prior to this dairy items have 
come under the scanner of 
the FDA for adulteration, 
he added further. 

According to the officials 
of the FDA, Sonipat district 
topped the list with 25 failed 
samples to be followed by 
adjoining district Panipat 

and Faridabad with 21 and 
18 failed samples respective-
ly. In Fatehabad, Gurugram, 
Bhiwani also, a large num-
ber of samples failed which 
is a worrying situation. 

This year, the FDA carried 
rigorous sampling drive 
to curb food adulteration 
menace and following the 
lab results. shopkeepers and 
food dealers whose products 
have failed the test, will be 
summoned. Besides, the 
authority now issue show-
cause notices to the persons 
concerned and initiate nec-
essary action against them 
in accordance with the law.

The samples included 
those of milk, sweets and 
spices. Thus, what statistics 
depict is that every fourth 
sample of food items taken 
in Haryana during the last 
festival season has failed the 
quality test.

26% FOOD SAMPLES FAIL QUALITY TEST
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

SECTION OF NH-205K

With concerted efforts of 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann, the State Government 
has received a communica-
tion from Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways for 
disbursement of compensa-
tion & possession of encum-
brance free land for all pack-
ages of Ludhiana-Rupnagar 
with Spur to Kharar section 
of NH-205K.

In a meeting held on Mon-
day under the chairmanship 
of Chief Secretary Vijay Ku-
mar Janjua regarding land 
acquisition of Ludhiana-
Rupnagar highway, it was 
informed that decks have 
been cleared for disburse-
ment and possession of land 
for the project.  The Chief 
Secretary Janjua also direct-
ed Deputy Commissioners 
to expedite handing over 
of possession of land for all 
National Highway projects 
as these are going to boost 

economy of the State.
Secretary, Public Works 

(B&R) Nilkanth S Avhad ap-
prised that a communication 
from Secretary MORT&H 
had been received and asked 
to expedite the work.

Taking part in delibera-
tions, Deputy Commis-
sioner Ludhiana Surbhi 
Malik mentioned that Dis-
trict Administration was 

making continuous efforts 
to take possession of land. 
Under Package-I, posses-
sion of 18.90 Km out of 37.70 
Km has already been taken. 
DC, Ludhiana further men-
tioned that within next week 
70% possession of land will 
be handed over to NHAI. 
Subsequently, possession of 
land under Package-II will 
be taken.

Similarly, the Deputy Com-
missioner Rupnagar Preeti 
Yadav also stated that under 
Package-III, possession of 
13 Km out of 36.26 Km had 
already been handed over 
to NHAI. It was further 
brought out that 80% of land 
will be handed over by next 
week. The Deputy Commis-
sioner SAS Nagar Amit Tal-
war mentioned that under 

Package-III, 80% of land 
will be handed over by the 
next week.

Meanwhile, Chief Secre-
tary asked NHAI repre-
sentatives to mobilise full 
resources on site with more 
manpower and machinery.

Taking part in deliberations, 
Deputy Commissioner Ludhi-
ana Surabhi Malik mentioned 
that District Administration 
was making continuous ef-
forts to take possession of land. 
Under Package-I, possession of 
18.90 Km out of 37.70 Km has 
already been taken. DC, Lud-
hiana further mentioned that 
within next week 70% posses-
sion of land will be handed over 
to NHAI. Subsequently, posses-
sion of land under Package-II 
will be taken.

Similarly, the Deputy Com-
missioner Rupnagar Preeti 
Yadav also stated that under 
Package-III, possession of 
13 Km out of 36.26 Km had 
already been handed over to 
NHAI. 

Ludhiana-Rupnagar highway gets green signal from 
Centre, Chief Secretary asks DCs to expedite project
TDG NETWORK
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IN NIA CRACKDOWN

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has arrested 
“most-wanted” terrorist 
Kulwinderjit Singh alias 
Khanpuria, associated with 
Khalistani outfits Babbar 
Khalsa International (BKI) 
and Khalistan Liberation 
Front (KLF). He was the 
“chief mastermind” behind 
a conspiracy to carry out 
terror attacks on establish-
ments linked to Dera Sacha 
Sauda and the Punjab police.
Khanpuria, who carried a Rs 
5 lakh reward, was arrested 
from the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport in New 
Delhi on November 18 upon 
arrival from Bangkok. He 
had been absconding since 
2019.

Investigations have re-
vealed that Khanpuria is 
the chief conspirator and 
mastermind behind the con-
spiracy to carry out terrorist 
attacks in India by targeting 
establishments connected 
with Dera Sacha Sauda and 
those belonging to police and 
security in Punjab.

Besides, the NIA said, 
Khanpuria was also target-
ing senior officers of Bhakra 
Beas Management Board, 
Chandigarh, with an overall 
objective of creating terror in 
Punjab and across the coun-
try. "Khanpuria had also 
carried out reconnaissance 
of some of the targets."

The case was initially reg-
istered on May 30, 2019, at 
Police Station State Special 
Operation Cell, Amritsar 
and re-registered by the NIA 
on June 27, 2019.

Khanpuria, along with his 
handlers and associates, 
based in India and abroad in 
different South-East Asian 
countries, had planned and 
conspired to commit terror-
ist attacks in India, said the 
NIA, adding "Khanpuria 
later managed to flee from 
India."

"While he was based 
abroad, he first collided 
with Harmeet alias PhD, and 
now with wanted Pakistan-

based ISYF Chief Lakhbir 
Singh Rode to use his India-
based terrorist associates 
for targeting the identified 
individuals as well as es-
tablishments," the counter-
terrorism agency said.

Khanpuria was declared 
a proclaimed offender (PO) 
by the NIA Special Court, 
Punjab, following which, a 
LookOut Circular (LOCu) 
was issued and a Red Cor-
ner Notice was issued by 
Interpol against him. The 
NIA had also declared a cash 
reward of Rs 5 lakh for infor-
mation leading to his arrest. 
He was charge-sheeted as an 
absconder on November 21, 
2019.

Notably, four co-accused 
conspirators of Khanpuria 
had already been arrested 
after the recovery of arms 
and ammunition from their 
possession.

The case against Khanpu-
ria was initially registered 
as FIR no. 05/2019 dated 
30.05.2019 at Police Sta-
tion State Special Operation 
Cell (SSOC), Amritsar and 
re-registered by NIA on 
27.06.2019.

Khanpuria, along with 
his handlers and associates 
based in India and abroad 
including different South-
East Asian countries, had 
planned and conspired to 
commit terrorist attacks 
in India. He later managed 
to flee the country. While 
Khanpuria was based 
abroad, he first colluded 
with Harmeet @PhD and 
then Pakistan-based Inter-
national Sikh Youth Fed-
eration (ISYF) chief Lakhbir 
Singh Rode to use his India-
based terrorist associates to 
target identified individuals 
as well as establishments.

Khanpuria was declared a 
proclaimed offender (PO) by 
the NIA Special Court, Pun-
jab, following which a look-
out circular was issued. In-
terpol too issued a red corner 
notice against him. The NIA 
declared a cash reward of Rs 
5 lakh for information lead-
ing to Khanpuria’s arrest. 

BABBAR KHALSA 
TERRORIST HELD 
FROM IGI AIRPORT
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

FOSTERING MAFIA RAAJ

Haryana is sports hub 
due to efforts of CM:
Cooperation Minister

Haryana Cooperation Min-
ister, Banwari Lal said that 
besides leading in the agri-
culture sector, Haryana has 
now become a sports hub due 
to the outstanding achieve-
ments of sports persons in 
the last 8 years under the 
visionary leadership of Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal. This 
has only been possible due to 
the sports policy of the state 
government. Such sports in-
frastructure and platform has 
been created in the state that 
the sportspersons of Hary-
ana are continuously bring-
ing laurels to the country and 
the state.

The Cooperative Minister 
was speaking as the chief 
guest at the closing ceremony 
of the ongoing annual sports 
meet at Jain Public School, 
Rewari today. He said that 
due to the new sports policy 
and modern infrastructure 
provided by the Haryana 
Government, the players of 
the state are setting the im-
age of Haryana in the world. 
Today, Haryana has created a 
unique identity in the sports 
field. Sports nurseries are be-
ing established in the state by 
the government with the aim 
of popularizing the sports cul-
ture among the children at the 

grass root level.
The Cooperation Minister 

said that the present state 
government is giving maxi-
mum prize money to the win-
ners to boost their morale. In 
the Olympic Games, a cash 
prize of Rs. 6 crore is given 
to the gold medal winner, Rs. 
4 crore to the silver medal 
winner and Rs 2.50 crore to 
the bronze medal winner. 
Haryana is giving same cash 
awards to the medal winners 
of Paralympic at par with 
those who fetch top honours 
in the Olympics. Apart from 
this, a provision has also 
been made to give Rs 15 lakh 
to each participating player. 
After getting selected in the 
Olympic Games, the Hary-
ana government has taken 
the initiative of giving an ad-
vance amount of Rs 5 lakh to 
the sportsperson for prepara-
tion, which is not available in  
any other state.

A provision of Rs 600 
crore has been made for the 
sports department in the 
state budget and an amount 
of Rs 526 crore was spent 
on sports facilities in the  
state, he said.

He  said that 550 new posts 
have been created for the 
youth in the department, 
while 190 sportspersons have 
been given jobs, he said.
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12 LAKH FAMILIES ADDED

HARYANA CM EXPANDS SCOPE 
OF AYUSHMAN BHARAT SCHEME
Haryana Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal has taken 
several public welfare ini-
tiatives in the last 8 years 
to realise the “Antyodaya” 
vision of Pandit Deenday-
al Upadhyaya. Working 
on this vision, tomorrow 
on Monday, November 
21, the Chief Minister will 
give another wonderful 
present to the Antyodaya 
families as the scope of 
the Central Government's 
Ayushman Bharat Prad-
han Mantri-Jan Arogya 
Yojana (AB PM-JAY) has 
been expanded to include 
about 29 lakh families 
under this scheme. Under 
this scheme, the medical 
treatment up to Rs. 5 lakh 
will be done in government 
and private hospitals on 
the panel of Haryana Gov-
ernment.

Working on the vision 
that every person of Hary-
ana gets the benefit of qual-
ity health care facilities, the 
state government has been 
continuously strength-
ening and expanding 
the health care services  
in the state.

The Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal believes that 
the work of 2021 census 

was delayed due to Covid 
crisis and the number of 
Antyodaya families has 
been increased in last 
10 years, therefore the 
Haryana Government has 
decided to consider the 
verified data of the Pari-
var Pehchan Patra to give 
benefits to those families 
whose name were not in-
cluded in the 2011 census.

In the year 2018, under 
the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
the Central Government 
had announced Ayush-
man Bharat – Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, 
with the objective of pro-
viding health facilities to 
the needy and the under-
privileged in the country. 
In Haryana, the benefits of 
this scheme are also being 
given to the eligible ben-
eficiaries as per the Socio 
Economic and Caste Cen-
sus (SECC) list. But Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal 
has increased the annual 
income limit of BPL fami-
lies from Rs. 1.20 lakh to 
Rs. 1.80 lakh.

According to the criteria 
of the central government, 
15,51,798 families in Hary-
ana were being covered 
under this scheme, but the 
Haryana Government has 

now increased the scope of 
the scheme under which 
about 1.24 crore people of 
about 28 lakh families of 
the state will get the benefit 
of this scheme.

The Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal will hold 
the initiative of expanding 
needy beneficiaries under 
Ayushman Bharat- Prad-
han Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana from Manesar in 
Gurugram. On this occa-
sion, all Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha MPs and 
Cabinet Ministers will join 
it virtually and distribute 
golden cards to Antyodaya 
families.

An official spokesperson 
said that chief minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar will 
formally announce the 
extension of the scheme 
on Monday at Manesar in 
Gurugram. All Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha MPs and 
state cabinet ministers 
will join the event virtu-
ally and distribute cards 
to Antyodaya families. 
The spokesperson said 
that according to criteria 
of the Central government, 
about 15.51 lakh families in 
Haryana were identified 
for the scheme on paper 
as per the socio economic  
caste census. 
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Punjab Chief Secretary Vijay Kumar Janjua in a meeting with Deputy Commissioners on Monday.

Haryana CM Manohar Lal.



Rajnath likely to deliveR China a stRong message in Cambodia 
CounteRing aggRession 

T. BRAJESH
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh is likely 
to give a strong 

message to China on its ag-
gressive agenda during his 
upcoming address at the 
meeting of the defence min-
isters of the 10 ASEAN (As-
sociation of the South-East 
Asian Nations) countries in 

Cambodia’s Phnom Penh. 
The meeting will take place 
on 22-23 November. The 
aggression of China would 
also figure during the bilat-
eral meetings that Rajnath 
will hold with his counter-
parts from different nations 
on the sideline of the con-
clave, sources told The Dai-
ly Guardian. Rajnath Singh 
will come face to face with 
his Chinese counterpart 

Wei Fenghe, as both will be 
attending the ‘ADMM Plus’ 
(ASEAN Defence Ministers 
Meeting Plus). However, 
the bilateral meeting be-
tween the Indian and Chi-
nese defence ministers has 
not been confirmed as of 
now. Sources have not also 
ruled out the meeting be-
tween Rajnath and Fenghe.   

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh is likely to hold bilat-

eral talks with his counter-
parts from Quad nations—
Australia, US and Japan. 
Sources said that these in-
teractions would be quite 
important as Rajnath will 
discuss among other issues 
the Chinese expansionist 
agenda in the Indo-Pacific 
with the Quad defence min-
isters.       

Sources said if the meet-
ing takes place, Rajnath 

would use the occasion to 
deliver a strong message to 
his Chinese counterpart on 
the standoff along Line of 
Actual Control (LAC). “The 
Defence Minister would 
also make it a point to re-
mind the Chinese minister 
of how Beijing is disrespect-
ing the written pacts aimed 
at maintaining peace and 
tranquillity along the bor-
ders between India and 

China,” sources said, add-
ing, “It was Wei Fenghe 
who had during a conclave 
in June this year blamed 
India for the LAC military 
standoff. India had objected 
to his remarks then,” say 
sources. In this backdrop, 
Rajnath’s meeting with 
Fenghe would be quite im-
portant if it is finalised.  

The defence ministers of 
both India and China will 

come face to face at the 
conclave at Phnom Penh 
in Cambodia on Tuesday 
and Wednesday. This will 
be happening just days 
after Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping had a 
handshake during the G-20 
summit at Bali in Indone-
sia. Phnom Penh is hosting 
a meeting of the defence 
ministers of the 10 ASEAN 

countries as well as the 
eight dialogue partners 
of the bloc—India, China, 
New Zealand, Japan, Korea, 
Australia, Russia and the 
US. An official said that Ra-
jnath would have bilateral 
meetings with defence min-
isters from various coun-
tries in Cambodia. Howev-
er, no list of these upcoming 
meetings has been given so 
far.  

Continued fRom page 1

Influenced by global terror outfit
“A passenger was carrying a bag that had a 

cooker bomb. It exploded, causing burn injuries 
to the passenger and driver of the auto. The iden-
tity of the auto driver as Purshottam Pujari and 

the passenger as Sharik has been confirmed,” Karnataka 
Additional Director General of Police (ADGP) Alok Kumar 
said addressing a media gathering after he displayed all the 
material recovered from the residence of the accused.

“The accused is already an accused in three cases-- two 
in Mangaluru city and one in Shivamogga. He was booked 
under UAPA (The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Amendment Act) 2008) in two cases and was ‘wanted’ 
in the third one. He was on the run for a long time,” the 
ADGP added. 

He also reiterated that the accused was carrying a fake 
aadhar card in the name of a “public servant”. Following 
the investigation, the police raided the Mysore premises 
of Sharik in Lok Nayak Nagar. They recovered a number 
of explosive materials including sulphur, phosphorus, 
matchboxes, nuts and bolts and circuits. 

“We have come to know the sources of it because some 
of them were bought online and others offline, so we are 
working on it,” the ADGP added mentioning that two oth-
er accused persons are absconding, as of now, who have 
been handling the case with Sharik. 

He further added that Sharik is in touch with three other 
persons whose identity is yet to be identified and for that, 
police have formed a total of five teams to probe the matter 
and nab the network. 

“Sharik’s immediate handler was Arafat Ali, accused in 
two cases. He was in touch with Mussavir Hussain, an ac-
cused in the Al-Hind module case; Abdul Matin Taha was 
one of the accused, as per our information so far he is the 
main handler of Sharik. But Sharik is also in touch with 
two or three others who are yet to be identified,” he said. 

“We have searched seven places and have seized electron-
ic devices whose content is being looked into,” he added 
while informing that the police will also inquire about all 
the persons in whose names the sim cards recovered from 
Sharik were registered. 

“We are going to check even if remote persons have any 
contacts with him or if there are some persons who are 
financially supporting him and giving him background 
support. We can say that his acts have been inspired and 
influenced by some terrorist organisation with a global 
presence,” ADGP Kumar added further. 

He highlighted: Despite Sharik learnt making the explo-
sives, it is yet to be identified if he was trained by someone.

“We ascertained his identity after his family came to meet 
him today, and confirmed us,” ADGP Alok Kumar said. 

It’s now Shinde Sena vs BJP on 
Governor’s Shivaji comment
That’s why it is our demand that a person from the Marathi 
soil be made the Governor. Send Koshyari wherever you 
want,” said the MLA, who represents the Buldhana As-
sembly constituency.

He even made it clear that this issue, if not addressed, 
might become the nucleus of a rift between the ruling al-
lies.

“Central seniors should take note that due to governor, 
differences will be created between the two parties,” read 
a rough translation of his tweet in Marathi.  

Chhatrapati Shivaji, the 17th Century Maratha ruler, is an 
emotive issue in Maharashtra and Mr Koshyari’s remark 
-- that he is “an icon of olden days” -- has incensed many.

The row over Shivaji erupted on Saturday after Koshyari 
referred to him as a ‘hero of the past era’. “When we were 
in school teachers would ask us about our favourite lead-
ers... Maharashtra is full of such tall leaders... Shivaji has 
become hero of the past era,” he said, naming union min-
ister Nitin Gadkari as a contemporary ‘hero’.

The remarks were hugely criticised by Uddhav Thacker-
ay faction and the Congress and NCP as well. Thackeray 
group has been particularly vocal, taking repeated digs at 
the Team Shinde, which toppled Mr Thackeray’s govern-
ment earlier this year with the backing of the BJP.

An editorial in Sena mouthpiece Saamna asked the BJP 
-- which has been protesting against Congress’s Rahul 
Gandhi’s remarks on Veer Savarkar -- to spell out its stand 
on the Governor’s remarks.

“Just like Rahul Gandhi, Governor’s statement also can-
not be called his ‘personal opinion’. People of Maharashtra 
also have a ‘personal opinion’ that whoever insults Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj will have to apologize in front of the 
state,” the editorial said.

In a huge row over Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh 
Koshyari’s comments on Shivaji, and its impact on the 
state’s ruling alliance, Union Minister Nitin Gadkari broke 
his silence and stepped in with words aimed at appeasing 
ally Eknath Shinde.

“Shivaji Maharaj is our god...We revere him even more 
than our parents,” Mr Gadkari said.

Two days ago, it was Mr Gadkari whom Governor Ko-
shyari had complimented while describing Shivaji as an 
outdated icon.

“’Earlier, when you were asked who your icon is, the an-

swers would be Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhas Chandra Bose 
and Mahatma Gandhi. In Maharashtra, you need not look 
elsewhere (as) there are so many icons here. While Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj is icon of the olden days, now there 
are BR Ambedkar and Nitin Gadkari,” the Maharashtra 
Governor had said on Saturday.

At least 162 killed, 6,500 injured in 
Indonesia earthquake
“The latest data showed that 46 people were killed. Victims 
kept coming from many areas. Around 700 people were 
injured,” Herman Suherman, the head of the administra-
tion in Cianjur, told broadcaster Kompas TV. 

He also earlier told broadcaster Metro TV that many of 
the injured “had fractures from being trapped by the ruins 
of buildings”. 

A 5.6- magnitude earthquake rattled the Indonesian capi-
tal of Jakarta for several seconds on Monday, the country’s 
weather and geophysics agency (BMKG) said, adding there 
was no potential for a tsunami. 

The epicentre was determined to be at 6.840 degrees 
south latitude and 107.107 degrees east longitude. Java’s 
largest city is the national capital of Jakarta.

Java is a volcano-dotted island that lies between Sumatra 
and Bali and is situated at the geographic and economic 
centre of Indonesia.

Meanwhile, Indian External Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar expressed solidarity with Indonesia over the loss of 
lives in an earthquake and wished the injured a speedy 
recovery. 

He said that India stands in solidarity with Indonesia and 
its thoughts are with the bereaved families. “Saddened to 
hear news about the loss of life and property in Java, Indo-
nesia from the earthquake. My thoughts are with the be-
reaved families. Wish the injured a speedy recovery. India 
stands in solidarity with Indonesia at this difficult time,” 
Jaishankar tweeted.

Morbi Bridge collapse ‘enormous 
tragedy’, observes CJI bench 
The apex court noted that a division bench headed by the 
Gujarat High Court Chief Justice has already taken a suo 
motu note of the incident and has passed three orders, it 
will not hear the petitions as of now. 

It asked petitioners to approach the High Court with their 
pleas seeking an independent probe and award of dignified 
compensation to those who lost their family members. 

The British-era bridge on the Machchhu river in Morbi 
collapsed on October 30 leaving over 140 dead including 
47 children. 

The top court was hearing a plea filed by the person who 
lost his two relatives in the incident, seeking a CBI probe, 
award of dignified compensation to those who lost their 
family members, the need to fix responsibility against of-
ficials of the Nagar Palika and that the agency entrusted to 
maintain the bridge is held accountable. 

It was also hearing a PIL seeking direction to appoint a 
judicial commission under the supervision of a retired top 
court judge to initiate a probe on the Morbi Bridge collapse 
incident. 

During the hearing, the bench said the Gujarat High 
Court had already taken suo motu cognisance of the Morbi 
bridge collapse on October 30 hence it wouldn’t hear the 
case. It said the High Court would “undoubtedly be seized 
of ensuring a regulatory mechanism so that such incidents 
do not recur.” 

“We are of the view that the High Court would also bring 
to bear its time and attention on other aspects of the mat-
ter which have been highlighted above while recording the 
submissions of the learned counsel of the petitioner,” the 
bench stated in its order. 

Solicitor General of India Tushar Mehta, appearing for 
the Gujarat government, submitted that the High Court 
has already taken note of the issue and that the petitioner 
can raise the issues there.

Congress MLA in MP booked for 
rape 
According to her complaint, after two months of their mar-
riage, the woman alleged that Singhar used to abuse her, 
raped and assaulted her, made an obscene video of her and 
blackmailed her. He also used to have unnatural sex, the 
woman alleged in her complaint. 

Acting on the woman’s complaint, the police on Sunday 
registered an FIR against the Congress MLA.

However, Umang Singhar has alleged police took one-
sided action in an FIR against him. He said that police did 
not take action on his complaint letter submitted at Naog-
aon police station.

Dhar’s Superintendent of Police (SP) Aditya Pratap Singh 
said that a case was registered against Singhar under the 
Indian Penal Code Sections 498-A (domestic violence), 
377 (Unnatural offences), 376 (2) (n) (rape), 323 (volun-
tarily causing hurt), 294 (obscene act), and 506 (criminal 
intimidation). 

Defending himself, the MLA said, “It is our family matter. 
The woman who has made an allegation can only tell what 

is her intention. It is very painful if someone makes such 
allegations against their family.” “I had also complained to 
the police about the way she mentally harassed me and fi-
nancially harassed me, but nothing happened in that mat-
ter till now. I was suffering from torture for the last five to 
six months. My condition had become such that I might 
commit suicide,” he said.

Meanwhile, Singhar’s complaint letter has gone viral on 
social media. According to the viral letter, Singhar wrote 
that he married Pratima on 16 April this year and since 
then she was blackmailing him. She told him that she mar-
ried him only for money and was demanding Rs 10 crore 
from him. She also threatened to end his political career if 
he failed to give her money. 

She wanted to implicate him in a false case, so action 
should be taken against her, he further wrote in the letter.

The 48-year-old Singhar represents the Gandhwani con-
stituency in the Madhya Pradesh Legislative Assembly. He 
was the former forest minister of the state under the tenure 
of former Chief Minister Kamal Nath. 

PM to distribute appointment 
letters to 71,000 today 
the Prime Minister to accord the highest priority to em-
ployment generation. 

The Rozgar Mela is expected to act as a catalyst in further 
employment generation and provide meaningful opportu-
nities to the youth for their empowerment and participa-
tion in national development directly. 

Earlier in October, appointment letters were handed 
over to 75,000 newly inducted appointees under Rozgar 
Mela. “The physical copies of the appointment letters to the 
new appointees will be handed over at 45 locations across 
the country (except Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh),” the 
statement said. 

In addition to the categories of posts filled earlier, posts of 
teachers, lecturers, nurses, nursing officers, doctors, phar-
macists, Radiographers and other technical and paramedi-
cal posts are also being filled. A significant number of posts 
are being filled by the Ministry of Home Affairs in various 
Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF).

Prime Minister will also launch the Karmayogi Pr-
arambh module, the PMO statement said. 

The module is an online orientation course for all new 
appointees in various government departments. 

The statement said it will include a code of conduct for 
Government servants, workplace ethics and integrity, hu-
man resource policies and other benefits and allowances 
that will help them to get acclimatized to the policies and 
transition smoothly into the new roles. 

“They will also get an opportunity to explore other 
courses on igotkarmayogi.gov.in platform to enhance their 
knowledge, skills and competencies,” the PMO statement .

Naxals set ablaze 5 vehicles,  
4 mobile towers in Chhattisgarh
state highway by placing banners and cutting down five 
trees in the Tadoki police station area. 

In the third incident, the Naxals also kindled a private 
bus heading from Koyalibeda to Kanker while it was at 
least one kilometre away from the police station region 
here along with a JCB, Hyva, grader and tractor in Mar-
kanar, SP Sinha said adding that the Naxals further burnt 
the Jio mobile tower in the Jiram Tarai area. 

The Kanker SP said that the Naxals have been protest-
ing the death of Naxalite Darshan Padda and Jagesh with 
banners. 

The RKB Division Committee of Naxalites threw these 
pamphlets in the Durgukondal police station area de-
manding to make North Bastar Division (Kanker, Naray-
anpur, Kodagaon) shutdown successful. The pamphlets 
also had written, “Make North Bastar Division shutdown 
successful in the protest against the killing of Comrade 
Darshan, Jagesh in a fake encounter on 31 October. We will 
take revenge for comrades killed in the fake encounter. 

Meanwhile, Bastar Inspector General of Police (IG) P 
Sundarraj said, “In reaction to the death of DVCM Darshan 
Padda in the last month’s encounter, Naxals have called for 
a bandh (Shutdown) call in North Bastar Division area. 
Out of desperation, they have made soft targets, including 
public utility facilities like mobile towers etc.”

Aaftab misleading investigators, 
police move court for polygraph
examination that Delhi police sought to conduct on Aaftab. 

On Thursday, the court ordered Rohini Forensic Science 
Laboratory to conduct a narco test on Aaftab within five 
days. 

However, the court directed the investigating officer in 
the case not to use third-degree on the accused as it ex-
tended its custody by a further five days. Metropolitan 
magistrate Vijayshree Rathore had allowed the applica-
tion seeking permission for a narco analysis test on Aaftab. 

The court had allowed the plea after take note of the ac-
cused’s consent through Legal Aid Counsel Harshit Sagar. 
The accused was connected to the court proceedings 
through video conferencing. 

“The FSL, Rohini is directed to allow the IO to conduct a 
Narco Analysis Test of the accused within five days from 
today,” the court had said on Thursday. 

During the proceedings, the accused was explained the 
meaning of the narco analysis test and its consequences. 
He was further informed that since he was not physically 
produced before the court and his consent for the test was 
being sought through video conferencing, his consent 
would be recorded through the legal-aid counsel appoint-
ed on his behalf, Harshit Sagar, on 14 November.

Meanwhile, a plea has been moved in the Delhi High 
Court seeking a transfer of investigation in the Shraddha 
murder case from Delhi Police to the CBI. 

The plea, which has been moved by a practising lawyer of 
Delhi, stated that investigation by Delhi Police, in this case, 
cannot be efficiently carried out due to administrative/staff 
paucity as well as lack of sufficient technical and scientific 
equipment to find out the evidence and the witness as the 
incident had taken place about six months back. 

It further stated that the minute and sensitive details of 
the investigation by the Delhi Police have been revealed to 
the public through the media. The presence of media and 
other public persons at the place of recoveries, court hear-
ings etc. of any accused amounts to their interference with 
the evidence and witnesses in the present case.

Family confirms Aradhana’s 
clothes, other belongings 
nearly a week. “She used to go earlier for two-three days. 
But she used to return. But this time, nearly a week had 
passed, she did not return. After that, the police were in-
formed. The skull which has been recovered is my sister’s. 
Her clothes and slippers were also recovered,” he said. 

Aradhana’s father, Kedar Prajapati, said, “Prince Yadav 
had called her up and told her to come with her at 12 pm. 
He made her sit in his vehicle and took her away.”

Anurag Arya, Superintendent of Police, Azamgarh said, 
“A dead body of an unidentified woman was found in a 
well on 16 November. The head was missing and the rest 
of the body parts were missing. It was a challenge for the 
police, it was a crime related to the women. 5 police teams 
were on the job to work out the case.” 

He said that the accused had a relationship with the de-
ceased two years ago. The woman was married in Febru-
ary this year when Prince was outside the country. Upon 
knowing about the marriage, the accused returned to the 
country and plotted to kill the woman. 

“After the interrogation, it came to the fore that when he 
came to know about her marriage, he was offended and 
returned to India. He attempted to threaten the deceased to 
break her marriage and also lured her to stay with him. He 
was aided by his relatives which include his maternal side 
and also his parents. When the woman did not agree, he 
along with his parents and cousin named Sarvesh hatched 
a plan to kill her and dump her body in such a way that it 
could not be recovered and he could not be caught,” the 
police official said. 

Detailing the plot, the SP said that Prince had taken her 
out in the name of visiting a temple and strangled her to 
death in a sugarcane field. “He called the woman on 10 
November, and roamed with her in the name of visiting a 
temple, and took her to the field of his maternal side and 
strangled her to death. To dispose of the body, he along 
with Sarvesh Yadav chopped it by keeping it on a wooden 
log. He threw the rest of the parts into the well, and threw 
the head in a pond along with her clothes,” he said.

“Based on the interrogation, the police have recovered 
everything. The clothes of the deceased have also been re-
covered. The wooden log on which the incident took place 
has been recovered. Evidence collection has been done 
from the field. There are a total of nine accused, of which 
one Prince Yadav has been arrested. The other accused 
Sarvesh Yadav, who is Prince’s uncle’s son is absconding. 
An award of Rs 25,000 has also been announced,” he said.

Man kills daughter, police recover 
body in suitcase 
telling him. He was also enraged that she had married a 
man from a different caste, and that she often stayed out 
till late night. 

SSP Mathura Martand P Singh said, “It is a case of ‘hon-
our killing’. The accused was unhappy with her daughter 
as she married a man of her choice without his approval. 
Following an altercation with the victim, the accused shot 
her twice.”

According to probe findings, 22-year-old Ayushi Yadav 
was shot twice by her father Nitesh. Later, her body was 
thrown along the Yamuna Expressway under Raya police 
station limits of Mathura allegedly by both her parents -- 
Nitish and Brajbala.

“The two accused have been arrested and a case has been 
lodged against them under relevant sections of the IPC.”

Aayushi’s body was found wrapped in plastic in a large 
red suitcase near the Yamuna Expressway in Mathura last 
Friday. There was blood on the face and head and there 
were injury marks all over the body, the police had said.

The suitcase was spotted by labourers, who then called 
the police.
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The keel-laying ceremony for two 
Coast Guard Pollution Control Vessels 
(GSL Yard 1267 and 1268) was held on 
Monday at Goa Shipyard.

Keel-laying is a major milestone activ-
ity in the construction of ships, symbol-
ising the formal commencement of the 
erection process of ships on the build-
ing berth. 

The keel was laid by the Indian Coast 
Guard’s Director General V.S. Patha-
nia, and the ceremony was performed 
in the presence of Goa Shipyard’s CMD 
Brajesh Kumar Upadhyay and other 
senior dignitaries from both Goa Ship-
yard and the Indian Coast Guard.

The two pollution control vessels are 
being indigenously designed and con-
structed by Goa Shipyard.

The construction of these vessels is a 
major boost for Atmanirbhar Bharat 
and India’s Make in India commit-
ment with orders for equipment and 
systems on indigenous firms, includ-
ing MSMEs. 

The first vessel will be delivered to the 
Indian Coast Guard by February 2025 
and the second by August 2025, an 
official statement by the Indian Coast 
Guard said on Monday.

Speaking on the occasion, V.S. Patha-
nia, PTM, TM, the Director General of 
the Indian Coast Guard, said that the 
vessel will be a new generation Special 
Role Vessel, equipped with the most 
advanced and sophisticated equipment 
and capable of performing multifari-
ous roles of Indian Coast Guard, with 
prominent being combating marine 
pollution at extended ranges from the 
coastline.

The vessels will be equipped with 
state-of-the-art technology, advanced 
and highly sensitive pollution control 
equipment, navigation and commu-
nication equipment, sensors, and ma-
chinery, the statement quoted the DG 
as saying.

Notably, the ships will be capable 
of carrying out dedicated oil spill re-
sponse operations for containment, 
recovery, separation and dispersal of 
pollutants.
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PETROL BOMB ATTACK

An aged priest and his 
wife sustained criti-
cal burn injuries as 

over ten assailants hurled 
a petrol bomb at them in a 
bid to burn them alive after 
entering their shop in Raj-
asthan’s Rajsamand district.

The priest Navrattan Lal 
(75) and his wife Jamna 

Devi (60) sustained 80% 
burn injuries in the incident 
that occurred in Heera Ki 
Bassi village, falling under 
Devgarh police station in Ra-
jsamand district, on Sunday 
at around 8.30 p.m. Prima 
facie, a property dispute is 
said to be the reason behind 
the attack.

The police have admitted 
both injured individuals to a 
nearby hospital, where their 

condition is stated to be seri-
ous.

The priest’s son, Mukesh 
Prajapat, alleged that the 
attack took place due to the 
negligence of the police.

The priest’s son told the 
media that a complaint had 
already been submitted to 
the Kamli Ghal police station 
in this regard but no proper 
action was taken.

“The priest and his wife 

were taking their dinner at 
around 8.30 p.m. when 10–
12 people entered their shop 
and hurled a petrol bomb at 
them. Their clothes immedi-
ately caught fire, and he put 
out the fire by pouring water 
on them,” he added.

The attackers fled from the 
spot after hurling the petrol 
bomb.

Rajsamand additional 
police superintendent Shiv 

Lal Berwa said that the old 
couple had been burnt with 
some inflammable object 
because of some property 
dispute. Ten to fifteen people 
have been rounded up on the 
basis of the complaint by the 
victim’s family, he added.

It has also come to light 
during the investigation that 
a case regarding property 
dispute is also pending in a 
district court, he added.
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PRiEsT, wifE sET ABLAzE OvER 
PROPERTy disPuTE in RAjAsThAn

BihAR TRAGEdy 

Death toll climbs 
to eight in Vaishali 
road accident

The death toll in the acci-
dent that took place in Bi-
har’s Vaishali has climbed 
to eight as of Monday. Ear-
lier, at least seven children 
were reported to have killed 
after a truck rammed into a 
roadside settlement in the 
Mehnar area of Vaishali.

Four injured people are 
being treated, according to 
Vaishali’s District Magis-
trate Yash Pal Meena.

“The death toll reported 
so far is eight, four injured 
are still under treatment. 
State Government has an-
nounced an ex-gratia of Rs 
5 lakhs for the kin of the 
deceased. The injured are 
being provided treatment,” 
he said.

Earlier in the day, Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar ex-
pressed grief over the loss 
of lives in the accident that 
took place in Vaishali, and 
announced an ex-gratia for 
the next of kin of the de-
ceased.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced an ex-gratia of Rs 5 
lakh each for the families of 
the deceased.

“I am pained by the in-
cident of a speeding truck 
crushing many people, 
including children, in the 
Desari police station area of 
Vaishali. Deep sympathy for 
the relatives of the deceased. 
They will be given an ex-

gratia grant of Rs 5 lakh 
each. Instructed for proper 
treatment of the injured. 
Wishing them a speedy re-
covery,” Kumar tweeted in 
Hindi in the early hours of 
Monday.

Earlier on Sunday, Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu also 
expressed her condolences 
to the families who lost their 
loved ones in the road acci-
dent in Vaishali.

“The news of several casu-
alties, including children, in 
a road accident in Vaishali, 
Bihar is extremely painful. 
I express my deepest con-
dolences to the families who 
lost their loved ones in this 
accident and wish a speedy 
recovery to the injured,” 
tweeted Rashtrapati Bha-
van in Hindi.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi also condoled the 
loss of lives in the accident. 
He sanctioned ex-gratia of 
Rs 2 lakhs each for the next 
of kin of persons who lost 
their lives and Rs 50,000 
to the injured from PMNRF 
(Prime Minister’s National 
Relief Fund).

“The accident in Vaishali, 
Bihar is saddening. Condo-
lences to the bereaved fami-
lies. May the injured recov-
er soon. An ex-gratia of Rs 
2 lakh from PMNRF would 
be given to the next of kin of 
each deceased. The injured 
would be given Rs 50,000,” 
tweeted Prime Minister’s 
Office.
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PuBLiC OuTRAGE

KARnATAKA MLA’s 
CLOThEs TORn OvER 
ELEPhAnT ATTACKs 

A Karnataka BJP MLA was 
allegedly beaten by angry 
villagers in Chikkamagaluru 
district on Sunday when he 
was on his way to express 
his condolences to the fam-
ily of a woman who died in 
an elephant attack. The rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
MLA from Mudigere, M.P. 
Kumaraswamy’s clothes 
were allegedly torn by locals 
of Hullemane village.

The villagers alleged that 
the MLA did not respond 
properly to provide relief to 
the people from continuous 
elephant attacks.

As per the information, the 
woman succumbed to her 
injuries on Sunday.

Locals say their village is 
being continuously attacked 
by elephants. They held the 
local administration and the 
MLA responsible for these 
attacks, alleging that he did 
not do anything concrete to 
provide relief to the people 
from the elephant attacks.

Informing about the in-
cident, the police said they 
took the MLA to their ve-
hicle to protect him from the 
angry villagers. Later in the 
video, Kumaraswamy was 

seen in a torn shirt and heard 
saying that the attack on him 
was well-planned and there 
was not adequate police se-
curity.

Meanwhile, with increas-
ing attacks by elephants and 
other animals on crops and 
villagers, Mudigere taluk 
coffee growers president 
Balakrishna has sought the 
Union Government’s inter-
vention to keep wild ani-
mals under control. He also 
demanded a special task 
force to tackle the elephant 
menace.

Kumaraswamy has been 
elected from the Mudigere 
seat thrice in 2004, 2008, 
and 2018.  
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M.P. Kumaraswamy

in TAMiL nAdu 

Miscreants hurl petrol 
bomb outside Hindu 
leader’s house 

A petrol bomb was report-
edly hurled outside a Hindu 
leader’s house at Kumbako-
nam in Tamil Nadu’s Thanja-
vur district in the wee hours 
on Monday.

The petrol bomb was re-
portedly hurled in front of 
Hindu Munnani functionary 
Sakarapani’s residence in 
Kumbakonam on Monday at 
around 5 a.m. However, no 
one was hurt in the incident.

After hearing the unusual 
noise, Sakarapani opened 
the door at 5 a.m. and saw 
a petrol bomb in front of his 

house, the Hindu Munnani 
leader said.

At this, he immediately 
alerted the local police sta-
tion, he added.

Senior police officers 
including Thanjavur SP 
reached the spot.

Police are conducting the 
investigation.

Further details are await-
ed.

Earlier too, petrol bombs 
were hurled at some Hindu 
leaders in different parts of 
the state.

Two months ago, in Sep-
tember, three petrol bombs 
were hurled into the house 
of a Rashtriya Swayamse-

vak Sangh (RSS) member in 
the Madurai district of Tamil 
Nadu.

The incident was captured 
in the CCTV footage, which, 
as per the timestamp, took 
place around 7:38 p.m. at the 
Mel Anuppanadi Housing 
Board area in Madurai at the 
residence of M.S. Krishnan.

The CCTV footage shows 
bike-borne men were seen 
approaching the house and 
hurling petrol bombs before 
the duo sped away.

No one was injured in 
the accident, Shanmugam 
Madurai South’s Assistant 
Commissioner told ANI at 
that time.
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OnGOinG TussLE 

‘Zero tolerance to 
nepotism’: Kerala 
Governor 

The tussle between Kerala 
Governor Arif Mohammed 
Khan and the Pinarayi Vi-
jayan government seems to 
be continuing, as the for-
mer said on Monday that he 
would not allow favouritism 
and nepotism in appoint-
ments in state universities.

Speaking to the media, 
the governor said, “It is my 
duty to ensure that appoint-
ments made on the basis of 
favouritism and nepotism 
are not allowed. As long as 
I am here, I will not allow 
that. Only people who are 
qualified, and meet all the 
requirements of the UGC 
will be appointed.”

The governor said, “If 
somebody sitting in the CM’s 
office is directing VC to ap-
point his relatives and if the 
CM doesn’t know about it, it 
shows how incompetent he 
is. If he knows about it, then 
he is equally guilty.”

“The leadership will have 
to take moral responsibility. 
I have said again and again 
that I am not looking for 
personal vindication. There 
is no personal fight with any-
body. My job is to ensure that 
the law of the land is upheld. 

My job is to see that the uni-
versities are free from execu-
tive interference,” he added.

Earlier, he alleged that all 
appointments in the state-
run universities are “illegal”, 
adding that the universities 
have “become fiefdoms of 
the party cadre.”

“Why don’t you raise the 
issue that Kerala had 13 
universities and all appoint-
ments were illegal? Is there 
any other state where 100% 
of appointments have been 
done in violation of the law? 
Universities have become 
fiefdoms of the party cadre 
and their relatives,” the Gov-
ernor had alleged.

He said that he would re-
sign if he could be countered 
with one instance where he 
interfered in the business of 
the government.
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 INVESTIGATION 

Maharashtra CM directs probe in 
Pune-Bengaluru highway accident

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde on Sunday 
directed a thorough inves-
tigation into the cause of 
the tragic road accident that 
took place on the Pune-Ben-
galuru highway on Sunday 
evening, in which over 40 
vehicles were damaged and 
reportedly 38 people were 
injured.

“Several vehicles crashed 
in an accident involving a 
tanker at Navale Bridge in 
Pune. As soon as the infor-
mation about this accident 
was known, immediate in-
structions are given to find 
out the exact cause of the ac-

cident,” tweeted CM Shinde.
Further, Chief Minister 

Eknath Shinde has given 
instructions to the local 

administration to arrange 
proper treatment for the 
injured. “Instructions have 
also been given to the local 

administration to arrange 
proper treatment for the 
injured in this accident, and 
the traffic police have also 
been instructed to ensure 
that the traffic congestion 
caused by this accident in 
the area is not disturbed,” 
he tweeted. The accident 
took place on the Pune-Ben-
galuru highway on Sunday 
evening.

“A major road accident oc-
curred at the Navale bridge 
on the Pune-Bengaluru 
highway in Pune, in which 
about 48 vehicles got dam-
aged. Rescue teams from the 
Pune Fire Brigade and Pune 
Metropolitan Region Devel-
opment Authority (PMRDA) 
have reached the spot,” said 

Pune Fire Brigade officials.
A total of 24 cars suffered 

serious damage, and the 
earlier number of damage 
to 48 vehicles also included 
vehicles that suffered minor 
damages after a truck lost 
control and rammed into 
several vehicles stuck in traf-
fic on the bridge.

The Pune Police said that 
the truck driver who lost 
control of the vehicle is ab-
sconding but Police have a 
strong lead to nab him.

As many as 11 injured per-
sons were treated on the spot 
in 108 ambulances, 6 others 
required hospitalisation and 
they are admitted to a nearby 
hospital, and one injured is 
critical,  said Pune police.
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TRAGiC ACCidEnT MAdE in indiA 

ThREE dEAd AfTER GOOds TRAin 
dERAiLs in OdishA

Keel laid for two new 
pollution control vessels 
at Goa ShipyardTDG NETWORK

koRai 

TDG NETWORK
new delhi 

As many as three people died af-
ter a goods train derailed on early 
Monday morning at Korai Sta-
tion in Jajpur district, under East 
Coast Railway.

The goods train got derailed at 
about 6:44 a.m., damaging the 
railway station building as well. 
Relief teams and Railway officials 
were rushed to the site. 

A rescue operation is under-
way. Divisional Railway Manager 
(DRM) Khurda Road and other 
branch officers rushed to the ac-
cident spot for relief work. 

Both rail lines have been 
blocked, informed officials.

However, some trains have been 
cancelled and a few diverted due 
to the derailment.

Howrah-Bhubaneswar Jan-
shatabdi Express, Shalimar-Puri 
Express, Shalimar-Hyderabad 
Express, Cuttack-Bhadrak-Cut-
tack Passenger Special, Bhu-
baneswar-Balasore Passenger 
Special, and several other trains 
have been cancelled.

Hyderabad-Shalimar East 
Coast Express will be diverted via 
Jakhpura-Jaroli-Tata, Bangalore-
Santragachi Express will be di-
verted via Jakhpura-Jaroli-Tata, 
Tirupati-Howrah Express will be 
diverted via Angul-Sambalpur 
City-Jharsuguda, Chennai-San-
tragachi Express will be diverted 
via Jakhpura-Jaroli-Tata, and 
Puri-AnandViharNandanKanan 
Express will be diverted via Jakh-
pura-Jaroli-Tata.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik expressed deep 
grief at the loss of life in a train ac-
cident at Korai station.

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik 
conveyed his deep sympathy to 
the bereaved families and an-
nounced an ex-gratia of Rs two 
lakh each to the next of kin of the 
victims.

The Chief Minister directed the 
administration to expedite the 
rescue operation and provide ad-
equate treatment for the injured 
persons, and asked the Minister 
of Revenue and Disaster Manage-
ment, Pramilla Mallick, to visit 
the spot and take stock.

top of the day

MAn ARREsTEd 
fOR sTOPPinG 
KERALA hC ChiEf 
jusTiCE’s CAR
koChi: a man was arrest-
ed for stopping the official 
car of kerala high Court 
Chief justice s maniku-
mar and allegedly using 
abusive words against him. 
The incident happened in 
kochi near goshreebridge. 
Police have registered a 
case of attempt to murder 
against the person. The 
incident took place on 
sunday at around 11 pm 
when Chief justice was 
going to his residence 
from kochi airport. Tijo, 
who is the accused is a 
native of udumbanchola 
in the idukki district 

sTudEnTs fALL 
unCOnsCiOus 
AfTER inhALinG 
TOxiC GAs in 
BihAR
madhubani: at least 
seven students of a 
government school fell 
unconsious allegedly due 
to suffocation on monday. 
The students allegedly 
inhaled some form of toxic 
gas released due to the 
burning of raw coal in a 
nearby coal depot. The 
incident took place in the 
CPs school located at 
nagar Thana Chowk. after 
the incident, all affected 
students were shifted 
to the sadar hospital. 
however, according to the 
doctors, they are out of 
danger and stable now. “

GujARAT 
LAwyERs MEET 
Cji On TRAnsfER 
Of jusTiCE  
niKhiL s KARiEL
new delhi: The repre-
sentatives of the gujarat 
high Court advocates’ 
association (ghCaa) on 
monday met the Chief 
justice of india dY Chan-
drachud, and two senior 
judges of the supreme 
Court and were assured 
that the collegium would 
examine the objections 
raised by the bar against 
the proposed transfer of 
justice nikhil s kariel. The 
Cji met the delegation 
of lawyers representing 
the ghCaa for over 30 
minutes in his chamber in 
the presence of justices 
sanjay kishan kaul and 
mR shah, who are mem-
bers of the Collegium. The 
Cji told the delegation 
that advocates should not 
abstain from work. 

dELhi LG 
APPROvEs hiRinG 
Of 5 judiCiAL 
OffiCERs                    
new delhi: delhi lieu-
tenant governor Vinai ku-
mar saxena has approved 
the hiring of five judicial 
officers and 35 other cleri-
cal and support staff in 
five special courts to clear 
the huge backlog of cases 
registered under the 
negotiable instruments 
act (ni act) in city courts. 
it said that the move aims 
at expediting the disposal 
of court cases under the 
ni act and reducing the 
huge pendency of cases 
mainly due to procedural 
and logistical delays owing 
to a shortage of staff. The 
decision came in wake of 
the supreme Court order 
that was issued on may 
19 this year, in a suo moto 
writ regarding “expedi-
tious Trial of Cases under 
section 138 of negotiable 
instruments act, 1881.”

Aftermath of the tragic incident at Pune-Bengaluru highway.



Environmental activist 
Medha Patkar joining 
Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat 

Jodo yatra in Maharashtra 
on Saturday will seriously 
undermine whatever little 
chance the Congress had to 
give a fight to the BJP in Gu-
jarat. Not that the Congress 
has any chance to win Guja-
rat, but this will enable inde-
cisive voters who love Gujarat 
to vote back the BJP with a 
decisive majority.

In Gujarat, Patkar is seen 
as a symbol of anti-develop-
ment and she is held as one 
of those responsible for stall-
ing the Narmada Dam proj-

ect through contentious legal 
battles for three decades. Gu-
jarat suffered due to drought 
and lack of water, but the dam 
could not be built in time. The 
state even witnessed water ri-
ots where people fought for 
getting water.

The clearance to increase 
the height of Narmada Dam 
to its fullest potential was 
given in 2017 and fully func-
tional dam was inaugurated 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in 2017. He deserved the 
honour since he had assidu-
ously fought anti-dam activ-
ists because the dam was the 
only hope to provide water 
to the parched state. Patkar 
as founder of the Narmada 
Bachao Andolan is seen as a 
villain by many in the state.

By aligning with Patkar, 
Rahul Gandhi has definitely 
handed over a sensitive issue 
to the BJP. An average voter in 
Gujarat wants development 
and he knows the role played 
by the Sardar Sarovar Dam 
built over river Narmada in 
Kevadia. If river Sabarmati 

has been restored to its glory, 
credit goes to the dam that has 
provided the much needed 
water.

All senior BJP leaders, in-
cluding the Prime Minister, 
has attacked the Congress for 
this bonhomie with Patkar. In 
politics, more so during elec-
tions, such symbols do play 
a crucial role in shaping the 
opinion of voters. It tells them 
what a party represents and 
how sensitive it is to the emo-
tions of people.

The choice for an aver-
age voter in Gujarat is clear. 
While the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) has become the 
symbol for anarchy where 
freebies are considered sub-
stitute for development, the 
Congress has become the 
newfound platform of the 
left-liberal cabal that is fash-
ionably referred to as Urban 
Naxals.

The issue is why did Rahul 
Gandhi do this? He is not na-
ïve to know that the political 
discourse in Gujarat cannot 
remain isolated from what 
happens in other parts of 
the country. Has he decided 
to give a walkover to the BJP? 
He knows that the Congress 
is weak in the state.

The other reason could be 
the absence of self-confidence 
that he can take public sup-
port and take on the BJP. 
Hence, he prefers to associate 
with forces that are isolated 
and rejected in the new dis-

course in Modi’s India, where 
every action is being tested 
on the basis of nationalism. 
Rahul Gandhi finds solace in 
the company of these leaders 
who can talk big, but cannot 
get enough public support to 
shore up the Congress’ dwin-
dling fortunes.

He sided with Kanhaiah 
Kumar of JNU with much 
fanfare and supported him 
even when the entire country 
seemed to be upset and angry 
with the “tukde tukde” gang 
that spoke of Azadi for Kash-
mir. How could he imagine 
that youths of the country 
would associate with the 
urban Naxal phenomenon 
that survives by supporting 
anti-India forces.

The Naxals used to cham-
pion armed rebellion to over-
throw elected regimes and 
their overground support-
ers masquerading as Left-
Liberals used to give them 
ideological support. These 
people celebrated killings of 
security forces in the hands 
of the Naxals in rural and 
tribal areas and when Nax-
als were killed, they made a 
hue and cry over violations 
of human rights.

Kanhaiah Kumar, Alpesh 
Thakore and Hardik Pan-
dya had formed a troika in 
the arsenal of the Congress 
to attract the youths. Two 
of them soon realised that 
their course was wrong and 
that the Congress was not 

the right platform to do con-
structive politics and are now 
contesting in Gujarat on BJP 
tickets.

Kanhaiah Kumar has been 
ideological leader of the slo-
gan shouting brigade. He 
would take time to have a 
brush with reality in the po-
litical battleground of Bihar 
where people are pitted be-
tween the BJP and the Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD). He is 
too much sound in the clas-
sical style that does not gel 
with the realpolitik of Bihar 
where politics is the pudding 
on every dinner table.

Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra is an attempt to bring 
together all these kinds of 
people closer to him. One 
does not get public support 
by yatra unless you have an 
agenda. It is what you rep-
resent and speak in the po-
litical discourse that decide 
public affiliation. Instead of 
focusing on problems faced 
by people, he is still enjoying 
applaud from his ideological 
support base for criticising 
Narendra Modi.

Not a day goes when he 
does not come with venom 
against Modi or the RSS. 
If he had to do just that he 
could have done that from 
the comfort of his home in 
Delhi. Why undertake such 
a yatra that keeps him away 
from political campaign 
that is so crucial for the Con-
gress. He definitely wants to 

prove something but nobody 
knows what.

Keeping a beard JNU-style 
suits a 25-yer old who is dis-
covering himself and imag-
ines a revolution to change 
the world. It does not suit 
a person who has reins of 
the country’s oldest politi-
cal party. The seriousness 
should reflect in every word 
one speaks to enable people 
to take you seriously.

One has to be sensitive to 
understand the problems of 
people and be committed to 
the cause of national resur-
gence. In Rahul Gandhi’s 
case, he seems to be doing 
everything for optics. If one 
wishes to emulate Mahatma 
Gandhi, one should know 
that he gave up his angavas-
trum to a lady who did not 
have enough clothes. After 
that, he became the half-
naked fakir.

People of India are very 
mature in political terms. 
They know who stands for 
what. Narendra Modi’s rise 
despite attacks and vilifica-
tion by his adversaries prove 
beyond doubt that they know 
the truth and not swayed by 
propaganda. People such 
as Medha Patkar may get 
international awards, but 
they would not be reflecting 
the real aspirations of an av-
erage Indian despite the class 
and caste divide. The political 
choice is clear for one who as-
pired to rule.

Siding with Patkar: 
Rahul’s new self goal
By aligning with Medha Patkar, Rahul Gandhi has definitely handed 
over a sensitive issue to the BJP, and undermined whatever little 
chance the Congress had to give a fight to the BJP in Gujarat.

geopolitics

electioN tiMe

What is Qatar’s claim to football-fame for it to be 
the host of one of the biggest international sporting 
events, the FIFA World Cup? One win in an Asia Cup 
tournament in 2019 out of ten such appearances? As 
it became apparent at Sunday’s inaugural match, the 
Qataris were no competition to the Ecuadorians, who 
defeated them convincingly with a 2-0 margin. Not 
surprising, given Qatar doesn’t have a culture of foot-
ball, which became obvious during Sunday night’s 
match, when the Qatari audience started to leave the 
stadium much before the match ended. There are 
anyway allegations that Qatar bribed top FIFA offi-
cials to get the hosting rights of the World Cup. But 
even if such allegations are discounted, the least that 
Qatar could have done during the World Cup was to 
put its best foot forward to showcase its culture and 
history, and promote itself as one of the top tourist 
destinations of the world, the way that the UAE has 
done, especially in Dubai and in the other emirates. 
Instead, Qatar is parading the most in-your-face con-
servatism that the rest of the world has seen. This 
will not only drive away future tourists, but also give 
a bad name to the Gulf Cooperation Council coun-
tries as a whole. While a country’s culture must be 
respected by visitors, what is unfathomable is why 
Qatar stopped the sale of beer even inside stadiums, 
thus depriving the fans of a drink that is intrinsic to 
the game of football. Many Gulf countries allow tour-
ists, including non-Muslims, to consume alcohol in 
designated areas, even though it is banned for Mus-
lims. But not in Qatar, which was contract-bound to 
serve beer in the stadiums, but reneged on it. Then it 
put pressure on FIFA to stop players from wearing 
their “One Love” armband, which they were going to, 
as a mark of protest against Qatar’s hardline policy on 
homosexuality. There are dressing restrictions too for 
women in particular, with revealing clothes not al-
lowed.

The fundamental problem is that Qatar wants the 
rest of the world to respect its religious beliefs and 
customs, but is not ready to return that courtesy, and 
has gone to the extent of banning kosher food, which 
the Jewish people have for religious reasons, apart 
from disallowing them to perform sabbath and other 
prayers. As a result, reports say, thousands of Jew-
ish football fans, particularly from the United States, 
have cancelled their trip to Qatar. But then Qatar will 
say that it doesn’t need the “meagre” income from 
these tourists, considering its expenditure in this 
World Cup is in the range of $220 billion, which is ap-
parently twice the total amount of what eight previ-
ous World Cups spent.

Such is the arrogance of this oil-rich Gulf coun-
try—with a population of a meagre 3 million, the 
sole reason why it has the world’s highest per capita 
income—that it is not averse to making a religio-po-
litical statement by inviting radical Islamist cleric and 
preacher of hate, Zakir Naik, to watch football and 
deliver religious sermons during the tournament’s 
duration. One of India’s “most wanted” and a fugitive, 
Zakir Naik is a terror instigator and money launderer, 
who is guilty of brainwashing the young and pushing 
them to the path of terrorism. He is banned even in 
the UK, where Naik not only praised Osama Bin Lad-
en, but also urged “all Muslims to be terrorists”. Naik 
was given refuge in Malaysia, which has consistently 
refused to send him back to India, apart from backing 
him publicly during the rule of Mahathir Mohamed, 
which nearly derailed Malaysia’s relations with In-
dia. It was only when India stopped importing palm 
oil from Malaysia, one of the mainstays of its econo-
my, and Mahathir Mohamed had to leave power, that 
Kuala Lumpur stopped its public endorsement of 
Zakir Naik. For Qatar to pick up that man and show-
case him as an upholder of Islam amounts to send-
ing a message to India. This also has to be seen in the 
context of Qatar being in the forefront of the protests 
in the Gulf over Nupur Sharma’s derogatory com-
ments as it tried to be the leader of the Muslim world. 
Doha had the gall to call the Indian ambassador and 
chide him. It’s time New Delhi repaid it in the same 
coin on the Zakir Naik issue. India has been manag-
ing its differences with Qatar primarily because it is 
one of India’s main gas suppliers; as well as to ensure 
that no harm comes to the huge diaspora working in 
that country. But a message must be given. Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar has already visited Qatar for 
the opening ceremony. It is hoped that no other offi-
cial visit will take place during the World Cup, even 
if our ministers or other officials are invited to watch 
the final or other matches. India also needs to be more 
persistent about taking up the cause of the Indian la-
bourers working in Qatar in sub-human conditions. 
Qatar is puny, with its economy the size of Mumbai’s 
economy at around $274 billion, and needs a rap on 
the knuckles for being so badly behaved.

Qatar cannot hide its grave failings under the cover 
of Islamophobia. Criticising its inhuman policies 
does not amount to Islamophobia. It’s a legitimate 
criticism of a country that still lives in the dark ages, 
however modern and glittering it may appear from 
the outside. If Qatar is hosting the World Cup because 
it wants prestige on the world stage, it will never get 
that. Just imagine, 1.2 million football fans visiting 
Qatar and then spreading the message to the world 
how regressive Qatar is, where the threat of incarcer-
ation hangs on everyone’s head for perceived insults 
to local customs. But then Qatar deserves this for try-
ing to divide the sport that unites the world.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
REGRESSIVE

Qatar proviNg to  
be uNfit to host  
the World cup

The G-20 summit at Bali was 
a game-changer in many 
ways. India will be leading 
the G20. It will have many 
narratives. One of the narra-
tives would be opportunities 
for the world to understand 
India’s perspectives. How 
does India look at the world? 
The Prime Minister said that 
this summit is not merely a 
diplomatic meeting. India 
takes it as a new responsibil-
ity and sees it as the world’s 
trust in it. “Today, there is an 
unprecedented curiosity in 
the world to know and un-
derstand India. Today, India 
is being studied in a new 
light. Our current successes 
are being assessed and un-
precedented hopes are being 
expressed about our future.”

The logo of G20 emblem 
and theme were system-
atically designed to evolve 
Indian philosophy of One 
Earth, One Family and One 
Future. The lotus in the logo 
symbolizes India’s ancient 
heritage, faith and thought. 
The philosophy of Adwait 

emphasises the oneness of 
all creatures and this phi-
losophy will be a medium 
of resolution of today’s con-
flicts. This logo and theme 
represent many key mes-
sages from India. Through 
the G-20, India can convey 
the message of Buddha for 
freedom from war, and Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s solutions 
in the face of violence. The 
Prime Minister said that 
India’s G-20 presidency is 
coming at a time of crisis and 
chaos. He underlined that 
the world is dealing with the 
after-effects of a disruptive 
global pandemic, conflicts 
and lots of economic uncer-
tainty. The Prime Minister 
said that even if the world is 
in a deep crisis, we can still 
progress to make it a bet-
ter place. India is the only 
country which holds the 
developing and developed 
countries together. PM Modi 
categorically said that India 
maintains close relations 
with developed countries, 
on the one hand, and at the 
same time, understands and 
expresses the views of devel-
oping countries very well. 
India’s vision and common 
objective are to bring the 
whole world together for 
a better future. The Prime 
Minister gave examples of 
One Sun, One World, One 
Grid which has been India’s 
clarion call for a revolution 
in the world of renewable 
energy, and the global health 

campaign of One Earth, One 
Health. 

India’s believes that inter-
national organizations have 
badly failed. PM Modi said 
that the UN has been un-
able to resolve the chaos and 
subtly hinted that the UN 
has failed in upholding its 
mandate. He added that all 
nations have failed to reform 
the UN. “There is a crisis of 
essential goods all over the 
world. The challenge for the 
poor citizens of every coun-
try is more severe. Everyday 
life was already a struggle 
for them. They do not have 
the financial capacity to deal 
with the double whammy. 
PM Modi argued that due 
to the UN’s failure, the G20 
has become an ever more im-
portant multilateral forum. 
The world health organiza-
tion had shown its inability 
during the pandemic. There 
were other lame duck organ-
isations like the World Trade 
Organization and World 
Bank.

India’s five millennia as a 
civilization entity have al-
ways involved engagement 
with the outside world. 
Right from the earliest times, 
Indian kingdoms and emirs 
maintained ties with other 
countries and regions.

Kishore Mahubani, an ex-
pert of international politics 
from Singapore, called the 
western dominance for two 
centuries as an historical 
aberration. It means the East 

has all the resources to be the 
driving power of the world 
politics. Quincy Wright, a 
western philosopher, said 
categorically that Indian 
perspectives of world politics 
are much better and deeper 
to understand the dynamics 
of world politics. But theo-
ries of Kautilya and Manu 
remained confined into a 
few pages of Indian politi-
cal thought. Since compre-
hensive understanding was 
never elaborated, therefore it 
sounds out of context. Forget 
about foreigners, our own 
people do not trust. That is 
why we need Indian ways of 
understanding world issues. 

Indian perspective is very 
straight forward. The con-
cept of Vishw Guru is not 
about coercion, force or eco-
nomic embargo. If we see the 
different doctrines of Amer-
ica, it is all about harming 
others. Indian philosophy 
has displayed the concept of 
peace and prosperity. Indian 
influence in South-East Asia 
is well-known. Indian influ-
ence spanned in the Middle 
East and Africa. British co-
lonial power had used the 
historical links of India in 
acquiring the land of the 
Middle East countries. In a 
conversation with Churchill 
during World War II, Gen-
eral Claude Auchinleck 
said: “India is vital to our ex-
istence. We could still hold 
India without the Middle 
East, but we cannot hold the 

Middle East without India.” 
India as the springboard for 
security of the regions to its 
west and east had resulted in 
a British project, beginning 
in the eighteenth century, to 
create closer ties between the 
Persian Gulf and India.

The whole world is one. 
There is need to share and 
rejoice. Your miseries are 
my pain. None of the west-
ern theories of world poli-
tics explained these compo-
nents, be it realist or idealist 
or English school of thought 
or post modernist. China as 
a power is going on western 
lines. Its OBR has displayed 
the imperial approach of the 
west. In the name of connect-
ing the world, it is creating 
naval military bases in the 
Indian Ocean. It is dividing 
the world for its own eco-
nomic benefits. 

There are many India stra-
tegic thinkers of modern 
times who explained how 
independent India lost the 
opportunities to be a great 
power. India could have 
been a great power had it re-
tained and maintained the 
British India edge in the Far 
East and Middle East. Indian 
strategic thinker Pannikar 
explained his view, “The 
old Indian empire as a com-
mon defense had much in 
its favour.” In his 1943 book 
‘The Future of South East 
Asia’, Pannikar had already 
argued that in history, India 
had been the only power able 

to control South East Asia or 
what he called “Further In-
dia”. Pannikar saw India as 
the security provider as well 
as the key economic power 
for the region because of its 
geographical position, size, 
and resources. Another Indi-
an strategic thinker Prof P.N. 
Kirpal, wrote in 1945, “Three 
great highways connect India 
with the rest of the world. 
One was from Calcutta to-
wards the South and South 
East; the sea routes reach 
Australia and New Zealand.”

The world has seen more 
disruptions in the last 12 
months. The reemergence 
of Taliban in Afghanistan, 
Russia-Ukraine war, Taiwan 
-China tensions and many 
more created fault lines in 
world politics; it seems the 
list is endless. India has 
called for peace initiatives 
and dialogue; the PM and 
India’s foreign minister has 
repeatedly urged for peace 
from different international 
forums. G-20 will showcase 
that economic activities flow 
more smoothly through the 
cultural channels. It has san-
ity and serenity. China is in 
an aggressive mood to move 
on western lines, carrying 
the same ideas of force and 
deceit. Therefore, Indian per-
spectives are very important 
for the world to understand. 
G-20 will facilitate these op-
portunities.
Prof Satish Kumar, Political 
Science, IGNOU, New Delhi.

G-20 presidency will let New Delhi convey 
India’s perspective on global issues
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The Jammu and Kashmir and La-
dakh High Court in the case Shashi 
Paul Singh Vs Gurmeet Paul & Anr 
observed and has reiterated that 
once a person enters into wedlock 
and has decided to raise a family, 
he cannot turn around and say that 
he is not ready for performing his 
moral and legal obligation flowing 
out of the wedlock as he being in no 
mood to earn livelihood.
The bench comprising of Justice 
Vinod Chatterji Koul observed and 
has relied upon the case Vikram 
Jamwal v. Geetanjali Rajput and 
another, wherein it was observed 

that it is for a person to decide to 
marry or not to marry, but once if 
a person decides to marry then he 
is bound for performing all the du-
ties and discharge all obligations 
that the society and law expect and 
require him to discharge.
In the present case, the bench 
was hearing a petition in terms of 
which it has been challenged by 
the petitioner the order of Princi-
pal Sessions Judge as a Revisional 
Court, upholding the order which 
is passed by the court of Chief Ju-
dicial Magistrate which awarded 
maintenance to his wife and 
daughter (who are living separate-
ly from him).

Further, it has been argued by the 
petitioner that the impugned me-
chanically fixed quantum of main-
tenance at an exorbitant rate with-
out taking into consideration his 
liabilities and which after making 
all necessary deductions is around 
Rs. 12000/- only. It was also sub-
mitted by him that he is ready to 
take care of their expenses which 
are provided if they join his com-
pany.
The bench headed by Justice Koul 
observed while adjudicating upon 
the matter that it is being a settled 
law that the nature of duty cast on a 
person to maintain his wife, child/
children and parents that sufficient 

means has been interpreted for in-
cluding the capacity to earn and 
as long as a person is able bodied 
with capacity to earn, for maintain-
ing his wife, he cannot escape from 
his legal duty, parents and children, 
who are being unbale to maintain 
themselves, on the ground that he 
does not actually have any income.
Therefore, it has also been noted 
by the court that the petitioner had 
himself refused to take the respon-
dents back and thus they are hav-
ing a sufficient ground for residing 
separately from the petitioner.
Accordingly, the court found the 
petition without any merit and the 
same got dismissed.

IN COURT

J&K&L High Court Reiterates:  
Married Man With Capacity To 
Earn Obligated To Maintain Wife & 
Children, Cannot Plead Penury
TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi High Court in the case Joshini Tuli 
v. State of (NCT) of Delhi & Ors observed in 
a public interest litigation filled by the law-
yer, wherein seeking transfer of probe in the 
Shraddha Walkar murder case to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation from the Delhi 
Police.
It has been stated in the PIL by Advocate 
Joshini Tuli that the Delhi Police have re-
vealed “each and every detail” regarding 
their investigation to the public and the me-
dia which is not permitted in law.
Further, the petition added that the pres-
ence of public and media at place of recov-
eries and the hearings of the court amounts 
to “interference with the evidence and the 
witnesses.
It has been argued in the plea that the above-
mentioned incident of murder is alleged 
for having been taken place in Delhi and 
thereafter the body parts have been alleged 
to have disposed of at different places, thus 
the investigation of P.S. Mehrauli cannot ef-
ficiently be carried out due to staff paucity/
administrative as well as lack of sufficient 
technical and scientific equipment to find 
out the evidence and the witnesses as the 
incident had taken place about 6 months 

back in the month of May, 2022.
The court observed that this is the case of 
horrific murder which came to light when 
Shraddha’s father on September 15 filed 
a missing complaint. Thus, a Fir was then 
registered under Section 365 of Indian Penal 
Code, 1860 on October 11 against the victim’s 
live-in-partner Aftab Amin Poonawala.
Further, the court observed that Aftab’s 
alleged disclosure statement and the other 
offences under Section 302 and Section 201 
of the Indian Penal Code were added to the 
FIR alleged.
In the matter, the accused, Aaftab strangling 
Shraddha to death and allegedly chopping 
her body into multiple pieces before dump-
ing them.
It is added in the petition filled that Aftab 
could not be produced physically on the said 
date before court due to the high sensitivity 
of the matter and also because of the fear of 
the different religious groups who might in-
jured and attacked him.
Further, the petition added that it is perti-
nent to mention here that the Court of the 
Ld. MM on November 17, 2022, when the 
Accused was produced and was chock a 
block with Media persons leaving no space 
for even the lawyers to step foot in the con-
cerned court room.

IN COURT

PIL IN HIGH COURT SEEKING 
TRANSFER OF PROBE TO CBI, SAYS 
DELHI HIGH COURT POLICE LEAKING 
EVERY MINUTE DETAIL TO MEDIA; 
SHRADDHA MURDER CASE

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in 
the case Intelligence 
Officer, Thiruvanan-

thapuram vs K K Naushad 
observed and has reiter-
ated that neutral substance 
quantity cannot be ignored 
while labelling of the quan-
tity contraband recovered 
as ‘small quantity’ or the 

‘commercial quantity’.
In the present case, it 

was observed that the Ker-
ala High Court (in the im-
pugned judgment that was 
delivered in 2007) had re-
lied on its earlier judgment 
in the case E. Micheal Raj V. 
Intelligence Officer, Narcot-
ic Control Bureau, wherein 
allowing the appeal filed by 
the accused who were con-
victed in an NDPS case.

Last Week, the bench 
comprising of Justice San-
jay Kishan Kaul and Justice 
Abhay S. Oka observed 
while allowing the appeal 
this judgment came up for 
hearing observed and has 
noted that the judgment in 
E. Micheal Raj which later 
overruled in Hira Singh Vs. 
Union of India.

The bench observed that 
there being no cavil to the 
issue that the judicial pro-
nouncement now settles 
the issue in the case “Hira 
Singh & Anr. Vs. Union 
of India & Anr.” the court 
stated that the decision of 

this Court is being relied 
upon in the impugned judg-
ment in the case “E. Micheal 
Raj V. Intelligence Officer, 
Narcotic Control Bureau, 
is no more good law and 
in determining as to what 
is the quantity, the neutral 
substance quantity is not be 

ignored.
The bench while allow-

ing the appeal filled by the 
State observed that the 
aforesaid being the position, 
there is little choice with 
us but to allow the appeal 
and uphold the sentence 
as imposed of 10 years by 

the Trial Court. Though, it 
has been realised by this 
court that the travesty of 
the situation arising from 
prolonged pendency of 
the present appeal where 
the impugned judgment is 
of vintage 28.3.2007 i.e. 15 
years old.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: NEUTRAL SUBSTANCE 
QUANTITY CANNOT BE IGNORED WHILE 
LABELLING THE CONTRABAND RECOVERED 
AS ‘SMALL’ OR ‘COMMERCIAL’ QUANTITY
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Jain P. Jose vs Santhosh 
observed and has reiterated 
that the presumption under 
Section 139 of Negotiable In-
struments Act, 1881 includes 
a presumption that there 
exists a legally enforceable 
liability or debt.
In the present case, a cheque 
bounce complaint has been 
dismissed by the High Court 
on the ground that the com-
plaint was not able to adduce 
sufficient evidence that he 
was in a position for advanc-
ing a loan of Rs. 9 lakhs to 
the accused. Therefore, the 
High Court of Kerela upheld 
the Trial Court order and 
has relied on a decision in 
the case John K. Abraham v. 
Simon C. Abraham.
In appeal, it has been noted 
by the Apex Court bench 
comprising of Justice Sanjiv 
Khanna and Justice J K Ma-
heshwari observed and has 
stated that the accused had 
accepted his signature on 
the subject cheque. Further, 
it was stated that this court 
does not think that the High 
Court was right in holding 
that the onus was not on the 
side of the accused to show 
that the debt was neither 
due and was nor payable.
The bench while relying 
upon the decision in the 
case T. Vasanthakumar 
Vs. Vijaykumari observed 

that this decision, refers to 
an earlier judgment of this 
Court in the case Rangappa 
vs. Sri Mohan, wherein 
the court made it clear on 
the presumption as stated 
under Section 139 of the NI 
Act, the bench observed that 
this includes a presumption 
that there exists a legally 
enforceable debt or liability. 
However, the presumption 
stated under Section 139 of 
the N.I. Act is rebuttable 
and the same is open to the 

accused for raising a defence 
wherein the existence of a 
legally enforceable debt or 
liability can be contested.
Further, the court observed 
and has held that that the 
complainant was entitled 
to the benefit of presump-
tion given under Section 
139 of the N.I. Act, 1881. The 
bench while allowing the ap-
peal directed the High Court 
for considering the evidence 
and the material on record to 
decide whether the offence 

under Section 138 of the N.I. 
Act is established and made 
out.
However, the court noted 
that the Supreme Court in 
the case Krishna Janardhan 
Bhat v. Dattatraya G. Hegde, 
wherein the court observed 
and has held that matter of 
presumption under Section 
139 of the Act is not the exis-
tence of legally recoverable 
debt. The three judges bench 
in Rangappa vs Sri Mohan, 
later overruled this view.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Presumption 
Under Section 139 NI Act Includes 
A Presumption That There Exists A 
Legally Enforceable Debt Or Liability 
TDG NETWORK 
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The appointment com-
mittee of cabinet has 
approved appoint-

ment of Justice Ramesh 
Ranganathan, the retired 
Chief Justice of High Court 
of Uttarakhand for the post 
of chairman APTEL for a 
period of 4 years or till at-
taining the age of 70 years 
whichever is earlier.

He was born on 28.07.1958 
in New Delhi and Graduated 
in the year 1977, completed 
his Post Graduation in Com-
merce in the year 1981. He 
obtained Law Degree from 
Bangalore University and 
enrolled as an Advocate in 
the High Court of Andhra 
Pradesh in November, 1985. 
He is also a qualified Char-
tered Accountant and a 
Company Secretary. He 
was a Government Pleader 
from 1996 to 2000, and the 
Additional Advocate Gen-
eral from July, 2000 to May, 
2004. He appeared for sev-
eral companies and statu-
tory bodies including the 
N.T.R. University of Health 
Sciences, Visakhapatnam 
Port Trust, Singareni Col-
lieries Company Limited, 
Power Grid Corporation of 
India, Canara Bank Voltas 
Limited etc.

Further, he was being el-

evated an Additional Judge 
of the Andhra Pradesh 
High Court on 26th May, 
2005. Appointed as a Per-
manent Judge of the Andhra 
Pradesh High Court on 20-
02-2006 F.N. Nominated 
as the Executive Chairman 
of Andhra Pradesh Legal 

Services Authority, Hyder-
abad w.e.f. the forenoon of 
29-12-2015.

He was appointed to 
perform the duties of the 
Office of the Chief Justice, 
High Court of Judicature at 
Hyderabad for the State of 
Telangana, and the State of 

Andhra Pradesh w.e.f. the 
forenoon of 30-07-2016 
and he was transferred to 
High Court of Uttarakhand 
and assumed charge on 
02/11/2018 as Chief Justice 
of the High Court of Uttara-
khand at Nainital. Retired 
on 27/07/2020.

APPOINTMENT

JUSTICE RANGANATHAN 
APPOINTED APTEL 
CHAIRMAN

TDG NETWORK 

PM KISAN Scheme is a Cen-
tral Sector Scheme to supple-
ment financial needs of land 
holding farmers.  Financial 
benefit of Rs. 6000 per year 
is transferred into the bank 
accounts of farmer families 
through direct benefit trans-
fer.  Certain categories of 
higher economic status are 
excluded from the scheme.  

This ambitious scheme, 
which was launched on 24th 
February, 2019 by Hon’ble 
Prime Minister, is one of the 
largest DBT Schemes in the 
world.  The scheme has been 
able to reach out to crores of 
farmers, with no middlemen 
involved in between. Main-
taining absolute transpar-
ency in the process of reg-
istration and verification of 
beneficiaries, Government 
of India has been able to 
transfer benefits within min-
utes of press of a button by 
Hon’ble Prime Minister dur-
ing the bulk release events. 

The release of benefits 
for any installment period 
under PM KISAN has now 
crossed 10 crore farmers 
from 3.16 crore for the first 
instalment period – more 
than 3 times increase in over 
3 years. 

PM KISAN through a span 
of over 3 years has success-
fully provided assistance of 
more than Rs. 2 lakh crores 
to crores of needy farmers.  
Of this amount, more than 
Rs 1.6 crores has been trans-
ferred since the lockdown 
due to Covid Pandemic.  

PM KISAN is an evolving 

scheme. The scheme was ini-
tiated with eligibility of the 
farmers determined on self-
certification by each farmer.  
Improvements have been 
made overtime in the way 
farmers are registered and 
verified by the States. 

The success of this scheme 
lies in the improvements 
introduced over time for 
verification and validation 
of the farmer details.  Man-
datory fields have been put 
in place since inception for 
the first level check.  Once 
the data of eligible farmers is 
checked and verified by the 
States, it is updated on the 
PM KISAN portal and the 
same is sent to PFMS for val-
idation of financial details; to 
UIDAI server for authentica-
tion of Aadhar; to income tax 
server to check income tax 
payee status; and to NPCI 
to verify Aadhaar seeding 
of the bank accounts.  This 
has enabled the Government 
in continuous validation and 
verification of the existing 
and new beneficiaries.

PM KISAN is a major shift 
in the nature of government 

support to farmers in India 
and is one of the finest exam-
ples of good governance and 
use of digital public goods 
to reach out directly to the 
citizens. Taking advantage 
of extensive use of digital 
technologies in implementa-
tion of PM KISAN, the Gov-
ernment has also initiated 
steps for building a digital 
ecosystem for agriculture 
or Agri stack. This will be 
another digital public good 
in the agriculture sector, us-
ing PM KISAN data as the 
basis of a federated farmers 
database to be maintained by 
the States. 

The building of the Agri 
stack also provides opportu-
nity to Government in satu-
rating PM KISAN scheme 
with all eligible farmers and 
to re-verify all the existing 
beneficiaries, as per the op-
erational guidelines of the 
scheme.  The land details of 
the existing beneficiaries are 
thus being seeded, as per the 
land records of the States, so 
that in future dynamic link-
age with the digital land re-
cords of the States is ensured 

smoothly.  E-KYC of the 
farmers and payments us-
ing Aadhar Payment Bridge 
(APB) have also been initi-
ated by the Ministry of Ag-
riculture to bring in further 
transparency in the scheme. 
This exercise will also help 
in weeding out farmers who 
may have passed away in be-
tween and have sold away 
their land, and may have 
meanwhile entered into ex-
clusion criterion prescribed 
under the scheme.  

There are many studies 
and findings, which indicate 
that the PM KISAN scheme 
has helped farmers towards 
productive investment in ag-
riculture activities. This, in 
turn, through a multiplier 
effect, has contributed in 
overall improvement of the 
agricultural sector. 

For instance, in an em-
pirical study conducted in 
association with ICAR, the 
International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI), 
found that the scheme has 
enabled greatly in address-
ing the liquidity constraints 
of farmers for buying ag-
ricultural inputs. Further, 
for the small and marginal 
farmers, it has not only 
helped them to meet their 
requirement of funds for 
farm inputs, but also for 
their daily consumption, 
education, health and other 
incidental expenses. 

Truly, PM KISAN has been 
a game changer in reaching 
out directly to the farmers 
in the country, every four 
months, and in time of their 
need. 

AGRICULTURE

PM KISAN, a game changer 
DBT Scheme
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Union Minister of Steel and 
Civil Aviation Jyotiraditya 
Scindia stated that the re-
moval of export duties on 
steel and stainless steel by 
the government will herald 
a new era for the nation’s 
steel sector, and allow it to 
firmly establish its position 
in the global market. 

The Government had 
withdrawn the export duty 
on iron ores lumps & fines 
below 58% Fe content, iron 
ore pellets and the specified 
steel products including 
pig iron last Saturday. The 
import duty concessions 
on Anthracite / PCI coal, 
coking coal, coke & semi 
coke and ferronickel were 
also withdrawn. Deliver-
ing the keynote address at 
the third conclave of the 
Indian Steel Association 
(ISA) today, Scindia said 
that the steel sector will 
not only restore its inter-
national footprint but will 
also reach newer heights 
in a relatively short period 
of time in the domestic 
market.

Scindia stated that the 
Prime Minister has put 
forth the mandate to en-
hance capital infrastruc-
ture by nearly Rs 17 lakh 
crore per year, thus in-
creasing demand for steel 
by close to double digits 
(approx 10% per year). 
Further, he said that the 
steel sector has not just 
emerged from a difficult 
time during the peak of 
COVID-19, but has also 
emerged stronger, more 
resilient, global, focused, 
and committed. Our sec-
tor has witnessed a huge 
transformation during the 

past eight years, and has 
emerged globally from be-

ing a 4th largest producer 
to the 2nd largest producer 

and the 2nd largest consum-
er of steel.

He added that this trans-
formational growth path 

was envisioned by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in 

the form of an Atma Nirb-
har Bharat by Shatabdi 
Kal in 2047. This mission 
of achieving self-reliance 
would involve boosting 
infrastructure and manu-
facturing, of which steel is 
a crucial foundational part. 
To that end, he also em-
phasised on establishing a 

“Made in India” steel brand. 
The policy of using do-

mestic steel has saved Rs. 
22,400 crores on steel im-
ports, according to the min-
ister. He urged the industry 
to adopt a circular economy 
approach which would in-
volve a gradual movement 
towards steel production 
from scrap. Further to in-
crease domestic produc-
tion, Shri Scindia said that 

the PLI Scheme (Produc-
tivity Linked Incentive) for 

speciality steel has received 
79 applications from 35 
companies, resulting in an 
investment of close to Rs 
46,020 crore and increase 
in capacity of almost 26 mil-
lion tons, and employment 
generation potential of 
nearly 70,000 people. This 
PLI scheme will provide 
new impetus to domestic 
steel demand in the coming 
months, he said.

The President of ISA, 
Dilip Ommen; Chairman of 
SAIL, Smt. Soma Mondal; 
Managing Director of Tata 
Steel, T. V. Narendran and 
other stakeholders of the 
Indian steel industry ex-
pressed their views in the 
inaugural session of the 
conclave. They all wel-
comed the government’s 
decision to remove export 
duties on steel and stainless 
steel and described it as a 
booster for the Indian steel 
sector. ISA Steel Awards 
were presented on the occa-
sion to different members of 
the steel fraternity includ-
ing Mr. Jatinder Mehra, 
Vice President - Metals & 
Mining, who was awarded 
the Lifetime Achievement 
Award for his exemplary 
work and contribution 
to the sector. A knowl-
edge paper on ‘Pathways 
to Low Carbon Emission 
Steel’ was also released in 
the opening session of the 
conclave.

STEEL

he removal of export duties on steel and stainless steel will 
strengthen that sector of the economy: Jyotiraditya Scindia

TDG NETWORK 
Says, Government keen to increase 
demand for steel by enhancing capital 
infrastructure

And coin the “Made in India” brand for 
steel



North Korea’s Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui has called 
United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
“a puppet of the United States,” Yonhap news agency 
reported citing KCNA news agency. She made the re-
marks after Guterres condemned North Korea’s bal-
listic missile launch of an intercontinental range. 
Choe Son-hui said that the Guterres “connived at the facts” 
that the United States and its “vassal forces” were referring 
to North Korea’s exercise of “inviolable sovereignty” to the 
United Nations Security Council to impose pressure on 
Pyongyang. “The [UN] secretary-general connived at the fact 
that the US and its vassal forces were referring the DPRK’s ex-
ercise of its inviolable sovereignty to the UN Security Council 
to put pressure on it. This clearly proves that he is a puppet 
of the US,” Yonhap cited KCNA for quoting Choe Son-hui. 
North Korea’s Foreign Minister Choe Son-hui expressed re-
gret over UN Chief’s “deplorable attitude.” Referring to UN 
Secretary-General’s statement regarding North Korea on 
Friday, she said that Guterres termed North Korea’s “just ex-
ercise” of their right to “self-defence.” She made the remarks 
as the UN Security Council is due to convene an emergency 
meeting in New York on Monday (local time) in response to 
North Korea’s latest ICBM launch.
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Taiwan tracked 15 Chi-
nese military aircraft 
and three naval ves-

sels around Taiwan between 
Thursday and Friday, its 
Defence Ministry has said. 
“10 PLA aircraft and 3 PLAN 
vessels around Taiwan were 
detected by 6 a.m.(UTC+8) 
today. R.O.C. Armed Forces 
have monitored the situa-
tion and tasked CAP air-
craft, Navy vessels, and 
land-based missile systems 
to respond to these activi-
ties,” Taiwan’s Ministry of 
National Defence (MND) 
said in a Twitter post. Three 

of the detected aircraft had 
entered Taiwan’s southwest 
air defence identification 
zone (ADIZ), flight paths 

as illustrated, MND added. 
Responding to Chinese ag-
gression, Taiwan sent air-
craft, naval ships, and used 

land-based missile systems 
to monitor the PLA aircraft 
and vessels. 

Beijing has sent 339 military 
aircraft and 56 naval ships 
around Taiwan this month. 
Over the past two years, 
China has increased its use 
of gray zone tactics by rou-
tinely sending aircraft into 
Taiwan’s air defence identi-
fication zone, according to 
Intellasia East Asia News. 
The publication says Gray 
zone tactics are defined as “an 
effort or series of efforts be-
yond steady-state deterrence 
and assurance that attempts 
to achieve one’s security ob-
jectives without resort to di-
rect and sizable use of force.” 

Chinese military activi-
ties increased near Taiwan 
Strait this year after US 
House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi paid a visit to Taiwan. 
Since then, multiple Chi-
nese planes and ships have 
been detected around Tai-
wan Strait, simulating an 
attack on its main island. 
As China is increasing its 
military activities near Tai-
wan, Taipei has also started 
taking concrete steps to de-
fend itself in preparation 
for war. Taiwanese Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen recently 
warned Beijing that the 
island belongs to its people 
and that Taiwan’s existence 
was a provocation to no one.

CHINESE AGGRESSION

TAIwAN TRACkS 15 CHINESE 
mIlITARy AIRCRAfT, 3 NAvAl SHIpS
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10 PLA aircraft were detected around Taiwan.

Nepal has recorded a low 
voter turnout of 61 per 
cent for the elections to 
the House of Representa-
tives and Provincial As-
sembly held on Sunday. 
Hours after the formal clo-
sure of polls on Sunday, the 
Nepal Election Commission 
in its briefing said that the 
number of voters executing 
stood lower than expected. 
On Monday, as the ballot 
continued to pour out of the 
boxes, the results yet again 
signalled mixed results in the 
Himalayan nation with new 
faces taking on the front.

“There has been a stiff rise 
in candidatures from inde-
pendent candidates along 
with the political parties. 
We can derive various rea-
sons behind it, the political 

parties who were elected 
in an earlier election (2017) 
held after the promulgation 
of the constitution did not 
work as per the expectation 
of the people. 

Revolting against it the 
independents have come 
forward when it comes to 
the votes cast, the turnout 
is lesser in comparison to 
the earlier general election,” 
Niraj Raj Joshi, a Nepali jour-
nalist, and political commen-
tator told ANI.

In Sunday’s election, Ne-
pali voters who turned out 
at polling stations stated that 
they voted in for change and 
development which only can 
be achieved through political 
stability.

First held in 2017 in three 
phases, the Federal and 
Provincial Election of Nepal 
witnessed 68.7 per cent voter 
turnover. 

RESulTS AwAITEd

NEpAl pOllS: vOTER 
TuRNOuT lOwER 
THAN ExpECTEd

mISSIlE lAuNCH REbukE

North Korea calls 
UN chief 
‘puppet of US’

‘dRIvE OuT INEquITIES’

US must not tolerate hate, says Biden after 
Colorado nightclub mass shooting deaths

US President Joe Biden on 
Sunday (local time) said that 
the US “cannot and must 
not tolerate hate,” hours af-
ter at least five people were 
killed and 18 injured in a 
mass shooting at an LG-
BTQ nightclub in Colorado. 
“We must drive out the 
inequities that contribute 
to violence against LG-
BTQI+ people,” Biden said 
in a statement. “We can-
not and must not tolerate 
hate.” He was speaking af-
ter a gunman opened fire 
inside an LGBTQ night-
club in Colorado Springs. 
In a statement on Twit-
ter Biden said: “We must 
address the public health 
epidemic of gun violence in 
all forms. I signed the most 
significant gun safety law 
in nearly three decades, 
but we must do more.” 
“Places that are supposed to 
be safe spaces of acceptance 
and celebration should 
never be turned into places 
of terror and violence. Yet 
it happens far too often. 

We must drive out the in-
equities that contribute to 
violence against LGBTQI+ 
people,” he said in a state-
ment from the White House. 
“Jill and I are praying for 
the families of the five 
people killed in Colorado 
Springs, and for those in-
jured in this senseless at-
tack. While no motive in 
this attack is yet clear, we 
know that gun violence has 
a particular impact on LG-
BTQI+ communities across our nation,” tweeted Biden. 

The police said “heroic” 
clubgoers  fought  and 
stopped a gunman short-
ly after he opened fire. 
At least two people inside the 
club confronted and fought 
the gunman and prevented 
further violence, said Colo-
rado Springs Police Chief 
Adrian Vasquez. “We owe 
them a great debt of thanks,” 
he said.

Police identified the sus-
pect as Anderson Lee 
Aldrich, a 22-year-old 

man, who shot at patrons 
with a long rifle, a power-
ful weapon that can in-
flict devastating wounds. 
He was taken into police 
custody shortly after the 
shooting began and was 
being treated for inju-
ries, according to officials. 
The violence lasted just min-
utes. 

Police received numer-
ous 911 calls starting at 
11:56 pm, officers were dis-
patched at 11:57 pm, an offi-
cer arrived at midnight and 
the suspect was detained 
at 12:02 am, police said. 
A total of 39 patrol of-
ficers responded, police 
said, and Fire Department 
Captain Mike Smaldino 
said 11 ambulances went to 
the scene, reported CNN. 
Colorado Governor Jared 
Polis, who in 2018 became 
the first openly gay man in 
the country to be elected 
as a governor, commended 
the “brave individuals who 
blocked the gunman” in 
a statement released on 
Twitter in which he called 
the shooting “horrific, sick-
ening, and devastating.” 

mAINlANd fATAlITIES

China announces first 
Covid-19 deaths since May 
as cases spike in Beijing

China has reported the 
death of three people after 
contracting COVID-19. It 
is the first COVID-related 
death that China’s main-
land has reported since 
May, CNBC reported. All 
three people lived in Bei-
jing and were aged be-
tween 87 to 91. 

All of them suffered from 
pre-existing health condi-
tions.

The reports did not reveal 
whether the three people 
who died due to the pan-
demic were vaccinated or 
not. COVID-19 measures 
were tightened in Beijing 
over the weekend as the lo-
cal cases of COVID-19 rose 
to several hundred a day, 
which included infections 
with and without symp-
toms, as per the CNBC re-
port. 

The authorities have ad-
vised people to stay put 
during the weekend in 
Chaoyang and not leave 
the area until necessary, 
Global Times reported. If 
the residents leave the area, 
they need to show nega-

tive nucleic acid test results 
taken within 48 hours. Res-
taurants, particularly in the 
Chaoyang district of Beijing 
could only offer takeout or 
delivery.

Many gyms, some super-
markets and at least one 
shopping mall have been 
temporarily closed, as per 
the CNBC report. Schools in 
parts of Beijing have start-
ed online classes and vari-
ous apartments have been 
placed under lockdown. 
From Sunday to Thursday, 
Beijing recorded 276 cases 
of COVID-19 at the com-
munity level. 

Beijing on Friday reported 
232 cases and 42 cases were 
found at the community 
level.

Addressing a press con-
ference, a municipal gov-
ernment spokesperson on 
Friday said the Chinese 
capital has been witnessing 
a rise in COVID-19 infec-
tions, with cases found at 
the community level con-
tinuing to increase and the 
scope of the wave gradually 
expanding.

“The occasional ‘staying 
put’ approach is a good 
way to cut off virus trans-

mission as soon as possible 
and protect the health of all 
of us,” Global Times quoted 
Yang Beibei, deputy head of 
Chaoyang district, as saying 
on Friday.

Notably, China has been 
adhering to strict measures 
since the emergence of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Chinese government has 
been imposing lockdowns, 
and travel restrictions and 
conducting mass testing of 
people to control the spread 
of the virus.

Guangdong has been the 
hardest hit in this month’s 
COVID wave, with the 
province reporting nearly 
1000 COVID cases with 
symptoms while more than 
8000 people were aysmp-
tomatic on Sunday, as per 
the CNBC news report.

Guangzhou authorities 
said that schools in seven 
of the city’s 11 districts will 
have online classes while 
one district could gradually 
start in-person classes. 

The announcement of 
authorities comes after 
schools in eight districts on 
November 10 started online 
classes for the majority of 
students.

mINISTRIES INSTRuCTEd

mIlITARy OpERATION

SAudI CROwN pRINCE plEdGES SuppORT fOR 
qATAR duRING fIfA wORld Cup

pAkISTAN ARmy uSING CHINESE dRONES TO 
CRuSH REbEllION IN bAlOCHISTAN: REpORT

Saudi Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Mohammed 
bin Salman has ordered 
his government to provide 
support for Qatar in the 
course of the FIFA World 
Cup 2022, the Saudi Sports 
Ministry said on Sunday. 
The month-long interna-
tional football tournament 
is taking place from No-

vember 20-December 18 in 
Qatar. “Crown Prince and 

Prime Minister Mohammed 
bin Salman Al Saud has in-
structed the ministries and 
government bodies to pro-
vide additional support or 
funding for the Qatari coun-
terparts to endorse their ef-
forts in holding the FIFA 
World Cup 2022,” the min-
istry said in a statement.

In 2017, the United Arab 
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain and Egypt cut dip-
lomatic ties with Qatar, ac-

cusing it of meddling and 
sponsoring terrorism, ac-
cording to Sputnik. Doha 
has consistently denied the 
accusations, insisting that 
the neighbors’ discontent 
with its economic success-
es was behind their hostile 
policies.

The impasse was over-
come in January when the 
Saudi-hosted 41st summit 
of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council.

The Pakistani army is using 
Chinese-origin combat CH-
4B drones to crush the rebel-
lion in Balochistan.

While the Pakistani Army 
has used fighter jets and 
armed helicopters against 
Baloch rebels for several 
years, the use of combat 
UAVs is new and is continu-
ously increasing, reported 
The Eurasian Times. Earlier 
this month, Pakistan alleged-
ly conducted a massive mili-
tary offensive against Baloch 

rebels in the Bolan region by 
deploying unmanned aerial 

vehicles (UAVs), fighter jets, 
and Gunship helicopters, 

along with SSG Comman-
dos, according to Balochistan 
Post-English. According to 
reports, the Pakistani Army 
deployed jets against Baloch 
nationalists in the highlands 
of Bolan in Balochistan.

Pakistani military opera-
tions were resisted by the 
Baloch militias, which, in 
turn, killed two SSG Com-
mandos; however, the use 
of combat UAVs is new and 
is continuously increasing. 
The Balochistan Post-English 
tweeted that China and Tur-
key have supplied models of 
combat UAVs to Pakistan.

Mohammed bin Salman

The Pakistani Army’s use of combat UAVs is new and is 
continuously increasing.

top of the day

HONG kONG CHIEf 
ExECuTIvE TESTS 
COvId-19 pOSITIvE 
BEIJING: Hong Kong 
Chief Executive John Lee 
tested positive for COV-
ID-19 after returning from 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) 
summit in Bangkok, the 
Government of the Hong 
Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region said. “A 
spokesman for the Chief 
Executive’s Office said 
today (November 21) that 
the Chief Executive, Mr 
John Lee, has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 through 
a polymerase chain 
reaction-based nucleic 
acid test (PCR test) done 
upon arrival at the Hong 
Kong International Airport 
after he returned from 
Bangkok, Thailand to 
Hong Kong last night (20 
November),” the Hong 
Kong authorities said in 
a statement. John Lee is 
now in isolation and will 
work from home, attend-
ing meetings via video-
conference, the release 
said. Nonetheless, the 
delegation members will 
temporarily work from 
home as a precaution.

SEvEN INjuREd 
NEAR pAk’S 
kuRRAm AlONG 
AfGHAN bORdER
ISLAMABAD: Seven 
people were injured in 
Pakistan following a firing 
incident across the Afghan 
border near Kurram 
District on Sunday. The 
Dawn newspaper reported 
that the two children were 
among seven people, who 
sustained serious injuries. 
Livestock was also killed 
due to shelling from 
Taliban-led Afghanistan, 
the report added. Sajid 
Hussain Turi, Pakistan’s 
Minister for Overseas 
Pakistanis and Human 
Resource Development, 
condemned the firing 
incident. “Afghanistan’s 
violation of Pakistan’s Kur-
ram border at Kharlachi 
and Borki and targeting 
the civilian population is 
condemnable,” he said 
in a statement shared on 
Twitter. While calling for an 
immediate ceasefire, Turi 
said the people of Kurram 
and the Pakistan Army 
know how to “protect their 
land and befittingly re-
spond to any aggression”.

COpS vACATE 
TwO pOlICE 
STATIONS IN pAk 
NORTHwEST
ISLAMABAD: Two police 
stations have been vacated 
in northwest Pakistan 
amid rising militancy in 
the region and stalled 
peace talks between 
Tehreek-e-Taliban paki-
stan and the government. 
The residents believe 
the police stations in the 
South Waziristan district 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) province were vacated 
out of fear of the Taliban, 
who oppose the merger 
of Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas with KP, The 
Nation reported. This 
incident comes amid the 
resurgence of militancy in 
the northwest part of the 
country. Eight security per-
sonnel were killed in two 
separate incidents in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa province 
on Wednesday. The Dawn 
reported that the security 
personnel were killed in 
Lakki Marwat and Bajaur 
districts. The first incident 
was claimed by the out-
lawed Tehreek-i-Taliban 
Pakistan.
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A 22-year-old gunman 
entered an LGBTQ night-
club in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado and immediately 
opened fire, killing at least 
five people and injuring 18 
others has been identified 
as Anderson Lee Aldrich, 
according to Colorado 
Springs Police Chief Adrian 
Vasquez. Aldrich just 
before midnight Saturday 
opened fire before patrons 

confronted and stopped 
him, police said Sunday, 
reported CNN. 
The suspect used a long 

rifle in the shooting, and 
two firearms were found 
at the scene, Vasquez said. 
At least two people inside 
the club confronted and 
fought the gunman and 
prevented further violence. 
“We owe them a great debt 
of thanks,” he said.
The violence lasted just 
minutes. Police received 
numerous 911 calls start-

ing at 11:56 pm, officers 
were dispatched at 11:57 
pm, an officer arrived at 
midnight and the suspect 
was detained at 12:02 am, 
police said. 
A total of 39 patrol officers 

responded, police said, and 
Fire Department Captain 
Mike Smaldino said 11 
ambulances went to the 
scene. Of the 18 people 
injured, several are in criti-
cal condition with gunshot 
wounds, though the exact 
number was unclear.

SuSpECT IN COlORAdO Club SHOOTING IdENTIfIEd
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Chinese defence minister ready to 
hold meet with his US counterpart

Tokayev set to win 
election in Kazakhstan

Xi skips chance to improve 
ties with world leadersCHINA OPENS NEW BIG DATA 

CENTRE IN LHASA: REPORT

PAK ARMY CHIEF BAJWA’S FAMILY BECAME 
BILLIONAIRES IN LAST SIX YEARS: REPORT

Chinese Defence Minister 
Wei Fenghe is ready to hold 
a meeting with his US coun-
terpart, Lloyd Austin, on the 
margins of the ASEAN De-
fence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus 
(ADMM-Plus) this week, 
Chinese Defence Ministry 
spokesperson Tan Kefei said 
on Sunday.

“The Chinese side is proac-
tive and open to exchanging 
views with the United States 
during the ASEAN Defence 
Ministers’ Meeting with Dia-
logue Partners, and the rel-
evant agencies of the two sides 
are in contact and in coordina-
tion on this issue,” the Chinese 
Defence Ministry said in a 
statement, as quoted by Sput-
nik news agency. On Saturday, 
the Chinese defence ministry 
said Wei would participate in 
the ninth ADMM-Plus from 
November 20-24 in Cambo-
dia. Ahead of his Cambodia 
visit, US Defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin said that Penta-

gon must remain clear-eyed 
about the threat of China. 
“[China’s] military activities 
in the Taiwan Strait are grow-
ing increasingly provocative, 
with [China’s People’s Libera-
tion Army] aircraft flying near 
Taiwan in record numbers on 
a near-daily basis. We’ve also 
seen a sharp increase in the 
number of dangerous PLA in-
tercepts of U.S. and allied forc-
es ... that are operating law-
fully in international airspace 
over the South and East China 
Seas,” he said. This comes as 
the Biden administration has 
said that working with allies 
and partners in the region 
is the best way to defend the 
rules-based architecture and 

deter aggression.
US-China relations were 

strained in recent months 
due to visits by US lawmak-
ers, including House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, to Taiwan de-
spite objections from Beijing. 
The disagreement resulted 
in increased Chinese military 
activity around the island and 
condemnation of the trips.

The ADMM-Plus is a plat-
form for cooperation be-
tween the defence ministries 
of ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian nations) and 
its eight dialogue partners—
Australia, China, India, Ja-
pan, New Zealand, South 
Korea, Russia and the US— 
created in April 2010.

Incumbent Kazakh leader 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev is 
set to win the snap presi-
dential election in the coun-
try, according to prelimi-
nary results emerging on 
Monday.

Tokayev will win the 
presidential election after 
receiving the support of 
82.45 percent of the voters, 
Astana Times reported, 
citing the Open Society 
International Institute for 
Regional Studies. Snap 
presidential elections were 
held in Kazakhstan on 
20th November to elect the 
President of Kazakhstan. 
The presidential polls 
come against a series of 
fundamental and compre-
hensive political reforms, 

in continuing the process 
of decentralising political 
power in the central Asian 
country. These measures 
included the recommen-
dation for seven years 
limit to the Presidential 
term and the announce-
ment of snap presidential 
elections this autumn. 
According to the exit 
poll, there was a 68 per-
cent voter turnout. Over 
1,600 interviewers sur-
veyed more than 3,500 
citizens outside the prem-
ises of polling stations, 
Astana Times reported. 
The preliminary official 
results are expected to be 
announced by 22nd No-
vember, at a time to be de-
termined by the Central 
Electoral  Commission 
(CEC).

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping’s meetings at the G20 
summit in Bali did not go as 
per the plan after a video of 
his conversation with Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau went viral and 
his meeting with UK Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak was 
cancelled, The Age reported. 
The G20 summit was a 
chance for Xi to improve his 
ties with world leaders after 
years of tensions caused by 
China’s aggressive “wolf war-
rior” diplomacy and COV-
ID-19 restrictions, according 
to report. 

As China did not hold a 
formal sit-down with Cana-
da’s leader, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
pulled Xi Jinping aside on 
the sidelines of the G20 
Summit. During the conver-
sation, Trudeau expressed 
his views on the war in 
Ukraine and raised his con-
cerns about China’s alleged 
interference in the Cana-
dian elections, as per report. 
The details regarding the in-
formal conversation between 
Xi and Trudeau were leaked 
to Canadian media which the 

Chinese leader did not like. Xi 
expressed his displeasure re-
garding the information be-
ing leaked to the media.

While the camera was roll-
ing behind Xi’s translator, the 
Chinese leader told Trudeau, 
“The conversation we had 
was leaked to the paper, it is 
inappropriate. That’s not the 
way the conversation was 
conducted. If there was sin-
cerity, we can communicate 
well with mutual respect.” 
“Otherwise anything could 
happen,”Report described 
it as a chilling warning from 
a president who was try-
ing to mend his ties with 
world leaders on the side-
lines of the G20 summit, 
who have memories of the 
Chinese government’s use 
of “hostage diplomacy, trade 

strikes and economic coer-
cion to get what it wants.” 
China has been using these 
ways against Australia in 
the past four years, after 
Canberra’s response to Chi-
nese foreign interference 
in elections in 2018, ac-
cording to the news report. 
After United Kingdom Prime 
Minister’s meeting with Xi 
was cancelled, Britain’s spy 
chief, MI5 director-general 
Ken McCallum said, “they 
are trying to rewrite the rule 
book, to buy the league, to 
recruit our coaching staff to 
work for them,” reported. 
China was trying to keep con-
trol of the “stabilisation” nar-
rative by releasing informa-
tion regarding their formal 
meetings simultaneously or 
shortly after they had ended.

Chinese government has 
set up a new centre for big 
data operations in Lhasa, 
raising fear among analysts 
and human rights experts 
this could be another means 
of monitoring or increasing 
policing and surveillance of 
the local population by the 
Chinese government.

The big data centre which 
began last month is reported 
to be the first such initiative 
at the regional level and a 
step toward big data integra-
tion and application sharing, 
China Daily reported. 

According to state media, 
the data centre will boost 
digital services, including 
government affairs, economic 
development, social gover-
nance, people’s livelihoods, 
market supervision, finance, 
border prosperity, ecologi-
cal environment protection, 
emergency fire control and 
cultural tourism.

However, rights experts and 
analysts are skeptical about 
claims made by state media, 
given the recent introduction 

of dual-use policy measures 
that infringe upon the per-
sonal freedom of Tibetans.

Back in September, New 
York-based Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) reported that 
Chinese authorities are sig-
nificantly increasing policing, 
including an arbitrary collec-
tion of DNA from residents 
in many towns and villages 
throughout the Tibet Auton-
omous Region (TAR).

The rights watchdog said 
the available information 
indicates that people cannot 
decline to provide their DNA 
and that police do not need 
credible evidence of any crim-
inal conduct.

A report from Lhasa mu-
nicipality in April stated that 
blood samples for DNA col-
lection were being systemati-
cally collected from children 
at kindergartens and from 
other local residents. 

A report from a Tibetan 
township in Qinghai prov-
ince in December 2020 stated 
that DNA was being collected 
from all boys aged 5 and 
above.

“The Chinese government 
is already subjecting Tibetans 

to pervasive repression,” said 
Sophie Richardson, China 
director at Human Rights 
Watch. “Now the authori-
ties are literally taking blood 
without consent to strength-
en their surveillance capabili-
ties.”

These mass DNA collection 
drives appear to take place in 
all seven prefectures or mu-
nicipalities in the TAR, cov-
ering the western part of the 
Tibetan plateau. The collec-
tion drives are part of ongoing 
efforts by Chinese authorities 
to establish police presence at 
the grassroots level through-
out the region.

According to HRW, no pub-
licly available evidence sug-
gests people can decline to 
participate or that police have 
credible evidence of criminal 
conduct that might warrant 
such collection.

The reports HRW studied 
indicate that DNA was to be 
collected from all residents of 
these areas, including tempo-
rary residents. 

None of the reports indicate 
any conditions under which a 
resident could refuse to pro-
vide a sample. 

Less than two weeks before 
Pakistan army chief General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa’s tenure 
is about to end, a damaging 
report has shed light on the 
sharp rise of wealth of close 
family members of the most 
powerful person in the coun-
try in a span of six years.

Writing for Fact Focus, 
Pakistani journalist Ahmad 
Noorani has unearthed how 
Bajwa’s immediate and ex-
tended family members, in a 
matter of few years, started 
a new business, became 
owners of farmhouses in 
prominent Pakistani cities 
and bought foreign prop-
erties, making billions of 
dollars in the process. The 
investigative report by Fact 
Focus is supported by a lot 
of data that looks into the 
financial dealing of Bajwa’s 
family including his wife 
Ayesha Amjad, his daughter-

in-law Mahnoor Sabir and 
other close family members. 
“Within six years, both fami-
lies become billionaires, start-
ed an international business, 
purchased multiple foreign 
properties, started transfer-
ring capital abroad, become 
owners of commercial plazas, 
commercial plots, huge farm-
houses in Islamabad and Ka-
rachi, an immense real estate 
portfolio in Lahore, and so on. 
The current market value of 

the - known - assets and busi-
nesses within Pakistan and 
outside accumulated by the 
Bajwa family during the last 
six years is more than Rs12.7 
billion,” Noorani wrote. 
Based on tax returns and 
other financial statements, 
the Pakistani journalist 
noted how between 2013 
and 2017, Bajwa revised the 
wealth statement for 2013 
three times, after being ap-
pointed country’s army chief. 

“In the revised wealth state-
ment for the year 2013, Gen-
eral Bajwa added a commer-
cial plot in phase VIII of DHA 
Lahore. 

He claimed that in fact he 
had purchased this plot back 
in 2013 but forgot to declare. 
He would continue to for-
get for the next four years 
and could only remember 
his omissions in 2017, one 
year after becoming army 
chief,” he wrote in Fact Focus. 
Back in 2016, Ayesha Amjad 
declared eight “Any Other 
Assets”, without giving much 
detail. However, this was 
revised on April 17, 2018, 
when Bajwa became the Pak 
army chief. She declared 
that the net value of her as-
sets during the previous fi-
nancial year, 2015, was zero. 
But within six years, after 
dubious dealing of resi-
dential and commercial 
plots, her wealth went from 
zero in 2016 to Rs 2.2 bil-

lion - “not including resi-
dential plots, commercial 
plots, and houses given by 
the army to her husband.” 
The change in fortune 
o f  B a j w a ’s  d au g h t e r -
in-law Mahnoor Sabir 
i s  e q u a l l y  a m a z i n g . 
“The total worth of a young 
woman’s declared assets 
was zero in the last week 
of October 2018, it jumped 
to more than one billion 
(Rs 1271 million) just one 
week before her marriage 
on November 02, 2018,” 
Ahmad Noorani wrote. 
Though Mahnoor Sabir de-
clared these properties to the 
FBR in 2018, the filing retro-
spectively stated that these 
properties were acquired 
in the tax years 2014, 2015, 
and 2016, the report added. 
This report on Bajwa comes 
on Sunday, a day before the 
process for the appointment 
of a new army chief is likely 
to start. 

‘EXCHANGE OF VIEWS’

PRESIDENTIAL POLLS AT G-20 SUMMIT
INCREASING POLICING 

SHARP RISE OF WEALTH
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BAJWA’S TENURE ENDING

SPECULATION RIFE ON NEW 
PAK ARMY CHIEF AMID ‘RIFT’ 
BETWEEN GOVT, MILITARY
As Pakistan army 

Chief General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa’s 

tenure is about to end later 
this month, several media 
reports are claiming that 
the much-awaited formal 
process for appointment 
of a new Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) has begun. 
Various media reports have 
claimed that Pakistan Prime 
Minister’s Office has received 
the summary from the min-
istry of defence regarding the 
appointment of a new army 
chief. However, some jour-
nalists have described the 
reports as speculation. 

The Prime Minister’s Office 
on Monday received the sum-

mary from the ministry of de-
fence regarding the appoint-
ment of a new army chief, 
The Express Tribune report-
ed citing sources. The sourc-
es revealed that the names 
of five people have been 
mentioned in the summary. 

The Prime Minister’s Office 
has not yet confirmed the 
development. A senior gov-
ernment official had refuted 
claims that there was a dead-
lock between the military 
and civil leadership over the 
appointment of Pakistan’s 

next Chief of Army Staff. 
The high-ranking official 
while requesting anonymity 
said that “a clear picture will 
emerge by Monday evening 
regarding the process of ap-
pointment.” 

Notably, the new army chief 
is due to assume duty on No-
vember 29 as the tenure of in-
cumbent COAS General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa will end after 
being in office for six years. 
As per the report, many 
believe that former Paki-
stan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s long march is linked 
to the change of command 
in the army. He has called 
on his supporters to gather 
in Rawalpindi on 26th No-
vember, two days before 
the change in army chief. 

There have been specula-
tions that the government 
and the army were not on 
the same page over the ap-
pointment of a new army 
chief. However, a top gov-
ernment official said, “There 
are no differences between 
the civil and military leader-
ship on the issue. Everything 
is on track,” reports said. 
The seniority list includes 
Lieutenant General Asim 
Munir, Lieutenant General 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza, Lieu-
tenant General Azhar Abbas, 
Lieutenant General Numan 
Mahmud and Lieutenant 
General Faiz Hameed are 
in contention for the post of 
chief of army staff and chair-
man joint chiefs of staff com-
mittee, as per the news report.

TDG NETWORK
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Reports claimed that Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif’s office has 
received the summary from the ministry of defence regarding 
the appointment of a new army chief.

Chinese Defence Minister Wei Fenghe.

Chinese President Xi Jinping.

Pakistan Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa’s immediate 
and extended family members, in a matter of a few years, started 
a new business, became owners of farmhouses in prominent 
Pakistani cities and bought foreign properties, making billions 
of dollars in the process.

Liu Yanping, a former top 
graft buster at China’s min-
istry for intelligence and 
counterintelligence, has 
pleaded guilty to corrup-
tion charges, state media 
reported.

Liu last month was in-
dicted on bribery charges 
before the 20th National 
Congress. According to Xi-
nhua news agency, Liu was 
formerly head of the disci-
pline inspection and super-
vision team sent to the Min-
istry of State Security by the 
Communist Party of China 
Central Commission for 
Discipline Inspection and 
the National Commission of 
Supervision.

Liu was accused of taking 
advantage of his various po-
sitions between 2001 and 
2022 to help others in busi-

ness operations, the han-
dling of cases, job arrange-
ments and the acquiring of 
license plates.

In return, the anti-corrup-
tion chief illegally accepted 
money and gifts worth a to-
tal of more than 234 million 
yuan, which is about USD 
33.12 million.

During the trial, pros-
ecutors presented their 

evidence, which was exam-
ined by the defendant and 
his lawyers.

In his final statement, 
Liu pleaded guilty and ex-
pressed remorse. The trial 
was attended by more than 
20 members of the public, 
according to Xinhua.

The Chinese state media 
said Liu’s sentence will be 
announced at a later date.

INDICTED LAST MONTH

ANTI-CORRUPTION CHIEF AT 
CHINA SPY AGENCY PLEADS 
GUILTY TO BRIBERY CHARGE
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

Liu Yanping, a former top graft buster at China’s ministry for 
intelligence and counterintelligence.

Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
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Football 
enthusiasts 

celebrated as 
FIFA World 

Cup 2022 
began, at 

Rajaji Nagar, 
in Kerala 

on Sunday.

FOOTBALL FEVER  

#FIFAWORLDCUP

#FIFAWORLDCUP TRENDS HIGH WITH 
OVER 2 MILLION TWEETS 
As the FIFA world cup fever soars high, #FIFAWorldCup 
took over top trends on Monday with over 2 M tweets by 
netizens expressing their excitement. 

One of the users said, “Dreamers” by Jungkook de-
buts at #2 on Spotify Global Top Daily Songs chart with 
4,887,791 streams. It becomes the highest debut for a 
#FIFAWorldCup song ever. It is the biggest debut for a 
solo song by an Asian soloist. & It’s also highest chart-
ing song by a Kpop soloist.”

Another said, “These FIFA anthems are pure nostalgia 
,specific one waka waka.”

Another user shared a picture of Morgan Freeman’s 
performance and expressed, ““We were raised to 
believe that we were scattered on this earth as nations, 
as tribes, so we could learn from each other and find 
beauty in the differences.” In a world distant & divided.. 
a beautiful message of unity - inspired by Quran. What a 
splendid start to #FIFAWorldCup.”

“Nothing 
is regional 
anymore. If 
content has the 
power, regional 
can be national 
and international. 
Local has the 
capability to go 
global.”

— ANURAG THAKUR

BRAIN-PICKING 

Union Minister of Information and Broadcasting, highlighted 
during the inauguration of Film Bazaar 2022.

COMMEMORATION 

WONDERING WHY IS ‘WORLD 
TELEVISION DAY’ OBSERVED?  

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI                                          

Every year on 21 November, World Television Day is ob-
served. This day is celebrated to honour the importance and 
impact of television in our lives. We are all aware of how im-
portant television is to society and to an individual’s life. We 
are all aware of the significant role that television plays in 
both society and the lives of individuals. It is a source of in-
formation and entertainment for us. Thanks to this electronic 
medium, we stay informed about things happening in the 
world. The first electrical television was created by American 
inventor Philo Taylor Farnsworth in 1927. The first broadcast 
of Charles Francis Jenkins’ first mechanical television station, 
W3XK, was broadcast a year later. World Television Day was 
established on 21 November by the United Nations General 
Assembly in resolution 51/205 on 17 December 1996.

In awareness of the growing influence television has on our 
decision-making, it was done. We could see everything that 
was happening in the world on television in the comfort of 
our living rooms.

The first World Television Forum was organised by the 
United Nations on 21 and 22 November  1996. Leading media 
figures gather to talk about how important television is be-
coming in our ever-changing environment. They also talked 
about ways to make their collaboration better.

The creation of television and its importance in modern life 
is celebrated on World Television Day. Televisions are becom-
ing an essential part of our lives, providing us with a source 
of entertainment and breaking news in real-time. Televisions 
still have a special place in our hearts, despite the surge in the 
use of OTT services. Many people have a long-standing cus-
tom of wrapping up their days with some television pleasure.  
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PROUD

Shahid Ali, one of the 
engineers behind the 
construction work at 

the Al Bayt Stadium in Qatar 
for the FIFA World Cup 2022, 
said that it is a proud feeling 
to be a part of its construction 
team, and it felt good seeing 
the opening ceremony hap-
pen at the stadium.

The FIFA World Cup 2022 
finally kicked off on Sunday 
with a glittering opening cer-
emony, which featured the 
likes of actor Morgan Free-
man and K-Pop group BTS. 
Shahid recalled that he went 
to Qatar when the construc-
tion work for the stadium had 
started back in 2017.

“It feels good to see the open-
ing ceremony of the World 
Cup at the stadium. It is a 
proud feeling that I was a part 
of the construction team of 
the stadium. It was extreme-
ly tough to work in Qatar in 
extreme temperatures,” said 
Shahid. The work used to be 
so tough that they were given 
breaks every 20 minutes, and 
adequate arrangements for la-
bourers like fans and glucose 
water were made available. 

The engineer said that there 
were people from more than 
35 countries, including China, 
UK, and Australia, who were 
working with them.

“There were Indians from 
the ground level to top man-
agement in Qatar,” he added.

Shahid said that the medi-
cal facilities for the workers 
were good, and they had am-
bulances, doctors, and nurses 

nearby. Enner Valencia scored 
a brace to help Ecuador defeat 
Qatar in the opening game of 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al 
Khor, Qatar, on Sunday.

The Group A game saw the 
hosts being dominated by the 
South Americans, with the 
match seeing the maiden in-
stance where the opening goal 
of a World Cup was scored 

through a penalty kick. With 
this win, Ecuador became the 
first team to beat the host na-
tion in the opening match of 
the World Cup in the 92-year 
history of the tournament.  Ec-
uador is now the early leader 
of its group. It will now face 
the Netherlands in its second 
group match on Friday, while 
Qatar will also host Senegal on 
the same day.

MEET SHAHID WHO CONTRIBUTED 
TO MAKING OF AL BAYT STADIUM

Al Bayt Stadium in Qatar

A CELEBRATION OF KASHMIR’S GLORIOUS HERITAGE
CULTURE 

A seven-day exhibition based on the 
rare manuscripts of the famous 20th-
century Persian writer, poet and re-
searcher Khawaja Muhammad Amin 
Darab and rare samples of Kashmiri 
culture concluded today at Amar Singh 
Club, Srinagar. The exhibition was or-
ganised jointly by Infotech Kashmir 
and the HELP Foundation.

About 73 rare manuscripts by Kha-
waja Muhammad Amin Darab were 
exhibited in the exhibition.  They also 
include 11 books.  The exhibit includes a 
chronogram of Neil Armstrong’s moon 
landing, a congratulatory message 
from Srinagar businessmen to Dogra 
Maharaja Hari Singh on his accession 
to the throne in 1923, and several be-
liefs of prominent scholars, including 
Muslim scholars and jurisprudents, on 
death. Maulana Anwar Shah Kashmiri 
was also involved. Salim Baig, conve-

ner of Intake Kashmir, said that this 
workshop is also important because 
the use of Persian, which was once the 
official language, is now decreasing. 
He said that it is a matter of surprise 
that Darab Sahib, the owner of an all-
around personality, kept these manu-
scripts safe. He said that it is the need 

of the hour to bring these manuscripts 
to the public so that the new genera-
tion can get acquainted with this great 
capital and at the same time feel proud 
of their glorious past. It is noteworthy 
that in Kashmir from the 14th to the 
19th century, Persian emerged as the 
language of administration. 

A woman taking a closer look at rare artefacts of Kashmiri culture.
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PLASTIC POLLUTION CAN BE CONTROLLED VIA ITS ‘DNA’     
RESEARCH

Plastic plastic pollution crisis has been 
an ongoing environmental problem for 
ages now. It has been identified as an en-
vironmental problem similar in scope 
and complexity to global challenges like 
climate change.

In fact, it is contributing directly to cli-
mate change through its predominant 
disposal methods, which still largely 
include burning and dumping.

The Queensland University of 
Technology research team, from the 
branches of chemistry and law, re-
cently published their multi-pronged 

approach in Polymer Chemistry. The 
researchers are Dr Hope Johnson, Dr 
Lewis Chambers, Dr Joshua Holloway, 
Annastasia Bousgas, Professor Afshin 
Akhtar-Khavari, Associate Professor 
James Blinco, and ARC Laureate Fellow 
Professor Christopher Barner-Kowol-
lik, and they are part of QUT’s Centre 

for Materials Science and Centre for a 
Waste Free World. Professor Barner-
Kowollik said one of the biggest chal-
lenges in addressing plastic pollution 
was tracing the polluting plastic back 
to the source.

“Tracing plastic resolves the anonym-
ity of plastic waste,” Professor Barner-
Kowollik said.

“If a technology existed that allowed 
to give unique ‘DNA’ to each batch 
of plastic that was produced, plastic 
waste could be traced back to the pro-
ducer, given the information stored in 
the ‘DNA’ could be simply read-out, ” 
added Professor Barner Kowolik. 
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Check out Mannat’s 
diamond-studded 
nameplate

Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan’s bungalow recently got a 
new diamond-studded nameplate and a new entrance door, 
which led the fans to click pictures outside the ‘Don’ actor’s 
house.

Shah Rukh’s fan clubs shared pictures of this new swanky 
nameplate on social media, which went viral.

In the pictures, two diamond nameplates could be seen, 
with Mannat written on the left side and Landsend written 
on the right. Previously, it was a blackboard with Mannat 
Landsend embossed on it.

The ‘Chak De India’ actor’s bungalow is indeed one of the 
most famous places in Mumbai, and his fans routinely visit 
his house to get clicked, and the actor also greets his fans on 
different occasions from a platform above it.

Talking about his work front, Shah Rukh Khan will be 
next seen in director Siddharth Anand’s next action thriller 
film ‘Pathaan’ alongside Deepika Padukone and John Abra-
ham. The film is all set to hit the theatres on 25 January 2023.

Recently, on the occasion of Shah Rukh Khan’s birthday, 
the makers of the film unveiled the official teaser which got 
massive responses from the audience. Apart from that, he 
also has director Rajkumar Hirani’s next ‘Dunki’.

Pictures of SRK's residence Mannat going viral. 
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FIVE STRANGE RULES 
AROUND THE WORLD 
In order to preserve decorum and respect the people 
of the land and their way of life and culture, certain 
laws and rules are followed. Although the adage 
“Rules are meant to be broken” also applies, we 
wouldn’t want to break some of the strange rules 
around the globe.

NO FROWNING 
In Milan, Italy, it is forbidden to frown; thus, you 
must always smile, except when you are at a 
funeral or in a hospital. It was part of Milan’s 

law during the Austro-Hungarian era, although it is not 
in effect today.

DON’T CUT CACTI
Arizona, US, is famous for their iconic Sagua-
ro cacti, and since they are the landmark of 
the land, cutting down cacti is illegal without 
a permit. Even if the cacti are present on pri-

vate land, only a permit can allow one to cut down these 
beautiful cacti. Many of these cacti were discovered to 
have been unlawfully dug up and sold for thousands of 
dollars around the world a while back. Because they 
are so difficult to find and grow, the market for cacti that 
have already been grown has flourished. To stop this, 
many illegal operations have been fined. 

WALK YOUR DOG 
Three dog walks a day are required in Turin, 
Italy, or you risk a fine of up to Rs 500. Not only 
that, but you also cannot dye or cut your pet’s 
fur in an unattractive way because doing so is 

considered an act of animal cruelty.

NO FLIP-FLOPS 
Flip-flop-wearing visitors have become a 
nuisance in Cinque Terre, Italy, as they fre-
quently need to be rescued from nearby 

hiking paths. Accordingly, a law levying fines ranging 
from Rs 50 toRs 2,500 (roughly Rs 209,000) for wearing 
flip-flops.

DON’T SING LOUDLY 
It is preferable to refrain from singing on Ro-
man buses because it is frowned upon and 
can cost you up to Rs 250. (Rs 20,000). Rome 

also enacted rules that forbade unlawful street com-
merce and restricted unacceptable behaviour in the city. 
Additionally, they enacted strict regulations to prevent 
noise pollution and unauthorised leaping in the city’s 
iconic fountains. The rules also forbid singing or busk-
ing on the city’s buses, Metro, and trams, as well as the 
usage of “nuisance drunks” on public transportation. 

— SIMRAN SINGH

No frowning 
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Our bones and joints 
make the basic sup-
port structure of our 

body and play a vital role 
in protecting our organs, 
maintaining our muscles, 
and storing calcium. Thus, 
bone care is essential for our 
bodies. Till 30 years of age, 
our body attains its peak 
bone mass, and our bone 
formation exceeds the bone 
breakdown. Thereafter, the 
reverse re-modelling of our 
bones begins where bone 
catabolism exceeds anabo-
lism, leading to an increase 
in diseases like osteoporosis, 
osteopetrosis, and osteoma-
lacia among adults above 
30 years of age. These ailing 
bones are frail and highly li-
able to fractures and damage, 
and as you grow older, you 
should take steps that posi-
tively impact your bones and 
overall health.

Factors that 
impact bone health
Several factors can affect 
your bone health. This in-
cludes: 
n	The amount of calcium 

you consume: A low calcium 
diet results in diminished 
bone density, early bone loss, 
and a greater risk of bone 

fractures.
n	Physical Activity: Lack 

of physical activity increas-
es the risk of osteoporosis. 
Physically inactive people 
have a higher risk of osteo-
porosis than their more ac-
tive counterparts.
n	Alcohol and Tobacco 

Consumption: Heavy alco-
hol and tobacco consump-
tion contribute greatly to 
weaker bones and increase 
the risk of osteoporosis 
among both men and wom-
en.
n	Gender: Women are at 

a greater risk of osteoporo-
sis than men because of less 
bone tissue.
n	He i ght  a n d  B o dy  

Structure: If you are ex-
tremely lean (with a BMI of 
19 or less) or have a small 
body frame because of lesser 
bone mass, then you are at 
risk of poor bone health.
n	Age: Bones become 

thinner and weaker once you 
start ageing.
n	Family History: If you 

have a family history of frac-
tures or have a family mem-
ber or sibling suffering from 
osteoporosis, then it also 
puts you at a greater risk.
n	Hormone Levels: Is-

sues such as an increase 
in thyroid hormones can 
cause bone loss. In women, 
bone wreckage may increase 
drastically due to drop-
ping estrogen levels during 
menopause. The absence of 
menstruation for a longer 
duration also increases the 
osteoporosis risk among 
women. Similarly, low tes-
tosterone levels among men 
can lead to bone loss.
n	Eating disorders and 

medications: Restricting 
food intake and being un-
derweight can weaken your 
bones. Weight loss surgery 
and conditions like celiac 
disease can also affect your 
body’s ability to absorb cal-
cium. 

Furthermore, long-term 
use of corticosteroid medi-
cations, such as prednisone, 
cortisone, prednisolone, and 
dexamethasone, can cause 
bone damage. Several other 
drugs, such as aromatase 
inhibitors, which are used 
to treat breast cancer, selec-
tive serotonin reuptake in-
hibitors, some anti-seizure 
medications, such as phe-
nytoin (Dilantin) and phe-
nobarbital, and proton pump 
inhibitors, increase the risk 
of osteoporosis.

how to improve 
bone health?
There are several steps 
through which you can 
improve your bone health 
and can keep conditions like 
osteoporosis at bay.

Increase your Vitamin D 
intake: Vitamin D play an es-
sential role to improve your 
bone health and helps your 
body in absorbing calcium. 
Vitamin D deficiency is quite 
common among both young-
sters and adults. Several 
studies have highlighted how 
low vitamin D levels lead to 
lower bone density and in-
crease the risk of bone loss. 

There are several easy steps 
through which you can in-
crease your vitamin D intake:

o Increased exposure 
to sunlight and ensure you 
get at least 5 to 10 minutes of 
sunlight for two to three days 

a week on your hands, legs, 
and face.

o Consume food sup-
plements like cheese, liver, 
and fatty fish.
n	Enhance Physical Ac-

tivity: Activities like walk-
ing, jogging, running, and 
climbing staircases can help 
you build stronger bones 
and keep your body active. 
These exercises can help the 
body stimulate the growth of 
bone cells. Working out for 
30 - 45 minutes a day can 
strengthen your bones and 
can prevent you from many 
orthopaedic ailments.
nConsume a balanced 

diet and maintain a healthy 
weight and lifestyle:  Having 
a balanced diet that is rich in 
nutrients can help in main-
taining a healthy weight and 

can help strengthen bones. 
One should avoid being un-
derweight or overweight, 
as both could lead to prob-
lems related to bones and 
joints, such as osteopenia or 
osteoporosis if you are un-
derweight and a higher risk 
of fractures if you are over-
weight. A dramatic weight 
gain or loss also contributes 
to bone ill-health.

Foods rich in vitamin C, 
protein, and calcium can 
increase bone strength, 
stimulate the production of 
bone-forming cells, and even 
protect the bone cells from 
damage. While consuming 
protein-rich foods, one 
should be mindful of the 
fact that low protein intake 
can reduce the absorption of 
calcium in the bone, which 

would affect bone formation, 
whereas high protein intake 
will lead to acidity in the 
blood. Hence, only the right 
amount of protein should be 
consumed, as prescribed by 
your doctor.

skip the  
automated liFe 
In the digital age today, ev-
erything is accessible with 
a press of a button on our 
phones. People are now 
more confined to their 
couches than ever before, 
and even for short distances, 
they avoid walking or climb-
ing stairs and instead take 
elevators. 
Such habits are increasing 
the burden of diseases like 
osteoporosis among the pop-
ulation and have heightened 
the need for physical activity 
for all.

Keeping oneself active and 
flexible can also give you a 
break from your desk job 
and can help you avoid sev-
eral bone problems. It is im-
portant to motivate oneself, 
have a healthy diet, and ex-
ercise regularly, especially in 
old age. Activities like yoga, 
meditation, and walking can 
help in relaxing your mind 
and can keep the body active. 
The more you work and do 
things by yourself, the better 
it is for you as well as for your 
bones.

 Lastly, if you are facing any 
bone problems, then consult 
your doctor for a bone den-
sity test that will help you 
determine or rule out osteo-
porosis. 
Dr Chethana D is a Consultant 
of Rheumatology at Aster CMI 
Hospital, Bangalore. 

Dr Chethana D

Build strong Bones as you age

Breaking myths aBout depression

Before the Covid-19 pan-
demic, we all focused on 
building physical health to 
protect ourselves from non-
communicable diseases 
like diabetes, high blood 
pressure, heart attacks, etc. 
However, during the pan-
demic, the fear of the disease 
created a lot of stress and 
anxiety. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) re-
ported a 25% increase in the 
prevalence of anxiety and 
depression after a year of the 
pandemic. About 15% of the 
adult population is estimated 
to experience depression at 
some point in their lifetime. 
This drastic increase in the 
prevalence is due to the 
myths associated with de-
pression and the reluctance 
to consider it as a condition 
that needs medical attention.

The common myths about 
mental health conditions 
tend to promote the stigma 
associated with them. This 
stigma prevents people suf-
fering from it from seeking 
help. Hence, it is important 
to increase the awareness 
about mental health con-
ditions by overcoming the 
myths associated with it.

Let us understand the 
truth behind some myths 
associated with depression.

n Myth: Depression is not a 
real illness.
Fact: Depression is a seri-
ous illness like any other 
physical illness.

Studies have proven that 
depression is linked with 
changes in pre-and post-
synaptic turnover and func-
tion of neurotransmitters in 
the brain. It is triggered due 
to biological, social, or envi-
ronmental reasons.

n Myth: Depression is just 
sadness.
Fact: Depression and sad-
ness are separate condi-
tions.

Sadness is an emotion that 

we feel as a natural reaction 
to situations that causes 
pain. Sadness goes away on 
its own and does not impair 
our lives in the long run. De-
pression, on the other hand, 
is a persistent feeling of sad-
ness and loss of interest for 
two or more weeks.

n Myth: Depression is a 
sign of weakness.

Fact: Depression is a real 
illness that can affect any-
one.

Depression occurs due to 
an imbalance in the func-

tioning of the neurotrans-
mitters. It is not a defect in 
the character. It does not 
determine a person’s physi-
cal, emotional, or mental 
strength.

 
n Myth: Talking about de-
pression makes it worse.
Fact:  Talking about de-
pression is the first step 
towards seeking help.

Remaining silent about 
depression perpetuates 
negative feelings. Talking 

about depression to friends, 
family, and mental health 
practitioners helps reduce 
the burden of the disease. It 
helps to garner support and 
reduces loneliness.

n Myth: Depression goes 
away on its own.
Fact:  Depression rarely 
improves without profes-
sional help.

As depression involves de-
viations in neurotransmit-
ter functioning, depression, 
in most cases, needs medical 
intervention or other adju-

vant therapies.
n Myth: Depression is he-
reditary.
Fact: Not all with a family 
history of depression are 
affected by it.

 It is true that people with 
first-degree relative with 
depression have 2-3 times 
higher risk of developing 
depression. However, not 
all people with such family 
history develop depression. 
In fact, people with no family 
history of depression also 
develop the condition.

 
n Myth:  Antidepressants 
are needed life-long
Fact: Although long-term 
therapy of anti-depressants 
may be prescribed, howev-
er, antidepressants are gen-
erally not needed life-long.

Depending on the severity 
of depression, antidepres-
sants are prescribed. Once 
the symptoms of depression 
are well-managed, depres-
sion can be managed with 
mindfulness-based stress 
reduction, yoga, meditation, 
psychotherapy, or a combi-
nation.

                
n  Myth: Depression is 
more common in females.
Fact: Depression affects 
both the sexes equally.

Usually, men talk less about 
their emotions and may have 
different symptoms such as 
anger, irritability, and ag-
gressive behaviour.

With early diagnosis and 
quality treatment, depres-
sion is treatable. To help 
people with depression to 
come forward and seek help, 
let us break the myths asso-
ciated with depression and 
help them “Say Yes to Life.”

Dr Shrikant Sharma is a Con-
sultant Psychiatrist at Anan-
dam Psychiatry Centre in New 
Delhi.
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Nutritious options to 
tackle common cold 

miCroaggressions: 
psyChopathology  
of everyday life

Sneezing, runny nose, 
watery eyes, or feeling 
achy are all symptoms of 
the pesky common cold. 
Adults, in general, suffer 
from over 4–6 episodes 
of cold in a year. Diet is 
crucial in maintaining 
one’s health for any giv-
en health condition. As 
Hippocrates mentions, 

“let food be thy medicine.” One mustn’t compromise or 
deprive their tastebuds of relishing tasty food because 
they suffer from a stuffy nose. To start the day, a glass of 
hot lemon water does wonders in clearing a heavy head 
and nasal congestion. The vitamin C in lemon water helps 
shorten the common cold’s duration. Egg whites are a 
rich source of protein and have zinc and vitamin D in 
abundance, which helps give you energy and improves 
immune function. Poha is another option to add spice 
and flavour to your breakfast.

Keeping a light diet when suf-
fering from a cold is preferred, as 
digesting it becomes easy. Khichadi 
is a go-to lunch option during sick 
days. Adding garlic and ginger to 
this rice porridge is essential, as garlic has anti-bacterial 
and anti-viral properties that help fight nasal congestion 
and headaches. Ginger is another root that helps soothe 
sore throats, and it has antioxidant properties that help 
flush out toxins. One can also opt for tomato soup with 
ginger and garlic to add taste to it. The carotenoids and 
other vitamins help boost immunity and soothe a sore 
throat. Rasam, a popular south-Indian dish, is another 
tasty way to tackle the germs of the common cold. The 
pepper in rasam helps clean out the respiratory system. 
The curry leaves in rasam help tackle any other flu-like 
symptoms. Apart from its lip-smacking flavors, it not only 
aids in improving immunity, but the various amino acids 
in it aid in digestion. How can one forget turmeric when 
any illness is in the picture? Haldi doodh is an ancient 
remedy for boosting immunity. Turmeric has antibac-
terial and antiviral properties that help keep the flu at 
bay. Haldi is also known to control mucus production.

Although tasty, healthy food is encouraged to get 
through the illness with ease, one should also bear in mind 
restrictions. Deep-fried food, cold beverages, artificial 
sugar, and alcohol are triggers of runny nose, constant 
sneezing,and sore throats and should be avoided at all 
times during the period of sickness.
Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clinical Pharmacologist and Nutra-
ceutical Physician, Founder and CEO IntelliMed Healthcare 
Suctions.

Dr shrikant sharma

Till 30 years of age, our body attains its peak bone mass, and our bone formation 
exceeds the bone breakdown. Thereafter, the reverse re-modelling of our bones begins.

About 15% of the adult population is 
estimated to experience depression 
at some point in their lifetime.

A teacher praises a student 
from South India for his good 
command over spoken Eng-
lish, “You don’t speak English 
like a South Indian”. 
A woman is constantly in-
terrupted while speaking 
at a meeting. Continuously 
mispronouncing a person’s 
name because “it’s too hard” 
to say correctly.
Telling a colleague that they 
don’t “look” gay. Assuming an 
older colleague does not un-
derstand technology. Prais-
ing a woman, “You drive like 
a man”. Assuming a person 
with a disability needs help 
in doing basic tasks Having 
low expectations for students 
from particular groups, or 
neighbourhoods.Comment-
ing on your boss who is a 
woman, “She is PMSing”. 
A patient is waiting to see a 
medical professional in the 
hospital. A woman enters 
the room, and the patient 
assumes that she is a nurse 
instead of a doctor.

These are all microaggres-
sions. Microaggressions are 
everyday verbal, nonverbal, 
and environmental slights, 
snubs, or insults, whether 
intentional or unintentional, 
which communicate hostile, 
derogatory, or negative mes-
sages to target persons based 
solely upon their margin-
alised group membership. 
Each of the above indicates 
a bias toward the member of 
the marginalised group, and 
each is hurtful and dispiriting 
for the person being affected.

Microaggressions may be 
based on socioeconomic sta-
tus, disability, gender, gender 
expression or identify, sexual 
orientation, race, ethnicity, 
nationality, or religion. These 
insults or insensitivities may 
be exhibited by students or 
adults within the school com-
munity – keep that in mind 
when considering each ex-
ample.

Microaggressions can be:
Behavioural – communicat-

ing a message with actions or 
symbols that display insensi-
tivity to identity stereotypes.

Environmental – lack of 

representation and diversity, 
including gender, race, eth-
nicity, and sexual orientation.

Verbal – saying something 
that may not outright appear 
to be but is disrespectful or 
offensive to a marginalised 
group

Categories of microag-
gressions include those that 
appear as overt discrimina-
tion, prejudicial behavior, 
abuse, or harassment. In 
many cases, the aggression 
can be difficult to pinpoint 
and resolve because it is not 
so outright, obvious, or even 
malicious. And in some cases, 
the microaggressions are an 
unconscious behaviour from 
the perpetrator.

The effect of microaggres-
sion is corrosive and creates 
an ongoing feeling of being re-
garded as a second-class citi-
zen, inferior, or even danger-
ous. Each microaggression on 
its own can seem minor and 
trivial. However, the cumula-
tive effect is devastating but 
invisible to others who do not 
attract them. It is like bleeding 
by a thousand cuts.

Known effects include:
n	Loss of self-esteem, feel-

ings of exhaustion  
n	Damage to the ability 

to thrive in an environment
n	Mistrust of peers, staff, 

and the institution
n	Decreases participation 

and ability to focus
If you’re feeling hurt, frus-

trated, or angry over microag-
gressions, take care of your-
self first. It can be emotionally 
draining both to challenge 
microaggressions and to let 
them slide. Focus on what you 
can control and accept what 
you can’t. You can’t control 
the biased thinking and be-
haviour of other people. But 
the one thing you can do is 
take care of yourself.
n	Make time to talk with 

friends and allies who un-
derstand what you are expe-
riencing. 
n	Take care of your physi-

cal health. 
n	Practice stress manage-

ment. 
n	Build pride in who you 

are. 
Dr Chavi Bhargava Sharma is 
the founder and CEO of Indic 
Center for Psychological Well-
ness and Holistic Health and 
Conversationists-Talking Cures. 

Adults get 4-6 episodes of cold in a year.

You should take steps that positively impact your bones.

27% of all cancers in india are 
attributable to tobacco use.
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Cancel culture is a very in-
teresting term. People all 
around us are talking about 
it. Today, with the rise of so-
cial media, cancel culture has 
become a rampant phenom-
enon. Any celebrity, who is 
thought to be doing objec-
tionable or offensive stuff 
that is disliked by people 
gets ‘cancelled’ or boycot-
ted. Movies with actors who 
have done something which 
people don’t like are being 
cancelled constantly. 

So, what is this phenom-
enon?

Cancel culture is as old 
as the hills. It is boycotting 
someone for doing some-
thing which is not aligned to 
the norms of society. It is also 
called call-out culture. 

When someone does 
something which is not con-
sidered good or proper by 
a large number of people, 
they decide to boycott the 
person. This practice has 
been around for a long time. 
Excommunication from re-
ligious groups through reli-
gious diktats, or from a vil-
lage by the panchayat, and 
‘desh nikala’ or exile, were 
common punishments for 
undesirable elements of so-
ciety. 

This was considered a 
middle-ground and such a 
‘cancelled’ person was con-
sidered worse than dead 
through this kind of boy-
cott. In homes, disowning a 

family member was also an 
unfortunate possibility al-
though socially acceptable. 
Even today, rare stories of 
a ‘cancelled’ son or daugh-
ter surface sporadically. 
Refrains of an oft repeated 
movie dialogue, ‘tum hamare 
liye mar chuke ho,’ (you are 
dead for us now) can still be 
heard in some rural pockets. 

Among soldiers too, cancel 
culture is practised some-
times, as a way of toughening 
the mind of that soldier who 
isn’t a good team player. The 
brotherhood of soldiers is 
strongly knit and such grave 
decisions to cancel a col-
league are taken very rarely, 
and always collectively. Such 
a ‘cancelled’ colleague isn’t 
welcomed into the bonho-
mie and camaraderie that 
the band of brothers thrives 
on until found deserving. 

He desperately craves his 
tribe’s acceptance, learning 
his lesson quickly, and often 
ends up becoming one of the 
tribe’s strongest team play-
ers.

In team sports like hockey, 
basketball, cricket and foot-
ball, when someone tries to 
become too prominent and 
overshadow others, they are 
quietly cancelled and boycot-
ted by other team members, 
however brilliant they might 
be.

In spiritual communes, 
cancel culture is practised 
quite a bit. It is a terrible 
punishment when hun-
dreds of ashram inmates 
‘cancel’ someone and ignore 
them on their guru’s explicit 
orders. Such community 
chastisement is very rare, 
but extremely effective. 
People do not even make eye 
contact with such a pariah, 
who doesn’t appear to exist 
for them at all. 

When such cancelled in-
mates try to communicate 
with anyone, they are ig-
nored completely. Everyone 
looks through them, and no 
one reacts to their presence. 

The worst occurs when a 
disciple is cancelled by their 
own guru. Such unfortunate 
spiritual journeyers have 
been called anaath or spiri-
tual orphans, and go through 
abject rejection and extreme 
mental torture, and they 
have been known to even 
contemplate suicide. Des-
perate to redeem themselves, 
such cancelled inmates come 
face-to-face with their trans-
gressions and improprieties, 
and burn in a spiritual fire 
worse than any hell.

How can cancel culture be 
of any real use to a serious 
spiritual practitioner? You 
have to train your mind to 
turn away from everything 
that is detrimental to your 
self-growth constantly. 

Cancel toxic relationships 
and get away from places 
that aren’t conducive to your 
inner peace. In the initial 
stages of your spiritual jour-
ney, it is best that you avoid 
places and situations where 
you become restless and agi-
tated. 

Going into a spiritual re-
treat is, in a way, cancelling 
all worldly elements that 
can give you stress. Cancel 
everything that can destroy 
your joy and stillness and 
you will come in direct touch 
with your source, which is 
pure bliss. 

Later, once you have be-
come firm and fortified in 
your spiritual practice, you 
wouldn’t need to cancel any-
one or anything in your life. 
They simply wouldn’t affect 
you any more. 

Deepam Chatterjee, the author 
of The Millennial Yogi, can be 
reached at deepamchatterjee@
yahoo.co.in

CANCEL CULTURE AND TRANSCENDENCE 
boyCoTT ERA

The feeling and the expres-
sion of gratitude is practiced 
in all religions, cultures and 
traditions. 

Gratitude is being grate-
ful for all we receive from 
nature, family, friends and 
society. There are multiple 
ways of being grateful and 
expressing it or celebrating. 
People gather with their fam-
ilies, relatives and friends for 
meals and prayers together. 
In other cultures like in 
North America, Europe and 
other western countries the 
festival of “Thanksgiving” is 
expressing gratitude. In this 
part of the world, this emo-
tion is expressed as “kri-
tagyata”, “aabhar”, “shukr”, 
“shukhar” and “shukran”. 
Beyond celebrating with 
dinners, parades and mass 
prayers, gratitude has sig-
nificant value to our lives. To 
live a happy, fulfilling and 
successful life, we need to 
learn to be grateful. More we 
are grateful and appreciative 
of what we got, the happier 
and complete we feel. Very 
famous line in Indian house-
holds is

“Unke Ghar Khushiyon Ki  
Hoti Barsate Hain, 

Har Haal Mein Data Ka Jo 
Shukar Manate Hain” 

(This means that those who 
are grateful to God in every sit-
uation, they are showered with 
happiness)

During the first pandemic 
wave, an eighty-five year 
old man was admitted to 
the hospital. His lungs were  
damaged and he was ad-
mitted in the intensive care 
unit with external oxygen 
support. By his luck and the 
grace of God he recovered 
and was discharged after a 
few days. The hospital bill 
was US$50000 at the dis-
charge. On seeing the bill 
amount, this person started 
crying. A compassionate 
hospital staff came and told 
him, “you can leave without 
paying the bill, if you can›t 
pay. Please don›t cry.” The 
old man replied: “I am not 
crying for  the amount of fifty 

thousand dollars for twenty 
days. I am crying because 
I never acknowledged the 
oxygen provided by nature 
free of cost for my eighty 
long years. I never thanked 
nature for this.” 

The realization that oxy-
gen is so crucial for our life 
and the fact that we receive 
it without acknowledgement 
or gratitude left a deep mark 
on this man as it should 
on all of us. We have been 
blessed with infinite things 
in life but we are not grateful 
for them or do not express.

Gratitude is the greatest of 
attitudes. It is the opposite 

of jealousy and comparison. 
We should be grateful and 
thankful for each and every 
situation, circumstance and 
person in our life. Grati-
tude is like thanking the  
‘universe’ for its gifts show-
ered on us. When we are 
grateful for what we have 
received, it provides  more  
into our lives.  It is  like our 
doing more  for the people 
who show gratitude for what 
they got.  It generates positive 
energy and keeps it flowing. 
It works as a fuel in ours and 
others› lives as  the cycle of 
energy continues.

The grateful mind is not 
complaining and not com-
paring. It is more peaceful 
and free of stress. Gratitude 
helps us to lead a happy, re-
laxed and fulfilled life. Grat-
itude has the ability to heal, 
energize and help us raise 
our vibration. It increases 
happiness, reduces anxiety 
and depression, and brings 
a higher level of optimism.  

There is science behind it - 
we have neural pathways in 
our brain that keep lighting 
up when blood flows to them. 

To create a new pathway of 
good memories, and positive 
thoughts, gratitude works as 
a very wonderful  tool. It also 
helps to  accept sad and dif-
ficult memories. Gratitude 
helps our brain kick start 
the production of dopamine 
and serotonin hormones that 
can help fight feelings of de-
pression and sadness. With 
regular practice of gratitude, 
we train our frontal cortex 
to retain positive and happy 
experiences of life and deflect 
the negative.

According to Dr Bruce 
Lipton, a biologist and au-
thor of bestseller Biology of 

Belief, gratitude and service 
activate the enzyme ‘telomer-
ase’ that is  responsible for the 
maintenance of the length of 
telomeres that  preserve the 
information in our genome. 
When you are stressed and 
live a life devoid  of love and 
appreciation, you lose your 
telomeres.

Gratitude helps us to ap-
preciate good things in our 
life.  No one›s life is perfect 
but what we appreciate, ap-
preciates. We might feel 
miserable for our failures, 
shortcomings, or obstacles. 
We might feel frustrated by 
the imperfect people in our 
life. But we can learn to see 
something good from these 
situations and experiences. 

Here is another story - A 
monastery was to be set up. 
However,  funds were lim-
ited. So all the monks had 
to work to build it. They had 
to lay the bricks and create 
walls. One monk worked 
very hard to create the per-
fect wall by using 1000 
bricks. He worked day and 
night and created a perfect 
wall in four days.  He was 

very happy to create it until 
he realized that the wall had 
two bad bricks. One was 
popping out and one was 
pushed inside. He got very 
upset and wanted to break 
the full wall. He went to the 
master and shared his in-
tention. The master told him  
not to do this, as there was no 
time to rebuild it. The monk 
was very upset but could 
not do anything as this was 
the master›s order. But each 
day he would notice the two 
uneven bricks on the wall. 
Once a tourist came to visit 
the monastery.  Same monk 
was giving him a tour of 

the monastery. The tourist 
stopped near the wall and 
said, this is a beautiful wall! 
The monk asked, “don’t 
you see the two uneven bad 
bricks?” The tourist said, 
“Yes, I can see the two bad 
bricks but I also see the 998 
good bricks.” 

This is what we do with 
our life. We focus on what 
we don›t have, or what is 
wrong and bad in our life. 
We never notice what we 
have been blessed with and 
what is good and right in our 
life. Sometimes we fail to see 
anything good happening 
in our lives. It is extremely 
important to see what we 
are blessed with. Let us not 
take everything we have for 
granted and expect that the 
flow will continue without 
any reciprocation. 

If you want to live a happy, 
stress free, abundant and 
comfortable life, learn to be a 
grateful person. To be grate-
ful is full of greatness. It is to 
fully recognise, acknowledge 
and experience the greatness 
that is already abounding in 
our life.

Attitude of gratitude
gRATEfULNESS

SERENiTy

Deepam Chatterjee

anita Chitkara

Sant rajinDer Singh ji maharaj

People the world over have 
tried to crack the code to 
long lasting and harmoni-

ous relationships. Yet, if we know 
where to look, harmonious rela-
tionships are not far from our 
reach. As social beings living in 
this world, we continually seek 
harmonious relationships with 
those around us – our family, our 
loved ones, friends, co-workers 
and neighbours. No matter what 
the relationship, at the heart of all 
relationship challenges, lies our 
inability to (1) handle anger, (2) 
control our ego and (3) stay calm 
in the face of a trying situation.

Most problems arise when peo-
ple disagree with each other or 
have differing viewpoints about 
a matter. They may each feel they 
are right and the other party is 
wrong, and will each try to make 
their case. When the other party 
does not come around or give in, 
anger surfaces. If we are unable to 
stay calm at this point, we end up 
saying or doing something hurt-
ful to the other. This escalates and 
leads to retaliation. Soon, what 
began as a minor disagreement 
evolves into a fight or over time, a 
long-term feud. The relationship 
then suffers.

There is another ending to this 
story; one in which we maintain 
harmony within the relationship, 
and it all begins with the simple 
technique of meditation. It can 
help short-circuit the cycle of an-
ger and retaliation and instead 
instil in us peace and harmony.

Meditation on the inner Light 
and Sound of God is a process 
whereby we take our attention 
away from the outer world and 
focus it within ourselves. As 

we do so, we begin to experi-
ence God’s love that is within 
us. Bathed in this divine love, we 
gradually awaken to the reality 
that we are not the body, but at 

the core, are soul – a part of God. 
It is this part of God that enlivens 
the physical body. We also begin 
to see all living things whether 
human, animal, or plant, as a part 

of God, with God’s Light shining 
in all.

Embracing our oneness with 
all of God’s creation, we undergo 
a profound transformation. As a 

result, we begin to develop love 
for all. This builds a bridge be-
tween people as we realize our 
commonality. Our hearts open, 
we develop tolerance and pa-
tience towards those around us. 
We become compassionate and 
understanding, and we seek to 
help those in need. We are in-
spired to utilize our talents for 
the good of humanity, and in 
whatever sphere we are work-
ing, we become a source of help 
and comfort to those around us.

No longer seeking to rule over 
or control others, our ego is kept 
in check, as we don’t see our-
selves as different from our fel-
low beings.

As we meditate, we experience 
states of calm, peace and joy. This 
feeling of tranquillity remains 
with us long after our medita-
tions, and radiates from us to all 
in our orbit. We are able to stay 
calm in the face of challenging sit-
uations or differences of opinion, 
not allowing situations to escalate 
into anger. When we remain on 
an even keel, we are able to find 

solutions, and are open to adjust-
ing and compromising to ensure 
a peaceful resolution.

The more regular we become 
in our meditations, the more we 
come in contact with the source 
of divine love—and the more we 
learn to love and be loved. Peace 
and harmony enter our hearts 
and homes and will be reflected 
in every aspect of our life, radiat-
ing to all those we meet. Unbe-
knownst to us, we spread a divine 
fragrance wherever we go.

If we try meditating daily, we 
will observe a remarkable dif-
ference in how we approach our 
relationships. As we become 
calmer and more loving, we will 
notice that it has a positive impact 
on all our relationships. Not only 
will our own relationships be 
more harmonious but our posi-
tive attributes will have a ripple 
effect on others. Through the 
inner peace and harmony that 
we attain for ourselves in medi-
tation, we can help bring about 
outer peace and harmony in all 
our relationships.

ThE SECRET To hARmoNioUS RELATioNShipS



Pakistan Cricket Board on 
Monday announced their 
18-member squad for the 
three-match Test series 
against England in Decem-
ber, spinner Abrar Ahmed 
and fast bowler Moham-
mad Ali received maiden 
Test call-ups.

For the first time since 
2005, England are set to 
tour Pakistan for a Test se-
ries. Rawalpindi will host 
the first Test before the ac-
tion moves to Karachi and 
Multan for the subsequent 
games. Amongst the omis-
sions, notable names include 
Fawad Alam, Hasan Ali, Ya-
sir Shah and Shaheen Afridi. 
Afridi recently underwent 
surgery on his appendix as 
the star pacer continues his 
recovery from his ongoing 
knee injury.

The series will be crucial 
for Pakistan to keep their 
hopes of making the World 

Test Championship Final 
alive. Babar Azam’s men are 
currently placed fifth in the 
standings with a point per-
centage of 51.85.

24-year-old Abrar is in 
red-hot form in the ongo-
ing Quaid-e-Azam Trophy. 
Before the start of the last 
round on Sunday (20 No-
vember), Abrar had claimed 
43 wickets at an average 
of 21.95. He has recorded 
five five-wicket hauls in six 
matches and has played an 
integral role in turning his 

side into serious contend-
ers to secure a berth in the 
Quaid-e-Azam Trophy final.

Central Punjab’s Moham-
mad Ali has been the best 
fast bowler in the Quaid-e-
Azam Trophy in the last two 
editions, taking 56 wickets. 
His 24 wickets, including 
two five wicket hauls, at 
25.54 in six matches are the 
most for any fast bowler 
this first-class season. His 
32 wickets at 22.78 in eight 
matches in 2021-22 were also 
the most for a fast bowler.
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Australian batter David Warner 

THREE MATCHES

Pakistan announce squad for 
Test series against England; 
Fawad, Hasan dropped

BALL-TAMPERING SCANDAL

Cricket Australia opens way for David 
Warner leadership return

Australian batter David Warner can 
now apply to get his lifetime leader-
ship ban modified after Cricket Aus-
tralia’s board made amendments to its 
code of conduct policy.

As per ESPNCricinfo, Warner was 
not eligible for captaincy in Australian 
cricket after the 2018 ball-tampering 
scandal resulted in him being banned 
from holding a leadership position 
for life. Under the previous code of 
conduct, players could not get the 
sanctions reviewed once they were 
accepted.

But CA had requested a review 
of the policy to be conducted by the 
board’s head of integrity Jacqui Par-
tridge. n Monday, the board released 
a statement saying that the recom-
mendations of the review have been 
accepted and given formal approval.

Now, Warner can apply to get his 
ban modified.

“Under the changes, players and 

support staff can now apply to have 
long-term sanctions modified,” the 
statement said. “Any applications will 
be considered by a three-person Re-
view Panel, comprising independent 
Code of Conduct Commissioners, 
which must be satisfied that excep-
tional circumstances exist to justify 
modifying a sanction.”

“These circumstances and consid-

erations will include whether the 
subject of the sanction has demon-
strated genuine remorse; the subject’s 
conduct and behaviour since the im-
position of the sanction; whether 
rehabilitation programs have been 
completed undertaken (if applicable) 
and the length of time that has passed 
since the sanction was imposed and 
whether sufficient time has passed 

to allow for reform or rehabilitation.”
“The code of conduct states this pro-

cess: ‘Acknowledges that Players and 
Player Support Personnel are capable 
of genuine reform or rehabilitation 
and is intended to provide the Player 
or Player Support Personnel with an 
opportunity to resume their previous-
ly held positions or responsibilities in 
specific circumstances.”

“The hearing of an application is not 
an appeal, or a review of the original 
sanction imposed,” concluded the 
statement. The 35-year-old open-
ing veteran has shown interest in 
returning to a leadership role, hav-
ing captained Sunrisers Hyderabad 
in the Indian Premier League (IPL). 
He also spoke about how keen he is 
to help Sydney Thunder in Big Bash 
League (BBL) as a leader.

Warner has also hinted that he will 
retire from Test cricket by next year, 
but will continue playing interna-
tional cricket till 2024 T20 World 
Cup, with Aussies likely to need a new 
captain for that tournament. 
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YOUTH WORLD BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS: 
DEVIKA, PREETI CRUISE INTO QUARTERS

Indian women boxers Devika 
Ghorpade and Preeti Dahiya 
posted emphatic victories to 
enter the quarter-finals while 
three others suffered defeats 
in the Last-16 stage on sixth 
day of the IBA Youth Men’s 
and Women’s World Boxing 
Championships 2022 in La 
Nucia, Spain.

The Pune-based pugilist, 
Devika made light work of 
Ireland’s Margaret Lambe in 
the 52kg bout. Her impressive 
attacking display right from 
the word go eventually forced 
referees to stop the contest in 
the third round and declare 
Indian the winner by RSC 
verdict. Preeti, who hails from 
Haryana, also put up an equal-
ly dominant show in the 57kg 

bout and hardly allowed her 
opponent Benedicta Maekinen 
of Finland to score any point 
before winning it comprehen-
sively by unanimous decision.

Meanwhile, it was heart-
break for Mahak Sharma 
(66kg), Sahil Chauhan (71kg) 
and Bharat Joon (92kg)--
whose challenge ended with 

losses in their respective bouts.
Mahak lost to Kazakhstan’s 

Bakyt Seidish by 0-5 mar-
gin in the women’s section 
while Sahil and Bharat were 
defeated by Uzbekistan’s Fa-
zliddin Erkinboev and Eng-
land’s Damar Thomas by 0-5 
and 2-3 respectively in the 
 men’s category.
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New Zealand skipper 
Kane Williamson 
has been ruled out 

of the third and final T20I 
against India in Napier due 
to a pre-arranged medical 
appointment.

“Blackcaps captain Kane 
Williamson will miss the 
third T20I in Napier on Tues-
day to attend a pre-arranged 
medical appointment,” said 
a statement from New Zea-
land Cricket (NZC) on Mon-
day. Auckland Aces batsman 
Mark Chapman will join the 
T20I squad in Napier today.

Williamson will rejoin the 
team on Wednesday when 
the ODI squad assembles in 
Auckland ahead of the series 
opener at Eden Park on Fri-
day.

Coach Gary Stead said the 
medical appointment had 
nothing to do with William-

son’s historic elbow com-
plaint. “Kane has been try-
ing to get this booked in for a 
while now, but unfortunately 
it has not been able to fit into 
our schedule,” Stead said.

“The health and well-being 
of our players and staff is 
paramount, and we look for-
ward to seeing him in Auck-
land.”

Stead said Chapman was 

excited to be back with the 
squad after featuring in the 
recent T20 World Cup and 
Tri-Series in Christchurch.

“He is a quality player who 
offers good versatility in the 

order,” he said.
Stead confirmed Tim 

Southee would captain the 
side for the third and final 
match at McLean Park on 
Tuesday night.

India is currently leading 
the three-match T20I series 
by 1-0. After the first match 
was abandoned due to rain 
without a ball being bowled, 
India defeated the Kiwis by 
65 runs in the second T20I. 
Star batter Suryakumar 
Yadav (111* off 51 balls) and 
batting all-rounder Deepak 
Hooda (4 wickets for 10 runs) 
were the stars of the match.

Also, Williamson is under 
scrutiny for his low strike 
rate in T20Is. In 13 matches 
this year, he has scored 443 
runs at an average of 36.91 
with three half-centuries. 
However, his low strike rate 
of 118.76 has hurt his time 
both while setting up a target 
or chasing it. 

UNDER SCRUTINY

Kane Williamson 

WILLIAMSON RULED OUT OF THIRD T20I 
AGAINST INDIA DUE TO MEDICAL CAUSE

ATP FINALS 

Novak Djokovic clinches record 
equaling 6th title, defeats Ruud in final

Serbian tennis star Novak 
Djokovic earned a record-
equaling sixth ATP Finals 
singles title win, beating 
Norway’s Casper Ruud in 
the summit clash. Djokovic 
defeated his opponent by 7-5, 
6-3 to walk away with a his-
toric payday of $4.7m. He has 
now equalled the record of 
Swiss legend Roger Federer, 
who has six ATP title wins. 
The Serbian’s high-quality 
return game proved to be a 
huge difference between both 
players. He carved out all five 
break-point opportunities 
in the match. Ruud also hit 
strongly, but the ‘Big Match 
Djokovic’ was too good for 
him in this 93-minute battle 
for the title. “I missed a couple 
of forehands in the last game 
when I was serving for it,” 
Djokovic was quoted as say-
ing by ATP after his win.

“I had nerves, but I am re-
ally grateful to be able to serve 
the match out. I had a big 
ace to close out. Seven years 
[since winning this title] has 
been a long time. At the same 
time, the fact that I waited 

seven years makes this vic-
tory even sweeter and even 
bigger,” he added.

The Rome, Wimbledon, Tel 
Aviv and Astana champion 
now has ATP titles in three 
different cities. He won the 
title in Shanghai back in 
2008 and made London his 
stomping grounds with wins 
in 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015. 
Now he has a title in Turin, 

Italy. He is also the oldest 
champion in history of the 
tournament. Him being able 
to lift the trophy in three dif-
ferent decades is proof of his 
longevity and ability to bring 
his elite game while compet-
ing against the very best in 
the game.

Djokovic is still hungry for 
big trophies.

“I do not know what the fu-

ture holds, but I know that 
what I hold in my mind is a 
huge hunger still to win tro-
phies,” said Djokovic in his 
post-match press conference.

“Make history of this sport, 
compete on the highest level 
all around the world, and 
bring good emotions to sports 
fans, tennis fans. That’s what 
drives me a lot,” he added.

“I have a lot of different 

motivational factors, and I 
do not lack any motivation 
for the moment. Of course, 
we all have bad days or bad 
weeks. But generally, the feel 
is still there,” he concluded.

Djokovic lifted his 91st 
tour-level trophy and was 
extremely pleased with his 
win. “It is finals. Usually, 
these kinds of matches are 
decided by very small mar-
gins. One break of serve was 
enough in both sets. I knew 
Casper was playing really 
well coming into this match. 
We both served really well 
and I think in some decisive 
moments, like the 12th game 
of the first set, I managed to 
put a few returns back in 
play,” said Djokovic.

“I made him run, made him 
play. I was really pleased with 
the way I played. I was look-
ing to be very aggressive 
and it worked great. I am re-
ally pleased with the perfor-
mance,” added the Serbian.

Ruud was the first Scan-
dinavian to contest in ATP 
Finals since Stefan Edberg 
of Sweden. Despite his loss, 
he will be finishing the year 
at number 3 in the ATP Rank-
ings.

Serbian tennis star Novak Djokovic 

CALL-UP

Australia’s Meredith 
replaces Starc for final 
ODI against England

Pacer Riley Meredith has re-
ceived a call-up into Austra-
lia’s squad for the third ODI 
against England in Mel-
bourne as a replacement for 
star bowler Mitchell Starc.

Starc will stay back in Syd-
ney to rest ahead of the first 
Test against West Indies 
next week. Ashton Agar 
will not be part of the final 
ODI. Agar left the squad 
to head to Canberra ahead 
of the four-day pink-ball 
Prime Minister’s XI match 
against West Indies starting 
on Wednesday. According to 
the ESPNcricinfo, Pat Cum-
mins is likely to return to the 
side as skipper having rested 
from Saturday’s win over 
England in Sydney.

The only paceman at Mon-
day’s optional practice at the 
chilly and soggy Melbourne 
Cricket Ground (MCG) was 
Meredith, who has played in 
one ODI and five T20Is. He 
has had a strong season start 
in domestic cricket, bagging 
two five-wicket hauls and 
a four-wicket haul across 
eight Marsh Cup and Shef-
field Shield games this sum-

mer. He is still very much a 
part of Australia’s long-term 
white-ball ambitions.

Despite Glenn Maxwell be-
ing pulled out of the series, 
Australia does already have 
Sean Abbott in the lineup for 
Melbourne. After Joel Paris, 
a left-arm swing bowler 
from Western Australia was 
flown to Canberra to join the 
PM’s XI squad as Abbott’s 
replacement, he appears 
likely to play in Tuesday’s 
dead rubber.

While Cameron Green 
was flown home to relax 
before the Tests, Josh Inglis, 
who will captain the PM’s 
XI on Wednesday, joined the 
ODI team in Sydney. Josh In-
glis is still in Melbourne, but 

he spent the majority of his 
net session indoors facing 
pink balls.

Australia ODI squad: Pat 
Cummins (c), Sean Abbott, 
Ashton Agar, Alex Carey, 
Cameron Green, Josh Ha-
zlewood, Travis Head, Josh 
Inglis, Marnus Labuscha-
gne, Mitchell Marsh, Steve 
Smith, Mitchell Starc, Mar-
cus Stoinis, David Warner 
and Adam Zampa.

England ODI squad: Jos 
Buttler (c), Moeen Ali, Sam 
Billings, Sam Curran, Liam 
Dawson, Chris Jordan, Da-
wid Malan, Adil Rashid, 
Jason Roy, Phil Salt, Olly 
Stone, James Vince, David 
Willey, Chris Woakes and 
Luke Wood. 
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Indian boxer Preeti Dahiya in action during Youth World Boxing 
Championships 2022
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AHEAD OF GHANA CLASH

TDG NETWORK
DOHA

After causing a huge contro-
versy by giving an explosive 
interview criticising his club 
and manager, Cristiano Ron-
aldo made a surprise appear-
ance in front of the media on 
Monday to insist he is not a 
problem for the Portuguese 
squad as they prepare to kick 
off their World Cup campaign 
against Ghana on Thursday.

Ronaldo has been in the 
headlines for the wrong rea-
sons in the past couple of 
weeks after a TV interview in 
which he accused Manches-
ter United of betraying him 
and trying to force him out 
of the club, while also saying 
he had “no respect” for coach 
Erik ten Hag.

The shockwaves around 
those declarations, which 
have led United to consider 
taking legal action against 
him, have still not died down, 
but speaking in a press con-
ference at the Portuguese 
training camp in Qatar, the 
striker insisted defiantly they 

were not a problem for the na-
tional team, reports Xinhua.

“In my life, the best timing 
is always my timing. I don’t 
have to think about what oth-
er people think. I speak when 
I want. The players know me 
really well for many years 
and know the type of person 
I am,” he said.

Ronaldo insisted that Portu-
gal had an “ambitious group” 
of players, who were “hungry 
and focused.”

“I’m sure the interview 
won’t shake the changing 
room’s concentration and 
focus. I’m feeling great, I’m 
recovered and I’m training 
well and ready to start the 

World Cup in the best way 
possible,” added the striker, 
who also brushed aside any 
talk of a bad relationship with 
Manchester United teammate 
Bruno Fernandes.

“I was playing around. His 
plane was late -- I asked him: 
‘Did you come by boat’?”  
he explained.

‘My problems with Man United
won’t affect Portugal’s campaign’

This is going to be Cristiano Ronaldo’s final appearance in FIFA World Cup.

England started their 
World Cup 2022 
campaign in style 

decimating Iran 6-2 at the 
Khalifa International Sta-
dium here.

Bukayo Saka scored a 
brace for the English team 
while Jude Bellingham, 
Raheem Sterling, Marcus 
Rashford and Jack Greal-
ish scored a goal each. Iran 
suffered a huge blow when 
their goalkeeper Alireza 
Beiranvand collided with 
his teammate Majid Hos-
seini. Beiranvand had to be 
stretchered out in the 19th 
minute.

England gave a dominant 
performance which com-
bined skill with speed.

Jude Bellingham got Eng-
land off the mark in the 
World Cup 2022 scoring 
a goal in the 35th minute. 
Eight minutes later, Bu-
kayo Saka doubled the lead 

for Gareth Southgate’s side 
to give them a 2-0 lead. Ra-
heem Sterling made it 3-0 in 
the injury time of the first 
half. England went into 
half-time with a healthy 
lead of 3-0.

In the second half, Saka 
scored his second goal of 
the match to make it 4-0 as 

he found the net in the 62nd 
minute. Three minutes later 
Iran too managed to find 
the nets as Mehdi Taremi 
scored the team’s first goal 
of the tournament and the 
scoreline read 4-1 in the 
English side’s favour.

Marcus Rashford helped 
England restore their four-

goal lead as he struck the 
fifth goal for his side to take 
a 5-1 lead. Jack Grealish too 
joined the party scoring in 
the 89th minute as England 
stretched their lead to 6-1.

Iran came close to scor-
ing another goal as Sardar 
Azmoun raced through in 
stoppage time, but Jordan 

Pickford produced a fin-
gertip save to turn his ef-
fort onto the bar. Iran got 
a late penalty after a VAR 
check for a foul on Morteza 
Pouraliganji which resulted 
in Taremi scoring his sec-
ond goal of the match. The 
match ended with a 6-2 in 
England’s favour.

The English team was a 
far more superior side on 
the day enjoying 78 per 
cent of the possession in 
comparison to Iran who 
managed only 22 per cent. 
England also had seven 
shots on target compared to 
Iran, with only three shots 
on target. England had eight 
corners in comparison to 
Iran which had none. Iran 
committed 14 fouls while 
England did 9.

England created oppor-
tunities through the match 
and converted many of 
them into brilliant goals. 
England will now face 
USA and Wales in their 
 next encounters.

GROUP B ENCOUNTER
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ENGLAND RECORD 2ND BIGGEST WIN
IN WC HISTORY; DESTROY IRAN 6-2

The Three Lions scored as many as 3 goals within half-time.

Felix Sanchez

Qatar as host is estimated to have spent as much as $220 bn for the biggest global tournament.

AFTER LOSS TO ECUADOR

CLASSIC MISMATCH
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England fans searching for beer in
Qatar end up at Sheikh’s palace!

As amusing as it may 
sound, a couple of Eng-
land Football team fans 
who are in Qatar for the 
ongoing FIFA World Cup 
ended up at the Sheikh’s 
plush palace in search of 
beer!

People were a bit sur-
prised after the authorities 
prohibited a ban on alco-
hol sale at the stadium. 
According to a video that 
has now gone viral on so-
cial media, two men from 
England who are in Qatar 
for the World Cup looked 
for beer all across recent-
ly. And that’s not it! Their 
hunt for beer led them to 
the Sheikh’s palace where 
they even came across the 
Sheikh’s cub.

Majeed Freeman, a Twit-
ter user, shared the video 
on the platform. In the vi-
ral video, one of the lads, 
said, “Last night, we met 
one of the Sheikh’s sons 
and he took us back to the 
palace and he showed us, 

he had lions and every-
thing.”

“They’ve made us so 
welcome and look around 
you, it doesn’t get any bet-
ter than this,” he added.

“We were on a hunt for 
some beers and they said 
‘We’ll sort beers’, so we 
jumped into the back of 
his Land Cruiser, and end-
ed up in a big palace,” said 

his friend who accompa-
nied him to the Sheikh’s 
palace.

“We were in the back and 
he showed us monkeys, 
his exotic birds, it was 
nuts,” he further recalled.

Well, if you wait a few 
seconds, you can take the 
palace tour through the 
Snapchat videos posted 
by them.

Beer sales have been banned across WC stadiums in Qatar.

QATAR IN FOCUS
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REVENUE EXPECTED TO SURPASS ALL PREVIOUS RECORDS
With the formal kicking off 
of the once-in-a-four-year 
and much-awaited FIFA 
World Cup, football fever 
has gripped all across the 
globe.

The biggest extravaganza 
of football started on No-
vember 20 in Qatar and 
will be held till December 
18. Eight stadiums across 
Qatar will be hosting the 64 
matches of this showpiece 
event. As global audiences 
set the stage for memorable 
sporting achievements on 
the field, off the field there 
are commercial and reputa-
tional opportunities across 
the entire technology, me-
dia and telecommunica-
tions sector, according to 
a new analysis by global 
financial information and 
analytics services provider 
S&P Global Market Intel-

ligence.
Based on its analysis, it 

pegged that Qatar is ex-
pected to generate USD 6.5 
billion, surpassing all pre-
vious tournaments and at 
four times the figure seen 
in Korea and Japan in 2002.

The federation FIFA op-

erates as custodian of the 
game, with all income dis-
tributed back into the sport. 
Expenses consist of event-
related costs, development 
payments to member na-
tions, governance and other 
administration costs.

During the 2018 football 

world cup in Russia, rev-
enue worth USD 5.2 billion 
was generated, it said in its 
analysis report.

“Analysis of the last com-
plete four-year World Cup 
cycle that led up to Russia 
2018 shows that just under 
half of FIFA revenue came 

from broadcasting rights 
fees,” it said in the report.

“An additional 26 per cent 
came from marketing rights 
with sponsors signing con-
tracts to associate with the 
event. Hospitality and ticket 
sales brought 11 per cent, 
illustrating that media ex-
posure and a global affinity 
with the sport drive overall 
revenue,” it said.

Notably, the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 will be the first 
time the event has taken 
place during the fourth 
quarter of a calendar year. 
The scheduling was re-
ported to be due to the ex-
treme weather conditions 
in Qatar during June and 
July, the months in which 
the tournament is typically 
held.

“This delayed scheduling 
means that matches will 
be taking place within the 
most lucrative TV advertis-

ing period of the year,” the 
S&P Global Market Intel-
ligence report said.

Coming back to FIFA 
World Cup 2022, a total 
of 32 teams from five con-
federations are competing 
in Qatar. As many as 64 
matches will be played dur-
ing the course of 29 days.

The teams are hosts Qa-
tar, Ecuador, Senegal, the 
Netherlands, England, 
Iran, USA, Wales, Argen-
tina, Saudi Arabia, Mexico, 
Poland, France, Australia, 
Denmark, Tunisia, Spain, 
Costa Rica, Germany, Ja-
pan, Belgium, Canada, Mo-
rocco, and Croatia, Brazil, 
Serbia, Switzerland, Cam-
eroon, Portugal, Ghana, 
Uruguay and South Korea.

Notably, the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup tournament is 
the last with 32 participat-
ing teams, as the field will 
increase to 48 teams when 

Canada, Mexico and the 
United States will host the 
2026 tournament.

France is the defending 
champion, having won 
their second title in 2018 
after defeating Croatia in 
the final.

Most notably, it is likely 
the last World Cup tourna-
ment for Lionel Messi, the 
Argentina striker - who 
is considered one of the 
greatest ever footballers 
of all time. It is also highly 
likely that 37-year-old Cris-
tiano Ronaldo will don the 
Portuguese colours for one 
final time.

This marks the first time 
the Middle East is hosting 
the event. It is also the first 
time the World Cup is be-
ing held outside the typi-
cal June-July window, in 
order to avoid the desert 
heat during the summers 
in Qatar.

NEED TO BE WELL-ORGANISED TO BE
COMPETITIVE, SAYS QATAR COACH

After the loss to Ecuador 
in the opening match of 
the FIFA World Cup, Qatar 
coach Felix Sanchez said 
that his team needs to de-
fend well and stay organised 
in order to be competitive.

Enner Valencia scored a 
brace to help Ecuador defeat 
Qatar in the opening game 
of the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al 
Khor, Qatar on Sunday. “We 
fought this game in a certain 
way, but our opponent had 
their own ideas. It is not 
that we did not want to at-
tack, but our opponent had 
their own weapons,” said 
Sanchez as quoted by Sky 
Sports.

“If we want to be competi-
tive, we will need to defend, 
and be very well organised. 
When we have possession 
we would like to be more 
effective,” added the coach.

The group A game saw 
the hosts being dominated 
by the South Americans, 

with the match seeing the 
maiden instance where the 
opening goal of a World Cup 
was scored through a pen-
alty kick.

Ecuador’s captain Enner 
Valencia set the FIFA World 
Cup on fire with a goal with-
in three minutes of the foot-
ball extravaganza kicking 
off. The striker received the 
ball off a kick by Felix Tor-
res and headed it into the 
net, sparking celebration 
by Ecuadorian fans.

However, the celebration 
was short-lived as the refer-
ee ruled the goal as off-side. 
A VAR check confirmed 
that the goal was off-side.

Ecuador kept on attacking 
and kept possession of the 
ball, while the Qatari play-
ers seemed to be chasing itl.

Valencia made a superb 
run in the 16th minute of the 
match towards the goal but 
a tackle from Qatar’s goal-
keeper Al Sheeb saw him 
going down and winning a 
penalty for his team.

Sheeb was given a yellow 
for his tackle on Valencia by 
the goalkeeper and a penalty 
was also awarded to Ecua-
dor.

The Ecuador captain was 
spot on with the penalty 
kick as he sent the ball into 
the right-bottom corner, 
scoring his fourth career 
World Cup goal and giv-
ing his team a 1-0 lead over 
hosts Qatar.

Qatar players found it dif-
ficult to settle down against 
the South-American team 
as the team lost possession 
continuously, failing to pass 
the ball cleanly. Another yel-
low card for Qatar came to 
Almoez Ali for his tackle on 
the Ecuadorian captain.
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World Cup holders France 
will kick off their title de-
fense late on Tuesday 
night with what looks as 
if it should be a relatively 
straightforward opener 
against the Australian side 
that booked the ticket to 
Qatar with a nerve-jangling 
play-off win on penalties 
against Peru.

The French have suffered 
several injury setbacks, with 
long-term injuries forcing 
N’Golo Kante and Paul Pog-
ba to miss the finals, while 
Karim Benzema’s thigh 
injury saw him fly back to 
Spain on Sunday morning.

The absence of Benzema 
weakens an attack that also 
lost Christopher Nkunku. 
But a look at the firepower 
that Didier Deschamps will 
still be able to field against 
the Socceroos implies that if 
anyone can afford to suffer 
injuries, it’s the French, and 
that is probably why Des-
champs has opted against 
calling a late replacement 
into his squad.

Kylian Mbappe is a certain 
starter, with Olivier Giroud 
and Antoine Griezmann 
likely to be in the starting 
11 and FC Barcelona’s Ous-
mane Dembele also having 
opportunities.

Giroud is likely to be es-
pecially motivated as his 49 
goals for France leave him 
just two behind Thierry 
Henry to become his coun-
try’s record goalscorer.

The only question mark 
over the French is in their 
recent form as they won just 
one of their five UEFA Na-
tions League games in June 
and September, although 
that could perhaps be put 
down to tiredness after a 
frantic fixture calendar, re-
ports Xinhua.

The Australians arrived 
in Qatar having only made 
it out of the group stage 
once in five attempts, with 
Guus Hiddink’s side mak-
ing it to the last 16 in 2006 
when current coach Gra-
ham Arnold was Hiddink’s  
assistant.

FRANCE SANS 
BENZEMA,
TO PLAY OPENING
CLASH WITH OZ
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