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Congress gets space, 
Sukhu takes oath as CM 
of Himachal Pradesh

India cannot miss 4th industrial revolution: Modi

CBi grills kCr’s daughter 
kavitha for over 7 hours 

PM’s vision has uplifted India’s status 
worldwide: MP Kartikeya Sharma 

6 killed as Afghan 
forces open fire in 
Pakistan’s Balochistan

Woman jumps off moving Car With 
BaBy to esCape molestation, Child dies

sikh Woman 
killed at 
her home in 
Canada

Minor dies after iron 
piece falls on his head

Senior Congress leader and 4-time MLA 
Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu, a Gandhi family 
loyalist, took oath as the 15th Chief Minister 
of Himachal Pradesh at a ceremony on Sun-
day. Senior party leaders including Rahul 
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra were 
present at the swearing-in ceremony. 

Mukesh Agnihotri, former leader of the op-
position, also took oath as the Deputy Chief 
Minister of Himachal Pradesh. 

Governor RV Arlekar administered the 
oath of office to them at a formal function 
being organized at Ridge Maidan in Shimla.

Himachal Pradesh Governor Rajendra 
Vishwanath Arlekar administered the oath 
of office and secrecy to 58-year-old Sukhu in 
an open-air ceremony at the historic Ridge 
ground. Mukesh Agnihotri, who was the 
Leader of the Opposition in the outgoing 
Assembly, took oath as the Deputy Chief 
Minister. 

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Ba-

ghel and Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot also attended the ceremony. For-
mer Union Minister Anand Sharma, for-
mer Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda, Himachal Pradesh Congress 
in-charge Rajeev Shukla, State Congress 
President Pratibha Singh and senior leader 
Sachin Pilot were also present at the swear-
ing-in ceremony.

India cannot afford to miss 
the fourth industrial revo-
lution, Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi on Sunday said, 
while stressing that such “re-
peated opportunities” would 
not come again. 

Addressing a gathering 
after launching develop-

mental projects in Maha-
rashtra, PM Modi said India 
had already missed out on 
making the most out of the 
industrial revolutions in the 
past. “When the first indus-

trial revolution came, India 
could not take benefit from 
it. We lagged behind in the 
second and third industrial 
revolution, but today when 
it’s time for the fourth indus-

trial revolution, India cannot 
miss it. A long-term vision is 
pivotal for stable growth and 
development. India cannot 
miss the fourth industrial 

Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) officers on 
Sunday walked out of 
Telangana Chief Minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao’s 
daughter, K Kavitha’s resi-
dence in Banjara Hills after 
questioning the latter in 
connection with the Delhi 
liquor policy case. The CBI 
officers questioned the CM’s 
daughter for over seven 
hours, According to sources.  

The CBI team reached 
Kavitha’s residence for 

recording her statements 
under section 160 CRPC in 
connection with the Delhi 
Excise Policy scam case in 
morning. 

Security was heightened 
near the residence of Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi MLC 
K Kavitha hours ahead of 
her questioning by the CBI. 
The police had set up bar-
ricades near her residence 
and no one is allowed to 
move nearby her house. 

According to the TRS 
sources, party workers have 
been instructed by TRS top 
leadership not to unneces-

sarily gather at the residence. 
“We will fully cooperate with 
the agency,” the sources had 
said.

Earlier, CBI wrote to her 
stating that it would visit 
her residence at 11 am on 
December 11 and record 
her statement in connection 
with the case. Kavitha had 
earlier written to the probe 
agency seeking deferment 
of summons, slated on 6 De-
cember, to anytime between 
December 11 and 15 (except 
13) because of her preoccu-
pied schedule. 

A Sikh woman was killed at 
her home in Canada’s Surrey 
and her husband was arrest-
ed at the scene of the incident, 
CBC News reported, citing 
homicide investigators, add-
ing that he was released later. 

The Homicide investiga-
tors identified the victim as 
40-year-old Harpreet Kaur 
and her husband, arrested 
earlier, is also aged 40. 

A minor boy died after a 
heavy piece of iron from a 
construction site fell over 
his head, police informed on 
Sunday. The incident took 

place on Sunday morning, 
under the overbridge near 
Thokar No. 18 on Pusta 
Road. The iron piece was 
being dislodged during the 
ongoing work on the Delhi-
Dehradun flyover when it 

2 students die, 
several  
injured in 
raigad Bus  
aCCident
Raigad: at least two 
students died and several 
others were injured after a 
bus carrying 48 students 
overturned in the Raigad 
district of Maharashtra on 
Sunday evening, said po-
lice. The incident occurred 
in the Khopoli police 
station area. according 
to the Raigad Police, the 
students were returning 
to Chembur after a picnic. 
Suddenly the driver lost 
control of the bus and 
overturned. The condition 
of some of them was re-
ported to be critical. “The 
students were returning 
from a picnic when the 
bus overturned. a case 
is being registered,” said 
gauri More Patil, senior 
police inspector, Pune 
Express Highway.

tWitter doWn  
in india 
NEw dElHi: Microblog-
ging site Twitter left ne-
tizens from india in a stir 
as it temporarily stopped 
loading pages for many 
users. according to the 
outage monitoring web-
site, downdetector, the 
number of Twitter outages 
reached up to 2,814 at 
7:23 PM today, in india. as 
many as 65 per cent of us-
ers had problems with the 
mobile app while 33 per 
cent had issues with the 
desktop website, with the 
remaining 2 per cent com-
plaining about uploading, 
as per downdetector. after 
connectivity was restored, 
many users swarmed the 
microblogging platform 
to share their thoughts on 
the outage.
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Hand in hand

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde during the inauguration of Maharashtra 

Samruddhi Mahamarg  in Nagpur on Sunday.  ANi

Stepping up the attack 
on the opposition 
parties that “resort to 

politics of shortcut”, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday said that leaders of 
such political outfits are the 
“biggest enemies of every 
taxpayer”. 

The Prime Minister ac-
cused such political parties 
and leaders of merely aim-
ing to gain power with “false 
promises”. PM Modi’s re-
marks came while address-
ing after inaugurating vari-
ous developmental projects 
which also included infra-
structural projects. 

“I want to caution people 
of the country about the 

deformity coming into the 
country’s politics. This de-
formity is of the politics 
of shortcut, spending the 
country’s money for political 
selfishness, and spending 
the tax-payers money. The 
political parties and leaders 
who resort to shortcuts are 
the biggest enemies of every 
taxpayer. They only aim to 
gain power and form gov-

ernments with false prom-
ises,” he said. 

The Prime Minister took 
a step further and accused 
those parties of wanting 
to “destroy the country’s 
economy for their personal 
gains” in the Amrit Kaal 
when the country is moving 
towards achieving its goals. 

“They can never form the 
country. Today, when the 

country is working on the 
target for the next 25 years, 
some political parties want 
to destroy the country’s 
economy for their personal 
gains,” he said. 

The Prime Minister has, in 
the past made repeated men-
tions of the freebie politics in 
the country and has termed 
it “dangerous” for the devel-
opment of the country.

parties resort to shortCut 
are enemies of taxpayers: pm

plain speak 

 PM says spending country’s money for political goals  is a selfish act and not acceptable 
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At least six people were 
killed and 17 others were 
injured after Afghan bor-
der forces opened fire at a 
civilian area in Pakistan’s 
Balochistan, according to 
the statement issued by the 
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR).

Pakistan’s military media 
wing said that Afghan bor-
der forces used artillery and 
mortar in the attack. The 
ISPR said that Pakistan’s 
troops at the border gave a 
befitting albeit measured re-
sponse against the uncalled-
for aggression, but avoided 
targeting innocent civilians 
in the area. 

Pakistan border forces also 
approached Afghan authori-
ties in Kabul to highlight the 
severity of the situation and 
demanded strict action to 

avoid any such recurrence 
of the incident in the future, 
according to the ISPR. 

Balochistan’s Chaman Dis-
trict Police Officer (DPO) 
Abdullah Ali Kasi said 
that the firing began after a 
mortar shell was fired into 
Pakistani territory. He also 
said that the injured were 
shifted to the district hos-
pital except four, who were 
deemed “critically” injured 
and transferred to Quetta, 
according to Dawn. 

An emergency was im-
posed in Quetta Civil Hos-
pital on the directions of 
Health Secretary Saleh Mu-
hammad Nasir. 

Balochistan Chief Minis-
ter Abdul Quddus Bizenjo 
expressed concern over the 
incident. “I hope the federal 
government will ensure an 
immediate and effective so-
lution to this problem at the 

A  w o m a n  w i t h  h e r 
10-month-old child jumped 
out of a moving car to alleg-
edly escape a molestation 
attempt by the driver on the 

Mumbai-Ahmedabad na-
tional highway in Virar here 
on Saturday, said the police 

The child died on the spot 
while the woman was badly 
injured. The woman was ad-
mitted to the hospital where 
she is undergoing treatment, 

added the police. 
The accused had been iden-

tified as Vijay Kushwaha. 
Mandvi police station had 
booked the driver for culpa-
ble homicide not amounting 
to murder and molestation, 

Addressing a mammoth 
gathering of ‘Parshuram 
Mahakumbh’ here on Sun-
day Member of Parliament 
Kartikeya Sharma said that 
India is progressing by leaps 
and bounds because of the 
visionary leadership of the 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. 

He also added that in Hary-
ana too, the state has got an-
other visionary leader in the 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar who has given the 
state a futuristic direction 
with the buzzword of ‘Ek 
Haryana, Ek Haryanvi’. 

‘Parshuram Mahakumbh’ 
is a congregation of Brah-
mins and other 36 fraterni-
ties in the state of Haryana. 

pm Congratulates sukhu
NEw dElHi: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sunday congratulated Sukhwind-
er Singh Sukhu after he took oath as the 
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister today.

PM Modi assured CM Sukhu of all pos-
sible cooperation from the central govern-
ment for the development of the state. 
“Congratulations to Shri Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu Ji on taking oath as Him-
achal Pradesh CM. i assure all possible 
cooperation from the Centre to further the 
development of Himachal Pradesh,” PM 
Modi said in the tweet.

Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma at the ‘Parshuram Mahakumbh’ on Sunday.
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ON THE RADAR

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

RAJE’S 
CALCULATIONS 
With BJP lost in Sar-
darshahar assembly 
by-election in Rajasthan, 
a slogan has been creat-
ing a buzz in BJP and 
has become popular  in 
Rajasthan “Kaho dil se, 
Vasundhara phir se”. 
While Raje has been 
involved in a tussle for 
power with state BJP 
president Satish Poonia, 
the buzz is that the BJP 
high command wants to 
persuade Raje not  to 
contest the assembly 
elections next year. How-
ever, the party is ready 
to allow her to stand for 
the Lok Sabha elections. 
While Former chief min-
ister Raje is bracing for 
a fight to project herself 
as a CM face for the BJP, 
the party is clearly not in 
favour of this. 

GEARING UP FOR 
KARNATAKA 
Karnataka assembly 
elections is expected to 
witness  high-voltage 
rallies as the BJP is all 
geared up with planning 
to get Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adity-
anath to address crowds 
in Mangaluru and the 
Vokkaliga-dominated 
Old Mysuru.The reasons 
being that Yogi belongs 
to the Nath Pantha tra-
dition that is followed by 
Adichunchanagiri Mutt, 
an influential Vokkaliga 
mutt. The Adichun-
chanagiri Mutt is said to 
have connections with 
the Gorakhnath Mutt in 
Gorakhpur. Adityanath 
is the head priest at the 
Gorakhnath temple. 
Both mutts follow the 
Nath Pantha, a sub-
tradition of Shaivism.  
On the other hand the 
Congress is aiming at 
AICC General Secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
Rahul Gandhi and Sonia 
Gandhi and AICC Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge 
to lead the rallies. .

BAGFUL OF 
PROMISES 
After Congress 
pulled Himachal 
Pradesh from the BJP, 
Congress now has hit 
the ground for Karna-
taka assembly election, 
with a grand road show 
and also an announce-
ment made by Congress 
president Mallikarjun 
Kharge who  through 
the same declaration 
had made 10 promises 
for the development of 
Kalyan Karnataka region 
and has encouraged 
the party leaders to set 
aside their  differences 
and to make sincere 
efforts  to bring the 
party to power in the 
state. Kharge promised 
to fully implement all 
constitutional provisions 
of Article 37-J, providing 
quota in public employ-
ment through the local 
cadre and reservation in 
education and vocational 
training institutions for 
those who belong to the 
Hyderabad-Karnataka 
region by birth or do-
micile. Various  other 
promises made are per-
taining to the allocation 
of Rs 5,000 crore every 
year for infrastructure 
development. 

HAPPY NOTE 

D escribing the sig-
nificant role of the 
temples in Indian 

society, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar on 
Sunday said the “wheel of 
history is turning” in a ris-
ing India, in which rich heri-
tage and culture of the coun-
try will not be neglected. 
He made these remarks 
while delivering an address 
on the role of temples in In-
dian society during his visit 
to Varanasi. 

“We must realize today, 
that the wheel of history is 
turning. It is coming back. 
There is a rise of India. That 
era, there was a neglect of 
the temple, an era when 
things were averse to us that 
era is behind us,” he stated. 

Jaishankar said that tem-
ples are not just places for 

faith and worship but are 
social community centers. 
“They are places for gather-
ing and centers for knowl-
edge. They are promotors of 
art and craft.” 

He explained that most of 
the temples are keepers of 
Indian heritage. “They are 
our way of life. We will not 

be who we are without the 
temples.” 

On the importance of the 
temples in the contempo-
rary world, he said, “we 
have to worry about glo-
balization. ...People are un-
derstanding that there are 
different societies, different 
people, and different faiths. 

Each faith has to have its 
place in the world.”

Highlighting the need to 
spread the Indian culture, 
Jaishankar said, to deal with 
the competitive advance-
ment of other beliefs, India 
will have to promote, pres-
ent and take its culture to 
the rest of the world. 

“It is not enough to hold 
our own, we have to pro-
mote, we have to present 
and we have to take our cul-
ture to the rest of the world. 
So everything that you are 
doing at home, we have to 
find a way that this message 
also goes around the rest of 
the world,” he said. 

Referring to his recent ad-
dress about political and 
economic rebalancing, 
the external affairs minis-
ter said that rebalancing 
will only happen if there 
is cultural rebalancing. 

“Our faith, our beliefs, and 
our culture must get recog-
nition and its due place in 
the world. That is our com-
mitment to you,” he said. 

Stating that the civiliza-
tion of the country is gone 
beyond India, Jaishankar 
said Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s govern-
ment has worked in the 
direction of restoring In-
dian temples in Cambo-
dia and other countries. 
“Today, when we are re-
building, restoring and re-
energizing Indian civiliza-
tion, our task is not only in 
India but all over the world,” 
he said. 

He also informed that after 
the Modi government came, 
the Indian Foreign Ministry, 
created a separate division 
to look after the restoration, 
renovation and support, of 
our cultural heritage. 

WHEEL OF HISTORY IS TURNING, THERE 
IS RISE OF INDIA: JAISHANKAR
TDG NETWORK
VARANASI

CLAIMS

42 of 100 youth in 
India are unemployed: 
Rahul Gandhi

Attacking the Centre, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
on Sunday said 42 percent 
of youth in the country is 
unemployed. 

Taking to Twitter, the 
Congress leader said, 
“These unemployment 
figures clearly show the 
plight of the youth of India. 
42 out of 100 youth are un-
employed -- surpassing a 
45-year record. Prime Min-
ister, today the youth of the 
country have tears in their 
eyes and blisters on their 
feet, but they will not stop 
till they get their right to 
employment and integrate 
India.” 

Meanwhile, Rahul, along 
with party leaders and 
workers resumed ‘Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’ from Bundi, 
Rajasthan on Sunday. 

The foot march covered 
Jhalawar and Kota districts 
before reaching Bundi and 
will proceed, thereafter to 
Sawai Madhopur, Dausa 
and Alwar districts. Rajas-
than is the only Congress-
ruled state the Yatra has 
entered so far and it will 
cover about 500 km over 
17 days before reaching 
Haryana on December 21. 
People were seen join-
ing the march in large 
numbers, holding ban-
ners  and party  f lags . 
Earlier on Saturday, Rajas-
than Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot joined Congress’ 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, along 
with Rahul and others. 
The Yatra, which began on 
September 7 from Kanya-
kumari, will cover a dis-
tance of 3,570 kms before 
culminating in Kashmir 
next year.

‘AT LOWEST LEVEL’

No top terrorist commanders 
left in J-K: DGP 
TDG NETWORK
JAMMU

Jammu and Kashmir Direc-
tor General of Police Dilbag 
Singh has said that there are 
no “top commanders” of ter-
rorists in the region while 
stating that 44 of them have 
been neutralized this year.  
The official said that terror-
ism has reached its “lowest 
level” owing to the support 
of the locals including the 
youth. Speaking to the re-
porters here, the DGP said, 
“There is no top command-
ers left. We have neutralised 
44 top commanders this year 
and now we have to look for 
the top commanders.” 

Asked about the growing 
threat of terrorism in the 
Jammu region, Singh said, 
“militants have been wiped 
from every district of Jammu 
except one, and the remain-
ing too will be finished.” 

“In Jammu, all the districts 
are free from militancy except 

one where three-four mili-
tants are left. Action is being 
taken there also. There is no 
day when no module comes 
to the fore and we don’t foil 
them,” he said. 

The DGP said that the local 
police along with the security 
forces are foiling the conspir-
acy by Pakistan to spoil the 
atmosphere.  The J-K DGP 
said that work is being done 
to wipe out the eco-system 
that supports terrorism in 
Kashmir and also stated that 
those who are taking up the 
guns are being neutralized at 
the soonest.  “We are being 
more proactive than what is 
needed. The police along with 
security forces are foiling the 
conspiracy by Pakistan to 
spoil the atmosphere here. 
Those who think of joining 
the militancy ranks, think 
several times before picking 
up the gun.The militancy has 
reached its lowest level once 
again. We do counselling of 

the youth and tell them that 
the Pakistan agencies caused 
a lot of bloodshed in the last 
30 years here. There is a need 
to work against it today,” he 
said.  “We have a support of 

a large chunk of the popula-
tion, including youth which 
is why the militancy has 
come down to a big extent 
and the left part will be fin-
ished,” Singh added. 

Indian society, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar

‘J-K MOVING TOWARDS PEACE AFTER 
ARTICLE 370 ABROGATION’ 
SRINAGAR: The security situation in Jammu and Kash-
mir has improved post-abrogation of Article 370 from the 
then state in August 2019, as the number of terrorism-
related incidents and terrorists has significantly reduced, 
according to a report. The report stated that the terror 
incidents in J-K were 417 in 2018 which came down to 
229 in 2021, while the number of terrorists operating in 
Kashmir has been reduced to below 100. “Scrapping of 
Article 370, a temporary provision in the Constitution, has 
proven to be a major step towards restoring peace and 
normalcy in the erstwhile princely state,” the report said. 
The government’s move on 5 August 2019, helped J-K 
move towards peace after 30 long years of turmoil in the 
Himalayan region. “Terrorism-related incidents witness-
ing almost a 50 per cent decline in three years are ample 
proof of the fact that J&K’s special status had sown the 
seeds of discord and was responsible for separatism and 
sedition becoming a part of J-K’s culture,” the report said.

FRESH INITIATIVES
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NEW DRONE UNITS TO BOOST SURVEILLANCE 
ALONG EASTERN LADAKH, SIKKIM 

BENGALURU COUPLE PAID FINE OVER LATE 
NIGHT WALK: 2 POLICE SUSPENDED
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Amid the ongoing military 
standoff with China, India 
is further strengthening its 
surveillance capabilities 
all along the Line of Ac-
tual Control from Eastern 
Ladakh to Sikkim with the 
deployment of new drone 
units of unmanned aerial 
vehicles which can carry 
out missions for up to 48 
hours. 

“New drones with ad-
vanced surveillance capa-
bilities and longer endur-
ance are being deployed 
for keeping an eye on the 
Chinese military activities 
in Eastern Ladakh sector 
and Sikkim along with the 
areas around it,” defence 
sources told ANI. While 
one of the squadrons is de-
ployed close to the eastern 
Ladakh sector, the other 
would be closer to the 
chicken’s neck sector in the 
east, they said. 

The Indian forces have 

acquired these drones 
with satellite commu-
nication links and their 
sensors are far more ad-
vanced than their exist-
ing inventory, they said. 
The Indian forces have 
been keeping a close watch 
on the Chinese military 
activities across the LAC 
from Eastern Ladakh to 
the Arunachal Pradesh 
area and have enhanced 
their capabilities mani-
fold after the unilateral 
aggression by the Chinese 
in Eastern Ladakh start-
ing from the Galwan area 
in 2020. 

The new drones have 
not been equipped with 
strike capabilities but they 
have the option of being 
upgraded to those stan-
dards, the sources said. 
India is also working on 
the ambitious Project 
Cheetah under which the 
security forces want to up-
grade their existing fleet of 
Israeli-origin Heron with 

better communication fa-
cilities and missiles which 
can target enemy positions 
from long range. 

As per plans, the project 
was to be completed with 
Israeli weapon manufac-
turers with Indian firms 
in the main lead role. 
The IAF is the main lead 
in the project under which 
the Israeli drones in the 
Navy and the Army are 
also planned to be upgrad-
ed with strike capabilities 
and better surveillance and 
reconnaissance pods. 

With the upgrade in 
snooping capabilities, the 
forces on the ground would 
also be able to get pinpoint 
intelligence about hideouts 
in areas where men have to 
be involved in operations. 
The upgrades would also 
enable the ground stations 
to operate these aircraft 
from far-off distances and 
control them through a 
satellite communication 
system. 

Two police personnel of 
Sampigehalli Police Station 
were suspended for making a 
couple pay a fine of Rs 1,000 
over their late-night walk on 
the road in Bengaluru on Fri-
day night, the Bengaluru city 
police tweeted on Sunday.

“Two police personnel from 
Sampigehalli police station re-
sponsible for the incident have 
been identified and suspend-
ed and departmental action 
has been initiated. Will not 
tolerate deviant behaviour 
from its staff,” said a tweet by 
Bengaluru city police. Ban-
galore resident Karthik Patri 
shared his and his wife’s or-
deal on Twitter. In no time his 
tweets became viral, which 
led to action by the Bengaluru 
city police. In his tweet, Patri 
said that he and his wife were 
walking back home after at-
tending a friend’s cake-cutting 
ceremony at 12:30 am.

They were stopped by a pink 
Hoysala patrol van while they 
were a few metres away from 
the entrance gate of their soci-
ety behind the Manyata Tech 
park entrance gate, he added.

“Two men in police uni-
forms asked us to show our ID 

cards. We were taken aback. 
Why should an adult couple 
walking on the street on a nor-
mal day be asked to show their 
ID cards?” he tweeted.

“Anyway, we had nothing 
on us except our phones and 
a box of cake. Luckily, we had 
photos of our Aadhar cards. 
We promptly showed them 
to them. To our surprise, they 
took our phones away and 
started quizzing us about our 
relationship, place of work, 
parental details, etc,” he stat-
ed.

“Though a bit shaken, we 
answered their questions 
politely. At this point, one of 
them took out what looked 
like a challan book and started 
noting down our names and 
Aadhaar numbers. Sensing 
trouble, we asked why we 
were being issued a challan,” 
he further stated. “”You are 
not allowed to roam on the 
road after 11 pm,” one of them 
retorted. Struck by the absur-
dity of the reason, we persist-
ed: “Is there such a rule? We 
are unaware about it.” “Lit-
erate people like you should 
know about such rules.” he 
shot back,” Patri stated.

Patri further tweeted that al-
though not convinced, we de-

cided to back down. It was late 
in the night; our phones had 
been confiscated; there was 
no help in sight, and the least 
we wanted was a confronta-
tion with two policemen. “We 
apologised for being ignorant 
about the rule and assured 
them of not venturing out at 
night again. We thought we 
were over it, but it was as if 
the two men were waiting for 
this moment. They refused 
to let us go and demanded Rs 
3,000 as penalty. Our hearts 
sunk,” he further stated.

Patri stated that it was clear 
as day that the two men (tragic 
if they were indeed police-
men) were out to con unsus-
pecting civilians, and they 
ended up being their victims. 
“We literally begged them to 
let us go, but they wouldn’t 
budge,” he stated.

“The more we pleaded, the 
harsher they became, even 
threatening to arrest us. It was 
as if we were stuck in quick-
sand - the more we struggled, 
the deeper we sunk. This 
continued for a long time, 
until the harassment became 
unbearable,” he said.

“They showed us pictures of 
convicts and threatened us of 
dire consequences if we didn’t 

pay up. I could barely hold my 
nerve, while my wife was in 
tears. Perhaps realizing that 
they had pushed a woman 
too far and fearing the legal 
consequences, they changed 
tack,” he added. “They said 
only I would be penalized. 
The man in the driving seat 
took me aside and advised 
that I pay a minimum amount 
to avoid further trouble. By 
now I was mentally drained 
and exhausted, my wife was 
terribly distressed, and I 
didn’t want the ordeal to pro-
long even more,” he further 
added.

“I agreed to pay Rs 1,000 
and get done with it. The 
man immediately held up a 
PayTM QR code, waited for 
me to scan it and make the 
payment, and let us go with 
a stern warning: “If I and 
my wife are ever seen walk-
ing on the road at midnight, 
they would register a strong 
case...... against us and ensure 
that we keep circling around 
the court.” We couldn’t sleep 
that night or focus on work 
the next day. The whole inci-
dent has left a deep scar on our 
minds. It has shaken our faith 
in law-enforcement agencies,” 
he further said.

The Maharashtra Police on 
Sunday suspended seven con-
stables and three officers in 
connection with the incident 
in which ink was thrown at 
state cabinet minister Chan-
drakant Patil.

Ink was thrown at BJP lead-
er and Maharashtra cabinet 
minister Chandrakant Patil on 
Saturday in Pimpri Chinch-
wad city of Pune district over 
his alleged remark on Dr BR 
Ambedkar and Mahatma Jyo-
tiba Phule. A video showed 
a man suddenly coming in 
front of Patil and throwing 
ink at his face as the minister 

comes out from a building. 
Condemning the incident, 
Deputy Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis supported 
Chandrakant Patil’s state-
ment where he had said that 
Ambedkar and Phule did 
not seek government grants 
for educational institutions 
and started schools and you 
should also do the same.

“It’s a very sad incident. 
The meaning of what Chan-
drakant Patil had said should 
have been understood. It 
meant that Dr Baba Saheb 
Ambedkar or Dr Karmaveer 
Bhaurao Patil never ran in-
stitutions by seeking grants 
from the government,” 

Devendra Fadnavis said. 
While addressing media per-
sons after the ink incident on 
Saturday, Patil said, “I went to 
distribute certificates at a uni-
versity in Paithan in Devgiri 
district on completion of the 
course. They asked for more 
funds. Rs 12 crore is already 
given to them and they asked 
for more Rs 23 crore from the 
government. While sanction-
ing it, I said the government 
will surely give but you should 
try and collect funds from oth-
er sources. With due respect, 
I said that in Maharashtra, 
schools were started by Dr Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar, Mahatma 
Phule and Maharshi Karve. 

A pregnant tribal woman 
from Kadukumanna vil-
lage, in Kerala’s Palakkad 
district, was carried by her 
relatives to the hospital 
in a makeshift stretcher. 
According to the sources, 
the pregnant woman, iden-
tified as Sumanthi Murukan 

was consulting doctors at 
Kottathara Tribal Special-
ity Hospital and her deliv-
ery was scheduled for next 
week. But Sumathi went 
into labor on the interven-
ing night of Saturday-Sun-
day. Her relatives called 
for an ambulance but it 
could not reach the village 
as the road was damaged. 

S u m at h i’s  s  r e l at ive s 
took her in a temporary 
stretcher  and walked 
three and a half kilome-
ters through the forest till 
the main road. From there, 
Sumathi was taken to the 
hospital in an ambulance. 
Sumati delivered a baby boy 
right after reaching the hos-
pital. 
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IN WEST BENGAL 

Seven lakh aspirants ap-
peared for the West Ben-
gal Teacher Eligibility Test 
(TET) on Sunday in West 
Bengal.

The exam took place 
after a gap of five years, 
amid a continuing politi-
cal slugfest and protests 
over alleged irregularities 
in recruitment of primary 
school teachers in the state. 
According to an official 
statement, 11,000 centres 
were arranged across the 
state for holding the exam.

Further, according to of-
ficial sources, the exam was 
held to fill up approximate-
ly 11,000 vacant teaching 
posts in primary schools 

across the state.
The exam, conducted by 

the West Bengal Board of 
Primary Education (WBB-
PE), kicked off at 12 noon 
and ended at 2.30pm.

There was heavy secu-
rity deployment at all exam 
centres to prevent any foul 
play, sources said, add-
ing that the exam went off 
peacefully.

However, there were re-
ports that some teaching 
aspirants reached the exam 
centres after the reporting 
hour and weren't allowed 
to enter. They protested 
briefly after which they 

were allowed to take the 
exam, sources informed.

Priyanka Sarkar, an ex-
aminee, told ANI, "I cleared 
the 2017 TET but wasn't 
recruited. I hope all recruit-
ments would be made fol-
lowing protocol this year."

Another teaching aspi-
rant, Diksha Gurang from 
Siliguri told, "We fill up 
the forms and appear for 
the exam. We don't know 
what happens internally. 
However, all we can do is 
hope that the evaluation of 
test papers and the recruit-
ments would be fair this 
time."

AMID RECRUITMENT SCAM, 7 LAKH TEACHING 
ASPIRANTS SIT FOR TET

SUCCESSFULLY TRAPPED

The state forest department 
officials have successfully 
trapped a male leopard in 
an installed cage at the Deo-
lali area in Nashik, forest 
department officials said on 
Sunday.

Vivek Bhadane, Range Forest 
Officer (RFO) said, "Ten days 
ago, we received a complaint 
about a Leopard being spot-
ted in Deolali area of Nashik. 
We laid a trap on Saturday, and 
captured an adult male leop-
ard." "The leopard has been 
sent to a nursery at Gangapur 
in Nashik, and undergo a check-

up," he said.
Maharashtra's Nashik city 

forest divisional officer Vivek 
Bhadane said that the forest 
department has succeeded in 
imprisoning the leopard in a 
cage built near an army school 
in the military area.

The Forest Department said 

that there are still some leop-
ards in the military area and for 
that one cage has been installed 
in the military area and the oth-
er cage in the pumping station 
of the Cantonment Board.

"People have been advised to 
be alert for the next 8-10 days as 
there is a possibility that more 
leopards might be roaming in 
the area," he said.

"Local residents have also 
been asked not to send small 
kids outside during the night 
and early morning," they add-
ed. As per officials, the Deo-
lali camp area has now become 
home to leopards and the exis-
tence of big cats in the villages of 
Darna Kath is proven. 

Male leopard captured in Nashik, 
locals told to remain alert
TDG NETWORK
NASHIK 

LONG-TERM VISION

ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT

Speaking on the impor-
tance of investments in 
infrastructure, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi on 
Sunday gave the examples 
of Singapore and the Gulf 
nations which have become 
global economic centres by 
the virtue of their thought-
out investments in infra-
structure.

On these lines, "Politics 
of shortcuts will never help 
anybody. What is needed 
is a long-term and holis-
tic model of development 
which empowers people," 
Prime Minister Modi said in 
Nagpur while inaugurating 
11 projects on Sunday. He 
said, "No country can run 
with shortcuts. Apart from 
working with sustainable 

development and sustain-
able solutions, a long-term 
vision is very important for 
the progress of the country."

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had on Friday said 
India's G20 presidency be-
longed to the entire nation 
and called it an opportunity 

to showcase the country's 
strengths. Chairing a video 
meeting of Governors, Chief 
Ministers and Lt Governors, 
PM Modi asked states to 
utilise this opportunity to 
attract investments, PMO 
statement said.

"India's G20 presidency 

belongs to entire nation, op-
portunity to showcase coun-
try's strengths," PM Modi 
said at the video meeting on 
Friday.

On 16 November, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
met the Prime Minister 
of Singapore, Lee Hsien 
Loong, on the sidelines of 
G20 Summit in Bali. While 
meeting with Prime Min-
ister Lee on the sidelines 
of G-20 Summit in Rome 
last year, PM Modi invited 
Singapore to invest in vari-
ous sectors including green 
economy, infrastructure, 
and digitalisation and to 
take advantage of India's 
National Infrastructure 
Pipeline, Asset Monetisa-
tion Plan and the Gati Shakti 
Plan.

The Prime Minister ar-

rived in Nagpur earlier, 
where he was received 
by Union Minister Nitin 
Gadkari, Governor Bhagat 
Singh Koshyari, Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde, and 
Deputy Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis.

"The projects which have 
been inaugurated today 
show a holistic vision of in-
frastructural development. 
AIIMS is one kind of infra-
structure and Samriddhi 
Mahamarg is another kind 
of infrastructure. Vande 
Bharat and Nagpur Metro 
are two different kinds of 
the character of infrastruc-
ture," he said. The Prime 
Minister said that the infra-
structure projects inaugu-
rated today show the holis-
tic vision of infrastructural 
development.

INVESTMENT IN INFRASTRUCTURE MADE 
GULF NATIONS GLOBAL HUB: PM MODI

BRS SLOGAN IS 'AB KI BAR ABKARI 
SARKAR', SAYS BANDI SANJAY

TDG NETWORK
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde and State Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis arrives to in-
augurate various projects in Nagpur on Sunday.

Bandi Sanjay at Praja Sangrama Yatra in Telangana.

Adesh Gupta

A teaching aspirant after appearing 
for TET on Sunday. 

male leopard in an installed cage.

TOP OF THE DAY

FOREST 
DEPARTMENT 
RESCUES 
PANGOLIN IN 
CHHATTISGARH
Antagarh: Five people 
including a woman 
were arrested and 
a live pangolin was 
rescued from them 
in Chhattisgarh's 
Antagarh district, the 
forest department said 
on Sunday. Officials 
said that they received 
a tip-off about the 
smuggling of a live 
pangolin in Koyalibeda 
area of Antagarh 
district. Following the 
input, a team of forest 
department officials 
reached the spot and 
nabbed the suspects 
near Khandi river of 
Bhanupratappur. During 
searching, the forest 
department officials 
found a live pangolin and 
nabbed five people. 

'ALLOCATION OF 
COAL MINES IS 
DONE THROUGH 
OPEN AUCTION'
Hyderabad: Union 
Minister Kishan Reddy 
on Saturday stated 
that the allocation of 
coal mines is done 
through open auction.
Kishan's remarks came 
after Telangana Chief 
Minister KCR made 
accusations against the 
Central Government 
for only allocating 
the coal mines to the 
companies in Gujarat. 
Union Minister Kishan 
Reddy speaking to ANI, 
said, "KCR is making a 
false accusation that 
central government is 
allocating coal mines to 
government companies 
in Gujarat and not 
giving it to the Singareni 
Collieries in Telangana."

17-YEAR-OLD 
APPREHENDED 
FOR ALLEGEDLY 
RAPING MINOR
Mumbai: A 17-year-
old boy has been 
apprehended on Saturday 
for allegedly raping a 
girl of the same age, in 
Mumbai.According to 
the police, the accused 
and the victim lived in the 
same society and knew 
other. "The accused 
raped the girl several 
times by threatening to 
circulate her intimate 
pictures," stated the 
police.

KERALA HC 
PROPOSES 
EXTENDING TIME 
OF WORSHIP AT 
SABARIMALA
Kochi: Kerala High Court 
on Sunday proposed an 
extension of the time of 
worship for devotees at 
the Sabarimala temple 
by an hour on busy 
days.The Devaswom 
Bench of the high court 
mooted the proposal 
after convening a special 
sitting on Sunday. The 
court had asked the 
Board to consider 
extending the time of 
worship after taking suo 
motu cognisance of a 
recent rush of devotees 
at the Sabarimala temple, 
which left quite a few 
of them injured. The 
Bench of Justices Anil 
K Narendran and PG 
Ajithkumar also dircted 
the Pathanamthitta 
district collector and the 
police to control crowd at 
Sabarimala shrine.

TDG NETWORK
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Bandi Sanjay, BJP State 
President, Telangana on 
Sunday said that Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekar Rao 
will never make any mem-
ber from his party as chief 
minister and claimed it will 
be Bharatiya Janata Party 
which will form next govern-
ment in the next assembly 
elections due in 2023. 
"KCR's govt is Abkari 
Sarkar. BRS Slogan is Ab 
ki Bar Abkari Sarkar. BRS 
MLAs can never become 
CM as KCR will only make 
his son TwitterTillu (KTR) 
CM. Come along with BJP 
and let's break open Pra-
gathi Bhavan. KCR and BRS 
will be shooed away by po-

lice first, after BJP forms 
govt in TS," Sanjay tweeted. 
Earlier in October, K Chan-
drashekhar Rao launched 
the Bharat Rashtra Samiti 
(BRS), marking the first step 
towards becoming a national 
party to counter the BJP in 
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. 

Earlier, Election Commis-
sion had also approved the 
name change of Telangana 
Rashtra Samiti to "Bharat 
Rashtra Samiti".
Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao hoisted 
the BRS flag at the party 
headquarters on Friday.

MCD POLLS

Adesh Gupta, who earlier re-
signed from the post of Delhi 
BJP president, on Sunday 
said that he took the decision 
taking moral responsibility 
for the defeat in the MCD  
elections.  "The party did 
not get the expected results 
in the MCD elections. Taking 
moral responsibility for the 
defeat, I have resigned from 
the post of Delhi BJP presi-
dent," Adesh Gupta told. "I 
sent the resignation to the 
party's national president 
yesterday and it was accepted 
today," he added. 

"We have to do an analysis 
of where our shortcomings 
were. After analysing that we 
can say something," he said.

When asked whether the 
policies of the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) were responsi-
ble for BJP not getting many 

seats, Adesh Gupta said, "In 
the past eight years, the AAP 
has not been able to provide 
several facilities to people. In 
the assembly polls, they got 
54 per cent vote and now they 
got 44 per cent. This shows 
that people have lost trust in 
the AAP. The way Congress 
and AAP team up at some 
places and Congress gave 
a walkover to AAP, so this 
can be a reason. However, in 
Delhi, BJP's vote share has 
increased which is a good 
thing. So in the future, we 
will convert it into victory."

Adesh Gupta resigns as 
Delhi BJP chief, takes 
responsibility for defeat 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

IN CHHATTISGARH 

Naxals triggered an im-
provised explosive device 
(IED) blast and started 
firing at security forces in 
Chhattisgarh's Narayan 
district on Sunday morn-
ing, officials said.

However, no injury or 
casualty was reported in 
the incident which took 
place at 8 am, they said. 
Officials said that the in-
cident was reported in Or-
chha police station limits 
about 65 km away from  
district headquarters 
when a joint team of dis-
trict reserve guard (DRG) 
and Chhattisgarh Armed 
Force (CAF) were out for 
area domination towards 

village Gudari when the 
IED blast occurred.

Soon after the explosion, 
Naxals, who were hiding 
in the area started firing at 
the team.

In response to the same, 
the security forces re-
sponded to the firing, forc-
ing Naxals to flee.

The DRG and CAF teams 
carried out searches and 
recovered material used 
for IED explosion includ-
ing wires and pieces of the 
pressure cooker used in 
the blast in the area.

A reinforcement force 
has been sent to the spot 
and searching has been 
intensified in the area, 
Additional SP (Naxal 
Operations)  Pushkar  
Sharma said.

Naxals trigger IED, open 
fire at security forces,  
no one hurt
TDG NETWORK
NARAYANPUR

ANNUAL REPORT

The routes used to smuggle 
wildlife across countries 
and continents are often the 
same routes used to traffic 
weapons, drugs and people, 
the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) said in an 
annual report.

The porous international 
borders with Bangladesh, 
Nepal, Myanmar, China and 
other Southeast Asian coun-
tries and a growing aviation 
market make the fight against 
the illegal wildlife trade in-
creasingly difficult in India, 
said the report which was 
released by Union Finance 
Minister Sitharaman on 
Monday, December 5. Among 
others, the report also said the 

anonymity offered by the in-
ternet and social media and 
the emergence of dark net and 
cryptocurrency has led to an 
increase in this illegal trade. 
While the air route is used for 
trafficking wild fauna, the 
land and sea borders of the 
country are majorly used for 
the smuggling of flora.

A dark net or darknet is an 
overlay network within the 
internet that can only be ac-
cessed with specific software, 
configurations, or authorisa-
tion, and often uses a unique 
customised communication 
protocol. The report said DRI 
plays a pivotal role in tack-
ling environmental crimes 
across international borders 
and that Customs formations 
across India have also made 
some significant seizures.

‘Routes for smuggling 
wildlife often the ones 
used to traffic weapons'
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 
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PM’S DATE IN MAHARASHTRA AND GOA
PM MODI INAUGURATES 
AIIMS NAGPUR WITH 
STATE-OF-ART FACILITIES
NAGPUR : PM Narendra Modi on 
Sunday inaugurated AIIMS Nagpur 
with state-of-the-art facilities.The 
hospital, whose foundational stone was 
also laid by the PM in July 2017, has 
been established under Central sector 
scheme Pradhan Mantri Swasthya 
Suraksha Yojana, read a statement 
from PM's Office.AIIMS Nagpur, being 
developed at a cost of more than Rs 
1575 crore, is a hospital with state-
of-the-art facilities, with OPD, IPD, 
diagnostic services, Operation theatres 
and 38 departments covering speciality 
and superspeciality subjects of Medical 
Science. 

NAGPUR 
METRO PHASE I 
INAUGURATED
NAGPUR: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sunday 
inaugurated Phase I of the 
Nagpur Metro rail project 
and purchased a ticket to 
take a ride on the Metro from 
Freedom Park to Khapri. PM 
Modi also laid the foundation 
stone of Phase- II of the rail 
project, which will be developed 
at a cost of more than Rs 6700 
crore. During his journey from 
Freedom Park to Khapri, the 
Prime Minister was also seen 
interacting with students and 
travellers.

SIXTH VANDE BHARAT 
EXPRESS FROM NAGPUR TO 
BILASPUR LAUNCHED 
NAGPUR: India's sixth Vande Bharat 
Express train was flagged off by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi from Nagpur on 
Sunday. The train, which will run from 
Nagpur to Bilaspur, will be having six stops 
including Gondia, Rajnandgaon, Durg, 
Raipur and Bilaspur. The new Vande Bharat 
Express will be running at a speed of 130 
to 160 kilometers per hour. The train was 
flagged off by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at Nagpur on Sunday, 11 December. 
The new Vande Bharat will be running 
from Nagpur to Bilaspur at a maximum 
permissible speed of 130 kms/hr and will 
be covering a distance of 412 kms in just 5 
hours and 30 minutes. 

INDIA PUT FORWARD 
VISION OF ONE EARTH, ONE 
HEALTH: PM MODI
PANAJI : Describing Ayurveda as a 
means of mental and physical well-
being, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Sunday said India has put forward 
a futuristic vision of 'One Earth, One 
Health' before the world, which lays 
out a universal vision for health. Prime 
Minister Modi on Sunday attended the 
9th World Ayurveda Congress (WAC), 
organised by the Ministry of Ayush. 
The event showcased the scientificity, 
efficacy and strength of the Ayush 
system of medicines at the global level 
in Panaji, Goa. Addressing the event, 
PM Modi said,  The motto of Ayurveda 
is happiness and good health for all. 

MOPA INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT IN GOA 
INAUGURATED 
PANAJI : With the aim of boosting air 
connectivity and tourism in the coastal 
state, PM Modi inaugurated the Mopa 
International Airport in Goa on Sunday. 
The foundation stone of the airport 
was laid by the PM in November 2016. 
This will be the second airport in Goa. 
Speaking on the occasion, Union 
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia said, "For 
the first time in country, two airports 
have been established in a city. Under 
the previous government, not even a 
single airport was constructed in a 
year. Wherever there will be double 
engine government, development will 
happen."
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Congress MLA from Shim-
la Rural and son of Him-
achal Pradesh Congress 
Chief Pratibha Virbhadra 
S i n g h ,  Vi k r a m a d it y a 
Singh met his support-
ers in Shimla on Sunday, 
ahead of the oath-taking 
ceremony of Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu. 

While talking to the me-
dia on the occasion, Vi-
kramaditya Singh said, 
“People of Himachal have 
reposed their faith in us, 
we need to fulfil our prom-
ises and work together”. 
He congratulated Sukh-
winder Singh Sukhu for 
being nominated as the 
CM Candidate, and said, 
“We respect the decision of 
the top brass of the party”. 

He further said, “It is our 
responsibility to work col-
lectively as a team, as the 
people of the state have 
bestowed upon us a huge 
mandate”. “We have spo-
ken for different segments 
of society, we have to de-
liver on those promises 
in a time-frame manner”, 
he further said inform-
ing about the discussions 
between CM designate 

Sukhwinder Sukhu and 
Pratibha Singh, ahead of 
the oath-taking. 

Addressing the issue of 
the alleged rift within the 
party, he said, “100 pc we 
will provide a stable gov-
ernment. The people have 
reposed faith in us and it 
is our moral responsibility 
to respect the mandate and 
work for the people”. 

“Congress party was to-

gether, is together and will 
be together”, he further as-
sured.

While speaking about 
the statement of CM desig-
nate Sukhu where he con-
firmed that Vikramaditya 
Singh will be given a Cabi-
net berth, he said, “We had 
no formal discussion over 
it, although he has said 
that in his statement. I’ll 
comment on it, once it gets 

confirmed”. 
HP Congress Chief Prat-

ibha Virbhadra Singh on 
being asked if her son will 
be a minister in the state 
cabinet, said, “Almost”. 

On the question of the 
collective responsibil-
ity of carrying forward 
the legacy of Virbhandra 
Singh and his model of 
governance, Vikramaditya 
Singh said, “His legacy is a 

roadmap for our party, and 
it will be implemented. 
The upcoming Congress 
government will function 
on the Virbahdra Singh 
Development model”. 

“ E v e n  C M  S u k h u 
has  ref lected  on  this 
f a c t  a n d  I  w e l c o m e 
i t , ”  h e  s a i d  f u r t h e r. 
No t a b l y,  S u k hv i n d e r 
Singh Sukhu on Saturday 
said that the party has 

been carrying forward for-
mer CM Virbhadra Singh’s 
legacy.

“We are all carrying for-
ward his (former Himach-
al Pradesh CM Virbhadra 
Singh) legacy. The Con-
gress party is moving for-
ward by ensuring harmo-
ny among all the people. 
We are all representing 
the Congress party,” said 
Sukhu.  

Himachal Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Mukesh Ag-
nihotri on Sunday said that 
with the win in assembly 
elections in the hill state, the 
Congres has stopped BJP’s 
‘rath’. “We will deliver on our 
promises to the public in the 
first Cabinet meeting. The 
Old Pension Scheme will 
be restored...Earlier people 
said Congress will not come 
to power in any state, but to-
day we have stopped BJP’s 
‘rath’,” said Agnihotri. 

On her arrival in Himachal 
Pradesh for Chief Minis-
ter designate Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu’s oath-taking 
ceremony, Congress Gener-
al Secretary Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra on Sunday said 
that the party is very happy. 

“We are very happy,” Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra told 
reporters as several Con-
gress leaders including 
Rahul Gandhi arrived in 
Shimla for the oath-taking 
ceremony. While Rajast-

han Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot said, “This is a new 
beginning for Congress as 
well as the people of Him-
achal Pradesh. Rahul Gan-
dhi’s yatra against inflation 
and unemployment will 
become stronger from Him-
achal.” 

Congress leader Sachin 
Pilot said, “I believe that 
Sukhu will be able to deliver 
all the promises given by 
Cong. The people of Him-
achal Pradesh always sup-
ported Congress. We all will 
work together for the devel-
opment of the state.”

Congress leader Sukh-
winder Singh Sukhu, who 
became the 15th Chief Min-
ister of Himachal Pradesh 
Sukhu is known as an affa-
ble and approachable leader 
who has a vast network in 
the hill state due to his long 
years in the organisation. He 
also holds a broad organisa-
tional experience in the state 
owing to his connection with 
the grand old party for many 
years. 

He was the party’s state 
unit president from 2013 
to 2019 and spoke his mind 
even if it was not to the liking 

of the party’s tallest leader 
Virbhadra Singh, a six-time 
Chief Minister. 

Sukhu has been in favour 
of promoting and grooming 
younger Congress leaders in 
Himachal Pradesh. 

With Congress chief min-
isters over the past four de-
cades coming from Rampur 
Bushahr, Congress central 
leadership was apparently 
keen to expand its choice.

Sukhu will be the first Con-
gress leader from “lower Hi-
machal” to come to the top 
post. 

Sukhu belongs to a middle-
class family. He was active 
in politics from his student 
days and fought elections as 

an NSUI candidate. He was 
president of NSUI and the 
Indian Youth Congress in 
the state. He fought and won 
elections for Shimla Munici-
pal Corporation. Sukhu won 
the assembly election for 
the first time in 2003 from 
Nadaun. 

Sukhu was chairman of 
the Congress Campaign 
Committee for the assembly 
elections in which the party 
focused on local issues and 
made lucrative promises in-
cluding an old age pension 
scheme. 

He will be the second chief 
minister from Hamirpur 
district after BJP’s Prem Ku-
mar Dhumal. 
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Pratibha Singh’S Son Vikramaditya meetS SuPPorterS, SayS will work with Cm Sukhu

we haVe 
StoPPed bJP’S 
‘rath’: dy Cm

‘We are very happy,’ 
says Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra

Sukhwinder Sukhu’s rise from 
grassroots to gaddi

Amid the news of rift in the party, Congress remains upbeat putting a brave face

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Sunday 
attended the oath-taking 
ceremony of Chief Minis-
ter-designate Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu. 

Sukhu earlier received 
the Congress president and 
Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot at Sanjauli 
helipad. Kharge, on the oc-
casion, said that the party’s 
victory in the state Assem-
bly polls is an example of 
what happens when the 
party fights unitedly. 

“This is a victory that be-
longs to the people of Hi-
machal Pradesh. This is an 
example of what emerges 

when the Congress party 
fights unitedly,” he told 
news agency. 

Ashok Gehlot said that the 
victory of the party in the 
state was a new beginning 
for Congress and the people 
of the state. “This is a new 
beginning for Congress as 
well as the people of Him-
achal Pradesh. Rahul Gan-
dhi’s yatra against inflation, 
and unemployment, will 
become stronger from Him-
achal,” he said. 

Sachin Pilot, who also ar-
rived here, confided that 
Sukhu will be able to deliver 
the promises made during 
the campaign. “I believe 
that Sukhu will be able to 
deliver all the promises giv-
en by Cong. The people of 

Himachal Pradesh always 
supported Congress. We all 
will work together for the 
development of the state,” 
he said. 

Himachal Pradesh CM 
designate Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu met State 
Congress Chief Pratibha 
Virbhadra Singh at her resi-
dence. 

Following the meeting, 
Pratibha said that it is her 
“prime duty” to take part in 
the oath-taking ceremony 
which will take place today 
afternoon.

“Why won’t I attend his 
oath-taking ceremony? Of 
course, I will go. It is my 
prime duty to be there with 
him as he takes oath as CM 
today,” she said.

Congress leader Sukhwind-
er Singh Sukhu who took 
oath as the Chief Minister 
of Himachal Pradesh on 
Sunday said that his govern-
ment will implement OPS 
(Old Pension Scheme) in the 
first cabinet meeting. 

“We have given 10 guaran-
tees and we will implement 
them. We will give transpar-
ent and honest government. 
We will implement OPS 
(Old Pension Scheme) in the 
first cabinet meeting,” said 

Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu. 
Earlier, Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot on 
Friday said the Old Pension 
Scheme was the key to the 
party winning the Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly elections. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Gehlot called OPS an 
‘important issue for society’.

“Every person has the right 
to live. OPS helps people 
in drawing sufficient pen-
sions in old age. I also urge 
the Centre to implement 
such beneficial schemes 
throughout the country,” he 
had said. 

‘when CongreSS fightS unitedly, 
thiS haPPenS,’ kharge on ViCtory

imPlementation of 
old PenSion SCheme 
firSt: Sukhu 

inVeStigation ClaSh 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) started its 
investigation on Friday in 
the rocket launcher attack 
on Sarhali police station in 
Tarn Taran, Punjab. In the 
whole case, the names of 
deceased Harvinder Singh 
Rinda, and Lakhbir Singh 
Landa, sitting in Canada, 
are coming to the fore. 

Meanwhile, the SHO Par-
kash Singh of Sarhali police 
station was transferred. 

O n  S u n d ay,  s e ve r a l 
agencies of Punjab Police 
reached the spot for inves-
tigation.

According to the informa-
tion received, Harvinder 
Singh Rinda, had planned 
this attack before his death. 
At the same time, the input 
security agencies were re-
ceived and a notice of attack 
was also issued to the Sar-
hali police station. But the 
police officials remained 
oblivious to the intelligence 
input. 

It is reported that Har-
vinder Singh Rinda was 

supported by Lakhbir 
Landa sitting in Canada. 
It is reported that after the 
death of Rinda, now Satbir 
Singh Satta executed this 
whole incident. Satta is also 
wanted in the RDX case 

found earlier in Shahabad, 
Kurukshetra.

The police have taken 
5 to 6 jailed gangsters on 
a production warrant in 
this case. At the same time, 
Counter Intelligence Wing, 

Special Cell and Tarn Taran 
Police of Punjab Police have 
started questioning around 
15 people.

As the matter is related to 
terrorism, the NIA has also 
started its investigation. It is 

informed that a team of NIA 
visited Sarhali Police Sta-
tion on Sunday. Along with 
the investigation of the Pun-
jab Police, the NIA will also 
monitor the investigation.

After this incident, the 
Punjab Police transferred 
the SHO of Police Station 
Sarhali.  SHO Prakash 
Singh who was posted at 
the police station has been 
removed. At the same time, 
new SHO Sukhbir Singh 

has been appointed in the 
police station.

Gangster Satnam Nashara 
is a resident of Tarntaran. 
He has been a known crimi-
nal. Being a close aide of ter-
rorist Harvinder Rinda, he 
continued to import drugs 
and weapons from Pakistan 
to the border areas through 
drones. The RPG which 
was used this time, it is 
clear that it also came from 
Pakistan.

Farmers from Punjab staged 
a protest at the Ludhiana 
Railway Station on Sunday 
and alleged that they were 
forcibly deboarded by the 
police in the early hours of 
Sunday, but the Railway Pro-
tection Force stated that they 
were sitting in the AC coach 
and were asked to go to the 
sleeper coach. 

The police forcibly de-
boarded them from trains 
at midnight while they were 
heading to the national capi-
tal to pay tribute to the ones 
who lost their lives while 
protesting against the three 
farm laws introduced by the 
Centre, the General Secre-
tary of Bhartiya Kisan Union 
(BKU) Sidhupur heading the 
protest said. These farm-
ers staged their protest at 
around 1 am while they were 
going from Amritsar to Sin-
ghu Border in the national 
capital. 

According to the General 
Secretary of Bhartiya Kisan 
Union (BKU) Sidhupur, Bal-
winder Singh Mann, he was 
heading to the Singhu bor-
der to attend a program or-
ganized to pay tribute to the 
farmers who lost their lives 
while protesting against the 
three farm bills introduced 
by the Central government. 
However, those three bills 
now stand revoked. 

On contrary, the RPF of-
ficials informed that these 
farmers were sitting in the 
AC coach of the Tata Muri 
train and were reluctant to 
go to their Sleeper coach. 
“By the time the complainant 
could reach us and we could 
arrive here, the farmers 
started protesting. Howev-
er, the matter was sorted out 
later and the farmers went to 
their coach,” the official said. 

Mann alleged that the 
police forcibly took the old 
farmers off the trains and 
said that they would be taken 
to the police station via bus.

NIA begINs probe INto tArNtArAN polIce stAtIoN AttAck Farmers protest 
against RPF in 
Punjab 

Taruni Gandhi
ChaNDiGaRh
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Swearing in

euPhoriC CongreSS takeS Charge in himaChal

a huge crowd of people gather to attend the swearing-in ceremony of himachal Pradesh CM-
designate Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu, in Shimla on Sunday.

himachal Pradesh CM-designate Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu 
embraces his mother Sansar devi during his oath-taking 
ceremony, in Shimla on Sunday.

Windows are seen broken after a low-intensity blast was hit at Sarhali Police Station, in Tarn 
Taran on Saturday.

bSf SeizeS illegal weaPonS in 
border diStriCt in PunJab
FeRozepuR: The day after unidentified assailants tar-
geted the Border Security Force (BSF) with a Rocket pro-
pelled Grenade (RpG) in Tarn Taran district of punjab, the 
border personnel on Sunday recovered illegal weapons in 
Ferozepur, another district bordering pakistan, during a 
search operation. 

“on 11 December 2022, at about 1215 hrs, Border 
Security Force troops while carrying out area domination 
patrolling ahead of border fence observed fresh dug soil 
and during a consequent search of the area, the party 
recovered weapon consignment near Village --Chandi 
Wala, District--Ferozepur,” an official statement said. 
The weapons recovered included two aK 47 rifles, 4 rifle 
magazines, 2 pistols and 4 pistol magazines, and 10 live 
cartridges. 



continued from page 1

india cannot miss 4th industrial revo-
lution: modi

revolution, opportunity won’t come again,” PM Modi said. 
Mentioning the need for permanent solutions to prob-

lems, the Prime Minister stated that the country cannot 
move ahead with shortcuts and highlighted that the “base 
of permanent development is infrastructure”. 

“No country can run with shortcuts. A long-term vision 
is necessary for permanent development and solution. The 
base of permanent development is infrastructure. South Ko-
rea was a poor country once, but it changed its fate through 
infrastructure. Today the Gulf countries are so progressed 
also because they have also modernised their infrastructure 
and future-ready in the last 3-4 decades,” he said. 

congress gets space, Sukhu takes 
oath as cm of Himachal 

The maximum number of cabinet ministers including the 
Chief Minister can be 12 in the state. The cabinet will be 
expanded later. 

Earlier to this nominated Chief Minister Sukhu met Gov-
ernor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar at the Raj Bhavan 
and staked claim to form a new government in Himachal 
Pradesh. He was accompanied by Rajeev Shukla, the in-
charge of the party in Himachal Pradesh and Pratibha 
Singh, the head of the state unit of the Congress. A formal 
letter was submitted to the Governor to stake claim for the 
formation of the new government in Himachal Pradesh.

Sukhu lauded Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi after his 
election and said the party will fulfil its poll promises. He 
said the new government will “bring change”.

Sukhu said that he is happy that despite being from an 
ordinary family he will be the Chief Minister of Himachal 
Pradesh. 

“I am happy that I am going to be CM despite being from 
an ordinary family. I am thankful to the Congress party 
and the Gandhi family for giving me this opportunity. My 
mother never stopped me from being in politics. I have 
reached here today because of her blessings,” said Sukhu.

The party’s choice of Sukhu was however seen as a ma-
jor setback to Himachal Pradesh Congress chief Pratibha 
Singh, who had openly raised slogans demanding that she 
should be made the Chief Minister. 

Pratibha Singh’s supporters had registered their protest 
against the selection of Sukhu as the Chief Minister. Later, 
Singh said that she accepts the decision of the party high 
command. 

Sukhu is the first Congress leader from the lower Him-

achal region to become the Chief Minister. He is the second 
such leader of Hamirpur district after Prem Kumar Dhum-
al, who will hold the post of Chief Minister.

cBi grills Kcr’s daughter Kavitha for 
7 hours 

The CBI had earlier summoned her on 6 December in 
connection with the case.

Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia is one of 
the accused in the case. The new excise Policy of the Delhi 
government was scrapped after Lieutenant Governor V.K. 
Saxena recommended a CBI investigation into the matter. 

The chargesheet submitted by the CBI in the liquor 
‘scam’ case, however, did not include Sisodia’s name. The 
chargesheet named seven accused, including AAP’s com-
munications chief Vijay Nair and Hyderabad-based busi-
nessman Abhishek Boinpally. 

Sikh woman killed at her home in 
canada

Integrated Homicide Investigation Team’s Sergeant Timo-
thy Pierotti said anyone with information about Kaur or her 
death should come forward and help investigators. “Our in-
vestigators have been working non-stop,” CBC News quoted 
Pierotti as saying. 

“These incidents have a significant impact, not only on the 
family and friends of the victim but also on the entire com-
munity. Surrey RCMP’s victim services have been engaged 
and are available to anyone in need of assistance,” he said. 

He also said the couple doesn’t have any “negative police 
contact”, but “any time that there’s an allegation of domestic 
violence, police take it very seriously”, CBC News reported. 

Surrey is a city in British Columbia, Canada with an esti-
mated population of 614,646.

Earlier, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police said they were 
called to a residence in the Newton area shortly before 9.30 
pm on reports of a stabbing incident. 

Police officers informed that when they arrived they found 
the victim with life-threatening injuries. She was taken to 
the hospital where she succumed to her injuries.

Officers said the two people knew each other, and there is 
no risk to the public, reported CBC News. 

This incident comes just days after a 21-year-old Sikh 
woman was shot dead outside a gas station in Mississauga, 
Canada. 

The Peel Regional Police identified the victim as Pawan-
preet Kaur on Monday, saying she was an employee of the 
gas station, CBC reported.

The Peel Regional Police provide policing services for Peel 
Region in Ontario, Canada. It is the second largest municipal 
police service in Ontario after the Toronto Police Service. 

CBC News is Canada’s publicly owned news and informa-
tion service.

The police revealed that the victim was from Brampton, 
adding that when officials arrived at the shooting site, they 
saw the woman with gunshot wounds. Life-saving mea-
sures were attempted but the woman died. 

Police said that they believe it was a targeted incident. The 
homicide unit has taken over the investigation. Officers are 
looking for a male suspect, according to CBC News. 

6 killed as Afghan forces open fire in 
pakistan’s Balochistan

diplomatic level,” he said. 
He ordered the district administration of Chaman to pro-

vide full support to the people affected, Dawn reported. 
Last month, the Pak-Afghan border, also known as the 

“Friendship Gate” was closed after an armed man opened 
fire from the Afghan side, killing a Pakistani soldier. The 
incident left two security personnel injured and prompt-
ed the closure of the border between the two countries 
at Chaman, Balochistan, Dawn reported quoting official 
sources. 

Last month, the Pak-Afghan border at Chaman was 
closed for an indefinite period after an armed man from 
the Afghan side opened fire on Pakistani security person-
nel at Friendship Gate, resulting in the martyrdom of one 
soldier and leaving two others wounded. 

Following the incident, both sides exchanged fire for more 
than one hour, and the trade between the two countries got 
suspended, including the Afghan transit trade.

On 22 November, Pakistan reopened its border with Af-
ghanistan at Chaman after a week. The decision to reopen 
the border was taken at a meeting between Pakistani border 
authorities and Taliban officials, reported Dawn. 

On 25 Nov November, the Foreign Office (FO) said Paki-
stan was holding discussions to sort out issues in light of the 
increase in cross-border attacks from Afghanistan. 

minor dies after iron piece falls on 
his head
accidentally fell off and hit the boy. The minor’s body was 
shifted to SDN Hospital for Medico-Legal Case (MLC) and 
post-mortem, police said. The police added that they have 
also initiated legal action under IPC Section 304 (A) against 
the contractor. 

Woman jumps off moving car with 
baby to escape molestation, child 
dies

as per the police. The police are also examining the CCTV 
footage present on the incident. 

The police said that on Saturday morning, the woman 
was headed to her parents’ residence in Palghar with her 
child. She reached Pelhar and took a Maruti Eeco, they 
added. In her initial complaint, the woman said that in or-
der to protect herself from a molestation bid by the driver, 
she jumped with her baby, which led to the child’s death. 

The driver, however, told the police that the baby fell out 
of the woman’s hand, following which the mother leaped 
from the car in panic. He added that the incident took place 
when she was using his phone to make a call to her hus-
band. 

The woman was soon taken to a hospital and, initially, she 
said she jumped out of the vehicle to protect herself during 
a molestation bid. However, later she changed her state-
ment and said the girl jumped out of her hand and fell.

pm’s vision has uplifted india’s status 
worldwide: mp Kartikeya Sharma 

The young MP said that the country must feel proud of 
the Prime Minister and the Chief Minister. “It is a matter 
of pride that we are working under these two visionary 
leaders who are not only giving a clear direction to the na-
tion and state respectively, but also have a clear futuristic 
vision.” 

“Few months ago, I was attending a conference of par-
liamentarians in Uganda. When I told them that India 
has been running the biggest food security programme in 
the world and people are getting free food for the last 28 
months, they refused to believe me. When I told them that 
during the Covid period, as many as 200 crore of vaccina-
tions were doled out gratis ….they again refused to believe 
me. The objective to mention this is that gigantic work is 
happening in today’s India with the leadership of the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.” 

“The fact is that India is moving ahead, and world has 
started recognising that,” Kartikeya Sharma said, adding 
that our passport did not have much value earlier, but now 
people look at our blue passport with respect and dignity. 

At the state level, the CM Manohar Lal has brought a sense 
of purpose and objective to people’s issues. “They are all 
with the sole objective of benefitting common people,” he 
said.

‘Well done’, Tharoor applauds India’s 
abstention of vote in UNSC 

appreciation development

miSHap
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in goa

in cHHattiSgarH

maHaraSHtra expreSSWay to deliver 
rS 50,000 crore in tWo yearS: fadnaviS

Man killed in rhino attack near Kaziranga 
National Park

Three arrested in 
Hanumangarh firing case

man arreSted for calling up 
perSon from virtual numBer

douBle-engine govt Spur development: Scindia 
man Held for Sexually aSSaulting 
7-year-old girl

Maharashtra Depu-
ty Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadna-

vis on Sunday said that the 
newly inaugurated Phase-I 
of Hindu Hrudaysamrat 
Balasaheb Thackeray Ma-
harashtra Samruddhi Ma-
hamarg, covering a distance 
of 520 km and connecting 
Nagpur and Shirdi will de-

liver Rs 50,000 crore in the 
coming two years.
“In the next two years, this 
Mahamarg will get you Rs 
50,000 crore,” Fadnavis 
said while addressing a 
public gathering here in 
Nagpur. The 701 km Hindu 
Hrudaysamrat Balasaheb 
Thackeray Maharashtra 
Samruddhi Mahamarg - be-
ing built at a cost of about Rs 
55,000 crore, connecting 
Nagpur and Mumbai- is one 

of India’s longest express-
ways, passing through Ma-
harashtra’s 10 districts and 
prominent urban regions of 
Amravati, Aurangabad and 
Nashik.

On the inauguration of 
this Mahamarg, Fadnavis 
also announced that next, 
an expressway connecting 
Nagpur and Goa will be built.

Deputy CM further in his 
address, praised Maharash-
tra Chief Minister Eknath 

Shinde and said: “The in-
auguration of the Balasaheb 
Thackeray Maharashtra 
Samruddhi Mahamarg has 
been our 20 years old dream, 
which has come true.”

Prior to its inauguration, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi also inaugurated 
Phase I of the Nagpur Metro 
rail project and purchased a 
ticket to take a ride on the 
Metro from Freedom Park 
to Khapri.
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Congress MP Shashi Thar-
oor on Saturday applauded 
India’s abstention from the 
vote in the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) 
on a resolution that exempts 
humanitarian aid efforts 
from sanctions. 

Taking to social media, 
Tharoor expressed his total 
agreement with India’s res-
ervations which led to its 
abstention and added that 
one need not have to look 

far across the border for evi-
dence to substantiate what 
India’s top ambassador to 
UN Ruchira Kamboj said in 
her statement. 

“While understanding the 
humanitarian concerns be-
hind the resolution, I agree 
fully with India’s reserva-
tions that prompted its ab-
stention. We don’t have to 
look far across the border 
for evidence to substantiate 
@ruchirakamboj’s words. 
Well done, @IndiaUNNewY-
ork @DrSJaishankar,” Thar-
oor tweeted. 

The draft resolution to 
exempt humanitarian aid 
efforts from sanctions and 
presented by the US and 
Ireland, was adopted by 14 
members of the 15-member 
Council.

In the explanation of vote, 
India’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN Ruchira 
Kamboj said that India’s 
concerns were triggered by 
proven instances of terror-
ist groups including Paki-
stan-based terrorist groups 
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-
e-Mohammed “taking full 

advantage of such humani-
tarian carve-outs and mak-
ing a mockery of sanctions 
regimes.” 

Kamboj said “There have 
been several cases of ter-
rorist groups in our neigh-
bourhood, reincarnating 
themselves as humanitarian 
organizations and civil soci-
ety groups precisely to evade 
the sanctions. These terror-
ist organizations use the 
umbrella of the humanitar-
ian assistance space to raise 
funds and recruit fighters.”

A 70-year-old man was 
killed after being reportedly 
attacked by a one-horned 
Rhino in a paddy field in As-
sam’s Golaghat district on 
Sunday, an official said.

The incident took place 
in the Chohola Bogipathar 
area near Bokakhat on Sun-
day. The deceased person 
was identified by officials as 

Tarachan Choudhury.
Kin of the victim said, 

“Tarachan Choudhury was 
attacked by a Rhino at a time 
when he had left for a paddy 
field for grazing cows.”

Ramesh Gogoi, Divisional 
Forest Officer of Kaziranga 
National Park & Tiger Re-
serve told ANI, “One person 
died after being attacked by 
a Rhino which had strayed 
away from the national 
park”.

“This unfortunate inci-
dent happened today (Sun-
day) at 6:30 am. A Rhino 
which had strayed away 
from the Kaziranga Na-
tional Park killed a person 
at the Ratan Chapori area. 
He had, reportedly, gone to 
the area along with cows for 
grazing. Suddenly the rhino 
appeared and attacked the 
man and he died on the 
spot,” DFO said.

Following the incident, lo-

cal police after being alerted 
rushed to the spot and sent 
the body to the hospital for 
post-mortem.

Earlier in November this 
year, two persons including 
a forest guard were left criti-
cally injured after being at-
tacked by a Rhino inside the 
Kaziranga National Park.

In July, a girl was injured 
in a rhino attack in Assam’s 
Kaziranga National Park 
and Tiger Reserve. 

Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia on Sunday said a ‘double-en-
gine government’ would always spur 
development. 

Speaking at the inauguration of the 
new Mopa International Airport in 
Goa, which has been named after 
four-time chief minister and former 
Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar, 
Scindia said, “For the first time in the 

country, two airports have been es-
tablished in a city. Under the previous 
government, not even a single airport 
was constructed in a year. A double-
engine government would always 
lead to develoment.” With the aim of 
boosting air connectivity and tourism 
in the coastal state, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sunday inaugu-
rated the Mopa International Airport 
in Goa. 

Speaking at the inauguration func-
tion, PM Modi said, “The state-of-

the-art airport in Mopa will signifi-
cantly improve connectivity as well as 
boost tourism in Goa. The Manohar 
International Airport is proof of the 
changed government thinking and 
approach towards infrastructure in 
the country today. We took the initia-
tive to take air travel to the smallest 
cities in the country. 

Built at a cost of around Rs 2,870 
crore, the airport has been designed 
on the theme of sustainable infra-
structure.

A man was arrested for allegedly sexu-
ally assaulting a 7-year-old girl by lur-
ing her on the promise of breakfast in 
Bilaspur. The police informed that the 
accused sexually assaulted the minor 
after taking her to a farm. The police 
arrested the accused after conducting 
a thorough investigation.

Additional Superintendent of Police 
(ASP) Bilaspur, Rajendra Jaiswal said 
the accused lured the girl by promis-
ing to arrange a breakfast meal and 
sexually assaulted her.

“The incident took place in the 
Chakarbhatha police station area. A 
drunk man sexually assaulted a seven-
year-old girl. He lured the minor by 
promising to arrange breakfast for her 
and made her pillion on his bike. He 

then took her to a farm and sexually 
assaulted her,” the ASP said.

The ASP further said the police were 
able to track down the accused after 
scanning CCTV footage.

“The accused is married. The police 
started the investigation and searched 
all the relevant CCTV footage. First we 
found his bike and later tracked down 
the accused. Further investigation is 
underway,” he further said. 

Rajasthan Police on Sun-
day arrested three men in 
connection with firing at a 
business establishment in 
Hanumangarh. 

Earlier on Saturday, mis-
creants allegedly fired on 
the establishment of busi-
nessman Indra Hisaria in 
Hanumangarh. According to 
the police, the arrested were 
identified as Zakir, Yudhveer 
and Mayankdeep. 

Superintendent of Police, 
Hanumangarh, Ajay Singh 
Rathore said all three were 
arrested by with the help of 

Bikaner Police and the Jai-
pur Police Commissionerate.

Zakir and Yudhveer have 
been arrested from Bikaner 
district and Mayankdeep 
from Jaipur, police informed.

“All three are also being 
questioned regarding the 
role of the Lawrence Bishnoi 
gang,” the SP said.

Preliminary investigation 
revealed that they opened 
fire to spread panic.

SP Rathore said Hrithik 
Boxer, who took responsibil-
ity for the incident on social 
media, had threatened Indra 
Hisaria for ransom in the 
past as well.

Ghaziabad Police on Sun-
day apprehended a person 
for calling up an individual 
from a virtual number on a 
social messaging app and 
threatening to kill him if he 
did not pay Rs 20 lakh.

The accused, identified as 
Kapil Chaudhary alias Dhar-
mendra, was arrested by a 
team of Uttar Pradesh (UP) 
Police on Saturday from 
his residence in Hapur. Ac-
cording to the police, an FIR 
was registered against an 
unidentified person at the 

Sahibabad police station by 
the complainant, identified 
as Gaurav.

The complainant alleged 
that an unidentified caller 
from a virtual number 
threatened to kill him if he 
did not pay Rs 20 lakh.

Acting on the complaint, a 
joint team of UP Police and a 
Cyber cell traced the virtual 
number and arrested the 
person from his residence in 
Pilakhuwa, Hapur.

According to the police, the 
28-year-old caller is a repeat 
offender and picked up on-
line blackmailing from You-
Tube.
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MANOHAR’S NAME 
– SOLUTION TO 
PROBLEMS
KARNAL: The Chief Min-
ister said that the politi-
cians of the opposition 
could never even imag-
ine, we have worked on 
such schemes in the 
last eight years, which 
have been appreciated 
in other states today. 
He said that Manohar’s 
name is the solution 
of problems, you bring 
problems, we will solve 
them. In the year 2014, 
when I contested the 
first assembly election 
from Karnal, at that 
time casteism, regional-
ism, nepotism which 
dominated in the earlier 
governments. 

MANOHAR LAL 
LEADER OF ALL  
Union Consumer Affairs 
and Public Distribu-
tion Minister Ash-
wini Choubey, Transport 
Minister Moolchand 
Sharma, BJP President 
Om Prakash Dhankhar, 
MP Arvind Sharma, MP 
Sanjay Bhatia, MP Ra-
mesh Chandra Kaushik, 
Rajya Sabha MP Lt Gen 
DP Vats, Rajya Sabha MP 
Kartikeya Sharma, for-
mer minister Rambilas 
Sharma, MLA Mohan Lal 
Barauli also addressed 
and put forth many de-
mands for the Brahmin 
community, highlighting 
the biography of Lord 
Parshuram. Which the 
CM resolved in his ad-
dress and showed that 
he is truly the leader of 
all society, on which the 
whole pandal echoed 
with slogans when the 
people present fulfilled 
these announcements.

SIDESHOWS
CHIEF GUEST AT EVENT

In Brahmin outreach, Manohar Lal Khattar 
attends ‘Parshuram Mahakumbh’
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal Khattar said 
that the state government 
is making tireless efforts 
to take the teachings and 
thoughts of saints and great 
men, who give direction to 
society, to the masses. For 
this only, a unique initia-
tive has been started to of-
ficially celebrate the birth 
anniversaries of saints and 
great men. Khattar said this 
while addressing the gath-
ering as the Chief Guest at 
the “Bhagwan Parshuram 
Mahakumbh” organised 
in Karnal on Sunday. The 
Chief Minister said that, not 
as the Chief Minister, but as 
the MLA from Karnal, he 
welcomes people from dif-
ferent corners of the state 
who have come to attend 
this auspicious programme.

While bowing down to 
Lord Parshuram, he said 
that he is very fortunate that 
today he got the opportunity 
to have a 'darshan' of this 
huge group of Brahmins as 
he attends “Lord Parshuram 
Mahakumbh”. Khattar said 
that Lord Parshuram Ji not 
only gained the knowledge of 
Vedas and Shastras by taking 
birth in a Brahmin family, 
but he also learned the art of 
using weapons while adopt-
ing the Kshatriya nature and 
due to this he is called the 
worshiper of the entire Sana-
tan world and the knower of 
all weapons and scriptures, 
he added.  Lord Parshuram 
Ji took up arms with the aim 

of establishing social justice 
and equality and protecting 
the rights of the oppressed 
sections of the society, said 
the Chief Minister. He said 
that the saints gave educa-
tion, taught values to society 
and worked to remove the 
evils prevalent in the com-
munity. Therefore, to ensure 
the maximum spread of the 
teachings and values taught 
by these great saints and 
great men to the masses, Sant 
Mahapurush Vichar Evam 
Prasar Yojana has been 
started, under which birth 
anniversaries and memorial 
days of saints and great men 
are being celebrated at state 
level, said the CM.

The Chief Minister said 
that the knowledge of Brah-

mins does not belong to any 
society or caste, it belongs to 
the entire society. The one 
who knows Brahma is a 
Brahmin and Brahmin work 
to give direction to society 
and raise their voice against 
injustice.  He said that estab-
lishing morality in society 
and establishing the high 
ideals of Indian culture is 
the utmost duty of any Brah-
min. Following the mantra of 
Haryana Ek-Haryanvi Ek, 
the welfare of every class, 
section is ensured.  Khattar 
said that when he formed 
the government in the year 
2014, he gave the slogan of 
Haryana Ek-Haryanvi Ek. 
Following this mantra, many 
welfare schemes were made 
to ensure holistic develop-

ment and the welfare of the 
poor.  In connection with e-
governance, PPP has been 
created, through which the 
benefits of welfare schemes 
are reaching poor families 
directly, said Khattar.

"We have started 'Mukhya 
Mantri Antyodaya Parivar 
Utthan Yojana' to raise the 
standard of living of poor 
families. In its first phase, by 
identifying the poorest 2 lakh 
families, a target has been set 
to make their minimum an-
nual income Rs 1.80 lakh," 
said the Chief Minister.  

The Chief Minister said 
that under the CHIRAYU 
Haryana scheme, needy 
families of the state have 
also started giving benefits of 
Ayushman Bharat scheme, 

whose annual income is up 
to Rs 1.80 lakh. The expens-
es of up to Rs 5 lakh for the 
treatment of these families 
to be included in the CHI-
RAYU Haryana scheme will 
be borne by the state gov-
ernment. Earlier, 15,51,798 
families in Haryana were 
being covered under the 
Ayushman Bharat scheme. 
But now State Government 
have expanded the scope of 
the scheme at the expense of 
the state government. With 
this, 28,89,036 families are 
now being covered in the 
state, he shared. 

Haryana Government 
has taken a unique initia-
tive to spread the thoughts 
and teachings of saints and 
great men, Union Minister 

of State on this occasion, 
Union Minister of State for 
Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution, Ash-
wini Kumar Choubey said 
that Brahmins are the em-
bodiment of sacrifice, dedi-
cated to nation-building and 
social welfare. He said that 
under the leadership of Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal, the 
Haryana government has 
taken a unique initiative to 
remember and spread the 
thoughts and teachings of 
saints and great men. Due 
to his efforts, Gita Mahot-
sav has been celebrated in-
ternationally since the year 
2016.  The message of holy 
Gita is spreading all over the 
world. He said that Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi 

is working for the welfare 
and upliftment of society 
and the country by follow-
ing the mantra of Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka 
Prayas and Sabka Vishwas.  
Similarly, Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal is working for 
the welfare of all sections 
in the state while following 
the slogan of Haryana Ek-
Haryanvi Ek. On this occa-
sion, Members Parliament,  
Sanjay Bhatia, Dr. Arvind 
Sharma,  Ramesh Chander 
Kaushik, Rajya Sabha MPs 
General (Retd) Dr. DP Vats,  
Kartikeya Sharma, BJP State 
president,  OP Dhankar, 
MLAs, Mohan Lal,  Harvin-
der Kalyan,  Nirmal Chaud-
hary, former minister, Ram 
Bilas Sharma were present.

Govt focussed on spreading the teachings of saints, great men: Haryana CM

Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar greets while being garlanded during 'Parshuram Mahakumbh' in Karnal on Sunday. Union Minister Ashwini Kumar Choubey, MP Kartikeya Sharma are also seen.

PARSHURAM MAHAKUMBH
PARSHURAM MAHAKUMBH

Parshuram Mahakumbh 
which was organised 
by the BJP on Sunday, 

witnessed a huge success as 
thousands of people hailing 
from all walks of life marked 
their presence in the auspi-
cious programme. All praised 
the role of Member of Parlia-
ment, Kartikeya Sharma for 
programme’s successful con-
duct. At the same time, the 
political meaning of organ-
ising this event was already 
being extracted, many lead-
ers of the party, advised the 
community to unite and at 
the same time, they advocated 
the demand of making the  
Chief Minister someone  
from the community. 

Notably, MP Kartikeya Shar-
ma was constantly working 
hard to make “Parshuram Ma-
hakumbh” a huge success and 
in continuation to this, he vis-
ited almost all the districts of 
the state to invite people. The 
BJP MPs namely, Sanjay Bha-
tia, Arvind Sharma, Ramesh 
Chander from Karnal, Rohtak, 
and Sonipat respectively along 
with the Union Minister Ash-
wini Kumar Choubey, Karnal 
MP Sanjay Bhatia had given 
the credit to him saying that 
Karitkeya Sharma proved his 
mettle and popularity among 
all sections of the society 
through the conduct of the 
program. 

While addressing the gath-
ering, Karitkeya Sharma said 
that he has not come to this 
event as an MP, rather present 
here as a son and brother. “The 
success that I have achieved in 
media and business so far does 

not mean that I forgot the so-
ciety. My sole aim is to serve 
people of state and the society 
so that Haryana can climb new 
paradigm of development,” he 
added. Apart from this, he also 
accepted the greetings of the 
youth by shaking hands. 

In this series, on seeing the 
crowd gathered in this event, 
the Chief Minister of Haryana 
Manohar Lal Khattar, who 
was seen elated, targeted the 
opposition fiercely on the ru-
mours of his replacement and 
at the same time, he gave ad-
vice to opposition not to give 
air to useless things. Taking a 
jibe at the opposition, CM said 
that the opposition is left with 
no option except spreading ru-
mours on social media.

It is worth mentioning that 
the speeches of all political 
leaders contained hidden po-
litical meanings to some ex-
tent. In wake of the upcoming 
assembly and parliamentary 
elections, no party seems in a 
position to ignore the Brahmin 
community.  

In this continuation to afore-
said, it is pertinent to mention 
that the Brahmin leaders 
completely convinced the 
BJP indirectly to some extent 
stating that the Brahmin com-
munity will support the BJP 
in forthcoming elections. MP 
from Rohtak, Arvind Kumar 
Sharma opined that the re-
spect and importance given to 
the community is commend-
able. Further he took on the 
previous governments saying 
that the Brahmin community 
has 12 to 15 per cent of vote 
share, a sizable chunk and de-
spite that the community wit-
nessed continuous ignorance 
in the state. 

TDG NETWORK
KARNAL

MY SOLE AIM IS TO SERVE PEOPLE: MP KARTIKEYA SHARMA
'Parshuram Mahakumbh' establishes MP Kartikeya Sharma as a mass leader

Member of Parliamnet Kartikeya Sharma addressing the 'Parshuram Mahakumbh' programme in Karnal on Sunday. 

MP Kartikeya Sharma shares a light moment at a programme. MP Kartikeya Sharma sitting during the 'Parshuram Mahakumbh' event.

Prime Minis-
ter, Narendra 
Modi is working 

for the welfare and 
upliftment of society 
and the country by 
following the mantra 
of Sabka Saath, Sabka 
Vikas, Sabka Prayas 
and Sabka Vishwas.  
Similarly, Chief Min-
ister, Manohar Lal is 
working for the welfare 
of all sections in the 
state while following 
the slogan of Haryana 
Ek-Haryanvi Ek.
Member of Parliament,
Kartikeya Sharma

Brahmins are 
the embodi-
ment of 

sacrifice, dedicated to 
nation-building and 
social welfare. Under 
the leadership of Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal 
Khattar the Haryana 
government has taken 
a unique initiative to 
remember and spread 
the thoughts and 
teachings of saints and 
great men. Due to his 
efforts, Gita Mahotsav 
has been celebrated 
internationally since 
the year 2016 
Union  
Minister, 
Ashwini  
Kumar 
Choubey



The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) surged to 
victory in Gujarat for 

a record seventh consecutive 
win, a sign of the continuing 
and relentless popularity of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi who has completely 
transformed India’s politi-
cal landscape.

In Gujarat, the BJP, which 
has been in power for 27 
years, won 156 of the 182 as-
sembly seats, with a whop-
ping strike rate of 86%. The 
Congress was decimated 
winning in just 17 seats and 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), 
which was hallucinating 
about a victory, was reduced 
to merely 5 seats. BJP not only 

broke Congress’s 37-year-old 
record of winning 149 seats. 
Rather, Congress was forced 
to face its worst defeat ever 
in Gujarat, since it became a 
State in 1960. The Himachal 
victory of the Congress can-
not serve as a balm to com-
pensate for the humiliation 
the Congress faced in Gujarat.

The Patidar community is 
back with BJP and became 
a decisive factor in the Nar-
endra Modi Tsunami of 156 
seats in Gujarat. Patidars 
have always held the key to 
who forms the government. 
Of the 182 seats in Gujarat, 
the Patidars comprise 15-
16% of Gujarat’s electorate 
and hold influence in over 
50 seats of the 182-member 
assembly. 

In most of the seats in South 
Gujarat and Saurashtra-
Kutch belt, Patidars are the 
dominant caste. Gujarat has 
70% Leuva Patel and 30% 
Kadva Patel. This time, the 
BJP had a landslide victory 
and won 47 out of 54 seats 
in the Saurashtra-Kutch. In 
2017, the BJP had won only 23 

seats. While this time, Con-
gress was able to win only a 
dismal 3 seats, down from 
2017, when Congress won 30 
seats. In Rajkot, four sitting 
MLAs were not given tickets 
this time, especially Rajkot 
West, from where Vijay Ru-
pani contested and won and 
became CM of Gujarat. The 
result of this is that this time 
BJP has captured all the eight 
seats in Rajkot. The meticu-
lous ticket distribution based 
totally on merit and bold deci-
sions to drop non performing 
sitting MLAs in both Rajkot 
and Surat (Zankhana Patel 
dropped from Choryasi in 
Surat) played in BJP’s favour.

Installing a Patidar, Bhu-
pendra Bhai Patel, as the in-
cumbent CM, for the second 
time in a grand oath taking 
ceremony on 12 December 
2022 and bringing the likes 
of Hardik Patel into the BJP 
fold, showcase Modi’s long 
term vision. That Patidar agi-
tation has long since fizzled 
out, with Hardik now in the 
BJP. Hardik Patel won Vi-
ramgam by a margin of over 
51,707 votes. 

In fact, the Modi magic in 
Gujarat this time, has been all 
pervasive with not only Pa-
tidars, but even BJP’s tribal 
vote share rising to a solid 
53%. Tribals have tradition-
ally favoured the Congress 
but not this time. The Con-
gress repeatedly insulted 
India’s first tribal President, 

Droupadi Murmu with reck-
less utterances and Gujarat’s 
tribal voters showed Rahul 
Gandhi and his debilitated 
Party, the exit door.

PM Modi’s outreach is the 
X-factor behind the Patidars 
swinging towards the BJP. On 
the final day of campaigning 
for Phase 1, PM Modi did an 
18-km road show in Varach-
ha, a constituency with over 
60% Patidar votes, where 
the AAP was seemingly 
challenging the BJP. AAP 
ultimately turned out to be 
just a “vote-cutter”, failing to 
touch even the double digit 
mark in Gujarat, in terms 
of seats won. The Kejriwal 
model received a resounding 
drubbing in Gujarat, which 
rejected both his false bra-
vado and his false promises 
based on freebies. BJP won all 
the 12 seats in Surat city and 
four in Surat district, thereby 
nullifying the AAP factor, as 
AAP’s Gujarat president Go-
pal Italia lost from Katargam. 

As for the hill State of Him-
achal Pradesh, it has a history 
of alternating between the 
Congress and the BJP since 
1982. The Congress won 40 
seats and the BJP 25 seats in 
the 68-seat State assembly. 
BJP’s vote share was only 
0.9% lower than that of the 
Congress and overall BJP 
secured just 37000 lesser 
number of votes. In more 
than a dozen seats the margin 
of victory for Congress was 

less than 1000 seats, com-
pared to its nearest rival, the 
BJP. So while the Congress 
won the hill State, it was not 
a landslide. 

The election results in the 
final analysis, shows the BJP 
has unparalleled dominance 
in national politics, as the op-
position remains fragmented 
and the Congress continues 
to fight for political survival. 
AAP is not really a factor in 
the larger scheme of things, 
despite tall claims by Kejriwal 
and his acolytes. 

The BJP under Modi won 
Lok Sabha 2014 with 17.6 
crore votes. That tally rose 
handsomely by 31% to 23 
crore votes in Lok Sabha 
2019 elections and is slated 
to rise to beyond 30 crore 
votes in 2024, going by cur-
rent trends. The extent of 
the BJP’s massive, landslide 
win in Gujarat can be gauged 
from the fact that over 27% 
constituencies in Gujarat 
reported a victory margin 
above 50,000 and over 6% 
recorded a lead of more than 
a lakh, showing both, the 
sweep and scale of BJP’s vic-
tory in the State.

PM Modi is the rarest of 
the rare leaders who besides 
being a brilliant orator, a 
visionary, a strategist and 
a global statesman, is most 
importantly, a compassion-
ate leader who is always pres-
ent there, where needed the 
most. The ability to multi-

task with excruciating and 
long hours of relentless hard 
work make Narendra Modi 
the invincible political insti-
tution he has come to signify.

The Gujarat elections are 
seen to be the start of the 
run-up to the 2024 General 
Election, where PM Modi 
will be seeking a third term 
and needless to add, the 
Modi-juggernaut has only 
gotten more powerful and 
invincible. The BJP is in pole 
position to win Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh and Karnataka and a 
host of other smaller States 
which are going to the polls 
in 2023, ahead of the General 
Election, in 2024, given the 
massive momentum in PM 
Modi’s favour.  This time, BJP 
won Dariapur in Ahmedabad 
district, which has over 46% 
Muslim population. Congress 
had Dariapur in its kitty for 
the last 10 years. 

Hence, for those who accuse 
the BJP of polarising voters 
on communal lines, the fact 
that BJP won a solid 17 out of 
the 19 Muslim dominant seats 
in Gujarat, is a vindication 
of PM Modi’s Gujarat model 
that spells inclusivity and 
growth with equity. Suffice 
to say that the Gujarat vic-
tory has set the template for 
a more powerful Modi 3.0.
Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of the 
BJP and the Bestselling Author 
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

Decoding Modi tsunami 
in Gujarat election
The Modi magic in Gujarat this time has been all pervasive with not 
only Patidars but even BJP’s tribal vote share rising to a solid 53%. 
Tribals have traditionally favoured the Congress but not this time.

Plugging the looPholes 

Juggernaut moves on

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Sunday created his-
tory by becoming the first Congress Chief Min-
ister of the Hill State hailing from lower Him-
achal Pradesh thus ending the dominance of the 
Upper Shimla region. In the process, he also got 
past obstacles put in his way by the PCC Chief 
and former CM, the late Virbhadra Singh’s wife, 
Pratibha Singh, who had staked her claim for 
the top position on the ground that the mandate 
was also because the electorate paid their hom-
age to her husband. The Congress High Com-
mand took several factors into consideration 
before giving the go ahead to Sukhu and while 
overlooking Pratibha’s repeated pleas, decided 
to also appoint senior leader, Mukesh Agnihotri 
as the first deputy CM of the State. The Sukhu, 
Mukesh combination shall have to overcome 
several challenges in order to ensure the smooth 
running of the government and their first test 

would be when the new Cabinet gets constituted. 
What seemed to work in Sukhu’s favour was his 
long association with the party’s organization; he 
has headed the state units of NSUI, Youth Con-
gress and the PCC and the support he enjoyed 
from the elected MLAs. In addition, Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, who had extensively campaigned 
in the polls, threw her weight behind Sukhu. 
Incidentally she along with Rahul Gandhi, Ma-
likarjun Kharge and many top party leaders such 
as Bhupinder Singh Hooda, Bhupesh Baghel, 
Ashok Gehlot, Anand Sharma, Mukul Wasnik, 
KC Venugopal and Rajiv Shukla, attended the 
oath taking ceremony, to send a strong message 
of party unity. Mukesh Agnihotri had several 
supporters amongst senior leaders. However, in 
a state where the Rajput community dominates, 
Sukhu was preferred and Agnihotri, a Brah-
min, had to settle for the second post. Pratibha’s 
claims were overlooked because of multiple rea-
sons. She is a Member of Parliament from Mandi 
and had she been chosen, the party would have 
had to face two by-elections, one in Mandi and 
the second from where she would have contested 
for the Assembly. This was not considered ad-
visable at all. Secondly, Pratibha Singh scored 
an own goal by inviting some MLAs to the Holly 
Lodge, once the ancestral home of her husband 
in Jakhu. However, the numbers were not ad-
equate and the message which emerged was that 
majority of MLAs were not willing to support 
her candidacy. Thirdly, she over emphasized on 
the contribution of her late husband in the Con-
gress victory, which did not go to too well with 
many top leaders. There were also unconfirmed 
reports that were doing the rounds that a for-
mer Congress leader, now with the BJP, tried to 
broker a deal between her and the BJP. However, 
as per these reports, the Prime Minister did not 
give his consent for such a move. On their part, 
many of Pratibha Singh’s supporters deny that 
there was any such attempt at all. Sukhu’s el-
evation as the Chief Minister was anticipated 
by most people and they were confident that he 
was best placed to take up the assignment. His is 
a real success story; born in the family of a State 
transport bus driver, he has literally risen from 
the ranks. At one point of time, he ran a milk 
vend in Chota Shimla to augment his income. His 
and Mukesh’s appointments, would impact the 
BJP’s diminishing hold over the Hamirpur, Una 
and Kangra region in particular. The swearing in 
was attended by a large number of people, many 
of whom travelled long distances to be present. 
It brought some cheer in the Congress camp and 
the electorate has amply demonstrated that the 
tradition of electing a different government in the 
state continues for the time being. The Congress, 
Sukhu, Mukesh and the new government needs 
to be congratulated and provided some time to 
prove themselves.  This was the first election 
which was held where the State stalwart, Virb-
hadra Singh was not there to lead from the front; 
he passed away last year.

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Creating history 

sukhu, First 
Congress ChieF 
minister From 
lower himaChal

India is all set to celebrate 
an achievement when it will 
release its latest tiger census 
figures sometime next year. 
National Tiger Conserva-
tion Authority (NTCA), 
apex body in India for tiger 
conservation authority under 
the Union Ministry of Forest 
Environment and Climate 
Change (MoEFC&C) will be 
jubilant to tell the world that 
India has doubled its tiger 
population, a target fixed by 
the Tiger Range Countries in 
2010.  In St Petersburg, Rus-
sia, the heads of the govern-
ments of 13 Tiger Range coun-
tries at St. Petersburg, Russia, 
had resolved to double tiger 
numbers across their global 
range by 2022 by signing the 
St. Petersburg declaration on 

tiger conservation. India then 
had 1636 tigers in the wild. 
The number in the last census 
2018-19 went up to 2967. The 
next tiger census is expected 
sometime in mid-2023 but 
whenever it is released, India 
would announce achieving 
the target of doubling the ti-
ger number. But this statistics 
will be of no use if it is not put 
in perspective.

The issue needs to be dis-
cussed and debated  espe-
cially after the tiger carcass 
found hanging from a tendu 
tree (Diospyros melanoxy-
lon)  about 20 kms away from 
the famous Panna Tiger Re-
serve of Madhya Pradesh two 
days ago  shocking the wild-
life and environment lovers 
across  the country. This was 
not the lone case of gruesome 
tiger killing. It was also chill-
ing reminder of the 2008-09 
when all the tigers from Pan-
na had vanished after alleged 
poaching of the big cats.  In 
the last two years also, many 
more tigers stepping out from 
Panna tiger reserve were 
killed. One of the famous 
tigers of Panna--known as 

Heera among tourists--was 
killed brutally as it moved 
out of the reserve in October 
2021. The de-skinned body of 
the male radio-collared tiger 
on dispersal was found in 
Amdari village of Satna dis-
trict on Sunday, 31 October. 
The list is long.

Panna is just one example, 
tiger killing-- either poach-
ing or shooting as a result 
of man-animal conflict-- is 
taking place almost across 
the nation.

In October this year, a 
strong force of about 400 
security personnel was de-
ployed to kill a man-eater 
near Valmiki Tiger reserve 
(VTR) in Bihar. In the VTR- 
part of the Terai Arc Land-
scape (TAL) --the number of 
tigers has gone up from 10 in 
2006 to over 50 in 2022. It 
was also a cause of concern 
for the conservationists. This 
was another case of increas-
ing man-tiger conflict as more 
tigers turned pests necessitat-
ing their elimination.  In the 
last three years, 125 people 
have died in India in the 
conflict with the cats.” The 
root cause behind the tiger 
killing was the same--more 
tigers, less jungle, shrinking 
tiger corridors and the prey 
base. In fact the whole TAL 
or the low land area of the 
Himalayas--mainly spread 
over three states of India 
namely Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar--has been 
facing this problem . TAL is 

one of the most fragmented 
and threatened ecosystems in 
Asia. The VTR runs parallel 
to the foothills of the Hima-
layas.

India may boast a rise in 
its tiger numbers and that 
80 % of the population of 
the big cat is found in India, 
situation of the tiger habi-
tat from corner to corner in 
the country is alarming. It 
is under tremendous stress. 
Many reserves in India have 
already touched or crossed 
its tiger carrying capacity 
leading to territorial fights 
among the big cats.   This 
also leads to tiger deaths. The 
area of a tiger reserve cannot 
be increased and a tiger has 
to move out to create a new 
territory to survive. And the 
tiger is extremely vulnerable 
when it wanders in unpro-
tected area in the absence of 
safe  and undisturbed jungle 
corridors. With flourishing 
illegal international 

Illegal trade of tiger body 
parts, a tiger is always a pre-
cious commodity for poach-
ers. If it survives, a speeding 
truck or train may run over 
the animal.  Then the expand-
ing coal mines and other il-
legal mining activities have 
also threatened the tiger and 
its habitat. Tiger movement 
in the open forests also leads 
to man-tiger conflict, a phe-
nomenon rising alarmingly 
in many parts of India.

A report released by 
the World Wildlife Fund 

(WWF) and  United Nation-
al Environment Programme 
(UNEP) last year  revealed 
that as many as 35 % of In-
dia’s tiger ranges are outside 
protected areas and human-
animal conflict affects over 
75 per cent of the world’s 
wild cat species. The report 
“A Future for All – A Neces-
sity for Human-Wildlife Co-
existence”, examined rising 
human-wildlife conflicts. A 
report of Dehradun based 
Wildlife Institute of India 
(WII) had also portrayed a 
similar picture in 2015.

Now more and more pro-
tected areas have poor con-
nectivity with other jungles 
which are fragmented  from 
one another. The jungle cor-
ridors are under extreme 
anthropogenic pressure.  
Amidst intense human ac-
tivities including farming on 
the fringe areas of the tiger re-
serves, there are several hori-
zontal structures coming up 
in forest areas. They include 
highways and expansion 
of railway tracks leading to 
large scale tree felling shrink-
ing further the forested area.  
This has threatened the en-
vironment hotspots like 
Western Ghats also. And all 
the iconic species including 
tiger and elephant are under 
threat.

After 50 years of the grand 
success the Project Tiger 
–launched on 1 April 1973-- 
India should have a relook 
at this great conservation 

programme for the iconic 
cat.  This has become all the 
more important in view of cli-
mate change.  As a developing 
nation, we also need to strike 
a balance between economics 
and environment.

When the Project Tiger was 
launched, it also aimed at en-
suring a viable population of 
the Bengal tiger in its natural 
habitats and “preserving ar-
eas of biological importance 
as a natural heritage that rep-
resent the diversity of ecosys-
tems across the tiger›s range 
in the country”.  The task 
force behind the Project also 
envisioned the tiger reserves 
as “breeding nuclei”, from 
which surplus animals would 
migrate to adjacent forests. 
“Funds and commitment 
were mustered to support the 
intensive program of habitat 
protection”, reminisces a for-
mer officer of Indian Forest 
Service.  Fifty years later, it›s 
the right time to review and   
take stock of the conservation 
work in earnest.  Can we do 
a repeat of Project Tiger to 
safeguard our forest wealth 
in the times of global warm-
ing when survival of forest 
and tiger is  correlated with 
the survival of mankind.
Deshdeep Saxena is a Bhopal-
based senior journalist. He also 
has an enduring interest in wild-
life, its habitat and the environ-
ment. He is  author of a book on 
tiger crisis--”BREATHLESS, 
Hunted and Hounded, the Tiger 
Runs for Its Life.”

Tiger population likely to be doubled, 
but uphill tasks ahead 
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The National Company 
Law Appellate Tribunal 
(“NCLAT”) in the case M/s. 
Aswathi Agencies v Bijoy 
Prabhakaran Pulipra & Ors, 
the Chennai Bench, com-
prising of Judicial Member, 
Justice M Venugopal and 
the Technical Member, Mr. 
Kanthi Narahari observed 
while adjudicating an ap-
peal filed and has held that 
there is no fetter, embargo, 
or any legal impediment for 
a Trust to become a Resolu-
tion Applicant.
Facts of the Case:

The Corporate Debtor, 
PVS Memorial Hospital Pri-
vate Limited runs a hospital 
and was admitted into Cor-
porate Insolvency Resolu-
tion Process by the Adjudi-
cating Authority. Thus, M/s. 
Lissie Medical Institutions 
(the Successful Resolution 
Applicant or SRA) being a 
medical institution and a 
Charitable Trust which is 
registered under the Indian 
Trust Act, 1882. The resolu-
tion plan was submitted by 
the Successful Resolution 
Applicant for the Corpo-
rate Debtor which was ap-
proved by the Committee of 
Creditors. Subsequently, on 
March 16, 2021, the Adjudi-
cating Authority approved 
the plan.

The Appellant or Opera-
tional Creditor, M/s Aw-

asthi Agencies being an 
Operational Creditor of 
the Corporate Debtor who 
had regularly supplied 
medicines to the Corporate 
Debtor. The payments of the 
Operational Creditor for the 
period of June 2017 to April 
2019 was being withheld by 
the Corporate Debtor and 
GST was paid by the Opera-
tional Creditor to the tune of 
Rs. 12 Lakhs. Therefore, the 
Resolution Plan did not pro-
vide at least for the return 
of GST sum to the Opera-
tional Creditor. Hence, the 
order dated March 16, 2021 
was challenged before the 
NCLAT by the Operational 
Creditor, wherein opposing 
the approved plan.
Contentions Made By Ap-
pellant:

It was argued by the Oper-

ational Creditor that the Ex-
act Value of the land and the 
properties of the Corporate 
Debtor had not been taken 
into account of Resolution 
Professional. However, the 
valuation of the item wise 
Land, Property, Hospital 
Equipment’s and Machin-
eries and the Hospital Fa-
cilities which are held by the 
Corporate Debtor were in-
tentionally not disclosed by 
the Resolution Professional.

Therefore, the Success-
ful Resolution Applicant 
through its Resolution Plan 
was only vying for purchas-
ing the another Hospital 
for a meagre price. As the 
successfully Resolution 
Applicant being a Chari-
table Public Trust, created 
by a registered Deed under 
the Indian Trust Act, 1882 

and cannot be a Charitable 
Public Trust. Thus. The act 
of acquiring the Corporate 
Debtor under the Resolu-
tion Plan, cannot be placed 
of under the purview of any 
of the Charitable Purpose. 
Further, the court observed 
that the Successful Resolu-
tion Applicant was not being 
eligible to be a Resolution 
Applicant.
NCLAT Decision:

It was observed by the 
bench that under Section 
3(23)(d) of the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, 
a ‘Person’ is defined and it 
includes a Trust. Thus, there 
being no Embargo/ Fetter 
or a Legal Impediment, for 
a Trust to be a Resolution 
Applicant.

Accordingly, the court dis-
missed the plea.

IN COURT

NCLAT Chennai: No 
Fetter, Embargo Or Legal 
Impediment For A Trust To Be 
A Resolution Applicant

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case State of West 
Bengal v. Subhas Dutta observed and has is-
sued a notice in the plea assailing the direc-
tion of the National Green Tribunal, Eastern 
Zone Bench, Kolkata to the West Bengal Gov-

ernment for ensuring that public transport 
vehicles below BS-IV are phased out within 
a period of six months.
The bench comprising of Justice Sanjay 
Kishan Kaul and Justice A.S. Oka observed 
while issuing a notice and has stayed the op-
eration of the impugned direction.
In the present case, Senior Counsel, Ms. 
Manninder Acharya appearing on behalf of 
the State Government informed the Bench 
that the State is aggrieved by the aforesaid 
direction of the NGT, which implies that af-
ter six months only BS-VI vehicles would be 
ply in the State of West Bengal which will 
include the cities of Kolkata and Howrah. It 
was submitted by her that no motor vehicles 
that conforms to the emission standard of 
Bharat Stage-IV were to be sold or registered 
in the country after 01.04.2020. Further, she 
argued that registration of BS-IV vehicles 
was permitted till March, 2020, so suppose 

a vehicle was being registered before the cut 
off date, it would not complete 15 years in the 
next six months. It was also submitted that 
the 15 year period has to be counted from the 
date of registration, otherwise it will make 
the vehicle unusable even before it attains 
15 years.
However, the Calcutta High Court in the 
year 2008 had passed directions to phase 
out commercial vehicles that are more than 
15 years old. The NGT passed similar orders 
on 11.08.2016 and 01.10.2020.
Further, the NGT, in its impugned order 
dated 26.07.2022, had passed a slew of di-
rections to the State of West Bengal, one of 
direction was the phasing out of old vehicles, 
precisely, vehicles more than 15 years old. 
Further, it has been noted by the NGT that 
a ‘few lakhs’ private and commercial vehicle 
older than 15 years ply in the cities of West 
Bengal. The NGT directed that all the old 
commercial and private vehicles in the State 
be phased out within a period of six months.
Accordingly, the NGT directed that while 
phasing out of the old vehicles, a move to-
wards use of cleaner and greener technology 
with the introduction of Compressed Natu-
ral Gas (CNG) Buses/Electric Buses may be 
expedited.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: STAYED NGT’S 
DIRECTION TO STATE OF WEST 
BENGAL TO PHASE OUT PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT VEHICLES BELOW BS-IV 
WITHIN 6 MONTHS

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court 
in the case Nitisha 
v. Union of India 

observed wherein an ap-
plication was filled in a plea 
seeking rank promotion for 
women army officers, the 
court cautioned the Army 
authorities (Defence Minis-
try) that it would pass an pe-
remptory order to ensure the 
promotion of women army 
officers. Further, the court 
expressed concern that the 
authorities are not treating 
the women officers fairly in 
giving promotions.

The bench comprising of 
CJI, Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud and P.S. Narasimha 
observed and a message has 
been conveyed to the Ad-
ditional Solicitor General, 
Mr. Sanjay Jain appearing 
in the matter that the Army 
authorities should set their 
house in order and apprise 
the Bench for taking of the 
steps to ensure promotion of 
women army officers.

It stated that, We feel you 
have not been fair to these 
women officers. you set 
your house in order and tell 
us what you are doing, We 
are going to pass peremptory 
order 

It was observed that the 

ASG had informed the 
Bench that 150 seats have 
been sanctioned for the pro-
motion. The counsel, Senior 
Advocate, Ms. V. Mohana ap-
pearing for the women offi-
cers have expressed anguish 
that after the order in the 
case, the Secretary, Ministry 
of Defence v. Babita Puniya, 
1200 officers, the male ju-
nior to the petitioners have 
been promoted. Thus, it was 
submitted by her that the stu-
dents, male officers who have 
been taught and are trained 
by the women army officers 
have been promoted and are 
Command No. 1. Ms. Mohana 
was bemused that in October 

a batch of male officers was 
and considered for promo-
tion in the Selection Board 
SB3, but the women officers 
were not being considered.

It has been asked by the CJI 
to the ASG, why did you not 
consider the women officers 
in October?. At the request of 
the Senior Counsel appear-
ing for the petitioner the CJI 
orally asked the ASG for 
not announcing the results 
of male officers who were 
considered in October until 
the women officers are to be 
cleared for promotion.

It has orally been stated by 
CJI, ‘Mr. Jain you have to do 
two things’

In October, it was held in 
pursuance to SB3 held for 
male officers, no male of-
ficers be posted until their 
(women officers) SB3 is 
complete;

Thus, the SB2 for male of-
ficers for promotion will not 
be held until they (women 
officers) are considered.

It has been assured by the 
ASG to the bench that the 
Ministry is committed to the 
cause of the women officers 
and steps would be taken 
to ensure the promotion of 
women officers.

Accordingly, the court will 
take up the matter on Tues-
day.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: SAYS ARMY NOT 
BEING FAIR TO WOMEN OFFICERS 
IN GIVING PROMOTIONS; ‘SET 
YOUR HOUSE IN ORDER’
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case 
Mohd Sabeer @ Shabir Hussain 
vs Regional Manager UPSRTC 
observed in its judgment delivered 
on 9 December 2022, the court 
stated that socio-economic back-
ground of the claimants must be 
considered while awarding com-
pensation in cases of permanent 
disability which are caused due to 
motor accidents.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Krishna Murari and Justice S. Ra-
vindra Bhat observed while allow-
ing the appeal filed by the claimant, 
wherein seeking enhancement of 
motor accident compensation.

In the present case, the Motor 

Accident Claims Tribunal had 
awarded him a compensation of 
Rs.15,76,465/-. Thus, the appeal 
was allowed by the Delhi High 
Court enhancing the compensa-
tion to Rs.16,70,932/-.

In an appeal, it has been noted 
by the Apex Court bench that the 
claimant had suffered perma-
nent disability of 70% and has an 
amputated the right lower limb 
amongst other injuries.

However, the court stated that 
the appellant not being a salaried 
person but is self-employed who 
manages his business and for 
the Appellant to be able to aug-
ment his income, the Appellant is 
most definitely required to move 
around. As the Appellant can 

also not drive on his own, which 
hinders his mobility further. This 
being the proof that the functional 
disability of the Appellant will se-
verely impact his earning capacity, 
and the 35% functional disability 
which is calculated by the High 
Court is incorrect in the facts and 
circumstances of the case and in 
view of this court the loss of future 
earning capacity must be calculat-
ed at 60%.

While allowing the appeal, it 
has been held by the court that 
the appellant/claimant is held en-
titled to be awarded compensation 
to the tune of Rs. 38,70,120/- along 
with 9% interest per annum from 
the date of making the application.

Further, it was observed by the 

bench that the persons from mar-
ginalized backgrounds often face 
an additional layer of discrimina-
tion due to bodily disabilities.

The court stated that this is be-
cause persons from marginalized 
sections of the society already face 
severe discrimination due to a lack 
of social capital, and a new dis-
ability more often than not com-
pounds to such discrimination. 
Therefore, in such circumstances, 
to preserve the essence of justice, 
it becomes the duty of the Court to 
at the very least restore the claim-
ant as best as possible to the posi-
tion he was in before the occur-
rence of the disability, and to do so 
compensation must be awarded in 
a liberal manner.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Socio-Economic 
Background Should Be Considered While 
Awarding Motor Accident Compensation 
In Permanent Disability Cases
TDG NETWORK 
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The hydrogen econ-
omy is in nascent 
phase, and the regu-

latory framework will be the 
guiding factor in determin-
ing how sooner, hydrogen 
economy can help in decar-
bonization, particularly in 
difficult-to-abate sectors. 
Currently, it is used in fuel 
cells to power vehicles and to 
generate electricity.. It is also 
used as a fuel for rockets and 
in some industrial processes. 

Hydrogen is a highly versa-
tile natural resource. It can 
be used to produce electric-
ity by reacting with air, or 
can be combusted to pro-
duce heat or can be used as 
a mean of storing renewable 
energy from other sources 
like wind energy. This prop-
erty of hydrogen, particular-
ly, its ability to be used as a 
medium of storage makes it 
a great alternative to other 
methods such as large-scale 
batteries that produce huge 
amounts of toxic waste.

India’s current regulatory 
framework

On India’s 75th Indepen-
dence Day, the Honourable 
Prime Minister unveiled the 
National Hydrogen Mission 
for making India a global 
centre of green hydrogen. 
The Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy is slated to 
release the draft document 
for National Hydrogen mis-
sion that is currently under 
inter-ministerial consulta-
tions. 

Some of the key aspects re-
garding the Hydrogen Mis-
sion that are expected to be 
featured in the upcoming 
draft are:

1. Targeted policy di-
rections: In the budget high-

lights released by MNRE, 
there is expected to be a 
short term and long-term 
framework for promotion 
and development of green 
hydrogen supply chain.

2. Mandatory con-
sumption in certain indus-
tries: Consumption obliga-
tions of green hydrogen are 
likely to be made mandatory 
in petroleum and fertilizer 
industries. This expected 
policy is similar to the ex-
isting policy for mandatory 
purchasing of certain mini-
mum amount of renewable 
energy by electricity distri-
bution companies.

Recently, the government 
proposed amendments to 
the Oilfield (Regulation and 
Development) Act, 1984 by 
bringing hydrogen within 
the ambit of ‘mineral oils’ 
to allow the government to 
grant a licence for its explo-
ration and production while 
promoting ‘ease of doing 
business’ in the country. 

Prior to any such regula-
tions on hydrogen in the 
country, it would be de-
lusional to think that in 
the legal and regulatory 
framework, hydrogen can 
be treated similar to other 
energy resources. To de-
velop a sufficient market-
ing and distribution model 
for hydrogen in India, vari-
ous factors have to be taken 
into considerations, that are 
unique to this sector. Attrac-
tion of investment, financing 
structures, operational re-
quirements, revenue stream 
arrangements among many 
other facets have to be taken 
into consideration, and this 
requires a streamlined regu-
latory framework.

Thus, prior to enactment of 
laws or policy, it is pertinent 
to spend resources on R&D 
to understand if there is a 
need for a separate hydro-
gen regulation or if it can be 
accommodated by amend-
ing the existing frameworks 
similar to Petroleum minis-
try’s suggestion of including 
it under the definition of 

“Mineral Oils”.
Every country closely 

monitors and regulates as-
pects of private or public be-
haviour that may be harmful 
to governmental and societal 
interests. To ensure compli-
ance, the rules are backed up 
by either penalties or incen-
tives. Uniform regulation is 
required to prevent market 
failure, to rein in anti-com-
petitive practises, and to pro-
mote public interest. Public 
and private sectors can be 
encouraged be more indulg-
ing by investing in this sec-
tor, and foreign investment 
should be welcomed. 

The article thus, discusses 
the policies and initiatives 
brought in by Government 
of India and provides a 
comparative analysis with 
the global trend regarding 
hydrogen policy framework. 

Developments around the 
world

USA
The US in 2020 released 

the Hydrogen Program Plan 
also known as H2@scale 
which primarily focuses on 

“the near-, mid-, and long-

term production, delivery, 
storage, and use of hydro-
gen derived from diverse 
domestic energy sources” . 
The H2@scale plan focuses 
on mainly “research, devel-
opment and demonstration 
of activities related to Hy-
drogen.”  

In the USA, the federal 
government undertakes 
research, development and 
demonstration of hydrogen 
products and infrastructure 
which can be implemented 
by the State or by the indus-
try players.  

The US H2@scale plan 
focuses mainly on research 
and developments and does 
not really aim to push the 
US to becoming a “Hydro-
gen Economy” like the EU 
Hydrogen Strategy. Addi-
tionally, the H2@scale does 
not give any preference to 

“Green Hydrogen.”  Thus, 
this plan mainly concen-
trated on the R&D related 
to Hydrogen rather than 
laying down policies and 
guidelines to be followed 
for commercialisation of 
Hydrogen.

South Korea
In South Korea  the Hy-

drogen Economy Promo-
tion and Hydrogen Safety 
Management Law (“Hydro-
gen Law”) was passed in 
January 2020 and will be 
applicable from 2021 . The 
law mainly deals with “hy-
drogen vehicles, charging 
stations and fuel cells.”  The 

law provides for framework 
“subsidies, commercialisa-
tion processes, loans and tax 
exemptions.”  It also encour-
ages investment companies 
to be registered as “hydro-
gen investment companies” 
and provides appropriate 
benefits for being registered 
as the same.  

The law provides for: 1) 
transparency in the Hy-
drogen pricing system, 2) 
safety checks at three stag-
es namely, “technological 
safety at the design stage, 
an on-site examination upon 
completion of a facility, and 
annual safety checks”  and 3) 
it allows the government to 
instruct industry operators 
to install hydrogen charging 
stations and to install hydro-
gen fuel cells.  

These aspects of the Hy-
drogen law will help the 
South Korean government 
push its agenda for “Hydro-
gen economy.”  

After analysing these for-
eign frameworks, we can 
conclude two important 
takeaways.

1. These countries 
booming hydrogen econo-
my, have chosen to regulate 
hydrogen under a separate 
framework and not includ-
ing it under the already exist-
ing legislation.

2. Both South Korea 
and the EU have focused on 
market growth and promot-
ing the concept of a “hydro-
gen economy” by establish-

ing proper governance.
We shall now analyse these 

factors under the Indian 
context and provide a way 
forward for the currently 
developing hydrogen policy 
in India.

On 17th February 2022, the 
Ministry of Power released 
the Green Hydrogen Policy.  
This was released in pursu-
ance to National Hydrogen 
Mission launched by the 
Prime Minister.  

The Policy provides for 
the definition of Green 
Hydrogen and Green Am-
monia which is based on 
the method of production.  
The policy recognises Hy-
drogen or Ammonia pro-
duced by “the electrolysis 
of water using Renewable 
energy, including Renew-
able energy which has been 
banked and the Hydrogen/
Ammonia produced from 
biomass.”  

The features of the policy:
1) Waiver of Charges: 

The policy provides for a 
waiver of inter-state trans-
mission charges for a period 
of 25 years to the producer of 
Green Hydrogen/Ammonia 
if the project was commis-
sioned before 30th June 
2025.  

2) Using Renewable 
energy for production: From 
the definition of Green Hy-
drogen/Ammonia, it is clear 
that Renewable energy 
sources must be used dur-
ing the production of the 

Hydrogen/Ammonia for it to 
be classified as “Green.” The 
policy provides that a pro-
ducer  can source Renewable 
energy from Renewable en-
ergy plants, from Third par-
ties or can procure Renew-
able energy from the Power 
Exchange.  The policy also 
provides for Open access for 
sourcing Renewable energy 
within 15 days of receipt of 
application.  

It should also be noted 
that the policy provides 
for Banking of Renewable 
energy used for making 
Green Hydrogen/Ammo-
nia . It allows Banking for 30 
days . The policy also fixes 
the maximum rate a State 
Commission can charge for 
the Banking . 

3) Connectivity: The 
policy provides that ISTS 
connectivity will be pro-
vided for Green Hydrogen/
Ammonia on a priority basis 
under the Electricity (Trans-
mission System Planning, 
Development and Recovery 
of Inter-State Transmission 
Charges) Rules, 2021 . 

4) Land/Manufac-
turing Parks: The policy 
provides that Land in Re-
newable energy  parks can 
be allotted for the manufac-
turing of Green Hydrogen/
Ammonia.  Additionally, 
the policy also states that the 
Government will set up Man-
ufacturing Zones in which a 
Green Hydrogen/Ammonia 
production plants can be set 

up. 
5) Port provisions: 

The policy allows for manu-
facturers of Green Hydrogen/
Ammonia to set up bunkers 
near Ports for storage of 
Green Hydrogen/Ammonia.  
This move will help with the 
import/export of Green Hy-
drogen/Ammonia.

6) RPO Compliance: 
The Renewable energy used 
for the production of Green 
Hydrogen/Ammonia in ex-
cess of the manufacturer’s 
obligation shall count to-
wards the RPO compliance 
of the DISCOM in whose 
area the project is located. 

7) Portal for Statutory 
Clearances and permissions: 
The Ministry of New and Re-
newable Energy (MNRE) 
will establish a portal for all 
statutory clearances and per-
missions required to manu-
facture, store, transport and 
distribute Green Hydrogen/
Ammonia . The policy also 
provides that all the relevant 
authorities and agencies will 
strive to provide clearances 
30 days from the date of the 
application.  

Hydrogen has the potential 
to becomes the future fuel, 
however, there are several 
disadvantages attached to 
hydrogen fuel, first of all 
it is difficult to store and 
transport hydrogen. Unlike 
other fuels, such as gasoline 
or natural gas, hydrogen is a 
gas at room temperature and 
pressure, so it requires spe-
cialized storage and trans-
portation infrastructure. 
This require additional ex-
penditure on infrastructure 
which ultimately would not 
lead to increase in cost of 
fuel. Further, hydrogen fuel 
cells are currently not as ef-
ficient as gasoline engines, so 
they are not as widely used 
in transportation. Also, the 
production of hydrogen re-
lies heavily on fossil fuels, 
which means that a transi-
tion to a hydrogen economy 
would require a significant 
shift to renewable energy 
sources. 

NEW ENERGY

HYDROGEN ECONOMY: THE FUTURE FUEL

Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) Science 
& Technology; Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) 
Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, 
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Pensions, Atomic En-
ergy and Space, Dr. Jitendra 
Singh today said that PM 
Narendra Modi led govern-
ment is dedicated to those 
who were left out of main-
stream by the previous gov-
ernments. 

The Union Minister said 
this during ‘Divyang Pari-
var Maha-Samelan’ organ-
ised at Kathua in Jammu 
and Kashmir at the initia-
tive of a social organization 
SAKSHAM.

During his address, Dr. Ji-
tendra Singh said that from 
the day PM Narendra Modi 
took oath as the Prime Min-
ister of India, certain drastic 
steps were taken by him for 
the welfare of Divyangs. Be 
that the fee remission for 
Divyangs in Civil Services 
Examination, two choices 
of home cadre for Divyangs 
qualifying civil services 
examination, increase in 
reservation for Divyangs 

from 3 percent to 4 percent, 
increase in the Divyang 
pension etc., every other 
step has been taken by this 
government for the welfare 
of Divyangs, he added.

For the welfare of Divy-
angs, Dr. Jitendra Singh said 
that 15000 posts meant 
for Divyangs which were 
earlier not filled were filled 
under a special drive by 
the government which was 
only possible under PM 

Narendra Modi who sug-
gested that the term ‘Divy-
ang’ (Divine Body) instead of 

‘Viklang’ be used for persons 
with disability.

Dr. Jitendra Singh also said 
that for making India reach 
the top leaving behind ev-
ery other developed nation 
in terms of development in 
coming years, the Divyangs 
cannot be left out, they also 
need to contribute in the 
national development of na-

tion for the next twenty-five 
years of Journey of ‘Sankalp 
se Siddhi’ so that their con-
tribution will too be written 
in the golden words when 
India would be achieving its 
centenary of independence.

Dr. Jitendra Singh also 
said that this government 
has repealed more than 
1600 obsolete and outdated 
laws which were a great hin-
drance in the development 
of the country and many 

such laws were also either 
amended or repealed for the 
welfare of Divyangs like the 
Divyang Pension Rules etc.

Dr. Jitendra Singh further 
said that providing ‘Digital 
Life Certificate’ to the pen-
sioners using ‘Face Rec-
ognition Technology’ has 
been one of the drastic steps 
taken by the government for 
the convenience of the pen-
sioners who were earlier 
facing many inconvenienc-

es regarding continuation of 
their pensions.

Appreciating SAKSHAM 
for organising this ‘Divy-
ang Parivar Maha-Samelan’ 
at Kathua today, Dr. Jiten-
dra said that this ‘Maha-
Samelan’ organised is also 
a step towards ‘Sankalp se 
Siddhi’ and is the first-ever 

‘Maha-Samelan’ organised 
so far for the welfare of Di-
vyangs.

During the program, Dr. 

Jitendra Singh distributed 
kits among 10 TB patients 
adopted by him to take 
care of their daily needs to 
accomplish PM Narendra 
Modi’s vision of TB Free In-
dia by 2025.

Also during the event, MD 
& CE of Jammu and Kash-
mir Bank, Baldev Prakash 
contributed 100 wheel-
chairs and 100 special tricy-
cles under ‘Corporate Social 
Responsibility’ to ‘SAKSH-

AM’ in presence of Union 
Minister, Dr. Jitendra Singh.

Besides thousands of Di-
vyangs, the ‘Maha-Samelan’ 
was attended by National 
Joint Secretary, SAKSHAM 
Anurag Kumar,President 
SAKSHAM J&K Abhay 
Pargal, DDC Vice Chairman 
Kathua and Executive Mem-
ber, SAKSHAM, Sh. Raghu-
nandan Singh Babloo, Dep-
uty Commissioner, Kathua 
and SSP Kathua. 

DEVELOPMENT

PM Modi led government is dedicated to those left out of 
mainstream by previous governments, says Dr. Jitendra Singh

TDG NETWORK 

Dr. Singh distributes kits among 10 TB patients adopted by him to take care of their 
daily needs to accomplish PM Narendra Modi’s vision of TB Free India by 2025
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DEMONSTRATIONS

PERU PROTESTS: AT LEAST 20 
INJURED IN CLASHES BETWEEN 
PROTESTERS AND POLICE
TDG NETWORK
PERU

At least 20 people, including 
four police officers, were in-
jured on Saturday in clashes 
between protesters and po-
lice in the southern Peru-
vian city of Andahuaylas, 
reported CNN.

The Ombudsman’s office 
said a number of people 
had been detained. The ex-
act number of detainees, 
however, was not men-
tioned. The Ombudsman’s 
office repeated its “call to the 
population not to resort to 
violent means during their 
protests” and asked the Na-
tional Police that “any ac-
tion to restore public order 
must be carried out within 
the framework of the law of 
the use of force”, according 
to CNN.

The National Police said 
that the two police offi-
cers taken captive by the 

protestors, have now been 
released and are currently 
being evaluated by medi-
cal personnel. According 
to information provided by 
Peru’s Interior Ministry, the 
reason for Saturday’s pro-
test is not yet clear, but An-
dahuaylas is one of several 
towns in the country where 
residents took to the streets 
this Friday in support of for-
mer President Pedro Cas-
tillo who was ousted earlier 
this week. It is alleged that 
Castillo attempted to dis-
solve Peru’s Congress and 
call for new elections. Based 
on the allegations, Castillo 
was removed from power 
on Wednesday.

Peruvian lawmakers de-
scribed Castillo’s move as 
a coup. He was impeached 
by lawmakers and arrested 
for the alleged crime of re-
bellion, all in one day, as per 
CNN report.

PUNITIVE ACTION

U.S. SANCTIONS ON  
SRI LANKAN ARMY OFFICER FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

The United States has im-
posed sanctions on a Sri 
Lankan military officer for 
violation of human rights, 
describing it as a bid to pro-
mote accountability for cor-
ruption and human rights 
abuses around the world.

In a statement on 9th  De-
cember, the US state depart-
ment, named Prabath Bu-
lathwatte, the former head 
of a clandestine Sri Lankan 
platoon known as the Tripoli 
Platoon, for violation of hu-
man rights. “Pursuant to Sec-
tion 7031(c), the Department 
of State is designating Bu-
lathwatte for his involvement 
in a gross violation of human 
rights, namely torture and/or 
cruel, inhuman, or degrading 
treatment or punishment of 
Sri Lankan journalist, Keith 

Noyahr, in May 2008,” 
US State Department said  
in a press statement.

These sanctions came on 
the occasion of International 
Anti-Corruption Day and 
on the eve of International 
Human Rights Day, the 
United States is taking the 
following actions to pro-
mote accountability for cor-
ruption and human rights  
abuse around the world.

Aside from the Sri Lanka 
army officer, sanctions 
were imposed on officials 
from more than a dozen 
countries including Rus-
sia, China, the Philippines,  
Vietnam, and Iran.

On Friday, the US Depart-
ment of Treasury said that 
sanctions were announced 
against two Chinese officials 
for serious human rights 
abuse in the Tibet Autono-
mous Region (TAR).

Darkness gripped 
Ukraine’s Odesa on 
Saturday as over 1.5 

million people in the port 
city were left without elec-
tricity amid dipping tem-
peratures after the energy 
facilities were hit, local me-
dia reported.

During his nightly ad-
dress, the President of 
Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said that the situation 
is very difficult in the port 
city of Odesa as the energy 
facilities might take months 
to get repaired. According 
to the Ukrainian authori-
ties, Odesa was left without 
electricity after two energy 
facilities in the area were 
attacked by drones built in 
Iran during the continuing 
conflict, causing damage to 
the energy infrastructure. 
According to officials, dur-
ing the early hours of Satur-
day, Russian strikes struck 

important transmission 
lines and machinery, as per 
local media.

Only critical infrastruc-
ture, including hospitals 
and maternity wards, had 
access to electricity, the 
 authorities said.

“As of now, the city is with-
out electricity,” Kyrylo Ty-
moshenko, deputy head of 
the presidential administra-
tion, said on messaging app 
Telegram.

Odesa, which is the larg-

est port city of Ukraine had 
a population of more than 
one million before Russia 
invaded the country on Feb-
ruary 24 this year.

Meanwhile, in November, 
the Nikopol district in south-
ern Ukraine was hit by Rus-
sian shells, according to the 
head of the Nikopol district 
military administration, as 
per reports.

“About sixty shells and 
rocket munitions fell on 
peaceful settlements,” the 

head of the administration of 
the Nikopol district, Yevhen 
Yevtushenko said in a Tele-
gram post.

“Although residential 
buildings and cars were 
damaged, no one was re-
ported injured in the shell-
ing,” Yevtushenko added.

Notably, the Zaporizhzhia 
nuclear power station, 
which is seized by Rus-
sia, is located across the 
river from the Nikopol dis-
trict, which is situated in 
the Dnipropetrovsk area,  
reported local media.

Russia launched a spe-
cial military operation in 
Ukraine on February 24, af-
ter the Donetsk and Luhansk 
People’s Republics (DPR and 
LPR) appealed for help in de-
fending themselves against 
the Kyiv forces. Russia has 
always claimed that the aim 
of its special operation is to 
demilitarize and “denazi-
fy” Ukraine and that only 
military infrastructure is 
 being targeted.

BLACKOUT

OVER 1.5 MILLION PEOPLE LEFT 
WITHOUT POWER IN UKRAINE
TDG NETWORK
KYIV

A woman in Ukraine with candles in Odesa after power cutout.

The democracy in Hong 
Kong is on the “verge of 
collapse” with principal 
opposition party, Civic 
Party winding up opera-
tions. Hong Kong’s pro-
democracy party has lost 
its relevance due to the 
prevailing conditions, local 
 media reported.

Reportedly, things have 
started changing for all the 
democratic institutions ever 
since China imposed nation-
al security law in Hong Kong 
in June 2020. Civic party 
has joined the list of insti-
tutions who have lost their 
relevance in Hong Kong, as 
per the local media. Hong 
Kong’s pro-democracy Civic 
Party chairman Alan Leong 
said that party is scheduled 
to wind up after operating 
in the city for 16 years. He 

made the announcement af-
ter no members filed nomi-
nations to take up positions 
in the executive committee.

Leong revealed that the 
Civic Party had received no 
nominations for the next 
executive committee and 
stressed that they had no 
other option left but to take 
steps to disband pending 
a final vote in emergency 
general meeting sched-
uled to be held in Febru-
ary at the earliest, as per  
the news report.

Civic Party, which cur-
rently has more than 300 
members was one of the 
major anti-government 
groups in Hong Kong, ac-
cording to the news report. 
Many leaders had left the 
party two years after the 
National Security Law came 
into effect. The Civic Party is 
scheduled to hold an annual 
general meeting on Decem-

ber 17. The party called an 
emergency meeting to pass 
a resolution to wind up the 
Civil Party Limited and  
find a liquidator.

Four former Civic Party 
lawmakers who have been 
charged under the national 
security law had called for 
the party to disband in an 
open letter in April. The let-
ter was written by former 
party leaders Alvin Yeung, 
Jeremy Tam, Kwok Ka-ki 
and Lee Yue-shun, as per 
the local media.

These leaders are among 
47 well-known political 
figures who are charged 
with conspiracy for sub-
version over their involve-
ment in unofficial legis-
lative primary elections  
held in July 2020.

Founded in 2006, the Civic 
Party had secured seats in 
the Legislative Council since 
2008. 

NO DEMOCRACY

Civic Party winding up 
operations in Hong Kong, 
democracy on ‘verge of collapse’
TDG NETWORK
HONG KONG

A group of politicians, human 
rights activists, and other intel-
lectuals held a two-day confer-
ence in Brussels, Belgium on 
8-9th December in the wake of 
Human Rights Day this week.

In a memorandum submit-
ted to European Parliament 
President Roberta Metsola, 
the intellectuals called for 
condemnation of ongoing 
genocides worldwide and de-
manded recognition of the 1971 
genocide in Bangladesh. They 
called for “the recognition of 
Bangladesh genocide of 1971, 
the condemnation of all geno-
cidal crimes currently happen-
ing across the world and the 
creation of effective pressure 
by the EU on the Government 
of Myanmar to ensure the safe 
return of Rohingya Refugees 
from Bangladesh.”

The memorandum, signed 
by over 180 people, called 
upon the European Union 

and the international commu-
nity to condemn all genocidal 
acts committed by different 
regimes and groups across 
the world. 

 Between 25th March and 
16th December, 1971, the Paki-
stani occupation army and its 
local collaborators conducted 
a systematic genocidal attack 
against the Bengali nation and 
Hindu religious groups The 
large-scale attack caused the 
killing of millions of people 
in Bangladesh and forced mi-

gration of people out of their 
homeland to neighbouring 
India where they took refuge 
for months, according to the 
memorandum.

“The Bangladeshi genocide 
was widely reported at the 
time of its occurrence, but was 
quickly forgotten by the world- 
so much so that no effort has 
so far been made by the inter-
national community to bring 
the perpetrators to justice,” 
the memorandum European 
Parliament read.

MEETING

Conference in Brussels 
for recognising 1971 
Bangladesh genocide
TDG NETWORK
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JOINT ACTION

President Xi Jinping with Mohammed bin Salman

China and the Arab states agree to 
strengthen cooperation during Xi’s visit
TDG NETWORK
RIYADH

Leaders of China and 
the member states of the 
Arab League have agreed 
to strengthen cooperation 
and enhance the China-
Arab strategic partner-
ship, according to the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry.
On the afternoon of 9th 
December, the first China-
Arab States Summit was 
held at the King Abdu-
laziz International Con-
ference Center in Riyadh, 
the capital of Saudi Ara-
bia. The Summit issued 
the Riyadh Declaration 
of the First China-Arab 
States Summit which 
announced that China 
and Arab States agreed 
to make efforts to build a 
China-Arab community 
with a “shared future in 
the new era.” Chinese 
President Xi Jinping at-
tended the Summit with 
leaders from 21 countries 
of the Arab League.
In a declaration issued 
following the first China-

Arab States Summit, the 
leaders said they hope to 
open up broader pros-
pects for the China-Arab 
strategic partnership.
China and Arab states are 
committed to deepening 
China-Arab cooperation 
in various fields through 
the mechanisms under 
the framework of the Chi-
na-Arab States Coopera-
tion Forum, according to 
the declaration.
The two sides agreed to 
make all-out efforts to 
build a China-Arab com-
munity with a shared fu-

ture in the new era.
Notably, the declaration 
said that the Arab states 
adhere to the one-China 
principle, support China 
in safeguarding its sover-
eignty and territorial in-
tegrity, and reaffirm that 
Taiwan is an inseparable 
part of China’s territory.
The leaders agreed that 
regional and internation-
al efforts should be made 
to seek political solutions 
to regional crises and is-
sues such as the crises in 
Syria, Libya and Yemen in 
accordance with relevant 

international resolutions, 
agreements and prin-
ciples.
They said they support 
the efforts to achieve a 
political settlement of the 
Ukraine crisis and restore 
security and peace in ac-
cordance with interna-
tional law, the principles 
of the UN Charter, nation-
al sovereignty, and territo-
rial integrity.
The leaders said they sup-
port the establishment of 
a Middle East zone free of 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion, in accordance with 
the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, which is the 
cornerstone of the inter-
national nuclear non-pro-
liferation regime.
Both sides agreed to 
strengthen counter-ter-
rorism efforts and reject 
“double standards” in 
the fight against terror-
ism. They also agreed 
to strengthen dialogue 
among civilizations and 
oppose Islamophobia 
 in all forms. 

DEGENERATION

AFGHAN-PAK BILATERAL DETERIORATES 
IN 2022 AFTER ‘ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPT’ ON PAK TOP DIPLOMAT
TDG NETWORK
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The ties between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan witnessed 
a new low after a top Paki-
stani diplomat, Ubaid-ur-
Rehman Nizamani was at-
tacked outside his mission 
in Kabul recently. This year, 
2022 has been a disastrous 
year for Pakistan which 
facilitated the Taliban’s re-
turn in August 2021 and 
now Islamabad is tasting its 
own medicine, local media 
reported.
After the Taliban took over 
the Afghan land in 2021, the 
very same year witnessed 
a border clash with neigh-
bouring Pakistan, and this 
year ended with an attack on 
the Kabul embassy, bring-
ing the bilateral relations to 
a stooping low and Kabul 
virtually washing its hands 
of the marauding Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) that 
uses Afghan territory for its 
operations and expansion 
in Pakistan. An “assassina-
tion attempt” targeted Paki-
stan’s top diplomat in Af-

ghanistan, Pakistan’s prime 
minister said, as tensions 
between the neighbouring 
countries simmer.
The head of mission, Ubaid-
ur-Rehman Nizamani, was 
the target of an attack on its 
embassy compound, Paki-
stan’s Foreign Ministry said 
on Friday.
Al Jazeera reported citing 
an Embassy official that the 
attacker “came behind the 
cover of houses and started 
firing” in the Embassy com-
pound.
The incident occurred after 
the Pakistani government 
urged the Taliban to cease 
terrorist attacks occurring 
from their territory. One 
year after the Taliban’s 
takeover of Kabul, border 
clashes between Afghani-

stan and Pakistan have in-
creased manifold with no 
thaw in sight anytime soon, 
reported local media.
Nizamani travelled to Ka-
bul to assume the position 
at one of the few embassies 
that had continued to func-
tion since the Taliban seized 
power in August 2021.
The ideological ties the Af-
ghan Taliban have with for-
eign militant groups like the 
TTP and the Islamic Move-
ment of Uzbekistan (IMU) 
are a significant factor in the 
resurrection of terrorist net-
works, according to Paki-
stani expert Zahid Hussain’s 
article in Dawn newspaper, 
a Pakistani publication.
According to Pakistani se-
curity researcher Moham-
med Amir Rana, the TTP 
cadres have given the ISKP 
the necessary muscle and 
are growing its support base 
throughout Pakistan. It con-
tinues to be relentless and 
set demands that Islamabad 
cannot afford to meet, with 
the help of covert Kabul, as 
per the media.

Ubaid-ur-Rehman Nizamani

TOP OF THE DAY

THREE KILLED, DOZEN 
MISSING AFTER 
EXPLOSION ON 
ISLAND OF JERSEY
ST HEILER: At least 
three people have died 
and a dozen are missing 
after an explosion at 
an apartment building 
in the Channel island 
of Jersey on Saturday, 
island’s Chief Minister 
Kristina Moore said. 
The local police was 
informed about the 
incident just before 4 
am (local time). Robin 
Smith, chief officer of the 
States of Jersey Police, 
said that emergency 
services responded to 
the site after the police 
was alerted about the 
incident. 

FEMALE 
JOURNALISTS CALL 
FOR RESUMPTION OF 
MEDIA ACTIVITIES IN 
AFGHANISTAN
KABUL:  Female journal-
ists in Afghanistan’s 
Farah province strongly 
appealed for the resump-
tion of media activities 
that have halted since the 
Taliban took control of 
Afghanistan after the US 
Forces’ retreat in August 
last year, media reported. 
Female journalists urged 
the Taliban officials to 
resume their media 
operations at a meeting 
in the province of Farah. 

“Women have not been 
allowed to continue their 
activities one hundred 
per cent up to this point, 
but they have said they 
will allow them. We will 
be happy if they allow us 
and truly abide by their 
promises,” local media 
quoted Marzia Noorzai, a 
journalist as saying.

CHINA TO SEE  
MORE COVID CASES 
BUT RECOVERY TO 
BE FAST: REPORT 
BEIJING: As millions 
of homebound citi-
zens continued to deal 
with a sudden spread 
of infections amid a 
shortage of fever medi-
cines and testing kits 
on Sunday, China’s top 
epidemiologist pre-
dicted that the country 
will record hundreds of 
thousands of cases of 
Covid-19 in the coming 
days but that the vast 
majority will recover 
in seven to ten days. 
Following the rapid 
removal of Covid limi-
tations, including the 
necessary nucleic acid 
testing last week, Bei-
jing appeared empty on 
Sunday despite the fact 
that most malls, shops, 
and restaurants were 
open. 

4 KILLED AFTER 
MORTAR LANDS 
NEAR PAK-AFGHAN 
BORDER 
KABUL: At least four 
people died and 20 
others were injured 
after a mortar landed 
near Afghanistan’s Spin 
Boldak gate, Tolo News 
reported citing sources.
Spin Boldak is a border 
town in the southern 
Kandahar province of 
Afghanistan and next to 
the border with Paki-
stan. Taking to Twitter, 
ToloNews informed, “At 
least four people were 
killed and 20 others 
were wounded after a 
mortar landed near Spin 
Boldak gate, a source 
told TOLOnews. 

TDG NETWORK
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INFRINGEMENT

China disregards UK report on 
its human rights violations
Beijing has disregarded a re-
cent report from the British 
Foreign Office that explains 
how China’s human rights 
situation is getting worse. 
“China has always been 
committed to promoting 
and protecting the human 
rights and basic freedoms 
of its people, and has made 
great progress in the human 
rights cause, which is a fact 
acknowledged by anyone 
free of prejudice,” the Chi-
nese Embassy in Britain 
said, in response to the re-
port. 

The Chinese  embas-
sy said that affairs re-
lated to Xinjiang, Hong 
Kong, and Tibet are all 
China’s internal affairs. 
In a report titled, “Human 
Rights and Democracy,” 
the British foreign office 
said the human rights situ-
ation in China continued 
to deteriorate in 2021, and 
“widespread, systematic 
human rights violations and 

abuses in Xinjiang grew. 
“Extensive restrictions 
continued to be imposed on 
media freedom, freedom of 
religion or belief and rule of 
law. Restrictions on LGBT+ 
and gender rights also per-
sisted, as did those imped-
ing civil society from operat-
ing freely,” the report said. 
In Hong Kong, the British 
foreign office said civil lib-
erties have been curtailed, 
particularly freedom of 
speech.

The British government 
said China’s authorities 
continued to pursue policies 
that violated human rights, 
including the extra-judicial 

detention of Uyghur Mus-
lims and other minorities in 
political reeducation camps. 
“Further credible and com-
pelling evidence emerged 
of invasive surveillance of 
minorities, forced labour, 
and forced birth control,” 
the report added. The Brit-
ish foreign office reported 
that in 2021, China’s au-
thorities continued the im-
plementation of advanced 
technologies in ways which 
violated human rights. 
“Mass surveillance and 
‘predictive policing’ algo-
rithms were used to enable 
repression in Xinjiang. Me-
dia reporting indicated the 

use of similar technologies 
elsewhere in China, such as 
software to track ‘suspicious 
people’, facial recognition 
software targeting specific 
ethnicities, and social media 
analysis to monitor Chinese 
citizens living overseas,” the 
human rights report said. 
In response to COVID-19, 
the Chinese authorities 
have increased surveillance, 
monitoring, and track-
ing of China’s population. 
“There have been reports 
that ‘health code’ apps have 
been manipulated to restrict 
the movement of human 
rights defenders,” the UK 
report added.

TDG NETWORK
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Lobsang vists Japan

POLITICAL UNREST

China’s political turmoil continues 
as CCP faces leadership challenge 

The Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) continues to face 
leadership problems, such as 
the test of long-term rule, re-
form and modernization, re-
vitalise the market economy, 
and of the external environ-
ment, despite the election 
of Xi Jinping for an unprec-
edented third term.

The primary cause behind 
the loss of faith in Xi’s lead-
ership as well as that of the 
CCP by the Chinese masses 
is attributed to passive cor-
ruption, party’s authoritar-
ian style of working and the 
separation of government 
from the masses. Accord-
ing to Liu Haixing, deputy 
director of the Central Na-
tional Security Commission 
office, who recently wrote an 
article on national security 
issues and the national chal-
lenges facing the communist 
government are bound to cre-
ate new problems in future. 
In his article which discusses 

difficulties faced by China 
in terms of political means, 
Haixing quotes President 
Xi Jinping’s report from the 
20th Party Congress, which 
notes that the nation has 
entered a developmental 
phase in which strategic op-
portunities, risks, and diffi-
culties are present, however 
uncertainties and unantici-
pated factors are growing. 
Haixing issues a warning 
that various “grey rhino” 
and “black swan” disasters 
could happen at any time. 
The CCP has persistent and 
recurrent issues with its 
working methods, the estab-
lishment of a clean govern-
ment, and its anti-corruption 
initiatives. The Covid turmoil 
unravels, shocking the party 
leadership for the first time 
since the Tiananmen Square 
riots, making this obser-
vation almost prophetic.  
Regarding the domestic is-
sues, Liu argues that the 
issue of unbalanced and 
insufficient development is 

still a major issue, economic 
development is dealing with 
the triple pressure of demand 
contraction, supply shock, 
and weakening expectations, 
the reform task is still diffi-
cult, significant bottlenecks 
still exist in terms of China’s 
capacity for science and 
technology innovation, and 
the security of supply chains 
involving food, energy, and 
resources is put to a signifi-
cant test.

Notably, the recent unrest 
seen in China was on 24th 
November when a fire tore 
through a residential build-
ing in the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region’s capital 
Urumqi. After the incident, 
citizens circulated the videos 
on the internet space, with 
residents screaming and de-
manding authorities to open 
exits. The residents said they 
were closed under strict Co-
vid-19 restrictions that have 
been in place for more than 
100 days and have caused 
widespread hardship.
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HIGH INFLATION

SRI LANKA RECORDS DECLINE IN CROP YIELD, 
FOOD INFLATION RATES  SEE UPTICK TREND 
Sri Lanka once again leaned 
on a Chinese company to 
supply organic fertiliser, 
but this time they were 
duped because the organic 
fertiliser they received failed 
both rounds of the National 
Plant Quarantine Services 
(NPQS) test due to excessive 
contamination. Moreover, 
the Chinese firm also pres-
surized Sri Lanka for the 
payment of contaminated 
fertilizer during the island 
nation’s worst economic 
crisis, Indo Pacific Centre 
for Strategic Communica-
tions reported.

However, the SL govern-
ment’s choice to transition to 
organic fertilisers had a neg-
ative impact on the nation’s 
crop productivity, leading 
to one of the highest rates of 
food inflation in the world. 
Notably, Sri Lanka was the 
first country to ban chemi-
cal fertilizers in April 2021. 
The island nation, in a bid to 
save USD 400 million, the 
then President, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa prohibited the 
import of chemical fertiliz-

ers and decide to opt for the 
usage of organic fertilizers. 
On 11 August, 2021, a 
Chinese business, Qing-
dao Seawin Biotech Group 
Co. Ltd., was awarded 
a contract for the provi-
sion of organic fertiliser. 
Following receipt of the con-
tract, Qingdao group agreed 
to supply 99,000 metric 
tonnes of organic fertil-
iser over the course of four 
shipments to Ceylon Fertil-
izer Company (CFC) and 
Colombo Commercial Fer-
tilizers, two local purchas-
ers in Sri Lanka, according 
to Indo Pacific Centre for 
Strategic Communications. 
However, the consign-

ment  received by  Sri 
Lanka was found se-
verely contaminated by 
bacteria named ‘Erwinia’. 
Erwinia causes plant dis-
eases and generally infects a 
huge variety of fruits, grain 
crops, and vegetables too. 

The bacteria is of Gram-
negative strain and a plant-
specific pathogen which 
degrades the plant cell wall. 
The most frequent etiologi-
cal agent of the economical-
ly significant bacterial soft 
rot is Pectobacteriumcarot
ovorum(erwinia). 

The usage of organic fertil-
iser has become very popu-
lar globally since it offers 
substantial environmental 

advantages over chemical 
fertiliser use. 

Organic matters such as 
animal manure, sewage 
sludge, and food waste 
are also used for produc-
ing organic fertilizers. 
But, keeping in mind the 
usage of excreta and other 
types of waste used in 
the formation, sanitisa-
tion is equally important. 
Many large-scale animal 
farms with more than 
10,000 pigs or 5000 cat-
tle have been created in 
China over the past few 
decades. As a result, a lot 
of animal excrement is 
created, which, if left un-
treated, is significant pol-
lution, according to Indo 
Pacific Centre for Stra-
tegic Communications. 
In fact, in China, a sizable 
flock of sheep were ob-
served wandering in circles 
for a period of 12 days with-
out stopping, according 
to several media reports. 
Some scientists believe the 
strange behaviour may be 
Listeriosis, also known as 
the “circling illness” and 
brought on by a bacterium. 
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House of Commons of 
Canada rises up,  
accepts Sindhi language 

The Canadian House of Com-
mons voted to recognise the 
Sindhi language and em-
phasised Canada’s mission 
in Pakistan to build Sindhi 
language websites to remove 
barriers to communication 
between his government and 
the Sindhi people in their na-
tive towns and homeland. 
This was emphasized by Cana-
dian MP Jeremy Patzer in the 
House of Commons in Ottawa. 
“Today, I rose in the House to 
recognize the Sindhi language. 

Canada can take a small, but 
important step to preserve 
it abroad. Doing so would 
strengthen the relationship 
between Canada and the Sin-
dhi peoples in Sindh, as well 
as other regions of Pakistan 
and the diaspora,” Jeremy 
Patzer tweeted on December 9. 
He also honored Sufi Laghari 
and Mir Muzafar Talpur of 
the Sindhi Foundation in the 
House of Commons. Sindhi 
Foundation is a Washing-
ton-based Human Rights 
body for the rights of Sin-
dhis in present Pakistan. 

Calling upon his fellow MPs 
to accord a standing ova-
tion to both of them in rec-
ognition of Sindhi as one 
of the ancient languages of 
the world “and, worth pre-
serving today,” he stated. 
“Sindhi is recognised as an 
official language of the prov-
ince of Sindh in Pakistan. It 
is not recognized as regional 
language by Canadian Con-
sulate at Karachi, nor by the 
High Commission in Islam-
abad. The lack of recognition 
of the prominent regional lan-
guage is resulting in a barrier 
of communication between 
the Canadian Consulate and 
High Commission and the 
Sindhi people. 

This needs to be changed. 
The Sindhi people deserve 
consular services in their 
own tongue,” he emphasised. 
Jeremy Patzer, a conservative 
MP elected from Cypress Hill, 
has called upon Canadian 
Consulate Karachi and High 
Commission Islamabad to 
continue to recognize Sindhi 
as official language and to 
provide services to the people 
in Sindhi language.”
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Former head of the Cen-
tral Tibetan Adminis-
tration (CTA) Lobsang 

Sangay travelled  to  Japan to 
talk about issues involving the 
Tibetan community’s human 
rights.

Sangay visited human rights 
defenders during his visit, 
including the chairs of the 
nation’s recently established 
legislative coalition group. The 
former head of the CTA said 
both chairs and secretaries as-
sured the groups of continued 
support for Tibet. “My trip to 
Tokyo ended with a pleasant 
dinner with so many friends of 
Tibet and human rights advo-
cates, including the chairs of 
the newly formed parliamen-
tary coalition group Furuya 
Keiji and Tibet parliamentary 
group, Shimumora Hakubun 
and secretaries Hiromi Mit-
subayashi, and Ishikawa Aki-
masa,” Lobsang Sangay said 

in a Facebook post on Sunday. 
Sangay, who served as Sikyong 
of the CTA from 2012 to 2021, 
informed about the establish-
ment and announcement of 
the Parliamentary Coalition 
to probe human rights viola-
tions of Tibetans, Uyghurs 
and Mongolians by China. 
“It was an incredible honour 
for me to learn from Shimu-
mora San, that the establish-
ment and announcement of 
the Parliamentary Coalition 
to Investigate and Take Ac-

tion on Human Rights Viola-
tions of Tibetans, Uyghurs 
and Mongolians by PRC was 
scheduled to coincide with 
my visit to Japan,” he said. 
Sangay said the chair of the 
newly formed parliamentary 
coalition group, shared with 
me that more than 100 Japa-
nese Parliamentarians have 
already joined the coalition 
group.

“The establishment of the 
coalition was covered by 
3 out of 4 largest Japanese 

newspapers. Also, the lower 
house passed a resolution 
condemning human rights 
violations of Tibetans, Mon-
golians and Uyghurs,” he said. 
In my address at the Parlia-
ment, the former head of the 
Tibetan govt in exile said that 
he thanked all the parliamen-
tarians, especially Sakurai 
Yoshiko who will be the ad-
viser of the coalition group. 
“Sakurai San has been a 
steadfast friend of Tibet and 
HH the Dalai Lama. I also 
have the privilege of call-
ing her my friend and it’s 
incredible to see her carry 
on the vision of the late 
PM Shinzo Abe,” he said. 
“I also want to thank heads 
of Chiba University and Re-
itaku University for hosting 
and participating at the din-
ner event. Finally sincere 
appreciation to my friend 
Rikka Okiura for translating 
my speech at the Parliament,” 
he added.

COALITION
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TIBETAN LEADER VISITS JAPAN TO  
ADDRESS HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES

UNUSUAL TACTICS

PM ALBANESE HIGHLIGHTS AUSTRALIA’S ‘UNSUBMISSIVE 
APPROACH’ TOWARDS CHINA IN G20 SUMMIT

During the G20 sum-
mit in Bali, Australian 
Prime Minister Anthony  
Albanese showcased the 
success of Canberra fol-
lowing an “unsubmissive 
approach” towards China 
by securing a meeting with 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping, The Singapore Post re-
ported. By refusing to bend 
to China’s “belligerence and 
economic coercion,” Aus-
tralia has earned China’s 
respect or Beijing’s acknowl-
edgement that its tactics will 
not work.

A sustained high-level en-
gagement between China 
and Australia will demon-
strate whether it is true. In 
the last five years, Austra-
lia’s approach to China has 
been described with “lazy” 
commentariat resorting to 
terms like ‘hardline’ and 
‘hawkish’,” as per The Sin-

gapore Post report. These 
terms can be prosecuted as 
they have implications that 
are unsettling regarding 
how nations like Austra-
lia should deal with China 
and the objectives of Aus-
tralia’s foreign policy. The 
term “hawkish” refers to 
an aggressive or warlike 

stance in foreign policy. 
According to The Singa-
pore Post, Australia in-
tends to have regional sta-
bility. However, stability 
relies on a collective sense 
of legitimacy. The report 
has raised questions that 
if legitimacy is based on 
raw power or it is based on 

a set of principles, institu-
tions, and rules that permit 
nations to cooperate with 
each other. Canberra seeks 
to follow the latter while 
China prefers the former, ac-
cording to the news report. 
Over the recent years, China 
has “targeted” Australia to 
check how far it can push the 
current international sys-
tem’s principles and rules. 
For the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP), the world is 
divided into those who use 
power and those who yield 
to it. According to the news 
report, China used “econom-
ic coercion, arbitrary deten-
tion, foreign interference 
operations, military intimi-
dation and an extraordinary 
list of grievances” it expected 
the Australian government 
to determine see if Australia 
was a “chump,” according to 
The Singapore Post report.

Australia has refused to be 
intimidated and remained 

committed to its values and 
interests. Canberra follows 
the principles and rules of 
the international system 
which underscores that 
bullying should be unac-
ceptable.

The new Labour Party 
government led by Anthony 
Albanese has removed some 
of the “rougher edges” of the 
position taken by the previ-
ous government. However, 
the Albanese-led govern-
ment has remained defiant. 
Beijing appears to have 
agreed that Australia can 
now hold high-level meet-
ings. The Australian gov-
ernment has welcomed the 
stance taken by Beijing and 
stressed that it will cooper-
ate with Beijing where pos-
sible and disagree where it is 
necessary. According to the 
report, Australia will diplo-
matically support Taiwan 
over China if it follows an “en-
tirely values-based” stance. 

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
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ETHNIC’S MISERY

Kazakhstan’s officials remain 
quiet on ‘inmates misery’ 

The “misery of ethnic Kazakh 
inmates” held in Xinjiang 
alongside Uyghur Muslims 
has been ignored from Ka-
zakh officials. The stance 
taken by Kazakh officials is in 
spite of the fact that there are 
some 200,000 people from 
China’s Xinjiang province liv-
ing in the post-Soviet country, 
many of whom already have 
ancestry ties to Kazakhstan. 

There has been some public 
concern raised regarding the 
Turkic Muslims, including 
ethnic Kazakhs and Uyghurs 
facing “genocidal restric-
tions” in Xinjiang. Families of 
Kazakhs detained in Xinjiang 
have held demonstrations 
outside the Chinese consulate 
in Almaty for more than 600 
days, according to The Na-
tional Interest report. People 
have demanded information 
regarding the whereabouts 
of their relatives. According 
to the news report, relatives 
of many Kazakh nationals 
remain detained in “re-ed-
ucation centers” and forced 
labour facilities in Xinjiang. 
Police arrested several pro-
testers with some being fined 
USD 8,400 which is equal to 

an entire year’s average sal-
ary in Kazakhstan, as per the 
news report. 

Visits of senior Chinese 
officials to their north-
western neighbour have 
been met with arrests and 
financial punishments. 
Official stories in school 
books encourage young Ka-
zakhs to support the return 
of relatives from Xinjiang 
to Kazakhstan. Chinese ter-
ritories have been home 
to more than 1.6 million 
ethnic Kazakhs since the 
1800s. The same stories 
also support the favour-
able view of China, which 
continues to exist in history 
textbooks in state schools. 
Some of the reasons for the 
picketing actions in Almaty 
lie in the “vague pro-China 
sentiments” that dominate 
Kazakh institutions, accord-
ing to The National Interest 
report. State-sponsored and 
approved textbooks stress 
on the need to increase the 
number of ethnic Kazakhs 
in Kazakhstan while re-
patriations are discussed, 
as per the news report. 
It is viewed as a key element 
for the “increased social cohe-
sion” of the country. 
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Artists 
performs 

folk dance 
during the 

National 
Shilp 

Mela, in 
Prayagraj 

on 
Saturday.

SHILP MELA

#ANANDMAHINDRA

“THE TRUTH IS THAT I WILL NEVER 
BECOME THE RICHEST.”: ANAND 
MAHINDRA
Anand Mahindra responded to a user’s post from a 
month ago asking when he would come in at number 
one on the list of richest Indians. Mahindra responded, 
“The truth is, I’ll never be the wealthiest. Because I 
never wanted this.” Forbes ranks Anand Mahindra 
91st, with a net worth of $2.1 billion.
Netizens put #anandmahindra on top trends, and 
many users appreciated Mahindra, where one of the 
users wrote, “The greatest wealth is to be a good 
person. You will also live in our hearts for thousands of 
years.”

Another user tweeted, “This statement of yours has 
put your personality on top. You are rich, but by being 
kindhearted, you are making humanity complete. 
When the whole world is engrossed in the race of 
earning money, this statement of an Indian industrial-
ist is certainly in accordance with the nature of India.”

“We need to 
understand the 
importance of 
restoring our 
old films.”

SAIRA BANU

BRAIN-PICKING 

Veteran Actress, Celebrating Dilip Kumar’s 100th Birth 
anniversary film festival

QUIRKY

ANUSHKA’S QUIRKY 
5TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY POST
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Bollywood actor Anushkha Sharma wished her husband 
Virat Kohli a happy fifth wedding anniversary on Sunday.
Anushka shared a post on Instagram, which she captioned, 
“What better day than today to post these lovely pictures to 
celebrate us, my love?” She posted a string of quirky pictures 
that displayed their bond throughout their marriage. 
In the first picture, Anushka dropped a morphed post-
er of her horror film ‘Pari’ with Virat’s face on a ghost 
standing behind her. Soon after the ‘Rab Ne Bana Di 
Jodi’ actor shared the post, fans swamped the com-
ment section and dropped heart and fire emoticons. 
Virat commented, “You definitely have the best photos of me.” 
Actress Kiara Advani dropped red-heart emoticons in the 
comment section.
In terms of her career, Anushka recently stunned everyone 
with her cameo in “Qala.” Her participation in the movie was 
kept a closely guarded secret, and it appears that following its 
release, it has become a very hot topic. Backed by Anushka’s 
brother, Karnesh Sharma’s production house, Clean Slate 
Filmz, the film stars Tripti Dimri, Swastika Mukherjee, and 
Babil Khan. It marks Babil’s official acting debut in films.

In the upcoming months, Anushka will be seen essaying 
the role of the iconic Indian pace bowler Jhulan Goswami in 
the much-talked-about film Chakda Xpress.

Anushkha Sharma and Virat Kohli.
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WOMEN’S WORLD

DEVOTION

In Indian cities, women are 
among the most frequent 
users of public transpor-

tation. According to a World 
Bank report, they took public 
transportation for 84 percent 
of their journeys.

Men and women travel 
inherently differently, ac-
cording to the World Bank’s 
toolkit on “Enabling Gender 
Responsive Urban Mobility 
and Public Spaces in India.” 
In comparison to men, more 
women (45.4%) than men 
(27.3%) prefer to walk to 
work. This report, which was 
released recently, was com-
piled with the aim of guiding 
Indian cities on how to design 
public transport that is more 
inclusive of women’s travel-
ling requirements.

More women also travel by 
bus and are likely to take af-
fordability into account when 
travelling, adding that they 
often choose slower means of 
transport since faster modes 
are more expensive. “Lack 

of safety also deters women 
from stepping out, reduc-
ing their presence in public 
spaces,” it added.

The toolkit has been de-
signed in response to a 2019 
World Bank-supported sur-
vey of 6,048 respondents in 
Mumbai. This survey found 
that between 2004 and 2019, 
men shifted to two-wheelers 
to commute to work, while 
women used auto-rickshaws 

or taxis.
It contains practical tools 

that can inform a wide set 
of policymakers as well as 
private or community-based 
organisations to help ensure 
safe and inclusive public 
spaces and public transport 
for women in India. Public 
transport services are not tra-
ditionally designed keeping 
in mind women’s safety and 
their specific travel needs, 

according to the World Bank 
report. This severely limits 
their access to work, educa-
tion, and life choices.

The report also recom-
mends several interven-
tions in transport and public 
spaces, including adequate 
streetlighting, improved 
walking and cycling tracks 
that particularly benefit 
women, who are big users 
of non-motorised transport. 
The report said that devis-
ing lower fare policies can 
boost ridership for women 
and people of other gen-
ders. Setting up a strong 
grievance redressal system 
can help fast-track sexual 
harassment complaints. 
“As urban mobility systems 
expand, implementing agen-
cies are feeling the need to ad-
dress concerns of different 
genders and ensure safe and 
inclusive public spaces and 
public transport for women,” 
said Gerald Paul Ollivier, 
Lead Transport Specialist, 
World Bank, and co-author 
of the toolkit.

MORE WOMEN WALK OFF THEIR 
FEET TO WORK THAN MEN

SCHOOL STUDENT’S 900-PAGE HAND-WRITTEN QURAN

IIT Madras organises ‘Sports 4 
All’ for differently abled people

SPORTS INITATIVE

With assistance from the 
ICMR and the TTK Centre 
for Rehabilitation Research 
and Device Development 
(R2D2), the Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT), Madras 
organised a “Sports Carnival” 
for those with disabilities on 
Sunday.

The event was launched by 
Prof. V. Kamakoti, Director of 
IIT Madras, in the Student Ac-
tivity Centre on the IIT Madras 
Campus. Over 200 athletes 
from Delhi, Nagpur, Karna-
taka, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, 
and all of Tamil Nadu partici-
pated in the carnival, which 
was titled “Sports 4 All,” many 
of whom were participat-
ing in sports for the first time 
ever. Persons with disabilities 

are going to take part in a se-
ries of sports activities such 
as wheelchair badminton, 
wheelchair racing, rifle shoot-
ing, and table tennis, among 
others. Persons with disabili-
ties and mental illness par-
ticipated in the programmes 
and enjoyed the sports event, 
which witnessed events like 

singing and dancing as well. 
Sujatha Sreenivasan, a pro-
fessor at the institute, stated, 
“We planned this sports 
carnival for the first time at 
IIT, Madras with the help of 
ICMR. Registration for the 
event began last month and 
we have received participa-
tion from a large number 

of people with disabilities.” 
“They all are excited to 
be a part of this Sports 
carnival ,”  she  added. 
Justin Yesudas (Para Olym-
pic player) stated, “Everyone 
here is excited and happy to 
be a part of this sports event. 
A lot of persons with disabili-
ties can also play any game 
like a normal person.” Prof. V. 
Kamakoti, Director, IIT Ma-
dras, stated, “We are doing 
this Sports 4 All’ programme 
for persons with disabilities. 
“We have already done a lot 
in new technology for the 
benefit of the people with dis-
abilities, and work on other 
new projects is going on.” 
“This Sport’s 4 all initiative 
will continue every year in 
IIT, Madras,” Director Kama-
koti added.

Arbin Tahir, a high school 
girl from Bandipora in 
Jammu and Kashmir, is a 
shining example of devotion 
and perseverance. In just 
six months, she wrote the 
entire Holy Quran, which 
is 900 pages long, by hand.

According to a report, Ar-
bin is a student of Giariyan 
Jamaat in the 11th standard 
and has always dreamed 
of writing the Holy Quran 
with her own hands, for 

which she started learning 
calligraphy. “I had a dream 
to write the Holy Quran by 
hand and to fulfil my pas-
sion, I started learning cal-
ligraphy. Before writing the 
complete Qur’an, I tried to 
write some pages and when 
I felt that my handwriting 
had improved, I started to 
write the complete Quran 
and thanks to Allah, I suc-
ceeded in this task,” stated 
Arbin.

She had the support of her 
family members and rela-

tives in this work, for which 
she expressed her gratitude 
to them for their guidance. 
Her feat is being talked 
about on social media. 
“The most beautiful and 
unparalleled achievement 
undoubtedly deserves bil-
lions of congratulations,” 
one of the users wrote. 
“Salute to the achievement 
of this daughter of Kashmir. 
May Allah accept this act 
and protect us from the evil 
eye,” quoted another social 
media user.
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SMASHING COMEBACK

BRITNEY MAKES A MESSY 
INSTAGRAM COMEBACK WITH 
AN “AWKWARD” VIDEO

Britney Spears, an Ameri-
can singer and songwriter, 
has made a comeback 
on Instagram by releas-
ing an “awkward” video 
o f  h e r s e l f  s m e a r i n g 
cake all over herself. 
Once again, after deleting 
her Instagram handle on 
Tuesday, Britney said she 
“accidentally pressed the 
wrong button,” in a now 
deleted video. “Yep it’s my 
b-day all week and I know 
my Instagram has been 
down a few times but hon-
estly, I did the last two times 
myself!” the Grammy-win-
ning singer captioned the 
video.

In it, she celebrated her 
birthday by drinking a bot-
tle of champagne on her liv-
ing room floor, which was 
decorated with balloons 
and rose petals.

Britney further said that 
this year her goal is to be-
come more “comfortable” 
around people, crash a 
wedding, and “sing a song 
or two.” “It’s my first year 

in 15 years being treated as 
an equal and good God I 
didn’t know about this NO 
RULE THING!!! Pssss this 
video is so blurry sorry!!! Is 
it a little awkward or weird 
to watch??? DUH that’s the 
whole point!!!” she stated.

At one point, she stood 
up to dance to the music 
before flipping off the cam-
era. Following that, Britney 
shoved her head into her 
birthday cake, covering 
her entire face in frosting. 
This video from Britney 
comes just one day after 
her husband, Sam Asghari, 
took to his Instagram Sto-
ries to address the singer’s 
social media hiatus. “Social 
media can be traumatizing. 
Sometimes it’s good to take 
a break,” he wrote.

Britney Spears
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TOP 5 THRILLER MOVIES OF 2022
Thrillers are packed with tension, drama, and shock-
ing turns that keep you on the edge of your seat. Even 
better, thrillers can cause viewers to become nervous, 
afraid, and uncertain to the point where they begin 
to doubt their reality, their relationships with others, 
and even themselves. Here’s a list of the top 5 thriller 
movies of 2022:

BHEDIYA
Bhediya is an Indian Hindi-language comedy 
horror film directed by Amar Kaushik and pro-
duced by Dinesh Vijan, starring Varun Dhawan 
and Kriti Sanon. Bhediya is a story about Bhas-

kar, a man who is bitten by a wolf and starts to change 
into the animal. A number of surprises, turns, and laughs 
occur as Bhaskar and his friends search for the answers.

DRISHYAM 2
In addition to being a sequel to the 2015 film 
Drishyam, Drishyam 2 is an Indian Hindi-
language criminal thriller. The movie, which 
stars Ajay Devgn, Akshaye Khanna, Tabu, 

Shriya Saran, and Ishita Dutta, takes place seven years 
after the events of Drishyam. In supporting roles, it also 
has Mrunal Jadhav, Rajat Kapoor, Saurabh Shukla, and 
Kamlesh Sawant.

KANTARA
An Indian action-drama movie called Kantara 
is written, produced, and directed by Rishabh 
Shetty. Shetty plays a Kambala champion who 
is in conflict with Murali, a moral forest ranger, 

in the movie. It involves Bhootha Kola and Kambala cul-
ture. Shiva is a rebel who defends his community and 
nature in a conflict between humans and nature. A death 
sparks a conflict between the evil forces and the locals.

FREDDY
Shashanka Ghosh and Parveez Sheikh’s 
psychological thriller film, Freddy. Starring 
in the movie are Alaya F and Kartik Aaryan. 

The movie debuted on Disney+Hotstar on December 2, 
2022. Critics gave the movie positive comments, prais-
ing Aaryan and Alaya’s acting, the background music, 
and the cinematography.

MONICA, O MY DARLING
The 2022 Hindi-language neo-noir crime 
comedy thriller Monica, O My Darling, is di-
rected by Vasan Bala. The movie stars Huma 

Qureshi, Radhika Apte, and Rajkummar Rao. The song 
“Piya Tu Ab Toh Aja” from the 1971 movie Caravan is the 
source of the movie’s title. It released on 11 November 
2022 on Netflix. 

— ALISHA LOUIS 

Bhediya
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NOTED SINGERS SET TO PERFORM AT 
UDAIPUR WORLD MUSIC FESTIVAL 
After a successful 

three-day fest in 
New Delhi, Udaipur 

World Music Festival is going 
to be held in Udaipur from 
16th to 18th December. Con-
ceptualised and produced by 
Seher a curtain raiser was or-
ganised for the sixth edition 
of the event, on 9th Decem-
ber at Nazar Bagh, Taj Fateh 
Prakash Palace, Udaipur. 
This event created quite a 
buzz among music lovers and 
was attended by locals from 
the city of Udaipur as a teaser 
of the upcoming festival.

The event marked the sixth 
anniversary of its association 
with Hindustan Zinc Limit-
ed. The CEO of the company 
was also present to celebrate 
the occasion. The winners of 
a talent hunt organised by Ve-
danta Udaipur World Music 
Festival and Hindustan Zinc 
Limited were also announced 
during the celebration- Va-
sudha Shekhawat, Udaipur, 
Vinod Kumawat, Rajsamand, 
Ankit Chauhan, Udaipur, 
Navdeep Pratap Singh Jhala, 
Ajmer, Frank Bryan Rose, 
Ajmer. The talent hunt’s ob-

jective was to give new talent 
in the music industry a plat-
form and encourage them 
to take their art further. Ad-
ditionally, the event will host 
artists like Papon, Kamakshi 
Khanna, Fado singer Katia 
Guerreiro (Portugal), ABA-
KORAO (Colombia, Chile, 
Panama, Paraguay), SENZA 
from Portugal and Farhan 
Akhtar from India.

This year, the Vedanta 

Udaipur World Music Festi-
val has resolved to revive an 
interest in forgotten musical 
instruments by giving artists 
a chance to play on an inter-
national platform. Particular 
emphasis is given to the Sa-
rangi – a protected tradition 
according to UNESCO. The 
hope is that young people 
worldwide will be interested 
in it and it can re-emerge in 
all its glory. Speaking of the 

event, Sanjeev Bhargava, 
Founder Director of Seher, 
said, “We are excited to be 
back with the 6th edition of 
Udaipur Music Festival for 
the audiences. We look for-
ward to hosting all the per-
forming artists and giving 
a platform to fresh talent as 
well this time. We are proud 
to contribute towards the 
revival of forgotten musical 
instruments like Sarangi. 

We are sure this edition of the 
festival will be as enthralling 
and entertaining as the previ-
ous editions.”

Speaking on the occasion 
Arun Misra, CEO Hindu-
stan Zinc, “This edition of 
the Udaipur Music Festival 
is special as we are coming 
back after the pandemic. It 
is the celebration of the re-
silience of the people in the 
country and what better way 
to do it than music. We are 
happy to continue our long-
standing association with 
Rajasthan Tourism & Seher 
through this festival and we 
at Hindustan Zinc & Vedanta 
have always encouraged and 
supported arts & culture. 
Through this platform our 
aim is to make Udaipur the 
musical capital of India and 
this is just another step to-
wards the same.”

LineUp of Vedanta Udai-
pur World Music Festival 
happening from 16th to 18th 
December 2022 in Udaipur:

The first day of the festival 
will witness Sarangi perfor-
mance along with several 
celebrated artists. Taking 
the folk tradition further, re-
nowned singers like Jasleen 
Aulakh, Parvaaz, Abakorao 

with their popular Latin 
tunes, and Papon will per-
form songs from their respec-
tive genres.

The second day will host 
artists like well-known vio-
linist Nandini Shankar, Bru-
no Loi and Jonathan Della 
Marianna, showcasing the 
Launeddas instrument from 
Italy, Kamakshi Khanna, Ka-
tia Guerreiro, the eminent 
Fado singer from Portugal, 
SENZA from Portugal, Bless-
ing Bled Chimanga & Dreams 
from Zimbabwe, the very 
popular The Raghu Dixit 
Project and Habla de mi en 
presente, a high energy band 
from Spain. The day will also 
witness the performance of 
Sarangi players and the an-
nouncement of the results of 
the Vedanta Talent Hunt.

On the final day of the music 
festival will witness perfor-
mances by Srijani Ghose from 
Australia, Anoushka Maskey, 
actor-singer-songwriter San-
jeeta Bhattacharya, Aabha 
Hanjura, Naveen Koomar ft. 
Vedang, India’s premier Solo 
Percussive Acoustic Guitarist 
Dhruv Visvanath, the Electric 
Percussions Orchestra from 
France, Albaluna from Portu-
gal and Farhan Akhtar.

After the World premiere 
at the Toronto International 
Film Festival, and the Asian 
premiere at the Busan Inter-
national Film Festival, Ap-
plause Entertainment and 
Nandita Das’ ‘Zwigato’, is set 
to premiere in India at the 
27th International Film Fes-
tival of Kerala. The film has 
been selected as the open-
ing film in the Kaleidoscope 
section of the festival. The 
screening was held on 10th 
and the next screening is on 
13th December 2022. 

Written and Directed by 
Nandita Das, the film fea-

tures Kapil Sharma, as a food 
delivery rider who grapples 
with the world of ratings 
and algorithms. Shahana 
Goswami plays his wife, a 
homemaker, who starts to 
work to support his income. 
It is the story of the relentless 
struggle of life, but not with-
out their shared moments 
of joy. Set in Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha, the film captures 
the lives of invisible ‘ordi-
nary’ people that are hidden 
in plain sight.  The film is life-
like - bitter sweet.

The 27th International 
Film Festival of Kerala will 
go on till 16th December at 
Trivandrum, Kerala.  

In the fourth curated ex-
hibition since its incep-
tion Gallery Dotwalk is 
set to showcase a group 
show titled ‘Revisions on 
the Surface’ curated by 
Premjish Achari that fo-
cuses on contemporary 
paintings from India. The 
attempt of this exhibition 
is conceptually under-
standing the practice of 
painting. Through this 
exhibition the curator 
proposes that painting is 
developed through contin-
uous revisions on the sur-
face, whether it is canvas, 
board, or paper. Artists 
constantly tussle with the 
painterly surface to create 
fascinating imageries. 

The event is going to be 
held till 3 January at Gallery 
Dotwalk. The exhibition 
features some of the most 
celebrated Indian painters 
like GR Iranna, Bose Krish-
namachari, Shibu Natesan, 
Shobha Broota, Tom Vat-
takkuzhy and Aji VN along 
with young emerging talents 

like Mansoor Mansoori, 
Sneh Mehra, Manas Naskar, 
and Prajakta Palav Aher. A 
wide range of mediums, 
images and formats will be 
used to convey this idea of 
this exhibition. Premjish 
Achari states that the ex-
hibition carefully engages 
with the painting process of 
the artists. He elaborated on 
his curatorial vision, “Many 
art historians and writers 
have attempted to concep-
tualise the practice of paint-

ing before. Through this ex-
hibition I am engaging with 
the diversity of the painting 
practice and proposing that 
painting is a practice that 
emerges from the revisions 
on the surface made by the 
artist.”

According to Gallery Dot-
walk Director, Sreejith CN 
the exhibition will help us to 
understand the artistic pro-
cesses behind the practice 
of painting very carefully. 
Sreejith adds, “We have been 

planning this show for some 
time and this is the third 
time Gallery is collaborat-
ing with curator Premjish 
Achari on an exhibition. We 
are looking forward to such 
a fascinating theme and the 
carefully selected works of 
these important contempo-
rary artists.”

Premjish Achari also made 
the mention of painting 
practice by French feminist 
and critic Helen Cixous. 
While writing about her ex-
perience of standing in front 
of a painting and observing 
it, Cixous writes, “I begin 
analytically processing this 
painting which moved me, 
having remained lit up in 
my obscurity. I began by ask-
ing it and wondering: what 
is this emotion made up of? 
Where does it come from? 
Where is it going? What does 
it say to me? I am not a ‘lover’ 
of paintings or of any other 
art, for that matter. I am 
somebody who lends her-
self to experiences which are 
vital, decisive, coming from 
elsewhere, and which of 
course relate to ‘me’. To ‘me’, 

to the me I do not know, my 
unconscious, my receptive 
surface. Which is in any case 
peculiar to art. One receives 
a work, whichever it is, only 
if it speaks to us in a lan-
guage which is at once ours 
and not ours.” Unlike many 
of her peers, Cixous has ex-
tensively written on painting 
and artists. These writings 
were not mainly categorised 
as criticism; rather; rather 
they were poetic responses 
to the work of art. In her 
in-depth personal reading 
of the practice of painting, 
Cixous neither followed a 
conventional art historical 
reading nor the parameters 
of art criticism. Instead, Cix-
ous based her writings on 
personal observations and 
the complex entanglement 
of language and image. She 
delves into the materiality of 
painting rather than philo-
sophical questions about art 
or aesthetics. The attempt 
through this exhibition is 
also to unravel the materi-
ality of the painting, mainly 
engaging more profoundly 
with the surface. 

‘REVISIONS ON THE SURFACE’ FOCUSES ON 
CONTEMPORARY PAINTINGS FROM INDIA

ART EXHIBITION

DEBJEET DEY
NEW DELHI   

Delhi-based Bharatanaty-
am exponent Padmashree 
Awardee Geeta Chandran 
will be honoured with 
the Natya Kalasikhamani 
Award on 18 December at 
Ethiraja  Kalyana Nilayam, 
Chennai.

The award will be present-
ed by K. Harishankar (Sec-
retary Narada Gana Sabha) 
who will also inaugurate the 
90th chapter of South Indian 
Music Conference & Festival 
2022-23. This is prime time 
of the year as it is the Chen-
nai December season, when 
all the Sabhas present their 
annual calendar of events.

On the occasion, Geeta 
Chandran said, “I am highly 
honoured to have received 
this prestigious award from 
one of Chennai’s most pres-
tigious sabhas. We are for-
tunate to be here today and 
be amongst legends who in 
their own special way have 
contributed to the highest 
standards of dance and mu-
sic. As my undying passion, 
I have devoted myself to 
Bharatnatyam and will con-
tinue to do so. I have passed 
on the learnings I have re-

ceived from my beloved 
Gurus and hope that their 
legacy lives on.”

Vidushi Geeta Chan-
dran is synonymous with 
Bharatanatyam, the classi-
cal dance that she has prac-
tised for decades since her 
journey began at the age of 5 
under the tutelage of her first 
Guru Swarna Saraswati who 
hailed from the traditional 
Daasi Parampara. Since 
then, her dance voyage has 
embraced intense learning 
under several stalwart gu-
rus. Yet, she has imprinted 
Bharatanatyam with her 
unique personality where 
delicate shades of abhinaya 
are offset by extremely chal-
lenging nritta sequences. 
Her vast knowledge and 
training of Carnatic music 
further imbues her dance 
with a unique flavour.

A widely feted artist and 
star-performer, Geeta Chan-
dran uses her deep skills in 
Bharatanatyam as ‘force 
multiplier’ for the widest 
range of classical dance is-
sues that have engaged her 
focus: exploring linkages be-
tween body and mind, forg-
ing relationships between 
solo dancing, group dancing 

and choreography, actualis-
ing the connects between 
the artist and society and us-
ing dance as a medium for 
expressing abstract notions 
of joy, beauty, values, aspira-
tions, myth and spirituality.

Dancer/Choreographer 
Geeta Chandran is founder-
president of Natya Vriksha, 
the cultural organization 
that she founded in 1991, and 
which is established in New 
Delhi as a leading centre for 
training in Bharatanatyam 
in its most composite form. 
As a prominent Guru who 
is imparting invaluable clas-
sical dance knowledge to 
future generations, Geeta’s 
inspired contribution to 
Bharatanatyam’s teaching 
pedagogy steeped in both 
tradition and modernity is 
widely acknowledged as a 
contemporary milestone in 
dance theory.

In her mission to “en-dance 
the universe,” she engages in 
a strategic range of dance-
related activities: perform-
ing, teaching, conducting, 
singing, collaborating, or-
ganizing prestigious dance 
festivals and seminars, writ-
ing, and motivating a wide 
variety of youth audiences.

GEETA CHANDRAN TO BE AWARDED 
WITH NATYA KALASIKHAMANI AWARD

HONOUR
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Founder Director of Seher Sanjeev Bhargava speaking at the curtain raiser for the sixth edition of the event.

Delhi-based Bharatanatyam exponent Padmashree Awardee Geeta Chandran. 

‘Enzo’, Oil on Canvas, 48x36 inches, by Mansoor Mansoori.

Deepali Roongta (left) with Ranjana Gauhar.

Artist Deepali Roongta is 
known for her love of art 
which actually made her 
different and unique in her 
own way. She also combines 
realistic and abstract forms 
to put across her ideas, the 
statement said, adding that 
her paintings make the 
viewer go through an excit-
able experience where their 
mind gets impacted in an 
affectionate and astonished 
communicative effect. 

A solo titled “Mystique 
Hues” by artist Deepali 
Roongta was exhibited at 
Triveni Gallery, New Delhi 
till 11th December, to show-
case relationship and un-
derstanding between the 

realistic and abstract forms 
to put across her ideas.

The artist has a varied pal-
ette of colours that change 

according to her inspira-
tion and the image that she 

visualizes in her mind. Her 
colours are bright and vi-
brant, which seems to come 
automatically and prob-
ably to the artist. In a can-
did conversation, the artist 
says, “Art is something that 
completes me. I don’t need 
words to describe it, my 
strokes do it all”! It is very 
important in society be-
cause it is an essential in-
gredient in empowering the 
hearts of people. The object 
of Art is not to reproduce re-
ality, but to create a reality 
of the same intensity. Some 
of my paintings convey the 
genuine struggle about be-
ing human beyond doubt, 
which is my true observa-
tion as an artist that I want-
ed to express sincerely.”

‘Mystique Hues’ depicts relationship between 
realistic and abstract forms of painting

SOLO EXHIBITION

KALEIDOSCOPE SECTION
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‘Zwigato’ to premiere at 
the 27th International 
Film Festival of Kerala

Kapil Sharma, as a food delivery rider in the film.
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BOOKS TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS WEEK 
A Place Called Home
Author: Preeti Shenoy
Publisher: HarperCollins India
Price: Rs 250
Preeti Shenoy, the author of ‘A Place called Home’ ranks 
among the highest selling authors in India. She has au-
thored 15 bestsellers so far. She is also on the Forbes long-
list of the most influential celebrities in India. She has 
represented India at International literature festivals in 
Birmingham, Sharjah, Abu Dhabi and others. Preeti has 
been featured by all major media including BBC World, 
Cosmopolitan, The Hindu, Verve and Times of India 
among others. She is the winner of popular choice fiction 
award 2021 by AutHER awards from Times of India and 
most popular self-help book of 2021 by Amazon India. 
. This is a fictional book in which the main character is 
Alka, who resides in  the windowless, cramped servant’s 
room at Mrs Shetty’s luxurious house, where her mother 
is a maid, Alka dreams of an escape. When Mrs Shetty 
decides to send her to the same school as her daughter, 
she works hard, moulding herself into a new avatar.  She 
marries Subbu, a coffee grower with a four hundred acre 
estate. Between taking care of her heritage home, her two 
young daughters and her fabulous relationship with her 
mother-in-law, Alka’s life feels complete. 

The freedom Manifesto
Author: Karan Bajaj
Publisher: HarperBusiness 
Price: Rs 399
Karan Bajaj is the Founder of WhiteHat Jr, acquired 
by BYJU’s in the fastest startup exit of its size in India. 
He’s also a bestselling novelist whose books have sold 
more than 200,000+ copies in India and optioned for 
movie deals: Keep off the Grass, Johnny Gone Down, The 
Seeker, and The Yoga of Max’s Discontent, published by 
HarperCollins and Penguin Random House.A gradu-
ate of IIM-Bangalore, Karan has earlier served as the 
Country Head for Discovery Networks in South Asia. 
He was selected a Top 40 Under 40 Executive by Adver-
tising Age US in his business career and shortlisted for 
Teacher’s Achievement Award, Crossword Book Pick of 
the Year, Indiaplaza Golden Quill and India Today’s 35 
Under 35 in his writing career. The Freedom Manifesto 
is a self help book. The author has shared his experi-
ences and his insight on the practical business tech-
niques. If you are looking to break the mould and live 
a life of true significance, this book is a must read.  The 
author has outlined the rules that have led him to a life 
of impact and freedom. This book is targeted at people 
wanting to achieve similar levels of impact and freedom.

Get epic shit done
Author: Ankur Warikoo
Price: Rs 299
Publisher: Juggernaut
GET EPIC SHIT DONE isn’t just a book that will inspire 
you – it will visibly improve the way you live. Ankur 
Warikoo is an internet entrepreneur based out of India 
and is one of the country’s top content creators. His first 
book, DO EPIC SHIT, went on to become a bestseller. 
Besides creating content for his 7M+ audience across 
social media,Ankur conducts online courses as an edu-
cator through his current start-up, WebVeda. When he 
was a college student, Ankur bought a book containing 
answers to the last 10 years’ question papers. That book 
helped him prepare for the forthcoming exams. In his 
second book, he attempts to create the same book for 
life. Written as a conversation between a student and a 
teacher, GET EPIC SHIT DONE answers 36 life ques-
tions that you face almost everyday, questions that you 
need answers to. This self hep book, which comes after 
his other book Do Epic Shit, will answer our daily life 
questions that we often face. This book is a must read. 
This will teach you that self help is self improvement-
economically, intelectually and emotionally. Get this book 
and you will not need aid of others.

Dogalapan: The hard truth about life and start-ups
Author: Ashneer Grover
Publisher: Penguin Business
Price: Rs 370
This is the unfettered story of Ashneer Grover-the 
favourite and misunderstood poster boy of Start-up 
India. Raw, gut-wrenching in its honesty and com-
pletely from the heart, this is storytelling at its fin-
est. As a judge on the popular TV show Shark Tank 
India, Ashneer becomes a household name even 
as his life turns upside down. Controversy, media 
spotlight, garrulous social media chatter descend, 
making it difficult to distinguish fact from fiction. 
This book will give a deep dive in the real world of 
entrepreneurship. It can change your mindset re-
garding start ups as well as real life. Talking about 
his literary venture, Grover says, “My life has had its 
share of heroes, villains, character artists and more.” 
This is my real life story, one which has left me with a 
lot more experience, a lot more grey hair, a lot more 
insight into who my actual friends and well-wishers 
are; a lot more understanding of ‘doglapan’ - of suc-
cess in failure and failure in success; and a deeper 
understanding of what really matters in life,” he goes 
on to add.
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The record-breaker Virat Kohli had 
a memorable day at Zahur Ahmed 
Chowdhury Stadium, as he brought 
up his first ODI century since August 
2019, his 44th in the 50-over format. 
He also surpassed Australian legend 
Ricky Ponting to become the player 
with the second-highest number of in-
ternational cricket centuries.

Virat roared back to his vintage avatar 
in ODIs after a string of failures dur-
ing the third and final ODI of India 
against Bangladesh on Saturday. He 
surpassed Ponting, who had 71 inter-
national cricket tons, to become the 
second-highest century scorer in the 
sport with a total of 72. He is 28 more 
away from equalling legendary compa-
triot Sachin Tendulkar’s figure of 100 
centuries and 29 tons away from shat-
tering this record.

Virat now also has the most ODI cen-

turies in winning cause, with total of 
36. He also has 50 international crick-
et centuries in winning cause, most by 
any batter.

The star batter also completed his 
1000 ODI runs in Bangladesh. In 19 
matches in this country, he has scored 
1,097 runs at an average of 73.13, with 
six centuries and three half-centuries 
and the best score of 183.

It is the fourth nation where he has 
scored more than a thousand runs in 
ODIs. Other countries include India 
(5,020 runs), England (1,349 runs), 
Australia (1,327 runs).

Kohli surpasses ponting 
in terms of international 
cricKet centuries

merciless attacK

Oz register thumping win over WI in second test

Australian team has moved 
one step closer to cementing 
its spot at next year’s ICC 
World Test Championship 
final with a dominant 419-
run victory over the West 
Indies in the second Test in 
Adelaide on Sunday. 

The fourth day of the match 
saw hosts take the series 2-0, 
with bowler Michael Neser 
removing Marquino Mindley 
for a duck to seal the victory. 
West Indies’ second-innings 
score of 77 was their lowest 
total ever against Australia, 
and it was Men in Yellow’s 
largest victory margin against 
them. After winning the first 
Test in Perth by 164 runs, a 
merciless Australia attack 
ripped through a struggling 
West Indies to secure victory 
30 minutes before the supper 
break on the fourth day of the 
test.

After winning the first Test 
in Perth by 164 runs, Austra-
lia secured victory 30 min-
utes before the lunch break.

Australia increased the 
number of day-night Tests 
they have won without los-
ing to 11, with seven of those 
games taking place at Ad-
elaide Oval. West Indies, 
on the other hand, put up 
little of a fight in a lacklustre 
performance to round up a 
disappointing series--their 
first against Australia since 
2015-16.

After recalled quick Scott 
Boland destroyed the West 
Indies top order under the 
lights on day three, leaving 
them at a hopeless 38 for 4, 
Devon Thomas and Jason 

Holder attempted to delay 
the inevitable.

Thomas got caught behind 
after flashing at a larger deliv-
ery, and it was only a matter 
of time before an inquisitive 
Starc removed him. After 
displaying tenacity with the 
bat and shockingly getting 
two wickets with his useful 
seamers, rookie Thomas--a 
reserve wicketkeeper in the 
team--had a lacklustre per-
formance to his innings.

Holder put up a rearguard 
of 11 off 61 balls to keep West 
Indies’ tenuous chance of 
finishing the session alive. 

However, he had little suc-
cess against a scorching 
Starc, who bowled a flawless 
inswinger to remove the off 
stump and advance to 296 
Test wickets.

Neser caught Da Silva after 
Carey made another excellent 
catch--his fifth of the innings. 
To end West Indies’ suffer-
ing, Neser and Carey later 
removed Mindley.

Earlier, a brilliant spell by 
pacer Scott Boland left West 
Indies in a massive spot of 
bother in their 497-run chase, 
with the scorecard reading 
38/4 at the end of day three 
of the second Test between 
both these sides at Adelaide 
Oval on Saturday.

At the end of the day’s play, 
Devon Thomas and Jason 
Holder stood unbeaten for 
the visitors at eight runs each. 
Windies started the day at 
102/4 with Tagenarine Chan-
derpaul (47*) and Anderson 
Phillip (1*). Starc struck early 
in the day, running out Chan-
derpaul without letting him 
add to his score and dismiss-
ing Holder for a duck. 

TDG NETWORK
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inDia Vs BanglaDesh

Kl rahul to leaD after rohit 
sharma ruleD out of 1st test

India’s star batter KL 
Rahul will lead the side 
after captain Rohit Shar-

ma was ruled out of the first 
test against Bangladesh on 
Sunday.

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India shared a 
tweet, informing about the 
changes to the Test squad. 
While Rohit has been ruled 
out of the test, all-rounder 
Ravindra Jadeja and pacer 
Mohammed Shami have 
been ruled out of the se-
ries altogether. Right-arm 
speedster Navdeep Saini 
and Uttar Pradesh’s all-
rounder Saurabh Kumar 
have been roped in as re-
placements for the two In-
dian players.

“Changes to #TeamIndia’s 
squad for the Test series 
against Bangladesh. Rohit 
Sharma ruled out of 1st Test. 
KL Rahul to lead. Abhi-
manyu Easwaran named as 
replacement. Mohd Shami 
& Ravindra Jadeja ruled out 
of Test series. Navdeep Saini 
and Saurabh Kumar replace 

them,” tweeted BCCI.
Bengal opener and captain 

Abhimanyu Easwaran has 
been named as Rohit Shar-
ma’s replacement in the 
squad for the first test.

“India captain Rohit Shar-
ma met with a specialist in 
Mumbai for his left thumb 

injury, which he sustained 
during the 2nd ODI against 
Bangladesh. He has been 
advised appropriate man-
agement for this injury and 
will not be available for the 
first Test against Bangla-
desh. The BCCI Medical 
Team will take a call on his 

availability for the second 
and final Test at a later stage. 
The All-India Senior Selec-
tion Committee has named 
Abhimanyu Easwaran as 
his replacement for the first 
Test,” said BCCI in a media 
release.

The media also mentioned 

that Saurashtra captain 
Jaydev Unadkat had been 
added to the squad.

“Fast  bowler  Mohd. 
Shami and all-rounder Ra-
vindra Jadeja are yet to fully 
recover from their respec-
tive shoulder and knee inju-
ries and are ruled out of the 
Test series. The selectors 
have named Navdeep Saini 
and Saurabh Kumar as re-
placements for Shami and 
Jadeja respectively. The se-
lection committee has also 
added fast bowler Jaydev 
Unadkat to India’s squad 
for the Test series,” the re-
lease added.

India’s updated squad 
for Bangladesh Tests: KL 
Rahul (C), Shubman Gill, 
Cheteshwar Pujara (VC), 
Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer, 
Rishabh Pant (WK), KS 
Bharat (WK), Ravichan-
dran Ashwin, Axar Pa-
tel, Kuldeep Yadav, Shar-
dul Thakur, Mohd. Siraj, 
Umesh Yadav, Abhi-
manyu Easwaran, 
Navdeep Saini, 
Saurabh Kumar, 
and Jaydev Un-
adkat. 
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Following his side’s domi-
nant 227-run win over 
Bangladesh in the final 
ODI, Indian stand-in skip-
per KL Rahul said that the 
double centurion batter Is-
han Kishan grabbed 

the opportunity with both 
hands and Virat’s experi-
enced guided him during 
his cracking knock.

India decimated Bangla-
desh in the final ODI of the 
three-match series to regis-
ter a comprehensive 227-run 
victory at the Zahur Ahmed 
Chaudhary Stadium here on 
Saturday. 

“This was expected from 
our team. Virat and Kishan 
set it up for us. He (Kishan) 
grabbed the opportunity 
with both hands. He batted 
brilliantly. Virat also used 
his experience and guided 
him,” said Rahul in a post-
match presentation.

“You know that the 
batters will come hard 
and you will get wick-
ets. There was not 
much help (from the 

surface). We took some 
brave chances. Very happy 
with our performance. We 

are learning as a team. Still 
trying to get better. Un-

fortunate, the results 
did not go our way in 

the first two games. 
We would want to 

take the con-
fidence into 
t h e  Te s t 
series,” he 

added.

Bangladesh has won the 
series by 2-1.

Coming to the match, put 
to bat by Bangladesh, India 
lost Shikhar Dhawan (3) 
early. But following that fall 
of wicket, star batter Virat 
Kohli and a young Ishan 
Kishan tore Bangladesh 
bowling apart.

Kishan converted his 
maiden ODI ton into a dou-
ble hundred in just 126 balls, 
the fastest in ODI history. 
Virat also returned to form 
in ODIs, smashing his first 
ton in the format since 2019, 
scoring 113 off 91 balls. The 
duo put on a 290-run stand 
for the second wicket.

Following that, India 
started to lose wickets early. 
Washington Sundar (37) 
and Axar Patel (20) played 
some solid knocks to guide 
India to 409/8 in their 50 
overs.

Ebadot Hossain, Shakib Al 
Hasan and Taskin Ahmed 
took two wickets. Shakib 
was the pick of the bowlers 
with 2/68.

Chasing 410, Bangladesh 
never looked like a threat to 
Indian bowlers. They were 
bundled out for just 182, 
with Shakib (43) and skip-
per Litton Das (29) being 
among the top scorers.

Ishan Kishan grabbed the 
opportunity with both 
hands: KL Rahul
TDG NETWORK
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Jess Kerr’s four-wicket haul set the tone as 
New Zealand began their ODI series campaign 
against Bangladesh with a comfortable eight-
wicket win in the first game of the three-match 
series here at the Basin Reserve on Sunday.

Suzie Bates and Maddy Green both scored 
quick half-centuries to help New Zealand 
reach the mark with 114 balls remaining after 
restricting Bangladesh to 180 for 8 in their 50 
overs. Before Jahanara Alam gave Bangladesh 
a fleeting moment of optimism with two wick-
ets in two balls, Bates put up 50 with captain 
Sophie Devine for the first wicket. Devine was 
caught behind for 21 before Amelia Kerr was 
bowled for a duck.

However, there wouldn’t be any more dis-
missals as Bates and Green guided New Zea-
land to victory with an unbroken stand of 131 
runs off just 134 balls. Green completed with 
59 off 70 balls and five fours, while Bates fin-
ished unbeaten on 93 off 91 balls and 12 fours.

Bangladesh made a terrible showing after 
deciding to bat, scoring only 10 runs in the 
first six overs, and losing two wickets--both 
to Jess Kerr’s medium-pace bowling. Sharmin 

Akhter and captain Nigar Sultana’s 64-run 
third-wicket stand helped Bangladesh’s come 
back, however the runs were scored at less 
than 3.5 runs per over. Later, Sultana added 
55 runs with Lata Mondal and 33 runs with 
Rumana Ahmed, but the scoring tempo re-
mained slow.

Sultana managed to gather up some speed af-
ter only hitting one four and getting 43 points 
off of her first 105 balls. She then struck three 
fours and a six while accumulating 30 points 
off of her next 27 balls before being run out 
for a career-high 73. Returning to the attack 
to bowl Bangladesh’s 48th and 50th overs, 
Jess Kerr finished with a career-high 4 for 23, 
taking two more wickets. 

Jess Kerr’s four-fer guiDes nZ to 
8-wicKet win oVer BanglaDesh

seconD test

A superb show by English 
spinners led by Jack Leach 
and fifties from Ben Duck-
ett and Harry Brook took 
England to a commanding 
position in the second Test 
against Pakistan, having at-
tained a 281-run lead over 
the hosts at the end of sec-
ond day’s play.

At the end of Day 2 play, 
England was at 202/5, with 
Harry Brook (74*) and 
skipper Ben Stokes (16*) 
unbeaten. Pakistan started 
the second day at 107/2 with 
Babar Azam (61*) and Saud 
Shakeel (32*) at the crease.

Azam and Shakeel added 
some more to their partner-
ship, with Shakeel bring-
ing up his half-century. Ol-
lie Robinson’s pace rattled 
Babar Azam’s stumps when 

he was at 75, ending the 91-
run stand between the duo. 
Pakistan was 142/3.

Soon, Leach struck to 

remove Shakeel for a well-
made 63 off 106 balls and 
Pakistan was 4 down at 158 
runs.

Later, it was the trio of 
spinners Leach and Root 
and pacer Mark Wood that 
dominated Pakistan. No bat-
ter except Faheem Ashraf 
(22), who was the final man 
down, could put up a fight 
against the English attack.

The hosts were bundled 
out for just 202 and had giv-
en a 79-run lead to England.

In England’s second in-
nings, Abrar Ahmed, the 
debutant who took seven 
wickets on his debut in the 
first innings, picked from 
where he left off. He ran 
out Zak Crawley (3) and re-
moved Will Jacks (4) as well, 
reducing England to 25/2.

Joe Root and Ben Duckett 
put up a 54-run stand for the 
third wicket. It was Abrar’s 
golden arm ruling the day 
as he uprooted Root for 21 
runs.

Duckett joined forces with 

Brook and took England be-
yond the 100-run mark. He 
brought up his half-century, 
his third in Tests. However, 
Abrar had the last laugh 
once again as he knocked 
down Duckett’s stumps 
when he was at 79, breaking 
the 68-run stand.

Soon after Duckett’s dis-
missal, Ollie Pope was run 
out for just four. Half of 
England’s side was back in 
the hut for 155 runs.

Brook brought up his 
half-century and paired 
with Stokes to take England 
through the remainder of 
the day without any further 
damage.

Brief Scores: Pakistan 202 
(Babar Azam 75, Saud Sha-
keel 63, Jack Leach 4/98) 
against England 281 and 
202/5 (Ben Duckett 79, Har-
ry Brook 74*, Abrar Ahmed 
3/81). 

Leach’s spell, fifties from Duckett, Brook give 
England 281-run lead over Pak in 2nd Test 
TDG NETWORK
multan

Team Australia after thumping 419-run victory over West Indies.

Harry Brook took England to a commanding position in the second 
test against Pakistan.

Jess Kerr
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CENTURIES CENTURIES CENTURIES

INNINGS INNINGS INNINGS

100 72 71
782 536 668

MOST HUNDREDS IN A CAREER

India’s star batter KL Rahul.

India will be playing two test matches against Bangladesh starting 14 December.
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CHAMPIONS MARCH ON 
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Strikes from Aurelien Tch-
ouameni and Olivier Giroud 
helped France beat England 
2-1 at Al Khor on Sunday 
and march into the semi-
finals of the ongoing FIFA  
World Cup 2022.

France enjoyed a solid 
amount of ball possession in 
the start. In the 7th minute, 
star striker Kylian Mbappe 
created a chance for France, 
curling a cross into the 
England penalty area and 
Olivier Giroud attempted a 
scorpion kick which failed to 
connect. In the 11th minute, 
France got another chance to 
score, as Giroud attempted a 
header, but no damage was  
done to England.

France took the lead in 
the 17th minute as Mbappe 
passed the ball to Antoine 
Griezmann, but the latter 
pulled it back to Aurelien 
Tchouameni. who fired 
the ball into the bottom left 
corner of the goal from al-
most 30 yards, leaving Jor-
dan Pickford, the English  
goalie stunned.

Following this, Luke Shaw 
and Harry Kane attempted 
to score for England, but 
were denied by goalkeeper 
Hugo Lloris. Lloris made 
a great save to deny Kane a 
close-range goal, but Eng-

land was clearly looking to 
bounce back.

In the 25th minute, Eng-

land’s Kane fell on the edge 
of France’s box, but a VAR 
check ruled out the possibil-

ity of a penalty as the contact 
was made outside the box.

Kane took another attempt 

at goal, but was denied once 
again. England started to 
dominate the game in terms 
of shots on target and ball 
possession, but an equaliser 
was needed.

In the 42nd minute, a 
yellow card was issued to 
Griezmann for tripping Kyle 
Walker.

Four minutes of additional 
stoppage time was added. At 
the end of the first half, the 
scoreline read 1-0 in favour 
of France. In the 49th minute 
after the resumption of play, 
a foul was committed on 
Mbappe and France was giv-
en a chance to double their 
lead with a free kick, but 
Kane cleared Griezmann’s 
delivery. Saka was fouled in 
the 52nd minute after a trip 
from Tchouameni. England 
was given a penalty. 

Harry Kane converted the 
penalty into an equalizer in 
the 54th minute to keep his 
side in the game. He scored 
his 53rd goal for England, 
equalling Wayne Rooney as 
the leading run-scorer of his 
side.

In  the  57th  minute, 
Mbappe beat Walker and 
the ball went to Ousmane 
Dembele, who could not con-
nect with the delivery. Eng-
land was almost threatened 
by the possibility of France 
gaining the lead, but noth-
ing much happened.

HARRY KANE MISSES PENALTY AS FRANCE DEFEAT ENGLAND 2-1

This was perhaps 37-year-old Cristiano Roanldo’s last appearance 
in a World Cup match.  

Morocco scripted his-
tory on Saturday 
to become the first 

African nation to qualify for 
the last four of the World Cup 
after defeating Portugal 1-0 in 
the quarterfinal.

The African nation staged a 
massive upset to knock Por-
tugal out of the World Cup 
as they held onto their one-
goal lead at halftime to book a 
maiden slot in the FIFA World 
Cup semifinals. A resilient 
Morocco found the back of 
the net through Youssef El-
Nesyri in the 42nd minute. 
The forward went airborne 
and headed the cross from 
Attiyat Allah to give his side 
the advantage which proved 
fatal for Portugal.

Morocco bettered their re-
cord against Portugal after 
the win having won two of 
their three matches. The loss 
for Portugal will be very dis-
appointing for Ronaldo who 
has probably played his last 
World Cup given his age.

Morocco’s World Cup run 
continued and they now await 
the outcome of the match be-

tween France or England.
Cristiano Ronaldo, who 

came on as a second-half sub-
stitute, was unable to make a 
difference. The forward left 
the pitch in tears with his 
World Cup dream ending in 
this edition.

Morocco overcame expecta-
tions and challenges to reach 
the semi-finals, defeating 
Croatia, Belgium, Spain, and 
now Portugal. The Atlas Li-
ons are now two steps away 
from glory.

Portugal went all out but 

Morocco overcame tiredness, 
injury, and nervousness in 
the knockout game to earn a 
remarkable victory. The team 
held the European side for a 
memorable win.

Earlier, a resilient Morocco 
found the back of the net 

through Youssef El-Nesyri 
in the 42nd minute at the Al 
Thumama Stadium here. 
The forward went airborne 
and headed the cross from 
Attiyat Allah to give his side 
the advantage at the end of the 
first half.

QUALIFY FOR SEMIS

MOROCCO’S ATLAS LIONS KNOCK
RONALDO’S PORTUGAL OUT OF WC

Led by Romain Saiss, Morocco became the first-ever African nation to qualify for World Cup semi-final.

WIN OVER PORTUGAL

CURTAINS DOWN
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Pinch me, I am dreaming,
says Morocco goalie Bounou

A teary-eyed Ronaldo walks 
down tunnel after painful loss

Following his side’s win over 
Portugal in the quarterfinals 
of the ongoing FIFA World 
Cup, Morocco goalkeeper 
Yassine Bounou expressed 
his happiness over the win, 
saying that his side is ready 
to face anyone and has 
changed the mentality of 
the generation coming after 
them.

Morocco scripted history 
on Saturday to become the 
first African nation to qual-
ify for the last four of the 
World Cup after defeating 
Portugal 1-0 in the quarterfi-
nal. “Pinch me, I am dream-
ing,” Bounou was quoted as 
saying by Sky Sports. He is 
yet to concede a goal in this 
tournament.

“Morocco is ready to face 
anyone in the world. We 
have changed the mental-
ity of the generation com-
ing after us. They will know 
Moroccan players can create 
miracles,” he added.

The African nation staged 
a massive upset to knock 
Portugal out of the World 
Cup as they held onto their 
one-goal lead at halftime to 
book a maiden slot in the 
FIFA World Cup semifinals. 
A resilient Morocco found 

the back of the net through 
Youssef El-Nesyri in the 
42nd minute. The forward 
went airborne and headed 
the cross from Attiyat Allah 
to give his side the advantage 
which proved fatal for Por-
tugal.

Morocco bettered their re-
cord against Portugal after 
the win having won two of 
their three matches. The loss 
for Portugal will be very dis-
appointing for Ronaldo who 
has probably played his last 
World Cup given his age.

Cristiano Ronaldo, who 
came on as a second-half 
substitute, was unable to 
make a difference. The for-
ward left the pitch in tears 
with his World Cup dream 
ending in this edition.

Morocco overcame expec-
tations and challenges to 
reach the semi-finals, defeat-
ing Croatia, Belgium, Spain, 
and now Portugal. The At-
las Lions are now two steps 
away from glory. Portugal 
went all out but Morocco 
overcame tiredness, injury, 
and nervousness in the 
knockout game to earn a re-
markable victory. The team 
held the European side for a 
memorable win. 

Bounou has been in prime 
form throughout the ongo-
ing World Cup as he man-
aged to keep a clean slate 
barring an on-goal against 
Canada during the round of 
32 clash. This apart, no other 
teams have managed to get 
past Bounou.  

Cristiano Ronaldo broke 
down in tears as he made 
his way down the tunnel 
after Portugal’s quarterfi-
nal FIFA World Cup loss to 
Morocco on Saturday.

Morocco scripted history 
on Saturday by becoming 
the first African nation to 
qualify for the last four of 
the World Cup after defeat-
ing Portugal 1-0 in the quar-
terfinal. Ronaldo’s chance 
to win a World Cup title at 
the FIFA World Cup 2022 
may have been his last, and 
the 37-year-old will have to 
leave empty-handed after 
Portugal’s elimination from 
the competition.

The disappointment of 
missing out on a World Cup 
title was evident when Ron-
aldo was seen in tears after 
the final whistle was blown, 
he walked back to the tun-
nel in tears.

A Twitter user WolfRM-
FC posted a video in which 
a heartbroken Cristiano 
Ronaldo was seen in tears 
as he walked back to the 
changing room.

During Portugal’s Round 
of 16 match against Swit-
zerland, Ronaldo was sud-
denly benched, but the 

team didn’t live to regret it 
after a resounding 6-1 vic-
tory. It was evident that he 
was nearing the end of his 
career as a professional 
football player.

He was also removed from 
the starting lineup in this in-
stance, and despite coming 
back into the game six min-
utes into the second half, he 
had no effect on the outcome 
of the match. The Moroccan 
defence stifled him and his 
teammates, despite the fact 
that he entered the game 
in the 51st minute for his 
196th Portugal appearance. 
Morocco was so dominant 
that it only let Portugal have 
three shots on goal.

With 196 appearances for 
Portugal, the forward is 
now tied for the most men’s 
international appearances. 
Ronaldo, who left Manches-
ter United amicably before 
the World Cup, will try to 
put an end to his profes-
sional career.

Coming to the match, 
the African nation staged 
a massive upset to knock 
Portugal out of the World 
Cup as they held onto their 
one-goal lead at halftime to 
book a maiden slot in the 
FIFA World Cup semifi-
nals. A resilient Morocco 
found the back of the net 
through Youssef El-Nesyri 
in the 42nd minute.
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QATAR GRABS EYEBALL
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IT’S A WIN-WIN SITUATION FOR ARAB WORLD AS BUSINESS THRIVES
It has been almost a month 
since the biggest sporting 
extravaganza began in Qatar 
with 32 teams from across 
the globe sweating it out 
among themselves in their 
quest to win the glittering 
trophy i.e. the prestigious 
FIFA World Cup. 
   Now that the tournament 
has reached its business 
end, the final four teams are 
ready to go ahead to lock 
horns viz. Croatia taking 
on Argentina and Morocco 
readying themselves to chal-
lenge defending champions 
France. 

From here on, it becomes 
important to see how to 
evaluate the FIFA World 
Cup event held in an Arab 

country for the first time. 
Amid all the allegations and 
criticisms, should this event 
be considered a success 
or has it become a fight for 
money and prestige?

Supporters of the teams 
are the lifeblood of the foot-
ball world cup. With Qatar 
estimating that 1.5 million 
foreign visitors will travel 
for the event, which runs 
until December 18, 2.89 mil-
lion tickets have been sold 
and the number of overseas 
supporters after the first 
round has crossed almost 1 
million.

In a bid to attract more 
football fans and make entry 
easier, Qatar has changed its 
entry rules for ticketless visi-
tors from December 2. For 
this edition, Qatar has done 

something which has prob-
ably never been done before 
by any host country.

Normally, a fan needs a 

visa to visit the host country 
to watch his/her team play 
in the World Cup. But this 
time Qatar is not issuing any 

visa to anyone coming dur-
ing the tournament. Hayya 
card booking is enough for 
entry into Qatar.

Business for Arab World
The Qatar Civil Aviation 

Authority (QCAA) an-
nounced that the first week 
of the FIFA World Cup re-
corded more than 7,000 
flights, a historic event for a 
small country like Qatar.

Since the start of the tour-
nament, there has been a 
significant increase in air 
traffic at Hamad and Doha 
international airports. The 
QCAA said in a statement 
that several Gulf carriers 
have begun operating shut-
tle flights to Qatar.

In addition, airlines from 
Arab countries and the rest 
of the world are increasing 
their services to Doha to pro-
vide integrated air transpor-
tation for the fans.

The QACC confirmed that 

several international air-
lines, including Lufthansa, 
Air France, Finnair and 
KLM, in addition to airlines 
from South America and 
Africa, have started operat-
ing charter flights to Qatar, 
leading to an increase in op-
erations with the rest of the 
world.

Needless to say, the host 
country leaves no stone un-
turned to make the event 
a massive success, always 
eager to outdo the previous 
editions.

FIFA has told the member 
federations that it has gener-
ated record revenues of $7.5 
billion in four-year commer-
cial deals linked to the World 
Cup in Qatar. This is $1 bil-
lion more than the previous 
business cycle associated 

with the 2018 World Cup in 
Russia.

Additional income was 
raised from commercial 
deals with the World Cup 
host country. Qatar Energy 
joined as a top-level spon-
sor and new third-level 
sponsors include Qatari 
bank QNB and telecom firm 
Ooredoo.

FIFA is also helping the 
business of neighboring 
countries, like the UAE, 
Saudi Arabia and Oman. In 
particular, UAE is the most 
beneficial country after the 
Qatar during the World Cup. 
Hotels across the UAE have 
reported a surge in book-
ings due to the World Cup, 
particularly in the F&B 
sector, with live screening 
of matches.

The tiny Arab nation of Qatar has grabbed the attention of all by hosting a successful World Cup.

Bounou has been instrumental in Morocco’s glorious journey. 


