
In an unprecedented 
move, the Supreme 
Court on Wednesday 

asked the Centre to produce 
today the files related to the 
appointment of former IAS 
officer Arun Goel as the 
Election Commissioner. 

“We would like you (Cen-
tre) to produce the files 
relating to the appoint-
ment of this officer. So that 
if you are in the right, as 
you claim, that there is no 
hanky-panky, then there 
is nothing to fear,” a five-
judge Constitution bench 
said. 

The bench, headed by Jus-

tice K.M. Joseph said that it 
wanted to understand the 
process that was followed 
in the appointment of the 
former bureaucrat as Elec-
tion Commissioner even 
as it was hearing a case re-
garding the procedure for 
such appointments. 

The bench also compris-
ing Justices Ajay Rastogi, 
Aniruddha Bose,  Hri-
shikesh Roy and C.T. Ravi-
kumar said that the court 
would like to know what 
mechanism was followed. 

Attorney General R Ven-
kataramani, appearing for 
the Centre, objected to the 
mixing up of the appoint-
ment of Goel with the larger 
issue of the appointment of 

CEC and Election Commis-
sioners (ECs) already being 
heard by the court. 

The apex court ’s  or-
der came after advocate 
Prashant Bhushan, ap-
pearing for the petitioner, 
brought up the issue of the 
appointment of Goel. 

Bhushan said that Goel 
was given a Voluntary Re-
tirement from Service on 
Thursday and his appoint-
ment was notified on 19 No-
vember. 

“Everybody who has 
been appointed as Election 
Commissioners are retired 
people. But he was a sitting 
Secretary in the Govern-
ment. Thursday this Court 
heard the arguments. Fri-

day he was given voluntary 
retirement. His appoint-
ment order was issued on 
Saturday or Sunday and on 
Monday he started work-
ing,” Bhushan argued. 

The bench then asked AG 
about the mechanism ad-
opted by the Centre for the 
appointment of the officer 
as EC. 

“What is the mechanism 
by which this officer was 
picked up Attorney Gen-
eral? Can it be made when 
the matter was being con-
sidered by this Court? The 
appointment was made 
when the matter was being 
considered by this Court,” 
Justice Joseph said add-
ing that the court wants 

to know whether the ap-
pointment was made when 
the Constitution bench was 
hearing the matter. 

Attorney General said 
there was no injunction 
against the appointments.  

The apex court was hear-
ing pleas challenging the 
constitutionality of the 
present appointment pro-
cess of CEC and ECs and 
contended that appoint-
ments were being made as 
per the whims and fancies 
of the executive. 

The petitions sought the 
creation of an independent 
collegium or selection com-
mittee for future appoint-
ments of CEC and two other 
ECs.
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A five-judge bench says it wants to know the mechanism 
by which the Election Commisioner was ‘picked up’

Chinese aggressive behav-
iour in the Indo-Pacific, 
South China Sea and along 
the borders with India 
figured prominently dur-
ing the meeting between 
Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh and his US coun-
terpart Defence Secretary 
Llyod Austin on the mar-
gins of the ASEAN Defence 
Ministers Meeting (ADMM 
Plus) meeting at Siem Reap 
in Cambodia.

Diplomatic sources told 
The Daily Guardian that 

the two defence ministers 
elaborately discussed dif-
ferent activities of the Chi-
nese PLA and its navy in the 
various regions and geogra-
phies. “The two ministers 
reaffirmed the commitment 
to step up strategic and 

The While arguing the 
case seeking reforms in the 
system of the appointment 
of Election Commissioner, 
the five-judge Constitu-
tion bench, headed by K.M. 
Josheph, said there is a dire 
need to change the process 
of appointment of election. 

The bench also said, “Ev-
ery government appoints 

a yes man as the poll body 
chief irrespective of the 
party.” 

Here are the detailed argu-
ments between the bench 
and Attorney General R 
Venkatramani: 

Justice K.M.Joseph: Any 
government appoints a ‘yes 
man’ and you assure him 
security, on the face of it 
everything is fine but what 
about the quality which is 

lacking is, whether there is 
independence of his actions 
or not? The post has some 
independence attached to 
it. It is that quality which is 
required

Attorney General: Yes 
that’s a necessity, but it’s a 
thought process. Post 1991, I 
am not able to find a trigger 
point that process is not fol-
lowed in the appointment 

A new purported video of 
jailed Delhi minister Saty-
endar Jain having an elabo-
rate meal inside Tihar jail 
has emerged, just a day after 
footage of the minister re-
ceiving an oil massage inside 
his jail cell trigged an uproar. 

The video also shows that 
Jain is seen having food in-
cluding fruits and dry fruits.

The latest CCTV footage 
sourced from Tihar jail 
shows Jain getting an elabo-
rate meal in jail. Tihar Jail 
sources also said that the 
Delhi minister gained 8 kg 
weight during his time in 

jail, contrary to his lawyer’s 
claims of him having lost 28 
kgs. 

The new footage surfaced 
a day after Jain on Tuesday 
submitted before the trial 
court that he has not been 
getting privileges like proper 
food and medical 

The European Parliament 
on Wednesday declared 
Russia a “state sponsor of 
terrorism” and said that 
Moscow has deliberately 
attacked Ukraine, adding 

that the country had vio-
lated human rights and in-
ternational humanitarian 
laws. 

Taking to Twitter, Euro-
pean Parliament Audio-
visual Service said, “EP 
Plenary has voted and de-

clared Russia a state spon-
sor of terrorism.” European 
lawmakers passed the res-
olution with 494 members 
voting in favour, 58 against, 
and 44 abstaining, accord-
ing to Al Jazeera. 

BIKER HIT BY 
DELHI JAL BOARD 
TRUCK DIES  
ON SPOT 
NEW DELHI: The Police Control 
Room at the Mangolpuri police 
station on Wednesday received a 
call claiming that a person was 
crushed by a truck, the police 
said in a statement. According 
to the police, the deceased has 
been identified as 30-year-old 
Santosh Kumar, of H 2/18, Budh 
Vihar, who used to work as a 
gas cylinder supplier “A PCR 
call was received at 1:28 AM in 
PS Mangolpuri vide DD No 16A 
regarding the crushing of a man 
at Hanuman Mandir, G block 
Mangolpuri”., informed the 
Delhi police officials. 

MEASLES:   
CENTRAL TEAMS 
TO STATES 
NEW DELHI: In the wake of an 
upsurge in Measles cases, three 
high-level multi-disciplinary 
three-member teams will be 
deputed to Ranchi (Jharkhand), 
Ahmedabad (Gujarat) and 
Malappuram (Kerala), the 
Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare informed on Wednesday. 
The teams will assist the State 
Health Authorities in instituting 
public health measures and 
facilitate operationalising req-
uisite control and containment 
measures. 

FIFA WC: JAPAN 
STUN GERMANY 
2-1
DOHA: Japan made a scintil-
lating comeback to create a 
massive upset against Germany, 
defeating the four-time cham-
pions 2-1 in the group E match 
of the FIFA World Cup at the 
Khalifa International Stadium 
on Wednesday. Germany were 
leading at the end of the first 
half but Japan scaled up their 
game in the second half, scoring 
in the 75th minute through Ritsu 
Doan and in the 83rd minute 
through Takuma Asano. Takuma 
Asano was brought in as a sub-
stitution in the 57th minute and 
proved his mettle in the match 
as Japanese supporters yelled 
and cheered from the stands. 
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As Punjab government has 
refused to reply to the Cen-
tre’s queries of how arms and 
ammunition are being piled 
up in the hands of gangsters 
in the state, the Union Home 

Ministry, in a stern letter, has 
wanted to know why the state 
government is yet to respond.

The state has been witness-
ing a series of law and order 
related issues since the AAP 
government assumed power. 
This prompted the Union

Ahead of Gujarat assembly 
polls, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Wednesday 
said that the Congress model 
means nepotism, casteism 
and vote bank politics. 

The “Congress model” 
has ruined Gujarat and the 
country. Campaigning for 
BJP candidates in Gujarat’s 
Mehsana, PM Modi said, 
“Congress party means bil-
lions of rupees corruption, 

Congress model means 
nepotism, Congress model 
means casteism, vote bank 
politics.” 

Lauding BJP for its poli-
cies, he said, “If the coun-
try is to be taken forward 
in the next 25 years, only 
BJP’s policies, practices 
and tactics will work.” 
BJP does not follow the pol-
icy of bigotry and discrimi-
nation, so the youth of the 
country trusts the policy 

The BJP has suspended 
twelve rebels, who had filed 
their nominations as inde-
pendent candidates after 
being denied tickets by the 
ruling party in the upcom-
ing Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions. 
This is the second list of reb-
els who have been suspend-
ed after the party suspended 
seven rebels on Sunday. 

“These MLAs have been 

suspended for six years for 
having indulged in antiparty 
activities,” a BJP commu-
nication reveals quoting 
state president C.R Paatil. 
Of those BJP leaders who 
have been suspended in-
clude Dinubhai Patel from 
Padra, Madhubhai Shriv-
astav from Vaghodia and 
Kuldeep Sinh Raul, all three 
from the Vadodara district. 

B Pagi from Shahera in 
Panchmahal district, 

An attacker shot and killed at 
least six people at a Walmart 
late Tuesday in Virginia. Po-
lice said that the single shooter 
suspect is also dead.

The Assam government 
transferred the Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) of West 
Karbi Anglong district a 
day after the firing incident 
that occurred along the 
Assam-Meghalaya border. 
At least six people were killed 
in the firing incident that took 
place after a clash between a 
mob and a contingent of police 
and forest guards from Assam 
on Tuesday. In a notification 
issued by the Home (A) de-
partment of the Assam gov-
ernment on Wednesday, the 
government said that Indranil 
Baruah posted as the Com-
mandant, 23rd AP(IR) Battal-
ion, Siloni Karbi Anglong has 
been transferred and posted 
as Superintendent of Police 
(SP), Hamren (West Karbi An-
glong) with immediate effect. 
“Imdad Ali, Superintendent 
of Police, Hamren (West Karbi 
Anglong) is transferred and 
posted as Commandant, 23rd 
AP(IR) Battalion,

SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE

‘AAFTAB WILL KILL ME, CUT ME 
INTO PIECES AND THROW ME’, 
SHRADDHA TOLD COPS IN 2020

In the latest twist in 
Shraddha Walkar mur-
der case, a letter has sur-
faced that Shraddha al-
legedly wrote in 2020 at 
the Tulinj police station 
in Maharashtra’s Palghar, 
in which she complained 
that Aaftab Poonawala, 
the accused in the murder 
case, had beaten her and 
threatened to kill her. 

The letter in question 
has reportedly been 
shared by Shraddha’s 

TDG NETWORK
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It’s been six months he has been hitting 
me….I am not willing to live with him. 
Any kind of physical damage should be 
considered coming from him as he has 
been blackmailing me to kill me or hurt 
me whenever he sees me anywhere.

neighbour in Vasai with 
whom Shraddha had gone 
to file the complaint. The 

Maharashtra police have 
confirmed that the deceased 
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The Gujarat election in Por-
bandar’s Kutiyana seat is 
expected to be a tough battle 
for political survival with the 
BJP’s woman candidate Dhe-
liben Odedara and Sama-
jwadi Party’s (SP) candidate 
Kandhal Jadeja in the fray.

Jadeja, the two-time MLA 
from Porbandar’s Kutiyana 

seat and the son of the late 
“godmother,” Santokben 
Sarmanbhai Jadeja, got a 
ticket from the SP after the 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) denied him a ticket 
in the upcoming polls. Jade-
ja’s direct fight is also with 
Congress candidate Nath-
bhai Bhurabhai, and the 
Aam Aadmi Party’s (AAP) 
Bhimabhai Makwana.

The BJP, which has been 

in power in Gujarat for the 
last 27 years, has roped in 
the municipal corporation 
chairman for the last 27 
years, Dheliben Odedara, to 
contest the election from the 
Kutiyana seat.

Political sources say that 
both Kandhal and Dheliben 
have been close to ‘Godmoth-
er’ Santokben Sarmanbhai 
Jadeja’s family and that the 
two are related.

The Gujarat police arrested 
two people and seized Rs 75 
lakh in cash from a car dur-
ing a vehicle check in Surat 
on Wednesday.

As per the police, they have 
impounded the car and ar-
rested the accused persons, 
who had Rs 75 lakh in their 
possession.

This vehicle check by the 
Election Commission of 
India and Surat Police was 
underway amid the security 

setup for checking for any 
irregularities or untoward 
incidents in the upcoming 
Gujarat assembly elections 
that are slated to be held next 
month.

Gujarat, which has 182 as-
sembly constituencies, will 
go to the polls in two phases 
on 1 and 5 December. The 
counting of votes will oc-
cur on 8 December, which 
coincides with Himachal 
Pradesh’s result date.

The Deputy Commission-
er of Surat Police, Pinakeen 
Parmar, said, “We recovered 

Rs 75 lakhs from a Mumbai-
based car while the checking 
was underway in the wake 
of elections. These two per-
sons could be arrested with 
the help of joint efforts of the 
sleuths of the Election Com-
mission and Surat Police, 
and the former will now de-
cide how the investigation 
will take place.”

He further said that the 
preliminary inquiry found 
that the recovered money 
belonged to a political party, 
and the police had found 
posters of Congress.

With the Gujarat assembly 
elections around the corner, 
the entire state is engulfed 
in election fever, but the 
residents of Raj Samadhi-
yala village in Rajkot district 
are free from these political 
dramas as they have barred 
entry of political parties and 
campaigning in the village 
because they think that al-
lowing candidates to cam-
paign would be detrimental 
to the region.

No political party can enter 
the village as they have been 
banned from campaigning. 
Raj Samadhiyala village, 
which is 20 km away from 
Rajkot, not only banned 
political campaigning but 

also imposed a fine of Rs 51 
on those who did not come 
out to vote in order to ensure 
maximum participation at 
the time of elections.

Villagers are bound by sev-
eral rules and regulations 
framed by the Village Devel-
opment Committee (VDC), 
and breaking any of these 
invokes a monetary fine, one 
of which is not casting a vote 
during elections.

The village’s voting rate 
has been close to 100 per-
cent, and those who delib-
erately do not vote face a Rs 
51 fine.The sarpanch of the 
village is also elected by con-
sensus.

The Sarpanch of the village 
says that with this decision, 
almost 100 percent of voting 
takes place here.
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‘My name is enough to win,’ says Lady 
Don’s son Kandhal Jadeja

UP CM Yogi Adityanath 
on Gujarat tour for third 
time in a week

himachal congrEss lEadErs start camPing in dElhi for toP Post aftEr Poll survEy

Gujarat is Gangotri of 
culture of developmental 
politics: Nadda

Kandhal Jadeja, the Samajwadi Party 
(SP) candidate from the Kutiyana seat 
in Porbandar district and son of the late 
mafia don Santokben Sarmanbhai Jade-
ja, said that his candidacy was sufficient 
to win the Gujarat Assembly elections.

Jadeja, who recently quit the Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP) after the 
party denied him the ticket and hopped 
on the bicycle of the Samajwadi Party, 
stated that the NCP was “finished in 
Gujarat.” The 1999 film “Godmother,” 
starring Shabana Azmi, is based on the 

life of Santokben Sarmanbhai Jadeja.
The ‘Lady Don’ was an MLA from 

Porbandar’s Kutiana seat from 1990 to 
1995. According to police records, she 
had more than 500 criminal cases filed 
against her in addition to the 14 mur-

ders of her husband, Sarman Munja 
Jadeja.

After Santokben, her son Kandhal 
Jadeja is carrying forward his mother’s 
political legacy. It doesn’t matter to 
Kandhal Jadeja whether he is fighting 
as part of a political party or as an in-
dependent, because according to him, 
he will win because people will vote for 
his work.

Jadeja first won from Kutiyana in 2012 
as an NCP candidate, when the party 
had a poll alliance with the Congress. 
He won again in 2017 on the NCP ticket. 
This time, there is no alliance between 
the NCP and the Congress.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath is scheduled 
to visit Gujarat for the third time this week.

During his third Gujarat tour, CM Adityanath will hold 
election meetings for the candidates of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in the Dwarka, Kutch, Morbi, and Surat dis-
tricts. CM Adityanath will also visit Surat and worship at 
the Dwarkadhish temple. CM Adityanath departed from 
Lucknow’s Amausi airport at 9.20 a.m. and will arrive 
in Dwarka at 11.45 a.m. via Jamnagar airport.In Dwarka, 
the UP CM will hold a public meeting at Satwara Bhuvan 
Wadi Dwarka for half an hour at 12 p.m. and will later go to 
Dwarkadhish Temple at 12.40 p.m.

After leaving Dwarka at 1.05 p.m., CM will reach Rapad 
Kutch in Gujarat at 2.25 p.m. to hold an election meeting for 
the party’s candidates in this assembly until 3.10 p.m.

Yogi will then reach Halwad in the Morbi district to con-
duct a public meeting at Dharrangdhara. Yogi Adityanath’s 
public meeting in Morbi is then followed by a roadshow 
from Umiya Dham Temple to Surat’s Varchha Assembly 
and he will then head to Lucknow from the Surat airport at 
7.35 pm.

Congress leader Man-
ish Tewari said on 
Wednesday, while 

reacting to Himanta Biswa 
Sarma’s “Saddam Hussein” 
jibe at Rahul Gandhi that 
the Assam Chief Minister 
“sounds like a petty troll.”

Sarma on Tuesday said 
that Rahul Gandhi “looks 
like Saddam Hussein,”  who 
was the former Iraqi presi-
dent and was executed by 
hanging on 30 December, 
2006, after being convicted 
of crimes against human-
ity by the Iraqi Special Tri-
bunal. When asked about 
Sarma’s remark during a 
press conference, Tewari 
said, “In public life, it is very 
important that we maintain 
the decorum of language and 

propriety. The Chief Minis-
ter of Assam, unfortunately, 
sounds like a petty troll when 
he articulates sentences of 
this kind.”

Tewari further accused the 
BJP government of legitimiz-
ing corruption in the state 
and dubbed it a “dangerous 
sign” for democracy.

With the Gujarat assembly 
elections around the corner, 
Congress has started ag-
gressively attacking the BJP, 
which has been in power in 
the state for the last 27 years, 
and the recent Morbi incident 
has provided an opportunity 
for the grand old party to ac-
cuse the Bhupendra Patel-led 
government in Gujarat of “le-
gitimising corruption.”

Citing the recent Morbi in-
cident that took place in the 
state and claimed the lives of 
over 130 people, the Congress 

leader said that the BJP has 
become “arrogant” as they 
think they cannot be re-
moved from power.

“You (the BJP) legitimised 
corruption, and then you say 
that you want to implement 
this model in the entire coun-
try. The legitimization of cor-
ruption is a dangerous sign 
for democracy,” he said while 
urging the people of the state 
to “break this arrogance” in 
the upcoming Assembly 
elections by dethroning the 
BJP.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Tewari said, 
“If such a tragedy had taken 
place in some other state and 
141 innocent people would 
have died, over 180 people 
would have been injured, 
would the responsibility 
not have been set? Would 
nobody have resigned? The 

Gujarat High Court is slam-
ming the state government 
daily.”

Questioning the BJP gov-
ernment for not arresting the 
real culprit behind the tragic 
Morbi incident, he said, “The 
Supreme Court also said that 
the Gujarat High Court needs 
to keep a close eye on the in-
cident. Who were the people 
who were arrested? The tick-
et seller, normal workers. The 
big fish, like the ones who are 
wealthy and the one who was 
given the contract, being ar-
rested? Because the govern-
ment has become arrogant.”

“They feel that no mat-
ter how they behave with 
the public, their (the BJP’s) 
government will be formed 
again. I’d like to urge the 
people of Gujarat to over-
come their arrogance.The 
BJP got the chance again in 

2017. In five years, three chief 
ministers changed. What can 
be a bigger proof than this of 
a government’s failure?” he 
added.

The Congress leaders also 
took a swipe at the BJP-led 
government over the change 
of chief ministers in the state 
in the last five years, and said 
that there cannot be a bigger 
example of “failure of gover-
nance” than this.

“What can be a bigger gov-
ernance failure than this, that 
three chief ministers were 
needed to be ousted? The 
people will decide what will 
happen with the fourth chief 
minister,” he added.

The BJP has changed three 
chief ministers in the last five 
years. The party had made 
Vijay Rupani the chief minis-
ter before the 2017 Assembly 
elections in the state.

bsP’s 2024 
stratEgy 
The BSP’s strategy for 
the 2024 general elec-
tions involves regaining 
ground among the Dalits 
and the Muslims. Fol-
lowing the BSP’s worst 
UP assembly election 
defeat in terms of seats, 
with only one seat in the 
403-member House and 
only 12.8% of the vote. In 
Uttar Pradesh, the BSP 
intends to focus more on 
Dalit and Muslim voters. 
Since Congress began 
restructuring, BSP Chief 
Mayawati appears to be 
very concerned about her 
core Dalit vote. The fact 
is that the Congress’s 
new national president, 
Mallikarjun Kharge, 
and it’s UP chief, Brijlal 
Khabri, are both Dalits. 
Mayawati wasted no time 
in expressing her dis-
pleasure with the Con-
gress party’s appoint-
ment of two Dalits to top 
positions. Mayawati said, 
“Throughout its history, 
Congress has always 
ignored underprivileged 
groups and their leader, 
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, 
the Dalit messiah.” While 
Congress also set its 
sights on Dalit votes. 
Dalits were traditional 
voters for the Congress 
before the formation 
of the BSP. In the last 
few elections, a large 
section of non-Jatav 
Dalits swayed towards 
the BJP, and Jatav votes 
were also split between 
the BSP, BJP, SP, and 
Congress.

imPortancE of 
Purvanchalis
Purvanchali voters, who 
form one of the biggest 
vote banks in Delhi, have 
been wooed by AAP, BJP, 
and Congress, and the 
race in the MCD polls is 
as intense. BJP national 
president JP Nadda, 
while interacting with 
members of the Chhath 
Puja Samitis, urged 
Purvanchali to offer their 
sincere blessings to the 
party in the MCD polls on 
4 December. While Aam 
Aadmi Party candidates 
are busy holding march-
es, public meetings, and 
door-to-door campaigns 
under the theme “MCD 
me bhi Kejriwal.” The 
Delhi CM had launched 
10 guarantees for the up-
coming MCD elections, 
including solving parking 
problems, repairing 
roads, improving MCD 
schools and hospitals, 
beautifying parks, and 
timely payment of sala-
ries, among others.

bharat Jodo 
yatra in mP
The Bharat Jodo Yatra, an 
ongoing mass movement 
led by Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi, entered 
Bodarli village in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Burhanpur 
district from neighbouring 
Maharashtra on 23 No-
vember. Meanwhile, Nana 
Patole, the Maharashtra 
Congress president, 
handed over the tricolour 
to Madhya Pradesh party 
chief Kamal Nath to for-
mally launch the 12-day-
long yatra in the central 
state, where it will cover a 
distance of 380 km before 
entering Rajasthan.
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Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
national president JP Nadda 
on Wednesday lauded the 
work done by the Gujarat 
government over the years 
and said that the Gujarat 
model is not just a model 
of development but is the 
source of the “culture of de-
velopmental politics.”

While addressing an elec-
tion rally in Botad, Nadda 
said, “The Gujarat model is 
not just a model of develop-
ment, but the Gangotri of 
the culture of developmen-
tal politics.” Mentioning 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s welfare schemes for 
the poor, the BJP chief said, 
“PM Modi built 3.07 crore 
‘pucca’ houses in the whole 
country under the PM Awas 

Yojana, and in Gujarat, 15 
lakh houses were built. 
Under PM Kisan Samman 
Nidhi, 11.78 cr farmers are 
being given Rs 2000 every 
fourth month, and in Guja-
rat, 66 lakh farmers are get-
ting this benefit.”

“The condition of this 
country was such that for 70 
years the common man had 
to wander for even the small-
est treatment. Today health 
card worth Rs 5 lakh is being 
given annually for treatment, 
and it is not being given on 
the basis of any caste but 
to poor people. Today, the 
poor are being treated free 
of charge in the country,” he 
added. Hitting out at Con-
gress over dynastic politics, 
Nadda said that the party 
moved with dynasticism 
while the BJP took develop-
ment forward.

With a fortnight left until the 
announcement of the results 
of the Himachal Pradesh 
elections held last month, 
Congress heavyweights in 
the state are going for the 
fences in hopes of securing 
the chief ministerial post.

Congress sources said in-
ternal surveys indicate that 
the party is likely to get a 
majority in the Himachal 
polls, increasing the number 
of contenders for the chief 
minister’s post. According to 
a senior leader, the Congress 
is confident of winning 42 to 
46 seats in Himachal, and 
some independent MLAs 
who are expected to compete 
are also in touch.

The situation is that the 

senior leaders of Himachal 
Pradesh have already start-
ed making their presence 
felt in Delhi. Former state 
president and head of the 
campaign committee Sukh-
winder Singh Sukhu is vis-
iting senior leaders in Delhi, 
while Pratibha Singh, the 
party MP from Mandi and 
wife of former CM Virb-
hadra Singh, and her son 
Vikramaditya are also pro-
posing to visit the national 
capital.

After becoming the Him-
achal Pradesh CM in 1983, 
Virbhadra Singh had been 
dominating the state Con-
gress. Whenever the party 
formed the government, he 
became the CM of Himachal.

This is the first election 
since 1983 that the party 
fought without Virbhadra 

Singh due to his demise.
However, it was because 

of Virbhadra Singh’s domi-
nance that his wife, Pratibha 
Singh, jumped into the elec-
tion and became president 
before the election. Vikra-
maditya, his MLA son, was 
also nominated for re-elec-
tion. However, his lack of 
administrative experience is 
impeding the CM’s relation-
ship with the Royal family, 
according to sources.

Another big leader from 
the Thakur community, 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, 
the former Himachal Con-
gress president, is also in the 
race for the chief ministerial 
post. Sukhvinder, who had 
also been the state NSUI and 
Youth Congress chief, never 
had good terms with Virb-
hadra Singh.

Further, six-time MLA 
from Dalhousie Asha Ku-
mari comes from the royal 
family of the Thakur caste. 
Asha Kumari is the sister of 
TS Singh Deo, the minister 
in the Chhattisgarh govern-

ment. Notably, it is said that 
the party high command had 
promised to make TS Singh 
Deo CM for two and a half 
years, which was not ful-
filled, and Bhupesh Baghel 
continued as Chhattisgarh 
CM.

Sources in the party said 
if Asha Kumari, who was 
a cabinet minister earlier, 
reaches the assembly for 
the seventh term, then the 
family might claim the chief 

ministerial post for her. 
Long political fight between 
Asha Kumari and Virbhadra 
Singh as well. It was said that 
Asha Kumari was also not 
on good terms with Virb-
hadra Singh.

Keeping the family of Late 
Virbhadra Singh out of the 
Chief Minister’s chair and 
handing over the baton to 
his opponent, Thakur lead-
er, will now prove difficult 
for the high command, and 
the rest of the veterans may 
oppose the Thakur leader of 
a low-status royal family, ac-
cording to sources.

In such a situation, two in-
fluential Brahmin leaders, 
Mukesh Agnihotri and Sud-
hir Sharma, who are close 
to Virbhadra Singh’s family, 
could be alternative choices 
for the party.

However, in Himachal 
Pradesh politics, it is tough 
for the Congress high com-
mand to give preference to 
Brahmins in comparison to 
Thakurs. After all, whether 
it’s the Congress or the BJP, 
they’ve been betting on 
Thakurs with more popu-
lation for the CM’s chair for 
years, whether it’s Virbhadra 
Singh, Prem Kumar Dhum-
al, or Jairam Thakur.

On Tuesday, senior Con-
gress leader Rajiv Shukla 
held a meeting with all the 
candidates for Congress 
in the Himachal Assembly 
polls and discussed the prep-
arations for the counting day.

It’s worth noting that the 
Congress expressed simi-
lar hopes following the Ut-
tarakhand elections a few 
months ago, and plans were 

made to make Harish Rawat 
the chief minister, but the re-
sults were different, and the 
BJP formed the government. 
This time, the Congress has 
asked its leaders not to leave 
Delhi until the Himachal 
Pradesh election results are 
announced.

Restlessness can be wit-
nessed among the leaders of 
the party’s Himachal unit, 
and individual efforts are 
being made to improve their 
luck. For this, the process of 
getting winnable MLAs into 
their fold has also started be-
low ground.

Polling for 68 legislative 
assembly seats in Himachal 
Pradesh was held on No-
vember 12, and the state re-
corded a 75.6 percent voter 
turnout, thus breaking the 
2017 record.
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The newly created police 
station at Kartavya Path 
(Central Vista) will soon be 
manned by freshly recruited 
police personnel.

A statement from the LG’s 
office said that Lieutenant 
Governor (LG) Vinai Kumar 
Saxena has recommended 
and forwarded a proposal for 
the creation of 467 new posts 
to the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs. These posts will be 
deployed over a 4.5-square-
kilometer area.

Jailed Delhi Minister Saty-
endar Jain on Wednesday 
filed an application in a Del-
hi court seeking direction to 
restrain all media organisa-
tions from airing, broadcast-
ing, or publishing any CCTV 
clip related to him.

The plea stated that all the 
national media regularly 
run CCTV footage of Saty-
endar Jain. A parallel media 
trial is going against him, de-
spite the present matter be-
ing examined by this court, 
argued senior advocate Ra-
hul Mehra, who appeared 
for Jain. Special Judge Vikas 
Dhull on Wednesday issued 

notice to Tihar Jail Author-
ity on an application moved 
by Satyendar Jain on the 
CCTV leak. The court will 
take up the matter tomor-
row.

The court was hearing a 
plea moved by Satyendar 
Jain and sought direction 
to provide food as per his 
religious beliefs during his 
judicial custody.

Claiming Satyendar Jain 
has lost 28 kgs in judicial 
custody, his lawyer submit-
ted that earlier Jain’s weight 
was 103 kgs and now his 
weight is around 75 kgs.

On this, Special Judge Vi-
kas Dhull stated that, as per 
the application, applicant 
Satyendar Jain is observing 

a fast according to his wish 
and religious beliefs, so los-
ing weight is natural.

Satyendar Jain’s lawyer 
also submitted in court that 
his client has a protein defi-
ciency.

Advocate Abhijeet Shan-
kar appeared for Tihar 
Jail and stated that the al-
legations against Tihar 
authorities that they have 
withdrawn some of Satyen-
dar Jain’s diet and food are 
without any basis. “We will 
submit the dietician report, 
and the food will be given in 
3 days. There is no nutrition 
deficiency.”

Abhijeet Shankar submit-
ted that the jail superinten-
dent has been transferred. 

Body of girl kidnapped for ransom 
from Ghaziabad found in Bulandshahr
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Aaftab Poonawalla goes 
through polygraph tests

The Delhi Police on 
Wednesday record-
ed the statements of 

the family of accused Aaf-
tab Amin Poonawalla in the 
gruesome Shraddha Walkar 
murder case.

Aaftab is accused of stran-
gling to death his live-in 
partner, Shraddha, and 
chopping her body into 35 
pieces. He is also alleged to 
have preserved the chopped 
body parts in a refrigerator 
before dumping them in 
the forests of south Delhi’s 
Chhatarpur. Meanwhile, a 
complaint filed by Shrad-
dha in 2020, informing Ma-
harashtra Police of Aaftab’s 
brutalities against her, has 
surfaced.

In the letter to Tulini Po-
lice in Palghar, Shraddha 

alleged that she may be 
harmed if police did not take 
action.

In her letter, Shraddha al-
leged that Aaftab Poonawa-
la beat her and threatened to 
kill him.

“If something happens to 
me, you should know who 
to go after,” she further 
wrote in her letter to police.

According to sources, Aaf-
tab’s family may be called in 
for questioning again.

“Aaftab Poonawala’s 
family is in Delhi. Their 
statements were recorded. 
Based on the facts that have 
come to light about the fam-
ily, they may be questioned 
again. Shraddha had filed 
a complaint in Mumbai in 
2020 saying that his family 
knows he wants to kill her,” 
said sources.

Tulini Police have con-
firmed that the deceased 

had written a complaint on 
November 23, 2020, which 
was shared by her neighbor, 
with whom Shraddha had 
gone to file the complaint.

Aaftab had on Tuesday 
told a Delhi court that he 
murdered his girlfriend in 
the “heat of the moment.”

He was produced before 
the Saket court in the na-
tional capital on Tuesday 
after his five-day police cus-
tody expired.

“What happened, hap-
pened in the heat of the 
moment,” Aaftab told the 
court.

A court-sanctioned poly-
graph test on Aaftab was 
initiated in the national 
capital on Tuesday. The as-
sistant director of the Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory, 
Rohini, Sanjeev Gupta, said 
the process of conducting 
a polygraph test on Aaftab 

has begun, and the report 
will be out in a week’s time.

Delhi Police had previous-
ly said Aaftab, following his 
arrest in the case, confessed 
to killing his live-in partner 
in their apartment in West 
Delhi’s Chhatarpur and 
chopping her body into 35 
pieces.

Speaking to reporters 
on Tuesday, Gupta said, 
“We’ve been directed by the 
Delhi Police and our direc-
tor to process this case fast. 
We are working on some 
parameters that are impor-
tant before conducting a 
narco test.”

In a polygraph test, the 
subject is asked a series of 
questions while physiologi-
cal indicators such as blood 
pressure, pulse rate, and res-
piration are measured. This 
data is then used to deter-
mine if the subject is lying.
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top of the day

pm modi extends 
birthday 
greetings to lok 
sabha speaker 
NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday extended 
birthday greetings to 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla and lauded his ef-
forts to further strength-
en Parliamentary 
democracy. “Birthday 
greetings to Lok Sabha 
Speaker Shri Om Birla 
ji. His efforts to further 
strengthen our Parlia-
mentary democracy are 
commendable. He is 
also admired for his rich 
intellect and Consti-
tutional knowledge. 
Praying for his long and 
healthy life,” PM Modi 
said in a tweet. Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah also wished the 
Lok Sabha Speaker and 
praised him for running 
the House smoothly.

ministry of 
ayush to set up 
academic chair 
in australia
NEW DELHI: With an 
aim to strengthen inter-
national collaborations 
and promote academic 
research, the Ministry 
of Ayush has formally 
announced the set-
ting up of an Ayurveda 
Academic Chair based 
at Western Sydney Uni-
versity’s NICM Health 
Research Institute, with 
tenure for a period of 
three years. Associate 
Professor and Head (De-
partment of Kaumarab-
hritya) All India Institute 
of Ayurveda (AIIA), New 
Delhi, Dr Rajagopala S, 
has been selected for 
the post of Academic 
Chair in Ayurvedic Sci-
ence at Western Sydney 
University, Australia.

india’s pharma 
exports grow 
by 138 % since 
2013-14
NEW DELHI: India’s 
pharma exports have 
increased 138 per cent 
in April-October 2022-23 
compared to the same 
period of 2013-14 when 
the country became the 
pharmacy for the world. 
India’s pharma exports 
witnessed a growth of 
138 per cent since April-
October 2013-14, from 
Rs 37,987.68 crores in 
2013-14 to Rs 90,324.23 
crores in 2021-22. Union 
Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya in a 
tweet attaching an info 
graphic of India’s phar-
maceutical exports over 
these years said India’s 
medicine exports are 
heading the world.

adani ports 
receives top 
ranking in 
moody’s global 
esg rating
NEW DELHI: Adani 
Ports and Special 
Economic Zone (APSEZ) 
has been ranked first 
globally across all the 
Emerging Markets in 
the Transport & Logis-
tics sector by Moody’s 
ESG Solutions in its 
latest assessment for 
2022. The rating agency 
evaluated the Company 
on a range of indicators, 
policies, processes, and 
systems covering Envi-
ronment, Human Rights, 
Corporate Governance, 
Human Resources and 
Community Involvement.  
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shraddha 
murder case

in the courts
SC TO liST maTTER 
iN NOTifyiNG 
RECOmmENDaTiONS 
ON appOiNTmENT Of 
juDGES  
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday agreed to list for hearing a 
matter seeking direction to the Centre 
to immediately notify all recommenda-
tions for the appointment of judges that 
have been sent to it by the apex court 
Collegium.
A bench of Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud and Justices Hima 
Kohli and JB Pardiwala said it will list 
the matter after advocate Prashant 
Bhushan mentioned the matter for the 
listing of the case. Bhushan, while men-
tioning the matter said, “We are seeking 
a mandamus to the government.”

CENTRE appROvES 
filiNG Of REviEW 
pETiTiON aGaiNST 
ChhaWla RapE aCCuSED 
NEW DELHI: The Central government 
approved on Wednesday the filing of a 
review petition in the Supreme Court 
against the acquittal of the three ac-
cused in the Chhawla rape and murder 
case. On 21 November Delhi Lieuten-
ant Governor VK Saxena approved 
the filing of a review petition in the 
Supreme Court against the acquittal of 
the three accused in the Chhawla rape 
and murder case. This has come days 
after the parents of the 2012 Chhawla 
gangrape victim met with Delhi LG VK 
Saxena and requested that he file a 
review petition against the acquittal of 
all three accused.

SC TO havE SpECialSED 
bENChES TO DEal WiTh 
CRimiNal aND Tax 
iSSuES 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court will 
have four special benches to conduct 
proceedings in issues relating to crimi-
nal matters, direct and indirect tax mat-
ters, land acquisition matters and motor 
accidents claims tribunal (MACT).
“The Supreme Court will have four spe-
cial benches for conducting the hearing 
on issues -- criminal matters, direct and 
indirect tax matters, land acquisition 
matters and motor accidents claims 
tribunal -- from the next week,” CJI DY 
Chandrchud said. DY Chandrachud 
announced this on Wednesday when an 
advocate mentioned his matter relating 
to land acquisition for an urgent hearing.

Aaftab Amin Poonawalla, accused in the 
gruesome Shraddha Walkar murder case, 
on Tuesday left the Forensic Science Labo-
ratory (FSL), Rohini as the Delhi Police be-
gan court-sanctioned polygraph tests to take 
the probe forward.

Aaftab is accused of strangling Shraddha, 
his live-in partner, to death and chopping 
her body into 35 pieces. He is also alleged to 
have preserved the chopped body parts in 
a refrigerator before dumping them in the 
forests of south Delhi’s Chhatarpur. The 
process for the polygraph test on Aaftab 
began at the Rohini Forensic Science Labo-
ratory (FSL), informed Delhi Police sources 
on Tuesday.

“Pre-med sessions and scientific sessions 
for Aftab’s polygraph test leading up to the 
polygraph test are underway,” said FSL of-
ficials on Tuesday.

Delhi Police claimed to have solved the 
six-month-old murder case after arresting 
Aaftab on the basis of a complaint filed by 
Shraddha’s father.

Aaftab and Shraddha met on a dating site 
and moved in together to a rented apartment 
in Chhatarpur as the relationship grew.

On receipt of the complaint from Shrad-
dha’s father, the Delhi Police registered an 

FIR on 10 November.
Subsequent interrogation of the accused 

revealed that Aaftab killed Shraddha on 
May 18, after which he started research-
ing ways to dispose of the body. He also 
borrowed ideas on disposal from popular 
crime shows on his streaming devices, Delhi 
Police revealed.

He also told police that he read up on hu-
man anatomy before chopping up his girl-
friend’s body.

According to police, Aaftab mopped blood 
stains from the floor of the couple’s Chhatar-
pur apartment with chemicals and disposed 
of all stained clothes after searching the in-
ternet for ways to remove all traces of his 
crime.

delhi air quality ‘moderate’ with 193 aqi 
NEW DELHI: The overall quality of the air in the national 
capital significantly improved to a “moderate level” on 
Wednesday, with the AQI recorded at 193 by the System of 
Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research (SAFAR).
The city recorded an AQI of 286 (poor) on Tuesday. According 
to SAFAR, the IIT Delhi area on Wednesday recorded PM 10 
at 125 and PM 2.5 at 132, which is reported as moderate, 
while the Delhi University area recorded PM 10 at 148 and 
PM 2.5 “poor” at 228.
The particulate matter (PM) level at Pusa Road was also 
recorded as moderate, with a PM 10 level of 140 and a PM 
2.5 level of 183; Mathura Road had a PM 10 level of 155 and 
a PM 2.5 level of 166.

A Pakistani national who 
entered India illegally was 
repatriated through the 
Attari-Wagah border on No-
vember 22 after he served his 
10-year jail term. The devel-
opment has been confirmed 
by Protocol Officer Arunpal.

Speaking to the press, Pro-
tocol Officer Arunpal said 
that the Pakistani national 
who has been released from 
prison after completing his 
jail term is Kala Massi. Arun-
pal said that Kala Massi be-
longed to Pakistan’s Narowal 
region. He said that Kala 
Massi entered India through 
the Ramdass area in 2011 
without a passport or visa. 
He also claimed that he was 
apprehended in Majitha and 
that a pistol and cartridge 
were recovered from him.
According to Arunpal, the 

court sentenced him to 10 
years in prison and imposed 
a fine of Rs 2,10,000 on him. 
“The name of the prisoner 
who has been released is 
Kala Massi, son of Gamma 
Masi. He is from Pakistan’s 
Narowal, and he entered In-
dia without a passport or visa 
through the Ramdass area in 
2011,” Arunpal said.

“He was rounded up in 
Majitha, and a pistol and car-
tridge were recovered from 
him. A police report was filed 
against him, and the court 
sentenced him to ten years 
in prison and fined him Rs 2, 
10,000. Kala Massi has com-
pleted his jail term and has 
been released from prison. 
He is being sent to Pakistan. 
No currency was recovered 
from him,” he added.

Earlier in July, India repa-
triated four Pakistani prison-
ers who had completed their 
imprisonment.

To assess the preparation 
and alertness of the force, 
Delhi Police on Tuesday con-
ducted an anti-terror mock 
drill at the Delhi University 
area.

The mock drill was con-
ducted at Delhi University 
Metro Station Gate No. 3 un-
der the Maurice Nagar Police 
Station area.

The motive of the mock 
drill was to check the alert-
ness, prepared ness, re-
sponse time, and coordina-
tion of different agencies in 
the event of any eventuality, 
said Delhi Police.

The mock drill started with 
the firing of two terrorists 
trying to enter Metro Station 
Gate No. 3, Delhi University. 

A review petition has been 
filed in the Supreme Court 
against the judgement up-
holding the Center’s decision 
on EWS issues by the Mad-
hya Pradesh Congress leader.

The review petition has 
been filed by Jaya Thakur, 
who is the General Secretary 
of the MP Mahila Congress. 
In the petition, the petitioner 
has sought to review the or-
der dated 7 November. The 
five-judge bench, by a major-
ity of 3:2, upheld the validity 
of the Constitution’s 103rd 
Amendment Act.

anti-terror mock 
drill conducted 
at du metro 
station

review petition 
filed against sc 
Judgment on 
centre’s decision

Aftab Poonawalla outside the Forensic 
Science Laboratory (FSL) office. 

Panic gripped rural Bu-
landshahr after the body of 
a 12-year-old girl, who was 
reported kidnapped earlier 
from Ghaziabad, was found 
in the region, police said on 
Wednesday.

The body was found after 
the arrest of the accused 
involved in the girl’s abduc-

tion. The victim, identified 
as Khushi (12), was allegedly 
abducted by unidentified 
people from Nandigram po-
lice station limits three days 
ago.

Her family had received 
a call from the unidentified 
kidnappers with a demand 
for ransom.

Sonu, the girl’s father, told 
the police that he received 
the ransom call on Sunday, 

after which he approached 
the police and lodged a com-
plaint.

He said that the accused 
were demanding Rs 30 lakh 
within three days for the safe 
release of the girl, according 
to officials.

Following the complaint, 
the police launched an inves-
tigation and arrested three 
people, including a neigh-
bour where the victim lived.

The study discovered that 
an increasing number of pa-
tients treated in the outpa-
tient clinic were nonsmok-
ers of a younger age group. 
Details of patients who un-
derwent treatment between 
March 2012 and November 
2022 were analysed to as-
sess the demographic details 
of these patients and chart a 
trend. A total of 304 patients 
were analysed retrospec-
tively.

In the study, besides other 
parameters, the age at pre-
sentation, gender, smoking 
status, stage of disease at the 
time of diagnosis, and type of 
lung cancer were recorded 
and analyzed.

Speaking about the study, 
the chairman of the Institute 
of Chest Surgery, Chest On-
co-Surgery, and Lung Trans-
plantation at Medanta Hos-
pital Gurugram, Dr. Arvind 
Kumar, said, “I am shocked 

at the alarming rise in lung 
cancer cases and occurrenc-
es in younger individuals, 
non-smokers, and women. 
Lung cancer is a dreaded 
disease, with one of the low-
est 5-year survival rates.”

Dr. Kumar further stated, 
“While conventional wis-
dom says that smoking is the 
main cause, there is strong 
evidence now that points to 
the increasing role of air pol-
lution in the rising incidence 
of lung cancer.”

Dr. Kumar stated about the 

Medanta hospital’s lung can-
cer initiative, “#BeatLung-
Cancer is a humble initia-
tive by Medanta to increase 
disease awareness, promote 
screening for early detection, 
and provide inspiration and 
support through the sto-
ries of strength of other pa-
tients.”

According to Dr. Naresh 
Trehan,“findings of this 
study, which indicate a rising 
incidence in previously un-
affected population groups, 
are cause for concern.”

The Directorate of Enforce-
ment (ED) has busted an in-
terstate gang of racketeers for 
indulging in preparing and 
sending forged summons 
and notices to the general 
public in the name of this 
Directorate for the purpose 
of extortion.

Cautioning the people 
against the “unscrupulous 

elements” who have been try-
ing to “forge ED’s summons 
with an intention to cheat and 
extort money from the gull-
ible victims,” the agency said 
that ED has evolved a fool-
proof mechanism for issu-
ance of summons for the re-
cording of statements under 
PMLA as well as FEMA and 
that the summons approved 
by the competent authority 
are generated electronically 
and can be authenticated by 

a unique QR code mentioned 
on the summons. The ED 
said in a statement that it had 
come to its attention that an 
interstate gang is active, tar-
geting high-profile members 
of society and threatening 
them in the name of the ED 
by sending them forged sum-
mons and notices.

After the gang members 
agreed to come to Delhi, a 
joint team of the ED and 
Delhi Police was formed.
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loss of life

Woman strangulated to 
death, body dumped in 
Mohali pond

The body of a woman was found in a pond 
in Punjab’s Mohali after she was strangu-
lated to death, according to Mohali police, 
on Wednesday.

The body of the deceased was found in 
Sohana Sector-78, Mohali, on 13 Novem-
ber. According to the police, a suspended 
police officer is named as the prime sus-
pect in the case. According to the police, 

the post-mortem report revealed that the 
woman died of asphyxia. The police fur-
ther said that the woman was a nurse by 
profession.

“The body of a nurse, Nasib Kaur, was 
found in a pond in Sohana Sector-78, Moh-
ali, on 13 November. Suspended ASI Rash-
preet Singh has been named in the case. 
Post-mortem report revealed the victim 
died due to asphyxia as she was strangu-
lated,” HS Bal, Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, Mohali said.
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illicit liquor trade

We demanded probe, also strongly condemned 
capt amrinder govt: congress leader 

While endorsing the Supreme Court 
of India’s observation over the “slug-
gish” progress in the investigation 
into some cases of the illicit liquor 
trade in Punjab, senior Congress 
leader and Punjab’s Leader of Op-
position, Partap Singh Bajwa, said 
on Wednesday that following the 
hooch tragedy that took place in Am-
ritsar, Tarn Taran, and Batala in July 
2020, in which more than a hun-
dred people were killed, he strongly 
condemned the Captain Amrinder 
Singh-led Punjab Government of the 
time and demanded an inquiry by 
the Central Bureau of Investigation 
and Enforcement Directorate.

Bajwa said that at that time he ap-
proached VP Singh Badnore, then 
governor of Punjab, seeking a high-
level probe into the bureaucratic-
police-liquor mafia nexus in the 
state by the CBI and ED. “I had also 

requested the Chief Justice of Punjab 
and Haryana High Court to appoint 
a sitting judge to probe the liquor 
mafia,” he added.

LoP said that even the Aam Aadmi 
Party government adopted laxity in 
such cases. 

It is very unfortunate that the AAP 
grabbed power in the state with the 
false claim of bringing about badlav 
(change), yet on the ground, nothing 
has changed. 

“Before the assembly election in 
Punjab in February 2022, the Delhi 
CM and AAP supremo, Arvind Ke-
jriwal, committed to reining in drug 
abuse in Punjab within four months 
of forming the government. Mean-
while, even though the AAP has been 
in power for eight months, young 
people, including women, continue 
to die as a result of drug overdoses in 
Punjab, “added Bajwa.

Bajwa reiterated his demand for a 
CBI and ED inquiry into the matter. 
“Such nexuses (bureaucratic-police-

liquor mafia nexus) are still preva-
lent in the state. 

A CBI and ED inquiry is necessary 
to prevent tragedies such as the 
Amritsar hooch tragedy from 
occurring in the future,”  LoP 
said, adding that to break the 
aforementioned nexus, a judicial 
probe of an alleged liquor smuggling 
from Patiala (Punjab) to states such 
as Gujarat and Bihar, the case that 
came to light in October, wherein the 
liquor meant for sale at state vends 
was allegedly being smuggled to 
poll-bound

He said that as a Rajya Sabha mem-
ber at that time, he had requested 
the state government to formulate 
rules so that in future tragedies, of-
ficers under whose jurisdiction in-
nocent lives were lost would be held 
accountable for dereliction of duty. “I 
am still of the opinion that such a law 
is badly needed to make the admin-
istration efficient and accountable,” 
Bajwa added.
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examination

305717 candidates will appear in Haryana 
Teacher Eligibility Test

A total of 305717 candi-
dates will appear in the 
Haryana Teacher Eligibil-
ity Test (HTET), which will 
be conducted by the Board 
of School Education Hary-
ana on 3 and 4 December, 
2022. 504 examination 
centres have been set up for 
HTET. Giving information 
in this regard, an official 
spokesperson said that on 
3 December (Saturday), the 
Level-3 (PGT) examination 
will be conducted in the 
evening session from 3.00 
pm to 5.30 pm, in which 
95493 candidates will ap-
pear in 327 examination 
centres set up in the state. 
On December 4 (Sunday), 
149430 candidates will ap-
pear in the Level-2 (TGT) 
examination to be conduct-

ed in the morning session 
from 10.00 am to 12.30 pm 
in 504 examination centres, 
while 60794 candidates 
will appear in the Level-1 
(PRT) examination to be 
conducted in the evening 
session from 3.00 pm to 
5.30 pm in 215 examination 
centres.

It is also shared that the in-
spection arrangements for 
examination centres have 
been chalked out. Around 
172 “flying squads” have 
been appointed to strictly 
check cheating and other 
irregularities. Apart from 
this, full-time observers 
have also been appointed 
at each examination centre 
across the state, including 
an officer of the district ad-
ministration and an officer 
or official of the education 
board as representatives. 
The eligible candidates’ 

admit cards (admit cards) 
for this examination will 
be available on the board’s 
website, www.bseh.org.in, 
beginning 26 November, 
2022.

It is worth stating that, as 
with last year, a hi-tech con-
trol room is being set up at 
the board headquarters. 
During the examination, 
the board will maintain a 
strict vigil through the hi-
tech control room at all the 
examination centres in the 
state. Live monitoring of 
candidates will be done at 
the entrance, and a case will 
be registered against the 
candidate found involved in 
using unfair means. It was 
informed further that from 
2 December, 2020, to 4 De-
cember, 2022, one control 
room will be set up in the of-
fice of all district education 
officers. The District Edu-

cation Officer will appoint 
one officer of his office, two 
employees, and one class IV 
official in the control room. 
The officers appointed to 
this control room will main-
tain direct contact with the 
control room set up at the 
board headquarters. It is 
necessary to send the list of 
appointed officers and offi-
cials to the control room es-
tablished at the board head-
quarters. The identity cards 
have been issued by the 
board to all camerapersons, 
the jammer man, and repre-
sentatives deployed at bio-
metric, frisking, and CCTV 
in all the examination cen-
tres established across the 
state. Following the signa-
ture of the district represen-
tative of the concerned firm 
on these identity cards, the 
centre superintendent must 
countersign them all.  

raviNDer Malik
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shocking

Chandigarh Police has 
arrested a 25-year-
old Bihar native for 

allegedly strangulating to 
death an 18-year-old school 
student at her residence in 
Burail here, police said on 
Wednesday.

According to the police, the 

accused, identified as Mo-
hammed Sharik, is married 
and was allegedly pressuring 
the girl to be in an extramari-
tal relationship with him. 

When the victim, who was 
18 years old, became aware 
of his married status, she re-
fused to entertain him and 
stopped talking. According 
to police, the man was en-
raged by this and allegedly 

killed her.
Officials said that they ar-

rested the accused at the 
Sector-43 bus stand while 
he was trying to escape after 
the murder.

The class 12 student lived 
with her mother and young-
er brother in a rented house 
in the same area where the 
accused lives.

The two were in touch, but 

the exact reason behind the 
girl’s murder is not known 
yet, police said.

The incident was reported 
on 19 November, when the 
victim’s brother had gone to 
school and her mother, who 
works as domestic help, had 
gone out for work.

Upon his return home in 
the afternoon, the deceased’s 
brother found the door of 

the house open and found 
her lying unconscious on 
the bed.

He called up his mother, 
and the girl was taken to 
a hospital with the help of 
their neighbors, where doc-
tors declared her dead.

Following this, the police 
were informed, and the body 
was sent for a post-mortem 
examination.
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25-year-old held for killing 
class12 girl student



Congress model means 
vote-bank politics: PM

of BJP, he added.  Hailing the de-
velopment of Gujarat, he said, “20 
years ago, the electricity generated 

from coal in Gujarat was only 55 MW, today, 
17,000 MW electricity is generated from coal 
in Gujarat.” 

“Twenty years ago, wind power was not 
an objective in Gujarat. Today, 10,000 
mega watts of electricity is obtained 
from wind energy in Gujarat,” he added. 
“Today more daughters are born than sons,” 
he said. 

PM Modi exuded confidence that people 
of Gujarat will give historic victory to BJP. 
“Today Gujaratis have only one slogan... 
once again... Modi government,” he stated. 
“In the last 20 years, Gujarat has changed 
a lot. Today’s generation does not know 
the scarcity Gujarat faced. This generation 
has not seen scarcity. For this, the previous 
generation has worked hard,” Modi stated. 

BJP suspends 12 more 
rebels in Gujarat
Dhawal Sinh Jhala from Aravalli district and 
Ram Sinh Thakor from Mehsana have also been 
suspended. Two each have been suspended 
from Anand, Banaskantha and Mahisagar 
districts. Manavjibhai Desai and L Thakor are 
from Banaskantha, SM Baant and JP Patel are 
from Mahisagar and Ramesh Jhala and Am-
arshi Bhai Jhala have also been suspended from 
Anand district. 

The BJP, seeking its seventh term in office in 
Gujarat, has denied tickets to 42 sitting MLAs. 

The party which announced its big first chunk 
of 160 candidates Saw 38 sitting MLAs being 
dropped. Later, the ruling party also announced 
three more lists of candidates for the remaining 
Assembly seats. 

European Parliament 
declare Russia 
“The deliberate attacks and atrocities carried 
out by the Russian Federation against the ci-
vilian population of Ukraine, the destruction 
of civilian infrastructure, and other serious 
violations of human rights and international 
humanitarian law amount to acts of terror,” the 
resolution said. 

However, this move is largely symbolic as 
the European Union has no legal framework 
to back it up, as per an Al Jazeera report. 

Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy welcomed the vote and said 
that Russia must be isolated at all levels and 
should be held accountable. 

Zelenskyy urged the United States and other 
countries to follow suit as he accused Moscow of 
targeting civilians, an allegation Russia denies. 
“I welcome @Europarl_EN decision to rec-
ognize Russia as a state sponsor of terror-
ism and as a state which uses means of ter-
rorism. Russia must be isolated at all levels 
and held accountable in order to end its 
longstanding policy of terrorism in Ukraine 
and across the globe,” Zelenskyy tweeted. 

Firing at Assam-
Meghalaya border: Govt 
S i l o n i  K a r b i  A n g l o n g , ”  s a i d 
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  n o t i f i c a t i o n . 
The state government on Tuesday said that a 
judicial inquiry has also been ordered follow-
ing the firing incident in West Karbi Anglong 

district along the Assam-Meghalaya border. 
The Assam government has already insti-
tuted a Judicial Inquiry under a Retired 
Judge of the High Court to ascertain the facts, 
circumstances and exact reasons for the in-
cident, the statement said on Wednesday. 
“In addition to this, the state government 
has also taken steps including transferring 
Imdad Ali, SP, West Karbi Anglong, and 
suspending Kajal Nath, Officer-in-Charge, 
Jirikinding police station, and Shikari 
Enghi, Forest Protection Officer, Khero-
ni Forest Range,” said the statement. 
The state government has also an-
nounced to provide Rs 5 lakh each to 
the next of kin of the six deceased per-
sons, who died in the firing incident. 
“All personnel of the Police Force and Forest 
Force involved in the incident will be closed 
to their respective Reserves, and the Assam 
government has decided to hand over the in-
vestigation of the entire incident to a Central/
neutral investigation agency,” the government 
statement said. 

‘Aaftab will kill me, cut me 
into pieces and throw me’, 
Shraddha told cops in 2020
had written a complaint letter on 23 November 
2020, at the Tulinj police station. 

The Maharashtra police also confirmed the 
authenticity of the said letter as to have been 
written by Sharddha. 

In the complaint letter, Shraddha said that 
she “did not have the guts to go to the police” 
because Aaftab had threatened to kill her. 
However, she added that Aaftab tried to kill 
her on the day she was writing the letter, and 
he also threatened to kill her and cut her into 
pieces and throw her away. 

“It’s been six months he has been hitting me,” 
the letter read. 

The letter further claimed that Aaftab’s 
parents were aware that he beat her up and 
that he tried to kill her.  “I lived with him till 
date as we were supposed to get married any-
time soon and had the blessings of his family. 
Henceforth, I am not willing to live with him. 
So any kind of physical damage should be 
considered coming from him as he has been 
blackmailing me to kill me or hurt me when-
ever he sees me anywhere,” the letter read. 
The letter surfaces a day after Aaftab on 
Tuesday told a Delhi court that he murdered 
his girlfriend in the “heat of the moment”.  
Meanwhile, Maharashtra Police said that 
based on a complaint by in 2020, they had be-
gun an investigation but the case was closed 
after she gave a written statement to withdraw 
the case.  DCP of Mira Bhayandar-Vasai Virar 
(MBVV) Commissionerate, Suhas Bavache 
said that Shraddha in her written statement 
had stated that “the dispute between herself 
and Aaftab was resolved.” “Whatever neces-
sary action had to be taken in that matter was 
done by police at that time. The application that 
was given by the complainant was also investi-
gated. After the investigation, the complainant 
herself gave a written statement that there is no 
dispute. Her friend’s parents also cajoled her to 
resolve the dispute. She gave the written state-
ment and after that the case was closed,” said 
Bawche. 

India-US defence 
ministers discuss
defence cooperation between New Delhi and 
Washington, keeping in view the growing ag-
gressive activities of Beijing,” sources said.

In its National Defense Strategy, which was 
released last month, the US has identified 
China as its most consequential strategic com-

petitor for the coming decades, whose “coercive 
tactics” are the most comprehensive and a seri-
ous challenge to U.S. national security. “This 
point in the US national defence strategy is 
quite important, which guides the Biden ad-
ministration’s policy towards China,” sources 
said, adding, “Defence Secretary Austin’s 
views were in fact reaffirmation of what the 
national defence strategy highlights in terms 
of China factor.”  According to sources, the In-
dian defence minister shared his perspective 
on Chinese activities on borders with India and 
in the other regions during talks with the US 
counterpart.

Significantly, the talks between the two min-
isters came at a time when the US Defence 
Secretary had made it clear that regional se-
curity is especially important right now due 
to China’s “increasing bellicosity” and Beijing 
intensifying its efforts to challenge the rules-
based international order. During his address 
at the ASEAN defence ministers’ conclave, 
Rajnath had also reaffirmed India’s call for 
a free, open and inclusive order in the Indo-
Pacific amid China’s growing assertiveness on 
maritime issues.

Signalling the Biden administration’s prior-
ity to address the issue of Beijing’s aggression, 
Austin, in his meeting with the Indonesian De-
fence Minister, made a pitch for stronger de-
fence ties amid growing Chinese naval activity 
in the Indo-Pacific region. Austin also met with 
Chinese Defence Minister General Wei Fenghe, 
during which he stressed the need for every 
single nation to respect the international or-
der in what was a clear signal for Beijing only, 
sources said. It was after meeting the Chinese 
defence minister that Austin held talks with 
Rajnath Singh.   

The US Defence Secretary had last spoken to 
Singh over the phone on September 26 – the 
day he received External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar in the Pentagon – and mentioned 
that the military cooperation between the two 
nations is at an all-time high.

These conversations, he said then, reinforce 
a growing depth, breadth and ambition of 
partnership between the two nations which is 
moving from strength to strength.

Both countries, as Austin had said in Septem-
ber, are also taking significant steps to deepen 
defence cooperation from stronger informa-
tion sharing and defence industrial ties to 
cooperation in emerging defence domains, in-
cluding through the launch of a new dialogue 
later this year.

In Cambodia, Rajnath Singh looked forward 
to building a roadmap towards greater defence 
industrial collaboration between India and US.

“He highlighted India’s growing expertise 
in aircraft maintenance, Repair and Overhaul 
(MRO) and ship-building, repairs and refits 
and suggested specific areas where US defence 
companies can look for technology coopera-
tion and manufacturing opportunities with In-
dian partners in India,” said a statement from 
the Defence Ministry.

“The two leaders expressed their commit-
ment towards an inclusive and rules-based 
Indo Pacific with freedom of navigation, 
overflight and unimpeded trade. They fur-
ther discussed initiatives that can be taken to 
strengthen maritime cooperation between the 
two countries including in maritime domain 
awareness. Both leaders also shared their per-
spectives on the regional security situation,” 
the statement added.

A jittery Centre to Punjab: 
Why no reply
Home Ministry to chip in, asking Bhagwant 
Mann government some pertinent questions. 
The letter, sent by the Inter-State Council un-
der the Home Ministry, on 4 October wanted to 
know from the state government the followings: 

Why and how the availability of illegal weap-
ons have become so easy across the state? 

How illegal weapons reach in the hands of 
the gangsters?

Send detailed report on gangsters operating 
from inside Jails using foreign-based handlers 
and committing crimes across Inter-State Bor-
der

Proliferation and use of illegal firearms by 
gangsters

Are adequate facilities arranged in all jails of 
the state for hearing prisoners through video 
conferencing or not?

How the gangsters lodged in the jails of the 
state? 

Even after 50 days, the Punjab government 
has not provided information to the central 
government. A jittery Centre asked the state 
government to send its reply to its earlier com-
munication. The inputs from the state govern-
ment is necessary as the information will be 
needed for the 31st North Zonal Council meeting 
in January 2013

6 killed in Shooting at US 
Walmart store
The mass shooting in the city of Chesapeake 
comes just before Americans celebrate the 
Thanksgiving holiday and follows a weekend 
gun attack at an LGBTQ club in Colorado that 
left five people dead.

“Chesapeake Police confirm 7 fatalities, in-
cluding the shooter, from last night’s shooting 
at Walmart on Sam’s Circle,” the city confirmed 
on its Twitter account.

Chesapeake Police Department officer Leo 
Kosinski had earlier told reporters that there 
had been “multiple fatalities” at the mega-
store, which local media reported was busy 
with holiday shoppers. Police told reporters 
that the attack happened at 22:12 local time 
(03:12 GMT).

Footage appeared online which appeared to 
show an eyewitness - wearing Walmart uni-
form - describing what happened. 

He said he had left a staff room, which a man-
ager then entered and opened fire.

“Sadly we lost a few of our associates,” the 
man said, clarifying that he did not know how 
many of his colleagues were shot. 

Police spokesperson Leo Kosinski said the 
shooting was believed to have happened inside 
the store, and that the suspect acted alone.

Walmart said it was “shocked at this tragic 
event” and that it was “working closely with 
law enforcement”. A further update from police 
in Chesapeake is expected later on Wednesday 
morning. A spokesperson for Sentara Norfolk 
General Hospital was quoted by local television 
station WAVY-TV saying that five people were 
being treated there.

One woman told WAVY-TV that her brother, 
a 20-year-old employee of the shop, was shot 
just 10 minutes after signing on for work.

But she said her sibling was able to talk to 
relatives and send texts - saying this was “com-
forting”.

‘Every party appoints a 
yes man, we want ECI 
functions independently’
of election commissioner. There were less 
tenure also but since the person concerned 
has reached 65 years we have to look for other 
alternatives. Justice Joseph: Look at the ap-
pointment of Sunil Arora in 2017

AG: Person who has been appointed as Elec-
tion Commissioner can be named as Chief 
Election Commissioner based on seniority. 
The model there is consultative process but it 
should be workable also. So, we just can’t go 
and borrow (from outside) the model just like 

that. Countries like Albenia, there are fragile 
democracies. In absence of good experience, 
no model will function well

Justice Joseph: But we are on a different 
footing, we have to see how the appointment 
process goes on, whether you want to include 
Supreme Court judges or not, but there needs 
to be a model in place. This is a much needed 
step now.

AG: There could be a shift between the 
nature of  governance and the quality of gov-
ernance. The convention is that all senior 
bureaucrats and officers at the state and the 
central government are taken into consider-
ation while appointment. This is scrupulously 
followed.

Bench: When you say that all civil servants 
have been taken into consideration, it points 
that you have only taken civil servants into 
consideration and no one else.

Justice Rastogi: As per your letter, 1991 Act 
deals with what will be their terms, their ap-
pointment remuneration and other things but 
here are looking at the entry level mechanism 
of appointment. What kind of independence 
is there under 1991 Act. AG: 1991 Act does not 
address these issues, then the act needs to be 
modified. Justice Aniruddha Bose: We are 
looking at the manner of appointment and to 
ensure that he/she is an independent person. 

Justice Joseph: The moment you pick up 
Election Commissioner and then the same 
person goes on to become Chief Election 
Commissioner, so you might have some res-
ervations.

Justice Rastogi: Take instructions again. 
After appointment of Election Commission-
er, on basis of seniority the person becomes 
Chief Election Commissioner. So there is no 
independent mechanism to pick up Election 
Commissioner, show us the mechanism for 
the entry level of the appointment of Elec-
tion Commissioner. AG: There is no direct 
appointment of Chief Election Commissioner

Justice Joseph: We have to then see how ap-
pointment of Election Commissioner goes 
as he is the man who becomes Chief election 
commissioner at one point of time. Justice Jo-
seph ; You haven›t relied on article 326 and 
whether right to vote is a fundamental right 
or not? It›s a constitutional right. What›s 
your argument whether it›s a statutory right 
or constitution right or a fundamental right

New video shows Jain 
enjoying meal
check-up in Tihar Jail. He had also claimed 
that he lost 28 kg while being locked up in jail. 

Sharing the video on his twitter handle 
BJP spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla 
said “One more video from media! After 
taking maalish from rapist & calling him 
PHYSIO therapist, Satyendra Jain can be 
seen enjoying sumptuous meal! Attendants 
serve him food as if he is in a resort on vaca-
tion!”  “Kejriwal ji ensured that hawalabaaz 
gets VVIP maza not saza!,” Poonawalla said 
In an accompanying video on his Twitter 
account, Poonawalla said after,” He is being 
served outside food by two attendants as if 
he is in a resort or a restaurant and there is a 
variety of delicacies and dishes in front him, 
as if he is not there for the saza (punishment) 
of corruption, but maza (fun) of maalish (mas-
sage)and restaurant food.”  “Arvind Kejriwal 
must answer why the person who has been 
in jail for the last five months is being given 
this facility by keeping him in the minister 
post -- to take ‘vasooli’ from Sukesh, maalish 
from a rapist and now food from outside jail,” 
Shehzad said. 

Taking a dig at the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), 
Union Minister Meenakshi Lekhi said that 
those who were giving character certificates 
to others got exposed. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Amid uproar over an invitation to fugitive Za-
kir Naik to take part in the FIFA World Cup 
in Doha, it is learnt that Qatar has told India 
through diplomatic channels that Naik was 
not invited.  Earlier Union Minister Hardeep 
Puri said, “India would convey its views on 
the matter in the ‘strongest possible terms’ to 
the authorities concerned.” It was reported 
that Qatar has officially invited Zakir Naik to 
deliver Islamic sermons at FIFA. A section 
of the ruling BJP back home has called for a 
boycott of FIFA. However, Vice President of 
India Jagdeep Dhankhar did attend the open-
ing ceremony of the World Cup.  Naik, a tel-
evangelist lives in Malaysia, where he moved 
from India in 2016 and he reportedly got per-
manent residency there. India is seeking his 
extradition.  Zakir Naik is a wanted man in 
India and faces charges of spreading hate in 
India and also money laundering. Ministry of 
Home Affairs declared Zakir Naik’s Islamic 
Research Foundation unlawful last year. Naik 
is accused of promoting hate, and disharmo-
ny, and his speeches are seen as objectionable 
as he has been extolling known terrorists pro-
moting conversion and terrorism. 

In order to improve train-
ing and surveillance of 
Flying Training Organi-

zations (FTOs) in the coun-
try, the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on 
Wednesday issued a circular 
for installation of CCTVs and 
others monitoring purposes. 

The DGCA circular reads 
that the Flying Training Or-
ganizations operate from var-
ious controlled and uncon-
trolled airfields. Inspection/
surveillance/audit of these 
flying training organizations 
are carried out by DGCA as 
per Civil Aviation Require-
ment (CAR). 

The objective of circular 
is to enhance DGCA over-
sight over flying training and 
ground training activities of 

Flying Training Organiza-
tion for improving the safety 
of operations and quality of 
training. This would also fa-
cilitate instructors in analyz-
ing the performance of the 
trainee pilots and investiga-
tions by DGCA.

The circular further read 
that for monitoring purposes 
cameras will be installed. 
“All the FTOS shall install 
cameras of high resolution 
in FTO premises to ensure 
proper visibility of flying 
training activities. The camer-
as should be installed to cover 
the following view of Apron 
area, Hangar, Taxiway and 
runway, Classrooms Exami-
nation Room and Area where 
the flights are authorized in 
Flight Authorization regis-
ter,” it read. 

The cameras should be in-

stalled and made operational 
within 90 days from the date 
of issue of this circular. 

Student Pilot License (SPL) 
and Flight Radio Telephony 
Operators License (FRTOL) 
(R) exams shall be carried 
out under camera with live 
feed to the Directorate of Fly-
ing Training (DFT) of DGCA 
which shall be intimated 
three days prior. 

In order to monitor Flight 
data in Aircraft, the circu-
lar read that many aircraft 
available for flying train-
ing are equipped with glass 
cockpit (Garmin G1000/ 
G3X etc.) which has a provi-
sion of recording flight data 
and/or fitted with ADS (B) 
which can also monitor the 
path followed by the aircraft. 
This provides opportunity 
for enhancement of training, 

improve training quality and 
objective surveillance. 

FTO shall ensure FTOS op-
erating with aircraft equipped 
with glass cockpit or ADS (B) 
shall monitor, analyze and 
maintain the data from the 
date of issue of this circular. 
FTOS operating with aircraft 
not pre-equipped with glass 
cockpit or ADS (B) shall 
devise a method within 90 
days for recording and moni-
toring of the flights to check 
if flight path flown by their 
trainee pilots and instruc-
tors are as per flight autho-
rization. FTO shall install/
carry equipment which au-
tomatically records at least 
following parameters; En-
gine start/stop time- as fea-
sible, Flight path followed iii) 
Height and Speed of aircraft 
at all times.

STILL IN DOUBT TIGHTENING NORMS 
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FUGITIVE ZAKIR NAIK NOT 
INVITED TO FIFA BY QATAR?DGCA circular on monitoring of 

Flying Training Organizations
In the wake of the horrific Shraddha 
Walkar murder case in the national 
capital, another similar case has 
come to light in Uttar Pradesh’s Sita-
pur, where the body of a woman was 
chopped and disposed off at a distant 
location. 

According to the Sitapur Police, 
they recovered the deceased’s body 
on November 8, identified as Jyoti 
alias Sneha, from Gulariha under 
the police station Rampur Kalan area 
in Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh, 
while the two main accused in the 
case, identified as Pankaj Maurya 
and Durjan Pasi, have been arrest-
ed. As per the police statement, the 
body parts of the deceased have been 
recovered from Gulariha under the 
police station Rampur Kalan area of 
Sitapur. The deceased is the wife of 
one of the accused, Pankaj Maurya. 

The Sitapur police in its state-
ment revealed, “the accused Pan-

kaj Maurya has confessed to Po-
lice that he along with one of his 
companions has killed his wife”. 
The accused in his statement to the 
police stated that the deceased, Jyoti 
alias Sneha, used to consume drugs 
regularly. “She used to stay at some-
one’s home for several days, due to 
which their relationship had gone 
sour”, asserted the accused Pankaj. 

In its statement, the Sitapur police 
explained that the accused, identi-
fied as Pankaj Maurya decided to 
eliminate Jyoti, whom he had been 
married to for over ten years after he 
suspected she was cheating on him. 

“Pankaj’s friend has also been ar-
rested for helping him in the crime”, 
informed the Sitapur police in its 
statement. 

The accused have been nabbed af-
ter successful surveillance through 
a joint effort by the Uttar Pradesh 
Police Special Weapons and Tactics 
(SWAT) and the Rampur police, the 
Police statement said. 

STILL IN DOUBT 
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MAN KILLS WIFE, CHOPS BODY INTO 
PIECES IN SITAPUR, ARRESTED
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IN KARNATAKA 

The Karnataka Po-
lice on Wednesday 
booked a man under 

the new ‘anti-conversion 
Act’ for allegedly luring a 
girl of another religion in 
the Nagamangala town of 
Mandya district.

The man, identified as 
Yunash Pasha, is accused 
of taking objectionable pic-
tures of the girl and harass-

ing her for marriage. Pasha 
has been booked under the 
new ‘anti-conversion Act’ 
and Protection Of Children 
from Sexual Offences (POC-
SO) Act.

The 13-year-old girl and 
her family have reported to 
the police that the accused 
gave them sleeping pills by 
mixing them with Sambhar 
at the Mandya’s Nagaman-
gala town.

According to the police, 
her father filed complaints 

on 18 November after he 
found his daughter stressed 
on 12 and 13 November.

However, girl also admit-
ted that she was sexually 
abused by the accused per-
son on 11 November when 
they were at their grand-
mother’s premises.

She further added that he 
(Pasha) used to talk to her 
constantly and had sent her 
a mobile phone and sim card 
earlier. Details of the matter 
are awaited. 
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mAN booKed foR hARAssINg 
A mINoR gIRl foR mARRIAge

Accused Yunash Pasha

IN TelANgANA

Am I doing hawala 
business? Asks minister 
after IT raids

Telangana labour minister 
Malla Reddy on Wednesday 
attacked the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi government 
for “deploying Income Tax 
officers to create terror”.

“Am I doing hawala busi-
ness? With K Chandrashek-
ar Rao’s blessings, we serve 
people. Is it wrong? BJP 
and Modi government are 
deploying IT officers to 50 
different places and houses 
to create terror,” Reddy said 
a day after the Income Tax 
department conducted raids 
at the properties belonging 
to him and his son-in-law. 
Income Tax officials had 
conducted raids at various 
locations including the resi-
dence of State minister Malla 
Reddy in Secunderabad on 
Tuesday.

Reddy further alleged the 
Central Reserve Police Force 
had ruthlessly beat up his el-
der son. “My elder son is in 
pain due to the beatings of 
CRPF.”

Later, addressing media 
persons, Reddy said that 
the raids were a “deliberate 
attempt” on KCR and minis-

ters of TRS.
“I am a TRS minister. They 

are doing this purposefully 
on KCR and our ministers,” 
Reddy said. Earlier on 9 
November, the sleuths of 
the Enforcement Director-
ate raided the residence of 
Telangana minister Gangula 
Kamalakar in Karimnagar in 
connection with an alleged 
illegal mining case.

“ED officials have checked 
eve r y t h i n g  a n d  we nt 
through all the documents, 
we will let the agencies in-
vestigate. We are cooperat-
ing with the government,” 

Gangula Kamalakar said on 
10 November.

ED attached the proper-
ties under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
2002 (PMLA) after con-
ducting investigations on 
the basis of an FIR and 
charge sheet filed by Tamil 
Nadu Police against the said 
company for “criminally 
conspiring and indulging in 
illegal granite mining activi-
ties leading to losses to the 
government and wrongful 
gain to themselves,” a state-
ment from the ED said on 24 
April, 2019. 
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mAssIve fIRe

AlmosT 100 houses 
guTTed IN mAssIve 
blAze IN KARbI ANgloNg

A large number of houses 
and shops were gutted in a 
massive fire in the Lahori-
jaan area near Bokajan in 
Assam’s Karbi Anglong dis-
trict along the Assam-Naga-
land border on Wednesday.

According to the police, 
several cylinders burst in the 
fire. One four-wheeler and 
three motorcycles have also 
been damaged in the fire.

Sub-Divisional Police Offi-
cer (SDPO) of Bokajan, John 
Das, told ANI that no casu-
alty had been reported in the 
incident.

“Fire tenders have reached 
the spot and tried to douse 
the flames. At least 100 
houses, business establish-
ments, and shops have been 
damaged in the fire inci-
dent,” John Das said.

Police suspected that the 
fire occurred due to a short 
circuit. 
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Visuals from the spot

Telangana Labour Minister Malla Reddy. 

ReAffIRmATIoN

Corruption-free 
land administration 
system launched: CM 

Chief Minister YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy reaffirmed 
that the YSR Jagananna 
Saswatha Bhu Hakku Mari-
yu Bhu Raksha Pathakam 
would usher in a land ad-
ministration system that 
has no room for corruption, 
tampering, land grabbing, 
duplication and civil dis-
putes in the State. 

Addressing a mammoth 
public gathering here on 
Wednesday after handing 
over the land title deeds to 
the property owners, the 
Chief Minister said that the 
programme, initiated two 
years ago at Jaggayyapeta, 
would be implemented 
in five phases to benefit 
7,92,238 land owners in 
17,850 revenue villages.  As 
part of the resurvey com-
pleted in 2,000 villages in 
a record time of just nine 
months, two lakh mutations 
have already been carried 
out in 4.31 lakh sub divi-
sions automatically saving 
the farmers an amount of Rs 
27.80 crore besides saving 
their valuable time.

While in the first phase, 
farmers in 2,000 villages 
will be handed over perma-
nent title deeds in the next 
fortnight, the distribution of 
land ownership documents 
in the second phase cover-
ing 4,000 villages would 
be completed by Febru-
ary 2023. The third phase 
covering another 6,000 
villages will be completed 
by May 2023, fourth phase 
covering 9,000 villages by 
August 2023 and finally the 
fifth phase covering the rest 
of the villages will be com-
pleted by December 2023. 

Recalling the numerous 
complaints received from 
the public on land grabbing 
and civil disputes during 
his 3,648 km padayatra, 
the resurvey of all lands 
was initiated by the govern-

ment with a view to help 
the farmers and other land-
owners. All illegalities, land 
grabbing, encroachments 
and civil disputes relating 
to land ownership will come 
to an end permanently with 
the completion of resurvey 
initiated after 100 years in 
the state, he said.

The resurvey, using ad-
vanced technology, heli-
copters, aircraft, drones, 
GNSS rovers and employ-
ing 10,185 village surveyors 
and 3,664 ward planning 
secretaries with an invest-
ment of Rs 1,000 crore will 
free all land owners from 
civil disputes, land grab-
bing, encroachments and 
fear of duplication, he said, 
adding that there would be 
no tampering of documents 
in future. 

The land owners would 
be given the physical re-
ceipts, besides an unique 
identification number and 
a QR code comprising com-
prehensive details of land 
including land mapping. 
Elaborating further, he said 
every land parcel will be 
provided with Bhu Raksha 
boundary stones, free of 
cost and the entire process 
will involve all stakeholders 
in every aspect and every 
stage of survey. There is also 
a provision for reverification 
of land ownership rights 
under Section 12 (S&B Act, 
1923) in case of objections.

MaDhu ShaRMa
Hyderabad

IN ChhATTIsgARh

Naxal leader with 
Rs 8 lakh reward on 
his head found dead

A Naxal Commander who 
carried a bounty of Rs 8 
lakh on his head was found 
dead under mysterious cir-
cumstances in Jiakorta for-
est near Bhusaras valley in 
Chhattisgarh’s Dantewada 
district, the police said.

The Naxal Commander 
was identified as Deva alias 
Tirri Madkam and his body 
was recovered with weap-
ons next to him in the for-
est under Kuakonda police 
station limits on Tuesday, 
the police said. Deva was a 
member of the Katekalyan 
Area Committee of CPI 
Maoist of Darbha Division. 

Over nine criminal cases 
were registered against him 
in District Dantewada and 
Sukma.

Inspector General of Police 
(IG Bastar Range), P Sun-
darraj said that upon receiv-
ing the information about 
the incident, a joint team of 
Dantewada police and CRPF 
230 battalion reached the 
spot and identified the body. 
Prima facie, it was suspected 
that Deva had died due to in-
fighting in the Naxal groups 
or anti-people activities 
of Naxalites. Nonetheless, 
the exact reason would be 
known after the post-mor-
tem report, he added.

Further investigation into 
the matter is underway. 
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Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai

AllegATIoNs

lAuNChINg opeRATIoN

CoNgRess Is uNITed, TheRe Is No 
RIfT, sAys KpCC ChIef shIvAKumAR

govT TAKINg jumbo meNACe 
seRIously, sAys Cm bommAI

Following allegations about 
a rift erupting in Karna-
taka Congress over ticket 
distribution, Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC) President DK 
Shivakumar on Wednesday 
clarified that the entire Con-
gress is united and they are 
one.
“We don’t have any rift. The 

entire Congress is united. 
We are one, and we will win 
the election,” said Shivaku-
mar while commenting on 
reports of a rift in the party 
over ticket distribution. Shi-
vakumar was speaking to 
ANI and said that he is con-
fident that the people will 
vote in favour of the Con-
gress party.
“People of Karnataka want 

to throw out BJP govern-
ment. It is the most corrupt 
government in this country. 
People will come to realize 
and witness this,” he said.

There were reports about 
Congress party leaders fight-
ing over ticket distribution 
for the upcoming Karnataka 
Assembly election.
The next Karnataka Legis-

lative Assembly election is 
scheduled to be held in or 
before May 2023 to elect all 
224 members of the state’s 
Legislative Assembly.
Shivakumar had earlier 

reached the state election 
commission office after Con-
gress general secretary Ran-
deep Singh Surjewala had 

launched an attack against 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai alleging 
that he was directly involved 
in electoral fraud that has 
come to light in Bengaluru.
Surjewala had demanded a 

high-level probe in the mat-
ter and claimed a private 
agency named “Chilume” 
was authorised by the Bru-
hat Bengaluru Mahanagara 
Palike (BBMP) - the urban 
local body of Bengaluru, to 
carry out a door-to-door 
survey of voters in the city. 

The state government is tak-
ing the elephant menace se-
riously and has constituted 
the Elephant Task Forces to 
deal with the wild elephants, 
said Chief Minister Basa-
varaj Bommai. 

Speaking to reporters at 
Halebeedu Helipad here 
on Wednesday, he said the 
elephants which had come 
here following drought for 
many years have not re-
turned. Other reasons for 
the jumbo attack are human 
beings entering forests for 
some reasons and the cli-
mate change. It will be very 
difficult to disperse the herd 
of elephants. Since it is not 
correct to launch an opera-
tion after any single incident, 
the task force has been con-
stituted to launch the op-
eration regularly. Each task 

force is provided with train-
ing, vehicles, equipment and 
also established the control 
room. The job of the special 
force members is to patrol 
the elephant-infested areas 
regularly and push back 
them into forests. In case the 
wild elephants are more in 
number, then members of all 
the forces must join together 
and send back the jumbos 

into forests. 
The task force has been 

given directions to launch 
this operation for at least ten 
days. A sum of Rs 100 crore 
has been earmarked in this 
year’s budget for this pur-
pose. A new kind of fence 
is being put up in Bandipur 
National park. The Elephant 
Corridor will be fully pro-
tected.
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Alleged fAIluRe

goA TouRIsm depARTmeNT Issues NoTICe 
To yuvRAj sINgh oveR vIllA
TDG NETWORK
Panaji  

The Goa Tourism Depart-
ment has issued a notice 
to former cricketer Yuvraj 
Singh for his alleged failure 
to register his villa in Morjim 
with the tourism depart-
ment before putting it for 
up for homestay online and 
called him to appear before 
the authority for personal 
hearing on 8 December.

The Tourism Department 
has initiated proceedings 
under the Registration of 

Tourist Trade Act for failure 
to register the villa, situated 

in Varchawada, Morjim, 
with the department. The 
notice issued by Deputy 
Director of Tourism Rajesh 
Kale, on 18 November ad-
dressed to the cricketer-
owned villa, ‘Casa Singh’, 
located at Morjim in North 
Goa, reads, “It has come 
to the notice of the under-
signed that your residential 
premises located at Varcha-
wada, Morjim, Pernem, Goa 
is allegedly functioning as a 
homestay and is being mar-
keted on online platforms 

like Airbnb.”
The tourism department 

also quoted a tweet by the 
former cricketer in which 
he said he would be hosting 
an exclusive stay at his Goa 
home.

“I will be hosting an exclu-
sive stay at my Goa home for 
a group of 6, only on @Airb-
nb. This is where I spend 
time with my loved ones 
and the home is filled with 
memories from my years on 
the pitch,” Singh had said in 
a tweet.

Yuvraj Singh 

CM YS Jagan Mohan Reddy 

top of the day

heRoIN woRTh  
Rs 13 CRoRe 
seIzed IN AIzAwl
aizawl: the Mizoram 
Police seized heroin 
weighing 2.76 kg valued at 
rs 13.8 crore in the inter-
national market from the 
aizawl district, said police.
according to Mizoram 
police, on Monday night 
at 11:45 pm, informa-
tion was received at the 
zonuam police outpost in 
the aizawl district from a 
reliable source regarding 
suspected contraband 
drugs being stashed away 
by unknown persons on 
the roadside along MzU 
road. “Police party along 
with two civilian witnesses 
rushed to the spot. on 
conducting a thorough 
search in the area after 
midnight, a big sack con-
taining 22 black polythene 
parcels were found hidden 
in the bushes about 12 
meters down from the 
roadside. on checking, a 
total of 215 soap cases of 
heroin weighing 2.76 kg, 
valued at rs 13.8 crore in 
the international market 
was recovered and seized,” 
a senior officer of Mizoram 
police said on tuesday.

fIRe bReAKs 
ouT AT sCRAp 
godowN IN 
odIshA
jajaPUr: a massive fire 
broke out in the scrap go-
down in the jajpur district 
of odisha on wednesday 
afternoon. the incident 
took place at a scrap 
godown near dhaneswar. 
a total of five teams of 
firefighters are carrying 
out the fire extinguishing 
operation. 

NIA ARResTs oNe 
moRe ACCused 
IN explosIves 
ReCoveRy CAse
new delHi: the national 
investigation agency has 
arrested one more ac-
cused in a case connected 
with the recovery of explo-
sives at tipa in Mizoram.
in an official statement 
on tuesday, the central 
agency informed that 
the accused has been 
identified as 54-year-old 
lalringsanga, a resident 
of aizawl, under the 
Vaivakawn police station 
limits. the case pertains 
to the recovery of 2,421 
kilograms of explosives, 
1,000 detonators, and 
4,500 metres of detonating 
fuse, indian currency of rs 
73,500 and Myanmar Cur-
rency of 9,35,500 Kyat from 
a vehicle and the arrest of 
three men-- sangkima 
(Myanmar national), MC 
lallungrualpuia, and 
lalthengliana.

eARThquAKe of 
3.8 mAgNITude 
hITs bAsAR
itanagar: a low-density 
earthquake of 3.8 magni-
tudes hit the basar town 
in lepa-rada district in 
the state of arunachal 
Pradesh on wednesday 
morning, said national 
Center for seismology 
(nCs). the earthquake 
occurred 58 km of north-
west-north of basar at 
around 7:1 am in the 
morning today. the depth 
of the earthquake was 10 
km below the ground.

“earthquake of Magni-
tude: 3.8, occurred on 
23-11-2022, 07:01:40 ist, 
lat: 28.43 & long: 94.37, 
depth: 10 Km, location: 
58km nnw of basar, 
arunachal Pradesh, india,” 
nCs said in a tweet.

KPCC President DK Shivakumar



T he presence of Chi-
nese surveillance 
ships Yuan Wang 5 

in Sri Lanka’s Hambantota 
port in August 2022 fol-
lowed by another attempt 
by PLA Navy to place spy 
ship Yuan Wang 6 in the 
Indian Ocean into India’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ) and near Andaman 
islands in the first week 
of November has raised a 
new security concern for 
India. Since this was pre-
cisely timed with the con-
duct of another test of the 
Agni missile by India as 
well as the launch of a satel-
lite by China, it appears to 
have a dual role of spying 
on capability of Indian mis-
sile technology and to have 
close monitor activities of a 
satellite which may be used 
for military surveillance 
over India. As such, China 
is gradually spreading its 
economic and military ac-
tivities in the Indian Ocean 
and Asia Pacific regions for 
more than two decades with 
multiple strategic aims to 
achieve regional economic 
and strategic dominance 
over India, as well as to se-
cure uninterrupted Sea 
Lines of Communication 

(SLOC) and trade activi-
ties in Indian Ocean Region 
(IOR).

The growing influence of 
the USA, including QUAD 
countries, over countries 
in the South China Sea 
against Chinese ambitions 
to have complete superior-
ity in the region is another 
preemptive factor. China 
has attained the status of 
the world’s second largest 
economy with trade ex-
pected at more than US$ 
4.1 trillion. The significant 
share of trade is associated 
with countries of the Indo-
Pacific, Gulf, Africa and 
Europe, including huge im-
port of crude oils from Af-
rica and Middle East mainly 
through ships moving via 
the Indian Ocean. As such, 
the present leadership of 
China considers India and 
USA as potential rivals and 
their strategic alliance as the 
biggest challenge and threat 
to its futuristic intentions to 
dominate the world order as 
super power by all means. 
Hence China has formulat-
ed multipronged strategies 
of the Belt and Road initia-
tives, CPEC and building or 
operating port infrastruc-
ture projects in south Asia 
and Africa so as to achieve 
economic, diplomatic and 
military dominance against 
India and USA in the IOR. 
Under these projects, China 
has invested more than 250 
billion dollars in 138 coun-
tries as loan or otherwise, 
including in 21 ports.

Most of the countries are 
not able to repay Chinese 
loan and fall into a severe 
debt trap. Under the “String 

of Pearls Strategy”, China 
has established ports and 
infrastructure in almost 
each and every country 
around India. Chinese in-
volvement in Hambantota 
and Colombo in Sri Lanka, 
Gwader port in Balochistan, 
Deepwater Terminal in Ka-
rachi and mega CPEC proj-
ect passing through illegal 
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir are indeed great secu-
rity concerns for India. The 
CPEC project has provided 
direct access to PLA across 
PoK and the entire interna-
tional border of India and 
Pakistan. In the same way, 
the Gwader port and Kara-
chi base pose a big threat to 
Indian interests in the Ara-
bian Sea where the com-
bined strength of PLAN 
and the Pakistan Navy will 
form a single maritime front 
against India. Over and 
above, the western coast of 
India, particularly Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
Kerala and Lakshadweep 
will be highly vulnerable 
due to direct surveillance 
of Chinese presence in the 
region. Infrastructure and 
port development in Chit-
tagong Port in Bangladesh 
and Chinese investment 
in The Kyaukphyu Spe-
cial Economic Zone (SEZ) 
Deep Sea Port Project in 
Myanmar led to direct ac-
cess to China to have con-
stant surveillance on Indian 
missile and rocket launch 
programs, naval warships 
in the Bay of Bengal and 
upon most crucial tri ser-
vice military command of 
the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. In a similar way, 
China has built infrastruc-
ture in Maldives, South 
Africa, Tanzania, Kenya, 
Zanzibar, Sudan, Dolareh 
Multipurpose Port Djibouti, 
Mozambique and Madagas-
car. All projects developed 
by China in IOR are oper-
ated by government-owned 
companies; hence China 

continues to have direct in-
fluence and penetration in 
the region. China’s Anti-Pi-
racy Missions in the Middle 
East have facilitated to open 
its first overseas military 
base in Djibouti in 2017. 
Chinese presence in Kyyauk 
Myanmar and Gwadar port 
is very crucial as it provides 
China another route to the 
Middle East other than the 
existing route through the 
Strait of Malacca which has 
become a very crucial mari-
time location to join Indian 
Ocean with the Indo-Pacific 
region and under constant 
threat of blockage by US 
and allied forces to counter-
act Chinese intentions in the 
South China Sea, especially 
in Taiwan.

Undoubtedly, the Indian 
Ocean is a gateway to Asia 
and the Indo-Pacific region. 
The Indian Ocean is the 
third-largest ocean engag-
ing about 18% of the earth’s 
surface. The Indian Ocean 
has great significance in 
terms of global economy 
and strategic affairs, since 
all trade activities from the 
Indo-Pacific region and fuel 
trade from the Middle East 
to Europe and America 
are essentially through the 
Indian Ocean. Over and 
above, highly relevant and 
crucial choke points in In-
dian Ocean, like Strait of 
Malacca connecting Indian 
Ocean with the Indo-Pacific 
region, Suez Canal linking 
the Mediterranean Sea, The 

Mozambique Channel be-
tween Madagascar and Mo-
zambique, constitute a very 
crucial route to connect the 
Cape of Good Hope to the 
Middle East and Asia. Oth-
er notable geographic com-
ponents like Andaman Sea, 
Bay of Bengal, Gulf of Aden, 
Mozambique Channel, Per-
sian Gulf, Red Sea, Gulf of 
Oman and Gulf of Aden are 
highly significant. Hence, 
the Indian Ocean remains 
point of regional dominance 
for global superpowers to 
safeguard their trade and 
strategic interest.

Despite military and 
strategic presence of USA, 
Britain, France, Australia 
in IOR, the Indian Ocean, 
particularly Indian sub-
continent maritime zone, 
remained silent and away 
from any military activities 
of other countries until the 
recent past. However, ag-
gressive and growing bor-
der dispute  of China with 
neighbouring countries, 
attempt to forcibly annex 
Taiwan and debt trade pol-
icy against small countries 
like Sri Lanka and African 
countries have triggered a 
changing environment in 
IOR. The Indian Ocean is 
no more backyard water 
now. Chinese aggression 
has prompted USA and its 
allies to formulate QUAD 
and trilateral partnership of 
ACUS to counteract China. 
In addition, South Africa, 
Iran and their probable link 

with China is also sparking 
fuel to fire in future in the 
Indian Ocean. Russia and 
Japan are also emerging as 
a force in IOR. Though In-
dia has extremely fair and 
balanced relations with 
Russia, the role of NATO 
and USA in the ongoing 
Ukraine Russia conflict and 
strained relations among 
Israel-USA block vis-à-vis 
Iran and Saudi Arabia may 
force Russia and Iran to 
link with the Chinese block 
in future. Hence, India is at 
a crossroad on its long term 
strategy to maintain its le-
gitimate position and supe-
riority in the Bay of Bengal 
and Arabian Sea. 

Though USA and India 
have highly significant and 
deep strategic relations in 
IOR and the Asia Pacific 
region, India has to weigh 
and obtain a balance and 
equal importance in rela-
tions without absolute tilt 
towards USA as an ally of 
their choice and commit-
ments. Sensing threat, In-
dia has adopted the policy 
of look towards IOR and 
thereby build relations 
in equal terms of mutual 
respect and sovereignty. 
India has tremendous po-
tential to support friendly 
countries in multiple do-
mains of food and agricul-
ture, health IT, pharmaceu-
ticals, space and export of 
reliable and cost effective 
weaponries and missiles 
systems to them. India has 
to plan a long-term strategy 
to strengthen fire, surveil-
lance, interception, subma-
rine and under water com-
munication capabilities in 
the Indian Ocean Region to 
meet future requirements 
by 2050.
Major General J.K.S. Parihar, 
Sena Medal, Bar to Vishisht 
Seva Medal (Retd.), former 
Additional Director General, 
AFMS, and expert on defence 
and international strategic af-
fairs.

Chinese aggression in 
IOR poses global threat
India has to plan a long-term strategy to strengthen fire, surveillance, 
interception, submarine and under-water communication capabilities 
in the Indian Ocean Region to meet future requirements by 2050.

ECOLOGICAL BALANCE

MARITIME DOMINANCE

China has ceased to be the world’s best place for 
business, a fact that is more than apparent by now. 
The tide started to turn from 2020, when with the 
onset of Covid, China shut down city after city, dis-
rupting supply chains the world over. Everyone 
got a rude wake-up call on the downside of keep-
ing all one’s eggs in one basket. Nearly three years 
down the line, China has been lurching from one 
hiccup to another, with Xi Jinping adding his bit 
of ideological disruption to his country’s business 
climate. In his pursuit of “common prosperity”, 
apparently for reducing the gap between the rich 
and the poor, Xi has taken the hatchet to sector 
after sector, be it information technology or real 
estate. He is trying to return China to its socialist 
moorings. State control is coming back, along with 
regulatory interventions. Xi Jinping’s Zero Covid 
policy, even after recent relaxations, is punishing 
enough for violent protests to break out in Fox-
conn’s main iPhone factory in Zhengzhou. All this 
taken together has resulted in a slow movement 
of industry out of China. Given India’s capacity 
to absorb much more than what small countries 
like Vietnam, Bangladesh, Thailand and others 
can do, much of the movement out of China can 
be towards India. According to many recent inter-
national news reports, India has the cheapest man-
ufacturing cost in the world, even cheaper than 
Vietnam, which comes at number 3 and China at 
number 2. This is a huge advantage that India has 
over other countries, for which it needs to seize 
the moment. This is not the time to erect barriers 
or oppose the entry of foreign multinationals, say-
ing they will hurt indigenous industry. The target 
should be to make Indian industry global, which 
some of the top companies have already done. This 
is also the time to stay vigilant about the indus-
trial climate of the country, given China will take 
steps—in fact is taking—to hurt India’s image glob-
ally as a destination for foreign investment. For 
instance, any repeat of incidents like the labour 
violence at Wistron’s Karnataka factory in 2020 
can be a dampener. Of course, it does not mean 
that foreign companies can get away with labour 
abuse. Hence, attention should be paid to ensure 
companies setting up shop here create adequate 
conditions for the labour to thrive.

Here mention must also be made of the constant 
efforts being made internationally to paint India as 
a cauldron of hatred and religious violence, where 
the minorities are being oppressed. A narrative 
has been spun that India is a sliding democracy—
in fact an electoral autocracy. Indians may know all 
this to be completely false, but the narrative is get-
ting etched in stone at many levels internationally, 
and that is a problem. For, this may hurt the flow 
of investments into India, and that is what China 
is aiming to do. Hence, this is the time for mod-
eration, for tempering speech in particular. India’s 
enemies are waiting to grab whatever opportunity 
it gives them to show India in a poor light. That 
India is making waves globally, becomes obvi-
ous when some anonymous people take out a full 
page advertisement in a business newspaper in the 
United States, asking American business leaders 
not to go to India because it is an unsafe place for 
investment. This shows that someone somewhere 
is troubled with India’s rise. Hence, all the more 
reason why India needs to tread carefully. This is 
India’s time. It should not blow it.

Joyeeta Basu

PERSPECTIVE
GRAB THE OPPORTUNITY

THIS IS INDIA’S TIME, 
DON’T BLOW IT

Ecological balance is essential 
for the human survival on the 
earth. Ecology encompasses 
every being in this world. 
Each of these beings may be 
inseparable part of visible 
organisms or invisible mi-
crobes remaining indispens-
able to sustain the ecological 
systems of recycling and soil 
enrichment. Our social and 
cultural spheres of life dwell 
on consumerism rather than 
ethos of ecological balance. It 
is high time to channelize our 
focus on bioremediation tech-
niques in order to transform 
our lifestyle and professional 
practices through eco-friendly 

habits and activities.
Our global population might 
exceed 9 billion by 2050. 
There is a need to provide 
clean water, soil and air to the 
entire humanity. It is gener-
ally estimated that the world 
produces around 1.5 billion 
tonnes of rubbish every year. 
The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) estimates that 7 
million people may die out of 
respiratory diseases arising 
out of the quality of air every 
year. It could be astounding to 
see nearly 62 million deaths 
occurring every year due to 
toxic and industrial pollution 
according to various estimates 
(Source: www.microbiology-
society.org).

Our human centric advance-
ments in technology have im-
mensely benefitted us but at 
the same time, we need to be 
aware of our immediate chal-
lenges of the climate change, 
disappearance of certain spe-
cies of insects, excessive use of 
non-bio-degradable packag-

ing materials besides increas-
ing number of pollutants and 
toxic gases in our immediate 
environment. How do we 
create individual awareness 
in our society about it? It is not 
so easy to transform the vested 
interests profiteering through 
pollution making businesses 
or modify our lifestyle with-
out systematic inculcation 
of ecological values through 
education and culture. The 
apocalypse of insects and 
butterflies may be the early 
signs of declining biomass 
across the continents. Pollu-
tion stifles our existence and 
downsizes our ecological bal-
ance now. Our focus ought to 
be on preserving these species 
besides doing some significant 
research on the nuances of 
evolutionary history of such 
biomass in our ecology, which 
could lead to the preservation 
of forests and wild life in ad-
dition to the sustenance of in-
digenous farming practices. 
“Recent studies from Germany 

and Puerto Rico suggest that 
insects may be in a state of cat-
astrophic population collapse: 
the German data describe a 
76% decline in biomass over 
26 years, while the Puerto Ri-
can study estimates a decline 
of between 75% and 98% over 
35 years (Source: www.scien-
cedirect.com).”

The systemic changes in our 
packaging style are of great 
significance in order to avoid 
landfills of non-biodegradable 
plastic and microplastic waste 
besides silicon materials. A 
large amount aluminium 
foils along with various inor-
ganic pesticides find an easy 
way to mix with the water 
streams and soil. There have 
been innumerable instances 
of herbicides, pesticides and 
silicon waste contaminating 
water all over the world. Life 
style changes ought to reflect 
on what we do to our ecology 
and more importantly to the 
natural habitats of animals. 
The presence of microplastics 

in our food is a stark warning 
of the nature to discard our 
lackadaisical approaches of 
the waste management and 
adopt new ways of bioreme-
diation in order to absorb the 
pollutants through microbial 
organisms. Hence, the toxic 
pollutants could become 
non-toxic and recyclable 
substances.

The recent report of the 
United Nations on the cli-
mate change indicates: “Ris-
ing global temperatures have 
contributed to more frequent 
and severe extreme weather 
events around the world, in-
cluding cold and heat waves, 
floods, droughts, wildfires and 
storms”. It is going to be inevi-
table to see excessive rainfall 
across the world and some-
times resulting in the flash 
floods as the drastic change 
in the weather patterns of the 
earth is going to affect all of 
us. The groundwater diver-
sity and its hydrology might 
be completely transformed by 

the earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions across the world. 
How can we safeguard the 
entire humanity from these 
natural disasters? It is time 
for the world leaders to think 
beyond the narrow walls of 
GDP and find solutions for the 
existential questions haunting 
the ecology.

There could be absolute 
policy changes in managing 
our ecology only when the 
Global leaders continue to 
work together without sim-
ply looking after highly pol-
luting industries or immediate 
economic gains made out of 
unfair ecological imbalances. 
Most of the researchers in the 
Eco-hydrology indicate the 
environment impact factors 
determining the presence 
or absence of a species ev-
erywhere. The recently held 
G-20 meet of the global lead-
ers has sent the finest signals 
of change across the world to 
curtail reckless paradigms 
of consumerism eroding the 

biota in our ecosystem. 
It has been proven by several 

researchers that the anthropo-
genic electromagnetic radiation 
causes the disappearance of 
several insects along with the 
excessive use of herbicides 
and pesticides during this era 
of climate change. The threat 
of nonionizing electromagnetic 
field is widening every day as 
we are caught up with using 
all kinds of smart gadgets, 
wireless technologies, 5G in-
ternet services, myriad medical 
technologies such as MRI scan, 
FM/Radio broadcasting and 
TV services, radar and satel-
lite technologies. We need to be 
cautious that the composition 
of vegetation on the earth may 
radically be drifted by the re-
tarded responses of the plants 
bereft of nutrients, oxygen or 
sudden change in weather and 
soil caused by the nonionizing 
electromagnetic field. Interna-
tional Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) has published 
a “Red List of Threatened 

Species” in 2018 stating that 
26,000 species of insects, fun-
gi, plants and animals  might 
become extinct affecting our 
planetary health. “The more 
recent May 2019 report by the 
Intergovernmental Science and 
Policy Platform on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services, Paris, 
France [11] projected that at 
least 1 million plant and ani-
mal species worldwide are at 
imminent threat of extinction 
if our current human actions 
and activities are not immedi-
ately reversed” (Source:www.
degruyter.com). Our flora and 
fauna will certainly be affected 
with our man-made ecologi-
cal disasters throughout the 
earth. Most of the migratory 
birds and insects along with 
several beneficial microorgan-
isms may not be there for our 
future generation. It is high 
time to actualize our lifestyle 
changes at once.
The author is a corporate trainer, 
course developer and curriculum 
consultant.

Perspectives on bioremediation and eco-friendly lifestyle

opinion
J.K.S. PARIHAR
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Karnataka Power Trans-
mission Corporation Limited 
vs JSW Energy Limited ob-
served that a contract can 
be said to be concluded only 
when parties are ad idem 
which are containing all the 
essential terms of the contract.

In the present case, it was 
observed by the three judg-
es’ bench of the Apex Court, 
while partly allowing the 
appeal filed by the Karna-
taka Power Transmission 
Corporation Limited against 
the High Court of Karnataka 
that had set aside the orders 
passed by the Karnataka 
Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission. 

However, the issue raised 
before the High Court be-
ing whether there is existed 
a binding contract between 
the JSW Energy Ltd and the 
KPTCL on the tariff which 
is being prior to commence-
ment of Karnataka Electricity 
Reform Act, 1999 with effect 
from June 01, 1999, in relation 
to the terms of Explanation to 
Section 19 and proviso to Sec-
tion 27(2) of the Act? It has 
been answered against the 
KPTCL by the High Court.

The court observed that 
while reappreciating the 
material on record and inter-
preting the communications 
exchanged between the par-
ties, the Apex Court bench 
comprising of Justice KM Jo-
seph, Justice Aniruddha Bose 
and Justice Hrishikesh Roy 
observed and has came up to 
the conclusion that there was 
no concluded contract within 
the meaning of proviso to 

Section 27 of the Act. Further, 
the bench in its judgement re-
ferred to various provisions 
of Contract Act.

The court observed that in 
order that there must be a 
contract undoubtedly, con-
cluded and there must be a 
proposal being made which 
must be accepted. Thus, 
there must always be a con-
sideration for the promise 
and the proposal needs to 
be accepted, which needs 
to be communicated and it 
has already been explained. 
The acceptance given must 
be unqualified. This being 
an over simplification of the 
complex process. It can be 
said that as the parties can 
be said to have entered into 
a contract or a contract and 
the same would have been 
said to be concluded only 
when they are ad idem on all 
the essential terms as stated 
under the contract. However, 
in a contract, if the propos-
als containing the essential 
terms have been accepted, 
and has communicated the 

acceptance and, if the other 
conditions as stated under 
Section 2 of the Indian Con-
tract Act, 1872 are compiled 
with and that there being no 
consideration and the con-
tract is enforceable in law, 
within the meaning of Sec-
tion 10 of the Act, it would 
be leading to the creation of 
a concluded contract.

Further, the court while 
partly allowing the appeal 
stated that there being no 
concluded contract and a 
Power Purchase Agreement 
was not being a mere desire 
but an indispensable require-
ment for concluding the 
terms. Thus, it is being clear 
that all through the parties 
undoubtedly contemplated 
while entering into a power 
purchase agreement. The po-
sition of the parties and the 
subject matter of the contract, 
the implications of the work-
ing of the contract and more 
importantly, the intention of 
the parties have persuaded 
us to safely gather that there 
was a concluded contract.

in court

Supreme court: contract can 
Be Said to Be ‘concluded’ only 
When partieS are ad idem on all 
eSSential termS
TDG NeTwork

in court

The Supreme Court in the case PCIT Versus 
Royal Western India Turf Club, wherein the 
bench comprising of Chief Justice of India, 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, and Justice Hima 
Kohli observed and has dismissed the spe-
cial leave petition of the department chal-
lenging the decision of the Bombay High 
Court. It has been held by the Bombay High 
Court that any sum paid by a member of a 
club to acquire the rights of a club is a capital 
receipt and not a revenue receipt.

In the present case, the respondent or the 
assessee runs the race course in Bombay. 
During the assessment year 2009-2010 and 
in the years prior, thus, the assessee used to 
receive entrance fee amounts from life mem-
bers, club and stand members, service mem-
bers, and local members. It was also found 
that an amount has been credited to the 
General Reserves and had not offered it for 
taxation, claiming it to be a capital receipt.

However, the Assessing Officer disallowed 
it and added it to the heads of income as rev-

enue receipts.
It was observed that the assessee appealed 

before the CIT (A). it has been granted by 
the CIT(A) the assessee’s appeal and deter-
mined that the entrance fees were a capital 
receipt.

Further, department challenged the order 
before the ITAT. It has been noted by the 
ITAT that the right from practically the date 
of incorporation, the entrance fee from the 
members was treated as capital in nature, 
and the majority of the orders were being 
passed under Section 143(3) of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961.

Further, an appeal was made by the de-
partment to the Bombay High Court. Thus, 
the department’s plea has been dismissed by 
the court and has held that the Tribunal had 
not committed any perversity or applied in-
correct principles.

A special leave petition has been filled by 
the department before the Apex Court.

Accordingly, the court dismissed the peti-
tion filed under Article 136 of the Constitu-
tion of India.

Supreme court: diSmiSSed 
department’S Slp againSt hc 
deciSion holding that entrance 
FeeS received By cluB From itS 
memBer iS capital receiptS
TDG NeTwork

In the case Amrendra 
Kumar Singh vs Union of 
India and Anr, the Cen-

tral Government informed 
the Court that the process 
for appointments against 
15 vacancies in the National 
Company Law Tribunal is 
complete and the letters of 

appointments have been 
sent. Further, it has been 
stated by the Centre that 
the selection process for 
the remaining 19 vacancies 
is under way.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Krishna Murari and 
Justice S Ravindra Bhat ob-
served while taking note of 
this bench and has stressed 

that the filling up of vacan-
cies must be done with im-
portance.

Justice Krishan Murari 
orally stated that without 
investigation of this court, 
no steps can be taken by the 
Government regarding ap-
pointments, until a direction 
is being passed and monitor-
ing is done by this court.

The Top Court was ap-
praised by the Union of the 
fact that while advertising 
the 19 vacancies, it will also 
take the vacancies that will 
arise in the future were also 
taken into consideration. In 
relation with the vacancy 
in the NCLT, the court in-
formed that there was one 
vacancy which arose in Oc-

tober 2022 and the process 
for filling that vacancy will 
soon begin.

The court while taking 
note of the progress which 
is being made by the Union 
in the appointment of the 
members in NCLAT and 
NCLT, the court listed the 
matter for further hearing 
after 6 weeks.

in court

Centre tells Supreme Court: 
Appointment process for 15 NCLT 
vacancies complete

TDG NeTwork

The Delhi High Court in the case 
RMSI Private Limited Versus Na-
FAC observed and has quashed 
the assessment order passed with-
out issuing a show cause notice or 
a draft assessment order which 
has been mandated under Section 
144B(1)(xvi)(b) of the Income Tax 
Act, 1961.

The division bench comprising 
of Justice Manmohan and Justice 
Navin Chawla observed and has 
directed the department for issu-
ing a show-cause notice within four 
weeks.

In the present case, it has been 
stated by the assessee/petitioner 
that the assessment order had been 
passed without issuing a show 
cause notice and a draft assessment 
order, which were mandated under 
Section 144B(1)(xvi)(b). The action 
of the respondent was violative of 

Section 144B.
It has been contended by the as-

sessee that straightaway the respon-
dent issued the final assessment 
order without issuing any show 
cause notice or draft assessment 
order and assessed the petitioner’s 
income at Rs. 25,85,92,670. Thus, 
the department issued the notice of 
demand.

Further, it has been ordered by the 
court the Principal Commissioner, 
National Faceless Assessment Cen-
tre, for appearing before the court 
by way of an offline video link.

In the post-lunch session, the 
Principal Chief Commissioner, Na-
FAC, had appeared by way of an on-
line video link. It has been assured 
by the Principal Chief Commis-

sioner hat the National Faceless As-
sessment Centre would introduce 
a system of alerts and checks for 
ensuring that no final assessment 
order was passed without prior is-
suance of a show cause notice as 
well as a draft assessment order 
and without considering the reply 
which has been filed by the assessee 
and a request, if any, made by the 
assessee for an opportunity of being 
heard.

Therefore, the court ordered the 
Principal Chief Commissioner for 
investigating weather the National 
Faceless Assessment Centre would 
reverse a final assessment order 
that had been passed without giv-
ing a show-cause notice or in viola-
tion of principles of natural justice.

It has been stated by the court that 
the department is at liberty for is-
suing a draft assessment order or 
show cause notice to the petitioner 
and the proceedings shall continue 
in accordance with law.

delhi high court

Assessment order quashed passed 
without issuing draft assessment order

TDG NeTwork

The bench comprising of Justice Krishna Murari and Justice S Ravindra 
Bhat observed while taking note of this bench and has stressed 
that the filling up of vacancies must be done with importance.

It has been assured by the Principal Chief Commissioner 
hat the National Faceless Assessment Centre would 
introduce a system of alerts and checks for ensuring 
that no final assessment order was passed without 
prior issuance of a show cause notice as well as a draft 
assessment order and without considering the reply 
which has been filed by the assessee and a request, if any, 
made by the assessee for an opportunity of being heard.
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The Telecom Regula-
tory Authority of 
India (TRAI) has re-

leased the “Indian Telecom 
Services Performance Indi-
cator Report” for the Quarter 
ending 30th June, 2022, here 
today. This Report provides 
a broad perspective of the 
Telecom Services in India 
and presents the key pa-
rameters and growth trends 
of the Telecom Services as 
well as Cable TV, DTH & Ra-
dio Broadcasting services in 
India for the period covering 
1st April, 2022 to 30th June, 
2022 compiled mainly on 
the basis of information fur-
nished by the Service Pro-
viders.

The number of telephone 
subscribers in India in-
creased from 1,166.93 mil-
lion at the end of Mar-22 to 
1,172.96 million at the end of 
Jun-22, registering a growth 
rate of 0.52% over the pre-
vious quarter. This reflects 
Year-On-Year (Y-O-Y) decline 
rate of 2.46% over the same 
quarter of the last year. The 
overall Tele-density in India 
increased from 84.88% as in 
QE Mar-22 to 85.13% as in QE 
Jun-22.

Telephone subscribers in 
Urban areas increased from 
647.11 million at the end of 
Mar-22 to 649.09 million at 
the end of Jun-22 however Ur-
ban Tele-density decreased 
from 134.94% to 134.72% dur-
ing the same period. 

Rural telephone subscrib-
ers increased from 519.82 
million at the end of Mar-22 

to 523.27 million at the end of 
Jun-22 and Rural Tele-density 
also increased from 58.07% 
to 58.46% during the same 
period. 

Out of the total subscrip-
tion, the share of Rural sub-
scription increased from 
44.55% at the end of Mar-22 
to 44.66% at the end of Jun-
22.

With a net increase of 5.30 
million subscribers during 
the quarter, the total wire-
less subscriber base increased 
from 1,142.09 million at the 
end of Mar-22 to 1,147.39 mil-
lion at the end of Jun-22, regis-
tering a growth rate of 0.46% 
over the previous quarter. On 
Y-O-Y basis, wireless sub-
scriptions decreased at the 
rate of 2.83% during the year.  

Wireless Tele-density in-
creased from 83.07% at the 
end of Mar-22 to 83.27% at the 
end of Jun-22 with quarterly 
growth rate of 0.24%. 

Wireline subscribers in-
creased from 24.84 million 
at the end of Mar-22 to 25.57 
million at the end of Jun-22 
with a quarterly growth rate 
of 2.92% and, on Y-O-Y basis, 
wireline subscriptions also 
increased by 17.62% at the 
end of QE Jun-22.

Wireline Tele-density in-
creased from 1.81% at the 
end of Mar-22 to 1.86% at the 
end of Jun-22 with quarterly 
growth rate of 2.69%.

Total number of Internet 
subscribers increased from 
824.89 million at the end of 
Mar-22 to 836.86 million at 
the end of Jun-22, registering 
a quarterly growth rate of 
1.45%. Out of 836.86 million 
internet subscribers, number 

of Wired Internet subscribers 
are 28.73 million and number 
of Wireless Internet subscrib-

ers are 808.13 million.
The Internet subscriber 

base is comprised of Broad-

band Internet subscriber 
base of 800.94 million and 
Narrowband Internet sub-

scriber base of 35.92 million.
The broadband Internet 

subscriber base increased by 
1.60% from 788.30 million at 
the end of Mar-22 to 800.94 
million at the end of Jun-22. 
The narrowband Internet 
subscriber base declined by 
1.84% from 36.59 million at 
the end of Mar-22 to 35.92 
million at the end of Jun-22.             

Monthly Average Revenue 
per User (ARPU) for wireless 
service increased by 5.02%, 
from Rs.127.17 in QE Mar-22 
to Rs.133.55 in QE Jun-22. On 
Y-O-Y basis, monthly ARPU 
for wireless service increased 
by 27.61% in this quarter. 

Prepaid ARPU per month 
increased from Rs.121.91 in 
QE Mar-22 to Rs.128.61 in 
QE Jun-22, however, Postpaid 
ARPU per month decreased 

from Rs.200.56 in QE Mar-22 
to Rs.197.55 in QE Jun-22.                                

On an all-India average, 
the overall MOU per sub-
scriber per month decreased 
by 4.38% from 955 in Q.E. 
March - 2022 to 914 in Q.E. 
June- 2022.  

Prepaid MOU per subscrib-
er per month decreased from 
972 in QE Mar-22 to 936 in 
QE Jun-22. Postpaid MOU 
per subscriber per month 
also decreased from 721 in 
QE Mar-22 to 621 in QE Jun-
22. 

Gross Revenue (GR) and 
Adjusted Gross Revenue 
(AGR) of Telecom Service 
Sector for the Q.E. June-22 
has been Rs.76,408/- Crore 
and Rs.60,530/- Crore re-
spectively.  GR decreased by 
0.01% and AGR increased by 

2.79% in Q.E. Jun-22, as com-
pared to previous quarter.  

The Y-O-Y growth in GR 
and AGR in Q.E. Jun-22 over 
the same quarter in last year 
has been 17.91% and 17.91% 
respectively. 

Pass-through charges 
decreased from Rs.13,568 
Crore in QE Mar-22 to 
Rs.13,415 Crore in QE Jun-22 
with quarterly decline rate of 
1.12%.  The Y-O-Y decline rate 
of 0.38% has been recorded 
in pass-through charges for 
QE Jun-22.

The License Fee increased 
from Rs. Rs.4,712 Crore for 
the QE Mar-22 to Rs.4,844 
Crore for the QE Jun-22. 
The quarterly and the Y-O-
Y growth rates of license fee 
are 2.79% and 18.05% respec-
tively in this quarter.      

Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Consumer Af-
fairs, Food and Public Distri-
bution and Textiles, Piyush 
Goyal said that duties on 100 
percent tariff lines would 
be eliminated by Australia 
under the landmark India-
Australia Economic Cooper-
ation and Trade Agreement 
(Ind-Aus ECTA). He was ad-
dressing a press conference 
on the ECTA following the 
approval of the Agreement 
by the Australian Parliament 
today. 

Minister expressed his 
gratitude to Prime Minister  
Narendra Modi and said that 
the ECTA was made possible 
because of the bond that he 
had built with the leadership 
in Australia cutting across 
party lines. 

Goyal said that the ECTA 
would give a big boost to sev-
eral sectors of the economy, 
especially textiles, gems and 
jewellery and pharmaceu-
ticals. It may be noted that 
10 lakh jobs are estimated 
to be created as the result of 
the ECTA. He noted that the 
Agreement would also open 
new opportunities for the 
service sector in India and 
would immensely benefit 
students by offering them 
an opportunity to work in 
Australia. Annual Visa quo-
ta of 1800 is to be instituted 
for India Yoga teachers and 
Chefs.

 The Minister underscored 
that the Agreement was fi-
nalized after extensive and 
exhaustive stakeholder con-

sultations and pointed out 
that it was unanimously ac-
cepted and supported by all 
quarters. 

Goyal observed that the 
Agreement reflected the con-
fidence and trust between 
the two countries, and In-
dia’s growing stature in the 
world. He said that ECTA 
would further deepen India’s 
relationship with Australia, 
a vibrant democracy which 
shared several of India’s in-
terests. 

IndAus ECTA which was 
signed on 2 April 2022, is 
now ready for ratification 
for its early implementation, 
with the Ind-Aus ECTA Bill 
and the DTAA amendment 
bill being passed by the Aus-
tralian Parliament today and 
is being placed before Execu-
tive Council to get Royal As-
sent. The Agreement will 
enter into force shortly, on 
a mutually convenient date 
once both the sides have 
completed their domestic 
processes.   

Australia is an important 
strategic partner of India 
and both the democracies 
are part of the four nation 
QUAD, Trilateral Supply 
Chain Initiative and the 
Indo-Pacific Economic Fo-
rum (IPEF). The trade rela-
tionship facilitated through 
ECTA will open a new 
chapter on India-Australia 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership between two 
vibrant economies with 
shared interest and trade 
complementarities. This 
agreement initiated by the 
Hon’ble Prime Ministers of 

both the sides, is the corner-
stone of our multi-faceted 
bilateral relations. ECTA is 
the first trade agreement of 
India with a developed coun-
try after more than a decade. 
The Agreement encom-
passes cooperation across 
the entire gamut of bilateral 
economic and commercial 
relations between the two 
friendly countries. This will 
also connect with more than 
seven lakhs of Australia’s 
Indian diaspora, second 
highest taxpaying diaspora, 
which makes a significant 
contribution to Australia’s 
society and economy. 

ECTA provides for an in-
stitutional mechanism to en-
courage and improve trade 
between the two countries. 
For the first time, decisions 
completely based on exten-
sive stakeholder consulta-
tions with every industry, 
Ministries, trade associa-
tions etc unlike the previ-
ous FTAs was undertaken. 
It is expected that with this 
agreement, the total bilateral 
trade will cross US$ 45-50 
bn in 5 years from exist-
ing US$ 31 bn. India’s Mer-
chandise Exports is likely 

to increase by 10 billion by 
2026-27. Moreover, since the 
labour-intensive sectors will 
be benefitted, it is expected to 
create an additional employ-
ment of atleast 10 lakhs jobs 
in India, create ample op-
portunities for investment, 
promotion of start-ups. 
Similarly, it would provide 
enhanced job opportunities 
for Indians in Australia and 
increased remittance flows 
to India. 

Around 96% of Austra-
lia’s exports are raw ma-
terials and intermediate 
products which will allow 
many Indian industries to 
get cheaper raw materials 
and make them competitive. 
Investments will help in-
creasing presence of higher 
value products of advanced 
technology, thereby promot-
ing vertical Movement in the 
value chain (Engineering, 
Electronics, Pharmaceuti-
cals & Medical devices). An-
other major gain is in Phar-
maceuticals sector, where 
Drugs approved in other 
developed jurisdiction will 
get fast track approval for 
patented, generic and bio-
similar medicines.

 As regards trade in ser-
vices, Australia has offered 
wide ranging commitments 
in around 135 sub sectors. 
which cover key areas of 
India’s interest like IT, ITES, 
Business services, Health, 
Education, and Audio vi-
sual. Some of the key offers 
from Australia in the services 
space include: Quota for chefs 
and yoga teachers; Post study 
work visa of 2-4 years for In-
dian students on reciprocal 
basis; mutual recognition of 
Professional Services and 
Other licensed/regulated 
Occupations; and Work & 
Holiday visa arrangement 
for young professionals. 
Moreover, the long pending 
issue under Double taxation 
related to IT/ITES has been 
resolved under this Agree-
ment which will provide a 
financial savings of more than 
US$ 200 million per year as 
per the estimates received 
from the Industry Associa-
tions. 

As part of the commitments 
under ECTA, for the Com-
prehensive Ind-Aus ECTA, 
Chief Negotiators from both 
the sides will have a meeting 
shortly to finalise the Scoping 
document.

 In a nutshell, the India-
Australia ECTA will further 
cement the already deep, 
close and strategic relations 
between the two countries 
and will significantly enhance 
bilateral trade in goods and 
services, create new employ-
ment -opportunities, raise liv-
ing standards, and improve 
the general welfare of the 
peoples of the two countries.

In continuance of Anti-Drug 
operations, officers of Central 
Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) 
Neemuch, have busted inter-
state drug cartels involved in 
trafficking of illicit Opium 
from North East India to Ra-
jasthan. The seized opium is 
worth around Rs 14 crore in 
the international market.

After receiving specific in-
telligence that drug traffick-
ers of Rajasthan were using 
Trawler trucks having spe-
cially built cavities for smug-
gling huge quantities of illicit 
opium from North Eastern 
States to Rajasthan, officers 
of CBN initiated “OPERA-
TION TULIP” to bust these 
inter-state cartels.

On 15.11.2022, officers of 
Central Bureau of Narcotics 
(CBN), intercepted an Ashok 
Leyland Trawler (22-Wheel-
er) at Rajadhok Toll Plaza, 
Jaipur-Agra Highway, Jaipur 
(Raj.) and seized 95 packets of 
Opium weighing 102.910 kg.

During this operation the 
drug traffickers tried to es-
cape by ramming the truck 
into the government vehicle 
escorting it. The government 
vehicle and the truck got se-
verely damaged but driver 
of government vehicle ex-
hibited exceptional bravery 
and presence of mind along 
with officers of CBN to foil the 
escape plan of drug traffick-
ers. Upon sustained question-
ing, the occupants of vehicle 
revealed that Opium was 
concealed in specially built 
cavities inside the trawler. 

After reaching CBN office, 
the Ashok Leyland Truck 
(Trawler) was thoroughly 
searched and total 95 packets 
of Opium weighing 102.910 
kg was recovered from spe-
cially built cavities inside the 
trawler.

In follow up operation dated 
20.11.2022, officers of CBN, 
intercepted a Tata Trawler 
at a toll tax near Barabanki 
(U.P.) and recovered 133 
packets of Opium weighing 
135.709 kg. The driver of the 
truck rammed his vehicle into 
the barricade of toll plaza.

The vehicle was brought to 
CBN office and thoroughly 
searched and 133 packets 
of Opium weighing 135.709 
kg was recovered & seized.  
These packets were concealed 
in a special cavity made un-
derneath the trawler between 
the rear tyres.

On 23.11.2022, officers of 
CBN on the basis of specific 
intelligence intercepted a 
Tata Trawler in Hisar district 
(Haryana) and recovered 33 
packets of Opium weighing 
33.870 kg. After gathering 
Specific intelligence that a 
Tata Trawler with Registra-
tion number of Rajasthan 
would be carrying huge 

quantity of illicit Opium from 
North East India towards 
Rajasthan via Haryana, sur-
veillance on the anticipated 
route was mounted by the 
CBN officers.

Subsequently, the suspected 
Trawler truck was identified 
and was intercepted at a toll 
plaza situated near Hisar 
(Haryana). As it was not 
possible to search the ve-
hicle on highway owing to 
safety and security issues, it 
was brought to CBN Office. 
The vehicle was thoroughly 
searched and 34 packets of 
Opium weighing 33.870 kg 
was recovered from a spe-
cially built cavity underneath 
the front side of the trawler.

The vehicles along with 
recovered illicit Opium have 
been seized under the provi-
sions of NDPS Act, 1985 and 
6 persons have also been ar-
rested in this operation so far.

CBN had also made a sei-
zure of 38 kg of illicit opium 
in Rajasthan which was 
trafficked from North East 
in the month of April this 
year. These seizures have 
highlighted an important fact 
that huge quantities of illicit 
opium are being trafficked 
from North- East India.

TRAI releases “Indian Telecom Services 
performance indicator report” for the quarter 

Duties on 100 percent tariff lines to 
be eliminated by Australia under the 
landmark Ind-Aus ECTA Piyush Goyal

Central Bureau of narCotiCs 
seizes 272 kg illiCit opium 
worth rs 14 Crore from  
inter-state drug Cartels
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•   An estimated 10 lakh jobs to be created as the result of 
the ECTA:Piyush Goyal 

•   ECTA finalized after exhaustive stakeholder consulta-
tions; Agreement unanimously accepted and appreci-
ated by all quarters:  Piyush Goyal 

•   ECTA to give a major boost to Gems and Jewellery sec-
tor:  Piyush Goyal 

•   ECTA to enhance people to people contact leading 
to generation of additional businesses, significant 
increase in exports, investment and employment for 
more than one million.
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TOP OF THE DAY

EARTHQUAKE OF 
MAGNITUDE 6 
RATTLES ANKARA
ANKARA: An earthquake 
of magnitude 6 on the 
Ritcher scale struck 
186 kilometres west-
northwest of Ankara in 
Turkey on Wednesday, 
the National Center for 
Seismology has said. 
The earthquake with a 
depth of 10 kilometres 
struck at 4:08 am (local 
time) on Wednesday. No 
casualties have been 
reported so far. National 
Center for Seismology 
tweeted, “Earthquake of 
Magnitude:6.0, Occurred 
on 23-11-2022, 06:38:16 
IST, Lat: 40.84 & Long: 
31.01, Depth: 10 Km, 
Location: 186km WNW of 
Ankara, Turkey.”  Accord-
ing to Turkey’s Disaster 
Management Agency, 
AFAD, the earthquake 
which struck at 4:08 
am on Wednesday was 
centred about 14 km 
northwest of Duzce.

1 KILLED, 18  HURT 
IN JERUSALEM 
EXPLOSIONS 
TEL AVIV: At least one 
person was killed and 18 
others got injured due 
to twin explosions in 
Jerusalem on Wednes-
day morning.“A horrific 
morning in Jerusalem. 1 
killed and 18 hurt in two 
separate terrorist attacks 
in which two bombs went 
off at two bus stops. We 
mourn for the victim 
who was murdered and 
pray for the recovery of 
the injured,” the State of 
Israel’s official handle 
tweeted. The first explo-
sion occurred close to the 
main entrance of a bus 
stop in Givat Shaul, west 
Jerusalem around 7 am. 
Shortly after, a second 
blast took place at the 
Ramot junction, another 
entrance to the city.

4.3 MAGNITUDE 
QUAKE JOLTS 
AFGHANISTAN
KABUL: An earthquake 
of magnitude 4.3 on 
the Richter scale jolted 
Afghanistan on Wednes-
day, the National Center 
for Seismology said. The 
earthquake struck at a 
depth of 200 kilometres 
at 9:37 am IST today. Tak-
ing to its Twitter handle, 
the National Center 
for Seismology said, 

“Earthquake of Magni-
tude:4.3, Occurred on 
23-11-2022, 09:37:01 IST, 
Lat: 36.62 & Long: 71.20, 
Depth: 200 Km ,Location: 
Afghanistan.”Earlier on 
November 7, an earth-
quake of 5.4 magnitude 
struck parts of the 
Badakhshan province in 
northeastern Afghanistan,

PROTEST BREAKS 
OUT AT CHINA’S 
GIANT IPHONE 
FACTORY
BEIJING: Hundreds 
of workers protested 
at Foxconn’s flagship 
iPhone plant in China 
where men and women 
were captured in the 
footage marching with 
some of them confronted 
by people in Hazmat suits 
and riot police, Reuters 
reported citing videos 
circulated on social 
media. The protests in 
China mark an escalation 
of unrest at the massive 
factory in Zhengzhou city. 
The workers were frus-
trated with the delayed 
bonus payments.

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday (local time) cleared 
the way for the imminent 
handover of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s tax 
returns to a congressional 
committee after a three-year 
legal fight. The court’s move 
is a major loss for Trump, 
who has sought to shield the 
release of his tax returns for 
years and is currently un-
der multiple investigations, 
reported CNN. Trump’s le-
gal team has continuously 
sought to keep his returns 
secret and turned to the Su-
preme Court—composed of 
three of his nominees—after 
he lost at the lower court level.

Chief Justice John Roberts, 
who supervises the lower 
court that issued the order in 
the Trump case, had placed a 
temporary hold on the sub-
poena in November  presum-
ably to give the justices more 
time to consider the issue. 
The court, without comment, 
rejected Trump’s plea for an 
order that would have pre-
vented the Treasury Depart-
ment from giving six years of 
tax returns for Trump and 
some of his businesses to the 
Democratic-controlled House 
Ways and Means Committee. 
House Ways and Means 

Committee Chairman Rich-
ard Neal, a Massachusetts 
Democrat, first sought the 
tax returns from the IRS in 
2019, and the agency, under 
the Trump administration, 
initially resisted turning 
them over. The case moved 
slowly until 2021, when, un-
der the Biden administra-
tion, the Justice Department 
changed its legal posture 
and concluded the IRS was 
obligated to comply with 
the committee’s request. 
A Trump-appointed judge 
ruled in the House’s favour 
late last year and the US 
DC Circuit Court of Ap-
peals refused to reverse that 
ruling, most recently with 
the full appeals court de-
clining to take up the case. 
The court held that the re-
quest for the documents 
served a legitimate legislative 
purpose to look at tax laws as 
they apply to a sitting presi-
dent and rejected Trump’s 
argument that the stated 
purpose was a mere pretext 
to hide a political calculation,. 
“We knew the strength of our 
case, we stayed the course, fol-
lowed the advice of counsel, 
and finally, our case has been 
affirmed by the highest court 
in the land,” Neal said.

THREE-YEAR LEGAL FIGHT

U.S. SC CLEARS WAY FOR 
HANDOVER OF TRUMP TAX 
RETURNS TO CONGRESS
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NEPAL ELECTIONS

CANADA LAUNCHES PROBE INTO CHINESE 
‘POLICE SERVICE STATIONS’ IN TORONTO

PM DEUBA ELECTED FOR 7TH CONSECUTIVE TIME FROM HOME DISTRICT OF DHANKUTA

The Canadian Royal Mount-
ed Police announced that it 
is launched an investigation 
into reports about Chinese 
“police service stations” in 
the city of Toronto.

“The Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) is 
investigating reports of pos-
sible foreign actor interfer-
ence at undeclared “police 
service stations” believed to 
be operating on behalf of the 
People’s Republic of China 
in the Greater Toronto Area 
(GTA),” the RCMP said in 
a statement on Tuesday. In 
the statement, the RCMP 
said that it is aware of recent 
reports that accuse China of 
targeting the Chinese dias-
pora throughout Canada and 
is investigating “all criminal-
ity” related to such activities . 
“Our aim is to prevent in-
timidation, threats and ha-

rassment as well as any form 
of harm initiated on behalf 
of a foreign entity being ap-
plied to any community in 
Canada,” the statement said. 
It also said that the RCMP 
emphasized that foreign ac-
tor interference is considered 
a threat to Canada’s national 
security as it allows direct 
meddling in the country’s 
internal affairs. All attempts 
made by foreign states to 
meddle in the lives of Ca-
nadian citizens, including 
through threats, harassment, 
intimidation or corruption, 
will be investigated by the 
RCMP, the statement added. 
The authorities have re-
quested Canadian citi-
zens to communicate with 
them if they are aware of 
any activity arising from 
the alleged “police service 
stations” or if they have 
been threatened by China. 
Earlier this month, China re-
jected reports of deployment 

of overseas “police stations” 
in foreign nations, saying “po-
lice service centers” outside 
the country only assist Chi-
nese nationals in accessing 
the online service platform 
in the respective countries. 
Beijing’s response came af-
ter the Dutch government 
ordered China to close the 
“police service stations” 
in the Netherlands, say-
ing that no permission was 
sought for the “police ser-
vice stations” from them. 
Addressing a press con-
ference on Wednesday, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
Spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
said these sites mentioned 
are not “police stations” or 
“police service centers”. 
“They assist overseas Chinese 
nationals who need help in 
accessing the online service 
platform to get their driving 
licenses renewed and receive 
physical check-ups for that 
purpose.

Prime Minister and Presi-
dent of the Nepali Congress 
Sher Bahadur Deuba on 
Wednesday was elected for 
the consecutive 7th time 
from the home district of 
Dhankuta.

PM of the caretaker gov-
ernment got 25 thousand 
534 votes and defeated his 
competitor Sagar Dhakal, 
who garnered 13 thousand 
and 42 votes for the post of 
member of the House of Rep-
resentatives. The counting 

of votes started on Monday 
for the parliamentary and 
provincial elections held in 
Nepal on 20th November . 
Nepal has recorded a low 
voter turnout of 61 per cent 
for the elections to the House 
of Representatives and Pro-
vincial Assembly held on 
Sunday. According to Ne-
pal’s Election Commission, 
around 61 per cent of voters 
cast their votes in the parlia-
mentary and provincial polls 
held on 20th  November. 
Addressing a press briefing 
on 20th November, Nepal’s 
Chief Election Commis-

sioner Dinesh Kumar Tha-
paliya said that 61 per cent 

voter turnout was based 
on the preliminary data. 

Thapaliya stated that the 
percentage could increase 
when all the data is gath-
ered. However, he noted, 
“However, this voter turnout 
is less than what the EC had 
expected.” He said that elec-
tions were held peacefully 
across the nation except for 
some incidents of violence. 
Nepali voters headed for the 
periodic general election 
with the hope of a “stable 
government and develop-
ment.”

It is the second general elec-
tion since the promulgation 
of the constitution in 2015. 

The earlier round of the 
elections conducted in 
2017 failed to meet the 
expectations of Nepali 
voters as the govern-
ment didn’t last for long. 
With two house dissolu-
tion attempts by the then 
Prime Minister KP Sharma 
Oli, Nepal plunged into a 
political crisis and chaos. 
Notably, 2412 candidates are 
contesting for the House of 
Representatives under the 
First-Past-The-Post system 
(FPTP) while 2,199 can-
didates are vying for Pro-
portional Representation 

(PR). Furthermore, 3,224 
candidates are running 
under the Province Assem-
bly under the FPTP sys-
tem, and 3,708 under PR. 
A total of 80,567,500 bal-
lot papers were printed and 
transported to the desig-
nated polling centres for the 
twin elections. A team of the 
body to manage elections 
including chief election com-
missioners of neighbouring 
India, Bhutan, Bangladesh 
and Maldives and election 
commissioners of Sri Lanka 
and South Korea observed 
the voting.
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POLITICAL INSTABILITY

Cash-strapped Pakistan’s FDI 
plunges 52% in four months

Amid the poor economic 
health and political in-
stability in the country, 
cash-strapped Pakistan’s 
Foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) has plunged 
52 percent during the first 
four months of the cur-
rent fiscal year (FY23). 
On Monday, the Pakistan 
State Bank issued the lat-
est data, showing the FDI 
fell to USD 348.3 million 
in July-October FY23 from 
USD 726.5 million dur-
ing the same period of the 
last fiscal year (FY22), the 
Dawn newspaper reported. 
According to the Dawn 
report, the FDI has been 
declining each year while 
the volume of investment 
is also very thin compared 

to that of regional countries 
like India, Bangladesh and 
China. Notably, the high-
est FDI of USD 74.8 million 
came from China during 
the first four months of the 
fiscal year. The Pakistani 
daily said China has been 
the biggest investor for the 
past several years, but its 
investment has started de-
clining as reflected in the 
comparative figures for two 
years. Meanwhile, the FDI 
inflows from the UAE in-
creased to USD 67.6 million 
in the first four months, 
from USD 51.4 million, 
during the same period last 
year. This report comes as 
Pakistan’s Planning Minis-
ter Ahsan Iqbal on Sunday 
rejected reports related to 
the country’s default risks. 
Iqbal termed them as “pro-
paganda” of Imran Khan’s 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) party. The Pakistan 
federal minister made the 
remarks after Imran raised 
alarms about the economic 
situation in Pakistan, stat-
ing that the Shehbaz Sharif 
government is not able to 
control it.

“The news about Paki-
stan’s default risk is based 
on a malicious campaign 
initiated by the PTI which 
has no reality,” Iqbal was 
quoted as saying by Dawn, 
in an address at the Paki-
stani Consulate in Jeddah.

“The PTI destroyed the 
country’s economy which 
led to an economic crisis 
but the incumbent govern-
ment has improved the 
economy by following the 
agreement with the IMF 
(International Monetary 
Fund) and for the last six 

months, Pakistan has ad-
opted a path of stability,” 
Iqbal added.

Meanwhile, policy re-
search group POREG re-
ported Pakistan’s economy 
is in a state of free fall, and 
its weak coalition govern-
ment led by Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif is helpless 
to save its falling GDP.

Looking at its falling 
economy, investors had 
also started losing their 
confidence in Pakistan’s 
ability to pay back the 
loans. Neither, the credi-
tors nor the market is im-
pressed. The creditors 
were not impressed by the 
official assertions that the 
“land of the pure” will not 
default and will meet its 
upcoming USD 1 billion 
bond payments, according 
to POREG.

FAST-TRACK CONSTRUCTION

Beijing seeks early implementation of projects 
under China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
TDG NETWORK
HONG KONG

The main reason behind Chi-
na’s ‘easy-going’ ties with Pak-
istan is the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
CPEC project is very dear to 
Beijing due to its link with the 
Belt and Road Initiative.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping expressed hope that Chi-
na and Pakistan will work to-
gether to develop conditions 
for early implementation of 
the upgradation of the Main 
Line-1 (ML-1) and the Kara-
chi Circular Railway project, 
The Hong Kong Post reported 
citing state media. Xi Jinping 
intends to make “CPEC an 
exemplar of high-quality Belt 
and Road cooperation,” The 
Hong Kong Post reported 
citing a state media report. 
Pakistan Prime Minister She-

hbaz Sharif visited Beijing to 
congratulate Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping on securing 
a third term in power at the 
20th Congress of the Chinese 
Communist Party.

During his visit to China, 
Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif 
had to explain the progress 
of the CPEC project to Xi Jin-
ping. Xi called it “important” 
to accelerate the construction 

of auxiliary infrastructure for 
Gwadar Port to showcase its 
role in pushing interconnect-
ed development in the region, 
The Hong Kong Post cited 
state media report. Chinese 
President said that Pakistan 
is welcome to export more 
agri-products to China and 
expressed Beijing’s willing-
ness to work with Islamabad 
to enhance cooperation in 
different sectors, including 
digital economy, e-commerce, 
and photovoltaic and other 
new-energy technologies.

Xi stated that both sides 
can take measures to en-
hance cooperation in agri-
culture, science, technology 
and people’s livelihood. No-
tably, the CPEC agreement 
was signed when PML(N) 
supremo Nawaz Sharif was 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister. Xi 

Jinping said, “China views its 
relations with Pakistan from 
a strategic and long-term per-
spective, and Pakistan has 
always been a high priority 
in China’s neighbourhood 
diplomacy,” The Hong Kong 
Post cited state media’s recent 
report.

Chinese President stated 
that Beijing is willing to work 
with Pakistan to enhance 
strategic cooperation, elevate 
efforts to develop the China-
Pakistan community with a 
shared future in the new era 
and push new impetus into 
their “all-weather strategic 
partnership.” Considering 
the incumbent Pakistan gov-
ernment’s positive response 
regarding China’s projects, 
Beijing is making efforts to 
help Islamabad as much as 
possible.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif and Chinese President Xi Jinping.

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba.

Donald Trump

Pakistan government 
on Wednesday con-
firmed that it had re-

ceived the summary from 
the Ministry of Defence 
with a “panel of names” for 
the appointment of the new 
chief of army staff (COAS).

“The PM office has re-
ceived the summary from 
the Ministry of Defence 
with a panel of names for 
the appointment of Chair-
man Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee and Chief of the 
Army Staff. The Prime Min-
ister will take a decision on 
the appointments as per the 

laid down procedure,” the 
Pakistan prime minister’s 
office said in a statement. 
Gen Bajwa, 61, is slated to re-
tire next week after a three-
year extension. Besides the 
government, the Pakistani 
army also confirmed that it 
had sent the names of six top 
lieutenant generals for the 
appointment of Chief of the 
Army Staff (COAS) and the 
chairman of the joint chief of 
staff committee (CJCSC).

“GHQ has forwarded the 
summary for Selection of 
CJCSC and COAS, contain-
ing names of 6 senior most 
Lt Gens to MoD,” spokesper-
son Pakistan Armed Forces 
said in a tweet on Tuesday 

night.
A day earlier, Pakistan De-

fence Minister Khawaja Asif 
said the summary had been 
forwarded to the PMO from 
the defence ministry. “The 
rest of the steps will be com-
pleted soon,” he tweeted.

Pakistan’s defence minis-
ter has warned opposition 
leader and former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, say-
ing that the coalition gov-
ernment will deal with him, 
after the completion of the 
appointment process of the 
new Army chief.

“The process will com-
plete in two to three days. 
The excitement will end, af-
ter which we will deal with 

Imran Khan,” the Pakistan 
defence minister was quoted 
as saying by The Express 
Tribune.

He made these remarks on 
the floor of the Pakistan Na-
tional Assembly, hinting at 
the formal announcement of 
the key appointment within 
the next three days.

This comes after the pro-
cess to appoint the new army 
chief started on Monday as 
Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif wrote a let-
ter to the country’s Defence 
Ministry for a summary of 
the potential candidates.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s 
outgoing Army Chief Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa 

confessed that the military 
establishment was involved 
in politics and said that the 
Army has decided to stop 
“interfering in politics,” 
Dawn reported.

While addressing the 
Defence and Martyrs Day 
ceremony, the Army Chief 
said that armies around the 
world are seldom criticized 
“but our army is often sub-
jected to criticism.” “I think 
the reason for that is the ar-
my’s involvement in politics. 
That is why in February, the 
army decided to not interfere 
in politics.” “Many sectors 
subjected the army to criti-
cism and used inappropriate 
language,” he said.

LAID DOWN PROCEDURE

PAK GOVT RECEIVES LIST OF CONTENDERS 
FOR COUNTRY’S NEXT ARMY CHIEF
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD
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Chinese firm seeks  
time to complete 
roads in Uganda

WHO LOOKING TO 
RENAME MONKEYPOX 
TO ‘MPOX’: REPORT

Chinese technology companies face 
criticism for spying in Europe: Report

Chinese contractor is 
seeking additional time 
to complete World Bank-
funded roads in Uganda. 
The seven roads include 
Lakidi Road, Philip Adonga 
Road, Janani Loum Road, 
Kitgum Road, Tom Apila 
and Oneka Roads all located 
in the Central division, Aya 
Hellen Dean located in Pan-
dwong division, reported 
New Vision. The Chinese 
firm, China Railway 18 Bu-
reau Group Co Ltd, was 
given the contract for the 
work which was expected 
to last 18 months. The roads 
were constructed under 

the World Bank-funded 
Uganda Support to Munici-
pal Infrastructure Develop-
ment Program (USMID). 
The Chinese firm was 
approved as a contrac-
tor for the multi-billion 
road works in March this 
year after emerging as 
the best-evaluated bid-
der, reported New Vision. 
Thomas Oketayot, the pres-
ident of Kitgum Municipal 
Development Forum (MDF) 
said that the contractor was 
granted a four-month con-
tract extension period by 
the local government min-
istry in September this year 
with caution to finish the 
works by January 30, re-
ported New Vision.

Chinese technology companies such 
as Huawei, ZTE Corps and Hikvi-
sion have been heavily criticized by 
human rights groups for providing 
surveillance technology not only for 
authoritarian regimes but also for 
espionage activities at the behest of 
the Chinese Communist Party. The 
latest victim is the European cities to 
China’s subversive tactics of digital 
authoritarianism,, reported Voices 
against Autocracy.

In 2020, the US government had 
classified 5 Chinese telecom compa-
nies as harmful threats to national 
security. Around five Chinese tele-
communications corporations were 
flagged by the US government as 
national security threats in 2020 for 
espionage. Given China’s history of 
tech spying in Africa through busi-
nesses like Huawei and countless 
others, using improved Chinese 
technologies could prove to be a 
costly error for European towns.

Voices against Autocracy’s re-
search claims that Huawei’s smart 

city and safe city initiatives are vul-
nerable to cyberattacks and have 
inadequate security setups. Using 
the government’s contract to buy 
security cameras with facial recog-
nition technology in Serbia, Huawei 
has made important strides within 
Europe. However, numerous or-
ganisations have urged the Serbian 
government to be transparent about 
any potential Chinese government 
acquisition of sensitive biometric 
data relating to Serbian citizens. 
The data stated that the 2017 safe 
city strategic cooperation agree-

ment has resulted in the purchase 
of at least 8000 cameras. Addition-
ally, Spain has been on a constant 
drive of inviting Smart City projects 
into the country. The local govern-
ment in Rivas-Vaciamadrid, a city 
located on the outskirts of Madrid 
has partnered with Huawei to mod-
ernise tech infrastructure meant 
to aid policing facilities and reduce 
crime in the city. Citing reports, 
Voices against Autocracy said that 
Huawei’s telecom kits contain chips 
that are extremely vulnerable to 
backdoor tampering.

The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) is look-
ing to rename monkeypox 
to “MPOX” to destigma-
tize the virus, according 
to a US newspaper report. 
The decision follows grow-
ing pressure from Biden of-
ficials, who privately asked 
WHO to change the name, 
The Politico reported. The 
report said this decision 
could be announced on 
Wednesday. Citing people 
with knowledge of the mat-
ter, the Politico report said 
that Washington is worried 
that the virus’ name was 
deepening stigma and af-
fecting the vaccination cam-
paign in the country.

Since early May 2022, 
cases of monkeypox have 
been reported in countries 
where the disease is not 
endemic, and continue to 
be reported in several en-

demic countries. The US 
has recorded nearly 30,000 
infections, according to 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention data. 
Most confirmed cases with 
travel history reported trav-
el to countries in Europe 
and North America, rather 
than West or Central Africa 
where the monkeypox vi-
rus is endemic, according to 
WHO.

Most reported cases so 
far have been identified 
through sexual health 
or other health services 
in primary or second-
ary health-care facilities 
and have involved mainly, 
but not exclusively, men 
who have sex with men. 
Last month, WHO said 
that Monkeypox continues 
to meet the International 
Health Regulations (IHR) 
criteria for a Public Health 
Emergency of International 
Concern (PHEIC).

“The Emergency Com-
mittee acknowledged that 
some progress has been 
made in the global response 
to the multi-country out-
break of monkeypox since 
the last meeting, includ-
ing the emerging informa-
tion on the effectiveness 
of behavioural interven-
tions and vaccines,” the 
WHO said in a statement. 
This follows the third 
meeting of the IHR Emer-
gency Committee regard-
ing the multi-country 
outbreak of monkeypox. 
According to WHO, at 
the regional level, the risk 
was assessed as high in the 
WHO region of the Ameri-
cas, declining from high to 
moderate in the European 
region, remaining moder-
ate for the WHO Regions of 
Africa, Eastern Mediterra-
nean, and South-East Asia, 
and remaining low in the 
Western Pacific Region. 

WORLD BANK-FUNDED

‘DESTIGMATIZE VIRUS’
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DEMANDS FOR ELECTIONS

PTI LEADER CLAIMS IMRAN TO LEAD ‘BIGGEST 
PROTEST’ IN PAK HISTORY ON 26 NOVEMBER
Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-

saf (PTI) leader Faisal 
Javed Khan has said 

that party chairman Imran 
Khan will lead the “biggest 
yet peaceful protest” in the 
country’s history in Rawal-
pindi on 26 November. Tak-
ing to his Twitter handle, 
Faisal Khan said that people 
have been raising demands 
for elections to get out of the 
crisis.

Member of Pakistan’s Sen-
ate Faisal Javed Khan tweet-
ed, “God willing, Imran 
Khan will lead the largest 
and most peaceful protest 
in the country’s history in 

Rawalpindi on November 
26—people demand that 
elections be announced to 
get out of the crisis - this is 
the problem of Pakistan and 
especially the poor people 
of Pakistan.” In a tweet, he 

said that the “biggest prob-
lem” faced by Pakistan is its 
economy and blamed politi-
cal instability for economic 
instability. PTI leader Faisal 

Javed Khan in a tweet said, 
“The biggest problem today 

is the economy of Pakistan 
- Political instability is the 
cause of economic instabil-
ity - The poor and middle 
class are suffering from se-
vere problems - The coun-
try has reached the verge of 
bankruptcy - In such a case, 
a wise decision - People turn 
to the head. It has become 
inevitable to do- election 
is the only solution in the 
country.”

Meanwhile, PTI leader 
Asad Umar has called on 
residents of Rawalpindi to 
“get ready” for Imran Khan’s 
arrival on November 26. 
Asad Umar tweeted, “Pindi, 
get ready! Kaptaan is coming 
on Nov 26 along with the 

rest of the country.” Mean-
while, former Pakistan min-
ister and PTI leader Fawad 
Chaudhry said that the par-
ty will disclose its strategy if 
elections are not held after 
the appointment of the new 
army chief. Speaking to Du-
nya News, Chaudhary said 
that the negotiations regard-
ing snap elections have been 
made with the government. 
Fawad Chaudhry said that 
PTI has called on the gov-
ernment to announce the 
date for elections. However, 
he stressed that the incum-
bent government was fearful 
about its defeat in the polls, 
as per the Dunya News re-
port. Chaudhry said that the 

demand for early elections 
has been made by PTI as 
well as the people of Paki-
stan.

Furthermore, Chaudhry 
called free and transparent 
elections as the only solu-
tion to the issues faced by 
Pakistan. Speaking to re-
porters in Lahore, he said 
that the preparations for 
the long march were be-
ing carried out and 35 to 
40 thousand people will 
reach Rawalpindi on Friday. 
“The government should 
announce the polls date so, 
we can settle the rest of the 
framework,” Dunya News 
quoted Fawad Chaudhry as 
saying. 
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Faisal Javed Khan

Will disclose strategy if polls not held after 
Pakistan army chief appointment: Fawad

Brazil’s outgoing President Jair Bolsonaro 
files petition challenging election results

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf will disclose its strategy 
if elections are not held after 
the appointment of the new 
army chief, party leader 
Fawad Chaudhry has said. 
Speaking to Dunya News, 
Chaudhary said that the 
negotiations regarding snap 
elections have been made 
with the government.

Fawad Chaudhry said 
that PTI has called on the 
government to announce 
the date for elections. How-
ever, he stressed that the 
incumbent government 
was fearful about its defeat 
in the polls, as per the Du-
nya News report. Chaudhry 
said that the demand for 

early elections has been 
made by PTI as well as the 
people of Pakistan. Fur-
thermore, he called free and 
transparent elections as the 
only solution to the issues 
faced by Pakistan. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Lahore, he said that the 
preparations for the long 
march were being carried 
out and 35 to 40 thousand 
people will reach Rawal-
pindi on Friday. He said that 
PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
will announce a decision re-
garding the party’s action in 
future.

“The government should 
announce polls date so, 
we can settle the rest of the 
framework,” Dunya News 
quoted Fawad Chaudhry as 
saying. Earlier, former Paki-

stan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan said that the only so-
lution to the issues facing 
the country is a free and 
transparent election. Khan 
said that the government 
which secures a majority in 
the elections should estab-
lish the rule of law.

Speaking at a seminar in 
Karachi through a video 
link on Tuesday, Imran 
Khan said that the situa-
tion in Pakistan was not 
good when PTI came into 
power. He called the current 
account deficit as the big-
gest issue faced by his gov-
ernment, as per the Dunya 
News report.

Imran Khan said that the 
COVID-19 pandemic was 
the “biggest crisis” dur-
ing his government and he 

faced a lot of pressure to 
announce a lockdown. De-
fending his decision to im-
pose the lockdown, Imran 
Khan emphasised that the 
people could have died of 
hunger if his government 
did not announce the lock-
down.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s 
Defence Minister Khawaja 
Asif has said that Prime 
Minister’s office has re-
ceived the summary for 
the appointment of Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS). In 
a tweet, Asif stated the rest 
of the steps will be com-
pleted soon. Khawaja Asif 
tweeted, “The summary 
was received from the Min-
istry of Defense in the Prime 
Minister’s Office. Inshallah, 
the rest of the steps will be 

completed soon.” His tweet 
came almost an hour after 
Lieutenant General Babar 
Iftikhar, spokesperson of 
Pakistani armed forces said 
that it had forwarded the 
summary for selection of 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Committee and COAS 
to the ministry of defence.

Lieutenant General Babar 
Iftikhar tweeted, “GHQ has 
forwarded the summary 
for Selection of CJCSC and 
COAS, containing names 
of 6 senior most Lt Gens to 
MoD.” Earlier on November 
22, Khawaja Asif in a tweet 
said that Prime Minister 
had not received the sum-
mary. He further stated, 
“Receipt of the summary in 
the PMO will be confirmed 
at the time.”

After Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva narrowly won in Bra-
zil’s presidential elections last 
month, outgoing Brazilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro has 
filed a petition to formally 
challenge the poll results, 
CNN reported.

In the petition filed on No-
vember 22, Bolsonaro and 
the leaders of his Liberal Par-
ty claimed that some voting 
machines had malfunctioned 
and demanded the annul-
ment of votes cast through 
them. Following the election 
results, Bolsonaro has not 
accepted his defeat in the 
presidential elections. How-
ever, he had said previously 
that he will continue to “ful-
fil all commandments of the 

constitution.” The complaint 
revealed that removing those 
votes will make Bolsonaro 
win the elections, Labour 
Party claimed citing analy-
sis conducted by a company 

hired by them, as per the 
CNN report. In response to 
Bolsonaro’s petition, Brazil-
ian election authorities have 
said that the same voting ma-
chines were utilised during 

the first round of elections.
The election authorities 

stressed that Bolsonaro and 
his party must modify their 
complaint and include the 
results of the first round of 
elections to initiate the legal 
procedure, CNN cited CNN 
Brasil’s report. Chief Justice 
of Brazil’s Supreme Electoral 
Court, Alexandre Moraes 
has given 24 hours’ deadline 
to Bolsonaro and his peti-
tioners to modify their com-
plaint.

In the elections, Luiz Inacio 
Lula da Silva received over 
60 million votes, which is the 
most in Brazilian history. Ac-
cording to Brazil’s electoral 
authority, Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva secured 50.90 per cent 
of the vote while Bolsonaro 
received 49.10 per cent votes. 
Addressing supporters on 

October 30, he said, “they 
tried to bury me alive and I 
am here,” as per the CNN re-
port.

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
announced that he will gov-
ern the nation from January 
1, 2023. It will be his third 
term as he has been Brazil’s 
President for two consecu-
tive terms between 2003 and 
2010. He made a comeback 
in presidential elections after 
a series of corruption allega-
tions leading to his imprison-
ment for 580 days. However, 
the Supreme Court annulled 
the sentences announced 
against Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva. World leaders, includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, congratulated Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva for win-
ning Brazil’s presidential 
elections.

‘GOVT AFRAID OF POLLS’

‘ANNULMENT OF VOTES’
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Washington is worried that the virus’ name was deepening stigma and affecting the vaccination 
campaign in the country.

Amid Pakistan’s failure 
to stop the resurgence of 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) following the Taliban 
takeover of Afghanistan, Gil-
git-Baltistan (GB) is witness-
ing the growing influence 
and activity of the Islamic 
group.

The TTP has already made 
its presence felt both in Gil-
git-Baltistan, once part of 
Jammu and Kashmir illegal-
ly occupied by Pakistan, and 
in the neighbouring Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Province, Al 
Arabiya Post reported. 

The issue of raising militan-
cy in Gilgit-Baltistan came to 
light in October when TTP 
briefly ‘abducted’ a minister. 
Even though the Minis-

ter was released following 
talks, the incident reflected 
the growing influence of the 
TTP in Gilgit Baltistan in the 
occupied region, according 
to the Al Arabiya Post.

Besides Gilgit Baltis-
tan, militancy’s resur-
gence is  witnessed in 
other parts of Pakistan. 
Earlier this month, eight se-
curity personnel were killed 
in two separate incidents in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince. The security personnel 
killed in Lakki Marwat and 
Bajaur districts included six 
policemen and two soldiers, 
the Dawn newspaper re-
ported.

The first incident, which 
was claimed by outlawed 
TTP, occurred in the Lakki 
Marwat’s Kurrum Par area 
when militants opened fire 

on a police van, killing six 
personnel. In a separate 
incident, two soldiers and 
a militant were killed in a 
clash near the Pak-Afghan 
border area in the Charmang 
region of the Bajaur district. 
Following the Lakki Marwat 
attack, Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif admit-
ted that terrorism continues 
to be one of Pakistan’s fore-
most problems.

“Let us make no mistake. 
Terrorism continues to be 
one of Pakistan’s foremost 
problems. Our armed forc-
es & police have valiantly 
fought the scourge. No 
words are enough to con-
demn terrorists’ attack on a 
police van in Lakki Marwat. 
My thoughts and prayers 
are with bereaved families,” 
Sharif tweeted.

RISING MILITANCY

TTP’S PRESENCE GROWS IN 
GILGIT BALTISTAN: REPORT
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

Bolsonaro and leaders of his Liberal Party have claimed that 
some voting machines had malfunctioned and demanded the 
annulment of votes cast through them.
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Students 
perform 

at the 7th 
Spark Mela 

organised by 
the district 

administration 
at Guru 

Gobind Singh 
Stadium, in 

Jalandhar on 
Wednesday.

ANI

SPARK MELA

#RestauRantBill 

Dal Makhni foR Rs 5? RestauRant 
Bill fRoM 1985 goes viRal
We have all been witness of the rising inflation. If you 
go out for a dinner with family, you can expect the bill to 
come anywhere between Rs 1500- Rs 3000. So much so, 
that we have heard our parents tell us how cheap things 
were in their days. To back that claim, a bill from Lajpat 
Nagar’s Lazeez restaurant from 1985 has gone viral on 
the Internet. 

As per the restaurant bill, Shahi Paneer costed around 
Rs 8, Dal Makhni costed Rs 5, Raita costed around Rs 5 
and roti costed Rs 6. The total bill came around Rs 26. 

Several internet users took to Twitter to not only share 
the restaurant bill but also express shock. 

When anything 
comes to people 
easily why will 
they pay more and 
go to theatres to 
watch films...So we 
have to create that 
much excitement 
for people that will 
push them to go out 
and enjoy films in 
theatres.
— R. Balki

bRAin-PicKing

Filmmaker, at IFFI 2022.

cELEbRATiOn 

To give wings to the 
imaginations of chil-
dren, on World Chil-

dren’s Day, 20 November, 
which coincides with the 
anniversary of the adoption 
of the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (UN 
CRC), a special celebration 
was done at Ahmedabad 
airport.

The goal of World Chil-
dren’s Day is to encourage 
children and young people 
to advocate for their own 
rights. This year, global 
activities highlight every 
child’s right to be protected 
against discrimination, re-
gardless of gender, race, reli-
gion, disability, or any other 
status.

UNICEF, the Elixir Foun-
dation, and Ahmedabad 
Airport came together for 
World Children’s Day cele-
brations with several activi-
ties during the week. These 
included: Sarthak Nehete’s 
symbolic acting as the Chief 

Airport Officer, A flash mob 
by the Ahmedabad Univer-
sity students and installa-
tions such as a photo booth, 
a pledge wall, and a post-
card campaign were set up 
at the airport. 

This campaign allowed 
children to voice their sup-
port for millions of peers 
who lack education, protec-
tion, and other basic chil-
dren’s rights.

Sarthak Nehete (13), a stu-
dent at H.B. Kapadia New 
High School in Ahmedabad, 
had the honour of chairing 

a meeting at Ahmedabad 
Airport, accompanied by 
Ahmedabad Airport’s Chief 
Airport Officer. 

Sarthak discussed how ev-
eryone can work together to 
ensure child rights #ForEv-
eryChild. 

It was also an opportunity 
for six young changemakers 
to share their thoughts, as-
pirations, and advocacy for 
the benefit of children at the 
event. 

These children are Aarya 
Chavda (13), Aabhas Se-
napati (17), Pari Patel (16), 

Darsh Dudhia (12), Nishtha 
Shah (15), and Om Mohta 
(17).

In addition, the installa-
tions at the airport around 
World Children’s Day were 
jointly inaugurated by Sar-
thak Nehete and Hitarth 
Mankodi, Chief Airport Of-
ficers, along with UNICEF 
Gujarat Chief Prashanta 
Dash and other stakehold-
ers at SVPI airport.

The Chief of UNICEF Gu-
jarat, Prashanta Dash, em-
phasised, “This World Chil-
dren’s Day, we join together 
as a global community to 
acknowledge the progress 
that has been made for chil-
dren. We also commit to 
doing even more to support 
the rights of every child. 
Our children should be lis-
tened to, their ideas should 
be heard, and they should 
be encouraged to develop 
their creativity. In addition 
to playing a crucial role in 
promoting issues that mat-
ter most to them, young 
people and children can also 
be powerful advocates.”

WhAT hAPPEnS WhEn A 13-yEAR-OLd 
bEcOMES ThE chiEf AiRPORT OfficER 

17 minutes of YouTube videos 
can drive down prejudice

STUdy 

Watching just 17 minutes 
of YouTubers talking about 
their struggles with mental 
health drives down preju-
dice, University of Essex re-
search has suggested.

Viewers’ perceptions of 
disorders declined, with 
prejudice towards mental 
health falling by 8% and 
intergroup anxiety levels 

plummeting by 11%.
The study, published in 

Scientific Reports, explored 
how connections felt by 
people towards YouTube 

creators they watch - known 
as parasocial relationships—
can impact behaviour. As 
part of the research, hun-
dreds of people watched vid-
eos of a woman who then re-
vealed she had a borderline 
personality disorder (BPD) 
and discussed common mis-
conceptions about her con-
dition. After watching just 17 
minutes of her content, lev-
els of explicit prejudice and 
intergroup anxiety dropped.

With winter approaching 
and year-end celebrations 
drawing closer, the Byculla 
Zoo in Mumbai is seeing a 
significant uptick in footfall. 
And, what is drawing visi-
tors, by the droves, to the zoo 
this holiday season are three 
newborn penguins.

Speaking exclusively 
to ANI, biologist and the 

Public Relations Officer of 
Byculla Zoo, Dr Abhishek 
Satam, said that the zoo had 
welcomed three newborns 
recently.

“Recently, a penguin gave 
birth to two male and one fe-

male chicks. The newborns 
have been named Alexa, 
Flash and Bingo. People are 
very excited to see them”, Sa-
tam said.

On the rising count of visi-
tors to the zoo this festive 
season, Satam said, “In Oc-
tober, around Diwali, close 
to 31,000 visitors to the zoo 
were recorded in a single 
day. It was the highest ever 
single-day count of visitors 
at Byculla zoo. "
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Video of Japanese fans cleaning stadium 
after FIFA match winning the Internet

U.S. WOMEn diPLOMATS TAKE OvER dELhi 
WiTh PERSOnALiSEd ‘AUTO-RicKShAWS’

PEngUin TRiPLETS STEAL ThE 
LiMELighT AT MUMbAi'S bycULLA zOO 

gESTURE EXPERiEncE 

hOLidAy

Japanese football fans did 
something unexpectedly 
classy at the end of the in-
augural match of the FIFA 
World Cup 2002 at Doha’s 
Al Bayt Stadium.

In a video that’s recently 
been making the rounds 
on social media, specta-
tors from the island nation 
were seen picking up all the 
trash and leaving the sta-
dium spick and span after 
the opening match between 
Ecuador and host Qatar on 
Sunday.

Originally shared by Qa-
tari video creator Omar Al-
Farooq, the video features 
him being left in awe of the 
humility and discipline of 
the fans from the East Asian 

nation. ‘It’s not even their 
match!’ Farooq exclaimed.

When the video creator 
asked why they were clean-
ing up, one of them respond-
ed, “Japanese never leave 
rubbish behind.” “We re-
spect the place,” she added.

“We are not doing it for 
cameras,” another fan, 
dressed in the jersey of Qa-

tar, said.
Not just one or two people, 

but a large number of Japa-
nese spectators volunteered 
to clean the seating area of 
the 68,000+ capacity sta-
dium. They also picked up 
flags that were left on the 
ground by other spectators, 
and either put them on the 
stadium’s chairs or took 

them with them.
A visibly touched Farooq 

was seen hugging some of 
the volunteers for their im-
mensely kind deed.

The video moved a num-
ber of people across the 
world, including business-
man Anand Mahindra. 
“They said they weren’t do-
ing it for the cameras, but 
I’m glad the cameras still 
spotted them. The values 
they’re displaying are wor-
thy of a global audience,” he 
wrote on Twitter.

The inaugural match of the 
2022 World Cup took place 
between host-nation Qatar 
and Ecuador, with the latter 
emerging victorious. The 
multinational football event 
is taking place in the Middle 
East for the first time in his-
tory. 

Leaving behind their bul-
let-proof vehicles, four US 
woman diplomats have 
taken to the streets of the 
capital with their “personal-
ized auto-rickshaws” in their 
“out-of-the-box” diplomacy 
style.

Ann L. Mason, Ruth Holm-
berg, Shareen J. Kitterman, 
and Jennifer Bywaters love 
to go with their black and 
pink three-wheelers by driv-
ing themselves for all their 
work, including the ‘official 
trips’. These diplomats have 
taken to the common man’s 
commute not just for fun, 
but also to set an example.

Speaking to ANI, the dip-
lomats shared their experi-
ence of learning this distinct 

mode of transport and how 
diplomats driving the auto-
rickshaws is a rare excep-
tion!

“From Detroit to my au-
torickshaw, I’ve had a life-
long love of vehicles, and 
so everywhere I’ve been, 
there’s been something spe-
cial about a vehicle, but re-
ally none more special in my 
opinion than an autorick-

shaw. When I was in Paki-
stan, before coming to India, 
I was in armoured vehicles 
and they were big, beautiful 
vehicles. But I would always 
look out on the street and I 
would see the autorickshaws 
going by and I always want-
ed to be in the autorickshaw. 
So when I got to India and 
had the opportunity to buy 
one, I took it immediately”, 

said Ann L Mason. 
“For me, it was terrifying. 

Yes, learning to drive the au-
torickshaw was completely 
new for me. I had never driv-
en any vehicle with a clutch, 
never driven a motorcycle, 
only automatic cars, my 
whole life”, she said when 
asked about how hard it was 
to learn, maintain, and get a 
licence for an auto.

On being asked about her 
inspiration behind the idea, 
Ann said that her mother 
is her inspiration, who in-
spired her to take chances 
and experiment in life.

Her personalised black au-
torickshaw has a Bluetooth 
device and a curtain printed 
with the image of a tiger. She 
has taken special care to per-
sonalise her autorickshaw, 
nicknamed KITT.
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fivE MOnUMEnTS in indiA 
ASSOciATEd WiTh fREEdOM 
STRUggLE
India celebrated its 76th Independence Day on 15 
august 2022 and marked its 75 years of freedom. 
throughout the country, from Champaran to 
Dandi and Chennai, there are many monuments 
associated with the freedom struggle. let’s take a 
trip to the five monuments in India that are asso-
ciated with the freedom struggle and pay homage 
to the ones who died to give us freedom.

ReD foRt, Delhi
the red Fort has been a symbol of 
Indian power since its construction. the 
red Fort, built by the Mughal emperor, 
shah Jahan, is built with red sandstone 

and has stood many onslaughts since the british 
came to India. after the Mughal ruler left, the 
british took this fort and turned it into their army 
headquarters. however, on august 15, 1947, 
India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal nehru, 
hoisted the national flag, and since then, the 
Prime Minister of India has hoisted the flag every 
year. 

CellulaR Jail, anDaMan & 
niCoBaR islanDs
based on Jeremy bentham’s idea of the 
Panopticon, the jail was constructed 
between 1896 and 1906. since 1857, 

the british used the island as a prison, and many 
freedom fighters like Vinayak Damodar savarkar 
were imprisoned there. now this island is a free-
dom landmark.

Jallianwala Bagh, aMRitsaR
the Jallianwala bagh Massacre, which 
happened on 13 april 1919, still boils 
every Indian’s blood. In the incident, 
more than 1,000 men, women, and chil-

dren were killed on the order of brigadier general 
reginald Dyer. after the deaths of 1,000 people, 
the whole nation woke up and spearheaded many 
movements. now the garden is a memorial and is 
visited by thousands of people every year.

saBaRMati/ganDhi ashRaM, 
ahMeDaBaD
Mahatma gandhi, the Father of the 
nation, dedicated his life to the country 
and the fight against the british. after 

returning from south africa in 1915, gandhi 
founded his ashram on the same principles in 
ahmedabad. sabarmati/gandhi ashram saw 
many movements, and the gandhi salt March of 
1930 was one. Meanwhile, now the memories of 
M.K. gandhi are preserved in the ashram.

netaJi Bhawan, kolkata
the netajibhawan, or house museum, 
is created at the residence of subhas 
Chandra bose’s brother, from which 
subhas Chandra bose made his great 

escape from house arrest in January 1941. the 
house museum celebrated the life and vision of 
the independence struggle that are associated 
with subash Chandra bose.

— MADHVI JHA 

Red fort

Sarthak Nehete

Japanese fans cleaning Al Bayt Stadium after match. 
Ann L. Mason, ruth Holmberg, Shareen J. kitterman and others.
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With more than 7 
million in global 
sales, the Jeep 

Grand Cherokee has been 
one of the most iconic SUVs 
in the world for a long time. 
In fact, around half a decade 
ago when Jeep decided to 
enter the Indian market, it 
began its innings with the 
Grand Cherokee along with 
another popular SUV, the 
Wrangler. Now the Grand 
Cherokee has re-launched 
in India in an all-new fifth 
generation, which is built 
on a brand-new architecture. 
For the first time, the car will 
be assembled in India and 
has been launched at an in-
troductory price of Rs 77.5 
lakh (ex–showroom). Jeep 
says the flagship is available 
through select dealerships, 
with deliveries starting by 
the end of the month.

Design 
The all-new Jeep Grand 
Cherokee’s most identifiable 
feature is its face, with the 
traditional seven-slot grille 
and the long-range radar. It 
also gets a lowered roof and 
beltline, along with the wide 
window glass, which, ac-
cording to Jeep, aid in a more 
aerodynamic performance 
while also ensuring gener-
ous cabin space. The SUV 
also gets an elongated, level-
set hood, which enhances 
its road presence. Apart 
from this, the new Grand 
Cherokee also gets 20-inch 
dual-tone alloy wheels, a 
dual-pane panoramic sun-
roof, LED tail lamps, LED 
reflector headlights and LED 
fog lamps.

interiors
The cabin of the new Grand 
Cherokee has been updated 
with more features and new-
age tech. Jeep says that the 
SUV boasts the maximum 
number of technological 
features in the history of the 
Grand Cherokee nameplate. 

Apart from a 10.1-inch touch 
screen system, the cabin 
gets two 10.25-inch digital 
instrument panel display. It 
also gets a segment-exclusive 

front passenger screen that 
offers co-pilot assistance 
with navigation, a surround-
view camera, and visual 
entertainment. Some other 

features include a 10-inch 
head-up display, wireless 
charging, and 8-way adjust-
able front seats that offer 
heating and ventilation. The 

centre console layout now 
has updated switches, more 
storage space in the front bin 
that can hold two wireless 
devices. All in all, the SUV 

comes with 33 connected 
features, which includes re-
mote vehicle management, 
navigation, connected traf-
fic and travel, and automatic 

crash and breakdown detec-
tion.

engine
The 5th generation Grand 
Cherokee is powered by a 
2.0-litre I-4 twin-scroll tur-
bocharged Petrol engine 
that makes 265 bhp and 
400 Nm of torque at 3000 
rpm. The engine is paired to 
an 8-speed automatic trans-
mission. The SUV gets the 
new virtual ball-joint front 
and multi-link rear suspen-
sion, which, according to 
Jeep, offers superior ride 
and handling while on the 
move. Jeep’s renowned 4x4 
Quadra-Trac system and 
Selec-Terraintraction man-
agement system as expected 
is present on the SUV. It au-
tomatically switches to four-
wheel drive mode whenever 

the system detects the need. 
The system includes an ac-
tive transfer case that trans-
fers torque to the wheel with 
the most grip to enhance 
traction. The SUV offers a 
ground clearance of 215 mm 
and 533 mm of water ford-
ing. With these features, the 
off-road capability of the 
SUV will rarely be in doubt.

safety
The new Jeep Cherokee gets 
more than 110 advanced 
safety and security features, 
including Active Driving 
Assistance System (ADAS), 
360-degree surround view, 
drowsy driver detection, 
eight airbags, and occu-
pant detection for all five 

passengers. Jeep says 73% 
of the body is made from 
high-strength and advanced 
high-strength steel. ADAS 
features include full-speed 
forward collision warning, 
pedestrian emergency brak-
ing, adaptive cruise control 
with stop and go, blind spot 
and cross path detection, 
passive pedestrian protec-
tion, drowsy driver detec-
tion, an active lane man-
agement system, and an 
intersection collision assist 
system. Some other safety 
features being offered on the 
SUV are rear cross-path de-
tection, adaptive cruise con-
trol, lane departure warning 
with lane keep assist, blind-
spot monitoring, and a tire-
pressure monitoring system.
The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com

NEW LAUNCH

ICoNIC JEEp SUV GrANd CHErokEE IS NoW 
MAdE-IN-INdIA, GEtS MorE fEAtUrES ANd tECH
ShamS Naqvi
NEW DELHI

The Jeep Grand Cherokee.

IN brIEf

SAMSUNG GALAxy tAb S8 fE  
to HAVE LCd SCrEEN,  
StyLUS SUpport

Geekbench results from a Samsung SM-X506B tablet back 
in September triggered speculations that it was the new FE 
slate, and now a leakster has confirmed the same. Accord-
ing to GSM Arena, the leaker’s identity is Roland Quandt. 
Reportedly, the Samsung Galaxy Tab S8 FE will have an 
LCD display like its predecessor. Also, like its predecessor, 
the Tab S8 FE will have native stylus support using a Wa-
com digitizer. The Geekbench leak suggested that the tablet 
will be powered by MediaTek’s Kompanio 900T chipset, 
a 6nm chip with 2x Cortex-A78 (at 2.4GHz, though the 
benchmark reported 2.6GHz) + 6x A55 (2.0GHz) and a 
Mali-G68 MC4. This is comparable to the Dimensity 900, 
including its packing an integrated 5G modem, accord-
ing to GSM Arena. This lines up with the initial reports, 
which claim that the SM-X506B will be the 5G version of 
the Galaxy Ta S8 FE. There will be a Wi-Fi-only version too, 
which is expected to carry the model number SM-X500. 
As per GSM Arena, during the test, the slate ran Android 
13, which should include the latest One UI 5 version. That 
particular unit had 4GB of RAM, which is also the base 
capacity for the Tab S7 FE.

QUALCoMM Sd778G+ SoC 
rEpLACEd WItH NEW 
SNApdrAGoN 782G
The Snapdragon 782G (SM7325-AF), which is the newest 
SoC from American multinational corporation Qualcomm, 
has been unveiled, and it’s an iterative upgrade to the Snap-
dragon 778G+. According to GSM Arena, similar to the 
SD778G+, the Snapdragon 782G is a 6nm chipset with an 
8-core Kryo 670 processor, and an Adreno 642L. The CPU 
has the same core setup as the 778G+ - 1 Kryo 670 Prime 
core (Cortex-A78), but it runs up to 200 MHz faster at 2.7 
GHz; 3 Kryo 670 Gold (also Cortex-A78) at up to 2.2 GHz; 
and 4 Kryo 670 Silver (Cortex-A55) at up to 1.9 GHz. Due to 
a slight bump in clock speed, its CPU is around 5% faster, 
while the GPU is quoted as 10% faster than the Snapdragon 
778G+, according to GSM Arena. Similar to the older SoC, 
the 782G brings Quick Charge 4+ (up to 50% in 15 minutes), 
the same Fused AI Accelerator architecture, the same Qual-
comm Spectra ISP with triple 14-bit ISP support, and the 
ability to process up to 2 gigapixels per second and up to 
200 MP resolution support. As per GSM Arena, the mo-
dem is also the same Snapdragon X53 with sub-6GHz and 
mmWave support, while FastConnect 6700 offers Wi-Fi 6 
up to 2.9 Gbps, with ample capacity over the 6 GHz spec-
trum plus integrated Bluetooth 5.2.

fACEbook WILL ENAbLE  
MorE prIVAtE SEttINGS  
by dEfAULt for tEENS

Social media giant Facebook has announced that for any-
one under the age of 16 who signs up for the platform, they 
will be enabling more private settings by default. Accord-
ing to The Verge, for teens who already have a Facebook 
account, the platform will display a prompt encouraging 
them to use these settings, as well as a toggle that turns 
them on in a single tap. What Facebook’s referring to as 
“more private” settings restricts details on an account so 
that only a teen’s friends can view the posts they’re tagged 
in, their friends’ list, and the pages, people, and lists they 
follow. Additionally, they only permit friends to comment 
on their public postings and ask users to review the posts in 
which they are tagged, according to The Verge. Facebook is 
also making more of an effort to safeguard teenagers from 
predatory adults. It is exploring a method to stop teenag-
ers from texting adults who have recently been blocked or 
reported by a teenager. The platform will also stop suggest-
ing these “suspicious” people to teens in the “People You 
May Know” section and will start asking them to report 
the accounts they have blocked. Meanwhile, Instagram is 
experimenting with fully eliminating the messaging but-
ton from underage users’ accounts when they are seen by 
a suspicious adult, as per The Verge.

AppLE’S WAtCH oS 9 brINGS 
bAttEry-SAVING ModE
American tech giant Apple is introducing a true power-
saving mode for the Apple Watch in the latest watchOS 9 
update, extending the watch’s battery life when necessary. 
According to GSM Arena, this mode can be activated man-
ually through the Control Center or the settings menu. It 
also prompts the user when there’s 10% battery charge left. 
It turns off automatically once it reaches 80% on the char-
ger. The battery-saving mode turns off the more demanding 
features such as AoD, heart rate notifications, arrhythmia 
tracking, and heart rate and blood oxygen measurements. 
Workout reminders are also turned off. Interestingly, if 
there’s no iPhone connected to the watch nearby, it will 
turn off Wi-Fi, and cellular connections. Incoming calls and 
notifications are also disabled, according to GSM Arena. 
Surely, if a user needs a certain app that requires data or 
a Wi-Fi connection, the system will re-enable those. And 
if the watch stays within the phone’s connection range, it 
will postpone notifications and deliver them every hour. 
Of course, the overall performance of the watch in the new 
battery-saving mode will also be reduced, so animations 
and navigation as a whole won’t feel as smooth, as per GSM 
Arena.   

 The all-new Jeep Grand Cherokee’s most 
identifiable feature is its face, with the 
traditional seven-slot grille and the long-
range radar. It also gets a lowered roof 
and beltline, along with the wide window 
glass, which, according to Jeep, aid in a 
more aerodynamic performance while 
also ensuring generous cabin space. 



There once was a time 
when people’s lives 
were simple. They 

woke up, went to work, 
came home, and went to bed. 
They didn’t have to worry 
about the complexities of 
the world.

Nowadays, people’s lives 
are anything but simple. 
They have to worry about 
work, family, finances, and 
a million other things.

Managing  
your tiMe
We all want a simpler life, 
but it can be hard to know 
where to start. One place to 
begin is by managing your 
time. Time is a precious 
commodity, and if you don’t 
manage it well, you’ll find 
yourself overwhelmed and 
stressed.

There are many time-man-
agement techniques that can 
help you get organised and 
simplify your life. One of the 
most important is to create a 
to-do list. This will help you 
keep track of the tasks you 
need to do and ensure that 
you don’t forget anything 
important.

Another important time 

management technique is to 
create a schedule and stick to 
it. If you know what you’re 
going to be doing each day, 
you’ll be less likely to waste 
time.

Finally, it’s important to 
learn to say no. If you’re con-
stantly taking on too many 
tasks, you’ll never be able to 
get everything done. Learn-
ing to say no will help you 
focus on the tasks that are 
most important to you.

Managing your time can 
be difficult, but it’s definitely 
worth it. By following these 
tips, you can simplify your 
life and enjoy a more relaxed 
and stress-free existence.

Decluttering  
your hoMe
There is no one-size-fits-all 
answer to the question of 
how much stuff is too much 
stuff, but if you’re finding 
that your possessions are 
taking over your life, it might 
be time to declutter. Clutter 
can be both physically and 
emotionally draining, so 
if you’re ready to simplify 
your life, here are a few tips 
to help you get started:

Start by taking everything 
out of your closet and draw-
ers and sorting it into four 
piles: keep, donate, sell, and 
trash.

Be ruthless when it comes 
to deciding what to keep. If 
you haven’t worn it in the 
past year, chances are you 
won’t wear it in the future.

Donate clothes, books, fur-
niture, and other items that 

you no longer need to your 
local charity or thrift store.

Sell items that you no lon-
ger need on eBay or Craig-
slist.

Throw away items that are 

broken, damaged, or simply 
no longer useful.

Once you’ve decluttered 
your home, it will be easier 
to keep it organised and tidy. 
You’ll also have more space 

to live and breathe, and you’ll 
likely feel less stressed and 
overwhelmed. Simplifying 
your life can be a daunting 
task, but it’s definitely worth 
it in the end.

creating routines 
There are moments when 
it feels like life is just one 
big mess. All the to-dos, the 
obligations, and the never-
ending rush hour traffic. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to sim-
plify everything and have 

a set routine for every day? 
This way, you know exactly 
what to expect and don’t 
have to worry about making 
last minute decisions.

There are plenty of ben-
efits to creating routines for 
yourself. For one, it can help 
reduce stress. When every-
thing is scheduled and goes 
according to plan, you won’t 
be as overwhelmed. It can 
also make your life more or-
ganised and efficient. You’ll 
waste less time trying to fig-

ure out what to do next, and 
you’ll be able to accomplish 
more.

Creating routines doesn’t 
have to be hard. All you need 
is a little bit of planning and 
some determination. Here 
are a few tips to help get you 
started:

1. Figure out priori-
ties. What are the most im-
portant things you need to 
do each day? Make a list and 
put the most important tasks 
at the top.

2. Make a schedule. Once 
you know what your pri-
orities are, it’s time to cre-
ate a schedule. This can be a 
simple list of what you need 
to do each day, or it can be 
more detailed with specific 
times.

3. Stick to schedule. This 
may be the hardest part, but 
it’s important to try to stick 
to your schedule as much 
as possible. If something 
comes up and you can’t 
complete a task, try to re-
schedule it for later.

4. Be flexible. While it’s 
important to stick to your 
schedule, it’s also important 
to be flexible. If something 
unexpected comes up, be 
prepared to change your 
plans.

5. Reward yourself.   
When you complete a task 
on your schedule, give 
yourself a pat on the back. 
Rewards can help keep you 
motivated to stick to your 
routine. 

Creating routines can be a 
great way to simplify your 
life. By figuring out your 
priorities and creating a 
schedule, you can reduce 
stress and get more done. Be 
prepared to be flexible, and 
be sure to reward yourself 
when you complete a task. 
With a little bit of planning, 
you can create a routine that 
works for you. The key is to 
find a system that works for 
you and stick to it. That way, 
you can focus on the more 
important things in life, like 
your family and your career.
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TIPS AND TRICKS 

How To MAKe LIfe SIMPLe AgAIN

NewsX interviewed Brijesh-
wari Kumari Gohil, Found-
er of Bhavnagar Heritage, 
as part of its exclusive series 
NewsX India A-List, which 
aims to bring forth some of 
India’s finest and brightest 
personalities. On the show, 
Brijeshwari was recognised 
for her excellence in entre-
preneurship.

S p e a k i n g  a b o u t 
B h av n a g a r  H e r i t a ge , 
Brijeshwari shared that 
the enterprise started off as 
an endeavour to keep her-
self busy, which actually 
turned out to be a quest to 
preserve the rich heritage 
of Bhavnagar, as she hails 
from the same place. “The 
place wasn’t given much 
attention like it should’ve 
been,” she added.

“The preservation com-
menced with heritage 
walks, as people often take 
the place for granted and 

end up rejecting the places 
closest to them, and then the 
umbrella extended and cov-
ered sensitisation towards 
the place. We made students 
participate in competitions, 
urging them to paint their 
heritage and felicitating 
them for the same. We then 
invited architects to restore 
our heritage,” Brijeshwari 
said.

Currently, the founda-
tion is restoring a museum, 
which involves revamping 
the entire structural part of 
the museum. An interest-
ing fact about the museum 
is that it has cabinets that 
haven’t been open since In-
dependence and are getting 
restored.

Bhavnagar is a cultur-
ally rich heritage place that 
shelters crafts like embroi-
dery work, wood, and met-
alwork. The Bhavnagar 
Heritage Foundation is con-
stantly working to keep the 
craft alive by teaching it to 
the next generation in such 
a way that it does not be-
come boring and is “trendy” 
for them.

Talking about her future 
plans, she is working with 
a Mumbai-based auction 
house, Prinseps Fine Arts, 
which is helping her docu-
ment the life of Oscar-win-
ning artist Bhanu Athiya, 
who has not been given 
enough credit for her legacy 
that she has left.

IN-HoUSe SeRIeS CeLeBRATIoN TIMe

oN A qUeST To PReSeRve 
HeRITAge: BRIjeSHwARI 
KUMARI goHIL

Get your home ready for thanksgiving 
with these decoration tips

We all want a simpler life, but it can be hard to know where to start.

TDG NeTWork
new delhi

TDG NeTWork
washington

There are moments when it feels like life is just 
one big mess—all the to-dos, the obligations, 
and the never-ending rush hour traffic. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to simplify everything 
and have a set routine for every day?

Thanksgiving is around the corner. 
This national holiday of the United 
States is commemorated in Bra-
zil, Canada, Germany, Japan, and 
other countries as the official start 
of the holiday season. People in 
India have also started celebrating 
Thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving Day is celebrated 
every year on the fourth Thursday 
in November.

People commemorate this special 
day to express gratitude to God for 
providing them with each meal. 
This year’s festival will take place 
on Thursday, 24 November.

Thanksgiving dinner is tradition-
ally served with turkey, potatoes, 
cranberries, bread stuffing, and 
pumpkin pie. As families get to-
gether to celebrate this day with 
a full feast, it is one of the busiest 
holidays.

Thanksgiving brings people to-
gether to share a meal and spend 
the day together. It is typically 
marked with great pomp and cer-
emony in many areas of the world.

Thanksgiving’s primary tenets 
are thankfulness, charity, and com-
munity. Countries like Germany 
and Japan also observe festivities 
of a similar nature. The Thanks-
giving dinner is the festival’s main 
draw. It features pumpkin pie and 
Thanksgiving turkey as the main 
course and was lovingly prepared. 
Usually, it is enjoyed by everyone at 
home.

Additionally, people host Thanks-
giving gatherings to which they 
invite their loved ones. Decorat-
ing the house in autumnal hues 
is a must for the season. The fall 
season is reflected in the colour 
scheme, which includes darker 
tones of orange, green, red, yellow, 
and brown. As 24 November draws 
closer, we’ve put together a list of 
home-decorating tips you can use 
to spruce up your home.

 1. PuMPkins
Pumpkins rank among the top sea-
sonal decoration ingredients since 
Halloween. For ‘Thanksgiving’ dec-
orations, they can also be cut out or 
used as props.

2. centerPiece
The decoration must include a 
centre piece with a Thanksgiving 
theme. It is frequently set on the din-
ner table and is typically compact, 
low, and aesthetically pleasing to 
enhance the party atmosphere.   

3. tablecloth
The tablecloth used for the Thanks-
giving meal should also evoke the 
occasion. The fall season’s flower 
designs or typically bright colours 
can make for fantastic decorations.

4. Place carDs
Each guest to the house should be 
given a location to go, and the cards 
should serve as their directions. You 
may create your own DIY Thanks-
giving cards by keeping the holiday 
spirit in mind.

5. Wreath
A Thanksgiving wreath is one of the 
key elements of the holiday’s decor 
and is typically hung on the front 
entrance to greet visitors.

In America, Thanksgiving is not 
complete without a turkey dinner. 
It is part of the customary feast to 
include the bird. In addition, each 
Thanksgiving, the President of the 
United States of America performs 
a ritual. They pardon the Thanks-
giving turkey on the morning of the 
celebration.  

MohaMMeD Machraoui

Nowadays, people’s lives are anything but simple. They have to worry about work, family and finances.

The Bhavnagar Heritage Foundation 
is constantly working to keep the craft 
alive by teaching it to the next generation 
in such a way that it does not become 
boring and is ‘trendy’ for them.
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Ravindra Jadeja ruled out 
of Bangladesh ODIs

Indian all-rounder Ravin-
dra Jadeja has been ruled 
out of the Bangladesh ODI 
series as he is yet to recover 
from the knee surgery he 
underwent in September.

Bengal all-rounder Shah-
baz Ahmed is expected 
to be picked as Jadeja’s re-
placement for the ODI se-
ries, which gets underway 
on 4 December in Mirpur 
according to information 
provided by ESPNcricinfo. 
Currently a member of 
India’s ODI team for the 
three-match series in New 
Zealand, Shahbaz made his 
international debut during 
the home ODIs against 
South Africa in September. 
He has been in excellent 
form in the current Vijay 
Hazare Trophy, taking 11 
wickets in six matches at an 
economy of 4.87 over 51.2 
overs. Additionally, he has 
made two half-centuries 
with the bat lower in the 
order.

There is speculation over 
Jadeja’s participation in the 
Bangladesh Test series as 
well, as he is bound to take 
some time to completely re-
cover from the surgery.

Uttar Pradesh left-arm 
spinner Saurabh Kumar 
may join the team if he isn’t 
prepared to play in the up-
coming two-Test series.

Due to his outstanding 
performances since win-

ning the 2019-20 Ranji 
Trophy, Saurabh has been 
playing on the periphery 
of the national squad since 
February of last year. He 
most recently played for 
India A against New Zea-
land, where he contributed 
nine wickets in the series’ 
final match to the hosts’ 1-0 
victory. He was instrumen-
tal in UP’s run to the Ranji 
Trophy semifinals before 
that.

Saurabh has a remark-
able aggregate of 58 wickets 
overall over 12 Ranji Trophy 
games from two completed 
seasons.

Jadeja, 33, was forced to 
withdraw from India’s Asia 
Cup campaign after the 
group stages in order to un-
dergo surgery for a chron-

ic knee problem. Jadeja 
missed the whole T20 
World Cup, despite India 
coach Rahul Dravid’s initial 
optimism that he may recu-
perate in time to participate 
in India’s campaign. Jadeja’s 
right knee has been both-
ering him for some time; 
in fact, he missed the ODI 
portion of India’s tour of 
the West Indies in July due 
to an ailment to the same 
joint. Since then, he has 
been undergoing rehabilita-
tion at Bengaluru’s National 
Cricket Academy.

Jadeja eventually made 
the ODI and Test squads for 
the tour of Bangladesh, but 
he will now be absent from 
at least the limited-overs 
matches, which are set for 
4, 7, and 10 December. 

India all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja 

ICC T20 RANKINGS

SURYAKUMAR YADAV RETAINS 
NUMBER ONE SPOT AMONG BATTERS
Star Indian batter Suryaku-
mar Yadav has retained 
his top position in the ICC 
Men’s T20I Player Rank-
ings following his match-
winning ton against New 
Zealand in the second T20I 
of the recently concluded 
three-match T20I series, 
which India won 1-0.

He has also widened the 
rating points gap with the 
second-ranked batter Mo-
hammad Rizwan. Current-
ly, Suryakumar has 890 
points while Rizwan 
has 836 points. New 
Zealand opener Devon 
Conway’s knock of 59 
in the tied final match 
of the series against India 
has helped him gain one 
slot to reach the third 
posit ion while 
Glenn Phillips 
(up one place 
to seventh 
among 
batters) 
and 
Tim South-
ee (up two places to joint-
14th among bowlers) have 
also gained.

For India, captain Hardik 
Pandya’s unbeaten 30 in 
the final match has helped 
him reach joint-50th posi-
tion among batters while 

Bhuvneshwar Kumar (up 
two places to 11th), Arsh-
deep Singh (up one place to 
21st) and Yuzvendra Cha-
hal (up eight places to 40th) 
are the bowlers to gain in 
the latest update.

Australia openers David 
Warner and Travis Head 
have made notable gains in 
the ICC Men’s ODI Player 
Rankings after an 
epic  269-r un 
partnership 
at the Mel-

bourne 
Cricket 
Ground (MCG) 
while Steve Smith’s con-
sistence performances in 
the home series against 
England have helped 
him attain a career-
best equaling seventh 
position.

Warner, a formerly 
top-ranked batter, 
has gained one spot 

to reach fifth position in the 
list after a score of 106 in 
the final match that helped 
him finish with 240 runs 
and win the Player of the 
Series award. Head, who 
accumulated 208 runs af-
ter his Player of the Match 
effort of 152 at the MCG, 
has progressed 12 spots to 

reach the 30th posi-
tion.

Smith finished 
third in the list of 
run-scorers, his 

195 runs good 
enough 

to lift him three places to 
seventh place, a position he 
had held in January 2017. 
Marnus Labuschagne and 
Mitchell Marsh too have 
moved up the list and oc-
cupy 68th and 84th posi-
tions, respectively.

Fast bowler Mitchell 
Starc, who was named 
Player of the Match for a 
haul of four for 47 in the 
second ODI in Sydney, 
has moved up four places 
to take the fourth position 
while leg-spinner Adam 
Zampa (up eight places to 

seventh) and Pat Cummins 
(up one place to 17th) have 
also moved up the bowlers’ 
rankings.

For England, Phil Salt 
and Dawid Malan have 
entered the top 100. Salt 
has progressed six slots 
to reach the 97th position 
while Malan has advanced 
56 places and is ranked 
100th.

Players from Namibia and 
the USA have also gained in 
the latest weekly update for 
their performances in the 
ICC Men’s Cricket World 

Cup League 2. Skipper 
Gerhard Erasmus of 
Namibia (up two plac-
es to 48th) and Mo-
nank Patel of the USA 
(up three places to 
50th) have moved up 
the batters’ list while 
Saurabh Netravalkar 
of the USA has reached 
a career-best 31st posi-
tion among bowl-
ers after taking two 
wickets each against 
Namibia and Papua 

New Guinea. 

Jehan Daruvala.
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Star Indian batter Suryakumar Yadav .

 LONG OPENING STINT

India’s Jehan Daruvala 
came within seconds of 
bringing the curtains 
down on his Formula 2 
campaign with a points-
scoring comeback in Sun-
day’s feature race at the 
season-ending round in 
Abu Dhabi, despite sus-
taining a wrist injury in a 
crash in Saturday’s Sprint.

The 24-year-old shunted 
heavily into the barriers 
after contact with Enzo 
Fittipaldi on the opening 
lap of the shorter Saturday 
race. The Prema racer was 
taken to the medical center 
but was cleared to race on 

Sunday. Jehan had, how-
ever, suffered a tendon in-
jury in the crash and lined 
up for the feature race with 
his wrist strapped up to re-
duce the pain.

Formula 2 cars are not 
equipped with power 
steering, which puts a lot 
of demands on a driver’s 
arms and wrists.

Still, despite the pain, 
Jehan battled through the 
pack, running as high as 
third after a long opening 
stint.

He had pulled out 
enough of a gap to come 
out of the pits comfortably 
within the top ten but a 
slow stop that cost him as 
many as five seconds cost 

him a points finish. He 
finished 13th just over two 
seconds outside the points.

Jehan said, “We were 
hoping for more after our 
win and double podium 
in Monza but unfortu-
nately this wasn’t our 
weekend. Motor racing 
is full of ups and downs 
and while this season 
hasn’t gone as we want-
ed, there are still highs 
that we can celebrate. I 
would like to thank Pre-
ma, Red Bull, my family 
and all my sponsors for 
their hard work and sup-
port this year. I’m looking 
forward to having a bit of a 
break and recharging my 
batteries over the winter.” 

 INDIA VS NZ

HIGHEST RUN SCORER

TDG NETWORK
NAPIER 

Stand-in skipper Hardik 
Pandya revealed the rea-
son behind the non-se-
lection of his fellow team-
mate Sanju Samson in the 
Playing XI for the entire 
series.

The third and final T20I 
between New Zealand 
and India being played 
at Napier was called off 
due to rain and as per the 
Duckworth-Lewis meth-
od, the match ended in a 
tie with India at 75/4 in 9 
overs in reply to hosts 160. 
Sanju Samson, Shubman 
Gill, Kuldeep Yadav and 
Umran Malik might have 
expected an outing or two 
in New Zealand in the ab-
sence of senior players like 
Rohit Sharma, KL Rahul 
and Virat Kohli from the 
recent men’s T20 World 
Cup. Samson has a T20I 
average of 44.75 over the 
past 12 months, with his 
runs arriving rapidly. Gill 

has never played T20I 
cricket. He averages 82.66 
in ODIs throughout the 
same time frame.

“It’s not difficult, but 
about how you handle it. 
It’s simple for me - I have 
the same sort of equation 
with all the players, and 
when I can’t pick a player, 
he knows it’s not personal. 
It’s got to do with the situ-
ation. I am a peoples’ per-
son. So if anyone needs 
me, I will be there for 
them. Everyone knows 
that if they feel anything 
at all, my doors are always 
open for them to come 
and have a chat with me, 
because I understand how 
they are feeling,” Hardik 
Pandya said in a post-
match conference.

“If they are sitting out... 
Sanju Samson, for ex-
ample we wanted to play 
him, but for whatever 
reason, we couldn’t. But 
I can get into their shoes 
and understand how they 
are feeling. As a cricketer, 

it is difficult, whatever one 
might say. You are in the 

Indian team, but you are 
not getting a chance in the 

XI, so that’s difficult,” the 
all-rounder said.

“At the end of the day, I 
can say whatever I want, 
but those will just be 
words. It will still be diffi-
cult for them to deal with. 
But if I can create a healthy 
environment, where the 
players can come and 
speak to me if they are feel-
ing bad, or go and speak to 
the coach, if I remain the 
captain, I think it won’t 
be a problem. Because my 
nature is such that I make 
sure everyone is together,” 
he further added.

Coming to the match, 
with the first match having 
been washed away due to 
rain and India having won 
the second match, the 
Hardik Pandya led-team 
clinched the series 1-0. 
This is the second time In-
dia has won a T20 series 
under the leadership of 
Pandya. India had earlier 
won a series against West 
Indies under his leader-
ship earlier this year.

It’s not personal: Hardik Pandya reveals reason 
for not including Sanju Samson in Playing XI

Stand-in skipper Hardik Pandya 

IN-DEPTH KNOWLEDGE
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Luke Wright appointed as 
England Men’s new selector

Former England and Sus-
sex all-rounder Luke Wright 
has been appointed England 
Men’s Selector, joining the 
group responsible for pick-
ing national men’s squads.

Wright will input into all 
England Men’s squads and 
team selections from senior 
teams to Lions and Young 
Lions. He will share respon-
sibility for selection with 
coaches and captains of the 
red and white ball teams, 
England Men’s Managing Di-
rector Rob Key, Performance 
Director Mo Bobat and Player 
ID Lead David Court. Once he 
takes up the role, he will be re-
sponsible for being across all 
domestic cricket in the sum-
mer, will be involved in deci-
sions on Central Contracts, 
and will work closely with 
Bobat, Court and the scouting 
network on talent identifica-
tion. He will also work with 
the ECB science and medicine 
team on player availability 

and programming.
“Off the back of the ICC 

Men’s T20 World Cup win 
and a successful summer for 
our men’s Test team, I’m de-
lighted that Luke will be join-
ing as England Selector. With 
his significant experience of 
playing in England and over-
seas as well as his in-depth 
knowledge of county cricket, 
he will be an important voice 
in squad selection while also 
helping to identify the next 
generation of England stars,” 
Rob Key, Managing Director, 
England Men’s Cricket, said 

in an official statement.
“It’s an exciting time for 

England men’s cricket, but 
with the Ashes and the ICC 
Men’s 50-over World Cup 
next year there is a lot of 
hard work ahead if we are 
to build upon what has been 
an exciting year,” he further 
added. “It’s a huge honour 
and privilege to take on this 
role, one that I am incredibly 
excited about. With the Ashes 
and ICC Men’s 50-over World 
Cup next year, I can’t wait to 
get started and try to contrib-
ute after what has been a fan-
tastic year for England men’s 
cricket,” Luke Wright said.

Wright began his career at 
Leicestershire before join-
ing Sussex in 2004 where 
he has played ever since. He 
played more than 100 times 
for England between 2007 
and 2014, winning the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup in 
2010, and has also played in 
overseas leagues including 
the Big Bash League, Indian 
Premier League and Pakistan 
Super League. 

Luke Wright 

Was overwhelming to make my 
name from scratch: Unmukt 

Unmukt Chand joined 
NewsX for a conversation 
where NewsX recognised the 
cricketer for his excellence in 
cricket under the special se-
ries of NewsX India A-List.

On his feat of being the 
highest run scorer for two 
consecutive seasons in Minor 
League Cricket, he said “the 
league is certainly gaining 
both momentum and view-
ership. People in the west 
are getting more inclined 
towards the sport.”

He also discussed the chal-
lenges of moving to the west 
where the infrastructure is 
still growing, and how jubi-
lant it is for him to make a 

name for himself right from 
the scratch. On sustaining 
an injury that was very close 
to his eye, Unmukt thanked 
the almighty that the injury 
didn’t cause any sort of frac-
ture or injury to the eye, as 
the sound that was created 
upon the impact got every-
one worried.

On playing for the United 
States, Unmukt clarified his 

future course of action, where 
he’s aiming to play for the ma-
jor leagues, and post that he 
wants to see how it rolls out 
for him in terms of the T20 
World Cup 2024 league. Ma-
jor League is going to pour 
out a major chunk of the data 
that will show how the audi-
ence is going to turn out for 
the World Cup that is going 
to happen in the US in 2024. 

JEHAN DARUVALA OVERCOMES INJURY TO PUT IN 
FIGHTING DRIVE IN ABU DHABI SEASON FINALE
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GIROUD SCORES A BRACE

Defending champs 
France outclass 
Australia 4-1

Olivier Giroud’s brace 
and a stunning goal from 
Adrien Rabiot and Kylian 
Mbappe guided reigning 
champions France to reg-
ister victory over Austra-
lia by 4-1 in the Group D 
match of the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup 2022 at the Al 
Janoub Stadium in Qatar.

Craig Goodwin put Aus-
tralia ahead in the first 
10 minutes of the match 
as he scored a stunning 
goal. However, goals from 
Adrien Rabiot and Olivier 
Giroud gave France the 
lead before halftime, and 
Kylian Mbappe emerged 
as the game’s standout 
player in the second half. 
He scored the third goal 
and provided Giroud with 
the perfect cross to score 
the fourth.

Injuries to France play-
ers in the lead-up to Aus-
tralia’s goal, including Lu-
cas Hernandez, may have 
given France the impres-
sion that everything were 
working against them.

After quickly pulling his 
nation level with a goal, 
the superb midfielder 
changed roles, latching 
onto Mbappe’s lovely flick 
to set up Giroud. For his 
50th international goal, 
the seasoned striker only 
needed to put the ball in 
the goal.

With 51 goals for the 
men’s national team, Gir-
oud, 36, has now tied Thi-
erry Henry for the most 
goals scored in France’s 
history. The amazing 
Mbappe will undoubtedly 
surpass it one day.

Mbappe, however, took 
control in the second half 
and tormented the defence 
as France looked to in-
crease their lead. Antoine 
Griezmann’s attempt was 
blocked by a defender, but 
Mbappe was unstoppable 
and headed in Ousmane 
Dembele’s right-wing 
cross off the post.

France will continue 
their title defence against 
Denmark on Saturday 
while Australia play Tu-
nisia earlier that day.

 HISTORIC FEAT

Saudi come from behind to stun Messi’s Argentina 2-1
Saudi Arabia stunned two-
time champions Argentina 
2-1 in a group C FIFA World 
Cup tie played here at the 
Lusail stadium.

Argentina got off to a 
great start as Lionel Messi 
converted a penalty in the 
10th minute to give his side 
a 1-0 lead. Playing in his fifth 
World Cup Messi beat Saudi 
Arabia’s goalkeeper Mo-
hammed Al-Owais to find 
the net. The Argentines also 
had three goals ruled out 
for offside as they went into 
half-time with a 1-0 lead.

The second half was a 
different story altogether 
as 51st-ranked team Saudi 
Arabia came with a new 
vigour with Saleh Al-Sheh-
ri scoring a goal for them to 

level the score 1-1. Al-Shehri 
squeezed in a low shot into 
the nets.

Five minutes later the 
Saudis took the lead as Sa-
lem Al-Dawsari tapped in 
a goal in the 53rd minute to 

give them a crucial 2-1 lead. 
Despite a lot of possession 
after conceding the goal, the 
two-time champions were 
unable to level the score. 
Saudi’s goalkeeper Moham-
med Al-Owais made many 

important saves and their 
defence also stood tall in the 
match’s dying moments.

Abdulelah Al Amri was 
awarded the ‘Player of the 
Match’ award for his bril-
liant performance. 

Japan made a scintillat-
ing comeback to create 
a massive upset against 

Germany, defeating the 
four-time champions 2-1 
in the group E match of 
the FIFA World Cup at the 
Khalifa International Sta-
dium on Wednesday.

Germany were leading at 
the end of the first half but 
Japan scaled up their game 
in the second half, scoring 
in the 75th minute through 
Ritsu Doan and in the 83rd 
minute through Takuma 
Asano. Takuma Asano 
was brought in as a substi-
tution in the 57th minute 
and proved his mettle in 
the match as Japanese sup-
porters yelled and cheered 
from the stands.

The second half saw the 
Japanese players come with 
a new fervour, zeal and 
confidence as they domi-
nated the ball possession 
and made constant runs to 
the German box.

Gundogan, who had 
scored for  Germany 
through the penalty kick in 
the first half, continued his 
good form and came very 
close to scoring in the 60th 
minute but his the ball 
ricocheted off the goalpost 
to huge disappointment of 
German fans.

Germany ended with su-
perior ball possession and 
shots on goal but piercing 
attacks by Japanese team 
left them vulnerable.

With this win, Japan has 
got to the top of the table 
in Group E which also fea-
tures Germany, Costa Rica 
and Spain.

Germany were leading 
Japan 1-0 at half-time after 
Ilkay Gundogan scored via 
penalty kick in the group 
E match at the Khalifa In-
ternational Stadium on 
Wednesday.

Japan goalkeeper Shuichi 
Gonda failed to prevent a 
goal in the 32nd minute of 
the match. Gundogan net-
ted the ball straight into the 
goal through a penalty kick 
to give Germany 1-0 lead.

The four-time FIFA 
champions wasted no 
time and came out all guns 
blazing as they went deep 
inside the Japanese box in 
the second minute of the 
game and looked threaten-
ing from the beginning.

Daizen Maeda challenged 
German Antonio Rudiger 
to dribble the ball past him 
but the centre-back was 
alert and cut the Japanese’ 
run short.

Maeda was in the reck-
oning once again in the 8th 
minute as he made a bril-
liant run to get to the ball 
perfectly and score, only to 

be called off-side.
There was a constant 

struggle between the sides 
for possession. Japan also 
had the advantage for some 
time.

Germany came close to 
scoring in the 16th minute 
with a superb corner kick 
from Joshua Walter Kim-
mich that was headed just 
a few inches wide by Ru-
diger.

A free-kick was given 
to Germany as Thomas 
Muller was brought down 
by Takefusa Kubo in the 
18th minute but the Ger-
mans failed to score off it.

Gundogan troubled the 
Japan team with his bril-
liant football skill as he 
managed to constantly find 
vacant spaces in the field.

The German finally 
scored via a penalty to give 

Germany a one-goal lead 
over Japan. Japanese play-
ers seemed a bit demoti-
vated after trailing and fal-
tered with the ball, giving 
possession to the German 
players in the first half.

Germany almost took a 
2-0 lead in the closing min-
utes of the first half after 
Kai Havertz found the back 
of the net but was called off-
side.

The result of the match 
was similar to that on Tues-
day when Saudi Arabia had 
shocked fancied Argentina 
2-1.

Japan caused an upset 
much similar to the match 
between Saudi Arabia and 
Argentina on Tuesday.

Both Japan and Saudi 
Arabia came from behind 
to clinch famous victories 
against their fancied rivals.

ANOTHER UPSET
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JAPAN DOES A SAUDI, STUN 4-TIME 
CHAMPIONS GERMANY 2-1

The Samurai Blue came from behind one goal down to defeat the Germans 2-1.

PARTING WAYS WITH MANCHESTER UNITED 

RIGHT TIME TO SEEK A NEW CHALLENGE: RONALDO
Star footballer Cristiano 
Ronaldo on Tuesday an-
nounced the end of his 
contract with Manchester 
United, saying that it “feels 
like the right time to seek a 
new challenge”.

Star striker of the club 
Cristiano Ronaldo has 
parted ways with Manches-
ter United, the club said in 
a statement on Tuesday. 
Ronaldo also took to Twit-
ter to announce that he has 
parted ways with the club.

“Following conversations 
with Manchester United 
we have mutually agreed 
to end our contract early. 
I love Manchester United 
and I love the fans that will 
never ever change. Howev-
er, it feels like the right time 

for me to seek a new chal-
lenge. I wish the team every 
success for the remainder 
of the season and for the 
future,” said Ronaldo in a 
statement.

Ronaldo will immediately 
leave Manchester United 
after reaching a mutual 
agreement with the Red 
Devils. The star footballer 
netted 27 goals in 54 ap-
pearances during his sec-
ond spell with the Red 
Devils.

“Cristiano Ronaldo is 
to leave Manchester 
United by mutual 
agreement, with 
immediate ef-
f e c t , ”  s a i d 
Manchester 
United in 
an official 
statement 
on Tues-

day.
“The club thanks him 

for his immense con-
tribution across two 
spells at Old Traf-
ford, scoring 145 
goals in 346 ap-
pearances, and 
wishes him and his 
family well for the 
future. Everyone at 
Manchester 
United re-

mains focused on continu-
ing the team’s progress 
under Erik ten Hag and 
working together to deliver 
success on the pitch,” it fur-

ther reads.
The five-time win-

ner of the Ballon 
d’Or, who has had a 
frustrating season at 

Manchester Unit-
ed doing regu-

l a r  b e n ch 
duty, star-

tled the 
world 

with a series of videos in 
which he took aim at the 
Manchester United board 
and manager Erik ten Hag.

The decision comes on the 
back of his dramatic inter-
view, Ronaldo’s tumultuous 
departure was inevitable. 
Ronaldo criticized the club 
and said he has “no respect” 
for its manager ten Hag. 
The Portuguese superstar 
is currently participating in 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
in Qatar where his team 
will begin their campaign 
against Ghana on Thurs-
day. Also, Manchester 
United are in the fifth spot 
in the Premier League table, 
having won eight of their 
14 matches, drawn two, 
and lost 4. They currently 
have 26 points. They are 11  
points short of table-top-
pers Arsenal.
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Olivier Giroud equalled Thierry 
Henry’s record; scoring 51 goals.
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LUSAIL SAUDI KING DECLARES HOLIDAY

Saudi Arabia has declared a holiday on Wednesday after its 
football team’s stunning victory over two-time champions 
Argentina in a Group C clash at Lusail stadium on Tuesday, 
local media reported. “King Salman orders that tomorrow, 
Wednesday, will be a holiday for all employees in public 
and private sectors as well as for students in all phases of 
education, in celebration of #SaudiArabia’s stunning vic-
tory against Argentina in #WorldCup2022,” Saudi Gazette, 
an English language daily in Saudi Arabia, said in a tweet. 
Saudi Arabia broke Argentina’s 36-match unbeaten streak, 
including winning the Copa America 2021.  

5 MINS OF MISTAKES COST US: MESSI
Following the shocking defeat against Saudi Arabia, the 
Seven-time Ballon d’Or winner Lionel Messi admitted that 
he did not expect his team Argentina to start the FIFA World 
Cup in this fashion. Saudi Arabia stunned two-time cham-
pions Argentina 2-1 in a group C FIFA World Cup tie played 
here at the Lusail stadium. “It’s a situation that this group 
of players has never been through, it’s been a while since 
we suffered such a tough blow, we didn’t expect to start 
like this,” Messi was quoted as saying by Skysports. “In 
five minutes of mistakes that we made, we went 2-1 down 
and then it was really tough and we lost organisation and 
started punting the ball,” he said.

This is Lionel Messi’s last appearance in FIFA World Cup.

AGAINST SOUTH KOREA

SUAREZ IS READY FOR 
WORLD CUP, SAYS 
COACH ALONSO

Diego Alonso, Uruguay’s 
head coach, said the coun-
try’s signature star Luis Su-
arez is fit enough to feature 
in their opening World Cup 
match against South Korea 
on Thursday.

“He is as fit as other players, 
he is ready for the game,” said 
Alonso, adding the 35-year-
old striker was enjoying the 
atmosphere of attending 
another edition of the World 
Cup tournament.

However, he admitted that 
he had not yet decided on the 
starters against South Korea.

“With our strikers, our plan 
is to put a good performance 
in the first game. We are very 
much excited about what we 
can produce,” said Alonso.

“We have peace of mind 
because we have goalscoring 
opportunities, flexibility not 
only with our strikers, we are 
good defensively and this will 
make us a very competitive 
team,” he added.

Coached in China’s Super 
League club in 2017, Alonso 
replaced Oscar Tabarez last 
November. Speaking of the 
others’ opinion that he had 
little experience at the World 
Cup level, Alonso said every-
one is entitled to have their 
view but he needed to focus 
on the game with the whole 
team, particularly the open-
ing game.

A video went viral on the 
internet recently that each 
player of the country’s 26-
man squad was unveiled by 
his hometown folks, reports 
Xinhua.

Speaking of which, Alonso 
admitted it was a great oppor-
tunity to promote Uruguay, 

as well as a strong single to 
showcase the bond between 
players and their people.

“The video was an extraor-
dinary work, and we are 
also promoting the coun-
try through the clip,” said 
Alonso.

Diego Godin, the 36-year-
old veteran as well as cap-
tain of the team, told the 
same press conference that 
he made a huge effort to 
deal with pain through dif-
ficult situations and now got 
ready to put on the shirt for 
his fourth consecutive FIFA 
World Cup journey.

“We qualified for a new 
World Cup. My teammate 
on this boat with a common 
dream that we all share with 
the idea to win. And we have 
dreams and then realized, 
we will be coming out there 
to compete from the very first 
match,” said Godin.

The match is set to take 
place at the Education City 
Stadium, with the game kick-
ing off at 4 p.m. local time on 
Thursday. 
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Luis Suarez.


