
dubious plans many injuries 

‘A glorious century rests at feet 
of God…in Maa’: PM’s mother 
Heeraben passes away at 100

pFi used yoga camps  
to train recruits:  
nia charge sheet

rishabh pant meets with 
serious car accident; 
hospitalised, stable now

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s moth-
er Heeraben Modi, who was admitted 
to a hospital in Ahmedabad, passed 
away at 100 at around 3:30 am at the 
UN Mehta Institute of Cardiology and 
Research Centre in Ahmedabad, ac-
cording to a bulletin from the hospital. 
She was hospitalised on Wednesday 
after her health deteriorated.

Informing about her demise, the 
Prime Minister posted a heartfelt tweet 
early Friday morning, “A glorious cen-
tury rests at the feet of God... In Maa, 
I have always felt that trinity, which 
contains the journey of an ascetic, the 
symbol of a selfless Karmayogi and a 
life committed to values.”

PM Modi recalled his visit to his 
mother on her 100th birthday this year. 

“When I met her on her 100th birthday, 
she said one thing, which is always re-
membered that work with intelligence, 

live life with purity, that is, work with 
intelligence and live life with purity,” 
PM Modi tweeted.  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 

Friday in Gandhinagar performed the 
last rites of his mother, Heeraben Modi, 
who passed away this morning. 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has filed a 
charge sheet against 11 ac-
cused persons for organizing 
terror training camps and 
recruiting people for terror 

acts by the banned outfit 
Popular Front of India (PFI). 

Filed before a special court 
in Hyderabad, the NIA 
charge sheet has revealed

I n d i a n  a c e  c r i c ke t e r 
Rishabh Pant met with a se-
rious accident while return-
ing from Delhi to Roorkee as 
his car collided with the di-
vider on the Narsan border 
of Roorkee near Hammad-

pur Jhal. 
Haridwar SP (Rural) Swa-

pan Kishore said that Pant 
has been admitted to the 
Max Hospital in Dehradun. 

“Cricketer Rishabh Pant’s 
car met with an accident be-
tween Manglaur and Nar-
san in Haridwar district. 

ashram Flyover 
to be shut From 
1 january
New Delhi: Starting 
from January 1, 2023, 
both the carriageways 
of the Ashram Flyover 
Road will be closed due 
to the construction of a 
connecting road between 
the Ashram Flyover and 
New Delhi-Noida Direct 
(DND) Flyover, informed 
the Public works 
Department (PwD). 
During this period, both 
carriageways of the ring 
road on the underside 
of the flyover will be 
operational for traf-
fic. Regarding this, the 
Delhi traffic police have 
issued an advisory for 
commuters. The general 
public has been advised 
to park their vehicle at 
designated places and 
plan journeys to reach 
hospitals, iSBTs, railway 
stations and airports well 
in advance.

tigress’ dead 
body Found in mp
UmARiA: Officials of 
the forest department 
in madhya Pradesh’s 
Umaria on Friday found 
a dead body of a tigress. 

“The carcass was found 
under suspicious cir-
cumstances in section 
234 of the Kanchodar 
beat of the Ghunghuti 
forest range of the Gen-
eral Forest Division,” the 
forest department said in 
a statement. “The Range 
Officer along with his 
team reached the spot 
after receiving the infor-
mation. After informing 
the senior officials, the 
Divisional Forest Official 
(DFO) and Sub Divi-
sional Officer (SDO) also 
reached the spot,” the 
statement added. “
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uzbekistan Fall out 
i will not sit quietly until sheezan 
is punished: tunisha’s mother

we will address media soon,  
says sheezan’s sister

new journey oF modernisation in 
railways next 8 years: pm modi 

reports oF reconciliation with 
congress ‘baseless’: azad 

Adani Group 
completes majority 
acquisition of NDTV

Govt stops manufacturing 
of all drugs at Noida 
pharma company 

Deceased TV actor Tuni-
sha Sharma’s mother 
Vanita Sharma  on Friday 
vowed to bring accused 
Sheezan Khan to justice as 
she clarified her daughter 
was only ailing from Ob-
sessive-Compulsive Dis-
order (OCD) and no other 
disease. 
“She had no other disease 
but OCD, she was very 
much conscious about 
cleanliness,” Vanita Shar-
ma said addressing the 
media persons in Mumbai, 
and added that she will not 

sit quietly until the accused, 
Sheezan Khan, is punished. 

Tunisha was found hang-
ing at a TV serial set on 24 
December. 

Vanita on Friday also 
said that she suspected her 
daughter was murdered 
and also added that her 
accused co-star Sheezan 
Khan forced her to wear 
Hijab.

After the deceased TV actor 
Tunisha Sharma’s mother, 
Vanita Sharma publicly ac-
cused Sheezan Khan of her 
daughter’s death, the latter’s 
sister Falaq Naaz said that 
they will answer the allega-
tions soon. 
“I will answer the allega-
tions made by Tunisha’s 
mother in the press confer-
ence soon. Right now, our 
priority is our brother who 

is under the police’s cus-
tody,” Falaq Naaz said add-
ing that their family would 
come before the media 
to answer the allegations 
being made against them. 
Falaq Naaz is the sister of 
Sheezan Khan, who has 
been accused in the death 
of Tunisha Sharma by her 
family as she was found 
hanging on the sets of her 
TV show on 24 December, 
reportedly 15 days after her 
breakup with her co-star 
and accused Sheezan.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday inaugurated 
multiple projects of the Indi-
an Railway in Kolkata. 

Just a short while after 
he performed the last rites 

of his mother Heeraben 
who passed away early this 
morning, PM Modi joined 
the event at Howrah Railway 
Station through video con-
ferencing. Apologising for 
not being able to be present 
physically at the event, PM 
Modi said, “I was supposed 

to come to West Bengal but 
due to personal reasons, I 
am unable to be there. I seek 
forgiveness from the people 
of Bengal.” 

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion event of Railway proj-
ects, the Prime Minister said

Democratic Azad Party 
chief Ghulam Nabi Azad on 
Friday termed as “completely 
baseless” report based on 
sources that he is likely to 
return to Congress and that 
talks have been initiated for 
reconciliation. 

He said a section of Con-
gress leaders were trying 
to spread such stories to de-

moralise supporters of his 
party. “Unfortunately such 
stories are being planted by a 
section of leaders in the con-
gress party right now and are 
doing this just to demoralise 
my leaders and supporters”. 

Azad, a former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister, said 
in tweets that he has no ill-
will against Congress and 
its leadership and “request 
them to tell these habitual 
story planters to refrain from 

doing so”. 
The former union minister 

said he had not talked to any 
Congress leader and no one 
had called him. Azad said he 
will emerge stronger “despite 
the rumours” and whatever 
he had to say, he has con-
veyed through his resigna-
tion letter. 

Azad has been moving 
around Jammu and Kashmir 
and getting very good

 

Acquisition of majority 
share of NDTV by Adani 
Group is complete. On Fri-
day, the Adani Group said it 
had acquired 27.26 per cent 
equity stake in NDTV from 
the promoters--Prannoy 
Roy and Radhika Roy--in-
dicating that the group had 
acquired the majority stake 
in the media firm. 

In a statement on Fri-

day, the Adani Group said, 
“RRPR, an indirect subsid-

iary of Adani Enterprises 
and member of the promot-
er/promoter group of NDTV, 
has acquired 27.26 per cent 
equity stake in NDTV from 
Mr. Prannoy Roy and Mrs. 
Radhika Roy (“Sellers”) by 
way of inter-se transfer un-
der Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (Substantial 
Acquisition of Shares and 
Takeovers) Regulations,

Union Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya on Friday 
said that all manufacturing 
activities of the Noida-based 
pharma company have 
been stopped in view of the 
reports of contamination in 

cough syrup Dok1 Max. 
“Following inspection by @
CDSCO_INDIA_INF [Cen-
tral Drugs Standard Control 
Organisation] team in view 
of reports of contamination 
in cough syrup Dok1 Max, 
all manufacturing activities 
of Marion Biotech at NOIDA
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end oF an journey 

Rest in peace 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi attends last rites of his 
mother Heeraben Modi, in Gandhinagar on Friday. ANi

India is planning to ex-
pedite efforts to reduce 
its import reliance on 

China amid Beijing’s grow-
ing aggression along the 
Line of Actual Control 
(LAC). As part of this strat-
egy, New Delhi is going to 
ramp up trade cooperation 
with several countries in 
the west and other regions. 
While India is increasing 
engagement with the UK, 
European Union (EU) and 
Canada in a bid to sign the 
Free Trade Agreement in 
2023, it is also working on 
enhancing business and 
trade cooperation with vari-
ous other countries in dif-

ferent formats.   
Union Commerce Minis-

ter Piyush Goyal on Friday 
made an important state-
ment in this context. At a 
function in Mumbai, the 
minister said he expects at 
least two more free trade 
agreements to be signed up 
in 2023. “Negotiations are 
scheduled with the UK, Eu-
ropean Union and Canada,” 
Goyal said. 

Diplomatic sources see 
it as an indication about 
India’s on-going efforts to 
ramp up trade ties with the 
key countries in the west 
and other regions of the 
world so as to reduce im-
port reliance on China. “The 
Modi government is keen 
that India’s own manufac-

turing capacity is built and 
developed tremendously 
as part of Atma Nirbhar 
Bharat mission,” sources 
said. A diplomat told The 
Daily Guardian, “The In-
dian government is working 
hard to ensure that India 
achieves the ability to export 
manufactured products to 
China.”  

In a significant develop-
ment, the India-Australia 
Economic Cooperation and 
Trade Agreement signed in 
April this year finally came 
into force on Thursday. 
Goyal said that FTA with 
Australia would benefit a 
slew of sectors, including 
textiles, gems and jewellery 
and information technology 
which get aided by the drop-

ping of double taxation.  He 
expected Indian IT com-
panies’ billing to Australia 
alone to grow to $1 billion 
in the next 5.7 years from $ 
200 million.

“China is one of the fac-
tors that India is keeping in 
mind while accelerating ef-
forts to grow trade ties with 
western countries. India’s 
agenda to sign some more 
FTAs is part of the same 
strategy,” sources said. 

Goyal further said that 
the Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partner-
ship (RCEP), which In-
dia walked out of in 2019, 
would have become a free 
trade agreement with China 
in effect.  

india ramps up eFForts to 
reduce reliance on china 

exclusive 

 India to have trade agreements with  several countries in coming days 
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Condolences have started pouring in 
from across the world over the de-
mise of the mother of Prime minister 
Narendra modi at an Ahmedabad 
hospital early Friday.
Japanese Prime minister Fumio 
Kishida was one of the first world 
leaders to offer condolences 
to Pm Narendra modi over the 
passing away of his mother, 
heeraben modi. Kishida tweeted, 
“Pm modi @narendramodi, i 
would like to express my deepest 

condolences for the passing of 
your beloved mother. may her 
soul rest in peace.” 
Nepal Prime minister Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal ‘Prachanda’ also expressed 
sadness over the death of Pm modi’s 
mother. in a tweet, Nepal Pm stated, 
“i’m deeply saddened to learn about 
the passing away of Smt. heeraba 
modi, loving mother of Prime minister 
@PmOindia At this hour of grief, i 
express heartfelt condolences to Pm 
modi ji and the family members and 
pray for eternal peace of the departed 
soul.”  

world leaders oFFer condolences
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great loss 

Woke up to the sad news 
that mother of our Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has moved on to a new life. 
Death is a loss. And the 
death of a beloved mother 
is a great loss to a child. You 
cannot define or explain the 
love of a mother and a child. 
It is magical, it is divine.

I have never had the op-
portunity to meet with 
Narendra Modi’s mother 
Heeraben Modi but I can 
through the life of her son 
confidently state that she 
was a woman of immense 
conviction, fortitude, and 
most of all love for human-
ity, for our nation. She was 
an Indian mother at heart. 
She was a warrior in spirit. 
Heeraben Modi’s teachings 
to her son Narendra Modi 
and the values imparted to 
him have been instrumen-
tal in shaping India’s future. 
Prime Minister Modi is a re-
flection of his mother in his 
devotion and dedication to 
Bharat Mata.

It is never easy for a 
mother to see her child face 
tribulations and struggles 
in their life. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has been 
through a living hell and 
continuously fights off vi-
cious attacks on himself and 
his agenda to do good for 
India. Every mental, physi-

cal and emotional strain on 
Narendra Modi would be a 
mental, physical, and emo-
tional strain on his mother. 
But it is in the trials of life 
that the warm love and 
hugs of a mother become 
one’s strength and shield.

It is never easy for a moth-
er to give up her son to serve 
a nation. The love of Naren-
dra Modi for his mother is 
so visible in Narendra Mo-
di’s love for the nation. Only 
immense love for one’s own 
mother can spur immense 
love for one’s motherland. 
And it takes a woman of 
substance to sacrifice her 
child in the duty to serve 
one’s nation.

The beauty of Narendra 
Modi as the Prime Minis-
ter of India is that he is a 
simple man on a mission 
to make India better in the 
eyes of us Indians and the 
rest of the world. He does 
not covet echelons of glob-
al power to hand over to 
the next of kin. He did not 
splurge on his family or his 
mother after reaching the 
topmost seat of power in 
the country.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is a man on a mission 
derived from a deep convic-
tion and belief that it is his 
duty to contribute to his 
motherland. This inher-
ent quality of sacrifice for 
one’s nation is something 

I am certain Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi learned 
from his mother. His moth-
er lived a life of simplicity. 
Her son learning from the 
mother lives a life of sim-
plicity.

Having met Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi person-
ally last year and having 
been touched by his sim-
plicity and non-political 
aura, I can tell you having 
met many people in high 
places in politics the most 
striking quality of Prime 
Minister Modi is that he is 
a common man, who looks 
at life through the eyes of a 
common man. That is ex-
actly how his mother has 
brought him up.

Prime Minister Modi’s 
mother was a common 
woman, living a common 
woman’s life even though 
her son is the most power-
ful man in India. She could 
have had loads of high-end 
cars, tons of gold orna-
ments, living in prime real 
estate. She could have had 
the best in the world at her 
doorstep but she did not 
covet such airs. She just 
lived her life in her own 
simplicity and with her val-
ues.

For a long time, India 
looked to women leaders 
from aristocratic families 
to draw inspiration, I find 
sometimes the most inspir-

ing women in India come 
not from aristocratic politi-
cal or business families but 
from the homes of common 
men and women. Prime 
Minister Modi’s mother 
Heeraben Modi is an inspi-
ration to me.

She is an inspiration be-
cause she taught her young 
son Narendra Modi to be a 
fighter and to be a vision-
ary. She instilled in him 
the values that are intrin-
sically Indian, she made a 
soldier without a uniform 
out of her son to fight for 
the present and future of 
our nation. To me, she is 
a real inspiration because 
she gave all that she had for 
the betterment of India and 
took nothing back in return 
in material gains but love 
and prayers.

In his grief, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi knows 
that his mother’s love, 
blessings, and prayers 
will always be with him 
and India as she moves 
on to her heavenly abode. 
He will continue to walk 
the path shown to him by 
his mother and continue 
to strive to make India 
better.

Heeraben Modi has si-
lently shaped the future 
of India through her son 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. And the future is 
simple but promising.

Heeraben Modi: a MotHer tHat sHaped 
india’s future silently

offering tributes

The Chief Ministers of Hi-
machal Pradesh, Punjab, 
Haryana and Kerala among 
others on Friday condoled 
the death of PM Modi’s 
mother Heeraben Modi, who 
passed away this morning. 
Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan said that Heera-
ben was a noble person who 
had a fulfilling life by being 
the guiding force behind PM 
Modi. “Deeply saddened to 
hear the passing of Heeraben 
Modi, beloved mother of PM 
Narendra Modi ji. She was 
a noble person who had a 
fulfilling life by being the 
guiding force behind him. 
Heartfelt condolences on be-
half of the people of Kerala,” 
Vijayan. 

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu also condoled the sad 
demise of Heeraben Modi. 
In his condolence message, 
the Chief Minister prayed to 
the Almighty to grant peace 
to the departed soul and 
strength to the bereaved 
family members to bear this 
irreparable loss. 

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann said, “Re-
ceived the sad news of the 
demise of the mother of 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi ... The departure of a 
mother from life is the big-
gest unfulfilled lack of life...I 
express my condolences to 
the Prime Minister and his 
entire family in this hour of 
grief... May God give abode 
to Mata ji at his feet...” 

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar said 
that he is very sad about 
the demise of PM Modi’s 
mother. “Respected Mataji 
Heeraben Modi ji dedicated 
her 100 years of Karmayogi 
and ascetic life at the feet 
of God. The demise of the 
respected mother of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
very sad. Mahadev gives a 
place to the virtuous soul at 
your holy feet. Om Shanti!” 
he said.

Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan 
Bhagwat offered condo-
lences to PM Modi on the 

passing away of his mother. 
Bhagwat said that Heeraben 
Modi remained committed 
to her values and had an 
unwavering faith in the al-
mighty despite the extreme 
difficulties she endured in 
her life. In a statement, the 
RSS chief said, “The demise 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s revered mother Heera 
ba brings to an end the life of 
an ascetic. 

Each and every Swayamse-
vak of the RSS offers tributes 
to the departed soul. Mataji 
remained committed to val-
ues and had an unwavering 
faith in the Almighty despite 
the extreme difficulties she 
endured in her life. She led 
a dutiful and meaningful 
life.” “We offer our deepest 
condolences to Shri Naren-
dra bhai Modi and his family 
in this hour of grief. May the 
departed soul attain Moksha! 
Om Shanti!” he added. 

CMs of various states condole 
demise of PM Modi’s mother
TDG NETWORK
AMRAVATI  

cascade of Messages

As Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s mother “Heera 
Ba” breathed her last at an 
Ahmedabad hospital early 
Friday, political leaders from 
across party lines including 
Congress’ Rahul Gandhi, JD-
U’s Nitish Kumar, Shiv Sena’s 
(UBT) Sanjay Raut expressed 
their condolences over the 
demise. 

Taking to Twitter, Rahul 
Gandhi expressed grief over 
her passing away. “The news 
of the demise of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s mother 
Heera Ba is extremely sad. 
At this difficult time, I extend 
my deepest condolences and 
love to him and his family,” 
Rahul Gandhi tweeted.  

Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar expressed grief 
at the demise and said that 
“the death of a mother is an 
unbearable and irreparable 
loss”. 

“Saddened by the passing 
away of Hira Ben, mother of 
Honorable Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. The death 
of a mother is an unbear-
able and irreparable loss. 
No one in the world can take 

the place of mother,” Kumar 
tweeted. “I pray to God to 
grant eternal peace to the 
departed soul and strength 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his family mem-
bers to bear patience in this 
hour of grief,” he added. 

Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar 
in a tweet said, “Narendra 
Bhai, I am deeply saddened 
to know about passing away 
of your mother. It’s an irrep-
arable loss of an irreplace-
able person in life! Please 
accept my sincere condo-
lences on her loss. May her 

soul rest in eternal peace.” 
Ghulam Nabi Azad was 
among the first few to ex-
press his condolences as he 
tweeted: “Saddened to hear 
the demise of Smt. Heera-
ben, mother of PM Narendra 
Modi ji. I know that words 
are of little solace at such 
times. However, my heart-
felt condolences to Hon’ble 
Prime Minister. I also pray 
for the eternal peace of the 
departed soul.”  Congress 
general secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra said, “Received 
the sad news of the demise of 
Prime Minister Shri Naren-

dra Modi’s mother. May God 
give place to the departed pi-
ous soul at the holy feet and 
give courage to Narendra 
Modi ji and all his family 
members in these moments 
of pain. Om Shanti!”  Con-
gress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge expressed heartfelt 
condolences to Narendra 
Modi on losing his beloved 
mother. “Deeply saddened 
to hear about the demise of 
Heeraben Modi. My heart-
felt condolences to Narendra 
Modi ji on the loss of his be-
loved mother. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with the 
entire family in this hour of 
grief,” Kharge. 

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot expressed his 
deepest condolences to the 
bereaved family members 
and prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace. “The 
news of the demise of Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi’s mother Heeraben is 
sad. I express my deepest 
condolences to the bereaved 
family members in this diffi-
cult time, may God give them 
strength and pray for the de-
parted soul to rest in peace,” 
Gehlot tweeted. 

condolences on passing away of pM Modi’s 
MotHer pour in froM across political divide
TDG NETWORK
new delhI    

sMuggling arMs

painful news

After failing to send infil-
trators into Jammu and 
Kashmir due to heightened 
vigil along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC), Pakistan is using 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
(UAVs) to drop weapons and 
narcotics into Indian territo-
ry. Data collected by the vari-
ous security agencies have 
revealed that there has been 
a threefold increase in drone 
sighting incidents along the 
India-Pakistan border. Of 
492 UAVs or drones observed 
on the India-Pakistan bor-
der from 1 January, 2020, to 
23 December, 2022, 311 were 
sighted this year. In 2021, 104 
drones were sighted and 77 
were seen in 2020. 

The UAVs have emerged as 
a major source of smuggling 
arms and ammunition, as 
well as drugs into India. The 
drones were sighted in differ-
ent areas in Punjab and were 
within a range of 2-10 km 
of the International Border. 
Border Security Force (BSF) 
personnel shot down over 22 
such drones and seized near-
ly 45 kg of heroin and a cache 
of arms and ammunition, in-
cluding seven grenades, two 
magazines, 60 ammunition, 
and other firearms. In June 
2021, two explosions rocked 

the high-security techni-
cal area of Indian Air Force 
(IAF) Station Jammu. Low-
flying drones were used to 
drop two Improvised Explo-
sive Devices (IEDs). 

It was the first drone attack 
on any defence establish-
ment in the country. One 
blast caused minor dam-
age to the roof of a building 
while the other exploded in 
an open area. There was no 
damage to any equipment. 
After the drone attack on the 
Jammu Air Force Station, the 
security agencies went into 
a huddle and the anti-drone 
technology was put in place 
around the sensitive loca-
tions within no time. 

As of date, all the important 
security installations have 
been provided with the lat-
est equipment to counter any 
misadventure by Pakistan 
and the terrorist handlers op-
erating from the neighbour-

ing country. In 2022, the Bor-
der Security Force shot down 
16 drones as the anti-drone 
system and in-depth patrol-
ling to tackle the menace 
helped the force to neutralize 
the threat posed by the UAVs. 

The anti-drone systems 
that have been installed at 
some specific locations along 
the India-Pakistan border 
and Line of Control (LoC) are 
also coming in handy in de-
tecting and neutralising the 
drone threat. More such sys-
tems are being put in place 
to defeat the machinations 
of the terror bosses sitting 
across the border. 

The BSF has also started 
three-four km of in-depth 
patrolling so that the per-
son trying to pick up the 
items dropped by these 
drones can be caught. 
Soldiers who shoot down 
these drones are being pro-
vided with special incentives. 

Union Minister Smriti Irani 
expressed her grief over the 
demise of PM Modi’s mother 
Heeraben Modi and said, 
“The demise of PM Naren-
dra Modi ji’s mother Heera 
Ba is very painful news. 
Mother has a special place in 
a person’s life. I pray to God 
to grant the departed soul 
a place at his feet and give 
strength to the Prime Minis-
ter and his family to bear the 
loss. Om Shanti.” 

BJP National President JP 
Nadda expressed condolence 
and said her “affection and 

truthfulness gave the coun-
try successful leadership”. "I 
express my deepest condo-
lences on the demise of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi ji's 
respected mother. The strug-
gling and virtuous life of 
Heera Baji is always an inspi-
ration, whose affection and 
truthfulness gave the country 
successful leadership. Moth-
er's departure is an irrepara-
ble loss; it is impossible to fill 
this emptiness," Nadda said 
in a tweet.

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Ad-
ityanath said that the death 
of a mother is an unbearable 
and irreparable loss for a son. 

pak using uavs to spread terror in J-k 
as soldiers keep infiltrators at bay

Smriti Irani, J.P. Nadda, 
CM Yogi pay homage as 
PM's mother passes away
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expressing grief

Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah ex-
pressed grief over 

the demise of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s mother 
Heeraben Modi, on Friday. 
In a series of tweets, Amit 
Shah said, “It is very sad to 
know about the demise of 
the Prime Minister @naren-
dramodi ji’s respected Mataji 
Hira Ba. Mother is the first 
friend and teacher of a per- son’s life, the pain of losing her is undoubtedly the big-

gest pain in the world.” “The 
struggles Heera Ba faced to 
nurture the family is a role 
model for all. Her sacrificial 
ascetic life will always be re-
membered. The entire nation 
stands with Prime Minister 
Modi and his family in this 
hour of grief. The prayers 
of crores of people are with 
you. Om Shanti,” the Union 
Home Minister added. 

Several leaders and min-
isters expressed their con-
dolences on the demise of 

PM Modi’s mother.  Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh ex-
pressed grief and highlight-
ed the value of a mother in 
one’s life and said that its 
void is “impossible to fill”. 
Ahead of the recently held 
Gujarat assembly polls, the 
prime minister during cam-
paigning had visited his 
mother who turned 100 this 
June. Heeraben had also cast 
her vote in the second phase 
of the Gujarat Assembly 
polls.

HoMe Minister aMit sHaH expresses 
grief on pM Modi’s MotHer’s deMise
TDG NETWORK
new delhI

File Picture of Prime Minister Narendra Modi meeting his mother 
Heeraben Modi, who passed away at the UN Mehta Institute of 
Cardiology and Research Centre in Ahmedabad. 

Devotees gather to offer prayer during the Ganga aarti for Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's mother Heeraben Modi, who passed 
away in Ahmedabad. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi attends last rites of his mother 
Heeraben Modi, in Gandhinagar on Friday.

BSF troops with a Pak drone that was shot down.

priyanka to 
contest froM 
raebareli?
AICC General sec-
retary in charge of 
uttar Pradesh Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra is all set 
to join Bharat Jodo 
Yatra when Rahul starts 
on 3 January. It is being 
speculated in Congress 
Circle that Chairperson 
of Congress Parlia-
mentary party sonia 
Gandhi may not contest 
next lok sabha poll 
from the Gandhi baston 
Raebareli. If she does 
not contest Priyanka 
may fill the slot and 
will start her political 
journey in Parliamen-
tary politics. But it is 
not clear whether sonia 
Gandhi will continue 
as Chairman of the 
parliamentary party. 
Congress leaders claim 
without being Member 
of Parliament she can 
continue as Chairman 
after lok sabha poll. 
Congress party manag-
ers of Bharat Jodo Yatra 
has already amended 
the journey route before 
entering haryana. now 
Bharat Jodo Yatra may 
pass through western 
uttar Pradesh for a 
longer period. Priyanka 
will be all along with his 
brother Rahul during 
Yatra and perhaps may 
announce her intention 
for contesting next lok 
sabha poll in 2024.

varun gandHi 
May Join bHarat 
Jodo yatra 
The recent speech 
given by Varun Gandhi 
in sultanpur has cre-
ated new speculation 
about his joining with 
brother Rahul in Bharat 
Jodo Yatra. Varun was 
speaking in tune with 
the speech given by Ra-
hul during the course 
of Yatra. he was saying 
the need of the hour is 
to connect Indians with 
each other and should 
rise against communal 
divide. In delhi Rahul 
said about the dividing 
communities in reli-
gious line. People heard 
Varun was echoing  the 
same speech of Rahul. 
It may be expected that 
Priyanka may invite 
Varun to join the Yatra 
as she is from the Gan-
dhi family and keeps in 
touch with Varun. 

pM announces 
dredging of ‘adi 
ganga’ in kolkata 
while presiding over 
second meeting of 
national Ganga Council 
PM Modi announced 
an ambitious project of 
cleaning the ‘Adi Ganga’ 
flowing in Kolkata. It 
has converted to Tolly’s 
canal. In early 18th 
century it happened to 
be main riverine route 
of hooghly river which 
has become depository 
of waste of Kolkata city. 
Chief Minister Mamta 
Banerjee’s residence 
is on the bank of this 
canal where she has 
been staying since 
the days their family 
reached Kolkata from 
rural bengal. 

on the radar

Gautam lahiri
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday chaired 
the second meeting of the 
National Ganga Council 
(NGC) meeting in Kolkata 
via video conferencing. 
The meeting was attended 
by the Union Minister for Jal 
Shakti, and other Union Min-
isters who are members of 
the council besides the Chief 
Ministers of Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand 
and West Bengal. 

Instead of Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar, 
Deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav 
was present at the meeting. 
The Prime Minister at-
tended the meeting virtu-
ally after he performed 

the last rites of his mother 
Heeraben who passed 
away early this morning. 
PM Modi also virtually in-
augurated multiple proj-
ects of the Indian Railways. 
The National Ganga Council 
has been given the overall re-
sponsibility for the superin-
tendence of pollution preven-
tion and rejuvenation of River 
Ganga and its tributaries. 

Namami Gange Programme 
is an Integrated Conserva-
tion Mission, approved as a 
‘Flagship Programme’ by the 
Central Government in June 
2014 with a budget outlay of 
Rs 20,000 crore to accom-
plish the twin objectives of 
effective abatement of pollu-
tion, conservation and reju-
venation of the national river 
Ganga.

At the 46th meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the 
National Mission for Clean 
Ganga (NMCG), projects 
worth about Rs 2,700 for 
the development of sewer-
age infrastructure in the 
Ganga basin were approved. 
Out of the approved proj-
ects, 12 pertain to the devel-
opment of sewerage infra-
structure in Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, and West 
Bengal worth more than 
Rs 2,700 crore, a Ministry 
of Jal Shakti release said. 
Recently, the Namami Gange 
initiative has been recog-
nised by the United Nations 
(UN) as one of the Top 10 
World Restoration Flag-
ships programmes aimed at 
reviving the natural world. 

To investigate the death 
of two Russian nation-
als, Odisha Police Crime 
Branch on Friday arrived 
at the Sai International ho-
tel in Rayagada where the 
foreigners were found dead. 
The team consisting of four 
officers is led by DSP Saroj 
Kant Mahanto that has two 
forensic experts and pho-

tographers to assist the CID-
Crime Branch probe.

Russian national Pavel An-
tov died after allegedly fall-
ing from a hotel’s third floor 
on December 24. 

Vladimir Bidenov had 
earlier died “due to heart at-
tack”, Odisha Police said cit-
ing the post-mortem report. 
The pol ice  said  CID-
Crime Branch are cross-
checking the information 

collected from their co-
travellers Pansasenko Na-
talia and Turov Mikhail. 
Both the Russian tour-
ists are fully cooperating 
with the inquiry, the Crime 
Branch said in a statement. 
Earlier on Thursday, Odisha 
Police said the new team is 
entrusted with the respon-
sibility of visiting the spot, 
examining the witnesses and 
identifying evidence.

In a major development in 
the investigation of the Ut-
tarakhand Subordinate Ser-
vices Selection Commission 
(UKSSC) paper leak case, 
the Uttarakhand Police Spe-
cial Task Force (STF) com-
pleted the assessment of the 
illegally acquired property 

of the main accused Hakim 
Singh’s associates, the po-
lice informed on Thursday. 
The police said the assessment 
of the illegally acquired prop-
erty of two associates -- Chan-
dan Singh Manral and Ankit 
Ramola -- has been completed. 

A detailed report has 
also been sent to the Deh-
radun Distr ict  magis-

trate (DM), the police said. 
The case pertains to a writ-
ten exam conducted by the 
UKSSSC in December 2021. 
It was one of the major ex-
aminations conducted by 
the commission for 854 
posts across 13 departments. 
However, there were wide-
spread allegations of ir-
regularities in the conduct 

of the test. Following these 
allegations, Uttarakhand 
CM Pushkar Singh Dhami 
called for a probe and strict 
action against those guilty. 
Following this, the secre-
tary of the commission was 
removed from the post. 
A Special Task Force (STF) was 
also constituted to investigate 
the alleged irregularities. 

PM MODI VIRTUALLY CHAIRS NATIONAL 
GANGA COUNCIL MEETING

ODISHA: CRIME BRANCH ARRIVES TO INVESTIGATE 
DEATH OF TWO RUSSIAN NATIONALS

UKSSSC PAPER LEAK CASE: STF ASSESS ILLEGAL 
PROPERTIES OF ACCUSED’S ASSOCIATES

BUSTED

ACTION

Delhi Police arrested a 
38-year-old national-level 
wrestler, who was want-
ed in a rape, kidnapping 
and POCSO Act case, of-
ficials said on Thursday. 
Naresh Sehrawat alias Sonu 
(38), a resident of Jai Vihar, 
Delhi was absconding in a 
rape, kidnapping and POC-
SO Act case registered at Po-
lice Station Chhawla, Delhi. 

“The case dates back to Au-
gust 2019 when a kidnapping 
case was registered, wherein, 
accused Naresh Sehrawat 
and his brother-in-law Man-
jeet had kidnapped a 16-year-
old girl,” police said, adding 
that sexual assault sections 
were also invoked in the case. 
“One of the accused name-

ly Manjeet was arrested 
in the year 2019. But Na-
resh Sehrawat was ab-
sconding,” police added. 
“Acting on a tip-off, regarding 
the wanted criminal Naresh 
Sehrawat, a team was con-
stituted to trace and nab the 
accused. Following the scan-
ning of CCTV footage and 
launching a search operation 
the accused was successfully 
traced in the area of Najaf-
garh, Delhi,” police said, add-

ing that Naresh was resisting 
arrest but was overpowered. 
“Accused Naresh Sehrawat 
has played in many wres-
tling championships at 
National Level and was an 
‘Akhara mate’ of murder-
accused Olympian Sushil 
Kumar at Chhatrasal Stadi-
um, Delhi and he was in his 
frequent touch,” police said. 
According to police of-
ficials, in 2005/2006, 
Sehrawat joined hands 

with notorious gangster 
and contract killer Amit. 
“In 2006, he, along with his 
accomplices Amit, Surender 
alias Nitu Daboda, Sand-
eep, Gurbachan and oth-
ers took a contract for the 
killing of one Jai Prakash 
and brutally killed him in 
broad daylight,” police said. 
“He tried to kill one Jag-
ge by firing at him in a 
crowded panchayat in Jhaj-
jar, Haryana,” they added. 
“Keeping in view his crimi-
nal activities and close asso-
ciation with gangsters Amit, 
Surender, Sandeep, Gur-
bachan and others, he was 
booked in a Maharashtra 
Control of Organised Crime 
Act case registered in 2009 
at Narela police station, po-
lice said. 

Gujarat Police on Thursday 
nabbed the kingpin of an il-
legal immigration scam and 
arrested an agent named 
Bharat alias Bobby Patel 
after 79 passports were 
recovered from his office. 
As per information, out of 
the 79 passports, five turned 
out to be fake. KT Kamariya, 
Deputy Superintendent, 
State Monitoring cells (SMC), 

told ANI, “On enquiring fur-
ther, we got to know that 
Bharat, along with others, 
used to send people abroad 
by using fake passports and 
documents and used to take 
money from the same.”

Among those booked 
is a person from the US, 
four from Ahmedabad, 
four from Gandhinagar - 
Mehsana, three from Mum-
bai and five from Delhi. 
“We have recovered five fake 

passports from his office and 
have held a total of 18 accused 
including four from Ahmed-
abad, four from Gandhi-
nagar - Mehsana, three from 
Mumbai, five from Delhi and 
one of America. Further in-
vestigation into the matter is 
ongoing”, added Kamariya. 
Recently, Brijkumar Yadav, 
a resident of Kalol, Gandhi-
nagar, died while allegedly 
illegally crossing the Mexico-
USA border. 

National-level wrestler wanted in rape, 
kidnapping, under POCSO arrested

Gujarat illegal immigration scam: 18 people 
including kingpin Bobby Patel arrested
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HENIOUS

VISIBLY IRKED 

Two persons were ar-
rested in connection with 
the murder of a 22-year-
old youth over money dis-
pute in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Gwalior district, the po-
lice said on Thursday. 
The youth was identified 
as Prakhar Parmar (22), a 
resident of Satyam Tower in 
Alkapuri locality under Uni-
versity police station limits 
in the city. 

His father runs colleges 
in the district. The incident 
occurred on Tuesday when 
Prakhar went to take money 
from a Municipal Corpora-
tion employee Karan Verma 
in the afternoon. When 
Pakhar did not return home 

till late evening, his father 
Prashant Parmar informed 
the Police about the matter. 
He told police that he had 
given around Rs 9 lakh to his 
acquaintance Karan Verma, 
an employee of the Munici-
pal Corporation, for permis-
sion to construct a building. 
But Karan neither provided 

permission nor returned 
the money. He was demand-
ing his money back from 
Karan for the last month. 
On Tuesday afternoon, 
Karan called Prakhar and 
asked him to collect the 
money. Prakhar went to the 
Municipal Corporation of-
fice to collect money. 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee was visibly 
irked on Friday after people 
at Howrah Railway station 
here, raised ‘Jai Shri Ram’ 
slogans upon her arrival at 
an event where Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi virtually 
flagged off the nation’s sev-
enth Vande Bharat Express.

An annoyed West Ben-
gal CM sat beside the dais 
along with other govern-
ment officials here as chants 
of “Jai Shri Ram” continued. 
People in West Bengal wel-
comed their first Vande 
Bharat express on Friday 
as Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi flagged off the 
semi-high-speed train that 
will run between How-
rah and New Jalpaiguri. 
The nation’s seventh Vande 
Bharat express train between 
Howrah-New Jalpaiguri 
(NJP) has been flagged off 
through video conferencing 
by the Prime Minister min-
utes after the last rite of his 
mother Heeraben Modi, who 
passed away this morning.

Modi took part in the flag-
off from Gujarat as the train 
left Howrah station in Bengal. 
The train will cover a distance 
of around 550km and will 
take a little more than seven 
and a half hours to reach its 
destination, with only three 
stoppages from Howrah to 

NJP. The Shatabdi also runs 
between the two terminals. 
The Vande Bharat will run 
six days a week except on 
Wednesdays. 

The train will depart 
at 5.50 am from How-
rah and reach NJP at 1.25 
pm. From NJP, the train 
will depart at 3.05 pm and 
reach Howrah at 10.35 pm. 
The Prime Minister was 
also supposed to virtually 
lay the foundation stone of 
the redevelopment proj-
ect of New Jalpaiguri Rail-
way station which will be 
the first international train 
terminal of the country. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi who was scheduled to 
flag off the Vande Bharat Ex-
press from Kolkata on Friday, 
attended the programme via 
video conferencing, follow-
ing his mother Heeraben 
Modi’s demise this morning. 

She was admitted to an 
A h m e d ab a d  h o sp i t a l 
on Wednesday after her 
condition deteriorated. 
The Prime Minister in-
formed the nation about her 
demise early Friday morn-
ing. Informing about her 
demise, the Prime Minister 
posted a heartfelt tweet: “A 
glorious century rests at 
the feet of God... In Maa, I 
have always felt that trinity, 
which contains the journey 
of an ascetic, the symbol of 
a selfless Karmayogi and a 
life committed to values” 
Condolences across Party 
Lines were offered by poli-
ticians across the country 
across Party Lines on the 
death of the Prime Minister’s 
mother. Several Congress 
leaders including Rahul 
Gandhi, offered their condo-
lences to the bereaved Prime 
Minister and his family. 

Youth murdered over 
money dispute, two held

Mamata Banerjee refuses to 
go on stage amid sloganeering
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TERROR LINKS

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) has 
arrested a practicing 

Kerala High Court advocate 
and Popular Front of India 
(PFI) Martial Arts and Hit 
Squad Trainer as 14th ac-
cused in a case linked to the 
banned outfit, the agency said 
on Friday.

The accused identified as 
Mohammed Mubarak AI, a 
resident of Ernakulam dis-
trict in Kerala, was arrested 
on Thursday subsequent to 
the searches conducted at 
56 locations in Kerala. The 
case was registered suo-
moto by the agency on 
19 September this year. 
In a statement, the NIA said 
the arrested accused, Mo-
hammed Mubarak AI is a 
PFI Martial Arts and Hit 
Squad Trainer, and that 
he is a practicing advocate 

in the Kerala High Court. 
The agency said it recovered 
an assortment of arms, con-
cealed in a badminton racket 
bag from the house of Mo-
hammed Mubarak AI during 
the searches conducted on 
Thursday.

Besides, an axe, swords 
and sickles were also seized 
in the raid from the House 
of the accused, said the NIA. 
“Investigations have con-
firmed that the PFI was rais-
ing, training and maintaining 
Hit Squads in different States 

and districts to target lead-
ers and members of other 
communities,” said the NIA. 
On Thursday, the NIA con-
ducted searches at 56 loca-
tions in Kerala that included 
residences of the group’s 
seven State Executive Com-
mittee members, seven Zonal 
Heads and 15 Physical Train-
ing Instructors-Trainers. 
The anti-terror agency also 
searched the houses of seven 
cadres trained in the use of 
knives, daggers, swords and 
other types of weapons to car-

ry out murderous violent acts 
and 20 other suspects in the 
districts of Trivandrum (3), 
Kollam (3), Pathanamthitta 
(3), Kottayam (2), Alappuzha 
(3), Ernakulam (13), Thris-
sur (2), Palakkad (1), Malap-
puram (7), Kozhikode (4), 
Kannur (9) and Wayanad (6). 
The agency said the raids 
were part of its ongoing case 
which is related to unlaw-
ful and violent activities be-
ing carried out by the PFI, 
its office bearers, cadres, 
members and affiliates. 
The NIA said that the PFI 
has been found “justify-
ing the use of criminal 
force and encouraging 
vulnerable youth to join 
terrorist organisations”. 
Earlier on September 22 this 
year, NIA had conducted 
searches at 24 locations in 
Kerala, including offices 
of PFI and residences of  
13 accused.

PFI CASE: HC ADVOCATE,‘HIT 
SQUAD TRAINER’ ARRESTED
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee refused to go on stage. 

Deceased Parkhar Parmar. 

PM Modi virtually chaired the National Ganga Council meeting.

TOP OF THE DAY

CHHATTISGARH: 
CAR CARRYING 5 
FALLS IN QUARRY, 
4 DEAD
SARANGARH: As many 
as four people died, and 
one minor girl survived 
after a car lost control 
and fell into a quarry in 
Sarangarh-Bilaigarh 
district of Chhattisgarh. 
Police Station in-charge 
Vijay Chowdhary informed 
that the five were return-
ing to Timarlaga village 
from Odisha. While trying 
to reverse the car, the 
driver lost control and it 
fell into a quarry. Out of 
the five, one girl was able 
to swim and come out 
of the quarry. The locals 
informed the police about 
the incident. The police 
reached the spot and 
started the rescue op-
eration. Four bodies were 
recovered, out of which 
two have been identified 
as Mahendra Patel and 
Meenu Patel. 

MUMBAI POLICE 
RECOVERS DRUGS 
WORTH RS 24L, 
NAB 2 PEDDLERS
MUMBAI: The Anti-
Narcotics Cell (Worli 
unit) of Mumbai Police 
arrested two drug ped-
dlers and recovered MD 
drugs worth Rs 24 lakh 
from their possession in 
the Mahim area here in 
Maharashtra, police said 
on Friday. An official in 
the know of things said a 
case has been registered 
against both the accused 
under Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
Act (NDPS) act and 
further investigation is 
underway. “Police recov-
ered MD drugs from them, 
the price of recovered 
drugs is 24 lakh in the 
international market,” an 
official familiar with the 
matter said. 

UP: 3 DEAD,  1  
INJURED IN  
MOTORCYCLE  
ACCIDENT 
SITAPUR: Three persons 
died after two motor-
cycles collided with each 
other in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Sitapur, police said 
on Thursday. Accord-
ing to the police, one 
person was injured in 
the accident after which 
he was referred to the 
hospital for treatment. 

“3 died, 1 injured after 2 
motorcycles collided with 
each other in the village 
Manpur Police Station 
in Sitapur district. The 
injured has been referred 
to the hospital,” Addi-
tional Superintendent of 
Police, Sitapur, Rajeev 
Dixit said. 

PROPERTIES 
WORTH IN LAKHS 
DESTROYED IN 
KAMRUP BLAZE
KAMRUP: Properties 
estimated to be worth 
several lakhs were gut-
ted in a massive fire that 
broke out at a market 
area in Assam’s Kamrup 
district early Friday. The 
fire incident took place 
in the Suntoli area, ac-
cording to local police, in 
which several shops, and 
business establishments 
were damaged. Firefight-
ers with the help of locals 
and police brought the 
situation under control. 
No casualty has been 
reported in the incident 
so far, the police said. 
The cause of the fire is yet 
to be ascertained. 
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In Haryana

above 3,000 meter

With the temperature dip-
ping, people who find them-
selves without a roof in cold 
nights, have started turn-
ing to night shelters, which 
have been set up by the Kar-
nal Municipal Corporation  
(KMC) in the city.

The occupancy at these 
night shelters has doubled 
since last weekend. As per 

the data, earlier 20-25 per-
sons used to stay here daily, 
but now 45-55 persons are 
staying here .

However, homeless people 
can still be seen sleeping in 
the verandahs of different 
markets, including Mughal 
Canal, Sectors 12, 9, 6, Nehru 
Palace market and others.

The KMC has set up six shel-
ter homes for the homeless in 
view of the severe winter – a 

permanent shelter home in 
Prem Nagar having a capac-
ity to accomodate 80 persons 
and a shelter home near the 
UHBVN office in Sector 12 
which has a capacity to acco-
modate 20 persons. Shelter 
homes on Kachwa road, near 
the old bus stand, at Meerut 
Chowk, and near Kalpana 
Chawla Government Medical 
College (KCGMC) have a ca-
pacity to accomodate 10 per-

sons each. People can be seen 
huddled up in their blankets 
near Gurdwara Nirmal Ku-
tia. There is a night shelter 
at a five-minute distance, but 
they prefer to stay outside 
the Nirmal Kutia as they get 
food there. On the interven-
ing night of Wednesday and 
Thursday, 46 persons stayed 
in six night shelter homes – in-
cluding 15 at Prem Nagar, 14 
at the Sector12 shelter home.

Kangra district authorities 
have banned all trekking ac-
tivities above 3,000 meter 
and prior permission is to be 
obtained for low-altitude trek-
king routes too, according to 
an order on Thursday.

This comes in view of bad 
weather warnings by the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment — Shimla. According 
to the order, mandatory prior 
permission from the Kangra 
Superintendent of Police 
office will be required for 

trekking on Kareri, Triund 
and Adi Himani Chamunda 
routes. All earlier permis-
sions granted for trekking 
routes (as mentioned above) 
will be cancelled if warnings 
and alerts are issued by IMD 
Shimla. However, the disaster 
management agencies NDRF, 
SDRF and the search and res-
cue teams of the Mountain-
eering Center Mcleodganj and 
the police will be exempted 
from the above instructions.

Dr Nipun Jindal has asked 
the District Tourism Officer 
to instruct all the stakeholders 

associated with the tourism 
business of Kangra district to 
inform about the restrictions 
of tracking activities for all the 
tourists staying there.

They have also been asked to 
inform about the penal provi-
sions imposed by the district 
administration for violation.

The Deputy Commissioner 
has instructed all the con-
cerned departments to ensure 
compliance with the orders. 
Action will be taken against 
the person violating the order 
under section 188 of the IPC 
and sections 51 to 60 of the Di-

saster Management Act 2005.
Earlier, around 400 vehi-

cles were rescued safely from 
the south portal of Rohtang 
Tunnel, Manali which were 
stranded due to snowfall in 
Manali and Lahaul Spiti in 
Himachal Pradesh, according 
to SDM Surender Thakur on 
Thursday. The police teams 
of both districts are assisting 
stranded tourists, rescue is 
currently underway at South 
Portal. This comes after the 
tribal district of Lahaul and 
Spiti received the season’s first 
snowfall.

as cold tIgHtens Its grIp occupancy 
In nIgHt sHelters doubles In Karnal

treKKIng ban In HImacHal after bad weatHer alert

condolences

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar on 
Friday expressed grief on 
the demise of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s mother 
Heeraben.

“Respected Mataji Heera-
ben Modi ji dedicated her 
100 years of Karmayogi and 
ascetic life at the feet of God. 
The demise of the respected 
mother of Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi is very 
sad. Mahadev give a place 
to the virtuous soul at his 
holy feet. Om Shanti!” ML 
Khattar said in a tweet. PM 
Modi’s mother, who was 
admitted to an Ahmedabad 
hospital, passed away at the 
age of 100 earlier on Friday 
morning. Informing about 
her demise, the Prime Min-
ister posted a heartfelt tweet 
early Friday.

Heeraben Modi was ad-
mitted to the UN Mehta 
Institute of Cardiology 
and Research Centre on 
Wednesday after her health 
deteriorated. The news of 

her demise was announced 
by the hospital in a bulletin 
that said: “Hiraben Modi 
passed away on 30/12/2022 
at 3.30 am during the treat-
ment at UN Mehta Heart 
Hospital.”

PM Modi paid floral trib-
ute to his mother Modi at 
Gandhinagar residence 
and carried the mortal re-
mains of his mother for the 
last rites at a crematorium 
in Gujarat’s Gandhinagar. 
PM Modi’s brother Som-
abhai Modi and other fam-
ily members also arrived at 
the residence of Heeraben 
Modi.

PM Modi had recalled his 
visit to his mother on her 

100th birthday this year.
“When I met her on her 

100th birthday, she said 
one thing, which is always 
remembered that work with 
intelligence, live life with 
purity, that is, work with 
intelligence and live life with 
purity,” PM Modi tweeted.

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah and several of 
his cabinet and party col-
leagues expressed their grief 
over the demise of Heeraben 
Modi and several leaders 
and ministers expressed 
their condolences.

Union Minister Smriti 
Irani also expressed grief 
and said, “The demise of PM 
Narendra Modi ji’s mother 

Heera Ba is very painful 
news. Mother has a special 
place in a person’s life. I pray 
to God to grant the departed 
soul a place at his feet and 
give strength to the Prime 
Minister and his family to 
bear the loss. Om Shanti.”

“The news of the demise of 
respected Mataji Heera Ba 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is very sad. Mother is 
the first friend and teacher 
of a person’s life, the pain of 
losing whom is undoubt-
edly the biggest pain in the 
world,” the Home Minister 
said in a tweet and added 
that Heeraben Modi’s sacri-
ficial ascetic life will always 
be in our memory.

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh expressed grief and high-
lighted the value of a mother in 
one’s life and said that its void is 
“impossible to fill”.

Expressing grief over the 
demise of PM Modi’s moth-
er, Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath said 
that the death of a mother is 
an unbearable and irrepa-
rable loss for a son.

Haryana CM expresses grief over 
death of PM Modi’s mother
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In Hydro sector

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Mi n i st e r  S u k hv i n de r 
Singh Sukhu on Thursday 
said that the government 
would soon come up with 
an open policy to woo pri-
vate players to invest in  
the hydro sector.

The remarks of the Chief 
Minister came after wit-
nessing a presentation made 
by Sai Eternal Foundation, 
New Shimla. The Chief Min-
ister directed the officers to 
ensure time-bound comple-
tion of all the power projects 
so that the “State is not de-
prived of royalty from these 
projects”.

Political Advisor to Chief 
Minister Sunil Sharma, 
MLAs Jagat Singh Negi, 
Sunder Singh Thakur and 
Kuldeep Singh Pathania, 
OSD to the Chief Minister 
Gopal Sharma, Secretary 
Power Rakesh Kanwar and 
other senior officers attend-
ed the meeting.

Earlier on Wednesday, 
Sukhu directed the author-

ities in all tourist destina-
tions to facilitate tourists 
and maintain law and order 
in the state keeping in mind 
the increasing tourist foot-
fall in the region.

Sukhu said that the gov-
ernment has also directed 
to open the dhabas, res-
taurants and other eating 
joints for 24 hours in tour-
ist destinations from Janu-
ary 2, 2023, till January 7 in 
Manali. “In tourist destina-
tions like Shimla, Manali, 
Kasauli and Dharamshala 
till January 2 and especial-
ly in Manali there will be 
the winter carnival and in 
Manali, they can open it till 

January 7,” he said.
He said that the COVID 

situation in the state is nor-
mal and the vaccination 
shortage would be met soon.

“I am holding a meeting on 
the Covid-19 situation in the 
state and will be monitor-
ing. The situation is normal 
here, there is a shortage of 
one vaccine. We shall man-
age it, I have also spoken 
with the NITI AAYOG,” the 
Chief Minister said.

He said he would also 
hold a meeting on the Old 
Pension Scheme which 
he had earlier said was 
the top priority of the  
State government.

HImacHal govt to come up wItH 
open polIcy to woo Investors 
TDG NETWORK
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extendIng best wIsHes

Imd predIcts snowfall

A delegation of Scouts 
and Guides led by Direc-
tor Higher Education Dr 
Amarjeet Sharma called 
on Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on Friday and ap-
prised him of various activ-
ities of the organisation, an 
official statement said.

While appreciating the 
work being done by the 
Scouts and Guides, the 
Chief Minister asked them 
to diversify their activities 
to benefit society. Earlier in 
the day, delegations and the 
general public from differ-
ent parts of the state called 
on Chief Minister Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu. They 
congratulated him on be-
coming the Chief Minister 
of Himachal Pradesh.

A delegation of Banjar 
led by MLA Kullu Sun-
der Singh Thakur hon-
oured the Chief Minister 
by presenting him with a 
Himachali cap and shawl. 
They also apprised the 
Chief Minister of the vari-
ous developmental needs 

of the area and invited him 
to visit the assembly con-
stituency. Delegations from 
Barsar and Galore area of 
Hamirpur district also met 
the Chief Minister and con-
gratulated him on assum-
ing the office of the Chief 
Minister.

Another delegation of 
Municipal Corporation So-
lan also called on the Chief 
Minister and apprised him 
of various issues pertain-
ing to the functioning of the 
Corporation.

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu, arrived in Shimla 
on December 26, after 
completing a week-long 
quarantine period after he 
tested positive for Covid-19.

Earlier on December 26, 
Sukhu arrived at Secre-
tariat and held closed-door 
meetings with officials.

“The previous BJP Gov-
ernment in the State had 
opened over 590 institu-
tions during the end of its 
tenure without making 
any budgetary provision 
and without recruitment 
of required staff and their 
only objective was to woo 
the voters in the State,” he 
claimed.

Chief Minister Sukhu 
while interacting with the 
media after he arrived at 
Shimla from New Delhi to-
day said that they will open 
such institutions only after 
the proper arrangements 
are made. 

A large number of tourists 
are rushing to Himachal 
Pradesh after India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD) 
forecasted snowfall in six dis-
tricts of the state ahead of the 
New Year. The tourists have 
thronged the key tourist des-
tinations of Shimla, Manali, 
Dalhousie, Dharamshala and 
Kullu region of the state. The 
hotels have been almost 95 
per cent booked in these tour-
ist destinations of the state. 
The IMD of the state has fore-
cast snowfall in higher reach-
es of six districts of the state.

As per the state weather de-
partment, Keylong in Lahaul-
Spiti has received two centi-
metres of snowfall and is still 
snowing in the region. The 
Higher reaches in the Kullu 
district are still receiving 
fresh snowfall. The Atal Tun-
nel Rohtang has also received 
fresh snowfall. A large num-

ber of tourists have thronged 
the region and those who 
are in the hill tourist destina-
tions have started extending 
their programme for the next 
few days with hoping to see 
fresh snowfall. They are also 
worried due to Covid-19 as a 
large number of people have 
rushed to the region.

“We have come to enjoy the 
New year function and expe-
rience the good weather con-
ditions here, we are expect-
ing snowfall. It is good to be 
here,” said Ankit Sharma a 
tourist from Harayana.

The tourists with the hope 
to get fresh snowfall are ex-
tending their visits here.

“We have come here hop-
ing to get fresh snowfall but 
it is not happening. Now the 
hopes are high as the weather 
is getting cold. Now we are 
extending our program for 
the next three-four days,” 
said Renu Sharma, a tourist 
from Chandigarh.

Delegations congratulate 
Sukhu on becoming CM

Tourists throng hill 
stations in Himachal 
ahead of New Year
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on new year

Intelligence agencies 
have issued an alert of a 
terrorist attack in Pun-

jab on New Year. Accord-
ing to sources, it has been 
told in the alert that at the 
behest of ISI, many terror-
ist organizations can ex-
ecute attacks with the aim of 
spreading terror in Punjab. 
There is information that 
apart from court complexes, 
DC office, SSP office, police 
stations, government offices 
can be targeted. Following 
the input, security has been 
beefed up at major places in 
Punjab. More than 2000 
jawans are deployed in the 
security of government of-
fices.
MOhali is ON hiGh 
alERT

The police force is set on 
alert by 24 hours. Special 
blockades are placed dur-
ing the night. Vehicles are 
being checked by police at 
every entry-exit point of 
Mohali district. According 
to intelligence information, 
a high alert has been issued 

in many districts of Punjab. 
After the terrorist attack in-
put, the Mohali police have 
also geared up. No high po-
lice officer is ready to say 
anything in this regard. 
However, the district police 
has appealed to the public 
not to pay heed to rumours. 

About 20 days back, in-
formation about the attack 
on Saneta Chowki was re-
ceived. After this, Ropar 
Range DIG Gurpreet Bhul-
lar held a meeting with the 
SSP and SHO and directed 
to increase the security of 
the police stations. Along 
with this, along with in-
creasing patrolling, strict-
ness was also increased at 
many points.

Mohali Police has tight-
ened security around the 
court complex, DC office 
and sensitive government 
offices. Patrolling has been 
increased at all sensitive 
places and additional se-
curity personnel have been 
deployed at busy markets, 
railway stations, bus stands 
and airports. Security in-
creased by dividing the 

entire district into 41 zones 
Mohali has been divided 
into 41 zones and PCR pa-
trolling is continued by 24 
hours in each zone after the 
information about the ter-
rorist attack. After this in-
put Punjab Police deputed 
28 new PCR vehicles in the 
fleet on Wednesday. A total 
of 25 zones are formed in 
Mohali city, six in Zirakpur, 
four in Kharar, two each in 
Mullanpur and Derabassi 
and one each in Kurali and 
Nayagaon. 

In each zone, one PCR 
vehicle will be on the road 
at all times. Police will also 
be present on the National 
Highway passing through 
the city so that the fear 
of police remains intact 
among the criminal minded 
infringed elements. 

punjab on alert as IntellIgence 
agencIes warn of terror attacKs
TaRuNi GaNDhi
Chandigarh

The police force is set on alert by 24 hours.

himachal CM during a meeting with officials.

haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar.

himachal CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu with delegations.

top of the day

sHop at ludHIana 
marKet gutted 
In fIre
lUdhiana: a massive 
fire broke out at a shop 
in the mocpura market 
of ludhiana in Punjab on 
Friday morning, officials 
said. as many as 35 fire 
tenders were pressed 
into service and it took 
more than two hours for 
the fire department to 
bring the situation under 
control. Officials said that 
the shop is located at the 
main wholesale hosiery 
cloth market of ludhiana. 
locals said that it started 
around 7 am in morning.

400 veHIcles, 
stranded due 
to snowfall In 
HImacHal
manali: around 400 
vehicles were rescued 
safely from the south 
portal of rohtang Tun-
nel, manali which were 
stranded due to snowfall 
in manali and lahaul Spiti 
in himachal Pradesh, ac-
cording to Sdm Surender 
Thakur on Thursday. The 
police teams of both 
districts are assisting 
stranded tourists, rescue 
is currently underway at 
South Portal. This comes 
after the tribal district of 
lahaul and Spiti received 
the season’s first snow-
fall. On the other hand, 
Baramulla town in north 
Kashmir received light 
snowfall and a minimum 
temperature of minus 
2 degrees Celsius will 
remain on Friday.

punjab: ‘IdIot 
club’ celebrates 
sIlver jubIlee at 
crematorIum!
lUdhiana: amritsar 
(Punjab) [india], decem-
ber 30 (ani): an associa-
tion named the ‘idiot Club’ 
celebrated the new Year 
as well as their silver jubi-
lee at the crematorium in 
amritsar! They celebrated 
the occasion by dressing 
as ‘ghosts’ and raising 
awareness against drugs, 
terrorism, corruption and 
politicians. Talking to ani, 
the members of the club 
said that the club started 
25 years ago. “The idiot 
Club was started 25 years 
ago and the opening took 
place from the cremation 
ground. This is our Silver 
Jubilee gathering, which 
we again are celebrating 
here,” a member said.

2,000 polIce 
personnel to 
be deployed In 
farIdabad
FaridaBad: To maintain 
law and order on new 
Year’s Eve, Faridabad po-
lice will deploy 2000 police 
personnel in the city on 
Saturday night, officials 
said on Friday. Faridabad 
Commissioner of Police 
Vikas Kumar arora ap-
pealed to the citizens to 
celebrate the new year in 
a cheerful and peaceful 
manner. “Celebrate the 
new year with pomp with 
your family members and 
cooperate in maintaining 
peace in the society. in the 
new year, set new goals 
and work hard to fulfil 
them and try to spread 
new colours in the lives of 
your colleagues by show-
ing them the right path,” 
he said. Police Commis-
sioner arora said that to 
deal with mischievous 
elements and to main-
tain law and order, strict 
checking will be done.
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high business in maharashtra 

External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S Jaishankar on Fri-
day said that reforms mea-
sures taken by the Modi 
government during the 
peak of the COVID pan-
demic have resulted in the 
highest-ever FDI flows in 
the country’s history and 
the creation of the largest 
start-up ecosystem in the 
world.

“One year ago, when my 
Prime Minister addressed 
the world economic forum. 
He said that during the co-
rona period the world was 
focused on interventions 
like quantitative easing but 
India was busy paving the 
way for reforms,” Jaishan-
kar said while addressing 
a business event in Cyprus. 

External Affairs Minis-
ter addressed the Business 
community in the southern 
coastal city of Limassol. In 

the presence of his Cypriot 
counterpart Ioannis Kasou-
lides and Deputy Shipping 
Minister Vassilios Deme-
triades, he spoke about ex-
panding the India-Cyprus 
bilateral economic relation-
ship.

During his address, minis-
ter Jaishankar said that the 
reforms undertaken during 
the height of the covid pan-
demic are starting to bear 
fruit. “We are receiving the 
highest-ever FDI flows in 

our history. Last year, we 
received USD 81 billion as 
FDI. We have become home 
to one of the world’s largest 
start-up ecosystems. We host 
close to 100 unicorns now,” 
he said.

The minister also noted 
that India’s trade has ex-
panded very substantially. 
“In 2021-22, for the first time 
our exports crossed the USD 
400 billion level and this 
year we have set a target of 
USD 470 billion,” he added.

Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde on 
Friday said that the state 
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a p -
proved investment projects 
worth Rs 70,000 crores. 
He also assured that 45,000 
people will get employment 
through these projects. 
Shinde was responding to 
the final week motion in 
the Legislative Assembly 
on Friday and said that of 

the approved investment 
projects worth Rs 70,000 
crores, projects worth Rs 
44,000 crores were sanc-
tioned in Vidarbha alone. 
“We did many good things 
and the opposition should 
have appreciated it. But 
it did not happen,” said 
Shinde while targeting the 
opposition.
Appreciating the state gov-
ernment’s efforts against 
corona, he said, “In the 
last two and a half years, 
the state has gone into de-

pression due to the coro-
navirus. After our arrival, 
we worked to promote the 
state.”
Notably, the state gov-
ernment is starting 700 
B a l a s a h e b  Th acke r ay 
clinics across the state. 
Mentioning the criticism 
over a viral video show-
ing Shinde going around 
the fields in a helicopter, 
he said, “I was taunted for 
going to the farm by he-
licopter and getting one 
lakh rupees. Now, I have 

shown the chief minister 
who does not step out of 
the house for two and a half 
years and gets the reward.” 
“In the last two and a half 
years only one irrigation 
project was approved. 
While in the last six months, 
we have approved 18 irriga-
tion projects and decided to 
bring more than two and a 
half lakh hectares of land 
under irrigation,” Shinde 
said claiming that the state 
government knew the de-
mands of the farmers. 

india is home to world’s largest 
start-up ecosystem: Jaishankar

Projects worth Rs 70,000 crores approved, 
45000 will get employment: Eknath Shinde

continued from page 1

india ramps up efforts to reduce 
reliance on china 
“Indian industry was “petrified” with the earlier UPA 
government›s move to start negotiations on the same,” he 
added. He called the walkout an economically prudent and 
wise decision. As of now, with the agreement with Austra-
lia, India has separately struck trade agreements with 13 of 
the 15 countries in the RCEP, while only New Zealand and 
China remain.

pm’s mother heeraben passes 
away at 100
PM Modi rushed to the Gujarat capital early morning min-
utes after tweeting his personal loss at daybreak. Modi was 
seen touching his mother’s feet and paying floral tribute as 
he sat on his knees before Heera Ba, lying in state on the 
floor of her residence in Raysan.

The PM joined the funeral procession and carried the bier 
on his shoulder like any other son, walking barefoot with 
it as he carried the mortal remains to the crematorium for 
the last rites.

PM Modi consigned the mortal remains of his mother 
Heeraben Modi to fire along with his brothers.

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, former CMs 
Vijay Rupani, Shankersinh Vaghela, and Cabinet Minis-
ters of Gujarat were present for Heeraba Modi’s last rites. 
PM Modi left for the Raj Bhawan after performing the last 
rites.

The Prime Minister is scheduled to join today’s scheduled 
events in West Bengal through video conferencing, his of-
fice informed on Friday. 

“PM will join today’s scheduled programmes in West 
Bengal via video conferencing. These programmes in-
clude the launch of key connectivity-related projects and 
the meeting of the National Ganga Council,” the Prime 
Minister’s Office tweeted today.

world leaders offer condolences
Former Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa 
condoled the death of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
mother. He tweeted, “Deeply saddened to hear of the de-
mise of Smt. Heeraben Modi. My heartfelt condolences to 
Prime Minister @narendramodi ji on the loss of his be-
loved mother. Our thoughts and prayers are with the PM 
and his family in this hour of grief.” 

Former Nepal Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba ex-
pressed condolences over the passing away of Heeraben 
He tweeted, “My heartfelt condolences to Shri @naren-
dramodi ji and his family at the passing away of his vener-
able Mother Heeraben Modi. May her eternal soul attain 
Moksha.” 

Russian Ambassador to India Denis Alipov of-
fered condolences to PM Modi over the death of his 
mother. He tweeted, “My heartfelt condolences to 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji on the big-
gest loss. My heart breaks for you Om Shanti.” 
German Ambassador to India Philipp Ackermann tweet-
ed, “Deepest and sincere condolences to honorable Prime 
Minister @narendramodi. We join him and his family in 
mourning their loss.”

rishabh pant hospitalised with 
serious injuries after car accident
He has been shifted to Max Hospital Dehradun after giv-
ing primary treatment at Roorkee Civil Hospital. The ac-
cident took place on NH-58 of Manglaur PS area,” Harid-
war SP (Rural) said Pant, who was alone in the car, has 
suffered injuries on his back, forehead and leg. Pant was 
driving his car when he met with the accident on the Del-
hi-Dehradun highway. 
Pant, who was alone in the car, suffered injuries on his 
back, forehead and leg. Pant was driving his car when he 
met with the accident on the Delhi-Dehradun highway. 
Images from the accident showed the car in a gutted state. 
According to photographs from the site, the car was seen 
in a badly burnt condition.

According to a statement by the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI), Pant has two cuts on his forehead, 
a ligament tear in his right knee and has also hurt his right 
wrist, ankle, and toe and has suffered abrasion injuries on 
his back. 

Rishabh’s condition remains stable, and he has now 
been shifted to Max Hospital, Dehradun, where he went 
through MRI scans to ascertain the extent of his injuries 
and formulate his further course of treatment, as per the 
BCCI statement shared with the media. 

The results of Rishabh Pant’s MRI of the brain and spi-
nal cord has returned as ‘normal’ after the star India bat-
ter met with a horrific accident while returning to Roor-
kee from Delhi. 

His car rammed into a divider on Friday and 
caught fire. As per ESPNcricinfo, Pant has also un-
dergone plastic surgery intervention for facial in-
juries, lacerated wounds and abrasions. He will 
have an MRI of his ankle and knee on Saturday. 
The wicketkeeper-batter narrowly escaped death after his 
high-end vehicle smashed into a road barrier and caught 
fire on the Delhi-Dehradun highway. According to re-
ports, he had dozed off on the wheel. 

Owinng to pain and swelling, MRI scans of his ankle and 
knees will be performed on Saturday. 

He has also been given “above knee splintage” by the 
medical staff at Max Hospital in Dehradun for a possible 
right knee ligament injury as well as a suspected right an-
kle ligament injury. 

Pant is “stable, cognizant, and oriented”, accord-
ing to the hospital’s medical bulletin that was made 
public on Friday night, as reported by ESPNcricinfo. 
Pant, who was alone in the car, suffered injuries on his 
back, forehead and leg. Pant was at the wheel of his car 
when he met with the accident on the Delhi-Dehradun 
Highway.

According to the statement, the BCCI is in constant 
touch with Pant’s family while the medical team is in close 
contact with the doctors currently treating the southpaw. 
The Board said it will see to it that Pant receives the best 
possible medical care and gets all the support he needs to 
come out of this traumatic phase. 

pfi used yoga camps to train 
recruits: nia charge sheet
that the accused persons were “radicalizing gullible 
Muslim youth and recruiting them into the PFI through 
speeches filled with hatred and venom against the Gov-
ernment of India as well as other organisations and indi-
viduals”. 

“Once recruited into the PFI, the Muslim youth were 
sent to Training Camps organized by the PFI under the 
cover and guise of Yoga Classes and Physical Education 
(PE) Beginners Course (BC), where they were trained in 
the use of everyday articles (knife, sickle and iron rods) to 
kill a person by attacking vulnerable body parts, such as 
throat, stomach and head and for the commission of ter-
ror acts,” the NIA charge sheet mentioned. 

The case was initially registered on July 4 this year in the 
Nizamabad district of Telangana and was later re-regis-
tered by the NIA on 26 August. 

The accused persons, namely-- Abdul Khader, Abdul 
Ahad, Shaik Iliyas Ahmed, Abdul Saleem, Shaik Shadul-
lah, Feroz Khan, Mohammad Osman, Syed Yahiya Sa-
meer, Shaik Imran, Mohd Abdul Mubeen, and Moham-
mad Irfan — have been charge-sheeted under sections 
120B, 153(A) of the Indian Penal Code, and sections 17, 18, 
18A and 18B of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.

new journey of modernisation in 
railways next 8 years: pm modi 
the Central government is making investments to mod-
ernise Indian Railways. PM Modi said that metro routes 
introduced today will further improve the ease of living of 
citizens of West Bengal. 

“Central government is making record investments 
to modernise Indian Railways. Now modern trains like 
Vande Bharat express, Tejas express and Humsafar ex-
press are being made in India. In the next eight years, we’ll 
see the railways on a new journey of modernisation,” said 
PM Modi. 

PM Modi flagged off the Howrah-New Jalpaiguri Vande 
Bharat Express and the purple line of the Kolkata Metro. 
He said that the Howrah-New Jalpaiguri train route will 
boost connectivity in the North-East sector. 

The PM said that the new India is aiming for 475 Vande 
Bharat trains. The Prime Minister remembered Bengal’s 
contribution to the freedom movement and said Decem-
ber 30 is a significant day in history. “On December 30, 
1943, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose gave the clarion call 
for Independence and raised the Indian flag in the An-

damans,” PM Modi said. 
The Prime Minister said that for the cleaning of Adi 

Ganga river, a modern infrastructure worth more than 
Rs 600 crore is being prepared. 

“The Government is working towards the cleanliness 
of the river beds and prevention of contamination by 
modern sewage treatment plants,” he said. 

The Prime Minister said be it Security, Swacchata or 
Ease of Living, the Indian Railways is creating a new 
identity for New India with the efforts of Sabka Prayas. 
He further said that the world’s most powerful electric 
locomotives in the world are being rapidly manufac-
tured in India. 

“The Indian Railways have established a global iden-
tity. The newly launched projects will benefit the logis-
tics sectors. The modern electric engines of India are 
going global,” the PM said. 

He said that the Government is dedicated to improv-
ing the infrastructure synergy and improving coor-
dination among the various modes of transportation. 
“Infrastructure and transport were major limitations to 
India’s progress. The PM GatiShakti master plan was 
brought to solve these challenges. It is giving a boost to 
multimodal connectivity, highways and airports, en-
suring seamless connectivity,” the PM added  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually flagged off 
Vande Bharat Express and laid the foundation stone 
of various projects worth more than Rs 7800 crore in 
West Bengal. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, Union railway minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and 
other leaders present at the event in Howrah. 

reports of reconciliation with 
congress ‘baseless’: azad 
response everywhere in the state. Azad, a political ob-
servers, say is going to be a game changer in the politics 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 

The veteran leader quit the Congress in August this 
year after 52-year-long association with the party. 
Following his resignation from the Congress, Azad 
launched Democratic Azad Party at an event in Jammu 
in September this year. 

In his resignation letter to Sonia Gandhi, he had target-
ed party leadership, particularly Rahul Gandhi, over the 
way the party has been run in the past nearly nine years. 
In the hard-hitting five-page letter, Azad had claimed 
that a coterie runs the party while Sonia Gandhi was 
just “a nominal head” and all the major decisions were 
taken by “Rahul Gandhi or rather worse his security 
guards and PAs”. 

He was earlier the Leader of the Opposition in Ra-
jya Sabha. Recounting his long association with the 
Congress, Azad had said the situation in the party has 
reached a point of “no return.” 

While Azad took potshots at Sonia Gandhi in the let-
ter, his sharpest attack was on Rahul Gandhi and he de-
scribed the Wayand MP as a “non-serious individual” 
and “immature”. 

govt stops manufacturing of all 
drugs at noida pharma company 
unit have been stopped yesterday night, while further 
investigation is ongoing,” Mansukh Mandaviya said in 
a tweet. 

Noida-based pharma Marion Biotech has come under a 
cloud as reports of children dying after consuming cough 
syrup made here came in from Uzbekistan. The matter is 
under investigation. 

The company is waiting for the reports as it needs to 
be found out why cases came from a single hospital in 
Uzbekistan. 

“We await the reports, factory was inspected. We 
have halted the production of all medicines. It needs to 
be found why cases came from a single hospital there.  
Our products also go to other countries,” Marion Bio-
tech Pharma Company legal head Hasan Harris said. 

Health Ministry of Uzbekistan had claimed on 
Wednesday that as many as 18 children had died of 
acute respiratory disease after consuming cough syrup 
manufactured by Indian pharmaceutical firm Doc-
Max. 

On Thursday, the Indian mission in Uzbekistan ex-
pressed condolences to the family members of children 
who died allegedly due to consumption of contami-
nated cough syrup Dok1 Max, made by Noida-based 
Marion Biotech. 

The Indian mission said the Central Drugs Standard 
Control Organisation (CDSCO) of India has also main-
tained regular contact with the national drug regulator 
of Uzbekistan since December 27, under the direction of 
the India Health Ministry. 

The statement from the embassy further said the 
samples of the cough syrup have been taken from the 
manufacturing premises and sent to the Regional 
Drugs Testing Laboratory (RDTL) in Chandigarh, India 
for testing. 

adani group completes majority 
acquisition of ndtV
2011.” According to the statement shared with the stock 
exchanges, consequent to the present acquisition, RRPR 
will now hold 56.45 per cent equity stake in NDTV. 

The Adani Group also said Vishvapradhan Commer-
cial Private Limited (an indirect subsidiary of the Adani 
group) holds 8.27 per cent equity stake in NDTV and 
RRPR (prior to the present acquisition) held 29.18 per 
cent equity stake in NDTV. 

AMG Media Networks, a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Adani Enterprises Limited, had announced on August 
23 that it had acquired 100 per cent equity stake in Vish-
vapradhan Commercial Private Ltd (VCPL). 

On 23 December, Prannoy Roy and Radhika Roy said 
in a statement that discussions with Gautam Adani had 
been constructive since the open offer was launched and 
the suggestions that have been made were accepted by 
Adani Group chief “positively and with openness”.

The AMG Media Network, after the recent open offer, 
is now the single-largest shareholder in NDTV, accord-
ing to the statement. “Consequently, with mutual agree-
ment, we have decided to divest most of our shares in 
NDTV to the AMG Media Network,” it said. 

“Since the open offer was launched, our discussions 
with Mr. Gautam Adani have been constructive; all the 
suggestions we made were accepted by him positively 
and with openness,” it added. 

The NDTV founders had proposed to transfer 27.26 
per cent of their shares in the media company to Adani 
Group. 

Radhika and Prannoy Roy had proposed to sell 13.44 
per cent and 13.82 per cent stake, respectively, in NDTV 
to RRPR Holding, NDTV said in a stock exchange filing 
earlier. 

On 23 December, the Adani Group held 37 per cent 
stake in NDTV after an open offer and an earlier acquisi-
tion. 

i will not sit until sheezan is 
punished: tunisha’s mother
Vanita Sharma, made a series of accusations during a 
press conference in Mumbai. “Sheezan took her from the 
room but did not call the Ambulance. 

This could also be a murder, how is it possible that she 
was found in Sheezan’s room and it was Sheezan only who 
brought her down, but did not call the ambulance or doc-
tors? Sheezan forced her to wear Hijab as well,” Vanita said 
addressing a press conference. 

Accompanying his sister, Tunisha’s maternal uncle 
Pawan Sharma also said that they came to know from 
the Hospital that Tunihsa’s body was brought to them at 
least 30 mins after she died.

The deceased actor’s mother had claimed that Sheezan 
was cheating on Tunisha.

Vanita Sharma also said that Tunisha was very much 
involved with Sheezan’s family, including his mother 
and sisters. 

“I will not sit quietly until Sheezan is punished,” she 
said as she sought support from the justice system. 
“Tunisha once checked his (Sheezan Khan) phone and 
found that he was cheating on her. 

On confronting Sheezan, he slapped her in his room at 
the set and said that she could do whatever she wanted,” 
Vanita told the media in her first meeting with the press 
days after Tunisha was found dead. 

He even told her that he has no relation with her now 
(tumhe jo karna hai kar lo, mera tumse koi rishta nahi 
hai), Vanita said mentioning that “immature Tunisha” 
also used to send him expensive gifts. 

Vanita said that when she herself confronted Sheezan 
to enquire why he cheated on her daughter, the 28-year-
old replied in the same tone and said that “they can do 
whatever they want”. 

“I am sorry aunty. I cannot do anything. Do whatever 
you want,” Tunisha’s mother quoted the accused, Shee-
zan, as saying. Vanita had visited her daughter’s set a day 
before the tragedy.  On being asked about the late actor’s 
behavioural changes, her mother alleged that Sheezan 
also forced her to follow Islam, and this was despite the 
fact he was already involved with another girl. 

Vanita said and Sheezan asked Tunisha to adopt their 
(Islamic) teachings. She had also started calling his 
mother ‘amma’, she recalled. Reiterating Tunisha’s in-
volvement in his family, Vanita further said that Shee-
zan’s sister took Tunisha for a “tattoo” session and his 
mother also encouraged her to get a dog despite her 
(Tunisha’s mother Vanita Sharma) disliking both. 

Addressing the media persons, she said that Tunisha 
had told her about Sheezan’s consumption of drugs on 
the set of the show. “Tunisha was a very sensitive girl. 
She had told me ‘Amma disturbs me a lot by talking 
about his ex-girlfriend’, whose chats Tunisha read on 
Sheezan’s phone,” Vanita said alleging that there was 
also some delay in taking her to the hospital after she was 
found hanging on the sets of the show.

New Delhi: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Friday spoke with 
indian cricketer Rishabh 
Pant’s mother about his 
health following the indian 
batter’s horrific road ac-
cident. Pant met with the 
accident while returning 
from Delhi to Roorkee 
as his car collided with 
the divider on the Narsan 
border of Roorkee near 
hammadpur Jhal. As 

per our reports, PM Modi 
spoke with Rishabh Pant’s 
mother and inquired about 
his health. earlier on 
Friday, PM Modi prayed 
for the good health and 
speedy recovery of india 
batter and tweeted, “Dis-
tressed by the accident of 
noted cricketer Rishabh 
Pant. i pray for his good 
health and well-being. @
RishabhPant17,” tweeted 
PM Modi.

pm speaks with pant’s mother, 
inquires about his health
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LET WOMEN LEAD FROM THE FRONT
4 PILLARS OF MODI’S WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

Lessening difficulties of women

Improving lives of women

Women development led by women

Women’s full participation in India’s development journey

FLAgSHIP ScHEMES THAT ARE cHANgINg WOMEN'S LANDScAPE

“Can we change the mentality  
towards our women in everyday 
life. Respect for women is an  
important pillar for India’s growth.” 

“Speedy development and  
empowerment of women is  
necessary for India’s development 
in the 21st century.’’  

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India

“I am Deepmala Mehra.  I used to do eyebrow 
threading from home but the income I used to get 
was not enough to meet my expenses.  Then I applied 
for Mudra Loan, which was easy to get and even the 
repayment was not difficult.  With the loan, I started 
my own fancy shop and stocked variety of products. 
With my earnings, now I can easily pay my rent, repay 
my loan and happily live my life with my family.” 

 “I, Cameliya Naskar, live 
in Daulapur with her family 
members.  My health was severely 
affected while collecting woods. 
On top of that, cooking used to 
take another significant time. 
After getting a LPG connection 
under PMUY, I have spare time 
to do household chores and help 
my children with their studies.”

“I, Suksho Chowdhury, got 
my free LPG connection 
in 2019. I am resident of 
Narayanpur Char, a remote 
village in river island of 
Ganges. I was using cow 
dung cakes and dry river 
grass remains as cooking 
fuel, which used to consume 
a lot of time. I have now 
started doing organic 
farming of fresh vegetables 

along with other women of the island. It has increased our 
income levels by devoting free time on it after cooking. 
I also help my husband in his fishing work and try to 
make sale in the nearby market for better livelihood.” 

SUccESS STORIES

"The unease caused due to smoke was considered the destiny 
of women. To get rid of this problem, the country gave more 
than 9 crore Ujjwala gas connections to them and liberated 
them from smoke."

"Earlier women, especially poor women, did not even have 
bank accounts. As a result, they remained economically weak. 
Our government has linked 23 crore women with the bank 
through Jan Dhan accounts." 

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India

“I would like to urge 
PM Modi to ensure 
equal participation of 
women in Parliament. 
Gender stereotyping, 
lack of political edu-
cation are stopping  
w o m e n  f r o m  
breaking the four 
walls .  PM Modi 
should provide equal 
political opportuni-
ties to ensure smooth 
working of the de-
mocracy.”  

— APOORVA

“Wage difference is 
illegal and discrimi-
natory, especially 
between men and 
women. Can’t it be 
changed? Can gov-
ernment change this 
culture? I would like 
to request honor-
able Prime Minister 
of India Narendra 
Modi come forward 
and take some strict 
action against the 
violators of this law”

— MADHVI

“Even for a woman 
living in urban ar-
eas, it is very diffi-
cult to find sanitary 
napkins while trav-
elling or in public 
washrooms. While 
several universities 
have installed sani-
tary napkin dispens-
ing machines, it is 
still a dream for rest 
of India. Authorities  
should to set up  a 
mechanism”

—  PRIYANKA 

“I would like to urge 
Prime Minister Modi 
to acknowledge the 
gender gap in the ju-
diciary.  More stress 
should be empha-
sised on the need for 
having more women 
judges in the courts. 
The disparity calls 
for diversification 
and inclusion of 
more women in the 
courts amd end  ste-
reotypes  ."

—  JASLEEN

The initiative Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao (BBBP), intro-
duced by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on 22 
February 2015, sought to 
increase the ratio of girl 
new-borns relative to boy 
infants and ensure that 
girls become socially and 
financially independent. 
When the initiative was ad-
vertised on social media in 
2015 with the hashtag #Self-
ieWithDaughter, it received 
widespread appreciation. 
The main objective of the 
social movement is to pro-
vide every girl in India with 
a suitable education and 
opportunities. Since 1961, 
there have been fewer girls 
than boys aged 0 to 6 years 
old, or what is known as 
the Child Sex Ratio (CSR). 
As an illustration, the ratio 
further decreased to 918 in 
2011 from 945 in 1991. The 
states of Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
trakhand, Haryana, Punjab, 
Delhi, and Bihar are the key 
targets of the programme. 
The scheme’s primary fo-
cus was on 100 districts, 
with at least one district in 
each of the states and union 
territories included in the 
2011 census, based on the 
low CSR ratio. The pro-
gramme’s national brand 
spokesperson is the Bolly-
wood actress Madhuri Dix-
it, whereas Olympic bronze 
medallist Sakshi Malik was 
appointed the BBBP brand 
ambassador for Haryana in 

August 2016.
There are various factors 

contributing to the falling 
trend in the CSR ratio, in-
cluding rising female femi-
cide, an increase in crime 
against women, and social 
ills such as child marriage 
and dowry. Thus, the need 
to launch the programme 
was to enhance the welfare 
of women in Indian society 
and raise public awareness 
was urgent. The main goals 
of this program were to stop 
gender bias, secure female 

children’s survival and pro-
tection, and provide them 
with an education. The pro-
gramme advances the goal 
of giving every girl child in 
the country access to equal 
opportunities, a healthy 
lifestyle, education, and fi-
nancial empowerment in 
all spheres of life. Education 
for a girl now is the same 
as education for the entire 
family and subsequent gen-
erations. A girl with a good 
education can build a self-
sufficient future for both 

her and the nation. Accord-
ing to reports in the main-
stream media, there are 
more occurrences of female 
foeticide and crimes against 
women than ever before be-
cause of the unfavourable 
stereotype that girls are less 
valuable than their male 
counterparts and a burden 
to their families. The pro-
gram’s main goal is to en-
courage Indian residents to 
give their girl children and 
female family members op-
portunities, a decent educa-
tion, good food, and safety.

Both triumphs and fail-
ures are related to the 
scheme. Some of its high-
lights include the fact 
that the programme is a 
thoughtful initiative with 
specific goals to empower 
girls. It began at the grass-
roots level and first con-
centrated on those regions 
where CSR was at a crisis 

point and there were no fa-
cilities for the education of 
girl children. The proper 
release or allocation of cash 
and scheme monitoring 
were mostly to blame for its 
failings. The tri-ministerial 
convergence programme 
has been amended and ex-
panded to include many 
ministers in order to further 
enhance it, according to the 
Union Ministry on Women 
and Child Development. 
Some of the additional ob-
jectives were a 1% increase 
in the number of girls en-
rolled in secondary educa-
tion, skill development for 
girls, promoting the aboli-
tion of child marriage, and 
boosting awareness about 
safe menstrual hygiene.

To honour the Internation-
al Day of the Girl Child, an up-
dated and extended version 
of the BBBP programme 
was unveiled on 22 October 
2022. The government is 
also making a strong effort 
to support the programme 
by offering financial aid for 
a girl child’s education and 
marriage. Though there 
is a long way to go, let’s all 
focus on the positive and 
hope that the actions taken 
today will ultimately help 
to define the bright future 
of girls in the civilised and 
well-educated Indian soci-
ety around the world.

Harminder Pal Singh is a  
professor at Department of  
Environment Science  of Pun-
jab University in Chandigarh. 

Empowering a girl is empowering a family
Harminder Pal SingH

PM Modi and Madhuri Dixit at the launch of BBBP. 

"You have a huge role 
in the ‘Beti Bachao, 
Beti Padhao’ cam-
paign. You should 
talk to your daugh-
ters continuously so 
that they should not 
only go to school in 
maximum numbers, 
but also complete 
their studies."

In the coming 25 
years, I see a large 
contribution of the 

women of the country. 
I urge everyone to 
ensure the further 
empowerment of 

women

8 years of Narendra Modi’s government would be remarkable for many obvious policies. The policies for women 
probably top the list. As we progress into another year, here is a peep into PM Modi’s attempt for women empowerment.

agenda 2023

BENEFICIARIES 
l Total sanctioned houses: 2.46 crore
l Total constructed houses: Over 2 crore 
l Houses solely or jointly owned 
by women: 69% 

BENEFICIARIES
l LPG connections released: 
Over 9.4 crore 

BENEFICIARIES
l Female account 

holders: 51%

BENEFICIARIES
l Total toilets constructed in 
rural areas: 11.5 crore
l Total toilets constructed in  
urban areas: Over 70 lakh 

BENEFICIARIES
l Sanctioned loans: 34.42 crore 
l Sanctioned amount: Rs 18.60 
lakh crores 
l Loans sanctioned to women 
entrepreneurs: 68%
l Loans sanctioned to women 
under Stand Up India: 81% of 
the beneficiaries 

To address the gaps in the erstwhile 
rural housing schemes and in view 
of the Government’s commitment to 
providing ‘Housing for All’ by 2022, 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – 
Gramin (PMAYG) was launched  
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi  
on 20 November 2016.

In May 2016, Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas (MOPNG), 
introduced the ‘Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana’ (PMUY) as a 
flagship scheme with an objective 
to make clean cooking fuel such 
as LPG available to the rural and 
deprived households that were 
using traditional cooking  
fuels.

Realising the problems faced 
by women and children on 
account of the lack of toilets, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
launched the Swachh Bharat 
Mission (SBM) on 2 October 
2014 for providing toilets to all 
households in the country over 
a time period of five years.

“Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan 
Yojana (PMJDY)” is ensur-
ing access to various finan-
cial services like availability 
of basic savings bank ac-
count, access to need based 
credit, remittances facility, 
insurance and pension to 
the excluded sections i.e. 
weaker sections & low in-
come groups.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 
(PMMY) provides loans upto 10 
lakhs to the non-corporate, non-
farm small/micro enterprises. 

PradHan mantri 
awaS Yojana

PradHan mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana

SwacHH BHarat 
miSSion

Pm mUdra Yojna Pm jan dHan 
Yojna

1
2
3
4

PM Modi on Ujjwala Scheme PM Modi on Jan Dhan Yojana

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme on January 22, 2015, to cel-
ebrate the Girl Child in an attempt to foster a change in 
the minds and hearts of the people of our country and to 
ensure survival, protection and education of the girl child. 
IMPACT: 
l Improvement in sex ratio: From 918 (2014-15) to 937 
(2020-21)
l Enrolment of Girls in secondary education: From 75.51% 
in 2014-15 to 79.46% in 2020-21
l Gross Enrolment in higher education: Increased of 18% 
from 2015 to 2020

Beti BacHao Beti PadHao



Many Indians can-
not see anything 
common between 

Baby Agnes and Kutty Ad-
hilakshmi other than their 
gender and birth year - both 
girls were born in 2022. One 
was born in Meghalaya the 
other in Tamilnadu. But for 
a discerning eye and an ana-
lytical mind there are many 
commonalities.

Women in neW india 
To begin with, both the girls 
are born in New India. Their 
auspicious arrival shattered 
the ever declining sex ratio 
of the country - for the first 
time in the history of inde-
pendent India the Sex Ratio 
of the total population (fe-
males per 1000 males) has 
reached 1020! It improved 
by 19 points from 918 in 
2014 to the present 1020.

In January 2022, Elizabeth 
who was pregnant with Ag-
nes, received the keys of her 
brand new home. It was one 
of the two crore affordable 
houses constructed by Modi 
Government for the under-
privileged. Elizabeth is the 
proud owner of her abode 
along with her husband. In 
today’s India over 69% of 
houses are either solely or 
jointly owned by women. 
More than 2.46 crore houses 
have been sanctioned while 

the actual target of afford-
able homes is 3 crores. Prime 
Minister Modi’s women em-
powerment formula is all 
encompassing. He knows 
that the dignity of a woman 
depends on not just having 
a toilet at home but by hav-
ing financial independence. 
Studies prove that domestic 
violence comes down as the 
financial independence of a 
woman rises.

 “Keys of a house open doors of 
dignity, confidence, sure future, 
a new identity and expanding 
possibilities.” PM Modi 

Kutty Adhilakshmi was a 
healthy baby weighing 3.1 
kg at birth. Her mother Gay-
athri is the beneficiary of 
Poshan Abhiyan – a 1000 
day program of the Modi 
government – This Mis-
sion improved nutritional 
outcomes for pregnant 
women, lactating mothers 
like Gayathri and their chil-
dren. Malnutrition (wast-
ing, stunting, underweight) 
takes away the lives of nearly 
half of all children under 
five years of age. POSHAN 
Tracker, an ICT-enabled 
platform, monitors in real-
time crores of women.  It 
helped provide supplemen-
tary nutrition to 11 crore 
beneficiaries.

Gayathri’s mother was 
not as fortunate as her. The 
daily act of cooking has been 
a major health hazard for 
her mother like millions of 
women in India due to the 
use of traditional firewood. 
Prime Minister Modi made 
clean cooking fuel LPG, ac-
cessible to rural and under-
privileged households. Over 
9.4 crore LPG connections 
have been released under 
Ujjwala Yojana.

Shabana Ilmi, Gayathri’s 
bosom pal has always told 
her to do something – why 
not put her passion of de-
signing to good use? There 
are platforms like ‘Mahila–
e–Haat’ that allow home 
made products to be sold 
to global customers. Gov-
ernment E Procurement 
(GeM) is another avenue for 
growing as an entrepreneur. 
Shabana who worked in the 
guindy industrial area in a 
factory for years is a bub-
bly entrepreneur now – She 
availed ‘Mudra Loan’ and 
became a job-creator do-
ing contract work for a Bio-
Toilet company. As many 
as 34.42 crore loans have 
been sanctioned and 70% of 
those loans were availed by 
aspirational women like her.

Shabana knows that her 
enterprise has a huge poten-
tial. The sanitation coverage 
in India was just 39% till 
2014. Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion of Modi Government 
built 11.5 crore toilets in ru-
ral India and 70 lakh in Ur-
ban India.

diGniTY & SaFeTY 
After the construction of 
toilets, 93% of women re-
ported that they were no 
longer afraid of being hurt 
by someone or harmed by 

animals while defecating; 
95% of women are no longer 
afraid of contracting health 
infections; 92% of women 
said they don’t fear going 
to the toilet in the dark of 
night. 93% of the women re-
ported no longer having to 
stop having food or water to 
control the urge to defecate 
or urinate. 

Sanitation and water sup-
ply are intractably linked. 
Before 2014 a whopping 
83% of rural households 
were devoid of any func-
tional tap water connec-
tion. In a short span of just 
37 months, over seven crore 
rural households have been 
provided with tap water 
connections. Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion is freeing women from 
the age-old drudgery of 
fetching water from a dis-
tance carrying heavy loads.

Shabana holds special 
respect for Indian Govern-
ment for abolishing Triple 
Talaq. She believes that 82% 
decrease in Triple Talaq 
cases within one year of the 
Act led to Self-reliance, Self-
respect & Self-confidence of 
Muslim women in India.

Women & 
BanKaBiLiTY 
Women became bankable 
after the launch of Jan Dhan 

Yojana. Today almost Rs1.46 
trillion are under Jan Dhan 
accounts and 55% of those 
are held by women. Thanks 
to these accounts, credit was 
accessible to women dur-
ing Covid. This seamless 
transfer of money during 
covid was a boon for many 
women.

Both Agnes and Adhilak-
shmi were born at a time 
when India is trying to cre-
ate a ‘safe nation’- Mahila 
police volunteers, women’s 
safety app HIMMAT, Traf-
ficking of Persons (Pre-
vention, Protection and 
Rehabilitation) Bill, Capital 
punishment for those found 
guilty of raping a child un-
der the age of 12, minimum 
punishment for rape of a girl 
less than 16 years increased 
from 10 years to 20 years are 
some tangible milestones.

PoLicieS BaSed on 
LiFe-cYcLe oF a 
Woman
The Modi led government 
has announced policies 
based on the life cycle of 
a woman – so technically 
speaking policies to empow-
er and safeguard women 
exist for a girl child in the 
womb to someone who is 
on her way out of her mor-
tal coil. Women’s access to 

education, skill training, 
institutional credit and ma-
ternity benefit have gone 
up exponentially in recent 
times. Women are being 
trained to run and maintain 
electric vehicles, install solar 
rooftops, and other jobs his-
torically dominated by men. 

Agnes and Adhilakshmi 
are born in a wonderful 
India where 43% of STEM 
(Science, Technology, En-
gineering, Mathematics) 
graduates are women and 
the most precious ecological 
treasure – The ‘Sunderbans’ 
are protected by 3000 Tiger 
Widows.

Prime Minister Modi fond-
ly refers to north eastern 
states as the ‘Ashtalakshmi 
States’ and Agnes comes 
from there.  Modiji also as-
pires to see India being led 
by ‘Nari Shakti’ - Aadhilak-
shmi name stands for the 
primal force that leads. Both 
these girls along with scores 
of other girls born in New 
India are both beneficiaries 
and brilliant harbingers of 
a prosperous nation – the 
New India.

Ms Karuna Gopal Vartakavi, 
President, Foundation for  
Futuristic Cities and BJP Na-
tional Incharge, Women Policies 
& Research

Harbingers of a New India
The Modi-led government has announced policies based on the life cycle of a woman 
– so technically speaking policies to empower and safeguard women exist for a 
girl child in the womb to someone who is on her way out of her mortal coil. 

overall empowrment 

Two Russian tourists, both said to be critics of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, died within 48 hours of each 
other at a hotel in Odisha. The police and district 
authorities evidently did not observe the complete 
protocol for deaths under mysterious circumstanc-
es and concluded that one of them died because of a 
possible cardiac arrest and the other had committed 
suicide as he could not bear the loss of his compan-
ion. Strangely, while the viscera of one of the tourists 
has been preserved for further forensic analysis, the 
viscera of the tourist who apparently died because 
of a heart attack, has not been preserved. It is more 
than clear that the authorities have failed to reach 
irrefutable conclusions and therefore the matter 
should be handed over the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) for a thorough and objective probe. 
There have been allegations in the western media 
that ever since the start of the Ukraine war, critics of 
President Putin have been dying in various parts of 
the world because of reasons that are baffling. The 
probe is also needed to clear the Russian President’s 
name if such an accusation is found to be flawed. In 
the light of these incidents, the Indian Intelligence 
agencies need to beef up their counter-intelligence 
operations in order to prevent the recurrence of such 
unexplained deaths. In the past as well, there have 
been cases worldwide where adversaries of differ-
ent regimes were targeted and eliminated by secret 
service agents. Some time ago, there were writeups 
that suggested that both Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 
Shastri and Nuclear scientist, Homi Jahangir Bhab-
ha were taken out by the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy. This charge also needs to be corroborated. Similar 
allegations of a foreign hand were made when Indira 
Gandhi and Rajeev Gandhi were assassinated. Even 
after the death in a tragic helicopter crash of General 
Bipin Rawat, the Chief of Defence Staff, there was 
intense speculation of a possible foul play involv-
ing a foreign power though the India Air Force in-
quiry blamed the pilot for the mishap. In 2012, an 
Israeli woman diplomat was grievously injured in 
an explosive attack, half a kilometer away from the 
Prime Minister’s residence. The Israelis blamed 
the Iranians for this act. The murderous attack fol-
lowed targeting of Israeli and Iranian diplomats and 
citizens by the agents of the opponent countries. In 
Delhi, the 1980s, there were killings of two diplo-
mats which were never properly solved. Mustafa Al 
Marzook of the Kuwaiti Embassy was gunned down 
as he was boarding his car in the Geetanjali colony 
of South Delhi. Soviet Third secretary, Khitzichenko 
was shot dead by two motor cycle borne riders on the 
Satya Marg in the Chanakyapuri area when he was 
returning to the Embassy premises on Shanti Path 
along with wife after they had shopped at the nearby 
Yashwant Place. The Odisha government must allow 
the CBI to probe the deaths of these Russian tourists, 
in order to lift the veil of mystery from this possible 
crime. There should also be no further delay by the 
Indian intelligence to also help the probing agencies 
with inputs that would shed light on these unfortu-
nate incidents. 

Pankaj Vohra

PerSPecTive
TruTh musT prevail 

the CBI must proBe 
the russIan tourIsts’ 
deaths In odIsha

opinion
Karuna Gopal VartaKaVi
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BalanCe In gender 

Women’s empowerment 
has undoubtedly included 
many shifts and changes 
in employment and educa-
tional opportunities over 
the last eight years.The abil-
ity for women to use their 
voice against injustices has 
reached a higher decibel 
level. Having access to a mo-
bile phone and being able to 
stand up against sexual ha-
rassment at work and regis-
ter a complaint with the au-
thorities has seen a positive 
change in the last few years. 
But this is not all, Women’s 
empowerment requires a 
deep acceptance that is still 
lacking in a society where 
patriarchal values are up-
held and revered by women 
themselves.

The pace is slower than 
what educated and aware 
women wish, but surely the 
mindset of the masses, even 
if it’s reluctant, is definitely 
opening up to this new real-
ity of equality. Women need 
to realise that if they begin to 
feel comfortable confiding 
in each other, their ability to 
handle issues will see a tre-
mendous shift in the power 
dynamics of a gendered so-
ciety. Women need to stop 
feeling that a failed mar-
riage, a dysfunctional rela-
tionship, domestic violence, 
or rape is their fault and is 
not to be discussed openly. 
What all women need to 
know is that perpetrators 
must be ruthlessly exposed.

In a very honourable move, 
the government of India this 
year recognised the work of 
the 20+ million sex workers 
in India. This will empower 
them to be less vulnerable to 
bondage and slavery. The os-
tracism associated with sex 
work needs to be directed 
towards poverty, lack of 
education, and the inability 
to get a job instead of the sex 
workers’ character assassi-
nation.

One can’t turn a blind eye 
to our neighbouring coun-
try of Afghanistan, where 
women have recently been 
banned from attending 
universities. The protes-
tors were dispersed by the 
Taliban with water canons 
to stop them from standing 
up for their fundamental 
right to education. They are 
fearful of educated women. 
India, on the other hand, 
voted for the President of 
India, Madam Draupadi 
Murmu, who hails from a 
tribal community, making 
this the first step to eradicate 
caste inequality and pave the 
way for the inclusion of all 
strata of women in power 
positions.

In a landmark judgment, 
the Shamim Ara versus 
State of UP ruling in 2002, 
the Supreme Court this year 
pronounced arbitrary triple 
talaq invalid. Shayara Bano, 
a 35-year-old woman, chal-
lenged the practice after 
getting divorced under the 
triple talaq custom. This is 
now unconstitutional and 
will be beneficial for Muslim 
women who have faced so-
cial ostracism and exclusion 

due to these archaic laws.
One has to acknowledge 

that there has been signifi-
cant development in India, 
where patriarchy rules the 
roost. Women in live-in rela-
tionships can file complaints 
of gender violence. 

But data still indicates that 
women are far from be-
coming equal participants 
in work leadership roles. 
Only five of India’s Fortune 
100 companies have female 
CEOs. The world is full of 
examples glorifying wom-

en’s leadership, but the ma-
jority of the workforce still 
chooses men. 

There is definitely a change 
from the days of our grand-
mothers, who couldn’t think 
of working for wages. Many 
of our mothers, too, did un-
paid work and uncountable 
mothers who take up stitch-
ing and embroidery work 
long after she has finished 
her home chores, while their 
children are asleep, remain 
very poorly remunerated.

The latest National Family 

Health Survey, conducted 
from 2019 through 2021 
and released in 2022, polled 
Indians about their “attitude 
towards wife-beating.” The 
survey found that 45.4% of 
women and 44.2% of men 
said it would be ok for a man 
to beat his wife for certain 
reasons. 

Many don’t register do-
mestic violence cases and 
over 4 lakh cases are still 
pending under the Domes-
tic Violence Act according 
to the Supreme Court. 

This shift in the under-
standing of dignity, right 
over self, and the mindset 
in which a woman believes 
the man is her master is not 
going away anytime soon.
This is deeply rooted and re-
quires parents to believe in 
the shifting roles of a daugh-
ter versus a son. India must 
address the age-old family 
structure in which a daugh-
ter is raised to take care of a 
home, instead, she needs to 
be raised to have equal op-
portunities as a son.

Malnutrition among girl 
children is higher than that 
of male children. Many par-
ents raise their sons with the 
thought that he will be the 
breadwinner and the heir to 
the family business or leg-
acy. Women in such setups 
are left to find their worth 
in the marriage market 
with very little share given 
to them from the family fi-
nancial business or political 
legacy. It is always the son 
who takes on the mantle. 

In homes across India, a 
male child is given a glass of 
milk whereas the girl child 
is taught to serve the broth-
ers the glass of milk, cook, 
clean and remain hindered. 
She grows up knowing that 
she will be married off. Her 
abilities in home manage-
ment skills is given more 
importance. The girl sub-
consciously acknowledges 
that the dignity of the house-
hold’s reputation falls on her 
frail and fatigued shoulders 
that must remain bent with 
submission.

Mohua Chinappa is an author 
and a podcaster of a show called 
The Mohua Show.

What we need to do to really empower and enable women

mohua chinaPPa
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The Central Board of Indi-
rect Taxes and Customs had 
issued a clarification to deal 
with the difference in Input 
Tax Credit (ITC) which is 
availed in Form GSTR-3B as 
compared to that detailed in 
Form GSTR-2A for FY 2017–
2018 and FY 2018–2019.

Therefore, the proper of-
ficer will be asking the reg-
istered person to present a 
certificate for the concerned 
supplier from the CA or the 
cost accountant if the dif-
ference between the ITC 
claimed in Form GSTR-3B 
and the ITC available in 
Form GSTR-2A would be 
exceeding Rs 5 lakh (CMA). 
Thus, the CMA and CA must 
certify that the supplier has 
made the supplies described 
in his invoices to the regis-
tered person and that he has 
paid the applicable tax in his 
return (Form GSTR 3B).

The certificate has been 
issued by CA or CMA shall 
contain UDIN. The Certifi-
cate of the UDIN issued by 
CAs can be verified from 
ICAI website and issued by 
CMAs can be verified from 
ICMAI website.

The proper officer will be 
asking the claimant to pres-
ent a certificate from the 
concerned supplier stating 
The certificate must mention 
that the supplies have actu-
ally been made by him to the 
said registered person and 
that the tax has to be paid 
on supplies by the supplier 

in his return in Form GSTR 
3B. The same is only being 
applied in cases where the 
difference between the ITC 
claimed in Form GSTR-3B 
and available in Form GSTR-
2A of the registered person 
in respect of a supplier for 
the financial year is up to Rs 
5 lakh.

In Court

CBIC: CA Certificate Can Be 
Used For Clearing Difference 
In ITC As Per GSTR-3B And 
GSTR-2A For Financial Year 
2017-2018, 2018-2019

The Punjab and Haryana 
High Court in the case Om 
Parkash v. Balkar Singh 
and Others observed and 
has reiterated that electrici-
ty is an integral part of right 
to life as enshrined under 
Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion of India.

The single judge bench 
headed by Justice Manjari 
Nehru Kaul was hearing 
the plea filed by one Om 
Parkash, a tenant-shop-
keeper whose electricity 
supply was being discon-
nected by his landlord, 
Balkar Singh. The respon-
dent-landlord supply was 
disconnected wherein al-
leging that the lease agree-
ment between the two had 
already expired and that 
the petitioner was an illegal 
occupant.

However, the occupation 
of the aforesaid premises 

also happened to be sub-
ject matter of a pending suit 
which has been filed by the 
landlord against the peti-
tioner for possession of the 
suit property along with 
the recovering of mesne 
profits.

It has been stated by the 
court wherein directing the 
authorities to restore the 
electricity connection.

The court observed that it 
cannot be over-emphasized 
that electricity being a basic 
necessity, is an integral part 
of right to life as enshrined 
under Article 21 of the Con-
stitution of India. Thus, The 
petitioner cannot be de-
prived of electricity, as long 
as he is in possession of the 
suit property.

Earlier, the petitioner ap-
proached the Civil Judge 
(Junior Division), Jagadhri, 
Yamuna Nagar for restora-
tion of electricity connec-
tion in his shop. The court 

dismissed his plea and ag-
grieved with the same an 
appeal was filed before the 
Additional District Judge, 
Yamuna Nagar was also 
dismissed, prompting him 
to file the present appeal.

It has been argued by the 
petitioner that the petition-
er could not be deprived of 
electricity, since he was in 
possession of the suit prop-
erty and since electricity 
was a basic amenity. Fur-
ther, he contended that the 
respondent disconnected 
the electricity connection 
with an ulterior motive of 
forcing him to vacate the 
suit property.

However, it has been ar-
gued by the respondent that 
as per the rent agreement 
the lease in favour of the 
petitioner stood and that 
he had no right to continue 
being in possession of the 
premises. As the respon-
dent had even terminated 

the tenancy vide a legal no-
tice, the petitioner who be-
ing an illegal occupant, had 
no right to claim restoration 
of electricity connection.

It has also been noted 
by the High Court that al-
though a suit was instituted 
by the respondent for pos-
session of his property, thus, 
the petitioner could not be 
deprived of electricity in the 
interim period until final 
adjudication of the case.

Accordingly, the Court 
allowed the revision peti-
tion, wherein ordering the 
restoration of electricity. 
The electricity connection 
needs to be restored of the 
suit property be restored 
subject to payment of requi-
site charges by the petition-
er, if any, till the final deci-
sion is taken of the suit filed 
by him. Further, the court 
clarified that the petitioner 
shall continue to pay the 
electricity charges regularly.

In Court

Punjab and Haryana HIgH Court: 
ordered restraInIng of tenant’s 
eleCtrICIty ConneCtIon durIng PendenCy 
of dIsPute WItH landlord; eleCtrICIty 
Integral Part of rIgHt to lIfe

The Delhi Bench of the 
Income Tax Appel-
late Tribunal in the 

case Pallav Pandey Versus 
ACIT observed and has al-
lowed the expenses which 
are incurred towards the 
transfer of shares.

The two-member bench 
comprising of Judicial Mem-
ber, Yogesh Kumar U.S. and 
the Accountant Member, 
B.R.R. Kumar in the case 
observed that the expenses 
incurred by the assessee are 
allowable transfer expenses 
as per Section 48 of the In-
come Tax Act, 1961 and an 
error has been committed 
by both the lower authori-
ties wherein disallowing the 
expenses incurred by the as-
sessee.

In the present case, the as-
sessee filed the return for the 
assessment year 2016–2017, 
wherein declaring an in-
come and claiming transfer 
expenses against the sale 
consideration. Thus, the 
case of the assessee was 
being selected for scrutiny 
under CASS and the as-
sessment proceedings were 
initiated, and during the 
assessment proceedings, it 
has been contended by the 
assessee that the expenses 
were incurred wholly and 
exclusively for the transfer 

of shares and that expenses 
are eligible as per Section 48 
of the Income Tax Act of 1961.

The transfer expenses has 
been disallowed by the AO 
on the basis that the trans-
fer expenses claimed by the 
assessee are in the nature of 
fees for advisory services 
and management consult-
ing. Thus, the court cannot 
consider allowable transfer 
expenses as per Section 48 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

An appeal has been pref-
fered by assessee before 
the CIT (A). The transfer 
expenses have been allowed 

by CIT(A) to the extent of 
Rs. 1,50,000 (being 0.1% of 
the transaction cost), and 
the disallowance of the bal-
ance of Rs. 24,42,818 was 
confirmed.

Further, it has been sub-
mitted by AO and the CIT(A) 
erred in not allowing all ex-
penses incurred in connec-
tion with earning long-term 
capital gains. Thus, the said 
expenses were being paid 
for seeking management 
consultancy from Signal 
Hill in respect of a transfer 
of shares, but they are being 
disallowed on the basis that 

the management consul-
tancy expenses cannot be 
considered eligible transfer 
expenses as per Section 48 
without bringing any mate-
rial on record. Although, it 
has not been questioned by 
the assessee’s service that it 
made a mistake by limiting 
the expenses to only 0.1% of 
the transaction cost.

It has also been argued by 
the department that the or-
der of CIT(A)’s wherein lim-
iting the expenses to 0.1% of 
the transaction was reason-
able and that the Tribunal 
should not intervene.

Therefore, it has been de-
termined by the Tribunal 
that M/s Signal Hills’ ser-
vices were solely used for 
the sale of private limited 
company shares. When it 
is being compared to the 
invoice raised by M/s Signal 
Hills, the payment was made 
through the banking chan-
nel. Thus, there being on re-
cord to suggest or no mate-
rial brought on record by the 
AO to suggest that transfer 
expenses were not incurred 
wholly and exclusively for 
the purpose of transferring 
shares held by the assessee.

In Court

Itat: alloWed exPenses InCurred 
toWards transfer of sHares 
TDG NETWORK 

The Gujarat High Court in 
the case Map Refoils India 
Ltd. Versus National Face-
less E-Assessment Center 
observed and the assess-
ment order of income 
tax worth Rs. 101 crores 
has been quashed on the 
grounds of a violation of the 
principle of natural justice 
by the National Faceless As-
sessment Center.

The division bench com-
prising of Justice N.V. An-
jaria and Justice Bhargav D. 
Karia in the case observed 
that the department/re-
spondent will be at liberty 
for proceeding with as-
sessment under the stated 
provisions of Section 144B 
of the Income Tax Act, 1961, 
as it has been permissible 
under the law that after is-
suance of a show cause no-
tice and draft assessment 
order so as an opportunity 
is provided of hearing to the 
petitioner.

In the present case, the 
petitioner/assessee being 
in the business of refining 
and trading different kinds 
of edible oil from crude 
and raw cotton wash oil. 
Therefore, the petitioner’s 
case was being taken under 
scrutiny and assessment 
under the E-assessment 
Scheme, 2019, and has is-
sued a notice under Section 
143(2). The court also issued 
notices under Section 142(1), 
along with detailed ques-
tionnaires. The petitioner 
and assessee submitted 
their replies from time to 
time, in response to notices.

However, the final assess-
ment order has been passed 
by the department, wherein 

making huge additions 
without providing an op-
portunity to hear from the 
petitioner on the basis of 
new material that was nev-
er being mentioned in the 
order of draft assessment or 
any of the earlier notices.

It has also been contended 
by the assessee that neither 
any material nor informa-
tion from any inquiry which 
is made after the draft as-

sessment order was made 
available to assess any time 
before the receipt of the fi-
nal assessment order, the 
same being in complete 
violation of the provisions 
of Section 144B. Thus, the 
draft assessment order and 
final assessment order are 
totally different. The major 
thrust being making addi-
tions is the inquiry made 
after the draft assessment 

order, which was never be-
ing made available to the as-
sessee even when the oppor-
tunity was required to be 
given to the assessee as per 
the express provisions pro-
vided under Section 144B.

Further, the court held 
that as per the provisions of 
Section 144B(7), in case of a 
variation prejudicial to the 
assessee as being proposed 
in the draft assessment or-
der, the assessee is entitled 
to request a personal hear-
ing, which, upon such re-
quest as it may be provided 
by the authority if the case 
of the assessee is covered 
by the circumstances pro-
vided therein in the exercise 
of powers under Section 
144B(7) of Sub Clause (h) of 
Clause (xii) of the Act, 1961.

Accordingly, the court 
quashed the order of assess-
ment passed by the respon-
dent under Section 143(3) 
read with Section 144B and 
a notice has been demanded 
under Section 156.

In Court

Gujarat High Court: Quashed 
Assessment Order Of Income 
Tax Worth Rs.101 Crores For 
Not Following Natural Justice 
TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

The division bench comprising of Justice 
N.V. Anjaria and Justice Bhargav D. Karia 
in the case observed that the department/
respondent will be at liberty for proceeding 
with assessment under the stated provisions 
of Section 144B of the Income Tax Act, 1961, 
as it has been permissible under the law that 
after issuance of a show cause notice and 
draft assessment order so as an opportunity 
is provided of hearing to the petitioner.
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The Centrally spon-
sored scheme of Sa-
magra Shiksha of 

the Department of School 
Education and Literacy is an 
overarching programme for 
the school education sector 
extending from pre-school 
to class XII. The scheme 
treats school education as a 
continuum and is in accor-
dance with Sustainable De-
velopment Goal for Educa-
tion (SDG-4). The Samagra 
Shiksha Scheme has been 
aligned with the recommen-
dations of the National Edu-
cation Policy: 2020 (NEP: 
2020) and extended from 
2021-22 to 2025-26.  

Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs has ap-
proved continuation of Sa-
magra Shiksha Scheme for a 
period of five years i.e., from 
2021-22 to 2025-26 with a 
total financial outlay of Rs 
2,94,283.04 crores which 
includes Central share of 

Rs 1,85,398.32 crores, as per 
EFC recommendations and 
approval of revised pro-
grammatic and financial 
norms.

ICT and smart class ap-
provals: Under the Infor-
mation & Communication 
Technology (ICT) compo-
nent of the Samagra Shiksha 
Scheme, there is a provision 
to impart computer literacy 
and computer-enabled 
learning to children, by de-
veloping and deploying cur-
riculum-based interactive 
multimedia, digital books, 
virtual labs etc. across the 
country. It supports the 
establishment of smart 
classrooms, and ICT labs in 
schools, including support 
for hardware, educational 
software and e-content 
for teaching. It envisages 
covering all Government/
Government-aided schools 
with classes VI to XII. Till 
November 2022 (since in-
ception), ICT Labs have been 
approved in 1,20,614 schools 

and Smart classrooms in 
82,120 schools across the 
country.

Brief of activities under-
taken from 1st January, 2022 
to 31st December, 2022 is as 
under:

Shiksha Shabdkosh – De-
partment of School Educa-
tion & Literacy has brought 
out Shiksha Shabdkosh, a 
document on glossary of var-
ious terminologies in School 
Education and a compilation 
of all the terms which have 
been used in the context of 
school education. 

Samagra Shiksha Frame-
work for Implementation 
– Department of School 
Education & Literacy has 
issued a Samagra Shiksha 
Framework, which gives the 
Key Performance Indicators 
(KPI) for each component 
and physical and financial 
details of implementation of 
each component of Samagra 
Shiksha. 

444531 Schools have 
awarded Fit India Flag, and 

43074 Schools have applied 
for 3 Stars Rating and 13008 
Schools have applied for 5 
Stars rating. 

4th FIT India School Week 
is being celebrated from 15th 
November 2022 till 15th Jan-
uary 2023. Till 19th Decem-
ber 2022, total 1,17,844 stu-
dents participated in various 
activities.

FIT INDIA Quiz 2022 for 
schools has been launched 
by FIT India Team. In this 

1,74,473 students registered 
from 42,490 schools across 
36 States/UTs in 2022.

A Virtual event on Assis-
tive Technology Innovations 
for Inclusive Education as a 
part of Azadi Ka Amrit Ma-
hotsav (AKAM): As a part of 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav 
(AKAM), Department of 
School Education & Litera-
cy, Ministry of Education, in 
collaboration with Atal Inno-
vation Mission, NITI Aayog 

organized a virtual event on 
Assistive Technology start-
ups for Inclusive Education 
showcasing innovations and 
startup solutions on January 
17, 2022. The virtual event on 
‘Assistive Technology Inno-
vations for Inclusive Edu-
cation’ focused on start-ups 
and their innovations that 
enhance or aid the learn-
ing of children with special 
needs.

Fifth edition of Pariksha Pe 

Charcha, the unique inter-
active program of Hon’ble 
Prime Minister, Shri Nar-
endra Modi with students, 
teachers and parents was 
held successfully on 1st April 
2022 at Talkatora Stadium. 
Selection for this program 
was carried out through a 
creative writing competition 
for the students of classes 9 to 
12, teachers and parents on 
MyGov.in portal from 28th 
December, 2021 to 3rd Feb-
ruary, 2022.

PRASHAST Mobile App – 
“Pre Assessment Holistic 
Screening Tool”:
Department of School Educa-
tion & Literacy has launched 
a Disabilities Screening 
Checklist for Schools and an 
Android Mobile App titled 
as PRASHAST Mobile App 
– “Pre Assessment Holistic 
Screening Tool” for schools 
during Shikshak Parv, 2022. 
PRASHAST App will help in 
screening 21 disability condi-
tions recognized in RPwD 

Act, 2016, at the school level 
and will generate the school-
wise report, for further shar-
ing with the authorities for 
initiating the certification 
process, as per guidelines 
of Samagra Shiksha. PRA-
SHAST Mobile App has been 
developed by CIET, NCERT.

Amendment in RTE Act, 
2009 w.r.t. pupil teacher 
ratio for special educators 
in general schools:
The schedule to RTE Act, 
2009 has been amended re-
garding pupil teacher ratio 
for special educators in gen-
eral schools i.e. one special 
education teacher for every 
ten pupils with disabilities 
enrolled at primary level and 
one special education teacher 
for every fifteen pupils with 
disabilities enrolled at upper 
primary level and a notifica-
tion has been published in 
Gazette of India vide Noti-
fication No. S.O. 4586 (E) 
dated 21.09.2022 (published 
on 29.09.2022).

Year end review –MinistrY of education
hrd

Delhi’s overall Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) clocked at 
399 today as per the 4PM 
AQI Bulletin provided by 
Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB). In view of 
significant deterioration in 
air quality of Delhi-NCR in 
last 24 hours, the Sub-Com-
mittee for invoking actions 
under the Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP) of the 
Commission for Air Quality 
Management in NCR & Ad-
joining Areas (CAQM) held 
an emergency meeting today. 
During the meeting, the Sub-
Committee comprehensively 
reviewed the air quality sce-
nario in the region as well as 
the forecasts for meteorologi-
cal conditions and air quality 
index of Delhi. While assess-
ing the overall air quality pa-
rameters, the Sub-Committee 
noted that due to extreme 
unfavorable meteorological 
conditions the overall air 
quality of Delhi has deterio-
rated over last few hours and 
there is an increasing trend 
further in the coming days as 
per the Air Quality forecast 
of IMD/IITM. Therefore, it 
is considered necessary to 
put Stage-III of GRAP back 
in place with immediate ef-
fect in the entire NCR in an 
effort to prevent further de-
terioration of air quality in 
the region. 

Based on earlier decisions 
of the Sub-Committee on 
GRAP, actions up to Stage-I 
and Stage-II of the GRAP are 
already in force vide orders 
dated October 5, 2022 and 
October 19, 2022 respec-
tively. Actions under stage-
III of GRAP were invoked 
on 04.12.2022 in the NCR, 
pursuant to a significant 
deterioration in the average 
air quality of Delhi and the 
Sub-Committee in its meet-
ing held on December 07, 
2022 reviewed the air qual-
ity scenario in the region and 
based on the improvement 
in the overall AQI of Delhi, 
the Sub-Committee revoked 
its order dated 4th Decem-

ber, 2022 vide order dated 
7th December, 2022.

As per the dynamic model 
and weather/ meteorologi-
cal forecast, the overall AQI 
of Delhi is expected to slip 
into ‘Severe’ category ow-
ing to calm wind and stable 
atmospheric conditions and 
is expected to deteriorate 
further, therefore, in an ef-
fort to prevent further dete-
rioration of air quality in the 
region, the Sub-Committee 
has decided that all actions 
as envisaged under Stage III 
of the GRAP – ‘Severe’ Air 
Quality (DELHI AQI rang-
ing between 401-450), be 
implemented in right earnest 
by all the agencies concerned, 
with immediate effect in 
the entire NCR. This is in 
addition to the preventive/ 
restrictive actions already 
in force under Stage-I and 
Stage-II of GRAP. 
Accordingly, a 9-point ac-

tion plan as per Stage-III of 
GRAP is applicable with im-
mediate effect from today in 
the entire NCR in addition 
to preventive/ restrictive 
actions under Stage-I and 
Stage-II of the GRAP which 
are already in place. This 
9-point action plan includes 
steps to be implemented/ en-
sured by different agencies 
and PCBs of NCR and DPCC. 
These steps are:

1. Intensified frequency of 
mechanised/ vacuum-based 
sweeping of roads.

2. Daily water sprinkling 
along with use of dust sup-
pressants, before peak traf-
fic hours, on roads and right 
of ways including hotspots, 
heavy traffic corridors and 
proper disposal of the col-
lected dust in designated 
sites/ landfills.

3. Intensification of public 
transport services. Intro-
duce differential rates to 
encourage off-peak travel.

4. Construction & Demoli-
tion (C&D) Activities: 

(i) Enforce strict ban on 
construction and demolition 
activities in the entire NCR, 
except for the following cat-
egories of projects: 

l Railway services / Rail-
way stations 
l Metro Rail Services in-

cluding stations.
l Airports and Inter State 

Bus Terminals.
l National security/ de-

fence related activities/ proj-
ects of national importance.
l Hospitals/ health care 

facilities.
l Linear public projects 

such as highways, roads, fly-
overs, over bridges, power 
transmission, pipelines etc.
l Sanitation projects like 

sewage treatment plants and 
water supply projects etc.
l Ancillary activities spe-

cific to and supplementing 
above categories of projects. 

Note: The above exemp-
tions shall be further subject 
to strict compliance of the 
C&D Waste Management 
Rules, dust prevention/ con-
trol norms including compli-
ance with the directions of 
the Commission issued from 
time to time in this regard. 

(ii) Other than the projects 
exempted under (i) above, 
dust generating/ air pollu-
tion causing C&D activities 
to be strictly banned during 
this period shall include: 
l Earthwork for excavation 

and filling including boring 
& drilling works. 
l All structural construc-

tion works including fabrica-
tion and welding operations. 
l Demolition works. 
l Loading & unloading of 

construction materials any-
where within or outside the 
project sites. 
l Transfer of raw materials 

either manually or through 
conveyor belts, including 
fly ash. 
l Movement of vehicles on 

unpaved roads. 
l Operation of batching 

plant.
l Laying of sewer line, wa-

terline, drainage work and 
electric cabling by open 
trench system. 
l Cutting and fixing of tiles, 

stones and other flooring 
materials. 
l Grinding activities. 
l Piling work. 

l Water Proofing work. 
l Road construction/ re-

pair works including paving 
of sidewalks / pathways and 
central verges etc. 

(iii) For all construction 
projects in NCR, non-pol-
luting / non-dust generating 
activities such as plumbing 
works, interior decoration, 
electrical works and car-
pentry related works shall 
be permitted to be continued.

5. Industrial operations 
l For industrial areas hav-

ing PNG infrastructure and 
supply: 

Strictly enforce closure 
/ ban on such industries/ 
operations not running on 
fuels as in the standard list 
of approved fuels for NCR. 
l For industrial areas not 

having PNG infrastructure 
and supply: 

Regulate operations of 
such industries not using 
any of the fuels as per the 
standard list of approved fu-
els for NCR, to operate only 
for maximum 5 days a week 
as under (till 31.12.2022): 

(i) Paper and pulp process-
ing, distilleries and captive 
thermal power plants – to 
remain inoperative on Sat-
urdays and Sundays. 

(ii) Paddy / rice processing 
units – to remain inoperative 
on Mondays and Tuesdays. 

(iii) Textile/ garments and 
apparels including dyeing 
processes – to remain inop-
erative on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 

(iv) Other industries not 
falling in the above noted 
categories – to remain in-
operative on Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

With effect from 01.01.2023, 
strictly enforce closure/ ban 
in the entire NCR, on such 
industries/ operations not 
running on fuels, as in the 
standard list of approved 
fuels for NCR. 

Note: Milk & dairy units 
and those involved in man-
ufacturing of life saving 
medical equipment / devices, 
drugs and medicines shall, 
however be exempted from 
the above restrictions.

6. Close brick kilns, hot 
mix plants which are not 
operating on fuels, as in the 
standard list of approved 
fuels for NCR. 

7. Close down operations of 
stone crushers.

8. Ban / Close down mining 
and associated activities in 
the NCR.

9. State Governments in 
NCR/ GNCTD may impose 
restrictions on BS III petrol 
and BS IV diesel LMVs (4 
wheelers).

Moreover, the Commission 
appeals to the citizens of 
NCR to cooperate in imple-
menting GRAP and follow 
the steps mentioned in the 
Citizen Charter under GRAP. 
Citizens are advised to:
l Choose a cleaner com-

mute - share a ride to work or 
use public transport or walk 
or cycle.
l People, whose positions 

allow working from home, 
may work from home. 
l Do not use coal and 

wood for heating purpose.
l Individual house own-

ers may provide electric 
heaters (during winters) to 
security staff to avoid open 
burning.
l Combine errands and 

reduce trips. Walk to er-
rands wherever possible.

Further, all implementing 
agencies are advised that 
actions under Stage ‘I’ and 
Stage ‘II’ of the GRAP are 
further intensified and spe-
cial drives are conducted for 
implementation of actions 
under Stage ‘III’, particularly 
restrictions related to Con-
struction &amp; Demolition 
activities, stone crushers and 
mining and associated activi-
ties. Regulatory actions need 
to be taken on Industrial 
operations, brick klins, and 
hot mix plants using non-
approved fuels.

The Commission is closely 
watching the situation and 
will review the air quality 
scenario accordingly. The re-
vised schedule of the GRAP 
is available on the Commis-
sion’s official website and can 
be accessed via caqm.nic.in

weather
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Air Pollution Emergency meeting 
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The Minister of State for 
Electronics & Information 
Technology and Skill Devel-
opment & Entrepreneurship, 
Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
today said that the Govern-
ment of India is going to 
launch a Digital India Inno-
vation Fund that will sup-
port Deeptech Startups.

The Minister made these 
remarks during his address 
to over 1000 college stu-
dents as part of the New In-
dia for Young India: Techade 
of Opportunities program at 
the Catholic Bishop House 
Campus, Thamarassery, 
Kerala.

The Minister spoke at 
length about how for most 
part of the past 75 years, In-
dia had been a dysfunctional 
democracy where the oppor-
tunities for growth were lim-
ited to a select few. “We had 
accepted this dysfunctional-
ity as a fact and considered 
it as the cost of democracy.”

The Minister mentioned 
that PM Shri Narendra 
Modiji’s vision of New In-
dia is one where there were 
ample opportunities for ev-
ery Indian to participate in 
the development process 
and Hard work and skills 
are the only determinants of 
success.

Responding to a question 
on the issues like job oppor-
tunities in the country and 
migration from Kerala, the 
Minister added “Migration 
is a consequence of lack of 
hope. But India at the mo-
ment is going through an 
inflection point. The com-
ing decade is going to be 
India’s Techade. There are 

tremendous opportunities 
for young Indians. You won’t 
get these kinds of opportuni-
ties, anywhere outside India. 
We should always have con-
fidence that this is our land 
and the action is in India.” 

The Minister had lunch 
with Bishop Remigiose 
Inchananiyil & Bishop Var-
ghese Chakkalakal and oth-
er members of KCYM Kerala 
Catholic Youth Movement. 
The Minister took to his 
Twitter handle and thanked 
Sister Celesti from the Mis-
sionary sisters of Mary Im-
maculate and her team for 
hosting lunch for the Minis-
ter at the Bishop’s house.

Later, Shri Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar attended the 
Malabar Yuvajana Sanga-
mam at Alphonsa English 
Higher Secondary School, 
Koranghad, Kerala and 
inaugurated the event by 
lightning the lamp. The 
Samgamam witnessed a 
participation of over 5000 
members of Kerala Catholic 
Youth Movement.

Speaking at event, he said, 
“The government under PM 
Narendra Modiji is com-
mitted to working with all 
communities for the future 
of India. Every Indian must 
have equal opportunities to 
prosperity irrespective of 

community, caste, place or 
religion.”

Referring to contribution 
by the Christian Commu-
nity, the Minister said the 
community has contributed 
tremendously towards the 
growth and development of 
Kerala. They are an impor-
tant stakeholder of India’s 
Amritkaal - the journey to-
wards a developed Nation 
by 2047. 

Earlier in the day, Shri 
Chandrasekhar met Man-
aging Director of Mathrub-
humi newspaper Shri M.V. 
Shreyams Kumar and Shri 
Raveendranath, Executive 
Editor. This was his first 
ever visit to the Mathrub-
humi office. The newspa-
per which was played an 
important role in unifying 
Indians against the British, 
is celebrating its centenary 
year this year. 

The Minister met senior 
directors and editors of the 
newspaper and shared with 
them Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modiji’s vision for 
transforming India.

Later in the evening, the 
Minister also visited Jan-
mabhumi’s office and in-
teracted with the senior 
editors and journalists. The 
minister will be heading to 
Bangalore later tonight.

coMMerce

GovernMent to launch the 
diGital india innovation fund: 
rajeev chandrasekhar

ajit kuMar saxena joins as chairMan-cuM-ManaGinG director of Moil
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SamaGRa ShiKSha
n Samagra Shiksha Scheme has been aligned with the recommenda-

tions of the National Education Policy: 2020
n A new centrally sponsored scheme Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising 

India (PM-SHRI) Yojana approved by Cabinet
n Development and Upgradation of 14,500 schools across India under 

PM-SHRI
n Fifth edition of Pariksha Pe Charcha, the unique and popular interac-

tive program of Prime Minister with students, teachers and parents 
organised on 1st April 2022 

n Nearly 2.5 Crore school students take part in regular EBSB activities 
during the year 2022.

n Vidyanjali program successfully impacts 10.85 lakh students across 
country through active volunteers’ participation

MoS Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar addressing at the Catholic Bishop House Campus, Thamarassery, Kerala

Ajit Kumar Saxena assumes charge 
as Chairman-Cum-Managing Di-
rector of MOIL Limited. Prior to 
this assignment, Shri Saxena held 
the position of Director (Opera-
tions) at RINL-Vishakhapatnam 
Steel Plant. He has 36 years’ expe-
rience in Steel Sector with wide ex-
perience in technical, operational 

and project management areas. 
He started his career as a Manage-
ment Trainee (Technical) in Steel 
Authority of India Ltd (SAIL) in 
1986 and thereafter, held various 
positions during his long tenure 
in SAIL such as Chief General 
Manager, Mills, IISCO, Burnpur 
and General Manager, Bhilai Steel 

Plant, etc.
Saxena holds B. Tech degree from 

Institute of Technology, Banaras 
Hindu University in Metallurgy 
and has also acquired an MBA. He 
is a recipient of “Young Metallurgy 
of the year Award’’ for the year 
2000 from Ministry of Steel, Govt. 
of India.
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China’s medical sys-
tem is straining as the 
number of seriously 

ill COVID patients is report-
edly surging in Beijing and 
other parts of the country, 
reported NHK World.

Coronavirus infections 
have been spreading rapidly 
in many regions since the 
Chinese government eased 
its strict pandemic restric-
tions on December 7. How-
ever, the Chinese Govern-
ment continue to downplay 
the Covid related deaths in 
the country even though the 
hospitals are getting over-
whelmed.

In order to conceal the ac-
tual figures of deaths related 
to Covid, the Government 
has now decided (December 
20) that only deaths caused 
by pneumonia and respira-
tory failure would now be 
counted as Covid deaths.

The number of such pa-
tients is also increasing in 
China’s inland provinces, 
where medical facilities and 
personnel are less equipped 
to deal with an outbreak, re-
ported NHK World.

At an emergency care de-
partment at a hospital in 
Anhui Province, the entire 
medical staff have reportedly 
tested positive for Covid-19.

With no backup available, 
they are apparently staying 
on duty while taking fever 
medication.

The department is report-
edly examining more than 
1,000 people a day, prioritiz-
ing those at higher risk, such 
as the elderly and patients 

with underlying health 
conditions, reported NHK 
World.

Meanwhile, with the Lu-
nar New Year approaching, 
there is a high probability 
that the number of Covid 
cases in China may witness 
a further steep rise.

Although there is a high 
vaccination rate, the low ef-
fectiveness of Sinopharm 
and Coronovac vaccines 
against Omicron variants 
means that 80 per cent of the 
population is susceptible to 
Covid.

The Government is, how-
ever, yet to take measures 
to support hospitals, re-im-
plement social distancing & 
mask mandates and impose 
restrictions on movements 
to reduce the /transmission 
of Covid.

Amidst the rapidly escalat-
ing covid situation across the 
country, the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP) has been 
rushing healthcare workers 
to Beijing to assist the hospi-
tals, which have come under 
intense pressure.

The health infrastructure 

in the country is stretched 
due to insufficient medical 
supplies and a shortage of 
critical drugs, reported NHK 
World.

Consequently, the authori-
ties have imposed restric-
tions on the distribution of 
critical medical equipment/
drugs. The scarcity of medi-
cal resources has also im-
pacted the CCP officials be-
low the Vice-Minister rank 
and the retirees, who have 
been finding it difficult to 
access the necessary medi-
cal facilities.

President Xi Jinping is 
deeply concerned over the 
rising number of Covid cases 
in the country following the 
recent relaxation of the zero-
Covid policy of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP).

Consequently, in his first 
public response to the dete-
riorating Covid situation in 
the country, Xi urged (De-
cember 26) for a targeted 
public health campaign for 
the prevention and control 
of Covid as the country has 
been facing new challenges 
on this front.

Xi also appealed for ad-
ditional efforts to guide the 
public on promoting health 
knowledge and skills, devel-
oping good personal hygiene 
habits and practising a civi-
lized & healthy lifestyle.

Chinese social media plat-
forms have been reflecting 
the worsening Covid sce-
nario in the country includ-
ing mounting dead bodies as 
morgues and funeral homes 
could not cope with the un-
precedented spurt in Covid 
deaths.

Meanwhile, the Govern-
ment’s handling of the Covid 
situation also came under in-

tense criticism from academia 
and intelligentsia. Many Chi-
nese experts from academia 
have also been accusing the 
Government of abdication 
of its responsibility and have 
been censuring it for failing 
to prevent the spread of the 
epidemic.

These experts have also 
questioned the rationale be-
hind the Government’s sud-
den change of stance, stipulat-
ing that only pneumonia and 
respiratory failures would 
be counted as Covid related 
deaths.

Despite the spike in Covid 
cases, the Chinese Govern-

ment is keen to project to the 
international community that 
the country’s Covid situation 
is under control.

In this regard, the NHC 
of China has downgraded 
(December 27) the Covid 
situation from Category ‘A’ 
to Category `B’ from Janu-
ary 8, 2023, which implies: 
the reopening of borders; 
no designation of high-risk 
areas; and no quarantine for 
foreign visitors.

However, contrary to this 
projection, the Covid situa-
tion is now severe in Chaoy-
ang (Beijing), Shijiazhuang, 
Guangzhou, Chongqing, 

Shanghai and Tianjin.
Incidentally, ICU beds are 

exhausted in most Beijing 
hospitals, with Jingxi Hotel 
(Haidan, Beijing) being con-
verted into ICU for the treat-
ment of senior party leaders/
cadres.

In addition, China has also 
approved the use of Covid 
anti-virals viz. Pfizer’s Pax-
lovid’ and locally manufac-
tured ̀ Azvudine’ to contain 
the situation.

Meanwhile, there is rising 
demand for ‘India-made 
generic medicines in China 
including Primovir, Paxista 
and Molnatris’, despite these 
medicines being on the re-
stricted list of China, as the 
supply of Paxlovid’ and ̀ Az-
vudin’ is limited.

Following the relaxations 
announced recently by the 
CCP in its “zero-Covid” poke) 
Provincial Government au-
thorities from Zhejiang, Ji-
angsu, Jiangsu, Guangdong, 
Sichuan and Shandong have 
been sending business dele-
gations to various countries 
for participating in the trade 
fairs with the objective of fos-
tering new business relations.

The move is also a part of 
the CCP’s strategy to bring 
the Chinese economy back 
on track by rebuilding the 
supply chains, -- and stem 
the declining trend in the 
country’s exports.

The initiatives are also 
aimed at diversifying the 
Chinese supply chains to 
the Middle East, Africa and 
Southeast Asian countries 
in the wake of decisions by 
the US and some Western 
countries to reduce their de-
pendency on China.

STRAINED HEALTHCARE

NumbER of SERIouSLy ILL CoVID pATIENTS SuRgES IN CHINA
TDG NETWORK
Beijing 

The Chinese Government continue to downplay Covid related 
deaths in the Country.

DEADLy VARIANT

Covid surge in China can 
create havoc across the globe

While the world is still re-
covering from the losses 
of livelihoods, damages to 
businesses and national 
economies, and healthcare 
disruptions, the new, deadly 
variant of coronavirus from 
China can create havoc 
across the globe if its spread 
is not checked in time, re-
ported The HK Post.

What is going on in China 
at present has stoked fears 
about the repetition of the 
horrific Covid-19 outbreak 
that killed millions of people 
across the globe. And like 
what Beijing did in 2019, this 
time too Chinese authori-
ties are hiding information 
about the coronavirus infec-
tions from their own people 
and the world outside. This 
demands Beijing must take 
its citizens and the interna-
tional community into confi-
dence and share the ground 

realities with them, reported 
The HK Post.

Millions of new cases are 
reported from China dai-
ly. Major cities including 
Shanghai and Beijing are 
reeling under rapidly in-
creasing infections. Hospi-
tals and funerals are crowd-
ed, and streets are empty. 
People are not getting beds 
in the hospitals. They are 
forced to stay and sleep on 
benches and floors of hos-
pitals. Even students are 
disallowed from attending 
school. Teachers and school 
staff are falling ill. It is said 
to be the biggest wave since 
the Wuhan outbreak three 
years ago. Chinese authori-
ties appear helpless and 
struggling to cope with the 
growing problem, reported 
The HK Post. ‘’The hospital 
is just overwhelmed from 
top to bottom. The biggest 
challenge, honestly, is I think 
we were just unprepared for 
this,” Beijing-based doctor 

Howard Bernstein said.
There are chances that 

half of Shanghai’s 25 million 
population can be infected 
by the end of 2022. China’s 
government however has 
stopped giving out informa-
tion about new cases and the 
current Covid patients. It 
did not furnish any reason, 
reported The HK Post. On 
other hand, the state-run 
newspaper Global Times 
blamed western media for 
showing negative views 
about the ongoing crisis in 
China. It claimed that Chi-
nese authorities were han-
dling the pandemic smooth-
ly. The leaked government 
documents however re-
vealed that the situation in 
China has turned grimmer.

World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) emergencies 
director Mike Ryan said “In 
China, what’s been reported 
is relatively low numbers of 
cases in ICUs, but anecdot-
ally ICUs are filling up.”

bILATERAL TIES

gLobAL CoNCERN

uNSAfE mANoEuVREJAIL TERm EXTENDED

uS pRESIDENT bIDEN LookINg foRwARD To woRk wITH 
NETANyAHu goVT, CALLS HIm ‘fRIEND foR DECADES’

G7 calls on Taliban to ‘urgently 
reverse’ women aid workers ban

CHINESE JET INTERCEpTS u.S. 
AIRCRAfT oVER SouTH CHINA SEA

Aung San Suu Kyi sentenced by 
Myanmar court for 7 more years 

US President Joe Biden 
called Benjamin Netan-
yahu a “friend for decades” 
and said he is looking for-
ward to working with the 
new Israeli government to 
tackle the challenges in the 
middle east, Al Jazeera re-
ported on Thursday.

Biden made the remarks 

in a Thursday statement 
and stated that the US 
will also address the chal-
lenges like the threats from 
Iran. “From the start of my 
administration, we have 
worked with partners to 
promote this more hopeful 
vision of a region at peace, 
including between Israelis 
and Palestinians,” the US 
president said.

“We aim to continue 

this important work with 
Israel’s new government 
under Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s leadership,” 
he added.

Moreover, Biden reiterated 
Washington’s rhetorical 
support for the two-state 
solution on Thursday, 
de sp it e  t h e  f ac t  t h at 
Netanyahu’s administration 
has previously stated that 
building more settlements 

in the occupied West Bank 
was its top goal, Al Jazeera 
reported.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi also congratu-
lated Benjamin Netanyahu 
on being sworn in as the 
Prime Minister of Israel 
on Thursday and said he 
looks forward to working 
to strengthen the strategic 
partnership between the 
two countries.

The Group of Seven (G7) na-
tions on Thursday expressed 
concern about the Taliban’s 
order barring female employ-
ees of non-governmental or-
ganizations (NGOs) from the 

workplace and asked the re-
gime to urgently reverse this 
decision.

“We call on the Taliban to 
urgently reverse this deci-
sion,” the UK Foreign Office 
quoted the G7 foreign minis-
ters as saying in a statement. 
“The Foreign Ministers of 

Australia, Canada, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan, Norway, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, the United 
Kingdom, and the United 
States and the High Represen-
tative of the European Union 
are gravely concerned that the 
Taliban’s reckless and danger-

ous order barring female em-
ployees of national and inter-
national non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) from 
the workplace puts at risk 
millions of Afghans who de-
pend on humanitarian assis-
tance for their survival,” the 
statement added.

A Chinese fighter jet per-
formed an unsafe manoeuvre 
after it came as close as 20 feet 
within a US military aircraft 
over the South China sea, The 
Hill reported on Thursday cit-
ing the US Indo-Pacific Com-
mand. A Chinese Navy J-11 
jet pilot was shot down on 
Thursday, according to a news 
release from the command co-
ordinating American military 
operations in the area. It stated, 
“flew an unsafe manoeuvre by 
flying in front of and within 20 
feet of the nose” of a U.S. Air 
Force RC-135 aircraft, which 
forced the US aircraft to “take 

evasive manoeuvres to avoid a 
collision.” The US aircraft was 
“lawfully conducting routine 
operations” over international 
airspace, the command said, 
reported The Hill. “The U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Joint Force is 
dedicated to a free and open 
Indo-Pacific region and will 
continue to fly, sail and oper-
ate at sea and in international 
airspace with due regard for 
the safety of all vessels and air-
craft under international law,” 
the command’s statement read.

“We expect all countries in 
the Indo-Pacific region to use 
international airspace safely 
and in accordance with inter-
national law,” the statement 
added.

US Defence Secretary Lloyd 
Austin raised concern about 
Beijing’s ‘dangerous’ behav-
iour in November when he met 
his Chinese counterpart, Wei 
Fenghe, on the sidelines of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations Defence Ministers 
Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus) 
in Cambodia on Tuesday. The 
talks between Austin and Wei 
covered defence relations, as 
well as issues of regional and 
global security. China and 
ASEAN agreed on a Decla-
ration of Conduct of Parties 
(DOC) in the South China 
Sea in 2002, but progress on 
a Code of Conduct (COC) has 
been slow going amid an in-
creasing risk of conflict.

A military court in Myan-
mar on Friday sentenced 
the country’s ousted leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi to a fur-
ther seven years in prison 
on charges of corruption, 
taking her total jail term to 
33 years.

The court ruling on Fri-
day found Suu Kyi guilty of 
corruption in relation to the 
purchase, repair and rental 
of a helicopter for use dur-
ing natural disasters and 
state affairs, including res-
cues and emergencies, CNN 
reported citing a source. She 
now faces a total of 33 years 

in jail, including three years 
of hard labour, the source 
said, meaning she could 
spend the rest of her life be-
hind bars.

Suu Kyi has previously 
been convicted of multiple 
offenses, including electoral 

fraud and receiving bribes, 
according to sources, CNN 
reported.

She has denied all of the 
charges levied against her, 
according to the source, and 
her lawyers have said they 
are politically motivated.

Myanmar’s former dem-
ocratically-elected leader 
has been under house ar-
rest since a military ousted 
her government in a coup in 
February 2021.

The court found Aung San 
Suu Kyi guilty of corruption 
pertaining to buying, repair 
and rental of a helicopter for 
use during natural disasters 
and state affairs, including 
rescues and emergencies, 

CNN cited source. Accord-
ing to a source, Aung San 
Suu Kyi now faces an overall 
jail term of 33 years in pris-
on, including three years of 
hard labour.

Aung San Suu Kyi is being 
held in solitary confinement 
at a prison in Naypyidaw 
and her trials have taken 
place behind closed doors, 
as per the news report. 
Previously, Aung San Suu 
Kyi has been convicted of 
multiple offences, including 
electoral fraud and receiving 
bribes. She has denied all the 
charges registered against 
her and her lawyers have 
claimed that all these cases 
are politically motivated. 

top of the day

3 CopS INJuRED 
IN TERRoR ATTACk 
IN kHybER 
pAkHTuNkHwA
KHYBeR PAKHTUnKH-
WA: At least three police-
men were injured in a 
terrorist attack at a police 
picket in Pakistan’s Dera 
ismail Khan of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, 
reported ARY news. 
The ARY news report said: 

“As per District Police 
Officer (DPO) Muham-
mad Shoaib, a group of 
terrorists attacked a police 
picket, located in the limits 
of Kulachi police station in 
Dera ismail Khan. The ter-
rorists were equipped with 
the latest weapons includ-
ing rocket launchers.” The 
terrorists were forced to 
flee following the police’s 
retaliatory firing. Several of 
the terrorist’s accomplices 
were killed and injured. 
According to the Divisional 
Police Officer (DPO), three 
policemen were injured in 
the gunfight. The injured 
were rushed to the hospi-
tal. Security in Dera ismail 
Khan was beefed up after 
the attack.

 ANDREw TATE 
ARRESTED 
IN HumAN 
TRAffICkINg CASE
BUCHAReST: Controver-
sial social media star, An-
drew Tate was arrested in 
Romania on Friday along 
with his brother Tristan 
Tate over an investiga-
tion in a human traffick-
ing case, Sports Bible, a 
UK-based sports-focused 
social media publisher 
reported. According to 
reports, the Directorate for 
investigating Organized 
Crime and Terrorism in 
Bucharest, or DiiCOT, was 
responsible for ending the 
raid. Citing the Romanian 
news outlet Libertatea, 
Sport Bible reported that 
his home was searched 
on Thursday in connection 
with the kidnapping of two 
girls. Tate, who is famous 
for his controversial be-
haviour over social media, 
is a former kickboxer with 
76 wins and nine losses in 
his kickboxing career, as 
per the UK-based Sports 
Bible.

muSLIm CLERIC 
CoNDEmNS RApE 
AND muRDER of 
HINDu womAN 
neW DeLHi: Mufti 
Shamoon Qasmi, a 
Muslim cleric on Thurs-
day condemned the rape 
and murder of a Hindu 
woman, Daya Bheel, in the 
Sindh province of Pakistan. 
Qasmi said that a sister 
has been disrespected 
and murdered in Pakistan 
and that strict action 
should be taken against 
the perpetrators. “i want 
to ask the Pakistan gov-
ernment if they have any 
humanity in them. What is 
this thing about majority 
and minority? A sister has 
been disrespected and 
murdered in Pakistan. 
Which islam are you talk-
ing about? islam fights 
for people’s respect, their 
rights,” Qasmi said. He 
said that Prophet Muham-
mad talked about equality 
and respect, which is why 
his name comes up in the 
list of the most influential 
people in the world. He 
worked for the welfare of 
people, especially women, 
he said. ”i want to appeal 
to the United nations (Un) 
to put pressure on the 
Pakistan government to 
bring the country under 
control,” Qasmi said.
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World Health Organization (WHO) Director-
general Tedros Adhanom ghebreyesus on 
Thursday said that the global body remains 
concerned over the evolving situation in 
China as the COViD-19 infections witness 
a new spike in the country after curbs 
were eased. Tedros said that the WHO will 
continue to offer its support for clinical 
care and protect the shattering healthcare 
system of China. “We remain concerned 
about the evolving situation and continue 
encouraging #China to track the #CO-
ViD19 virus and vaccinate the highest risk 
people. We continue to offer our support 
for clinical care and protecting its health 
system,” Tedros wrote on Twitter.
Regarding the travel restrictions and 
guidelines issued by several countries for 
travellers from China, Tedros said that due 
to the unavailability of an apt amount of in-
formation from China about the outbreak, 
it is understandable that countries around 
the world are acting in such ways.

“in the absence of comprehensive infor-
mation from #China, it is understandable 
that countries around the world are acting 
in ways that they believe may protect their 
populations. #COViD19,” Tedros tweeted.
earlier on Wednesday, Tedros called on 
China to share the data requested by the 
world health body to better understand the 
origin of the COViD-19 pandemic.
“gaps in our understanding of post CO-
ViD19 condition mean we don’t understand 
how best to treat people suffering with 
the long-term consequences of infection. 
gaps in our understanding of how this 
pandemic began compromise our ability to 
prevent future pandemics,” WHO chief said 
during a weekly press conference.
“We continue to call on China to share 
the data and conduct the studies we have 
requested, and which we continue to 
request. As i have said many times before, 
all hypotheses about the origins of this 
pandemic remain on the table,” he added.
Tedros also expressed concern about the 
evolving situation in China, with increasing 
reports of severe disease.

‘wE REmAIN CoNCERNED’: wHo CHIEf 
TEDRoS oN CoVID SITuATIoN IN CHINA
TDG NETWORK
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Pak Finance Minister Dar admits 
economic situation of in slump

Pakistan National As-
sembly Speaker Raja Per-
vez Ashraf has rejected 
the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf’s (PTI) demand 
for the acceptance of en 
masse resignations of the 
members of the National 
Assembly (MNAs), re-
iterating his stance that 
each member needs to 
come individually with a 
hand-written resignation 
for verification according 
to the rules of the Nation-
al Assembly, according to 
The News International.

In a meeting with a PTI 
delegation led by Paki-
stan’s former National 
Assembly speaker Asad 
Qaiser at the Parliament 
House on Thursday, 
Raja Pervez Ashraf said 
that the resignations of 
PTI MNAs could only 
be accepted under the 
procedure given in the 
Constitution and rules 
of business of the Na-
tional Assembly, as per 
The News International 
report. The meeting with 
the Pakistan National 
Assembly speaker was 
attended by National As-
sembly deputy speaker 
Qasim Khan Suri, PTI 
chief whip Malik Amir 
Dogar, Attaullah Khan, 
Amjad Khan Niazi, Niaz 
Ahmad Jakhar, Dr Shab-
bir Hussain Qureshi, 
Faheem Khan, Lal Chan 
Malahi and Tahir Iqbal.

Speaking to PTI’s del-
egation, Raja Pervez 
Ashraf said that the res-
ignations accepted by 
Qasim Suri were uncon-
stitutional and illegal. 
He stressed that there 
was always a place for 
dialogue and political 
reconciliation, as per the 
news report. He added 
that political consensus 
was the key to resolving 
the challenges faced by 
Pakistan at the present 
time.

“There is the question 
of the mandate of eight 
lakh people given to each 
member. How can the 
resignations of all the 
members be accepted 
at the request of one of 
them?” The News In-
ternational quoted Raja 
Pervez Ashraf as saying.

Speaking to reporters 
after the meeting, Ashraf 
said that he had recom-
mended that the PTI 
members of the National 
Assembly come back to 
the House and play their 
constitutional role. Re-
ferring to a case of Islam-
abad High Court PLD 
2014, Raja Pervez Ashraf 
said that the office of the 
NA speaker was not a 
post office and even men-
tioned Article 64 of the 
Constitution and Rule 43 
of the Rules of Business 
of the National Assembly.

Raja Pervez Ashraf 
said that some PTI mem-
bers whose resignations 
were received by the 
National Assembly Sec-
retariat had applied for 
leave from the House 
and some attended the 
House. According to him, 
a Member of the National 
Assembly from Karachi, 
whose resignation was 
accepted, approached Is-
lamabad High Court and 
gave an affidavit that he 
did not resign.

Speaking to reporters 
after the meeting, for-
mer Pakistan National 
Assembly Speaker Asad 
Qaisar demanded imme-
diate elections, according 
to The News Internation-
al. He urged Raja Pervez 
Chaudhry to approve en 
masse resignations sub-
mitted by the PTI MNAs. 

Notably, 123 PTI mem-
bers of the National 
Assembly collectively 
tendered resignation on 
April 11, two days after 
party Chairman Imran 
Khan was ousted as the 
Prime Minister through 
a no-confidence motion.

MASSE RESIGNATION

PAk ASSEMbly SPEAkER 
REjEcTS PTI’S dEMANd Of 
EN MASSE RESIGNATIONS
TDG NeTwork
ISLAMABAD

China has been conducting reclamation 
activities in unoccupied regions of the 
Spratly Islands like Eldad Reef, Whit-
sun Reef, Lankiam Cay and Sandy Cay, 
reported The Hongkong Post.

The Spratly Islands is an archipelago 
which lies off the coasts of the Philip-
pines, Malaysia, and southern Vietnam 
in the South China Sea. Satellite images 
from US officials show new land forma-
tions around the Spratly Islands. A Chi-
nese vessel with a hydraulic excavator 
has been seen operating near the islands.

China occupies seven islands and rocks 
in the Spratlys. The country has been 
militarizing them with runways, ports 
and radar systems. The islands which 
are believed to have rich gas and mineral 
deposits are claimed in whole by China 
and in parts by Brunei, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam.

The Philippines Department of For-
eign Affairs (DFA), expressed concern 
towards China’s activities in the Sprat-
lys Islands. It states that such activities 
by China contravene the Declaration of 
Conduct on the South China Sea’s un-
dertaking on self-restraint and the 2016 
Arbitral Award.

“The US too expressed support for the 
Philippines amid reports of Chinese ves-
sels swarming near Iroquois Reef and 
Sabina Shoal in the Spratly Islands and 
issued a statement that the reported es-
calating swarms of PRC vessels interfere 
with the livelihoods of Philippine fishing 
communities and also reflect continu-
ing disregard of other South China Sea 
(SCS) claimants and states lawfully op-

erating in the region,” according to The 
Hongkong Post report.

The report said: “The US Department 
of State, backed the Philippines’ calls for 
China to respect international law in the 
SCS, as reflected in the UN Convention 
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and the 
2016 ruling of a Hague-based arbitral 
tribunal that voided China’s sweeping 
claims over the disputed waters.”

The report is groundless, said Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Mao Ning. 
He accused the US of creating problems 
among the claimant countries, including 
the Philippines.

In 2022, a total of 193 Note Verbales 
(Non-Verbals) were filed by China 
against the Philippines. Beijing, howev-
er, continues to violate the Philippines’ 
sovereignty in the South China Sea 
which in turn affects the region’s peace 
and stability.

On Thursday, a Chinese fighter jet per-
formed an unsafe manoeuvre after it 
came as close as 20 feet within a US mili-
tary aircraft over the South China sea, 
The Hill reported citing the US Indo-
Pacific Command.

A Chinese Navy J-11 jet pilot was shot 
down on Thursday, according to a news 
release from the command coordinat-
ing American military operations in 
the area. It stated, it “flew an unsafe ma-
noeuvre by flying in front of and within 
20 feet of the nose” of a U.S. Air Force 
RC-135 aircraft, which forced the US 
aircraft to “take evasive manoeuvres to 
avoid a collision.”

The US aircraft was “lawfully conduct-
ing routine operations” over interna-
tional airspace, the command said, re-
ported The Hill. 

UNOccUPIEd REGIONS

China conducting reclamation activities 
in unoccupied Islands in South China sea
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‘STOP dEPORTING UyGHURS TO cHINA’: 
EAST TURkISTAN GOvT IN ExIlE 

‘AfGHANISTAN AMONG EIGHT 
cOUNTRIES wORST HIT by HUNGER’

TDG NeTwork 
ISTANBUL

TDG NeTwork
KABUL 

The East Turkistan 
Government in Ex-
ile has called on the 

Government in Turkey to 
stop the arrest and deporta-
tion of Uyghurs, and end co-
operation with China on the 
matter, according to a press 
release by the ETGE released 
on its official website, east-
turkistan.net.

The ETGE is a parliamen-
tary-based democratically 
elected official body estab-
lished and headquartered 
in Washington, D.C. by Uy-
ghurs, Kazakhs, and other 
peoples from East Turkistan. 
The body represents the peo-
ple of East Turkistan on the 
international stage. Accord-
ing to the ETGE press release: 
“Earlier today, Turkish state 
media TRT World reported 
that the AKP-led govern-
ment of Turkey asserted that 
it is “defending” the rights of 
Uyghurs, though it actively 
engages in intelligence and 
security cooperation with 
China to undermine East 
Turkistani/Uyghur activism 
within Turkey and the global 
East Turkistani diaspora.”

Turkish Foreign Minis-

ter Cavusoglu had during a 
joint Turkish-Chinese press 
conference in Beijing in 2017, 
stated that: “We see China’s 
security as our own, and we 
do not allow any negative 
activity against China, either 
in our country or in our re-
gion. Likewise, we prevent all 
kinds of activities, including 
publications against China. I 
am also happy to see that our 
cooperation in security mat-
ters is getting stronger. This 
cooperation will continue 
to increase in the upcoming 
period.”

In March 2021, Turkey’s 
ruling AKP government in 
the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly suppressed a mo-
tion that would have desig-

nated as genocide, China’s 
ongoing atrocities against the 
Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, 
and other Turkic peoples in 
East Turkistan.

The intelligence and secu-
rity collaboration between 
Turkey and China only in-
tensified.

On November 3, 2022, 
there was a meeting between 
China’s Deputy Minister for 
Public Security Du Hangwei, 
Turkey’s Interior Minister 
Suleyman Soylu and Tur-
key’s head of the Directorate 
of Migration Management’s 
Deportation Affairs Rama-
zan Secil.

Following the meeting, 
several Uyghurs in Istanbul 
were arrested and were later 

deported to detention camps. 
This led to widespread social 
media outrage from the glob-
al East Turkistani/Uyghur 
diaspora.

Turkey’s Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu denied the 
deportations and called the 
allegations a lie.

“We categorically reject 
Cavusoglu’s false statement, 
as Turkey has deported Uy-
ghurs to China on multiple 
occasions, often using third 
nations as intermediaries 
to conceal its damaging ac-
tions against Uyghurs and 
other East Turkistanis,” said 
East Turkistan Government 
in Exile President Ghulam 
Yaghma. “Most notable is 
the deportation of Zinnetgul 
Tursun and her children 
from Turkey to China via 
Tajikistan in 2019,” he said, 
according to the ETGE press 
release. “Hundreds of East 
Turkistanis and Uyghurs 
continue to be detained in 
deportation detention camps 
around Turkey, according 
to our understanding,” said 
Dr Mamtimin Ala from the 
East Turkistan Government 
in Exile. “We call on Turkiye 
to free the Uyghur detainees 
and cease deporting or extra-
diting East Turkistanis/ Uy-

ghurs to China or any other 
country,” he added, accord-
ing to the press release.

East Turkistan Govern-
ment in Exile Prime Minis-
ter Salih Hudayar, as quoted 
by the ETGE press release, 
said: “We again call on the 
Government of Turkiye to 
demonstrate its sincerity 
regarding its “defence” of 
Uyghur rights by formally 
recognizing China’s ongoing 
genocide against Uyghurs 
and other Turkic peoples in 
East Turkistan, recognizing 
East Turkistan as an Occu-
pied Country, and terminat-
ing all intelligence and secu-
rity cooperation with China 
that targets East Turkistan 
and its people.” As per me-
dia reports, on December 22, 
1949 the People’s Republic 
of China overthrew the in-
dependent East Turkistan 
Republic, leading to many 
East Turkistanis including 
senior military and govern-
ment officials to flee to the 
Soviet Union. The ETGE 
was formally established 
on September 14, 2004, as 
an official government in 
exile in Washington, DC, by 
prominent Uyghur, Kazakh 
and other East Turkistani 
independence leaders .

Afghanistan is among the 
eight countries worst hit by 
hunger. The number of peo-
ple facing severe hunger in 
Afghanistan increased from 
2.25 million people in 2019 to 
6.6 million in 2022, Khaama 
Press reported.

The Khaama Press article 
cited a Save the Children 
report which said that along 
with Afghanistan, Central 
African Republic, DRC, Haiti, 
Somalia, South Sudan, Su-
dan, and Yemen are the other 
most hunger-hit countries in 
the world. “In Afghanistan, 
we are finding that children 
are so hungry that they are 
unable to remember what 
they have learned at school. 
As a result of malnutrition, 
they are also more susceptible 
to life-threatening diseases 
such as cholera. We are also 
seeing a worrying increase 
in damaging coping mecha-
nisms such as child marriage 
and child labor. Responding 
to this rising need is impos-
sible without the full partici-
pation of women in the re-
sponse, and we’re extremely 
worried about these findings 
in the context of the current 
suspension of programs.” 
Save the Children’s acting 
country director in Afghani-

stan, Nora Hassanien said.
The hunger and starva-

tion problem becomes even 
worse as several other NGOs 
like Save the Children have 
stopped their life-saving 
work in Afghanistan re-
sulting the ban imposed on 
woman employees in private 
organisations by the Taliban’s 
current regime, According to 
the Khaama Press report. The 
delivery of live-saving surfac-
ing by female NGO workers 
was of utmost importance 
currently. As the living condi-
tions of people and especially 
children in Afghanistan is be-
coming worse because of pov-
erty, hunger, unemployment 
and lack of security, Khaama 
Press reported. Previously, 
the United Nations agencies, 
Save the Children and others 
in a joint statement have said 
that “some time-critical” pro-
grams in Afghanistan have 
been temporarily stopped 
due to a lack of female staff. 
Calling the decision a “major 
blow” for vulnerable com-
munities, the UN agencies 
in a joint statement urged 
the Taliban to reverse the 
decision banning women 
from working in NGOs and 
barring them from attending 
schools and universities.

In a statement released on 
the United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Hu-

manitarian Efforts website, 
the Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee Principals on 
Afghanistan said, “Banning 
women from humanitarian 
work has immediate life-
threatening consequences for 
all Afghans. Already, some 
time-critical programmes 
have had to stop temporar-
ily due to lack of female staff.”

The signatories in the state-
ment include signatories, 
including Food and Agricul-
ture Organization Director-
General Qu Dongyu, Emer-
gency Relief Coordinator, 
World Health Organization 
Secretary-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus and 
Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) Martin Griffiths 
and United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights Volker Turk.

The statement noted that 
the Taliban’s ban on females 
working in NGOs comes at 
a time when over 28 million 
people in Afghanistan need 
assistance to survive as the 
country grapples with the 
risk of famine conditions, 
economic decline, entrenched 
poverty and a brutal winter. 
It warned that the activities 
will likely be halted as hu-
manitarian assistance cannot 
be delivered without female 
aid workers.
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Despite acknowledging that 
there were problems with 
the economy, Pakistan’s Fi-
nance Minister Ishaq Dar 
assured investors that “there 
is no way Pakistan is going to 
default.”

“We’re in a tight position. 
We don’t have USD 24bn in 
foreign exchange reserves 
that our (last) government 
left in 2016. But that’s not 
my fault. It’s the system’s 
fault,” Darr told investors 
at a ceremony to mark the 
listing of Pakistan’s first 
developmental real estate 
investment trust scheme on 
the stock exchange, as per 
the Pakistan news agency. 
Dar also criticised “pseudo-
intellectuals” for bringing up 
the possibility of a sovereign 
default despite the fact that 
the nation paid up its USD 1 
billion Islamic bonds earlier 
this month.

He said “There’s no chance 
Pakistan is going to default” 
during his mainly retrograde 
speech delivered via video 
link.

Dar also criticised “pseudo-
intellectuals” for bringing up 
the possibility of a sovereign 
default despite the fact that 
the nation paid up its USD 
1 billion Islamic bonds ear-

lier this month, as per Dawn 
newspaper.

Citing international experi-
ence, Pakistan’s central bank 
in its annual report said that 
the countries that prioritise 
growth at the expense of the 
price and financial stabil-
ity are not able to “sustain 
growth and have repeated 
boom-bust cycles followed 
by the financial crisis.”

In the report on ‘State of 
the Economy for the fiscal 
year FY22’, the State Bank 
of Pakistan has estimated 
that growth in FY23 would 
be less than the low range 
set for the year, according 
to Dawn. It further said that 
the growth rate will remain 
lower than 3-4 per cent.

According to the SBP re-
port, supply-side factors, 

like changes in the price 
of energy and food, can be 
caused by both domestic and 
international developments 
and can often be difficult to 
predict. The report said that 
inflation depends on the out-
look for international com-
modity prices and exchange 
rate developments.

According to  Dawn, 
the SBP report said, “In 
Pakistan, the coverage and 
timeliness of information 
need improvement and 
there  are  of ten large 
revisions to ‘annual’ GDP 
growth estimates relative 
to provisional estimates. 
These,  together  with 
scarce availability of high-
frequency real sector data, 
complicate forecasting and 
real-time decision making.”

TDG NeTwork 
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Pakistan Finance Minister Ishaq Dar

China’s exports fell by 0.3 per 
cent in October 2022 from a 
year ago in dollar terms, 
missing analysts’ expecta-
tions for a decent increase, 
according to the Financial 
Post which also said there 
has also been a drop in the 
value of goods sold to the 
United States and the Euro-
pean Union.

“China’s exports to its larg-
est trading partner, the US, 

fell by 12.6 per cent in Octo-
ber, a third-straight month 
of decline. Exports to the EU 
were down by nine per cent,” 
the report by the US based 
media organisation said. The 
US and Europe were forced 
to squeeze the money supply 
in their respective economies 
amidst high inflationary 
pressure. The US Federal 
Reserve, while ignoring re-
cessionary trends, is resort-
ing to aggressive interest rate 
hikes. Pressure is being felt 
in China.

Barclays, a British multina-
tional universal bank, pre-
dicted that in 2023, amidst 
global recession, China’s 
exports will drop by two per 
cent to five per cent. The bank 
cut the 2023 GDP forecast for 
China from 4.5 per cent to 3.8 
per cent in September due to 
a decline in the property sec-
tor. “Property contributes to 
nearly one-third of China’s 
GDP,” according to The Fi-
nancial Post report.

The report also said: “Clear-
ly, the Chinese economy is in 

the doldrums and, that is 
admitted by none other than 
the outgoing Vice-Premier 
Liu He, who was instrumen-
tal in shaping Beijing’s eco-
nomic policies over the past 
decade. And, that takes us to 
the second and more impor-
tant development.” China 
faces a once-in-a-generation 
economic challenge and the 
Chinese Communist Party’s 
(CCP’s) decisions will sig-
nificantly shape the lives 
of the country’s 1.4 billion 
people. This indicates that 

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
foresees in his third term 
that China would be facing 
the most serious geopoliti-
cal and other challenges in 
the next five years, reported 
Geopolitica.info. Amid CO-
VID-19 outbreaks, China’s 
economy will unlikely move 
into the “highest gear in the 
near term,” The Japan Times 
reported. This comes even as 
China is the last among major 
countries which do not treat 
COVID-19 as endemic. As 
per the news report, China’s 

economy could come out of 
isolation in 2023. However, 
many businesses in China, 
particularly customer-fac-
ing ones, are afraid that they 
might not be able to survive 
till next year as China is still 
fighting some of the biggest 
outbreaks.

If China reconnects with 
the global market in 2023, 
the country’s economy will 
recover from its slowdown 
in decades and the prospects 
of a global recession in 2023 
could reduce.

dEclINE IN ExPORTS

China’s exports fell by 0.3% in October 2022 
compared to 2021: Report
TDG NeTwork
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File Picture of 
Prime Minister 

Narendra 
Modi meeting 

his mother 
Heeraben Modi, 

who passed 
away at the UN 
Mehta Institute 

of Cardiology and 
Research Centre 

in Ahmedabad. 
Heeraben Modi 

was 100 years 
old. 

PERMANENT LOSS 

#HEERABENMODI

PM’S MOTHER HEERABEN MODI 
PASSES AWAY AT 100, NETIZENS 
SHARE CONDOLENCES 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday in Gandhi-
nagar performed the last rites of his mother, Heeraben 
Modi.  The PM joined the funeral procession and carried 
the bier on his shoulder like any other son, walking 
barefoot with it as he carried the mortal remains to the 
crematorium for the last rites. Soon after, #Heeraben-
Modi took over top trends on Twitter as netizens shared 
their condolences.

M  Venkaiah Naidu tweeted, “My deepest condolences 
to Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on the sad de-
mise of his beloved mother, Smt. Heeraben Modi There 
is nothing as priceless & indescribable in God’s creation 
as the bond between mother and child. May her atma 
attain sadgati! Om shanti.”

Mamata Banerjee tweeted, “Condolences to PM Ji on 
the passing away of his mother, Heeraben Modi. I pray 
that her soul rests in peace. In this hour of grief, I hope 
that he and his family members find strength.”

Sachin Tendulkar tweeted, “It’s a loss like no other. My 
heartfelt condolences to the Hon. Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi ji on the sad demise of his mother, Smt. 
Heeraben Modi ji. My thoughts are with the family. May 
her soul rest in peace.”

“Function 
forward. 
Control what 
we can. Guess 
it’s time 
for newer 
and easier 
resolutions, ones that 
are kinder and gentler 
on ourselves.”

— SAMANTHA RUTH PRABHU

BRAIN-PICKING

Actor, on welcoming 2023 on a good and positive note.

SPORTS 

Ladakh’s fledgling 
love for football

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Ladakh, one of India’s newest union territories, sandwiched 
between the Karakoram Mountain range and the Hima-
layas, has always been known for its surreal landscapes, 
unique Buddhist monasteries, high mountain passes, and 
vibrant culture. And now, football too.

On 23 December 2022, the Ladakh football team created 
history at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi, play-
ing out a 2-2 draw against Uttarakhand in their first-ever 
match at the Santosh Trophy. 

Twenty-five-year-old Chinba Tharchin scored twice in the 
first nine minutes to send Ladakh into dreamland. Although 
their fellow mountainous visitors got back on level terms, 
the 22 men of Ladakh, who experienced the biggest day of 
their lives, made one thing clear to the rest of the nation - 
they were not here to make up the numbers.

“No one expected Ladakh to score two goals. It was a fan-
tastic result for us,” said coach Harpreet Bedi,. 

Bedi has has spent the last two years in Ladakh working in 
the youth setup and as the technical director of the Ladakh 
Football Association (LFA).

For Tharchin, scoring the win felt easier than finding 
words to describe his emotions from the big day. “Scoring 
Ladakh’s first goal was my dream come true,” said the man 
from Bodh Kharboo. 

Bodh Kharboo is  a small village in the Kargil district. 

0

A still from Avatar 2. 

DECOMPRESSION 

The words “holidays” 
a n d  “ vac at i o n s ” 
bring to mind days 

where we would be doing 
nothing, relaxing, chilling 
out, or indulging in hob-
bies and leisure activities. 
However, leisure has made 
a quiet exit from our lives 
today.

Overworked, oversched-
uled, and bombarded with 
stimulation from all of our 
digital devices, as well as 
pressure to do something 
(e.g., answer emails, texts, 
voicemails), we have be-
come conditioned to regard 
decompression and doing 
nothing as a waste of time. 
It’s time to revisit the past 
and dig out leisure, 
the art of doing 
things that 
bring en-
joyment, 
relax-
ation to 
you.

As the 
holiday 
season 
begins, let 
us look at how 
we can relax and 
indulge in leisure activities 
because Diwali, Dusherra 
holidays never really give 
us adults the opportunity 
to relax or do nothing as 
the puja preparations, etc. 
make it more task-oriented 
and work-like.

Christmas and New Year 
holidays are our leisure time 
or free time when we can be 

guilt free doing nothing or 
doing things that bring us 
joy, and relaxation. Even 
the vacation we choose 
should be leisure-oriented, 
rather than task-oriented, in 
which we carry a “to do” or 
“to visit” list and tick things 
off as they are completed.

What exactly is leisure? 
The term “leisure” can have 
many meanings. Some de-
fine it as time not spent at 
work. Stebbens defines it 
as “uncoerced, contextually 
framed activity engaged in 
during free time that people 
want to do and, using their 
abilities and resources, actu-
ally do in either a satisfying 
or a fulfilling way (or both).” 

For some, chores such 
as cooking, clean-

ing, or quiet 
time pay-

ing bills is 
a leisure 
activity. 
What is 
leisure to 
one per-

s o n  m a y 
be work or 

obligations to 
another. For some 

individuals, spending their 
“free time” participating in 
activities such as entertain-
ment, socialising, hobbies, 
or sports may not be plea-
surable. The definition of a 
leisure activity is unique and 
personal to each individual, 
depending on their likes and 
dislikes. Leisure isn’t ‘one 
size fits all’.

THE FORGOTTEN ART OF LEISURE 
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Avatar 2 sets cash registers ringing 
around the world 

MILESTONE 

‘Avatar: The Way of Water’ 
has now crossed $1 billion 
USD mark at the global box 
office, taking just 14 days to 
get there, according to a re-
port by US-based entertain-
ment portal Variety. With 
this, the James Cameron 
film has created a record for 
crossing this coveted mile-
stone faster than any other 
movie released in 2022.

As per Variety, only three 
films grossed more than 1 
billion USD this year. Other 
than the ‘Avatar’ sequel, the 
list includes ‘Top Gun: Mav-
erick’ and ‘Jurassic World 
Dominion’, which reached 
the milestone in 31 days and 
more than four months, re-
spectively. ‘The Way of Wa-

ter’ is the fastest to gross this 
amount since 2021’s ‘Spider-
Man: No Way Home’.

Earlier, the film became 
the fifth-highest grosser 
of the year with USD 855 
million (equivalent to INR 

7,000 crores) in worldwide 
ticket sales after 10 days in 
theatres.

According to Variety, the 
highest-grossing country 
outside of North America 
for ‘Avatar 2’ has been Chi-

na, with USD 100.5 million, 
followed by Korea (USD 53 
million), France (USD 52.3 
million), India (USD 37 mil-
lion), and Germany (USD 
35.7 million).

However, as per Variety, 
there are a number of rea-
sons why the sequel will 
find it difficult to match the 
success of the first movie, 
which brought in USD 2.97 
billion globally, making it 
the highest-grossing picture 
in history.

For starters, the global box 
office hasn’t entirely recov-
ered from the pandemic, 
and significant markets like 
China are seeing the infec-
tion reemerge. The sequel 
won’t be seen in Russia, 
where the first movie made 
USD 116 million.

OUTFITS 

DECODING STREET STYLE LOOK 
IN ‘JHOOME JO PATHAAN’ 

After enthralling the audience with their hot looks in ‘Be-
sharam Rang’, Shah Rukh Khan and Deepika Padukone 
unleashed their funky style in ‘Jhoome Jo Pathaan.” 
The music video of  ‘Jhoome Jo Pathaan› features SRK and 
Deepika in ultra-fabulous outfits. The clip begins with 
Deepika in camo cargo pants, plaid micro-bustier and 
sleek pushed back bun. SRK›s outfits, on the other hand, 
have a rastafarian vibe with cut-outs throughout.
It's Shaleena Nathani who styled both actors in ‹Jhoome 
Jo Pathaan›.

"For this song, we wanted to keep it very different from 
the first song. The whole vibe of the song was more in the 
streets, more grungy, more elevated casual stuff. It›s a very 
put-together look—nothing is matched. It›s a lot of mix 
and-match stuff that I really like,"Nathani shared.

She added, "I think it was really nice because we got to 
see the dance moves and the whole vibe and feel the mood 
of the song, and we got a bit of reference as to how it would 
be in the streets and the alleys. We just had to bring a lot 
of grunginess and things that would help the movement 
of the dance and everything that was a little more easy 
and cool."

"For Deepika, we kept just a white tank, ripped jeans, and 
a really cool pair of boots, and for Shah Rukh, we wanted 
a bit of drama while at the same time being overly cool in 
terms of the t-shirts. It›s got a very element of street grungy 
style, which I think everyone is wearing nowadays."

Deepika and Shah Rukh in Jhoome Jo Pathan song. 

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

FIVE TIPS TO MAKE NEW YEAR’S 
EVE A MEMORABLE ONE
The New Year’s Eve calls for an unforgettable cel-
ebration, and whether you celebrate it as a couple, 
a small family, or with friends, you need to ensure 
that the New Year’s Eve party is an unforgettable 
event. Whether intimate or extravagant, New Year’s 
Eve parties are always full of surprises and exciting 
energy. Whatever your New Year’s Eve party theme 
might be, you can never go wrong with cute decora-
tions, a sparkly outfit, delectable appetizers, and 
plenty of booze. Here are five ways to make sure that 
your New Year’s party preparations are memorable.

BOARD GAMES
Why go out on New Year’s Eve to celebrate with 
your friends or partner when you can do the 
same in the comfort of your own home instead? 
Play a few board games at home to relive our 

youth. Bring out all the games, including Twisters, Ludo, 
and Monopoly. No game will be too long or too silly for 
a new year’s party.

SET A THEME
It’s easier to plan a party around a theme 
because doing so makes shopping, creat-
ing menus, and decorating much more ef-
fortless. Your party’s style should match the 

special sentiment of the event from start to finish with 
a theme that spreads good cheer.

RESOLUTION JAR
Encourage everyone to write down their reso-
lutions for the New Year. Make a jar of blank 
cards or pieces of paper available so that ev-
eryone can keep one in their purse or pocket.

DANCE-OFF
A dance party is a simple yet popular thing 
to do for any special occasion. You can get a 
playlist with your favourite music and have a 
dancing night. Also, you can organise face-

offs, dance numbers, and group dances to keep the fun 
alive all night.

COUNTDOWN WITH SPARKLES
Set sparklers aside in tall glasses ahead of 
time. When the countdown strikes, guests 
can quickly grab one and light it at midnight. 
Make sure you have a glass of water close by 

just in case, and hold the extinguished sparklers after.

Board Games 

CHAVI SHARMA BHARGAVA
SATURDAY READ

The 
definition of 

a leisure activity is 
unique and personal 

to each individual, 
depending on their likes 

and dislikes. Leisure 
isn’t ‘one size fits 

all’.

As the holiday season begins, let us look at how we 
can relax and indulge in leisure activities.

NO MATTER WHAT CONSTITUTES 'LEISURE', 
FOR EACH PERSON, AN ACTIVITY TO BE  
EXPERIENCED AS LEISURE SHOULD HAVE

n   Freedom of choice
n   Intrinsic motivation
n   Involvement
n   Should be positive in its effect on people
n   Be pleasurable
n   Contribute to an individual’s social, cultural, and 

spiritual connections
n   Encourage learning more about oneself
n   Assist in stabilizing and controlling one’s life
n   Motivate one to feel free and strong
n   Leave one feeling relaxed, and rested 
n   Lead to increased life satisfaction
n   Enhance healing, personal and social change, and 

well-being
n   Lead to a meaningful life engagement

LEISURE SHOULD LEAD TO RESTORATION IN 
SEVEN KEY AREAS OF OUR LIVES

n   The first is physical which can be a passive or an 
active interest.

n     The second type is mental leisure.
n   The third type we need is sensory relaxation. 
n   The fourth type of leisure activity we need is creative.
n   The fifth is emotional which means having the time 

and space to freely express our feelings and cut back 
on people pleasing.

n   The sixth is social where we engage in meaningful and 
relaxed ways with others.

n   The seventh type of leisure activity should be spiritual, 
which is the ability to connect beyond the physical and 
mental and feel a deep sense of belonging, love, accep-
tance, and purpose. 

Dr Chavi Bhargava Sharma is the founder and CEO of Indic Center 
for Psychological Wellness and Holistic Health and Conversation-
ists-Talking Cures. 
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We Women Want: Plus 
size influencer oPens 
uP about body shaming

ismail, Kerr, sciver, 
healy in the race for 
icc Women’s cricKeter 
of the year

Iranian Chess player competes 
at tournament without hijab

college girls set uP agro-Waste 
startuP in ujjain

It was the resounding of 
brave words that will re-
main forever entrenched 

in our memories, as women 
took to the streets, cut-
ting their hair, removing 
their hijabs, and screaming 
“women, life, freedom.” We 
all felt deeply connected to 
the death of a girl we never 
met, called Mahsa Amini. 
We were outraged by the 
atrocity. 

Indian women will recoil 
forever at the memory of 
the early release of Bilkis 
Bano’s rapists and the video 
that did the social media 
rounds of the accused men 
being garlanded and fed 
sweets. We felt wronged 
as it pricked our collective 
consciousness. Why are 
they free after murder and 
sodomy? 

In all the chaos, we also 
celebrated the recognition 
of transgenders in India and 
the reservation in govern-
ment jobs. Anuprabha Das 
Mazumder won a major bat-
tle as she finally got “Trans-
gender”, or TG, stamped on 
her Aadhaar card, becom-
ing the first person in West 
Bengal, and probably the 
country, to get the gender 
of her choice printed on an 
important identity docu-
ment in India. This paved 

the path towards inclusion 
of all genders in society.

The SC was also quick to 
recognise girls in live-in 
relationships who can now 
lodge complaints of domes-
tic violence and rape, fur-
ther empowering women 
to gain a stronger foothold 
in relationships.

As the USA denied wom-
en their rights to abortion, 
India recognised sex work-
ers and legalised their pro-
fession, keeping in mind the 
above 20 million sex work-
ers in India who can finally 
be free of harassment 
and choose to live a 
life of dignity. 

India was shaken 
up by Shraddha 
Walkar’s murder 
case, in which her 
body was chopped 
into 36 pieces by 
her lover. With this 
incident, many women 
opened up to one another 
for the first time, acknowl-
edging how women are vic-
timised if they fail relation-
ships or marriages. Women 
nodded in agreement as 
they were shaken up by the 
inability of a jilted woman 
to return home if she made 
an unwise decision in her 
life or went against society’s 
norms.

We  s a w 
the image of an weeping el-
derly woman at the rubble 
of her home in Ukraine, 
as the Russians invaded 
Ukraine. Her copious tears 
soaked our souls. This was 
the largest armed conflict 
in Europe since World War 
II that has caused the dis-

placement of 15.7 million 
Ukrainians. This led to in-
ternational condemnation 

and sanctions, nuclear 
threats, the withdrawal 
of companies from 
Russia, and the exclu-
sion of Russia from 
all the major sporting 
events.
To our utter horror, 

Russia distributed free 
viagra to its soldiers to rape 

and impregnate Ukrainian 
women. Again, political 
agendas were to be avenged 
by dishonouring women.

Many of us mourned the 
death of Queen Elizabeth II 
as Charles III has been of-
ficially declared the King of 
the United Kingdom and of 
the Commonwealth realms. 
His consort, Camilla Parker, 
was accepted as the Queen. 

In July, Droupadi Murmu 
gave her speech, as she be-
came the first tribal woman 
to become the President of 
India.

In 2022, we also mourned 
the death of India’s night-
ingale, Lata Mangeshkar. 
She left a gaping hole in the 
world of music.

Today, Iran still continues 
to usher in the New Year 
with more protesters being 
hanged and killed for ask-
ing for basic, fundamental 
rights for women. 

Finally, after two grueling 
years, masks are no lon-
ger mandatory, as we have 
left behind the pandemic 
deaths and the ostracism of 
a sneeze in public places.
Mohua Chinappa is an author 
and a podcaster of a show called 
The Mohua Show.

fareWell to 2022

in-house series 

a year of angst and maybe 
the end of the Pandemic

Mohua Chinappa

This week, We Women 
Want takes up the issue of 
body shaming with Insta-
gram influencer Anindita 
Roy, who goes by the name 
“The Plus Girl.” As she 
points out, being fat does 
not mean you are unhealthy. 
Being healthy or not also de-
pends on your lifestyle and 
level of physical fitness.

PREJUDICE
Slim people can be un-
healthy too, so why single 
out the plus sizes for body 
shaming?” she asks. She 
points out how difficult it 
is to get plus sizes off the 

shelves, and most stores 
have moved the larger sizes 
to the online section. De-
signers may claim to make 
large sizes, but they only go 
up to size 40. What about 
size 60 and up? she in-
quires.

MATRIMONY
She also points out that mat-
rimonial advertisements are 
the worst offenders, with 
their emphasis on fair and 
slim brides, and adds that 
men do not escape the body 
shaming.

JUDGEMENT
In fact, in school, it is the 
plus-sized boys who are 
shamed more than the plus-

sized girls. And who gives 
society the right to judge or 
decide what is normal and 
what is overweight.

It was a very candid con-
versation, with the Plus Girl 
raising some very relevant 
issues that have become the 
trademark of We Women 
Want, moderated by Priya 
Sahgal, Senior Executive 
Editor.

Catch fresh episodes of 
‘We Women Want’ every 
Saturday at 7:30 PM on 
NewsX. The program will 
also streamed live on major 
OTT platforms- Dailyhunt, 
Zee5, MX Player, Shema-
rooMe, Watcho, Mzaalo, Jio 
TV, Tata Play and PayTm 
livestreams.

WOMEN ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN INDIA

Indian women 
will recoil forever at the 

memory of the early release 
of Bilkis Bano’s rapists and the 
video that did the social media 

rounds of the accused men 
being garlanded and fed 

sweets.
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enterprises in india
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entrepreneurs

oWn scalable 
enterprises

Were in the age 
range of 20-30 When 

they started out.

only

provide 
employment 

to large 
number of 

people

 employ five 
people or 

less

expected job 
creation by 2030
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priya Sahgal in conversation with anindita Roy

Women in hijab protesting against oppression. 
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South Africa’s Shabnim 
Ismail, New Zealand all-
rounder Amelia Kerr, Eng-
land’s Nat Sciver and Austra-
lia’s stand-in skipper Alyssa 
Healy have been nominated 
for the ICC Women’s Crick-
eter of the Year award, the 
International Cricket Coun-
cil announced on Thursday. 
Ismail gets better with age, 
and the South African vet-
eran may have had the best 
year of her already illustri-
ous career in 2022. 
Ismail’s 2022 campaign be-
gan with two consecutive 
four-wicket hauls against 
the West Indies at home, and 
she became one of the most 
consistent performers dur-
ing the ICC Women’s Cricket 
World Cup in New Zealand. 
The 34-year-old took 14 
scalps for the tournament at 
an average of 17.50, with her 
superb spell of 3/27 against 
the tournament hosts in 
Hamilton crucial to propel-
ling the Proteas to the event’s 
semi-finals. 
Amelia Kerr, a New Zealand 
star, found new consistency 
in her game in 2022, and her 
results with both bat and 
ball show she now firmly 
belongs among the game’s 

elite. Kerr started the year 
on a high note, scoring three 
half-centuries and a century 
in a five-match series against 
India in Queenstown prior to 
the start of the ICC Women’s 
Cricket World Cup. While 
New Zealand were a little 
disappointed in their home 
World Cup, Kerr was a mod-
el of consistency, scoring 204 
runs and taking nine wickets 
to continue her stunning run 
of form. 
Sciver had 2022 to remem-
ber as she smashed five half-
centuries and two centuries 
to put further accolades on 
an already impressive re-
sume. The majority of those 
big scores came during the 
ICC Women’s Cricket World 
Cup, with Sciver helping 
herself to a team-best 436 
runs from the tournament 
at an average north of 70. 
If her exploits during the 
World Cup weren’t enough, 
Sciver returned from a short 
break in December to help 
England record a 3-0 series 
sweep over the West Indies 
in the Caribbean.

Iranian Chess player Sara 
Khadem, also known as 
Sarasadat Khademalsharieh, 
recently took part in a tour-
nament without wearing 
a hijab, CNN reported on 
Wednesday citing Iranian 
news agency Jamaran.
 Since the start of anti-gov-
ernment protests in Sep-
tember, Khadem is the most 
recent athlete to compete 
without a hijab. 
The protests in Iran were 
triggered by the death of 
22-year-old Mahsa Amini 
after she was detained by 
the police force. According 
to reports in the local media, 
Khadem was photographed 
competing in the FIDE 
World Rapid and Blitz Chess 
Championships in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan, without wear-

ing the headscarf, which is 
required by Iranian law. 
According to the Interna-
tional Chess Federation, the 
chess player was born in 
1997 and is currently ranked 
number 10 in Iran among 
active players worldwide 
(804th overall), as per CNN. 
Iranian climber Elnaz Reka-
bi competed in South Korea 
earlier in October without 
wearing the required hijab, 
later explaining that it had 
fallen off inadvertently. It’s 
not clear, though, whether 
Rekabi was coerced into say-

ing what she did. 
According to CNN, Iran’s 
deputy sports minister 
Maryam Kazemipour, in a 
statement said earlier that 
athletes who violated Islamic 
principles afterwards “re-
gretted” their behaviour and 
“are searching for a chance 
to make up for their error.” 
According to Amnesty In-
ternational, as of November, 
Iranian authorities are seek-
ing the death penalty for at 
least 21 people in connection 
with the protests. Last year, 
in Iran, at least 333 people 
were executed, according 
to the Iran Human Rights. 
The report further revealed 
that 55 executions, which 
contribute 16.5 per cent, 
were announced by official 
sources. As many as 83.5% 
of all executions were not an-
nounced by the authorities, 
183 were for murder.

A group of girls have set up an agro-waste 
startup unit at a private college in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Ujjain district where the agri-
cultural wastes are utilised to prepare new 
products. 
A total of 11 girls worked hard to establish 
the startup unit, namimg it ‘The Woman 
Agro Waste’ unit. Vice Chancellor of Vikram 
University, Prof Akhilesh Kumar Pandey 
inaugurated the startup on Friday. He was 
invited as the chief guest. 
Pandey told ANI, “I congratulate the stu-
dents for the setting up the unit. They 
have prepared a wonderful project for 
the further utilisation of agro wastes, es-
pecially the waste generated from Soya-
bean. They have prepared a commendable 

unit for the further use of soybean straw 
in industries. It will save our environ-
ment and increase the farmers’ income.”  
One of the girls who set up the unit, Khushi 
Sharma. told ANI, “It is a matter of great 
pleasure that today our startup has been in-
augurated. We use soybean straw and flow-
ers, which are, otherwise, waste, to make 
incense sticks. In the coming days, we will 
manufacture new products by using the 
agricultural waste of the farmers.” Another 
student, 
Saloni Porwal told ANI, “The name of our 
startup unit is ‘The woman agro waste’ and 
11 girls are involved in it. We will work hard 
and try to move ahead. We will control the 
pollution and continue our chain.” 
Another startup member Nishita Saxena 
told ANI, “I am very happy today. We use 
the straw which farmers used to burn.”

Women providing 
employment to people

of the Women 
had a  

co-founder
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As the year ends, I reflect on 
the value of my efforts to stay 
true to myself and offer my 
best to the world. I honour 
the good fortune to be able to 
serve and assist others. And I 
appreciate myself and the love 
that keeps me reaching for 
my highest and best. As a new 
year dawns, I acknowledge 
the newness this past year 
has given me and I greet the 
newness to come. Happy New 
Year!

A thought 
for todAy

How does it feel when something is 
weighing on our mind - be it regret 
over what we have done, or not done, 
a missed opportunity, or an unpleas-
ant experience?

Memories of painful experiences 
haunt our present, making us feel 
heavy, low and, sometimes, unwor-
thy. Such memories and the unhap-
py feelings they bring are one of the 
ways in which our past impinges on 
our present. They are the fruit of the 
seeds we planted with our past ac-
tions. The consequences of what we 
have done in the past, whether in the 
present life or earlier, are unavoid-
able. When faced with them, we need 
to learn our lessons and move on.

However, if we are burdened by the 
past and it stops us from doing what 
we need to do in the present, we are 
setting ourselves up for more sorrow 

and disappointment. Guilt, regret, 
fear and grief cannot undo what has 
happened. We can try to mitigate the 
consequences of our actions, but the 
actions cannot be erased – they have 
become an indelible part of our kar-
mic record and will bear fruit sooner 
or later.

If the past cannot be changed and 
there is no escape from its repercus-
sions, how can we make amends 
for our mistakes? Is there no way 
to make up for our errors, or are we 
condemned to suffer for every trans-
gression, even the ones committed in 
ignorance?

The effect of past wrongs can be 
neutralised by doing good deeds. 
Just as misdeeds eventually cause 
suffering to the doer, charitable and 
noble actions bring joy, contentment, 
and an elevated sense of self-worth. 
If we busy ourselves with doing good 
deeds, we will experience their posi-
tive results. As with a pair of scales, in 
which the heavier side moves down 
and the lighter one automatically ris-
es, the burden of our past errors be-
comes proportionately smaller when 
our stock of good deeds increases. As 
we keep doing good, the past gradu-
ally becomes insignificant and no 
longer weighs on us.

This process not only makes us 
feel good, it also brings about deeper 
change. Good actions performed re-

peatedly create the tendency, or ‘san-
skar’, of doing good, and this impels 
us to do more good. Any past traits of 
wrongdoing become dormant and no 

longer influence us. This is the pro-
cess by which self-transformation 
occurs.

This fact is recognised in legal sys-

tems where the punishment of con-
victs is commuted following good 
behaviour.

The key is to focus on the present 
and make the best use of it, instead 
of constantly looking back at the past 
and feeling regret over something 
that cannot be changed. The better 
our present, the lighter the burden of 
the past becomes. Soon, a time comes 
when no trace of the past remains, 
and the person experiences a new life. 
This has been the life story of many a 
saint. Today, those saints are remem-
bered for their saintliness, not what 
they were before. They realised the 
error of their ways, decided to change 
and went about it with sincerity and 
determination, sometimes in the face 
of great challenges and temptations. 
In the end, those souls overcame their 
inner demons to become revered fig-
ures.

No matter what our life has been 
like until now, we can put it on an-
other track and make it elevated by 
starting to think and act differently. 
Once we take control of the present, 
we are no longer hostage to the past, 
which may rear its head now and 
then, but will eventually vanish when 
we steadily look ahead and chart a 
new course for our life.
B.K. Geeta is a Rajyoga teacher at the 
Brahma Kumaris headquarters in Abu 
Road, Rajasthan.

OvercOming the past
mOving On

B.K. geetA

Wh at  i s  f a it h? 
Where does it 
come from? Have 

you been faithful? - tends to 
mean have you kept your 
promise to be intimate with, 
and committed to, only the 
person to whom you made 
that promise. It is a form of 
faith that leans towards the 
idea of a commitment to 
keeping a promise.

Religious people are en-
couraged to ‘have faith’. 
Which means, “Believe what 
you hear in scriptures, and 
all will be well in your life 
and after death”. It is what 
someone often hears when 
they might express doubts 
around some of the ideas/
insights contained in their 
particular scripture. Doubt 

always accompanies faith 
where faith is positioned as 
an antidote. Often the doubt 
is neither clarified nor fully 
explored, so faith is forced in 
order to supress it.

Different religions have 
faith in different ideas/in-
sights/stories. This tends to 
be a faith based on religious 
belief, as the origins of all 
stories tend to be in the past. 
Some people get a sense of 
security from such beliefs 
in a chaotic world of uncer-
tainty.

Then there is, “I have abso-
lute faith in that person”. A 
kind of confidence that they 
will rise to the challenge and 
find the best solution. And 
finally, there is faith as trust. 
“I trust them, I have faith in 
them”. Confidence and trust 
come together under this use 
of faith.

While none of the above 
applications of ‘faith’ are 
wrong, the deepest mean-
ing of faith seems to lie in a 
‘kind of knowingness’. A 
knowingness within con-
sciousness that has an un-
known cause. Imagine a 
guru shares some ideas that 
you put into action as an ex-
periment. They work. The 

recommended methods and 
insights have the effect of 
making a change that is felt 
by the self as a transforma-
tion. For the sake of argu-

ment, imagine that you lose 
contact with the guru for one 
reason or another for many 
years. One day you meet 
again and based on past ex-

perience, you will automati-
cally have faith in what in the 
guru says.

The same could be said of 
a parent.  We have a natural 

faith in them because they 
have already invested their 
love in us when we were 
children. Our faith is a kind 
of knowingness from mostly 

unknown causes, as we can-
not consciously remember 
what they did or said.  But 
we do remember some of 
the nurturing love they gave 
us as we grew. The faith in 
them is a mixture of both un-
remembered (unknown) and 
the remembered (known).

There are two kinds of 
people when it comes to re-
ligious faith. First there is 
the individual who has been 
told to ‘have faith’. So, they 
do, as it brings approval, a 
feeling of belonging, and 
keeps any sense of insecu-
rity at bay.

Then there is the person 
who just has faith the mo-
ment they encounter the 
ideas and insights of a par-
ticular religion, philosophy 
or knowledge system. It is as 
if they recognise the ideas/
insights. It is as if they have 
encountered them before. It 
is as if they know but can-
not remember the causa-
tion of that knowing. Their 
faith is almost instant and 
natural. A natural faith slips 
into the ideas and insights of 
the knowledge system with 
ease. They are at one almost 
instantly with those ideas/
insights. Their acceptance 

and understanding is imme-
diate as they flow naturally 
from one idea/insight to the 
next. But to the onlooker 
this natural faith can appear 
to be a kind of ‘blind belief’.

Belief tends to be a frag-
mented understanding. 
Belief can be a sign of being 
stuck on particular inter-
pretation of ideas. Which is 
why a faith based on belief 
is frequently being smashed 
on the rocks of doubt. Beliefs 
can make us blind if we be-
come attached to them.  Yet 
the gradual refinement of 
belief may be necessary to 
the unblinding of conscious-
ness as it awakens to what is 
true.  

The individual with a 
natural faith seems to have 
an intuitive knowingness 
that arises from the deep 
unconscious where the 
deepest memories of previ-
ous encounters with ‘what 
is true’ are stored. Having 
once embodied that truth, 
it becomes an unavoidable, 
unconscious memory.
Mike George is an author of 16 
books focussed mostly around 
self-awareness and spiritual in-
telligence.  His new website is at 
www.relax7.com

Do you have faith?
belief

MiKe george

Work is only work only if 
we prefer to be somewhere 
else. Work tends to be a 
negative perception of a 
task which we reluctantly 
approach. Work is only la-
bour when we forget to see 
our life as it truly is – an op-
portunity to be creative, en-
rich others, and be enriched 
ourselves.

Why do we sometimes re-
luctantly approach work? 

Work becomes ‘work’ 
when at the workplace we 
think, speak, or hear about 
the habits and behaviors of 
others and situations which 
are thought to be not right. 
Unconsciously we consume 
this negativity into our en-
ergy field. Gossip is the 
simplest way to deplete our 
energy and to pollute the 
work environment. When 
we look at the defects of 
others, those defects are 
absorbed by us. We can 
protect our energy field 
from the behaviors and en-
ergies of people around us, 
simply by focusing only on 
the goodness in people and 
speaking only of the posi-
tive characteristics in them. 
If we hope to transform 
others by the habit of think-
ing and speaking negatively 
about them, it just does not 
work, and causes a tense 
and stressful atmosphere. 

To think about the transfor-
mation of others is a waste 
of time. Each of us has to 
think about how we can 
find the determination for 
our own transformation. 
Whatever we do, we do for 
or to ourselves. Focusing 
on people’s good qualities 
makes us feel, be, and do 
good.  

The wiser we become, the 
more gently we deal with 
other people’s mistakes. 
It is because a gentle heart 
never makes others feel 
guilty about their mistakes. 
When people are rude to 
us, we realize they reveal 
who they are - not who we 
are. When we work well 
with others, and appreciate 
each one’s contribution to a 
task, we do it from know-
ing our own value, and are 
not dependent on others’ 
approval to feel good about 
ourselves.

In meditation we can use 
powerful thoughts to focus 
only on the goodness in 

ourselves and others. In this 
way we increase our self-
control and willpower. We 

need to care for everyone’s 
feelings and privacy, and 
avoid small talk and gos-

sip where there is an atmo-
sphere of criticism of oth-
ers. Instead, we can speak 

only kind and good words 
about others. Our positive 
thoughts and words about 
others raise our energy 
and the energy of everyone 
around us. When we are 
able to see work in this way, 
we are filled with enthusi-
asm. When we are enthusi-
astic, we work well and we 
are valued. When we put 
love and enthusiasm into 
what we do, it rebounds in 
the form of opportunities 
and blessings, two of the 
most important ingredients 
of a truly wealthy life. Our 
workplace then becomes 
somewhere we enjoy and 
look forward to. We see it as 
it truly is, an opportunity to 
be creative, enrich others, 
and be enriched ourselves. 

Chirya Yvonne Risely is a Ra-
jyoga meditation teacher, based 
at the Brahma Kumaris Peace 
Village Retreat Center, USA.

Look for the best in others
pOsitive OutlOOk

ChiryA yvonne risely

The deepest meaning of faith seems to lie in a ‘kind of knowingness’ within consciousness that has an unknown cause.

Our positive thoughts and words about others raise our energy and the energy of everyone around us.

The better our present, the lighter the burden of the past becomes.
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IN MOURNING

Heartbroken Brazil in grief for 
‘King of Football’

Brazil will observe three 
days of national mourn-
ing beginning on Friday. 
The passing of “The King,” 
who went beyond football, 
sparked a global outpouring 
of tributes from the sports 
world as well as from influ-
ential political and cultural 
figures. After a protracted 
fight with cancer, Pele 
passed away on Thursday at 
the Albert Einstein hospital 
in Sao Paulo. “We love you 
indefinitely. Rest in peace, 
“Kely Nascimento posted on 
Instagram.

Neymar, a star for Brazil, 
claimed that Pele “trans-

formed football into an 
art.” Both Kylian Mbappe of 
France and Cristiano Ron-
aldo of Portugal referred 
to him as an “inspiration 
to millions” and remarked 
that his legacy “will never 
be forgotten.” Lionel Messi, 

the captain of Argentina that 
won the World Cup, merely 
wrote: “Rest in peace.”

While president-elect Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, who is 
set to take office on Sunday, 
stated that “there had never 
been a number 10 like him”. 
Brazilian President Jair Bol-
sonaro, who announced 
three days of national 
mourning reportedly said 
that Pele “turned football 
into art and joy.”

In honour of Pele, Rio de 
Janeiro’s iconic Maracana 
stadium and the Christ the 
Redeemer statue that guards 
the city were both lit up. Pele 
continued to be the “im-
mortal king of football” for 
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REMEMBERANCE

RIP PELE: INSIGHTFUL FACTS ABOUT THE 
FOOTBALL ICON
Pele, a legendary footballer 
from Brazil, is the only per-
son to have won the World 
Cup three times and is still 
the youngest player to do so.
Tres Coracoes, a municipal-
ity in southeast Brazil, is 
where Pele was born. Pele, 
the lad with three hearts, 
obtained his name from the 
word’s literal translation, 
which was “three hearts.”

When the legend was 
in school, he acquired the 
moniker “Pele.” He was a 
tremendous fan of Brazil-
ian goalie Bile when he was 
a kid, but he had trouble 
pronouncing his name. He 
would pronounce it incor-
rectly as “Pele” though.

At just 17 years old, Pele 
struck a hat-trick as the Se-
lecao defeated France 5-2 in 

the 1958 World Cup semifi-
nal. He continues to be the 
youngest player to ever score 
a hat trick in the biggest foot-
ball competition.

Brazil was dependent on 
Pele in ways that went be-
yond football because it was 
caught in a time of political 
unrest. Janio Quadros, the 
country’s president at the 
time, officially designated 

“Black Pearl” as a national 
treasure in 1961. In essence, 
it became illegal for any club 
to remove him from Brazil.

The Guinness Book of 
World Records formally 
recognises Pele as the player 
with the most goals in as-
sociation football with 1279 
goals in 1363 games.

Though Pele made the de-
cision to stop playing in the 

World Cup after a lacklus-
tre performance in the 1966 
tournament, he eventually 
made a comeback in 1970 
and helped Brazil win their 
third championship. He is 
still the only athlete to earn 
three World Cup victories.

The Ballon d’Or, given 
to the finest players in the 
world, was only available 
to Europeans during Pele’s 
time, hence the Brazilian 
never took home the prize. 
Pele would have become 
the first player to win seven 
Ballon d’Ors had he been 
eligible. During the Nigerian 
Civil War, Pele visited Lagos, 
Nigeria, for an exhibition 
game in 1969. It is reported 
that the two coteries engaged 
in the conflict decided to end 
their conflict for 48 hours 
to watch the magician play 
football.
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Pele lifting the Jules Rimet Trophy.

FIFA WORLD CUPS

King Pele’s journey at the 
prestigious FIFA World Cups

From Sweden 1958 to Mex-
ico 1970, his reputation 
in the FIFA World Cups 
earned him the respect 
and recognition which can 
be seen worldwide. Read 
ahead for a tournament-
by-tournament breakdown 
of his career in the sport’s 
largest event.

SWEDEN 1958
Due to an injury the 17-year-
old Pele missed the opening 
two matches of the group 
stages and thus made his 
debut against the Soviet 
Union. Hitting the nets for 
the first time, Pele scored 
against Wales in the 1-0 
quarter-final win. His 
streak continued in the 
semi-final against France, 
he stunned the world with 
a hat-trick after which Bra-
zil made his way into the 
Finals.

17 years and 239 days, Pele 
became the youngest player 
ever to make an appearance 
in a World Cup final and 
scored a brace. In style, 
his first goal came with a 
flick over a defender and 
a volley past the Swedish 
goalkeeper. Brazil defeated 
hosts Sweden 5-2 to lift the 
trophy and Pele became 
the youngest to win a FIFA 
world cup.

CHILE 1962
Although Pele had by then 
been recognised as a ris-
ing star, his run in the 1962 
World cup saw an unfortu-
nate turn. The goal-scoring 
talisman missed most of the 
tournament through injury. 
In the opening match, Pele 
provided the team with an 

assist and later went on to 
score an iconic goal, dash-
ing past four Mexican de-
fenders he netted the ball. 

In the second group stage 
clash against Czechoslova-
kia, Pele faced an unevent-
ful thigh muscle tear which 
brought an ill-timed end to 
his tournament. Neverthe-
less, Brazil went onto re-
tain their trophy with Gar-
rincha stepping up as they 
beat Czechoslovakia 3-1 in 
the finals.

ENGLAND 1966
The travel to England 
proved futile for the Latin-
American side, however 
Pele set a record of scoring 
in three successive tourna-
ments after finding the net 
with a free-kick. As a target 
for most of the teams, Pele 
was singled out and he re-
ceived quite brutal treat-
ment in the first match 
against Bulgaria. 

Due to his injuries, Pele 
was forced to miss the fol-
lowing loss to Hungary 
but was reinstated for the 
match against Portugal, 
who delivered some more 
appalling tackles as Brazil 
was effectively eliminated 

from the competition.

MEXICO 1970 
Ahead of the Mexican FIFA 
World Cup Pele was heard 
vowing that he would not 
contest any further, with a 
change of heart he contin-
ued his journey and suc-
cessfully grabbed a third 
winners’ medal. For the 
then 30-year-old Brazilian 
the tournament proved to 
be a memorable one with 
many favourable instances. 

Against England, the 
hosts’ goalkeeper Gordon 
Banks recorded an unfor-
gettable save with a shot 
from Pele. Moving ahead, 
he also almost scored from 
the halfway line against 
Czechoslovakia. 

This time Brazil came 
face-to-face against Italy 
in the in the final where 
they won with a dominat-
ing score of 4-1. His assist 
to Carlos Alberto for the 
winning goal has been ex-
ecuted with such perfec-
tion rounding it off as one 
of the all-time great moves. 
Throughout his era it can 
be said that they were the 
finest team in FIFA World 
Cup history. 

Brazil ’s  three-t ime 
Wo r l d - c u p  w i n -
ning football icon, 

Pele passed away at the age 
of 82 following a cancer 
battle, Al Jazeera reported 
on Friday citing his agent 
Joe Fraga who confirmed 
the news of his demise. 
Considered by many to be the 
greatest footballer of all time, 
Pele was in poor health in re-
cent months and has had quite 
a few stints in the hospital. 

The three-time World Cup 
champion, Edson Arantes 
do Nascimento, was report-
edly dealing with kidney 
and heart issues and was 
hospitalised since Novem-

ber with multiple ailments. 
In September 2021, Pele had 
a colon tumour removed, 
however on November 29, he 
was checked into the Albert 
Einstein hospital in Sao Pau-
lo, according to Al Jazeera. 

Pele, widely regarded as the 
game’s most gifted player, 
guided Brazil to three World 
Cup victories in 1958, 1962, 
and 1970. With 77 goals in 92 
games, he continues to be the 
top goal scorer for Brazil. 

Pele being the most expen-
sive player of his generation 
was honoured with multiple 
titles such as ‘Black Pearl’, 
‘King Pele’, ‘King of Football’ 
and many more. His demise 
will be a loss to the world of 

football, after Diego Mara-
dona’s unfortunate decease 
Pele had quoted, “One day, I 
hope we can play football to-
gether in the sky”. 

Brazilian football star, Ney-
mar Jr. took to Instagram 
to address hi grief stating, 
“Before Pelé, 10 was just a 
number. I’ve read this phrase 
somewhere, at some point 
in my life. But this sentence, 
beautiful, is incomplete. I 
would say before Pelé foot-
ball was just a sport. Pelé has 
changed it all.”  Other football 
stars such as Lionel Messi, 
Cristiano Ronaldo, Thiago 
Silva have also paid their 
tribute to the legend via Insta-
gram posts and blessings for 
his family. 

RIP PELE
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ADEUS ‘BLACK PEARL’, PELE 
PASSES AWAY AT 82

Brazilian Phenomenon Pele dies at age 82 in Sao Paulo

Pele after winning the second World Cup in 1962

Building in Sao Paulo

The demise of Brazilian 
football legend Pele has 
come as sad news for the 
entire world and more 
so for the sportspersons 
in India and worldwide. 
From Indian cricketers 
to hockey players, all are 
expressing their grief on 
‘Black Pearl’s death who 
passed away at the age of 
82. “You will be missed, 
king. You are an inspira-
tion, an icon, a legend. Your 
legacy will live forever,” 
tweeted India cricketer 
Suryakumar Yadav.

“May his  soul  rest 
in peace,” tweeted In-
dian hockey team goal-
keeper  PR Sreejesh. 
“The legend @Pele has 
passed away at the age of 
82. GOAT, A trailblazer 

and One of the finest 
players to ever lace up. 
He will be missed by mil-
lions,” tweeted Indian 
Paralympic gold med-
allist Pramod Bhagat. 
Legendary Brazilian foot-
baller Pele passed away on 
Thursday at the age of 82 
after battling bowel cancer. 
The Goa football commu-
nity on Friday expressed 
sorrow over the passing 
of Pele, the Brazilian soc-

cer legend, saying he was 
an inspiration to the sport 
worldwide.

O t h e r  c e l e b r i t y 
sportsperson like Jasprit 
Bumrah, VVS Laxman 
and others tweeted paying 
condolences and tribute to 
the legend.

“RIP Pele. Inspiration 
around the world, a global 
icon, a legend,” Indian 
cricketer Jasprit Bumrah 
wrote. “End of an Era. 

Some sportspersons leave 
a mark which inspires gen-
erations. The great Pele’s 
legacy and achievements 
will be cherished by many 
generations to come. My 
deepest condolences to his 
family, friends and fans,” 
VVS Laxman tweeted.

“A Magician on the field 
and one of the great-
est  sportspersons to 
have graced the planet. 
Heartfelt condolences 
to his family and well 
wishers all around the 
world,” Sehwag tweeted. 
A few days back, the foot-
ball legend’s health dete-
riorated, and doctors said 
he needed care for renal 
and cardiac dysfunction. 
He was also undergoing 
treatment for a respiratory 
infection that was aggra-
vated by COVID-19.

IN HONOR OF 

Indian sporting fraternity condoles 
demise of football legend Pele
TDG NETWORK
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Pele on a visit to India during FIFA World Cup Tour

LEGEND IN MAKING

Roots and rise of the 
Brazilian magician, Pele

When you talk about the beautiful game of 
football then the first name which comes to 
your mind is legend Pele. Edson Arantes do 
Nascimento popularly known as Pele was 
born on October 23, 1940, in Tres Coracoes 
in Brazil. The son of Fluminense footballer 
Dondinho and Celeste Arantes. He was the 
elder of two siblings. He was named after the 
American inventor Thomas Alva Edison. 
He received the nickname “Pele” during his 
school days.

Pele has also been known for connect-
ing the phrase “The Beautiful Game” with 
football. Also known as a ‘Black Pearl’ Pele 
was a prolific goal-scorer who was known 
for his ability to anticipate opponents in the 
area and finish off chances with an accurate 
and powerful shot with either foot. The most 
famous and possibly the best-paid athlete in 

the world Pele was part of the Brazilian 
national teams that won three World 

Cups. Pele is the most successful top-
division scorer in the sport with 

541 goals in 560 games. His 
total of 1283 goals in 

1363 games includ-
ing the friendlies 

In 1956 de Brito 
took Pele to 
Santos to try 
out for pro-
fessional 
club San-
tos Football 
Club. 

Pele im-
pressed 
Santos 
coach Lula 
during his 
trial and 
he signed 
a profes-

sional contract with the club in June 1956. 
Pele was highly promoted in the local media 
as a future superstar. He made his senior team 
debut on 7 September 1956 at the age of 15 
against Corinthians Santo Andre and had an 
impressive performance in a 7-1 victory scor-
ing the first goal in his prolific career during 
the match.  When the 1957 season started, 
Pele was given a starting place in the first team 
and at the age of 16 became the top scorer in 
the league. Ten months after signing profes-
sionally the teenager was called up to the 
Brazil National team. Pele’s first international 
match was a 2-1 defeat against Argentina on 
7 July 1957 at the Maracana. In that match, he 
scored his first goal for Brazil aged 16 years 
and nine months and he remains the young-
est goal-scorer for his country.

Pele also played in the South American 
Championship In the 1959 competition he 
was named best player of the tournament 
and was top scorer with 8 goals, as Bra-
zil came second despite being unbeaten in 
the tournament. He scored in five of Bra-
zil’s six games, including two goals against 
Chile and a hat-trick against Paraguay. 
The Black Pearl helped Santos win nine Sao 
Paulo league championships and in 1962 and 
1963 both the Libertadores Cup and the Inter-
continental Club Cup.

In 1969, the two factions involved in the Ni-
gerian Civil War agreed to a 48-hour ceasefire 
so they could watch Pele play an exhibition 
game in Lagos. Santos ended up playing to a 
2-2 draw with Lagos side Stationary Stores FC 
and Pele scored his team’s goals. The civil war 
went on for one more year after this game On 
November 20, 1969, in his 909th first-class 
match, he scored his 1,000th goal.

Pele’s electrifying play and penchant for 
spectacular goals made him a star around the 
world. The Black Pearl was adept at striking 
the ball with either foot in addition to antici-
pating his opponents’ movements on the field. 
Arguably the greatest to have ever played the 
beautiful game. 
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Horrific accident

I pray for his good health 
and well-being: PM Modi 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi prayed for the good 
health and speedy recovery 
of India batter Rishabh Pant, 
who was injured in a horrific 
road accident on Friday. 

Pant met with the acci-
dent while returning from 
Delhi to Roorkee as his car 
collided with the divider on 
the Narsan border of Roor-
kee near Hammadpur Jhal. 
“Distressed by the accident 
of noted cricketer Rishabh 
Pant. I pray for his good 
health and well-being. @
RishabhPant17,” tweeted PM 
Modi.  Rishabh’s condition re-
mains stable, and he has now 
been shifted to Max Hospital, 
Dehradun, where he will un-
dergo MRI scans to ascertain 

the extent of his injuries and 
formulate his further course 
of treatment, as per the BCCI 
statement shared with the 
media. According to the state-
ment, the BCCI is in constant 
touch with Pant’s family 
while the medical team is in 

close contact with the doc-
tors currently treating the 
southpaw.  The Board said it 
will see to it that Pant receives 
the best possible medical 
care and gets all the support 
he needs to come out of this 
traumatic phase.
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Charred remains of Cricketer Rishabh Pant’s Mercedes car are seen 
after it met with an accident on the Delhi-Dehradun highway near 
the Roorkee border while returning home from Delhi, on Friday. 

impact injuries

my tHougHts, prayers witH pant, closely 
monitoring His progress: jay sHaH
India wicket-keeper Rishabh 
Pant was admitted to Saksh-
am Hospital Multispecialty 
and Trauma Centre where 
he was treated for impact 
injuries after he met with a 
car accident early on Friday 
morning near Roorkee. 

According to the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) statement, Rishabh 
Pant has two cuts on his fore-
head, a ligament tear in his 
right knee and has also hurt 
his right wrist, ankle, and 
toe and has suffered abra-
sion injuries on his back. 
Rishabh’s condition remains 
stable, and he has now been 
shifted to Max Hospital, 
Dehradun, where he will un-

dergo MRI scans to ascertain 
the extent of his injuries and 
formulate his further course 
of treatment, as per the BCCI 
statement shared with the 

media. 
According to the statement, 

BCCI is in constant touch 
with Rishabh’s family while 
the Medical Team is in close 

contact with the doctors 
currently treating Rishabh. 
The Board will see to it that 
Rishabh receives the best 
possible medical care and 

gets all the support he needs 
to come out of this traumatic 
phase.  BCCI secretary Jay 
Shah took to Twitter to 
wish him a speedy recovery. 
“My thoughts and prayers are 
with Rishabh Pant as he fights 
his way back to recovery. I 
have spoken to his family 
and the doctors treating him. 
Rishabh is stable and under-
going scans. We are closely 
monitoring his progress and 
will provide him with all the 
necessary support,” tweeted 
BCCI secretary Jay Shah.

Pant was alone in the car 
when he met with the acci-
dent on the Delhi-Dehradun 
highway. According to pho-
tographs from the site, the 
car was seen in a badly burnt 
condition. 
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Police personnel at the site where Cricketer Rishabh Pant’s vehicle met with an accident on the Delhi-
Dehradun highway near the Roorkee border while returning home from Delhi, on Friday. 

mucH-awaited

no plans of india-pakistan test 
series anywHere: Bcci sources
A source from BCCI has re-
vealed that the apex cricket 
governing body in the coun-
try is not planning to host 
a Test series between arch-
rivals India and Pakistan. 
“No such plans for India 
and Pakistan Test series in 
future or in any country, if 
someone has such kind of 
wish keep it to yourself,” a 
BCCI source told. 

Various cricket boards 
have shown interest to con-
duct the much-awaited test 
match. The latest addition 
to the list is that of Austra-
lia after Melbourne Cricket 
Club (MCC) chief executive 
Stuart Fox made an enquiry 
to Cricket Australia (CA) 
about hosting the Test at 
Melbourne. According to 
ESPNcricinfo, MCC chief 
executive Stuart Fox spoke 
on SEN radio on day 4 of the 
second Test between Aus-
tralia and South Africa and 
said that the club, as well as 
the Victoria government, 
had made an inquiry with 
CA about hosting a neutral 
Test. 

It has been a long time since 
archrivals India and Paki-
stan played a Test match. 

The two countries have not 
played in the game’s longest 
format since 2007 when bi-
lateral cricket between the 
neighbours was suspended. 
As per the ESPNcricinfo, 
following the success of 
the classic T20 World Cup 
2022 match between India 
and Pakistan in October, 
the Melbourne Cricket Club 
and the Victorian govern-
ment have made informal 
inquiries to Cricket Austra-
lia (CA) about hosting a Test 
match series between India 
and Pakistan in Melbourne. 

While the last Test match 

between India and Pakistan 
was played in 2007, the 
last international series in 
which the two teams par-
ticipated was held in 2013. 
Fox stated that the MCC 
would love to host the two 
countries in Test cricket 
after 90,293 fans packed 
into the MCG last month to 
watch the last-ball thriller in 
the prestigious T20 world 
cup. 

“Absolutely. Three [Tests] 
in a row would be lovely at 
the MCG. You’d fill it every 
time. We have asked. We’ve 
taken that up with Cricket 

Australia. I know the [Vic-
toria] government has as 
well. Again, it’s enormously 
complicated from what I can 
understand, amongst a real-
ly busy schedule. So I think 
that’s probably the greater 
challenge,” ESPNcicinfo 
quoted Fox as saying.

“Wouldn’t it be great that it 
wasn’t just Australia-centric 
and Victoria-centric, that 
we’re catering for all the 
countries and filling the sta-
dium all the time. So we have 
asked. Hopefully, Cricket 
Australia keep taking it up 
with the ICC and keep push-
ing for it. 

When you do see some of 
the stadiums around the 
world unoccupied, I think 
it would be much better 
to have a full house and 
that atmosphere and cel-
ebrate the game with full 
houses,” he further added. 
Between 2023 and 2027, no 
bilateral cricket matches 
were scheduled between 
India and Pakistan on the 
Future Tours Programme. 
Pakistan is scheduled to 
host Asia Cup next year and 
ODI World Cup will be held 
in India, there is no official 
word about the travel plans 
of the two teams. 

TDG NETWORK
mumbai

India last faced Pakistan in T20 World Cup 2023.

serious injuries

Rishabh Pant’s MRI scan 
results return as normal

The results of Rishabh 
Pant’s MRI of the brain and 
spinal cord has returned as 
‘normal’ after the star India 
batter met with a horrific 
accident while returning to 
Roorkee from Delhi. His car 
rammed into a divider on 
Friday and caught fire. As 
per ESPNcricinfo, Pant has 
also undergone plastic sur-
gery intervention for facial 
injuries, lacerated wounds 
and abrasions. He will have 
an MRI of his ankle and knee 
on Saturday. 

The wicketkeeper-batter 
narrowly escaped death 
after his high-end vehicle 
smashed into a road barrier 
and caught fire on the Delhi-
Dehradun highway. Accord-
ing to reports, he had dozed 
off on the wheel. Owinng to 
pain and swelling, MRI scans 
of his ankle and knees will be 
performed on Saturday. 

He has also been given 
“above knee splintage” by 
the medical staff at Max 
Hospital in Dehradun for a 
possible right knee ligament 
injury as well as a suspected 
right ankle ligament injury. 

Pant is “stable, cognizant, 
and oriented”, according to 
the hospital’s medical bul-
letin that was made public 
on Friday night, as reported 
by ESPNcricinfo. Pant, who 
was alone in the car, suf-
fered injuries on his back, 
forehead and leg. Pant was at 
the wheel of his car when he 
met with the accident on the 
Delhi-Dehradun Highway.

Pant was alone at the time 
of the mishap and according 
to the police he broke the 
windscreen of his car to es-
cape after the vehicle caught 
fire.

Born in Haridwar, Uttara-
khand, Rishabh Pant is a left-
hand batter and a wicket-
keeper who became famous 
during the Under-19 World 
Cup in 2016, when he scored 
75 runs in 24 balls dur-
ing a match against Nepal. 
In 2016, he was drafted by 
the Delhi Daredevils in the 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) and even became the 
team captain. He made his 
debut for the Indian cricket 
team during a T20 match 
in 2017 against England at 
Chinnaswamy Stadium in 
Bengaluru.

Indian cricketer Rishabh 
Pant met with a serious 
accident while returning 

from Delhi to Roorkee as his 
car collided with the divider 
on the Narsan border of Roor-
kee near Hammadpur Jhal. 

Haridwar SP (Rural) 
Swapan Kishore said that 
Rishabh Pant has been ad-
mitted to the Max Hospital 
in Dehradun. “Cricketer 
Rishabh Pant’s car met with 
an accident between Man-
glaur and Narsan in Harid-
war district. He has been 
shifted to Max Hospital 
Dehradun after giving pri-
mary treatment at Roorkee 
Civil Hospital.

 The accident took place 
on NH-58 of Manglaur PS 
area,” Haridwar SP (Rural) 
Pant, who was alone in the 
car, has suffered injuries 
on his back, forehead and 
leg. Pant was driving his 
car when he met with the 
accident on the Delhi-Deh-
radun highway.  According 

to photographs from the site, 
the car was seen in a badly 
burnt condition. Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami 
tweeted in Hindi, “Praying 

for the speedy recovery of 
cricketer Rishabh Pant, who 
was injured in a vehicle ac-
cident, have directed the of-
ficials to ensure all possible 

arrangements for his treat-
ment.” 

Uttarakhand CM Pushkar 
Singh Dhami has promised 
to extend all the possible 

support to cricketer Rishabh 
Pant. 

“Uttarakhand CM Push-
kar Singh Dhami instructed 
officials to ensure all pos-
sible arrangements for the 
treatment of the injured 
cricketer Rishabh Pant and 
to provide an air ambulance 
if required,” as per the CMO 
statement. Wicket-keeper 
batter Pant has represented 
India in 33 Test matches 
scoring 2271 runs at an av-
erage of 43.67 with five Test 
tons to his name with his 
highest score being 159 not 
out. Pant has 119 catches and 
14 stumpings to his name.  In 
ODIs, he has 865 runs to his 
name in 30 matches at an 
average of 34.60 with five 
half-centuries and one ton 
with a strike rate of 106.65. 
With the gloves, Pant has 
26 catches and one stump-
ing to his name. In 66 T20I 
the wicket-keeper batter has 
scored 987 runs with three 
half-centuries to his name 
at an average of 22.43 with a 
strike rate of 126.37. 

miraculous escape
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cricketer risHaBH pant Hospitalised 
witH serious injuries after accident 

Cricketer Rishabh Pant receiving primary treatment at Roorkee Civil Hospital after he met with ac-
cident on the Delhi-Dehradun highway near the Roorkee border while returning home from Delhi, 
on Friday. 

Cricketer Rishabh Pant being shifted to Max Hospital, Dehradun, 
after being giving primary treatment at Roorkee Civil Hospital as 
he got injured in an accident while returning from Delhi to Roorkee, 
on Friday

Wishes are pouring in 
from all corners for India 
cricketer Rishabh Pant 
who met with a serious 
accident while returning 
from Delhi to Roorkee as 
his car collided with the 
divider on the Narsan bor-
der of Roorkee near Ham-
madpur Jhal. 

Former India skipper Vi-
rat Kohli, legendry crick-
eter Sachin Tendulkar 
and many other from the 
cricket fraternity on Fri-
day wished India batter 
Rishabh Pant a speedy 
recovery. Cricketers are 
also praying for speedy 
recovery of wicket-keeper 
batter. “Wishing you a 
very speedy recovery @
RishabhPant17. My prayers 
are with you,” tweeted Sa-
chin Tendulkar.

“ G e t  w e l l  s o o n  @
RishabhPant17. Praying for 
your recovery,” Virat Kohli 
said in a tweet. 

“Dusturbing news on 
@RishabPant17 accident 
... wish the young man a 
speedy recovery and re-
turn to cricket. All the 
prayers,” former Pakistan 
skipper and fast bowl-

ing legend Wasim Akram 
tweeted.

“Sending all my love and 
well wishes @Rishabh-
Pant17. Praying for a 
speedy and successful re-
covery,” India opener KL 
Rahul wrote in a tweet. 

England batter Jonny 
Bairstow took to his twit-
ter and wrote, “Speedy 
recovery @RishabhPant17 
never nice to see people 
in accidents but relieved 
he’s stable and at the hos-
pital! For now I think now 
people should let him rest 
and recover in private! 
#RishabhPant.”

Former Indian pacer 
Jhulan Goswami tweeted, 
“Wishing a speedy recov-
ery to @RishabPant17. 
Our prayers and wishes 
are always with you. Get 
well soon.” 

“Thinking of @Rishabh-
Pant17. Hope you’re on the 
mend and back on your 
feet soon,” tweeted Two-
time World Cup winning 
captain and Delhi Capitals 
head coach Ricky Pon-
ting. “Get well soon bhai 
Allah sab thik karega @
RishabhPant17,” wished 
Mohammed Shami on 
Twitter.  “Praying for 

Rishabh Pant. Thankfully 
he is out of danger. Wish-
ing @RishabhPant17 a 
very speedy recovery. Get 
well soon Champ,” tweeted 
Indian cricket legend VVS 
Laxman. “Did I am hearing 
correct news of @Rishabh-
Pant17. Praying for speedy 
recovery to #RishabhPant 
#DriveSafe,” tweeted for-
mer India cricketer Munaf 
Patel. 

“Really hope Rishabh 
Pant is ok. The car looks 
absolutely quashed. Hor-
rific to see even,” tweeted 
India cricketer Abhinav 
Mukund. “Get well soon 
#RishabhPant, “ Former 
India pacer Venkatesh 
Prasad tweeted. “Wishing 
him a speedy recovery @
RishabhPant17! Get well 
soon champ !! #Rishabh-
Pant,” tweeted former 
India woman cricketer Re-
ema Malhotra. Pant, who 
was alone in the car, suf-
fered injuries on his back, 
forehead and leg. Pant 
was driving his car when 
he met with the accident 
on the Delhi-Dehradun 
highway. According to 
photographs from the site, 
the car was seen in a badly 
burnt condition. 

out of danger

wisHes pour in for cricketer 
risHaBH pant after His accident
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Media personnel wait outside Max Hospital where Cricketer 
Rishabh Pant is receiving treatment after meeting with an acci-
dent on the Delhi-Dehradun highway near the Roorkee border, in 
Dehradun on Friday. 


