
Global footprints 

tihar Jail saGa 

Protests spread in  
Jinping’s alma mater 
Tsinghua University

‘Terrorism is vote 
bank for Congress’: 
PM Modi 

pM: india should focus on Global 
welfare durinG G20 presidency 

another video: house-keepinG 
service in Jain’s cell 

In defiance of China’s zero-
Covid policy, hundreds of 
students on Sunday pro-
tested at President Xi Jin-
ping’s alma mater, Tsinghua 
University here. 
“Protests have spread to Xi 
Jinping’s alma mater Tsing-

hua, where a student said: If 
we don’t speak up due to the 
fear of the [dark regime], I 
think our people will be dis-
appointed. As a Tsinghua 
student, I’d regret this for 
the rest of my life. The crowd 
called out don’t be scared!” 
tweeted Linda Lew, a Bloom-
berg reporter. Thousands of

In a scathing attack on the 
Congress ahead of the Guja-
rat Assembly election, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday said terrorism was at 
its peak during the Congress 
rule and the party targeted 
him instead of terrorists be-
cause of vote bank politics. 

Addressing a public meet-
ing in Kheda, PM Modi said, 

“Gujarat had long been a tar-
get of terrorism. The people 
of Gujarat were killed in 
explosions in Surat and 
Ahmedabad. Congress was 
at the Centre then, we asked 
them to target terrorism but 
they targeted me instead. 
Terrorism was at the peak 
in the country.” The Prime 
Minister said Congress con-
siders terrorism as its vote 
bank, adding that several 
other parties indulging in 
appeasement politics also 
have arisen. 
“During the Batla House 
encounter, Congress leaders 
cried in support of the terror-

ists. Even terrorism is a vote 
bank for Congress. It is not 
just Congress now, several 
such parties have risen who 
believe in politics of shortcut 
and appeasement,” he said. 
The PM said Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) government 
has been acting towards 
eliminating the menace of 
terrorism. 
“Your one vote in 2014 has 
created a lot of difference in 
killing terrorism in the coun-
try. Terrorists have to think a 
lot even before attacking our 
borders. But Congress ques-
tions our surgical strike. The 
youth of the state, aged up to 
25 years, have never seen 
what a curfew looks like. I 
have to save them from the 
bomb explosions, only BJP’s 
double-engine government 
can do this,” PM Modi added. 

The state has been a BJP 
stronghold for long and the 
party has set its sights on 
returning to power for the 
seventh term. PM Modi has 
been Gujarat’s longest-serv-
ing chief minister from 2001

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday 
said that India should focus on global good 
and welfare during its presidency, describing 
India’s G20 presidency as a great opportu-
nity. 

India will take over the G20 presidency 
on 1 December from Indonesia. Addressing 
the nation through the ‘Mann Ki Baat’ radio 

programme, he said that India has solutions 
to fight the challenges for global peace and 
sustainable development.

 “The Presidency of G-20 has arrived as a 
big opportunity for us. We have to make full 
use of this opportunity and focus on Global 
Good, world welfare. Whether it is peace or 
unity, sensitivity towards the environment, 
or sustainable development, India has solu-
tions to challenges related to these,” Modi 
said. 

The latest video that has 
emerged in a series of pur-
ported CCTV footage of Del-
hi Minister Satyendar Jain 
inside the Tihar jail, shows 
house-keeping services be-
ing provided to the jail cell 
of Aam Aadmi Party leader. 

The purported footage that 
emerged according to the 
sources on Sunday morning 
was dated 13, 15 September 
and 1 October in which the 
visuals show men sweeping 
the floor of the jail cell and 
also arranging the Minister’s 

bed. In the visuals dated 12 
September, Jain was seen in-
teracting with other people 
inside his jail cell. This is 
ostensibly the fourth CCTV 
footage that has emerged re-
lating to the jail Delhi Min-
ister. 

The first purported visuals, 
which appeared on 19 No-
vember, showed the Minister 
getting a full body massage. 
The second purported foot-
age surfaced on 23 Novem-
ber, a day after Jain’s counsel 
claimed inside the trial court 
that the Minister had lost 28 
kg of weight during his cus-
tody. In the

india, australia 
Joint Military 
exercise beGins 
today 
NEW DELHI: The 
bilateral training ex-
ercise “Austra Hind 22” 
between contingents 
of the Indian Army and 
the Australian Army is 
scheduled to take place 
at Mahajan Field Firing 
Ranges, Rajasthan from 
today.  Starting on 28 
November, the joint ex-
ercise will continue till 
11 December. Accord-
ing to the Ministry of 
Defence, this is the first 
exercise in the series 
of Austra Hind with the 
participation of all arms 
and services contin-
gent from both armies. 
The Australian Army 
contingent comprising 
soldiers from the 13th 
Brigade of the 2nd Divi-
sion has arrived at the 
exercise location. 

world’s 
Most unique 
birds facinG 
extinction
LONDON: A recent study 
found that bird species 
with uncommon or severe 
combinations of traits are 
more likely to become 
extinct. The results are 
presented in the journal 
Functional Ecology by the 
British Ecological Society. 
The most distinctive birds 
on the planet, according 
to a recent study done 
by scientists at Imperial 
College London, are also 
the most endangered. The 
loss of these species and 
their distinctive ecological 
functions, such as seed 
dispersal, pollination, and 
predation, could nega-
tively impact ecosystem 
health. 
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world with india 

cruelty 

shockinG 

Ambassadors blow conch shells to 
herald India’s G20 presidency 

Teacher drills student’s hand for 
failing to recite maths table

Techie kills 2-year-old daughter,  
says he didn’t have money to feed her

As India is set to assume the 
G20 presidency on 1 Decem-
ber, the ambassadors and 
heads of missions of G20 na-
tions on 26 November blew 
conch shells at the Swaraj 
Dweep in the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. Am-
itabh Kant, the G20 Sherpa 

of India, shared the video of 
G20 ambassadors blowing 
the conch shell in the Anda-
mans on Twitter. 

More than 40 missions 
and International Organi-
zations participated in the 
program.

While sharing the video 
on the microblogging site, 
Amitabh Kant said, “Em-
barking on our G20 Presi-

dency with the auspicious 
“Shankhnaad”. Blowing the 
Conch Shell with Ambassa-
dors & Heads of Missions of 
G20 countries at the Swaraj 
Dweep in the Andamans.” 
A special briefing of the resi-
dent heads of international 
organizations was held at 
Swaraj Dweep in Andaman 
Nicobar Islands on Saturday,

In a shocking incident, a 
teacher at a Kanpur school 
punished a student alleg-
edly by using a drilling 
machine on his hand as he 
couldn’t recite a mathemati-

cal table. 
The incident took place 

in Upper Primary School 
Mo d e l  (G ove r n m e nt ) 
school in Kanpur’s Prem 
Nagar area. The student 
sustained a minor injury 
and was given primary 
treatment. The victim Shiv 

Kumar, a resident of Sisa-
mau, is a student of class 5 
at Vivaan Upper Primary 
School, Prem Nagar here. 

He said that the accused 
named Anuj had asked 
him to recite the table, but 
when he failed, he started 
using the drilling machine 

on Shiv Kumar’s hand. An-
other student standing 
nearby removed the plug of 
the drilling machine. This 
injured his left hand. The 
student was sent home 
from school after getting 
minor treatment for his

A 45-year-old techie alleg-
edly killed his two-year-old 
daughter and claimed that 
he did not have money to 
feed his daughter, said police. 

According to the police, af-
ter killing his daughter, the 

techie attempted suicide 
by trying to drown himself, 
however, he failed, added 
the police. The dead body 
of a two-year-old child was 
found in the lake of Kendatti 
village of Kolar taluk on Sat-
urday night. 

Besides, a blue-colored 
car was also found on the 

bank of the lake, the police 
added. Suspicious of this, 
the locals informed the 
Kolar rural police station. 
A f t e r  t h e  i nv e s t i g a -
tion, the police arrest-
ed the accused for the 
murder of his daughter. 
The accused has been iden-
tified as Rahul Parmar who 

belongs to Gujarat and got 
settled in Bengaluru with 
his wife Bhavya two years 
back. 

Rahul informed the police 
that he hugged his daughter 
in the car and spent time 
with her, played with her 
then killed her as he did not 
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students on road 

run-up to polls 

Against ‘iron grip’

Hundreds gathered in Chinese cities to protest against 
the stringent Covid curbs, which include snap lockdowns, 

lengthy quarantines, and mass testing campaigns. 

Protests erupted in 
China’s Shanghai 
on Saturday night 

against Beijing’s strict Co-
vid-19 policy. Several videos 
have emerged on social me-
dia which showcased people 
chanting slogans against 
restrictions imposed by the 
Chinese government to curb 
the spread of Covid. 

Expressing anger over 
the stringent Covid policy, 
Chinese citizens took to the 
streets in large numbers. 
Hundreds of people gathered 
in downtown Shanghai, Chi-
na’s most populous city and 
financial hub, on Sunday 
afternoon to hold what ap-

peared to be a silent protest 
near where a demonstration 
against China’s zero-Covid 
policy erupted in the early 
hours.

Residents gathered on Sat-
urday night at the city’s Wul-
umuqi Road - which borrows 
its name from Urumqi - for a 
vigil that turned into a protest 
in the early hours of Sunday. 
“Lift lockdown for Urumqi, 
lift lockdown for Xinjiang, 
lift lockdown for all of Chi-
na!” the crowds in Shanghai 
shouted, according to a video 
circulated on social media. 

At one point a large group 
began shouting, “Down with 
the Chinese Communist 
Party, down with Xi Jinping, 
free Urumqi!” according to 
witnesses and videos, in a 

rare public protest against 
the Chinese leadership. 

Videos from Shanghai 
widely shared on Chinese 
social media showed crowds 
facing dozens of police and 
calling out chants including: 
“Serve the people”, “We don’t 
want health codes” and “We 
want freedom,” reported The 
Straits Times. 

Some social media users 
posted screenshots of street 
signs for Wulumuqi Road, 
both to evade censors and 
show support for protesters 
in Shanghai. Others shared 
comments or posts calling 
for all of “you brave young 
people” to be careful. Many 
included advice on what to 
do if police came or started 
arresting people during a 

protest or vigil. 
Demonstrators holding 

blank pieces of paper and 
white flowers stood silently 
at several intersections, the 
person said under condition 
of anonymity, before police 
officers eventually moved to 
clear the blocked roads.

Shanghai’s 25 million 
people were put under 
lockdown for two months 
earlier this year, an ordeal 
that provoked anger and 
protest. Chinese authori-
ties have since then sought 
to be more targeted in their 
Covid-19 curbs. But that ef-
fort has been challenged by 
a surge in infections as China 
faces its first winter with the 
highly transmissible Omi-
cron variant. 

The protests erupted after 
10 people died and nine oth-
ers were injured in an apart-
ment fire in Urumqi. 

According to a video post-
ed by DW News East Asia 
Correspondent William 
Yang on Twitter, people at 
‘Urumqi Road’ held a pro-
test against Xi Jinping-led 
Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP), chanting slogans like 
“Step down the Communist 
Party” and “the Communist 
Party, Step down. Xi Jinping, 
step down.” 

In a series of tweets regard-
ing the protests in Shang-
hai, William Yang said that 
countless people gathered 
on Urumqi Road and chant-
ed slogans, “I don’t want 
PCR test, I want freedom.” 

In another tweet, William 
Yang said, people in ‘Urumqi 
Road’ also called for ending 
the lockdown in Xinjiang.  
“Citizens chanting #Xinjiang, 
end lockdown, #Xinjiang, 
end lockdown,” Yang wrote 
on Twitter. 

Continuing the thread, he 
said that a scuffle broke out 
between people and police at 
the site of a protest in Shang-
hai. In a tweet, William Yang 
said, “Police surrounded the 
last few dozens of protesters 
at the scene in Shanghai and 
some women were report-
edly taken away.” 

“Incredible footage from 
#China’s #Shanghai, where 
countless people gathered 
at a road called “#Urumqi

‘down with xi’: Mass protests in 
china aGainst covid lockdown

‘serve the people’

   Protests erupt in Chinese cities after 10 died in Urumqi due to strict Covid curbs
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Striking a fierce remark 
at the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) for their ‘Kattar Im-
mandar’ theory, Bhartiya 
Janata Party (BJP) national 
president J.P. Nadda on 
Sunday said that the party 
claims to be honest but to-
day Satyendar Jain is in jail 
for corruption.

“AAP used to say that its 
leaders were honest, but 
today Satyendra Jain is in 
jail for corruption. They’ve 
opened a massage centre in 
Tihar Jail, and made a rap-
ist into a therapist,” said BJP 
Nadda.

The purported footage 
that emerged according 
to the sources on Sunday 
morning was dated 13 and 
15 September and 1 October 
in which the visuals show 
men sweeping the floor of 
the jail cell and also arrang-

ing the minister’s bed. In the 
visuals dated 12 September, 
Jain was seen interacting 
with other people inside his 
jail cell.

This is ostensibly the 
fourth CCTV footage that 
has emerged relating to the 
jailed Delhi minister.

The first purported visu-
als, which appeared on 19 
November, showed Jain 
getting a full body massage. 

The second purported foot-
age surfaced on 23 Novem-
ber, a day after Jain’s coun-
sel claimed inside the trial 
court that the minister had 
lost 28 kgs of weight dur-
ing his custody. In the foot-
age, Jain was seen having 
an elaborate and extensive 
meal. Interestingly, sources 
had said that the minister 
had gained 8 kgs of weight 
instead.

In the third purported 
footage that came out on 26 
November, the minister was 
seen having a conversation 
with some people, including 
currently suspended jail su-
perintendent Ajit Kumar.

He further exuded confi-
dence and 
s a i d  t h a t 
people are 
eager to vote 
for the BJP 
as they are 
fed up with 
t h e  A a m 
Aadmi Par-
ty’s (AAP) 
work.

“The people of Delhi are 
eager to vote for the BJP in 
the upcoming MCD elec-
tions to resolve various civic 
issues. The public is fed up 
with AAP’s works and is 
appreciating BJP, “ said BJP 
President JP Nadda while 
speaking at Wazirpur.

Tripura chief minister Man-
ik Saha on Sunday said the 
BJP will talk about the good 
governance provided by 
the state government and 
will also spread awareness 
about its efforts towards a 
drug-free state in the state 
Assembly Elections 2023. 
CM Manik Saha’s remarks 
came after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s 95th edi-
tion of Mann Ki Baat.

Ahead of Tripura assem-
bly polls that are due in 
2023, the BJP on Saturday 
announced it would start 
Har Ghar Abhiyan in all 60 
constituencies in the state. 

“Under the leadership of 
Chief Minister Manik Saha, 
all-around improvement 
has taken place in respect 
to law and order, road con-
struction, connectivity, 
and employment. The gov-

ernment has also ensured 
peace. The conviction rate is 
higher than during the reign 
of the left government,” the 
BJP Tripura Pradesh said.

The campaign, which is 
scheduled to continue till 
December 3, will touch all 
the party workers, voters, 
and people in these areas.

As per the release, all the 
ministers, MPs, and MLAs 
will visit each and every 
constituency and prepare 
report cards against each 
constituency. It will make 
people aware of the develop-
mental work done by BJP in 
the state, so they can decide 
whether the government 
has really worked or not.

‘Made rapist into therapist’:  
Nadda’s scathing attack on AAP

BJP to talk about good governance: 
Manik Saha ahead of Tripura polls 

‘DELHI WILL VOTE FOR BJP’: UTTARAKHAND CM 
EXUDES CONFIDENCE WHILE ATTACKING AAP

PARTIES RECEIVE RS 4014.5 CRORE IN LAST FIVE YEARS 

Uttarakhand Chief Minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami 
on Sunday launched a 
scathing attack on the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) and 
said that Delhi will vote 

for the Bharatiya 
J a n a t a  P a r t y 
(BJP) in the up-
coming munici-
pal polls in the 
national capital.

CM Dhami ex-
uded confidence 
in the victory of 
the BJP in the up-
coming elections 

of the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi in the national 
capital in a conversation 
with ANI, and said that the 
party will win with a major-
ity of votes as people have 
seen the work of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and the BJP.

  “People have seen the 
work of Narendra Modi 
and the BJP. Delhi is also 
observing how the party 
that promised to uproot 
corruption has been es-
tablishing it. The videos 
of their ministers are out 
regularly,» CM Dhami said.

Dhami attacked the AAP 
by mentioning the latest re-
leased videos of its Health 
Minister Satyendar Jain, 
where his purported CCTV 
footage inside the Tihar jail 
showed housekeeping ser-

vices being provided to him 
in his jail cell.

On Saturday, Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) national 
spokesperson Shehzad 
Poonawalla slammed AAP 
over the 26 November 
video of Jain and termed 
it as "AAP ka darbar of 
Bhrashtachar".

Dhami, further in his con-
versation, mentioned the 
recently disclosed Rs 1,300 
crore scam in Delhi schools.

The Delhi government›s 
Vigilance Directorate (DoV) 

on Friday recommended a 
«detailed investigation by a 
specialised agency» into the 
«grave irregularities and 
corruption» by the Arvind 
Kejriwal government in the 
construction of 2,405 class-
rooms in 193 government 
schools in the national capi-
tal. It also recommended 
«fixing the responsibilities 
of the concerned officials 
of the Education Depart-
ment and PWD» who were 
involved in the alleged bun-
gling to the tune of nearly 
Rs 1,300 crore.

"People in Delhi are wit-
nessing the disclosure of 
scams in the Education 
department and the Excise 
department, hence BJP will 
come to power in MCDs 
once again," Dhami said.

The CBI alleged that ir-
regularities were commit-
ted while modifying the 
Excise policy.

The Association for 
Democratic Reforms, 
in the context of the 

upcoming assembly elections 
in the state of Gujarat in two 
phases between 1st – 5th De-
cember 2022, analysed the 
total income and donations 
received by the various recog-
nised political parties during 
FY 2016–17 to FY 2020–21.

Additionally, the funds re-
ceived by these political par-
ties from donors in Gujarat 
via electoral trusts, electoral 
bonds, and corporate houses 
in the state have also been 
analysed. The objective of 
the report was to under-
stand what proportion of 
political funding to major 
political parties came from 
Gujarat and its relevance for 
the upcoming polls. While a 
comparison can be made for 
national parties’ data over the 
past five years, the same can-
not be done for regional par-
ties given the non-availability 
of reports of the same parties 
each year.

The total income declared 
by national and regional po-
litical parties whose annual 
reports were available on 
the Election Commission’s 
website is Rs 16,071.60 crore. 
79.91%, or Rs 12,842.28 crore, 
of the total income in the five 
years was declared by eight 
national parties, while the 
remaining Rs 3229.32 crore 
(20.09%) was declared by 
regional parties. Maximum 
funds were received by na-
tional parties in FY 2019-
20 (the year of Lok Sabha 
elections) amounting to Rs 

4760.09 crore while regional 
parties received the highest 
income of Rs 1089.422 crore 
in FY 2018-19.

The total donations de-
clared by national and re-
gional political parties in their 
annual audit reports available 
on the Election Commission’s 
website is Rs 12,745.61 crore. 
82.15%, or Rs 10,471.04 crore, 
of the total donations in the 
five years were declared by 
eight national parties, while 
the remaining Rs 2274.57 
crore (17.85%) was declared 
by regional parties. Maxi-
mum donations were re-
ceived by National Parties in 
FY 2019-20 (the year of Lok 
Sabha elections) amounting 
to Rs 4186.992 crore while 
Regional Parties received 
the highest contribution of 
Rs 916.88 crore in FY 2018-19.

The total donations (above 
Rs 20,000) declared by na-
tional and regional political 

parties in their contribu-
tion reports available on 
the Election Commission’s 
website are Rs 4353.85 crore. 
83.11%, or Rs 3618.483 crore, 
of the total donations above 
Rs 20,000 in the five years 
were declared by national 
parties, while the remaining 
Rs 735.367 crore (16.89%) was 
declared by regional parties. 
Maximum donations were re-
ceived by National Parties in 
FY 2019-20 (the year of Lok 
Sabha elections) amounting 
to Rs 1013.805 crore while 

Regional Parties received 
the highest contribution of Rs 
233.457 crore in FY 2019-20. 

Between March 2018 and 
October 2022, a total of 595 
bonds worth Rs 343 crore 
were purchased from the 
Gandhinagar Main branch of 
the State Bank of India (SBI). 
This data is based on the re-
sponses received from SBI 
to RTI applications filed by 
ADR.  Out of a total of 22 
phases, electoral bonds were 
purchased from the Gandhi-
nagar branch in thirteen 
phases. However, no elec-
toral bonds were encashed 
from Gandhinagar in any 
of the phases. The highest 
amount of electoral bonds 
(137 in number) worth Rs 
87.50 crore were purchased 
from Gandhinagar during 
the 9th phase, followed by 
86 electoral bonds worth Rs 
81.50 crore purchased during 
the 22nd phase (1-10 October 

2022). 
Four political parties re-

ceived corporate donations 
from Gujarat between FY 
2016–17 and 2020-21 name-
ly BJP, INC, AAP, and SKM. 
These political parties re-
ceived total corporate dona-
tions worth Rs 174.06 crore 
from 1571 donations from 
Gujarat. During the five-year 
period, maximum corporate 
donations worth Rs 163.544 
crore were declared by BJP 
from 1519 donors. The BJP re-
ceived the most donations in 
the fiscal year 2018–19, total-
ing Rs 46.222 crore from 524 
donors. Of the total corporate 
donations (Rs 4014.58 crore) 
received by political parties in 
the five-year period, 4.34%, 
or Rs 174.06 crore, came from 
Gujarat, based on the data 
analysed from the contribu-
tion reports submitted by the 
political parties to the ECI. In 
the five-year period analysed, 

political parties received a 
total of Rs 74.27 crore from 
Prudent Electoral Trust that 
received contributions from 
companies based in Gujarat. 
Between FY 2016–17 and FY 
2020–21, six Gujarat-based 
companies made donations 
to political parties via the 
Prudent Electoral Trust: Tor-
rent Power Limited, Torrent 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Tor-
rent Pharma Limited, Cadila 
Healthcare Limited, Essar 
Bulk Terminal Paradip Lim-
ited, and Act Infraport Ltd. 
The highest contributions, 
amounting to Rs 30.50 crore, 
were received from Torrent 
Power Limited and were 
spread over six donations 
between FY 2016–17 and FY 
2020–21. Torrent Pharmaceu-
ticals Ltd. made five donations 
worth Rs 20.50 crore via the 
Prudent Electoral Trust to 
political parties during the 
five-year period. 

SONOWAL CAMPAIGNS FOR BJP CANDIDATES AHEAD OF MCD POLLS 
Senior Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) leader Sarbananda 
Sonowal campaigned for 
the BJP candidates for the 
upcoming MCD elections 
in Delhi. Sonowal led the 
municipal election cam-
paign trails at Munirka, 
Green Park, Andrews Ganj, 
and Malviya Nagar with the 
slogan “Har Ghar Bhajpa.”
Speaking on the occasion, 
Union Minister of Ports, 
Shipping and Waterways, 
and Ayush, Sarbananda So-
nowal, said that “Under the 
dynamic leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, we 
all must join hands to build 
the new India of grit, respect, 
and honour. The people of 

Delhi, as residents of the 
capital of India, must play a 
pivotal role in this.”

“Due to the honest and 
good intentions of the Modi 
government, people from 
all walks of life have availed 
the benefits of multiple 
welfare schemes, leading 
to an enrichment of their 
quality of life. Today, due to 
the untiring yet inspiring 
leadership of PM Narendra 
Modi ji, India has become 
the fifth-largest economy in 
the world, surpassing the 
United Kingdom (UK). This 
is an encouraging sign of the 
scheme of things that Modiji 
has envisioned for India to 
achieve during this Amrit 
Kaal, including becoming 
‘Atmanirbhar’ in the true 

sense of the word,” Union 
Minister said.

Union Minister and Former 
CM of Assam, Sarbananda 
Sonowal, criticised the AAP 
government led by Arvind 
Kejriwal and said, “People 
of Delhi have already wit-

nessed how the AAP govt led 
by Kejriwal failed to deliver 
the major issues plaguing 
the city including control of 
pollution and corruption. 
The liquor scam is a huge 
letdown by the AAP govern-
ment, which was elected on 
this same issue.”

“The turnaround of the 
ideology of the AAP is not 
limited to just corruption 
but also to its inefficient 
management of drinking 
water supply, leaving the 
people of Delhi wondering. 
On the contrary, the Union 
government by Modi ji has 
taken many decisive steps 
like cleaning up the Yamu-
na river under the Namami 
Gange plan,” he said.

Calling upon the people to 

vote for BJP in the upcoming 
municipal elections, Sonowal 
further added, “In order to 
make Delhi a global destina-
tion of growth and gump-
tion, the people of Delhi must 
make the right choice by vot-
ing BJP as the country joins 
PM Modi ji to build a new 
India that is proud, prosper-
ous, and peaceful as it aims 
to become an Atmanirbhar 
Bharat during the Amrit 
Kaal.”

“People must be made an 
empowered stakeholders 
and join hands with a gov-
ernment that is committed to 
providing efficient solutions 
to the city’s woes. The BJP 
has committed absolutely 
towards this end,” the Union 
Minister added.
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By The People

Total income: 16,071.6

n Regional parties: 3,229.32

n National parties: 12,842.28

Total income declared by political parties, FY 2017-18 to FY 2020-21

PM Modi addresses a rally in Bharuch on Sunday.

Pushkar Dhami campaigning ahead of MCD polls. 

 J.P. Nadda
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PM MODI LIKELY TO ADDRESS RALLIES IN 
KUTCH, JAMNAGAR, BHAVNAGAR AND RAJKOT                    
GANDHINAGAR : Ahead of Gujarat assembly polls, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is likely to address 
rallies in Kutch’s Anjar, Jamnagar’s Gordhanpur, 
Bhavnagar’s Palitana, Jamnagar’s Gordhanpar, and 
Rajkot on Monday. “PM Modi is coming again, and we 
expect huge gatherings, and people love to see him 
and listen. We expect to win all seats in Rajkot dis-
trict,” said Rajkot BJP president Kamlesh Mirani. BJP 
Spokesperson Raju Dhruv on Sunday said, “PM has a 
very soft corner for Rajkot as he has contested his first 
ever election from Rajkot and he has done so much for 
Rajkot as well. We expect a good public meeting here 
and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will sail through 
again from Rajkot. “Modi is likely to come at 6 p.m. and 
will address the rally for the Rajkot candidates,” he 
added. Earlier in October, PM Modi dedicated and laid 
foundation stones for projects worth Rs 4,309 crore in 
Rajkot and Rs 2,738 crore in Morbi districts during his 
visit to Gujarat. The assembly elections in Gujarat are 
scheduled to be held in two phases on 1 December 
and 5 December, whose results will be declared on 
December 8, which coincides with the result date of 
the Himachal Pradesh polls.    
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STRICT RULES RETURN TO NORMALCY? URGENTLY NEEDED? 

Alarmed over reports of 
streets dotted with litter and 
garbage at Varanasi in Ut-
tar Pradesh, raising health 
concerns in the city, the lo-
cal municipal corporation 
has swung into action and 
announced penalties for 
dumping waste on streets. 
As part of its plan to stop lit-
tering on streets, the Vara-
nasi Municipal Corporation 
has announced that those 
found guilty of dumping 
garbage on the streets will 
be slapped with fines, start-
ing from Rs 500 each. The 
civic body further said the 
fines may go up to as far as 
Rs 1,00,000 for repeat of-
fenders. 

Municipal Commissioner 
of Varanasi, Pranay Singh, 
told ANI that vgilance on 
streets will be enhanced 

through the installation of 
CCTV cameras in the city 
and penalties will be im-
posed on anyone found lit-
tering the streets.

“Dumping of garbage 
would be recorded by 
CCTV cameras installed 
across Varanasi. The viola-
tors will be identified and 
imposed fines. We’ll first is-
sue notices to violators and 
if they still don’t mend their 
ways, fines ranging from Rs 
500 to Rs 1 lakh will be im-
posed on them. Strict action 
will also be taken against 
those who dump medical 
waste on streets,” the mu-
nicipal commissioner said. 

The civic body has also 
opened a toll-free num-
ber-- 1533 -- for residents to 
report dumping of waste. 
Complaints could also be 
lodged on WhatsApp, the 
municipality informed. 

In view of improving law and 
order situation in Meghalaya, 
the Assam Police on Sunday 
lifted the restrictions of ve-
hicular movement and start-
ed allowing all vehicles to ply 
on the route to Meghalaya. 

Sudhakar Singh, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(DCP) of Guwahati City Po-
lice, told ANI that the police 
removed the barricades in Jo-
rabat area along the Assam-
Meghalaya state border and 
had allowed all vehicles to 
enter into the neighbouring 
state. “We have allowed all 
vehicles to enter into Megha-
laya,” Sudhakar Singh said. 

The restrictions on vehic-
ular movement restrictions, 
except for vehicles with 
Meghalaya registration, 
were put in place after the 
clashes erupted at Mukroh 

area along Assam-Megha-
laya border on November 
22 where six persons, in-
cluding five from Megha-
laya and one Assam Forest 
Guard, were killed in a fir-
ing incident. 

News agency reported on 
Friday that Assam Police 
allowed the goods-laden 
trucks to enter Meghalaya, 
for the first time after ten-
sions rose between the two 
states following the firing 
incident along the border 
on Tuesday, according to an 
official. However, only vehi-
cles with Meghalaya’s regis-
tration were allowed entry 
into the state at this time.  
On Tuesday last week, six 
people were killed and sev-
eral others injured during 
an alleged clash between 
villagers and a contingent 
comprising Police and for-
est guards from Assam. 

Union Minister Giriraj 
Singh on Sunday stressed 
the need to implement the 
Population Control Bill ir-
respective of their religion 
or the section of society 
they belong to. He termed 
the implementation of this 
bill ‘crucial’ citing the avail-
ability of limited resources. 
“The Population Control 
Bill is crucial as we have 
limited resources. 

C h i n a  i m p l e m e n t e d 
‘one child policy’ to con-
trol the population and 
thus achieved develop-
ment,” Giriraj Singh said. 
He further remarked on 
the country’s competence 
with China with a pattern 
where China has 10 chil-
dren born per minute and 
India 30 thirty per minute. 

“China has 10 children born 
per minute while India has 
30 children born a minute, 
how will we compete with 
China?” Singh said. 

He added, “Population 
Control Bill is necessary. 
Reports say that the coun-
try- China- whose GDP was 
lesser than India in 1978, ad-
opted the ‘one child policy’ 
and attained development 

by controlling almost 60 
crore population.” 

He further added that the 
bill should be implemented 
for everyone regardless of 
their belief and religion.  
“Those who do not follow 
this law should not be given 
any government benefits. 
Their voting rights should 
also be taken back,” he 
added. 

A report from the United 
Nations (UN) said that In-
dia is projected to surpass 
China as the world’s most 
populous country next 
year. But the World Popu-
lation Prospects 2022 also 
highlighted that India’s To-
tal Fertility Rate (TFR) had 
come down from 5.9 chil-
dren per woman in 1950 
to 2.2 children per woman 
in 2020, just shy of 2.1 re-
placement level fertility. 

Littering of streets may 
attract fines upto Rs 1 lakh 
in Varanasi 

Assam lifts curbs on 
vehicular movement along 
Meghalaya border 

‘NEED TO IMPLEMENT POPULATION 
CONTROL BILL’: UNION MINISTER

POLLUTION TRACKER 

MCD POLLS 

The national capital again 
breathed in a ‘very poor’ 
category of air as the win-
ter begins to set in. A layer 
of smog prevailed over the 
national capital on Sunday 
morning as the overall Air 
Quality Index (AQI) was re-
corded at 315, according to 
the System of Air Quality 
and Weather Forecasting 
And Research (SAFAR). 

The national capital re-
corded AQI at 301 (very 
poor) on Saturday too. This 
morning, the AQI was 309 
(very poor) at the Delhi Uni-
versity area, whereas the 
air quality at the IIT Delhi 
was also ‘very poor’ at 309. 

Meanwhile, AQI plunged 
to the ‘very poor’ category 
at 301 in the Lodhi Road 

area. At Mathura Road, the 
SAFAR noted an AQI level 
of 331 (very poor) because of 
high levels of PM 2.5. Delhi 
Airport Terminal fared no 
better with an AQI of 332 
(very poor). 

Similarly,  Noida too 
breathed in the ‘poor cat-
egory’ with AQI at 345.  

Meanwhile, the air quality 
in Mumbai was recorded in 
the ‘poor’ category on Sun-

day with an AQI of 206. 
According to the SAFAR, 

the city recorded an AQI of 
206 and remained in the 
poor category. In Malad, 
AQI was in the ‘very poor’ 
category at 306. In Colaba, 
Bhandup, and Worli, the 
AQI remained ‘poor’ at 269, 
225, and 206 respectively. 
In BKC, AQI was in the 
‘Moderate’ category at 200.

Amid continuing poor air 

quality, the Sub-Committee 
for invoking actions under 
the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP) held a 
meeting on 18 November to 
review the progress of the 
actions implemented under 
Stage II along with Stage I 
of the GRAP in the entire 
NCR. 

As per the dynamic model 
and weather/ meteorologi-
cal forecast provided by 
IMD/ IITM, the overall air 
quality is likely to fluctuate 
largely between ‘Poor’ to 
the lower end of the ‘Very 
Poor’ categories in the next 
few days. The predominant 
surface wind is predicted to 
be coming from the North/ 
North-West direction in 
Delhi, the Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change said. 

The Delhi State Election Commis-
sion intensified its voter aware-
ness campaign to ensure maxi-
mum voter participation in the 
coming general elections to the 
Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
to be held on December 4, said a 
press release.  The State Election 

Commission is undertaking this 
multimedia voter awareness cam-
paign through various modes of 
publicity such as radio, TV, social 
media, outdoor media, and news-
papers to motivate the voters for 
enhanced voting percentage, said 
a statement. The State Election 
Commission has also launched 
the campaign theme song. 

In this endeavour of the Com-
mission, 50 auto rickshaws with 
the printed voter awareness mes-
sage were flagged off by the Com-
mission’s Head of Office in the 
presence of other senior officers 
and staff members of the State 
Election Commission. 

On this occasion, he said that 
the voter awareness campaign is 

being intensified by the Commis-
sion to educate and motivate vot-
ers. As auto rickshaws plying all 
over Delhi are accessible modes 
of transport and have high visibil-
ity span on the roads, the printed 
messages of these Autos will help 
the commission to spread its 
awareness drive to every nook 
and corner of the city to ensure 

that each and every voter of Delhi 
can connect with the voter aware-
ness campaign.  He further said 
that the State Election Commis-
sion is adopting various modes of 
communication hoardings, metro 
trains, display boards, DTC buses, 
electronic display boards, and 
other various kinds of outdoor 
media to make the voters aware of 

the MCD elections to be held on 4 
December 2022. 

The Commission is also airing 
radio jingles developed for the 
MCD elections through promi-
nent FM radio channels in Delhi. 
Telecast of theme-based campaign 
video spots through prominent 
news channels has also been un-
dertaken by the Commission. 

DELHI, MUMBAI RECORD ‘VERY POOR’ AIR QUALITY 

POLL PANEL LAUNCHES SONG, FLAGS OFF 50 AUTOS FOR VOTER AWARENESS
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‘NOT FOR LS POLLS’

Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Sunday 
said that Rahul Gandhi’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra is not for 
the upcoming Lok Sabha 
election, but is meant to 
unite people against “divi-
sive forces”. 

Kharge said that Congress 
is doing the yatra to connect 
the people with an ideol-
ogy. “Bharat Jodo Yatra is 
underway. It isn’t only for 
elections and votes, we’re 
also doing it to connect 
people with an ideology 
and that some people are 
trying to jeopardise values 
enshrined in the constitu-
tion. Yatra is meant to unite 
people against divisive forc-

es,” Kharge said.  He fur-
ther said, “Doctors, farm-
ers, lawyers--- all classes 
are joining the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra.” As the country cele-
brated its 73rd Constitution 
day on Saturday, Kharge 
said that the people of India 
have to keep alive the spirit 
of the constitution.  “We got 
values of liberty, equality, 
fraternity, and freedom of 
speech from the constitu-
tion. But some parties are 
trying to break and control 
them. If they get time to 
do it, then such values will 
cease to exist. We have to 
keep alive the spirit of the 
constitution,” he said. 

M a l l i k a r j u n  K h a r ge 
reached Ambedkar Nagar 
(Mhow) in the Indore dis-

trict on Saturday on the oc-
casion of Constitution Day. 

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi reached Ambed-
kar Nagar on Saturday 
evening where Kharge 
and Wayanad MP paid 
h o m a ge  a t  t h e  B h i m 
Rao Ambedkar statue. 
Congress MP Rahul Gan-
dhi and party leaders and 
workers on Sunday re-
sumed Bharat Jodo Yatra 
from Mhow town of Mad-
hya Pradesh. 

Rahul Gandhi was also 
seen riding a motorbike 
during the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra in Mhow. Today is 
the 81st day of the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra and the fifth 
day of the yatra in Madhya 
Pradesh.

‘Rahul’s yatra for uniting people 
against divisive forces’: Kharge
TDG NETWORK
INDORE

Union Minister Giriraj Singh

TOP OF THE DAY

GEHLOT FLOATS 
ROAD PROJECTS 
WORTH  
RS 26.45 CR 
JAIPUR: Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
on Sunday approved a 
slew of road projects 
measuring 54 kms in 
Nagaur worth Rs 26.45 
crore. Taking to Twit-
ter, Gehlot said that the 
decision had been made 
to minimize the accidents 
and ease of movement 
of the people of the local 
area. “Financial approval 
of Rs 26 crore 45 lakh 
has been given for new 
road construction work 
in Nagaur. With this, a 
road of about 54 km in 
length will be constructed, 
Gehlot said adding that 
with this approval, road 
construction work will be 
done in Nagaur district 
from Devisagar-Dantina-
Akhasar (via Katariya ki 
Dhani) to Rohida der-
Jhadeli-Gholiader Turkiya 
Nadi (via Dudiyon, Rao, 
Jakhar and Kundan ki 
Dhani )- to Unna Nadi.

CYCLIST DIES 
AFTER BEING HIT 
BY LUXURY CAR IN 
DELHI 
NEW DELHI: A person 
riding a bicycle died after 
being hit by a high-end 
car in the Mahipalpur 
area of the national 
capital on Sunday. The 
accident took place on 
Sunday morning when 
the luxury car, bearing 
a VIP number plate, hit 
the cyclist, leading to his 
death. The police said 
they have arrested the 
car’s driver and have also 
started an investigation in 
the case. 

HP: POLICE 
RECOVERS 40 G 
HEROIN, 2 HELD
SHIMLA: The Himachal 
Pradesh police on Sunday 
arrested two persons un-
der the relevant sections 
of the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act for alleg-
edly carrying around 40 
grams of Heroin. The ar-
rested persons have been 
identified as Jagjit and 
Ankush Chauhan, both 
reported as residents of 
Nankhari in Shimla. An 
official statement from 
the Special Investiga-
tions Unit (SIU) of the 
Shimla Police said that 
they have recovered 39.83 
grams of Heroin from the 
arrested accused. They 
have been arrested under 
sections 21 (Punish-
ment for contravention in 
relation to manufactured 
drugs and preparations) 
and 29 (Punishment for 
abetment and criminal 
conspiracy) of the NDPS 
Act and a case has been 
registered against them.

POLICE ARREST 
2 SMUGGLING 
GANG MEMBERS 
INSPIRED BY 
TELUGU MOVIE 
VISAKHAPATNAM: Police 
arrested two members 
of a smuggling gang who 
were inspired by the recent 
Telugu movie ‘Pushpa’ 
and recovered about 130 
kilograms of cannabis 
worth Rs 5 lakh from them 
in Paderu of Alluri Seetha 
Rama Raju district on 
Sunday. Police said the ac-
cused were inspired by the 
movie ‘Pushpa’ in which 
the hero smuggles red 
sandalwood and crosses 
the check posts. 
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‘MANN KI BAAT’ 
‘WORLD EMBRACES INDIAN 
MUSIC, EXPORT UP MANIFOLD’
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday, while lauding Indian classical music and its craze 
outside the country, said that the exports of Indian classical musical instruments have increased and their 
biggest buyers include the developed countries such as USA and UK.  The Prime Minister was addressing 
the 95th edition of the ‘Mann Ki Baat’ programme. “In the last eight years, musical instrument exports have 
increased by 3.5 times; electrical musical instrument exports have also increased by 60 times. This indicates 
that the craze for Indian culture and music is increasing across the world,” PM Modi said. 
“The biggest buyers of Indian musical instruments are developed countries like USA, Germany, France, Ja-
pan and UK,” he added.  The Prime Minister 
mentioned a Greece artist Konstantinos Ka-
laitzis who did a rendition of Vaishav Janato, 
a song said to be Mahatma Gandhi’s favourite, 
and said that the artist weaved all his India-
related experiences in a book. “Konstantinos 
Kalaitzis, an artist from Greece has done a 
beautiful rendition of Vaishav Janato--Bapu’s 
favourite song. Not only this, Konstantinos 
has visited India regularly in the last 42 years 
to study India’s classical music and dance tra-
ditions. He has studied the contribution of 
many great personalities of Indian music,” 
he said. “He has beautifully weaved all his 
India-related experiences in a book titled ‘Indian Music’ having nearly 760 pictures. Most of these pictures 
have been clicked by him. Such enthusiasm and fascination about Indian culture in other countries are re-
ally heartening,” PM Modi added. Highlighting the richness of the Indian culture, the Prime Minister said 
that the genres of Indian music have left an “indelible mark on the world”. “In our culture, classical music is 
considered divine. All our Gods and Goddesses are shown playing many musical instruments. From flowing 
rivers to the chirping of birds we can find music everywhere. Our genres of music have not only enriched our 
culture, but have also left an indelible mark on the world,” he said. 

PM’S SALUTE TO TWO UNKNOWN 
HEROES IN UP AND JHARKHAND
NEW DELHI: Noting the contribution of common men who are engaged in kindling the flame of edu-
cation in society, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday mentioned two such persons from Uttar 
Pradesh and Jharkhand.  Jatin Lalit Singh, a man from Hardoi, a village which is nearly 80 kilometres 
away from Lucknow, has started a ‘Community Library and Resource Centre’ two years ago, while 
Sanjay Kashyap of Jharkhand is known as ‘Library Man’ among children in many districts of the state 
as he opened a library wherever he was transferred during his job. The Prime Minister mentioned the 
two persons during the 95th episode of his monthly radio programme ‘Mann Ki Baat’. “If someone 

is donating knowledge, then he is doing the noblest work in the interest of 
society. It gives me great pleasure to see that many such efforts are being made 
across the country today. Bansa is a village in Hardoi, 70-80 kilometres away 
from Lucknow, the capital of UP. I have come to know about Jatin Lalit Singh 
ji of this village, who is engaged in kindling the flame of education. Jatin ji 
had started a ‘Community Library and Resource Centre’ here two years ago,” 
PM Modi said. The Prime Minister said that the centre has over 3,000 books 
related to Hindi and English literature, computer, and law and for preparing 
for many government exams.“Small children come here to learn new things 
while playing. Be it offline or online education, about 40 volunteers are busy 
guiding the students at this centre. Every day about 80 students of the vil-
lage come to study in this library,” he said. Talking about Sanjay Kashyap, 
the Prime Minister said that the man from Jharkhand had faced a paucity of 
good books, which is when he decided not to let the future of children of his 

region be dark due to the lack of books. “Because of this mission, today he has become the ‘Library 
Man’ for children in many districts of Jharkhand. When Sanjay ji had started working, he had got the 
first library built at his native place. Wherever he was transferred during his job, he would get involved 
in the mission of opening a library for the education of poor and tribal children. While doing this, he 
opened libraries for children in many districts of Jharkhand. His mission to open a library is taking 
the form of a social movement today,” he said. “Be it Sanjay ji or Jatin ji, I especially appreciate them 
for their myriad such efforts,” PM Modi added. 





4 injured after slabs of foot over bridge 
collapse in Maharashtra

FateFul another hearing 

allegations no takers?

allahabad hC to take up 
gyanvapi Case today

Allahabad High Court will 
continue to hear on Mon-
day the Gyanvapi mosque 
management’s petition 
challenging a Varanasi 
court order on the main-
tainability of the case filed 
by five Hindu women who 
sought permission to offer 
regular prayers to idols of 
deities in the mosque com-
pound. 

On the last hearing, the 
Waqf Act and the Places 
of Worship Act of 1991 
were mainly cited by the 
arrangement committee 
of the mosque. The ar-
rangements committee of 

Gyanvapi Masjid has made 
Rakhi Singh as well as 10 
people, including the five 
plaintiff women and the 
UP government, parties in 
this case. 

The mosque’s arrange-
ment committee has filed 
a petition in the Allahabad 
High Court against the ver-
dict of the Varanasi district 
in which the court had re-
jecting the objection of the 
Muslim side,and approved 
the continuation of Rakhi 
Singh’s case in the Shringar 
Gauri case. 

The Varanasi district 
court had on 12 Septem-
ber dismissed a plea by the 
mosque committee An-
juman Intezamia Masjid 

(AIM) which challenged 
the maintainability of the 
suit filed by the five Hindu 
plaintiffs. 

A total of five petitions re-
lated to the Gyanvapi dis-
pute of Varanasi are filed in 
the Allahabad High Court. 

Hearing on three of these 
petitions has been complet-
ed. In two petitions, one has 
been filed on behalf of the 
Arrangement Committee 
and the other on behalf of 
the Sunni Waqf Board. 

Last year, five women, in-
cluding Rakhi Singh, had 
filed a petition in the district 
court of Varanasi, seeking 
permission for regular wor-
ship of Shringar Gauri in 
the Gyanvapi campus.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader 
Lanka Dinakar on Sunday alleged a 
scam worth Rs 20,000 crores in the 
rice distribution scheme in Andhra 
Pradesh, citing the Right to Informa-
tion (RTI) and RBI data. 

Dinakar cited Right to Information 
(RTI) and RBI reports to state that 
there is a “terrible” scam in the rice 
distribution scheme for BPL families 
in the state. He also said that it is note-
worthy that the largest exports of rice 
in the country are from Kakinada. 
“I intend to pose the following ques-
tions to the CM YS Jagan-led YSRCP 
Government. How many houses are 
there in the state? How many people 
live in each household on average? 
What is the actual number of people 
below the poverty line in the state? 
How many rice ration cards are in 
the state? How many of them are ac-
cording to the guidelines of the Union 

Government under the National Food 
Security (NFSA) Act and how many 
additional ration cards are given by 
the State Government? How many eli-
gible poor people are there in the state 
who have no ration cards?” he asked. 

He further said that they have gath-
ered the appropriate information from 
the RTI Act on the details of the Prime 
Minister Gareeb Kalyan Yojana for 
the last seven phases consisting of 21 
months. 
“As per the available information 
from the State Government, the ra-
tion is provided to 1.45 crore families 
in the state as beneficiaries below the 
poverty line, out of which 89,24,640 
families consisting of 2,67,10,659 indi-
viduals have been covered under the 
National Food Security Act (NFSA) 
for PM Gareeb Kalyana Yojana and 
they receive free rice of 5 Kgs per 
month for each individual from the 
Union Government for the last 21 
months in addition to the subsidised 
rice in the Ration Shops,” he said. 

Lanka Dinakar further said that ac-
cording to the latest RBI report, 78.80 
lakh people are living below the pov-
erty line in the state as per 2011-12 
prices and 2.39 crore as per 2004-05 
prices. 
“But, data reveals the facts as per the 
2021-22 census, the population of the 
state is about 5.30 crore people with 
an average of 3.9 individuals per fam-
ily, which means that the total number 
of households is only 1.37 crore. But 
the State Government has been show-
ing 4.25 cr beneficiaries from 1.45 cr 
families. After examining the facts, 
we can identify that there is a pattern 
of corruption in accounting for house-
holds and individual beneficiaries 
receiving the subsidised rice,” he said. 
The BJP leader also levelled a number 
of other allegations against the YSR-
CP-led Andhra Pradesh. 
“The figures for eligible beneficiaries 
have been massively inflated to divert 
the free and subsidised rice from the 
Centre. 

After Maldives, Australia on Sunday 
clarified that it did not participate in 
the “China-Indian Ocean Forum on 
Development Cooperation” held on 
21 November. 
“Contrary to media reporting, no 

Australian Government official at-
tended the Kunming China-Indian 
Ocean Forum on Development 
Cooperation,” tweeted Australia’s 
High Commissioner to India, Barry 
O’Farrell. 

China’s aid agency hosted a meeting 
on Indian Ocean Forum. Maldives’s 
former President Mohammed Wa-
heed Hassan & Australia’s Former 
PM Kevin Rudd joined virtually. No 
representation at official capacity by 
Male, Canberra. 
“Pleased @TimWattsMP attended 

#IORA Ministerial Council last week, 
the only ministerial-level forum for 
the Indian Ocean. Australia was de-
lighted India’s application for Vice 

Chair was accepted by consensus. 
We share an enduring interest: a free, 
open, rules-based and secure Indo-
Pacific,” added the Australian envoy. 
While Canberra was invited for the 
meet by Beijing, Australia, a member 
of Quad (comprising Australia, Japan, 
India and the US) declined to partici-
pate in the China-led Indian Ocean 
Forum meet. 

Earlier, the Maldives Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on Sunday denied 
participating in the “China-Indian 
Ocean Forum on Development 
Cooperation.” 
“The Ministry would like to clarify, 
that the Government of Maldives did 
not participate in the above-mentioned 
Forum, and communicated its decision 
not to participate to the Embassy of 
the People’s Republic of China to the 
Maldives on 15 November 2022, read 
Maldives Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
statement. 

Notably, a joint press statement was 
released by the China International 
Development Cooperation Agency 

(CIDCA) alleging the participation 
of the Maldives in the “China-Indian 
Ocean Forum on Development 
Cooperation”, held on 21 November 
2022. 

Furthermore, participation by 
individuals or groups of individuals 
from the Maldives does not constitute 
official  representation by the 
Government of Maldives, read the 
statement. 

In accordance with Article 115 (J) 
of the Constitution of the Republic of 
Maldives, only the serving President 
may determine, conduct and oversee 
the foreign policy of the country, 
and conduct political relations with 
foreign nations and international 
organizations. Official accreditation 
to meetings, forums and conferences 
to represent the Maldives, as per 
international practice, will only take 
place through diplomatic channels. 

Therefore, for this specific meeting, 
there was no official representation by 
the Government of Maldives, added 
the statement.

Andhra BJP alleges Rs 20,000 cr 
scam in rice distribution scheme

aFter Maldives, australia denies partiCipating 
in China-led indian oCean ForuM Meet
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Four people were injured 
after a portion of the foot-
over bridge collapsed at 
Balharshah Junction rail-
way station at Chandrapur. 
All have been shifted 
to  Civi l  Hospital  af-
t e r  g iv i n g  f i r st  a i d . 
However, no causality 
has been reported so far. 
According to the railway of-
ficials, a part of the pre-cast 
slab of the foot over-bridge 
(FOB) at Balharshah, Nag-
pur division fell down 
today at around 5.10 pm. 
Chief Public Relations Of-

ficer of Central Railways, 
Shivaji Sutar, said, “A part 
of the Pre-case slab of FOB 
at Balharshah railway sta-
tion connecting platforms 
1 and 2 has fallen down at 
around 5.10 pm on Sat-
urday. It is mentioned 
here that not the FOB has 
fallen down, it’s a part of 
the pre-cast slab (a small 
part of the walkway ).” 
Further reports are await-
ed. 

Meanwhile, Indian Rail-
ways announced ex-gratia 
of Rs 1 lakh to those who 
were grievously injured 
after a portion of the foot-
over bridge collapsed at 

Balharshah Junction rail-
way station in Chandrapur. 
According to the Railway 
officials, ex-gratia of Rs 
50,000 is also announced 
to those who sustained sim-

ple injuries. Chief Public 
Relations Officer of Central 
Railway Shivaji Sutar said, 
“Railway announces Ex 
gratia Rs 1 lakh to grievous-
ly injured and Rs 50,000 to 

those who sustained simple 
injuries. Injured persons 
being given best medical 
treatment by shifting them 
to other hospitals for early 
recovery.”

Continued FroM page 1

‘down with Xi’: Mass protests in 
China against Covid loCkdown
road,” chanting the slogan “Step down, the Communist 
Party” very loudly,” William Yang wrote on Twitter. No-
tably, the Chinese government has been adhering to strict 
Covid-19 policy in order to curb the spread of the virus 
ever since the pandemic emerged in China. 
The restrictions imposed by the Chinese government in-
clude strict lockdowns, travel restrictions and mass test-
ing.

While sharing the protest video on Twitter, Axial Vibe 
Studio Co-founder Vivian Wu wrote, “Scale of the protest 
tonight in Shanghai. Notice police didn’t do anything but 
stand calmly watching ppl protest and shout. It’s not be-
nevolence. My guess: they need to ask for directives from 
the top authorities. Police might be stunned as nobody 
dares to do so for decades.” 

China defends President Xi Jinping’s signature zero-Co-
vid-19 policy as life-saving and necessary to prevent over-
whelming the healthcare system. Officials have vowed to 
continue with it despite the growing public pushback and 
its mounting toll on the world’s second-biggest economy.

protests spread in Xi Jinping’s alMa 
Mater tsinghua university
protesters took to the streets of Shanghai, where people 
were being bundled into police cars. Students have also 
demonstrated at universities in Beijing and Nanjing. 
Hundreds of students from Beijing’s Tsinghua University 
rallied at their campus on Sunday. 

“Tsinghua university right now the city after city seeing 
protests small and large against Zero Covid policies and 
against excesses of Communist Party rule - every hour 
there seems to be a new one,” tweeted Emily Feng, she 
posted a clip from Weibo, a China microblogging website. 

Protests in China against heavy Covid-19 curbs spread to 
Shanghai on Sunday, with demonstrators also gathering at 
one of Beijing’s most prestigious universities after a deadly 
fire in the country’s far west sparked widespread anger, 
reported Reuters.  The latest unrest follows a protest in the 
remote north-west city of Urumqi, where lockdown rules 
were blamed after 10 people died in a tower block fire.

‘terrorisM is vote bank For 
Congress’: pM Modi 
 till 2014. However, it faces an electoral challenge from the 
Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which has 
named Isudan Gadhvi as its chief ministerial candidate. 

The Congress also hopes to put its best electoral foot for-
ward to unseat the BJP. 

pM: india should FoCus on global 
welFare during g20 presidenCy 
He further said that the theme proposed by India for the 
presidency, “One Earth, One Family, One Future” shows 
the country’s commitment to Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 
which means the world is one family.  Noting that the 
G-20 countries comprise two-thirds of the world’s popu-
lation, three-fourths of world trade, and 85% of global 
GDP, he said that it is it is “great opportunity” for India 
and every Indian.  “This becomes even more special be-
cause India was awarded this responsibility during Azadi 
Ka Amrit Kaal,” he said.  He further said in the coming 
days, many programs related to G-20 will be organized in 
different parts of the country. “During this period, people 
from different parts of the world will get a chance to visit 
your states. I am sure that you will bring the diverse and 
distinctive colors of your culture to the world and you also 
have to remember that the people coming to the G-20, 
even if they come now as delegates, are tourists of the fu-
ture,” he said. 

The prime minister urged schools, colleges and univer-
sities to create opportunities for discussions, debates and 
competitions related to G-20.

aMbassadors blow ConCh shells to 
herald india’s g20 presidenCy 
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said in a press re-
lease. 

A detailed briefing was given by the G20 Sherpa Am-
itabh Kant and Harsh Shringla, the Chief Coordinator of 
the G20 Summit which is slated to take place in India this 
year. 

Kant recalled Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s state-
ment at the G20 Bali Summit that India’s Presidency will 
be “inclusive, ambitious, decisive and action-oriented”. 

During the briefing, the delegates discussed priorities in 
areas like public digital goods and digital infrastructure, 
climate action, climate finance and technology collabora-
tions, clean, sustainable, just and affordable energy tran-
sition, accelerated progress on sustainable development 
goals, women-led development and multilateral reforms. 

Harsh Shringla briefed missions regarding the arrange-
ments made for G20 meetings in India and facilitation for 
the participation of the delegation. He recalled that the day 
also marks India’s Constitution Day, the 14th anniversary 
of the Mumbai terror attacks and the importance of fac-
ing global challenges together, according to MEA’s press 
release. 

At the end of the briefing, OSD (Operations) Muktesh 

Pardeshi and AS (G20) Abhay Thakur answered a range 
of queries from Missions on travel, visas, protocol, secu-
rity and participation of invitees. 

During the event, Chief Secretary Keshav Chandra gave 
a detailed briefing regarding the history, culture, environ-
ment and development of the Andaman & Nicobar Is-
lands. During the briefing, the delegates appreciated the 
arrangements made by the Union Territory to make the 
meeting a success. 

Apart from the briefing, delegates also participated in a 
yoga session and beach cleaning activity. Delegates also 
visited the historic Cellular Jail at Port Blair, where a large 
number of our unsung heroes were imprisoned for the 
cause of our freedom struggle. The visit concluded with a 
cultural program by local artists. 

another video: house-keeping 
serviCe in Jain’s Cell 
footage, Jain was seen having an elaborate and extensive 
meal. Interestingly, sources had said that the Minister had 
gained 8 kg weight instead. 

In the third purported footage that came out on Novem-
ber 26, the Minister was seen having a conversation with 
some people, including currently suspended Jail superin-
tendent Ajit Kumar. 

Earlier on Saturday, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) national 
spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla slammed AAP over the 
November 26 video of Jain and termed it as “AAP ka darbar 
of Bhrashtachar”. 

Shehzad said this was the third video in the series -- first 
AAP made a ‘spa’ in Tihar where Delhi’s health minister 
Satyendra Jain got a ‘maalish’ from a child rapist and AAP 
labelled it as physiotherapy. 

Then he was served 5-course meal but he claimed he was 
being starved.

Now a video shows how he was allowed to hold a “dar-
bar” inside jail, he added. 

Slamming Delhi chief minister and AAP supremo Ar-
vind Kejriwal, Poonawalla asked whether Jain was kept as 
a minister despite getting no relief from courts so that he 
could do “Vasooli” and can also get VIP maalish?

teaCher drills student’s hand
hand  injury. 
Alka Tripathi was the teacher in charge that day. She said 
that the student did not inform anyone about the matter.

Block Education Officer, BSA and other officers have 
reached the school to investigate. 

The Basic Education officer of Kanpur Sujit Kumar 
Singh told news agancy that the concerned officials have 
sought reports over the incident. 

“The incident took place in Prem Nagar, Kanpur. We 

have sought reports from concerned education officers in 
the area. Strict action will be taken against those found 
guilty,” Sujit Kumar Singh said. 

“A committee has been formed to investigate this entire 
incident. Block Education Officer Prem Nagar and Shas-
tri Nagar will investigate and give their report. Whoever 
is found guilty, punitive action will be taken against 
him,” he added. 

Allahabad HC to take up Gyanvapi Case today
the five plaintiff women and the UP government, parties 
in this case. 

The mosque’s arrangement committee has filed a peti-
tion in the Allahabad High Court against the verdict of 
the Varanasi district in which the court had rejecting the 
objection of the Muslim side,and approved the continua-
tion of Rakhi Singh’s case in the Shringar Gauri case. 

The Varanasi district court had on 12 September dis-
missed a plea by the mosque committee Anjuman In-
tezamia Masjid (AIM) which challenged the maintain-
ability of the suit filed by the five Hindu plaintiffs. 

A total of five petitions related to the Gyanvapi dispute 
of Varanasi are filed in the Allahabad High Court. 

Hearing on three of these petitions has been complet-
ed. In two petitions, one has been filed on behalf of the 
Arrangement Committee and the other on behalf of the 
Sunni Waqf Board. 

Last year, five women, including Rakhi Singh, had filed 
a petition in the district court of Varanasi, seeking permis-
sion for regular worship of Shringar Gauri in the Gyanvapi 
campus.

teChie kills 2-year-old daughter,  
says he didn’t have Money to Feed her
have any money and was not able to feed her. 

The accused and his daughter went missing on No-
vember 15, after which, the child’s mother Bhavya 
filed a missing complaint with the police station. 
According to the police, Parmar was unemployed for the 
last 6 months and incurred a financial loss in his Bitcoin 
business. 

Parmar had also lodged a complaint with the Bengaluru 
police station about the theft of gold jewelry from his house. 
He used to go to the police station and inquire. When the 
police investigated the complaint, it came to know that 
Rahul himself had stolen the jewels from the house and 
pledged. He registered a fake theft case with the police.

The police warned him and asked him to come to the po-
lice station.

It is suspected that Rahul might have done something due 
to fear of facing the consequences of filing a fake case with 
the police.

Police are investigating the case. 
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InvestIgatIon underway

A 14-year-old girl was 
raped by the op-
erator of the shelter 

home at Gyandeep Gurukul 
Aadharshram located at 
Mhasrul Shivra, informed 
the Nashik police on Sunday.

The police also recorded 
statements of other girls 
living in Aadharashram. 
“The police also recorded 
statements of other girls liv-
ing in Aadharashram and 
found that even they were 

raped by the accused,” said 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Zone 1) Kiran Kumar 

Chavan.
According to this state-

ment, the police have start-

ed the process of registering 
more cases against the sus-
pect, Harshal.

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police Kiran Kumar Cha-
van said that the accused 
Harshal alias Sonu was 
interrogated by senior po-
lice officers till late night on 
Saturday at Mahsarul police 
station. 

The police have registered 
a case against the accused 
under the POSCO act and 
Child Atrocities act. Further 
investigation is underway, 
and details are awaited. 
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Home sHelter operator Held 
for rapIng Inmate gIrls 

Deputy Commissioner of Police Kiran Kumar Chavan 

Women’s police station in-charge Monika 
Bishnoi 

In raJastHan 

Case booked against gang 
rape accused under POCSO

A ten-year-old girl was gang raped allegedly 
by her brother-in-law and three other men in 
Hanumangarh, informed the police officials 
on Sunday.

An FIR was registered by the Child Welfare 
Committee at the Women’s Police Station. 
“The police have registered a case against 
the three accused under POCSO and Juvenile 
Justice (JJ) Act,” said Chairman of the Child 
Welfare Committee Jitendra Goyal.

The three accused have been identified as 
Lakhan the girl’s brother-in-law, Suraj and 
Batu.

The Child Welfare Committee registered an 
FIR in the Women’s Police Station.

Women’s police station in-charge Monika 
Bishnoi said, “The police received a letter 
sent by the Child Welfare Committee stating 
the entire incident in which it was written 
that the girl told them that something wrong 
had happened to her.”

The CWC got the rape survivor admitted to 
the Sakhi Centre.

Women’s police station in-charge Monika 
Bishnoi added that a support person was ap-
pointed with the girl. “The support person 
then submitted a report through which we 
then registered the matter under POCSO and 
JJ act,” she said. SCST Cell CO Arun Kumar is 
investigating the matter, informed Women’s 
police station in-charge Monika Bishnoi. 
Further details are awaited. 
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lasHIng out

government would not see posItIve results 
untIl KasHmIr Issue Is resolved: meHBooBa 

People’s Democratic Party (PDP) chief 
Mehbooba Mufti on Sunday, lashed 
out at the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
led centre stating that no matter how 
many troops are deployed in Jammu 
and Kashmir, the Government would 
not see positive results until the Kash-
mir issue is resolved.

The former J-K chief minister also 
warned the BJP not to be “attackers” 
stating that the people of Kashmir know 
how to “chase them away”. The PDP 
chief’s remarks came while addressing 
the party’s youth convention here.

“I want to tell the BJP that when the 
attackers came from Pakistan, the In-
dian Army had not come by then, the 
people did not have any guns in their 
hands, but still they chased the attack-
ers away. So, don’t be attackers, the 
Kashmiris know how to chase them 
away,” Mufti said.

“Kashmir is connected to India 
through its Constitution. But you’ve 
(BJP) destroyed the Constitution. India 
doesn’t belong to BJP. Till the time you 
don’t resolve the Kashmir issue, you 
won’t see any results no matter how 
many troops you send here. We won’t 

let it become the India of the BJP,” she 
added.

Lambasting the Centre for conducting 
the panchayat elections in J-K after the 
abrogation of Article 370 from the then 
state, Mufti asked the top leadership of 
the Centre to contest the panchayat 
polls “if these elections are so good”.

“We established the relation of the 
Constitution with you, which you de-
stroyed. You played with our respect. 
This would not work. If the panchayat 
elections are so good, then what are you 

doing on the top posts? Come down to 
the panchayat. If you say to the entire 
world that you scrapped the Assembly 
and Constitution of J-K, but conducted 
the panchayat elections, then step down 
from the top positions and contest the 
panchayat elections,” she said.

The panchayat elections were held in 
2020, nearly a year after the special sta-
tus in the form of Articles 370 and 35A 
was scrapped from the Constitution in 
August 2019. Mufti, while mentioning 
the India of MK Gandhi and former 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, said 
that she talks about the India that Ne-
hru’s great-grandson Rahul Gandhi is 
searching for.

“The Kashmiri people ask which 
country did I merge with and why? 
I want to tell them that when Hindus 
and Muslims were fighting in the name 
of religion, Kashmir was the only place 
where the Muslims who were in the 
majority here had saved the Kashmiri 
Pandits and Hindus and Sikhs. I am 
talking about the India of not today, 
but the India which Mahatma Gandhi’s 
great-grandson Tushar Gandhi and 
Jawahar Lal Nehru’s great-grandson 
Rahul Gandhi are searching for today. 
I talk of that India which Nehru and 
Gandhi had made together,” she said. 
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People’s Democratic Party (PDP) chief 
Mehbooba Mufti 

In maHarasHtra 

rule of law 

ED summons Anil Parab’s 
close aide Sadanand Kadam

doctor among 3 BooKed for forced 
relIgIous conversIon

The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) has summoned 
Sadanand Kadam, a close 
aide of Shiv Sena (Uddhav 
Balasaheb Thackeray ) lead-
er and former Maharashtra 
minister Anil Parab in con-
nection with a money laun-
dering case.

An FIR has also been reg-
istered against Kadam in 
the illegal resort case of Anil 
Parab in Dapoli, Ratnagiri. 
Sadanand Kadam is the 
brother of former Sena MP 
Ramdas Kadam.

The probe agency had ear-
lier questioned Kadam in 
the money laundering case 
registered against Parab and 
others in connection with 
the Dapoli resort fraud case.

Anil Parab has a resort in 
Dapoli which is allegedly 
illegal and Parab has also 
indulged in corruption to 
build it. ED also intensified 
the investigation regarding 
this resort of Anil Parab.

The ED had called Parab in 
the alleged money launder-
ing case in the Dapoli resort 
case.

It is alleged that the rules 
of the Union Environment 
Ministry have been ignored 
to build the resort, due to 
which the Environment 
Ministry declared it illegal 
and also complained about 
this in the Dapoli Court.

Based on the same com-
plaint, ED registered En-
forcement Case Information 
Report (ECIR) and started 
an investigation into the 

matter.
In connection with the 

case, ED had earlier con-
ducted raids at seven loca-
tions of Parab.

Earlier, BJP leader Kirit 
Somaiya had informed that 
Dapoli Police agreed to 
consider his complaint and 
search for evidence against 
the unauthorized resort.

The government has de-
clared its fraud forgery in 
the illegal construction of 
Dapoli Resort, Somaiya had 
informed.

In 2021, Kirit Somaiya 
lodged a complaint with 
then Union environment 
minister Prakash Javadekar 
against Parab accusing him 
of illegally constructing a re-
sort in Ratnagiri during the 
COVID-19 lockdown.

An FIR has been lodged 
against three people includ-
ing a female doctor for alleg-
edly trying to forcibly convert 
a girl to Islam in Karnataka’s 
Mangaluru. Based on a com-
plaint by the mother of the 
victim Shivani, the police have 
filed an FIR against Khaleel, 
Dr Jameela and Aiman under 
the Karnataka Protection of 
Right to Freedom of Religion 
Bill, 2022. As per the com-
plaint filed by the victim’s 
mother, Shivani used to re-
charge her mobile phone at a 
shop belonging to one Khaleel. 
Khaleel befriended her and 

promised her that she would 
get a good job in 2021.

“He took her to his relative’s 
house, where she was then al-
legedly forced to offer namaz 
and recite the Quran. Also, 
he has changed her name to 
Ayisha. Khalib had also al-
legedly sexually molested 
her,” the complainant said in 
a letter. Thereafter, she was 
taken to a different location 
for a new job. The complaint 
said that her daughter joined 
Dr Jameela’s house for a job, 
where she was forced to wear 
burkha. At the same time, a 
person named Aiman con-
tacted her on Instagram and 
forced her to get into a rela-
tionship with him.
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fIre opened

sHocKIng report

rIgHt to lIfe

fatal accIdent

Neighbours kill 3 of a 
family in Bharatpur 
over  old dispute

In mp, gIrls taKe up smoKIng cIgarettes aged 
seven, says survey report

KasHmIrI pandIts Hold marcH In 
Jammu over safety concerns

Three kids crushed by a passenger 
train in Shri Kiratpur Sahib

Three brothers were shot 
dead when their neighbour 
along with some others al-
legedly opened fire at them 
in their house in Rajasthan’s 
Bharatpur district, police 
said on Sunday.

The incident occurred in 
Sikrora village and the police 
was informed early Sunday.

Additional Superintendent 
of Police Anil Meena said 
one of the dead brothers 

was identified as Samandar 
was involved in a dispute 
with his neighbour Lakhan 
recently.

“Two groups had a brawl 
in Sikrora village of Kumher 
in Bharatpur dist. The brawl 
broke out between Samun-
dar and Lakhan groups in 
which three people died 
in firing that ensued while 
three others were injured,” 
said ASP, Bharatpur Anil 
Meena. ASP, Bharatpur Anil 
Meena said that the injured 
were rushed to the hospital.

A shocking report has come 
to light about smoking and 
consumption of tobacco 
products among the youth in 
Madhya Pradesh (MP). Ac-
cording to the Global Youth 
Tobacco Survey reports, in 
MP girls start smoking ciga-
rettes at an average age of 
seven years while boys get 
into it at an average age of 
11.5 years.

Mission Director (MD) 
National Health Mission, 
Priyanka Das gave the above 
information during ‘Umang 
School Health and Well-

ness’ program organized at 
Hotel Taj, Bhopal on Satur-
day. State Health Minister 
Dr Prabhuram Choudhary 
released the survey report 
of the Global Youth Tobacco 
Survey (GYTS) in the pro-
gramme. The survey report 

further states that the na-
tional average age of girls 
initiating cigarette smoking 
is 9.3 years whereas the na-
tional average age of boys is 
10.4 years. The average age 
of youth (boys and girls) ini-
tiating cigarettes in Madhya 

Pradesh is 8.5 years while the 
national average is 11.5 years.

Around 2.10 per cent of 
girls smoke cigarettes and 
2.40 per cent of boys con-
sume cigarettes in the state. 
Similarly, nearly 2.30 per cent 
of boys and 1 per cent of girls 
smoke Bidi. Around 4.40 
per cent boys and 3.50 per 
cent girls consume tobacco 
in any form in the state. The 
age of these boys and girls 
is between 13 and 15 years 
old. Nevertheless, Madhya 
Pradesh is in 29th position 
in the highest consumption 
of Tobacco among youth 
when compared with 35 other 
states. 

Kashmiri Pandit Migrant 
Employees held a barefoot 
march in Jammu demanding 
that the government should 
address their safety concerns 
while bringing out a compre-
hensive roadmap to relocate 
them in the Valley.

The pandits held the march 
on the occasion of Constitu-
tion Day on November 26 
demanding from the gov-
ernment to safeguard their 
“Right to Life” provided in 
Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion of India. “We have spent 
15 years in Kashmir. The 
Kashmiri Pandits and the 
employees are demanding a 
comprehensive roadmap to 
relocate the Kashmiri Pandits 
in Kashmir. On the occasion 
of Constitution Day, we de-
mand the lives to be saved in 
Kashmir,” one of the protes-
tors said.

“The people of Kashmir are 
with us in this fight. Kashmiri 
Pandits are becoming scape-
goats due to the targeted kill-
ings. The migrant workers 
from other states are being 
killed,” he added.

Another protestor said that 
their Right to Life is being 
violated in Kashmir with the 
spate of targeted killings and 
demanded Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha to take note 
of the situation and talk to the 
employees.

“Our Right to Life in the 

Constitution is being violated. 
We demand from the govern-
ment to ensure the right to 
education and the Right to 
Life which is being violated in 
Kashmir. Until the situation 
becomes good in the valley, 
we demand the government 
to relocate us to Jammu. The 
employees are not demand-
ing anything but their lives. 
The administration should 
show sensitivity and come 
forward to talk to the employ-
ees. The L-G should take note 
of these things,” he said.

Three out of four kids were 
crushed by a passenger train 
near Shri Kiratpur Sahib. 
Three children died on the 
spot while the fourth was 
admitted in the hospital with 
minor injuries.

The accident took place 
Sunday morning when the 
children of migrant labour-
ers were playing near the 

railway track close to the 
bridge over river Satluj. 

As per official reports chil-
dren failed to hear the train’s 
horn due to a disturbance 
created by a waterfall near 
the railway bridge. The train 
stopped after hitting the chil-
dren and Railway staff took 
one surviving child to the 
hospital. 

Police reached the spot af-
ter the accident when locals 
informed them. Police have 

registered a case and dead 
bodies of children were 
handed over to the families. 
The parents of deceased 
children are demanding 
compensation. Jail Minister 
Harjot Singh Bains tweeted 
and said, “In a very sad in-
cident three children have 
lost their lives in a rail acci-
dent in Kiratpur Sahib. An 
enquiry has been ordered. 
My sincere condolences to 
the grieved families.”
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top of the day

customs naBs 
flIer from duBaI 
wItH gold wortH 
rs 48 laKH
koChi: The air intel-
ligence unit (aiu) of the 
Customs department 
seized 1192 grams of gold, 
worth rs 48.5 lakh, at the 
kochi airport on sunday.
on the basis of profiling 
done by the kochi aiu 
batch, customs officers 
intercepted a passen-
ger from Dubai at the 
kochi airport by flight 
iX-434. The accused was 
identified as ali, a native 
of kozhikode district. The 
customs officials found 
four capsules of gold in 
compound form, weighing 
1010 grams, concealed 
inside his body.

odIsHa prImary 
scHool teacHers 
stage protest
bhubaNEsWar:  pri-
mary school teachers 
from different parts of 
odisha staged a protest in 
bhubaneswar on sunday 
with their three-point 
charter of demands for 
the state government.
The protesting teachers 
claimed that they have 
been deprived of their 
dues. The first demand 
of the protesting teach-
ers is to consider their 
six-year period of service 
as a regular appointment 
and giving appraisal for 
the same. The second 
demand of the primary 
teachers association is 
the salary equivalent to 
the central scales. 

socIal medIa 
Influencer 
arrested for 
dupIng women
mumbai: The maharash-
tra police on saturday 
arrested a social media in-
fluencer for allegedly dup-
ing women by pretending 
to belong to a royal family 
of rajasthan. The police 
have informed that the 
social media influencer 
used to extort money from 
the complainant by threat-
ening to kill her and her 
eight-year-old daughter. 

“a case has been booked 
against the influencer ra-
jwir singh under section 
386 (extortion), 354a, 506 
ii of the indian penal Code 
for allegedly extorting rs 
1,33,000 from her since 
april 2021,” senior police 
officer Dattari Thope said.

telangana cm to 
lay foundatIon 
stone for 
aIrport express 
metro
hYDErabaD:  Telangana 
Chief minister k Chan-
drashekar rao will lay 
the foundation stone for 
the proposed corridor for 
airport Express metro 
on December 9. Tak-
ing to Twitter, the state 
urban Development 
minister k Tarakarama 
rao said that the project 
will be taken up from the 
mindspace junction to the 
rajiv gandhi international 
airport in shamshabad at 
an estimated cost of rs 
6,250 crore. “hyderabad is 
Forging ahead. happy to 
announce that hon’ble Cm 
kCr garu will be laying 
the foundation for airport 
Express metro on 9th De-
cember. This project start-
ing at mindspace junction 
to shamshabad airport 
will be 31 km long and will 
be costing approximately 
rs 6,250 cr,” the minister 
said in a tweet.

Kashmiri Pandit employees hold barefoot march in Jammu.

Mission Director (MD) National Health Mission, Priyanka Das 
addressing the programme.



Under the Rozgar 
M e l a  s c h e m e , 
Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi distributed 
about 71,000 appointment 
letters to newly-inducted 
recruits on 22 November 
2022, via video conferenc-
ing. The Rozgar Mela is a 
step towards fulfillment 
of the commitment of the 
PM to accord highest pri-
ority to employment gen-
eration. The Rozgar Mela is 
expected to act as a catalyst 
in providing meaningful 
opportunities to the youth 
for their empowerment and 
participation in national de-
velopment. Earlier in Octo-
ber this year, appointment 
letters were handed over to 
75,000 newly-inducted ap-
pointees under Rozgar Mela. 

In addition to the categories 
of posts filled earlier, posts of 
teachers, lecturers, nurses, 
nursing officers, doctors, 
pharmacists, radiographers 
and other technical and 
paramedical posts are also 
being filled. A significant 
number of posts are be-
ing filled by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs in various 
Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF) also. 

The Aatmanirbhar Bharat 
Rojgar Yojana (ABRY) has 
been launched with effect 
from 1 October 2020 to in-
centivize employers for cre-
ation of new employment 
and restoration of loss of em-
ployment during Covid-19 
pandemic. An employee 
drawing a monthly wage 
of less than Rs 15,000 who 
was not working in any es-
tablishment registered with 
the Employees’ Provident 
Fund Organization (EPFO) 
before 1 October 2020 was 
eligible for the benefit. The 
employees who lost their job 
during Covid-19 pandemic 
and did not join in any EPF 
covered establishment upto 
30 September 2020 were 
also eligible for the benefit.

The Modi government for 

a period of over two years, 
has been crediting both 
the employee share (12% of 
wages) and employer’s share 
(12% of wages) of contribu-
tion payable, or only the em-
ployee’s share, depending on 
employment strength of the 
EPFO registered establish-
ments.

The scheme commenced 
from 1 October 2020 and 
registration was open for 
eligible employers and new 
employees upto 31 March 
2022. The scheme was in-
tended to benefit a total of 
71.80 lakh members. To-
tal registration under the 
scheme is 75.11 lakh. As on 
date, benefits have been pro-
vided to over 60 lakh bene-
ficiaries through more than 
1.50 lakh establishments 
in the country. Needless to 
add, ABRY has been a mas-
sive catalyst in employment 
generation and is still going 
strong, with employment 
given to over 6 million peo-
ple in the last 2 years alone, 
something India’s fractious 
Opposition has failed to di-
gest and a left leaning media 
has failed to report.

Besides employment op-
portunities provided under 
Rozgar Mela and ABRY, a 
whopping 

8.41 crore rural women 
members have been mobil-
ised through Deendayal An-
tyodaya Yojana - National 
Rural Livelihoods Mission, 
(DAY-NRLM), into 77.4 lakh 
Self-Help Groups (SHGs). 
DAY-NRLM has been mo-
bilised across 721 districts 
and 6842 blocks of 34 States 

and Union Territories.  
MGNREGS under the 

Modi government is also 
going beyond its conven-
tional role of acting just as a 
source of rural employment 
for women, to becoming a 
dynamic platform to place 
demands for village com-
munity work, to negotiate 
for space and power with 
gram panchayats and for 
networking. Members of 
self-help groups engaged 
with MGNREGS workers 
to help build an irrigation 
drain in Dimoruguri Gram 
Panchayat of Guijan Block 
in Tinsukia, Assam, as bril-
liantly documented by Indi-
aSpend in a series of articles 
in the last few years. 

IndiaSpend writes: “For 
Saroj Jaiswal, a 40-year-
old single woman of Urra 
village of Bahraich in Uttar 
Pradesh, the job card means 
the ability to negotiate for 
power and space with the 
gram panchayat officials”. 
Jaiswal told IndiaSpend, 
“Ham pradhan aur sachiv-ji 
se kaam nikalvaana seekh 
gaye hain. Aur woh job card 
ke madhyam se hua hai!” 
(We have learned how to get 
work done from our pan-
chayat president and secre-
tary, and it was thanks to our 
fight for our job cards.) Mil-
lions of women like Jaiswal 
have learned to use their 
SHGs to demand village 
community works, to ne-
gotiate for space and power 
with their gram panchayats, 
and to catch up with friends-
-or, to put it in the work con-
text, to network. This has in 

turn bolstered these collec-
tives and enabled them to 
become more involved in 
rural development and be-
come significant catalysts in 
employment generation.

In rural areas, women 
come together under SHGs 
to address their common 
problems, such as by en-
gaging in weekly savings to 
create a corpus of funds--for 
activities known as ‘thrift’ 
and ‘credit’--for use in per-
sonal emergencies or to tide 
over pressing needs. Their 
participatory planning pro-
cess involves discussions 
and drawing up demands 
for the development of their 
villages. 

The movement of women 
oriented SHGs has intensi-
fied in the last 8 years under 
the aegis of PM Modi, with 
over 77 lakh of them work-
ing across the country, a fig-
ure over three times more 
than under the erstwhile 
Congress regime, with over 
8 crore women being con-
nected with these groups. Be 
it manufacturing masks and 
sanitisers or delivering food 
to the needy and spreading 
awareness, the contribution 
of SHGs and ‘Sakhi groups’ 
was incomparable in every 
way, during Covid. 

An important decision was 
taken during the pandemic 
to raise the loan amount for 
SHGs from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 
20 lakh without any guar-
antee, by the Modi govern-
ment. Also, Rs 1625 crore 
was released as capitalisa-
tion support fund to over 
four lakh such groups. In 

addition, Modi government 
also released Rs 25 crore as 
seed money for 7500 SHG 
members under the PM-
FME (PM Formalisation 
of Micro Food Processing 
Enterprises) scheme of the 
Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries and Rs 4.13 crore 
as funds to 75 FPOs (Farmer 
Producer Organisations) 
being promoted under the 
mission. Unsecured loans of 
about Rs 4 lakh crore have 
been made available to these 
SHGs, in the last 8 years.

PM Modi has, time and 
again, spoken about the 
power of the youth and how 
they have the ability and 
the opportunity to change 
the world. From being job 
creators as entrepreneurs, 
to their tech ability, the PM 
has emphasised upon the 
important role the youth 
of India has to play for the 
growth of our country, by 
emphasising on the concept 
of “Yuva Devo Bhava, Yuva 
Shakti Devo Bhava”. As In-
dia under Modi, transitions 
from being an economy of 
job seekers to that of job 
creators, both tailor-made 
employment schemes like 
ABRY and SHGs led by 
young and aspirational In-
dia, will redefine the very 
concept of employment 
generation, making it more 
inclusive, with a focus on 
shared values and shared 
goals.

Sanju Verma is an economist, 
National Spokesperson of the 
BJP and the bestselling author 
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

PM’s employment catalyst: Rozgar 
Mela and beyond  
India has travelled from being an economy of job seekers to that of job 
creators. In the process, tailor-made employment schemes like ABRY 
and SHGs, led by young and aspirational India, have worked wonder. 

Not much impact 

Job seeker to Job creator

With General Asim 
Munir set  to  take 
charge as Pakistan’s 
new army chief on 29 
November, India needs 
to be more cautious 
now as the former ISI 
head would be more 
hardline. The fact that 
New Delhi cannot af-
ford to ignore is that 
Munir was heading 
Pakistan’s intelligence 
agency --ISI -- at the 
time of the February 
2019 terror attack in 
Pulwama that claimed 
lives of 40 CRPF troop-
ers. This horrific attack 
had triggered a military 
confrontation between 
India and Pakistan. 
Though Munir was 
keeping a low profile at 
that time, deliberately 
trying not to come on 
record with any state-
ment related to the at-
tack, he was playing a 
key role in formulation 
of military-level strat-
egy to respond to any 
counteraction by New Delhi then.

It’s good that diplomatic and security establish-
ments in India are already alert as they are seeing 
a “hardliner” in General Munir. Many in the dip-
lomatic establishment here believe, and rightly so, 
that the new Pakistan army chief Gen Asim Mu-
nir could be more rigid and aggressive than the 
incumbent army chief General Bajwa who would 
be retiring on 29 November. There may not be any 
record of his statements in the public domain per-
taining to Kashmir or any other issues that tend 
to trigger confrontation between New Delhi and 
Islamabad, but he would definitely be pursuing 
aggressive military strategy and policy against In-
dia. Undoubtedly, the Pakistan army has greater 
influence in Islamabad’s foreign policy, and this 
will continue with Munir taking charge of the 
military leadership of the country. The Pakistan 
Army’s policy to have a total command of the for-
eign policy matters is not going to change under 
any circumstances. India, especially the Kashmir 
issue, is one of the key focus areas of Pakistan’s 
foreign policy. The outgoing COAS General Bajwa 
once said that the army will no longer interfere in 
the political affairs of the country. Who can believe 
this? Will Asim Munir follow what Bajwa said? 
He will never allow such a situation to be a new 
normal in Pakistan where the army continues to 
call the shots even in political matters. The ques-
tion being asked now is whether the international 
border will be peaceful after Munir takes over as 
Pakistan army chief. Also, will the Pakistan army 
respect the ceasefire along LOC? Experts say that 
all this is not possible even under the new army 
chief. On the contrary, there might be a spurt in 
infiltration of terrorists from across the border. It 
is no secret that Pakistan’s ISI has been found sup-
porting terror groups and their camps in PoK and 
Pakistan, who keep attacking innocent people in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Now, the head of the same 
ISI would be at the helm of the army in Pakistan. 
Does it not underline the need for India to be more 
cautious and alert? Does it not suggest that there 
might be more attempts to foment trouble in the 
Kashmir Valley? Experts believe that Munir can-
not afford to be seen to be any positive towards 
or friendly with India. What is also important to 
note is that Munir is taking the army’s charge at 
a time when the Pakistan Army has criticised the 
recent announcement by the Indian Northern Ar-
eas, the Northern Command General, about read-
iness to occupy Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. This 
statement has been criticised by the ISPR. The 
new army chief Munir is opening his new innings 
amid the bitter note that this issue has set. With 
this being the case, Gen Munir’s statement on the 
PoK would be awaited keenly by India. Another 
important point that India must be looking into is 
Pakistan army’s and ISI’s future strategy to grow 
influence in Afghanistan further, as New Delhi 
is focussing on its constructive and diplomatic 
activities in Kabul under the new regime of the 
Taliban.  The new boss in Rawalpindi would be 
playing a key role in deciding how Pakistan goes 
ahead with its Afghan policy. Needles to mention, 
Pakistan has been averse to India’s presence in 
Afghanistan. Importantly, no substantial change 
in attitude and working style of the Pakistan army 
under General Munir is expected.

T. BRAJESH

perspective
‘NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH’

NeW pakistaN armY 
chieF GeN muNir 
WiLL be a ‘harDLiNe’, 
iNDia NeeDs to be 
cautious

On 12 November, a video 
went viral on social media 
wherein Congress senior 
leader and Rajya Sabha 
MP Madhusudan Mistry 
was seen making a deroga-
tory remark against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
‘Aap mujse puchhate hai to 
main to kahunga ki ye Na-
rendra Modi ki aukat ba-
tayenge.’ When a journalist 
in Ahmedabad questioned 
him about the Congress 
party’s manifesto promise 
to rename the Narendra 
Modi Stadium in Ahmed-
abad to Sardar Patel Stadi-

um, Mistry had replied like 
this. 

Referring to Mistry’s re-
mark, the PM responded 
while addressing a rally 
in Surendranagar, “You 
are all royal families, but I 
am from a normal family. 
I have no aukat. I am a se-
vak and sevadar, and sevak 
and sevadar have no aukat. 
In the past, the Congress 
had used words like ‘neech 
aadmi’, ‘maut ka saudagar’ 
and ‘naali ka keeda’ for me. 
I urge you to talk about de-
velopment instead of play-
ing this game of aukat.” BJP 
also condemned Mistry’s 
remark and stated that 
such an insult to the PM by 
a Congress leader would be 
met with a strong response 
from the people.

Since then, a question is 
being asked in the politi-
cal circle that whether this 
derogatory remark by a 
congress leader against an 

immensely popular leader 
and PM Narendra Modi will 
help BJP in the assembly 
election as in the past? To 
know right answer, we need 
to have a look at the prevail-
ing political atmosphere. 
Elections are not known 
to be decided by a remark, 
but an intense debate on the 
topic can certainly influence 
or instigate a voter’s mind.

Sonia Gandhi’s ‘maut ka 
saudagar’ jibe in the 2007 
assembly election might 
have played a big role, a 
clean sweep for the BJP. 
Modi during his five years of 
tenure had united Gujaratis 
on ‘Gujarati Asmita’ and ran 
his government on a devel-
opment agenda without sur-
rendering before the com-
munal propaganda after 
2002 riots. People’s mindset 
was molded by the feeling of 
‘Center’s injustice to Guja-
rat’ in all welfare schemes. 
Modi has his own style of 
aggressive campaigning, 
raising Gujarati pride and 
converting it into political 
gain. However, the descrip-
tion ‘maut ka saudagar’ was 
a mistake that was shrewdly 
exploited by BJP with seri-
ous consequences for con-
gress’s determined chal-
lenge.

The same way, Mani Shan-
kar Aiyar’s twin statements 

in 2017, headlined by TV 
channels with prime time 
debates, had also helped 
Narendra Modi to get the 
political benefits to win the 
assembly election. Aiyar’s 
statement ‘Mujhko lagta 
hai ki ye aadmi bahut neech 
kisam ka aadmi hai, isme 
koi sabhyata nahi hai, aur 
aise mauke par is kisam 
ki gandi rajniti karne ki 
kya avashyakta hai?’ was 
strongly objected by the BJP. 

Not only that, after realis-
ing the mistake of insulting 
Narendra Modi in 2012, the 
Congress had suspended 
him from the party without 
any delay. Rahul Gandhi as 
working president of the 
party also wrote publically 
on twitter: “BJP and PM 
routinely use filthy lan-
guage to attack Congress 
party. Congress has a differ-
ent culture and heritage. I do 
not appreciate the tone and 
language used by Mr Mani 
Shankar Aiyar to address 
the PM. Both the Congress 
and I expect him to apolo-
gize for what he said.” But 
the damage was done. Late 
in that evening, PM lashed 
out at the Congress saying 
the comments were a sign 
of ‘Mughlai mindset’. This 
‘Mughlai mindset’ sees 
everyone but princess as 
‘neech’. Again the BJP had 

an opportunity to exploit 
the sentiments of angry vot-
ers.

Can the BJP exploit the 
same in this elections too? 
No, it cannot as the politi-
cal scenario is different this 
time. The congress has not 
been in power at the Centre 
since 2014. BJP has been 
ruling party in Gujarat since 
2002. As the anti-incum-
bency is in full force, it is 
very difficult for the BJP to 
take advantage of ‘aukat’ re-
marks and gain voters’ sym-
pathy. There is not much 
‘anger’ against the Congress 
for ‘aukat’ comments. So, it 
cannot be exploited like in 
the past. 

Moreover, the BJP’s strat-
egy on exploitation of vot-
ers’ sentiments is exposed 
to great extent. After two 
decades of experiences, the 
voters have realised that hue 
and cry over such comment 
is nothing but a ‘gameplan’.  

Another important point 
is that derogatory remarks 
against individuals, rude 
remarks about women, 
threatening and hateful 
statements have become 
very common in our pol-
ity. There was a time when 
in public life, moderation 
and modesty in speech and 
behaviour were important. 
Nowadays, political en-

vironment is polluted by 
many leaders, and in this re-
spect all parties are more or 
less same. It seems not a day, 
or a week goes by without 
any nasty utterances—be it 
about spreading hatred or 
passing comments against 
political opponents. 

Massive expansion of so-
cial media and its usages by 
politicians have only ampli-
fied this disturbing trend. 
The use of hateful and divi-
sive language by high-rank-
ing politicians had increased 
almost 500% between 
2009 and 2018, an NDTV 
data collection exercise had 
found. Based on what they 
found, there had been 124 
instances of VIP hate speech 
by 45 politicians, compared 
to 21 instances under UPA 
2, an increase of 490%. In 
2022, the situation may have 
worsened further.

So people do not really 
get excited with such com-
ments that are made here 
and there, and many simply 
don’t take them seriously. 
This is the reason why the 
PM and the BJP are not ag-
gressive and enthusiastic to 
bank upon the derogatory 
remark ‘aukat’. 
Sudhir S. Raval is a veteran 
journalist and columnist from 
Gujarat and Consulting Editor 
with iTV Network, New Delhi.

‘Aukat’ remarks for Modi: Why is 
Gujarat not enthusiastic about it?
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The Pakistan army’s 
policy to have a total 
command of the foreign 
policy matters is not 
going to change under 
any circumstances. india, 
especially the Kashmir 
issue, is one of the key 
focus areas of Pakistan’s 
foreign policy. The 
outgoing COas General 
Bajwa once said that 
the army will no longer 
interfere in the political 
affairs of the country. 
Who can believe this? 
Will asim munir follow 
what Bajwa said? 
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The Delhi High Court in 
the case Ateet Bansal v. 
Commissioner of Police, 
Delhi and Anr and has di-
rected the Delhi Police for 
ensuring that all steps are 
taken to prevent prostitu-
tion rings from being oper-
ated “under the garb of the 
massage parlours”.

The division bench com-
prising of Chief Justice 
Satish Chandra Sharma 
and Justice Subramonium 
Prasad in the case observed 
and has disposed of a pub-
lic interest litigation filed 
by one Ateet Bansal against 
the operation of “ illegal 
flesh trade or sex rackets” 
in relation to the national 
capital.

It has been argued by 
the Bansal that sex racket 
businesses which is being 
operating under the garb 
of massage parlours pose 
a serious threat in relation 
to the safety and dignity 
of women. Further, it was 
submitted by him that the 
authorities have failed to 
act on his complaints. 

However, the bench took 
a note of the Delhi Police’s 
affidavit in the matter 
wherein stating that neces-
sary action is being taken 
whenever an complaint or 
an information is received 
regarding prostitution 
rackets which is operating 
under the garb of massage 
parlours.

The bench while consid-
ering that the Delhi Police 
has been taking necessary 

actions, the present court is 
of the opinion that no fur-
ther orders are required to 
be passed in the present 
petition in light of the di-
rections which has already 
been issued by Respondent 
No. 1. The bench stated 
while disposing of the PIL 
and has been directed to 
the Respondent Police to 
ensure all the steps are un-
dertaken to prevent pros-
titution rings from being 
conducted under the garb 
of massage parlours.

It has also been informed 
by the Delhi Police to the 
court that the directions 
and instructions have been 
issued to all DCPs for keep-
ing a vigil on massage par-
lours and also for taking 
appropriate legal action in 
case where the court notice 
any illegal activities taking 
place there.

It has been agreed by the 
Bansal that the operation 
of sex rackets and prosti-
tution rings are directly in 
violation of Section 8 of the 
Immoral Traffic (Preven-
tion) Act, 1956 and has also 
the transgresses upon the 
right to life under Article 21 
and goes against the prohi-
bition of trafficking under 
Article 23 of the constitu-
tion of India.

IN COURT

HIGH COURT DIRECTED 
DELHI POLICE TO 
TAKE ACTION AGAINST 
‘PROSECUTION RINGS’ 
OPERATING ‘UNDER 
GRAB OF MASSAGE 
PARLOURS’
TDG NETWORK 

Justice Sanjay Kishan 
Kaul, the judge of the 
Supreme Court has 

been nominated by the 
President of India as the 
Executive Chairman of the 
National Legal Services Au-
thority.

However, Justice Kaul is 
the second senior judge of 
the Supreme Court. Justice 
DY Chandrachud, the pres-
ent Chief Justice of India 
was the previous Executive 
Chairman of NALSA.

The post was being occu-
pied by the second judge of 
the Supreme Court.

On November 25, the 
notification issued by the 
Ministry of Law and Jus-
tice read as that in exercise 
of the powers which are 
conferred under Clause (b) 
of sub-section (2) of Sec-
tion 3 of the Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987, thus, 
the President is pleased 
to nominate Hon’ble Shri 

Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul, 
Judge, Supreme Court of In-
dia, as Executive Chairman, 
the National Legal Services 

Authority, with immediate 
effect. The Chief Justice of 
India is the Patron-in-Chief 
of the NALSA, as per the Le-

gal Services Authority Act 
1987. A retired or serving 
judge of the Supreme Court 
of India is to be nominated 

by the President, in consul-
tation with the Chief Justice 
of India, as the Executive 
Chairman.

IN COURT

PRESIDENT NOMINATES JUSTICE 
SANJAY KISHAN KAUL, SUPREME 
COURT JUDGE AS EXECUTIVE 
CHAIRMAN OF NALSA

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Syed Was-
eem Rizwi versus. ECI And Anr observed 
and has adjourned the hearing of writ 
petition which sought the ban of political 
parties which use names and symbols with 
religious connotations to January 31.

The bench comprising of Justice MR 
Shah and Justice MM Sundresh, the Se-
nior Advocate Dushyant Dave appear-
ing for the Indian Union Muslim League 
(IUML) submitted that the petitioner was 
selectively impleading certain parties. The 
petitioner in the plea had impleaded IUML 
and AIMIM.

The petitioner’s credibility has also been 
questioned by the Dave, wherein stating 
that he had been released on bail recently 
in a hate speech case.

On September 12, the court granted bail 
to Jitendra Narayan Tyagi aka Waseem 
Rizvi in the case related to the alleged hate 
speeches made at the Dharm Sansad which 
was organized in Haridwar between 17th 
and the 19th December 2021.

It has been stated by Justice Shah told 
Dave that in a previous order, permission 
has already been granted to the petitioner 
to implead parties. Counsel, do not be too 
technical.

The counsel, Senior Advocate Gaurav 
Bhatia appearing for the petitioner sub-
mitted in response that these are state rec-
ognized parties. It has been observed by 
this court that they can be made a party if I 
agree. Thus, the Shiv Sena is not based on 
Lord Shiva but Shivaji Maharaj.

It has then been directed by the bench 
that a copy of the counter affidavit filed by 
Election Commission of India be served to 
the petitioners. The respondent was also 
allowed to file counter and petitioners to 
file a rejoinder.

In its counter-affidavit, it has been in-
formed by the ECI to the Supreme Court 
that there is no express statutory provi-
sion under the Representation of Peoples 
Act, 1951 which bars the registration of po-
litical parties with names having religious 
connotations. It was observed that during 
a previous hearing, the Senior Advocate 
Bhatia, appearing for the petitioner, had 
submitted that two parties which are rec-
ognised state parties have the word “Mus-
lim” in their name. Therefore, some parties 
are having crescent moon and stars in their 
official flags. It has also been stated that the 
petition listed several other parties which 
have religious names.

IN COURT

Petitioner Seeking Ban On 
Political Parties With Religious 
Names Tells Supreme Court” 
‘Shiv Sena Based On Shivaji 
Maharaj & Not Lord Shiva’
TDG NETWORK 

“I don’t understand how the 
legal system has let this go on 
for so long. Maybe it’s like the 
first one of its kind and they 
don’t know how to handle it, 
but it seems like it’s an epic 
fail of the legal system, that 
this has gone on for so long 
and there has been no reso-
lution even. It just seems like 
it keeps getting worse.” – An-
drew Gallery.

The concept of conserva-
torship and its implementa-
tion have been very different. 
Assuming that the system 
of conservatorship did not 
intend for a conservatee to 
essentially lose their basic 
human rights but in the case 
of Britney Spears that is ex-
actly what happened. The 
intentions of those involved 
were definitely factors which 
affected the whole situation 
in a negative way; however, 
the lacunae in legislation 
regarding conservatorship, 
the improper implementa-
tion, the apparent moments 
of ignorance on the part of 
the justice system are also 
crucial factors. This article 
aims to analyze where the 
justice system lacks in this 
regard via the analysis of the 
life of Britney Spears under 
the conservatorship through 
the documentary ‘Britney vs. 
Spears’. 

A conservatorship, simply 
put, is allowing someone 
else to make decisions about 
your personal and financial 
affairs. Some people have 
called conservatorship tanta-
mount to a civil death. In the 
way it has been implemented, 
a conservatee loses their abil-

ity to decide on anything re-
lated to their healthcare, in-
cluding treatments, drugs to 
take if necessary. They lose 
their right to communicate 
with people of their choos-
ing and the right to visit 
them. Thus, it should only 
be implemented in severe 
cases. Criteria for being un-
der a conservatorship clearly 
needs to be rigorous. Britney 
Spears does not seem to fit 
into the current criteria. You 
have to be unable to meet 
your needs for food, clothing, 
health and shelter to actually 
need to be under a conserva-
torship.

When it comes to the man-
agement of an individual’s 
estate, in India, there is no 
conservatorship system per 
se but in its stead there is 
an inquisition followed by 
a recording of the findings 
according to which it is de-
termined whether a person 
is mentally unfit. In the cir-
cumstance of a person be-
ing mentally unfit, further 
consideration is made of the 
person’s capability of man-
aging their estate on their 
own. If someone is deemed 
unfit then, through due pro-
cess, a guardian is appointed. 
When it comes to property it 
is managed by the Court of 
Wards unless there is an ex-
ception.

Britney was being stalked 
and put at risk by the pa-
parazzi. She did not seem to 
trust her family and she also 
had a failed marriage and a 
very public custody battle. 
This all is very likely to take 
a toll on a person — and it did. 
At this point, anybody who 
keeps up with pop culture 
knows about the infamous 
Britney meltdowns. It is 
acknowledged that Britney 
needed help at this point of 
time, however the way in 
which she should have re-
ceived it is debatable. Even 
if the conservatorship was 
the right course of action the 

duration of thirteen years 
renders it problematic.

It actually takes very little 
to become a conservator, in 
most cases a family mem-
ber is approved by the court. 
Ideally a little more atten-
tion can be paid to how the 
relationship between a con-
servatee and the conserva-
tor actually is and ought to 
be. The conservatorship 
instead of making matters 
better seemed to make mat-
ters worse and her family, 
especially her father who 
was her conservator lacked 
the necessary concern to 
aid her. Jamie Spears had 
bankruptcy and financial 
mismanagement issues and 
a drinking problem which 
made it seem unlikely for 
him to be competent enough 
to deal with Britney’s affairs. 
Britney also claimed that Ja-
mie ‘siphoned millions’ from 
the conservatorship, using  
her estate to pay his legal fees 
amongst other things.

 Here lies the major distinc-
tions, in India, a guardian is 

‘appointed’ and the Act states 
that “No person, who is the 
legal heir….shall be appoint-
ed under section 53,54 or 55 
to be the guardian…unless 
the District Court or, as the 
case may be, the Collector, 
for reasons to be recorded in 
writing, considers that such 
appointment is for the ben-
efit of the mentally ill person.” 

In the case of the US, the 
conservatee has to be given 
a 5 days’ notice before the 
conservatorship is set to 
begin so they can get their 
matters in order and contest 
the conservatorship if they 
wish to. This rule can be by-
passed; however there needs 
to be a justifiable reason. In 
the case of Britney, her par-
ents accused her friend and 
ex – manager – Sam Lutfi of 
being overbearing and drug-
ging Britney, hence believing 
he was dangerous and had 
to be kept away immediately. 

Against all evidence support-
ing Britney’s sobriety, the 
court decided to carry fur-
ther the process for bypass-
ing the 5 day notice. 

Sam was only one of the 
reasons given to justify the 
initially temporary conser-
vatorship. One of the reasons 
given was that she suppos-
edly had dementia. The doc-
tor’s provided medical evalu-
ation was contestable due to 
certain inconstancies. At the 
time this diagnosis was given, 
Britney was guest starring in 
a tv show, writing an album 
and performing, a person 
with dementia is unlikely 
to be able to do these things. 
Her medication dozes were 
randomly changed and were 
forced upon her, she was also 
forced into a mental health 
facility in 2019 and was 
made to tell the public that 
she went voluntarily. 

In India the District Court 
and other authorities have a 
role to play in the affairs of a 
mentally ill person whether 
the situation may be per-
manent or temporary. This 
perhaps makes the system 
less prone to leading to the 
exploitation of mentally in-
capacitated individuals. 

In the case of the mental 
illness being temporary the 
management of a person is 
given a particular duration 
period. There is also provi-
sion for it to cease in the case 
of the mental illness ceasing 
preceded by a formal in-
quisition. These provisions 
can help escape from the 
loop the conservatorship 
can plausibly cause – on the 
face of it how can you tell if 
a person is not in need of a 
conservatorship/guardian-
ship anymore? If a person’s 
mental state seems to be get-
ting worse under a conserva-
torship/guardianship does it 
mean they need to be under 
one or that the conservator-
ship/guardianship is detri-
mental.

A fundamental to one’s 
legal representation is their 
counsel. If no one else, it is 
crucial that your lawyer is 
on your side; the fragility in 
the conservatorship process 
lies in the fact that the lawyer 
for the conservatee’s counsel 
only gets paid once upon the 
approval of the conservator, 
thereby compromising the 
justful representation of the 
conservatee. 

Even though under Indian 
law it appears that a mentally 
incapacitated person cannot 
choose the legal representa-
tion they are entitled to, the 
structure of the guardian-
ship ensures that the lawyer 
is acting in the best interest 
of the client.

She wanted to change her 
lawyer for the longest time. 
The court was given the 
impression that she did not 
have sufficient capacity to 
retain counsel of her choice, 
she tried to contest this how-
ever was not successful. 

So diminished was her 
liberty at this point that to 
try to speak out she had to 
write a letter describing the 
exploitative nature of the 
conservatorship and give it 
to a friend to read out; how-
ever even that was quashed. 
The people working with her 
while she was on tour com-
mented that the amount of 
time she was working was 
bad for both her physical 
and mental health, the exact 
opposite of what the conser-
vatorship is meant to do. The 
efficacy of a conservatorship 
depends upon execution un-
der the law and the corrupt-
ibility of the parties involved. 
There was a wide disparity 
in her allowance and the net 
income she grossed in a year.

In India under the Mental 
Health Act - Section 81 sub 
section 3 – it is stated that 

“subject to any rules made in 
this behalf under section 94 
for the purpose of prevent-
ing vexatious or defamatory 

communications or com-
munications prejudicial to 
the treatment of mentally ill 
persons, no letters or other 
communications sent by 
or to a mentally ill persons 
under treatment shall be 
intercepted, detained or de-
stroyed.” Although it cannot 
be said that this provision 
prevents situations like that 
of Britney Spears, it does act 
as a safeguard.
“When I tell them the way 
I feel, it’s like they hear but 
they’re really not listening … 
It’s like, it’s bad. I’m sad.” At 
the same time she said this, 
her father was telling the 
public how great the conser-
vatorship was for her. This 
contradiction was left un-
acknowledged by the justice 
system. Although, she did 
garner public support on the 
matter. There were sealed 
court documents of her ex-
pressing how depressed and 
angry she felt. The conserva-
torship, in the case of Britney 
Spears, proved to be detri-
mental and failed to serve 
its purpose or role : from a 
false diagnosis to a plausible 
façade created by involved 
parties and even sealed court 
documents withholding 
Britney’s expression of her 
plight. “I don’t think how the 
state of California can have 
all this written in the court 
documents from the time I 
showed up and do absolutely 
nothing.” - Britney Spears
‘Britney vs. Spears’ is a case 

in point for a larger and lon-
ger battle for we as partici-
pants living under the rule of 
law in society should not be 
passive receivers of decrees 
without critical participation  

— our laws should evolve 
with us.
*Disclaimer : The contents 

and the narrative in this 
article has been taken from 
the documentary ‘Britney 
vs. Spears’ and other sourc-
es which are available in the 
public domain. 
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Saras Aajeevika Mela 
2022 concluded to-
day, breaking all its 

old records with a business 
turnover of more than Ru-
pees 6 crores in last 14 days. 
The finest handicraft and 
handloom products from 
the remote areas of Rural 
India were displayed at the 
SARAS Aajeevika Mela 
2022, organised by the 
Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment and National Institute 
of Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR) 
at the 41st India Interna-
tional Trade Fair (IITF) at 
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.
More than 300 craftsmen 
participated and showcased 
their products through 
around 150 stalls in the ex-
hibition. Around 300 wom-
en from self-help groups 
from 26 States displayed 
handicraft, handloom and 
natural food items from dif-
ferent rural areas across the 
country in these stalls. 

Huge number of people 
visited Saras Aajeevika 
Mela during the trade fair 
in Pragati Maidan. Saras 
remained the favourite 

choice of the visitors due to 
decorated stalls, spectacular 
theme pavilion and cultural 
programs in the evening.    

The famous SARAS Aa-
jeevika Mela, focusing on 
the theme of ‘tradition, art, 
craft and culture’ is one of 
the most prestigious gov-
ernment initiatives, that not 
just offers best of the cul-
tural heritage, but also tells 
the story of rural women 
donning the hat of an entre-
preneur at a national level 
platform. 

A wide range of products 
from over 26 States were 
exhibited for sale at the 
SARAS Aajeevika Mela 
2022. The SARAS Aajee-
vika Mela showcased the 
best of its collection in han-
dloom sarees, dress materi-
als, accessories and organic 
handicraft products from 
different states across India. 
Each stall, each product and 
each of the participating ru-
ral SHG women had a story 
to share. SARAS offered the 
listed products at the exhi-

bition. Handicraft: Bam-
boo art and water hyacinth 
products from Assam; Mad-
hubani paintings and Sikki 
craft from Bihar; Candles, 
Soap, Wooden name plates 
from Chhattisgarh; Wooden 
toys, decorative items from 
Goa and Gujarat; Metal art, 
Terracotta item, Artifacts 
from Haryana; artificial 
flower art from North East; 
Jewellery from Karnataka; 
Footwear from Maharash-
tra; Sabai handicrafts, Brass 
item, Golden grass products 
from Odisha; Bangles from 
Bihar; Jute Hand bags from 
West Bengal were some of 
the showcased items.

Handloom: Silk saree, 
cotton saree, handloom 
cloth, cotton suit from 
Odisha, Bihar and Chhat-
tisgarh; bedsheets from Ut-
tar Pradesh; Kantha Stich 
sarees and dress materials 
from West Bengal; exclusive 
sarees of Telangana and 
Kerala; Woollen and Pash-
mina shawls of Jammu & 
Kashmir; dress materials, 
woollen shawls and jackets 
from Uttarakhand, wool-
len shawls from Himachal 
Pradesh; hand crafted jut-
ties and mojeries, leather 

items of Rajasthan, leather 
lamp sheds, painting and 
wood craft of Andhra 
Pradesh.

Food items: Natural food 
items, gram-flour, rice, ca-
shew nut, organic pulses 
from Chhattisgarh and 
Jharkhand, spices and cof-
fee from Kerala, tea leaves 
from Sikkim, organic veg-
etables and spices from Ut-
tarakhand; medicinal herbs, 
rice and honey from Uttar 
Pradesh and mahua ladoo 
from Chhattisgarh etc.

The SARAS Aajeevika 
Mela helped in spreading 
the Prime Minister Shri Na-
rendra Modi’s vision of ‘Vo-
cal for Local, Local to Global’  

About SARAS Aajeevika 
Mela:

SARAS Mela is an initia-
tive by the Deendayal An-
tyodaya Yojana-National 
Rural Livelihoods Mission 
[DAY-NRLM], Ministry 
of Rural Development 
(MoRD), Govt. of India to 
bring the rural women 
SHG members formed un-
der DAY NRLM, under one 
platform to showcase their 
skills, sell and build link-
ages with potential market 
players at fair price.

Union Minister of 
State (Independent 
Charge) Science 

& Technology; Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) 
Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, 
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Pensions, Atomic 
Energy and Space, Dr Ji-
tendra Singh said, under 
PM Narendra Modi, a new 
governance model has 
sought to be introduced in 
India based on the Mantra 
of “Maximum governance, 
Minimum government” to 
seek technology driven ease 
of governance. 

Inaugurating the 25th Na-
tional Conference on e-Gov-
ernance (NCeG), the silver 
jubilee edition of the NCeG 
in Katra, Jammu & Kashmir, 
Dr Jitendra Singh said, the 
ultimate objective of good 
governance is to bring ease 
of living in the life of com-
mon man. He said, Modi 
Government has preempt-
ed the need of Information 
Technology and inculcated 
the same in each and every 
aspect of governance and 
has committed to augment 
inclusive growth across all 
sectors.

The Department of Ad-
ministrat ive  Reforms 
&  P ub l i c  G r i eva n c e s 
(DARPG) and Ministry 
of Electronics & Informa-
tion Technology (MeitY), 
Government of India, in 
association with the State 
Government of Jammu & 
Kashmir is organizing the 
25th National Conference 
on e-Governance (NCeG) on 

26th – 27th November, 2022 
in Katra, Jammu & Kashmir. 
The theme of this Confer-
ence is “Bringing Citizens, 
Industry and Government 
closer”.

Dwelling on the theme 
of the conference “Bring-
ing Citizens, Industry and 
Government closer”, Dr 
Jitendra Singh said, this 
has become an absolute 
necessity in the times we 
live in, as the days of work-
ing in Silos is over. He said, 
closer synergy among the 
Research, Academia, Indus-
try and Start-ups is the way 
forward for India to become 
self-reliant (Atmanirbhar) 
in true sense of the term. 
The Minister added that in 
an era of increasing digiti-
zation with Web 3.0, Artifi-
cial Intelligence and regular 
Tech Disruptions, Prime 
Minister Modi’s vision of 
India’s Techade can be real-
ized through vigorous and 
all pervasive Digital push. 

The Minister said, Digi-

tal innovation will play an 
important part in the next 
decade for governance to 
transform India into a digi-
tally empowered society 
and knowledge economy. 
He said, this will necessi-
tate conversations around 
topics and technologies 
which would shape Digital 
Governance in the future 
to enhance the delivery of 
Government services to 
citizens. He said, Vision 
India@2047 would be e-
Vision India @2047.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, 
what is worth noting is that 
all such large public digital 
solutions are built with an 
open architecture, and are 
modular with plug and 
play that essentially seek to 
democratize and decentral-
ize technology usage. He 
said, India has been build-
ing ‘open digital platforms’, 
which are tremendous force 
multipliers and underlined 
that this is critical and 
unique in being affordable, 

interoperable, API-driven 
(and hence scalable), mo-
bile-first in vernacular lan-
guages, and allows India’s 
entrepreneurs to build on 
the rails of these platforms 
to innovate and solve prob-
lems at scale and for trust. 
These are not only digital 
transformations, but also 
innovations in the design 
philosophy of citizen-cen-
tric solutions with huge so-
cio-economic implications, 
the Minister added.

Dr Jitendra Singh urged 
all the participants & stal-
warts taking part in two-
day intense deliberations 
to focus on questions that 
will propel India to the 
next decade of agile growth. 
He said, while discussing 
Digital Governance across 
Whole-of-the-Government, 
do ponder upon what it will 
take for making Govern-
ment more accessible to ev-
ery citizen of India, how do 
we build a more Transpar-
ent and Real-Time Griev-

ance Management System 
with state-of-the-art tech-
nology and best practices in 
grievance redress learning 
from the world and some of 
our own corporates, how do 
we leverage technology for 
strengthening the Start-up 
Ecosystem, generate more 
employment and promote 
the ease of doing business. 

Dr Jitendra Singh said, 
the “Whole of Government, 
Whole of Nation and Whole 
of Society” approach has 
become the new norm to 
achieve the desired results 
in the shortest span of time. 
He gave the examples of 
success stories of 75-day 
long “Swacch Sagar, Surak-
shit Sagar” campaign from 
5th July to 17th September, 
2022 and the ongoing na-
tionwide campaign of De-
partment of Pension of the 
Ministry of Personnel. PG 
and Pensions for creation 
of Digital Life Certificates. 
The Minister pointed out 
that due to this whole and 
integrated approach, 25 
lakh Digital Life Certificates 

(DLCs) for Central Govern-
ment pensioners were cre-
ated in just 20 days from 
1st to 19th November, 2022. 
Apart from officials of DoP-
PW, SBI & Punjab National 
Bank, registered Central 
Government Pensioner As-
sociations, the representa-
tives of Indian Post & Pay-
ment Bank (IPPB), Unique 
Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI), National 
Informatics Centre (NIC) 
as well as Controller Gen-
eral of Defence Accounts 
(CGDA) in every city took 
part in the campaign. 

Dr Jitendra Singh con-
cluded that increased ef-
ficiency, increased trans-
parency, robust focus on 
citizen-centricity and reach-
ing out to the last man in 
the last queue for service 
delivery in the true spirit of 
Antyodaya is the ultimate 
objective of all governance 
reforms. He said, in the next 
25 years of Amrit Kaal, the 
officers in their 20s and 30s 
have to play a stellar role to 
steer India to become the 

Unique and Best Model of 
Governance in 2047, when 
we celebrate the 100th Year 
of India’s Independence. 

Expressing happiness that 
NCeG is coinciding with the 
Constitution Day celebra-
tions, Dr. Jitendra Singh 
administered reading of 
the Preamble to the Consti-
tution with all participants 
in the Inaugural Session, as 
26th November is celebrat-
ed as the Constitution Day 
to commemorate the adop-
tion of the Constitution of 
India in 1949.

Dr Jitendra Singh pre-
sented the National Awards 
for e-Governance (NAeG) 
under 5 categories of the 
NAeG Scheme - 2022 to 18 
e-Governance initiatives 
at Central, State and Dis-
trict levels, Academic & 
Research Institutions and 
Public Sector Undertaking. 
This includes 9 Gold and 
9 Silver Awards in which 
e-Panchayat Mission Mode 
Project (eGramSwaraj and 
AyditOnline) of Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj was award-
ed the GOLD AWARD 
under the category “Ex-
cellence in Government 
Process Reengineering for 
Digital Transformation” of 
the National Awards for 
e-Governance. The presti-
gious National Award was 
handed over to Shri Alok 
Prem Nagar, Joint Secretary, 
MoPR by Union MoS Dr. Ji-
tendra Singh. 

Secretary, DARPG, Shri 
V. Srinivas in his address 
said that the policy maxim 

‘Maximum Governance, 
Minimum Government’ is 

represented by a digitally 
empowered nation, a digi-
tally empowered citizen and 
a digitally transformed in-
stitution. In the period from 
2014 to 2022, government 
has brought about digital 
transformation which has 
been accepted by India’s ru-
ral population through Jan 
Dhan, Aadhaar, BHIM UPI, 
CoWIN, Arogya Setu App 
etc., the Secretary added. 

Chief Secretary, J&K Shri 
Arun Mehta in his address 
said that it is a proud mo-
ment for the UT of J&K for 
hosting 25th National Con-
ference on e-Governance 
at Katra that shows signs 
of changes happening in 
J&K. J&K has achieved 
milestones in e-Gover-
nance with distinctions in 
implementation of Amrit 
Sarovar, AKAM, PMGSY, 
Agriculture Income, ease 
of doing business, digitiza-
tion of land records, pro-
viding land passbooks that 
has been possible through 
transparency, teamwork 
and technology, Sh. Mehta 
added. Secretary MeitY, Sh. 
Alkesh Kumar said that it’s 
an occasion to recognize 
and showcase exemplary 
digital transformations 
brought out by Central 
Government, State Govern-
ments, Startup community, 
research and academic in-
stitutions.  Additional Sec-
retary, DARPG, Shri Amar 
Nath, Joint Secretary, DAR-
PG, NBS Rajput and several 
senior officials of other de-
partments and retired bu-
reaucrats took part in the 
inaugural session.

COTTAGE INDUSTRY

GOVERNANCE

SARAS SALES TOUCH RECORD HIGH 
AT THE 41ST INDIA INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE FAIR, DID A BUSINESS OF 
OVER RS. 6 CRORES

UNION MINISTER DR JITENDRA SINGH SAYS, UNDER PM MODI, 
GIANT STRIDES ARE BEING TAKEN IN THE FIELD OF IT AND NEW AGE 
TECHNOLOGIES FOR BETTER DELIVERY OF GOVERNANCE TO CITIZENS
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Khadi India Pavilion, showcasing premium 
Khadi garments, village industry products 
produced by Khadi artisans in rural sur-
roundings; Muslin khadi from West Ben-
gal, Pashminas from Jammu and Kashmir, 
Patola silks from Gujarat, Banarasi silks, 
Bhagalpuri silks, Phulkari from Punjab, 
Kalamkari from Andhra Pradesh and many 
other types of cotton, silk and woolen prod-
ucts were shown interest and purchased by 
the visitors and the Khadi India Pavilion 
registered a record  sale of Rs 12.06 crore. 
Supply orders of various products were 
received by the entrepreneurs, which 
would be beneficial for marketing of their 
products in future. Taking the Khadi of 
Gandhiji’s  dreams to the global level, with 
the vision of Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi,Chairman, KVIC, Shri Manoj Kumar 
felicitated all the artisans and participants 
by giving them certificates and thanked 
them for their participation in the trade fair.

Khadi and Village Industries Commis-
sion (KVIC) had organized a “Khadi In-
dia Pavilion” in India International Trade 
Fair 2022, Hall no. 3 to showcase the finest 
handcrafted Khadi and Village Industries 
products. It  Contextualized the vision of 

“Vocal for Local, Local to Global” of Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi through Kha-
di India Pavilion. The ‘Khadi India’ pavilion 
set up by KVIC in the fair was visited by 
several dignitaries, Diplomats/High Com-
missions of Embassies, Members of Parlia-
ment, besides lakhs of visitors. The “Selfie 
Point” with Mahatma Gandhi ji and Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi  in the theme 
pavilion of this ‘Khadi India Pavilion’ also 
remained the center of attraction for all the 
visitors.

 Through the huge participation of more 
than 200 stalls by Khadi artisans/entre-
preneurs and the representatives of small 
scale industries with artisan art, cultural di-
versity, traditional crafts of the country got 
an opportunity to meet Khadi lovers and 
know the interest of customers in the India 
International fair, so that they can prepare 
similar products in future.

Live demonstration of charkha spinning 
activity “cotton to yarn” making, pottery 
making, agarbatti making etc., inspired the 
youth to set up their own enterprises and 
how they can become self-reliant through 
KVIC schemes. Through the special ‘Fa-
cilitation Desk’, the youth got informa-
tion about KVIC’s schemes to adopt self-
employment and become ‘Job Providers 
instead of Job Seekers’.

HANDICRAFT

Khadi India Pavilion registers 
a record sale of Rs 12.06 
crore at India International 
Trade Fair’2022
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n  THE MINISTER INAUGURATES THE 25TH NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON E-GOVERNANCE (NCEG), THE 
SILVER JUBILEE EDITION OF THE NCEG IN KATRA, 
JAMMU & KASHMIR

n  DR JITENDRA SINGH SAYS, CLOSER SYNERGY 
AMONG THE RESEARCH, ACADEMIA, INDUSTRY AND 
START-UPS IS THE WAY FORWARD FOR INDIA TO BE-
COME ATMANIRBHAR IN TRUE SENSE OF THE TERM

n  IN AN ERA OF INCREASING DIGITIZATION WITH WEB 
3.0, ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND REGULAR TECH 
DISRUPTIONS, MODI’S VISION OF INDIA’S TECHADE 
CAN BE REALIZED THROUGH VIGOROUS AND ALL 
PERVASIVE DIGITAL PUSH: DR JITENDRA SINGH



An Iranian bank manager who 
served a woman without hijab has 
been fired according to the local 
media reports on Sunday. The rule 
of mandatory head covering in the 
Islamic republic triggered the dem-
onstrations.

The country’s morality police have 
introduced a new law which makes 
it mandatory for the Iranian woman 
to cover their heads, necks and hair.

The death of Mahsa Amini, 
22-years-old woman in the police 
custody for allegedly breaching the 
dress code rules, sparked nationwide 
protests in Iran.

The bank manager in the province 
of Qom, close to the capital Tehran, 
“had supplied bank services to an 
unveiled woman on Thursday,” ac-
cording to Mehr news agency.

He was thus “removed from his 
job by direction of the governor,” 
deputy governor Ahmad Hajizadeh 
was cited as saying by Mehr.

The footage showed the woman 
in her lingerie “elicited a lot of reac-
tion on social media,” according to 
Mehr.

The majority of banks in Iran are 
run by the government, and accord-
ing to Hajizadeh, it is the managers’ 
duty to enforce the hijab rule.

The demonstrations have taken 
away the lives of dozens of people, 
mainly protesters but also members 
of the security forces. 

Four years after the 1979 revolu-
tion that established the Islamic Re-
public and toppled the US-backed 
monarchy, the headscarf was made 
obligatory.

Later, when fashion standards 
changed, it became typical to see 
women wearing loose, colourful 
headscarves with tight trousers.

Extremely conservative President 
Ebrahim Raisi, however, called for 
the mobilisation of “all state insti-
tutions to implement the headscarf 
rule” in July of this year.

Many women continued to bend 
the rules, however.

As the Afghans continue to live a miserable life un-
der the rule of the Taliban, lack of jobs and income 
has made the lives of people ‘miserable’ as humanitar-
ian aid has not proven sufficient over the time, TO-
LOnews reported citing the European Commission. 
According to a Devex Report, the European Commission 
stated this month that “assistance is not enough, Afghan 
people want income and jobs, i.e the economy to improve,” 
and that the “basic needs approach” in Afghanistan needs 
to change. 

“Experience from past months’ implementation 
and contacts with partners, international NGOs and 
think tanks show a growing consensus that humani-
tarian aid and basic needs assistance are important 
but not sufficient,” the European Commission added. 
Residents of Kabul stated that they needed employment pos-
sibilities to stabilise their economic condition because hu-
manitarian aid alone could not improve their circumstances. 
“When aid is provided to the people, it does not remain 
even for one month. If jobs are created, they can prevent 
poverty and unemployment,” stated a resident of Ka-
bul, Ahmadshah on the grave situation in Afghanistan. 
Another Kabul citizen urged the administration to create 
work for the populace. Germany had previously committed 
90 million euros to Afghanistan, according to TOLOnews. 
The Taliban entered Kabul on August 15 last year, caus-
ing the US-backed government to step down. Later 
in September, the outfit announced the composi-
tion of the new interim government of Afghanistan. 
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China’s zero-Covid 
policy has made the 
life of local Tibetans 

a living hell. They suffer 
inhuman Covid restrictions 
that leave Tibetans tortured, 
traumatised, harassed, and 
helpless, as they are not even 
allowed to protest or contact 
their families outside Tibet. 
China’s zero-Covid policy 
mismanagement of the vi-
rus has left the Tibetans 
suffering from a shortage 
of necessary supplies. This 
includes both medical and 
food-related items. They are 
not allowed to protest and 
express their opinions, Ti-
bet Press reported. A video 
was posted on Twitter which 
showed that the food prices 

in Tibet have increased and 
people who speak against 
it have been subjected to 
state-instigated violence. 
The video shows Chinese 
guards assaulting locals, 
handcuffing them, and 
stopping them using pep-
per spray. Their phones 

had also been snatched 
so that they are not able 
to contact anyone, Tibet 
Press reported referring 
to a video from Free Tibet. 
Because of the Tibetans be-
ing treated inhumanely by 
Chinese authorities, five 
people committed suicide 

from the top of a building 
in Lhasa. Such suicides 
were a form of silent protest 
against the extremely strict 
Covid protocols imple-
mented by China in Tibet. 
The Chinese authorities in-
stead of controlling the dis-
ease are just tightening the 
Covid protocols even fur-
ther which is causing more 
harm than benefit to locals. 
People in Tibet have even lost 
the spirit of protest as they 
will be stripped from the 
minimum supplies that they 
are getting currently from 
the Chinese oppressors. Ti-
bet Press reported citing a 
pro-Tibet advocacy group 
International Campaign 
for Tibet report that the 
Chinese authorities even in 
these critical conditions that 
the Tibet locals are exposed 

to have been pouring effort 
into controlling social me-
dia as this could lead to the 
whole world knowing about 
the atrocities that China has 
made Tibet go through. 
These Covid protocols and 
other restrictions are biased 
against the locals from Tibet. 
Around 200 locals were 
jailed while suppressing a 
major protest that broke out 
in October this year in Lhasa 
and this was the largest pro-
test after 2008. This group 
consisted of Han Chinese 
migrants that had come to 
Lhasa in search of jobs. 
These protests broke into 
a scuffle between Chinese 
officials and locals. There 
were even cases when people 
threatened to burn them-
selves if these Covid proto-
cols were not lifted.

China Covid poliCy

TibeTans TorTured, harassed, 
jailed under Covid resTriCTions
TDG NETWORK
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China’s genocidal policy 
against Uyghurs, an ethnic 
Turkish group that inhabits 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region, has reached 
a new phase as the Wu-
mao army or the “50 Cent 
Army” insults Islam and 
unleashes blasphemy on the 
Prophet, Theodoros Benakis 
writes in European Interest. 
       In the social media space, 
the Wumao army, which is a 
group of state-backed inter-
net commentators, is often 
seen hurting the Uyghur reli-
gious sentiments. Social me-
dia often described Muslims 
as extremists and terrorists, 
even though PRC nurtures 
close relationships with 
conservative Muslim states 
such as Pakistan, Indonesia, 
or the Arab Peninsula. 

The most criticised pro-
paganda in western media, 
Islamophobia, is now be-
ing used by China to dis-
criminate against and iso-
late Muslims and increase 
the support of the Chinese 
population for policies 
implemented in Xinjiang. 
Through posts on social 
media, the Wumao Army 
insults Islam and unleashes 

blasphemy on the Prophet, 
according to the author. 
The uncontrolled troll-
ing and detraction of Is-
lam have crossed all limits, 
and this group of users 
made certain remarks 
that if made in any other 
part of the world, would 
have raised public outrage. 
The Weibo Army assists 
the government in Xinjiang 
by spreading hate speech 
against Muslims, insult-
ing Islam, and justifying 
Bejing’s discrimination. 
Earlier, in 2015, after the 
Charlie Hebdo attack, one 
user clearly stated that “Re-
ligion, has nothing to do with 
ethnicity. 

Our country’s religious 
policy and ethnic policy are 
108,000 miles apart. No 
one stipulates that a cer-
tain ethnic group must be-
lieve in a certain religion.” 
Recently, Muslims in China 
disclosed that Islamopho-
bia is used as an accidental 
practice in Xinjiang and the 
mainland to strengthen the 
new Chinese cultural policy 
of Xi Jinping. 

Meanwhile, China’s Twit-
ter space, Weibo is used by 
Chinese citizens to justify 
renouncing Islam, Euro-
pean Interest reported. 
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aids not sufficient
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Iran bank manager fired for serving woman 
without Hijab: Report

China’s belliCose 

‘Italy must lead Europe against 
China’s aggressive ambitions’

Italian Senators through 
a dialogue on democracy 
urged the Italian govern-
ment to lead Europe against 
China’s bellicose ambitions. 
“When the Italian govern-
ment under Prime Minister 
Conte signed the Belt and 
Road Initiative MoU with 
China, it was something 
“abnormal” said former 
Senator Luigi Campagna in 
the concluding remarks at 
the Dialogue on Democracy: 
The future of the Indo-Pa-
cific, held in Rome on No-
vember 24th at Villa Malta. 
The Dialogue on Democracy 
was launched in April 2022, 
to bring together members 
of parliament, social activ-
ists and thought leaders 
from various democracies on 

one platform. “While action 
against China is important, 
it is essential for Italy to ally 
closely with India, as only 
this will help Italy counter 
Chinese pressure”, he said. 
The event in Rome had Sena-
tor Giulio Terzi di Sant’Agata, 
President of the Permanent 
Commission on European 
Affairs of the Italian Sen-
ate launch the discussion by 

bringing into context the im-
portance of the Indo-Pacific 
and the time in history today 
where there is a grouping of 
democracies and a grouping 
of autocracies, led by China. 

      While the new Italian 
government, led by Italy’s 
first female Prime Minis-
ter, Giorgia Meloni is un-
likely to renew the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) MoU 
signed by the previous gov-
ernment of Prime Minister 
Conte, it is also expected to 
be tough on China. Senator 
Terzi, a former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and a ca-
reer diplomat, has a long 
history of calling out China 
on its human rights abuses. 
In a recent interview with 
the Italian magazine Verita, 
Senator Terzi said 

on TargeT

like faTher, like son 

russia shells kherson 
oblasT 54 Times, kills 1

‘Will fully supporT Them WiTh all Their dreams and ambiTions’: 
elTon john on sons folloWing musiCal paTh

Kherson Oblast 
Governor  Yaro-
slav Yanushevych 
said on November 
27 that Russian 
forces shelled the 
region 54 times 
over the past day, 
killing one person 
and wounding two, 
including a child. 
Yanushevych said 
Russia “purpose-
fully” targeted civilian infrastructure and civilians, report-
ed Kyiv Independent. “The Russians targeted private and 
apartment buildings, a shipyard, a building on the school 
grounds, and gas pipes,” Yanushevych said. “The enemy also 
shelled the following settlements in the district: Zelenivka, 
Chornobayivka, and Stepanivka,” added Yanushevych. 
The report says that residential buildings, a garage, and 
an educational institution were hit in Kherson, while 
eight nearby villages came under fire. “(Russians) con-
tinue to use terror tactics,” the governor said on Telegram. 

The “Rocket Man” will support 
his sons to the moon and back! 
Legendary British singer El-
ton John recently expressed his 
views on whether his sons will 
follow a musical path like him. 
“They are still so young, so not 

entirely sure,” the “Candle In The 
Wind” singer told US-based en-
tertainment outlet, E! Online. 
“But of course, whatever their 
dreams and ambitions are, my hus-
band David and I will fully support 
them.” He added.

The five-time Grammy win-
ner fathers two children -- Zach-
ary (11) and Elijah (9) -- with 

his husband David Furnish. 
The singer recently concluded 
his last stadium tour at Dodg-
er Stadium in Los Angeles, 
as per a report by E! Online. 
Titled the ‘Farewell Yellow Brick 
Road Tour’, the ‘Your Song’ hitmak-
er’s concert on November 20 was 
attended by a number of celebrities, 
including actor John Stamos, Miles 

Teller and Jojo Siwa, among others. 
Elton pulled off a throwback look 
for the concert, revisiting a 1975 
baseball uniform he wore at a past 
concert at the same venue. His fi-
nal concert saw him clad in a silver 
robe with navy-blue lapels, match-
ing cuffs, a belt and a sequin cap. 
Talking to E! Online about his look, 
the 75-year-old singer said, “[design-

er] Bob Mackie did a fresh take on my 
Dodger hat. It was the perfect outfit 
for me to end my tour in the US, at 
a venue that meant so much to me”. 
As his final headlining tour has 
now completed its run, the ‘Bennie 
and the Jets’ singer intends to spend 
more time with his family and focus 
on projects like the ‘Elton John AIDS 
Foundation’.

top of the day

Quake of 
magniTude 5.0 
sTrikes  
severo-kurilsk 
MOSCOW: An earthquake 
of magnitude 5.0 jolted 
Severo-Kurilsk town in 
Russia on Sunday, accord-
ing to the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS). 
As per the USGS, the 
depth of the earthquake 
was 67.8 Km below the 
ground at around 00:14:06 
(UTC+05:30). The epicen-
tre was determined to be 
at 49.401°N degrees south 
latitude and 155.606°E 
degrees west longitude. 
No casualties have been 
reported so far. 
In the northern Kuril 
Islands of Sakhalin Oblast, 
Russia, Severo-Kurilsk is 
a town and the adminis-
trative hub of the Severo-
Kurilsky District.

pTi senaTor 
arresTed for 
ConTroversial 
TWeeTs
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf senator 
Azam Swati was arrested 
for the second time in 
two months. This time 
the arrest has been made 
because of his tweets that 
included strong language 
against Senior Military 
Officials including the 
outgoing army chief of 
Pakistan General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa. 
The complaint was filed 
against Swati and three 
other Twitter users named 
@Wolf1Ak, @Haqeeqat-
TV_20, and @Azaadi99. The 
complaint against them 
was filed by Islamabad 
Cyber Crime Reporting 
Centre Technical Assistant 
Aneesur Rehman. 

highesT inTeresT 
raTe in pakisTan 
afTer 24 years
KARACHI: The interest 
rate in Pakistan skyrock-
eted to its highest in 24 
years after the State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) raised 
its key policy rate by 16 per 
cent on Friday to curb in-
flation, according to Dawn.
The central bank said in 
a statement following a 
meeting of the commit-
tee that the decision was 
based on the MPC’s as-
sessment that “inflation-
ary pressures have proven 
to be higher and more 
persistent than envisaged.” 
With this change, the SBP 
interest rate increases 
for this year total of 625 
basis points, however, the 
rate was unchanged at its 
recent sessions in October 
and September, according 
to Dawn.

afghan Children 
reCeive free 
eduCaTion 
KABUL In an effort 
to ease the lives of 
Afghan children in 
need, a humanitarian 
organization has 
built educational and 
recreational facilities 
in Afghanistan. More 
than 1,200 children 
whose mothers are 
in jails or hospitals, 
will have access 
to educational and 
recreational services. 

“We identified vulnerable 
children in cooperation 
with the Department 
of Labor and Social 
Affairs and offered 
them opportunities 
for education and 
entertainment here,” 
said the head of the 
charity organization in 
Takhar, Kamran Sadat.
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A member 
of the 

LGBTQIA+ 
community 

poses for 
a photo 

during the 
Namma 

Pride 
rally, in 

Bengaluru 
on Sunday. 

MATTER OF PRIDE 

#MESSI

‘GREATEST FOOTBALL PLAYER OF ALL 
TIME’: NETIZENS LAUD MESSI AFTER 
ARGENTINA’S WIN AGAINST MEXICO
With over 1.99 million tweets, Messi took to top trends 
on Twitter on Sunday after his superb long-range strike 
and Enzo Fernandez’s stunning goal guided Argentina 
to a dominating victory over Mexico 2-0 in the Group C 
game at the Lusail Stadium, keeping their FIFA World 
Cup dream alive. It may not have been a memorable 
performance, but Argentina get the win they needed, 
beating Mexico 2-0 at the Lusail Stadium to keep their 
hopes of qualification alive. 
Reacting to the win, one of the netizens said, “Lionel 
Messi always delivers.” 
Second expressed, “Lionel Messi steps up when his 
country needs him the most.”
“Messi is the greatest football player of all time,” said 
third.
Another expressed, “So many people have forgotten 
how talented Messi is just because of a few setbacks. 
You saw him today. You are speechless now. God bless 
the GOAT” 

“The goal is a 
trusted digital 
town square, 
where a wide 
range of views 
are tolerated, 
provided people 
don’t break the 
law or spam.”

STEPHEN KING

BRAIN-PICKING 

Noted American author, taking a jibe at Twitter CEO Elon Musk.

IN ANDHRA 

REVELATION 

A BOAT RACE TO REMEMBER 

FIFA WORLD CUP HAS AN 
AGRA CONNECTION
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The banks of the Godavari river in Coastal Andhra’s Konas-
eema district came alive on Saturday as over 100 fishermen 
competed in a boat race to acquire a fishing area.
The competition started at 7:00 a.m. In Balusutippa, Katre-
nikona Mandal, and Mummidivaram constituency, fisher-
men competed with boats on the banks of the Godavari for 
fishing limits.

According to the boat race, whoever reaches the area in 
boats first, till the Godavari floods, the area is believed to be 
under his control.

To prevent any untoward incidents, a team of police officers 
led by senior police officer Srinivas organised security during 
the boat race for fishing limits.

In the areas from Palankurru, Edurlanka, Dariyalathippa, 
and Yanam to Kotipalli, there are areas with a large number of 
fish. Fishermen competed with boats for the catchment area.

About 100 boats competed in this competition. Whoever 
reaches the area first will have that area under their control 
until the Godavari floods. In this way, they competed and es-
tablished their boundaries.

Earlier, the fishermen used to pay lakhs for the competition 
and get speedboats on rent and get ready for the competition, 
but now people of economically weaker sections, who could 
not afford speedboats by paying high rent, participated in 
the boat race as elders in the village decided that everyone 
could use any boat. Those who did not have their own boats 
participated in the competition and boarded a rented boat to 
secure a fishing spot.

Fishermen from Balusutippa who migrated to other areas 
for fishing and got flooded by the Godavari also took part in 
the boat competition for the fishing limits as they returned 
to their hometowns post-Diwali. In the competition, around 
three thousand people earn their livelihoods by fishing with 
anchor nets after acquiring fishing limits.

The ongoing FIFA World Cup in Qatar has an ‘Agra’ connec-
tion, as the owner of the Agra-based gemstone manufactur-
ing company, Adziran, has claimed that it manufactured 
trophies and trophy boxes being used in the showpiece 
football event.
Adnan Sheikh, the Agra-based businessman and owner of 
Adziran, said the boxes in which the trophies will be kept 
have been made with the precious stone ‘Lapis Lazuli’.

“We have made the boxes in which the trophies, which are 
to be presented to the players, will be kept. They are made 
of ‘Lapis Lazuli’ and coated with 24-carat gold brass. About 
300 workers put in a sincere effort for almost three months 
to make 2,000 top boxes,” he said.

The Agra-based businessman further said they had re-
ceived the order a year ago, but they got to know about its 
FIFA connection much later.

“Although, we had received this order a year ago, I only got 
to know after the work was almost complete that the prod-
ucts will be presented to the players in the ongoing football 
World Cup. We were asked to put the FIFA logo on the items 
as well. We were also made to sign a contract that we won’t 
use this design for any other party and won’t do any PR for 
this order,” he added.                       

Boat race in Coastal Andhra Pradesh. 
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DID YOU KNOW 

Known as the ‘Disco 
King’ of the Indian 
mu s i c  i n du st r y, 

Bappi Lahiri’s contribu-
tions to the music industry 
have been etched into our 
hearts. On the occasion of 
his birth anniversary, let’s 
run through the pages of his 
glorious life.

One lesser-known fact 
about the evergreen persona 
is that he held a Guinness 
World Record. Bappi Da, 
as he was fondly addressed, 
made more than 9,000 
songs during his time in the 
industry. And 1986 hap-
pened to be his year.

In 1986, Bappi Da sang 180 
songs in 33 films, which got 
him into the Guinness Book 
of World Records. In fact, his 
famous song ‘Jimmy Jimmy 
Aa Jaa’ holds the world re-
cord for being dubbed in 45 
foreign languages.

Most recently, the song 
became the new anthem for 
people in China to protest 
Covid lockdowns.

Several videos went viral 
on TikTok and other social 
media platforms in which 
Chinese facing the lock-
downs are seen using Bappi 
Da’s track to express their 
anger and frustration over 
the country’s stringent zero-

Covid policy.
Another lesser-known 

fact about him is his stint 
in politics. Bappi Da joined 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on 31 January 2014, 
in the presence of Rajnath 
Singh, the then-national 
President of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, to contest the 
2014 Lok Sabha election. 
He was made a BJP candi-

date from Srerampur (Lok 
Sabha constituency) in 2014, 
however, the musician lost to 
Kalyan Banerjee of All India 
Trinamool Congress.

Born as Alokesh Lahiri on 
27 November 1952, in Jalpai-
guri, West Bengal, he was 
part of a family with a rich 
tradition in classical music. 
His father, Aparesh Lahiri, 
was a famous Bengali singer, 

and his mother, Banshori La-
hiri, was a musician-singer 
who was well-versed in clas-
sical music and Shyama San-
geet. He was their only child.

At the mere age of three, 
Bappi Da started to play the 
table and went on to keep 
learning different instru-
ments like saxophone and 
guitar. His maternal uncle, 
the legendary Indian singer 
Kishore Kumar, and his 
parents were a huge part of 
what made music such an 
indispensable part of Bappi 
Da’s life.

After initially being trained 
by his parents, he received 
his first opportunity in a 
Bengali film, ‘Daadu’ (1972) 
at the age of 19. The first 
Hindi film for which he 
composed music was ‘Nanha 
Shikari’ (1973) and his first 
Hindi composition was ‘Tu 
Hi Mera Chanda’ sung by 
Mukesh. In late 2016, Bappi 
Da lent his voice to the char-
acter of Tamatoa in the Hin-
di-dubbed version of Dis-
ney’s 3D animated fantasy 
adventure film ‘Moana’. For 
the film, he also composed 
and sang ‘Shona’, the Hindi 
version of ‘Shiny’. This was 
his first time dubbing for an 
animated character. At the 
63rd Filmfare Awards, he 
won the Filmfare Lifetime 
Achievement Award.                

BAPPI LAHIRI’S NAME IS IN 
GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS?

Octopus and human brains have surprising similarity 

PEOPLE OF J&K  DISPLAY CREATIVITY WITH SNOW SCULPTURES

EVOLUTION 

ARTWORK

Evolutionary history over 
time has shown that while 
vertebrates, i.e., those ani-
mals with backbones, de-
veloped large and complex 
brains, invertebrates lacked 
them. However, one excep-
tion did exist in the latter: the 
cephalopods.

According to a study pub-
lished in the journal, “Sci-
ence Advances,”  a team led 
by Nikolaus Rajewsky of the 
Max Delbruck Center has 
shown that the evolution of 
cephalopods is associated 
with a dramatic expansion of 

their microRNA.
Cephalopods like octo-

puses, squids, and cuttlefish 
are highly intelligent ani-
mals with complex nervous 
systems. Scientists have long 
wondered why such a com-
plex nervous system was 

only able to develop in these 
molluscs. 

Now, an international team 
led by researchers from the 
Max Delbruck Center and 
Dartmouth College in the 
United States has put forth 
a possible reason. In a paper 

published in «Science Ad-
vances,", they explain that 
octopuses possess a mas-
sively expanded repertoire 
of microRNAs (miRNAs) in 
their neural tissue - reflect-
ing similar developments 
that occurred in vertebrates. 
"So, this is what connects us 
to the octopus!" says Profes-
sor Nikolaus Rajewsky, Sci-
entific Director of the Berlin 
Institute for Medical Systems 
Biology of the Max Delbruck 
Center (MDC-BIMSB), head 
of the Systems Biology of 
Gene Regulatory Elements 
Lab, and the paper's last au-
thor. 

Although heavy amounts of 
snowfall create many prob-
lems for the locals of Jammu 
and Kashmir, people have 
shown how to turn problems 
into opportunities using their 
creativity.

The youth and the children 
are the ones who are most ac-
tive in this. They carve sculp-
tures out of snow and create a 
‘universe’ of happy moments.

The people of Kashmir have 
shown time and again that 
there is no dearth of talent 

in the valley. Their creativ-
ity with snow is yet another 
proof of this.

In addition, Kashmiri art-
works frequently capture 
people’s attention on social 
media. Several national and 
internationally famous art-
ists, including Zahooruddin 
Lone, Tasadeq Hussain, and 
several others, teach snow 
sculpture skills to the chil-
dren. In another step in the 
right direction, the school 
administration at the Higher 
Secondary School Kalshe in 
the Talil area of Griz organ-

ised a unique snow art com-
petition for the students.

The students showcased 
their talents by making 
‘snowmen’ and models of 
other wild and domestic ani-

mals and birds. The school 
also appreciated the students’ 
work and awarded prizes to 
the students for encouraging 
them. It is noteworthy that 
this trend of making snow 
models during the winter 
is gaining popularity every 
year.

The world’s largest ice rink 
in the famous tourist destina-
tion of Gulmarg has already 
gained worldwide popularity. 
So, at this point, the initiative 
brought by the school admin-
istration is being appreciated 
a lot.
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FIVE WAYS TO THROW A FUN 
BACHELOR PARTY FOR YOUR BFF
If you hear the wedding bells ring for a BFF, don’t just 
call them up to wish for their upcoming nuptials. It’s 
time to throw a fiesta to make his remaining days as a 
bachelor memorable and fun. And here we are to help 
you out with these five things to keep in mind while 
planning the perfect bachelor party.

PIN YOUR LOCATION
Be it a beach resort or a farmhouse, the perfect 
bachelor party can be held at any location. Just 
make sure to book it in time. Keep in touch with 

the groom or bride to schedule the party a few weeks 
before the wedding.

PROP TO THE TOP
Add life to your party by adding props like fan-
cy lighting, good-quality speakers, balloons, 
and banners with quirky messages for the 

groom-to-be or bride-to-be.

MUNCHES AND GULPS 
Food to munch on and drinks to gulp down 
are quintessential for any party. And when 
you’re going to celebrate their final moments 

as a bachelor, it’s a must to have enough shots that 
nobody goes dry for the night.

SET THE DANCE FLOOR
No matter where you plan the party, hav-
ing arrangements for music and dance is 
a must. Set up a high-quality music system 

and get the party grooving all night.

CAPTURE EACH MOMENT
Parties last a few hours, but their memories 
last a lifetime. Hire a photographer to cap-
ture the day’s memorable moments. When 

you look back at the pictures after a few years, you’re 
bound to have a smile on your face. Once it’s all done, 
just enjoy the jamboree you have worked so hard to plan. 
And make it a moment your BFF would never forget.

 Bappi Lahiri

Octopus 
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n ew  d e l h i art & culture
 BURNING ISSUES

‘PANCHAVAKTRAM’ RAISES AWARENESS 
ABOUT DEPLETING RESOURCES

Panchavaktram, a per-
formance to throw 
light upon burning 

issues like climate change 
and gender equality through 
dance was presented by 
School of Performing arts 
and Indic Studies on 26 
November, 2022. Graced 
by dance exponents Padma 
Bhushan Dr. Raja Reddy, 
Padma Bhushan Dr. Radha 
Reddy and Dr Sachchidan-
and Joshi (Member Secre-
tary, IGNCA) the event was 
conducted at Fountain Lawn, 
India International Centre, 
New Delhi.

With an aim to emphasize 
upon the importance of cur-
tailing wastage of natural re-
sources and considering man 
and woman as yin and yang 
to each other, the produc-
tion aimed at culling out rare 
stories from medieval tests 
depicting the harmonious 
marriage of the five elements: 
Bhoomi, Jal, Agni, Vayu and 
Akash to create a world as we 

see. The same elements are 
manifestations of Shiva’s five 
forms: Sadyojata, Vamadeva, 
Aghora, Tatpurusha and Es-
hana which were represented 
in dance form.

Through dance form - Mo-
hiniyattam, the concept of cre-
ation of earth was showcased, 
the embodiment of Sadyojata 

that derives Bhoomi with the 
help of Parvati. The group of 
Odissi dancers on the other 
hand suavely represented 
the second element Jal per-
sonified by their version of 
Vamadeva and the existence 
of Ganga. The act of how the 
importance of ‘Agnija’ – an 
Amsha of Shiva, epitome of 

light was realized after her 
abandonment was portrayed 
by Bharatnatyam perform-
ers who depicted the Ag-
hora facet of Lord Shiva that 
manifests element ‘Agni’. 
Tatpurusha embodiment of 
Tatva Vayu was presented in 
Kuchipudi dance style em-
phasizing its essential nature 

without which the other ele-
ments cannot survive, finally 
culminating into the last 
act of portrayal of Eshana, 
Shiva’s fifth form that mani-
fests Akash. The universe 
that reverberates with the 
sound of ‘Om’ emanated first 
from Shiva’s damaru and this 
quintessential fact from Indi-
an mythology was presented 
by Kathak dancers.

As the students of School 
of Performing Arts and 
Indic Studies showcased 
their talent, Dr. P. Shyama 
Raju (Hon’ble Chancellor, 
REVA University) shared his 
thoughts, “We are honored 
to be amidst such dignitaries 
and portray our passion for 
art and culture amalgam-
ated with an important mes-
sage out to the world. At our 
university, while we try to 
imbibe sustainable practices 
so as to contribute in our own 
little way to nature, we also 
give equal opportunities to 
our students, not forgetting 
the uniqueness each gender 
brings with them.” 

Time stood still as three 
great Hindustani classical 
musicians took the stage at 
the 18th Quarterly Baithak 
of Pracheen Kala Kendra at 
Triveni Kala Sangam. They 
mesmerized an auditorium 
full of people with sheer skill 
and it was awe-inspiring to 
witness.

The program kicked off 
with artist Nabeel Khan who 
set the perfect base for a mu-
sical evening with his sarangi 
performance. Accompanied 
by Shahbaaz Khan on tabla, 
he also played one of his origi-
nal creations - The Arrival of 
Sultan, and left the audience 
in complete awe. Nabeel then 
performed Raag Saugandh - 
Ek Taal Vilambit which is 

the opening of the raga. Then 
Drut Teen Taal based in 16 
beats time cycle composed 
by his grandfather legendary 

Sarangi maestro Ustad Sabri 
Khan sahab. Raag Saugandh 
is very unique and difficult 
raga to play on Sarangi. 

This raga translates the 
emotions of one travelling 
down the memory lane in 
time with the feel of deep con-
nection with nature and life. 
This raga is very deep and 
difficult to play on Sarangi. 
It’s a unique Indian classical 
raga. Next song performed 
by him was The Arrival of 
Sultan - original composition 
based on Desert theme. 

This music piece covers the 
journey of a Sultan trying to 
re-establish his glory through 
the struggles of the day in the 
desert.

The melody is a combina-
tion of several Arabic and 
Indian classical instruments 
which come together to form 
a mystical and enchant-
ing piece. It’s a grand and 
royal experience to be able 
to engage with the melody 

throughout.
Following him was a clas-

sical vocal maestro, Geetesh 
Mishra, who cast a wonder-
ful spell over the audience 
with his performance. 

The baithak ended with 
sitar performance from 
Mehtab Ali Niyazi who gave 
the ideal wrap up to a mes-
merizing, inspiring evening 
dedicated to classical mu-
sic. The seamlessly planned 
event and the ambience cre-
ated truly made the event 
memorable. In a candid con-
versation artist Mehtab Ali 
Niyazi said, “I was very ex-
cited to perform for one of In-
dia’s prestigious music foun-
dation. Since it happened in 
Delhi I must mention that it’s 
always a pleasure performing 
before the able connoisseurs 
of Delhi.”

YOUNG ARTISTS ENGAGE CONNOISSEURS AT THE18TH 
QUARTERLY MUSIC FEST OF PRACHEEN KALA KENDRA

EVENT
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With the advent of con-
temporary art exhibi-
tions visual form of art 
has become very rare 
genre of artwork. Visual 
artist Aashima Mehro-
tra is set to present her 
Visual Art collection 
called ‘Ambari’ from 
30th November to 6th 
December at Lalit Kala 
Akademi. This show 
is curated by Shrikant 
Pandey. 

This collection of paint-
ings by Aashima Mehro-
tra reflects the thematic 
unity which connects 
three sets of paintings.

The manifestation of 
cosmic energy in its 
visible and perceptible 
form which the artist 
has put on her canvas as 
she perceives while sit-
ting with her color and 
brush under open sky. 
Being with nature has 
enabled her to recognize 
the dynamic patterns of 
the cosmic energy and 
that has given rise to the 
idea of Ambari. Artist 
has innovatively used 
an encaustic medium to 
depict dynamic patterns.

Ambari also depicts 
an innovative art form, 
where the heritage 
buildings and town 
ships are painted against 
the all embracing sky 
so as to give rise to half 
on half style. The color 
which she selects is in-
deed mystical and cre-
ates an enigmatic aura 
around the old cities 
with rich architectural 
continuity.

Finally Ambari also 
tells us the story of hu-
man survival as reflected 
in ‘tug of life’. 

In a candid conver-
sation artist Aashima 
Mehrotra says, “I am a 
visual artist and a Civil 
Servant based in Delhi. I 
have had intense interest 
in art since childhood. I 
was always inspired by 
people and mysteries 
of nature and to hone 
my skills, I studied the 
works of celebrated art-
ists like Nandlal Bose, 

Amrita Shergil, Ilya Re-
pin, Van Gogh, Monet 
and Picasso. Though 
largely self-taught, my 
painting skills matured 
under legendary painter 
Veer Munshi and Ban-
shidhar Pratihary from 
Shanti Niketan. My job 
in Railways and Tour-
ism helped me to get 
inspired from the diver-
sity of Indian towns and 
various art forms. All 
my works are a reflec-
tion of my experiences 
and my personality. 
Today, I am a visual art-
ist with my own visual 
language and ‘ISM’. 
The sky is where I of-
ten looked for answers. 
It’s changing colors, its 
depth, it’s pregnant si-
lence, it’s serenity has 
always filled me with a 
myriad of emotions. 

Ambari simultaneously 
stands for the metaphor 
of space and the element 
of sky thereby pointing 
out an oxymoron that 
space is not a void but a 
possibility. In Ambari, 
the invisible pattern of 
cosmic energy finds var-
ied expressions through 
encaustic or in half on 
half manner celebrat-
ing cosmic conscious-
ness and my intimate 
conversation with the 
cosmos. The mysteries 
of nature are un- coded 
through the interplay of 
color, sound, wind and 
aroma enriching them 
sensory experience. Am-
bari echoes the stories of 
human experiences and 
challenges of human 
survival, simultaneous-
ly depicting its hardship 
and hedonism.”

‘Ambari’ reflects thematic 
unity which connects 
three sets of paintings
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Students from Reva University performing Panchavaktram.

Visual artist Aashima Mehrotra

Sitar performance from Mehtab Ali Niyazi 

DPS RK Puram hosted 
the starcast of India’s first 
creature comedy Bhediya 
to celebrate the success of 
their alumna Kriti Sanon. 
The guests included Va-
run Dhawan, DPS RK 
Puram alumni Kriti Sanon 
(Batch of ‘07), Abhishek 
Banerjee, and debutant 
Paalin Kabak. A screening 
of the trailer was followed 
by an interactive session 
of the entire star cast with 
the students. 

The promotional session 
started with a screening of 
the trailer which evoked 
an enthusiastic response 
from the audience. This 
was followed by an inter-
active session with the stu-
dents of classes XI and XII 
where the film-promotion 
team wished them luck for 
the remaining school year. 
The song Apna Bana Le 
introduced the lead ac-

tors Varun Dhawan and 
Kriti Sanon followed by 
songs Jungle Mein Kaand 
and Baaki Sab Theek. The 
team invited students on 
stage to learn and perform 
the hook steps of the sig-
nature song of the movie. 

Kriti Sanon was the epit-
ome of grace, class, and 
beauty as she addressed 
her juniors warmly. She 
revived memories of her 
time in school and said 
that she was lucky to be 
present in school during 
the Golden Jubilee Year of 
DPS RK Puram. She remi-
nisced about the Aloo Pat-
ties and chowmein that 
were a staple during her 
time in school. She also 
said that DPS RK Puram 
gave her the confidence 
to follow her dreams and 
made her what she is to-
day. She highlighted the 
importance of finding 
one’s passion in life. 

Var un Dhawan ex-
pressed his happiness to 

be in DPS RK Puram. He 
said that he thoroughly 

enjoyed spending time on 
campus, and listening to 

anecdotes of Kriti’s excel-
lence in academics and co-

curricular achievements. 
Abhishek Banerjee said 

that as a student he al-
ways looked up to DPS RK 
Puram as a wonderful in-
stitution, and was excited 
to be here in person. He 
also said that he had fun 
shooting the movie with 
his co-stars and crew, 
comparing it to a college 
trip. 

Paalin Kabak came on 
stage and gave a soulful 
rendition of a beautiful 
love song, and regaled the 
audience with comedic 
imitations of Kumar Sanu. 

Kriti Sanon and Varun 
Dhawan gave a sensa-
tional performance on 
Thumkeshwari and were 
joined by the rest of the 
cast members for a per-
formance on Jungle Mein 
Kaand from the movie. 

Varun Dhawan fol-
lowed up the entertaining 
session with an insight 
into their upcoming film 
Bhediya and addressed 
the conflict between ani-
mal and man, and un-

derlined that the earth 
belongs to both. He added 
that this was a very spe-
cial film geared towards 
spreading awareness 
amongst the younger 
cinephiles. He hoped that 
Bhediya would match 
the appeal of Hollywood 
Blockbusters. 

Kriti Sanon said that 
the movie was one of her 
personal favorites and she 
feels very connected with 
it. She talked about the 
VFX that were supplied 
by MPC Film who also 
gave the effects for Jungle 
Book, Planet of the Apes, 
and Lion King among oth-
ers. 

The Principal Ms Padma 
Srinivasan joined the stu-
dents in celebrating the 
success of Kriti Sanon, 
and hoped that she will be 
able to do the same for the 
present batch. She praised 
the journey of Kriti Sanon 
from her student life to su-
perstardom.

Kriti Sanon revives memories of her time in 
school during screening of Bhediya
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Kriti Sanon and Varun Dhawan perform at DPS RK Puram.

The production aimed at culling out stories from medieval 
tests depicting harmonious marriage of the five elements.
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On the launch of his book 
Bravehearts of Bharat: Vi-
gnettes from Indian history, 
Vikram Sampath, in a free-
wheeling interview with The 
Daily Guardian says the Indian 
view of looking at history has 
been looked down upon. Read 
excerpts. 
Q: How different is our Indian 
history from Bharat’s Itihasa 
and why do you think today’s 
India is ready to tell ‘her’ story?

A: A famous shloka that is 
sometimes attributed to Kal-
hana postulates that itihasa 
(literally translating to ‘It Thus 
Happened’) is one that cap-
tures the past in a story form 
that is inspiring, with a didac-
tic message to society, and that 
aids in the fulfilment of the 
four purusharthas of dharma, 
artha, kama, and moksha. 
That’s been the Indic view and 
perspective on history and its 
utility. Of course, this is quite at 
odds with the Western model 
of Leopold von Ranke’s positiv-
ist history, which is evidence-
based and tangible. There are 
a lot of fantastic tales, exag-
gerations, and stories—but 
the kernel of the truth is also 
embedded within them, and it 
is up to the modern researcher 
to draw out these. The unique-
ly Indian view of looking at her 
past has largely been looked 
down upon over centuries of 
colonisation and I think we 

now need to look at our own 
sources, methodologies and 
objectives of what history is 
with an objective and fresh 
perspective. As that African 
proverb goes, “Until the lions 
find their own storytellers, the 
history of the hunt will contin-
ue to glorify the hunter.” India 
is perhaps now at that stage of 
her own history when her lions 
are finally finding their own 
storytellers.

 Q: In your new book, you 
have covered almost the en-
tire of India, highlighting the 
regional heroes of which very 
little is known, post Savarkar’s 
two volumes why did you 
choose to club all of them to-
gether in one book?

A: My editor at Penguin Ran-
dom House and dear friend 
Premanka Goswami conned 
me into this project by suggest-
ing I do a ‘quickie’ after those 
exhaustive Savarkar volumes. 
Little did I realise that this was 
going to be 15 times tougher as I 
needed to go into 15 characters, 
their lives, and stories of which 
so little is known. But jokes 
apart, I thought these 15 heroes 
and heroines were divided by 
time, space, and geography but 
united in their undying spirit 
of courage, valour, resistance, 
and a civilisational resurgence. 
Hence, they strung together 
easily, and I thought that it was 
the best way to put them all 
together in one volume. Given 
the tremendous response the 
book is receiving from across 

India, there have been lots of 
demands for a sequel that cov-
ers more such unsung brave-
hearts from other parts of the 
country not represented in this 
volume.

Q: You have highlighted quite 
a few women warriors and 
heroes in the book right from 
Rani Naiki Devi of Gujarat to 
Rani Abbakka Chowta, Chand 
Bibi to Devi Ahilya Bai that 
also gives a sense of not only 
the contribution of women in 

our wars of thousands of years 
but also in some way makes 
one feel how we let them down 
and how did we end up getting 
a reputation of being a patriar-
chal society?

A: It is tough to put these 
labels of ‘patriarchy’ etc. that 
are very modern constructs. 
Rani Rudrama Devi’s father, 
Ganapatideva of the Kakatiya 
dynasty, groomed his daughter 
to be a warrior and his succes-
sor right from her childhood. 

Rani VeluNachiyar’s father 
taught her all aspects of war-
fare and multiple languages 
like French, Urdu, and Eng-
lish. Rani Ahilya Bai Holkar’s 
father-in-law, Malhar Rao 
Holkar, provided education 
to his daughter-in-law, dis-
cussed matters of state with 
her, trusted her more 
than his own son, and 
even prevented her 
from committing 
sati when his son 
died. These were 
the patriarchs 
too--fathers and 
fathers-in-law 
who let their 
daughters thrive 
and flourish. But 
you are right that our 
history has been unfair 
to these women and their 
contributions. Women in 
positions of power were seen 
with suspicion. Rani Didda of 
Kashmir or Rani Abbakka of 
Ullal are always being accused 
with insinuations of doing 
black magic to eliminate their 
own children, and so on. Even 
the contemporary chroniclers 
of Rani Naiki Devi of Gujarat 
hardly mention or credit her 
for her stellar success in de-
feating Mohammad Ghori in 
1178. So I think it is a mixed bag 
somewhere.

 4) We are celebrating the 
birth anniversary of Lachit 
Barphukan, one of the very 
few of the several other heroes 
who have now been brought 

into mainstream conversa-
tions, tell us more about the 
kind of research that went into 
unravelling his story.

A: Lachit Barphukan’s was 
a fascinating discovery for me, 

as I knew 

next 
to nothing about him when 
I started off. Quite contrary 
to the common perception 
that India and Indians hardly 
documented their history, we 
find the converse true- the 
documented history of Kash-
mir by Kalhana, the meticu-
lous chronicles of the Cholas 
in multiple sources like coins, 
temple inscriptions, palm 
leaf manuscripts etc. and in 
Assam where from the 4th 
Century BCE people main-
tained accounts that were later 
perfected under the Ahoms 
in documents called Buranjis. 
Yet if we don’t know this his-

tory, it is because they were 
kept away from us. I relied on 
a lot of regional literature for 
this book, and in Assam’s case, 
on the Buranjis. Lachit’s story 
is also indicative of how Ka-
mrupa (Assam) remained in-
vincible to imperialist designs 
for several centuries, be they 
Afghan or Mughal invaders. 

Even Bakhtiyar Khilji, who 
had ransacked our grand 
universities in Nalanda 
and Vikramshila, was 
beaten back by King 
Prithu of Assam in 
1206. Right from 1615, 
Mughal incursions into 
Assam were thwarted. 

It was a brief occupation 
after Mir Jumla’s conquest 

in 1662. But barely a decade 
later, the Ahoms regrouped 

themselves, built their army 
from scratch and as the typical 
underdogs against the mighty 
imperial Mughal army, the 
native army managed under 
Lachit as commander flushed 
the Mughals out totally in the 
Battle of Saraighat in 1671. The 
manner in which the Ahoms 
managed this feat is some-
thing that should be taught in 
every school and college, and 
perhaps every B-school, in 
strategy lessons. But here we 
are in this country, where the 
majority of the people may not 
even have heard of who Lachit 
was or what this episode in 
our history was all about. Not 
the people’s fault, it is that of 
the historians writing our sto-

ries hitherto, who kept these 
inspiring tales away from com-
mon knowledge. 

  5) Which of the heroes cov-
ered were the most difficult 
to get more literature and evi-
dence on and how does a his-
toriographer remove folklore 
from reality in cases where 
there is very little known?

A: Each of them had their 
own challenges, as there’s so 
little or scattered information 
on many of them. Naiki Devi, 
for instance, is a barely discern-
ible ghost in the annals of our 
history. Rajarshi Bhagyachan-
dra Jai Singh of Manipur was 
tough to reconstruct as there 
was so little that I could lay my 
hands on. In Abbakka’s case, 
where I even saw practices like 
the Bhoota Aradhane where 
she is invoked, it is a tenuous 
balance that a modern his-
torian needs to traverse as to 
how much of the folklore and 
oral narratives one takes and 
how much one leaves behind. 
Triangulation with scanty and 
extant records is a small way 
to ensure some modicum of 
accuracy. More than anything, 
a true researcher of history, in 
my view, is someone who is 
humbled by the fact that the 
sources that she/he refers to 
are scanty, compromised, in-
complete, or biased. 

 As told to Lipika Bhushan, 
a columnist and senior pub-
lishing professional. She is the 
founder of MarketMyBook. 
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‘THE INDIAN VIEW OF LOOKING AT HER PAST LOOKED DOWN UPON’ 

BOOKS TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS WEEK 
A New Reform Paradigm
Author: Radhicka Kapoor
Price: Rs 777
Publisher: Rupa Publications
Dr Isher Judge Ahluwalia (1945–2020), one of India’s 
leading policy economists and a recipient of the Padma 
Bhushan award, was indeed a woman of substance. 
Her works spanned public policy, urban infrastructure, 
and sustainable urbanisation. To honour her impecca-
ble achievements in the field of economic policy, noted 
economists have come together through a collection 
of papers titled “A New Reform Paradigm: Festschrift 
in Honour of Isher Judge Ahluwalia.” This book at-
tempts to develop a blueprint for the reforms required 
to achieve rapid, inclusive, and sustainable growth in 
India in a post-pandemic world. The seeks to bring to-
gether reflections by experts.

Energize Your Mind
Author: Gaur Gopal Das
Price: Rs 250
Publisher: Penguin Ananda
In this book, bestselling author and life coach Gaur 
Gopal Das decodes how the mind works. He combines 
his anecdotal style with analytical research to teach 
us how to discipline our mind for our greater well-
being. Throughout this book, he provides interactive 
exercises, meditation techniques, and worksheets to 
help us take charge of our mind. This book is an es-
sential read for anyone who wants to work towards 
a better, more fulfilling future for themselves. Gaur 
Gopal Das studied electrical engineering at the College 
of Engineering, Pune. After a brief stint with Hewlett-
Packard, he decided to live life as a monk in an ashram 
in downtown Mumbai. 

Build, Don’t Talk
Author: Raj Shamani
Publisher:  Penguin eBury Press 
Price: Rs 215
School taught us specific subjects, like maths and history. 
But we weren’t taught: How to sell, or how to build rela-
tionships, or how to negotiate, or how to take care of our 
mental health, or how to network, or how to deal with 
personal finance. These most important situations we face 
as adults were never discussed with us when we were 
students. We weren’t taught these skills in school, and 
this makes all the success stories we hear about seem out 
of reach; it makes us feel dumb. We aren’t dumb, we just 
don’t know how to work the system. Your school taught 
you how to run in the race; it didn’t teach you how to win. 
And that’s what this book is for. To help you win the race 
with useful advice gleaned from his journey.

The Essentials Of Hinduism
Author: Trilochan Sastry
Price: Rs 384
Publisher: Penguin Viking
Hinduism is an ancient religion, philosophy, and way 
of life. Unlike other great religions that are based on a 
small set of books, there are hundreds of texts in Hin-
duism, most of which are very voluminous. They span 
not merely centuries, but millennia. And most im-
portantly, these ancient scriptures are all in Sanskrit, 
which many do not know. Therefore, for a beginner 
with an interest in Hinduism, it is a daunting task as 
you don’t know where to start such a study. In The 
Essentials of Hinduism, Trilochan Sastry unpacks all 
the ancient texts, from the Vedas to the epics, covering 
the entire range of scriptures and everything you need 
to know about them.
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India is perhaps now at that stage of her own history when her lions are finally finding their own storytellers.

LIPIKA BHUSHAN
NEW DELHI 

Given 
the tremendous 

response the book is 
receiving from across 

India, there have been lots 
of demands for a sequel that 

covers more such unsung 
bravehearts from other 
parts of the country not 

represented in this 
volume.

Vikram Sampath

 EXCERPT 

Hindutva: Origin, evolution, and future 

A deeply researched, pro-
vocative, and comprehen-
sive book that would pro-
vide a critical and holistic 
view of the historical, so-
cial, and scientific mean-
ing of Hindutva. From a 
renowned thinker, writer, 
and co-author of the huge-
ly successful bestseller 
Breaking India, Aravindan 
Neelakandan’s Hindutva: 
Origin, Evolution, and Fu-

ture (Kali Imprint; BluOne 
Ink) is a must-read for 
understanding Hindutva 
not just as a political move-
ment but as a cultural and 
social one. It has received 
tremendous appreciation 
from noted academicians, 
authors, and historians, 
including Dr. Vikram Sam-
path, Dr. Jeffrey D. Long, 
Dr. Makarand Paranjape, 
Harsh Gupta Madhusudan, 
and others.

‘’With this provocative and 
deeply researched work, 

Aravindan Neelakandan 
makes a case for Hindu-
tva, not only as a political 
movement, but also as a 
cultural movement, and in 
his words, ‘a very relevant 
stream of consciousness...
on this planet.’ Whether 
one is a supporter or a critic 
of Hindutva, Neelakandan’s 
work is essential for under-
standing its worldview and 
its historical and philo-
sophical underpinnings,”  
said Dr Jeffery D. Long 
Carl W. Zeigler Professor of 

Religion, Philosophy, and 
Asian Studies and Dr Long, 
author of A Vision for Hin-

duism: Beyond Hindu Na-
tionalism (2007), Histori-
cal Dictionary of Hinduism 
(2011) and Hinduism in 
America: A Convergence of 
Worlds (2020).

‘’This book by Shri Ara-
vindan Neelakandan lives 
up to what one has come to 
expect from him: probably 
the most comprehensive 
and erudite book on Hin-
dutva specifically, perhaps 
since the one written by 
Veer Savarkar himself a 
hundred years ago. It goes 

into the psycho-social ori-
gins of Dharmic traditions 
in India, how they differ 
from homogenising world-
views, and how both inter-
act with modernity. Finally, 
it covers all the important 
personalities, especially 
from the Sangh, who have 
contributed to this cause 
and also hints at a way for-
ward. The void left behind 
by Ram Swarup has partial-
ly been filled by the author. 
May he write many more 
books,’’ said Harsh Gupta 

Madhusudan, Investor, Co-
author, ‘A New Idea of India’ 
(2020)

Hindutva: Origin, Evolu-
tion, and Future Studies 
Hindutva in both critical 
and holistic terms—an ap-
proach that is often found 
missing in most studies on 
Hindutva, where a lot of 
critical knowledge has been 
left out either intentionally 
or out of ignorance. This 
omission has led to charac-
terise Hindutva as a danger-
ous exclusivist majoritarian 

supremacist ideology. Hin-
dutva is often studied like 
other extreme right-wing 
ideologies. However, the 
thesis presented in this book 
is built on the strong foun-
dation that Hindutva is not 
an ideology but a historical-
civilisational process. As 
such, it does not fit the ex-
pectations of any ideological 
framework.

Aravindan Neelakandan 
has authored books on sus-
tainable agricultural tech-
nologies.
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Focus on making most out of 
chances I get: Shubman Gill

After the second ODI be-
tween India and New 

Zealand was called off due to 
rain, Indian batter Shubman 
Gill said that he is aiming 
to make the most out of the 
chances he gets to play for his 
country.

The second ODI of the three-
match series between India 
and New Zealand was called 
off due to rain, with the Men 
in Blue being able to score 89/1 
in 12.5 overs at the time rain 
intervened for the final time 
and put any possibility of 
further action to rest. Shub-
man Gill (45* off 42 balls) and 
Suryakumar Yadav (34* off 
25 balls) were at the crease 
unbeaten.

“I am not looking that far 
(playing in the 2023 World 
Cup). Right now, my focus is 
to make the most out of the 
chances I get to play for the 
country and score big. This is 
what I am looking to do in this 
series as well,” said Gill in a 
post-match press conference.

This year, Gill has indeed 
lived up to these words. In 11 
ODIs he has played so far, Gill 
has scored 625 runs at an aver-
age of 78.12. He has scored one 
century and four half-centu-

ries, with the best score of 130.
Gill admitted that constant 

in-and-out of the field move-
ment due to rain caused frus-
tration and difficulties in plan-
ning.

The batter said that he en-
joyed batting with Suryaku-
mar Yadav, who is currently 
in red-hot form.

“There is no need to have 
any talk with him out in the 
middle as he was batting so 

good,” he added.
On adapting a more aggres-

sive batting approach in ODIs 
in which totals of 400 or more 
are frequent, Gill said that 
scoring 400 or more in ODIs 
frequently is not achievable.

“400-450 are made in 2-3 
matches per year. When you 
score 300-350, it makes a 
good match. This all is depen-
dent on conditions, whether 
you bat first or not,” he added.

THREE-MATCH SERIES

INDIA-NEW ZEALAND SECOND ODI 
CALLED OFF DUE TO RAIN

The second ODI of the 
three-match series 
between India and 

New Zealand was called 
off due to rain, with the 
Men in Blue being able to 
score 89/1 in 12.5 overs at 
the time rain intervened 
for the final time and put 
any possibility of further 
action to rest.

Shubman Gill (45* off 42 
balls) and Suryakumar Ya-
dav (34* off 25 balls) were 
at the crease unbeaten. Put 
to bat first by the Kiwis, In-
dia was at 22/0 in 4.5 overs 
when rain interrupted the 
action for the first time. 
The match was resumed 
after rain as a 29-overs-per 
side affair.

After the match resumed, 
India lost skipper Shikhar 
Dhawan to Matt Henry 
early for just three runs.

Following Shikhar’s dis-
missal, Gill and Suryaku-
mar added 66 runs for the 
second wicket. But rain 
played the spoilsport again 
and fans did not get to see 

any further action from 
these two exciting sides.

The third ODI will take 
place in Christchurch on 
Wednesday.

In the first ODI, New 

Zealand defeated India 
by seven wickets to take a 
1-0 lead in the series. India 
managed to score 306/7 in 
their 50 overs, with fifties 
coming from Shreyas Iyer 

(80), Dhawan (72) and Gill 
(50). Pacers Tim Southee 
and Lockie Fergsuon took 
three wickets.

In chase of 307, India 
had NZ struggling at 88/3 

in 19.5 overs. But a 221-run 
stand for the fourth wicket 
between Tom Latham 
(145*) and skipper Kane 
Williamson (94*) helped 
the Kiwis win the match.
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DOMESTIC CRICKET

The quarterfinals of the on-
going Vijay Hazare Trophy, 
India’s top-tier domestic 
one-day cricket competi-
tion, are set to take place 
from today, with all eyes on 
Jammu and Kashmir after 
they secured their first-ever 
knockout stage win in their 
cricketing history by defeat-
ing Kerala in a preliminary 
quarterfinal on Saturday.

Karnataka and Uttar 
Pradesh also secured their 
quarterfinal spot with wins 
over Jharkhand and Mum-
bai, respectively. Punjab 
and four-time champions 
Karnataka will be locking 

horns with the North Indian 
state eyeing further progress 
to win their first-ever title.

Maharashtra will also 
be eyeing a final four spot 
against one-time champion 
Uttar Pradesh.

Assam, who had finished 
as runners-up after a loss to 
Delhi in the 2012-13 final, will 
be looking forward to keep 
their top form intact against 
Jammu and Kashmir, who 
also have to climb four more 
stairs to clinch their first-ever 
domestic title.

Tamil Nadu, the most suc-
cessful team in tournament 
history with five titles will 
contest one-time champions 
Saurashtra.

This season of the tourna-

ment has seen some stunning 
performances with both bat 
and ball. TN batter Narayan 
Jagadeesan is the top-scorer 
so far, with 822 runs in just 

seven matches at an average 
of 164.40. His five centuries 
in the tournament are the 
first instance of a batter hit-
ting five straight tons in List 

A cricket, a format involving 
ODIs and domestic competi-
tion matches with overs forty 
to sixty.

His best score of 277 is also 
the highest in List A cricket 
history and Sai Sudharsan 
(154) was his partner in 
416-run stand for the open-
ing wicket against Arunachal 
Pradesh, the highest in List A 
cricket. Together, they pow-
ered TN to 506/2, the first 
instance of a team smashing 
500 runs in List A format.

Speaking of Sudarshan, 
even he is in stunning form. 
He has scored 586 runs in 
seven matches at an aver-
age of 83.71, with three tons 
and two fifties. His best score 
is 154.

HOCKEY

IOA ELECTIONS

India and Australia featured 
in yet another high-octane 
encounter here at the Mate 
Stadium, Adelaide where the 
Sunday audience was treated 
to some blistering goals by 
both teams.

It was the home side who 
eventually came out on top 
with a 7-4 victory, in a match 
that saw Eddie Ockenden 
complete 400 international 
caps for Australia. This win 
comes at the back of their 5-4 
win in the first match on Sat-
urday, thus taking a 2-0 lead 
in the five-match Series, as per 
a press release from Hockey 
India. Goals were scored by 
Harmanpreet Singh (3’, 60’), 
Hardik Singh (25’) and Raheel 
Mohammed (36’) for India 
while Blake Govers (12’, 27’, 
53’), Jack Welch (17’, 24’), Ja-
cob Anderson (48’) and Jake 
Whetton (49’) scored for the 
hosts.

India got off to a swift start 
in the first quarter winning 
a penalty corner as early as 
the third minute of the game. 
In-form India skipper Har-
manpreet Singh, who was 
the highest goal-scorer in the 
previous edition of the FIH 
Hockey Pro League, was on 
target to beat Australia goalie 
Johan Durst, giving his team a 

fine 1-0 lead. It took Australia 
a few minutes to overcome an 
early setback, and responded 
to it only in the 12th minute 
when they were awarded a 
PC after India’s foot-foul in 
the striking circle.

Blake Govers, who struck 
twice in the last three min-
utes fetching his team a win-
ning start to their campaign on 
Saturday, scored the equaliser 
via a well-worked PC. The 
next quarter belonged to the 
hosts as put Indian defence 
under the pump, scoring 
three back-to-back goals. A 
double by Welch in the 17th 

and 24th minute gave Aus-
tralia a 3-1 lead. Though In-
dia midfielder Hardik Singh 
scored a brilliant goal after a 
smart interception, reducing 
the lead to 2-3 in the 25th min-
ute, Govers’ 27th-minute goal 
doubled their lead to 4-2.

After the ten-minute half-
time break, India returned to 
the pitch with an improvised 
attack resulting in a PC. A 
superb variation saw Mohd 
Raheel deflect from the right 
side of the post after a power-
ful dragflick by Harmanpreet 
Singh. This goal brought some 
respite to the India camp with 
the lead narrowing down to 
3-4. India did well to keep 
the home team from scoring 
in this quarter despite giving 
away a couple of PCs.

However, the final quarter 
witnessed the Australians 
come out all guns firing. They 
marauded the Indian defence 
with a clinical performance by 
the forward line. Anderson 
scored in the 48th minute fol-
lowed by Whetton scoring in 
the 49th minute. Giving India 
no chance of recovering, Gov-
ers added to the score line tak-
ing their lead to a remarkable 
7-3 when he scored off a pen-
alty stroke in the 53rd minute. 
Raheel’s efforts in the frontline 
saw India winning a PC in the 
final moments of the match. 

AUSTRALIA TAKE 2-0 LEAD IN SERIES AGAINST INDIA AFTER 7-4 WIN

Australia came out on top with a 7-4 victory over India.

UNITED BY VISION

Athletes turn up in huge 
numbers at sixth edition of 
Adani Ahmedabad Marathon

Braving a chilly Sunday 
morning, Ahmedabad’s 
family of athletes turned up 
enthusiastically and in huge 
numbers at the Shantigram 
Cricket Ground for the sixth 
edition of the Adani Ahmed-
abad Marathon, the premier 
AIIMS-certified run in the 
city.

More than 12,000 runners, 
including nearly 1,700 run-
ners from the Indian Army, 
Indian Navy and Indian Air 
Force, participated in the 
premier marathon which 
pioneered and promotes the 
unique #Run4OurSoldiers 
initiative.

#Run4OurSoldiers has 
successfully raised Rs 50 
lakhs for the welfare funds 
of the Indian Armed Forces 
and the Pune-based Paraple-
gic Rehabilitation Centre, a 
nodal government institu-
tion catering to the reha-
bilitation needs of soldiers 
affected by permanent spi-
nal cord injuries. With the 
sixth edition, the cumulative 
funds donated have crossed 

Rs 2.5 crore.
Present at the marathon’s 

flag-off was Air Marshal Vi-
kram Singh, (AVSM VSM) 
AOC-in-C, South Western 
Air Command; Major Gen-
eral Mohit Wadhwa, Gen-
eral Officer Commanding; 
Race Ambassador Major D 
P Singh, Kargil War Veteran 
and India’s first blade run-
ner; Dangal queen Geeta 
Phogat and ace Indian hock-
ey player Rani Rampal. Also 
present to give the athletes a 
stirring pep talk was actor 
Ayushmann Khurrana.

“Nothing brings people to-
gether as sports does,” said 

Mr Pranav Adani, Director, 
Adani Enterprises Ltd.

“The sixth edition of the 
Adani Ahmedabad Mara-
thon is extra special as it 
hosted specially-abled run-
ners from all over India to 
join the thousands of other 
runners from all walks of 
life. It is tremendously in-
spiring to see people come 
together, united by our vi-
sion of nation building, 
united in our determination 
to build a Fitter India, and 
united in our expression of 
gratitude for the bravery and 
selflessness of the Indian 
Armed Forces.”

P. T. Usha to contest for IOA 
president’s post

Legendary track and field 
star of India PT Usha will 
contest for the president’s 
post in the upcoming Indian 
Olympic Association (IOA) 
elections.

The star sprinter Usha is 
one of the greatest athletes to 
have ever come out of India 
and brags four gold medals 
and seven silvers at the Asian 
Games. She missed out on a 
podium finish in the women’s 
400m hurdles at the Los 
Angeles 1984 Olympics by 
1/100th of a second. Her tim-
ing of 55.42s in LA still holds 
as a national record. “With 
the warm support of my fel-
low athletes and National 

Federations, I am humbled 
and honoured to accept and 
file for the nomination of the 
president of IOA!” PT Usha 
tweeted on Saturday. The last 
date for filing nominations is 
Sunday (27 November). The 
IOA executive committee 
election will take place on 10 
December, with an electoral 
college of 77 members, in-

cluding the star sprinter.
Usha was a part of the eight 

sportspersons of outstanding 
merit (SOMs), selected by the 
Athletes’ Commission of the 
IOA last week.

Olympic medal-winning 
wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt, 
former hockey player M M 
Somaya, tennis player Rohit 
Rajpal, boxer Akhil Kumar, 
shooter Suma Shirur, bad-
minton player Aparna Popat 
and archer Dola Banerjee are 
the other seven SOMs select-
ed by the Athletes’ Commis-
sion of the IOA, which was 
elected on 14 November.

Boxing legend MC Mary 
Kom is the president of the 
IOA Athletes’ Commission 
while table tennis legend 
Sharath Kamal is her deputy.

VIJAY HAZARE TROPHY 2022-23 QUARTERFINALS 
SET TO KICK-OFF FROM TODAY
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Indian batter Shubman Gill

TN batter Narayan Jagadeesan 

Legendary track and field star 
of India PT Usha 

 INDIA VS AUSTRALIA
Match 3 Wednesday 30 November 

(1330 hrs IST)

Match 4 Saturday 3 December 
(1100hrs IST)

Match 5 Sunday 4 December (1100hrs 
IST)

Matches will be live on Star Sports First, 
Star Sports Select 1 SD and Star Sports 
Select 1 HD ok linear TV. Disney + Hotstar 
will also stream the matches live. 
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Ground staff covering the pitch as rain interrupted the 2nd ODI match between India and New Zealand, at Seddon Park, in Hamilton 
on Sunday. ANI
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 ‘FULLER’ THE LONE SCORER

Japan humbled by 31st 
ranked Costa Rica

Keysher Fuller’s goal helped 
Costa Rica beat Japan 1-0 in 
the Group E match played 
here at Ahmed bin Ali Sta-
dium.

The action started as early 
as the third minute Ayase 
Ueda helped Japan’s Ritsu 
Doan in taking a left-footed 
shot from outside the box 
but it went to the left of the 
post. Costa Rica’s Gerson 
Torres earned a free kick 
which went was blocked.

In the 35th minute, Fran-
cisco Calvo left footed shot 
from outside the box missed 
to the right. Anthony Con-
treras’ assist also helped Joel 
Campbell of Costa Rica left 
footed shot from outside the 
box went high and wide to 

the right.
Three minutes later Ritsu 

Doan’s assist gave a chance 
to Wataru Endo of Japan but 
his left-footed shot from out-
side the box was blocked.

In the 41st minute, Antho-
ny Contreras of Costa Rica 
was shown a yellow card 
for a bad foul. Japan team 
too got a yellow card as Miki 
Yamane was on the receiv-
ing end. The first half of the 
play saw none of the teams 
getting a shot on the target 
and hence, the score is 0-0 
at half-time.

In the second half-time, 
the Asian team presses hard 
but either the attempts were 
saved or blocked.

Costa Rica team got an-
other yellow card as Celso 
Borges did a bad foul. In 

the 70th minute, Francisco 
Calvo too got a yellow card 
and things were not going 
this team’s way.

In the 81st minute, Costa 
Rican Keysher Fuller’s left-
footed shot from the centre 
of the box went in to hit the 
top left corner of the goal 
post giving them a 1-0 lead.

This lead was maintained 
right till the end as Costa 
Rica made a comeback af-
ter suffering a massive 0-7 
defeat to Spain. Japan won 
their opening match against 
Germany.

Costa Rica had lesser pos-
session having 43 percent of 
it while Japan had 57 percent 
of it. Japan had three shots 
on target while Costa Rica 
had only one which resulted 
in a goal.

 POLAND’S WIN OVER SAUDI

My childhood dreams have come true: Lewa

Robert Lewandowski said 
he had finally fulfilled his 
childhood dream after 
scoring a goal at the ongo-
ing FIFA World Cup for the 
first time on Saturday.

Goals from Piotr Zielinski 
and Robert Lewandowski 
and a penalty save from 
Wojciech Szczesny gave Po-
land a 2-0 win against Saudi 
Arabia in a Group C match 
of the ongoing FIFA World 
Cup here at Education City 
Stadium. The Barcelona for-
ward scored his first World 
Cup goal in his fifth appear-
ance, doubling Poland’s ad-
vantage 82 minutes against 
Saudi Arabia.

“I’m aware that this may 
be my last World Cup. Al-

ready during the anthem, 
singing of the national an-
them, I felt the emotions 
inside me. I wanted not 
only to be remembered for 
being at the World Cup but 
for scoring goals there too. 
I always fought hard for a 
goal at the World Cup and 
today, I managed it,” Goal.
com quoted Lewandowski 
as saying after the match.

“During the game after 
we scored, everything that 
I had inside, the dreams 
and the importance of the 
goal and how I scored it, 
all those dreams from my 
early childhood were just 
fulfilled, they came true 
and it was so significant,” 
he added.

Coming to the match, 
coming from the back of a 
famous win against Argen-

tina, Saudi Arabia started 
off aggressively as Salem Al 
Dawsari’s assist helped Mo-
hammed Al Burayk make a 
right-footed attempt from 
outside the box which was 
blocked.

In the 13th minute, Saud 
Abdulhamid assisted Mo-
hammed Kanno to take a 

right-footed shot from the 
right side of the box to be 
saved in the top right corner.

Two minutes later Jakub 
Kiwior of Poland was 
shown a yellow card for a 
bad foul. Matty Cash got 
the yellow card for a foul 
in the next minute. In the 
39th minute, an assist from 
Robert Lewandowski Pi-
otr Zielinski’s right-footed 
shot from the centre of the 
box went on to the top right 
corner.

Poland’s Krystian Bielik 
conceded a penalty after a 
foul in the 43rd minute. But 
Salem Al Dawsari failed to 
capitalise on this great op-
portunity as his right-footed 
shot was saved in the bot-
tom left corner. Goalkeeper 
Wojciech Szczesny made 
a brilliant save and also 

blocked the rebound to keep 
his team’s lead intact.

In the second half, Saud 
Abdulhamid’s right-footed 
shot from outside the box 
was blocked. Mohammed 
Kanno’s shot also went 
wide. Numerous attempts 
by Saudi went in vain and 
in the 82nd minute Rob-
ert Lewandowski scored a 
goal with a left-footed shot 
from the centre of the box. 
Poland went on to register 
a 2-0 win. They now have 
one win and one draw in 
two matches.

Saudi Arabia had more 
possession in comparison to 
Poland enjoying 64 per cent 
of it while the European side 
had only 36. Poland though 
had only three shots on tar-
get in comparison to Saudi 
who had five. 

Late goals by Abdelha-
mid Sabiri and Zakaria 
Aboukhlal powered 

Morocco to a 2-0 win over 
Belgium in a Group F match 
being played here at Al Thu-
mama Stadium. This turned 
out to be yet another upset of 
FIFA World Cup 2022.

Morocco now have four 
points in two matches they 
have played so far with the 
previous match against Croa-
tia being a draw. On the other 
hand, the European side has 
three points in two games 
with one win and one defeat. 
Belgium started on an attack-
ing note as Thorgan Hazard’s 
assist helped Michy Batsh-
uayi take a left-footed shot 
from the left side of the box 
but the ball went off target.

In the 16th minute, Eden 
Hazard’s assist helped Kevin 
De Bruyne take a right-footed 
shot from outside the box but 
it was blocked.

In the next minute, Ama-
dou Onana’s header from 
very close range went too 
high as Thorgan Hazard’s 
cross following a corner went 
in vain.

Yet another assist from 
Thorgan Hazard went in vain 
as Thomas Meunier right 
footed shot from outside the 
box is saved in the centre of 
the goal.

In the 21st minute came Mo-
rocco’s opportunity as Achraf 
Hakimi’s assist gave a chance 
to Hakim Ziyech. But his left-
footed shot from outside the 
box went too high.

Eight minutes later Ama-
dou Onana of Belgium got 
a yellow card for a bad foul. 
The match finally went to 

stoppage time where Mo-
rocco got a free kick and Ha-
kim Ziyech shot on the right 
wing and went onto hot the 
nets but the VAR denied the 
goal. Both the teams went 
into half-time without scor-
ing a goal. In the second 
half too things remained the 
same. The deadlock broke in 

the 73rd minute when Mo-
rocco’s Abdelhamid Sabiri 
came up with a brilliant free-
kick which went on to find 
the centre of the goal.

The final nail in the coffin 
for Belgium came when Ha-
kim Ziyech’s assist helped Za-
karia Aboukhlal take a right-
footed shot from the centre of 

the box to the top right corner 
to give a commanding 2-0 
lead to Morocco. Surprising-
ly, the European side had the 
bulk of the possession having 
67 percent of it as compared 
to Morocco who had just 33 
percent. The Belgium team 
had three shots on target 
while Morocco had four. 

 CLAIM LONG-AWAITED WC WIN
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IN YET ANOTHER SHOCKER,
MOROCCO STUN BELGIUM 2-0
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 BOOK ROUND OF 16 SPOT

KYLIAN MBAPPE NETS BRACE AS 
FRANCE DEFEAT DENMARK 

France on Saturday became 
the first team to qualify for 
the Round of 16 of the ongo-
ing FIFA World Cup 2022 as 
Kylian Mbappe’s brace fired 
them to a 2-1 victory against 
Denmark in Group D here at 
Stadium 974.

Both France and Denmark 
failed to get a breakthrough 
as the first half remained 
goalless in the Group D 
match. In the first half of the 
game, both teams failed to 
score and went ahead with-
out a goal in the second half. 
Mbappe netted the first of his 
two goals-like efforts when 
converting a cross from 
Theo Hernandez in 61 min-

utes. Despite falling behind, 
Denmark didn’t panic, and 
seven minutes later, Andreas 
Christensen headed in a cor-
ner from Christian Eriksen 
as the French stumbled de-
fensively, bringing the score 
equal.

Both teams had late-game 
opportunities to win it, but 
Mbappe produced the game-
winning moment, once more 
displaying his razor-sharp 
predatory abilities to head in 
an Antoine Griezmann cross 
with four minutes left.

France are all-but assured 
to finish as Group D winner, 
closing no six-goal swing 
with Australia in the final set 
of fixtures.

Denmark have to defeat 
second-placed Australia in 

their final group match on 
Wednesday to go through 
but would also need Tunisia 
not to win against France.

Talking about the first half 
of the match, the defending 
champions started aggres-
sively as Jesper Lindstrom 
won a free kick on the left 
wing in the third win of 
the match. Three minutes 
later Kylian Mbappe’s assist 
helped Adrien Rabiot take a 
header which was blocked.

In the 13th minute, Antoine 
Griezmann’s cross gave Ra-
phael Varane an opportunity 
but his header went from the 
centre of the box and missed 
goal post. In the 20th minute, 
Denmark’s Andreas Chris-
tensen was shown a yellow 
card for a bad foul.  
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Abdelhamid Sabiri and Zakaria Aboukhlal scored late goals for Morocco.

Robert Lewandowski.

 CLASSICO LATINO AT WC

GOALS BY MESSI-MERISING LIONEL & ENZO KEEP ARGENTINE HOPES ALIVE  
Lionel Messi’s superb long-
range strike and Enzo Fernan-
dez’s stunning goal guided Ar-
gentina to a dominating victory 
over Mexico 2-0 in the Group 
C game at the Lusail Stadium, 
keeping their FIFA World Cup 
dream alive.

It may not have been a memo-
rable performance, but Argen-
tina get the win they needed, 
beating Mexico 2-0 at the 
Lusail Stadium to keep their 
hopes of qualification alive. 
After their shocking 2-1 loss to 
Saudi Arabia, Argentina knew 
defeat would mean elimina-
tion. They laboured once more 
until Messi’s 65th-minute inter-
vention.

In a rough and tense match, 
the 35-year-old, who is likely 
playing in his final World Cup, 

scooped up Angel Di Maria’s 
pass outside the box and fired 
a crisp shot into the bottom cor-
ner to break the score.

Three minutes from time, 
Argentina secured the victory 
thanks to a ball from substi-
tute Enzo Fernandez, who cut 
inside and curled a beautiful 
goal past Guillermo Ochoa. 
Messi then switched roles and 
became the game’s provider.

The win, which seemed 
implausible at times during 
a game marred by continu-
ous fouls and lacking in qual-
ity, moves Argentina up to 
the second position in Group 
C, a point behind Poland,  
whom they will play in 
their final match as they  
attempt to secure a spot in the 
round of 16.

As for Mexico, they have to 
beat Saudi Arabia to have any 
hope of qualifying.

TODAY ANOTHER 
WORLD CUP STARTS FOR 
ARGENTINA: MESSI
Following his side’s win over 
Mexico in their do-or-die clash 
at the ongoing FIFA World Cup, 
Argentinian striker Lionel Messi 
said that “another World Cup 
starts” for his country. Messi said 
that Argentina’s win over Mexico 
keeps the nation’s knockout stage 
hopes alive.

Earlier, Lionel Messi’s superb 
long-range strike and Enzo Fer-
nandez’s stunning goal guided 
Argentina to a dominating victo-
ry over Mexico 2-0 in the Group 
C game at the Lusail Stadium, 
keeping their FIFA World Cup 
dream alive.

“Today another World Cup 
starts for Argentina,” Messi was 
quoted as saying by Sky Sports 
after the match.

“I tell people the same thing 
that they continue to believe. 

Today we did what we had to do. 
We had no other choice. We had 
to win so that we depended only 
on ourselves.”

“The first half we did not play 
as we should and in the second 
when we calmed down, we start-
ed to play the ball better and after 
the goal, we went back to being 
what we are,” concluded the star 
striker.

It may not have been a memora-
ble performance, but Argentina 
got the win they needed, beating 
Mexico 2-0 at the Lusail Stadium 
to keep their hopes of qualifica-
tion alive.

After their shocking 2-1 loss to 
Saudi Arabia, Argentina knew 
defeat would mean elimination. 
They laboured once more until 
Messi’s 65th-minute interven-
tion.

As for Mexico, they have to beat 
Saudi Arabia to have any hope of 
qualifying.
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The 24th ranked Japan were outsmarted by the sprited Costa Ricans.
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Lionel Messi breached through a tough Mexican defence in the second-half, scoring the opening goal for Argentina.


