
CENTRE NOTIFIES 
APPOINTMENT OF 
2 LAWYERS FOR 
BOMBAY HC
NEW DELHI: The 
Centre has notified 
the appointment of 
advocates Santosh Gov-
indrao Chapalgaonkar 
and Milind Manohar 
Sathaye as Additional 
Judges of the Bombay 
High Court. They have 
been appointed as per  
seniority for a period 
of two years.  Law and 
Justice Minister Kiren 
Rijiju extended best 
wishes to them.  The 
Supreme Court Col-
legium in its meeting 
held in September this 
year had approved 
the proposal for the 
elevation of the two 
advocates as Judges in 
the Bombay HC.  

RBI TO LAUNCH 
DIGITAL RUPEE 
ON THURSDAY ON 
PILOT BASIS
MUMBAI: The Reserve 
Bank of India on Tues-
day announced that it 
will launch retail digital 
rupee (eRs-R) on 1 De-
cember 2022, on a pilot 
basis. RBI had on 31 
October 2022, indicated 
that the pilot in retail 
digital rupee eRs-R 
would commence in a 
month’s time. Accord-
ing to a statement from 
RBI, the pilot would 
cover select locations 
in closed user group 
(CUG) comprising 
participating custom-
ers and merchants. The 
eRs-R would be in the 
form of a digital token 
that represents legal 
tender. 

TOP OF THE DAY

P5

NIA conducts raids at 13 places 
against terror-gangster nexus 

In a fresh crackdown against 
terror-gangster nexus, the 
National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) on Tuesday carried 
out searches at 13 places in 
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, 
Chandigarh, Delhi and Na-

tional Capital Region (NCR). 
The places raided by the 

NIA included Fazilka, Taran 
Taran, Ludhiana, Sangrur 
and Mohali, districts of Pun-
jab; Yamuna Nagar district 
of Haryana; Sikar district of 
Rajasthan; and Outer North 
District of Delhi and NCR to 
dismantle and disrupt the 

emerging nexus between 
terrorists, gangsters and 
drug smugglers or traf-
fickers based in India and 
abroad in two cases regis-
tered in August 2022. 

This is the third round of 
raids by the NIA in the case, 
and searches are part of the 
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CRACKDOWN 

‘BE ASHAMED’: ISRAELI ENVOY SLAMS IFFI 
JURY HEAD FOR ‘KASHMIR FILES’ REMARKS 

 

After remarks of Israeli filmmaker Nadav 
Lapid on the movie ‘The Kashmir Files’ set 
off a controversy, Israeli envoy to India Naor 
Gilon on Tuesday slammed the IFFI Jury 
Head and apologized for the conduct of his 
countryman at the 2022 International Film 
Festival of India in Goa. 

Denouncing the comment, Gilon on Tues-
day reaffirmed his country’s ties with India. 

“I think one private person with his own opin-

ion shouldn’t change anything here. The rela-
tions are much stronger than one individual 
and I think they will continue regardless of 
another individual.” 
“An open letter to #NadavLapid following 
his criticism of #KashmirFiles. It’s not in He-
brew because I wanted our Indian brothers 
and sisters to be able to understand. It is also 
relatively long so I’ll give you the bottom line 
first. YOU SHOULD BE ASHAMED,” am-
bassador Gilon tweeted. Gilon, in a series of 
tweets, rebuked Lapid and emphasized how 
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Call for freedom?

Protesters march during a rally against China’s tough 
Covid-19 restrictions in Beijing on Tuesday.
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Amid ongoing pro-
tests across China, 
the outcries of the 

youngsters in the country 
have come to light as they are 
demanding to be freed from 
not only the strict Covid lock-
downs Chinese Communist 
Party’s (CCP) surveillance of 

people in China.
CNN reported that thou-

sands of protesters, includ-
ing the younger generation in 
China, have refused to obey 
the Chinese government as 
the protests on the streets of 
major cities continue to in-
tensify. The tightening grip 
of the CCP on Chinese resi-
dents has become a rallying 
cry of “want freedom” in the 

country. 
According to videos circu-

lating online, hundreds of 
people are seen shouting slo-
gans to express anger against 
the death of at least 10 people 
in a fire in Urumqi, the capi-
tal of Xinjiang. 

Security has been tight-
ened throughout several 
cities where leaders have 
extensive surveillance and 

security capabilities in Chi-
na. As a result of a stron-
ger response from the local 
authorities, the protests in 
some areas of China have 
subsided, CNN reported. 
 
In the country’s biggest cit-
ies, from the financial hub 
of Shanghai to the capital 
Beijing, residents gathered 
over the weekend to mourn 

the dead from a fire in Xin-
jiang, speak out against 
zero-Covid and call for 
freedom and democracy. 
Hundreds of demonstrators 
and police clashed in Shang-
hai as protests over China’s 
severe Covid-19 restrictions 
continued into the third day 
and spread to several other 
cities. 

PROTESTS CONTINUE IN CHINA AMID 
‘WE WANT FREEDOM’ SLOGAN 

NO SURVEILLANCE, PLEASE
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 Protesters, including younger generation, refuse to obey the Chinese government 

BATTLE OF RAJASTHAN 

Gehlot, Pilot hold hands, say ‘we are united’

In a rare show of ‘unity’, the 
warring Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot and 
Congress leader Sachin Pi-

lot on Tuesday appeared 
together in public. The 
feuding leaders hold each 
other’s hands and stressed 
that Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, which enters Ra-
jasthan on 4 December, will 

be a big success in the state.
“The party is supreme for 
us. We want the party to 
forge ahead and regain its 
glory,” Gehlot  told reporters. 
«There is an atmosphere of 
tension in the country and it 

is a huge challenge. But the 
success of the yatra shows 
that people fully support 
the issues raised by Rahul 
Gandhi.»

The party General Sec-
retary KC Venugopal also 

reiterated Rahul Gandhi’s 
statement describing both 
Gehlot and Pilot are “assets 
to the party”, while trying 
to send a message that party 
is supreme and the state  
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‘AAFTAB WAS TERRIBLY ANGRY AS 
SHRADDHA DECIDED TO LEAVE HIM’  
JATIN GOSWAMI 
NEW DELHI

SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE

Early in May this year, Shraddha 
Walkar finally decided to part ways 
with her live-in partner Aaftab 
Ameen Poonawala, which did not go 
well with the latter who resorted to 
murdering her in a well thought out 
manner and not due to sudden prov-
ocation, according to circumstantial 
evidence collected by Delhi Police, say 
sources. 

Apart from this, the Delhi Police 
team probing the death case has found 

bloodstains in Aaftab’s flat- includ-
ing from its bathroom, kitchen and 
bedroom, sources said on Tuesday. 
A total of 13 pieces of bones including 
a jawbone have so far been recovered 
from Gurugram and Delhi. Tests by 
Central Forensic Science Laboratory 
(CFSL) will be conducted to confirm 
whether they belong to a human be-
ing, sources said. “13 bones recovered 
so far. Some other items have also 
been found, which will be examined 
by CFSL. Some parts were also found 
on the border of Delhi Gurugram. A 
jaw has also been found. Some weap-

ons have been found from the jungle 
and Aaftab’s flat. With which weapon 
she was cut, it will be known after 
the CFSL report,” said Delhi Police 
sources. 

The police have also found some 
clothes of Aaftab and Shraddha and 
sent to CFSL for investigation, sources 
said on Tuesday. “These seem to be 
the same clothes that were used at 
the time of the incident, which will  
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Delhi court permits Aaftab’s 
narco test on 1 December 

The Saket court in Delhi on 
Tuesday gave permission 
to Delhi Police to conduct 
a narco test on the Shrad-
dha Walker accused Aaftab 
Poonawala on 1 December. 
Earlier, Metropolitan Mag-
istrate Aviral Shukla al-
lowed a Delhi Police plea, 

moved by the investigation 
officer, seeking permission 
to produce Aaftab before 
FSL Rohini for conducting 
the examination. The court 
granted permission to pro-
duce Aaftab before the doc-
tors for a pre-test medical 
examination at Ambedkar 
Hospital on 1 December. 

The court also granted the 
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TWO SENT TO JUDICIAL CUSTODY 
FOR ATTACKING POLICE VAN

Two men with swords, 
who attacked the police 
van carrying Aaftab Poon-
awalla outside the Forensic 
Science Laboratory (FSL) 
office in Delhi were sent to 
judicial custody on Tues-
day. 

Both the accused, Kul-

deep Thakur and Nigam 
Gurjar, arrested after the 
attack on Aaftab’s van on 
Monday, were produced in 
the court by the Delhi Po-
lice, from where they have 
been sent to judicial cus-
tody. Police said that their 
team is trying to identify 
and arrest the rest of the 
accused. 
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AT THE HELM

GEN ASIM MUNIR 
TAKES COMMAND 
AS PAKISTAN’S 
17TH ARMY CHIEF
TDG NETWORK  
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan army General Asim 
Munir on Tuesday took over 
the command from outgoing 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa. 
Marking an end to his six-
year tenure as the most pow-
erful person in the country, 
Bajwa passed the baton of 
command to Lt Gen Munir at 
a ceremony held at the Gen-
eral Headquarters (GHQ) in 
Rawalpindi, the Dawn news-
paper reported. 

The hype and hoopla cre-
ated over the appointment 
of Pakistan’s new army chief 
came to rest after General 
Asim Munir and General 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza were 
notified as the next chief 
of army staff (COAS) and 
chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee (CJCSC) respec-
tively on November 24. 
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LARGEST CARRIER 

TATA ANNOUNCES MERGER 
OF AIR INDIA AND VISTARA

The Tata Group on Tuesday 
announced the merger of its 
two airlines Vistara and Air 
India. With this consolida-
tion, Air India will be In-
dia’s leading domestic and 
international carrier with a 
combined fleet of 218 aircraft, 
making it India’s largest in-
ternational carrier and sec-
ond-largest domestic carrier. 

Vistara shall be merged 
with Air India post-receipt 
of requisite approvals. As 
part of the merger transac-
tion, SIA shall also invest Rs 
2,059 crore in Air India. Post 

the consolidation, SIA shall 
hold 25.1 per cent sharehold-
ing in Air India. The transac-
tion is estimated to be com-
pleted by March 2024. Air 
India, an airline fully-owned 
by Tata Sons, has been the 
flag carrier of India. Tata 
Sons, via its fully-owned 
subsidiary Talace Private 
Limited or Talace, had ac-
quired 100 per cent stake in 
Air India on 27 January 2022. 

Vistara, a 51:49 joint ven-
ture between Tata Sons and 
Singapore Airlines Limited 
(SIA), had been established 
in 2013 and is India’s lead-
ing full-service carrier with  
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WAR OF WORDS 

‘Ravana’ comment on 
PM:  BJP says ‘Congress 
has insulted Gujaratis’

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
on Tuesday came down 
heavily on Congress Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge for 
calling the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi as ‘Ravana’. 
Party national spokesper-
son Sambit Patra said that 
the Congress party has 
insulted not just the son of 
Gujarat but this insult has 
been rubbed into the heart 
of every Gujarati. 

Kharge made this contro-
versial remark about Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
during an election meeting 
in Gujarat. 

BJP’s national spokesper-
son Sambit Patra during 
a press conference here 
said, “Calling Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi Ravana 
is a grave insult to every 
Gujarati and it is an insult 
which is rubbed into every 

Gujarati which only reflects 
the mentality of the party 
(Congress).” 

BJP spokesperson Sambit 
Patra charged that Congress 
top leaders have insulted PM 
Modi time and again. “Sonia 
Gandhi who was the chief of 
the Congress had addressed 
PM Modi as a merchant of 
death (maut ka saudagar). 
Congress leader Subodh 
Kant Sahay had told PM 
Modi to die Hitler’s death,” 
he said. 

Patra further accused the 
Congress party of dividing 
the country and said that 
the ‘Tukde Tukde gang’ is 
dividing the country and has 
abused PM Modi. “It is an 
appeal to all Gujaratis that 
the party whose president 
has insulted Modi should 
be taught a lesson. Gujara-
tis should come out of their 
homes in a democratic way 
and take revenge by voting 
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IN TELANGANA 

YSRTP’s Sharmila 
arrested, later  
granted bail 

The Hyderabad Police on 
Tuesday arrested YSR 
Telangana Party president 
and Andhra Pradesh chief 
minister Jagan Mohan 
Reddy’s sister Y.S. Sharmila, 
when she tried to lay siege to 
Pragati Bhavan, the official 
residence of chief minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao. She 
was protesting against the 
attack on her convoy and 
caravan by the ruling Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi work-

ers in Warangal on Monday.
Bizarre scenes were wit-

nessed played on Hyderabad 
road when a crane brought 
in by the city police towed 
away the car of Sharmila 
while she still sat inside.

There was more drama 
at the police station where 
Sharmila was taken as she 
refused to come out of the 
car and a locksmith had to be 
brought in to open the door 
of the SUV.

Sharmila’s mother, YS Vi-
jayalakshmi, has been put  
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Kantilal Amrutiya  (BJP)
Off-late being called as 'Morbi Hero'.  
The five-time former MLA jumped into 
the river to save people during the Morbi 
Bridge tragedy. 

 
Arjun Modhwadia  (CONG)
The Congress leader is contesting from 
the Porbandar. 

Hardik Patel  (BJP)
The known Patidar face is contesting 
from Viramgam. 

Isudan Gadhvi  (AAP) 
AAP’s chief ministerial candidate;  
fighting from Khambhalia. 

Gopal Italia (AAP)
Controversial young leader of AAP  who 
is contesting in the Patidar-dominated  
Katargam seat. Despite the anti-BJP  
sentiment in 2017, the BJP had managed to 
hold onto the seat by a huge margin.

 
Rivaba Jadeja (BJP)
Cricketer Ravindra Jadeja's wife is a 
first timer; contesting from Jamnagar 
(North) 

 
Parshottam Solanki (BJP) 
Former Gujarat minister is contesting 
from Bhavnagar (Rural) 

Alpesh Kathiriya (AAP)
A former close aide of Hardik Patel, 
Kathiriya has been given ticket from the 
Patidar-dominated Varachha Road. 

Kharwa community holds key to political fortunes in Gujarat polls 

The mega face off between the political bigwigs in Gujarat Assembly Elections 2022 has not ended with the 
end of poll campaigning on Tuesday, it has just started. Gujarat’s 89 seats will go to polls on  

1 December and the remaining 93 seats on 5 December.  The results will be declared on 7 December.

Anti-incumbency LAck edge, 
unLikeLy to upset bjp gAmepLAn 

HigH VoLtAge cAmpAign ends

Gujarat Enters Phase I Polls on Thursday

As Gujarat is going 
to vote between 1 
December to 5 De-

cember for the 15th Gujarat 
legislative assembly, 39 po-
litical parties and 339 inde-
pendent candidates are in 
the fray throughout Gujarat. 
The main rivalry between 
these parties is still between 
the Bhartiya Janata Party 
and the Congress, while the 
Aam Aadmi Party is still 
only eligible to run in a few 
urban seats, including Surat 
and Ahmedabad, despite 
its attempts to carve out its 
own space in Gujarat poli-
tics by forming a triangular 
competition. The contesta-
tion for BJP in Gujarat has 
been created by parties in 
opposition through differ-
ent economic models and is-
sues, but the main factor that 
the BJP is trying to tackle is 
the anti-incumbency that 
has developed in the minds 
of the people since it ruled 
Gujarat for around 27 years.

It is not only the BJP that 
is facing anti-incumbency 
problems in the states; many 
other parties in history have 
also experienced the same. 
For example, left parties too 
felt the same anti-incumben-
cy problem when they ruled 
in West Bengal for around 
31 years, while the Demo-
cratic Front ruled in Sikkim 
for around 25 years. So, this 
kind of anti-incumbency 
trend in the political be-
haviour of Gujarat has also 
emerged in the 2022 legisla-

tive assembly election, but 
the main question lies in the 
fact that the anti-incumben-
cy factor has emerged well 
enough that has the potential 
of turning the political power 
in Gujarat.

A closer look at the is-
sue reveals that the BJP is 
emphasising the model of 
good governance as well as 
the economic development 
model that the nation per-
ceived during the 2014 gen-
eral election. Although there 
is a kind of distress among 
the youth about unemploy-
ment and the price rise, 
which AAP and Congress 
have captured well enough 
by emphasising employ-
ment and education in their 
manifestos, As AAP is focus-
ing more on the civic issues 
of education and health, it is 
targeting the BJP, which has 
not been able to create re-
markable success despite be-
ing in power for 27 years in 
Gujarat. But the BJP, which 
has a strong base in Gujarat 

at the grass-roots level, is 
more interested in empha-
sising the pride of Gujarat 
and being a Gujarati along 
with the model of good gov-
ernance and development.

This emphasis well suits 
the scenario of this election, 
when there is an intention of 
hijacking this anti-incum-
bency factor by those parties 
that have either parachuted 
in from outside (AAP is an 
outsider party for Gujarat) 
or neglected Gujarat from 
their core political agenda 
(Congress didn’t enter its 
own “Bharat Jodo Yatras” 
in Gujarat). In this scenario, 
the BJP tactically brings its 
leaders Amit Shah and Na-
rendra Modi to the forefront 
and emphasises them as 
sons of the soil. Recently, a 
young leader, Hardik Patel, 
who left Congress to join 
the BJP, also emphasised 
that Gujaratis should vote 
for their son, who will carry 
forward the legacy of Guja-
rat and pride. Thus, BJP in a 

nuanced way tries to tackle 
the anti-incumbency factor 
in Gujarat which never had 
the propensity of turning the 
political power in Gujarat.

Another important fac-
tor that needs to be kept in 
mind is that the party has 
also switched many leaders 
and given a chance to new 
figures, which ultimately 
resolves the problems of an-
ti-incumbency in the region. 
This gives an easy passage 
for the BJP to remain in pow-
er once again, as the opposi-
tion’s disunity will only help 
it win. It is also observed 
from the statistics of the last 
election that BJP has a very 
structurally stronghold in 
Gujarat and not only won 
the election rather defeated 
the congress with a huge 
margin. Therefore, the BJP 
is remarkably able to diffuse 
the anti-incumbency prob-
lem in Gujarat, which surely 
doesn’t have the potential 
to turn the political wind in 
Gujarat.
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By The People

total seats Polls in first 
PHase

Candidates 

KEY BATTLES

KeY Candidates 

Parties 

VOTERS

TOTAL    788 TOTAL IN THE 
fRAY: 39

TOTAL
4,90,89,765

182 89 Congress 89
BJP 89
AAP 88
BSP 57
AIMIM 6
Independent 339
Women 70

Male: 2.53 crore

female: 2.37 crore

first time : 11.62 lakh

Morbi

Rajkot (East)

Jamnagar (North)

Khambhalia

Porbandar

Visavadar

Amreli

Bhavnagar (West)

Jhagadia

Varachha Marg

Majura

Katargam

The fishermen from the 
Kharwa community will 
play an important role in 
deciding the fate of a politi-
cal party in the Gujarat elec-
tions. The fishermen in the 
poll-bound state of Gujarat 
constitute around 9% of the 
population.

President of the Porban-
dar Voting Association 
Mukesh Panjri said, “Fish-
ing is the main business of 
the people of the Kharwa 
community in Porbandar 
and plays an important role 

during the elections. The 
community has a strong-
hold in 10 to 12 seats like 
Porbandar, Mangalore, Jaf-
frabad, Mangalore, Valsad, 
Mandvi, Dwarka, etc.”

“The main and persistent 
issue of fishermen is the 
prices of diesel, which is in-
creasing continuously. 70% 
of the expenses of fisher-
men who take their boats to 
sea, is diesel,” he said.

The government an-
nounced a fixed diesel quo-
ta for a year of 24,000 litres 
for big boats and 21,000 
litres for small boats. “The 
demand that we had for 

years has increased. Now 
it has been increased to 
34,000 litres and 30,000 
litres. So the batch of our 
diesel has been increased,” 
said Mukesh Panjri.

Fishermen can now pur-
chase subsidised diesel 
from any government-ap-
proved petrol station, as op-
posed to the previous rule 
of only purchasing it from 
petrol stations run by the 
Gujarat Fisheries Central 
Cooperative Association or 
its sister cooperatives.

Mukesh Panjri added that 
the community was facing 
a lot of problems due to the 

unavailability of diesel but 
things are better now. “We 
had to stop our fishing boat 
for two-three days, now our 
demand has been fulfilled, 
and the problem is solved. 
We can now buy diesel from 
any diesel pump in society. 
We thank the government 
for this scheme,” he said.

Talking about the PMS-
SY scheme, he said that 
the fishermen aren’t able 
to avail the benefits of the 
scheme as the entire system 
is online. The Gujarat gov-
ernment’s Fisheries Depart-
ment has made new rules 
that have been troublesome 

for the people.
“Our season is from 1 Au-

gust and ends on 31 May, af-
ter 2 months of closure the 
fishermen are eager to go 
early as they can then catch 
better fish. The fishermen 
have not been able to avail 
of the subsidy provided 
through the online system 
and therefore the fishermen 
aren’t happy,” he said.

He said that though there 
is a lot of displeasure in the 
Kharwa community due 
to the online system, we 
are nationalists and think 
about the country first and 
would vote for PM Modi in 

the coming polls. 
“The role of the fishermen 

of Veraval in Somnath dis-
trict is also considered very 
important for the election, 
they cannot be ignored,” 
said a fisherman of Veraval. 

Harjeet, who comes from 
the fishermen’s commu-
nity, says that here everyone 
lives together, there is no 
problem with Hindu Mus-
lims, and we do business to-
gether. “ I will vote because 
Modi saheb is doing devel-
opment work. There is loss 
as now there is no fish in the 
river but we have faith in 
the Modi government that 

Modi will give us facilities.”
“We will know we have 

our problems, our business 
is slow, but still, we will vote 
for Modi only. But we vote 
on the basis of society. Our 
society keeps our views 
ahead, where our fisher-
men society tells us to vote, 
we vote there,” he said.

As the assembly elections 
are around the corner, the 
BJP government in Gujarat 
has announced an increase 
in the quota of diesel and 
kerosene for fishermen. 
The move comes amid 
growing concern in the 
party that the fishing com-

munity, which has a major 
presence in at least nine 
constituencies in the state, 
is drifting away from the 
BJP.

The BJP, in its Sankalp 
Patra, has recently talked 
about setting up 2C Food 
Parks, one in South Guja-
rat and one in Saurashtra. 
India’s first blue economy 
industrial corridor will be 
built, and the government 
has tried to provide relief to 
fishermen by talking about 
the modernisation of fish-
ing infrastructure such as 
jetties, cold supply chains, 
and boats.

deciding FActoR 
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In a first, the Indian Army has trained kites to prey on enemy 
drones, and they were shown in action during the ongoing 
joint training exercise Yuddh Abhyas of India and the US in 
Uttarakhand’s Auli.

A kite named “Arjun” trained to prey on enemy drones was 
shown in action during the ongoing joint training exercise. 
During the exercise, the Indian Army created a situation in 
which it used a kite and a dog to identify the location of enemy 
drones and destroy them. In this, the dog alerts the Indian 
Army after hearing the sound of the drone. Whereas the kite 
works to identify the location of the enemy’s drone and cir-
cumcise it in the air.

Indian Army troops are using trained kites to prey on en-
emy drones, a first-of-its-kind use of these birds. The Indian 
Army is using trained kites along with dogs for military op-
erations, Army officials said.

Such a capability can help the security forces tackle the 
menace of drones coming from across the border to Indian 
areas in Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir.

The Centre clarified to 
the Supreme Court 
that there was no legal 

compulsion to get a vaccina-
tion for Covid-19.

In an affidavit filed in the 
Supreme Court, the Centre 
argued that the concept of 
informed consent is inap-
plicable to the voluntary use 
of a drug such as a vaccine. 
“While the Government of 
India strongly encourages 
all eligible persons to under-
take vaccination in the pub-
lic interest, there is no legal 
compulsion for the same,” the 
affidavit read. The Centre’s 
response came to a petition 
filed by two parents whose 
daughters have allegedly 
passed away due to the side 
effects of the Covid vaccine.

If a person suffers physical 
injury or death from Adverse 
Events Following Immuniza-
tion (AEFI), appropriate le-
gal remedies are open to the 
vaccine beneficiary or their 
family, including approach-
ing civil courts for a claim of 
damages or compensation for 
negligence, malfeasance, or 
misfeasance. “Such claims 
may be determined on a case-
by-case basis in an appropri-
ate forum,” the Centre said, 
further submitting that “there 
is no material evidence to sug-
gest how the State can be fas-
tened with strict liability for 
the tragic death of the respec-
tive children of the petition-
ers, which is the requirement 
in law to sustain a claim for 
compensation against the 
State under Article 32 of the 
Constitution.”

On the contrary, the union 

government said that the facts 
placed in this affidavit show 
how the government of India 
has made substantial efforts 
in ensuring a safe national 
COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme.

The Centre also clarified 
that information on Co-
vid-19 vaccination is made 
freely available in the public 
domain by both the vaccine 
manufacturer and the Min-
istry of Health and Family 
Welfare (MoHFW).

Just as a medicine has side 
effects, AEFIs are reported 
for every vaccine in the world. 
A vaccine beneficiary always 
has the option to access even 
more information about the 
vaccine and its possible ad-
verse effects from the health 
workers at the vaccination 
site or their doctor before 
making an informed decision 

on their own, the government 
said. As it submitted that once 
a vaccine beneficiary who has 
access to all relevant informa-
tion, voluntarily chooses to 
enter a vaccination centre and 
receive vaccination, the ques-
tion of a lack of informed con-
sent does not arise, it added.

The Centre has opposed 
the petition seeking com-
pensation from the respon-
dents for the deaths of their 
respective children and said 
that causation analysis has 
revealed that the death of the 
daughter of the first petition-
er was from a vaccine prod-
uct-related reaction, while 
in the case of the daughter of 
the second petitioner, there 
is insufficient evidence to 
arrive at a definitive conclu-
sion.

The Centre also said that 
the existing mechanism 

for monitoring, investiga-
tion, and analysis of AEFIs 
under the National AEFI 
Committee and Secretariat 
is adequate, effective, trans-
parent, and guided by global 
best practices and scientific 
medical experts.

“The prayers made by 
the petitioners in regard to 
an independent review of 
AEFI cases ought not to be 
granted by this Court, as the 
same would plant a seed of 
doubt in the existing regula-
tory and AEFI monitoring 
mechanisms and harm the 
public interest. 

It may be noted that the 
petitioners have failed to 
show how the existing AEFI 
monitoring and investigation 
system has proven to be inad-
equate in the present case,” 
the Centre said, urging the 
court to dismiss the plea.

clarification 

no legal compulsion to get covid-19 
vaccination: centre tells sc
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In the murder case of YS 
Vivekananda Reddy, a for-
mer Lok Sabha Member of 
Parliament (from Andhra 
Pradesh), the Supreme 
Court on Tuesday trans-
ferred the trial to a Special 
Court of the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) in Hy-
derabad.

The plea was filed by 
Suneetha Narreddy, daugh-
ter of YS Vivekananda Red-
dy, seeking directions to the 
CBI to speed up the investi-
gation into the murder case 
of her father and transfer 

the case to the Special CBI 
Court.

A bench of Justices BV 
Nagarathna and MR Shah 
was hearing a plea filed by 
Suneetha Narreddy, seek-
ing a transfer of the inves-
tigation into her father’s 
murder. While ordering 
the transfer of the case, it 
stated, “By considering the 
facts and circumstances, it 
cannot be said that the ap-
prehension of the petitioner 
that there may not be a fair 
trial or that there is a larger 
conspiracy and destruction 
of evidence at the scene of 
the crime is imaginary. The Union Minister of In-

formation and Broadcast-
ing, Anurag Thakur, said 
on Tuesday that present-
ing authentic information 
is the prime responsibil-
ity of the media and that 
facts should be properly 
checked before they are 
put in the public domain.

“While the speed with 
which the information is 
transmitted is important, 
accuracy is even more 
important and should be 
primary in the minds of 
communicators,” the min-
ister said while speaking 
at the opening ceremony 
of the Asia-Pacific Broad-
c a st i n g  Un i o n  (A B U ) 
General Assembly-2022. 
“With the spread of social 
media, fake news has also 
proliferated,” the minister 
added.

He said that the govern-
ment has established a 
“Fact Check” unit in the 
Press Information Bureau 
of the Government of In-
dia to counter unverified 
claims and present the 
truth to the people.

The Minister highlighted 
that for responsible media 
organizations, maintain-
ing public trust should be 
their highest guiding prin-
ciple. He also underlined 
that the media’s role dur-
ing a time of crisis becomes 
critical as it directly con-
cerns saving lives, adding 
that the media is at the core 
of national disaster man-
agement plans.

Minister Anurag Thakur 
also credited the media for 
coming to the aid of people 
stuck at home during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, say-
ing it was the media that 
connected people with the 
outside world. 

The Bombay High Court 
on Tuesday postponed the 
hearing on the bail peti-
tion filed by former Ma-
harashtra Home Minister 
and Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) leader Anil 
Deshmukh till 2 December 
in connection with the Rs 
100 crore extortion case 

filed by the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI).

The CBI had sought time 
from the court as Assistant 
Solicitor General (ASG) 
Anil Singh was not present 
in the court today due to ill 
health. 

The former Maharashtra 
Home Minister on 26 Oc-
tober moved the Bombay 
High Court for bail in con-
nection with the case.

The Law Department of the 
Arvind Kejriwal-led Delhi 
government has refused to 
pay several bills raised by 
advocates, amounting to 
crores, due to blatant non-
compliance with financial 
rules and violations of terms 
of engagement by the minis-
ter Kailash Gehlot, according 
to sources in the law depart-
ment.

The sources said it seems 
obvious that Minister Gehlot 
did so in full knowledge of 
the rules to be followed and 
flouted the same with the de-
liberate intent of not making 
the payments and blaming 
the Law Department instead. 

Sources also revealed that 
among several others, bills 
amounting to Rs. 15.5 lakh 
put up by Kapil Sibal, Senior 
Advocate, and a bill amount-
ing to Rs. 980,000 put up by 
Rahul Mehra, Senior Advo-
cate, have been turned down 
by the Law Department, cit-
ing a blatant departure from 
rules put in place by the Aam 
Aadmi Party government 
itself for the engagement of 
Senior Advocates and Ad-
vocates on Record (AoR), the 
sources said.

The sources added that 
the department has also not 
agreed to the very appoint-
ment of Kapil Sibal, Rahul 
Mehra, Senior Advocates, 
Jyoti Mendiratta, and Sud-
hanshu Padhi (AoRs).
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Confident of defending 
border dispute with 
Maharashtra: Karnataka CM 

The almost 19-year-old Karnataka-Maha-
rashtra border dispute case will be heard 
in the Supreme Court on Wednesday, and 
Chief Minister Basavaraja Bommai said that 
he is confident that senior lawyer Mukul 
Rohatgi will argue effectively on behalf of 
Karnataka.

Responding to the media after meeting se-
nior advocate Mukul Rohatgi in New Delhi 
on Tuesday, Bommai said Mukul Rohatgi 
is a senior lawyer, and our advocate general 
has already explained everything related to 
the Karnataka and Maharashtra border.

“I briefed Rohatgi about the legal back-
ground of the boundary dispute. He stated 
that every effort has been made to present 
arguments before the Supreme Court. An 
inquiry will be held on the maintainability 
standards set by the Maharashtra govern-
ment. Previous CJI Deepak Mishra had 
prepared the issue of its maintainability,” 
he said, adding that the state’s counsels are 
ready to discuss how to advance the argu-
ments.

It may be recalled here that the two neigh-
bouring states have been at loggerheads 
for over five decades over a border dispute. 
While the Mahajan report clearly stated 
that Belgaum and around 240 villages 
should be part of Karnataka, around 260 
villages should go to Maharashtra based on 
the linguistic basis, which was opposed in 
principle by the Maharashtra government, 
leading to a legal wrangle. Time and again, 
politicians from both states have used this 
dispute to gain political mileage, but the 
sheer number of years spent dragging the 

case clearly shows none of the parties pur-
sued the case seriously. So far, both states 
have formed several border dispute com-
mittees and task forces to bring the issue 
to a logical conclusion, but as things stand 
on the ground, these committees remained 
decorative bodies and only burdened the 
exchequer. 

In response to the fact that some villagers 
in Maharashtra, which has a large number 
of Kannadigas, have decided to join Karna-
taka by passing resolutions, Bommai said 
that there are rules for joining villages from 
one state to another.

In response to 42 villagers of Jath taluk 
asking for permission to visit him, Bommai 
said that this problem is not yesterday’s. 
“Time and again, such issues have been 
raised in the background regarding the lack 
of proper facilities, including water for irri-
gation and drinking. Now that the matter is 
in the Supreme Court and an all-party meet-
ing is being called to discuss the border row, 
I will take legal advice and proceed on this 
matter,” he said.

Meanwhile, the chief minister came down 
heavily on the former chief minister and

Leader of the Opposition, Siddaramaiah, 
for making a political statement about the 
issue. “When the Siddaramaiah government 
decided to provide drinking water via a GO, 
it was only on paper. I am in a responsible 
position, and everything will be done under 
the law and under the provisions of the con-
stitution,” he said.

Responding to the attack on the state-run 
buses in Maharashtra, he said that the state 
officials had already spoken to the Maha-
rashtra Home Department and that now the 
situation was under control.

dwindling air qualitY

Delhi faces another ‘very 
poor’ air day with 346 AQI

The air quality in the national 
capital continued to remain 
in the “very poor” category 
as the System of Air Qual-
ity and Weather Forecast-
ing and Research (SAFAR) 
recorded Delhi’s Air Quality 
Index (AQI) at 346 on Tues-
day morning.

On Monday, the SAFAR 
recorded Delhi’s AQI at 317. 
At the Delhi University area, 
the air quality was recorded 
as “very poor,” with the pres-
ence of PM 2.5 in the air re-
corded at 371, whereas the 
Pusa area recorded it at 341.

In its latest forecast, the SA-
FAR recorded the quality of 
the air in Dhirpur as “severe,” 
as the AQI here reached 460. 
Noida also saw the air quality 

fall into the “severe” category 
as the AQI rose to 438 today.

Meanwhile, Lodhi Road and 
Mathura Road also experi-
enced “very poor” air qual-
ity, with AQIs of 306 and 344, 
respectively. 

The AQI at Delhi Airport 
Terminal 3 was also recorded 
as “very poor,” at 347.

Air Quality Index is a tool 
for effectively communicating 
air quality status to people in 
terms that are easy to under-
stand. It transforms complex 
air quality data of various pol-
lutants into a single number 
(an “index value”), nomencla-
ture, and colour. 

The Air Quality Index from 
0 to 100 is considered good, 
while from 100 to 200 it is 
moderate, from 200 to 300 
it is poor, from 300 to 400 
it is said to be very poor, and 

from 400 to 500 or above it 
is considered severe.

Amid continuing poor air 
quality, the Sub-Committee 
for invoking actions under 
the Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) held a meeting 
on November 18 to review the 
progress of the actions imple-
mented under Stage II along 
with Stage I of the GRAP in 
the entire NCR. 

As per the dynamic model 
and weather/meteorological 
forecast provided by IMD and 
IITM, the overall air quality is 
likely to fluctuate largely be-
tween the “poor” and “very 
poor” categories in the next 
few days. The surface wind is 
predicted to be coming from 
the north or north-west direc-
tion in Delhi, the Ministry of 
Environment, Forestry, and 
Climate Change said.

top of the day

kerala hc 
upholds 
governor’s 
appointment of 
ciza thomas
KOCHI: The Kerala High 
Court on Tuesday upheld 
the order issued by Gover-
nor Arif Mohammad Khan 
appointing Ciza Thomas 
as the vice-chancellor (in-
charge) of the Kerala Tech-
nological University (KTU). 
Thomas is the senior joint 
director of the directorate 
of technical education. A 
single bench of Justice 
Devan Ramachandran 
also dismissed the petition 
filed by the state govern-
ment challenging the 
Governor’s order. Justice 
Ramachandran observed, 

“I cannot find fault with the 
chancellor in having done 
so. Ciza Thomas is fully 
qualified to be appointed 
as VC (in-charge) of the 
KTU University.”

Ysrtp chief 
sharmila’s car 
towed awaY BY 
police
HYDERABAD: YSR Telan-
gana Party president YS 
Sharmila was on Tuesday 
detained by the Hyderabad 
Police when she was ap-
proaching Pragati Bhavan 
to gherao the official 
residence of Chief Minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao. 
She was detained from 
Somajiguda and brought 
to SR Nagar Police station 
in Hyderabad. Before 
Sharmila was detained, 
Police towed away her car 
with the help of a crane, 
even as she was sitting 
inside it protesting against 
the Telangana CM KCR. 
Meanwhile, Sharmila’s 
husband Anil Kumar ar-
rived at SR Nagar police 
station to meet her after 
was detained from Soma-
jiguda. 

iaf conducts 
‘samanvaY 2022’ 
AGRA: To assess the 
efficacy of institutional 
disaster management 
structures and contingen-
cy measures, the Indian 
Air Force is conducting 
the Annual Joint Hu-
manitarian Assistance and 
Disaster Relief (HADR) 
Exercise ‘Samanvay 2022’ 
from November 28 to 30, 
2022, at the Air Force Sta-
tion Agra, said a statement. 
The exercise comprised a 
seminar on Disaster Man-
agement, a ‘Multi-Agency 
Exercise’ involving static 
and flying displays of vari-
ous HADR assets and a 
‘Table Top Exercise’, added 
the statement. Along 
with the involvement of 
various stakeholders from 
the country, the exercise 
witnessed participation by 
representatives from the 
ASEAN countries as well, 
as per the statement. 

satYendar jain 
moves delhi hc 
for Bail
NEW DELHI: Delhi's 
jailed Minister Satyendar 
Jain has moved Delhi 
High Court seeking bail 
in a money laundering 
case and said that he 
has cooperated with 
the investigation and 
produced himself seven 
times for recording 
statements.On 17 
November, 2022, the 
trial court dismissed 
his bail petition. Jain 
was arrested on 30 May, 
2022, under sections of 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act by the 
Enforcement Directorate.
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A woman beat up a man 
with slippers on the stage of 
Hindu Ekta Manch’s pro-
gramme in the Chattarpur 
area on Tuesday.

As per the visuals, the 
woman climbed onto 
the stage of Hindu Ekta 

Manch’s programme “Beti 
Bachao Mahapanchayat” to 
express her issues. While 
speaking on the mic, it ap-
peared that a man was try-
ing to push her away from 
the mic. The woman then 
started hitting the man 
with a slipper while sev-
eral others came on stage 
to move the woman away.

woman Beats man with slippers on 
stage of hindu ekta manch program
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A Indian soldier with kite 'Arjun'.





ISIS-INSPIRED TERRORISM CONTINUE TO POSE THREAT: DOVAL

National Security Advi-
sor (NSA) Ajit Doval on 
Tuesday highlighted that 
cross-border terrorism and 
ISIS-inspired terrorism 
continues to pose a threat to 
humanity. 
Addressing a conference 

in the national capital on the 
role of Ulema in fostering a 

culture of Interfaith Peace 
and Social harmony in India 
and Indonesia, Doval said 

“As you all are aware, both 
our countries have been 
victims of terrorism and 
separatism. While we have 
overcome the challenges 
to a considerable extent, 
the phenomenon of cross-
border and ISIS-inspired 
terrorism continues to pose 
a threat. Cooperation of the 

civil society is essential in 
countering the threat from 
ISIS-inspired individual 
terror cells and returnees 
from theatres like Syria and 
Afghanistan.” The national 
security advisor said that 
the aim of today’s discussion 
is to bring together Indian 
and Indonesian Ulema and 
scholars who can take for-
ward the cooperation in pro-
moting tolerance, harmony 

and peaceful co-existence. 
“This will bolster the fight 
against violent extremism, 
terrorism and radicalisa-
tion,” Doval said. 
“None of the ends for which 
extremism, radicalisation 
and the misuse of religion 
are employed are justifiable 
on any ground. This is a dis-
tortion of religion against 
which all of us need to raise 
our voices. Extremism and 

terrorism is against the very 
meaning of Islam because 
Islam means peace and well-
being (Salamati/Asalaam). 
Opposition to such forces 
should not be painted as a 
confrontation with any reli-
gion. That is a ruse”, he said. 
“Instead, we should focus 
on the real message of our 
religions, which stands for 
the values of humanism, 
peace and understanding. 
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DANGER OF TERROR FUTURE OUTLOOK 

Rise of India linked to rise of 
technology: Jaishankar 

 The rise of India is deeply 
linked with the rise of Indian 
technology and the country 
has woken up to key ques-
tions regarding the process-
ing and harvesting of its data, 
said External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar on Tuesday. 

Speaking at the seventh 
edition of the Global Tech-
nology Summit in New 
Delhi, the External Affairs 
Minister underscored the 
importance of technology 
in geopolitics and emerging 
world order. 
“We people, especially in In-
dia in the last two years, have 
woken up to the fact, where 

does our data reside? Who 
processes and harvests our 
data and what do they do 
with it? That is a very very 
key question,” Jaishnakar 
said. 

The three-day Summit is In-
dia’s annual flagship event on 
Geotechnology and is co-host-
ed by the Ministry of External 
Affairs and Carnegie India. 
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Ghelot, Pilot hold hands 
leaders are united to win the 2023 Assembly elections. 

As the rivals stood next to each other holding 
hands to present the optics days after Ashok 
Gehlot called Sachin Pilot a traitor, the party 

sought to send out a message of resolving the ongoing crisis. 
“We are united. Here Ashok Ji and Sachin Pilot Ji have 

said that the Congress party in Rajasthan is united. Rahul 
Gandhi has clearly stated that both Ashok Gehlot and Sa-
chin Pilot are assets to the party,” Venugopal said. 

Sachin Pilot, whose alleged revolt had triggered the crisis 
in the state Congress, said that the state is all set to wel-
come the Bharat Jodo Yatra which will enter the state on 
5 December. “Bharat Jodo Yatra with Rahul Gandhi will 
be welcomed with maximum enthusiasm and energy in 
Rajasthan. The Yatra will spend 12 days in the state. It will 
be a historic Yatra with the participation of all sections of 
people,” Pilot said.

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot said that the message of the 
top leadership in Congress goes to the grassroots prompt-
ing the leaders to work together. “Rahul Gandhi said yes-
terday that Ashok Gehlot and Sachin Pilot are assets to the 
party. It is a speciality of our party that when the message 
comes from the leader, it goes down till the bottom and we 
work together for the betterment of the party,” Gehlot said. 

Acknowledging the challenge of the 2023 Assembly elec-
tions in Rajasthan, the Chief Minister said that it is essen-
tial for the party to win elections, adding that the DNA of 
Congress and the country is same. “We have the challenge 
of the 2023 Assembly elections in Rajasthan. It is essential 
for us to win the elections, it is for the country’s welfare. If 
Congress is strong, only then the future of the country will 
be strong because the challenge that is before the country 
for which Indira Gandhi gave up her life, and Rajiv Gandhi 
was killed attempting to establish peace. Congress and the 
country have one DNA,” Gehlot said. 

The remarks of the Congress General Secretary came dur-
ing his visit to Rajasthan to review the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
preparedness. According to the sources, Venugopal held 
a meeting of all the state leaders of the party in the State 
Congress Committee War Room in Jaipur. “He instructed 
everyone to remain disciplined,” sources said. 

The Chief Minister lauded Rahul Gandhi and Bharat 
Jodo Yatra and said that the country has accepted the 
former Congress president’s message during the march. 
“The BJP is so worried that they are levelling allegations on 
the Yatra, and also putting pressure on the media. The way 
Rahul Gandhi has led the march and the message that he is 
giving, there is a new ray of hope in the country. The coun-
try has accepted the issues that Rahul Gandhi has raised. 
There can be surprising results in Gujarat,” he said. 

NIA conducts raids at 13 places
the friendship between the people and the states of India 

and Israel is very strong and will survive the damage in-
flicted by him. 

“The friendship between the people and the states of India 
and Israel is very strong and will survive the damage you 
have inflicted. As a human being I feel ashamed and want 
to apologize to our hosts for the bad manner in which we re-

paid them for their generosity and friendship,” said Gilon. 
“My suggestion. As you vocally did in the past, feel free to 

use the liberty to sound your criticism of what you dislike 
in Israel but no need to reflect your frustration on other 
countries. I’m not sure that you have enough factual basis 
to make such comparisons. I know I don’t,” he added. 

On Monday, IFFI Jury Head Nadav Lapid, at the closing 
ceremony of the film festival, called the film ‘Kashmir Files’ 
“propaganda, vulgar”. His remarks which have since gone 
viral have invited widespread criticism. 

The Israeli envoy said Nadav Lapid has abused the Indian 
invitation to chair the panel of judges at IFFI Goa, as well 
as, the trust bestowed on him. “Our Indian friends brought 
@lioraz and @issacharoff from @FaudaOfficial in order to 
celebrate the love in #India towards #Fauda and #Israel. I 
suspect that this is maybe also one of the reasons they in-
vited you as an Israeli and me as the ambassador of Israel,” 
he said. 

“I’m no film expert but I do know that it’s insensitive and 
presumptuous to speak about historic events before deeply 
studying them and which are an open wound in India be-
cause many of the involved are still around and still paying 
a price,” he added. 

Speaking as the son of a holocaust survivor, Gilon said 
he was extremely hurt to see reactions in India to you that 
are doubting Schindler’s List, the Holocaust and worse. 
“I  unequivocally condemn such statements. 
There is no justification. It does show the sen-
sitivity of the Kashmir issue here,” he said. 

‘You should be ashamed’: Israeli 
envoy slams IFFI Jury head
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celebrate the love in #India towards #Fauda and #Israel. I 
suspect that this is maybe also one of the reasons they in-
vited you as an Israeli and me as the ambassador of Israel,” 
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YSRTP’s Sharmila arrested, police 
tow away vehicle with her inside it

under house arrest as she tried to leave her house in Hy-
derabad to go meet her daughter.

Earlier during the day, accompanied by her  
 followers, Sharmila left for Pragati Bhavan driving her 
damaged car, followed by a partially-burnt caravan, when 
the police stopped her on the Raj Bhavan Road. The police 
asked her and her followers to go back, but she refused to 
get down of the vehicle.

She was shifted to Sanjeeva Reddy Nagar police station 
about two kilometres away.

Sharmila said she wanted to seek an explanation from the 
chief minister whether it was appropriate for his adminis-
tration to attack whoever questioned his governance and 
exposed his failures. “How can the police stop my paday-
atra, for which I have taken prior permission, just because 
I criticise the government policies?” she asked.

Tata Group announces merger of 
Air India and Vistara by March 2024

international operations in Middle East, Asia and Europe.  
On this occasion, N Chandrasekaran, Chairman, Tata Sons, 
said: “The merger of Vistara and Air India is an important 
milestone in our journey to make Air India a truly world-
class airline. We are transforming Air India, with the aim 
of providing great customer experience, every time, for 
every customer. As part of the transformation, Air India is 
focusing on growing both its network and fleet, revamping 
its customer proposition, enhancing safety, reliability, and 
on-time performance.” 

The Chairman added, “We are excited with the opportu-
nity of creating a strong Air India which would offer both 
full-service and low-cost service across domestic and inter-
national routes. We would like to thank Singapore Airlines 
for their continued partnership.” 

Goh Choon Phong, Chief Executive Officer, Singapore 
Airlines, said: “Tata Sons is one of the most established and 
respected names in India. Our collaboration to set up Vis-
tara in 2013 resulted in a market-leading full-service car-
rier, which has won many global accolades in a short time.” 

“With this merger, we have an opportunity to deepen 
our relationship with Tata and participate directly in an 
exciting new growth phase in India’s aviation market. We 
will work together to support Air India’s transformation 
programme, unlock its significant potential, and restore it 
to its position as a leading airline on the global stage,” the 
CEO said. 

‘Aaftab was terribly angry as 
Shraddha decided to leave him’  

be clear from the rest of the CFSL report,” it said.
Police have also formed a Special Investigation Team (SIT) 

to probe the matter, said sources on Tuesday. 
The Police team has recovered some weapons from the 

rented Chattarpur residence of Aaftab and from the for-
ested areas on the border of Delhi and Gurugram. The 
weapons will also be sent for forensic analysis. 

Some clothes have been recovered and it is conjectured 
that these were the same that were worn by Shraddha and 
Aaftab on the day of the murder, sources said adding that 
these clothes will be sent for forensic analysis. 

The police have also contacted Whatsapp, Facebook, In-
stagram, Google, Google Pay, Paytm over email to access 
details of Aaftab’s internet history. Paytm has provided its 
reply, Zomato’s response showed that Aftab was ordering 
food for two people and that after some time the food or-
ders showed only food quantity being ordered was for one 
person alone. 

The police have asked for details from the dating app, 
where Aftab and Shraddha met three years ago. Evidence 
also suggested that during the time of the murder both Aaf-
tab and Shraddha were present in the flat, sources said. 

The Police, however, is yet to recover Shraddha’s 
mobile phone.  Meanwhile, Delhi Police recorded 
the statement of one Jimesh Nambiar in the case. 
Jimesh is the same person who referred the deceased 
Shraddha Walkar to an IT company in 2021. 

J i m e s h  m e t  t h e  d e c e a s e d  o n  s o c i a l  m e -
dia and he helped the latter  to  f ind a  job. 
“Shraddha was referred by Jimesh to an IT sales company 
and Shraddha started working from home for that com-
pany for five to six months,” sources said, adding that later, 
the company fired some employees, including Shraddha 
Walkar.

Delhi court permits Aaftab’s narco 
test on 1 December

permission to produce him at Forensic Science Labora-

tory (FSL) from Tihar jail on 5 December, sources said. 
Meanwhile, the polygraph test of Aaftab was completed 

on Monday, and on Tuesday his post-polygraph medical 
was done at the FSL office here in the national capital. 

“Aaftab’s polygraphy test was completed yesterday. There 
is no polygraph test on Tuesday. Aaftab is getting medical 
treatment on Tuesday, which means that after the poly-
graph test, Aaftab’s body parameters are being checked. 
The doctors are checking if he is medically fit or not,” said 
Delhi Police. 

He was brought for the fifth time to the FSL of-
fice amid high security, as on Monday the Del-
hi Police van carrying him was attacked by some 
sword-wielding men. Border Security Force (BSF) 
security has been deployed outside the FSL office. 

Two sent to judicial custody for 
attacking police van

Earlier on Monday, some sword-wielding men at-
tempted to attack the police van carrying Aaftab, outside 
the Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) office in Delhi. 
An FIR has also been registered under Sections 186, 353, 
147, 148 and 149 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) at Prashant 
Vihar Police Station in this regard. 

During the alleged clash, Aaftab was being taken by the 
police after his polygraph tests were done for the day. 

According to the officials, the police personnel, escorting 
murder-accused Aaftab during a sword attack allegedly 
attempted by Hindu Sena workers, belonged to the third 
battalion of Delhi Police. 

“The responsibility of transporting prisoners from 
jail to anywhere is of the third Battalion of the Delhi 
Police. Aaftab was escorted by five police personnel, 
including one SI rank as their in-charge, during the at-
tempted attack by sword-wielders on a police van car-
rying Poonawala,” a police official told ANI over the 
phone on the conditions of anonymity. “The police per-
sonnel and Aaftab were safe and secured,” he added. 

Asim Munir takes command as 
Pakistan’s 17th Army chief  

Munir, who was to retire on 27 November, two days be-
fore Bajwa completed an extended tenure of almost six 
years, was among six generals in the race for the top post 
-- a cause for much uncertainty and speculation till this 
week. 

People familiar with the matter in Pakistan said Munir’s 
reputation as a straight military officer who played by the 
book helped him clinch the post. 

There was an unprecedented hysteria and frenzy in 
Pakistan by former Prime Minister Imran Khan, his fol-
lowers and his social media brigade after the PTI govern-
ment was thrown out of the power corridors of Islamabad 
in April. The government has accused Khan of making 
the appointment of the new army chief controversial for 
political gains. 

For the last month, Pakistan was literally para-
lysed administratively and economically because of 
the delay in the appointment of the army chief who 
is considered the most powerful personality with 
all political stakeholders dying for his blessings. 
Notably, Pakistan’s military has directly ruled the country 
of 220 million people for nearly half of its 75-year history. 

Gen Munir was promoted to the rank of a three-star 
general in September 2018, but he took charge two 
months later. As such, his four-year tenure as Lt Gen 
ends on November 27, around the same time when in-
cumbent Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee 
Gen Nadeem Raza and Chief of Army Staff Gen Bajwa 
will be doffing their army uniform, reported Dawn. 
Lt Gen Munir entered the service via the Officers Training 
School programme in Mangla and was commissioned into 
the Frontier Force Regiment. He has been a close aide of 
Gen Bajwa ever since he commanded troops in the Force 
Command Northern Areas as a brigadier under the out-
going army chief, who was then Commander X Corps. Lt 
Gen Munir was later appointed Military Intelligence di-
rector general in early 2017, and in October next year was 
made the Inter-Services Intelligence chief, Dawn reported. 

‘Congress has insulted every 
Gujarati,’ BJP lambasts Kharge

against Congress,” he said. 
BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra lauded the work done by 

PM Modi for the backward classes of society. “PM Modi has 
been working for the development of the downtrodden and 
backward section of the society and it has been his constant 
effort for the last eight years,” he said. 

BJP Spokesperson Shehzad Poonawalla said that Con-
gress has abused the PM and ‘Gareeb Samaj’ more than 
80 times. 

“After “aukat dikha denge” by Madhusudan Mistry now 
Kharge ji crosses the line - calls PM Modi Ravan! Recently 
he had used more objectionable words. Congress has 
abused PM and Gareeb Samaj more than 80 times Maut 
Ka Saudagar to Ravan to Neech to Hitler Ki maut!,” said 
Poonawalla. 

Angry crowds took to the streets of Shanghai in the ear-
ly hours of Sunday morning, with protesters calling for an 
end to lockdowns, as China grapples with mounting pub-
lic unrest against its zero-Covid policy, reported Al Jazeera. 
The latest demonstrations have been unprecedented in 
mainland China since President Xi Jinping took power 
a decade ago. 

Hundreds of protesters have even called for the remov-
al of Chinese leader Xi Jinping, who for nearly three years 
has overseen a strategy of mass testing, brute-force lock-
downs, enforced quarantine and digital tracking that has 

come at a devastating human and economic cost.  Since 
this weekend’s protests, censorship has gone into over-
drive on Chinese social media platforms, to stop people 
from seeing and discussing them. Tens of millions of 
posts have been filtered from search results, while me-
dia are muting their coverage of Covid-19 in favour of 
upbeat stories about the World Cup and China’s space 
achievements.  For the past three years, the patience of 
one billion people in China has been stretched, growing 
thinner and thinner with every lockdown and round of 
mass Covid testing. Now, that patience has snapped.

Protests continue in China amid ‘we want freedom’ slogan

Beijing: China is in the middle of some of its fiercest 
protests against stringent Covid curbs in the country, 
with many memes, chants and catchphrases going viral. 
However, one phrase seems to have struck a chord with 
the protestors and filmmakers of the country recently. 

According to a report by US-based entertainment out-
let The Hollywood Reporter, a video went viral across 
the Chinese social media portal ‘WeChat’ where pur-
ported protesters from Shanghai are seen chanting, “I 
Wanna See a Movie!” 

The video was shared and re-shared many times over 
by eager moviegoers and film industry professionals 
as well. The posts mostly included crying emojis or a 
reiteration of the viral phrase. 

“Everyone was forced to give a final roar: I wanna see a 
movie!” the head of a major Chinese theatre chain wrote 
on WeChat. 

With Beijing’s ‘Zero-Covid’ policy being enforced 
strictly, China’s move screening business has hit a 

downward curve in the recent past. 
According to The Hollywood Reporter, citing Artisan 

Gateway, China’s box office total for 2022 was just $ 3.88 
billion, a 36 per cent drop from 2021 and upwards of a 
50 per cent drop from 2019. 

While movie theatres are largely open in China, a re-
cent sharp upwad spiral in Covid-19 cases in cities such 
as Beijing, Guangzhou and Chongqing has seen strict 
curbs on the movement of the public being enforced, 
in addition to compulsory PCR testing at public places. 

Meanwhile , there have reports of censorship dur-
ing television broadcasts of the ongoing FIFA World 
Cup 2022, with images of fans without masks in Qatar 
snipped and replaced with those of players and coaches. 

According to reports, civilian protests are on the rise 
in the country since a fire in the city of Urumqi led to 
the deaths of 10 people. Locals and onlookers blamed 
the incident on lockdown restrictions as they hindered 
the rescue process. 

‘I wanna see a movie’: New viral chant in China 
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top of the day

Ex-Samajwadi 
Party mLa’S 
aSSEtS SEizEd
AIZWAL: Properties of 
former Samajwadi Party 
(SP) MLA Deep Na-
rayan Singh Yadav worth 
around Rs 130 crore 
were seized under the 
Gangsters Act on Mon-
day in Jhansi district of 
Uttar Pradesh. Yadav 
is considered close to 
SP President Akhilesh 
Yadav. According to the 
police, the former MLA’s 
land located in Bangaon, 
Karganwa and Bhag-
wantpura worth Rs 130 
crore was attached. “In 
Nawabad Police Station 
limits, some people 
were jailed for attempt-
ing to free jailed criminal 
Lekhraj Yadav. We seized 
the properties of Deep 
Yadav-one of them.

3.05 Lakh  
candidatES to 
aPPEar for htEt 
Exam in haryana
CHANDIGARH: As many 
as 3,05,717 candidates 
will appear in Haryana 
Teachers Eligibility Test  
(HTET) to be conducted 
by the Board of School 
Education Haryana on 
December 3 and 04, 
2022. 1,046 examina-
tion centres have been 
set up for HTET. It was 
further apprised that 
on December 03, 2022 
(Saturday) Level-3 (PGT) 
examination will be 
conducted in the evening 
session from 3.00 pm to 
5.30 pm, in which 60,794 
candidates will appear in 
327 examination centres 
set up in the state.

formEr mLa 
kriShna hEgdE 
joinS Eknath 
ShindE faction
MUMBAI: Uddhav 
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena 
(Uddhav Balasaheb 
Thackeray) received a 
major setback as former 
MLA Krishna Hegde 
on Monday joined the 
Eknath Shinde faction. 
The development comes 
weeks after Shiv Sena 
MP Gajanan Kirtikar 
recently joined the 
Eknath Shinde camp. 
Eknath Shinde took oath 
as the Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra on June 30 
earlier this year.

man hELd for 
rEPEatEdLy 
raPing marriEd 
woman in BhoPaL 
BHOPAL: A man was 
arrested for allegedly 
raping a 40-year-old 
married woman 
multiple times by 
blackmailing her in 
Kolar locality of state 
capital Bhopal, the 
police said on Tuesday. 
The accused has been 
identified as Surendra 
Mathur (42), a resident 
of Kolar. He is a neigh-
bour of the married 
woman. Kolar police 
station in-charge 
Chandrakant Patel 
said that the accused 
had befriended the 
woman around a year 
and half ago. Ac-
cording to the police 
official, the accused 
then raped the woman 
by mixing intoxicants 
her tea and clicked 
some objectionable 
photographs and vid-
eos. Later, he started 
blackmailing her and 
violated her several 
times. 

row ovEr gun cuLturE

Few days ago, Am-
ritsar Rural Police 
lodged an FIR against 

a 10-year-old child and his 
father for uploading a pic-
ture on Social media, after 
which people criticized 
Punjab police. Punjab Po-
lice took a back step and 
regretted filing an FIR 
against a child. After this 
Punjab DGP Gaurav Yadav 
released an ultimatum on 
his official twitter handle for 
Punjab Public to remove all 
gun promotion related posts 
from social media within 72 
hours which got over on 
Tuesday. In this line, AAP 
MLA Anmol Gagan Maan’s 
gun holding pictures are 
creating stir in social media 

while asking Punjab Police 
if they file an FIR on their 
own MLA for not deleting 
the gun holding content  
from the internet. 

This question also has 
heated up the Punjab Politics 
as Punjab Police did not take 
any action so far on those 
Punjabi singers/compa-

nies whose gun promoting 
songs that are still present 
on youtube and other social  
media platforms. 

Former minister Bikram 
Singh Majithia on Tuesday 
said there could not be a dif-
ferent law for a minister and 
the common man, while de-
manding registration of an 
FIR against cabinet minister 
Anmol Gagan Mann for pro-
moting gun culture.

In a statement here, the 
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) 
leader said even though 
Punjab Police chief Gaurav 
Yadav had given a 72 hour 
deadline to remove all pic-
tures promoting gun culture 
from social media accounts, 
Anmol Gagan Mann had 
failed to heed this warning 
and she should be proceeded 
against immediately.

Sad SEEkS fir againSt miniStEr 
for Promoting gun cuLturE
Taruni Gandhi
CHANDIGARH

aLong BordEr 

Just within two days BSF has 
shot down another drone 
Hexacopter of Pakistan 
carrying drugs. Border Se-
curity Force is continuing 
its crackdown on terror ac-
tivities and smuggling from 
across the border, the BSF 
has shot down another drone 
that entered from Pakistan 
in Punjab’s Amritsar dis-
trict, two days ago a similar  
incident was reported  
in the region. 

The troops fired at the 
drone after they noticed it 
sneaking into the Indian 
territory near Chaharpur vil-
lage, the officials said, foiling 
another smuggling attempt.

BSF has shot down a Paki-
stani drone at BOP Darya 

Mussa in Ramdas sector of 
Amritsar. 

Notably, the women guards 
of BSF saw the movement of 
the drone and fired immedi-
ately. As soon as the drone 
fell, it was captured. It is a 
China made drone and her-
oin was tied with it.

A  heroin packet is yet to be 
opened by the Border Secu-
rity Force. It will be checked 
by the bomb disposal squad 

to see if it is an explosive ma-
terial. However, BSF believes 
that in the preliminary inves-
tigation, it looks like heroin. 
BSF women constables Pre-
eti and Bhagyashree have 
brought down this drone. 
Both women officials were 
appreciated by BSF officers. 
It is evident that smugglers 
and terrorists are now try-
ing to spoil the environment  
of Punjab.

Another Pakistani 
drone shot down  
by BSF in Amritsar

in haryana

President Droupadi Murmu 
offered prayers amidst chant-
ing of mantras at Brahma 
Sarovar as she formally in-
augurated the International 
Gita Mahotsav (IGM)-2022 
organized on the banks of 
Brahma Sarovar in Kuruk-
shetra. Latet, the President 
offered flowers on the holy 
religious scripture Gita as 
she performed the yagna 
near Lord Shri Krishna’s huge 
chariot idol located at Purush-
ottampura Bagh. 

Haryana Governor,   Ban-
daru Dattatraya and Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal also 
remained present on this oc-
casion. President, Droupadi 
Murmu inaugurated the Gita 
Shilp Udyan built in Puru-
shottam Bagh, Kurukshetra, 
dedicated to the ongoing cel-
ebrations of Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav. At the Gita Shilp 
Udyan, an attempt has been 
made to give a glimpse of on-
going celebrations of Azadi ka 

Amrit Mahotsav along with 
many other significant aspects 
of Indian culture. As many as 
21 craftsmen from the various 
states including Haryana, 
Odisha, Telangana, Rajasthan 
and Assam, with their hard 
work and dedication have 
contributed beautiful sculp-
tures.  The sculptures made 
of black marble, weighing 
5 to 12 tons have been pre-
pared by the artists by carv-
ing pieces of the same rock. 
All the sculptures have been 
prepared on subjects related 

to Mahabharata. These beau-
tiful sculptures have been 
made under the leadership 
of Hriday Kaushal and other 
promising art craftsmen along 
with the efforts of the Art and 
Cultural Affairs Department. 

The sculptures have become  
witness to the celebration of 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 
and this incomparable work 
has not only given the young 
artists of the state a special 
recognition but has also made 
the vanishing art of modern 
sculptures alive. 

ravinder Malik
CHANDIGARH

PrESidEnt murmu unvEiLS 
intErnationaL gita mahotSav

dEEPEning ProBE 

The Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) of Uttarakhand 
Police probing the Ankita 
Bhandari murder is consid-
ering conducting a narco 
analysis test of the three ac-
cused in the case, the state  
police has said.

“If required, the SIT prob-
ing the Ankita murder case 
can conduct a narco test on 
all the three accused includ-
ing the main accused Pulkit 
Arya with the permission 
of the court,” V Murugesan, 
additional director general of 
police (ADGP), law and order 
who is also the Chief spokes-
person of Police Headquar-
ters told ANI. The lifeless 
body of 19-year-old Ankita, 
who worked as a reception-
ist at a resort run by Pulkit 
Arya, the son of expelled BJP 
leader Vinod Arya was re-
covered from Chilla canal in 
Rishikesh on September 24, 
this year. She was reported 
missing for at least six days 
before being found dead.

Pulkit Arya was arrested in 
the case for allegedly push-
ing her into the canal follow-
ing an altercation. Two more 
people - Ankit Gupta and 
Saurabh Bhaskar, were also 
arrested in the case.

On November 4, the Naini-

tal High Court sought all evi-
dence related to the Ankita 
Bhandari murder case. The 
court gave the Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) time till 
November 11 to present all 
the evidence in the court. A 
single bench of Senior Justice 
Sanjay Kumar Mishra heard 
the petition filed in this re-
gard.

The petition filed by An-
kita’s mother Sona Devi and 
father Virender Singh Bhan-
dari and sought a Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
inquiry into the murder case.

The expelled BJP leader’s 
son was arrested for his al-
leged involvement in the case. 
Under fire from the Opposi-
tion parties over the incident, 
the BJP government led by 
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami promptly expelled  
Vinod Arya.

Amid calls from the vic-
tim’s family that the probe 
be transferred to the CBI, the 
Gangster Act was invoked 
against the three accused in 
the case, including the main 
accused Pulkit Arya.

Elaborating on the progress 
of the probe in the case, ear-
lier, the SIT in-charge DIG P 
Renuka Devi said the post-
mortem report filed by the 
panel of doctors matched the 
pieces of evidence collected 
by the probe team. 

TdG neTWOrk
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ankita Bhandari 
murdEr caSE accuSEd 
to undErgo narco tESt

watEr criSiS for crPf

Water scarcity would be a ma-
jor challenge for the Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
and Jharkhand Jaguar police in 
the next two-three months on 
‘Burha Pahar’ naxal bastion- a 
55 square km hilly range which 
was captured by the forces in 
September this year for the first 
time in 32 decades.

The sole source of water for 
these armed forces is a small 
waterfall trickling down the 
mountains near their camp 
on the ‘Burha Pahar’ hilltop 
adjacent to Burha village in the 
Garhwa district of Jharkhand. 
The personnel of 172 Battalion 
of the CRPF-- one of the seven 
Central Armed Police Forces 
under the Ministry of Home 
Affairs--has arranged a PVC 
water pipe to route the water 

trickling down the moun-
tains into a 1,000-litre plastic 
tank. The stored water is then 
moved by using a water pump 
through another pipe to the 
camps set by the CRPF and 
the Jharkhand Jaguar around 
50 metres away from there at a 
height of almost 20 feet.

Asked about the water issue 
on ‘Burha Pahar’ in the coming 
months, Commandant 172 Bat-
talion CRPF Garhwa Ashish 
Kumar Jha told ANI: “All needs 
of the CRPF company at ‘Burha 
Pahar’ are being fulfilled as per 
necessity. We are committed to 
ensuring all facilities to jawans 
there. The water issue is not at a 
level which cannot be resolved. 
The matter is under discussion 
and a permanent water solu-
tion will be resolved soon. 
We are planning for digging a 
borewell to fetch water to the 
top of the hill.”

TdG neTWOrk
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jharkhand jaguar in nExt 
fEw monthS on ‘Burha 
Pahar’ naxaL BaStion

TdG neTWOrk
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jaLLikattu 

conStitution rEcogniSES that cruELty to animaLS iS an 
activity which ought not to BE PErPEtuatEd, Sc toLd
The Supreme Court on Tues-
day while hearing a batch of 
petitions challenging Tamil 
Nadu and Maharashtra gov-
ernments’ laws allowing bull-
taming sport “Jallikattu” and 
bullock cart races, was told 
that Constitution recognises 
that cruelty to animals is an 
activity which ought not to be 
perpetuated.

A five-judge Constitution 
bench of Justices KM Joseph, 
Ajay Rastogi, Aniruddha 

Bose, Hrishikesh Roy and 
CT Ravikumar was informed 
by the petitioners that when 
the law prohibits cruelty to 
animals there cannot be an 
amending Act that perpetu-
ates cruelty. The arguments 
in the matter will continue 
on Wednesday.

The Supreme Court on No-
vember 24 started hearing 
the pleas challenging Tamil 
Nadu and Maharashtra gov-
ernments’ laws. Tamil Nadu 
government in its affidavit 
has stated that Jallikattu is 

“not merely an act of enter-
tainment or amusement but 
an event with great historical, 
cultural and religious value.”

Jallikattu is conducted dur-
ing the Pongal festival as 
thanksgiving for a good har-
vest and subsequent festivals 
are conducted in temples 
which shows that the event 
has great cultural and spiritual 
significance, it has added.

In February 2018, the Su-
preme Court had referred 
to the Constitution bench 
whether the people of Tamil 

Nadu and Maharashtra can 
conserve jallikattu and bull-
ock-cart races as their cul-
tural right and demand their 
protection under Article 29 
(1) of the Constitution.

The top court had earlier 
said that the petitions chal-
lenging the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (Tamil 
Nadu Amendment) Act, 
2017, needed to be decided by 
a larger bench since they in-
volved substantial questions 
relating to the interpretation 
of the Constitution.

It had said that a larger 
bench would decide wheth-
er states have the “legislative 
competence” to make such 
laws on grounds, including 
that Jallikattu and bullock 
cart racing fell under the cul-
tural rights enshrined under 
Article 29(1) and can be pro-
tected constitutionally.

Tamil Nadu and Maharash-
tra had amended the central 
law, the Prevention of Cruel-
ty to Animals Act, 1960, and 
allowed Jallikattu and bull-
ock cart racing, respectively.

TdG neTWOrk
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in PunjaB

Two murders within 12 
hours in Punjab is ques-
tioning system over law 
and order situation in the 
state. A man was killed and 
a woman injured in a firing 
incident at Satnampura in 
Rama Mandi here on Mon-
day night. Simultaneously, 
in Batala on the National 
Highway an Akali Leader 
Ajitpal shot dead. 

The deceased has been 
identified as Ravinder Ku-
mar alias Sonu of Rurka vil-
lage also known as a close 
aide of Lawrence Bishnoi 
and the injured woman as 
Kuljeet Kaur of Satnampu-
ra. Sonu, said to be a close 
aide of gangster Lawrence 
Bishnoi, had come to meet 
Kuljeet Kaur’s son Baljinder 
Singh Aulakh at the latter’s 
residence for some work. 
Baljinder owned a bouncer-
providing firm and Sonu 

used to work for him.
The firing was alleg-

edly started by Gurmeet 
Singh Aulakh, a cousin of 
Baljinder and president 
of Punjab United Drivers 
Union. Baljinder, along with 
his mother and Sonu, was 
standing at the gate of his 
house when the accused ar-
rived there and his car hit 
a motorcycle parked there. 
An argument ensued and 
Gurmeet allegedly opened 
fire with his licensed re-
volver.

On the other hand, the 
Akali leader Ajitpal was 
shot dead allegedly by his 
own friend in a hotel built 
on the National Highway in 
Batala, Gurdaspur, Punjab. 
The police have solved the 
matter even before 24 hours. 
The weapon with which the 
Akali leader was attacked 
has also been seized. The po-
lice have arrested the friend, 
but the hotel owner is said to 
be absconding.

Two murders 
within 12 hours, 
SAD lambasts AAP
TdG neTWOrk
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g20 PrESidEncy 

countriES imPactEd By ukrainE Look to india’S 
g20 PrESidEncy for SoLution: ShringLa

G-20’s India Coordinator, 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla said 
that the developing countries 
that have felt adverse impacts 
of the pandemic and the con-
sequence of the Ukraine 
conflict look to India’s presi-
dency for the solution. “De-
veloping countries that have 
felt adverse impacts of the 
Covid pandemic and the con-

sequence of the Ukraine con-
flict through the rising cost of 
food and energy imports look 
for India’s presidency to give 
voice to their aspiration and 
solution that usher in macro-
economic and financial stabil-
ity,” Shringla said. He made 
these remarks during the an-
nual flagship event co-hosted 
by the Ministry of External Af-
fairs and Carnegie India. The 
theme for this year’s Summit 
is Geopolitics of Technology.

During the Global Tech Sum-
mit, Shringla said that the 
G-20 Presidency will be the 
most significant International 
event that India would have 
ever hosted given the strong 
polarization that cut across 
the north-south and east-west 
divide the challenges and ex-
pectations of India’s Presiden-
cy are expected to be onerous 
and out of the ordinary.

He also briefed the audience 
about the pre-presidency meet-

ing that took place at Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. Shringla 
said, “the general sentiment 
that prevail there was that in 
these challenging times if there 
was one country that had was 
well played to respond to some 
of the challenges, it was India.”

“In G20, India has proposed 
a new engagement group 
called ‘Startup 20’ which will 
seek to provide an opportunity 
for startups from all countries 
to collaborate with each other,” 

G20’s India Coordinator said. 
India is all set to assume the 
G20 presidency from De-
cember 1. “India would like 
to use the presidency of G20 
in many ways to reflect inter-
ests and concerns today of the 
global south as we feel they’re 
being sidelined and not just be 
a voice but would like to take 
into global south something 
we’ve tested and prepared at 
home,” said EAM at Global 
Tech Summit.

TdG neTWOrk
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hexacopter drone along with a suspected item. 

aaP Mla anmol Gagan Maan. 

President droupadi Murmu lights a lamp before gracing the inter-
national Gita Seminar and laying the foundation stone for various 
projects in haryana, at kurukshetra on Tuesday.



There have been hints 
that the forthcoming 
budget may focus on 

the education and health sec-
tors. It is hoped that it would 
accord high priority to higher 
education too. Universities 
and higher educational in-
stitutions have been reeling 
under financial crunch and 
hoping against hope that the 
assurance of the new educa-
tion policy for enhancing 
public funding would come 
to their rescue.

The Centrally-funded high-
er educational institutions, 
including central universi-
ties, have generally been bet-
ter funded compared to state 
universities and their colleg-

es. Lately, however, they too 
have been undergoing seri-
ous financial woes. Even the 
highly-ranked and reputed 
universities have not been 
spared financial distress.

Public funding has not 
been keeping pace with the 
expansion of higher edu-
cation. Since 1955-56, the 
number of universities has 
surged from 38 to 1050, col-
leges from 1,025 to 40,000, 
and enrolment from 2.95 
lakh to 385 lakh.

UGC claims that its grants 
to higher education institu-
tions during the correspond-
ing period have gone up by 
4,781 times. Even as a per-
centage of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) at factor cost, 
the UGC grant went up from 
0.02% in 1955-56 to 0.05% 
in 2020-21. Discounting for 
the inflation and growth in 
higher education enrolment, 
grants to higher education 
institutions may have, in fact, 
declined in real terms. This 
becomes all the more clear if 
we consider the recent data.

The annual grants to higher 
education institutions have 

gone up from 10,527.32 crore 
in 2013-14 to Rs. 12,716.70 
crore in 2020-21 recording a 
Compound Annual Growth 
Rate (CAGR) of only 2.39%. 
Grants to the central uni-
versities during the same 
period of time increased 
from Rs. 55,703.78 Crores to 
Rs 8,111.79 crore, recording 
a CAGR of 4.5%. Given the 
fact that the rate of inflation 
averaged 6.04%, the growth 
rate in the grants has been 
negative in real terms.

Further, the UGC grants 
are not evenly distributed 
across the central universi-
ties. The per-student grants 
to central universities aver-
aged Rs 1.09 lakh per year. 
At the same time, a few se-
lect universities received a 
lot more: 

Aligarh Muslim University 
(Rs. 8.47 Lakh per student 
per year); the Central Univer-
sity of Hyderabad (Rs. 8.20 
lakh); Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity (Rs. 8.08 lakh); Jamia 
Millia Islamia (Rs. 5.52 lakh), 
Benaras Hindu University 
(Rs. 4.45 lakh) and Delhi 
University (Rs. 2.63 lakh).

The per-student grant to 
BHU appears much lower 
than that of AMU. However, 
the per-student grant to 
BHU would work out to be 
far more if the allocations for 
IIT BHU and AIIMS BHU 
are also added to it. 

Discontinuation of the 
five-year plans has deprived 
universities of much-needed 
development grants. Since 

2017, the development grants 
stand replaced by Higher 
Education Funding Agency 
(HEFA) loans for Revitalis-
ing Infrastructure and Sys-
tem in Education (RISE).

Available data indicates 
that loans worth Rs 19,963.91 
crores have been sanctioned 
under HEFA/RISE: IITs 
(Rs. 12,345.24 Crores); NITs 
(Rs. 2,951.07 Crores); and 
Central Universities (Rs. 
4,142.60 Crores). The data 
further shows that only 26 of 
48 central universities took 
advantage of the borrowings. 

HEFA/RISE has certainly 
not compensated central 
universities for the loss of the 
development grants. Dur-
ing the 12th five-year plan, 
the central universities had 
Rs. 9,346.29 Crores and this 
amount were made available 
to all central universities 
across the board. 

At the same time, the higher 
education system has been 
undergoing significant re-
forms to improve quality. 
Upsizing higher education-
al institutions and making 
them multi-disciplinary may 
need investment in physical 
and human resources. 

So would be the case with 
the introduction of liberal 
arts and science and mak-
ing science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics 
(STEM)-related courses 
across all undergraduate 
programmes. 

The four-year undergrad-
uate programme, which is 

proposed to be launched by 
the next academic session 
with current and ongoing 
batches to exercise their op-
tion to shift from three years 
to the four-years programme, 
would suddenly swell the 
higher education enrolment 
by about 20%.

This shall obviously im-
pinge on the teaching and 
research resources. These 
would call for investment, 
upgradation and augmen-
tation of physical facilities, 
technical infrastructure and 
teaching and resources. A 
system already strained by 
sustained underinvestment 
would find it difficult to cope 
with the pressure.

The proponents of pri-
vate participation in higher 
education might argue that 
public-funded higher educa-
tional institutions must raise 
resources to overcome their 
financial miseries. In fact, 
the General Financial Rules 
(GFR) provide that they must 
raise their user charges such 
as to become self-sufficient 
sooner than later. 

But they do not realise the 
difficulty that the full-cost or 
even increased-cost recovery 
creates affordability barriers 
to accessing higher education 
by the vulnerable sections 
of society. Yet, these are the 
very people who need to get 
higher education the most. 

A ginormous number of 
our countrymen, as many 
as 80 Crores, or over 60% of 
the population, are in such 

a precarious situation that 
they have to be supported 
with free food grains to sub-
sist and survive. Can these 
people afford higher educa-
tion if provided on a full-cost 
basis? 

They might not even be able 
to afford higher education on 
a deferred cost basis as they 
would be hesitant to access 
student loans or be able to 
provide the much-needed 
collateral to get the loan. The 
new education policy targets 
to nearly double the gross en-
rolment ratio (GER) in higher 
education to take it from the 
current level of 27.3% to 50% 
by 2035. Going by the declin-
ing rate of growth in higher 
education, it may be difficult 
to achieve this goal by tar-
geting those very segments 
which are presently access-
ing higher education. 

Further growth in higher 
education enrolment would 
have to come from those sec-
tions of society which have 
hitherto been largely exclud-
ed due to the lack of afford-
ability. Needless to mention 
that creating capacity in full-
cost recovery or self-financed 
institutions may not serve the 
purpose much. Engineering 
and management education 
are glaring examples. Nearly 
half of their sanctioned in-
take goes untaken.
Furqan Qamar, former Adviser 
for Education in the Planning 
Commission, is a Professor of 
Management at Jamia Millia 
Islamia, New Delhi.

Public funding needed to 
boost higher education
Upsizing higher educational institutions and making them multi-
disciplinary will need investments in physical and human resources.

Skill training is being conducted in a haphazard manner and skill development is being 
done only to tick the box, to quote numbers and figures on websites and social media.

DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND

FINANCIAL DISTRESS

Is it more important for Arvind Kejriwal to win 
the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) elec-
tions or to focus on making a sizable debut in the 
Gujarat Assembly polls? Delhi is Kejriwal’s karam-
bhoomi and what is giving him his political raison 
d’ etre. But Kejriwal is dreaming beyond the bor-
ders of the national capital and is looking for a na-
tional footprint. 

The first step was in Punjab and now he is looking 
to establish his party in other states. While it is no 
one’s case that the AAP is in a position to wrest Gu-
jarat away from the BJP—for that is Prime Minister 
Modi’s karam-bhoomi—what Kejriwal is trying to do 
is to establish the party’s base in a third state and is 
eyeing the role of the principal opposition party in 
Gujarat. The way the votes fall, he will in all likeli-
hood first make a dent in the Congress vote bank 
before he can breach the BJP’s bastion. And, isn’t 
this how he conquered Punjab? By first taking on 
the role of the principal opposition and then work-
ing his way onwards and upwards.

Moreover, he is still Delhi’s most popular face. 
The BJP has not zeroed in on a CM candidate 
and the Congress has more or less ruled itself out 
of that election ever since Sheila Dikshit left the 
playing field. So, even if Kejriwal loses the MCD, 
he still has a strong chance of retaining the capital 

when the Union 
Territory goes to 
the polls. Also, 
if  he wins the 
MCD—and opin-
ion polls claim 
that he will—then 
that might work 
against him dur-
ing the later polls, 
for the MCD is a 
can of worms and 
it will take a while before he can resolve all the is-
sues that plague it. These are the issues that will 
plague him during the Assembly polls. Hence 
some political analysts—myself included—are 
of the view that from Kejriwal’s point of view, it 
makes more sense for him to keep the Gujarat 
campaign going and not lose his first mover ad-
vantage, even if it means making the MCD polls 
second priority. 

The Congress may have started late, but it has a 
strong cadre that had won the party 77 seats dur-
ing the last Assembly polls. Gujarat has always 
been a fight between the BJP and the Congress 
and it is one of the few states where the party is 
still a player. To hand that over to the AAP on a 
platter would be a self goal and there are some 
who see the merit in Rahul Gandhi staying away 
from the Gujarat campaign for that ensured that 
he didnt become a poll issue and a stick for the 
BJP to beat the Congress with. 

Note what happened after RaGa finally held a 
rally in the state. Suddenly, BJP leaders began 
talking about his beard, about the Congress track 
record on terror and so on. Before that, Kejri-
wal had dominated the poll narrative by talking 
about the Delhi model and focusing on schools 
and mohalla clinics, pitting that against the PM’s 
famed Gujarat model of development. And given 
that the BJP was facing 27 years of anti-incum-
bency, he is sure to have found some traction. But 
then, the Delhi MCD polls were preponed and 
Kejriwal’s attention got diverted. Clearly, some-
one in the BJP figured that it prefers the Congress 
rather than the AAP as the main opposition par-
ty, both in Gujarat and at the Centre. Which itself 
is a statement on the political whirlwind Arvind 
Kejriwal is fast becoming. 

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
NATIONAL FOOTPRINT

KEjRIwAL’S 
DILEMMA: DELHI 
MCD OR GujARAT?

Almost a decade back, the 
term “demographic divi-
dend” was coined and it was 
predicted that skilling youth 
was the only answer to one 
of our major problems that is 
unemployment. In the last de-
cade, we got exposed to many 
new things which we had not 
anticipated like prevalence 
and power of social media, 
spread of the pandemic, life 
coming to a standstill and the 
importance of being healthy 
in every respect.

The government had 
launched the “Skill India 
Mission” in 2015, to create 
integration across sectors and 
states in terms of skill train-
ing activities and to achieve 
the vision of “a Skilled India”, 
the objective of which was to 
create a trained workforce of 
employable youth. The prob-
lem of finding skilled labour 
is as diverse in our country as 
its topography. Every region, 

state, and community have 
their own set of problems 
which are quite distinct in 
nature. Then how come one 
scheme provide solution to 
the diverse problems being 
faced in the different sectors 
and states.

Let’s understand this with 
the help of examples. In La-
dakh, Jammu & Kashmir 
and Northeast states, the 
problems were insurgency, 
non-availability of industries/
businesses and geographical/
linguistic challenges. In UP, 
MP, Punjab and Maharash-
tra, there were too many 
choices for the candidates, 
and they became addicted 
to freebies, after free train-
ings and support, they do 
not want to work but lead a 
crippled life.

To recapture the “demo-
graphic dividend” that has 
been much extolled, the gov-
ernment had to develop and 
implement measures and ini-
tiatives swiftly and effectively. 
To become a centre of modern 
manufacturing, India needed 
and still needs a large pool of 
skilled talent.

A humongous sum of Rs 
25,000 crore has been allot-
ted to the development of the 
sector, with an aim to create 
more jobs and improve ef-
forts on skill development. 
The budget emphasised and 

created a new dynamism in 
the social sector. Funds alone 
cannot result in desired and 
sustainable results, what 
is also required is planning 
and strategy which will get all 
the stakeholders of the skill 
ecosystem invested in the 
process significantly.

The challenges are unusual. 
On the one hand, the Make-
in-India programme needs 
highly skilled technicians 
who can work effectively, 
and with ease, in world-class 
manufacturing facilities. On 
the other hand, 50 lakh youth 
drop out of the education sys-
tem in India every year. Un-
fortunately, these youngsters 
have not learnt any vocational 
skills, neither are they ready 
to meet the requirements of 
the labour market. As a re-
sult, they also get added to the 
extended list of unemployed.

After seven years of its im-
plementation, what does the 
report card of the Skill India 
mission indicates? There is 
a considerable number of 
people who have been trained 
and placed too, but a majority 
are still unemployed or unfit 
to be employed. Skill train-
ing is being conducted in a 
haphazard, ad hoc manner. 
There are still a vast number 
of industries and sectors like 
healthcare, energy, mining, 
oil and gas extraction, tech-

nology, engineering, biotech, 
sales, and manufacturing 
where the demand for skilled 
labour force is unmet. The ac-
tivity of skill development is 
being carried out only with 
a purpose to tick the box, to 
quote numbers and figures 
on websites and social media.

How are we assessing the 
efficacy and sustainability of 
the programme? In the last 
two years, the world went 
through multiple changes 
and at a breakneck speed. 
Every industry went online 
from offline overnight and 
now is back to offline again. 
These unprecedented chang-
es have forced people to adapt 
and explore new skills.

Skills and knowledge play 
a decisive role in economic 
growth and social develop-
ment for any nation. Gov-
ernments across the globe 
are concentrating on the sub-
stantial contribution of voca-
tional education and training 
for the countries’ growth and 
potential. Investing in skill 
development is all the more 
important at a time when skill 
gap is a major concern glob-
ally. By 2025, a projected 70% 
of the population in India will 
be in the working-age group. 
But will they get employment 
is always a haunting concern 
about this group.

To do this right, we need 

to redefine and realign 
our training/skilling pro-
grammes to the progressive 
and futuristic sectors like 
electric vehicles, organic 
farming, drone flying and 
maintenance, cyber secu-
rity, healthcare technicians, 
to name a few. We need to 
skill the workforce not just 
for the coming 2-3 years, but 
a longer duration than that. 
Another thing that needs 
to be done is learning from 
countries like Germany who 
are skilling their youth most 
successfully. The key mantra 
there is involvement of two 
major stakeholders—indus-
try partners who are employ-
ers and trainees who will get 
employment at an extensive 
and intensive level.

Government and private 
sector collaboration could 
be one of the ways to address 
this skilling challenge. Indus-
tries should be incentivised 
and involved not only to run 
training programmes, but 
also to design and curate so 
that there are no gaps in de-
mand and supply chain at any 
level. The government must 
run campaigns to change the 
mindset of all stakeholders 
involved. At times, there are 
jobs in locations other than 
their native places, but candi-
dates do not wish to relocate 
or join for various reasons or 

misconceptions.
Hiring for jobs in India 

must shift from “qualifica-
tion-based” to “skill-based”. 
Almost every hiring is done 
using education and quali-
fication as a substitute for 
skill. This is an obstruction 
that needs to be addressed 
by National Skill Develop-
ment Mission. Our Prime 
Minister’s dream of making 
India the “Skill Capital” of the 
world can only be achieved 
with a sharper planning and 
rigorous implementation of 
the “Skill India” mission’s 
programs. Whenever there 
is an out-of-industry training 
partner providing training 
and setting up infra for the 
same, the quality of training 
would be compromised due 
to the high-cost component. 
We need to reassess and re-
view the programme for a 
better and most efficient out-
come that will be utilitarian 
not only for our own country, 
but for the world at large too.

Indu Bhargava has 23 years 
of professional experience in 
training, counselling, educa-
tion, journalism, and corporate 
communications. Currently, 
she is working with Metropolis 
Healthcare as Manger Projects 
(HR) and is in the process of set-
ting up a skill academy for the 
diagnostics industry.

‘Skill India’ mission needs sharper planning, 
rigorous implementation to be more effective

Some political analysts—
myself included—are of the 
view that from Kejriwal’s 
point of view, it makes 
more sense for him to 
keep the Gujarat campaign 
going and not lose his first 
mover advantage, even if 
it means making the MCD 
polls second priority.

opinion
Furqan qaMar

aam aadmi Party national convenor and Delhi Chief 
Minister arvind Kejriwal waves to supporters during a 
roadshow for the Gujarat assembly elections, in Surat 
on 27 november. anI
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Phoenix Arc Private 
Limited vs V. Ganesh Mur-
thy observed and has issued 
in a Special leave petition 
filled, can a High Court, in 
exercise of its power under 
Section 482 of Code of Crim-
inal Procedure, wherein 
quashing an order passed 
by the District Magistrate 
under Section 14 of the SAR-
FAESI Act?

In the present case, the 
petition filed under Sec-
tion 482 CrPC was allowed 
by the Madras High Court, 
wherein challenging an 
order passed by Chief Met-
ropolitan Magistrate Court, 
Egmore, Chennai under 

Section 14 SARFAESI Act 
(for assisting secured credi-
tor in taking possession of 
secured asset). Therefore, 
the court agreed with the 
contentions of the petition-
ers that this order was being 
passed by the Magistrate 
without affording an op-
portunity of hearing to the 
Petitioner.

It was observed that before 
the Apex Court. The conten-
tions raised were against the 
order passed by the District 
Magistrate under of the 
SARFAESI Act, wherein 
the proceedings were not 
maintainable under Section 
482 of Cr.P.C.,

The bench comprising of 
Justice MR Shah and Justice 
MM Sundresh observed 

and has taken note of this 
submission and has issued 
notice in the matter.

The conflicting views:
The Madras High Court 

expressed the conflicting 
views. In an order passed 
in the year 2020, it has 
been held by another single 
bench of the High Court that 
the Chief Metropolitan Mag-
istrate is a persona designata 
under the SARFAESI Act 
and his orders cannot be 
challenged under Section 
482 of Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure. Very recently, it has 
been observed by the Single 
judge that the order under 
Section 14 of SARFAESI Act 

‘can be very well challenged’ 
before the High Court under 
Section 482 CrPC.

In Court

Supreme Court Issues Notice: 
Can An Order Passed By 
District Magistrate U/S 14 
SARFAESI Act Be Quashed 
By High Court U/S 482 CrPC?

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Jaya Thakur v GoI And 
Ors, the bench comprising 
of Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud and Justice 
PS Narasimha observed 
and has issued a notice to the 
Central Government and all 
states and Union Territories 
in a petition seeking free 
sanitary napkins to all ado-
lescent girls in schools.

In the present case, the pe-
titioner who is a social work-
er, had invoked the Supreme 
Court’s jurisdiction under 
Article 32 of the Constitu-
tion in the matter. The plea 
also seeks for separate girls’ 
washrooms in all govern-
ment, aided and residential 
schools along with cleaners 
for the same.

As per the plea filled, the 
inadequate Menstrual Hy-
giene Management (MHM) 
options were a major barrier 
to education, resulting in 
many girls dropping out of 
school due to lack of access 
to sanitation facilities, the 
menstrual products and the 
stigma which is associated 
with menstruation. Howev-
er, the court recognised the 
importance of the issue and 
requested Solicitor General 
of India Tushar Mehta to as-
sist in the matter. 

At the outset, the counsel, 
Advocate Varun Thakur, 
appearing for the petitioner 
submitted that as per a re-
port by Dasra, over 23 mil-
lion girls dropped out of 
school annually due to lack 
of proper MHM facilities. 
The girls facing difficulties 

were only compounded by 
the fact that several educa-
tional institutions lacked 
basic toilet facilities. 

The plea filled not only 
prayed for free sanitary nap-
kins and toilets in school, but 
has also prayed for a three-
stage awareness program 
that -

1. Creating awareness 
about menstrual health and 
dispels the taboo surround-
ing it

2. Providing adequate 
sanitation facilities and sub-
sidised or free sanitary prod-
ucts to women, especially in 
disadvantaged areas.

3. Ensuring an efficient 
and sanitary manner of 
menstrual waste disposal.

Accordingly, the court 
listed the matter for second 
week of January 2023.

In Court

Supreme Court: plea 
SeekIng Free SanItary 
napkInS For SChool gIrlS; 
notICe ISSued to Centre, 
StateS, ‘Important ISSue’

The Supreme Court 
i n  t h e  c a s e  G o -
pishetty Harikrishna 

vs. The State of Andhra 
Pradesh observed and has 
expressed concern regard-
ing persons who have been 
granted bail but are not able 
to fill in the bail bonds or 
produce surety before the 
court which results in them 
for not being able to get out 
of the prison.

The bench comprising of 
Justice A. S. Bopanna and 
Justice S. Ravindra Bhat ob-
served and has stated that 
this is a regular phenom-
enon where accused are 
given bail but the accused is 
not able to get the local sure-
ty or bail bonds. Thus, it 
will also be appropriate that 
the district legal service au-
thority should devise some 
method.

The counsel, Senior Advo-
cate Mahalakshmi Pavani 
appearing for the petitioner 
observed and has appraised 
the court that very few 
High Courts have filed their 
reports pursuant to the 
order dated 09.05.2022 by 
which all High Courts were 
to submit reports regarding 
the bail orders which have 
not been complied with.

However, the counsel ap-
pearing for the High Court 
of Rajasthan apprised the 

Court that a report has been 
filed.

The court directed the 

other High Courts to file the 
status report in the mean-
while and has listed the 
matter after 3 weeks.

In the present case, a plea 
was heard by the Supreme 
Court that where a misin-
terpretation of its order by a 
trial court judge in Andhra 
Pradesh resulted in the ac-
cused languishing in custo-
dy even after court granted 
the interim bail. However, 
the accused was granted 
bail after being in custody 

for 9 years but the accused 
had undergone custody for 
two additional years.

Earlier, it has been men-
tioned by the Supreme 
Court on the situation that, 
the present case portrays 
very sorry state of affairs. 
It has also been observed 
by the Supreme Court that 
corrective mechanism shall 
have to be put in place es-
pecially where the proceed-
ings were initiated through 
the legal services authority.

In Court

Supreme Court: SeekIng InterventIon 
oF dlSaS; aCCuSed remaInIng In prISon 
due to InabIlIty to FurnISh Surety or 
baIl bondS IS a regular phenomenon
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Jai 
Karan Yadav vs State (NCT Of Delhi) 
observed and has set aside the mur-
der conviction of a man accused of 
killing his wife and modified it to 
conviction under Section 304 Part 
II Indian Penal Code, 1860.

All this came, after the court found 
that the incident had occurred at the 
spur of the moment and the accused 
had taken immediate steps for shift-
ing his wife to the hospital.

In the present case, the accused 

was charged of murder of his wife 
and in this case the sole eyewitness 
account recorded was of his seven 
years old daughter. His conviction 
by the Trial Court under Section 302 
IPC was upheld by the Delhi High 
Court. Before the Apex Court, it was 
contended by the appellant that even 
if the incident is accepted in the man-
ner in which it had occurred, it was 
at the spur of the moment.

It has also been noted by the court 
that there being a detailed consider-
ation made by the Trial Court and 
the High Court about the veracity of 

the evidence tendered by the child 
witness. Further, the bench noted 
that the child witness had stated that 
her mother said something to her 
father on which the father started 
beating her mother ; that she was 
not able to open the latch of the door 
to her house and she thereafter went 
there ; that immediately her father 
had dressed up and had moved her 
mother to the Hospital

The bench comprising of Justice 
AS Bopanna and Justice PS Nara-
simha observed that theses aspects 
of the case would indicate that there 

was no pre-mediation for causing 
the death and the incident had oc-
curred at the spur of the moment 
and the appellant having realised 
his mistake had thereafter taken im-
mediate steps for shifting his wife to 
the hospital but unfortunately she 
breathed her last.

Therefore, the bench modified the 
conviction to Section 304 Part II of 
IPC. As already the accused has un-
dergone more 12 years of sentence, 
the court stated that the period un-
dergone will be sufficient punish-
ment.

In Court

Supreme Court Sets Aside Conviction 
U/s 302 IPC Of A Husband Accused 
Of Killing Wife: ‘Spur of The Moment’, 
Took Her Immediately To The Hospital’
TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

In the present case, a plea was heard 
by the Supreme Court that where a 
misinterpretation of its order by a trial 
court judge in Andhra Pradesh resulted 
in the accused languishing in custody 
even after court granted the interim bail
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The President of India, 
Droupadi Murmu, 
attended the civic re-

ception hosted in her hon-
our by the Government of 
Haryana at Haryana Raj 
Bhavan in Chandigarh this 
evening (November 29, 
2022).  

 Addressing the gathering, 
the President acknowledged 
the contribution of Haryana 
in various fields such as pol-
itics, space science, sports, 
food security of the country, 
industrial production, ser-
vice sector, defence etc.  She 
said that with the area of less 
than 1.4 percent and popula-
tion of less than 2 percent of 
India, Haryana has been 
contributing immensely in 
the overall development of 
the country. Farmers of this 
state have made invaluable 
contributions to the food 
security of India. She noted 
that ‘Centres of Excellence’ 
have been set up in Haryana 
in collaboration with coun-
tries like Israel, Brazil and 

Netherlands to adopt suc-
cessful modern practices in 
the agriculture sector.

The President said that 
along with agriculture, 
Haryana is also a leading 
state in industrial produc-
tion and service sector. It 
is a major automobile pro-
ducing state. She noted that 
more than 250 Fortune-500 
companies have their offices 
in Gurugram and this city is 
called ‘Global City’. She also 
noted that Haryana is also 
among the top-five states 
and union territories in 
terms of per capita income.

The President noted that 
due the efforts of the Gov-
ernment of Haryana for the 

holistic development of the 
state, people of Haryana are 
moving forward on the path 
of development with pas-
sion. She expressed confi-
dence that in the year 2047, 
at the time of completion 
of Amrit-Kal, India would 
have established itself as a 
developed country and con-
tributions of the people of 
Haryana would be signifi-
cant in that success.

Speaking about the an-
cient times, the President 
said that Haryana has been 
the center of the oldest civi-
lization of India. This state 
was blessed by the most 
important river of the Vedic 
period – River Saraswati. 

She was happy to note that 
the government of Haryana 
has constituted the Haryana 
Saraswati Heritage Develop-
ment Board for its conserva-
tion and for creating aware-
ness about this heritage.

The President said that im-
provement in gender-ratio 
from 871 in the year 2014 
to 913 at present, deserves 
great appreciation for the 
Government and people of 
the state. She wished that 
this journey of improving 
the gender-ratio continues 
and the brothers and sis-
ters of Haryana continue to 
present examples of women 
empowerment for the entire 
country.

Minister of Civil Aviation 
and Steel, Shri Jyotiraditya 
M Scindia, along with Gen-
eral (Dr) V. K. Singh(Retd.) 
Minister of State for Civil 
Aviation and Road Trans-
port and Highways, inaugu-
rated multiple flights to fur-
ther expand the connectivity 
to Northeaster Region.

Enhanced connectivity in 
the Northeastern region of 
India will help bolster tour-
ism and trade in the region 
and contribute to the eco-
nomic development of the 
states. The flights will op-
erate under the following 
schedule:

In his inaugural address, 
Minister of Civil Aviation, 
Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia said 
that previous governments 
used to give hope, but noth-
ing was being implemented. 
In the last eight years, the 

Modi government has given 
unprecedented priority to 
the Northeastern states. It is 
the vision of the Prime Min-
ster to provide air connec-
tivity to each corner of the 
country and we are working 
in collaboration with each 
state to materialize it. Not 
only the major cities but the 
advanced landing grounds 
in the remote areas of tier 2 
and tier 3 cities will also be 
connected.

Minister appreciated 
the state government of 
Arunachal Pradesh for re-
ducing the VAT on ATF and 
said that it has resulted in a 
rapid increase in air connec-
tivity. He assured that not 
only in the major cities but 
advanced landing grounds 
in remote areas will also be 

connected. He also assured 
that VijayNagar, Mechuka, 
and Tuting are under de-
velopment and will be con-
nected soon.

The location of Itanagar 
City, 15 kilometers from 
Donyi Polo Airport, is ideal 
for adventure activities. 
Other than fishing and raft-
ing, trekking is a very well-
liked sport in the city. Fort 
Itanagar is one of the most 
well-known tourist destina-
tions in Arunachal Pradesh, 
but the city is also home to 
the Jawaharlal Nehru State 
Museum, Buddha Temple, 
Ganga Lake, and numerous 
more well-liked tourist at-
tractions.

The inaugurations were 
graced by Shri Kiren Rijiju, 
Union Minister of Law and 
Justice, Shri Rameswar Teli, 
Minister of State for Petro-
leum and Natural Gas and 
Labour and Employment, 
Shri Chowna Mein, Deputy 
Chief Minister, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Shri. Nakap Nalo, 
Minister of Civil Aviation, 
Tourism and Transport, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Shri Ta-
pir Gao, MP Lok Sabha, Ms. 
Dola Sen, MP - Rajya Sabha, 
Prof. Sougata Ray, MP - Lok 
Sabha, Shri Pasang Dorjee 
Sona, Speaker, Arunachal 
Pradesh Legislative Assem-
bly, Shri Chau Zingnu Nam-
choom, MLA, Smt Jummum 
Ete Deori, MLA, Shri.Tana 
Hali Tara, MLA, Doimukh, 
Shri. Kaling Moyong, MLA, 
Pasighat East, Shri Tame 
Phassang, Mayor. In ad-
dition, Shri. Rajiv Bansal, 
Secretary, Ministry of Civil 
Aviation, Shri.Vikram Dev 
Dutt, CMD, AIAHL, Shri. 
Mritunjaya Sharma, Dep-
uty Secretary, MOCA, Shri 
R. K. Singh, Principal Ad-
visor to Managing Director, 
IndiGo, Shri. Vineet Sood, 
CEO, Alliance Air, and oth-
er dignitaries from MoCA, 
IndiGo, Alliance Air, and 
local administration from 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Mumbai, and Kolkata were 
also present.

The Criminal Procedure 
(Identification) Bill, 2022 
(Section 10(1) of the 2022 
Act) was passed on 18th 
September 2022 after get-
ting the President’s assent 
for the regulation of con-
victs related to their identi-
fication, and investigation 
in criminal matters and for 
further withholding the 
records. It has repealed the 
Identification of Prisoners 
Act, of 1920 and the pri-
mary objective of its imple-
mentation is to enhance 
the powers of enforcement 
agencies, and courts to have 
access to biometrics and 
DNA samples of criminal 
offenders. It is violating the 
privacy of the prisoners un-
der Article 21 of the Indian 
Constitution which says 
that the collection of per-
sonal data is not allowed.  
The bench in Justice K.S 
Puttswamy (Retd.) & Anr. 
v. Union of India stated that 
the right to privacy is an 
intrinsic part of the right to 
life and it is a freedom guar-
anteed under Part-III of the 
Indian Constitution. This 
act is controversial in na-

ture as it has given immense 
powers to the legal authori-
ties for the collection, evalu-
ation, and storage of person-
al data of the prisoners even 
to those who are arrested by 
executive authorities, and 
at the same time, the scope 
of powers has widened to a 
great extent as compared to 
the 1920 Act. 

What is making the 
act controversial?
It casts an arbitrary, and 
non-restricted obligation 
on the convicts to allow the 
police and prison officers to 
take measurements as pre-
scribed by the Union and 
State Governments. The 
term ‘measurement’ has a 
wide interpretation as it in-
cludes finger-print impres-
sions, palm-print impres-
sions, retina, and iris scans, 
and biological, and physical 
samples, and their analysis, 
along with other behavioral 
patterns namely signatures, 
handwriting, or any other 
examination referred under 
Section 53 (examination of 
accused by medical practi-
tioner at the request of a po-
lice officer) or 53A (exami-
nation of a person accused 

of rape by a medical practi-
tioner) of the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC). 
It is pertinent to mention 
here that the power to col-
lect measurements is not 
limited to the accused or 
convicted persons, the ap-
plication expands to all the 
persons as may be directed 
by the Magistrate for any in-
vestigation, or proceedings 
under the CrPC. The abso-
lute power given to public 
servant officials leaves no 
personal space for the indi-
viduals, and it has the po-
tential of vehemently in the 
future to corrupt the politi-
cal and social system in In-
dia. To further understand 
the coercive nature of the 
bill, it is important to look 
at Section 3 of the bill which 
has used the word “shall” 
which made it a compulsion 
for the convicts to provide 
their personal data to the 
officials, they have no say 
to refuse and the concept of 
consent has no place in this 
whole process.  No person 
can be compelled to provide 
self-incriminating evidence, 
and the right to privacy 
identifies the power of an 
individual to control the 

dissemination of personal 
information. The 2022 Act 
does not align with this 
established and existing 
sphere of law. 

Furthermore, adding to 
the already systematic ex-
ploitation of the right to 
privacy this act attaches 
criminal liability to it, if the 
person refuses or does not 
allow to take the measure-
ments. As per Section 6 of 
the Act, resistance or refus-
al shall be deemed to be an 
offense under Section 186 of 
the Indian Penal Code, 1860 
(‘IPC’), which provides 
punishment for obstructing 
public servants in the dis-
charge of public functions, 
wherein the person may 
be imprisoned for a term 
which may extend to three 
months or with fine which 
may extend to rupees five 
hundred or both.

Bill is infringing 
Privacy vis-à-vis 
human rights of 
individuals: 
Under Section 4 of the 2022 
Act, the National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) is 
empowered to collect, store, 
preserve, process, share, 

disseminate, destroy and 
dispose of the records of 
measurement. The NCRB 
is supposed to retain the 
records of measurement in 
digital or electronic form 
for 75 years from the date of 
collection of measurement. 
However, when the person 
is discharged or acquit-
ted all the measurements 
must be destroyed unless 
the court has directed in 
writing otherwise. The Act 
provides that the state or 
administration of union 
territory, too, may notify 
an appropriate agency to 
collect, store, and share 
the measurements in their 
respective jurisdictions. 
This act has vehemently 
ignored the aspect of non-
dissemination of personal 
information of the prison-
ers as they have no proper 
mechanisms for the sound 
storage of data, restrictions 
on the sharing of the data 
and it ultimately exposes 
the identity and sensitive 
information of prisoners to 
the world.  The other very 
concerning aspect of this 
act is it is treating all the of-
fenses in the same category 
there is no distinction be-

tween the accused persons 
who have committed dif-
ferent offenses, for instance, 
the application of the act 
will be the same on a pick-
pocketer and kidnapper 
their measurements will be 
in the custody of officials for 
the straight 75 years. This 
act has surely a chilling ef-
fect on the person’s right to a 
fair trial, especially on those 
who are not even accused or 
arrested is incomprehen-
sible. 

The other major concern 
is no robust framework 
of data protection, and in 
the future, any loss of data 
could easily lead to misuse 
of the same causing mental 
trauma and disorders to the 
individuals. The sovereign 
must protect against the vi-
olation of the human rights 
of every citizen. The motive 
of a democratic country is 
getting defeated as we elect 
our representatives for the 
benefits but on contrary, in-
creased surveillance is the 
result. This might help keep 
the records of criminal of-
fenders but it is not justified 
for those people who are 
accused under the criminal 
system who are not proven 

guilty as yet, and the fact 
there is no mechanism to 
deal with this makes things 
much worse. It has been 
critiqued for violating inter-
national conventions, and 
regulations on human and 
political rights, the right to a 
person’s honor, reputation, 
and self-respect. The leg-
islative provisions such as 
Article 12, and Article 16 of 
the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, 
1966 talk about the protec-
tion of persons against ar-
bitrary interference with 
their privacy, family, home, 
correspondence, honor, and 
reputation. Adding to this, 
Article 2(2) of the same con-
vention ensures economic, 
social, and cultural rights 
without any discrimination, 
which will include prison-
ers as well. 

conclusion:
This legislation has been 
rolled on to provide a larger 
interest of the nation, and 
the individuals. The after-
effect is not appreciated by 
major sections of society 
considering the surveillance 
it will cause, the arbitrary 
violation of a person’s right 

to life and liberty. The huge 
and disproportionate pow-
ers given to the executives 
with no regulating mecha-
nisms, and little account-
ability is inviting to put the 
personal information of in-
dividuals at stake. The fact 
that the bill is not well-re-
searched can be concluded 
as they have not considered 
past HC and SC judgments 
which put questions on the 
reliability of the bill. It has 
recently been challenged 
by V.Adarsh for its consti-
tutional validity in Madras 
High Court this one petition 
is already pending before 
the Delhi High Court stating 
the situation of madness it is 
creating by implementing a 
bill whose research has not 
clarified how the measure-
ments will reduce the con-
viction rates.  The absurd 
aspect here is that Data Pro-
tection Bill was withdrawn 
after 5 years of consultation, 
and this bill was passed 
prior to consultation repre-
sents the half-hearted dedi-
cation of the legislators who 
are only concerned about 
the implementation with-
out seeking its advantages 
and disadvantages.

PRESIDENT OF INDIA ATTENDS 
CIVIC RECEPTION HOSTED BY 
GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

Minister of Civil Aviation, 
Jyotiraditya Scindia inaugurates 
multiple flights to boost connectivity 
to Northeastern Region

The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022: Is it a 
new Pandora Box for Infringing People’s Privacy?

GRAND RECEPTION CONNECTING NORTH-EAST

TAlkING PRIVACY

tdg netWork

tdg netWork

tdg netWork

The President said that along with agriculture, Haryana is also 
a leading state in industrial production and service sector. It is a 
major automobile producing state. She noted that more than 250 
Fortune-500 companies have their offices in Gurugram and this city 
is called ‘Global City’. She also noted that Haryana is also among the 
top-five states and union territories in terms of per capita income.

n The new route will en-
hance the Northeast 
region’s connectivity 
with the 2 major metro 
cities

n The new routes will 
further expand its 
wings in Northeast In-
dia

From To Frequen-
cy

Departure 
Time

Arrival 
Time

Aircraft 
Type

MUMBAI ITANAGAR 
(via Kolkata)

12.4567 0740 1235 Airbus

ITANAGAR 
(via Kolkata)

MUMBAI 12.4567 1305 1845 Airbus

From To Frequency Departure 
Time

Arrival 
Time

Aircraft 
Type

DIBRU-
GARH

ITANA-
GAR

2 times weekly 1020 1110 Dornier 
Do-228

ITANAGAR ZIRO 2 times weekly 1130 1205 Dornier 
Do-228

ZIRO ITANA-
GAR

2 times weekly 1225 1300 Dornier 
Do-228

ITANAGAR DIBRU-
GARH

2 times weekly 1320 1405 Dornier 
Do-228

From To Frequency Departure 
Time

Arrival 
Time

Aircraft 
Type

DIBRU-
GARH

ITANA-

GAR

2 times 

weekly

1020 1110 Dornier 

Do-228

ITANAGAR PAS-

SIGHAT

2 times 

weekly

1130 1230 Dornier 

Do-228

PAS-

SIGHAT

ITANA-

GAR

2 times 

weekly

1250 1350 Dornier 

Do-228

ITANAGAR DIBRU-

GARH

2 times 

weekly

1410 1455 Dornier 

Do-228

a) ITANAGAR-MUMBAI (via Kolkata): - 
28thNovember 2022 (Operated by IndiGo)

b) DIBRUGARH- ITANAGAR -ZIRO: - 29THNovember 
2022 (Operated by Alliance Air)

c) DIBRUGARH- ITANAGAR- PASIGHAT: - 30thNovem-
ber 2022 (Operated by Alliance Air)



Pakistan’s government has decided to file an application against 
former Prime Minister Imran Khan with the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) and Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA) in the Toshakhana case, The Express Tribune reported.

The development comes after the Election Commission 
of Pakistan in October disqualified Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief Imran Khan under Article 63(1)(p) in the 
Toshakhana case and ruled that he is no longer a member of 
the National Assembly. ECP announced that Imran Khan’s 
National Assembly seat will remain vacant. It unanimously 
agreed that the PTI chief had misled officials about the gifts 
he had received during his term as Pakistan’s PM. According 
to the reference, the cricketer-turned-politician had “deliber-
ately concealed his assets relating to Toshakhana gifts retained 
by him, particularly in the years 2018 and 2019, as per The 
Express Tribune report. Citing the record, the reference said 
that the gifts were bought from the Toshakhana for Rs 21.5 
million based on their estimated value, while they were worth 
Rs 108 million. Earlier this month, an Islamabad district and 
sessions court adjourned the hearing of a Toshakhana refer-
ence against former Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan till 
December 8, Dawn reported. The proceedings were initiated 
on the complaint filed by the Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) after the electoral watchdog found Imran Khan guilty 
of making “false statements and incorrect declaration” in his 
election papers.

world the daily guardian review
wedne sday |  30 november 2022
new delhi10

viral video

‘I Wanna See a Movie!’: New viral chant 
for China protesters against Covid curbs

Cinema can indeed moti-
vate people. China is in the 
middle of some of its fiercest 
protests against stringent 
Covid curbs in the country, 
with many memes, chants 
and catchphrases going viral. 
However, one phrase seems 
to have struck a chord with 
the protestors and filmmak-
ers of the country recently.

According to a report by 
US-based entertainment out-

let The Hollywood Reporter, 
a video went viral across the 
Chinese social media portal 
‘WeChat’ where purported 
protesters from Shanghai 
are seen chanting, “I Wanna 
See a Movie!”

The video was shared and 
re-shared many times over 
by eager moviegoers and 
film industry professionals 
as well. The posts mostly 
included crying emojis or a 
reiteration of the viral phrase.

“Everyone was forced to 
give a final roar: I wanna see 

a movie!” the head of a major 
Chinese theatre chain wrote 
on WeChat. With Beijing’s 
‘Zero-Covid’ policy being en-
forced strictly, China’s move 
screening business has hit a 
downward curve in the re-
cent past. According to The 
Hollywood Reporter, citing 
Artisan Gateway, China’s box 
office total for 2022 was just 
3.88 billion USD, a 36 per cent 
drop from 2021 and upwards 
of a 50 per cent drop from 
2019. While movie theatres 
are largely open in China, a 

recent sharp upwad spiral in 
Covid-19 cases in cities such 
as Beijing, Guangzhou and 
Chongqing has seen strict 
curbs on the movement of 
the public being enforced, in 
addition to compulsory PCR 
testing at public places.

Meanwhile , there have 
reports of censorship dur-
ing television broadcasts 
of the ongoing FIFA World 
Cup 2022, with images of 
fans without masks in Qatar 
snipped and replaced with 
those of players and coaches.

The Tehreek-i-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) on 
Monday called off a 

shaky ceasefire with the gov-
ernment and ordered fight-
ers to stage attacks across the 
country.

According to the TTP 
statement, they called off 
the ceasefire agreed with 
the government in June, 
reported Dawn. “As mili-
tary operations are ongoing 
against mujahideen in differ-
ent areas so it is imperative 
for you to carry out attacks 
wherever you can in the en-
tire country,” said the state-
ment.

TTP, a separate entity from 
the Taliban in Afghanistan 
but sharing a similar Is-
lamist ideology, have been 
responsible for hundreds 
of attacks and thousands 
of deaths since emerging in 

2007.
The decision, it stated, was 

taken after “the military 
organisations launched a 
series of non-stop attacks in 
Bannu’s Lakki Marwat dis-
trict,” added the statement.

The banned group said 
it had repeatedly warned 
the people of Pakistan and 
“continued to be patient so 
that the negotiation process 

is not sabotaged at least by 
us,” reported Dawn.

“But the army and intel-
ligence agencies did not 
stop and continued the at-
tacks now our retaliatory 
attacks will also start across 
the country,” the statement 
claimed. The government 
and intelligence agencies are 
yet to comment on the mat-
ter.  Talks between Pakistani 

officials and the militant out-
fit first started in October last 
year but broke down in De-
cember.

They agreed to a truce ear-
lier this year after Afghani-
stan’s new Taliban rulers 
took a prominent role in 
brokering peace talks. Still, 
negotiations made little 
progress and there were fre-
quent breaches.

The process, however, 
broke down once again due 
to a deadlock on the revoca-
tion of the merger of erst-
while tribal areas with Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa.

Subsequently, attacks by 
the TTP have been on the 
rise since September after 
the group’s ceasefire with the 
army ended. Most of the at-
tacks have happened in and 
around Dera Ismail Khan, 
Tank, South Waziristan, and 
North Waziristan districts in 
KP, reported Dawn.

In October, the Ministry 

of Interior had warned that 
more than year-long peace 
negotiations between the 
TTP and the government 
of Pakistan “had come to a 
standstill”, which had led 
to unease within the TTP’s 
ranks, reported Dawn.

It had noted that the TTP 
accuses the Pakistani gov-
ernment of failing to fulfill its 
main demand -- the reversal 
of the merger of former Fata 
with KP -- as well as continu-
ing to detain TTP members 
while a truce was still being 
negotiated.

Less than two weeks ago 
the TTP claimed an ambush 
that killed six policemen in 
northwest Pakistan, claim-
ing they were plotting a 
“raid” on their base in the 
area. Since Friday the mili-
tary has been patrolling the 
area in an attempt to root 
out militants, with helicop-
ter gunships shelling their 
hideouts.

Proscribed outfit

ttP ends ceasefire, orders 
nationwide attacks in Pakistan
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

A new video showcases a TTP training camp.

toshakhana case

Pakistan govt to 
file application 
against Imran

enforced quarantines

‘Protests against covid Policy 
biggest rebellion in china’

The stringent lockdowns 
and ongoing protests in 
China have emerged as the 
‘biggest rebellion’ in the 
country’s history as people 
are filled with angst over the 
afflicting zero-Covid policy 
for its enforced quarantines, 
according to the Investiga-
tive Journalism Reportika.

The public outrage against 
CCP rule and torturous ze-
ro-covid policy has been ob-
served across several cities of 
China including Beijing and 
Shanghai which are the trade 
hubs of the country. People 
in Xinjiang, as well as Lhasa, 
were also seen, according to 
several videos circulating on 
social media. Xi Jinping has 
been in charge of a strategy 
of mass testing, brute-force 
lockdowns, enforced quar-
antine, and digital tracking 
for almost three years, at a 
terrible cost to human and 
financial well-being. Hun-
dreds of protesters have 
even demanded his ouster. 

Since the announcement of 
the 20th Party Congress of 
the CCP in October, China 
has undergone a myriad of 
changes.

On the eve of the 20th Par-
ty Congress, a lone protes-
tor displayed two banners, 
one urging the people to “Be 
citizens, not slaves,” and the 
other demanding that Xi 
Jinping be removed from his 
office, the Investigative Jour-
nalism Reportika stated.

The harsh Covid-19 lock-
down that Chinese authori-
ties have placed on them for 

more than three months has 
angered locals in Tibet’s cap-
ital city of Lhasa, who took to 
the streets to protest.

The large-scale protests 
in China were apparently 
sparked by an apartment 
block fire in Urumqi, which 
killed at least 10 people on 
Thursday and has acted as 
an impetus for public pro-
test. By Sunday evening, 
on dozens of university 
campuses, students dem-
onstrated or put up protest 
posters. Protests also spread 
to Chengdu, Guangzhou .

foreign Policy address

‘Golden era’ between UK, 
China is now over: Sunak

In his first major address 
on Foreign Policy, UK PM 
Rishi Sunak on Monday 
strongly asserted that the 
“golden era” between Brit-
ain and China is “now over” 
and that it is time to evolve 
the approach towards China 
as the country is posing a 
systemic challenge to UK’s 
values and interest with its 
authoritarian rule.

During his address at the 
Lord Mayor’s Banquet at 
London’s Guildhall, Sunak 
also criticised the human 
rights abuses taking place 
in China while putting for-
ward his stance on foreign 
policy. “Let’s be clear, the 
so-called ‘golden era’ is over, 
along with the naive idea 
that trade would lead to so-
cial and political reform. We 
recognise China poses a sys-
temic challenge to our values 
and interests, a challenge 
that grows more acute as it 
moves towards even greater 
authoritarianism,”Sunak  
said in his address.

Speaking further he said, 
“We are taking a long-term 
view on China strengthening 
our resilience and protecting 
our economic security,” and 
added that the UK cannot 
simply ignore China’s global 
significance.

He  also expressed concern 
over the ongoing protests in 
China against Covid lock-
downs and said that instead 
of listening to people’s con-
cerns, the Chinese govern-
ment “has chosen to crack 
down further” as he high-
lighted the recent arrest and 
manhandling of BBC report-
er in China.

Thousands of protesters 
took to the streets of Shang-
hai, where people were be-
ing bundled into police cars. 
Students have also demon-
strated at universities in Bei-
jing and Nanjing. 

    Meanwhile, hundreds of 
people gathered in down-
town Shanghai on Sunday 
afternoon to hold what ap-
peared to be a silent protest 
near where a demonstration 
against China’s zero-Covid 
policy erupted in the early 
hours.

Demonstrators holding 
blank pieces of paper and 
white flowers stood silently 
at several intersections, the 
person said under condition 
of anonymity, before police 
officers eventually moved to 
clear the blocked roads.

Sunak was supposed to 
meet  Xi Jinping during G20 
Summit in Bali, Indonesia 
earlier this month however 
the meeting was called off 
after NATO members gath-
ered for an emergency meet-
ing following missile strike 
in a Polish village near the 
Ukrainian border.

UK PM Rishi Sunak.

oPinion

blue economy issues

britain lacks a coherent china strategy

maldives’ non-ParticiPation in indian 
ocean forum meet regrettable, says china

Two major security lapses 
made headlines in the UK 
recently. Amidst the political 
chaos of transition between 
Liz Truss and Rishi Sunak 
came the first revelation 
of nearly 30 ex-Royal Air 
Force (RAF) pilots in China, 
training its military person-
nel to fly advanced aircraft. 
Deemed a serious national 
security risk, the Ministry 
of Defense (MoD) issued an 
intelligence alert warning 
against lucrative Chinese 
recruitment campaigns. But 
a few days later, reports of 
a second significant lapse 
emerged. As late as 2019, the 
MoD allowed Chinese na-
tionals to train on UK soil, at-
tend UK military college and 
even sent serving RAF pilots 
as instructors to Beijing. 

These incidents have 
brought to light massive 
inconsistencies in the UK’s 
defence and foreign policy 
towards China. Even though 
the Conservatives have been 
in power for more than ten 
years, the UK’s China strate-
gy has ranged from dovish to 
hawkish. The revolving door 

of 10 Downing Street may 
make David Cameron’s pre-
miership seem old, but just 
in 2015, his administration 
was wooing and courting 
China. Xi Jinping addressed 
both houses of Parliament 
and was even hosted by 
the Queen at Buckingham 
Palace. Cameron touted the 
UK-China relationship as 
one for “long-term prosper-
ity”. Now in 2022, the UK’s 
spy chief designated China 
as a “threat’’. The head of 
MI5, the UK’s intelligence 
agency and his American 
counterpart went further to 
call China the “biggest long-
term threat” to economic and 
national security.

In recent years, the posture 
of both the UK and China in 
the international arena has 
significantly evolved. The lat-
ter’s wolf warrior diplomacy 
approach has made it aggres-
sive on several fronts like the 
South China sea, Hong Kong 
and Taiwan. Border skir-
mishes mar its relationship 
with India and there has been 
a steady decline in relations 
with notable allies of the West 
like Australia and Canada. 

The new entrant, Rishi 

Sunak, seems to have taken 
a more mellowed approach 
to foreign policy but is yet to 
declare any clear stance on 
China. The two recent signifi-
cant security lapses regard-
ing RAF and the training of 
Chinese military personnel 
point to how inconsistency 
in policy can affect the UK’s 
ability to deal with matters 
related to China. This needs 
to change.

 The UK needs to clearly 
identify red flags and strate-
gic objectives when it comes 
to China. It cannot continue 
to link economic and strate-
gic goals in a linear direction. 
There is a three-way trade-off 
between economic, security 
and political interests. On 
the political front, China’s 
treatment of minorities like 
Uyghurs and the restrictions 
on Hong Kong, a former 
British colony, has raised 
significant public concern 
forcing the government to 
take a strong stand. On the 
security front, China’s ac-
tion has made its divergent 
security interests from the 
UK abundantly clear, be it in 
Taiwan, the South China Sea 
or Ukraine. The economic 

front presents many chal-
lenges too, from the banning 
of Huawei to China’s involve-
ment in hacking scandals 
and corporate espionage 
that has damaged its reputa-
tion among UK businesses. 
China is also unabashed in 
using its economic prowess 
to achieve strategic objectives 
through projects like the Belt 
and Road Initiative.

 Implementing a strategic 
vision during a time of in-
tense economic stress and 
domestic political instabil-
ity is a challenging task. In 
the days ahead, we will see 
if Rishi Sunak is up to this. 
The Integrated Review of 
defence and foreign policy 
from March 2021 was the 
last comprehensive docu-
ment outlining the UK’s 
approach to China. A long 
overdue update was just re-
cently commissioned. But it 
is imperative to go beyond 
that. As suggested by sever-
al government and bureau-
cratic sources, a special China 
strategy review is needed and 
that should inform Rishi Su-
nak’s foreign policy priority. 
The UK badly needs a reck-
oning with reality.

Chinese Embassy in Male 
has now responded to Mal-
dives’ denial to participate 
in the “China-Indian Ocean 
Forum on Development Co-
operation” which was held 

on 21st November  and called 
the action “regrettable” as it 
would have helped the na-
tion to address its concerns 
on climate change and pro-
mote the blue economy.

“It’s believed that the Fo-
rum would help the Mal-
dives address its concerns on 

climate change and promote 
the development of its blue 
economy through multilat-
eral cooperation, the Chinese 
side extended invitations to 
the government officials and 
senior scholars from Mal-
dives to participate in the 
Forum. Regrettably, the Mal-

divian Government officials 
did not take the opportunity 
to participate in it,” they said 
in an official release. 

The China-Indian Ocean 
Region Forum on Develop-
ment Cooperation was held 
last week in Kunming, Yun-
nan Province.

top of the day

uyghur 
community in 
vienna holds 
demonstration
VIENNA: The Uyghur 
community in Vienna, 
Austria organised a 
demonstration in front of 
the Embassy of China on 
Monday to protest against 
the death of innocent 
Uyghurs in the fire incident 
in Urumqi, Xinjiang. The 
protest was led by Melvan 
Dilshat, President of the 
Uyghur Community in 
Austria. During the protest, 
they raised slogans 
against the Chinese 
government for its actions 
in committing the Uyghur 
Genocide. Prayers were 
also offered to the victims 
of the fire incident. The 
Uyghur community in 
Austria strongly supported 
the Chinese people in their 
fight against the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP). 
The Tibetan community 
in Austria also joined this 
protest with Uyghurs and 
stood in support of them.
Innocent lives including 
those of children were 
lost due to the deliberate 
inaction of CCP under the 
pretext of COVID lock-
downs. Protests began 
in Urumqi, the capital of 
the far-western Xinjiang 
region, on Friday.

metallica 
announces new 
studio album
WASHINGTON: American 
heavy metal band Metal-
lica, which first came onto 
the scene with their 1983 
album ‘Kill ‘Em All’, has 
announced their new stu-
dio album and the record’s 
accompanying world tour. 
According to Fox News, a 
USA-based news outlet, 
the announcement about 
this new album named ‘72 
seasons’ was made by the 
band in a press release 
posted on their website. Its 
first single, ‘Lux AEterna’, 
has already dropped. 
While some of the band’s 
classic songs have been 
re-released, this is their 
first full-length album 
with new music since the 
2016 release of ‘Hard-
wired...To Self-Destruct’. 

“72 seasons. The first 18 
years of our lives that 
form our true or false 
selves. The concept that 
we were told ‘who we are’ 
by our parents. A possible 
pigeonholing around what 
kind of personality we are,” 
Metallica’s lead singer 
James Hetfield said about 
the name of the album, 
reported Fox News.

hunt on for 
second-closest 
suPermassive 
black hole
WASHINGTON: Two as-
trophysicists at the Center 
for Astrophysics Harvard 
& Smithsonian have sug-
gested a way to observe 
what could be the second-
closest supermassive 
black hole to Earth: a be-
hemoth 3 million times the 
mass of the Sun, hosted by 
the dwarf galaxy Leo I. The 
supermassive black hole, 
labeled Leo I*, was first 
proposed by an indepen-
dent team of astronomers 
in late 2021. The team 
noticed stars picking up 
speed as they approached 
the center of the galaxy—
evidence for a black hole 
but directly imaging emis-
sion from the black hole 
was not possible. Fabio 
Pacucci and Avi Loeb have 
suggested a new way to 
verify the supermassive 
black hole’s existence.
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The public outrage against CCP rule and the torturous zero-Covid 
policy has been observed across several cities of China.
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‘racist language’

‘mpox’ to be used as synonym 
for monkeypox, says WHO

Ireland’s data regulator on Monday slapped Facebook owner 
Meta with a 265-million-euro (USD 275 million) fine after de-
tails of more than half a billion users were leaked on a hacking 
website.

The penalty resulted from an investigation, started in April 
2021, related to the discovery of a collated dataset of Facebook 
personal data that had been made available online. Facebook 
was also ordered to take a range of corrective measures, re-
ported euronews. Meta said it had cooperated fully with the 
investigation by Ireland’s Data Privacy Commissioner (DPC) 
and made changes to its systems during the time in question, 
including removing the ability to scrape its features in this 
way using phone numbers.

Monday’s fine is the fourth that Ireland’s Data Privacy Com-
missioner (DPC) has levied against one of Meta’s companies. 
It is Meta’s lead privacy regulator within the European Union 
and has 13 more inquiries into the social media group out-
standing.

The DPC regulates Apple, Google, Tiktok and other tech-
nology giants due to the location of their EU headquarters in 
Ireland. It currently has 40 inquiries open into such firms, 
including the 13 involving Meta, reported euronews.

The regulator has the power to impose fines of up to 4 per 
cent of a company’s global revenue under the EU’s General 
Data Protection Regulation’s (GDPR) “One Stop Shop” re-
gime introduced in 2018. The DPC said mitigating factors in 
Monday’s decision - which had been approved by all other 
relevant EU regulators - included Facebook’s actions. In 
September the watchdog hit its Instagram subsidiary with a 
record fine of 405 million euros, which Meta plans to appeal.

ireland regulator

Meta slapped With 
265M euros penalty 
over ‘data Breach’
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Member of Pakistan’s Na-
tional Assembly and National 
Democratic Movement leader 
Mohsin Dawar was denied 
permission to leave the coun-
try, said a report, adding that 
he was stopped at the Islam-
abad International Airport as 
he was leaving for Tajikistan 
to attend the ‘Herat Security 
Dialogue’.

The ‘Herat Security Dia-
logue’ is an annual interna-
tional conference held by the 
Afghan Institute for Stra-
tegic Studies. According to 
the News International, the 
minister was stopped from 
leaving the country because 
his name was included in the 
Exit Control List. The Federal 
Investigation Agency stopped 

the Pakistani lawmaker from 
boarding the flight to Tajiki-
stan, the report said.

However, The News Inter-
national quoted Dawar as 
claiming that his name had 
been removed from the list 
after the Cabinet’s approval 
two months. “I feel that they 
were informed in advance,” 

he said.
The National Assembly 

member added that he was 
informed that his name had 
been removed from the ECL, 
but the officials were told that 
he should not leave the coun-
try, reported The News Inter-
national.

The inclusion of the law-
maker on the ECL had been 
preceded by registration of 
complaints against Dawar, 
Ali Wazir a fellow National 
Assembly member and 
some other leaders. They 
were booked for provoca-
tive speech, rioting and some 
other cases.

The cases against Dawar 
were registered at Sohrab 
Goth, Boat Basin and Shah 
Latif Town police stations in 
Karachi, The News Interna-
tional reported.

‘herat dialogue’

Pakistan lawmaker not 
allowed to leave country 
for security meet

poWer dynaMics

‘eFFicient approach’
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Munir’s appointMent MaKes ForMer 
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Who south-east asia 
region launches 
health initiative
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In the wake of Gen Asim 
Munir becoming Paki-
stan’s new Army chief, 

former Inter-Service Intelli-
gence (ISI) chief Faiz Hamid, 
who is considered close to 
former Pakistan prime min-
ister Imran Khan, has opted 
for early retirement.

Former Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s ap-
pointee Hamid was supposed 
to be retiring in April 2023, 
but has now opted for early 
retirement The Dawn News 
reported while quoting un-
named sources. He current-
ly serves as the Bahawalpur 
corps commander. Further 
according to The Dawn 
News report it has been said 

that the resignation of Ha-
mid was already accepted 
by the authorities before the 
major shifts in the postings. 
Although there are no confir-
mations regarding the matter 
from the Inter-Services Pub-

lic Relations (ISPR), the re-
port sounds credible as there 
are no denials from Gen Ha-
mid and ISPR regarding the 
matter.

Hamid was amongst the six 
generals that were considered 

for the posts of Pakistan’s 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Committee (CJCSC) and 
the next chief of army staff. 
This early retirement maybe 
because he was overlooked 
for both posts in Pakistan. 
As the government has ap-
pointed General Asim Munir 
as army chief and General Sa-
hir Shamshad as CJCSC, ac-
cording to Express Tribune.

Meanwhile, according to 
a report from Express Tri-
bune, Lt Gen Azhar Abbas 
the Chief of General Staff is 
also seeking to retire who 
was also supposed to retire 
in April of 2023. All this will 
result in Asim Munir need-
ing to build his own team at 
Rawalpindi Corps and Chief 
of General Staff posts, ac-
cording to The Express Tri-

bune.
All these shifts in the ma-

jor posts of defence and 
other institutions in Paki-
stan can be problematic for 
the government of Pakistan 
which already has Imran 
Khan’s long march, degrad-
ing economy, and possible 
dissolution of Punjab and 
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa 
assemblies to deal with. 
Previously, the hype and 
hoopla created over the ap-
pointment of Pakistan’s 
new army chief came to rest 
after General Asim Munir 
and General Sahir Sham-
shad Mirza were notified as 
the next chief of army staff 
(COAS) and chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee 
(CJCSC) respectively on No-
vember 24.

In his usual satire, Twitter 
CEO Elon Musk on Monday 
accused the American tech 
giant “Apple” of threatening 
to withhold Twitter from its 
App store without disclosing 
the reason behind the action.

In a tweet, Musk wrote, 
“Apple has also threatened 
to withhold Twitter from its 
App Store, but won’t tell us 
why,” as he ridiculed the de-
cision of the gadget-making 
company. Elon Musk has 
been trying to revamp Twit-
ter ever since he took control 
of the microblogging site.

The previous week, Musk 
announced a new Twitter 
policy and said that the so-
cial media platform will no 
longer promote tweets con-
taining hate speech or other-
wise “negative” content.

In a tweet, he said that 
“New Twitter policy is 
freedom of speech, but not 
freedom of reach.” He also 
informed that Twitter will 
demonetize and not pro-
mote tweets containing hate 

speech or otherwise “nega-
tive” content.

“New Twitter policy is 
freedom of speech, but not 
freedom of reach.Negative/
hate tweets will be max de-
boosted & demonetized, so 
no ads or other revenue to 
Twitter. You won’t find the 
tweet unless you specifically 
seek it out, which is no dif-
ferent from the rest of the 
Internet,” he tweeted.

He also announced that 
Twitter plans to restore sev-
eral controversial accounts 
that had previously been 

banned or suspended, which 
also included the account of 
former President Donald 
Trump.

Earlier in 2020, Trump’s 
account was suspended in 
the wake of the January 6 
insurrection at Capitol Hill 
following the US Presidental 
elections, resulting in legal 
troubles for the former US 
President.

This new policy is no sur-
prise as the world’s richest 
man has made several deci-
sions in this manner, includ-
ing one to buy Twitter.

The Tesla CEO did so by al-
leging that Twitter violated 
their mutual purchase agree-
ment by misrepresenting the 
number of spam and fake bot 
accounts on its platform.

After Musk put out the deal 
termination announcement, 
the US market saw a sharp 
decline. Later, Twitter sued 
Musk accusing him of us-
ing bots as a pretext to exit 
a deal. And recently, Musk 
moved forward with the 
Twitter buyout at the origi-
nally agreed price of USD 
54.20 per share. 
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The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has announced 
that it will now begin to use a 
new preferred term “mpox” 
as a synonym for monkey-
pox.

Following a series of con-
sultations with global ex-
perts on using a preferred 
term for the disease, the 
WHO said in an official 
statement that both names 
will be used simultane-
ously for one year while 
“monkeypox” is phased out. 
The racist and stigmatizing 
language was noticed and 
reported to WHO when 
the monkeypox outbreak 
grew earlier this year. These 
incidents occurred online, 
in other contexts, and in 
some communities. Several 
people and nations voiced 
their concerns and asked 
WHO to suggest a way for-
ward to change the name in a 
number of public and private 
meetings.

Based on these consulta-
tions, and further discus-
sions with WHO’s Direc-

tor-General Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
WHO recommended the 
adoption of the new syn-
onym mpox in English for 
the disease, however, Mpox 
will become a preferred 
term, replacing monkeypox, 
after a transition period of 
one year.

This helps to allay experts’ 
concerns about confu-
sion brought on by a name 
change during a widespread 
outbreak. 

Additionally, it gives time 
to update WHO publications 
and finish the ICD update. 
The term “monkeypox” will 
remain a searchable term in 
ICD, to match historic infor-
mation, the WHO release 
read.

The topic of the new name’s 
use in various languages was 
extensively covered. Other 
languages may employ the 
preferred term, mpox. If any 
additional naming issues de-
velop, they will be resolved 
using the same procedure. 
Usually, discussions about 
translations take place in 
formal collaboration with 
the relevant government 

agencies and the relevant 
scientific societies.

To reduce any long-term 
negative effects of the cur-
rent name and from the 
adoption of the new name, 
WHO will use the term 
“mpox” in its communica-
tions and encourages others 
to do the same, according 
to the official release of the 
WHO.

Since early May 2022, cas-
es of monkeypox have been 
reported in countries where 
the disease is not endemic, 
and continue to be reported 
in several endemic countries. 
The US has recorded nearly 
30,000 infections, accord-
ing to Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention data.

Most confirmed cases 
with travel history reported 
travel to countries in Europe 
and North America, rather 
than West or Central Africa 
where the monkeypox vi-
rus is endemic, according to 
WHO. Most reported cases 
so far have been identified 
through sexual health or 
other health services in pri-
mary or secondary health-
care facilities.
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Former Inter-Service Intelligence chief Faiz Hamid.
Mohsin Dawar

The World Health Organisation South-East Asia Region and 
partners on Tuesday launched the South-East Asia Regional 
Forum for Primary Health Care-Oriented Health Systems.

A WHO statement said that robust primary health care 
(PHC)-oriented health system is the “most equitable and effi-
cient approach” for universal health coverage and health secu-
rity. In the press release, the WHO stressed that the importance 
of PHC-oriented health systems was introduced during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and subsequent economic challenges. The 
WHO called on member states to make policy and strengthen 
efforts towards quality, accessible and affordable primary 
health care for universal health coverage, health security, and 
Health for All.

Addressing participants at the launch of the PHC forum, Dr 
Poonam Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director, WHO South-
East Asia, said, “Amid the ongoing COVID-19 response and 
recovery, demands on health systems across our Region have 
increased, demands that must be met amid significant resource 
constraints, even as we advocate for countries to not just sustain 
but even increase expenditure on health.” Dr Poonam Kheter-
pal Singh said, “While the last few years have witnessed un-
precedented energy and innovation in health, we must grasp 
these and other opportunities to accelerate transformation 
across our Region and do so in a manner that is coordinated, 
aligned with national priorities, and which avoids duplication 
and fragmentation.” The WHO in the press release noted that 
the WHO South-East Asia region launched its new strategy on 
primary healthcare in December 2021. The strategy included 12 
interdependent strategic Actions, which seek to guide, support 
and monitor PHC transformation in the region.

elon Musk

Russia and Iran have agreed to al-
low the passing of 12 million tons of 
Russian goods via Tehran.

The goods will be travelling via 
the International North-South 
Transport Corridor. According to 
the Tehran Times, an agreement 
was signed by Deputy Transport 
and Urban Development Minister 
for Transportation Affairs Shah-
riar Afandizadeh and Deputy Min-
ister of Transport of the Russian 
Federation Dmitry Zverev.

After the signing of this agree-
ment, the first freight train arrived 
at Iran’s Sarakhs railway station 
in Khorasan-Razavi province near 
the border of Turkmenistan and 
this marked the official launch of 
the east section of the INSTC.

The train carried 39 containers 
of goods. The train left the Chek-
hov station on July 6 and travelled 
3,800 kms through Kazakhstan 
and Turkmenistan finally entering 
Iran. 

According to Tehran Times, this 
train will carry the containers to 
Bandar Abbas in south Iran and 
then be sent to India’s Nhava Sheva 

Port via seaways.
Prior to this Iran and Russia had 

signed an agreement in July for 
transiting 10 million tons of Rus-
sian goods through Iran. 

This matter of Russian goods 
crossing Tehran was also ad-
dressed in Jaishankar’s visit to 
Moscow. There he said that we dis-
cussed ways to expand and diversi-
fy our cooperation, moving beyond 
traditional areas.

The promotion of inter-regional 
cooperation has been a key priority 
for us, particularly with the Rus-
sian Far East. We also discussed 
enhancing connectivity, including 
through the International North-
South Transport Corridor as well 
as the Chennai-Vladivostok East-
ern Maritime Corridor. I updated 
Minister Lavrov and deputy Prime 
Minister Manturov on India’s 
flagship initiatives, including At-
manirbhar Bharat i.e. self-reliant 
India and Make in India, that can 
serve as platforms for a more con-
temporary economic relationship 
between our two countries, as per a 
press statement from the Ministry 
Of External Affairs.

Any such goods consignment 
will surely be boosting the trade re-

lations between Russia which has 
been a long-time trade partner. The 
agreement has been made during 
Salehi’s visit to Russia for attend-
ing a meeting of the Coordinating 

Council on Trans-Eurasian Trans-
portation (CCTT).  Iran and Russia 
had signed another agreement in 
July for transiting 10 million tons 
of Russian goods through Iran. 

The agreement was signed during 
the visit of an Iranian transport 
delegation to Russia, giving a boost 
to bilateral relations between the 
two countries.

transport corridor

12 million tonnes of Russian goods to pass 
via Iran as Moscow, Tehran agree on transit
TDG NeTwork
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The goods will be travelling via the International North-South Transport Corridor.
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Huge icicles 
have formed 

on the 
branches of 

a tree due 
to water 

leaking from 
a damaged 

pipe, at 
Tangmarg, in 
Baramulla on 
Tuesday.  ANI

WINTER IS COMING 

#TheKashmirFiles

NeTizeNs demaNd Nadav lapid’s 
apology For his remarKs oN The 
Kashmir Files 
The comments of an Israeli filmmaker heading the In-
dian Film Festival jury, calling ‘The Kashmir Files’ “vul-
gar and propaganda”, sparked huge row on Tuesday.  
Nadav Lapid had added that he was “shocked” to see 
the film in the competition section of such a prestigious 
film festival. A video from the festival went viral in which 
Lapid is seen criticizing the film.
Soon after, hashtags like #NadavMustApologise took to 
top trends as netizens expressed their anger. 
In an open letter to Nadav, Ambassador of Israel to India 
Naor Gilon said that he should be ashamed of himself 
and tweeted, “The friendship between the people and 
the states of India and Israel is very strong and will sur-
vive the damage you have inflicted. As a human being I 
feel ashamed and want to apologize to our hosts for the 
bad manner in which we repaid them for their generos-
ity and friendship.”
Ashoke Pandit wrote to Anurag Thakur and tweeted, “I 
as a Kashmiri Pandit and who is a victim of genocide 
seek a serious action against Mr Nadav Jury head of 
IFFI 2022 for calling the depiction of our tragedy as vul-
gar. Hs has added salt to our wounds and hence should 
b made to tender a apology.” 

— AkshAy kumAr

BRaIN-pICkING 

 Actor, at 53rd International Film Festival of India (IFFI) in Goa.

SaVING LIVES 

CaLL Of duTy fOR 
CRpf dOG 
Mallet, a specially trained 
sniffer dog in the bomb detec-
tion and disposal squad of the 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF), saved many lives on 
Monday after he detected an 
improvised explosive device 
(IED) planted by suspected 
Maoists in a forested area of 
Jobhi Khutwar in Jharkhand.

A senior CRPF officer said 
that on receiving intelligence inputs about the presence of 
an explosive device in Jobhi Khutwar, a search operation was 
launched.

Mallet, who is a part of the K9 units of the CRPF, assists its 
patrolling teams. The K9 unit stands out for its ability to detect 
an ambush or explosives. The dogs have been specially trained 
for operation in Naxal-infested areas and often prove useful 
for personnel operating in these areas.

In a statement, the CRPF informed that based on intelligence 
input, the 22 Battalion of the CRPF and state police on Monday 
launched a joint search operation in a forested area of the 
Jobhi Khutwar axis, within the Ango police station limits in 
Hazaribagh district.

According to the statement, as the troops accompanied by 
the sniffer dog (Mallet) were scouring the area, the specially 
trained K9 indicated the presence of explosives. Following 
Mallet’s lead, which pointed towards thick bushes near a beaten 
track, the troops recovered an IED planted in a steel container 
weighing about 20 kg. 

Mallet

Follow these tips to make your 
WhatsApp chats more secure

daTa
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In today’s data-driven world, 
data breaches can affect mil-
lions or possibly even bil-
lions of people at a time. 
This was seen in the recent 
alleged WhatsApp data 
breach controversy, which 
the company has denied.

Mashable India, a digital 
media platform, reported 
that according to a recent 
allegation from Cybernews, 
someone managed to hack 
into WhatsApp and acquire 
the personal information of 
almost 500 million users, 
which is now purportedly 
for sale.

Later , a WhatsApp spokes-
person stated that there is 
no evidence of a “data leak” 
from the company.

However, data breaches are 
nothing new because even 
some of the biggest com-
panies have had such inci-
dents.Here are some tips that 
would be helpful in making 
WhatsApp more secure.

•  Check chat encryption
Although all WhatsApp 

chats are encrypted by de-

fault, double-checking them 
while sharing sensitive in-
formation is still a good idea.

• Enable Two-factor au-
thentication

Two-factor authentication 
provides protection by add-
ing an extra layer of security 
to your account to ensure 
that your data isn’t accessed 
by someone else. So if a ser-
vice supports this feature, 
then you should be using it.

• Turn Security notifica-
tions on

With this feature, every 
time a new device accesses 
an existing chat, a new secu-
rity code is generated and a 
notification is sent when this 
security code changes.

•  Encrypt cloud backups
WhatsApp backups on 

Google Drive are not en-
crypted by default. Without 
this feature, a major gap will 
remain in your privacy pro-
tection. 

Turn on end-to-end en-
crypted backup, go to Set-
tings - Chats - Chat Backup 
- End-to-end Encrypted 
Backup and tap Turn On. 

•  Check unknown links
These days, it could be dif-

ficult to determine whether 
certain scam messages and 
links are malicious. 

Copy the link and check 
it on sites like Norton  
Safe Web, PhishTank, and 
others to prevent clicking 
on them. 

Nawang Tashi Rap-
ten, a four-year-old 
b oy  f r o m  Hi m-

achal Pradesh’s Lahaul and 
Spiti districts, received the 
moniker “reincarnation of 
Rinpoche” on Monday after 
formally becoming a monk.

Rapten, who was inducted 
into the religious life on Mon-
day, was born on 16 April 
2018, and hailed from the 
Rangrik village of the Tabo 
region of Spiti valley in the 
Lahaul-Spiti district of Hi-
machal Pradesh.

Earlier this year, he was 
identified as the reincar-
nation of Taklung Tsetul 
Rinpoche, the head of the Ny-
ingma school of Tibetan Bud-
dhism. The high Buddhist 
monk Namkhai Nyingpo 
Rinpoche from the Lhodrak 
Kharchu monastery of Bhu-
tan tonsured Rapten’s head to 
ordain him as the new head of 
the Nyingma sect. made the 
boy a monk here at Dorjidak 
Monetary.

“Basically, this is very im-
portant for us, this was a long 
wait for us for the last seven 
years. We heartily welcome 
him here in his seat. Nam-
khai Nyingpo Rinpoche 
performed the rituals here for 
the haircut and dress of the 
monk, which are generally 
done to make a normal per-

son a monk. We are looking 
forward to his education. He 
is important to us as Buddhist 
monks and his followers, and 
in general, it is a very precious 
and auspicious occasion for 
us. First, he will go to meet 
the high monks and get the 
basics, and his studies and 
education will continue after 
this,” said a Tibetan Buddhist 
monk.

Tibetan Buddhist monks 
and others in Dorjidak and 
other Buddhist disciples of 
the Himalayan region of Hi-
machal Pradesh organised 
a grand welcome ceremony 
to welcome the boy monk 
in Shimla. Now the little 
boy, Nawang Tashi Rapten, 
from the nursery class of 
the Serkong Public School 
in Tabo in Lahaul-Spiti, will 
formally join the Sangha as 
a monk and start his reli-
gious education in Dorjidak 

Monastery at Panthaghati in 
Shimla.

The Tibetan Buddhist 
disciples and Buddhist fol-
lowers from the Himalayan 
region are happy to see the 
reincarnated Lama back in 
the monastery after seven 
years. Regions are happy and 
are feeling fortunate that the 
monk has been reincarnated 
from their area.

“Today is a very important 
day for the Buddhist com-
munity here, including him 
in the Sanga. It is very sig-
nificant, particularly for those 
who are following the Tibetan 
Buddhist tradition of tantric 
practice. I am not the right 
person to speak about rein-
carnation. But, briefly speak-
ing about Buddhism, we be-
lieve there is a physical body 
and mind stream. The body 
dies when a person dies, but 
the mind stream continues.

The reincarnation process 
involves locating and iden-
tifying someone to carry on 
that mind stream. It is great 
news for the Buddhists in the 
Spiti region and for others in 
the Himalayan region,” said 
a local resident and member 
of the Kinnaur-Spiti Bodh 
Sangha Society.

“The Taklung Tsetul 
Rinpoche was not only the 
master, but he was the lin-
eage holder as a monk and in 
the modern world, there are 
very large many Rinpoches 
who are the disciples of the 
Taklung Tsetul Rinpoche as 
he himself was a practising 
monk. That is why they have 
received ordination from 
them. Finally, he has been in-
ducted into the Sanga and he 
will have to discharge his re-
sponsibility in particular and 
Buddhism in general,” said a 
local resident and member of 
Kinnaur-Spiti Bodh Sangha 
Society,” he added.

One of the foreigners who 
arrived here at the Dorjak 
monastery took this occasion 
as a dream coming true for 
him. “This is like a magic and 
dream to see this important 
occasion, this is very impor-
tant for us to get the Rinpoche 
here today,” said a foreign 
tourist.

Rapten’s family members 
were overjoyed and honoured 
to see their son become a high 
monk. 

auSpICIOuS 

MEET RapTEN: REINCaRNaTION 
Of a BuddhIST MaSTER 

Nawang Tashi rapten
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TakE MuSIC LESSONS aT ThIS  
ONE-Of-a-kINd faCILITy IN kaShMIR

Due to their distinctive and 
melodic voices, young sing-
ers in the Kashmir Valley 
are making their mark at 
the local and national lev-
els. Now, they are stepping 
forward to teach those who 
have a passion for singing.

To do this, two Kashmiri 
singers, Irfan and Bilal, 
have founded the “Mazrab” 
organisation, where they 
train aspiring vocalists in 
music.

Irfan and Bilal are two 
friends who started their 
careers together. Bilal hails 
from the Bemina area of 
Srinagar, while Irfan Noor-
bagh also hails from Sri-
nagar.

Irfan and Bilal became 
well-known in the early 
years of the twenty-first 
century thanks to their 
Kashmiri song “Zamane 
Pokh Na Hum Dum Toti 
Kya Go,” and as a result, 
both of them created a 
school where they could 
both teach music.

In 2020, this institution, 

which had been established 
in 2011, received govern-
ment support as well, as a 
result of which it was given 
a place in Chhatabul, Sri-
nagar.

Bilal stated that more 
than 133 students, includ-
ing young boys and girls, 
and senior citizens, are cur-
rently taking music lessons 
at this one-of-a-kind facility 
in the Kashmir Valley.

He said that his young-
est student is three years 
old, while the oldest is an 
80-year-old man.  His fa-
vourite was to say that mu-
sic has no age, for which 

he got clear proof from his 
own institution.

Irfan claimed that he 
struggled greatly to ful-
fil his dream and that the 
challenging circumstances 
of the valley continued to 
stand in his way. At pres-
ent, the institution offers 
both music instruction and 
recording studio space for 
emerging vocalists to re-
cord their songs.

Bilal said, “During the 
days of struggle, sometimes 
we became parents to each 
other, and sometimes we 
got the same love from our 
partners and families.”  

Irfan and Bilal. 

fIVE pLaCES WhERE ThE SuN 
NEVER SETS
Imagine seeing the sun at 2 a.m. It might be weird 
for everyone except for the people who live in places 
where the sun never sets. The earth rotates on its axis 
around the sun, and because it is spherical, only one 
side of the earth can see the sun at a time, while the 
other side transitions to night. Let’s look at five differ-
ent places that never get a chance to enjoy sunsets.

fINLaNd
Finland is called the land of a thousand lakes 
and islands. In summer, most urban areas in 
Finland get to see the sun for 73 days straight. 

It is compensated for during the winter, when the 
sun does not rise for the season. Along with staying 
in the igloos, visitors can see the Aurora Borealis, or 
Northern Lights.

SaINT pETERSBuRG
Saint Petersburg in Russia is immensely 
populated, with more than 1 million people. 
It is the northernmost city in the world. The 

latitude of the spot is high enough that for a month, 
a portion of the sun doesn’t pass beneath the skyline 
enough for the spot to darken.

NORWay
Norway is known as the “Land of the Mid-
night Sun.” Norway sees no sunsets as it is 
located in the Arctic Circle. Hammerfest is 

one of the northernmost places in this nation. Nor-
way’s ascetic magnificence has drawn in tourists from 
everywhere in the world.

ICELaNd
Iceland is best known for the aurora 
borealis, which explains why there is no 
sunset here. There is no night in the month 

of June on this island, as the sun doesn’t set here in 
this month. The spots where the midnight sun can be 
seen are Grimsey Island and the city of Akureyri.

NuNaVuT
It is a small city of 3000 people located two 
degrees north of the Arctic Circle. It makes 
one wonder about man’s ability to survive 

and thrive in such harsh environments. This is without 
doubt known as “survival of the fittest.” This spot 
likewise sees about two months of no sunsets in a 
single year.

-ALISHA LOUIS 

India’s 
craftsmen are 
ambassadors 
of heritage 
to the world 
and beacon of 
Indian culture.
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‘population milestone’

A report prepared by the National Statistical Office has projected that the number of people in the demographic grouping of ‘senior 
citizens’ would rise to 194 million by 2030.

Source: Flickr

India is projected to overtake China as the world’s most populous country in 2023.
Source: Wikimedia Commons

Increasing education in girls has contributed to declining fertility rates in India.

Source: Micro Medium 

IndIa’S PoPulatIon 
GroWth: aChIeveMent 
or CauSe For ConCern?

on 15th november 2022, the world population reached 
eight billion, which was termed “a milestone in hu-
man development” by the united nations. “the 

growth of our population is a testament to humanity’s 
achievements, including reductions in poverty and gender 
inequality, advancements in health care, and expanded access 
to education,” the united nations Population Fund (unFPa) 
said. the report said the global population is growing at its 
slowest rate since 1950, having fallen under 1 per cent in 2020. 
however, what is also noteworthy is that along with the world 
population crossing eight billion, India is also set to overtake 

China as the world’s most populous country in 2023. India’s 
population stands at 1.412 billion in 2022, compared to Chi-
na’s 1.426 billion. China has recorded one of the lowest fertil-
ity rates in the world (1.15 children per woman) and is likely 
to see a decline in population from 2023, and with the contin-
ued increase in population in India, the un projections are 
likely to come true next year. India is also projected to have 
a population of 1.668 billion in 2050, way ahead of China’s 
1.317 billion people by the middle of the century. While the 
growth of the population of a country is a testament to the 
progress it is making in healthcare and education, it can also 
be a cause for concern, especially if social and economic poli-
cies are not modified to support the growing population. For 
India in particular, the rate of population growth has raised 
concerns about the pressure on healthcare, education, and 
social systems, including infrastructure and overall unem-
ployment and economic growth.

How is india’s population growing? 
India’s population has more than tri-
pled since the country’s independence 
from British rule in 1947. there were 
an estimated 361 million (36.1 crore) 
people in the country as per the 1951 
census, and this grew to 1.2 billion 
(121 crores) as per the last census in 
2011. Since then it has been estimated 
that the country’s population is likely 
to grow by 25 per cent to 1.52 billion 
by 2036 (according to a report by the 
national Commission on Population 
(nCP)). 70 per cent of this increase will 
be in urban areas. as of 2011, 31 per 
cent of Indians were living in urban ar-
eas, and this is likely to increase to 39 
per cent by 2036. the union territory of 
new delhi, which was 98 per cent ur-
ban in 2011 will be 100 per cent urban 

by 2036. States such as tamil nadu, 
Kerala, Maharashtra, telangana, and 
Gujarat will all be more than 50 per 
cent urban. the most dramatic shift in 
population shift from rural to urban 
will be in Kerala, where around 52 per 
cent of the population was living in ur-
ban areas in 2011. this will increase to 
92 per cent by 2036. 

roughly more than half (54 per cent) 
of the growth in population from 2011 
and 2036 will take place in five states 
in the country: uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Bihar, Maharashtra, West Bengal, and 
Madhya Pradesh. the five southern 
states of Kerala, Karnataka, andhra 
Pradesh, telangana, and tamil nadu 
will only account for only 9 per cent of 
the growth. overall, the life expectancy 

at birth in the country has fallen from 
70.9 years in 2019 to 67.2 in 2021. the 
annual population growth has contin-
ued to average 1.2 per cent since 2011. 
In the decade before that, the annual 
population growth rate was higher at 
around 1.7 per cent. the country’s to-
tal fertility rate (tFr), which measures 
number of children per woman, fell to 2 
in the last assessment period (2019-21), 
while this figure was 3.4 in 1992-1993. 
this can be attributed to the awareness 
and better use of family planning meth-
ods and higher education levels among 
girls. however, it should be noted that 
although the rate of fertility has been 
declining on average, the country’s 
birth rate is much higher than its death 
rate compared to other countries.

Shreya MaSkara
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The final report of the Technical Group published in July 2020 projected that the proportion 
of the rural population will decline from 69% to 61%, as the urban population is projected to 
increase more than twice the projected increase in the rural population.

Source: Flickr

According to the UN, there are 10 million unwanted pregnancies in India every year.

Source: Flickr

Contributing reports by Yuvraaj 
Singh Rahal, Kajol Sharmi and Aditi 
Agrawal, Researchers at Polstrat

Rapid population growth acceler-
ates the challenges for any country 
in terms of food security, poverty, 
and overall development. As per 
Former Liu Zhenmin, the United 
Nations Under-Secretary-General 
for Economic and Social Affairs, “It 
makes eradicating poverty, combat-
ing hunger and malnutrition, and 
increasing the coverage of health 
and education systems more diffi-
cult”. Population experts and econ-
omists believe that focusing merely 
on the growth rate of the popula-
tion, including fertility and mortal-
ity numbers, can often distract from 
the real challenges faced by the 
country. In order for progress to be 
enjoyed by all in a sustainable man-
ner, the focus should be on reform-
ing the government’s education and 
economic and social policies to keep 
up with the rapidly growing popu-
lation. One of the most important 
concerns is the increase in the num-
ber of elderly people in the county. 
In 2021, India’s ageing population 
stood at 138 million and a report 
prepared by the National Statistical 
Office projected that the number of 
people in this demographic would 
rise to 194 million in 2030 — a 41 
per cent increase over a decade. 
Research suggests that only 26.3 
per cent of elderly people in India 
are financially independent, 20.3 
per cent are partially dependent on 
others for financial assistance, and 

53.4 per cent are dependent on their 
adult children. A rising elderly pop-
ulation would also coincide with 
an increase in cases of elder abuse, 
abandonment, loneliness, as well 
as financial concerns, including the 
pressure on social welfare policies 
of the government. 

Although India is a young coun-
try, with about 55 per cent of its 
population under the age of 30 and 
over 25 per cent below 15 years of 
age, experts have pointed out that 
demographic dividend phases do 
not automatically translate into 
economic growth without effec-
tive policy-making, and can, in fact, 
yield higher unemployment. Unem-
ployment amongst the youth will 
be an issue across the county, espe-
cially if the pace of skills develop-
ment remains the same in propor-
tion to the increase in population. 
As per a recent report produced by 
the Confederation of Indian Indus-
try, if India’s demographic dividend 
is productively employed, growth 
prospects would brighten, helping 
it to increase its GDP from the cur-
rent $3 trillion to $9 trillion by 2030 
and $40 trillion by 2047. To add to 
that, India has also recorded the 
sharpest increase in the number of 
people migrating overseas to nearly 
10 million between 2000 and 2020. 
The “brain drain” of the Indian pop-
ulation is likely to increase further 
and continue to impact the econom-

ic growth of the country. 
In addition to this, the major cit-

ies in India are already some of the 
biggest and most overburdened cit-
ies in the world. With the increase 
in the proportion of the population 
likely to be mostly in urban areas, 
this pressure will increase further. 
Delhi, which is already one of the 
largest and most polluted in the 
world, currently has a population 
of 20 million, expected to rise to 28 
million by 2041. In such metropoli-
tan areas and cities, housing, water, 
transport and sanitation infrastruc-
ture are already struggling to cope 
with the current pace of population 
growth. In Mumbai, the population 
is predicted to grow from 20 mil-
lion to 27 million by 2025. Already 
40 per cent of people in Mumbai 
live in slums. These problems will 
be further exacerbated with popu-
lation increase unless education, 
infrastructure, and social policies 
are modified to suit the needs of the 
growing population. 

Experts have also pointed out 
that the growth in population and 
its impact could encourage govern-
ments to adopt knee-jerk popula-
tion control policies, which could 
unfairly affect women and those 
from minority communities, similar 
to those in China. India implement-
ed the world’s first national family 
planning program in 1952, which 
led to a gradual drop in birth rates, 

however, the sizes of families con-
tinued to be high. The policy had 
several unintended consequences, 
including skewing the sex ratio of 
the country caused by sex-selective 
abortions. Some states in India have 
also already passed versions of a 
two-child policy, similar to China’s 
one-child policy. However, India is 
already trending towards smaller 
families due to changes in women’s 
own reproductive choices and no 
“drastic intervention from the state 
is required”, as highlighted by the 
UN report. 

What does this population groWth rate mean for india?
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The landscape of cricket has 
changed: Tim Southee

Pacer Tim Southee admits 
that more Kiwi players may 
follow their teammates’ 
lead and refrain from sign-
ing New Zealand Cricket 
contracts in order to pursue 
lucrative overseas deals.

In the first match, the hosts 
beat India by seven wickets. 
New Zealand chased down 
the target of 306 set by In-
dia with 2.5 overs to spare 
in the first ODI of the three-
match series here at Eden 
Park in Auckland on Fri-
day. The second ODI of the 
three-match series between 
India and New Zealand was 
called off due to rain. Speak-
ing in the pre-match press 
conference on the eve of 
the team’s final one-day in-
ternational against India in 
Christchurch, the 33-year-
old reflected on both his 
remarkable career to date 
and cricket’s changing land-
scape, which he claimed has 
happened “quicker than 
anyone expected.”

So far this year, the Black-
caps have suffered the loss 
of three regular players, all 
of whom chose to forego 
central contracts in order 
to play Twenty20 cricket 
around the world.

Trent Boult was the first 
to opt out of his contract in 
August, signing on to play 
in Australia and the UAE, 
while Colin de Grand-
homme retired from inter-

national cricket entirely to 
join him.

Earlier this month, Mar-
tin Guptill became the third 
player to opt out of a na-
tional contract after being 
left out of the Blackcaps’ 
plans and has since been 
signed by the Melbourne 
Renegades, with more deals 
possible.

Jimmy Neesham, who was 
offered a central contract by 
NZ Cricket following Bou-
let’s release, also declined it 
after committing to foreign 
leagues.

For Southee, who is still 
under contract with NZ 
Cricket, the moves by his 
countrymen are simply a 
reflection of where the game 
is heading, with club cricket 
beginning to supplant inter-
national cricket as the pre-
mier form of the sport.

“It’s been an interesting 

few months. The landscape 
of cricket has changed 
quicker than most thought. 
I’m contracted to New Zea-
land Cricket at the moment, 
[and] been back to the IPL 
this year. We’ll see what 
happens over the coming 
years,” said Southee during 
a pre-match press confer-
ence.

“It’s definitely changing, 
the landscape of cricket, 
from what it was two-to-
three years ago,” he added.

Despite the examples he 
sees around him, Southee 
says giving up his own con-
tract hasn’t been an active 
thought in his own future 
planning.

Southee is currently under 
contract with the Kolkata 
Knight Riders for the 2023 
IPL season, but he could 
also command deals in oth-
er leagues.

Tim Southee

IND VS NZ

UMRAN BOWLING AT OTHER END 
MAKES THINGS EASY: ARSHDEEP

India’s young pace sen-
sation Arshdeep Singh 
said that his bowling 

partner Umran Malik 
makes things easy for him 
and added that they enjoy 
each other’s company on 
and off the field.

Shikhar Dhawan and Co. 
are ready to take on New 
Zealand in the third and 
final match of the three-
game ODI series in Christ-
church. India is down 1-0 
and will aim to save the se-
ries on Wednesday in the fi-
nal ODI. The second ODI of 
the three-match series be-
tween India and New 
Zealand was called 
off due to rain. The 
match was called 
off with the Men 
in Blue scor-
ing 89/1 in 12.5 
overs when 
rain inter-
vened for the 
final time and 
put any possi-
bility of further 
action to rest.

Umran 
breathed fire in 
the middle overs 
against New Zealand in 
the second ODI. The right-
arm pacer hit 150 km/h 
four times and bagged the 

wickets of Devon Conway 
and Daryl Mitchell. Ar-
shdeep and Umran made 
their ODI debuts in the first 
ODI against New Zealand 
at Auckland.

“It’s an edge for me to 
play with Umran. 
He bowls at 155 

KMPH and makes things 
easy for me. We are loving 
our partnership on the field 
and off the field as well. I 
hope it will last a long time. 
I don’t think my journey 
is easy or challenging. We 
as players focus on play-
ing, enjoying the process, 
without thinking much 
about whether it is easy or 
challenging. When we per-
form our best, it feels good. 
We take the game match 
by match and don’t really 
think too much that I want 
myself here in the next year 
or so,” Arshdeep said in a 
pre-match conference.

The 23-year-old Indian 
pacer dropped an im-

portant catch 
in the 18th 
o v e r  o f 
Paki-

stan’s innings against India 
in the Super Four phase 
clash of the Asia Cup. He 
dropped Asif Ali, who 
took full advantage of the 
life given to him.

“People love us and our 
game a lot. So when we per-
form our best, people love 
us, and when we don’t per-
form, people show 
their 

disappointment. So there is 
nothing like dealing with 
this. They express their 
emotions because we play 
for India, and it’s the fans’ 
right to express their love 
or anger. We should accept 
both,” said the pacer.

In the first match, the 
hosts beat India by seven 
wickets. New Zealand 
chased down the target of 
306 set by India with 2.5 
overs to spare in the first 
ODI of three-match series 
here at Eden Park in Auck-
land on Friday. The mara-
thon chase was propelled 
by Tom Latham’s stunning 
century and skipper Kane 
Williamson’s unbeaten 94. 
The duo chased the target 

with an unbeaten 
221-run 

stand.
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SERIE A

The entire board of Juventus, 
chaired by Andrea Agnelli, 
resigned on Monday.

The collective resignation 
comes after prosecutors and 
the Italian market regulator 
Consob investigated Juventus’ 
financial statements in recent 
months for alleged false ac-
counting and market manipu-
lation. The club has denied all 
allegations of wrongdoing. As 
per Sky Sports, Juventus re-
ported a £220 million annual 
loss last season, a record in the 
club’s history.

“The Board of Directors, 
considering the focus and 
relevance of the pending le-

gal and technical-accounting 
issues, have deemed it in the 
best interest to recommend 
that Juventus adopt a new 
Board of Directors to deal 
with these issues,” a Juventus 
statement read.

Along with Agnelli, Vice 
President Pavel Nedved has 
resigned, as has Chief Execu-
tive Maurizio Arrivabene, but 
Juventus has asked the latter 
to stay in his position until 
the next board of directors is 
formed.

Laurence Debroux, Mas-
simo Della Ragione, Katryn 
Fink, Daniela Marilungo, 
Francesco Roncaglio, Giorgio 
Tacchia, and Suzanne Key-
wood have also resigned from 
the board.

President Agnelli has been 
at the helm of Juventus since 
2010 and was a key figure in 
establishing the European 
Super League, which failed to 
take shape last year, serving as 
vice-chairman of the division.

Juventus became one of Eu-

rope’s powerhouses during 
Agnelli’s reign by dominat-
ing the Italian leagues. Until 
2019–20, Juventus had won 
nine consecutive Serie A titles.

However, Juventus has re-
cently fallen from grace, with 
Inter and AC Milan winning 
the last two Serie A titles, re-
spectively.

Juventus are third in Serie 
A, 10 points behind leaders 
Napoli, and are managed by 
Massimiliano Allegri, whom 
Agnelli fired in 2019 only to 
rehire 18 months later.

Juventus was also knocked 
out of the Champions League 
group stage earlier this month 
and relegated to the Europa 
League, adding to their finan-
cial woes.

ACTION

BIG BASH

The Indian men’s hockey 
team, led by Harmanpreet 
Singh, will take on world 
No. 1 Australia in the third 
test match on Wednesday 
at the Mate Stadium, Ad-
elaide.

Both teams are of the 
opinion that these match-
es are crucial in their prep-
arations for the upcoming 
FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s 
World Cup 2023 in Bhu-
baneswar and Rourkela, 
starting January 13 at the 
iconic Kalinga Hockey 
Stadium and newly con-
structed Birsa Munda 
International Hockey 
Stadium. While the domi-
nant home team will look 
to ride on their success 
in the first two matches, 
where they beat India 5-4 
and 7-4, respectively, India 
will try to bounce back to 
earn the elusive points in 

the series.
Introspecting on the 

first two matches, Cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh 
was quoted as saying by 
Hockey India, “We have 
gone through the errors 
we have made in the first 
two matches. Australia 
is so quick in converting 
from the set plays even 
if they find the slightest 
of gaps, hence we must 

structure our defence bet-
ter.”

Both matches were 
fiercely fought, with India 
and Australia going full 
throttle in their attacks. 
They have utilised speed 
to their advantage and 
have scored a total of 20 
goals in just two matches. 
The two matches also saw 
many PCs being traded 
between both teams. 

Speaking about the high-
octane matches, Harman-
preet said, “When it is 
high-scoring match and 
both teams are going full 
steam in their attack, one 
too many penalty corners 
are created.”

“While we have man-
aged to create penalty 
corners and also score 
from it, we have also giv-
en away quite a few PCs 

as well which need to be 
curtailed in the upcoming 
matches,” Harmanpreet 
emphasized.

Talking about the posi-
tive takeaways from the 
two games, Harmanpreet 
said, “Good interception 
and counterattacks con-
tinue to be our pluses.” 
We have also been on par 
with Australia in terms 
of speed and fitness. We 
have started the matches 
well, scoring goals in the 
first quarter itself. Some 
of the young players play-
ing against Australia for 
the first time, like Mohd 
Raheel and Sukhjeet, have 
also done well to perform 
under pressure.”

“I think we have gained 
some rich experience 
playing against such a 
quality team in the lead 
up to the World Cup in 
January and look forward 
to the remaining three 
matches,” he signed off.

Indian men’s hockey team gears up 
for third Test against Australia

AUS VS WI

Pat Cummins announces playing 
XI for first Test against West Indies

Australia skipper Pat Cum-
mins has confirmed the make-
up of the XI that will take the 
field for his side in the first 
Test against the West Indies 
in Perth.

The final XI for Australia’s 
first home Test of the summer 
contains no major surprises, 
with Cummins confirming 
one change from the team that 
played in the most recent Test 
match in Sri Lanka. Spinner 
Mitchell Swepson replaces ex-
perienced seamer Josh Hazle-
wood, who was dropped after 
Australia’s humiliating loss to 
Sri Lanka in Galle in July.

Swepson took 3/103 in that 
match, but the 29-year-old 
was not selected for the West 
Indies series as Australia re-
verted to their standard line-
up of three seamers and one 
spinner.

Veteran openers David War-
ner and Usman Khawaja re-
main at the top of Australia’s 
batting order, with left-hand-
er Marcus Harris missing out 

despite being called up for the 
series.

The series against the West 
Indies is critical for Australia’s 
chances of reaching the World 
Test Championship final next 
year, with Cummins’ side cur-
rently leading the standings 
ahead of a busy upcoming 
schedule.

Following the West In-
dies series, Australia will 
host South Africa for three 
Tests before embarking on a 
four-Test series in India that 
could decide their World Test 
Championship fortunes.

Australia will play their first 
match of the series against the 
West Indies on December 4 

at the Perth Stadium, while 
the second and final match of 
the two-match series will take 
place on 8–12 December at the 
Adelaide Oval.

Australia currently claims 
second place on the ICC 
World Test Championship 
standings, and the West In-
dies series is the first of three 
that will ultimately determine 
their fate.

Australia’s XI to play West 
Indies: David Warner, Usman 
Khawaja, Marnus Labuscha-
gne, Steve Smith, Travis Head, 
Cameron Green, Alex Carey, 
Pat Cummins (c), Mitchell 
Starc, Josh Hazlewood, and 
Nathan Lyon.

Pat Cummins with his WI counterpart.

India Hockey Team

Sydney Thunder sign Pakistan leg-spinner 
Usman Qadir to strengthen spin attack

Big Bash League franchise 
The Syndey Thunders have 
roped in Pakistani legspin-
ner Usman Qadir to im-
prove their bowling attack.

He’ll primarily fill in for 
Tanveer Sangha, who has 
yet to play this season due to 
a stress fracture in his back. 
Qadir is Thunder’s fourth 
overseas player, joining 
Alex Hale, Rilee Rossouw, 
and Fazalhaq Farooqi on a 
team that can field three in 
the playing eleven. Farooqi, 
an Afghanistan quick bowl-
er, was a recent signing after 
David Willey, the Thunder’s 
platinum signing in the 
overseas player draught 

earlier this year, withdrew 
from his contract.

Qadir, who has played 23 
T20Is for Pakistan, has pre-
vious BBL experience with 
the Perth Scorchers and 
stated his desire to play for 
Australia three years ago be-
fore continuing his interna-

tional career with Pakistan.
His Scorchers record was 

modest, with six wickets in 
seven games and an econ-
omy rate of 8.45. He played 
as a reserve for Pakistan in 
the recent T20 World Cup 
in Australia.

“Usman joins us with 

plenty of experience, hav-
ing represented Pakistan, 
and playing in T20 leagues 
around the world. Impor-
tantly, he has firsthand 
knowledge of Australian 
conditions, he played for 
Western Australia and 
South Australia’s Futures 
League, so he knows what 
to expect,” said Andrew Gil-
christ, the head of the Syd-
ney Thunder, as quoted by 
ESPNcricinfo.

The Sydney Thunder kick 
off their BBL campaign 
against the Melbourne 
Stars on the tournament’s 
first day in Canberra.

Qadir’s father, Abdul, who 
died in 2019, was recently 
inducted into the ICC Hall 
of Fame.

ENTIRE JUVENTUS BOARD AND 
PRESIDENT ANDREA AGNELLI RESIGN
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CLASSIC FINISH

Casemiro’s solitary goal 
helps Brazil beat Swiss

A goal seven minutes from the 
end helped Brazil register a 
1-0 win over Switzerland and 
qualify for the knockout stage 
of the FIFA World Cup. On 
Monday evening at Stadium 
974 in Qatar, Casemiro scored 
the only goal of the match.

The five-time champions 
join defending champions 
France into the knockout 
stage after registering their 
second successive win in 
Group G encounter.

Casemiro’s first World Cup 
goal took Brazilians points 
tally to six points, while Swit-
zerland remained on three 
points while Cameroon and 
Serbia, which played out a 
thrilling six-goal thrilling 
draw, have a point each head-
ing into the final round of 
group league matches.’

After securing a 2-0 win 
against Serbia in its opening 
match, Brazil, with the win 
against Switzerland, stands at 
six points from two matches 
and qualifies for the knock-
out with a game to spare. 
Brazil will play its final group 
match against Cameroon on 
December 3.

On Monday, Brazil did not 
set the stadium on fire in the 
opening half without their 
injured talisman Neymar but 
created a few ripples in the ri-
val half with Vinicius Junior 
and Raphinha, coming close 
to scoring in the opening half.

Brazil coach Tite replaced 

the injured Neymar and Dani-
lo with Manchester United’s 
Fred and Eder Militao while 
Swiss counterpart Murat 
Yakin brought young Fabian 
Rieder for not fully fit Xher-
dan Shaqiri.

Brazil lost too many balls 
against a firm Swiss defence 
which was also not caught in 
the dark when the floodlights 
briefly went out just before 
half-time.

The Swiss finally threatened 
shortly after the break when 
Silvan Widmer raced down 
the right set up by Granit 
Xhaka but the Brazil defence 
hacked his sharp Ruben Var-
gas-bound cross away.

The introduction of Rodrygo 
made Brazil more dangerous 
with Richarlison, the two-goal 
hero against Serbia on Thurs-
day, failing to reach in time to 

meet Vinicius Junior’s cross 11 
minutes into the second ses-
sion.

And there was more frus-
tration for The Selecao, when 
thought they had their first 
goal when Vinicius Jr found 
the net in the 64th minute, 
but a VAR overturned the goal 
for offside as it came to light 
Richarlison was offside in the 
build up to move 20 minutes 
into the second half.

Brazil who had been knock-
ing at the door finally opened 
the floodgates. Vinicius Jr 
rolls a cute pass down the 
inside-left channel. Casemi-
ro, just inside the box, swiv-
els and hits a first-time shot 
ends in the top right corner. 
Yann Sommerin Swiss goal, 
feet planted, had no chance, 
with the ball whistling into 
the nets. 

 FACE COSTA RICA NEXT

Germany players cherish 2nd chance 
but admit fate not in their hands
Germany are facing a deci-
sive last group game against 
Costa Rica in an optimis-
tic mood but feel far from 
a high-flying state. “What 
makes us wear a smile is the 
second chance to get to the 
next round. But the truth is 
we have one point and a neg-
ative goal record,” Bayern 
icon Thomas Muller stated.

Bremen striker Niclas 
Fullkrug mentioned, “It’s 
not entirely in our hands. 
Spain was an important step 
and the 1-1 gives us energy, 
but after all, it was only a 
draw.”

To proceed to the knock-
out stage of the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup, the struggling 
2014 world champion need 
to beat Costa Rica and at 
the same time hope for the 

“help” of Spain against Ja-
pan.

“We didn’t get anywhere 
so far, but now have a sec-
ond chance and we are des-
perate to use it,” Fullkrug 
said after the 29-year-old 
had scored the important 

equaliser in an intense en-
counter against the Span-
iards. Muller said Germany 
are facing a different game 
and it is important to show 
an intense presence in the 
box.

The 33-year-old is ex-

pecting Germany to have a 
high rate of ball possession 
“which has to come along 
with a solid number of play-
ers in the opponent’s box to 
benefit.”

The 120-time capped 
forward is optimistic that 
things will lead to a happy 
end as the duel against 
Spain taught the German 
side an important lesson, 
reports Xinhua.

“We experienced what we 
can achieve when we throw 
in joint efforts as a group,” 
Muller added.

The German team showed 
a satisfying reaction after its 
disappointing 2-1 defeat in 
their tournament opener 
against Japan as it is a good 
sign from Mullers’ perspec-
tive to keep heads up and 
implement the match plan 
set up by coach Hansi Flick. 

A brace from Bruno 
Fernandes helped 
Portugal to a 2-0 

win over Uruguay and a 
place in the knockout stage 
of the FIFA World Cup.

On Monday, in the last 
match of the day at Lusail 
Stadium in Qatar, Portu-
gal’s second successive win 
took them to six points and 
to the top of the Group H 
standings leaving Uruguay, 
Ghana and South Korea to 
fight for the second qualifi-
cation spot from the group. 
Portugal joins Brazil and 
France, the other two teams 
which have made it to the 
knockout stage so far.

Former winners and 
hosts of the first edition 
of the football showpiece 
event Uruguay, which drew 
with South Korea in their 
first match, now have just 
a point from two matches 
and play their last match 
against Ghana. The Afri-
can side earlier on Monday 
defeated South Korea 3-2 in 
a five-goal thriller and are 
with three points.

After a barren first half, 
Portugal scored nine min-
utes into the second half 
through Bruno and the 
Manchester United striker 
added a second one in stop-
page time of the second half.

The first goal was ini-
tially credited to his former 
Manchester United team-

mate Cristiano Ronaldo but 
thereafter credited to Bruno.

In a breakthrough move, 
Bruno cross eluded Uru-

guay keeper Sergio Rochet 
and before that as the ball 
was travelling towards the 
net, Ronaldo tried to pro-
duce a glancing header but 
did not make contact with 
the ball ending up in the net 
and was rightly credited to 
Bruno. Uruguay down by a 
goal pressed the panic but-
tons and shifted gears dur-
ing which period they came 
close to scoring a few times 
with one of their efforts hit-
ting the metal work. Due 
credit to the Uruguay substi-
tute, who changed the pace 
of the match.  And it was a 
stunning introduction from 
Maxi Gomez. After getting a 
pass on the edge of the box, 
his first time curled past a 
flinging Diogo Costa under 
the Portugal bar only to find 
the ball bounce off the right 
upright and away. That was 
the closest Uruguay came 
close to equaliSing.

Portugal celebrated the 
goal with a second one 
through a controversial 
injury-time penalty which 
was awarded after VAR re-
view.

With Ronaldo substituted, 
Bruno stepped up to take 
the spot kick and he makes 
a little skip in the air and 
just waits for Sergio Rochet 
to fall to the left and just 
strokes it to the right. A re-
ally comfortable hit into the 
back of the net, 2-0. 

DEFEAT URUGUAY 2-0
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BRUNO’S BRACE TAKES RONALDO’S 
PORTUGAL INTO  ROUND OF 16

ORANJE ARMY MARCHES ON

UNDEFEATED NETHERLANDS 
DEFEAT HOSTS QATAR 2-0
Strikes from Cody Gakpo 
and Frenkie de Jong sent the 
Netherlands to the round 
of 16 and to the top of their 
Group A table after a 2-0 
win over hosts Qatar at the 
ongoing FIFA World Cup 
in the Al Bayt Stadium on 
Tuesday.

The hosts Qatar registered 
their third straight loss, 
thereby bowing o Dutch 
finished the group at the top 
with seven points after two 
wins and a draw.ut of the 
tournament without logging 
a single point.

Going into the match as the 
favourites, the Netherlands 
got off to a great start as they 
made inroads into the Qatar 
defence.

In the fourth minute of 
the match, Memphis De-
pay took a brilliant aim at 
the goal but his shot was 
blocked by Meshaal Barsh-
am. Louis Van Gaal’s men 
made their attacking inten-

tions clear with their early 
attempts at goal.

The Dutch continued to 
enjoy possession but the 
hosts, already eliminated 
from the tournament, could 
not get their feet on the ball.

However, despite the 
Dutch forays into the Qatar 
box, the first 20 minutes of 
the match at Al Bayt Sta-
dium remained goalless. 
Star forward Cody Gakpo 
fired the Dutch into the 
lead after rifling a pass from 
Davy Klaassen into the bot-
tom right corner. In the 26th 
minute, the scoreline read 
1-0 in favour of LVG’s men.

The flying Dutchman be-
came the first Netherlands 
player to score in each of his 
first 3 matches at the show-
piece football event.

Marten de Roon also took 
a shot at the Qatar post but 
his volley went over the bar 
in the 41st minute.

At half-time, the scoreline 
read 1-0 in favour of the 
Netherlands. 

Uruguay had no answers to Bruno Fernandez’s brilliance on the field.

Casemiro’s late goal helped Brazil breach the Swiss resistence.

BRAZIL ENTERS LAST 16

‘THE BEST TEAM EVER’: FORMER BRAZILIAN STARS WATCH SELECAO IN ACTION!
A photo of former Brazilian 
legends Ronaldo, Roberto Car-
los, Kaka and Cafu turned the 
social media nostalgic. If you 
have been an avid follower of 
football since the late 1990s or 
early 2000s, chances are you 
followed the legendary Brazil-
ian team that had players like 
Ronaldo and Roberto Carlos. 
The team set the World Cup on 
fire in 2002 when it was held 
in South Korea and Japan, the 
last time the Selecao lifted the 
coveted trophy for a record 
fifth time.

The legendary players from 
the golden era of Brazilian 
football were in attendance as 
the Selecao won their second 

group match against Switzer-
land Monday. Former Brazil-
ian greats Ronaldo, Roberto 
Carlos, Cafu and Kaka were in 
attendance at Stadium 974 as 
the Selecao defeated the Swiss 
by a solitary goal from Case-
miro.

The photo of the former foot-
ballers sent social media into 
nostalgia mode as netizens re-
called the golden days of Brazil-
ian football. Former AC Milan 
and Real Madrid forward Kaka 
posted the photo on Instagram 
and it has amassed more than 
1.1 million likes.

“Watched this team play live. 
Absurd,” commented a user 
in Portuguese. “The best team 
ever,” said another. “I miss 
these geniuses,” expressed an-
other netizen.

In between, former footballer 
Ronaldinho surprised his fans 
by making his debut India’s 
own microblogging platform. 
The legendary player became 
the latest popular personality 
from the sports fraternity to 
join the social bandwagon.

The popular sportstar finally 
marked his presence on Koo 
as he opened his official Koo 
handle. His verified Koo ac-
count goes his the name of “@
ronaldinho” with his profile 
picture.

Ronaldinho’s first post on 
Koo features “thumbs up” 
emojis, “I also participated, this 
is Ronaldinho.”

Former AC Milan legend 
Cafu was the captain of the 
2002 World Cup-winning Bra-
zil squad while Ronaldo won 

the golden boot for scoring 
eight goals in the tournament, 
including a brace in the final 
against Germany. Left-back 
Roberto Carlos scored one 
goal while Kaka made only one 
brief appearance at the tourna-
ment.

Brazil will take on Cameroon 
in their final group match at 
the Lusail Stadium. They had 
defeated Serbia in their open-
ing game with two goals from 
Tottenham Hotspur striker 
Richarlison. 

They were without their 
talismanic forward Neymar, 
who sustained an ankle injury 
in their tournament opener on 
November 24. The PSG star 
will miss the third match as 
well and is expected to be fit 
for the knockout stages.
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From left to right: Kaka, Cafu, Roberto Carlos and Ronaldo were present at Stadium 974 - Ras Abu Aboud to support the 
present Brazilians stars who were in action without their star playmaker Neymar.
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Niclas Fullkrug celebrates his goal for Germany against Spain.

Frenkie de Jong scored the second goal of the match.
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