
China’s National Health 
Commission, which 
used to issue the 

country’s Covid-19 case fig-
ures on a daily basis, starting 
Sunday stopped publishing 
the update, according to The 
Global Times. 

“China’s National Health 
Commission (NHC) will 
stop publishing daily Co-
vid-19 case data from Sun-
day. Instead, the Chinese 
Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention will release 
Covid-related info for study 
and reference,” NHC said in 
a statement. On the website, 
the National Health Com-
mission on Saturday gave the 
Covid case figures of Friday. 

China mainland reported 
4,128 new cases of confirmed 
infections and no new death 
in the country. 

On 23 December, 1,760 
patients were released from 
the hospital after being cured 
and 28,865 people who had 
had close contact with in-

fected patients were freed 
from medical observation. 
The number of serious cases 
increased by 99. 

The move comes in the 
backdrop of a Radio Free 
Asia report that nearly 250 
million people in China may 
have been affected by Co-

vid-19 in just 20 days after 
the ‘zero-covid policy’ was 
diluted in the first week of 
the month. 

According to the leaked 
government documents that 
are circulating on social me-
dia, 248 million people were 
infected with Covid-19 from 

December 1 to 20, or 17.65 per 
cent of China’s population. 

The data on covid cases 
released by government 
officials on 20 December 
is different from the real-
ity as nearly 37 million 
were estimated, accord-
ing to Radio Free Asia 
A senior Chinese journal-
ist told Radio Free Asia on 
Thursday that the document 
was genuine, and had been 
leaked by someone who at-
tended the meeting who was 
acting deliberately and in the 
public interests. 

Meanwhile, British-based 
health data firm Airfinity, 
said that the infections in 
China are likely to be more 
than one million a day with

China stops publishing Covid 
FiguREs amid massivE suRgE
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‘China, pak togEthER’

Random post-arrival testing 
begins at Delhi Airport

If there is war, it will be against 
both China, Pak: Rahul Gandhi

Following the advisory 
‘Guidelines for International 
Arrivals’, issued by the Min-
istry of Health and Family 
Welfare, the Ministry of Civ-
il Aviation has commenced 
random post-arrival testing 
for International arrivals at 
Delhi Airport, said Dr Gauri 
Agarwal, Founder, Genes-
trings Diagnostic Center on 
Sunday. 
“On average approx 25,000 
travellers arrive at the IGI 
Delhi Airport, out of which 
500 random passengers 
are being tested. By the end 
of the first day, Genestrings 
had conducted approxi-
mately 110 tests,” Dr Gauri 
told news agency. Accord-
ing to the new instructions 
by the government, 2 per 
cent of all passengers arriv-
ing at international airports 
have to undertake random 
post-arrival testing at the 
Delhi Airport from Decem-
ber 24. This is being done 

to reduce the risk of ingress 
of the new Covid-19 variant 
BF.7 in India. 

India recorded 227 new 
Covid-19 infections in the 
last 24 hours, informed the 
Ministry of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare on Saturday. 

India’s active caseload cur-
rently stands at 3,397 which 
accounts for 0.01 per cent of 
the total cases. The recovery 
rate currently is at 98.8 per 
cent. As many as 183 recov-
eries were made in the last 24 
hours, thereby taking the to-
tal recoveries to 4,41,42,791. 

The daily positivity rate 
stood at 0.15 per cent, while 
the weekly positivity rate 
stood at 0.14 per cent. 

A total of 1,05,044 CO-
VID-19 doses were admin-
istered in the last 24 hours, 
the Health Ministry quoted. 

On Saturday Union Health 
Minister Dr Mansukh Man-
daviya said that RT-PCR 
test will be mandatory for 
all passengers

bihaR: 5 WomEn 
shot at ovER 
land disputE 
WEST CHAMPARAN: Five 
women were shot at a 
village in Bihar’s Bettiah 
district during a dispute 
over land. All are in 
hospital, fighting for their 
lives. The man allegedly 
responsible has been 
arrested. The incident oc-
curred at Nakti Paterwa 
village under Jagdishpur 
police station area of 
Bettiah. After getting the 
information, the local 
police reached the spot. 
A land dispute was said 
to be behind the incident. 

“5 women got injured. 5 
rounds were fired. It 
happened due to a land 
dispute,” said Hrudaya 
Mahto, a relative of the 
injured. The injured were 
admitted to Government 
Medical College and Hos-
pital, Bettiah. Police are 
investigating the matter. 

tERRoRists opEn 
FiRE in J-k’s 
shopian 
Shopian: Terrorists 
opened fire targeting a 
civilian in Shopian on 
Sunday. The incident 
occurred at Heerpora 
area of Shopian. Senior 
police officers rushed 
to the spot on receiving 
information. According 
to Jammu and Kashmir 
Police, preliminary in-
vestigation has revealed 
that the terrorists 
had fired on a civilian, 
identified as Waseem 
Ahmad Wani, a resident 
of Burihalan Heerpora 
area of Shopian in South 
Kashmir. However, the 
terrorists missed the 
intended target as he 
escaped unhurt. The 
bullets struck a nearby 
parked vehicle. A case 
under relevant sections 
of law was registered in 
connection with the inci-
dent and an investigation 
is underway.

FiRE bREaks 
out in kanpuR, 
damagEs sCRap 
shops
Kanpur: Around six 
scrap shops were dam-
aged after a fire broke 
out at Sutarkhana in the 
Harbans Mohal police 
station area in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Kanpur on 
Sunday, according to an 
official. Soon after the 
fire took place, three fire 
tenders were rushed 
to the spot. The official 
informed that no injuries 
were reported in the inci-
dent so far. “We received 
information about a fire 
at Sutarkhana in the 
Harbans Mohal police 
station area. We reached 
the spot and found that 
around 5-6 scrap shops 
have been damaged. 3 
fire tenders are present 
on the spot. No injuries 
reported so far,” KK 
Singh, Fire Officer  
Kanpur said.

top of the day

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi has said that China and 
Pakistan are preparing to-
gether and if there is a war, 
then it will be against both 
countries. He said it in his 
YouTube channel while in-
teracting with Armed Forces’ 
veterans during the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra. 

The Congress MP said, 
“China and Pakistan have 
come together, if there will 
be any war then it will hap-
pen with both, so there will 
be a major loss for the coun-
try. India is now extremely 

vulnerable. I don’t just have 
respect for you (Army) but 
also love and affection for 
you. You defend this nation. 
This nation would not exist 
without you.” 

The Congress leader ex-
plained, “Earlier we had two 
enemies China and Pakistan 
and our policy was to keep 
them separate. First, it was 
said that two front war 
should not happen then 
people say there is two and 
a half-front war going on, 
that is, Pakistan, China and 
terrorism. Today there is one 
front that is China and
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bad WEathER diRty gamE at thE hElm 

ChinEsE FoREign ministER says 
‘REady to WoRk With india’ 

vERy dEnsE Fog 
likEly in punJab, 
haRyana: imd

hanging CausE 
oF dEath: post
moRtEm REpoRt 

shEEzan Was 
in touCh With 
many giRls

isi tRying to REvivE lttE in 
tamil nadu: lanka REpoRt

Co-star Sheezan arrested 
in abetment to suicide case

Maoist leader Prachanda 
becomes Nepal’s new PM 

Making an emphatic note amid India-China border tension, 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, on Sunday, said that Bei-
jing is ready to work with India through steady and sound 
growth of the relations, according to the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry website. 

While addressing the reporters on China’s relations with 
India, Wang said, “China and India have maintained com-
munication through the diplomatic and military-to-military 
channels, and both countries are committed to upholding 
stability in the border areas. We stand ready to work with 
India in the direction toward steady and sound growth of 
China-India relations.” This statement came in the backdrop 
of the 9 December faceoff between the Indian and Chinese 
soldiers in Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang sector. 

Earlier, India’s Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in a 
statement said that India and China held the 17th round of 
Corps Commander Level Meeting at the 

The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) on Sun-
day issued a fog warning for 
the next five days for many 
north Indian states. Dense to 
very dense fog is very likely 
in many pockets of Punjab 
and in a few pockets over 
Haryana and 

The Mumbai Police on Sun-
day said that the post-mor-
tem reports of the deceased 
Tunisha Sharma have speci-
fied ‘hanging’ as the cause of 
death. 

Relatives of deceased actor 
Tunisha Sharma on Sunday 
said her co-star Sheezan Mo-
hammed Khan, an accused 
in her alleged suicide case, 
was in touch with several

Pakistan’s intelligence agen-
cy, ISI is trying to revive the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) in Tamil 
Nadu, reported The Island 
Online. 

The National Investigation 
Agency earlier this week ar-
rested nine persons in con-

nection with an illegal drugs 
and arms case pertaining to 
the revival of the LTTE. The 
NIA in a note said that the 
case pertains to the activities 
of the Sri Lankan drug mafia 
controlled by Gunashekaran 
and Pushparajah in associa-
tion with Haji Salim, a drugs 
and arms supplier based in 
Pakistan. 

This module has been op-

erating in India and Sri Lan-
ka and has been smuggling 
drugs and arms in a bid to 
fund the revival of the LTTE, 
reported The Island Online. 

The push by Pakistan to 
spruce up terror in South 
India is nothing new. In 2014, 
the NIA unearthed a module 
which was being controlled 
by the Pakistan High 

Co-star of actor Tunisha 
Sharma was arrested after a 

case of the abetment to sui-
cide was registered against 
him, Waliv Police said in 
the early hours of Sunday. 
The accused has been iden-
tified as Sheezan Khan, 
against whom a case under 
Section 306 of the IPC has 
been registered. This comes 
after Sharma allegedly died 

by suicide on the sets of a TV 
serial on Saturday. 
“TV actress Tunisha Shar-
ma death case--Waliv police 
arrested actress Tunisha 
Sharma’s co-star Sheezan 
Khan by registering a case 
of abetment to suicide. Police 
registered a case under

Nepal President Bidhya 
Devi Bhandari on Sunday 
appointed Maoist Center 
leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal, 
popularly known as Pra-
chanda, as the Prime Minis-
ter of the Himalayan nation, 
Nepal President’s Office said. 
“Pushpa Kamal Dahal of 
the Communist Party of Ne-

pal (Maoist Centre) will take 
oath as the new Prime Min-
ister of Nepal tomorrow at 
4pm (local time),” said Nepal 

President’s office. 
Dahal was appointed PM 

for the third time after he 
secured the support of 169 
members of the Parliament 
to form the new government. 
Dahal, also known by his 
nom de guerre Prachanda, 

meaning “fierce”, served 
as Prime Minister of Nepal 
from 2008 to 2009 and 
again from 2016 to 2017. 

Earlier today, Prachanda 
moved an application with 
the President claiming the 
Prime Ministership of Nepal 
shortly after a coalition of six 
parties decided to support 
him to form the next
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india gEts REady 

Remembering Atal 

President Droupadi Murmu, PM Narendra Modi, 
Home Minister Amit Shah and others at Sadaiv Atal 

on the 98th birth anniversary of former PM Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee, in New Delhi on Sunday. ANi

 The Global Times reports the govt will release numbers only for ‘study’
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tunisha shaRma
suiCidE CasE

DAily iNfectioN 

totAl iNfecteD DAily DeAth 

millioN A DAy 

248 

490,000 to  
530,000

UNCONTROLLABLE IN CHINA 

37 5000
(UNofficiAl figUre)

millioN were iNfecteD from 
December 1 to 20 

RECENT SURgE 

Vasai Court sends Sheezan 
to 4-day police custody

A court in Vasai, Maharashtra, on Sunday sent actor Shee-
zan Khan to police custody for four days in connection 
with TV star Tunisha Sharma’s alleged suicide case. 
“Sheezan Khan has been sent to custody for 4 days. Po-
lice don’t have any evidence as yet. Allegations are put 
against him. Further probe is yet to be conducted,” Shee-
zan Khan’s advocate said.  Earlier in the day, Waliv police 
produced the accused, Sheezan Khan, before the Vasai 
Court. When police arrived at the spot they broke open the 
bathroom door to find the 21-year-old hanging and dead.
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Monitoring 

Chief Secretary of Jammu 
and Kashmir Dr. Arun 
Kumar Mehta chaired a 
meeting to review the per-
formance achieved under 
NABARD-funded projects 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Principal Secretary, Jal 
Shakti; Principal Secretary, 
PWD; DG Budget; Director 
Finance, CGM NABARD; 
DGM NABARD; and rep-
resentatives from Animal 
Husbandry and Agricul-
ture Departments were 
present in the meeting, read 
a statement issued from the 
Department of information 

and public relations J-K on 
Sunday. 
On the occasion, Dr Mehta 
asked the departments to 
ensure full utilization of the 
entire amount of Rs 1500 Cr 
by the end of this fiscal to 
create durable assets of pub-
lic utility. 
He enquired about the uti-
lization certificates and 
work done claims sub-
mitted so far from the 
concerned departments. 
The Chief Secretary enjoined 
them to formulate plans to 
address gaps within a week. 
He urged them to prioritize 
the projects to be taken up 
under this budgetary com-
ponent where other sources 

of funding are not available. 
He called for the identifica-
tion of works strictly as per 
demand so that maximum 
expenditure is fruitful. 
Dr Mehta underscored the 
need for making perfor-
mance the only benchmark 
for assessment. 
He also directed to enhance 
coordination between the 
indenting department, in-
termediary (Finance Depart-
ment), and funding agency 
to improve the performance 
on the ground.

The Chief Secretary main-
tained that there are enough 
resources to meet the genu-
ine demands of the public. 

He asked the officers to 

make a proper procedure 
to fund any new project on 
the basis of the well-laid-out 
algorithm.

He also advised them to 
look into fulfilling the de-
mands made under As-
pirational Panchayat or 
Aspirational Towns under 
NABARD. He told the Fi-
nance Department to look 
for other borrowing options 
like RBI etc for swift and 
timely funding.

It was given out that the 
normative allocation of Rs 
1500 crore for the current 
fiscal stands sanctioned for 
J&K to complete projects of 
rural infrastructure. 

These include rural roads 

and bridges, water supply 
schemes, and projects of 
Agriculture and Animal 
Husbandry. 

The meeting was fur-
ther apprised that projects 
worth hundreds of crores 
have already been sent for 
sanctioning to NABARD. 
The meeting also discussed 
ways to enhance the capac-
ity of departments to utilize 
whole sanctioned amounts 
efficiently. 

It was said that once these 
projects are completed it 
would usher the union terri-
tory on the path of progress 
and development as envi-
sioned by the LG adminis-
tration. 

J-K: Chief Secretary takes stock of pace of projects 
TDG NETWORK
Jammu

 The United States embassy in Islamabad on Sunday prohib-
ited its staff from visiting the federal capital’s Marriott Hotel, 
citing concerns of a “possible attack”. 

“Event: U.S. government staff prohibited from visiting Is-
lamabad’s Marriott Hotel du a security alert issued today, the 
US embassy asked its government staff to exercise vigilance 
at places of worship, and avoid locations with large crowds. 
It also asked them to monitor local media for updates to pos-
sible attack,” the US embassy in Islamabad said in an alert 
posted on its website. This security alert comes two days af-
ter a suicide bombing in the capital killed a policeman and 
wounded six others, the Dawn newspaper reported. In its 
security alert, the US embassy said it was “aware of informa-
tion that unknown individuals are possibly plotting to attack 
Americans at the Marriott Hotel in Islamabad sometime dur-
ing the holidays”. 

“Effective immediately, the Embassy in Islam-
abad is prohibiting all American staff from visit-
ing Islamabad’s Marriott Hotel,” the alert said. 
As Islamabad was placed on red alert citing security concerns 
while banning all public gatherings, the embassy urged all 
Mission personnel to refrain from non-essential, unofficial 
travel to Islamabad throughout the holiday season. 

On Friday, the administration in the Capital banned all types 
of gatherings, especially activities related to the upcoming lo-
cal government elections, and declared high alert in the city. 

“In light of recent advisories/threat alerts issued by the law 
enforcement agencies and today’s attack on police, the secu-
rity of Islamabad has been beefed up to obviate the threats 
within the jurisdiction of capital which can disrupt peace and 
tranquility causing damage to public life and property,” read 
a notification issued by the office of Deputy Commissioner 
Irfan Nawaz Memon, as quoted by Dawn. 

Police imposed a ban on all kinds of corner meetings, public 
gatherings and congregations, especially in the wake of the 
upcoming local government elections, the report added. 

The Pakistani publication said the order immediately came 
into force and shall remain in force for two weeks. 

Democrat ic  Azad 
Party (DAP) chief 
Ghulam Nabi Azad 

on Sunday received a rous-
ing welcome in Srinagar. 
Hundreds of locals and his 
supporters gathered in the 
city to welcome the veteran 
leader. In a tweet the party 
workers said: “DAP workers, 
supporters at Srinagar Party 
headquarter offering grand 
welcome to party chairman 
Ghulam Nabi Azad sahib. 
Thank you Kashmir!”

Later, addressing the gath-
ering Azad said Kashmiri 
Pandit employees should 
be temporarily shifted to 
Jammu till the situation 
improves in Kashmir, news 
agency said. 

“Unfortunately, some 

incidents have happened. 
Life is a priority and so I am 
of the opinion that Kash-
miri Pandit employees be 
transferred to safer places 
in Jammu. When the situa-
tion improves, they should 
be brought back,” Azad told 

reporters here.
He said life is far more im-

portant than employment 
and promised to take such 
a step if his party comes to 
power in the UT.

“I do not know what the 
approach of the government 

is, but if our party comes to 
power, we will do this only 
(temporarily shift such em-
ployees to Jammu),” he said.

Asked about the delay in 
holding the Assembly elec-
tions in J-K, the former chief 
minister said, “We have been 

waiting for the last six years. 
I raised the issue many times 
in Parliament as well. They 
show us Panchayat elec-
tions or DDC polls, but the 
real election is that of the 
Assembly which is not tak-
ing place”.

Huge gatHering 

grand welcoMe to azad, says pandit 
eMployees be sHifted to jaMMu 
TDG NETWORK
Srinagar 

Ghulam Nabi Azad with party workers. A massive gathering in Srinagar on Sunday. 

Under Mission Amrit Sar-
ovar launched on 24 April 
2022, construction of ponds 
has started at 53,050 sites 
and 38,503 more ponds are 
to be rejuvenated. Now, addi-
tional 50,000 Amrit Sarovar 
ponds will be constructed by 
15 August 2023, an official 
statement said.

The Centre had initially 
planned to construct or re-
juvenate 50,000 Amrit Sa-
rovar ponds across India by 
15 August 2023. The State 
Governments have identified 
sites for constructing Am-
rit Sarovar in the country. 
As on December 14, con-
struction work has been 
started at 53,050 sites. 

The sites on which con-
struction will start soon 
are 38,503, an official state-
ment from the ministry of 
rural development said. 
The Government has created 
a portal to capture all the ac-

tivities taking place under 
the Mission. The details of 
the identified sites, works 
commenced and works com-
pleted may be seen through a 
link available on the website 
of the department, it added. 
Every Amrit Sarovar will 
have a pondage area of 1 acre 
with a water holding capac-
ity of about 10,000 cubic 
metres.

The press note further 
informed that there is no 
separate financial allocation 
for Mission Amrit Sarovar. 
The Mission Amrit Sarovar 
works through the States 
and Districts with conver-
gence from various ongoing 
schemes such as Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme 
(Mahatma Gandhi NREGS), 
15th Finance Commission 
Grants, Pradhan Man-
tri Krishi Sichayi Yojna sub-
schemes such as Watershed 
Development Component, 
Har Khet ko Pani, besides 
States’ own scheme.

grand project 

Mission aMrit 
sarovar: 50,000 
ponds across india 

terror tHreat?

‘Possible attack’: US 
embassy prohibits 
staff from visiting 
Islamabad’s Marriott 

on forMer pM vajpaee birtH anniversary 

Vajpayee made world aware of 
India’s potential: Amit Shah

‘Main atal Hoon’: pankaj 
tripatHi sHares His first book 

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Sunday paid 
tributes to former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee on his birth Anni-
versary at the ‘Sadaiv Atal’ 
Memorial in New Delhi. 
In his tweets, Shah said that 
Atal ji’s patriotism, dutiful-
ness and dedication will al-
ways inspire us to serve the 
nation.” The Home Minister 
said that the life of Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, the pinnacle 
of Indian politics, was dedi-
cated to taking the country 

back to its ultimate glory. 
“By laying the foundation 
of a new era of development 
and Good Governance un-
der his leadership, Atal ji 
made the world aware of In-
dia’s potential and instilled 
a sense of national pride in 
the public. Today, on his 
birth anniversary, I pay my 
respects to Atal ji,” he said. 
Earlier on Sunday, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
President Droupadi Murmu 
and Vice-President Jagdeep 
Dhankar paid floral tribute 
to former Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee on 
his Birth Anniversary at 

his memorial Sadaiv Atal. 
“Tributes to Atal Ji on his 
Jayanti. His contribution to 
India is indelible. His lead-
ership and vision motivate 
millions of people,” tweeted 
Prime Minister Modi.

Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh, Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitaraman 
and Union Housing and 
Urban Affairs Minister 
Hardeep Singh Puri were 
among several dignitar-
ies who paid tribute to 
the late Prime Minister. 
Vajpayee served as the 
Prime Minister of  In-
dia from May 16 1996 to 

June 1 1996 and again 
from 19 March 1998 to 
22 May 2004. He also 
served as India’s Exter-
nal Affairs Minister in 
the cabinet of Prime Min-
ister Moraji Desai from 
1977 to 1979. He passed 
away at AIIMS hospital in 
Delhi on 16 August 2018. 
After coming to power in 
2014, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, in order to 
honour the former Prime 
Minister and Bharat Ratna 
recipient, declared that 
December 25 would be 
celebrated as Good Gover-
nance Day every year. 

On the birth anniversary 
of India’s three-time Prime 
Minister, Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee, actor Pankaj Tripathi 
shared his first look as the 
former PM from his upcom-
ing biopic ‘Main Atal Hoon’. 

Pankaj took to his Insta-
gram handle on Sunday and 
shared a series of pictures 
introducing Vajpayee as a 
PM, poet, statesman and 
gentleman. He was seen 
wearing a dhoti-kurta and 
a jacket with prosthetics to 
resemble the former PM. 
The actor captioned the post 

in Hindi, writing, “I know 
that it is necessary for me to 
work on my personality with 
restraint in order to make 
‘Atal’ ji’s personality come 
true on screen. I have firm 
faith that I will be able to do 
justice to my new role with 
enthusiasm and morale.”

Pankaj also shared a video 
montage and wrote in Hindi, 
‘I have got this opportunity 
to portray this rare personal-
ity on screen. I am emotional 
and grateful.”

‘Main Atal Hoon’ revolves 
around the journey of the 
multifaceted ex-Prime 
Minister who was also a 
poet, a statesman, a lead-

er and a humanitarian. 
Helmed by National Award-
winning Director, Ravi 
Jadhav and written by Ut-
karsh Naithani, the film will 
release in December 2023. 
The music for the film will 
be composed by Salim-
Sulaiman with lyrics by Sa-
meer, while Sonu Nigam has 
rendered vocals for the mo-
tion video announcement. 
‘Main ATAL Hoon’ present-
ed by Bhanushali Studios 
Limited and Legend Studios, 
is produced by Vinod Bha-
nushali, Sandeep Singh, Sam 
Khan & Kamlesh Bhanushali 
and co-produced by Zeeshan 
Ahmad and Shivv Sharma. 
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extension as 
party cHief 
J.P. nadda, whose three-
year term as BJP national 
President would come to 
an end on 20 January 2023, 
is likely to get an extension. 
Sources say that nadda 
will receive an extension as 
the party chief in the BJP’s 
national executive meeting, 
which is likely to be held 
in new Delhi next month. 
according to sources, the 
extension could last until 
the end of the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections. The BJP 
constitution allows the 
party president to serve 
two consecutive three-year 
terms. Similarly, there is 
a provision that organisa-
tional elections be held in 
at least 50% of the state 
units, a process that is initi-
ated by the party president. 
The process of internal 
polls will commence after 
the Lok Sabha polls are 
over in april–may 2024. 

sHivpal yadav to 
take cHarge
Shivpal Yadav, the leader of 
the Pragatisheel Sama-
jwadi Party (Lohiya), is 
well-known for his organ-
isational skills and ability to 
mobilise party members. 
if given the chance, he will 
play a critical role in the 
party’s election campaign 
in 2024. SP Chief akhilesh 
Yadav is likely to delegate 
the responsibility of east-
ern uP to Shivpal Yadav 
and give him the charge of 
coordinating with smaller 
parties in uP for alliances. 
Shivpal recently paid a visit 
to Pratapgarh and Praya-
graj and said he would 
visit every district of uttar 
Pradesh to strengthen the 
party cadre. while the SP 
lost three allies in uP fol-
lowing the 2022 assembly 
elections (SBSP), mahaan 
Dal, and Janwadi Party), 
it more than made up for 
the loss by bringing Shivpal 
Yadav into the fold. 

ongoing tussle 
in kerala 
The tussle that is going 
on between Kerala Chief 
minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
and governor arif moham-
mad Khan surfaced again 
after Khan’s name was 
taken off the list of invitees 
to the Christmas party 
hosted by the Cm at the 
mascot hotel, owned by 
Kerela Tourism in Thiru-
vananthapuram. earlier, 
Vijayan had not consented 
to attend a Christmas party 
at raj Bhavan. The opposi-
tion, led by the Congress, 
also passed the proposal to 
attend the governor’s event, 
but much to their surprise, 
they attended Vijayan’s 
party.

kpcc selection 
process 
ahead of the 2023 Kar-
nataka assembly polls, 
the Karnataka Pradesh 
Congress Committee has 
started the process of 
selecting the candidates. 
The committee has com-
menced the process of 
shortlisting them from 
the ticket aspirants who 
have submitted applica-
tions. DK Shivakumar has 
formed committees that 
will visit all the districts 
to shortlist one to three 
candidates and forward 
the list to the state party 
unit.

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA

separation froM sHeezan ‘drove’ 
tunisHa ‘over tHe edge’: police

filM fraternity deMands sit probe 

mumbai Police on Sunday said the 
reason behind TV actor Tunisha 
Sharma’s alleged extreme step 
that ended her life could be her 
breakup with co-actor Sheezan 
Khan over a fortnight back. 
as per the police, the 21-year-old 
actor who was part of ‘Dabangg 3’ 
was in a relationship with Sheezan 
Khan. early Sunday, the police 
revealed that Khan has been 
arrested. he will be presented in 
court on monday. The ‘ali Baba: 
Dastaan e Kabul’ actor had broken 
up with the actress 15 days ago. 
Following the separation, she went 
into depression. She is said to have 
been under a lot of stress, accord-
ing to the police. 
all these led to her taking the 
extreme step at a TV soap set in Va-
sai, the police said, adding though 

that they are probing the matter 
from every angle. 
The First information report, or 
Fir, of the case, revealed that the 
two actors were in a relationship, 
and had broken up 15 days ago. 
Tunisha Sharma was reportedly 
under stress, and it is suspected 
that’s what drove her to the edge, 
said the mumbai police. 
Tunisha’s post-mortem was 
conducted at the JJ hospital, 
naigaon, early Sunday, police 
said. 
The mortal remain of the actress 
was brought to the JJ hospital at 
around 1:30 am on Sunday. 
“The autopsy was conducted till 
4:30 am and four to five police per-
sonnel were also present,” officials 
said, adding that the dead body has 
been kept in cold storage. 
Tunisha Sharma allegedly com-
mitted suicide on the sets of a TV 
serial on 24 December.

TDG NETWORK
waLiV 

TDG NETWORK
mumBai

The all indian Cine workers 
association (aiCwa) on Sunday 
demanded that the maharashtra 
government set up a Special in-
vestigation Team (SiT) to probe the 
death of actor Tunisha Sharma. 
“we demand the government form 
an SiT in Tunisha Sharma’s suicide 
case and the investigation be done 
properly. Today, i went to the set 
where Tunisha Sharma commit-
ted suicide. i found people were 
scared. Something wrong must 
have happened,” aiCwa president 
Suresh Shyamlal gupta said. 
“women are not safe on the set (of 
the television show that Tunisha 
was shooting for). 
The set is at a very interior location 
where people are afraid to com-
mute. The government should 
pay attention to this matter and 
have the death probed by an SiT. 
many things will come out after the 

probe,” added 
the aiCwa 
president. 
earlier, in a 
tweet, the 
aiCwa said, 
“actor Tuni-
sha Sharma 
committed 
suicide on the 
set of serial ‘alibaba Chalis Chor’, 
as reported by people there. This 
incident took place in a studio 
in naigaon. we will demand SiT 
probe into it. The cases of suicide 
by actors are increasing day by 
day in the film industry. it is a very 
serious matter. god bless her soul 
and give courage to her family.”

tunisHa sHarMa

suicide case

Sheezan Khan
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CRITICISM 

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot on Sunday slammed 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) over the slogan ‘Jai Siya Ram’, chanted during 
Rahul Gandhi-led ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’. Targeting the BJP and 
RSS, Gehlot said, “They have separated Sita from Ram. That’s 
why we say ‘Jai Siya Ram Bolo’. When we say ‘Jai Siya Ram’, 
we get overwhelming responses from people.” Gehlot added 
that people now understood the divisive policies of the BJP.

“BJP tries to provoke anger and fear by chanting ‘Jai Shri 
Ram.’ Rahul Gandhi follows the ideals of Gandhi. He con-
quers fear through love,” said Gehlot.

CM Gehlot was speaking to the media on the sidelines of 
launching 167 new Basic Life Support Ambulance Service 
108 in Jaipur on Sunday. Medical and Health Minister Parsa-
di Lal Meena, Water Supply Minister Dr Mahesh Joshi, and 
Technical Education Minister Dr Subhash Garg, along with 
many officials and public representatives, attended the pro-

gramme.
Gehlot also highlighted the message of love, harmony, and 

brotherhood that Rahul Gandhi is trying to spread through 
the yatra. “How the BJP wins elections in the name of caste, 
creed, and religion, is getting clear to people. The BJP and 
RSS propagate themselves as the torchbearers of Hinduism. 
Other people are no longer interested in such names,” he said.

Gehlot also drew parallels between the centre’s scheme of 
Ayushman Bharat and Rajasthan’s Chiranjeevi Scheme. He 
said, “The Ayushman Yojana is limited only to those people 
who were covered in the socio-economic survey, while the 
Rajasthan Chiranjeevi Yojana is for people irrespective of 
class and economic standing.”

With the sudden spike in Covid cases of China, South Korea 
and Japan, India is also getting ready to combat any untoward 
situation.

Gehlot talked about the state’s preparation and said, “Rajas-
than is fully prepared to combat the Covid situation. Arrange-
ments have been made for oxygen in Rajasthan’s medical col-
leges, district hospitals, and primary health centres. Sawai 
Mansingh Hospital in Jaipur is equipped with advanced 
infrastructure. A 24-storey IPD tower is also being built in 
the hospital,” adding that people from all over India come to 
Rajasthan for the superior quality of medical services.

BJP evokes fear 
through Jai Shri 
Ram slogan: Gehlot
TDG NeTwork 
Jaipur

CULTURAL CONNECTION 

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai has high-
lighted that the preservation 
of the country’s culture and 
religious connections is as 
important as protecting the 
unity and integrity of the na-
tion.

Stating that people from 
different states are settled in 
Karnataka, the Chief Min-
ister said that this has been 
the reason for cordiality in 
the country’s culture and re-
ligious connections.

Speaking after laying the 
foundation stone for the 
Maratha Bhavan construc-
tion in Shiggaon on Saturday, 
he said the Maratha commu-
nity has adjusted to the land, 
water, language, and culture 
of Karnataka, and they are 

proud of Kannadigas.
“This cultural connection 

needs to be respected. The 
Kannadigas are spread across 
the country, but they have 
learned the language and 
culture of the places where 
they have settled and are liv-
ing cordially,” Bommai said.

Hailing the role of the Con-
stitution in keeping the coun-
try united, the Chief Minister 
said that it preaches the val-
ues of equality and brother-
hood, which were made pos-
sible by Dr B.R. Ambedkar. 

“Though it is the union of 
states, democracy is suc-
cessful because of the Con-
stitution. The Constitution 
has kept the country united 
by preaching the values of 
equality and brotherhood, 
this was made possible by 
Dr BR Ambedkar, whom they 
should remember always. 

KARNATAKA CM CALLS 
fOR pROTECTINg 
COUNTRy’S UNITy 
TDG NeTwork
Haveri

LEgAL pROCEEDINgS 

Vishnu Gupta, the Presi-
dent of Hindu Sena and 
petitioner in the Krishna 
Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah 
case, said on Sunday that 
everything in the case is pro-
gressing legally and there is 
nothing illegal going on in the 
case. Gupta was commenting 
on a Saturday order issued by 
a local Mathura Court in the 
case. The court had issued an 
order to conduct a survey at 
the disputed site. The court 
has issued notices to all par-
ties, saying they have been 
asked to comply with the 
court’s order.

“The Hindus of the coun-
try are very happy. We have 
provided all evidence to 
the court. The court went 

through all the evidence 
and has given the order,” 
said Gupta. 

“We hope for justice and 
soon a grand temple of Lord 
Krishna will be constructed 
on the birthplace of Lord 
Krishna,” he added.

Speaking on the actual 
ownership of the land, he 
said that the land belongs 
to the trust, which is in the 
name of Lord Shri Krishna. 
“Another trust is running 
there. Its name is Bhagwan 
Shri Krishna Janmasthal 
Seva Sangh. That trust has 
no ownership rights. In 
1968, the trust entered into 
an agreement with the Mas-
jid Committee and the Idgah 
Committee. We have referred 
to that agreement and that 
agreement is wrong. The per-
son who does not have that 

land, does not have owner-
ship rights, so how can a per-
son agree with any person or 
organisation?” he said.

The court has appointed a 
commissioner who will visit 
the spot, see the situation, 
make recordings, and submit 
them to the court.

On 8 December, Hindu 
Sena National President 
Vishnu Gupta and Vice Presi-
dent Surjit Singh Yadav, both 
residents of Delhi, claimed 
in court that the Idgah was 
constructed by the Mughal 
Emperor Aurangzeb by 
demolishing the temple on 
13.37 acres of land near Lord 
Krishna’s birthplace.

The petition also challenged 
the agreement made in 1968 
between Shri Krishna Jan-
masthan Seva Sangh vs 
Shahi Masjid Idgah.

‘NOThINg ILLEgAL gOINg ON’: 
hINDU SENA pRESIDENT ON 
KRIShNA JANMAbhOOMI CASE
TDG NeTwork
MatHura

SECURITy CONCERN 

bREACh Of SAfETy CRIME AND pUNIShMENT

SLAMMINg RAgA CONTEST

Me t r o  s e r v i c e s  we r e 
stopped on the Magenta 
line for a while on Sunday 
after a drone belonging to a 
medical supply company in 
Noida fell on tracks. Later 
on, the services resumed. 
“Normal services have re-
sumed,” tweeted the Delhi 
Metro Rail Corporation 
(DMRC).

“Magenta Line Update 
Services are not available 

between Jasola Vihar Sha-
heen Bagh to Botanical Gar-
den due to security reason. 
Normal services on all other 
lines,” tweeted the DMRC 
earlier.

According to Delhi police, 
about an hour ago, a drone 
carrying medical supplies 
fell on the metro track near 
Delhi’s Jasola Vihar. Due 
to this, metro service from 
Jasola Vihar, Shaheen Bagh 
to Botanical Garden was 
disrupted, but now it has 
resumed.  

An incident of  stone-
pelting was witnessed 
from Nepal ’s  s ide  on 
embankment  work in 
Uttarakhand’s Dharchula 
on Sunday. 

A dumper was damaged 
and the driver was injured.

Ta l k i n g  t o  A N I ,  a n 
Executive Engineer said, 
“We demand steps to be 
taken to stop this.”

Earlier on 6 December, 
India closed a suspension 
bridge connecting Nepal 

after Nepalese workers 
stoned Indian workers 
at the Indo-Nepal border 
in the Dharchula area of 
Pithoragarh district in 
Uttarakhand. Following 
the incident, the traders 
and local residents staged a 
protest.

Two people, including a dance teacher, 
have been arrested by the Delhi Police 
for allegedly demanding Rs 15 lakh from 
parents of his students in the Anand Vi-
har area on Sunday.

The police said, one of the accused, 
Vishnu, who turned out to be the dance 
teacher of the children, allegedly threat-
ened the family that if the demands 

were not met, the students would be 
killed. It has been reported that the 
teacher was known to the family for 10 
years.

“The accused persons allegedly threat-
ened the family of killing their children 
if their demands were not fulfilled,” a 
police official privy to the matter said.

The father of the children told police 
that he received a WhatsApp message 
threatening to “kill his children” on 20 
December. It had crossed photos of his 

children.
“I received photos of my son and 

daughter with a message. The unknown 
caller introduced himself as a gangster 
and gave away the details of my family. 
Out of fear, I disconnected the call and 
blocked the mobile number,” the father 
said in his complaint.

“After 10 minutes, the unknown call-
er sent the same crossed photos to the 
Whatsapp no of the children’s mother,” 
according to the police. 

BJP leader Ravi Shankar Prasad slammed 
Rahul Gandhi for his recent statements on 
the Indian Army on Saturday and said that 
it is Congress’ “strategy” to make “hateful re-
marks” about the Army.

Prasad, while addressing a press conference 
here, referred to the purported video in which 
the Indian Army personnel were seen thrash-
ing the Chinese Army, and said that the Army 
is giving a befitting response in the Tawang 
faceoff that took place on 9 December.

“Rahul Gandhi questioned the Indian Army 
again today. He’s asking when’ll the land be 
returned. But when was the land taken? Video 
shows Army giving a befitting response in 

Tawang and he says, Army ‘pitti hain’. It’s 
his party’s strategy to make hateful remarks 
about Army,” Prasad said.

Retorting to Gandhi’s ‘Made in India’ re-
mark, in which he said that India needs to 
turn the cellphones “Made in China” into 
“Made in India,”  Prasad said.

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) leader Raghav Chad-
ha on Saturday took a jibe 
at the Bhartiya Janta Party 
(BJP) over the upcoming 
Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD) mayoral elec-
tions, which are to be held 
on 6 January next year.

Chadha, while addressing 
a press conference, high-
lighted the BJP’s announce-
ment of not contesting the 

Mayor’s election if the party 
will lose the MCD (Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi) 
elections of 2022.

“The BJP had announced 
that it would not contest the 
upcoming MCD mayoral 
election. But there is news 
coming that the Saffron 
party is now fielding an in-
dependent candidate, who 
will be supported by all BJP 
corporators,” Chadha said. 
Chadha asked the party 
to contest on the front foot 
without any hesitations.

DELhI METRO SERvICES 
DISRUpTED DUE TO DRONE 
fALLINg ON TRACK

STONE pELTINg INCIDENT IN DhARChULA 
fROM NEpAL’S SIDE 

DANCE TEAChER ARRESTED fOR ThREATENINg TO KILL ChILDREN 

Strategy to make hateful remarks 
about Army: Ravi Shankar Prasad 

ChADhA DARES bJp TO 
CONTEST DELhI’S MAyORAL 
ELECTION ON fRONT fOOT
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MANN KI bAAT

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said on Sun-
day that the Namami 

Gange initiative of the Cen-
tral Government has helped 
improve biodiversity and is 
being widely appreciated by 
the world.

“The Namami Gange mis-
sion has also helped improve 
biodiversity. It is our utmost 
responsibility to keep our 
rivers like Ganga clean. The 
mission initiated by the 
government is appreciated 
throughout the world,” PM 
Modi said in the 96th edi-
tion of his radio show-Mann 
Ki Baat.

“With Ganga’s ecosystem 
being clean, other liveli-
hood opportunities are also 
increasing. Here, I would 
like to highlight the ‘Jalaj 
Ajeevika Model’, which has 
been prepared for respecting 
biodiversity as the number 
of different species of Hilsa 
fish, Ganga dolphin and 
tortoises have significantly 

increased,” PM Modi said.
He expressed his pride as 

the United Nations recently 
included the programme of 
clean Ganga river in the top 
10 initiatives in the world for 
restoring ecosystems and 
said that it is our responsi-
bility to keep the river clean.

“Our culture and tradi-
tions have a great bond with 
Mother Ganga. It is our re-

sponsibility to keep Ganga 
clean. Today, I am proud to 
say, the United Nations has 
included Namami Gange 
in the top ten initiatives of 
the world for restoring eco-
systems,” he said, extend-
ing special thanks to Ganga 
Doot and Ganga Prahari, 
who contributed towards 
the cleanliness and hygiene 
of the Ganga plains by creat-

ing awareness by planting 
trees, cleaning ghats, per-
forming Ganga Aarti, stag-
ing street plays, painting, 
and poems.

The award was received by 
G. Asok Kumar, the Direc-
tor General of the Namami 
Gange project, during a 
function at the 15th Confer-
ence of Parties (COP15) to 
the Convention on Biodi-
versity (CBD) in Montreal, 
Canada on World Restora-
tion Day on 15 December. He 
further said that the ‘Swachh 
Bharat Mission’ has become 
firmly rooted in the mind of 
every Indian and the legacy 
of cleanliness is being car-
ried by all the Indians with 
‘Janbhagidari’.

For this, PM Modi cited the 
example of Sikkim-based 
Sange Sherpa from the 
Thegu village and said that 
he is devoted to the conser-
vation of the environment 
for the last 14 years at an al-
titude of more than 12,000 
feet.

“With his untiring efforts, 
he has changed the look 

and feel of this glacier lake. 
When Sange Sherpa ji start-
ed this campaign of cleanli-
ness in the year 2008”, the 
Prime Minister added.

“When the power of our 
resolve is strong, even the 
biggest challenge becomes 
easy,” PM Modi said, men-
tioning that the cleaning of 
Tsomgo Lake holds cultural 
significance there.

“Today, if you go to see 
the Tsomgo Lake, you will 
find huge garbage bins all 
around there. Now the gar-
bage collected here is sent 
for recycling. Garbage bags 
made of cloth are also given 
to the tourists coming here 
so that the garbage is not 
strewn around. Now about 
five lakh tourists reach here 
every year to see this very 
clean lake. Sange Sherpa 
has also been honoured by 
many organizations for this 
unique effort to conserve 
Tsomgo (Somgo) lake,” he 
said appreciating the efforts 
of people engaged in the ac-
tivities for protecting the en-
vironment.  

NAMAMI gANgE MISSION hELpED 
IMpROvE bIODIvERSITy: pM MODI 
TDG NeTwork
NeW DeLHi

Narendra Modi

top of the day
pM MODI TO 
CELEbRATE ‘vEER 
bAL DIwAS’ IN NEw 
DELhI 
NeW DeLHi: prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
will participate in a historic 
programme marking ‘veer 
Bal Diwas’ at Major Dhyan 
Chand National Stadium, 
Delhi on Monday at 12:30 
p.m. During the pro-
gramme, prime Minister 
will attend a ‘Shabad Kirtan’ 
performed by about three 
hundred Baal Kirtanis. on 
this momentous occa-
sion, pM will also flag off a 
march-past by about three 
thousand children in Delhi, 
said a press release by 
prime Minister’s office on 
Monday. the government is 
organising interactive and 
participative programmes 
all over the country to 
inform and educate the 
citizens, especially young 
children, about the story of 
the exemplary courage of 
the Sahibzades, added the 
statement.

80% RESERvED 
RAILwAy TICKETS 
ARE SOLD ONLINE
NeW DeLHi: the Minister of 
railways, Communications 
and electronic and informa-
tion technology, ashwini 
vaishnaw in a written reply 
to a question in Lok Sabha 
said that about 80% of 
railway reserved tickets are 
booked online. vaishnaw 
said, “mobile application 
on various platforms is 
also available for booking 
reserved and unreserved 
tickets as well as provision 
of other railway services.” 
the digitalisation of railway 
services and databases is 
an ongoing process. vaish-
naw said that the digital 
initiatives and on-ground 
services are seamlessly 
integrated through well-
documented instructions 
and manuals.

10 TRAINS DELAyED 
DUE TO LOw 
vISIbILITy 
NeW DeLHi: as many as ten 
trains of the Northern rail-
way were running late due to 
low visibility on Sunday. as 
per the official sources, most 
of the trains were running 
late by a minimum of one 
hour and maximum of four 
hours. gaya-New Delhi Ma-
habodhi, Darbhanga-New 
Delhi Special, Howrah-New 
Delhi express, and Benaras-
New Delhi express were 
some of the trains from the 
list running late. according 
to Cpro Northern railway, 
the Darbhanga-New Delhi 
Special was running late by 
two hours 45 minutes, the 
gaya-New Delhi Mahabodhi 
was running late by one and 
a half hours. the Malda 
town-Delhi JN Farakka 
was running late by one and 
a half hours whereas the 
raigarh-Nizamuddin train 
was running late by three 
hours.   

MAN STAbbED 
DURINg CLASh IN 
NEw DELhI
NeW DeLHi: a man was 
allegedly injured in a 
stabbing incident after a 
scuffle broke out between 
two groups here in the 
national capital in Sangam 
vihar area, police said on 
Sunday. the injured, identi-
fied as gagandeep (22), is a 
resident of the same area. 
He was admitted to the 
aiiMS trauma Centre for 
treatment.  police said they 
have recorded the victim’s 
statement and a case has 
been registered under sec-
tions 307/34 of the indian 
penal Code.

rajasthan BJp chief Satish poonia on Sunday slammed 
the Congress over Chief Minister ashok gehlot’s remark 
that the saffron party has ‘separated’ ram and Sita. 
Speaking to aNi, poonia said, “the Congress has still 
not been able to decide its stand on Shri ram. it is the 
Congress, the Congress only, which is the most averse to 
ram.” He added that there is no debate over the slogan 
‘Jai Shri ram’.
“Congress was against the ram Janmabhoomi andolan, 
it also resorted to divisive politics for vote banks. there 
is no debate regarding the slogan ‘Jai Shri ram’, as it 
represents our Sanatani culture.”
the rajasthan BJp chief also attacked the gehlot govern-
ment over the alleged exam paper leak case, blaming the 
Congress regime for ‘nurturing’ the cheating mafia.
“earlier, such incidents wouldn’t happen. But, under the 
Congress government, such incidents are coming to light 
in rajasthan. the rajasthan government is involved in 
nurturing the cheating mafia and crushing the dreams of 
the youth,” he said.

‘CONgRESS MOST AvERSE TO RAM’: 
RAJASThAN bJp ChIEf ON gEhLOT’S COMMENT



Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on Sunday said that 
the Old Pension Scheme 
(OPS) would be implement-
ed in the state soon and they 
have called for a meeting 
regarding the same today. 
“Old Pension scheme will be 
implemented. We have called 
a meeting today regarding 
that. We are going to give the 
Old Pension scheme to our 
workers who have contrib-
uted to the development of 
the state,” Himachal Pradesh 
CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
said while participating in the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra in the na-
tional capital. The foot march 

entered Delhi from Haryana 
after starting from the NHPC 
metro station in Faridabad 
around 6 am yesterday. 

Notably, in a statement is-
sued from New Delhi on 20 
December, Chief Minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
said that the Himachal 
Pradesh government was 
committed to fulfilling all 
the 10 guarantees made by 
the Congress before Assem-
bly elections and would leave 
no stone unturned to come up 
to the expectations and aspi-
rations of the people. 

Sukhu had said that the 
State Finance Department 
was directed to develop a 
detailed proposal regarding 
the implementation of OPS 
to facilitate National Pension 

System (NPS) employees of 
the State. He said that the sug-
gestions of various employee 
organizations and other soci-
ety sections were being con-
sidered so that a viable and 
comprehensive OPS could 

be framed. Chief Minister 
had said that he directed 
the officers to promote eco-
friendly vehicles in a big way 
which would not only lessen 
the burden on the State ex-
chequer but also prove a boon 

to the pristine environment 
of the State. He said that the 
State Transport Department 
would get a fleet of electric ve-
hicles and the Secretariat and 
other departments would be 
encouraged to go for electric 
vehicles. Sukhu said that 
greater focus would be laid 
on strengthening the agrar-
ian economy of the State by 
providing incentives to the 
farming community. He 
said that since agriculture 
and horticulture contribute 
about 13 per cent of the GDP 
of the State, stress would be 
laid on providing enhanced 
technological know-how to 
the farmers. He said that a 
special Startup Fund would 
be created to assist young en-
trepreneurs. 
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Denotifying Decisions

A delegation of the BJP, led 
by former CM and the newly 
elected Leader of Opposition 
in the HP Assembly, Jairam 
Thakur, on Sunday called on 
Governor Rajendra Vishwa-
natha Arlekar and submitted 
a memorandum against the 
Congress government for 
denotifying the previous 
government’s decisions. 

“Institutions already func-
tional in Himachal Pradesh 
are being denotified. We 
have requested the Gover-
nor to review the situation 
and examine legal options,” 

Thakur told mediapersons on 
Sunday. Former CM Thakur 
was unanimously named the 
leader of the BJP Legislature 
Party at a meeting in Shimla. 
He was later appointed the 
LoP in the 68-member As-

sembly.  Thakur also thanked 
the party leadership, PM Na-
rendra Modi, Home Minister 
Amit Shah, and the party’s 
president JP Nadda on be-
ing entrusted with the new 
responsibility. 

HimacHal BJP Delegation calls on 
governor, suBmits memoranDum

Huge DisaPPointment coviD scare

unanimously nameD

in Haryana

Drug trafficking

The Indian Meteorological 
Department has predicted 
that there will be no snow-
fall during Christmas in the 
tourist destinations of Him-
achal Pradesh, which came 
as a huge disappointment 
for the visitors who arrived 
in the capital city to witness 
the picturesque view of the 
snowfall. The state weather 
centre at Shimla has fore-
casted snowfall in higher 
reaches of the Kullu, Chamba, 
Lahaul-Spiti and Kinnaur dis-
tricts of the state after a fresh 
western disturbance (WD) 
is expected on 26 December. 
“During the past 24 hours, 
there were cold wave condi-

tions in the districts of Una, 
Bilaspur and Hamirpur. There 
is a fresh Western disturbance 
on 26 December, and there 
will be rain and snowfall in 
higher reaches of the state. 
On 28th and 29th, another 
western disturbance is ap-
proaching and it will impact 
the districts of Chamba, Kinn-

aur and Lahaul-Spiti districts 
of the state. There is no scope 
for snowfall during Christmas 
in tourist destinations of the 
state. The night temperatures 
have dropped and in days to 
come it may increase,” Bui Lal, 
Sr Scientist IMD HP said. 

The night temperatures 
have dropped in most parts of 

the state. During the past 24 
hours, the temperatures have 
dropped in the region. Kuku-
mseri in the Lahaul-Spiti Dis-
trict of the state recorded the 
lowest night temperature at 
minus 7.9 degree Celsius. Key-
long in Lahaul-Spiti district 
recorded at minus 6.4 degree 
Celsius, Kalpa recorded minus 
-4.6 degrees Celsius, Manali 
in Kullu recorded at minus 1.5 
degrees Celsius, Narkanda in 
Shimla recorded minus 2.2 de-
grees Celsius, Rekong Peo in 
Kinnaur recorded minus 1.3 
degree Celsius, Dalhousie in 
Chamba recorded at 0.8 de-
gree Celsius, Dharamshala 
recorded 5.0 degree Celsius, 
Kufri recorded at minus 1.8 
degree Celsius and Shimla 
received 1.0 degree Celsius. 

The tourists thronged to the 
hill resorts in Shimla for the 
Christmas and New Year fes-
tival season. Amid the rising 
COVID cases in some coun-
tries, tourists were seen fol-
lowing COVID-appropriate 
behaviour. Some of the locals 
and tourists could be seen 
wearing masks in crowded 
streets of the city as pre-
cautionary measures. The 
tourists here are gathered 
to celebrate the festival of 
Christmas and have a good 
time on New Year. However, 
the local residents in the re-
gion are concerned with the 
tourists gathering here from 

different parts of the state. 
One of the tourists coming 

from Bangalore said that in 
days to come they will have 
to follow the COVID pre-
cautions. “It is good to be 
here for the festival season. 
People are rushing here, 
the climate is good and the 
temperature is low. We were 

expecting snow but it’s not 
happening. Yes it is impor-
tant to take precautions as 
we know the coronavirus 
is spreading with new vari-
ants,” said Ujjwala, a tour-
ist. One of the visitors from 
Bangalore coming to the hills 
here believes that it is impor-
tant to take precautions. 

Former Himachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister Jairam 
Thakur will be the Leader of 
the Opposition of the State’s 
newly elected assembly. Dur-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) legislature meeting, 
the former CM and six-time 
legislator Thakur was unani-
mously named as the Lead-
er of the Opposition in the 
68-member Assembly. Fol-
lowing the meeting, Jairam 
Thakur thanked his party 
members and functionaries 
and assured them of execut-

ing his duty responsibly. 
Taking to Twitter the for-

mer Chief Minister in Hindi 
said, “It is our primary re-
sponsibility to carry out ev-
ery responsibility of the BJP 
family. I thank all BJP MLAs 
and office-bearers with my 
heart to give me the respon-
sibility of BJP Legislature 
Party Leader. I will proac-
tively carry out this respon-
sibility with the support and 
affection of all of you.” 

Earlier on 11 December, 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
took oath as the new Chief 
Minister  of  Himachal 
Pradesh. 

While marking the celebrations of Good Governance Day, 
on the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister, Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee here on Sunday, Haryana Chief Minis-
ter, today gave 22 Good Governance awards to various de-
partments for playing an instrumental role in turning the 
dream of ‘Digital Haryana’ into reality. The Chief Minister 
felicitated 118 officers and employees for simplifying work 
through digital medium during government service in vari-
ous departments. These include ‘State Level Awards’ and 
‘State Flagship Scheme Awards’ for Good Governance. The 
awardees were honoured during a state-level programme 
held on 25 December in Panchkula for bringing in digital 
reforms in their respective departments and for making the 
delivery of citizen-centric services to the people in a time-
bound and hassle-free manner.  

Personalized and Adaptive Learning (PAL) enabled tab-
let based learning program e-learning was launched by the 
Chief Minister on 5 May, 2022 in the state. This program has 
been launched for all 5 lakh students of class 10-12 in gov-
ernment schools of the state for English, Hindi and Social 
Science subjects. 

Striking a major blow to 
the trans-border narcotic 
smuggling networks amidst 
the ongoing war against 
drugs launched on the di-
rections of Chief Minister 
(CM) Bhagwant Mann, Pun-
jab Police have busted an 
elaborate drug smuggling 
cartel with the arrest of its 
two kingpins after recover-
ing 10 kg heroin and one 
sophisticated drone from 
their possession, said Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) 
Punjab Gaurav Yadav here 
on Sunday. 

The arrested smugglers 
identified as Dalbir and 
Jagdish, both residents of 
Gharinda in Amritsar, were 
engaged in drug traffick-
ing for the last three years 
and have no criminal case 
registered against them, 
according to a statement 
from Information and Pub-
lic Relations Department, 
Punjab. DGP Gaurav Yadav 

said that the Amritsar Rural 
Police led by SSP Swapan 
Sharma in an intelligence-
based operation has suc-
cessfully busted this drug 
smuggling cartel, which had 
been smuggling contraband 
to states including Haryana, 
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh 
after importing them from 
cross-border using drones. 

He said that the USA made 
sophisticated drone recov-
ered from the duo smug-
glers, is a DJI series drone, 
worth Rs 20 lakhs, having 
hi-tech features including 
long-lasting battery back up 
and infrared-based night vi-
sion camera. This is the fifth 
such drone recovered in less 
than a month, he added. 
Divulging more details, SSP 
Swapan Sharma said that 
both the smugglers have 
been evading arrest by us-
ing altered modus operandi 
to carry out smuggling of 
contraband. 

imD PreDicts no snowfall in tourist Destinations of 
HimacHal During cHristmas week

Tourists throng Shimla for 
Christmas and New Year

Former CM elected 
Leader of Opposition 
in Himachal Pradesh

CM confers Good 
Governance awards to 
various departments 

Police arrests two 
kingpins of narcotic 
smuggling cartel
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gooD governance Day

fulfilling guarantees

Haryana Chief Min-
ister Manohar Lal 
Khattar addressed 

the public at the state-level 
‘Good Governance Day’ 
function in Panchkula on 
Sunday. “Good Governance 
Day has been celebrated for 
the last eight years. ‘Veer Bal 
Diwas’ will be celebrated 
in the country tomorrow,” 
he said during the state-
level programme. The Chief 
Minister also extended his 
greetings on Christmas. 
During the function, he 
mentioned that families 
with annual incomes up to 
1,80,000 are being brought 
under the BPL family and 
around 29 lakh cards will 
be made in this regard. 

“The government’s offi-
cial portal Haryana Shehri 
Vikas Pradhikaran (HSVP) 
will begin its Citizen Fa-
cilitation Center today,” 
he informed. The chief 
minister also declared the 
regularization of identi-
fied colonies. The Haryana 
chief minister said that a 

Police commissionerate will 
now be established in the 
Sonepat district in Hary-
ana. Giving more informa-
tion, he said, “The Police 
Enforcement Wing will be 
made separately and ADGP 
Enforcement will be made 
a separate post.” “The re-
cruitment process for 2500 

posts in IRB will start next 
month,” he added. 

Notably, under the ‘Chi-
rayu Yojana,’ 29 lakh fami-
lies shall be given health 
insurance. “Almost all the 
cards are being distrib-
uted, but even in case of 
non-receipt of cards, peo-
ple will get the benefit of 
Chirayu Yojana,” he said. 
According to the chief min-
ister, health checkups of 
about 1.25 crore people will 
be done under the ‘Nirogi 
Haryana Yojana’ 

“Started good governance 
as CM window in 2014, and 
it is functioning continu-
ously. Today around 12 lakh 
complaints came through 
the CM window,” Khat-
tar informed while talk-
ing about the reddressal of 

grievances received on the 
‘CM window’. The chief 
minister also ensured ser-
vice to the citizens under 
the ‘Right to Service.’ He 
also pledged to give people 
their rights under the ‘Own-
ership Scheme.’ 

Highlighting the state gov-
ernment’s achievements he 
mentioned that the govern-
ment had worked for eligi-
ble people so that they could 
start getting pensions sit-
ting at home. Talking about 
felicitation at the function 
he said, “Today we will give 
about 22 awards to those 
who worked for good gov-
ernance and transparency.” 
The chief minister informed 
that the state government 
will celebrate 2023 as ‘An-
tyodaya Arogya Varsh.’ 

29 lakH carDs will Be maDe for BPl 
families in Haryana: cm kHattar

OPS will be implemented in state: Himachal CM Sukhu
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Haryana Chief Minister Manohar lal Khattar 

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 

The BJP delegation with Himachal Governor Rajendra vishwanatha arlekar.

iMD predicts no snowfall in tourist destinations of Himachal Tourists throng Shimla for Christmas, New Year celebrations

top of the day

HP BJP leaDers 
Pay triBute to 
former Pm atal 
BiHari vaJPayee
Shimla: as BJP cel-
ebrated the birthday of 
former Prime minister 
atal Bihari Vajpayee 
as good governance 
day, former himachal 
Pradesh Chief minister 
Jairam thakur, BJP State 
President Suresh kashyap, 
State incharge avinash 
rai khanna along with a 
host of other leaders, paid 
floral tributes at the statue 
of atal Bihari Vajpayee at 
ridge maidan in Shimla. 
Speaking on this occa-
sion, former Chief minister 
Jairam thakur said that 
Vajpayee followed the 
ideals of peace, survival, 
compassion, equal-
ity, justice and fraternity 
throughout his life. 

skm to HolD 
‘kisan maHa 
PancHayat’ in 
JinD on 26 Jan
karnal:  Samyukta kisan 
morcha (Skm) will hold 

‘kisan maha Panchayat’ 
in haryana’s Jind on 26 
January, the officials of the 
union told the mediaper-
sons on Saturday. 
the district and block-level 
protests will also be or-
ganised in different parts 
of the country to press the 
union government for the 
pending demands of the 
farmers, including fixing 
the guaranteed minimum 
support prices, withdrawal 
cases filed against farm-
ers during farmers’ agita-
tion among others, said 
Skm officials. a meeting of 
Skm was held on Saturday 
at gurudwara dera kar 
Sewa in haryana’s karnal. 

ncPcr team 
visits DisPuteD 
sHelter Home at 
raJPura
Chandigarh: after the 
horror case of sodomy 
stirred over Social media, 
the national Commission 
for Protection of Child 
rights team visited the 
disputed Shelter home at 
rajpura on Saturday. the 
team had word with all 
stakeholders comprising 
the statement of com-
plainant Child welfare 
Chairperson rozy Sareen.  
the nCPCr team 
reached the shelter home 
in question on Saturday 
around 11 am and had 
one to one meeting with 
all stakeholders com-
prising the women’s 
Commission department, 
district Child Protection 
Officer, investigating 
Officer, deputy Commis-
sioner, SP Patiala, staff 
of the observation home 
along with the Complain-
ant rozy Sareen.

kanPur: 5-6 
scraP Houses 
DamageD in fire
kanPur: Five to six scrap 
shops were damaged 
after after a fie broke 
out in kanpur, the police 
informed on Sunday.
kanpur Fire Officer kk 
Singh informed that the 
fire broke out at Sutarkha-
na in harbans mohal 
police station area. “we 
received information about 
a fire at Sutarkhana in the 
harbans mohal police sta-
tion area. we reached the 
spot and found that around 
5-6 scrap shops have 
been damaged. three fire 
tenders were present at 
the spot. no injuries have 
been reported so far,” he 
said. 
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Punjab police arrests 2 kingpins of trans-border narcotic smuggling cartel



Bilateral relations 

Indo-Bangla trade treaty 
to boost economy 
Nivedita Mukherjee 
new delhi

Maan Ki Baat 

art, literature, culture are collective 
wealth of society: PM narenDra MoDi

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in his last Mann Ki 
Baat address of the year 
2022 on Sunday said it is 
society’s responsibility to 
take forward its collective 
wealth comprising art, lit-
erature, and culture.
“Art, literature and culture 
are the collective wealth 
of society; it is society’s re-
sponsibility to take them 
forward,” PM Modi said in 
the 96th edition of Mann 
Ki Baat. In Mann Ki Baat, 
the Prime Minister talked 
about various startups of 
the countrypersons which 
have contributed to the 
Central government’s Vocal 
for Local campaign.

Having said above, PM 
Modi in his address men-
tioned the recently recog-
nised record from the Ka-
lari Club of Dubai.
“The Guinness Book of 

World Records recently 
recognised a record from 
the Kalari Club of Dubai. 
The record is about the 
ancient martial art from 
India, Kalaripayattu. This 
record was for the highest-
ever number of people per-
forming Kalaripayattu in 
one place,” PM Modi said 
and clarified the connec-
tion of a Dubai-based club 
with India. “This record 

is related to Kalaripayattu, 
the ancient martial art of 
India. This record is for 
the performance of Kalari 
by the maximum number 
of people simultaneously. 
Kalari club Dubai, together 
with Dubai Police, planned 
this and displayed it on the 
National Day of UAE. In 
this event, people ranging 
from 4 years old children to 
60 years old showed their 
best ability of Kalari. This 
is a wonderful example of 
how different generations 
are carrying forward an an-
cient tradition, with full in-
ner enthusiasm,” he added.

on similar lines, next, he 
mentioned a club on Kal-
peni Island, Lakshwadeep 
called the Kummel Broth-
ers Challengers Club where 
the local youths are being 
trained in the arts of Kolkali, 
Parichakli, Kilipaat and tra-
ditional songs.

Informing about the 
‘Quemshree’, he said that 
this Gadak district resident 
of Karnataka has created a 
platform called ‘Kala Chet-
na’ for organising several 
programmes for Karnata-
ka’s artists.
“He has been engaged in 
the mission of reviving the 
art culture of Karnataka 
for the last 25 years. Earlier 
he was associated with the 
profession of Hotel Man-

agement. But, his attach-
ment to his culture and tra-
dition was so deep that he 
made it his mission,” PM 
Modi said.

He further said that the 
enthusiasm of the country 
persons towards art and 
culture is a manifestation of 
the feeling of ‘pride in our 
heritage’.

Further talking about the 
products made from Bam-
boo, PM Modi said: “There 
are skilled bamboo artisans, 
skilled artists, especially 
in tribal areas. Ever since 
the country changed the 
British-era laws related to 
bamboo, a huge market 
has developed for it. Even 
in areas like Palghar in 
Maharashtra, tribal people 
make many beautiful prod-
ucts from bamboo. Things 
like boxes, chairs, teapots, 
baskets, and trays made 
of bamboo are becoming 
very popular. Not only this, 
these people also make 
beautiful clothes and deco-
rations from bamboo grass. 
This is also providing em-
ployment to tribal women 
and their talent is also get-
ting recognition.”

He also talked about a 
Karnataka-based couple 
indulged in making prod-
ucts from betelnut fiber and 
exporting it to the interna-
tional market.
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Taking a progressive 
step towards starting 
discussions on a Com-

prehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement (CEPA), 
India and Bangladesh have 
decided to carve out a deal 
that will aim at establishing 
reliable and sustainable Re-
gional Value Chains (RVCs), 
create new jobs, raise liv-
ing standards as well as 
provide wider social and 
economic opportunities in 
India and Bangladesh. The 
agreements were part of the 
comprehensive discussions 
held between Minister of 
Commerce and Industry 
and Textiles Piyush Goyal 
and Commerce Minister of 
Bangladesh Tipu Munshi -- 
the first post Covid meeting 
since September 2018 --- to 
further strengthen bilateral 
economic relations.

Importantly, the Ministers 
discussed settlement of trade 
in Indian rupees amidst a 
move by Indian banks to ex-
plore the possibility of ini-
tiating rupee trade with the 
neighbouring country. This 
is part of an exercise to make 
rupee an international cur-

rency and insulating India’s 
exports from foreign cur-
rency fluctuations. A Joint 
feasibility study on a CEPA 
has been arried out follow-
ing the mutual interest for 
exploring a bilateral FTA 
which proposes a sound ba-
sis for substantial enhance-
ment of trade and commer-
cial partnership between the 
two countries. 

The visit of Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina to India from 
5-8 September was a step 
forward in building a robust 
Indo-Bangladesh economic 
partnership with a focus 
on trade and connectivity 
and in that context, forward 
movement in a CEPA is im-
portant at a time when Ban-
gladesh is eyeing FTAs with 
its major trading partners 
such as China, Japan, South 
Korea, Singapore, Canada 
and Malaysia, as per Bipul 
Chatterjee, executive direc-
tor of CUTS International.

While the proposed CEPA 
is expected to double their 
bilateral trade from the 
current level of $18 bil-
lion within a few years, 
during Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Bangla-
desh visit in March 2021, 

the two sides had agreed 
to enhance  trade and the 
joint statement under-
scored the need for the re-
moval of non-tariff barri-
ers, need for predictability 
of trade policies, regulations 
and procedures. “For the 
first time, Bangladesh’s ex-
ports to India crossed US$ 
1 billion mark in 2018-19, 
a record 52 per cent jump, 
compared to 2017-18. Our 
bilateral trade potential is 
$ 40 bn,” says Prabir De, 
Professor, Research and 
Information System for De-
veloping Countries (RIS), a 
think-tank.

The CEPA holds out rich 
dividends for both. India 
and Bangladesh already have 
a goods agreement under 
the aegis of the 2006 agree-
ment   on South  s ian   
Free Trade Area (SAFTA) 
which govern the tariff 
regimes for  trade. Under 
SAFTA, India has granted 
duty free quota free access 
to Bangladesh on all items 
except alcohol and tobac-
co. The missing middle is 
an  agreement  on servic-
es trade and Bangladesh -- an 
economy driven predomi-
nantly by agriculture and 

services – and the country 
would be keen on an agree-
ment that brings in the ser-
vices component and invest-
ment, feel experts.

Bangladesh is also keen 
on Indian businessmen to 
explore investment oppor-
tunities in Bangladesh un-
derlined by its “geo-political 
advantage, very progressive 
and industry friendly poli-
cies and various sectors and 
products with huge potential 
including ceramic and glass 
products, according to the 
Commerce Minister of Ban-
gladesh. While garments has 
been the dominant sector, 
Bangladesh is looking at ex-
port diversification as part of 
its next level of growth. 

The realisation of this 
potential will also depend 
on optimal use of existing 
and proposed connectivity 
between the two countries 
and strengthening of con-
nectivity and trade infra-
structure, points out Chat-
terjee. Already, three Special 
Economic Zones have been 
set up in Bangladesh for In-
dian investors and Indian 
companies are investing in 
various sectors including 
telecommunications, phar-

maceuticals, FMCG and 
automobiles sectors in Ban-
gladesh. These are seen as 
offering a significant back-
drop to the more intense 
bilateral  engagements 
in trade and investment that 
India and Bangladesh are 
chalking out through the 
CEPA.

Central to the connectivity 
plan is the opening of bor-
der haats which are closed 
since the onset of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. While the 
Balat border haat in East 
Khasi Hills of Meghalaya 
had been re-opened recent-
ly, it is time to also re-open 
the remaining border haats 
at Kalaichar in South West 
Garo hills in Meghalaya and 
those in Kamalasagar and 
Srinagar in Tripura, accord-
ing to Chatterjee.

Bangladesh also wants 
Indian industry to look at 
improving the markets in 
the north-eastern region 
in India which alongwith 
Bangladesh’s market of-
fers good transit facility 
including road, railway and 
waterways and could offer 
a win-win proposition for 
both Bangladeshi and In-
dian businesses.
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china stoPs PuBlishing coviD cases 
aMiD fresh surge
deaths at more than 5,000 a day.  New modelling by Air-
finity has examined data from China’s regional provinces. 
The current outbreak is growing more rapidly in some re-
gions than in others. Cases are currently rising much more 
quickly in Beijing and Guangdong. 

“Using the trends in regional data our team of epidemiolo-
gists has forecast the first peak to be in regions where cases 
are currently rising and a second peak driven by later surges 
in other Chinese provinces,” Airfinity said in a statement. 

The Airfinity model estimates case rates could reach 3.7 
million a day in a January peak and 4.2 million a day in 
March 2023. Airfinity’s Head of Vaccines and Epidemiology 
Dr Louise Blair said, “China has stopped mass testing and is 
no longer reporting asymptomatic cases. The combination 
means the official data is unlikely to be a true reflection of 
the outbreak being experienced across the country. 

“China has also changed the way it records Covid-19 
deaths to only include those who die from respiratory fail-
ure or pneumonia after testing positive. This is different to 
other countries that record deaths within a time frame of a 
positive test or where Covid-19 is recorded to have attributed 
to the cause of death. This change could downplay the extent 
of deaths seen in China.” 

The surge in coronavirus cases in China is severely strain-
ing hospitals in Beijing and other major Chinese cities, re-
ported NHK World. Millions of people in China have been 
affected by Covid-19 since the ‘zero-covid policy’ was di-
luted on 7 December. The health authorities in Qingdao in 
Shandong Province estimated on Friday that 490,000 to 
530,000 people per day have contracted the virus. Even 
the manufacturing hub of China, Dongguan in Guangdong 
Province on Friday reported 250,000 to 300,000 cases. 

The cases pose an unprecedented challenge for medical 
workers. A Beijing hospital official says about 500 patients 
daily are received at its emergency unit. That’s 2.5 times the 
usual. About 20 per cent of them have developed serious 
symptoms. 

Looking at the number of Covid cases, other hospitals in 
Beijing are setting up makeshift intensive care units and 
increasing the number of beds for patients with serious 
symptoms, reported NHK World. 

ranDoM Post-arrival testing Begins 
at Delhi airPort
from international arrivals.

“RT-PCR test to be mandatory for international arriv-
als from China, Japan, S. Korea, Hong Kong & Thailand. 
On arrival, if any passenger from these countries is found 
symptomatic or tests positive for Covid19, then he/she will 
be put under quarantine,” said Mandaviya. 

Earlier on Thursday Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
chaired a high-level meeting to review the status and pre-
paredness of public health response to COVID-19 and 
emphasised the need for strengthened surveillance with a 
focus on genome sequencing and increased testing. 

chinese foreign Minister says ‘reaDy 
to worK with inDia’ 
Chushul-Moldo border meeting point on the Chinese side 
on 20 December and agreed to maintain the security and 
stability on the ground in the Western Sector. 

“In the interim, the two sides agreed to maintain the se-
curity and stability on the ground in the Western Sector,” 
according to the statement. 

The MEA statement said the two sides agreed to stay in 
close contact, and maintain dialogue through military and 

diplomatic channels and work out a mutually acceptable 
resolution of the remaining issues at the earliest. 

if there is war, it will Be against Both 
china, PaK: rahul ganDhi
Pakistan which are together. If the war happens it will hap-
pen with both. They are working together not only militar-
ily but also economically.” 
Criticising the Central government over its policies, Ra-
hul Gandhi said, “Our economic system has slowed down 
after 2014. In our country there is disturbance, fight, con-
fusion and hatred. Our mindset is still that of two and a 
half-front war. Our mindset is not of joint operability and 
of cyber warfare. India is now extremely vulnerable. China 
and Pakistan are both preparing a surprise for us, which 
is why I keep repeating that the government cannot keep 
quiet. What happened at the border the government should 
tell people of the country. What action we have to take we 
have to start today. Actually, we had to act five years ago but 
we did not do it. If we don’t act fast, then there will be a big 
loss. I am extremely concerned with what is happening at 
the border in Arunachal and Ladakh,” he added.

Maoist leaDer PrachanDa nePal’s 
new PM  
government. “A coalition of 6 parties have decided to proj-
ect Pushpa Kamal Dahal as the Prime Minister. An agree-
ment has been reached. Dahal will lead the government for 
two and a half years and the CPN-UML will be in power 
in the remaining two-and-a-half years,” Barshaman Pun, 
leader of the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Center) 
said.

In the new coalition, the CPN-UML has 78, Maoist Cen-
ter 32, Rastriya Swatantra Party 20, Rastriya Prajatantra 
Party 14, Janata Samajbadi Party 12, Janamat Party 6, 
Nagarik Unmukti Party has four MPs and three indepen-
dent lawmakers are in support of Prachanda. 

Pushpa Kamal Dahal now has the support of 169 Mem-
bers of Parliament.

Earlier on Sunday, Nepali Congress senior leader Ram 
Chandra Paudel said Maoist Center decided to leave the 
ruling coalition. 

Confirming the decision of the Maoist Centre over the 
phone with ANI, Paudel said that Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
aka Prachanda walked out of the coalition meeting on Sun-
day after saying that “the coalition has lost its relevance.” 

isi trying to revive ltte in taMil naDu: 
rePort  
Commission in Colombo. 

The High Commission was overseeing a couple of op-
eratives in Tamil Nadu who were undertaking recon-
naissance of several targets which they planned to strike. 
With that module being busted at the roots, the ISI is now 
trying to revive the LTTE movement in Tamil Nadu and Sri 
Lanka to keep to derail security in this part of the country, 
reported The Island Online. 

An Intelligence Bureau official told OneIndia that back 
in February attempts were being made to revive the LTTE 
movement by linking it to Tamil nationalism. The NIA had 
arrested former operatives of the outfit and found that these 
were linked to some persons in Europe. It was learnt that 
these operatives based in Europe were trying to withdraw 
money and use it to revive the LTTE. 

It was found that these persons based out of Denmark and 
Switzerland had been trying to withdraw money to fund 
the activities of the defunct LTTE. Further, it has also been 
learnt that the ISI through these elements had been target-

ing rural areas to revive the LTTE by using Tamil national-
ism, reported The Island Online. 

They were also in touch with some NGOs who were 
found to be arranging webinars and seminars to convince 
the people that the rise of the LTTE was directly linked to 
Tamil nationalism. 

This case came to light after the arrest of Sri Lankan na-
tional Letchumanan Mary Franciska (50) from Chennai 
Airport. 

During the probe, it was revealed that the accused had 
withdrawn money from the Indian Overseas Bank’s Mum-
bai Fort branch. It became clear that the money was to be 
spent on the revival of the LTTE, reported The Island On-
line. 

Notably, the activities that are taking place in the Kod-
dikarai fishing port which was once a hub for Sri Lankan 
smugglers who traded beedis for opium is a case in point. 
The Koddikarai Port has been a bone of contention and has 
not only been used by smugglers, but by terrorists as well. A 
major Chinese arms racket too has been busted at this port. 

An Intelligence Bureau dossier says that the drug indus-
try which is being aided by the ISI churns out nearly Rs 
380 Billion a year through the sale of drugs. The ISI in turn 
uses this money to fund its terrorists, reported The Island 
Online. 

co-star sheezan arresteD in aBet-
Ment to suiciDe case
 section 306 of IPC,” Waliv Police said. Khan will be pre-
sented in court on Monday. 

Police have said they will investigate the death of TV ac-
tor Tunisha Sharma from both the murder and suicide 
angles.
Earlier, according to Waliv Police, they received informa-
tion that after the tea break, the actress went to the toilet 
and when she did not come back, the police broke the door 
open and found that she had allegedly hanged herself. 

Police conducted an investigation on the spot and said 
that there was no suicide note recovered while adding that 
the reason for the suicide is not yet clear. 

People present on the sets of the serial the actress was last 
working on, claimed that she had died by suicide. 

Tunisha Sharma made her acting debut with 
‘Bharat Ka Veer Putra - Maharana Pratap’. She also 
worked in shows like ‘Ishq Subhan Allah’, ‘Gab-
bar Poonchwala’, ‘Sher-e-Punjab: Maharaja Ran-
jit Singh’, and ‘Chakravartin Ashoka Samrat’. 
The actor also appeared in Bollywood movies including 
‘Fitoor’, ‘Baar Baar Dekho’, ‘Kahaani 2: Durga Rani Singh’, 
and ‘Dabangg 3’. 

tunisha DieD Due to ‘hanging’: Post-
MorteM rePort 
“Tunisha Sharma used to work as an actress in a TV show. 
Tunisha Sharma and Sheezan Khan had a love affair. They 
had a breakup 15 days ago after which she died by suicide 
on the sets of her show,” Assistant Commissioner of Police 
(ACP) Chandrakant Jadhav said during a press conference 
here. The ACP further said: 

“Tunisha’s mother had filed a complaint and accused 
Sheezan was arrested and later produced in the court 
which sent him to four-days judicial custody. The post-
mortem report clearly specifies the cause of death of Tuni-
sha as hanging.” 

A case of abetment to suicide was registered against 
Sheezan under Section 306 of the Indian Penal Code af-
ter his ‘Ali Baba: Dastaan-E-Kabul’ co-star, Tunisha, was 
found dead on the show’s sets. 

He was taken by the officials from Waliv police station to 

the Vasai court on Sunday.
At the court, Sheezan’s lawyer, Sharad Rai, spoke to the 

media and said, “Whatever has happened, police and court 
are working. He (Sheezan Khan) has been produced in 
court. Allegations against him are baseless.” 

Adding that the investigation into the matter is under-
way, ACP Jadhav further clarified of no other angle of love 
jihad or blackmailing so far. “As of now, the investigation is 
underway. Accused Sheezan’s and the deceased’s phones 
have been seized. There is no angle of any other affair, 
blackmailing or ‘Love Jihad’ as of now,” the ACP siad. Ac-
cording to Waliv Police, they received information that 
after the tea break, the actress went to the toilet and when 
she did not come back, the police broke the door open and 
found that she had hanged herself.

sheezan was in touch with Many 
girls, claiMs tunisha’s Kin
 girls while he was in a relationship with her. 

Pawan Sharma, the maternal uncle of Tunisha Sharma, 
said the family members are in deep shock after the inci-
dent. “We cannot believe that Tunisha is no more. She used 
to live with her mother in the Indraprastha building on Mira 
Road. She used to look after everything. I have full faith in 
the police. Whoever is the accused should be punished,” 
Pawan Sharma told news agency.

“Even after being in a relationship with Tunisha and living 
together, Sheezan used to keep in touch with many girls. 
This left Tunisha stressed and in depression. On December 
16, Tunisha came to know that Sheezan was cheating on her 
and after this, she had an anxiety attack. Tunisha’s mother 
also spoke to Sheezan and asked him why he came so close 
and then left Tunisha suddenly when he was not serious. 
This was not right,” he added. 

Pawan Sharma further informed that actor Tunisha 
Sharma’s last rites will be performed on 27 December in 
Mira road area. The Waliv Police on Sunday said the post-
mortem reports of the deceased actor have specified ‘hang-
ing’ as the cause of death. 

very Dense fog liKely in PunjaB,  
haryana: iMD

Chandigarh in the next 24 hours.
Dense fog is likely to occur in isolated pockets over West 
Uttar Pradesh and North Rajasthan, IMD said. 
For Dec 27, dense to very dense fog is very like-
ly in some pockets over Punjab, according to IMD 
However, dense fog is very likely in isolated pock-
ets of Haryana, Chandigarh and West Uttar Pradesh 
and would continue for the remaining three days. 
Delhi is likely to face biting cold conditions over the next 
24 hours.
IMD said: “Dense to very dense fog in many places very 
likely to continue over Punjab and Haryana, Chandigarh 
in early morning hours of 25th December. 
Thereafter, dense fog in isolated pockets very likely to 
continue over these sub-divisions for subsequent 4 days.” 
It also forecast: “Dense Fog in isolated pockets also very 
likely over Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, Bihar, West Bengal 
& Sikkim, Odisha, Assam and Tripura in early morning 
hours of 25th December; over Uttar Pradesh and north 
Rajasthan in the night and morning hours of 25th-26th 
December and decreases in intensity thereafter.

T h e  I M D  h a s  p r e d i c t e d  c o l d  w a v e s 
a n d  c o l d  d ay  w a r n i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s . 
On Saturday, the Northern Railway informed that 14 Del-
hi-bound trains were running late, due to dense fog in the 
national capital region. On Friday too, dense fog engulfed 
North India bringing down visibility. 
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 SKILL TRAINING

LAW AND ORDER 

Union Minister Bhupender 
Yadav said on Saturday that 
Employees' State Insurance 
Corporation (ESIC) planned 
to fill 6,400 vacancies, in-
cluding posts for more than 
2,000 doctors and teach-
ing faculty, wiping out the 
backlogs for manpower that 
remained.

ESIC is also working to-
wards providing a skills-
based training programme 
to the workers and has 
launched certificate courses 

in 10 disciplines.
Delivering the Second 

Graduation Day Keynote 
Address at the ESIC Medi-
cal College and Hospital at 
K.K. Nagar in Chennai,  the 
Union Minister said that as 
part of the Union Govern-
ment's objective of the mod-
ernisation of facilities under 
the 'Nirman Se Shakti' initia-
tive, we are setting up 23 new 
100-bed hospitals across the 
country.

"We are also setting up over 
60 dispensaries that will 
ensure the delivery of qual-
ity medical care services to 

injured workers and their 
dependents in the vicinity of 
their residences. The Union 
Government is ensuring that 
our services are available to 
a wider population. We are 
focused on creating an in-
frastructure for easy access 
to medical services for our 
country's workers, and ESIC 
itself has had a huge role to 
play in it. This ESIC Medical 
College has provided Out 
Patient Department (OPD) 
service for 5,76,329 benefi-
ciaries, with a daily average 
OPD census of 2,153 since 
January this year. Today, we 

are working towards pan-
India coverage and are con-
stantly creating more infra-
structure and capacity. We 
have introduced a cath lab at 
ESIC hospitals in three cities 
in India," Yadav said.

"As part of promoting pre-
ventative healthcare prac-
tices amongst the masses, 
the ESIC department has 
launched medical health 
checkups for 15 industrial 
clusters—this communi-
cates a significant shift in 
approach,"  he added, adding 
that it is not the workers that 
visit the hospitals, but ESIC 

is now reaching out to them 
at their workplaces.

The minister said that the 
government is targeting oc-
cupational diseases.

"Under the vision of our 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, we are targeting occu-
pational diseases. Occupa-
tion-based health checkups 
and follow-ups are being 
done regularly, especially for 
women beedi and brick kiln 
workers. Moreover, preven-
tative and curative solutions 
for their health problems 
are also being researched," 
he pointed out.     

ESIC to fill 6,400 vacancies, including 
doctors and teaching faculty 

Miscreants stab a man 
to death in Mangaluru, 
section 144 imposed 

IN ANDHRA PRADESH 

The Andhra Pradesh Po-
lice on Sunday launched a 
search operation against 
"unidentified persons," ac-
cused of beating two gold 
traders and robbing them in 
the forest area of Prakasam 
District.

According to the police, 
some unidentified miscre-
ants, in the wee hours of 
Sunday, intercepted a car 
and beat two gold trad-
ers, on their way to Nara-
saraopeta in the Palanadu 
district, and allegedly 
robbed them of gold, weigh-
ing 1.75 grams, worth over 

Rs 20 lakhs, around six 
kilometres away from Gid-
dalur forest check post in 
Prakasam district.

"We were moving to-
wards Narasaraopeta in 
the Palanadu district from 
Nandyal by car. The area 
is fully under dense forest, 
with a radius of 50 Km, as 
we cross Nandyal. We were 
approaching the Giddalur 
forest check post. Imme-
diately, some unknown 
persons intercepted us and 
broke our car's window 
glasses and beat us badly, 
following this they stole the 
gold from us and ran away 
in our car," a victim said.

The police have lodged a 

case against the unknown 
accused persons and have 
launched a search opera-
tion.

"As soon as we received 
the information, we reached 
the spot immediately. The 
victims have been identi-
fied as gold traders, who 
were beaten up by unidenti-
fied persons, who stole their 
gold and cash. The incident 
happened on the outskirts 
of Giddalur's forest zone. 
We have intensified our 
search operations against 
the unknown accused per-
sons," the police said.

The investigation into this 
matter is underway. Further 
information is awaited.

Probe launched in Gold 
traders’ robbery case

 REFORM 

A group of unidentified 
miscreants has stabbed a 
man to death at Krishna-
pura, Mangaluru outskirts 
in Karnataka, said the po-
lice on Sunday as it clamped 
restrictions in the area for 
48 hours starting 6 a.m. on 
25 December to prevent any 
untoward incident. Police 
also ordered a ban on liquor 
sales till 27 December.

The deceased in the Satur-
day night incident has been 
identified as Jaleel, the po-
lice said. The reason behind 
the attack is not known yet.

Jaleel was stabbed while 
he was standing in front of 
his shop. His attackers fled 
from the spot after the as-
sault, the police added.

The victim was immedi-
ately rushed to the hospital, 
but he died during treat-
ment. "Injured breathed 
his last and now the body 
is shifted to AJ hospital for 
further procedures," said 
Police Commissioner N. 
Shashikumar.

Mangaluru city police 
commissioner promulgated 
prohibitory orders under 
Section 144 of the CrPC in 
Surathkal, Bajpe, Kavoor 
and Panambur police sta-
tion limits, from 6 a.m. on 
Sunday, 25 December till 
Tuesday, 27 December, 6 
a.m., to prevent any untow-
ard incidents connected to 
the murder.

The police commissioner 
also ordered a ban on liquor 
sales till 10 a.m. on 27 De-
cember.             

Marking the return of peace 
and security in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the central gov-
ernment will conduct one 
of the G20 meetings in the 
Union Territory in 2023.

India assumed the G20 
presidency on 1 Decem-
ber. During its presidency, 
India will host more than 
200 meetings in more than 
50 cities across 32 different 
workstreams. The G20 is an 
intergovernmental forum of 
the world's 20 major devel-
oped and developing econo-
mies, making it the premier 
forum for international eco-
nomic cooperation.

The top event of the G20 
leaders' summit is slated 
to be held in the national 
capital on 9 and 10 Septem-
ber 2023, while 200 other 
events will take place in dif-
ferent parts of the country.

From 1990 to 2019, Paki-
stan and its agents in Kash-
mir made every attempt 
to thwart any national or 
international event held in 
the valley, but after the ab-
rogation of Article 370 on 
August 5, 2019, the situation 
changed as the separatists 
and terrorists who used to 
hold Kashmir hostage on 
special occasions have been 
taken to task.

Till 5 August 2019, the sep-
aratists sponsored by Paki-
stan used to disrupt events 
planned by the government 
in Kashmir.

When Article 370 of the 
Indian Constitution was 
scrapped in 2019, security 
forces and the investigat-
ing agencies were directed 
to launch a final assault 
against terrorists and their 
supporters in the valley.

According to reports, the 
Hurriyat Conference's two 
factions have ceased to exist, 
one led by Hurriyat hawk 
Syed Ali Shah Geelani and 
the other by Hurriyat mod-
erate Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Liberation Front, Jamaat-
e-Islami, and other parties, 
known for propagating sep-

aratism and sedition, were 
banned after the Pulwama 
terror attack of 14 February 
2019, that left 40 paramili-
tary CRPF men dead.

The security forces have 
also tightened the noose 
around absconding terror-
ists who used to throw gre-
nades, attack state establish-
ments and kill innocents.

Another factor which can 
be credited for the selection 
of Srinagar as a venue for 
G20 meeting is the footfall 
of around 1.62 crore tourists 
to the Union Territory in the 
last 11 months, which is the 
highest since Independence.

The people of Kashmir 
responding positively to a 
change in J&K's status quo 
encouraged New Delhi to 
expedite the development 
process in the Union Ter-
ritory. The projects that 
were in limbo for the past 
many years have been com-
pleted and the foundations 
of many new projects have 
been laid.

It is pertinent to mention 
that while the scheduled 
G20 meeting in Srinagar is 
a big victory for India, it is a 
major setback for Pakistan, 
as the G20 comprises the 
world's largest advanced 
and emerging economies, 
representing about two-
thirds of the world's popu-
lation, 85% of global gross 
domestic product, 80% of 
global investment, and over 
75% of global trade.

Pakistan had reacted 
sharply to the announce-
ment of the G20 meet in Sri-
nagar, which was eventually 
ignored by the participants.

The delegates would then 
visit various tourist destina-
tions here, including the Dal 
Lake, Nishat Bagh, Shalimar 
Bagh, Pahalgam, and Gul-
marg, and would also expe-
rience the culinary delights 
of the Himalayan range.

The objective of the meet-
ing is to ensure that the vis-
iting delegates experience 
the "Real Kashmir" which 
has emerged as one of the 
fastest-growing regions of 
the country in the past three 
years.

WITH G20 MEET, PEACE 
AND SECURITY TO 
RETURN IN J&K 

SCATHING ATTACK

Launching an attack 
on the politics being 
played in the coun-

try in the name of religion, 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 
supremo and former Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Mayawati said on Sunday 
that it is unfair to create a 
ruckus over religious con-
version.

"It is unfair and wor-
rying to create a ruckus 
across the country regard-
ing 'change of religion.' 
Forcibly everything is bad 
and changing and getting 

religion changed with bad 
intentions, both are wrong. 
Therefore, it is necessary to 
see and understand this is-

sue from the right perspec-
tive. Due to the fundamen-
talist politics being done 
regarding this, the country 

gains less and loses more," 
tweeted Mayawati.

Extending her greetings to 
the countrymen on Christ-
mas, Mayawati expressed 
hope for peace and harmo-
ny among people of all reli-
gions. She took to Twitter 
and said, "Hearty congrat-
ulations and best wishes to 
all the countrymen and es-
pecially to all the brothers 
and sisters who follow the 
Christian religion on the 
occasion of Christmas."

The BSP leader also said, 
"Under our secular consti-
tution, like people of all oth-
er religions in the country, 
these people should also live 

their lives with happiness, 
peace, and happiness, this 
is my wish."

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi also extended his 
greetings to the nation on 
the occasion of Christmas 
on Sunday.

Extending his greetings 
to the citizens on the occa-
sion of Christmas, PM Modi 
expressed hope for further 
harmony and Joy. "Merry 
Christmas! May this spe-
cial day further the spirit 
of harmony and joy in our 
society. We recall the noble 
thoughts of Lord Christ and 
the emphasis on serving so-
ciety," PM Modi tweeted. 

UNFAIR TO CREATE RUCKUS ON 
RELIGIOUS CONVERSION: MAYAWATI
TDG NETWORK
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Mayawati 

TOP OF THE DAY

THREE DEAD IN 
LUCKNOW ROAD 
ACCIDENT                   
LUCKNOW: Three 
persons died after the 
driver of a car lost control 
and the vehicle fell into a 
drain in Uttar Pradesh on 
Sunday. The accident took 
place near Narharpur 
village in Sairpur Police 
Station area. Inspec-
tor Sunil Kumar Tiwari 
reached the spot and 
led the rescue opera-
tion. The Chief Minister 
of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi 
Adityanath, expressed 
his condolences over the 
loss of lives. He directed 
the District Magistrate 
and other officials to take 
the necessary steps and 
ensure proper treatment 
for the injured. 

MAN AT 
DARBHANGA 
AIRPORT 
CARRYING 
BULLETS NABBED 
DARBHANGA: The 
Bihar police on Sunday 
nabbed a suspicious man, 
Kalamuddin, for carrying 
a magazine and bullets 
at Darbhanga Airport 
in Bihar. The police told 
that the ammunition 
was discovered in his 
bag during the scanning 
at the airport where he 
went to catch a flight to 
Mumbai. The man was 
immediately arrested by 
the airport security and 
after questioning, handed 
him over to local police in 
Darbhanga. 

GOLD WORTH  
RS 40 LAKH FOUND 
IN FLIGHT'S 
WASHROOM
KOCHI: Officials of the air 
Customs department at 
Cochin International Air-
port on Sunday recovered 
gold, concealed inside a 
packet, valued at Rs 40 
lakh from a private flight's 
washroom, customs said. 
The gold, weighing 815 
grams, was found aban-
doned in a washroom of 
a flight, that flew down to 
Kerala from Dubai," the 
customs department said, 
adding that it is believed 
that the passenger has 
abandoned the gold out of 
fear. Further information 
is awaited. 

DR ACHYUTA 
SAMANTA 
CONFERRED 
HONORARY 
DOCTORATE DEGREE 
NEW DELHI: Eminent Ed-
ucationist, social activist, 
Founder of KIIT and KISS 
and Lok Sabha MP from 
Kandhamal Dr Achyuta 
Samanta has been con-
ferred the honorary D.Litt 
degree by Utkal Univer-
sity in recognition of his 
immense contribution 
to the field of education 
and social service. This 
is the 50th honorary 
degree conferred on him. 
Utkal University, which 
is also Dr Samanta's 
alma mater, presented 
the honour to him at its 
52nd convocation on 
23 December 2022. He 
received the degree from 
the University Chancellor 
and Governor of Odisha 
Prof Ganeshi Lal in the 
presence of Former Chief 
Justice of Supreme Court 
Justice V. Gopala Gowda, 
University Vice Chancel-
lor Prof. Sabita Acharya 
and Higher Education 
Principal Secretary, Govt 
of Odisha, Bishnupada 
Sethi, among others.
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Belonging to the Chhattis-
garh Armed Force (CAF), 
Head Constable Surendra 
Bhagat was shot dead by 
Constable Purushottam 
Singh on Sunday morn-
ing. The incident happened 
when the head constable 
was on duty at Govern-
ment PG College, Kanker 
district headquarters.

The head constable, 
Surendra Bhagat, died 
on the spot. Around 20 
rounds were fired at him 
by the accused. The cause 
of the murder is being as-
certained. At present, con-

stable Purushottam has 
been brought to Kanker 
Kotwali, where Kanker 
DIG Balaji Rao and Kanker 
SP Shalabh Sinha are in-
terrogating him.

After the incident, Con-
stable Purushottam locked 
himself in a room. The 
police apparently had to 
struggle a lot to get him out.

Notably, in view of a 
three-tier panchayat by-
election that is scheduled 
to be held in the Kanker 
district, a "strong room" 
had been made.

According to Kanker SP 
Shalabh Sinha, the head 
constable returned from 
leave only last month.  

HEAD CONSTABLE SHOT 
DEAD BY COLLEAGUE

ON DUTY 
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 NARCOTICS CRACKDOWN 

Sleuths of the Hyderabad 
Narcotic Enforcement 
Wing, in a joint operation 
with Begumpet police, on 
Sunday apprehended two 
alleged international drug 
suppliers and seized il-
legal drugs worth over Rs 
3 crore. The accused have 
been identified as Khader 
Mohideen and Ibrahim 
Sha, both residents of 
Chennai.

According to police of-
ficials, 3.1 Kgs of Pseudo 
Ephedrine (Controlled Sub-
stance), 23 SIM cards, 12 
fake Aadhar cards, and six 
mobile phones were seized 
from their possession.

Chandana Deepthi, Depu-

ty Commissioner of Police, 
North Zone, Secunder-
abad, said, "Both accused, 
Khadar Mohideen Ibra-
him Sha, and residents of 
Chennai, were involved in 
transporting drugs for the 
last 2 years. They developed 
contacts with drug deal-
ers based in Australia and 
New Zealand. They devel-
oped contacts with suppli-
ers of Pseudo Ephedrine in 
Chennai and were regularly 
transporting drugs to these 
countries through various 
courier services operating 
from Hyderabad."

"Acting on a tip-off, on 23 
December, a special police 
team laid a trap, and both 
accused were apprehended 
from Hyderabad when they 
were trying to transport the 

drugs through courier ser-
vices at Begumpet," DCP 
added.

Police added that the 
modus operandi was to 
transport drugs in bracelet 
holders, photo frames, and 
other apparel linings with 
the cooperation of various 
courier service providers 
in order to evade scrutiny 
from the customs officials 
at the airport.

"The courier service pro-
viders were cooperating 
with drug dealers by not 
verifying their original doc-
uments. The accused were 
operating by using fake 
Aadhar cards and multiple 
fake SIM cards in order to 
escape from the surveil-
lance of investigation agen-
cies," the DCP added.                    

Two held with illegal 
drugs worth Rs 3 cr 
in Hyderabad 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

 BRIBERY 

A Special Judge Court in 
Karimnagar, Telangana, has 
convicted a Village Revenue 
Officer (VRO) for demanding 
a bribe of Rs 10,000.

The court has sentenced the 
officer of Binola Village in Na-
vipet Mandal of Nizamabad 
district to three years of rig-
orous imprisonment and has 
also ordered him to pay a fine 
of Rs 15,000. Failing which, 
he will be placed under sim-
ple imprisonment for another 
three months.

The officer has been sen-
tenced under Section 7 of the 
Prevention of Corruption Act 
of 1988.

The convict had abused his 
official position and taken a 
bribe of Rs 10,000 from a vil-
lager named Gottimukkula 
Venkati, who is also the com-
plainant. 

REVENUE OFFICER 
SENTENCED TO 
JAIL FOR GRAFT
TDG NETWORK
NIZAMABAD

LOVE TURNED FATAL

A man and his accomplices 
were arrested on Sunday 
for allegedly beating up his 
lover and leaving her un-
conscious on the road. The 
incident happened in the 
Mauganj Police Station area 
in the Rewa district of Mad-
hya Pradesh on Wednesday, 
21 December.

A video of the man beating 
up the woman went viral 
on social media, following 
which the police registered 
a case.

According to locals, the 
woman fainted during the 
fight and was left uncon-
scious on the road by the 
accused, who fled the scene. 
She lay unconscious for a 
long time, following which 
the villagers reached the 
spot and informed the police 
about the incident.  

MAN ARRESTED 
FOR THRASHING 
LOVER
TDG NETWORK
REWA

9 police personnel and police vans are seen in an area that  
has been sealed.
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India’s real Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) grew at 
13.5% in the first quarter 

of 2022-23 (1QFY23), the fast-
est pace in four quarters, with 
the Gross Value Added (GVA) 
too rising by 12.7%.Nominal 
GDP grew by a handsome 
26.7% in June quarter of 2022, 
despite high base of 32.4% in 
June quarter of 2021. The best 
thing about the solid 13.5% 
growth 

( Rs 36.85 lakh crore in ab-
solute terms) was that it was 
a good 3.8% above pre-pan-
demic levels. While India’s 
GDP for the period July-Sep-
tember 2022 grew by 6.3%, 
which was lower than the 

13.5% in Q1FY23, this 6.3% 
(Rs 38.17 lakh crore in abso-
lute terms) was again, much 
higher than pre-pandemic 
levels of Rs 35.5 lakh crore 

In fact, GDP for the first half 
of FY23 (April-September) 
is estimated at Rs 75.02 lakh 
crore, which is excellent. The 
Q2FY23 GDP figure of 6.3% 
assumes significance amid 
widespread concerns of a 
global recession.  Domestic 
growth drivers on the Ser-
vices side continue to remain 
robust in India, despite weak-
ening global demand amid 
tightening financial condi-
tions. The World Bank has 
reduced China’s growth in 
CY23 from 4.3% forecast to 
barely 2.7%, while for FY23, 
India’s growth estimate 
stands at 6.6%. India’s GDP 
growth has been upgraded 
from 6.5% to 6.9% for FY23 
by the World Bank and that 
should tell Modi naysayers a 
lot about the underlying resil-
ience of the Indian economy.  

Even though the pace of 
economic growth slowed 
in Q2, data shows that In-
dia still remains the fastest 

growing major economy 
globally. China registered an 
economic growth of 3.9% in 
July-September 2022 quarter. 
Hans Timmer of the World 
Bank has said: “India is do-
ing better than the rest of 
the world. There are more 
buffers in India, especially 
large reserves at the Central 
bank. That’s very helpful”. 
Interestingly, the consumer 
price index (CPI) based retail 
inflation that had surged to a 
5-month high of 7.41% in Sep-
tember, reduced significantly 
to 5.88% in November, with 
retail food inflation at 4.67% 
Vegetable inflation in No-
vember was minus 8.08%.
Even WPI for November 
came down sharply to 5.85%, 
with wholesale food inflation 
at just 2.15%.

To accelerate the ongoing 
economic situation, the Modi 
government stepped up Capi-
tal expenditure, spending Rs 
1.67 lakh crore ($20.45 billion) 
in 2QFY23, more than 40% 
higher than a year ago. Most 
large economies are either 
in the throes of a recession 
or staring at an impending 
recession, made worse by the 
resurgence of Covid in China. 
Large parts of Beijing are un-
der stringent lockdown. The 
Chinese growth model has 
failed miserably and will in 
turn derail the nascent eco-
nomic recovery in large parts 
of the globe. That said, India 
is positioned fairly well and is 
relatively insulated, as India 

has a large domestic market 
with a huge middle class. 
Also, given that over 60% of 
India’s GDP is driven by the 
Services sector which is do-
ing really well, India holds 
out promise even when the 
rest of the world (ROW) is 
largely in doldrums. 

True, India’s merchandise 
exports, which surged by 
almost 200% in April 2021, 
posted an almost 17% con-
traction in October 2022. 
Core sector grew by only 0.1% 
in October 2022, with IIP 
contracting by 4% in October. 

Also, the S&P Global, In-
dia Manufacturing PMI 
increased to a three-month 
high of 55.7 in November 
2022 from 55.3 in the prior 
month, with Services PMI 
also rising to 56.4 in Novem-
ber from 55.1 in October. GST 
collection was Rs 1.52 lakh 
crore in October and 1.46 
lakh crore in November, in-
dicating consistent revenue 
buoyancy. 

Auto sales are a lead indi-
cator. Market leader Maruti 
Suzuki saw domestic sales 
growth of a solid 19.5% YoY 
in November 2022, with over-
all sales rising by 14.27%, de-
spite a 7.74% fall in exports, 
showcasing how India’s 
economic recovery is robust 
despite slowing exports. Ser-
vices on the supply side and 
investments on the demand 
side would continue to be the 
main drivers of growth going 
forward, ensuring a 7% GDP 

growth or more in FY23 for 
India, with 1HFY23 growth 
already coming in at a whop-
ping 9.9%. 

Let no one forget that like 
rest of the world, India faced 
two crippling Black Swan 
events–the Covid pandemic 
and the Russia-Ukraine war. 
Both these global events had 
far reaching ramifications, 
disrupting global supply 
chains, global food produc-
tion, thereby affecting ad-
versely business confidence 
and retail sentiment. Yet, de-
spite so many headwinds one 
after the other, India’s broad 
based V-shaped recovery is 
a testimony to the far-sight-
edness of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his vision. 

Given declining inflation, 
the pressure on RBI to raise 
rates will be much lower 
and this was seen in the 
credit policy announced in 
December 2022 wherein the 
RBI raised the Repo rate by 
only 35 bps rate from 5.9% 
to 6.25%. The rate hikes by 
the RBI are unlikely to be 
very aggressive henceforth. 
At 8.7% India under PM 
Modi, was the fastest grow-
ing global economy last year 
and is poised for a repeat, this 
year too. 

That India at $3.5 trillion, 
overtook the UK at $3.2 tril-
lion, to become world’s 5th 
largest economy in terms of 
nominal GDP, is an endorse-
ment of how PM Modi deftly 
steered India amidst multi-

pronged challenges in the last 
few years, without ever los-
ing focus of reforms, financial 
stability and welfarism. Re-
member, India is already the 
world’s third largest economy 
in PPP terms, with a size ex-
ceeding $11 trillion. Seeing 
the accelerated growth path 
taken by India since 2014 
under PM Narendra Modi, 
India is likely to get the tag of 
the world’s third largest econ-
omy in terms of nominal GDP 
too, by 2029, seven ranks 
higher since 2013, when the 
country was ranked tenth, 
under Congress-led regime. 
India’s share in global GDP 
was barely 2% under the erst-
while Congress dispensation. 
It is now 3.5% and slated to 
be over 4% by 2027, or even 
earlier. 

To cut to the chase, under 
PM Modi, not only has the 
size of India’s economy in-
creased in absolute terms 
but even the pace of growth 
has been steadfast, despite 
two debilitating Black Swan 
events. India, as per many 
global surveys, is the only 
large global economy, which 
is not going into recession in 
the next one year, but will ac-
tually clock a 7% plus growth 
in FY23, (RBI’s forecast is 
6.8%) defying all odds. And 
that is not a small feat!

Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of the 
BJP and the Bestselling Author 
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

Modinomics: Bright spot 
amidst global slowdown
Most large economies are either in the throes of a recession or staring at an impending recession. Contrary to this, 
India is positioned fairly well and is relatively insulated, as India has a large domestic market with a huge middle class.

G20 Presidency 
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The Nation paid tributes to political luminary 
and Statesman, Atal Behari Vajpayee, the first 
Prime Minister without the Congress DNA, on 
his 98th birth anniversary on Sunday.  Vajpayee 
was without a shadow of doubt, the tallest leader 
from the Saffron Brigade as long as he was in 
active politics and 
was responsible 
for  making  the 
BJP,  a  pol i t ical 
untouchable 
for  many other 
outfits, a party that 
became acceptable 
throughout  the 
country. His politics 
was inclusive and 
though the BJP 
had only 182 MPs 
during his last two 
tenures, he ensured 

that the coalition was strong and cohesive and 
provided good governance. His long experience 
in the field, particularly in Parliament bonded him 
with many top leaders including Congressmen 
at a personal level. Considered one of the finest 
speakers of his time, he had enormous political 
skills and an acid wit. He lived his life and pursued 
politics on his own terms and was not ever 
distracted from his objectives because of what his 
adversaries thought about him. The irony is that 
for Vajpayee, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was a role 
model and he never hesitated in expressing his ad-
miration for India’s first Prime Minister. His col-
league and once understudy, Lal Krishan Advani 
was considered as the person who would be the 
first BJP PM because of his immense contribu-
tion in expanding the base of his party. However, 
conspiracy of circumstances, made him propose 
Vajpayee’s name in the Mumbai conclave of the 
party in 1995 when he was embroiled in what 
came to be known as the Jain Diaries Hawala 
scandal. Advani’s must trusted colleague, Kris-
han Lal Sharma convinced him that it should be 
Vajpayee who should be projected as the BJP PM. 
There is a long story behind this that Sharma had 
made good friends with Indira Gandhi’s Politi-
cal Adviser, Makhan Lal Fotedar as both of them 
were members of the same House committee. 
Once when Mulayam Singh Yadav was speaking 
on some issue in Parliament, Sharma commented 
that these people were casteist leaders. At this Fot-
edar observed that there could be no community 
more casteist than the Brahmins. The two had 
a hearty laugh after shaking hands and over a 
course of time, Fotedar impressed upon Sharma 
to get Advani to support Vajpayee. Rest is history. 
Vajpayee during his younger days had a running 
feud with Jana Sangh co-founder, Balraj Madhok, 
who would often describe him as Nehru’s mole in 
the party. After the death under mysterious cir-
cumstances of Jana Sangh president, Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya on February 10, 1968, Vajpayee and 
Nanaji Deshmukh tried to sideline Madhok. In 
his book Madhok later accused both of them of 
being responsible for Deen Dayal Upadhyaya’s 
death which he described as murder. Madhok be-
came very uncomfortable in the Jana Sangh and 
parted ways with the party after the Kanpur ses-
sion where he was accused of leaking out secret 
information to journalists when it was Advani 
who had done that, according to the version Mad-
hok gave. Once Madhok was out, Vajpayee be-
came the unchallenged leader who inspired first 
the Jana Sangh and later the BJP to achieve great-
er objectives. Vajpayee was never shy of praising 
even his opponents and described Indira Gandhi 
as an incarnation of Durga after the Bangladesh 
war. Vajpayee could never reconcile with the fact 
that his party lost in 2004 and would often ask 
his colleagues as to what went wrong. He was a 
very tall leader, who shall always be missed.  

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Party in new avatar 

VajPayee made 
BjP accePtaBle 
to other Parties 
nationally

It is a great honour for India 
that under the mantle of PM 
Narendra Modi, India has 
assumed the presidency 
of G20 in the momentous 
event at Bali. PM Modi’s 
sterling and inspirational 
leadership was very much 
required by the world at this 
crucial juncture and mo-
ment for global change. His 
statement that today’s era is 
not an era for war has been 
copied and quoted by many 
Heads of States.  His state-
ment that “Today’s fertil-
izer shortage is tomorrow’s 
food crisis” too became a 
quotable quote of the G20 
Summit. His initiative of the 
International Solar Alliance 
and the concept of “One 
Sun, One Earth, One Grid” 
shall be followed by all na-
tions

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has set a new bench-
mark in reforms and gover-
nance for the world to emu-
late and has ably steered 
India to be one of the fastest 
growing economies of the 
world- stable and secure. He 
has a stellar status amongst 
the statesmen of the world 
today and is a true role 

model. 
Within the country, PM 

Modi has taken unimagi-
nable buoyant steps in ev-
ery conceivable area. He 
has breathed and ensured 
“India First” in every policy 
formulation and execution. 
There has been a great leap 
forward in economic re-
forms, health care, serving 
the poor, Nari Shakti, ease 
of doing business, catapult-
ing a Tech-driven India, 
environment and sustain-
ability and overall growth in 
all sectors. His devotion, grit 
and determination has re-
juvenated and resurged In-
dia’s unity, development and 
pride of a great new India

PM Modi has brought 
“Vikasvaad” into the main-
stream, it has only been due 
to the vision, wisdom and 
sterling leadership of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
that the security scenario in 
the country has improved 
dramatically. On the securi-
ty front, Modi 2.0 envisions 
transformation of India into 
a new strong India - strong, 
secure, prosperous and in-
vincible – an atmanirbhar 
bharat, sashakt bharat, 
swabhiman bharat and an 
ekatma bharat. 

The creation of the two 
Union Territories of J&K 
and Ladakh has been 
the greatest momentous 
achievement since Indepen-
dence. With government 
priority on development for 
the people, the two UTs are 
witnessing a spate of unhin-
dered development as never 
before

The Modi Government’s 

noble  intentions,  un-
flinching resolve, stupen-
dous   projects and schemes 
have brought hope and suc-
cour to all citizens. It has 
launched an indomitable 
crusade against terrorism; 
sponsors of terror have been 
globally isolated and India 
has made terrorism a global 
issue

It is only because of PM 
Modi that infrastructure 
on the border has been 
strengthened on all borders 
and especially the Indo-Chi-
na border.  His visit to the 
Ladakh to motivate the sol-
diers was truly a reflection 
of the greatest leadership 
and will not only go down 
in the annals of history but 
has also sent a firm message 
across and a show of soli-
darity of a united India.  

It is only due to the Prime 
Minister’s personal in-
tervention that India has 
built up a sound disaster 
response and sustainable 

disaster infrastructure and 
has taken a lead role in or-
ganising partner nations to 
be disaster resilient

PM Modi’s aim and efforts 
will enable India achieve 
500 GW of green clean en-
ergy which will be a great 
boon and his gift to India 
and the whole world. The 
International Energy Agen-
cy has called India’s almost 
last-mile electrification the 
largest expansion of access 
within 1,000 days. 

The patriotic and deft 
manner in which the Prime 
Minister led and guided the 
country during the Covid19 
catastrophe has been unpar-
alleled and also emulated 
by many countries in the 
world. India had the larg-
est vaccination programme 
in the world and supplied 
medical equipment and vac-
cines to several countries. 
During this period India 
ran the largest food security 
programme for the poor. 

The Ayushman Bharat - 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana is the world’s larg-
est health insurance pro-
gramme

The global Covid19 pan-
demic since 2020 had a se-
vere economic fallout and 
jolted all countries across 
the globe. While many econ-
omies continue to struggle 
with sluggish economic 
growth and record - break-
ing inflation, India has been 
recognised by global  insti-
tutions like IMF and World 
Bank, to be one of the fastest 
growing economies nations 
of the world- “a bright spot 
on this otherwise dark ho-
rizon.”

The government›s Aat-
manirbhar Bharat plan 
turned the crisis into an 
opportunity and gave the 
much needed impetus to 
economic growth. Under 
PM Modi›s leadership, In-
dia is taking giant strides on 
all fronts

These last eight years have 
witnessed a paradigm shift 
in public service delivery 
and the implementation of 
government schemes and 
infrastructure projects. The 
government has ensured 
irreversible empowerment 
for various marginalised 
groups, helping them be-
come self - reliant by provid-
ing a social safety net

PM Modi›s active monitor-
ing has made the infrastruc-
ture turnaround possible - 
be it highway construction, 
rapid increase in the con-
struction of rural roads, a 
massive capacity expansion 
in the railways and metro 

rail in the last eight years or 
building or operationalising 
66 airports and ensuring air 
connectivity to innumer-
able tier 2 and tier 3 cities. 
Digital connectivity and IT 
infrastructure have become 
critical determinants of our 
economic growth

Over the last eight years, 
India has emerged as a glob-
al leader on the issue against 
climate change. From nego-
tiations over global climate 
change deals to the adoption 
of renewable energy, India is 
leading international efforts 
for environmental protec-
tion and shaping the global 
agenda since COP 21. 

It is these proactive poli-
cies of Prime Minister Modi 
on each front that have 
made India an example for 
the world to follow. So much 
so that even President Biden 
remarked “…I thank you for 
your continuing commit-
ment to making sure de-
mocracies deliver”.

Hence, the world is fortu-
nate to have him as a leading 
light of G-20 and the apostle 
of peace and development 
to, successfully, address 
matters like the Ukraine 
war, climate issues, global 
recession, food security, en-
ergy security, bridging the 
digital divide, global value 
chains and international 
peace and stability, in line 
with the summit’s motto of 
“one Earth, one Family, one 
Future.”  

The author is  a  for mer  
Chairman, Haryana Public 
Service Commission. His views 
are personal.

PM Modi: The leading light of G20 

After the death under 
mysterious circumstances 
of Jana Sangh president, 
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya on 
February 10, 1968, Vajpayee 
and Nanaji Deshmukh tried 
to sideline Madhok. In his 
book Madhok later accused 
both of them of being 
responsible for Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya’s death which 
he described as murder. 
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The appointment of 
judges to the Consti-
tutional Courts is a 

debatable issue across the 
globe. The contentious issue, 
simply put, arises on the role 
of the executive in such ap-
pointments and the extent 
thereof.

To understand and appre-
ciate the issue one must un-
derstand the evolution of the 
collegium system.  The Con-
stituent Assembly debates 
on Article 124 show that out 
of the many proposed mech-
anisms for appointment of 
judges, it was concurred on 
the framework that  required 
the appointment of Supreme 
Court judges to be made by 
the President, acting on the 
aid and advice of the Council 
of Ministers, in “consultation” 
with the Chief Justice of In-
dia. The President could also 
consult other Supreme Court 
and High Court judges as 
per her discretion. The role 
of the judiciary in the ap-
pointments process was to 
provide inputs and advice 
to the President. The Presi-
dent was not bound by the 
advice of the Chief Justice or 

any other judge. In practice, 
recommendations were initi-
ated by the Chief Justice and 
sent to the Minister for Law 
and Justice. If the Minister 
agreed with the suggested 
name, she, with the concur-
rence of the Prime Minister, 
would so advise the Presi-
dent, who would make the 
appointment. Therefore, 
becoming an executive led 
system.

This mechanism under 
Article 124 was contentious 
since inception and within 
a few years of coming into 
effect, the Law Commission 
of India, in 1958 highlighted 
that in many cases  “the in-
fluence of executive” was 
responsible for the appoint-
ment of some judges. The 
Law Commission further 
criticised the “communal 
and regional considerations” 
in making appointments to 
the Supreme Court.

The current collegium sys-
tem originates from three 
landmark judgements or 
famously known as the 

“three judges case.” First, in 
S.P. Gupta vs President Of 
India And Ors AIR 1982 SC 
149, the constitutional bench 
of the Hon’ble Supreme by a 
majority judgment rejected 
that the word “consultation” 
in the relevant provisions of 
the Constitution should be 
read as “concurrence,” and 
held that the term “consulta-
tion” used in Articles 124 and 
217 implied that although the 

President will consult judi-
ciary, his decision was not 
bound to be in concurrence 
with them. Many opined 
that the judgment shifted 
the balance of power in ap-
pointments of judges and 
made the mechanism more 
executive-centric.

Second, in Supreme Court 
Advocates-on-Record As-
sociation v. Union of In-
dia, (1993), nine judges of 
the Hon’ble Apex Court 
reversed their decision of 
the ‘First Judges Case’ and 
developed the ‘Collegium 
system’. The Court held that 
the Chief Justice of India has 
the primary role in the ap-
pointment process of judges 
and “consultation” implies 
as “concurrence” because an 
independent judiciary is part 
of the unamendable basic 

structure of the Constitution, 
and to safeguard the same, 
the judiciary should have 

‘primacy’ over the appoint-
ments process. The underly-
ing principle for the evolu-
tion of the collegium system 
was further strengthened as 
it reflects the collective opin-
ion of the senior-most judges 
of the Apex Court involved 
in the process of judicial ap-
pointment rather than an in-
dividual opinion. In the third 
case, the Apex Court reiter-
ated the supremacy of the 
judiciary over the executive 
in the course of judicial ap-
pointment and expanded the 
Collegium to a five-member 
panel.

Soon after, the collegium 
system was criticised for lack 
of transparency and the lack 
of established criteria for 

appointment of judges. The 
lack of transparency further 
raised suspicion of nepotism 
and favourism in the mech-
anism for appointment of 
judges. This criticism was 
the basis of National Judicial 
Appointment Commission  
Act, 2014. In August 2014, 
Parliament passed the Con-
stitution (99th Amendment) 
Act, 2014 along with the Na-
tional Judicial Appointments 
Commission (“NJAC”) Act, 
2014, providing for the cre-
ation of an independent com-
mission to appoint judges to 
the Supreme Court and high 
courts to replace the collegi-
um system. 

The vires of the NJAC was 
challenged before a five-
judge bench of the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court of India 
wherein the role of executive 

in judicial appointments was 
further scrutinised and dis-
cussed in great detail.

The Supreme Court reiter-
ated the Collegium system 
and struck down the NJAC 
Act along with the 99th Con-
stitutional Amendment Act 
in a 4:1 ratio. Interestingly, 
the Apex Court discussed 
the “legitimate power of 
reciprocity”, i.e.,  when the 
recipient feels indebted to 
the giver, and feels com-
pelled to cancel the debt…
often against his/her better 
judgment. Noting this, the 
Court held and endorsed 
that “the political-executive, 
as far as possible, should not 
have a role in the ultimate/
final selection and appoint-
ment of Judges to the higher 
judiciary. Specially keeping 
in mind the enormity of the 
participation of the political-
executive, in actions of judi-
cial adjudication. Reciproc-
ity, and feelings of pay back 
to the political-executive, 
would be disastrous to the 
independence of the judi-
ciary”.

Therefore, it is correct to 
say that the present colle-
gium system has weathered 
every storm and stood the 
test of time over a period 
of nearly 30 years. Undis-
putedly, there are cogent 
reasons for having a mini-
malistic role of the executive 
in appointment of judges 
including, but not limited to, 
independence of judiciary, 

nipping the bud of ‘reciproc-
ity’, and efficacy amongst 
many others. Moreover, in 
my opinion, it will be wrong 
to suggest that the collegium 
enjoys absolute power in the 
appointment of judges to the 
apex court and various High 
Courts, with minimum or 
no accountability. There is 
an entire process by way of 
which names are first sent 
to the respective High Court 
Collegium, the names are 
only then forwarded to the 
Supreme Court after due 
consultations and delibera-
tions by the collegium of the 
High Court(s).  Thereupon, 
the Supreme Court Colle-
gium deliberates, and only 
when there is a consensus, 
the name is recommended 
by the collegium for the ap-
pointment. Moreover, one 
must bear in mind that our 
Constitution provides for 
the separation of powers be-
tween the Legislature, Exec-
utive, and Judiciary. The sys-
tem also provides for checks 
and balances on one another 
and there is no stricto sensu 
separation of power. Hence, it 
is wrong to say that the entire 
process is any eyewash and 
there is no accountability.

That said, there is also force 
in the argument that the opac-
ity in the appointment process 
has raised unwarranted sus-
picion about the entire pro-
cess. The lack of information 
in public domain remains a 
cause of concern and further 

leads to speculations of nepo-
tism and favouritism, which 
effects the morale of judicial 
officers, ultimately rippling 
down to the litigants. Trans-
parency and flow of informa-
tion in public domain will 
not only end all speculations 
of nepotism and favouritism, 
but will further promote a 
merit based approach in ap-
pointments of judges to the 
higher courts across the coun-
try. A mechanism for flow of 
information will also enable 
and ensure that the right 
candidate is not overlooked. 
Adopting new mechanisms, 
especially with the advent of 
technology in Courts, and 
bringing in some transpar-
ency will help in bolstering 
the faith in the entire system.

All in all, the current law 
of the land of appointment 
of judges is a detailed and 
tedious process under the su-
pervision of the senior-most 
judges of the Hon’ble Apex 
Court. The system despite its 
shortcomings is founded  on 
strong and cogent reasons. 
Any deviation is disobedi-
ence of the law of the land 
and leads to stagnation. The 
stagnation in appointments 
is more detrimental to society 
at large as vacancies in Con-
stitutional Courts are rising 
causing an immense delay in 
justice dispensation.  

 Sr. Adv. Pramod Dubey prac-
tices at the Supreme Court of 
India

ANALYSIS

COLLEGIUM AND THE APPOINTMENT OF JUDGES

While sending a very strict, 
loud and clear message to all 
the judicial officers, the Kerala 
High Court as recently as on 
December 23, 2022 in a learned, 
laudable, landmark, logical and 
latest judgment titled Moham-
med Nazer M.P. & Ors. vs Union 
Territory of Lakshadweep & Ors. 
in OP(Crl.) Nos. 608 and 609 of 
2022 in Crime No.6/2015 of Ag-
athi Police Station, Lakshadweep 
against the order/judgment in 
CC 24/2016 of Chief Judicial 
Magistrate, Amini, Lakshad-
weep and cited in 2022 LiveLaw 
(Ker) 667 has held most elegantly, 
eloquently and effectively that, 

“Even if a person is occupying the 
post of Magistrate or Judge, the 
law of the land is applicable to 
all. If there is any dereliction of 
duty, the constitutional courts 
should step in to strengthen the 
trust of the people in the judiciary. 
The Magistrate, Judges and other 
presiding officers are not above 
the law and if they commit any 
dereliction of duty, they have 
to face the consequences. This 
should be a lesson to all.” This 
was held so while ordering the 
suspension of a former Chief Ju-
dicial Magistrate (CJM) of Lak-
shadweep for allegedly forging 
evidence in a criminal trial to 
convict an accused. Hon’ble Mr 
Justice PV Kunhikrishnan said 
quite upfront while directing the 
Administrator of the Union Terri-
tory of Lakshadweep that, “This 
should be a lesson to all”. It also 
must be mentioned here that the 
Kerala High Court issued notice 
under Section 340 (perjury pro-
ceedings) of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code (CrPC) to the former 
CJM K Cheriyakoya and also the 
then bench clerk PP Muthukoya 
and LD clerk AC Puthunni for 
conducting preliminary enquiry.

At the very outset, this brief, 
brilliant, bold and balanced 
judgment authored by the Single 
Judge Bench of Hon’ble Mr Jus-
tice PV Kunhikrishnan sets the 
ball in motion by first and fore-
most putting forth in para 1 that, 

“This is a strange case in which 
serious allegation of forgery is 
alleged against the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate, Amini Island. It is al-
leged that some of the accused in 
a criminal case pending in that 
court filed a complaint before the 
administrative side of this Court 
against the conduct of the Chief 
Judicial Magistrate, Amini, who 
is also acting as the Sub Judge, in 
the trial of their civil case. Ag-
grieved by the same, the Chief 
Judicial Magistrate forged the 
evidence of an Investigating offi-
cer and convicted the accused in 
the absence of the accused and 
issued warrant to them is the al-
legation. The learned Magistrate 
sentenced the accused person to 
undergo a sentence of 4½ years 
under different sections of Indian 
Penal Code and directed them to 
serve the sentence separately 
with a malafide intention to put 
the accused behind bars is the 
further allegation.”

Most forthrightly, the Bench 
then enunciates in para 2 that, 

“If the allegation against the Chief 
Judicial Magistrate is true, it is 
unfortunate and unheard of. The 
immense faith of the citizens of 
this country in the Indian Judi-
ciary itself is the backbone of our 
judicial system. So, the judicial of-
ficers should be above board. But 
of course, there may be criticism 
against judicial officers and that 
is only because of the immense 
faith of the people in this system. 
Fair criticisms will undoubtedly 
improve the system. The judi-
cial officers however, need not 
respond to those criticisms, but 
they should concentrate on their 
commitment to the system and 
prove their integrity and fair play 
while decision making. The pen 
of a judicial officer is powerful, 
but it should be used with great 
caution, of course without fear 
and favour. The famous Roman 
statesman, lawyer, scholar, and 
philosopher, Marcus Tullius 
observed that “The magistrates 
are the ministers for the laws, 
the judges their interpreters, the 
rest of us are servants of the law,”. 
If the allegation raised by the 

petitioners/accused against the 
Chief Judicial Magistrate, Amini 
is true, the said Magistrate is not 
fit to continue in any position, for 
a second.”  

Needless to say, the Bench then 
envisages in para 3 that, “The 
short facts of the case are like 
this: Petitioners in OP(Crl.) 
No.608/2022 are the accused 
Nos.1 to 15 in C.C.No.24/2016 on 
the file of the Chief Judicial Mag-
istrate Court, Amini. The above 
case is charge sheeted against 
the petitioners alleging offences 
punishable under Sections 143, 
147, 188, 186 and 353 r/w Section 
149 IPC.”

While elaborating on the pros-
ecution version, the Bench has-
tens to add in para 4 that, “The 
prosecution allegation is that 
a, a contractor by the name 
V.K.Dawood who was engaged 
in plucking coconut from the 
Government land requested the 
Deputy Collector/Sub Divisional 
Magistrate, Agatti for seeking 
police assistance for plucking 
coconut on the southern side of 
Panchayath stage in Ward No.7 
Agatti Island. The Deputy Col-
lector/Sub Divisional Magistrate, 
Agatti issued an order directing 
the Amin, Agatti and Deputy 
Surveyor, Agatti to supervise the 
aforesaid work of plucking the 
coconut with police assistance. 
It is further alleged that when 
the Amin, Deputy Surveyor and 
the contractor was supervising 
the plucking of coconut, a mob 
of around 40 persons led by the 
1st and 2nd accused formed into 
an unlawful assembly with an 
intention of rioting, obstructed 
the Amin, Surveyor, contractor 
and the coconut climbers. It is 
also alleged that, they forcefully 
took the coconuts plucked and 
obstructed their duty. Hence 
crime No.6/2015 of Agatti Police 
Station was registered which 
was investigated and final report 
was submitted before the Chief 
Judicial Magistrate Court, Amini. 
The learned Magistrate took cog-
nizance of the offence and num-
bered the case as C.C.No.24/2016. 
The accused appeared before the 

learned Magistrate on summons 
and they were enlarged on bail.”  

To put things in perspective, 
the Bench then envisages in 
para 5 that, “The trial in this case 
started and PW1 to PW5 were 
examined on 07.03.2019. PW6 
was examined on 08.03.2019. 
On 28.02.2020, CW19, the In-
vestigating officer mounted the 
box as PW7. But he was not 
ready to depose because the As-
sistant Public Prosecutor (APP) 
was not present, thus the learned 
Magistrate adjourned the matter. 
The case of the petitioners is that, 
on 19.10.2022, even though the 
witnesses were not present, the 
learned Chief Judicial Magistrate 
issued warrant to the petition-
ers. The accused persons subse-
quently advanced the case and 
appeared on 03.11.2022 to recall 
the warrant. It is stated in the 
Original petition that, on that day, 
the learned Chief Judicial Magis-
trate on seeing the petitioners on 
the veranda of the Court, before 
calling the case instructed the 
Mukthiar that, warrant is already 
recalled and they can go home. It 
is the case of the petitioners that, 
on 10.11.22, summons was issued 
to CW18 for giving evidence. On 
10.11.22, CW18 was examined 
as PW8. It is the specific case of 
the petitioners that the counsel 
for the accused submitted to the 
learned Magistrate to issue sum-
mons to PW7 who is the Investi-
gating officer for cross examining 
him. It is the case of the petition-
ers that, to their utter surprise 
and dismay, the learned Chief 
Judicial Magistrate informed that 
CW19/PW7 was already exam-
ined on 24.03.2021 at Kadamath 
Island Camp Sitting. It is also the 
case of the petitioners that on a 
perusal of the ‘A Diary’, no such 
proceedings regarding the ex-
amination of PW7 was noted on 
24.03.2021. It is also the case of 
the petitioners that, if PW7 was 
examined on that day, definitely 
there will be a signature of the 
witness in the deposition. The pe-
titioners obtained the alleged de-
position of PW7 recorded by the 
learned Magistrate on 24.03.2021, 

which is produced as Ext.P2. A 
perusal of Ext.P2 will show that 
it is not signed by CW19/PW7. 
Therefore, it is stated that Ext.
P2 is a forged evidence by the 
learned Magistrate to convict 
the petitioners. It is specifically 
stated in the original petition that 
the Chief Judicial Magistrate has 
personal enmity towards the ac-
cused in this case because some 
of the accused are the plaintiffs 
in a civil suit and they have filed 
a complaint against the preju-
diced view of the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate before the Registrar 
(Subordinate Judiciary) of the 
High Court of Kerala. It is stated 
that the same is pending enquiry. 
Hence it is contented that the ac-
tion of conducting trial on the 
part of the learned Chief Judicial 
Magistrate is tainted and thus it is 
not a fair trial. It is also stated that 
the Chief Judicial Magistrate is 
taking a vindictive action against 
the petitioners. Petitioners sub-
mitted Ext.P3 written statement 
before the learned Magistrate 
narrating the grievance. There-
after the petitioners also submit-
ted an application under Section 
311 of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, 1973 to reexamine PW7. 
Ext.P4 is the application. The 
petitioners also submitted a list of 
7 defence witnesses to be exam-
ined on their side and filed a peti-
tion to issue summons. Ext.P5 is 
the application. It is the specific 
case of the petitioners that with-
out considering Exts.P4 and P5, 
the case was posted for judgment 
on 15.11.2022. On 15.11.2022 the 
learned Magistrate convicted the 
accused and imposed a sentence 
of imprisonment for a period of 
4 ½ years under different Sec-
tions of IPC, and directed the 
accused persons to undergo the 
sentence separately. Thereafter, 
the learned Magistrate issued 
warrants to the petitioners.”

It would be instructive to note 
that the Bench then states in para 
18 that, “Section 276 of the Code 
deals with the record in trial be-
fore the Court of Sessions. Once 
the evidence is recorded as per 
Section 275 of the Criminal Pro-

cedure Code or under Section 276 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
it is the duty of the Magistrate/
Judge concerned to read over the 
evidence recorded to the witness 
in the presence of the accused, if 
in attendance, or of his pleader, 
if he appears through a pleader, 
and shall, if necessary, be cor-
rected. If the witness denies the 
correctness of any part of the 
evidence read over to him, the 
Magistrate or Presiding Judge 
may, instead of correcting the 
evidence, make a memorandum 
thereon of the objection made to 
it by the witness and shall add 
such remarks as he thinks is 
necessary. This is a salutary pro-
vision in the Criminal Procedure 
Code. But several Magistrate 
Courts and the Sessions Courts 
are not following the above pro-
cedure because of the lack of time. 
It is true that the Magistrates and 
Judges are overburden with trial 
and if the chief examination and 
cross examination is to be read 
over in open Court in each and 
every case, it will necessarily be 
a time-consuming process. But 
when the Code prescribes cer-
tain procedures to be done in 
certain manner, it is the duty of 
the Magistrate and the Judges to 
follow the same. If due to any cir-
cumstance the presiding officer is 
not able to read over the evidence 
recorded, the Magistrate or the 
Judge concerned should record 
the reason for not following the 
same. In such cases, after record-
ing the reason, the magistrate or 
the judge can allow the witness 
to read the evidence in the pres-
ence of a court staff from inside 
the court hall and that too in a 
place in the court hall under the 
direct supervision of the presid-
ing officer. This procedure shall 
be avoided as far as possible ex-
cept in unavoidable situations. 
Thereafter, the witness has to 
sign the deposition in the light of 
Rule 57 of the Criminal Rules of 
Practices in Kerala. It will be bet-
ter to extract Rule 57 of the Crimi-
nal Rules of Practice here:
“57. Signing of depositions.- After 
a deposition has been read over to 

the witness, the last page thereof 
shall be signed in full by him. The 
Judge shall initial every page if 
the deposition is not recorded in 
his hand. A certificate in the fol-
lowing form shall be appended 
at the foot of the deposition and 
the Judge shall affix his signature 
with date thereto over his name:
“Taken down by me/before me 
in open Court, interpreted/read 
over to the witness and admitted 
by him to be correct.””

 Finally and far most signifi-
cantly, the Bench then concludes 
by holding in para 24 that, “From 
the above discussions, I am of the 
prima facie opinion that the addi-
tional 3rd respondent forged the 
evidence of PW7 and he is liable 
to be proceeded as per Sec.340 
of the Cr.P.C. I am of the opinion 
that it is expedient in the interest 
of justice that an enquiry should 
be made into the offence referred 
to in clause (b) of sub-section (1) 
of Sec.195 Cr.P.C because the addi-
tional 3rd respondent appears to 
have been committed the offence. 
Prima facie, I am of the opinion 
that a preliminary enquiry is 
to be conducted. Whether the 
Bench Clerk and the LD Clerk 
(Bench Assistant) are involved 
in aiding the additional 3rd re-
spondent is to be decided based 
on their statement before this 
Court in the preliminary en-
quiry. If Exts.R4(d) and R4(e) is 
correct, they are also liable to be 
proceeded in accordance with law. 
Therefore, notice is to be issued 
to the Bench Clerk and LD Clerk 
(Bench Assistant) also under 
Sec. 340 Cr.P.C. for conducting 
preliminary enquiry. Moreover, I 
am of the considered opinion that 
disciplinary proceedings is to be 
initiated against the additional 
3rd respondent. Prima facie, I am 
of the opinion that the additional 
3rd respondent committed seri-
ous misconduct and dereliction of 
duty. The disciplinary authority 
of the additional 3rd respondent 
is the Administrator, Union Ter-
ritory of Lakshadweep.  

Please read concluding on  
thedailyguardian.com

IN COURT

Magistrates And Judges Are Not Above Law : Kerala HC

The appointment of judges to the Constitutional Courts is a debatable issue across the globe. The contentious 
issue, simply put, arises on the role of the executive in such appointments and the extent thereof.

SR. ADV. PRAMOD DUBEY
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The Delhi High Court 
in the case PCIT Ver-
sus Pawa Infrastruc-

ture (P) Ltd observed and 
has held that the leasehold 
rights held by the assessee in 
the plot were a capital asset 
and that the compensation 
received from the Govern-
ment of Goa by the assessee 
on the cancellation of the 
plot was a capital receipt and 
not a revenue receipt.

The division bench com-
prising of Justice Manmo-
han and Justice Manmeet 
Pritam Singh Arora ob-
served and has stated that 
if an agreement for the 
transfer of rights in an im-
movable property is not 
being performed by the 
transferor, the transferee is 
being entitles to compensa-
tion as he or she being de-
prived of the price of esca-
lation. Thus, the character 
of the payment received as 
compensation by the trans-
feree bears the character of 
a capital receipt and in the 
facts of the present case, the 
payment of interest is com-
pensatory in nature and, 
therefore, the same does 
not bear the character of a 
revenue receipt.

In the present case, the 
assessee/respondent be-
ing a real estate developer 

who was allotted a plot of 
land in the Rajiv Gandhi I.T. 
Habitat in Goa, an initiative 
taken by the government of 
Goa. The State of Goa has 
subsequently cancelled the 
allotment and consequently, 
a refund is received by the 
assessee. However, the re-
fund includes the compen-
sation calculated as simple 
interest at the rate of 10% 

per annum, over and above 
the amount paid by the as-
sessee for the allotment of 
the plot of land. Further, 
the amount being received 
by the assessee during the 
financial year 2012–2013, 
and a return of its income 
has been filed by the as-
sessee and has claimed a 
long-term capital loss.

However, the assessing of-

ficer, after perusing the ex-
planations and the replies 
which are being filed by 
the Assessee with respect to 
the compensation received 
on the cancellation of the 
plot, wherin accepting the 
ITR of the Assessee, vide 
assessment order dated 
15.02.2016, being passed 
under Section 143(3) of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961.

The assessment order 
passed by the AO has been 
set aside by the Principal 
Commissioner of Income 
Tax, wherein holding it to 
be erroneous and prejudi-
cial to the interests of Rev-
enue. It has been directed 
by the AO to pass a fresh 
assessment order. Thus, the 
assessee had wrongly treat-
ed the property in question 

as its capital asset, and the 
claim of indexation costs 
for the property cannot be 
allowed.

Further, an appeal is made 
by the assessee before the 
ITAT against the order of 
the PCIT. The assessee’s 
appeal has been allowed by 
the ITAT by holding that 
the compensation received 
for the cancellation of the 
plot was in the nature of a 
capital receipt and not a rev-
enue receipt.

It has been contended by 
the department that the tax-
ability of the interest (com-
pensation) receipt, which is 
in the assessee’s hand has to 
be adjudged after perusing 
the terms of the agreement 
between the lessee and the 
lessor. It has been failed by 
the ITAT to appreciate that 
the assessee was not the 
owner of the plot.

Further, the court held 
that since the plot allotted 
to the assessee which was to 
be used by the assessee for 
carrying on its business and 
was an income-producing 
asset for this company, the 
assessee who being a real 
estate developer, intended 
to construct a building. 
Thus, the transfer of build-
ing or sublease to third par-
ties to earn income would 
constitute a capital asset.

IN COURT

DELHI HIGH COURT: COMPENSATION ON 
CANCELLATION OF LEASEHOLD RIGHTS 
OVER A PLOT, CAPITAL RECEIPT
TDG NETWORK 

The Writ petition has been 
filed before the Supreme 
Court Of India, wherein 
challenging the decision 
of Centre’s for setting up a 
commission to inquire into 
the possibility of according 
Schedule Caste (SC) status 
to Dalits who have over the 
years converted to Christi-
anity or Islam.

It has been claimed by the 
petitioner that if the order 
is allowed of setting up the 
commission, wherein hear-
ing the main petition may be 
further delayed, which has 
remained pending for 18+ 
years now, causing irrepara-
ble damage to the Christians 
of Scheduled caste origin, 
who has also been denied 
by the SC privileges for the 
last 72 years. The petition 
in the plea stated that the 
delay is affecting the funda-
mental rights of the affected 
community and that giving 
speedy justice is mandatory 
as per Article 21 of the Con-
stitution of India.

The court noted that the 
main Writ Petition (Civil) 
No. 180/2004 and other 
related petitions, wherein 
seeking to announce the 
Constitution (Scheduled 
Caste) Order 1950 para-
graph 3’s religious ban for 
Christians and Muslims as 
unconstitutional is already 
pending adjudication be-
fore the honorable Supreme 
Court.

The plea challenges the 
Paragraph (3) of the Consti-
tution (Scheduled Castes) 
Order, 1950 which was is-
sued in exercise of Article 
341(1) of the Constitution 
of India. It has been stated 
in the order that Notwith-
standing anything con-

tained in paragraph 2, no 
person who is professing a 
religion which is different 
from Hinduism, Sikhism 
and Buddhism who shall 
be deemed to be a member 
of the Scheduled Caste.

Therefore, the present 
plea has been filed by one 
Pratap Baburao Pandit, 
who is a secretary of Pragat 
Padhividhar Sanghatna 
(PPS), a social and educa-
tional Trust which is based 
in Maharashtra, Pune 
wherein working for the 
welfare of the downtrod-
den and weaker sections 
of society, including Sched-
uled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes. It has also been 
stated that as per article 341, 
subdivision 1, the categori-
zation of caste is the prime 
factor for giving the sched-
uled caste status, whereas 
on the basis of a religion, the 

Christians of SC origin are 
restricted to avail the Sched-
uled Caste status, which is 
against Article 14, Article 15, 
Article 16 and Article 25 of 
the Constitution.

The court noted that on 
the 30.05.2022, it has been 
asked by the Top Court to 
the Centre for filing their 
comprehensive reply within 
three weeks’ time and had 
ordered that final hearing of 
the matter would take place 
on 11.10.2022.

The Union Of India, Min-
istry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment (the De-
partment of Social Justice 
and Empowerment) on 
06.10.2022 appointed a 
new commission to study 
the said subject wherin 
rejecting the report of Na-
tional Commission for Reli-
gious and Linguistic Minor-
ities (NCRLM) otherwise 

known as Ranganath Misra 
Commission report, which 
had also been supported 
the stance of the petitioner.

Therefore, it has been 
submitted by the peti-
tioner wherein submitting 
that the issue has already 
been resolved by way of 
several studies or reports 
of Statutory Commissions 
like Natioanl SC Commis-
sion, Mandal Commission, 
Gopal Singh Commission, 
National Commission for 
Religious and linguistic Mi-
norities, Sachhar Commit-
tee Report, Elayaperumal 
Commission etc. Therefore, 
it is stated that appointment 
of a new commission, while 
the matter before the hon-
ourable court is pending 
for final hearing, is wrong 
and is with the intention 
of delaying justice to the  
petitioners.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Plea Challenging Centre’s 
Decision To Set Up Panel To Examine 
Schedule Caste Status Dalit Converts 

The Himachal Pradesh 
High Court observed and 
has held that the rejection 
of an appeal for the resto-
ration of GST registration 
for a delay of 1 day is hyper-
technical.

The division bench com-
prising of Justice Tarlok 
Singh Chauhan and Justice 
Virender Singh observed 
and has allowed the claim 
of the petitioner, wherein 
stating that the view taken 
by the appellate author-

ity is quite hyper-technical 
and academic and that the 
appeal is being rejected for 
a delay of one day is in gross 
violation of the principle of 
natural justice and that can-
cellation would prevent the 
fundamental right for doing 
of a business.

In the present case, the pe-
titioner being a dealer who 
is registered under the GST 
and was served with a show 
cause notice dated July 14, 
2020, for cancellation of 
the registration. Thus, the 
department or respondent 

cancelled the registration 
of GST on the ground that 
the petitioner had not filed 
up-to-date returns along 
with payment of tax.

The application for revo-
cation of the registration of 
the GST has been rejected 
by the department and the 
court dismissed the appeal 
on the on account of its be-
ing barred by one day.

It has been noted by the 
court that the petitioner 
would not be able to contin-
ue with his business in the 
absence of GST registration 

and thus would be deprived 
of his livelihood, the same 
amounts to a violation of 
his right to life and liberty as 
enshrined under Article 21 
of the Constitution of India.

Accordingly, the petition 
was allowed by the court 
and condoned the delay.

The Counsel, Advocate 
Goverdhan Lal Sharma and 
Advocate Rashmi Bhardwaj 
appeared for the petitioner.

The Counsel, Deputy So-
licitor General of India Bal-
ram Sharma appeared for 
the respondent.

IN COURT

HIMACHAL PRADESH HIGH COURT: 
REJECTION OF APPEAL FOR RESTORATION 
OF GST REGISTRATION – DELAY OF 1 DAY IS 
HYPER TECHNICAL

The Delhi High Court in the 
case Yogesh Parihar v. Delhi 
Technology & Ors observed 
and has held that the stu-
dents who resort to unfair 
means in examinations and 
get away with it cannot build 
this nation and must be dealt 
with a heavy hand.

The division bench com-
prising of Chief Justice Satish 
Chandra Sharma and Justice 
Subramonium Prasad ob-
served and has stated that 
the persons using unfair 
means to steal march over 
students who are working 
hard to prove their worth 
has to be dealt with a heavy 
hand. Tus, the students who 
resort to unfair means and 
get away with it, cannot build 
this nation and they cannot 
be dealt with leniently and 
they should be made to learn 
a lesson and for not adopting 
unfair means in their life.

The court observed while 
dismissing an appeal of an 
engineering student who 
was found using unfair 
means in the end-term sec-
ond semester examination 
in two subjects. Therefore, 
the university had imposed 
Category IV punishment on 
him and cancelled all second 
semester examinations taken 
by him.  The registration is 
automatically cancelled by 
the University for the third 

semester and he was directed 
to register himself for second 
semester along with the stu-
dents admitted this year.

A question paper has been 
shared by the petitioner as 
per the University in the 
Whatsapp group during the 
examination, along with 
hand written and print out 
of the answers during the 
examination. The court also 
found that the chats of some 
of the students were ad-
dressed to the petitioner for 
questions and answers.

The petitioner’s plea has 
been rejected by the single 
judge after observing that 
the decision taken by the 
University did not warrant 
any interference.

The court upholding the 
single judge order observed 
that the University has 
been lenient in imposing 
Category IV punishment 
on the petitioner rather 
than rusticating the cheat-
ers. The court stated that, 
be that as it may, may the 
Vice Chancellor and the 
learned Single Judge have 
taken into account all the 
facts. Thus, the argument 
of the learned Counsel for 
the Appellant that the Ap-
pellant’s phone was being 
used when he was in the 
examination centre does 
not impress this court 
and does not warrant  
interference.

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: 
Students Restoring To 
Unfair Means In Exams 
Cannot Build This 
Nation, Must Be Dealt 
With Heavy Hand

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 
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TOP OF THE DAY

8 KILLED IN TANKER 
EXPLOSION IN 
JOHANNESBURG
Johannesburg: A gas 
tanker apparently stuck 
under a bridge exploded 
in Johannesburg on 
Saturday, killing eight 
people, injuring several 
people and damaging 
nearby buildings, 
reports ABC News citing 
emergency services. 
The blast damaged the 
roof of the emergency 
department at the Tambo 
Memorial hospital and 
destroyed two houses 
and several cars, and 
injured bystanders. The 
tanker caught fire while 
under a low bridge, 
emergency services 
spokesperson William 
Ntladi said. “Apparently, 
a gas tanker drove under 
the subway bridge and 
got stuck in there, and 
due to friction, it caught 
alight,” Ntladi told South 
African media. He said 
six firefighters from 
Boksburg Central Fire 
Station were called to the 
bridge to help, reported 
ABC News.

96 ARRESTED BY 
ANTI-TERROR BODY 
IN PAKISTAN 
Lahore: The Counter 
Terror Department 
(CTD) arrested 96 
terror suspects from 
the Intelligence-Based 
Operations (IBO) 
conducted by defence 
personnel in Punjab 
province during this week. 
According to the Express 
Tribune, this week CTD 
conducted 433 combing 
operations and checked 
19,633 suspects, while 96 
accused were arrested. 
As many as 69 cases 
were also registered. The 
seven terror suspects 
arrested by the CTD were 
identified as Shafiullah, 
Khalid Mahmood, Mohsin 
Waqar, Muhammad 
Usman, Sher 
Muhammad, Muhammad 
Luqman and Farooq. 
Further, the Express 
Tribune report states 
that during the raids 
CTD teams seized five 
detonators, 12.5 feet of 
safety fuse wire, two cell 
phones, 39 pamphlets, 
stickers and a receipt 
book from an outlawed 
organization along with 
Rs 22,870 in cash from 
their possession. The 
spokesman added that 
seven FIRs were also 
registered against the 
terror suspects under the 
Anti-Terrorism Act.

TERRORIST, 
SOLDIER KILLED IN 
EXCHANGE OF FIRE 
IN BALOCHISTAN 
Islamabad: A terrorist 
and a soldier were killed 
during an exchange of 
fire between terrorists 
and security forces 
in an intelligence-
based operation in 
the Sambaza region 
of Balochistan’s Zhob 
district, Dawn reported 
citing the army’s media 
affairs wing. Two soldiers 
were wounded in the 
exchange of fire. The 
incident is reported at 
a time when Pakistan 
continues to face the 
increasing threat of 
terrorism, including 
those involving elements 
and groups said to 
be operating from 
Afghanistan since 
the Tehreek-i-Taliban 
Pakistan called off 
its ceasefire with the 
government in late 
November. 

The Arctic blast and the 
winter storm that tore down 
the power lines across the 
United States on Christmas 
Eve left more than 3,15,000 
homes and businesses with-
out electricity and at least 22  
people killed.

All kinds of transportation 
- planes, trains, and vehicles 
- were disrupted due to the 
storm this holiday weekend, 
closing hundreds of miles of 
road and air travel cancel-
lations. As bone-chilling air 
continues to grip the US, the 
storm still pummels parts of 
the Upper Midwest and in-
terior Northeast with heavy 
snow and blizzard conditions.

Talking about the weather 
in Erie County including Buf-
falo, Executive Mark Polon-
carz told reporters that bliz-
zard conditions are expected 
to continue through at least 
Sunday morning.

The winter storm could 
continue for at least the next 
36 hours, with the blizzard 
warning in effect until 7 am 

Christmas morning, Polon-
carz added.

“This is still a life-threaten-
ing situation,” he said. “This 
is nothing to be trifled with.”

The county’s Deputy Com-
missioner of Disaster Pre-
paredness and Homeland Se-
curity, Gregory Butcher, said 
the storm will be significant 
“for days to come.”

Earlier, more than 2,000 
flights were cancelled by vari-
ous airlines across the world 
on Saturday morning.

Total flight delays within, 
into or out of the US amount-
ed to about 4,000 as of Sat-
urday morning, according 
to flight tracking website 
FlightAware, which showed 
that total US flight cancella-
tions stood at around 2,000.

The flight cancellations on 
Saturday morning included 
over 450 from Southwest 
Airlines and nearly 400 
from Delta Air Lines Inc. The 
flight disruptions came as an 
arctic blast gripped much of 
the United States on Satur-
day, causing power outages 
 and car wrecks.

NATURAL DISASTER

Biting cold, massive power 
disruption in US, 2 killed
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

FOR SECOND DAY 

POLICE, PROTESTERS CLASH AFTER 
ATTACK ON KURDISH
TDG NETWORK
PARIS

The violence between the 
protesters and police broke 
out in Paris on the second 
day following Friday’s deadly 
shooting at a Kurdish cultural 
centre, according to The New 
York Post. The protesters 
overturned vehicles, setting 
some of them on fire, and 
threw objects at police, who 
responded with tear gas. 

The protest came after a 
gunman killed three people 
and injured three others in 
a possibly racist attack at 
the cultural centre on Rue 
d’Enghien in central Paris 
Friday. The protesters broke 
car windows and set some of 
them on fire after the deadly 
attack on the Kurdish com-
munity. The protest resumed 
again on Saturday after a 

largely peaceful demonstra-
tion at the city’s Place de la 
Republique to mourn the 
three victims, reported The 
New York Post.

Hundreds of Kurdish dem-
onstrators joined French 
politicians, including the 
mayor of the 10th district, to 
pay tribute to the victims in 
Paris’ central square, where 
protests are usually held.

“We are not being pro-
tected at all. In 10 years, six 

Kurdish activists have been 
killed in the heart of Paris 
in broad daylight,” Berivan 
Firat, a spokesperson for the 
Kurdish Democratic Council 
in France, political group, 
told BFM TV at the demon-
stration, according to The 
 New York Post.

The group had put out a call 
on their social media plat-
forms for people to gather 
at the square for a peaceful  
demonstration.

EXPORTS TO FALL 

Job loss, poor capacity: Pakistan’s 
textile exports faces crisis 
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

The All-Pakistan Textile 
Mills Association (APTMA) 
has warned the Pakistan 
government that the coun-
try’s textile exports could 
fall below USD 1 billion a 
month from 2023 onwards, 
reported Geo News. 

The APTMA asked for 
the government’s help 
to save the textile sector. 
The APTMA in a letter to 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday 
said: “The textile industry 
is using less than 50 per 
cent of its capacity. Many 
have already lost their jobs 
and lack of corrective action 
will lead to further job loss.” 

The association said that 
the problem can be attrib-
uted to floods which de-

stroyed the cotton crop and 
led to supply chain disrup-
tions. “They added that only 
5 million bales were pro-
duced this year, whereas the 
industry requires 14 million 
bales, adding that the forex 
issues have shrunk cotton 
imports and other vital 
intakes necessary for ex-
ports,” according to a report 
in Geo News. 

The report also says that: 

“APTMA urged the govern-
ment to restore SRO 1125, 
zero-rating for the textile 
value chain, and collect sales 
tax on domestic sales at the 
point of sale. It demanded 
an immediate refund of all 
deferred sales tax, tuff, and 
other dues and an extension 
in the duty drawback claims 
submission date for FY21.” 

According to APTMA, 
export-oriented units which 

needed to yield funds to ser-
vice debt were under enor-
mous strain. The crisis will 
lead to massive defaults, fur-
ther curtailment of capacity, 
and a possible banking cri-
sis, the association said.

Recently, the media report-
ed that due to the adverse 
conditions of Pakistan’s tex-
tile industry following dev-
astating floods, a Pakistan 
trade body approached the 
Shehbaz Sharif government 
to allow the import of cotton 
from India. 

In the wake of losses suf-
fered by cotton producers 
in Sindh and Punjab, the 
Pakistan Textile Exporters 
Association is proposing 
trade with India through 
Wagah to meet the rising 
export orders, the Dawn  
newspaper reported. 

CELEBRATION 

SINISTER DESIGN 

FROM BIDEN TO POPE, WORLD LEADERS WISH PEOPLE ‘MERRY CHRISTMAS’

CHINESE VESSELS AROUND JAPAN SEND CLEAR MESSAGE OF DETERRENCE: REPORT

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

On the occasion of Christ-
mas, world leaders - US 
President Joe Biden, Prime 
Minister of Canada Justin 
Trudeau, Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese, 
and Pope Francis wished a 
‘Merry Christmas’ to people 
across the globe.

“Jill and I hope everyone is 
able to spend time with fam-
ily and friends during the 
holiday season. We’re also 
holding a special place in our 
hearts for anyone missing a 
loved one during this time. 
From our family to yours, we 
wish you a peaceful Christ-

mas Eve,” tweeted Biden. 
Meanwhile, Pope Fran-

cis tweeted, “Tonight, God 
draws near to you because 
you are important to him. 
From the manger, as food for 
your life, He tells you: “If you 
feel consumed by events, if 
a sense of guilt and inad-
equacy devours you, if you 
hunger for justice, I am with 
you. #Christmas. Jesus asks 
us to go to the bare reality of 
things, to lay down all our ex-
cuses, our justifications and 
our hypocrisies at the feet of 
the manger. He whom Mary 
tenderly wrapped in swad-
dling wants us to be clothed 
in love. #Christmas.”

Canadian PM Trudeau also 

wished “joy, health, love, 
and peace,” and said that he 
is “excited to gather around 
the Christmas tree and spend 
some quality time together.”

“Merry Christmas! Like 
millions of Canadians, my 
family is excited to gather 

around the Christmas tree 
and spend some quality time 
together. And as we look 
ahead to the new year, we’re 
also wishing you joy, health, 
love, and peace,” tweeted 
Trudeau. 

He also thanked the Canadi-

an Armed Forces for protect-
ing the country. “This year, 
I’m thinking of Canadians 
who go the extra mile to make 
our country a better place. 
I’m thinking of members of 
the Canadian Armed Forces 
who are protecting our coun-
try and the values we share. 
I’m thinking of the doctors, 
nurses, and first respond-
ers working throughout the 
holidays. And I’m thinking 
of everyday Canadians who 
find ways to show up for their  
friends and neighbours.” 

Trudeau said that 2022 was 
a challenging year; for many, 
this holiday season won’t be 
easy. “But I’m confident that 
Canadians will continue to 

be there for each other in 
2023 - because that’s just  
who we are,” he said.

Australian PM Albanese 
said that Christmas is a 
special time of year. “It’s 
a day of giving. It’s a day 
for relaxing together with 
family and friends. And 
for many Australians, it is 
a day that is so central to 
their faith. Of course, not 
everyone gets to take it easy 
today. If you’re rostered on 
somewhere, I want to say 
thank you for your service 
to others. If you’re working 
because you volunteered 
your time to make Christ-
mas better for your fellow 
Australians, whether you’re 

serving lunch to those in 
need or you’re keeping our 
beaches safe, I want to ex-
press my gratitude and  
my admiration.” 

Thanking emergency 
service workers and Aus-
tralian Defence Force, he 
said, “The same goes to 
all our emergency service 
workers and of course,  
all Australian Defence Force 
personnel, whether they’re 
serving here or far from 
home overseas. Thank you 
to every single one of you. 
Whatever form Christmas 
Day takes for you, may it be 
a very happy one and may 
Santa be good to every child. 
Merry Christmas.”

Chinese vessels have intensi-
fied activities around Japan 
this week, sending a clear 
message of deterrence after 
Tokyo designated Beijing 
an unprecedented “strategic 
challenge” in its latest Na-
tional Security Strategy, ac-
cording to a report by Radio 
Free Asia (RFA). 

Japan, on 16 December, un-
veiled three defence-related 
documents. The documents 
named China as the main 
challenge to the region’s 

security and stability and 
focused on ways for Japan 
to boost its “counter-strike 
capabilities.” “The Chinese 
Coast Guard said on We-
Chat that its ships patrolled 
“in the Chinese territorial 
waters surrounding the Di-
aoyu islands on Wednesday,” 
using the Chinese name for 
the Senkaku islands which 
are under Japan’s control but 
are also claimed by China,” 
reported RFA.

Territorial waters fall 
within 12 nautical miles  
of island coasts. 

Tokyo has often ac-

cused Beijing of violating 
its sovereignty over the 
 Senkaku islands.

The Japanese Ministry 
of Defence Joint Staff in a 
press release on Wednes-
day said that the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) Navy’s aircraft car-
rier Liaoning and escorting 
warships have since Decem-
ber 16 been conducting drills  
in the West Pacific. 

Between Saturday and 
Tuesday, the Liaoning host-
ed about 130 aircraft sorties 
while operating around Oki-
daito island and Kitadaito 

island in the south of Japan, 
the Japanese Ministry said, 
according to RFA. 

Two Type 055 large missile 
destroyers and a number of 
other vessels are a part of the 
Liaoning carrier group. 

Recently, Japan’s Defense 
Ministry reported that a 
Chinese Navy Shupang-class 
survey ship sailed through 
Japan’s territorial waters 
near Yakushima Island.

According to the Japan 
Ministry of Defense/Self-De-
fense Forces, on December 
19, it was confirmed that a 
Chinese Navy Shupang-class 

survey ship sailed through 
Japan’s territorial waters 
near Yakushima Island. 

“This is the 9th time, the 
first since November this 
year, that we announce 
Chinese Naval vessel’s 
entry into Japan’s territo-
rial waters,” tweeted Ja-
pan Ministry of Defense/ 
Self-Defense Forces. 

The Ministry further add-
ed, “These Chinese naval ac-
tivities are of national secu-
rity concern. #JMOD/#JSDF 
resolutely protect  Ja-
pan’s territory, territorial 
 waters, and airspace.” 

The day long drama was 
witnessed on Sunday 
over the government 

formation. The coalition 
partners had many rounds 
of tug of war over choosing 
the Prime Minister. Mao-
ist Center, the third party in 
terms of numbers in the Ne-
pali parliament,  walked out 
of the ruling coalition blam-
ing PM Sher Bahadur Deuba 
for backing off from promises 
made earlier. 

Chairman of Maoist Center 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal aka 
Prachanda, storming out 
from the coalition meeting 
announced the end of the 
coalition, a senior Nepali 
Congress leader confirmed. 
“First you promised, now 
you backtracked. The coali-
tion has lost its relevance” 
Ram Chandra Paudel, one of 
the senior leaders of Nepali 

Congress quoted Prachanda 
as saying. Dahal, aka Pra-
chanda, walked out of the 
meeting, the Congress leader 
said. After walking out of the 
meeting venue early on Sun-
day afternoon, Dahal then 
headed for Balkot to hold 
a meeting with opposition 
leader K.P. Sharma Oli. 

As per the photos released 

by Oli’s secretariat, Dahal 
was welcomed graciously 
and is sitting close to the op-
position leader. Notably, Da-
hal had ended relations with 
Oli after the intra-party rift 
which also lead to the split 
of the Communist Party 
of Nepal- Unified Marxist 
Leninist (CPN-UML) some 
3 years ago. Dahal has bro-

ken the alliance after not 
getting the post of Prime 
Minister since the inception 
of the new government that 
needs to be formed before 
5 pm today and claimed  
before the President. 

On Sunday’s meeting, the 
two leaders Deuba and Dahal 
also engaged in a heated con-
versation, ending the meet-

ing without any conclusion. 
Earlier, Maoist Centre’s 

General Secretary Dev 
Gurung had also threat-
ened Nepali Congress that 
they would “walk out” 
from the coalition if the lat-
ter remained adamant on 
their demand to hold both 
the president and prime  
minister positions. 

POLITICAL GAMEPLAN 

GOVERNMENT FORMATION IN NEPAL 
WITNESSES HIGH DRAMA BEHIND THE SCENE 
TDG NETWORK
KATHMANDU

Coalition partners in a meeting to decide on the name of Prime 
Minister in Kathmandu on Sunday. 

FALTERING ECONOMY 

Delays in payment, 
Chinese firms ‘go 
slow’ in Pak projects 
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

Amid delays in payment to 
the IPPs, rising exchange 
rate, and “unhelpful be-
haviour of the National 
Electric Power Regula-
tory Authority (Nepra) 
with its companies”, Chi-
nese companies in Paki-
stan opted for a “go-slow” 
policy, reported Busi-

ness Recorder. Chinese 
ambassador to Pakistan, 
Nong Rong, shared infor-
mation during a meeting 
with Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister on Coordi-
nation Syed Tariq Fatemi. 
Fatemi, in a letter to fellow 
cabinet colleagues, has 
informed that as a follow-
up to the Inter-Ministerial  
Meeting (IMM). 

‘SIX PARTIES BACK PRACHANDA AS 
NEXT NEPAL PM’

Kathmandu: A coalition of six parties has decided to back 
Nepal’s Maoist Center Pushpa Kamal Dahal to form the next 
government and become the country’s Prime Minister.  “A co-
alition of 6 parties decide to present forward Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal as the Prime Minister of the next government. An agree-
ment has been sealed. Dahal will lead the government for two 
and a half years and another two and half years would be led 
by CPN-UML,” said Barshaman Pun, leader of the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Maoist Center). In the new coalition, the 
CPN-UML has 78, Maoist Center 32, Rastriya Swatantra Party 
20, Rastriya Prajatantra Party 14, Janata Samajbadi Party 12, 
Janamat Party 6 and Nagarik Unmukti Party has 4 MPs in 
support of Prachanda. The total weightage is 166. 

TDG NETWORK
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The European Union 
on Saturday (local time) 
condemned the Taliban’s 
ban on women working 
for NGOs and said that it 
was assessing the impact 
of its aid in Afghanistan,  
reported Al Jazeera.

“The European Union 
strongly condemns the Tali-
ban’s recent decision to ban 
women from working in 
national and international 
NGOs,” said a spokeswom-
an for EU foreign policy 
chief Josep Borrell to the 
French news agency. “We 
are assessing the situation 
and the impact it will have 
on our aid on the ground,” 
she added. 

In the latest crackdown 
on women’s freedoms in 
Afghanistan, the Taliban 
regime has ordered all local 
and foreign non-govern-

mental organisations (NGO) 
to stop female employees 
from coming to work in 
the country, reported Tolo  
News reported.

The Taliban-led Minis-
try of Economy ordered all 
national and international 
non-government organiza-
tions to suspend the jobs of 
female employees until fur-
ther announcement, the Af-
ghan news agency reported. 

Afghanistan’s Taliban rul-

ers ordered all national and 
international NGOs to stop 
their women employees 
from working after “seri-
ous complaints” about their 
dress code, the economy 
ministry said on Saturday. 

The order came days after 
the Taliban-run administra-
tion ordered universities to 
close to women, prompting 
strong global condemnation 
and sparking some protests 
and heavy criticism inside 

Afghanistan, reported 
Al Jazeera. It was not im-
mediately clear how the 
order would affect United 
Nations agencies, which 
have a large presence in 
Afghanistan delivering 
services amid the country’s  
humanitarian crisis. 

When asked whether the 
rules included UN agencies, 
Habib said the letter applied 
to organisations under 
Afghanistan’s coordinat-
ing body for humanitarian 
organisations, known as 
ACBAR. That body does not 
include the United Nations 
but does include more than 
180 local and international 
NGOs, reported Al Jazeera. 

However, the United Na-
tions often contracts with 
NGOs registered in Af-
ghanistan to carry out its 
humanitarian work. 

Ramiz Alakbarov, the UN 
deputy special representa-
tive for Afghanistan and 

humanitarian coordinator, 
said he was “deeply con-
cerned” by reports of the 
letter, which was a “clear 
breach of humanitarian 
principles”. 

The Charge D’affaires for 
Norway, which funds aid 
in Afghanistan and hosted 
talks between Taliban and 
civil society members in Jan-
uary, condemned the move. 

“The ban on female em-
ployees in NGOs must be 
reversed immediately,” 
Paul Klouman Bekken 
tweeted. “In addition to 
 being a blow to women’s 
rights, this move will ex-
acerbate the humanitarian 
crisis and hurt the most vul-
nerable Afghans.”

Meanwhile, Taliban secu-
rity forces used a water can-
non to disperse women pro-
testing the ban on university 
education for women on 
Saturday, said witnesses, 
reported Al Jazeera. 

REGRESSIVE 

EU condemns Taliban ban on 
women working for NGOs

Grand Imam of Egypt’s Al-
Azhar, Ahmed El-Tayeb 
called for the Taliban to re-
consider their decision to ban 
Afghan women from access-
ing university education, say-
ing the decision contradicts 
Sharia (Islamic law), reported 
Tolo News. 

The Grand Imam said that 
he “deeply” regrets the deci-
sion issued by the authorities 
in Afghanistan, preventing 
Afghan women’s access to 
university education. He said 
that the Taliban disallowing 
women’s right to education 
contradicts with the Islamic 
Sharia’s and called for men 
and women to seek educa-

tion “from cradle to grave,” 
reported Tolo News. Tayeb 
said he warns “Muslims and 
non-Muslims against believ-
ing or accepting the allegation 
that it banning women’s edu-
cation is approved in Islam.”

“Indeed, Islam firmly de-
nounces such banning since 
it contradicts the legal rights 
Islam equally guarantees for 
women and men,” he said. 

The suspension of higher 
education for female students 
has triggered global reactions 
and criticisms.  Many world 
countries and international 
organizations have expressed 
concerns over the decision 
and have condemned it, re-
ported Tolo News.

He called on authorities in 
Afghanistan to reconsider 

their decision for “the truth 
is more deserving of being 
followed.” 

The Taliban-led Ministry 
of Economy ordered all na-
tional and international non-
government organizations to 
suspend the jobs of female 
employees until further an-
nouncement, Afghan news 
agency Tolo News reported. 
Following a mass campaign 
against the closure of female 
universities, many lecturers 
announced their resigna-
tions.  “I am deeply con-
cerned. I wanted to resign 
as a protest and I hope these 
protests and actions by us will 
convey our voices to officials,” 
said Raihana Halim, a lectur-
er from Kabul University who 
studies her PhD in Turkey.

NOT SUPPORTED BY MANY 

TALIBAN’S EDUCATION BAN 
CONTRADICTS WITH SHARIA: 
EGYPT’S AL-AZHAR CLERIC

AGAINST HUMAN DIGNITY 

PREREQUISITE ACTIONS 

Afghan women protest against 
Taliban ban on female students 

IMF asks Pakistan to meet demands 
in 3 weeks to revive loan programme

Women across Af-
ghanistan cities 
have taken to 

the streets raising slogans 
against a Taliban ban on 
their higher education. The 
protesters in the capital Ka-
bul besides in Nangarhar, 
Takhar, and Herat have 
braved water cannons in 
biting cold conditions, media 
reports showed. 

The protests are expected 
to surge amid a latest crack-
down ordering all local and 
foreign non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) to 
stop their female employ-
ees from attending work, 
TOLOnews reported on 

Saturday. There has been 
worldwide condemnation of 
the bans. “Dozens of women 
staged a protest in Western 
Herat province on Saturday 
against the Taliban’s order 

that banned female students 
from pursuing higher educa-
tion,” Khaama Press report-
ed.  According to the videos 
circulating on social media, a 
group of women took to the 

street and marched around 
the province, chanting slo-
gans including: “Education 
is our right, “education for 
 all or none”. 

This came after the Tali-
ban on Tuesday announced 
that women were banned 
from attending university in 
the country as they had not 
been wearing appropriate 
Islamic attire at colleges and 
been interacting with their  
male counterparts.  Mean-
while, in the Takhar prov-
ince, a group of female uni-
versity students protested, 
condemning the Taliban’s 
latest act of banning women’s 
right to education. The pro-
testors chanted, “education 
is our right,” according to  
Khaama Press.

Protests were also seen 
in other parts of the coun-
try like the capital Kabul, 
Nangarhar, Takhar, and 
Herat indicating wom-
en’s final chance to de-
mand their inherent right  
to access education. The 
number of university lec-
turers resigning from their 
positions in solidarity with 
the women’s demands has 
 been rising steadily.

Following the protest in 
the capital Kabul earlier 
this week, the authorities of 
the interim regime arrested 
five women taking part in 
a protest. They also arrest 
three journalists. Detaining 
protesters and journalists is 
not something new, reported 
Khaama Press. 

TDG NETWORK 
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International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has shared list of pre-
requisite actions with Paki-
stani authorities for moves 
towards implementing them 
in the next three weeks if 
they are keen to revive the 
stalled loan programme, Geo  
News reported.

The IMF has conveyed to 
Pakistan authorities that the 
time has come to take “all re-

quired actions”, the report 
said. To pave the way for a 
staff-level agreement and 
release of $1 billion tranche 
under the Extended Fund 
Facility (EFF), a timeframe of 
two to three weeks has been 
given for implementing “all  
required actions”. 

Finance Minister Ishaq Dar 
is expected to hold consulta-
tions for evolving consen-
sus on required actions to 
be taken in the coming few 
weeks for the revival of the 

 IMF programme. 
The EEF is a facility offered 

by the IMF where a country 
can borrow money for ad-
dressing its structural and eco-
nomic problems. “Now the ball 
is in the court of Islamabad 
whereby the IMF asks the gov-
ernment to take actions on ac-
count of fixing cash-bleeding 
energy sector including pow-
er and gas, taking additional 
taxation measures and pursu-
ing structural reforms in the 
remaining period of the Fund 

programme,” a top official told 
The News, according to the re-
port.  On Thursday, Pakistan 
and the IMF officials held an-
other round of virtual talks, in 
which the Finance Minister 
said Islamabad was expecting 
to receive dollar inflows from 
one friendly country by late 
December or early January, 
keeping in view dwindling 
foreign exchange reserves held 
by the State Bank of Pakistan 
that nosedived to $6.11 billion, 
according to Geo News.

Major issues with Paki-
stan’s energy sector were 
highlighted by the Asian 
D e ve l o p m e nt  B a n k 
(ADB) in its Central Asia 
Regional Economic Co-
operation (CAREC) En-
ergy Outlook 2030, Geo 
News reported. 

Geo News cited the 
CAREC report which 
said that country’s popu-
lation grows at 2 percent 
per annum which in-
creases the stress on the 

industry. The report also 
mentioned that a quar-
ter of the population still 
does not have access to 
power. The CAREC re-
port by ADB said that if 
the country wants to un-
lock its energy market for 
private players there are 
some issues that need to 
be addressed. The coun-
try needs to properly 
classify and categorize 
its energy types. 

For example, although 
hydropower is generally 
considered a renewable 
energy resource across 

the world, the Alternative 
and Renewable Energy 
Policy has categorized 
hydropower sources as 
non-renewables. 

Considering the 30% 
renewable energy tar-
get in 2030, it would be 
hardly possible to reach 
this level only via wind 
and solar PV sources. If 
hydropower were to be 
included in the defini-
tion of renewable energy 
sources, it would make 
reaching the stated target 
and introducing stronger 
competition more realis-

tic, Geo News reported. 
The power generation 

and the energy efficiency 
sector need the most sig-
nificant investments ow-
ing to the rapidly growing 
demand and low baseline 
efficiency. In all three sce-
narios, the largest invest-
ments are needed for the 
development of the coun-
try’s hydropower capac-
ity, ranging from $11 bil-
lion to $26 billion. 

Investment needs for 
wind and solar energy 
are expected to reach 
nearly $12 billion in 

the business-as-usual 
scenario, $36 billion in 
the government com-
mitments scenario, and 
$57 billion in the green 
growth scenario, which 
illustrates the country’s 
ambitious plans for har-
nessing its large renew-
able energy potential. 

Furthermore, accord-
ing to the country’s nu-
clear power generation 
targets, investments for 
nuclear facility expan-
sion and rehabilitation 
total nearly $12 billion 
in the business-as-usual 

scenario, $21 billion in 
the government com-
mitments scenario, and 
$31 billion in the green 
growth scenario. 

The country’s lack of a 
detailed energy plan is 
also a major issue accord-
ing to the CAREC report. 
Although, there is the exis-
tence of the National Ener-
gy Policy already approved 
the county still lacks the 
specifications related to 
the roles of policymakers 
and all the other relevant 
stakeholders had not been 
completely defined by the 

country’s authorities. 
According to Geo News 

which cited the CAREC 
report that said that the 
country is concentrat-
ing on power genera-
tion too strongly due to 
which the Transmission 
and Distribution (T&D) 
of power suffers.  This 
has resulted in one of 
the highest transmission  
losses in the region. The 
losses of some energy 
companies reach 38 per-
cent in transmission loss.  
Although there is the 
existence of a Transmis-

sion Line Policy to attract 
private investments a 
centralized energy plan 
will make sure that in the 
long run, things run in the 
right direction, according 
to the Geo News report.  
Another challenge stems 
from the country’s elec-
trification rate, with more 
than 25 % of the popula-
tion having no access to 
 electricity. With an in-
crease in rural electrifica-
tion, demand will increase 
significantly, putting more 
strain on distribution  
companies and generation. 

IN DOLDRUMS 

PAKISTAN FACES SEVERE ENERGY CRISIS: ADB REPORT
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

Afghan women are protesting aginst the ban.
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STRICT MEASURES 

TRUMP SHOULD NEVER HOLD PUBLIC 
OFFICE AGAIN: JAN 6 COMMITTEE

 US former President Donald 
Trump should not be allowed 
to run for public office ever, 
the House committee inves-
tigating the January 6 insur-
rection recommended in their 
final report, The New York 
Times reported. 

In the 800-page final report, 
late Thursday, the committee 
came up with 11 recommen-
dations to prevent any future 
attacks like the US Capitol at-
tack of 6 January 2021. Among 
the recommendations listed, 
the reform of the Electoral 
Count Act to clarify that a vice 
president has no authority to 
reject electoral slates submit-
ted by the states; wholesale 
expansion of federal law en-
forcement agencies’ scrutiny 
of extremist groups, including 
white nationalists and violent 
anti-government 
g r o u p s ;  a n d 
designation of 
the counting of 
electoral votes 
by Congress 

every four years as a “National 
Special Security Event,” like 
inaugurals and State of the 
Union addresses.

The recommendations came 
as the committee released its 
final report after approving 
the referral of multiple crimi-
nal charges against Trump. 

On 19 December , the House 
Committee found Trump 
ultimately responsible for 
the insurrection, laying out 
for the public and the Jus-
tice Department a trove of 
evidence for why he should 
be prosecuted for multiple 
crimes, according to CNN.  
Over eight chapters, the 

committee wove together evi-
dence drawn from thousands 
of documents and more than 
1,000 witness interviews to 
argue that Trump embarked 
on an orchestrated plan to 
remain in office despite his 
election loss, pressuring state 
officials, the Justice Depart-
ment and his own vice presi-
dent to help him. Ultimately, 
the committee argues, he in-
spired his supporters to com-
mit violence in his name, re-
ported The New York Times. 

“Our country has come 
too far to allow a defeated 
President to turn himself 
into a successful tyrant by 
upending our democratic 
institutions, fomenting vio-
lence, and, as I saw it, open-
ing the door to those in our 
country whose hatred and 

bigotry threaten equal-
ity and justice for all 

Americans,” the 
panel’s chairman, 
Rep. Bennie G. 
Thompson (D-
Miss.), said in 

the foreword to 
the report. 
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‘DISTURBED,’ SAYS UN CHIEF 
New York: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
expressed deep concern about the ban imposed by the Tali-
ban on women from working for national and international 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs). “The Secretary-
General is deeply disturbed by the reported order of the de 
facto Taliban authorities banning women from working for 
national and international non-governmental organizations,” 
said Secretary-General Spokesperson Stephane Dujarric in a 
statement. “This decision will undermine the work of numerous 
organizations working across the country helping those most 
vulnerable, especially women and girls,” he added. 
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IMF ASKS PAKISTAN TO MEET DEMANDS IN 3 
WEEKS TO REVIVE LOAN PROGRAMME

PREREQUISITE ACTIONS 

International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has shared 
list of prerequisite ac-
tions with Pakistani 
authorities for moves 
towards implementing 
them in the next three 
weeks if they are keen 
to revive the stalled 
loan programme, Geo  
News reported. The IMF 

has conveyed to Paki-
stan authorities that the 
time has come to take 
“all required actions”, 
the report said. To pave 
the way for a staff-level 
agreement and release of 
$1 billion tranche under 
the Extended Fund Fa-
cility (EFF), a timeframe 
of two to three weeks 
has been given for im-
plementing “all required 
actions”.  Finance Minis-

ter Ishaq Dar is expected 
to hold consultations for 
evolving consensus on 
required actions to be 
taken in the coming few 
weeks for the revival of 
the IMF programme. 
The EEF is a facility of-
fered by the IMF where 
a country can borrow 
money for addressing its 
structural and economic 
problems. 
“Now the ball is in the 

court  of  Islamabad 
whereby the IMF asks 
the government to take 
actions on account of 
fixing cash-bleeding 
energy sector includ-
ing power and gas, tak-
ing additional taxation 
measures and pursuing 
structural reforms in the 
remaining period of the 
Fund programme.” a top 
official told The News, 
according to the report.
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A devotee pays 
obeisance to 
the statue of 
baby Jesus 

Christ during 
the Christmas 

celebrations, 
in New Delhi 

on Sunday.

CELEBRATION

#CHRISTMAS

‘ReMeMbeR THe MeSSAge of 
kIndneSS’: neTIzenS exTend 
CHRISTMAS wISHeS 
On the occasion of Christmas on 25 December, netizens 
took to Twitter to share wishes of the auspicious day. 

President Droupadi Murmu tweeted, “Wishing every-
one a Merry Christmas. On this day, let us remember 
the message of kindness and brotherhood given by 
Jesus Christ. May we spread joy and positivity and have 
the spirit of compassion towards fellow beings and the 
environment.”

PM Narendra Modi tweeted, “Merry Christmas. May 
this special day further the spirit of harmony and joy in 
our society. We recall the noble thoughts of Lord Christ 
and the emphasis on serving society.”

Rahul Gandhi tweeted, “Merry Christmas to everyone. 
May this festive season embrace you all with the joys of 
love and laughter.”

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra tweeted, “Merry Christmas. 
Joy, peace and love to all of you, and above all, may your 
lives be graced with kindness.”

‘Preservation 
of India’s 
culture as 
important as 
protecting 
unity of 
nation.’

— Basavaraj Bommai

BRAIN-PICKING

Karnataka Chief Minister,  speaking about protecting the unity 
and integrity of the nation.

ChRIsTmAs 2022

sANTA sCuLPTuRE mAdE 
wITh 1500 KG TOmATOEs

TDG NeTwork
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On the occasion of Christmas 2022, sand artist Sudarsan 
Pattnaik created a sand sculpture of Santa Claus at Gopal-
pur Beach on Saturday. On the sand art, Pattnaik wrote, 
“Merry Christmas.”

Pattnaik built the 27-foot-high, 60-foot-wide sculpture out 
of 1500 kg of tomatoes. Christmas is celebrated with a whole 
lot of pomp and grandeur across the world. People spend 
the day dancing, dressing up in new attire, and giving heart-
felt gifts to their loved ones. Previously, on Christmas 2021, 
Pattnaik created a 50-foot-long, 28-foot-wide sand sculp-
ture of Santa Claus on Puri Sea Beach with the help of 5400 
red roses and other flowers. For the last 17 years, he has 
been creating sand art during Christmas. Many of his sand 
sculptures have carved a place in the Limca Book of World 
Records. The Padma Bushan award-winning sand artist Su-
darsan has participated in more than 60 international sand 
art championships and festivals around the world and has 
won many awards for the country.

Santa sculpture made by Sudarshan Pattnaik 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee at the inauguration of Delhi Metro (File).  
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ARChAIC VILLAGE 

Namphake- an archaic 
village in Dibrugarh 
district of Upper As-

sam, about a kilometre and 
a half from Naharkatia, is 
home to the Tai Phake com-
munity, descendants of the 
great Tai race of Southeast 
Asia, writes Barasha Das for 
Guwahati-based platform 
The Borderlens.

Archaic because the com-
munity chooses to diligently 
hold on to their original 
lifestyle and traditions over 
modern means and ameni-
ties. Preserved for over 100 
years, this undiluted origi-
nality of the village gives out-
siders a feeling of travelling 
back in time. This is summed 
up by a tourist who thinks, 
“It’s like I have time travelled 
to the Ahom era.”

It’s intriguing to witness 
a community of just about 
2000 individuals, far away 
from the original homeland, 
overcoming all challenges to 
preserve the Tai customs in 
their purest form.

Unfortunately, with fast 
globalisation posing more 
challenges than solutions, 
a significant portion of the 
ancient Tai culture is on the 
outskirts, likely to vanish 
and be forgotten in the com-
ing decades, according to The 
Borderlens.

Far away from their other 
Tai relatives spread across 
Myanmar and Thailand, the 
small Tai Phake community 
of Assam has a population 
of hardly 2000. Crossing 
over the Patkai Hills around 
1775, the Tai Phakes migrated 
from the Howkong valley of 
Myanmar to the northeast of 

India.
For the next 50 years, they 

shifted to several places 
in the Northeast, includ-
ing Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh. Presently, there 
are nine Tai Phake villages in 
the Tinsukia and Dibrugarh 
districts; the largest being 
Namphake, with about 70 
households of 600 individ-
uals, which was established 
alongside the Buridihing 
river in 1850, according to 
The Borderlens.

However, the preservation 
of their Tai customs has not 
been easy. The community 
proudly states that their con-
version to Buddhism about 
1500 years ago has helped 
them preserve their original 
practices—the Tai traditions, 
culture, language, and even 
their early religious practises 
alongside Buddhism.

The Tai Phakes follow the 
Hinayana sect of Buddhism, 

similar to those of the other 
Tai clans of Myanmar, Thai-
land, Cambodia, Laos, and 
Sri Lanka. The Namphake 
Buddhist Monastery was 
established in 1850 along 
with the village, as reported 
by The Borderlens.

To outsiders, the villagers 
speak fluent Assamese, but 
amongst themselves, the Tai 
language forms the main me-
dium of communication. The 
Tai Phakes have evolved as a 
bilingual community, fluent 
in both Tai and Assamese.

   Members of the Tai com-
munity organise periodic 
classes on reading and writ-
ing in Tai to keep the younger 
generation interested in the 
language, according to The 
Borderlens.

But it’s not about the lan-
guage alone. The struggle 
is not just to sustain our 
language but also our at-
tire, which is woven entirely 

within the community.
With the number of women 

who have acquired the art of 
weaving the traditional Tai 
attire dwindling, the people 
of Namphake and the other 
eight Tai villages are entirely 
dependent on a few weavers 
who continue to maintain the 
tradition. But as demands 
are rising with limited pro-
duction, the prices of the Tai 
costume have soared much 
higher, further limiting the 
financially weaker section 
of the community from pro-
curing these attires, reported 
The Borderlens.

As the usage of the lan-
guage is gradually declining, 
and many Tai words are for-
gotten, the community has 
resorted to making modern 
songs in which their folklore 
and several old words are 
incorporated. About five al-
bums of 6-7 songs have been 
released so far.                   

whERE CuLTuREs ANd RELIGION 
BLENd TO PREsERVE IdENTITy 

Namphake Buddhist Monastery
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20 years of Delhi Metro   
LANdmARK

The Delhi Metro celebrated 
the landmark moment of 
completing 20 years of metro 
operations in the national cap-
ital region on Saturday.

 “DMRC celebrated the land-
mark moment of completing 
20 years of Metro operations 
in the NCR. It was marked 
with the inauguration of a 
special exhibition highlight-
ing 20 years of operations and 
the Indo-Japan partnership, 
which has helped shape the 
Delhi Metro project,” DMRC 
tweeted.

 “Exhibition was inaugurat-
ed at Welcome Metro Station 
by His Excellency, Suzuki Hi-
roshi, Ambassador Extraor-
dinary of Japan to India, in 
the presence of Vikas Kumar, 
MD/DMRC, Saito Mitsunori, 
Chief Representative, JICA 
India Office, and other offi-
cials,» it added. A statement 

from the DMRC stated that 
Japan has had a long-standing 
association with the DMRC 
since the inception of the or-
ganisation through financial 
support and technical assis-
tance for the construction of 
all phases of the Delhi Metro 
project so far. "This exhibi-
tion offers glimpses of Delhi 
Metro›s landmark moments 
in the past 20 years and covers 
special occasions such as the 
inauguration of major corri-
dors, the introduction of new 

technologies, unique facilities, 
interesting facts, and visits 
by important personalities," 
it said. The exhibition also 
showcases the partnership 
between Delhi Metro and the 
Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) and other 
Japanese organisations that 
have supported Delhi Metro 
in its journey so far.

As part of the celebrations 
of the 20th anniversary of 
operations, the first train, 
which was flagged off by the 

then Prime Minister Atal Bi-
har Vajpayee on 24 December 
2002, was specially decorated 
and operated today on the 
Red Line. «Announcements 
were made inside the train to 
inform passengers that they 
were travelling in the very 
first train, which sparked a 
delightful reaction from the 
passengers inside the train. 
Delhi Metro utilises the space 
in its stations to showcase art-
works and exhibitions that 
reflect either the rich culture 
of places where the stations 
are located to commemorate 
special occasions or cover a 
specific theme,» the statement 
said.

«Many of our stations have 
theme-based artworks as 
well. The journey of Delhi 
Metro operations commenced 
on 24th December 2002, 
when the then Prime Min-
ister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
flagged off the first-ever train.

RECOGNIZEd 

TARINA PATEL's AChIEVEmENT 

Actress, film producer 
and model Tarina Patel  
has been awarded for 
her contribution to arts 
by Gujarati Pravasi in 
India. She is being called 
‘The Indian face of Af-
rica’ while representing 
the Gujarati and Indian 
community .

Tarina said, “I have al-
ways been an unofficial 
ambassador for India. 
It was an honour to be 
among the most cel-
ebrated Gujaratis from 
around the world. It is 
also a matter of great 
pleasure to have my 
work so highly regarded 
and recognized.”  

She added, “I was a 
speaker on a panel titled ‘Gutsy Gujarati Women’. This 
was attended by some iconic women such as Anandiben 
Patel, the ex-Chief Minister of Gujarat; Smriti Irani and 
Priti Adani, wife of Gautam Adani.” 

The programme was attended by people from 60 coun-
tries and the award was handed over by Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah. It was also attended by the state 
chief minister Bhupendra patel .

Tarina Patel 

Home Minister Amit Shah and Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel.
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FIVE ChRIsTmAs sONGs ThAT 
shOuLd BE IN yOuR PLAyLIsT
As the whistling winter breeze engulfs the night this 
Christmas eve, wrap yourself in a warm blanket, and 
listen to some of the best Christmas songs to get into 
the mood for celebration. every year, musicians all 
over the world try to release a classic new Christmas 
song that will worm its way into our hearts and give 
us a break from the old songs we’ve all overplayed. 
So as the sleigh bells ring in a distant corner, soothe 
your nerves this holiday season with these top five 
Christmas songs.

mIsTLETOE
even after 11 years, listening to this song over and 
over again will make you feel good. The endearing 
lyrics and charming vocals of Justin Bieber in this 
song will instantly make you feel elated.

uNdERNEATh ThE TREE
Kelly Clarkson’s debut of this unabashed 
holiday banger was the unequivocal highlight 
of her 2013 holiday release, ‘Wrapped in Red’. 
it’s a wonderful showcase of Clarkson’s con-

siderable vocal talents, including a holiday choir filled 
with her own backing tracks.

ChRIsTmAs TImE
Recorded as a bit of a lark for a 1967 Beatles 
holiday fan club release, what this song might 
lack in lyrics, it makes up for with those 

unmatched Beatles harmonies.

ALL I wANT FOR ChRIsTmAs Is yOu
This song never fails to make a comeback 
year after year, dominating charts even 
decades after its release. 

sOmEdAy AT ChRIsTmAs
As part of Amazon Music’s Christmas 
celebrations, Lizzo has chosen to dig deep 
into the holiday past and sing the timeless 
Stevie Wonder song Someday at Christmas, 

which was originally published 55 years ago.

Mistletoe song 



Celebrating 75 years 
of bilateral relations 
between India and 

the Netherlands, the Em-
bassy of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands together 
with Dutch and New Delhi-
based artists recently un-
veiled a mural art project in 
Delhi’s Nizamuddin area.

Meenakshi Lekhi, Min-
ister of State for External 
Affairs and Culture of 
India, Paul Huijts, Sec-
retary-General, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the 
Netherlands and H.E Mr. 
Marten van den Berg, Am-
bassador of the Kingdom 

of the Netherlands to India, 
Nepal and Bhutan inau-
gurated the mural, mark-
ing a milestone moment in 
Indo-Dutch friendship. The 
inauguration was graced 
by representatives of the 
government and cultural 
sector.

The dreamy, vivid paint-
ing comes as a gift to India 
from the Netherlands. In 
the Delhi mural, viewers 
can see an Indian woman, 
accompanied by a tiger. The 
two figures represent India 
in all their splendor. As the 
Netherlands are known for 
their water management 
and Delfts Blue ceram-
ics, and these visual motifs 
have been chosen to rep-

resent the Netherlands in 
the mural. The backdrop 
in orange is a color com-
mon to both countries in 
the Indian flag and as refer-
ence to the family name of 
the Dutch royal family, the 
House of Orange-Nassau.

Work on the mural began 
when a pioneering public 
art enterprise Delhi Street 
Art invited two Dutch 
street artists, Roelof van 
Schierbeek and Laxmi 
Prithipalsingh, to cre-
ate large mural paintings 
showing Dutch-India con-
nections in Mumbai, Ben-
galuru and New Delhi. The 
mural in Bengaluru show-
cases the lion formerly the 
national animal of India 

and symbolic of strength in 
the Dutch Royal Family at a 
prominent spot in Benga-
luru. The mural painting in 
Mumbai visualizes the con-
trast between Indian and 
Dutch culture. A striking 
image of an Indian woman, 
resplendent in her tradi-
tional jewelry, shows her 
dreaming about visiting 
the Netherlands one day.

“The India-Netherlands 
cultural connection and 
cooperation has a long-
standing, glorious  his-
tory, and this year marks 
a significant milestone as 
the ‘maitri’ between the 
two countries completes 
75 years. Celebrating cre-
ativity and diversity, this 

inspiring mural art proj-
ect brought together art 
and artists from two dif-
ferent parts of the world, 
enhancing the people-to-
people connection between 
India and the Netherlands, 
and solidifying the foun-
dation for rich cultural 
exchange between the na-
tions. We hope  the pub-
lic will enjoy and appreciate 
this addition to the Delhi’s 
vibrant public art,” said 
Paul Huijts, Secretary-Gen-
eral, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Netherlands. 
In the coming weeks, Del-
hiites will be able to see 
three more mural projects 
unveiled as part of the col-
laborative, creative effort.

InauguratIon

unveIlIng of Mural art: a creatIve connect 
between IndIa and the netherlands 

Debjeet Dey
New Delhi 

Here’s a moment 
in time that impels 
you to behold, with 
the mind nudged 
to become sti l l . 
One would natu-
rally be propelled 
to suspend the ever 
verbose entity to a 
peaceful halt, for 
once not  trying 
to find meaning. 
Wouldn’t that be 
one of the directions 
art can be piloting? 
To be gaining entry 
into the apparently 
indecipherable are-
na beyond the mind, 
which is where we see Hemraj’s leading us.

Hemraj impressionist impasto flat bold strokes, one on 
top of another; lines demanding their say, playing with 
thick dots seemingly haphazard, he would want to inquire 
if there is a method to the madness. 

Do the opaque emissions on top of some translucent and 
some opaque under-layers whisper of the glimpses of the 
mystery of the coveted, now and then partially visible and 
then again hidden with its ever elusive quality? Does that 
sound familiar? The very nature of life? That’s as close as 
an artist can get, to unravel through those layers charac-
teristic of that opacity, which Hemraj consciously chooses.  

His most recent doodles on paper are again inviting him 
and his viewer into that very language: Coded- which per-
haps might murmer with the elixir only when the ever 
fidgety mind is flung aside. Can there be definitions? Can 
there be elucidations and versions? One would do better 
to stay put there without bothering to answer. Toast to art 
synonymous with the most enigmatic: Life itself!

At a closer look at these coded forms with their utter sim-
plicity, their fun, frolic and energy, encapsulating the very 
innocence of the most ancient within us, it is a mild bit of 
an astonishment to discover them encapsulating both one 
dimensional along with the three dimensional expres-
sions, cohabiting. 

Doesn’t that bit come as a revelation? The flat drawings, 
sharing space with the perspective drawings, breaking 
out of the conventional, while at one hand reminiscing the 
cryptic hieroglyphics, yet at the other, taking a step ahead 
of them, with a more impenetrable language inherent. No 
wonder he sniffs eternal reminiscences in them; the pri-
marily opaque layers embedded deep inside of us, wafting 
the aroma instilled, calling for utter silence. 

O n e  o f  t h e  y o u n g -
est wildlife presenters, 
f i lmmakers and con-
servationist,  26-year-
old Suyash Keshari recently 
unveiled his solo wildlife 
exhibition titled ‘A Wild 
Planet’. The event show-
cased his decade’s worth 
of work translated to over 
120+ life-size prints. The 
exhibition was previewed 
recently and was opened 
to the public till 25 Decem-
ber at the Museo Camera in 
Gurugram.

Suyash  pioneered Vir-
tual Safari Experience 
that went live on his own 
OTT platform called Safari 

With Suyash - TV. Post the 
preview and launch event; 
the exhibit commenced 
with a welcome address by 
Suyash Keshari; remarks 
by Chief Guest Mr Ravi 
Singh, President of WWF, 
following a speech by 
Mukesh Srivastava, Busi-
ness Head of Sony Digital 
Imaging and a lamp light-
ing ceremony. The other 
two phases of the event in-
cluded - Media Day to hold 
exclusive press interac-
tions and conclusion event.

  E x p r e s s i n g  h i s 
thoughts,   Suyash  Kes-
hari  said, “The passion 
for wildlife photography 
grew on me when I im-
mersed myself into the 

wild through the camera. 
The power of the lens in 
terms of intricate and unbi-
ased storytelling drew me 

closer to nature and wild-
life. I am glad to be able to 
share my living memories 
with all of you today and 

hope to instil encourage-
ment among people to take 
cautious actions toward 
wildlife conservation and 
the protection of our fauna 
kingdom.”

Previously, the works 
of Suyash have been pub-
lished in over 300 national 
and international newspa-
pers along with prominent 
magazines.  Suyash  has 
executed several wildlife 
conservation projects in-
cluding building two wa-
terholes in deficit areas 
of Bandhavgarh National 
Park, electrifying 175 Anti 
Poaching camps through 
solar-powered lamps, 
equipping over 200 for-
est guards with shoes and 

raincoats along with dona-
tions of 225 solar-powered 
torches. Suyash also has a 
line of Safari Apparel from 
which 100% of profits go 
to these causes. His no-
table work towards wild-
life conservation got him 
the prestigious 30 under 
30 Award and he has also 
been named among the 
Top 5 Wildlife Profession-
als in India. 

The exhibition is unprec-
edented both in terms of 
its size and the age of the 
exhibitor as he is one of the 
youngest to conduct such a 
project and is expected to 
generate a significant im-
pact in people’s paradigm 
about wildlife.

The first ever Great Indian 
Beatbox Festival comes to 
an end, after entertaining 
the audience with a com-
pletely unique beatbox mu-
sic concert. This festival was 
a major highlight for audio-
philes as globally renowned 
beatboxers BERYWAM crew 
and Mad Twinz, and Indian 
heartthrobs DVK and Voc-
tronica performed at the 
concerts, giving the audience 
a new perspective of music, 
and at the same time, helping 
many realize the new form of 
art they can pursue as a main-
stream career.

Speaking about the suc-
cess of the festival, Raka Vee 
Director of BBXINDIA gave 
his insights about the event. 
Excerpts
Q. Please give a brief descrip-
tion about The Great Indian 
Beatbox Festival, which held at 
Mumbai, on the 17th and 18th of 
December?
A. The Great Indian Beatbox 
Festival was planned to be an 
event that will bring the art of 
beatboxing to the masses and 
I am proud to say that it was 
a great success. We aimed to 
portray the true potential of 
beatboxing to the Indian au-
dience and it was not only re-
ceived well, but loved for the 
creativity and sheer talent of 
the performers. We carried 
out the fourth edition of the 
Indian Beatboxing Cham-
pionship and found great 

talent to represent India in 
international beatboxing 
competitions. The festival 
was an effort to bring together 
the community and the audi-
ence to enjoy and needless to 
say, it was a hit. 
Q. After completing education 
in civil engineering, post gradu-
ation and working in corporate 
for 5 years what inspires you to 
expand BBXINDIA? 
A. Indeed, I was a corporate 
employee for more than 5 
years but the artist in me 
was never truly satisfied with 
the job alone. Although I was 
paid well and things were go-
ing in the exact trajectory I ex-
pected them to be, I felt a void 
in regard to my contribution 
towards art. I love to dance, 
sing and beatbox, and some-
where, the corporate 9-5 was 
limiting my efforts, so I chose 
to quit my job and dedicate 

my life to the art. And this 
is where I built BBXINDIA 
with the passion and vision 
in my mind to make beat-
boxing a mainstream art 
form in India and provide a 
bigger platform to showcase 
their talent. My goal has re-
mained to boost the art form 
and make things happen for 
the Indian subcontinent.
Q. Do you feel beatbox can be-
come as popular as rap and other 
forms of art in India?  
A. It would be wrong to say 
that beatboxing is something 
very new in India, but speak-
ing from the perspective of ex-
posure, yes, it is a relatively 
new art form in India. Beat-
boxing got some mainstream 
exposure in the film Gullyboy, 
and since then many started 
exploring it more. The pan-
demic was the turning point 
for beatboxing where people 

started practicing this art 
form dedicatedly and the out-
comes were amazing. We saw 
a steep growth in the popula-
tion interested in this art form 
and when DVK won India’s 
Got Talent title, it was clear 
to many that India is ready 
to accept beatboxing as a 
mainstream art. And today, 
in the post-pandemic era, a 
good number of people know 
beatboxing and are interested 
in choosing this art form over 
many other streams, and it 
makes me elated.

DVK, India’s Got Talent 
Winner (Beatboxer) also gave 
his views about the event.
Q. How do you feel after becom-
ing the Face of the Year for The 
Great Indian Beatbox Festival?
A. What can I say, it is cer-
tainly an amazing feeling 
and I feel honored to be a 
part of India’s first chapter of 

the Beatboxing Festival and 
Championship. I believe that 
the past few years of Indian 
Beatboxing have been re-
ally crazy with many highs 
and lows, and how BBXIN-
DIA’s initiative to make it 
mainstream is no less than 
a revolution in the history 
of Indian beatboxing. It is an 
amazing feeling to be a part 
of it, witness the history in 
making,and see beatbox-
ers from across the country 
coming forward and show-
ing their skills. Surely, it was 
a learning experience for me, 
and was very excited to be 
Face of the Year for The Great 
Indian Beatbox Festival.
Q. What is your future ambi-
tion after becoming the Face of 
the Year for The Great Indian 
Beatbox Festival?
A. My future ambitions are 
not limited to myself but 

they reach out to the whole 
beatboxing community out 
there. For myself, I aim to 
create more and more mu-
sic and perhaps go for cor-
porate beatboxing as well. 
And when it comes to the 
community of beatboxers, I 
want the world to notice and 
recognize the rising talent of 
beatboxers and work towards 
spreading the art of beatbox-
ing in the best way possible. 
The Great IBF proved to be a 
great help in working along 
the same lines, helping the 
Indian audience realize the 
true potential of beatboxing 
and giving them the identity 
they deserved. The festival 
proved to be the bridge be-
tween the Indian audience 
and beatboxers, where the 
beatboxers were seen and 
heard in their true colors of 
excellence. 

PersPectIve 

launch

IntervIew

The indissoluble 
strokes of Indian 
contemporary 
Artist Hemraj

Suyash Keshari unveils solo wildlife exhibition ‘A Wild Planet’

‘We aimed to portray the true potential of 
beatboxing to the Indian audience’

Contemporary artist Hemraj
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The Netherlands embassy is supporting the multi-city wall painting initiative to 
commemorate 75 years of cultural ties between India and the Netherlands.
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From Left: Wicher slagter, Meenakshi Lekhi, Minister of State for external Affairs and Culture of 
India, Laxmi Prithipalsingh and Dutch street artists, Roelof van Schierbeek

Audiences watching the unique beatbox music concert.

Wildlife presenter Suyash Keshari

 two-day of Great Indian beatbox Festival

Art exhibition of artist Hemraj.
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BritneY spears’s  
ex-husBand working on 
Book on fatherhood

On pOlitics and pOlicy
Union Minister and Rajya Sabha 
Member Bhupendra Yadav came 
out with his bestselling book ‘The 
Rise of the BJP(Penguin India)’ 
early this year with economist 
Ila Pattnaik. Seeing a huge inter-
est the book was quickly brought 
out in Hindi as well titled Bhajpa 
ka Abhyuday. His next book will 
be out in January, an interesting 
chapter from the history of RSS 
and the current style of leader-
ship and a little later in the year 
would be out on another book on 
the economic policies under the 
government.

Union Minister Bhupender Ya-
dav is a senior Bharatiya Janata 
Party leader and member of Par-
liament representing the state of 
Rajasthan since 2012. Currently 
serving as the Union Minister 
of Labour and Employment and 
Minister of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Bhupender 
Yadav is also the co-author of 
the book Supreme Court on For-
est Conservation and regularly 
expresses his views on issues of 
importance in newspapers and 
on news websites.

On histOry and gOing 
back tO rOOts 
South African author of In-
dian origin, Aman Singh Ma-
haraj makes a brilliant literary 
debut A Dalliance with Desti-
ny (Austin Macauley) that takes 
us on a mystical journey to In-
dia with an unconventional best 
friend. The book was released 
here in India early July this year 
after a fantastic response in 
South Africa and has received 
rave reviews from leading In-
dian publications. A storyteller 
and a columnist living in Durban, 
Aman takes a refreshing journey 
to rediscover oneself through his 
roots and history in A Dalliance 
with Destiny. Aman also writes 
articles in the newspapers in SA 
and the UK, on subjects of na-
tional and political interest for 
the Indian diaspora and has now 
also forayed into the culture. He 

is in India in January.
  On Gender Diversity and 

women (especially from the 
North East and Eastern part of 
the country)
Mohua Chinappa is a fiery speak-
er, one of the top podcasters in 
the country and an author. Chi-
nappa’s The MOHUA Show, is 
one of the leading shows in India 
that is fearless, honest and bril-
liant storytelling. Her book that 
came out early this year Nautanki 
Saala And Other Stories (Cursive, 
Oak Publishers) has received tre-
mendous response for shaking 
your belief systems and being a 
powerful collection that lays bare 
the lives that form a testament to 
the cultural-economic shift in the 
last few decades and attempts to 
strengthen the feminist who hesi-
tates in confiding. The other side 
of Mohua as a podcaster hosts 
The MOHUA Show, which start-
ed in 2020 with amplifying the 
voices of rising stars who were 
facilitating economic and social 
change in their respective envi-
ronments. Since then the show 
has over a million cumulative 
viewership and hosted some of 
the most interesting Indian and 
international personalities. Mo-
hua regularly writes for the Tele-
graph, News18, Daily Guardian, 
Firstpost and others.

On business ethics 
and entrepreneurial 
successes
A fascinating story of a village 
boy who, in order to support a 

large family, started working as 
a diamond cutter and today is 
one of the leading diamond mer-
chants in the country Govind 
Dholakia’s biography Diamonds 
are Forever, So are Morals (Pen-
guin India) is an insightful jour-
ney into the world of diamonds 
and how moral ethics in business 
have led him to build and lead a 
multi-billion empire. Business 
World, Asian Age, The Tribune, 
The Week, Deccan Chronicle, 
Economic Times and others 
have given rave reviews to the 
book that has a brilliant foreword 
by Lord Bhikhu Parekh and en-
dorsements from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Dr. Mansukh 
Mandaviya, and others. Dholakia 
is a regular at the IIMs and AIMA 
for lectures on the subject of Indic 
values for Indie business success.
For sessions on Mindfulness, 
Spirituality and Yoga.

Vasudev Murthy is an author 
of several books. Vasudev has 
been published by Bloomsbury, 
HarperCollins, Poisoned Pen 
Press, Sage, LiFi, Editora Ves-
togio (Portuguese translation) 
and Kokusho Kankakei (Japa-
nese translation). His book Yoga 
Sutras Simplified (Jaico) is just 
out and is getting brilliant re-
sponse for its intense research 
and depth. Vasudev is a trainer 
in technology and a musician.

On Militia fictiOn, 
screenwriting and 
hOrrOr
Richa Lakhera  whose latest 
book, Contamination (Om Books) 
is just out, is an award-winning 
TV journalist and author of six 
novels. Her diverse experience 
in storytelling and communica-
tions has taken shape on various 
platforms. Her novels encom-

pass myriad cultural sub-sets in 
multiple genres, including crime 
thrillers, revenge dramas, super-
natural adventures, and young 
adult coming-of-age stories. Four 
of her English novels, Item Girl, 
Garbage Beat, Hungry Gods, and 
the latest one Contamination have 
been adapted into Hindi and 
several titles have been picked 
up for film adaptation and OTT. 
Richa is the recipient of the Ex-
cellence in Entertainment Jour-
nalism Award 2016 from the 
Indian Council for UN Relations 
(ICUNR) and the recipient of the 
1000 Women of Excellence in 
Asia, Womennovator Awards 
2021.
 
On Military histOry 
and filMMaking
Shiv Kunal Verma, a well-known 
historian, filmmaker, and author 
who has closely experienced war 

and life that included protecting a 
beleaguered family from a mur-
derous mob during the anti-Sikh 
riots in 1984 with a Beretta 9mm, 
filming on the Siachen Glacier, 
surviving an ambush by Nagas 
in the north-eastern jungles, 
interviewing armed Kashmiri 
militants, and much more is 
just out with an action-packed 
book called Life of an Industani: 
Six Degrees of Separation (Blu-
One Ink).
 Verma has worked briefly with 
India Today, the Associated 
Press and with Sanctuary Films 
before he teamed up with his as-
sociate Dipti Bhalla and formed 
KaleidoIndia, under which ban-
ner some classic films like Salt of 
the Earth and the Standard Bear-
ers were shot and produced. In 
1999 he filmed the Kargil War 
and in the last decade and a half, 
has authored some exceptional 
books that include the North-
east Trilogy, 1962: The War That 
Wasn’t  and  1965: A Western 
Sunrise. He is now working on 
the seminal Value Education 
Program for schools that aims 
at bringing India to Indians es-
pecially at the school and college 
levels.
 
On indic histOry and 
culture
Aravindan Neelakandan, A re-
nowned thinker, writer, and 
co-author of the hugely suc-
cessful bestseller  Breaking 
India, just out with his latest 
book Hindutva: Origin, Evolu-

tion, and Future. He has worked 
for more than a decade with the 
Natural Resources Develop-
ment Project of Vivekananda 
Kendra (VK-NARDEP). He has 
authored books on sustain-
able agricultural technologies 
and traditional knowledge sys-
tems in Tamizh. He has co-au-
thored Breaking India with Rajiv 
Malhotra. Neelakandan is a con-
sulting editor with the Swarajya 
Magazine.

On western influence
An extensively researched 
book that brings in a fresh per-
spective to how Indian civiliza-
tion was impacted by the forces 
of the West. The Crash of a Civili-
zation by Kanchan Banerjee criti-
cally views how the profound 
and long term influence of for-
eign ideologies and forces such 
as Christian, Islamic, and later 
colonists, western and Marxists 
have impacted India, her soci-
ety, and people. Banerjee gives 
a great insight into the crash of 
one of the world’s oldest civiliza-
tions and brings the historical view 
that explains both, why Indic civi-
lization has been denigrated his-
torically and why it is rising again 
today at the forefront of a new 
global spiritual civilization with a 
cosmic vision. The Crash of a Civi-
lization is recently out and has 
received tremendous early praise 
from Pradma Bhushan Prof Ved P 
Nanda, Prof. Saradindu Mukher-
ji and Central Excise Commis-
sioner Uday Mahurkar.

Britney Spears’s ex-husband 
Kevin Federline is writing 
a book on his experience of 
fatherhood -- and the pop 
star’s estranged dad has ap-
parently agreed to help! 

According to a Page Six 
report quoting journalist 
Daphne Barak, the two are 
writing a book together. 
As per the Page Six report, 
Barak interviewed both Fed-
erline and Jamie recently, and 
she shared with the Mail on 
Sunday that the two men 
“are now speaking to each 
other once again” following 
a rough patch in their rela-
tionship.

Page Six reports that Feder-
line sought a restraining or-
der against Jamie in Septem-
ber 2019 after learning that 
the patriarch of the Spears 
family reportedly mistreat-
ed his grandson Sean Pres-
ton, who the former backup 
dancer shares with Britney.  
Although Jamie was not hit 
with criminal charges for 
the incident, a protective 

order barred him from visit-
ing Preston, 17, and Jayden 
James, 16, both the sons of 
the former couple, for three 
years.  Page Six quoted Jamie 
from the interview that he 
did with Barak recently and 
said, “I miss my two boys re-
ally, really bad. I do...We were 
very, very close. ... It’s been a 
tough three years without 
them.” 

He even called his family 
a “mess”, adding, “All I can 
say is that most people don’t 
have a clue what the truth is.”  
For the Spears family, the last 
few years have been anything 
from calm. Britney accused 
her father of abuse before a 
Los Angeles judge ended the 
singer’s conservatorship in 
November 2021. 

In the interview, Jamie has 
denied guilt, telling Barak 
that he “doesn’t know wheth-
er (Britney) would be alive” 
if he hadn’t taken charge of 
her personal, financial, and 
medical issues in February 
2008, during the Grammy 
Award winner’s widely re-
ported personal troubles. 
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Lot many South Asian writers have 
written about the South Asian dia-
sporic migration stories and have 
covered varied theme, including, 
but not limited to alienation, racial 
clashes, hybridity, third space, am-
bivalence, displacement etc. ‘Wake 
Up Ali…Wake Up Now: A South 
Asian Disporic Story by a Nepali au-
thor Sumit Sharma Sameer (trans. 
From Nepali into English by Sush-
rut Acharya) and published by Vi-
tasta Publishing in 2022 is another 
addition in the list. 

However, ‘Wake Up Ali…Wake 
Up Now’ is different in many ways. 
The greatest strength of the book is 
its readability. One cannot drop the 
short and succinctly narrated story 
of migrants unless one finishes it. 
And, to surprise such a small work 
of fiction has dealt with various is-
sues in depth. It’s a very simple and 
well narrated story that each South 
Asian migrants can relate to, but yet 
philosophically grounded.  

‘Wake Up Ali…Wake Up Now’ has 
been translated from original Ne-
pali work ‘Prabas’, meaning migra-
tion in Nepali. But, the story is not 
merely about the external migration 
of a protagonist, Ali who migrates 
from Lahore to Canada and towards 
the end of the novel returns back to 
his country. Ali is a split personal-
ity who is introspective in nature 
and engages in self-reflection, like 
most of the other human beings do. 
‘Wake up Ali…Wake Up Now’ is a 

voice that constantly echoes from 
wtihin throughout Ali’s life sking 
him to wake up to his real ‘identity’. 
In a globalized world, this is a search 
of identity of ‘alienated’ man that is 
constantly in conflict with its ma-
terial existence. Hence, at the end 
of the novel when the protagonist 
Ali claims that his migration has 
ended, it does not merely mean that 
he is happily settled in Lahore, but 
in reality, it means that he is happily 
settled within. He had enough of the 
world.

The novel has five chapters- 
Search, Experience, Love, Separa-
tion and Emergence and a handful 
of characters. Ali is a middle-aged 
Pakistani engineer from a lower-
middle class background, the Pro-
tagonist, and the Narrator of ‘Wake 
Up Ali…Wake Up Now’ who reflects 
on his life through his experience 
as a migrant worker in Canada. He 
narrates how he came to leave Paki-
stan seeking economic opportuni-
ties in Canada.

Zara, is another important char-
acter in the novel who is Ali’s wife 
younger by about a decade. Ali and 
Zara live a strained life, brought 
forth by the complexities of day to 
day life. To mend the fences between 
husband and wife, Ali is compelled 
to travel to Canada for better earn-
ing where he meets his childhood 
friend Aahil, Riya and William who 
is born and brought up in Canada. 

‘Modern’ men and Women as dis-
played by main characters of this 
novel are multi-layered individuals 

who have masked themselves in a 
certain way. They operate in society 
as expected by society, but privately 
they act with their impulses. And, 
hence most of the ‘modern’ men and 
women of free world have multi-lay-
ered stories. This is aptly captured 
when Ali converses with Riya, he 
says, “Look, Riya, everyone in this 
world leads a double life. I do and 
so do you. We all do. One life oper-
ates physically, the other spiritually. 
One runs according to your brain, 
the other according to your wis-
dom. One runs according to your 
mind, the other according to your 
conscience. Whether we articulate 
that for ourselves or acknowledge it 
in front of others is a different mat-
ter (76).”

The novel also speaks on the 
theme of alinetation and narrates 

how modern individuals are living 
in the illusion of ‘freedom’ in the free 
world, but in fact they are forced to 
choose only options that are avail-
able and not invent the new options 
for them. Writer Sameer expresss 
his world view through protagonist 
in the following lines- “Like a caged 
parrot, humans are able to fly but 
within the confines of the cage. In 
the end the parrot slowly but surely 
is diminshed (16). 

And, he further reacts, “Isn’t civi-
lization today similarly cramped 
and bogged down? Humanity is 
looking for freedom- from those 
present-day ideas that in the name 
of liberty have robbed humanity of 
its dreams. Yet civilization today is 
so helpless and paralyzed that it 
cannot counteract the norms it has 
created itself. For want of knoledge 
and conscience. This conscience 
will now be borne by a new age. 
And in the throes of that birth, 
the age will ask for another sacri-
fice. Of the common man. Of his 
dreams. The earth will be bathed 
in blood. After a century, this pro-
cess will be repeated. It is an unin-
terrupted process- man’s life, the 
life of a civilization, revolutions, 
change, corpses, blood, sacrifice- 
continuous, uninterrupted. The 
earth is an abattoir; man is a holy 
offering prepared for sacrifice. Ev-
erywhere death performs its terri-
fying dance (16).”

The novel has represented a time 
frame. The story begins through 
1960s of Lahore travelling through 

the 2020s in the first world coun-
tries and settles in Pakistan again. 
However, it could be summed up as 
a story that represents the history of 
300 years of modernity as towards 
the end the protagonist asks im-
portant question- is this all what a 
human life is all about? Ali stresses 
that this is not merely his question, 
but the question of an ‘age’ because 
he is a ‘modern’ man who is repre-
sentative of modern time. 

A key message of this novel that 
the death of ‘modern men’ is inevi-
table is finally revealed at the end. 
There was a time when men used to 
influence future with their action, 
thoughts and emotions and men 
were alive. Now we have entered 
an age when ‘modern men’s’ ac-
tion, thoughts and emotions are hi-
jacked by AI, biotech and informa-
tion technology. Can this hijacked 
man influence larger historical and 
cosmic design? Aren’t they merely 
spectators of the time dancing with 
the tune of life that we call time? Or 
can we altar the path of future? 

‘Wake Up Ali…Wake Up Now’ is 
a very simple story of a common 
man that has elements of love, ro-
mance, deceit, introspection, alien-
ation, the breakdown of instituion 
of marriage, friendhsip, and yet 
reflective, grounded, powerful and 
moving. A Nepali writer has picked 
up a setting (Pakistan) that is new 
to him, but without delving into the 
cultural intracies has touched upon 
the theme that’s relevant to all the 
South Asian countries. 

Book review
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Wake Up Ali…Wake Up Now
The novel speaks on the theme of alinetation and narrates how modern individuals 
are living in the illusion of ‘freedom’ in the free world, but in fact they are forced to 
choose only options that are available and not invent the new options for them.
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After a successful na-
tionwide tour, the 
prestigious trophy 

for the FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023 Bhu-
baneswar-Rourkela made 
its way back to Odisha on 
Sunday. The magnificent 
trophy tour kicked off on 5 
December with Chief Min-
ister of Odisha Naveen Pat-
naik presenting the trophy to 
Hockey India President Dilip 
Tirkey in Bhubaneswar. The 
trophy travelled across 13 
states and one Union terri-
tory, including the national 
capital, New Delhi, over the 
last three weeks. 

The trophy traversed 
through West Bengal, Mani-
pur, Assam, Jharkhand, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Punjab, Hary-
ana, New Delhi, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tam-
il Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, 
and Chhattisgarh, before 
returning to Bhubaneswar 
on 25 December. The trophy 
was received by the Minister 

of Sports and Youth Affairs, 
Odisha, Tusharkanti Behe-
ra, Hockey India President 
Dilip Tirkey, and Mayor of 
Bhubaneswar Sulochana 
Das in the city. Throughout 
the national tour, the fans 
gathered in large numbers 
to witness the unveiling of 
the trophy at each venue. 
And gracing the august oc-
casions were Indian hockey 
legends and respective state 
ministers. In the capital, 

Hon’ble Union Minister of 
Sports, Youth Affairs, and 
Minister of Information 
and Broadcasting Anurag 
Thakur graced the occasion 
and wished the Indian Men’s 
Hockey Team the very best 
for the FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023 
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela. 
The trophy will now go on 
a state-wide tour of Odisha 
over the next three weeks 
and will travel around 30 

districts. 
Addressing the Trophy 

Tour, Honourable Chief 
Minister of Odisha, Naveen 
Patnaik, said, “We congrat-
ulate Hockey India for their 
tremendous efforts in organ-
ising the nationwide trophy 
tour on such a large scale. It 
was a delight to witness such 
massive support shown by 
the fans to our beloved sport 
all across the country. Hock-
ey has always been one of the 
most beloved sports among 
the people of Odisha, and it is 
our great pleasure and hon-
our to offer the fans a chance 
to get a glimpse of the trophy, 
before the start of the tour-
nament. We are confident 
that the FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023 Bhu-
baneswar-Rourkela will be 
an unforgettable spectacle.” 

Dilip Tirkey, Hockey In-
dia President, said, “We are 
delighted with the tremen-
dous response that we have 
received for the trophy tour. 
Across each state, we hon-
oured our legends of the 
sport who were thrilled to 

be a part of the campaign. 
We express our deepest 
gratitude to them for their 
participation. We also want 
to thank the state ministers 
and officials without whose 
support the trophy tour 
would not have been pos-
sible. Now, we are excited 
to embark upon the final leg 
of the tour across Odisha 
to give the fans in the state 
a chance to get a glimpse of 
the coveted trophy before the 
start of the tournament.” 

The FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023 
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela 
will begin from 13th January 
2023. Hosts India, who are 
placed in Pool D, along with 
Spain, England, and Wales, 
opening their campaign 
against Spain on January 
13 as well. Australia, Bel-
gium, Netherlands, India, 
Argentina, Germany, New 
Zealand, England, France, 
Korea, Malaysia, Spain, 
South Africa, Japan, Chile, 
and Wales are the 16 teams, 
who will be competing in 
the tournament. 

making its way back
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after nationwide tour Hockey wc 
2023 tropHy returns to odisHa

Hockey World Cup 2023 trophy being welcomed in Bhubaneswar 
by Hockey India President Dilip Tirkey.

Legendary Brazil footballer Pele

cardiac dysfunction

Pele’s family gathers at 
Albert Einstein Hospital 
to celebrate Christmas

Legendary Brazil footballer 
Pele’s family gathered at the 
Albert Einstein Hospital in 
Sao Paulo for Christmas. 
According to Sky Sports, 
doctors have said that Pele’s 
cancer has advanced, add-
ing that he needs care round 
the clock for renal and car-
diac dysfunction. 

His family said the football 
legend, who has been admit-
ted to the hospital since late 
November, will stay there 
over the Christmas week-
end. Pele has been receiving 
regular medical treatment 
ever since the removal of a 
tumour from his colon in 
September 2021. “Almost all 
of them. Merry Christmas. 
Gratitude, love, together-
ness, family. The essence of 
Christmas. We thank you 
all for all the love and light 
you send,” his daughter 
Kely Nascimento wrote on 
Instagram with a picture of 
their family in the hospital. 

Pele’s son Edinho, who 
played in goal for Santos in 

the 1990s, posted a picture 
of himself holding his fa-
ther’s hand to Instagram on 
Saturday, with the caption 
“Father... my strength is 
yours.” Pele is widely con-
sidered one of the greatest 
to ever set foot on a football 
pitch. 

Pele made his FIFA World 
Cup debut back in 1958. The 
then 17-year-old played a big 

role in his side’s triumph in 
that tournament. Injuries 
affected Pele’s form in the 
1962 and 1966 World Cup fi-
nal, but he led Brazil to their 
third triumph in 1970. Offi-
cially, Pele scored 757 goals 
in 831 games spread across a 
glittering two-decade career 
from 1957-77. Though, his 
club Santos has claimed his 
tally to be closer to 1,000. 
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ipL 2023 pLayer auction

Invest the money in yourself: Raina 
and Uthappa’s tip to uncapped players

For a handful of uncapped 
Indian players, this IPL 
2023 Player Auction was 
nothing less than a theatre 
of dreams. The climb up to 
the springboard that IPL 
began this Friday for Jam-
mu & Kashmir all-rounder 
Vivrant Sharma and Ben-
gal pacer Mukesh Kumar. 
For some, like Mayank 
Dagar, Shivam Mavi and KS 
Bharat, it is a second com-
ing, this time with more ex-
pectations. 

Gujarat Titans rewarded 
Mavi’s IPL and domestic 
experience as he raked in 
INR 6 crores to become the 
most expensive uncapped 
Indian player on Friday. 
Kumar’s consistency with 
India ‘A’ and the call-up for 
India’s ODI team against 
South Africa this Septem-
ber was well-noted by Del-
hi Capitals as they snapped 
him for INR 5.5 crore. “It is 
so good to see players com-
ing from a small town and 
making it big in the Indian 

Premier League. That’s 
what the Indian Premier 
League is meant to do for 
Indians,” said JioCinema 
expert Suresh Raina. Ku-
mar was born in Bihar’s 
Gopalganj, but fate had him 
come to Kolkata, where he 
rose through the ranks to 
reach this point. 

Sharma, hailing from 
Jammu & Kashmir, made 
his Ranji Trophy debut this 
season, and on Friday, he 
was picking himself up af-
ter a big loss to Gujarat. The 

price Sunrisers Hyderabad 
paid (INR 2.6 crore) could 
have been a consolation. 
The Hyderabad franchise 
knew what they were go-
ing into as Sharma was a 
nets bowler with them in 
the 2022 season. 

“This is a springboard for 
them to grow personally 
and professionally. These 
players can go on and play 
for India, buy houses for 
their families, and spend 
the money on looking after 
their bodies, so much so 

that the teams don’t think 
of starting without them 
and are retained not just for 
the coming season but for 
a long period,” explained 
Suresh Raina.  Among oth-
er notable uncapped names, 
Mayank Dagar (INR 1.8 
crores) and KS Bharat (INR 
1.2 crores) went to Sunris-
ers Hyderabad and Gujarat 
Titans, respectively. “They 
need to invest this money in 
themselves and keep getting 
better,” said Robin Uthappa 
on JioCinema. 
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IPL 2023 Player Auction recently held at Kochi.

second test

Boland retains place as Australia announce 
squad for Boxing Day Test against South Africa

Australia have announced 
their playing eleven for 
the boxing day test against 
South Africa which is sched-
uled to take place in Mel-
bourne on 26 December. 
Josh Hazlewood is scheduled 
to miss another Test as he 
recovers from a side strain. 
Scott Boland, the hero of last 
year’s Ashes, has retained his 
place in the eleven, with the 
local star expecting to contin-
ue his outstanding form. Aus-
tralia captain Pat Cummins 
explained the decision to se-
lect Boland over experienced 
campaigner Josh Hazlewood 
in a press conference. 

“We gave Joshy (Hazle-
wood) every chance, (but) it 
just got to a stage where (he) 
more than anyone else felt 
like he was a little bit under-
done. It’s a mark of the man 
really, he himself said ‘don’t 
feel quite right’ so he kind of 

pulled himself out of selec-
tion. We talk a lot about how 
(as) a team we need a squad 
mentality and I think it’s an-
other great example,” said 
Cummins as quoted by ICC. 

There are no changes to 
Australia’s batting lineup as 
David Warner prepares to 

play in his 100th Test for the 
country. He will be joined at 
the top by fellow left-hander 
Usman Khawaja, who will 
be followed by Marnus La-
buschagne, Steve Smith, 
and Travis Head, who was 
named Player of the Match 
in the first Test.  With the 

fight for a berth in the World 
Test Championship Final 
heating up, Australia will 
attempt to strengthen their 
lead at the top, while Dean 
Elgar’s team looks to re-
bound after losing the first 
Test of the series. Australia 
maintained their unbeaten 
Test status at home this sum-
mer with a decisive six-wick-
et victory over South Africa 
in the first Test in Brisbane. 
The win saw Australia move 
further ahead at the top of 
the World Test Champion-
ship standings, while South 
Africa were overtaken by In-
dia to drop third as a result 
of the loss. 

Australia playing eleven 
for the second Test: David 
Warner, Usman Khawaja, 
Marnus Labuschagne, Steve 
Smith, Travis Head, Camer-
on Green, Alex Carey (wk), 
Pat Cummins (c), Mitchell 
Starc, Nathan Lyon and Scott 
Boland.
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penuLtimate day

kHeLo india youtH games (women’s): 
Haryana, up, punjab register wins on day-4
The penultimate day of 
Group Stage in the Qualifiers 
- Khelo India Youth Games 
2022 (Women’s Under 18) 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha ended 
with Hockey Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh Hockey and Hockey 
Punjab picking up crucial 
wins.

The first match in Pool A 
saw Hockey Haryana beat 
Hockey Maharashtra 7-2. 
Pinki (14’, 15’, 31’, 45’) starred 
for Hockey Haryana, scor-
ing four goals in the match. 
Manisha (30’), Bhateri (41’), 
and Gurmail Kaur (46’) 
also scored a goal each to 
help their team extend their 
lead and win the match. For 
Hockey Maharashtra, Ut-
karsha Nana Kale (4’) and 
Sanika Mane (24’) scored 
the two goals. The second 
Pool A encounter of the day 
between Hockey Madhya 
Pradesh and Hockey Asso-
ciation of Odisha ended in 
a 2-2 draw. While Puja Sa-
hoo (10’, 49’) scored a brace 
for Hockey Association of 
Odisha, Soniya Kumre (2’) 

and Bhumiksha Sahu (48’) 
scored the goals for Hockey 
Madhya Pradesh in the 
match. 

The final Pool A match of 
the day between Hockey 
Mizoram and Hockey Kar-
nataka also ended in a 2-2 
draw. Hockey Mizoram’s 
Vanlalhriatpuii (13’, 44’) 
scored a brace to hand her 
team the advantage but 
Gedela Gayatri (53’) and 
Dechamma Ganapathi (57’) 
scored two late goals for 
Hockey Karnataka to recuse 
a point from the game.  The 

first Pool B game of the day 
saw Uttar Pradesh Hockey 
take on Manipur Hockey. 
Ruchika Upadhyay (5’), 
Vandana Patel (17’), Peet-
ambari Kumari (33’), and 
Sakshi Shukla (56’) scored a 
goal each for Uttar Pradesh 
Hockey to help their team 
pick up a 4-1 win. Keisam 
Devi (39’) converted a pen-
alty stroke to score the sole 
goal for Manipur Hockey in 
the match. 

The second Pool B match 
of the day saw Hockey Pun-
jab beat Hockey Bihar after 

a thrilling contest. Sukhveer 
Kaur (3’, 41’, 53’, 60’) starred 
in the match for Hockey 
Punjab scoring four goals 
while Jaisikdeep Kaur (24’, 
49’, 51’) also scored a hat-
trick. Daljeet Kaur (6’, 10’) 
and Namneet Kaur (28’, 38’) 
also contributed by scoring 
a brace each while Gurjeet 
Kaur (44’) scored a goal as 
Hockey Punjab won the 
match 12-0. The Pool B clash 
between Hockey Chandi-
garh and Hockey Jharkhand 
was forfeited in the favour of 
Hockey Jharkhand. 
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Players in action during Day-4 of Khelo India Youth Games 2022 Women’s Under-18

davis cup 2023

roHan bopanna in squad for 
group 1 pLayoff against denmark
Indian tennis veteran Rohan 
Bopanna is in the national 
squad for the upcoming Da-
vis Cup 2023 World Group 1 
playoffs tie against Denmark, 
from 3 to 4 February at Royal 
Stage Stadium in Denmark’s 
Hillerod. The All India Ten-
nis Association (AITA) made 
the announcement on Sat-
urday. Mukund Sasikumar, 
Prajnesh Gunneswaran, 
Ramkumar Ramanathan 
and Yuki Bhambri are also 
the part of the team. 

Former Indian number 1 
Sumit Nagal is the reserve 
player, while former player 
Rohit Rajpal will continue 
as the non-playing captain. 
Rajpal, who represented the 
country in the prestigious 
tournament in the previous 
years, has been the non-
playing skipper since 2019 

Davis Cup tie against Paki-
stan. Zeeshan Ali will be the 
team’s coach. 

A Davis Cup tie has a to-
tal of five matches -- four 
singles and doubles. Ro-

han, a doubles specialist, is 
a certainty in this category. 
However, a call remains to 
be taken on his partner. Mu-
kund, who is at No. 340 as 
per the latest ATP Singles 

rankings, is the top-ranked 
India player, followed by 
Prajnesh Gunneswaran at 
No. 348. Ramkumar Ra-
manathan is ranked 433th 
while Yuki Bhambri is at the 
551th position. Sumit Nagal 
is at the 502nd place. 

India has a 2-1 head-to-
head record against Den-
mark at the Davis Cup. In-
dia lost its first-ever meeting 
with Denmark way back in 
1927, but turned the tables 
on the latter, winning 3-2. 
Last year, the two teams 
met for the third time, with 
India progressing to Group 
1 after registering a clean-
sweep, winning all four 
matches. 

In Group 1, however, In-
dia lost to Norway. Emerg-
ing Danish tennis superstar 
Holger Rune (19) is current-
ly ranked No. 11 in singles 
and will be the player to 
watch out for against India.
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Indian tennis veteran Rohan Bopanna 

Scott Boland



HEAPING PRAISES

Bangladesh captain Sha-
kin Al Hasan stated that he 
was proud of the team for 
putting up a brilliant fight 
against India in the sec-
ond test where the hosts 
missed out on a win by 
three wickets. India were 
in a huge spot of bother at 
74/7 in the first session of 
the fourth day with the last 
recognized batting pair of 
Shreyas Iyer and Ravichan-
dran Ashwin on the crease. 
However, the Indian team 
pulled off the chase with 
three wickets to spare and 
clinched the series 2-0. “We 
had 70-odd runs to play 
with, just needed one wick-
et. We can think of several 

ifs and buts, but I’m proud 
of the way we fought,” stat-
ed Shakib after the match. 

He appreciated his team-
mates and heaped praises 
on them for their contribu-

tion in the nailbiting en-
counter, rating the match 
as exciting and exactly 
what the audience crave 
for. “Everyone contribut-
ed. We always knew that 

we had a chance in Mirpur. 
Very good Test cricket, 
that’s what the crowds 
love to see. Both teams 
were really good,” said the 
captain. The left-hander 
applauded the match-
winning partnership of 
Ravichandran Ashwin and 
Shreyas Iyer and hoped 
for a much better year for  
the Bangladesh team. 

“Credit goes to Shreyas 
and Ashwin, they ab-
sorbed the  pressure  
well and built a partner-
ship. That (all-around 
skills) is my job, unfor-
tunately, couldn’t bowl 
much last game. We had 
our moments this year but 
hopefully, next year will be 
much better for Bangla-
desh,” concluded Shakib. 

SHAKIB AL HASAN PROUD OF TEAM’S ‘BRILLIANT’ 
FIGHT IN SECOND TEST AGAINST INDIA

India defeated Bangla-
desh by three wickets in 
a thrilling contest in the 

second test to seal the series 
2-0 here at the Shere Bangla 
National Stadium, Dhaka.

Ravichandran Ashwin 
(42*) and Shreyas Iyer (29*) 
stitched an unbeaten 71-run 
partnership on the fourth 
day to help India win the 
final test of the two-match 
test series against Bangla-
desh. Mehidy Hasan Miraz 
bowled superbly to take a 
five-wicket haul but was 
unable to win the test for 
the hosts. The test series 
victory was the 16th win in 
a row in Asia for the men 
in blue. India resumed 
their inning at 45/4, with 
Axar Patel on 26(54) and 
Jaydev Unadkat on 3(8). 
The duo played an event-
ful first over of the fourth 
day as Unadkat survived a 
close leg-before wicket call 
on the day’s third ball and 
smoked a massive six on the 
next ball. 

However, the pacer could 
add only nine runs to his 
tally before being dismissed 
for 13 by Bangladesh cap-
tain Shakib Al Hasan. The 
pacer was found right in 
front of the stumps in the 
second over of the day, re-
ducing India to 56/5.

India’s hopes to win the 
match rested on Rishabh 
Pant who had played a 
brilliant knock of 93 runs in 

the first inning. But the left-
hander perished to Mehidy 
Hasan Miraz for just 9 runs. 

Axar Patel who had been 
batting superbly walked 
to the pavilion to become 
Mehidy’s fifth wicket in the 
inning. The left-hander was 
dismissed for 34 runs.

The hosts were all over 
India and it looked like the 
visitors would collapse to 
give them the victory. In-
dia were in a spot of bother 
with the score reading 74/7 
when Ravichandran Ash-
win walked into bat with 
Iyer to accompany him on 

the crease. 
Iyer, who has been in a 

rich vein of form this year, 
continued his run as he 
looked confident against 
the Bangladeshi bowlers. 
The duo batted the hosts 
out of the game as they 
stitched an unbeaten 71-run 
partnership for the eighth 
wicket. Bangladesh looked 
helpless against the pair 
as they managed to find 
boundaries and scored at a 
quick rate. Ashwin did of-
fer a chance to Bangladesh 
when a catch popped up at 
short fine-leg but the rub of 

the green was with the off-
spinner as the catch was 
dropped. 

The spinner smashed a 
six and two boundaries off 
Mehidy to take 16 runs off 
the 47th over and sealed 
the game and the series for 
India. Earlier, Bangladesh 
bowlers struck early in the 
innings to dismiss India’s 
top order leaving visitors 
reeling at 45/4 and needing 
100 more runs to win at the 
time of stumps of Day three 
of the second Test. 

Ravichandran Ashwin 
was declared the player of 

the match for his match-
winning knock in the sec-
ond inning. Cheteshwar 
Pujara was chosen as the 
player of the series for scor-
ing 192 runs in the two tests 
which included a century 
and a half-century. 

Brief Scores: Brief Scores: 
Bangladesh 227/10 and 
231/10 (Litton Das 73, Zakir 
Hasan 51; Axar Patel 3-68) 
vs India 314/10 and 145/7 
(Rishabh Pant 93, Shreyas 
Iyer 87; Taijul Islam 4-74) 
(Ravichandran Ashwin 
42*, Axar Patel 34; Mehidy 
Hasan Miraz 5-63). 

ASHWIN-IYER UNBEATEN STAND HELP 
INDIA PULL A THREE-WICKET WIN

 India’s Ravichandran Ashwin and Shreyas Iyer celebrate the team’s win during Day 4 of the 2nd Test match between Bangladesh and India, 
at Shere Bangla National Stadium, in Dhaka on Sunday. India defeated Bangladesh by 3 wickets to seal the series 2-0.

SECOND TEST THRILLING WIN
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There was a lot of tension in 
dressing room: KL Rahul

Stand-in captain KL Ra-
hul stated that the atmo-
sphere in the dressing 
room was tense during In-
dia’s run chase in the sec-
ond inning of the final test  
against Bangladesh. 

India were in a spot of 
bother at 74/7 in the first 
session of the fourth day 
with the last recognized 
batting pair of Shreyas Iyer 
and Ravichandran Ashwin 
on the crease. However, the 
Indian team pulled off the 
chase with three wickets to 
spare and clinched the se-
ries 2-0. “You trust the guys 
in the middle (during such 
situations). We’ve played 

enough cricket to realise 
that someone will put their 
hand up to win us the game. 
But I’m not going to lie, there 
was a lot of tension in the 
dressing room,” mentioned 
KL Rahul. 

The right-hander high-
lighted that the wicket used 
for the second test was dif-
ficult to bat on and the bril-
liant bowling of the hosts put 
India under pressure. He also 
stated that the deciding factor 
of the match was which team 
played the new ball better. 

“It was a tough wicket to 
bat on, they put us under 
pressure in both innings. It 
was a new-ball surface to 
some extent, once the ball got 
softer, it was easier to score 

runs. It was a matter of who 
plays the new ball better,”  
mentioned Rahul. 

He applauded the com-
mendable efforts of the bowl-
ers who bowled out the hosts 
under the 250-run mark in 
both innings. The batter also 
mentioned that the team did 
lose more wickets than they 
would have preferred but 
was happy with the win. 

“We did lose a few more 
wickets than ideal (in the 
chase) but we got the job 
done. Will take the win. That 
(bowling attack) has been the 
case for the last many years 
now. Wherever we’ve gone 
overseas in recent years, we 
have done the job,” concluded 
the 30-year-old. 
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Bangladesh captain Shakin Al Hasan 

MAKING COMEBACK
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SANGEETA PHOGAT, SARITA MOR WIN GOLD AT NATIONAL 
WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIP

Sarita Mor (59 kg) and 
Sangeeta Phogat (62 kg) 
retained their respective 
championships on the last 
day of the National Wres-
tling Championships 2022, 
which lasted three days 
and took place at the Rajiv 
Gandhi Indoor Stadium in 
New Delhi. 

While Sangeeta Phogat, 
the wife of Tokyo Olym-
pic medalist Bajrang Pu-
nia, triumphed against 
Delhi wrestler Sumitra 
in her gold medal con-
test, Sarita Mor, a bronze 
medalist from the world 
championships, upset 
Simran in the women’s 
freestyle 59kg final. San-
geeta Phogat made her 
comeback to the ring after 

a six-month absence at the 
event in the Indian capital. 
The youngest of the well-
known Phogat sisters had 
to miss the game because 
of an ACL tear as per the  
Olympic website. 

Aman Sehrawat, the 
global U-23 champion, de-
feated Haryana’s Udit to 
win the men’s 57 kg title on 
Wednesday, the first day of 
the competition. Sahil from 
Punjab defeated Satyawart 
Kadian, who had won 
medals at the Asian and 
Commonwealth Games, to 
win the men’s 97kg compe-
tition. A bronze medalist 
at the U-20 global cham-
pionships, Sagar Jaglan, 
18, won the 74 kg final 
against the more seasoned 
Narsingh Yadav to win 
his first gold medal at the  
senior nationals. 

Gyanender, the 2019 
Asian bronze medalist, de-
feated Vikram to maintain 
his 60kg championship in 
the Greco-Roman compe-
titions. Gold medals were 
also won by Ankit Gulia 
(72 kg), Naveen (130 kg), 
Sajan Bhanwala (77 kg), 
and Rohit Dahiya (82 kg). 

Due to a variety of factors, 
prominent wrestlers like 
Bajrang Punia, Ravi Ku-
mar Dahiya, Vinesh Pho-
gat, Sakshi Malik, Deepak 
Punia, Antim Panghal, 
and others were unable to 
attend the meet. The Wres-
tling Federation of India 
(WFI) will choose wres-
tlers for the national camp 
in the run-up to the Asian 
championships in March 
2022 using the results from 
the National Wrestling 
 Championships 2022. Sangeeta Phogat with Bajrang Punia.

SERIES WIN
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India ’s  star  batter 
Cheteshwar Pujara 
credited his  t ime 
spent playing first-
class cricket for his suc-
cess in the two-match test 
series against Bangladesh. 
The middle-order batter 
scored 192 runs in the se-
ries, including a century 
and a fifty. He was declared 
the player of the series for 
his contribution to India’s 
2-0 clean-sweep victory 
against the hosts. Pujara 
mentioned that he had 
been working intensively 
on his game while playing 
tons of first-class cricket. 
He also labelled the series 
a competitive one despite 
India winning it 2-0. 

“It’s been a great com-

petitive series. I have been 
working hard on my 

game. Played a lot 
of First- class 

cricket 
and then 
worked a 
lot on my 
game, that’s 
what helped 
me score these 
runs,” said Pu-
jara. Underlin-
ing the impor-
tance of breaks 
h e  s a i d 
that the 
gap be-
tween 
test 

matches allows players to 
have time for preparing. He 
also highlighted the impor-
tance of mental prepared-
ness before a game. 

“Sometimes, there is 
enough gap between Test 
matches, it helps you 
prepare. I think playing 

First-class cricket is re-
ally important for im-

proving. You need 
to be mentally 
prepared and I 

believe that 
if you are 
strong 
mental-
ly, and 
prepare 

well, you’ll be 
g o o d , ”  e x -
pressed the 
right-hander. 

Pujara credits first-class cricket 
for improvement in his game

They put us under real pressure: 
Ashwin lauds Bangladesh

India’s seasoned all-round-
er Ravichandran Ashwin 
applauded Bangladesh 
for playing a superb game 
and stated that the hosts 
put them under pressure 
during the run-chase on 
Sunday. 

“Pitches are quite good 
here. But I thought the 
ball got soft really quickly. 
Credit to Bangladesh, they 
put us under real pres-
sure at certain moments,” 
said Ashwin. India were 
in a huge spot of bother 
at 74/7 in the first session 
of the fourth day with the 
last recognized batting 
pair of Shreyas Iyer and 

Ravichandran Ashwin on 
the crease. However, the 

Indian team pulled off the 
chase with three wickets 

to spare and clinched the 
series 2-0. 

The all-rounder praised 
right-hander Shreyas Iyer 
for batting beautifully in 
the test and helping India 
win. He said that the India 
batters didn’t trust their 
defence.  “We didn’t have 
much batting left. It was 
one of those games where 
we let the game drift when-
ever we could have shut it 
off. Shreyas batted beau-
tifully. Sometimes these 
situations you feel like you 
have to get ahead of things, 
they bowled good lines 
and I felt that we didn’t 
trust our defences enough. 
Loved the way Shreyas 
b a t t e d , ”  m e n t i o n e d 
 the off-spinner. 

SPOT OF BOTHER 
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India’s Captain KL Rahul receives the trophy after the team’s win in the Test series between Bangladesh 
and India, at Shere Bangla National Stadium, in Dhaka on Sunday. 
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Ravichandran Ashwin in action during the Day 3.


