
GOVT PRESSES ALERT BUTTON, 
SAYS COVID IS NOT OVER YET

TIME TO BE CAUTIOUS 

SECURITY MEASURES 

Health Ministry to 
Rahul: ‘Follow Covid 
protocol or postpone 
yatra’, Congress fumes 

IAF deployment along 
China border for 
specialist operations 

Union Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya has written 
a letter to Congress MP Ra-
hul Gandhi and Rajasthan 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot 
asking to follow the Covid-19 
guidelines strictly during 
the party’s Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
“Follow the Covid guide-
lines strictly during Bharat 
Jodo Yatra which is going on 
in Rajasthan. Use of masks-
sanitiser should be imple-
mented. Only vaccinated 
people should participate,” 
the Health Minister said in 
the letter written on Tuesday.

Mandaviya has also re-
quested to postpone the foot 
march if the following proto-
col is not possible. 
“If following Covid proto-
col is not possible then the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra be post-
poned in the national inter-

est, taking note of the public 
health emergency,” the letter 
further stated.  The Yatra ob-
served its last day in Rajast-
han on Tuesday and entered 
Haryana Wednesday.

The letter has opened up a 
political slugfest antagoniz-
ing Congress in a big way. 
The immediate sharp reac-
tion came from Congress 
slamming the Central gov-
ernment for deliberately tar-
geting the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
over Covid-19 concerns. The 
Congress pointed out that 
BJP has taken out marches 
in Rajasthan and Karnataka 
while asserting that public 
health is a far too serious is-
sue to play party politics on. 
“Parliament is meeting nor-
mally. Masks are no longer 
compulsory anywhere in-
cluding on flights. BJP has 
taken out yatras in 

HARDIK PANDYA 
LIKELY TO BE 
INDIA’S NEXT 
WHITE-BALL 
CAPTAIN
MUMBAI: Star Indian all-
rounder Hardik Pandya 
could become India’s 
next captain in ODIs and 
T20Is, as per sources. 
The sources told ANI that 
the plan to make Pandya 
the next white-ball skip-
per has been discussed 
with the all-rounder. “We 
have this plan and we 
discussed it with Hardik. 
He has asked for some 
days for a response. No 
decision has been taken 
in this regard but we are 
currently in the thought 
process to give him the 
white-ball captaincy, let 
us see how things go 
further,” a source told 
news agency. 

DELHI MAYOR, DY 
MAYOR ELECTION 
ON 6 JANUARY
NEW DELHI: The first 
meeting of the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi for 
the election of the Mayor 
and Deputy Mayor of the 
MCD is scheduled on 
6 January, 2023, stated 
an official notification. 

“The first meeting of the 
Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi has to be 
held at 11-00 A.M. on 
Friday, 6 January 2023, 
at the Aruna Asaf Ali 
Sabhaghar, ‘A’ Block 4 
Floor, Dr S.P. Mukherjee 
Civic Centre, New Delhi. 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor 
have to be elected in this 
meeting,” read the noti-
fication. According to the 
notification, the last date 
for filing nominations is 
27 December, 2022. 

WOMAN NAXAL 
CARRYING 
BOUNTY OF 
RS 1 LAKH 
SURRENDERS 
DANTEWADA: A woman 
Naxal who was carrying 
a reward of Rs 1 lakh on 
her head has surren-
dered to the police in 
Chhattisgarh’s Dantewa-
da district, an official 
said on Wednesday. The 
woman Naxal, Kumari 
Hemla was associated 
with the Naxalite organ-
isation since 2014. She 
joined as a CNM (Chetna 
Natya Mandali) member 
in 2014 and has been 
Mritul LOS (Local Orga-
nization Squad) member 
from 2016 to 2019. She 
was working as President 
of DAKMS (Dandakaran-
ya Adivasi Kisan Majdoor 
Sangh) from 2019 till now. 
Additional Superinten-
dent of Police (ASP) R K 
Barman said, “She was 
involved in many major 
incidents such as the 
Bijapur incident in 2017 
and the Mirtur Timneer 
forest incident in 2018 
in which eight Naxalites 
were killed.”

TOP OF THE DAY

Having proven their mettle 
in the counter-terrorism op-
erations in the Kashmir val-
ley and air base security, the 
Garud Special Forces of the 
Indian Air Force have been 
deployed in high-altitude po-
sitions along the China bor-
der for specialist operations 
on the Line of Actual Control 
since May 2020. 

Using their Special Forces 
in these operations, the 
Indian Air Force has also 

equipped them with the lat-
est weapons like the Ameri-
can Sig Sauer assault rifles 
along with the latest AK-103 
whose latest version AK-203 
would be produced in the 
country under the Make in 
India scheme. “The Garud 
Special Forces are deployed 
in the frontline areas along 
the China border from East-
ern Ladakh to Sikkim and 
Arunachal Pradesh where 
they would be carrying out 
specialist operations in case
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INDIA-CHINA BORDER CLASH 

HIGH CHAOS 

STRONG RESOLVE 

DIGNITY 

LOGJAM IN PARLIAMENT 
CONTINUES, SONIA SAYS 
NEED TO KNOW THE REALITY 

DENSE FOG ENGULFS LARGE 
PARTS OF NORTH INDIA

Criminals will be behind bars no matter 
how big they are: Amit Shah 

‘Not your servant’: IndiGo crew in a 
verbal spat with passenger on-board

The Opposition on Wednesday remained adamant on a full-
fledged discussion on India-China clash on 9 December in 
Parliament. The demand for a discussion further got a mo-
mentum with former Congress President Sonia Gandhi criti-
cising the government saying its stubbornness for not having 
a discussion. “The public and the House are unable to know 
the real situation,” she said. 

As Opposition leaders including Sonia held a protest in 
front of the Gandhi statue inside the Parliament premises, 
demanding a discussion, the government stoutly defended 
its stand. Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi took 
a dig at Congress and Sonia Gandhi by terming them “Nakli 
Congress” and “Nakli Gandhi”.  
“It’s good that ‘Nakli Gandhi’ and ‘Nakli

Large parts of North India 
were covered with dense 
fog on Wednesday morning 
leading to major delays in 
train and flight movements. 
Visibility in Amritsar (Pun-
jab), Hisar (Haryana), Sri 
Ganganagar (Rajasthan), 
Pantnagar (Uttarakhand), 
besides in Uttar Pradesh’s 

Bareilly, Bahraich, and Go-
rakhpur was recorded at 
25 meters around 8.30 am 
as per India Meteorological 
Department. 

At the same time, vis-
ibility in Punjab’s Ludhiana, 
Haryana’s Karnal, Churu 
(Rajasthan), Varanasi (Ut-
tar Pradesh), Bihar’s Patna 
and Purnea, and Tripura’s 
Agartala was at 50 meters. 

Meanwhile, in Haryana’s 
Ambala and Bhiwani, and 
Uttar Pradesh’s Lucknow 
and Fursatganj, the visibility 
was recorded at 200 meters. 
Visibility in Mandi (Him-
achal Pradesh), Chandigarh, 
Rohtak (Haryana), Safdar-
jung, Palam, Sultanpur, 
Gaya and Dhubri was 500 
meters. 

Emphasizing on Centre’s ze-
ro-tolerance policy on drug 
trafficking, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah told the 
Lok Sabha on Wednesday 
that the government has 
mapped the drug network 

across the States and the 
criminals will be behind the 
bar in the next two years. 

Shah on Wednesday was 
replying to the debate under 
rule 193 on the “Problem of 
drug abuse in the country 
and steps taken by the gov-
ernment” in Lok Sabha. The 

Minister said the central 
agencies have identified the 
routes of supply of drugs 
in 472 districts and a large 
amount of seizures have been 
made from these areas. 
“We have mapped the drug 
network across the states. No 
matter how big the criminal 

is, in the next two years there 
will be a situation that they 
will be behind bars,” Shah 
said. 

He said that the drug men-
ace is a serious problem 
which is destroying genera-
tions and the profits being 
made from drugs are utilised 

for terrorism as well. The 
Minister said that Narcotics 
Control Bureau (NCB) can 
conduct probes across the 
country. 
“NCB is ready to help each 
and every state if there’s a 
need to do an inter-state

After a video of a heated 
argument between a pas-
senger and an air hostess 
in Indigo’s Delhi-bound in-
ternational flight went viral 
on social media, the airline 
on Wednesday stated that it 
is ‘cognizant’ of the needs of 
its customers and that it was 
looking into the incident. 

In a viral video, the crew 
member could be seen tell-
ing a passenger who is not 
visible in the video not to 
shout. 
“You pointed a finger at 
me and you are yelling at 
me. My crew is crying be-
cause of you, please try to 
understand that there is a 
cart, there are counters up-
lifted. We can always serve 

what you want,” she could 
be heard saying in the video. 
The man is heard shouting, 

“Why are you yelling” and 
the crew member also gives 
a stern reply while saying, 

“Because you are yelling at 
us”.  “No, I am so sorry Sir. 
You cannot talk to the crew 
like that. I am peacefully 
listening to you with all due 
respect. But you have to re-

spect the crew as well,” she 
was heard saying in the 
video. 

The crew member said, “I 
am sorry, you cannot talk 
to me like that. I am also an 
employee here. Your board-
ing pass shows...Yes, I am 
an employee. I am not your 
servant.” 

IndiGo, after the video
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POLITICAL SLUGFEST 

For good health

Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya  
on Wednesday held a high-level meeting with 

his officials on Covid in New Delhi. 

 The Centre tightens its belt by strengthening surveillance 
 Govt suggests all, espeically senior citizens, to take precautionary dose 
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Un i o n  H e a l t h  
Minister Mansukh  
M a n d a v i y a  o n 

Wednesday chaired a review 
meeting of top health officials 
and experts on the Covid situ-
ation in the country and di-
rected officials to be alert and 
strengthen surveillance amid 
a surge in coronavirus cases 
globally. 

“Covid is not over yet. I have 
directed all concerned to be 
alert and strengthen sur-
veillance. We are prepared 
to manage any situation,” 
tweeted Union Health Minis-
ter after the meeting. Reports 
of the sudden rise in Covid 

cases in China, Japan, the 
US and Brazil among other 
countries have surfaced.  

Dr V.K. Paul, Member-
Health, NITI Aayog at the 
end of the Wednesday’s meet-
ing said: “Only 27-28 per cent 
of people have taken precau-
tion dose. We appeal to oth-
ers, especially senior citizens, 
to take precaution dose. Pre-
caution dose is mandated and 
guided to everyone.” 

He also urged people to use 
mask in crowded spaces, in-
doors or outdoors. “This is 
all the more important for 
people with comorbidities or 
are of higher age,” Paul said.

Union Health Secretary

MANOHAR KESARI
NEW DELHI

GOVT RESTARTS 
RANDOM 
SAMPLING AT 
AIRPORTS

Four cases of latest Covid variation 
reported in India in 6 months

As a precautionary mea-
sure the government has re-
started random sampling of 
international passengers at 
airports across the country 
for Covid from Wednesday. 
Sources told news agency, 
“Random sampling of inter-
national passengers for Co-
vid19 has started at airports 
in the country from today.” 
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India has in the past six months reported four cases of the 
BF.7 Omicron sub-variant, which is driving current surge of 
infections in China. Sources said BF.7 cases were reported in 
India in July, September and November and there are four 
cases so far and added that three cases were reported from 
Gujarat and one from Odisha. They said more cases have 
not been reported and the infection has not been found to be 
strong.  “There are currently ten different variants of Covid-19 
in the country, with the latest variant being BF.7. At present 
various variants of Omicron are spreading in the country and 
the Delta variant can still be seen in the country,” a source 
told news agency. 

A sudden surge in Covid-19 cases in the United States, Chi-
na, Brazil and South Korea has prompted the Union Health 
Ministry to review the pandemic situation
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FATEFUL 

Seven school students killed 
in Manipur in bus accident 

At least seven school stu-
dents were killed while over 
40 others were injured after 
the bus they were travelling 
in met with an accident in 
Noney district of Manipur 
on Wednesday morning, the 
police said. 

Officials said that the ac-

cident took place at Old 
Cachar road at around 
10.30 am. The victims were 
students of the Thambalnu 
Higher Secondary School 
located at Yairipok Top Ch-
ingtha area in Imphal East. 

“The students, teachers and 
school staff were on their 
way to Leimatak area
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SPINNERS SET 
TO DOMINATE AS 
INDIA HUNT FOR 
SERIES WIN 

10
UN CHIEF ‘DEEPLY 
ALARMED’ BY 
TALIBAN’S BAN

4
NIA CONDUCTS 
SEARCHES IN 
GANGSTER-TERROR 
NEXUS CASES

THURSDAY | 22 DECEMBER 2022 | VOL.1 ISSUE 186 | NEW DELHI | RS. 5.00



ExcisE Policy casE 

After the Enforcement Directorate named KCR’s daughter 
K Kavitha in the chargesheet in connection with the Delhi 
Excise Policy case, the BJP demanded the resignation of the 
Chief Minister to ensure “fair investigation”. 

ED mentioned K Kavitha in the Delhi Excise Policy charge 
sheet accusing her of holding a 65 per cent stake in a liquor 
company. BJP National General Secretary and Telangana 
State incharge, Tarun Chugh said, “In light of the ED’s 
chargesheet on K Kavitha, KCR must tender his resignation 
to facilitate fair investigation”. 

In a letter released by Chugh, he said that the BJP was 
making this point regarding Kavitha’s involvement in 
the alleged Delhi Liquor scam and “has been vindicated”. 
“The point that the BJP has been making that K.Kavitha, 
daughter of Telangana CM K Chandrashekhar Rao is in-
volved in the Delhi Liquor scam has been vindicated with 
the ED vividly defining her role in the Chargesheet that it 
filed yesterday,” he said. 

“The chargesheet gives all details right from scamsters 
meeting her in her residence in Hyderabad to her meetings 
with the culprits in Oberai Hotel New Delhi,” the BJP leader 
added.

BJP dEmands KcR’s REsignation 
aftER Ed chaRgEshEEt namEs 
his daughtER Kavitha
TDG NETWORK
Hyderabad

A special CBI court at Ghaziabad on Tuesday convicted nine 
policemen including the then police station house officer 
(SHO) in connection to a fake encounter case reported about 
16 years ago in Uttar Pradesh’s Etah. 

All the convicts including former SHO Pawan Singh, Pal 
Singh Thenwa, Rajendra Prasad, Sarnam Singh and Moh-
kam Singh were sentenced to life imprisonment. The court 
has also imposed a fine of Rs30,000 fine on each one of them. 
Whereas other accused Baldev Prasad, Sumer Singh, Ajay 
Kumar and Awadhesh Rawat were sentenced to 5 years of 
imprisonment and a fine of Rs11,000 each for deliberately 
destroying evidence under IPC Section 34. Further details 
are awaited. 

Rajaram, a carpenter from a resident of Sunehra village, was 
killed in the alleged encounter on 18 August, 2006. 

The accused policemen posted at Sidhpura police station 
had portrayed him as a dacoit and killed him in a fake en-
counter.

Rajaram’s wife Santosh Kumari, later moved to Allahabad 
High Court and demanded an inquiry into the alleged en-
counter of her husband. 

On 1 June, 2007, the High Court ordered a CBI inquiry 
into the matter. The CBI collected all the evidence and filed a 
charge sheet against all the accused policemen. 

The D-day is here 
again. Today, India’s 
prominent media 

house iTV network brings 
together the veritable who’s 
and who of Indian politics at 
the India News Manch 2022 
to reflect on the theme of ‘In-
dia Rising – Future Leader-
ship of a Superpower’.

India News Manch is the 
flagship annual conclave of 
the iTV Network that runs 
9 news channels, 5 news-
papers and host of digital 
platforms.

The annual conclave is 
being held at the Taj Palace 
Hotel here. The conclave 
will bring together the who’s 
who of Indian politics and 
will witness the presence of 
India’s biggest political lead-
ers and voices on one stage, 
from Union Cabinet minis-
ters, state cabinet ministers 
and members of parliament, 
chief ministers, party presi-
dents, general secretaries to 
spokespersons, to witness 
some of the most compel-
ling panel discussions and 
exclusive interviews.

As many as 40 prominent 
speakers and panelists will 
address the conclave. 

The main features of the 
conclave are: 

The conclave will be si-
mulcast live on India News 
and NewsX, the national 
channels of iTV network as 
well as the regional chan-
nels - India News Haryana, 

India News MP/Chhattis-
garh, India New Rajasthan, 
India News Gujarat, India 
News UP/Uttarakhand, 
India News Punjab and 
NE News in the North-East 
from 9:30 AM to 10:00 PM 
on December 22, 2022. This 
includes respective You-
Tube channels. 

The conclave will  be 
telecast on major OTT 

platforms - Dailyhunt, 
Zee5, MX Player, Shema-
rooMe, Watcho, Mzaalo, 
Jio TV, TataSky and PayTm 
livestreams.

Language will be in Hindi 
& English.

Special sections will be 
carried in the newspapers 
The Daily Guardian, The 
Sunday Guardian and Aaj 
Samaaj.

PREstigious conclavE

mEga show in thE caPital: itv nEtwoRK 
convEnEs ‘india nEws manch’ today
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The Rouse Avenue Court of 
Delhi on Wednesday grant-
ed bail to Former Mumbai 
Police Commissioner San-
jay Pandey in connection 
to the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) co-location 
and phone tapping case. 

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) had 
arrested him in Septem-
ber in connection to the 
case. Recently, Pandey was 
granted bail by the Delhi 
High Court in Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) case 
related to the NSE phone 
tapping case. Special Judge  
S u n e n a  S h a r m a  o n 
Wednesday said, “Consid-
ering the fact that the High 
Court has already granted 
bail to the accused/appli-
cant in the connected ED 
matter, which in the light 
of Section 45 PMLA em-
bodies far more stringent 
conditions for grant of bail, 
I find no reason to decline 
bail to the applicant in the 
present case. As already 
noted above, all the of-
fences other than predicate 
offences of the present FIR 
are bailable. In view there-
of, the accused is granted 
bail.”

The court also noted the 
observation made by the 

High Court regarding the 
lack of essential ingredients 
of the predicate offences 
and said, this court is in-
clined to grant bail to the 
accused/applicant even in 
the instant case. The mere 
fact that CBI was not a par-
ty to the bail application of 
the applicant moved before 
the High Court in said ED 
matter, cannot be a ground 
to urge this court to take a 
different view with regard 
to the predicate offences. 

“Undoubtedly, the obser-
vations contained in the 
aforementioned order are 
reflective of only the prima 
facie view taken by the 
High Court but, this court 
also at this stage is required 
to only take a prima facie 
view of the matter,” the 
court said. 

nsE co-location casE

Bail to Ex-mumBai PolicE 
chiEf sanJay PandEy

JusticE at last 

Nine policemen 
convicted in 
Etah’s fake 
encounter case

hooch tRagEdy

BiasnEss allEgEd 

Amid hooch row in Bihar, liquor bottles 
seized from JD(U) leader-owned house 

nitish daREs nhRc to PRoBE hooch tRagEdiEs in othER statEs

Amid the ongoing hooch tragedy 
row in dry state Bihar, the police 
have seized bottles of foreign and 
country-made liquor from a house 
owned by JD(U) leader Kameshwar 
Singh in the Madhaura Nagar area of 
Chhapra, the district where recently 

nearly 75 people died after allegedly 
consuming the spurious liquor. 

According to an official, a woman 
who has been staying as a tenant at 
the JDU leader’s house was taken 
into custody after the raid. “Saroj 
Mahto and his wife used to live in 
the said house as tenants,” the offi-
cial said. 

Police Station Inspector Rakesh 

Kumar Singh said that the action 
was taken based on the inputs they 
received. “On the basis of the in-
formation, when the raid was con-
ducted in the room, a tetra pack- 60 
pieces, two bottles of 750 ml English 
liquor along with a polythene pack 
of local liquor were recovered,” he 
said. 

The sources, however, said that the 

JDU leader does not live at the Mar-
haura residence. 

The JD(U) leader called it a “con-
spiracy” and demanded from the 
state government to conduct an 
investigation into the matter. “I de-
mand the state government to con-
duct an inquiry into the incident. It 
has been done to defame me and the 
state government,” he said.

Bihar chief minister Nitish Kumar on 
Wednesday questioned the National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 
probe into the Saran hooch tragedy. 
“NHRC should understand that pro-
hibition is enforced in Bihar with the 
sale, consumption and manufactur-
ing of liquor totally banned. No one 
has the right to violate prohibition 
and drink spurious liquor. The Con-
stitution is clear about it,” said Bihar 

CM during a media interaction in 
the state capital. Daring the NHRC 
to probe into reported hooch trag-
edies in other states, Nitish added, 
“I want to ask in which part of the 
country people are not dying due to 
drinking alcohol? Hadn’t this hap-
pened before, didn’t people die due 
to poisonous liquor? Why an NHRC 
team is probing only in Bihar? If the 
NHRC has sent a team to Saran to 
inquire into the incident, it should 
send teams to other states also.” 
Taking a jab at Bhartiya Janta Party 

(BJP), Kumar said, “BJP people never 
said anything about the other state’s 
reported hooch tragedy. Earlier they 
were not having any problem and 
now suddenly they want a probe 
into the incident. I have said this 
earlier also and now again saying 
this, please don’t do all this business. 
We have always made people aware 
through social reform campaigns.” 
With the death toll rising to 72, a team 
of the National Human Rights Com-
mission (NHRC) on Tuesday arrived 
at Chhapra Sadar Hospital in Bihar 

to probe the hooch tragedy where 
they obtained the necessary infor-
mation from Sadar Hospital’s CS Dr 
Sagar Dulal Sinha, DS Dr SD Singh 
and Bhasa’s Secretary Dr KM Dubey. 
When the members of the commis-
sion came out of the office after the 
inquiry, they did not give any an-
swer to the questions of the journal-
ists and hurriedly left in their car. 
CS of Sadar Hospital said, “The 
team of the commission obtained 
complete information about the 
number of death and post-mortem.” 
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KEy spEaKERs 
J.P NaDDa, National president, bjp 

MaNsuKh MaNDaviya,  
Union Minister of Health and  
Family welfare of india

GaJENDRa siNGh shEKhaWaT,  
Union Minister of jalshakti

aNuRaG ThaKuR, Minister for i&b  
and youth affairs & Sports

DR JiTENDRa siNGh,  
Union Minister of earth Sciences

JyOTiRaDiTya sciNDia, Union 
Minister for Civil aviation & Steel

haRDEEP siNGh PuRi, Union Minister for 
Housing & Urban affairs

PRalhaD JOshi, Union Minister of 
parliamentary affairs of india

NaRayaN RaNE, Union Minister 
of Micro, Small and Medium 
enterprises

BhuPENDER yaDav, Union Minister for 
environment, Forest & Climate Change 
and labour & employment

Piyush GOyal, Union Minister of 
Commerce & industry, Consumer 
affairs & Food & public distribution and 
textiles, goi

hD DEvE GOWDa,  
Former prime Minister of india

BhaGWaNT MaNN,  
Chief Minister of punjab

DR. TaMilisai sOuNDaRaRaJaN, 
governor of telangana  & lieutenant 
governor puducherry

BasavaRaJ BOMMai,  
Chief Minister of Karnataka

saNJEEv saNyal, writer, economist aMiTaB KaNT, g20 Sherpa, india, 
Former Ceo – Niti aayog

MaNish sisODia,  
deputy Chief Minister of delhi

PRahlaD siNGh PaTEl, Minister of State 
for Food processing industries of india

PushKaR siNGh DhaMi,  
Chief Minister of Uttarakhand sushil MODi, bjp Mp

PRiyaNKa chaTuRvEDi, Shivsena Mp NasEER hussaiN, Congress Mp RaGhav chaDDha, aap Mp
saNJay siNGh , aap Mp vivEK ThaNKa, Congress Mp RaviKishaN, bjp Mp

MaNOJ TiWaRi, bjp Mp DiNEsh lal yaDav, bjp Mp RaM MaDhav, rSS National 
executive Member

MaNish TEWaRi, Former Union  
Minister and Congress Mp RaNJiTa RaNJaN, Congress Mp aPaRaJiTa saRaNGi, bjp Mp

sushMiTa DEv, tMC Mp NaRENDRa siNGh TOMaR, Minister of 
agriculture & Farmers’ welfare chiRaG PasWaN, ljp Mp

suPRiya shRiNaTE, Chairperson Social 
Media and digital platforms, iNC

GauRav BhaTia,  
National Spokesperson bjp

MEENaKshi lEKhi, Minister of 
State for Culture of india

KiREN RiJiJu,  
Minister of law and justice

MalliKaRJuN KhaRGE,  
National president of Congress  
(Member of rajya Sabha)

RaKul PREET siNGh, actor

in thE couRts
DElhi hC NOTiCE TO CENTRE ON TaM 
New delHi: the delhi High Court on wednesday issued notice to 
the Centre and others on a public interest litigation (pil) stating 
television audience Measurement (taM) Services are being carried 
out by an array of private bodies, thus carrying out overriding activi-
ties of Constitutionally mandated duties of biS as prescribed in biS 
act 2016 leading to chaos, convulsion and corruption affecting the 
public and viewers at large. 
the plea stated that due to the non-implementation of the bureau 
of indian Standards act, 2016 and alleged illegal creations of 
so-called trend-setting ‘television audience measurement ser-
vices’ bodies/institutions mushroomed to siphoning off govern-
ment funds and collecting illegal subscription money running in 
multi-crores of rupees and consumer/viewers sufferings. due to 
the non-implementation of provisions enshrined in the biS act 
2016, the vital task of developing applicable standards for various 
processes and Services in the field of education, Health, including 
advertisements through digital media and “television audience 
measurement Services”, and so on are being carried out by an ar-
ray of private bodies, stated the plea. 

Rs 200 CRORE ExTORTiON-ChEaTiNG CasE:  
hC issuEs NOTiCE TO DElhi pOliCE 
New delHi: the delhi High Court on wednesday issued notice to delhi police 
on the plea of pradeep ramdanee, an accused in the case related to rs 200 
crore extortion and cheating. 
He has sought an interim bail of 90 days to undergo cataract surgery. He is also 
an accused in a connected money laundering case of which Sukesh Chan-
drashekar is one of the accused. justice jasmeet Singh issued a notice to the 
delhi police. the jail authorities to file medical documents. His nominal role has 
also been directed to be filed. Standing counsel for delhi police opposed the bail 
plea. 
the matter has been listed before the concerned bench on december 23 for 
further hearing. 
pradeep ramdanee has moved an application through advocate anant Malik. it 
has been submitted that the applicant is suffering from various medical issues 
such as diabetes, Cataract, heart problems and other age-related problems and 
the applicant has to undergo cataract surgery immediately as recommended by 
the doctors. it is so submitted that the applicant has constantly complained of 
vision-related problems since the time of arrest when he was undergoing police 
custody in the present case.
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Rahul’s yatRa to 
BE PostPonEd?
in view of the spike in 
Covid cases, Union Health 
Secretary rajesh bhushan 
has written to all the state 
governments to keep a 
watch on the Covid-affected 
patients and monitor the 
vaccination process vigor-
ously. the health ministry is 
also thinking about urging 
rahul gandhi to consider 
postponing the bharat jodo 
yatra for some time. even 
rajasthan Chief Minister 
ashok ghelot had a talk with 
rahul gandhi on this issue. 
Some bjp Mps have al-
ready written to the central 
government to raise con-
cern over the rising Covid 
cases in rajasthan. there is 
also fear that it may spread 
to neighbouring states as 
the yatra reaches other 
states. while there was al-
ready a plan to postpone the 
yatra in view of the year-end 
festivals, the Covid situation 
may help Congress come to 
a conclusion. 

sPEcial mEntion 
foR KERala 
after winning the world 
Cup, the argentin-
ian government tweeted 
thanking the countries that 
supported them during 
the football match. they 
thanked bangladesh, india, 
and others in the tweet, 
but Kerala received special 
recognition. perhaps they 
thought Kerala was a sover-
eign country outside india. 
interestingly, there was a 
frenzy about team argenti-
na during the tournament. a 
newlywed couple even wore 
argentina’s football jersey 
on the day of their wed-
ding. in bangladesh, too, 
people went crazy to extend 
their support to argentina. 
realising the mood among 
the people, bangladesh 
prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina sent a special 
congratulatory message to 
argentina president alberto 
Farnandez. the message 
was circulated not only in 
dhaka, but also to indian 
media outlets for coverage. 
in india, many political lead-
ers, including pM Narendra 
Modi, tweeted to congratu-
late the argentinian team, 
but the bangladesh pM 
invited the whole team to 
dhaka for a visit.

EmBaRRassmEnt 
foR BEngal BJP 
lEadERs 
president draupadi 
Murmu will present the 
west bengal government 
with an award for the best 
public service project. the 
project is popularly known 
as “duare Sarkar,” or 
“government at the door-
steps,” because it provides 
civic services to the general 
public at their doorstep. the 
Union government chose 
the award and recommend-
ed it to president Murmu for 
presentation at a function 
on 7 january at the rash-
trapati bhavan. the state 
bjp leaders, who generally 
criticise the government for 
not serving the people with 
basic services, the govern-
ment’s decision to award 
west bengal has greatly 
embarrassed them. Some 
leaders of the state had 
come to delhi to express 
their displeasure but were 
turned down by the bjp 
Central leadership for the 
cancellation of the award.

sanjay Pandey

on the radar

Gautam lahiri
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effective prosecution

The Rajya Sabha on Wednes-
day passed a bill that pro-
vides for prosecution of 
persons for piracy-related 
crimes and to promote the 
safety and security of India's 
maritime trade including the 
safety of country's vessels 
and crew members. 

The Maritime Anti-Piracy 
Bill, 2022 was passed with 
voice vote after a discussion 
in which members posed 
their queries and gave sug-
gestions. Lok Sabha passed 
the bill on Monday. External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar, who moved the Bill for 
passage in the upper House, 
said that the act of piracy on 
high seas will be an offence 
punishable with imprison-
ment for life or with death.

"If there is an extradition 
issue. We will not impose 
death penalty," he said.

The Minister said that de-
tention of fishermen from 
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry 
and other states often by Sri 
Lanka and the detention of 

those from Gujarat by Paki-
stan remains a big concern 
for us". 

Under the provisions of the 
bill, participating, organis-
ing, aiding, supporting, at-
tempting to commit, and 
directing others to partici-
pate in an act of piracy will 
be punishable with up to 14 
years of imprisonment. India 
does not have a separate do-
mestic legislation on piracy 
and provisions of Indian Pe-
nal Code pertaining to armed 
robbery were being invoked 
to prosecute pirates ap-
prehended by Indian Coast 
guards. 

In the absence of any specif-
ic law relating to the offence 
of maritime piracy in India, 
problems were being faced 
in ensuring effective pros-
ecution of the pirates. The 
Bill was referred to the Par-
liamentary Standing Com-
mittee in December 2019. 

The proposed anti-piracy 
legislation will apply to all 
parts of the sea adjacent to 
and 200 nautical miles be-
yond the limits of Exclusive 
Economic Zone of India.

parliament 
passes maritime 
anti-piracy Bill
TDG NeTwork 
new delhi

in lok saBha

Highlighting the 
countr y's  fight 
against narco-ter-

rorism and drug trafficking, 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah told the Lok Sabha on 
Wednesday that India has 
urged Interpol to create a 
real-time information sys-
tem on the nexus of narcot-
ics and terrorism.

Shah on Wednesday was 
replying to the debate under 
rule 193 on the "Problem 
of drug abuse in the coun-
try and steps taken by the 
government" in Lok Sabha. 
He said, "India has urged 
Interpol to create a system 
of real-time information on 
the nexus of narcotics and 
terrorism. This will increase 
coordination between differ-
ent countries."

The Union Home Minister 
said that the security of bor-
ders is the responsibility of 
the central government and 
those politicizing this is-
sue are promoting the drug 
menace.

"We have empowered Bor-
der Security Force (BSF), Sa-
shastra Seema Bal (SSB) and 
Assam Rifles to prosecute 
cases under NDPS. Borders 
are the responsibility of the 
Central government, but 
when we give rights to BSF, 
it is said that the rights of 
States are being taken away. 
Now how will BSF work 
there? BSF seizes drugs but 
does not have the right to 
file the case. Those politiciz-
ing this issue are promoting 
drug trafficking," Shah said.

"Agencies cannot work 
without rights, they have to 
be given rights. We should 
show faith in our agencies," 
he said.

He said that the drug men-
ace is a serious problem 
which is destroying genera-
tions and the profits being 
made from drugs are utilised 
for terrorism as well. The 
Minister said that Narcotics 
Control Bureau (NCB) can 
conduct probes across the 
country.

"NCB is ready to help each 
and every state if there's 
a need to do an inter-state 

probe. Even the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) 
can help the states if the 
probe needs to be conduct-
ed outside the country," he 
added.

Shah also reiterated the 
Centre's zero-tolerance 
policy against drug abuse. 
"Our government policy is 
very clear: those consum-
ing drugs are victims. We 
should be sensitive towards 

them and give victims a con-
ducive atmosphere for their 
rehabilitation. But those 
involved in drug trafficking 
should not be spared," he 
said.

Between 2006-2013, the 
Union Home Minister said 
22.40 lakh kg of drugs were 
seized, while between 2014-
2022, 62.60 lakh kg of drugs 
were seized. In terms of val-
ue, Rs 23,000 crore of drugs 

were seized before 2014, 
while now drugs worth Rs 
97,000 crore were seized 
and burnt, he said.

Shah urged the States and 
Union Territories to work 
in synergy against the drug 
menace. "All the states and 
UTs have to together fight 
against the drug menace. 
We need to stop the entry 
of drugs through borders, 
ports and airports. The rev-
enue department, NCB and 
anti-narcotics agencies have 
to work against the menace 
of being on the same page," 
he said.

He asserted that the cen-
tral government has a zero-
tolerance policy towards the 
issue of drugs. "Those coun-
tries promoting terrorism 
in our country are using the 
profits from drugs for the 
same. The presence of this 
dirty money also gradually 
makes our economy hollow," 
the Minister added.

Shah said the agencies 
have identified the routes 
of supply of drugs in 472 
districts and a large amount 
of seizures have been made 

from these areas.
"The States where the 

maximum amount of drugs 
are seized does not mean 
that there are more drugs. 
It means these States are do-
ing more work," the Union 
Home Minister said.

"Drugs are coming from 
gulf countries and people 
involved in it have been ar-
rested while factories have 
been sealed. On the basis of 
this, raids were conducted in 
12 states and people were ar-
rested there too," Shah said.

He said the Centre made 
five different modules of 
narcotics training and these 
training programmes are 
made available at the district 
level. In addition, the central 
government is setting up six 
regional labs for narcotics 
sample testing, to ensure 
there is no delay in investi-
gation and no one gets bail.

"We have mapped the drug 
network across the states. 
No matter how big the crimi-
nal is, in the next two years 
there'll be a situation that 
they'll be behind bars," he 
said.

‘India urged Interpol to create real-time 
information system on narco-terrorism’
TDG NeTwork
new delhi

Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
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for consideration

Rajya Sabha returns 
Appropriation bills

Rajya Sabha on Wednes-
day returned two Appro-
priation Bills authorising 
payment of certain sums 
from and out of the Consol-
idated Fund of India for the 
current financial year. 

The Bills-Appropriation 
(No 5) Bill, 2022 and the Ap-
propriation (No 4) Bill, 2022- 
which Lok Sabha earlier 
passed, were cleared in the 
Upper House with a voice 
vote followed by a detailed 
discussion held on Monday 
and Tuesday. Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man had moved both the 
bills on Monday in the Rajya 
Sabha for consideration and 
return. 

The Appropriation (No 5) 
Bill, 2022 authorises pay-
ment and appropriation 
of certain further sums 
from and out of the Con-
solidated Fund of India for 
the services of the financial 
year 2022-2023, while the 
Appropriation (No 4) Bill, 
2022 provides for the au-
thorization of appropria-
tion of money out of the 
consolidated fund of India 
to meet the amounts spent 
on certain services during 

the financial year ended on 
31 March, 2020, in excess 
of the amounts granted for 
those services and for that 
year. 

Participating in the debate 
over these Bills, Sitharaman 
said all "we (the government) 
want is transparency and 
compliance with statutory 
fiscal rules".

"It is important to rec-
ognise that when you are 
transparent in your meth-
ods, there is no debate over it 
(freebies)," the Minister said. 
"Subsidies and freebies are 
to be contextualised. If you 
are able to put it in your bud-

get and make a provision for 
it when your revenues come 
and you give the money, why 
would anyone have an objec-
tion? Education, health and 
many subsidies given to 
farmers are fully justified," 
Sitharaman said. 

"There are media reports 
that one state government 
is unable to pay the salary 
of its employees timely and 
the employees are protest-
ing. It's perhaps because 
funds are being used to give 
numerous different adver-
tisements all over the coun-
try," the Minister said in her 
speech. 

rajya Sabha returned two Appropriation Bills authorising 
payment of certain sums from and out of the Consolidated Fund 
of India for the current financial year.
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financial assistance

'mha provided rs 100 cr to states, 
uts to strengthen e-prisons portal'

Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) has strengthened 
the 'E-prisons' portal by 
providing financial assis-
tance to the states and the 
Union Territories (UTs) to 
the tune of Rs 100 crores 
recently, Minister of State 
for Home Ajay Mishra in-
formed the Rajya Sabha.

The objective of E-prisons 
is to create end-to-end IT 
solutions for the automa-
tion of prison operations, 
including digitisation and 
availability of prisoner re-
cords in an electronic plat-
form accessible to desig-
nated authorities as well as 
to prison inmates, enabling 

them to have direct access to 
information related to them 
like date of release, parole, 
visitor's booking, remission 
and redressal of grievances, 
the Minister said in a writ-
ten reply to a query. The 
MoS further said that the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA) has also been assist-
ing the states and the UTs 
for modernizing the securi-
ty infrastructure in prisons 
as well as in strengthening 
the IT infrastructure in jails, 
which is intended to aid in 
efficient prison administra-
tion. Replying to a question 
about the number of pris-
oners in the country who 
have not been released from 
the jails even after complet-
ing their sentence, Mishra 
said the administration and 
management of prisons 
and prison inmates is the 
concern of respective state 
governments, who have the 
responsibility to ensure that 
prisoners are released from 
jail on completion of their 
sentence.

Minister of State for Home 
Ajay Mishra 

in rajya saBha 

Shiv Sena MP demands discussion on national security

Priyanka Chaturvedi , Ra-
jya Sabha MP (Uddhav 
Thackeray) Shiv Sena on 
Wednesday launched an at-
tack on the Bharatiya Janta 
Party (BJP) government at 
the Centre amid the pro-
tests in front of the Gandhi 
staue by the Opposition. 

The MP questioned the 
central government for stay-
ing mum over various issues 
of national security. The 
Shiv Sena MP alleged that 
the government was not 
answering questions over 
the India-China clash and 
the Maharashtra-Karnataka 
border dispute. 

When asked about Ajit 
Pawar statement regarding 
the Karnataka-Maharash-
tra border dispute, she said, 

"The ministers in Karana-
taka are simply trying to 
fire up the dispute and the 
home minister has become 
a spectator sitting in Delhi."

Justifying Maharashtra 
government's stance she 
said, "The government 
would work in favour of 
the Marathis. It is the duty 

of the Maharashtra govern-
ment to pass a resolution if 
required and take appro-
priate measures in this re-
gard."

While talking to ANI 
about the India-China bor-
der row, Priyanka said, 
"The biggest issue is that 
of the India-China border, 
there are so many border 
disputes going on. 

The government is not 
able to give a befitting re-
ply." "China is attacking 
us and confronting our 
soldiers at the border," she 
said while demanding a 
discussion on the issue. 

She even critisized the 
government for the in-
creasing trade between the 
two countries saying that 
currently China is India's 
second largest trading 
partner.

The trade has incresed by 
29 percent in the last two 
years she claimed.

She said, "It was expected 
that the trade would stop 
after the Galwan incident 
however that trade has 
only increased." 

"On one side government 
is talking about 'Atmanirb-
har Bharat' on the other 
hand we are witnessing 
disputes at the border. 

The government is not 
letting a discussion happen 
on this issue in the Parlia-
ment," she added. Ques-
tioning the support being 
provided by the central 
government to the soldiers 
of the country she said, 
"The soldiers are fight-
ing for the country, facing 
tough situations and the 
government seems least 
bothered." 

Priyanka Chaturvedi MP (Uddhav Thackeray) Shiv Sena 

demand-driven

TDG NETWORK
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Minister of State for Skill 
Development and Entre-
preneurship Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar on Wednesday 
said that the government’s 
skill development initia-
tives are demand-driven and 
chalked out by keeping the 
industry need. 

The MoS was replying to 
a query raised by the Mem-
ber of Parliament Kartikeya 
Sharma during the ques-
tion hour in Rajya Sabha. 
The MP asked that does the 
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vi-
kas Yojana have any mecha-

nisms or schemes with the 
private sector to close the de-
mand-supply gaps and help 
create jobs for young people 
where they are needed?

The minister replied, “All 
the skilling programs are 
demand-driven. It means 
that we sit together with the 
industry and their sector 
skills council to discuss the 
program regarding which 

training needs to be given. 
The best guarantor of em-
ployable skills is that these 
skills are designed with the 
industry as a partner.” 

There are many other ini-
tiatives, the minister told 
the Rajya Sabha adding 
the government is ensuring 
there are Rozgaar Melas, 
Apprenticeship Melas to 
take forward the initiative. 

“Also, we are creating digi-
tal platforms where the staff 
can discuss skills and oppor-
tunities. In short, I want to 
say, we create employable 
skills and for that, we have 

developed a district skill 
development plan through 
the district skill commit-
tee in each district so that a 
unique district program is 
created in every district.”

Govt creates employable skills along with 
industry need: Rajiv Chandrashekhar 
Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma raises the issue of government initiatives 
to bridge the gap between skill requirement and industry demand. 

Brief deBate

lok saBha passes Bill to expand chhattisgarh's st list
TDG NETWORK
new delhi

Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed a 
bill that seeks to include some com-
munities from Chhattisgarh in the 
Scheduled Tribe category.

The Constitution (Scheduled 
Tribes) Order (Fifth Amendment) 

Bill, 2022 was passed with a voice 
vote after a brief debate. Opposi-
tion members said the government 
should have come with a compre-
hensive legislation. Replying to the 
discussion, Tribal Affairs Minister 
Arjun Munda said the government 
has taken several steps for welfare of 
tribal community.

He accused the Congress of neglect-
ing the tribals and their welfare and 
said the Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment is working with conviction for 
their betterment.

"The intention is clear that there 
should be a solution for the prob-
lems of the Scheduled Tribes across 
the country. The Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs was formed after Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee became the Prime Minis-
ter," Munda said.

The Bill will amend the Constitu-
tion (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950, 
for the inclusion of various commu-
nities, in the list of Scheduled Tribes 
in relation to the State of Chhattis-
garh.

IN PArlIAMeNT

kartikeya sharma
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Gangster Lawrence Bishnoi 
and Sampath Nehra have 
been brought to the Central 
Forensic Science Laboratory 
(CFSL) under heavy secu-
rity arrangements to take 
their voice samples.

Delhi police had moved 
to a Delhi court which on 
9 December allowed Bish-

noi to be in Delhi Police’s 
custody between 20 and 23 
December to take his voice 
samples at the Central Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory 
(CFSL). Delhi police in their 
investigation into the mur-
der case of Sidhu Moose-
wala claimed that the phone 
used for planning the mur-
der of Sidhu Moosewala, 
was also used by an Indian 
Mujahideen terrorist lodged 

in Tihar.
It was found that Bishnoi, 

a fellow inmate, allegedly 
used that number between 
April and May to phone his 
accomplices in Punjab and 
Canada, the officer added.

On 23 November, the Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) had arrested Bishnoi 
in a case related to the al-
leged conspiracy to recruit 
youth to carry out terror 

strikes in Delhi and other 
parts of the country.

Punjabi singer popularly 
known as Sidhu Moosewala 
was shot dead by unidenti-
fied assailants in Jawaharke 
village of Mansa district in 
Punjab on 29 May this year.

The incident occurred two 
days after Punjab Police 
withdrew the security cov-
er of 424 persons including 
Moosewala. 

TDG NETWORK
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Border Security Force 
(BSF) troops shot down a 
drone that entered India 
from Daoke Border Out-
post (BoP) in Amritsar 
sector from the Pakistan 
side on the International 
Border on Tuesday eve-
ning. 

“The Pak drone which 
had entered India at 1920 
hrs in the AOR of BOP 
Daoke in the AOR of 144 
Bn, Amritsar sector was 
found fallen this morning 
in Pak area, 20 meters in 
their territory opposite 
the AOR of BOP Bharo-
pal. It hovered in the sky 

for a few minutes when 
counter-drone measures 
were taken and fell while 
returning,” BSF said in a 
statement. A search op-
eration has been launched 
in the area. 

Further information is 
awaited. Earlier on 26 No-
vember, a suspected flying 
object coming from the 
Pakistani side was shot 
down by the security per-
sonnel deployed at Daoke 
Border Outpost (BoP) in 
Amritsar sector on India-
Pakistan international 
border. 

Security personnel fired 
six rounds from their IN-
SAS rifles and downed a 
drone.

Later, it was found to be 
a China-made Quadcop-
ter DJI Matrice 300RTK 
brand drone, lying in the 
field near the border. A 
few cameras were also 
found fitted in the drone. 

In the last two months, 
Border Security Force 
(BSF) has shot down three 
drones in the Amritsar 
area. 

Till July this year, a total 
of 107 drones flying from 
across the border were 
spotted inside Indian ter-
ritory as compared to 97 
drones spotted last year, 
according to the BSF. Six-
ty-four such cases were re-
ported in Punjab last year, 
31 in Jammu, and two were 
seen crossing the Line of 
Control in Jammu. A total 
of 107 such incidents till 
July this year were report-
ed including 14 in Jammu 
and 93 in the Punjab  
sector. 

Border Security Force (BSF) 
troops, deployed at the Attari-
Wagah border in Punjab’s 
Amritsar, were missing no 
chance to dominate the area 
by standing tall and patrol-
ling despite a dense fog, zero 
visibility, and cold winter 
days.
As visibility dropped below 
10 meters, due to fog, the 
alertness of troops increased 
at the Attari-Wagah border in 
Punjab’s Amritsar.

BSF troops were seen wad-
ing through a thick blanket of 
fog and patrolling the India-
Pakistan border. However, 
the spirit inside the soldiers 
did not seem to subside with 

the increasing fog.
According to Nitika, Sub-

Inspector, BSF, they are 
always alert in challenging 
conditions so that millions of 
Indians can sleep peacefully.

“Whether it is storm, sun-
shine, or rain, our spirits are 

always high. We do not think 
that this is the season of haze. 
We are taught during training 
that if you are being recruited 
then you will have to stand 
at the border always despite 
storms or rain,” she said, add-
ing that at the time of fog, the 

visibility goes to minus but 
“we are well prepared.”

During zero visibility, in-
duced by dense fog, the BSF 
personnel keeps whistling 
and trudging in a line.

“We are deployed here in 
the Punjab border. It is cold 
here and there is a lot of fog,” 
Mukesh Gupta, Inspector, 
BSF, Punjab said, underlining 
that the fog is so much that 
even a person is not visible 
within 10 meters here.

“No matter what’s the 
weather, we continue our 
patrolling. We remain alert to 
foil infiltration and smuggling 
attempts. Visibility reduces 
to even less than 10 meters 
but we are here to protect 
our country and citizens,” 
he added.

SEARCH OPERATION
CHALLENGING CONDITIONS

BSF SHOOTS DOWN PAK DRONE ALONG 
INTERNATIONAL BORDER IN AMRITSAR

BSF soldiers stand tall at Attari-Wagah 
border amid fog and low visibility

ON GOING PROBE 

The Nainital High Court, 
on Wednesday, rejected the 
petition related to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) investigation in the 
Ankita Bhandari murder 
case.

A single bench of se-
nior judge Sanjay Kumar 
Mishra, Uttarakhand High 
Court, dismissed the peti-
tion seeking a CBI investi-
gation in the Ankita Bhan-
dari murder case. The 
single judge bench said 
that the SIT team is doing 
satisfactory work in the 

Ankita Bhandari murder 
case. On 4 November, An-
kita’s mother Sona Devi, 
and father Virender Singh 
Bhandari filed a petition 
in the Nainital High Court, 
seeking an inquiry by the 
CBI into the case.

Recently, Uttarakhand 
Police filed a charge sheet 
against the three persons 
accused in the murder of 
19-year-old Ankita Bhan-
dari and submitted it be-
fore the Kotdwar Judicial 
Court.

The body of 19-year-old 
Ankita, who worked as a 
receptionist at a resort run 
by Pulkit Arya, the son of 

expelled BJP leader Vinod 
Arya, was recovered from 
Chilla canal in Rishikesh 
on 24 September.

She was reported miss-
ing for at least six days be-
fore the officials found her 
body.

Pulkit Arya was arrested 
for allegedly pushing her 
into the canal following an 
altercation. Two more peo-
ple - Ankit Gupta and Sau-
rabh Bhaskar, have also 
been arrested in the case.

On 4 December, the Ut-
tarakhand Police said that 
the investigation into the 
Ankita Bhandari murder 
case is almost complete 

with just the Narco tests 
of the accused remaining, 
for which they had sought 
permission from the Kotd-
war court to conduct Nar-
co and Polygraph tests of 
all three accused.

Of these three accused 
persons, two had given 
their consent for the 
test while the other one 
had sent an application 
to the Court of Judicial 
Magistrate Kotdwar, Ut-
tarkhand.

The Pushkar Singh 
Dhami government has 
also invoked the Gangster 
Act against the three ac-
cused. 

Nainital HC rejects petition for CBI 
investigation in Ankita murder case

HIMACHAL CONGRESS SAYS 

Reacting to the Union Health 
Minister Mansukh Mandavi-
ya’s letter to Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi over COVID-19 
concern, Himachal Pradesh 
Congress on Wednesday said 
that after seeing the increas-
ing popularity of Bharat Jodo 
Yatra the BJP is trying any 
means to stop it. 

The All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) spokes-
person and legislator from 
Himachal Pradesh, Kuldeep 
Singh Rathore speaking to 
media persons in Shimla said 
that their concern is not CO-
VID, they only want to stop 
the yatra of Rahul Gandhi, 
“In the name of Coronavi-
rus, they are trying to stop the 
padayatra of Rahul Gandhi,” 
he said. He said that the BJP 
doesn’t have any contribution 
to the freedom of India.

“The Central government 
and BJP want to stop the pa-
dayatra of Rahul Gandhi as it 

is getting popular across the 
country. Now in the name of 
corona they want the yatra to 
be stopped whereas, during 
the peak of the pandemic the 
central leaders of the BJP gov-
ernment and Prime Minister 
were doing big election ral-
lies, their concern is not CO-
VID, they only want to stop 
the yatra of Rahul Gandhi,” 
said Rathore.

“I support the statement of 
Kharge sahab, I don’t want 
to comment on them (BJP). 
These are the people who 
were with the British and 
went against the freedom 
fighters whereas the Con-

gress is concerned they have 
laid lives for the nation. Be 
it Mahatma Gandhi, Indira 
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi 
they laid life for the freedom 
fight, integrity and unity of 
the nation. As far as Smriti 
Irani ji is concerned she keeps 
giving such statements but 
still I want to answer her that 
congress need not to learn 
from here what they have 
done for the nation. As far 
as Shyama Prasad Mukherjee 
is concerned he has his own 
role, but you need to under-
stand the fact and contribu-
tion of the Congress party for 
the nation,” said Rathore.

‘BJP’s concern not COVID, 
they only want to stop 
Rahul’s Bharat Jodo Yatra’

ILLICIT WEAPONS SEIZED

MOOSEWALA MURDER CASE

The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) 
on Wednesday car-

ried out searches at multiple 
locations in gangster-terror 
nexus cases and seized large 
quantities of illicit weapons 
and ammunition from the 
premises of gangsters.

The anti-terror agency 
conducted these searches at 
two locations in Haryana’s 
Sirsa to dismantle and dis-
rupt the emerging nexus be-
tween terrorists, gangsters 
and weapon suppliers based 
in India and abroad. Joint 
Searches, along with Hary-
ana Police, were conducted 
during the night of Tues-
day and Wednesday at the 
premises of Chhotu Bhaat of 
Chautala village and Jagga 
Sarpanch of Takhatmal vil-
lage-- both in Sirsa.

During the searches, four 
illicit weapons (one Rifle, 

one Gun, two Pistols), over 
a hundred pieces of ammu-
nition of different calibres, 
a number of blank and fired 
cartridges and sharp-edged 
weapons have been seized, 
the NIA said.

The present searches 

were aimed at dismantling 
the illegal arms support 
infrastructure, apart from 
the hideouts of absconders 
of the Bambiha-led terror-
criminal syndicate. They 
were taking advantage of 
the border location of their 

hideout with Punjab.
A few of the most desper-

ate gang leaders and their 
associates based in India 
and abroad, who are spear-
heading and carrying out 
such terror and criminal 
activities were identified 

and booked in the two cases 
registered by the NIA in Au-
gust, 2022.

This is the fourth round 
of searches in connection 
with these cases as part of 
the NIA’s crackdown on 
top gangsters and their 
weapons suppliers based 
in Haryana and Punjab af-
ter they were found to have 
links with terrorist outfits 
and their networks.

“Further, investigations 
will continue to dismantle 
such terror networks as 
well as their funding and 
support infrastructure.”

The NIA investigations 
also revealed that such 
criminal acts were not iso-
lated local incidents but 
there was a deep-rooted 
conspiracy amongst ter-
rorists, gangsters and drug 
smuggling cartels, weapon 
suppliers, hideouts and net-
works, who were operating 
from both within and out-
side the country. 

NIA CONDUCTS SEARCHES IN 
GANGSTER-TERROR NEXUS CASES

Lawrence Bishnoi brought to forensic 
lab for taking voice samples
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Haryana government is 
taking stringent action 
against the officers and 
employees involved in 
corruption. Chief Sec-
retary, Sanjeev Kaushal 
here on Wednesday held 
a review meeting with the 
administrative secretar-
ies regarding cases to be 
sanctioned for prosecu-
tion under section 19 of the 
Prevention of Corruption 
Act, 1988. Kaushal stated 
that prosecution has been 

sanctioned by the depart-
ments or the competent 
authority against erring of-
ficers, employees, and out-
sourced personnel in 30 
distinct cases under Sec-
tion 19 of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988, till 
the month of October. The 
Chief Secretary said that 
Chief Minister, Manohar 
Lal Khattar is adopting a 
zero-tolerance policy on 
corruption in the state. As 
per the directions of the 
Chief Minister, detailed 
review reports of the prog-
ress of such cases are being 

frequently taken from all 
the departments. He said 
that corruption will not be 
tolerated at any level.

He said that the con-
cerned department has to 
sanction prosecution on 
erring officers within three 
months of the letter issued 
by the State Vigilance Bu-
reau. He gave strict direc-
tions that approval should 
be given within the stipu-
lated time, so that the ap-
propriate action on the 
matters could be taken 
at the earliest. The Chief 
Secretary said that soon a 

portal will be developed on 
which the departments can 
upload all types of infor-
mation related to vigilance 
cases like Action Taken 
Report (ATR), investiga-
tion report, sanction for 
prosecution etc. 

This will enable real-
time information about the 
pending actions in various 
departments. Not only this, 
the report of every depart-
ment will also be generated 
on a monthly basis and the 
Administrative Secretaries 
will also be able to review 
such cases. 

IN HARYANA

30 CASES SANCTIONED FOR PROSECUTION UNDER 
PREVENTION OF CORRUPTION ACT

NIA carried out searches at multiple locations in gangster-terror nexus cases and seized large 
quantities of illicit weapons. 

Congress spokesperson Kuldeep Singh Rathore 

BSF troops patrolling despite a dense fog, zero visibility.

Punjab Police asks ex-CM Channi to 
appear before court on 12 January

CASES REGISTERED
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The Punjab Police on 
Wednesday summoned for-
mer Chief Minister of Punjab, 
Charanjit Singh Channi ask-
ing him to appear before the 
CJM court on 12 January, in 
connection with a case regis-
tered against him during the 
Punjab polls.

This came soon after his 
visit to assassinated Punjabi 

singer and Congress leader 
Siddhu Moose Wala’s par-
ents on Tuesday evening in 
Mansa. “The case was reg-
istered on the complaint 
of AAP. It’s a false case,” 
Channi added. The case has 
been registered against him 
under section 188 of IPC in 
Mansa during the assembly 
elections. 

While addressing a media 
briefing on Wednesday, the 
Channi said, “On my way 

to meet Moose Wala’s par-
ents the police stopped me 
and asked me not to reach 
Mansa else they will arrest 
me. But I refused to stop 
and went to share sorrow 
with the family and spent 
the night with the family, 
for which I have been sum-
moned now.” He further 
added, “The government 
is harassing the family of 
Sidhu Moose Wala. I would 
request the government to 

take Sidhu’s murder case 
seriously and investigate 
it and not harass the fam-
ily.” The former Minister on 
Tuesday evening shared a 
photo of his stay at Moose 
Wala’s house on his Twitter 
handle and captioned it as, 
“Spent the night at Village 
Moosa with Sidhu Moose-
wala’s parents.” The Con-
gress leader was seen sitting 
beside the deceased singer’s 
father in the photo.

BSF troops shot down a drone 
that entered India from Daoke 
Border Outpost in Amritsar.



SANE VOICE 

IN ODISHA 

AMID TAWANG CLASH, DALAI LAMA HIGHLIGHTS 
‘UPS AND DOWNS’ OF INDIA, CHINA RELATIONS

Man climbs hoarding, threatens suicide; rescued 
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DEEP CORRUPTION 

Indian high-speed rail to become revolution 
like Maruti Suzuki: Japanese envoy

Bodies of mother, daughter found 
in hospital; murder suspected 

Punjab: Vigilance registers case against 
Sarpanch, two MGNREGA officials 

Japanese envoy to India Hi-
roshi Suzuki said the Indo-
Japan bullet train project 
will become a high-speed 
rail revolution just like 
Maruti Suzuki, once the 
project is completed. The 
Japanese ambassador laud-
ed the team spirit shown by 
Indian and Japanese work-
ers for the high-speed rail 
project. “Well, before I ar-
rived in India about a month 
ago, I visited Osamu Suzuki 

in March. And he shared 
with me in length, his own 
experience of the past over 
30 years. And coming out 
here, I can see the same 
spirit, the Japanese team 
and the Indian team are 
working so closely together. 
In my eyes, this is already 
a revolution underway,” 
Suzuki told ANI here. “So 
that’s why I said the Maruti 
Suzuki revolution and after 
that Delhi Metro revolution. 
I am convinced that this 
will be yet another high-

speed rail revolution when 
the project is complete,” he 
added.

He even termed Japan 
and India relations as a 
special partnership that is 
both strategic and global 
in nature. The envoy also 
expressed delight over the 
progress after inspecting 
the site in Gujarat’s Navsari. 

“The work for high-speed 
rail is progressing. We are 
deeply impressed with how 
people are working so hard 
to advance this project. 

Bodies of a mother and her 
daughter were found in a 
hospital near Bhulabhai 
Park in Ahmedabad, police 
said on Wednesday.

First, the body of the 
daughter was found in the 

cupboard of the operation 
theatre and then the body 
of the mother was found 
under the bed. Mother and 
daughter came to the hospi-
tal for treatment, ACP Mi-
lap Patel told reporters on 
Wednesday. After finding 
the body of the daughter, an 

investigation was conducted 
by the police as to where 
the mother went with her. 
While investigating, the po-
lice also found the body of 
the mother.

A person Mansukh work-
ing in the hospital has been 
detained in this connection.

The Punjab Vigilance Bu-
reau (VB), during its ongoing 
campaign against corrup-
tion in the state, on Wednes-
day registered an embezzle-
ment case against a lady 
Sarpanch, two MGNREGA 
officials and a private person 
for committing embezzle-
ment in MGNREGA funds 
to the tune of Rs 2,16,510. 

In this case, Amandeep Kaur, 
Sarpanch, gram panchayat 
Kot Jaspat, district Tarn 
Taran has been arrested. 

Teams have been formed 
to arrest the other accused, 
read a press statement from 
Vigilance Bureau, Punjab. 
Disclosing this here today 
a spokesperson of the state 
Vigilance Bureau said this 
misappropriation case has 
been registered after in-

vestigation of a complaint 
against Amandeep Kaur 
Sarpanch, Jodhveer Singh, 
Gram Employment As-
sistant MGNERGA, Ta-
runpreet Singh, technical 
assistant, MGNERGA of 
gram panchayat Kot Jas-
pat, district Tarntaran 
and Prem Singh, a private 
person who have colluded 
to usurp the government 
funds.
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Amid the ongoing ten-
sions between India 
and China, Tibetan 

spiritual leader Dalai Lama 
on Wednesday highlighted 
the ups and downs between 
the two Countries. 

While speaking at a public 
talk on “Compassionate and 
secular ethics - Educating 
the heart and mind” in Gu-
rugram on Wednesday, the 
Tibetan spiritual leader said, 
“India and China are the two 
most populous countries. In 
recent decades too many ups 
and downs. India is a democ-
racy and respects all religions. 
India’s tradition is very good. 
So young Indians should keep 
India’s thousand-year-old sec-
ular tradition.” The Tibetan 
spiritual leader also shed light 
on India’s concept of Karuna 
and Ahimsa and urged every-
one to preserve it. “This world 
ultimately depends on whole-
heartedness. No distinctions 
between communities and 
religions. We smile at each 
other and pray together. In-

dia’s concept of ‘Karuna’ and 
‘Ahimsa’ is a key thing and 
we must preserve it,” he said. 
Dalai Lama stressed that 
nowadays human brains are 
being used as weapons to de-
stroy neighbours. “So, now 
we look at the world. Ag-
gression, atrocity, violence, so 
many people are killed, keen 
to create nuclear weapons. 
In the last few centuries, too 
much violence. Now, the hu-
man brain is used for weap-
ons, how to kill, and how to 
destroy your neighbour. That 
is totally wrong,” he added. 
Stressing the fact to build 
a peaceful world without a 
weapon, the leader said that 
peace and violence depend 
upon us. “We are all the same 
human beings. All have to 
live together without any 
violence. When we pray for 
world peace, peace will not 
come from the sky, violence 
doesn’t come from the sky, 
all depend on us. In our brain 
basically, we have this nation, 
that nation, this religion, that 
religion. That causes fighting. 
That is outdated. Disagree-

ments should be resolved, 
keeping in mind that all are 
our brothers and sisters, 
and should build a world 
without a weapon,” he said. 
Calling ancient Indian mas-
ters as his source of inspira-
tion, the leader called Indian 
tradition ‘extremely rich’ and 
‘useful’ and asked the young 
generation to preserve it. 
“The Indian tradition is ex-
tremely rich, particularly 
about the mind. 

Modern India should 
pay more attention to an-
cient India tradition. We 
should not neglect the 
knowledge of our mind”. 
“Ancient Indian Masters 
are my source of inspira-
tion. These are completely 
based on reasoning and 
thinking. I am a student 
of that tradition”, he said. 
Earlier on Monday, said that 
India is a perfect place and 
his permanent residence 
and that he prefers India. 
While responding to a query 
over the Tawang clash, Ti-
betan spiritual leader Dalai 
Lama at Kangra airport in Hi-

machal Pradesh said, “Now 
things... Generally speaking, 
things are improving, I think 
in Europe and Africa and also 
in Asia. Now China also now 
more flexible. Ok. But there is 
no point to return to China.

 I prefer India, best place 
and Kangra, Pandit Ne-
hru choice. This place is 
my permanent residence. 
It’s very right. Thank you.” 
This statement came in the 
backdrop of the December 9 
clash where People’s Libera-
tion Army troops contacted 
the LAC in the Tawang Sec-
tor which was contested by 
Indian troops in a firm and 
resolute manner. 

This face-off led to mi-
nor injuries to a few per-
sonnel from both sides. 
Giving a statement in the Ra-
jya Sabha, Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh explained to the 
House about an incident and 
said, “On December 9, 2022, 
PLA troops tried to trans-
gress the LAC in the Yangtse 
area of Tawang Sector and 
unilaterally change the status 
quo. The Chinese attempt was 

contested by our troops in a 
firm and resolute manner. The 
ensuing face-off led to a physi-
cal scuffle in which the Indian 
Army bravely prevented the 
PLA from transgressing into 
our territory and compelled 
them to return to their posts.” 
He further said “the scuffle led 
to injuries to a few personnel 
on both sides”, and clarified 
that “there are no fatalities or 
serious casualties on our side”. 
“Due to the timely intervention 
of Indian military command-
ers, PLA soldiers went back 
to their locations,” Singh said. 
As a follow-up of the inci-
dent, the Minister further 
said, the local commander in 
the area held a “flag meeting 
with his counterpart on De-
cember 11, 2022, to discuss 
the issue in accordance with 
established mechanisms”. 
“The Chinese side was asked 
to refrain from such actions 
and maintain peace and 
tranquillity along the border. 
The issue has also been tak-
en up with the Chinese side 
through diplomatic chan-
nels,” Singh said. 

A team of fire service and 
Police officials on Wednes-
day rescued a man who had 
climbed atop on advertise-
ment hoarding at Shishu 
Bhawan Square.

The man has been identi-
fied as Muktikant Biswal 

from Rourkela. According 
to the police, the man threat-
ened to die by suicide if his 
demands were not accepted.

“He has threatened to sui-
cide as his demands were 
not fulfilled, he has travelled 
from Rourkela with his de-
mand over various projects 

related to the Rourkela and 
the region, and he was pro-
testing in Bhubaneswar,” 
said Additional DCP Bhu-
baneswar Prakash Chandra 
Pal. Deputy Fire Officer, Bhu-
baneswar Abani Swain said 
that they have done a lot of 
rescue operations in the past 

but in this, the man was not 
willing to come down.

“It had become a challenge 
for us since he did not want 
to come down and therefore 
we had to plan out different 
strategies. We had to anal-
yse all the possible steps he 
could take and then chalk 

out a plan,” said Deputy 
Fire Officer, Bhubaneswar 
Abani Swain. Additional 
DCP Bhubaneswar Prakash 
Chandra Pal said that Muk-
tikant Biswal has been taken 
to the hospital for a medical 
examination. Further details 
are awaited. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GOVT PRESSES ALERT BUTTON, SAYS COVID 
NOT OVER YET
Rajesh Bhushan on Wednesday in a letter to States and 
Union Territories had said that in view of the sudden spurt 
of cases being witnessed in Japan, USA, Korea, Brazil and 
China, it is essential to gear up whole genome sequencing of 
positive case samples to track variants through the Indian 
SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) network. 
India has reported 129 fresh infections over the last 24 hours 
and the number of active cases currently stands at 3,408. 
One death was recorded over the last 24 hours -- taking the 
total to 5,30,677.

According to Hong Kong Post, people in China are report-
ing countless cases of Covid-19 around them, despite the 
official count being around 2,000 a day. 

Expressing concern over the spurt in Covid-19 cases in 
China, former Indian diplomat KP Fabian on Tuesday said, 
“Over 60 per cent of China and 10 per cent of the world 
population is likely to be infected with Covid and millions 
may die.” 

Speaking on China expecting a massive surge in coronavi-
rus cases, he said, “There are some reports. What will you 
say on China? Well, when you speak of 10% of the world 
population, which is about 8 billion, which means 10% is 
800 million, which is a very big number. Now of course I 
don’t have the expertise to say whether it is right or wrong, I 
don’t want to say that. But it seems that with China’s method 
of fighting Covid, something has gone wrong with it. Seri-
ously, their vaccine is not that good and they refuse to get 
the better vaccine or to improve their own vaccine, though 
something has been done, but not enough.” 

FOUR CASES OF LATEST COVID VARIATION 
REPORTED IN INDIA IN 6 MONTHS
in India. As a precautionary measure, the government has 
from Wednesday restarted random sampling of interna-
tional passengers at airports across the country for Covid.

“Random sampling of international passengers for Co-
vid19 has started at airports in the country from today,” a 
source told news agency. 

Surat Municipal Commissioner Banchhanidhi Pani said a 
woman with travel history to America was found BF.7 vari-
ant positive on 18 November in Vadodara. “She recovered 
after home isolation and her condition is normal. There is no 
need to panic, situations are under control,” the official said. 

GOVT RESTARTS RANDOM SAMPLING  
AT AIRPORTS
“There are currently 10 different variants of Covid-19 in 
the country, with the latest variant being BF.7. At present 
various variants of Omicron are spreading in the country 
and Delta variant can still be seen in the country,” said the 
sources. 

HEALTH MINISTRY TO RAHUL: FOLLOW  
COVID PROTOCOL OR POSTPONE YATRA
Rajasthan and Karnataka. There has been no advisory from 

the Centre to states of late except the one issued yesterday 
on genome sequencing,” said Jairam Ramesh on behalf of 
the AICC.  

The Congress leader also hit out at the Centre alleging that 
in March 2020 the Modi government delayed the imposi-
tion of the lockdown by at least a week to enable the toppling 
of the Congress government in Madhya Pradesh. 

“It also bears recall that in March 2020, the Modi Govern-
ment delayed the imposition of the lockdown by at least a 
week to enable the toppling of the Congress government in 
Madhya Pradesh,” he said. 

“Public health is far too serious an issue on which to play 
party politics. If there is a protocol for gatherings Bharat 
Jodo Yatra will abide by it undoubtedly,” he added. 

Reacting furiously to the Health Ministry’s letter, Congress 
Leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury raised a counter question 
to Mansukh Mandaviya asking whether Covid protocols 
were followed during PM Modi’s election rallies during As-
sembly elections in Gujarat and Himachal. 

“I think Mansukh Mandaviya is not liking Rahul Gan-
dhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra but people are liking it and joining 
it. Mandaviya has been deputed to divert the public’s atten-
tion,” Chowdhury said.

LOGJAM IN PARLIAMENT CONTINUES,  
SONIA SAYS NEED TO KNOW THE REALITY 
Congress’ remembers Mahatma Gandhi. First, they should 
study what we lost and gained and how we lost permanent 
membership at UNSC during their grand old leader Pt. JL 
Nehru’s rule,” Joshi told news agency.  

Earlier in the day Congress MPs Manickam Tagore and 
Manish Tewari gave Adjournment Motion notice in Lok 
Sabha to discuss the border situation with China.

At Congress Parliamentary Party (CPP) meeting held on 
Wednesday at Parliament’s Central Hall, Sonia Gandhi ex-
pressed concerns over Chinese transgression. 

Sonia Gandhi who is the chairperson of the CPP said, “The 
continuing incursions by China on our border is a matter of 
serious concern. The whole nation stands with our vigilant 
soldiers who repelled these attacks under difficult condi-
tions. The Government, however, stubbornly refuses to 
allow a discussion on the issue in Parliament. As a result, 
Parliament, political parties and the people remain ignorant 
of the true situation on the ground.” 

The Congress MP said that the Government has been stub-
bornly refusing a discussion on LAC discussion in Parlia-
ment and emphasized that a debate strengthens national 
response.

She said that when facing “a significant national chal-
lenge,” it has been the tradition to bring Parliament into 
confidence. “A debate can shed light on several critical ques-
tions. Why is China emboldened to continually attack us? 
What preparations have been made to repel these attacks, 
and what more needs to be done? What is the Government’s 
policy to deter China from future incursions? Given that we 
continue to have a severe trade deficit with China, importing 
far more than we export, why is there no economic response 
to China’s military hostility? What is the government’s dip-
lomatic outreach to the global community? A frank discus-
sion strengthens the nation’s response. It is the duty of the 

government of the day to inform the public and explain its 
policies and actions,” she said.

IAF DEPLOYMENT ALONG CHINA BORDER 
FOR SPECIALIST OPERATIONS 
there is any requirement,” IAF officials told news agency. 
The deployment of these troops on the LAC has been there 
since 2020 soon after the Indian Air Force deployed itself 
in an aggressive manner to counter the Chinese aggression 
in the region. 
News agency while visiting the Garud Regimental Training 
Centre saw the new weapons and equipment being provid-
ed by the Air Force to its Garud commandos. 
“The latest weapons like Sig Sauer, AK-series assault rifles 
along with the Israeli Tavor rifles and their different vari-
ants,” the officials said. 
The troops also have the Negev light machine guns along 
with the Galil sniper rifles which can take out enemy troops 
from a range of 800-1000 metres. 
The Garuds used the Negev LMG in the famous Rakht Ha-
jin operations in Jammu and Kashmir where five terrorists 
were killed by the Garud team and Corporal Jyoti Prakash 
Nirala was awarded the Ashok Chakra posthumously. 

‘NOT YOUR SERVANT’: INDIGO CREW IN A 
VERBAL SPAT WITH  PASSENGER ON-BOARD
went viral on social media on Wednesday issued a state-
ment. “We are aware of the incident that took place on flight 
6E 12 from Istanbul to Delhi on December 16, 2022,” it said. 
The airline said that the issue was related to meals chosen 
by certain passengers travelling via a codeshare connection. 
“IndiGo is cognizant of the needs of its customers and it is 
our constant endeavour to provide a courteous and hassle-
free experience to our customers,” the airline said in its 
statement. 

“We are looking into the incident and would like to assure 
that customers’ comfort has always been our top priority. 
We are committed to providing the best experience at all 
times,” the statement added. 

DENSE FOG ENGULFS LARGE PARTS OF 
NORTH INDIA
“Visibility recorded (0830 IST)(metre): 25- Amritsar, His-
sar, Ganganagar, Pantnagar, Bareilly, Bahraich, Gorakhpur; 
50- Ludhiana, Karnal, Churu, Varanasi, Patna, Purnea, 
Agartala; 200- Ambala, Bhiwani, Lucknow & Fursatganj; 
500- Mandi, Chandigarh, Rohtak, Safdarjung, Palam, Sul-
tanpur, Gaya & Dhubri,” IMD tweeted. 

Earlier on Wednesday, India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) predicted the continuation of a dense layer of 
fog from Punjab and Northwest Rajasthan to East Uttar 
Pradesh across Haryana. 

“INSAT 3D RAPID Satellite imagery shows a continuation 
of Dense fog layer from Punjab and Northwest Rajasthan 
to East UP across Haryana. Gray circled cloud patch, over 
central parts of West UP, is Medium & High clouds associ-
ated with middle tropospheric level westerly trough and the 
fog layer lies below it,” IMD tweeted.

“Visibility (meter) recorded at 0530 hrs IST today: Amrit-
sar-25, Bhatinda-0, Ganganagar-25, Ambala-50, Bareilly-25, 
Bahraich-50, Varanasi-50,” IMD added. 

SEVEN SCHOOL STUDENTS KILLED IN  
MANIPUR IN BUS ACCIDENT 
for an annual study tour in two buses,” they said while 
adding that one bus was arranged for male students and 
non-teaching staff, and another for the girl students. 

Locals said that the driver of one of the buses carrying 
girl students lost control over the wheels at a sharp turn 
near Leimatak in-between Joujangtek and Tubul and the 
bus turned turtle. 

“There were around 48 women including students and 
teachers on board in the ill-fated bus,” said sources. 

Five students died on the spot while others succumbed 
to death while being treated at Bishnupur district hospital, 
they said. Those injured in the accident were immediately 
rushed to the hospitals in Imphal in available vans and 
other vehicles. Nine ambulances also reportedly reached 
the spot. 

Locals of the area including villagers and passers-by had 
a hard time trying to rescue those stuck inside the bus. As 
videos of villagers helplessly trying to rescue those inside 
the bus were shared on social media. 

At least 26 injured students, teachers and school staff 
were admitted to a hospital in Imphal and the condition 
of six remained critical and have been admitted to the ICU. 
“Fourteen students are undergoing treatment at RIMS 
hospital,” they said. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced ex-gra-
tia of Rs 2 Lakhs to the next kin of the deceased and Rs. 
50,000 to those injured in the accident. Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh, Health Minister Sapam Ranjan and other 
top government officials MLAs and Ministers visited Raj 
Medicity and RIMS where the injured were undergoing 
treatment.
“Anguished by the loss of lives in Manipur’s Noney dis-
trict due to a tragic bus accident. My thoughts are with 
the bereaved families. I hope the injured recover soon. The 
Manipur government is providing all possible assistance 
to those affected,” the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) said 
in a tweet. 
“An ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh from Prime Minister’s National 
Relief Fund (PMNRF) would be given to the next of kin 
of each deceased in the bus accident. The injured would 
be given Rs50,000: PM @narendramodi,” the PMO said.

CRIMINALS WILL BE BEHIND BARS NO MAT-
TER HOW BIG THEY ARE: AMIT SHAH  
probe. Even the National Investigation Agency (NIA) can 
help the states if the probe needs to be conducted outside 
the country,” he added. 

Shah also reiterated the Centre’s zero-tolerance policy 
against drug abuse. “Our government policy is very clear: 
those consuming drugs are victims. We should be sensitive 
towards them and give victims a conducive atmosphere for 
their rehabilitation. But those involved in drug trafficking 
should not be spared,” he said.
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CAR FALLS INTO 
GOMTI RIVER, 
2 RESCUED, 2  
MISSING
LUCKNOW: Two of four 
people were rescued 
after a car fell down 
into the Gomti river in 
Lucknow, near the river-
front, on Tuesday night. 
The incident happened 
near the Mahanagar 
Police Station area, 
opposite the Baikunth 
Dham riverfront. The 
car, which was headed 
to Vikas Nagar, fell into 
the river after skidding 
off the road. The police 
along with National Di-
saster Response Force 
(NDRF) and State Disas-
ter Response Response 
Force (SDRF) personnel 
reached the spot and the 
rescue operation was 
launched. 

EVENT IN AIIMS 
ON ‘ANEMIA FREE 
INDIA’ 
NEW DELHI: The event 
was organised by Na-
tional Centre of Excel-
lence and Advanced 
Research on Anemia 
Control INCEAR-A), 
AIMS, New Delhi in as-
sociation with Pediatric 
and Adolescent Nutrition 
(PAN) Society, Indian 
Association for Ado-
lescent Health (AAH), 
Indian Academy of 
Pediatrics (AP), indian 
Public Health Acrocia-
tion (IPHA) and UNICEF, 
India, NCEAR-A is tech-
nical support unit estab-
lished by Government of 
India as part of Anema 
Mukt Bharat (AMB) at 
Centre for Community 
Medicine (CCM). 

DOLPHIN CENSUS 
BEGINS IN CHILIKA, 
18 TEAMS ENGAGED
BHUBANESHWAR: 
The annual census of 
dolphins inhabiting 
along brackish water 
bodies of Chilika lake 
began on Wednesday. 
The annual exercise 
started at 6 am and will 
continue till 2 pm. As 
per official sources, 18 
teams comprising se-
nior officials of the State 
Forest department and 
wildlife experts have 
been roped in to con-
duct the dolphin census 
at Chilika. As many as 
three to six members 
have been deployed in 
each team. Local volun-
teers and members of 
the Motor Boat Associa-
tion are also involved 
in the annual exercise 
which will be carried 
on for three days. Boat 
ferrying in the lake was 
prohibited till 2 pm to-
day to facilitate smooth 
census work.

GUJARAT CM 
CALLS ON 
RAJNATH SINGH IN 
NEW DELHI
NEW DELHI: The newly 
sworn-in Chief Minister 
of Gujarat Bhupendra 
Patel on Wednesday paid 
a courtesy visit to the 
Defence Minister of India, 
Rajnath Singh, in New 
Delhi. During the visit, Ra-
jnath Singh extended his 
best wishes to the Gujarat 
CM for the historic victory 
in the Gujarat elections 
and for the state's overall 
development. Bhupendra 
Patel took to his social 
media to share the photos 
from the meeting.

TOP OF THE DAY
UNETHICAL

The National Commis-
sion for the Protec-
tion of Child Rights 

(NCPCR) has claimed that 
the edtech company Byju's 
is allegedly purchasing the 
phone numbers of kids and 
their parents and threaten-
ing them that their future 
will be ruined if they do not 
buy courses from it.

"We came to know how 
Byju's buying phone num-
bers of children and their 
parents, rigorously follow-
ing them and threatening 
them that their future will 
be ruined. They're target-
ing first-generation learn-
ers. We'll initiate action and 
if need be will make report 
and write to government," 
NCPCR Chairperson Pri-

yank Kanoongo told the me-
dia on Tuesday. Last week 
on Friday, the commission 
issued a summons to Byju's 
CEO Byju Raveendran ask-
ing him to appear in person 
on 23 December over alleged 
malpractice of hard selling 
and mis-selling of its courses 
for students.

The Commission took ac-

tion based on a news report 
that the sales team of BYJU'S 
was indulging in malprac-
tices to lure parents to buy 
their courses for their chil-
dren.

"As the Commission has 
come across a news article 
wherein it has been pointed 
out that the sales team of 
BYJU'S is indulging in mal-

practices to lure parents to 
buy their courses for their 
children. lt has also been 
mentioned in the news re-
port that some customers 
have also claimed that they 
were exploited and deceived, 
and had put their savings 
and futures in jeopardy," the 
NCPCR said in a statement.

The Commission further 
said that the news report 
further alleged that BYJU'S 
has been actively tricking 
customers to enter into loan-
based agreements for cours-
es which may not be refund-
ed if customers wished to do 
so, the statement said.

The article further claims 
that the ed-tech platform 
has been receiving many 
complaints from the par-
ents but had not been doing 
anything about it, the child 
rights panel said.
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BYJU'S 'BUYING' PHONE NUMBERS, 
'THREATENING' PARENTS: NCPCR
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DEMONSTRATION

CONTRACT HEALTH WORKERS PROTEST BY 
EATING STRAW IN MP'S GUNA

Contract health workers, who 
have been staging an indefi-
nite strike demanding their 
regularisation were seen re-
sorting to eating straw as a 
mark of protest against the 
government in MP's Guna 
district.

The health workers have 
been staging an indefinite 
strike at the gate of Shastri 
Park outside the district hos-
pital from December 15 for 
demanding their regularisa-
tion. On Tuesday, President 
of contractual health staff, 
Mukesh Maurya told the me-
dia , "We ate straw as a mark 
of protest to highlight that 
our wages are very low sal-

ary which gets over within 
15 days. It becomes very dif-
ficult to maintain the family. 
We started the protest from 15 
December  and will continue it 

till our demand of regularisa-
tion gets complete.We are sen-
sitive people, we do not want 
to strike but we are forced to 
stage the strike due to the poli-

cies of the administration."
Contract health worker 

Abha Saxena said, "There 
are many vacant places and 
we can be accommodated on 
those posts. They started get-
ting allowances like regular-
ised but we have been work-
ing for the last 20 years in the 
hope of being regularised.A 
policy was being formed in 
2018 which is yet to be imple-
mented. Our only request 
from the government is that 
we be regularised. The in-
definite strike will continue 
till our demands get fulfilled. 
During Covid-19 pandemic 
many health workers sacri-
ficed their lives but we are 
forced to go on strike because 
the government is not fulfill-
ing our demands."
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UPSC PROTEST ROW

Police release protestors demanding 
extra attempt to clear UPSC exam

Delhi Police on Wednesday 
released a group of UPSC 
aspirants, detained at Ra-
jinder Nagar Police Station 
for protesting in the Old Ra-
jinder Nagar area demanding 
an extra attempt to clear the 
Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC) exam.

The protesters were re-
leased on Tuesday night it-
self, informed police. Earlier 
on Tuesday around 7:00 pm 
a group of 60-70 UPSC as-
pirants hit the streets with 
posters and banners at Bada 

Bazaar, Old Rajender Nagar  
against the government for 
the grant of more attempts 
in the civil services exam.

"The protesting group had 
applied for a No Objection 
Certificate (NOC)/permis-

sion to protest, which was 
rejected," the police said.

After receiving information 
about the protest, announce-
ments were made using loud 
hailers asking the protesters 
to disperse. At this, the group 

became aggressive and start-
ed raising slogans against the 
Department of Personnel and 
Training (DoPT). Despite re-
peated attempts to assuage 
the protestors, they contin-
ued to hold their ground. 
They arranged for mattresses 
and began a sit-in protest in 
the presence of the media," 
Delhi Police said, adding that 
subsequently, additional staff 
was called and the protes-
tors including women were 
removed from the protest 
site and about 40 protestors 
were detained at PS Rajender 
Nagar under S 65 DP Act and 
later on released.
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ACTION

UP: Two booked 
for 'forced religious' 
conversion 

Sitapur Police on Tuesday 
filed an FIR against 2 per-
sons in a case of alleged 
forced religious conversion 
in Uttar Pradesh.

According to the police, 
2 Indians and four Brazil 
nationals organised a pro-
gramme in Shahbajpur 
Village and allegedly lured 
people to change their reli-
gion. Additional SP (South) 
said the police have sought 
arrangements to send Bra-
zilians back to their country.

Further investigation is 
also underway in the case.

In October this year, Uttar 
Pradesh Police had lodged 
an FIR against nine people 
for alleged forced conver-
sions to Christianity in 
Meerut.

The complaint was regis-

tered under sections of the 
UP Prohibition of Unlawful 
Conversion of Religion Act.

In another earlier in-
stance, Rajasthan minister 
Pratap Khachariyawas had 
said the government was 
probing the alleged assault 
on a Dalit family in a vil-
lage of Baran district of the 
state after reports emerged 
that some people from the 
community had converted 
to Buddhism following the 
incident.

"If any poor, backward 
or Dalit faces any kind of 
crime, it is our responsi-
bility is to raise our voice 
against that. We are getting 
the matter investigated," 
Khachariyawas had said 
earlier, after reports that 
250 people of the Dalit 
community in Baran had 
allegedly converted to Bud-
dhism. 

AAI SAYS 

'Ayodhya Airport will reflect 
idea, spirit of Ram Temple'

The Airports Authority of 
India on Wednesday said 
that the design of the Ayod-
hya airport would be based 
on the idea and spirit of the 
Ram Mandir, invoking a sense 
of spirituality.

"To cater to the needs of the 
local population as well as 
pilgrims and provide direct 
connectivity to Ayodhya -the 
important religious destina-
tion, the Airports Authority 
of India has undertaken the 
work of development of the 
airport for Civil flight opera-
tions," the airport authority 
said in a statement adding 
that the design of the airport 

will reflect the idea and spirit 
of Ram Mandir, invoking a 
sense of spirituality and cre-
ating a sense of place for all 
passengers arriving and de-
parting from the airport.

According to the statement 
by AAI, the airport develop-
ment project worth Rs 242 Cr 
includes the construction of 
a terminal building and the 
development of airside facili-
ties like widening and amp; 
expansion of the runway, etc.

"The new terminal build-
ing with a total area of 6000 
square meters is being de-
signed to serve 300 passen-
gers during peak hours with 
an annual handling capacity 
of six lakh passengers, the 
authority said. The roof of 

the terminal is proposed to 
be adorned with Shikharas, 
of varying heights to convey a 
sense of grandeur to the struc-
ture. Along with the varying 
shikharas, the terminal will 
have decorative columns 
displaying important events 
from the story of Ramayana 
pictorially. The building will 
shine aesthetically and func-
tionally, displaying a perfect 
mix of local architecture with 
a modern architectural note.

The building also incor-
porates environmentally re-
sponsive systems that reduce 
the consumption of energy 
and improve overall efficiency 
using skylights, solar power 
systems, and efficient rainwa-
ter harvesting .

Contract healthworkers protesting by eating straw in MP. 

EVALUATION
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J-K Police reviews security of Mata 
Vaishno Devi temple ahead of New Year

Jammu and Kashmir Police 
on Wednesday conducted a 
security review of Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Shrine at Ka-
tra.

Deputy Inspector General, 
Udhampur-Reasi Range 
Mohd Suleman Choudhary 
held a security review meet-
ing of Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi Shrine at Katra. The 
meeting was attended by 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Reasi Amit Gupta, 
Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) Commandant, Su-
perintendent of Police, Ka-

tra, SDPO Katra and officers 
from the Army, Crime Inves-
tigation Department (CID), 
Traffic and district special 
branch. The DIG reviewed 
every security drill of the 
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine, 
yatra route, safety and se-
curity of pilgrims visiting 
to pay obeisance to the holy 
shrine on a daily basis.

The DSP further directed 
to conduct a joint security 
drill with Central Armed Po-
lice Force (CAPF) and other 
intelligence agencies for the 
security of the shrine.

He further stressed upon 
verification and census of 
migrants in and around Ka-

tra town, pony porters and 
others in the towns to check 
the entry of any suspicious 
element in the area. He di-
rected to regularly check the 
hotels and other residential 
accommodations on a ran-
dom basis for verification of 
the character and anteced-
ents of the person visiting 
there.

The DIG also reviewed the 
attempts to revive terror-
ism in parts of district Reasi, 
directed all concerned offi-
cers to revisit the list of over 
ground workers (OGW) of 
the police stations, moni-
toring of social media sites 
including Facebook, What-

sapp etc to curb the new pat-
tern of radicalization.

Officer especially stressed 
upon the safety and security 
of huge numbers of pilgrims 
visiting the shrine in the 
coming days and on Decem-
ber 31 in view of the New 
Year and directed the officers 
and officials to work with 
cooperation and coordina-
tion to avoid any untoward 
incident.

Meeting ended with a note 
on coordination and cooper-
ation between all the security 
forces and intelligence agen-
cies deployed for the safety of 
pilgrims and the security of 
the Shrine. 
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ALLEGATIONS

POWERFUL GROUPS PROMOTING 
TERROR ACTIVITIES IN KERALA: BJP

BJP's Kerala Vice President 
K.S. Radhakrishnan has hit 
out at the ruling LDF-led 
government as well as the 
previous UDF regime in the 
state for promoting terror-
ism by failing to act against 
the Popular Front of India 
(PFI), which has been pro-
scribed by the Centre.

"There's an unfortunate 
situation in Kerala, both the 
LDF and the UDF govern-
ments keep unanimity in 
promoting terrorism. Eco-
nomically, socially and reli-
giously powerful groups are 
promoting terrorism. The 

Kerala Police doing nothing 
against the PFI, they're pro-
viding them help," the BJP 
leader said. "A strong group 
is promoting terror activities 
in Kerala and getting finan-
cial assistance from abroad. 
The government in Kerala 

instead of curbing them, is 
providing facilities for the 
terror group," Radhakrish-
nan said.

Attributing the upsurge of 
media and printing houses 
in Kerala post-1980, Rad-
hakrishnan said, "Jamaat-
e-Islami publically admitted 
that they got money to estab-
lish groups of media in Ker-
ala with the help of Islamic 
funding."

Giving a background to the 
activities of PFI in Kerala, he 
stated that these parties re-
main unopposed in Kerala.

"PFI has been assisted by 
popular members of the LDF 
and the UDF," Radhakrish-
nan said.

NCPCR Chief Priyank Kanoongo

HENIOUS

3 JUVENILES STAB 
CLINIC OWNER IN 
DELHI, HELD
TDG NETWORK  
NEW DELHI

Delhi Police on Wednesday 
apprehended three juvenile 
boys, accused of stabbing a 
person in North East Delhi.
"On Monday around 6:00 
am Sonu alias, Taajudin was 
sitting in his clinic, at A-156 
Jhuggi Daya Basti in North-
East Delhi, wherein one mi-
nor boy came to get exchange 
his mobile phone for Rs five 
hundred. On the victim's de-
nial, the minor along with his 
two associates (all juvenile) 
stabbed Sonu's vital organs 
and flee,"  Police said. In the 
response to the incident, 
Delhi Police registered an FIR 
at Sarai Rohilla Police Station 
on Tuesday against the juve-
nile boys under sections of the 
IPC and launched a probe. 
A  team from Sarai Rohilla 
Police Station deployed se-
cret informers and searched 
CCTV footage.
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IN UTTAR PRADESH 

RESOLUTION OF 'AVIRAL-NIRMAL' GANGA 
WILL BE FULFILLED BEFORE 2025: CM YOGI

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Wednes-
day said that the resolution 
of 'Aviral-Nirmal' Ganga will 
be fulfilled before Prayagraj 
Kumbh 2025.

CM Yogi gave necessary 
guidelines while reviewing 
the implementation of the 
'Namami Gange' project on 
Wednesday, informed the 
government through a re-
lease on Wednesday. The 
meeting of the second Na-
tional Ganga Council is pro-
posed on 30 December.

"The river Ganges is a 
unique gift of nature to Ut-
tar Pradesh. The river cov-
ers a significant part of Ut-
tar Pradesh. It is the central 
point of our faith and the 
economy's mainstay," said 
the statement.

Satisfactory results have 
been achieved in the ongo-
ing 'Namami Gange Project' 
under the guidance of the 
Prime Minister with the re-
solve to make Ganga and its 
tributaries 'Aviral-Nirmal' as 
per the statement. People's 
cooperation is also being 
received in the Central and 
State governments' cam-

paign to clean Ganga and its 
tributaries. Today, dolphins 
have returned to the river 
Ganges, and technology is 
being used to clean the wa-
ter bodies.

Before the commencement 
of Prayagraj Kumbh 2025, 
the resolve to make Maa 
Ganga Aviral-Nirmal will 
have to be fulfilled. The pro-
cess of installation of STPs to 
save the rivers from sewage 
dirt and toxic water should 
be expedited.

The first meeting of the 
National Ganga Council was 
held in Kanpur under the 
chairmanship of the PM.

BJP's Kerala Vice President 
K.S. Radhakrishnan.

UPSC aspirants protesting in demand of an extra attempt.
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India has been taking a 
positive and active ap-
proach to pushing for 

peace in Ukraine. It along 
with other goodwill countries 
are trying to get the belliger-
ent parties to seriously ne-
gotiate ending the war. But 
has this war entered a stage 
where such efforts by New 
Delhi are evermore becoming 
largely wasted on these two 
parties? Two sides which are 
decidedly determined to fight 
and destroy to the bitter end 
in a largely European war far 
outside the Indian subconti-
nent?

It is also a war that may be 
more containable in causing 
uncontrolled and massive 
spin-off damage to India, 
itself. After all, the former 
US Secretary of State, John 
Kerry, now characterizes 
this conflict as having only 
a small risk of turning into a 
nuclear one. And one ever-
more unlikely turning into 
a global war with extreme 
universal fallout given US 
President Biden’s stated in-
tentions not to have a con-

frontation with China. And 
one where NATO has shown 
continuous constraint not to 
take Moscow head-on.

Quite rightly, though, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and foreign minister 
S. Jaishankar have said this 
should not be an era of war. 
Consistently, India’s message 
these days is one of inclusive-
ness and peace. Themes that 
India as chair of both the G20 
this year and the UN Secu-
rity Council are well placed 
to promote.

Yet, if such parties as NATO 
and hardline elements in 
Russia are determined to 
“abuse” sincere efforts by the 
likes of India to push peace, 
what is left for India to do?

For one thing, India is 
smartly putting larger efforts 
in practical ways to mitigate 
the domestic fallout from 
the conflict, be it on energy 
to food and beyond with re-
gards to its own citizens. This 
may be a better place to fo-
cus. This includes stepping 
up purchases of price dis-
counted Russian energy and 
fertilizer which are helping 
to reduce the suffering of its 
population and to keep its en-
ergy and overall agricultural 
and industrial sectors from 
not faltering so much. In a 
country that has still deep 
pockets of poverty, underem-
ployment and uncomfortable 
inflation, its “even-handed” 
stance towards Moscow is 
practical, not only morally 

just. The practicality of its 
partnership with the United 
States in the Quad along 
with Japan and Australia 
is also appropriate. For this 
Indo-Pacific cooperation is 
particularly relevant given 
the skirmishes and damag-
es relating to China’s incur-
sions over India’s borders, 
recently and in past years 
and even previous decades. 
Such a balanced geopolitical 
approach, therefore needs to 
be maintained. It should not 
be permitted to be compro-
mised by current and likely 
future developments by the 
war in Europe.

However, it may be time, 
indeed to take further stock 
of the growing realities of 
this conflict battled out in 
Ukraine. An analogy is a 
well-meaning third party 
(India) trying to reconcile a 
troubled couple, (the West/
Ukraine vs Russia). And that 
it has no favourites but a se-
rious interest in both doing 
well, though it may have to 
come to a sad understanding. 
That the “couple” has such ir-
reconcilable differences and 
such high levels of mutual 
distrust, that nothing India 
and others in the South can 
do will bridge their hard dif-
ferences. That the best India 
must do now is to minimize 
the geopolitical and overall 
fallout from this war and 
manoeuvre around it from 
pulling India down into an 
abyss, too.

Some may argue, on the 
other hand that these divi-
sions are not so hard as I 
characterize. After all, Presi-
dent Macron of France with 
a certain degree of support 
from Germany is talking up 
security guarantees for Rus-
sia. Thus, positive players like 
India should continue trying 
to promote peace between 
the two? I argue, however, 

that such an approach by 
the South including from 
the likes of India may have 
reached a stage of near ex-
haustion in bringing about 
tangible conflict resolution if 
not leading to a sense of futil-
ity. The path to peace is not 
helped either by the strong 
resistance to Macron’s peace 
ideas by Poland, the Baltics 
and Slovakia.

This all must be put into 
important historical con-
texts. Some in the West have 
well argued that with Russia 
largely tearing up the Buda-
pest memorandum on being 
a guarantor of Ukrainian sov-
ereignty in the exchange of 
Ukraine getting rid of its nu-
clear warheads, was a major 
breach in trust building. This 
breach may have been even 
exceeded by the duplicitous 
signing of the Minsk accords 
by Germany and Ukraine, 
with the subsequent admis-
sion that these two parties 
that they had no intention to 
implement what would have 
been a cornerstone for peace 
in Ukraine.

So here is how it will likely 
go. It is highly unlikely that 
there will be any security 
agreement as Macron con-
ceptualized. The warring 
sides are just too far apart. 
It may take a whole new 
Russia, even overall cultur-
ally for suitable atmospherics 
and sufficient trust to be re-
established. Peace would also 
not likely come about if Pu-
tin were to exit the Russian 
leadership as some simplistic 
analysis has been made by a 
former US ambassador to 
Moscow. Russian war policy 
is not simply only a singular 
extension of the current 
Kremlin head.

In fact, there is a real dan-
ger that Russia may be now 
thinking that Ukraine will 
never be truly neutral. Or 

even thinking that NATO 
will never succumb to Mos-
cow’s strongly held view that 
this alliance should cease 
expanding its membership 
including among countries 
bordering it or near it. Swe-
den and Finland to soon join 
NATO in all likelihood is the 
proof on the ground that if 
anything, Brussels will even 
accelerate that expansion 
and certainly not stop it. 
And in that sense Ukraine’s 
application to join NATO will 
likely go forward though not 
necessarily quickly. So what 
is in it for Moscow to listen to 
peace-maker, India?

Russia must also now 
consider that Ukraine will 
be evermore armed to the 
teeth with an evermore 
well-trained army and bet-
ter trained population to 
provide costly resistance to 
any possible future march 
by Moscow on Kiev. In ef-
fect, Ukraine has as close 
enough a guarantee of its 
security now over 85 per-
cent of its original territory. 
And whatever NATO does in 
Ukraine, for the most part, a 
nuclear Russia still with a 
large-sized conventional 
military is unassailable on 
its own territory. Moscow 
may be prepared to live with 
that reality. But signing a 
peace agreement with Kiev 
seems worse under Kiev’s 
proposal of insisting all for-
mer Ukrainian territory, now 
under Moscow’s control and/
or “imagined” jurisdiction be 
given up.

Unless Ukraine radically 
changes its position—or 
Moscow, which has little 
good reason to do so given 
its thinking—India and other 
such parties should not put 
much into their efforts to 
bring these parties to a peace.

Russia, I continue to argue 
does not even need security 

agreements from Europe, 
nor would likely trust Eu-
ropean signatures. Besides, 
it is too well armed to the 
teeth overall, especially with 
nuclear weapons. Some of 
which it can bring by sub-
marines close to Washing-
ton and New York City, for 
example giving the US only 
a few minutes to shoot them 
down. But with the distinct 
possibility that at least one 
devastating warhead would 
get through wiping out the 
western world’s financial 
capital and/or much of the 
decision making capacity 
in Washington, the centre 
piece of NATO and Europe’s 
defence.

On Europe’s side, it knows 
Washington is committed to 
Article 4 and 5 which spells 
out an attack on one NATO 
member can be considered 
an attack on all. Hence, any 
Moscow attack would also 
likely evoke a highly conse-
quential response far from 
positive to Russian existen-
tial interests.

Thus, the war will continue 
in Ukraine and/or its stale-
mate will cement the existing 
security as described above—
even if far from an ideal se-
curity? India can likely do 
little to stop this. But beyond 
that, India, has a duty given 
its growing geopolitical clout, 
record of restraint to avoid 
getting into useless, end-
less wars and its leadership 
against terrorism to keep 
pushing for a global culture 
of inclusiveness and peace. 
Who knows, such construc-
tive ideas and G20 leadership 
by India may help penetrate, 
one day those leaders’ minds 
and spirits too easily invested 
in war.
Peter Dash is an educator and 
former Associate of Harvard 
University who has written wide-
ly on peace and development.

India’s peace bid on 
Europe’s ‘pro-war wall’
India is smartly putting larger efforts in practical ways to mitigate the domestic 
fallout from the Russia-Ukraine conflict, be it on energy to food and beyond.

MUDSLINGING MATCHES

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR

“The days when Afghanistan was used by others 
as “strategic depth” are over and the world com-
munity must ensure that Afghan soil is not used 
by United Nations (UN)-designated terror groups 
such as Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed (JeM) for planning terrorist acts.” With 
this statement during a meeting on Afghanistan 
at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) on 
Tuesday, India in fact delivered a sharp and much-
needed message for Pakistan. While making these 
remarks at this special meeting on Afghanistan 
at the UNSC, Indian top diplomat Sanjay Varma, 
secretary (West) in the Ministry of External Af-
fairs, may not have taken names of any countries 
but there was hardly any doubt about the fact that 
he was referring to 
Pakistan only. The 
US, the UK, Germa-
ny, France, Japan, 
Russia, Italy and 
other significant 
powers of the world 
cannot deny the fact 
that Pakistan’s army 
leadership followed 
a policy of using Af-
ghan soil as “strate-
gic depth’ for a long 
period of time. It is 
common knowledge 
also that Pakistan’s 
military leadership along with the country’s intel-
ligence agency ISI has always used the Afghan soil 
to promote Islamabad’s anti-India agenda. Indian 
projects in Afghanistan were targeted from time to 
time by the terrorists at the behest of state actors 
in Pakistan which has always been averse to New 
Delhi’s presence in Kabul even for welfare works 
for the common people of the war-torn country. 
This is exactly, the Indian diplomat Sanjay Varma 
and India’s Permanent Representative Ruchira 
Kamboj highlighted in a veiled reference to Paki-
stan. It was the right and timely appeal that the In-
dian diplomats made to the global community as 
well to ensure that the Afghan soil is not used by 
UN-designated terror groups such as LeT and JeM 
for planning terror acts. Obviously, these two ter-
ror organisations are involved in anti-India activi-
ties. So, if Pakistan is behind these outfits, the na-
tions such as the US, the UK, Italy, France, etc. are 
duty-bound to see that Afghanistan does not turn 
into a safe haven for these terrorist organisations.  

India has rightly used the forum of UN to deliver 
the blunt message to Pakistan whose Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari not only tried to play 
victim card on the issue of terrorism last week, but 
also made uncivilised remarks against Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi. The Indian diplomats sent 
out a signal in a categorical manner that India is 
not going to reduce or scale down its welfare ac-
tivities in Afghanistan as humanitarian issues are 
of paramount importance for it.  The Indian mis-
sion in Kabul would continue to perform its duties 
on these fronts no matter what.

On Bilawal’s victim card, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar’s observations were quite apt 
and suitable. Jaishankar had rightly invoked for-
mer US Secretary Hillary Clinton’s snake analogy 
to back his argument against Pakistan as a breed-
ing ground for terrorism. More than a decade ago, 
Clinton during her visit to Pakistan said that if 
you have snakes in your backyard, you can’t ex-
pect them to bite only your neighbours. Eventu-
ally they will bite the people who keep them in the 
backyard. Recalling these remarks from Hillary, 
Jaishankar pointed out that Pakistan is not great 
at taking good advice. The Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment in Pakistan looked to be quite irked at Jais-
hankar calling a spade a spade.

Now the question being asked in every global 
quarter is whether Pakistan has ever fought the 
real enemy within—the terrorism. The rulers in 
Islamabad have always been involved in divert-
ing the focus of the global community away from 
terrorism emanating from Pakistan’s soil. The 
state actors in Pakistan always supported ter-
rorists based in Afghanistan too, where the dete-
riorating situation continues to worry the world 
community even today. The role of Pakistan in 
all that Afghanistan is facing will continue to be 
questioned. The Indian diplomat also underlined 
it, asserting that “the days when Afghanistan was 
used by others as strategic depth are over, and 
that such skewed approaches have only brought 
misery to the people of Afghanistan and mayhem 
in the region. In what is also a clear message for 
Pakistan and other powers inimical to New Delhi, 
Varma said, “India’s priorities include providing 
humanitarian aid for the Afghan people, forma-
tion of a truly inclusive and representative govern-
ment, combating terrorism and drug trafficking, 
and preserving the rights of women, children and 
minorities.”

T. BRAJESH

perspective
AT UNSC MEET

INDIA’S SHARp 
MESSAGE oN pAK 
RoLE IN SpoILING 
AfGHANISTAN

Flipping through the pages of 
history, one comes to know 
about puppets and hand-
maidens working all the way 
to reach the pinnacles of suc-
cess and fall back once again 
with unusual blunders and 
irrational follies of their times. 
The era of intelligentsia seems 
to have lost in the extraordi-
nary puppet shows of all that 
we see, hear or get to know 
from our enigmatic ennui. 
Our systems ought not to be 
paralysed with psychopansy 
of populism or clairvoyance 
of extremist propaganda. 
Things keep changing ev-
ery now and then. Most of 
us tend to be caught up with 
psychosis enacted by the me-
dia magnetism. Thoughts are 
born to materialise only when 
the entire universe creates 
concatenation to actualise 
the blueprint of our inner 
realms of life. “The world is 

an extension or reflection of 
the self,” says the School of 
Positivism. How does one 
remain detached from the 
remanence of the unethical 
utopias? Are those seemingly 
real illusions constructed in 
the name of news or political/
social discourse sponsored by 
the business empires? We 
are simply flooded with the 
endless waves of advertise-
ments and none survives to 
think beyond the corporate 
consumerism organised by 
market monopolies.

Inching through the 
thoughtless masses across the 
continents, we champion the 
cause of media criticism and 
independent perspectives of 
social as well as political con-
structs of our contemporary 
society. Hiccups are normal 
among the turncoats, when 
the empathy gets smashed 
with the empowerment of 
the voiceless subalterns. 
Sedition becomes every day 
edition in some gaga lands. 
Life is lost in war for the pa-
thetic masses either in ethnic 
conflicts or egotistic splurge 
of despotic reigns. Religious 
sovereign may not be the easy 
solution for a peaceful social 
cohabitation. Peace is bliss for 
all, but the war lobbies make 
unscrupulous money over the 

deaths of multitudes.
Filaments of yesteryears are 

being resurrected to renovate 
the ancient architectures 
of political landscape. Our 
cultural identities are cast in 
our ethics of social harmony 
and democratic traditions of 
equality besides equanimity 
within our legal discourse. 
Innocent majority appear to 
be fed with trail blazing can-
ons of political dominance 
and witch-hunting lullabies 
of the fanatic maestros. The 
cradle of democracy stays 
halted when there is no pos-
sibility to listen to the diverse 
opinions or opportunity to 
endorse the legitimate aspi-
rations of the other. “Politi-
cal witch-hunting is common 
today,” say some political ob-
servers. We need not simulate 
the construed dogmas of the 
dark ages or subscribe to their 
vistas of utter subordination.

The lousy pills of news-
rooms for the commoners 
appear to be working better 
than the energetic medicos. 
Sensational news is a blessing 
in disguise to forget the social 
realities for our political stunt 
masters. The popular spills 
of our orchestrated news 
channels digest the nuances 
of the business vampires 
rather than the impartial or 

unbiased stances of our re-
markable statesmen. Some of 
them are commission agents 
who may have worked well in 
a vegetable mandi or sandy.

Political lampooning is our 
forte when we simplify the 
incredible mosaic of mush-
rooming cacophony through-
out several elections either at 
the level of municipal or legis-
lative assembly. Electoral re-
forms are the quintessential 
segment of any democracy. 
Our judiciary knows how to 
reform the system of repre-
sentation beyond the letter 
and spirit of our contem-
porary political apparatus 
if required, through course 
corrections or appropriate 
interventions to expedite the 
process of law making. 

Some of our lawmakers 
are unquestionably good at 
mudslinging matches dur-
ing their electioneering while 
announcing sops after sops 
without any political or social 
accountability unless the le-
gal system drains their scope 
for further exploitation of the 
subalterns. Each of us has to 
smile at villains of silent usur-
pation in the name of political 
smartness. Our electoral sys-
tem can only be strengthened 
with steady reforms and intel-
ligent review of the existing 

modus operandi. Changes 
ought to be pertinent and 
persistent in any system of 
governance, more so perme-
able if the election regulatory 
authority becomes a 

Our media and political 
turncoats keep accumulating 
wealth and power through 
all sorts of corruption. None 
happens to know their logic 
or super-logic working won-
ders everywhere. Media is not 
an exception for such miracu-
lous transition taking place 
with the remote-controlled 
extortions of corporate sov-
ereigns relegating the legiti-
macy of our democratic polity. 
What sort of ironic stance has 
it been in our contemporary 
social reality? Let us recall 
the words of Algerian born 
French philosopher Jacques 
Derrida: “Silences are not 
silences.”

Subjugation and subordi-
nation are the hallmarks of 
media magnetism, wherein 
we remain mute spectators 
of the cultural politics of con-
sumerism constructing neo-
imperialist paradigms of oli-
garchy and plutocracy. Most 
of our social conflicts have 
been engineered through 
the ancient and arbitrary 
practices of condescension 
and social discordance. Our 

media leaders have the magic 
wand of changing the present 
and past scenarios by creating 
public awareness. They might 
analyse some of these relics of 
unquestioned dogmas inbuilt 
in our cultural semiotics.

Now a days, politics of me-
dia magnetism simplifies the 
ways and means for the op-
portunists to delegitimize the 
notions of serious debate or 
discussion, as they are quite 
insecure about intellectual 
evolution besides cultural 
transition of our social sys-
tems or political systems 
too. How do we challenge the 
nepotist paradigms of colo-
nial inheritance? Our media 
should be aware of “lose-
lose situation” when things 
go out of bounds from the 
ethical plimsoll line. Market 
monopolies call the shots in 
every nook and corner of this 
globalised economy. There are 
incredible sources of political 
puppetry or corporate colo-
nisation being played out to 
downsize the marginal sec-
tions of small-scale business 
and low-key investors. We are 
supposed to think in terms of 
alternate investments so as to 
bypass the nefarious designs. 
The author is a corporate trainer, 
course developer and curriculum 
consultant.

Puppets, market monopolies in an era of media magnetism

India has rightly used the 
forum of UN to deliver the 
blunt message to Pakistan 
whose Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
not only tried to play 
victim card on the issue 
of terrorism last week, 
but also made uncivilised 
remarks against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
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The Delhi Bench of the 
Income Tax Appellate 
Tribunal in the case Anik 
Chatterjee Versus ITO ob-
served and has allowed the 
exemption of capital gain 
under section 54 of the In-
come Tax Act, 1961 on the 
grounds that the amount 
equivalent to the capital 
gains has been used for the 
acquisition of a new house.

The two-member bench 
comprising of Judicial 
Member, Yogesh Kumar 
US and the Accountant 
Member, Dr. B. R. R. Kumar 
observed that the agree-
ment for sale was signed on 
08.05.2014, and the pay-
ments had been completed 
by 08.10.2014.

In the present case, it has 
been contended by the ap-
pellant/assessee that the 
Commissioner of Income 
Tax Appeals erred in law as 
well as on the facts without 
considering the submission 
and other documentary 
evidence as submitted by 
the appellant and under 
Section 54, disallowed the 
deduction claim by the ap-
pellant.

An income tax return 
was filed by the assessee 
on 13.07.2016, wherein 
declaring an income of Rs. 
21,98,100. Therefore, dur-
ing the course of assess-

ment proceedings, it has 
been noted by the Assess-
ing Officer that the assessee 
had claimed a deduction of 
Rs. 1,13,88,413 as stated un-
der section 54 of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961.

The payments are made 
by assessee for booking on 
10.06.2014 of Rs.10 lakhs 
and 19.06.2014 of Rs.15 
lakhs. Up until Novem-
ber 4, 2014, the remain-

ing payments totalled Rs. 
1,33,74,400.

The bench stated that 
as per Section 54F of the 
Income Tax Act, 1956, the 
capital gains on the transfer 
of certain capital assets are 
not to be charged in cases 
of investment in residential 
houses. Accordingly, the 
tribunal allowed the appeal 
of the assessee, while rely-
ing on Section 54F.

IN COURT

ITAT Allows Capital 
Gain Exemption: Amount 
Equivalent To Capital 
Gains Utilized For 
Acquisition Of New House

The Bombay High Court in 
the case M/s. Pinak Bharat 
and Company v. Anil 
Ramrao Naik stating the 
subsequently adding dates 
for payment without the 
payer’s consent renders the 
negotiable instrument void, 
while refusing relief in a 
cheque bouncing case.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice S. M. Modak observed 
and has held in his judge-
ment that no doubt cheque 
is negotiable instrument 
which is transferable and 
negotiable, presumption 
under Section 138 of the 
Negotiable Instrument Act, 
1881 can be drawn only 
when the pre-conditions 
are satisfied. Therefore, 
the complainant unilater-
ally has put in dates on the 
cheques without the author-
ity of the accused and even 
by not informing the ac-
cused, the same amounts to 
material alterations. Hence, 
the negotiable instrument 
becomes void.

The court dismissed two 
appeals in a cheque bounce 
case under section 138 of the 
Negotiable Instruments Act, 
1881 against acquittal of the 
accused.

In the present case, the ap-
pellant is a partnership firm 
and the complainant is one 
of its partners. A loan has 
been given by the appel-
lant of Rs. 1 crore to the ac-
cused/respondent in 2003. 
Thus, the parties entered 
into a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding for repayment 

and the accused at the time 
of execution of the MoU 
issued two cheques to the 
complainant. However, the 
cheques did not mention 
any date or the name of the 
payee.

The loan was taken by the 
accused to pay for a prop-
erty. The construction of the 
building on the plot could 
not be completed by accused. 
A civil suit has been filed by 
the accused for extension 
of time for recovery of the 
amount by the complainant.

However, after filing of 
the suit, in 2007, the com-
plainant deposited the two 
cheques which were re-
turned unpaid. Before the 
trial court, two complainant 
filed two complaints. It has 
been submitted by her that 
she filled in the name of the 

payee i.e., the firm’s name 
and date as 27.04.2007.

In the case, the trial court 
acquitted the accused hold-
ing that when the civil suit 
was pending, the complain-
ant was not justified in com-
pleting the cheques without 
authority of the accused. 
Hence the present appeals.

Before the court, the ques-
tion was whether the com-
plainant was justified in put-
ting name of the payee and 
date on the cheques.

Further, the court did not 
find for putting the name of 
the payee objectionable as 
the cheques were to be given 
to the complainant for this 
reason in the first place.

The court also referred to 
section 87 of the Negotiable 
Instrument Act, 1881 which 
provides that material alter-

ations are void if the person 
does not consent to them, 
unless the alterations being 
towards the common inten-
tion of the parties.

It has been noted by the 
court that the complainant 
did not state anywhere that 
the date was put as instruct-
ed by the accused. The ac-
cused before the court sought 
extension of time for repay-
ment of the loan. The court 
observed and has stated that 
there being neither consent 
nor did the alteration arise 
out of common intention of 
the parties.

Accordingly, the court 
agreed of with the findings of 
the trial court on this regard 
and held that prosecution 
under section 138 of the NI 
Act cannot be initiated in the 
present case.

IN COURT

BOMBAY HIGH COURT: COMPLAINANT 
PUTTING DATE ON CHEQUE WITHOUT 
DRAWER’S CONSENT RENDERS 
INSTRUMENT VOID; NI ACT

The Supreme Court of 
India in the case Sa-
chchida Nand Pandey 

vs UOI observed and has 
directed the Central govern-
ment and the Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology to follow 
the reservation policy in re-
search degree programmes 
for admission and for the re-
cruitment of faculty members 
as being provided under the 
Central Educational Institu-
tions (Reservation in Teach-
ers’ Cadre) Act, 2019 (the 
2019 Act).

The bench comprising of 
Justice MR Shah and Justice 
CT Ravikumar observed and 
has ordered on December 5 
that the concerned respon-
dents (Centre and 23 IITs) 
are hereby directed to follow 
the reservation and to act as 
per the reservations being 
provided under the Central 
Educational Institutions (Res-
ervation in Teachers’ Cadre) 
Act, 2019.

The bench stated that the 
2019 Act was established 
in order to provide reserva-
tion for direct recruitment of 
candidates from Scheduled 
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, 
the economically weaker sec-
tions in Central Educational 
Institutions and the educa-

tionally and socially back-
ward classes.

In the present case a plea 
was moved by one Sachchi-
da Nand Pandey in 2021, 
wherein seeking to direct the 
respondents to follow the Res-
ervation Policy in the Recruit-
ment of Faculty in the IITs 
and admission in Research 
Degrees Programs.

The present plea was moved 
through Advocate on Record 
Ashwini Kumar Dubey, the 
IITs were completely violat-
ing the reservation policies 

being envisaged under the 
2019 Act, wherein to extent 
of 15% to the SC, 17% to the 
ST and the 27% to OBCs.

However, the court after 
seeking responses of the Re-
spondents, the Central gov-
ernment, on behalf of IITs for 
filing of a counter affidavit 
stating that in line with the 
2019 Act, wherein the res-
ervation is being provided 
with respect to all the Central 
Educational Institutions in-
cluding the IITs.

The same prompted court 

for disposing of the matter 
while directing the proper 
implementation of the Act.

In the case of the petitioner’s, 
it was that the IITs who were 
not being following a trans-
parent process for recruit-
ment of the faculty members. 
Thus, the bench observed that 
the non-deserving candidates 
entered these prestigious in-
stitutions through connec-
tions and the same would 
increase corruption, discrimi-
nation and favouritism there-
by affecting internal ranking 

and technological growth of 
India. Further, the petition 
stated that the current pro-
cess of taking admissions in 
the research program and for 
the appointment of IIT facul-
ty members, the same being 
completely unconstitutional, 
arbitrary and illegal.

Further, the plea also sought 
for cancelling the appoint-
ment of non-performing 
faculty due to violation of 
reservation norms and to for-
mulate a transparent recruit-
ment policy.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: DIRECTED CENTRE, 
IITS TO ALLOW RESERVATION 
IN FACULTY, RESEARCH DEGREE 
ADMISSIONS AS PER 2019 ACT
TDG NETWORK 

The Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh High Court in 
the case Bindu Singh Jam-
wal Vs UT of J&K & Ors 
observed and has reiterated 
that the writ petition should 
not be entertained ignoring 
the statutory dispensation, 
where statutory remedy is 
created by law, unless it be-
ing inefficacious.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Wasim Sadiq Nargal 
observed that where the 
statue creates a right or lia-
bility, wherein providing for 
a speedy remedy for enforc-
ing it, the remedy which is 
provided by the said statute 
alone should be availed of.

In the present case, the 
court was hearing a petition, 
wherein challenging the 
decision of Sub-Divisional 
Magistrate to vacate the 
interim order, passed in 
favour of the petitioner in 
a case against unilateral al-
teration of revenue entry in 
respect of a land, the same 
was passed without hearing 
the Petitioner.

The court observed that 
vide the interim order, it has 
been directed by the SDM 
the Tehsildar to furnishing 
a report within 15 days and 
had restrained the private 
respondent, in whose name 
the revenue entry was be-
ing made, from interfering 
in the possession of the pe-
titioner. Therefore, the court 
proceeded on the merit and 
vacated the interim order, 
since the petitioner could 

not appear on the next date.
It has been argued by the 

petitioner that an objection 
has been filed by him and it 
being incumbent upon the 
SDM either to have kept the 
case awaiting his appear-
ance or in default, it should 
have been dismissed. Fur-
ther, he submitted that 
a cryptic order has been 
passed by SDM for vacat-
ing the interim direction.

The counsel appearing 
for the respondent raised a 
preliminary objection with 
regard to the maintainabil-
ity of the petition, wherein 
arguing that an efficacious 
and alternate remedy was 
to be available under the 
Land Revenue Act, 1901

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Nargal while adjudi-
cating the matter observed 
that as per section 11 of the 
Land Revenue Act, 1901 
which clearly indicates that 
any order passed by the 
Collector, whether it being 
original or on the side of the 
appellant, being appealable 
before the Divisional Com-
missioner. Thus, it has been 
noted by the petitioner that 
while availing the alternate 
and efficacious remedy 
provided under the statute, 
had straightway invoked its 
writ jurisdiction.

The court observed while 
pointing out to Section 15 
of the Land Revenue Act, 
1901 which confers power 

upon the Divisional Com-
missioner as well as the Fi-
nancial Commissioner for 
calling upon the record of 
any case which is pending 
before or disposed by any 
Revenue Officer under his 
control. The court in light 
of the alternate and effica-
cious remedy which is pro-
vided under the statute i.e 
Jammu and Kashmir Land 
Revenue Act 1996 for filing 
of an appeal and revision as 
envisaged under Section 11 
and Section 15 respectively, 
the present plea is not 
maintainable.

Accordingly, the bench 
dismissed the plea wherein 
stating as non-maintain-
able. 

IN COURT

JKL High Court: Writ 
Jurisdiction Cannot 
Override Efficacious 
Statutory Dispensation
TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 
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The Union Minister of Steel 
and Civil Aviation, Jyotira-
ditya M. Scindia on Tues-
day urged the Indian steel 
industry to move towards 
green and low carbon emit-
ting production processes. 
Speaking at the launch of 
Kalyani Group’s first green 
steel brand ‘Kalyani FeR-
RESTA’ in New Delhi, the 
hon’ble minister empha-
sized on the growing role 
of steel as the foundational 
force for the development of 
a nation. 

Minister Scindia added 
that as the fifth largest econ-
omy and second largest pro-
ducer of steel, India needs to 
also become a responsible 
and sustainable producer 
of steel. Talking about the 
enhanced consumption and 
production capacities of the 
nation, the minister said that 

“We have ambitious expan-
sion plans of doubling our 

production capacity by 2030 
from the current level of 154 
MT to 300 MT, as also envis-
aged in National Steel Policy 
2017”. He said that there-
fore there is a need to strike 
a balance between Steel In-
dustry’s ambitious capacity 
enhancement targets and 
work towards Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s vision 
of achieving net zero target 
by 2070. 

He also shared that 
through strategic policy in-
terventions, the government 
has resolved to bring down 
carbon emissions by 2030 
and strengthen the coun-

try’s commitment towards 
producing green steel. He 
said that the government 
and other stakeholders 
need to work together to 
decarbonise the industry by 
ensuring increased use of 
renewable energy, efficient 
raw materials like scrap and 
pellets, best available tech-
nologies and green hydro-
gen. He added that together 
the industry needs to move 
from fossil fuel intensive BF-
BOF (Blast Furnace – Basic 
Oxygen Furnace) route and 
Coal-based DRI-EAF/IF 
(Direct Reduced Iron-Elec-
tric Arc Furnace/Induction 

Furnace) to gas-based DRI-
EAF to ensure a successful 
transition to green steel.

The Minister also talked 
about mandating steel pro-
ducers of the nation to dedi-
cate a percentage of their 
production to making green 
steel and ensuring greater 
usage and promotion of the 
same in government proj-
ects.

Talking about the initiative 
by the Kalyani Group, the 
Hon’ble minister said that,  

“Initiatives like the one taken 
by the Kalyani Group will 
help transform the steel sec-
tor’s long-standing identity 
as a carbon emitting “hard 
to abate sector”, to a reduced 
carbon emitting-green steel 

-producing industry.”
The occasion was graced by 

the presence of Additional 
Secretary, Ministry of Steel, 
Ms. Ruchika Chaudhry Go-
vil and other senior dignitar-
ies of the Ministry and the 
fraternity.

MANUFACTURING

From Second Largest Producer 
of Steel, India Needs to Emerge 
as Responsible Producer of 
Steel, says Jyotiraditya Scindia

The International Financial 
Services Centres Authority 
(IFSCA) and the Council on 
Energy, Environment and 
Water (CEEW) have signed 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for mutual 
assistance and cooperation in 
the area of sustainable finance. 

India recently launched 
Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for 
the Environment) as an India-
led global movement to protect 
and preserve the environment. 
This was closely followed by 
the commencement of In-
dia’s G20 Presidency, with 
the theme “One Earth, One 
Family, One Future”. Sus-
tainability is a common thread 
that runs through both these 
endeavours. In this context, 
finance is a key enabler – as 
highlighted by CEEW research, 
which estimates that India’s net 

zero by 2070 target would 
require USD 10 trillion in 
investments. GIFT-IFSC, an 
offshore jurisdiction within 
India, is emerging as a global 
hub for sustainable finance. It 
is against this backdrop that 
IFSCA and CEEW are collabo-
rating through a wide-ranging 
MoU, which includes research 
and joint convenings.

Injeti Srinivas, Chairperson 
- IFSCA, said, “India has shown 
global leadership in climate ac-
tion and has committed itself 
to achieve net-zero emissions 
by 2070. This MoU between 
IFSCA and CEEW, focusing 
on broad areas of sustainable 
finance, is a step towards 
achieving climate goals and 
mobilising global capital, 
through IFSC, towards sus-
tainable development”.

Dr Arunabha Ghosh, CEO, 
CEEW, said, “We cannot talk 
about climate action without 

talking about climate finance. 
For that, capital needs to flow 
where the sun shines the most 

– the Global South. This MoU 
between IFSCA and CEEW 
will ensure cooperation on 
thorough research work and 
development of regulations 
and instruments for sustain-
able finance in India and as 
a conduit to sustainable in-
vestment in other emerging 
economies.”

About IFSCA
The IFSCA is a statutory 

authority established under 
the International Financial 
Services Centres Authority 
Act, 2019 (“IFSCA Act”) with 
a mandate to develop and 
regulate the financial prod-
ucts, financial services, and 
financial institutions in the 
International Financial Services 
Centres (‘IFSC’). GIFT-IFSC is 
the maiden IFSC in India. The 
IFSCA aims to develop a strong 

global connect and focus on the 
needs of the Indian economy 
as well as to serve as an inter-
national financial platform for 
the entire region.

About CEEW
The Council on Energy, En-

vironment and Water (CEEW) 
is one of Asia’s leading not-for-
profit policy research institu-
tions. The Council uses data, 
integrated analysis, and stra-
tegic outreach to explain – and 
change – the use, reuse, and 
misuse of resources. It prides 
itself on the independence of 
its high-quality research, devel-
ops partnerships with public 
and private institutions, and 
engages with the wider public. 
In 2021, CEEW once again fea-
tured extensively across ten cat-
egories in the 2020 Global Go To 
Think Tank Index Report. The 
Council has also been consis-
tently ranked among the world’s 
top climate change think tanks.

FINANCE

IFSCA and CEEW sign MoU to 
cooperate on sustainable finance

The International Financial 
Services Centres Author-
ity (IFSCA), in furtherance 
of its mandate to develop and 
regulate financial products, 
financial services and finan-
cial institutions in the Inter-
national Financial Services 
Centres (IFSC), has notified 
the regulatory framework for 
Distribution of Capital Market 
Products and Services under 
IFSCA (Capital Market Inter-
mediaries) Regulations, 2021.

In recognition of the crucial 
role played by distributors in 
distribution of capital market 
products and services, a regu-
latory framework for distribu-
tion activities has been speci-
fied. Further, as the unified 
regulator of a global financial 
centre, IFSCA has enabled 
the registered distributors 
to undertake global distribu-
tion from IFSC and offer their 
services to clients in various 

jurisdictions. In order to pro-
tect the interest of clients, the 
framework provides for vari-
ous eligibility requirements, 
a detailed code of conduct 
including an advertisement 
code, other obligations, vari-
ous permissible activities, re-
sponsibilities of issuers and 
service providers in IFSC, etc.

The salient features of this 
framework are as under:
1. Distributors may undertake 

distribution of:
A. Capital Market Products 
– which include a wide bou-
quet of securities as covered 
under Securities Contracts 
(Regulation) Act, 1956.

B. Capital Market Services 
– which include portfolio 
management services and 
investment advisory ser-
vices.

 2. While distributors may 
offer their services to “so-
phisticated investors” and 
distribute a wide bouquet 
of products and services to 

them, the distribution to 
other investors may be un-
dertaken with higher level 
of diligence and from a re-
stricted set of products and 
services.

3. Distributors are permitted 
to enter into arrangements 
with other distributors 
(called,Associated Distribu-
tors) from India, IFSC and 
foreign jurisdictions to wid-
en the scope of their opera-
tions, get access to a larger 
pool of issuers and service 
providers, and cater to a 
broader clientele.

4. IFSCA registered / licensed 
entities, such as Banking 
Units, Finance Companies, 
Broker-Dealers, Investment 
Bankers, Investment Advis-
ers and Corporate Agents – 
may avail of the simplified 
registration process and 
undertake distribution ser-
vices from IFSC.

5. For investing in such juris-
dictions which permit om-

nibus structures, certain 
distributors, such as Bank-
ing Units, Finance Compa-
nies, Broker-Dealers and 
those with a net worth more 
than USD 1,50,000, are 
permitted to invest through 
such structure, subject to 
adequate measures, such 
as prior consent of clients, 
maintenance of records, 
compliance with KYC and 
AML/CFT norms, etc.

6. A comprehensive code 
of conduct has been pre-
scribed to ensure dis-
tributors maintain high 
standards of integrity, dis-
closure, diligence, promp-
titude and fairness in their 
dealings with clients. The 
code of conduct shall be 
complied by all registered 
distributors, associated dis-
tributors and other distrib-
utors that are empaneled by 
IFSC based entities for dis-
tribution of their products /  
services.

POLICY

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK FOR DISTRIBUTION 
OF CAPITAL MARKET PRODUCTS & SERVICES

The Minister of State for Rural 
Development, Sadhvi Niran-
jan Jyoti today said that as per 
the provisions mentioned in 
Schedule-II of the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act 
(Mahatma Gandhi NREGA), 
wage seekers shall be entitled 
to receive payment of compen-
sation for the delay, at the rate 
of 0.05% of the unpaid wages 
per day of delay beyond the 
sixteenth day of closure of 
muster roll.

The Minister further in-
formed that in the current fi-

nancial year (as on 18.12.2022), 
the percentage of payment 
generated within 15 days is 
95.55%. In a written reply to 
a question in the Rajya Sabha, 
Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti said, any 
delay in payment of compensa-
tion beyond a period of fifteen 
days from the date it becomes 
payable, shall be considered in 
the same manner as the de-
lay in payment of wages. The 
State Government shall pay 
the compensation upfront af-
ter due verification within the 
time limits as specified above 
and recover the compensation 
amount from the functionaries 
or agencies who are respon-

sible for the delay in payment.
The Ministry has taken 

various steps to ensure timely 
payment of wages to workers 
under the Mahatma Gandhi 
NREGS. These include:
(i) Upscaling of National 

Electronic Fund Manage-
ment System (Ne-FMS) in 
27 States and 3 Union Ter-
ritories.

(ii)  Intensive consultation 
with State Governments 
and other stakeholders to 
strategize timely payment of 
wages, verification of pend-
ing compensation claims etc.

(iii) Formulation of Standard 
Operating Procedure for 

monitoring of timely pay-
ment and payment of com-
pensation.

(iv) Video conferences with 
States/ UTs reviewing the 
status of timely payment 
and payment of delay com-
pensation.

(v) States/UT’s have been 
requested to ensure timely 
regeneration of rejected 
transaction and every 
fund release is tagged with 
priority release of rejected 
transaction.

(vi)  States have been requested 
to ensure correction of inval-
id accounts as per informa-
tion provided by PFMS.

SOCIAL WELFARE

OVER 95% MGNREGA PAYMENTS GENERATED 
WITHIN 15 DAYS: SADHVI NIRANJAN JYOTI 

The statement made 
by Pakistan’s foreign 
minister Bilawal 

Bhutto against our Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
is so vile, shameful and in-
decent that I don’t want to 
mention it in this column. I 
know that better words can-
not be expected from any 
Pakistani leader or minister 
for India, but it cannot be 
imagined that the thinking 
of an elected people’s rep-
resentative there can be so 
low. Every Indian is hurt 
by Bilawal’s words. I would 
like to warn though: Bilawal, 
stay in your limits and mind 
your tongue!

Bilawal, you have forgotten 
that your mother Benazir 
Bhutto and your maternal 
grandfather Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto always used decency 
in their words. They would 
never have imagined that a 
wicked son like you would 
be born into their family. 

How much hurt their souls 
must be! Keep in mind Bi-
lawal that you are the for-
eign minister of a country 
that has been surviving on 
crumbs thrown by foreign 
countries. When the crumbs 
are no longer thrown at you, 
there is an outcry in your 
country. Who doesn’t know 
that you don’t even have 
money to feed your people 
properly? To repay one loan, 
you take another. Sometimes 
you jump into America’s lap 
and sometimes you hug 
China! How can I blame 
you, leaders, for this because 
the real ruler in your coun-
try is the army? Whenever 
the army wants, it uses you, 
leaders, only to dump you 
later. Just calculate how long 
the military has ruled your 
country and for how many 
days your leaders have been 
in power! How did you for-
get that these military rul-
ers hanged your maternal 
grandfather and got your 
mother killed? Still, you are 
licking their feet? Shame 
on your thinking! Bilawal, 
have you ever breathed in 
free air? At a time when the 
condition of Pakistani lead-
ers is so miserable, you have 
the audacity to make such 
offensive remarks against 

Narendra Modi, the most 
popular Prime Minister of 
the world’s largest democ-
racy. This only shows your 
mental bankruptcy.

Bilawal, when you, others 
like you, and your predeces-
sor Pakistani leaders talk 
about Kashmir, I feel sorry 
for all of you. Have you ever 
tried to know and under-

stand Kashmir closely? 
When the Mughal emperor 
Jahangir reached Kashmir 
for the first time, he had said, 

“Gar firdaus bar ru e zameen 
ast, hamin ast-o hamin ast-
o hamin ast”, i.e. if there is a 
paradise on Earth, it is here, 
it is here, it is here. And you 
Pakistani rulers have made 
every possible effort to make 

this paradise a hell. You 
and the terrorists who feed 
on your crumbs can never 
succeed. Your country has 
seen the strength of our 
Army with great humilia-
tion in 1965, 1971 and 1999. 
You Pakistani leaders have 
forgotten that in 1971, your 
93,000 soldiers had sur-
rendered!

How dare you blame India 
so brazenly for terrorism 
inside Pakistan? Bilawal, be-
fore making such allegations, 
It would have been far bet-
ter had you thought over the 
fact that out of the list of 126 
dreaded terrorists declared 
by the United Nations, 27 are 
declared to be living in Paki-
stan. From Delhi, Mumbai, 
Pulwama and Pathankot 
to New York, London and 
don’t know which other cit-
ies have suffered the attacks 
mounted by the terrorists 
nurtured on your soil. When 
you Pakistani leaders say 
that Pakistan has suffered 
the maximum wound of ter-
rorism, I remember a very 
old saying that if you keep 
a snake in the house, some-
day it will bite you too! It is 
foolish to have the illusion 
that your snake will only 
bite your neighbour. When 
your beloved Hina Rabbani 
Khar was the foreign min-
ister, Hillary Clinton also 
used the same snake bite 
analogy in front of Rabbani! 
With what authority do you 
Pakistani leaders, who nur-
ture evils like Lakhvi, Hafiz 
Saeed, Masood Azhar, Sajid 
Mir and Dawood Ibrahim, 
blame India?
And don’t ever talk about 

Islam which you Pakistani 
leaders and military rulers 
think yourself to be custo-
dians of. There are almost 
as many Muslim brethren 
in India as there are in your 
country. Let me also tell you 
that the Muslims of India 
lead very happy and peace-
ful lives. Yes, there may be 
exceptions in every country 
across the world. Bilawal 
should explain one more 
thing: When Pakistan was 
formed, the population of 
minorities there used to be 
around 23 per cent, which 
has now come down to 
around 3.5 per cent. You 
also behaved cruelly with 
Bangladeshi Muslims. Even 
today, you are doing the 
same cruelty to the Ah-
madiyya community! This 
is your character. Look at 
the demographic statistics of 
India once. Here, the popu-
lation of minorities has only 
increased.

Bilawal, be it you or 
Zardari or the military ruler, 
I understand everyone’s 
pain. You people keep try-
ing every possible way to 
destroy India, but you your-
self are getting destroyed. 
India has become the fifth 
largest economic power 
in the world and soon we 

will be in the third position. 
Your jealousy is coming 
to the fore as India got the 
command of G20, and the 
presidency of the United 
Nations Security Council 
for one year. But my advice 
is that all you Pakistani lead-
ers need to sit and think once 
as to why Pakistan is going 
into the abyss and how In-
dia has progressed. If you 
people have even a little bit of 
shame left in you, just think 
over what you have done to 
your people! Your people are 
struggling for everything 
right from food grains to 
water, electricity, medicines 
and employment. Farmers 
and youth stand devastated. 
Your former prime minister 
Imran Khan understood this. 
He is the only trustworthy 
leader in Pakistan but you 
people showed him the 
way out. Try to see the right 
path! By humiliating India, 
you are showing your own 
character. We have a culture 
which believes in ‘Sarve 
Bhavantu Sukhinah’. We 
are moving forward and will 
keep doing so. We don’t care 
about your dirty tongue!

The author is the chairman, 
Editorial Board of Lokmat 
Media and former member of 
Rajya Sabha.
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MIND YOUR TONGUE, BILAWAL!
Pakistan foreign minister Bilawal Bhutto’s uncivilised outburst against PM Narendra Modi is height of meanness. 

VIJAY DARDA

Pakistan is upset by the growing influence of India across the 
world. The mind of its foreign minister Bilawal Bhutto has 
frozen. Perhaps that is why he has made uncouth remarks against 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. His dirty tongue makes no 
difference. We are moving forward and will keep marching on. 
No power on Earth can stop us from scaling greater heights!
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Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has asserted that 
the country would not bow down to any terrorist group. 
Sharif said that terrorism will be dealt with “iron fists” amid 
attempts to spread chaos in Pakistan, The News International 
reported.

“Attempts to spread chaos in Pakistan through terrorism 
will be dealt with iron fists,” The News International quoted 
Shehbaz Sharif as saying. Shehbaz Sharif made the statement 
in condemnation of the Bannu hostage crisis and other re-
cent terrorist activities in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He called 
terrorism a sensitive issue of national security and stressed 
that a joint strategy is needed to tackle the issue, as per The 
News International report. Sharif said that the government 
will tackle the external support given to terrorists in Pakistan.

Pakistan’s PM Shehbaz Sharif paid tribute to the country’s 
armed forces fighting terrorism and vowed that the nation 
will end terrorism by supporting the forces. Sharif called op-
erations - ‘Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad’ important mea-
sures to end terrorism in Pakistan, according to The News 
International report.

Furthermore, Shehbaz Sharif said that the responsibility 
for peace lies with the provinces. However, he stated that the 
federal government will continue to make efforts along with 
the provinces to fight terrorism, according to the news report. 
Sharif called it important to increase the capacity and the ef-
ficiency of the provincial government in order to eradicate 
terrorism from Pakistan.

Pakistan’s PM stressed that government will help in im-
proving the professional capacity of counter-terrorism de-
partments in all provinces to tackle terrorism. He assured 
that the federal government will provide all the facilities, in-
cluding modern weapons. His remarks come after a hostage 
crisis happened when terrorists of banned Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) seized control of the Counter-Terrorism De-
partment’s (CTD) compound in the country’s northwest on 
December 18. The TTP had taken several security personnel 
in hostage. Meanwhile, an increase in threats and attacks on 
security forces as well as high-profile political personalities 
has been noticed in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, as per the news 
report. The police have been kept on high alert after the rise 
in attacks in areas, including Peshawar, southern districts 
and the Mardan region. 
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US condemnS Taliban’S 
deciSion, callS iT 
‘UnaccepTable STance’

The United States has condemned in “the strongest terms” 
the Taliban’s decision to ban university education for Af-
ghan women and to keep secondary schools closed for girls.

Addressing a press briefing on December 20 (local time), 
US State Department Spokesperson Ned Price called edu-
cation an “internationally recognized human right” and 
warned that the Taliban’s “unacceptable stance” will have 
consequences for them and further isolate the group from 
the international community. “The United States condemns, 
in the strongest terms, the Taliban’s indefensible decision to 
ban women from universities, to keep secondary schools 
closed to girls, and to continue to impose other restrictions 
on the ability of women and girls in Afghanistan to exercise 
their human rights and their fundamental freedoms,” Ned 
Price said.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken tweeted, “Deeply 
dismayed by the announcement from the Taliban denying 
women the right to university education. Afghan women 
deserve better. Afghanistan deserves better. The Taliban 
have just definitively set back their objective of being ac-
cepted by the international community.”

A letter issued to all government and private universities 
by the Ministry of Higher Education ordered the suspension 
of higher education for female students in Afghanistan, Tolo 
News reported

Ned Price has said that the US condemns the Taliban’s 
decision to impose other restrictions on the women and 
girls in Afghanistan to exercise their human rights and their 
fundamental freedoms. He acknowledged that the Taliban’s 
decision to close secondary schools to girls last March has 
had a “significant impact” on Washington’s engagement 
with the Taliban.

The Taliban has ordered 
an indefinite ban on uni-
versity education for Af-
ghan girls, according to a 
letter by the Taliban’s high-
er education minister.

“The Ministry of Higher 
Education in a letter has 
ordered the suspension 
of higher education for 
female students in Af-
ghanistan until the next 
announcement,” Afghan 
agency TOLO news said 
in a tweet. The Taliban 
took over Afghanistan in 
August 2021 and imposed 
policies severely restrict-
ing basic rights--particu-

larly those of women and 
girls, according to Human 
Rights Watch (HRW).

The Islamic group dis-
missed all women from 

leadership posts in the 
civil service and prohib-
ited girls in most provinces 
from attending secondary 
school.

Taliban decrees prohibit 
women from traveling 
unless accompanied by a 
male relative and require 
women’s faces be covered 
in public--including wom-
en TV newscasters.

On Monday, UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres emphasised the 
need for the inclusion of all 
ethnic groups in the power 
structures in Afghanistan 
and said it is important 
that all ethnic groups are 
represented.

He also stressed the need 
to ensure human rights in 
Afghanistan, in particular 
women and girls’ rights, 
the right of women to 
work, the right of girls to 

attend school at all levels.
“Well, there are several 

clear things that we believe 
the Taliban must deliver 
from the point of view of 
the interests of the inter-
national community and 
from the point of view of 
the interests of Afghani-
stan itself,” the UN chief 
said at a press conference.

“We have different ethnic 
groups, and it’s important 
that all ethnic groups are 
represented. A second as-
pect in relation to human 
rights, in particular wom-
en and girls’ rights, the 
right of women to work, 
the right of girls to attend 
school at all levels without 
discrimination,” he added.
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Women students in Kabul University. 

‘USing iRon fiSTS’

Shehbaz Sharif 
claims to deal 
with terrorism 

Un chief ‘deeply alaRmed’ by Taliban’S ban 

United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
has said he is “deeply 
alarmed” by Taliban’s ban 
of women in universities. 
Stephane Dujarric, Spokes-
man for the UN Secretary-
General, said that Guterres 
has called on the Taliban 
to ensure equal access 
to education at all lev-
els for women and girls. 
“The Secretary-General is 
deeply alarmed by news 
reports that the Taliban 
have suspended access 
to universities to women 
and girls,” Stephane Du-
jarric said in a statement. 
“The Secretary-General 
reiterates that the denial of 
education not only violates 
the equal rights of women 
and girls but will have 
a devastating impact on 
the country’s future. The 
Secretary-General urges 
the de facto authorities to 
ensure equal access to edu-
cation at all levels for wom-
en and girls,” he added. 
The Taliban in a letter is-
sued on Tuesday ordered 
the suspension of higher 
education for female stu-

dents in Afghanistan, 
Tolo  News reported. 
In a press briefing, Stepha-
ne Dujarric said that the 
decision is another “broken 
promise” of the Taliban. He 
called it a “troubling move” 
and called it difficult to 
imagine how a country can 
develop without the active 
participation of women. 
“It’s clearly another bro-
ken promise from the 
Taliban. We have seen, 
since their takeover, also 
in the past months, just a 
lessening of the space for 
women not only in educa-
tion but access to public 
areas, their non-participa-
tion in the public debate,” 
Stephane Dujarric said. 
“It’s very troubling move 
and it’s difficult to imagine 
how a country can develop, 
can deal with all of the chal-
lenges that it has without 
the active participation of 
women and the educa-
tion of women,” he added. 
Earlier, the United States 
condemned in “the stron-
gest terms” the Taliban’s 
decision to ban univer-
sity education for Afghan 
women and to keep second-
ary schools closed for girls. 
Addressing a press brief-

ing on December 20 (local 
time), US State Depart-
ment Spokesperson Ned 
Price called education an 
“internationally recog-
nized human right” and 
warned that the Taliban’s 
“unacceptable stance” 
will have consequences 
for them and further iso-
late the group from the 
international community. 
“The United States con-
demns, in the strongest 
terms, the Taliban’s inde-
fensible decision to ban 
women from universities, 
to keep secondary schools 
closed to girls, and to 
continue to impose other 
restrictions on the abil-
ity of women and girls in 
Afghanistan to exercise 
their human rights and 
their fundamental free-
doms,” Ned Price said. 
US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken tweeted, 
“Deeply dismayed by the 
announcement from the 
Taliban denying women the 
right to university educa-
tion.  Afghanistan deserves 
better. The Taliban have 
just definitively set back 
their objective of being ac-
cepted by the international 
community.” 

SecURiTy conceRnS

Ukraine President Zelenskyy 
planning to visit US

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy is planning 
to visit Washington on 
Wednesday and may meet 
US President Joe Biden at 
the White House, according 
to four people familiar with 
the planning, reported New 
York Times (NYT).

It would be Zelenskyy’s 
first foreign trip since the 
Russian invasion in Febru-
ary, a surprise visit that could 
change security concerns. He 
is also expected to address 
the Congress. However, the 
officials, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity be-
cause of concerns about Zel-
enskyy’s safety, cautioned 
that the plans were not final 
and could change, reported 
NYT.

The risks involved in such 
a visit -- with the wartime 
leader leaving his country 
for the first time since Russia 
invaded Ukraine -- are high, 
and tight secrecy would sur-
round any such effort.

The visit, which hasn’t been 
finalised and has remained 
tightly held due to security 
concerns, will coincide with 
the administration’s intent 
to send the country a new 
defence assistance package 

that will include Patriot mis-
sile systems.

The White House declined 
to comment on a potential 
visit or Biden announcement 
or new security assistance 
announcements, reported 
CNN.

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi did not confirm reports 
Zelensky would be coming 
to the Capitol on Wednes-
day, saying, “I don’t know 
that that’s going to happen. 
We don’t know yet. We just 
don’t know,” she said.

There were suggestions 
that an unusual session of the 
Congress was in the works. 
Speaker Pelosi of California 
earlier on Tuesday sent a let-
ter to all House lawmakers 
asking them to attend the 
Wednesday night session in 
person, even though law-
makers retain the ability to 

vote remotely, reported NYT.
A visit by the Ukrainian 

leader to Washington would 
amount to a significant mo-
ment 10 months after Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine began.

Zelenskyy has emerged as 
an international personifica-
tion of Ukrainian resistance 
to the invasion and has spent 
much of the year asking na-
tions for support. Earlier, in a 
surprise visit to the battered 
city of Bakhmut on Tuesday, 
Zelenskyy was presented 
with a flag by Ukrainian 
soldiers who asked that he 
present it to Congress. He 
promised to give it to Presi-
dent Biden, according to 
Ukrainian media who joined 
him on the trip. While his 
office had no official com-
ment on any looming trip, 
the moment was captured 
on camera, reported NYT. It 
was not clear, however, that 
Zelenskyy was actually pre-
paring to imminently leave 
the country for the first time 
since the war began. The ap-
pearance would mark a po-
tentially electrifying moment 
as Democratic control of the 
House -- and Pelosi’s reign 
as a speaker and a member 
of Democratic leadership -- 
comes to a conclusion, with 
Republicans set to take over 
on 3 January 3.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy

hUman TRagedy

TWiTTeR poll

‘millionS of dollaRS’

pakiSTan faceS ShoRTage 
of life-Saving medicineS

Musk to Step down as 
Twitter CEO after finding 
‘foolish enough’ successor

‘US govt paid to censor data from public’

Pakistan is facing a shortage of insulin for diabetes patients 
and the medical market in Karachi is getting worse, reported 
Pak vernacular media Daily Express. Apart from this, the 
shortage of other life-saving medicines also persists while 
there is a crisis of imported medicines from foreign countries. 
When pharmaceutical companies have to raise the price of a 
drug, they reduce its supply or stop manufacturing altogether 
due to which there is a shortage of medicine in the market.

During artificial shortages, drugs are charged at exorbitant 
prices. At present, the situation is that domestic pharmaceu-
tical companies are active in the black market while many 
foreign companies have withdrawn their business from Paki-
stan due to low returns on their investment, reported Daily 
Express.  Meanwhile, the non-opening of LCs of pharmaceu-
tical companies in Pakistan increased the fear of stopping the 
production of medicine, reported Nawai Waqt.

Billionaire Elon Musk said that he will step down as the chief 
executive officer of the microblogging site after finding a re-
placement. According to the sources, he is actively looking 
for a potential replacement. 

“I will resign as CEO as soon as I find someone foolish 
enough to take the job! After that, I will just run the software 
& servers teams,” Musk tweeted. 

The announcement came in the backdrop of the twitter poll 
that asked the users about whether he should step down as 
head of Twitter and as was foreseeable, the users decisively 
voted for him to step down. Following the poll, this is the first 
time that Musk has mentioned about stepping down. Howev-
er it is not the first time that he has spoken about not running 
the company in a longer run. In November, the billionaire told 
a court in Delaware that he would reduce his time at Twitter 
and eventually find someone to run it in his place.

Musk admitted in the Delaware court hearing he had too 
much on his plate. He said on Sunday, though, that there was 
no successor and that “no one wants the job who can actually 
keep Twitter alive”.

Ever since Musk has taken over the microblogging site, it 
has been shrouded by controversy and chaos. Not only has 
Musk been dethrone as world’s richest man but also ques-
tions regarding his focus being shifted from the company is 
also going rounds. Some investors have also questioned that 
if he is too distracted to also properly run his electric vehicle 
automaker Tesla Inc in which he is personally involved in 
production and engineering. 

The US Federal Trade Commission on 20th December car-
ried out an investigation into   Twitter’s grasping of user in-
formation and data. Southern California police asked about 
the information of a possible vehicle assault which involved 
a member part of the Musk’s security detail. 

Twitter CEO Elon Musk 
revealed on Tuesday (local 
time) that the United States 
government paid ‘millions 
of dollars’ to censor informa-
tion from the public on mul-
tiple social media platforms, 
including Twitter.

Musk further pledged on 
Twitter to resist government 
incentives that would force 
him to block some media 
content. In response to the 

series of Twitter Files Tweets 
from Michael Shellenberger, 
the new Twitter CEO made 
stunning accusations.

Retweeting ‘Part 7’ of the 
Twitter Files, Musk posted, 
“Government paid Twitter 
millions of dollars to censor 
info from the public.” Not 
only Twitter, he continued, 
“but other social media com-
panies as well.”

The debate over the con-
troversial ‘The Twitter Files’ 
saga sparked following 
Musk’s decision to release 

the new installments behind 
internal company communi-
cation which also included 
the company’s decision to 
block a media report regard-
ing Hunter Biden’s interna-
tional business operations.

The accusation is concern-
ing and speaks of Musk’s at-
tempts to build a new kind 
of Twitter. Moreover, they 
benefit from his attempt to 
separate the current and past 
regimes at Twitter and how 
they will construct the plat-
form. The tenure of the new 

Twitter CEO has not been 
short of controversy. Amid 
the drama surrounding the 
platform’s subscription ser-
vice, mass layoffs, and res-
ignations, Musk evoked a 
major controversy in making 
the staff and users adhere to 
his vision. He did this while 
also candidly speaking of 
mistakes made by the pre-
vious regime. Meanwhile, 
this week, a Twitter poll 
constructed by Musk asked 
users if they wanted him to 
step down.

top of the day

Taliban fReeS 
TWo ameRicanS 
in ‘goodWill 
geSTURe’: US 
STaTe depT
WASHINGTON: US State 
Department spokesman 
Ned Price on Tuesday 
(local time) said the two 
Americans detained in 
Afghanistan had been 
freed by the Taliban 
as part of an apparent 
‘goodwill gesture’. “This 
was not part of any swap 
of prisoners or detainees. 
There was no money that 
exchanged hands,” said 
Price. Price welcomed the 
release of the prisoners 
on Tuesday but declined 
to identify them, citing 
respect for their privacy. 

“We are providing these 
two US nationals with all 
appropriate assistance,” 
Price said. The two pris-
oners arrived in Qatar on 
Tuesday before being re-
united with their families, 
said officials, who spoke 
anonymously to discuss a 
sensitive matter, reported 
Washington Post. 
The Taliban’s release of 
the Americans came as 
it announced suspension 
of university education 
for all female students in 
Afghanistan, seen as the 
latest crackdown on the 
rights of women in the 
country.

6.4 magniTUde 
eaRThqUake 
STRikeS 
noRTheRn 
califoRnia
CALIfOrNIA [US]: A 6.4 
magnitude earthquake 
struck Northern Califor-
nia’s Eureka area early 
Tuesday (local time), the 
US Geological Survey said, 
injuring at least two peo-
ple, cutting off power, and 
damaging some buildings 
and a roadway, officials 
said, reported CNN. 
The jolt shook residents 
off their sleep and left 
tens of thousands without 
electricity. The epicentre 
of the quake, which struck 
at 2:34 a.m. PT, was in 
the Pacific about 15 miles 
from fortuna, a city of 
about 12,000 people in 
Humboldt County, part of 
California’s forested red-
wood Coast. fortuna is 
near Eureka and about a 
280-mile drive northwest 
of Sacramento, reported 
CNN.

TaiWan To open 
RepReSenTaTive 
office in 
canada’S 
monTReal: mofa
TAIPEI : To strengthen 
relations with Canada, 
Taiwan will open a 
representative office in 
Montreal, the Ministry of 
foreign Affairs (MOfA) 
said on Tuesday, reported 
Taiwan News. However, 
MOfA did not divulge 
when the office is expect-
ed to become operational, 
saying only that related 
preparations are still 
ongoing, reported focus 
Taiwan. Taiwan already 
operates ‘Taipei Econom-
ic and Cultural Offices’ in 
the capital Ottawa, the 
largest city Toronto, and 
in the west coast city of 
Vancouver, but Montreal 
is the country’s second-
largest city and the most 
populous one in the 
predominantly french-
speaking province of 
Quebec, which houses a 
quarter of the country’s 
population, MOfA said in 
a statement.
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100% TURNOVER

Nepali Cong elects Deuba   
parliamentary party leader

The attack on Chinese na-
tionals in a Kabul hotel was 
the direct consequence of 
ISIS-K’s strategy to desta-
bilize the Taliban regime in 
Afghanistan, according to a 
report by Nikkei Asia.

The report quoted Valle 
Riccardo, co-founder of The 
Khorasan Diary, a website 
focused on tracking militant 
groups, as saying that: “ISIS-
K is trying to prevent the Tali-
ban [from making the] transi-
tion from an insurgency to a 
proper government.” The Is-
lamic State - Khorasan Prov-
ince (ISIS-K’s), is an affiliate 
of the Islamic State militant 
group active in South Asia 
and Central Asia.

ISIS-K claimed responsi-
bility for the December 12 
bombing and shooting at a 
Kabul hotel frequently visit-
ed by Chinese diplomats and 
businessmen. According to 
ISIS-K, its main targets were 

Chinese communists and 
Taliban elements.

This comes as the first such 
attack on Chinese interests 
since the Taliban took con-
trol of Afghanistan in August 
2021.

Post the attack, China’s 
foreign ministry spokesman, 
Wang Wenbin, asked Chinese 
nationals to immediately 
leave Afghanistan. He said 
five Chinese nationals were 
wounded in the attack.

“The bombing occurred 
only a day after Chinese Am-
bassador Wang Yu met with 
Afghan Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Sher Mohammad Abbas 
Stanekzai to discuss security 
and request more attention 
to the protection of Beijing’s 
embassy in Kabul,” reported 
Nikkei Asia. Valle Riccardo, 
as quoted by Nikkei Asia, 
said: “ISIS-K views China 
as one of the masters of the 
Taliban, particularly because 
of its ability to ‘buy’ the Tali-
ban’s support in exchange for 
international recognition. 

DIRECT CONSEQUENCE

ATTACk ON ChINESE 
NATIONAlS IN kAbUl
TDG NeTwork
KABUL 

A Chinese company has written to the Sindh 
government that its workers are being threat-
ened by armed persons and has requested 
security for them, reported Pak vernacular 
media Intekhab Daily.

The company is working in Malir on up-
grading the grid station and the transmis-
sion lines. The company complained that the 
armed persons are demanding money from 
them and their sub-contractors and threaten-
ing them with dire consequences. They have 
demanded fool-proof security, reported In-
tekhab Daily.

The law and order in Sindh are far from sat-
isfactory. The conditions point out neglect at 
the administrative and law-keeping machin-
ery’s end, reported Pahenji Akhbar.

The most dangerous part is people have lost 
faith in the police and law-keeping institu-
tions.

It is for institutions now as to how they move 
about to regain peoples’ trust in them and to 
end the growing crime rate in Sindh. If not 
checked, lawlessness will only push Sindh 
backward by years, reported Pahenji Akhbar.

Notably, amid the growing concerns over 
the safety and security of Chinese nationals 
working on the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) projects, Pakistan and China 
had earlier agreed to use bullet-proof vehicles 
for all outdoor movement of Chinese workers.

“It has been decided that bullet-proof ve-
hicles shall be used for all outdoor movements 
of the Chinese employed on projects,” said the 
draft minutes of the 11th Joint Cooperation 
Committee (JCC) of the CPEC, which Paki-
stan and China had exchanged, reported The 
Express Tribune.

Meanwhile, terrorists attacked a check post 

in South Waziristan, reported Jang.
According to police sources, more than 50 

terrorists attacked the city police station Wana 
and Baghicha check post last night.

Sources said one of the terrorists was killed 
in the clash and police took custody of his 
body.

Police sources say that an official has also 
been injured in the attack. Sources also said 
that the terrorists escaped after police and FC 
retaliated, reported Jang.

The law and order situation in KP has gone 
south over the last few weeks as an increase 
has been noticed in threats and attacks on 
security forces and high-profile political 
personalities.

According to a report published in The 
News, the police are on high alert across the 
province after the recent spike in attacks in 
areas including Peshawar, southern districts, 
and the Mardan region.

The publication cited a source, “Apart from 
the police, senior politicians have complained 
of receiving threats. 

The houses of some of them have also come 
under grenade attack.”

The wave of terrorist attacks has risen 
across the province in the last few months, 
the report said. At least 118 terrorist incidents 
were reported in KP from mid-August till the 
last week of November, according to official 
numbers.

At least 26 policemen, 12 personnel of other 
law enforcement agencies and 17 civilians 
were killed in terror incidents across the KP. 
Moreover, 18 policemen, 10 civilians, and 37 
law enforcement agencies personnel suffered 
injuries in these attacks, reported Geo News.

A dozen districts, including Peshawar, Mar-
dan, Bajaur, Mohmand, Dera Ismail Khan, 
Tank, Kohat, Bannu, and Nowshera came 
under attack in November. 

‘lOST FAITh’

China raises concern 
over security of its 
workers with Sindh govt

IN SyRIA  

UNDERWATER 

DEATh SENTENCE

U.S. mIlITARy CApTURES SIx ISIS 
OpERATIVES IN hElICOpTER RAIDS 

Australia unveils underwater vehicle 
to counter China

OVER 100 pERSONS CONVICTED, 
SENTENCED IN khybER pAkhTUNkhWA 
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The US military has 
captured six Islamic 
State operatives over 

the course of three helicop-
ter raids in Syria this week, 
US Central Command an-
nounced, according to a re-
port in The Hill, a Washing-
ton, DC-based publication.

The same report states 
that, “The raids, which took 
place over the past 48 hours 
in eastern Syria, included 
the capture of “al-Zubaydi”, 
a senior ISIS official who US 
officials claim was involved 
in planning and enabling 
terrorist attacks in Syria.” 
The recent raid was the sec-
ond such operation in over a 
week. A helicopter raid by 
the US military in eastern 
Syria on December 11 killed 
a lead ISIS province official 
and his associate.

The raids included US Spe-

cial Operations forces and 
personnel from the Kurd-
ish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF).

“These partnered opera-
tions reaffirm CENTCOM’s 
steadfast commitment to 
the region and the enduring 
defeat of ISIS. The capture 
of these ISIS operatives will 
disrupt the terrorist organi-
zation’s ability to further the 
plot and carry out destabi-
lizing attacks,” said CENT-

COM Commander General 
Michael “Erik” Kurilla, in a 
press release, according to 
The Hill.

Initial investments show 
that no civilians were killed 
or injured during the raids.

According to The Hill: 
“This month’s raids mark 
the first major American 
counterterrorism operation 
in northeastern Syria since 
the US military in Octo-
ber conducted two strikes 

against the terrorist group, 
killing an ISIS weapons 
smuggler”.

Recently, The Islamic 
State (ISIS) group said that 
its leader Abu Hasan al-
Hashimi al-Qurashi had 
been killed in battle and an-
nounced a replacement.

Hashimi al-Qurashi is said 
to have been killed, accord-
ing to the spokesman for the 
terrorist group, Abu Omar 
al-Muhajir, reported Danish 
media TV2 Play.

Al-Muhajir, an Iraqi, how-
ever, without elaborating 
on the date of his death or 
the circumstances said that 
Al-Hashemi was killed in 
battle, in a voice message on 
Telegram.

Speaking in an audio mes-
sage, the spokesman identi-
fied the group’s new leader 
as Abu al-Hussein al-Hus-
seini al-Qurashi.

Abu Hasan al-Hashemi 
al-Qurashi was named in 

March as the third leader 
since ISIS was founded. It 
happened after the extrem-
ist group’s former leader 
blew himself up in February 
to avoid being captured by 
US soldiers.

Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi 
al-Qurashi was named as 
Islamic State leader after the 
death of former leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi.

Baghdadi died during an 
American commando raid 
on his compound in north-
ern Syria.

Baghdadi’s death marked 
the end of a years-long hunt 
to find one of the most want-
ed terrorists in the world.

He had been in hiding for 
the last five years. In April, 
a video published by the 
ISIS media wing al-Furqan 
showed a man purporting to 
be Baghdadi. It was the first 
time he had been seen since 
July 2014, when he spoke at 
the Great Mosque in Mosul. 

Over 100 persons were con-
victed and sentenced to death 
by Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
courts in 2022 and the to-
tal of prisoners with death 
sentences has crossed 450 
including women, reported 
Pak vernacular media Aeen.

For the past four years, no 
execution has been made 
in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, 
even of those charged with 
terrorism. The CTD (Coun-
ter-Terrorism Department), 
which has been in power for 
9 years under the ruling PTI 
government in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa, lacks the capacity, 
manpower, and resources to 
combat terrorism, reported 
Jasarat.

This was disclosed in a 
high-level investigative re-
port which stated that due 
to a lack of capacity, it is not 
possible to prevent the in-
creasing number of terrorist 
attacks in the province.

National institutions have 
recommended restructur-
ing, resourcing, and train-
ing measures of CTD Khy-

ber Pakhtunkhwa on an 
emergency basis to counter 
terrorists in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, reported Jasarat.

In a detailed report pre-
pared by national institu-
tions, it is stated that in one 
year, there were three inci-
dents of counter-terrorism 
in Punjab province, while 
300 incidents of terrorism 
occurred in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, in which heavy 
casualties were reported.

The report revealed that 
during the prime minister-
ship of Imran, the national 
institutions warned several 
times that the anti-terrorism 
department should be reor-
ganized, training measures 
should be taken, and resourc-
es should be provided on an 
emergency basis but despite 
repeated assurances, no ac-
tion has been taken in this 
regard, added Jasarat.

Meanwhile, Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Asif said on 
Tuesday said the CTD com-
pound in Bannu, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, was cleared 
after three days and all the 
terrorists who overpowered 
security guards were killed 

in an operation, reported 
Geo News.

In his briefing to the Na-
tional Assembly, the federal 
minister said 10 to 15 soldiers 
had been injured and two 
Killed after the Pakistan Ar-
my’s Special Service Group 
(SSG) launched an operation 
earlier today.

“By 2:30 pm, the SSG had 
cleared the compound. 
All the hostages have been 
freed,” Asif said. He added 
that the militants were not 
part of one group, rather they 
belonged to different banned 
outfits.

The defence minister added 
that there were 33 arrested 
terrorists inside the com-
pound and one of them over-
powered a man stationed at 
the centre. He then snatched 
his weapon and later the ter-
rorists took over the centre, 
Asif said, reported Geo News.

Terrorists affiliated with the 
outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) were in-
volved in the incident. To end 
the standoff, the Pakistani 
government initiated talks 
with the militant group’s 
leadership.
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Nepal’s caretaker Prime 
Minister and president of 
Nepali Congress Sher Baha-
dur Deuba became the par-
liamentary party leader of 
the party after he defeated 
the party General Secre-
tary Gagan Kumar Thapa 
in the election conducted 
on Wednesday.

Deuba received 64 votes 
to secure victory while the 
party’s general secretary 
Gagan Thapa was able to 
garner 25 votes, The Kath-
mandu Post reported. 
With the win, Deuba will 
be the Nepali Congress’ 
candidate for the post of 
prime minister in the new 
government, as per the 
daily.

Voting for Nepali Con-
gress party parliamentary 
leader election was held 
with 100 per cent turn-
over.

The 89 lawmakers of the 

Nepali Congress elected to 
the House of Representa-
tives voted in the election 
to choose the party’s par-
liamentary party leader.

Sher Bahadur Deuba and 
Gagan Thapa had filed 
their candidacy for the 
post after the race for the 
formation of the govern-
ment started following the 
general election held on 
November 20.

The first meeting of Ne-
pal’s newly-elected lower 
House will be held on De-
cember 22.

On December 19, the 
Parliament secretariat 
announced that the oath-
taking ceremony of newly-
elected representatives will 
take place on Thursday at 1 
pm (local time). The eldest 
member (on the basis of 
age) will be sworn in by the 
President and other MPs 
will be sworn in by the el-
dest member

President Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari has called on 

House members to form 
the government by Decem-
ber 25.

The Nepali Congress held 
elections to choose its par-
liamentary leader before 
the oath-taking ceremony 
of newly elected members.

Other Opposition parties 
in Nepal have all elected 
their Parliamentary Party 
leader unanimously. The 
opposit ion CPN-UML 
(Communist Party of Nepal- 
Unified Marxist Leninist) 
and the CPN-Maoist Center 
parliamentary leaders have 
been selected unchallenged.

The CPN-UML which 
broke into two factions a 
year and a half before the 
general election already 
presented the Party chair-
man and erstwhile Prime 
Minister KP Sharma Oli 
as its parliamentary party 
leader. Meanwhile, CPN-
Maoist Center has chosen 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal as an 
unopposed or unchallenged 
party leader.
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Australia unveiled its sub-
drone prototype to support 
underwater surveillance and 
mine warfare capabilities in 
the Indo-Pacific region. The 
move is part of an attempt to 
counter China’s dominance 
in underwater warfare and 
bridge the gap between two 
countries in naval warfare.

The unveiled UUV is a 
Dive-Large Displacement 
(Dive-LD) vehicle that will 
increase Australia’s capa-
bility to counter China in 
Indo-Pacific waters and even 
provide assistance in case of 
United States intervention in 
the clash, according to Asia 
Times an English-language 
pan-Asia digital news plat-
form. There are plans to cre-
ate an armed version of the 
UUV named Ghost Shark. 
The report by Gabriel Hon-
rada in the Asia Times said 
that this vehicle will be de-
veloped by Australia under 
a US$100 million partner-
ship with Anduril Australia, 
the Royal Australian Navy 

(RAN) and the Defense Sci-
ence and Technology Group 
state agency.

The project is under Aus-
tralia’s Extra Large Autono-
mous Undersea Vehicle 
(XL-AUV) program aiming 
to produce an affordable 
autonomous underwater 
vehicle to serve both mili-
tary and non-military pur-
poses. The partnership for 
the production of Ghost 
Shark is intended to deliver 
the production model for 
the combat Ghost Shark by 
2025, according to the report 
by Honrada.

Honrada quoted RAN Rear 
Admiral Peter Quinn in The 
Warzone report “Due to 
its modular and multi-role 
nature, our adversaries will 
need to assume that their 
every move in the maritime 
domain is subject to our sur-
veillance and that every XL-
AUV is capable of deploying 
a wide range of effects -- in-
cluding lethal ones,”.

Further according to 
Quinn, Australia’s recently 
released Robotics, Autono-
mous Systems and Artificial 

Intelligence (RAS-AI) strat-
egy include “the rapid de-
velopment of combat-ready 
prototypes to accelerate 
operational deployment of 
game-changing capabilities 
such as Ghost Shark.”.

Such an addition to the na-
vel capabilities of Australia 
will prove beneficial in case 
proliferation of sea mines in 
the Indo-Pacific Region. In a 
2020 report from Sea Power 
Soundings, Alia Huberman 
mentions that sea mines will 
be increasingly prevalent in 
the Indo-Pacific as more re-
gional states implement their 
own anti-access/area-denial 

(A2/AD) capabilities.
Honrada reported citing 

Huberman China may use 
5,000 to 7,000 of its 50,000 
to 80,000 sea mines in a 
4-to-6-day span against the 
latter’s most strategic ports 
to cut them off within two 
days. Moreover, she notes 
that China may also mine 
Taiwan’s eastern waters, 
making US intervention 
exponentially difficult given 
its lagging mine counter-
measure (MCM) capabili-
ties.

Further, Huberman says 
that carefully placed mines 
in the Indo-Pacific region 

can channel Chinese forces 
into a kill zone allowing the 
better use of Taiwan’s de-
fence resources. It can also 
be used to slow down the 
Chinese forces so that back-
up can be provided.

Similarly, India is also try-
ing to gather naval warfare 
capabilities to counter any 
possible war-like situations. 
The fifth submarine of the 
Project - 75, Kalvari Class 
submarines, Yard 11879 was 
delivered to the Indian Navy 
on December 20.

Project - 75 includes the 
indigenous construction of 
six submarines of Scorpene 
design. These submarines 
are being constructed at 
Mazagon Dock Shipbuild-
ers Limited (MDL) Mumbai, 
under collaboration with 
M/s Naval Group, France. 
Launched on 12 November 
20, Vagir commenced the 
sea trials on 01 February, 
2022. It is a matter of great 
pride that she has completed 
all major trials including the 
weapon and sensor trials in 
the shortest time compared 
to the earlier submarines.

Eight Israeli Bedouins were arrested for 
breaking into an Israeli army base, stealing 
weapons and selling them on the black mar-
ket, the Israeli Security Agency (Shin Bet) 
announced on Tuesday.

Around 30,000 cartridges of weapons 
were stolen from an ammunition warehouse 
in the Israeli military’s Sde Yemen base in 
the southern region of the Negev in October. 
According to the Shin Bet, the suspects are 
all Israeli nationals from the Bedouin com-
munity of Tarabin al-Sana north of Beershe-
va. The suspects were identified as Haron A-
Sane, Mamon A-Sane, Muhammad A-Sane 
and Hamed A-Sane.

Two other individuals, identified as Abdul 
Karim al-Sanae and Tarek al-Sanae, worked 
to sell the stolen ammunition on the black 
market.

Also arrested were Asmat Abu Alyon and 
Udai Abu Sarihan of Tel Sheva, who pur-
chased some of the stolen ammunition.

The Southern District Attorney’s Office is 
expected to file indictments this week.

The theft of military weapons and the secu-
rity of bases has been under a spotlight in re-
cent weeks. In November, thieves broke into 
the Tznobar base in the Golan and made off 
with 70,000 bullets and 70 grenades.

Weapons sold on the black market are 
frequently purchased by organized crime 
groups and sometimes used in terror at-
tacks. 
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India’s captain 
KL Rahul and 

Virat Kohli 
drink coconut 
water during 

a practice 
session on 
the eve of 

the 2nd Test 
match against 

Bangladesh, 
in Dhaka on 
Wednesday. 

CHILL TIME 

#ELONMUSK

NETIZENS GO BERSERK AFTER ELON 
MUSK’S ‘RESIGNATION’ TWEET
The billionaire and Twitter owner, Elon Musk, an-
nounced on Tuesday that he will stand down as Twitter 
Inc.’s CEO once he finds a replacement, although he will 
continue to oversee some crucial departments of the 
social media network. Since then Elon Musk has been 
trending on his own social media platform.

Elon Musk posted a poll a few days ago, asking, 
“Should I step down as head of Twitter? I will abide by the 
results of this poll.” 17.5 million individuals participated 
in the poll, and 57.5% of them chose “yes.” “I will resign 
as CEO as soon as I find someone foolish enough to take 
the job! After that, I will just run the software & servers’ 
teams”, posted Musk as reply to the answers of the poll. 

One of the users tweeted, “It’s not difficult. Just cancel 
the Twitter Blue thing, do fair content moderation 
and treat your staff and users well.” Whereas another 
netizen posted, “Find someone who understands how to 
run a social media platform and also understands the 
marketing aspects of it!”

“Our 
grandchildren 
will grow up in 
a world that is 
dramatically 
worse off, 
if we don’t 
fix climate 
change” 

—BILL GATES

BRAIN-PICKING

Wrote in a letter on his personal blog, Gates Notes.

INSPIRING

SMOKE PORTRAIT OF ‘GOD OF 
FOOTBALL’ WITH WC TROPHY
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Deepak Biswal, a smoke artist from Cuttack, created a paint-
ing of Argentine football sensation Lionel Messi holding the 
FIFA World Cup. He said, “My smoke portrait is dedicated 
to Messi and his wonderful team.” “After Argentina won the 
FIFA World Cup against France on Sunday, I made a portrait 
of the God of Football, Lionel Messi with the World Cup tro-
phy,” he added. “After 36 years of struggle, Argentina lifted 
the World Cup trophy. Messi made his followers happy as 
his dream of holding aloft the trophy came true,” he added 
further. Argentina won the World Cup on Sunday, in what 
could be the final World Cup for Argentina’s talisman, Lio-
nel Messi. After finishing all square at the end of the second 
half of extra time, Argentina won the final 4-2 on penalties.

Lionel Messi was awarded the Golden Ball, the honour 
bestowed on the best player at the FIFA World Cup. Messi 
was in sizzling form throughout the entire tournament, 
aggregating seven goals, one less than France striker Kyli-
anMbappe, who netted eight and won the Golden Boot.

Scoring crucial goals, converting penalties, and assisting 
his teammates in scoring, the 35-year-old legend did it all at 
the showpiece event.

Smoke portrait made by Deepak Biswal. 
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ACHIEVEMENT

En g i n e e r  S a g a r 
Ovhalkar, 25, of Mum-
bai, became the na-

tion’s first man to win the Ar-
juna award for mallakhamb. 
Sagar was presented with 
the prestigious honour at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan on 30 
November. He is the second 
mallakhamb gymnast to win 
a award for this sport; the first 
was Dadar native Himani 
Parab, 21, who won it the pre-
vious year. Sagar Ovhalkar, a 
mechanical engineer with a 
degree, resides in Chembur, 
Mumbai.

Sagar Ovhalkar stated, “I 
work as a project coordina-
tor Engineer in Chemical Pro-
cess Piping company. I work 
during the day and practice 
at night. I came to Jawahar 
Vidya Bhavan school for prac-
tice daily. I was a good student 
and my favourite subject was 
mathematics hence chose sci-
ence. It was tough to manage 
both sports and studies but 
I never gave up. My family 
never stopped me from play-

ing sports and have helped 
me with it.”

Sagar said that he won three 
gold medals and two silver 
medals in the 2019 World 
Mallakhamb Champion-
ships (WMC), which brought 
together gymnasts and fans 
from more than 15 nations. 
Speaking about his future 

plans Sagar said, “I want a 
government job because I 
graduated as Engineer and 
I will work in every field. I 
request today’s youth that 
they must practice for mal-
lakhamb and win medals for 
the country. My future plan 
is to win gold in the World 
Championship which will be 

held in Bhutan next year.”
Sagar Ovhalkar’s head 

coach, Sunil Gangawane, 
added, “A coach named San-
jay was with him earlier but 
he left so I took over as his 
coach in 2005. He has been 
devoted to the game and is 
very dedicated to his game 
(mallakhamb ). He comes 
for practice irrespective of 
timings, family situations 
etc. He is up early morning 
and practised day and night 
to achieve the Arjuna award 
from our President. Our goal 
is to win a gold medal in the 
Mallkhamb World champi-
onship Bhutan. We are also 
preparing for Mini Olympics 
Krida Championship, Jalgaon 
Maharashtra too.”

Sagar was inspired to learn 
mallakhamb by his elder 
brother Rakesh Ovhalkar. 
He was under the guidance 
of coach Sanjay Raichurkar, 
and later coach Sunil Ganga-
wane taught him both rope 
and pole mallakhamb. Sagar 
eventually preferred continu-
ing pole practise after the rope 
version burned his hands and 
thighs at an early age.

MEET THE FIRST ARJUNA 
AWARDEE FOR MALLAKHAMBA

 Sagar Ovhalkar striking a pose on Mallakhamba. 

Shah Rukh Khan appears on the list 
of '50 greatest actors of all time' 

LEGENDARY

The sole Indian actor to appear in Em-
pire Magazine’s list of the 50 greatest 
actors of all time is Bollywood actor 
Shah Rukh Khan, who has an enor-
mous fan base around the world.

Starting with ‘Deewana’ in 1992, the 
actor has delivered outstanding per-
formances in films like ‘Dilwale Dul-
haniya Le Jayenge’, ‘Swades’, ‘Chak 
De India’ and many more. He has also 
received numerous awards for his con-
tribution to Indian cinema.

Shah Rukh’s manager, Pooja Dadlani, 
took to Instagram on Tuesday to share 
a picture, which she captioned, “SRK 
on the Empire list of 50 greatest actors 
of all time... the only Indian... doing us 

proud always!”
Soon after she shared the post, fans 

flooded the comment section and 

dropped red hearts and fire emoticons. 
A fan wrote, “Well deserved! He is out 
of this world as an actor and a human 
being!”

Apart from him, Denzel Washing-
ton, Tom Cruise, Florence Pugh, and 
Tom Hanks, among others, were also 
featured in the 50 greatest actors of all-
time list.

Meanwhile, Shah Rukh Khan will 
be next seen in director Siddharth 
Anand’s upcoming action thriller film 
‘Pathaan’ alongside Deepika Padukone 
and John Abraham. The film is all set 
to hit theatres on January 25, 2023. 
Recently, the makers unveiled the 
first song of the film, ‘Besharam Rang’ 
which got massive reactions from the 
fans.

Shah Rukh Khan
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WHERE DOES THE BEST TEA IN THE WORLD COMES FROM?
FINEST 

India is now the second-largest tea-pro-
ducing nation in the world, thanks to a 
generation of dedicated employees on tea 
estates, strong geographical indicators, 
and huge investments.

The tea business in India has grown 
quickly throughout the years, occupy-
ing huge areas of land for tea planta-
tions. Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, and Tripura are 
additional tea-producing regions in ad-
dition to the major tea-producing states 
of Assam, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, and 
Kerala.

The Indian tea industry generates a 
substantial amount of foreign exchange 
and high revenues for the government. 
Indian tea’s reputation as one of the best 

in the world has been greatly enhanced 
by an expanded product mix and strate-
gic market growth. Certain varieties of tea 
are grown only in India and are in great 
demand across the world.

India exports tea to more than 25 coun-
tries throughout the world. Some of the 
top countries importing tea from India 

are China, Russia, Iran, the United Arab 
Emirates, the United States, and the 
United Kingdom. The key players in the 
Indian tea industry offer their products 
in varying packaging options, thereby 
expanding the overall market reach.

India’s total tea exports during 2021–22, 
in quantity, were 201 million kilograms. 
The total exports from January to April 
2022 were 65 million kilogrammes and 
valued at $215 million USD, a 9% increase 
from the same period in 2021. India’s ex-
port price per kilogramme has also seen 
a stable increase over the years.

“The tea industry has been doing very 
well, the new start-ups are there who 
are coming up with different flavours in 
different packaging styles and different 
options to choose from,”  says tea indus-
trialist Ranjit Baruah.

INVENTIONS

UNIQUE AVIATION 
EXPERIENCE: NANO 
CAR COVERTED INTO A 
HELICOPTER

An Azamgarh-based carpenter converted a Nano car into 
a road-capable helicopter that provides travellers with an 
aviation experience.

The carpenter, who introduced himself as Salman, stat-
ed, “We have made a helicopter that runs on the road. It 
took me around four months and cost about Rs 3 lakh. 
There is high demand for it now.”

He said people gather in huge numbers to experience 
this helicopter.

“People gather in huge numbers to look at this helicop-
ter running on roads. Those who can’t fly in helicopters, 
get to feel the experience through this,” he said.

He also said he can take the idea forward and make even 
more unique inventions.

“If the government and companies help us, we can also 
make helicopters that can run on water and air. We can 
take this idea forward for similar inventions,” he added 
further.

Helicopter that runs on the road. 
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FIVE EVERGREEN DANCE 
NUMBERS OF GOVINDA
The 90s icon Govinda has given us a number of 
blockbuster movies and much more memorable 
songs, to which he added some memorable dance 
routines. Let’s have a look at five evergreen dance 
numbers of the two-time Filmfare Award-winning 
actor:

KISI DISCO ME JAYE
Govinda and actress Raveena Tandon light up 
the screen in this incredibly catchy song from 
the 1998 movie “Bade MiyanChoteMiyan” as 
they dance at various locations in various out-

fits. This song will always be on our top list of songs to 
dance to at a wedding or any party.

AAPKE AA JAANE SE
In the middle of bright and sunny snow-
capped mountains, Govinda and co-star 
Neelam have fantastic chemistry in this ro-
mantic dance from “Khudgarz.” The perfect 

lyrics of this song will let the horses of your imagination 
run and make you feel like you have entered your own 
Bollywood romance story. Govinda’s expressions and 
dancing are just icing on the cake.

HUSN HAI SUHANA
This delightfully upbeat song from the movie 
“Coolie No. 1” is pleasing to both the ears and 
the eyes. This song stands out because of the 

vast settings, the dramatic costumes worn by Govinda 
and Karisma Kapoor, and the enormous Broadway-
style dance troupe. Nostalgia will hit you hard when you 
listen to this song. Only a millennial knows how much 
this song was liked by everyone.

EK LADKI CHAHIYE
One of the most memorable scenes from the 
movie “Kyon Ki...Main JhuthNahinBolta” is 
this catchy duet by Sonu Nigam and Jas-
pinder Narula, in which Govinda, dressed 

in denim, dances with former Miss Universe Sushmita 
Sen in numerous urban settings.

ANKHIYON SE GOLI MAARE
The 59-year-old actor returned in “Dulhe 
Raja” alongside Raveena Tandon to exude 
terrific vitality on film. With its beautiful 
green settings and unique clothes that the 

actor couple wore while dancing with ease, the music 
video is a visual feast. Dancing at weddings was nothing 
before this song entered our lives.

— ALISHA LOUIS

Kisi Disco Mein Jaye 
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FIVE BEST FASHION MOMENTS OF THE YEAR

Weddings are days filled with nonstop 
festivities. And if you are the bride or 
the groom, the onus of taking care of the 
preparations while also ensuring you 
look radiant on your special day can be 
pretty exhausting.

Fret not. We are here to ease the burden 
off your shoulders with these five things 
you can keep in mind before your wed-
ding night to keep your skin healthy and 
get a radiant glow on your wedding night 
without too much effort.

NO COMPROMISE ON SLEEP
Take your ‘beauty sleep’ seriously. A good 
8-hour sleep is not just essential for your 
body to function well; it also gives your 
skin ample time to rejuvenate and build 
itself up from the day’s wear and tear.

Say hi to fibers in diet
While there’s no need to change your 

diet radically, intaking fibers regularly 
during the months before the wedding 
can be greatly beneficial for your skin. 
Fruit and vegetable smoothies are a great 
way to include a good dose of fibers in 
your system.

BE CAREFUL WITH OVER-THE-
TOP SKIN ROUTINES
Brides-to-be often feel the urge to un-
dergo expensive facial treatments. As ex-
citing as they may seem, such treatments 
can be harmful and may not suit every 
skin type. It’s best to avoid them and stick 
to the usual Cleansing-Toning-Moisturis-
ing routine. If you do want to get a facial 
treatment, get in touch with a dermatolo-
gist first.

MOISTURISE WITHOUT FAIL
While it may seem like an ‘unnecessary 
step’ to most, moisturising your skin 
regularly is essential to keeping it supple, 
healthy, and naturally radiant, while 
keeping patchiness at bay.

KEEP STRESS AT BAY
Planning a wedding requires months of 
preparation, which can be quite stress-
ful. Your skin reacts to stress. It can make 
you look dull on your big day, which you 
definitely don’t want. So try to keep your 
stress levels as low as possible. If you feel 
the levels rising, book a spa, get a mas-
sage, or simply take a walk in a park. 
When you’re relaxed, your skin glows au-
tomatically.

BEAUTY REGIME 

HOW TO ACHIEVE 
PERFECT GLOWING SKIN 
BEFORE YOUR WEDDING 
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You’ll have to see what Sea-
son 3 of “Emily in Paris” has 
in store if you thought run-
ning in a Chanel crop top was 
“ringarde.» The colourful 
comedy›s actors teased that 
the episodes, which pre-
miered on Netflix on 21 De-
cember, have even «bolder» 
show attire.

Actor Lucien Laviscount, 
who plays Alfie in the show, 
revealed that Emily, played 
by Lily Collins, hasn›t lost 
her propensity for polariz-
ing ensembles, as per Page 

Six. William Abadie stated 
that although the show has 
featured a variety of well-
known labels, costume de-
signer Marylin Fitoussi also 

sought to emphasise up-and-
coming designers.

According to Page Six, the 
actor who plays Antione 
said, «We all spent quite a 

bit of time in those dressing 
rooms and (Fitoussi) made a 
point to include new design-
ers this season.»

He added, «(It›s) a sign of 
the times to take the high-end 
designers, the new design-
ers, and also go to the thrift 
shop and bring in antiques 
and vintage pieces. It helps 
elevate [the show] and bring 
diversity in the fashion.»

In an interview with Page 
Six, Samuel Arnold, who 
plays Emily›s coworker Ju-
lien, said, «She just under-
stands every character and 
how to bring them to life 

through the wardrobe. These 
characters are all so different 
from one another, and she 
understands all those little 
worlds. Emily gets entangled 
in a love triangle in Season 3 
with her new love interest, 
Alfie, and Gabriel, the boy-
friend of her closest friend, 
(Lucas Bravo) (Lucien Lavis-
count). Emily is also caught 
in a different kind of pro-
fessional triangle since she 
must choose between stick-
ing with her mentor Sylvie 
(Philippine Leroy-Beaulieu) 
and her boss Madeline (Kate 
Walsh) at a new agency.                   

Emily in Paris Season 3 features 
fashion from ‘thrift shops’

I am not a celebrity, I am an 
ordinary human: Amit Sadh 

NewsX in its A-list se-
ries dived into con-
versation with actor 

Amit Sadh, who got recog-
nised for excellence in en-
tertainment. The series is an 
endeavour to put forth some 
of India’s finest and brightest. 
In the exclusive conversation, 
the actor opened up about 
season 3 of Breathe: Into The 
Shadows.

“I want to take this moment 
to thank the media, my PR 
agency, and everyone who is 
a part of the marketing team. 
I believe this is important for 
me because I believe the me-
dia is a bridge to what we do, 
and we are always angry at 
them but never thank them, 
so I’d like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank them for being 
this bridge, thanks to which 
breathe has gotten to where it 
is today. It’s just a great team, 
and we work really hard. We 
work relentlessly and are 

very happy that Breathe has 
reached three seasons, has 
a place in people’s hearts, 
and is doing well. I am very 
grateful’, he said as he talked 
about his success and his new 
show’s viewership.”

“I am very blessed. I have 
fans who love me and sup-

port me to a point where I 
don’t like calling them fans 
because they mean much 
more, and it’s just very hard 
to pick, but I just feel the way 
they write me such long es-
says at any power of the day 
about what this character 
means to them and what my 

hard work means to them”, 
Sadh added.

While talking about his 
character on the show, he 
said, ‘The whole journey of 
Kabir Sawant coming so far 
with Breathe is just very sur-
real. I am very grateful and 
thankful to my director, Ama-

zon, to our producer, and ev-
eryone else. I promise you I 
will keep working hard. I was 
92 kg, and I have already lost 
10 kg for my next film. I am 
still 2 kg above my target, but I 
am not worried. Everybody is 
happy with the way we want 
the character to look, so that 
is my holiday; my holiday is 
movies, and it’s just exciting,” 
he added.

Lastly, as he gave his strong 
opinions on the paparazzi 
culture, he said, “I have some 
strong views on this. I am not 
a celebrity. I am an ordinary 
human being. And it is so 
important. It is so essential 
to be a normal human being. 
I always say that the new ex-
traordinary is being ordinary; 
everyone is equal; we are all 
the same. I don’t have a team 
that manages my Instagram. 
I have a great team. I have an 
elaborate team, but for Insta-
gram, I don’t keep anyone be-
cause I want to have a sincere 
relationship with my fans.”

2022 was a 
great year as 
far as fashion 
is concerned. 
Our celebrities 
served looks 
after looks, 
and it was 
quite a hassle 
figuring out 
and making a 
list of the 
five best 
fashion 
moments 
of the year. 
Check out 
what finally 
made it to 
the list.

PRIYANKA CHOPRA’S 
RUFFLED EVENING GOWN
Nobody does evening gowns better than Pri-
yanka. The beautiful black gown, lauded by 
fashion critics across the internet, had white 
ruffle details all over and a strap pattern in 
the back. The borders of the dress had huge 
white ruffles that gave the impression of a halo 
around her. Truly, an iconic moment captured 
by camera lenses.

BELLA HADID’S 
SPRAY-PAINTED 
DRESS
Bella Hadid stunned everyone at the Paris 
Fashion Week as she turned muse for Co-
perni. Bella appeared on the runway in 
nothing but a pair of underwear and heels, 
covering her breasts while a team of three 
men sprayed a dress on her body. This was 
one of the greatest moments in the world 
of fashion and will remain so in the years 
to come.

DEEPIKA’S 
SAREE AT 
CANNES
Deepika oozed retro 
charm as she donned 
a Sabyasachi saree at 
Cannes this year. Inspired 
by the majestic Royal Ben-
gal tiger, the saree was cov-
ered in horizontal stripes 
of gold and black hues. 
The bold, black liner only 
brought out the best in her. 
Don’t you all agree?

SONAM 
KAPOOR’S 
MATERNITY 
SHOOT
Sonam Kapoor is synonymous 
with anything fashionable and 
stylish. Truly the fashion icon of 
the entertainment industry in 
India, Sonam makes heads turn 
wherever she goes. Each outfit 
worn by Sonam qualifies as a 
statement piece but her mater-
nity shoot white Abu Jani Sand-
eep Khosla outfit stands above 
others.

KIM KARDASHIAN IN 
MARILYN MONROE
Kim Kardashian turned heads at the 2022 Met Gala 
as she donned Marilyn Monroe’s original 60-year-
old dress that she had worn while famously singing 
“Happy Birthday, Mr. President” to John F. Kennedy 
in 1962. Although she was under fire for her rapid 
weight loss, Kim’s appearance on the red carpet was 
truly one of the biggest fashion moments of 2022.



China’s leading electric 
car maker, BYD, or 
Build Your Dreams, 

has entered the Indian pas-
senger vehicle market with a 
brand-new SUV. The brand 
had recently started sales 
in India with the E6 MPV, 
but that car was mostly fo-
cused on the fleet segment, 
and now it is the Atto 3 with 
which the brand aims to 
cement its place in the per-
sonal car space in the coun-
try. The SUV is available 
in a single feature-loaded 
variant at Rs. 33.99 lakh (ex-
showroom, India), and the 
company says it has already 
reached 1,500 bookings in a 
short time.

The car is made on what is 
called the brand’s “Dragon 
Face 3.0” design language, 
where the idea is to give it 
a sporty and edgy look. The 
interior design is inspired 
by the concept of gym and 
music to give it a sporty 
appeal, says BYD. The car 
gets a panoramic sunroof 
measuring 1,261 mm long 
and 849 mm wide with 
electric slide and anti-pinch 
features. It also comes stan-
dard with a 12.8-inch adap-
tive rotating suspension 
electronic pad supporting a 
360° holographic transpar-
ent imaging system. The 
panoramic sunroof and im-
aging system are the largest 
among cars in the segment, 
according to BYD. The SUV 

is available in 4 colors: boul-
der grey, parkour red, ski 
white, and surf blue.

The car also has features 
such as mobile phone wire-
less charging, a one-touch 
electric control tailgate, an 
NFC card key, an 8-speaker 
audio system, electric seat 
adjustment, voice control, 

LED headlamps, LED rear 
lights, multi-colour gradi-
ent ambient lighting that 
responds to music rhythm, 
and a PM 2.5 air filter. It is 
also equipped with a mobile 
power station that allows 
the vehicle to transform into 
a super mobile power bank. 
This power station supports 

power up to 3.3 kW, taking 
care of most needs for high-
power electrical appliances.

The Atto 3 features fast 
charging from 0% to 80% 
within 50 minutes, a range 
of 521 km according to 
ARAI tests, a higher bat-
tery capacity of 60.48 kWh, 
and a 0-100 kmph accelera-

tion time of 7.3 seconds. The 
car also comes with a Level 
2 Advanced Driving Assis-
tance System (ADAS) and 
seven airbags when it comes 
to safety. The company says 
the Blade battery, passes the 
nail penetration test, one of 
the industry’s most rigor-
ous tests for batteries. The 

battery, according to BYD, 
also emerged unscathed 
and fully operational after a 
46-tonne truck drove over it 
without exhibiting leakage, 
deformation, or smoke.

The ATTO 3 is built on 
the e-Platform 3.0, which 
is designed for the next 
generation of pure electric 

vehicles with the Blade 
Battery, an 8-in-1 electric 
powertrain, and highly in-
tegrated domain control-
lers. The platform features 
the world’s first 8-in-1 elec-
tric powertrain (with inte-
grated drive motor, motor 
controller, reducer, onboard 
charger, DC converter, high-
voltage distribution box, ve-
hicle controller, and Battery 
Management System).

The car comes with a 7 kW 
home charger, a 3 kW por-
table charging box, a 3-year 
free 4G data subscription, 
6-year roadside assistance, 
and six maintenance-free 
services. The warranty be-
ing offered is 8 years or 1.6 
lakh kms (whichever is 

earlier) for the traction bat-
tery, 8 years or 1.5 lakh kms 
(whichever is earlier) for 
the motor and the motor 
controller; and 6 years or 
1.5 lakh kms for the vehicle.

The first batch of deliv-
eries of the BYD-ATTO 3 
will begin in January 2023. 
BYD has 24 showrooms 
across 21 cities in India and 
aims to expand to at least 53 
showrooms by the end of 
2023. The brand also plans 
to participate in the Auto 
Expo 2023 where it will 
debut more products and 
technologies for the Indian 
market.

The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com
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BYD-Atto 3 lAuNchED iN iNDiA As A pREmium 
ElEctRic suV, pRicED At Rs 33.99 lAkh
The car is made on what is called the brand’s “Dragon Face 3.0” design language, where the idea is to give it a sporty and edgy look.

SHAMS RAZA NAQVI
NEW DELHI

tWittER iNtRoDucEs NEW 
VERificAtioN BADgE foR 
compANY EmploYEEs
Yet another mark of 
verification is now 
visible on some Twit-
ter profiles. Accord-
ing to a report by 
US-based Tech por-
tal TechCrunch, the 
microblogging site’s 
‘Blue for Business’ 
service has provided 
an additional badge that would help organisations in the 
identification of brands and people associated with them. 

Twitter’s product manager, Esther Crawford, took to 
the platform to announce the launch of the new square-
shaped badge. 

“We’re launching the pilot of Blue for Business, so be-
ginning today you’ll start seeing company badges on se-
lect profiles. We’ll soon be expanding the program and 
look forward to having more businesses added in the 
new year!” she wrote. 

“Our goal is to make it accessible to businesses of all 
sizes; in time, it’ll become a self-serve system,” she add-
ed. Prior to this, profile pictures of brands and media 
houses, among others, were changed from circular to 
square, as per TechCrunch. 

On Tuesday, a grey-coloured badge was spotted on the 
profiles of government officials and multilateral organ-
isations on the microblogging site. It was preceded by a 
gold-coloured badge that had appeared on the profiles 
of certain companies on 13 December. 

CEO Elon Musk, took to the microblogging site to 
make the announcement for its new verification system 
earlier this year. 

“Sorry for the delay, we’re tentatively launching Veri-
fied on Friday next week.” he posted. “Gold check for 
companies, grey check for government, blue for indi-
viduals (celebrity or not) and all verified accounts will 
be manually authenticated before check activates,” the 
SpaceX owner added. 

He had earlier tweeted about the usage of different 
colours for different organisations and individuals, but 
fleshed out the details just recently. 

“All verified individual humans will have the same 
blue check, as the boundary of what constitutes ‘notable’ 
is otherwise too subjective,” he tweeted. 

Meanwhile, Musk recently sent Twitter users into a 
frenzy by announcing that he would resign from the 
post of CEO if he found ‘someone foolish enough’ to suc-
ceed him.

YoutuBE likElY to Roll out 
optioN to WAtch ViDEos iN 
multiplE lANguAgEs sooN
Keeping in mind the 
multi-lingual society 
of India, YouTube has 
decided to take steps to 
make its videos more in-
clusive. 

The video-sharing 
platform announced at 
the ‘Google for India’ 
event that it is testing 
a new feature that lets the user switch audio tracks in a 
variety of languages, as per a report by US-based tech 
portal TechCrunch. 

“Video is a particularly effective format for sharing 
health information in ways that are accessible and di-
gestible not only to a professional audience but to ev-
eryone. We want to truly democratise important health 
information. And, we remain committed to working 
closely with experts in healthcare and investing in tech-
nologies that will enable them to create multilingual 
content efficiently, to reach audiences at scale,” Tech-
Crunch quoted Ishan John Chatterjee, the director of 
YouTube India. 

At present, the feature is only available for a handful of 
healthcare videos that have language options in English, 
Hindi, Punjabi, and Marathi. 

Videos containing multilingual audio will have an op-
tion named “Audio Track” within the settings button, 
consisting of a list of languages that are available for the 
clip. However, no visual marker denoting the videos 
with multilingual audio would appear in search results,

In addition to this, Google also announced that it is in 
progress to start testing its upcoming dubbing product 
‘Aloud’ with a few creators. The product, which was 
originally made by the Area 120 accelerator, assists cre-
ators in transcribing, translating and dubbing original 
content in numerous languages. 

The company made it clear that the tool would initially 
be available only to a ‘small group of healthcare provid-
ers’. However, no mention was made of the languages for 
which this dubbing product would be used. 

Additionally, YouTube Shorts will soon be including 
new shopping features on the platform. This includes 
affiliate marketing and the ability to purchase items 
through Shorts. 

This update was reported by a leading British newspa-
per. The long-form video giant is testing shopping fea-
tures with US-based creators and audiences in the US, 
India, Brazil, Canada, and Australia.

AcciDENtAllY pREssED ‘DElEtE 
foR mE’ oN WhAtsApp? NoW it 
cAN BE uNDoNE
WhatsApp has come 
to the rescue of those 
who accidentally 
pressed ‘Delete for 
Me’ instead of ‘Delete 
for Everyone’ on the 
platform. 
WhatsApp recently 
announced that it 
launched a new fea-
ture called ‘accidental delete’, which initiates a 5-second 
window for users to reverse their action of deleting the 
message for themselves and subsequently, delete it for 
everyone. 
According to a report from the US-based tech portal Tech-
Crunch, the feature works in both individual and group 
chats. It would be available on both iPhones and Android 
devices. 
The feature was beta tested on some Android and iOS us-
ers in August, as per TechCrunch citing WABetaInfo. In 
2017, the messaging platform introduced the ‘Delete for 
Everyone’ option so users could retract a message from 
all participants of a conversation in case they sent it by 
mistake. 
Initially, the rollout was limited to just 7 minutes, but it 
was increased to 60 hours in August this year. 
Meanwhile, after adding the disappearing messages fea-
ture in 2020, instant messaging and voice-over-IP service 
WhatsApp, is now working on an extreme version of that 
option. 
While initially limited to just one option (disappearing 
after 7 days), WhatsApp later expanded the disappearing 
messages feature to also allow for messages that disappear 
after 24 hours or 90 days, as per Mashable. 
The new feature can be found in the latest WhatsApp beta 
for Android, version 2.22.25.20. Once a user sends such a 
message, the recipient cannot share or forward the mes-
sage. 
For photos and videos, the view-once functionality is 
enabled by choosing an image or video to send and then 
tapping on the encircled ‘1’ icon on the right side of the 
caption prompt. 
As per Mashable, there’s currently a special send button 
icon with an added padlock for text messages, though the 
design may change once the feature comes out of beta.
WhatsApp, which is considered a secure platform due to 
its end-to-end encryption feature, allegedly had a data leak  
.Responding to which, a spokesperson of Whatsapp said 
there is no evidence of a ‘data leak’ from WhatsApp.

iNstAgRAm lAuNchEs 
“hAckED” huB to tRouBlE-
shoot AccouNt AccEss issuEs
Among a num-
ber of  add-ons 
and updates, the 
photo-sharing app 
recently initiated 
a new feature that 
can help resolve 
problems related to 
accessing accounts. 
Instagram announced on Thursday that they are launch-
ing a “hacked” hub to assist accounts that have been expe-
riencing access issues.
 “To support accounts that are experiencing access issues 
or may have been hacked, we created Instagram.com/
hacked—a new, comprehensive destination people can 
rely on to report and resolve account access issues,” the 
message on Instagram’s announcement blog read. 
“If you’re unable to log in to your account, enter Insta-
gram.com/hacked on your mobile phone or desktop 
browser. Next, you will be able to select if you think you’ve 
been hacked, forgot your password, lost access to two-fac-
tor authentication, or if your account has been disabled. 
From there, you will be able to follow a series of steps to 
help regain access to your account. 
“If you have multiple accounts associated with your infor-
mation, you will be able to choose which account needs 
support,” the platform added. 
According to a report by US-based Tech portal, Tech-
Crunch, Instagram is additionally expanding access to 
a feature that can provide users with numerous ways to 
regain access to their account if they lose it. 
Earlier, the social networking service had initiated testing 
a way for people to ask friends for identity confirmation 
for account access regaining, an option that can now be 
availed of by everyone. 
Instagram is also planning to send out warnings if users 
receive a Direct Message (DM) from an account imper-
sonating a business. 
Earlier, Instagram rolled out a feature wherein it will tell 
users if their posts are too edgy to be recommended to 
other users. 
According to The Verge, an American technology news 
website, Instagram head Adam Mosseri announced re-
cently that creators and businesses will be able to see if 
their posts are being blocked from appearing in certain 
parts of the app.Professional accounts can now check if 
any of their posts are banned from being recommended 
to users who don’t follow them by going to the settings 
menu, under the account and then account status. 
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BYD -Auto 3

The ATTO 3 is built 
on the e-Platform 3.0, 

which is designed for the 
next generation of pure electric 
vehicles with the Blade Battery, 
an 8-in-1 electric powertrain, 
and highly integrated domain 

controllers.
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quickest to 50 million

Messi’s FIFA World Cup celebration 
post breaks Instagram record

Football star Messi added an-
other record to his name two 
days after he won the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 Argentina 
as a carousel of photographs 
commemorating the triumph 
has since surpassed all other 
posts on Instagram in terms 
of likes.

The previous most-liked In-
stagram post was an image of 
an egg that received almost 
56 million likes. Chris God-
frey posted the photo of the 
egg as a social experiment in 
January 2019. Messi’s 
post of rejoicing 
after winning the 
World Cup has 
overtaken 
it. The Ar-
gentinian 
football leg-
end’s photo also 

became the quickest to 50 
million likes on social media 
as per the Olympics website.

“World Champions! I 
dreamed of it so many times, 
I wanted it so much that I still 
can’t believe it... Thank you 
very much to my family, to all 
who support me, and also to 
all who believed in us,” Lionel 
Messi wrote in the post. “We 
demonstrate once again that 
Argentines when we fight 
together and united we are 
capable of achieving what 
we set out to do. The merit 
belongs to this group, which 
is above individualities, it is 
the strength of all fighting for 
the same dream that was also 
the dream of all Argentines... 
We did it!” he added.

Seven-time Ballon d’Or 
winner Lionel Messi is also 
only the second person to 
have more than 400 

million Instagram followers. 
Before the FIFA World Cup 
began, he had 376 million 
followers.

Cristiano Ronaldo, a com-
petitor of Messi’s, presently 
has 519 million Instagram fol-
lowers, making him the plat-
form’s most popular user. The 
two legendary football play-
ers were recently seen play-
ing chess in a photo together. 
With almost 40 million likes 
as of Monday, it was the most 
popular Instagram post by an 
athlete.

On Instagram, the most-
liked posts are dominated 
by Lionel Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo. Messi or Ronaldo 

appear in seven out of the 
top nine Instagram 
postings. Between 
2021 and 2022, all 
seven posts were 

uploaded.
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upcoming grand slam

Andy Murray admits he is one 
‘big injury’ away from retirement

Three-time Grand Slam 
champion Andy Murray 
said that he will continue to 
compete as long as his body 
remains in good shape but 
added that he is one ‘big in-
jury’ away from retirement.
Murray, the former world 
number one, is currently 
ranked 49th in the ATP rank-
ings after suffering many in-
juries throughout his career, 
including hip surgery in 
2018 and 2019. “If my body 
is in good shape and I’m still 
able to compete consistently, 
I’ll keep playing,” Skysports 
quoted Murray as saying.

“But I can’t look so far in 
advance with the age I’m at 
and with the issues I’ve had. 
If I was to have a big injury, 
I probably wouldn’t try to 
come back from that,” said 
the 35-year-old.

Murray said he is in good 
shape now ahead of the up-
coming Grand Slam Austra-
lian Open, which will be held 
in Melbourne from January 

16-29. “I spent three weeks in 
Florida, getting my body right 
and getting some work done 
on my game and it went really 
well,” Murray said.

“I’m certainly in better 
shape than I was. A lot of 
work was done in the gym, 
trying to build up my endur-
ance and my stamina a bit 
and I’m hoping that’s going 
to help me next year,” he fur-
ther added.

Murray predicts lots of com-
petitive edge as Team Scot-
land takes on Team England 
in the Battle of the Brits this 

week. “All of the players that 
are here are very competitive. 
You’ve got myself, Jamie, Neal 
and Joe have all been number 
one in the world,” Murray 
said. “It’s a little bit like the La-
ver Cup; it was an event that 
was seen as being an exhibi-
tion, but when you get there 
and you’re playing in front of 
a big crowd and you’re sur-
rounded by the people that 
you’re surrounded by, it whets 
your competitive instincts. All 
of the players will be giving 
their best to win the matches,” 
he further added. 
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second test

Bangladesh coach allan donald wants 
seamers to Be more aggressive against india 
Bangladesh fast bowling 
coach Allan Donald on 
Wednesday said that he 
wants to see his seamers 
show some extra aggression 
when they take on India in 
the second and final Test of 
two-match series at Shere 
Bangla National Stadium in 
Dhaka today.

Donald said that a 350-
380 score would set up the 
second Test in Mirpur. Fast 
bowling is normally avoided 
at Mirpur because of the na-
ture of the pitch, but Donald 
believes that brief bursts of 
aggressive bowling, similar 
to how India’s quicks per-
formed in Chattogram, are 
the way to go. “How they get 
themselves involved in the 
contest. Despite three spin-
ners, you have a free ride 
to be a bit more expansive 

as a quick. You can bowl 
short and full for longer. 
You can put everything on 
the table for four overs,” 
ESPNcricinfo quoted Allan 
Donald as saying. “If you 
saw how [Mohammed] Sir-
aj or Umesh [Yadav] bowled 
[in Chattogram], they either 
went very short and attack-
ing. They had people in 
catching positions. The ball 
was slightly reversing. You 
know what you will get with 

a spinner, so we want to see 
us being a little more attack-
ing. It is not easy to duck on 
these pitches, so if you have a 
bit of pace, you can be a little 
more expansive and aggres-
sive,” he further added.

Bangladesh were bowled 
out for 150 in the first in-
nings in Chattogram, trail-
ing India’s first innings total 
of 404 by 254. Despite bat-
ting for more than 100 overs 
to make 324 in the fourth in-

nings, they eventually fell 
188 short, thanks in large 
part to Zakir Hasan’s first 
century.

“The second innings bat-
ting is a blueprint for us. The 
young man has surprised 
many. It is the first time I 
have seen Zakir. I love his at-
titude, boldness and attack-
ing mindset. He has come to 
play. He showed that he can 
take on the very best bowl-
ers. He has been a terrific 
breath of fresh air. He backs 
himself,” Donald said.

Donald also stated that 
Bangladesh cannot afford to 
let India off the hook in the 
second Test, as they did in 
the first. India were 48 for 3 
in the first innings in Chat-
togram, but they dug their 
way out of a difficult situa-
tion to register a 400-plus 
score that set them up for 
victory.
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Bangladesh fast bowling coach Allan Donald 

ICC CEO Geoff Allardice 

huge success

England tour huge step for bringing cricket 
to Pakistan: ICC CEO Geoff Allardice

ICC CEO Geoff Allardice 
stated that the recent tour 
of England to Pakistan was 
a huge success and was 
optimistic of future tours 
to the Asian country being 
equally triumphant.

In 2022, test cricket made 
rejoicing come back to 
Pakistan, with success-
ful recent series played 
there by Australia and 
England as well as a tour 
later this month by the 
current World Test Cham-
pions, New Zealand. Al-
lardice watched England 
defeat Pakistan 3-0 while 
he was in Karachi, and the 
ICC (International Cricket 
Council) president was im-
pressed by how frequently 
local fans interacted with 
those who had travelled 
from abroad for what was 

England’s first Test series 
there since 2005.

“The fans in Pakistan are 
passionate about the game 
and passionate about their 
team, but most important-
ly they are welcoming of 
visitors. I have always had 
great experiences when I 
have travelled to Pakistan 
and I have been to see a 

few series over the last few 
years and the welcome is 
always very warm,” said 
Allardice as quoted by ICC.

Additionally, Allard-
ice recognises the value 
of holding future tours in 
Pakistan and expects that 
other ICC members will 
schedule red-ball series 
there in the ensuing years.

“Pakistan is one of the 
strongest cricketing coun-
tries in the ICC member-
ship. To have series like 
this taking place and fans 
travelling to Pakistan and 
New Zealand starting in a 
few days time for their Test 
series as well is a huge step 
forward to getting cricket 
back in Pakistan on a regu-
lar basis,” Allardice noted.

Pakistan’s prospects of 
making it to the World 
Test Championship final 
received a huge blow after 
their series whitewash to 
England and now, Babar 
Azam’s team must hope 
against hope to make it to 
the game at The Oval in 
June.

On Boxing Day, Pakistan 
will play New Zealand in 
the first Test match; the se-
ries will end on 3 January in 
Multan. 
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India will seek for another 
all-around effort in Dha-
ka to secure a 2-0 series 

victory against Bangladesh 
and boost their prospects 
of reaching the World Test 
Championship final. Men in 
Blue crushed the home side 
Bangladesh in Chattogram 
with an outstanding all-
round performance to secure 
a substantial 188-run win.

Cheteshwar Pujara scored 
two runs, while Shubman 
Gill, Shreyas Iyer, and R Ash-
win all contributed with the 
bat. Kuldeep Yadav bowled 
well all-round, with Mo-
hammed Siraj crucial in the 
first innings and Axar Pa-
tel taking big wickets in the 
second. After a difficult first 
day, the Chattogram pitch 
softened and became a good 
batting surface, putting the 
bowlers’ stamina and deter-
mination to the test. On the 
other hand, the Shere Bangla 
National Stadium is known 
for its flaming turners and 
may require a different set 
of talents, especially from 
hitters. The bowling of In-

dia will come in useful here. 
Siraj could see some lateral 
movement, but the major-
ity of the duty will likely fall 
on Ashwin, Kuldeep, and 
Axar. Whereas they had to 
be prepared to bowl long 
stints in Chattogram, they 
can expect a little more help 
here. Bangladesh faces a dif-

ficult task. Many believe that 
their biggest difficulty will 
be motivating themselves to 
be more consistent, but there 
were definitely times in Chat-
togram when they fell short 
of India in the technical and 
tactical aspects as well.

Litton Das and Mushfiqur 
Rahim, for example, must 

lead them out of this rut. Za-
kir Hasan and Najmul Hos-
sain Shanto must build on 
their success in Chattogram, 
with India sure to have new 
ideas for the former, who 
scored a century on debut.

Earlier in the pre-match 
press conference, Bangla-
desh’s fast-bowling coach, 

Allan Donald, announced 
that skipper Shakib Al 
Hasan, who was poised to 
play as a specialist batter ow-
ing to shoulder and rib cage 
problems, will bowl in Dhaka 
against India. It ensures that 
they will be able to maintain 
the same team composition 
as in Chattogram.

preview
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India’s captain KL Rahul bats during a practice session on the eve of the 2nd Test match against Bangladesh, in Dhaka on Wednesday.

spinners set to dominate as 
india hunt for series win 

5th t20i

will work on death Bowling: harmanpreet 
kaur after australia series loss
India captain Harmanpreet 
Kaur praised the bowlers for 
their bowling in the first 10 
overs while underlining the 
importance of working on 
death bowling after the loss 
to Australia in the 5th T20I.

The captain said that the 
team knows the shortcom-
ing of bowlers in the last 10 
overs and will work on it 
during the one-month break 
that the team will get before 
heading into the T20 World 
Cup in February. “We are 
not giving them easy runs 
in the first 10 overs but af-
ter the 10th over things 
are changing. We were 
also thinking about these 
things. We planned a lot of 
things but were not able to 
execute them. We will work 
on it to get results. We will 
analyse who can bowl for 
us after the 10th over and 
in the death overs. We ear-

lier wanted to work on our 
first 6 overs and are getting 
results but we need to ana-
lyze our death bowling. It is 
difficult to do it during the 
course of a series. We have a 
one-month off now and we 
can plan on how we can stop 
the flow of runs in the last 10 
overs by bowling in the right 
areas,” said Harmanpreet.

She expressed that the 
team is looking to create a 
strong pace battery before 
heading into the T20 World 

Cup and is looking at differ-
ent players as backups to 
draft into the team.

“Seam is going to play a 
key role in coming matches. 
Sometimes expected per-
formances cannot be deliv-
ered by players. Pooja will 
fill in the 3rd-4th seamer 
role but we were also look-
ing at other seam options as 
the World Cup is in South 
Africa where pacers are 
more relevant and we want 
to have a solid pace lineup 

heading into the World 
Cup.”

The Indian team bowled 
superbly in the initial 10 
overs in the five-match T20I 
series but failed to stop the 
flow of runs in death overs.

Evaluating the team’s posi-
tives in the series, Harman-
preet said, “As a team, we 
had our belief that we will 
play our best and play posi-
tively. Especially in the bat-
ting, everyone was positive 
and looking to score. First 
10 overs we have been really 
good and we can carry that 
forward, we need to work 
on our bowling in the death 
overs which we will do in 
the one-month break that 
we are getting.”

The captain also shared 
leadership tips for young-
ster Shafali Verma who will 
lead the India U19 team in 
the World Cup in January.

“I saw the way she was 
leading in domestic cricket. 
She is brilliant doing that, 

she knows what she is do-
ing. The only advice that I 
want to give her is that she 
should just play freely and 
enjoy the game. They know 
their role and that makes 
the job of the captain easy. 
The captain can just go and 
tell what is expected of them 
and whenever she joins the 
team she should talk to the 
players. It’s important to go 
out and perform because 
if you do that everything is 
much easier for the team 
then,” said Harmanpreet.

Summing up her cricket 
for the year, she said, “2021 
was something that I learnt 
a lot from. This year I want-
ed to convert the chances 
when I got the start and stay 
there for the team. When I 
am doing well the team and 
the people coming in to bat 
are positive which boosts 
my confidence. Thanks to all 
the teammates, support staff 
and selectors for providing 
me with what I need.”

Harmanpreet Kaur with teammates.

Three-time Grand Slam champion Andy Murray 
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