
ZIKA VIRUS: 
FIRST CASE 
REPORTED IN 
KARNATAKA 
BENGALURU: Ac-
cording to a Pune lab 
report, a 5-year-old 
girl in Karnataka has 
tested positive for the 
Zika virus and has been 
advised to take pre-
cautionary measures. 
Health Minister Dr K 
Sudhakar, said, “This 
is the first case in the 
state and the govern-
ment is monitoring the 
situation very carefully. 
Our department is well 
prepared to handle it”. 

GANG OF  
NIGERIANS 
DUPING PEOPLE 
BUSTED  
NEW DELHI: Four per-
sons, including three 
Nigeria nationals, 
were arrested by the 
Cyber Police Station 
for allegedly duping 
innocent people on 
social media on the 
pretext of sending gifts. 
The four arrested per-
sons were identified 
as Udon Etuk, Wisdom 
Okafor, Zigmi Lama 
(all Nigeria natives) 
and Sachin Rai. 

TOP OF THE DAY
 

Taking Care

Former Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda met PM Narendra 
Modi at Parliament House, in New Delhi on Tuesday.  ANI

ATROCIOUS 

Loans worth Rs 1.7 lakh cr 
written off, alone in 2021-22

The Union Minister of 
State for Finance, Bhag-
wat Karad on Tuesday 
informed the Rajya Sabha 
that loans worth Rs 1,74,966 
crores were written off 
by scheduled commercial 
banks (SCBs) in the last fi-
nancial year and Rs 33,534 
crores were recovered from 
written-off loans in the last 
financial year.

The MoS Finance was re-
plying to a query by CPI(M) 
leader John Brittas, seeking 
details of the loans written 
off by scheduled and other 
commercial banks, and 
the defaulted amount re-
covered from the written-
off loans, over the last five 
years. He also sought the 
names and details of ac-
counts against which loans 
above Rs 10 crores were 
written off.

In addition, the Up-

per House member also 
asked for the names of 
the top 25 loan default-
ers in public sector banks. 
As per the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), the amount of 
loans written off by sched-
uled commercial banks in 
the last five financial years 
was Rs 1,61,328 crores in 
2017-18, Rs 2,36,265 crores 
in 2018-19, Rs 2,34,170 
crores in 2019-20, Rs 
2,02,781 crores in 2020-
21 and Rs 1,74,966 crores 

in 2021-22, the minister’s 
written reply stated.

However, Karad said 
the RBI doesn’t maintain 
records on the number 
of accounts written off. 
The recovery in written-
off loans over the last five 
financial years was Rs 12, 
881 crores in 2017-18, Rs 
25,501 crores in 2018-19, Rs 
30,016 crores in 2019-20, 
Rs 30,104 crores in 2020-
21, and Rs 33,534 crores 
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RULE OF LAW 

MP Congress leader held 
for ‘kill Modi’ remarks

Congress leader and former 
minister Raja Pateria was on 
Tuesday arrested by Panna 
Police from his residence, in 
connection with his alleged 

“kill Modi” remarks. 
A First Information Re-

port (FIR) was registered on 
Monday afternoon at Pawai 
police station in Panna dis-
trict against the Congress 
leader and former state min-
ister for making remarks 

against the prime minister. 
Pateria has been booked un-
der sections 451, 504, 505 (1)
(b), 505 (1)(C), 506, 153-B (1)
(C) of the IPC. He was de-
tained from his residence 
in Hatta of Damoh district 
early Tuesday morning. 

State Home Minister 
Narottam Mishra on Mon-
day ordered filing a FIR 
against the Congress leader. 

On Sunday, Pateria the 
former Madhya Pradesh 
minister, purportedly made  
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JUSTICE BELA TRIVEDI RECUSES 
FROM BILKIS REMISSION CASE 

Justice Bela M Trivedi, Su-
preme Court judge, on 
Tuesday recused herself 
from hearing the plea filed 
by Bilkis Bano, challenging 
the pre-mature release of 
11 convicts, who had gang-
raped her and murdered her 
family members during the 
2002 Godhra riots. 

A bench of Justices Ajay 
Rastogi and Bela M Trivedi 
said the matter be posted be-
fore another bench. Besides 

filing a petition against the 
per-mature release of con-
victs, Bano has also filed a re-
view petition seeking its earli-
er order by which it had asked 
the Gujarat government to 
consider the plea for the re-
mission of one of the convicts. 
The review petition was 
also listed for hearing today 
before Justice Rastogi in his 
chamber. 

As per procedures, re-
view pleas against top court 
judgements are decided in 
chambers by circulation by 
the judges who were part of 

the judgement under review. 
She has filed a review plea 
against the May order of 
the Supreme Court which 
allowed the Gujarat govern-
ment to apply the 1992 re-
mission Rules. 

Bilkis said that even being 
the victim of the crime, she 
had no clue about any such 
process of remission or pre-
mature release initiated. 

Gujarat’s remission or-
der is a mechanical or-
der of remission by com-
pletely ignoring the law  

SUDDEN DECISION 
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Amid Chinese aggression, 
IAF scrambled jets 2-3 times 

Before the recent clash be-
tween India and China in the 
Yangtse area near Tawang, 
Chinese drones had moved 
very aggressively towards 
the Indian positions on the 

Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
in Arunachal Pradesh forc-
ing the Indian Air Force to 
scramble its fighter aircrafts 
deployed in the region. 

The Chinese military has 
been behaving aggressively 
over issues in the Yangtse in 
the vicinity of the Holydip 

and Parikrama area on the 
LAC where the Chinese side 
has been opposing Indian 
positions. “In the last few 
weeks, there have been two 
to three occasions where our 
fighter jets had to be scram-
bled to tackle the Chinese  
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OPPOSITION SLAMS GOVT OVER LAC CLASH, 
SHAH CONDEMNS RUCKUS IN PARLIAMENT 

Both the Houses of Parliament on Tuesday 
witnessed uproar over India-China clash 
along LAC. While a united Opposition want-
ed discussions in both the Houses of Parlia-
ment over the issue, the Home Minister Amit 
Shah condemned the Opposition protests. 

In Lok Sabha, amid ruckus by Opposition 
during Question Hour over the clash, the 
Speaker Om Biral adjourned the House till 12 

pm. Earlier in the day, Members of both the 
Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha gave notices 
under Rule 267 and Rule 176 of the Rules of 
Procedure for the suspension of business to 
conduct discussion on the clash.  

The MPs have demanded to suspend 
Zero Hour and relevant rules relating to 
Question Hour and other businesses of the 
day to have discussion on the issue which 
need for immediate measures to com-
bat such aggressions and protect India’s  
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‘DEMAND FOR DISCUSSION’

CHINESE VIEW 

SITUATION 
‘GENERALLY 
STABLE’: CHINA 
TDG NETWORK  
BEIJING

The situation at the India-
China border was “gener-
ally stable,” Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson 
Wang Wenbin said on Tues-
day, after both the troops 
clashed at the border, accord-
ing to Reuters. 

Meanwhile, Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh told the 
Rajya Sabha that the matter 
had also been taken up with 
China through diplomatic 
channels. P5

It’s not 1962 anymore: Arunachal CM 

Arunachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu on 
Tuesday, reacting to the 
Tawang face-off, said that 
India’s soldiers would give 
a befitting reply to anyone 
who “tries to transgress” the 
Line of Actual Control. 

Khandu said that the Yang-
tse area of the Tawang sec-
tor where the face-off took 
place between the Indian 
and Chinese troops took 
place on December 9, comes 
under his constituency and 
he meets the Jawans and vil-
lagers of the area every year. 
In a stern warning, the Chief 
Minister recalled the 1962 

war in which India was at-
tacked by the Chinese Army 
and said that anyone who at-
tempts to transgress, Indian 
soldiers will give a “befitting 
reply”. In 1962, China had in-
vaded India in Ladakh, and 
across the McMahon Line in 
the then North-East Frontier 
Agency. 
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FIRM RESOLUTION 

ON ALERT MODE 

Story of bravehearts: How 3 Army 
units thwarted Chinese gameplan 

In the face-off between In-
dian and Chinese troops in 
Yangtse in the Tawang sec-
tor in Arunachal Pradesh, 
PLA troops clashed with 
three units of the Indian 
Army belonging to differ-
ent infantry regiments who 
thwarted their attempt to 
change status quo on the 
Line of Actual Control. 

Sources on the ground 

told news agency that the 
troops belonging to three 
different battalions includ-
ing Jammu and Kashmir 
Rifles, Jat regiment and 
Sikh Light Infantry were 

present at the location of the 
clash last week when the 
Chinese tried to unilater-
ally change the status quo in 
the area. The Chinese were 
armed with clubs, sticks 

and other equipment for 
the clash. The Indian troops 
were also prepared for the 
clash as they had known the 
intentions of the adversary, 
they said. 

One of the units of the In-
dian Army was on its way 
out of there and was be-
ing relieved by a new unit. 
However, the Chinese chose 
to clash on a day when both 
units were present in the 
area. 

TDG NETWORK 
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 Chinese troops were armed with clubs, sticks

 Chinese came along with drones 

 Over 300 Chinese troops were pelting stones 

 They were beaten back badly

COUNTER ATTACK 
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IN COURT AGAIN 

UDDHAV MOVES 
DIVISION BENCH 
OF DELHI HC ON 
ELECTION SYMBOL
TDG NETWORK  
NEW DELHI

Former Maharashtra chief 
minister Uddhav Thackeray 
on Tuesday moved the Di-
vision Bench of Delhi High 
Court challenging the single 
bench order, refusing to 
interfere with the Election 
Commission order freezing 
the symbol (Bow and Arrow) 
and the name ‘Shiv Sena’. 

The appeal before the 

APPOINTMENT 

COLLEGIUM 
RECOMMENDS 
ELEVATION OF 5 HC 
JUDGES TO SC 
TDG NETWORK  
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Collegi-
um, at its meeting on Tues-
day, recommended the el-
evation of the five high court 
judges to the apex court. 

The Collegium recom-
mended elevations of three 
Chief Justices and two judges 
of the high courts to the Su-
preme Court. Justice Pankaj 
Mithal, Chief Justice of Raj-
asthan High Court, Justice 
Sanjay Karol, Chief Justice  

ASHISH SINHA   
NEW DELHI
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With an aim to 
change the status 
quo, China’s Peo-

ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
on Tuesday attempted to 
transgress the Line of Actu-
al Control in Yangtse area of 
Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawa-
ng Sector. Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh informed the 
Rajya Sabha while making 
a statement on 9 December 
incident. 

The minister said, the 
PLA was sent back to their 
locations due to timely in-
tervention of Indian mili-

tary commanders. “Due to 
timely intervention of Indian 
military commanders, PLA 
soldiers went back to their 

locations,” Singh said.
He added, “On December 

9, 2022, PLA troops tried to 
transgress the LAC in Yang-
tse area of Tawang Sector 
and unilaterally change the 
status quo. The Chinese at-
tempt was contested by our 
troops in a firm and resolute 
manner. The ensuing face-
off led to a physical scuffle 
in which the Indian Army 
bravely prevented the PLA 
from transgressing into our 
territory and compelled them 
to return to their posts.”

The minister further said 
“the scuffle led to injuries 
to a few personnel on both 
sides”, and clarified that 
“there are no fatalities or se-
rious casualties on our side.”

As a follow-up of the inci-
dent, the Minister said, lo-
cal commander in the area 
held a “flag meeting with his 
counterpart on December 11, 
2022 to discuss the issue in 
accordance with established 
mechanisms”. “The Chinese 
side was asked to refrain  

CHINA TRIED TO CHANGE STATUS 
QUO, INDIA GAVE A FITTING REPLY

THE FACE-OFF 
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 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh tells Rajya Sabha the PLA was sent to thier locations

 PLA tried to transgress LAC in Yangtse area

 Aim was to unilaterally change status quo

 Face-off led to physical scuffle

 Scuffle led to injuries to soldires in both sides

 Indian troops compelled PLA to go back

 Later, flag meeting was conducted for peace

TAKEAWAYS 

P5

15
273 INDIAN, 132 
OVERSEAS PLAYERS 
SET TO  PARTICIPATE 
IN AUCTION

10
ATTACK ON KABUL HOTEL 
HOUSING CHINESE 
NATIONALS ENDS WITH 
THREE ATTACKERS KILLED

4
MANN EXPRESSES 
RESENTMENT OVER 
UNCEREMONIOUS REMOVAL 
OF PUNJAB CADRE

WEDNESDAY | 14 DECEMBER 2022 | VOL.1 ISSUE 179 | NEW DELHI | RS. 5.00



2 nation the daily guardian review
wedne sday |  14 december 2022
new delhi

China will never say that they have done anything but will 
blame India, Dolma Tsering Teykhang, Deputy Speaker of 
Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile said.

A day after report of a face-off between the Indian and 
Chinese troops in the Tawang sector of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Teykhang said, “Whenever there’s a revolt in mainland 
China, to divert emotions, the Chinese do something at the 
border. China will not say they have done anything but blame 
India. We have to be very careful and focus on the border.”

Earlier, a Tibetan in Exile spokesperson Tenzin Lekshay 
said, “If such things keep happening, then the Tibetan plateau 
will continue to be a heavily militarised zone. China needs to 
think deeply about how to sustain friendship and have trust-
based lasting solutions.”

In a statement on Monday, the Indian Army said the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army troops contacted the LAC in Tawang 
Sector which was contested by Indian troops in a firm and 
resolute manner.

The face-off led to minor injuries to a few personnel from 
both sides, it added.

Making a statement on the incident in the Lok Sabha on 
Tuesday, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said no Indian 
soldier was killed or seriously injured while preventing 
the Chinese PLA troops from ‘encroaching on Indian terri-
tory’ during the 9 December face-off in the Tawang sector of 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Singh said, “In this faceoff, a few soldiers on both sides 
suffered injuries. I’d like to tell this House that none of our 
soldiers died or suffered any serious injury. Due to the timely 
intervention of Indian military commanders, PLA soldiers 
retreated to their own locations.”

The Chinese scientific re-
search vessel Yang Wang-5, 
which had entered Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR) a few 
days back, has now moved 
out of the area, Navy sourc-
es said on Tuesday and not-
ed that the vessel was being 
constantly monitored.

The sources said that the 
vessel was being constantly 
monitored by Indian Navy assets including long-range surveil-
lance drones and maritime patrol aircraft. The Indian Navy 
had been monitoring the Chinese research vessel from the 
time it entered IOR. The vessel, known to be fitted with track-
ing and surveillance devices, had entered the Indian Ocean 
Region through the Sunda straits.

Indian Navy’s assets in the IOR and the aerial surveillance 
capabilities ensure that the Navy maintains a comprehensive 
maritime domain awareness in the region.

There have been attempts by China to increase the deploy-
ment of its research vessels in the IOR. ‘Yuan Wang 5’ had 
docked at Hambantota in Sri Lanka in August after being 
initially told to defer the visit. Navy Chief Admiral R Hari 
Kumar had said earlier this month that the Indian Navy is 
keeping a close watch on all developments in the Indian Ocean, 
including the movement of Chinese Navy ships that operate in 
the region. “There are a lot of Chinese ships which operate in 
the Indian Ocean Region. We have about 4-6 PLA Navy ships, 
then some research vessels which operate. A large number of 
Chinese fishing vessels operate in the Indian Ocean Region. 
We keep a close watch on all developments,” the Navy Chief 
said during an annual presser.

The Indian Air Force is scheduled to carry out a consolidated 
training exercise this week in the eastern sector with the aim 
of checking the readiness of their aircraft.

The IAF sources said that the training exercise has been 
planned much in advance. “Indian Air Force is scheduled 
to carry out a consolidated training exercise this week in the 
eastern sector where the readiness of the aircraft would be 
checked. The training exercise has been planned much in 
advance,” the sources said.

Earlier, defence sources told ANI that before the recent clash 
between India and China in the Yangtse area near Tawang, 
Chinese drones had moved very aggressively towards the Indian 
positions on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Arunachal 
Pradesh forcing the Indian Air Force to scramble its fighter 
aircraft deployed in the region. “In the last few weeks, there 
have been two to three occasions where our fighter jets had to 
be scrambled to tackle the Chinese drones moving towards our 
positions on the LAC. The Su-30MKI jets had to be scrambled 
to tackle the air violation threat,” defence sources said. 
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China will not say 
anything but blame 
india: tibetan leader 

Chinese research 
vessel leaves IOR, 
Navy on alert 

iaF to Carry out 
training exerCise in 
eastern seCtor

inCursion attempt

FaCe-oFF

trespassing

CheCking readiness

The Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) between 
China and India re-

mains the longest disputed 
land on earth. The longev-
ity of the clash gets reflected 
once again as Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh informed 
Parliament on Tuesday (13 
December) that the Indian 
Army has withstood China’s 
attempt to change the status 
quo on the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) in Arunachal 
Pradesh, pushing back Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army forces 
involved in the incursion at-
tempt. The standoff between 
both armies escalates very 
frequently and the precursor 
lies in the history of border 
demarcation.

The conflict stretches back 
to at least 1914, when rep-
resentatives from Britain, 
and the Republic of China 
gathered in Shimla to ne-
gotiate a treaty that would 
effectively settle the borders 
between China and India. 
In the meanwhile, Tibet del-
egates were also present in 
determining the autonomy 
of their own state. However, 
Chinese walking out of the 
proposed terms, India and 
Tibet signed a treaty es-
tablishing what would be 
called the McMahon Line, 
named after a British co-
lonial official, Henry Mac-
Mohan, who proposed the 
border. The McMahon Line, 
a 550-mile border that runs 
through the Himalayas, is 

maintained by India as the 
recognised legal border be-
tween China and India, but 
China has never accepted it.

After independence both 
the country signed the 
Panchsheel agreement in 
1954 which remained a 
guiding principle for both 
nations in order to enforce 
friendly relations. Despite 
this, a brief war in 1962 
broke out due to the same 
border issues after which 
both nations again signed 
several bilateral agree-
ments. However, the status 
quo of the LAC remains dis-
puted which is divided into 
three segments; the western 
sector from the Karakoram-
pass to Mount Gya, along 
Chinese-controlled Aksai 
Chin; the middle sector 
from Mount Gya to the bor-
der with Nepal, which is the 
least contested part of the 
border; the eastern sector, 
also known as the McMa-
hon line, along the state of 
Arunachal Pradesh on the 
Indian side. This sector also 
includes the border between 
Sikkim and Tibet.

Formally, both countries 
claim substantial terri-
tory held by the opposing 
party. The Indian claim to 
Chinese-controlled Aksai 
Chin, a 40,000-square-ki-
lometer highland, was a key 
cause of the 1962 brief con-
flict. This almost deserted 
plateau serves as a critical 
link between the Chinese 
autonomous areas of Tibet 
and Xinjiang. In turn, Chi-
na claims 80,000 square 

kilometres of Arunachal 
Pradesh, which it tempo-
rarily held during the 1962 
conflict. Some predict that if 
India waives or significantly 
changes its claim to Aksai 
Chin, China will recognise 
the McMahon line as its 
border. Other commenta-
tors feel that India intends 
to maintain the status quo, a 
position that China does not 
share.

The Siliguri corridor is 130 
kilometres from the Sikkim 
border in the eastern sector. 
This short swath of territory 
connects India’s North-East-
ern states with the rest of the 
country. The Doklam stale-
mate in 2017 was prompted 
by planned Chinese road 
projects, which India saw as 
a danger to this corridor.

The borderland is rich in 
mineral reserves, and vari-

ous mines are being devel-
oped or investigated. The 
Aksai Chin has one of the 
world’s greatest zinc-lead 
deposits, which is currently 
being readied for extraction. 
China began large-scale gold 
and silver mining invest-
ments in Lhünzê County, 
fifty kilometres north of the 
McMahon line. Another 
consideration is the usage 
of hydroelectric electricity 
in the future. The McMahon 
line passes across the Brah-
maputra river valley, where 
both China and India intend 
to build big hydropower 
plants.

China and India also have 
tight economic links and 
would profit from a border 
settlement, but they are 
also the region’s two big-
gest nations and political 
competitors. The debate 

is characterised by a dy-
namic of collaboration and 
conflict, which is typical of 
competitor nations’ political 
relations. In recent years, 
India’s Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and China’s 
President Xi Jinping have 
developed close personal 
ties. Following the Galwan 
standoff in 2020. However, 
the  Tawang incident  has 
been a political blow for 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, whose Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is the 
most committed to India’s 
territorial unity. The re-
sponses from the Home 
Minister and Defence Min-
ister clearly show that India 
remains clear on its histori-
cal demarcation of the bor-
derline which will again 
provide a setback for China 
this time too.

India-China face off again, India strongly 
holds its position on border demarcation
HitesH Kumar mandal
New Delhi
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nitish’s bid to 
Firm opposition 
unity
Bihar Chief minister Nitish 
Kumar is gearing up to 
make a fresh bid to firm 
up opposition unity at the 
national level around the 
ongoing demand for a na-
tionwide caste census. The 
aim is to provide a strong 
counter and oppose the 
BJP’s aggressive hindutva 
politics. Nitish warned the 
non-NDa parties that they 
would be decimated in the 
2024 lok sabha elections if 
they did not come together 
against the BJP. he had 
broken off from the NDa to 
form a new Grand alliance 
government in august and 
had risked it all to make 
efforts for broad-based 
opposition unity across the 
country to take on the BJP 
in the next general elec-
tions. The National Council 
of Bihar’s Janata Dal 
(United) has given Nitish 
Kumar the authority to re-
sume talks of unity with all 
opposition parties against 
the BJP. Taking on the 
responsibility, Nitish stated 
that the general mood in 
the country is against the 
BJP and that it will suffer a 
major setback in 2024.

kharge’s appeal 
among dalits 
The victory of the Congress 
in the himachal Pradesh 
assembly elections is 
backed by the lokniti-
CsDs post-poll survey, 
which shows that 53% of 
Dalit voters in himachal 
Pradesh favoured the 
Congress, while 34% of the 
same caste voted for the 
BJP. aiCC General secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
and Congress President 
mallikarjun Kharge had 
campaigned for Congress 
candidates in himachal 
Pradesh soon after taking 
charge. This showed that 
Congress was intent on 
regaining its lost connec-
tion with the critical Dalit 
community. Now, next 
year’s assembly polls in 
Kharge’s home state of 
Karnataka, besides rajast-
han, madhya Pradesh, and 
Chhattisgarh, will test his 
appeal among Dalits and 
other voters.

tmC’s regional 
aspirations 
Bengal Chief minister ma-
mata Banerjee launched 
the TmC’s state assem-
bly election campaign 
in meghalaya. Banerjee 
arrived in the state on 
monday for a two-day 
visit, and was greeted by 
hundreds of supporters 
and admirers from across 
the state. TmC became the 
main opposition party in 
the 60-member assembly 
in November 2021 after 
former Congress chief 
minister mukul sangma 
switched to mamata’s 
camp along with 11 mlas. 
while the NPP-BJP alli-
ance has already created 
a narrative that TmC is an 
entity from outside, this 
may go against the party in 
a state where regional as-
piration has strong roots. 
as assembly elections in 
meghalaya, Nagaland, and 
Tripura are expected to 
be held in February 2023, 
political parties and the 
election Commission have 
started their activities in 
the three northeastern 
states.

indian army withstood China’s attempt to change the status quo on the laC in arunachal Pradesh 
on 13 december.

After the Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s (BJP) record-break-
ing win in the Gujarat as-
sembly polls, Bhupendra 
Patel returned to the post 
of chief minister for a sec-
ond term. He took oath as 
the 18th chief minister of 
Gujarat along with 16 min-
isters, including Kanubhai 
Mohanlal Desai, Rushikesh 
Ganeshbhai Patel, Patel 
Raghavjibhai Hansrajb-
hai, Balvantsinh Chandan 
Singh Rajput, Kunwarji 
Mohanbhai Babariya, Mu-
lubhai Haridasbhai Bera, 
and others.

Now a report by Gujarat 
Election Watch and the As-
sociation for Democratic 

Reforms has revealed that 
out of 17 ministers, includ-
ing CM Bhupendra Patel, 
four (24%) ministers have 

declared criminal cases 
against themselves, and one 
has declared a senior crimi-
nal case against himself. 

The findings are based on 
the self-sworn affidavits of 
the 17 ministers.

Speaking about their fi-
nancial background,  16 
(94%) out of the 17 ministers 
analysed, are crorepatis and 
the average assets of 17 min-
isters is Rs 32.70 crore.

The minister with the 
highest declared total as-
sets is Balvantsinh Chan-
dansinh Rajput from Sidh-
pur constituency, with 
assets worth Rs 372.65 
crore, whereas the minis-
ter with the lowest declared 
total assets is Khabad Ba-
chubhai Maganbhai from 
Devgadhbaria constitu-
ency, with assets worth Rs 
92.85 lakh.

A total of 14 ministers 
have declared liabilities, of 

which the minister with the 
highest liabilities is Balvan-
tsinh Chandansinh Rajput 
of Sidhpur constituency 
with Rs 12.59 crore of li-
abilities.

6(35%)  ministers  have 
declared their educational 
qualification to be be-
tween 8th and 12th standard 
while 8(47%) ministers 
have declared having an 
educational qualification of 
graduate or above. Three 
(18%) ministers have a di-
ploma.

Three (18%) ministers 
have declared their ages to 
be between 31 and 50 years, 
while 14 (82%) ministers 
have declared their age to 
be between 51 and 80 years.

Out of 17 ministers, one 
(6%) is a woman.

In response to Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar’s 
statement about giving 

Tejashwi Yadav leadership 
for 2025 Assembly elections 
in Bihar, Yadav said that they 
are working together under 
the CM’s guidance and the 
challenge is the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections for which 
the Mahagathbandhan will 
fight now.

“Right now we are working 
together, under Nitish 
Kumar’s guidance. Challenge 
is the 2024 elections and we 
will fight for that,” said Yadav. 

The Chief Minister has said 
that Tejashwi Yadav will 
lead the Mahagathbandhan 
in the 2025 Bihar Assembly 
elections.

“I am saying this from the 
beginning...He (Tejashwi 
Yadav) will definitely do it. 
You understand it right?” 
said Kumar in front of the 
media, on giving Tejashwi 
Yadav leadership for the 2025 
Assembly elections in Bihar.

Notably, Tejashwi Yadav is 
the younger son of Rashtriya 
Janata Dal’s (RJD) founding 
president Lalu Prasad.

Back in August, Kumar 
ended his alliance with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led 

(BJP) National Democratic 
Alliance and rejoined 
hands with RJD on a day of 
rapidly changing political 

developments in Bihar.
Kumar, who was a long-

time BJP ally before snapping 
ties in 2013 and again joining 

hands in 2017, said that there 
was a unanimous decision 
in the party meeting in the 
morning “to break off ties”.

JD-U and BJP had fought 
the 2020 assembly polls 
together and Nitish Kumar 
was made the chief minister 
of the alliance though the 
BJP had won more seats. 
Nitish Kumar’s ties with BJP 
stretched to over two decades 
and he was a minister in 
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
government in 1996. JD-U 
and RJD had fought the 2015 
Bihar polls together. JD-U 
has 45 and the RJD has 79 
MLAs in the 243-member 
Bihar assembly. 

PriyaNka Sharma
New Delhi  
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The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday granted anticipa-
tory bail to Raj Kundra, 
models Sherlyn Chopra and 
Poonam Pandey, as well as 
Umesh Kamat in a pornog-
raphy case. An FIR was filed 
against them for creating ob-
scene content and showing it 
on OTT platforms.

A bench of Justices K.M. 
Joseph and B.V. Nagarathna 
said that all must cooperate 
and join the investigation as 
and when required. It asked 
all the accused to approach 
the concerned Mumbai trial 
court for regular bail. The 
Maharashtra police did not 
oppose the anticipatory bail 

pleas of the accused.
“Having heard the parties, 

we say that these are cases 
where the petitioners should 

be allowed anticipatory bail 
subject to conditions im-
posed by the trial court. In 
case they are required, they 
should fully cooperate. The 
trial court should necessar-
ily incorporate this as a con-
dition,” the apex court stated 
in its order.

The apex court initially 
questioned whether bail 
could be granted in a case 
like this. “What message will 
it send to society,” asked the 
court. “We will protect you 
till you can go to the court for 
regular bail”, said the bench.

Raj Kundra, Poonam Pan-
dey, Sherlyn Chopra, and 
Umesh Kamat sought direc-
tion to quash obscenity pro-
ceedings against them.

Maharashtra cyber police 

have filed a chargesheet 
against them in a case relat-
ed to making pornographic 
content and circulating it on 
OTT platforms for financial 
consideration. They have 
been charged with shoot-
ing obscene videos in two 
suburban five-star hotels, as 
per the Cyber Police’s charge 
sheet filed before a court.

The allegations against 
Kundra were for allegedly 
producing and distributing 
porn films using a subscrib-
er-driven mobile app called 
‘Hotshots’.

Kundra had claimed that 
there was no evidence of 
him being actively involved 
in the creation of the alleged 
content and that he was be-
ing falsely implicated.
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The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) op-
posed bail petitions 

moved by AAP’s Vijay Nair, 
businessmen Sharath Red-
dy and Abhishek Boinpally, 
who are presently in judi-
cial custody in connection 
with the Delhi Excise Policy 
2021–22 money laundering 
case, on Tuesday.

The reply copies were filed 
before Special Judge M.K. 
Nagpal by the ED through 
Special Public Prosecu-
tor Naveen Kumar Matta. 
The detailed arguments on 
Sharath Reddy’s bail peti-
tion will take place on 17 De-
cember.

The court will also hear ar-
guments on the bail plea of 
businessman Sameer Ma-
hendru, who was the first 

person to be arrested by the 
ED in the excise policy case.

During the proceedings 
on Tuesday, senior advo-
cates Kapil Sibal and Sid-
dharth Luthra appeared for 
Sharath Reddy.

The court also fixed 19 De-
cember as the date for hear-
ing three more bail petitions 
in the case moved by Vijay 
Nair, Abhishek Boinpally 
and Binoy Babu.

At present, the court of 
Special Judge MK Nagpal is 
examining the five bail peti-
tions in the excise case.

Recently, the ED filed its 
first prosecution complaint 
(chargesheet) against Sa-
meer Mahendru in the case. 
The chargesheet was filed 
against the businessman 
and some entities, informed 
ED officials in court.

The court was also in-
formed that the chargesheet 

is approximately 3,000 
pages long. The chargesheet 
was filed against the busi-
nessman as the 60-day 
mandatory period for doing 
so expired, according to the 
agency.

Mahendru was arrested 
on 27 September  in connec-
tion with the excise policy 
case.

The ED further informed 
the court that it will file a 
supplementary chargesheet 
against the other arrested 
accused soon.

Further investigation into 
the role of the ECIR, which 
has also been named an ac-
cused in the case, as well as 
allegations against various 
other persons is ongoing.

The investigation into the 
role of other accused per-
sons in the phasing out of 
the remaining proceeds of 
crime is still pending, and a 

supplementary chargesheet 
would be filed at a later date, 
the ED stated in court.

On 10 November, this 
year, the ED arrested Sarath 
Reddy, director, Aurobindo 
Pharma, and Benoy Babu, 
general manager, Interna-
tional Brands, Pernod Ri-
card.

On 14 November, the cen-
tral agency arrested Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) com-
munications in-charge Vijay 
Nair and Hyderabad-based 
businessman Abhishek 
Boinpally in the Delhi ex-
cise policy case.

They were previously ar-
rested in the same case by 
the CBI, but managed to se-
cure bail from a trial court.

In October, the ED raided 
nearly three dozen locations 
in Delhi and Punjab follow-
ing the arrest of Mahendru, 
the managing director of li-

quor distributor Indospirit 
Group in Delhi’s Jorbagh, in 
connection with the case.

Other accused in the case 
are Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia, 
Excise Commissioner Arva 
Gopi Krishna, Deputy Com-
missioner Anand Tiwari, 
and Assistant Commission-
er Pankaj Bhatnagar.

The ED and the CBI had 
alleged irregularities while 
modifying the excise policy, 
adding that undue favours 
were extended to licence 
holders, the licence fee was 
waived or reduced, and the 
L-1 licence was extended 
without the competent au-
thority’s approval.

The beneficiaries diverted 
‘illegal’ gains to the accused 
officials and made false 
entries in their books of ac-
count to evade detection, it 
was further alleged. 

MONEY LAUNDERING 

ED OppOsEs bAIL Of VIjAY NAIR Of 
AAp IN DELhI ExcIsE pOLIcY cAsE                    
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Raj Kundra with his wife and actor Shilpa Shetty.

With enhanced use of cyber-
space, the number of cyber 
crimes, including fraud, is 
also increasing, Minister of 
State for Home Ajay Kumar 
Mishra told the Lok Sabha 
on Tuesday.

The MoS shared the input 
in a written reply to a query 
from Lower House members 
Nishikant Dubey, Jual Oram, 
and Aparupa Poddar.

As per the data maintained, 
the minister said more than 
16 lakh cyber crime inci-
dents have been reported 
and more than 32,000 FIRs 
have been registered from 1 
January 2020, to 7 December 
2022.

Citing National Crime Re-
cords Bureau (NCRB) data 
of state and union territory-
wise cases registered under 
cyber crimes (involving 
communication devices as 
medium and target) during 
the period from 2017 to 2021, 
the Minister said a total of 
21,796 cases were registered 
in 2017, followed by 27,248 in 
2018; 44,735 in 2019; 50,035 
in 2020; and 52,974 in 2021.

Mishra also said that ‘po-
lice’ and “public order” are 
state subjects as per the Sev-
enth Schedule of the Consti-
tution of India. 

“The states and Union Ter-
ritories (UTs) are primarily 
responsible for the preven-
tion, detection, investigation, 
and prosecution of crimes, 
including cyber crime 
through their Law Enforce-
ment Agencies (LEAs). The 
LEAs take legal action as per 
the provisions of law against 
persons involved in cyber 
crime.”

He said the central govern-
ment supplements the ini-
tiatives of the states and the 
UTs through advisories and 
financial assistance under 
various schemes for their 
capacity building.

To strengthen the mecha-
nism to deal with cyber 
crimes in a comprehensive 
and coordinated manner, 
Mishra said, the central gov-
ernment has taken steps for 
spreading awareness about 
cyber crimes, issuing alerts 
and advisories, building ca-
pacity, and training law en-
forcement personnel, pros-
ecutors, and judicial officers 
for improving cyber forensic 
facilities.

The government has es-
tablished the ‘Indian Cyber 
Crime Coordination Centre’ 
(I4C) to provide a framework 
and eco-system for LEAs to 
deal with cyber crimes in a 
comprehensive and coordi-
nated manner, the Minister 
said.

The ‘National Cyber Crime 
Reporting Portal’ (www.cy-
bercrime.gov.in) allows easy 
reporting of all types of cyber 
crimes. 

Cyber crime incidents 
reported on this portal are 
routed automatically to the 
respective state and UT law 
enforcement agencies for 
further handling as per the 
provisions of the law.

The “Citizen Financial 
Cyber Fraud Reporting 
and Management System” 
was launched to allow for 
the immediate reporting of 
financial frauds and to pre-
vent fraudsters from stealing 
funds.

A toll-free helpline num-
ber, ‘1930’ has been opera-
tionalized to get assistance 
in lodging online cyber com-
plaints, said the MoS, adding 
that the “National Informa-
tion Security Policy and 
Guidelines (NISPG) 2019” 
has been issued in order to 
prevent information security 
breaches “Cyber intrusions 
in ICT infrastructure”.

   “The states and UTs have 
also been requested to carry 
out publicity to create mass 
awareness,” said the Minis-
ter.   

ONLINE fRAUD 

‘cYbER cRIMEs 
INcREAsING DEspItE 
ENhANcED UsE Of 
cYbER spAcE’ 

pORNOGRAphY cAsE 

Raj Kundra, Poonam Pandey and Sherlyn 
Chopra get anticipatory bail 
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NO INcREAsE 
IN cUstODIAL 
DEAths IN 
KERALA IN  
2018-19
No increase in custo-
dial deaths in Kerala 
has been noticed in 
2018-19 according to 
data furnished by the 
National human Rights 
Commission (NhRC), 
Minister of State for 
home Affairs Nityanand 
Rai informed the lok 
Sabha on Tuesday. 
The minister replied 
in writing to a query of 
Congress MP Kumba-
kudi Sudhakaran on 
“whether the govern-
ment has taken note 
that custodial deaths in 
Kerala have increased 
by 100% in 2018-19, 
as per the records of 
NhRC”.   

1,811 fcRA 
REGIstRAtION 
cERtIfIcAtEs 
cANcELLED                    
The Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Act (FCRA) 
registration certificates 
of 1,811 associations 
have been cancelled 
from 2019 to 2021, 
the Ministry of home 
Affairs (MhA) told the 
lok Sabha on Tuesday. 
Union Minister of State 
for home Nityanand Rai 
shared the input in a 
written reply to a query 
of Trinamool Congress 
MP Sougata Ray. 

174 chINEsE 
cOMpANIEs 
REGIstERED 
IN INDIA
During the Parliament’s 
winter session, the gov-
ernment informed the 
house on Monday that 
there were 174 Chinese 
companies registered 
in the country as foreign 
companies having a 
place of business in 
india with the ministry 
of corporate affairs 
(MCA). The government 
also said that as per the 
CDM database, there 
are 3,560 companies in 
india that have Chinese 
directors. however, the 
government mentioned 
that it was not possible 
to give the number 
of companies with 
Chinese investors or 
shareholders as the 
data is not separately 
maintained .

hOUsE 
cOMMIttEE 
sUMMONs cEO Of 
IGI AIRpORt ON  
15 DEcEMbER                    
The Parliamentary 
Standing Committee 
for Transport, Tour-
ism, and Culture has 
summoned the chief 
executive officer of 
Delhi international 
Airport limited (DiAl) 
and others on 15 De-
cember amid reports 
of passengers facing 
congestion at the 
indira Gandhi inter-
national (iGi) airport. 
The committee led by 
YSR Rajya Sabha MP 
Vijaysai Reddy took suo 
motu cognisance of 
complaints of passen-
ger inconvenience at 
the Delhi airport before 
issuing summons to 
the DiAl CeO. 

parliament

iN bRiEf

IN thE cOURts
VaRaNasi cOuRT DEfERs plEa sEEKiNG casE 
aGaiNsT aKhilEsh, OWaisi TO 22 DEcEmbER 
A Varanasi court deferred the hearing to 22 December of a plea seek-
ing the filing of a case against Samajwadi Party (SP) president Akhilesh 
Yadav and All india Majlis-e-ittehadul Muslimeen (AiMiM) chief Asaduddin 
Owaisi for allegedly hurting religious sentiments of the people of Kashi by 
making controversial remarks.
The SP and AiMiM chiefs allegedly made the controversial remarks 
regarding the shivling-like structure found in the Gyanvapi mosque com-
pound during a court-ordered survey on 16 May this year to 22 December.
The hearing was deferred due to the condolences announced after the 
death of a senior lawyer.
earlier, the SP chief stoked controversy with his remarks on the Shivling-
like structure. he had said, “in our hinduism, place a stone anywhere, in-
stall a red flag there, under a peepal tree, and it becomes a temple.”  The 
AiMiM Chief Owaisi had earlier said that a shivling-like structure found in 
the Gyanvapi mosque “was not a shivling but a fountain.” Notably, more 
than half a dozen cases have been filed in court on the Gyanvapi case, and 
hearings on all these are going on in different courts. Now, the court will 
deliver a verdict after hearing many cases of the same nature together.
The Supreme Court on 11 November had extended its earlier order to 
protect the area where the ‘Shivling’ was stated to be discovered.

sc TO hEaR plEas challENGiNG sEcTiON 6a 
Of ciTizENship acT ON 10 JaNuaRy
The Supreme Court on Tuesday posted the petitions for hearing on 10 
January 2023, challenging the constitutional validity of Section 6A of the 
Citizenship Act, inserted by way of an amendment in 1985 in furtherance 
of the Assam Accord.
A five-judge Constitution bench of Chief Justice DY Chandrachud, Justices 
MR Shah, Krishna Murari, hima Kohli, and P.S. Narasimha asked the 
counsels in the case to segregate the cases into distinct categories.
At the outset, senior advocate Kapil Sibal told the bench that the parties 
had decided to sit together and identify the issues that were to be segre-
gated and heard in the case.
On 17 December 2014, a matter relating to citizenship in Assam was 
referred to the five-judge Constitution bench. On 19 April 2017, the apex 
court constituted the bench to hear the case.
The National Register for Citizens (NRC), a list of indian citizens contain-
ing all the necessary information for their identification, was first formu-
lated following the 1951 national census.
The Assam NRC is meant to identify illegal immigrants in the state who 
migrated from Bangladesh after 25 March 1971.
in 1985, the indian government and the representatives of the Assam 
Movement negotiated and drafted the Assam Accord and created catego-
ries of immigrants. The NRC exercise in Assam was carried out under 
Section 6A of the Citizenship Act of 1955 .

cOuRT GRaNTs iNTERim bail TO umaR 
KhaliD fOR his sisTER’s WEDDiNG
A Delhi Court on Monday, while granting interim bail to Umar Khalid, 
imposed the condition that during this period he shall remain at home 
except on the days of wedding functions. he has been granted interim 
bail in order to attend his younger sister’s wedding.
Amitabh Rawat, Additional Sessions Judge of Karkardooma Court, im-
posing other conditions on Umar Khalid, also directed that “he shall not 
meet the members of the public. he will be entitled to interact with his 
family members, relatives, and friends during the marriage ceremony, 
but during his entire interim bail period, he shall remain at his home at 
Johri Farm, Delhi, except to attend marriage functions on 26 December 
2022, 27 December 2022, and 28 December 2022, at the designated 
place.
“indubitably, the present case involves the application of the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act along with indian Penal Code offences against 
the applicant/accused Umar Khalid. his regular bail application has 
already been dismissed by this Court as also by the Division Bench of the 
high Court of Delhi,” the court said.
The court noted in the order that interim bail was sought for attending 
the marriage of Zainab Fatima, the applicant’s real younger sister.

JasmiNE shah’s REmOVal REfERRED TO 
pREsiDENT DuE TO DiffRENcE Of OpiNiON
Delhi lieutenant Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena and other respon-
dents have filed an affidavit on the petition of Jasmine Shah, stating 
that the matter has been referred to the President in view of the dif-
ference of opinion expressed by Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia 
and Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal.
The matter is related to the recommendations made by the lG to the 
chief minister for the removal of Jasmine Shah from the post of Vice 
Chairperson of the Delhi Dialogue and Development Commission 
(DDCD). The Deputy Chief Minister had directed the Planning Depart-
ment to rescind orders dated 17 November as the counsel for the 
petitioner had submitted in the court, the affidavit said.
The affidavit has submitted that the matter is presently under con-
sideration by the President of india in accordance with the procedure 
enshrined under Article 239AA of the Constitution, and until the 
President of india returns a decision upon the matter, it would be 
prudent for all the parties before this court to take no further action in 
the matter.
it has been also submitted that the lG reiterated that the matter stood 
referred to the President of india. Furthermore, the office of the lG 
also reiterated that, pending the decision of the President, no further 
action could be taken on the matter by any authority, besides the 
President.

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on Tuesday clarified 
in the Lok Sabha that there was “no proposal” under con-
sideration for bringing crimes of caste terrorism under the 
purview of the National Investigation Agency (NIA).

Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai replied 
to the query of a member of the Lower House, D. Ravikumar, 
when he asked, “Whether the government has any proposal 
to bring crimes of caste terrorism under the purview of Na-
tional Investigation Agency (NIA), if so, the details thereof, 
and if not, the reasons therefor.”

“No such proposal is under consideration of the govern-
ment. All aspects of terrorist acts have been defined in the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, in a comprehen-
sive manner, and all incidents of terrorism are investigated 
and prosecuted under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, 1967, and the criminal laws of the country,” Rai said in 
the written reply.

As per the National Investigation Agency Act, 2008, the 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) is mandated to inves-
tigate and prosecute offences of grave nature affecting the 
sovereignty, security, and integrity of India, the security of a 
state, friendly relations with foreign states, matters relating 
to international treaties, etc., as specified in the Schedule to 
the National Investigation Agency Act, 2008, which includes 
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, the Minister 
further said.

As per the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India, 
subjects of “police” and “public order” are with the state gov-
ernments. However, to prevent the commission of atroci-
ties against people belonging to the “Scheduled Castes” and 
“Scheduled Tribes” of society, the government has enacted the 
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act, 1989, for the speedy trial of such offences and 
for the relief and rehabilitation of the victims of such offences.

pARLIAMENt pROcEEDINGs 

MHA denies 
bringing crimes 
of caste terrorism 
under NIA
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Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu has said that his gov-
ernment will fulfil all the 
commitments made to the 
people after the cabinet is 
formed. Both the CM and 
his deputy, while speaking 
to ANI, assured the people 
of the state that they would 
fulfil all commitments made 
to them.

“The instructions have 
been given on the commit-
ments we have given. We will 
implement the commitments 
after the cabinet is formed,” 
said Chief Minister Sukhu.

The Chief Minister also 
held a meeting with the 
MLAs, and they collectively 
decided to withdraw subsi-
dised rates in guest houses 
for legislators.

“Today was my first day. 
After taking inputs from all 
the legislators, the party has 

decided that the same treat-
ment will be given to the leg-
islators as common citizens 
on rent and food prices in 
Himachal Bhawan and Hi-
machal Sadan. The Congress 
Party has withdrawn that fa-
cility. Instructions are being 
prepared for MPs and offi-
cers, but we have prepared 
the instructions for MLAs,” 
said Sukhu.

He said if the subsidised 
rates are withdrawn for of-

ficers, MPs and others will 
be decided.

“We need to decide now 
if we have to do it for all 
classes or just one class. So, 
a discussion will be held on 
uniformity. But in the meet-
ing with MLAs, they said 
that the same facility should 
be given to them as common 
people, said Sukhu.

He said Congress legisla-
tors will join the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra on 15 December.

TDG NeTwork
Shimla

NEW RESPONSIBILITY

WILL ImPLEmENT cOmmITmENTS 
madE TO PEOPLE: HImacHaL cm

LETTER TO GOVERNOR 

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann has sent a letter 
to the state governor and ad-
ministrator of Chandigarh, 
Banwari Lal Purohit, to ex-
press resentment over the 
removal of a Punjab cadre 
IPS officer from the post of 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police (SSP) Kuldeep Cha-
hal, Chandigarh.

In the letter written to the 
Governor, the Chief Minister 
apprised the Governor that 
the post of Senior Super-
intendent of Police, Union 
Territory, Chandigarh, has 
traditionally been occupied 
by a Punjab Cadre IPS Offi-
cer. Likewise, he said that an 
IAS officer of the Haryana 
Cadre had been appointed as 
the Deputy Commissioner of 
the UT. However, Bhagwant 
Mann said that he was sur-
prised to learn that 2009 
batch IPS officer of Punjab 
cadre Kuldeep Singh Cha-

hal has been repatriated to 
Punjab prematurely.

The Chief Minister further 
said that, much to the dis-
may of the state, the charge 
of SSP, Chandigarh, has been 
given to a Haryana Cadre 
IPS Officer. He said that this 
move was unwanted and un-
desirable, as it was going to 
disturb the balance among 
the states in running the 
affairs of UT, Chandigarh. 
Bhagwant Mann further 
said that if, for some reason, 
SSP Kuldeep Singh Chahal 

was to be repatriated, then a 
panel of suitable IPS officers 
should have been sought 
from Punjab well in advance.

Seeking the intervention 
of the Governor in the mat-
ter, the Chief Minister said 
that the state government 
will shortly be sending a 
panel of three IPS officers 
from the Punjab cadre for 
the post of SSP, Chandigarh. 
He expressed hope that soon 
an IPS officer of the Punjab 
Cadre will be appointed as 
SSP, Chandigarh.

Mann expresses resentment 
over unceremonious removal 
of Punjab cadre

SPRUNG TO acTION 

ELEcTION PREPaRaTION cULTURaL TIEScRITIcISm

KEY aNNOUNcEmENTS 

After taking charge as Hi-
machal Pradesh Chief Min-
ister, Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on Monday an-
nounced that all special fa-
cilities in Himachal Sadan, 
Himachal Bhawan and oth-
er rest houses will be with-
drawn with immediate effect 
from all MLAs.

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
said, “Today I have taken 
charge as Chief Minister. So, 
I called upon the meeting 
with Congress Legislators. 
I asked about their Vidhan 
Sabha constituency and a 
policy decision was taken. 
All the MLAs have taken a 
policy decision and I want 
to thank all the legislators. 
They said that in Himachal 
Bhawan, Himachal Sadan, 
less money was taken from 
the MLAs and more money 
was taken from the common 
man.”

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
said that the MLAs will also 
be paying taxes like ordinary 
citizens.

“With this vision, we have 
decided that the money 

which is taken from com-
mon people in the Him-
achal Bhavan and Himachal 
Sadan, the money same 
amount will be taken from 
the MLAs and the officers. 
In this context, we have 
taken a policy decision that 
MLAs will also pay subdues 
like ordinary citizens. This 
is the decision of the legisla-
tors,” Sukhu said.

Sukhu took oath as the 
15th Chief Minister of the hill 
state at a ceremony in Shimla 
on Sunday.                 

He further added that the 
cabinet is yet to be expanded 
and two schemes will be im-
plemented, along with vari-
ous other operations.

“The cabinet is yet to be 
expanded. In the first cabi-
net, we have said that we 
will implement ops and will 
implement 2 schemes. After 
the first cabinet, the media 
will be informed about the 
decisions,” said Sukhu.

CM Sukhu stated that the 
MLAs’ facilities in Himachal 
Pradesh, whether in Delhi 
or Chandigarh, have been 
withdrawn with immedi-
ate effect. Everywhere, one 
price will be given.

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar on 
Tuesday announced the 
formation of an 11-member 
executive committee for the 
Haryana Gurdwara Manage-
ment Committee, consisting 
of five office bearers and six 
members. He said that this 
committee will oversee the 
administrative management 
of all 52 historical Gurdwara 
Sahib Gurdwaras in Hary-
ana. He further stated that 
the 41-member committee is 
temporary until further elec-
tions are conducted.

The responsibility for the 
election has been given to the 
Deputy Commissioner, Ku-
rukshetra. Firstly, the voter 
list of Sikhs in Haryana will 
be prepared. This process is 
expected to take six months. 
The headquarters of the 
Haryana Gurdwara Man-
agement Committee will be 
in Kurukshetra.

The Chief Minister said 
that when the elections are 

held after the voters’ list 
is prepared, the Haryana 
Gurdwara Prabandhak 
Committee will also honour 
the unanimously elected 
members on behalf of the 
government. He said that 
the Haryana government 
has always given respect to 
Sikh gurus.

The 550th anniversary 
of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, 
450th anniversary of Sri 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji, and 
the 400th anniversary of 
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji 
have been celebrated; be-
sides, a museum and me-
morial are being built in 
Lohgarh, Yamunanagar, 
in memory of Baba Banda 
Singh Bahadur Ji.

The Chief Minister also 
appealed to the Sikh com-
munity of Haryana to col-
lectively contribute to the 
social cause. 

Earlier, the members of the 
41-member Haryana Sikh 
Gurdwara Management 
Ad-hoc Committee met with 
Manohar Lal Khattar at the 
Sant Kabir Kutir.

Senior Congress leader and 
Punjab’s leader of the oppo-
sition (LoP), Partap Singh 
Bajwa, on Tuesday criti-
cised Bhagwant Mann for 
continuing with tainted cab-
inet minister Fauja Singh 
Sarari and for giving cabinet 
rank to Prof. Baljinder Kaur 
through the backdoor.

Bajwa said Prof. Baljinder 
Kaur was no doubt a two-
time MLA, and it was the 
prerogative of the Bhagwant 
Mann government to induct 
ministers into the council as 
per his choice.

“However, it is clear that 
because the AAP govern-
ment does not want to in-
duct Prof. Baljinder Kaur 
into the cabinet as a minis-
ter, she is being accorded a 
similar status as the party’s 
chief whip so that she does 
not turn out to be rebellious 
in the near future,” said Ba-
jwa, adding that such an act 

by the AAP government 
was unprecedented and 
Congress would ensure it 
passed legal muster.

Meanwhile, Bajwa criti-
cised Bhagwant Mann for 
continuing with Sarari as 
cabinet minister, who has 
been tainted after the au-
dio clip leak in which he 
was heard in conversation 
with his personal assistant 
Tarsem Lal Kapoor chalk-
ing out a plan to extract 
money from the contrac-
tors.

Bajwa said AAP’s double 

standard on corruption has 
been exposed in both the 
Himachal Pradesh and Gu-
jarat assembly polls, where 
Arvind Kejriwal and Bhag-
want Mann lost miserably. 
In both the states, Kejriwal 
failed to hard sell the Delhi 
and Punjab models.

Bajwa said it was no se-
cret now that the AAP did 
not go all the way to Guja-
rat to fight against the BJP 
because if it did, the saf-
fron party would not have 
registered the highest ever 
victory. 

Himachal CM 
withdraws special 
facilities from all MLAs 
with immediate effect 

Haryana announces 
committee for gurdwara
management 

Sarari’s continuation and 
Baljinder’s backdoor entry 
into cabinet worrying: Bajwa
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IN NaTIONaL caPITaL 

A large number of 
people from the 
Sikh community in 

New Delhi staged a protest 
on Tuesday over the act of 
sealing Gurudwara Sha-
heed Bhai Taru, situated at 
Naulakha in Lahore, Paki-
stan.

Members of the main or-
ganiser group, Jag Aasra 
Guru Ott ( JAGO), along 
with several other angered 
Sikhs, marched towards 
the Pakistan High Com-
mission and submitted 
their memorandum to the 
officials.

Leading the protest at 

Teen Murti Chowk, Manjit 
Singh GK, President of Jag 
Aasra Guru Ott ( JAGO), 
said, “The JAGO party and 
Sikhs of Delhi have come 
here to protest against 
the Pakistan government, 
which has put the lock on 
the historical gurudwara of 
Shaheed Bhai Taru Singh. 
The land and property of 
Gurudwara have already 
been taken by the land ma-
fia. The Pakistan govern-
ment should remove that 
lock and hand over the keys 
to Sikh communities or the 
Pakistan Gurudwara Pra-
bandhak committee.”

The debate regarding the 
existence of the Gurdwara 
in Naulakha, Lahore, has 

raged for a long time.
Previously, the Sikh com-

munity was not permitted 
to commemorate the death 
anniversary of Shaheed 
Bhai Taru Singh at his Sa-
madhi due to pressure from 
a local hardline Muslim 
group that claimed owner-
ship of the Samadhi’s land.

Once again, land sharks in 
Lahore attempted to seize 
the Gurudwara’s property, 
causing unrest between the 
local Sikh and Muslim com-
munities.

It is ironic that on one 
hand, Pakistan tries to por-
tray itself as a tolerant state 
by opening the Gurudwara 
at Kartarpur, while on the 
other, the ruling dispensa-

tion under the pressure of 
mafias is sealing several 
religious places of minori-
ties, escalating the tension 
between the majority Mus-
lim community and other 
religious groups.

As per the Nehru-Liaquat 
agreement of 1950, both the 
governments of India and 
Pakistan solemnly agreed 
to the safety and security 
of the minorities living in 
their respective countries, 
their places of worship, and 
other properties.

However, the minorities 
living in the Islamic Repub-
lic continue to suffer as Pak-
istan has completely failed 
to honour the decisions 
both sides had agreed upon. 

SIKHS PROTEST aGaINST SEaLING 
Of GURUdWaRa IN PaKISTaN
TDG NeTwork
new delhi

top of the day

YOUTH fOUNd 
dEad IN 
HaRYaNa’S 
YamUNa NaGaR
YamUna nagar: a 
youth in his 20s was 
found dead in a canal in 
haryana’s Yamuna nagar 
area, police said. The 
body was recovered from 
the western Yamuna 
canal located behind a 
hotel in the area. There 
were injury marks on the 
body. as per reports, the 
deceased was around 20 
to 25 years old. .

 ‘SEIaa dOES NOT 
adHERE TO THE 
RIGHT TO  
SERVIcE acT’ 
Chandigarh: The State 
environment impact 
assessment authority is 
alleged to have com-
menced “closed-door” 
meetings with private 
parties and not adhere 
to the rules and regula-
tions required for the 
environment. ajay Jagga, 
a resident of Chandigarh, 
made the allegation while 
attending the 225th meet-
ing of the Seiaa. Jagga 
alleged that Seiaa did not 
show the basic courtesy 
of listening to him as his 
case was listed in the 
meeting agenda. Jagga 
requested that Chief min-
ister Bhagwant mann to 
dissolve such a commit-
tee that does not adhere 
to the right to Service 
act.  Seiaa is the author-
ity to give environmental 
clearances to government 
and private construction 
projects, mining proj-
ects, road construction 
projects, etc.

HImacHaL 
PRadESH cm 
SUKHU PaYS 
cOURTESY VISIT 
TO GOVERNOR
Shimla: after assuming 
the charge of the Chief 
minister of himachal 
Pradesh, Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu paid a 
courtesy call on governor 
rajendra Vishwanath 
arlekar at raj Bhavan, 
on Tuesday for the first 
time. while congratulat-
ing the Chief minister, 
the governor hoped that 
under his leadership 
himachal Pradesh would 
achieve new heights of 
development.  “i have 
seen the performance 
of Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu in Vidhan Sabha. 
he is a visionary leader 
and i hope, his team will 
perform all the admin-
istrative work smoothly”, 
said arlekar. 

cOURT ORdERS 
IN HaRYaNa TO 
BE aVaILaBLE IN 
HINdI 
Chandigarh: hary-
ana governor Bandaru 
dattatraya on Tuesday 
approved the notification 
issued by the haryana 
information, Public 
relations, and languages 
department for the 
purpose under sub-
section (2) of section 1 of 
the haryana languages 
(amendment) act, 2020 
(13 of 2020), which will be 
applicable from 1 april 
2023. The government 
has taken this decision 
keeping in mind the 
convenience of the public. 
as the objective of justice 
in a democracy is that 
the litigant should get 
speedy justice in his own 
language, he should not 
remain speechless during 
the proceedings. 

TaruNi GaNDhi
Chandigarh

Taking note of the party’s manifesto and promises, newly ap-
pointed Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhwinder Singh 
Sukhu made numerous announcements in the first cabinet 
meeting. Highlighting the implementation of 10 guarantees, 
Sukhu said that the old pension scheme (one of the key poll 
agendas) would be brought back.

At his first cabinet meeting on Monday, a day after taking 
oath, Sukhu also brought up the rent and food expenses of 
MLAs.

“We have decided that in Himachal Bhawan and Himachal 
Sadan, rent and food expenses for MLAs will be the same 
as for common people. Earlier, common people paid the full 
amount and MLAs got these facilities at subsidised rates, but 
that won’t happen anymore,” said CM Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu.

He also directed that the appointments of the Chairman, VC, 
and nominated members in boards and corporations, coop-
erative institutions, and other committees, including temple 
committees and ULBs, be terminated forthwith.

CM Sukhu also directed that the status quo be maintained 
with respect to those transfer orders that were unimplement-
ed and said that decisions taken by the cabinet since 1 April 
will be reviewed and all institutions for which notifications 
for creation/up-gradation were issued will be de-notified.

Sukhu on Sunday took oath as the new chief minister of 
Himachal Pradesh. Mukesh Agnihotri, former Leader of Op-
position in the Assembly, also took oath as the deputy chief 
minister of the state.

The swearing-in ceremony was attended by top leaders of 
Congress, including national president Mallikarjun Kharge, 
MP Rahul Gandhi and All India Congress Committee (AICC) 
general secretary Priyanka Gandhi.

Congress won the Assembly polls in the state, bagging a 
total of 40 seats.

Bhagwant Mann

Partap Singh Bajwa.

Sukhwinder Sukhu taking charge as Himachal CM.

Italian Ambassador to In-
dia, Vincenzo de Luca paid 
a courtesy call to Punjab 
Governor and Administra-
tor, UT, Chandigarh,  Ban-
warilal Purohit at Punjab 
Raj Bhavan, Chandigarh 
and expressed keen interest 
in promotion of cultural and 
tourism ties.

The Governor of Punjab 
said, “It is a pleasure to meet 
an Ambassador whose pri-
orities are clear and who has 
chalked out a clear road map 
towards strengthening bilat-
eral relations.” 

The governor suggested 
a greater thrust on cultural 
exchange programmes and 
“creating a path for collabo-
ration” in the cultural field. 
Tourism promotion scope 
was also touched upon. He 
also sought Italy to be a vi-
brant partner in ‘Make in In-
dia’ project and set up their 
production units in India. 
“The single window clear-
ance for industry, relatively 

cheap labour and requisite 
trained manpower would 
facilitate the establishment 
of units”, opined Purohit.

The Italian envoy approved 
of the enhanced cultural ex-
change programmes and 
suggested the exchange of 
dance and music troupes, 
the showcasing of movies, 
and the initiation of Italian 
language courses. 

He said that direct flights 
from Amritsar to Milan are 
on cards and possibility of 
the same from Mohali to Mi-
lan can also be explored.

Italian ambassador with the 
Governor.



COUNTER ARGUMENT 

Jamia violence: Police 
opposes amended plea 
for independent inquiry

The Delhi Police in its reply 
filed in the Delhi High Court 
opposed the amended appli-
cation seeking independent 
inquiry and constitution of 
a Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) in relation to violence 
in Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) 
University on 15 December 
2019. 

The reply of Delhi Police 
stated that a PIL cannot seek 
either a judicial enquiry or 
investigation by any third-
party agency for ventilating 
grievances of persons who 
are not before the Hon’ble 
Court. It is submitted that an 
amendment which changes 
the nature of the plaint/pe-
tition, in law, cannot be per-

mitted. The Division Bench 
of Delhi High Court on the 
last date of the hearing had 
sought a response of Delhi 
Police over an amended 
application sought by the 
Independent Inquiry and 
constitution of the Special 
Investigation Team (SIT). 

The matter is now listed 
for a hearing on 12 January 
2023. 

The bench of Justice Sid-
dharth Mridul and Jus-
tice Talwant Singh earlier 
had noted that the several 
prayers in the matter have 
become infructuous and 
the petitioner is press-
ing for only a few prayers 
through an amended plea 
seeking monetary com-
pensation, the constitution 
of SIT etc. 

TDG NETWORK
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INDIA, UK AGREE TO BOOST INVESTMENTS, EXPORTS IN FTA TALKS 
BILATERAL COMMERCE 

NIVEDITA MUKHERJEE
NEW DELHI

Raising expecta-
tions over an early 
conclusion of the 

much protracted India-UK 
free trade agreement, Min-
ister for Commerce and 
Industry Piyush Goyal and 
UK Secretary of State for 
International Trade Kemi 
Badenoch expressed satis-
faction on the state of nego-
tiations in the ongoing 6th 
round of talks -- for a deal 
-- presently underway in 
New Delhi. “The Ministers 
urged the negotiating team 
to work together with an 
aim to iron out the differ-
ences in the spirit of mutual 
accommodation based on 
the principle of reciprocity 
and respect for each other’s 
sensitivities, for a balanced, 
mutually beneficial, fair 

and equitable outcome,” 
as per a Commerce Minis-
try statement on Tuesday. 
This is the first face-face 
meeting between Goyal and 
Badenoch who took over as 
the UK’s Trade Secretary 
in September 2022 in the 
Liz Truss Cabinet and has 
retained her position under 
the Premiership of Rishi 
Sunak, bestowing a sense 
of continuity on the favour-
able approach of the British 
leadership towards an FTA 
with India which was also 
articulated by Sunak dur-
ing his meeting with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at 
the G-20 summit in Octo-
ber this year. In an official 
statement on her visit to 
India, Badenoch had stated 
her intent to drive progress 
on an ambitious bilateral 
trade deal between the two 
nations.

The discussions also fea-
tured a wide range of bi-
lateral trade and economic 
relations as the two nations 
look at unlocking the full 
potential of boosting jobs, 
investments and exports 
between the two countries 
through the FTA. As Goyal 
pointed out, India and UK 
investment and economic 
relations are already strong 
and have grown over the 
years with India adopting 
an export-led strategy to 
spin its growth story which 
is inclusive and sustainable

The sixth round of talks 
also come opportunely 
with India replacing the UK 
as the 5th largest economy 
in the world and taking 
over the G-20 presidency, a 
grouping which has UK as a 
key member. As Saket Dal-
mia, president of PHDCCI 
points out, India has signed 

13 FTAs and 6 Preferential 
Trade Agreements (PTAs) 
with various countries of 
which only 3 FTAs are with 
the G 20 nations includ-
ing Australia, Japan and 
Republic of Korea. Going 
ahead, signing FTAs with 
other potential markets 
such as the UK would en-
hance India’s expansion of 
exports with G20, accord-
ing to Dalmia.

Strong growth in the In-
dian economy is expected 
to boost UK exports to In-
dia by over £9 billion by the 
middle of the next decade, 
and UK businesses are 
already taking advantage 
of the flourishing trading 
relationship as India un-
leashes a spate of policies 
and reforms including PLI 
scheme, National Infra-
structure Pipeline, Devel-
opment Finance Institution 

and privatization of non-
strategic sectors PSU to at-
tract investments.

The talks – the first formal 
round since July – will see 
India driving its top prior-
ity of securing more study 
and work visas as well as 
expanding the trading re-
lationship. If the FTA goes 
through as per the terms, 
the Indian companies 
would be able to export to 
the UK at reduced tariffs. 
The negotiations are ex-
pected to target a deal to cut 
tariffs and open opportuni-
ties for UK services such as 
financial and legal. Accord-
ing to an international trade 
expert aware of the develop-
ments, the UK side is look-
ing at reduction in tariffs in 
food and drink and health-
care, a greater alignment of 
standards and simplified 
customs procedures and 

alignment of data protec-
tion rules and IP practices. 
India’s interests lie in real-
ising the full potential of 
the India-UK partnership, 
particularly in innovation 
and R&D-intensive sectors. 
However, the negotiations 
may go beyond the March 
2023 target, say industry 
sources.

During her visit, the 
Trade Secretary will also 
meet with business leaders 
to better understand their 
needs for a modern UK - In-
dia trade relationship. This 
will include a meeting with 
envoPAP, a UK company 
investing over £10 million 
in India to construct a plant 
producing Fair trade paper 
and packaging products. 
British coffee and sand-
wich retailer Pret will open 
its first branch in India early 
in 2023.

Gyanvapi: Hearing deferred to 14 December
IN ALLAHABAD HC
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The hearing on the peti-
tion against the demand 
for regular worship of 
‘Shringar Gauri’ has been 
deferred to Wednesday in 
the Allahabad High Court. 
On behalf of the temple 
side, it was said that the 
witnesses in the Deen Mo-
hammad case had shared 
the details of the places of 
worship in the Gyanvapi 
Mosque. The hearing of 
the revision petition of An-
juman Intezamia Masjid 
Committee is being done by 
Justice J.J. Munir via video 

conferencing. 
Advocate Harishankar 

Jain argued and said that in 
the case of Deen Mohd, 12 
witnesses had given state-
ments regarding places of 
worship. He pointed out 
the misuse of Khasra num-
ber 9130 from the side of 
the mosque and how it was 
being used as evidence. 

He further said, “From 
the Masjid side the word 
‘Alamgir Mosque’ is be-
ing used whereas in Deen 
Mohd. case the word 
‘Gyanvapi Masjid’ has been 
used. It has also been de-
cided that the temple was 
demolished which was not 

right according to Islam.” 
“In the Deen Mohammad 
case, the plaintiff was al-
lowed to offer Namaz only 
in the dome. The demand 
to declare the entire site as 
Waqf was not accepted,” he 
stated.

“Jains referred to mytho-
logical texts and said that 
there is only one Vishwesh-
war in Kashi, i.e Mahadev 
himself and it was broken. 
But the ownership of the 
land is still vested in the 
idol. The mosque is not 
owned. The permission 
was sought on the basis of 
the old practice of offer-
ing Namaz. The Muslim 

community has not been 
allowed to offer Namaz,” 
Advocate Harishankar Jain 
added. 

Petitioner advocate SFA 
Naqvi alleged that the tem-
ple side is cleverly seeking 
the right to worship in the 
mosque premises by filing a 
case, which is a violation of 
the Places of Worship Act. 

A Varanasi civil suit has 
been filed against stopping 
the worship of Shringar 
Gauri, which has been go-
ing on for a long time. Ig-
noring the objection on the 
maintainability of the suit, 
the court is conducting the 
hearing. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

‘China attempted to change status 
quo, we gave a fitting reply’ 

from such actions and maintain peace and tran-
quility along the border. The issue has also been 
taken up with the Chinese side through diplo-
matic channels,” Singh said.

The Defence Minister assured the Upper House that “our 
forces are committed to protecting our territorial integrity 
and will continue to thwart any attempt made on it”. Singh 
displayed confidence that “this entire House will stand 
united in supporting our soldiers in the brave effort.”

The Minister also assured the House that “our forces are 
committed to protecting our territorial integrity and will 
continue to thwart any attempt made on it”. 

“I am confident that this entire House will stand united in 
supporting our soldiers in their brave effort,” the Minister 
added.

The clash near Yangtse along the LAC in the sensitive 
sector took place last Friday amid the over 30-month 
border standoff between the two sides in eastern Ladakh. 

Amid Chinese aggression, IAF 
scrambled jets 2-3 times 
drones moving towards our positions on the LAC. The 
Su-30MKI jets had to be scrambled to tackle the air 
violation threat,” defence sources said news agency. 

The Indian Air Force keeps a close watch on Chinese 
drone activities along the LAC in the northeast. The ac-
tions have to be taken as the drones or any aircraft cannot 
be allowed to violate the airspace, they said. 

The sources said if the drones fly parallel to the 
LAC, the Indian side does not have any issues with it 
but if the aircraft or drones are picked up by radars 
flying towards Indian territory, necessary actions 
have to be taken to prevent any violation, they said. 
The Indian Air Force has a strong presence in the north-
east with squadrons of Su-30 fighter jets deployed at mul-
tiple locations including Tezpur and Chhabua in Assam. 
The Rafale combat jets have also been deployed very close 
at Hashimara in West Bengal. 

The Indian Air Force has also strengthened its air de-
fence coverage in the area with the operationalisation of 
the S-400 air defence system in the Assam sector only. The 
system can take care of any aerial threat over almost the 
entire area. 

The Chinese and Indian side recently agreed on multiple 
measures to prevent any aerial escalation after the violation 
of air space by Chinese in Ladakh sector earlier this year. 

After the provocations by the Chinese in the area, the In-
dian side strongly took up the issue at military talks and it 
was decided that the fighter aircraft of both sides would 
remain much behind their perceived Line of Actual Control 
in the area. 

Opposition slams govt over LAC 
clash, Shah condemns ruckus 

interests along the international border.

Meanwhile, Amit Shah condemned the Opposition act 
and said: “Today in Lok Sabha Opposition did not allow 
Question Hour to run. I condemn this act. Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister clearly said that the Defence Minister will 
make a statement on this (Tawang faceoff) in the Parlia-
ment,” he said. “The opposition raised the issue of India-
China face off to avoid question being raised in Lok Sabha 
on FCRA violation by the Rajiv Gandhi foundation,” Shah 
alleged. 

The Union home minister said,”I saw the question hour 
list and after seeing question number 5, I understood the 
anxiety (of Congress). The question was regarding the 
cancellation of the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act 
(FCRA) licence of the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation (RGF).”

“If they would have allowed I would have given an answer 
in Parliament that Rajiv Gandhi Foundation received grant 
of Rs 1.35 crores from the Chinese Embassy during 2005-
2007, which was not appropriate as per FCRA. So as per the 
rules, Home Ministry cancelled its registration,” he added. 

‘It’s not 1962’: Arunachal CM
“Yangtse is under my assembly constituency & every year 

I meet the Jawans & villagers of the area. It’s not 1962 any-
more. If anyone tries to transgress, our brave soldiers will 
give a befitting reply,” Khandu tweeted quoting Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh’s tweet in which he was briefing the 
Rajya Sabha earlier today on the Tawang situation. 

Hailing the soldiers, Khandu said, “Our brave In-
dian Army is not answering brick with stone, our 
brave Indian army is answering brick with iron.” 
Earlier today. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in-
formed the Rajya Sabha that China’s People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) troops tried to transgress the Line 
of Actual Control in the Yangtse area of Arunachal 
Pradesh Tawang Sector and unilaterally change the 
status quo but they went back to their locations due to 
timely intervention of Indian military commanders. 

Story of bravehearts : How 3 Army 
units thwarted Chinese gameplan 

The Chinese Army troops try to enter these areas every 
year and try to patrol out their claim line which India does 
not allow. The Chinese military has been behaving aggres-
sively over issues in Yangtse in the vicinity of the Holydip 
and Parikrama area on the Line of Actual Control where 
the Chinese side has been opposing Indian positions. 

During the clash, sources said, the Chinese Army had 
come along with drones apparently to shoot the entire clash 
in which they were expecting to outnumber Indian soldiers. 
The Chinese had come with over 300 troops who were 
pelting stones in an attempt to attack the Indian position 
but were beaten back badly and forced to retreat to their 
side of the LAC. 

The area has seen clashes between the sides in the re-
cent past also as the Chinese have been attempting their 
policy of encroaching on the land belonging to all their 
neighbours. 

Justice recuses from Bilkis Bano 
remission case 

requirement as consistently laid down, the plea said. 
Earlier, some PILs were filed seeking directions to revoke 
the remission granted to 11 convicts. 

The pleas were f i led by the National  Fed-
e r at i o n  o f  In d i a n  Wo m e n ,  wh o s e  G e n e r a l  
Gujarat government in its affidavit had defended remission 
granted to convicts saying they completed 14 years of sen-
tence in prison and their “behaviour was found to be good”. 
The State government said it has considered the cases 
of all 11 convicts as per the policy of 1992 and remission 
was granted on August 10, 2022, and the Central govern-
ment also approved the ore-mature release of convicts. 

Collegium recommends elevation 
of 5 HC judges to SC  

of Patna High Court, Justice PV Sanjay Kumar and Chief 
Justice of Manipur High Court were the names recom-
mended for elevation to the top court. 

Justice Ahsanuddin Amanullah of Patna High Court and 
Justice Manoj Misra of Allahabad High Court were also rec-
ommended for the elevation of the Supreme Court. 

On Monday, Chief Justice of Bombay High Court Justice 
Dipankar Datta took oath as a judge of the Supreme Court. 
The Department of Justice in the Union Law Ministry is-
sued a notification announcing the appointment of Justice 
Datta on Sunday as the top court judge. After the appoint-
ment of Justice Datta, the number of judges in the apex 
court has now increased to 28. The sanctioned strength 
of the Supreme Court is 34, including the Chief Justice of 
India. 

Meanwhile, news agency reported that the Supreme 
Court Collegium also recommended the appointment 
of new Chief Justices for the High Courts of Gauhati, 
Jharkhand and Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. 

Justice Sanjaya Kumar Mishra, judge at the Uttarakhand 
High Court is recommended for the Chief Justice of the 
Jharkhand High Court. Justice N Kotiswar Singh of Gauhati 
High Court is recommended by the Collegium to become 
Chief Justice of the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh. 

While Kerala High Court judge, Justice K Vinod Chan-
dran, has been recommended to be the Chief Justice of 
Gauhati High Court.  The Supreme Court Collegium 
in separate resolution recommended the elevation 
of the five High Court judges as the top court judges. 
The Collegium also recommended elevations of three Chief 
Justices and two Judges of the High Courts to the Supreme 
Court. 

MP Congress leader arrested for 
‘kill Modi’ remarks

the controversial remarks at a meeting of Mandalam Sec-
tor presidents organized by the District Congress Commit-
tee at Powai Rest House. 

In the video that went viral, Pateria could be heard say-
ing that “PM Modi will “end elections, divide people on the 
basis of religion and Dalits face the biggest threat under his 
regime”. “You should be ready to carry out ‘Modi ki hatya’ if 
you want to save the Constitution...hatya (kill) in the sense 
of defeating him,” Pateria is heard saying. 

Agitated over his statement,  the BJP lead-
ers demanded Pateria’s immediate arrest and 
also sought the strictest probe into the matter. 

Uddhav moves Division Bench of 
Delhi HC on election symbol

Division Bench stated that the single judge failed to  
appreciate that in passing the order dated October 8, the 
Election Commission of India (ECI) proceeded on the as-
sumption of the existence of two rival groups within the 
Shiv Sena. The single judge failed to appreciate that there 
is no dispute as to the leadership of the Shiv Sena and there-
fore, the EC has no jurisdiction to entertain the para 15 Peti-
tion, added the petition. 

The appeal was moved through Advocates Vivek Singh, 
Devyani Gupta and Tanvi Anand. The matter is most likely 
to come up for hearing on December 15, before the Division 
Bench of the Delhi High Court. 

Last month, a Bench of Justice Sanjeev Narula, while dis-
missing the plea, directed the EC to decide the dispute as 
expeditiously as possible.

The writ petition moved by Uddhav sought direction to 
quash the order passed by the Election Commission on 
October 8, freezing the election symbol of the Shiv Sena. 
The EC’s counsel told the court that this was purely an 
interim arrangement and the Commission will decide the 
matter after a hearing from all parties. 

Earlier, appearing for the Uddhav faction, senior advocate 
Kapil Sibal submitted that the party functioning had come 
to a standstill after the EC freezed the name Shiv Sena and 
its symbol. 

The impugned order is liable to be set aside for 
the same having been passed in complete viola-
tion of principles of natural justice, without grant-
ing any hearing to the parties and without grant-
ing an opportunity to lead evidence, Sibal argued. 

‘LOANS WORTH RS 1.7 LAKH CR
WRITTEN OFF, ALONE IN 2021-22’

in 2021-22, as per the RBI, his written reply further added.
MoS Karad, however, informed that as per the provision 

of Section 45E of the RBI Act 1934, the central bank is pro-
hibited from disclosing borrower-wise credit information. 
Banks typically write off loans where there is no scope of 
recovery. Banks need to set aside money to cover potential 
losses from such loans. This impacts the profitability of 
banks. According to the data submitted by the minister, 
PNB wrote off Rs 59,807 crore loans in last four fiscal years, 
followed by IDBI Bank which wrote off Rs33,135 crores 
of loans. Among private sector banks, ICICI Bank wrote 
off Rs42,164 crores of loans while HDFC Bank wrote off 
Rs31,516 crore loans.

JAISHANKAR IN US TO CHAIR 
HIGH-LEVEL UN MEETS

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar landed in New 
York on Tuesday for a two-
day US visit to preside over 
two high-level ministerial 
signature events of India’s 
ongoing Presidency of the 
UN Security Council on 14 
and 15 December. 

Jaishankar was received 
by India’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United 
Nations,  ambassador 
Ruchira Kamboj. “Delight-
ed to receive our External 
Affairs Minister, Dr S Jais-

hankar during India’s on-
going UN Security Council 
UNSC Presidency. The 
Minister will be chairing’s 
signature events at the UN, 
alongside bilaterals and sig-
nificant side events,” Kam-
boj tweeted. 

The High-Level Ministe-
rial Open Debate on De-
cember 14 is on the theme 
of “New Orientation for 
Reformed Multilateral-
ism” [NORMS] and the 
High-Level Briefing on 
December 15 is on “Global 
Approach to Counter Ter-
rorism - Challenges and 
Way Forward”. 
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SELECTION BOARD TO CONSIDER 
PROMOTING 246 WOMEN ARMY 
OFFICERS: CENTRE

The Centre on Tuesday in-
formed the Supreme Court 
that the special selection 
board would consider is-
sues relating to the promo-
tion of 246 women Army 
officers. Appearing for 
Centre, senior advocate R 
Balasubramanian informed 
the Bench that roughly 246 
women officers will be con-
sidered for promotion on 
9 January 2023. A bench 
of Chief Justice of India DY 

Chandrachud and Justice 
PS Narasimha posted the 
matter for further hearing 
on 30 January, next year. 

The court also directed 
the results of the Board to 
be placed before it. 

The court was hearing a 
plea of the Army women of-
ficers, stating that even after 
clear directions of the Su-
preme Court in the historic 
Babita Punia case in Febru-
ary 2020, the promotions 
to higher ranks of women 
officers have still not been 
implemented.
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unfortunate

claim

Two persons were killed 
and four persons sustained 
severe injuries after a car 
caught fire following a colli-
sion with a roadside tree in 
Belbahra locality in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Manendragarh dis-
trict on Monday late night, 
an official said.

The incident occurred 
around 11 pm on Monday on 
National Highway (NH) 43, 
Manendragarh-Ambikapur 
road under Manendragarh 
police station limits. There 
were a total of six passen-
gers in the car and they were 
heading towards Kotma 
from Surajpur. After the in-
cident, a few passerby saw 
the burning car and took 
out the passengers from the 

car. They informed the am-
bulance after making a call 
on 108.

One of the passersby, Akh-
ilesh Gupta also made a face-
book live and sought help 
from the nearby people.

Manendragarh Sub Di-
visional Officer of Police 
(SDOP) Rakesh Kurre said, 
“We received the informa-
tion about the incident on 
phone. Acting on it, the 
police immediately rushed 
to the spot. It was said that 
there were six people in the 
car. Out of them Khwaja (34) 
died on the spot whereas 
Pappu Rajwade (31) died 
during treatment. The re-
maining four people are un-
dergoing treatment at dis-
trict hospital Baikunthpur.”

Further investigation into 
the matter is underway.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday 
said that UP, which is one of 
the cleanest and most beauti-
ful states of the country, is on 
way to becoming a state that 
will provide jobs to every 
youth and multiply the in-
come of farmers and traders 
manifold in the coming years 
while ensuring the safety 
and security of everyone.

Addressing a gather-
ing at the Prabuddha Jan 
Sammelan following the 
inauguration and laying of 
foundation stone of 210 de-
velopment projects worth 

Rs 822 crore in Mathura, CM 
Yogi said that projects worth 
a total of around Rs 30,000 
crore are either underway, 
proposed or in the pipeline 
for the development of the 
entire Brajbhoomi. Urging 
intellectuals to not to allow 
derailment of the develop-
ment process by allowing 
others to take over the mu-
nicipal bodies, Yogi said 
“It’s because they formed a 
new board after upgrading 
of Mathura as a municipal 
corporation and elected all 
the representatives from 
the BJP during the assembly 
elections eight months ago 
that the development was so 
rapid in the region.”

two killed, four 
injured as car catches 
fire after hitting tree 

UP will soon provide 
jobs to every youth: 
CM Yogi

blame-game

A new political fracas came 
to the fore on Tuesday as 
BJP Spokesperson Rachana 
Reddy slammed TRS MLC 
K Kavitha and said that the 
latter was trying to gather 
women’s support a day af-
ter her interrogation by the 
investigative agency for her 
alleged involvement in the 
liquor scam.

“The BJP has always re-
spected the rule of law, equal 
protection of law and equal-
ity before the law. The matter 
of Kavitha’s role in the liquor 
scam is under investigation. 
We will not comment on it. 
Kavitha is speaking a day 
after her interrogation and 
suddenly reconvenes Jag-
ruti. Starting Jagruti after 7 
years, which was used as a 
stepping stone to her political 
career before the formation 
of Telangana only shows that 
she is ready to use any chariot 
or institution to reiterate the 
fact that she is under attack.” 
BJP Spokesperson Rachana 
Reddy told the media. 

The BJP leader also claimed 
that the TRS leader was try-
ing to whip up the sentiments 
of women in Telangana to 

come in her support.
“I think it’s too much of dra-

ma for nothing. She is trying 
to whip up the sentiments of 
women in Telangana to come 
in her support. 

 The people of Telangana 
have better things to do and 
are intelligent enough to al-
low investigative agencies to 
do their jobs and not com-
ment, intervene or create un-
necessary chaos. Just because 
she has been interrogated by 
the agencies, her claims that 
the BJP is doing it and they 
are harassing people across 
India is nothing but to try 
and whip up an empty emo-
tion,” she added.

Reddy also called out TRS 
and added,” The TRS has 
no agenda, no ideology and 
no emotion to show to the 

people of India. The people 
don’t even recognise their 
existence anywhere in India. 

Why should people care 
about BRS? What struggle, 
strive or divisiveness are you 
going to carry across India? 
This is absolutely desper-
ate attempt to take away the 
spotlight from the investiga-
tion and allegedly help the 
BRS like she helped the TRS 
with Jagruti.”

Her remarks came a day 
after Telangana Chief Min-
ister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao’s daughter and TRS 
MLC K Kavitha on Monday 
addressed a gathering of 
Telangana Jagruthi at Hy-
derabad, saying that press, 
which is the Fourth Estate 
in a democracy, has become 
the “private estate”.

Kavitha is trying to whip up 
sentiments of women: BJP
TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

plan of action

attempt

mission

demonstrations

Anti-SilverLine commit-
tee, spearheading statewide 
protests against the Pinarayi 
Vijayan-led Kerala govern-
ment’s SilverLine project, 
on Tuesday held a meeting 
with workers in Kochi to de-
cide future actions.

The semi-high-speed rail 
project, which is known as 
the Silverline Project, aims 
to connect Kasaragod in the 
north to Thiruvanantha-
puram in the south mini-
mizing the twelve-hour long 
distance to four hours. It 
was started by the Pinarayi 
Vijayan government during 
its second term. The decision 

to hold a meeting came in the 
wake of Kerala Chief Minis-
ter Vijayan’s clarification in 
the State Assembly, stating 
that the government is in no 
mood to withdraw the said 
project and the criminal 
cases against the protestors.

“We will go ahead with the 
agitation programs against 
the SilverLine project. For 
the past few days, the Chief 
Minister and the Revenue 
Minister have been making 
misleading statements to the 
people. They said there is no 
hindrance in buying and 
selling the land where they 
already laid the stone for the 
project,” S Rajeevan, General 
Convenor of the Anti-Silver-
Line committee said.

In a Major Decision, the Jammu and Kashmir 
government has decided to issue a “unique 
identity card” to every family residing here.

While backing its decision, govt said that the 
purpose of ‘Family ID’ is to provide the benefit 
of various social welfare schemes to deserving 
people. According to PrernaPuri, commission-
er secretary of the IT department, “The aim of 
creating the database, which will be equivalent 
to Haryana’s ‘ParivarParivar Prakash Patra’, is 
that families or individuals do not need to ap-
ply for benefits under each individual scheme”.

“Once the data is verified and authenticated 
in the JK Family ID database, a beneficiary will 
not need to submit any further document to 
avail of the service,” he said.

The data available in the family database will 
be used by the administration to determine 
eligibility through the automatic selection of 
beneficiaries to receive social benefits. The 
database will identify every family in Jammu 
and Kashmir and collect the basic data of the 
family, provided in a digital format with the 
consent of the family. All applicable laws and 
regulations regarding data protection shall 
be complied with in data management. The 
Commissioner secretary added that the J&k 
Government should work on an information 
security policy to “thwart threats and protect 
sensitive and important data”. “It also envis-
ages the creation of a proper cyber security 
framework,” he added. While the opposition 
parties have e pressed their reservations, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party “welcomed the move” 
and said that it will be “beneficial”.

A woman police constable 
posed as a student at the 
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial 
Medical College in Indore 
district to crack a ragging 
case in July this year.

After spending about a 
month as a student of the 
college, the undercover con-
stable, Shalini Chouhan, 
cracked the case with the ar-
rest of 11 accused students. 
Sanyogita Ganj police sta-
tion in-charge, Tehzeeb Qazi 
told the media , “The victims 
were neither willing to re-
veal their names or those of 

the accused students. They 
had lodged a complaint on 
the Delhi UGC helpline after 
which the dean of the MGM 
college lodged a complaint 
and a casewas registered.

“We asked the anti-ragging 
committee (of the college) to 
share the phone numbers of 
the complainants but they 
could not. I then formed a 
team of four police personel, 

including Shalini, to probe 
the matter. They went un-
dercover, posing as a nurse, 
student and employees of the 
college. They interacted with 
the students without disclos-
ing their identities and even-
tually managed to identify 
the accused,” he said.

“We recorded the state-
ments of some of the stu-
dents and our undercover 
personnel kept gathering 
more information by listen-
ing in on chats and conversa-
tions between the senior and 
junior students at the college. 
Before long, all the accused 
students were identified. We 
have arrested 11 accused stu-

dents, so far, in the case and 
if more names come up in 
the course of our investiga-
tion, they will face action as 
well,” Qazi added.

The undercover woman 
constable told the media, 
“The victims were not com-
ing forward to record their 
statements. So, the station 
in-charge sent me to the col-
lege in the garb of an MBBS 
student.  I took the names 
of two or three accused stu-
dents from my side, after 
which the juniors took me 
into confidence and helped 
identify the accused. I sent 
word to my seniors after 
identifying the accused.”

BJP legislators on Tuesday 
held a protest outside the 
state Assembly on the first 
day of the winter session 
against the Mahagathband-
han government over law 
and order, development and 
unemployment.

The protesting BJP MLAs 
have alleged that the state’s 
law and order have deterio-
rated since the formation of 
the Mahagathbandhan gov-
ernment in August . “Whatev-
er they have promised to the 
people of Bihar should be ful-
filled. After the advent of the 
Mahagathbandhan govern-
ment, the law and order situ-
ation in the state has deterio-
rated,” former Deputy Chief 
Minister Tarkishore Prasad 
said adding that the people 
of the state are disappointed 
with the ruling government.

“People of Bihar are disap-
pointed and have hopes from 
the National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA). The govern-
ment should resolve the is-
sues of law and order in the 
state or else resign,” Prasad 
said while demanding the 
resignation of Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar.

It is pertinent to mention 
that the winter session of the 
Bihar Assembly will continue 
till December 19 with a total 
of five sittings. Meanwhile, a 
second supplementary bud-
get will also be presented be-
fore during the session.

The BJP sources on 4th De-
cember said that the Bihar 
unit of Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has planned a strategy 
to confront the JDU-RJD gov-
ernment on every front in the 
Assembly during a meeting at 
the BJP office in Patna. This 
meeting was presided over by 
state party president Sanjay 
Jaiswal.

The current political de-
velopments in the state were 
discussed in the meeting, 
alongside, many leaders from 
the Mithila region and entre-
preneurs who were included 
in the party.

After the induction of 
members of ‘Friends of Mith-
ila’ into the BJP, Jaiswal wel-
comed everyone to strength-
en the party and reach the 
masses with the principles of 
the party.

Jaiswal, speaking at the 
event slammed the Nitish 
Kumar-led Bihar government 
for his announcement of ini-
tiating a caste census starting 
7th January.

“CM Nitish Kumar is defy-
ing the Supreme Court and 
the High Court”, stated Jaisw-
al, adding that “An all-party 
meeting should be convened 
and opinion must have been 
taken before announcing 
such measure”.

He further advised the gov-
ernment that the Rohingyas 
and Bangladeshis need to be 
kept away from the ethnic 
census, and added, “Every-
one needs to know about the 
census planning”.

committee holds meeting to 
work against kerala govt’s 
silverline project

j-k: administration to issue unique 
identity card to every resident

mp: woman constable goes undercover as student to crack ragging case 

Bihar winter session: BJP 
stages protest against 
Mahagathbandhan govt 
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university laws bill

The Kerala Assembly 
on Tuesday passed 
the University Laws 

(Amendment) Bill, 2022 to 
replace the Governor from 
the post of chancellor in the 
universities in the State.

However, the Opposition 
Congress objected to ap-
pointing an academician as 
a chancellor and suggested 
appointing either a former 
Supreme Court judge or a 

former High Court judge. 
Kerala Law Minister P Ra-

jeev on 7th December in-
troduced an amendment 

in the assembly where the 
chancellor can be decided 
by a three-member commit-
tee which includes the Chief 
Minister, the Leader of the 
Opposition and the Speaker.

According to the amend-
ment bill introduced in the 
assembly, “the government 
shall appoint an academi-
cian of high repute or a per-
son of eminence in any of 
the field of science including 
agriculture and veterinary 
science, technology, medi-
cine, social science, humani-

ties, literature, art, culture, 
law or public administra-
tion as the chancellor of the 
university.”

Chancellor is appointed 
for a period of five years 
and the person appointed as 
chancellor shall be eligible 
for reappointment of one or 
more terms. The chancellor 
may resign his office by an 
intimation in writing to the 
government.

The bill has been sent for 
the consideration of the sub-
ject committee.

bill in kerala to remove governor 
as chancellor of universities 
TDG NETWORK
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Uttr Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath

Undercover woman Constable Shalini Chouhan.

Kerala Governor Arif Mohammad Khan and CM P. Vijayan.

Protests against the Kerala govt's SilverLine project. (File)

Car caught fire after hitting roadside tree.
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top of the day

lalan sheikh 
death: case 
of unnatural 
death to be 
registered
BIRBHUM: Birbhum 
Police said that an enquiry 
would be initiated into the 
death of Lalan Sheikh, the 
prime accused in Bogtui 
massacre who was found 
hanging by the neck 
inside the toilet of CBI 
camp on Monday evening. 
Speaking in the case 
Birbhum SP Nagendra 
Nath Tripathi said, “All 
due process would be 
followed according to the 
guidelines of the Supreme 
Court and the National 
Human Rights Commis-
sion.” Sheikh was the 
main accused in the case 
in which eight people 
were burnt alive inside a 
house in Bogtui village of 
Birbhum district in March 
this year.

grand alliance  
imperative to 
defeat bjp in 
2024 : aiudf
GUWAHATI: The All India 
United Democratic Front 
(AIUDF) on Tuesday 
proposed forming a 
grand alliance of all the 

“anti-BJP political parties” 
at a national level to fight 
against Bharatiya Janata 
Party in 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections. AIUDF MLA 
Aminul Islam said that 
if people want to change 
the BJP government at 
the Centre with a secular 
government then it is im-
perative to form a grand 
alliance of all secular 
parties at the national 
level. “So, if a grand al-
liance is formed against 
BJP at the national level, 
there can be Congress or 
AIUDF.

16  female  
sub-registrars 
appointed  to 
gnctd 
NEW DELHI: With the aim 
of empowering women in 
the national capital, Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor VK 
Saxena on Tuesday an-
nounced the appointment 
of 22 women as the Sub-
Registrars in the offices 
of the GNCTD’s Revenue 
Department. According 
to an official statement, 
this move by the LG would 
ensure more sensitive, 
corruption-free and em-
pathetic public dealing, as 
experience worldwide had 
established. On Monday, 
the LG had announced the 
appointment of 16 women 
SRs while six others have 
already been appointed. 
This took the total number 
of female SRs in Delhi 
to 22.

 'congress 
responsible  
for mahadayi 
controversy'
BENGALURU: CM  Basa-
varaj Bommai on Tuesday 
blamed the Congress 
for not protecting the 
interests of Karnataka in 
the Mahadayi dispute with 
Goa. “It was the Congress 
party who was respon-
sible for the controversial 
Mahadayi project. The 
party supremo Sonia Gan-
dhi during the election 
campaign in Goa declared 
that not even a drop of 
water will be diverted 
anywhere” he added. On 
being asked about the 
recent tweet by the former 
CM Siddaramaiah that the 
Congress would provide 
internal reservation when 
it came to power.
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The recent clash be-
tween Indian and 
Chinese troops along 

the LAC in the Yangtse 
Tawang sector in Arunachal 
Pradesh on 9 Dec 22 should 
not be considered as an ac-
cidental and minor episode 
of local level among Indian 
and PLA troops, despite the 
fact that the quick response 
by Indian troops and sub-
sequent flag meeting be-
tween local commanders 
could lead to a thaw in the 
situation. China has been 
claiming entire Arunachal 
Pradesh as south Tibet and 
part of its territory since 
1949 till date. The Yangtse 
region of Tawang district has 
been in the eyes of the PLA 
for several decades. The re-
cent clash on 9 December is 
not the first incident of this 

nature. The PLA attempted 
same kind of invasion in 
Yangtse in October 2021 
too when more than 100 
PLA troops entered Indian 
territory, though they were 
forced to retract due to the 
action of the Indian Army. 
Flag meeting was also held 
last year to maintain status 
quo in the region. However, 
the PLA violated this pro-
tocol again this time. It is 
claimed that more than 500 
PLA troops have entered 
into the Yangtse region in 
the Indian side. The strength 
of 500 is almost five times 
greater than normal patrol-
ling strength and intended 
to achieve localized military 
target. However, the PLA 
was taken by surprise by the 
strength and quick response 
of the Indian army to retali-
ate the PLA’s move at the 
earliest with equal strength.

Yangtse has historic and 
highly tactical importance 
in the Arunachal Pradesh 
for both the countries. The 
world’s second largest mon-
astery of Tibetan Buddhist 
is in Tawang and hosted 
present Dalai Lama for two 
weeks in 1959 when PLA 
invaded Tibet and subse-
quently Dalai Lama fled 

from Tibet and crossed to 
the India on 30 March 1959 
through Yangtse valley until 
he was arrived in Tezpur on 
18 April 1959.

The Tawang valley is 
situated at an altitude of 
10,000 feet and remains 
snowbound till March-
April. Yangtse is around 35 
kilometers north east from 
Tawang and is considered 
as the gateway to Tibet and 
is very close to the Bhutan 
border. Hence, the tactical 
dominance over Tawang 
sector, especially Yangtse 
valley, provides significant 
capability to monitor entire 
region of south Tibet, west 
Bhutan, Assam and North 
East. China had attempted 
to occupy entire Tawang 
area during the 1962 war. 
Keeping long-term strategic 
interests in Tibet, China has 
been engaged in developing 
massive infrastructure in the 
last few decades in Tibet, es-
pecially adjacent to the LAC. 
As per unconfirmed reports, 
a good road and communi-
cation network have been 
developed there by both the 
countries. The large number 
of troops and drone surveil-
lance system have been de-
ployed by both the sides.

Premier Xi Jinping is con-
tinuously maintaining his 
aggressive posture on LAC 
since 2017. China is not at 
all keen to resolve the LAC 
issue with India or to main-
tain peace and tranquility 
on the border. The Chinese 
tactics of slicing every time, 
claiming new perception of 
LAC is a well-planned strat-
egy to keep India engaged 

on the border and achieve 
tactical gains in a gradual 
manner on strategic loca-
tions on LAC as has been 
their practice since 1954 till 
date. Even there is no sign of 
change in Chinese attitude 
of claiming new perception 
of LAC in Depsang sector 
in Eastern Ladakh, despite 
16 rounds of military talks. 
However, tactical shift in 
India’s defence doctrine to 
adopt offensive or preemp-
tive approach to defend its 
territorial and strategic in-
terest that to clubbed with 
augmentation of infrastruc-
ture and connectivity to the 
remotest locations on the 
LAC especially in the highly 
sensitive trigger points of 
Tawang, Doklam, Sikkim 
and Eastern Ladakh has 
definitely put hurdles and 
concern in the mindset of 
the Chinese leadership to 
achieve their ultimate goal 
to gain dominance on LAC. 
India’s growing status and 
acceptance as a reliable dip-
lomatic, financial and mili-
tary power during the Covid 
pandemic and the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine conflict as 
well as wide exposure of 
Chinese tactics of grabbing 
countries by engaging them 
in the Belt and Road initia-
tive have triggered the PLA 
to indulge in clashes along 
the LAC.

There has been a paradigm 
shift in Chinese approach 
on LAC in the recent past. 
After almost standstill posi-
tion and faceoff in Ladakh, 
China has started pumping 
huge resources and funds to 
develop massive infrastruc-

ture and military bases in 
Tibet, along with keeping 
an eye on close monitor-
ing of LAC, Nepal, Bhutan 
and Bangladesh. China has 
invested more than US$ 
310 million in developing 
infrastructure for commu-
nication, highways, railway 
network, airports and con-
struction of modern villages 
in Tibet. The process of mili-
tarization and changing de-
mography pattern of Tibet 
is ongoing. The training cen-
ters have been raised in Tibet 
to induct Tibetans in PLA as 
present Chinese troops are 
far inferior in their high al-
titude warfare capabilities. 
China has built up 10 new 
fully-equipped air bases to 
launch air operation against 
India along with the LAC. 
These air bases play a dual 
role for both military and 
civil purposes. Surface to 
air missiles, air surveillance 
network, military logistic 
supports like arms ammu-
nition, fuel depot and other 
essential components have 
also been developed in Ti-
bet. The newly built Nying-
chi and Baibung highways 
is almost parallel to LAC and 
capable of load capacity to 
allow mobilization of heavy 
vehicles, including military 
columns and weaponries 
on the surface. Moreover, it 
reduces travel distance from 
346km to 180 km between 
these two important towns, 
more so travel time will be 
less than 8 hours. Another 
409 km long highway has 
been constructed to link 
Lhasa with Nyingchi, which 
has reduced travel time be-

tween these two cities from 
eight to five hours. Hence, 
the PLA can move with 
much faster way up to Ny-
ingchi which is located just 
16 km away from the LAC 
and highly significant mili-
tary base of PLA having de-
ployment of 52nd and 53rd 
Mountain Infantry Brigades 
of PLA. China has augment-
ed rail network in Tibet since 
2006. Golmud in Qinghai to 
Lhasa rail link served as a 
major source of infrastruc-
tural development in Tibet. 
The proposed rail network 
between Chengdu in Sich-
uan with Lhasa will also 
join Nyingchi. Hence, China 
is all set to established mas-
sive micro network of com-
munication along with LAC. 
Sensing Chinese intentions 
to engage India over entire 
LAC and gain tactical and 
territorial superiority in the 
region, India has planned 
a well-defined time-bound 
strategy to counter Chinese 
ill intentions. We have got 
much better infrastructure 
in the last few years across 
the entire area of northern 
border. Ongoing road, rail-
ways, air, water transport, 
communication, energy and 
rural development projects 
in the remotest adjoining ar-
eas along the LAC and LOC 
will not only be able counter 
Chinese threat, but also en-
hance integration of these 
remotest localities with the 
mainstream of the country.
Maj. Gen. JKS Parihar, SM, 
VSM, Former Additional DG 
(AFMS), is an expert in de-
fence, international strategies 
and current affairs.

Tawang clash is PLA’s 
bid to keep LAC volatile
Chinese tactics of slicing every time, claiming new perception of LAC is 
a well-planned strategy to keep India engaged on the border and achieve 
tactical gains in a gradual manner on strategic locations on the LAC.

Official census figures from Britain point to a falling number of Christians in the 
country, while in America, a demand is growing to declare the US a Christian nation.

MATTER OF FAITH

SLICING TACTIC

The Congress won a state after nearly five years, 
and there are some lessons from the campaign that 
the party could build on. For one, it was a localised 
campaign where issues like the old pension scheme, 
the Modi government’s Agniveer scheme and pro-
curement price of apples hit a chord. More to the 
point the local leadership played a key role in the 
campaign with Priyanka Gandhi Vadra representing 
the Gandhi family aided by Rajiv Shukla, the state in-
charge, Bhupesh Baghel, Sachin Pilot and the party 
chief Mallikarjun Kharge. It was a campaign where 
the personality of the leaders did not come into play 
and the BJP was robbed of its best plank—making 
it a personality contest by pitting Rahul Gandhi 
vs Narendra Modi. In fact, Rahul Gandhi gave the 
state a miss. This could be a model that could be 
replicated at the state Assembly level. So far Rahul’s 
track record in winning elections is a mixed bag. 
Sometimes he clicks as he did with the last Gujarat 
elections in 2017 but most times, he does not make 
much of a mark. Even then, in 2017 what worked for 
the Congress was that Rahul Gandhi ran a localised 
campaign raising issues of jobs, patidar reservations 
and an unwieldy GST. The latter worked well with 
the traders and shopkeepers who had just been hit 
by the GST on Diwali eve. However this time round, 
the Gujarat campaign in Gujarat lacked a big picture 
or a compelling narrative.

The Congress also made a wise decision in its 

choice of chief 
ministership 
by opting for 
Sukhwinder 
S i n gh  S u k hu 
a n d  M u k e s h 
Ag n i h o t r i  a s 
deputy cm rather 
than Vir Bhadra 
Singh’s widow it 
has steered clear 
from the charge 
of dynasty poli-
tics. There is also 
the curious case 
of the third contender—the Aam Admi Party. In 
Himachal the AAP was missing from the cam-
paign, making it a straight fight between the Con-
gress and the BJP. However, in Gujarat it was a tri-
cornered fight and the AAP ate into the Congress 
Party’s vote bank. As Amitabh Tiwari, election 
analyst and political commentator told NewsX on 
the Roundtable—if the Aam Admi Party had not 
contested the Gujarat polls, the Congress would 
have got 58 seats. (Another albeit unrelated but 
all the same interesting factoid that he told us was 
that the total number of votes polled by AAP in 
Gujarat were more than the sum of votes polled by 
the BJP and Congress in Himachal.)

So is there a strategy here somewhere—if the BJP 
has to be defeated at the national level then the op-
position parties need to get together and come up 
with a formula that sees only a two way fight. For 
in a three corner fight the non BJP opposition will 
first end up harming each other before it makes a 
dent in the BJPs vote bank. The catch here is that 
one party - and in most cases it will be the Con-
gress—will have to sit out the election and let the 
stronger regional party take on the BJP. That may 
work in defeating the BJP to an extent, but it will 
also damage the Congress party’s own vote bank.

To get back to an earlier point, what should Ra-
hul Gandhi’s role be in a Kharge Congress? His 
Bharat Jodo Yatra is certainly getting traction on 
the ground. And is working wonders for his own 
image. No one can call him a Pappu anymore, but 
it still has to be tested electorally. In the mean-
while, expect Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s role as a 
campaigner to get more heft post the Himachal 
win. The Congress is also banking on Kharge’s 
connect with Karnataka to work in its favour in 
the coming state elections.

Clearly this is a time for some reinvention for 
the Grand Old Party. The Himachal win has done 
wonders for the party morale. The BJP may point 
out that the entire state of Himachal has less vot-
ers than the city of Ahmedabad, the AAP may 
state that the MCD had more voters than the hill 
state—but as far as the Congress is concerned, in 
the end, a win is a win and the score chart of the 
recent round of Assembly polls reads 1:1:1.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
LOCALISED CAMPAIGN

LESSONS FROM THE 
HIMACHAL WIN

Over the years, it was believed 
that Christianity was ebbing 
in the United Kingdom, but 
now the fear has been proved 
right. The figures made pub-
lic on 29 November, from the 
2021 census published by the 
Office for National Statistics 
show that, for the first time, 
less than half of the popula-
tion of England and Wales 
consider themselves to be 
Christians. 

Their number fell by 17% 
in a decade, to 27.5 million; 
the number of people who 
ticked the “no religion” box 
rocketed by 57%, to 22.2 mil-
lion. Though some may say 
that now the UK is becom-
ing more secular, others also 
point to the fact that at the 
cost of Christianity, some 
other religions are growing. 

The annual British Social At-
titudes Survey, by contrast, 
found in 2020 that 53% of 
British adults belong to no 
religion, with only 37% Chris-
tians. Separately a poll com-
missioned by Humanists UK 
in 2019 showed that 29% of 
British adults hold all the fun-
damental beliefs and values 
of humanists, hinting at the 
widespread shift in popular 
values, opinions, and identity 
the UK has undergone in the 
21st   century.

The census showed that the 
number of Muslims has risen 
by 42%; they now constitute 
7% of the British population. 
British Hindus hit the million 
mark for the first time. These 
changes also reflect big demo-
graphic shifts. One in six of 
those who filled in the census 
were born abroad, compared 
with one in ten a decade ago. 
Three cities are “majority-mi-
nority”: Birmingham (51.4%), 
Leicester (59.1%) and Luton 
(54.8%), i.e. Christians have 
become a minority in these 
cities.

The Economist magazine 
says that some on the right 
are bewailing the revelation 
that Christianity is now a mi-
nority religion. But will pass-
ing this symbolic threshold 

actually change anything? It 
could influence discussions 
over the state funding of faith 
schools. Most are still Chris-
tian amidst concerns that 
non-Christian faith schools 
may exacerbate ethnic seg-
regation: Hindu schools, for 
example, tend to be popu-
lated only by children of im-
migrants from south Asian 
countries. There is another 
related worrying thought, 
if immigration continues to 
rise, secularisation will slow. 
As it is assumed that immi-
grants tend to have a reviving 
effect on all religions; that is 
largely why church atten-
dance has held up better in 
London than it has in other 
places. 

Meanwhile, the Labour 
Party is proposing to abolish 
the House of Lords, bishops 
and all. Yet, the most dis-
tinctive element of Britain’s 
form of theocracy is likely 
to adapt rather than disap-
pear. Though he promised 
in September to “inviolably 
maintain and preserve the 
settlement of the true Protes-
tant religion” King Charles III 
seems taken by the practices 
of other believers, too. At his 
coronation next May, he may 
try to cast himself as defender 

of all faiths. It helps that he 
is king alongside a Hindu 
prime minister and a Muslim 
mayor of London, opines The 
Economist.

The ONS figures also re-
vealed that the majority of 
Muslims are living in the 
areas of England and Wales 
with the worst levels of depri-
vation. Muslims now account 
for 7% of the population in 
England and Wales, some 
3.9 million in 2021, however, 
the data showed 61 percent 
of them live in the lowest 40 
percent of areas ranked by de-
privation score, The Guard-
ian has reported.

Added to it, immigration 
has always been one of the 
major drivers of the UK’s 
politics and there is a belief 
amongst the ‘Whites’, that 
the immigration is respon-
sible for changing the UK’s 
nature and character. Brexit 
was chosen as a direct result 
of this fear along with related 
economic woes. Meanwhile, 
in the U.S., growing numbers 
of religious and political lead-
ers are embracing the ‘Chris-
tian nationalist’ label, and 
some dispute the idea that the 
country’s founders wanted 
a separation of church and 
state. On the other side of 

the debate, however, many 
Americans—including the 
leaders of many Christian 
churches—have pushed back 
against Christian national-
ism, calling it a “danger” to 
the country.

According to a report re-
leased by the Pew Research 
Centre on 27 October, more 
than four-in-ten US adults 
say the country should be a 
“Christian nation”, but far 
fewer want churches to en-
dorse candidates, speak out 
on politics. Most US adults 
believe America’s founders 
intended the country to be a 
Christian nation, and many 
say they think it should be 
a Christian nation today, 
according to the survey 
designed to explore Ameri-
cans’ views on the topic. But 
the survey also finds widely 
differing opinions about 
what it means to be a “Chris-
tian nation” and to support 
“Christian nationalism”. For 
instance, many support-
ers of Christian nationhood 
define the concept in broad 
terms, as the idea that the 
country is guided by Chris-
tian values. Those who say 
the United States should not 
be a Christian nation, on the 
other hand, are much more 

inclined to define a Christian 
nation as one where the laws 
explicitly enshrine religious 
teachings.

Overall, six-in-ten U.S. 
adults—including nearly 
seven-in-ten Christians—
say they believe the founders 
“originally intended” for the 
US to be a Christian nation. 
And 45% of US adults—in-
cluding about six-in-ten 
Christians—say they think 
the country “should be” a 
Christian nation. A third say 
the US “is now” a Christian 
nation.

These juxtaposing findings 
lead us to wonder whether 
the Western world is trying 
to really abandon Christian-
ity as the state religion, or 
taking a leaf from current 
Indian politics, are they go-
ing to reassert and re-estab-
lish themselves as leading 
Christian nations, needs to 
be watched. Whether it also 
sounds the death knell of a 
secular state, needs to be seen.

Asad Mirza is a Delhi-based po-
litical commentator who was as-
sociated with BBC Urdu Service 
and Khaleej Times. He writes 
on Indian Muslims, education-
al, international, interfaith and 
current affairs.

Christianity in question in Britain and America

Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra is certainly getting 
traction on the ground. 
And is working wonders 
for his own image. No 
one can call him a Pappu 
anymore, but it still has 
to be tested electorally. 
In the meanwhile, expect 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s 
role as a campaigner 
to get more heft post 
the Himachal win.
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi leads the party’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Sawai Madhopur, Rajasthan, on 
Tuesday. ANI
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Priyanka vs Santosh
kumar observed that or
ders giving temporary child 
custody rights and visitation 
rights custody cannot be 
passed in a proceeding un
der Section 9 of the Hindu 
Marriage Act, 1955 (Restitu
tion of conjugal rights).

In the present case, a peti
tion was filled by husband 
under Section 9 of the 
Hindu Marriage, Act, 1955, 
wherein seeking the Resti
tution of Conjugal Rights, 
against the wife before the 
Family Court at Puducherry. 
In the said proceedings, the 
said interlocutory applica
tion was filled by him which 
was purportedly to be a peti
tion under Section 26 of the 
Act, for grant of custody of 
the child. Thus, both the 
pleas were entertained ex
parte and then decreed.

Therefore, the husband’s 
wife approached the Apex 
Court wherein seeking 
transfer of these proceed
ings to Family Court, Ben
galuru. Thus, it has been 
contended by the husband 
that the Section 9 Petition 
sought to be transferred by 
the wife has already been 
decided, and the instant 

Transfer Petition has be
come infructuous.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Surya Kant and Jus
tice J K Maheshwari stated 
that it is being appeared to 
the court that the petitioner 
(wife) has been denied a fair 
trial only because she could 
not leave the child at Banga
luru and can visit Puduch
erry to contest both the pleas. 
Thereafter, the respondent 
(husband) should have filed 
a separate and independent 
petition under Section 26 
of the Hindu Marriage Act, 

1955, instead of securing of 
an Order in the proceedings 
pending under Section 9 of 
the Act. However, the order 
dated June 3, 2019 for giving 
the visitation rights or tem
porary custody of the child 
to the respondent (husband) 
is, thus, patently illegal.

Therefore, the court has in
voked its powers under Arti
cle 142 of the Constitution of 
India and set aside the same. 
It has been directed by the 
court to transfer these pro
ceedings to Family Court, 
Bengaluru.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Orders 
Giving Visitation Right/
Temporary Child Custody 
Cannot Be Passed In A 
Proceedings For Restitution 
Of Conjugal Right

The Supreme Court in the case Bhagyoday 
Cooperative Bank Ltd. vs Ravindra Balkrish
na Patel observed that mere dismissal of the 
first execution petition on the ground of de
fault will not preclude decree holder from 
filing of a fresh execution plea which is being 
provided within time.

In the present case, the Bhagyoday Co
operative Bank granted a financial facility 
to a firm Vimal Traders. The proceedings 
were being were initiated under Gujarat 
Cooperative Societies Act, sine the amount 
was not being repaid. An award has been 
passed by Adjudicating Authority in favour 
of the bank. Thereafter, the Award is to be 
executed in the same manner as a decree of a 
Civil Court, under Section 103 of the Act. An 
execution application has been filed by the 
Society before the City Civil Court, Ahmed
abad. The said application was dismissed 
for default and later the Bank filed another 
Execution application. In the proceedings of 
the court, an application under Order XXI 
Rule 46A was passed requesting the Court 
to proceed against Garnishee and this came 
to be allowed. The Gujarat High Court set 
aside this order inter alia observing that to 
maintain the second application, wherein 
stating that the order dismissing the execu
tion application should have been set aside 
within a period of 30 days since Section 5 of 
the Limitation Act, 1963 is not available in 
execution proceedings.

Before the Apex Court, it was contended 
by the appellant that it being a mere fact that 
the earlier execution petition was dismissed 
and the same would not stand in the way of 
considering and the way of processing of the 
second execution petition. The court placed 
Reliance on the decision in 1969 (1) SCC 718, 
Shivashankar Prasad Shah and Others Ver

sus Baikunth Nath Singh.
The court observed in the said judgement 

that the court in India have generally taken 
the view that an execution petition which 
has been dismissed for the default of the 
decreeholder though by the time that pe
tition came to be dismissed, however, the 
judgmentdebtor had resisted the execution 
on one or more grounds, does not bar the fur
ther execution of the decree in pursuance of 
fresh execution petitions which are filed in 
accordance with law.

The court observed while agreeing with 
this contention that, we must notice that the 
counsel appearing for the respondent does 
not seek to raise any objection as such to the 
contentions of the appellant that the second 
execution application would be maintain
able and will be provided as it is within the 
period of limitation. This court also finds 
merit in the contentions of the appellant that 
the mere dismissal of the first application on 
the ground of default may not result in the 
decree holder being precluded from filing of 
a fresh execution plea provided it is within 
time.

Accordingly, the court covered the main 
issue regarding Order XXI Rule 46A CPC 
dealt in this judgment in this report.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: MERE 
DISMISSAL FOR DEFAULT OF 
FIRST EXECUTION PETITION 
WILL NOT PRECLUDE FILING 
OF A FRESH ONE PROVIDED IT 
IS WITHIN TIME

The Supreme Court in 
the case Chandi Pu
liya vs State of West 

Bengal observed that the 
accused’s petition on ap
plicability of Section 300 
CrPC has to be considered 
and at the stage of discharge 
as stated under Section 227 
Code of Criminal Procedure.

In the present case, a dis
charge application was filled 
by the accused under Section 
227 r/w Section 300(1) Cr.P.C. 
before the Trial Court. It was 
contended by the accused 
that he has already been ac
quitted of the offence of kid
napping and on the basis of 
the same facts, now the ac
cused is being sought to be 
prosecuted and punishable 
for the offence of murder. 
The court dismissed the 
same on the ground that at 
the stage of framing of charge, 
such an objection can only be 
raised and the same cannot 
be discharged. Thus, this or
der was upheld by Calcutta 
High Court.

In an appeal. It was con
tended by the accused
appellant that at the stage 
of discharge under Section 
227 Cr.P.C. it is being a stage 
which is prior to charge and 
it is alone at this stage that 

this court can consider a 
application under Section 
300 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. However, once 
the discharge application 
is rejected by the court, the 
court would proceed to fram
ing of charge under Section 
228 Cr.P.C. Before the court, 
it was also contended that the 
only question would be as to 
the nature of the offence, and 

not that the offence has not 
been committed by the ap
pellant and it was contended 
that the appellant cannot be 
tried on account of the bar 
under Section 300 Cr.P.C,.

The Apex Court bench 
headed by Justices CT Ravi
kumar, agreeing with the 
contentions observed that 
such exercises was required 
to be done at a stage prior to 

framing of charge and if ul
timately the court comes to 
the conclusion while overrul
ing the objection of Section 
300(1) Cr.P.C. and on facts 
satisfies then the charges 
may be framed as provided 
under Section 228 Cr.P.C. 
Thus, the aforesaid aspect 
has not at all been appreci
ated and/or considered by 
the High Court.

It has been directed by the 
bench that the Trial Court to 
consider the petition filled by 
the accused on applicability 
of Section 300(1) Cr.P.C. at 
the stage of discharge under 
Section 227 Cr.P.C., which is 
a stage prior to framing of the 
charge as stated under Sec
tion 228 Cr.P.C.

Accordingly, the bench al
lowed the appeal.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: ACCUSED’S PLEA ON 
APPLICABILITY OF SECTION 300 CRPC 
HAS TO BE CONSIDERED AT DISCHARGE 
STATE U/SECTION 227 CRPC
TDG NETWORK TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Delhi Airport Metro 
Express Private Limited vs. 
Delhi Metro Rail Corpora
tion Ltd orally observed 
that India cannot aspire to 
be an international arbitra
tion hub if there being no 
enforcement of arbitration 
awards.

The bench comprising of 
Justice BR Gavai and Jus
tice Vikram Nath observed 
while considering a plea 
filled by Delhi Airport Met
ro Express Pvt Ltd (DAME
PL) in relation to the en
forcement of the award to 
the tune of Rs 7200 crores 
which is passed in its favour 
against the Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation (DMRC).

The counsel, Senior Advo
cate Harish Salve, appear
ing for DAMEPL informed 
the bench about Rs 4500 
crores remain unpaid. At 
the outset, Justice Gavai 
turned to the Attorney Gen
eral for India and stated that 
on hand there are public 
speeches about making In
dian an international arbi
tration hub and then there 
is no enforcement of award.

It was pointed out by Jus
tice Gavai that it has been 
upheld by the award and 
not following it will amount 
to contempt of court.

Justice Gavai stated that, 
if you really want India to 
be an international arbitra
tion hub then it has to start 
from you, Attorney General 
for India.

However, it has been re
quested by AG R Venkata
ramani for 4 weeks time in 
the matter.

In the present case, the 
court was hearing a plea 
filed by DAMEPL, wherein 
seeking enforcement of the 
arbitration award dated 
May 11, 2017. The DMRC 
in the year 2018 had signed 
a contract with DAMEPL, 
related to “the design, in
stallation, commissioning, 
operation and maintenance 
of the line.

Therefore, the matter 
went into arbitration in 
2012, due to certain dis
putes that the arbitration 
was invoked by DMRC 
after the DAMEPL termi
nated the agreement on 
certain grounds. Last year, 

the Supreme Court upheld 
the award in in favour of 
DAMEPL.

The court  observed 
that the DMRC, it owes 
Rs.7,010.08 Crore to the 
Reliance subsidiary as on 
September 06. As of now, 
a sum of Rs.2,599.17 Crore 
has been paid to DAMEPL. 
Thus, the DMRC in the case 
has sought Rs 3500 Crore 
each from Centre and Delhi 
government.

An execution petition has 
been filed by the DAMEPL 
in the Delhi High Court for 
enforcing the said award.

R. Venkataramani, the At
torney General for India ap
pearing for DMRC, on Octo
ber 10 in the case observed 
and has informed the High 
Court bench of Justice Rao 

that since the equity part
ners are applying their 
minds to the issue, it will 
be in the fitness of things 
that there being no adverse 
order touching upon the op
erations and maintenance 
of Delhi Metro is passed by 
the court.

It has also been stated 
by the DMRC that if any 
dverse order is passed 
against the company at the 
present stage, its operations 
would come to a complete 
standstill and the same 
would be prejudicial to the 
public interest consider
ing that approximately 48 
lakh journeys take place on 
a daily basis.

Accordingly, the court 
post the matter to be next 
heard on Wednesday.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: India 
Can’t Be International 
Arbitration Hub If There Is 
No Enforcement Of Award
TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

IN COURT

Supreme Court 
Collegium 
Recommended 
5 Names For 
Elevation To 
Supreme Court

The Supreme Court 
collegium had rec
ommended names of 
5 High Court Chief 
Justices/Judges for el
evation to the Supreme 
Court.
1. Justice Pankaj Mithal, 

Chief Justice, Raj
asthan High Court 
(PHC: Allahabad)

2. Justice Sanjay Karol, 
Chief Justice, Patna 
High Court (PHC: 
Himachal Pradesh)

3. Justice P.V. Sanjay 
Kumar, Chief Justice, 
Manipur High Court 
(PHC: Telangana)

4. Justice Ahsanuddin 
Amanullah, Judge, 
Patna High Court, 
and

5. Justice Manoj Misra, 
Judge, Allahabad 
High Court.

The Supreme Court 
Collegium recom
mended these names 
in its meeting held 
on December 13, 
2022, these names 
are cleared by the 
Centre, the Supreme 
Court will now have 
33 judges out of the 
sanctioned strength 
of 34 judges.

TDG NETWORK 
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The Minister for Commerce 
and Industry of India, Piy-
ush Goyal, and UK Secretary 
of State for International 
Trade, Ms. Kemi Badenoch, 
MP, met today in New Delhi 
to discuss India-UK FTA ne-
gotiations. 

Discussions were carried 
out on the India-UK FTA ne-
gotiations and the range of 
bilateral trade and economic 
relations. Both Ministers re-
affirmed their commitment 
to the ongoing India-UK 
FTA negotiations which 
would unlock the full poten-
tial of boosting jobs, invest-
ments and exports between 
the two countries. It was 
noted that the 6th Round of 
India-UK FTA negotiations 
is presently underway in 
New Delhi. While express-
ing satisfaction on the state 
of negotiations it was agreed 
that the negotiations will 
continue further with the 
aim to conclude the same at 
the earliest. The Ministers 
urged the negotiating team 
to work together with an 
aim to iron out the differ-
ences in the spirit of mutual 
accommodation based on 
the principle of reciprocity 
and respect for each other’s 
sensitivities, for a balanced, 
mutually beneficial, fair and 
equitable outcome.

The bilateral meeting was 
followed by interaction of 
the two ministers with the 
India and the UK Businesses. 
The Minister for Commerce 
and Industry, Shri Piyush 
Goyal mentioned that India 
and UK investment and eco-
nomic relations are already 
strong and grown over the 
years. India has adopted an 
export led strategy to spin 
its growth story which is 

inclusive and sustainable. 
The Indian Government 
has also come out with 
many policies and reforms 
including PLI scheme, Na-

tional Infrastructure Pipe-
line, Development Finance 
Institution and privatiza-
tion of non-strategic sectors 
PSU. Further, various Ease 

of Doing Business initiatives 
have been taken including 
digitization of processes and 
clearances, simplification of 
procedures, weeding out 
of old and archaic laws, etc. 
He urged the businesses in 
India and the UK to take ad-
vantages of these initiatives 
for economic prosperity of 
both countries.

COMMERCE 

Commerce Minister Goyal 
meets UK’s Secretary of 
State,Kemi Badenoch to 
discuss India-UK FTA 
negotiations

Mahaveer C. Singhvi, (IFS) , 
Joint Secretary, Counter Ter-
rorism Ministry of External 
Affairs held a meeting with co-
chair with the US Department 
of State. Timothy Betts, the 
acting as a Counter Terrorism 
Coordinator in the 19th meet-
ing which was held between 
India and US Joint Working 
Group having a discussion on 

“The International Centre for 
Counter Terrorism” and on 
the 5th Designation Dialogue 
which was held on Decem-
ber 12 to December 13, 2022 
at New Delhi, including the 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
India, the U.S. Department of 
State Bureau of Counterterror-
ism, the U.S. Embassy India, 
the India Embassy US.

It might be recalled that In-
dia has stated in the UN Secu-
rity Council that the era of clas-
sifying terrorists as “bad”  and 

“good” on the basis of political 
convenience must end im-
mediately. India said that cat-
egorising terror acts by their 

intention as ideologically mo-
tivated or religious will dilute 
the shared global commitment 
to fighting terrorism.

COUNTER TERRORISM

INDIA - USA MEETING ON 
COUNTER TERRORISM HELD 

The Union Minister 
for Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare, Na-

rendra Singh Tomar has said 
that along with wheat and 
rice, millets should also find 
a respectable place again in 
the food plate. With the aim 
of promoting nutri-cereals 
in the country and the world, 
under the leadership of India, 
the International Year of Mil-
lets, announced by the Unit-
ed Nations, will be celebrated 
in the year 2023, for which 
Prime Minister Shri Naren-
dra Modi took the initiative 
and 72 countries have sup-
ported this proposal of India. 

 Tomar said this as the 
chief guest at the Agricul-
ture Leadership and Global 
Nutrition Conclave in New 
Delhi today. Shri Tomar said 
that the Covid pandemic has 
made all of us realize the im-
portance of health and nutri-
tional security. It is very im-
portant to include nutrition 
in our diet. Celebrating the 
International Year of Millets 
will increase domestic and 
global consumption of mil-
lets, which will also increase 
employment and strengthen 
the economy. He said that 
whatever has been given to 

us by Indian tradition, cul-
ture and practice, the natu-

ral products and nature’s 
bounty are surely perfect 

to keep any human being 
healthy, but many times time 

passes and in the name of 
modernity, due to our hectic 

lifestyles, many times we for-
get the good things gradually 

and in the name of progress 
we adopt many other things 
in our life. Progress is nec-
essary, but if progress is in 
harmony with nature, then 
it is better for all of us, for hu-
manity and for the country. 
Today we find many things 
and buy them at expensive 
prices, among them there are 
many such whose seeds are 
not kept by anyone or farm-
ers do not even sow them, 
but even today they are pro-
duced naturally, according to 
the season. Those who have 
come to know their quality, 
they use them. God has also 
taken care of the balance.

Shri Tomar said that mil-
lets are not a new commodity 
in our country. Earlier obvi-
ously facilities were less, but 
the fabric of our agricultural 
sector, village and society 
was such that even small 
farmers used to do farming 
as per their requirement and 
used to take the surplus food 
grains to the market. Gradu-
ally, there was competition 
for more profits while farm-
ing, due to which the cultiva-
tion of commodities changed 
and dependence on wheat 
and paddy increased. Our 
farmers are able to provide 

enough food to the country, 
while we are also supplying 
to the world, but gradually 
the place of Millets in our 
food plates decreased, in 
the competition of prestige 
Millets disappeared from 
the plate but now when our 
country is leading in the pro-
duction of most of the food 
grains and horticulture, at-
tention is drawn towards 
the nutritious grains. Today 
there is a need for nutrition, 
research is also being done 
very deeply, it is being ana-
lyzed closely. 

Lectures are being held at 
various places, scholars are 
pondering and it is being 
said that millets are nec-
essary for good health. In 
this regard, Prime Minister 
Shri Modi had said that we 
should work for millets and 
on his initiative, millets are 
being promoted in the coun-
try and the world like yoga, 
production and consump-
tion of millets are increas-
ing on the call of the Prime 
Minister.

Several dignitaries includ-
ing Mr. William Dar, former 
Agriculture Minister of 
Philippines were present 
on the occasion.

AGRICULTURE

MILLETS SHOULD FIND A RESPECTABLE PLACE IN THE 
FOOD PLATE - UNION AGRICULTURE MINISTER TOMAR

Ministers reaffirm their commitment to the ongoing 
India-UK FTA negotiations
India-UK FTA to boost jobs, investments and exports 
between the two countries



An anti-terrorism court 
(ATC) in Gujranwala has 
sent the prime suspect in 
the former Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan attack 
case on 10-day physical re-
mand, ARY News reported. 
The prime suspect Naveed 
Meher will be presented be-
fore the court on December 
22.

According to the details, 
the suspect Naveed Me-
her was presented before 
a special court of the ATC 
Gujranwala in the Imran 
Khan attack case. The joint 
investigation team (JIT) 
head Ghulam Mehmood 
Dogar was in the court, 
according to ARY News. 
In the court, the police in-
formed that a motorcycle 
has been recovered from 
Naveed Meher. 

Notably, Naveed Meher 
was arrested from the 
crime scene at Allahwala 
Chowk after he opened 
fire at former Pakistan PM 
Imran Khan on November 
3 during PTI’s long march. 
The First Information Re-
port (FIR) regarding the 
gun attack incident was 
lodged on November 7.

Earlier, the joint investi-
gation team (JIT) had sum-
moned Faisal Vawda, as 
per the ARY News report. 

Notably, the joint investiga-
tion team was constituted 
on November 3 to inves-
tigate the attack on Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chief Imran Khan.

As per the news report, 
Imran Khan and several 
other PTI leaders were in-
jured after a man opened 
fire during the party’s 
long march at Allahwala 
Chowk. A PTI worker was 
killed and six people, in-
cluding Imran Khan, were 
injured in the attack.

Earlier on November 21, 
the members of the Joint 
Investigation Team (JIT) 
inspected the crime scene 
for the third time since its 
formation by the Punjab 
government, 

Dawn reported. The 
members of JIT SP (Coun-
ter Terrorism Department) 
Naseebullah and SP Rawal 
town Rawalpindi Malik 
Tariq jointly visited Wa-
zirabad city to inspect the 
crime scene.

The JIT has recorded 
the statements of Wazi-
rabad city circle DSP Malik 
Aamir, station house offi-
cers of the city, Saddar po-
lice stations and comman-
dos of the elite force who 
had arrested the shooter. 
As per the Dawn report, 
the JIT also questioned the 
officials of Gujrat Saddar 
police station.
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Address to G7 leAders

Zelenskyy proposes to convene 
Global Peace Formula Summit

A bomb and gun at-
tack targeting a 
hotel, which is fre-

quently visited by Chinese 
visitors, ended with killing 
at least three attackers and 
injuring two foreigners, TO-
LOnews reported.

Taking to Twitter, the 
spokesman of an interim 
government, Zabiullah Mu-
jahid said that the attack on 
a hotel in the Shar-e-Naw 
area of Kabul ended with 
the killing of three attackers. 
Meanwhile, Kabul’s Securi-
ty Department’s Spokesman 
Khalid Zadran said that a 
compound named “Kabul 
Hotel” was under attack by 
“devil elements.” He also 
said that in the hotel, ordi-
nary people stay.

According to Mujahid, all 
guests have been evacuated 
and no foreign nationals 
were killed in the attack, 
however, two foreigners 
were injured after jumping 
from the flat.

TOLOnews reported cit-

ing a government source 
that there were four attack-
ers and one of them blew 
himself up at a security gate. 
The source said that the 
three other attackers were 
shot dead by the Islamic 
Emirate forces.

According to the source, 
one member of Islamic 
Emirate forces was killed 

and three others were 
wounded.

No one has yet claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack, 
according to TOLOnews.

A resident said that two 
big blasts were heard fol-
lowed by several small 
blasts. He also said the 
building belongs to Chinese 
nationals.

‘deVIl eleMeNts’

AttAck oN kAbul hotel housING 
chINese NAtIoNAls eNds wIth 
three AttAckers kIlled
TDG NETWORK
KABUL 

All hotel guests were evacuated and no foreign nationals were 
killed in the attack; however, two foreigners were injured.

Zelenskyy called on the international community to demonstrate 
leadership in the implementation of the peace formula.

US National Security Advisor Jake 
Sullivan.

PrIMe susPect

ATC sends Imran’s 
attacker on 10-day 
physical remand

coNtINued rePressIoN

US announces sanctions against 
human rights abusers in Iran

The United States announced sanc-
tions against those who are perpe-
trating gross human rights abuses 
and repression in Iran, National 
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said.

Responding to a query over sup-
porting protesters in Iran, Sullivan 
said, “We have had a drumbeat of 
announcements relative to sanctions 
against those who are perpetrating 
these gross human rights abuses 
and this repression. We haven’t just 
done so ourselves, we have coordi-
nated and aligned with other coun-
tries around the world, building an 

international chorus of condemna-
tion against what is happening.” 
Moreover, Ministers of the European 
Union of Foreign Affairs on Tuesday 
have imposed new sanctions on Ira-
nian religious leaders, senior officials 
and top state media employees over 

new crackdowns on antigovernment 
protests. 

Twenty individuals and one entity 
were sanctioned on Monday over hu-
man rights abuses, while four more 
people and as many entities were 
added over the issue of drones to 
Russia for use in Ukraine, Aljazeera 
reported.

This comes after the second pub-
lic execution of an anti-government 
protester. According to The Jerusa-
lem Post, protester Majidreza Rahn-
avard convicted for stabbing and kill-
ing two security agents was hanged 
to death in public this morning in the 
city of Mashhad.

“And this is something that I per-

sonally, as National Security Advisor, 
am deeply committed to across the 
board. I’ve spent dozens, if not hun-
dreds, of hours working on these 
cases, meeting with these families. 
And I will continue to do so as we go 
forward,” Sullivan said.

“And I make it a policy that any 
family that seeks a meeting at the 
White House with me will get one. 
Sometimes there are scheduling is-
sues. But over the course of the past 
year, I have had the opportunity to 
meet with so many families of hos-
tages and detainees in Russia and 
Afghanistan, Venezuela, Iran, China 
and other places as well, and I’ll con-
tinue to do that,” he added.

top of the day

two coPs AMoNG 
sIx kIlled IN 
QueeNslANd
QUEENSLAND:  Six 
people, including two 
police officers, were killed 
in an execution-style am-
bush and siege at a rural 
property in Australia’s 
Queensland state, 9News 
reported on Tuesday citing 
the police commissioner.
Queensland police said 
that Constable Matthew 
Arnold and Constable 
Rachel McCrow were shot 
dead “in the line of duty” 
at Wieambilla. As per the 
news report, four police of-
ficers were initially shot at 
while visiting the property 
at Wieambilla to investi-
gate reports of a missing 
person. The missing 
person’s report involved 
a former school princi-
pal Nathaniel Train who 
was last seen in Dubbo 
in December last year. 
According to police, there 
was a seige and special-
ist officers were involved. 
Queensland Police Com-
missioner Katarina Carroll 
said that the officers “did 
not stand a chance” and 

“the fact that two got alive is 
a miracle.”

sINGAPore 
becoMes ‘Most 
exPeNsIVe cIty’
SINGAPORE: Singapore 
is the most expensive 
city in the world. In the 
latest survey conducted 
by Economist Intelligence 
Unit (EIU) Worldwide Cost 
of Living (WCOL) Index, 
Singapore and New York 
City were termed joint 

“most expensive cities in 
the world.” The EIC WOL is 
designed in such a way as 
to enable human resourc-
es and finance managers 
to calculate cost-of-living 
allowances and build 
compensation packages 
for expatriates and busi-
ness travellers. The WCOL 
is conducted twice yearly 
that compares the 400 
individual prices across 
more than 200 products 
and services in 172 cities. 
In 2021, the number of 
cities covered increased 
to 173 when Kyiv was 
included. According to the 
EIU report, the average 
cost of living has gone up 
8.1 per cent in 2022 in the 
172 major cities it covered 
in its survey. This is the 
fastest rate in 20 years 

duA lIPA 
rePortedly 
dAtING JAck 
hArlow
LOS ANGELES: It looks 
like Dua Lipa has found 
a new man! According 
to Page Six, a US-based 
entertainment media 
house, singer Dua Lipa is 
dating rapper Jack Harlow, 
whose most recent album 
included the suitably 
named song “Dua Lipa,” 
a tribute to the British-
Albanian star. Before 
the album’s May release, 
according to Harlow, he 
video-called Lipa to ask 
for her approval. She 
responded in a somewhat 
awkward manner, but 
nonetheless nodded in the 
affirmative, as per Page 
Six. It appears she fell in 
love with the charming 
rapper after seeing him 
in person at the Variety 
Hitmakers Brunch in Los 
Angeles in November. 
They have reportedly been 
in “continuous commu-
nication,” reports Page 
Six. A source said: “He 
was very interested in her 
and was going to strongly 
pursue (the romance).”

Britain outrightly rejected 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari’s 
plea to re-look at his coun-
try from the perspective of a 
“promising emerging market 
full of opportunities”, Asian 
Lite International reported.

He appealed to the world 
on the same day when Brit-
ain announced sanctions 
against a Muslim cleric Mau-
lana Abdul Haq alias Mian 
Mithu for forced conversion 
of non-Muslims in Paki-
stan’s Sindh province. Bila-
wal raised the pitch for his 
country in Singapore, seek-
ing improved economic ties. 
Analysts noted that Bhutto-
Zardari’s plea came during 
his meetings with Singapore 
President Halimah Yacob, a 
woman and a Muslim, and 
his counterpart Dr Viv-
ian Balakrishnan, an ethnic 
Tamil.

Bilawal, who went to 
Singapore on December 9, 
met Singapore President 
Halimah Yacob on Saturday 
and raised the pitch for his 
country, seeking improved 
economic ties.

At the same time, when Bi-
lawal was asking the world 
to relook at his country, the 
United Kingdom sanctioned 
a Muslim cleric, Maulana 
Abdul Haq alias Mian Mithu 
for forced conversion of non-
Muslims in Pakistan’s Sindh 
province.

A Pakistan People’s Party 
lawmaker between 2008 
and 2013, Mithu was ex-
pelled by the party after he 
became controversial over 
the forced conversion and 
marriage of Rinkle Kumari, 
a girl from the minority 
Hindu community, reported 
Asian Lite International.

Earlier, on Friday, UK For-
eign Secretary James Clev-

erly announced a new list 
of sanctions including Mian 
Abdul Haq of the Bharchun-
di Sharif shrine in Ghotki, 
Sindh, to mark Internation-
al Anti-Corruption Day and 
Human Rights Day.

The package includes indi-
viduals and entities involved 
in a wide range of grievous 
activities - including the tor-
ture of prisoners, the mo-
bilisation of troops to rape 
civilians, and systematic 
atrocities. “It is our duty to 
promote free and open soci-
eties around the world,” said 
Cleverly.

“Today our sanctions go 
further to expose those be-
hind the heinous violations 
of our most fundamental 
rights to the account. We 
are committed to using ev-
ery lever at our disposal to 
secure a future of freedom 
over fear,” he said.

Haq, who is a cleric and 
politician, is a locally influ-
ential figure in the Sindh 
region of Pakistan and has 
been criticised over the years 
for the forced conversion of 
minorities, mostly Hindus, 
in the province.

“Mian Abdul Haq, a Mus-
lim cleric of the Bharchundi 
Sharif shrine in Ghotki, 
Sindh, who is responsible 
for forced marriages and 
forced religious conver-
sions of non-Muslims and 
minors,” UK sanctions list 
reads.

Sanctions impose an as-
set freeze and travel ban 
on individuals and entities 
and prevent any UK citi-
zen, or any business in the 
UK, from dealing with any 
funds or economic resourc-
es which are owned, held or 
controlled by the designated 
person.

Other countries covered in 
the latest wave of sanctions 
include Russia, Uganda, 
Myanmar and Iran.

No re-look
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u.s. coNdeMNs kAbul AttAck,  
cAlls oN tAlIbAN to lIVe uP  
to Its coMMItMeNts
WASHINGTON: United States State Department Spokes-
person Ned Price has condemned the attack that took 
place in the Afghanistan capital Kabul leaving three as-
sailants dead and several others injured.

Addressing a press briefing on Monday, Price called on 
the Taliban to fulfil its commitments made to the inter-
national community. “First on the attack today in Kabul. 
We’ve seen these reports, the reports of violence, reports 
potentially of deaths and casualties. We condemn in the 
strongest possible terms the use of violence against in-
nocent civilians,” Price told the media.

“The Afghan people have been subjected to levels of vio-
lence for are far too high for far too long, and we condemn 
unequivocally what has happened today,” he added.

Price’s statement comes after gunmen attacked the 
Longan Hotel in Kabul on Monday, December 12.

He also stated that the attack bore resemblance to that 
of the ISIS-K. He said, “Obviously, these reports are fresh 
out of Kabul. The attack appears to bear some of the 
hallmarks of ISIS-K, some of the brutal tactics that this 
especially brutal group has used to perpetrate attacks 
against the people of Afghanistan.”

“We continue to call on the Taliban to live up to the com-
mitments that they have made to the international com-
munity to the United States bilaterally in some cases but 
most importantly to the commitments they have made 
to their own people, a society that is free from this sort of 
terrorist violence,” Ned Price said.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy on Monday 
proposed to convene a spe-
cial summit - Global Peace 
Formula Summit to deter-
mine how to implement the 
Ukrainian Peace formula. 
Addressing the Group of 
Seven (G7) leaders on De-
cember 12, Zelenskyy called 
on the international commu-
nity to demonstrate leader-
ship in the implementation 
of the peace formula.

“I propose to convene a 
special summit - Global 
Peace Formula Summit 
- to determine how and 
when we can implement 
the points of the Ukrainian 
Peace Formula,” Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy said in his address. 
“I invite you, as well as oth-
er conscientious countries, 
to show your leadership in 
the implementation of the 
Peace Formula as a whole 
or some specific points in 
particular,” he added.

In his virtual address, 
Zelenskyy called on G7 
leaders to maintain sup-
port for Ukraine next year. 
He termed the first step 

a “new force” and called 
on G7 leaders to provide 
more military equipment, 
including modern tanks, 
artillery and long-range 
missiles, according to the 
statement released by the 
Ukrainian President’s of-
fice. Ukrainian President 
stressed that G7 nations 
need to maintain financial, 
energy and social stability 
next year. He urged G7 na-
tions to increase assistance 
to Ukraine in the gas field. 
He stressed that the attacks 
against Ukraine’s power 
plant have forced them to 
use additional gas than 
expected. In the third step, 
Zelenskyy called for new 
diplomacy and emphasised 

that Ukraine has always led 
the negotiation process.

“We need additional sup-
port over this particular 
winter. We are talking 
about the volume of about 
two billion cubic meters of 
gas that has to be procured 
additionally,” Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said in the ad-
dress. In his address, Zel-
enskyy called on Russia to 
take a “concrete and mean-
ingful step” towards a dip-
lomatic settlement which 
he stressed is mentioned 
by Moscow regularly. He 
stated that they will have 
holidays and termed it a 
time for normal people to 
think about “peace, not ag-
gression.”

France will host an international conference “Standing with 
the Ukrainian People” in Paris with an aim to coordinate 
international support for civilian resilience in Ukraine and 
address the Ukrainian people’s urgent humanitarian needs, 
the French embassy said in a statement.

The conference is organised at the initiative of French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron and is co-organised with Ukraine. 
During the conference, Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zel-
enskyy will address virtually.

“The Ukrainian people are facing dire difficulties in all sec-
tors essential to life: electricity supply, food security, water 
supply, and access to medical care. This situation is aggra-
vated by the onset of winter and by the increased Russian 
bombardments against civilian infrastructures in Ukraine, 
particularly energy infrastructure, resulting in severe black-
outs,” the statement reads.

“The goal of the conference is therefore to muster interna-
tional humanitarian aid to bolster the Ukrainian people’s re-
silience through the harsh winter, and establish a coordina-
tion mechanism to ensure effective and needs-based delivery 
of aid,” the statement added.

This international conference will gather representatives 
from 47 countries as well as 22 international organizations 
and financial institutions. It will be attended by several 
heads of State or government and will feature a virtual ad-
dress by the Secretary General of the United Nations, Antonio 
Guterres.

Russian forces launched military operations in Ukraine on 
February 24, three days after Moscow recognized Ukraine’s 
breakaway regions, Donetsk and Luhansk as independent 
republics followed by the announcement of a “special military 
operation” to “demilitarize” and “denazify” Ukraine.
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Afghans call for resumption 
of passport distribution

Afghan people are facing 
severe challenges due to the 
closing of the passport of-
fice, TOLO News reported, 
adding that residents in 
capital Kabul have called for 
the resumption of the pass-
port distribution process. 
The residents said they were 
facing severe challenges and 
cannot take their patients 
abroad without passports. 

TOLO News quoted Nas-
eem, a resident of Kabul, 
saying: “All of Afghanistan 
wants the passport de-
partment to be reopened.” 
Another resident Zahra 
said: “I want the Islamic 
Emirate to reopen the doors 
of the passport offices for 
everyone in Afghanistan.” 
A spokesman for the gener-
al department of passports 
said the process will be re-
sumed in the near future. 
“There are hopes, and efforts 

are underway. There are 
some problems, but as long 
as the technical problems are 
solved, we will resume the 
distribution of passports,” 
said Noorullah Patman, a 
spokesman for the general 
department of passports, 
according to TOLO News. 
The department of passports 
had in October said the dis-
tribution of passports will 
be halted for an unknown 
period of time due to techni-
cal issues.

severe challenges

avenFIelD reFerence

PakIstan PM to challenge nawaz 
sharIF’s sentence In hIgh coUrt 

Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif, 
who chaired a session 

of Pakistan Muslim League 
(PML-N), has decided to 
challenge the sentence of for-
mer prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif in the Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) in connection 
with the Avenfield refer-
ence, ARY News reported 
citing sources on Monday. 
According to the news chan-
nel which cited sources, 
the session has decided to 
challenge the sentence in 
accountability reference in 
the IHC after the acquittal of 
Maryam Nawaz by the High 
Court. According to Samaa 
news, July 2017, In light of 

the findings of the Joint In-
vestigation Team probing the 
Panama Papers suspends 
Nawaz Sharif ’s member-
ship as MNA and disquali-
fied him from holding the 
office of the prime minister. 
The German newspaper 
Suddeutsche Zeitung ob-
tained around 11.5m files 
from the database of one of 
the world’s biggest offshore 
law firm, Mossack Fon-
seca, and shared with the 
International Consortium 
of Investigative Journalists 
(ICIJ), Samaa news reported. 
In 2016, the ICIJ released 
Panama Papers.The papers 
revealed that the Sharif 
Family owns the four flats 
in the posh localities of 
London Mayfair and Park 
Lane. The family was us-

ing the flats since 90s.It 
was alleged that the Sah-
rif Family bought these 
flats with ill-gotten money. 
ARY News further cited the 
sources as stating that Mary-
am Nawaz, who is currently 
in London, would return 

before the arrival of Nawaz 
Sharif whose return would 
be announced from Lon-
don through a statement. 
“He is expected to re-
turn back to Pakistan 
in January,” ARY News 
quoted sources as saying. 

The IHC had given an acquit-
tal to Maryam Nawaz and 
her spouse Captain retired 
Safdar on September 29. The 
court had nullified the sen-
tence which was awarded 
by an accountability court 
in the Avenfield reference. 
The verdict, which was re-
served after hearing argu-
ments from both sides, was 
delivered by the Divisional 
Bench of the High Court. 
The ARY News reported 
that during the hearing, 
the judge enquired the Na-
tional Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) prosecutor how 
can the charge sheet against 
Maryam Nawaz be proved. 
It asked the prosecutor to 
establish Maryam Nawaz’s 
link in the assets beyond 
known sources of income. 
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Former Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

FTX founder Samuel 
Bankman-Fried.

China could invoke mutual legal assistance 
treaties to target pro-independence Taiwan-
ese in a third country, said Taiwanese human 
rights activist Lee Ming-che, citing an article 
published in the Chinese State-run People’s 
Daily by jurist Wang Yingjin.

The article, suggests that Beijing is seriously 
contemplating the strategy, which would en-
danger all Taiwanese transiting through China 
or travelling in a country that has an extradi-
tion treaty with Beijing, said Lee while speak-
ing at a news conference in Taipei to mark the 
Human Rights Day, according to Taipei Times. 
Lee, who was imprisoned in China from 2017 
to April 2022 on charge of subverting state 
power, urged the Taiwan government to react 
on time to prevent China from abusing the ex-
tradition treaties. While speaking at an event 
hosted by Tibetan and Uighur groups, and the 
“Safeguard Defenders”, Lee asked the govern-
ment to take up the issue via diplomatic chan-

nels, by reaching out to countries that have 
extradition treaties with China or Hong Kong 
to prevent the handover of Taiwanese accused 
of “separatism” or other political crimes by 
Beijing. The public should be warned against 
travelling to countries that might comply with 
Beijing’s extradition requests, Lee said.

Beijing’s demand that foreign countries 
extradite Taiwanese to China compromises 
the national sovereignty of Taiwan and the 
extradited individuals’ right to a fair trial and 
humane treatment in prison, he said, accord-
ing to Taipei Times. According to Lee, China’s 
pressure on Taiwan has increased after US 
House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi’s visit to Taipei in August 2022. China has 
since been authorizing criminal proceedings 
against pro-independence Taiwanese in ab-
sentia and without statutory limits.

Lee during his incarceration met several 
Taiwanese who were imprisoned after be-
ing extradited from Spain in connection with 
telecom fraud. Similar extraditions have been 
granted by Kenya and Malaysia, said Lee.

Bahamas authorities ar-
rested collapsed crypto-
currency exchange FTX 
founder Samuel Bankman-
Fried on Monday. The arrest 
was made after the United 
States prosecutors registered 
criminal charges against 
him, The New York Times 
reported citing a statement 
released by the Bahamas 
government. According to 

The New York Times, the 
statement released by the 
Bahamas government said, 
“SBF’s arrest followed re-
ceipt of formal notification 
from the United States that 
it has filed criminal charges 
against SBF and is likely to 
request his extradition.” The 
arrest has been confirmed by 
the United States Attorney 
for the Southern District of 
New York Attorney Damian 
Williams. The US Attorney 
for the Southern District of 

New York in a tweet said, 
“USA Damian Williams: 
Earlier this evening, Baha-
mian authorities arrested 
Samuel Bankman-Fried at 
the request of the U.S. Gov-
ernment, based on a sealed 
indictment filed by the 
SDNY. We expect to move to 
unseal the indictment in the 
morning and will have more 
to say at that time.”

Samuel Bankman-Fried 
has been under investigation 
by the Justice Department 

over the sudden implosion 
of FTX. The USD 32 billion 
worth company FTX filed 
for bankruptcy on Novem-
ber 11.  “As a result of the no-
tification received and the 
material provided therewith, 
it was deemed appropriate 
for the Attorney General to 
seek SBF’s arrest and hold 
him in custody pursuant 
to our nation’s Extradition 
Act,” the office of The Baha-
mas Attorney General Ryan 
Pinder said.

extraDItIon Pacts

crIMInal charges

Taiwanese can be targeted 
through mutual legal 
assistance treaties: Activist

Ftx FoUnDer saMUel BankMan-FrIeD arresteD 
In BahaMas at U.s. governMent reqUest
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Santa Claus 
face masks 

and caps 
hang on the 
wire for sale 
at a roadside 

market ahead 
of Christmas 

festival, in 
Prayagraj on 
Monday. ANI

SANTA FOR SALE

netizens remember 2001 inDiAn 
PArliAment AttAck
India paid tribute to the nine people who died on 13 De-
cember, 2001, when terrorists opened fire inside the Par-
liament building. Netizens paid their respects by posting 
on Twitter. This placed #ParliamentAttack among the 
top trends on the social media platform.

PM Narendra Modi paid floral tributes at a memorial in 
the Parliament House complex in New Delhi and posted 
on Twitter, “Paid homage to those who were martyred 
during the 2001 Parliament attack. We will never forget 
their service, bravery and sacrifice.”

“Remembering Kamlesh Kumari, the first woman re-
cipient of the Ashok Chakra (posthumous) in the CRPF, 
who took the gunshots from #Parliamentattack ter-
rorists. She informed her male peers about the suicide 
bomber.  What a brave lady. Salute,” a netizen tweeted.

Whenever we go 
to any country 
and say we are 
from India, then 
we get a lot of 
respect. The 
reason for this is 
our rich history.
— Kiren rijiju

bRAiN-pickiNg

Union Law Minister, stating that India has emerged as a 
soft power.

ATTRAcTiON

Bollywood has a long 
history of popularis-
ing regions by featur-

ing attractive settings in its 
films, and right now it ap-
pears that northeast India 
has become the industry’s 
new favourite.

The states in northeast 
India have diverse natural 
beauty and delicious cuisine, 
which is a golden chance for 
those filming there, and this 
may be the cause. Kangana 
Ranaut is currently filming 
in Assam for her upcoming 
political thriller, “Emergen-
cy.” Bhediya, Varun Dha-
wan’s most recent film, was 

mainly shot in Arunachal 
Pradesh.

“Jewel Thief,” which was 
launched in 1967, was one 
of India’s top spy thrillers 
and starred Dev Anand, 
the country’s heartthrob at 
the time. It was extensively 
filmed in Sikkim, which at 
the time was not seen as be-
ing in the Northeast. Rakesh 
Roshan’s 1997 ‘Koyla’, star-
ring Shah Rukh Khan and 
Madhuri Dixit, was shot in 
Arunachal Pradesh. One of 
the film’s songs.

More recently, films like 
John Abraham’s ‘Saya’, Far-
han Akhtar’s ‘Rock On 2’, 
and Shahid Kapoor, Kan-
gana Ranaut, and Saif Ali 
Khan’s ‘Rangoon’ were also 

shot in the northeast.
Additionally, one of Asia’s 

last truly vast natural and 
anthropological sanctuaries 

is preserved in the north-
eastern states, which many 
have travelled to. The area 
is a filmmaker’s ideal loca-

tion, with its endless plains, 
cascading rivers, and valleys. 
The north-eastern states, 
with their enigmatic beauty, 

have their own attraction for 
tourists.

One of the north-eastern 
states, Meghalaya, is creat-
ing avenues and tourism 
products for tourists who 
can spend more and stay for 
longer durations.

In 2019, the tourist foot-
fall in Meghalaya stood at 
about 12.7 lakh (including 
25,000 foreigners). Among 
the north-eastern states, 
this is highest after Assam 
and Sikkim. Footfalls have 
steadily increased over the 
last decade and are experi-
encing a resurgence follow-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The annual tourist footfall 
is expected to exceed Rs. 15 
lakhs by 2024. 

NORThEAST iNdiA: bOLLywOOd’S NEw hub

wONdERiNg hOw TO gET 
A gOOd NighT’S SLEEp? 
hERE'S yOuR guidE 

The mind and body can both 
benefit from a restful night’s 
sleep. But what influences 
how much sleep we need, 
and what makes us snooze 
longer? In a recent study, sci-
entists from the University of 
Tsukuba identified a signal-
ling route in brain cells that 
regulates the duration and 
quality of sleep.

“We examined genetic 
mutations in mice and how 
these affect their patterns of 
sleep. We identified a mu-
tation that led to the mice 
sleeping much longer and 
more deeply than usual”, 
stated the senior author of 
the study, Professor Hiroma-
sa Funato. The researchers 
found that this was caused 
by low levels of an enzyme 
called histone deacetylase 4 
(HDAC4), which is known 
to suppress the expression of 
target genes. Previous stud-
ies on HDAC4 have shown 
that it is greatly affected 
by the attachment of phos-
phate molecules in a process 
known as phosphorylation. 
When this occurs, HDAC4 
tends to move away from 
the cell nucleus, and the sup-
pression of certain proteins 
is reduced. The researchers 
were interested in whether 
this phosphorylation of 
HDAC4 would affect sleep.

“We focused on a protein 
called salt-inducible ki-

nase 3, otherwise known as 
SIK3, which phosphorylates 
HDAC4,” stated Profes-
sor Funato. “We previously 
found that this protein has 
strong effects on sleep.” The 
team found that when there 
was a lack of SIK3 or when 
HDAC4 was modified to 
prevent phosphorylation, 
the mice slept less. In con-
trast, when the mice had a 
more active version of SIK3, 
which increased the phos-
phorylation of HDAC4, they 
slept a lot more. They also 
identified a further protein, 
LKB1, which phosphorylates 
SIK3, and has similar sleep-
suppressing effects when 
deficient.

The team carried out fur-
ther experiments to iden-
tify the brain cells in which 
these pathways regulate 
sleep. This involved alter-
ing the amounts of SIK3 
and HDAC4 in different cell 
types and brain regions. The 
results indicated that signal-
ling within the cells of the 
cortex regulates the depth of 
sleep, while signalling within 
the hypothalamus regulates 
the amount of deep sleep. 
For both brain regions, the 
excitatory neurons, which 
can activate other neurons, 
were identified as playing a 
key role. These results pro-
vide an important insight 
into how sleep is regulated, 
which could potentially lead 
to a greater understanding of 
sleep disorders.
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hOw dELhi wOmAN 
TEAchES hER phONE 
ThiEF A LESSON 

Alibaug: The next 
billionaire’s lane 

Perils of living in world's most expensive cities 

AppREhENdiNg LAViSh

SuRViViNg SNOOZiNg

According to Delhi Police, 
a woman chased after and 
caught a child who had 
reportedly stolen her cell 
phone in the Rajouri Garden 
area of the capital.

Ruchi Gulyani, a 31-year-
old woman, was on her way 
to work when two scooter-
borne miscreants stole her 
cellphone on 11 December 
at about 9:30 a.m. The crime 
happened adjacent to Ra-
jouri Garden. 

“Ruchi Gulyani, a resident 
of Moti Nagar in Delhi was 
on her way to office and 
talking on her phone when 
two boys on a grey coloured 
scooty attempted to snatch 
her mobile phone while she 
was talking. After initial re-
sistance by women, robbers 
forcefully took her mobile 
phone and fled.”

“The woman stopped a 
scooty rider and requested 
his help in chasing them. She 
then went in pursuit of the 
robbers and managed to nab 

one while the other managed 
to escape,” Delhi Police said 
this in a statement.

Police said the robbers in 
the meantime also snatched 
one more mobile phone from 
C-Block, Tagore Garden Ex-
tension, from one Arvind 
Kumar Singh. 

Police stated that they 
swung into action and ap-
prehended the juvenile 
with the mobile phones. 
The Delhi Police have regis-
tered a case under Sections 
356/379/392/411/34 under 
the Indian Penal Code at Ra-
jouri Garden Police Station. 
Police have also launched 
an investigation to find the 
other accused. 

The number of HNIs buying 
vacation homes is increasing 
as they seek out a little peace 
and quiet by investing in 
homes far from the bustle of 
daily life. Be it Ambani’s re-
cent world-record purchase 
of the huge Casa Del Sol, a 
17,000-square-foot estate 
on Palm Jumeirah Island 
for USD 82 million, or star 
player Virat Kohli’s custom-
ised home with Avas Living 
in Alibaug.

Cutting-edge housing and 
design are becoming more 
popular in India thanks to 
the work of the same interna-
tionally acclaimed SAOTA 
team, which conceptualised 

and designed both homes. 
“My second house is being 

built in Alibaug with Avas 
Living. The world’s top ar-
chitects created the villas 
with an emphasis on every-
thing I find important, in-
cluding wellness, health, and 
technology,” stated Virat.

Requests for bespoke 
homes close to the Mandwa 
Jetty in premium locales 
within Alibaug designed 
with all the frills and hav-
ing ticket sizes between Rs. 
35 and 50 crores are not un-
common now with access to 
the best developers, archi-
tects, and designers amongst 
the elite.

Alibaug is fast earning its 
space as the lifestyle desti-
nation in India.

In Singapore, the most ex-
pensive city in the world, 
where nearly 500,000 Indi-
ans reside, housing rent has 
increased by 20%, and auto-
mobile rent has increased by 
30%. It is unclear how these 
Indians manage to live in 
such a pricey environment. 
Singapore and New York 
City were named as the two 
“most expensive cities in the 
world” in the most recent 
Economist Intelligence Unit 
(EIU) Worldwide Cost of 
Living (WCOL) Index sur-
vey.

The EIU WCOL is de-

signed in such a way as to 
enable human resources 
and finance managers to 
calculate cost-of-living al-
lowances and build compen-
sation packages for expatri-
ates and business travelers. 
The WCOL is held twice a 

year and compares 400 in-
dividual prices for over 200 
products and services in 172 
cities. In 2021, the number 
of cities covered increased to 
173 when Kyiv was included.

The EIU analysis claims 
that in the 172 main cities it 

surveyed, the average cost 
of living increased by 8.1% 
in 2022. 

In the 20 years for which 
EIU has digital cost-of-living 
data, this rate is the fastest. 
The two most costly things 
in Singapore are housing 
and vehicles, whose rental 
costs have grown by 20% 
this year and 30% this year, 
respectively. The only way to 
avoid growing housing costs 
in this pricey city is to move 
out of the city or downsize to 
a smaller flat.

The good news is that EIU 
expects prices to start to ease 
in some countries as inter-
est rates bite and the global 
economy slows. 
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FiVE uNuSuAL chRiSTmAS 
cELEbRATiONS AROuNd ThE 
wORLd 
as December approaches, people start to get 
excited in anticipation of the forthcoming Christ-
mas celebrations. Christmas is a religious festival 
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. It is one 
of those celebrations that has crossed national, 
cultural, and ethnic boundaries and evolved into a 
holiday that encompasses a lot of diversity. Look 
at these five unusual Christmas celebrations 
around the globe.

GAvle GoAt of sweDen
Since 1966, a huge Yule goat has been 
constructed in the middle of gavle’s 
Castle Square. Its roots are in Scandina-
vian pagan customs, and Yule, a festival 

honouring the winter Solstice, uses it as a signifi-
cant emblem. Its significance evolved over time, 
and it is now regarded as a significant symbol of 
Sweden’s Christmas celebrations.

UkrAine’s sPiDer webs
Ukrainian trees would prefer to be cov-
ered in cobwebs rather than glistening 
lights. This custom is based on a local 
myth that says a widow and her children, 

who were unable to support themselves, couldn’t 
afford to decorate the tree they had grown from 
a pine cone. on Christmas morning, they noticed 
their tree was coated in cobwebs that had become 
golden and silver due to the sunshine.

venezUelAn miso De GAllo
Venezuelan Christians attend the ‘Miso 
de gallo’ midnight service on Christmas. 
people roller skate to go to churches. 
The custom dates back to the 1960s, is 

being practised in Venezuela today. In fact, it is 
so well-liked that police are frequently called in 
to prevent traffic from blocking the pathways of 
roller-skaters travelling to the mass.

norwAy’s broom HiDinG 
The practise of hiding brooms in homes 
for Christmas is incredibly common in 
this nordic nation. It has its origins in 
the age-old myth that on Christmas 

day, evil spirits start wandering the area in search 
of brooms to ride on.

finlAnD’s cHristmAs sAUnAs
In freezing Finland, people hold the 
belief that each sauna has its own 
“sauna elf,” whom everyone is obliged 
to respect. another place associated 

with purity is the sauna. For the holiday season, 
saunas are decorated with candles, lanterns, 
and fragrances. before returning home for a nice 
meal, families frequently take a communal bath 
in one of these saunas.

— AlIshA louIs

#PArliAmentAttAck



Rajnath Singh, Union Defence Minister, visits Ahmedabad during a BJP campaign to extend support 
for the Gujarat Assembly elections.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on his visit to Gujarat ahead of Vidhan Sabha elections in the state.

Source: Tribune India 

Source: Deccan Herald

Voters line up to cast their ballots during the first round of the Gujarat Assembly elections while 
displaying their identification cards.
Source: India Today

big poll battles

2022 ASSembly ReSulTS: 
bJP STRengTHenS, 
CongReSS Re-emeRgeS, 
AAP RISeS

bJp’s guJarat Dominance

aap’s Damage to congress in the coastal state

In gujarat, a 156-seat victory out of 182 seats 
has helped the bJP break its own record in 
the state as it won a clear mandate of return. 
The party secured its largest-ever seat share in 
2002 under narendra modi’s leadership when 
it garnered 127 seats. The previous assembly 
elections in 2017 showcased a hint of change 
as the bJP gave away a large share of seats to 
the InC - 77 out of 182. As a result of the elec-
tion which was marked by Patidars’ agitation 
against the incumbent bJP, the party’s tally 
had come down from 115 seats in 2012 to 99 in 
2017. However, in the 2022 elections - a three-
cornered contest, with the AAP also in the 
arena - the saffron party secured a home run 
winning another term in the state with more 
than 85 per cent of the seats in the assembly. 

 According to political analysts, bJP’s car-
pet bombing strategy of campaigning in those 
parts of the state where the party was weak, 
keeping Pm modi the face of the rallies and 

meetings, coupled with Amit Shah’s astute 
micromanagement of the party’s organisation 
in the state, is what largely worked. major cen-
tral leaders, including union Home minister 
Amit Shah, Defence minister Rajnath Singh, 
union minister Smriti Irani, and Chief min-
isters yogi Adityanath and Shivraj Singh 
Chauhan, were brought in to campaign for 
the party in the state. 

Prime minister narendra modi himself held 
upwards of 31 rallies across the length and 
breadth of the state aiming to cover all the ar-
eas where the party might witness challenges. 
The party’s campaign strategy trickled down 
to the level of panna pramukhs, or page in-
charges, for electoral rolls, which is said to 
have helped it account for every single vote in 
every booth. under incumbent Chief minister 
bhupendra Patel’s leadership, the party saw 
a minor increase in its vote share by 3.45 per 
cent to 52.5 per cent.    

AAP’s ambitions to enter gujarat politics appeared to have soured the InC’s 
presence in the state. While AAP was able to open its account in the state 
assembly, the party had to settle for just five seats and a vote share of 12.92 
per cent. Its entry into state elections was most evident by the damage it did 
to the InC. 

The latter’s tally came down from a massive 77 seats in 2017 to just 17  
seats this time. Its vote share dropped by nearly 14 per cent to 27 per cent in 
2022.

According to analysts, AAP’s candidates helped break away Congress 
vote share, thereby enabling a comfortable victory for the bJP in several 

seats. Interestingly, while the AAP’s central leadership focused on the state 
and helped it secure a vote share large enough to get national party status, 
the InC leadership’s lack of focus and campaigning in the state cost it anoth-
er election. Former Congress President Rahul gandhi’s absence from the 
state, barring two rallies in Surat and Rajkot, in spite of the ongoing bharat 
Jodo yatra, pointed towards the top Congress leadership’s non-serious at-
titude towards the state. 

The elections have strengthened the bJP’s hold on the state. The gap be-
tween the  bJP and the InC is so wide that the new assembly might not have 
any place for a credible opposition voice. 

on 8th December 2022, the 
election Commission of 
India released the results 

for the 2022 Assembly elections 
in gujarat and Himachal Pradesh. 
The bharatiya Janata Party (bJP), 
in power in both states, witnessed 

celebration as well as disappoint-
ment. 

In gujarat, the party made history 
by winning a seventh term and rak-
ing up the highest seat share any 
party has been able to secure since 
1985. 

In Himachal Pradesh, anti-incum-
bency ruled the roost, as a diminish-
ing Indian national Congress (InC) 
won an absolute majority, winning 
40 of the 68 seats. 

 
While the gujarat results bring home 

the bJP and by extension modi and 
Amit Shah’s dominance on state poli-
tics, the results in Himachal Pradesh 
point towards its bi-polar nature. gu-
jarat has been a bJP stronghold for 27 
years, since the 1995 Assembly elec-
tions. In Himachal, the bJP lost to the 
Congress after a rather tumultuous 
term with changes in leadership several 
times in five years. 

For the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), 
however, the 2022 Assembly elections 
were a turning point. even as its prom-
ise of changing the winds of politics in 
both gujarat and Himachal fell flat, it 
secured what can be called the biggest 
achievement by such a young party in 
a short period - the status of a national 
party with a 12.92 vote share in gujarat. 
The elections underline a key element 
of change in the country’s electoral fu-
ture before the 2024 elections. 

Damini mehta
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Priyanka Gandhi Vadra addressing Congress’ ‘Parivartan Pratigya Rally’ in Solan, Himachal Pradesh.
Source: Indian Express

Contributing reports by  Muskan Agrawal, Meherein Singh Kalsey, Kajol 
Sharma and Anjali Ojha, Researchers at Polstrat.

The 2022 Assembly elections in Gujarat and Himachal reflect the character 
of party politics in India as the country witnesses winds of change at an in-
creasingly fast pace. On one hand, the BJP’s juggernaut has given it mandate 
after mandate in national and state elections across the country. On the other 
hand, several assembly elections have reinstated the ability of regional parties 
to hold their ground against the saffron party, like the Trinamool Congress in 
West Bengal, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam in Tamil Nadu, and YSR Congress 
Party in Andhra Pradesh. 

 The BJP has fought nearly all national and state elections since 2019 in the 
name of Narendra Modi’s leadership and as a mandate on his government 
at the centre, thereby emerging as the dominant force in Indian politics. It 
has left nearly no space for an opposition party at the centre even as efforts 
by smaller regional parties to form a united opposition have fallen flat so far. 
The 2022 Gujarat elections have also given birth to a new national party and 

shed light on the AAP’s increasing role in national politics. The AAP’s rise 
in Delhi and Punjab have directly cast a shadow on the Congress’ position 
in electoral politics. However, it might have to travel a long distance before it 
emerges as a direct challenger to the BJP in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, a 
challenge according to analysts, only the INC can take on. Lastly, the elections 
are another clear warning to the INC to put its house in order if it intends to 
remain relevant before the crucial 2024 Lok Sabha fight. 

Another Semi-FinAl BeFore 2024 lok SABhA electionS

himAchAl reSultS: Anti-incumBency 
Win For congreSS

BJP: StAtuS in himAchAl

What didn’t work for the Congress in Gu-
jarat appears to have played in its favour in 
Himachal Pradesh. The state, just like Guja-
rat, witnessed a three-pole contest between 
the ruling BJP, the principal opposition INC, 
and a rising AAP.

The INC’s campaign in Himachal was di-
rected by Rahul Gandhi’s sister and All India 
Congress Committee general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra who led the campaign 
at the forefront. Not projecting a Chief Min-
isterial face helped the party keep its lead-
ers united, as was evident from the post-poll 
run-up to select a CM candidate and directly 
contributed to the party’s return to power in 
the state. The victory is said to be on the back 
of promises such as returning the old pen-

sion scheme in a state that would directly 
benefit nearly 2.5 lakh government employ-
ees. The party’s localised campaign focused 
on issues relevant to the people - pension, 
jobs, apple farmers’ issues, and identify-
ing sentiments of corruption against the 
incumbent BJP helped it win 40 seats. The 
party accused the incumbent Jairam Thakur 
government of misgovernance, corruption, 
and involvement in scams such as the police 
recruitment paper leak, frequent change in 
chief secretaries, and hurting the populace 
through the New Pension Scheme. 

The party nearly doubled its seats from 21 
in 2017 to 40 now with a meagre 2.22 per 
cent point increase in its vote share since 
2017. 

For the BJP, repeated changes in leadership, multiple centres of power, and the 
inability to rein in rebels, several of whom contested independently and dented 
the party’s electoral prospects, sounded the death knell. The party campaign 
saw three different factions led by party president JP Nadda, information and 
broadcasting minister Anurag Thakur, and Chief Minister Jairam Thakur. 
While the party declared Jairam Thakur as its face in the state, Anurag Thakur 
was seen as a potential challenger. However, the party’s ability to maintain a 
43 per cent vote share, just 0.9 per cent shy of the victorious INC in an elec-
tion it clearly lost, indicates that the public mandate still leans towards it in 
some form. 

 Against the INC’s 40-seat victory in the assembly, the BJP dropped its as-
sembly tally by 19, having to settle for just 25 seats in the 68-member assembly. 

Its vote share saw a drop of nearly six percentage points. 
For the AAP, which was contesting the elections for the first time in Himachal 

Pradesh, second-hand treatment of the state might be the reason why it failed 
to open an account in the assembly. It had to settle with a 1.1 per cent vote 
share. The party sent junior leaders and Punjab MLAs to lead the campaign 
in Himachal, as opposed to the campaign in Gujarat, where party supremo 
and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and deputy CM Manish Sisodia held back-to-
back rallies. The absence of a mass leader, change in leadership, and arrests 
and raids on key leaders are said to have further dampened the spirits of the 
candidates and the cadre alike. Party leader and Delhi Health Minister Saty-
endar Jain was arrested just a few months before the election whereas there 
have been several raids on the premises of Manish Sisodia’s home and offices. 
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Iga Swiatek

EXCEPTIONAL SESON

Iga Swiatek wins maiden WTA 
Player of Year award

Tennis star Iga Swiatek was 
chosen for the player of the 
year award by the Women’s 
Tennis Association (WTA) 
for the first time after her in-
credible run in 2022 that also 
saw her get to the summit of 
women’s singles ranking.

Swiatek, who was named 
Newcomer of the Year in 
2020, had an exceptional 
season in 2022, leading the 
way in terms of finals ap-
pearances, awards won 
and matches won. She was 
crowned winner at eight 
tournaments, including 
six in a row and a 37-match 
winning streak. Among the 
eight championships were 
two Grand Slams, at Roland 
Garros and the US Open, 
as well as WTA 1000 titles 
at the Qatar TotalEnergies 

Open (Doha), the BNP Pa-
ribas Open (Indian Wells), 
the Miami Open presented 
by Ita, Internazionali BNL 
d’Italia (Rome), and the 
Porsche Tennis Grand 
Prix (Stuttgart). Swiatek 
won 67 matches this sea-
son in total as per the WTA  
Tour website.

David Witt was awarded 
the WTA coach of the year. 
Jessica Pegula’s current 
coach has been acknowl-
edged for his players’ success 
on the court this season, as 
well as for being a fantastic 
ambassador for the sport 
and bringing coaching to the 
forefront of the game. 
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FIRST TEST

MUMBAI INDIANS

PUNJAB KINGS SUNRISERS HYDERABAD

DELHI CAPITALS

ROYAL CHALLENG-
ERS BANGALORE

CHENNAI SUPER KINGS GUJARAT TITANS

RAJASTHAN ROYALS
KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS

LUCKNOW SUPER GIANTS

‘Bumrah, Shami will 
be missed, but good 
opportunity for others’

Ahead of the opening Test 
against Bangladesh, India 
bowling coach Paras Mham-
brey said that they would 
miss the service of veteran 
bowlers Jasprit Bumrah, Mo-
hammad Shami but pointed 
out that it is a great opportuni-
ty for other players to step up 
and perform for their team.

India will be without a host 
of veteran players when they 
take on Bangladesh in a two-
Test series that begins on 
Wednesday, with Rahul fill-
ing in as skipper for the in-
jured Rohit Sharma (finger) 
and fellow veterans Jasprit 
Bumrah (back), Moham-
mad Shami (shoulder) and 
Ravindra Jadeja (knee) also 
on the sidelines. The star 
names missing from India’s 
squad are Bumrah (back), 
Shami (shoulder injury) and 
Ravindra Jadeja (knee injury). 
These star players have failed 
to recover in time and have 

been ruled out of both Tests. 
Navdeep Saini and Saurabh 
Kumar have been named as 
replacements for these play-
ers. India have also drafted 
fast bowler Jaydev Unadkat 
into the 17-man squad.

“One good thing is a lot of 
these guys are playing. Look 
at the bowlers that we have 
right now, Siraj has played a 
lot of cricket and Umesh has 
played a lot too, Saini has 

played a couple of games in 
the A series that has recently 
concluded which is good so 
everyone is in touch. As far 
as others missed out there is 
Bumrah and Shami definitely 
will be missed. We also look at 
this as an opportunity that the 
others have a chance to play 
cricket and perform for the 
team,” Paras Mhambrey said 
in a pre-match press confer-
ence on Tuesday.
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KL Rahul and Shakib Al Hasan pose for photos during the Test Se-
ries trophy unveiling, in Chattogram on Monday. 

A total of 405 play-
ers, including 273 
Indians and 132 

overseas players, are set to 
go under the hammer dur-
ing the auction of Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 2023 
which will take place in Ko-
chi on December 23.

“The IPL 2023 Player Auc-
tion list is out with a total of 
405 cricketers set to go un-
der the hammer in Kochi on 
December 23, 2022. Initially, 
a total of 369 players were 
shortlisted by 10 teams from 
the initial list of 991 play-
ers. Thirty-six additional 
players were requested by 
teams, which are added into 
the final list which makes a 
total of 405 players which 
will be presented at the IPL 
2023 auction,” a statement 
from the league said. “Out of 
405 players, 273 are Indians 
and 132 are overseas players 
of which 4 players are from 
associate nations. The total 
capped players are 119, un-
capped players are 282 and 
4 from associate nations,” 
added the statement.

Some of the players set to go 
under the hammer include: 
Mayank Agarwal (India), 
Harry Brook (England), Joe 
Root (England), Rilee Ros-
souw (South Africa), Camer-
on Green (Australia), Sikan-
dar Raza (Zimbabwe), Ben 
Stokes (England), Ajinkya 
Rahane (India), Travis Head 
(Australia), Nicholas Pooran 
(West Indies), Mujeeb Rah-
man (Afghanistan), Dawid 
Malan (England), Dasun 
Shanaka (Sri Lanka), Paul 
Stirling (Ireland), Shai Hope 
(West Indies), Daryl Mitch-
ell (New Zealand), Rassie van 
der Dussen (South Africa), 
Tom Latham (New Zealand), 
Jason Roy (England), Karthik 
Meiyappan (UAE), Harry 
Tector (Ireland), Reeza Hen-
dricks (South Africa), Bless-
ing Muzarbani (Zimbabwe).

A maximum of 87 slots are 
now available with up to 30 
being overseas players.

INR 2 crore is the highest 
reserve price with 19 over-
seas players choosing to be 
slotted in the highest bracket.

Eleven players are in the 
auction list with a base price 
of INR 1.5 crore. Manish Pan-
dey and Mayank Agarwal 
are the two Indian players in 
the list of 20 cricketers with a 
base price of INR one crore.

The auction will start at 
14:30 IST.

Here is how IPL squads 
stand ahead of the auction:

Players released: Kieron 
Pollard, Anmolpreet 
Singh, Aryan Juy-
al, Basil Thampi, 
Daniel Sams, 
Fabian Allen, 
Jaydev Unadkat, 
Mayank Mar-
kande, Murugan 
Ashwin, Rahul 
Buddhi, Riley 
Meredith, San-
jay Yadav, Ty-
mal Mills

Players ac-
qu i r e d  v i a 
trades: Jason 
Behrendorff

P u r s e  r e -
maining: INR 
20.55 crore

Overseas slots re-
maining: 3

Current squad: Rohit 
Sharma (capt), Tim David, 
Ramandeep Singh, Tilak 
Varma, Suryakumar Ya-
dav, Ishan Kishan, Tristan 
Stubbs, Dewald Brevis, Jo-
fra Archer, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Arjun Tendulkar, Arshad 
Khan, Kumar Kartikeya, 
Hrithik Shokeen, Jason Beh-
rendorff, Akash Madhwal.

Players released: Dwayne 
B r avo,  Rob i n  Ut h ap -
pa, Adam Milne, Hari 
Nishaanth, Chris Jordan, 
Bhagath Varma, KM Asif, 
Narayan Jagadeesan.

Purse remaining: INR 
20.45 crore

Overseas slots remaining: 2
Current squad: MS Dhoni 

(capt), Devon Conway, Ru-
turaj Gaikwad, Ambati Ra-
yudu, Subhranshu Senapati, 
Moeen Ali, Shivam Dube, 
Rajvardhan Hangargekar, 
Dwaine Pretorius, Mitchell 
Santner, Ravindra Jadeja, 

Tushar Deshpande, Muke-
sh Chowdhary, Matheesha 
Pathi

Players released: Mayank 
Agarwal, Odean Smith, 
Vaibhav Arora, Benny How-
ell, Ishan Porel, Ansh Patel, 
Prerak Mankad, Sandeep 
Sharma, Writtick Chatterjee

Purse remaining: INR 32.2 
crore

Overseas slots remaining: 3
Current squad: Shikhar 

Dhawan (capt), Shahrukh 
Khan, Jonny Bairstow, Prab-
hsimran Singh, Bhanuka 
Rajapaksa, Jitesh Sharma, 
Raj Bawa, Rishi Dhawan, 
Liam Livingstone, Atharva 
Taide, Arshdeep Singh, 
Baltej Singh, Nathan Ellis, 
Kagiso Rabada, Rahul Cha-
har, Harpreet Brar.

Players released: Rah-
manullah Gurbaz, Lockie 
Ferguson, Dominic Drakes, 
Gurkeerat Singh, Jason Roy, 
Varun Aaron

Purse remaining: INR 19.25
Overseas slots remaining 

- 3
Current squad: Hardik 

Pandya (capt), Shubman 
Gill, David Miller, Abhinav 
Manohar, Sai Sudharsan, 
Wriddhiman Saha, Mat-
thew Wade, Rashid Khan, 
Rahul Tewatia, Vijay Shan-
kar, Mohammed Shami, 
Alzarri Joseph, Yash Dayal, 

Pradeep Sangwan, Darshan 
Nalkande, Jayant Yadav, R 
Sai Kishore, Noor Ahmad.

Players Released: Kane 
Wil l iamson,  Nicholas 
Pooran, Jagadeesha Suchith, 
Priyam Garg, Ravikumar 
Samarth, Romario Shep-
herd, Saurabh Dubey, Sean 
Abbott, Shashank Singh, 
Shreyas Gopal, Sushant 
Mishra, Vishnu Vinod.

Purse remaining: INR 
42.25 crore

Overseas slots remain-
ing: 4

Current squad: Ab-
dul Samad, Aiden 

Markram, Rahul Tripa-
thi, Glenn Phillips, Ab-
hishek Sharma, Marco 
Jansen, Washington 
Sundar, Fazalhaq Fa-
rooqi, Kartik Tyagi, 
Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, T Natarajan, 
Umran Malik.

Players released: 
Jason Behrendorff, Aneesh-
war Gautam, Chama Milind, 
Luvnith Sisodia, Sherfane 
Rutherford

Purse remaining: INR 8.75 
crore

Overseas slots remaining: 2
Current squad: Faf du Ples-

sis (capt), Virat Kohli, Suyash 
Prabhudessai, Rajat Patidar, 
Dinesh Karthik, Anuj Rawat, 
Finn Allen, Glenn Maxwell, 
Wanindu Hasaranga, Shah-
baz Ahmed, Harshal Patel, 
David Willey, Karn Sharma, 
Mahipal Lomror, Moham-
med Siraj, Josh Hazlewood, 
Siddarth Kaul, Akash Deep.

Players released: Anunay 
Singh, Corbin Bosch, Daryl 
Mitchell, James Neesham, 
Karun Nair, Nathan Coulter-
Nile, Rassie van der Dussen, 
Shubham Garhwal, Tejas 
Baroka

Purse remaining: INR 13.2 
crore

Overseas slots remaining: 4
Current squad: Sanju Sam-

son (C), Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
Shimron Hetmyer, Devdutt 
Padikkal, Jos Buttler, Dhruv 
Jurel, Riyan Parag, Prasidh 
Krishna, Trent Boult, Obed 
McCoy, Navdeep Saini, Kul-
deep Sen, Kuldip Yadav, R 
Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
KC Cariappa.

Players released: Shardul 
Thakur, Tim Seifert, Ash-
win Hebbar, Srikar Bharat, 
Mandeep Singh

Players acquired via trades: 
Aman Khan

Purse remaining: INR 19.45 
crore

Overseas slots remaining 2
Current squad: Rishabh 

Pant (capt), David Warner, 
Prithvi Shaw, Ripal Patel, 
Rovman Powell, Sarfaraz 
Khan, Yash Dhull, Mitchell 
Marsh, Lalit Yadav, Axar 
Patel, Anrich Nortje, Chetan 
Sakariya, Kamlesh Nagar-
koti, Khaleel Ahmed, Lungi 
Ngidi, Mustafizur Rahman, 
Aman Khan, Kuldeep Ya-
dav, Praveen Dubey, Vicky 
Ostwal.

Players released: Andrew 
Tye, Ankit Rajpoot, Dush-
mantha Chameera, Evin 
Lewis, Jason Holder , Man-
ish Pandey, Shahbaz Nadeem

Purse remaining: INR 23.35 
crore

Overseas slots remaining: 4
Current squad: KL Ra-

hul (capt), Ayush Badoni, 
Karan Sharma, Manan 
Vohra, Quinton de Kock, 
Marcus Stoinis, Krishnappa 
Gowtham, Deepak Hooda, 
Kyle Mayers, Krunal Pandya, 
Avesh Khan, Mohsin Khan, 
Mark Wood, Mayank Yadav, 
Ravi Bishnoi.

Players released: Pat Cum-
mins, Sam Billings, Aman 
Khan, Shivam Mavi, Mo-
hammad Nabi, Chamika 
Karunaratne, Aaron Finch, 
Alex Hales, Abhijeet Tomar, 
Ajinkya Rahane, Ashok Shar-
ma, Baba Indrajith, Pratham 
Singh, Ramesh Kumar, Rasikh 
Salam, Sheldon Jackson. 

IPL
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273 INDIAN, 132 OVERSEAS PLAYERS 
SET TO  PARTICIPATE IN AUCTION

HOCKEY WORLD CUP

EXCITEMENT, ANTICIPATION REACHES 
A NEW LEVEL: HARMANPREET SINGH
With just one month re-
maining for the FIH Odi-
sha Hockey Men’s World 
Cup 2023 Bhubaneswar - 
Rourkela, the Indian Men’s 
Hockey team are going all 
out in their preparations for 
the prestigious quadrennial 
tournament which is sched-
uled to take place from 13 to 
29 January, 2023.

Harmanreet Singh, who 
recently led the team dur-
ing the Australia tour high-
lighted that the five-match 
series against the world 
No.1 side has given the team 
insights into the areas that 
need improvement ahead of 
the World Cup. “The Austra-
lia tour was a great learning 
experience for us. We could 
only register one win out of 
five, but I would say we put 
up a solid fight against a very 
strong team in their home. If 
you see, all the games were 
closely fought. We have got 
the insights into the areas that 
we need to further improve 
upon ahead of the FIH Odi-
sha Hockey Men’s World Cup 

2023 Bhubaneswar - Rourke-
la,” Harmanreet stated in an 
official statement released by 
Hockey India.

Speaking about the team’s 
plans, Harmanpreet said, 
“The next month is going 
to be vital for us. We got a 
mini-break after the Austra-
lia tour, we are refreshed now 
and raring to go once again. 
We have a specialised drag 
flick and goalkeeping camp 
starting tomorrow and we are 
looking forward to soak up 
the knowledge and expertise 
from legends Bram Lomans 
and Dennis Van De Pol. The 
time we spend with them over 
the next week will definitely 

help in our preparations.”
The Indian Men’s Hockey 

Team are placed in Pool D 
alongside England, Spain, 
and Wales. They will kick-
start their campaign against 
Spain on the opening day of 
the tournament at the newly-
built Birsa Munda Hockey 
Stadium in Rourkela. “There 
is a lot of excitement and an-
ticipation among players in 
the camp. With the team for 
the World Cup yet to be se-
lected, everyone is very up-
beat and there is healthy com-
petition within the group as 
every player has gained good 
international exposure,” he 
added.

Indian Men’s Hockey Team
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PAK VS ENG 

ICC rates Rawalpindi pitch 
as ‘below average’, venue 
receives demerit point

International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) on Tuesday rated 
the Rawalpindi pitch on 
which the first Test between 
Pakistan and England was 
played as ‘below average.’

Due to this rating, the ven-
ue has received one demerit 
point under the ICC Pitch 
and Outfield Monitoring 
Process. This is the second 
demerit point for the venue 
after the pitch used for the 
first Test between Pakistan 
and Australia in March 
this year was also rated  
as “below average.”

“Andy Pycroft of the 
Emirates ICC Elite Panel of 
Match Referees has rated 
the Rawalpindi Cricket Sta-
dium pitch that was used 
for the first match of the ICC 
World Test Championship 
series between Pakistan 
and England as “below av-
erage” and the venue has 
received one demerit point 
under the ICC Pitch and 
Outfield Monitoring Pro-
cess,” Andy Pycroft of the 
Emirates ICC Elite Panel of 
Match Referees stated in an  
official statement.

While a host of batting 

records were shattered dur-
ing the opening Test of the 
series that England man-
aged to win by 74 runs, the 
pitch used in Rawalpindi 
came under fire for provid-
ing bowlers with very little 
assistance throughout the 
five-day contest.

“It was a very flat pitch 
which gave almost no assis-
tance to any type of bowler. 
That was the main reason 
why batters scored very fast 
and both sides posted huge 
totals. The pitch hardly de-
teriorated during the course 
of the match. Since there was 
very little in it for the bowlers, 
I found the pitch to be “be-
low average” as per the ICC  

guidelines,” Pycroft said.
Pycroft’s report has been 

forwarded to the Pakistan 
Cricket Board.

According to the ICC Pitch 
and Outfield Monitoring 
Process, that means the 
location has now accrued 
two demerit points from 
back-to-back Tests and faces 
the possibility of having its 
right to hold international 
cricket matches suspend-
ed if additional demerit  
points are dropped.

When a venue reaches five 
demerit points, it is barred 
from hosting any interna-
tional cricket for a year. De-
merit points are active for a 
rolling five-year period. 
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Pakistan vs England

TOUR OF INDIA

‘Warner firmly in our 
thoughts for India’

The veteran left-hander 
David Warner is still 
very much in the run 
for the upcoming tour of 
India, according to Aus-
tralia head coach An-
drew McDonald, despite 
his dismal performance  
in the format.

According to head coach 
Andrew McDonald, strug-
gling opener Warner has 
“not hinted” at a probable 
retirement from the Test 
format. “We’ll see what 
happens in the next three 
Test matches. But at this 
stage, he’s firmly in our 
thoughts for India. We’ve 
seen the more times you 
tour certain areas of the 
world, the better you get at 
it,” McDonald was quoted 
as saying by ESPNcricinfo.

Warner had already 
stated that he would stop 
playing the longest format 
after another 12 months. 
His expertise is crucial for 
Australia’s trip to India 

early the following year, 
though.

“He’s eager to continue 
on at this stage. He has not 
hinted [at] anything else. 
His appetite for the work - 
in and around training - is 
still there. He’s busy at the 
crease, and you’ve seen 
signs that he is going well. 
He’s just found different 
ways to get out, and some-
times that can happen. 
We are building towards 
a World Test Champion-
ship [final], and he wants 
to be part of that. So that’s 
a clear focus for us, and 
we’ve got South Africa as 
a part of that. And then on 
to India,” McDonald said.

Warner missed out on 
each opportunity, scor-
ing just 102 runs at an 
average of 25.50, while 
Australia’s other top-
order batsmen feasted 
on a lifeless West Indies 
bowling attack during the 
series. Australia declared 
each of their four innings 
during convincing wins  
in Perth and Adelaide.
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SEMI-FINAL CLASH

‘I don’t get angry at anyone in 
an emotional state of mind’

Croatia boss Dalic Zlatko 
had expected the semi-
final against Argentina to 
be a more peaceful affair 
than the South American 
country’s match against 
the Netherlands as the 
stakes were high for both 
the teams.

By defeating tournament 
favourites Brazil on penal-
ties, Croatia stunned many 
people and set up a clash 
with Lionel Messi’s Ar-
gentina. The Netherlands 

were defeated by Lionel 
Scaloni’s team on penal-
ties following a tense 2-2 
draw in which a record-
breaking 18 yellow cards 
were shown. According 
to Dalic. “I don’t get angry 
at anyone in an emotional 
state of mind. Argentina 
against Netherlands was 
also quite feisty and diffi-
cult with many non-football-
related behaviours. I really 
hope this will not be the case 
tomorrow,” speaking in a 
pre-match press conference,  
Dalic said.

With the two sides meet-
ing in the group stages of the 
2018 tournament, this fixture 
has a history of temper tan-
trums. Then-Argentina man-
ager Jorge Sampaoli refused 
to shake Dalic’s hand after 
the final whistle as Croatia 
won the game 3-0 to advance 
 to the final.

The 56-year-old was asked 
about that, too, and said: 
“I understand the actors 
involved and the expecta-
tions were high back then 
[in 2018]. It happens and we 
shall not hold any grudges.”

QUARTERFINAL LOSS

Southgate uncertain of his role 
after England’s exit from WC

England manager Gareth 
Southgate is uncertain 
about his future with the 
English football team fol-
lowing the team’s quarter-
final exit from the FIFA 
World Cup.

England were eliminated 
from the World Cup on 
Saturday by France, and 
Southgate has hinted he 
needs time and space to 
make the best decision pos-
sible going forward. “These 
tournaments take a lot out 
of you, and I need time to re-
flect. We’ve done that after 
every tournament and that’s 
the right thing to do. “I don’t 
want to be four, five months 
down the line thinking I’ve 
made the wrong call. It’s too 
important for everybody 
to get that wrong,” said 
Southgate as quoted by Sky 
Sports.

The English football boss 
has never concealed his de-
sire to return to club man-
agement and has expressed 

his yearning to join a big 
Champions League club in 
either England or Europe 
if he were to leave the head 
coach’s post.

The FA and England play-
ers want Southgate to stay 
at least until the 2024 Eu-
ropean Championships in 
Germany. Southgate signed 
a two-year contract exten-
sion last year that would 
end after Euro 2024.

Southgate guided Eng-
land to their first World 

Cup semi-final in 28 years 
in Russia in 2018, losing in 
extra time to Croatia, be-
fore losing on penalties to 
Italy in the Euro 2020 fi-
nal in the summer of 2021. 
The English team had won 
two of its three matches in 
the group stage of the FIFA 
World Cup. It thumped Iran 
6-2 in their campaign open-
er while playing a goalless 
draw against the USA and 
defeated Wales 3-0 in their 
 final group match.

France will lock horns 
with Morocco in the 
second semifinal of 

the FIFA World Cup on 
Thursday. France goes as 
the favourites to repeat 
their place in the final 
from 2018, when they also  
won the title.

The French also reached 
the final of the 2016 Euro-
pean Championship, where 
they ended up as runners-
up, so Didier Deschamps’s 
men have the semifinal 
experience they need to go 
into Wednesday’s match at 
Al Bayt with confidence.

Not only do the French 
have a great record in 
the semifinals, but this 
World Cup has seen four 
players set records to 
highlight the challenge  
they pose to rivals.

The first of those is strik-
er Olivier Giroud: The AC 
Milan forward, who is a 
clear candidate for this 
year’s Golden Boot, scored 

twice against Australia 
to go level with Thierry 
Henry’s record of 51 goals 
for France. He then broke 
the record with the open-
ing goal against Poland 
and extended it to 53, with 
the winner against England 

last Saturday.
Kylian Mbappe has also 

broken a record at this 
World Cup, with the two 
wonderful goals he net-
ted against Poland tak-
ing him to nine goals in 
World Cups. That makes 

him the first 24-year-old 
to reach that total, passing 
the great Pele’s seven goals  
by that age.

What is frightening is 
that Mbappe also has 
more goals in World 
Cups at 24 years old than 

Cristiano Ronaldo in his 
 entire career.

Emphasising the threat 
the French attack poses in 
this World Cup, Antoine 
Griezmann’s two assists 
against England take his 
total to 28 for the French 
national team -- beating 
Henry’s record of 27, al-
though the fact Mbappe 
already has 18 assists hints 
that one day that record will 
be his, reports Xinhua.

And finally, goalkeeper 
Hugo Lloris was one of 
France’s heroes against 
England, with a series of 
fine saves and also winning 
the mental battle against 
Harry Kane in England’s 
second penalty.

Lloris did that in his 
143rd appearance for his 
country, overtaking Lil-
ian Thuram’s record of 143 
caps for France. Not bad 
for the keeper, some are 
considered to be the weak 
link and another record 
breaker for a team that 
aims to be the first to win  
consecutive World Cups.
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FRANCE SET FOR EXCITING 
SEMI-FINAL CLASH WITH MOROCCO
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France will lock horns with Morocco in the second semifinal on Thursday.

England manager Gareth Southgate 

INAUGURAL EVENT
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U19 Women’s cricket team.

WORLD CUP EXIT

PAIN, UNCERTAINTY AND CONSTANT WORK: 
CRISTIANO RONALDO POSTS CRYPTIC STORY 
Two days after Portugal’s 
shocking exit from the on-
going FIFA World Cup 2022, 
team captain Cristiano Ron-
aldo has posted yet another 
cryptic message on his Ins-
tagram account.

The 37-year-old star player 
shared a photo with the text, 
“Pain, uncertainty and con-
stant work” on the social 
media platform. Ronaldo’s 
chance to win a World Cup 
title at the FIFA World Cup 
2022 may have been his last.

During Portugal’s Round 
of 16 match against Swit-
zerland, Ronaldo was sud-
denly benched, but the team 
didn’t live to regret it after a 
resounding 6-1 victory. 

He was also not part of the 

starting lineup in quar-
terfinal match against 
Morocco and despite 
coming back into the 
game six minutes 
into the second 
half, he had 
no effect on 
the outcome 
of the match. 
The Moroccan 
defence stifled 
him and his team-
mates. Ronaldo en-
tered the game in 
the 51st 
minute 
for  his 
196th Portugal ap-
pearance. Morocco was 
so dominant that it only let 
Portugal have three shots 
on goal.

A day after the heartbreak-

ing loss, Ronaldo opened up 
on Instagram for the first 
time on Sunday. He praised 
Qatar, the World Cup host 

nation, and Portugal 
and stated the dream 
was enjoyable while 
it lasted.

“Winning a World 
Cup for Portugal was 

the biggest and most am-
bitious dream of my ca-
reer. Fortunately, I won 
many titles of interna-
tional dimension, in-
cluding for Portugal, 
but putting the name 
of our country on the 
highest level in the 

world was my big-
gest dream,” 

Ron- aldo cap-
tioned the post.

“I fought for it. I 

fought hard for this dream. In 
the 5 presences that I scored 
in World Cups over 16 years, 
always alongside great play-
ers and supported by millions 
of Portuguese people, I gave 
my all. I left everything on the 
field. I never turned my face 
to the fight and I never gave 
up on that dream. 

Unfortunately, yesterday 
the dream ended. It is not 
worth reacting hot. I just 
want everyone to know that 
much has been said, much 
has been written, much has 
been speculated, but my 
dedication to Portugal has 
not changed for an instant. I 
was always one more person 
fighting for everyone’s goal 
and I would never turn my 
back on my teammates and 
my country,” he had said.
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Team Croatia
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APPRECIATION

IT’S MBAPPE VS ATLAS LIONS

MAN UNITED MANAGER WANTS HARRY MAGUIRE TO REPEAT 
ENGLAND FORM AT CLUB

Harry Maguire’s World 
Cup performance was 
praised by Manchester 
United boss Erik ten Hag 
who challenged him to 
carry that success back to 
the team when the Premier 
League resumes.

Even though Maguire, 29, 
lost his first-team spot at 
United in August, he start-
ed every game for England 
in Qatar, where they were 
defeated by France in the 
quarterfinals. “It’s clear he 
is good enough to play at 
the highest level. He had 
a period in Manchester 
where he performed badly 
and then, of course, there 
are difficulties. For Eng-
land, he has good games al-
most all the time,” ten Hag 
stated as quoted by ESPN 
at United’s training camp 
in Spain.

Maguire has been in top 
form for the national team 
in spite of the team’s exit 
from the World Cup.

“We want him to bring 
that back to Manchester 
with him so he can bring 
it on the pitch for United. I 
think he had a really good 
World Cup. He was re-
ally consistent. When he is 

playing with his confidence 
like now, he is a massively 
important player for us and 
that is what everyone ex-
pects,” he added.

Manchester United re-
turn to action on Decem-

ber 21 with a home League 
Cup tie against Burnley 
before hosting Notting-
ham Forest in the league on 
 December 27.

Manchester United man-
ager Erik ten Hag earlier 
stated that Marcus Rash-
ford is second to none and 
only French forward Kylian 
Mbappe is close to matching 
his skills.

Rashford has had a much 
better season for Manches-
ter United, already match-
ing his goal total from last 
season in 11 fewer appear-
ances and scoring three 
goals for England at the 
World Cup.

“From the first moment, 
I recognised the huge po-
tential. And now to get out 
the potential, I believe when 
Marcus’ positioning is on 
the back of the defending 
line, there is almost no better 
player in the world. There is 
Mbappe at this moment, a 
type like him, but when he 
[Rashford] is getting in that 
position, he’s great and you 
see he’s really improved also 

out of possession,” Ten Hag 
told the club’s official web-
site as quoted by ESPN.

The English player has 
made 322 appearances for 
Manchester United since 
his standout 2015-16 season, 
scoring 101 goals and assist-
ing 60 others.

Rashford’s contract expires 
in the summer, but United 
have the option to extend it 
for another year. Ten Hag 
stated that the club will try 
to renew the clause and that 
the choice to extend the con-
tract is entirely up to him. 
“He [Rashford] has to make 
a decision. The only thing 
we can do is show him this 
is the best club to be in, 
which has to do with the 
culture of the club and also 
in the way we are working, 
in the way we play and the 
way we train and if we are 
offering the right environ-
ment to progress. It’s a fi-
nancial issue as well. Then 
it is up to him to make the 
decision. But for one-and-
a-half years, he will be 
 here,” he added. 
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Australia named a 15-player 
squad for the next month’s 
ICC U19 Women’s T20 
World Cup in South Africa.

A handful of talented 
Australians, who recently 
finished their Under 19 na-
tional championships in 
Perth, have been selected 
to compete in the inaugural 
Under 19 event next month. 

Former international 
quick Sarah Aley will be 
supported by assistants 
Erin Osborne and Dulip 
Samaraweera in a strong 
coaching department for 
the tournament, which will 
take place from January 14 
to 29. Australia picked 

an experienced 15-player 
squad for the competition 
on Tuesday.

Up to eight members of the 
Australian team have played 
domestic cricket before, and 
it is anticipated that impor-

tant batter Claire Moore and 
spinners Ella Hayward and 
Amy Smith would be able to 
carry over their strong state 
performances to the South 
African competition.

“The Under 19 World Cup 

provides players with an 
exceptional development 
opportunity, and we look 
forward to watching our 
team on the world stage. 
Our squad has several 
players who have experi-
enced professional cricket 
environments, but the final 
selection for the World Cup 
was based on overall perfor-
mances across a variety of 
competitions. Inevitably, 
there were difficult selec-
tion decisions, but we will 
continue to support and 
monitor the development of 
all players in our pathway 
systems,” Cricket Austra-
lia’s Head of Women’s Per-
formance Shawn Flegler 
said in an official statement.

Australia announce squad for 
U19 Women’s T20 World Cup


