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the Case is not aboUt 
‘LoVe jihad’: owaisi

‘She could have been 
saved’, Fadnavis on 
Shraddha’s letter

Jama Masjid withdraws ban 
on entry of  lone women

Witch hunt on despite 135 
cases of 167 closed against 
my MLAs: Kejriwal 

Communities which do not have unity 
lag behind: MP Kartikeya Sharma

Citing the bone-chilling Shraddha 
Walkar murder case, All India Majlis-
E-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi on Thursday called 
out the BJP for giving the issue a “reli-
gious angle” and said that the incident 
is not about “love jihad.” 

The AIMIM chief Owaisi said that BJP 
politics over this is completely wrong. 
“BJP politics over this is completely 
wrong. It’s not an issue of love jihad but

Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis has said that an 
investigation will be initiated into why 
“no action” was taken by the police on 
the complaint letter of Shhradha Walkar 
in 2020. 

The Deputy Chief Minister further 
said that she could have been saved had 
action been taken on time. The victim 

ConstitUtion benCh forMed 
for poLyGaMy, nikah-haLaLa

iaf set to pLaCe rs 1,400 Cr order for 
new aGe MissiLes 

Congress leader Sachin Pi-
lot on Wednesday called out 
Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot for his derog-
atory remarks and said that 
the allegations made by the 

Rajashtan CM were “base-
less”. 
“Ashok Gehlot is a senior 
and experienced leader, I 
don’t know who is advising 
him to level false, baseless al-
legations against me. Today 
it is required to strengthen 

Lieutenant General Asim 
Munir was on Thursday 
appointed as the new chief 
of army staff (COAS) of 
Pakistan, ending weeks of 
intense speculation and po-

litical tussle in the country. 
“The Prime Minister of Pak-
istan Muhammad Shahbaz 
Sharif has decided to ap-
point Lt. Gen. Sahir Sham-
shad Mirza as the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and Lt. Gen. Syed Asim 

Amid an uproar, the admin-
istration of Delhi’s mosque 
Jama Masjid withdrew its 
notice banning the entry of 
lone women. 

The notice banning the en-
try of women coming alone 
or in groups to Jama Mas-
jid was removed from Gate 
No. 3 of the mosque. While 
talking to ANI, Jama Mas-
jid, Public Relations Officer 

In an exclusive interview 
with India news, Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
claimed that AAP will win 
the upcoming MCD Poll. He 
said, “We will win 230 MCD 
seats this year.”

He stated, “We talk about 
our work because we per-
formed and that’s why we 
are asking for votes. I be-
lieve that we will 230 seats 
out of 250 in the upcoming 

polls.”
“BJP controls all the min-
isters and politicians in the 
country by the use of ED 
and CBI. They opened files 
for everyone except me. 
They tried everything in 
their power to use against 
me and my ministers but 
couldn’t find anything. They 
tried to raid all of ministers. 
There are 167 cases against 
my MLAs out of which 135 
have been closed by the 
court. And the court also 

Member of Parliament Kar-
tikeya Sharma on Thursday 
said any community or race 
cannot move forward with 
internal contradiction and 
bickering. Giving a clarion 
call for united Brahmin 
community in Haryana, the 
young MP said, “We now 
need to think why we are 

backward. History is a wit-
ness to the fact that the com-
munities which do not have 
unity, go backward. We 
have to unite and keep our 
priority clear. 

The Rajya Sabha MP Kar-
tikeya Sharma was address-
ing a programme, organized 
by Brahmin Sabha at Brah-
min Dharamshala located in 
Pillukheda Mandi. He was 
accorded a grand welcome 

here.
Kartikeya Sharma said 

that Lord Parshuram Ma-
hakumbh is going to be 
organized on coming 11 
December in Sector 12 of 
Karnal. “The Mahakumbh 
is supposed to be attended 
by a large number of peo-
ple from all over Haryana. 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar will participate 

The Supreme Court on 
Thursday agreed to form a 
constitution bench to con-
duct proceedings on pleas 
related to polygamy and 
nikah-halala, practised 
among Muslims. A bench 
headed by Chief Justice of 
India D.Y. Chandrachud said 
that it will form a new bench 
to deal with the issues. The 
court direction came when 
advocate Ashwini Upadhyay 
this morning mentioned the 
plea seeking to ban Nikah 
Halala and Polygamy. 

Advocate Upadhyay in-
formed the court that two 
judges-Justices Indira Baner-
jee and Justice Hemant Gup-
ta-have been retired and a 
new bench has to be formed. 
The five-judge bench of 
justices Indira Banerjee, 
Hemant Gupta, Surya Kant, 
M.M. Sundresh and Sud-
hanshu Dhulia were hearing 
the matter. 

The court was dealing 
with a petition seeking the 
declaration of polygamy 
and nikah-halala, practised 
among Muslims, as illegal 
and unconstitutional.

In a major push to induct in-
digenously developed weap-
on systems, the Indian Air 
Force has moved a proposal 
worth over Rs 1,400 crore to 

the government for acquir-
ing Rudram next-generation 
anti-radiation missiles (NG-
ARM) to search and destroy 
enemy radar locations, in-
formed defence officials. 
“A proposal for acquisi-
tion of advanced missiles 

developed by the Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) is 
with the Defence Ministry 
and a high-level meeting 
would soon be taking a call 
on it,” defence officials said. 

no offiCiaL inVite 
to Zakir naik by 
Qatar: Mea 
NEW DELHI: Qatar 
has conveyed that no 
invitation was extended to 
Indian fugitive Zakir Naik 
to attend the FIFA World 
Cup and his being wanted 
in India has been raised 
with Qatar government. 

“The issue of Zakir Naik 
being wanted has been 
raised with Qatar. Qatar 
has told India that no 
invitation was extended 
to Zakir Naik to attend 
the FIFA World Cup 2022,” 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs spokesperson said at 
weekly media briefing on 
Thursday. 

bjp CoUnCiLLor 
MUrdered in 
GwaLior 
GWALIor:  A BJP Coun-
cillor was murdered by 
being assaulted in the 
Cantonment area, Murar 
police station area in 
Gwalior in the early hours 
of Thursday, an official 
said. The deceased was 
identified as Shailu 
Kushwaha (40), a resident 
of the Murar locality in 
the district. He was a 
councillor from ward 3 of 
the Gwalior cantonment 
area. According to family 
members, the accused 
rajesh Sharma and 
Bhura Tomar reached his 
house and urged him to 
join a birthday party in the 
neighbouring house. Ad-
ditional Superintendent 
of Police (ASP), rajesh 
Dandotiya said that in the 
preliminary investigation, 
it came to light that there 
was a dispute at the birth-
day party after that he 
was assaulted. Later, he 
was taken to the hospital 
where he died.
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Motherly touch 

Manek Ba, a 104-year-old elderly woman, meets 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the public 

meeting for the upcoming Gujarat Assembly elections, 
at Balva, in Ahmedabad on Thursday.  ANi

The Supreme Court on 
Thursday questioned 
the Centre on the ap-

pointment of former IAS of-
ficer Arun Goel as the new 
Election Commissioner at 
a “lightning speed” saying 
the process was completed 
within 24 hours. 

For the third day in a row 
the Attorney General (AG) 
of India R Venkataramani 
faced tough questions as 
the Supreme Court scanned 
the system to appoint Elec-
tion Commissioners and 
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner. A five-judge Con-
stitution bench, headed by 
Justice K.M. Joseph, perused 
the original files brought by 
the Centre on Goel’s appoint-

ment as Election Commis-
sioner.  The Court questioned 
what deliberation could have 
been done to finalise a name 
within 24 hours, without 
the apparent mandatory aid 
and advice of the Council of 
Ministers

“What was that prevailed 
upon the government to 
initiate the process in a man-
ner that everything has to be 
done within the shortest pos-
sible time and super fast?” 
asked the bench. The bench 
also comprised of Justices 
Ajay Rastogi, Aniruddha 
Bose, Hrishikesh Roy and 
C.T. Ravikumar. 

“On 18 November…we find 
the file (Arun Goel appoint-
ment file) moved same day. 
Then the Prime Minister says 
considering experiences, sus-
tainability I recommend the 

name. It was done in a day,” 
Justice Joseph asked Ven-
kataramani who was appear-
ing for Central government, 
about the tearing hurry. 

The bench added, “Same 
day process, same day clear-
ance, same day application, 
same day acceptance, and 
same day appointment. 
MR. Attorney General, the 

file has not travelled 24 
hours as if the lightning 
speed is there. What kind 
of evaluation is there?” 
The Central government 
said there is no disquieting 
feature in the appointment. 
The bench clarified that it 
was not questioning the mer-
its of Arun Goel’s credentials, 
but the process.

“What’s the tearing hurry? 
This vacancy became avail-
able on 15 May. Show us from 
May to November, what pre-
vailed upon the government 
to do things superfast? “We 
are being blunt. If all these 
four names are carefully 
chosen, as ‘yes men’, we are 
concerned with the process 
of selection. 

Yesterday, the bench asked 
the Centre to produce the file 
related to the appointment 
of Goel as the new Election 
Commissioner. 

Meanwhile, the apex court 
reserved its judgement on 
a batch of pleas seeking a 
collegium-like system for 
the appointment of Election 
Commissioners (ECs) and 
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC). 

‘what is the tearinG hUrry’, sC 
asks Centre on eC appointMent 

GoVt CritiCised

 The Central government tells the court there is no disquieting feature in the appointment
ashish siNha 
NEW DELHI

shraddha 
MUrder Case

Aaftab Amin Poonawalla, accused in the 
macabre Shraddha Walkar murder case, is 
undergoing Perceptual Ability Test (PAT), 
that is a psychological analysis test, said 
Delhi Police sources on Thursday. 

The process for the test on Aaftab is being 
done at the Rohini Forensic Science Labo-

ratory (FSL), informed Delhi Police sources 
on Tuesday. The police sources further said 
that after the psychological analysis test is 
done, the accused will undergo a polygraph 
test. 

“Accused is behaving very normally and 
smoothly from the beginning, so it was 
very important to get his polygraph and 
narco done. This is a long process. 

MP Kartikeya Sharma at a programme, organised by Brahmin 
Sabha, in Haryana on Thursday. 

Same day process, same day clearance, 
same day application, same day 
acceptance, and same day appointment. 
Mr Attorney General, the file has not 
travelled 24 hours as if the lightning speed 
is there. What kind of evaluation is there?
       -Supreme Court 
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MiChy batshUayi’s 
braCe heLps 
beLGiUM defeat 
Canada 1-0
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‘Ukrainian peaCe 
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Ahead of the Gujarat As-
sembly polls slated for next 
month, Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) chief J.P. Nadda 
on Wednesday launched a 
scathing attack on the Con-
gress and said its leader Ra-
hul Gandhi is anti-Gujarati.

Nadda’s remarks came in 
light of activist Medha Pat-
kar, who spearheaded the 
Narmada Bachao Aandolan 
to prevent the displacement 
of locals due to the water of 
the dam, joining Rahul Gan-
dhi during the Maharashtra 
leg of the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
on Saturday. Speaking to the 
press, Nadda said, “I believe 
that Gujarat will break re-
cords this time. Gujarat has 
developed and emerged in 
many fields; this is the rea-
son why people will vote for 
us again. Medha Patkar has 
always taken a stand against 
development. Rahul Gandhi 
standing next to her means 
he is also anti-Gujarati.”

Asked about the row over 

jailed Delhi Minister and 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader Satyendar Jain, the 
BJP chief said, “Manish Si-
sodia should be ashamed 
that in the name of illness 
Satyendra Jain is getting 
massages from a rapist. 
Why can’t he get bail until 
now? Are there not enough 
lawyers? He is in jail for 
a serious matter which is 
why it is getting difficult for 
him to get bail.”The AAP 
has come under fire after 
video emerged of Minister 
Satyendar Jain receiving an 

oil massage inside his cell 
in Tihar Jail ahead of civic 
elections. Voting in the As-
sembly elections in the state 
will be held on 1 and 5 De-
cember, and the counting 
of votes will take place on 
December 8.

In the 2017 Gujarat polls, 
the BJP was halted at 99 
seats out of a total of 182 
seats. The party has been in 
power for the last 27 years, 
with Narendra Modi being 
the longest-serving chief 
minister of the state.

This time, the party un-

der the leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah, and CR Paatil is aim-
ing to get its highest seat 
tally yet, exceeding 140.

The state has been a BJP 
stronghold for a long time, 
and the party has set its 
sights on returning to power 
for the seventh term. From 
2001 to 2014, PM Modi was 
Gujarat’s longest-serving 
chief 
minister. 
However, 
i t  f a c e s 
a  s t i f f 
electoral 
challenge 
from the 
Arvind 
Kejriwal-
led Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP), which 
has named Isudan Gadhvi 
as its chief ministerial can-
didate.

The Congress also hopes 
to put its best electoral foot 
forward to unseat the BJP 
government.

Rahul Gandhi is anti-Gujarati: Nadda on 
Medha Patkar joining Bharat Jodo Yatra

PEOPLE HAVE STARTED SPEAKING 
UP IN BJP: CM GEHLOT ON BJP 
EXPELLING REBEL MLAS

Gujarat is known 
as a leading state 
in the country: PM

100 CANDIDATES DECLARE SERIOUS CRIMINAL 
CASES IN UPCOMING GUJARAT POLLS 

Taking note of the recent 
expulsions done by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), Chief Minister of 
Rajasthan, Ashok Gehlot, 
said that the Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Mo-
di-led party has 
“changed too.”

He also high-
lighted the num-
b e r  o f  M L A s 
who “rebelled” 
in various states. 
“At least 33 MLAs 
in Gujarat and 21 
in Himachal have 

rebelled. PM Modi’s party 
is not the same as it was; 
it has changed too; people 
have started speaking up,” 
said Rajasthan CM Ashok 
Gehlot while addressing 
a media briefing. His re-
marks came after the BJP 

recently suspended twelve 
rebels in disciplinary ac-
tion, who had filed their 
nominations as indepen-
dent candidates after being 
denied tickets by the ruling 
party in the upcoming Gu-
jarat Assembly elections. 
All twelve rebels were seek-
ing tickets for the Assembly 

election. This is the second 
list of rebels who have been 
suspended in Gujarat after 
the party suspended seven 
rebels on Sunday.

Earlier on 21 November, 
CM Gehlot exuded confi-
dence in the party doing 
well in the upcoming Gu-
jarat Assembly polls and 

stated that the people are 
“agitated” with the BJP.

Speaking to ANI, Gehlot 
said, “Congress will do well 
in these elections because 
the mood of the public is 
against the BJP for mis-
managing COVID and the 
economy. Our party is look-
ing at winning 125 seats, 
and we are well on course 
to do that. 

The opposition to the 
BJP government this time 
wasn’t there the last time. 
People are agitated. The 
entire country saw the mis-
management during CO-
VID, especially in the state, 
which was strong even be-
fore independence.”

Voting for the two-phased 
Gujarat Assembly elections 
has been slated for Decem-
ber 1 and 5. The counting 
of votes will take place on 8 
December.

Ahead of the Gujarat 
Assembly Elections 
2022, the Asso-

ciation for Democratic Re-
forms (ADR) has analyses 
the criminal background, 
financial situation, educa-
tion, gender, and other de-
tails of candidates contesting 
in phase 1 of the Gujarat As-
sembly Elections 2022. ADR 
analysed the self-sworn af-
fidavits of all 788 candidates.

CRIMINAL  
BACKGROUND
Out of 788 candidates ana-
lysed, 167 (21%) have de-
clared criminal cases against 
themselves. 100 (13%) have 
declared serious criminal 
cases against themselves. 

Among the major parties, 
32 (36%) out of 88 candidates 
analysed from AAP, 31 (35%) 
out of 89 candidates anal-
ysed from INC, 14 (16%) out 
of 89 candidates analysed 
from BJP and 4 (29%) out 
of 14 candidates analysed 
from Bhartiya Tribal Party 
have declared criminal cases 
against themselves in their 
affidavits.

Among the major parties, 
26 (30%) out of 88 candi-
dates analysed from AAP, 
18 (20%) out of 89 candi-
dates analysed from INC, 11 
(12%) out of 89 candidates 

analysed from BJP and 1 (7%) 
out of 14 candidates analysed 
from Bhartiya Tribal Party 
have declared serious crimi-
nal cases against themselves 
in their affidavits.

Nine candidates have de-
clared cases related to crime 
against women.

Three candidates have de-
clared cases related to mur-
der (IPC Section 302) against 
themselves.

Twelve candidates have 
declared cases related to 
attempt to murder (IPC 
Section-307) against them-
selves.25 (28%) out of 89 
constituencies are "red 
alert" constituencies. Red-

alert constituencies are those 
where three or more contest-
ing candidates have declared 
criminal cases against them-
selves. 

Moreover, the directions 
of the Supreme Court have 
had no effect on the political 
parties in selection of candi-
dates in Phase 1 of the Gu-
jarat Assembly Elections, 
as they have again followed 
their old practice of giving 
tickets to around 21% can-
didates with criminal cases. 
All major parties contesting 
in Gujarat phase I elections 
have given tickets to 16 % to 
36 % candidates who have 
declared criminal cases 

against themselves.
In its directions dated 13 

February, 2020, the Su-
preme Court specifically 
instructed political parties to 
give reasons for such selec-
tion and explain why other 
individuals without criminal 
antecedents could not be se-
lected as candidates. As per 
these mandatory guidelines, 
the reasons for such selection 
have to be with reference to 
the qualifications, achieve-
ments, and merit of the can-
didate concerned. During 
the recent six state assem-
bly elections held in 2022, 
it was observed that politi-
cal parties gave unfounded 

and baseless reasons like 
the popularity of the person, 
does good social work, cases 
are politically motivated etc. 

FINANCIAL 
BACKGROUND 
Out of the 788 candidates, 211 
(or 27% of them) are crore-
patis. 

The role of money power 
in our elections is evident 
from the fact that all major 
political parties give tick-
ets to wealthy candidates. 
Among the major parties, 
79 (89%) out of 89 candi-
dates analysed from BJP, 65 
(73%) out of 89 candidates 
analysed from INC, and 33 
(38%) out of 88 candidates 
analysed from AAP have 
declared assets valued more 
than Rs 1 crore.

The average amount of as-

sets per Gujarat Assembly 
Elections 2022 Phase I can-
didate is Rs 2.88 crore. The 
average asset per candidate 
in the 2017 Gujarat Assem-
bly Elections Phase 1 was Rs. 
2.16 crore. 

Among major parties, the 
average assets per candidate 
for the 89 BJP candidates ex-
amined are Rs. 13.40 crore; 
Rs. 8.38 crore for the 89 INC 
candidates examined; Rs. 
1.99 crore for the 88 AAP 
candidates; and Rs. 23.39 
lakhs for the 14 Bhartiya 
Tribal Party candidates.

One independent candi-
date, namely Bhupendra 
Bhavanbhai Patoliya from 
Rajkot West, has declared 
zero assets in the affidavit.

386 (49%) candidates have 
declared liabilities in their af-
fidavits. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said at a public meeting 
in Dehgam on Thursday that 
these elections will decide the 
fate of Gujarat for the next 25 
years.

On the second day of his 
two-day campaign in Gu-
jarat, PM Modi said, “India 
has completed 75 years of 
independence, and our na-
tion is entering the Amrit 
Kaal, which will be the next 
25 years. This is the first elec-
tion of this Amrit Kaal, which 
will decide the fate of the state 
not just for the next five years, 
but for the next 25 years.” PM 
Modi stated that we must 
work in such a way that Gu-
jarat surpasses the standards 
of the world’s rich countries. 
PM Modi said, “Earlier there 
was a time when there was 
talk of corruption, casteism, 

nepotism, road, electricity, 
water, and health issues in 
elections, but due to the over-
all development that Gujarat 
has achieved in the last 20 
years, Gujarat has come out 
of such crises. 20 to 25 years 
ago, work was done for the 
development of basic facili-
ties in Gujarat, but today the 
state is known as a leading 
state in the country.”

Further, hailing the devel-
opment of Gujarat, PM Modi 
said, “Today, 24 hours of elec-
tricity are available in Guja-
rat. Work of Sardar Sarovar 
Dam, Sujalam Suflam Yo-
jana, and Amrit Sarovar has 
been done. Village-to-village 
roads have been improved, 
and optical fibre has been 
extended.”

“The education budget in 
Gujarat which was Rs 1,500 
crore, has today increased to 
Rs 33,000 crore,” he said.

PABUBHA MANEK REMAIN UNBEATEN IN DWARKA FOR 32 YEARS
The Dwarka Assembly seat 
should be regarded as one of 
the BJP’s safest bets in the 
upcoming Gujarat assem-
bly elections. The reason is 
Pabubha Manek, an MLA 
who has not lost a single elec-
tion in the last 32 years. The 
BJP has entrusted Manek to 
win the seat for the party for 
the third straight time.

Pabubha Manek, who has 
never lost an election since 
1990, won the first three 
elections as an independent 
(1990, 1995, and 1998), then 
joined the Congress and won 
the seat in 2002. Later, on a 

BJP ticket, he won the As-
sembly elections in 2007, 
2012, and 2017. Speaking 
to the press on Wednesday, 
Manek, claiming the support 
and affection of all communi-
ties in the constituency, said 
that he has been “selected 
and not elected” for this long.

“I am selected, not elected. 
I’ve won the Dwarka seat for 
the last eight terms, as an in-
dependent candidate three 
times, a Congress candidate 
once, and now as a BJP can-
didate. I have got the affec-
tion of all the communities,” 
he said.

Asked about the new chal-
lenge of the Aam Aadmi Par-

ty in the upcoming polls, in 
which the party is looking to 

make inroads into the state, 
Manek said that the Arvind 

Kejriwal-led party, which 
has promised a series of 
freebies in the state includ-
ing free electricity, a monthly 
allowance of Rs 1,000 for all 
women above 18, etc., would 
not work in the state as the 
people here believe in “earn-
ing their livelihood.” “There 
is always a challenge. Free-
bies do not work in Gujarat. 
Gujaratis believe in earning 
their livelihood, freebies 
would not work here,” he 
said.

“There is no fight in entire 
Gujarat. The reality on the 
ground is BJP will win the 
Khambhalia seat,” Manek 
added when enquired about 

AAP’s Chief Ministerial 
candidate Isudan Gadhvi 
who is contesting from the 
Khambhalia seat and is being 
seen as a strong force against 
the BJP. Talking about Con-
gress, which is also looking 
to return to power, cashing 
in on issues like unemploy-
ment and the recent Morbi 
tragedy, Manek said that 
the youth does not want the 
grand-old party as they “see 
their future” in the BJP. “The 
youth do not want Congress. 
BJP is working for the devel-
opment of the state, which is 
why they want us. They see 
their future in us,” he said. 
Manek said that Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi has al-
most finished the caste fac-
tor in the assembly elections, 
and the little left would be 
done away with after 2024. 
“Congress sowed the seeds of 
casteism when the country 
was divided on the basis of 
religion. But Prime Minister 
Modi has finished it. 

But the little casteism that 
is left will be finished after 
2024,” he said while talking 
about the caste factor in the 
voting in the Saurashtra re-
gion. The BJP MLA further 
gave a clean chit to the state 
government in regard to the 
Morbi bridge collapse inci-
dent that claimed the lives 

of over 130 people. “Morbi 
was an accident, and the 
government had no role in 
it,” he said.

In the 2012 Gujarat Legis-
lative Assembly elections, 
Pabubha Manek of the BJP 
defeated Ahir Kandoria Mu-
lubhai Ranmalbhai of the 
Indian National Congress 
by 5,616 votes. Manek got a 
total of 73,431 votes, while 
Ahir Markhi got 67,692 
votes. Nationalist Congress 
Party candidate Madam 
Ranmalbhai Lakhubhai 
came in third with 2,829 
votes. The top three parties 
got 48.2%, 44.5%, and 1.9%, 
respectively.
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Rs.2.88CR
PM Narendra Modi addresses a public rally for the upcoming 
Gujarat Assembly elections, at Bavla, in Ahmedabad on Thursday.
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TOP OF THE DAY

SUSPICIOUS 
PACKET IN J&K 
HAD CACHE OF 
ARMS
SAMBA: The officials 
on Thursday recovered 
a cache of arms and 
ammunition, cash, and 
detonators from the 
suspicious packet that 
was found in Samba in 
the morning hours on 
Thursday. "We called 
Bomb Disposal Squad 
at the spot. When the 
packet was opened, 
around Rs. 5 lakhs 
cash in Indian currency, 
2 Chinese pistols, 4 
magazines, around 
60 rounds of bullets, a 
detonator, and 2 IEDs 
were found. We have 
initiated further action," 
said Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (Samba), 
Abhishek Mahajan. The 
case was also linked 
to cross-border drone 
drops of arms and 
goods, according to the 
top cop.   

HISTORY SHEETER 
ARRESTED AFTER 
ENCOUNTER WITH 
NOIDA POLICE 
NOIDA: An encounter 
took place between 
the Noida Police and 
a history sheeter on 
Thursday morning, 
following which the 
latter was shot in the 
leg, an official said. 
The history-sheeter, 
identified as Jai Kishan 
alias Rohit, hailing from 
Bihar and currently 
living in Azad Nagar, 
Delhi, is an alleged 
mobile snatcher who 
has earlier been jailed 
under the Gangster 
Act and was recently 
released, the police 
said.  Following the 
encounter where the 
miscreant was shot in 
his leg, he was arrested 
and shifted to a hospital 
for treatment. 

ADANI 
TRANSMISSION 
LTD IS WATER 
POSITIVE
AHMEDABAD: Adani 
Transmission Limited 
(ATL) has been certified 
as ‘water positive’ by 
DNV Business As-
surance India Private 
Limited (DNV). During 
August – November 
2022, DNV conducted 
qualitative and quan-
titative assessment of 
water balance index 
at ATL’s substations 
and transmission line 
clusters located across 
India. The total water 
credits of 49,766.86 m3 
against the water debit 
of 46,894.38 m3 

TOP MINISTER, 
ULEMA FROM 
INDONESIA 
TO ATTEND 
CONFERENCE
NEW DELHI: On invita-
tion of National Secu-
rity Advisor Ajit Doval, 
top Indonesian minister 
Dr Mohammed Mahfud 
MD will be in Delhi next 
week. Dr Mohammed 
Mahfud is Coordinating 
Minister for Political, 
Legal and Security 
Affairs of Indonesia. He 
will be accompanied 
by a high-level delega-
tion of Ulema. On 28 
November, visiting 
Ulema from Indonesia 
will also be interact-
ing with their Indian 
counterparts. 

AIR QUALITY
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The overall air quality in the 
national capital remained in 
the 'moderate' category for 
the second consecutive day 
on Thursday morning, with 
an overall Air Quality Index 
(AQI) at 173, according to the 
System of Air Quality and 
Weather Forecasting And 
Research (SAFAR).

The overall air quality index 
on Wednesday was recorded 
at 193, while on Tuesday the 
city recorded an AQI of 286 
(Poor).

The air quality in Guru-
gram also remained in the 
'moderate' category as the 
city recorded an AQI of 152 
and Noida was at 262.

RELIEF FOR  
DELHIITES AS AQI 
SLIPS TO  
'MODERATE' AT 173

WHAT WE KNOW 
SO FAR

SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE

THE LOVE BIRDS
Shraddha and Aaftab 
met through dating app 
in 2019 

Both worked in a call 
centre in Malad in Mum-
bai together 

Love blossomed 

Shraddha’s family was 
against the relationship, 
wanted her to break up 
with Aaftab 

Shraddha decided to 
leave her parents 

The duo started living 
together in Naigaon in 
Mumbai; Later, they 
moved to Delhi

LOVE TURNS FATAL
In 2020, Shraddha filed 
police complaint in 
Maharashtra’s Palghar. 
She told police Aaftab will 
kill her and cut her into 
pieces 

Shraddha later withdrew 
the complaint, police 
closed the case  

Relationship 
remained choppy 
with frequent 
arguments, fights, 
physical torture 

Shraddha insisted 
on marriage, 
however, Aaftab 
refused to oblige

PROBE  
FINDINGS
On May 18, Aaftab murdered 
Shraddha 

Delhi Police arrested Aaftab 
on 11 November-after long 7 
months-following a complaint 
from Shraddha’s father  

Aaftab chopped of  
Shraddha’s body in 35 parts, 
before disposing them in the 
forest near Mehrauli. He took 
18 days to do so.

Aaftab bought a 300 litre refrig-
erator to store her body parts

He had thrown Shraddha's 
head and other remains in 
Maidangarhi water body

Aaftab confessed that he  
murdered Shraddha in “heat of 
the moment”

Aaftab underwent polygraph 
test; narco test to happen soon

Search across Delhi continues 
to find missing body parts of 
Shraddha and the murder 
weapon 

IN THE COURTS
DELHI HC DISMISSES 
PIL ALLEGING THEFT 
OF ENVIRONMENT 
COMPENSATION CHARGE 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday dismissed a Public Interest 
Litigation (PIL) alleging that officials of the 
municipal corporation along with the pre-
vious and present toll tax contractor of the 
South Delhi Municipal Corporation (now 
MCD) have cheated and committed theft of 
the government exchequer to the tune of 
over Rs 5,000 crore. The plea also sought 
direction to constitute a five-member com-
mittee to be headed by a retired judge of 
the court or the Supreme Court to find out 
the lapses and the irregularity committed 
by the Toll Tax contractor and the erring 
officials of the respondents regarding the 
theft of ECC amount and toll tax amount. 

HC ORDERS TO KEEP 
FURTHER PROCEEDINGS  
IN GOVERNOR'S 
MANHANDLING CASE IN 
ABEYANCE
NEW DELHI:  Kerala High Court on Thurs-
day ordered to keep in abeyance for two 
weeks, further proceedings on a complaint 
before the Kannur Judicial First Class 
Magistrate court regarding the alleged 
manhandling of Governor Arif Muhammad 
Khan in 2019. When the case came up for 
hearing, the court asked whether any case 
had been registered in connection with the 
incident. The state government submitted 
that no case was registered and there was 
no complaint received in this regard. This is 
while considering a petition seeking to set 
aside the order of the Judicial First Class 
Magistrate Court.

DELHI HC ISSUES NOTICE 
TO VIJAY NAIR, BOINPALLY 
ON CBI PLEA CHALLENGING 
THEIR BAIL 
NEW DELHI:  The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday issued notice to Aam Aadmi 
Party's Vijay Nair and Hyderabad-based 
businessman Abhishek Boinpally on a 
CBI plea challenging a trial court order 
granting them bail in Excise Policy case. 
The Bench of Justice Yogesh Khanna 
sought responses from Vijay Nair and 
Abhishek Boinpally and fixed the matter 
for 5 December. The court deferred the 
CBI interim application seeking a stay on 
order passed after noting that the accused 
are presently in Enforcement Directorate's 
custody. The CBI also apprised the court 
that the chargesheet in the matter will be 
filed before the concerned trial court. 

ARGUMENTS IN 
JACQUELINE FERNANDES 
CASE RELATED TO MONEY 
LAUNDERING DEFERRED 
NEW DELHI: A Delhi Court on Thursday 
deferred the arguments in a money 
laundering case allegedly involving actor 
Jacqueline Fernandez. She is on bail in 
the matter. The alleged conman Sukesh 
Chandra Shekar is also an accused 
in this case. Judge Malik on Thursday 
deferred the arguments on the charge 
till 12 December. Advocate Prashant 
Patil for Jacqueline submitted that he 
has not been supplied some documents 
in the matter. The court pulled him by 
saying, "What is this, earlier, the senior 
advocate had said all the documents 
have been supplied, but now you are 
saying those are not supplied." 

PLEA OF D.K. SHIVKUMAR 
CHALLENGING ECIR NOT 
MAINTAINABLE: ED
NEW DELHI: The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has filed an affidavit opposing the plea 
moved by Karnataka Congress leader DK 
Shivakumar against an Enforcement Case 
Information Report (ECIR) lodged against 
him. The ED has stated that the petition 
is premature and there is no violation of 
the fundamental right of the petitioner. 
This petition is not maintainable and liable 
to be dismissed, the affidavit submitted.  
ED made a statement in court not to take 
coercive steps till the next date of the 
hearing. Mere recording of ECIR by giving 
a file number does not make a person an 
accused, the ED's affidavit said. A division 
bench directed the petitioner Shivakumar 
to file a response  within one week. 

 PHASE-WISE CHANGES 

UTTARAKHAND TO MODERNISE 
MADRASSAS, IMPLEMENT 
DRESS CODE, NCERT BOOKS     

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment is planning to reju-
venate the madrassas, and 
various steps are being taken 
for their modernisation in 
the state, Waqf Board Chair-
man Shadab Shams said on 
Thursday.

Shams stated that the gov-
ernment will modernise the 
madrassas in stages, begin-
ning with seven such institu-
tions.

"There is a preparation to 
run madrassas along the 
lines of modern schools. In 
the first phase, 7 madrassas 
will be made modern, two in 
Dehradun, two in Udham 
Singh Nagar, two in Harid-

war, and one in Nainital," 
Shams said.

As part of the rejuvenation 
of the institution, the govern-
ment will also implement 
a dress code from the next 
session in all 103 madras-
sas under the purview of the 
Waqf Board in Uttarakhand.

"NCERT books will also be 
implemented in all madras-
sas," he said.

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment had earlier ordered the 
madrassas to get themselves 
registered with the education 
department of the state.

The move comes after Ut-
trakhand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami in 
September underlined the 
need for a survey of all ma-
drassas in the state.

TDG NETWORK
DEHRADUN

INVESTIGATION 

SC revokes Telangana 
HC's order allowing SIT 
probe in TRS case

The Supreme Court set 
aside the Telangana High 
Court order, which issued 
various directions to the 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) to proceed with the 
investigation in the alleged 
Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
(TRS) MLA poaching case 
and not report before any 
authority, be it political or 
executive.

A bench of Justices BR Ga-
vai and Vikram Nath said in 
its 21 November order, "The 
impugned judgment(s) and 
order(s) dated 15 November 
2022, passed by the Divi-
sion Bench is, therefore, 
quashed and set aside. 

The learned Single Judge 
is requested to consider 
the writ petition(s) filed by 
the present petitioner(s) on 
its own merits and in ac-
cordance with the law, as 
expeditiously as possible 
and preferably within four 
weeks from today."

The Telangana High Court 
on 15 November issued vari-
ous directions including 
that the SIT submit its first 
report in a sealed cover be-
fore the Single Judge of the 
High Court about the prog-
ress of the investigation.

The court was hearing a 
petition filed by three ac-
cused in the case, including 
Ramachandra Bharti, chal-
lenging the Telangana High 
Court order.
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SERVER DOWN

SOP ISSUED FOR MANUAL 
ADMISSION, DISCHARGE IN AIIMS 

With the server down for 
more than 24 hours now, the 
All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi, on 
Thursday issued a fresh set 
of standard operating pro-
cedures (SOP) which says 
admission, discharge, and 
transfer of patients will be 
done manually at the hospi-
tal until E-Hospital is back 
up.
"Latest SOPs that have to be 
followed in manual mode till 
E-Hospital is down. Admis-
sion, discharge, and transfer 
are to be done manually at 
AIIMS, New Delhi. Indent 
to be done manually," the 
hospital said.
It further said that the death 
or birth certificates are to be 

made manually on forms 
as per instruction from the 
working committee.
"Only urgent samples to be 
sent and that too with filled 
forms. Only urgent investi-
gations are to be sent with 
forms as per instruction 
from the working commit-
tee," it added.
Earlier on Wednesday, AI-
IMS reported a failure in its 
server. The server has been 
down since 7 a.m. today, and 
the officials have been manu-
ally managing the OPD and 
sample collection.
The AIIMS said that it is tak-
ing measures to restore the 
digital services and is seek-
ing support from the Indian 
Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT-In) and 
the National Informatics 
Centre (NIC). 
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Beanly, an early-stage con-
sumer brand in the coffee 
space and an early stage D2C 
startup known for innova-
tions in the coffee category, 
closed their seed investment 
from a clutch of angel inves-
tors who are marquee names 
in their fields.

Founded by Rahul Jain and 
Samayesh Khanna, Beanly 
has the vision of making qual-
ity coffee convenient while 
making sure it tastes fresh 

months after being ground 
and packed.

Beanly is on a mission to 
simplify coffee for the ev-
eryday consumer and, at the 
same time, make it fun for 
them. Beanly as a brand is 
known for its manufacturing 
prowess and is the first start-
up in the coffee space to intro-
duce nitrogen infused coffee to 
keep it fresh.

Made with the finest arabica 
beans sustainably grown in 
Karnataka, India, Beanly of-
fers a range of category-first 
products backed by science 

and is freshly roasted in New 
Delhi. The products are avail-
able on the brand’s website 
and in numerous other online 
marketplaces. The company 
plans to use the funds to grow 
its presence across online and 
offline channels.

"We’re excited to further our 
mission to make quality coffee 
a household staple. We have 
white labelled our products 
for several coffee players over 
the last 3 years and watched 
the freshly brewed category 
develop immensely," the 
founders said. "We now think 

the time is right to focus on 
our brand and build Beanly's 
presence online and offline."

Driven to become a major 
player in the segment, Rahul 

and Samayesh added, "As part 
of that mission, we’re commit-
ted to elevating the underval-
ued but significant coffee in-
dustry in India."

Investors in the seed round 
include many seasoned entre-
preneurs and serial entrepre-
neurs like media entrepreneur 
Dr Annurag Batra, Chairman 
at BW Businessworld and 
exchange4Media Group, 
Deep Bajaj and Mohit Bajaj, 
Founders at Sirona Hygiene, 
insurance veteran and start-
up investor Rohit Jain, Vikash 
Chowdhury, and Abhishek 

Ravi.
Dr Annurag Batra added, 

"Coffee consumption is grow-
ing in India at a rapid pace. 
Beanly is well positioned to 
accelerate and trailblaze that 
coffee culture". He further 
added, "I have known Sa-
mayesh and Rahul for a long 
time, and I have seen the speed 
at which they innovate."

"Both Samayesh and Rahul 
are incredible founders who 
love coffee like no one else we 
have ever met. Their passion 
and drive are infectious. The 
kind of innovations they have 

brought in the category and 
wish to bring in the future 
have the potential to disrupt 
this segment, and hence we 
decided to support them," 
added Deep Bajaj.

Beanly aims to be among 
the top three coffee brands 
in the country in the next 24 
to 36 months, is ramping up 
its manufacturing , opera-
tions, and retail presence in 
digital and all retail formats 
with this investment, and is 
likely to raise more capital in 
the first quarter of 2023 for its 
Uber scale up.

Beanly raises seed round from marquee investors
COFFEE BRAND 
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Rahul Jain and Samayesh 
Khanna
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HEALTH GIFT FOR PEOPLE COURSE BY PGIMER

AFTER ACUTE SHORTAGE

Haryana Chief Min-
ister Manohar Lal 
on Thursday said 

President Droupadi Mur-
mu will give health gift 
to the people of the state 
on 29 November with the 
launch of Mukhyamantri 
Swasthya Survekshan Yo-
jana in Kurukshetra town 
under which a health 
survey of more than 1.60 
crore Antyodaya families 
will be done.

“The data of health ser-
vices, being provided to 
1.8 crore people, is avail-
able under the e-treat-
ment scheme. Universal 
portal of e-Upchar will be 
developed to collect health 
data of all such people,” 
said the Chief Minister 

while presiding over the 
review meeting of Chi-
rayu Haryana Yojana and 
Mukhyamantri Swasthya 
Sarvekshan Yojana imple-
mented by the Health De-
partment.

The Chief Minister said 
the work of making the 
Chirayu Haryana Yojana 
cards should be done at 
a fast pace so that people 
can avail the scheme ben-
efits as soon as possible.

December 5, the distri-
bution of 10 lakh golden 
cards to be given under 
this scheme should be en-
sured at the village and 
ward level, said Khattar.

“Under the Chirayu Yo-
jana about 28 lakh Antyo-
daya families should be 
ensured the health ben-
efits at the earliest. No lax-

ity will be tolerated in this 
work. Under this scheme, 
health benefits of Rs 5 
lakh would be provided 
to each family. The gov-
ernment is committed to 
providing health benefits 
to these beneficiaries,” he 
said. The Chief Minister 
said for the convenience 
of the public, call centres 
should be set up at the vil-
lage level so that any que-
ries related to the scheme 
can be addressed easily.

He said that a third party 
administrator should be 
involved in the evaluation 
of the Chirayu from time 
to time and share the ac-
tual report with the gov-
ernment. The finalisation 
of the third party admin-
istrator should be done in 
the coming week.

PRESIDENT TO LAUNCH HEALTH 
SCHEME IN KURUKSHETRA

We teach how to handle critical 
situations: Dr Rajesh Gupta 

SEVERAL BABUS TRANSFERRED TO HARYANA AFTER 
GETTING MARRIED WITH STATE CADRE OFFICIALS 
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President Dr Sanjay Govil, Secretary Dr Chetan Kantharia, Chairman Scien-
tific Committee Dr Sujoy Pal and Treasurer Dr Nagesh Gowda were present 
representing IHPBA Indian Chapter.

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal during a review meeting of ‘Chirayu Haryana Yojana’ and ‘Chief Minister’s 
Health Survey Scheme’ on Thursday.

A five-day Hepato-Pancrea-
to-Biliary Surgery certificate 
course by PGIMER’s attract-
ed faculties across the na-
tion. This course is to make 
aspiring super specialist 
learn not only the emerging 
challenges in the field of Sur-
gical Gastroenterology but 
also to learn how to handle 
when crisis emerge before 
the doctor in terms of infra-
structure, patient attendant, 
workload etc, stated Surgical 
gastroenterology Head Dr 
Rajesh Gupta. 

Keeping up with the suc-
cess of earlier editions, the 
five-day HPB Surgery Certifi-
cate Course being organised 
by PGIMER’s Department 
of Surgical Gastroenterology 

from 22nd-26th November 
under the aegis of IHPBA (In-
ternational Hepato Pancreatic 
Biliary Association) Indian 
Chapter here at PGIMER is 
receiving huge appreciation  
from participants. 

Sharing about the intent 
behind organsing this course 
with media, Prof. Rajesh Gup-
ta, Head, Deptt. of Surgical 
Gastroenterology, PGIMER & 
Chairman, Organising Com-
mittee stated, “The course is 

meant for the training and 
teaching of the intricacies of 
the Hepatobillary and Pan-
creatic Surgery by the distin-
guished faculties of country.”

Gupta further detailed, 
“About 30 to 35 students 
who have already achieved 
super-specialist training in 
Surgical Gastroenterology 
have been selected based on 
their CV from across the 
country to participate in this 
distinguished course.

There is an acute shortage of 
Indian Administrative Ser-
vices (IAS) officers in Hary-
ana which continues to af-
fect the administrative work 
as well as the functioning of 
the state government. Hary-
ana Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal also had raised the issue 
with the centre regarding a 
severe shortage of IAS of-
ficers in the state by the end 
of the year. Amid what came 
to light is that several IAS of-
ficers from other states have 
been Haryana cadre after 
they were married to ias of-
ficers of Haryana cadre.

Renu Sogan, a 2019 batch 
IAS official of West Bengal 
cadre was transferred to 
Haryana recently. She was 
married to Hitesh Kumar 
Meena, an IAS of 2019 batch 
of Haryana cadre. Due to this, 
inter-cadre (from one state 
cadre to another state cadre) 
transfer has been made from 
West Bengal to Haryana . 
An order in this regard has 
been issued by the Depart-
ment of Personnel and Train-
ing (DOPT) of the Central 
Government on November 
21. Similarly in another case, 
Dr. Balpreet , an IAS of 2019 
batch of Kerala cadre has also 
been transferred to Haryana. 

In February 2022, he was 
inter-cadre transferred from 
Kerala cadre to Haryana cadre 
as he tied the knot with a 2017 
batch woman IAS Upasana of 
Haryana cadre.

Earlier in October, 2021, 
Shantanu Sharma, an IAS 
OF 2015 batch of Assam-
Meghalaya cadre was trans-
ferred to Haryana after 
getting married to C Jayas-
hardha, a woman IAS of 
2020 batch of Haryana cad-
re. Jayshardha is presently 
holding the charge of SDM 
of Narayangarh sub-division 
in Ambala district while 
Shantanu is posted as DC of 
Kurukshetra district. 

Presents

Today @ 6 pm
on

Justice Surya Kant
Chief Guest

Hon’ble Justice
Supreme Court of India

Co-powered by

28 LAKH FAMILIES TO GET BENEFITS
The Chief Minister said that under CHIRAYU Yojana, 
about 28 lakh Antyodaya families of the state should 
be ensured the health benefits at the earliest. No laxity 
will be tolerated in this work. Under this scheme health 
benefits of Rs 5 lakh would be provided to each family. 
The government is committed to providing health ben-
efits to these beneficiaries, he said. 

SET UP CALL CENTRES AT VILLAGE LEVEL
The Chief Minister said that for the convenience of the gen-
eral public, call centres should be set up at the village level 
so that any queries related to this scheme can be resolved 
easily. Registration for CHIRAYU Yojana and health cards 
are being made free of cost. No fee is being charged by 
the government for this, therefore the officers concerned 
should take immediate cognizance of such complaints and 
take strict action against people doing so, said Sh. Mano-
har Lal. Health infrastructure will be further strengthened 
in Haryana The chief minister  said that health infrastruc-
ture will be further strengthened in government medical 
centres across the State. All necessary formalities are 
being completed for this. Along with appointing doctors, 
laboratories, and specialists in civil hospitals, work should 
be done expeditiously towards providing ICU facilities, 
directed the Chief Minister. 

CHIRAYU SCHEME SHOULD BE 
EVALUATED SMOOTHLY 
The Chief Minister said that a Third Party Administra-
tor should be involved in the evaluation of the CHIRAYU 
from time to time and share the actual report with the 
government. The finalisation of this Third Party Ad-
ministrator should be done in the coming week. Chief 
Principal Secretary to Chief Minister, D.S Dhesi, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary Health Department, G Anupama, 
Principal Secretary to Chief Minister,  V. Umashankar, 
Secretary, Finance Department,  Wazeer Singh Goyat, 
Managing Director, Haryana Medical Services Corpora-
tion, Rajnarayan Kaushik, Director, Medical Education 
and Research, Dr. Aditya Dahiya and many senior of-
ficers attended the meeting.



IndIa, Iran dIscuss development 
of chabahar port

Karnataka to distribute 
employment letter to 
10,000 job seekers 

JaIshankar poInts to 3cs as 
challenges to food securIty 

bIlateral tIes youth boost future move 
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India and Iran discussed 
the development of the 
Chabahar Port and ex-

changed views on regional 
and international issues in-
cluding Afghanistan as both 
sides held delegation-level 
talks. 

Taking to Twitter, Ministry 
of External Affairs Spokes-
person Arindam Bagchi 
said, “India and Iran held 
Foreign Office Consulta-
tions today, led by Foreign 
Secretary Vinay Kwatra 

and Deputy FM Ali Bagheri 
Kani of Iran. Both sides dis-
cussed bilateral relations, 
including the development 
of Chabahar Port. Also 
discussed regional & inter-
national issues of mutual 
interest.” Foreign Secretary 
Vinay Mohan Kwatra led the 
Indian delegation while the 
Iranian delegation was led 
by Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Political Affairs Ali Ba-
gheri Kani, according to the 
statement released by MEA.

During the delegation-level 
talks, both sides discussed 
the entire gamut of bilateral 

relations including political, 
economic, cultural, and con-
sular engagement. The two 
sides reiterated their com-
mitment to continue coop-
eration for the development 
of the Shahid Beheshti ter-
minal of the Chabahar Port.

Both countries exchanged 
views on regional and in-
ternational issues including 
Afghanistan. The Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
briefed the Foreign Secretary 
on issues related to the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA), the statement 
reads. 

During the visit, Iran’s Ali 
Bagheri met External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar on 
Wednesday and discussed 
bilateral cooperation and 
the JCPOA. 

The Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action is also known 
as the 2015 Iran nuclear 
agreement.

India-Iran relations span 
millennia marked by mean-
ingful interactions. Since 
the diplomatic relationship 
has been established in 1950 
with the friendship treaty, 
the visits on the ministerial 
level have increased.

Dr. CN Ashwath Narayan, 
Minister for IT/BT said, ‘good 
governance month’ will be 
observed from 1 December, 
in the three departments. 
The departments are Higher 
Education, IT/BT and Skill 
Development & Livelihood.

Convening a meeting with 
the concerned officials on 
Thursday regarding this, 
the Minister stated, ‘good 
governance month’ will be 
observed in remembrance 
of former Prime Minister late 

AB Vajpayee.
He said a series of pro-

grammes will be conducted 
and chief minister will par-
ticipate in the valedictory 
event which will be held on 
25 December.

“Karnataka Examination 
Authority will be given a 
new look. A total of 10,000 
job seekers will be given em-
ployment letters through 
Skill Development Depart-
ment. The building which 
has been constructed on ac-
count of golden jubilee year 
of GTTC will be inaugurat-
ed,” he explained. 

Highlighting the three Cs-
-Climate change, Covid-19, 
and Conflict--which are 
impacting food security 
across the world, External 
Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar on Thursday said 
a concerted global push 
for millets is imperative 
to counter the challeng-
es, increase self-reliance 
and global availability. 
While addressing the High 
Commissioners/Ambas-
sadors based in Delhi dur-
ing the luncheon hosted 
jointly by the department 

of agriculture and farmers 
welfare and the ministry 
of external affairs as a pre-
launch celebration of the 
International Year of Mil-
lets (IYOM), Jaishankar 
said, “I see three challenges 
to food security- Covid, 
Conflict, Climate. Each one 
has impacted food security 
significantly.” Jaishankar 
also said, “Millets have in-
creasing relevance in the 
world today in the back-
drop of Covid, climate 
change, and conflicts.” 
Jaishankar stressed that 
millets are important for 
food security as well as in-
ternational relations.

contInued from page 1

‘What is the tearing hurry’, sc 
asks centre on ec appointment

Goel took voluntary retirement from his previ-
ous posting on November 18 and was ap-
pointed Election Commissioner on 19 No-
vember and took charge on 21 November.  
The top court questioned the Central government 

for appointing the 1985-batch IAS officer Goel in a single 
day. “According to your first page, this vacancy was since 
15 May. Can you show us that from May to November, what 
was it that weighed on the government that everything must 
be done superfast in November,” asked Justice Ajay Rastogi. 

Perusing the file, the top court asked how the Ministry of 
Law and Justice shortlisted four names for the appointment 
of Election Commissioner. “How out of a vast reservoir of 
names, the government actually select a name,” asked the 
bench. It observed that even among the four names, the 
Centre has selected names of people who will not get even 
six years as Election Commissioner. 

The Centre is required to pick up people who should get 
six years as Election Commissioner, said the top court. 
“Centre has not picked up such people who will get an or-
dinary period of six years as Election Commissioner either,” 
it said. 

Asking why the Centre restricted the name to these four 
people, the apex court said there are more senior bureau-
crats and how the Centre selected someone instead who 
will not get the six-year period at all. 

It also clarified that the Supreme Court is on the mecha-
nism of appointment of Election Commissioners and Chief 
Election Commissioners. Attorney General responded that 
there is a mechanism and criteria for selection and there 
cannot be a scenario where the government has to look 
back at every officer’s track record and ensure that he com-
pletes the six-year tenure.

battle of rajasthan: pilot slams 
gehlot for calling him ‘traitor’
the party,” said Congress leader Sachin Pilot while talking 
to news agency. 

Gehlot had called state Congress leader Sachin Pilot a 
“traitor” and said that he can never become the Chief Min-
ister of the state. 

Taking a dig at CM Gehlot’s statement, Pilot said that BJP 
was badly defeated in Rajasthan when he was the state 
party chief. “BJP was badly defeated in Rajasthan when I 
was the state party president. Still, the Congress president 
gave Gehlot another chance to become CM. Today the pri-
ority should be on how we can again win the Rajasthan 
election,” he said. 

Pilot called the accusations unjustified at a time when the 
party needs to stand together against the BJP and support 
Bharat Jodo Yatra to make it successful. 

“Rahul Gandhi is on Bharat Jodo Yatra and we all need to 
jointly make the yatra successful. The only party that can 
challenge BJP is Congress. We need to challenge BJP in all 
ruling states,” said Pilot. 

Earlier, Congress General Secretary in-charge Commu-
nications Jairam Ramesh also condemned CM Gehlot’s 
remark and said that the differences should be resolved in 
a manner that strengthens the Congress. 

“Ashok Gehlot is a senior and experienced political leader. 
Whatever differences he has expressed with his younger 
colleague Sachin Pilot will be resolved in a manner that 
strengthens the Congress,” said Congress General Secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh. 

pulwama attack architect asim 
munir pakistan’s new army chief
Munir as the Chief of the Army Staff using the constitu-
tional authority,” Pakistan Information Minister Marriyum 
Aurangzeb tweeted.  

On Wednesday, the Pakistan government confirmed that 
it had received the summary from the Ministry of Defence 
with a “panel of names” for the appointment of the new 
COAS. 

Lt Gen Munir will take over as Pakistan Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) from 61-year-old Bajwa, who is scheduled to 
retire on 29 November.

Munir was among those in Pakistan who oversaw the 
2019 Pulwama terror attack, according to Tilak Devasher, 
a member of the National Security Advisory Board (NSAB) 
and who retired as Special Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat. 
“It was under his (Lt Gen Munir’s) watch that the Pulwama 
attack took place and he was DG of the ISI in November and 
this happened in February 2019. 

He also served in the areas in the core that overlooks or 
deals with Kashmir in India. So, he is very familiar with 
this area” Devasher said. 

Tensions between India and Pakistan escalated following 
the suicide attack in which 40 CRPF personnel lost their 
lives when their convoy was attacked on the Jammu Sri-
nagar highway on 14 February 2019. 

On the impact of General Munir becoming the new army 
chief of Pakistan, Devasher said, “No army chief of Pakistan 
has been friendly towards India. So, Asim Munir is not go-
ing to break the mould. He will continue to have a hard-
line stance towards India.”  Devasher said, “If problems 
in Pakistan escalate and he has the experience. It’s quite 
likely, India should have to be prepared that he is going to 
be...and he has this thing on Pulwama. So, we need to be 
very careful on this particular score.”

constitution bench formed for 
polygamy, nikah-halala
The practice of nikah-halala requires a divorced woman to 
marry someone else, consummate the marriage and then 
get a divorce in order to again marry her first husband un-
der Muslim personal law. 

On the other hand, polygamy is the practice of having 
more than one wife or husband at the same time. 

Iaf set to place rs 1,400 cr order 
for new age missiles 
The next-generation anti-radiation missiles have already 
been tested by the Indian Air Force from its Sukhoi-30 
fighter aircraft fleet and can destroy enemy radar locations 
during conflicts, they said.  The destruction of radar sys-
tems can help the Indian Air Force to strike targets without 
detection, the officials said. 

The NGARM can be fired from IAF fighters like the Suk-
hoi-30 and the Mirage-2000. It is accurate and has been 
developed with the capability to even track a radar system 
even if it is not operating. 

NGARM is India’s first indigenously developed anti-ra-
diation missile that has a speed of Mach two or twice the 
speed of sound. 

The tactical, air-to-surface anti-radiation missile is 
equipped with a passive homing head that tracks sources 
of radiation of a wide range of frequencies. It can lock into 
a target not only before launch but also after it has been 
launched. The NGARM induction would be a big boost for 
the Indian Air Force as it would help the force prepare for 
future wars with indigenous weapon systems. 

Recently, Air Chief Marshal V.R. Chaudhari stated that 
based on lessons learnt from the Ukraine-Russia war, the 
Indian Air Force would be focusing on inducting ‘made in 
Indian weapons’. 

Jama masjid withdraws notice to 
ban entry of lone women
Sabiullah Khan said, “There has been a ruckus since the 
news of the ban on the entry of girls, but in the midst of this, 
LG VK Saxena spoke to the Shahi Imam and also asked to 
withdraw the decision. After this, the board has also been 
removed. However, the people coming to the mosque will 
have to maintain purity here.” 

Shahi Imam of Jama Masjid Syed Ahmed Bukhari told 
ANI, “LG sahib told us to remove the notice. We said we 
will remove it.” 

However, mentioning why he took such a decision, 
Bukhari further said, “There is no restriction on the girl 
who is coming to offer Namaz or to visit the Masjid. But 
when the girl is asked, ‘what are you waiting for? What are 
you doing?’ She says she is waiting for her friend. So should 
they be allowed to go to the mosque? We came across such 
a video in which the girl was holding a rose flower and she 
was talking to her friend. She came to express love.” 

“When complaints came to us, we had to impose this ban. 
Can we do this if we go to any other religious place? Should 
we allow the mosque to become an arena? A decision has to 
be taken as complaints are coming in,” he said. 

“Should the mosque become an arena? There is 
no restriction on girls coming to the mosque for 
namaz or for roaming around,” he further stated. 
“Women’s entry is not banned. When women come alone-
improper acts are done, and videos are shot, and the ban is to 
stop this. No restrictions on families/married couples. Mak-
ing religious places a meeting point is inapt,” said Jama Mas-
jid, Public Relation Officer Sabiullah Khan on the notice. 

The women’s panel said the ‘diktat’ was ‘gender-
biased’ and constitutes a ‘violation of constitution-
al rights’. The NCW further claimed that the move 
smacked of ‘misogyny’, adding that the Constitution 
does not provide for such ‘gender-based discrimination. 
The release further informed that NCW chairman Rekha 
Sharma has written to secretaries of the Union Ministry 
of Minority Affairs and the Department of Social Welfare, 
Delhi government and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal, seeking appropriate action in the matter.

aaftab undergoing psychological 
analysis test
Even after the remand is over narco test will be done in 
judicial custody too,” said Delhi Police sources. 

The accused is currently in police custody. Delhi Court on 
Tuesday extended the police custody of Aaftab Poonawala 
to four more days.

Aaftab is accused of strangling Shraddha, his live-
in partner, to death and chopping her body into 
35 pieces. He is also alleged to have preserved the 
chopped body parts in a refrigerator before dump-
ing them in the forests of south Delhi’s Chhatarpur. 
Earlier on 23 November, Aaftab went through court-sanc-
tioned polygraph tests to take the probe forward. 

“Pre-med sessions and scientific sessions for Aftab’s poly-
graph test leading up to the polygraph test are underway,” 
FSL officials had said on Tuesday.

the case is not about ‘love jihad’: 
owaisi
of exploitation and abuse against a woman and that is how 
it should be viewed and condemned,” Owaisi said. 

Recalling the Azamgarh incident where a man murdered 
his wife and kept her in a suitcase, the AIMIM chief said 
that such incidents are saddening, should not be politicised 
and given a Hindu-Muslim angle. 

Owaisi took a dig at Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma for giving the incident a religious angle while cam-
paigning in Delhi. 

Earlier on November 20, CM Sarma said that India needs 
a Uniform Civil Code and a law against ‘love jihad’. 

‘she could have been saved’, 
fadnavis on shraddha’s 2020 letter
Shhradha Walkar in the year 2020, had made a complaint 
at the Tulinj Police Station in Maharashtra’s Palghar, in 
which she stated that Aaftab Poonawala, had beaten her 
and threatened to kill her. 

“I saw the letter (Shraddha’s complaint to Police in 2020) 
and it has very serious allegations. We will have to investi-
gate why was no action taken. I don’t want to accuse anyone 
of anything but if action is not taken on such a letter, such 
incidents happen,” said Fadnavis. 

“It will be investigated. Maybe she could have been saved 
had action been taken,” he added. 

However, the Maharashtra Police said that based on a 
complaint by Shraddha Walkar in 2020, they had begun 

an investigation but the case was closed after she gave a 
written statement to withdraw the case. 

DCP of Mira Bhayandar-Vasai Virar (MBVV) Com-
missionerate, Suhas Bavache said that Shraddha in 
her written statement had stated that “the dispute be-
tween herself and Aaftab Poonawala was resolved.” 
“Whatever necessary action had to be taken in that mat-
ter was done by police at that time. The application that 
was given by the complainant was also investigated. After 
the investigation, the complainant herself gave a written 
statement that there is no dispute. Her friend’s parents 
also cajoled her to resolve the dispute. She gave the written 
statement and after that the case was closed,” said Bawche. 

In the complaint letter, Shraddha said that she “did not 
have the guts to go to the police” because Aaftab had threat-
ened to kill her. However, she added that Aaftab tried to 
kill her on the day she was writing the letter, and he also 
threatened to cut her into pieces and throw her away.

Witch hunt on despite 135 cases 
of 167 closed against my mlas: 
kejriwal 

rebuked them. All these cases are fictitious,” CM Kejriwal 
said. Like a boy and girl who are in love say they are just 
friends, BJP and Congress also having meets at 12 am in the 
night. They secretly meet. I want to tell them that the whole 
world knows about it and you two should get married. 

He added, “Congress say that if BJP comes to power in 
Gujarat, we will debate on it but if AAP comes in power we 
won’t. Both of them they say that Kejriwal is like an obstacle 
between us.”When asked about the tussle between BJP and 
Congress in Gujarat, Kejriwal said, “It is war of love between 
them. Congress said they will not fight in Gujarat, so PM 
said no they are fighting.”

When asked about Gujarat polls, Kejriwal said, “We will 
make government in Gujarat this time. I was talking to 
someone in Gujarat. PM just completed his rally in Guja-
rat then and announced 30000 crore package for Gujarat.  
When I asked him about it, he said that what about the 
common people. All the money will go to the contractors 
and ministers. Common citizens don’t get anything. People 
don’t have the basic necessities. Then he said to me that 
you will at least give profit worth of 30000 rupees to every 
Gujarati family.” He added, “I will make electricity free in 
the state that will lead to 3000-4000 worth of savings for 
a household. We will provide free education for all. We will 
provide free medical care to all the families. We will give 
Rs 1000 to every woman every month. We will provide 
employment to thw unemployed and also provide unem-
ployment allowance of Rs 30000.

MP Kartikeya Sharma being greeted by supporters on Thursday. 

communities which do not have unity lag behind: mp kartikeya sharma
in the ceremony as the 
chief guest and MPs, 
ministers and MLAs of 

Brahmin community will also par-
ticipate.” He appealed to participate 
enthusiastically in the state-level 
Mahakumbh.

Kartikeya Sharma said: “There 
is enthusiasm among the Brahmin 
community as well as people of 
every section regarding the Lord 
Parshuram Mahakumbh. People 
from 36 fraternities will come to the 
Mahakumbh. This state-level Ma-
hakumbh will create history and 
people from 36 fraternities from ev-
ery corner of the state will attend the 
programme. The Brahmin society 
should participate in a big way so 
that the community’s demands are 
accepted.” 

Kartikeya Sharma said that he is 
travelling in the state and holding 
meetings to make it a great success. 
He invited all for the programme. 
“God belongs to all classes, so all 
classes are being invited in this 
programme. Lord Parshuram ji is 
worshipable by entire society whole 
community. 

Striking an emotional chord with 
the common people here, the MP 
said, “I have come to you like a fam-
ily member, not as a leader. Treat me 
like your son. The work that my fa-
ther Venod Sharma has done for the 
society and people of Haryana, I will 
continue to take that forward.” 

Kartikeya Sharma said, “My father 

former Union Minister Venod Shar-
ma always fought for the society and 
peoples’ rights. Whether it is a mat-
ter of getting our share in EBPG or 
whether it is a matter of ending the 
interview system….when it comes 
to the benefit of the society, my fa-
ther remained on the forefront. My 
father fought for transparency and 
youth.” 

“I am trying to follow the path 
shown by my father. I am well-
aware of the problems of the youth 
and the society,” the MP said, assur-
ing that he would continue to raise 
voice of the society.  “I have joined 
politics with the same thinking of 
my father.”

The MP said, “With the help of 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khat-

tar, I became a Rajya Sabha MP. The 
people of the society supported me.” 

On this occasion, Siyaram Shastri, 
head of Brahmin Sabha, Dr. Kash-
miri Lal Sharma, Ramniwas Pat-
wari, head of Bhagwan Parshuram 
Seva Samiti, Dharambir Pindara, 
Ramniwas Patwari, K Rajendra 
Paulist, Satbir Bhagkheda, Pandit 
Bhaiyaram Sharma, Ramjuari Shar-
ma, Siyaram, of village Muana Sar-
panch Dr. Shyam Sharma, Kuldeep 
Kaushik, Deepak Sharma Bhuray-
an, Balkishan Parashar, Rajesh 
Kaushik, Pandit Sompal Ritouli, 
former Sarpanch of Ritouli Rohtash, 
Jagdish, Radheshyam Vashishtha, 
Rammehar Shastri, Rambhagat 
Sharma and many other dignitaries 
were present.
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TOP OF THE DAY

2 DEAD DUE TO 
DIARRHEA IN 
BHILAI
BHILAI: Two people 
were declared dead 
while 42 others were 
hospitalized suffering 
from Diarrhoea after 
allegedly consuming 
dirty water, officials said. 
The incident pertains 
to Bhilai Municipal 
Corporation in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Durg district. 
The deceased were 
identified as Madhvi (11), 
a resident of Khurisipar 
and Kush Daharia (27), 
a resident of J P Nagar. 
Upon getting the infor-
mation about people 
sustaining diarrhea on 
Wednesday, Municipal 
Corporation Commis-
sioner along with the 
collector and others 
rushed to the spot.

MAN ARRESTED 
FOR MOLESTING 
TEENAGER AT 
KNIFEPOINT
ITANAGAR: A 35-year-
old man has been 
arrested on the charge 
of attempting to sexually 
assault a teenager in 
Arunachal Pradesh’s 
capital Itanagar at knife-
point, the police said on 
Thursday. The accused 
allegedly tried to molest 
the 16-year-old girl 
near Sangey Laden area 
on Tuesday. The girl’s 
uncle on Wednesday 
caught the accused with 
the public’s help and 
handed him over to the 
police. As per the infor-
mation provided by the 
police, an unknown man 
stopped the victim near 
Sangey Laden area on 
November 22 at around 
1:30 pm and brandished 
a knife. The man was 
drunk and dragged her 
when she did not coop-
erate, the police added.

30 INJURED IN 
EXPLOSION DURING 
FIREWORKS 
COMPETITION
KENDRAPARA: Over 
30 people were injured 
in explosions that took 
place during a fire-
works competition in 
Odisha’s Kendrapara on 
Wednesday. The incident 
occurred at Balia Bazaar 
within Sadar police 
station in Kendrapara. 
The injured were rushed 
to the district hospital. 
Kendrapada District 
Magistrate Amrut 
Rituraja said, “Over 30 
people were injured in 
explosions that took 
place while a fireworks 
competition was under-
way during an immer-
sion procession at Balia 
Bazaar.”

GADKARI 
APPROVES 
RS 573.13 CR 
PROJECTS 
NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister for Road Transport 
and Highways Nitin Gad-
kari on Thursday said the 
widening of existing two-
lane road to two-lane 
with paved shoulders for 
Hyderabad-Bhupalapat-
nam section of NH-163 
in Mulugu district, Telan-
gana, has been approved 
at the total cost of Rs 
136.22 crore. In a series 
of posts, Union Minister 
for Road Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gad-
kari tweeted about the 
widening of the NH-163 
on the Hyderabad-Bhu-
palapatnam stretch.

ROW OVER LIQUOR BILL

Jharkhand Governor Ra-
mesh Bais has returned 
a Jharkhand Excise 

(Amendment) Bill, 2022, 
passed by the Hemant Soren 
government in the state as-
sembly earlier this year with 
a slew of suggestions and 
directions to make changes 
accordingly.

As per the Raj Bhavan, 
there are eight points to 
which the governor has ob-
jected and asked the state 
government to reconsider. 
In its recommendations, the 
Governor has also raised 
concern over the dwindling 
excise revenue in the state in 
the first two quarters of the 
current financial year after 
the introduction of the new 
excise policy.

The Governor has also 

questioned the provision 
making only the retail liquor 
shop staff accountable for 
any violation of the Act and 
said the responsibility of the 
agency (running the shop) 
and officers of JBCL should 
also be fixed.

“It seems the provision has 
been included to shield the 
officers of the corporation 
and the agency concerned,” 
said the official release from 

Raj Bhawan.
Jharkhand BJP president 

and Rajya Sabha MP Deepak 
Prakash also welcomed the 
decision of the Jharkhand 
Governor to return the Ex-
cise Amendment Bill and 
asked the Hemant Soren-led 
government to immediately 
withdraw the Bill in the in-
terest of 3.5 crore people of 
the state.

Speaking to the press, he 
said that the Jharkhand Ex-

cise Amendment Bill was in 
the interest of the liquor ven-
dors and killing the revenue 
of the state and that is why 
the state BJP was continu-
ously opposing the Bill from 
street to State Assembly. 
“Governor has taken a wel-
come and a bold step in re-
turning the Excise Amend-
ment Bill. BJP believes that 
this bill, gives protection to 
the corrupt people” Prakash 
told the press.

BJP Rajya Sabha MP Deep-
ak Prakash slammed the 
Jharkhand government for 
passing Excise Amendment 
Bill and sent the same for the 
approval of the Governor.

“It is a matter of great mis-
fortune that this Bill has 
harmed the state and such 
things were included in the 
Bill and ultimately, it is go-
ing to harm people living in 
Jharkhand and also those 
associated with the liquor 
industry, trade, and employ-
ment. Because of this Bill, 
the State is incurring a huge 
revenue loss and that is why, 
the State government should 
withdraw it,” he added.

Hemant Soren’s govern-
ment implemented a new ex-
cise policy and took control 
of the liquor wholesale and 
retail businesses earlier this 
year, despite protests from 
private license holders.

JHARKHAND GOVERNOR RETURNS 
EXCISE AMENDMENT BILL TO GOVT
TDG NETWORK
RANCHI         

Governor Ramesh Bais.

 JOURNALIST THREAT CASE

Jammu and Kashmir Police 
on Thursday morning con-
ducted searches in multiple 
locations in various places 
in three districts in the 
Union Territory as part of 
its investigation into a case 
registered with the State 
Investigative Agency in 
connection with the “online 
journalist threat” case.

Thursday’s searches are 
subsequent to the leads re-
ceived from searches done 
a few days ago in the same 
case, Srinagar Police said. 
The searches are being con-
ducted in Srinagar, Badgam, 
and Pulwama districts.

“Searches are going on in 
multiple locations in Sri-
nagar, Badgam, and Pulwa-
ma districts in connection 
with the “online journalist 
threat” case. This is subse-
quent to the leads received 

from searches done a few 
days ago in same case,” Sri-
nagar Police tweeted.

Earlier on November 19, 
in the wake of a threat to 
Kashmir-based journalists 
by a proscribed terror outfit, 
Srinagar Police conducted 
simultaneous searches at 
various locations.

The police team, com-
prised of four to five mem-
bers, launched simulta-
neous searches at twelve 
locations across the valley. 

According to the police, 
a First Information Report 
(FIR) under relevant sec-
tions of law was registered 
in Sherghari police station 
against terror handlers, ac-
tive terrorists, and terrorist 
associates of Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and its offshoot, 
The Resistance Front (TRF), 
for online publication and 
dissemination of direct 
threat letters to journalists 
and reporters of Kashmir.

Cops conduct searches 
across multiple 
locations in J&K
TDG NETWORK
SRINAGAR   

UNDER THE RADAR

Calling out the raid of the 
Income Tax Department, 
the Minister of Labour 
and Employment in the 
Telangana government, 
Malla Reddy, alleged on 
Thursday that the case 
against him by the Income 
Tax Officer is an act of re-
venge.

Speaking to the press, 
the Telagana minister as-
serted, “I didn’t tear any 
documents or snatch any 
laptop.” According to po-
lice officials, a case has 
been registered against 
the Minister at the Bowen-
pally police station under 
sections 353 and 506 of 
the Indian Penal Code 
(IPC) for allegedly harass-
ing an Income Tax (IT) Of-
ficer on Duty.

As per the minister’s 
statement, the IT De-
partment allegedly took 
his son’s signature on a 
document that mentions 
that “100 crore of black 

money” was found in his 
possession.

About the incident that 
happened, where the IT 
department officials were 
getting some official pa-
pers signed by the minis-
ter’s elder son Mahender 
Reddy, the minister clari-
fied, “My elder son is in 
hospital, I told them not 
to take his signs and get 
them from my younger 
son, Bhadra Reddy in-
stead. I suddenly came to 
know he is being made to 
sign”.

The minister further 
que stioned, “I rushed to 
the hospital, but they had 
left. What was the hurry?”

Addressing the case 
registered against him 
wherein Income Tax 
Officer Ratnakar com-
plained that the Minister 
had forcefully snatched a 
laptop, mobile phone, and 
evidence in Hyderabad, 
Minister Malla Reddy 
stated, “I treated officers 
with much respect. He left 
the laptop at my house. I 

returned it to the police 
station. What wrong have 
I done?”

About the IT raids con-
ducted on him, the Min-
ister asserted, “Not the 
first time that IT raids 
have been conducted on 
me. They’re doing their 
work and we’re showing 
our work. But I never saw 
such a large-scale raid. 
Am I a smuggler? Am I 
involved in hawala busi-
ness? Do I run a casino?”

“I run educational in-
stitutions,” the Minister 
further clarified.

Notably, the IT Depart-
ment has raided 65 loca-
tions related to the min-
isters and has conducted 
raids on the family mem-
bers of the minister as 
well as the educational 
institution owned by the 
Telangana minister and 
his staff, as the minister 
informed in his statement.

Alleging the Central gov-
ernment of revenge, the 
minister said, “The reason 
(behind the IT raid) is that 

I am a TRS minister. Ev-
eryone is being targeted. 
If you have to conduct a 
raid, there are 19 BJP-
ruled states, do it there. 
CM KCR is doing good 
work, why do you have to 
do it here? Are we doing 
bad work here?”

The minister further al-
leged that the central gov-
ernment has been unable 
to provide electricity, pen-
sions, and water. “Keep-
ing up with the Telangana 
model, the Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (formerly known 
as the Telangana Rash-
tra Samithi) will make its 
presence felt in the 2024 
Lok Sabha elections. 
These raids are being 
conducted to exert pres-
sure on us”, alleged the 
Telangana Minister.

Notably, in connection 
with the matter, Bhadra 
Reddy, the son of Malla 
Reddy, has also regis-
tered a case against the IT 
officer at the Bowenpally 
police station, the police 
officials informed.

I didn’t snatch any laptop: Telangana 
minister on IT raids and case against him
TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

TDG NETWORK
PUNE

LIQUOR POLICY EXPLAINED
Liquor is sold in the Jharkhand through shops run by agencies 
selected by the Jharkhand State Beverage Corporation Limited. It 
is these agencies whose accountability has been fixed in case of 
any wrongdoing or any illegal acts, but the officials of the Corpo-
ration or the Excise Department have been left out of it.
Amended Bill has provision that persons found in possession of 
20 litres of alcohol can be let go on a personal bond as decided by 
the officer.
New provision has been added in Section-52, in which provision 
has been made to pay compensation along with punishment.
The amended Bill had also painted a picture of increased revenue.

Known to be the site of the 
conversation between Yaksha 
and Yudhishthir in the Ma-
habharata, the water of Lilaur 
Lake in Bareilley’s Aonla teh-
sil is getting poisonous for mi-
grant birds.

It has been observed that for 
the last so many years, the mi-
grant birds have largely stopped 
coming to Lilaur Lake. When 
research was conducted by the 
Zoology department of Bareilly 
College regarding the fall in the 
arrival of migrant birds, several 
disturbing revelations came 
to light. The presence of heavy 
metals in the lake water was 

found to be the main reason 
behind the fall in the number of 
migratory birds. As per experts, 
the presence of heavy metals 
above the prescribed limit in 
water is hazardous to the flora 
and fauna of a particular area. 
Migrant birds are also coming 
here in fewer numbers because 
of a lack of facilities for hatching 
and food. The historic lake also 
faces an existential crisis due to 
a lack of water.

Professor of Zoology Ra-
jendra Singh conducted a 
study on five other lakes 
in the state and found that 
the presence of lead, cobalt,  
mercury, manganese, mo-
lybdenum, and cadmium  
is killing birds.

ENVIRONMENT

LILAUR LAKE GETS POISONOUS, 
MIGRANT BIRD NUMBERS FALL

AQUACULTURE CRISIS

The aquaculture industry is 
in deep crisis now in Andhra 
Pradesh due to the policies 
of the state government, said 
the former chief minister and 
TDP national president, Nara 
Chandrababu Naidu, here on 
Thursday.

Chandrababu Naidu stated 
as the chief guest for the state-
wide seminar on “Idemi Khar-
ma Aqua rytanganiki” (What 
is this ill-fate for aquaculture) 
that the state government’s pol-
icies should always be in favour 
of the farming sector, but this 
government is only trying to 
have an upper hand on all sec-
tors. Those who ruled the state 
earlier had always worked for 
the betterment of all systems, 
but due to the wicked poli-
cies of this government, aqua 
farmers are suffering a lot now, 
Chandrababu observed. 

The TDP national president 
insisted that Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, the Chief Minister, al-
ways considered his share of 
the decision and worked only 
to make money.

NAIDU SLAMS 
ANDHRA GOVT 
FOR POLICIES
MADHU SHARMA
ANDHRA PRADESH

TRADITIONS

More than 2.5 lakh pilgrims 
have visited Lord Ayappa 
Temple at Sabrimala in Ker-
ala’s Pathanamthitta district 
in the first six days of the 
ongoing pilgrimage season, 
said Kerala Devaswom De-
partment Minister K Rad-
hakrishnan on Wednesday.

“2,61,874 pilgrims have vis-
ited Sabarimala in the first 
six days of this pilgrim sea-
son. There are indications 
that the number of devotees 
will increase in the coming 
days,” said the minister. The 
portals of the Lord Ayappa 
Temple at Sabrimala opened 
on 17 November for devotees 
for the annual Mandalam-
Makaravilakku festivals, 
marking the beginning of 
the two-month-long annual 
pilgrimage season.

The minister further said 
that 47,947 people had come 
for darshan on 17 November, 
the first day of the season.

The minister also men-
tioned that more devotees 
are expected to arrive in the 

coming days.
“The extended darshan 

schedule has made it more 
convenient for the devotees. 
Temple will be open at 3 am 
instead of 5 am and it will be 
opened in the afternoon at 3 
p.m. This has also reduced 
the waiting time of the devo-
tees,” he said.

Radhakrishnan said that 

the Kerala State Road Trans-
port Corporation (KSRTC) 
has so far operated 6,693 
services on the Nilakkal-
Pampa route and return.

The Chief priest (Melsan-
thi) opened the sanctum 
sanctorum in the presence 
of the thantri of the temple 
and lit the lamp at the hill 
shrine on 17 November.

The 41-day Mandala sea-
son began on 17 November 
with the start of the month 
of Vrishchikam of the Ma-
layalam calendar and will 
end on 27 December.

Live booking facilities have 
been set up for the devotees, 
who could not book their 
darshan slots via online 
mode.

K. Jayaraman Namboothiri 
took charge as Sabarimala’s 
chief priest, and Hariharan 
Namboothiri took over 
charge as chief priest of the 
Malikappuram temple.

According to K. Rajan, 
the revenue minister, the 
authorities expect at least 
40 lakh devotees to visit the 
shrine this year. According 
to current virtual queue 
registrations, approximate-
ly 50,000 devotees are ex-
pected.

Last year, entry was al-
lowed only through online 
registration following the 
Covid-19 protocols.

The Travancore Devas-
wom Board (TDB), the 
apex temple body, manages 
the functioning of the hill 
shrine.

The Sabarimala Sree Dhar-
ma Sastha Temple, dedicat-
ed to Lord Ayyappa, is the 
most famous and promi-
nent among all the Sastha 
temples in Kerala. The tem-
ple is situated on a hilltop 
(about 3000 feet above sea 
level) and is open to people 
belonging to all religions.

Over 2.5 lakh pilgrims visit Sabarimala 
in first six days of pilgrimage season
TDG NETWORK
SABARIMALA 

AMAR NAIK GANG

Twenty-three years after he 
absconded while on bail, an 
alleged gang member of the 
Amar Naik gang was arrested 
in Pune, Mumbai Police said.

According to police, 50-year-
old Ravindra Maruti Dhole, 
who was wanted in several 
cases, including a 1999 dacoity 
case, was arrested on Wednes-
day. In the year 1999, Dhole was 
arrested in connection with a 
case of dacoity, for which he was 
later released on bail. However, 
the accused failed to appear in 
court for the hearing, follow-
ing which he was declared a 
wanted person. The court in 
the year 2021 asked the local 
police to produce him before it.

When the police went to his 
residence in search of Dhole, 
they found he had sold his 
house and left the place.

Recently, police received in-
put that he had been living in 
Junnar, near Pune, for the last 
23 years under a fake identity.

The police team laid a trap and 
apprehended him on Wednes-
day.

23 YEARS AFTER 
JUMPING BAIL, 
GANGSTER 
ARRESTED

DISEASE

After measles immunization 
dropped significantly and with 
millions of children missing 
vaccination, the cases of mea-
sles in Mumbai, the financial 
capital of the country, are see-
ing a hike, as the total number 
on Wednesday stood at 233.

In Mumbai, according to 
the Mumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC), as many as 
12 deaths have been reported 
this year, with an 8-month-old 
succumbing to the disease on 
Wednesday, the latest tragic 
news on this front. The statis-
tics for 2020 showed 25 cases, 
while 9 cases were reported in 
2021.

Amid the hike in measles 
cases in the city, BMC also ap-
pealed to the general public to 
get their children vaccinated.

“In light of the measles out-
break in Mumbai,” an official 
statement said, “all citizens 
are urged to vaccinate their 
children between the ages of 
9 months and 5 years with a 
measles-containing vaccine.”

Earlier, three high-level, 
multi-disciplinary, three-
member teams were deputed .

BMC APPEALS FOR 
VACCINATION AMID 
HIKE IN MEASLES 
CASES IN MUMBAI
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

TDG NETWORK
BAREILLEY



Congress, the grand 
old party, should have 
planned a “Party Jodo” 

yatra instead of a Bharat Jodo 
Yatra. This misstep is just one 
among many taken by the 
party. Congress has a new 
president, a party veteran 
Mallikarjun Kharge. Rahul 
Gandhi embarked on his 
3,570 km Bharat Jodo Yatra 
just before the election of 
the party president, expos-
ing the party’s myopic vi-
sion. Kharge’s election was 
meant to infuse life into the 
party, while Rahul Gandhi’s 
yatra is also meant to do the 
same–enthuse party cadre. 
The misalignment is stark 
and is threatening to expose 
yet again, the Congress’ lack 
of planning and foresight. In 
the recent past, the party’s fis-

sures, factions and fractured 
party structure have come to 
the fore—for everyone to see.

Shashi Tharoor’s alleged 
desire to become the chief 
minister of Kerala after being 
denied the “star campaigner 
status” for Gujarat elections, 
growing rift between Sachin 
Pilot and Ashok Gehlot, Ajay 
Maken’s resignation drama 
are perhaps just drops in 
the ocean of issues that Con-
gress is currently facing. 
Party members’ frustration 
is palpably high. And it is ob-
vious that Splits and Splinter 
groups are growing.

“It’s pure affection. Even 
if they kick, Is that suf-
ficient reason to feel sick? 
No, though they thrash and 
cudgel, kick and beat, Cling 
like the devil to their sacred 
feet!”—the above excerpt is 
from a poem written by a 
Congress leader targeting the 
British. It may well be under-
stood as something written 
by a disgruntled leader of 
today’s Congress.

SplitS & SplinterS
To the contemporary In-
dian, the greatest fissure in 
Congress appeared as G-23. 
Many seniors from the group 

Ghulab Nabi Azad, Anand 
Sharma and Kapil Sibal left 
the party, leaving it weak and 
vulnerable. But how many 
actually know the legacy of 
the Congress party–where 
splits were common, spirited 
fights were plenty and angry 
exits were all too frequent? It 
would be interesting to high-
light who left and why; who 
fought yet stayed; who played 
the rebel and who was mod-
erate; who was rewarded yet 
disempowered. The story of 
turbulent Congress started 
in 1907, but tracing those 
events backwards–more re-
cent to earlier, will keep the 
flow smooth and meaningful. 
Not all incidents are worthy 
of a mention though.

The much in news and 
much talked about G-23 is 
perhaps the most high profile 
Congress member group that 
showed signs of disenchant-
ment and frustration publicly. 
A group of 23 party members, 
also members of Parliament, 
sent a letter in 2020 asking 
for stronger leadership. It 
meant that they were not 
particularly happy with the 
Gandhi family leadership.

Some of us recall an angry 
Sharad Pawar opting out of 
Congress in 1997 unable to 
accept Sonia Gandhi as INC 
party president. Some of the 
senior leaders of the party—
P.A. Sangma and Tariq An-
war—had also publicly op-
posed her appointment as 
the Congress chief over her 
foreign origin. In June 1999, 
the three former Congress 
leaders founded the Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP) 

with Pawar as its president. 
We know that this national 
party is still around and do-
ing fine.

Pranab Mukherjee one 
of Gandhis’ most trusted 
lieutenants, a statesman of 
great calibre was sidelined 
by the party. Mukherjee had 
viewed himself as the rightful 
successor to Indira following 
her assassination in 1984. He 
lost out to Rajiv Gandhi in 
the ensuing power struggle. 
Pranab Mukherjee formed 
his own party, the Rashtriya 
Samajwadi Congress, which 
of course was merged with 
Congress in 1989 after a truce 
with Rajiv Gandhi.

indira Gandhi 
expelled
The month of November 
holds a special significance 
in the history of India. It was 
on 12 November, the day in 
1969 when the most unex-
pected incident took place. 
One of India’s most power-
ful Prime Ministers, Indira 
Gandhi, was expelled from 
her own party on charges of 

violating the party discipline!
The then Congress party 

president, S. Nijalingappa, 
one of the foremost leaders 
of the “Syndicate”–a group 
within the Congress party 
expelled Prime Minister In-
dira Gandhi from the party 
for “fostering a Personality 
Cult”. The friction between 
the “Syndicate” and Indira 
Gandhi started after the de-
mise of India’s first Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
in 1964. Nehru’s mistake 
was not to have a succession 
plan. Who after him? He left 
no credible deputy to take 
over the reins after him. A 
group of powerful non-Hindi 
speaking leaders who called 
themselves the “Syndicate” 
started wielding influence 
on the Congress after Nehru’s 
demise.

The “Syndicate” was cred-
ited for electing Lal Bahadur 
Shastri as the Prime Minister 
for the first time after Nehru’s 
death. Most of the members 
of this “Syndicate” were from 
the South, led by K. Kamaraj. 
Indira was known to have 

locked horns with this group 
of rebels.

Indira Gandhi as PM could 
not tolerate the repeated in-
terference of the “Syndicate” 
in the smooth functioning of 
the party and her duties as 
the head of state. The “Syn-
dicate”, on the other hand, 
could not quite come to terms 
with the fact that the “gungi 
gudiya” (dumb doll)—their 
insulting reference for In-
dira—had started opposing 
them.

Then on 12 November 1969, 
the Congress Working Com-
mittee met at two places—one 
at the PM’s residence and the 
other at the Congress’ office. 
At the meeting that was held 
at the Jantar Mantar office, 
Nijalingappa expelled In-
dira Gandhi from the party 
on disciplinary grounds. This 
expulsion led to the split in 
the Congress party, with 
446 of the 705 Congress 
members walking over to 
Indira’s side. The group led 
by Indira Gandhi was known 
as Congress(R) and also re-
ferred to as “Indicate”, while 
the one led by the “Syndicate” 
leaders came to be known as 
Congress (O) or “Syndicate”.

The coronation of Mal-
likarjun Kharge as the party 
president will draw the at-
tention of many to the coro-
nation of Subhas Chandra 
Bose as Congress president 
in 1939—though both events 
are distinct and in no way are 
comparable.
Karuna Gopal Vartakavi is Pres-
ident, Foundation for Futuristic 
Cities, BJP National Incharge, 
Women Policies & Research.

Congress should have 
begun a ‘party jodo’ yatra
In the recent past, the party’s fissures, factions and fractured 
party structure have come to the fore—for everyone to see.

MOUNTING EVIDENCE

PART I

As India is set to observe the 14th anniversary of 
the 26/11 terrorist attack on Saturday, the interna-
tional community must speak in one voice against 
terrorism and the countries supporting this 
scourge. The countries which provide safe havens 
to terror organisations must be condemned and 
rebuked. On this day, the entire world must join 
India in stepping up pressure on Pakistan to bring 
all the perpetrators of the Mumbai terror attacks 
to justice, which is still awaited. The global com-
munity must also, at the same time, unequivocally 
call out countries like China that come to defence 
of terrorists at the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC).

Just three days ahead of the 14th anniversary of 
the dastardly Mumbai terror attacks (26/11), De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh aptly set the narra-
tive for this. While addressing at the 9th ASEAN 
Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM)-Plus in Siem 
Reap, Cambodia, on Wednesday, Rajnath Singh 
reminded the world that transnational and cross-
border terrorism remain the gravest threat re-
quiring “urgent and resolute intervention” by the 
international community. “Indifference can no lon-
ger be a response, as terrorism has found victims 
globally,” he said in a veiled reference to Pakistan. 
The Defence Minister’s categorical message to the 
world community was that it must not only speak 
against terrorism in one voice but also demon-
strate tough actions against the menace and those 
(Pakistan) supporting the terror groups. Rajnath’s 
pitch against cross-border terrorism acquires sig-
nificance as it has come just three days ahead of the 
anniversary of the Mumbai terror attacks which 
were carried out by Pakistan based terrorists. He 
used, and rightly so, the ASEAN forum to draw the 
attention of the international community towards 
this horrific attack, with masterminds roaming 
freely in Pakistan.

External Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar 
did this job perfectly well when he also drew at-
tention of the international community towards 
how Pakistan continues to shield the culprits of the 
Mumbai terror attacks despite all sorts of clinch-
ing evidence having been shared with it. Only last 
month during a function in Mumbai, Jaishankar 
had said that while the world would soon observe 
the 14th anniversary of the 26/11 terrorist attack, 
“the key perpetrators of the attack still remain pro-
tected under political support and shadow.” He had 
made these remarks in Mumbai on the eve of the 
United Nations Security Council’s Counter-Terror-
ism Committee’s special meeting in October. “It is 
incumbent on us to persevere and bring perpetra-
tors to justice.” By making this statement, Jaishan-
kar suggested to the global community that while 
Pakistan is not taking any action against culprits of 
the Mumbai carnage, the world must make efforts 
to get it done by Islamabad. Just a fortnight ago, 
Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra had, at the United 
Nations, urged the international community to call 
out those who provide safe havens to terrorists and 
come to their defence including in the UN Security 
Council sanctions regimes. It was a veiled reference 
to both Pakistan and China. “The threat posed by 
terrorism needs a unified voice from the interna-
tional community,” Kwatra also pointed out. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has also on many occa-
sions urged the international community to speak 
in one voice against terrorism and the nations har-
bouring it. So, all this goes to suggest that India has 
worked hard and comprehensively to build a mas-
sive diplomatic campaign to draw global commu-
nity’s attention to terrorism and its fountainhead 
Pakistan in the backdrop of the Mumbai attacks. 
The world’s focus has also been brought towards 
China’s sinister act of protecting terrorists based 
in Pakistan, which is one of the factors weakening 
the joint and collective global fight against terror-
ism. The need of the hour is to hold countries such 
as Pakistan and China accountable for the growing 
threat of terrorism. India is working towards that 
end. But the world must also focus its attention 
on the same. In this context, what is noticeable is 
that terrorism emanating from Pakistan not only 
kills innocent Indians, but also individuals from 
other countries. Around 166 people, including 25 
foreigners, had died in the attack carried out by 
10 Pakistani militants associated with the terror 
group Lashkar-e-Tayyaba between 26 November 
and 29 November. These foreigners included na-
tionals of the US and other foreign countries.

Meanwhile, what should be appreciated at the 
same time is that the Indian diaspora is planning 
a major demonstration in front of the Pakistani 
High Commission in London to commemorate the 
14th anniversary of the 26/11 Mumbai terror at-
tacks. The protest is also aimed at highlighting the 
scourge of State-sponsored terror that threatens 
the world. Definitely, the demonstrations like this 
also pave the way for international community’s 
association with India’s campaign in a bigger way 
against terror.

T. BRAJESH

perSpective
‘26/11 ATTACK’

HIGH TIME wORlD 
sPOkE IN ONE VOICE 
AGAINsT NATIONs 
bACkING TERROR

The war in Ukraine is trou-
bling. There are excesses 
by both sides and over time 
both, if not Russia alone, 
may be found by the Inter-
national Court of Justice to 
have committed war crimes. 
The deliberate destruction 
of Ukrainian civilian infra-
structure is extremely unac-
ceptable, as well. While all 
this may be concluded, does 
it automatically entail that 
Russia is a state sponsor of 
terrorism? This is according 
to a very recent resolution 
passed by the European 
Union parliament. But then 
Pakistan is not?

There are major questions 
whether such a designation 
on Russia can really stand 
up in international law. But 
let us say for the purposes of 
argument that such a recent 
designation by Europe about 
Russia is accepted. Then 
surely, by what has taken 
place out of Pakistan for de-
cades, Brussels as a matter of 
evenhandedness on its part 

must now more than ever 
put forward the same parlia-
mentary resolution applying 
to Islamabad? If it is not will-
ing to do so, according to all 
indications, then what gives?

But first let us recap some 
important aspects of history. 
According to Heinz Becker 
in a piece written for Parlia-
ment, he heads it with the 
statement, “Why does the 
EU continue to gloss over 
Pakistan’s state-sponsored 
terrorism?” Becker, who for 
many years was a Member 
of the European Parliament, 
was also on its committee 
of civil liberties, justice and 
home affairs. He added in his 
2018 piece that: “The Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan has long 
been accused of harbouring 
terrorist organizations. In 
2008, the Brookings Insti-
tute named Pakistan as the 
‘world’s most active sponsor 
of terrorist groups.’”

A worrisome detail re-
minds of this. Osama bin 
Laden, one of the world’s 
most notorious terrorists, 
lived in Pakistan for years. 
All with the knowledge of 
Pakistan authorities and/
or those very close to them. 
Does that count with Europe 
as his actions regarding 9/11 
led to Europeans within 
NATO structures mobilizing 
to Afghanistan to root out his 
supporters? And European 
troops taking on casualties 
then and in the follow-up 

years of attempts at pacify-
ing the country from this 
terrorism you would then 
have thought the European 
Parliament on this tragedy 
alone would have designated 
Pakistan as a state sponsor 
of terrorism long ago. And 
especially since it has set the 
bar by Russia’s activities in 
Ukraine.

Then certainly not to forget 
about is the bloody attack 
emanating out of Pakistan 
on the Taj Hotel in Mum-
bai and at other locations 
in 2008. Even a thorough 
and balanced analysis by 
the International Centre of 
Counter-Terrorism states 
in its conclusion about the 
sources of the attack, “...that 
state actors did indeed have 
a hand in the attack. Those 
actors being connected to 
the Pakistan government.” 
It further dismisses Islam-
abad’s contention that it had 
absolutely nothing to do with 
this bloody travesty against 
humanity that resulted in 
not only the death and harm 
of hundreds of many Indian 
citizens, but foreign pass-
port holders, as well. Does 
the blood of those count to 
Brussels? 

A 2021 piece by the Eco-
nomic Times had the head-
line: “Pakistan should take 
credible steps to end state-
sponsored terrorism: India at 
UNHRC.” This was stated by 
the representative of the In-

dian government mission to 
the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil and reflects Indian foreign 
policy. Yet, as S. Jaishankar, 
the Indian foreign minister so 
appropriately said, Europe is 
too often interested in Euro-
pean matters and not enough 
on matters such as those that 
seriously impact other coun-
tries, including the likes of 
India. Might that recent EU 
parliament resolution deal-
ing with Moscow exclusively 
and not Islamabad further 
support his contention?

But what is a state sponsor 
of terrorism by definition? 
According to encyclopedia.
com, there are two general 
definitions. “One refers to 
governments that support 
or conduct terrorism against 
other governments. The oth-
er refers to governments that 
conduct terrorist acts against 
their own citizens.” 

Clearly, Pakistan meets one 
of these definitions. Yet the 
US State Department defini-
tion leads to coming up with a 
list of only four countries that 
meet that category. They are 
Cuba, Iran, North Korea and 
Syria. Note, no Pakistan yet; 
also no Russia which the US 
has restrained itself from des-
ignating as such.

Interestingly, according to 
Outlook, “While the EU does 
not have a legal framework to 
declare a country ‘state spon-
sor of terror’, countries like 
the United States and Canada 

have such frameworks.” But 
the EU Parliament neverthe-
less designated Russia as is, 
but completely left Pakistan 
out despite the evidence as 
previously stated that indi-
cates Pakistan’s eligibility to 
be added to this list.

For the UN, it seems mute 
on this. In the UN’s official 
statements through its Of-
fice of Counter Terrorism, it 
avoids the term “state spon-
sor of terrorism” unlike the 
US—a US that at least at one 
time described Pakistan as a 
safe haven for terrorists.

Additionally, in a July 2016 
statement in the US House 
of Representative meeting 
of subcommittees on terror-
ism and Pacific affairs, the 
chairman of the latter stated 
this in his introductory state-
ments, “As we all know, the 
United States has spent tens 
of billions in taxpayer dollars 
in the form of aid to Pakistan 
since 9/11, all in the hope that 
Pakistan would become a 
partner in the fight against 
terrorism. Unfortunately, 
despite this significant invest-
ment, Pakistani military and 
intelligence services are still 
linked to terrorist groups.”

What is this also telling 
us? The evidence is really 
mounting that the overall 
West and beyond needs to 
seriously consider designat-
ing Pakistan as state spon-
sor of terrorism. If a western 
parliament can designate 

Moscow as such, then sure-
ly it can do so for Pakistan 
given all the evidence about 
Islamabad’s actions?

If the West, especially 
Brussels, is not willing to do 
so, then this can be clearly 
said, also possibly in refer-
ence to the UN Secretariat: 
It is showing a shameful 
degree of hypocrisy. And 
what bothers the West so 
much directly on terrorism 
gets its undivided attention, 
but what more specifically 
concerns India does not get 
the same attention, level and 
consistency of support?

What kind of just world 
order is this, New Delhi 
might then ask? And what 
kind of international law is 
it and whose? To fill in this 
gaping hole in justice and 
global anti-terrorism, Paki-
stan must be designated 
as a state sponsor of ter-
rorism. And efforts to this 
end should start with the 
European Parliament, now 
in face of recent develop-
ments there. Nothing less 
should be requested in this 
other critical war—the war 
on terrorism, including the 
part impacting the Indian 
subcontinent.
Peter Dash is an educator based 
in Southeast Asia. He is a for-
mer Associate at Harvard Uni-
versity’s Center for Internation-
al Affairs and has worked in the 
banking, construction, defense, 
engineering, and other sectors.

Europe discriminating against India on issue of Pak terror
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Rahul Gandhi embarked on his 3,570 km 
Bharat Jodo Yatra just before the election 
of the party president, exposing the party’s 
myopic vision. Kharge’s election was meant 
to infuse life into the party, while Rahul 
Gandhi’s yatra is also meant to do the same–
enthuse party cadre. The misalignment is 
stark and is threatening to expose yet again, 
the Congress’ lack of planning and foresight.

If a western parliament can designate Moscow as a state sponsor of terrorism, then surely it can do so for Pakistan as well.
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Ashwini Kumar Upad-
hyay v. Union of India ob-
served and has agreed to 
reconstitute a Constitution 
Bench for hearing a batch 
of petitions, wherein chal-
lenging the constitutional 
validity of the practice of 
polygamy and Nikah Halala 
allowed by Muslim personal 
law.
In the present case, previ-
ously eight petitions chal-
lenging were listed before 
a 5-judge bench compris-
ing Justices Indira Baner-
jee, Hemant Gupta, Surya 
Kant, MM Sundresh and 
Sudhanshu Dhulia. The 
notice has been issued by 
the bench to the National 
Human Rights Commis-
sion, National Commission 
for Women and the National 
Commission for Minorities.
The Advocate, Mr. Ashwini 
Kumar Upadhyay, petition-
er-in-person mentioned be-
fore a Bench comprising the 
Chief Justice of India, D.Y. 
Chandrachud, Justice Hima 
Kohli and Justice J.B. Pardi-
wala in the case observed 
that since the Justices Indira 
Banerjee and Hemant Gupta 
have retired, a new Consti-
tution Bench be formed for 
hearing the batch of pleas.
However, the CJI assured, 

“We will form a Bench.”
In March 2018, the cases 
were referred to a 5-judge 

bench by a 3-judge bench. 
The present petition has 
been filled by few Muslim 
women Naisah Hasan, Sab-
nam, Farjana, Sameena Be-
gum and also advocates Ash-
wini Upadhyay and Mohsin 
Kathiri, wherin challenging 
the constitutional validity of 
the polygamy and nikah-ha-
lala. One of the petitions has 
been filled by an organisa-
tion named Muslim Wom-
en’s Resistance Committee. 
In the case, Jamiat-Ulama-I-
Hind has intervened by sup-
porting the practices.

It was stated that according 
to Sharia or the muslim per-
sonal law, men are allowed 
for practicing polygamy that 
is, they can have more than 
one wife at the same time, up 
to a total of four. Thus, the 

‘Nikah halala’ is a process 
in which a Muslim woman 
has to marry another per-
son and get divorced from 
him before being allowed to 
marry her divorcee husband 
again.
A ban on polygamy has 
been demanded by the pe-
titioners and Nikah-Halala 

saying it renders Muslim 
wives extremely insecure, 
vulnerable and infringes 
their fundamental rights. It 
has been prayed in the plea 
that Section 2 of the Muslim 
Personal Law (Shariat) Ap-
plication Act be declared un-
constitutional and violative 
of Articles 14 (right to equal-
ity), Article 15 (the discrimi-
nation on ground of religion) 
and Article 21 (right to life) 
of the Constitution, insofar 
as it seeks to recognise and 
validate the practice of po-
lygamy and nikah-halala.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Agreed To Form 
Constitution Bench To Hear Cases 
Challenging Validity Of Polygamy & 
Nikah Halala In Muslim Personal Law
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Revenue Divisional Of-
ficer vs Ismail Bhai observed 
and has directed the au-
thorities to pay compensa-
tion within two months, the 
court while granting relief 
to the land owners who are 
yet to get compensation for 
their lands which has been 
acquired 40 years ago.

In the present case, the 
land was being acquired for 
the purpose of extension of 
the Nehru Zoological Park 
in 1981. The court despite 
of taking possession, the 
award was not passe and 
no amount of compensa-
tion was paid which made 
the land owners approach 
the High Court of Andhra 
Pradesh in 1996. It has been 
directed by the High Court 
to pass an award within a pe-
riod of three months. Thus, 
in 1997, the court passed 
an award and a meagre 
compensation @ Rs. 6 per 
sq. yard was awarded to the 
land owners. Later, it was 
enhanced by the Reference 
Court that the Compensa-
tion to Rs 250 per sq. yard 
with solatium and interest. 
An appeal was filled in the 
year 2017 by the Revenue 
Department was allowed 
by High Court reducing the 
compensation to Rs. 100 /- 
 per sq. yard.

The Apex Court bench 
comprising of Justice S. Ab-
dul Nazeer and Justice JK 
Maheshwari observed in 
an appeal filled by the land 
owners and has noted that 

the land acquired is near to 
the Agricultural University, 
National Police Academy 
and High Court of Andhra 
while taking note of the 
date of acquisition i.e. 1981 
which is about 40 years ago, 
thus, the vale of the said 
land cannot be computed 
at the rate less than Rs. 250/  
per sq. yard which is being 
supported by the evidence 
brought on record by the 
land owners.
Adding to it, the bench 

stated that an error has been 
committed from the side of 
the High Court in comput-
ing the compensation @ Rs. 
100 per sq. yard ignoring 
the unrebutted documents 
which are produced by the 

land owners and without 
any cogent material on 
record, by applying of the 
reverse calculation. The 
evidence which is being 
produced by the land own-
ers has not been rebutted 
by filing any document. It 
has been admitted by the 
department witness before 
the Reference Court that the 
acquired land of the village 
is a prominent area within 
the vicinity of the city of Hy-
derabad.

The court observed while 
raising the contentions 
raised by the Revenue De-
partment on the point of 
deduction of development 
charge and the area of the 
land used for development.

Further, the bench ob-
served that the land ac-
quired is now in the heart 
of city of Hyderabad where 
the cost of the land has been 
increased more than 100 
times. Thus, the develop-
ment of this city has already 
been taken place and the 
owners of the land whose 
land has been utilized 40 
years back, now cannot be 
compelled for paying the 
development charge for the 
development which has al-
ready taken place, only for a 
parcel of land to which they 
have not given compensa-
tion up to decades.

Accordingly, the petition 
which is taken by the Reve-
nue Department sans merit.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: DIRECTED AUTHORITIES 
TO PAY COMPENSATION TO LAND OWNERS 
WITHIN TWO MONTHS; ‘LAND ACQUITTED 
FOUR DECADES AGO’
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court 
in the case Sarita 
Swami vs State of 

Rajasthan observed and 
has set aside some obser-
vations made by Rajasthan 
High Court against a Trial 
Court judge who had passed 
a bail order.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
and the Justice Abhay S. Oka 
observed and has stated that 
such an approach which has 
discouraged the trial Courts 
for granting bail which has 
resulted in huge volume of 
litigation before this Court 
and the High Court.

The court while consider-
ing an application wherein 
seeking cancellation of 
bail, it has been noticed by 
the Rajasthan High Court 
that the first bail applica-
tion filled by the accused 
has been dismissed by the 
session Judge on the mer-
its and after a lapse of 20 
days, the court allowed the 
second bail application on 
the ground that after in-
vestigation, offence under 
Section 304 of the Indian 
Penal Code, was found in-
stead of Section 302 Indian 
Penal Code, 1860. Further, 

it has been noted by the 
court that the Investigating 
Officer at that time had not 
submitted the charge-sheet 
against the accused-and no 
change in the circumstances 
took place. The High Court 
has made some adverse re-
marks against the judge in 
the order and also directed 
Registry to place this matter 
before the Chief Justice for 
taking appropriate action 
against the Sessions 

Judge on the Administra-
tive side.

It was observed that the 
Session Judge who passed 
the bail order, approached 
the Apex Court, wherein 
challenging such adverse 
observations made in the 
order.

The bench observed and 
has stated that in the given 
scenario the observations 
are not called and in fact it 
is such an approach which 
discourages the trial Courts 
granting bail which resulted 
in huge volume of litigation 
before the High Court and 

this Court. Thus, the court 
does not have any hesitation 
in setting aside the observa-
tions which is made against 
the appellant and conse-
quently, even the directions 
contained in the impugned 
order are set aside against 
the appellant 

While speaking at the 
public event, Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud 
had stated that judges at 
trial courts are often reluc-
tant to grant bail due to fear 
of targeting.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: SETS 
ASIDE ADVERSE REMARKS BY 
RAJASTHAN HC AGAINST A 
SESSION JUDGE; ‘DISCOURAGE 
TRIAL COURTS IN GRANTING BAIL’
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Regional Director/ Re-
covery Officer vs Nitinbhai 
Vallabhai Panchasara ob-
served and has stated ESI 
Court has no authority to 
restrict the period during 
which the interest needs to 
be payable under Section 
39( 5)(a) of Employees State 
Insurance Act, 1948.
In the present case, the 
court observed that Sec-
tion 39( 5)(a) of the Act 
provides that if any contri-
bution payable is not paid 
by the principal employer 
on the date on which such 
contribution has become 
due, thus, he shall be liable 
to pay simple interest at the 
rate of twelve per cent per 

annum or at such higher 
rate as which may be speci-
fied in the regulations till 
the date of its actual pay-
ment is to be made.
In the said case, it has been 
restricted by the Employ-
ees State Insurance (ESI) 
Court that the levy of inter-
est leviable under Section 
39(5)(a) of the Employees 
State Insurance Act, 1948 
for two years only. The 
Allahabad High Court dis-
missed the appeal in the 
said order. In an appeal 
filled by the Employees 
State Insurance Corpo-
ration, the main issue 
which has been raised was 
whether the ESI Court was 
justified in restricting the 
levy of interest under Sec-
tion 39(5)(a) of the ESI Act 

for a period of two years 
only. 
The bench comprising 
of Justice MR Shah and 
Justice MM Sundresh ob-
served and has stated that 
reduction of period to two 
years is not supported by 
any statutory provision, 
while referring to Section 
39(5).
The bench observed that 
the interest payable/levi-
able being a statutory li-
ability for paying of the 
interest. Nor the authority 
and neither the court have 
any authority to either 
waive the interest and/ or 
reducing the int the inter-
est and/or the period dur-
ing which the interest is 
payable. The court while 
going on through Section 

39(5)(a) of the ESI Act, the 
liability to pay the interest 
is from the date on which 
such contribution has be-
come due and till the date 
of its actual payment to be 
made.
Further, it has been stated 
by the court that the ESI 
Court erred in relying 
upon the decision in the 
case Employees State In-
surance Corporation Vs. 
HMT Ltd, wherein the 
court while considering 
the levy of interest under 
Section 39(5)(a) of the ESI 
Act. Therefore, the court 
added that the said judg-
ment dealt with Section 
85- where the word used is 

“may” and the word which 
is used in Section 39(5)(a) 
of the ESI Act is “shall”.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Period 
During Which The Interest 
Is Payable U/Sec 39(5)(a) ESI 
Act Cannot Be Reduced

TDG NETWORK 
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India has the world’s larg-
est democracy where 
there is multi-party 

parliamentary system and 
free elections which give 
right to vote to every adult 
citizen of India. Recently, 
Hon’ble Mr. Justice KM Jo-
seph, who is heading the 
Constitution Bench, hearing 
petitions seeking indepen-
dent mechanism to appoint 
Election Commissioners in 
Anoop Baranwal v. Union of 
India, WP(C) No. 104/2015 
expressed strong disagree-
ment with the stand of the 
Election Commission of In-
dia that the right to vote is a 
mere statutory right and not 
a constitutional right. While 
highlighting the words 

“shall be entitled to be regis-
tered as a voter at any such 
election” of the Article 326 
of the Constitution, Justice 
Joseph remarked that the 
right to vote emanates from 
the Constitution itself. This 

bears testament to the signif-
icance of the right to vote by 
citizen of India irrespective 
of his criminal antecedents. 
Per contra, the legal system 
in India excludes prison-
ers from the voting rights. 
This shows that the checks 
and balances of democratic 
rights or the human rights 
differ for the prisoners in 
temporary imprisonment 
and police detention elimi-
nate their constitutional 
rights. However the con-
temporary societal notion 
for prisoners should be the 
reformative structures but 
here the Indian legal system 
deprive the citizens even the 
undertrials from their con-
stitutional voting rights. 

Article 326 of the Constitu-
tion of India embodies the 
right to vote in the following 
words- 
“The elections to the House 
of the People and to the Leg-
islative Assembly of every 
State shall be on the basis of 
adult suffrage; but is to say, 
every person who is a citizen 
of India and who is not less 
than twenty one years of age 
on such date as may be fixed 
in that behalf by or under 
any law made by the appro-
priate legislature and is not 
otherwise disqualified un-
der this constitution or any 

law made by the appropriate 
Legislature on the ground of 
non residence, unsoundness 
of mind, crime or corrupt 
or illegal practice, shall be 
entitled to be registered as 
a voter at any such election”

Furthermore, the Article 
21 of Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (UDHR) 
and Article 25 of Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR) 
supplement equal voting 
rights of the citizens so that 
they can express their will 
to elect their representative. 
It vividly states the descrip-
tion “Everyone has the right 
to vote without any distinc-
tion on the basis of race, 
caste, color, status, language, 
religion, sex, political or any 
other opinion, national or 
social origin.”

Similarly, there are other 
various international con-
ventions like The Ameri-
can convention, European 
convention and the African 
chatter on the human rights  
in support of the voting 
rights  which states the freely 
participation of every indi-
vidual in the government 
election. Countries like Eu-
rope, Switzerland, Finland, 
Norway, Denmark, Ireland, 
the Baltic States, and Spain 
already allow prisoner vot-
ing. This should be seen as 
the reformative, rehabilita-
tion and reintegration to 
the society mainly for the 
prisoners as mentioned in 
the Hirala Mallick vs. State 
of Bihar (1977). 

Here the question arise 
that if a person imprisoned 
is obligated to pay taxes 

then Why he is deprived 
of his Voting rights? (Pilk-
ington 2018) This gives 
a clear view that an indi-
vidual does not have his 
absolute citizenship rights. 
This practice of barring in-
dividuals from their voting 
rights who are convicted for 
the crime known as Felony 
disenfranchisement. This 
Deprivation comes from an 
archaic concept which is 
known as civil death. This 
issue of disenfranchise-
ment in India ought to be 
dealt with the Section 62(5) 
of Representation of people 
Act, 1951 which prohibits the 
voting rights of the convicted 
person. Elaborately, with the 
Supreme Court Judgment in 
the State of Andhra Pradesh 
vs. Challa Ramkrishnan 
Reddy (2000) explains that 

the person convict or under 
trial will also deprived of 
their constitutional rights.

There are divergent views 
of the High Courts in respect 
of voting rights of undertrial.  
The Orissa High Court, in 
Sri Ramesh Chandra Jena 
@ Ramesh Jena versus State 
of Orissa & Others (2010), 
allowed a member of the 
state legislative assembly 
to exercise his franchise by 
way of participating in vot-
ing process for Rajya Sabha 
elections. In Banwari Lal 
Kushwaha versus State of 
Rajasthan (2016), however, 
the Rajasthan High Court 
refused to permit a mem-
ber of the assembly, who 
was in prison and under 
police custody, to vote in the 
Rajya Sabha elections. Fur-
ther, in the case of Minister 

of Home Affairs vs. NICRO 
where they emphasized on 
the democratic supremacy 
where right to vote was used 
to entrench and marginal-
ize the majority of people 
of our country which is the 
progressive idea. Whereas, 
according to the records 
of criminal justice system, 
maximum number of dalits, 
tribals and other weaker sec-
tion people are imprisoned 
in the jails and majority of 
them are undertrials. Delay 
in the judicial procedures 
affecting the country’s uni-
ty which has been up bring 
with the same legislation in 
the past history to protect 
the rights of these sections.

However, critically ana-
lyzing the issue evidently 
proved the worse condition 
of prisoners. Already they 

are at the vulnerable stage 
where they are struggling 
with the conditions of In-
dian jail. Instead of making 
them to be alive by provid-
ing voting rights where they 
can practice the right of ex-
pression and be the part of 
our society. We are pushing 
them back with the denial of 
their rights and addressing 
them with civil death. The 
author strongly recom-
mends the judicial system 
should intervene in consti-
tutional or statutory rights 
of the prisoners who are in 
the temporary custody or 
the undertrial prisoners.  As 
per the settled legal principle 
which mention that “A per-
son is innocent until proven 
guilty”, this  laid stress that 
the judiciary should dif-
ferentiate among prisoners, 
undertrials and those in 
lawful police custody. There-
fore, legislation should not 
be imposed with the direc-
tion to punish the violators, 
but there should be the re-
formative or rehabilitation 
practices in the prisons, so 
that being in a prison does 
not cease their human rights. 

Understanding the pris-
oner a human being is a 
social responsibility and 
taking away such rights 
is the breach of a social 
contract which disrupts 
the rights of the person 
who are already struggling 
with their trials and delay 
in justice. The democratic 
culture brings equal and 
fair electoral rights but 
the arbitrary notion for 
prisoners does not allow 
them to enjoy equal rights 
in the confined state. 

ANALYSIS

ENFRANCHISEMENT OF VOTING RIGHTS FOR PRISONERS
analysis

SONALI ANAND

According to Black’s Law 
dictionary, capital pun-
ishment is the sentence of 
death for a serious crime. 
(1) A penalty that makes a 
person or entity ineligible 
to participate in an activ-
ity that the person or entity 
previously participated in. 
(2) This penalty is usually 
imposed because of some 
type of gross misconduct. 
The term “Capital Punish-
ment” stands for the most 
acute form of punishment. 
It is the punishment that is 
to be awarded for the most 
heinous, grievous, and 
detestable crimes against 
mankind. While the defi-
nition and extent of such 
crimes vary from country 
to country, state to state and 
age to age, the implication 
of capital punishment has 
always been the death sen-
tence. By common usage in 
jurisprudence, criminol-
ogy, and penology, a capital 
sentence means a sentence 
of death .

HISTORICAL BACK-
GROUND

It has been a long-stand-
ing crime to get the death 
penalty. Almost no country 
in the world has ever uti-
lised the death penalty. The 
history of human civilisa-
tion demonstrates that the 
use of the death penalty as 
a form of punishment has 
never been discontinued. 
Despite Plato’s argument 
that it should only be ap-
plied to the genuinely evil, 
the death penalty was regu-
larly used in ancient Greece 
under the laws of Draco (c. 
7th century BCE). These 
crimes included murder, 
treason, arson, and rape. 
Although during the repub-
lic citizens were excused for 
a little time, the Romans 
also used it for a wide range 
of offences.

This idea is supported by 
Sir Henry Marine’s obser-
vation that “The Roman 
Republic did not abolish 
the death sentence despite 

its non-use was largely 
controlled by the practice 
of punishment or exile and 
the system of questioning.”

VALIDITY OF THE 
DEATH PENALTY IN 
INDIA 

The matter of the death 
penalty has been examined, 
discussed, and debated for 
a long time, but no decision 
has been made about its 
retention or repeal as of yet. 
Since the beginning of time, 
the death penalty has been 
a form of punishment used 
to execute criminals and 
punish the most egregious 
crimes. 

Different nations view 
crime differently and in dif-
ferent ways. The “an eye for 
an eye” retributive punish-
ment is preferred in Arab 
nations, whereas deter-
rent punishment is used in 
others. Recently, there has 
been a shift from punitive 
methods to restorative and 
reformist ones, particularly 
in India.

India is one of the 78 
countries that still uphold 
the death penalty because 
it will only be applied in the 

“rarest in the rare circum-
stances” and for “special 
reasons” up to this point. 
However, neither the leg-
islation nor the Supreme 
Court has provided an an-
swer as to what constitutes 
a rarest of the rare case or 
unusual circumstance.

The death penalty is not 
always abolished by the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, to 
which India became a party 
in 1979. All that is needed is 
for:

(1) Death penalty should 
not be arbitrarily inflicted,

(2) It should be imposed 
for the most serious crimes.

Thus, the guarantees 
and prohibitions found in 
Articles 20 and 21 of our 
Constitution are the same 
as the obligations of the In-
ternational Covenant. Only 
the most serious acts are 
eligible for the death pen-
alty, according to the Indian 
Penal Code. Thus, the In-
dian Penal Code complies 
fully with all international 
obligations. The Supreme 
Court then instructed the 
trial court to compile a list 
of the aggravating and miti-
gating factors and choose 
the harshest punishment in 
another well-known case, 
Machhi Singh v. State of 
Punjab. If the judge was left 
with no other options after 
taking all of these factors 
into account, he could then 
impose the death penalty.

PHASE-WISE CHANGE 
IN JUDICIAL MIND 
IN AWARDING THE 
DEATH PENALTY

The attitude of the Su-

preme Court of India 
towards the death pen-
alty has been substantially 
changed to one of observ-
ing more lenience to the 
offender when his life is 
in peril. The court has to 
overcome many fetters 
imposed by statutes. Thus, 
in Joseph vs. the State of 
Goa, Daman . Justice V.C. 
Krishna Iyer stated that 
judges are bound by the 
statutes by the oath of their 
office . This helplessness is 
implicit in many decisions 
and in some cases, the Su-
preme Court has gone to 
the extent of mentioning it . 

In order to understand 
the judicial attitude to-
wards the death penalty in 
the last five decades, this 
period can be divided into 
five phases to portray the 
judicial response to the 
legislative changes made 
in this direction in IPC’s as 
well as Cr. P.C.’s old codes. 
The five phases may be- 
Phase I - When Death Pen-
alty was a rule (1950-55) 
Phase II - Age of Judicial 

Discretion (1955-73) 
Phase III - When Life Im-
prisonment was a Rule 
(1973-80) 
Phase IV - Birth of the 
Doctrine: “Rarest of Rare 
Case”(1980-83) 
Phase V - Post Bachchan 
Singh’s Case Era (1980-on-
wards) 

The cases divided into 
these phases clearly indi-
cate the trend of the judi-
cial mind during the last 50 
years.

DESIRABILITY OF CAP-
ITAL PUNISHMENT
The abolitionists argue that 
even if capital punishment 
is constitutionally permis-
sible, it is not desirable for 
society to take the life of a 
man merely because his 
mind had at one time de-
railed and India his vari-
ance mind committed a 
wrongful act. Sometimes, 
the abolitionists even argue 
that capital punishment 
being undesirable cannot 
be held to be constitutional. 
On the other hand, the re-

ceptionists argue that capi-
tal punishment may not foe 
desirable as a general rule 
but it may be necessary in 
certain exceptional cases.

STRUCK DOWN OF THE 
DEATH PENALTY

 Previous research indi-
cates that the administra-
tion of the death sentence 
in India is plainly defec-
tive and plagued with er-
ror. Since the country’s 
independence in 1947, this 
condition has gone largely 
ignored. As the world 
gradually abandons the 
death sentence, it is time 
for Indian authorities to do 
the same.

India has entered the 
21st century on a note of 
buoyancy, as expressed by 
the country’s then Deputy 
Prime Minister in 2004: 

“India has acquired a new 
confidence in what it could 
achieve and that the twen-
ty-first century would be 
India’s century.” 

As the nation continues to 
meet its aspirations, it must 

examine its attachment to 
capital punishment. Judicial 
state killing has no place in 
the modern world and In-
dia should abolish the death 
penalty as soon as practi-
cally possible. 
 SUGGESTION 

It seems right and reason-
able that the most extreme 
cases in India involve the 
use of the death penalty. 
There are very few cases 
in which the death penalty 
is used in India, according 
to statistics on this subject. 
There are numerous in-
stances where the Supreme 
Court commuted the death 
penalty to life in prison.

The structure of the death 
penalty has many flaws. 
The caliber of the attorney 
representing the accused 
will determine how the 
case turns out. Many crimi-
nals cannot afford an expe-
rienced defence attorney, 
which increases the likeli-
hood that they will receive 
the death penalty rather 
than life in prison. These 
two offences are closely re-
lated, and a defendant who 
can afford an experienced 
attorney should do so.

CONCLUSION
139 countries have already 
abolished the death pen-
alty, and India should fol-
low suit and follow the 
majority of these countries. 
The death penalty violates 
human rights and India’s 
constitution’s article 21. Al-
ternative methods of pun-
ishment for the offender 
include harsh life in prison 
without the possibility of 
parole and no protection 
from good behaviour relief 
as described in the prison 
manual.

ANALYSIS

THE VALIDITY OF THE DEATH PENALTY: CAN 
IT BE STRUCK DOWN?

analysis
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TOP OF THE DAY

PAK PRESIDENT 
MEETS IMRAN 
AFTER PM 
SHEHBAZ PICKS  
ARMY CHIEF
ISLAMABAD: Hours 
after receiving Lt Gen 
Asim Munir’s name 
for appointment as the 
new Chief of Army Staff, 
Pakistan President Arif 
Alvi, on Thursday, landed 
in Lahore to meet PTI 
chief Imran Khan, Dawn 
reported. Earlier today, 
Pakistan Information 
Minister Marriyum 
Aurangzeb announced 
that Lt. Gen. Asim Munir 
has been named as the 
chief of army staff and 
Lt. Gen. Sahir Shamshad 
Mirza has been named as 
the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee. 
It is pertinent to mention 
that the final decision of 
appointing the army chief 
has to be taken by the 
Pakistan President.

U.S. FED SIGNALS 
SLOWDOWN  
IN POLICY  
RATE HIKES
WASHINGTON: The min-
utes of the US Federal 
Reserve’s latest mone-
tary policy review meeting 
showed a substantial ma-
jority of members judged 
that a slowing in the pace 
of increase in policy rates 
would likely “soon be ap-
propriate”. “A slower pace 
in these circumstances 
would better allow the 
Committee to assess 
progress toward its goals 
of maximum employ-
ment and price stability,” 
the minutes published 
on Wednesday said. The 
minutes show a few 
participants commented 
that slowing the pace of 
increase could reduce the 
risk of instability in the 
financial system.

WORLD SINDHI 
CONGRESS HOLDS 
CONFERENCE  
ON SINDH
LONDON: World Sindhi 
Congress held 34th 
International Conference 
on Sindh on November 
19 in London. Addressing 
the International Confer-
ence on Sindh, Dr Rubina 
Shaikh, the chairperson 
of the World Sindhi Con-
gress, stressed that Sindh 
is witnessing the “worst 
period in history.”During 
the conference, the World 
Sindhi Congress urged 
international institutions 
including the United 
Nations to file a “case 
of ecocide” against the 
Pakistani government in 
local and international 
courts.

GOOGLE MESSAGES 
TO ENABLE EMOJI 
REACTIONS
WASHINGTON: Tech 
giant Google’s messaging 
service, Google Mes-
sages, is now testing the 
ability to react to a mes-
sage by using any emoji. 
According to GSM Arena, 
previously, reactions 
were limited to only seven 
emojis. This news comes 
from 9to5Google after it 
previously confirmed the 
feature by enabling it in 
a previous version. Now 
when a user taps and 
holds an incoming mes-
sage on the Google Mes-
sages app, they can react 
with any emoji. A new 
icon in the picker shows 
the option to add a new 
emoji that isn’t listed.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Afghans are facing increasing costs for food and other essential 
items.

Anwar Ibrahim will be Malaysia’s 10th Prime Minister.

Amid the snowy season that 
requires additional funds 
to warm up living space, 
Afghan families are forced 
to sell their belongings in 
order to make ends meet. 
Ac c o r d i n g  t o  Ma r t i n 
Schuepp, Director of Op-
erations of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), an average Afghan 
family can only afford 82 
per cent of basic food com-
modities, expressing con-
cerns over the economic 
and humanitarian situation 
in Afghanistan, reported The 
Khaama Press. 

The ongoing political 
crisis since the takeover 
last August has “hit hard” 
private sectors in Afghani-
stan, where businesses 
were halted and put to 
uncertainty, according 
to the latest survey con-
ducted by the World Bank. 
Due to a shortage in sales, 
private companies have 
laid off more than half of 
their employees on average, 
a rising concern on the un-
employment rate in the coun-
try, reported Khaama Press.

“We see more and more 
Afghans who are selling 
their belongings in order to 
make ends meet, and where 
they have to buy materials 
for heating and at the same 
time have to face increasing 
costs for food and other es-
sential items,” said Schuepp. 
Meanwhile, local shop-
keepers  and retai lers 
expressed concern over 
decreasing number of cus-
tomers, which they believe 
is due to financial chal-
lenges families are facing. 
“The unemployment has 
risen and the customers have 
dropped,” said Abdul Alim, a 

shopkeeper, told Tolo News. 
“When there is no money, 
of course the custom-
e r s  d r o p, ”  h e  ad de d . 
“Poverty and unemployment 
have increased in society. 
The people don’t purchase 
anything else but essential 
materials,” said Almas, an-
other shopkeeper.

Earlier, United Nations 
High Commission for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) said more 
than half of Afghanistan’s 
population is dependent 
on life-saving humanitar-
ian assistance and protec-
tion, suggesting one in two 
people do not know where 
their next meal comes from. 
The commission said it pro-
vides direct aid to the vulner-
able people in Afghanistan, 
including the provision of 
healthy centres and water 
projects that are the pri-
mary needs of the citizens. 
“Afghanistan’s people can-
not be left behind. We pro-
vide direct aid to the most 
vulnerable,” UNHCR Can-
berra wrote in a tweet. “We 
build schools, health centres, 
water projects and roads to 
provide conditions for the 
voluntary return of refu-
gees and displaced people 
when they feel ready.” 
“The majority of surveyed 
businesses reported a drastic 
decline in consumer demand 
for their products and ser-
vices and have been forced 
to scale back operations, re-
duce investments, and lay off 
employees,” the report said. 
Small enterprises have been 
hit hardest with about 38% 
of them seizing operations, 
compared to a 25% among 
medium and 35% among 
large businesses in the coun-
try, reports said.

AMID SNOWY SEASON

AFGHAN FAMILIES FORCED 
TO SELL BELONGINGS  
TO MAKE ENDS MEET
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PALACE ANNOUNCEMENT

Malaysia’s King names 
Anwar Ibrahim as PM
Malaysia’s King has named 
Pakatan Harapan (PH) chief 
Anwar Ibrahim as the coun-
try’s new Prime Minister. 
The Palace in a statement 
announced that the decision 
was taken after King held 
discussions with other rul-
ers in a special meeting of the 
nation’s nine state monarchs, 
The Straits Times reported.
Anwar Ibrahim will be 
sworn in as Malaysia’s 10th 
Prime Minister on Thursday 
at 5 pm (local time). Royal 
Comptroller Fadli Sham-
suddin in a statement said, 
“After going through the 
views of the Malay rulers, 
His Majesty has consented to 
appoint Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim as Malaysia’s 10th 
Prime Minister,” according 
to The Straits Times report. 
Ibrahim’s rise to the post of 
Malaysia’s Prime Minister 
comes after he was sacked 
as deputy premier in 1998 
amid allegations of sodomy 
and abuse of power. The new 
government in Malaysia is set 

to be formed in Malaysia, five 
days after a general election.

The announcement regard-
ing Malaysia’s Prime Minister 
comes after the majority of 
parties agreed to King Sultan 
Abdullah Ahmad Shah’s pro-
posal for a unity government. 
The development comes as 
Parti Keadilan Rakyat Presi-
dent Anwar Ibrahim and his 
rival Perikatan Nasional (PN) 
chief Muhyiddin Yassin were 
not on the same page and 
were unable to gather the sup-
port of 112 MPs required for a 
majority in the legislature, ac-

cording to the news report.
On Thursday, United Ma-

lays National Organisation 
(UMNO) party expressed 
readiness to become part of 
a unity government, taking 
a different stance from the 
Barisan Nasional (BN) coali-
tion’s previous position of re-
maining in opposition. Other 
political parties in Malaysia 
also took the stance taken by 
UMNO. On Thursday, PN 
also announced that it would 
consider unity government 
discussions with like-minded 
political parties.
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SALAMI-SLICE STRATEGY

CHINA ENCROACHES ON 36 HECTARES OF NEPAL’S 
LAND AT 10 PLACES ON NORTHERN BORDER
TDG NETWORK
KATHMANDU

China’s salami-slice strategy 
on Nepal’s northern border 
has resulted in the encroach-
ment of 36 hectares of Ne-
pal’s land at 10 places on the 
northern border by China.

According to the survey 
document issued by the Min-
istry of Agriculture, China 
encroached on 36 hectares of 
Nepal’s land at 10 places on 
the northern border. Simi-
larly, the study conducted 
by the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs has concluded that it is 
necessary to include border 
issues in the “state policy” 
of Nepal, reported Meta 
Khabar. However, the world 
community and the Nepalis 
themselves are probably 
unaware of the magnitude 
of the problem.

China’s People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) built a veteri-
nary centre for animal hus-
bandry in 2016, located in a 
Nepal district, but Nepal has 
not responded to this.

In a February 2022 re-
port by the UK-based me-
dia, China accused Nepal 

of encroaching on shared 
borders. According to the 
publication, based on offi-
cial documents, China has 
started efforts to build canals 
and roads around the border 
post in the far western Hum-
la district of Nepal.

China was also accused of 
“surveillance activities in the 
Lalungzong border area, the 
Chinese border next to Ne-
pal,” reported Media Dabali.

Recent reports have re-
vealed that not only Nepalese 
farmers are facing restric-
tions on livestock grazing, 

but also the ban on ‘Hindu 
and Buddhist shrines’ in the 
border area has been im-
posed by China.

The scale of Chinese en-
croachment is such that 
more than seven of the 15 
districts of Nepal border-
ing China are facing Chi-
nese land encroachment 
including Dolakha, Gorkha, 
Darchula, Humla, Sindhu-
palchok, Sankhuwasa and 
Rasuwa districts, reported 
Meta Khabar.

Villages in Darchula and 
Gorkha have also been taken 

over by China, the latest ex-
ample being Rui village. In 
September 2020, China also 
built eleven structures on the 
remote border of the Humla 
district.

The pillars of this district 
were found to have been 
demolished and moved by 
China. The then government 
of Nepal assigned the Minis-
try of Home Affairs to study 
the situation in the Humla 
district.

According to The Kath-
mandu Post, the study com-
mittee led by Joint Secretary 
Jayanarayan Acharas sub-
mitted a report to the Home 
Minister in the last week of 
September 2021.

The study has made some 
recommendations of a stra-
tegic nature related to the 
status of the border pillar, 
while the government has 
made strategic recommen-
dations that the border dis-
pute should be included in 
the state policy and find an 
early solution - long and 
short and to study China 
built structures and roads 
inside Nepali land.

‘PAK HYBRID DEMOCRACY’

US-Pakistan relations do not 
hinge on PM, army chief ties, 
says ex-White House official
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

Former White House of-
ficial, Lisa Curtis said that 
former Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan’s return to 
power, or not, will not have 
much impact on the future 
of Washington-Islamabad 
relations as such decisions 
in the South Asian nation 
are taken by the army chief, 
not the Prime Minister.

Lisa Curtis, who looked af-
ter South and Central Asian 
affairs at the Trump White 
House expressed her views 
at a Monday evening semi-
nar in the US capital, report-
ed Dawn. “I don’t think the 
future of US-Pakistan rela-
tions hinges on who will be 
the PM in Pakistan... more 
important is who will be 
the chief of army staff,” said 
Curtis. She added that the 
army controlled decision-
making on issues impor-
tant to the US, such as the 
nuclear programme, Paki-
stan’s relations with India, 

and counter-terrorism, re-
ported Dawn.

However, Curtis said this 
kind of hybrid democracy 
would not be good for Paki-
stan as it’s “an inherently 
unstable form of govern-
ment,” regarding the Pak 
army’s control over the 
politics of Pakistan. When 
asked how Khan’s return to 
power could influence US-
Pakistan relations, she said, 
“Even though Imran Khan 
very unhelpfully used the 
US as a scapegoat when he 
lost power, were he to be re-
elected, there will be a cer-
tain amount of pragmatism 
that might become part of 
the equation.”

She believed there would 
be “an effort to make 
amends with Washington,” 
reported Dawn. Douglas 
London, a former CIA op-
erative and analyst; Javid 
Ahmad, a former Afghan 
ambassador to the UAE; 
and Hussain Haqqani, Pak-
istan’s former ambassador 
to Washington also partici-

pated in the discussion.
Marvin Weinbaum, direc-

tor of Pakistan/Afghanistan 
Studies at the Middle East 
Institute (MEI), Washing-
ton, moderated the session 
hosted by his institute.

Curtis and Haqqani be-
lieved Pakistan and the US 
were not as close as when 
America was still in Af-
ghanistan, reported Dawn.

Curtis said the US wanted 
to ensure Pakistan did not 
get closer to China and that 
negative views about Islam-
abad regarding Afghanistan 
still prevailed.

Meanwhile, Ahmad ob-
served Pakistan had “all 
ingredients to self-destruct 
at any time”. Haqqani noted 
the US-Pakistan relation-
ship began as an economic 
necessity for Islamabad 
after the Partition, but its 
leaders paid little attention 
to the economic aspect. He 
added “the sustenance of 
relations must be economic 
and not military,” reported 
Dawn.

CHINA COVID POLICY

LOCKDOWN IN ZHENGZHOU AFTER 
IPHONE FACTORY PROTESTS
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

Chinese city Zhengzhou, which is home to a flagship 
iPhone factory, has imposed a Covid-19 lockdown in sev-
eral districts after a series of protests erupted at the key fa-
cility, according to the Global Times.

While addressing the presser on Wednesday evening, 
the city authority asked its residents in the downtown area 
to stay at home from Friday till next Tuesday as the new 
cases found at the community level remain high, Global 
Times reported. 

This comes amid the protest that erupted at Foxconn’s 
flagship iPhone plant in Zhengzhou city where men and 
women were captured in the footage marching with some 
of them confronted by people in Hazmat suits and riot 
police, Reuters reported citing videos circulated on social 
media.

The protests in China mark an escalation of unrest at 
the massive factory in Zhengzhou city. The workers were 
frustrated with the delayed bonus payments, as the dem-
onstrators said on Livestream feeds. The videos could not 
be immediately verified by Reuters.

This protest symbolizes a dangerous build-up of frustra-
tion with the country’s ultra-harsh Covid rules as well as 
the inept handling of the situation by the world’s largest 
contract manufacturer. 

The workers surrounded by people in full Hazmat suits 
with some carrying batons, chanted “Give us our pay!” ac-
cording to the footage showed.

While another footage showed tear gas being deployed 
and workers taking down quarantine barriers. Some 
workers had complained that they were forced to share 
dormitories with colleagues who had tested positive for 
COVID-19, Reuters reported.

Amid the ongoing war 
between Moscow 
and Kyiv, Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy has called on United 
Nations Security Council to 
support Ukraine’s ‘peace for-
mula.’ In a virtual address at 
the UNSC on Wednesday, 
Zelenskyy stressed that 
there must not be any room 
for terror in the world.

“I emphasize once again 
- it’s time to support the 
Ukrainian Peace Formula! 
There must be no oppor-
tunity left for terror in the 
world!” Zelenskyy said at 
the UNSC. Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said that Russia is 
responding to Ukraine’s 
“peace formula” by carrying 
out a “formula of terror.” He 
emphasised that they expect 
a strong reaction from the 
world to “Russia’s terror.”

Notably, UN Security 
Council held a meeting on 
Wednesday after Russia’s 
strikes in Ukraine at the 
request of Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky. 
In his speech, Zelenskyy as-
serted that Ukraine expects 
the reaction of all those who 
recognize the UN Charter.

Ukrainian President 

stressed that Russia carried 
out missile strikes after he 
presented the Ukrainian 
Peace Formula at the G20 
Summit in Indonesia, ac-
cording to the statement 
released by the Ukrainian 
President’s office.

“In response to our Peace 
Formula, Russia is follow-
ing the steps of its formula 

of terror,” Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said at the UNSC.

“The very next day after 
I proposed the Ukrainian 
Peace Formula at the G19 
summit in Indonesia, we re-
ceived ten Russian missiles 
per each point of the Peace 
Formula,” he added.

According to Zelenskyy, 
Ukraine’s peace formula 
includes “how to restore 
the full power of the UN 
Charter violated by Russia, 
and guarantee the safety of 
Ukraine, the safety of Eu-
rope” and everyone who 
suffers due to Russia’s of-
fensive. Furthermore, he 
accused Russia of carrying 
out a missile strike on the 
hospital in Zaporizhzhia 
where the maternity ward 
was located. He said that 
Russia conducted almost 
70 missiles, which were car-
ried out against Ukraine’s 
energy infrastructure and 
a residential building was 

also hit. “When the tem-
perature is below zero out-
side, and tens of millions of 
people are left without elec-
tricity, heat and water as a 
result of Russian missiles 
hitting energy facilities, this 
is an obvious crime against 
humanity,” Zelenskyy said.

Zelenskyy said that hospi-
tals, schools, transport and 
residential areas have been 
affected by Russia’s missile 
strikes. According to him, 
Russia’s missile strikes on 
energy facilities resulted in 
blackouts in Ukraine and 
Moldova.

He called for providing 
a modern and effective air 
defence and missile defence 
system to Ukraine. He 
urged UN Security Coun-
cil to adopt a resolution 
condemning “any forms of 
energy terror.” He said that 
Russia has been making 
attempts to make UNSC a 
“platform of rhetoric.”

‘NO ROOM FOR TERROR’

ZELENSKYY URGES UNSC TO SUPPORT 
‘UKRAINIAN PEACE FORMULA’
TDG NETWORK
KYIV
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Sri Lanka emerging 
as transit hub for 
narcotics smugglers

CHINA’S DAILY COVID CASES HIT 
RECORD HIGH: REPORT

CCP under Xi targets women by 
muscling them away from power

Sri Lanka is emerging as 
a transit hub for narcot-
ics smugglers evidenced 
by Sri Lankan Navy raids 
resulting in the seizure of 
large amounts of dangerous 
drugs and poisonous drugs.

Justice, Prison Affairs and 
Constitutional Reforms 
Minister Dr Wijeyadasa Ra-
japakshe yesterday empha-
sized that Sri Lanka is now 
becoming a centre for the 
re-exportation of danger-
ous drugs and toxic drugs, 
reported Daily News. He 
said this while replying to 
a question during the press 
conference to announce the 
Cabinet decision held yes-
terday (22) at the Govern-
ment Information Depart-
ment premises.

Minister Rajapakshe said 
the proposal submitted by 
him as the Justice Minister 
to the Cabinet to establish a 

Presidential Task Force to 
curb the spread of danger-
ous drugs and toxic drugs 
was approved by the Cabi-
net, reported Daily News. 
The minister also said that 
along with the establish-
ment of a Presidential Task 
Force against drugs, anti-
narcotics agencies were 
activated in the nine prov-
inces.

The Minister further said 
that Sri Lanka is now a cen-
tre for the re-export of dan-
gerous drugs and poison-
ous drugs, and that is why 
the Sri Lankan Navy was 
able to raid and seize a large 
number of dangerous drugs 
and poisonous drugs.

The minister revealed 
that the current data re-
ports are not complete and 
even with the incomplete 
reports, nearly 500,000 
youths from the population 
of this country are currently 
addicted to these drugs. 

The Chinese Communist Par-
ty (CCP) under President Xi 
Jinping has abandoned sym-
bolic traditional gestures to-
ward equality and is muscling 
women away from power.

Johanna Costigan, a junior 
fellow at the Center for China 
Analysis at the Asia Society 
Policy Institute in New York, 
writing in Nikkei Asia said 
that the last month’s 20th 
National Congress of the Chi-
nese Communist Party broke 

tradition by elevating 24 men 
and no women to the party’s 
Politburo, omitting its usual 
token female for the first time 
in 25 years. Women took just 

11 of 205 seats on the new par-
ty Central Committee. China’s 
path toward becoming a mod-
ern socialist country, as offi-
cials describe their aim, has 

historically been framed as 
incorporating gender egalitar-
ianism. However, loyalty and 
utility to the top leader, above 
qualifications or affirmative 
action-style standards, are 
now the major determinants 
of officials’ prospects for pro-
motion.

Party leader Xi Jinping no 
longer feels any obligation to 
gesture toward gender equali-
ty, said Costigan. Other recent 
policy changes are indicative 
of the party’s position on 
women’s role in society, said 
Costigan.

China on Wednesday re-
corded the highest number 
of daily COVID-19 cases, 
since the start of the pan-
demic, official data showed.
“Chinese mainland reported 
3,927 new locally transmit-
ted COVID-19 cases, and 
27,517 new local asymptom-
atic cases,” the state media 
outlet Global Times (GT) 
reported. The latest number 
broke the previous record 
set on April 13, when the 
cases hit 29, 317, according 
to Reuters news agency. On 
Monday, China’s top health 
official said that country is 
facing the ‘most complicated 
and severest anti-epidemic 
situation’ since the emer-
gence of coronavirus.

Liu Xiaofeng, deputy di-
rector of the Beijing Center 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), was quoted 
as saying by GT that China 
is at the ‘most critical and 
toughest moment’ of fight-

ing coronavirus. Xiaofeng 
called on people to protect 
the elderly at home and fam-
ilies suffering from underly-
ing diseases.

Notably, hundreds of 
workers protested at Fox-
conn’s flagship iPhone plant 
in Zhengzhou city this week 
where men and women 
were captured in the foot-
age marching with some of 
them confronted by people 
in Hazmat suits and riot po-
lice, Reuters reported citing 
videos circulated on social 
media. The protests in China 
mark an escalation of un-
rest at the massive factory in 
Zhengzhou city. The work-
ers were frustrated with the 
delayed bonus payments, as 
the demonstrators said on 
Livestream feeds. The videos 
could not be immediately 
verified by Reuters.

The workers surrounded 
by people in full Hazmat 
suits with some carrying 
batons, chanted “Give us our 
pay!” according to the foot-
age showed.

NAVY RAIDS & SEIZURE
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HUNT ON FOR SURVIVORS

INDONESIA EARTHQUAKE: SIX-YEAR-OLD PULLED 
ALIVE FROM DEBRIS, DEATH TOLL RISES TO 271
The 5.6-magnitude 

quake that hit Indo-
nesia’s Cianjur region 

resulted in the deaths of 271 
persons, however, the hopes 
for survivors persist after a 
six-year-old boy was pulled 
alive from the wreckage of 
a property on Wednesday 
after surviving for more 
than two days under debris. 
The rescue effort brings 
hope to those waiting for 
news of loved ones after a 
powerful earthquake struck 
a populated area of Indo-
nesia’s West Java province, 
reported CNN. Indonesia’s 
National Agency for Disas-
ter Management (BNPB) 
said rescuers saved Azka 
Maulana Malik in the vil-
lage of Nagrak, in Cugenang 
subdistrict, Cianjur Regency. 
Footage showed the moment 

a rescue team found him.
The agency said that the 

boy was discovered next 
to his grandmother’s body. 
Azka is now being treated in 
Cianjur hospital, local me-
dia reported. Rescuers had 
taken out his parents’ bod-
ies earlier, the agency added. 
The 5.6-magnitude quake hit 
the Cianjur region in West 
Java at about 1:21 p.m. local 
time on Monday at a depth 
of 10 kilometres (6.2 miles), 
according to the United 
States Geological Survey 
(USGS), causing buildings 

to collapse while school 
classes were underway. 
The death toll from the 
earthquake has risen to 271, 
the head of the BNPB, Maj 
Gen Suharyanto, said at a 
press conference. More than 
a third of those confirmed 
dead are children, he said, 
reported CNN.

Some 2,043 people were in-
jured and 61,800 have been 
displaced, he added. Forty 
people remain missing. 
Suharyanto said 56,320 
houses were damaged, 
more than a third of them 

badly. Other damaged build-
ings included 31 schools, 
124 places of worship and 
three health facilities. 
The agency has built 14 refu-
gee shelters with facilities for 
displaced people, Suharyan-
to said. Victims are expected 
to leave their temporary 
tents and move to these main 
shelters, he said.

According to Suhary-
anto,  BNPB deployed 
more than 6,000 rescu-
ers to search-and-rescue 
operations, reported CNN. 
The scale of the death and 
destruction caused by the 
quake became increasingly 
clear on Tuesday, after earlier 
discrepancies in the casualty 
numbers reported by officials. 
Photos showed buildings 
reduced to rubble, with 
bricks and scraps of broken 
metal strewn on the streets. 
“So many incidents occurred 

at several Islamic schools,” 
West Java Governor Rid-
wan Kamil told reporters 
Monday, as he warned that 
many of those killed were 
children, reported CNN. 
The powerful tremors forced 
children to flee from their 
classrooms, according to aid 
organization Save the Chil-
dren, which said more than 
50 schools had been affected.

Mia Saharosa, a teacher 
at one of the schools, said 
the earthquake “was a 
shock to all of us,” accord-
ing to the organization. 
Herman Suherman, a gov-
ernment official in Cianjur, 
told the media that some 
residents were trapped 
in the rubble of collapsed 
buildings. News channel 
Metro TV showed what 
appeared to be hundreds 
of victims being treated 
in a hospital parking lot. 

Visiting areas affected by the 
quake on Tuesday, Indone-
sian President Joko Widodo 
said the government would 
provide compensation of up 
to about USD 3,200 each 
for owners of heavily dam-
aged homes, reported CNN. 
Houses should be rebuilt as 
earthquake-resistant build-
ings, he added.

Indonesia’s bureau of 
meteorology, the BMKG, 
warned of a danger of land-
slides, particularly in the 
event of heavy rain, as 25 
aftershocks were recorded 
in the first two hours after 
the quake.

In 2004, a 9.1 magnitude 
quake off Sumatra island 
in northern Indonesia trig-
gered a tsunami that struck 
14 countries, killing 226,000 
people along the Indian 
Ocean coastline, more than 
half of them in Indonesia. 
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The 5.6-magnitude quake hit the Cianjur region in West Java at 
about 1:21 p.m. local time on Monday.

South Korea’s childbirth rate hit record 
low of 0.79 per woman in third quarter

Pakistan faces currency crisis 
danger, says Nomura

South Korea’s total fertil-
ity rate, which refers to the 
average number of children 
a woman bears in her life-
time, fell to 0.79 in the third 
quarter, hitting a record 
low.
The number of babies born 
was the lowest since sta-
tistics were compiled in 
the same quarter, while 
the number of deaths was 
the highest due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

The natural decline in the 
population continued for 
35 months as the number 

of births declined and the 
number of death soared. 
According to the popula-
tion data by Statistics Korea 
on the 23rd, the number 
of newborn babies in the 
third quarter ( July-Sep-
tember) was 64,085, down 
2,466 (-3.7%) year-on-year. 
This is the lowest level 
since statistics were com-
piled in 1981.

The number of babies 
born from January to Sep-
tember was 192,223, down 
15,582 from a year ago 
(202,805). This is the first 
time since statistics were 
compiled that the number 
of newborn babies has fall-

en below 200,000.
“The number of babies 

born has been on the de-
cline as the population of 
women has been on decline 
and the number of mar-
riages has continued to 
decrease,” said Roh Hyung-
joon, head of the popula-
tion trend division at Sta-
tistics Korea. “In addition, 
the birth rate has decreased 
as the age of childbirth in-
creases and the fertility pe-
riod is shortened.”

The total fertility rate 
was 0.79, down 0.03 from 
a year ago, hitting a record 
low. In particular, the third-
quarter total fertility rate 

fell below 0.8 for the first 
time this year. The total fer-
tility rate has been below 
1.0 for 14 consecutive quar-
ters since hitting 1.02 in the 
first quarter of 2019.

Looking at the age-specif-
ic fertility rates (the num-
ber of newborn babies per 
1000 population), the fer-
tility rate of mothers aged 
below 24 was 2.5 persons, 
aged 25 to 29 was 24.3 per-
sons, aged 30 to 34 was 74.4 
persons, aged 35 to 39 was 
45.5 persons and aged 40 
or older was 4.1 persons.

Compared to the previ-
ous year, the fertility rate 
of mothers aged below 24 

decreased by 0.5 persons, 
aged 25 to 29 by 3.2 per-
sons and aged 30 to 34 by 
2.9 persons. On the other 
hand, the fertility rate of 
mothers aged 35-39 and 
over 40 increased by 0.9 
and 0.3 persons, respec-
tively.

The trend of having fewer 
children has also contin-
ued. Among babies born 
in the third quarter, 62.7% 
were the first child, up 
5.8%p from the previous 
year. On the other hand, 
the second child (30.5%) 
and the third child (6.8%) 
decreased by 4.4%p and 
1.4%p, respectively.

Nomura Holdings, a Japa-
nese financial holding com-
pany and investment bank 
said that Pakistan is now at a 
high risk of currency crises, 
The News International re-
ported citing Reuters.

Apart from Pakistan, the 
Japanese bank said that 
there were seven countries 
including Egypt, Romania, 
Sri Lanka, Turkey, the Czech 
Republic, and Hungary now 
at a high risk of currency cri-
ses. 

The Japanese bank said 
that 22 of the 32 countries 
covered by its in-house “Da-

mocles” warning system 
have seen their risk rise since 
its last update in May, with 
the largest increases in the 
Czech Republic and Brazil, 
according to The News Inter-
national. 

“This is the highest total 
score since July 1999 and 
not too far from the peak of 
2,692 during the height of the 
Asian crisis,” Nomura econ-
omists said, calling it “an 
ominous warning sign of the 
growing broad-based risk in 
EM currencies”.

Currently, Pakistan’s cost 
of insuring exposure to five-
year sovereign debt rose by 
1,224 basis points over the 

weekend, hitting the highest-
ever level of 92.53 per cent.

After the local beverage 
showed the data on Monday, 
the analysts said that the 
country’s sovereign dollar 
bonds would remain vulner-
able until the political stand-
off between the government 
and the main opposition par-
ty of former prime minister 
Imran Khan is settled.

Pakistan’s economic condi-
tions are far worse these days 
due to political uncertainty. 

On Monday, in the inter-
bank market, Pakistan’s 
rupee maintained its down-
ward trend against the US 
dollar, falling by 0.22 per 

cent, Business Recorder re-
ported. As per the State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP), the rupee 
closed at 223.66 after a de-
cline of 0.49. In the last seven 
trading sessions, the cur-
rency has lost Rs 2.24 or 1 per 
cent against the greenback.

Pakistan’s total debt and li-
abilities spiked by Pakistani 
Rupees (Rs) 12 trillion or 23.7 
per cent in the first quarter 
of the current fiscal year, the 
loan tranche from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund 
and the devaluation of the 
rupee pushed the numbers 
up significantly, The News 
International reported citing 
analysts. 

DECLINE IN POPULATION

ECONOMIC UNCERTAINITY
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The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and the US 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) on 
Wednesday (local time) said 
that measles immunization 
had dropped significantly 
since the coronavirus pan-
demic began, resulting in a 
record high of nearly 40 mil-
lion children missing a vac-
cine dose last year.

“There is now an imminent 
threat of measles spreading to 
different regions around the 
world as COVID-19 has led 
to a steady decline in vaccina-
tion coverage and weakened 
surveillance of the disease,” 

said WHO and CDC in a 
joint report. Measles is one of 
the most contagious human 
viruses and is almost entirely 
preventable through vaccina-
tion. However, it requires 95 
per cent vaccination cover-
age to prevent community 
outbreaks. “A record high of 
nearly 40 million children 
missed a measles vaccine 
dose in 2021,” read the joint 
report.

The WHO has already re-
corded an increase in large 
disruptive outbreaks since 
early 2022, going from 19 
to nearly 30 by September, 
WHO’s measles chief Pat-
rick O’Connor said, adding he 
was particularly concerned 
about parts of sub-Saharan 

Africa, reported US Today.
Millions of children were 

now susceptible to measles, 
among the world’s most con-
tagious diseases. In 2021, of-
ficials said there were about 
nine million measles infec-
tions and 128,000 deaths 
worldwide. The WHO and 
CDC said continued drops 
in vaccination, weak disease 
surveillance and delayed 
response plans due to COV-
ID-19, and ongoing outbreaks 
in more than 20 countries, 
mean that “measles is an im-
minent threat in every region 
of the world.”

More than 95 per cent of 
measles deaths occur in de-
veloping countries, mostly in 
Africa and Asia. 

FALL IN IMMUNIZATION

MEASLES BECOMES ‘AN IMMINENT GLOBAL 
THREAT’ DUE TO COVID PANDEMIC: WHO
TDG NETWORK
GENEVA

The Chinese mainland reported 3,927 new locally transmitted 
Covid-19 cases.

Party leader Xi Jinping no longer feels any obligation to gesture 
toward gender equality.

IMF ASKS CHINA TO BOOST VACCINATIONS, 
RECALIBRATE COVID STRATEGY
WASHINGTON: The International Monitory Fund (IMF) 
has asked China to ramp up its COVID-19 vaccinations 
while stressing the need to recalibrate the strategy to 
deal with the virus to address challenges arising from 
the property sector, and slowing global demand. This 
recommendation came after an annual review of Chi-
na’s economic policies which saw virtual discussions 
between the IMF and several senior policy officials on 
reform progress and challenges, and policy responses. 
IMF noted China weathered the initial impact of the 
pandemic. However, China’s growth has since slowed 
and remains under pressure amid recurring COVID 
outbreaks, deep challenges in the property sector, and 
slowing global demand. “Under the zero-COVID strat-
egy, China weathered the initial impact of the pandemic 
well, allowing the economy to recover swiftly from the 
early-2020 lockdowns and to expand the global supply 
of medical goods and durable goods significantly at a 
critical time for the global economy. However, China’s 
growth has since slowed and remains under pressure 
amid recurring COVID outbreaks, deep challenges in 
the property sector, and slowing global demand,” said 
IMF’s First Deputy Managing Director, Gita Gopinath. 
“Although the zero-COVID strategy has become nimbler 
over time, the combination of more contagious COVID 
variants and persistent gaps in vaccinations have led 
to the need for more frequent lockdowns, weighing 
on consumption and private investment, including in 
housing,” she added. According to the global lender, 
the regulatory tightening in the property sector, while 
well-intended to rein in high leverage, has added to se-
vere financial strains for developers, leading to a rapid 
slowdown in housing sales and investment, along with 
a sharp decline in local government land sale revenues. 
This slight rebuke of China’s covid policy comes as the 
country’s growth is projected at 3.2 per cent for 2022, 
increasing to 4.4 per cent in 2023 and 2024, under the 
assumption that the current zero-COVID strategy will 
be gradually and safely lifted in the second half of 2023.  
COVID outbreaks and lockdowns and ongoing chal-
lenges in the property sector remain key risks. 
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Indian Air 
Force (IAF) 
aircraft will 

continue 
their 

operations 
unabated 
to sustain 

the ground 
forces 
on the 

frontlines 
during 

winter, on 
Wednesday.

ON THE FRONTLINE 

#RICHACHADHA

RICHA CHADHA APOLOGISES AFTER 
BEING TROLLED OVER “GALWAN “ 
TWEET 
Bollywood actor Richa Chadha on Thursday issued 
an apology statement through a tweet after being 
slammed on social media for posting a tweet on the 
2020 Galwan clash, in which several Indian Army sol-
diers died. 
#RichaChadha took over the top trends on Twitter on 
Thursday.

Earlier on Wednesday, Richa had reacted to Northern 
Army Commander Lt. General Upendra Dwivedi’s state-
ment that the Indian Army is ready to execute orders 
like taking back Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). 
Sharing a post on the statement, Richa took to her Twit-
ter handle and wrote, “Galwan says hi.”

As soon as she tweeted this, all hell broke loose on 
social media, and people started to slam her for alleg-
edly insulting the army by talking about the 2020 clash 
between India and China.

“It took me 
a while to 
understand 
my own self 
and how to 
channelise 
my voice.”

— YAMI GAUTAM

BRAIN-PICKING 

Actor, on her acting journey. 

 MARTYRDOM DAY 

EVERYTHING TO KNOW ABOUT 
GURU TEGH BAHADUR

TDG NETWORK
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The second Sikh martyr and ninth Sikh guru, Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur, devoted his life to uphold human rights and serve his 
faith. Worshipers commemorate Guru Tegh Bahadur’s mar-
tyrdom day every year on 24 November.

The day of Guru Tegh Bahadur’s martyrdom is often referred 
to as Shaheedi Diwas. Gobind Singh, the eleventh Guru, was 
his biological son. His execution and cremation sites in Delhi, 
Gurudwara Sis Ganj Sahib and Gurudwara Rakab Ganj Sahib, 
later became Sikh sacred places. At birth, his name was Tyaga 
Mal. He also learned Gurmukhi, Hindi, and Sanskrit from a re-
spected Sikh scholar. In Bakala, Guru Tegh Bahadur spent the 
majority of his time in meditation. The sudden passing of Guru 
Harkrishan left the Sikhs wondering who would be the next 
Sikh guru. When Guru Har Krishan was asked who would 
succeed him as he was on his deathbed, it is said that he simply 
stated, “Baba” and “Bakala.” This indicated that the next Guru 
will be from Bakala. People were forced to alter their religions 
while Aurangzeb was the Mughal Emperor. Many people 
weren’t pleased with this and turned to Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji 
for assistance. “If you succeed in converting my religion, other 
people will also follow me,” the 9th Guru of the Sikhs chided 
the King. Aurangzeb made numerous attempts, but to no avail. 
Enraged, he then ordered Guru Tegh Bahadur’s beheading. 
Guru Tegh Bahadur was ruthlessly killed in Chandni Chowk, 
Delhi, on 24 November 1675.

The purpose of commemorating Guru Tegh Bahadur’s Mar-
tyrdom Day is to honour and respect the sacrifice made by the 
ninth Sikh Guru while preserving people’s religious feelings. 

Guru Tegh Bahadur 
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SENSATION 

The dance challenge 
made with BTS’ new 
song “Run BTS” 

is currently gaining huge 
popularity on the short-
form platform TikTok, their 
agency BigHit Music said on 
Wednesday.

“Run BTS” is a side track 
from BTS’ anthology album 
“Proof,” which was released 
in June, and it was performed 
for the first time at the Busan 
concert. BTS started the 
dance challenge after they 
released their choreography 
video on November 13.

According to Big Hit Mu-
sic, the number of content 
created using “Run BTS” 
on TikTok has increased by 
about 200,000 videos in 
10 days since November 13, 

surpassing 650,000 content. 
Contents using the hashtag 
“#RunBTS” hit 3.9 billion 
views, up by 500 million 
over the same period.

Various artists, such as 
Yeonjun from Tomorrow X 

Together, Hoshi from Seven-
teen, Lee Seo-yeon from Fro-
mis_9, Le Sserafim, Jungwon 
and Ni-ki from Enhypen, and 
Min-ji and Hye-rin from 
NewJeans, have participated 
in the dance challenge.

In addition, dancer Aiki 
and Japanese actor Yamashi-
ta Koki have participated in 
the challenge. With the pop-
ularity of the challenge, “Run 
BTS” re-entered several US 
Billboard charts.

‘RUN BTS’ DANCE CHALLENGE 
CLOCKS 3.9 BILLION VIEWS

Scentopia, the 'it' travel destination 
ONE-OF-A-KIND 

Singapore, one of the best destinations 
not just for Indians, but for travelling 
enthusiasts the world over, has an-
other feather in its cap. “Scentopia,” 
Asia’s only perfumery, is now fully 
geared up to welcome travellers from 
the Indian subcontinent.

Scentopia is the latest tourist attrac-
tion at Siloso Beach, Sentosa, Singa-
pore. Scentopia, a unique experiential 
perfume-making destination, is the 
new place that travellers from all over 
can look up to, for a refreshing experi-
ence, while travelling solo, in families, 
or as corporate groups.

Speaking about Scentopia and what 
it could hold for travellers from the 
Indian Subcontinent, Prachi Saini 
Garg, Director of the Company, said, 
“Scentopia , as a one-of-a-kind in 
Asia, has been conceptualised and 

created to focus on Singapore’s unique 
floral heritage, and use the heritage to 
help travel enthusiasts create their 
signature perfumes, unique to their 
personalities. The whole experience 
is created with the best of perfume-
making innovation: a fully digitised 
and touchless perfume-making bar 
will churn out customised perfumes, 

as per the person’s choice. The per-
fumery is also augmented reality en-
abled, with 300+ free-to-use artworks 
in the metaverse.”

As a fledgling experiential market-
ing destination, Scentopia aims to 
educate its guests on the spectacular 
journey of Singapore’s floral heri-
tage—its transition from just a port 
city, to a place for botanical explora-
tion through fun and a host of interac-
tive activities.

“Through the day, and all around 
the year, there will be four free inter-
active tours of Scentopia, each lasting 
about 15 minutes. The exhibition that 
the tour runs through will be a combi-
nation of more than 300 Augmented 
Reality (AR)-enabled artworks. Apart 
from this, there will also be a state-
of-the-art digital contactless perfum-
ery where guests can craft perfumes 
unique to their personalities. 

Woman examining various scents.

Tourists enjoy amid maple trees at Nishat Garden, in Srinagar.
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COUPLES THRONG KASHMIR FOR PRE-WEDDING SHOOTS
AUTUMN

The Kashmir Valley’s 
blazing autumn shade 
has drawn young couples 
from across the country to 
capture a pre-wedding liv-
ing memory. Kashmir has 
been witnessing unending 
tourist footfall this year 
from across the country as 
peace and normality have 
overtaken the turmoil of 
decades. Under the blazing 
leaves of Chinar trees in the 
Mughal-era built gardens 
of Nishat and Shalimar, 
dozens of couples from dif-
ferent states have arrived for 
pre-wedding shoots.

Usually, tourists throng 
these gardens during the 
summer to cool off under 
the shades of green chinar 
leaves, but now the blazing 
autumn leaves are a new 

attraction among couples, 
filmmakers, and travel en-
thusiasts. This has opened 
up livelihood opportunities 
for young videographers 
and photographers who are 
being hired by these couples 
to frame their lifelong mem-
ories. Many of these young 
couples have been influ-
enced by the romantic Bol-
lywood blockbuster movies 
but would find it expensive 
to go to European countries 

for shooting.
“I had seen such places in 

movies where actors would 
sing, but going to foreign 
countries was not possible 
as yet. So, I heard about 
Kashmir’s autumn from 
friends and then researched 
it on social media. And im-
mediately, my fiancee and I 
decided to come to Kashmir 
for shooting,” said Avinash, 
who came with his fiancee 
from Bengaluru.

“We were enthralled by 
the mesmerising beauty of 
these gardens and gave it a 
go on the first look,” he said.

Avinash said that peace 
and tranquilly in Kash-
mir have created a positive 
perception among people 
across the country, which is 
attracting them to come and 
visit heaven on earth.

Another couple who came 
from Kolkata said that they 
had planned their pre-wed-

ding shoots in the North 
East and Goa, but after 
seeing blazing autumn pic-
tures, they cancelled them 
for Kashmir.

“We had planned to shoot 
in Goa, but then I saw pic-
tures on social media about 
the beautiful autumn, 
which compelled us to ar-
rive here,” said the couple 
from Kolkata.

The arrival of tourists to 
the valley has increased 
manifold since last year. 
Officials said that about 
1.60 crore tourists visited 
Kashmir since the Covid 
lockdown was lifted.

Floriculture and tourism 
officers have made it easier 
for visitors and shooters to 
arrive by launching conve-
nient online permissions to 
Mughal Gardens and Dachi-
gam National Park.

J-K Tourism Secretary 
Sarmad Hafeez said the 
tourist footfall has not 
stopped even after the sum-
mer season.

“From a normal tourist 
destination, Kashmir is now 
becoming a pre-wedding 
and post-wedding shooting 
spot. People now arrive for 
such life-cherishing memo-
ries, and the autumn sea-
son is the hallmark for it,” 
Hafeez said.

Th e  sh o o t i n gs  h ave 
opened up new livelihood 
opportunities for videogra-
phers and photographers.

“Couples are hiring us for 
shoots for their pre-wed-
ding or post-wedding cer-
emonies. The autumn sea-
son has become spring for 
our livelihood,” said Umar 
Hakeem, a young videog-
rapher.                      
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FIVE UNIQUE HOTELS AROUND THE 
WORLD 
There are many unusual and eccentric hotels around 
the world, from sleeping in an old lighthouse to rent-
ing a library book shelf. To compile a list of the most 
unique hotels in the world, we looked at everything 
from ice hotels to treehouse lodgings in the rainforest.

STAY IN JAIL
Take a moment to picture yourself spending the 
night in your own jail cell. Your inmate trip is up 
to you at the HI Jail Hostel in Ottawa. You have 

a choice of sleeping in a dormitory with other “prison-
ers” or selecting a private cell. You’ll be welcomed each 
morning with breakfast, a free tour of the jail, and, of 
course, your freedom! You need to spend about $23 per 
night on dorm accommodations.

SLEEP IN A BUBBLE 
This is one of the most unusual hotel rooms 
ever. These charming bubble domes are 
tucked away in Northern Ireland’s lush for-

est and provide visitors with a genuine haven. On a clear 
night, the transparent walls provide an uninterrupted 
180° view of the trees and the sky, which previous visi-
tors have described as phenomenal. Think about the 
stargazing! Prices begin at around $275 per night.

WALK IN THE DREAM LAND 
Designed by architect Javier Sanosiain, this 
serpent-like structure that snakes through 
the jungle outside of Mexico City is made up of 

ten different houses. The price per night for this original 
and eccentric AirBnB is roughly $250.

STAY UNDERWATER 
The ultimate vacation extravagance is the 
underwater room at Manta Resort. Guests 
get access to both an above-water living area 

on a private floating island as well as a fully submerged 
bedroom. It can only be reached by speedboat. And who 
requires snorkeling? Fish and other wildlife frequently 
swim up to the bedroom’s windows! It’s a fantastical 
and enduring experience. Starting prices are $1,700/n.

THE CONRAD 
Millionaires and lottery winners alike won’t 
have any trouble wasting their money on this 
opulent stay. The Muraka suite at the Conrad 

Hotel in the Maldives raises the bar for underwater 
hotel suites. In addition to having its own chef, butler, 
and trainer, the underwater glass suite gives visi-
tors the impression that they are sleeping in a private 
aquarium thanks to its 180-degree views. The Muraka 
suite’s rates begin at $50,000/n.

— SIMRAN SINGH

Hi Jail Hostel

TEACHINGS
n  “For whom praise and dispraise are the same, and 

on whom greed and attachment have no effect. Con-
sider him only enlightened whom pain and pleasure 
do not entrap. Consider such a person saved.”   

n  “He has given you your body and wealth, but you are 
not in love with Him. Says Nanak, you are insane! 
Why do you now shake and tremble so helplessly?”  

 n  “Give up pride and attachment to mammon, and de-
vote your heart to the worship of God. Saint Nanak, 
this is the way to salvation - through the teachings of 
the Guru find it.” 
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IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has hailed the new bill as balanced and designed to encourage growth in the country. 

Source: Indian Express

digital services

2022 DPDP DRAFT BIll: 
PRoTEcTIng PERSonAl 
DIgITAl DATA?

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technol-
ogy (MeitY) recently released the draft of the Digital 
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Bill 2022 by inviting 

public comments and consultations on the provisions of the 
updated bill. The draft bill aims to delineate the provision of 
personal data protection in the country in line with the in-
creasing relevance of digital processes and tools in everyday 
life. From private companies (domestic and international) to 
state and Union governments, the use of digital technologies 
is increasingly becoming the mainstay of interaction with the 
public. 

The availability of digital devices, primarily smartphones 
at low rates and the government’s push to take the internet to 

every nook and corner of the country, has effectively created 
a situation where access to online services has overtaken ac-
cess to any other form of service or goods. Moreover, when 
digital service providers are no longer limited to domestic 
entities only, the need for regulation of private businesses 
and governments’ engagement with citizens and their data 
is becoming more important. The draft DPDP Bill aims to fill 
the gap between existing legislation and the need for regula-
tion of entities dealing with large amounts of personal data 
of individuals. 

The Bill comes on the back of an earlier draft of the data 
protection bill, Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, which 
the government withdrew from the lok Sabha in August 
2022. This had been under review by the joint committee of 
the parliament which called for more than 80 amendments 
and at least a dozen recommendations. We take a look at the 
key provisions of the new bill, its relevance for India’s digital 
economy, and what it means for individuals and those using 
the personal data of individuals. 

existing Provisions for Personal data Protection

Provisions of the 2022 Bill

According to a report pub-
lished in July 2022 by the 
Internet and Mobile Asso-
ciation of India (IAMAI), 
India has around 69.2 crore 
active internet users – 35.1 
crore from rural India and 
34.1 crore from urban In-
dia – with a projected in-
crease in internet users to 
90 crore by 2025. The ex-
panding scope and scale of 
internet usage and digital 
transactions call for better 
regulation and protective 
measures with user inter-
ests at the forefront. Exist-
ing laws and regulations 
in India lack the required 
framework to deal with 
the massive scale of online 
transactions and data stor-
age by different agencies, a 

large number of which are 
based outside the country. 
low digital literacy levels 
coupled with the expo-
nential rise in instances of 
cyber crime has made us-
ers vulnerable to targeted 
abuse and misuse of their 
personal data. 

Existing laws regulating 
the online framework of 
the country include the In-
formation Technology (IT) 
Act 2008, with certain pro-
visions relating to personal 
data privacy and protec-
tion. The IT Act primarily 
deals with information se-
curity, not data protection. 
It regulates limited aspects 
of personal data use on 
IT networks within India 
and lacks a comprehen-

sive framework of rules 
or regulations needed to 
protect personal data pro-
cessing or transfers. other 
laws that include provi-
sions to protect individual 
citizens from cyber crime 
include the Indian Penal 
code, 1860 (dealing only 
with cyber crime). Secto-
ral regulators overseeing 
activities of private entities 
include the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI), Insurance 
and Regulatory Develop-
ment Authority of India, 
Pension Fund Regulatory 
and Development Author-
ity (PFRDA), and Securities 
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI), amongst other 
sector-specific regulations 

Barring sector-specific 

regulators and some IT 
firms, other major digital 
platforms such as social 
media giants Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram, 
and e-commerce platforms 
such as Amazon and Flip-
kart, which store and use 
personal data of citizens 
ranging from names, phone 
numbers, and email IDs to 
financial details largely re-
main out of reach of the law.  

government agencies are 
also increasingly becoming 
giant storehouses of per-
sonal data with the increas-
ing use of e-governance and 
digitisation of transactions. 
There is an obvious need 
for adequate regulation to 
ensure the protection of 
citizens’ sensitive data.

The draft bill changes the contours of citizen engagement 
with a data fiduciary. A data fiduciary is any entity that asks 
for, stores, and uses personal data in digital format. The Bill 
is based on seven core principles of personal data protection: 

• Lawful and transparent usage of personal data
• Usage only for the purpose collected
• Data minimisation
• Data accuracy in collection
• Fixed duration of storing data
• Reasonable safeguards to protect stored data
• Accountability in data processing. 
The Bill aims to extend the fundamental right of privacy to 

citizens in the digital realm, ensuring that any personal data 
extracted by data fiduciaries from an individual, referred to 
as the data principal, is collected, stored, processed, and used 
in a manner that is legal, done with explicit consent of data 
owner, and has adequate protections. 

It clarifies the need for individuals to know items of personal 

data collected and the purpose it will be used for, apart from 
the scope for further processing and usage. The Bill also gives 
individuals the right to withdraw consent from a data fiduci-
ary. According to the Bill, personal data includes potentially 
sensitive information such as phone numbers, addresses, 
religious beliefs, political opinions, financial records etc. 

companies are known to use the data of individuals col-
lected during routine browsing and online usage for purposes 
other than originally intended. There have been instances 
where the original collector of data has sold it to third parties 
without explicit or implicit consent of the owner. Moreover, 
weak data protection measures by data fiduciaries have left 
channels open where  individuals are at risk of exploitation 
by cyber criminals if the data is stolen or leaked. The Bill ad-
dresses these concerns by providing for rules and regulations 
to data fiduciaries in the maintenance and storage of data and 
codifies the responsibilities and liabilities of the data fiduciar-
ies to hold them accountable. 

Damini mehta
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Digitization has increased accessibility of data of a large set of consumers in India. 
Source: IDR Online

Through the bill, the government’s aim is to protect ‘Digital Nagriks’ in the country.

Source: Press Information Bureau

India witnessed a massive data breach of its Aadhaar database, exposing over a billion IDs of Indian citizens in 2018. 

Source: Business Standard

statistically speaking

Contributing reports by Shubhangi Jain, Meherein Singh 
Kalsey and Aditi Agrawal, Researchers at Polstrat.

In the past few years, India has witnessed several data 
breaches, ranging from minor incidents to mass leakages. 
In 2021, in the case of one of the minor breaches, COVID-19 
Tests Results of 1,500 Indians were leaked online whereas 
during the 2018 Aadhaar data breach, records of more than 
110 crore Indian citizens were compromised as criminals al-
legedly sold access to data at the rate of 500 rupees for 10 
minutes. In a 2019 JustDial Data Breach, data of 10 Crore 
users was compromised whereas credit card details of 10 
lakh people were put for sale during the 2021 Domino’s In-
dia data breach. 

The above instances clearly point towards the need for a 
comprehensive personal data protection bill that holds data 
fiduciaries accountable for collecting and maintaining sen-
sitive personal data. While the proposed law addresses the 
current gaps in legislation, some provisions of the law that 

leave more power in the hands of the executive are question-
able given the government’s own role as a major data fidu-
ciary. Wider public consultation should help address the 
loopholes and help build a robust framework of personal 
data protection in the country with individual concerns and 
fundamental right to privacy as the pivot of personal data 
protection laws. 

Need to Address LoophoLes iN the New BiLL

New ANd oLd provisioNs for seNsitive dAtA

CAutioNAry Note: iNAdequAte proteCtioNs?

The 2022 bill leaves it in the hands of the central government to formulate detailed provisions of the law, earmark ‘Signifi-
cant Data Fiduciaries’ – entities dealing with high volume of personal data, exempt private entities from application of the 
bill purportedly for the benefit of domestic startups and exemption of government agencies on grounds of national security. 

It imposes heavy penalties on businesses that undergo data breaches or fail to notify users in event of breaches. Data fiduciar-
ies failing to take “reasonable security safeguards” to prevent personal data breaches may be fined as high as Rs 250 crores.

While the draft digital personal data protection bill intends to provide measures to safeguard citizens against misuse of their 
personal data, experts caution that the bill has introduced significant dilutions in regulatory provisions especially when it 
comes to central government’s powers. The bill opens doors for the executive to decide which private entities and government 
bodies will be exempt from the regulatory provisions. 

The bill adds an additional layer of protection for minors, requiring consent from the parents or the guardian to access the 
data. It also opens doors for post-mortem privacy allowing data principals to nominate another individual to manage their 
data in case of death or incapacity.

In an environment where e-governance and digitisation of government-citizen interface is becoming the norm rather than 
the exemption, government entities are emerging as data fiduciaries in their own right, storing and using large amounts of 
personal data of individuals. With the central government acting as both the data fiduciary and the enforcer of law, there will 
be limited scope for transparency in personal data protection. 

The previous draft provided for setting up the Data Protection Authority with a wider remit, and oversight over cross-border 
data flows and data audits, issuing codes of practice, research and awareness building, among other things. The current bill, on 
the other hand, provisions setting up a Data Protection Board as the regulator. The board’s role will be limited to enforcement 
and penalties, with other aspects of implementing the law left entirely up to the central government and not the specialised 
regulator. Moreover, the central government will have much more control over appointing members to the board, unlike the 
2019 bill which set the stage for an independent regulatory body. 

The bill addresses another key stakeholder concern relating to cross-border storage and transfer of data. The provisions of 
the previous draft which called for domestic storage of all data of Indians were considered too stringent, especially for smaller 
firms. The bill no longer mandates local storage of data but also does not allow the free flow of information outside the country. 
Provisions and limitations imposed on moving data out of the country are regulated by the central government and businesses 
can only transfer data to countries notified by the Indian government. According to experts, the proposed law’s data localisa-
tion provisions are now more in line with Europe’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), one of the most notable data 
protection laws in the world. Demand for a more lenient framework in data localisation has been a key point of contention.
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Looking forward to taking 
on NZ pacers in their home 
conditions: Shikhar Dhawan 

Indian stand-in skipper Shi-
khar Dhawan said on Thurs-
day that his side is looking 
forward to taking on New 
Zealand’s pace attack in their 
home conditions.

India will kick off the ODI 
series against New Zealand 
with the first ODI at Eden 
Park, Auckland on Friday. 
Opener Shikhar Dhawan will 
be leading the side in absence 
of other seniors like Virat 
Kohli, Rohit Sharma and KL 
Rahul. Men in Blue had won 
the rain-affected three-match 
T20I series by 1-0. “They have 
been a good side, a consistent 
one. They have got a great pace 
attack and we look forward to 
taking that challenge in these 
conditions and batting well. 
Boys did well in T20Is and we 
want to carry that momentum 
in ODIs,” said Dhawan in a 
press conference ahead of 
the match.

On motivating himself to 
play in ODIs, which is the 
only format he plays as of now, 
Dhawan said that he sees huge 
gaps between ODI series as a 
blessing.

“I get more off time and am 
able to stay more fresh and 
stronger. When I was playing 
all the formats, It was a lot of 
cricket. I make sure that I keep 
myself in that groove. When 
I enter the team, I make sure 

that I keep up with the pace of 
the team, otherwise, I will be 
left behind,” he added.

On facing competition 
from KL Rahul in ODIs as an 
opener, Dhawan said that it 
gives him the hunger to keep 
performing well. Questioned 
about players having to wait 
long to get regular chances on 
the field, something Dhawan 
himself experienced earlier 
in his career, the left-hander 
said that everyone faces these 
situations.

“It is great for the team, 
because it has so many great 
players. Communication on 
part of coach and captain is the 
key in such a situation. Players 
get clarity that why they are 
not being played. When such 
transparency is there, players 
understand that this all is for 

a bigger interest, the interest 
of the team,” he added.

This statement comes when 
many fans on internet have 
voiced out criticism and an-
ger after Sanju Samson did not 
get to feature in T20I series 
against the Kiwis.

The ODI leg of the NZ tour 
will be held from 25-30 No-
vember. New Zealand will re-
turn to India for a white-ball 
series in January next year.

India’s squad for New Zea-
land ODIs: Shikhar Dhawan 
(C), Shubman Gill, Deepak 
Hooda, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Shreyas Iyer, Rishabh Pant 
(VC and WK), Sanju Samson 
(WK), Washington Sundar, 
Shardul Thakur, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Kuldeep Yadav, Arsh-
deep Singh, Deepak Chahar 
and Umran Malik. 

Indian stand-in skipper Shikhar Dhawan 

FIFA WC

MICHY BATSHUAYI’S BRACE HELPS 
BELGIUM DEFEAT CANADA 1-0

Michy Batshuayi 
scored the only 
goal of the game 

as Belgium overpowered 
Canada 1-0 in a Group F 
match of the ongoing FIFA 
Qatar World Cup 2022 at 
the Ahmed bin Ali Sta-
dium.

Belgium survived an 
early scare as Thibaut 
Courtois denied Cana-
da’s Alphonso Davies 
from the spot in a Group 
F clash. As the match 
started, Thibaut Cour-
tois denied Alphonso 
Davies a goal from the 
spot as Belgium survived 
the early scare. It was 
tremendous save from 
the Real Madrid star.

In 10 minutes, a Taylor 
Buchanan strike hit the 
arm of Yannick Carras-
co in the area, giving 
Canada a wonderful 
chance to take the lead, 
but Davies’ weak effort 
was saved by Thibaut 
Courtois.

A shaky start from 
Belgium but Canada 
somehow manage not 
to score. Courtois went 
above and beyond with 
his class as the goal-
keeper straightforward-
ly saved the goal another 

time.
The North American 

team maintained their 
lead in the first half, 
despite an old Belgian 
backline cracking in the 
face of surges of attack, 
but they fell behind af-
ter 44 minutes.

Belgium scored the 
first goal of the match in 
the 43rd minute. Michy 
Batshuayi gave Belgium 
1-0 lead against Cana-
da’s resilient defence. 
Canada had plenty of 
chances, including a 
penalty, but they haven’t 
found the back of the 
net. Belgium head into 
the break leading Cana-
da 1-0. Michy Batshuayi 
scored against the run-
of-play after Belgium 
were on the back foot for 
the majority of the half.

The Canada defence 
failed to cope with a 
Toby Alderweireld kick 
upfield, and Batshuayi 
took full advantage, 
bringing the ball down 
in the area with one 
touch before slamming 
his second forcefully 
into the back of the net.

Belgium were on the 
back foot for most of 
the match, but Batsh-
uayi’s score against 
Canada gave them a  
hard-fought win. 
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SHOCKING DEFEAT

Former England football 
star Wayne Rooney la-
belled Germany’s play in 
the second half as com-
placent to which Japan took 
advantage and prevailed 
over them on Wednesday.
The former Manchester 
United player was speaking 
on Viacom18 Sports’ FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 pre-
sentation and talked about 
the shock defeat of Germa-
ny to Japan. Rooney stated 
the Japanese team was re-
lentless in the second half 
and were a constant threat 
to Germany.
“Yeah, I didn’t see that re-

sult coming. In the second 
half, fair play to Japan - they 
stayed in the game and 
were constantly a threat 
on the break. I think just 
before they scored the 
first goal actually when 
you have ‘X’ players talk-
ing about teams or players 
getting complacent. I think 
there were moments when 
the ball went down to chal-
lenge and you get a bit com-
placent, a bit arrogant and 
showing off a little bit and 
then you lose your concen-
tration. Maybe that’s what 
happened to Germany and 
Japan are a very humble 
country, they took advan-
tage of that and in the end 
deserved the win,” said 

Rooney. Former Portugal 
player Luis Figo also spoke 
about how the result of the 
game surprised him.
“Well, for me it was a sur-
prise after the first forty-

five minutes because I 
think they performed well. 
I think the changes didn’t 
bring anything positive for 
Germany and the changes 
in the Japan squad totally 

changed the dynamic of 
the team. It’s just like Ar-
gentina - you lose the first 
game and now you’re un-
der pressure,” stated Figo.
Earlier, Japan made a scin-
tillating comeback to cre-
ate a massive upset against 
Germany, defeating the 
four-time champions 2-1 
in the group E match of 
the FIFA World Cup at 
the Khalifa International 
Stadium on Wednesday.
Germany were leading at 
the end of the first half but 
Japan scaled up their game 
in the second half, scoring 
in the 75th minute through 
Ritsu Doan and in the 83rd 
minute through Takuma 
Asano.

PINNING HOPE

BIG BLOW

Recently, India gave opportu-
nities to many wicketkeepers. 
Team India has high hopes 
from Rishabh Pant, Sanju 
Samson and Ishan Kishan but 
none of them have been able 
to live upto expectations in the 
shorter format of the game. 
In my opinion team manage-
ment should continue to have 
confidence in these players. 
Pant has recently been experi-
mented in different positions 
but he has not been able to 
deliver in any of these posi-
tions. He has been given many 
chances. Team management 
should think seriously about 
him especially in the T-20 for-
mat. I still feel he can be the 
X-factor in T20 format but he 
doesn’t have that clarity in his 
batting which can be seen in 
Suryakumar Yadav and other 

players.
By the way, Ishan Kishan has 
also got many opportunities 
but he hasn’t been able to 
capitalise on them. I also be-
lieve that it is not easy to score 
runs consistently in T20 for-
mat but the innings should 
be such that it can play an im-
portant role in the team’s vic-
tory. It is also true that in this 
format the ball is not with the 
wicketkeeper for long dura-
tion like other formats so the 

value of the wicketkeeper is 
decreasing. In the coming sea-
son there are lot of ODI and 
T20 matches and Rishabh 
Pant should be given chance 
since he owns sporting skills 
and in the coming time his 
importance could increase as 
he gives balance to the team.
If we think a little ahead, then 
Jagadeesan and Jitesh Sharma 
could also be tried as both of 
them have done very well in 
domestic format. IPL and do-

mestic cricket are the basis for 
selection in the national team. 
Today times have changed 
especially in T20 cricket 
wicketkeeper’s batting skills 
are given more importance 
compared to wicket-keeping 
abilities. Keeping is anyway 
imperative but good batting 
skill is must. 

The writer is a former In-
dian wicket-keeper batsman 
and selector. 

TEAM INDIA SHOULD HAVE FAITH IN RISHABH PANT

Rishabh Pant
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TDG NETWORK
AUCKLAND

Guptill is not retired, still motivated to play 
and get better: NZ skipper Williamson

Ahead of his team’s first ODI 
against India, New Zealand 
skipper Kane Williamson 
said on Thursday said that 
veteran opener Martin Gup-
till has been an incredible 
player for their team and he 
is still motivated to continue 
playing and improving.

India will kick off the ODI 
series against New Zealand 
with the first ODI at Eden 
Park, Auckland on Friday. The 
Men in Blue have won the rain-
affected three-match T20I se-
ries 1-0. “I had a few chats with 
him. He has been incredible for 
New Zealand. He made the de-
cision to play in other leagues 
but is still available for New 
Zealand. He is certainly one 
of our best white ball players. 
It is just trying to strike that 
balance. We have seen that 
with other players who have 
looked at some other opportu-
nities. It is a moving landscape. 
He has not retired. He is still 
motivated to keep playing and 

getting better. As a player, you 
go through different periods, 
go through different stages. It 
is about managing it,” said Wil-
liamson in a pre-match press 
conference.

New Zealand Cricket (NZC) 
has released veteran opener 
Martin Guptill from his cen-
tral contract, announced the 
board on Wednesday.

The 36-year-old opening 
batsman has been a fixture in 
NZ white ball squads for the 
best part of 14 years but did not 
play in the recently completed 
T20 World Cup, and was not 

selected for the current T20 
and ODI series against India.

He has represented New 
Zealand in 47 Tests and has 
scored 2,586 runs at an aver-
age of 29.38. Three centuries 
and 17 fifties have come from 
his bat in this format, with the 
best score of 189.

In 198 ODIs, Guptill has 
scored 7,346 runs at an aver-
age of 41.73 in 195 innings. He 
has 18 ODI tons and 39 half-
centuries to his name, with the 
best score of 237*. Besides this, 
he has also scored 3,531 runs 
in 122 T20IS at an average of 

31.81, with two tons and 20 
fifties and the best score of 105.

Following discussions with 
NZC, it was agreed Guptill’s 
request for a release should be 
accepted, effective immediate-
ly. New Zealand’s leading T20 
run-scorer, the third-highest 
in the ODI format, and third 
on the world all-time T20 list, 
Guptill has emphasised he is 
not retiring from international 
cricket and still wishes to be 
considered for BLACKCAPS 
selection when available.

For its part, NZC has made 
it clear to him that, while he 
would remain eligible for 
selection, preference would 
continue to be given to those 
players with central or domes-
tic contracts.

On the upcoming series, Wil-
liamson said that he would 
not call it a preparation for 
the 2023 50-over World Cup, 
but the focus is rather on the 
series in hand and the brand of 
cricket his side wants to play.

Williamson said that he still 
loves playing all formats and 
changing between them.

SA pacer Glenton Stuurman 
ruled out of Oz Test series

South Africa have suffered 
a big blow ahead of their 
upcoming Test series against 
Australia with news that 
pacer Glenton Stuurman will 
miss the tour due to injury.
Stuurman suffered an ab-
dominal muscle strain while 
playing a domestic match in 
South Africa and is expected 
to be sidelined for up to six 
weeks. While the 30-year-
old has only featured in two 
Test matches for his coun-
try, it deprives South Africa 
of some valuable depth of 
their already deep fast bowl-
ing stocks, including Lungi 
Ngidi, Anrich Nortje and 
Kagiso Rabada.

Stuurman has been replaced 
in the 16-player squad by fel-
low pacer Lizaad Williams, 
with the 29-year-old right-
armer also having made two 
Test appearances earlier for 
South Africa.
The series against Australia 
will be critical to the World 
Test Championship futures 
of both sides, with the two-

Test powerhouses presently 
occupying the top two spots 
on the standings and well po-
sitioned to reach next year’s 
final at The Oval.
Australia sit on top of the 
standings and can further 
increase their lead prior to 
the South Africa series when 
they host the West Indies for 
two Test matches at the start 
of December.
South Africa Test squad: 
Dean Elgar (c), Temba Bavu-
ma, Gerald Coetzee, Theunis 
de Bruyn, Sarel Erwee, Si-
mon Harmer, Marco Jansen, 
Heinrich Klaasen, Keshav 
Maharaj, Lungi Ngidi, An-
rich Nortje, Kagiso Rabada, 
Lizaad Williams, Rassie van 
der Dussen, Kyle Verreynne 
and Khaya Zondo. 

GERMANY GOT COMPLACENT, JAPAN TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF THAT: WAYNE ROONEY
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Michy Batshuayi 

Japan’s Takuma Asano celebrates after scoring a goal during the 
match against Germany in the ongoing FIFA World Cup 2022. 

Glenton Stuurman 

Veteran opener Martin Guptill 
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GROUP H CLASH

South Korea-Uruguay play 
out goalless draw
Uruguay and South Korea 
made numerous inroads but 
failed to convert it into goals 
in Group H clash here at the 
Education City Stadium.

South Korea captain Heung-
Min Son played with a face 
mask after suffering a frac-
tured eye socket earlier this 
month, but the Tottenham 
Hotspur forward was unable 
to have much of an impact on 
the game. The Uruguay team 
went on to hit the post twice 
but failed to get past South 
Korea’s defence. The Koreans 
started the game with plenty 
of pressing in the first half. 
Heung-min Son floated one 
corner in but Uruguay cleared 
it eventually. The Asian team 
was on the charge.

In the first-half, Uruguay 

captain Diego Godin went on 
to hit the post with his header 
while Hwang Ui-jo came close 
to scoring for South Korea.

In the 34th minute, Hwang 
Ui-Jo (Korea Republic) right-
footed shot from the centre of 
the box is just a bit too high. 
Assisted by Kim Moon-Hwan 
with a cross.

In the 43rd minute, Godin 
went on to hit the left post with 
a header from the centre of the 
box. Assisted by Federico Val-
verde with a cross following a 
corner.

In the stoppage time of the 
first half, Jose Gimenez’s head-
er from the centre of the box 
misses to the right. Assisted by 
Mathias Olivera with a cross 
following a set piece situation.

Both teams have had plen-
ty of openings but failed to 
convert them into goals. The 

Spurs attacker and South 
Korean skipper Heung-min 
Son had surgery earlier this 
month after suffering a frac-
ture around his left eye in a 
collision during a Champions 
League game.

Uruguay tried to make the 
pitch really wide and put 
the ball over the backline as 
South Koreans were compact 
in their defence. South Kore-
ans too were on the front foot 
and were excellent in posses-
sion causing problems for  
Uruguay.

Darwin Nunez had a few 
attempts in front of the goal 
but went on to hit it wide in 
the 81st minute. In the 90th 
minute, FedericoValverde 
produced a powerful shot 
from distance in the 90th 
minute but could not find  
a breakthrough.

DOMINANT DISPLAY

We were exceptional: Spain coach Luis 
Enrique after win over Costa Rica

Following his team’s thumping 
7-0 win over Costa Rica, Spain 
head coach Luis Enrique said 
that his team was exceptional in 
their ball handling and finishing, with 
the same philosophy they have been 
playing with for years.

Spain thumped Costa Rica 7-0 in 
a dominant display of football in its 
opening match at the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup on Wednesday at the Al 
Thumama stadium. “When things go 
like this, football becomes a wonderful 
sport. We were exceptional in our ball 
handling and finishing, with the same 
philosophy that the national team has 
had for years. We were exceptional in 
pressing and the 17 players who took 
part were very good,” Spain head coach 
Luis Enrique was quoted as saying by 
Skysports.

“It is the national team that scores the 
most goals in all the championships we 

have been in. We may not have 
a  bench- mark player 
who scores 30 goals but we 

have  Fer-
ran, Dani 

Olmo, 

Marco 
Asensio, 
Gavi... I’ve never 
been wor- ried about 

finding 
goals,” he 

added.

Coming 
to the match, the Spanish 
team added four more goals 
to their tally, piling up the misery 
on Costa Rica, in the second half of the 
match.

Spain scored through Ferran Torres, 
Gavi, Carlos Soler and Alvaro Morata in 
the second half, stamping their author-
ity over the Central-American team.

The Spanish team replicated their 
superb performance from the first half 
as their opponents did not have any 
answer to their attacks, orchestrated 
by Sergio Busquets.

Owing to superior midfield play, 
Spain was able to create more scoring 
opportunities than Costa Rica, who 

simply were on the defence right 
from the beginning.
Talking about the first half, Costa 

Rica looked helpless against Spain in 
the Group E match at the Al Thumama 
Stadium with the Spanish team leading 
the game at 3-0 at the end of the first 
half. The 2010 World Cup champi-

ons were in charge of the 
proceedings against 
Costa Rica with 
goals from Dani 

Olmo, Marco Asensio, and 
Ferran Torres. Olmo ultimately scored 
in the 11th minute after sending his ini-
tial effort just wide in the opening min-
utes of the first half. 

Switzerland’s Breel 
E mb o l o  s c o r e d 
the a solitay goal 

against Cameroon, which 
is a country of his birth, 
in a hard-fought opening 
match of Group G of FIFA 
World Cup 2022 here at 
the Al Janoub Stadium.

Xherdan Shaqiri’s as-
sist helped Breel Embolo 
score a crucial goal in the 
48th minute of the match 
to give the Swiss team 
a 1-0 lead, which they 
maintained until the end. 
The 25-year-old Embolo 
though did not celebrate 
after scoring the goal as he 
scored against a country 
of his birth. As a six-year 
old he moved to Switzer-
land from Cameroon with 
his family.

The odds were pitted 
against Cameroon ranked 
43rd in the FIFA rankings 
as they faced their Euro-
pean opponents ranked at 
15th position.

However, this did not 
stop the African team 
from making early in-
roads into the Swiss box. 
Cameroon forwards 
rattled the Swiss defence 
as they constantly found 
possession of the ball 
and made spirited runs 
towards their opponent’s 

goalpost.
The first half was packed 

with action as the Swiss 
dominated the beginning 
10 minutes of the first half, 
making planned runs to 
the Cameroon box. But 
the spirited Cameroonian 
forwards also showcased 
their skill as they came 
tantalisingly close to scor-
ing twice in the first half.

The scoreline could have 
been different had the 
Swiss found the back of 
the net in the dying min-
utes of the first half via a 
corner.

Manuel Akanji missed 
out on a close chance of a 
good corner kick. Akanji 
needed to put the ball into 
the goal but his header 
went wide of the left post 

as the chance to score 
went begging.

Therefore, both the 
teams went into half-time 
without scoring a goal. 
Embolo’s goal proved to 
be the major difference 
between the two sides.

For Switzerland, the 
win will give them a 
huge boost ahead of their 
match against group 

G favourites Brazil on  
Monday.

There was very little to 
choose between the two 
in terms of possession 
as Switzerland had 51 
per cent while Camer-
oon had 49. The African 
nation had five shots on 
target compared to the 
European side, which had 
 only three. 

FIFA WORLD CUP 2022
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SWITZERLAND SCORES SOLITARY 
GOAL TO EDGE PAST CAMEROON

Switzerland’s captain Granit Xhaka in action during the match against Cameroon in the ongoing FIFA World Cup 2022, at Al Janoub 
Stadium, in Al-Wakrah on Thursday. 

Cristiano Ronaldo 

ACT OF FRUSTRATION

CRISTIANO RONALDO FINED, SUSPENDED FOR TWO GAMES 
Star striker and former 
Manchester United player 
Cristiano Ronaldo has been 
handed over a two-match 
ban and a fine of £50,000 
by the Football Associa-
tion (FA) for hitting mobile 
phone out of a fan’s hand in 
Everton earlier this year.

The 37-year-old is a free 
agent now after Manches-
ter United announced his 
release from the contract on 
Tuesday. Back on April 9 this 
year, he had an altercation af-
ter his team succumbed to a 
1-0 loss at Goodison Park to 
Everton. He was cautioned 
by Merseyside Police, as 
per Sky Sports. FA has also 

charged him with improper 
conduct. An independent 

panel gave him the suspen-
sion and fine.

The forward also admit-
ted that his conduct was im-

proper.
The ban will not be appli-

cable in World Cup and will 
be transferred whenever the 
star striker joins a club, no 
matter what country.

Following the incident, 
Ronaldo issued an apology 
on Instagram, saying, “It is 
never easy to deal with emo-
tions in difficult moments 
such as the one we are fac-
ing.”

“Nevertheless, we always 
have to be respectful, patient 
and set the example for all 
the youngsters who love the 
beautiful game.”

“I would like to apologise 
for my outburst and, if possi-
ble, I would like to invite this 
supporter to watch a game at 
Old Trafford as a sign of fair 

play and sportsmanship.”
Ronaldo had accepted the 

charge by FA but had re-
quested for a personal hear-
ing to avoid a suspension.

During the independent 
hearing on 8 November, 
Ronaldo claimed of having a 
“legitimate concern... for his 
own physical safety and well-
being and leaving the field of 
play” after approaching the 
tunnel where fans of Everton 
were congregating.

Rejecting his claims, the 
panel cited it was an “act 
born of frustration and an-
noyance rather than fear or 
concern for his wellbeing.”

FA’s submission that Ron-
aldo be banned for three 
games was also rejected 
 by the panel.
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South Korea’s Na Sang-ho is in action during the match against Uruguay in the ongoing FIFA World Cup 
2022, at Education City Stadium, in Al Rayyan on Thursday.
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Germany’s Ilkay Gündogan in action during the match against Ja-
pan in the ongoing FIFA World Cup 2022, at Khalifa International 
Stadium, in Doha on Wednesday. 

GROUP H ENCOUNTER 

PORTUGAL BEAT GHANA 
3-2 IN A THRILLER

Portugal captain Cristiano 
Ronaldo shrugged off his 
bitter split with Manchester 
United to claim yet another 
record as he became the first 
player to score in five World 
Cups with a penalty to help 
steer his side to a nervy 3-2 
win over Ghana on Thursday.
Ghana’s defence has man-
aged to hold Portugal’s attack 
to ensure no goal is scored in 
the first half of the Group H 
encounter played here at Sta-
dium 974.

In the fifth minute, Por-
tugal’s Otavio Edmilson da 
Silva Monteiro right footed 
shot from outside the box 
missed to the left following 
a corner. In the very next 
minute, Ruben Neves’s right-
footed shot from outside the 

box was blocked. In the 10th 
minute, Otavio’s assist helped 
Cristiano Ronaldo right footed 
shot from the centre of the box 
and was saved in the centre of 
the goal. Three minutes later 
Raphael Guerreiro’s cross fol-
lowing a corner helped Ron-
aldo’s header from the right 
side of the six-yard box missed 
to the right.

Joao Felix too made an at-
tempt but his left-footed shot 
from the centre of the box 
went high. Another attempt 
was saved by the Ghana team 
when Otavio’s right-footed 
shot from outside the box was 
stopped.

In the 42nd minute, Raphael 
Guerreiro assists to Cristiano 
Ronaldo from the left side of 
the box was blocked. Ghana’s 
defence stood tall despite nu-
merous attempts.
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LOSS TO JAPAN

WITH THIS DEFEAT, WE 
ARE UNDER PRESSURE: 
HANSI FLICK 

Following the shocking 
defeat against Japan in the 
Group E match, Germany 
manager Hansi Flick said 
that with zero points in 
their hands his team is in 
under pressure and added 
that the team had great 
chances to score in the sec-
ond half but they failed to 
convert them.

Japan made a scintillat-
ing comeback to create 
a massive upset against 
Germany, defeating the 
four-time champions 2-1 
in the group E match of 
the FIFA World Cup at 
the Khalifa International 
Stadium on Wednesday. 
“With this defeat and zero 
points, we are under pres-
sure, no question about it. 
We can only blame our-
selves. It’s a great disap-
pointment,” Hansi Flick 
was quoted as saying by 
Skysports.

“We were on the right 
path in the first half, we 
had 78 per cent possession 
and were ahead 1-0. Then 
we had good chances in 

the second half that we 
didn’t take advantage of. 
Japan were simply more 
efficient today. We made 
mistakes that we should 
never commit especially 
in a World Cup and those 
are the things that we need 
to improve on,” he added.

Germany goalkeeper 
Manuel Neuer echoed his 
coach’s thoughts and said 
that he is really frustrated 
and angry that they let 
the match slip away from 
their grasp.

“I am totally frustrated 
and angry that we let this 
game slip, it was not nec-
essary. After the break we 
no longer had this game 
flow and did not play with 
the same confidence as in 
the first half. We are now 
under pressure from the 
start. That was also the 
most important game of 
how you start in a tour-
nament but we messed it 
up,” Manuel Neuer said.

With this win, Japan has 
got to the top of the table 
in Group E which also fea-
tures Germany, Costa Rica 
and Spain. 
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