
INDIA JUMPS 
TWO SPOTS 
HIGHER ON 
CLIMATE INDEX
NEW DELHI: On the 
basis of its climate 
change performance, 
India has been ranked 
among top 5 countries 
in the world, and the 
best among the G20 
countries. India jumps 
two spots higher, and 
is now ranked 8th as 
per Climate Change 
Performance Index 
(CCPI, 2023), which is 
published by German 
Watch, New Climate 
Institute and Cli-
mate Action Network 
International based 
in Germany. The 
latest report of CCPI, 
released at COP 27 
in November 2022, 
shows Denmark, Swe-
den, Chile and Mo-
rocco as the only four 
small countries that 
were ranked above 
India as 4th, 5th, 6th 
and 7th, respectively.

TOLL RISES TO 
250 IN INDONESIA 
EARTHQUAKE
JAKARTA: At least 250 
people have been 
killed in the powerful 
5.6 magnitude earth-
quake that jolted In-
donesia’s main island 
of Java on Monday, 
injuring several people, 
Channel News Asia re-
ported. The epicenter 
of the 5.6 magnitude 
earthquake was near 
the town of Cianjur 
in mountainous West 
Java, about 75km (45 
miles) southeast of the 
capital, Jakarta. The 
region is home to over 
2.5 million people. 

TOP OF THE DAY
SITUATION TENSE 

6 killed in Assam-Meghalaya 
border, net suspended 

Meghalaya has suspended 
mobile internet services in 
seven districts of the state for 
48 hours after six persons 
including one Assam forest 
official were killed in firing 
in Mukroh in West Jaintia 
Hills on the border between 
the two states. 

Mobile internet/data ser-

vices have been suspended 
in seven districts of Megha-
laya beginning from 10:30 
am on Tuesday, a notifica-
tion issued by the Home (Po-
lice) Department of Megha-
laya government said. 

Meghalaya CM Conrad 
Sangma today confirmed 
that a total six persons in-
cluding five from Megha-
laya and one Assam Forest 
Guard were killed in the 

incident. 
“The injured have been 
rushed to hospital and an 
inquest is being conducted. 
An FIR has been registered 
by Meghalaya police,” the 
chief minister said. 

Meanwhile, the notifica-
tion issued by the Meghala-
ya government today read: 

“Reports have been received 
from police headquarters, 
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TOUGH STANCE 

BJP SHOWS DOOR TO 11 REBEL MCD CANDIDATES 

The BJP on Monday ex-
pelled 11 rebel MCD candi-
dates from the party’s prima-
ry membership for six years 
following a meeting chaired 
by BJP national president J.P. 
Nadda. 

Among them were Lavlesh 
Sharma, who entered as an 
independent candidate 
from ward 250, Reenu Jain 
from ward 200, Rajkumar 

Khurana fron ward 91 and 
Dharamveer Singh from 
ward 174, among others. 

According to a BJP source, 
these 11 candidate are part 
of 30-35 members whom the 
high command has decided 
to expel.

With less than a fortnight 
left for the elections to the 
Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi, Nadda chaired a re-
view meeting of party lead-
ers on Monday where party 
MLAs, MPs were called. 

Nadda came equipped with 
reports on the work done 
by the party’s public repre-
sentatives in their respective 
constituencies. 

According to sources, im-
portant decisions were taken 
at the review meeting, the 
principal agenda of which 
was for the BJP to return to 
the helm of the MCD for the 
fourth time. 

Sources said Nadda also 
asked the party leaders to 
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Karnataka Congress mops up  
Rs 25 cr from ticket aspirants

wwIn what may be seen as a 
new precedence, the Karna-
taka Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee has collected over Rs 
25 crores from over 1250 
ticket aspirants from the 
party. Monday was the last 
date to receive applications 
from prospective candidates 
for the 2023 assembly elec-
tions in the state.

Sources in the party told 
The Daily Guardian that 
former chief minister and 
Congress legislative party 
leader Siddaramaiah too 
filed the application men-
tioning Badami, Kolar, and 
Varuna as tentative con-
stituencies from where he 
aspires to fight. However, he 
also mentioned that the high 
command may take the final 
decision on the seat.

His application has come 

in after the deadline was 
revised last week and he 
was asked to file his appli-
cation leaving the choice 
of constituency open as he 
had reasoned this for not 
filing the application. Sid-
daramaiah had come under 
severe criticism from his 
bête noirs and from leaders 
within the party for showing 
reluctance to zero in on the 
constituency from which he 
would contest.  

KPCC president D.K. Shi-
vakumar has filed his ap-
plication to contest from 
Kanakpura, which he has 
been holding successfully 
for the last three terms ear-
lier to this he was represent-
ing Sathnur.   

Each applicant was sup-
posed to deposit Rs 2 lakh 
in the form of demand draft 
along with the application 
fee of Rs 5000 whereas for 
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PORNOGRAPHY CASE 

POLICE FILES 
CHARGESHEET 
AGAINST 
RAJ KUNDRA 
TDG NETWORK  
MUMBAI

The Mumbai Cyber Crime 
has filed a chargsheet against 
businessman and Bollywood 
actor Shilpa Shetty’s hus-
band Raj Kundra and others 
in connection with the case 
of producing and streaming 
pornographic content. 

The Mumbai Cyber Crime 
last week has filed over 
1000-page chargesheet in 
the Esplanade court. Re-
sponding to the new charg-
sheet, Prashant Patil, the 
advocate of Kundra claimed 
that he got to know about the 
charesgeet via media reports 
and added that they will fol-
low the legal procedure to 
collect the chargesheet. 

“We have got to know from 
media reports that the Mum-
bai Cyber Crime has filed a 
chargesheet in the said mat-
ter before the court. We shall 
be present before the court 
to comply with due process 
of law and collect a copy of 
the chargesheet,” said Patil. 
He further said that his 

I KILLED SHRADDHA IN HEAT OF THE 
MOMENT: AAFTAB ADMITS IN COURT
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SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE

Accused in the Shraddha Walkar murder 
case, Aaftab Ameen Poonawala on Tues-
day told a Delhi court that he murdered his 
girlfriend and live-in partner in the “heat of 
the moment”. 

The Saket court today extended the police 
custody of Aaftab Poonawala to four more 
days after he was produced before the 
court via video conferencing in a special 

hearing. Aaftab was produced before the 
Saket court here after his five-day police 
custody expired. 

ACCUSED DISPOSED OFF 
BLADE, SAW IN GURUGRAM 
TDG NETWORK  
NEW DELHI

Aaftab Poonawala, the prime accused in 
the Shraddha Walker murder case, dis-
posed off the blade and saw he used to 
chop up the body of his live-in partner 
Shraddha Walker into the bushes in Guru-
gram’s DLF Phase 3, Delhi Police sources 
said on Tuesday. 

Delhi Police sources further said that the 
accused Aaftab threw the cleaver knife he 
used in chopping up the body into a gar-
bage dump in the Mehrauli area. 

A Delhi Police team has so far conducted

Aaftab goes through 
polygraph test 
TDG NETWORK  
NEW DELHI

Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) in Ro-
hini on Tuesday conducted first round of 
polygraph test of Aaftab Poonawala, FSL 
sources said. It is in all likelihood another 
round of test would be done today.  On 
Thursday, the court ordered Rohini FSL 
to conduct a narco test on Aaftab within 
five days. The Delhi Police has also moved 
a lower court seeking permission to con-
duct a polygraph test on Aaftab. 

Meanwhile, Aaftab on Tuesday told a 
Delhi court that he murdered his girlfriend 
in the “heat of the moment”.P5

NEW TWIST 

‘Jain got massage from rape-accused, not a physiotherapist’

In a new twist to the Saty-
endar Jain jail-massage con-
troversy, sources on Tuesday 
said that the person admin-

istering massage on Jain was 
not a physiotherapist, fur-
thermore, he has been iden-
tified as a rape accused too. 

Jailed Delhi Minister Sa-
tyendar Jain, who was criti-
cised over the viral CCTV 

video inside the Tihar, was 
being given a massage by an 
accused in a rape case, the 
official sources claimed on 
Tuesday. The Tihar Jail offi-
cial sources claimed that the 
prisoner, identified as Rinku, 

was “not a physiotherapist” 
and has been charged un-
der the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act, 2012. 
“The masseur providing 
massage to jailed Delhi min 

Satyendar Jain is a prisoner 
Rinku. He’s a prisoner in a 
rape case, charged u/s 6 of 
POCSO Act and 376, 506 & 
509 of IPC. He’s not a phys-
iotherapist,” the sources 

NAVEEN NISHANT 
NEW DELHI 
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Run-up to budget

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs 
Nirmala Sitharaman chairs the 4th Pre-Budget 2023 
Meeting, in New Delhi on Tuesday. Union Minister of 
State for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary is also seen.  ANI

UPBEAT MOOD

INDIA WILL BE $40 TRILLION ECONOMY 
BY 2047: MUKESH AMBANI

India will be a $40-tril-
lion economy by 2047 and 
ranked among the top three 
economies of the world, Re-
liance Industries Chairman 
Mukesh Ambani said on 
Tuesday. He also identified 
clean energy revolution, the 
bio-energy revolution and 
the digital revolution as 

“three game-changing revo-
lutions” that will govern In-

dia’s growth in the decades 
ahead. 

Addressing the convoca-
tion of Pandit Deendayal 
Energy University (PDEU) 
here on Tuesday, Mukesh 
Ambani said India is poised 
for an “unprecedented ex-
plosion in economic growth 
and opportunities” during 
the Amrit Kaal, the 25-year 
period to 2047 when India 
will celebrate the centenary 
of its independence. 

He said the three game-

changing revolutions will 
together transform lives in 
ways unimagined. “While 
the clean energy revolu-
tion and the bio-energy 
revolution will produce en-
ergy sustainably, the digital 
revolution will enable us to 
consume energy efficiently. 
All three revolutions will 
together help India and the 
world save our beautiful 
planet from the climate cri-
sis,” he said.  
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HEARING TO CONTINUE 

Concerned with jurisdiction of 
LG, court on Jasmine Shah case

The Delhi High court on 
Tuesday adjourned the hear-
ing on the plea of Vice Chair-
man of the Dialogue and 
Development Commission 

(DDC) Jasmine Shah chal-
lenging the recommenda-
tion of Lieutenant Governor 
Vinay Kumar Saxena. 

The Lieutenant Governor 
had asked Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal to remove 
the petitioner from the post 

of Vice Chairperson of DDC. 
The petitioner has termed 
the action unfounded. Jus-
tice Yashwant Varma said, 

“Come back on Monday. We 
are only concerned with the 
jurisdiction assumed by LG 

ASHISH SINHA
NEW DELHI
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday said that schemes 
like ‘Make in India’ or ‘Vocal 

for Local’ are creating employment 
and self-employment opportunities 
in the country.  

“Be it Make in India or Vocal4Local, 
every scheme is creating new oppor-
tunities of employment for the youth. 

These opportunities are reaching our 
yuva in every part of India. Youth are 
getting benefits from opening up of 
the space sector for private players,” 
he said. 

The Prime Minister said this while 
distributing 71,056 appointment let-
ters to newly inducted recruits of 
Rozgar Mela via video conference. 
He added that it shows the govern-
ment’s commitment to providing 
government jobs to the youth. 

The Prime Minister, on the occa-
sion, while mentioning that the Mela 
has been held in Jammu and Kash-
mir, Andaman Islands, Gujarat, UP 
and Maharashtra, highlighted that 
the initiative to provide job opportu-
nities to the youth will continue un-
interrupted and will help in nation-
building. 

The PM also mentioned Production 
link Initiative (PLI) scheme as a great 
source of new employment opportu-

nities. “Under the PLI scheme only, it 
is expected to create 60 lakh new em-
ployment opportunities. Be it Make 
in India or Vocal for Local, all these 
schemes are creating new opportuni-
ties for employment and self-employ-
ment in the country. That means the 
opportunities for government and 
non-government jobs are increasing 
constantly,” PM Modi said. 

The Prime Minister reiterated the

‘MAKE IN INDIA’ IS CREATING  
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES: PM

NEW AVENUES 

   The Prime Minister distributes 71,000 govt jobs under ‘Rozgar Mela’
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Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jai Ram Thakur on 
Tuesday exuded confidence 
that Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) will again come to 
power both in Gujarat and 
Himachal Pradesh. 

“It is going to be a one-way 
election in Gujarat and it is 
BJP everywhere in the state. 
Gujarat is going to create 
history in terms of votes and 
seats,” Thakur said. 

“Our party has done a re-
ally good job in Himachal 
Pradesh and Gujarat and 
all the schemes and proj-
ects have been implement-
ed with honesty. Winning 
these elections will defi-
nitely boost the morale of 
the party and help us in the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections,” 
he added. 

Thakur was in Gandhi-
nagar before his public 
meetings in Nadiad and 
Ahmedabad’s Vejalpur and 
Naranpura during the BJP’s 
carpet bombing 2.0 cam-
paign in the state.

Attacking Congress , 
Thakur said that they had 
made various claims in the 
past of winning in Punjab, 

Uttarakhand, Manipur, Goa 
and Uttar Pradesh but they 
could not win the states. 
“So all their claims are base-
less,” he said. 

Thakur took a jibe at 
Rahul Gandhi who is on 
Bharat Jodo Yatra and said 
the Congress leader has 
been “sent on the yatra so 
that he keeps away from the 
elections”.

“For any leader, it is very 
important to work for the 
elections, to work for the 
party’s win. And this is the 
first time that we are see-
ing that two states are going 
into elections and their lead-
er is on the yatra,” Thakur 
added. 

He said Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) will lose the deposit 
on all seats they are contest-
ing in Himachal Pradesh. 
“AAP has reached its peak 
and now is on a downward 
trend. The party has been 
exposed totally after vari-
ous incidents coming to 
light including the selling of 
tickets, their leader being in 
jail on corruption charges, 
sacking of their minister in 
Punjab. In Himachal, they 
will lose deposit money 
on all seats in Himachal 
Pradesh,” Thakur said.

himachal cm 
confident of BJP 
winning hP, guJarat

Problems will be solved if BJP 
wins: Residents of Sri Niwaspuri 

BJP eyes on congress’s somnath 
Bastion, caste factors key

‘Who is responsible for Morbi 
bridge incident?’ Owaisi attacks BJP 

denied ticket, former 
guJarat cong mla 
Joins BJP

aaP legislator thrashed By Party 
workers for ‘selling’ tickets 

Maharashtra allows 
paid leave for voters 
in border areas

Ahead of the Gujarat As-
sembly polls slated for next 
month, All India Majlis-
E-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) chief Asadud-
din Owaisi on Monday at-
tacked the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) seeking the rul-
ing party’s accountability 
for the Morbi bridge mis-
hap. 

Addressing a public meet-
ing here, Owaisi said, “If 
BJP takes credit for making 
Gujarat, they should also 
tell us who is responsible 

for making Morbi bridge 
where 140 people died due 
to collapse. But still, the 
company’s rich people are 
not caught. PM Modi, why 
do you love rich people?” 
Owaisi, who is on a Gu-
jarat tour to garner some 
share of votes for his party 
in the upcoming assembly 
elections, has been attack-
ing the BJP, Congress and 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP). 
The AIMIM chief has been 
raising the issue of Morbi 
bridge accident and Bilkis 
Bano case. 

In the Morbi incident, a 
total of 134 persons, includ-

ing women and children, 
died when a British-era 
cable bridge over the Mach-
chu river collapsed on Oc-
tober 30.

Tribal Party and Inde-
pendent candidate won 2 
and 3 seats respectively. 

Former Gujarat Congress MLA from Dehgam constituen-
cy, Kamini Baa Rathore, joined the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on Tuesday. 

Miffed over being denied a ticket by the party to contest 
the upcoming Assembly elections, Kamini Baa had recent-
ly resigned from the Congress. She later entered the fray 
as Independent candidate but later withdrew her nomina-
tion as it became clear that she was about to join saffron 
camp. 

Speaking to reporters after joining the BJP, Kamini Baa 
said, “Voices of wise and experienced leaders are being 
suppressed in the Congress. The same happened with 
me. An attempt was made to suppress a woman’s voice. I 
joined the BJP as it believes in giving every single worker a 
voice and working unitedly.”

With weeks to go 
for the Gujarat 
Assembly polls, 

the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) candidate from Gir 
Somnath, Mansingh Par-
mar has exuded confidence 
in winning all four seats in 
the constituency, which the 
party had lost to Congress 
in the 2017 elections. 

The caste factor has al-
ways dominated in the 
Gir Somnath district of 
Gujarat or in Saurashtra, 
which is one of the reasons 
why Congress is believed 
to have registered a win 
in all four constituencies 
here in the 2017 Assem-
bly elections. With an aim 
to counter this factor, this 
time around, the BJP has 
given tickets to candidates 
on a caste basis targeting 
all castes. 

Speaking to news agency, 
Parmar said, “We have 
faith in our party workers. 
We will win in Somnath. 
The party had not kept the 
community factor in mind 
the last time, which is why 
we lost here. But this time 
this factor has been taken 
care of. The party has given 
tickets to the right candi-
date.” 

When asked about the 

dominance of the caste fac-
tor in the region, Parmar 
who comes from the Rajput 
community, said that the 
party will win in the dis-
trict if it takes all the com-
munities spread across the 
constituencies together. 

“It is not that the commu-
nity factor has been domi-
nant. There are mostly 

OBCs in Somnath. People 
from every community live 
here. So they feel that there 
should be a representation 
from their community. 
There are four assembly 
constituencies in Gir Som-
nath, there is Karadiya 
Rajput, the other has Ahir, 
the third has OBC and 
fourth has Koli. If we take 

all of them together, we 
will win,” he said. 

Talking about Aam Aad-
mi Party which is also in 
the fray and is hoping to 
make inroads in the state, 
Parmar said that “AAP’s 
freebies would not work” 
in Gujarat.

“AAP has  come this 
time. Last time also, other 

parties had come. Vari-
ous parties keep coming, 
it does not have any im-
pact. AAP’s freebie would 
not work here. This is the 
people of Gujarat who have 
seen the development done 
in the past 30 years,” he 
said.

“All four seats will come 
in BJP’s bag. We are confi-
dent,” he added. 

The BJP candidate said 
that the Patidar factor also 
had an impact in the last 
Assembly elections. “The 
Patidar factor also had an 
impact the last time be-
cause this factor is domi-
nant in the Una and Talala 
constituencies. There are 
nearly 2,62,000 voters in 
Somnath,” he said. 

Somnath is where BJP 
veteran LK Advani took 
out the Rath Yatra in the 
1990s. Somnath has played 
an essential role in form-
ing the BJP government 
in Gujarat. On the other 
hand, the BJP won three 
out of four assembly seats 
in Somnath in 2007. 

The BJP’s graph started 
falling continuously in 
Somnath. In the 2012 elec-
tions, the BJP won only 
one seat out of four seats. 
In 2017, the BJP lost all 
four seats in Somnath and 
the Congress won all four 
seats.

raJasthan’s 
Bureaucracy 
ProBlem
There is no end of con-
troversy for Rajasthan 
government, all for bad 
reasons. In an official 
programme recently the 
state’s Rural and Pan-
chayet Minister Ramesh 
Meena asked collector 
of Bikaner to leave the 
meeting as she was talk-
ing over mobile phone. 
As per the wish of the 
minister,the collector 
left the meeting, how-
ever, came back after 
some time. This angered 
the minster who asked 
again the IAS officer to 
leave the venue. The vid-
eo went viral in the social 
media. IAS Association 
took serious exception 
to the incident and filed 
a written protest to the 
Chief Secretary, Usha 
Sharma. Sensing a 
serious problem before 
the state election, due 
on 2023, Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot pitched in. 
He asked has the con-
cerned minister to sort 
out the problem with the 
bureaucrat.

rememBering 
Bangladesh 
war 
At the foundation day cel-
ebration in Bangladesh 
High Commission to New 
Delhi recently, many 
diplomats were invited. 
Among them defence 
attache of Pakistan High 
Commission was also 
present. The attendees 
list also include many 
war veterans who fought 
against Pakistan army in 
1971 were also present. 
While making a formal 
speech the designated 
High Commissioner of 
Bangladesh to India, Md 
Mustafizur Rahaman, 
recalled the brutal atroci-
ties of Pakistani army in 
East Pakistan on hapless 
civilians. For a long time 
Bangladesh has been 
asking Pakistan to apolo-
gise for the Pakistani 
genocide that killed as 
many as 30 lakh people. 
Some of the diplomats 
present in the celebra-
tions feel the attendance 
of Pakistan representa-
tive at the get together 
is an indication of their 
mindset. 

yechuri’s role 
in rahul’s yatra 
Recently former student 
leaders from Jawaharlal 
Nehru University were 
seen participating in 
Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat 
Jodo Yatra. Some of 
them given prominence 
as spokesperson of the 
Yatra. Former communist 
leader Kanhaiya Kumar 
who joined Congress 
was found in the Yatra 
prominently. A former 
student leader Nasir 
Hussain got important 
position in the office of 
the President Mallikarjun 
Kharge. Some Congress 
leaders feel CPI(M) Gen-
eral Secretary Sitaram 
Yechuri had a role to 
advice Rahul to include 
former student leaders in 
the Yatra. Some politi-
cal experts say Sitaram 
has a better influence in 
Congress than his own 
party CPI(M). 
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As the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) elec-
tions inch closer, discus-
sions on who will sweep 
to power have started. The 
Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP), 
which has been controlling 
the reigns of MCD for the 
last 15 years, is expected to 
come back to power as well. 
The electoral contest will be 
primarily between the BJP, 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), 
and Congress.

We spoke to the residents 
of Sri Niwaspuri to find out 
the key issues that would 
determine their vote. In con-
versations with The Daily 
Guardian, people high-
lighted a number of issues, 
including garbage, the poor 
state of education, and bad 
roads.

Sunny, a resident of Sri Ni-
waspuri, said that he wants 
to see the BJP come to power 
in the coming MCD elec-
tions because the party has 
been continuously working 
towards the development 
of the area. He alleged that 

the AAP only makes hollow 
promises. Another resident, 
Shivam, expressed that 
all the problems would be 

solved if BJP wins the MCD 
elections.

Former Councillor of the 
area and new candidate, Ra-
jbhar, said that the BJP has 
hoisted its flag once in the 
past in the MCD elections 
and left no stone unturned 
for the progress of the area. 
“In the future as well, the 
BJP will win and solve the 
problems of the people,” he 
said, further adding, “All the 
people living in slums in the 

Sri Niwaspuri area will be 
given houses, and people’s 
problems will be resolved 
on the ground level.”

Sunil Vashisth, the presi-
dent of the Congress block 
in Sri Niwaspuri, expressed 
confidence that the Congress 
will win this time and focus 
on the basic needs of society. 
He further said that only 
Congress can resolve the 
problem of unemployment, 
pollution, and education, 
and that the party is fully 
prepared to win the MCD 
elections in 2022.

In 2017, the BJP won 181 
seats, while the AAP re-
ceived 48 and the Congress 
received 30. The MCD elec-
tion will be held on 4 Decem-
ber and the results will be 
announced on 7 December.

guJarat

election 2022
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PM Narendra Modi offered prayers at Somnath temple, in Gir Somnath on Sunday. (File photo)

With the upcoming Guja-
rat assembly elections next 
month, the Maharashtra 
government allowed one 
day of paid leave for voters 
of Gujarat, who are working 
in border districts like Pal-
ghar, Nashik, Nandurbar 
and Dhule, to cast their vote 
on the polling day. 

The government resolu-
tion (GR) also instructed all 
private companies to follow 
the order and said that ac-
tion will be taken in case of 
violation. 

“A one-day paid leave for 

voters of Gujarat Assem-
bly working in border dis-
tricts of Maha like Palghar, 
Nashik, Nandurbar and 
Dhule. All private compa-
nies are instructed to fol-
low this. If the order is vio-
lated, action will be taken”, 
read the GR. 

The elections for the 
182-member State As-
sembly will be held in two 
phases on 1 and 5 December. 
The counting of votes will 
be taken up on 8 December. 
Gujarat where the ruling 
party which has been in 
power for over 27 years will 
be seeking its seventh term 
in office. 

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
MLA from Matiala assem-
bly constituency Gulab 
Singh Yadav was allegedly 
thrashed by his party work-
ers on Monday, purport-
edly for selling Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
elections tickets, claimed the 
BJP. 

The purported video of the 
said incident was shared by 
several BJP leaders on their 
social media handles. In a 
video, which was widely cir-
culated on social media, the 
AAP MLA was in the midst 
of a heated argument with a 
group of party workers. Af-
ter which he was manhan-
dled and hounded out of the 
office. He was later pursued 
by the attackers and took ref-
uge inside the police station. 

Delhi BJP while sharing 
the video on Twitter claimed 
that Yadav was thrashed by 
AAP workers on the charge 
of selling tickets. 

“AAP MLA was beaten 
up! Aam Aadmi Party MLA 
Gulab Singh Yadav was 
thrashed by AAP workers 

on the charge of selling tick-
ets. Kejriwal ji, this is how 
the turn of all the corrupt 
MLAs of AAP will come,” 
Delhi BJP tweeted in Hindi.

BJP spokesperson Sambit 
Patra also took a dig and said 
AAP’s corruption is such 
that even their members are 
not sparing their MLAs. 

“Unprecedented scenes 
from the party that indulged 
in the theatrical drama of 
‘honest politics’. Such is 
AAP’s corruption that even 
their members are not spar-
ing their MLAs! A similar 
outcome awaits them in up-
coming MCD polls,” he said. 

BJP Delhi unit chief Adesh 
Gupta termed the AAP as a 
“government of thugs”.

“In the last 8 years, along 
with the people of Delhi, 
they did not back down from 
deceiving their workers as 
well. MLA from Matiala was 
thrashed by AAP workers 
for selling tickets! This is a 
government of thugs, which 
does not spare even its work-
ers, then how will it spare 
the common people,” said 
Gupta. 

Meanwhile, AAP MLA 
from the Matiala assembly 

constituency refuted the 
claim made by the BJP and 
insinuated that the attack 
was arranged by area BJP 
leaders.

“The BJP has gone berserk. 
It is making baseless allega-
tions of selling tickets. I am at 
Chhawla police station now. I 
have seen the BJP’s corpora-
tor and BJP’s candidate from 
this ward present in the po-
lice station to save those peo-
ple (attackers). What can be 
a bigger proof than this? The 
media is present here, must 
ask the BJP,” Gulab Singh Ya-
dav said in a tweet in Hindi. 

Also, BJP leader Tajinder 
Singh Bagga shared another 
video claiming that the AAP 
office was damaged by AAP 
Muslim supporters in Sri 
Ram Colony in the national 
capital.

“AAP office broken by 
AAP Muslim supporters in 
Sri Ram Colony Delhi,” he 
tweeted along with the video.

Earlier on Monday, BJP na-
tional spokesperson Sambit 
Patra attacked AAP over a 
purported sting video, claim-
ing that the party was “sell-
ing” tickets for the upcoming 
Delhi civic elections.

DELHI DECIDES

MCD POLLS

Former BJP Councillor Rajbhar.

Resident of Sriniwaspuri.

on the radar
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prepared money laundering case

Bhima Koregaon case BruTaliTy

The Northern Army Com-
mander, Lt. General Upen-
dra Dwivedi, said on Tues-
day that the Indian Army is 
ready to execute orders like 
taking back Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir.

"As far as the Indian Army 
is concerned, it will carry 
out any order given by the 
Government of India. When-
ever such orders are given, 

we will always be ready for 
it," said Lt. Gen. Upendra 
Dwivedi, Northern Army 
Commander, on the Defence 
Minister's statement about 
taking back PoK. "The mili-
tary is always ready to make 
sure that the ceasefire un-
derstanding is never broken 
as it is in the interest of both 
nations, but if broken at any 
time, we will give them a be-
fitting reply," said Dwivedi, 
Northern Army Command-
er, on the ceasefire agree-

ment between India and 
Pakistan.

"The country has over 50 
per cent of people below the 
age of 25. If we take them in 
as agnivers, teach them, and 
send them back, we will ab-
sorb some and  paramilitary 
and police forces will absorb 
others.," he explained. Ear-
lier on 28 October, Defence 
Minister reiterated New 
Delhi's resolve to take back 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK).

Jailed Minister Satyendar 
Jain on Tuesday submitted 
before the trial court that he 
has not been getting privi-
leges like proper food and 
medical checkups in Tihar 
Jail and has lost around 28 
kg in custody.

Satyendar Jain’s counsel, 
Senior Advocate Rahul Meh-
ra, alleged that the Enforce-
ment Directorate is leaking 
sensitive information to the 
media despite the order of 
this Court and the undertak-
ing given in this Court. “I am 
defamed every single minute 
by their act,” he said.

Rahul Mehra also denied 
ED allegations of getting 
privileged treatment in Tihar 
Jail. He asked, “What privi-

lege are they talking about?”
“I have lost 28 kg in jail. Is 

this what a privileged person 
in jail gets? I’m not even get-
ting proper food. What privi-
lege are they talking about? 
No prison rules are violated if 
an undertrial is pressing his 
hand or feet,” said Satyendar 
Jain.

However, appearing for the 
ED, Advocate Zohaib Hos-
sain denied the allegations 

made by Satyendar Jain’s 
lawyer and said that there 
is not a single leak from the 
Enforcement Directorate.

“We will see that the guilty 
are brought to justice,” the 
advocate said.

Advocate Zohaib stated 
that physiotherapy was 
recommended to them (Sa-
tyendar Jain and his attor-
neys), so he was undergoing 
it.So far, many Tihar officials 

have been suspended.The LG 
has also initiated an inquiry. 
Transfers of some top offi-
cers also took place.

Zoheb Hossain further 
submitted that assuming 
a leak on our behalf is pre-
posterous. There has been 
no leak, and there will be no 
leak. The allegation of leak-
ing information is already in 
the public domain.

Senior Advocate Rahul 
Mehra also submitted that 
they (the agencies) have al-
ready put him on the gallows. 
“Even Ajmal Kasab got a free 
and fair trial,” he said.

“I am surely not worse than 
that. All I seek is a fair and 
free trial. Please look at the 
kind of media reports that 
are running against him, and 
that is in their interest,” Meh-
ra submitted to the Court.

Indian Army ready to execute orders on 
taking back PoK, says top Army General

noT geTTing privileges liKe food, medical checK-up, 
have losT 28 Kg weighT: saTyendar Jain To courT

nia moves sc againsT Bail 
granTed To anand TelTumBde 

The Delhi Police on Tues-
day, while seeking an ex-
tension of police custody of 
accused Aaftab Poonawalla 
in the Shraddha Walkar 
murder case, informed the 
court that a rough site plan 
has been found at the house 
of the accused, which may 
assist in the search opera-
tion.

Police also informed the 
court that some more parts 
of the deceased’s bones 
had been recovered from 
the jungle and that the de-
ceased’s jaws had been re-
covered on November 20. 
The police also stated that 
teams from the Central 
Forensic Science Labora-
tory (CFSL) had been sum-
moned to the scene for an 
inspection.

The Delhi Police investiga-
tion officer, while seeking an 
extension of police custody, 
stated that more parts of the 
body or bones and weapons 
can be recovered on the ba-
sis of the disclosure of the 
accused.

The Delhi Police on Tues-
day produced Aaftab in Sa-
ket Court at the end of his 
remand period granted on 
the last date of hearing.

The Delhi police had 

moved a lower court to seek 
permission to conduct a 
polygraph test on Aaftab 
Amin Poonawala.

On Tuesday, Metropolitan 
Magistrate Aviral Shukla, 
after noting the submis-
sions of the Delhi Police, 
stated, “It is the considered 
opinion of this court that 
further remand of the ac-
cused be authorised in po-
lice custody for the purpose 
of ensuring the conclusion 
of the investigation in the 
matter. Accordingly, the ac-
cused is hereby authorised 
to be remanded in police 
custody for a further period 
of four days, until November 
26, 2022.”

The court of Metropoli-
tan Magistrate Vijayshree 
Rathore allowed the appli-
cation for a polygraph test 
of the accused, Aaftab, on 
Monday evening.

A rough site plan has been found 
at Aaftab’s house: Delhi Police 

Aaftab moved belongings 
from Maharashtra flat to 
Delhi in June
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In a major development 
in the Shraddha Walkar 
murder case, a Delhi 

court on Tuesday extended 
the police custody of Aaftab 
Poonawala to four more 
days.

He was produced physi-
cally at a special hearing. 
He was produced confi-
dentially after his five days 
of police custody ended 
today. Metropolitan mag-
istrate Aviral Shukla, in a 
special hearing, extended 
the police custody of Aaf-
tab Amin Poonawala after 
hearing the submission of 
the investigation officer in 
the matter.

The court asked Aaftab 
about his well-being and 
the use of third-degree mea-
sures by the police.

Aaftab told the court that 
he is fine and is cooperating 
with the investigation. He 
also appreciated the police 

and said no third-degree 
measures have been used.

According to legal aid 
counsel, Aaftab told the 
court that “The victim used 
to provoke him, and what 
happened in the heat of 
the moment.” The counsel 

spoke off camera.
The investigation officer 

(IO) stated that the inves-
tigation was ongoing and 
that they were being taken 
to various locations.

Abinash Kumar, Aaftab’s 
legal aid counsel on the 
Shraddha murder case, told 
that he opposed the exten-
sion of remand.

During the hearing, Ku-
mar also said that Aaftab is 
having difficulty recalling 
the incident as he is new to 
all these places. He also gets 
the site plan of the pond 
where he allegedly threw 
the body pieces.

Earlier, Delhi Police ap-
proached the Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (FSL) to 
conduct a polygraph test on 

Aaftab Amin Poonawala, 
accused in the Shraddha 
Walkar murder case, FSL 
sources said on Tuesday.

The sources further said 
that the test might be con-
ducted today.

“Delhi Police has ap-
proached FSL to conduct a 
Polygraphic test for Shrad-
dha Murder Case accused 
Aaftab. Preparations are 
underway. The test might 
be conducted today,” said 
FSL sources.

On Thursday, the court 
ordered Rohini FSL to con-
duct a narcotics test on Aaf-
tab within five days.

The Delhi Police have also 
moved a lower court seek-
ing permission to conduct 
a polygraph test on Aaftab.

courT exTends aafTaB’s 
cusTody By 4 more days
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top of the day

delhi air qualiTy 
improves To 
'poor' caTegory 
NEW DELHI: The air 
quality in the national 
capital improved from the 

"very poor" category yes-
terday to the "poor" cate-
gory on Tuesday morning 
with an overall Air Quality 
Index (AQI) of 286 as per 
the System of Air Quality 
and Weather Forecasting 
and Research (SAFAR). 
The city had recorded 
316 on Monday morning. 
However, the AQI around 
the Delhi University area 
remained in the "very 
poor" category today 
with an AQI of 326. The 
quantity of PM10 in the 
air was recorded at 194 
(medium), while PM2.5 
was reported to be at 
116 (poor) in the national 
capital, according to 
SAFAR.

india now aT 
fifTh posiTion 
in TrademarK 
filing: dpiiT 
secreTary
NEW DELHI: India is 
now at the fifth position 
in trademark filing and 
seventh in patents filed 
annually on a global level, 
Department of Promo-
tion of Industry and 
Internal Trade Special 
Secretary Sumita Dawra 
said. The Special Secre-
tary was speaking during 
the 8th International 
Conference on Intellec-
tual Property Rights held 
last week in the presence 
of Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research 
(CSIR) former Director 
General R A Mashelkar, 
and Japan Patent Office 
Deputy Commissioner 
Masanori Katsura. Daw-
ra emphasised on the 
importance of patents 
in an increasingly global 
technology-driven world.

cBi arresTs 
i-T officer for 
accepTing BriBe 
of rs 5 laKh
NEW DELHI: The Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
arrested an income tax 
officer at Mandsaur in 
Madhya Pradesh for de-
manding and accepting 
a bribe of Rs 5 lakh. The 
complainant had alleged 
that his firm is engaged 
in the manufacturing 
of electric switches in 
Maharashtra, however, 
income tax assessment 
of the said firm was be-
ing done at the office of 
income tax at Mandsaur 
(MP). According to an 
official statement, it was 
further alleged that the 
I-T officer, whose name 
is Ramgopal Prajapati, 
demanded a bribe of Rs 
5,00,000.

india-uae 
BilaTeral Trade 
To surpass  
$ 88 Billion
NEW DELHI: United 
Arab Emirates’ Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Abdul-
lah bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
is in India for a two-day 
official visit to strengthen 
the relationship between 
the two countries. Dur-
ing his official visit, UAE 
Foreign Minister also met 
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar as well. The 
relationship between 
India and UAE has seen 
transformational changes 
since 2014. India and UAE 
have projected to surpass 
bilateral trade worth USD 
88 billion this year. 
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shraddha 
murder case

in The courTs
SC TO hEaR plEa ON 
ElECTORal bONDS 
SChEmE amENDmENT 
ON 6 DECEmbER 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday posted for December 6 the 
hearing of a fresh plea relating to the 
Centre amending the electoral bonds 
scheme to allow their sale for 15 extra 
days during the “year of elections to 
the legislative assembly of States and 
Union Territories with the legislature”. 
A bench of Chief Justice of India D.Y. 
Chandrachud and Justices Hima Kohli 
and JB Pardiwala adjourned the matter 
after the advocate appearing for the 
petitioner said they have taken some 
grounds and the matter can be taken on 
6 December. The bench said this fresh 
application will be heard along.

SC NOTiCE TO CENTRE, 
DElhi GOvERNmENT 
ON SuKESh 
ChaNDRaShEKhaR’S 
plEa 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on 
Monday issued notice to the Central 
and Delhi governments on a plea filed 
by alleged conman Sukesh Chan-
drashekhar seeking to shift him and 
his wife from the Mandoli jail here 
to any other prison in the country. A 
bench of Justices Ajay Rastogi and CT 
Ravikumar sought a response from the 
Centre and Delhi government as his 
lawyer said he was physically assaulted 
in prison.  The plea sought his shifting 
from administrative control of Director 
General (DG) Prisons, Delhi to ensure 
his safety and fair trial. 

aNil DEShmuKh’S 
SON WiThDRaWS 
aNTiCipaTORy bail 
appliCaTiON 
MUMBAI: Ex-Maharashtra Home Min-
ister Anil Deshmukh’s son Hrishikesh 
Deshmukh on Tuesday withdrew his an-
ticipatory bail application. The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) had earlier issued 
summons to Hrishikesh for questioning 
in an alleged money laundering case, in 
which his father, Anil Deshmukh, was 
arrested. Hrishikesh is also an accused 
in the case and never appeared before 
ED despite summoning by the agency, 
said sources. Hrishikesh Deshmukh 
was an active participant in money 
laundering and had assisted his father 
in laundering the ill-gotten money, 
sources said.

What is polygraph?
A polygraph test is often incorrectly 
referred to as a “lie detector test.” A 
polygraph is a device or procedure 
that measures and records several 
physiological indicators such as blood 
pressure, pulse, respiration, and skin 
conductivity while a person is asked 
and answers a series of questions. 
What purpose does polygraph serve? 
The belief underpinning the use of the 
polygraph is that deceptive answers 
will produce physiological responses 
that can be differentiated from those 
associated with non-deceptive an-
swers. However, there are no specific 
physiological reactions associated 
with lying, making it difficult to iden-
tify factors that separate those who 
are lying from those who are telling 
the truth.
What is narco test?
In a “narco” or narcoanalysis test, a 
drug called sodium pentothal is in-
jected into the body of the accused, 
which transports them to a hypnotic 

or sedated state, in which their imagi-
nation is neutralized. In this hypnotic 
state, the accused is understood as be-
ing incapable of lying, and is expected 
to divulge information that is true. 
Truth Serum is the name of the drug 
used in the narcotics test.
How reliable is narco test?
While there have been many clinical 
studies of the efficacy of narco-analysis 
in interrogation or lie detection, there 
is dispute over whether any of them 
qualify as a randomized, controlled 
study that would meet scientific stand-
ards for determining effectiveness.
What is the legality of polygraph and 
narco?
Forcible narco or polygraph tests are 
prohibited under Article 20(3) of the 
Indian Constitution. According to 
experts, these tests are circumstantial 
evidence as a second opinion, but not 
sufficient proof or evidence. The judge 
has discretion to approve the 
findings of such tests.
                                       - ASHISH SINHA

polygraph, narco and legaliTy
TDG EXplaiNER

Police has carried out a search operation in the forest area of Mehrauli to look 
for the other body parts of the victim Shraddha murder case. (File photo).

Aaftab Poonawala, the ac-
cused in the murder of his 
live-in partner Shraddha 
Walker, had shifted belong-
ings from his flat in Maha-
rashtra’s Vasai district to 
Delhi this June in order to 
give the impression that his 
girlfriend had left him and 
he needed all the household 
essentials, Delhi Police said 
on Tuesday.

According to the Delhi Po-
lice, it was part of “Aaftab’s 
plan” after he allegedly stran-
gled Shraddha in May this 
year and chopped her up into 
multiple parts and preserved 
them in a refrigerator before 
disposing of them over sev-
eral days. Delhi Police said 
that Aaftab was attempting 
to portray that Shraddha had 

left him and had also taken 
away all household items 
with her. In order to show 
that he required all those es-
sential items, he hired a mov-
ing and packing company 
to transport his belongings 
from his flat in the Vasai area 
of Palghar to Delhi’s Chhat-
tarpur area.

“After killing Shraddha in 
May, as a part of his plan, 
Aaftab made an online book-
ing with a travel company in 
June and transported around 
37 boxes of belongings to his 
residence in Delhi’s Chhatar-
pur area. He did this to have 
a fool-proof plan to save him-
self if the situation so arose,” 
a police official said.

Police further said that 
accused Aaftab not only 
burned Shraddha’s photo 
but also all evidence related 
to her.

The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday dismissed with 
costs a public interest liti-
gation (PIL) seeking trans-
fer of investigation in the 
Shraddha murder case from 
the Delhi Police to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI).

The bench of Justice Satish 
Chander Sharma and Jus-
tice Subramonium Prasad 
said on Tuesday that they 
found not a single good 
reason to entertain this 
plea. The court also said 
that “This is a kind of pub-
lic interest litigation as the 
deceased parents have no 
grievance against the Delhi 
Police investigation but you 
have.” 

hc dismisses 
pil seeKing 
Transfer of 
invesTigaTion

courT noTice To Tihar Jail auThoriTies on 
Jain’s plea 
NEW DELHI: A Special Court of Rouse Avenue Court on 
Tuesday sought a response from Tihar Jail authorities on 
jailed Delhi Minister Satyendar Jain’s plea for direction to 
provide food as per his religious beliefs and to immediately 
conduct a medical check-up of the applicant, which has 
been due since 21 October. On Tuesday, Special Judge Vikas 
Dhull listed the matter for tomorrow and issued a notice to 
Tihar Jail authorities related to the food and health status of 
Satyender Jain. 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday 
approached the Supreme 
Court against the Bombay 
High Court order granting 
bail to Dalit rights activist 
and scholar Anand Tel-
tumbde, booked under the 
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act in the Bhima 
Koregaon case.

A bench of Chief Justice of 
India DY Chandrachud and 
Justices Hima Kohli and JB 
Pardiwala said it will hear 
the case on 25 November. 
Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for the 
NIA, mentioned the matter 
for a listing of the case on 
Thursday.

“The petition is by NIA. 
There is a bail order. “The 
order is stayed for a week, 

which is on Friday,” SG men-
tioned to the bench.

The bench then said it 
would hear it on Friday.

CJI Chandrachud asked 
the Solicitor General to serve 
a copy of the petition to ad-
vocate Aparna Bhat, who is 
appearing for Teltumbde on 
caveat.

On 18 November, the High 
Court granted bail to Tel-
tumbde, 73, but stayed its 
order for a week so that the 
prosecuting agency, the NIA, 
could appeal to the Supreme 
Court.

The prosecution’s case is 
that provocative and inflam-
matory speeches were made 
at the event that was alleged-
ly backed by the banned ter-
ror outfit Communist Party 
of India (Maoist), which later 
led to violence at Koregaon 
Bhima village near Pune in 
2018.

According to police, four 
people were arrested on 
Tuesday for allegedly beat-
ing a pregnant dog to death.

The arrested accused has 
been identified as students of 
a private engineering college 
in New Friends Colony. Of-
ficials said that the accused 
were identified and caught 
on the basis of videos of the 
incident that went viral on 
social media earlier.

On November 20, police 
registered a case against un-
identified people based on 
a complaint filed by locals 
in the area. Locals had also 
submitted a video of the in-
cident, alleging that the ac-
cused beat up a white street 
dog in the New Friends Colo-
ny area with sticks, and later 
dumped it in an open field.

 4 held for 
BeaTing pregnanT 
dog To deaTh
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Gurcharan Singh Rinka.

in annual function 

push to Green enerGy

Green Grove Public School, 
a private school located in 
Mohanpur, Khanna, Ludhi-
ana, had banned the entry of 
grandparents in their annual 
function. Taking cognizance 
of the matter, a notice has been 
issued to the school’s manage-
ment on the orders of School 
Education Minister Harjot 
Singh Bains.

Bains said that on November 
20, an annual function was 
organized at Khanna’s private 
school, Green Grove Public 
School. In this function, only 
the parents of the children 
were invited, whereas the 
school sent a special slip along 
with an invitation stating that 
Grandparents are not allowed 
in the Annual function. Bains 

said it shows a sense of disre-
spect towards elders.

Adhering to the directive 
of Punjab School Educa-
tion Harjot Singh Bains, the 
Punjab School Education  
Department has issued show 
cause notice to Green Grove 
Public School Khanna for 
banning the entry of grand-
parents during annual day 
function of the school ask-
ing the management to sub-
mit reply through District  
Education officer Ludhiana 
within two days.

Giving details, Bains said, 
the matter of banning entry 
of grandparents in the an-
nual event on November 20, 
2022, has come to his notice. 
It was mentioned on a slip en-
closed with the invitation that 
only parents of the wards are 
invited. “The School shows 

disrespect towards our re-
spectable elders, which will 
not be tolerated at any cost”, 
uttered the Cabinet Minister 
taking strict cognizance of the 
issue. He asked the officials of 
the education department to 
take immediate action as per 
law to ensure that no private 
school does such unethical act 
in future.

“The School shows disre-
spect towards our respect-
able elders, which will not 
be tolerated at any cost”, the 
Punjab Cabinet Minister 
said taking strict cognisance 
of the issue.

Also, the minister has 
asked the officials of the 
education department to 
take immediate action as per 
law to ensure that no private 
school does such an unethi-
cal act in future.

With an aim at further 
ramping up renewable en-
ergy while utilising natural 
sources optimally, the Chief 
Minister S Bhagwant Mann 
led state government has de-
cided to install Solar Power 
Photovoltaic (PV) projects 
with a total capacity of 300 
MW in Punjab. These proj-
ects include 200 MW Canal 
Top Solar PV Power Proj-
ects and 100 MW Floating 
Solar PV Power Project on 
the Reservoirs and Lakes.

This decision was taken in 
a high-level meeting chaired 
by Punjab New and Renew-
able Energy Sources Minis-
ter Mr. Aman Arora in his 
office at Punjab Civil Secre-
tariat-1 here. 

Aman Arora said that the 
proposed 200 MW Canal 
Top Solar Project would be 
installed in a phased manner, 
under which 50 MW would 
be installed in the first phase, 
while projects of remaining 
capacity would be installed 
in subsequent phases. These 
projects will be executed in 
Build, Operate and Own 
mode by Punjab Energy De-
velopment Agency, he added.

Discussing the feasibil-
ity for setting up of these 
projects, the Cabinet Min-
ister said that Viability Gap 
Funding has been proposed 
to be claimed from the De-
partment of Economic Af-

fairs under the Ministry of 
Finance (GoI).

The canal top solar power 
projects will be installed on 
small distributaries having 
less width, which will in-
volve less civil works. The 
cost of the Canal Top Solar 
PV Projects is expected to 
be around Rs 5 crore per 
MW after taking in consid-
eration of 20 per cent VGF. 
The 200 MW Canal Top So-
lar PV Projects will save at 
least 1000 acres of precious 
agricultural land, besides, 
generating local employ-
ment and preventing water 
evaporation from canals.

Similarly, Floating Solar PV 
Projects are also a new emerg-
ing idea being implemented in 
the country for using the po-
tential area on lakes and res-
ervoirs, which will also lead 
to saving thousands acres of 
precious agricultural land. 
The cost of Floating Solar PV 
Projects would be around Rs 
4.80 crore per MW.

The prominent among 
those present in the meeting 
include Chairman PEDA 
H.S. Hanspal, Additional 
Chief Secretary to Chief 
Minister-cum-New and Re-
newable Energy Sources Mr. 
A. Venu Prasad, Principal 
Secretary Power Mr. Tejveer 
Singh, CMD PSPCL Mr. 
Baldev Singh Sran, Chief 
Executive PEDA Sumeet Ja-
rangal and Director PEDA 
Mr. MP Singh.

School gets notice for banning 
entry of grandparents in Punjab

300 MW canal top, 
floating solar power 
to be set up in Punjab

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

for threateninG witnesses

associate of GanGsters 
lawrence Bishnoi, Goldy 
Brar arrested in punjaB

rajasthan Based

Punjab Police have arrested two Rajasthan-based drug 
smugglers and recovered 13 kilograms of hero-in from 
their possession near Verka Bypass in Amritsar, the police  
said on Tuesday.

Those arrested have been identified as Sukhvir Singh alias 
Kala and Binder Singh alias Bindu, both resi-dents of Rajas-
than. Director General of Police (DGP) Punjab Gaurav Ya-
dav said that they had received information from a reliable 
source that two persons travelling in a bus were carrying a 
huge quantity of heroin to Rajasthan and were expected to 
depart from a bus near Verka Bypass.

Following inputs, a case on secret information was regis-
tered under relevant sections of the NDPS act, and a team 
of police led by AIG CI Amarjit Singh Bajwa conducted 
a surprise check in the area and ar-rested both accused 
persons along with a bag which contained 13 kg of heroin,  
said DGP Yadav.

punjaB police arrest  
two smuGGlers with 
13kG heroin in amritsar
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

ludhiana tender scam

The Punjab Vigilance Bureau 
(VB) during its campaign 
against corruption in the state, 
on Tuesday arrested two dis-
trict food and civil supplies 
controllers (DFSCs) involved 
in the infamous tender scam 
in different grain markets in 
Ludhiana district. In addition 
to this, the VB has also initi-
ated proceedings in the court 
against three accused namely 
R.K. Singla, deputy direc-
tor food and civil supplies 
and Pankaj Kumar, Menu 
Malhotra and Inderjit Singh.
Both PAs of former food and 
civil supplies minister Bharat 

Bhushan Ashu to declare 
them as proclaimed offenders.

He informed that in this case 
accused Telu Ram, former min-
ister Bharat Bhushan Ashu, 
Krishan Lal Dhotiwala and Anil 
Jain (Both commission agents) 
have already been arrested and 
all are in judicial custody. In ad-
dition to this, the VB has already 
presented challan against Bharat 
Bhushan Ashu, Telu Ram and 
Krishan Lal in the competent 
court at Ludhiana. 

Revealing more he informed 
that during the investigation 
of this case, the VB has today 
arrested two more accused 
namely Sukhwinder Singh Gill, 
then DFSC Ludhiana West and 

Harveen Kaur then DFSC Lud-
hiana East. At present Sukh-
winder Singh Gill is posted as 
DFSC Faridkot. 

He added that these accused 
were members of district ten-
der committee at the time of 
allotment of above said ten-
ders. They along with other 
members of committee were 
responsible to check the rel-
evant documents attached 
with the tenders including 
list of transport vehicles but 
they had not verified the reg-
istration numbers of vehicles 
intentionally as the number of 
scooters, motorcycles etc were 
mentioned in the attached list 
of vehicles. 

Punjab Vigilance arrests 2 district 
food and civil supplies controllers
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

durinG their uk visit

murder case

After giving an ultimatum 
to Punjab Police regarding 
leaving India, Sidhu Moose-
wala’s Parents left for the 
United Kingdom 3 days ago. 
Father of slain singer Sidhu 
Moosewala, Balkaur Singh, 
and Mother Charan Kaur has 
been meeting supporters of 
their son. In the meantime, 
they have also met Rupin-
der Kaur Sandhu, wife of 
Slain Kabaddi player Sand-
eep Nangal Ambian, who is 
settled in the UK. Rupinder 
Kaur is also making efforts 
to get justice for her hus-
band who was also killed by 

gangsters.
Sidhu Moosewala’s father 

Balkaur Singh and mother 
Charan Kaur reached UK 
three days back. A cycle 
rally has been organised by 
fans of Sidhu Moosewala 
in the UK which will pass 
outside the UK Parliament. 

Balkaur Singh and Charan 
Kaur have gone abroad for 
the first time after the death 
of Sidhu Moosewala. During 
this, he is continuously meet-
ing Sidhu Moosewala’s fans. 
While meeting Rupinder 
Kaur Sandhu, wife of Sand-
eep Nangal Ambian, Balkaur 

Singh asked Rupinder Kaur 
to keep fighting for justice 
with courage.

Gangsters are behind the 
death of Kabaddi players 
Sandeep Nangal Ambian 
and Sidhu Moosewala. Am-
bian was shot dead publicly 
during a Kabaddi match in 
Nakodar on 14 March 2022. 
Both families are still fight-
ing for justice. This is the 
reason why the parents of 
Sidhu Moosewala reached 
Rupinder Kaur Sandhu at her  
home in the UK.

On October 31, Ambian’s 
wife Rupinder Kaur posted 
a video on social media. In 
which she sought justice for 
her husband. During this, 

Rupinder said live on social 
media and stated, “I told SSP 
Swarnadeep Singh of Jaland-
har through phone and voice 
message that Surjanjit Singh 
Chatha, who was involved in 
the murder of her husband, 
is sitting in the Kartar Palace 
of Nakodar.”

The police can go and ar-
rest him. The information is 
correct. Rupinder also made 
public the reply received 
from SSP and said that he is 
asking me for proof. She fur-
ther stated in the video that 
If Surjanjit Singh Chatha is 
named in the case, then there 
will be some evidence and the 
court will see, at least catch 
the accused, she added.

The youth Mohammad 
Shariq, killed a Hindu girl. 
Chandigarh Police arrested 
him from Sector-43 bus 
stand when he was trying 
to escape out of Chandi-
garh after the murder. This 
is a case of one-sided love 
affair in Burail, Sector-45, 
25-year-old youth Moham-
mad Shariq barged into the 
house of 18-year-old Hindu 
girl Mamta (name only for 
information) and killed her. 

The girl knew that Mo-
hammad Shariq was mar-
ried. For this reason, the 
girl had stopped talking to 
Shariq who was pressur-
izing her to have an affair. 
Both had met in Burail. The 

young man and the woman 
lived as tenants in a house 
opposite to each other. The 
accused is originally a resi-
dent of village Bela located 
in Madhubani district of 
Bihar. Mohammad Shariq, 
who was on the run after the 

murder, was arrested by the 
police near the Sector-43 bus 
stand in Chandigarh.

The mother of the deceased 
girl supports her family by 
doing house cleaning work 
and the girl’s father lives in 
his native village in Uttar 

Pradesh. The girl’s brother, 
who is a Class VI student, 
had left home on November 
19 in the morning. On his 
return in the afternoon, he 
found the main door of his 
rented house open and the 
girl lying unconscious on 
the bed. On being informed 
by the son, the girl’s mother 
reached the spot, raised an 
alarm and called the neigh-
bors who took the girl to the 
Government Multi-Specialty 
Hospital, Sector 16, where 
the girl was declared dead 
on arrival.

M o h a m m a d  S h a r i q 
worked as a food delivery 
boy in a hotel while the de-
ceased girl was a class 12 
student in a government 
school. It is alleged that 
Mohammad Shariq did not 

tell the deceased girl that 
he was already married 
and he was continuously 
pressurizing her to have  
an affair for the last few 
months.

According to the Chan-
digarh Police, in the initial 
investigation, it seems to 
be a case of one-sided love 
and investigation is being 
done on the same angle. The 
police is also probing this 
angle whether the girl was 
raped before her murder. 
According to the police, the 
mother of the deceased girl 
has informed the police that 
Mohammad Shariq was 
pressurizing her to have a 
love affair with the girl for 
the last few days, but the 
girl knew that Mohammad 
Shariq was already married. 

Sidhu’s Moosewala’s Parents met slain 
player Sandeep Nangal’s wife in the UK

hindu Girl murdered in one-sided  
love affair in chandiGarh
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for industrial investment 

In Haryana Chief Secre-
tary, Sanjeev Kaushal 
said that Haryana has 

become a globally preferred 
investment destina-tion for 
investment in the industrial 
sector. He further directed 
the officers of the concerned 
departments to exe-cute in-
vestment applications within 
the stipulated time period to 
attract maximum investors 
in the state. Besides this, the 
officials have been directed to 
carry out thorough study of 
various schemes so that these 
schemes can be implemented 
according to the convenience 
of the investors.

While presiding over a 
review meeting with the of-
ficials of HSIIDC, Micro, 
Small, and Medium Enter-
prises here to-day, the Chief 
Secretary directed the heads 
of the concerned departments 
to submit the performance re-
ports of the last three months 
and monitor all activities on a 
day-to-day basis. He said that 
under the self-reliant India 
cam-paign, the Haryana Gov-
ernment has also implement-
ed the format set by the cen-
tral government in MSMEs 
across the state. Under this 
format, the investment in 
micro industries is one crore 
and turnover is 5 crore, invest-
ment in small scale industries 
is 10 crore and turnover is 50 

crore and investment in medi-
um industries is 50 crore and 
turn-over is 250 crore. He said 
that on the basis of the budget 
during year 2019-20, about 22 
percent of the people in the 
state have contributed to the 
Ministry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises.

Kaushal said that with 9.53 
lakh micro enterprises in the 
state, 19.06 lakh jobs have 
been created in the state dur-
ing 2021-22 year. Besides this, 
45844 industrial units have 
been registered under Hary-
ana Udhyam Memorandum.

Kaushal informed that to 
promote the industrial sec-
tor, the state government 
has implemented ‘Haryana 
Enter-prises and Employ-

ment Policy-2020’ in the year 
2020 to create employment 
maximum opportunities for 
the youth of Haryana. Under 
this policy, a target was set to 
create 5 lakh new jobs in the 
state, investment of more than 
Rs 1 lakh crore and exports up 
to Rs 2 lakh crore in the state. 
It was apprised in the meeting 
that after the implementa-
tion of this policy, large scale 
investment units are look-
ing forward to invest in the 
state. Congratulating the 
Indus-tries and Commerce 
Department for receiving the 
National MSME Award-2022 
by the Central Government, 
the Chief Secretary said that 
to establish the global identity 
of Haryana.

‘haryana preferred GloBal 
investment destination’
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top of the day

shimla police 
arrests a 
history sheeter
SHIMLA: The Shimla 
Police arrested one person 
and recovered 16.80 gms 
Charas and 1.32 gms 
Heroin, informed the police 
on Tuesday. The accused 
has been identified as 
Mahaveer. As per Shimla 
police, the ac-cused 
Mahaveer, a resident of 
Shimla, is a history-sheeter 
and a total of 11 cases have 
been registered against 
him in different Police 
stations. An FIR under 
Case FIR No. 285/2022, 
under sections 20 and 21 
of the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
(ND&PS) Act has been filed 
at West Police Station in 
Shimla. Further investiga-
tion is underway. Notably, 
The Shimla Police’ Special 
Intelligence Unit (SIU) on 
Sunday recovered 127.56 
grams of Chitta (heroin) 
from a person. Earlier 
on Thursday, the Shimla 
Police arrested one person 
and recovered 600 gms of 
opium and 98.60 gms of 
charas, informed the police. 

3 districts in 
haryana Get 100% 
tap connection 
coveraGe
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Chief Secretary, Sanjeev 
Kaushal disclosed that 
three districts of Haryana 
namely Ambala, Rohtak 
and Faridabad are declared 
as front runners in Tap con-
nection coverage (100%) 
under Jal Jeevan Survek-
shan 2022-23 conducted by 
Government of India. First 
place is bagged by district 
Amba-la, second place 
Rohtak and third position 
is secured by district Farid-
abad. This was disclosed 
by the Chief Secretary, 
Sanjeev Kaushal in the 
meeting of the Committee 
of Administrative Secre-
taries, held here today to 
review projects worth more 
than Rs. 100 crores. About 
54 projects worth more 
than Rs. 100 crores each of 
10 departments including 
Technical Education, Power, 
Public Health Engineering, 
Civil Aviation, Public Works 
(B&R) and Architecture, 
Health & Family Welfare, 
Medical Education and 
Research, Irrigation and 
Water Resources, Coop-
eration and Home were 
discussed in the meeting. 
The total cost of all projects 
was around Rs. 16,000 
crores. The Chief Secretary 
said that speedy comple-
tion of big projects is one 
of the priorities of Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal.

on divyanG diwas, 
special loan 
camps to Be held 
in punjaB
CHANDIGARH: A Punjab 
government has decided 
to organise a special loan 
camp on December 3 on 
the occasion of Divyang 
Diwas to provide loans to 
disabled persons, fulfilling 
the long-standing demand 
of the disabled association. 
Divulging in this regard, the 
Minister for Social Security, 
Women and Child Develop-
ment, Dr. Baljit Kaur said 
that state govern-ment is 
considering the demands 
of the disabled people 
with compassion and is 
trying to solve them. Taking 
an-other step in the same 
direction, Punjab govern-
ment has decided to organ-
ise a special loan camp on 
December 3 to give loans to 
the people of Punjab.

Punjab Police on Monday ar-
rested gangster Gurcharan 
Singh Rinka, a close associate 
of gangster Lawrence Bishnoi 
and Goldy Brar from Farid-
kot for allegedly threatening 
some witnesses in the murder 
case of Congress leader Gurlal 
Singh Pehalwan.

Pertinent to mention, both 
gangsters Lawrence Bishnoi 
and Goldy Brar were involved 
in the gruesome murder of 
popular Punjabi singer Sidhu 
Moose Wala. Earlier on Sunday, 
Officials of Punjab Police’s Anti-
Gangster Task Force (AGTF) 
arrested the sixth shooter in-
volved in the targeted killing 
of Pardeep Singh, after a brief 
encounter with police teams in 
Jaipur, Rajasthan, officials said.

In a conspiracy hatched 
by the Canada-based terror-
ist Goldy Brar, Pardeep was 

killed by six shooters outside 
his shop in Kotkapura on No-
vember 10, 2022.

Director General of Police 
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav 
identified the arrested ac-
cused as Ramjan Khan alias 
Raj Hooda. He said that the 
police teams have also ar-
rested his two accomplices, 
Happy Mehla (19) and Sahil 
Mehla (18), both residents of 
Hanumanghar in Rajasthan.

The police have also re-
covered two pistols includ-
ing a Chinese-made Star .30 
calibre and .32 calibre from  
their possession.
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The accused with the cops.
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‘Make in India’ creating employment 
opportunities: PM Modi

resolve to make India a developed nation in the Amrit Kaal and said 
that the new recruits will be the ‘saarthi’ of the country in this period. 
“You are getting this new responsibility in a special era. The country 

has entered Amrit Kaal. We the citizens have taken the resolution to make India 
a developed nation in this duration. To attain this resolution, you’re going to be 
the ‘saarthi’ of the country,” he said. 

“In front of the rest of the people of the country, all of you who are going to 
shoulder this new responsibility, are being appointed as a representative of the 
Central Government in a way,” the Prime Minister added.

He also urged the new recruits to work on capacity building to increase ef-
ficiencies within the government. “I would urge all of them to work on capac-
ity building to increase efficiencies within the Government. Today, more than 
71,000 youths are being given appointment letters in 45 cities. This will bring 
happiness to the homes of thousands of families,” he said. 

Earlier today, PM Modi launched the Karmayogi Prarambh module - online 
orientation course for all new appointees at Rozgar Mela via video conference. 

‘I killed Shraddha in heat of the moment’, 
Aaftab admits in court
“What happened that happened in heat of the moment,” Aaftab told the court. 
Aaftab also said that he is cooperating in the investigation. He further told the 
court that he is having difficulty in recalling the incident. 

The accused allegedly strangled and then chopped to pieces the body of his 
Shraddha in May this year. 

The Delhi Police has also moved a lower court seeking permission to conduct a 
polygraph test on Aaftab. Police had earlier said Aaftab, who confessed to killing 
his live-in partner and chopping her body into 35 pieces, was giving misleading 
answers to questions. 

Metropolitan magistrate Aviral Shukla of Saket Court referred the matter to 
Magistrate Vijayshree Rathore, who granted permission for a narco analysis 
test on Aftab.

Aaftab was produced before the Saket court here after the expiry of his five-
day police custody. The court extended police custody of Aaftab for the next 
four days in the Shraddha Walkar murder case. He was produced on a special 
hearing on 22 November. 

Accused disposed off blade, saw in 
Gurugram forest
searches, twice, in the forest area in Gurugram to recover the search of the blade 
and saw. “On the first day of the investigation on 18 November, the Delhi Police 
team found some evidence from the bushes of Gurugram, which has been sent 
for Central Forensic Science Laboratory (CFSL) investigation. However, on the 
second day on 19 November of the investigation the Delhi Police searched with 
a metal detector but did not find anything there,” said sources. 

They further said that the Delhi Police also took Aaftab to the shop from where 
he had bought the saw blade, which is 250 meters away from his house. 

‘Jain got massage from rape-accused, not a 
physiotherapist’

claimed.  This comes a day after Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal denied BJP’s allegations of Jain being given a ‘mas-
sage’ inside the jail, and claimed that it was ‘physiotherapy’. 
The war of claims and counter-claims from BJP and AAP has been underway 
since the CCTV footage came to the fore on 19 November. 

Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia also on Saturday had claimed that the 
CCTV footage that went viral showing Jain being given a full-body massage was 
a “treatment for injury”. “Only BJP can make cruel jokes by leaking CCTV foot-
age of an injured person’s treatment... His (Satyendar Jain’s) spine was damaged, 
it’s on record,” Sisodia had said on Saturday. 

However, the Deputy Chief Minister’s claim was refuted by the Indian Associa-
tion of Physiotherapists. The body also demanded an apology for “degrading 
physiotherapy”. 

Calling out the Minister, the Indian Association of Physiotherapists tweeted 
on Saturday, “IAP strongly condemns the statement of the minister degrading 
physiotherapy by comparing it with massage given to another minister. Shows 
the level of education and knowledge they have about our noble profession.” 

The association said, “We can say that the session going on was not physio-
therapy. It is a way of degrading physiotherapy. We strongly condemn this act. 
We want that the Minister or whosoever should apologise for that,” he said. 

6 killed in Assam-Meghalaya border, 
net suspended
Meghalaya, Shillong that an untoward incident has occurred in Mukroh, West 

Jaintia Hills, Jowai, having a potential to disturb public peace and 
tranquility, and cause a threat to public safety in West Jaintia Hills, 
East Jaintia Hills, East Khasi Hills, Ri-Bhoi, Eastern West Khasi 
Hills, West Khasi Hills and South West Khasi Hills, which may 
likely breakdown law and order,” 

In order to prevent the misuse of media (WhatsApp and social 
media like Facebook Twitter, YouTube etc ) to disturb peace and 
tranquility in the state of Meghalaya and for maintaining law and 
order, CVD Diengdoh, Secretary to the Home (Police) Department, 
Meghalaya, has promulgated this notification. 

The telecom and social media services will be shut across dis-
tricts of Meghalaya namely West Jaintia Hills, East Jaintia Hills, 
East Khasi Hills, Ri-Bhoi, Eastern West Khasi Hills, West Khasi 
Hills and South West Khasi Hills districts. 

The notification rread that violaters of the promulgation will 
be penalised under Section 188 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
and also the related provisions of the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885. 

BJP shows door to 11 rebel MCD 
candidates
reach out to the general public and spread the word on Prime Min-
ister Narenda Modi handing keys of 3,024 flats to people from 
economically weaker sections (EWS), under ‘In-Situ Slum Reha-
bilitation Project’. 

“Developments such as these must be conveyed to the public so 
that the people of Delhi are aware about the achievements of the 
BJP and Prime Minister Narendra Modi,” sources quoted Nadda 
as saying. 

“JP Nadda also chided senior party leaders such as Vijendra 
Gupta for not reaching out to the masses. The party is believed to 
release its manifesto for the civic body polls on 24, 25 November,” 
sources said. 

Notably, Nadda conveyed a strong message that nothing is more 
important than the party organisation. “Unity is very important 
to strengthen the organisation,” a source quoted Nadda as saying. 

Mumbai Police files chargesheet against  
Raj Kundra
 client has nothing to do with the said crime and there is no prima facie case 
made out against him. 

“However, whatever allegations we could understand from the FIR and media 
reports, it can be safely concluded that my client has nothing to do with the said 
crime. There is no prima facie case made out against him. We shall follow the 
due process of law and ensure that he gets justice,” he said. 

He further said that Raj Kundra has a right to be heard and he shall approach 
the Courts to seek justice and protect his reputation and dignity. 

Last year on 19 July, Raj Kundra was arrested with 11 other people on charges 
related to the alleged creation of pornographic films and was in judicial custody 
for more than two months.

Concerned with jurisdiction of LG, Delhi HC  
on Jasmine Shah case
Delhi. The scope of power has to be seen.” 

Justice Varma directed the counsels for Delhi Government and LG to take in-
structions. He listed the matter for hearing on 28 November.  Jasmine Shah’s 
petition is against the LG of Delhi Vinai Kumar Saxena’s recommendation asking 
Chief Minister to remove Shah from the post of Vice Chairperson of the Delhi 
Dialogue Commission and restrict him from discharging functions. 

During the hearing, Senior Advocate Rajiv Nayar and Dayan Krishnan ap-
peared on behalf of Jasmine Shah. 

Senior advocate Rajiv Nayar submitted that the action is com-
pletely unfounded. The LG has no power. The office has been sealed. 
Justice Varma said, “Office is not his personal space.” 

Rajiv Nayar further submitted that the appointment is by the decision of the 
government. The LG recognizes the fact by asking Chief Minister to take action. 

The bench said that the order is  only a recommendation. 
Senior advocate Nayar argued that the action is completely unfound-
ed. The LG has no power. There are three impugned orders.  The 
court asked, “Has the Chief Minister acted on the recommendation?” 
“No. It is a common order. In the interim, the office has been sealed,” Nayar argued. 
Senior advocate submitted that one section and one rule have been used to ex-
ercise the power. They only talk about the duties of the Chief Minister in respect 
of furnishing information to LG. 

The bench asked, “Is it a political office? No qualifications prescribed. What 
is the nature of the commission? Is it funded by the Government of Delhi?” 
Senior advocate Nayar said, “I have listed my achievements in the petition.” 
Justice Yashwant Varma remarked, “You may be very accomplished but what 
has been noted by LG also gets us thinking that people who hold honorary posi-
tions can continue with other activities. 

Nayar argued that the Chief Minister is the chairman of the Delhi Dialogue 
Commission. The post of chairperson is coterminous with the government. 
On the other hand, the counsel for the respondent said that Jas-
mine Shah has been paid an allowance and other benefits.  The coun-
sel also submitted that the office has been used for political activities. 
Justice Varma asked the Senior Counsel Dayan Krishnan, “That is what is strik-
ing us is that once you take the position, whether the other activity should be 
permitted to continue.” 

The LG has accused Shah of misusing public office for “personal political ac-
tivities”, in gross violation of constitutional principles of neutrality. His office 
was also sealed. 

India will be $40 trillion economy by 2047: 
Mukesh Ambani
Addressing the student, Mukesh Ambani also said, “From a 3 trillion-dollar 
economy, India will grow to become a 40 trillion-dollar economy by 2047, rank-
ing among the top three economies of the world in your working life.” 

He also asked the student to think green, think big and think digital. 

Karnataka Congress mops up  
Rs 25 cr from ticket aspirants
SC/STs the deposit money was lowered to Rs 50,000 and Rs 1 lakh. Defending 
the move, KPCC president Shivakumar has said that this corpus would be used 
for election expenses. ̀ `Much of the electorate bonds were garnered by the BJP 
and Congress got very little from donors and corporate so we had to come up 
with some kind of mechanism to raise funds,’’ he told this paper.

When asked about the modalities of shortlisting the candidates, he said the 
screening of candidates will be done by Allam Veerabadrappa who heads the 
committee and the names will be forwarded to the high command which will 
take the final call.

Responding to queries about Siddaramaiah announcing names in five con-
stituencies in north Karnataka, the Veerabadrappa said that no one has the man-
date to declare names. ̀ `Neither I nor Siddaramaiah has the right to announce 
names. The high command has the final say. I don’t know in what context he has 
said this. I will collect all the information and then make comments. I assume 
that he was speaking in support of those who lost elections last time just to lift 
the spirits of the party workers,’’ he said.

The KPCC thus far has received over 1250 applicants. Sitting MLAs, defeated 
candidates, new aspirants, and in some cases candidates whose families have 
traditionally been with the Congress, some kin of sitting MLAs have also ap-
proached. Interestingly three sitting MLAs from JDS – Shrinivasa Gowda from 
Kolar, Gubbi Srinivas from Tumkur, and Shivalinge Gowda of Arasikere have 
put in their applications and all three are Vokkaligas.

Committed to strengthen defence relations with ASEAN: Rajnath 

Union Defence Minister, 
who is in Cambodia to at-
tend the ASEAN Defence 
Ministers Meet (ADMM) 
Plus, said on Tuesday that 
India is committed to the im-
plementation of various ini-

tiatives to offer its capacities 
and experience for strength-
ening India-ASEAN defence 
relations. 
“India is committed to the 
implementation of various 
initiatives and continues to 
offer its capacities and ex-
perience for strengthening 
the India-ASEAN defence 

relations,” the defence min-
ister tweeted. Singh is on an 
official visit to Cambodia on 
November 22-23 at the invi-
tation of the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Defence Min-
ister of Cambodia Samdech 
Pichey Sena TEA Banh. 
Cambodia, as the current 
chair of ASEAN, is hosting 

the (ADMM Plus) meeting 
this year. 

United States Secretary of 
Defence Lloyd Austin took 
to his Twitter handle and 
said that India-US continue 
to make strides in strength-
ening the defence ties with 
each other as both countries 
share a common vision of a 

free and open Indo-Pacific.
“Great meeting with my 
friend @rajnathsingh at the 
ADMM-Plus today. We’re 
continuing to make strides 
in enhancing our defence co-
operation as we advance our 
shared vision for a #Freean-
dOpenIndoPacific,” Austin 
tweeted.

TDG NETWORK
SIEM REAP

DEEPENING TIES 

iTV Network conducted a survey from 19th to 21st November on 
Rahul Gandhi’s comments on Veer Savarkar. The total sample size 
was 1104, including 914 males and 190 females.Earlier this week 
on Tuesday, while addressing a rally in Washim, Rahul Gandhi said:

Q: Do you know Veer Savarkar?

Q: Who is Veer Savarkar for you?

Q: Do you think Rahul Gandhi's comments 
against Savarkar will benefit Congress?

Q: Do you think the Savarkar controversy will 
benefit the Bharatiya Janata Party in Gujarat 
polls?

Q: Do you think staying in Maha Vikas Aghadi 
despite the Savarkar controversy will be 
detrimental for Shiv Sena?

Savarkar used to take 
pension from the British, 
work for them, and work 

against the Congress.

89.31% YES

YES

YES

YES

PATRIOT
ANTI-NATIONAL

NO

NO

NO

NO

10.69%

7.28%

16.37%

22.31%

26.30%

77.48%

54.21%

46.55%

41.44%

survey

BOOST TO CONGRESS?

PRIYANKA TO JOIN RAHUL’S YATRA TODAY IN MADHYA PRADESH 
AJIT MAINDOLA
NEW DELHI

Congress  General 
Secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra will 

be joining the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra on Wednesday in 
Madhya Pradesh where it 
reaches its halfway mark.
She will walk with party 
MP Rahul Gandhi when 
the Yatra enters Madhya 
Pradesh’s Burhanpur dis-

trict after making its way 
through Maharashtra. 
Congress General Secre-
tary Incharge of Commu-
nication Jairam Ramesh 
tweeted, “After the two 
days break, Bharat Jodo 
Yatra will enter Burhanpur 
Madhya Pradesh and Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra will 
be joining the yatra for four 
days”.

After staying in Madhya 
Pradesh for 12 days, the 

yatra will enter Rajasthan, 
the second largest Hindi-
speaking state. According 
to Congress veteran Kamal 
Nath, Rahul Gandhi will 
perform Rudrabhishek in 
Ujjain Mahakal during the 
yatra as well as visit other 
pilgrimage places. Congress 
will try to show his soft Hin-
dutva image here. 

Madhya Pradesh is prob-
ably the only state where 
Rahul Gandhi will not face 

any factionalism. The party 
seems to be united with 
various factions together. 
Kamal Nath and another 
stalwart Digvijay Singh, the 
convenor of the yatra, are 
working together to make 
the yatra a success. 

Rahul Gandhi went to 
Madhya Pradesh only once 
to thank after the 2018 elec-
tion campaign. He is coming 
to the state after two years. 

After the collapse of Ka-

mal Nath government in 
Madhya Pradesh and then 
departure of Jyotiraditya 
Scindia the party plunged 
into sort of demotivation. 
However, in due course Ka-
mal Nath took responsibil-
ity of the state to revive the 
party once again. His only 
desire and effort now is to 
become the chief minister 
once again in 2023. Rahul 
Gandhi has given him a free 
hand for this. 
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DANGER ZONE 

In a safety audit con-
ducted in five zones of 
Uttarakhand on the in-

structions of Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami, as 
many as 36 bridges in Utta-
rakhand have been found to 
be unfit for traffic.

Officials said that the PWD 
department has handed over 
the safety audit report of 2618 
bridges out of the 3262 in the 
state to the government.

R.K. Sudhanshu, Princi-
pal Secretary of the PWD 
Department, said that the 
safety audit report has been 
received by the government. 
“Instructions have been giv-
en by the government to set 
up a bridge bank so that new 
bridges can be constructed in 
time,” he said while adding 
that all the district magis-
trates have been instructed 
to take measures accordingly.

Authorities were directed 
to submit the audit report 
within a span of three weeks, 

as the government was plan-
ning to replace the old and 
dilapidated bridges with 
new ones.

The safety audit was con-
ducted by the Public Works 
Department (PWD) on CM’s 
directives issued on 3 No-
vember, in the wake of the 
Morbi suspension bridge 
collapse.

At least 135 people were 
killed and over 100 were 
injured in the collapse of the 
cable-suspension bridge in 
Morbi, Gujarat, on 30 Oc-

tober. Indian Coast Guard, 
Indian Navy, and National 
Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF), along with local 
administration and other 
agencies, carried out search 
and rescue operations at 
the spot of the 143-year-old 
Morbi bridge collapse.

In July, an under-construc-
tion bridge collapsed in Nar-
kota, on the Rishikesh-Badri-
nath highway, during heavy 
rains, leaving over half a 
dozen labourers severely 
injured.

TDG NETWORK
DehraDun 

36 bRiDGEs iN UttARAkhAND 
fOUND UNsAfE iN sAfEty AUDit 

Yogi Adityanath inaugurating investor summit. 

ADMiNistRAtiVE CONtROL 

Teachers of 13 
medical colleges go 
on strike in Bhopal

Medical teachers at 13 medical colleges, including Govern-
ment Gandhi Medical College, went on strike on Tuesday to 
protest the state government’s proposal to delegate medical 
college responsibilities to Bhopal administrative officers.

State President of the Medical Teacher Doctors Association, 
Dr Sunil Agarwal said, “The administrative officials do not 
understand the profession of doctors. So why will the ad-
ministrative officers take the decisions related to the medical 
college? If arrangements have to be made, then only a doctor 
should be appointed.”

If the patients are troubled, then the government will be 
responsible for it. Besides, if the proposal is passed in the 
cabinet, emergency services will also be stopped, Dr Agrawal 
added.

The state government is going to submit a proposal in to-
day’s cabinet in which the responsibility for the entire ar-
rangements of the medical colleges will be handed over to 
the administrative officers. As a result of this, the doctors 
opposed the proposal.

The junior doctors have also extended their support to the 
medical teachers. The protestors warned that if the proposal 
was passed in the cabinet, then the emergency services would 
also be stopped.   

TDG NETWORK
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tWEEt AGAiNst stALiN 

iN ANDhRA PRADEsh 

kishORE sWAMy sENt 
tO jUDiCiAL CUstODy 
tiLL 5 DECEMbER

PROjECts WORth Rs 3,300 CRORE 
fOR WEst GODAVARi DistRiCt

Kishore K. Swamy was sent 
to judicial custody by the 
Egmore Criminal Court on 
Tuesday, after being arrested 
for putting out a tweet ‘de-
meaning’ Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M.K. Stalin. Swamy 
will be in judicial custody till 
5 December.

The court ordered to send, 
Kishore K. Swamy, to Puzhal 
Prison in Chennai district.

Chennai City Police ar-
rested the social media com-
mentator, accused of putting 
out a tweet demeaning Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister M.K. 
Stalin.

Swamy was arrested by 
the Central Crime Branch’s 
Cyber Crime Police in 
Pondicherry for posting de-
famatory content about TN 
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin 
on Twitter.

“Kishore K. Swamy has 
been posting political com-
ments on social media. 
Kishore K. Swamy, who has 
a pro-BJP stance, has been 
consistently critical of the 
DMK and its supporting par-
ties. Political critic Kishore 
K. Swamy was arrested 
and jailed in June under the 
Gangster Act in 7 cases of de-

famatory comments against 
DMK’s former Chief Minis-
ters and journalists,” police 
said.

The complainant, Imran, 
had filed a complaint with 
the Central Crime Branch 
Cyber Crime Police, claim-
ing that the post was meant 
to defame the Chief Minister.

Acting on the complaint, 
the Central Crime Branch 
Cyber Crime Police regis-
tered a case against Kishore 
K. Swamy under four sec-
tions, including defama-
tion and sedition, and sum-
moned Kishore K. Swamy 
to appear before the hear-
ing. But without appearing 
for the summons, Kishore 
K. Swamy filed a petition in 
the Principal Sessions Court, 
Chennai,

The Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh, Jagan Mo-
han Reddy, laid the founda-
tion stone and inaugurated 
15 development projects 
worth about Rs 3,300 crore. 
One of the biggest founda-
tion-laying ceremonies was 
the setting up of the Fisheries 
University in Narsapuram, 
an important municipality 
in West Godavari District.

In a bid to significantly 
boost the aquaculture sec-
tor, CM Reddy laid the 
foundation stone of India’s 

third Aqua varsity at Narsa-
puram, in the West Godavari 
District,

Notably, the state govern-
ment passed legislation in 
December 2020 to establish 

the AP Fisheries University, 
which will become a reality 
after the foundation is laid 
soon. The work of the uni-
versity is taken up at an es-
timated cost of Rs 332 crore.

The university is being 
made with the objective to 
impart education in different 
branches of fisheries science 
that include research, tech-
nology refinement in pro-
duction, and post-harvest 
technologies (processing 
and marketing), this univer-
sity shall streamline fisheries 
education, leading to a com-
prehensive development of 
the aqua sector.
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Kishore K. Swamy 

Jagan Mohan Reddy

GLObAL iNVEstORs sUMMit

Adityanath welcomes 
investors to join hands 
for UP’s growth

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath has 
requested investors from 
all over the world to invest 
in the state and make it the 
growth engine of India’s de-
velopment. 
He made this request just 
ahead of the Uttar Pradesh 
Global Investors Sum-
mit-2023 while speaking at a 
large event held on Tuesday 
at Sushma Swaraj Pravasi 
Bhartiya Bhavan in the na-
tional capital.

The meeting, a curtain 
raiser to the Summit, was 
attended by eminent per-
sonalities from the national 
and international industries, 
representatives of industrial 
associations, and represen-
tatives of several public sec-
tor companies.

Uttar Pradesh will organ-
ise the summit in Lucknow 
from 10 to 12 February 2023, 
CM said.

“Uttar Pradesh is currently 
at the pinnacle of a progres-
sive transformational jour-
ney under the guidance of 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. The vision of a ‘self-
reliant’ India set by the 
Prime Minister is the main 
pillar of this rejuvenation. 
Uttar Pradesh has set a goal 
of USD 1 trillion, following 
the Prime Minister’s plan 
to grow India’s economy to 
USD 5 trillion,” the CM said.

The chief minister said 
that this to-be-held summit 
would prove useful in pro-
viding a unified platform to 
the global industrial world 
for cooperation in economic 
development.

“This three-day global 
conference will be attended 
by world-class policymak-

ers, the top leadership of the 
corporate world, business 
delegations, academia, think 
tanks, and intellectuals, who 
will collectively brainstorm 
on business possibilities and 
opportunities for partner-
ship,” Yogi said

He added that the state has 
set a target of attracting in-
vestment worth Rs 10 lakh 
crore.

Giving information about 
the preparations for the 
summit, the Chief Minis-
ter said that so far, about 21 
countries have expressed 
their enthusiasm to partici-
pate in the grand event.

TDG NETWORK
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iN kARNAtAkA 

Complete 7 lakh houses 
by February: Bommai 
directs officials

Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Basavaraj Bommai on 
Tuesday instructed the 
state housing department to 
complete seven lakh houses 
by the end of February next 
year.

CM Bommai was chair-
ing a review meeting of the 
housing department on 
Monday and said that steps 
must be taken to complete 
the houses, which are in var-
ious stages of completion.

“The government is ready 
to ensure adequate man-
power to take up this proj-
ect as a revolution. Officials 
must visit every district, 
hold meetings, and solve 
problems on the spot,” said 
CM Bommai.

He said that the construc-
tion of houses under various 
government schemes must 
be given priority.

“We are targeting to com-
plete two lakh additional 
houses of previous years 
and two to three lakh houses 
of the current year. This tar-
get must be achieved in the 
next three months,” said CM 

Bommai.
He also directed officials 

to hold a meeting with the 
heads of all private banks 
and discuss the loan dis-
bursements for beneficiaries 
of urban areas.

He said that a grant of 
Rs.1089 crore has been 
sanctioned by the state and 
the union government, and 
assured that there is no 
shortage of funds to build 
as targetted by the govern-
ment.

“The government can dis-
burse the loan in advance for 
the initial payment towards 
houses, and collect the mon-
ey back from the beneficia-
ries in instalments with the 
condition to the repayment 
of the loan to the govern-
ment,” he said.

Housing Minister V So-
manna, Chief Secretary 
Vandita Sharma, Additional 
Chief Secretary (Finance 
Department) ISN Prasad, 
Housing Department Secre-
tary Dr J Ravishankar, KHB 
Commissioner Kavita S 
Mannikeri, Chief Minister’s 
Principal Secretary N Man-
junath Prasad and others 
attended the meeting.
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sEARCh AND sEiZURE 

PREVENtiON 

Rs 100 CR UNACCOUNtED iNCOME 
DEtECtED DURiNG it RAiDs iN bihAR

OVER 31 LAkh CAttLE 
VACCiNAtED AGAiNst fOOt AND 
MOUth DisEAsE  iN kARNAtAkA

The income tax department 
of Bihar said on Tuesday that 
it detected more than Rs 100 
crore in unaccounted trans-
actions and Rs 12-crore in 
gold and diamond stock 
during a search and seizure 
action in five cities. The raids 
were done on a few groups 
engaged in the business of 
gold and diamond jewellery 
and real estate on Thursday.

These searches were car-
ried out at more than 30 
premises spread over Patna, 

Bhagalpur, Dehri-on-Sone, 
Lucknow, and Delhi, ac-
cording to a statement from 
the ministry of finance.

During the search opera-
tions, unaccounted cash and 
jewellery worth more than 
Rs 5 crore have been seized. 

A total of 14 bank lock-
ers have been put under 
restraint. According to the 
statement, the search has 
resulted in the discovery of 
unaccounted transactions 
totaling more than Rs 100 
crore.

During the course of the 
search, a large number of in-

criminating documents and 
digital evidence demonstrat-
ing evasion of income have 
been found and seized.

The statement said that 
analysis of seized evidence 
revealed that this group had 
invested its unaccounted 
income in cash purchases 
of jewellery, renovation of 
shops, and immovable prop-
erties.

The finance ministry state-
ment said this group had 
been found to have intro-
duced unaccounted money 
of over Rs 12 crore in its 
books of account.

Over 31 lakh cattle were vac-
cinated to control foot and 
mouth disease in Karnata-
ka, said the state Minister of 
Animal Husbandry, Prabhu 
Bhamla Chavan, on Monday. 
Chavan said foot and mouth 
disease can be prevented by 
giving vaccinations every 
six months. He said that all 
the farmers rearing cattle 
should take advantage of the 

campaign.
A i m e d  t o  vac c i n at e 

84,51,740 heifers, 31,74,880 
heifers have been vaccinated 
so far. 

The minister said that vac-
cination is being done by go-
ing to every district, taluk, 
and animal hospital, as well 
as to the places where cattle 
are present. As per the 20th 
Livestock Census, the aim is 
to vaccinate all cattle across 
the state. The vaccine is com-
pletely free.
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LOCAL DisPUtE 

RECORD-hOLDER 

bRAZiLiAN AND 
ARGENtiNiAN fOOtbALL 
fANs CLAsh iN kOLLAM

Zorba

k9 DOG sqUAD hERO ‘ZORbA’ PAssEs AWAy

TDG NETWORK
Kerala 
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Kerala police have regis-
tered an FIR in connection 
to a video where football 
fans were seen engaging in a 
brawl in the Kollam district, 
the police said.

Officials said that the 
incident was reported in 
Sakthikulangara’s rural 
area on Sunday afternoon, 
and a case under Section 160 
(punishment for committing 
affray) of the IPC has been 
registered at the Sakthiku-
langara police station against 
unidentified people.

In the video, a group of 
football fans from Argentina 
and Brazil were seen engag-
ing in a brawl in Sakthiku-
langara rural during a road 
show.

The roadshow was part of 
the World Cup inauguration 
in Qatar, where fans from 
both the Argentina and Bra-
zil teams reportedly got into 
a fight after a dispute, ac-
cording to police.

They said that the road 
shows of both groups 
reached a cemetery in 
Sakthikulangara area, and 
members of the two groups 
got into an argument.

The argument soon turned 
into a heated one, and they 
started fighting with each 
other. People from both 
groups could be seen attack-
ing the members of other 
groups with sticks of their 
flags. At first, it can be seen 
they were hitting with hands 
and later using sticks, the 
police said.The elders inter-
vened resolved the problem,

Aaranyak, one of India’s 
biodiversity conservation 
organisations, mourned 
the passing away of its first 
K9 unit member, Zorba, on 
Tuesday.

Zorba, the Belgian Mali-
nois, was immensely instru-
mental in hunting down 
poachers in Assam. Due to 
his age and current health 
issues, he passed away last 
night.

An internationally ac-
claimed rhino conservation 

and wildlife crime expert, 
Dr Bibhab Kumar Talukdar, 
the CEO of Aaranyak, has 
expressed his deep sorrow 
over the loss of this K9 hero.

Zorba was the first such 
dog deployed in the country 
to track down poachers. He 
had a career spanning across 
8 years. 

top of the day

fiVE kiLLED AftER 
fOUR-WhEELER 
OVERtURNs iN 
LAkhiMPUR khERi
laKhimpur Kheri: at 
least five people were 
killed after a four-wheeler 
overturned in lakhimpur 
Kheri district on tuesday, 
the police said. officials 
said that the incident took 
place on palia-Bhira road 
in lakhimpur Kheri during 
the wee hours on tuesday. 
locals of the area noticed 
the incident and called up 
an ambulance. a team of 
police from palia police 
station reached the spot 
and rushed the victims to a 
hospital. officials said that 
there were 10 passengers 
on board the vehicle when 
the incident took place. 

“Five people in the vehicle 
were killed in the accident, 
while others have been in-
jured,” superintendent of 
police (lakhimpur Kheri), 
sanjeev suman said.  

CAChE Of ARMs 
RECOVERED iN j&k 
bANDiPORA,  
2 hELD
BanDipora: two sus-
pects were apprehended 
in a joint operation on 
tuesday and a huge cache 
of arms were recovered in 
Bandipora district in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, army 
officials said. two persons 
were apprehended in a 
joint operation by the in-
dian army and the Jammu 
and Kashmir police, said 
officials on tuesday. “on 
receipt of specific input, 
the area was cordoned 
and searches were con-
ducted. two suspects were 
apprehended,” said army 
officials. 

fiVE DEAD iN 
tRUCk-CAR 
COLLisiON iN 
AssAM’s NAGAON
nagaon: at least five 
people were killed follow-
ing a head-on collision 
between a truck and a car 
in assam’s nagaon district. 
the incident took place on 
the national highway-37 
in the hatiekhua area 
under Kaliabor sub-Divi-
sion in central assam on 
monday night. according 
to the police, all five pas-
sengers, who were coming 
from Bokakhat towards 
tezpur side, died on spot. 
the deceased persons 
were identified as Bibek 
Das, sanjay Das, sameer 
paul, Vikash sarma and 
sandeep paul. “we re-
ceived information that an 
accident took place in the 
hatiekhua Chariali area. 
we rushed to the spot.

MisCREANts OPEN 
fiRE At yOUtUbER 
iN LUCkNOW
luCKnow:  a forty-year-
old Youtuber was left 
with critical injuries after 
unknown miscreants 
shot at him in lucknow, 
said police. the incident 
took place on monday. 
the Youtube channel 
reporter has been identi-
fied as shahid. “shahid 
sustained critical injuries 
after he was shot at by 
unidentified criminals 
on picnic spot road fall-
ing under indira nagar 
police station jurisdiction 
in lucknow,” lucknow 
deputy commissioner of 
police (north), Qasim 
abidi said. the police 
took him for treatment at 
lohia hospital, he added. 
later, he was shifted to 
the trauma centre as his 
condition was critical. 



The gruesome murder 
of Shraddha Walkar 
by Aaftab Poonawala 

has captured the mindspace 
of the nation. And there is a 
ripple effect with more stories 
of such gruesome killings of 
humans and animals espe-
cially dogs, and cows- pups 
and calves being reported. 
Love Jihad is being flouted 
as the reason but that would 
be too simplistic. Media, so-
cial media, TV channels are 
all talking about it. 

What makes a person be so 
sick and cruel? Here I attempt 
to go into the minds of killers 
and the psychodynamics of 
this pathology. These violent 
incidents are not committed 
in a fit of rage, but are well-
planned, well thought-out 
and then executed. Such a 
person fits into the technical 
definition of a Psychopath. 
The story of a Psychopath 

begins early, or psychopathic/
sociopathic tendencies have 
their roots in childhood. These 
people have had an abusive 
childhood and maltreatment 
by the mother. As humans, 
we are wired to feel that bond 
deeply and when we feel be-
trayed by the mother, who is 
our primary bond, it is very 
shattering for the child. The 
first target of their violence 
and aggression are always 
animals, be it ants, dogs, birds, 
butterflies etc and they derive 
a pleasure out of the violence 
and surfeit violence. From 
animals, the violence and 
abuse progress to children, 
helpless, marginalized people 
like the disabled, sex work-
ers, and women. This is a pat-
tern that all people involved 
in child abuse and violence 
against women follow and all 
psychologists, social workers 
see as a red flag. For Aaftab, 
killing animals was a cultural 
practice and part of his social-
ization and, in a way, primed 
him and many others like him 
for butchering; domestic vi-
olence was another pattern 
in his life. Psychopaths often 
engage in criminal, cruel, or 
socially irresponsible behav-

iour, including lying, stealing, 
or even being violent or abu-
sive towards others because 
they lack sympathy and empa-
thy, they put their own needs 
whether financial or sexual 
ahead of the wellbeing and 
lives of others. Further, they 
are highly sensation seeking 
and can tolerate high levels 
of arousal. And are bored if 
something is not really redlin-
ing for them. This boredom 
and need for arousal often re-
sult in them taking high risks. 
They are masters of deception 
and have a network of people 
props to lure victims.

They are very good at faking 
at conforming and fitting in or 
blending in and are very good 
chameleons and that duplicity 
is what makes them so sinis-
ter and dangerous. Because 
psychopaths have no empa-
thy for the feelings, needs, or 
rights of others, they also feel 
no remorse—even when their 
actions harm others. Because 
of these combined traits and 
deficits, psychopaths are 
much more likely to engage 
in crime, violence, abusive 
behaviour towards others, 
and other forms of cruel or 
dangerous behaviours. Psy-
chopathic traits and charac-
teristics often become more 
obvious when you have more 
frequent interactions with a 
person. 

Psychopaths can be very 
charming, charismatic, and 
persuasive people. While 
they lack true empathy, they 
are often very skilled at “fak-
ing” prosocial behaviours like 

flattery, kindness, and false 
sympathy. They may use 
these skills to get things that 
they want from people, but 
eventually they are unable 
to keep up the act. Over time, 
the charm and charisma will 
probably wear off, unmask-
ing an underlying coldness or 
cruelty. Cruelty and meanness 
are hallmark signs of a psy-
chopath, and often lead to a 
pattern of violating the rights 
of others. 

Though they commit some 
of the most cruel, violent, and 
heinous acts in society, rarely 
do they take responsibility for 
their actions. Instead, they are 
more likely to blame other 
people, make excuses, and 
try to justify their actions, 
no matter how bad they are. 
This is because a psychopath 
lacks morals, conscience, and 
empathy, meaning they do not 
have the same sense of “right 
and wrong” that most people 
do. They are sadists. Sadism 
is a word that describes a sick 
sense of pleasure from the 
pain and suffering of other 
people. In some psychopathic 
people, the pain of others is 
sexually arousing and in oth-
ers, the pleasure is non-sexual 
and has more to do with ex-
citement, power, or the “rush” 
of the experience.

A psychopath will use, 
abuse, and exploit other 
people, especially when it 
means getting something 
they want. This is bound to 
leave many casualties in their 
path, and a psychopath will 
have no remorse when they 

need to throw someone under 
the bus in order to get ahead.

One of the most dangerous 
signs of a psychopath is a 
tendency towards violence, 
aggression, and abuse. Psy-
chopathy is one of the stron-
gest predictors of violent 
behaviour, including violent 
crimes and sexual violence. 
While psychopaths can pre-
tend to be friendly, kind, and 
charming for a short time, 
their true nature is much 
more aggressive. Psychopaths 
are more likely to hold racist, 
sexist, or misogynistic views 
towards others, and also more 
likely to treat people in hostile 
or unkind ways.

A final warning sign of a 
psychopath is a person who 
seems to be especially skilled 
at the art of deception. Psycho-
paths are masters of decep-
tion, and use lies, distortions 
of truth, gaslighting, and other 
dishonest tactics to emotion-
ally manipulate other people 
and falsely represent the 
truth. Gaslighting is a form 
of persistent brainwashing 
that causes the victim to doubt 
her or himself, and ultimately 
lose his or her own sense of 
perception, identity, and self-
worth. At its worst, pathologi-
cal gaslighting constitutes a 
severe form of mind-control 
and psychological bullying. 
This is the reason why many 
persons in toxic and abusive 
relationships are unable to 
get out like Shraddha Walker 
could not.

In a nutshell, the typical 25 
signs or red flags to watch out 

for are: Superficial Charm & 
Charisma and Overconfi-
dence; Pathological Lying, 
Exaggerations, Manipula-
tion & Dishonesty; Lack of 
Accountability & Playing 
the Blame Game; Need for 
Power, Control, & Domi-
nance; Need for Sensation 
Seeking and High Arousal; 
Sadistic Enjoyment of Pain 
& Suffering; Boredom & 
Thrill-Seeking Behaviours, 
Unnecessary Cruelty, or a 
Mean Streak; Disregard for 
Rules, Laws, & Norms; Un-
affected & Unafraid of Con-
sequences; Detached, Cold 
& Callous Demeanour and 
Lack of Empathy and Cold-
Heartedness; A History of 
Childhood Behaviour Prob-
lems; A Trail of Short, Broken 
Relationships; Exploitation 
of Others for Personal Gain; 
Calculated & Strategic Plan-
ning and High Intelligence; A 
Lack of Conscience; Abnor-
mal Ways of Thinking; Poor 
Attention Span & Loss of In-
terest; Violent Tendencies, 
Abuse, or Aggression; Hos-
tile & Oppositional by Nature; 
Masters of Deception; Lack of 
Morality and Rule Breaking; 
Narcissism and False Supe-
riority Complex; Gaslighting 
and Psychological Bullying; 
Lack of Contrition and Self-
Serving Victimhood; No Long 
Term Goals.
Prof (Dr) Chavi Bhargava Shar-
ma (PhD Psychology) is Founder 
and CEO-Indic Center for Psy-
chological Wellness and Holistic 
Health and Conversationists-
Talking Cures.

Deciphering the mind 
of killers like Aaftab
What makes a person as cruel as Aaftab Poonawala? Violent incidents such as the 
gruesome murder of Shraddha Walkar are not committed in a fit of rage, but are 
well-planned and executed. Such a person fits into the definition of a psychopath.

GRISLY MURDERS

COLD AND CRUEL

The battle for Gujarat got all the more interesting 
with the presence of two BJP chief ministers (and 
the party’s star campaigners) into the electoral 
battlefield. Both the UP CM Yogi Adityanath 
and Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma have been 
campaigning in Prime Minister Modi’s homes-
tate. But their focus was not so much on devel-
opment and local issues as it was to raise the 
Hindutva stakes. One came with bulldozers and 
the undertone of his speech was the UP Model of 
campaigning; while the other raised the Shrad-
dha murder as a case of love jihad. Sarma’s point 
being that the nation needs a strong leader like 
the Prime Minister, otherwise an Aftab Poon-
awalla would emerge in every city. “If the coun-
try does not have a strong leader today, a govern-
ment that respects the nation as a mother, such 
Aftabs will emerge in every city and we will not 
be able to safeguard our society,” said Sarma.

From the other side too, the dialogue has been 
polarised with the Aam Admi Party leader Ar-
vind Kejriwal who began his Gujarat campaign 
flirting with Hindutva, talking about putting Ga-
nesh and Saraswati pictures on Indian currency 
notes. Rahul Gandhi, on the other hand, made a 
late entry into the Gujarat campaign but came in 
the wake of his controversial comments criticis-
ing Hindutva icon Veer Savarkar. This pitches 
the Congress firmly on the left side of this debate. 
If you recall during the 2017 Gujarat polls where 
the Congress crossed 70 seats and kept the BJP 

confined to double 
digits, Rahul Gan-
dhi had led that 
campaign talking 
economics—as it 
was also soon after 
an unwieldy GST 
was implemented 
by the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre. 
And he had also 
visited as many as 
26 temples in the 
state, talked about 
being a janeu-dhari 
Brahmin as an at-
tempt to adopt Hin-
dutva as part of the 
poll strategy. While no one is asking him to start 
praising Savarkar (if he is so firmly against all 
that Savarkar stood for), why rake up the Hindu-
tva icon at all. It has endangered his alliance with 
the MVA in Maharashtra and one is not quite 
sure what benefit it will give him in neighbouring 
Gujarat. If the Congress did not want the cam-
paign to be polarised on religious grounds, then 
wouldn’t the party have been better off keeping 
the focus on jobs, employment, the economy and 
rights for tribals, backwards, Patidars and other 
targeted vote banks that are not very pleased 
with the BJP.

In fact, before he was diverted to Delhi to con-
test the Municipal polls, to give the AAP credit, 
there is one thing that Arvind Kejriwal had been 
successful in doing and that was setting the nar-
rative for the Gujarat polls. It was his promise of 
delivering 300 units of free electricity, the Delhi 
school and mohalla clinic models that became 
the talk in the poll-bound state with locals even 
asking the reporters from the capital about the 
Delhi model. And those who claim that Kejri-
wal doesn’t have enough boots on the ground in 
terms of workers and cardre should think again, 
because that has never been Kejriwal’s strength. 
And yet he has managed to win Delhi and Pun-
jab. The Congress does have a strong presence 
on ground, what it misses is a consistent leader-
ship. And that is the BJP’s biggest advantage and 
one that is helping it combat a 27-year-old anti-
incumbency. That leader is of course the Prime 
Minister himself, aided by Home Minister Amit 
Shah. Without the duo, the BJP has seen a pretty 
rapid round of musical chairs of leadership in the 
state. But in the end, it comes down to Modi vs 
the Rest. And that remains the dominant narra-
tive of the Gujarat polls.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
MODI VS THE REST

THE GUJARAT  
POLL NARRATIVE

A criminal has no religion. 
Recently, we have seen two 
cases of quite similar na-
ture which shook the entire 
nation. The first one is the 
Shraddha Walkar murder 
case and the next one is the 
Aradhana Prajapati mur-
der case from Azamgarh in 
Uttar Pradesh. In both the 
gruesome murder cases, the 
accused brutally killed their 
partners, and to cover up 
their crime, they chopped 
the dead bodies of the vic-
tims before disposing of it 
off. Though in both of the 
cases, the facts of the cases 
are different, the nature of 
the crime and the reason 
behind it is the same—that 
is problems around love re-
lationships and marriage. 
In the Shraddha murder 
case, the victim was in a live-
in relationship with Aaf-
tab Poonawala. It was when 
Shraddha started pressuriz-
ing his partner for marriage 

that the issues between them 
escalated which led Aaftab 
to murder the victim. In the 
Azamgarh case, the victim 
was in a relationship with 
the accused, but she mar-
ried someone else because of 
family pressure after which 
the accused was pressuriz-
ing the victim to break the 
marriage and settle with 
him. As the victim refused 
to do so, the accused, with 
his family members, mur-
dered the victim. Marriage, 
since times immemorial, 
was considered to be a reli-
gious sacrament and a strict 
commitment between two 
persons in Indian society. 
As per Hindu mythology, it 
is a vow taken by two per-
sons to continue their mari-
tal life for next seven births 
“Sath Janam key Sathi”. 
Earlier, there was no con-
cept of divorce in the Indian 
culture but after indepen-
dence when Hindu Mar-

riage was codified through 
the Hindu Marriage Act, of 
1955, the divorce system was 
brought to help the suffer-
ing partner come out of the 
bitter relationship in certain 
exceptional cases. But in 
the past few decades, it has 
been constantly noticed that 
divorce cases and crimes 
against women in marriage-
related issues have steadily 
increased. This raises con-
cerns in society about the 
sanctity and sacrament of 
marriage. With social trans-
formation and advancement 
in technology, people, more 
specifically the youth, have 
become more intolerant and 
insensitive towards marriage 
and relationships. They 
think of it as a contract and 
not a sacrament. They take 
it for granted as if any time 
they can enter into it and if 
not satisfied, they will leave. 
For some, love only means 
sex. Most couples nowadays 
confuse lust with love. In 
many cases, it has been no-
ticed that the other partner 
is treated as an object of sat-
isfying their own lust. This 
is another important issue 
in today’s generation and 
is a societal concern. It has 
now become a moral and le-
gal debate. With the change 
of time and adaptation of 
modern culture, live-in rela-
tionships are becoming more 
popular among the youth. 

The reason behind their 
popularity is to understand 
compatibility among the 
two persons. Live-in as per 
the Indian ethos is immoral, 
but as per the judiciary, it 
is not illegal and to protect 
the partner from any kind 
of abuse, legislation like the 
Protection of Women from 
Domestic Violence Act, 2005 
has been amended accord-
ingly. Another important 
aspect which is noteworthy 
is that couples who are stay-
ing in live-in are not well 
accepted by their families, 
as for them, it is immoral to 
stay in cohabitations before 
marriage. It is one of the rea-
sons where the youths don’t 
disclose about their abusive 
behavior of the other partner 
to their families. On many 
occasions, they just hide 
their live-in relation from 
others because of the societal 
taboo. The Shraddha case is 
an appropriate example to 
cite here where, although 
Shradha was the constant 
victim of abuse, due to pa-
rental non-acceptance of the 
live-in relationship with Aft-
ab, she may have been forced 
to stay with him so that she 
could proof to her family 
that her decision of choos-
ing Aftab was not wrong. 
In this case, Shraddha could 
have been saved if she was 
properly counselled by her 
friends and families so that 

she could rectify her deci-
sion of choosing an abusive 
partner by leaving that re-
lationship. If she could have 
left the abusive relationship, 
she could have given her life 
another chance. We all are 
human beings and mistakes 
are part and parcel of our 
lives. 

Coming to another case i.e 
the Azamgarh murder case, 
it was the responsibility of 
the family of the accused to 
counsel him properly in-
stead of instigating him to 
commit a heinous crime. De-
nial of marriage proposals by 
a girl should not be treated as 
an insult or ego hurt. Nowa-
days, many young men seem 
to take no from a girl as an 
insult and they take it as a 
challenge to take revenge 
from her. This is an indica-
tion of intolerance in today’s 
youth. This is also an indi-
cation that society, till now, 
had bias among male and 
females. Every family should 
bring up their child, whether 
it’s male or female, in such a 
way that they should have 
a respect for every one feel-
ing. In the Azamgarh case, if 
the girl could have commu-
nicated the pressure made 
by the accused on her fam-
ily, she could possibly have 
been saved from the shock-
ing murder. In this context, 
the relationship between the 
parents and children should 

be transparent and clear. 
Communication between 
parents and children must 
be strong. For that, spend-
ing quality time with fam-
ily is the need of the hour 
which is not actually done. 
Even in the Shraddha case, 
the other flat-mates never 
enquired about the where-
abouts of Shraddha from 
Aaftab as they all were busy 
with their lives. They never 
tried to talk to her when-
ever they heard noise from 
her flat. Somewhere, we 
all are responsible for the 
Shraddha and Azamgarh 
cases. Things which can be 
easily shortened with com-
munication and counselling 
become exaggerated by hid-
ing it from others. Family, 
friends, neighbors have an 
important role in everyone’s 
lives. One positive step taken 
by them could have changed 
the entire story of the cases 
and could have saved the 
lives of both. Parents ought 
to teach their boy child that 
a “no” from a girl is not an 
insult and every girl’s par-
ents should teach them that 
if you have any issues, “we 
are with you, whether you 
are married or unmarried”.
Pyali Chatterjee is HOD, Fac-
ulty of Law, ICFAI University, 
Raipur, Chhattisgarh. Neha 
Sharma is Assistant Professor, 
Faculty of Law, ICFAI Univer-
sity, Raipur.

Is intolerance, insensitivity towards relationships, 
marriage leading to Aaftab-like cases?

The Congress does have 
a strong presence on the 
ground, what it misses is 
a consistent leadership. 
And that is the BJP’s 
biggest advantage and 
one that is helping it 
combat a 27-year-old anti-
incumbency. That leader 
is of course the Prime 
Minister himself, aided by 
Home Minister Amit Shah. 
Without the duo, the BJP 
has seen a pretty rapid 
round of musical chairs of 
leadership in the state.
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The State of Ma-
harashtra in the 
case State of Ma-

harashtra And Ors. v. 
Arnab Ranjan Goswami 
And Ors observed and 
has withdrew its petition 
challenging the Bombay 
High Court’s 2020 order 
which had stayed probe 
into two FIRs filed against 
Arnab Goswami, Repub-
lic TV Editor-in-Chief 
for allegedly making of 
inflammatory comments.

The plea filled was listed 
before the bench compris-
ing of CJI DY Chandra-
chud and Justice Hima 
Kohli. 

However, it was stated 
by the counsel for the 
State that the order of the 
Bombay High Court was 
an interim order and thus, 
he had the instructions to 
withdraw the said peti-
tion. The petitioner was 
ranted liberty for with-
drawn of the petition.

In the present case, two 
FIRs had been filled 
against Arnab Goswami 
for allegedly commu-
nalizing the coverage of 
Palghar mob lynching 
incident and regarding 
the incident gathering of 
migrants which is outside 
Bandra station during 
lockdown.

 Further, it was observed 

that the Bombay High 
Court had granted relief 
to Republic TV Chief 
Arnab Goswami while 
observing that, the court 
cannot have Damocles 
sword which while con-
ducting of a public debate 
is hanging over at the 
head of a journalist. Thus, 

Arnab Goswami was 
booked under Section 153, 
Section 153 A, Section 153 
B, Section 295 A, Section 
298, Section 500, Section 
504, Section 505(2), Sec-
tion 506, Section 120 B 
and Section 117 of the In-
dian Penal Code, 1860.

It has been noted by 

the Bombay High Court 
that it could not be stated 
wthat any offence which 
had been committed by 
Arnab Goswami of pro-
voking, promoting or 
rioting or attempting to 
promote, on the grounds 
of religion, feeling or dis-
harmony of enmity, ill-

will or hatred between 
different religious groups 
which was prejudicial to 
the maintenance of har-
mony between different 
religious groups or which 
disturbed or was likely to 
be disturb public tran-
quillity, thus being preju-
dicial to national integrity.

 IN COURT

PETITION WITHDRAWN BY MAHARASHTRA GOVT 
IN SUPREME COURT CHALLENGING HC ORDER 
STAYING FIRS AGAINST ARNAB GOSWAMI
TDG NETWORK 

In the Bhima Koregaon case, 
the National Investigation 
Agency has approached the 
Supreme Court against the 
Bombay High Court order 
granting bail to Professor 
Anand Teltumbde.

In the present case, Tush-
ar Mehta, the Solicitor Gen-
eral of India mentioned the 
matter before Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud 
for urgent listing on Thurs-
day. The bench while grant-
ing bail on November 18, 
the order was suspended 
for 1 week by the High 
Court.

The court while agreeing 
to list the matter on Friday, 
the CJI asked the Solicitor 
General, Tushar Mehta to 
serve copy of the petition 
to Advocate Aparna Bhat, 
who is appearing for Tel-
tumbde on caveat.

On April 14, 2020, the 
73-year-old former IIT 
professor and Dalit scholar 
was arrested by the NIA. 
Thus, after he surrendered 
before the agency follow-
ing Supreme Court orders 
in connection with the al-
leged Maoist connections 
in the Bhima Koregaon case.

The High Court division 
bench comprising of Jus-
tice AS Gadkari and Justice 

Milind Jadhav while grant-
ing of the bail observed 
and made a prima facie 
observation that there was 
no evidence for the offence 
of terrorist activity which is 
against Teltumbde.

Further, it has been 
noted by the court that 
he had travelled exten-
sively for giving lectures 
at prestigious institutes 
like the London School 
of Economics, Harvard 
University, MIT, Michigan 
University and merely 
because his brother was 
a wanted CPI(Maoist) ac-

cused doesn’t implicated 
him in his alleged links to 
the banned organisation.

However, it has been seen 
that the Appellant is a man 
of intellectual prominence 
in the field of Dalit ideology 
/ movement and merely 
because he being the elder 
brother of wanted accused 
Milind Teltumbde who 
had gone underground 
30 years ago to espouse 
the cause of CPI(M) which 
cannot be a sole ground to 
indict the Appellant and 
link him to the activities of 
CPI(M).

 IN COURT

Supreme Court: NIA 
moves against bail 
granted to Anand 
Teltubmde in Bhima 
Koregaon Case
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court of India in the 
case Kush Kalra v. UoI and Anr 
observed and has issued a notice 
to the Central Government in a 
petition challenging Section 64 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure 
on the ground that the said section 
is discriminating against women 
by treating the female members 
of a family incapable of accepting 
summons on behalf of the person 
who is summoned.

The bench comprising of Chief 
Justice DY Chandrachud and Jus-
tice Hima Kohli heard the matter.

The counsel appearing for the 
petitioner submitted that the pro-
vision was discriminatory against 
women and it may be noted that 
Section 64 reads as, where the 
person who summoned cannot, 
by the exercise of due diligence to 
be found, the summons may be 
served by leaving one of the dupli-
cates for him which includes some 
adult male member of his family 
who are residing with him.

A notice has been issued by the 
bench to the Central government 
and is returnable for four weeks.

In the present case, as per the 
petition filled, while the Civil Pro-
cedure Code which is enacted in 
1908, required the summons to 
be served on any adult member 
of the family of the defendant’s 
which is regardless of their gen-
der, the CrPC, which was being 
enacted after 65 years of CPC was 
dogmatic and the anarchic

Further, it was stated that Code 
of Criminal Procedure does not 
consider an adult female member 
of the family capable and compe-
tent to receive summons.

However, the bench observed 
that as per the petition the exclu-
sion of female family members 
for receiving summons on behalf 
of the summoned person violating 
the women’s right to equality guar-
anteed to them under Articles 14 
and 15 of the Constitution of India 
and the right to know which is be-
ing guaranteed to them under Ar-
ticle 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of 
India, and right to dignity which is 
guaranteed to them under Article 
21 of the Constitution of India.
Adding to it, the plea states that 

a plea filled before the Madras 
High Court in the case G. Kavitha 
v. Union of India, wherein chal-
lenging the discrimination made 
against women under section 64 

Cr.P.C., wherein the Ministry of 
Law and Justice, Union of India 
was being impleaded as Respon-
dent. Therefore, the Ministry of 
Law and Justice, Union of India 
has supported the nonservice of 
summons on females for protect-
ing their privacy. It has also been 
justified by the Ministry the non- 
service of summons on females 
while keeping in mind Pardan-
ashin female.

It has been stated that the provi-
sion also jeopardises the victim’s 
right to speedy trial guaranteed to 
him under Article 21 of the Con-
stitution of India. As per the plea 
filled and apart from significantly 
delaying of the proceedings, the 
section 64 of CrPC creates hard-

ships for all other relevant stake-
holders as well.

It has also been stated in the plea 
that the provision fails to account 
for the following situations:
A. When the person summoned 

residing only with the female fam-
ily members or;

B. When the only person is a fe-
male, who is available at the time 
of service of summons.

Accordingly, the bench stated 
that the possibility of such situa-
tions is particularly high in light of 
the stark gender gap is there in the 
workforce between the females 
and males, as only 22% of the In-
dian women are at work, which 
entails that the remaining 78% of 
women are being at home.

 IN COURT

Supreme Court: Notice issued on 
plea challenging Section 64 CrPC; 
adult female member of family not 
competent to accept summons?
TDG NETWORK 

 IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: LISTED PLEA CHALLENGING 
CENTRE’S RECENT NOTIFICATION FOR 
ALLOWING ELECTORAL BOND’S SALE ALONG 
WITH MAIN MATTER

The Supreme Court in the case Dr. Jaya 
Thakur vs Union of India observed and 
has agreed to hear a petition raising ad-
ditional issues, inter alia, with regards to 
the recent notification of the Union Gov-
ernment which is authorising the sale of 
fresh tranche of electoral bonds for the 
assembly elections in Himachal Pradesh 
and Gujarat. An application would also 
be heard by him for additional grounds 
in the petition challenging the provi-
sions of Finance Act 2017 which have 
paved the way for electoral bonds. The 
application will be heard by the Apex 
Court along with the main matter con-
cerning electoral bonds.

The bench led by Chief Justice of India 
DY Chandrachud stated that this court 
will hear IA with the main matter. A writ 
petition was considered by the bench 
filed by Congress leader Dr.Jaya Thakur.

Further, few petition are pending be-
fore the Supreme Court, wherein chal-
lenging the provisions of Finance Act 
2017 which paved the way for anony-
mous electoral bonds. The bench com-
prising of Justice BR Gavai and Justice 

BV Nagarathna on October 14 had post-
ed those petitions to December 6.
An application has been rejected by the 

Supreme Court in March 2021, to stay 
the sale of electoral bonds ahead of the 
assembly polls in certain states.

The present petition and the applica-
tion was listed before the bench com-
prising Chief Justice of India, Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud for urgent listing. There-
fore, it was observed that the Senior 
Counsel sought urgent listing stating 
that the sale of Electoral Bonds will be 
soon get over. It has been assured by the 
Senior Counsel that the matter would be 
listed by the bench.
As per the stated notification, the elec-

toral bonds sale has been allowed from 
November 9 to November 15.

However, the Senior Counsel ap-
pearing for the applicant informed the 
bench comprising of CJI D.Y. Chandra-
chud, Justice Hima Kohli and Justice J.B. 
Pardiwala that in the present applica-
tion, some additional grounds have been 
urged. It was requested by him to take 
the matter on 6th December, 2022 when 
the main matter is listed.
Accordingly, the bench listed the mat-

ter for December 6.

TDG NETWORK 
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The picture of the US 
President Joe Biden 
s a l u t i n g  I n d i a n 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at the 17th summit of 
G20, a group of 20 powerful 
and influential countries of 
the world, is going viral. In 
fact, this picture is indica-
tive of India’s growing im-
portance on the world stage. 
No matter who is the Presi-
dent of America, he does not 
normally salute the head of 
any other nation. If Biden 
did this, the whole world is 
taking it as a new sign. In the 
same summit, the picture of 
Modiji with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron and 
Britain’s new Prime Minis-
ter Rishi Sunak is enough 
to show Modiji’s diplomacy 
and Indian influence. The 
way in which he met Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, 
his message is loud and clear 
that no country should take 
India for granted now! Most 
importantly, the all-power-
ful US too has praised In-
dia’s role at the G20 summit.

Before talking about the 
role of India, let us first con-
sider what is its importance 
on the world stage. The foun-
dation of this group was laid 
in the form of G7, which was 

formed by America, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Brit-
ain and Canada. Later, Rus-
sia joined and now it has 
become a Group of 20 coun-
tries. The G20 includes Ar-
gentina, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, China, France, Ger-
many, India, Indonesia, Italy, 
Japan, South Korea, Mexico, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South 
Africa, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom, the United States 
and the European Union. 
The importance of this 
group can be understood 
from the fact that about 60 
per cent of the world’s pop-
ulation lives in these coun-
tries and about 80 per cent 
of the world’s GDP comes 
from these countries. Be-
sides, more than 75 per cent 
of global business is related 
to these countries. Global 
investment is also about 80 
per cent.

Clearly, it is a matter of 
pride for India to assume the 
presidency of such a group. 
It’s a big deal. Especially 
when the world is divided 
into camps and is engaged 
in the battle of supremacy. 
There is deep mistrust be-
tween the superpowers. 
China has hurt many coun-
tries with economic weap-
ons and its expansionist 
policies are trying to digest 
small countries. Russia has 
attacked Ukraine and the 
supply chain around the 
world has been badly af-
fected. Pakistan has become 
a stronghold of terror and 
even Biden himself has said 
this openly. It is natural that 
countries like China and 
Pakistan must be wonder-
ing why the G20 presidency 
has come to India and what 

will be India’s stand.
India has made its stand 

clear during the summit that 
it does not follow any camp 
and believes in the concept 
of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. 
During the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation meet-
ing in September last, Na-
rendra Modi told Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
that this is not the time for 
war. The same thing was 
repeated again and it was 
also recorded in the declara-
tion of G20. At this summit, 
Modiji clearly said that India 
will make this organisation 
beneficial for global wel-
fare. In fact, today India is in 
such a situation that when 
on one hand it talks clearly 
with America, it does not 
refrain from pointing fin-
gers at the mistakes of its old 

friend Russia. However, the 
presidency of the G20 is not 
a bed of roses. In the present 
circumstances, it is definitely 
a crown of thorns, but Modi-
ji’s diplomacy is such that he 
establishes the most com-
fortable relationship with 
one and all. Sometimes, he 
hugs someone, sometimes 
he pats someone else’s back. 
His style is full of self-respect. 
It is obvious that this self-re-
spect belongs to India.

As of now, the way Modiji 
has kept India away from 
camps, it reminds me of the 
first Prime Minister of India 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 
India had newly become 
independent. It might have 
been weak but instead of 
going with any camp, Pan-
ditji opted for the path of 
non-alignment. Panditji 

laid the foundation of the 
Non-Alignment Movement 
(NAM).  Indira Gandhi and 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee walked 
on the same path and now 
Narendra Modi is success-
fully taking it forward.

India will officially as-
sume the G20 presidency 
on December 1. Next year’s 
conference will be under the 
presidency of India. Mean-
while, the outline of 200 
programmes has already 
been prepared. Introducing 
its inclusive approach, In-
dia has invited Bangladesh, 
Egypt, Mauritius, Nether-
lands, Nigeria, Oman, Sin-
gapore, Spain and UAE as 
guest countries for the 2023 
summit. It is evident that 
this is also a big opportunity 
for India. The credibility that 
would be earned by success-

fully assuming the presidency 
of the G20 would also help it 
attract international investors. 
It will be easier for our busi-
nessmen and industrialists 
to operate across the globe. It 
will pave a new path for our 
youth from education to skill 
development.

I have written earlier also 
that by 2050, India will de-
velop into the second largest 
economic power in the world. 
The increasingly active role 
being played by India is in-
dicating the same thing. Let’s 
hope, it is so! This whole exer-
cise is about the economic bet-
terment of the common man. 
And I will keep you informed 
about it from time to time.
The author is the chairman, Ed-
itorial Board of Lokmat Media 
and former member of

Rajya Sabha.

GEOPOLITICS 

US SALUTES INDIA ON GLOBAL STAGE

VIJAY DARDA

Prime Minister Modi held Indian flag high with his diplomacy and no-nonsense approach at  G20 summit

The way Prime Minister Narendra Modi held the Indian flag high at the 
G20 summit shows the dominant impression India has made on the world 
stage. Behind this lies the diplomacy full of understanding and self-respect. 
The G20 presidency is definitely a big opportunity for India.

Khadi and Village Indus-
tries Commission (KVIC) 
has taken a giant leap 
towards “Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat” by creating local 
employment to unem-
ployed youth through its 
flagship “Honey Mission” 
programme. Today Chair-
man, Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission. 
Manoj Kumar provided 
livelihood opportunity to 
unemployed youth under 
Honey Mission by distrib-
uting 100 bee boxes to 10 
beneficiaries in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Morena district, 
200 to 20 beneficiaries in 
Chhattisgarh’s Badekile-
pal, Turangur and Bastar 
districts and 300 Bee boxes 
to 30 beneficiaries Jalgaon 
district of Maharashtra 
through video conferenc-
ing.
Acting on the call of Prime 

Minister for “Self-reliant 
India”, the Khadi and Vil-
lage Industries Commis-
sion has identified back-
ward and tribal-dominated 
districts and distributed a 
total of 600 B-boxes, pro-
viding 5-day training and 
equipment to the benefi-
ciaries. Guidelines for pro-
viding proper marketing 
platform were given to the 
competent officers of KVIC 
by the Chairman KVIC. 
Kumar also instructed to 
prepare new guidelines 
for providing other neces-
sary equipment along with 
the necessary tool kit being 
given to the beneficiaries at 
present and adopting ad-
vanced methods of honey 
extraction process and 

transportation of bee boxes.
Speaking on the occasion 

Manoj Kumar appreciated 
such creative initiative and 
said that involving youth 
with beekeeping would 
generate local employ-
ment; It will also contribute 
to increase India’s honey 
production which is the 
main objective of Honey 
Mission. “It is a great ini-
tiative. We have taken an-
other step forward towards 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat by 
providing employment 
to unemployed youth in 
tribal and backward areas 
at their doorsteps, he said.

The Chairman appreci-
ated the work done by the 
women beneficiaries of 6 
SHG groups working in 

sensitive and remote area 
of the country. He also as-
sured all possible help to 
these women beneficiaries. 
He assured that all the is-
sues raised during the in-
teraction with the benefi-
ciaries would be resolved. 
He also asked to explore 
the possibility of extend-
ing the benefits of Honey 
Mission program to retired 
army officers.

Chief Executive Officer, 
KVIC Vinit Kumar said 
that beekeeping is aligned 
with the call of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for ‘Aatmanir Bharta’ by 
promoting local industries 
to the youth. “Beekeep-
ing will not only increase 
India’s honey production 

but will also increase the 
income of beekeepers. In 
addition, products such as 
beeswax, pollen, propolis, 
royal jelly and bee venom 
are also marketable and, 
therefore, a profitable 
proposition for the local 
people”.

The Honey Mission 
launched by KVIC aims to 
generate employment for 
farmers, tribals, women 
and unemployed youth by 
connecting them to bee-
keeping and increasing 
India’s honey production. 
KVIC has so far distrib-
uted 1,75,509 Bee-boxes in 
different states of the coun-
try, which has increased to 
1,76,209 after distribution 
of 700 boxes today.

Distribution of 600 Bee-boxes in backward and tribal dominated 
districts by Chairman, KVIC with the aim of promoting self-employment
TDG NETWORK 

SELF EMPLOYMENT

E conomic  Advisor y 
Council to the Prime Min-
ister has issued a working 
paper by Sanjeev Sanyal 
Member EAC-PM and 
Akanksha Arora . The 
Paper analyses three 
perception-based indices: 
Freedom in the World In-
dex, V-DEM indices, and 
EIU Democracy Index .

The  EAC-PM tweeted 
the following thread 
which finds serious 
problems with the meth-
odology used in these 
perception-based indices. 
And says ‘questions used 
by these indices are not 
an appropriate measure 
of democracy across all 
countries’.
“In recent years, India’s 
rankings and scores have 
declined on a number 
of global opinion-based 
indices that deal with 
subjective issues such as 
democracy, freedom and 
so on.

@sanjeevsanyal & @
AakankshaArora5  write.

This working paper 
analyses three perception-
based indices: Freedom in 
the World Index, V-DEM 
indices, and EIU Democ-
racy Index.

Freedom in the World 
Index and V-DEM indices 
have placed India at the 

same level as during the 
Emergency of the 1970s. 
Moreover, India has been 
placed below countries 
like Northern Cyprus. 
Surely, this is not credible.

There are serious prob-
lems with the methodol-
ogy used in these percep-
tion-based indices. First, 
these indices are primari-
ly based on the opinions of 
a tiny group of unknown 

“experts”
Second, the questions 

that are used are subjec-
tive and are worded in a 
way that is impossible to 
answer objectively even 
for a country, let alone 
compare across countries. 
Third, there are questions 
that should be asked but 
are excluded.

Fourth, certain ques-
tions used by these indi-
ces are not an appropriate 
measure of democracy 
across all countries.

Since these indices are 
inputs into the World 
Governance Indicators, 
the World Bank should 
ensure greater transpar-
ency and accountability 
from these institutions.

Meanwhile, indepen-
dent Indian think tanks 
should be encouraged 
to do similar perception-
based indices for the 
world in order to break 
the monopoly of a hand-
ful of western institutions.”

EAC-PM WORKING PAPER 
ANALYSES PROBLEMS 
WITH FREEDOM IN THE 
WORLD INDEX, V-DEM 
INDICES, AND EIU 
DEMOCRACY INDEX

STUDY
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Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Monday 
indicated that he could go be-
yond air strikes and launch a 
ground operation in north-
ern Iraq and northern Syria 
to eliminate the terror threat, 
While talking to the report-
ers after returning from Qa-
tar to Turkey, Erdogan said, 
“This is not limited to just 
an air operation.” “As we’ve 
said before, if someone dis-
turbs our country and lands, 
we will make them pay the 
price. So, there are terrorist 
organizations in our south 
that are planning many at-
tacks or that carry out such 
attacks and pose a threat 
(to Turkiye),” he added. 
These remarks came after 
Turkey launched Operation 
Claw-Sword, a cross-border 
aerial campaign against the 
terror group Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Party (PKK)/YPP which 

has an illegal hideout across 
Iraq and Syrian borders, 
reported Anadolu Agency. 
The Turkish air operation 
came after last Sunday’s 
terror attack that rocked 
Istanbul’s crowded Istiklal 
Avenue and killed at least 
six people and left 81 injured. 
After the attack, Turkish 
police arrested the suspect 
who planted the bomb on 
Istanbul’s Istiklal street. 
“We consider it to be a ter-
rorist act as a result of an at-
tacker, whom we consider to 
be a woman, detonating the 
bomb,”Fuat Oktayas said.

Finance Minister Ishaq Dar on Monday ordered a probe into 
the ‘illegal, unwarranted’ leak of Chief of Army Staff General 
(COAS) Qamar Javed Bajwa’s family tax records.

Dar said that an immediate investigation will be carried out 
into the issue and sought a report within 24 hours, reported 
Geo News. “This is clearly a violation of the complete confi-
dentiality of tax information that the law provides,” a state-
ment from the Finance Division read.

An immediate investigation into the violation of tax law and 
breach of Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) data will be carried 
out, said the statement, reported Geo News.

In view of this serious lapse on the part of to-date unknown 
functionaries, Dar has directed the Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on Revenue Tariq Mehmood Pasha to person-
ally lead the probe, affix responsibility, and submit a report 
within 24 hours, added the statement.

Notably, a damaging report has shed light on the sharp 
rise of wealth of close family members of the most powerful 
person in the country in a span of six years, less than two 
weeks before Bajwa’s tenure is about to end. Writing for Fact 
Focus, Pakistani journalist Ahmad Noorani has unearthed 
how Bajwa’s immediate and extended family members, in a 
matter of few years, started a new business, became owners 
of farmhouses in prominent Pakistani cities and bought for-
eign properties, making billions of dollars in the process. The 
investigative report by Fact Focus is supported by a lot of data 
that looks into the financial dealing of Bajwa’s family includ-
ing his wife Ayesha Amjad, his daughter-in-law Mahnoor 
Sabir and other close family members. “Within six years, 
both families become billionaires, started an international 
business, purchased multiple foreign properties, started 
transferring capital abroad, become owners of commercial 
plazas, commercial plots, huge farmhouses in Islamabad 
and Karachi, an immense real estate portfolio in Lahore, and 
so on. The current market value of the - known - assets and 
businesses within Pakistan and outside accumulated by the 
Bajwa family during the last six years is more than Rs12.7 bil-
lion,” Noorani wrote. Based on tax returns and other financial 
statements, the Pakistani journalist noted how between 2013 
and 2017, Bajwa revised the wealth statement for 2013 three 
times, after being appointed country’s army chief.
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issue of receivables

Unpaid power bills 
obstruct Chinese funding 
of Pakistan’s power projects

China on Monday conveyed 
to Pakistan that huge unpaid 
power bills are forcing the 
drying up of Chinese funding 
to other Pak power projects. 
The issue of receivables and 
opening of a revolving ac-
count for Chinese CPEC In-
dependent Power Producers 
(IPPs) is still pending with 
their receivables now over 
Rs 300 billion, reported 
Business Recorder. 

The huge receivables of 
existing Chinese power 
projects are the main hur-
dle in convincing banks for 
further funding in other 
power projects to achieve 
their financial closures, 
well-informed sources in 
the federal government. 
  Last month a detailed 
meeting was held between 
Secretary Power Division, 
Rashid Mahmood Langrial 
and Vice President of China 
Export and Credit Insur-
ance Corporation (Sino-
sure) Xu Xinwei to discuss 
the financial closure of cer-
tain CPEC energy projects. 
M/s Sinosure has shared 
a list of the six following 
banks involved in financ-
ing the Thar Block-1 power 
projects by Shanghai Elec-
tric: (ii) China Development 

Bank (CDB); (ii) Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of 
China (ICBC); (iii) Postal 
Savings Bank of China Lim-
ited (PSBC); (iv) Bank of 
Communications (BCM); (v) 
China Minsheng Banking 
Corporation Limited; and 
(vi) Agricultural Bank of 
China (ABC). 
   According to sources, the 
Chinese side was clear on 
Pakistan’s concerns and is-
sues in the project’s finan-
cial closures, saying that 
they understand four major 
projects of concern, i.e., Thar 
Block-1, Azad Pattan, Kohala 
and Gwadar power project. 
These projects are very 
highly valued by the Chi-
nese government and rel-
evant financial institutions. 
The Chinese side, sources 
said, noted that since last 
year Sinosure made a special 
task force to take these proj-
ects forward with Xu Xinwei 
as team leader of Task Force. 
He personally conducted 
numerous meetings and 
set up Wechat groups to 
monitor regular progress 
on Thar Block-1 and Gwa-
dar coal power projects. 
He maintained that since 
February 2022, despite the 
overdue electricity bills is-
sue, Sinosure has been 
consistently monitor-
ing progress and has fin-

ished deliberations with 
the Board of Directors. 
For the past 6-7 months, 
Sinosure has been push-
ing six commercial banks 
for all the projects to issue 
loan plans because only 
long-term solutions from 
syndicates can be made 
possible with the approval 
of the government, re-
ported Business Recorder. 
Sinosure also met represen-
tatives of Shanghai Electric 
and the six banks face to face 
and further negotiations will 
continue to weigh progress 
on the project. 

Chinese side further stat-
ed that for the Thar-coal 
projects, the current situa-
tion suggests that some of 
the banks are holding back 
investing in CPEC proj-
ects, due to the overdue 
power tariffs as they lack 
confidence in new projects, 
since most of the banks 
are public listed compa-
nies and have strict risk 
management systems, re-
ported Business Recorder. 
Meanwhile,  Secretary 
Power then noted that since 
Thar Block-1 power project 
employed local coal, its com-
mercial operation would 
help the energy sector’s 
overall ability to make re-
payments because of cheap-
er electricity generation. 

A team of indepen-
dent inspectors 
from the UN’s nu-

clear watchdog on Monday 
reported “no immediate 
nuclear safety or security 
concerns” at Ukraine’s Za-
porizhzhia nuclear power 
plant after shelling over 
the weekend, according 
to an official statement. 
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) Direc-
tor General Rafael Grossi 
in a statement said the team 
assessed the damage to the 
site Monday and concluded 
that “despite the severity 
of the shelling - key equip-
ment remained intact and 
there were no immediate 
nuclear safety or security 
concerns.” IAEA experts 
assessed the extent of dam-
age to the Zaporizhzhya NPP 

site caused by the intense 
and severe shelling. They 
confirmed no immediate 
nuclear safety or security 
concerns and key equipment 
is intact despite widespread 
damage across the site. 
However, “widespread 
damage” was still  ob-
served at the site, it said, 
which maintenance staff 

has already begun to re-
pair. Grossi described the 
damage as “a major cause 
of concern as it clearly 
demonstrates the sheer 
intensity of the attacks.” 
“This is a major cause of 
concern as it clearly dem-
onstrates the sheer intensity 
of the attacks on one of the 
world’s largest nuclear pow-

er plants,” said Director Gen-
eral Rafael MarianoGrossi 
who is intensifying consulta-
tions to establish a protection 
zone for Zaporizhzhia Nu-
clear Power Plant (ZNPP). 
Non-radioactive leaks were 
caused by damage to con-
densate storage tanks and 
the team observed “several 
impacts on the main road 
along the plant’s reactors 
as well as on a site railway 
that is now out of service,” 
the IAEA statement said. 
The team also observed a 
“pressurized air pipeline hit 
by shrapnel, two impacts on 
the roof of a special auxiliary 
building, minor visible dam-
age to a sprinkler charging 
pipeline, as well as two im-
pacts in a guardhouse area.” 
No further attacks had taken 
place in the plant’s vicin-
ity overnight or throughout 
Monday so far, “though there 
had been shelling in the area 

of the nearby city of Enerho-
dar and the industrial area,” 
according to the IAEA team. 
Meanwhile, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
said on Monday that he held 
an “urgent call” with Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy about the security 
situation at the nuclear pow-
er plant at Zaporizhzhia,. 
Macron informed Zelen-
skyy of his “deep concern” 
following recent strikes 
in and around the site, ac-
cording to a readout of the 
call. Macron told reporters 
on Monday that a “threat” 
still hangs over the plant. 
The French president also 
spoke with the chief of the 
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency, Rafael Grossi, 
on Sunday to discuss the 
plant and the pursuit of 
the demilitarization of the 
site, according to the Ely-
see Palace, reports said. 

after shelling

no immediate concerns at 
ZaporiZhZhia n-plant: iaea
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Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant.

The fire broke out at a plant in Wenfeng District of Anyang City.

At least 36 people were 
killed and two others remain 
missing after a fire occurred 
at a plant in central China 
on Monday afternoon, local 
authorities said on Tuesday. 
The  news agency reported 
that the fire broke out at 
4:22 pm (local time) Mon-
day at the plant of a com-

merce and trade company 
in Wenfeng District of 
Anyang City, Henan Prov-
ince. Firefighters put out 
the fire at around 11 pm 
Monday, according to the 
city’s publicity department. 
Two people who sustained 
minor injuries have been 
sent to the hospital and are 
in stable condition, accord-
ing to  media reports.

a disaster

36 killed, 2 missing 
after plant fire  
in china’s henan

Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

Former Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf.

investigation ordered

Probe into ‘illegal’ 
leak of Bajwa’s 
family tax records

beyond air strikes

erdogan may launch 
ground operation in 
north iraq, syria

passed by parliament

australia ratifies 
free trade 
agreement with uk

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese on Tues-
day said that the country’s Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) with Britain has passed through its parliament. 
“BREAKING: Our Free Trade Agreement with the United 
Kingdom has passed through parliament,” Anthony Al-
banese announced in a tweet. The deal, which was earlier 
agreed upon by the UK Prime Minister in June was finally 
signed today in a virtual format by the UK International Trade 
Secretary, the official website of the UK government said. 
This trade deal, a first ‘from scratch’ since UK’s 
exit from European Union (EU), will benefit the 
UK by eliminating most tariffs on UK exports and 
unlock 10.4 billion pounds of additional trade. 
 As per the official website of the UK government, the final trade 
deal was signed in a virtual ceremony by International Trade 
Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan on Friday morning and will 
now be laid in the UK Parliament for a period of scrutiny. 

Australian PM Anthony Albanese with UK PM Rishi Sunak.

rejects petition

Pakistan Supreme Court clears release of 
man who tried to assassinate Musharraf

The Supreme Court of Paki-
stan has rejected a plea filed 
against the release of Rana 
Mohammad Naveed, the 
convict in the assassina-
tion attempt case on former 
Pakistan President Pervez 
Musharraf.

The three-judge bench 
headed by Justice Sardar 
Tariq Masood kept the 
previous ruling of the La-
hore High Court that the 
petitioner is entitled to a 
pre-conviction period in de-
tention and general remis-
sions under the Army Act, 
1952 of Pakistan, the Dawn 
reported. The lawyer of the 
petitioner gave a statement 

to the Dawn that this rul-
ing will finally result in the 
immediate release of Nav-
eed as he has already spent 
20 years in jail against a jail 
sentence of 14 years. Prior 

to this the top court in 2005 
had reduced Rana’s death 
sentence to life imprison-
ment.

A similar ruling from a 
different bench of LHC had 

come in 2015 for another 
convict Adnan Khan who 
was another convict with 
Naveed. 

At that time the court had 
allowed a pre-conviction 
period in detention and re-
missions under the Field 
General Court Martial. This 
was also considered in the 
ruling that was delivered by 
the Supreme court regard-
ing Rana’s release, accord-
ing to The Dawn.

On December 26, 2003, 
then-President Pervez 
Musharraf narrowly es-
caped an assassination at-
tempt. 

At that time 16 people 
were killed including six 
policemen and four army 
soldiers. Musharraf howev-

er escaped harm as he was 
in an armoured car. Nine 
police personnel were also 
injured in the 1attempted 
assassination besides sev-
eral other people.

A van and a car tried to hit 
the motorcade of Musharraf 
in the incident. One of these 
vehicles hit the first vehicle 
in the motorcade and the 
second hit the last one. The 
first explosion was at 1:42 
pm and the second one oc-
curred just a minute later. 
Each vehicle in the blast 
carried 40 kgs of explosives. 
This destroyed around 15 
vehicles other than the at-
tacker’s vehicles. The inci-
dent came after Musharraf 
escaped three earlier at-
tempts on his life.

top of the day

7.3 magnitude 
earthquake 
hits solomon 
islands
MALANGO: An earth-
quake of 7.3 magnitude 
has struck south-west of 
Malango in the Solomon 
Islands on Tuesday, the 
United States Geological 
Survey said. The earth-
quake occurred at a depth 
of 15.0 km at 02:03:07 
(UTC) on 22nd November. 
The earthquake’s epicen-
tre was determined to be 
at 9.790 degrees south 
longitude and 159.601 de-
grees east longitude. How-
ever, no casualties have 
been reported so far. The 
quake comes a day after a 
5.6 magnitude earthquake 
jolted Indonesia’s main 
island of Java. West Java 
Governor Ridwan Kamil 
said that more than 160 
people were killed after an 
earthquake struck Java 
in Indonesia, reports said.
Rescuers were search-
ing for survivors trapped 
under the debris. Kamil 
stated that most of those 
killed were children. Kamil 
added that the death 
toll could likely increase 
further.

1 dead in iranian 
guards strike 
against kurdish 
groups in iraq
ARBIL: Iran again 
launched deadly mis-
sile and drone strikes 
overnight into Monday 
against Iranian Kurdish 
opposition groups based 
in Iraq, killing at least one 
fighter from the groups it 
accuses of stoking a wave 
of protests. One Kurdish 
peshmerga fighter was 
reported killed in moun-
tainous northern Iraq, 
where two of the groups 
said their bases had been 
targeted in the latest such 
barrage of aerial attacks 
in recent months, reported 
The Times of Israel. Iran 
has been shaken by 
more than two months of 
protests sparked by the 
death of Kurdish-Iranian 
woman Mahsa Amini, 22, 
after her arrest for alleg-
edly breaching the strict 
dress code for women. 
Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps has 
repeatedly struck Kurdish 
dissident groups based in 
Iraq’s mountainous north, 
whom it labels “separat-
ist anti-Iranian terrorist 
groups”. 
 

lahore hc niXes 
traders’ body’s 
petition to  
restrain pti 
long march
LAHORE: The Lahore High 
court dismisses a peti-
tion against the Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf party’s 
long march filed by the All 
Pakistan Traders Associa-
tion. A sessions court also 
dismissed another petition 
at Faisalabad charging 
PTI Chief Imran Khan 
of defaming the Army. 
Naeem Mir the petitioner 
in LHC and the chairman 
of the All Pakistan Traders 
Association filed had filed 
a restraining order for PTI 
long march. Justice Jawad 
Hassan while disposing 
of the petition appointed 
an additional inspector 
general of Pakistan police 
to the case. He ordered 
that the officer hear the 
trader’s grievances and 
sort the matter out within 
a week. The judge previ-
ously had also rejected to 
order a restraining order,
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‘ COLOUR CHECK’

Elon Musk announces 
‘holding off’ relaunch of 
Twitter’s Blue verified

Chinese Ambassador to Qa-
tar, Zhou Jian, has boasted 
about China’s contribution 
to the ongoing FIFA World 
Cup that began on Novem-
ber 20 in Qatar. Speaking 
to CGTN, Jian called the 
Lusail Stadium an “iconic 
project” and a Chinese con-
tribution to the World Cup. 
Zhao Jian said that China 
has contributed to FIFA 
World Cup with infrastruc-
ture, souvenirs telecommu-
nication, 1500 energy buses 
and solar power plants. He 
stressed that Beijing’s con-
tributions to the World Cup 
will further improve the 
close friendship between 
China and Qatar, China 
Global Television Network 
reported. 
“The Lusail Stadium is an 
iconic project in the Chinese 
contribution to the World 
Cup. From infrastructure to 
telecommunications, from 
1,500 new-energy buses to 
solar power plants, from 
match supplies to souve-
nirs and fan items, made-

in-China can be found ev-
erywhere in Qatar,” CGTN 
quoted Zhao Jian as saying. 
Notably, Lusail Stadium, 
which has the capacity to 
accommodate 80,000 peo-
ple was jointly built by Qa-
tar and the China Railway 
Construction Corporation. 
Lusail Stadium will host the 
FIFA World Cup final due to 
take place on December 18. It 
has also featured on the new 
10-riyal banknote of Qatar. 
Built by a Chinese company, 
the Al Kharsaah 800-mega-
watt (MW) solar power plant 
is located in the desert area 
about 80 kilometres west of 
Doha. As per the CGTN re-
port, the solar power plant 
has increased the share of 
renewable energy in Qa-
tar’s energy consumption. 
Furthermore, Chinese-made 
buses are being used for 
shuttling services for people 
during the FIFA World Cup. 
As per the news report, Qa-
tar has imported around 
1,500 buses from China, 
which include 888 electric 
buses. Chinese-made World 
Cup souvenirs are being sold 
in Qatar.

‘ICONIC PROJECT’

CHINEsE ENvOy IN QaTaR 
bOasTs abOUT bEIJINg’s 
ROLE IN fIfa wORLd CUP
TDG NeTwork
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Pakistan defence minister 
Khawaja Asif has warned 
opposition leader and for-
mer Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan, saying 
that the coalition govern-
ment will deal with him, 
after the completion of 
the appointment process 
of the new Army chief. 
“The process will complete 
in two to three days. The 
excitement will end, after 
which we will deal with 
Imran Khan,” the Paki-
stan defence minister was 
quoted as saying by The 
Express Tribune. He made 
these remarks on the floor 
of the Pakistan National 
Assembly, hinting at the 
formal announcement 
of the key appointment 
within the next three days. 
This comes after the process 
to appoint the new army 
chief started on Monday as 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif wrote a let-

ter to the country’s Defence 
Ministry for a summary of 
the potential candidates. 
Earlier in a tweet, Kha-
waja Asif said the process 
had started and would 
be completed soon after 
fulfilling all the consti-
tutional requirements. 
“The process of appoint-
ment to the highest posi-
tions of Pakistan Army 
has started today, God 
willing, soon the appoint-

ments will be completed 
as per the constitutional 
requirements,” he tweeted. 
Notably, the tenure of in-
cumbent Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa will end 
on November 29. How-
ever, Pakistan’s new army 
chief will likely be ap-
pointed before November 
27, as per the Dawn report. 
Earlier, Pakistan’s Defence 
Minister Asif said that the 
appointment process for 
the new army chief will be-
gin on Monday and the ap-
pointment will take place 
soon. He further said that 
the government “cannot 
ignore the importance of 
the army in the system.” 
Earlier on November 18, for-
mer Pakistan President Asif 
Ali Zardari and leader of Im-
ran Khan’s PTI, said that he 
strongly believed in the pro-
motion process in the army. 
He further stated that all 
three-star generals were 
“equal and fully qualified” 
to be the Chief of Army Staff.

KEy aPPOINTMENT

Will deal with Imran after 
Army chief’s appointment, 
says Pak defence minister

dEfENCE RELaTIONs

EffECTIvE REsPONsE PHysICaL assaULTs

COMMUNITy sCREENINg

U.s. RaIsEs CONCERN abOUT 
bEIJINg’s ‘daNgEROUs’ bEHavIOUR

WHO to identify pathogens 
with pandemic potential

CHILd RIgHTs baLOCHIsTaN dEMONsTRaTEs aT QUETTa 
PREss CLUb TO UPHOLd RIgHTs Of CHILdREN

bEIJINg faCINg ‘MOsT CRITICaL aNd 
TOUgHEsT MOMENT’ Of TaCKLINg 
COvId-19, says OffICIaL
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US Defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin raised 
concern about Bei-

jing’s ‘dangerous’ behaviour 
when he met his Chinese 
counterpart, Wei Fenghe, 
on the sidelines of the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian 
Nations Defence Ministers 
Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus) 
in Cambodia on Tuesday. 
The talks between Austin 
and Wei covered defence 
relations, as well as issues 
of regional and global secu-
rity. “Secretary Austin and 
General Wei discussed U .S.-
PRC (China) defence rela-
tions and regional and glob-
al security issues. Secretary 
Austin emphasized the need 
to responsibly manage com-
petition and maintain open 

lines of communication,” 
the Pentagon statement said. 
In addition, the two min-
isters discussed the im-
portance of substantive 
dialogue on reducing stra-
tegic risk, improving crisis 
communications and en-
hancing operational safety. 

“He (Austin) raised con-
cerns about the increasingly 
dangerous behaviour dem-
onstrated by PLA aircraft in 
the Indo-Pacific region that 
increases the risk of an acci-
dent. The Secretary also af-
firmed that the United States 
will continue to fly, sail, and 

operate wherever interna-
tional law allows,” it added. 
US Defence Secretary dis-
cussed the Russia-Ukraine 
war and underscored how 
the United States and China 
oppose using nuclear weap-
ons or threats to use them. 
Austin expressed concerns 
over the Chinese army’s 
activeness in the Indo-
Pacific region and recent 
provocations by North 
Korea. At the same time, 
the US defence secretary 
reiterated that the United 
States remains committed 
to the One-China policy. 
“Secretary Austin also ex-
pressed concerns about 
recent provocations from 
the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (DPRK) 
and called on the PRC to 
fully enforce existing U.N. 
Security Council resolu-

tions regarding the DPRK’s 
unlawful weapons pro-
grams,” Pentagon said. 
US-China relations were 
strained in recent months 
due to visits by US law-
makers, including House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi to 
Taiwan. Since Pelosi’s visit, 
the Chinese military activ-
ity around the island has 
increased.

The ADMM-Plus is a 
platform for cooperation 
b e t we e n  t h e  de f e n c e 
ministries of ASEAN and 
its eight dialogue partners 
-- Australia, China, India, 
Japan, New Zealand, South 
Korea, Russia and the US 
-- created in April 2010. 
The ADMM-Plus is taking 
p l a c e  i n  C a m b o d i a ’s 
northwestern resort city of 
Siem Reap from November 
21-23. 

Amid a rise in COVID-19 
cases, Beijing Center for 
Disease Prevention and 
Control (CDC) officials on 
Monday said that China 
is facing the ‘most compli-
cated and severest anti-ep-
idemic situation’ since the 
emergence of coronavirus, 
Global Times reported. 
Addressing a press confer-
ence on November 21, Liu 
Xiaofeng, deputy director 
of the Beijing CDC, said that 
China is at the ‘most criti-
cal and toughest moment’ 
of fighting coronavirus. 
Xiaofeng called on people to 
protect the elderly at home 
and families suffering from 
underlying diseases. Ac-
cording to China’s National 
Health Commission, Beijing 
reported more than 2400 
cases from Friday to 3 pm 
(local time) on Monday. The 

cases included more than 
500 infections identified 
outside of quarantine zones 
through community-level 
test screening.

Liu Xiaofeng stated that 
the Omicron BF.7 variant 
imported from a trading 
town outside Beijing is the 
main strain in the current 
outbreak of COVID-19, as 
per The Global Times report. 
Xiaofeng stressed that the 
variant has resulted in clus-
ter infections in nursing 
homes, construction sites 
and schools as the cases of 
COVID-19 were particu-
larly reported in Chaoyang, 
Changping, Haidian, Fengtai 
and Tongzhou.

China National Health 
Commission reported the 
death of three people after 
contracting COVID-19. Ac-
cording to China National 
Commission, a woman 
aged 91 years and a man 

aged 88 years both diag-
nosed with COVID-19 but 
with severe underlying 
diseases died at Beijing Di-
tan Hospital on Sunday. 
The death of two people 
came after an 87-year-old 
man died on Saturday of 
sepsis caused by a serious 
lung infection, as per the 
Global Times report. As  of 
Tuesday, people need to 
undergo COVID-19 testing 
for three consecutive days 
after they arrive in Beijing. 
The authorities have urged 
people who arrive in Beijing 
to stay at home before their 
negative test results are an-
nounced. As daily COVID-19 
cases screened at the com-
munity level continue to rise 
in Beijing, local officials held 
an anti-epidemic briefing on 
Sunday.

Beijing officials called for 
more scientific and precise 
measures to reduce cases.
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Twitter CEO Elon Musk on 
Tuesday announced that 
he is putting on hold the re-
launch of Blue verified until 
there is high confidence of 
stopping impersonation. 
He made the announce-
ment through a tweet. 
Elon Musk stated that Twit-
ter might use different colour 
checks for organizations and 
individuals. Taking to his of-
ficial Twitter handle, Musk 
said, “Holding off relaunch 
of Blue Verified until there 
is high confidence of stop-
ping impersonation. Will 
probably use different color 
check for organizations than 
individuals.” 
After taking over the mi-
croblogging site, Musk had 
announced the ability for 
users to purchase a blue tick 
verified through Twitter 
Blue. Despite getting inter-
nal warnings from Twitter’s 
own trust and safety staff, 
Musk’s plan resulted in 
the impersonation of high-
profile accounts, includ-

ing Twitter’s advertis-
ers, The Verge reported. 
After Musk took over Twit-
ter, the microblogging 
site has been adding and 
removing separate, grey 
checkmarks on high-profile 
accounts without explaining 
the reason.
On Monday, Elon Musk told 
Twitter employees that the 
company will not relaunch 
its paid verification subscrip-
tion, Twitter Blue until they 
are “confident about sig-
nificant impersonations not 
happening,” The Verge cited 
a recording of his remarks. 
Last week, Elon Musk said 

that his $8 per month Blue 
subscription will be made 
available on November 29. 

However, in his meeting with 
employees, he confirmed 
that the timing of the launch 
of Blue verified was not clear, 
as per The Verge report. 
In his meeting with Twitter 
employees, Elon Musk said, 
“We might launch it next 
week. We might not. But 
we’re not going to launch 
until there’s high confidence 
in protecting against those 
significant impersonations,” 
The Verge reported.

Elon Musk in his meet-
ing with Twitter employees 
on Monday said that the 
company will “probably” 
need to give “institutions 
and companies” a “differ-
ent colour check.” How-
ever, he did not give further 
details regarding the plan. 
Musk stressed any social 
media platform according 
to him “is going to be vulner-
able to bots and trolls” until 
there is payment introduced 
to increase the “cost of bots 
and trolls significantly.”
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US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin. khawaja Asif

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) is launching 
a global scientific process 
to update the list of prior-
ity pathogens—agents that 
can cause outbreaks or 
pandemics—to guide global 
investment, research and 
development (R&D), espe-
cially in vaccines, tests and 
treatments.

In a statement, the WHO 
on Monday said that start-
ing with a meeting held last 
Friday, November 18, WHO 
is convening over 300 sci-
entists who will consider 
the evidence on over 25 vi-
rus families and bacteria, as 
well as “Disease X.” Disease 
X is included to indicate an 
unknown pathogen that 
could cause a serious inter-
national epidemic. 

The experts will recom-
mend a list of priority 
pathogens that need further 
research and investment. 
The process will include 

both scientific and public 
health criteria, as well as 
criteria related to socioeco-
nomic impact, access, and 
equity.

The list was first pub-
lished in 2017 and the last 
prioritization exercise was 
done in 2018. The current 
list includes COVID-19, 
Crimean-Cong haemor-
rhagic fever, Ebola virus 
disease and Marburg virus 
disease, Lassa fever, Middle 
East respiratory syndrome 
(MERS) and Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS), Nipah and henipa-
viral diseases, Rift Valley 
fever, Zika and Disease X. 
“Targeting priority patho-
gens and virus families for 
research and development 
of countermeasures is es-
sential for a fast and effec-
tive epidemic and pandemic 
response. Without signifi-
cant R&D investments prior 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
it would not have been pos-
sible to have safe and ef-
fective vaccines developed 

in record time,” said Dr 
Michael Ryan, Executive 
Director of WHO’s Health 
Emergencies Programme. 
For those pathogens identi-
fied as priority, the WHO 
R&D Blueprint for epidem-
ics has developed R&D 
roadmaps, which lay out 
knowledge gaps and re-
search priorities. Where 
relevant, target product 
profiles, which inform de-
velopers about the desired 
specifications for vaccines, 
treatments and diagnostic 
tests, are developed. Efforts 
are also made to map, com-
pile and facilitate clinical tri-
als to develop these tools. 

Complimentary efforts - 
such as to strengthen regu-
latory and ethics oversight 
- are also considered. “This 
list of priority pathogens 
has become a reference 
point for the research com-
munity on where to focus 
energies to manage the next 
threat,” said Dr Soumya 
Swaminathan, WHO Chief 
Scientist. 

On the occasion of Inter-
national Children’s Day, a 
demonstration was orga-
nized in front of the Quetta 
Press Club under the spon-
sorship of Child Rights 
Balochistan to uphold the 
rights of children.

Mir Bahram Lahri, Ab-
dul Hai Bangalzai, and 
other speakers addressed 
the protesters and stated 
that children’s laws are 
not being implemented, 
reported Pak vernacular 
media, Urdu Point. About 
five lakh children are sub-
jected to physical assaults 
every year in Pakistan, 
according to a report re-
leased by child experts. 
The report is a grim re-
minder of Pakistan’s hu-
man rights situation and 
rampant prevalence of 
child abuse in the country, 
reported Pakistan vernacu-
lar media, Sindh Express. 

According to the report, 
around 46 lakh girl children 
are married at less than 15 
years of their age, and about 
1.90 crore children are mar-
ried even before they are 18 
years of age.

“We think the federal 
government should go for 
a crackdown against such 
malpractices; also those 
pressurizing children for 
begging be immediately ar-
rested and be it, parents or 
guardians,” said the report.

Mir Bahram Lahri stated 
that they have been strug-
gling for the last ten years 
regarding the child mar-
riage bill and they are fail-
ing because of the lack of 
interest of their representa-
tives, reported Urdu Point. 
November 20 is celebrated 
across the world as Uni-
versal Children’s Day with 
various pledges to make the 
world a better place for chil-
dren.

On 20 November 2022, 
it will be thirty-three years 

since the countries of the 
world, including Pakistan, 
came to a historic decision 
and recognized, for the 
first time in human his-
tory, that children have 
special rights and needs. 
The members of the United 
Nations General Assembly 
adopted the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC) and Pakistan ratified 
it a year later, on 12 Decem-
ber 1990.

Pakistan at present has 
the highest percentage of 
children ever recorded in 
history. 

Pakistan falls behind in 
almost all child rights in-
dicators whether health, 
education, child marriages, 
protection from violence, 
child labour etc, report-
ed Pakistan Observer. 
The experts’ report further 
directed the government 
to take immediate concrete 
measures and to set up insti-
tutions or set up committees 
to deal with issues, reported 

Pak vernacular media.
Earlier, Pakistani newspa-

per The News International 
reported that the data re-
vealed that during the past 
six months nearly 2,211 
child abuse cases with both 
boys and girls were regis-
tered.

Notably, the data on the 
sexual abuse of children 
was collected from 79 news-
papers. The majority of the 
cases can be categorised as 
rape, sodomy and abduction 
for sexual abuse, The News 
International reported. 
Moreover, as per gender 
split analysis, the female 
reported cases of child 
sexual abuse are more in 
number than male cases. 
Out of the total of 2,211 chil-
dren, 1,004 were boys and 
1,207 were girls, according 
to data collected by the pub-
lication.

The report further stated 
that nearly 803 boys and 
girls were kidnapped, and 
among them, 298 were boys 

and 243 were girls, who 
were allegedly either raped 
or sodomised, while num-
bers of gang rape/sodomy 
cases were also very high as 
128 children were subjected 
for the physical abuse and 
among which 41 were girls 
and 87 were boys.

As many as 1,564 cases in 
Punjab, 338 cases in Sindh, 
199 cases in Islamabad, 77 
cases in KPK, and 23 cases 
in Baluchistan as well as 
10 cases in Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir, were re-
ported, the report stated. 
Nearly 52 per cent of cases 
were reported from urban 
areas and 48 per cent of cas-
es were reported from rural 
areas, it added.

The Human Rights Watch 
in its Annual World Re-
port 2022 cited allegations 
of extensive rights abuses 
against women along with 
children in Pakistan, which 
ranks 167 out of 170 coun-
tries on the Global Women, 
Peace and Security Index. 

elon Musk
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Russian artists 
perform 

during the 
inauguration 

of the Russian 
culture 

festival in 
India, at 
Siri Fort 

Auditorium, 
in New Delhi 

on Monday. 
ANI

CULTURAL EXCHANGE

#HappyBirtHdaySHeHzada

NetizeNS SHare BirtHday wiSHeS for 
KartiK aaryaN
On his 32nd birthday, actor Kartik Aaryan treated his 
fans with the first look of his much-anticipated film ‘She-
hzada’. The ‘Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2’ actor took to Instagram 
to share the teaser. He called it ‘a birthday gift’ from his 
side. Not only fans stormed the comment section with 
love and excitement for the film’s arrival, but #Happy-
BirthdayShehzada took over top trends on Twitter. 

‘Kartik surprised me..... looking forward to the movie’ 
a fan wrote.

Another fan wrote, ‘This is the best gift for us’.
“A very very Happy Birthday Kartik Aaryan. Wishing 

you all the happiness, success and good health. Keep be-
ing the “Shehzada” you are. Looking forward to your 
upcoming films, “ added another. 

Shehzada is all set to release in theatres on 10 Febru-
ary 2023.

Kartik will also be seen in the upcoming thriller ‘Fred-
dy’, the musical romantic saga ‘Satyaprem Ki Katha’, di-
rector Hansal Mehta’s ‘Captain India’ and Kabir Khan’s 
next.   

One should 
never forget 
his/her roots...
be it a person 
or a story 
or a plant, 
everything in 
this world is 
rooted.
— Pankaj TriPaThi

bRAiN-piCkiNG

Actor, in a tete-a-tete with ANI during 53rd International 
Film Festival of India (IFFI)

GESTURE 

A Ke r a l a  c o u p l e , 
whose handwritten 
wedding invitation 

to the Indian Army gener-
ated a lot of interest on so-
cial media, were felicitated 
for their adorable gesture. 
The pair got invited to the 
Pangode military station on 
Monday and felicitated by 
Brigadier Lalit Sharma, the 
Station Commander.

The Indian Army posted a 
picture of the Thiruvanan-
thapuram couple’s invitation 
on their Instagram page on 
Friday, and ever since then, 
the picture has drawn a lot 
of eyeballs on social media.

Rahul  R.  Pi l la i  and 
Karthika K.S. tied the knot 
on 10 November in Kerala’s 
capital city.

To the left of their marriage 
invitation card, the couple 
penned a handwritten note 
to the Indian Army to thank 
them for their relentless ser-
vice.

Beginning the letter with 
the salutation ‘Dear Heroes,’ 
the couple wrote: “We (Ra-
hul and Karthika) are get-
ting married on November 
10th. We are truly thankful 
for your love, determina-
tion, and true patriotism to-
wards our country. We are 
truly thankful for love, de-
termination, and patriotism 
towards our country. We 

owe a deep debt of gratitude 
to you for keeping us safe. 
Because of you, we sleep 
peacefully. Thank you for 
giving us happy days with 
our loved ones. Because of 
you, we are getting married 
happily. We are extremely 

delighted to invite you on 
our special day. We wish 
your presence and bless-
ings. Thank you for protect-
ing us”.

The Indian Army took to 
its official social media han-
dle, ADG PI, to extend its 

best wishes to the pair. The 
sweet handwritten note on 
the card caught the attention 
of social media and instantly 
went viral.

The social media posts on 
the invitation got electrify-
ing responses with a mas-
sive number of likes, and 
shares and won a lot of ap-
preciation in the comment 
section.

“Best Wishes.  #Indi-
anArmy conveys s in-
cere thanks to Rahul and 
Karthika for the wedding 
invitation and wishes the 
couple a very happy and 
blissful married life. #To-
getherForever,” the army 
wrote in the caption, and 
tagged the groom.

The couple was felicitated 
at the Pangode Military 
Station in Thiruvanantha-
puram and were welcomed 
at the army camp with a 
bouquet.

The Station Commander 
conveyed the Army’s deep-
est appreciation for their 
adorable marriage invita-
tion. The station command-
er interacted with the couple 
and presented a memento. 
He advised the couple to 
strive to contribute toward 
nation-building. He further 
added that “To be in uni-
form or not, the contribu-
tion of every citizen is valu-
able, and that the Army’s 
existence depends upon the 
citizens.”.

kERALA CoUpLE iNviTES iNdiAN ARmy 
To THEiR wEddiNG, SEE THE RESpoNSE 

Woman with gender dyphoria 
transforms into a man

CHoiCES 

A 34-year-old woman from Uttar 
Pradesh with a condition called Gen-
der Dyphoria underwent gender reas-
signment surgery at a private hospital 
in Delhi and successfully transformed 
into a man, doctors at the facility said.

The Department of Plastic and Cos-
metic Surgery, at Sir Ganga Ram Hos-
pital, received a case of a 34-year-old 
female, Gayatri, (name changed), who 
wanted to get completely transformed 
into a man.

By all proportions and psychiatric 
evaluations, it was found that although 
the patient was female, mentally she 
was a male, a condition called Gender 
Dysphoria.

The woman successfully completed 
her gender change surgery two months 
back, the hospital said. Gayatri under-
went bilateral breast removal in 2017 
and uterus, ovary, and vaginal removal 
in 2019. She had been on male hormone 
replacement therapy since 2016.

According to doctors, when Gayatri 
arrived at the hospital, she had all male 
characteristics, including a beard, hair 
on the chest, a male voice, and male be-
haviours.

“We decided to perform penile recon-
struction (phalloplasty) for complete 
male transformation by the state-of-
the-art microsurgical technique of tis-
sue transfer. Our aim was to give good 
shape, length, urethra (to pass urine) 
and erotic sensation to the patient,” 
said Dr Bheem Singh Nanda, Senior 
Consultant, Department of Plastic and 
Cosmetic Surgery, Ganga Ram Hospi-
tal. 

Of all the techniques, we chose the 
forearm as a donor for penile recon-
struction.  This was a challenging sur-
gery as the penis was fabricated on the 
forearm with the preservation of ves-
sels and all the important nerves. The 
next step was to implant the recon-
structed penis from the forearm to the 
genital area of the patient.

“The second challenge was to join 
the urethra (urine tube) and then con-

nect the vessels to establish the blood 
circulation again in the reconstructed 
penis. The last and the most important 
step was to join the nerves of the recon-
structed penis with the erotic nerves 
(Pudendal nerve and nerve to clitoris) 
which is the most important pre-req-
uisite for a penile implant and sexual 
satisfaction later,” Dr Nanda said.

According to a statement by the hospi-
tal, the surgery was completed success-
fully and took about eight hours with 
minimal blood loss.

Six weeks post-surgery, the patient 
is completely male with 5 inches of the 
male sexual organ (penis). Now Gayatri 
is Mahesh and passes urine in a stand-
ing position and uses a male urinal, the 
hospital said.

Mahesh is now married to Shalini, 
“who has been the love of his life since 
his student days.”

“Phalloplasty has matured consider-
ably over the last decades in terms of 
reconstructive options and technical 
refinements, thanks to increasing rec-
ognition of gender dysphoria. The pri-
mary goals of performing a phalloplas-
ty are to facilitate sexual penetration, 
protective sensation, orgasm, standing 
micturition, and natural aesthetics, ide-
ally in a few stages", Dr Nanda said.
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THE iNCoRRECT wAy 
To vACATioN

GET 30,000 EURoS To movE To THiS CiTy iN iTALy

AmUSiNG 

TRAvEL

A man in Florida has left the 
internet quite amused by his 
actions. A man identified 
as Zachary Seth Murdock 
recently broke into a house, 
took a nice warm bath and 
nap, and even made himself 
a nice cup of coffee!

According to the Escam-
bia County Sheriff’s Office, 
the man, whom the police 
have now arrested, had bro-
ken the front door’s glass to 
access the vacant vacation 
rental.

Soon after breaking in, he 
used the bathroom, napped 
in the bedroom, and even 
made himself “a nice cup of 
coffee” and left the mug on 
the back porch.

The police shared a post on 
Facebook and even called it 
“The Incorrect Way to Va-
cay.” 

They wrote, “The suspect 
had smashed the glass on 
the porch door, entered the 
unoccupied vacation rental, 
used the bathtub, slept in 
the bedroom, made himself 

a nice cup of coffee in a mug , 
and filled the kitchen trash-
can with trash (including his 
bus ticket stub). 

They further added, "Let’s 
just say he was not the type 
of criminal to try to cover his 
tracks and was identified 
as Zachary Seth Murdock 
(DOB: 11/18/93).”

That evening, the police 
were called to investigate 
another burglary at a dif-
ferent residence in the same 
neighborhood.

In recent years, many towns 
all around Italy have been 
competing to introduce new 
initiatives and ideas aimed at 
enticing people to come and 
live there.

In a bid to resuscitate their 
fortunes, there has been a 
frenzy of competition, with 
residences ranging from 
run-down structures go-
ing for less than a dollar to 
ready-to-move-in properties 

being sold for rock-bottom 
prices, as per CNN.

The most recent player 
to enter the game with a 
tempting offer is the charm-
ing town of Presicce in the 
sunny region of Puglia.

According to CNN, the of-
ficials have informed that 
the authorities have come 
up with quite a great deal as 
per which anyone wanting 
to move there will receive 
up to 30,000 euros which is 
equivalent to more than INR 
25 lakhs (current day conver-

sion rate).  CNN has reported 
that the money is being given 
to purchase an empty home 

and take up residency.
Even better, the homes in-

cluded in the agreement are 

available for sale for as little 
as 25,000 euros. 

They were long abandoned 
by their original owners, just 
like other inexpensive hous-
es for sale all around Italy.

Additionally, the loca-
tion is fantastic, being close 
to Santa Maria di Leuca’s 
powder beaches and crys-
tal-clear waters while being 
surrounded by the Salento 
region’s natural beauty in 
the heel of Italy.

According to CNN, Provi-
dence officials are hoping 

that the promise of a finan-
cial incentive will revitalise 
their depopulating town, 
where there are fewer new-
borns each year.

“There are many empty 
homes in the historical cen-
tre that were built before 
1991 that we would like to 
see brought back to life with 
new residents,” said local 
councillor Alfredo Palese 
to CNN. The town hall had 
previously introduced sev-
eral programmes to entice 
inhabitants,
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FivE pLACES wHERE iNdiAN 
RUpEE wiLL mAkE yoU FEEL RiCH
Given that our Indian currency is weak in compar-
ison to the currencies of the majority of european 
nations, we usually gripe about how expensive 
travelling abroad is. even though it may not be as 
valuable as the dollar or the pound, the Indian ru-
pee is nevertheless more robust than many other 
global currencies. here is a list of five nations 
where you can travel and spend more money with 
Indian currency.

CoSta riCa (1 iNr = 8.15 ColoNS)
Due to its rich biodiversity, Costa rica is 
a must-visit destination. It is an island 
paradise where you can live out all of 
your Caribbean fantasies, including sip-

ping Pina Coladas, lounging on the beach, and 
flashing your rupee bills. In this area, one rupee is 
equivalent to 8.15 colons.

paraguay (1 iNr = 74.26 
guaraNi)
with Indian rupees, this country is full 
of excitement, breathtaking scenery, 
and reasonably priced places. You can 

engage in a variety of activities and feel afflu-
ent without burning a hole in your pocket. The 
welcoming people make it one of the best travel 
destinations on the globe.

iCelaNd (1 iNr = 1.87 iCelaNdiC 
KroNa)
Iceland’s captivating island nations 
are among the most beautiful places 
on earth, and it is a place where the 

Indian rupee will make you feel incredibly wealthy. 
Glaciers, lagoons, waterfalls, black sand beaches, 
and the breathtaking northern lights are some of 
the area’s top tourist attractions.

taNzaNia (1 iNr = 33 SHilliNgS) 
Tanzania is a country in Africa and one 
of the finest travel destinations for all 
nature enthusiasts, as well as the na-
tion with the lowest country rates. It is 

home to the endless wildness of the Serengeti, 
Kilimanjaro, and a spectacular variety of animals.

BelaruS (1 iNr  = 216 ruBleS)
This country in eastern europe is a good 
place to start. You won’t know where 
you are if you stroll along the roads with 
the red-brick buildings on either side. 

Choose this as your next travel destination be-
cause it has the most affordable public transpor-
tation system in europe. one rupee is equivalent 
to 216 rubles in Belarus, which is definitely going 
to make you feel prosperous.

— SImrAN SINGh

Costa Rica

Invitation sent to Indian Army. 

Presicce in Italy.

Zachary Seth murdock
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India is one of the nine nations that produces 90% of the world’s coal which contributes to global warming and land erosion.

Source: Unsplash

Narendra Modi and Francois Hollande announced the launch of the International Solar Alliance at COP-21 in Paris, France.

Source: Wikimedia
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new delhi statistically speaking

IndIa rankS eIghth on 
the ClImate Change 
PerformanCe Index
India improved its performance on 

the Climate Change Performance 
Index (CCPI) 2023, climbing up 

two spots to secure the eighth position 

out of the 63 countries in the index. 
this comes days after the country an-
nounced its roadmap to net zero emis-
sions by 2070 during the United na-
tions Climate Change Conference, 2022 
(CoP27). the report also highlighted 
that while the country is on track to 

meet its 2030 emission target (compat-
ible with -2 degree Celsius scenario), its 
renewable energy pathway is not on 
track. let us take a closer look into the 
CCPI, how other countries performed 
on the same and what the road to 2030 
and 2070 looks like for India. 

Shreya MaSkara

What is the CCPi? 
the CCPI tracks countries’ efforts to combat climate change and is an independent monitoring tool which aims to enhance 
transparency in international climate politics and enables comparison of climate protection efforts and progress made by 
individual countries. the CCPI report has been published every year since 2005 by three non-government organisations, 
namely the germanwatch, newClimate Institute and the Climate action network. the report tracks the climate performance 
of 59 countries as well as all countries in the european Union, which overall account for 92% of all the greenhouse gas (ghg) 
emissions in the world.

the rankings for the CCPI are based on standard criteria of 14 indicators across four major categories. these include renew-
able energy (which accounts for 20% of the overall score), greenhouse gas emissions (40%), climate change policy (20%), 
and energy use (20%). the assessment of any country’s performance is based majorly (80%) on qualitative data from the 
International energy agency (Iea), Paris reality Check (PrImaP), the food and agriculture organization (fao), and the 
national greenhouse gas inventories submitted to the United nations framework Convention on Climate Change. due to 
data availability in the past, CCPI was calculated using data recorded two years prior to the year of the report (until 2022). 
however, CCPI 2023 uses ghg emission data for 2021 (in conjunction with numerical estimation and extrapolation) to avoid 
the effects of the 2020 CoVId-19 pandemic on emissions. 

Perhaps one of the biggest challenges for the creation of a country-related composite index is the vast diversity of countries 
regarding geographical pre-conditions, historic responsibilities and economic capabilities. Calculating emissions is a great 
challenge for the CCPI, as the Iea data on energy-related emissions only includes emissions from the burning of fossil fuels. 
direct emissions released in the process of conveyance are not accounted for. 
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Weather monitoring stations in India that detect climate change and can anticipate upcoming changes to the environment.

India is on track to achieve its 2030 goal of 450 gigawatt of renewable energy.

Source: Outlook India

Source: Wikimedia

The Gujarat floods in 2017 due to heavy rains took hundreds of lives and left thousands displaced.

Source: Wikimedia

Contributing reports by Muskan 
Agrawal, Research Associate at 
Polstrat, Aditi Agrawal, Kajol Sharma, 
and Meherin Singh Kalsey, Research 
Interns at Polstrat

As per CCPI 2023, India secured 
the eighth rank out of all 63 na-
tions, while securing a “high” rat-
ing in the categories of greenhouse 
gas emissions and energy use. It 
also received a “medium” rating in 
the categories of climate policy and 
renewable energy. India’s rank on 
the CCPI has improved since 2021, 
where it placed on the tenth spot. 
This is majorly due to the fact that 
the country has made substantial 
progress towards its 2030 targets 
set during the Paris Climate Ac-
cords. These targets include cutting 
emissions by 45% to reduce global 
warming to 1.5 degree celsius. Over-
all, India placed ninth in the GHG 
emissions and energy use category, 
while it placed eighth in the climate 
policy category. Its worst perfor-
mance was in the renewable en-
ergy category, where it secured the 
twenty-fourth spot. The report also 
highlighted that while the country 
is on track to meet its 2030 emis-
sion target (compatible with -2 de-
gree Celsius scenario), its renewable 
energy pathway is not on track for 
the 2030 target. 

India is the world’s fourth big-
gest emitter of carbon dioxide after 

China, the United States and the 
European Union. However, due 
to its huge population, its emis-
sions per capita are often much 
lower than any other major world 
economies. India emitted 1.9 tonnes 
of CO2 per head of population in 
2019, compared to 15.5 tonnes for 
the US and 12.5 tonnes for Russia 
that year. India has updated two 
of its five commitments made dur-
ing the Paris Agreement to combat 
climate change, including reduc-
ing the emissions intensity of its 
GDP by 45% by 2030, as well as to 
get 50% of its electricity from non-
fossil fuel sources by 2030. In 2021, 
during the Glasgow COP26 summit, 
the country also set a net zero target 
after years of rejecting calls for the 
same. Net zero, or becoming carbon 
neutral, means not adding to the 
amount of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere. 

According to a report released by 
former Australian prime minister 
Kevin Rudd and others titled “Get-
ting India Net Zero Report”, the 
country will require an economy-
wide investment of $10.1 trillion 
from now to achieve its net zero 
emission target by 2070. India has 

been actively working on formulat-
ing a Long-Term Low Greenhouse 
Gas Emission Development Strate-
gies (LT-LEDS) paper, a climate ac-
tion document that will spell out the 
country’s roadmap to net zero. This 
was formally released last week at 
the COP27 Climate Conference in 
Egypt, by Minister for Environ-
ment, Forest, and Climate Change 
Bhupender Yadav. The strategy 
calls for the investigation of a “sig-
nificantly greater” role for nuclear 
power, which it claims is currently 
saving the country approximately 
41 million tonnes of CO2 emissions 
annually and providing 3% of its 
electricity generation. India has ac-
celerated the e-mobility transition 
by adopting electric and hybrid ve-
hicle manufacturing schemes.

Another major challenge for the 
country is increasing the capacity of 
renewable energy. 

According to the CEA, India was 
meeting 9.2% of its electricity gen-
eration from renewables in 2019. 
By 2021, with an increase in renew-
able energy capacity to 102 GW, the 
generation had increased to roughly 
12%. This needs to be increased to 
50 per cent (500 GW) to meet the 

2030 targets. Currently, roughly 
60 GW of coal thermal power is 
under construction and in the pipe-
line. According to CEA, India’s coal 
capacity will be 266 GW by 2030, 
and the country has stated that it 
will not invest in coal production 
beyond this capacity. The Indian 
government has rolled out a range 
of policy instruments to support 
the development and deployment of 
renewable energy technologies and 
energy savings, including a Green 
Hydrogen Policy and an amend-
ment to the National Energy Con-
servation Act of 2001. 

How did india perform? 

wHat were tHe main findings of tHe 2023 report?
One of the main findings of the 2023 report is that the CCPI 
leaves the first three places in the index empty as “no country 
performed well enough in all index categories to achieve an 
overall very high rating”. Denmark placed at number four, 
followed by Sweden at number five and Chile at number six. 
Some of the key developments recorded in 2023 include that 
CO2 emissions rebounded in 2021,  increasing by 6% and 
reaching a record high after a sharp 5.2 per cent drop in 2020. 
Despite the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, renewable 
energy capacities continue to expand at a high pace amidst the 
economic recovery from the pandemic. In 2021, 257 GW of ca-
pacity was installed globally, despite supply chain challenges. 

The COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent slowdown of 
economic activity led to a 4% decrease in energy demand 
in 2020. However, this demand was expected to rebound 
strongly in 2021, given the increase in economic activity. 
Global energy demand did rebound, increasing 4% in 2021, 
and returned to pre-pandemic levels. 

However, due to the energy crisis which has resulted due 
to the Russia-Ukraine war, climate policy has faded into the 
background this year. For 2022, Australia is the only G20 
country to increase the ambition of its National Determined 
Contribution (NDC). Brazil and India did not increase their 

targets with their new NDCs. The UN United in Science Re-
port also states that the progress in NDC improvement is 
insufficient for keeping 1.5°C in reach. 

Overall, the countries that had the worst ranking were 
Iran, Saudi Arabia and Kazakhstan. All of these countries 
were ranked particularly poorly in renewable energy and are 
heavily reliant on oil as a source of energy. Chile, on the other 
hand, is one of the highest performing countries in this year’s 
CCPI, having moved up three ranks to sixth place. The coun-
try adopted a climate change framework law this year that 
includes a commitment to reach net-zero by 2050, including 
policies to implement this target. The country with the weak-
est performance in climate policy is Russia with the lowest 
score of 0.0. Turkey, Hungary and Brazil also performed very 
poorly in this category. In the category of renewable energy 
growth, Norway received a very high rating for the second 
year in a row. Countries that performed very poorly in this 
category were Algeria, Iran and Russia. Colombia, Egypt, and 
the Philippines are the three countries from the Global South 
which are leading the category of energy use. China is the 
largest emitter as per the report, having dropped 13 ranks 
in 2023, followed by the United States, which is the second 
largest emitter (ranked 52). 
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HOCKEY SPREADING WINGS 

Beauty Dungdung, a part of 
the Indian Junior Women’s 
Hockey Team that finished 
in the fourth position at the 
Junior World Cup held in 
South Africa in 2021, said 
that it was her dream to get 
selected for the senior side.

Indian Women’s Hockey 
Team is set to travel to Valen-
cia, Spain, for the FIH Hock-
ey Women’s Nations Cup 
being held for the first time 
in 2022. The FIH Women’s 
Nations Cup is an important 
fixture in the international 
calendar as it brings in a 
system of promotion-rele-
gation, where the Champi-
ons will be promoted to the 
FIH Hockey Women’s Pro 
League’s 2023-2024 season. 

India are grouped in pool B 
along with Canada, Japan 
and South Africa. The other 
teams in the fray are Ireland, 
Italy, Korea and Spain who 
are grouped in pool A.

Speaking on her selection 
for the first time in the In-
dian Senior Women’s Team, 
Beauty was quoted as say-
ing in a Hockey India press 
release, “I am really happy 
about getting my name into 
the team. I was not expecting 
this as there are a lot of good 
players at the training camp. 
I was really surprised. I am 
grateful that my hard work 
is paying off.”

“It was my dream to get se-
lected for the Indian Senior 
Women’s Hockey Team. So, 
I am very happy about this,” 
she added.

B e a u t y,  w h o  h a i l s 

from Simdega district in 
Jharkhand, began her hock-
ey journey when she was 
just around 6-7 years. The 
school where she was study-
ing required every student 
to bring their hockey sticks, 

and hence she used to carry 
one each day.

“Growing up, I received a 
lot of support from my fam-
ily to pursue the sport, espe-
cially my father who really 
encouraged me. I learned 

a lot about the sport from 
him. Soon, I started playing 
hockey from the hostel in 
our region,” she said.

In 2016, Beauty competed 
in her first U14 Nationals. 
The following year, she com-
peted in her first sub-junior 
national before being invited 
to compete in the senior dis-
trict national in 2019. Beauty 
was selected for the Indian 
Junior Women’s National 
Camp the same year.

“My first tour with the Ju-
nior Women’s team was in 
2019 in Ireland. Then, I trav-
elled to Belarus and Austra-
lia in the same year. In 2021, 
I travelled with the team to 
Chile. And then this year, I 
received the opportunity to 
travel for the FIH Hockey 
Women’s Junior World Cup 
South Africa 2021,” she said.

 WITH WEST INDIES, USA AS CO-HOST

ENGLAND DOWN UNDER

Australia thrash England 
by 221 runs; take series 3-0

Openers Travis Head and 
David Warner struck cen-
turies and shared a record 
269-run stand while spin-
ner Adam Zampa claimed 
4-31 as Australia consigned 
England to their heaviest 
defeat, by 221 runs via D/L 
method, in the third and fi-
nal ODI match of the series 
at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground here on Tuesday.

Travis Head hammered 
152 (130 balls, 16 x4, 4x6) 
while  David Warner 
slammed 106 off 102 de-
liveries (8x4, 2x6) as Aus-
tralia posted a mammoth 
355/5 in a match reduced 
to 48 overs due to rain.

England, chasing a re-
vised target of 364 from 
48 overs, never got going 
and lost wickets at regular 
intervals as Zampa (4-31), 
Pat Cummins (2-25), and 
Sean Abbott (2-45) helped 
the hosts bowl out Eng-
land for 142 in 31.4 overs 
to hand their archrivals 
biggest defeat ever in 50-
Over format. A number 
of records fell at the MCG 
on Tuesday as Head and 
Warner put England to 
the sword with a brilliant 
opening partnership. Dur-
ing their 269-run partner-
ship for the first wicket, the 
pair came narrowly close to 
breaking their own record 
for the highest opening 
partnership by Australia in 

Men’s ODIs, almost beating 
the 284 they scored against 
Pakistan at the Adelaide 
Oval in 2017.

It was the ninth biggest 
stand in the history of 
Men’s ODI cricket and eas-
ily surpassed the 182 that 
West Indies greats Gordon 
Greenidge and Desmond 
Haynes scored against 
the Aussies way back in 
1981 as the largest opening 
partnership at the iconic 
Melbourne venue.

They also overtook the 
252 that Australian leg-
ends Ricky Ponting and 
Adam Gilchrist managed 
for the highest partner-
ship for any wicket at the 
MCG and are now just one 
of two pairs -- along with 
India’s Sachin Tendulkar 
and Sourav Ganguly -- to 
have combined for more 
than two partnerships of 
greater than 250 in ODI 
cricket.

Warner and Head have 
hit 795 runs at a phenome-
nal average of 113.57 in their 

seven innings at the top of 
Australia’s one-day line-
up, with Travis Head now 
firmly in the box seat to be 
Aaron Finch’s long-term 
replacement following the 
former captain’s ODI re-
tirement in September.

Warner was eventually 
out for 106 in the 39th over, 
while Head followed suit 
for an ODI career-best 152 
just three Olly Stone deliv-
eries later.

England suffered an early 
blow with batter Phil Salt 
concussed while diving 
unsuccessfully in the ninth 
over to try and prevent one 
of Warner’s 10 boundaries 
and was eventually subbed 
out for Moeen Ali during 
the rain delay.

Brief scores: Australia 
355/5 in 40 overs (Travis 
Head 152, David Warner 
106; Olly Stone 4-85) beat 
England 142 all out in 31.4 
overs (Jason Roy 33; Adam 
Zampa 4-31, Pat Cummins 
2-25, Sean Abbot 2-45) by 
221 runs via D/L method.

The hosts outclassed their arch-rivals in all the three ODIs. 

20 teams to be divided in four 
groups in ICC T20 WC 2024

The 2024 edition of ICC 
men’s T20 World Cup in 
West Indies and USA will 
be played in a new format 
as compared to the previous 
two tournaments, with 20 
participating teams being 
divided into four groups of 
five side each.

As per ESPNCricinfo, 
with this, the first round 
that used to take before the 
Super 12 stage in 2021 and 
2022 editions will now be 
done away with. The top 
two teams from each group 
will advance to the Super 
Eight stage, where all the 
teams will get divided into 
two groups of four each. The 

top two teams of these two 
groups will qualify for semi-
final. Following this, the final 
will take place.

In the previous two edi-
tions in 2021 and 2022, the 
first round featured eight 
teams that came into the 
tournament through quali-
fication and teams that 
finished between ninth 
and 12th position in previ-
ous T20 WC. These eight 
teams were divided into two 
groups of four each. Top two 
teams from these two groups 
joined other teams in the Su-
per 12 phase.

12 teams have qualified for 
the 2024 T20 World Cup. 
USA and West Indies at-
tained automatically quali-
fication as the hosts of the 

tournament. 
Reigning champions Eng-

land, runners-up Pakistan, 
India, New Zealand, Aus-
tralia, Sri Lanka, South Af-
rica and Netherlands have 
also qualified after finishing 
within the top eight of the 
2022 edition.

Afghanistan and Bangla-
desh are the other two teams 
who have qualified as they 
were the next-best teams in 
the ICC T20I rankings on 
the cut-off date of Novem-
ber 14. Eight spots are still up 
for grabs and will be taken 
through the qualifiers.

England are the current 
T20 World Cup champions, 
having beaten Pakistan. 
With this, they won their 
2nd ICC T20 World Cup title.

‘IT WAS MY DREAM TO PLAY FOR SENIOR WOMEN’S TEAM’ 
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 NAPIER T20 INTERNATIONAL

RAIN-MARRED 3RD T20I ENDS IN TIE 
AS INDIA WIN SERIES AGAINST KIWIS

Heavy rain inter-
rupted play with 
Team India scor-

ing just enough for a tie in 
the final T20 against New 
Zealand here and walking 
away with a series win in 
the three-match series.

Duckworth-Lewis meth-
od was employed as the 
rain did not allow play after 
India had scored 75/4 in 9 
overs chasing a target of 161 
runs. With the first match 
having been washed away 
due to rain and India having 
won the second match, the 
Hardik Pandya led-team 
clinched the series 1-0. This 
is the second time India has 
won a T20 series under the 
leadership of Pandya. In-
dia had earlier won a series 
against West Indies under 
his leadership earlier this 
year.

Chasing 161, the visitors 
did not get the best of starts 
losing opener Ishan Kishan 
dismissed by Adam Milne 
for 10 in the second over 
as they lost the first wicket 
with only 13 runs on the 
board.

Rishabh Pant looked dan-
gerous in his short stay but 
was dismissed in the very 
next over by Tim Southee 
for 11 of 5 balls. In the very 

next ball Shreyas Iyer was 
sent packing to leave India 
tottering at 21/3.

India desperately needed 
a partnership and skip-
per Hardik Pandya and 
Suryakumar Yadav did just 
that by taking India’s total 
beyond 50-run mark in 4.4 
overs.

India went on to score 58 
runs with the loss of three 
wickets in six overs of pow-
erplay. Ish Sodhi was intro-
duced into the attack and 
he broke the 39-run part-
nership.

Deepak Hooda walked out 
to join his skipper Hardik 
Pandya and the duo took In-
dia’s total to 75/4 in 9 overs. 
Rain then interrupted the 
play and it started pouring 
heavily forcing the umpires 
to call off the match.

India’s score of 75/4 in 9 
overs was on par with the 
Kiwis as per Duckworth-
Lewis method.

Mohammed Siraj was 
declared as ‘Player of the 
Match’ while Suryakumar 
Yadav was named ‘Player 
of the Series’.

Earlier in the day, New 
Zealand won the toss and 
opted to bat first. New Zea-
land faced a jolt in the sec-
ond over as pacer Arshdeep 
Singh trapped Finn Allen 
leg-before-wicket for just 
three runs off four balls. NZ 
was 9/1 in 1.3 overs.

Mark Chapman joined 
Devon Conway, the other 
opener. Both started to hit 
Indian bowlers with some 
clean strikes. Conway in 
general looked aggressive, 
smashing Arshdeep for two 

fours and a six in the fourth 
over.

The duo were slowly 
building a good partnership 
but Chapman found Arsh-
deep at mid-on on Moham-
med Siraj’s second delivery 
of the spell. Chapman was 
back for 12 off 12 balls. Kiwis 
were reduced to 44/2 in 5.2 
overs.

Glenn Phillips joined Con-
way. At the end of six overs, 
NZ was at 46/2, with Phil-
lips (1*) and Conway (23*) 
unbeaten.

Phillips and Conway 
brought up their fifty-run 
stand in 43 balls. In the 
second half of the innings, 
Phillips upped his run rate, 
smashing Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Yuzvendra Chahal 
and Harshal Patel for fours 
and sixes. Conway brought 

up his half-century in 39 
balls, while Phillips brought 
up his eighth T20I fifty in 
just 31 balls.

At the end of 15 overs, the 
Kiwis scorecard was much 
healthier at 129/2, with Phil-
lips (53*) and Conway (54*) 
still on the crease.

The 86-run partnership 
between the duo came to 
an end as Siraj dismissed 
Phillips for 54 off 33 balls. 
New Zealand was at 130/3 
in 15.5 overs.

Arshdeep also took an-
other wicket quickly, send-
ing back Conway for 59 off 
49 balls. Kiwis was at 146/4 
in 16.4 overs.

India continued to make a 
comeback in the match. As 
the pair of Siraj and Pant 
dismissed a dangerous 
James Neesham for a duck. 
In 17.1 overs, NZ had lost five 
wickets for 147 runs.

Mitchell Santner was Sir-
aj’s fourth wicket, he was 
back in the pavilion for just 
one.

Brief Scores: New Zea-
land: 160 in 19.4 overs 
(Devon Conway 59, Glenn 
Phillips 54, Mohammad 
Siraj 4/17, Arshdeep Singh 
4/37) vs India 75/4 in 9 
overs (Hardik Pandya 30*, 
Suryakumar Yadav 13; Tim 
Southee 2/27).
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The Hardik Pandya-captained Team India sealed the 3-match T20I series 1-0.
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Beauty Dungdung hails from tribal-dominated Jharkhand.

INDIA POCKET T20I SERIES

We don’t mind getting a trophy: Hardik 

The third and final T20I 
between New Zealand and 
India being played at Napi-
er was called off due to rain 
and as per the Duckworth-
Lewis method the match 
ended in a tie with India at 
75/4 in 9 overs in reply to 
hosts 160.

“We would have liked to 
won this game, but that is 
how it is. We don’t mind 
getting a trophy and going 
back with a win,” said In-
dian T20I captain Hardik 
Pandya in the post-match 
presentation ceremony.

Captain Hardik Pandya 
walked out to bat when In-
dia were tottering at 21/3 in 
2.5 overs needing another 
140 more runs to win and 
the right-hand batter was 
unbeaten at 30 off 18 balls 
hitting three fours and one 
six when rain interrupted 
the play. Pandya was also 
involved in a 39-run part-
nership with Suryakumar 
Yadav to partially rescue 
the situation.

“Offence is the best de-
fence on this wicket. They 
have a good bowling attack 
and it was important we 
went ahead in the power 

play even though we lost 
a few wickets,” explained 
Hardik Pandya.

Hardik Pandya was un-
beaten with Deepak Hoo-

da who was batting on 9. 
After these two Harshal 
Patel and Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar were supposed to 
come and bat, India needed 
86 more runs to win in 11 
overs.

“A game like this would 
have given the opportu-
nity to the rest of the bat-
ters. I would have liked 
to play the 20 overs, and 
would have liked to win it 
that way but these things 
can’t be controlled,” said 
Pandya.

After leading India to 
three-match T20 series 
against New Zealand, 
Hardik Pandya will head 
home and the Indian ODI 
team will be led by Shikhar 
Dhawan.

“Will be good to watch, 
yes. I am going home, will 
be with my son and should 
be a good series,” told Pan-
dya.

This is the second time 
when Hardik Pandya has 
led India to a T20 series 
win as a skipper show-
ing his potential as a  
future leader.

Hardik Pandya is likely to take over as full-time T20I captain.
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MANAGING INTERNATIONAL WORKLOAD

AHEAD OF BBL: LIVINGSTONE PULLS 
OUT OF MELBOURNE RENEGADES
England all-rounder and 
T20 specialist Liam Living-
stone has pulled out of the 
upcoming edition of Aus-
tralia’s Big Bash League 
(BBL) for Melbourne Rene-
gades because of increased 
international workload.

The Renegades were ex-
pecting the 29-year-old to 
be available for the first 
eight matches of the tour-
nament, beginning on De-
cember 13, but have been 
left “disappointed” by the 
decision.

A statement issued by the 
Renegades said on Tues-
day, “The Melbourne Ren-
egades can confirm Liam 
Livingstone has with-
drawn from BBL-12. Liv-
ingstone, part of England’s 
recent T20 World Cup suc-
cess, was selected by the 
Renegades with pick one 
in the inaugural BBL Over-
seas Draft. It was expected 

he would be available for 
the first eight matches of 
the tournament.

“Livingstone’s interna-
tional commitments have 
increased since the Draft. 
He was added to England’s 
Test squad for a series in 
December, with West In-
dian all-rounder Andre 
Russell signed in his place 
for the first four matches of 
the BBL. 

Due to his increased 
workload, Livingstone has 

now withdrawn from the 
remainder of the tourna-
ment,” the statement read.

“We’re obviously dis-
appointed that we won’t 
have Liam as part of our 
team this summer, but we 
understand his decision,” 
Melbourne Renegades 
General Manager, James 
Rosengarten, said.

“Liam is a fantastic crick-
eter and there’s a reason 
we used our first pick in 
the draft to select him. 

Since then, his schedule 
has changed with added 
international duties and 
we wish him the best as he 
pushes for a Test debut.

“We know Liam had been 
looking forward to work-
ing with our head coach, 
David Saker, and playing 
for our club. 

Hopefully, we can make 
that happen in the coming 
seasons.

“We have been in regular 
communication with Liam 
and his management over 
the last couple of months, 
which has allowed us to 
execute a plan that is best 
for the Renegades for this 
season.

“We’ve already secured 
Andre Russell for the first 
four matches and know the 
match-winning ability he 
will add to our team.

“This news has allowed 
us to explore replacement 
options with greater avail-
ability beyond the first half 
of the tournament.”

Liam Livingstone has been a crucial asset to Renegades’ fortunes.
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Saudi Arabia stunned 
two-time champion 
Argentina 2-1 in a 

Group C FIFA World Cup 
tie played here at the Lusail 
stadium.

Argentina got off to a 
great start as Lionel Messi 
converted a penalty in the 
10th minute to give his side 
a 1-0 lead. Playing in his 
fifth World Cup, Messi beat 
Saudi Arabia’s goalkeeper 
Mohammed Al-Owais to 
find the net. The Argentines 
also had three goals ruled 
out for offside as they went 
into halftime with a 1-0 lead.

The second half was a 
different story altogether, 
as 51st-ranked team Saudi 
Arabia came with new vigor, 
with Saleh Al-Shehri scor-
ing a goal for them to level 
the score at 1-1. Al-Shehri 
squeezed a low shot into the 
nets.

Five minutes later, the Sau-
dis took the lead as Salem Al-
Dawsari tapped in a goal in 
the 53rd minute to give them 
a crucial 2-1 lead.

Despite a lot of possession 
after conceding the goal, the 
two-time champions were 
unable to level the score. 

Saudi’s goalkeeper Moham-
med Al-Owais made many 
important saves, and their 
defence also stood tall in the 
match’s dying moments.

Abdulelah Al Amri was 
awarded the “Player of the 

Match” award for his bril-
liant performance.

Lionel Scaloni’s Argentina 
came into the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 as one of the favor-
ites. Saudi Arabia broke Ar-
gentina’s 36-match unbeaten 

streak, including winning 
the Copa America 2021.

The two-time champions 
had 69 percent of the ball 
to Saudi Arabia’s 31 per-
cent. There were six shots 
on target for Argentina in 

comparison to Saudi Arabia, 
who had just two.

The Argentines will face 
Mexico on Saturday in their 
next Group C match, while 
Saudi Arabia will take on 
Poland.

SHOCKING UPSET
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SAUDI ARABIA STUNS FAVORITES 
ARGENTINA IN 2-1 DEFEAT

Saudi Arabia player vies for the ball during the Group C match against Argentine at FIFA World Cup 2022 on Tuesday.

HALTED

Denmark held to 
goalless draw by Tunisia

Denmark hit the woodwork 
in the second half as they 
were held to a 0-0 draw by 
Tunisia in their Group D 
World Cup opener at the 
Education City Stadium 
which will not live long in the 
memory. Against a backdrop 
of raucous noise provided by 
the thousands of Tunisian 

fans in the stands, Issam Je-
bali had a goal ruled out for 
offside in the 23rd minute but 
it was Denmark who provid-
ed most of the attacking foot-
ball in the first half.

The Danes upped the tempo 
in the second, with Christian 
Eriksen firing a rasping left-
foot shot that was saved by 
goalkeeper Aymen Dahmen 
in the 69th minute, and An-

dreas Cornelius hit the post 
with a header from the result-
ing corner.

Tunisia defended resolutely 
and threatened on the coun-
ter as the Danes struggled to 
break them down, and in the 
end their fans were delighted 
with a point that sets them up 
for their next game against 
Australia, while Denmark 
face France.

Denmark’s Christian Eriksen vies for the ball during the match against Tunisia in the World Cup.
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SCOPE FOR IMPROVEMENT

NOT SATISFIED WITH OUR MESSY BALL POSSESSION: NETHERLANDS MANAGER
Following the win over 
Senegal in the FIFA World 
Cup opener, Netherlands 
manager Louis van Gaal 
said that he was not satis-
fied with his side’s “shoddy 
and messy” ball posses-
sion.

Late goals from Cody 
Gakpo and Davy Klaassen 
guided a spirited Neth-
erlands to a 2-0 victory 
over Senegal in the Group 
A match here at Al Thu-
mama Stadium. “We were 
shoddy and messy in pos-
session, but we gave away 
very little,” said van Gaal, 
as quoted by Sky Sports.

“We gave away very few 
chances, but I was not sat-
isfied with ball possession 
on our side; we were inac-

curate and ran with the ball 
too much,” he added.

The manager also ques-
tioned FIFA on their deci-
sion to stop captains, in-
cluding Virgil van Dijk of 
the Dutch side, from wear-
ing the ‘One Love’ armband 
to send out a message of 
anti-discrimination and 
support for the LGBTQ 
community.

“I do not want to answer 
political questions, but one 
thing is clear - we are not 
going to wear an armband 
if we are going to get a yel-
low card. We need to ask if 
this is a correct act on be-
half of FIFA. All of us need 
to ask if this is a proper act 
- this is crystal clear,” he 
added.

The Dutch were play-
ing their first World Cup 
match since 2014, failing 

to qualify for the tourna-
ment’s previous edition in 
Russia in 2018.

The contest was tight, 
and the two teams were 
unable to score for most 

of the match. The teams 
made several moves, but 
each time the ball missed 

the goal or was put out.
The breakthrough came 

for the Netherlands in the 

84th minute through a 
strike by Cody Gakpo.

The Netherlands had an 
opportunity to take the 
lead in the sixth minute 
as Cody Gakpo passed the 
ball to teammate Steven 
Bergwijn, whose attempt 
was blocked.

Dutch midfielder Frenkie 
de Jong failed to capitalise 
on another chance in the 
18th minute.

The Netherlands failed 
to convert their chances 
into goals, and the first half 
ended in a deadlock. While 
the Dutch team seemed to 
have an edge in the first 
half, it looked to have lost 
some steam in the second 
half.

Cody Gakpo’s goal was 
also a result of poor goal-
keeping by Eduard Mendy, 
as he went out to punch the 

ball and completely missed 
it. Gakpo’s header was on 
target as the Netherlands 
opened their account.

In stoppage time, Mem-
phis Depay’s shot forced 
Edouard Mendy to parry 
to Davy Klaassen, who pro-
vided a comfortable tap-in 
to make it 2-0 for the Neth-
erlands.

The Dutch are on top of 
Group A with Ecuador, 
which scored a 2-0 win 
over Qatar in the tourna-
ment’s opening match on 
Sunday.

There was not much to 
choose from in terms of ball 
possession, as the Nether-
lands had 53 percent in 
comparison to Senegal, 
which had 47. Senegal had 
four shots on target while 
the Netherlands had only 
three.
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Netherlands team players pose for a group photo ahead of their match against Senegal on Monday.

AFTER LOSS

Absence of Sadio Mane is a 
problem for us: Senegal manager

Following his side’s loss to 
the Netherlands in their FIFA 
World Cup 2022 opener, Sen-
egal manager Aliou Cisse said 
that the side is disappointed 
in not being able to score and 
that the absence of star striker 
Sadio Mane is a problem for 
them.

Late goals from Cody Gakpo 
and Davy Klaassen guided 
a spirited Netherlands to a 
2-0 victory over Senegal in 
the Group A match here at 
Al Thumama Stadium. “We 
are disappointed to not have 
scored, we had two or three 
very good chances. We needed 
to be more effective in front of 
the goal,” said Cisse, as quoted 
by Sky Sports after the match.

“Ismaila (Sarr) and Krepin 
(Diatta) are responsible there, 

but of course, the absence of 
Sadio (Mane)  is a problem for 
us... Our attackers are good 
and we know what they are 
capable of.”

“It was a challenging game... 
We need to work on it (scor-
ing goals) with Ismaila and 
the others. We expect a lot 
from him and Krepin,” he 
concluded.

Mane is not playing in this 
tournament due to an injury, 
though he was included in the 
squad initially.

The contest was tight, and 
the two teams were unable to 
score for the most part of the 
match. The teams made sev-
eral moves, but each time the 
ball missed the goal or was 
put out.

The breakthrough came for 
the Netherlands in the 84th 
minute through a strike by 
Cody Gakpo.

The Dutch were playing 
their first World Cup match 
since 2014, failing to qualify 
for the tournament’s previous 
edition in Russia in 2018.

The Netherlands had an 
opportunity to take the lead 
in the sixth minute as Cody 
Gakpo passed the ball to team-
mate Steven Bergwijn, whose 
attempt was blocked.

Dutch midfielder Frenkie 
de Jong failed to capitalise on 
another chance in the 18th 
minute.

The Netherlands failed to 
convert their chances into 
goals, and the first half ended 
in a deadlock. While the Dutch 
team seemed to have an edge 
in the first half, it looked to 
have lost some steam in the 
second half.

Cody Gakpo’s goal was also 
a result of poor goalkeeping 
by Eduard Mendy, as he went 
out to punch the ball and 
completely missed it. Gakpo’s 
header was on target as the 
Netherlands opened their ac-
count.

In stoppage time, Memphis 
Depay’s shot forced Edouard 
Mendy to parry to Davy 
Klaassen, who provided a 
comfortable tap-in to make it 
2-0 for the Netherlands.
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Sadia mane

GROUP F

AFRICAN GIANTS MOROCCO UP 
AGAINST 2018 RUNNERS-UP CROATIA 
To commence Group F 
group stage play, Morocco 
is set to take on Croatia at El 
Bayt Stadium. 

Morroco is coming into the 
World Cup with confidence 
after putting up a 3-0 against 
win Georgia with goals from 
Sofiane Boufal, Hakim Zi-
yech, and Youssef En-Nesyri. 
The goal by Chelsea’s Ziyech 
was impressive, scored from 
half field.

Morocco is 8-2-2 in the 
2022 season, putting away 
teams such as Ghana, Libe-
ria, and South Africa. Being 
the 22nd-ranked team in the 
world, they are sure to make 
it a competition.

Croatia on the other hand, 
is coming off a 1-0 win 

against Saudi Arabia on Nov. 
16. They are 6-1-2 in 2022. 
Croatia had stunning results 
in the summer, tying France 
on June 6 then beating them 
1-0 a week later in Nations 
League play.

With Croatia being the 12th 
ranked team in FIFA rank-
ings, they are sure to make 

this match interesting. Hav-
ing experienced Luka Mo-
dric will certainly help with 
their options for attacking 
play. The 37-year-old mid 
from Real Madrid shows 
no signs of slowing down, 
though this will most likely 
be his last World Cup.

Simply put, Croatia is 

playing better than Mo-
rocco. They have played 
tougher opponents overall 
and handled it better. Draw-
ing France and then beating 
them the following week in 
June is extremely important 
going into this and some-
thing to pay attention to. 

Croatia also has someone 
to be seen as the dark horse 
on the team and that player 
is Mateo Kovacic. The Chel-
sea mid does not get consis-
tent minutes for the club, but 
surely the duo between Mo-
dric and Kovacic will show 
up in a big way.

Considering Morocco’s loss 
to the United States, 1 of the 
major opponents it faced, 
there is risk in assuming 
it can keep up with a side 
that has patient midfielders  
like Croatia. 
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