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Police-protestors 
clash in China as 
agitation spreads

Centre sitting on names of HC 
judges approved by Collegium: SC 

‘Jethalal’ trends after Ruturaj 
slams seven sixes in an over

‘tough nut ’... AAftAB’s 
polygrAph to continue 

‘AAftAB gifted 
shrAddhA’s 
ring to new 
girlfriend’

Man kills father, chops him 
into bits; mother helps in 
grisly murder in Delhi

Ats nABs mAn 
over fAke info 
on Bid to kill pm 

Men with swords attack 
police van carrying Aaftab

RAHUL, KHARGE THROW THEIR WEIGHT BEHIND GEHLOT  

Hundreds of demonstrators 
and police clashed in Shang-
hai as protests over China’s 
severe Covid-19 restrictions 
continued into the third day 
and spread to several other 
cities. 

Angry crowds took to the 
streets of Shanghai in the 
early hours of Sunday morn-
ing, with protesters calling 
for an end to lockdowns, as 
China grapples with mount-
ing public unrest against its 
zero-Covid policy, reported 
Al Jazeera. 

The latest demonstrations 
have been unprecedented in 
mainland China since Presi-
dent Xi Jinping took power a 
decade ago. 

As numbers swelled at 
demonstrations in multiple 
major cities over the week-

end, so too have the range 
of grievances voiced - with 
some calling for greater de-
mocracy and freedom, re-
ported CNN. 

Hundreds of protesters 
have even called for the re-
moval of Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping, who for nearly three 
years has overseen a strategy 
of mass-testing, brute-force 
lockdowns, enforced quar-
antine and digital tracking 
that has come at a devastat-
ing human and economic 
cost. 

According to various me-
dia reports, Chinese police 
detained two people on 
Monday at a site in Shanghai 
where demonstrators gath-
ered over the weekend  to 
protest Covid-19 lockdowns. 

Police were also pulling 
people aside and ordering 
them to delete photos from

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day took serious exception 
to the Union Government 
noting that consideration 
of name of judges recom-
mended by the Collegium for 
appointments in the High 
Courts has been delayed by 
the Centre for months. 

A bench headed by Jus-
tice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
observed that most of the 
names recommended have 
crossed the 4-month limit 
and they have not received 
any information yet. The 

court also noted that some 
names are pending for the 
last one-and-a- half years. 

The Supreme Court re-
marked that it appears that 

the government is unhappy 
that the NJAC did not pass 
Constitutional muster and 
said that can be the reason 

One person was arrested by 
the Anti-Terror Squad (ATS) 
on Monday for spreading 
fake information on the PG 
(public grievance) portal that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will be assassinated 
during a rally at Jamnagar 
in poll-bound Gujarat. 
Addressing a press con-

ference on Monday, Deputy 
Superintendent of Police 
(DSP) ATS, S.L. Chaudhary, 
said, “Gujarat ATS received 
an input on PG Portal that a 

Two men with swords were 
detained for attacking the 
police van carrying Aaf-
tab Amin Poonawalla, the 
accused in the Shraddha 
Walkar murder case, out-
side the Forensic Science 
Laboratory (FSL) office in 
Delhi. 

The two men who at-
tacked the police van 
were carrying swords and 
claimed to be from ‘Hindu 
Sena’. Aaftab was being 

taken by the police after his 
polygraph tests were done 
for the day. At the time of 
incident outside the Foren-
sic Science Laboratory in 
Rohini, at least five police 
personnel were guarding 
Poonawala.

Both the attackers were 
detained. 

Hindu Sena chief Vishnu 
Gupta said that through 
police and media reports 
he has learnt that the people 
who attacked the police van 
carrying Aaftab Poonawala

Despite fireworks, it seems 
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge and former 
party boss Rahul Gandhi 
have dropped some indica-
tions ruling out any further 

problem for Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot. 
Sources said that both lead-
ers have also indicated that 
any attempt to destabilise 
the Gehlot government 
in Rajasthan will be dealt 
firmly. 

Addressing a press confer-

ence during the on-going 
“Bharat Jodo Yatra” in Mad-

hya Pradesh, Rahul Gandhi 
in reply to a query on the fall 
of the Congress government 
in MP said that those who 
left the Congress after re-
ceiving kickbacks cannot be 
trusted. This way, the Gan-

dhi scion suggested that the 
BJP formed the government 
allegedly through horse-
trading in MP. 

Analysts see Rahul’s re-
marks as a signal for Rajas-
than as well. To a question 
related to the controversy 

meAsles kills 
one-yeAr-old girl 
in mumBAi, toll 
reAches 14
MUMBAI: A one-year-old 
girl died in Mumbai on 
Monday after contracting 
measles, said a statement 
issued by the Brihanmum-
bai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC). According to 
sources, the bay girl had 
a ‘heart condition’. The mi-
nor’s death took the city’s 
official toll from the highly 
infectious disease to 14. 
According to the BMC, 78 
new patients with measles 
were admitted to hospitals 
on Monday. 

no evidence of 
‘dAtA leAk’:  
whAtsApp 
NEW DELHI: A spokesper-
son of instant messaging 
and voice-over-IP service 
WhatsApp on Monday said 
there is no evidence of a 

‘data leak’ from WhatsApp. 
Evidently, Mashable India, a 
digital media platform, has 
reported that according to 
a recent allegation from 
Cybernews, someone man-
aged to hack into WhatsApp 
and acquired the personal 
information of almost 500 
million users, which is now 
purportedly for sale. “The 
claim written on Cybernews 
is based on unsubstanti-
ated screenshots.’ 

niA court  
sentences 5 jem 
terrorists to  
life term
NEW DELHI: A Special Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) court on Monday 
sentenced life imprison-
ment to five terrorists of 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
for recruiting and training 
youth across the country 
for terror activities in India. 
Special Judge Shailender 
Malik on Monday sen-
tenced five named Sajjad 
Ahmed Khan, Bilal Ahmed 
Mir, Muzaffar Ahmed Bhat, 
Ishfaq Ahmed Bhat and 
Mehraj-ud-din Chopan 
to life imprisonment after 
they pleaded guilty in the 
case. The Court sentenced 
another convict Tanveer 
Ahmed Ganie to rigorous 
punishment for 5 years. 

Air force jAwAn 
shoots self with 
service rifle 
GWALIOR: An Air force 
jawan committed suicide 
by shooting himself with 
his service rifle at Maha-
rajpura Air force station in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Gwalior 
district, the police said on 
Monday. The air force jawan 
was identified as Jasvant 
Singh, a resident of Punjab. 
He was posted as a sentry 
(guard) at Maharajpura Air 
Force Station in the district. 
The incident came to light 
when another sentry went 
to resume his duty. He 
said he saw Jasvant lying 
lifeless on the stairs of the 
watchtower and informed 
higher officials.
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‘remove Xi’

centre vs court

unprecedented 

 

Unique feat 

Maharashtra opener Ruturaj Gaikwad becomes the first 
batter in the history of white-ball cricket to have struck seven 

consecutive sixes in an over during Maharashtra’s match 
against Uttar Pradesh, in Ahmedabad on Monday.  ANi

The Central govern-
ment on Monday told 
the Supreme Court 

that the right to freedom of 
religion does not include a 
fundamental right to convert 
other people to a particular 
religion. 

It is “cognizant of the gravi-
ty and the seriousness” of the 
issue, said the Centre in its af-
fidavit filed on a PIL claiming 
that fraudulent and deceit-
ful religious conversion is 
rampant across the country. 
“Such issue of conversion 
shall be taken up in all se-
riousness by the Union of 
India and appropriate steps 
shall be taken as the Central 
government is cognizant of 
the menace”, the Centre said 

in its affidavit. 
“The right to freedom of re-

ligion certainly does not in-
clude the right to convert an 
individual through fraud, de-
ception, coercion, allurement 
or other such means,” it said. 

The central government 
further said that nine States 
over the course of the years 
passed enactments seeking 
to curb this practice. Odisha, 
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, 
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Haryana are 
the States which already 
have legislation in place on 
conversion, the affidavit 
added. 

The affidavit stated that 
“such enactments are neces-
sary for protecting cherished 
rights of vulnerable sections 
of the society including wom-

en and economically and so-
cially backward classes.” 

The right to freedom of 
religion, and more impor-
tantly, the right to the con-
sciousness of all citizens of 
the country is an extremely 
cherished and valuable right 
which ought to be protected 
by the executive and the leg-
islature, it said. 

As the matter came up for 
hearing, a bench headed 

by Justice M.R. Shah said 
the issue of forced religious 
conversion is “very serious” 
and asked the Centre to file a 
detailed affidavit to make its 
stand clear. 

It asked the Centre to file 
an affidavit with instructions 
from the State governments. 
The bench has now posted 
the matter for hearing on 5 
December. 

Earlier, the top court had 

remarked that forced reli-
gious conversion is a “very 
serious issue” and may affect 
the “security of the country” 
along with the freedom of 
conscience of citizens as far 
as religion is concerned. 

It had said, “It is a very dan-
gerous thing. Everyone has 
freedom of religion. What is 
this forceful conversion?” 

The apex court was hear-
ing a plea filed by advocate 
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay 
claiming that fraudulent and 
deceitful religious conver-
sion is rampant across the 
country, and that the Cen-
tral government has failed 
to control its menace. The 
plea sought directions to the 
Law Commission of India to 
prepare a report and a Bill to 
control “deceitful religious 
conversion”.

freedom of religion not eQuAl  
to right to convert: centre to sc

cleAr stAnd

 The Centre, in an affidavit to apex court, strongly insists on a stringent anti-conversion act 
AshIsh sINhA 
NEW DELHI

shrAddhA 
murder cAse

Another polygraph test of Aaftab Poon-
awalla, was conducted on Monday at the 
Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) in Rohini. 
However, sources said that the killer Aaftab 
is a tough nut to crack and playing enough 
mindgame with the police. 

 It appears the government is unhappy (with 
the judges’ list)

 Holding the names for a long time frustrates 
the system

 SC to Centre: Follow the law of the land 
 Timelines for consideration of judges’ names 

have to be adhered to
 The Union Law Minister’s (Kiren Rijiju’s) 

recent comment on Collegium should have 
been avoided

The sC observATIoNs

The Delhi Police on 
Monday recovered some 
weapons which were 
used to chop Shraddha’s 
body. The cops have also 
recovered a ring belong-
ing to Shraddha which 
Aaftab had gifted it to 
his new female friend, 

In a chilling resemblance to the 
Shraddha Walkar murder case, Delhi 
Police on Monday arrested a woman 
and her son allegedly for killing her 
husband and chopping him into 
pieces and then storing the bits in a 
refrigerator. 

Police said that the man killed his 
father with the help of his mother, 

chopped his body into pieces and 
kept them in the refrigerator. The in-
cident took place at Trilokpuri in the 
national capital.

The accused have been identified 
as Poonam and Deepak while the 
deceased as Anjan Das, who mar-
ried Poonam in 2017 after her ex-
husband died in 2016. 

They chopped the body into 10 
pieces after killing the man and these 

Social media users on Mon-
day, started trending ‘Jetha-
lal’ after Indian cricketer 
Ruturaj Gaikwad slammed 

seven sixes in an over in the 
Vijay Hazare Trophy match. 

In the 49th over of the 
match bowled by Shiva 
Singh, Gaikwad went bal-
listic and smashed him for 
6,6,6+No Ball,6,6,6,6. This is 

a total of 43 runs. Gaikwad 
finished with the score un-
beaten 220* in 159 balls, with 
10 fours and 16 sixes. 

After his excellent knock, 
fans started showering 

 Forced religious conversion is very serious

 Conversion issue should be taken up with all 
seriousness

 Anti-conversion act necessary for protecting 
vulnerable sections

 Right to freedom of religion does not include 
the right to convert through fraud, allurement 
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On Monday, former Guja-
rat Minister Jay Narayan 
Vyas joined the Congress 
at their party office in 
Ahmedabad.

Vyas’ son, Sameer Vyas, 
also joined the Mallikar-
jun Kharge-led Congress 
in Ahmedabad.

While the father-son 
duo switched from BJP to 
Congress, they were felici-
tated by party president 
Mallikarjun Kharge and 
Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot.

Vyas quit the BJP on 5 
November, citing personal 
reasons. He also said in a 
conversation with ANI on 
the day of his quitting the 
party that for some time, 
especially in Patan district, 
people sitting in the or-

ganisation are desirous of 
fighting elections and are 
indulging in factionalism. 
“They are targeting lead-
ers one by one in order to 
remove and replace them,” 
he added.

Vyas had said previously 
that he would contest the 
election from Sidhpur but 
did not want to fight as an 
“independent candidate.”

“I will fight the election 
from Sidhpur but don’t 
want to fight it as an in-

dependent candidate. If 
there is no other option 
left, then I might fight an 
independent candidate; 
otherwise, I will form an 
alliance with any party I 
like,” he said further.

The BJP, which is seeking 
its seventh term in office in 
Gujarat, has denied tickets 
to 42 sitting MLAs.

The  party  a lso  an-
nounced its large first 
batch of 160 candidates, 
which included the dis-

missal of 38 sitting MLAs. 
Later, the ruling party also 
announced three more 
lists of candidates for the 
remaining As-
sembly seats.

Several party 
bigwigs,  in-
cluding former 
Chief Minister 
Vijay Rupani, 
former deputy 
Chief Minis-
ter Nitin Patel, 
and party chief 
Patil, had expressed the 
desire not to contest the 
upcoming elections.

In the 2017 Gujarat polls, 
the BJP’s tally halted at 99 
seats out of a total of 182 
seats. The party has been 
in power for the last 27 
years, with Narendra Modi 
being the longest-serving 
chief minister of the state.

Delhi Chief Minister and 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
national convenor Arvind 
Kejriwal claimed on Monday 
that the party’s chief minis-
terial face Isudan Gadhvi, 
state unit chief Gopal Italia, 
and leader Alpesh Kathiria 
were on course to win their 
seats by huge margins in the 
upcoming assembly elec-
tions.

The Delhi CM also gave 
in writing his predictions 
of Gadhvi, Italia, and Surat 
leader Kathiria winning 
their seats by handsome 
margins. Addressing a press 

conference at Surat, consid-
ered a hub for traders, in 
poll-bound Gujarat, on 
Monday, the AAP supremo 
said, “Yesterday, we had a 
meeting with textile busi-
nessmen. Today, we will be 
holding a meeting with dia-
mond traders in Surat.”

“A common grumble that 
came out during the meet-
ing is that businessmen (in 
Surat) are being threatened, 
abused, and treated badly. 
I want to assure them that 
if we come to power, they 
will be able to do their busi-
nesses without fear and will 
also get the respect that they 
deserve,” the Delhi CM said.

Isudan Gadhvi, Gopal Italia 
and Alpesh Kathiria will 
win big, predicts Kejriwal

KHARGE SAYS BJP LEADERS GIVING PROVOCATIVE 
SPEECHES IN POLL-BOUND GUJARAT

92 CANDIDATES WITH SERIOUS CRIMINAL CASES 
CONTESTING IN GUJARAT ELECTIONS PHASE II

Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Monday 
accused the senior leaders 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) of giving provoca-

tive speeches in 
the poll-bound 
state and thereby 
misleading the 
people.

Speaking at a 
joint press con-
f e r e n c e  w i t h 
Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok 
Gehlot, Kharge 

said, “This election has be-
come important because the 
BJP is doing false campaign-
ing against the Congress and 
against Congress leaders. 
This election is the election of 
the people of Gujarat. “Today 
I got to know that in these 
polls, people in the state are 
taking decisions in favour of 
the Congress, and the BJP 
knows this, which is why the 

party’s national leaders are 
roaming in different wards. 
Even after 27 years of their 
rule, Prime Minister, Home 
Minister, and 5 chief min-
isters are coming here and 
giving provocative speeches 
while misleading the people. 
There must be fear behind 
that,” the Congress leader 
said.

“Instead of bringing change 
to the state, they (BJP) 
changed the CM, and three 
CMs were changed in six 
years. That means they (BJP 
government) haven’t done 

any work in the state,” he 
said. The assembly elections 
in Gujarat are scheduled to 
be held in two phases on 1 
December and 5 December 
, whose results will be de-
clared on 8 December. In the 
2017 Gujarat elections, the 
BJP won 99 seats out of a to-
tal of 182. The party has been 
in power for the last 27 years.

This time, the party under 
the leadership of PM Modi, 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
and CR Patil is aiming to get 
its highest seat tally yet, ex-
ceeding 140.

The Gujarat Election 
Watch and Associa-
tion for Democratic 

Reforms (ADR) have anal-
ysed the affidavits of all 833 
candidates who are contest-
ing in the Gujarat Assembly 
Elections Phase II in the fol-
lowing 93 constituencies.

Criminal Background
Out of 833 candidates 

analysed, 163 (20%) candi-
dates have declared criminal 
cases against themselves. In 
the 2017 Gujarat Assembly 
Elections Phase II, out of 822 
candidates analysed, 101 (or 
12%) had declared criminal 
cases against themselves.

92 (11%) have declared se-
rious criminal cases against 
themselves. In the 2017 Gu-
jarat Assembly Elections 
Phase II, 64 (8%) candidates 
had declared serious crimi-
nal cases against themselves.

Among the major parties, 
29 (32% of the total) out of 
90 INC candidates, 29 (31% 
of the total) out of 93 AAP 
candidates, 18 (19%) out of 93 
BJP candidates, and 4 (33% 
of the total) out of 12 Bhar-
tiya Tribal Party candidates 
have declared criminal cases 
against themselves in their 
affidavits.

Among the major parties, 
10 (11%) out of 90 candidates 
analysed from INC, 17 (18%) 
out of 93 candidates analysed 
from AAP, 14 (15%) out of 93 
candidates analysed from 
BJP, and 1 (8%) out of 12 
candidates analysed from 

Bhartiya Tribal Party have 
declared serious criminal 
cases against themselves in 
their affidavits.

Nine candidates have de-
clared cases related to crime 
against women. Out of 9 can-
didates, 1 has declared a case 
related to rape (IPC Section 
376).

Two candidates have de-
clared cases related to mur-
der (IPC Section 302) against 
themselves. Eight candidates 
have declared cases related to 
Attempt to murder (IPC Sec-
tion 307) against themselves.

19 (or 20%) out of 93 con-
stituencies are Red Alert 
constituencies. Red alert 
constituencies are those 
where three or more con-
testing candidates have de-
clared criminal cases against 
themselves. 

The directions of the Su-
preme Court have had no 
effect on the political par-
ties' selection of candidates 
in Phase II of the Gujarat 
Assembly Elections, as they 
have again followed their old 
practise of giving tickets to 
around 20% of candidates 
with criminal cases. All of 
the major parties running 
in Gujarat's phase II elec-
tions have given tickets to 
19% to 33% of the candidates 
who have declared criminal 
charges against themselves. 
In in its directions dated 
13th February, 2020, the 
Supreme Court specifically 
instructed political parties to 
give reasons for such selec-
tion and explain why other 

individuals without criminal 
antecedents could not be se-
lected as candidates. As per 
these mandatory guidelines, 
the reasons for such selec-
tion have to be with refer-
ence to the qualifications, 
achievements, and merit of 
the candidate concerned. 

During the recent six state 
assembly elections held in 
2022, it was observed that 
political parties gave un-
founded and baseless rea-
sons like the popularity of 
the person, does good social 
work, cases are politically 
motivated, etc. These are not 

sound and cogent reasons 
for fielding candidates with 
tainted backgrounds. This 
data clearly shows that po-
litical parties have no inter-
est in reforming the electoral 
system, and our democracy 
will continue to suffer at 
the hands of lawbreakers 

who become lawmakers. 
Out of the 833 candidates, 
245 (29%) are crorepatis. In 
the 2017 Gujarat Assembly 
Elections Phase II, out of 
822 candidates, 199 (24%) 
were crorepatis. The role of 
money power in our elec-
tions is evident from the fact 

that all major political parties 
give tickets to wealthy can-
didates. Among the major 
parties, 77 (86%) out of 90 
candidates analysed from 
INC, 75 (81%) out of 93 can-
didates analysed from BJP, 
and 35 (38%) out of 93 can-
didates analysed from AAP 
have declared assets valued 
at more than Rs 1 crore.

The average of assets per 
candidate contesting in the 
Gujarat Assembly Elec-
tions 2022 Phase II is Rs 
4.25 crore. In 2017 Gujarat 
Assembly Elections Phase II, 
the average assets per candi-
date for 822 candidates were 
Rs 2.39 crore.

Among major parties, the 
average assets per candidate 
for 93 BJP candidates ana-
lysed is Rs. 19.58 crore, 90 
INC candidates analysed is 
Rs 7.61 crore, 93 AAP candi-
dates have average assets of 
Rs 5.28 crore and 12 Bhartiya 
Tribal Party candidates have 
average assets worth Rs 19.69 
lakh. 

The top 3 candidates with 
highest declared assets, con-
testing in the Gujarat Assem-
bly Elections Phase II are 
BJP candidate Jayantibhai 
Somabhai Patel contesting 
from Mansa with total as-
sets worth Rs 661 crore, BJP 
candidate Balvantsinh Chan-
dansinh Rajput contesting 
from Sidhpur with total as-
sets worth Rs 372 crore and 
AAP candidate Ajitsinh Par-
sottamdas Thakor contesting 
from Dabhoi with total assets 
worth Rs 343 crore. 

MAINPURI ELECTION HEATS UP AS CM YOGI SET TO ENTER CAMPAIGN

The heat quotient of the high-
stakes Mainpuri elections 
is going to go up further as 
UP Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath enters the campaign 
with his first public meeting 
in Mainpuri scheduled to take 
place on 28 November.

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has already unleashed 
its army of MLAs and min-
isters to fight the Samajwadi 
Party in its traditional bas-
tion. CM Yogi will address 
a public meeting at Karhal’s 
Narsingh Yadav Inter Col-
lege.It is expected that Yogi 
Adityanath will try to influ-
ence the minds of the people 
of Mainpuri continuously 
until 3 December. The ten-

sion of Akhilesh Yadav, who 
is facing political heat in the 
Mainpuri by-election, is going 
to increase after the arrival of 
Yogi. In fact, CM Yogi Aditya-
nath is holding his first public 
meeting from Akhilesh Ya-

dav’s constituency.In such 
a situation, the SP president 
will have to put more em-
phasis on Karhal, which is 

considered an SP stronghold.
Earlier, Uttar Pradesh 

Deputy Chief Minister Ke-
shav Prasad Maurya held 
two meetings in Mainpuri. 
Deputy CM Brijesh Pathak 
has been holding meetings in 
Mainpuri for two consecutive 
days to turn voter moods in 
the BJP’s favor. Aside from 

that, Party President Chaud-
hary Bhupendra Singh and 
General Secretary Organi-
zation Dharampal Singh are 
doing everything they can to 
sway the workers.

The Lok Sabha by-election 
in Mainpuri is a high-profile 
one. The seat is witnessing a 
main contest between BJP 

candidate and former MP 
Raghuraj Singh Shakya and 
Dimple Yadav, the wife of 
Samajwadi Party president 
Akhilesh Yadav. Earlier, this 
by-election was considered 
easy for Dimple Yadav.

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
has changed all the pre-poll 
predictions by fielding vet-
eran leader Raghuraj Singh 
Shakya here.

At present, both parties 
are putting their full force 
into the campaign. The late 
Mulayam Singh Yadav was 
a continuous MP from here. 
However, in the last Lok 
Sabha elections, Mulayam’s 
victory margin was very low. 
Since then, it was believed 
that after Mulayam, Mainpuri 
would not be easy for the SP.
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ON THE RADAR

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

CONGRESS 
STRATEGY FOR 
WINTER SESSION
Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge will 
chair a party meet-
ing on 4 December 
regarding the formula-
tion of the strategy for 
the upcoming Winter 
Session of Parliament 
and to finalise the dates 
for its Plenary Session 
and organizational is-
sues. The meeting will 
be organised in Delhi 
at the party’s head-
quarters. The Winter 
Session of Parliament 
will commence on 7 
December and end on 
29December. Mean-
while, Rahul Gandhi is 
set to skip the winter 
session of Parliament 
due to the Bhart Jodo 
Yatra, and Sonia Gandhi 
does not seem to be 
getting involved in day-
to-day floor manage-
ment. While Congress 
president Mallikarjun 
Kharge will continue 
as the leader of the 
opposition in the Rajya 
Sabha in the upcoming 
winter session How-
ever, P Chidambaram 
and Digvijaya Singh are 
in the race to succeed 
Kharge as the LoP.

SIDDHARAMAIAH 
IN A PICKLE
Former Karnataka CM, 
PC Siddharamaiah, has 
the challenge of picking 
a seat since he lost 
one and won the other 
in the 2018 assembly 
elections. Siddaramaiah 
has decided not to run 
from Badami, but he 
has not yet identified 
a safe seat. Siddara-
maiah, who has always 
contested from either 
Chamundeshwari or 
Varuna in Mysuru dis-
trict in the past, aspires 
to relocate to a seat in 
the Old Mysuru region 
this time. In the 2018 
assembly election, he 
chose to run from the 
Chamundeshwari and 
Badami seats rather 
than his safe Varuna 
seat in favour of his son, 
Dr Yathindra. Despite 
being the Chief Minister 
at the time, he lost in 
Chamundeshwari but 
won by a slim margin 
in Badami against 
the BJP’s formidable 
scheduled tribe leader 
B Sriramulu.

WINTER SESSION 
OF PARLIAMENT
The Winter Session of 
Parliament will com-
mence from 7 Decem-
ber until 29 December, 
with the BJP-led 
government and the 
Congress-led opposi-
tion all set to lock horns 
again on a diverse range 
of issues, including 
price rises and unem-
ployment. Congress is 
likely to raise the issue 
of the Supreme Court’s 
release of six convicts 
in the Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination case. 
Several parties are also 
prepared to raise the 
concern that governors 
are creating trouble for 
opposition-ruled states. 
The CPI (M), DMK, and 
TRS have all publicly 
addressed the issue.

Former BJP Minister Jay Narayan 
Vyas joins Congress with his son

Congress president Kharge with Jay Narayan Vyas.
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Delhi Police arrested the 
driver of the luxury car that 
ran over a cyclist in the Ma-
hipalpur area of the national 
capital on Sunday.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Sunil (40), a resident 
of the city’s Punjabi Bagh.

The police’s probe revealed 
that the car, with a Delhi Can-
tonment Board sticker on its 
windshield and a VIP plate, 
was secondhand. However, 
Sunil denied the allegations 
and refused to be on site dur-
ing the accident.

Earlier on Sunday, Shub-
hendu Chatterjee died after 

being hit by a high-end car 
in the Mahipalpur area of the 
national capital.

The deceased’s friend Sarika 
told the press that Shubhendu 
used to cycle with a group, but 
when the incident happened, 
he was cycling alone.

“We are very scared, after 

hearing about the incident. 
The roads of Delhi are not 
safe for cyclists. Shubhendu 
is survived by his wife and 
21-year-old daughter, now 
who will take care of them,” 
she said, adding that a strict 
punishment should be given 
to the accused.
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Delhi Police on Monday said 
it had arrested three active 
members of two interstate 
firearm syndicates and recov-
ered several weapons from 
their possession.

Addressing a press con-
ference on Monday, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
Pramod Kushwaha said two 
of the arrested persons hail 
from Madhya Pradesh while 

the third is a native of Rajas-
than. “Two interstate gangs 
were busted, and 22 pistols 
and five magazines were re-
covered from them. Three ac-
cused persons were arrested 
in connection with this case. 
Two of them hail from MP 
and the other arrested person 
is from Rajasthan,” the DCP 
said, adding that the sources 
from whom the accused 
persons received the seized 
weapons have been identified 
and are being tracked.

Police busts arms 
syndicates, 3 held
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

in uttar Pradesh in the caPital

Urging people in Uttar 
Pradesh to collectively pledge 
to end malpractices like child 
marriage and dowry, Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath, on 
Monday that by becoming a 
part of mass marriages, every 
person should contribute to-
wards curbing social evils 
existing in society.

The Yogi government in the 
state, continuing its thrust on 
pro-women, pro-rural, and 
pro-poor initiatives, organ-

ised another ‘mass marriage’ 
(Samoohik Vivah) in Gora-
khpur, under the “Mukhya-
mantri Samoohik Vivah 
Yojana.” The chief minister, 
while extending his best 
wishes and blessings to over 
1,000 couples who tied the 
knot during the event, said, 
“The mass marriage scheme 
implemented in 2017 was to 
ensure that daughters from 
financially weaker sections 
are married in a respect-
able manner. Under this, an 
amount of Rs 31,000 was 
first fixed for the marriage 

of each couple and then it 
was increased to Rs 51,000. 
So far, about two lakh mar-
riages have been successfully 
conducted.”

CM Yogi went on to say 
that the double-engine 
government, led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
is working with dedication 
and honesty to benefit all 
sections of society without 
discrimination.”The mantra 
of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
given by PM Modi in 2014, is 
visible in the state today,” he 
said.

successfully conducted 2 lakh marriages 
in uP under samoohik ViVah scheme: cm
TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW

Amid the ongoing resistance from the Gurjar Aarakshan 
Sangharsh Samiti for the Bharat Jodo Yatra to enter the 
Congress-ruled state of Rajasthan, the party extended an in-
vitation to hold talks with the Gurjar Aarakshan Sangharsh 
Samiti today.

Bharat Jodo Yatra, led by Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, 
will enter Rajasthan on 3 December. 

Three ministers of the Ashok Gehlot led government in 
the state will hold talks on behalf of the government, while 
many Gurjar public representatives, including Vijay Bainsla 
of Sangharsh Samiti, will be present.

The three ministers include Dr. BD Kalla, Rajasthan’s Min-
ister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports Ashok Chandna, 
and Rajasthan Minister Rajendra Yadav.

Earlier on November 13, the son of late Gurjar leader Kirori 
Singh Bainsla and Gurjar Arakshan Sangharsh Samithi pres-

ident Vijay Bainsla called for opposing the Rahul Gandhi-led 
Bharat Jodo Yatra in the Congress-ruled state of Rajasthan.

Angry at the Ashok Gehlot-led government in Rajast-
han, for not implementing the remaining demands of the 
Gurjar reservation agreement, Gurjar leader Vijay Bainsla 
warned against the Congress Party taking out the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra.

On his way to Jhunjhunu, while offering his prayers in the 
Bhairon Temple in Ringas, Sikar, Bainsla spoke to reporters 
and expressed his dissatisfaction with the Rajasthan govern-
ment.

Saying that the state government has not implemented the 
Gujjar reservation agreement, Vijay Bainsla added that it has 
been four years since the government was formed. We are 
sitting peacefully until our patience runs out.

Meanwhile, Congress MP Rahul Gandhi, along with party 
leaders and workers, resumed the Bharat Jodo Yatra from 
Mhow town in Madhya Pradesh.

Rahul Gandhi was also seen riding a motorcycle during the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra in Mhow.

The Supreme Court on 
Monday stayed the 
Andhra Pradesh High 

Court’s March 3 order direct-
ing the construction and de-
velopment of Amaravati, the 
state’s capital city and region, 
within six months.

A bench of Justices KM 
Joseph and BV Nagarathna 
also issued notice to the Cen-
ter and others on the plea 
filed by the Andhra Pradesh 
government challenging the 
High Court order that had 
declared Amaravati as the 
only capital of the state. The 
apex court, while posting the 

matter for hearing on Janu-
ary 31, 2023, said, “We are in-
clined to examine this issue. 
Issue notice. Till next date of 
hearing, there will be a stay 
of direction...”

Hearing the case, the bench 
observed that “courts cannot 
become town planners and 
chief engineers.”

The top court, while refer-
ring to the March 3 order, 
asked, “Is there no separa-
tion of powers in the state of 
Andhra Pradesh? How can 
the High Court begin acting 
as an executive?”

The YS Jagan Mohan Red-
dy-led government had de-
cided to make three capitals 
in different cities of the state 

in order to ensure develop-
ment in all parts of the state.

Challenging the March 3 
order of the High Court, the 
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment approached the top 
court, saying the issue had 
become infructuous since 
the impugned legislation had 
been repealed.

The appeal stated that, 
under the federal structure 
of the Constitution, every 
state has an inherent right to 
determine where it should 
carry out its capital functions 
from.

“To hold that a state does 
not have the power to de-
cide on its capital is violative 
of the basic structure of the 

Constitution,” the appeal has 
added.

The judgement of the High 
Court is violative of the doc-
trine of “separation of pow-
ers” since it preempts the 
legislature from taking up 
the issue, it added.

The High Court, in its order 
on March 3, had directed that 
the state government should 
construct and develop Ama-
ravati, the capital city and 
region, within six months.

The High Court had ruled 
that the state legislature 
“lacked competence” to make 
any legislation for shifting, 
bifurcating, or trifurcating 
the capital.

It had held that the state 

government and the Andhra 
Pradesh Capital Region De-
velopment Authority violat-
ed the fundamental rights of 
the petitioners (farmers who 
parted with their land) and 
directed that the state con-
struct and develop Amara-
vati capital city and the capi-
tal region within six months.

The High Court verdict 
had come on a batch of 63 
petitions filed by aggrieved 
farmers of the Amaravati 
region against the Jagan re-
gime’s decision to make Vi-
sakhapatnam the executive 
capital, Kurnool the judicial 
capital, and confine Amara-
vati as the legislative capital 
of Andhra Pradesh.

in andhra Pradesh

sc stays hc order to comPlete 
construction of caPital amaraVati 
ASHISH SINHA
NEW DELHI

Former Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister and Peoples 
Democratic Party chief Meh-
booba Mufti has been served 
a notice to vacate the govern-
ment quarter she is occupying 
in south Kashmir’s Anantnag 
District by the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration, of-
ficials said.

On Saturday, the former 
CM was served with a notice 
to vacate quarter number 7 
at Housing Colony Khanabal 
within 24 hours. “You are 
asked to evict the quarter 
under reference within 24 
hours, failing which action 
warranted under law shall 
be taken against you,” read 

the notice by Deputy Com-
missioner Anantnag. Earlier 
on October 20, former Jammu 
and Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter and Peoples Democratic 
Party chief Mehbooba Mufti 
had confirmed that she has 
been served a notice to vacate 
her Fairview residence, her 
official government accom-
modation in Srinagar.

According to the sources, 
Mufti has been offered an al-
ternate bungalow in Srinagar.

Soon after the state was 
converted into a Union Ter-
ritory in 2019, all former J-K 
chief ministers’ guaranteed 
life-term perks were also 
withdrawn.

notice

PdP chief mufti asked 
to Vacate goVt quarter

PDP Chief Mehbooba Mufti

bharat jodo yatra

Congress invites 
Gurjar Community 
representatives for talk

inVestigation

Police arrest driver who 
ran car over cyclist

twitter row

This tweet was appreciated 
by many: ADG UP Police 

The Uttar Pradesh Police 
has a history of reacting to 
the latest trends and raising 
awareness through social 
media posts, and their recent 
tweet, which was a reply to 
Twitter CEO Elon Musk, has 
been widely appreciated by 
the public.

Prashant Kumar, Addition-
al Director General, Law and 
Order, UP Police, has shared 
that their reply to Elon 
Musk’s earlier tweet asking 
whether his tweets count 
as work has been widely 
appreciated by the public. 
Since taking over Twitter, 
Musk has always been in the 
news, and recently he asked 
on Twitter, “Wait, if I tweet, 
does that count as work?”

The tweet garnered UP Po-
lice’s attention, and they gave 
a witty reply in Musk’s own 
style, “Wait, if @uppolice 

solves your problems over 
a Tweet, does that count as 
work?” the police depart-
ment wrote.

After posing the question, 
the UP Police, in a separate 
tweet, wrote, “Yes, it does!” 
while tagging Elon Musk.

The post gained a lot of 
attention on the platform 
and instantly went viral 
with several impressions 

and retweets. Speaking 
about this to the press, ADG 
Prashant Kumar said, “Elon 
Musk had tweeted that if I 
tweet, then does it count as 
work? We replied to this in 
our own style, saying that the 
Uttar Pradesh police solve 
problems that are shared 
via Twitter, and asked our 
social media followers, Does 
this count as work.”

top of the day

delhi air 
continued to 
languor in ‘Very 
Poor’ category 
NEW DELHI: The overall 
Air Quality Index (AQI) in 
the national capital contin-
ued to languor in the ‘Very 
poor’ category with an AQI 
of 317, as per the System 
of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research 
(SAFAR). Monday morning, 
the AQI was 348 (very poor) 
at the Delhi University 
area, whereas the air qual-
ity at the IIT Delhi was 
under ‘poor’ at 273. Delhi 
Airport Terminal fared 
no better with an AQI of 
323 (very poor). Similarly, 
Noida too breathed into 
the ‘poor category’ with 
AQI at 372. Meanwhile, Gu-
rugram was better placed 
in the ‘poor category’ with 
an AQI of 276. 

dri recoVers 
heroin worth  
rs 40 cr at 
mumbai airPort
MUMBAI: The Directorate 
of Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) has recovered 8 kg of 
heroin worth Rs 40 crores 
in the international market 
at Mumbai airport and 
has arrested two foreign 
nationals. According to 
DRI Customs, at Mumbai 
Airport on Sunday, DRI 
officials took in custody 
two foreign nationals with 
drugs worth Rs 40 crores. 
The team had received 
intelligence that two 
passengers were about to 
come to Mumbai to smug-
gle drugs, after which the 
officers laid a trap and in-
terrogated the accused by 
taking them into custody. 
After which the officers 
checked their luggage and 
found two packets of white 
powder each weighing 4 
kg which was later found 
to be heroin.

25 indian 
fishermen 
arrested by  
sri lanka
TAMIL NADU: 25 fisher-
men from Tamil Nadu 
were been arrested by 
Sri Lankan navy today 
afternoon for crossing the 
borders during the fishing. 
These fishermen hail from 
Pudukottai district of Tamil 
Nadu. 5 boats were also 
been seized by Sri lankan 
navy.

Police busts 
aguh terror 
module in 
soPore
SOPORE: In a major 
break-through against 
terrorist’s infrastructure 
in Kashmir Valley, Sopore 
Police along with 22 RR 
busted AGuH module by 
arresting AGuH Handler of 
North Kashmir, 4 OGWs 
cum terrorist associates 
in Sopore. Incriminating 
materials, huge cache of 
arms and ammunition 
have been recovered from 
their possession, thereby 
giving a huge setback to 
the organisation opera-
tives and thus averting a 
major tragedy. Besides, 
arms & ammunition was 
recovered in Awantipora.  
Upon an information by 
sister agency regard-
ing movement of main 
terrorist handler, Sopore 
Police alongwith 22RR 
established an MVCP grid 
in Sopore. During MVCP 
02 individuals identified 
as Mushtaq Ahmed Bhat 
(Main Handler) of Chana-
pora, Srinagar and Ishfaq 
Shah were arrested. 
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NEW DELHI: Minister of Civil Aviation (MoCA) Jyotirad-
itya Scindia on Monday, in an apparent swipe at Rahul 
Gandhi, drew a parallel between Congress’ 150-day long 
march and the air and rail connectivity of the northeast 
with the rest of the country, calling the latter “real Bharat 
Jodo.”
“The real “Bharat Jodo” is air and rail connectivity with 
the North Eastern (NE) region and all the states,” Scindia 
told the press, without naming Rahul Gandhi or the 
Congress party. The minister’s remarks came on the eve 
of the launch of air connectivity between the North East 
Region’s Hollongi (Itanagar) airport and the metropolitan 
cities of Mumbai and Kolkata.
Bharat Jodo Yatra is a 150-day-long march launched by 
Rahul Gandhi. The yatra is currently in Madhya Pradesh.
Itanagar Airport, also known as Hollongi Airport and offi-
cially named as Donyi Polo Airport, is a Greenfield airport 
that serves Itanagar, the capital of Arunachal Pradesh.
Civil Aviation Minister Scindia launched IndiGo flight op-
erations from New Delhi on Monday, connecting Itanagar 
to Mumbai via Kolkata.

connectiVity with northeast region 
is real ‘bharat jodo’: scindia
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in the courts
DElHI HC DIRECTS pARTIES TO fIlE 
AffIDAvIT IN JASmINE SHAH CASE

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High court on Monday directed 
the parties to file an affidavit on the plea moved by 
Jasmine Shah. Shah has challenged the recommenda-
tions of Lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena to Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal to remove him from the post of 
Vice Chairperson of the Dialogue and Development Com-
mission and restrict him from discharging functions.
Meanwhile, the court has refused to grant any interim in 
favour of Jasmine Shah. Justice Prathiba M. Singh asked 
the parties to file their affidavits in the matter. The court 
has listed the plea for hearing on 13  December. The court 
said the case can't be decided without a counter affidavit 
on record. Additional Solicitor General (ASG) Sanjay Jain 
in instructions submitted that Deputy CM Manish Sisodia 
has sent a file with noting to Lieutenant Governor. 

SATARA AuTHORITy TEllS SC TOmb 
Of AfzAl KHAN HAS NOT bEEN 
TOuCHED DuRING DEmOlITION
NEW DELHI: The authority concerned with Satara on Mon-
day apprised the court that they have not touched the tomb 
of Afzal Khan while demolishing the alleged encroach-
ments around the graveyard in the forest land.
In pursuance of the order dated 11 November 2022, district 
collector, Satara filed an affidavit with the photographs 
before and after demolition. A bench headed by Justice DY 
Chandrachud noted the affidavit filed by the district collec-
tor, Satara wherein it was stated that the authorities have 
not touched the tomb of Afzal Khan while following the de-
molition of alleged encroachments around the graveyard.
Senior Advocate NK Kaul, appearing for the respondent, 
apprised the court that the authority has demolished 
dharamshalas, which was part of alleged encroachments. 

A south Delhi school on 
Monday received a bomb 
threat via email.

According to Delhi Police, 
an email was received on the 
official email ID of Indian 
Public School, Sadiq Nagar, 
BRT Road, at 1:19 p.m. in the 
jurisdiction of Defence Colo-
ny police station that a bomb 
is on the premises of the 
school. The school authori-
ties immediately informed 
the local police. Soon after, 
Delhi Police personnel, the 
bomb disposal squad, and 
the dog squad rushed to the 
spot. The school was evacu-
ated, and a thorough search 
was done. But no bomb has 
been found.

Meanwhile, the cyber 
team of the Delhi Police is 
verifying the email. "Local 
police were informed which 
reacted promptly. Bomb 
disposal squad, dog squad 
along with the staff of De-
fence Colony police station 
reached the spot. The school 
was evacuated & a thorough 
search was carried out but 
no bombs were found. The 
email is also being verified 
by cyber team," said police.

delhi school 
receiVes 
bomb threat 
Via email
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
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Terming Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann led 
Punjab government the government of com-
mon people and farmers, Punjab’s agriculture 
and farmers Welfare Minister Kuldeep Singh 
Dhaliwal on Sunday said the state government 
has been taking all decisions in the public in-
terest and will continue to do so in the future.

The Punjab Government won’t let any 
farmer suffer losses, read a statement from 
Information and Public Relations Depart-
ment, Punjab. Dhaliwal has issued orders 
to withdraw the red entries ordered by the 
central government to the farmers of the 
state for stubble burning and a notifica-
tion has been issued in this regard. He said 
that the orders to make red entry against 
Khasra Number of revenue record issued 
by the central institution National Green 
of the land concerned Tribunal (NGT) in its 

letter issued on October 4, 2022, have been 
withdrawn. Instructions have been issued, 
he said. Dhaliwal said that the red entry in 
the land record is not in the interest of the 
farmers of the state. He said that due to the 
red entry, the farmers would have been de-
prived of taking loans, government facilities 
and subsidies etc.

The Agriculture Minister emphasized the 
need for farmers to adopt alternative meth-
ods for stubble management and this is the 
need of the hour that farmers support the 
government in making the state pollution 
free. He said that environmental pollution 
is a major global problem in today’s era and 
this is high-time we take steps in this regard.

The Cabinet Minister said that the Indian 
Agricultural Research Institute has devel-
oped a radical solution for stubble. 

MINISTER EMPHASISES ON ALTERNATIVE 
METHODS FOR STUBBLE MANAGEMENT

WELFARE STATE

Haryana Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal at the 25th 
National Conference on e-
governance organised in 
Jammu and Kashmir signed 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) in the IT 
sector with the government 
of Jammu & Kashmir  Lieu-
tenant Governor of Jammu 
and Kashmir Manoj Sinha 
was also present on the oc-
casion.

Addressing the gathering, 
Manohar Lal said that he is 
happy to witness a changing 
Jammu and Kashmir today. 
Recalling his deep con-
nection with  Jammu and 
Kashmir, he said that he is 
no stranger to this region; 

as he had an old association 
with it and did many works 
related to the organisation 
here. “Today’s era is of in-
formation technology (IT) 
and with its use; we are try-
ing to bring e-governance 
by changing the system,” 
he added.

Technology, best tool 
to provide government 
schemes to general public

 Manohar Lal said that 
e-governance means effi-
ciency governance in which 
the needy should get the 
benefits of the government 
schemes; this is the true 
meaning of a welfare state,” 
he said, adding that digitali-
sation in the administrative 
system has ensured that the 
benefits of welfare schemes 
reach the eligible beneficia-

ries.
He said that technology is 

the best tool to provide the 
schemes of the government 
to the general public. “The 
Haryana government has 
brought transparency in the 
system by using technology. 
We have promoted IT inter-
ventions to streamline the 
public service delivery sys-
tem in the state,” said the 
Chief Minister.

Haryana government will 
fully cooperate with  Jammu 
and Kashmir government

Manohar Lal said that for 
balanced development, a 
state needs to adopt the best 
practices of other states. In 
this direction, the Haryana 
government will extend full 
cooperation to the Jammu 
and Kashmir government.

HARYANA SIGNS MOU WITH  
J&K GOVERNMENT IN IT SECTOR

PUNJAB MINISTER SAYS 

GANGSTERS FIRING IN BATALA

IN HARYANA 

Punjab’s water Minister BS 
Jimpa on Monday said there 
was a notification from his 
department that if someone 
burnt stubble, a red entry 
was made against Khasra 
Number of revenue record.

“Don’t have full knowledge 
of notification since I’m busy 
here, but there was a notifi-
cation from my dept that if 
someone burnt stubble, a 
red entry was made. It’s not 
our intention to get a red 
entry for anyone, our aim 
was to make farmers aware 
about not burning stubble,” 
Punjab’s Water Minister BS 
Jimpa said in Surat. Punjab’s 
agriculture and farmers Wel-
fare Minister Kuldeep Singh 
Dhaliwal has issued orders 
to withdraw the red entries 

ordered by the central gov-
ernment to the farmers of 
the state for stubble burning 
and a notification has been 
issued in this regard. He 
said that the orders to make 
red entry against Khasra 
Number of revenue record 
issued by the central institu-
tion National Green Tribunal 
(NGT), in its letter issued on 
October 4, 2022, have been 
withdrawn. He further said 
that the instructions in this 
regard have been issued.

Dhaliwal said that the red 
entry in the land record 
is not in the interest of the 
farmers of the state. The Ag-
riculture Minister empha-
sized the need for farmers to 
adopt alternative methods 
for stubble management and 
this is the need of the hour 
that farmers support the 

government in making the 
state pollution free. He said 
that environmental pollution 
is a major global problem in 
today’s era.

Talking about alternative 
methods of stubble manage-
ment, the Cabinet Minister 
further said that the Indian 
Agricultural Research Insti-
tute has developed a radical 
solution for stubble burning 
in the form of a bio-enzyme 
called Pusa. He said that 
when sprayed, this enzyme, 
in 20-25 days destroys the 
stubble and turns it into 
compost, further it also helps 
in improving the soil qual-
ity. He said that the practice 
of stubble burning, which 
has been going on for many 
years, in which stubble is set 
on fire to clear the fields be-
fore planting the next crop, 

should be stopped by adopt-
ing alternative methods.

The Agriculture Minister 
further said that the Punjab 
government is already se-
rious about this and in the 
current year till now 19393 
machines have been given 
to the farmers on subsidy 
for stubble management. 
In comparison, in last four 
years 90433 machines were 
given to the farmers.

He said that a total of 
109815 machines are avail-
able with the farmers of the 
state. He said that according 
to the satellite information 
of November 26, 2022, dur-
ing the years 2020, 2021 and 
2022, from September 15 to 
November 26, 76619, 71122 
and 49876 cases of stubble 
burning have been regis-
tered respectively.

There are around five such 
incidents that have hap-
pened in Punjab, wherein 
involvement of teenage 
and early twenties young 
boys are attacking families, 
individuals as gangsters. 
This time it is Batala where 
merely a 19 year old and 22 
year old young gangsters 
attacked a family in a vil-
lage Mahime Chak and 
later caught red handed by 
Batala police. 

Earlier in Sidhu Moose-
wala case Ankit Sersa 
who is 19 year old, In case 
of Dera Follower Pardeep, 
two gangsters of 14 and 15 
years of age are found to 
be involved in murder, and 
now in Batala these two 
gangsters are in their early 
twenties. 

Police has arrested 2 gang-
sters in Batala, Punjab. 
People also made live vid-
eos of both the gangsters. 
It is reported that one of the 
gangsters caught is only 22 
years old and he already has 
7 cases registered against 
him. He had reached Bat-
ala to attack a family with 

weapons along with his ac-
complice.

The Punjab Police has 
taken this action against 
the gangsters in Mam-
echak village of Batala. The 
arrested gangster has been 
identified as Sukhraj Singh 
of Roli gang and has 7 cases 
already registered against 
him. Notably, Sukhraj got 
bail from Tihar Jail a month 
back. He was having a feud 
with a family in Mamechak 
village. Amrinder along 
with Sukhraj attacked a 
family while pointing a 
gun. The family informed 
the police When Sukhraj 
and his accomplice opened 
fire on the family, the whole 
family hid in the house and 
informed the police. 

The police reached the 
village with full prepara-
tion and surrounded the 
house and the village. See-
ing themselves trapped, 
Sukhraj and his companion 
hid in a room on the roof of 
the house. The police forced 
both of them to surrender. 
The Punjab Police, who ar-
rived with weapons, asked 
the two to throw out their 
weapons. After this both 
came out and got arrested.

Upset with the State Government no-
tice regarding Rs 10 lakh annual bond 
for students pursuing MBBS courses 
in the Government medical colleges 
in Haryana, MBBS students and 
hundreds of undergraduate medical 
students and medical associations are 
protesting against the decision since 
last 27 days.

The protest was started on November 
1. “Bond policy will ruin the careers of 
students. The government has not yet 
assured any employment for the stu-
dents. The strike has been going on for 
more than 27 days but we have not seen 
any positive results. This policy will 
hamper the right to education,” said a 
student.

The members of the Indian Medical 
Association (IMA) also joined the pro-
test at PGI in Bareilly. Earlier, extending 

its support to the protest by the students, 
IMA said that it stood with the protest-
ing doctors of Haryana and denounced 
the state’s harshness and oppressive ac-
tions.

As per a circular by the State Govern-
ment of Haryana, Rs 10 lakh annual 
bond policy was supposed to remain 
effective for this academic year. The 
MBBS students were required to pay 
the amount at the start of every aca-
demic year till the completion of the 
MBBS degree of four and a half years.

Haryana police officials allegedly 
had fired water cannons against the 
protesting medicos, manhandled 
them, and forcefully dragged them to  
the police station.

To oppose the government’s move 
and the brutality by the state police 
on the students, The Federation of 
Resident Doctors’ Association (FOR-
DA) observed a black ribbon pro-
test across the country declaring the  

day as “Black Day”. “The recent in-
cident of police action on the doctors 
carrying out a peaceful protest against 
the fee hike in government medical 
colleges in Haryana is barbaric and 
highly condemnable. The astute asym-
pathy shown by the law authorities in 
firing water cannons and forcefully 
dragging and manhandling the pro-
testing doctors is yet another blot on 
the face of the medical education sys-
tem in the State of Haryana and this 
country,” FORDA official wrote to the 
Union Health Minister in this regard.

“FORDA deprecates this heinous act 
carried out by the police, on the direc-
tion of State Government. An unwar-
ranted fee hike in the form of a despi-
cable bond police followed by police 
action on innocent doctors who have 
given their best in all circumstances 
including the Covid pandemic shows 
the apathy and weak memory the gov-
ernment has,” read the letter.

A red entry was made if someone burnt stubble in Punjab

Punjab police arrest 
2 gangsters for firing  

MBBS students continue to 
protest against bond policy
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EVENT IN KURUKSHETRA

SECURITY COVER

The President of India, 
Droupadi  Murmu 
will be on a two-day 

visit (November 29 and 30) 
to Haryana. As per the sched-
ule, the President will attend 
various programmes in the 
State including International 
Gita Festival (IGM)-2022. 
On Tuesday at 10:30 am, the 
President will reach Brahma 
Sarovar in Kurukshetra to 
perform Gita Pujan and offer 
prayers in Gita Yagya. After 
this, Droupadi Murmu will 
also inaugurate the State Ex-
hibition, Haryana Pavilion, 

and Shilp Udhyan. Along 
with this, the President will 
also visit the pavilion of Mad-
hya Pradesh, the partner 
state of this year’s IGM-2022. 
After this, Droupadi Murmu 
will participate in the Inter-
national Gita Seminar sched-
uled to be held at Shrimad 
Bhagavad Gita Sadan, Ku-
rukshetra University, Kuruk-
shetra at 11:30 am and will 
virtually inaugurate and lay 
the foundation stone of three 
big projects of the Haryana 
including e-ticketing system 
in Haryana transport, Nirogi 
Haryana Scheme and lying of 
the foundation stone of Sirsa 
medical college.

The President will formally 
start the e-ticketing system of 
State transport from Shrimad 
Bhagavad Gita Sadan. In the 
initial phase, the e-ticketing 
project will be implemented 
at 6 depots namely Chan-
digarh, Karnal, Faridabad, 
Sonipat, Bhiwani and Sirsa. 
Similarly, by the end of Janu-
ary 2023, the project will be 
completely implemented 
in the remaining 18 depots 
of Haryana Roadways. The 
President will also launch 
another one of its kind Nirogi 
Haryana Scheme. Under this, 
health checkups of the people 
of the state will be conducted. 
The members of Antyodaya 

families have been includ-
ed in the first phase of the 
scheme.The President will 
also lay the foundation stone 
of Sirsa medical college and 
hospital to be built on 21 acres 
of land in Sirsa district to be 
built at a cost of about Rs 950 
crore. With this, the people 
of Sirsa district and other 
nearby areas will get state-
of-the-art health-related fa-
cilities. After inaugurating 
these projects, the president 
will attend the 18th convoca-
tion of the National Institute 
of Technology, Kurukshetra 
as the Chief Guest at 2:30 
p.m. Thereafter, the Presi-
dent will reach Chandigarh 

airport at 4:20 pm, where 
she will be given a Guard of 
Honour. After this, at around 
5 pm, Preident Murmu will 
reach Haryana Raj Bhavan, 
Chandigarh as a State Guest. 
On the occasion of her ar-
rival at Haryana Raj Bhavan, 
a cultural programme will 
also be organised at 6:30 
pm. On November 30, on 
the second day of her visit, 
President Murmu will inter-
act directly with Asha work-
ers and other stakeholders of 
the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
campaign. Besides this, the 
President will also interact 
with sportspersons and some 
schoolgirls of Haryana.

PRESIDENT MURMU TO INAUGURATE 
GITA MAHOTSAV IN HARYANA TODAY

Centre upgrades ‘Z’ category security of BJP MP 
Hans Raj Hans, facility in Delhi with Punjab

RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Scene clip of gangster war between Batala police and gangsters hidden 
in the rooftop room of someone’s house.

TOP OF THE DAY

STF ARRESTS 
SMUGGLER; 
DRUGS, ARMS 
CONFISCATED
CHANDIGARH: Officials 
of the Punjab Special Task 
Force (STF) on Sunday 
apprehended a man and 
confiscated contraband 
drugs and unlicensed 
weapons smuggled from 
across the border by an 
unmanned vehicle. The 
man is believed to be ar-
rested with a consignment, 
including two Kg of heroin 
and 8 unlicensed pistols, 
officials said. “We have ar-
rested a man with two kg 
heroin and 8 pistols. The 
arrested person divulged 
that he was supplied the 
same consignment from 
Pakistan with the help of 
a former jailmate who is 
currently in Dubai,” Vavin-
der Mahajan, DSP Special 
Task Force The probe into 
this matter is underway.  

PANCHAYATS TO 
GET ALL WORKS 
DONE IN HARYANA, 
SAYS MINISTER
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Transport Minister, Mool 
Chand Sharma said that 
as per the instructions 
issued by the government, 
the gram panchayats 
should get all develop-
ment works done at 
village level without any 
discrimination. Transport 
Minister, Mool Chand 
Sharma said this while 
welcoming the members 
of the newly appointed 
Panchayats on reaching 
Faridabad. The Transport 
Minister congratulated the 
newly appointed Panches 
and Sarpanchs of Gram 
Panchayats and said that 
they should work for the 
betterment of the villages 
without any discrimination. 
Besides this, they should 
extend efforts to expedite 
the ongoing development 
works in the villages so 
that people can get their 
benefits on time. On this 
occasion, he said that 
today the state is consis-
tently stepping forward 
to ensure development 
works done within the 
stipulated time frame.   

PANCHAYATI RAJ 
INSTITUTIONS 
POLLS COMPLETED 
IN HARYANA
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
State Election Commis-
sioner, Dhanpat Singh said 
that out of 3,081 members 
of 143 Panchayat Samitis 
in Haryana, 117 have been 
already unanimously 
elected. For the remaining 
posts of 2,964 members, 
11,888 candidates con-
tested the election. He said 
that elections were held 
for 411 members of 22 
Zilla Parishads. As many 
as 3072 candidates con-
tested for these posts. For 
the post of Zilla Parishad 
member tough competi-
tion was seen among 
the candidates in all the 
districts. He said that the 
last general elections 
to all the three levels of 
Panchayati Raj Institutions 
that is Gram Panchayats, 
Panchayat Samitis and 
Zilla Parishads in the state 
were held in December 
2015 and the first meeting 
was held on February 16, 
2016. The tenure of five 
years was completed on 
February 15, 2021. But 
due to pandemic, then 
due to Farmer’s agitation 
and later due to Civil Writ 
Petitions filed in Punjab 
and Haryana HC and other 
reasons, the polls could 
not be conducted on time. 
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The Central government 
has upgraded ‘Z’ category 
Central Industrial Security 
Force (CISF) armed security 
cover of Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) MP Hans Raj 
Hans, sources said.

The North West Delhi MP 
will now be provided ‘Z’ 
category security in Delhi 
along with Punjab. Earlier 
this year, Hans was accord-
ed ‘Z’ category CISF secu-
rity cover in Punjab during 
the Assembly elections in 

the state. Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) upgraded 
its security cover last week 
in a security review meet-
ing based on an Intelligence 

Bureau report, said a source 
requesting anonymity.

With the upgraded secu-
rity cover, Hans will be pro-
vided with a ‘Z’ category se-
curity cover during his stay 
and travel both in Punjab 
and the national capital.

Th e  s e c u r it y  o f  t h e 
60-year-old BJP MP was 
upgraded amid prepara-
tions for the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) 
elections scheduled next 
month.

Delhi election commission 
has announced the elec-
tions scheduled for the 250-

ward MCD. The polling is to 
be held on December 4 and 
the results will be declared 
on December 7, 2022. This 
will be the first civic election 
after the Centre has unified 
three erstwhile municipal 
corporations into the MCD. 
The three existing civic 
bodies - East Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation (EDMC), 
North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (NDMC) and 
South Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (SDMC) - have 
been re-unified into a single 
entity as the MCD.

In February this year, 

two BJP leaders, including 
Hans and Ramesh Chand 
Bind, were accorded Cen-
tral security cover follow-
ing MHA’s order in view of 
risk assessment during the 
ongoing Assembly polls in 
Punjab that concluded on 
March 7. Hans was then ac-
corded ‘Z’ category security, 
while Bind -- an MP from 
Bhadohi in Uttar Pradesh 
-- was provided ‘X’ category 
security during the election 
period.

The CISF then provided 
security to both the BJP 
leaders.

BJP MP Hans Raj Hans.



China Censors soCial media amid widespread protest-videos SC seeks states’ response 
on free sanitary pads 

state baCklash ensuring girls’ rights
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New Delhi
As videos of widespread 
protests in China surface in 
a big way in the social media, 
the authorities enhanced its 
information security system 
by blocking almost all av-
enues of news circulation. 
Amid this, a cat and mouse 
game has started since the 
users adopting a methods to 
bypass the censoring. 

Many posts documenting 
the protests have already 
jumped China’s Great Fire-
wall with the help of virtual 
private networks (VPNs) 
and have been shared on 
popular Western platforms 
such as Twitter and Insta-
gram, which are officially 
banned in China. 

“Beijing appears to be using 
the same tactics of censoring 
Chinese social media based 

on keywords. However, the 
amount of information that 
is getting out past the Great 
Firewall is definitely note-
worthy,” Stevie Zhang, the 
associate editor of First Draft 
News, a non-profit dedicated 
to combating online misin-
formation, told Al Jazeera.

Zhang said internet users 
were evading censors by 
taking screenshots of posts 
before they were deleted 
and then sharing them with 
each other or posting them 
on Western social media. In 
some cases, posts have made 
it full circle back to China via 
Twitter screenshots. 

Other users have taken to 
using seemingly unrelated 
and uncensored phrases 
to express their feelings, 
Zhang said, using “repeti-
tions of ‘good’, or ‘well done’, 
or ‘win’ as a sort of sarcastic 
or passive-aggressive way of 

highlighting the inability for 
Chinese people to voice any 
form of criticism.” 

The use of euphemisms is 
a common tactic of Chinese 
netizens to evade govern-
ment censors, with abbre-
viations and homonyms 
often standing in for banned 
words. 

During China’s “Me Too” 
movement in 2018, many 
internet users posted under 
the hashtag “rice bunny” - 
which when said aloud in 
Mandarin Chinese sounds 
like “me too” - after the orig-
inal hashtag was banned, 
reported Al Jazeera. This 
time, China’s censors have 
also taken note of how much 
information is circulating 
on Western platforms such 
as Twitter. 

Chinese internet users 
and government censors 
are engaged in a cat-and-

mouse game to control the 
narrative around the coun-
try’s anti-”zero Covid” pro-
tests, reported Al Jazeera. 
By Monday, Chinese social 
media appeared to have 
scrubbed searches for pro-
test hotspots like “Xinjiang” 
and “Beijing”, while posts 
with oblique phrases like 
“I saw it” - a reference to an 
internet user having seen a 
recently deleted post-were 
also censored. 

“As the fissure widens be-
tween the lie and the truth, 
even what cannot be said or 
seen becomes immensely 
symbolic,” David Bandurski, 
co-director of the China Me-
dia Project, told Al Jazeera. 

“It can punch right through 
the veneer. And this is what 
we’ve seen over the past few 
days. The words, ‘I saw it’, 
marking the void in the wake 
of a deleted protest video, 

can become powerful. Or 
students protesting on cam-
pus can hold up blank sheets 
of paper and they speak vol-
umes.” 

Protests began in Urumqi, 
the capital of the far-west-
ern Xinjiang region, on Fri-
day following the deaths of 
10 people in an apartment 
block fire before spread-
ing over the weekend to 
major cities including Bei-
jing, Shanghai, Nanjing, 
Wuhan and Chengdu. 
Meanwhile, China’s western 
Xinjiang region eased some 
Covid-19 restrictions in its 
capital Urumqi on Monday, 
after a deadly fire in the city 
blamed on virus controls 
sparked protests across the 
country. 

People in the city of four 
million, some of whom have 
been confined to their homes 
for weeks on end, can travel 

around on buses to run er-
rands within their home 
districts starting Tuesday, 
officials said at a press con-
ference Monday, reported 
Arab News. 

The protests in Urumqi 
erupted after footage posted 
on social media showed fire 
trucks spraying water from 
too far away to reach the 
apartment building, with 
internet users claiming au-
thorities could not get closer 
due to pandemic barricades 
and cars that had been aban-
doned by people who had 
been quarantined. 

Videos and photographs of 
the protests quickly circulat-
ed on Chinese social media 
platforms such as WeChat 
and Weibo, where they re-
ceived tens of thousands of 
views before being deleted 
by government censors, re-
ported Al Jazeera.

The Supreme Court on 
Monday sought the Cen-
tre and other state gov-
ernments’ response on a 
plea seeking directions to 
governments to provide 
free sanitary pads to girls 
studying in classes 6 to 12. 

A bench headed by Chief 
Justice of D.Y. Chandrachud 
issued notice to the Centre 
and other state govern-
ments on the plea. The plea 
was moved by Jaya Thakur 
through advocates Varind-
er Kumar Sharma and Va-
run Thakur. 

The petitioner said that 
serious difficulty is faced 
by adolescent females be-
tween the ages of 11 and 18 
years coming from poor 
backgrounds. 

“These are adolescent 
f e m a l e s  wh o  a r e  n o t 
equipped with and are also 
not educated by their par-
ents about menstruation 
and menstrual hygiene. 
The deprived economic 
status and illiteracy leads 
to the prevalence of un-
hygienic and unhealthy 
practices which has seri-
ous health consequences; 
increases obstinacy and 
leads to eventual dropping 
out from schools,” the peti-
tioner said. 

Henceforth, in the plea, 
the petitioner has sought 
to issue directions to pro-
vide separate girls toilets in 
all Government, aided and 
residential schools and to 
issue directions to provide 
one cleaner in all Govern-
ment, aided and residential 
schools to clean the toilets.

Continued from page 1

police-protestors clash in China as 
agitation intensifies 

their phones. Large crowds had gathered Sun-
day in the downtown area, with police clash-
ing with protesters as they tried to stop groups 
from converging at Wulumuqi street, named af-
ter the Mandarin for Urumqi, reported The Star. 
Shanghai police had not responded on Monday to repeat-
ed enquiries about how many people had been detained. 

Roads were closed Sunday night after the protests had 
been reopened in the morning. The latest demonstrations 
-- unprecedented in mainland China since President Xi 
Jinping took power a decade ago -- began after 10 people 
were killed in a fire in Urumqi, the capital of the far-west-
ern region of Xinjiang, that many of the protesters blame 
on protracted Covid-19 lockdowns. 

The deaths have become a lightning rod for frustrations 
over Beijing’s dogged commitment to zero-COVID and its 
combination of strict lockdowns, mass testing and track-
ing that continues to impede people’s lives three years 
after the first cases of the then-unknown virus were de-
tected in the central city of Wuhan, reported Al Jazeera. 
In the early hours of Monday in Beijing, two groups of 
protesters totalling at least 1,000 people gathered along 
the Chinese capital’s Third Ring Road near the Liangma 
River, refusing to disperse. 

Centre sitting on names of hC 
judges approved by Collegium: sC 
to not clear the names. 

Holding the names for a long time frustrates the system, 
the court said. Supreme Court asked the Attorney Gener-
al of India and the Solicitor General to ensure that the law 
of the land laid down by this court is followed. 

The Supreme Court also asked AG and SG to convey the 
sentiments of the bench to the government. 

During the hearing, Senior Advocate Vikas Singh men-
tioned the Law Minister’s statement on Collegium. The 
Court also expressed its disappointment with the state-
ment given by the Law Minister in a news channel, and 
said, “I have ignored all press reports, but this has come 
from somebody high enough also. With an interview... I 
am not saying anything else.” The court said that it should 
not have happened. 

The court said that timelines relating to the consider-
ation of judges’ names have to be adhered to. “We expect 
the AG and SG to ensure that the law of the land laid down 
by this court is followed,” it said. 

The court listed the matter for further hearing on 8 De-
cember. 

The court in the last hearing had expressed unhap-

piness with the Centre for keeping pending the names 
recommended by the Collegium for the appointment of 
judges in the High Courts and Apex Court. 

The court had remarked that keeping names on hold is 
not acceptable as it is becoming some sort of a device to 
compel persons to withdraw their names, as has hap-
pened. 

The court observation came while hearing a plea filed by 
the Advocates Association Bengaluru. 

ats nabs man over fake info on bid 
to kill pm
woman named Tanya from Delhi had planned to kill Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi during a public rally in Jamnagar. 
The tip said that she was also planning to carry out a blast 
in Delhi’s Kendriya Sachivalay (central secretariat).” The 
DSP further informed that Tanya is a native of Patna but 
practices law in Delhi. 

“The input said another man named Badayu is also in-
volved in this conspiracy. The Facebook profile of both 
these persons have been attached,” the DSP added. 

A team from Gujarat ATS visited Delhi to ascertain the 
veracity of the input, DSP Chaudhary further said, add-
ing that an unknown person with a fake digital identity of 
Shubham Rajkumar Chhaleria had posted this information 
on the PG portal. 

A person named Aman Saxena from Uttar Pradesh was 
also apprehanded and brought to Gujarat ATS for further 
investigation and interrogation in the matter. 

On being questioned, he disclosed that he had uploaded 
12 to 15 posts on the portal, using a fake email id in the name 
of Shubham Rajkumar Chhaleria, between 22 September 
and 25 November, the police said, adding he claimed that 
several nationally and globally renowned names will be 
assassinated and an explosion would be carried out at the 
Delhi’s central secretariat during the December 4 municipal 
elections. 

‘Jethalal’ trends after ruturaj 
slams seven sixes in an over 
the Indian batsmen with congratulatory messages, mean-
while, some users compared Ruturaj’s seven sixes knock 
with the fictional character Jethahal’s 50-run knock 
in just one over. Fans joked that despite his efforts, he 
couldn’t able to beat Jethalal’s self-proclaimed record. 

Jethalal is a fictional character played by Dilip Joshi in 
the hit comedy show ‘Tarak Mehta Ka Ooltah Chasma’. 

During one of the episodes, Jethalal had claimed that he 
had smashed 50 runs in an over and when asked to ex-
plain how he had claimed that he had smashed two sixes 
on two no-balls as well. 

Take a look at some of the hilarious memes: 
Indian premier league team, Rajasthan Royals took to 
their Twitter and wrote, “Leaked: Ruturaj Gaikwad’s mid-
innings interview.”

43 runs in an over is also officially the joint-highest 
number of runs scored in an over in cricket. In 2018-19 
in New Zealand’s domestic Ford Trophy competition, 
Central Districts’ Willem Ludick was hit for 43 runs in 
an over too by Northern Districts batters. He was hit for 
4,6nb,6nb,6,1,6,6,6 in one of his overs. 

rahul, kharge throw their weight 
behind Ashok Gehlot  
over Gehlot’s recent interview, Rahul said, “I do not want 
to go into who said what. Both leaders (Gehlot and Sachin 
Pilot) are assets for the party.” “This will not affect the 
yatra in Rajasthan,” he said. 

Political observers find this as Rahul’s way of saying that 
everything is under control in Rajasthan. The indication, 
as many suggested, was that Congress is unlikely to plan 
any action for Rajasthan. He is confident that the yatra in 
Rajasthan would be as successful as it is in MP. 

Earlier, Kharge had also admired Gehlot during one 
of his election rallies in Gujarat. The Congress chief had 
said that Gehlot is loved by all and he is working hard in 
the poll-bound state. The statements of both leaders have 
come at a time when an interview of Gehlot has triggered 
a row. The Rajasthan CM is in Gujarat for a week look-
ing after the party’s election strategy there. Kharge is also 
touring the poll-bound state of Gujarat.

Only last week, CM Gehlot had, in an interview to a 
news channel, called Pilot a ‘gaddar’ (a traitor), saying that 
these people took money from the BJP to try to topple the 
government in Rajasthan. He claimed to have proof that 
money was distributed to some MLAs as part of a plan to 
dislodge his government. 

Sachin Pilot along with 19 Congress MLAs had attempt-
ed to topple the party’s government in Jaipur in 2020. Af-
ter this, Rahul sacked him from PCC chief post. He was 
also removed from the post of Deputy Chief Minister of 
Rajasthan. 

What was reported and alleged then was that the MLAs 
were given Rs 10 crore each in advance under the ‘Opera-
tion Lotus’. A total amount of Rs 190 crore was distrib-
uted to the rebel legislators. The Operation Lotus was 
successful in MP where 25 Congress MLAs were bribed, 
leading to fall of the government. 

However, the effort was not successful as only 19 MLAs 
were seen sided with Pilot. Rahul has already said that 25 
Congress MLAs were bribed by BJP in MP. On whether 
these MLAs would be taken back in the party any time 
in future, Rahul said the leaders who left the party after 
receiving money cannot be relied on. Rahul has not yet 
forgiven those who were behind the government toppling 
game in Rajasthan. 

Gehlot is also expressing similar views about the reb-
els. He said on record that these legislators took money 
from BJP. “They were given the first instalment of Rs 10-
12 crore,” he alleged.  Gehlot unequivocally said in the in-
terview that these MLAs would be called “gaddar”. They 
have not returned the money yet despite being told to 
do so by the party. According to sources, CM Gehlot has 
handed over all the evidence to Rahul and Kharge. There 
are indications that the party may take action against 
those who tried to destabilise the Gehlot government. Ra-
hul is likely to give a strong message to these leaders dur-
ing his yatra in Rajasthan.   

men with swords attack police van 
carrying aaftab
were members of the outfit. 

«They could be members of our group but what they 
did was their own/personal step and not of the Hindu 
Sena,» said Gupta.

Earlier, members of a fringe outfit, Bhagwa Hindu 
Sena, took out a march in Haridwar demanding that 
Aaftab be hanged. Vishal Garg, one of the protesters said 
that the protest was organised for the ‘protection’ of the 
‘Sanatan Dharma’. “This march has been taken out to 
protect our Sanatana dharma. Aaftab killed our daugh-
ter Shraddha and cut her into pieces. We demand that he 
be hanged.” 

‘tough nut to crack’…aaftab’s 
polygraph to continue 
The FSL Director Sanjeev Gupta said that the polygraph 
test of Aaftab may continue tomorrow as well. “The Expert 
team is conducting polygraph tests. Today’s session will be 
completed soon. We may need to continue the test tomor-
row as well. Once our tests are completed, the Narco test 
will be conducted,” he said.

The polygraph test held on Sunday could not be com-
pleted, despite Aaftab being taken to the FSL office for 
three days. For the first time for a polygraph on Tuesday 
evening and after his “ill health,” the test on Wednesday 
was deferred to Thursday. He was again subjected to a third 
session on Friday. The second session of the test, which was 
to be held on Wednesday was deferred after Poonawala 
reportedly “fell ill”. The second and third sessions were 
conducted on Thursday and Friday. His polygraph could 
not be conducted on Friday also, Delhi Police had said. 

“Polygraph test of the accused Aaftab Amin in 
Mehrauli police station case FIR No 659/22 un-
der section 365/302/201 IPC could not be held to-
day,” said Sagar Preet Hooda, IPS, Special Commis-
sioner of Police, Law and Order, Zone II on Friday. 
On Thursday, Delhi Police sources said news agency that 
Aaftab underwent a Perceptual Ability Test (PAT), which 
is a psychological analysis test, at the Rohini lab. 

“This is a long process. Even if our custody ends, the narco 
test could also be done in judicial custody,” said a Delhi Po-
lice source. 

‘aaftab gifted shraddha’s ring to 
new girlfriend’ 
whom he had befriended via a dating app. He had used the 
same dating app which he had used to connect to Shraddha. 

After the murder, Poonawala dated a doctor while pieces 
of Walkar’s body were still kept in the fridge. The Delhi 
Police have interrogated this woman, who happens to be 
a psychologist.

Last week, the police also recovered five knives which 
were between 5-6 inches long. These knives have been sent 
to the FSL to ascertain if they were used in the crime.

The police are yet to find Shraddha Walkar›s skull and 
some body parts.

man kills father, chops him into 
bits; mother helps in murder
pieces were stored in a fridge and disposed of over sev-
eral days. The woman and her son confessed to the grisly 
crime, police said. 

On 30 May, the accused made deceased Anjan drink 
liquor and mixed sleeping pills in it. Then they slit his 
throat and left the body in the home for a day for the blood 
to drain out completely. Then they chopped off the body 
in 10 pieces. 

The police, however, have recovered six parts of the body. 
“On 5 June some body parts were recovered in Ramlila 

maidan, East district. Then for the next 3 days two legs, 
two thighs, a skull and a forearm were recovered and then 
the case was filed,” DCP Crime of Delhi Police Amit Goel 
said. 

Special CP Crime Ravinder Yadav said, “Mother Poon-
am and son Deepak dumped the body pieces of Anjan Das 
in isolated areas like behind the Ramlila Maidan, and New 
Ashok Nagar drain. They also buried the skull.”

According to the Crime Branch officials, the accused 
buried the deceased’s skull. The police said that Poonam 
was furious after she learnt that her husband had sold her 
jewellery and sent the money to his first wife, who lived in 
Bihar with their eight children. 

“The situation in Anjan’s family worsened after Deepak 
got married and the deceased used to have ill intentions to-
wards his wife and one of Deepak’s sisters who used to live 
with them. Anjan used to take all their earnings but wasn’t 
earning himself,” Ravinder Yadav further said. 

DCP Crime, Delhi Police Amit Goel said that efforts were 
made to identify the body for which door-to-door verifica-
tion was done.

“It seemed like a gruesome murder. Footages were ana-
lysed, door-to-door verification was done and the body 
was identified,” Goel said. 

What is Collegium system
It is the system of appointment and transfer of 
judges that has evolved through the Supreme 
Court, and not by an Act of Parliament or by a 
provision of the Constitution. Articles 124(2) and 
217 of the Indian Constitution deal with the ap-
pointment of judges to the Supreme Court and 
High Court. A judge’s body only recommends 
the appointment or elevation of people they 
know.
How did this evolve?
In 1981, it was declared that the “primacy” of the 
Chief Justice of India recommendation on judi-
cial appointments and transfers can be refused 
for “cogent reasons.” In 1993, the Supreme Court 
introduced the Collegium system, holding that 
“consultation” meant “concurrence.” It added 
that it was not the CJI’s individual opinion, but 
an institutional opinion formed in consultation 
with the two senior-most judges in the SC. In 
1998, the Supreme Court, on the President’s rec-
ommendation (Article 143), expanded the Colle-
gium to a five-member body, comprising the CJI 

and four of his senior-most colleagues.
What is the composition of Collegium? 
The Supreme Court collegium is headed by the 
Chief Justice of India and comprises the four 
other senior-most judges of the court. A High 
Court collegium is led by the incumbent Chief 
Justice and the two other senior-most judges of 
that court.
What are the issues between the government 
and the Collegium system?
A body of judges appoints the rest in complete 
secrecy. They are not accountable to any execu-
tive body, favoritism, or nepotism. The collegium 
system does not fix any specific criteria for test-
ing or examining the candidate for the post of CJI 
or judge, which leads to wide scope for nepotism 
and favoritism. Some intellectuals say this is a 
non-transparent judicial appointment system. 
The principle of check and balance is violated in 
this system. However, the collegium system gives 
the judiciary immense power, which leaves little 
room for checks and poses the risk of misuse.
                                       - ASHISH SINHA

Collegium sYstem
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Maharashtra ministers 
Chandrakant Patil and 
Shambhuraj Desai have been 
appointed as coordinating 
ministers for the Karnataka-
Maharashtra border issue.

Both ministers are set to 
visit Belagavi in Karnataka 
on 3 December. Belgaum or 
Belagavi is currently part of 
Karnataka, but is claimed by 
Maharashtra.

As per media reports, the 
long-running Karnataka-

Maharashtra border dispute 
started back in 1953, after the 
Maharashtra government ob-
jected to the inclusion of 865 
villages including Belagavi.

The villages are spread 
across Belagavi and the 
north-western and north-
eastern regions of Karnataka 
- all bordering Maharashtra.

After the implementation 
of the State Reorganization 
Act, 1956, the Maharashtra 
government demanded the 
readjustment of its border 
with Karnataka.

Following this, a four-mem-

ber committee was formed 
by both states. Maharashtra 
government had expressed 
willingness to transfer 
predominantly Kannada-
speaking 260 villages, but it 
was turned down by Karna-
taka. Now, both Karnataka 
and Maharashtra govern-
ments have approached the 
Supreme Court to expedite 
the matter, and the matter is 
still pending.

Meanwhile, the Karnataka 
government is contemplating 
an all-party meeting soon in 
connection with the issue.
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Shocking incident

A student of Dibru-
garh University, 
Anand Sharma 

allegedly jumped from the 
second floor of a hostel 
building of the University 
on Saturday night after be-
ing fed up with ragging by 
his seniors for the past few 
days.

The victim’s treatment is 

underway in a private hos-
pital.

Condemning the ragging 
incident in Dibrugarh Uni-
versity, Assam Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
said that a ragging case in 
Dibrugarh University has 
come to light, wherein a 
student jumped from the 
hostel building.

Taking to the microblog-
ging site Twitter, Assam 
CM tweeted, “It has come 

to notice that a Dibrugarh 
University student is hurt 
in an alleged case of rag-
ging. A close watch was 
maintained and follow-up 
action was coordinated 
with the district admin. Ef-
forts on to nab the accused, 
the victim being provided 
medical care”. “Appeal to 
students, say NO to Rag-
ging,” he added.

Assam Education Minis-
ter Dr Ranoj Pegu on Mon-

day asked the Dibrugarh 
University authority and 
police to take strong action 
against the culprits.

“We will not tolerate such 
activities. I am also asking 
university authorities to be 
vigilant and take prompt 
action whenever any at-
tempt of ragging is report-
ed. Ex-students should not 
be allowed to stay in hos-
tels,” the Assam Education 
Minister said. Meanwhile, 

Dibrugarh district police 
have apprehended three 
persons for allegedly rag-
ging juniors at the Dibru-
garh University.

“We have apprehended 
three persons so far. We 
have registered a case and 
our investigation is on,” 
Shwetabk Mishra, Su-
perintendent of Police of 
Dibrugarh district told 
Further information is 
awaited. 
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Student jumpS off hoStel building 
after being fed up with ragging

in kerala 

miniSter queStionS 
proteSt at ‘final Stage’ 
of port conStruction

Kerala Minister for Law and 
Industries P Rajeev on Mon-
day questioned the protest 
that erupted in Thiruvana-
nthapuram on the previous 
night and asked how the 
plan to stop the project at its 
final stage came about.

“Of the seven demands 
(including the implementa-
tion of a rehabilitation pack-
age announced by the State 
government and extending 
it to the affected families) ex-
cept to stop the construction 
work at the port, all were 
accepted. No one has been 
evicted for this project. Then, 
how come the plan to stop it 
at the last stage came?” P. 
Rajeev underlined during a 
conversation with the media 
persons after the last night’s 
incident of violent protest 
at Vizhinjam police station 
came to light. This protest 
was led by the protestors op-

posing the Adani port proj-
ect, demanding the release of 
the ones arrested on Sunday 
night. However, earlier in the 
day, the police released four 
of the five protesters arrested 
by the Vizhinjam police for 
allegedly blocking trucks 
in Thiruvananthapuram 
which led to a scuffle.

“77 per cent of the coun-

try’s exports depend on 
the Colombo port. But the 
Vizhinjam port itself can do 
this which will be of great 
help to India’s economy,” 
Kerala Law Minister said 
further in support of the port 
construction.

In the conversation with 
media persons here, P Ra-
jeev claimed that it was ‘not 
a usual’ atmosphere of con-
flict, as a priest had called 
for burning down a police 
station.

“Yesterday was not a typi-
cal atmosphere of conflict. 
It was shown in the media 
that some priests called for 
burning down the police 
station. This is not the way 
to approach this problem. 
The government has tried to 
solve this problem through 
negotiations,” he said men-
tioning that the confronta-
tion is not the approach of 
the government.

He further appreciated the 
police’s approach to combat-

ing the situation and added: 
“Even as many deliberately 
tried to create trouble, the 
police controlled the situa-
tion with unusual restraint. 
There are many with the 
interest that there should be 
no development here, but the 
government is not ready to 
compromise and is handling 
the matter with equanimity.”
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caSe regiStered

Six booked for 
raping, forcing 
converSion in up

The Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly 
police have registered a case 
against one youth named 
Akleem allegedly for raping 
a girl.

According to the police, the 
victim accused Akleem and 
his brothers of kidnapping 
her at first and demanding 
money. When she failed to 
fulfil their demand, six peo-
ple including Akleem raped 
her. “On the complaint of the 
woman, a case of kidnap-

ping, extortion and rape has 
been registered in the Shahi 
police station,” Bareilly’s SP 
Rural Rajkumar said.

“164 proceedings will be 
included in the case,” he 
added.

Akleem has also been 
booked for alluring their 
daughter to convert her re-
ligion.

The SP further said, “A few 
months ago, the girl’s fam-
ily members had also filed a 
case against all the accused 
for alluring their daughter to 
convert her religion.” 
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110 m tall chimney of Tata Steel 
plant demolished in 11 seconds

A 110-metre-high, 27-year-
old chimney at Tata Steel’s 
Jamshedpur plant was 
demolished in 11 seconds 
with the implosion method 
in a safe and environment 
friendly way, informed Vice 
President of Tata Steel Plant, 
Avneesh Gupta on Sunday.

“The 27-year-old 110-me-
tre-high chimney of battery 
number 5 of the Jamshedpur 
plant was demolished us-
ing the implosion method, 
which made the demolition 
process safe for workers. It 
also saved time and was en-
vironment friendly too. The 
smoke tower was demol-
ished within 11 seconds,” 
Avneesh Gupta said.

The task of demolishing 
the chimney of the coke 
plant’s closed batter was giv-
en to South Africa’s Edifice 
Engineering India support-
ed by J Demolition Company. 
It is the same company that 
demolished Noida’s twin 
towers on August 28. The 
towers, Apex (32 floors) and 
Ceyane (29 floors), which 
are taller than the Qutub 
Minar in the national capi-
tal, were 100 metres tall and 

were brought down with 
explosives weighing at least 
3,700 kg, in the biggest ever 
planned tower demolition 
bid.

Tata Steel’s VP, Avneesh 
Gupta further said that the 
demolition took place suc-
cessfully and in a planned 
manner as it fell down zero-
degree, did not cause any 
loss of lives and was con-
ducted in an eco-friendly 
manner too.

“Before the dropping down 
of this chimney, a 75-year-
old, a repair shop of the coke 
plant of height 2 metres was 
demolished as rehearsal,” he 
added. Speaking at a press 
conference, the Vice Presi-
dent of the Tata Steel Plant 

also said that the company 
is planning to remove all the 
old plants and bring in new 
plants.

He said that out of the three 
closed units, two chimneys 
of 110 m were planned to be 
demolished, of which one 
that has been demolished 
on Sunday cost the company 
about Rs 2 crores.

The demolition of this 
chimney was followed by 
the use of ‘Water curtains’ 
to control the dust and 
‘Trenches with berms’ were 
also deployed to absorb vi-
bration. The use of ‘Steel 
wraps’ further prevented 
the debris from getting scat-
tered, Tata Steel said in a se-
ries of tweets. 
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Woman succumbs 
to injuries in foot 
overbridge collapse 

A 48-year-old woman suc-
cumbed to her injuries sus-
tained after a portion of the 
foot-over bridge collapsed at 
Balharshah Junction railway 
station in Chandrapur, offi-
cials said on Monday.

According to the officials, 
the woman died late Sunday 
during treatment. A slab of 
a Foot Over Bridge (FOB) 
connecting two platforms at 
the Balharshah railway sta-
tion in Maharashtra’s Chan-
drapur district collapsed on 
Sunday evening.

“A 48-year-old woman suc-
cumbed to injuries during 
treatment. She was injured 
during the foot overbridge 
collapse at Balharshah rail-
way station on Sunday,” 
Chandrapur District infor-
mation officer said today.

Earlier four people were 
reported to have sustained 
injuries during the mishap.

Yesterday, the Indian Rail-
ways announced ex-gratia of 
Rs 1 lakh to those grievously 

injured and Rs 50,000 to 
those who sustained simple 
injuries in the mishap.

All who sustained injuries 
were shifted to Civil Hospital 
after giving first aid.

The Central Railway (CR) 
has initiated an inquiry to 
ascertain the cause of the 
mishap.

According to railway of-
ficials, a part of the pre-cast 
slab of the foot over-bridge 
(FOB) at Balharshah, Nag-
pur division collapsed on 
Sunday at around 5.10 pm. 
This resulted in people who 
were using the bridge at that 
time to fall on the railway 
tracks.

“A part of the pre-cast 
slab of FOB at Balharshah 
railway station connecting 
platforms 1 and 2 have fallen 
down at around 5.10 pm on 
Saturday. It is mentioned 
here that not the FOB has 
fallen down, it’s a part of the 
pre-cast slab (a small part of 
the walkway),” Chief Public 
Relations Officer of Central 
Railway Shivaji Sutar had 
said earlier. 
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Kerala Minister for Law and Industries P Rajeev

border row

maharaShtra miniSterS Set to 
viSit belagavi on 3 dec
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in weSt bengal in madhya pradeSh

bjp proteStS over extra 
teacherS’ recruitment drive

brain dead patient giveS new life to  
8 perSonS by donating organS
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The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on Monday staged a 
protest outside the State As-
sembly over extra teachers’ 
recruitment drive passed by 
the state cabinet.

West Bengal’s Leader of 
Opposition (LoP) Suvendu 
Adhikari said that the cur-
rent cabinet led by Mamata 
Banerjee should tender their 
apology.

He said, “It’s a big scam. 
This cabinet, sworn in un-
der the Constitution, recom-

mended in Calcutta High 
Court through a cabinet note 
that non-qualified persons 
should be accommodated in 
recruitment. Mamata Baner-
jee and her cabinet should go 
behind the bars.”

BJP MLA Agnimitra Paul 
too accused the ruling party 
TMC and said that State Gov-
ernment planned that a non-
qualified person who will be 
sacked, would be appointed 
to these posts.

“Excess posts were created 
in Education Department. 
State Government planned 
that non-qualified persons 

who will be sacked, will be 
appointed to these posts. 
Education Secretary re-
vealed this before the Court. 
We demand that the cabinet 
be arrested as they’re doing 
corruption,” Agnimitra Paul 
said.

Notably, in an interim order, 
the Supreme Court on Friday 
stayed the Calcutta HC order, 
directing the CBI to start an 
inquiry into the source of an 
application in connection 
with alleged irregularities 
in appointment of teachers 
through the WB Central 
School Service Commission.

A 25-year-old youth of the 
city, Anmol Jain, who was 
declared brain dead, has 
given a new life to eight per-
sons by donating his organs. 

“Anmol met with an ac-
cident on 17 November and 
sustained severe injuries 
in the head. As a result of 
which, he was declared 
brain dead. The family mem-
bers of Anmol have decided 
to donate his organs and it 
will give a new life to eight 
people in Bhopal, Indore and 

Ahmedabad,” said Subodh 
Basnik, Medical Director of 
Siddhanta Hospital in Bho-
pal. 

“I would like to appreci-
ate the decision of kin that 
they decide to donate the 
organ. He is a young patient, 
his organs are in very good 

condition. Anmol’s eyes have 
been sent to Medical College 
Bhopal, one kidney has been 
sent to Chirayu hospital and 
another kidney is being kept 
in Siddhanta hospital itself. 
Anmols’s heart has been sent 
to CIMS hospital, Ahmed-
abad and Liver at Choithram 
hospital, Indore,” the doctor 
added. 

Anmol’s elder brother 
Aditya Jain said, “It was An-
mol’s desire that his organs 
should be donated. He was 
helping the people so much 
when he was alive then why 
not when he is leaving. Be-

sides, it will be a good mes-
sage for the society that we 
should look towards a new 
direction and promote such 
activity. We are proud that 
people get a new life because 
of our Anmol.” 

Notably, three green corri-
dors were set up in the city 
for the timely transfer of the 
organs from the Siddhanta 
hospital. One green corridor 
was set up to Chirayu hospi-
tal, Bhopal and one corridor 
to Indore. On the other hand, 
one route was made for Bho-
pal airport to send the organ 
to Ahmedabad. 

top of the day

drugS worth  
rS 20 lakhS 
Seized in mumbai
mumbai: a drug peddler 
was arrested and mD 
drugs worth rs 20 lakhs 
were seized from his 
possession from Dindoshi, 
mumbai, police said on 
monday. the peddler 
has been sent to police 
custody till December 1. 
Further investigation is 
underway, said Dindoshi 
police. Dindoshi police 
had received secret 
information that a peddler 
was coming to santosh 
nagar in goregaon area 
to sell drugs, after which 
the accused peddler was 
arrested by laying a trap.
mD drugs, commonly 
known as ecstasy, were re-
covered from the accused. 
probe is underway regard-
ing where he brought 
drugs and to whom he was 
going to supply.

dead bodieS 
of ‘couple’ 
recovered from 
water tank 
barmer: Dead bodies of 
a woman and a man were 
found floating in a water 
tank in motisara village 
of sindhari police station 
area of barmer district, 
the local police said.
the deceased have been 
identified as channani 
and Jogaram, residents of 
sindhari. the local police 
reached the spot and took 
out the dead bodies.
as per the information, 
there was a love affair 
between the married 
woman channani and 
Jogaram. both were miss-
ing from the house since 
13 november, after which 
a missing report was also 
registered at the sindhari 
police station. the dead 
bodies of both are said 
to be about ten days old 
due to which they were 
completely rotten.

fire breakS out 
at yarn mill in 
dindigul
DinDigul: a fire broke 
out at a private yarn mill 
in the saminathapuram 
area near palani in tamil 
nadu’s Dindigul district.
according to the Dindigul 
superintendent of police 
(sp) bhaskaran, the fire 
occurred after a boiler in 
the yarn mill exploded. 

“the fire took place when 
the boiler in the plant 
exploded.” sp bhaskaran 
told ani on the phone 
adding that no casualties 
have been reported so far.
Four fire tenders have 
reached the spot and 
are currently deployed to 
douse the fire.

ncb SeizeS 
drugS from two 
foreignerS in 
goa
panaJi: the narcotics 
control bureau (ncb) 
goa on monday arrested 
two foreign nationals and 
recovered multiple drugs 
from the possession of 
this father-daughter duo, 
here. acting on a specific 
input, the ncb busted an 
international cartel active 
in goa and arrested one 
russian lady ambika and 
one british citizen J. lee, 
who is the former’s father, 
an official statement said.
according to a statement, 
the ncb officials seized a 
total of 107 mDma tablets, 
40 grams of high-grade 
mephedrone and 55 
grams of high-quality 
hashish from their pos-
session on sunday. 

A screen grab of the Tata Steel’s Jamshedpur plant chimney 
falling off after demolition on Sunday.
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Former Kerala BJP Presi-
dent V Muraleedharan re-
acted to Sunday’s violent 
protest and attack at the 
Vizhinjam Police Station 
and criticised the state gov-
ernment by alleging that it 
“failed to convince people” 
regarding the benefits of the 
port project.

“It is the failure of the gov-
ernment in convincing the 
agitators on benefits of the 
project,” V Muraleedharan 
said while stressing the 
non-involvement of state 
Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan in the “serious is-
sue”. He said that the gov-
ernment is not seriously 

concerned about the issue 
and the Chief Minister is 
not yet involved in the is-
sue as is evident with the 
all-party meeting (regard-
ing the project) convening 
at the district level.

“It is a serious issue that 
erupted in Thiruvanantha-
puram at the project site. In 
fact, the agitation has been 
going on in the city for a 
long time by the people who 
are affected perhaps. Their 
concerns are definitely to be 
addressed,” he added.

He further said, “At the 
same time, the government 
should be firm on the con-
tinuation of the project. At 
this point, nobody in Kerala 
would feel that the project 
should be shelved.”

‘State government failed to 
convince people’
TDG NETWORK
new Delhi  

Brain dead patient Anmol Jain



The Pakistan govern-
ment has recom-
mended to the Presi-

dent to appoint Lt. Gen. 
Syed Asim Munir as Chief 
of Army Staff and Lt. Gen. 
Shamshad Mirza as Chair-
man of Joint Chief of Staff 
Committee (CJCSC). Gen 
Munir was commissioned in 
the frontier Force Regiment 
and deemed to be a close 
aide of outgoing Army Chief 
Gen Bajwa. Incidentally, 
Gen. Munir was supposed 
to be superannuated from 
service on 27 November 22; 
however, his term as COAS 
will be extended further for 
three years. He has served 
as Chief ISI and DG Military 
intelligence as well. His term 
as DG ISI was terminated 
by then Prime minister Im-
ran Khan after a very short 
tenure due to certain contro-
versies. Hence, it is expected 
that his stand will not be in-
clined towards former PM. 
So far as India is concerned, 
not much change in the poli-
cies of Pakistan is expected 
under his regimen.

Considering total involve-
ment and supremacy of 
Army in the politics and 
decision-making in Pakistan 
since its creation in 1947, in-
deed Pakistan has witnessed 
unprecedented turmoil re-
cently when a former Prime 
Minister has been openly 
and continuously confront-
ing with the Army chief 
and Armed forces since his 
ouster off the chair. This 
most explosive stance taken 
by Imran Kahn, including 
his long march  and massive 
mobilization of  public in his 
support and against present 
Prime Minister and Army 
Chief, was never imagined 
or ever happened in the his-
tory of Pakistan .The mas-
sive civil protest against 
Army, the most powerful in-
stitution of the country that 
to labelling several charges 
of corruption and misappro-
priation against top brasses 
of the Pak Army, is indeed 
unimaginable .The joint 
press conference held by the 
chief of ISI and ISPR was 
also a singular occurrence 
in the history of Pakistan 
when the Army was forced 
to hold a press conference to 
defend itself. This had gen-
erated extraordinary inter-
est and media hype within 
and outside the country to 
probe into the appointment 
of Gen Bajwa’s successor. 
Hence, it is worth analyzing 
to find out the genesis and 
root cause of flowing wind 
of changes and enthusiasm 

of masses intended to ensure 
ouster of the army from the 
power centre or to explore 
any probability of Army to 
bounce back in the politics 
of Pakistan with full swing.

Since 1947, Pakistan has 
never acted as a unified 
country. Military and power 
remained under supremacy 
of rich Panjabi landlord and 
other elite communities. 
Sindh province had little 
say despite industrial hub 
Karachi as part of the Sindh. 
Balochistan and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa had different 
system of local administra-
tion and never ever been 
integrated into the main 
stream rather grossly dis-
criminated and suppressed 
by the strong Punjabi lob-
bies all the time. Exploita-
tion of natural resources, in-
justice and brutality against 
tribal are other noted rea-
sons of unrest in these two 
provinces. The root cause 
of disintegration of East 
Pakistan and rise of a new 
country Bangladesh was 
also based on the exploita-
tions and denial of legitimate 
power to Bengali Muslims 
by the strong Punjabi Mus-
lim lobbies, despite getting 
absolute majority in the first 
and only fair elections ever 
held in Pakistan. Poor in-
frastructure, lack of educa-
tion, huge disparity among 
all regions and massive 
corruption among political 
leadership made army much 
strong and unified force in 
the Pakistan. Constitution 
has been drafted, abolished 
or revised at numerous oc-
casions as per the need and 
desire of the Armed forces 
and elite lobbies.

The Pakistan Army is the 
sixth largest armed forces 
of the world. Its strength 
and deployment of corps 
during peace has provided 
absolute dominance over 

civil administration, law 
and order enforcement 
agencies across the coun-
try. The Pakistan Army is 
running multiple industrial 
industries, including Oil 
and Gas, Power plant, min-
ing, infrastructure develop-
ment, housing, education 
and welfare institutions 
and many more enterprises 
across the country of  esti-
mated worth of  more than 
200 billion rupees. Public 
sector institutions and com-
panies are also handled by 
serving or retired Generals. 
Even CPEC (China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor) mega 
projects of more than 60 bil-
lion dollars is directly under 
control of Army being chair-
man is a retired General 
.Though Chief of Army staff 
and Joint Chief of Armed 
Forces (equivalent to CDS in 
India and other countries) 
are appointed by the Presi-
dent on the recommenda-
tion of Prime Minister, the 
key to main power remains 
with the chief of Army staff 
only since he holds com-
plete command on Military 
Operations, intelligence, 
posting, promotions of se-
nior military officer as well 
as the authority to take de-
cisions on the procurement 
and all crucial aspects of 
administrations. Two most 
important military estab-
lishments like Inter Service 
Intelligence (ISI) and The 
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) (are headed by 

the serving Military Gen-
erals chosen by the Army 
Chief and report directly 
to him. ISI is known to act 
against other countries, but 
an important tool to control 
political leaders as well as to 
engage in so many illegal ac-
tivities like smuggling, drug 
trafficking and promoting 
terror organizations within 
and outside the country. 
IPSR takes full control over 
speeches and media ap-
pearance of Government 
of Pakistan, including on 
Prime ministers speeches. 
The Pakistan Army Chief di-
rectly controls strategic and 
nuclear force. In addition, he 
holds almost final say in all 
matters of Defence and For-
eign policies of the govern-
ment of Pakistan; hence, he 
is able to have firm grip on 
the pulse of the government. 
No wonder all major powers 
like USA, China and Russia 
give more importance and 
prefer to deal directly with 
the Pakistan Army Chief, 
rather than with the weak 
civil government.

Despite such strong con-
stitutional and executive 
position of Army Chief, the 
massive protests and mass 
anger against armed forces 
indeed is a strange situation 
in the Pakistan. The collapse 
of governance, recession, 
huge international debt, ill 
management of  Covid pan-
demic, massive unemploy-
ment and soaring inflation, 
growing influence of China 

in Pakistan through CPEC 
projects, especially in Balo-
chistan and Sindh prov-
inces, compounded with 
prevailing massive corrup-
tion and nexus among civil 
leadership and top brasses 
in Army has infused fuel 
to fire. Imran Khan is able 
to convince masses against 
huge money laundering by 
two main political parties 
belong to Nawaz Sharif, 
his brother, Zardari Bhutto 
families and their nexus 
with the army.

The Pakistan Army has 
learnt the trick of the trade 
to dominate and run the 
government while appar-
ently remaining on the back 
seat and steer and a hold 
firm grip. Army continues 
to retain its absolute su-
premacy in the governance 
by all means as well as to 
ensure and safeguard its in-
stitutional power, position 
and individual interests of 
the top brasses rather than 
taking over direct control 
over the regime as it used to 
be under military dictator 
ship for several decades in 
the past.

Undoubtedly, politics and 
the future system of gover-
nance and role of Armed 
forces within the system in 
Pakistan is at a crossroads. 
The functioning and in-
tentions of Gen Munir as 
successor of Gen Bajwa, in 
future will not only deter-
mine the ultimate influence 
upon politics and electoral 
process, but also the fate of 
the present prime minister, 
it will definitely prove to be 
a game changer either way 
in the future.
Major General J.K.S. Parihar, 
Sena Medal, Bar to Vishisht 
Seva Medal (Retd.); former 
Additional Director General, 
AFMS, and an expert on de-
fence and international strate-
gic affairs.

Pak at a crossroads with 
new Army chief in place
Undoubtedly, politics and the future system of governance and role of the armed 
forces within the system in Pakistan are at a crossroads. So far as India is concerned, 
not much change in Pakistan’s policies is expected under the Asim Munir regimen.

ARMY SUPREMACY

CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE

Some are calling it the “white paper revolution”, oth-
ers the “blank paper protests” or the “A4 revolution” 
where civilians hold up a piece of blank paper of A4 
size, to register their protest against their authoritar-
ian government. Characterised as “passive aggres-
sion”, the protests are spreading—from campus to 
campus, from city to city. Crowds of protesters are 
out on the streets, honking horns, tearing down bar-
riers, raising slogans, asking their leader and govern-
ment to resign. Who would have thought even a week 
ago that all this is possible in the People’s Republic of 
China, where Dictator-in-Chief and President-For-
Life, Xi Jinping has created what he calls the “whole 
process people’s democracy”? According to PRC 
propagandists, this “Communist-style democracy” 
not only upholds social equity and justice, but also 
is far superior to “western-style democracy”. But the 
people of China beg to differ, the reason why cries 
of “give us freedom”, “give us democracy”, “we want 
universal values”, “we don’t want dictatorship” are 
reverberating across the country, including in major 
cities such as Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Wu-
han and Urumqi. Protests are being organised even 
by Chinese overseas students, many of whom were 
assumed to be a part of the propaganda arm of the 
Communist regime. In a heavily censored country 
like China, news does not come out easily, but the 
protests have acquired enough visibility for China-
based correspondents of international media organ-
isations to report that they have not seen anything 
like this during their stay there. Apparently, similar 
protests—or perhaps of greater intensity—were last 
witnessed in 1989, in the months leading up to the 
Tiananmen Square massacre of Chinese students by 
the Communist regime. That was more than 30 years 
ago, when the young students currently protesting on 
the campus of Beijing’s Tsinghua University, the alma 
mater of Xi Jinping, were not born. Tiananmen is too 
far back in time for its memory to have lasted, but it 
seems the desire for democracy that propelled the 
Tiananmen movement has resurfaced again because 
of Xi Jinping’s inhuman Covid policies that have de-
stroyed the lives of the Chinese in the last three years.

Has Xi’s authoritarianism got tinged with a bit of 
madness? As else there is no way to explain why he 
would pursue the oppressive policy of locking up his 
own people in their homes, sometimes literally, by seal-
ing doors and barricading neighbourhoods. If people 
starve because of such a policy, so be it. This amounts 
to torture—and all this at a time when the rest of the 
world has learned to live with Xi Jinping’s virus and 
have gone back to a normal life. The tipping point for the 
Chinese seems to have been the recent fire in a high-rise 
building in Urumqi, in Xinjiang province, where the 
barricading and related obstacles hindered fire engines 
from taking appropriate action on time, resulting in the 
deaths of at least 10 people. Protests started on Chinese 
social media sites, which then spread to the ground. 
The Communist state has responded predictably, by 
assaulting and arresting the protesters, apart from 
erecting more barriers to stop them from gathering. 
Even the telecast of FIFA World Cup matches is be-
ing tampered with to ensure viewers do not get to see 
spectators enjoying themselves in Qatar’s stadiums 
without any restrictions.

It’s ironic that these protests would start just a month 
after the conclusion of the 20th National Congress of 
the Chinese Communist Party, where Xi Jinping was 
given a third unprecedented term, making him the most 
powerful general secretary of the Communist Party 
after Mao Zedong. He was hailed as the “saviour” of the 
Chinese people. Those people are now making it known 
to the world how hated he is. That the upper echelons 
of the Communist Party did not see this coming, proves 
how out of touch they are with the ground. Xi should 
be worried when the same people who apparently were 
his biggest supporters start speaking of how wrong 
they were to criticise Hong Kong’s pro-democracy 
movement—such posts from Chinese social media 
have started surfacing internationally. China’s bubble 
of prosperity has burst courtesy Xi Jinping’s wrong 
policies. In democracies, leaders who lead their country 
down a disastrous path have to leave the seat of power. 
Xi would have the Chinese believe that prosperity can 
be a substitute for freedom, and it seems that his policy 
was working. But when prosperity vanishes, then it’s 
but natural that people start feeling the lack of freedom.

Will these protests be enough to unseat Xi Jinping? 
Unlikely, because he draws his power from both the 
party and the military, and no one will dare to touch 
him, at least at present. He may also be too desperate 
as he is not sure he will survive a life without power. 
In fact, the worry is that to protect himself he may try 
to divert the people’s attention by launching a kinetic 
conflict against either Taiwan or India. These two coun-
tries need to be extra vigilant in this regard.

Also, will it be too much to expect that countries such 
as the United States will impose sanctions on Xi Jinping 
and the Communist Party for grave violations of human 
rights? The US should prove it’s not just a financial 
superpower, but a moral one too. The international 
community must support the people of China. Think 
of the reaction if similar protests had broken out in Rus-
sia against Vladimir Putin—the western world would 
have jumped right into that cauldron in support of the 
people. But they are silent in Xi’s case.

As or Xi Jinping, the people of China have spoken 
against. He must pay heed and resign.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
TIANANMEN REDUX?

XI JINPINg MUST 
RESIgN

Same sex marriage is still 
considered a big taboo 
around the world, especial-
ly in India, although people 
are trying to break this norm 
around them by fighting for 
their rights and is slowly 
gaining a hold across the 
world. Despite changes in 
law and norms with time, 
it is still a matter of concern 
in the eyes of many who be-
lieve that homosexual mar-
riage is sin.

People tend to infer and 
reinforce social norm in 
this divided world with a 
set mindset. While half the 
people believe that hav-

ing a choice of our own in 
regard to what gender we 
marry should be of one’s 
own choice and be consid-
ered as their constitutional 
right, the other half is still 
against the idea of same-sex 
marriage.

Same sex marriage and 
their rights over time has 
become one of the most con-
troversial issues of our time. 
Over the years, there has 
been a debate on whether 
same sex marriage should 
be legalized. The debate on 
same-sex marriage evokes 
much discussion on wheth-
er the homosexual should 
enjoy equal access or not. 
The question of legaliza-
tion of same-sex marriage is 
treated as an issue in many 
other countries, including 
India. Same sex couples 
(gays, lesbians and other 
sexual minorities) have long 
been discriminated against 
so far. For some countries, 
these debates have helped 
in recognition of the right of 
same-sex couples to marry.

Same sex marriage has 

not been legally recognised 
in India nor have they been 
provided with any limited 
rights such as civil and do-
mestic partnership. Howev-
er, countries like Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Co-
lumbia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Iceland, Ireland, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Mex-
ico, The Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Portugal, 
South Africa, Spain, Swe-
den, Switzerland, Taiwan, 
United Kingdom, United 
States and others have le-
gally recognized and imple-
mented their rights.

Despite a large number of 
protests from groups and 
individuals who demand 
that same-sex relationship 
or marriages must be law-
fully accepted, many states 
have maintained their si-
lence and there has been a 
constitutional ban on simi-
lar sex marriages and rela-
tionship. The process has 
been seemed influential in 
bringing the change in pub-

lic opinion in many western 
countries.

Looking historically, it 
evidently indicates that ho-
mosexuality (gays, lesbians) 
was not considered inferior 
in anyway until about 18th 
century during British colo-
nel rule.

On 6 September 2018, a 
five-judge constitutional 
bench of the Supreme Court 
of India invalidated part of 
Section 377 of Indian Penal 
Code, hence making ho-
mosexuality legal in India 
and by striking down the 
colonial-era law that made 
same-sex punishable by 10 
years in prison.

The ruling also applied to 
Jammu and Kashmir state 
under Article 141 of the Con-
stitution of India and Delhi 
Agreement Act 1952.

However, they are still not 
legally recognized in India 
and many of the legal and 
financial rights acknowl-
edged to marital status were 
rejected in relevance to the 
same-sex marriage.

The Supreme Court grant-

ed homosexual couples the 
freedom to lead a dignified 
private life, but allowed 
them only “basic right to 
companionship so long as 
such companionship is con-
sensual, free from the vice of 
deceit, force, coercion, and 
does not result in the viola-
tion of fundamental rights 
of others,” it said, citing the 
court ruling in the Navtej 
Singh Johar case.

In Indian culture, it is a fact 
that all the advantages avail-
able to opposite-sex couples 
are still inaccessible to ho-
mosexuals. The arguments 
on same-sex marriage is an 
important topic to be dis-
cussed about; the issue of le-
galization of same-sex mar-
riages is debated in many 
states of India and around 
the globe.

On 25 November 2022, a 
gay couple had moved the 
apex court of India under 
the Special Marriage Act 
for legal recognition of their 
marriage as India does not 
possess any unified mar-
riage law. This has been 

taken into cognizance by the 
apex court which had issued 
notice to the Indian govern-
ment to legalize same-sex 
marriages and association 
between the members of 
LGBTQ community.

The Special Marriage Act 
of 1954 provides a civil form 
of marriage for couples 
who cannot marry under 
their personal law. The nine 
pending petitions regard-
ing legalization of same-sex 
marriages before the Kerala 
and Delhi High Courts are 
also transferred to the Su-
preme Court for a uniform 
decision. However, the legal 
structure which governs 
marriage in India does not 
allow members of homo-
sexual communities or the 
LGBTQ+ community to en-
force the fundamental rights 
which have been guaranteed 
to them under our Constitu-
tion.

Aprajita Vats is an advocate 
who resides in New Delhi. She 
currently works as an associate 
in Legally Speaking website.

Should same-sex marriage be legalised in India?

opinion
J.K.S. Parihar
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The functioning and intentions of General 
Asim Munir as successor of General Bajwa 
will not only determine the Pakistan Army’s 
ultimate influence on politics and the 
electoral process, but will also determine 
the fate of the present prime minister.

The issue of legalization of same-sex marriages has been debated in many states of India and around the globe.
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The Central govern-
ment of India in the 
case Ram Ramas-

wamy And Ors. v. Union of 
India And Ors observed and 
has filed a reply to the plea 
by a group of researchers 
and academicians wherein 
seeking directions for gov-
erning investigating agen-
cies regarding examination, 
seizure and preservation of 
personal electronic and digi-
tal devices and their contents. 
The Court while objecting 
to the return of electronic 
devices and personal digital 
which belongs to academ-
ics, it has been stated by the 
Centre that there can be no 
blanket orders for returning 
seized devices which are un-
der investigation.

However, it has been sub-
mitted by the Centre that 
the accused may be allowed 
for seeking the cloned im-
ages of the hard drive of the 
devices which have been 
seized by the investigating 
agency under Section 451 

of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, and the appropriate 
cases. Further, since the de-
gree of sensitivity varies in 
different cases, it has been 
submitted by the centre that 
a blanket order, wherein 
seeking to return all devices 
would not be appropriate.  It 
was observed that as per the 
centre, the right to privacy is 
being implicit in the concept 
of individual autonomy and 

liberty, it is not an absolute 
right and is subjected to re-
strictions which is based on 
compelling public interest. 
It has also been stated that 
the vast majority of the ap-
prehensions which is being 
raised by the petitioners 
had been noted and can be 
addressed by adherence 
to the CBI Manual, 2020. 
Adding to it, it was stated 
that most of the agencies 

had the procedural SOPs 
in relation to the subject 
matter and the CBI Manual 
dealt in relation with the 
subject of digital evidence 
and has designed a proce-
dure along with safeguards 
which were in tune with the 
constitutional and statutory 
provisions of the country.  
Further, the Centre stated 
that the uniform guidelines 
for all law enforcement 

agencies could only be is-
sued with all stakeholders 
after a wider consultation 
which includes the States, 
wherein considering the 
federal structure and the 
entries which is being stated 
in the 7th schedule.
Accordingly, a cost of 

Rs.25,000 has been im-
posed by the court on the 
Centre for failing to file the 
counter-affidavit.

IN COURT

CENTRE TELLS SUPREME COURT: 
RIGHT TO PRIVACY NOT ABSOLUTE, 
INVESTIGATING AGENCIES HAVE SOPS 
ON SEIZURE OF DIGITAL DEVICES

TDG NETWORK 

The Madhya Pradesh High Court in the case 
Anand Kumar and anr. v. Lakhan Jatav ob-
served and has recently affirmed an order 
of the family court granting the custody of 
a motherless minor child to his father over 
his maternal grandparents. Thus, an appeal 
was dismissed by the High Court preferred 
by the maternal grandparents against the 
family court’s order.

The bench comprising of Chief Justice 
Ravi Malimath and Justice Anand Pathak 
observed and has come to the conclusion 
that the child’s welfare lay in living with 
his father. The court while testing the case 
on the anvil of the welfare of the minor and 
the comparative resources of the parties. It 

has also been noted by the court that as per 
Section 6 of the Hindu Minority & Guard-
ianship Act, 1956, the father is the Natural 
guardian of the minor.

However, the bench ordered that the ma-
ternal grandparents will have visitation 
rights to interact with the child and while 
taking note of the overall wellbeing of the 
minor every Saturday and Sunday between 
11 am to 2 pm and/or any day and time mu-
tually fixed by them. The court stated while 
observing regarding the pendency of the 
criminal case against the respondent, it has 
been noted by the Court that the prosecu-
tion could not prove the case beyond rea-
sonable doubt and therefore, the acquittal 
has been recoded in favor of the respondent. 
Consequently, the appeal was dismissed.

IN COURT

Madhya Pradesh High Court: 
Affirmed Family Court’s 
Order Granting Motherless 
Minor’s Custody To Father 
Over Maternal Grandparents

TDG NETWORK 

It does not seem to make any sense 
to suggest that only Eastern UP is 
alone best suited for High Court and 
a single Bench and so also capital of 
UP and Western UP and so also 
Bundelkhand and Purvanchal are 
totally legally worthless just not 
fit to be given even a Single High 
Court Bench under any circum-
stances! Just holding talks and long 
seminars on Constitution and ap-
plauding it for promising equality 
to all as envisaged in Article 14 of 
the Constitution does not seem to 
make any sense if they are actually 
not implemented on the ground. 
The argument that only Eastern UP 
is best suited for High Court and a 
single Bench is totally misconceived 
and unsustainable. Those who 
support such senseless arguments 
must never gloss over what former 
CJI Jagdish Singh Khehar had once 
said so famously that, “One set of 
citizens cannot prosper at the cost 
of another set of citizens, for that 
would not be fair or unreasonable.”

It cannot be glossed over that for 
securing a High Court Bench in 
West UP, the lawyers have waged 
a very long and relentless battle 
and have gone on hunger strikes 
as in 1978, 6 months strikes as 
in 2001, two months strike as in 
2009-10 and so also 3 to 4 moths 
strike as in 2014-15 and strikes on 
Saturday since May 1981 till now by 
end of November 2022 and many 
times even on Wednesday and this 
Wednesday on November 30, 2022, 
the lawyers of West UP will gather 
at Meerut and chalk out strategies 
to give quick momentum to the age 
old demand for a High Court Bench 
here! It also cannot be glossed over 
that the lawyers of West UP have 
gone hither and thither in last 75 
years doing padyatras and what not 
still no Bench created anywhere till 
now. It is high time and now Centre 
must act promptly to create a High 
Court Bench in West UP!

What is infinitely more outra-
geous is that Centre is still just not 
prepared to relent on it. More than 
anyone, it is Centre which is vested 
with the untrammelled power to 

create more High Court Benches 
as was even conceded by former 
CJI Ranjan Gogoi who will hear-
ing a PIL filed by women lawyer 
KR Chitra conceded that there is 
legitimate ground for creation of 
High Court Bench in West UP as 
litigants have to travel whole night 
and half a day up till Allahabad to 
just attend court hearings but made 
it crystal clear that it is for Centre to 
take the final call on it! I am shocked 
and saddened beyond measure to 
see how Centre has strangulated 
the legitimate need of a High Court 
Bench for West UP! Why Centre is 
wedded to one-sided and lopsided 
view that only Eastern UP alone is 
fit for a High Court Bench?

Why is Centre so tongue tied on 
setting up of High Court Benches 
in needy States like UP, Rajasthan, 
Odisha and lawless State like Bihar? 
It is best to junk the junk Law Com-
mission Report made more than 65 
years ago forbidding the creation 
of more High Court Benches and 
adopt the recent 230th report of 
Law Commission of India which 
recommended creation of High 
Court Benches in all States and not 
just in one State named Karnataka 
where two more High Court Bench-
es were created for Dharwad and 
Gulbarga for just 4 and 8 districts 
respectively! The moot question 
is: Why is Centre still clinging to 
the junk Law Commission of India 
report submitted in mid 1950s just 
like a drunkard clings himself to a 
lamppost not to light himself on the 

way but to hide his own darkness 
from the rest of the world?

It is sad, shocking and surprising 
that why UP has least High Court 
Benches in India and West UP and 
lawless Bihar have none! Centre 
needs to promptly shun the bad 
habit of passing the buck of deci-
sion making to the Chief Justice 
of the Allahabad High Court as it 
has been doing since past 75 years 
or somebody else and get into the 
mindset of helping people by mak-
ing processes easier for them by in 
turn facilitating the creation of a 
High Court Bench in West UP! Why 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru took no 
time to create a High Court Bench 
for Lucknow which is so close 
to Allahabad? Should Centre not 
take some lesson from his decision 
and do the same in West UP, Bun-
delkhand and Purvanchal also?

Why when UP has maximum 
pending cases  does it have just one 
Bench and here too why when max-
imum cases are from West UP still 
why there is no High Court Bench 
here? Why less deserving States 
have more High Court Benches 
than UP? UP having least High 
Court Benches in India and West 
UP none is the biggest stain on In-
dian democracy!

The fundamental point that I wish 
to make here is: For how long will 
Centre and Supreme Court just 
gloss over the compelling and le-
gitimate demand for a High Court 
Bench in West UP and keep denying 
even a single High Court Bench as 

it has been doing most senselessly 
since last 75 years even though at 
Lucknow it created a Bench just less 
than one year after independence 
on July 1 in 1948? It is the bounden 
duty of the Centre that the relent-
less struggle by lawyers of West UP 
is taken to its logical conclusion by 
approving most promptly a High 
Court Bench in West UP. If this is 
not done soon then lawyers of West 
UP of all the districts here will keep 
boycotting work as they will boycott 
on November 30, 2022 and assem-
ble and chalk out strategies on how 
to give a huge momentum to the 
relentless struggle for a High Court 
Bench in West UP by intensifying 
the agitation!

It must be definitely asked: Why 
Centre has always cold shouldered 
UP and in particular West UP by 
denying it even a single High Court 
Bench even though Justice Jaswant 
Singh Commission headed by for-
mer Supreme Court Judge Justice 
Jaswant Singh appointed by Centre 
itself had recommended High Court 
Bench for it and on its recommenda-
tions Benches were created in other 
States which already had multiple 
Benches! Why such an open cheat-
ing with UP and West UP in par-
ticular? In one line I will now like 
to conclude by saying that enough 
is enough and Centre must now 
stop fooling the more than 10 crore 
people of West UP on the key issue 
of High Court Bench by dishing out 
one lame excuse or the other to deny 
it its fair due!  

IN COURT

Neither High Court Nor Even A 
Bench For Western UP
PARVEZ ALAM 

The Uttarakhand High 
Court in the case Birendra 
Singh v. Union of India and 
Others observed and has 
stayed till December 15, all 
construction and develop-
ments activities in Jilling Es-
tate, a small village situated 
amidst untouched forests of 
Kumaon Himalayas.

The bench comprising of 
Chief Justice Vipin Sanghi 
and Justice R.C. Khulbe 
observed while perusing 
Google Map imagery which 
prima facie depicts green 
cover depletion, particu-
larly in 8.5 hectares of the 36 
hectares Estate. Thus, the 
8.5 hectares area appearing 
to have a high density of for-
est cover in the range of 40% 
or even more. It has been 

observed by the court that 
since the court is looking 
Google Map pictures, obvi-
ously, the conclusion cannot 
be final.  The court for prima 
facie evaluation, the court 
can certainly can take no-
tice of these pictures. It can 
be seen in the pictures that 
even in the dense tree cover 
area, developmental activity 
has been undertaken as the 
roads or the paths appear 
broader which is clearly de-
fined, and extended in their 
length.

However, the bench com-
pared the images from the 
year 2015, 2018 and 2022.

The bench during the 
hearing was informed that 
Devanya Private Resorts 
employed a JCB machine 
to carry-out development 
activities in the 8.5 hect-

ares’ area, which is being 
appeared to have dense tree 
cover and eventually may be 
declared as a Deemed Forest, 
sans permission. For resolv-
ing the issue of ‘Deemed For-
est’. A fresh inspection of the 
entire Jilling Estate has been 
ordered by the Court.

Retd. IFS Dr. Dvijendra 
Kumar Sharma has been 
appointed by the court as 
the court Commissioner to 
carry-out the local physi-
cal on-the-spot inspection 
and furnish a report in two 
weeks. Adding to it, the 
court stated that till the next 
date, all further construc-
tions and development ac-
tivities in Jilling Estate shall 
remain stayed.

Accordingly, the court list-
ed the matter for next hear-
ing to December 15.

IN COURT

UTTARAKHAND HC STAYS ALL 
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 
IN NAINITAL’S JILLING 
ESTATE: GOOGLE MAP PRIMA 
FACIE SHOWS GREEN COVER 
DEPLETION

TDG NETWORK 
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India cannot expect any-
thing better from whoever 
becomes the army chief in 
Pakistan. But Syed Asim 
Munir Shah, the master-
mind of the gruesome Pul-
wama attack, becoming the 
army chief of Pakistan is a 
matter of grave concern for 
India. Munir’s elevation 
also shows that terrorism 
runs in the blood of Paki-
stani rulers.

India has not forgotten 
the Pulwama attack of Feb-
ruary 14, 2019 even today. 
A vehicle carrying more 
than 100 kg of explosives 
collided with a Central 
Reserve Police Force bus. 
Some 40 CRPF personnel 
were martyred in that at-
tack. Pakistan-based ter-
rorist organisation Jaish-
e-Mohammed had taken 
the responsibility for the 
attack. Immediately after 
this attack, it was revealed 

in the initial investigation 
itself that not only Jaish-e-
Mohammed but the Paki-
stani intelligence agency 
ISI too was involved. Syed 
Asim Munir Shah was the 
chief of ISI at that time. 
The attack took place un-
der his direction but Imran 
was not even aware of it. If 
any country has to carry 
out any operation against 
another country, people 
occupying important posi-
tions like the Prime Min-
ister, defence minister and 
national security advisor 
definitely have the infor-
mation, but it is not so in 
Pakistan. The Pakistani 
army and ISI do everything 
themselves from planning 
to execution while keep-
ing the political establish-
ment in the dark and the 
latter comes to know about 
it only after the operation 
has been carried out. Be 
it Nawaz Sharif, Bena-
zir Bhutto or Imran, they 
did not even know what 
was happening! The army 
never allowed the elected 
representatives to establish 
themselves in Pakistan. 
The army and ISI run their 
parallel government. It is 
not hidden from anyone 
that all the terrorist organ-
isations are headed by offi-
cers of ISI and the military 

intelligence of Pakistan. 
They provide equipment, 
weapons and money to the 
terrorists. They give mon-
ey for payment of salaries 
to the terrorists. These ter-
rorists not only campaign 
against India but also work 
to disturb the political 
power within Pakistan and 
intimidate people so that 
no one defies their orders. 
The forces which do not 
want peace within India 
keep aiding and abetting 
the Pakistan army. Earlier 
a distant country used to 
help and now a neighbour-
ing country is doing it.

Imran Khan who became 
the target of all-round criti-
cism for the Pulwama at-
tack, found in the investi-

gation that Munir wanted 
to do something big as 
soon as he became the 
ISI chief in October 2018. 
The Pulwama attack was 
the culmination of that, 
but when on February 26, 
2019, India carried out an 
airstrike on a large camp of 

Jaish-e-Mohammed in Bal-
akot and many terrorists 
were killed, Imran Khan 
felt that Munir had got him 

trapped. In June 2019, Mu-
nir was removed from the 
post of ISI chief. In fact, 
since the beginning of 2017, 
when Munir was entrusted 
with the responsibility of 
military intelligence till his 
time as ISI chief, he made 
such predatory strategies 

that the relations between 
India and Pakistan went 
from bad to worse. Munir 
was taking a more anti-In-

dia stand while Imran was 
trying to improve relations 
with India. After being re-
moved from the post of ISI 
chief, Munir started oppos-
ing Imran Khan openly. He 
even commented on the al-
leged corruption of Imran’s 
wife Bushra Bibi.

Interestingly, the ten-
ure of Pakistan’s outgoing 
army chief Qamar Javed 
Bajwa is coming to an end 

on November 29. Munir 
was about to retire before 
this, but a major reason 
behind bringing him to the 
post of army chief is that 
he is anti-Imran. Experts 
of international affairs be-
lieve that there was a lot 
of pressure from China to 
elevate Munir as the army 
chief.  At present, Pakistan 
owes huge external debt to 
China and it does not have 
the courage to defy the lat-
ter’s orders. Moreover, 
there is a saying that in 
Pakistan the government 
does not have an army but 
the army has a govern-
ment. Although there were 
many such occasions dur-
ing Bajwa’s time when the 
army at least tried to show 

that it was away from pow-
er, it turned out to be only 
an illusion. The power lies 
only with the army. The 
Pakistani army does not 
want any friendly relation 
to be established with In-
dia whereas Imran want-
ed this. If friendly rela-
tions are maintained, how 
would the army be able to 
have an upper hand? You 
will be surprised to know 
that the whole attitude of 
the Pakistani army is like a 
commercial establishment. 
It has industries. It does 
trading too. The army has 
made itself so prosperous 
that the Pakistani govern-
ment virtually has no say 
at all. Those who are in the 
ruling establishment right 
now have accepted the su-
premacy of the army. They 
don’t have the power like 
Imran. There is no harm in 
saying that Munir, whose 
hands are stained with the 
blood of Pulwama attack, 
is the blue-eyed boy of the 
present government as 
well as the Pakistan army.

Now that Munir has been 
elevated as the army chief, 
it goes without saying that 
he will only work to fuel 
Pakistan’s anti-India poli-
cies. It is believed that he 
knows about every nook 
and corner of Kashmir. He 
is very close to the terror-
ists too. Now that he has 
become the de facto ruler 
of Pakistan, we need to be 
more careful. Our intelli-
gence apparatus should be 
strong enough to thwart 
any design of Munir and 
also give a swift befitting 
reply if he dared indulge in 
any misadventure!

How Munir became Pak army chief?
ANALYSIS
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In alignment with the Na-
tional Strategy for Sustain-
able Tourism and with an 
objective to enhance en-
gagement and participation 
of industry stakeholders in 
transition of Tourism sector 
towards sustainability path-
way, the Ministry of Tour-
ism, in partnership with the 
United Nations Environ-
ment Program (UNEP) and 
Responsible Tourism Soci-
ety of India (RTSOI organ-
ised a ‘CEO round table on 
Sustainable Tourism’ today. 

The round table aimed 
to enhance awareness of 
industry stakeholders on 
national and global priori-
ties for sustainable tourism 
and share and promote best 
practices on sustainable 
tourism. 

The round table followed 
and drew linkages with the 
following three important 

initiatives on sustainable 
Tourism, which was signed 
by participants, with an 
objective to accelerate sus-
tainable consumption and 
production (SCP) in tourism 
policies and practices for ad-
dressing the triple planetary 
crisis and accelerate low car-
bon, climate resilient and 
green economic transforma-
tion of tourism sector:

Travel for LiFE Pledge
Responsible Traveller 

Campaign
Global Tourism Plastics 

Initiative
 On the occasion Secretary, 

Ministry of Tourism Mr. 
Arvind Singh, said , ‘Every-
body wants to mainstream 
sustainability in all aspects 
of life, including tourism 
and highlighted the fact that 
with  G20 around the corner 
it is important to step up our 
commitment towards it. He 
also informed that there are 
four  tourism track meet-

ings slated to be held during 
G-20.  Shri Arvind Singh 
added that  it is the ideal 
time that India  should take 
the leadership position in 
responsible tourism.

The round table saw par-
ticipation from CEOs, se-
nior-mid level representa-
tives from the key industry 
groups, Ministry of Tourism, 
UN in India, UNEP, Respon-
sible Tourism Society of In-
dia, and technical agencies/
experts working on Sustain-
able Tourism. Tourism sec-
tor’s contribution to a grow-
ing economy and livelihoods 
for millions of people, is 
well recognised. It is an im-
portant driver for growth in 
economic activities and local 
livelihoods and an essential 
medium for showcasing 
natural and cultural heri-
tage. Tourismwas also one 
of the hardest hit sectors 
during the global COVID19 
pandemic and is constant-

ly dealing with growing 
threats of climate change, 
degradation of ecosystems 
and biodiversity loss. The 
COVID19 pandemic has 
further highlighted the 
link between human health 
risk, biodiversity, and the 
economic system, under-
scoring the need to simul-
taneously boost resilience 
and sustainability of the 
tourism sector, in response 
to the triple planetary crisis 
of climate change, biodiver-
sity loss, and pollution, to 
ensure prosperity for all.  
Prior to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the sector accounted 
for over 10% of global GDP 
and 10% of jobs worldwide 
with international tourist 
arrivals predicted to rise 
from 1.1 billion in 2014 to 1.8 
billion in 2030[1]. Due to 
this, in a ‘business-as-usual’ 
scenario, by 2050 tourism 
sector (globally) is set for 
an increase of 154% in en-
ergy consumption, 131% in 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
152% in water consump-

tion and 251% in solid waste 
disposal. Travel & Tourism 
sector is known to leave sig-
nificant environmental and 
carbon footprints. Addition-
ally, the growing plastics 
production and use, needs 
special attention of the tour-
ism sector to ensure reduc-
tion of plastic and enhance 
circularity in its use.

 In a post pandemic sce-
nario, where tourism sec-
tor is gradually recovering 
from the effects of pandem-
ic, there is an opportunity 
to accelerate transition of 
Tourism sector towards a 
more resilient, sustainable, 
and inclusive industry.  Its 
revival and sustainability 
will be critical to ensure its 
continued contribution to 
livelihoods and economies. 
In summary, sustainability 
needs to now define devel-
opment of the tourism sec-
tor in the 21st century.

On 4th June 2022, the 
Ministry of Tourism, in 
partnership with United 
Environment Program 

(UNEP) and Responsible 
Tourism Society of India 
(RTSOI) organized the Na-
tional Summit on Develop-
ing Sustainable & Respon-
sible Tourist Destinations 
and launched the National 
Strategy for Sustainable 
Tourism and Responsible 
Traveller Campaign. 

The National Strategy for 
sustainable tourism aims 
to mainstream sustainabil-
ity in Indian tourism sector 
and ensure a more resilient, 
inclusive, carbon neutral 
and resource efficient tour-
ism while safeguarding nat-
ural and cultural resources.

Tourism Industry’s tran-
sition to sustainability 
pathways will require sig-
nificant investment and 
innovation. Adopting low-
emissions technologies, op-
timizing resource use, re-
duction in operation costs, 
and increase in efficiency 
would be essential for im-
proving environmental 
performance and tackling 
climate change.

The Central Government 
released an amount of Rs. 
17,000 crore to States/UTs 
on 24.11.2022 towards the 
balance GST compensation 
for the period April to June, 
2022 (State-wise details as 
per Table below). The total 
amount of compensation re-
leased to the States/UTs so 
far, including the aforesaid 
amount, during the year 
2022-23 is Rs.1,15,662 crore. 

This is despite the fact that 
total Cess collection till Oc-
tober, 2022 is only Rs.72,147 
crore and the balance of Rs. 
43,515 crore is being released 
by the Centre from its own 
resources. With this release, 
the Centre has released, in 
advance, the entire amount 

of Cess estimated to be col-
lected this year till March-
end available for payment of 
compensation to States. This 
decision was taken to assist 
the States in managing their 
resources and ensuring that 
their programmes especially 
the expenditure on capital is 
carried out successfully dur-
ing the financial year.

Even in May this year, the 
Central Government had 
released Rs. 86,912 crore as 
provisional GST compensa-
tion to States for the period 
Feb-May’2022 despite the 
fact that there was only 
about Rs. 25,000 crore in 
the GST Compensation 
Fund, by making arrange-
ment of funds of around Rs. 
62,000 crore from its own 
resources.

TOURISM TAXATION

The Ministry of Tourism organises 
‘CEO round table on Sustainable 
Tourism’ with UNEP 

Centre releases 
Rs. 17,000 
crore of GST 
compensation to 
States/UTs

Munir was ISI chief at the time of Pulwama attack, angry Imran had removed him from the post within a few days

A man whose hands are stained with the blood of Pulwama attack 
has been made Pakistan’s new army chief. He frustrated Imran’s 
desire to bring about friendly Indo-Pak relations. Evidently, such 
a person becoming the de facto ruler of Pakistan is a matter of 
serious concern for us. India needs to exercise greater caution.

opinion
VIJAY DARDA



In worrying news around the ongoing mass anti-Covid re-
strictions protests across China, British Broadcasting Cor-
poration (BBC) has expressed concern over the treatment 
meted out by Chinese authorities, to its journalist, who was 
arrested and handcuffed while covering a similar ongoing 
protest in Shanghai.

In a statement, BBC showed concern over the reports that its 
journalist in China, Ed Lawrence, was beaten and kicked by 

the police while he was being arrested. “The BBC is extremely 
concerned about the treatment of our journalist Ed Lawrence, 
who was arrested and handcuffed while covering the protests 
in Shanghai. He was held for several hours before being re-
leased. During his arrest, he was beaten and kicked by the 
police. This happened while he was working as an accredited 
journalist,” BBC said. The BBC said it is very worrying that 
one of their accredited journalists was attacked in this way 
whilst carrying out his official duties. “We have had no official 
explanation or apology from the Chinese authorities, beyond 
a claim by the officials who later released him that they had 
arrested him for his own good in case he caught Covid from 
the crowd. We do not consider this a credible explanation,” 
the statement added. Meanwhile, huge protests continue 
across many cities in China. In an unprecedented show of 
defiance against the zero-Covid policy, protestors are even 
heard chanting “Step down, Xi Jinping! Step down, Com-
munist Party,” according to a CNN report. This large-scale 
protest was apparently sparked by an apartment block fire 
in Urumqi, the capital of the Xinjiang province, which killed 
at least 10 people on Thursday and has acted as a catalyst for 
searing public anger.

According to media reports, much of the demonstration 
started as videos emerged that seemed to suggest lockdown 
measures delayed firefighters from reaching the victims.

From the capital Beijing to the financial hub of Shanghai, 
people reportedly gathered to mourn the dead from the Xin-
jiang fire, while holding protests against zero-Covid policies.

By Sunday evening, on dozens of university campuses, stu-
dents demonstrated or put up protest posters. Protests also 
spread to Chengdu, Guangzhou and Wuhan, where residents 
called for not only an end to Covid restrictions.

At Tsinghua University, in the capital city Beijing, students 
gathered on a square to protest against zero-Covid.

Videos and images circulating on social media show stu-
dents holding up sheets of white paper and shouting: “De-
mocracy and rule of law! Freedom of expression!”
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after airstrikes

turkey aims to 
launch new ground 
operation in syria

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan has used the 
recent deadly bombing in Is-
tanbul which the Turkish gov-
ernment immediately blamed 
on Kurdish PKK and YPG 
forces, as an excuse to launch 
several air strikes on Kurdish 
forces in northern Syria and 
Iraq. He also uses the bomb-
ing as a pretext to launch a 
long-planned cross-border 
ground operation, despite 
calls by the US and Russia for 
restraint to be shown. Turkish 
Defence Minister Hulusi Akar 
was quoted by the official Anadolu news agency as saying 
that “so far 471 targets have been struck and 254 terrorists 
were neutralized in the operation”, while the Kurdish YPG 
which strongly denies any involvement in the Istanbul bomb-
ing says that 30 civilians and 11 of its fighters were killed. 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said that the strikes 
- were “only the beginning” and in a speech to AKP 
party members last Tuesday, reaffirmed his deter-
mination to create a “security corridor” in Syria. 
Then he boasted: “We have been bearing down on ter-
rorists for a few days with our planes, cannons and guns. 
God willing, we will root out all of them as soon as pos-
sible, together with our tanks, our soldiers. We are con-
tinuing the air operation and will come down hard on the 
terrorists from land at the most convenient time for us.” 
It should be noted that the US Pentagon expressed con-
cern about the Turkish air strikes in northern Syr-
ia, saying that they threaten the safety of US military 
personnel and stressed that the escalating situation 
jeopardised years of progress against ISIS militants. 

This is the first time 
that the general pub-
lic of China seems 

ready to take on the all-pow-
erful regime of the Chinese 
Communist Party, the cata-
lyst being all the atrocities 
they have faced under the 
Zero Covid policy and the 
overall miss management 
of China’s Covid situation. 
The people of China are 
openly speaking their minds 
in the form of protests which 
are now spread to many ma-
jor cities against the Chinese 
Communist Party and Xi 
Jinping himself. These pro-
tests are even bigger than 
the Tiananmen Square 
incident of 1989 and the 

slogans ‘Communist Party 
step down’ and ‘Xi Jinping 
step down’ are chanted for 
the first time in the country, 
Voices Against Autocracy re-
ported. These protests have 
now spread to other major 
cities like Guangzhou, Xinji-

ang, Wuhan, Chengdu, Dali, 
Lanzhou and Beijing that too 
with similar slogans against 
the CCP, Xi and the Zero 
Covid policy. The last time 
anything like this happened 
in china was during the May 
Fourth Movement in 1919 

and the Tiananmen Square 
incident in 1989, as reported 
by Voices Against Autocracy. 
Until now, the people were 
afraid of the repercussions 
that the CCP will make them 
go through on top of the un-
imaginable atrocities that 
they were already suffer-
ing. And because of this the 
protests that broke out were 
either suppressed or were 
not able to hold and grab at-
tention. 

However, this is the first 
time in decades that they 
have gathered to pres-
ent a united front against 
CCP,  said the report . 
After a fire broke out in the 
Jixiangyuan Community in 
Urumqi, Xinjiang China on 
November 24. People over-
all china university students 

are staging protests against 
the CCP and Jinping. In this 
fire, 10 people died and nine 
were injured including chil-
dren. All this was because 
of the extreme restrictions 
under the Zero Covid policy 
of China’s oppressive regime. 
The building that was burn-
ing ceased using metal wires 
because of which the people 
could not escape and the 
firemen could not reach the 
compound. According to 
Voices Against Autocracy 
on November 26 people of 
Shanghai gathered on the 
Urumqi Middle Road to 
mourn the deaths of these 
people. At this moment the 
slogans against Xi and CCP 
stepping down were chanted 
by people, Voices Against 
Autocracy reported.

zero covid policy

why current chinese protest is 
different from tiananmen square
TDG NETWORK
XINJIANG

The protests against the Chinese Communist Party and Xi Jinping 
himself have now spread to many major cities.

The plane crashed into the power lines of Montgomery County.

In order to tackle the China 
challenges, Japan’s Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida 
should draw attention to 
solving the domestic po-
litical obstacles first by 
striking a balance between 
reaching out to Beijing and 
staying keenly aware of do-
mestic public opinion on 
China’s actions, the Singa-
pore Post reported citing 
the analysts, Takashi Nak-
agawa and Seima Oki who 
wrote for a Japanese daily. 
Earlier on November 17, 
when Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and Japanese Prime 
Minister Kishida Fumio met 
in Bangkok for the Asia-
Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC) meeting and 
discussed the bilateral ties 
between the two nations. 
The two leaders report-

edly met for the first time in 
person in over three years. 
Throughout the meeting, 
the two presidents agreed 
on the importance of contin-
uously developing bilateral 
relations. They decided to 
send Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Hayashi Yoshimasa to 
China to promote that goal 
and maintain interaction, 
the Singapore Post reported. 
They were unable, however, 
to reach an agreement on is-
sues that could potentially 
undermine strong bilat-
eral ties, particularly those 
involving Taiwan and the 
Senkaku/Diaoyu islands, 
as was widely expected. 
When Kishida expressed 
concern about Taiwan, Xi 
said, “China does not en-
gage in the internal affairs 
of other nations, and it does 
not accept anyone interven-
ing in China’s internal affairs 
under whatever pretence.” 

A widespread power outage 
was seen after a small plane 
crashed into the power lines 
of Montgomery County in 
the US state of Maryland on 
Sunday night, the Washing-
ton Post reported citing the 
local authorities. 

The plane crash resulted 
in an electricity cut-off that 
affected over 90,000 homes 
and businesses throughout 
Montgomery County which 
is equivalent to one-quarter 
of the county facing the out-
age, however, no one was 
injured in the incident. “A 
small plane has crashed into 
power lines in the area of 

Rothbury Dr & Goshen Rd, 
taking out power to parts 
of the county. @mcfrs is 
on scene. PLEASE AVOID 
THE AREA, as there are 
still live wires,” the offi-
cial twitter handle of the 
Montgomery County De-
partment of Police tweeted. 
 The crash took place near-
by a commercial area due 
to rainy weather, however, 
its cause yet remains un-
known. One estimate in-
dicates that the plane may 
have hit lines as high as 10 
stories up. That could not be 
immediately confirmed, the 
Washington Post reported. 
The investigation of the 
plane crash is underway. 

china’s challenges

power outage

‘Japan’s pm should 
overcome domestic 
political obstacles’

plane crashes into 
u.s. power lines, 
cuts off electricity

Recep Tayyip Erdogan

BBC journalist Ed Lawrence. Photo: Twitter.

china crackdown

BBC journalist 
handcuffed, beaten 
up by authorities

geneva chapter

counter-terrorism body raises 
china blocking un move to 
designate global terrorists

The International Centre 
against Terrorism, Geneva 
raised the issue of China 
blocking the United Nations’ 
move to designate global ter-
rorists while paying tribute 
to the 26/11 victims of the 
Mumbai terrorist attacks on 
its 14th anniversary.

The group organised an im-
portant conference on “Let’s 
raise the voices of victims 
together after 14 Years of Re-
membrance and Tribute to 
the Victims of the Mumbai 
Terrorist Attacks” and was 
attended by a panel of experts 
from various countries. The 
panellists stressed the role of 
international criminal justice 
and cooperation between 
states in the rehabilitation of 
victims of terrorism.

The lack of cooperation and 
mutual legal assistance as in 
the case of Pakistani Jihad-
ist militant Sajid Mir, whom 
China blocked in the Security 
Council to avoid his being 
blacklisted by the United Na-
tions, said the press release.

The panel of speakers 
included -Pratik Dattani, 
Director of Bridge India 
Foundation, London; Prof K 

Warikoo, Secretary general, 
Himalayan Research and 
Cultural Foundation, Delhi; 
Stephane Michot, President 
of IDEAL International, 
Paris; Priyajit Debsarkar, 
Author and geo political ana-
lyst, London and Fazul Rah-
man Afridi, Human rights 
defender, Khyber Institute 
France. The Chairman and 
coordinator of the event was 
Biro Diawara, Director of the 
International Centre Against 
Terrorism.

Before the start of the meet-
ing, a 12-minute film was 
shown on the course of the 
Mumbai attacks. The par-
ticipants observed a minute’s 
silence in memory of the vic-
tims, added the release.

The entire panellist delib-
erated on the terrible atroci-
ties of terrorism and unit-
edly condemned the attack. 
Among the dead were 29 
foreign nationals. In the same 
framework, an exhibition 
took place at the Place des Na-
tions Unies. Unlike last year, 
the exhibition of images of 
the Mumbai terrorist attacks 
was a success with more than 
230 people visiting, includ-
ing diplomats, ambassadors, 
international civil society 
organisations, UN officials, 

tourists and Geneva citizens, 
added the release. Partici-
pants also raised the idea of 
the need for the creation of 
a UN voluntary fund for the 
rehabilitation of victims.

A proposal to hold a mul-
tilateral conference to com-
memorate the victims of ter-
rorism in global capital cities 
Paris, Delhi and London was 
suggested in association with 
a memorial construction en-
shrining the victims of the 
terrorism, added the release.

The panellists said that it 
is about time that the global 
League of Nations puts to-
gether the appropriate defi-
nition of terrorism as terror 
is blunt and makes no con-
sideration towards any race, 
religion or region. There is 
absolutely no justification for 
legitimizing the idea of a free-
dom fighter under the guise 
of violence and shedding the 
blood of the innocent. The 
free world should in a unani-
mous voice condemn the 
cornerstone of violence and 
the epicentre of global terror-
ism (be it either good or bad), 
the land of pure perpetuates 
and nurtures the paradise of 
violence and provides safe 
sanctuary to its assets, said 
the release.

general elections

Nepali Congress gets 
highest number of seats

Nepali Congress, the po-
litical party of caretaker 
Prime Minister Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba has secured 
the highest number of 
seats in the November 
20 election as the vote 
count nears a conclusion. 
At 53 the Nepali Congress 
has got the single highest 
number of seats under First-
Past-The-Post (FPTP) even 
though it had contested the 
election forming an alliance 
of five different parties, ac-
cording to the latest figures 
of the country’s Election 
Commission. Opposition 
CPN-UML (Communist 
Party of Nepal- Unified 
Marxist Leninist) has fallen 
to the second spot with 42 
seats by 11:15 am. Member 
of the ruling coalition CPN-
Maoist Center has stood 
third with 17 seats, CPN-
Unified Socialist fourth 

with 10 seats, Janata Sama-
jbadi, Rastriya Prajatantra 
and Rastriya Swatantra 
Party with 7 seats each. 
Along with the FPTP, the 
vote count of Proportionate 
Representation is also un-
derway where opposition 
CPN-UML has garnered 
over 2.5 million votes while 
Nepali Congress is follow-
ing with 2.3 million votes (as 
of 11:30 AM-Local Time). 
The Rastriya Swatantra 
Party has stood third in the 

line crossing the mark of 1 
million votes with the Mao-
ist Center in the fourth po-
sition crossing the mark of 
one million in the same time 
frame. According to EC’s 
preliminary estimate, voter 
turnout was 61 per cent. 
Under Proportionate Repre-
sentation, the provision has 
it that a party is required to 
get at least three per cent of 
the total number of votes cast 
to get seats meaning a single 
party in these elections 
should get over 320,000 
votes to secure seats. 
Making the division of seats 
on the basis of the PR votes 
also, Nepal still is going to get 
a hung parliament with par-
ties struggling to secure 50 
per cent seats in 275 seated 
House of Representatives. 
Out of the 275 seats 165 mem-
bers are being elected from 
the FPTP system while the 
110 will make their way into 
the lower house under the 
PR system.

PM Sher Bahadur Deuba

top of the day

three-week-old 
infant among 7 
dead in italy’s 
landslide
ROME: Seven people 
have been killed and 
five are feared missing 
after a landslide struck 
a densely populated port 
city on Italy’s Ischia island 
on Sunday, a US-based 
media publication said. 
The deceased include a 
3-week-old infant and a 
pair of young siblings who 
died as a result of getting 
buried under debris. Sev-
eral people are likely to be 
buried under the mud and 
debris in Casamicciola, a 
comune in the Metropoli-
tan City of Naples in the 
Italian region Campania, 
located in the northern 
part of Ischia Island. The 
landslide was so massive 
that it collapsed many 
buildings and pushed 
vehicles into the sea, ac-
cording to The Detroit. 

“Mud and water tend to 
fill every space,’’ Luca 
Cari, the spokesman for 
Italian firefighters, told 
Italy-based RAI state TV. 

“Our teams are searching 
with hope, even if it is very 
difficult.”

6 killed after 
Jeep falls into 
nullah in pok’s 
neelum valley
MUZAFFARABAD: Six 
people were killed and 
eight were injured after an 
overloaded jeep carrying 
voters fell into a nullah in 
Neelum valley of Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK), 
Dawn reported on Sunday. 
According to local police, 
the six people who died in 
the incident were women. 
The incident took place 
in the Chhari locality of 
Dudhnial at around 12:30 
pm when the jeep fell into 
a 300ft-deep dry nullah, 
Dawn reported quoting 
District Disaster Manage-
ment Officer Akhtar Ayoub 
as saying. The vehicle was 

“carrying people far beyond 
its capacity”, Ayoub added 
that the accident was 
severe and left people with 
fatal injuries. Report-
edly, the passengers were 
residents of Thanda Pani 
village located beside the 
Neelum River and had 
come to the nearby polling 
stations.

ten people 
arrested in 
brussels  
amid unrest
BRUSSELS: At least ten 
people were detained in 
Brussels, where riots 
erupted after Morocco 
beat Belgium 2-0 at the 
World Cup in Qatar, the 
Belgium-based RTBF 
broadcaster reports. 
Several people set trash 
containers on fire and 
threw bricks at vehicles in 
the center of Brussels on 
Sunday after Belgium’s 
loss. Media reports said 
police used water can-
nons and tear gas and 
that there were casual-
ties . The Belgium-based 
broadcaster said that 
about ten administrative 
arrests and one judicial ar-
rest were made amid the 
riots. Meanwhile, Le Soir 
said that about ten arrests 
were made in the port 
city of Antwerp on Sunday. 
Transport disruptions 
were reported in Belgium 
amid the Sunday riots.
Earlier, late goals by 
Abdelhamid Sabiri and 
Zakaria Aboukhlal pow-
ered Morocco to a 2-0 win 
over Belgium in a Group F 
match.
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Globally one in eight people 
today are migrants: WHO

Pakistan’s economy con-
tinues to deteriorate due to 
structural imbalances as 
several decisions regard-
ing the economic policies 
like taxes, subsidies etc 
in the South Asian coun-
try have remained unad-
dressed over time, Dr Sa-
kariya Kareem said while 
writing for Asian Lite. 
Islamabad’s foreign ex-
change crisis has worsened 
as reserves have been de-
pleted to a critical low of 
USD 8 billion, compared to 
over USD 20 billion in Au-
gust 2021, undermining the 
country’s ability to make in-
ternational payments..

Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) fell by 52 per cent in the 
first four months of the cur-
rent fiscal year FY23, show-
ing the country’s dismal eco-
nomic health. A sustained 
drop in remittances is adding 
to Pakistan’s currency woes. 
Remittances totalled USD 
9.9 billion in July-October 
2022, down 8.6 per cent 
from USD 10.827 billion in 
the same period last year. 
If the current trend contin-

ues, overall remittances in 
FY23, which ends in June, 
are expected to be close 
to USD 30 billion, down 
from USD 31 billion in FY 
2022, Asian Lite reported. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan’s tex-
tile exports have fallen to 
a 17-month low since May 
2021, owing to a global eco-
nomic slowdown in textile 
and clothing demand in 
Europe, the United King-
dom, and the United States, 
as a result of elevated price 
inflation, rising energy 
expenditure, and surging 
credit costs in the West. 
Pak export earnings reached 
a historic high of USD 19.35 
billion last year. 

However,  the export 
outlook for this year re-
mains bleak due to the 
foreign reserve crisis. 
Pakistan’s textile exports 
may fall by USD 3 billion, 
according to Asian Lite. 
Although the overall trade 
deficit of Pakistan shrank to 
USD 10.8 billion in the first 
four months of FY 2023 as 
compared to the deficit of 
USD 13.75 billion in the same 
period of the previous fiscal 
year, there is no reason for 
complacency..

stRUctURal imbalancEs

Pakistan Economy 
continUEs to REmain 
in a shamblEs
TDG NeTwork
ISLAMABAD 

UN experts have demanded 
an investigation into the sup-
pression of women’s rights in 
Afghanistan as a form of gen-
der persecution as the situa-
tion of women in Afghanistan 
has been deteriorating with 
every passing day due to Tal-
iban’s suppression of basic 
rights of Afghan women, and 
girls in the country, Khaaam 
Press reported on Sunday. 
The special rapporteurs high-
lighted how gender bias is a 
punishable offence under in-
ternational law and warned of 
severe consquences
Experts stated that in Af-
ghanistan, recent months 
have seen a rise in the fun-
damental rights abuses of 
women, which are already 
“severe and unacceptable,” 
according to a news release 
from the UN. According to 

the UN Special Rapporteurs, 
women’s rights activists have 
been increasingly targeted, 
beaten, and detained in re-
cent months, citing activist 
Zarifa Yaquobi as an ex-
ample, who is still incarcer-
ated in an unknown location 
According to Logar offi-
cials, fourteen people--three 
women and eleven men--were 
publicly flogged in the eastern 
Afghan province of Logar for 
thievery and “moral offences.”  
The experts urged the inter-

national community to inves-
tigate and prosecute perpetra-
tors of gender-based violence 
in “relevant international 
and extraterritorial jurisdic-
tions,” while simultaneously 
working to restore women’s 
rights in Afghanistan. . 
Since the summer of 2021, 
women in Afghanistan have 
had many of their most funda-
mental rights restricted or re-
scinded in a country that has 
one of the highest rates of vio-
lence against women globally. 

GEnDER PERsEcUtion

UN calls for probe into 
suppression of women’s 
rights in Afghanistan

‘as Donation’

hUmanitaRian cRisis

china to PRoviDE FREE FUEl to 
lankan FaRmERs, FishERmEn

hoPEs GEnERatED by thE moscow 
FoRmat on aFGhanistan: ExPERt
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Over 12,32,749 farm-
ers will be provided 
with fuel and over 

3,796 fishing vessels in Sri 
Lanka.

“The 10.6 million litres of 
diesel donation by #China 
will be provided free of 
cost to:1232,749 farmers for 
harvesting 342,266 hect-
ares paddy fields across in 
Maha season 2022/23 (20L/
hectare). 2all the 3,796 fish-
ing vessels below 40 feet in 
(1,000L/vessel),” the Chi-
nese Embassy in Sri Lanka 
tweeted. 

As per a recent report by 

Geo-Politik, China has been 
extensively taking interest 
in Sri Lanka as the report 

revealed that the commu-
nist nation is investing in 
the sea-cucumber farms in 

Sri Lanka, that has the ca-
pability of boosting exercise 
performance and have anti-

fatigue effects.
China also wants to facili-

tate the export of the species 
from Sri Lanka to China.

However, there have been 
reports of protests by the 
local farmers saying that 
these aquaculture projects 
are likely to have an adverse 
impact on their livelihood, 
the local marine ecology 
and the land, reported Geo-
politik. The world knows 
that there are no bounds 
to Chinese ambitions, but 
their pursuit of becoming 
the most powerful in the 
world is likely to cause tre-
mendous harm to vulner-
able countries such as Sri 
Lanka.

The Moscow Format Con-
sultations held this month in 
Russia generated much hope 
for millions of Afghans amid 
economic and humanitarian 
crisis country, according to 
Afghan Diaspora Network 
columnist Hamid Pakteen. 
On November 16, Moscow 
hosted the fourth meeting of 
the Moscow Format of Con-
sultations on Afghanistan. 
It was attended by special 
representatives and senior 
officials from a number of 
countries including Russia, 
China, Pakistan, Iran and In-
dia. According to the Russian 
foreign ministry statement, 
the participants discussed 
the current developments in 
Afghanistan and the region 
around it. They emphasised 
the importance of creating a 
truly inclusive government 
in Afghanistan, which would 
reflect the interests of the key 
ethno-political groups and 
the need to remove the ter-

rorist, drug and other threats 
emanating from that country. 
The participants agreed to 
continue coordinating re-
gional efforts to promote 
inter-Afghan national recon-
ciliation, and enhance secu-
rity and stability in the region 
under the auspices of the 
Moscow Format of Consul-
tations on Afghanistan and 
other efficient mechanisms. 
In his article for Afghan Di-
aspora, Pakteen wrote that 
the Moscow format partici-
pants recognised that one 
of the great impediments in 
restoring normalcy in Af-
ghanistan has been military 
stakes of foreign powers in 
the country. He pointed out 
how the joint statement of the 
Moscow Format on Afghani-
stan termed the military in-
frastructure facilities built by 
other nations in that country 
as “unacceptable”.

Pakteen argued that this 
statement is important as it 
is being increasingly the case 
that the global powers are 
more involved in strengthen-

ing their strategic influence 
and foothold in Afghanistan 
than working on restoration 
of democratic process in the 
country and helping it out to 
overcome the multiple crises 
including financial woes and 
women’s subjugation.

“Whatever be the inter-
pretation of the reference of 
the statement, US or Paki-
stan or any other country 
including OIC countries, it 
is a worth noting statement, 
that could help preventing 
Afghanistan from becom-
ing a platform for geo-po-
litical power play,” he said. 
The joint statement, which 
referred to last year’s Delhi 
Regional Security Dia-
logue, also said that “the 
participants expressed 
their readiness to con-
tinue joint steps towards 
a peaceful Afghanistan”. 
together peace and normal-
cy in Afghanistan, adding 
that the underlying idea is 
that peace in Afghanistan 
is extremely important 
for stability in the region. 
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Globally one in eight or over 
one billion people today 
are migrants with 281 mil-
lion international migrants 
and many million individu-
als who are stateless, ac-
cording to World Health 
Organization (WHO). 
The health workforce has a 
vital role in providing for the 
health rights and needs of 
refugees and migrants. With 
an aim to support countries 
and territories to build pro-
fessional competence and 
capacity to adequately ad-
dress refugee and migrant 
health issues, WHO is or-
ganizing the third edition of 
its annual Global School on 
Refugee and Migrant Health 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh with a 
focus on capacity-building.

“Migration and displace-
ment can have deep and long-
lasting impacts on physi-
cal and mental health and 
well-being, and cultural and 
linguistic differences, finan-
cial barriers, stigma and dis-
crimination can all hamper 
access to health services for 
refugees and migrants,” said 
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebr-
eyesus, WHO Director-Gen-
eral. “Health workers have 
a crucial role in helping to 

overcome these barriers. The 
WHO Global School on Refu-
gee and Migrant Health is a 
valuable resource for build-
ing the capacity of health 
workers to better serve refu-
gees and migrants.”

While not all refugees and 
migrants are vulnerable, they 
are often due to an array of 
determinants, from xeno-
phobia and discrimination 
to poor living, housing, and 
working conditions, and in-
adequate access to health ser-
vices that are people-centred 
and sensitive to refugee and 
migrant health needs

“Human right to health 
is a right that extends to all 
people everywhere, espe-
cially refugees and migrants. 
Because to be truly respect-

ed, protected and fulfilled, a 
right must be fully enjoyed 
by the most marginalized 
and vulnerable - those at risk 
of or who are already being 
left behind, which often in-
cludes people on the move,” 
said Dr Poonam Khetrapal 
Singh, Regional Director, 
WHO South-East Asia ad-
dressing the participants. 
Held in a different location 
each year, the Global School 
aims to leverage the learnings 
and experiences of countries 
in close collaboration with 
WHO and governments.

This year over 7.1 million 
Bangladeshis were displaced 
by climate change a number 
that could reach 13.3 million 
by 2050. Since 1978 the coun-
try has also witnessed three 
major influxes of forcibly dis-
placed Myanmar nationals 
totalling more than one mil-
lion people each with unique 
medical needs and housed 
in one of the world’s largest 
and most densely populated 
camps in Cox’s Bazar.

“Not only has Bangladesh 
provided them access to free 
health care - including, most 
recently, COVID-19 vaccines 
- but it has also made concert-
ed efforts to address key so-
cial, economic, environmen-
tal, and legal vulnerabilities,” 
said the Regional Director. 
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China has been extensively taking interest in Sri Lankan affairs.

recent months have seen a rise in the fundamental rights abuses 
of women.

D r  T e d r o s  A d h a n o m 
Ghebreyesus

The hype and hoopla created over 
the appointment of Pakistan’s 
new army chief came to rest after 
General Asim Munir and Gen-
eral Sahir Shamshad Mirza were 
notified as the next chief of army 
staff (COAS) and chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC) 
respectively on November 24. 
Munir, who was to retire on No-
vember 27, two days before Bajwa 
completed an extended tenure of 
almost six years, was among six 
generals in the race for the top 
post -- a cause for much uncer-
tainty and speculation till this 
week. People familiar with the 
matter in Pakistan said Munir’s 
reputation as a straight military 
officer who played by the book 
helped him clinch the post.

There was an unprecedented 
hysteria and frenzy in Pakistan 
by former Prime Minister of 
Pakistan Imran Khan, his fol-
lowers and his social media bri-
gade after the PTI government 
was thrown out of the power 
corridors of Islamabad in April. 
The government has accused 
Khan of making the appoint-
ment of the new army chief 
controversial for political gains. 

For the last month, Pakistan was 
literally paralysed administra-
tively and economically because 
of the delay in the appointment of 
the army chief who is considered 
the most powerful personality 
with all political stakeholders dy-
ing for his blessings.

Notably, Pakistan’s military 
has directly ruled the coun-
try of 220 million people for 
nearly half of its 75-year history. 
It is imperative to analyze as 
to how the decision to appoint 
Asim Munir was taken and what 
factors were behind it. How did 
one Lt Gen manage to become the 
chief

The selection, which caps weeks 
of speculation, was confirmed 
after President Arif Alvi signed 
a summary sent by the premier. 
Lt Gen Munir was promoted 
to the rank of a three-star gen-
eral in September 2018, but he 
took charge two months later. 
As such, his four-year tenure as 
Lt Gen ends on November 27, 
around the same time when in-
cumbent Chairman Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Committee Gen Nadeem 
Raza and Chief of Army Staff Gen 
Bajwa will be doffing their army 
uniform, reported Dawn.

Lt Gen Munir entered the ser-
vice via the Officers Training 

School programme in Mangla 
and was commissioned into 
the Frontier Force Regiment. 
He has been a close aide of Gen 
Bajwa ever since he commanded 
troops in the Force Command 
Northern Areas as a brigadier un-
der the outgoing army chief, who 
was then Commander X Corps. 
Lt Gen Munir was later appointed 
Military Intelligence director gen-
eral in early 2017, and in October 
next year was made the Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence chief, reported 
Dawn.

General Asim Munir is the 
first army chief of Pakistan who 
has been chief of both Military 
Intelligence (MI) and the ISI 
(Inter-Services Intelligence). 
Presently, General Munir is serv-
ing as the Quarter Master at the 
General Headquarters (GHQ). 
However, his stint as the top intel-
ligence officer turned out to be the 
shortest ever, as he was replaced 
by Lt Gen Faiz Hamid within 
eight months, on the insistence 
of then-PM Imran Khan.

He was posted as Gujranwala 
Corps commander, a position he 
held for two years, before being 
moved to the General Headquar-
ters as the quartermaster general. 
General Asim Munir was among 
those in Pakistan who oversaw 

the 2019 Pulwama terror attack, 
according to Tilak Devasher, a 
member of the National Secu-
rity Advisory Board (NSAB) 
and who retired as Special Sec-
retary, the Cabinet Secretariat. 
Notably, the tensions between 
India and Pakistan escalated af-
ter the suicide attack in which 
40 CRPF personnel lost their 
lives when their convoy was at-
tacked on February 14, 2019. 
It is also yet to be seen as to 

what future course of action 
Imran Khan, the dismayed 
ex-prime minister, decides to 
pursue in the coming days. 
First of all, the reality is that out-
going army chief General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa despite all announce-
ments by the DG ISPR, DG ISI, 
and himself was desirous of an 
extension.

Prima facie, he took a position as 
if he doesn’t want an extension; he 
was actually striving hard for it. 

He was pursuing two game plans. 
He should get as much extension 
as possible under the army act. 
The second was that if it is not 
possible, the army chief of his 
choice should be appointed. 
He was following a compre-
hensive strategy in this re-
gard. He had created a certain 
atmosphere for this purpose. 
PTI and its chairman Imran 
Khan had no objection. Had the 
government initiated the mat-
ter of extension, Imran Khan 
would have accepted it imme-
diately. That was why an at-
mosphere of consensus on the 
extension issue between Bajwa 
and Imran Khan was present. 
During such kind of manoeu-
vring, the former pursued policy 
of soft-peddling against Imran 
Khan creating an impression of 
the former prime minister being 
a blue-eyed boy.

It is noteworthy that Bajwa was 
doing this not for the first time. At 
the time of his first extension, he 
had been playing on both sides 
of the wicket. It was because he 
secured votes from both the trea-
sury and opposition benches on 
the army act. He was working 
on the same plan this time too. 
Sources close to PML (N) say 
that the snatching of the Punjab 

government from the hands of 
the ruling coalition was the main 
reason behind his failure in get-
ting a second extension.

Moreover, Punjab chief min-
ister Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi in 
private gatherings used to claim 
that he took the side of Imran 
Khan on the direction of Bajwa. 
The ruling coalition had a strong 
grudge against Bajwa, alleging 
behind closed doors that it lost 
Punjab because of Bajwa. Gen-
eral Bajwa continued thinking 
that Punjab is a trump card in his 
hand.

Whenever Punjab was dis-
cussed, General Bajwa would 
assure that they will tackle Pun-
jab after he gets strengthened 
after the extension, while on 
the other hand, the ruling coali-
tion wanted Punjab back first. 
This was the turning point in 
the ties between Bajwa and the 
government. The ruling coalition 
decided not to get blackmailed 
through the Punjab card. The 
trust between Bajwa and the gov-
ernment got fully shattered. Early 
elections demand was also aimed 
at appointing Faiz as army chief. 
Imran khan had left no stone un-
turned for early elections prior to 
the appointment of the new army 
chief.

amiD Political tURmoil

What led to appointment of Asim Munir as Pak’s new Army chief?
TDG NeTwork
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Pakistan’s new army chief Asim Munir.
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A four-and-a-half-
year-old boy named 

Nawang Tashi 
Rapten, who has 

been identified as 
the reincarnation 
of Tibetan Lama 

late Taklung 
Setrung Rinpoche 
by Nyingma sect, 

formally becomes 
a monk and joins 

Dorjidak Monastery 
at Panthaghati , in 

Shimla on Monday.
ANI

REINCARNATION

#RutujaGaikwad 

RutuRaj Gaikwad scRipts new 
featheR in cRicketinG histoRy, 
netizens Go beRseRk 
Indian batter Ruturaj Gaikwad on Monday became the 
first-ever player to smash seven sixes in an over in crick-
eting history. The batter accomplished this unbelievable 
record during his side’s Vijay Hazare Trophy 2022 quar-
terfinal match against Uttar Pradesh at Narendra Modi 
Stadium B Ground in Ahmedabad.

One of the netizens expressed, “Ruturaj Gaikwad 
Smashed 7 sixes in the 49th over, unreal hitting”

Second user said, “He is incredible, double century for 
Ruturaj Gaikwad. Whata magnificent inning he’s play-
ing, seven consecutive sixes. Outstanding Rutu. Take a 
bow to this champ player.”

Third user said, “Smashing 7 sixes in an over ain’t ev-
eryone’s cup of tea unless you are RutuRaj Gaikwad.”

India’s 
craftsmen are 
ambassadors 
of heritage 
to the world 
and beacon of 
Indian culture.

— Jagdeep dhankhar

bRAIN-pICkINg

Vice President, highlighting the rich heritage of Indian 
craftsmanship.

ASTRONOMY 

Mars, also known as 
the “Red Planet” 
due to its soil’s 

colour, is the fourth planet 
from the sun and Earth’s 
neighbour and it holds the 
potential to possibly host 
humankind some day.

Humans have long at-
tempted to unravel the 
mysteries of Mars, and Red 
Planet Day is observed an-
nually to commemorate the 
28 November 1964 launch 
of Mariner 4, the first space-
craft to land on Mars.

The Mariner 4 spacecraft 
was constructed to gather 
data during fly-bys and 
transmit that information 
back to Earth. 

After nearly eight months 
of travel, the spacecraft 
completed a fly-by of Mars 
on 14 July 1965.

Mars, named after the Ro-
man God of War, retains 
humanity’s fascination cen-
turies after its discovery, 
despite having a thin atmo-
sphere primarily composed 

of carbon dioxide. So, on 
this special day, let’s look at 
some interesting facts about 
the Red Planet.

tallest mountain 
in solaR system
Olympus Mons, the largest 
volcano on Mars, is also the 
solar system’s tallest moun-
tain. This enormous moun-
tain is roughly 16 miles (25 
km) tall and 373 miles (600 
km) in diameter. 

Though it might have 
formed billions of years ago, 
evidence from its volcanic 
lava is so recent that many 
scientists believe it might still 
be active.

oRbitinG RinG 
Scientists speculate that 
Phobos, Mars’ largest and 
most enigmatic moon, will 
eventually be torn apart by 
gravitational forces. This 
will lead to the formation of 
a debris field that will even-
tually settle into a stable 
orbit and form a rocky ring 
around Mars similar to that 
of Saturn and Uranus.

similaR landmass 
to eaRth
Interestingly, while Mars is 
about half the diameter of 
Earth, its surface has nearly 
the same area as Earth’s dry 
land. Also, Martian sur-

face gravity is only 37% of 
Earth’s, meaning you could 
leap nearly three times high-
er on Mars.

paRts of maRs 
Reached eaRth
Bits of planets are blasted off 
over time as celestial objects 
like large asteroids hit them. 
These impacts release a mas-
sive amount of ejecta that ac-
tually throws stuff into space 
if the impact is significant 
enough. Hence, pieces of 
Mars have actually landed 
on Earth in the past. Called 
“Martian meteorites, these 
little pieces of rock have mi-
raculously managed to make 
it to Earth.

wateR on maRs 
One of the essential prereq-
uisites for life is thought to 
be the presence of water 
on a planet. The findings 
published in the journal 
Nature Astronomy provide 
the first independent line of 
evidence, using data other 
than radar, that there is 
liquid water beneath Mars’ 
south pole.

ON REd plANET dAY, hERE ARE SOME 
INTERESTINg fACTS AbOuT MARS

The birth of ‘Little Nugget’ and its connection with McDonalds
NEWbORN

A woman named Alandria Worthy 
stopped at a McDonald’s, but in-
stead of coming out with Big Macs, 
she came out with a newborn baby. 
According to a report by People 
Magazine, Worthy was on her 
way to the hospital with her fiance 
when she stopped at McDonald’s to 
go to the washroom.

“I went into the bathroom and my 
water broke immediately,” People 

Magazine quoted Worthy as say-
ing, citing Atlanta-based news 
outlet “11 Alive”.

Worthy recalled that the general 
manager of the fast-food point, Tu-
nisia Woodward, came forward to 
help her with the delivery.

“I thought they were joking, and 
I open this door, didn’t see anyone, 
but I saw feet [under the door]. I 
opened [it], and she was on this 
toilet lying back, screaming. Then 
I knew to tell my crew, ‘We’re hav-
ing a baby today,” Woodward told 

the news outlet.
Two of Woodward’s colleagues 

also assisted in the emergency 
delivery, according to a report by 
People Magazine. 

“Sha’querria grabbed the phone, 
dialled 911. Keisha ran, looking at 
the door,” Woodward recalled.

Later, Worthy’s fiance also came 
in and tried to emotionally support 
her.

“I was like, ‘Just breathe.’ I got 
her on the floor, and I took off my 
clothes. The ladies at McDonald’s 

were at her front side, holding her 
hands. I had her feet propped up 
on my knees. We told her to push 
three pushes. She was a fighter.” 
He said.

After fifteen minutes and three 
pushes, a baby girl was born, as 
per Deadline citing 11 Alive.

The girl, Nandi Ariyah Moremi 
Philips, was nicknamed ‘Little 
Nugget’ by the McDonald’s em-
ployees present there. 

Worthy and Phillips appreciated 
the gesture.

TDG NeTwork
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Sanju Samson steals the show at FIFA 
Qatar World Cup, here’s how 

WhY CERTAIN pEOplE ATTRACT 
MOSquITOES MORE ThAN OThERS

fANdOM RESEARCh

 Fans’ love for their star bat-
ter Sanju Samson is unfazed 
despite him not receiving 
a regular chance in India›s 
playing XI in the ongoing 
Men in Blue›s New Zealand 
tour.

In the ongoing FIFA Qatar 
World Cup 2022, the fans 
showed their support for 
Samson by raising unique 
banners, a picture of which 
was shared by the Rajasthan 
Royals, the team Samson 
leads in the Indian Premier 
League.

The official Twitter handle 
of the Rajasthan Royals post-
ed pictures of the fans with 
posters in their hands.

After losing by seven 
wickets to New Zealand in 

the opening ODI of the se-
ries on Friday in Auckland, 
Team India was anticipated 
to make a change. India re-
ceived criticism for leaving 
out a bowler. However, fans 
were furious with captain 

Shikhar Dhawan and head 
coach VVS Laxman after 
Samson was cut loose to 
make room for all-rounder 
Deepak Hooda.

Samson stayed on the trip 
for the ensuing ODI series 

and was eventually given a 
chance, scoring a respectable 
38 off of 36 balls and putting 
together a key 96-run part-
nership with Shreyas Iyer, 
although in a losing cause. 
In an effort to increase the 
depth of their bowling, India 
later sidelined him in favour 
of Hooda.

After the match on Sun-
day in Hamilton, Dhawan 
explained why Samson was 
dropped.

“We wanted the sixth 
bowler to come in, so Sanju 
Samson missed out and 
Hooda came in. And Cha-
har was picked because he 
can swing the ball really 
well. A few of our guys are 
resting but this side is still 
strong, showing the depth 
of our squad,” he explained 
after the match.                     

The female mosquito will 
hunt down any person, al-
though some of us experi-
ence significantly more bites 
than others. Our skin could 
hold the key to understand-
ing why.

This is the reason Vosshall 
and Maria Elena De Obaldia, 
a former postdoc in her lab, 
decided to investigate the top 
theory to account for differ-
ences in mosquito attraction: 
personal odour variations 
linked to skin microbiota. In 
a recent study, it was shown 
that the strong scent pro-
duced by skin-emanating 
fatty acids may be what re-
pels mosquitoes. Their find-
ings were reported in Cell.

“There’s a very, very strong 

association between having 
large quantities of these fatty 
acids on your skin and being 
a mosquito magnet,” says 
Vosshall, the Robin Chemers 
Neustein Professor at The 
Rockefeller University and 
Chief Scientific Officer of 
the Howard Hughes Medi-
cal Institute.

Eight individuals were re-
quested to wear nylon stock-

ings over their forearms for 
six hours each day for the 
duration of the three-year 
trial. They went through this 
process several times. The 
nylons were pitted against 
one another in all conceiv-
able pairings throughout the 
course of the following sev-
eral years in a round-robin 
type “tournament.”

De Obaldia created a two-

choice olfactometer test for 
them, which consisted of 
a plexiglass chamber split 
into two tubes, each of which 
ended in a box holding a 
stocking. 

In the main room, they 
positioned Aedes Aegypti 
mosquitoes, which are the 
principal carriers of Zika, 
dengue, yellow fever, and 
chikungunya.

 They watched as the in-
sects flew down the tubes 
in either the direction of one 
nylon or the other.

Subject 33 was by far the 
most alluring target for Ae-
des aegypti, attracting the 
mosquitoes 100 times more 
than Subject 19, who was the 
least attractive research par-
ticipant, and four times more 
than the next most alluring 
subject.
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fIVE ExOTIC INdIAN 
dESTINATIONS fOR  
pRE-WEddINg ShOOTS
Marriage is a life filled with love, laughter, and 
loads of happy memories. every couple wants a 
dream wedding, as it is a remarkable moment in 
every couple’s life. to make their wedding more 
memorable, couples prefer to get the pre-wed-
ding shoot done in exotic locations. A pre-wedding 
shoot is not only to make memories but also to 
allow the couple to get closer and know each 
other better. let’s find the five best pre-wedding 
shoot destinations in India for some frame-
worthy captures.

jaipuR
Jaipur, the ‘Pink City’ of Rajasthan, is 
one place where one can never get fed 
up with clicking pictures. Be it the Albert 
hall, the hawa Mahal, sambhar salt 

lake, or different forts, each place gives your 
picture a touch of uniqueness. But a unique stop 
is Panna Meena Kund, which is an old step well 
with a rustic yet colourful charm that will make 
your pre-wedding shoot memorable.

puducheRRy
Puducherry is located in southern India, 
which is filled with lavish and beauti-
ful French quarters. Puducherry is a 
place where everyone will love to do 

their pre-wedding shoot. the mesmerising views 
of the beach will create a perfect background for 
the pre-wedding shoot. the crystal-clear water 
and breath-taking views make your pre-wedding 
shoot full of romantic moments that you can 
relive with your soulmate.

neemRana foRt 
A popular weekend getaway from Delhi, 
neemrana Fort Palace is an ideal des-
tination for weddings. the palace is one 
of the best places for the pre-wedding 

shoot in India because it is filled with incred-
ible architecture, heritage, and royalty. At first 
sight, the couple will fall in love, which allows you 
to click some romantic photographs with your 
partner.

shillonG
shillong is a place that will make you 
feel like you are in the lap of Mother 
nature. A pre-wedding shoot in this 
northeast Indian location gives you the 

experience of crystal-clear streams, lush green-
ery, and an exotic village, which will make your 
pictures more beautiful. In shillong, the lailtum 
Canyons will provide elaborate landscapes for a 
pre-wedding shoot.

sonamaRG
sonamarg is a place that is the best 
place for a winter photo shoot. It is a 
landscape in Jammu and Kashmir that 
is filled with hues of blue in the sky, 

and green on the land. Against the breath-taking 
himalayan backdrop, sonamarg is a romantic 
destination for the pre-wedding shoot in India, 
which makes your photo-shoot more beautiful.

— MADHVI JHA 

Jaipur

A fan holding a poster supporting Sanju Samson. 
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Recent studies state 
that 50% of men suf-
fer from sexual dys-

function, i.e., ED (Erectile 
Dysfunction). The world-
wide prevalence of ED is 
expected to increase to 322 
million men by 2025. 1 in 
10 men will experience ED 
at some point in their lives. 
According to the counsellor 
in VNA Hospital, Delhi, the 
prevalence is higher as most 
Indian men do not report or 
even talk about it, and more 
importantly, more than 50% 
of ED is not physiological but 
psychogenic.

Men’s sexual health has 
been ghosted from the public 
imagination and mind space.

Most conversations about 
men’s sexual health in In-
dia emanate from the boys’ 
locker room based on power, 
toxic masculinity, porn and 
not connectedness. 97% of 
all research on low sexual 
desire is done on women. 
Behind this is the presup-
position that men do not 
have such issues as they are 
always ready. Male sexuality 
is defined as biological, and 
female sexuality is defined as 
psychological. Male sexual-
ity is seen as biological, in-
discriminate, and perpetu-
ally in search of an outlet, 
whereas female sexuality re-
quires certain relational con-
ditions to be met. Sexuality 
is multidimensional, involv-
ing anticipation, desire, love, 
and attachment. Sexuality is 
highly relational, not at all 

simplistic and just biological.
The most important sex 

organ is not between the legs 
but between the ears. The 
brain is an often-overlooked 
erogenous zone. Sexual ex-
citement starts in your head 
and works its way down. 
Therefore, Erection and 
Erectile Dysfunction both 
originate from the same 
place—the mind.

Some of the psychological 

factors that lead to sexual 
problems in men are –
Stress and Anxiety: Life 
stressors are abundant. 
From work obligations, 
busy schedules, financial 
concerns, or relationship 
issues, stress can take your 
head out of the game quickly. 
Stress and anxiety can cause 
a spike in the sex drive or a 
dip. This happens because 
when you are stressed or 

anxious, you may crave feel-
ings of care and safety that 
come with physical inti-
macy. When you are feeling 
stressed or anxious, you wel-
come a distraction, and this 
may cause a spike. When you 
have fears around mortality 
or the future, you may begin 
to forge a more intimate con-

nection with your partner, 
and therefore you may feel 
that your sex drive is higher. 
However, if you are feeling 
upset and are consumed 
with worry, you may not 
want to get physical. You are 
experiencing a busy brain or 
brain fog and cannot relax, 
then it will be difficult to get 

aroused or reach orgasm.
Performance Anxiety: As 
a society, we have all inter-
nalised the myth of the mas-
culine performing male. 
The many ‘Mard’ stereo-
types have become deeply 
anchored in our psyches, 
and the emphasis is on ‘how 
often and how long’ and the 
subsequent anxiety related 
to performance. 
Low Self Esteem: When you 
feel and think poorly about 
yourself, especially in com-
parison to your partner, or 
when there are relationship 
problems, sex becomes a ca-
sualty.
Depression: Depression 
weighs you down in mind 
and body, affecting all as-
pects of your life.
Emotional and mental 
blocks: Very unpleasant 
feelings, barriers, that pre-
vent us from moving for-
ward and, at the same time, 
prevent us from thinking 
clearly, creatively, and expe-
riencing pleasure. They also 
affect our daily actions, espe-
cially sex.

In the age of infinite gen-
ders, let us bring the focus 
to one gender that is at the 
receiving end but can be the 
harbinger of change: –Male 
Gender, let us talk about 
Men.
Dr Chavi Bhargava Sharma is 
the Founder and CEO-Indic 
Center for Psychological Well-
ness and Holistic Health and 
Conversationists—Talking 
Cures.  

Beyond Boys’ locker room: let us 
talk aBout men’s sexual health 

How to balance diabetes and reproductive 
health in men

Diabetes is essentially an is-
sue with the body’s capacity 
to control blood sugar levels 
because of low or ineffective 
insulin levels. Type I and 
Type II diabetes mellitus are 
the most prevalent varieties 
of the disease. Those with 
diabetes are more likely to 
experience erectile dysfunc-
tion than men with appro-
priate blood glucose control.

Erectile dysfunction affects 
two in three Type II diabetic 
men and one in three Type 
I diabetic men. Men with 
diabetes typically have lower 
testosterone levels than men 
without the disease, which 
can have an impact on their 
energy levels, sex drive, and 
mood. 

SymptomS of 
diabeteS 
l Heightened thirst 
l Urinating often and feel-

ing exhausted and le-
thargic 

l Distorted vision 

l Loss of weight (in severe 
cases) 

l Increased appetite 
l Rising infection rates (es-

pecially of the skin; e.g., 
thrush) 

l Delayed healing of a 
wound 

typeS of diabeteS
In the human body, dur-
ing digestion, the pancreas 
releases insulin to regulate 
blood sugar levels. Extra 
sugar builds up in the blood-
stream and leads to diabetes 
when the body is unable to 
transport the glucose into its 
cells, where it can be used for 
energy. In autoimmune type 
1 diabetes, the cells that pro-
duce insulin are destroyed.

Pre-diabetes is character-
ised by improper sugar pro-
cessing by the body, which 
results in elevated blood 
sugar levels but not yet type 
2 diabetes. Type 2 diabetes 
develops when the blood 
sugar levels are not prop-
erly regulated. This occurs 
when the body develops an 
immunity to insulin or the 

pancreas is unable to pro-
duce enough insulin to con-
trol blood sugar levels.

We frequently hear about 
the negative effects diabetes 
has on health. It may have 
an impact on the reproduc-
tive system in addition to 
major medical concerns like 
obesity, kidney damage, and 

cardiac risk. 
If diabetes is not adequately 

managed, it can harm blood 
vessels and nerves, raising 
the risk of infection. Men 
with pre-diabetes (higher 
than usual blood sugars) 
have been reported to have 
low testosterone levels, in-
creased sperm DNA dam-

age, and occasionally azo-
ospermia (absence of sperm). 
Low sperm counts, erectile 
dysfunction, and libido can 
all be caused by hypogonad-
ism (low testosterone levels) 
(decreased sex drive).

Balanitis (inflammation of 
the tip of the penis) and issues 
with ejaculation have also 

been connected to diabetes.

treatment 
Diabetes affects each person 
differently, so each patient’s 
treatment must be different. 
While some individuals can 
control their diabetes with 
diet and exercise, others will 
require medication for the 
rest of their lives.

Men who have a history of 
diabetes in their family are 
advised to get themselves 
tested if they are planning 
on starting a family. Semen 
analysis and the sperm DFI 
(DNA Fragmentation Index) 
test can show the quality of 
the sperm and if it can be 
linked to high sugar levels.

You should seek the guid-
ance of your fertility special-
ist. They can guide you on 
the lifestyle changes that can 
be made, which can control 
your diabetes to some ex-
tent, and they can help you 
get the appropriate medical 
interventions as well.
Dr Rohit Gutgutia is Medical 
Director at Nova IVF Fertility, 
Eastern India.

Foods that Boost 
Fertility in men

sperm counts witness a signiFicant decline gloBally

Dr rohit GutGutia

Infertility can affect both 
males and females. 23% 
of Indian men suffer from 
infertility, and the causes 
could be many, such as heavy 
smoking, alcohol intake, 
poor diet, a sedentary life-
style, and obesity that leads 
to a low sperm count or low 
motility of sperm. A healthy 
lifestyle is as important for 
a man as it is for his female 
partner. Having a high 
sperm count will boost the 
chances of a successful con-
ception, and having quality 
and high quantity sperm is 
important for a healthy and 
happy pregnancy.

A healthy, nutritious diet is 
quite influential in increas-
ing fertility or preventing 
infertility. The right food 
plan is key to dealing with 
various chronic conditions, 
including fertility health. 
The foods you choose to 

fill your plate can decrease 
inflammation, lower cho-
lesterol, and enhance diges-
tion. Consider the list of the 
topmost healthy foods you 
can include in your diet food 
for healthy sperm.

Zinc: Bananas, avocados, 
pomegranates, shellfish, and 
eggs are zinc-rich foods that 
greatly influence the status 
of male fertility. A zinc de-
ficiency leads to low sperm 
quality and testosterone 
levels, ultimately leading to 
infertility.

D-aspartic acid: A type of 
amino acid, a deficiency of it 
greatly results in infertility in 
men. It successfully increas-
es testosterone levels.

Antioxidants: Blackber-
ries, blueberries, and cran-
berries, vitamin C and E-rich 
fruits are abundant in anti-
oxidants that prevent DNA 
damage, improve sperm 
count and quality, and even 
increase sperm motility. It 
also helps reduce oxidative 
stress.

Fenugreek supplements: 
A culinary and medicinal 
herb is quite effective in in-
creasing testosterone levels 
and libido. It also helps de-
crease body fat and improves 
sexual performance.

Ashwagandha: Another 
ancient herb used to treat 
infertility issues. It improves 
the quality and quantity of 
the sperm.

Maca root supplements: 
This root is specifically ad-
ministered to treat infertil-
ity in men, along with other 
uses. It improves testoster-

one levels, libido, and the 
quality and motility of the 
sperm.

Include folate: A low in-
take of folate may impair se-
men quality 

Lead a healthy lifestyle: 
Avoid trans-fat food, and 
limit soy intake and alcohol 
intake.

Get adequate sleep: Get-
ting adequate sleep is vital 
to maintaining your health. 
Restricted or excessive sleep 
has also been linked to poor 
semen quality.
Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clinical 
Pharmacologist and Nutraceu-
tical Physician, Founder and 
CEO IntelliMed Healthcare 
Suctions.

Men with diabetes typically have lower testosterone levels.

the foods you choose to fill your plate can decrease inflammation, 
lower cholesterol, and enhance digestion.

 
male inFertility in india
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couples in india 
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infertility every year
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male was
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infertility cases is 
due to ‘male factor’

one-third ivf 
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in 2020, included a 
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infertility.
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SOURCE: Doctors of All India Institute Of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),  Australia and New 
Zealand Assisted Reproduction Database

Chavi BharGava SharMa

Dr aniSh DeSai

The first meta-analysis demon-
strating declining sperm counts 
among men from South and Cen-
tral America, Asia, and Africa 
was published by an internation-
al team led by Professor Hagai 
Levine of the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem’s Hadassah Braun 
School of Public Health, with Prof. 
Shanna Swan at the Icahn School 
of Medicine, Mount Sinai, New 
York, along with researchers in 
Denmark, Brazil, Spain, Israel, 
and the USA.

Alarmingly, this study also 
demonstrates that the reduction 
in sperm counts observed by this 
team in 2017 across North Ameri-

ca, Europe, and Australia has per-
sisted and even accelerated in the 
twenty-first century.

Sperm count is a measure of male 
health and human fertility, with 
low levels linked to a higher risk of 
chronic illness, testicular cancer, 
and a shorter life span. According 
to the authors, the decline is a re-
flection of a world crisis connected 
to our contemporary environment 
and lifestyle, which has significant 
implications for the survival of the 
human species.

This most recent study, which 
included information from 53 na-
tions, was released in the journal 
Human Reproduction Update. 
It focuses on sperm count trends 
among men in previously unre-
searched regions, notably South 

America, Asia, and Africa, and 
adds an additional seven years of 
data collecting (2011–2018).

The information reveals, for the 
first time, that men in those re-
gions share the marked reduction 
in total sperm counts (TSC) and 
sperm concentrations (SC) that 
were previously seen in North 
America, Europe, and Australia. 
Additionally, this analysis demon-
strates a post-2000 acceleration in 
the global fall of TSC and SC.

“Overall, we’re witnessing a 
dramatic worldwide reduction in 
sperm counts of over 50% in the 
previous 46 years, a decline that 
has increased in recent years,” 
Levine said in summarising these 
findings.

Levine cited recent studies show-

ing that disturbances in the devel-
opment of the reproductive tract 
during foetal life are linked to life-
time impairment of fertility and 
other markers of reproductive dys-
function, despite the fact that the 
current study did not investigate 
the causes of sperm count declines.

Levine added that “environmen-
tal toxins and lifestyle choices are 
negatively influencing this prena-
tal development.”

Time is running out, cautioned 
Levine. “Our findings serve as a ca-
nary in a coal mine. We have a seri-
ous problem on our hands that, if 
not mitigated, could threaten hu-
mankind’s survival. We urgently 
call for global action to promote 
healthier environments for all spe-
cies and reduce exposures and be-

haviours that threaten our repro-
ductive health.”

Swan emphasised that low 
sperm counts have serious conse-
quences for men’s health generally, 
have an impact on men’s fertility, 
and are associated with other trou-
bling trends collectively known as 
testicular dysgenesis syndrome.

“According to our paper, men’s 
sperm concentration and total 
sperm counts are declining alarm-
ingly at a rate of over 1% annually, 
which is consistent with declin-
ing female reproductive health 
and unfavourable trends in other 
men’s health outcomes like tes-
ticular cancer, hormonal imbal-
ance, and genital birth defects. It 
is obvious that this cannot go on 
unchecked.”  

tdG network
Jerusalem

Life stressors are abundant. From work 
obligations, busy schedules, financial 
concerns, or relationship issues, stress 
can take your head out of the game 
quickly. Stress and anxiety can cause 
a spike or dip in the sex drive.
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The season of giving and 
gifting is upon us. It is also 
a time for introspection. 
Giving and receiving gifts 
can tell us a lot about our-
selves. 

Whenever we give some-
thing to someone, does that 
become theirs or remain 
ours? Some of us are most 
concerned about how the 
person is using a gift we 
have given to them. Often, 
we are concerned whether 
someone liked the gift we 
gave them or not. “Hope 
you liked my gift,” you’ll 
say, little realising, you still 

call it yours! This often hap-
pens with clothes, acces-
sories and trinkets. There 
are people who might even 
keep looking out for when 
you wear what they have 
gifted you!

How you respond to 
someone’s gift can be a 
marker for such people 
to reassure themselves of 
your love and appreciation 
for them.

And then, there are some 
who don’t remove the price 
label on the gift! Acciden-
tally maybe, but some-
times, to let us know how 

much they’ve spent! How-
ever, frank friends might 
intentionally share the bill 
with the gift, saying that 

you can exchange the item 
if you don’t like it. Pretty 
convenient, actually. Today, 
many people understand 

that gifts are a personal 
choice, and give gift vouch-
ers.

Gifts to be given away 
have a special place in our 
homes. 

You want to get rid of 
something, but it is a bit too 
expensive to be thrown out, 
maybe some corporate gift, 
and so it goes, gift-wrapped 
and ready, into an ever-
growing hoard of unus-
able stuff! You might put a 
mental value on such gifted 
items despite them being 
useless to you. The gift 
must be ‘re-gifted’ based 
on the status of the hapless 
target! Funnily, it rarely 
leaves the hoard! Have you 
noticed that the longer such 
gifts remain in your hoard, 
the lesser you value them?

One can make out when 
a gift is given without 
love and sentiment. Some 

people will bring a gift out 
of compulsion, since it is 
considered the done thing. 
People end up bringing 
flowers or a bottle of wine 
without a second thought 
when they go to someone’s 
house for a meal. Some-
times, an adventurous wine 
bottle might land back at 
your house after changing 
a few hands! 

This is sometimes the case 
with Diwali and Christmas 
gifts too. You got something 
you didn’t like and soon it 
begins its travels through 
dinner parties, all the year 
round- sometimes in the 
original wrapping paper!

Then there are some who 
just can’t stop talking about 
how much effort they made 
to find something special 
for you! Maybe you don’t 
really like the gift, but you 
cannot say that, and have 

to act really excited and 
appreciative. In some cul-
tures, eagerly ripping the 
wrapping off and showing 
excitement upon seeing 
the gift is expected behav-
iour upon receiving a gift. 
Whatever the norm, we 
must always respond with 
grace and acceptance. 

Sadly, there are some 
pretty blunt and unappre-
ciative people, who refuse 
a gift outright. They think it 
is better not to accept a gift 
they have no use for. This 
can end up hurting the one 
who has brought the gift. 
However, we can certainly 
refuse a gift from some de-
vious person who has vest-
ed interests, or is relatively 
unknown. But, we must 
learn to do this politely and 
skillfully.

And then, there are some, 
who will give us gifts and 

decide to take them back 
after some misunderstand-
ing. This often happens 
amongst lovers who break 
up and want to hurt their 
ex in some way because 
they have been hurt them-
selves.

We need to examine what 
goes on in our minds when 
we bring gifts for someone. 
Do we really give that gift, 
or do we just ‘park’ it with 
the person who we are giv-
ing it to, believing that we 
still own it in some strange, 
twisted way?

The sentiment behind 
gifting is very important. 
A bit of us always goes with 
our gifts. Always send out 
love with the gifts you give.

Deepam Chatterjee is the au-
thor of The Millennial Yogi. He 
can be contacted on  deepam-
chatterjee@yahoo.co.in

MUCH ADO ABOUT GIFTING
GIFTING CUlTUre

Life brings us many 
disappointments and 
challenges. All of us 

go through life with some 
incident happening that we 
do not like or that hurts us. 
Each of our personal sto-
ries generally begins with 

something that happens to 
us that we do not like. Some 
person has wronged us in 
some way. Maybe someone 
has said something to hurt 
our feelings or has hurt us 
physically. Maybe someone 
has taken something from us, 
cheated us or has taken our 
power, position, or wealth. 

So, what happens next? We 
are upset, hurt, annoyed, and 
angry. When we grow angry 
when someone hurts us we 
suffer twofold. First, we have 
to bear the pain others may 
cause us. Second, anger not 
only upsets us emotionally, 
but it has a deleterious effect 
on our physical body, caus-
ing stress, which in turn 
contributes to stress- related 

ailments. 
 Let us trace what happens 

to us when we do not for-
give. We think about what 
happened. We think about 
it again and again. We may 
even talk about it repeatedly 
either to the person who 
hurts us or to others. Some 
people who have less control 
over themselves may thrash 
out physically to the person 
or take out their anger physi-
cally on someone else. Thus, 
from that one incident, we 
end up creating more scenar-
io and situations in response.

What has happened in the 
process? We have lost our 
peace of mind. The initial 
incident may have lasted a 
few moments, a few hours 

or a day, but we have now 
spent hundreds of hours 
and countless days replaying 
what happened and thinking 
about how to get even. In-
stead of keeping our attention 
on what can help us, such as 
thinking of God, meditating, 
doing selfless service, and 
achieving spiritual benefits, 
we have wasted the time in 
replaying a bad movie.

On the spiritual path, suc-
cess in meditation is to be 
able to focus within by hav-
ing a still mind. We do not 
want to be distracted by the 
outer world, our body, or 
our mind. One of the great-
est distractions that inter-
feres with our meditation is 
when something happens 

that we don’t like, and we 
cannot forget it. We become 
nothing more than a tape re-
cording or a video recording 
that plays the same bad scene 
over and over. How many of 
us want to see a bad movie 
twice, or listen to a song we 

don’t like again and again, 
or eat the food we don’t like 
again? 

 A life spent in not forgiving 
is a life wasted. A little study 
of law of karma reveals that 
we are creating new karma 
for ourselves. Do we really 

want to add to our karmic 
load? If we are spending 
time to develop spiritually 
we need to lighten our kar-
mic load. If someone has hurt 
us we can chose to retaliate 
and add to our karmic bonds 
or we can forgive and forget 
and not create more karma.

What are the keys to devel-
oping the power of forgive-
ness? 

One of the keys is to “Let 
go.” when we forgive and 
forget we are letting go of the 
past and what has happened. 
We are saying,” I forgive the 
person for what has hap-
pened. Then I am going to 
forget about it.” In this way, 
we are letting it go.

Let us devote ourselves to 

forgiving and forgetting, let-
ting go and getting God. We 
can tell our mind that we 
need to forgive everyone and 
everything from the past and 
make a conscious decision to 
forget all the previous hurts. 
Let us use forgiveness, in 
this way we can also protect 
our body from the damage 
caused by the hormones re-
leased because of anger. We 
can then see a reduction in 
stress related ailments.

 If we can be brave and cou-
rageous to learn to forgive we 
can put our attention into 
purposes that we help us at-
tain union with God. If we 
maintain a calm mind we can 
make progress in our medita-
tion leading back to God.

Letting go and Getting God
MATTer OF FAITH

sANT RAJINDER sINGH

Excerpted from the book 
in The Wisdom of Yogananda 
series, How to Be Happy All 
the Time:

To seek happiness outside 
ourselves is like trying to las-
so a cloud. Happiness is not a 
thing: It is a state of mind. It 
must be lived. Neither world-
ly power nor moneymaking 
schemes can ever capture 
happiness.

Mental restlessness re-
sults from an outward focus 
of awareness. Restlessness 
itself guarantees that hap-
piness will remain elusive. 
The more widely we scatter 
our energies, the less power 
we have left to direct toward 
any specific undertaking. 
Octopus habits of worry and 
nervousness rise from ocean 
depths in the subconscious, 
fling tentacles around our 
minds, and crush to death 
all that we once knew of in-
ner peace.

HAppINEss Is  
A cHoIcE
Persons of strong character 
are usually the happiest. 
They do not blame others for 
troubles that can be traced to 
their own actions and lack of 
understanding. 
They know that no one has 
the power to add to their 
happiness or detract from 
it, unless they themselves 
allow the adverse thoughts 
or wicked actions of others 
to affect them.

A strong determination to 
be happy will help you. Do 
not wait for your situation to 
change, thinking that therein 
lies the trouble. Try to be hap-

py under all circumstances.
Happiness depends to 

some extent upon external 
conditions, but chiefly upon 
conditions of the inner mind. 
Without internal happiness, 
one can be a prisoner of wor-
ries in a rich castle. Happi-
ness comes from struggling 
against the difficulties of life 
with an acquired attitude of 
unshakable inner happiness.

The habit of preserving 
an internal happy attitude 
of mind should have been 
started when you were very 
young, but it is not too late to 
begin now. From today on-
ward, make up your mind 
that when you meet your 
trying relatives, when you 
come in contact with your 
overbearing boss, and when 
you experience the trials 
of life, you will try to retain 
your internal calmness and 
happiness.

AlwAys REmAIN 
EvEN-mINDED  
AND cHEERful
The most important condi-
tion for lasting happiness is 
even-mindedness. Remain 
ever calmly centered in the 
Self, within. As a child’s sand 
castle disintegrates before in-
vading waves, so does a rest-
less mind, lacking strength 
of will and perseverance, 
succumb to the pounding it 
receives from the waves of 
changing circumstance.

A diamond, however, re-
tains its strength and clarity 
no matter how many waves 
crash down upon it. The man 
of inner peace, similarly, his 
consciousness made crys-
talline by inner calmness, 
retains his equanimity 
through even the storms of 

mighty trials.
A good rule to live by, and 

one that will take you sailing 
through many tests in life 
is, under all circumstances, 
to remain even-minded and 
cheerful. Tell yourself simply, 
“Whatever comes of itself, let 
it come.”

Toil and struggle are the 
norms of life on earth. They 
are blessings, not misfor-
tunes, for they provide us 
with a testing ground for our 
own inner development.

As we hone our peace of 
mind—its pure metal forged 
in meditation—on the abra-
sive surface of outer diffi-
culties, we develop the clear 
discrimination with which 

to slice through to delusion’s 
heart. Eventually we arrive 
at that blessed state where 
the very luster of our peace 
protects us during all our 
activities.

Why sneer at the world?
The worst pests that attack 

our plant of happiness are: 
lack of the desire to progress, 
self-satisfaction, and skepti-
cism. The chill of inertia—or 
lack of definite, constant ef-
fort to know the Truth—is the 
greatest ill.

It requires only shallow wis-
dom to be disillusioned with 
life. World-weary metaphy-
sicians pride themselves on 
their “aloofness from it all,” 
and turn up their noses at the 

mere mention of anything 
beautiful. Granted, life is 
riddled with inconsistencies. 
Earthly fulfillments are, in 
fact, short lasting. Recogni-
tion of these realities is not, 
in itself, a proof of profun-
dity. Nothing of value is ever 
attained by negativity alone.

Wisdom must be ap-
proached with a positive 
outlook. Why sneer at the 
world? World-weariness is 
inadequate as a cure for life’s 
sufferings, for it fosters an at-
titude of indifference, the pro-
genitor of spiritual laziness.

pRIDE AND lusT 
cAusE uNHAppINEss
Evil is the absence of true joy. 

That is what makes it evil. 
Otherwise, can you say that 
a tiger commits evil in killing 
its prey? To kill is the tiger’s 
nature, given to it by God.

Evil comes into the picture 
when one has the potential 
for attaining inner joy. Any-
thing that separates us from 
that divine state is evil for 
us, because it distances our 
awareness from what we re-
ally want in life.

Hence the scriptural in-
junctions against lust, for 
example, and pride. The 
commandments are for 
man’s welfare, not for the 
Lord’s gratification! They 
are warnings to the unwary 
that, although certain at-
titudes and actions may at 
first seem fulfilling, the end 
of the road for anyone pur-
suing them is not happiness, 
but pain.

ovERspENDING 
lEADs To  
coNsTANT woRRy
Most people spend more 
than they earn, yet to spend 
more than you earn leads to 
constant mental worry. The 
extra money is acquired by 
borrowing, or by buying 
with promises to pay in the 
future.

Think for a moment: If you 
should get sick suddenly, 
how would you continue 
without the usual income, 
if you have no savings put 
away? Along with the art 
of moneymaking, it is well 
to learn the art of money-
saving. 

Simplicity is the key. Sim-
plicity is not grinding pover-
ty. To live simply is to pursue 
a  path of moderation. In a 
life of balance between ex-

tremes lies inner happiness.

AccEpT cHANGE As 
lIfE’s oNly  
coNsTANT
Change is often approached 
with apprehension. In giving 
up something, people think, 
“Will I be left with nothing?” 
It takes courage to renounce 
a familiar pain for an un-
known, therefore uncertain, 
happiness.

As long as one’s hopes for 
better things are opposed by 
fear of their attainment, the 
mind can never be at peace. 
Accept change, therefore, as 
life’s only constant.

Our lives are an endless 
procession of gains and 
losses, of joys and sorrows, 
of hopes and disappoint-
ments. At one moment we 
find ourselves threatened 
by the storms of trials; mo-
ments later, a silver lining 
brightens the gray clouds; 
then, suddenly, the skies are 
blue again.

Neither brood on life’s dis-
appointments nor revel in its 
fleeting victories. See God’s 
changeless beauty as the 
heart of all change.

The cause of all suffering
You are living directly by 

the power of God. Suppose 
God suddenly changed 
the climate of this country. 
Where would be the food? 
How would you live? Why 
not remember that God is 
the sole support of the life 
He gave to you?

Even though He made that 
life dependent upon food, He 
is the cause of everything. 
When you lose your connec-
tion with God you are bound 
to suffer.

The law of life is this: The 

less one lives in harmony 
with the truth within, the 
more he suffers; but the 
more he lives in harmony 
with that truth, the more 
he experiences unending 
happiness. Nothing then 
can touch him, even though 
his body waste away with 
disease and people ridicule 
and persecute him. Through 
all the vagaries of life, he re-
mains ever blissfully cen-
tered in the indwelling Self.

mIllIoNs of 
EARTHly Joys 
cRusHED INTo oNE
The purpose of human life is 
to find God. That is the only 
reason for our existence. Job, 
friends, material interests—
these things in themselves 
mean nothing. They can 
never provide you with true 
happiness, for the simple 
reason that none of them, in 
itself, is complete. Only God 
encompasses everything. 
Divine joy is like millions 
of earthly joys crushed into 
one. Divine joy is the blaz-
ing Reality. Before it, earthly 
joys are but shadows.  The 
quest for human happiness 
is like looking around for a 
candle while sitting out of 
doors in the sun. Divine joy 
surrounds us eternally, yet 
people look to mere things 
for their happiness.

“He is always with me”
Yogis have learned that God 
can never be found outside. 
But when you go deep  
within your soul, in the 
temple of God, then you can 
say: “No one in the whole 
world cares for my health, 
prosperity, and happiness as 
my Father does. He is with me 
always.”

How to be happy all the time
eUpHOrIA
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Happiness is not a thing, it is a state of mind.

Deepam CHatterjee
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 MOUTH-WATERING CLASH 

Indomitable Lions ‘Cameroon’ 
hold Serbia to a 3-3 draw

Aleksandar Mitrovic took 
his team to a 3-1 lead for Ser-
bia early into the second half 
before Cameroon’s Vincent 
Aboubakar and Eric Max-
im Choupo-Moting struck 
stunning goals to play out 
a draw 3-3 in their Group G 
match of the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup 2022 here at the 
Al Janoub Stadium on Mon-
day.

With the win, Cameroon 
kept alive their faint hopes 
of reaching the round of 16. 
Although neither team will 
likely benefit from the out-
come, Serbia will undoubt-
edly be perplexed as to how 
they let a two-goal advantage 
to vanish at the Al Janoub 
Stadium after Aleksandar 
Mitrovic had given them a 
decisive advantage. Both the 
teams tried to find the win-
ner but the game ended in a 
3-3 stalemate. Serbia struck 
right in the first-half injury 
time to dramatically take a 
2-1 lead against Cameroon.

Early in the second half, 
Mitrovic increased Serbia’s 
advantage following an 
amazing team move, but 
just after Aboubakar’s stun-
ning dinked goal had cut the 
score in half, Eric Maxim 
Choupo-Moting finished the 

comeback from close range.
Cameroon scored their 

second goal of the game after 
a lot of drama on the field. 
Vincent Aboubakar scored 
the goal but the linesman 
raised the offside flag. The 
referee took it up for a rew-
iew and the goal was eventu-
ally allowed. Cameroon trail 
Serbia 2-3.

Cameroon bounced back 
in this game, in the same 
way as Serbia had made a 
stunning comeback in the 
first half. Minutes later, 
Cameroon build another 
counter and Aboubakar is 
once again in action. This 
time he goes with the ball, 
penetrates into the Serbia 
D, before passing it to Eric 
Maxim Choupo-Moting on 
the left side. The forward 
then smashes it into the nets.

Earlier in the first half of 
the match, Serbia struck 
right in the first-half injury 
time to take a dramatic 2-1 
lead over Cameroon. Jean-
Charles Castelletto netted 
an easy tap-in from a corner 
as Cameroon took a 1-0 lead 
against Serbia inside the first 
thirty minutes.

It was all Serbia in the first 
25 minutes of play, with 
Aleksandar Mitrovic com-
ing close to scoring twice. 
The star striker for Serbia, 

Mitrovic also missed two 
goals by inches after being 
denied by the post on both 
occasions. The star player’s 
goal was denied by the post 
on the first occasion and his 
second shot at goal missed 
the target by inches.

Cameroon continued 
to build an attack as they 
switch play from one side to 
the other, towards winger 
Bryan Mbeumo. He took 
a step or two before mak-
ing a through pass, which 
was cleared for a Cameroon 
throw-in.

Serbia came with full force 
as they netted two goals 
within two minutes. Serbia 
equalised in the stoppage 
time of the first half. A free 
kick for them, slightly far 
from the D, saw Strahinja 
Pavlovic finding the back of 
the net.

Dusan Tadic took a free-
kick and Pavlovic brilliant-
ly grabbed a header and 
slammed the ball into the 
net, putting Serbia level on 
goals.

Minutes later, Sergej Mi-
linkovic-Savic gave Serbia 
the lead after he drilled the 
ball inside the goalpost from 
outside the box.

The two teams went into 
the break with Serbia lead-
ing Cameroon 2-1.

MANCHESTER UNITED STAR 

Fred opens up on taking inspiration 
from WC-winning Brazil squad

Manchester United star Fred 
recently opened up on the 
inspiration he has received 
from watching the 2002 
World Cup-winning Brazil 
squad.

Led by legends such as Ro-
berto Carlos, Cafu, Ronald-
inho and Ronaldo, Brazil tri-
umphed in 2002 under the 
managerial genius of Luis 
Felipe Scolari.

Recently, football legend 
Ronaldinho surprised his 
fans by making his debut 
India’s own microblogging 
platform on Thursday. The 
legendary player became 

the latest popular personal-
ity from the sports fraternity 
to join the social bandwagon.

The popular sportstar fi-
nally marked his presence 
on Koo as he opened his of-
ficial Koo handle and gained 
over 3.6K followers in just 
24 hours. His verified Koo 
account goes his the name 
of “@ronaldinho” with his 
profile picture.

Ronaldinho’s first post on 
Koo features “thumbs up” 
emojis, “I also participated, 
this is Ronaldinho.”

While some fans are still 
trying to understand if this 
is actually Ronaldinho, fans 
have already started wel-
coming their Gaucho on Koo.

The 42-year-old  an-
nounced his retirement in 
January after a career that 
included a World Cup tro-
phy, a UEFA Champions 
League title and two FIFA 

World Player of the Year 
awards.

Ronaldinho began his ca-
reer with Brazil’s Gremio in 
1998 before spells with Paris 
Saint-Germain, Barcelona, 
AC Milan, Flamengo, Que-
retaro and Fluminense.

He was voted FIFA World 
Player of the Year in 2004 
and 2005, and was a mem-
ber of Brazil’s triumphant 
2002 World Cup team. 
Apart from Ronaldinho, 
Former Indian National foot-
baller known as “Sikkimese 
Sniper” Bhaichung Bhutia 
also joined Koo last year.

The Selecao beat Germany 
2-0 in the final to win their 
fifth World Cup, the most by 

any nation in history.
Fred,  who was only 

nine years old at the time, 
watched the games from his 
home and remembered see-
ing the great team play.

During a recent interview 
with Manchester United TV, 
the midfielder opened up on 
watching the tournament.

“I remember 2002,” he 
said. “I remember something 
of ‘98, but just a little flash; I 
don’t remember a lot. But, in 
2002, I remember I watched 
every game in Japan.

“In Brazil, the matches 
were at five o’clock in the 
morning, so I remember I 
talked to my father to wake 
me up to watch every game.  

Mohammed Kudus’ 
brace and Mo-
hammed Salisu’s 

strike helped Ghana edge 
past South Korea 3-2 in a 
Group H match here at Edu-
cation City Stadium.

In a thrilling battle, Ghana 
first took a 2-0 lead in the 
first half which was equal-
ized by South Korea in the 
second half but Ghana 
scored the decisive goal to 
make it 3-2. South Korea 
started off aggressively 
with Cho Gue-Sung strik-
ing from his left foot shot to 
the centre of the box but was 
blocked.

In the eighth minute, Jeong 
Woo-Yeong’s right-footed 
shot from outside the box 
was also blocked as Ghana’s 
defence looked strong.

In the 21st minute, Ghana’s 
Daniel Amartey got a yellow 
card. Three minutes later, 
Ghana took the lead as Mo-
hammed Salisu’s left-footed 
shot from very close range 
to the bottom right corner 
gave them a 1-0 lead.

In the 27th minute, Jung 
Woo-Young of Korea was 
shown a yellow card for a 

bad foul. In the 34th minute, 
Jordan Ayew’s cross helped 

Mohammed Kudus take a 
header from the centre of 

the box which went on to 
hit the bottom right corner.

Ghana went into half-time 
with a 2-0 lead over South 
Korea.

South Korea came back 
aggressively in the second 
half scoring a goal in the 
58th minute as Cho Gue-
Sung’s header from the cen-
tre of the box went on to hit 
the centre of the goal. The 
Asian side managed to pull 
one back.

Three minutes later Cho 
Gue-Sung’s header from 
very close range found the 
high centre of the goal to 
make it level at 2-2.

In the 68th minute, Ghana 
again took the lead as Inaki 
Williams’ assist helped Ku-
dus take a left-footed shot 
from the centre of the box 
which went on to find the 
centre of the goal.

Ghana hung on to their 
3-2 lead to register their first 
win of the ongoing World 
Cup as they lost their pre-
vious game to Portugal 2-3. 
South Korea played a goal-
less draw with Uruguay in 
their first game of the tour-
nament, followed by a defeat 
in this match.

ENTHRALLING CONTEST
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KUDUS’ BRACE HELPS GHANA
EDGE PAST SOUTH KOREA 3-2
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REFLECTING ON MEXICO WIN 

I THROW HIM A TURD, HE FINDS
SOLUTIONS: DI MARIA ON MESSI

Argentina star Angel Di 
Maria has downplayed 
his assist in Lionel Messi’s 
crucial goal for Argentina 
in their crucial win over 
Mexico at the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup in Qatar, saying 
that he “threw him a turd, 
but he (Messi) finds solu-
tions to everything”.

Lionel Messi’s superb 
long-range strike and Enzo 
Fernandez’s stunning 
goal guided Argentina to 
a dominating victory over 
Mexico 2-0 on Saturday in 
the Group C game at the Lu-
sail Stadium, keeping their 
FIFA World Cup dream 
alive. “I threw him a turd, 

but he always finds solu-
tions to everything,” The 
Juventus star was quoted as 
saying by Goal.com after the 
match.

“What matters is that the 
ball got to him. We had spo-
ken a minute before [the 
goal]. He said they were 
dropping deep, narrow, 
inside [the area] and so the 
space in front of them would 
appear, to try to give it to 
him there. I waited for that 
moment to appear and gave 
it to him. And he scored a 
tremendous goal. I do not 
have words any more. I have 
had the chance to play with 
the best player in the world 
at club level, and for 14 years 
with the national team, and 
for me Leo is everything,” 

he added.
It may not have been a 

memorable performance, 
but Argentina get the win 
they needed, beating Mexi-
co 2-0 at the Lusail Stadium 
to keep their hopes of quali-
fication alive.

After their shocking 2-1 
loss to Saudi Arabia, Ar-
gentina knew defeat would 
mean elimination. They 
laboured once more until 
Messi’s 65th-minute inter-
vention.

In a rough and tense 
match, the 35-year-old, who 
is likely playing in his final 
World Cup, scooped up An-
gel Di Maria’s pass outside 
the box and fired a crisp 
shot into the bottom corner 
to break the score. 
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Mohammed Kudus’ brace ensured that Ghana goes on to win the match.

WINNING HEARTS IN PAKISTAN

Ben Stokes to donate his 
match fees to flood victims

Ahead of England’s first 
Test series in Pakistan in 17 
years, skipper Ben Stokes 
has announced that he 
would donate his match 
fees from the Test series to 
the Pakistan Flood appeal.

“There is a sense of re-
sponsibility amongst the 
playing and support group 
and to be here is special,” 
Stokes said in a tweet. “The 
floods that devastated Pak-
istan earlier this year was 
very sad to see and has had 
significant impact on the 
country and the people.”

The monsoon season had 
seen the most severe flood-
ing in Pakistan, leaving sev-
eral homeless. Public facili-
ties and schools have also 
been destroyed or damaged 
severely in the floods.

The floods affected each 
of the four provinces in 
the country, causing mas-

sive destruction of unprec-
edented nature.

Stokes wrote that he was 
“excited” to be back as a 
Test team in the country 
after 17 years and declared 
the series as a “historic” 
one.

“The game has given me 
a lot in my life and I feel it’s 
only right to give something 
back that goes far beyond 
cricket. I will be donating 
my match fees from this 
Test series to the Pakistan 

Flood appeal. Hopefully, 
this donation can go to-
wards the rebuilding of 
areas of Pakistan most af-
fected by the flooding.”

The series, which will be a 
part of the ICC World Test 
Championship cycle, has 
matches in Rawalpindi, 
Multan and Karachi.

While Pakistan are fifth in 
the WTC Standings, Eng-
land are out of contention 
for the final and are placed 
seventh.
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HITS 7 SIXES IN AN OVER

RUTURAJ GAIKWAD SCRIPTS WORLD 
RECORD, SLAMS DOUBLE TON AGAINST UP
Maharashtra captain and 
opener Ruturaj Gaikwad 
hits a brilliant double cen-
tury, hammered an unbeaten 
220 off just 159 balls, while 
Assam all-rounder Riyan 
Parag slammed a whirlwind 
174 off 116 deliveries to win 
their respective quarter-final 
matches in the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy on Monday.

Gaikwad’s efforts and Ra-
jvardhan Hangargekar’s 
maiden five-wicket haul in 
List A cricket meant Ma-
harashtra defeated Uttar 
Pradesh by 58 runs in the 
second quarter-final match of 
the tournament at the Naren-
dra Modi Stadium B Ground 
in Ahmedabad.

On the other hand, Parag’s 
knock of a lifetime and his 
career-best effort in List A 
cricket helped Assam chase 

down a stiff 351 set by Jam-
mu & Kashmir in the third 
quarter-final match at Guja-
rat College Cricket Ground ‘A’ 
in 46.1 overs, with his team-
mate Rishav Das making 114 
not out.

Maharashtra’s innings was 
all about Gaikwad as he hit 
a mind-boggling seven sixes 
in an over, the first time it’s 
happened in List A cricket. 
He got this achievement in 
the 49th over of the innings, 
bowled by left-arm spinner 
Shiva Singh.

As Shiva operated from 
around the wicket, Gaikwad 
smashed sixes over deep 
mid-wicket, straight down 
the ground, and deep square 
leg. Shiva then went in with a 
change in the trajectory, but 
the result was same as Gai-
kwad smashed consecutive 
sixes over long-off fence.

A no-ball was signalled 
and Gaikwad smacked the 

ball from Shiva over long-on 
for another six, also getting 
the right-handed batter his 
maiden double century in 
List A cricket in 153 balls. For 
the last ball, Shiva went for 
over the wicket angle, but it 
made no change as Gaikwad 
sent it soaring over deep mid-
wicket to take 43 runs off the 
over.

Gaikwad eventually fin-

ished on 220 not out off 159 
balls, with ten fours and 16 
sixes, as Maharashtra made 
330/5 in their 50 overs, as 
58 runs came off the last two 
overs. Shiva, who was at the 
receiving end of Gaikwad’s 
assault, finished with 0/88 
from nine overs.

Rest of the Maharashtra 
batters combined to make 
just 96 runs off 142 balls, 

though Azim Kazi (37) played 
the second fiddle in stitching 
a 146-run stand off 107 balls 
with Gaikwad for the fourth 
wicket.

Gaikwad taking 43 runs 
from that over off Shiva 
made it to the record books 
of most expensive over in 
List A cricket, equalling the 
combined effort of Brett 
Hampton and Joe Carter, off 
Willem Ludick, for Northern 
Districts against Central Dis-
tricts in a Ford Trophy game 
in New Zealand in 2018.

He also became the first In-
dian batter to make 43 runs 
off an over in List A cricket. 
Gaikwad, 25, also became 
the second batter in the on-
going edition of the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy to reach the 
double-century mark after 
Tamil Nadu’s Narayan Jaga-
deesan smacked 277 against 
Arunachal Pradesh in  
Bengaluru. 
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Ruturaj Gaikwad created world record by scoring 43 runs in an over. 

Ben Stokes.

 Fred.


