
fresh flashpoint border dispute

exclusive 

nasal vaccine 
at rs 800 for 
private,  
rs 325 for govt 
hospitals

‘not an inch’: KarnataKa 
cM boMMai ups the ante 

Maharashtra passes 
resolution, to fight in 
sc ‘in full strength’ 

china on Mind: india 
looKs to raMp up 
outreach to nepal pM 

The Centre on Tuesday 
approved the cost of Bharat 
Biotech’s nasal Covid-19 
vaccine iNCOVACC, which 
will be used as a booster 
dose for those above 18 
years, at Rs 800 for private 
hospitals and Rs 325 for the 
government ones. 
The vaccine iNCOVACC® 
will be rolled out in the 
fourth week of January. The 
Union Health Ministry said 
that those who have taken 
Covishield and Covaxin 
could take the nasal vaccine 
as a heterologous booster 
dose. 
The iNCOVACC has been ap-
proved by the Government of 
India and will be used as a 
heterologous booster dose 

In the backdrop of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly 
resolution Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai on 
Tuesday said that not an inch of land will be ceded to Ma-
harashtra. 

Bommai said Karnataka is confident of getting justice as the 
States have been organised on the basis of the States Reorganisa-
tion Act 1956. “Not an inch of Karnataka will be ceded to Maha-
rashtra at any cost. The Karnataka government is fully commit-
ted to protecting every bit of land. States have been organised 
on basis of the States Reorganisation Act 1956. Maharashtra 
politicians are doing such things as their case pending before 
Supreme Court is very weak,” CM Bommai told reporters here. 
 
Karnataka CM said the resolution of the Maharashtra As-
sembly did not have any value and they are doing

Maharashtra Legislative As-
sembly on Tuesday unani-
mously passed the resolu-
tion on the state’s dispute 
with Karnataka over border 
areas. Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde tabled the resolution 
which says that Maharash-
tra will fight the pending 
case in the Supreme Court 
with full strength for the 
inclusion of each and every 
inch of 865 villages includ-

ing Belgavi, Karwar, Nipani, 
Bidar Bhalki into the state. 

The resolution also con-
demned the Karnataka 
administration for its anti-
Marathi stand in the border 
area. 

According to the resolution 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment will stand behind the 
Marathi people in border 
areas and will go for a legal 
fight in the Supreme Court 
to ensure that these areas be-
come a part of Maharashtra.

With ‘pro-China’ Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ 
sworn in as the Prime Min-
ister of Nepal, Beijing is plan-
ning to give fresh impetus to 
its efforts aimed at ramping 
up strategic ties with Kath-
mandu. Wary of possible 
Chinese moves to grow in-
fluence in the Himalayan 
country under the new gov-
ernment led by Prachanda, 
India has its strategy ready 
to reach out to Nepal in a 
swift manner, sources told 
The Daily Guardian.

According to sources, 
China has decided to hold 
several meetings of its dip-
lomats and ministers with 
their Nepalese counterparts 
soon. With this in view, In-
dian officials and diplomats 
will soon start interactions 
with the Nepalese ministers 

and envoys close to PM Pra-
chanda.  “Foreign Secretary 
Vinay Mohan Kwatra is like-
ly to visit Kathmandu very 
soon,” a diplomat told TDG. 
India’s engagement with the 
new coalition government of 
Nepal under PM Prachanda 
will begin with Kwatra’s visit 
to the Himalayan nation. 
Foreign office consultations 
on both sides are already 
underway to finalise a date 
for the foreign secretary’s 
meetings in Kathmandu, 
sources said. The Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) 
is also planning to finalise 
a date for External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar’s 
visit to Kathmandu. “After 
Dahal took over as the new 
PM of Nepal, MEA officials 
are in action mode to facili-
tate India’s big outreach to 
Kathmandu, Jaishankar and 
Kwatra’s upcoming visit to

pandya to lead 
in t20is, rohit 
to captain  
in odis 
MUMBAI: The All 
India Senior Selec-
tion Committee on 
Tuesday announced 
India’s squads for the 
upcoming white-ball 
home series against 
Sri Lanka to be held 
in January 2023. The 
tour comprises three 
T20Is and as many 
ODIs. Jasprit Bumrah 
and Ravindra Jadeja 
are still not avail-
able for selection. Sri 
Lanka will be touring 
India from 3 Janu-
ary to 15 January for 
three T20Is and three 
ODIs. All-rounder 
Hardik Pandya will 
lead India’s T20I squad 
against Sri Lanka 
in the three-match 
series to be held in 
Mumbai. Suryakumar 
Yadav has been named 
vice-captain of the 
Indian T20I team. Rohit 
Sharma, Virat Kohli, KL 
Rahul are not part of 
India’s T20I squad. 

sitharaMan 
liKely to be  
discharged 
froM aiiMs 
today 
New DeLHI: Union 
Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, 
who was admitted 
to AIIMS with minor 
stomach infection, is 
likely to be discharged 
from the institute on 
wednesday, sources 
said. The minister 
was admitted to AIIMS 
Delhi yesterday with a 
minor stomach infec-
tion and is recovering. 

top of the day

P5

P5P5

P5

icici-videocon casenorth india shivers 

War of Words

boMbay hc refuses interiM 
relief to chanda Kochhar

Dense to very dense fog in 
next 24 hours: IMD outlook

Politics of competitive Hindutva: BJP 
calls Rahul Gandhi ‘hypocritical Hindu’

The Vacation Bench of Bom-
bay High Court on Tuesday 
refused any interim relief 
to former Managing Direc-
tor and CEO of ICICI Bank, 
Chanda Kochhar and her 
husband Deepak Kochhar in 
connection with their arrest 
in the ICICI Bank-Videocon 
loan fraud case. 

The bench asked the peti-
tioners to approach a regular 
bench when the court re-
opens after the Christamas-
New Year holidays. The 
couple approached the HC 
challenging their arrest by 
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) in the loan 
fraud case contesting the 
CBI’s claim of non-cooper-
ation. 

Dense to very dense fog 
conditions will prevail over 
northwest India during the 
next 24 hours and dense fog 
thereafter for subsequent 
three to four days, the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) predicted on Tuesday. 
Cold day conditions are 
likely to abate over north-

west India from tomor-
row. “Due to prevailing light 
wind and high moisture 
in lower tropospheric lev-
els, dense to very dense fog 
is very likely to continue 
over many parts of Hary-
ana, Chandigarh and Delhi, 
West Uttar Pradesh and in 
isolated pockets over north 
Rajasthan during the next 
24 hours. Its intensity and 
spread are likely to reduce 

thereafter,” the IMD said. 
Dense fog is very likely over 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam 
and Meghalaya and Naga-
land, Manipur, Mizoram 
and Tripura during the next 
three days, according to IMD. 
Meanwhile, cold day and se-
vere cold day is mainly over 
south Haryana and West UP. 
Day temperature improved 
over north Punjab,

BJP lashed at Congress leader 
Salman Khurshid on Tuesday for 
comparing Rahul Gandhi with Lord 
Rama. BJP National Spokesperson 
Gaurav Bhatia on Tuesday said that 

the Congress can do any kind of poli-
tics to get votes. 
“It is in the DNA of the Congress 
party. If they want votes, they can 
do any kind of politics and this is 
the reason behind Salman Khurshid 
comparing our adorable deity Lord 
Shri Ram with such a person (Rahul 

Gandhi) who is out on bail and the 
people of India will give him the an-
swer,” said Gaurav. 

Saying that it is complete syco-
phancy comparing a person who is 
out on bail on the charges of corrup-
tion with Lord Ram, the BJP spokes-
person said that this in itself shows 

that there is no dearth of sycophancy 
in the Congress party. 
“The victory of the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party’s ideology is clearly visible. 
This is the same Congress which 
used to say that Lord Ram is imagi-
nary,” he said. “It is very clear that
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prices capped 

The government of 
India has started 
randomly testing 

international passengers 
arriving at the airports 
for  Coronavirus from 
24 December onwards. 
“The total number of inter-
national flights screened in 
the last three days i.e. Dec 
24, Dec 25 and Dec 26 is 
498. The no of samples col-
lected for Covid19 testing is 
1,780. 

The cumulative number of 
samples collected is 3,994. 
The cumulative number of 
samples testing positive is 
39 and the cumulative num-
ber of samples sent for whole 
genome sequencing is 39,” 

sources told news agency. 
In light of the surge in Co-

vid-19 in some countries, 
hospitals across India con-
ducted a Mock drill Co-
vid-19. 

The purpose of the mock 
drill was to evaluate Cov-
id-19 preparedness in terms 
of resources, protocol and 
personnel. 

Union Health Minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya went 
to the Safdarjung Hospital 
to observe the Mock drill. 

“To make sure there isn’t 
a Covid surge in the coun-
try, PM Narendra Modi has 
asked us to be careful. The 
government is also prepar-
ing if the Covid cases in-
crease. Today mock drills 
are conducted across Co-
vid hospitals in the coun-

try to make sure people get 
proper treatment,” said the 
Union Health Minister at 
Safdarjung hospital. 

Earlier in the day, on the 
advice of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to remain 
cautious and prepared to 
deal with any eventuality 
related to Covid-19, mock 
drills are being conducted 
on Tuesday in various hos-
pitals across the country 
in view of rising Covid-19 
cases in some countries 
including China, Union 
Health Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya said. 

This comes after four in-
ternational travellers from 
Myanmar tested positive 
for the Coronavirus infec-
tion at the Delhi airport. 

As there have been re-

ports of a surge in Covid 
cases in some countries, 
the operational readiness 
of health facilities is being 
reviewed in all States and 
Union Territories in case of 
another wave. 

B.K. Mohapatra, Director 
of Health Services in Odis-
ha said, “Mock drill is being 
conducted today to see how 
prepared we are. We need 
to have full monitoring and 
keep all the logistics ready. 

There is  excess oxy-
gen in our state. If any 
shortcoming is  found 
(during the mock drill), 
it  will  be addressed.” 
Mock drills are conducted 
at (MCH) Hospital at Gan-
dhi Nagar in Jammu, and 
Gandhi Hospital in Hyder-
abad.

39 travellers test covid 
positive in last 3 days 

still under control

 Nationwide mock drills took place to see the level of preparedness  
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no other MarK, except 
strangulation: doctor 

After the cremation of Tun-
isha Sharma, a doctor from 
F&B Hospital gave details 
about the moment on De-
cember 24 when the late 
actor was brought to the 
hospital by her colleagues. 

Speaking to news agency, 
Surendra Pal, the doctor 
at the hospital, said Tuni-
sha was dead when they 
examined her. “Her body 
was brought by colleagues. 
She was declared dead at 
4.20 pm. Body was taken 
for post-mortem at around 
9pm. ECG confirmed 
death,” Pal said. 

He also said, “Except for 
a deep strangulation mark 
on neck, no other mark was 
found on her body.” P5
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tunisha sharMa
suicide case

sheezan’s 
Mother, 
sister attend 
tunisha’s 
last rites

A pall of gloom descended 
upon the entire country af-
ter actor Tunisha Sharma 
allegedly died by suicide on 
24 December. 

On Tuesday, fans, family 
and members of the tele-
vision and film industry 
bid a teary farewell to the 
20-year-old Tunisha at the 
Mira Road crematorium 
ground in Mumbai. Celeb-
rities including Vishal Jeth-
wa, Ashnoor Kaur, Avneet 
Kaur, and Shivin Narang 
others attended Tunisha’s 
funeral. Tunisha’s co-star 
Sheezan Khan’s mother 
and sister also came to the 
cremation ground to pay 
their last respects. 

Meanwhile, the sisters
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Mock drill 

Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Mansukh 
Mandaviya reviews the Covid-19 preparedness in view of the 

rising cases, at Safdarjung Hospital, in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANi
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sheezan breaKs doWn 
during interrogation 

Actor Sheezan Khan who 
has been arrested for al-
legedly abetting the suicide 
of his co-actor Tunisha 
Sharma has denied allega-
tions that he had been dating 
several girls while he was in 
a relationship with the de-

ceased actor. 
On Tuesday, Waliv Police 

said that Khan keeps re-
peatedly changing his state-
ments and has not yet given 
any clear reason why he 
broke up with his ‘Ali Baba 
Dastaan-E-Kabul’ co-star. 
Tunisha’s body was found 
hanging in the washroom
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15
arteta’s arsenal 
MaKe stunning 
coMebacK against 
West haM

10
taiWan extends 
coMpulsory Military 
service aMid china’s 
aggression

3
MuMbai police did  
not alloW bihar 
police to investigate, 
says ex-dgp 
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SP’S SOLO RUN 
After CM Arvind 
Kejriwal, CM Mamata 
Banerjee and CM K 
Chandrashekhar Rao, 
now SP Chief Akhilesh 
Yadav seems to be 
following a similar line 
and has indicated his 
ambition to play a key 
role in national politics 
in 2024. According to 
sources, SP will fight 
alone in Rajasthan 
and Madhya Pradesh 
assembly elections in 
2023. Meanwhile, SP 
will mainly empha-
sis on Bundelkhand 
region adjoining the UP 
border and in Gwalior- 
Chambal, Riva and 
Sagar region in Madhya 
Pradesh.

BSP’S STRATEGIC 
MOVE 
Ahead of Municipal 
elections and  2024 
General  election , 
Vishwanath Pal, has 
been appointed as 
the  new president in 
Uttar Pradesh by BSP 
chief Mayawati. Pal has 
replaced Bhim Rajbhar 
who was appointed to 
the post in November 
2020 and has been 
assigned the role of  co-
ordinator in Bihar. This 
change of the state unit 
president is seen as the 
Mayawati’s strategy to 
receive  the support of 
the extremely backward 
caste (EBC). The BSP 
is working on Dalit-
Muslim-EBC formula. 
Viswanath Pal belongs 
to gadariya community 
(MBC). He was chief 
sector coordinator of 
Ayodhya, Mirzapur and 
Prayagraj division.

UNITING 
OPPOSITION 
THROUGH YATRA  
Invitations have been 
extended by Congress 
party  to several leaders, 
including Samajwadi 
Party president Akhilesh 
Yadav, BSP supremo 
Mayawati, RLD chief Jay-
ant Chaudhary and OM 
Prakash Rajbhar to join 
the Uttar Pradesh leg of 
its ongoing Bharat Jodo 
Yatra. However, political 
observers find this as a 
Congress move  to unite 
non-BJP parties through 
the Yatra ahead of Gen-
eral elections in 2024. In 
the meantime, former 
Union minister Salman 
Khurshid has linked the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra to the 
epic Ramayana. 

BJP'S MAYORAL  
CANDIDATE 
BJP is all set to field its 
Shalimar Bagh councillor 
Rekha Gupta as its Delhi 
Mayor candidate to chal-
lenge AAP's Shelly Oberoi 
in 6 January elections.
The BJP has also decided 
other names such as 
Kamal Bagri as deputy 
mayor candidate as well 
as Kamaljeet Sehrawat, 
Gajendra Daral and 
Pankaj Luthra for stand-
ing committee member 
posts. The AAP ended 
the BJP's 15-year-rule in 
the MCD winning 134 of 
the 250 wards in the civic 
body polls earlier this 
month. 

BILATERAL TIES 

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Tuesday con-
gratulated Sheikh Salem 
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
on his appointment as for-
eign minister of Kuwait, say-
ing that he looked forward to 
working together for further 
development of ties. 

Jaishankar said in a tweet, 
“Delighted to speak to FM 
Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah of Kuwait. 
Congratulated him on his 
appointment. Look forward 
to working together for the 
further development of the 
relationship.” Sabah as-

sumed charge as foreign af-
fairs minister of Kuwait on 
16 October this year. Notably, 
the previous government in 
Kuwait had resigned in April 
due to the non-trust motion 
in their parliament against 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sa-
bah al-Khalid who was re-
placed by the current Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Nawaf Al Sabah. 

The deadlock between the 
government and parliament 
in Kuwait has often led to 
cabinet reshuffles and dis-
solutions of the legislature 
over the decades, hamper-
ing investment and reforms. 
The last time parliament 
was dissolved was in 2016, 

Al Jazeera reported citing a 
Kuwait News Agency report. 

Prior to this, strong al-
lies India and Kuwait in 
an opportunity to expose 
trainees to the military and 
maritime linkages sent the 

First Training Squadron 
comprising Indian Naval 
Ship Tir, Sujata and Coast 
Guard Ship Sarathi to Port 
Al-Shuwaikh in Kuwait. 
The ships arrived at the port 
on October 4 and were de-
ployed in the Persian Gulf as 
part of their training deploy-
ment. The naval ships were 
accorded a warm welcome 
by senior officers of the Ku-
waiti Naval forces, Border 
Guard and the Embassy of 
India officials besides school 
children. 

The three-day port call 
included professional en-
gagements, cross-ship vis-
its, community outreach 
and social interactions. The 

ships of 1TS, based at Kochi, 
are part of the Southern Na-
val Command, the Indian 
Navy’s Training Command.
The deployment of 1TS is 
aimed at exposing the train-
ees to the conduct of various 
evolutions at sea and port 
familiarisation. The current 
deployment also provides an 
opportunity to expose the 
trainees to the sociopolitical, 
military and maritime link-
ages of India with friendly 
countries in our maritime 
neighbourhood. 

India and Kuwait tradition-
ally enjoy friendly relations, 
which are rooted in history 
and have stood the test of 
time. 

India for cementing ties with Kwait: Jaishankar 
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Jammu and Kashmir: 
Spreading fest ive 
cheer and sending out 

a message of amity, former 
Jammu and Kashmir chief 
minister Ghulam Nabi 
Azad on Tuesday talked 
up the country’s religious 
and cultural diversities, 
with people practising dif-
ferent religious faiths living 
as one. 

Azad, who was the guest 
of honour at the Chris-
tian Colony Ground in 
Udhampur district, cut a 
cake as a mark of Christ-
mas celebration. A large 
number of people from all 
walks participated in the 
programme. Address-
ing the event, Azad said, 
“We belong to different 

castes and religions but 
are united as flowers of 
myriad hues in a garden. 

While we are different in 
terms of the religions we 
practise, at the end of the 

day, we are all proud citi-
zens of India.” 

He added that some 
people do try to spread 
hate and discrimina-
tion among the people. 
“I celebrate every festival 
such as Diwali, Christmas, 
Eid, Guru Nanak Dev Ji Jay-
anti, and others, as every 
religion teaches us lessons 
of humanity. The founda-
tion stone of the Golden 
Temple was laid by Mus-
lims,” he said. 

He added that India 
gives the message of unity 
to the world. “We respect 
every religion and that is 
our strength. We pray for 
communal harmony, unity 
and brotherhood. In India, 
people of different religions 
live together, sending out 
a message of unity to the 
world,” he said. 

SECULARISM 

EVERY RELIGION TEACHES 
LESSONS OF HUMANITY: AZAD

Ghulam Nabi Azad

In line with the Centre's 
Swachh Bharat Mission, 
Union Information and 
Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur has been 
spearheading space audit 
and disposal of scrap across 
various offices of the minis-
try. As per the available data 
over the last few months, 
close to 11.5 lakh square feet 
of area has been vacated 
including the 1 lakh square 
feet area at the Soochna Bha-

wan in the national capital 
which is the office of Prasar 
Bharati.

The audit was spearhead-
ed by the Union Minister 
Thakur himself, who first 
visited Doordarshan Ken-
dra Ahmedabad on Sep-
tember 29 as part of pre-
campaign inspection under 
Swachha Bharat Abhiyan.

Thakur also visited sev-
eral other places including 
Mumbai. The last audit 
visit of Anurag Thakur was 
at DD Kendra in Bhopal on 
December 26.

INITIATIVE

ANURAG THAKUR SPEARHEADS 
SPACE AUDIT, SCRAP DISPOSAL 
AT I&B MINISTRY OFFICES

NATURAL CALAMITY COVID UPDATE 

Hailstorm hits Assam, over 
4,400 houses damaged 

DELHI LOGS 16 NEW COVID 
CASES IN LAST 24 HOURS

Over 4,400 houses were 
damaged after a severe 
hailstorm hit four Upper 
Assam districts - Tinsukia, 
Dibrugarh, Charaideo and 
Sivasagar on Tuesday af-
fecting 132 villages.

According to Assam State 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (ASDMA), around 
18,000 people living in 132 
villages of Tinsukia, Chara-
ideo, Sivasagar and Dibru-
garh districts were affect-
ed. "The severe hailstorm 
partially damaged 4,481 

houses and fully damaged 
two houses," said ASDMA 
statement.

The ASDMA statement 
also stated that "a total of 
1,401 farms and family af-

fected and 172.73 hectares 
corp area damaged due to 
hailstorm (Mustard, Pea, 
Potato, Lentil and other 
crops heavily affected) in 
Charaideo district while 

10.5 hectares of crop area, 
71 farm families affected in 
Dibrugarh district."

Several Anganwadi cen-
tres building and school 
buildings were also dam-
aged due to hailstorms.

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said, 
"Due to a severe hailstorm, 
several houses under Mo-
ran and Tingkhang revenue 
circles have been reportedly 
damaged. Have instructed 
officials to make a detailed 
assessment of the damages 
caused. Government is ex-
tending all possible help to 
all those affected by it." 

The national capital logged 16 
new Covid cases in the last 24 
hours, with a case positivity 
rate of 0.44 per cent, stated a 
bulletin issued by the Delhi 
Health Department on Tues-
day.

With the fresh infections, 
the active cases in the city 
stand at 39. According to the 
bulletin, three Covid patients 
recovered from the virus in 
the last 24 hours, taking the 
total number of recoveries to 
1,98,0615.

However, with no death 

from Covid reported over 
the last 24 hours, the overall 
toll in the national capital re-
mained at 26,521.

As part of the country's on-
going vaccination drive, 1,425 
Covid vaccine shots were ad-
ministered in the city in the 
last 24 hours, taking the cu-
mulative tally to 3,73,54,307.

As many as 2,107 Covid 
samples were tested in the 
last 24 hours taking the total 
number of samples tested 
in the national capital to 
40,587,879.

The bulletin further in-
formed that the national cap-
ital has, so far, not reported 

any cases of Omicron BF.7 
sub-variant, the new Covid 
strain blamed for the explo-
sion in cases in neighbour-
ing China, Japan and several 
other countries.

It added that the Centre has 
instructed the Delhi govern-
ment to ensure genome se-
quencing of every reported 
case.

Dr Suresh, MD, Lok Nayak 
Jai Prakash Narayan Hos-
pital said the hospital au-
thorities are awake to the 
global Covid surge and ar-
rangements are being made 
to augment infrastructure, 
including more ICU beds.
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FAN TROUBLE 

On Salman’s birthday, cops 
lathicharge crowd at residence

On Salman Khan's 57th 
birthday, his fans gathered 
in large numbers outside 
his Galaxy residence to catch 
the superstar's glimpse. 
Unfortunately, the crowd 
of fans outside Salman's 
house got so unmanageable 
that the police had to resort 
to lathicharge to control it.

Starstruck fans from 
various cities queued at his 
Mumbai residence since 
morning to wish the star 
in their own special ways. 
Many even carried sweets, 
T-shirts, huge posters of 
Salman along with them.

After waiting for a while 

to see him, as soon as he 
stepped out onto the balcony 
to wave the officers strug-
gled to control the crowd 
despite the extensive secu-
rity. They even performed 
a lathicharge to control the 
crowd.

The actor along with his 
father Salim Khan greeted 
the fans standing outside 
Galaxy apartment.

Taking to Instagram, 
Salman shared a picture 
which he captioned, "Thank 
you all..."
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The Supreme Court is slat-
ed to hear on January 2 a 
batch of pleas challenging 
state laws regulating reli-
gious conversions due to 
interfaith marriage.

A bench of Chief Justice 
DY Chandrachud and Jus-
tice PS Narasimha will hear 
the case on the re-opening 
of the courts. Several Pub-
lic interest litigations (PILs) 
were filed challenging anti-
conversion laws passed by 
some state governments.

Some of the petitions 
were filed by advocates 
Vishal Thakre, AS Yadav, 
researcher Pranvesh and 

an NGO, 'Citizens for Justice 
and Peace.'

The top court on January 
6, 2021, had agreed to exam-
ine the constitutional valid-
ity of a spate of laws enacted 
by state governments -- in 
Uttar Pradesh and Utta-
rakhand -- criminalising 
religious conversion via 
marriage and mandate pri-
or official clearance before 
marrying into another faith.

The apex court had, 
however, not stayed the 
implementation of the 
Prohibition Of Unlawful 
Conversion of Religion 
Ordinance, 2020 and the 
Uttarakhand Freedom of 
Religion Act, 2018.

It had also permitted the 

NGO to make Himachal 
Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh parties to its pend-
ing petition by which it had 
challenged some controver-
sial state laws regulating 
conversions due to inter-
faith marriages.

The apex court, while 
hearing pleas challenging 
the laws, issued notices 
to the Uttar Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand, Himachal 
Pradesh and Madhya 
Pradesh governments.

The pleas in the apex court 
stated that "rampaging 
mobs are lifting off people 
in the middle of wedding 
ceremonies", buoyed by the 
enactment of the laws.

The laws were against 

public policy and society at 
large, they added.

The Jamiat-Ulama-i-Hind 
has sought to be made a 
party to the case, saying the 
Uttar Pradesh law violates 
the fundamental rights of 
the Muslim youth, who are 
being 'targeted and demon-
ised'.

The pleas, filed by advo-
cates and the NGO, had 
challenged the Constitu-
tional validity of the Ut-
tar Pradesh Prohibition of 
Unlawful Conversion of 
Religion Ordinance, 2020 
and the Uttarakhand Free-
dom of Religion Act, 2018, 
which regulate the religious 
conversions of people in in-
terfaith marriages.

IMPORTANT ISSUE 

REGULATION OF INTER-FAITH MARRIAGES: 
SC TO HEAR PLEAS ON 2 JANUARY
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

 

The winter session of Haryana Vidhan Sabha is in on. On the 
second day of the session, Member of Parliament Kartikeya 

Sharma and his father and former Union Minister Venod 
Sharma witnessed the proceedings of the Assembly. The MP 
discussed several important issues with the Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar, the Speaker Gian Chand Gupta and 

other ministers. Significantly, MP Kartikeya Sharma is 
continuously active and has been raising issues relating to 

public interest. In  the last Rajya Sabha session, he spoke about 
youth, country's security, importance of Indian culture etc.  

Fans of Bollywood actor Salman Khan gather outside his 
residence on the occasion of the actor's 57th birthday, at Bandra, 
in Mumbai on Tuesday

S Jaishankar 

A garden is covered in hailstones after hailstorm lashes the 
Moran area, in Dibrugarh on Tuesday

TDG NETWORK
JAMMU
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Two years after Sushant Singh Rajput was found dead at his 
residence in Mumbai, a staff member of the mortuary unit 
of Cooper Hospital claimed that the actor’s death did not ap-
pear to be a suicide. The actor’s sister Shweta Singh Kirti has 
reacted to the claim and urged for a “fair investigation” by 
the CBI. The deceased actor’s sister Shweta Singh Kirti took 
to her Instagram to post, “If there is an ounce of truth to this 
evidence, we urge CBI to really look into it diligently. We have 
always believed that you guys will do a fair investigation and 
let us know the truth. Our heart aches to find no closure as 
yet. #justiceforsushantsinghrajput.”

Shweta’s post invited comments from hundreds of fans. 
“Whether CBI does proper investigations or not, It’s my belief 
that Sushant hasn’t committed suicide, there’s a dark truth 
behind his death,” a social media user commented. 

“Yes he was murdered.. he was such a brave man and an 
inspiration to zillions.. CBI should now expedite the investi-
gation. The family deserve to know the truth so as his fans. 
#justiceforsushantsinghrajput,” posted another user. 

Sushant Singh Rajput was found dead on 14 June 2020 in 
his Bandra flat. A lot of controversies emerged after his un-
timely demise. 

Allegations were made that the death of the actor and his 
former assistant Disha Salian, who had died on 8 June 2020, 
were linked and the duo had been murdered. 

Days after his death, the late actor’s father filed an FIR 
against Sushant’s then-girlfriend Rhea Chakraborty accusing 
her of abetment of suicide and money laundering. Sushant’s 
father demanded legal action against her. 

A day after the mortu-
ary unit of Cooper 
Hospital in Mum-

bai claimed that the actor 
Sushant Singh Rajput’s 
death did not appear to be 
a suicide, Bihar’s former 
Director-General of Police 
Gupteshwar Pandey exud-
ed confidence the truth may 
come out with the support 
of the current government 
in Maharashtra. 

“Now the government 
there (Maharashtra) has 
changed hope the truth 
comes out. A Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) has also 

been formed to investigate 
the entire situation,” said 

Gupteshwar Pandey while 
talking to news agency. 

Pandey was in-charge of 
the probe team of Sushant 
Singh Rajput’s death case 
before turning into a reli-
gious preacher. 

He further alleged that 
during the investigation 
the Mumbai Police did not 
cooperate with the team 
of officers sent from Bihar. 
“Mumbai police’s behaviour 
towards a team of officers 
sent from Bihar was un-
ethical and it was then that 
I believed they were hiding 
something. An IPS offi-
cer was sent who was kept 
under house arrest,” said 
Gupteshwar Panda while 
talking to news agency. 

He said that the Crime 

Branch Investigation (CBI) 
should share the details with 
SIT so that justice is served. 

Alleging that his team 
did not get enough time to 
investigate Sushant Singh 
Rajput’s death, former 
Director-General of Po-
lice Gupteshwar Pandey 
said that if the team would 
have gotten 15 days the case 
would have been solved. 

“My team and I did not 
get enough time for inves-
tigation. If I would have 
got 15 days the case would 
have been solved and the 
case would not have been 
handled the way it is being 
done,” said Gupteshwar 
Pandey. 

SuShant death caSe 

MuMbai Police did not allow bihar 
Police to inveStigate, SayS ex-dgP 
TDG NETWORK
Patna

Sushant Singh Rajput

The Election Commission 
of India (ECI) on Tuesday 
said it has initiated the pro-
cess for delimitation of As-
sembly and Parliamentary 
Constituencies in Assam. 
The process of delimitation 
was in pursuance of the 
request received from the 
Union Ministry of Law and 
Justice. 

Delimitation falls under 
Section 8A of the Repre-
sentation of the People Act, 
1950. “The Commission led 
by Chief Election Commis-
sioner Shri Rajiv Kumar 
and Election Commissioners 
Shri Anup Chandra Pandey 
and Shri Arun Goel has di-
rected the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer of Assam to take up the 
matter with State Govern-

ment to issue complete ban 
on creation of new adminis-
trative units w.e.f. 1st January 
2023 till the completion of 
delimitation exercise in the 
State,” an official statement 
said. 

Census figures of 2001 will 
be used for the purpose of 
readjustment of Constituen-
cies in the state. “The Com-
mission will design and fi-
nalize its own guidelines and 
methodology for the purpose 
of delimiting the constituen-
cies. During the delimita-
tion exercise, the Commis-
sion will keep in mind the 
physical features, existing 
boundaries of administra-
tive units, facility of commu-
nication, public convenience 
and as far as practicable, the 
constituencies will be kept 
as geographically compact 
area,” the statement added.

Days after the murder of its head constable in Gujarat, the 
Border Security Force (BSF) on Tuesday said it is working 
in tandem with the state police to bring out facts to the fore. 

The Border Security Force (BSF) personnel was reportedly 
killed by family members of a boy, whom he went to accost 
for allegedly uploading obscene video of his minor daughter 
online, police said earlier. The paramilitary force said Head 
Constable Melaji Vaghela of the 56 Battalion was on leave at 
his hometown Suryanagar in the Kheda district of Gujarat 
when he was killed on 24 December. 

“On December 25, 2022, Frontier HQrs BSF Gujarat received 
information regarding the unfortunate incident in which HC 
Melaji Bhai of 56 Bn was murdered. Gujarat Police and family 
members were immediately contacted for ascertaining the 
facts about the incident,” said the BSF. 

“IG BSF Gujarat got in touch with senior officials from Guja-
rat Police and sought their prompt support in the investigation 
of the matter,” the force said. 

State Police acted swiftly and arrested seven accused so far, 
in this case, said the BSF, adding “the BSF and state police are 
working in tandem and fully committed to bring facts to the 
fore and ensure justice to the demised BSF trooper and his fam-
ily”.  “BSF is in constant touch with the family members of the 
deceased jawan and is providing all help to them including the 
release of immediate financial assistance and proper medical 
treatment. The Force is fully committed to ensuring the well-
being of the family of BSF Jawan by extending unswerving 
support to them in every manner,” said a statement by BSF.

Poll ProceSS 

thorough Probe

ec initiateS deliMitation 
ProceSS for aSSaM

Lynching of 
personnel: BSF to 
look into the truth 

deeP wound 

‘Our heart aches’, 
Sushant’s sister 
on murder claims 

caMPaign

caMPaign

After yatra, Priyanka to 
lead ‘Haath Se Haath Jodo’

Govt says projects suffered 
setbacks in Afghanistan 

After the ongoing ‘Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’, which is to cul-
minate in Srinagar on 26 
January, the Congress is 
gearing up to launch the 
‘Haath Se Haath Jodo’ cam-
paign, which is aimed at 
spreading the message of 
the yatra across the country. 

According to sources, the 
former Congress national 
president has entrusted 
sister and AICC national 
general secretary, Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra with the 
responsibility of leading 
the ‘Haath Se Haath Jodo’ 
campaign across the coun-
try, with a special focus on 
women. 

Congress general secre-
tary K.C. Venugopal said, 
“After the Bharat Jodo Yatra, 
the Congress will launch a 
two-month ‘Hath Se Hath 
Jodo Campaign’. As part 
of this initiative, Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra will lead foot 
marches and rallies with 
women members in every 
state capital to spread the 
message of the ‘Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’.”

Sources further informed 
that Priyanka will lead 
a wave of marches with 
women cadres in March, 
focussing on rising infla-
tion and its impact on 
the public, especially the 
middle class. Other issues 
related to women will also 
be a top rallying point. 
While the Congress cam-
paign, with Priyanka as 
its face, is aimed at woo-
ing women voters, who 
comprise roughly half of 
the country’s population; 
she will also lead a massive 
women’s rally where she 
will unveil a separate party 

manifesto for the opposite 
sex. 

According to sources, 
the manifesto will fea-
t u r e  p o p u l i s t  p r o m -
ises, targeting women. 
It is understood that sugges-
tions are being sought from 
the party’s women’s units 
across states on the promis-
es to be incorporated in the 
women’s manifesto. 

Also, during the women’s 
march, which will see par-
ticipation of the party’s 
women cadre across states, 
their opinion will be sought 
for and incorporated in the 
manifesto.

India said the setback in 
project implementation was 
due to the political and se-
curity situation in Afghani-
stan. “In the given political 
scenario in Afghanistan, 
the majority of countries, 
including India, have halted 
their projects in Afghani-
stan,” said the Indian Gov-
ernment in a reply to Par-
liamentary Panel on Indian 
projects in Afghanistan. 

The budgetary allocation 
under the head ‘Aid to Af-
ghanistan’ has seen a down-
ward trend from Rs 350 
crore in 2021-22 to Rs 200 
crore in 2022-23. 

The Committee noted that 
India’s development part-
nership with Afghanistan 
includes more than five 
hundred projects spread 
across each of the 34 prov-
inces of the country in criti-
cal areas of power, water 
supply, road connectivity, 
healthcare, education, agri-
culture and capacity build-
ing. 

However, the Committee 
was happy to note that India 
has been steadily providing 

humanitarian assistance to 
the Afghan people includ-
ing foodgrains and medical 
assistance. “The Ministry 
should continuously moni-
tor the situation and contin-
ue providing humanitarian 
assistance to Afghan peo-
ple,” said the Committee. 

The Committee observed 
that India’s development 
projects in neighbouring 
countries cover a range of 
sectors from infrastructure 
development, including 
construction, roads & bridg-
es, waterways and trans-
mission lines as also power 
generation, agriculture, ca-
pacity building, education, 
health, rural development 

etc. 
The Ministry has made 

the submission that the 
Government of India at-
taches high priority to our 
relationship with neigh-
bouring countries and has 
a well-articulated policy of 
‘Neighbourhood First’ with 
a focus on creating mutually 
beneficial, people-oriented, 
regional frameworks for 
stability and prosperity. 

The Committee, however, 
noticed that there has been 
a reduction in allocation 
under ‘Aid to Nepal’, ‘Aid 
to Bhutan’, and ‘Aid to Af-
ghanistan.’ 

In view of the increasing 
Chinese outreach and pres-

ence in India’s neighbour-
hood, the Committee feel 
that India needs to review 
and enhance their develop-
mental diplomacy. 

The Committee, therefore, 
desired that a strategy/vi-
sion should be formulated 
to expand our developmen-
tal partnership, particu-
larly capacity building and 
knowledge sharing, to effec-
tively counter the presence 
of other regional powers in 
our neighbourhood. 

In reply, the Government 
said that the primary ori-
entation of India’s foreign 
policy remains its immedi-
ate neighbourhood, under 
the Neighbourhood First 
Policy. “The overarching 
philosophy is to ensure that 
our partners in the region 
draw benefits and values 
from the growth, develop-
ment and rise of India and 
on this basis, all countries 
in our region work towards 
developing equitable part-
nerships with each other. 
This is a logical extension of 
the Government’s policy of 
Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
our Sabka Vishwas into the 
foreign policy arena,” said 
the Government.

love for aniMal 

friend indeed: claSS 12  
Madurai girl trainS Jallikattu 
bull for SPort

Divyadarshini, a Madurai 
girl studying in Class 12 with 
a fearless nature and a love for 
animals, has kept a Jallikattu 
Bull as her friend and is train-
ing him for the sport.  Even 
Jallikattu players experience 
fear and step aside seeing the 
bull, but Divyadarshini decid-
ed to become friendly with it. 
For the last three years, she 
has been spending time with 
the bull and giving him train-
ing. “I am studying in Class 12 

and our family has four gen-
erations of Jallikattu Bulls,” 
Divyadarshini said. Calling 
the bull a member of her fam-
ily, she said, “Jallikattu will 
be held next month. Now we 
are busy preparing the bull 
for Jallikattu. At present we 
are giving fodder to the bull 
and in the future, we will 
provide training in walking, 
swimming and digging mud.” 

“My bull is affectionate 
when he is at home with 
us but aggressive when he 
goes to the Jallikattu field. 
The bull does nothing to the 

people in the house,” Divya-
darshini said, describing the 
protective nature of the bull. 
Ahead of the festival of Pon-
gal, bull trainers in Tamil 
Nadu’s Madurai are gearing 
up for Jallikattu.  More than 
20 youths from Podumbu 
village of Madurai district 
have started training 10 bulls 
for the competition. Bulls 
are being given training in 
walking and swimming. 
Jallikattu, also known as ‘Eru 
Thazhuvuthal’ or ‘Mancuvi-
rattu’, will be held in a couple 
of weeks. 

top of the day

SeaSon’S higheSt 
Peak Power 
deMand in delhi
new Delhi: Delhi’s peak 
power demand clocked 
to 4,906 Megawatts on 
tuesday, which according 
to State load Dispatch 
Centre (SlDC) data, is the 
highest this season. Delhi’s 
peak power demand this 
year is more than the peak 
power demand clocked in 
December of both 2021 and 
2020. to meet the power 
challenges, the BSeS uses 
a mix of advanced fore-
casting models, including 
artificial intelligence and 
Machine learning and 
state-of-the-art weather 
forecasting solutions. 

centre, ManiPur 
Sign agreeMent 
with Zuf 
new Delhi: Centre and 
the Manipur government 
on tuesday entered into 
a Cessation of Operation 
agreement here in the 
national capital with the 
Zeliangrong United Front 
(ZUF) that had been active 
for more than a decade. 
the agreement seeks 
rehabilitation and re-settle-
ment of the armed cadres, 
said the Ministry of home 
affairs (Mha) after the 
agreement was signed in 
the Ministry’s north Block 
office. the agreement was 
signed by senior officers of 
the Union Ministry of home 
affairs and the Govern-
ment of Manipur and the 
representatives of ZUF in 
the presence of Manipur 
Chief Minister n Biren 
Singh.  the Ministry said 
that the representatives of 
the armed group agreed 
to abjure violence and join 
the peaceful democratic 
process as established by 
law of the land.

double digit 
growth of bankS 
conSolidated 
accountS 
new Delhi: the con-
solidated balance sheet 
of scheduled commercial 
banks (SCBs) has regis-
tered double-digit growth 
in 2021-22, after a gap of 
seven years, the Reserve 
Bank of india said. the 
RBi on tuesday released 
a report on ‘trend and 
Progress of Banking in 
india 2021-22’, saying the 
double-digit improvement 
was led by credit growth. 
Further, the report said 
credit growth accelerated 
to a ten-year high in the 
first half of the current 
financial year 2022-23 
(april-March). 

aSSaM rifleS 
avert MaJor 
fire tragedy in 
nagaland 
MOn: the Mokokchung 
Battalion of assam Rifles 
averted a major fire tragedy 
in aboi town of nagaland’s 
Mon district on tuesday. 
From a short circuit, a fire 
broke out in conjoint houses 
in the hunyan ward of aboi 
town at around 1.20 pm, 
sources informed, adding 
that the blaze soon spread 
to a house built of wood 
and tin sheets. On learning 
about the fire, troops of aboi 
Company, the operat-
ing base of assam Rifles, 
rushed to the spot with fire 
fighting equipment, water 
bowser, and emergency 
medical devices. the relief 
team successfully evacu-
ated people and materials 
from the site and managed 
to douse the fire with fire 
extinguishers and a water 
bowser.
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An Indian project in Afghanistan 

in the courtS
NON-REGisTRaTiON Of fiR: COuRT REliEf 
fOR DElhi COp 
new Delhi: a Delhi Court has recently stayed the show cause notice issued to a Station 
house Officer (ShO) of Delhi Police for non-compliance with a magistrate court order 
asking for the registration of an FiR. earlier a Magistrate Court on 25 august directed the 
ShO to register the FiR in a death case, but he failed to comply with the order. thereafter 
the court issued a show cause notice to the ShO and investigation Officer. the Magis-
trate Court had ordered the ShO adarsh nagar to register the FiR, but the order was not 
complied with. thereafter, the court issued the show cause notice asking him why would 
it not initiate contempt proceedings against him. additional Sessions Judge Satish Ku-
mar of Rohini Court stayed the December 16 order on the show cause notice to the ShO. 
the Court has also stayed the order of 25 august 2022, ordering the registration of FiR in 
a complaint case. now the matter has been listed for 16 January 2023.

TDG NETWORK
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In Haryana assembly raised 
the issue surrounding spuri-
ous liquor and several death 
occurred by it. Home Minis-
ter Anil Vij said a total of 3 
persons in district Sonipat 
and 1 person in district Pa-
nipat died on November 22, 
2022 due to consumption of 
spurious liquor. 30 people 
died in the various districts 
of the State in 2020. Making 
it total 36 deaths in differ-
ent districts from the year 
2016 to 2022 (till date) in the 
State, according to the police 
reports. 

Abhay Singh Chautala, a 
legislator raised finger in the 
session over the information  
provided by the police de-
partment said that the data 
tabled in the assembly and 
made available to the Na-

tional Crime Record Bureau 
(NCRB) differ from each 
other. . He further said that 
the statistics depicted that as 
many as 489 people lost their 
lives due to the consumption 
of spurious alcohol. 

Home Minister said that he 
will conduct an investigation 
into the issue and that the ir-
responsible officials who 
provided misleading statis-
tics will face severe conse-

quences. He further added 
that Haryana is conducting 
regular checking of liquor 
vends to ensure that there is 
no illegal sale of liquor. The 
district staff has also been di-
rected to ensure that CCTV 
Cameras are installed in all 
wholesale licensed premises 
in the district and the live 
feed is available to the DETC 
(Excise), to further curb any 
illegal sale of liquor. The 
provisions of the Haryana 
Excise Act, 1914 have been 
amended to counter the ille-
gal and spurious liquor. The 
provisions of section 61 have 
been made more stringent.

One of the senior police 
officials clarified that the 
state police department has 
merged the data of deaths 
caused due to excessive use 
of alcohol with the deaths 
caused due to consumption 
of spurious alcohol.

A large number of tourists 
are rushing to the North 
Indian hill state Himachal 
Pradesh. The Indian me-
teorological department 
has forecast snowfall on 
December 29 in 5 districts 
of the state.

However, the tourists 
coming to the main tourist 
destinations in the state are 
not expecting any snow and 
they are disappointed. The 
state capital town, Shimla 
is also full of tourists. Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu has directed all 
deputy commissioners and 
Superintendents of Police 
in the districts of the key 
tourist destinations in the 
state where a large number 
of tourist football is rush-
ing in the reason.

The Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department has issued 
rain and snow warning af-
ter December 29 in higher 
reaches of the Chamba, 
Kinnaur, Lahaul-Spiti, Kul-
lu and Shimla districts of 
the state.

“It was difficult to get 
a hotel in Shimla and 

around, as a large num-
ber of people have gath-
ered here but I was able to 
manage it and got a hotel. 
I have been staying here 
for the past 2 days but now 
I am planning to shift to 
the Kasol region of the 
Kullu district. I am also 
planning to go to higher 
regions as there is a little 
bit of disappointment as I 
did not get snowfall here. 
We hope to see snowfall in 
the other parts of the state. 
It was a thrilling experi-
ence to be here and on this 
new year and Christmas 
festival time, this is a nice 
place to spend vacations,” 
a tourist from Maharash-
tra, Aniket said.

The tourists ahead of the 
new year season are also 
rushing from the neigh-
bouring states of Punjab, 

Haryana, Chandigarh and 
Delhi to enjoy the beautiful 
weather conditions here.

“I am happy to be here 
this is a beautiful place. I 
almost come every month 
to this region, so it is not 
new for me, but we are 
expecting snow in this pe-
riod of time. Still, we did 
not get it we are enjoying 
it,” another tourist from 
Chandigarh, Suvrit said.

Tourists coming from 
other states of India are 
enjoying the chill weath-
er conditions here but it 
sounds a bit disappointing 
as they do not experience 
the fresh snowfall in the 
region. These tourists are 
now planning to extend 
their plans so that they can 
experience the fresh snow-
fall as forecasted by IMD 
nearing the New Year.

SNOWFALL FORECAST

Tourists throng hill stations 
in Himachal Pradesh

SAYS CM MANOHAR LAL

Haryana Chief Minister 
said a rationalisation com-
mission will be set up in the 
state to rationalise the num-
ber of posts in government 
departments in accordance 
with the requirement. The 
Haryana Kaushal Rozgar 
Nigam was set up with an 
objective of providing con-
tractual manpower to all 
government departments in 
the state. Haryana CM an-
nounced this while replying 
to the calling attention mo-
tion introduced in the house 
regarding the recruitments 
being done through the 
Haryana Kaushal Rozgar-
Nigam. 

This Nigam will offer tem-
porary employment for a pe-
riod of one year on contract 
basis initially. The youth will 
have to leave the job if any 
other person is recruited 
on a regular basis through 
Haryana Public Service 
Commission and Haryana 
Staff Selection Commission. 
However, these youth can 
also apply for regular re-

cruitment. 
Manohar Lal said that 

through HKRN first prior-
ity is given to those with 
higher educational qualifi-
cations. He said that so far 
only 4000 to 5000 TGT, 
PGT recruitment has been 
done through HKRN and he 
contacted 10 candidates in-
quiring if they have received 
any deployment message 
from the Nigam or not. All 
such candidates are given 15 
days joining time. The Chief 
Minister said that apart 
from these 4000 to 5000 
employees who are already 
working under outsourcing, 
their data has been ported to 
the Nigam. However, dur-
ing this porting an issue 
was raised as to how many 
persons were hired by the 
contractor, how many were 
made to join and the data 
of how many was given to 
the Nigam. This is a matter 
of investigation. In the next 
session, efforts will be made 
to table the data regarding 
in the House.“Our govern-
ment has made a provision 
that if any employee wants 
to go for regular recruit-

ment to a higher post, then 
he does not need to take No 
Objection Certificate, only 
the concerned department 
has to be informed about the 
same by the employee,” said  
Manohar Lal.

He apprised the House 
that 37 per cent candidates 
belong to Scheduled Castes 
in the recruitments done so 
far through Nigam. Simi-
larly, the percentage of BC-A 
and BC-B is 27.4 per cent.The 
Chief Minister said that the 
recruitment norms being 
adopted by Nigam would 
now be displayed on the Ni-
gam’s website. This criteria 
includes marks as per the  
Mukhyamantri Antyodaya 
Parivar Utthan Yojana, BPL 
annual income of Rs 1.80 
lakh and marks given to 
the income group, essential 
educational qualification etc. 
From now onwards the can-
didate himself can calculate 
his/her marks according to 
the cut off merit.

The Chief Minister said that 
whenever his government 
brings any radical change in 
the system, it greatly troubles 
the Opposition.

HKRNL to end contractual 
employees’ exploitation

SIRHALI RPG ATTACK CASE 

SPURIOUS ALCOHOL ON RADAR

Punjab Pol ice  on 
Tuesday busted a 
sub-module of Cana-

da-based terrorist Lakhbir 
Landa and its three opera-
tives . The police have recov-
ered a loaded Rocket Pro-
pelled Grenade (RPG) along 
with Rocket Launcher. 

Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) Punjab Gaurav 
Yadav arrested Yadwinder 
Singh who handled the 
sub-module from Phili-
pines on Landa’s instruc-
tions. The others arrested 
were identified as Kulbir 
Singh, Hira Singh, and Da-
vinder Singh, all resident 
of village Chambal in Tarn 
Taran. As per Senior Offi-
cials, these terrorists were 
planning third RPG attack 
in the state.

 “With the recovery of a 
ready-to-use fresh RPG, the 
Punjab Police have success-
fully thwarted another pos-
sible terrorist attack aimed 
at disturbing the peace and 

harmony of the state,” said 
the DGP. 

In an intelligence-led oper-
ation, Tarn Taran Police has 
laid a nakabandi at bridge 
Billianwala and arrested two 
bike-borne persons identi-
fied as Kulbir Singh and 
Hira Singh in connection 
with the Sirhali RPG attack, 

DGP Gaurav Yadav said. 
According to SSP Tarn 

Taran Gurmeet Singh 
Chauhan, the accused ad-
mitted that they provided 
one loaded RPG on the day 
of the RPG attack on Police 
Station Sirhali on Yadwind-
er Singh’s orders. Accused 
Yadwinder also sent a tuto-

rial video on how to launch 
an RPG attack to Juveniles, 
who shot RPGs at the Police 
Station. 

The accused further re-
vealed that accused further 
concealed RPG that was re-
covered along with a Rocket 
launcher from a pinpointed 
location on the banks of the 
river Beas in village Keedian 
in Tarn Taran, said SSP. 

He said that the Police have 
arrested another accused, 
Davinder Singh, who dis-
closed that they were hatch-
ing a conspiracy to carry out 
terrorist attack in the state 
on the instructions of Yad-
winder Singh and Landa. 

The development came 
days after the arrest of seven 
persons, including the two 
juveniles in conflict with 
the law, who carried out 
the terror attack at Police 
Station Sirhali building in 
Tarn Taran on December 
9. Meanwhile, Tarn Taran 
Police have called forensic 
teams to examine the RPG 
and rocket launcher.

PUNJAB POLICE BUSTS  
LAKHBIR LANDA’S MODULE

Home minister to take action 
against misleading officials
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

TOP OF THE DAY

16000 PEOPLE 
ARRESTED IN DRUG 
CASES IN 2022
CHANDIGARH: As many 
as 16,798 people were 
arrested in drug cases in 
Punjab in the year 2022, 
Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Sukhchain 
Singh Gill on Monday. 
Addressing a press 
conference here, IGP Gill 
said, “There has been 
a decrease in criminal 
cases in Punjab this 
year as compared to last 
year. In 2021, 721 murder 
cases were registered in 
Punjab while 656 cases 
were registered in 2022. 
In the year 2021, 926 
cases of attempt to mur-
der were registered while 
910 cases have been 
registered this year.” 

MOCK DRILL HELD 
IN CHHATTISGARH 
HOSPITALS 
NEW DELHI: The state 
government has geared 
up for the Covid-19 pre-
paredness amid the surge 
in Covid cases in the 
neighbouring countries. 
In view of it, a mock drill 
was organised in all the 
district hospitals, commu-
nity centres and primary 
health centres in the state 
on Tuesday. During the 
mock drill, the oxygen 
plants, oxygen cylinders 
and pipes, ICU wards, 
ventilators and other 
facilities were inspected 
and checked to make sure 
they can be used when 
needed. 

SIT CONSTITUTED 
IN HPSSC PAPER 
LEAK CASE
SHIMLA: The Himachal 
Pradesh government 
has constituted an SIT 
to probe the alleged 
Junior Office Assistant (IT) 
paper leak scam. The SIT 
would look into alleged 
malpractices in past 
exams conducted by the 
Himachal Pradesh Staff 
Selection Commission 
(HPSSC). The principal 
advisor (Media) to Chief 
Minister Sukhwinder 
Sukhu, Naresh Chauhan, 
said on the directions of 
the CM, the ADG SV and 
ACB have constituted 
an SIT to probe the leak 
of a question paper for 
the post of junior office 
assistant (IT) to be held 
on the 25th of this month. 
The team would be led by 
DIG SVACB, G Sivakumar 
and assisted by 3 super-
intendents of Police, 4 ad-
ditional superintendents 
of police and 3 deputy 
superintendents of police 
and other senior officers. 

BSF, PUNJAB 
UNIVERSITY 
SIGN MOU FOR 
ACADEMIC COLLAB
CHANDIGARH: Border 
Security Force (BSF) on 
Tuesday signed a Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with Punjab 
University, Chandigarh 
to improve the perfor-
mance of sportspersons 
and better management 
of sports injuries by the 
use of scientific meth-
odologies. The MoU was 
signed by PV Rama Sas-
try, IPS, Additional Direc-
tor General of Police 
(ADGP) on the behalf of 
BSF and Prof Yajvender 
Pal Verma, Registrar, 
Punjab University on be-
half of Panjab University, 
Chandigarh in presence 
of Prof Raj Kumar, Vice 
Chancellor, Panjab 
University. 

TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH 
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The crime rate in Pun-
jab saw a sharp decline in 
2022, said the state govern-
ment.

According to the official 
crime data of the state, the 
number of murders this 
year has reduced from 
723 in 2021 to 654 in 2022 
whereas kidnappings have 
decreased from 1,787 in 
2021 to 1,645 in 2022. Simi-
larly, theft-related cases 
have also been reduced 
from 8,417 in 2021 to 8,407 
in 2022 and cases related 
to the Excise Act have de-
creased from 10,745 in 2021 
to 9,104 in 2022. The data 
also shows a significant 
decline in the total number 
of first information reports 
(FIRs) registered in the 

state from 73,581 in 2021 to 
71,827 in 2022.

Inspector General of Po-
lice (IG) Sukhchain Singh 
Gill on Monday said that 
during 2022, the Inter-
nal Security has busted 18 
terror modules with the 
arrest of 119 terrorists/
radicals after recovering 
43 Rifles, 220 revolvers/
pistols, 13 tiffin Impro-
vised Explosive Devices 
(IEDs), 24.5 Kg RDX and 
other explosives, 37 hand 
grenades, two sleeves of 
disposed rocket launcher, 
22 drones and 23 vehicles.

He said, similarly, the 
Anti-Gangster Task Force 
(AGTF), since its forma-
tion on April 6, 2022, has 
succeeded in busting 111 
gangster/criminal mod-
ules after arresting 428 
gangsters or criminals and 

neutralising two, after re-
covering 411 weapons, 97 
vehicles used in criminal 
activities, 44.21 kg heroin 
and Rs 1.30 crore cash.

Notably, Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann-led state 
government formed a spe-
cial Anti-Gangster Task 
Force (AGTF) headed by 
ADGP Promod Ban to 
wipe out gangsters from 
the state.

The IGP said from Janu-
ary 1 to December 20, 
2022, many major inci-
dents took place in Pun-
jab including an IED blast 
at Police Post Kalwa, PS 
Noorpur Bedi, Ropar; 
RPG attack at Intelligence 
Headquarters building at 
Mohali; murder of Pun-
jabi singer Shubhdeep 
Singh alias Sidhu Moose-
wala.

IN 2022

PUNJAB SAW SHARP DECLINE IN 
CRIME RATE, SAYS GOVT REPORT

FOR LINKING WITH EPIC

76% PUNJAB 
VOTERS HAVE 
SHARED AADHAAR 
DETAILS
TDG NETWORK  
CHANDIGARH

The process of voluntary sub-
mission of Aadhaar details for 
linking with voter ID cards, 
part of a drive launched at the 
behest of the Election Com-
mission (EC), has received a 
positive response in Punjab, 
with over 76 per cent of vot-
ers already furnishing their 
Aadhaar details, according to 
an official statement.

Sharing details of the on-
going drive, the Chief Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) Punjab, 
B Srinivasan, said, “A total 
of 2.12 crore registered elec-
tors in the state have already 
submitted Form 6B.” Form 
6B, which came into force 
on August 1, 2022, was in-
troduced by the EC to collect 
the Aadhaar numbers of the 
existing electors.

RELIEF FOR CITIZEN

50% WAIVER ON DEPOSITING 
PROPERTY TAX BY 31 JAN, 2023 

Haryana govt has imple-
mented a waiver on pay-
ment of interest on pending 
property tax till January 
31. The government has de-
cided to create a new prop-
erty ID in the interest of the 
citizens. After this decision, 
an increase of more than 33 
percent has been recorded in 
the number of properties in 
the state .
Urban Local Bodies Minister, 
Dr. Kamal Gupta said “It felt 
that 100 percent collection 
of Property Tax should be 
strived for, by identifying 
each of the properties situ-
ated within the limits of mu-
nicipalities. Thus, it was de-
cided that all the properties 
irrespective of their nature 
lying within the Municipal 
Body limit should be identi-

fied by a Property ID.”
“The property survey began 

in 2019, and the owner/name, 
occupier’s property category, 
sub-category, and so on may 
have changed from time to 
time during the project’s 
duration. Also, during the 
survey period, there were 
plots identified as empty 
and under-construction, but 
development may have been 
completed on those plots in 
the last two to three years” 
said Dr. Gupta.
He also said that several resi-
dents refused to participate 
in the survey and that some 
residents provided incorrect 
information throughout the 
survey.
He also stated that several 
residents refused to partici-
pate in the survey and that 
some residents provided in-
correct information through-
out the survey

TDG NETWORK 
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OFFICIALS CLAIM

CM SUKHU COMMITTED TO ZERO 
TOLERANCE ON CORRUPTION 

The decision to suspend the 
functioning of the Himachal 
Pradesh Staff Selection Com-
mission (HPSSC) Hamirpur 
was taken to ensure trans-
parency in the functioning of 
the Commission and to root 
out the mafia involved in the 
leaking of examination papers, 
Principal Advisor (Media) to 
Chief Minister said on Tues-
day.

The functioning of the 
HPSSC Hamirpur was sus-
pended with immediate effect 
after an employee was arrest-
ed for leaking question paper 
for the recruitment exam for 
the junior office assistant’s 
post. The exam scheduled for 
December 25 was also called 
off. “This shows the com-
mitment of Chief Minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu to 
provide corruption-free and 
responsive administration to 
the people of the State,” Na-
resh Chauhan, principal ad-
visor (media) to chief minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said.

Chauhan also said that the 
state government led by Chief 
Minister Sukhu was commit-
ted to ensure zero tolerance 
against corruption and has 
taken this historic decision to 

ensure complete transparency 
in the functioning of the Com-
mission. He said this would 
also help instill faith in the 
job-seeking youth in recruit-
ment agencies.

Further, he said that on the 
directions of Chief Minis-
ter the ADG State Vigilance 
and Anti Corruption Bureau 
(SV&ACB) has constituted 
an SIT to look into more rev-
elations regarding alleged 
malpractices in past exams 
conducted by the HP Staff 
Selection Commission.
“The Chief Minister has 

directed a Special Investi-
gation team to find out the 
root of those involved with 
the paper leak mafia in the 
state. The team would be led 
by DIG of the State Vigilance 
and Anti-Corruption Bureau 
G Sivakumar and assisted by 
three Superintendents of Po-
lice, four Additional Super-
intendents and three Deputy 
Superintendents and other 
senior officers,” said Chauhan.
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Himachal  CM Sukhu 

Anil Vij



US intelligence report revealS 
china’S biological weaponS ambition

SiniSter deSign draStic Step 

tranSportation 

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin banned the 
supply of Russian oil and 
petroleum products if con-
tracts directly or indirectly 
provide for a price cap 
imposed by some states, 
according to a decree pub-
lished on Tuesday.
“The supply of Russian oil 

and petroleum products to 
foreign legal entities and in-
dividuals is prohibited, pro-
vided that the contracts for 
these supplies directly or 
indirectly contain use of a 
mechanism for capping the 
marginal price. The ban is 
applied at all supply stages 
to the final buyer,” the de-
cree said as quoted by the 
Russian news agency Sput-
nik. It is noted that the Rus-

sian president could grant 
a special permission for the 
supply of oil and petroleum 
products that are otherwise 
prohibited by this decree. 

“Supplies of Russian oil and 
petroleum products, which 
is prohibited in accordance 
with this decree, may be car-
ried out based on a special 
decision of the Russian pres-
ident,” the document said. 
According to Sputnik, the 

ban on the supply of Rus-
sian oil under the price cap 
will go into effect on Febru-
ary 1, 2023, and will be valid 
until July 1, 2023.

The date for the ban on 
the supply of Russian pe-
troleum products will be 
determined by the Cabinet, 
but will be no sooner than 
February 1, 2023, when the 
current decree goes into ef-
fect. 

Delhi government will 
soon take over the Delhi 
Metro Rail Corporation 
(DMRC) electric bus fleet 
to strengthen the last-mile 
connectivity across the city. 

The Delhi Cabinet recently 
took the decision to take 
over 100 existing E-buses 
and also operate additional 
380 feeder E-buses under 
the transport department 
in 2023.

DMRC has been operat-
ing feeder E-buses in East 

and North clusters since 
December 2019, from Shas-
tri Park and Majlis Park 
depots. 

Now, these buses will be 
run by the transport de-
partment through Delhi 
Integrated Multi-Modal 
Transit System (DIMTS). 

In addition, for the opera-
tion of additional 380 elec-
tric buses, six stations have 
been identified - Welcome, 
Kohat Enclave, Rithala, 
Nangloi,  Mundka and 
Dwarka. DMRC will be 
constructing the bus de-
pots at these locations. 

Putin bans supply of oil, petroleum 
products under price cap

delhi to operate dmrc bUSeS throUgh 
mUlti-modal tranSit SyStem

China had revealed its bio-
logical weapons ambitions 
long before the Covid-19 
pandemic hit the world, 
according to a new US in-
telligence report. 

On 15 December,  the 
House Intelligence Com-
mittee released a declassi-
fied report examining the 
Intelligence Community’s 
response to the Covid-19 
pandemic following a two-
year investigation. 

The report examines the 
IC’s posture to support 
global health security poli-
cymakers, the IC’s perfor-
mance in the early months 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
and the steps the IC must 
take to strengthen any fu-
ture pandemic response. 

“In 2005, the US State 
Department publicly stat-
ed the US assessment that 
China also operates an of-
fensive biological weap-

ons program, specifically 
identifying two Chinese 
entities as likely involved, 
one of which is the Fifth 
Institute. 

In a 2006 declaration of 
compliance with the Bio-
logical and Toxic Weap-
ons Convention, China 
acknowledged that the 
Fifth Institute specifically 
researches SARS corona-
viruses,” the report reads, 
as quoted by Indo-Pacific 
Centre for Strategic Com-
munications.

The US Intelligence re-
port also took note of the 
book titled “The Unnatu-
ral Origin of SARS and 
New Species of Artificial 
Humanized Viruses as Ge-
netic Weapons,” released 
by AMMS in 2015. 

“The book described how 
to create weaponised chi-
meric SARS coronavirus-
es, the potentially broader 
scope for their use com-
pared to traditional bio-
weapons, and the benefits 

of being able to plausibly 
deny that such chimeric 
coronaviruses were artifi-
cially created rather than 
naturally occurring,” the 
report states. 

Last week, World Health 
Organization (WHO) Di-
rector-General Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus called 
on China to share the data 
requested by the world 
health body to better un-
derstand the origin of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

“Gaps in our understand-
ing of post Covid-19 con-
dition mean we don’t un-
derstand how best to treat 
people suffering with the 
long-term consequences 
of infection. Gaps in our 
understanding of how this 
pandemic began compro-
mise our ability to prevent 
future pandemics,” the 
WHO chief said during a 
weekly press conference. 

“We continue to call on 
China to share the data 
and conduct the stud-

ies we have requested, 
and which we continue 
to request. As I have said 
many times before, all hy-
potheses about the origins 
of this pandemic remain 
on the table,” he added. 
Tedros also expressed con-
cern about the evolving 
situation in China, with in-
creasing reports of severe 
disease. 

Three years after its 
emergence in China’s Wu-
han, exactly how SARS-
CoV-2 first emerged as 
a respiratory pathogen 
c ap ab l e  o f  su st a i n e d 
human-to-human trans-
m i s s i o n  r e m a i n s  t h e 
subject of active debate. 
Experts have put forward 
two dominant theories on 
the origins of the virus. 

The first theory is that 
SARS-CoV-2 is the result 
of a natural zoonotic spill-
over. The second theory is 
that the virus infected hu-
mans as a consequence of a 
research-related incident. 

continUed from page 1

nasal vaccine at rs 800 for 
private, rs 325 for govt hospitals
for those above 18 years of age. 

The vaccine will be available in private hospitals. The 
world›s first intranasal vaccine iNCOVACC® received 
both primary series and heterologous booster approval.

It is the world›s first Intranasal vaccine for Covid to re-
ceive approval for the primary 2-dose schedule and the 
heterologous booster dose. 

The vaccine iNCOVACC® had earlier received approval 
under restricted use in an emergency situation for ages 18 
and above for a primary 2-dose schedule. Phase III trials 
of the vaccine were conducted for safety, and immunoge-
nicity in 3,100 subjects, at 14 trial sites across India. 

The CoWIN platform will also be modified in this re-
gard.

china on mind: india looks to 
ramp up outreach to maoist pm 
Nepal would be part of this,” sources added.

Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist Centre (CPN-MC) 
Chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ was on Sun-
day appointed Nepal’s new Prime Minister. What India 
cannot shut its eyes to is that Prachanda and his backer 
KP Sharma Oli have some differences with India previ-
ously over territorial issues.

According to sources, India would like to see the visit of 
the new Nepalese Prime Minister to New Delhi so as to 
start engagement with his government soon. 

In fact, Prachanda had chosen to visit China first after 
becoming the prime minister of Nepal in 2008. However, 
after becoming the prime minister for the second term in 
2016, Prachanda visited New Delhi first.

Sources said that India will provide all necessary eco-
nomic help to Nepal which is facing a crisis at the moment. 
“New Delhi will help Kathmandu revive its economy, for 
which Prachanda’s visit to India would be quite impor-
tant,”  sources said. 

India will accelerate financing the projects which are 
already underway in Nepal where Beijing is eyeing to in-
crease geopolitical influence.

maharashtra passes resolution, 
to fight in SC ‘in full strength’ 
The Central Government should urge the Karnataka 
Government to implement the decision taken in the meet-
ing with the Union Home Minister and the government 
should be given an understanding to guarantee the safety 
of the Marathi people in the border areas, the resolution 
read. 

Earlier on Monday, Uddhav in the state Legislative Coun-
cil said, “It is not just a case of language and border, but of 
‘humanity’. Till the issue is pending before the Supreme 
Court, the Karnataka-occupied Maharashtra should be 
declared as a Union Territory by the central government.” 

Uddhav further said that Marathi people residing in the 
border villages have faced “injustice”. 

“Marathi-speaking people have been residing in the bor-
der villages for generations. Their daily life, language and 
lifestyle are Marathi. They do not understand Kannad,” 
he said speaking in the Upper House. 

Hitting out at the Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai, Uddhav said that he is showing any “calm” to-
wards the matter. Shiv Sena leader also stated that at the 
present, the states need to pass a resolution declaring 
“these areas” a union territory.

‘Not an inch’: Karnataka CM  
ups the ante 
such things since their case pending before the Supreme 
Court is very weak. 

“The resolution of the Karnataka Assembly is very clear 
and the State is clear in its stand which is constitutionally 
and legally valid. The people of both States are living cor-
dially. The Maharashtra politicians are known for such 
tricks as they know well that their case is very weak. The 
Karnataka government is committed to Kannadigas living 
in the neighbouring state. We are right constitutionally 
and legally,” Bommai added. 

Karnataka Congress president DK Shivakumar con-
demned the Maharashtra Assembly resolution and called 
it a political gimmick. 

“There is Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government in 
both States and in the Centre. There was no need to pass 
the resolution. It is done because of elections. We know 
how to protect our people. They might speak Marathi but 
live in Karnataka. We condemn this resolution,” Shivaku-
mar told reporters.

Sheezan breaks down during 
interrogation 

 Last journey of Tunisha in Mumbai on Tuesday. 

on the set of the television serial on 24 December. 
The deceased actor’s mother has claimed that Sheezan 

was cheating on Tunisha. On the basis of the statement 
of Tunisha’s mother, an FIR was registered and the actor 
was arrested. 

Sheezan has been in police custody for the last two days 
and we are continuously interrogating the accused,” said a 
police official. Police said they are trying to find out about 
Sheezan’s “secret girlfriend.”

According to the police, Sheezan broke down during 
interrogation in front of the female officer. When the lady 
police officer of Waliv police station reached to interrogate 
the accused, he started crying. For two consecutive days, 
he kept on narrating different theories for breaking up 
with Tunisha but when a woman officer questioned him, 
he started crying,” an official said. 

According to the woman officer, the actor did not open 
up and it was difficult to guess his emotions by looking at 
his body language till yesterday, but last night he started 
crying during interrogation. 

Female officer and Station House Officer Kailash Barve 
is set to interrogate Sheezan again. Whatever inquiry is 
being done on the basis of the family’s allegations. Shee-
zan has denied the existence of any other girl in his life,” 
said police. 

The investigation is progressing. So far, the statements of 
17 people related to the case have been recorded. Sheezan 
is changing his statement again and again. Till now he has 
not given any clear reason of the breakup. The statements 
of all the people who were present during the suicide on 
the set will be recorded,” said police. 

During the investigation, Sheezan behaved normally. 
“Because he is an actor, he might be trying to make it look 
like this. There is no sadness on his face but police are 
probing from every angle,” said police. 

The police said they are recording the statements of all 
those who were close to the two or had worked together 
with them. 

So far the police has not found anything that has indi-
cated that the pair had a fight, which is being claimed to 
have been the trigger for the alleged death by suicide of 

Tunisha. 
During his interrogation the actor has so far detailed 

three reasons to the police for ending his relationship with 
Tunisha. 

He has cited the age difference between the two for 
breaking up. Secondly, he said that they are both from dif-
ferent religions and thirdly he said that both their families 
were opposed to their relationship, so they broke up,” the 
police said. 

Police said they are taking help of experts to retrieve data 
of mobile phones of Tunisha and Sheezan.

Sheezan’s mother, sister attend 
tunisha’s last rites
of actor Sheezan have appealed for “respecting their fam-
ily’s privacy”. 

In a statement shared on Instagram, Shafaq Naaz 
and Falaq Naaz wrote, “As much as everyone is eager to 
know the ‘other side of the story’, we are equally curious 
to know, but for time being we’d like for you to allow us 
privacy in this grave situation. Both families are victims at 
this point. Let the right time come and we will address the 
matter for sure. But this is not the right time. 

A death is a painful situation everyone needs to hon-
our the privacy of the affected Families and give them the 
space to mourn and carry on with the funeral first.”

“It is such an unfortunate state that we lost a precious 
soul and another is arrested. Accusations have been lev-
eled against Sheezan and the police are investigating the 
case. Let police take the call. 

I am confident that an innocent guy has been framed 
without an application of mind. This situation has been 
overwhelming for the family members and we’d like to 
take this time to co-operate with the police and let the 
truth come out,” the statement read. 

dense to very dense fog conditions 
to prevail next 24 hours: imd

north Haryana and North Rajasthan. Cold to severe 
cold waves continue over Punjab, Haryana, North Ra-
jasthan and Delhi said scientist RK Jenamani, IMD. 
“Dense to very dense fog will continue to prevail in the 
belt. There will be an improvement on Dec 29 because of 
a western disturbance which will bring fresh snowfall in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Leh and Himachal Pradesh. 

There will be drizzle in north Punjab on Dec 29,” he added, 
According to RK Jenamani, fresh cold wave condi-
tions shall prevail again from December 31- January 1. 
In Delhi, the lowest temp of 4.0 degrees celsius was re-
corded at Aya Nagar and a cold wave is still prevailing at 
isolated places. 
From Dec 28 onwards there will be a significant improve-
ment as the cold wave will go due to western disturbance, 
stated Jenamani. 

bombay hc refuses interim relief 
to Chanda Kochhar
The CBI on Monday got three-day custody of Chanda, 
Deepak, and Videocon Group Chairman Venugopal 
Dhoot, a co-accused in the ICICI Bank money launder-
ing case.

Deepak Kochhar’s advocate Vikram Chaudhary said, “In 

the remand, it is said that Deepak Kochhar was not coop-
erating in the investigation but nothing is explained about 
how and why.” 

His advocate further said the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has already conducted an investigation. He said the 
investigation went on for six months but the CBI arrest-
ed Deepak Kochhar after he got bail. 

Chaudhary further alleged that Deepak Kochhar was 
arrested in an inhumane manner and the agency needs 
to explain his arrest. 

“Deepak Kochhar got bail in the ED case. The agency 
approached the Supreme Court challenging my client’s 
bail but it refused to intervene. My client was arrested in 
an inhumane manner at a time when his son’s marriage 
has been fixed. 

This is illegal. The arrest of Deepak Kochhar needs to 
be explained. It was not a routine arrest,” said Chaud-
hary. 

Chaudhary added that the arrest could not be made on 
the allegations alone.

“It is a 2017 case. If they think that my client committed 
a crime, why did they not arrest him for 5 years? This is 
a blatant misuse of power and a violation of my client’s 
fundamental rights,” said Chaudhary. 

He said the high court has said no offence was made 
out in all cases and even the Supreme Court refused to 
intervene in the matter.

Amit Desai, the advocate for Chanda Kochhar, told 
the court that there is no instance where the CBI filed a 
charge sheet against his client and she was found guilty 
as charged. 

“The CBI did not investigate for two days. How can it 
then say that my client is not cooperating?” Desai said. 

The CBI, in its charge sheet, said, “Dhoot has not dis-
closed full and true facts and for making proper in-
vestigation and taking the case to the logical end. He is 
required to be confronted with Chanda Kochhar and 
Deepak Kochhar.”

Kochhar’s advocate said they would not apply for bail 
immediately as the case is at the remand stage. 

The case is related to alleged irregularities and corrupt 
practices in the sanction of a Rs 1,875 crore loan dis-
bursed by ICICI Bank to the Videocon Group between 
2009 and 2011.

politics of competitive hindutva: 
BJP calls Rahul ‘hypocritical Hindu’
the Congress leaders won’t hesitate to do politics only for 
the sake of votes. It is in the DNA of Congress party lead-
ers,” he added. 

It is not wrong to call Rahul Gandhi a Hypocrite Hindu, 
said Gaurav. “When elections come, he becomes a hypo-
crite Hindu,” teased Bhatiya. “Why did PV Narasimha 
Rao or Sitaram Kesari not get proper respect? 

Whether it is Iron man Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel or Dr 
BR Ambedkar or Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, no one 
was given their deserved respect by the Congress,” al-
leged the BJP spokesperson. 

He said, “Dr BR Ambedkar and Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel received Bharat Ratna in 1990 and 1991. However, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira Gandhi were given Bharat 
Ratna by their own cabinets. Even Rajiv Gandhi also got 
Bharat Ratna in 1991.” 

He also said that it shows that Rahul Gandhi indulges in 
the politics of hypocrisy and it would be better if he thinks 
about the ideals of Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

Meanwhile, BJP General Secretary Dushyant Gautam 
said that Congressmen should roam naked as Lord Ram’s 
‘sena’ did.  Speaking to news agency, Gautam said, “If he 
is Ram’s avatar, then Rahul Gandhi should tell his ‘sena’ 
what he consumes that he doesn’t feel cold, why doesn’t 
his ‘sena’ roam without clothes... Congressmen should 
roam naked as Lord Ram’s ‘sena’ did.” 

The BJP leader further asked what Rahul Gandhi con-
sumes so that he doesn’t feel cold and suggested that he 
should share with other party leaders too. “Rahul Gandhi 
should tell which prasad he consumes, due to which he 
does not feel cold. He should also give the same prasad to 
his sena so that they too do not have to wear clothes in the 
cold,” he added.
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KERALA CM MEETS 
PM MODI IN DELHI
NEW DELHI: Kerala 
chief minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan on Tuesday 
called on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at the 
latter's official residence 
in the national capital. 
The Chief Minister's 
Office (CMO) released 
photographs of the 
meeting. The Kerala 
chief minister is in the 
capital to attend the 
politburo meeting of the 
CPM, which was held 
yesterday. The state 
government said, in a 
release, that the looming 
threat of another wave 
of Covid-19 and Kerala's 
preparedness to deal 
with it were discussed in 
the meeting.

ASSAM POLICE 
FOIL SMUGGLING 
BID, RESCUE 
CATTLE  
BISWANATH: The 
Assam Police foiled a 
smuggling attempt and 
rescued 24 cattle heads 
from a truck in Assam's 
Biswanath district, 
informed officials on 
Tuesday. "During Naka 
checking, we intercepted 
the truck, but the truck 
driver fled after seeing 
the police team. During 
the search, we found 24 
cattle heads in the truck 
and seized the vehicle. 
Out of 24 cattle, one 
cattle was found dead. 
Further investigation 
is on," police officer of 
Borgang police outpost, 
B. Bey said. 

HASMUKH ADHIA 
NAMED  CHIEF 
ADVISOR TO CM 
GANDHINAGAR: The 
Gujarat government on 
Tuesday said that the 
former Finance Secre-
tary Hasmukh Adhia had 
been appointed as chief 
advisor to Gujarat Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Pa-
tel.The government also 
appointed the former 
secretary with the roads 
and buildings depart-
ment of the state SS 
Rathore as the advisor to 
the chief minister. Adhia 
is a Gujarat cadre IAS 
officer, who moved to 
Delhi in November 2014 
as a secretary in the 
department of financial 
services after Narendra 
Modi took charge as the 
Prime Minister.

TRIPURA 
ANNOUNCES HIKE 
IN DA 
AGARTALA: Tripura 
government has 
announced a 12 per 
cent hike in Dearness 
Allowance and Dearness 
Relief for its employees 
and pensioners with 
effect from 1 December. 
With this revision, the 
total DA hike announced 
by the current BJP-led 
government that came 
to power in 2018 has 
gone up to 20 per cent 
from 8 per cent. "Today 
announced 12 percent 
hike in DA/DR for the 
employees & pensioners. 
Besides, also declared 
over 50 percent hike 
in remuneration of 
DRWs MRWs PTWs, and 
Contingent workers. The 
decisions will benefit 
around 1,94,000 persons/ 
families and will have a 
positive impact on the 
overall development," 
Chief Minister Manik 
Saha tweeted. 

TOP OF THE DAY
LAND GRAB 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on Tuesday 
called the Gandhi 

family a “Kattar Papi Pari-
var” of India while accus-
ing their son-in-law Robert 
Vadra of land grabbing in 
Rajasthan.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, BJP leader Gaurav Bha-
tia claimed that the Congress 
government in Rajasthan be-
tween 2008-13, grabbed 125 
bighas of land from farmers. 
Accusing the Gandhi family 
of being embroiled in cor-
ruption and helping Robert 
Vadra in grabbing land from 
farmers in Rajasthan, Bhatia 
used the phrase “Kattar Papi 
Parivar”, which would mean 
a “hardcore corrupt family.”

“There is a ‘Kattar Papi 

Parivar’ in India. Their work 
is to grab the land of farmers 
and hand it over to their son-
in-law Robert Vadra. During 
the Congress government in 
Rajasthan from 2008-13, 125 
bighas of land were bought 
from farmers and allotted 
to two people Hariram and 
Natharam,” said Bhatia.

He further said that when 
the BJP government came to 
power in Rajasthan, an FIR 

was registered.
“When the police and ED 

investigated the case, it was 
found that both these per-
sons do not exist and are fic-
titious,” he said.

Bhatia said that the land 
in question was later sold to 
Skyline Hospitality in which 
Robert Vadra and his mother 
are partners.

“Corrupt Gandhi family 
thinks, it is beyond the reach 

of law but no one can escape 
PM Modi’s honesty and 
probe agency’s dedication,” 
he said. The BJP leader also 
claimed that even when the 
Congress government was 
in Haryana, the land of the 
farmers was grabbed.

Gaurav Bhatia had earlier 
highlighted the corruption 
charges against the Gandhi 
family in the National Her-
ald Money laundering case.

While referring to the cor-
ruption probe against Sonia 
Gandhi and Rahul, both for-
mer Congress presidents, 
in the National Herald case, 
Bhatia said, “They are the 
most corrupt family in Indi-
an politics. Three members 
of the family are out on bail 
in corruption cases. It is a se-
rious matter of concern for a 
government with zero toler-
ance for corruption.”
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BJP CALLS GANDHIS ‘KATTAR 
PAPI PARIVAR’, TARGETS VADRA 

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

IN UTTAR PRADESH

MHA’S NOD TO CHANGE NAMES OF
MUNDERA BAZAAR AND TELIA AFGHAN

Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) has given its ap-
proval to the Uttar Pradesh 
government to change the 
name of Gorakhpur district’s 
‘Mundera Baazar’ municipal 
council to ‘Chauri Chaura’ 
and Deoria district’s ‘Te-
lia Afghan’ village to ‘Telia 
Shukla’.

The Ministry gave the 
approval on 6 October, on 
recommendations of the 
Uttar Pradesh government 
following due procedure, 
sources said on Tuesday. 
A ‘no-objection’ certificate 
has also been provided to 
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment allowing it to change 

the name of the municipal 
council ‘Mundera Baazar’ 
in Gorakhpur district to 
‘Chauri-Chaura’ and that of 
‘Telia Afghan’ village in Deo-
ria district to ‘Telia Shukla’, 
the source added.

MHA considers propos-
als from states for renaming 
particular places according 
to the existing guidelines 
and in consultations with 
the agencies concerned. The 
Ministry further gives its 
‘no-objection’ certificate to 
change the name of a par-
ticular place.

It gives the approval the 
change of name of any place 
after taking no objections 
from the Ministry of Rail-
ways, Department of Posts 
and Survey of India. These 

organisations have to con-
firm that there is no such 
city, town or village in their 
records with a name similar 
to the proposed one.

For changing the name of a 
village or town or city, an ex-
ecutive order is needed. The 
renaming of a state requires 
an amendment of the Consti-
tution with a simple majority 
in Parliament.

In 2020, the MHA ap-
proved the renaming of the 
Manduadih railway station 
in Uttar Pradesh as ‘Banaras’ 
following a request from the 
state government. Similarly 
in 2019, the MHA had ap-
proved the renaming of 
Allahabad as Prayagraj as 
sought by the Uttar Pradesh 
government. 
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ACTION

Two Russians entered Mumbai’s 
Tardeo tower to make video, arrested 

The Mumbai Police on Mon-
day arrested two Russian 
YouTubers who allegedly 
entered the Imperial Twin 
Towers in the Tardeo area 
to record a stunt video.

They have been identified 
as Roman Proshin (33) and 
Maksim Shcherbakow (25). 
The police have informed 
the Russian Consulate about 
it.

The two allegedly barged 
into the society as they want-

ed to record a stunt video.
There is a 60-storey resi-

dential twin tower in Tar-
deo, one of the high-profile 

areas of Mumbai.
“The guard saw them and 

caught them, and contacted 
the police. During interro-

gation, both of them told the 
police that they had gone up 
the stairs to the 58th floor 
of a tower and were going 
to come down from outside 
while performing a stunt 
and had to record a video of 
their stunt,” police said.

The police registered the 
case after their video went 
viral on social media. The 
case has been registered un-
der sections 452 and 34 of 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

The Police will today pro-
duce both the accused in 
Girgaon court.
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IN MAHARASHTRA 

Opposition MLAs 
protest with folk songs 

The opposition MLAs in 
Maharashtra carried on 
with their protest on Tues-
day during the winter ses-
sion of the Assembly, but 
today, they chose traditional 
folk songs to express them-
selves.

The opposition MLAs 
were singing traditional folk 
songs on the steps of Vidhan 
Bhavan with an aim to attack 
the government policies and 
alleged irregularities and 
corruption by state minis-
ters. Staging a protest on 
the stairs of Vidhan Bhavan 
on Monday, the Opposition 
members accused State Min-
ister Abdul Sattar of corrup-
tion and irregularities, call-
ing for his sacking from the 
Cabinet.

 Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balas-
aheb Thackeray) leader and 

former state minister Aad-
itya Thackeray said it was 
incumbent on Abdul Sattar 
to step down in light of the 
corruption charges against 
him.

“We have all the documents 
and evidence to prove his 
misdeeds - be it the Teacher 
Eligibility Test (TET) scam 
or objectionable remarks 

against NCP MP Supriya 
Sule,” said Aaditya Thacker-
ay. The Opposition accused 
the Chief Minister as well 
for his alleged involvement 
in the land scams. The pro-
tracted border issue between 
Karnataka and Maharashtra 
has repeatedly disrupted the 
winter session of the Maha-
rashtra Assembly session.

DEMAND 
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Congress stages dharna, demands CBI 
inquiry into Ankita murder case

Senior Congress leader and 
former Uttarakhand Chief 
Minister Harish Rawat sat 
on a 24-hour dharna with 
several congress supporters 
and leaders at Gandhi Park 
in Dehradun, demanding a 
CBI inquiry into the Ankita 
Bhandari murder case and 
disclosure of the names of 
VIPs involved.

The former CM sat on the 
Dharna from Monday af-
ternoon and said that the 
public wants answers to 
the questions in the Ankita 
murder case. “The public 
wants to know on whose 
orders a bulldozer was fired 

at the resort, why the resort 
was not sealed, how the fire 
broke out twice despite the 
presence of the police in the 
resort,” said Rawat. The 
body of 19-year-old Ankita, 
who worked as a reception-
ist at a resort run by Pulkit 
Arya, the son of expelled 

BJP leader Vinod Arya, was 
recovered from Chilla canal 
in Rishikesh on 24 Septem-
ber.

She was reported missing 
for at least six days before 
the officials found her body.

Pulkit Arya was arrested 
for allegedly pushing her 

into the canal following 
an altercation. Two more 
people - Ankit Gupta and 
Saurabh Bhaskar, have also 
been arrested in the case.

On December 4, the Ut-
tarakhand Police said that 
the investigation into the 
Ankita Bhandari murder 
case is almost complete. The 
only procedure that remains 
is the Narco tests of the ac-
cused, for which they had 
sought permission from the 
Kotdwar court to conduct 
Narco and Polygraph tests 
of all three accused.

Rawat said that people 
want to know the name of 
the VIP to whom Ankita 
had refused to provide spe-
cial services, 
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COMMAND

BJP DEMANDS PROBE INTO CORRUPTION 
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST LDF CONVENOR 

Kerala BJP Chief K Suren-
dran on Tuesday demanded 
a probe into the allegations 
of corruption against Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) 
convenor EP Jayarajan, lev-
elled by P Jayarajan, a senior 
leader of CPI(M) from Kan-
nur last week during a party 
meeting.

In a major embarrassment 
for the CPM in Kerala, senior 
party leader P Jayarajan has 
reportedly levelled corrup-
tion charges against LDF 
convener EP Jayarajan. Dur-
ing the meeting, P Jayarajan 
made allegations against 
EP Jayarajan related to a 
financial irregularity in an 

ayurvedic resort. EP Jayara-
man’s son is associated with 
the project. Chief minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan was also in 
the meeting.

“We demand an investi-
gation by agencies because 
when he was a minister, he 
amassed illegal property and 
a deposited huge amount of 
money in a private firm,” 
Kerala BJP Chief K Suren-
dran said.

“This is not an intra-party 
dispute. It is a clear case of 
corruption and illegal acqui-
sition of properties. Large-
scale corruption is going on 
in CPI(M). Top leaders are 
involved in corruption, and 
money-making. So this has 
to be thoroughly investigat-
ed. We demand an investiga-

tion by agencies,” P Jayarajan 
alleged.

“There are allegations that 
top CPI(M) leaders invested 
crores and crores of public 
money in many cooperative 
banks and private institu-
tions. We demand a strong 
enquiry into these allega-
tions, “Jayarajan alleged.

P Jayarajan said that this 
is not China. “This is India, 
adding it has a constitution 
and the rule of law”.

“It has to be investigated by 
the agencies, not by party. It 
has to be investigated by 
agencies. We demand an en-
quiry by agencies,” he said.

Minister for state for eter-
nal affairs V Muraleedharan 
alleged, “only a tip of the ice-
berg has come out. 

BJP leader Gaurav Bhatia (left) and Robert Vadra.

Opposition MLAs used folk songs to protest outside  assembly.

PROHIBITION

KARNATAKA: 
SECTION 144 
IMPOSED, BAN ON 
LIQUOR EXTENDED
TDG NETWORK  
MANGALURU

The prohibitory orders un-
der section 144 of the CrPC 
imposed in some areas and 
the liquor ban have been ex-
tended till 29 December .

The prohibitory orders 
imposed in Surathkal, Ba-
jpe, Kavoor and Panamburu 
police station limit have been 
extended till 6.00 am on 29 
December by the city police 
commissioner N Shashiku-
mar. The ban on liquor sales 
is extended till 10.00 am on 
29 December.

Earlier Police commis-
sioner imposed Section 144 
of CrPC in Surathkal, Bajpe, 
Kavoor & Panambur PS limit 
in Mangaluru.
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IN ANDHRA PRADESH

NEWBORN FOUND IN THORNY 
ROADSIDE BUSH, RESCUED

A newborn baby was found 
in a thorny bush along a 
road near Ibrahimpatnam, 
police informed on Tues-
day.

Ibrahimpatnam circle 
inspector Sridhar said 
some locals found the baby 
abandoned in the bush and 
sent word to the police. Her 
mother, identified as Divya, 
who was admitted to a hos-
pital in Osmanabad with 

severe stomach cramps, 
died from frequent fits.

“Divya was admitted to 
Osmania Hospital in Hy-
derabad on 23 December 
and died from frequent 
fits,” Ibrahimpatnam circle 
inspector Sridhar said.

The father, identified as 
Mohammad Shahbaz, al-
legedly left the child to die 
in the bush, police said, 
adding that he was appre-
hended.

The circle inspector 
said Shahbaz, a native of 

Machilipatnam, had been 
living in with Divya of 
Gudivada in Hyderabad 
over the last few years.

They became parents to 
a baby girl after moving in 
together, police said.

“Shahbaz left the baby 
in the thorny bushes at 
Ibrahimpatnam Mandal 
Donabanda, while taking 
Divya to the hospital in an 
ambulance. Locals noticed 
the infant out in the open 
and informed the police,” 
the circle inspector said.

Two Russians who entered Mumbai's Tardeo tower were arrested

Former Uttarakhand CM Harish Rawat stages dharna .
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GANGA-PADMA RIVER

ADHIR WRITES TO PM, FLAGS 
'PERPETUAL EROSION'OF RIVER

Congress MP Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury on Tuesday 
wrote to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi about the 
alarming situation caused 
by the “perpetual river ero-
sion” along the banks of 
the Ganges and the Padma 
across the districts of Malda, 
Murshidabad and Nadia in 
West Bengal and urged PM 
to tackle the decades-old 
problem of erosion during 
the ‘Namami Gange’ review 
meeting which is scheduled 
to be held in Kolkata.

As a five-time elected MP 
from the district of Murshid-
abad, He raised the above-
mentioned issue in the Par-

liament umpteen times but 
no long-term river erosion 
resistance project has yet 
been undertaken with due 
seriousness to save thou-
sands of people from fall-
ing victims to the recurrent 
tragedy wrought by river 
erosion. “To bring to your 
kind notice the alarming sit-
uations caused by the almost 
perpetual erosion along the 
banks of the Ganges and the 
Padma across the districts 
of Malda, Murshidabad and 
Nadia and to the agonised 
cries of thousands of people 
who have lost their agricul-
tural lands, houses and other 
assets,” the letter read.

“Up to 2004, the Ganges 
had eroded 356 square km 
of fertile land and displaced 

around 80,000 people in the 
period 1988 - 1994, in Mur-
shidabad district. Erosion 
along the banks of the Ganga 
had washed away more than 
50 houses, two temples and 
acres of agricultural land 
in the Shamserganj area in 
2020,” he wrote in a letter to 
PM Modi.

“The loss suffered by West 
Bengal is enormous in terms 
of the damage to public utili-
ties, private property and ag-
ricultural land. It’s doubtless 
a matter of deep concern that 
over the past two decades, an 
estimated 2,800 hectares of 
fertile land had been washed 
away by the river and that the 
damage to properties, public 
and private, amounted to Rs 
1,000 crore,” he added.



On Monday, Ukrai-
n i a n  P r e s i d e n t 
Volodymyr Zelen-

skyy telephoned Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
sought India’s support for 
the implementation of the 
peace plan, and wished for a 
successful India’s G20 presi-
dency, which is ongoing. He 
also thanked Prime Minister 
Modi for humanitarian aid. 
In reply, Modi pressed Zel-
enskyy for a ceasefire and 
asked him for discussions 
and dialogue with Russia. 
Three months ago, at the 
Samarkand summit, Modi 
told Putin: “It’s not the era of 
war.” It got a lot of attention 
in western media and politi-
cal circles. He also expressed 
firm conviction to both lead-
ers that “There cannot be a 
military solution for a con-
flict and conveyed readiness 
to any peace efforts.”

India has adopted father of 
nation Mahatma Gandhi’s 
words: “There is no path to 
Peace, Peace is the Path.” 
With 1.4 billion people as 
the largest democracy in 
the world and with USD 3.5 
trillion GDP as 5th largest 
economy, India’s moves will 
always have special atten-
tion in the world.

During the cold war era, 
though India maintained 
good relations with the 
USSR, but India never opted 
to join any of the two camps 
i.e., the USA or the USSR. 
India has played its role in 
the world wherever peace 
is needed. India shaped the 
UN by providing a peace-
keeping force, and it is one 
of the most vocal advocates 
for Peace. India has a long 
history in peacekeeping in 
the world. Since 1948, In-
dia has contributed more 
than 2,53,000 personnel to 
the United Nations peace-
keeping operations (UN-
PKO), which is the largest 
contribution for any other 
country in the world. In-
dian peacekeeping forces 
have served in 49 of the 71 
UNPK operations, and cur-
rently, Indian forces are de-
ployed in 8 operations out 
of 13 active peacekeeping 
operations. Currently, more 
than 5500 Indian person-
nel are serving peacekeep-
ing operations, which is the 
fifth largest contributor to 
the peace mission by UNO. 
India’s contribution to the 
UNPK started in the 1950 
Korean War, where India’s 
mediatory role led to the 
armistice to end the Korean 
War. The UN entrusted the 
Indian armed forces with 
subsequent peacekeeping 
missions in Africa, the Mid-
dle East, and Cyprus. India 
was the first country to send 
an all-women personnel 
group to restore peace in 
Liberia through UNPKO in 
2007. These women officers 
not only played a significant 
role in restoring peace in 

West African countries and 
also contributed to increas-
ing the number of women 
officers in the Liberian army 
and police sector.

Apart from that, most of 
the western countries are 
criticizing India for buying 
crude oil from Russia when 
Western and G7 countries 
are sanctioning Russia and 
restricting themselves from 
purchasing oil from Rus-
sia. India’s oil imports from 
Russia steadily increased 
from February. Russia has 
emerged as the largest oil 
supplier to India for the 
continuous second month. 
Russian oil accounted for 
23% of India’s total imports. 
As the European Union 
imposed a ban on Rus-
sia’s oil, Russia may find a 
larger space in the Asian 
market. Indian oil imports 
from Russia are motivated 
by economics rather than 
politics. India has no politi-
cal interest in the Ukraine 
war, and western countries 
are interested in convert-
ing Ukraine’s war into an 
end game for Moscow and 
Putin. Because of the west’s 
political interest, they have 
taken down Ukraine’s per 
capita. Now Ukraine’s per 
capita is just above India’s 
per capita. As a developing 
country and with adverse 
effects of Covid-19, the In-
dian government has more 
interest in its civilian society, 
which is the first priority for 
any government. In fact, In-
dia has no other option than 
purchasing oil from Russia 
as other sectors like fertil-
izers production and food 
supply are uncertain due to 
the war and Covid-19. Espe-
cially developing countries, 
poor countries, and the 
Global South are affected 
with the ongoing war by 
increasing inflation, sup-
ply chain disruption, food 
insecurity, and elevation of 
financial instability risks. 
The G7 countries, which 
are leading economies in 

the world, have adopted the 
$60 price cap on Russian 
oil to limit Russia’s ability 
to invest in Ukraine’s war. 
This price cap would help 
in forcing down the prices, 
and it would lead to more oil 
imports from Russia to In-
dia, China, and other Asian 
countries.

Because of India’s continu-
ous efforts, last week Putin 
commented that he wants 
to end the war. Before that, 
when Putin announced 
Ukraine’s invasion in Feb-
ruary of this year. Everyone 
thought that Russia might 
invade Ukraine in weeks. 
Russia also fervently be-
lieved that it would invade 
Ukraine and win quickly. 
But Russia took months 
to capture some parts of 
Ukraine; the Russian army 
gained ground in the south 
and east Ukraine, includ-
ing Kherson, Luhansk, Do-
netsk, and Zaporizhzhya. 
Even after months, Russia 
failed to gain Kyiv. When 
Putin announced the inva-
sion in February, he might 
have thought that Europe 
and the US may not interfere 

or give support to Ukraine. 
Though the US and Europe 
were not involved in the war 
directly, they have extended 
their support to Ukraine to 
counter Russia by provid-
ing financial support and 
arms supply. Result of that, 
Russia failed to hold the 
gained portions of Ukraine. 
Ukraine succeeded in the 
counter-offensive by taking 
back Kherson and Kupy-
ansk, Lyman. As western 
countries are sanctioning 
Russia, it’s facing a finan-
cial crunch for the invasion 
of Ukraine. Result of that, 
the Ukraine war is uncer-
tain for Russia. Now, Putin 
is looking for an honorable 
exit, which Ukraine and the 
West are denying. At the 
same time, Putin cannot af-
ford an indefinite war and 
is facing many problems in 
his country. So far, Putin 
may not have won the war, 
but his army sunk Ukraine’s 
economy.

Last week Zelenskyy vis-
ited the US and addressed 
lawmakers of the US. Presi-
dent Joe Biden has pledged 
$1.85 billion in military aid 

to Ukraine. He also offered 
advanced missile systems 
to guard against Russian at-
tacks. Another $45 billion 
of emergency assistance to 
Ukraine is before the US 
senate for approval. Some 
Republicans are unhappy 
about Biden’s aid to Ukraine 
as US money is going out. 
The US and Europe should 
also insist on Ukraine ceas-
ing the war.

As India is holding the 
G20 presidency this year, 
many group countries have 
different opinions on the 
war. But everyone wants a 
peaceful resolution as the 
war adversely impacts the 
global economy. This year, 
the global economy wit-
nessed adverse effects be-
cause of Covid-19 and the 
ongoing war. World coun-
tries are not ready to dete-
riorate the economic crisis. 
Now, It is the time for India 
to force both sides to cease 
the war and encourage them 
for the negotiations and dis-
cussion.
Venkatakrishna Rao. K is a  
Research Scholar at IIT Vara-
nasi

India: A peace advocate 
of the world
India has adopted father of nation Mahatma Gandhi’s words: “There is 
no path to Peace, Peace is the Path.” With 1.4 billion people as the largest 
democracy in the world and with USD 3.5 trillion GDP as 5th largest 
economy, India’s moves will always have special attention in the world.

Ukraine wants India to end its war with Russia. 

MaxiMuM learning 

‘Peace is the Path’

It’s the end of the year and a time for stock tak-
ing. Politically speaking this is the year where the 
Congress Party attempted yet another reinvention 
holding inner party elections that saw the eleva-
tion of Mallikarjun Kharge as the party president. 
Rahul Gandhi too embarked on another rediscov-
ery of himself with the Bharat Jodo Yatra, the suc-
cess of which surprised most of his critics as well 
as his supporters. The young Gandhi seems to 
have successfully lost the Pappu tag which his de-
tractors had foisted on him. But what he does with 
this new found gravitas is another story as the 
yatra is still to pay electoral dividends. Then again 
its early days for we are mid-yatra but clearly Ra-
hul is enjoying the adulation (surely not all can be 
choreographed?) and seems determined to finish 
his walkathon.

The BJP, in the meanwhile, is staying at status 
quo with the PM hogging the top slot. Eight years 
into his Prime Ministership, Narendra Modi re-
mains unchallenged especially after his party 
swept the Gujarat polls. Losing or even a dent in 
his home state would have raised question marks 
about his ability to lead. The sweeping mandate 
has merely served to reinforce the obvious.

However, the recent round of polls did throw 
up an interesting challenger in the form of Ar-
vind Kejriwal who did not usurp the place of 
the principal opposition party in Gujarat but his 
campaign dominated the headlines much more 
than the Congress one and he has bagged a size-
able share of the vote share to live another day. 
Clearly if Rahul Gandhi does not get his politi-
cal narrative in place, then it is Kejriwal who will 
dominate the headlines in any fight against Modi. 

And while no one is predicting the rise of AAP in 
time for the 2024 polls, Kejriwal knows well how 
to plan ahead. In fact his politics of disruption will 
find takers amongst those unhappy with the BJP 
much more than the Congress brand of work-in-
progress. 

The year also saw India assume the Presiden-
cy of the G20 amidst heightened tensions with 
China at the Arunachal border. This along with 
the economy will be the biggest challenge for the 
Prime Minister in 2023. While few doubt that the 
BJP will return to power in 2024, there is a real 
concern about the jobless growth and the aggres-
sive encroachment at our borders. The BJP also 
needs to build a second rung of leadership, while 
the Congress needs to get its first rung in place. 

All in all the stage is set for a politically 
feisty 2023.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
Fight For second slot

it’s now 
rePositioning of 
rahul vs disruPtion 
of Kejriwal 

Surrounded by lush green 
forests, Dongargaon is 
small village in Latur dis-
trict of Maharashtra (a pop-
ulation of mere 4500) that 
witnessed a large number 
of Covid deaths during the 
pandemic.  Many children 
were orphaned overnight, 
their daily lives uprooted, 
forcing them to drop out of 
school and into child labour.   

Like when 15-year-old 
Baliram’s father succumbed 

to Covid, he was forced to 
stop his Class 10 studies and 
accompanied his mother (a 
daily wage worker) to work 
alongside her to make ends 
meet. Although Baliram had 
grandparents, they were 
too old to take care of him. 
Eventually the running of 
the entire household fell on 
his young shoulders making 
him financially and emo-
tionally vulnerable. 

The pandemic and the 
lockdown that followed 
was responsible for many 
children being kept out of 
schools for the longest pe-
riod of time. For nearly 16-
18 months, children faced 
many hurdles in their desire 
to complete their school edu-
cation.  We witnessed many 
out-of-school children, being 
highly susceptible to eco-
nomic exploitation, abuse, 
physical violence, traffick-
ing, early marriage, etc.  Post 

reopening of schools too, we 
found children disconnected 
not only from attending nor-
mal school hours but also 
from their subjects. 

It was common to find 
many children between 
Classes 6 and 8 facing dif-
ficulties in Maths, solving 
simple additional and sub-
traction problems as well 
as fractions and integers or 
even basic grammar in Lan-
guages was too much of a 
task for them. Their earlier 
routine of structured learn-
ing had changed and many 
were facing adjustment is-
sues as well. Added to that 
their inability to cope with 
their studies was widely evi-
dent thus resulting in many 
children dropping out of 
schools. 

As an organization that has 
been working for welfare of 
the child across all levels, it 
was crucial to address this 

issue. To address this issue 
and get the children back 
into the classrooms, noted 
NGO CRY introduced the 
short-term Bridge School 
Programme in August 2021 
for children between Classes 
6 to 12 especially for children 
who seemed to be at the risk 
of becoming dropouts and 
child labourers. 

The key objective of the 
programme was to enable 
children to reconnect with 
their school education and 
at the same time provide 
them with necessary con-
fidence to go back into the 
classrooms.    In order to run 
the programme effectively, 
digital tablets were given to 
teachers (mostly graduates 
who were roped in from the 
communities itself and who 
had completed their short 
term teacher training pro-
grammes or who could teach 
children) and were provided 

hands on training so as to 
understand the subject in 
detail. A time table was set 
by them to conduct study 
classes and the study ses-
sions which were attended 
by groups of children from 
the existing as well as the 
neighbouring villages. 

Home visits by teachers 
were one of the key areas of 
programme as we believe 
that home visits not only 
help in building better bond 
between the child and the 
teacher but also between the 
family as well.  

Even when schools re-
opened, the study sessions 
continued, helping children 
ease children back into their 
daily school routine. The 
content of the sessions were 
linked to the class specific 
curriculum and relevant 
state board syllabus as well.  
The programme was kick-
started in the intervention 

areas in the states of Chhat-
tisgarh, Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra and later expanded 
all over the country. 

Nationally, the NGO till 
August this year has been 
successfully running 175 
centers in 48 districts cov-
ering 15 states. Every center 
has a single dedicated teach-
er. Today we have a total of 
24,708 children attending 
these centers that include 
23,008 children belonging 
to Classes 6 to 8 and 1,700 
children belonging to Class-
es 9 to 12. Approximately 
Approx. 97% of children 
(23,873) who were attending 
the bridge centers are now 
regularly attending schools.    

It was due to one such 
teachers’ visit at Baliram’s 
home that the latter’s condi-
tion came to light. Baliram, 
was an able student and 
wanted to study further.  His 
family condition had crip-

pled him mentally, yet the 
boy was keen on realizing 
his dreams. The teacher on 
learning of Baliram’s dreams 
and goals, encouraged him to 
attended our bridge course 
classes post his work where 
he was brought upto speed 
on his studies and later rein-
troduced into the classroom.  
Baliram used to work at day 
and study at night as that 
was the only time available 
for him. 

Though Mathematics and 
English were his favorite 
subjects, his interest in them 
had waned as his school was 
closed for a year and a half. 
Through the bridge courses, 
he was able to rekindle his 
interest in them.  Similarly 
like Baliram, Janana Sri of 
Class 6 from Perungarai in 
Tamil Nadu too struggled 
in Maths and English. She 
could hardly read or write 
and in Maths was unable to 

follow up on basics like addi-
tion, subtraction, multiplica-
tion and division methods. 

Janana, too like Baliram 
has lost her father to CO-
VID. Her mother is a daily 
wage worker and she is cur-
rently being brought up by 
one of her relatives. After at-
tending CRY’s bridge school 
regularly she is now scoring 
70-75% in the same subjects 
and is confident to study fur-
ther in them. 

Apart from reintroducing 
them to school, the bridge 
courses have been a big help 
in strengthening the social 
and emotional learning of 
children as well.  Today like 
Baliram, there are many 
more boys and girls who are 
getting back into the class-
rooms, giving their life a 
second chance. 
The Author is the Regional Di-
rector of Child Rights and You 
– CRY (West) 
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The Bombay High 
Court in the case 
observed and has re-

cently taken a strong excep-
tion for disclosure of a rape 
victim’s name in the plea 
and has imposed costs of Rs. 
5000 on the law firm that 
drafted the petition.

The division bench com-
prising of Justice Revati 
Mohite Dere and Justice 
Prithviraj Chavan observed 
and has stated that the ad-
vocates often don’t refrain 
from using the victim’s 
name despite Section 228A 
of Indian Penal Code, 1860, 
wherein mandating the 
non-disclosure of the rape 
victim’s name and a 2-year 
punishment prescribed for 
the disclosure.

The court observed that 
despite of Section 228A of 
the Indian Penal Code, 1860 
and despite of repeatedly 
telling the Advocates that it 
is an offence for not disclos-
ing the name of the pros-
ecutrix which is punishable 
with two years and the name 
of the prosecutrix is being 
disclosed in the aforesaid 
petition. Therefore, the law 
firm who drafted the peti-
tion for depositing costs of 
Rs.5,000/- with the Kirti-

kar Law Library within two 
weeks.

The order was passed by 
the bench while hearing 
a petition filed by the ac-
cused for quashing an FIR 
registered against him by 
the Pune police under Sec-
tion 376 (rape), Section 406 
(criminal breach of trust), 
and Section 420 (cheating) 
of the Indian Penal Code, 
1860.

In the present case, Advo-
cate Zaid Anwar Qureshi 

instructed by law firm Hu-
lyalkar & Associates was 
representing the petitioner. 
Before the court, he sought 
leave for amending the peti-
tion and mask the name of 
the prosecutrix wherever 
it appears in the petition 
which includes the cause 
title of the aforesaid plea.

However, the court grant-
ed the amendment and has 
imposed cost on the law firm. 
Further, it has been asked by 
the petitioner to amend the 

petition and has also issued 
notices to the respondents.

The court stated that a 
notice has bee issued on 
the amendment being car-
ried out, to the respondents 
returnable on 08.02.2023. 
Thus, the learned AAP 
waives notice on behalf of 
the Respondent No.2-State.

Accordingly, the bench in 
the case deferred the pro-
ceedings before the trial 
court till the next date of 
hearing on 08.02.2023.

IN COURT

BOMBAY HIGH COURT: IMPOSED 
RS 5000 COST ON LAW FIRM 
FOR DISCLOSING RAPE 
VICTIM’S NAME IN PETITION
TDG NETWORK 

The Kerala High Court in 
the case Arun v. Reshma 
observed and has stated that 
the wife not being able to 
lead a peaceful life in matri-
monial home, there may not 
always be ‘cruelty’ in view of 
the particular circumstanc-
es but the same could be a 
reasonable ground to deny 

‘joint residence’ and same 
does not grant the husband 
any discretion to deny pay-
ment of maintenance. 

The bench headed by Jus-
tice A. Badharudeen ob-
served while dealing with an 
argument that wife may not 
be legally entitled for getting 
maintenance from husband 
after leaving matrimonial 
home voluntarily.

The court stated that when 
a party seeks divorce on the 
ground of cruelty, there 
shall be sufficient pleadings 
wherein alleging cruelty, 
and an evidence to prove 
the cruelty, to succeed in the 
divorce petition. But differ-
ence of opinion otherwise, 
in view of the particular cir-
cumstances at the matrimo-
nial home, however, the wife 
could not lead a peaceful life 
time and the same shall not 
always be ‘cruelty’, but these 
are also being a reason-
able grounds to deny joint 
residence. The court in such 
cases held that there would 
be wilful discretion to deny 

payment of maintenance.
It has earlier been directed 

by the Family Court to a 
man, who being the revision 
petitioner, to pay Rs 4,000 
maintenance to his wife who 
had claimed the same un-
der Section 125(1) of Code of 
Criminal Procedure. Before 
the High Court, in the revi-
sion plea, it has been argued 
by the Husband that since 
she had left his company 
voluntarily and without any 
justified reasons and he had 
no liability for paying of the 
maintenance to his wife.

It has been contended by 
the counsel appearing for 
the husband that the wife is 
not being legally being enti-
tled for getting maintenance 
since she has been willingly 
residing separately and that 
the case which is filed by the 
respondent on the ground 
of cruelty ended in acquittal.

Further, the court stated 
that in the evidence it has 
been suggested that the wife 
left the matrimonial home 
since she could not reside 
there due to the particular 
circumstances prevailing 
over there.

Therefore, it has also 
been stated by the court 
that in view of the above , 
there being no reason to 
hold that the respondent 
is not entitled to get main-
tenance. Thus, it can only 
confirm the entitlement 
of maintenance found by  
the Family Court.

The court while consider-
ing the fact that the women 
remarried in September 
2022, it has been observed 
by the court that the entitle-
ment of maintenance ceased 
from the date of remarriage.

Adding to it, the court 
stated that revision petition 

is bound to clear the mainte-
nance till this date.

The maintenance amount 
has been reduced by the 
court amounting to Rs 3,500 
after observing that actual 
income of the husband was 
not fully established. 

Accordingly, the court or-
dered that it has been direct-
ed in the revision petition for 
clearing the entire arrears at 
the rate of Rs.3,500/- per 
month, starting from the 
date of petition till the date of 
remarriage, within a period 
of thirty days and on failure 
to do so, the respondents 
are at a liberty for executing 
the modified order, in accor-
dance with law.

The counsel, Advocate M R 
Sarin appeared for the Revi-
sion Petitioner

The counsel, Advocate 
Badra Kumari K V appeared 
for the Respondent.

IN COURT

Kerala High Court: Upholding 
Grant Of Maintenance To Wife 
Voluntarily Left Husband, Failed To 
Prove Cruelty Charge Against Him.
TDG NETWORK 

The Madras High Court in 
the case S Lawrence Vim-
alraj v. The Registrar (Judi-
cial) and others observed 
that conferring the status of 
Senior Advocate on an Ad-
vocate is a privilege and not a 
post, the court dismissed the 
plea seeking for reservation 
of women in designation of 
Senior Advocate.

The court stated that con-
ferring the status of Senior 
Advocate on a Advocate qua 
Section 16 of ‘The Advocates 
Act, 1961 (25 of 1961)’ is clear-
ly a privilege and is not a post. 
Thus, any prayer made for 
reservation is misplaced.

The bench comprising of 
Justice M Sundar and Justice 
N Satish Kumar observed 
while hearing a petition by S 
Lawrence Vimalraj, where-
in seeking equal numbers 
or 30% of reservation for 
women advocates in the con-
ferment of the designation of 
Senior Advocates.

The court while dismissing 
the petition stated that the 
petitioner does not have any 
locus standi to go forward 
with the petition as he is nei-
ther an applicant nor an ag-
grieved person whose rights 
have been affected.

The court stated that there 
can be no two opinion that 
the writ petitioner has no 
locus qua captioned writ 
petition as he not being an 
applicant and a positive 
averment has been made by 
him that was captioned writ 
petition is not a Public Inter-
est Litigation.

It has also been noted by 
the court that only nine 
were women candidates 
out of the 161 candidates 
who had applied for the 
designation of Senior Advo-
cate. On the other hand, out 
of this, only 7 candidates 
had appeared before the  
Permanent Committee. 

However, the court ob-
served that when there are 
only 7 women candidates 
out of total 161 candidates, 
even on a demurrer the plea 
for 50% or at least 1/3 rd res-
ervation for women has no 
legs to stand off.

It has also been stated by 

the court that as per the 
rules, all the nine women 
candidates submitted their 
papers as per Rules and this 
means that they have ac-
cepted to go off by said Rules 
which does not provide for 
reservation of any kind.

Therefore, it has been 
stated by the court that the 
argument qua reservation is 
clearly a non starter.

It has also been stated by 
the court that the decision 
of the apex court in the case 
Indira Jaising Vs. Supreme 
Court of India, wherein it 
does not suggest any reser-
vation and this by itself takes 

the wind out of the sails qua 
reservation argument.

The bench headed by 
Justice N Satish Kumar 
observed in a separate but 
concurring judgement that 
designating an Advocate as 
a Senior Advocate is a mat-
ter of honour and privilege 
conferred upon a Member 
of the Bar. 

Further, the bench headed 
by Justice Kumar that such 
privilege and honour can-
not be based on reservation. 
The same must purely be 
based upon the merit cum 
ability and the success-
ful career of the Member 

of the Bar irrespective  
of the gender.

Accordingly, it has been 
clearly stated under Section 
16(2) of the Advocates Act 
clearly emphasis, firstly, that 
it is a distinction conferred 
and not something that 
comes about automatically 
upon achieving known or 
predetermined standards. 
Thus, it being the privilege 
of the court considering abil-
ity and standing at the Bar or 
special knowledge or experi-
ence in law. Thus, the same 
being a subjective decision 
though based on objective 
considerations.

IN COURT

Madras High Court Rejects Plea Seeking 
Quota For Women Lawyers: Senior 
Advocate Designation An Honour And 
Privilege, Cannot Be Based On Reservation.
TDG NETWORK 

The Ahmedabad Bench of 
the Customs, Excise and 
Service Tax Appellate Tri-
bunal (CESTAT) in the case 
J M Huber India Pvt Ltd. 
Versus C.C.E. & S.T.-Surat-ii 
observed and has held that 
no service tax is being de-
manded when the commis-
sion received is in convert-
ible foreign exchange.

The two-member bench 
comprising of Judicial 
Member, Ramesh Nair and 
the Technical Member, Raju 
in the case observed that 
the commission agent ser-
vice provided to a foreign-
based entity for promoting 
or marketing their goods in 
India constitutes an export 
of services, wherein giving 
that the agent of Indian ac-
tivity which includes provid-
ing promotion or marketing, 
technical support, commis-
sion, installation etc for the 
sale of good by foreign-based 

entities in India on the basis 
of commission.

A show cause notice has 
been issued by the appellant 
or assessee, wherein stating 
that the appellant has re-
ceived a commission from 
various foreign companies 
for providing services in 
India, thus, the commission 
was being earned by them 
for the supply of material by 
foreign parties (including its 
principal abroad), i.e., for the 
service provided towards 
coordinating the customers 
in India with the overseas 
suppliers.

It has been submitted by 
the department that it has 
been provided by the appel-
lant the services to the com-
mission agent, which are be-
ing considered a “business 
auxiliary service” and is tax-
able with effect from July 9, 
2004 and the services which 
are being rendered in India 
and hence they shall not 
be treated as exports even 

if they are rendered to any 
foreign national and he is 
paying for them in convert-
ible foreign currency. Thus, 
the adjudicating authority 
while adjudicating the show 
cause notice, confirmed the 
demand for service tax and 
imposed penalties and de-
manded interest.

Further, it has been con-
tended by the appellant that 
the service was provided in 
India but the service recipi-
ent is being located outside 
India, and the consideration 
has been received by the 
appellant in convertible for-
eign currency. Thus, as per 
the 2005 Export of Service 
Rules, the services of appel-
lant qualifies as “export of 
service” and the same is not 
subject to service tax.

Accordingly, it has been 
held by the tribunal that 
the service of the appellant 
is clearly qualified as an ex-
port of service; therefore, it  
is not taxable.

IN COURT

CESTAT: NO SERVICE TAX IS PAYABLE 
ON COMMISSION RECEIVED IN 
CONVERTIBLE FOREIGN EXCHANGE
TDG NETWORK 
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The Government of India 
and Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) today signed 
a $125 million loan to de-
velop climate-resilient 
sewage collection and 
treatment, and drainage 
and water supply systems 
in three cities in the state  
of Tamil Nadu.

The signatories to the 
tranche 3 loan for Tamil 
Nadu Urban Flagship In-
vestment Program were 
Rajat Kumar Mishra, Ad-
ditional Secretary, Depart-
ment of Economic Affairs 
in the Ministry of Finance 
who signed for the Govern-
ment of India, and Hoe Yun 
Jeong, Officer-in-Charge of 
ADB’s India Resident Mis-

sion who signed for ADB.
The financing is the 

third and the last tranche 
of the $500 million multi-
tranche financing facility 
(MFF) for the Program ap-
proved by ADB in 2018 to 
build priority water supply, 
sewerage, and drainage 
infrastructure in strategic 
industrial corridors across 
10 cities in the state. The 
tranche 3 loan covers Co-
imbatore, Madurai, and 
Thoothukudi.

After signing the loan 
agreement, Mishra said 
that the ADB financing 
will help ensure univer-
sal access to basic water 
and sanitation services 
and improve resilience 
against floods in the proj-
ect target areas which are 

also the industrial hubs  
of Tamil Nadu.
“Through this project, 

ADB continues to support 
developing and improv-
ing urban services in the 
state by deploying new ap-
proaches such as build and 
operate modality, automatic 
meters for bulk water users, 
and real-time monitoring 
through supervisory con-
trol and data acquisition 
systems,” said Mr. Jeong. 

“ADB’s urban investments 
are aligned to support stra-
tegic industrial corridor de-
velopment in Tamil Nadu.”

The financing will sup-
port the development of 
two sewage treatment 
plants in Coimbatore with 
529 kilometers (km) of 
sewage collection pipelines, 

install 14 pump and lift sta-
tions and build 14 km of 
sewage pumping mains. In 
Thoothukudi, climate-resil-
ient stormwater drainage 
system will be developed.

In Madurai, the project 
will support the commis-
sioning of 813 km of new 
water supply distribution 
pipelines that will connect 
163,958 households to 115 
newly established district 
metered area with smart 
water features to reduce 
nonrevenue water. In Co-
imbatore and Madurai, 
two all-female self-help 
groups will be trained on 
the benefits of household 
connection to sewage col-
lection system, water con-
servation, sanitation, and  
health and hygiene.

FINANCE

INDIA, ADB SIGN $125 MILLION 
LOAN TO IMPROVE URBAN 
SERVICES IN TAMIL NADU

TDG NETWORK 

In relation to the state of 
Tamil Nadu, the Constitu-
tion (Scheduled Tribes) Or-
der (Second Amendment) 
Bill, 2022, was passed 
unanimously in Rajya 
Sabha on 22.12.2022. Af-
ter the passing of this Bill 
in the Parliament, the Bill 
will include the Narikora-
van and Kurivikkaran 
communities in the list of 
Scheduled Tribes in Tamil 
Nadu. The bill was earlier 
passed by the Lok Sabha 
on 15.12.2022.

Following this, in relation 
to the state of Karnataka, 
the Constitution (Sched-
uled Tribes) Order (Fourth 
Amendment) Bill, 2022, 
was also passed unani-
mously in Rajya Sabha on 
22.12.2022. After passing 
of this Bill in the Parlia-
ment, the Bill will include 
Betta-Kuruba as a syn-
onym for the Kadu Kuruba 
community in the list of 
Scheduled Tribes in Kar-
nataka. The bill was earlier 
passed by the Lok Sabha on 
19.12.2022.

Earlier, the Constitution 
(Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes) Order 
(Second Amendment) Bill, 
2022 was passed unani-
mously by the Rajya Sabha 
during the ongoing Winter 
Session of the Parliament on 
14.12.2022 wrt state of Uttar 
Pradesh. After the passing 
of this Bill, the Bill will in-
clude the transfer of Gond 
community from list of SCs 
to STs and inclusion of Dhu-
ria, Nayak, Ojha, Pathari and 

Rajgond in the list of STs of 
Uttar Pradesh in the four 
districts of Sant Kabir Nagar, 
Kushinagar, Chandauli and 
Bhadohi. 

In this regard, Shri Arjun 
Munda remarked  “ Prime 
Minister , Shri Narendra 
Modi, is ensuring that the 
tribal and other margin-
alised communities are giv-
en due recognition, uplifted, 
developed and are not left 
backward, by integrating 

them with the mainstream of 
the society. The focus of the 
central government has been 
on matters pertaining to the 
provision of justice to the 
tribal communities living in 
remote areas. Continuous ef-
forts are being made and its 
concrete results are visible to 
all. Hence, based on the spirit 
of the Constitution, justice is 
now being provided to such 
communities living in all re-
gions of India.”

PARLIAMENT

THREE ESSENTIAL CONSTITUTION (ST) 
ORDER AMENDMENT BILLS PASSED IN THE 
PARLIAMENT DURING THE WINTER SESSION

TDG NETWORK 

NTPC, India’s largest power gen-
eration company, has signed a non-
binding Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) with Tecnimont 
Private Limited, Indian Subsidiary 
of Maire Tecnimont Group, Italy. 
The objective of the MOU is to jointly 
evaluate and explore the possibility 
to develop commercial scale Green 
Methanol Production facility at 
NTPC project in India.

The Green Methanol Project in-
volves capturing carbon from NTPC 
power plants and converting it into 
a green fuel. Green Methanol has a 

wide range of applications, includ-
ing serving as a base material for the 
chemical industry, storing renew-
able electricity, and even as a trans-
portation fuel. It is also considered 
as a substitute fuel for maritime fuel 
applications.

C.K Mondal, Director (Commer-

cial), NTPC commented that this 
project along with NTPCs under 
execution Pilot scale Green Metha-
nol project aligns with NTPC’s 
commitment to sustainability and 
renewable energy, and will sig-
nificantly contribute to India’s  
energy transition.

 HEALTH

NTPC AND TECNIMONT SIGN MOU TO EXPLORE POSSIBILITY 
TO DEVELOP GREEN METHANOL PRODUCTION
TDG NETWORK 

‘Inactivated low pathogenic 
avian influenza (H9N2) 
vaccine for chickens’, de-
veloped by the scientists 
of ICAR-NIHSAD, Bhopal 
was transferred to M/s 
Globion India Pvt. Ltd., 
Secunderabad, M/s Ven-

kateshwara Hatcheries 
Pvt. Ltd., Pune, M/s Indo-
vax Pvt. Ltd., Gurgaon and 
M/s Hester Biosciences 
Ltd., Ahmedabad today, 
facilitated by M/s. Agrin-
novate India Ltd. (AgIn) 
at NASC, New Delhi. The 
event was graced by Dr. 
Himanshu Pathak, Secre-

tary (DARE) & Director 
General (ICAR) and Chair-
man, AgIn, Dr. B.N. Tripa-
thi, DDG (Animal Science), 
Dr. Praveen Malik, CEO, 
Agrinnovate India Ltd., 
Dr. Aniket Sanyal, Direc-
tor ICAR-NIHSAD, repre-
sentatives of commercial 
firms, other officials from  

ICAR and AgIn. 
Dr. Himanshu Pathak 

appreciated the sincere ef-
forts of the ICAR-NIHSAD 
scientists in development of 
the first indigenous vaccine 
for H9N2 virus and com-
mended the Agrinnovate 
India limited (AgIn) for the 
efforts in the transfer of 

the technology to industry. 
DDG (AS) asserted that the 
vaccine will meet the stan-
dard of the market both 
in India and abroad. The 
vaccine will contribute sig-
nificantly to increasing the 
income of poultry farmers 
by reducing the economic 
loss due to the disease.

ENERGY

Transfer of technology ‘Inactivated low pathogenic 
avian influenza (H9N2) vaccine for chickens’ 
developed by ICAR-NIHSAD, Bhopal
 TDG NETWORK

The focus of the central government has been on 
matters pertaining to the provision of justice to tribal 
communities living in remote areas: Arjun Munda

PARLIAMENT HAS PASSED

   Constitution (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes)     
Order (Second Amendment) Bill, 2022 for Uttar Pradesh

     Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 2022 for Tamil Nadu 

    Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Fourth 
Amendment) Bill, 2022 for Karnataka

    Three essential Constitution (ST) Order Amendment 
Bills have been passed in  the Parliament during the 

     Objective of MOU is to jointly evaluate and explore the possibility to de-
velop commercial scale Green Methanol Production facility at NTPC proj-
ect in India

    Green Methanol Project involves capturing carbon from NTPC power 
plants and converting it into a green fuel
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Amid growing Chi-
nese aggression, Tai-
wan has decided to 

extend mandatory military 
service for male citizens from 
four months to one year start-
ing in 2024, Taiwanese Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen announced 
on Tuesday, The Wall Street 
Journal reported.

Terming it an “extremely 
difficult decision,” Tsai Ing-
wen emphasised that peace 
depends on national defence 
and national defence is depen-
dent on the people of the coun-
try. She stated that the con-
script pay will be increased 
to the minimum wage. Tsai 
Ing-wen announced that 
training will be intensified 
and expanded to involve in-
struction on the use of Javelin 
antitank missiles and drones. 
“This was an extremely diffi-
cult decision,” The Wall Street 
Journal quoted Tsai Ing-wen 
as saying.

“Peace depends on national 
defence, and national defence 
depends on the whole popu-
lation,” she added. Taiwan-
ese Defence Ministry said 

that six Chinese aircraft and 
ships were detected around 
Taiwan. It further stated that 
Taiwan’s armed forces moni-
tored the situation and tasked 
the navy vessels, and land-
based missiles to respond to 
these activities of China.

Taiwanese Defence Minis-
try tweeted, “6 PLA aircraft 
and 3 PLAN vessels around 
Taiwan were detected in 

our surrounding region by 
6 a.m.(UTC+8) today. R.O.C. 
Armed Forces have moni-
tored the situation and tasked 
CAP aircraft, Navy vessels, 
and land-based missile sys-
tems to respond these ac-
tivities.” On Monday, Taiwan 
Defence Ministry said that 
71 Chinese air force planes 
and seven ships were spotted 
around Taiwan with 47 mili-

tary aircraft detected to have 
crossed the median line of the 
Taiwan Strait. The incursions, 
according to Taiwan, were 
made by aircraft, including 
12 J-11, 6 J-10, 18 J-16, six SU-
30, CH-4, WZ-7, Y-8 EW, Y-8 
ESW and KJ-500. Taiwan De-
fence Ministry in a tweet said, 
“71 PLA aircraft and 7 PLAN 
vessels around Taiwan were 
detected in our surround-

ing region by 6 a.m.(UTC+8) 
today. R.O.C. Armed Forces 
have monitored the situation 
and tasked CAP aircraft, Navy 
vessels, and land-based mis-
sile systems to respond these 
activities.”

In another tweet, Taiwan’s 
Defence Ministry said, “47 
of the detected aircraft (J-
11*12, SU-30*6, CH-4 UCAV 
RECCE*1, J-10*6, J-16*18, Y-8 
EW*1, Y-8 ASW*1, KJ-500*1, 

WZ-7 UAV RECCE*1) had 
crossed the median line of the 
Taiwan Strait and entered 
Taiwan’s southwest ADIZ, 
flight paths as illustrated.” 
Taiwan Defence Ministry’s 
announcement comes after 
the Chinese military’s Eastern 
Theater Command on Sunday 
announced that it carried out 
joint combat readiness patrol 
and “strike drills” around Tai-
wan, according to CNN.

China made the announce-
ment after US President Joe 
Biden signed a new defence 
bill into law which included 
creating a defence moderni-
sation program for Taiwan 
to deter the Chinese offen-
sive. Notably, the tensions 
between China and Taiwan 
after US House of Represen-
tative Nancy Pelosi’s visit to 
Taiwan, which China claims 
as part of its territory.

LARGEST INCURSION

TAIWAN EXTENDS COMPULSORY MILITARY 
SERVICE AMID CHINA’S AGGRESSION
TDG NETWORK
TAIPEI

President of Taiwan Tsai  Ing -Wen

TDG NETWORK
BEIJING 

TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD 

China’s sudden COVID-19 
outbreaks “demonstrate a 
lack of effectiveness of its 
vaccines”, prompting glob-
al concerns, particularly in 
nations where Beijing’s 
vaccines have been accept-
ed, Tibet Press reported.

Turkish government 
which initially accepted 
Chinese vaccines is now 
scrutinising its efficacy 
after learning of China’s 
involvement in data tem-
pering of side effects only 
to enhance its vaccine sale, 
as per the news report. In 
December 2020, Indone-
sia and Brazil initially re-
ported 97 per cent and 78 
per cent efficacy in Chinese 
vaccines. In 2021, Indone-
sia and Brazil reduced the 
efficacy to 65 per cent and 
50.4 per cent. Both na-
tions raised concerns over 
the major side effects of 
COVID vaccine. After the 
resurgence of COVID-19 
cases and deaths, Thailand 
and Singapore stopped the 
use of Chinese vaccines and 

began using vaccines made 
by AstraZeneca and Pfizer, 
according to Tibet Press.

By 2021, China admin-
istered 2.4 billion doses to 
its citizens, and almost 1.3 
billion vaccine doses were 
distributed around the 
world. By 2022, Sinopharm 
claimed to have distributed 
more than 3.5 billion doses 
across the world.

Majority of the imports 
of Chinese vaccines were 
made by Indonesia, Bra-
zil, Pakistan, Turkey, Iran, 
Philippines, Morocco, 
Thailand, Argentina, 
Venezuela, Cambodia, Sri 
Lanka, Chile, Mexico, and 
Bangladesh, as per the 
news report.

According to “Statistical 
Table of Adverse Reac-
tions to COVID-19 Vac-
cines”(2022) published by 
Laishui County’s commu-
nity health centre in Baod-
ing City of Hebei Province, 
people injected with Chi-
nese vaccines have suffered 
adverse reactions including 
fever, nausea, diarrhoea, 
and more deaths, accord-
ing to Tibet Press report.

A document issued by the 
Baoding Municipal Lead-
ership Team for Epidemic 
Response that leaked on-
line claimed that Chinese 
authorities quarantined a 
person for 47 days despite 
being fully vaccinated with 
vaccines made in China.

Documents that were 
leaked were labelled as “ex-
tra urgent and non-disclo-
sure to the public” and they 
called for an increase in the 
monitoring of people with 
adverse reactions which 
resulted in China launch-
ing a “zero-COVID policy,” 
as per the news report.

The Baoding Municipal 
Government’s Foreign Af-
fairs Office issued policies 
saying that “those tested 
IgM positive must be quar-
antined at a centralised 
site” and released only after 
testing negative.

The Chinese authorities 
conduct rapid tests as IgM 
appears in the early stages 
of COVID-19. However, it is 
unusual for IgM antibodies 
to test positive after being 
vaccinated and quaran-
tined for nearly 47 days. 

Amid a rise in terror incidents 
in Pakistan, Islamabad Police 
today announced a “special 
security plan” with the intro-
duction of temporary security 
checkposts at 25 different lo-
cations in the city. In a tweet, 
Islamabad police stated that 
red zone entrances will be 
recorded by safe city cameras 
and metro service passengers 
will be video recorded. Islam-
abad Police tweeted, “Issue of 
special security plan in view of 
the current security situation. 
Temporary security check 
posts have been established at 
25 different locations in Islam-
abad. Red zone entrances will 

be recorded by Safe City cam-
eras. Metro service passengers 
will be video recorded.” Islam-
abad Police called on people 
to carry their identity docu-

ments and use number plates 
issued by Excise Office on 
vehicles. The police warned 
of taking legal action against 
non-specimen number plates 

and unregistered vehicles. It 
called for registering tenants 
and employees at the nearest 
police station. “Citizens are 
requested to carry their iden-
tity documents. Use Excise Of-
fice-issued number plates on 
vehicles. Legal action will be 
taken against non-specimen 
number plates and unregis-
tered vehicles. Foreign nation-
als should carry their identity 
documents,” Islamabad Police 
said in a tweet.

It further added, “Register 
tenants and employees at 
the nearest police station or 
service centres. Persons em-
ploying unregistered local or 
foreign workers will also be 
investigated. Report any un-
usual activity on call 15.”

‘LACK OF EFFECTIVENESS’

SECURITY BEEFED UP

‘SUDDEN COVID OUTBREAKS DEPICT 
LACK OF EFFICACY OF CHINESE VACCINES’

ISLAMABAD POLICE ANNOUNCES ‘SPECIAL 
SECURITY PLAN’ AMID RISE IN TERROR INCIDENTS

POLICY REVAMPED

China to reopen 
borders, scrap 
quarantine from 8 
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING  

In a major shift to its Covid 
response policies, China has 
announced that it will scrap 
quarantine for international 
travellers from January 8 as it 
reopens its borders and comes 
out of international isolation 
after nearly three years.  The 
move comes days after it faced 
nationwide anti-government 
protests against its stringent 
zero-covid policy.  The Na-
tional Health Commission 
(NHC) on Monday announced 
that covid-19 management will 
be downgraded from Class A 
to B from next month, in the 
same category as less-severe 
diseases, such as dengue fe-
ver. China will cancel inbound 
quarantine for international 
arrivals starting from January 
8, 2023, it said.  Earlier, pas-
sengers coming from abroad 
were supposed to mandatorily 
stay in over two weeks of quar-
antine in government accom-
modations,  which was gradu-
ally reduced to five days with 
three days’ of observation. The 
announcement comes at a time 

when the country is already 
dealing with the sudden rise 
in the Covid cases infections in 
the backdrop of the Omicron 
variant after the Xi Jinping 
regime relaxed its stringent 
zero-covid policy earlier this 
month following a wave of 
anti-government protests.

According to some officials, 
the Omicron variant was not 
as lethal as the Delta strain, 
which caused massive casu-
alties all over the world.  Co-
vid-19 has been managed as a 
top category ‘A’ infectious dis-
ease since 2020, putting it on 
par with bubonic plague and 
cholera, the Hong Kong-based 
South China Morning Post 
reported.  As per the Chinese 
laws, the authorities ought to 
impose strict restrictions like 
quarantine and isolation of the 
infected ones and those who 
came in close contact in order 
to contain the disease. At the 
border, the infected must be 
isolated and those who might 
be infected quarantined, de-
pending on the incubation 
period. The NHC also stopped 
announcing daily covid  
cases from Sunday.

PRODUCTION PLUNGES

EXTREME CONDITIONS

30-40% workforce 
in Japanese firms 
in China Covid +ve 

US in deep freeze as death toll reaches 
close to 50 due to winter storm

TDG NETWORK
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 Amid a surge in coronavirus 
cases, the Embassy of Japan 
in Beijing has said that many 
employees of Japanese firms 
operating in China are getting 
infected with COVID-19 and 
are being asked to work from 
home, NHK World reported.

Plants are also function-
ing with lower capacities in 
China. Speaking to NHK, 
Yoshikawa Akinobu, head 
of the Japan External Trade 
Organization’s office in Qin-
gdao, said that COVID-19 
began spreading quickly 
around December 16. Ac-
cording to Yoshikawa, there 
are Japanese firms where 
30-40 per cent of the work-
force has tested COVID-19 
positive. Here production 
capacities have been reduced 
by nearly half. However, the 
companies continue to make 
efforts to maintain operations 
with workers, according 
 to NHK World.

Health authorities in Qing-
dao, Shandong provinces of 
China last Friday estimated 

that COVID-19 cases have 
been rising by 490,000 to 
530,000 people per day. Ac-
cording to the Chinese Cen-
ter for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the new COV-
ID-19 cases across the nation 
reached 2,637 on Sunday.

The centre further said that 
the confirmed cases in Zhe-
jiang province 19, which is a 
very less number in compari-
son to the figure of one mil-
lion new cases a day reported 
by health authorities in the 
province the day before, as 
per the NHK World report. 
Furthermore, the number of 
COVID-19 cases in Shandong 
Province was 21.

The report said that the 
centre’s figure indicated dis-
crepancies with the daily 
number of cases reported 
by health authorities in  
Qingdao last Friday.

According to NHK World, 
the Embassy of Japan in 
Beijing said that some Japa-
nese firms have reported 
that their employees are 
coming back to offices as 
coronavirus infections have  
likely peaked in Beijing.

As the US continues to stay 
in deep freeze, the death toll 
has reached at least 48 as the 
blizzard stranded motor-
ists, knocked electricity out 
for thousands of people and 
made it difficult for emer-
gency crews to get residents 
trapped in their cars, Al 
Jazeera reported on Monday. 
The extreme circumstances 
in western New York were 
caused by numbing cold, 
howling winds, and heavy 
“lake-effect” snow, which 
was picked up by freezing 
air flowing over warmer 
lake waters. During a press 
conference on Monday, Erie 

County Executive Mark Po-
loncarz announced that at 
least 25 people had perished 
as a result of the storm, 
which hit the area over the 
Christmas holiday weekend, 
reported Al Jazeera. Hardly 
hit, Buffalo city of western 
New York has been highly hit 
by snow storms. Numerous 
regions were also left with-
out power as a result of the 
blizzard.The storm capped 
an Arctic freeze and winter 
storm front that had spanned 
most of the United States for 
days, reaching all the way 
south to the Mexican border. 
Tens of thousands of homes 
and businesses remained 
without power on Monday 
as rescue and recovery ef-

forts continued, according to 
Al Jazeera. Citing the White 
House statement, The Hill re-
ported on Monday that Pres-
ident Biden spoke by phone 
with New York Gov. Kathy 
Hochul (D) and offered fed-
eral assistance as New York 
deals with a massive winter 
storm that has claimed more 
than two dozen lives. “The 
President shared that his 
and the First Lady’s prayers 
are with the people of New 
York and all those who lost 
loved ones. He expressed his 
gratitude to the Governor 
for her leadership and to the 
National Guard, law enforce-
ment, and first responders 
for their tireless work,” the 
White House said. 

TOP OF THE DAY

DAHAL FORMS 
8-MEMBER 
CABINET WITH  
3 DEPUTY PMS
KATHMANDU: CPN-
Maoist Centre chairman 
and new Nepal Prime 
Minister, Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal aka Prachanda 
has formed an eight-
membered cabinet with 
three deputy Prime 
Ministers.The 44th 
Prime Minister of the 
Himalayan Nation took 
the oath of office and 
secrecy from President 
Bidhya Devi Bhandari at 
President’s residence 
Shital Niwas. President 
Bhandari also adminis-
tered an oath to the eight 
ministers. Bhandari 
administered oaths to 
Deputy Prime Ministers 
Bishnu Paudel, Na-
rayankaji Shrestha, and 
Rabi Lamichhane. Along 
with the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Paudel also 
took oath as Minister 
of Finance, Shrestha 
as Minister of Physi-
cal Infrastructure and 
Transport, and Lamich-
hane as Home Minister.
The other ministers 
include Damodar Bhan-
dari, Rajendra Rai, Abdul 
Khan and Jwalakumari 
Shah.

6 SECURITY 
PERSONNEL KILLED, 
17 INJURED IN 
BALOCHISTAN
ISLAMABAD: At least six 
Pakistani security per-
sonnel, including a cap-
tain, was killed in several 
bomb blasts across Balo-
chistan, Dawn reported. 
In seven bomb blasts, 
six Pakistani security 
personnel were killed and 
17 others were injured. 
Two of the four blasts 
took place in Quetta, one 
ripped through the Kohlu 
district’s Kahan area 
while the fourth one took 
place in Turbat. Accord-
ing to the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR), 
an improvised explosive 
device (IED) exploded near 
a ‘leading party’ in Kohlu 
district’s Kahan area dur-
ing an intelligence-based 
clearance operation 
which is underway since 
December 24, according 
to The News International 
report. According to Dawn, 
at least 15 people were 
injured in five sepa-
rate grenade blasts in 
Balochistan on Sunday, 
officials confirmed.

AFTER TOYOTA, 
PAK SUZUKI TO 
SHUT PRODUCTION 
PLANT FROM 
JANUARY 
ISLAMABAD: Citing a 
shortage of inventory level 
following a restriction on 
the import of auto parts, 
Pak Sukuzi Motor Com-
pany (PSMC) on Monday 
announced that its produc-
tion plants will be closed 
completely from January 
2 to 6, reported Geo News. 
Earlier this month, Indus 
Motor Company (IMC), the 
assembler of Toyota-brand 
automobiles in Pakistan, 
also announced that it 
will completely shut down 
its production plant from 
December 20 to Decem-
ber 30, citing its struggle 
with delays pertaining to 
approval for imports. Last 
month, officials of IMC, in 
a corporate briefing ses-
sion, said import restric-
tions imposed by the 
central bank and ongoing 
rupee depreciation are 
denting the  country’s  
auto sector.

71 CHINESE AIRCRAFT FLY INTO TAIWANESE AIR DEFENCE ZONE

Seventy-one Chinese air force aircraft in-
cluding fighter jets and drones entered Tai-
wan’s air defence identification zone in the 
past 24 hours, the island’s government said 
on Monday, the largest reported incursion to 
date. Amongst the aircraft, 43 also crossed 
the Taiwan Strait’s median line, an unofficial 
buffer between the two sides that lies within 
the defence zone, Taiwan’s Defence Ministry 
said in a report, as Beijing continues mili-
tary activities close to the Chinese-claimed 
island. According to Taiwan’s official Cen-
tral News Agency, it was the largest Chinese 
air force incursion to date, although there 
was no sense of alarm on the island, which 
has witnessed a steady increase in Chinese 
pressure in recent years. Taiwan has been 
firmly rejecting China’s claims of sover-
eignty and also stated that the drills showed 

Beijing was destroying regional peace and 
trying to intimidate Taiwan’s people.  China, 
which claims Taiwan as its own territory, 
said it had conducted “strike drills” in the 
sea and airspace around Taiwan on Sunday 
in response to what it said was provocation 
from the democratically governed island 
and the United States. A senior Taiwan of-
ficial familiar with security planning in the 
region said that Taiwan assessed China had 
staged the military “provocation” to express 
anger at a new US defence authorisation law 
that boosts military assistance for Taiwan. 
China’s Taiwan Affairs Office did not re-
spond to a request for comment. The office 
of Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen said Tsai 
will call a high-level national security meet-
ing on Tuesday to discuss reinforcing the 
island’s defence.

TDG NETWORK
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IMRAN KHAN CRITICISES SHEHBAZ SHARIF 
GOVT OVER TERROR INCIDENTS IN PAKISTAN
Former Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan has criticised 
the Pakistan Democratic Movement-led government for 
“pushing the nation towards terror incidents.” He made the 
remarks during a consultative meeting attended by the par-
ty’s senior leadership and Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid’s 
leader Moonis Elahi. “The imposed, corrupt and incompetent 
rulers are pushing the nation towards [terror] incidents,” 
The News International quoted Imran Khan as saying. Imran 
Khan has criticized Pakistan Peoples Party Co-Chairman 
Asif Ali Zardari and Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
on national security. His statement regarding terrorism 
comes at a time when Pakistan is witnessing an increase 
in terror attacks, particularly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan. “Leaving national security at the mercy of [Asif] 
Zardari’s politically-immature son is criminal stupidity.” 



A boat carrying Rohingya 
refugees which was adrift 
for a month at sea has fi-
nally landed in Indonesia’s 
Aceh, VOA news reported 
on Monday citing the two 
rights groups that have been 
tracking the vessel.

The boat which reached 
Aceh, Indonesia on Monday 
afternoon had over 180 eth-
nic Rohingya men, women 
and children in it. More than 
a dozen are reportedly dead. 
Moreover, on Sunday, a boat 
carrying 57 Rohingya men 
arrived in Aceh province, on 
the northern tip of Sumatra 
in the far west of the Indo-
nesian archipelago. Notably, 
more than one million Ro-
hingya people have sought 

refuge in Bangladesh after 
fleeing persecution in neigh-
bouring Myanmar.

According to human rights 
organisations, up to 20 pas-
sengers may have died 
throughout the journey up 
to that time. As on Monday, 
they were unable to confirm 
the death toll.

Some of the rescued pas-
sengers appear weary and 
gaunt in the videos which 
were obtained by VOA news. 
Last week, a Rohingya activ-
ist in the refugee camps told 
VOA that the captain of the 
boat had called him and 
said they were “starving to 
death.”

On Thursday, the UN-ap-
pointed independent human 
rights expert, Tom Andrews, 
issued a statement urging 
governments to “immedi-

ately and urgently coordi-
nate search and rescue for 
this boat and ensure safe dis-
embarkation of those aboard 
before any further loss of life 
occurs”.

“While many in the world 
are preparing to enjoy a holi-

day season and ring in a new 
year, boats bearing desperate 
Rohingya men, women and 
young children, are setting 
off on perilous journeys in 
unseaworthy vessels”, said 
the UN Special Rapporteur 
on Myanmar.

In his plea to all regional 
governments for “a more 
humane regional response” 
to those fleeing the junta’s 
brutal violence, including 
the Rohingya, Andrews 
called for “an absolute mora-
torium on any deportations 
or pushbacks to Myanmar” 
as well as harmonised search 
and rescues at sea.

This is just the latest in a 
series of dangerous voyages, 
said the UN expert.

Two weeks ago, a Vietnam-
ese oil company vessel on its 
way to Myanmar rescued 
one sinking boat with 154 
Rohingya refugees aboard, 
reported UN News.

“As they were close to 
Myanmar waters, they re-
portedly handed the group 
over to Myanmar authori-
ties,” he said. 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) leader and former feder-
al minister Fawad Chaudhary 
on Monday lambasted Sheh-
baz Sharif’s ruling coalition 
for the country’s deteriorating 
economy and announced that 
PTI would issue White Paper 
on Pakistan’s worsening econ-
omy, ARY News reported.

The PTI leader made this 
revelation while talking to 
journalists in Lahore and 
stated that the party has de-
cided to issue White Paper 
not only on the economic cri-
sis but also on human rights 
violations in the South Asian 
country. Holding Shehbaz 
Sharif’s government account-
able for the mismanagement 
of the country’s economy, the 
former information minis-

ter pointed out that essential 
items and energy have be-
come extremely expensive in 
the country.

“Inflation and unemploy-
ment are increasing rapidly 
under the incumbent gov-
ernment’s rule,” he added, 
reported ARY News.

“A bag of 20 kg flour has 
reached PKR 2,500 in Kara-
chi,” he said, adding that if the 
government accepts the terms 
and conditions of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
the rate of the dollar would 
further increase. He also crit-
icized the government over 
recent terror attacks in the 
country, noting that almost 
eight terror incidents were 
reported in Balochistan a day 
earlier.

“At least 270 people were 
killed while over 500 injured 
in recent attacks,” he added, 

expressing grief over the 
surge in attacks in Pakistan, 
according to ARY News. Ear-
lier on Thursday, the former 
federal minister lashed out at 
the coalition government of 
Shehbaz Sharif and claimed 
that there has been a 52 per 
cent rise in terror attacks 
since the regime changed. 
Fawad said that terrorism 
incidents in the country had 
increased by 52 per cent since 
“Operation Regime Change”, 
a euphemism his party uses to 
refer to the ouster of its gov-
ernment through a no-trust 
vote in April, reported Dawn.

The PTI leader claimed that 
during the tenure of the cur-
rent government, 270 people, 
including security personnel, 
had lost their lives in terror-
ism-related incidents and 
hundreds of others had suf-
fered injuries, reported Dawn.

One of the top foreign en-
voys to China, John Moffat 
Fugui who was Solomon Is-
lands’ ambassador to China 
passed away on the job in 
less than two years, Strait 
Times reported.

The envoy was 61-years-
old and his demise is unlike-
ly to adversely hinder a five-
year bilateral security pact 
that has alarmed Australia 
and the United States. Nota-
bly, Fugui’s death on Thurs-
day makes him the seventh 
top foreign envoy to China 
to die on the job in less than 
two years.

According to Strait Times, 
Fugui is the fifth ambas-
sador to China to die since 
Ukraine’s Serhii Kamyshev, 
65, died in February 2021 
after a trip to a Beijing Win-
ter Olympic site. Germany’s 
Jan Hecke, 54, a former for-
eign policy adviser to then-
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, died in the Chinese 
capital in September 2021 
two weeks into the job.

Furthermore, Philippine 
journalist-turned-diplomat 
Jose Santiago “Chito” Sta. 
Romana, 74, died in April 
2022 during mandatory 

quarantine in Anhui prov-
ince, which was later on fol-
lowed by Myanmar’s chief 
of mission U Myo Thant Pe 
in August in Kunming, the 
provincial capital of Yun-
nan province, the Strait 
Times reported.

Fugui became Solomon 
Islands’ first ambassador to 
China in May 2021.

In April 2022, China and 
the Solomon Islands inked 
a security treaty, raising 
concerns in Canberra and 
Washington that the Asian 
powerhouse might expand 
its military footprint in the 
Pacific.

During a visit to Honiara 

in May, Chinese Foreign 
Minister and State Council-
lor Wang Yi sought to ease 
Western concerns, claiming 
China has “no intention at 
all” of establishing a mili-
tary facility on the South 
Pacific island nation.

Throughout his tenure, 
Mr Fugui tried to open di-
rect flights between Honi-
ara, the capital of the Solo-
mon Islands, and Chinese 
towns; promote tuna and 
timber exports to China; at-
tract Chinese investors and 
visitors; and seek collabora-
tion in solar energy, Strait 
Times reported citing the 
Chinese official media.

worldthe daily guardian review
wedne sday |  28 december 2022

new delhi 11

ADVISORY FOR CITIZENS

Saudi Arabia issues advisory 
for citizens after Pak blasts 

The Knesset passed on 
Tuesday morning passed 
a controversial legislation, 
that clears the way for two 
of Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
allies to finalize coalition 
agreements as a key deadline 
approaches.

The bills, referred to as the 
“Deri Law” and “Smotrich 
Laws” have been key de-
mands by the Shas and Re-
ligious Zionism parties. Fol-
lowing an all-night Knesset 
debate, lawmakers passed 
the bills together by a vote of 
63-55. The “Deri Law” refers 
to Shas leader Aryeh Deri, 
who is expected to serve as 
both Minister of Health and 
Interior, and then rotate into 
the Minister of Finance. He 
resigned from the Knes-
set in January as a part of 
a plea agreement in which 
he admitted to tax offences. 
He was given a suspended 
prison sentence, but current 
laws bar him from a cabinet 
position for seven years.

The “Smotrich Law” en-
ables Religious Zionism 
leader Betzalel Smotrich 
to serve as an independent 

minister within the Defence 
Ministry to oversee con-
struction and other civil mat-
ters in Judea and Samaria. 
Until now, the Defence Min-
ister had that oversight.

A third bill, known as the 
“Ben-Gvir Law” would al-
low Otzma Yehudit leader 
Itamar Ben-Gvir to serve as 
Minister of National Secu-
rity. 

Passage of these laws were 
pre conditions for Shas, 
RZP and Otzma Yehudit to 
finalize their coalition agree-
ments with Netanyahu.

Netanyahu must have 
his government sworn in 
by January 2. He hopes to 
have his government sworn 
in on Thursday . The “Deri 
Law” refers to Shas leader 
Aryeh Deri, who is expected 
to serve as minister of both 
Health and Interior, and 
then rotate into the finance 
ministry. The “Smotrich 
Law” enables Religious 
Zionism leader Betzalel 
Smotrich to serve as an inde-
pendent minister within the 
Defense Ministry to oversee 
construction and other civil 
matters in Judea and Sa-
maria. Until now, the defense 
minister had that oversight.

IN ISRAEl 

CONTROVERSIAl lAwS ‘DERI’ 
AND ‘SmOTRICh’ pASSED 
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Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif ’s said that 
the food will be served soon 
after being interrupted by an 
audience, according to a video 
circulated by PTV news, the 
Urdu News channel.

While addressing the cere-
mony organized with regard 
to the development projects 
for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on 
Monday, an audience stood 
up and shouted during Shar-
if ’s speech, after which the 
PM said, “Please sit down, 
the food will be served soon.” 
After a brief smile, Pakistan’s 
PM resumed his speech, ac-
cording to the video.

Notably, PM Sharif was in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to lay 
the foundation stones of dif-
ferent uplift communication, 
road, hydel, and power infra-
structure projects, Associated 
Press of Pakistan reported.

In the ceremony, the prime 
minister said, “These chal-
lenges might be manifold 
but 220 million people of the 
country should not get wor-
ried, the coalition govern-
ment with the support of its 
partners will steer the coun-
try out of the challenges.” 
He said for the achievement 
of progress and prosper-
ity, they would have to work 
hard with devotion. “Nations 
always faced difficulties and 
the coalition government 
will put Pakistan on the path 
of development only through 
hard work,” he added. The 
prime minister said that he 
had laid down the founda-
tions for the commencement 
of mega-development proj-
ects in the backward areas of 
the southern districts of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, as per the 
Associated Press of Pakistan 
report.

He mentioned that dur-
ing his previous visits, these 

areas were inundated with 
flood water and the people of 
the areas had faced immense 
destruction, from Nowshera 
to Swat, Kalam, Kohistan, 
DIkhan and Tank districts 
were badly affected by floods. 
Talking about the Swat situ-
ation, PM said that the de-
struction was mainly caused 
by the man-made structures 
erected in the middle of the 
course of the river.

Sharif also criticized the 
provincial government of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) for its flawed policies.

The prime minister sarcas-
tically referred that the PTI 
provincial government al-
ways talked about the intro-
duction of an efficient system, 
but the people had witnessed 
the crumbling of that system 
whereas the government’s 
blunders in this regard could 
not be neglected, according 
to the Associated Press of 
Pakistan.

INTERRUpTION

Audience interrupt Pak 
PM’s speech, Sharif says 
‘Food will be served soon’

EXACERBATED CONCERNS

mAYANmAR pERSECUTION DETERIORATINg ECONOmY

pACT hINDERED

TAlIBAN’S BAN ‘SElF-DEFEATINg’: OIC

Boat adrift at sea for weeks carrying 
Rohingya refugees reaches Indonesia’s Aceh

pTI TO ISSUE whITE pApER AmID 
ECONOmIC CRISIS IN pAkISTAN

SOlOmON ISlANDS’ AmBASSADOR 
TO ChINA JOhN mOFFAT FUgUI DIES 
TDG NeTwork
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The Organization of 
Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) Secretary-

General Hissein Brahim 
Taha on Sunday expressed 
his “exacerbated concerns” 
over the Taliban’s order 
banning women from 
working in all local and 
foreign non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) in Af-
ghanistan. Taha described 
the ban on women’s work 
for national and interna-
tional NGOs as “self-defeat-
ing” and “disserving the 
interests of Afghan people,” 
according to the tweet post-
ed by OIC.

OIC in a tweet said, “The 
#OIC Secretary-General, 
H.E. #Hissein_Brahim_
Taha, expressed his exacer-
bated concerns over the re-
ported ban, as the decision 
comes hard on the heels of 
the ban a few days earlier 
barring #Afghan women 
and #girls from accessing 
universities.” In a series of 
tweets, OIC Secretary-Gen-
eral Hissein Brahim Taha 
stressed that the decision 
shows a “willful policy” by 
the Taliban to further af-

fect Afghan women’s rights. 
Taha urged the Taliban to 
review its decision for the 
social inclusion of women 
and for the undisrupted 
continuation of humanitar-
ian work in Afghanistan.

In another tweet, OIC 
stated, “H.E. Taha indi-
cated that the move reflects 
a willful policy by the de 
facto leadership apparently 
seeking to further impact 
#Afghan #women’s rights. 
He pointed out that this 
perplexing decision will not 
just deprive Afghan #wom-
en from a source of liveli-
hood, it will seriously affect 
#humanitarian and relief 
operations conducted by a 
wide network of national 
and international non-gov-
ernmental organizations 
in favor of vulnerable #Af-
ghan communities.”

“The #OIC Secretary-
General qualified the ban 
on #women’s work for na-
tional and international 
NGOs as self-defeating and 
disserving the interests of 
#Afghan people, vigorously 
calling on the de facto au-
thorities to revisit this de-
cision for the sake of social 
inclusion of #women and 
the undisrupted continua-

tion of the much-needed in-
ternational #humanitarian 
safety net in #Afghanistan,” 
the OIC said in another 
tweet.

Earlier, Qatar expressed 
“deep concern” over the 
Taliban’s decision to ban fe-
male employees from work-
ing with non-governmental 
organisations. Qatar’s Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs in a 
statement called on the Tal-
iban to review its decision 
to allow women to work in 
the various jobs available to 
them in the organizations.

Qatar’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs stressed the 
need to “respect women’s 
right to work,” and em-
phasised that the freedom 

to choose and accept work 
is a “human right.” In the 
statement, Qatar’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs under-
scored that their stance is 
support all spectra of Af-
ghanistan to obtain all their 
rights, including the right 
to work.

“The State of Qatar calls 
on the caretaker govern-
ment to review its decision 
to enable women to work 
in the various jobs avail-
able to them in the organi-
zations in a way that helps 
the distribution and flow 
of humanitarian aid to the 
Afghan people,” Qatar’s 
Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement.

On Saturday, the Taliban 
ordered all local and for-
eign NGOs to stop female 
employees from coming 
to work in the country, ac-
cording to Tolo News. The 
Taliban ordered all national 
and international non-gov-
ernment organizations to 
suspend the jobs of female 
employees until further 
announcement, Tolo News 
reported. This comes a 
few days after the Taliban 
ordered the closure of uni-
versities to female students 
across the country.

Saudi Arabia on Monday 
issued an advisory for its 
citizens in Pakistan to cease 
unnecessary movement and 
warned them to take caution 
in every possible way after 
the South Asian country was 
rocked by several blasts on 
Sunday.

The advisory issued urged 
the citizens residing in the 
country to limit travel within 
the city and to avoid visiting 
a five-star hotel in Islamabad 
because of the possible threat 
of a terrorist attack. “The 
Embassy of the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques in the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
would like to warn all citi-
zens residing and visiting the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
of the

need to take caution and not 
go out except for necessity, 
given that the authorities in 
the capital, Islamabad, have 
raised the security alert to 
the highest level,” the Saudi 
Embassy in Islamabad wrote 
on Twitter.

Australia too, on Monday, is-

sued a new travel advisory for 
its citizens in Pakistan urging 
them to increase caution and 
limit travel within the city.

“Australian officials in Is-
lamabad have been advised 
to increase vigilance and lim-
it travel within the city. You 
should exercise heightened 
vigilance and monitor the 
media for the latest updates,” 
read the advisory. Earlier on 
Sunday, the US government 
warned its citizens of informa-
tion that unknown individu-
als are possibly planning an 
attack at the Marriott Hotel 
in Islamabad during the holi-
days. “Heightened security 
arrangements are in place 
and public events have been 
banned,” read the US Govt 
advisory.

Many army officials and 
civilians lost their lives as the 
country battles a fresh wave 
of terrorism. On Sunday, at 
least seven blasts took place in 
Pakistan’s Balochistan where 
5 army personnel were killed 
and 19 others were injured. 
According to Dawn, at least 
15 people were injured in five 
separate grenade blasts in 
Balochistan on Sunday, offi-

cials confirmed.
Meanwhile, the military’s 

media wing confirmed that 
5 Pakistan Army personnel 
were killed by an improvised 
explosive device (IED) dur-
ing a clearance operation in 
Balochistan’s Kahan area. 
Separately, in Quetta, at least 
four people were injured in a 
grenade blast on the Sabzal 
Road in Pakistan’s Quetta, 
according to a statement by 
Balochistan Chief Minister 
Abdul Qudoos Bizenjo, re-
ported The Dawn.

Meanwhile, a flag of the Teh-
rik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
hoisted on an electric pylon 
in Mir Ali Market, North 
Waziristan Tribal District was 
reported by locals and taken 
down. TTP is allied with the 
Taliban, who seized power in 
neighbouring Afghanistan in 
August last year. The radical 
Islamic outfit has stepped up 
attacks since it announced the 
end of an Afghan Taliban-bro-
kered ceasefire with the gov-
ernment in November. Last 
month, TTP called off a shaky 
ceasefire with the government 
and ordered fighters to stage 
attacks across the country.
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oIC Secretary General Hissein Brahim Taha.

Ambassador to China John Moffat

The boat had over 180 ethnic rohingya men, women and children.
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Players of 
National 

Sailing School 
practice sailing 
the boat in the 

Upper Lake, 
in Bhopal on 

Tuesday. 

PRACTICE SESSION

NETIZENS GO CRAZY WITH WISHES ON 
SALMAN KHAN'S BIRTHDAY

As Salman Khan turned 57 on 27 December, twitter 
got flooded with tweets wishing him and sharing his 
pictures. Netizens took it to twitter to congratulate the 
megastar. 

Ajay Devgan tweeted, “Janamdin mubarak ho @Being-
SalmanKhan! Always wish only the best for you friend. 
C u soon”

Suniel Shetty tweeted, “To the super human, forever 
friend brother @BeingSalmanKhan wish you a fantastic 
birthday and blockbuster year ahead. Sending lots of love 
your way!”

Arjun Rampal tweeted, Happy birthday handsome, @
BeingSalmanKhan love, health, laughter,happiness may 
be by your side always. Happy happy birthday”

Big pay cheque  
won't change me 
or my cricket. I just 
put my name into 
the auction, and it 
just happened. It 
doesn't change who 
I am or how I think 
Hopefully, I didn't 

—CAMERON GREEN

BRAIN-PICKING

 Australian all-rounder said after the IPL auction

BIRTHDAY SPECIAL

Bollywood megastar 
who needs no intro-
duction, Salman Khan 

rang into his 57th birthday 
on Tuesday. He has millions 
of fans all around the world. 
One may love him or hate 
him but no one can ignore 
him. Popularly known as 
‘Bhaaijaan’, Salman has been 
a heartthrob since his debut 
year and continues to enjoy 
mammoth success at the box 
office.

 Born in 1965, Salman 
made his debut in 1989 with 
the blockbuster film ‘Maine 
Pyar Kiya’. To connect with 
his fans better, like a true 
star, he manages to please 
them now and then. He is 
considered among the big-
gest names in the Indian 
film industry as his charis-
ma is more than enough to 
pull audiences into cinemas. 
No actor of his generation 
has the same fan following. 
Even at this age, he can make 
girls drool over him and boys 
pump iron to get his enviable 
six-pack.

 Such is the following en-
joyed by the star when he 
flexes his bulging muscles 
on the silver screen, fans are 
even ready to let logic take 

a backseat. So, what makes 
Salman different from his 
contemporaries?

  Salman’s wide appeal is 
his USP, and he makes the 
most of it, thus a movie is 
often certain to be a smash 
when his name is associated 
with the project. The eupho-
ria generated by the actor’s 
macho image has placed him 
ahead of all the other actors 
in town.

 Salman is truly a trendset-

ter. The action-induced spec-
tacles, audience-friendly 
wisecracks, dancey tracks, 
slick camerawork and above 
all, superhero-style fire-
works have all come to be as-
sociated over the years with 
the Sallu formula. Salman is 
all about swag and millions 
of viewers seem to just love 
it. What also worked ex-
ceptionally well for Salman 
were the one-liners like ‘Dil 
mein aata hoon samajh mein 

nahin’, ‘Ek baar jo maine 
commitment kar di’, ‘Mujh 
par ek ehsaan karna ki mujh 
par koi ehsaan na karna’, 
amongst a slew of others.

 Apart from his onscreen 
persona, he is also an out 
and out family man. From 
years now the family has 
been staying together at the 
Galaxy apartment. We of-
ten see all of them going for 
family dinners and at several 
events. Also, Salman doesn’t 
only love his mother but he 
pampers his stepmom, Hel-
en too.

 Everybody is aware of 
Salman’s foundation Be-
ing Human. He is probably 
one of the only stars to start 
a foundation for the kids 
and the poor. Almost all of 
Salman’s films have entered 
the 100 crore club and some 
even entered the 300 crore 
club. And just like on the 
big screen, his movies have 
worked on the small screen 
too.

 With films like ‘Tiger 3’ 
along with the ‘Bajrangi 
Bhaijaan’ sequel already in 
place, here’s wishing many 
more years of unending 
success to one of the biggest 
commercial action stars that 
the Indian film industry has 
ever witnessed since its in-
ception.

SALMAN KHAN TURNS 57: 
BHAIJAAN'S USP DECODED!

McDonald's staff gifts 
laptop to manager, 
Internet is all hearts

Christmas is a joyful and gift-
giving day. Everyone tries to 
find methods to make others 
feel special, from family and 
friends to coworkers. This 
year, employees at a McDon-
ald's franchise in the United 
Kingdom likewise made the 
decision to give their manager 
a special thank-you for all of 
his efforts and commitment 
to the team.

A video of the manager's 
joyful response to receiving a 
Chromebook laptop from his 
workers was posted on Twit-
ter. According to the caption 
of the post, "This McDonald's 
manager was left stunned on 
Christmas after his colleagues 
gave him a Chromebook Lap-
top to reward him for his hard 
work and dedication to the 

team."
The manager is seen in the 

video opening his present and 
enquiring of his crew, "What 
is it?" He can then be seen 
ripping the gift wrapper even 
more after discovering that 
his team gave him a laptop 
a little while later. The man-
ager is heard remarking, "You 
guys are not serious," before 
expressing gratitude for ev-
eryone's thoughtful gifts.

"That's brilliant and such a 
show of support and loyalty 
from his team," wrote one 
user. "He must do a lot that 
didn't go unnoticed, nice one 
from the staff," said another. 

A third user commented, 
"Well done to his team. Good 
managers are far and few be-
tween," while a fourth added, 
"That's fantastic! Your staff 
really love working for you 
and respect you." 
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‘Avatar 2’ crosses Rs 7,000 crores 
worldwide in 10 days

WOMAN PEDALS ACROSS 
NATION FOR WOMEN’S 
EMPOWERMENT

RECORD BREAKING COURAGE

FIRST IN INDIA

With USD 855 million 
(equivalent to INR 7,000 
crores) in worldwide 
ticket sales after 10 days 
in theatres, Disney and 
20th Century’s high-
budget epic ‘Avatar: The 
Way of Water’ has be-
come the fifth-highest 
grossing film of the year. 
According to Variety, 
James Cameron’s long-
awaited sequel has so far 
brought in USD 253.7 mil-
lion domestically and USD 
600 million overseas. The 
‘Avatar’ sequel is antici-
pated to generate signifi-
cant box office revenue in 
the near future, despite the 
severe winter weather in 
North America and the ris-
ing rates of COVID, RSV, 
and the flu worldwide. 
Variety reports that the 
USD 350 million budget-
ed film hopes to surpass 
the USD 1 billion mark 
by the end of the year. 
Only two other movies 
in 2022 have been able 
to surpass it: ‘Top Gun: 
Maverick’ and ‘Juras-
sic World Dominion.’ 
According to Variety, the 
highest-grossing country 
outside of North America 

for ‘Avatar 2’ has been 
China, with USD 100.5 

million, followed by Korea 
(USD 53 million), France 

(USD 52.3 million), India 
(USD 37 million), and Ger-
many (USD 35.7 million). 
However, as per Variety, 
there are a number of rea-
sons why the sequel will 
find it difficult to match 
the success of the first 
movie, which brought 
in USD 2.97 billion glob-
ally, making it the highest-
grossing picture in history. 
For starters, the global box 
office hasn’t entirely recov-
ered from the pandemic, 
and significant markets 
like China are seeing the 
infection reemerge. Addi-
tionally, the sequel won’t 
be seen in Russia, where 
the first movie made USD 
116 million.

A 24-year-old cyclist has been travelling the country to spread 
the word about empowerment and safeguarding the pro-
tection of women in light of the increase in crimes against 
women.
Aasha Malviya, from Nataram village in Rajgarh district of 
Madhya Pradesh, has travelled through five states covering 
6000 km as part of her 'Sampoorn Bharat Yatra'. She has 
reached Kerala somewhat late. Aasha met Chief Minister of 
Kerala Pinarayi Vijayan, Governor Arif Khan and transport 
minister Antony Raju.
Speaking about her experience, Asha said, "Through my 
Yatra, I wanted to send a message to the world that India is 
safe for women to travel and through my expedition, I wanted 
to convey the message to the public."
Aasha has faced some troubles during her journey. "In 
Kerala, I had a good experience, except in Kochi, where the 
district collector and the officials did not cooperate with me. 
However, I managed to reach Alapuzha where I met the Col-
lector," Aasha said.
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FIVE IDEAS FOR NEW YEAR 
CELEBRATION 
Even a simple celebration at your home is some-
thing that everyone deserves. We can assure you 
that having a party at home may be a lot of fun 
if you have a few insane ideas. We have a list of 
original ideas for New Year's Eve celebrations in 
your own house. Here’s a list of five ideas for New 
Year's celebrations:

CREATE A MEMORY BOARD
One of the nicest things to do on New 
Year's Eve by yourself is to create a 
memory board. Simply purchase a small 
billboard and a notepad along with some 

thumb pins and choose a wall that you don't really 
care about. Write out your favourite memory on 
paper and pin it to the board.

ORGANISE A TREASURE HUNT
You must hold a treasure hunt for family 
and friends. Get hold of some of their 
gifts, hide them around the house, and 
then give them free reign to hunt for 

them with interesting clues. It’s an effective strat-
egy to keep the youngsters entertained while the 
adults have a party with plenty of arguments

HOST A GAME NIGHT
Even though you're staying during this 
time, you don't necessarily have to be 
alone yourself. Bring your group of 
friends or family members together 

and hold a card game competition all night long. 
Board and Card games are possible options. To 
avoid becoming too immersed and losing track 
of time, you might switch between games every 
hour.

HAVE A DANCE PARTY 
To make the lights resemble disco 
lights, you might cover them with domi-
nantly coloured cellophane, get some 
drinks, play music, and start the party! 

Additionally, make sure someone takes pictures 
or videos because you'll want to remember the 
wild night you had with them.

MAKING NEW YEAR’S RESOLU-
TIONS 
How can you welcome the New Year 
without making New Year’s resolutions? 
Make fascinating ones while seated with 

your loved ones. To remember them in the future, 
you may get a billboard to write them down or 
capture them on a camera. This will enable you 
to reflect on your progress toward keeping your 
pledges to yourself the following year.

— ARJUN PANDIT

#HAPPYBIRTHDAYSALMAN

Glimpse from the viral video.

'Avatar 2 ' was released on 16 December and it has registered mammoth ticket sales worldwide.

Shah Rukh Khan hugged Salman Khan on his birthday.

Aasha Malviya who is travelling across the country on a bicycle.
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COVID-19

Students return back to school while following COVID-19 norms in Jaipur. 

People standing in que keeping a 6-feet distance between each other to get vaccinated in Jangamakote village, Bangalore.

Source: Getty images

Source: WordPress

COVID-19 AT 
THE CENTRE 
STAGE AGAIN

WHICH COUNTRIES ARE REPORTING AN 
INCREASE IN COVID-19 CASES? 
As per leaked official data, around 248 million people in China 
were infected by COVID-19 between 01st and 20th December 
2022, in the wake of a huge wave that has overtaken the coun-
try. Reports of hospitals and morgues being overwhelmed with 
millions of patients are coming in from all parts of the coun-
try.  However, public data from the National Health Commis-
sion (NHC) in China reported only 62,592 symptomatic cases 
in the first 20 days of December. Following reports of rising 
cases, China’s top health authority has announced that it will 
no longer publish daily COVID-19 case numbers. This is amidst 
speculation by health authorities, including the World Health 
Organization (WHO), which claim the actual toll of the country’s 
ongoing outbreak is far worse than that quoted by official figures 
and published by government authorities. Health officials in the 
country’s Zhejiang province, which is located near Shanghai, 

said last week that they were seeing upwards of one million new 
cases of the infection every day. The province has a population 
of around 64 million (2021), which corresponds to roughly 1,563 
new infections every day per 100,000 people. Chinese health 
authorities said they believe that given the rate of increase in 
infections, the country is likely to see the peak of infections soon. 

Several other countries are also reporting an increase in COV-
ID-19 cases, although not as severe as that in China. South Korea, 
Japan, the United States, and Brazil have all witnessed signifi-
cant increases. Last week, Japan recorded a single-day tally of 
more than 200,000 cases for the first time since 25th August. 
Similarly, South Korea recorded over 75,000 cases amid fears 
of a winter surge, as shared by Yonhap News Agency. Similarly, 
as per Business Insider, the United States has also registered 
15,89,284 COVID-19 cases in the last 28 days.

China is currently experiencing a huge surge in the num-
ber of COVID-19 cases being reported in the country, 
with estimates suggesting that over 18 per cent of the 

country’s total population has been affected by the virus in the 
first 20 days of December. While official figures indicate a dif-

ferent story, reports by British research firm Airfinity, estimate 
that more than 5,000 people are probably dying each day from 
COVID-19 in China, with cases rising fastest in Beijing and 
Guangdong provinces. Reports of morgues overflowing and 
an acute shortage of hospital and ICU beds bring flashbacks 
of the Delta variant wave that India went through when mil-
lions across the country were impacted and thousands died. 
Amid growing concerns about the latest outbreak in China, 
the Indian government and health agencies are tracking the 
situation closely, and have said there is no need to panic. Let us 
take a look at the current situation in China, the new variant, 
and what this could mean for India. 

SHREYA MASKARA
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Good for environment but bad for economy: effect of deserted roads amidst COVID-19 lockdown. 

Volunteers distribute free masks to those in need in New Delhi, India. The crisis of COVID-19 is affecting all sections of population.

Source: Wordpress

Source: Getty images Source: Aljazeera

Contributing reports by Muskan Agrawal, Meherin Singh Kalsey and Kajol 
Sharma, Researchers at Polstrat

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired a high-level meet-
ing earlier this month in light of the rising cases in China 
to assess India’s preparedness of health infrastructure 
and logistics, the status of the vaccination campaign in 
the country, and the overall public health implications for 
India. Following this, the government has asked people to 
follow COVID-appropriate behaviour, including wearing 
masks in crowded places and getting vaccinated. Random 
sample testing for COVID-19 will be conducted at airports 
for international passengers arriving from China and 
some other countries. Various state governments have 
also held meetings with their health authorities and lo-
cal bodies to ensure COVID-19 appropriate behaviour is 
being maintained. 

While the current uptick in cases being experienced by 

various countries has not come to India yet, experts pre-
dict it will not affect the country as the previous waves 
have, and it is up to the citizens to adopt COVID-19 pre-
cautions to protect themselves against the virus. Main-
taining appropriate behaviour such as practising social 
distancing, avoiding crowded and poorly ventilated 
spaces, wearing a mask, and washing hands regularly 
are simple steps which can be taken to avoid the spread 
of COVID-19. 

PRECAUTION, NOT PANIC

SHOULD WE WORRY ABOUT THE BF.7 VARIANT? 
As per health experts, the dominant variant in circulation in 
China, responsible for the current surge in cases, is the BF.7, 
which is essentially a sub-variant of the Omicron variant, 
which affected India earlier this year. As per the WHO, there 
are hundreds of Omicron sub-variants (over 500) currently cir-
culating in the world, each with certain special characteristics, 
but none remarkably more dangerous enough to be classified 
as a new Variant of Concern (VoC), a WHO classification that 
marks out a global threat. Experts have said that India should 
not panic or worry about the spread of BF.7 and all four cases 
detected so far of BF.7 in the country have since recovered. Ex-
perts also state that the current sub-variants, including BF.7, are 
either considered not powerful enough to overcome the natural 

immunity of the Indian population or will simply affect the 
population in a harmless (asymptomatic) manner. However, 
the situation could change, which is why the government has 
been advised to monitor the Chinese outbreak closely as the 
virus could always mutate into new forms. 

There are currently 3,421 active cases of COVID-19 in India as 
per the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. India has been 
reporting a “steady decline” in cases, with average numbers of 
around 153 every day in the week ending 22nd December. Ex-
perts maintain that India has a higher population immunity as 
it has faced multiple COVID-19 waves along with higher rates 
of vaccination, which ensures the country will remain safe, 
despite the ongoing situation in China. In India, 95 per cent 

of the eligible population (12+ years) has received at least one 
dose of the vaccine, and 88 per cent of the eligible population 
(12+ years) is fully vaccinated. VK Paul, who heads the national 
task force on COVID-19, has said there is no need to panic, and 
that adequate tests are being conducted. Paul also mentioned 
that only around 27-29 per cent of India’s eligible population 
has taken the precautionary dose of the COVID-19 vaccination 
and urged those at risk, including senior citizens, to take the 
precautionary dose. 

After the devastating impact of the Delta wave, which gripped 
the country in 2021 and exposed the health infrastructure and 
its inability to cope with rising infections and hospitalisations, 
the government has taken active steps to ramp up certain parts 

of the public health system. To increase the oxygen supply for 
future production of Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO), manu-
facturing was ramped up by more than ten times from 900 
Mt/day in pre-COVID times to 9,300+ Mt/day (as of 17th May 
2021). During April and May 2020, a whopping 1,02,400 oxy-
gen cylinders were procured and distributed to states to en-
able easier access to medical oxygen to end users. However, the 
April-May 2021 crisis underlined the inadequacy of cylinders 
in the country. After this, orders were placed for an additional 
1,27,000 cylinders in the third week of April. The government 
has also enhanced the capacity of cryogenic tankers by over 
60 per cent from 1,040 tankers (12,480 MT) in March 2020 to 
1,681 tankers (23,056 MT) in May 2020. 
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 DIGITAL DRIVE

ESPORTS OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED AS PART 
OF ‘MULTI-SPORT’ EVENT BY GOVERNMENT

In a big move, The Gov-
ernment of India has 
officially recognised 
‘E-Sports’ (Electronic 
Sports) as a part of 
multi-sports events. Es-
ports will be taken care 
of by the Department of 
Sports under the Minis-
try of Youth Affairs and 
Sports.

Indian Esports Indus-
try has been fighting to 
not be clubbed under the 
umbrella term “Gam-
ing”. The industry has 
maintained that Esports 
is a competitive sport 
where esports athletes 
use their physical and 
mental abilities to com-
pete in certain genres of 
video games in a virtual, 
electronic environment.

Talking about how 
monumental this deci-
sion is for the country’s 

Esports community, 
Lokesh Suji, Director 
of Esports Federation of 
India & Vice President 
of the Asian Esports 
Federation (AESF) says, 
“Great news for us to 
begin the New Year. We 
have been constantly 
working on establishing 
the difference between 
esports and iGaming, 

and finally, our efforts 
have been fulfilled. 

We welcome this an-
nouncement by our 
government under the 
leadership of Hon’ble 
PM Modi ji, which will 
open new avenues to 
pour in more invest-
ment opportunities in 
this booming industry. 
From now onwards, we 

will have to build the 
proper infrastructure, 
training facilities and 
coaching for our young 
esports athletes. 

Only a short time un-
til we see Esports be-
ing placed in the same 
league as cricket, foot-
ball, basketball, etc. and 
having similar fan pow-
er, scale and craze.”

“With the latest an-
nouncement and India 
recently competing for 
medals at the inaugural 
Esports Asian Games, 
people are shaking off 
the misconceptions 
linked with esports as a 
passion or career option. 
The year 2023 beholds 
greater opportunities 
for esports and we are 
anticipating more fa-
vourable developments, 
only making it bigger. It 
surely has been a great 
year for Indian esports.” 
Suji added.

Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur.

ISL WEEKLY ROUND-UP 

NorthEast United FC’s first win, 
Kerala Blasters FC’s title tilt

Kerala Blasters FC’s late win 
over Odisha FC was the per-
fect way to cap off a dramatic 
Matchweek in the Indian Su-
per League that saw some 
seismic results in the race 
for the League Shield and 
the playoffs.

Matchweek 12 started 
with Jamshedpur FC being 
denied a rare win in the dy-
ing stages of the match by FC 
Goa at the Furnace which 
was followed by Hyderabad 
FC’s clinical win over Benga-
luru FC at the Sree Kanteer-
ava Stadium. Mumbai City 
FC were tested by a gritty 
Chennaiyin FC side, but they 
continued their fine form to 
retain their place at the top 
end of the table.

NorthEast United FC then 
picked up their first points of 
the campaign as they upset 
ATK Mohun Bagan, allow-
ing the Blasters to leapfrog 
the Mariners into third place 
with a win over Odisha FC 

in Kochi. A total of 12 goals 
were scored across the five 
matches with four of our five 
teams winning their respec-
tive fixtures.

Jamshedpur FC, a team 
with just one win in the en-
tire season, showed renewed 
vigour as they took on FC 
Goa side who are firmly in 
the race for the playoffs but 
it was Aidy Boothroyd’s men 
who looked like the team 
that was chasing the teams 
at the top end of the table as 

they dominated the first half 
and twice took the lead in the 
match.

But defensive lapses and 
FC Goa’s tendency to strike 
late in games meant they 
had to surrender two points 
late on as their faint hopes of 
making the playoffs faded 
even further.

As for Jamshedpur FC, it is 
high time they deliver on a 
consistent basis and convert 
these displays into points.

Hyderabad FC are flying 

this season, but a lack of 
goals has been a bit of a con-
cern for Manolo Marquez’s 
men. A big part of their rela-
tive struggles upfront was 
the poor form of striker Bar-
tholomew Ogbeche.

But against Bengaluru FC, 
Hyderabad FC seemed to roll 
back the days and deliver a 
performance they became 
famous for last season. Og-
beche who won the Golden 
Boot last season led from the 
front with a brace.

His return to form couldn’t 
have come at a better time for 
Hyderabad FC who look to 
chase Mumbai City FC at 
the top. As for Bengaluru 
FC, the challenges keep on 
mounting with another de-
feat. 

The moment would have 
been as sweet as his strike to 
draw Mumbai City FC back 
in the match for Lalianzua-
la Chhangte as he scored 
against his former club to 
trigger a Mumbai City FC 
comeback that saw them 
claim all three points.
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Kerala FC blasted off a late win against Odisha FC.

 SPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

ANURAG SINGH THAKUR VISITS SAI NCOE 
BHOPAL, INTERACTS WITH ATHLETES

Union Minister of Youth 
Affairs and Sports Anurag 
Thakur paid a visit to the 
Sports Authority of India 
National Centre of Excel-
lence in Bhopal and inter-
acted with athletes.

He also took a tour of 
the various facilities at the 
centre. The visit took place 
hours before the Honour-
able Union Minister was 
present to launch the Khelo 
India Youth Games, Mad-
hya Pradesh logo in the 
presence of Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

Thakur visited the MP 
Hall at the SAI centre, 
which features the Sports 
Science departments as 
well as the Judo, Wushu, 
Boxing and the Hockey 

Field of Plays (FOPs). The 
SAI NCOE Bhopal covers 
Athletics, Boxing, Hockey, 
Judo, Wushu and Kayaking 
& Canoeing.

“What the Sports Author-
ity of India is doing, main-
taining close to 100 acres 
big centres and campuses, 
is also praiseworthy. I con-

gratulate the authorities, 
who conduct so many pro-
grammes as well for ath-
letes, coaches, support staff 
and so on,” Thakur added.

The Union minister also 
visited the para canoeing 
facility in the state and was 
accompanied by Yashodha-
ra Raje Scindia, state min-

ister of Sports and Youth 
Welfare, as well as other 
officials from the Madhya 
Pradesh government. They 
interacted with a few ath-
letes, including para-Ca-
noeist Prachi Yadav, who 
scripted history by becom-
ing the first Indian to win a 
medal (bronze) at the Para-
canoe World Cup in Poland 
earlier this year.

Commenting on the sports 
infrastructure in the state, 
the Union Minister added, 
“Bhopal has one of the best 
shooting and equestrian 
ranges. It is close to world-
class. MP is well geared up 
for the Khelo India Youth 
Games. MP is slowly emerg-
ing as India’s new sports 
hub. If all other states and 
UTs follow in MP’s foot-
steps, India will be a sport-
ing superpower soon.”
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The sports minister during his visit to Bhopal.
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WINTER TRANSFERS

Liverpool agree to 
sign Dutch forward 
Cody Gakpo

England football club 
Liverpool has reached an 
agreement to sign Neth-
erlands international 
Cody Gakpo from Dutch 
club PSV Eindhoven, 
announced the latter on 
Monday.

PSV issued a statement 
on Monday announcing 
the agreement on their offi-
cial website. “PSV and LFC 
have reached an agreement 
on the proposed transfer of 
Cody Gakpo. The 23-year-
old attacker will leave 
for England imminently 
where he will be subjected 
to the necessary formali-
ties ahead of the comple-
tion of the transfer,” Sky 
Sports quoted the state-
ment as saying.

Gakpo was great for the 
Netherlands in the re-
cently concluded FIFA 
World Cup in Qatar. He 
scored three goals in five 

appearances. The Nether-
lands were knocked out 
of the tournaments in the 
quarterfinal stage, losing 
to eventual champions 
Argentina on penalties in 
a highly-intense match.

Manchester United had 
earlier shown interest in 
Gakpo in the summer.

Even before PSV had re-
leased the statement, it was 
understood that Liverpool 
was in talks with the club 
as they were looking for-
ward to bringing another 
attacking player to the side 
after Luis Diaz and Diogo 
Jota suffered long-term in-
juries.

The transfer window 
will open on January first 
next year for England and 
Scotland clubs and if all the 
formalities are completed 
timely, Gakpo could make 
his debut for Liverpool on 
January 2. 

After the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup con-
cluded, Premier 

League’s top spot race re-
commenced. On matchday 
17, Arsenal made a stunning 
comeback in the second half 
to extend their lead in the 
Premier League standings 
to seven points following a 
3-1 win over West Ham on 
the very night which saw 
the former Gunners boss 
Arsene Wenger return to 
the Emirates Stadium for the 
first time since his departure 
in 2018.

Now, Arsenal has a total 
of 40 points to their name, 
having won 13 of their 15 
games, losing only one and 
drawing the other one. In 16 
matches, West Ham has won 
only four, lost 10, and drawn 
two. They are in the 16th 
position in the table with a 
total of 14 points. After Wil-
liam Saliba brought Jarrod 
Bowen inside the box, West 
Ham got a chance at the goal.

Said Benrahma wasted no 
time in converting the pen-
alty into a goal to give their 

side a 1-0 lead in the 27th 
minute.

At half-time, the score line 
read 1-0 in favour of the visi-

tors. Gunners needed to re-
spond strongly in the second 
half.

They did just that as Bu-

kayo Saka and Gabriel Mar-
tinelli helped the hosts make 
a quick comeback, scoring 
two goals in the 53rd minute 

and 58th minute to take the 
lead. Thirteen minutes into 
the second half, the smile 
was back on Wenger’s face.

In the 69th minute of 
the match, Eddie Nketiah, 
rounded off a brilliant night 
with a superb goal, tripling 
the lead which lasted till 
the end of the game. With 
a dominant turnaround at 
Emirates Stadium, Arsenal 
managed to acquire a pos-
session rate of 67% along 
with 657 passes throughout 
the match. 

Mikel Arteta, the club’s 
current manager, thanked 
Wenger for coming.

“It’s a special day. Thank 
you so much for him com-
ing and hopefully walking 
through the building he 
is going to feel everything 
that everybody thinks of 
him, everything that he left 
here, but also his presence 
is something that has to be 
very attached to this football 
club. So, thank you for doing 
that because it means a lot to 
everybody at the club,” Ar-
teta was quoted as saying by 
Sky Sports.

Arteta also expressed 
happiness with his team’s 

performance saying that the 
home crowd generated a lot 
of belief and energy for his 
team, which showed “a lot of 
composure and real quality, 
but also real clarity to un-
derstand what the game de-
manded, and they executed 
that really well.”

On his team’s title ambi-
tions, the manager said, 
“What I tell the players is 
we have to focus on us. We 
cannot control what the 
opponents are going to do, 
how good they are going 
to become or how many 
points they are going to get 
or drop, so we have to focus 
on our performance, what 
we are doing every day and 
what has brought us here. 
It is not a coincidence, so 
we need to keep doing what 
we are doing. We overcame 
a challenge and a difficult 
moment on top of injuries 
that we had with Jesus, 
Smith Rowe and Tomiyasu 
out. The team still believed 
and played to the level that 
they did again.”

Arsenal will be playing 
Brighton on New Year’s Eve. 
While West Ham will host 
Brentford on Friday. 

 PREMIER LEAGUE
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ARTETA’S ARSENAL MAKE STUNNING 
COMEBACK AGAINST WEST HAM

Arsenal deeated West Ham 3-1 at the Emirates stadium.

Gakpo was a noticeable figure for The Netherlands at the FIFA WC.

India’s badminton star HS 
Prannoy has been reward-
ed for his brilliant streak in 
2022 as he regained his ca-
reer-high ranking of world 
number eight on Tuesday.

Prannoy has been in a 
rich vein of form in 2022, 
having played a pivotal role 
in India’s maiden Thomas 
Cup title. The shuttler 
was also the only Indian 
to feature in the BWF 
World Tour finals where 
he finished with a victory 
over World No 1 Viktor 
Axelsen of Denmark in his 
third and final Group A 
men’s singles match. The 
Badminton Association of 
India shared a tweet to con-
firm the news, “The Beast 
on his career-high rank. 
Congratulations @PRAN-

NOYHSPRI.”
The shuttler was hon-

oured with the Arjuna 
Award by the govern-
ment of India in the month 
of November. Prannoy 
also became the World’s 
Number one player in the 
men’s singles category 
in the BWF World Tour 
Rankings. In the rankings 
updated on September 6, 

Prannoy emerged as the 
number one shuttler in 
tour rankings.

The 30-year-old achieved 
his best ranking in four 
years after he climbed two 
spots to achieve world 
number 16 status in the up-
dated BWF World Rank-
ings earlier in September.

Lakshya Sen remains the 
top-ranked Indian in the 

men’s singles category. The 
shuttler is ranked seventh 
on the list.

Experienced shuttler 
Kidambi Srikanth has 
dropped down one posi-
tion to be ranked 12th in 
the men’s singles category.

Viktor Axelsen of Den-
mark holds the top spot 
in men’s singles rankings, 
Malaysian Lee Zii Jia is 
ranked second while Loh 
Kean Yew from Singapore 
occupies the third spot.

India’s men’s doubles pair 
of Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy and Chirag Shetty have 
maintained the fifth spot in 
the BWF rankings.

PV Sindhu has slipped 
down one position to be 
ranked seventh in the 
women’s singles category. 
The shuttler has been 
missing in action after suf-
fering an ankle injury.

BADMINTON WORLD FEDERATION

HS Prannoy reclaims career-best 
rank, PV Sindhu drops one spot
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI  

HS Prannoy is now ranked 8th in the world.
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Star all-rounder Hardik 
Pandya will lead In-
dia in the three-match 

T20I series against Sri Lanka 
at home, starting on January 
3, while opener Rohit Shar-
ma will return for the three 
ODIs that follow, the BCCI 
announced on Tuesday.

The experienced players 
Rohit, Virat Kohli and Ra-
hul didn’t find a space in the 
T20I squad but they all have 
been included for the ODI 
series that begins on Janu-
ary 10. On the other hand, 
all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja, 
who underwent a knee-sur-
gery, along with pacer Jasprit 
Bumrah, who missed the 
T20 World Cup with back in-
jury, have not been included 
in both the squads.

Me a nwh i l e ,  ve t e r a n 
opener Shikhar Dhawan 
has been dropped from the 
ODI squad after a poor run 
in Bangladesh. Dhawan has 
been battling poor form in 
the ODI format this year and 

his average of 34.40 and the 
strike rate of 74.21 in 2022 is 
the lowest he has registered 
ever since his comeback in 
2013.

On the other hand, Rishabh 
Pant was not included in ei-
ther the ODI or the T20I 
squad and the BCCI media 
release didn’t clarify if he was 
injured, rested or dropped. 
The wicketkeeper-batter 

didn’t feature in the ODIs in 
Bangladesh as well before 
returning for the two-match 
Test series.

The other notable omission 
is that of pacer Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar while Mohd. Shami 
returned for ODIs after miss-
ing the 50-over match series 
against Bangladesh.

Interestingly, Hardik, who 
will lead India again in the 

shortest format after being 
named skipper for the series 
in New Zealand immediately 
after the T20 World Cup, has 
also been elevated as the vice-
captain in the 50 over format 
despite KL Rahul’s presence 
in the squad. Middle-order 
batter Suryakumar Yadav 
will be Hardik’s deputy in 
the T20I setup.

The selectors have also 

included uncapped pacers 
Shivam Mavi and Mukesh 
Kumar in the squad for the 
three-match T20I series. 
Shubman Gill and Shreyas 
Iyer have been omitted from 
the T20I squad in favour of 
Ruturaj Gaikwad and Rahul 
Tripathi.

The only surprise call is 
that of Shivam Mavi, who 
received his maiden call-up 
to the national squad. The 
24-year-old UP pacer has 
been included for the T20I 
series.

While Washington Sundar, 
Axar Patel and Yuzvendra 
Chahal are part of both the 
squads, Kuldeep Yadav finds 
place only in the ODI side.

India’s squad for Sri Lanka 
T20Is: Hardik Pandya (Cap-
tain), Ishan Kishan (wk), 
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shubman 
Gill, Suryakumar Yadav 
(VC), Deepak Hooda, Rahul 
Tripathi, Sanju Samson, 
Washington Sundar, Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Axar Patel, 
Arshdeep Singh, Harshal 
Patel, Umran Malik, Shivam 
Mavi, Mukesh Kumar.

AGAINST SRI LANKA
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FLAMBOYANT HARDIK TO LEAD INDIA 
IN T20IS, ROHIT RETURNS FOR ODIS 

This will be team India’s first home series in 2023.

KARACHI TEST

Conway, Latham propel
Kiwis to a solid start   

Devon Conway and Tom 
Latham added 165 un-
beaten runs opening stand 
to propel New Zealand to 
165/0 in 47 overs as Paki-
stan toiled on a Karachi 
pitch on the second day of 
the first Test on Tuesday.

The Kiwis are now 273 
runs behind Pakistan’s 
first-innings total of 438, 
which included a bril-
liant maiden century from 
middle-order batter Agha 
Salman. Conway became 
the fastest New Zealand 
batter in history to reach 
1,000 runs in his 11th Test 
when he reached 82 at the 
close, ably supported by 
Latham, who was unbeat-
en on 78.

The fact that Babar Azam 
himself came on to roll his 
arm over as stumps ap-
proached indicated how 
dominant the batting was 
and how ineffective the 
bowling was, having also 
bowled the final over be-
fore tea. New Zealand’s 
deficit had shrunk to 273 
after Agha Salman’s maid-
en Test century earlier in 

the day had pushed Paki-
stan to 438.

Salman’s 103 was the 
highlight of Pakistan’s 
batting after skipper Babar 
Azam fell in the first over 
of the day without adding 
to his overnight score of 
161.

New Zealand got off to 
a good start when fast 
bowler Tim Southee 
forced an edge off Azam’s 
bat to wicketkeeper Tom 
Blundell. In his 365-min-
ute innings, Azam hit 16 
boundaries and a six.

In the first session, Paki-
stan also lost Nauman 
(seven) and Mohammad 
Wasim (two) for a total of 
60 runs. Before New Zea-
land took two wickets in 
three runs, Salman added 
54 runs for the seventh 

wicket. Pacer Neil Wag-
ner caught Nauman with 
a short-pitched delivery 
before spinner Ish Sodhi 
caught Wasim behind. 
Salman then let go, hitting 
two consecutive boundar-
ies off Sodhi to finish with 
three figures. His previous 
best of 62 came against Sri 
Lanka in July at Galle.

Southee, who finished 
with 3-69, finally ended 
the innings by catching 
Salman leg before, bring-
ing his Test wicket total 
to 350 in his 89th Test. He 
is the third New Zealand 
bowler to take 350 or more 
wickets in Tests, joining 
Richard Hadlee (431 in 86 
Tests) and Daniel Vettori 
(362 in 113) on the list. Dur-
ing his 155-ball innings, 
Salman hit 17 boundaries. 
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EX-PCB CHAIRMAN

Politics should not be mixed 
with cricket: Ramiz Raja

Ramiz Raja has called the 
Pakistan government’s 
move to remove him as Pak-
istan Cricket Board (PCB) 
chair after just one year into 
his three-year term “politi-
cal interference”.

Ramiz Raja was removed 
from the post of chairman 
of the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB). Former PCB 
chief Najam Sethi returned 
as head of a committee that 
will also include former 
Pakistan skippers Shahid 
Afridi and Sana Mir. “Poli-
tics should not be mixed up 
in cricket. This is a game 
of cricketers and a playing 
field for them. Some people 
come from outside the cir-
cle, and to adjust one person 
[Sethi], they had to change 
the entire constitution. I 
have “Politics should not be 
mixed up in cricket”: Ramiz 
Raja on being ousted as PCB 
chairman,” Ramiz said on 
his YouTube channel.

“There is etiquette to do 
things and it has been done 

in the middle of the season 
when teams are visiting 
Pakistan. Then you have 
changed the chief selector 
[Mohammad Wasim] re-
gardless of him doing good 
or bad. He has played Test 
cricket for Pakistan, and 
you should make them 
leave with respect,” Ramiz 
said.

The new committee will 
have 120 days to amend the 
PCB constitution, replacing 
the 2019 version with the 
2014 version. According to 
the 2014 constitution, the 

committee will be in charge 
of choosing a chairman and 
creating a board of gover-
nors.

“And then he [Sethi] 
tweets late in the night at 
that Ramiz is gone. It hurts 
because I have played for 
Pakistan. It has been made 
out as if a messiah [Sethi] 
has come, who will take the 
game to new heights. We 
know what are the motives 
behind it. They love the en-
titlement and want the lime-
light otherwise they have 
nothing to do with cricket, 

and they have never lifted 
a bat. They have changed 
the set-up in the middle of 
the season, they are bring-
ing back Micky Arthur. 
Saqlain Mushtaq’s tenure 
was ending anyway in Janu-
ary. Saqlain has played over 
50 [49] Tests, he is a legend. 
This is no way to treat crick-
eters,” he further added.

Ramiz Raja and his Board 
were recently ousted by the 
Pakistani government after 
the PCB’s 2019 constitution 
was revoked and a 14-mem-
ber committee chaired by 
Sethi was given full execu-
tive authority to work on 
restoring the department 
structure, which had been 
eliminated in 2019 after Im-
ran Khan was elected as the 
nation’s prime minister (the 
PM of Pakistan is the PCB’s 
patron-in-chief).

All committees estab-
lished under the defunct 
2019 constitution, includ-
ing the selection committee, 
were dismissed on Friday 
by the new PCB manage-
ment committee which took 
office on Thursday.

TDG NETWORK
LAHORE

Ramiz Raja.

STEEL CITY WELCOME HEROES

INDIAN HOCKEY TEAM ARRIVES IN 
ODISHA AHEAD OF FIH WORLD CUP
The Indian men’s hockey 
team arrived on Tuesday 
in Odisha nearly two weeks 
ahead of their opening 
match at the much-awaited 
FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s 
World Cup 2023 Bhu-
baneswar-Rourkela. Led 
by Captain Harmanpreet 
Singh, the Indian team first 
landed in Bhubaneswar 
at the Biju Patnaik Inter-
national Airport before 
making their way to the 
Veer Surendra Sai Airport, 
Jharsuguda. From the Jhar-
suguda airport, the team 
and Indian Men’s Hockey 
Team Chief Coach Graham 
Reid travelled to Rourkela, 
where they will go through 
the final preparations.

Upon their arrival, the In-
dian Men’s Hockey Team 
received a warm reception 
from the fans who had 
gathered in large numbers 
outside both airports to 
welcome the team. Speak-
ing on the mood and at-
mosphere in Odisha ahead 

of the tournament, Chief 
Coach Graham Reid said, 
“Odisha is like our second 
home and we are very hap-
py to be back here. We are 
looking forward to the next 
two weeks here in Rourkela 
and will be going through 
final touches to our game. 
We are well-prepared for 
the challenge and expect the 
pitch conditions to be simi-
lar to that of Bhubaneswar.” 
The Indian Men’s Hockey 
Team, are placed in Pool 

D, along with Spain, Eng-
land, and Wales. Following 
their match against Spain 
on the first day of the com-
petition, India will play 
England on Sunday, Janu-
ary 15th, in Rourkela, fol-
lowed by their final group 
encounter against Wales on 
Thursday, January 19th in 
Bhubaneswar. All of India’s 
group-stage matches will 
start at 1900 hours IST.

“We haven’t played in 
Rourkela yet but I think it 

is a wonderful opportunity 
for the team to be playing 
in front of such passionate 
hockey fans in this region. 
We are all looking forward 
to our first match here,” 
Reid added.

The 16 teams competing 
in the tournament are Aus-
tralia, Belgium, the Neth-
erlands, India, Argentina, 
Germany, New Zealand, 
England, France, Korea, 
Malaysia, Spain, South Afri-
ca, Japan, Chile, and Wales. 
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The hockey team reached Bhubaneswar on Tuesday.

BACK TO RESPECTIVE CLUBS

FIFA WORLD CUP HEROES RETURN TO ACTION  
WITH LALIGA, SERIE A, LIGUE1
After locking horns in the 
FIFA World Cup final, Golden 
Boot winner Kylian Mbappe 
and Golden Ball winner Lio-
nel Messi will come together 
alongside several other sensa-
tional players for Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG) in the Ligue1.

The French club’s fixture on 
December 29 is likely to also 
feature World Cup stars such 
Brazil’s Neymar. LaLiga will 
see the return of 2022 FIFA 
World Cup winners like Ro-
drigo De Paul for Atletico de 
Madrid and Alejandro Go-
mez for Sevilla FC, along with 
members of the runners-up 
French squad like Ousmane 
Dembele for FC Barcelona 
and Antoine Griezmann for 
Atletico de Madrid.

The Serie A is among the 

most competitive leagues in 
the world and will see FIFA 
World Cup winners Angel di 
Maria and Paulo Dybala re-

turn to action for Juventus FC 
and A.S. Roma respectively. 
French stars such as Adrien 
Rabiot will return to action 

for Juventus while Theo Her-
nandez will go to battle for AC 
Milan on January 4, next year, 
as they vie to conquer Italy in 

the second half of the Serie A 
season. wLigue1 will return 
to our TVs, smartphones and 
tablets first, as the competi-

tion will resume on Decem-
ber 28 with AC Ajaccio facing 
Angers. LaLiga will kick-off 
on December 29 with a match-
up between Girona and Rayo 
Vallecano.

The Serie A resumes in the 
New Year on January 4 with 
a clash between Salernitana 
and reigning champions AC 
Milan. Sassuolo will lock 
horns with Sampdoria on the 
same day.

Viacom18 Sports, India’s 
newest premier sports net-
work, will continue bringing 
the biggest stars of the recent-
ly concluded FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 202 to Indian viewers.

LaLiga, Ligue1, and Serie A 
will be streamed live on Jio-
Cinema for free as club foot-
ball action returns to Europe. 
Matches from these leagues 
will also continue to air on 
Sports18.

TEST SERIES VS S AFRICA

Cameron Green’s 
injury depletes Oz  

Australia might be without 
the services of all-rounder 
Cameron Green in South 
Africa’s second innings af-
ter he was hit on the finger 
and had to retire hurt in the 
host’s first inning.

David Warner is antici-
pated to be able to resume 
his double century on the 
third day after he retired 
hurt with a cramp during 
Australia’s match against 
South Africa at the MCG. 
However, Australia faces 
the prospect of pressing 
for victory against South 
Africa with a weakened 
bowling attack after all-
rounder Cameron Green 
joined Mitchell Starc with 
a finger injury. Anrich 
Nortje’s delivery at 144 kph 
struck Green on the glove 
late on day two, drawing 
blood from his right index 

finger. He first left the field 
and was sent for a scan af-
ter play despite the physio 
and doctor’s best efforts to 
treat him there.

Green’s injury concern 
comes after that of Starc, 
who during the first day 
of play dislocated the tip of 
his left middle finger while 
attempting to take a catch 
at long-on. Despite being a 
huge doubt for the Sydney 
Test, a CA spokeswoman 
stated Starc was available 
to participate in the re-
maining games and had a 
quick bowl in the nets be-
fore play on Tuesday. It is 
unclear if he will bat con-
sidering Australia already 
has a sizable advantage.

The ICC rules, which for-
bid bowlers from wearing 
any tape or strapping on 
their bowling hand, make 
it more difficult for Starc 
and Green to safeguard 
their injuries. 
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Devon Conway and Tom Latham added 165 unbeaten runs.
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