
India will formally as-
sume the G20 presi-
dency starting today 

thereby beginning a unique 
opportunity for the country 
to contribute to the global 
agenda on pressing issues of 
international importance. 

G20 is the premier forum 
for international economic 
cooperation representing 
around 85 per cent of the 
global GDP, over 75 of the 
worldwide trade, and about 
two-thirds of the world 
population, according to 
a Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) release.  During the 
G20 Presidency, India will 

hold about 200 meetings in 
32 different sectors in mul-
tiple locations across India. 
The G20 Summit to be held 
next year would be one of the 
highest-profile international 
gatherings to be hosted by 
India. 

Earlier this month, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
unveiled the logo, theme 
and website of India’s G20 
Presidency via video confer-
encing. The lotus in the logo 
symbolises India’s ancient 
heritage, faith and thought. 

The philosophy of Adwait, 
the Prime Minister said, em-
phasises the oneness of all 
creatures and this philoso-
phy will be a medium of res-
olution of today’s conflicts. 

This logo and theme rep-
resent many key messages 
from India. “Message of 
Buddha for freedom from 
war, Mahatma Gandhi’s so-
lutions in the face of violence, 
through G-20, India is giving 
them a new height”, he said. 

The Prime Minister re-
marked that India’s G-20 
presidency is coming at a 
time of crisis and chaos. He 
said that the world is deal-
ing with the aftereffects of a 
disruptive once-in-a-century 
global pandemic, conflicts, 
and economic uncertainty 

“The lotus in the logo of 
G-20 is a symbol of hope in 
such tough times,” he said. 
Writing for the Europe Asia 
Foundation, former Indian 

envoy to Kazakhstan, Ashok 
Sajjanhar, said India takes 
over the Presidency of the 
G20, one of the most conse-
quential amongst current-
day multilateral bodies, on 1 
December. 

According to him, this 
decisively signals the emer-
gence of India as a signifi-
cant player on the global 
scene.  “While most coun-
tries in the world, both de-
veloped and developing, 
have found it difficult to 
effectively handle the chal-
lenges thrown up by the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, 
India, through its bold and 
visionary leadership and 
prudent policies, has been, 

thus far, able to successfully 
navigate the headwinds it 
has encountered,” he added. 

Two days before India 
assumes the presidency of 
G20, External Affairs Min-
ister (EAM) S Jaishankar 
on Tuesday said New Delhi 
would like to use the presi-
dency of the group to reflect 
interests and concerns today 
of the global south. 

“India would like to use 
the presidency of G20 in 
many ways to reflect inter-
ests and concerns today of 
the global south as we feel 
they’re being sidelined and 
not just be a voice but would 
like to take into global south 
something we’ve tested and 
prepared at home,” he said. 

LEADER ON WORLD STAGE: INDIA 
BEGINS G20 PRESIDENCY FROM TODAY 

OPPORTUNITY 

DRASTIC FALL 

Kashmir Files 
pushed into IFFI due 
to political pressure: 
Israeli filmmaker 

Economy slows to 6.3% 
in July-Sept quarter

In a fresh interview, Israeli 
filmmaker Nadav Lapid who 
already shot the limelight 
with his severe criticism on 

‘The Kashmir Files’ at the 
International Film Festival 
of India (IFFI), asserted He 
asserted that he “knows how 
to recognise propaganda dis-

guised as a movie.” 
 Nadav Lapid, who is also 

the IFFI international jury, 
called ‘The Kashmir Files’ 
as a ‘propaganda movie’ that 
had no place at the interna-
tional film festival, sparking 
a massive controversy. 

Reacting to the backlash 
over his remark, Nadav told

FOREIGN 
SECRETARY 
KWATRA GETS 
EXTENSION 
NEW DELHI: Foreign 
Secretary Vinay Mohan 
Kwatra’s tenure exten-
sion for 16 months has 
been approved in the 
post beyond his date 
of superannuation on 
December 31 this year, 
a governmnet order 
said. Kwatra, on 1 May 
assumed charge as the 
new Foreign Secretary 
of the country, informed 
Ministry of External 
Affairs Spokesperson 
Arindam Bagchi. “Vinay 
Kwatra assumed charge 
as Foreign Secretary to-
day morning. #TeamMEA 
wishes Foreign Secretary 
Kwatra a productive and 
successful tenure ahead,” 
tweeted Bagchi. His 
tenure extends at a time 
when India is all set to as-
sume its G20 presidency 
on 1 December.

16 KILLED IN 
BLAST IN NORTH 
AFGHANISTAN
KABUL: At least 16 
people, including 10 
students, were killed 
and 24 wounded in the 
north Afghanistan blast 
on Wednesday. The blast 
took place in Jahdia 
seminary in Aybak city of 
Samangan during the af-
ternoon prayer, reported 
Tolo News. A doctor of 
Samangan Provincial 
Hospital says that at least 
15 dead and 27 injured 
people have been brought 
to this hospital, reported 
Tolo News. A Taliban 
official said that at least 
10 students were killed as 
the bomb blast hit a reli-
gious school in northern 
Afghanistan. 
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HIGH-OCTANE

UPRISING

COUNTERING TERROR 

POWER STRUGGLE 

‘STEP-MOTHERLY’ 

CRISIS-DRIVEN  

STILL IN LIMBO

FIRST PHASE OF POLLS IN 
GUJARAT TODAY, RECORD 
VOTING EXPECTED

CHINESE SECURITY FORCES INTENSIFY 
PATROL AS MASS PROTESTS CONTINUE 

France to work with India 
against Pak-based terrorists 

China doesn’t want India to 
closely partner with US: Pentagon

DMK to SC: CAA arbitrary as 
it excludes Sri Lankan Tamils 

SANCTIONS-HIT RUSSIA TURNS TO 
INDIA FOR 500 PRODUCTS Aaftab admits he murdered 

Shraddha during polygraph test

The high profile elections 
in Gujarat begin today with 
first phase of voting in 89 as-
sembly seats for which 2.39 
crore voters are eligible to 
cast their votes. Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) 
Rajiv Kumar expects record 
voting. 

Kumar said, “Whatever ef-
forts we made in Himachal 
Pradesh, there was a record 
voting of 75 per cent. We 
have made similar efforts 

in Gujarat also. Efforts have 
also been made to make 
people aware and also en-
couraged them.” 

There are more than four 
lakh persons with disabili-
ties (PWD) voters in the en-
tire Gujarat who have been 
identified. There are over 
one lakh senior citizen vot-
ers, out of which 10,000 are 
above 100 years of age. It is 
a matter of great pleasure 
that voters above 100 and 
80 years of age come to 

After ongoing protests in 
China against the zero Co-
vid policy have grabbed 
global attention, the security 
forces in the country have 
started to mobilise to call off 
the demonstrations by strict 

patrolling on streets and 
checking cell phones of the 
protesters to warn them for 
the actions, CNN reported 
on Tuesday. 

On Monday and Tuesday, 
as a large number of demon-
strators assembled 

India’s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) slowed to 6.3 per 
cent during the July-Sep-
tember (Q2) period of the 
current financial year 2022-
23 as compared with 8.4 per 
cent during the second quar-
ter (Q2) of 2021-22, according 
to a government statement 
released on Wednesday. 

However, the GDP has 
practically halved to 6.3 per 
cent in the Q2 of current fis-
cal from 13.5 per cent growth 
recorded in Q1 (April-June), 
according to data released 

by the National Statistical 
Office (NSO). 

The drastic fall in GDP 
growth in July-September 
period was mainly due to 
moderating of a favourable 
base effect. 
According to the govern-

ment data available, the 
gross value added (GVA) at 
basic price at constant terms 
during the September quar-
ter rose 5.6 per cent. The 
GVA at Basic Price at cur-
rent prices rose 16.2 per cent 
in Q2 2022-23. 
“Nominal GDP or GDP

France has vowed to contin-
ue to back “more resolutely” 
India’s on-going efforts at 
multilateral forums such 
as the UN Security Council 
(UNSC) and the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) 
to counter the activities 
of Pakistan-based terror 
groups and individuals. As 

part of this fresh strategy, 
Paris would be working 
more effectively and closely 
with New Delhi in push-
ing the resolutions aimed 
at blacklisting of terrorists 
who are actively operating 
from the territories under 
the control of Islamabad, 
top diplomatic sources told 
The Daily Guardian.  

China has warned the United 
States not to interfere in its re-
lationship with neighbouring 
India, a Pentagon report said 
on Tuesday while adding that 
Beijing doesn’t want both de-
mocracies to closely partner 
together.  

In its latest report, the US 
Department of Defence (DOD) 

states that Chinese officials 
sought to downplay the se-
verity of the Galwan clash in 
2020, emphasizing Beijing’s 
intent to preserve border sta-
bility and prevent the standoff 

from harming other areas of 
its bilateral relationship with 
India. On China Military 
Report,which details Chinese 
strategy, aims, and capabilities, 
Pentagon said this congressio-
nally mandated report serves 
as an authoritative assessment 
of challenges DOD is facing 
and the current course of the 
country’s military. 

The DMK has told the Su-
preme Court that the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act (CAA) 
of 2019 is “arbitrary” as it only 
considers religious minorities 
from three countries while 
keeping Sri Lankan Tamils 
staying in India as refugees.  
The Central government has 

“categorically remained silent to 

the plight of the Tamil refugees. 
Step-motherly behaviour of Re-
spondent No.1 (Centre) towards 
the Tamil refugees has left them 
living in constant fear of depor-
tation and an uncertain future,” 
stated the affidavit filed by 
DMK. The DMK said that CAA 
is “arbitrary” as it relates to only 
three countries--Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan and Bangladesh and 
confines to 

Russia has sent India a list of 
more than 500 products for 
potential delivery, including 
parts for cars, aircraft, and 
trains, four sources familiar 
with the matter said, as sanc-
tions squeeze Russia’s ability 
to keep vital industries run-
ning, reported Reuters. 

An Indian government 
source said the request was 

unusual in its scope. India is 
keen to boost trade as it tries 
to narrow a ballooning trade 
deficit with Russia. Some 
companies have expressed 
concern about potentially 
falling foul of sanctions. 
Russia’s requests were made 
weeks ahead of Jaishankar’s 
visit to Moscow starting No-
vember 07. It was not imme-
diately clear 

For the eighth day running, 
the server at All India In-
stitute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) Delhi remained 
out of order, and according 
to the sources after the sus-
pension of two analysts from 
Delhi more are on the radar 
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ALLEGATIONS

All set

Electronic Voting Machines (EVM) and other polling materials 
stacked in rows as preparations underway on the eve of first 

phase of Gujarat Assembly elections, in Surat on Wednesday.  ANI

 India to emphasis on its core philosophy of  ‘oneness’ to solve world issues

 It will hold 200 meetings in 32 different sectors across the country
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SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE

AAFTAB’S NEW GIRLFRIEND 
IN SHOCK, HAD NO INKLING OF 
BODY PARTS KEPT IN HOUSE 

AIIMS SERVER 
DOWN FOR 8 
DAYS, TWO HELD 

In another development 
in the Shraddha murder 
case, Aaftab’s most recent 
girlfriend was in shock 
after hearing about the 
horrific act by him. 

She told the police she 
had no clue that human 
body parts were kept in-
side Aaftab’s Chhatarpur 
residence when she vis-
ited there twice after the 

murder. 
She also informed that 

Aaftab gifted her a ring. 
As per the girl, Aftab had 
gifted a fancy artificial 
ring on 12 October. 

The ring apparently 
belonged to Shraddha. 
The police recovered the 
ring from Aaftab’s new 
partner and recorded her 
statement. 

Aaftab’s latest girlfriend 
is a psychiatrist by profes-

sion. As per a statement 
given to the police, this 
friend said that she had 
come to Aftab’s flat twice 
in the month of October, 
but she had no inkling 
of Shraddha’s murder 
or about the presence of 
human body parts in the 
house. Aftab never looked 
scared, she said. 

She also informed that

Aaftab Poonawalla has 
now confessed during 
polygraph test, conduct-
ed at the Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (FSL) 
office here that he did kill 
Shraddha, his 27-year-old 
live-in partner.  Accord-

ing to FSL sources, Aftab 
also confessed that he dis-
posed of her body parts in 
a jungle. The FSL sources 
also claimed that he had 
not have any regret for the 
brutal killing. 

The FSL team had a 
series of polygraph test 
spreading for a few days. 

He will now be taken for 
the narco-analysis test on 
5 December.  
A Delhi court recently 

gave its nod for conduct-
ing polygraph and narco-
analysis tests on Aaftab. 
Here is a part of polygraph 
test: 
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KHAZRI STRIKES 
AS TUNISIA BEAT 
DEFENDING CHAMPIONS 
FRANCE 1-0

10
U.S. SENATE PASSES 
HISTORIC BILL 
PROTECTING  
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

2
GUJARAT TOO WILL 
HAVE FREE ELECTRICITY 
FROM MARCH: PUNJAB 
CM MANN
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Delhi police on Wednesday registered a 
case against the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
candidate for the upcoming Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) elections, 
Joginder Singh, after a video of him bran-
dishing a revolver while dancing went 
viral on social media.

“A case has been registered under the 
Arms Act against a man named Joginder 
Singh alias Bunty, who is an AAP candi-
date for MCD polls from Ward 19, Swa-
roop Nagar, as he was seen in a viral video 
flaunting his revolver while dancing,” Del-
hi Police said in a statement. Officials said 
that they received the video clip through 
social media, in which a group of people 
were seen dancing.

“While one of them, wearing a yellow t-

shirt—which the police identified as AAP 
candidate Joginder Singh—took out a re-
volver, brandished it in the air and then 
pointed it out towards the camera while 
dancing,” the police said in the FIR. “On 
the basis of this, a case under section 25 
of the Arms Act 1959 has been registered 
against Joginder Singh at Swaroop Nagar 
police station.” police said.

Ahead of Delhi Municipal 
Elections on 4 December, 
Union Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri said on Wednes-
day that the housing scheme 
under “Jahan Jhuggi Wahan 
Makaan” will benefit around 
10 lakh people in Delhi.

“As per the census of 2011, 
the population of Delhi 
was 1.67 crore. When the 
next census comes then the 
population of Delhi will be 
more than 2 crore. For this 
population, our schemes 
that are currently going on 
include Jahan Jhuggi Wa-
han Makaan, under this 
there would be 10 lakh 
beneficiaries,” Puri said at 

a press conference today. 
While talking about another 
scheme called PM Uday, he 
said, “The scheme is for reg-
ularisation of unauthorised 
colonies which will benefit 
about 50 lakh people. The 
third scheme is land pooling 
which we started recently 
and as per our assessment 
there would be 75 lakhs ben-
eficiaries,” he added.

“So for the population of 2 
crores, 1.35 crore citizens of 
Delhi will benefit from our 
re-development plan. This 
is a broad outline,” the min-
ister said.

He further informed, “Cen-
sus 2011 indicated Delhi’s 
population as 1.67 crore. 
With around 2 crore citizens, 
it is now the world’s most 

populous urban agglomera-
tion (second only to Tokyo).
The population of Delhi in 
2041 is estimated to be 2.92 
crores.Delhi, the capital city 
of the world’s fifth largest 
economy is like a dynamic 
growing organism. ‘Sabka 
Vikas’ in the city is being 
assured by ensuring urban 
development through vari-
ous mechanisms”.

Talking about the master 
plan in the last stage, the 
Minister said, “Master Plan 
2041, which is in the final 
stages now, is going to be a 
visionary document to usher 
a new era of development of 
Delhi. It will have policies for 
the regeneration of existing 
colonies and development, 
Greenfield development 

through Land Pooling and 
Green Development Area 
policy and building modern 
infrastructure in Delhi. Ur-
ban Transport is the back-
bone of city infrastructure, 
therefore public transport 
connecting various parts of 
the city along with walkabil-
ity and cycling provisions 
are the enabling provisions 
in the forthcoming Master 
Plan of Delhi 2041”

AAP candidate booked for 
flaunting revolver while dancing

Farmers face Lathi charge outside 
CM Mann’s house in Sangrur

Around 10 lAkh people will benefit from 
our housing scheme in delhi: union minister

congress ‘bArrier’ in country’s 
development: up cm AdityAnAth

BJP will form govt with more than two-thirds 
majority: Ex-CM of Gujarat 

indiA on its wAy to end Aids epidemic

Gujarat too will have free 
electricity from March: 
Punjab CM Mann

Gujarat’s former Chief Min-
ister and Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leader on Tues-
day forecast the party’s win 
in state assembly elections 
by saying that the BJP will 
form the government with 
more than a two-thirds ma-
jority.

In an exclusive interview 
with the press, the former 
Gujarat CM said, “BJP is ful-
ly confident of winning the 
Gujarat elections, and the 
party will form the govern-
ment in the state with more 

than two-thirds majority,” 
adding that BJP will per-
form better this time than in 
the 2017 Gujarat elections. 
“The Bharatiya Janata Party 
will return to the helm for 
the seventh time. The 2022 
elections are different from 
previous elections as Con-
gress is struggling for its 
existence, which was very 
strong in 2017, due to the 
Patidar movement, and 
the Thakur Samaj move-
ment. Then independent 
candidate and Dalit activ-
ist Jignesh Mevani was also 
very active in the elections,” 
Rupani said. “Congress 

managed to win 77 seats in 
2017 and we halted at 99,” 
he added.

“This time the BJP will 
return to power as the State 
has not witnessed any move-
ment for five years, Patidar 
movement ended, many peo-
ple joined Bharatiya Janata 
Party, Hardik Patel himself 
joined BJP, more than 15 
Congress MLAs joined the 
BJP, Alpesh Thakur, spear-
heading the movement for 
Thakur community joined 
BJP,” former CM told the 
press. “The Congress Party 
is fighting for its existence,” 
he reiterated.

Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath on Tues-

day launched a scathing at-
tack on Congress, calling it 
a “barrier” to the country’s 
development.

Besides Congress, taking 
a jibe at Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) leader and Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal, 
Yogi said that the “namoo-
na” from Delhi, would use 
his “jhaadu” (party symbol) 
to “sweep away” everything 
the country has. Holding 
three rallies in the districts 
of Mahisagar, Anand, and 
Vadodara in poll-bound Gu-
jarat on Tuesday, Yogi said 
that while the BJP provides 
a guarantee of security, pros-
perity, progress, and public 

welfare, Congress acts as a 
barrier to the nation’s pros-
perity.

Hitting out further at the 
Congress party, the Chief 
Minister said, “Before 2014, 
Congress had spread mis-
trust, anarchy, and corrup-
tion in the country. People 
had lost faith in governance 
and administration. In such 
a situation, Gujarat, which 
was always a ‘companion in 
times of crisis’, gave politics a 
new identity by sending Nar-
endra Modi to Delhi.”

Criticizing previous gov-
ernments, he stated that 
business and religious pro-
grammes could not be held 
in Gujarat 20 years ago, 
there were riots all around 
and the youth were unem-
ployed; however, as soon as 
the government was formed 
under Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi’s leadership, 
Gujarat’s model became a 
model for the country today.

“The model of Gujarat 
moves on from being riot-
free and curfew-free to at-
taining the dream of a ter-
rorism- and naxalism-free 
India,” he said.

The Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister pointed out that 

India’s global prestige has 
shot up under Modi’s leader-
ship, adding that the country 
has defeated the UK, which 
ruled India for nearly 200 
years, to become the fifth 
largest economy and is also 
leading the G20, the group 
of 20 most powerful nations 
that control 80 percent of the 
world’s resources.

Attacking the Congress 
party for giving shelter to 
the rioters, Yogi stated, “The 
BJP views 135 crore people 
as a family, whereas the 
Congress party is concerned 
about the upliftment of its 
own family alone.”

“The water of Narmada 
was taken to every house 
and village. If the BJP gov-
ernment comes back to 
Gujarat, then free health in-
surance cover of Rs 10 lakh 
will be available. The gov-
ernment of Double Engine 
is working in your interest,” 
he said. Invoking Sardar 
Vallabh Bhai Patel in the 
Umreth assembly of Anand, 
Yogi said, “Anand was the 
‘karmbhumi’ of Sardar Patel. 
He is the architect of present-
day India. It was a challenge 
to merge 563 princely states 
into the Republic of India.”

fifA fever in 
kolkAtA 
There are no Brazilian 
football fans in India like 
the ones in Kolkata, the 
city of joy. As multiple 
teams fight it out for 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar, 
the north of Kolkata city 
has been converted into 
‹Brazil corner›. The area 
is covered with flags of 
Brazil and photographs 
of all the players of the 
World Cup football team. 
When the Brazilian 
embassy in New Delhi 
learned about Kolkata›s 
"Brazil corner," Ambas-
sador Andre Aranha 
Correa do Lago flew 
down to Kolkata to see it 
for himself. The ambas-
sador went straight to 
Girish Chandra Park in 
north Kolkata and greet-
ed the fans of the Brazil 
football team. He took 
photographs of the area 
and sent a special report 
to his country about the 
fans of Kolkata. The 
ambassador›s visit was 
widely publicised in the 
Kolkata press.

All eyes on 
venugopAl’s 
rAjAsthAn visit 
After Madhya Pradesh, 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra is 
set to enter Rajasthan 
within a few days. Before 
that, the factional fight 
between Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot and Depu-
ty Chief Minister Sachin 
Pilot is gradually taking 
an ugly turn. Concerned 
over the entire situa-
tion, the Congress High 
Command has decided 
to send AICC General 
Secretary K. C. Venu-
gopal to find a peace 
formula between the 
two leaders. Venugopal 
was initially reluctant to 
go to Rajasthan because 
he had announced that 
the decision to change 
the Chief Minister would 
be taken within two to 
three days. Now that two 
months have passed, he 
fears that Rajasthan’s 
legislators may cross 
him regarding his earlier 
statement. Before going 
to Jaipur, he took advice 
from both Sonia Gandhi 
and Priyanka about what 
to say regarding the 
leadership of the state.

why pmo needs 
foreign service 
cAdre
Three officers from the 
Foreign Service cadre 
have been appointed 
to the Prime Minister’s 
office as officers on 
special duty and in the 
rank of Joint Secretary. 
The PMO prefers to hire 
IFS over IAS in the office 
as the entire central 
government is currently 
preparing for the up-
coming G20 summit in 
September 2023, which 
will be chaired for the 
first time by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi. On 
a day-to-day basis, the 
PMO has to coordinate 
with the G20 secre-
tariat of India, located at 
Sushma Swaraj Bhavan 
in the capital. PMO has 
appointed Dr Deepak 
Mittal as OSD to PM, and 
two other IFS officers 
have been appointed.
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Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann said on 
Wednesday that the north-
west state will provide free 
electricity starting in March, 
expressing confidence in the 
Aam Aadmi Party’s victory 
in the Gujarat elections.

His remarks came while 
addressing a press confer-
ence in Ahmedabad. “AAP 
had promised in Delhi to 
give free electricity, at that 
time, opponents asked how 
you would do it, and we did 
it. The same was the case in 
Punjab. In Gujarat too, we 
will give free electricity to 
people from March,” said 
CM Bhagwant Mann.

He also highlighted that 
the people of Punjab will 
soon have zero electricity 
bills.

“I have got 25,000 bills in 
total. You can look into it.In 
Punjab, 61 lakh people have 
received zero bills from 75 
lac meters. By January, 71 
lakh people in Punjab will 
have no bills,” he added.

He also took a jibe at the 
Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) 
and said, “When I first 
came to Gujarat, I thought 
will get to learn something 
from the Gujarat model. The 
highways were okay, but 
as soon as we left the high-
ways, I got to see the real 
Gujarat model. We do not 
say we will give you 15 lac 
rupees in your account, we 
say, we will give benefits to 
people which will save their 
30000 rupees.”

He also slammed the op-
position and said, “We will 
form the government here 
in Gujarat. People say we 
are the B Team of the BJP, 
some say we are the B team 
of Congress. But, We are the 
‘A team’ of 130 crore people.”

The campaign for the first 
phase of Gujarat elections 
concluded on Tuesday, with 
the ruling BJP and other po-
litical parties making hectic 
efforts to woo voters on 89 
seats spread over 19 districts 
in Kutch, Saurashtra, and 
South Gujarat.

India is on its way to end-
ing the AIDS epidemic as a 
public health threat by 2030. 
The annual new HIV infec-
tions in India have declined 
by 48% against the global 
average of 31% (the base line 
year of 2010), and adult HIV 
prevalence (15-49 years) has 
declined since the epidemic’s 
peak in 2000.

The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) will com-
memorate World AIDS 
Day in 2022 with the theme 
“Equalize” and is calling on 
global leaders and citizens 
to boldly recognise and ad-
dress the inequalities that 

are holding back progress in 
ending AIDS and to equalise 
access to essential HIV ser-
vices.

In India, estimated adult 
HIV prevalence (15–49 
years) has declined since the 
epidemic’s peak in 2000, 
where prevalence was es-
timated at 0.55% in 2000, 
0.32% in 2011, and 0.21% in 
2021.

The northeastern region 
states have the highest adult 
HIV prevalence (2.70% in 
Mizoram, 1.36% in Naga-
land, and 1.05% in Mani-
pur), followed by the south-
ern states (0.67% in Andhra 
Pradesh, 0.47% in Telanga-
na, and 0.46% in Karnataka).

The estimated number of 

people living with HIV (PL-
HIV) is around 24 lakh. An-
nual New Infections (ANI) 
are estimated at 62,970 in 
2021 in India. There is an 
estimated 46.3% decline 
in ANI at the national level 
from 2010–2021.

In India, the number of 
AIDS-related deaths (ARD) 
is expected to be 41,970 in 
2021. A decline of 76.5% in 
ARD has been estimated 
at the national level from 
2010–21.

In the last decade, AIDS-re-
lated deaths in the Par Lakh 
population have decreased 
by 9.91 percent, while the 
total number of people liv-
ing with HIV (PLHIV) has 
decreased by 2.4 percent in 

the 1 lakh population.
According to Union Health 

Ministry sources, “the Na-
tional AIDS and STD Con-
trol Programme and Mission 
SAMPARK are more effec-
tive in controlling AIDS in 
the country.”

The National Toll-Free 
Helpline Number “1097” is 
the most effective IT tool to 
provide information, coun-
selling, referral, and feed-
back services regarding HIV/
AIDS to callers.

Ending the AIDS/HIV Epi-
demic: Progress So Far

The annual new HIV infec-
tions in India have declined 
by 48% against the global 
average of 31% (the baseline 
year of 2010).

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann waves to the crowd during the 
roadshow in Patan on Wednesday.

CM Yogi Adityanath during a roadshow in Gujarat.

implementAtion of ucc is required 
for country’s unity: vijAy rupAni
RAJKOT: Gujarat’s former Chief Minister Vijay Rupani 
on Tuesday backed the party’s decision to implement 
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in the state, saying that 
the UCC is necessary for the country’s unity just like the 
scrapping of Article 370 was in Jammu and Kashmir.
“I believe that there should be a uniform civil code. 
From Jana Sangh till today, our ideology has been that 
if India has to move forward, there should be only one 
law for every citizen, only then will the integrity of all of 
us be saved,” Vijay Rupani told the press. “There should 
be a common civil code, there should be one law, and 
there should be different laws for different religions,” he 
added. Rupani said, “The country is not benefiting from 
appeasement politics.”

DELHI DECIDES

MCD POLLS

Punjab Police on Wednesday 
resorted to a lathi-charge on 
members of the agriculture 
labour unions who were 
marching towards Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann’s 
residence in Sangrur over 
their various demands.

The farmers were holding 
peaceful protests on the high-
way when the baton charge 
took place. According to 
sources, some farmers have 
also been detained. Mean-
while, with Gujarat elections 
approaching, CM Mann and 

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal 
are busy campaigning there.

The farmers were holding 
protests over demands in-
cluding a hike in minimum 
wages to Rs 700 under the 
Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guar-
antee Act (MGNREGA), 33 
percent representation for 
Dalits in village cooperative 
societies, and enhancements 
to the land acquisition relief.

The demands also include 
compensation to the farmers 
for the deaths of their cattle 
due to lumpy skin disease, 
the release of reimbursement 
for their damaged crops, and 

the cancellation of FIRs for 
burning crop residue.

BJP leader Manjinder 
Singh Sirsa also slammed the 
AAP government in Punjab. 
He accused Kejriwal of using 
all the money from Punjab in 
the Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions.

“Kejriwal showed his 
true form by lathi-charging 
Punjab farmers sitting on 
dharna outside CM Bhag-
want Mann’s house. Instead 
of granting farmers’ rights, 
Kejriwal is weakening Pun-
jab by investing all of Pun-
jab’s money in promoting 
Gujarat.” he said. 

development in punjAb

on the radar

Gautam lahiri



ITV Network conducted a survey on Shraddha Murder Case, which 
has shocked the entire nation. The survey was conducted from 2 
November to 5 November on a sample size of 1270, which included 
1110 males and 160  females.

Q: Do you think Aaftab murdered Shraddha?

Q: Why would have Aaftab murdered Shraddha?

Q: Do you think Aaftab targeted Shraddha due to Love Jihad?

Q: Aaftab has destroyed all major evidence. Would he be 
punished?

Q: Do you think Aaftab would have targeted other girls like he 
targeted Shraddha?

Whatever happened 
took place in the heat of 

the moment and nothing 
was deliberate.
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YES

NO

NO
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Aaftab Poonawala in court.
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Six people died and 
15 were injured in a 
collision between a 

Roadways bus and a truck 
in the Tappe Sipah area of 
Bahraich, police said on 
Wednesday.

Station House Officer 
(SHO) Rajesh Singh con-
firmed that six people lost 
their lives in the incident 
that took place early on 
Wednesday. The injured 
have been sent to a hospital.

Police are present at the 
scene. The cause of the acci-

dent is yet to be determined.
District Magistrate Dr. 

Dinesh Chandra said that 
the bus was coming from 
Jaipur and going to Bah-
raich. In the morning, 

around 4:30 a.m., it collided 
with a truck coming from 
the wrong direction. Ac-
cording to the District Mag-
istrate, four of the 15 injured 
remain in critical condition, 

and proper arrangements 
are being made for their 
treatment.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath expressed grief over the 
deaths of people in the acci-
dent. He prayed for peace for 
the departed souls and ex-
pressed condolences to the 
families of the deceased. He 
also prayed for the speedy 
recovery of the injured.

The Chief Minister has di-
rected the officials of the dis-
trict administration to take 
the injured to the hospital 
immediately for their proper 
treatment.

As many as six members 
of a family, including three 
children, were killed and 
three suffered burn inju-
ries on Tuesday evening af-
ter a fire gutted a building 
in the Firozabad district of 
Uttar Pradesh.

According to the police, 
the deceased Raman Ku-
mar, an electronics and 

jewellery shop owner, used 
to live in the building that 
caught fire, along with his 
family of nine members. 

Prima facie, the cause of 
the fire that broke out in a 
building in Padham town, 
Jasrana area, under Firoz-
abad district, is believed to 
be a short circuit.

“Around 18 fire tenders 
from Agra, Etah, Mainpuri, 
and Firozabad and police 
personnel from 12 stations 

were immediately pressed 
into service after receiving 
an intimation of the inci-
dent,” Ashish Tiwari, SP 
Firozabad, said.

The injured were rushed 
to the hospital and are be-
ing treated.

Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath expressed grief 
over the loss of lives and 
directed officials to provide 
immediate assistance of Rs 
2 lakh to the kin of the de-

ceased.
Taking cognizance of 

the fire incident, the Chief 
Minister directed senior of-
ficials to reach the spot and 
get the relief work done at a 
speedy pace.

According to the Chief 
Minister’s Office (CMO), af-
ter praying for peace for the 
departed souls, the Chief 
Minister expressed his con-
dolences to the bereaved 
families.

iN uttaR pRadESh

lOSS Of lifE

cONMaN SuKESh caSE 

ScaMMONEY lauNdERiNg caSE

cM cONfiRMS 

iNvEStigatiON

Six dEad, 15 iNjuREd aftER 
buS cOllidES with tRucK 

6 charred to death in UP’s Firozabad, 
CM Yogi announces Rs 2 lakh ex-gratia

dElhi pOlicE gEtS 3 daY 
REMaNd Of piNKi iRaNi

Ed aRREStS buSiNESSMaN 
iN dElhi ExciSE caSE

hc allOwS 
MEhbOOba tO 
withdRaw 
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caSE

SwEaRiNg-iN Of NEwlY ElEctEd haRYaNa 
paNchaYat MEMbERS ON 3 dEcEMbER

CBI summon TRS 
Minister, MP to probe 
links to fake IPS Officer
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Truck after colliding with bus in Bahraich.

Pinki Irani was arrested on 
Wednesday by the Delhi 
Police’s Economic Offenses 
Wing (EOW) in connection 
with the investigation into 
the Rs 200 crore extortion 
case involving jailed conman 
Sukesh Chandrasekhar.

According to the police, 
Mumbai-based Pinky Irani 
is said to be a close aide of 
Chandrashekhar and to 
have introduced him to Bol-
lywood actor Jacqueline 
Fernandez. On Wednesday, 
Additional Sessions Judge 
Shailendra Malik of Delhi 
Patiala House Court sen-
tenced Irani to three days in 

police custody after noting 
the Delhi Police’s submis-
sions that the accused Pinky 
Irani used to portray herself 
as a business tycoon and that 
the accused was instrumen-
tal in facilitating certain Bol-
lywood personalities’ con-
tact with the main accused, 
Sukesh Chandrasekhar.

It is alleged that accused 
Pinky Irani has been instru-
mental in disposing of the 
amount of money extorted 
from the complainant and 
other sources.

R.K. Handoo, opposed the 
application on the ground 
that whatever facts have 
been mentioned in the re-
mand paper are exactly the 
same .

The Enforcement Director-
ate has arrested Amit Arora, 
Director of Buddy Retail Pvt. 
Ltd., in connection with the 
alleged Delhi Excise Pol-
icy scam, sources said on 
Wednesday.

The agency is expected to 
produce Arora in a special 
court here later today and 
seek his custody to question 
him in connection with its 

ongoing probe into the Delhi 
Excise Policy 2021–22 mon-
ey laundering case. Arora’s 
name is mentioned in both 
the ED and the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
cases as being accused along 
with Dinesh Arora, another 
director of Buddy Retail Pvt 
Ltd. Other accused named 
are Deputy CMManish Siso-
dia, the then Excise Commis-
sioner Arva Gopi Krishna, 
and Deputy Commissioner 
Anand Tiwari.

The oath-taking ceremony 
for newly elected sarpanch-
es and panches in Haryana, 
will be held on 3 December, 
2022.

Regarding this, the Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal, in-

teracted with thousands of 
Gram Sanrakshaks across 
the state through an audio 
conference from his resi-
dence here on Wednesday. 

Under the “Haryana Pan-
chayat Sanrakshak Yojana 
2021,” Class-I officers serv-
ing in various departments 
were nominated as Gram 

Sanrakshak, wherein the 
officers will ensure that the 
problems of the villagers 
are resolved and the holistic 
development of the village 
adopted by them is ensured. 

Cheif Ministerof Hary-
ana, Manohar Lal directed 
the Gram Sanrakshaks that 
they must reach their re-

spective allotted villages on 
3 December, 2022, and they 
will administer the oath to 
the elected representatives 
of Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions. 

Apart from this, they will 
also cooperate in the making 
and distribution of Chirayu 
cards on 10 December, 2022.

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) on Wednesday 
served notices to Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) Min-
ister Gangula Kamalakar 
and Rajya Sabha MP Vaddi-
raju Ravichandra after they 
were found allegedly associ-
ated with a fake CBI officer 
arrested from Tamil Nadu 
Bhawan in New Delhi.

CBI official confirmed that 
a CBI team arrived at TRS 
Minister Gangula Kamala-
kar’s residence in Karim-
nagar and served notices to 
the minister. Another CBI 
team has served notice to 
TRS MP Vaddi Raju Ravi-

chandra. “They have been 
called to join the investigation 
at CBI Delhi headquarters 
on Thursday morning. They 
will be questioned in a case 
of fake CBI officer arrested a 
few days back in Delhi who 
claimed himself a senior IPS 
officer and accepting undue 
pecuniary advantage from 
various persons in lieu of 
their work done,” he said.

On 28 November, the CBI 
arrested Kovvi Reddy Srini-
vas Rao of Chinnawaltair in 
Vishakhapatnam for imper-
sonating a joint director in 
the CBI. CBI had registered a 
case against a private person, 
on the allegations of imper-
sonating a senior IPS officer 
of the CBI.

iN thE cOuRtS
KERAlA HC DismissEs 
Pil sEEKiNG  
TimE-limiT ON PAssiNG 
Of bills by GOVERNOR
KOCHI: Kerala High Court on 
Wednesday dismissed the PIL seek-
ing to set a time limit for the Kerala 
governor to take a decision on the 
bills passed by the State Assembly.
While dismissing the PIL, the Court 
observed that “It’s not the court’s 
duty to fix a time limit to decide on 
bills by the governor and it’s for the 
legislature to do so.” A PIL was filed 
in the Kerala High Court seeking 
to set a time limit for the Kerala 
governor for taking a decision on the 
bills passed by the State Assembly. 
The PIL was submitted by an Aluva 
native, PV Jeevesh.

RE-iNVEsTiGATiON Of 
DEATH Of mAlAbAR 
CEmENTs OffiCiAl 
ORDERED 
KOCHI: The Kerala High Court 
on Wednesday ordered a re-
investigation of the case in which 
the former Company Secretary of 
Malabar Cements, Saseendran 
and his two sons died. The 
court asked CBI to complete the 
investigation within 4 months. 
It directed that every suspicious 
situation, should be examined in 
detail. Earlier the Court rejected 
the petition filed by Sanal Kumar 
seeking re-investigation. The High 
Court ordered a re-investigation 
considering the appeal filed 
against it.

HiGH COuRT DismissEs 
bAil PlEA Of ACCusED 
iN sHARON RAj  
muRDER CAsE
KOCHI: Kerala High Court on 
Wednesday dismissed the bail peti-
tion of the mother of a woman who 
is the prime accused in poisoning to 
death her partner after he allegedly 
refused to break up with her.
Sindhu, the mother of the accused 
greeshma, was arrested for al-
legedly abetting the crime and for 
destroying evidence in the case. 
greeshma was arrested on October 
31 after she confessed to having 
poisoned 23-year-old Sharon Raj 
with an Ayurvedic decoction and 
juice, as her marriage was fixed with 
another man.

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday allowed the 
withdrawal of the plea filed 
by former Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Meh-
booba Mufti challenging 
the vires of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA).

The Delhi High Court al-
lowed the withdrawal of 
the plea filed by former 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Mehbooba Mufti. 
On Wednesday, the Bench 
of Justice Satish Chander 
Sharma and Justice Sub-
ramonium Prasad allowed 
the withdrawal of the plea 
after noting Mufti’s lawyer’s 
submission that the client 
wished to withdraw the cur-
rent petition.

The plea was moved by the 
Mufti in March 2021.

Earlier, the Delhi High 
Court had refused to grant a 
stay on the ED notice against 
Mehbooba Mufti. Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta had 
appeared for ED, and the 
Union of India had submit-
ted that Mehbooba Mufti 
has to appear before the 
agency..

NOida authORitY bulldOzES  
30 illEgal faRM hOuSES

NOIDA: Farm houses were being built illegally on the 
Yamuna submergence area in Sector 151 of Noida, for 
which the Noida Authority was receiving complaints. On 
Thursday,  the Noida Authority team ran a “Pila Panja” on 
the illegal farmhouses being built there, in which a total 
of 30 farmhouses were demolished. Their market value 
in De Gaya is said to be more than 40 crores. Even before 
this, the Noida authority had run a bulldozer on an illegal 
farm house in the Yamuna submergence area of Noida.
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dElhi’S aiR 
qualitY REMaiNS 
‘vERY pOOR’ 
NEW DELHI: The onset of 
winter and deteriorated 
air quality meant that 
the national capital was 
seen covered in a layer 
of smog on Wednesday 
morning. The Lodhi Road 
and Akshardham area 
were reported to have 
visible smoke and fog. The 
Air Quality Index (AQI) in 
the national capital was 
recorded at 332, which 
comes under the ‘very 
poor’ category this morn-
ing as per the System of 
Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research 
(SAFAR) records. Earlier 
on 29 November, the air 
quality in the national capi-
tal continued to remain in 
the ‘very poor’ category 
as the SAFAR recorded 
Delhi’s Air Quality Index 
(AQI) at 346 on Tuesday 
morning.

iNtERNatiONal 
bORdER iS SafE 
aNd iNcidENt 
fREE: bSf ig 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR: 
The Border Security Force 
(BSF) has worked well 
and kept the international 
border incident-free 
despite several efforts 
of neighbouring regions, 
Inspector general BSF 
(Jammu frontier) DK 
Boora said on Wednesday. 
BSF Ig Boora was 
addressing a press 
conference, and said, 

“BSF has worked well and 
keeps borders incident-
free despite several 
efforts of neighbouring 
regions.” “In the last one 
year, we have kept border 
incident free. There have 
been attempts from the 
other side but we have 
kept the international 
borders secure,” he 
said. “There were seven 
attempts of infiltration at 
the border and all were 
foiled,” he pointed out.

activE pla cadRE 
appREhENdEd 
fROM MaNipuR
JIRIBAM: The security 
forces have apprehended 
one active cadre of the 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) from the Jiribam 
district of Manipur and 
informed the Indian Army 
on Wednesday. The PLA 
cadre was apprehended 
on November 28 in a joint 
operation by Inspector-
ate general Assam Rifles 
(East), under the aegis of 
the Spear Corps, Indian 
Army, and Manipur Police. 
The cadre has been 
handed over to the police 
for further investigation.

pOlicE aRRESt 
thREE pEOplE iN 
NagaON
NAgAON: Assam Police 
arrested three persons and 
recovered one 7.65 mm 
pistol and brown sugar in 
Nagaon district, the police 
said on Wednesday. Ac-
cording to the police, based 
on secret information, a 
police team of Nagaon Sa-
dar police station launched 
an anti-drugs operation 
at the house of a wanted 
drugs mafia named Rajat 
Ali alias Munna in the 
Mohkhuli area on Tuesday 
night. Junmoni Rabha, 
police Sub-Inspector of 
Nagaon Sadar police sta-
tion said that during the 
operation the police team 
recovered one 7.65 mm 
pistol with three rounds 
of ammunition, and 12.80 
grams of brown sugar 
from the house.





Police suspicious of Aaftab’s 
‘obedient’ behaviour
TDG NETWORK 
TOKYO

In another development 
in the Shraddha murder 
case, the police want to 

conduct the narco test of 
Aaftab Amin Poonawala 
at the earliest to find out if 
anything new is brewing in 
his mind. 

One of the investigators in 
the case told news agency 
that Aaftab is very clever 
and can anytime bring a 
new ‘twist’ to the case. He 
said Aaftab has completely 
obeyed what the police told 
him to do. He confessed his 

crime, co-operated with 
police, and agreed to the 
polygraph and narco 
test. But now the police 
have started feeling sus-
picious about his ‘good’ 
behaviour. 

Initially, Aaftab was try-
ing to misguide the Mumbai 
Police. But, once the case 
came under the jurisdiction 
of Delhi Police, he started 
confessing the whole crime. 
So, the police is suspecting 
this might be a part of his 
plans. 

Now, the police want to 
conduct Aaftab’s narco test 

at the earliest, so that every-
thing going on in his mind 
comes out to the police. The 
police also got the date of 
the narco test preponed to 
December 1 from December 
5, given by the court earlier. 

Earlier on Tuesday, Delhi 
Court gave permission to 
Delhi Police to conduct a 
narco test on the Shraddha 

Walker accused Aaftab 
Amin Poonawala on 1 De-
cember. 

Special CP (law and or-
der) Sagar Preet Hooda 
had said that Delhi Police 
will seek permission from 

the court for the test. Aaftab 
is accused of strangling his 
live-in partner Shraddha 
to death and chopping her 
body into 35 pieces. He is 
also alleged to have pre-
served the chopped body 
parts in a refrigerator be-
fore dumping them in for-
ested areas in Delhi and 
Gurugram. 

SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE

5nationthe daily guardian review
thursday |  01  december 2022

new delhi

Kashmir Files pushed 
into IFFI due to political 
pressure: Nadav Lapid
Israeli newspaper Ha›aretz, “Making bad films 
is not a crime, but this is a very crude, manipula-
tive and violent propaganda film.” He said he 
feels it’s his duty to speak his mind as a member 
of the international jury. 

“The truth is that I also couldn›t help but 
imagine a similar situation that might happen 
one day soon in Israel, and I would be happy 
that in such a situation the head of a foreign jury 
would be willing to say things as he sees them. 
In a way, I felt it was my duty to the place that 
invited me,” he added. 

Nadav further continued and said that The 
Kashmir Files was “pushed into the official 
competition” of IFFI. “We learned that the 
film was pushed into the official competition 
of the festival due to political pressure... I feel 
as a foreigner who arrives there, you have an 
obligation to say the things that the people who 
live there may have a harder time saying. In 
such contexts, I don›t believe in secrets and 
whispers. If you stand on stage and are asked 
to speak, what will you talk about? Only about 
the beaches, you saw and the food you ate?» 
he added.  Nadav, who admitted to not having 
‘enough’ knowledge about the Kashmir conflict, 
also claimed that ever since he spoke against 
the film, he received ‘hundreds of emails and 
messages’ from Indian film personalities who 
are ‘happy about it.’ 

“Since this is a film that the Indian govern-
ment encourages, I assume that the government 
there is not happy about it. But is a country only 
about its government? I assume not. What I 
said is not comfortable for the Government of 
India, nor for the government in the making 
in Israel, which the ambassador there repre-
sents,” he said.

Chinese security forces 
intensify patrol as mass 
protests continue
and filled the streets in several regions of China, 
the police in some places used surveillance tech-
niques to frighten those who were opposing the 
strict zero-Covid policy of the communist party. 
In some parts of China, protests have subsided 
due to the increased police presence, but strong 
demonstrations were seen in Shanghai, where 
demonstrators demanded the ouster of Xi two 
nights in a row. Tall barricades have entirely 
blocked the walkways on Urumqi Road, the 
major protest venue, making it nearly impos-
sible for masses to gather, according to CNN. 

The ongoing demonstrations are one of the 
largest uprisings the communist country has 
seen since the 1989 Tiananmen Square pro-de-
mocracy movement. Additionally, the response 
intended to disperse the ongoing protesters is 
probably going to make matters worse. 

China is in the middle of some of its fiercest 
protests against stringent Covid curbs in the 
country, with many memes, chants and catch-
phrases going viral. Several videos circulating 
on social media have shown crowds chanting 
the slogan 

“Communist Party step down, Down with Xi 
Jinping” in unison over a deadly fire in Urumqi, 
the capital of China’s Xinjiang region that has 
unleashed excessive public outrage, Inside Over 
reported. 

Large-scale protests in China, especially in 
Xinjiang, are rare, given the extensive blanket 
of high-tech surveillance measures authori-
ties have imposed on the region to quell what 
the government sees as separatist or extremist 
tendencies. 

Thousands of protesters took to the streets of 
Shanghai, where people were being bundled 
into police cars. Students have also demon-
strated at universities in Beijing and Nanjing. 
Shanghai’s 25 million people were put under 
lockdown for two months earlier this year, an 
ordeal that provoked anger and protest. Chinese 
authorities have since then sought to be more 
targeted in their Covid-19 curbs. But that effort 

has been challenged by a surge in infections 
as China faces its first winter with the highly 
transmissible Omicron variant. 

According to reports, civilian protests are on 
the rise in the country since a fire in the city of 
Urumqi led to the deaths of 10 people. Locals 
and onlookers blamed the incident on lockdown 
restrictions as they hindered the rescue process. 

First phase of polls in 
Gujarat today, record 
voting expected
cast their votes, he said.  Today is the first phase 
of elections in Gujarat in which voting will be 
held on 89 assembly seats. There are 2.39 crore 
voters in these 89 seats. Voting will be held at 
25,430 polling stations. 

The CEC said, “Preparations are complete, 
now is the time to call upon the voters to come 
out of their homes and vote. Participate in the 
festival of democracy, enjoy it and vote. Forces 
are deployed everywhere. A lot of monitoring 
is being done to ensure that the election is free 
from inducement. No other incident should 
happen.” 

Kumar said that in the entire election, there 
will be 182 booths which will be managed by 
PWDs only. There are 1,274 booths which will 
have only women employees. PWDs, women 
and senior citizens are such voters whom we 
should look at with equity, and equality and 
consider them as fully capable. “We are show-
ing empowerment towards them so that they 
become examples for all. They should be re-
spected everywhere in society.” 

Economy slows to 6.3% in 
July-Sep quarter
at current prices in Q2 2022-23 is estimated at 
Rs 65.31 lakh crore, as against Rs 56.20 lakh 
crore in Q2 2021-22, showing a growth of 16.2 
per cent as compared to 19 per cent in Q2 2021-
22,” according to the statement released by the 
ministry of statistics and programme imple-
mentation. 
The quarterly estimates of national accounts are 
indicator based and data sourced from various 
ministries/departments/private agencies serve 
as valuable inputs in the compilation of these 
estimates. 

According to the statement, the government 
will release quarterly GDP estimates for the 
quarter October-December, 2022 (Q3 2022-23) 
on 28 February 2023. 

Aaftab’s new girlfriend in 
shock, had no inkling of 
body parts kept in house
he often used to tell her about his Mumbai 
home. 

Aaftab and his new girlfriend came in 
contact through an online dating app. 
As per police, Aftab was in contact with about 
15 to 20 girls through different dating sites. 

During the course of the investigation, the po-
lice traced his Bumble app record and found 
out about a girl who had come in contact with 
Aftab through the app on 30 May, about 12 days 
after Shraddha’s murder. 

Aftab’s psychiatrist friend said that his behav-
iour seemed normal, even very caring and she 
said that she never felt that his mental state was 
not ideal. She also informed that Aftab had a 
collection of different varieties of deodorants 
and perfumes and he often used to give her 
perfumes as gifts. 

As per her, Aaftab used to smoke a lot of 
cigarettes and also used to roll his cigarettes 
himself but often used to talk about giving up 
smoking soon. 

She also claimed that Aftab was very fond of 
different types of food and often used to order 
non-vegetarian items from different restaurants 
at home and expressed his hobby about how 
the chefs decorate the food in the restaurant. 

As per police sources, Aaftab’s new partner is 
undergoing counselling as she was found to be 
in a state of shock following the emergence of 

the details of the Shraddha murder case. 
She came in contact with Aftab shortly after 

this painful murder.

Aaftab admits she 
murdered Shraddha during 
polygraph test

FSL expert: Did you kill Shraddha?
Aaftab: Yes
Expert: Was the murder
 took place on 18 May?
Aaftab: Yes
Expert: Did you throw the body parts in the 

forest?
Aaftab: Yes
Expert: Were you planning to kill Shraddha?
Aaftab: Yes
Expert: Do you regret killing Shraddha?
Aaftab: No
Expert: Did you bring Shraddha to Delhi with 

the intention of killing her?
Aaftab: Yes
Expert: Did your family know that you killed 

Shraddha?
Aaftab: No

France to work with 
India against Pak-based 
terrorists
The assurance came from French Defence Min-
ister Sebastien Lecornu during his meetings 
with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and NSA 
Ajit Doval, sources added.
India and France will work more closely at the 
UNSC and other global forums like FATF to 
ensure that New Delhi’s action aimed at coun-
tering terror activities emanating from Pakistan 
succeeds. “It will be ensured by France and In-
dia that no country like China is able to create 
any hurdle in blacklisting of Pakistan-based 
terrorists at UNSC. The past several attempts 
in this direction met with Beijing’s hurdles at 
the United Nations,” say sources.   
During the meeting between French Defence 
Minister and NSA, the issue of terrorism ema-
nating from Pakistan and Afghanistan figured 
prominently, sources said.  In their meeting in 
New Delhi this week, French Defence Minister 
Sebastien Lecornu and National Security Ad-
viser (NSA) Ajit Doval shared close assessments 
of major global and regional security issues and 
held a detailed discussion on close India-France 
cooperation in combating terrorism.
Worth mentioning here is that France was 
subjected to one of the deadliest Islamic State 
(ISIS) attacks on European soil in 2015 when 
gunmen killed almost 147 people in Paris and 
its suburbs. Paris has always been making ef-
forts aimed at combatting money laundering 
and terror financing. France has been quite vo-
cal against the terror groups operating from 
Pakistan’s soil. The French government has 
always sought concerted action against terror 
groups such as Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), Jaish-
e-Mohammed (JeM), Hizbul Mujahideen and 
al-Qaeda.
In different meetings in New Delhi, the French 
diplomats accompanying the defence minister 
elaborately discussing the ways to deal with 
terror threat from Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
sources told this newspaper. They were of the 
view that Pakistan must be told to bring the 
perpetrators of terror attacks in India and else-
where to justice speedily.   
What is important to recall is that Paris also 
played a key role in the sanctioning of JeM 
founder Masood Azhar by the Security Coun-
cil. More close coordination between Paris and 
New Delhi would be seen in sanctioning the 
other terrorists as and when the resolutions 
come up at UNSC, sources said.
Sources said that France and India have agreed 
to intensify counter-terrorism partnership, ex-
panding the bilateral cooperation on security 
front.  The French minister not only supported 
India’s stance that terrorism is one of the most 
serious challenges to global peace and security 
but also reaffirmed France’s allegiance to per-
sisting as India’s foremost partner in its path 
towards strategic autonomy, sources said.

AIIMS server down for 8 
days
for suspension for breaching cyber security. 
According to the sources, “The sanitizing pro-
cess started, earlier it was 15 but now 25 out of 
50 servers and more than 400 endpoint com-
puters have been scanned. Antivirus uploading 
has also been started for future safety.” 
On Tuesday, the AIIMS also issued a statement 
that the e-Hospital data has been restored. “The 
eHospital data has been restored on the servers. 
Network is being sanitized before the services 
can be restored. The process is taking some time 
due to the volume of data and large number of 
servers/computers for the hospital services. 
Measures are being taken for cyber security.” 
“All hospital services, including outpatient, in-
patient, laboratories, etc. to continue to run on 
manual mode,” it further said, adding that the 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) has also 
joined the investigation. “The India Computer 
Emergency Response Team (CERT-IN), Delhi 
Police, Intelligence Bureau, Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) and Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) representatives are already prob-
ing the incident,” sources said. 
The internet services after the recommenda-
tions from the investigation agencies will re-
main blocked in AIIMS Delhi. 

DMK to SC: CAA arbitrary 
as it excludes Sri Lankan 
Tamils
only six religions--Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, 
Parsi and Christian Communities and expressly 
excludes Muslim religion. 
Filing an affidavit before the Supreme Court in 
its plea challenging the CAA, DMK said that 
even while considering religious minorities, 
the Centre keeps such Tamils of Indian origin 
who are presently staying in India as refugees 
after fleeing from Sri Lanka due to persecution.
The Act is “against Tamil race” and keeps out 
the similarly placed Tamils who are residing in 
Tamil Nadu from the purview of the Act, it said. 
“The impugned Act ignores the reality that for 
several decades Tamil refugees who have settled 
in Tamil Nadu are deprived with fundamental 
rights and other rights due to non-citizenship 
and due to non-naturalisation and the im-
pugned Act does not provide for any reasons 
to exclude them,” stated the affidavit filed by 
organising secretary R.S. Bharati, the governing 
party of Tamil Nadu. 
“Being stateless, they have been denied of 
employment in the government services or 
in organised private sectors, the right to hold 
property, right to vote, enjoyment of govern-
ment benefits received by the citizens and oth-
ers despite there being an agreement for the 
same,” it added. 
Due to such an ambiguity, they are forced 
to stay in camps where they are often ex-
ploited having no prospects of security 
in future, said the DMK in its affidavit. 
“The lack of jobs, access to basic rights and ame-
nities has left these refugees handicapped and 
distraught. These refugees who arrived at the 
country of their origin i.e. India with the hope 
that the Indo-Sri Lankan agreements will pro-
tect them from the ensuing persecution so that 
they could have brighter future, discrimination 
free environment, better standards of life are 
now in far worse state than before. The requests 
for citizenship by these Tamil refugees who have 
spent years in refugee camps have fallen on deaf 
ears of the Centre,” it added. 
It said that the reasons for their fleeing from 
Sri Lanka have not changed as many displaced 
persons escaped their country due to the large-
scale violence and unsafe circumstances and 
came to India hoping for a better future. 
The party has also said that the Act introduces 
a completely new basis for the grant/non-grant 
of citizenship on the grounds of religion, which 
“destroys the basic fabric of secularism”. 
The Act deliberately keeps away Muslims 
who had suffered persecution in the six 
countries and therefore it is highly discrimi-
natory and manifestly arbitrary, said DMK. 

Sanctions-hit Russia turns 
to India for 500 products
what was conveyed by New Delhi to Russia 
during the visit. 
India has not joined Western countries in open-
ly criticizing Moscow for the war in Ukraine. 
New Delhi has sharply increased purchases of 
Russian oil that have cushioned it from some of 
the impacts of sanctions. Jaishankar said India 
needed to boost exports to Russia to balance 
bilateral trade, reported Reuters. 
An industry source in Moscow, who declined to 
be named because of the sensitivity of the issue, 
said Russia’s Ministry of Industry and Trade 
asked large companies to supply lists of raw 
materials and equipment they needed. 
The source added that further discussion 
would be needed to agree on specifica-
tions and volumes and that the outreach 
was not limited to India, reported Reuters. 
Russia’s Ministry of Industry and Trade and 
the Indian foreign and commerce minis-
tries and the prime minister’s office did not 
immediately respond to requests for com-
ment.  Western sanctions have crippled sup-
plies of some crucial products in Russia. 
Airlines are experiencing an acute shortage 
of parts because almost all planes are foreign-
made. Car parts are also in demand, with global 
automakers have left the market.  A source in 
Russia’s car sales industry said the trade min-
istry had sent a list of car parts needed to corre-
sponding ministries and state agencies in other 
countries, including India, reported Reuters. 
The list of items from Russia, which runs to 
nearly 14 pages, includes car engine parts like 
pistons, oil pumps and ignition coils. There is 
also demand for bumpers, seatbelts, and info-
tainment systems. 
For aircraft and helicopters, Russia requested 
41 items including landing gear components, 
fuel systems, communication systems, and fire 
extinguishing systems, life jackets, and aviation 
tyres, reported Reuters.  Also on the list were 
raw materials to produce paper, paper bags and 
consumer packaging and materials and equip-
ment to produce textiles including yarns and 
dyes, according to the document reviewed by 
Reuters.
 

China doesn’t want India to 
closely partner

“The PRC seeks to prevent border tensions 
from causing India to partner more closely with 
the United States. PRC officials have warned 
U.S. officials to not interfere with the PRC’s re-
lationship with India,” Pentagon said in a report 
titled “Military and Security Developments In-
volving the People’s Republic of China (PRC).” 

Since April 2020, India and China have had 
several rounds of diplomatic and military level 
meetings on the situation along the Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC), in the India-China border 
areas.  India has repeatedly said that bilateral 
relations cannot be normal unless the border 
situation is and added that if China disturbs 
the peace and tranquillity in border areas, it 
will impact the relations further. 

“Since the 2020 clash, the PLA has 
maintained continuous force presence 
and continued infrastructure build-up 
along the LAC,” the Pentagon report said. 
On the “Operational structure and activities on 
China’s periphery,” the US report said the PRC 
continues to refine military reforms associated 
with the establishment of theater commands, 
based on its perception of peripheral threats. 

The Western Theater Command, oriented 
toward India and counterterrorism missions 
along China’s Central Asia borders, is geograph-
ically the largest theater command within the 
PRC and is responsible for responding to con-
flict with India and terrorist threats in western 
China, the report said.  According to Pentagon, 
PLA units located within the Western Theater 
Command include 76th and 77th Group Armies 
and ground forces subordinate to Xinjiang and 
Xizang Military Districts; three PLAAF bases, 
one transportation division, and one flying 
academy; and one PLARF base. 
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The Allahabad High Court on 
Wednesday fixed 5 December 
for next hearing on the mosque 
committee’s plea challenging 
the Varanasi court verdict.

The Gyanvapi mosque man-
agement committee concluded 
its argument on Wednesday on 
its plea challenging a Varanasi 
court order on the maintain-
ability of the case filed by five 
Hindu women who sought 
permission to offer regular 
prayers to idols of deities in the 
mosque compound.

In the court of Justice J.J. 

Munir on Tuesday, senior ad-
vocate SFA Naqvi, on behalf 
of the petitioner Anjuman 
Intezamia Masjid Committee, 
said that the worship of Shrin-
gar Gauri was not being done 
regularly. It has been happen-
ing only once a year.

Senior advocate SFA Naqvi, 
appearing for the Anjuman 
Intezamia Masjid Committee, 
said that the order of the dis-
trict court of Varanasi in the 
matter relating to the right to 
regular worship at Shringar 
Gauri in Gyanvapi campus has 
been passed without consider-
ing the legal aspects. 

Bengaluru Police on Wednes-
day arrested a man, who 
killed his live-in partner af-
ter a heated argument in the 
Horamavu area of the city. 

The deceased has been 
identified as Krishna Kumari, 
a resident of Nepal. Krishna, 
who was a beautician by 
profession, was killed after 
her live-in partner Santosh 
Dhami banged her head 
against the wall following a 

heated argument on Wednes-
day. 

According to the police, 
both were living together 
for the past several years. 
“A woman Krishna Kumari, 
was killed by her live-in 
partner Santosh Dhami as 
he banged her head against 
the wall after a heated argu-
ment, in Horamavu in Beng-
aluru,” said Bheemashankar 
S Guled, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP), East 
division, Bengaluru.

ANOTHER DATE GRUESOME 

ASHISH SINHA
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

Gyanvapi case hearing 
on 5 December 

MAN KILLS LIVE-IN 
PARTNER AFTER HEATED 
ARGUMENT, ARRESTED



6 nation the daily guardian review
thursday |  01  december 2022
new delhi

‘that’s not the way’

Telangana Governor 
Tamilisai Soundara-
rajan on Tuesday ex-

pressed her anguish at the 
way Y.S.R. Telangana Party 
president Y.S. Sharmila 
was arrested and said that 
whatever the political back-
ground or ideology, women 
leaders and women cadres 
need to be treated in a more 
dignified and respectful 
way.

“Governor Dr Tamilisai 
Soundararajan has ex-
pressed concern over the 
developments and the con-
sequent arrest of Y.S.R.T.P 
president and former chief 
minister late YS Rajashek-
har Reddy’s daughter YS 
Sharmila,” the Raj Bhavan 
said in a statement.

The Governor said that the 
visuals of towing away of 
her car, when she was inside 
the car, was disturbing.

“The Governor expressed 
anguish at the way Sharmila 
was arrested and expressed 
concern about her safety 
and health condition. The 
visuals of towing away of 
her car, when she was inside 
the car, were disturbing,” as 
per the statement.

“Dr Tamilisai Soundarara-
jan stated that whatever may 
be the political background 
or ideology women leaders 

and women cadres need to 
be treated in a more digni-
fied and respectful way,” the 
statement added.

Later, the YSR Telangana 
Party president was released 
on conditional bail after a 
day-long political drama in 
Telangana.

Sharmila was detained 
by the Hyderabad Police 
when she was approaching 
Pragati Bhavan, the official 

residence of Chief Minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao. 
She was detained from 
Somajiguda and brought to 
S.R. Nagar Police station in 
Hyderabad.

Before Sharmila was 
detained, police towed away 
her car with the help of a 
crane, even as she was sitting 

inside it protesting against 
the Telangana CM K.C.R.

After being brought to SR 
Nagar Police Station, the 
police forcefully broke open 
the car door and got her out 
of the vehicle. She was then 
taken to the police station 
along with some of her 
followers.
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telangana governor ‘ConCerneD’ 
over sharmila’s ‘manner of arrest’

YS Sharmila being detained (File photo)

Dignity for all

telangana gives 
out pensions to the 
vulnerables unDer 
aasara sCheme 

The K. Chandrashekhar 
Rao-led Telangana govern-
ment is providing pensions 
to the vulnerable sections 
of society under the ‘Aasara 
Pension’ scheme with a view 
to ensuring a secure life with 
dignity for all the poor.

Pensions are being provid-
ed to widows, the elderly, the 
differently abled, and many 
others with a view to ensur-
ing a secure life with dignity 
for all the poor.

Special RO of Asif Nagar 
Mandal, Mohan, said, “The 
new cards of all the old pen-
sioners have been given to 
the local corporator. The 
cards are given to everyone, 
including widows, the elder-
ly, and handicapped people. 
We have given all the cards 
to the local corporators, and 
they are sending us details 
of how many cards were 
distributed. We have also 
distributed the cards to new 
pensioners. A few cards that 

did not have complete infor-
mation are also being dis-
tributed after collecting the 
required data. “

He further added, ”We 
have got around 25,000 
cards from old pensioners. 
We have distributed it to 
area-wise corporators. The 
corporators have told that 
they’ll distribute it and send 
the reports immediately. We 
thank Chief Minister KCR 
for helping all the people 
through these pensions.”

Rajamma, a beneficiary, 
said, “I receive Rs 2000 
per month. I am getting the 
money from the KCR gov-
ernment. I did not receive 
any money before that. I am 
contended with whatever I 
receive. The people will be 
happy if all those who need 
the pension get it.”

Notably, the government of 
Telangana is also providing 
financial support to the Dalit 
community under the ‘Dalit 
Bandhu Scheme’ by giving 
financial aid of Rs 10 lakh to 
Dalit families
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ragging Case 

ConneCtivity 

finanCial irregularityDamage 

Dibrugarh university 
suspenDs three 
hostel warDens

4g towers improve 
ConneCtivity in sukma 

vijay DeverakonDa’s film ‘liger’ 
unDer eD’s sCanner 

Wild elephant chases off people in 
Assam, video goes viral

Days after a first-semester 
postgraduate student of 
jumped off his hostel build-
ing after allegedly being 
fed up with being ragged, 
the authority of Dibrugarh 
University on Wednesday 
suspended three wardens of 
the hostel of the varsity.

Dr Jiten Hazarika, Vice 
Chancellor of Dibrugarh 
University, said, “Three war-
dens have been suspended. 
We will appoint three new 
wardens, and the process is 
on.”

Earlier in the day, police 
had said that they had ar-
rested one more accused in 
the case.

Police said that the arrest-
ed accused has been identi-
fied as Subhrojyoti Baruah, 
a political science student 
in his third semester. They 
have also detained another 
student identified as Newar 
for interrogation, officials 
said.

Anand Sharma, an M. 
Com. student of the state-
run Dibrugarh University, 
allegedly jumped off the sec-
ond floor of his PNGB hostel 
building on 27 November.

In a bid to connect remote 
areas of the state with the fa-
cility of a 4G network, new 
mobile towers have been in-
stalled at 13 places in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Sukma district in 
the last seven months.

These mobile towers were 
constructed to provide com-
munication services in areas 
that mobile networks could 
not previously reach. The 
towers were installed after a 
survey was conducted by the 
Universal Service Obligation 
Fund under the direction of 
the district administration.

Officials said that the tower 
was first installed in Gidma-
nala in the month of May. 

After the installation of this 
tower, the sensitive villages 
of Konta block, namely, Min-
pa, Elmagunda, and Nagal-
gunda, have been equipped 
with the facility of 4G net-
work. Presently, Atkariras, 
Kumakoleng, Pondum, Ch-
ingavaram, Pakela are also 
availing the facility of 4G 
network.

E-District Manager Mo-
hammad Shahid said, “The 
survey work is going on by 
the Universal Service Obli-
gation Fund to improve the 
network system. There are 
plans to upgrade 26 cur-
rently operational 2G and 
3G towers to 4G in the near 
future along with setting up 
53 new 4G towers.”

The Enforcement Director-
ate questioned actor Vijay 
Deverakonda on Wednes-
day in connection with the 
funding of the film ‘Liger’. 
According to sources, Vijay 
was questioned in a case 
related to an alleged FEMA 
(Foreign Exchange Manage-

ment Act, 1999) violation.
Vijay was recently seen in 

‘Liger’ alongside Ananya 
Panday. The film revolves 
around a young guy, Liger 
(Vijay) and his widowed 
mother, who have come 
from Telangana to Mumbai 
because she wants to see her 
son become a national MMA 
(Mixed Martial Arts) cham-
pion.

 
A wild elephant was seen chasing off 
people at the Rongjuli area in Assam’s 
Goalpara district. The incident took 
place at Rongjuli Kahibari Allibari area 
in the lower Assam district on Tuesday 
evening. In the video, the wild elephant 
was seen chasing off people in a paddy 
field of the area.

According to locals, a herd of wild el-
ephants came out from a nearby jungle 
area and took shelter in the area in 

search of food.
A local resident said that there are 

around 40 wild elephants in the herd 
and the herd damaged paddy crops in 
the area. “The herd of elephants have 
damaged several bighas of paddy crops 
in the area. We are now helpless,” the 
villager said.

Sarat Das, Forest Range Officer, 
Rongjuli said that around 70 wild el-
ephants are currently taking shelter in 
different parts under Rongjuli Forest.
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new inDuCtion 

bone of Contention 

Officials appeal for 
vaccination against measles 

Tamil Nadu to induct new 
1,000 diesel buses                    

bommai urges rajnath singh to 
hanDover ‘DefenCe Control’ lanD

Taking note of the rising 
cases of measles in Malap-
puram, the Indian Academy 
of Paediatricians stepped in 
and appealed for vaccination 
amid the reportedly alarm-
ing hike in the cases. The 
officials said that the Malap-
puram district was the worst 
hit.  “As of now, all states are 
facing a measles outbreak. In 
Kerala, Malappuram is the 

most affected. 160 cases of 
measles reported in the dist. 
So far, there hasn›t been any 
mortality due to measles in 
the district,» said Dr Jose 
Ouseph, State President of 
the Indian Academy of Pe-
diatrics, Kerala.

His remarks came in the 
wake of the declining rate of 
immunisation for measles 
after the pandemic.

«There is a chance of it 
spreading in the coming 
days. So, we›re pushing for 

maximum vaccination cov-
erage in the affected areas,» 
Dr Jose added. On November 
24, The World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) and the 
US Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
on Wednesday (local time) 
said that measles immuni-
sation had dropped signifi-
cantly since the coronavirus 
pandemic began, resulting 
in a record high of nearly 40 
million children missing a 
vaccine dose last year.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Wednesday said 
it will purchase 1,000 new 
custom-built BSVI diesel 
buses to replace old ones for 
a total cost of Rs 420 crore.

The state government said 
the Tamil Nadu State Trans-
port Undertakings will in-

duct these new buses -- each 
costing Rs 42 lakh -- which 
are also Bharat Stage VI 
Emission Standards (BSVI)-
compliant.

Earlier, M. K. Stalin, the 
Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu, made an announce-
ment in the state assembly.

These buses will replace 
the overage buses of the 
six Tamil State Undertak-

ings, namely TNSTC (Vil-
lupuram), TNSTC (Salem), 
TNSTC (Coimbatore), TN-
STC (Kumbakonam), TN-
STC (Madurai), and TNSTC 
(Tirunelveli). 

As the Institute of Road 
Transport (IRT) is the nodal 
agency for procurement, 
IRT is permitted to act for 
the procurement of these 
buses.

                
Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavraj Bommai on Tues-
day met Union Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh in Delhi 
and requested the latter to 
hand over 732.24 acres of 

land, under defence control, 
to Karnataka.

Karnataka CM said, 
“732.24 acres of land at Tu-
kamatti village in Belagavi 
district belongs to the state 
government but under the 
control of Ministry of De-
fence, without which it has 

not been possible to take up 
any development works in 
the district.”

“Suitable directions may 
be issued to the authorities 
concerned to hand over that 
land to the deputy commis-
sioner of Belagavi district,” 
CM urged Rajnath Singh.
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laurels 

Kashmir artisans 
bag six National 
level awards

Handicraft artisans from 
Kashmir have brought lau-
rels to the valley by bagging 
two Shilp Guru and six na-
tional-level awards in differ-
ent craft categories.

“The Shilp Guru Awards 
are given to master crafts-
persons in recognition of 
excellent craftsmanship, 
product excellence, and the 
role played by them as gurus 
in the continuance of crafts 
to other trainee artisans as a 
vital part of traditional heri-
tage,” said a statement from 
the Department of Informa-
tion and Public Relations in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The awards were started 
in 2002, to celebrate the 
Golden Jubilee of the resur-
gence of handicrafts in India. 
The award consists of a gold 
coin, Rs 2 lakh prize money, 
a tamrapatra, a shawl, and a 
certificate. 

The National Level Awards 
have been given since 1965 
for outstanding craftsman-
ship in different craft cat-

egories. The award consists 
of Rs 1 lakh prize money, a 
tamrapatra, a shawl, and a 
certificate.

The Shilp Guru awards 
were conferred by Vice Pres-
ident, Jagdeep Dhankhar, 
while the National Level 
awards were conferred by 
the Union Minister of Tex-
tiles, Commerce, and Indus-
try, Piyush Goyal, at Vigyan 
Bhawan.

The award categories were 
announced for the year 2017, 
2018 and 2019 amidst an au-
gust gathering that included 
officers from the office of 
Development Commissioner 
Handicrafts.

Addressing a gathering 
after presenting the Shilp 
Guru and National Awards, 
the Vice President said that 
the unique talent of our mas-
ter craftsmen is representa-
tive of Bharat. “With your 
subtle workmanship, you 
embellish and enrich In-
dia’s cultural diversity. You 
represent India’s rich tradi-
tion of skills and craftsman-
ship,” he told the Shilp Guru 
awardees.
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top of the day

man bookeD for 
molesting girl 
in mp
TiKaMgarH: a man was 
booked for allegedly mo-
lesting a girl in Nandish-
war colony in Madhya 
pradesh’s Tikamgarh. The 
incident occurred on 27 
November and it was cap-
tured by the CCTV camera 
installed in the colony. 
in the video, a man on a 
bike was spotted making 
obscene gestures to a girl 
walking on the road. after 
the incident, the residents 
of the locality handed over 
the footage to the Kotwali 
police. The local residents 
also claimed that the man 
had committed as many 
as four incidents of moles-
tation and snatching with 
different women in the 
colony on the same day. 

assam to 
observe 
Development 
fortnight from 
5 DeCember
SilCHar: The assam 
government will observe 
‘development Fortnight’ 
from 5 december to 8 
december. during this 
period, the works of vari-
ous development projects, 
schemes worth rs 15,000 
crore will start in several 
districts of the state. The 
decision was taken during 
the state cabinet meeting 
held in Silchar in barak 
Valley under the chair-
manship of Chief Minister 
Himanta biswa Sarma. 
Sarma said that the state 
cabinet has decided to add 
10.57 lakh new beneficia-
ries under the orunodoi 
Scheme. 

up to ConDuCt 
massive 
Cleanliness 
Drive from 
thursDay
luCKNow:  To turn uttar 
pradesh into a cleaner 
and greener state as en-
visioned by Chief Minister 
yogi adityanath, a massive 
cleanliness drive under 
the Swachh bharat Mis-
sion urban will be organ-
ised throughout the state, 
covering 750 civic bodies 
in 75 districts for 75 hours 
starting 1 december. 
under the sanitation cam-
paign, there is a plan to 
convert ‘garbage Vulner-
able points’, the ‹sensitive 
sites› in terms of garbage 
collection in about 750 
civic bodies of the state, 
into clean places.

man arresteD 
for molesting 
minor girl in 
mumbai 
MuMbai: Two men al-
legedly tried to molest 
a minor girl in Mumbai 
while she was returning 
home from tuition on 
Tuesday. The incident took 
place at Mumbai’s amboli 
police station. according 
to the police, the minor 
girl was on her way home 
after finishing her tuition 
classes in a rickshaw with 
her female friend when 
two men started chasing 
them in a car. The men 
then stopped the rickshaw 
in the middle of the road 
and put a currency note 
on the bag of the victim 
sitting in the rickshaw. 
a phone number was 
written on the note. after 
going home, the victim 
gave this note to her father. 
Her father lodged a com-
plaint at the nearest police 
station. 

TDG NETWORK
Kabul

ySr Telangana party chief Sharmila’s mother, y.S. Vijay-
amma, on Tuesday hit out at the TrS-led state govern-
ment and termed the detention and towing of Sharmila 
while she was sitting inside the car as ‘inhuman behav-
iour’.
“it’s very unfortunate and distressing, the opposition 
questions the elected government on behalf of the people. 
when we questioned, they burned the buses, vandalised 
cars, and tore the flexes, which is not right. The authorita-
tive power of the government is not permanent, god also 
doesn’t support this act,” Vijayamma said, adding that the 
repercussions by the government when the opposition 
questions are inhuman.

‘inhuman behaviour’: 
vijayamma on Detention 

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar with an awardee. 
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Marriyum Aurang-
zeb, Pakistan’s 
Information Min-

ister, announced the ap-
pointment of Lt. Gen. Syed 
Asim Munir Shah as the 
new Chief of the Pakistani 
Army on Twitter. He will 
take charge over the incum-
bent, General Qamar Ba-
jwa, after a stalemate over 
the new selection. His ap-
pointment comes at a time 
when Imran Khan, the for-
mer Prime Minister of Paki-
stan, has survived an assas-
sination attempt, relations 
between the civil-military 
are at an all-time low, and 
the morale of the Pakistani 
Army is the lowest.

One of the questions that 
comes up is will the rise to 
the helm of Lt. Gen. Munir, 
also known as “Mullah Gen-

eral”—known for his ability 
to recite the Holy Quran by 
heart—change Pakistan’s 
chronic civil-military rela-
tions? Will his selection 
lead to ensuring stability in 
India-Pakistan relations? 
Or does his religious fun-
damentalism affect deci-
sions made in terms of the 
Pakistan Army? Thus, it is 
essential to understand this 
before analysing this ap-
pointment.

ASIM MUNIR, 
FORMER ISI CHIEF
It is rare for someone who 
has served as an ISI chief to 
become an Army Chief in 
Pakistan. General Ashfaq 
Kayani, who was the Army 
Chief from 2008 to 2013, 
is perhaps the only other. 
Lt. Gen. Munir Shah previ-
ously served as the Chief of 
Inter-Service Intelligence 
(ISI), Pakistan’s premier in-
telligence gathering agency. 
He was at the helm of affairs 
when the Pulwama terror-
ist attacks killed 44 CRPF 
personnel and during the 
negotiations to release fight-
er pilot Group Capt Abhi-
nandan Varthaman.

Due to a disagreement 
with former Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan, Lt. Gen. 

Munir’s tenure as Direc-
torate General ISI was cut 
short. He had played a key 
role in bringing to light the 
corrupt practices that led 
to his ouster, making him 
the shortest ISI Director 
General in the history of 
Pakistan. But he is known 
to be friendly with Gen-
eral Bajwa and the most se-
nior officer in the running, 
which helped him get the 
job. Lt. Gen. Munir, unlike 
other senior officers and 
appointees who have risen 
to the rank of Pakistan’s ISI 
chief, did not get any train-
ing from the United States 
or the United Kingdom. He 
has previously served as the 
defence attaché to the diplo-
matic post in Saudi Arabia.

CHALLENGES 
BEFORE MUNIR
It would be interesting to 
see how he will act with 
the pro-Imran Khan fac-
tions since his appointment 
comes at a rough political 
time and the Pakistani Ar-
my’s morale is at the lowest. 
During his time in office, 
General Bajwa did a lot of 
important things for India, 
like negotiate a ceasefire at 
the Line of Control and re-
duce cross-border violence, 
though that was compen-
sated through drones bring-
ing in weapons and drugs.

Some significant challeng-
es for Lt. Gen. Munir Shah 
would be the continued 
terrorist activities within 
Pakistan by TTP (Tehreek-i-
Taliban) and other freedom 
fighting groups in Balo-
chistan and Khyber-Pakh-

tunkhwa. They have been 
garnering support from the 
local public, leading to the 
Pakistani Army being on 
the back foot in these states.

On the Afghan border, 
the Taliban’s victory has 
not reaped the dividend it 
expected Pakistan would. 
Moreover, the Taliban’s re-
fusal to acknowledge the 
Durand Line has opposed 
Pakistani activities along 
the fence, leading to more 
challenges to the Pakistani 
Army in the region. It is 
called one of the most dan-
gerous borders in the world 
from a geopolitical and geo-
strategic point of view. Due 
to these fault lines, there 
have been frequent skir-
mishes between Taliban-led 
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
on the borders. 

There  is  barely  any 
warmth in the connection 
and almost little commu-
nication between the two 
sides at the moment like 
previously when Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
made a surprise stopover 
in Lahore to meet his coun-
terpart, Nawaz Sharif. Now, 
the communication be-

tween both parties is purely 
strategic, professional, and 
void of any sentiment.

Historically speaking, In-
dia and Pakistan have had 
intense engagement in the 
past—discussions, Paki-
stan enabling terror attacks, 
breakdown of discussions, 
new government; and re-
peat. This led to New Delhi 
understanding that talking 
to Pakistan for permanent 
peace is a fool’s errand and 
with the rise of India in the 
subcontinent, the priority 
for India is China—which 
has been hostile in its ac-
tions.

MUNIR SHAH 
AND INDIA
Therefore, Lt. Gen. Asim 
Munir Shah comes with 
ambiguity for India, having 
served as Commander of 
the ‘Northern Forces’; both 
these posts were focused 
on India. With him at the 
helm, it would be doubtful 
if he would keep the words 
of his predecessor of tactical 
restrain against India and 
respecting the ceasefire bro-
kered at the LoC or ramp 
up terror activities in the 
neighbourhood.

Even with his closeness 

with General Bajwa, one 
cannot presume that he 
shares his predecessor’s 
view on India-Pakistan 
relations since General Ba-
jwa’s tenure was a mixed 
bag for India. With the im-
portant landmark of bro-
kering a ceasefire deal with 
India, it is said that Lt. Gen. 
Munir had coordinated 
with his counterpart on the 
Indian side, NSA Ajit Doval.

Finally, it has been an In-
dian experience that having 
religiously minded men at 
the helm of such positions 
in the Pakistani Army has 
“not been good” for India. 
Given the current situation 
in Pakistan, Lt. Gen. Munir 
cannot afford to look soft on 
India; he will be a hardline 
chief to the core. Therefore, 
with time, we will know 
how the appointment of Lt. 
Gen. Munir plays out for In-
dia and how his religious af-
filiation affects the already 
strained relations between 
India and Pakistan.
Arpan A. Chakravarty is a Re-
search Officer at The Peninsula 
Foundation, a research-based 
think tank in Chennai. His re-
search interests include law, 
national security and foreign 
affairs.

What India can expect from 
new Pakistan army chief
Given the current situation in Pakistan, Lt. Gen. Asim Munir cannot 
afford to look soft on India; he will be a hardline chief to the core.

HERMAPHRODITISM

PAK TERROR ACTIVITIES

In a 196-page report titled, “Military and Security 
Developments Involving the People’s Republic of 
China 2022”, which the Pentagon presented to 
the US Congress, India finds several mentions in 
the context of the threat that China’s aggressive 
military policies pose to India’s territorial integrity. 
At one place the report mentions, “PRC officials 
have warned U.S. officials to not interfere with 
the PRC’s relationship with India.” This is quite 
telling, for it shows that China is rattled about the 
burgeoning defence and economic relations be-
tween India and the US, which may prove to be a 
deterrence for China’s expansionist and economic 
policies. In fact this week’s Yudh Abhyas military 
exercise—the 18th edition—between India and the 
US is taking place at Auli in Uttarakhand, inside 
100 km of India’s border with China. The signifi-
cance of the location wouldn’t have been lost on 
China. While expressing irritation about India-
US relations, China forgets that, but for its ma-
levolence, its aggression, its attempts to keep India 
hyphenated with Pakistan, but for the existential 
threat it poses to India, the latter would not have 
looked at partnering with like-minded countries 
to try and ensure that it can live in a relatively safe 
neighbourhood. As for the US, given China has set 
itself the goal of dethroning the US and becoming 
the world’s sole superpower by the middle of the 
century, and that too by malign means, it shouldn’t 
come as a surprise that the US should try and build 
counters to China. And there is no better candi-
date for this than India, with its size, its human 
resources, its growing military and economic clout 
and its footprint across the globe.

There is no harm in countries aspiring to be a 
superpower and a world leader, but the prob-
lem starts when a totalitarian state like China 
harbours imperialist ambitions and makes it its 
goal to remake the 
world with Chi-
nese Communist 
characteristics. The 
muzzling of free 
speech, systematic 
persecution of eth-
nic groups, waging 
a political warfare 
on the world, debt-
trapping poor coun-
tries while exploit-
ing their resources, 
crippling the world 
by unleashing a 
deadly virus on it 
are not qualities 
that make a coun-
try a world leader. 
One of the several 
things that work in 
the US’ favour is its 
enormous soft pow-
er, which has the 
whole world, ironi-
cally, even China 
aspiring to have that 
sort of influence. But China does not have it. For in-
stance, however might the Chinese hope for it, the 
Mandarin language will never become the lingua 
franca of the world, the way English is. China does 
not understand its limitations—rather it lives in an 
alternate reality fuelled by dubious history, where 
half of Asia is Chinese territory because of a couple 
of sentences mentioned in a book written centuries 
ago. And this even as it tries to bring back the era of 
the Middle Kingdom where the Chinese emperor 
rules and the vassal states pay tributes.

Ironically, but for US help, China wouldn’t be-
come the economic powerhouse it is at present. If 
China is the world’s manufacturing hub, it is be-
cause the US, and to an extent Japan, helped it be-
come the behemoth it currently is. The US hoped, 
even as recently as during Barack Obama’s presi-
dency, that the economic mainstreaming of China 
would make it a more open country, mindful of 
human rights and values, but that did not happen.

Trading with China comes with the risk of it 
dumping low-cost, low-quality products on its 
trade partners. India’s trade deficit with China 
is in the region of $75 billion, while the US has a 
trade deficit of around $45 billion with India. It’s 
but natural that India will want to strengthen its 
trade partnership with the US. Even otherwise, it 
is primarily in the US that all the high-end tech-
nical and other innovations are taking place and 
India needs a strong partnership with the US to get 
access to that. In fact, India must decouple from 
China and however painful it might prove to be 
initially, supply chain resilience has to be achieved. 
China has a problem with India-US relations be-
cause it is afraid of having a global military and 
economic powerhouse right on its borders. But it 
need not have been like this. The 21st century was 
supposed to be the Asian century, with China and 
India building it together. But China wanted it to 
be the Chinese century and the consequences of 
that are there for all to see. The problem is in the 
nature of the beast. China does not admit that.

Joyeeta Basu

PERSPECTIVE
RATTLED

INDIA-US RELATIONS 
IRRITATE CHINA

In 2014, the Supreme Court 
of India in National Le-
gal Services Authority vs 
Union of India, (2014) 5 SCC 
438, declared that the hijra 
community will be consid-
ered to be a third gender for 
the first time after the Bhoo-
rah case. This judgment has 
given gender identification 
to the hijra community, 
but till now, they are facing 
gender discrimination be-
cause of their medical dis-
ability. To understand their 
disability first, we have to 
know about the hermaph-
rodite condition. Hermaph-
rodite is a medical condi-
tion that makes the third 
gender different from other 
genders and transgender 
and it’s the only reason be-
hind the plight of the third 
gender which they are fac-
ing for time immemorial. 
Hermaphroditism is the 
condition of having both 
male and female reproduc-
tive organs. Conditions 
that involve discrepancies 
between external genitalia 

and internal reproductive 
organs are described by the 
term “intersex”. Intersex 
conditions are sometimes 
also referred to as disor-
ders of sexual development 
(DSDs). Such conditions are 
extremely rare in humans. 
In true gonadal intersex (or 
true hermaphroditism), an 
individual has both ovar-
ian and testicular tissue. 
The ovarian and testicular 
tissue may be separate, or 
the two may be combined 
in what is called an ovotes-
tis. So, it’s a disorder related 
to sexual development. 
In India, people suffering 
from hermaphroditism are 
known as Hijra or Kinnar 
or third gender and it is not 
considered a disability un-
der The Persons with Dis-
abilities (Equal Opportuni-
ties, Protection of Rights 
and Full Participation) Act, 
1995. The Persons with Dis-
abilities (Equal Opportuni-
ties, Protection of Rights 
and Full Participation) Act, 
1995, was enacted in India 
to bring persons with dis-
ability into the mainstream 
of society but the disability 
of the third gender was not 
considered to be a ground 
of discrimination. But, one 
thing that we as a society 
and lawmakers fail to un-
derstand is that it’s the med-
ical condition of the third 
gender that has led them to 

be marginalized in society 
over a long period, and this 
continues. Unfortunately, 
society has branded the 
hijra community or third 
gender as outcasts. It is im-
portant to understand and 
accept the fact that they are 
different from other gen-
ders only because of their 
medical condition. This 
condition has not only to 
affect them physically, but 
mentally too and that can be 
proved by the fact that even 
after getting the status of the 
third gender one can hardly 
find a gender-neutral wash-
room in schools, colleges, 
workplaces, or any public 
place for third-gender even 
there is no separate cells in 
prisons for the third gender. 
This shows the discrimina-
tion towards them. Recently 
for the first time, National 
Academy of Legal Studies 
and Research (NALSAR), 
Hyderabad, has become the 
first gender-neutral institu-
tion in India. But a third-
gender person will go to a 
higher institution only after 
the completion of higher 
secondary schools. Thus, 
there is a need for gender-
neutral schools first. Like 
any other person, they have 
a legal right to equal pro-
tection under the Indian 
Constitution. In 2016, the 
government of India being 
a signatory member of the 

United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities enacted 
The Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 
2016. This new Act has re-
placed the old Disability 
Act of 1995. In this Act, to-
tal of 21 kinds of disability 
have been included and one 
such disability is Acid at-
tack victims. Even under 
this Act, the Central gov-
ernment has the power to 
add more disabilities to it. 
But in this Act, the medical 
conditions of the third gen-
der have not been included. 
In legal scenarios, we say 
that no person by birth is a 
criminal, but for the third 
gender, we considered them 
as a born beggar. Till now 
we have failed to consider 
their plight. The British 
government through the 
Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 
declared the third gender 

group as by birth crimi-
nal. From here actually, the 
plight of the third gender 
people changed. The third-
gender people before the 
British government enjoyed 
a respected position in our 
society, but over time, so-
ciety started treating them 
like criminals—they were 
forced to beg on the streets, 
and in some cases, they 
were even forced to become 
prostitutes for their liveli-
hood. Till now, even after 
the NALSA judgment, their 
plight remains the same. 
For many of us till now they 
are born beggars. Normally 
we never tried to interact 
with them when they come 
to us for begging. None of 
us will say that we have ever 
asked their actual name 
also. Because for us their 
name is “hijra” or “chakka”. 
It’s their name that we have 
given to them. This shows 
our mentality towards 
them. We call a child by the 
name “Chotu” if we don’t 
know his name personally, 
but for the third gender, it’s 
“chakka” or “hijra”. Some-
where we forget to consider 
their pain for being neglect-
ed in our society for such a 
long time. They have been 
struggling for their basic 
fundamental rights. For 
many, “Kanchana”, a movie 
from the Tamil industry, 
that was released in 2011 is 

a horror or comedy movie 
but for me, it’s the reality of 
a third-gender fight for edu-
cation, respect, and status in 
society. This movie shows 
how from birth, their suf-
fering started. Another im-
portant thing to highlight 
here is that it was only in 
the 2011 census first, third- 
gender populations were 
calculated separately for the 
first time. Giving them the 
identity of the third gender 
is not sufficient unless and 
until we accept them in our 
mainstream. The true mo-
tive of the Disability Act 
will be achieved only when 
every person gets an oppor-
tunity for nation-building. 
Law will be applied equally 
for equal people and not 
too unequal. The third gen-
der is different from us in 
terms of medical aspects; 
so they should get the ben-
efit of the Disability Act of 
2016. To bring the third 
gender community into the 
mainstream of society, The 
Rights of Persons with Dis-
abilities (RPwD) Act, 2016 
may be amended to include 
them under the Act because 
of their disability of identifi-
cation and the social stigma 
they are facing in society 
from time immemorial.
Dr Pyali Chatterjee is Head 
of the Department, Faculty of 
Law, ICFAI University, Rai-
pur.

Social discrimination: Time to discuss the 
gender disability of the Third Gender
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It has been an Indian experience that 
having religiously minded men at the 
helm of the Pakistani Army has not 
been good for India. With time, we 
will know how Asim Munir’s religious 
affiliation affects the already strained 
relations between India and Pakistan.

It’s the medical 
condition of the 
third gender that 
has led them to be 
marginalized in 
society. Society 
has branded the 
hijra community 
as outcasts.

Lieutenant General Asim 
Munir.

Trading with China comes 
with the risk of it dumping 
low-cost, low-quality 
products on its trade 
partners. India’s trade 
deficit with China is in 
the region of $75 billion, 
while the US has a trade 
deficit of around $45 
billion with India. It’s but 
natural that India will 
want to strengthen its 
trade partnership with 
the US. Even otherwise, it 
is primarily in the US that 
all the high-end technical 
and other innovations are 
taking place and India 
needs a strong partnership 
with the US to get access 
to that. In fact, India must 
decouple from China 
and however painful it 
might prove to be initially, 
supply chain resilience 
has to be achieved.
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Sansera Engineering 
Limited vs Deputy Commis-
sioner, Large Tax Payer Unit, 
Bengaluru observed and has 
held that while making claim 
for rebate of duty under Rule 
18 of the Central Excise Rules, 
2002, the period of limitation 
which is being prescribed un-
der Section 11B of the Central 
Excise Act, 1944 shall have 
to be applied and has to be 
applicable.

The bench comprising of 
Justice MR Shah and Justice 
MM Sundresh observed and 
has approved the view taken 
by the Bombay High Court in 
the case of Everest Flavours 
Ltd. v. Union of India and has 
also overruled the contrary 
decisions of the High Court of 
Madras, the Allahabad High 
Court, Rajasthan High Court 
and the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court.

In the present case, the 
High Court of Karnataka 
upheld the order passed by 
the Deputy Commissioner, 
Large Tax Payer Unit, Ben-
galuru, wherein rejecting 
the claim of the Sansera En-

gineering Limited for rebate 
on the ground that the claim 
was barred by time or limita-
tion prescribed under Section 
11B of the Central Excise Act, 
1944

Before the Apex Court, the 
issue raised was whether 
the claim for rebate of duty 
provided under Rule 18 of the 
Central Excise Rules, 2002, 
the period of limitation which 
is being prescribed under 
Section 11B of the Central 
Excise Act, 1994 shall be ap-
plicable or not?

It has been stated that as 
per Section 11B(1) of the Act, 
any person claiming refund 
of any duty of excise (which 
includes the rebate of duty 
as defined in Explanation 
(A) to Section 11B of the Act) 
has to make an application 
for the refund of such duty 
to the appropriate author-
ity before the expiry of the 
period of one year from the 
relevant date and only in 
the form and manner as it 
may be prescribed. Further, 
it has been stated that as per 
Explanation (A) to Section 
11B, “refund” includes “the 
rebate of duty” of excise. The 
contention raised by the ap-

pellant was that in Rule 18 of 
the 2002 Rules and notifica-
tion dated 6.9.2004, there is 
no mention to the applicabil-
ity of Section 11B of the Act 
and that the claim for rebate 
of duty under Rule 18 is dis-
tinct and different than that 
of the claim for refund of duty 
under Section 11B of the Act.

The bench observed that 
merely because in Rule 18 of 
the 2002 Rules, which is an 
enabling provision for grant 
of rebate of duty, there is no 
reference to Section 11B of the 
Act and/or in the notification 
dated 6.9.2004 which is is-
sued in exercise of powers 
conferred by Rule 18, there 
is no reference to the applica-
bility of Section 11B of the Act, 
it cannot be stated that the 
provision contained in the 
parent statute, namely, Sec-
tion 11B of the Act shall not 
be applicable, which other-
wise as observed hereinabove 
shall be applicable in respect 
of claiming for rebate of duty.

It has been observed by the 
court that a subordinate legis-
lation cannot be interpreted 
in a manner such that the 
parent statute may become 
nugatory or otiose.

IN COURT

Limitation Period U/Section 
11B Central Exercise Act 
applicable to claims for 
rebate of duty U/Rule 18 
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IN COURT

The Supreme Court in the 
case Ramesh Chandra Gupta 
vs State of U P observed that 
the criminal proceedings can 
be quashed when the com-
plaint on the basis of which 
FIR was being registered and 
does not disclose any act of 
the accused or the participa-
tion of accused in the com-
mission of crime. 

In the present case, an FIR 
was lodged against the ac-
cused and a charge sheet was 
filed under Section 420, sec-
tion s467, section 468, section 
a471, section 504, section 506, 
section 448, section 387 of 
the Indian Penal Code, 1860.

In an appeal, the bench 
comprising of Justice Ajay 
Rastogi and Justice CT Ravi-
kumar observed and has 
noted that the High Court 

has not examined as to what 
being the complaint and how 
the present accused are, in 
any manner which is to be 
concerned with the so-called 
alleged commission of crime.

However, the court then 
referred to the guidelines 
which are issued in the case 
State of Haryana and Others 
v. Bhajan Lal and Others in 
relation with the following 
categories:

(3) Where the uncontro-
verted allegations made in 
the complaint or FIR and 
the evidence being collected 
in support of the same for not 
disclosing the commission of 
any offence and make out a 
case against the accused.

(5) Where the allegations 
made in the complaint or 
FIR are so absurd and inher-
ently improbable on the basis 
of which no prudent person 

can ever reach a just conclu-
sion that there being a suffi-
cient ground for proceeding 
against the accused.

The court while allowing 
the appeal stated that a bare 
perusal of the complaint 
on the basis of which FIR 
came to be registered at 
the instance of the de-facto 
complainant or the second 
respondent for not disclosing 
any act of the present appel-
lants or their participation in 
relation to the commission of 
crime. Thus, they are neither 
being concerned with the 
registered sale deed dated 
04.05.1977 nor the later sale 
deed executed in favour of 
the de-facto complainant by 
Shravan Kumar Gupta dated 
22.12.2018 and neither be-
ing in the possession of the 
subject property nor are par-
ties to the civil proceedings 

and it is not the case of the 
complainant that either the 
appellants have played any 
active or passive role either 
in scribing the document or 
are facilitators or witness to 
the document in reference 
to which the complaint has 
been made for cheating and 
for committing forgery or 
having being played any role 
in delivery of possession of 
the subject property in ques-
tion...What it is appearing to 
the court is that the de-facto 
complainant has implicated 
the present appellants who 
are being the members of the 
family to put pressure for 
obtaining possession of the 
subject property and to settle 
the civil dispute which is be-
ing pending between Vinod 
Kumar Gupta, Shravan Ku-
mar Gupta and the de-facto 
complainant.

CRImINal PROCeedINgs CaN Be QUashed WheN 
COmPlaINT/FIR dOes NOT dIsClOse aNy aCT/
PaRTICIPaTION OF aCCUsed IN CRIme
TDG NeTwork

The Supreme Court in 
the case Mukesh Ku-
mar vs State of Bihar 

observed that it is the duty of 
State Government and Phar-
macy Council to see that the 
hospitals or medical stores 
etc., are not being run by 
the fake pharmacist and are 
only run by the registered 
pharmacist.

The bench comprising of 
Justice MR Shah and Justice 
MM Sundresh observed 
while restoring a Public 
Interest Litigation before 
the Patna High Court that 
raised this issue that run-
ning of the dispensaries or 
hospitals in absence of any 
registered pharmacist and/
or running of such hospitals 
by fake pharmacist and even 

running of the medical stores 
by fake pharmacist and even 
without any pharmacist 
will ultimately affecting the 
health of the citizen.

In the present case, a Public 
Interest Litigation has been 
filled by one Mukesh Kumar 
before the Patna High Court 
in which he alleged that in 
various Government Hospi-
tals, the persons who are not 
being a registered Pharma-
cist are not being allowed for 
discharging the function of a 
Pharmacist. The plea alleged 
that at some places even the 
Clerks, Staff Nurse etc. have 
been assigned with the duty 
or to be performed only by a 
registered Pharmacists. The 
high disposed of the pleas 
wherein recording the sub-
mission that the Bihar State 
Pharmacy Council consti-
tuted a fact finding com-

mittee and its report which 
is already forwarded to the 
State Government. It has also 
been clarified by the court 
that only such those persons, 
who are eligible and fulfil the 
requisite conditions, can be 
registered with the Bihar 
State Pharmacy Council.

The Apex Court observed 
during the previous hearing 
of the Special leave petition 
against this judgement ob-
served and has stated that 
by permitting the fake phar-
macists to run the medical 
stores and/or functioning, it 
will also be playing with the 
life of the citizens. It was ob-
served that the state ought 
to have been vigilant to stop 
and curb the fake pharma-
cists.

The bench while dispos-
ing of the appeal observed 
that the writ petition filled 

raised a very serious griev-
ances which are touching the 
life and health of the citizen. 

The bench stated while 
allowing the appeal and re-
storing the PIL before the 
High Court that running of 
the hospitals or dispensaries 
in absence of any registered 
pharmacist and/or running 
such hospitals by fake phar-
macist and even running of 
the medical stores by fake 
pharmacist and even with-
out any pharmacist will ul-
timately affect the health and 
life of the citizen. The Bihar 
State Pharmacy Council 
and the State Government 
cannot be permitted to play 
with the health and life of the 
citizens.

However, the court directed 
the High Court to call for an 
detailed report or counter 
from the State of Bihar and 

Bihar State Pharmacy Coun-
cil on (i) how many Govern-
ments’ hospitals/hospitals, 
the medical stores, the pri-
vate hospitals are being run 
either by fake pharmacist 
or without registered phar-
macist (ii) whether the State 
Government taking any 
action on the fact-finding 
committee report submit-
ted by the Bihar State Phar-
macy Council which was 
being reported to forward 
to the State Government. iii) 
whether there being any fake 
pharmacists as it is alleged in 
the writ petition iv) any ac-
tion which is taken by the Bi-
har State Pharmacy Council 
and the State Government 
against such fake pharma-
cist; (v) In the entire State of 
Bihar, whether the Pharma-
cy Practice Regulations, 2015 
are being followed or not.

IN COURT

Supreme Court restores PIL before 
Patna High Court: ‘Fake pharmacists 
running hospitals/medical stores affect 
citizens’ health’
TDG NeTwork

The Kerala High Court in the 
case Sindhu v. State of Kerala 
observed and has dismissed 
the plea seeking Bail moved 
by Greeshma’s mother Sind-
hu, who being one of the ac-
cused booked for the murder 
of Sharon Raj.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Viju Abraham passed 
the order.

The court reasoned that 
being at the initial stage, this 

court is dismissing it for the 
time being.

In the present case, it has 
been stated by the prosecu-
tion that Greeshma, who 
is the prime accused in the 
murder case poisoned Sha-
rona, a 23-year-old radiology 
student, who has died due to 
organ failure, 11 days after 
consuming of an Ayurvedic 
preparation that she had al-
legedly being spiked with 
pesticide. Thus, they were in 
a relationship for over a year. 

It was observed that the 
mother of Greeshma’s was 
arrested for allegedly abet-
ting the crime and for de-
stroying the evidence in the 
case. Besides the two women, 
Nirmmalakumaran Nair, 
the brother of Sindhu, who 
is also an accused in the case.
Advocates S. Mohammed 

Al Rafi and Thajuna Maria 
Francis moved the applica-
tion seeking bail.

However, in the bail appli-
cation, a 52-year-old Sindhu 

and 62-year-old Nirmalaku-
maran Nair, averred that the 
only allegation made against 
them is that they destroyed 
evidence by removing the 
bottle containing the poison-
ous liquid and that the inves-
tigation has reached its final 
stage and there is no need for 
their continued detention. 

Accordingly, the court dis-
missed the bail application, 
for the time being, wherein 
stating that the investigation 
is in the initial stage.

IN COURT

KeRala hIgh COURT dIsmIsses BaIl 
aPPlICaTION OF gReeshma’s mOTheR: 
shaRON mURdeR Case
TDG NeTwork



Republic of Korea was designated as 
India’s Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) partner for development 
cooperation in October, 2016. This is 
the first project funded by EDCF loan by 
the Government of Republic of Korea.
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The Labour Bureau, an 
attached office of the 
Ministry Labour and 

Employment, has been com-
piling Consumer Price Index 
for Industrial Workers every 
month on the basis of retail 
prices collected from 317 
markets spread over 88 in-
dustrially important centres 
in the country. The index is 
compiled for 88 centres and 
All-India and is released on 
the last working day of suc-
ceeding month. The index 
for the month of October, 
2022was released today

The All-India CPI-IW for 
October, 2022 increased by 
1.2 points and stood at 132.5 
(one hundred thirty two point 
five). On 1-month percentage 
change, it increased by 0.91 
per cent with respect to pre-
vious month compared to an 
increase of 1.30 per cent re-
corded between correspond-
ing months a year ago.

The maximum upward 
pressure in current index 
came from Food & Bever-
ages group contributing 0.76 
percentage points to the total 
change. At item level, Rice, 
Wheat, Wheat Atta, Buf-
falo Milk, Poultry/Chicken, 
Cauliflower, Cabbage, On-
ion, Potato, Tomato, Peas, 
Chillies dry, Biscuits, Vada, 
Idli, Dosa, Cooked Meals, 

Tea cup, Doctor’s fee etc. are 
responsible for the rise in in-
dex. However, this increase 
was largely checked by Apple, 
Banana, Fish fresh, Palm Oil, 
Mustard oil, Cotton seed Oil, 
Sunflower Oil, Chillies Green, 
Brinjal, Orange, French Bean, 
Electricity Domestic etc. put-
ting downward pressure on 
the index.

At centre level, Ludhiana 
recorded a maximum in-
crease of 3.6 points. Among 
others, 4 centres recorded in-
crease between 3 to 3.4 points, 
14 centres between 2 to 2.9 
points, 29 centres between 
1 to 1.9 points and 25 centres 
between 0.1 to 0.9 points. On 
the contrary, Doom-Dooma 
Tinsukia and Haldia record-
ed a maximum decrease of 1.3 
points each. Among others, 
2 centers recorded decrease 
between 1 to 1.2 points, 8 cen-
tres between 0.1 to 0.9 points. 
Rest of three centers index re-
mained stationary.

Year-on-year inflation for 
the month stood at 6.08 per 
cent compared to 6.49 per 
cent for the previous month 
and 4.52 per cent during the 
corresponding month a year 
before. Similarly, Food infla-
tion stood at 6.52 per cent 
against 7.76 per cent of the 
previous month and 2.20 per 
cent during the correspond-
ing month a year ago.

Y-o-Y Inflation based on 
CPI-IW (Food and General)

The arrangement between 
Government of India and 
Government of Republic of 
Korea regarding the Eco-
nomic Development Coop-
eration Fund (EDCF) loan of 
Korean Won 245.081 billion 
(approx. Rs. 1,495.68 crore) 
for Establishment of Intel-
ligent Transport System 
on Nagpur-Mumbai Super 
Communication Express-
way Project was signed here 
today.

The objectives of the 
project are to enhance the 
efficiency in traffic man-
agement through establish-
ment of the Intelligent Traf-
fic Management System 
(ITMS) and traffic centre, 
to improve the efficiency in 

toll management through 
the establishment of the Toll 
Collection System (TCS) and 
to establish a sustainable 
model of ITS and its O&M 
through transfer of technol-
ogy from the Republic of 
Korea.

Republic of Korea was des-
ignated as India’s Official 
Development Assistance 
(ODA) partner for develop-
ment cooperation in Octo-
ber, 2016. This is the first 

project funded by EDCF 
loan by the Government of 
Republic of Korea.

The bilateral relationship 
between the two countries 
was upgraded to ‘Special 
Strategic Partnership’ in the 
year 2015. This further con-
solidates and strengthens 
the Special Strategic Part-
nership between India and 
Republic of Korea.

[Exchange Rate : 100 Won 
= Rupees 6.12]

T h e  M i n i s t e r  f o r 
Communications, Electronics 
& Information Technology 
and Railways, Ashwini 
Vaishnaw has said that 10 
million additional jobs can 
be created in the electronics 
and Business Processing 
(BPO) sector in the coming 
two years, given the strides 
the start-up sector is making 
in the country.

While inaugurating the 
National Level Start-up 
Initiative organized by 
the Software Technology 
Park of India (STPI) and 
Electronics and Computer 
Software Export Promotion 
Council (ESC), here today, 
the Minister said that the 
electronics sector alone 
could create additional jobs 
between 2.5 - 3 million and 
the BPO sector could make 
available 8 million jobs 
in the coming two years, 
which will be a substantial 
addition to the existing level 
of employment.

Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw 
referred to three megatrends 
that are unfolding in the 
country as envisioned 
by the Prime Minister, 
Shri  Narendra  Modi . 
Foremost among them is 
determination to emerge 
as the technology leader 
powered by the country’s 
talent pool, ingenuity, high 
level of computer literacy, 
and commitment to excel. 
“We have now an ecosystem 
that gives importance to 
merit and talent, that can 
power innovations and 
disruptions,” he said, adding 
that such a dispensation 

never existed before. There 
is a visible drive to proliferate 
frontier technologies in areas 
like telecom, electronics, 
railways, and other related 
areas to help India to emerge 
as a technology leader. 

Next  in  importance, 
the Minister said, is the 
manufacturing segment 
which is witnessing the 
mindboggling number of 
innovations, particularly in 
the mobile telephone system 
where India has become 
a major exporter now as 
against a net importer a few 
years ago. “It’s a marvellous 
achievement which we 
are trying to emulate in 
other segments including 
railways, chemicals, power 
and semiconductor” he 
said, adding that a lot of 
R&D efforts are currently 
underway to Fasttrack 
technological excellence in 
various segments.

Diversity is another trend 
that is discernible now, the 
Minister observed. This 
is achieved by digitally 
connecting tier 2 and 3 cities 
so that entrepreneurship can 
be nurtured from these cities 
to widen the bandwidth of 
the development. Of the 64 
digital hubs that have been 
implemented, 54 are in small 
cities and towns, which will 
have a remarkable impact 
on the proliferation of start-
ups in the country. Earlier, 
welcoming the delegates, 
the Chairman, ESC, Shri 
Sandeep Narula explained 
the rationale of the ESC-
STPI start-up initiative. 
13+ State Conclaves were 
organized covering Andhra 
P r a d e s h ,  K a r n a t a k a , 
Punjab, U.P., Rajasthan, 
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, 
Gujarat, Haryana, West 
Bengal, Maharashtra, New 
Delhi, and Odisha. After 

scrutiny by the Knowledge 
Partner – Grant Thornton 
(GT), around 300 Start-ups 
were invited to join these 
State Conclaves against 
700+ nominations received. 
Now, the Jury at the national 
level will select 40 start-ups 
after a rigorous process of 
filtering to participate at the 
US exposure meeting for 
building industry linkages, 
interface with venture 
capitalists, etc. to be held on 
10-11 January 2023.

Shri Narula underscored 
the need for developing an 
Indian model of start-ups 
sensitive to the country’s 
needs, which should not give 
too much focus on valuation 
but on sustainability leading 
to inclusive growth.

Shri  Ar vind Kumar, 
Director General, STPI 
while explaining various 
schemes initiated by STPI, 

said that presently the 
start-up infrastructure in 
the country is considerably 
toned up. There are facilities 
for funding and mentoring 
start-ups. The government 
policies also have been start-
up and MSME friendly. 
For instance, he said, the 
current government has 
done spectrum allocation 
and implementation in a 
record time, while earlier 
allocations took considerably 
longer time. 

Ms Padmaja Ruparel, 
Founding Partner, of IAN 
Fund mentioned various 
avenues available for funding 
start-ups in the country, 
which never existed before.

Shri Vicky Bahl, Partner, 
Grant Thronton described 
the global start-up landscape 
and stressed the need for 
India to align with it to move 
in the value chain.

Consumer Price Index for Industrial 
Workers for October, 2022 released

Signing of arrangement regarding 
republic of Korea’S economic 
development cooperation fund 
(edcf) loan to india

10 million additional jobS can be created in 
electronicS and bpo Sector in two yearS’ time:  
aShwani vaiShnaw

All-India CPI-IW for October, 2022 increased by 1.2 points and stood at 132.5
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TOP OF THE DAY

FORMER CHINESE 
LEADER JIANG 
ZEMIN DIES AT 96
BEIJING : Former 
Chinese leader Jiang 
Zemin passed away due 
to leukemia and multiple 
organ failure at the age of 
96, state media reported 
on Wednesday. He passed 
away at 12:13 pm (local 
time) in Shanghai, Xinhua 
news agency reported. 
Jiang served as general 
secretary of the Commu-
nist Party, as chairman of 
the Central Military Com-
mission, and as president 
of China. The announce-
ment was made by the 
Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of 
China (CPC), the Standing 
Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress 
of the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC), the state 
media said.

10 SUSPECTED 
TERRORISTS 
KILLED IN 
PAKISTAN
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
security forces killed 
at least 10 suspected 
terrorists during an 
intelligence-based 
military operation in 
Balochistan province, the 
country’s military said 
in a statement. Pakistan 
security forces conducted 
an intelligence-based 
operation Tuesday in the 
Hoshab area of the south-
western province, Dawn 
newspaper reported, cit-
ing Pakistan army media 
wing Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR). 
It added that during the 
ensuing heavy exchange 
of fire, 10 terrorists were 
killed, while another 
was arrested in injured 
condition.

SUPER JUNIOR 
CONFIRMS TO 
MAKE COMEBACK 
SEOUL: Super Junior will 
make comeback on De-
cember  with their 11th 
full-length album Vol. 2. 
Super Junior will release 
their 11th full-length 
album Vol.2 “The Road: 
Celebration” on 15th 
December on various 
online music sites around 
the world. Super Junior, 
which released the 11th 
full-length album Vol.1 

“The Road: Keep on Go-
ing,” has confirmed to 
make their comeback in 
December. At 11 am on 
the 28th, the first teaser 
image was released on 
Super Junior’s official 
SNS to announce the 
release date and album 
name.

FATF RE-RATES 
CHINA’S 
PROGRESS 
ON MONEY 
LAUNDERING
PARIS: The Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) 
re-rated China’s progress 
made on money launder-
ing and terror financ-
ing. The country has 
been upgraded on two 
recommendations—Rec-
ommendation 7-Tar-
geted financial sanctions 
related to proliferation 
and Recommendation 
24-Transparency and 
beneficial ownership of 
legal persons, read a Par-
is-based watchdog report. 
The FATF Plenary adopted 
the mutual evaluation re-
port of China in February 
2019, its first enhanced 
follow-up report.

Drought and poor governance has had a negative impact on 
Afghan livelihoods.

General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
said that the political quaran-
tine of the army in Pakistan 
will prove fruitful for Pakistan 
in a long run, as he put an end 
to his six-year tenure as the 
most powerful person in the 
country on Tuesday.

“Despite some criticism 
and undue vilification of the 
armed forces through mass 
propaganda and meticulously 
crafted false narratives, the in-
stitutional resolve to remain 
apolitical will remain stead-
fast,” Dawn quoted Bajwa as 
saying while he interviewed 
with the UAE-based publi-
cation, Gulf News. Bajwa’s 
remarks come as the military 
announced to remain apoliti-
cal after constant accusations 
of it being extremely involved 
in Pakistan’s politics.

The speculations created 
over the appointment of Paki-
stan’s new army chief came to 
rest after General Asim Munir 
and General Sahir Shamshad 
Mirza were notified as the next 
chief of army staff (COAS) 
and chairman Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Committee (CJCSC) re-
spectively on November 24, 
Dawn reported. Munir, who 

was to retire on November 27, 
two days before Bajwa com-
pleted an extended tenure of 
almost six years, was among 
six generals in the race for the 
top post -- a cause for much 
uncertainty and speculation 
till this week.

People familiar with the 
matter in Pakistan said Mu-
nir’s reputation as a straight 
military officer who played by 
the book helped him clinch the 
post. For the last month, Paki-
stan was literally paralysed 
administratively and eco-
nomically because of the de-
lay in the appointment of the 
army chief who is considered 
the most powerful personality 
with all political stakeholders 
dying for his blessings, Dawn 
reported. Notably, Pakistan’s 

military has directly ruled the 
country of 220 million people 
for nearly half of its 75-year 
history.

Gen Munir was promoted to 
the rank of a three-star gen-
eral in September 2018, but he 
took charge two months later. 
As such, his four-year tenure 
as Lt Gen ends on November 
27, around the same time 
when incumbent Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee 
Gen Nadeem Raza and Chief 
of Army Staff Gen Bajwa will 
be doffing their army uniform, 
reported Dawn.

Lt Gen Munir was later ap-
pointed Military Intelligence 
director general in early 2017, 
and in October next year was 
made the Inter-Services Intel-
ligence chief, Dawn reported.

END OF BAJWA TENURE

‘Political quarantine of 
armed forces good for Pak’
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

NUCLEAR TEST

China’s support for North Korea’s nuclear 
activity ‘strategy’ to maintain cordial ties
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

After reports emerged of 
Pyongyang conducting its 
7th Nuclear test, the spot-
light has fallen on China 
once again on whether the 
country would maintain 
friendly ties with the coun-
try under all circumstances 
as Beijing has earlier voiced 
opposition to the North 
Korea’s missile launch, 
Federico Giuliani, special-
ised in Public and Political 
Communication Strategy 
said writing a thesis on the 
North Korean political sys-
tem in Insideover.

According to foreign af-
fairs experts, China strongly 
opposed North Korea’s test 
of a new ballistic missile in 
February 2017. According 
to Inside Over, the Security 

Council adopted sanctions 
after North Korea’s first 
nuclear test explosion in 
2006 and reinforced them 
over time in an effort to cur-
tail its nuclear and ballistic 
missile programmes and cut 
off cash. However, in May, 
China and Russia caused 
the Security Council’s first 
significant rift on sanctions 
against North Korea by vot-
ing against a resolution that 
would have strengthened 
the organization’s response 
to missile launches.

China and Russia, whose 
ties with the West have sig-
nificantly worsened due to 
their invasion of Ukraine, 
said at the UN meeting that 
the US was responsible for 
the continuous tension with 
Pyongyang notwithstand-
ing North Korea’s actions.

Notably, North Korea vio-

lated the norms while car-
rying out the nuclear test 
on September 3 in 2017 as, 
during the same period, 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping hosted the leaders of 
Brazil, Russia, India and 
South Africa at a summit 
ahead of the CCP Congress.

Fu r t h e r m o r e ,  w h e n 
Pyongyang conducted its 
sixth nuclear test, it trig-
gered an earthquake of 
magnitude 6.3 that rattled 
homes near the North Ko-
rea-China border and reig-
nited concerns about radio-
active contamination in the 
region, as per Inside Over.

Chinese and Russian of-
ficials have allegedly “bent 
over backwards” to defend 
the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea’s serial vio-
lations of UN sanctions, ac-
cording to US Ambassador 

Linda Thomas-Greenfield.
On the subject of nuclear 

tests, there is concern that 
North Korea could not pay 
attention to China. China, 
however, would want to 
avoid embarrassing circum-
stances as Beijing wishes to 
preserve amicable relations 
with Pyongyang at any 
costs. Meanwhile, Chinese 
scholars have attributed the 
ongoing tension on the Ko-
rean Peninsula to the United 
States and South Korea, the 
Inside Over reported.

Several world leaders 
have reaffirmed time and 
again that North Korea’s 
nuclear test would be met 
with a strong and resolute 
response from the interna-
tional community, reiter-
ating that needless provo-
cation is not the need of  
the hour.

UNDER TALIBAN RULE

Afghan population faces acute 
poverty, food shortage: Survey

Abduction cases rising in Pak Sindh
TDG NETWORK
KBAUL

Since the Taliban captured 
Afghanistan from the US 
troops in mid-August last 
year, the country’s economy 
has undergone a deep crisis, 
leading to acute food short-
age and pushing 97 per cent 
of the country’s population 
below the poverty line, the 
survey released by Interna-
tional Organization for Mi-
gration (IOM) in coordina-
tion with EU partnerships 
said. According to the survey, 
severe food shortages are be-
ing experienced by more than 
half of Afghanistan’s popula-
tion as a result of drought and 
poor governance, which has 
a negative impact on their 
livelihoods and leaves many 
people in rural areas with few 
options for diversifying their 
sources of income, “Nearly 
60 per cent of the population 
suffers from climate shock,” 
the Survey said.

Concerns regarding Af-
ghanistan’s poor wheat sup-
plies were also voiced by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Ir-
rigation, and Livestock. “We 
are producing between 4.7 to 

5 million metric tons of wheat 
annually with the climate 
changes in Afghanistan,” said 
Mohammad Qassim Obaidi, 
an official of the ministry.

One of the biggest effects 
of the “Taliban takeover of 
economies in major towns” 
on infrastructure was the re-
duction in employment pros-
pects as a result of electricity 
cuts and decreased pricing, 
which led to the closure of 
many factories, TOLOnews 
reported citing the survey.

Meanwhile, the World Food 
Programme has also raised 
concerns about the economic 
crisis in Afghanistan.

“The economic crisis wiped 
out jobs, salaries & liveli-
hoods across Afghanistan, 

helping families & commu-
nities support themselves is 
more important than ever,” 
wrote WFP on Twitter.

The rising crisis in Af-
ghanistan has hit small en-
terprises the hardest and 
private companies have laid 
off more than half of their 
employees due to a shortage 
in sales and a drastic decline 
in the consumer demand for 
products. Moreover, millions 
of Afghans are on the brink 
of starvation as the country 
reels from a humanitar-
ian crisis. After the Taliban 
seized power following the 
hasty withdrawal of US sol-
diers, the international com-
munity froze Afghanistan’s 
assets and withheld help.

Women in Pakistan’s Sindh 
province continue to remain 
unsafe, with several being 
abducted. And, in the latest 
incident, a 15-year-old girl 
was kidnapped from Alla-
habad police station area of 

Larkana city. According to 
Pakistan’s vernacular media, 
Jasarat said Saima Makrani 
Baloch, a 15-year-old young 
girl, was allegedly abducted 
from Allahabad police sta-
tion area in Sindh’s Larkana 
city. After the kidnapping, 
the family members protest-

ed and demanded that the 
girl be rescued. Her mother 
claimed that Sabir Memon, 
along with his family, ab-
ducted her daughter and hid 
her in a house in Mehar city. 
The police are not ready to act 
even as there was is a threat to 
her life, according to  media.

Sindh province is especially 
not safe for Hindu women, it 
is alleged. Earlier, in October, 
two cases of kidnappings of 
Hindu women came to light. 
One of them was a 10-year-
old girl. In an incidents in  
Shaikh Bhirkio 10-year-old, 
Meena Bajaniwas kidnapped.

REGULATORY HURDLES

ALIBABA FOUNDER JACK MA ENDS UP 
IN JAPAN AFTER CHINA CRACKDOWN
TDG NETWORK
LONDON

Top Chinese billionaire Jack 
Ma and founder of e-com-
merce giant Alibaba, has 
been living in central Tokyo 
for almost six months, ac-
cording to a report by the 
British daily Financial Times.

Ma, who was once the rich-
est business leader in China, 
shifted to neighbouring Ja-
pan, amid the Chinese gov-
ernment’s crackdown on the 
country’s technology sector 
and its most powerful busi-
nessmen, the report adds. 
Ma vanished from the public 
eye after he slammed Beijing 
Chinese regulators in 2020, 
accusing the state banks of 
having a “pawnshop mental-
ity”. He even called for the in-
troduction of bold new play-
ers that could extend China’s 
credit to the collateral poor.

After the criticism, Ma’s 
Ant group and e-commerce 
giant Alibaba faced a series 
of regulatory hurdles.

According to the Financial 
Times report, Chinese regu-
lators called off Ant’s block-
buster USD 37 billion initial 
public offering and fined Ali-
baba a record USD 2.8 billion 
for antitrust abuses last year.

In another report titled 
“CCP’s intimidating tactics 
against Technocrats and Big 
Businesses in China”, anoth-
er publication Financial Post, 

said that the Chinese com-
munist party in their quest to 
intimidate large-scale busi-
nesses and their founders. 
The party-cum-state, has 
begun its long-awaited crack-
down on big businesses that 
refused to endorse the Party’s 
repressive policies, the report 
adds.

It says the situation of Jack 
Ma is telling of the CCP’s tac-
tics of intimidation through 
coercive means. According 
to the report, this has invari-
ably caused fear amongst 
other business owners that 
had previously raised similar 
concerns.

Pursuing the same method, 
China recently initiated a re-
vision of Chinese law deem-
ing certain practices deployed 
by large platforms such as 
Alibaba, Tencent, amongst 
others as illegal.

Alibaba founder Jack Ma.

PHYSICAL, DIGITAL RISKS

WOMEN UNSAFE

EUROPEAN UNION ADOPTS NEW LEGISLATION 
TO STRENGTHEN CYBERSECURITY
TDG NETWORK
BRUSSELS
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Amid increased cyberattacks, 
European Union has adopted 
the new revised Network and 
Information Systems directive 
(NIS2) to strengthen the EU’s 
cybersecurity work. These 
new rules are part of wider 
actions to build the EU’s re-
silience against physical and 
digital risks. It will strengthen 
the EU’s cybersecurity work 
by improving the resilience 
of public and private enti-
ties, introducing stricter en-
forcement and increasing 
information-sharing, read 

the EU Council press release. 
The move comes after many 
nations have started realizing 
the threat posed by Chinese 
technological advancements, 
however, many countries still 
depend on Chinese firms.

China is trying to use “coer-
cive” ways to sabotage the dig-
ital infrastructure of nations 
that are least bothered about 
the growing threat of Beijing, 
Voice Against Autocracy re-
ported. The report further 
said that China’s technological 
expansion is being led by Chi-
nese firms that have been tak-
ing over global surveillance 

around the world.
Chinese telecommunication 

firms like Huawei, Hik vision, 
ZTE Corps, and others in the 
past 10 years have been fund-
ed by the Chinese Communist 
Party. According to the Voice 
Against Autocracy report, 
“China with its peculiar objec-
tives is attempting to by-pass 
the obstacle of convincing 
nations to entrust its rise but, 
on a total contrary, is rather 
on the path of using coercive 
means to sabotage the digital 
infrastructure of nations that 
are least concerned about the 
rising Chinese threat.”

NIS2 will set the baseline for 
cybersecurity risk manage-
ment measures and reporting 
obligations across all sectors 
that are covered by the direc-
tive, such as energy, transport, 
health, and digital infrastruc-
ture. The revised directive 
aims to harmonize cybersecu-
rity requirements and imple-
mentation of cybersecurity 
measures in different mem-
ber states. The new legislation 
also streamlines the reporting 
obligations in order to avoid 
causing over-reporting and 
creating an excessive burden 
on the entities covered.

President Joe Biden said the Senate’s approval of the Respect for Marriage Act is a bipartisan 
achievement, showcasing that Republicans and Democrats support the right of LGBTQ and 
interracial couples to marry.

General Qamar Javed Bajwa.

The US Senate on 
T u e s d ay  p a s s e d 
legislation granting 

federal protections to same-
sex and interracial mar-
riages in the United States. 
The Senate passed the Re-
spect for Marriage Act in a 
vote of 61-36, with 60 votes 
needed for passage, accord-
ing to CNN. The bill requires 
the US federal government to 
recognize a marriage between 
two individuals if the mar-
riage was valid in the state 
where it was performed . 

According to US media, 
it also guarantees recog-
nition of marriages be-
tween states through the 
full faith and credit clause 
of the US Constitution. 
However, the bill does 
not require US states to 
issue marriage licenses 
contrary to their laws. 
In a statement, US President 
Joe Biden said the Senate’s 
approval of the Respect for 
Marriage Act is a biparti-
san achievement, showcas-
ing that Republicans and 
Democrats together support 

the right of LGBTQ and in-
terracial couples to marry. 
“With today’s bipartisan Sen-
ate passage of the Respect 
for Marriage Act, the United 
States is on the brink of reaf-
firming a fundamental truth: 
love is love, and Americans 
should have the right to marry 
the person they love. 

For millions of Americans, 
this legislation will safeguard 
the rights and protections to 
which LGBTQI+ and inter-
racial couples and their chil-
dren are entitled,” Biden said. 
“It will also ensure that, 
for generations to follow, 
LGBTQI+ youth will grow 
up knowing that they, 

too, can lead full, happy 
lives and build families 
of their own,” he added. 
Biden said he will sign 
the legislation if it passes 
the House of Representa-
tives and is sent to his desk. 
The legislation was crafted 
through bipartisan collabora-
tion and amended to provide 
religious protections for orga-
nizations that do not wish to 
provide goods or services to 
celebrate same-sex marriages. 
The bill also contains pro-
visions to prevent it from 
being used to diminish or 
repeal protections such 
as the Religious Free-
dom Restorat ion Act . 

The House passed the bill 
in July, placing the legisla-
tion on track to be signed 
by US President Joe Biden. 
The Senate passed the bill in 
its so-called “lame duck ses-
sion” between Election Day 
earlier in November and the 
new class of lawmakers taking 
office in January.  While Dem-
ocrats will retain their major-
ity in the Senate, they are set 
to lose control of the House. 
Lawmakers are also slated to 
consider government fund-
ing legislation, the National 
Defense Authorization Act, 
Ukraine aid and other legis-
lative priorities before the end 
of the year.

LANDMARK MOVE

U.S. SENATE PASSES HISTORIC BILL 
PROTECTING SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON
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Injuries and violence cause 12,000 
deaths worldwide each day: WHO
Injuries and violence take 
the lives of some 12,000 
people around the world 
each day, according to 
World Health Organization 
(WHO).

As reflected in a new WHO 
report, Preventing injuries 
and violence: an overview, 3 
of the top 5 causes of death 
among people aged 5-29 
years are injury-related, 
namely road traffic injuries, 
homicide and suicide. In 
addition to those, injury-
related killers are drowning, 
falls, burns and poisoning, 
among others. According to 
the WHO statement, of the 
4.4 million annual injury-
related deaths, roughly 1 in 
3 of these deaths result from 
road traffic crashes, 1 in 6 
from suicide, 1 in 9 from ho-
micide and 1 in 61 from war 
and conflict.

“People living in poverty 
are significantly more likely 
to suffer an injury than the 
wealthy,” said Dr Tedros 

Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
WHO Director-General. 
“The health sector has a 
major role in addressing 
these health inequities and 
in preventing injuries and 
violence, through collect-
ing data, developing poli-
cies, providing services and 
programming for preven-
tion and care, building ca-
pacities, and advocating for 
greater attention to under-
served communities.”

Many effective and low-
cost interventions are avail-
able. For example, in Spain, 

setting the default speed 
limit for cities at 30 kilome-
tres per hour is improving 
road safety; in Viet Nam, 
providing swimming train-
ing is preventing drown-
ing; and in the Philippines, 
legislation to raise the age of 
sexual consent from 12 years 
to 16, in a bid to protect mi-
nors from sexual violence, 
is bringing positive change. 
However, in most countries, 
political will and investment 
are lacking as measures are 
not in place in sufficient lev-
els. “Accelerated action is 

needed to avoid this unnec-
essary suffering of millions 
of families every year,” notes 
Dr Etienne Krug, Director of 
the Department for the So-
cial Determinants of Health, 
WHO. “We know what 
needs to be done, and these 
effective measures must 
be brought to scale across 
countries and communities 
to save lives.”

The WHO report is being 
released during the 14th 
World Conference on Injury 
Prevention and Safety Pro-
motion, currently taking 
place in Adelaide, Austra-
lia. This event provides an 
opportunity for the world’s 
leading injury and violence 
prevention researchers and 
practitioners to continue 
to advocate for evidence-
based measures to prevent 
injuries and violence. This 
report also highlighted the 
prevention measures and 
available WHO technical 
guidance that can support 
decisions for scaling up pre-
vention efforts. 

GLOBAL FATALITIES 
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FROM 400, CHINA’S NUCLEAR STOCKPILE TO 
SWELL TO 1,500 BY 2035: U.S. REPORT

With the aim to modernize, 
diversify, and expand nucle-
ar forces, China has acceler-
ated its nuclear expansion 
and plans to field a stockpile 
of about 1500 warheads by 
its 2035 timeline.

In a report titled “Military 
and Security Developments 
Involving the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC), Pen-
tagon said Beijing probably 
accelerated its nuclear ex-
pansion last year, surpass-
ing the operational 400 
nuclear warheads stock-
pile. “The Department of 
Defence estimates that the 
PRC’s operational nuclear 
warheads stockpile has 
surpassed 400,” the US 
Defense Department said 
in the report. “The PLA 
(People’s Liberation Army) 
plans to basically complete 
modernization of its nation-
al defence and armed forces 
by 2035. If China continues 
the pace of its nuclear ex-
pansion, it will likely field 

a stockpile of about 1500 
warheads by its 2035 time-
line,” it adds.

According to Pentagon, 
the PRC aims to modern-
ize, diversify, and expand 
its nuclear forces over the 
next decade. Compared 
to the PLA’s nuclear mod-
ernization efforts a decade 
ago, current efforts exceed 
previous modernization 
attempts in both scale and 
complexity, the report said.

“The PRC is investing in 
and expanding the number 
of its land-, sea-, and air-
based nuclear delivery plat-
forms and constructing the 

infrastructure necessary to 
support this major expan-
sion of its nuclear forces,” 
it adds. On the “operational 
structure and activities on 
china’s periphery,” the Pen-
tagon report said the PRC 
continues to refine military 
reforms associated with the 
establishment of the East-
ern, Southern, Western, 
Northern, and Central The-
ater Commands, based on 
its perception of peripheral 
threats.

The Western Theater 
Command, oriented toward 
India and counterterror-
ism missions along China’s 

Central Asia borders, is geo-
graphically the largest the-
ater command within the 
PRC and is responsible for 
responding to conflict with 
India and terrorist threats 
in western China, the report 
said.

According to Pentagon, 
PLA units located within 
the Western Theater Com-
mand include 76th and 77th 
Group Armies and ground 
forces subordinate to Xin-
jiang and Xizang Military 
Districts; three PLAAF bas-
es, one transportation divi-
sion, and one flying acad-
emy; and one PLARF base.

“PAP units responsible 
for internal security opera-
tions are also likely under 
the control of the Western 
Theater Command. Within 
China, the Western Theater 
Command focuses on Xinji-
ang and Tibet Autonomous 
Regions, where the CCP 
perceives a high threat of 
separatism and terrorism, 
particularly among Uyghur 
populations in Xinjiang,” it 
adds. 

NUCLEAR EXPANSION
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UNFAVOURABLE TERMS

THAILAND PREPARED TO PULL OUT 
OF SUBMARINE DEAL WITH CHINA

Thailand’s government 
has again stated that it 
is ready to cancel the 

languishing Chinese subma-
rine deal if the conditions of 
the procurement cannot be 
met.

T h e  T h a i l a n d  Nav y 
commander-in-chief Adm 
Choengchai Chomchoeng-
paet last week said they are 
prepared to pull out of its 
submarine purchase proj-
ect with China if the condi-
tions of the procurement are 
unfavourable, according to 
the English-language daily 
newspaper The Bangkok Post. 
In 2017, Thailand agreed to 
a 13.5 billion baht deal with 
state-owned China Ship-
building & Offshore Inter-
national Co (CSOC) for the 
procurement of an S26T 
Yuan-class submarine, with 
expected delivery in 2023. 

According to Bangkok Post, 
the contract called for the in-
stallation of the well-proven 
German-made MTU 396 
diesel engine. However, Ber-
lin will not allow it to be sold 
to China.

Earlier this year, con-
struction on the submarine 
ground came to a halt when 
the German company said 
that it would not supply its 
cutting-edge MTU396 diesel 
engines to CSOC for installa-

tion in the Thai submarine.
The German company said 

it was barred from making 
the sale due to a European 
Union government embargo 
on the sale of military items 
to China.

In response to sanctions, 
the Chinese state-owned en-
terprise has instead offered 
to install a Chinese-made 
engine in the submarine or 
to offer Thailand two de-
commissioned boats from 

the People’s Liberation 
Army Navy. Writing for The 
Diplomat magazine, col-
umnist Sebastian Strangio 
said the Thai government 
refused this offer, insisting 
that the German engines be 
installed as per the letter of 
the contract.

“What do we do with a 
submarine with no engines? 
Why should we purchase 
it?” Prime Minister Prayut 
Chan-o-cha told reporters 
in March, as quoted by The 
Diplomat, raising the pos-
sibility that the deal could 
face the axe. Facing a choice 
between cancelling the pro-
curement, Thailand’s gov-
ernment and military have 
reportedly come to some sort 
of compromise.

On Tuesday, the Thai Navy 
chief, in an apparent diluted 
stand, said the country 
wanted the Chinese navy to 
guarantee the Chinese-made 
CHD620 engine the builder 

wants to use in the S26T Yu-
an-class submarine ordered 
from China Shipbuilding & 
Offshore International Co 
(CSOC). However, the Royal 
Thai Navy chief told report-
ers about “a delay in clarifi-
cation about the engine.”

“There is a delay in clari-
fication about the engine... 
The first-stage test of the 
engine was completed. The 
second stage concerns spare 
parts... The navy is making 
inquiries about the matter 
with CSOC,” he was quoted 
as saying by The Bangkok 
Post. Furthermore, he said 
it would be good if the Chi-
nese navy would guarantee 
the engine to be installed in 
the submarine. “Without a 
guarantee, we cannot be con-
fident that it is good,” he said.

Answering a question on 
termination of the contract 
if conditions are not met, he 
said, “Yes. At this stage, it can 
be terminated anytime.”
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The contract called for the installation of the well-proven 
German-made MTU 396 diesel engine. However, Berlin will not 
allow it to be sold to China.

The People’s Liberation Army plans to basically complete 
modernization of its national defence and armed forces by 2035.

Do not forget armed forces 
are servants of people: Imran

‘448 killed in Iran protests over Mahsa Amini’s death’

In a message to the newly 
appointed military leaders, 
including army chief Asim 
Munir, former Pakistan 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
on Wednesday expressed 
hope that they will work to 
end the prevailing trust defi-
cit between the nation and 
the State.

“Congratulations to Gen 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza as 
new CJCSC and Gen Syed 
Asim Munir as new COAS. 
We hope new mly ldrship 
will work to end prevail-
ing trust deficit that has 
built up in last 8 months 
between the nation and the 
State. Strength of the State 
is derived from its people,” 
Khan said in his congratu-
latory tweet for the newly 
appointed military leader-
ship. In his Twitter post, the 
PTI chief quoting Pakistan’s 
founder Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah, “Do not forget that 
the armed forces are the ser-
vants of the people and you 
do not make national policy; 
it is we, the civilians, who 

decide these issues and it is 
your duty to carry out these 
tasks with which you are en-
trusted.”

This comes a day after 
General Asim Munir took 
over the command from 
outgoing Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa. Marking 
an end to his six-year tenure 
as the most powerful person 
in the country, Bajwa passed 
the baton of command to Lt 
Gen Munir at a ceremony 
held at the General Head-
quarters (GHQ) in Rawal-
pindi, the Dawn newspaper 
reported. Since his ouster 
from power in April this 
year, Imran Khan has had 
a fallout with the country’s 

coalition government and 
military establishment.

The hype and hoopla cre-
ated over the appointment 
of Pakistan’s new army chief 
came to rest after General 
Asim Munir and General 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza were 
notified as the next chief 
of army staff (COAS) and 
chairman Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Committee (CJCSC) 
respectively on November 
24. Munir, who was to retire 
on November 27, two days 
before Bajwa completed an 
extended tenure of almost 
six years, was among six 
generals in the race for the 
top post -- a cause for much 
uncertainty and speculation 
till this week.

There was an unprec-
edented hysteria and frenzy 
in Pakistan by former Prime 
Minister, his followers and 
his social media brigade af-
ter the PTI government was 
thrown out of the power cor-
ridors of Islamabad in April. 
The Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment has accused Khan of 
making the appointment of 
the new army chief contro-
versial for political gains.

Iranian Security Forces have killed at 
least 448 people in a crackdown on 
protests held in Iran over the death of 
22-year-old Mahsa Amini. The pro-
tests began in mid-September and wit-
nessed clashes, and killings of demon-
strators in large numbers, Arab News 
reported citing a human rights group 
on Tuesday. According to Norway’s 

Iran Human Rights group, 60 of the 
448 verified fatalities were minors un-
der 18, including nine girls. Another 29 
victims were women. According to the 
report, security personnel have mur-
dered 16 people in the past week alone, 
12 of them were killed in Kurdish-pop-
ulated areas where demonstrations 
have been particularly violent. The 
number of fatalities has also increased 
since the deaths of those who were 

slain in prior weeks were confirmed 
and included, the rights group said 
adding that the death toll solely in-
cludes civilians murdered in the crack-
down, not security personnel.

The protests in Iran erupted after 
22-year-old Mahsa Amini was taken 
into custody by Iran’s morality police 
on September 16 for wearing an ‘inap-
propriate’ headscarf, later died,in cus-
tody.

MILITARY LEADERS TOLD
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UKRAINE URGES FOR FASTER DELIVERIES 
OF WEAPONS, AID AS WINTER SETS IN
As winter sets in, Ukraine has 
called for a speed-up in the 
process of weapon deliveries 
and overall aid as it continues 
to face Russian aggression.

The Foreign Minister of 
Ukraine, Dmytro Kuleba 
called for help during the 
ongoing meeting of NATO 
foreign ministers in Bucha-
rest where he also stated that 
urgent help is required to re-

store its shattered power grid, 
Al Jazeera reported. “When 
we have transformers and 
generators, we can restore our 
system, our energy grid, and 
provide people with decent 
living conditions,” Kuleba 
said adding that Ukraine will 
be able to protect its infra-
structure in presence of air 
defence systems.

After four months of living 
in public housing, the Polish 
government intends to start 
charging Ukrainian refugees 

for food and lodging. After 
Russia invaded Ukraine on 
February 24, more than a 
million Ukrainian refugees 
found temporary shelter in 
Poland, Ukraine’s western 
neighbour, relying on the 
generosity of strangers who 
opened their homes and gov-
ernment assistance, accord-
ing to Al Jazeera.

Notably, UN Security Coun-
cil held a meeting the previ-
ous week after Russia’s strikes 
in Ukraine at the request of 

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky. In his speech, 
Zelenskyy asserted that 
Ukraine expects the reaction 
of all those who recognize the 
UN Charter.

Ukrainian President 
stressed that Russia car-
ried out missile strikes after 
he presented the Ukrainian 
Peace Formula at the G20 
Summit in Indonesia, accord-
ing to the statement released 
by the Ukrainian President’s 
office. The Russia-Ukraine 

conflict which has entered its 
tenth month now has jolted 
Europe. The European Union 
and its Member States have 
shown solidarity with people 
fleeing the war, Al Jazeera re-
ported. In the early hours of 
February 24, Russia launched 
a special military operation 
in Ukraine claiming that Do-
netsk and Luhansk People’s 
Republics (DPR and LPR) 
had appealed for help in de-
fending themselves against 
the Kyiv forces. 

RUSSIAN AGGRESSION

IN CRACKDOWN
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Residents in Balochistan have 
been living a life of misery as 
heavy load shedding, frequent 
gas shut-offs and a decline in 
the graph of agricultural water 
have resulted in problems for 
the people of the province.

Farmers who own land 
have been devastated by 
power outages and agricul-
ture water graph failure; 
afterwards, floods and rains 
have entirely ruined them, lo-
cal media reported. According 
to the chief of Jamaat-e-Islami 
Balochistan, Maulana Abdul 
Haq Hashmi, family feuds 
have destroyed the province 
and marginalized many tribal 
districts. Moreover, education 
and health facilities are the ba-
sic rights of the people, and the 
residents of Balochistan are 
deprived of them.

Hashmi further said that not 
giving constitutional rights to 
the people of Balochistan, not 

providing employment, edu-
cation, and health facilities, 
and letting the people face 
check posts and police sta-
tions have created “problems 
and worries”, according to 
local media.

Earlier in April, Hashmi 
highlighted that the youth of 
Balochistan are heading to-
wards the mountains (taking 
up weapons) due to the power-
hungry leaders, the failure of 
the rulers, negligence, incom-
petence, and abuse. “This is 
incompetence, negligence, 
and failure of the federal gov-

ernment and the provincial 
government along with other 
forces,” he said. He went on 
to call for the resources of the 
region to be spent on the local 
people than being exploited by 
outsiders.

Balochistan is a resource-
rich but least-developed 
province of Pakistan where 
a movement for freedom has 
been ongoing for the past sev-
eral decades. Many Balochs 
believe that the region was 
independent before 1947 
and was forcibly occupied by 
Pakistan.  

MOUNTING MISERY

Load-shedding, gas shut off 
make Balochistan locals’ 
lives difficult
TDG NETWORK
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Farmers who own land have been devastated by power outages 
and agriculture water graph failure.
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Farmers 
pile up 

lotus stems 
amid cold, 
at Anchar 

Lake, in 
Srinagar on 
Wednesday. 

ANI

ON DUTY

#ZombieVirus 

48,500-year-old Zombie Virus comes 
to light, netiZens go berserk 
French scientists have revived a 48,500-year-old zombie 
virus buried under a frozen lake in Russia until now. Ac-
cording to New York Post, French scientists have sparked 
fears of yet another pandemic after reviving the “zom-
bie virus”. The New York Post has quoted a viral study 
which is yet to be peer-reviewed. “The situation would 
be much more disastrous in the case of plant, animal, 
or human diseases caused by the revival of an ancient 
unknown virus,” reads the “viral” study.

 Soon after the viral study became viral, netizens flood-
ed the internet with memes, stating that we are in the 
endgame now. One of the users said, “How tf a zombie 
virus get buried in a frozen lake? and why did they dig it 
up? That doesn’t even make sense.”

Services are 
gender-neutral. 
Already there 
are women doing 
combat roles. Now 
all branches are 
being opened in 
the coming years, 
we have started 
inducting women 
sailors as well.
— AdmirAl r. HAri KumAr

braiN-pickiNg

Navy Chief on Wednesday.

DiSOrDEr 

Doctors recovered 
187 coins when they 
performed surgery 

on a patient suffering from 
vomiting and abdominal 
discomfort.

 Doctors at Hanagal Shree 
Kumareshwar Hospital and 
Research Centre in Bagalkot 
say that they recovered 187 
coins from the stomach of a 
patient on Sunday who was 
admitted here following 
complaints of vomiting and 
abdominal discomfort.

"He was suffering from a 
psychiatric disorder and had 
been swallowing coins for 
the last 2–3 months. He came 
to the hospital complaining 
of vomiting and abdominal 
discomfort," said Dr Eshwar 
Kalaburgi, one of the doctors 

who performed the surgery.
After he complained of 

stomach ache, his relatives 
rushed him to Hangal Sri 
Kumareshwar Hospital. 

The doctors carried out 
his X-ray and performed an 
endoscopy, said the doctor, 
adding, the patient had swal-
lowed a total of 187 coins. 56 

coins of Rs 5, 51 of Rs 2, and 
80 of Rs 1.

Harijan had swallowed 
coins of various denomina-
tions weighing a total of 1.5 
kilogram over a period of 
two to three months, said 
the doctor.

The man identified as Dya-
mappa Harijan is a resident 

of Lingsugur town.
The patient was suffer-

ing from schizophrenia, a 
psychiatric illness, said one 
of the doctors attending on 
him, requesting anonymity.

"The stomach was dilated 
enormously and lots of 
coins were stuck in different 
places of the stomach. After 
two hours of surgery, we re-
trieved all the coins. Follow-
ing the operation, he was 
treated for water deficiency 
and other minor issues. The 
patient is stable and is talk-
ing as of now," Dr  Eshwar 
Kalaburgi said.

"As he was suffering from 
schizophrenia, in this con-
dition, the patients are un-
aware of what they are do-
ing. These are rare cases. It›s 
a first-of-a-kind case for me 
in my 40 years of service," 
Dr Eshwar Kalaburgi added.  

iN a firST, 187 cOiNS rEmOvED 
frOm karNaTaka maN’S STOmach 

Bats use death 
metal “growls” to 
make social calls?

rESEarch

Bats use unique regions in 
the larynx to create high-
frequency echolocation 
calls and lower-frequency 
social cries, according to 
a study published in the 
open-access journal PLOS 
Biology by Coen Elemans at 
the University of Southern 
Denmark and colleagues. 
The structures employed to 
produce low-pitched calls 
are similar to those used by 
death metal vocalists to pro-
duce growls.

Most mammals, includ-
ing humans, have a vocal 
range of 3 to 4 octaves, but 
echolocating bats have a vo-
cal range of 7 octaves. Their 
echolocating and social 
sounds have a frequency 
range of 1 to 120 kilohertz, 
making them unique among 
mammals.

Researchers extracted 
the larynx from five adult 
Daubenton’s bats (Myo-
tis daubentonii), mounted 
them, and filmed them at 
250,000 frames per second 
while applying a flow of air 
to mimic natural vocalisa-
tion to better understand 
how different vocal struc-
tures allow bats to produce 
such a diverse range of calls. 
The researchers then uti-
lised machine learning to re-
construct the movements of 
vocal membranes concealed 
by other components.                  

They discovered that 

air pressure caused self-
sustaining vibrations in 
the vocal membrane at fre-
quencies ranging from 10 
to 70 kilohertz, which was 
enough to create high-fre-
quency echolocation calls. 
Thick folds of membrane 
slightly above the vocal 
cords, known as “ventricu-
lar folds,” vibrate at fre-
quencies ranging from 1 to 
3 kilohertz and are likely in-
volved in the animals’ low-
er-frequency social cries.

Humans may also produce 
low-frequency vocalisations 
using their ventricular folds, 
such as death metal growls 
and Tuvan throat singing.

The research is the first 
to explicitly observe self-
sustaining vibrations in bat 
vocal structures, which can 
produce echolocation and 
social cries. According to 
scientists, natural selection 
for high-frequency calls for 
echolocating prey and much 
lower-frequency calls for 
social communication has 
caused unique evolutionary 
pressures that have extend-
ed the vocal range of bats.

The authors added, “We 
show that bats vibrate ex-
tremely thin and light mem-
branes extending from their 
vocal folds to make their 
high-frequency ultrasonic 
calls for echolocation. To 
extend their limited lower 
vocal range, bats make ag-
gressive calls with their ven-
tricular folds - as in death 
metal growls.”
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When Bollywood raised awareness about HIV/AIDS

WOrlD’S largEST acTivE vOlcaNO 
ErUpTS fOr firST TimE iN fOUr DEcaDES

aWarENESS

hiSTOric

World Aids Day is celebrated 
across the world on 1 December to 
create awareness about the symp-
toms, causes and preventives of the 
disease HIV/AIDS that has taken 
unprecedented number of lives. 
While the taboos around HIV/
AIDS still exist in different parts 
of the world, cinema has tried to 
break the stigma attached to the 
disease.

Let’s have a look at Bollywood 
films that raised awareness about 
HIV/ AIDS over the years.

PhIr MIleNGe
Released in 2003, ‘Phir Milenge’ 
starred actors Salman Khan and 
Shilpa Shetty in the lead roles. 
Abhishek Bachchan, too, played 
a prominent role. Inspired by the 
Tom Hanks starrer Philadelphia, 
the film was about the wrongful 
termination of an employee after 
she is diagnosed with HIV. Revathi 
directed the film.

My BroTher...NIkhIl
Onir’s 2005 directorial ‘My Broth-
er...Nikhil’ is considered one of the 
best Bollywood films on the subject 
of HIV/AIDS to date. The film re-

volves around swimming cham-
pion Nikhil Kapoor. His life falls 
apart after he gets diagnosed with 
HIV. During this time, the only two 
people who stand by him are his 
sister Anamika (Juhi Chawla). The 
film also deals with homosexual re-
lationships.  

NIDAAN
Nidaan, directed by Mahesh Man-
jrekar, told the story of a teenage 
girl who contracts the disease af-
ter receiving a blood transfusion. 
Upon learning of her condition, the 
family tries to make the most of the 
time they have left with her. It was 
released in 2000. Reema Lagoo, 
Sunil Barve, and Shivaji Satam, 
among others, acted in the film.

DuS kAhANIyAAN
 ‘Dus Kahaniyaan› is an anthology 
of ten short films directed by six 
directors. One of the films titled 
Zahir, directed by Sanjay Gupta, 

revolves around ‹AIDS›. The film 
features Dia Mirza and Manoj 
Bajpayee. The short film tells the 
story of a girl named Sia (Dia) who 
befriends her new neighbour Sahil 
(Manoj). 

After the two become friends, 
Sahil makes advances for inti-
macy, but Sia refuses to consent. 
One night, when he visits a bar 
with his friends, he sees that Sia 
works as a bar dancer. Frustrated 
and drunk, he visits her apartment, 
and despite her attempts to have a 
conversation, he rapes her. Later, it 
is revealed that Sia was suffering 
from AIDS.

Lava shot into the air and 
flowed downhill as Hawaii’s 
Mauna Loa volcano erupted 
for the first time in 40 years.

Hawaii’s Mauna Loa, the 
world’s largest active volca-
no, started erupting Sunday 
night (local time), and lava 
was flowing from its summit 
by Monday morning, the US 
Geological Survey said.

The Hawaiian Volcano 
Observatory (HVO) said, 
“Lava flows in the sum-
mit region are visible from 
Kona. Winds may carry vol-
canic gas and possibly fine 
ash and Pele’s hair (a type of 
volcanic glass) downwind.”  
The lava wasn’t expected to 
threaten populated areas, of-
ficials said.

“Lava flows are not threat-
ening any downslope com-
munities, and all indications 
are that the eruption will 
remain in the Northeast Rift 

Zone,” the USGS said in a 
statement.

At a Monday afternoon 
press conference, Hawaii 
Volcano Observatory Scien-
tist in Charge Ken Hon said 
officials don’t expect the lava 
flow to reach the Southeast 
Rift Zone, where there are 
more inhabitants.

“As far as we know, in any 
historic precedent, there 
has never been an eruption 
of Mauna Loa that activated 
both rift zones at the same 

time or during the same 
eruption,” 

Han said. “So we presume 
at this point that all of the 
future activity is going to be 
on the Northeast Rift Zone 
and not on the Southeast 
Rift Zone. So those residents 
in that area do not have to 
worry about lava flows.”

Mauna Loa has erupted 33 
times since 1843, according 
to the USGS. 

It last erupted in 1984, 
when lava spilled down its 

slopes and came within 4.5 
miles of Hilo.

Hon said the lava flow is 
very similar to the lava flow 
from the 1984 eruption and 
could potentially threaten 
populated areas around 
Hilo. 

He added that “only a cou-
ple of eruptions” have made 
it into the outskirts and 
reached Hilo.

Still, the agency warned all 
residents on Hawaii Island 
who is “at risk from Mauna 
Loa lava flows” to “review 
preparedness and refer to 
Hawaii County Civil Defense 
information for further guid-
ance.” 

The early stages of an 
eruption can be dynamic, 
the agency warned, adding 
that “lava flows can change 
rapidly.”

Residents  were  a lso 
warned volcanic gas, ash, 
and thin glass fibers known 
as Pele’s hair could be car-
ried downwind. 
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fivE STraNgE cONvENTiONS 
arOUND ThE WOrlD
there are many strange conventions in the world 
that you may have never heard of. Many unknown 
events and festivals take place around the world, 
as conventions are big business and, for many, an 
even bigger social event. here are what just might 
be the world’s strangest conventions.

World toilet summit 
have you heard of this shittiest conven-
tion ever? You can laugh as much as 
you want, but their objectives are quite 
altruistic. it was first started in 2001 in 

Singapore by the World toilet organisation to 
bring sanitation and clean water to the 2.5 billion 
people around the world who still need it. after 
2001, it travelled to various cities like Beijing, 
Belfast, india, Moscow, Seoul, Shanghai, taiwan, 
and Macau.

tWins days FestiVal
the twins Days Festival started in 1976 
in twinsburg, ohio, and every year it is 
held on the first weekend of august. 
Meanwhile, the festival is attended by 

3,000 people every year. the festival is attended 
by a range of people, from newborns to octoge-
narians, and most of them are twins. Meanwhile, 
most of them come along with their families.

international uFo congress 
conVention
Sounds interesting, right? the inter-
national UFo Congress Convention 
has been held annually in laughlin, 

Nevada, since 1991. at the convention, there are 
over 30 speakers. people look forward to going 
to the convention, which helps them build their 
networking with researchers while reconnecting 
with friends. UFo sightings, UFo crashes, crop 
circles, paranormal experiences, and government 
conspiracy topics are covered in the convention.

Paranormal conVention
the Scare Fest and paranormal Conven-
tion are organised in the United States of 
america for three days in November. the 
convention is hosted by ghost Chasers 
international, inc. at the lexington Cen-

ter in lexington, kentucky. the ScareFest horror 
and paranormal Convention was created by Jeff 
Waldridge, patti, and Chuck Starr.

sexPo conVention 
the Sexpo convention sounds a little 
weird, but this is organised for adult en-
tertainment and lifestyles. Sexpo is held 
in australia and sells products related 

to sex and sexuality while educating about safe 
practices. Day by day, the festival has broadened, 
and many companies from different fields, like 
aviation, wine tasting, marine sports, spa pools, 
hair and make-up artists, physical fitness equip-
ment, and many others, participate in the event.

— MADhVI JhA 

Mauna loa volcano 



Kate Middleton is undeni-
ably one of the most fash-
ionable royals in the British 

Royal Family.
While most of us would struggle 

to pack for an overseas trip with-
out the added burden of interna-
tional diplomacy, the Princess of 

Wales has an additional issue when 
she visits Boston this week: what 

to wear in the event of an unex-
pected death.

According to Page Six, the 
royals are always advised to 
pack a black ensemble in case 

someone passes away during 
their trip abroad.

Page Six is a US-based enter-
tainment media house.

“Members of the British 
royal family are required to 
travel with a black ensemble 
in the case of the monarch or 
another senior royal pass-
ing while they are travel-
ling,” royal history expert 
Jessica Storoschuk of An 

Historian About Town told 
Page Six Style.

The tradition began after 
Queen Elizabeth II made 
a rare royal fashion faux 

pas when she travelled 
to Kenya in 1952 sans 

mourning attire, 
and her father, 

King George VI, died while she was 
there, as per Page Six.

“After her father’s unexpected death, 
she was forced to wait on the plane 
on the tarmac until an appropriate 
black outfit could be brought for her 
to change into,” Storoschuk said of the 
new queen’s arrival in England, add-
ing, “it is much easier to keep it in your 
travel wardrobe than simply wait.”

Since then, the royal family mem-
bers have made it a point to pack a 
black outfit just in case.

Kate Middleton and Prince William 
will be visiting Boston on Wednesday 
to begin a three-day visit focused on 
the prince’s annual Earth shot Prize.

glamourthe daily guardian review
thursday |  01  december 2022

new delhi 13
ESSENTIALS STYLE CHEAT SHEET

PRESS CONFERENCE 

THE ONE OuTFIT KATE 
MIddLETON CANNOT 
TRAvEL wITHOuT

American singer and songwriter Ma-
chine Gun Kelly attended the 2022 Amer-
ican Music Awards (AMAs) wearing a 
dangerous-looking suit, and soon social 
media users started poking fun at his en-
semble.

According to Page Six, the 32-year-old 
rapper-turned-rocker was wearing a pur-
ple Dolce & Gabbana suit that was com-
pletely covered in metal spikes.

“Why is MGK dressed as a sea urchin,” 
one person tweeted, while others com-
pared him to the Covid-19 virus, a pin-
cushion, and a dog in a coyote vest, re-
ported the outlet.

Multiple fans were concerned about 
how he would be able to sit. “Okay, Col-
son, this is dope af, but a serious ques-
tion, how do you sit?” One person asked. 

Another wrote, “But who will dare to sit 
beside him?” After people realised that 
MGK had been seated beside music leg-
end Lionel Richie, the barbs continued. 
“Poor Lionel Richie trying not to get im-
paled, on live TV,” one user tweeted.

MGK himself even joked about the look; 
during his acceptance speech for Favor-
ite Rock Artist, he quipped, “This s--t is 
really uncomfortable to pee in,” as per 
Page Six. Elsewhere in his expletive-filled 
speech, MGK called out those who’ve la-
belled him a “tourist” in the rock world. 
Kelly’s last two albums, 2020’s ‘Tickets To 
My Downfall’ and this year’s ‘Mainstream 
Sellout’, were a stark departure from his 
previous rap career.

“These last two rock albums to me were 
me going to the moon, and I’m not done 
exploring the universe. I am all genres, I’ll 
see you...” Kelly said before throwing the 
mic on the ground, reported NY Post.  

SARTORIAL CHOICES

MACHINE GuN KELLY 
TROLLEd FOR HIS  
AMA 2022 OuTFIT
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The Princess of Wales 
has an additional 
issue when she visits 
Boston this week: what 
to wear in the event of 
an unexpected death.

Effortlessly stylish Sonam 
Kapoor has been a rare sight 
for the paparazzi, but when-
ever she makes an appear-
ance, she gets her fashion on 
point.

Sonam was photographed 
at Mumbai airport on 
Wednesday, reminding ev-
eryone that she is the queen 
of fashion and styling.

Talking about her look, 
Sonam wore a printed green 
dress and layered it beau-
tifully with a blazer of the 
same print. Sonam has al-
ways been a fan of layering, 
and that’s what she went 
with this time.

For the second layer, So-
nam opted for a knee-length 
overcoat and black leather 
boots. As far as accessories 
are concerned, Sonam car-
ried black sunglasses, a clas-
sic Gucci bamboo bag, rings, 
earrings, and a couple of 
chunky necklaces.

Sonam has been out of the 
media glare for some time 
owing to her pregnancy. She 
gave birth to her son ‘Vayu’ 
on 20 August this year.

Sonam and her husband 
Anand Ahuja welcomed 
their baby boy Vayu in Au-
gust this year. The proud 
parents announced the 
news through a cute mes-
sage template that read, “On 
20.08.2022, we welcomed 
our beautiful baby boy with 
bowed heads and open 
hearts. Thank you to all of 
the doctors, nurses, friends 

and family who have sup-
ported us on this journey. 
It’s only the beginning, but 
we know our lives are for-
ever changed.- Sonam and 
Anand”.

A month later, the couple 
shared their first photo with 

their son and announced his 
name Vayu.

Sonam even explained why 
they chose the particular 
name for her son.

“In the spirit of the force 
that has breathed new 
meaning into our lives...
In the spirit of Hanuman 
and Bheem, who embody 
immense courage and 
strength...In the spirit of all 
that is sacred, life-giving, 
and eternally ours, we seek 
blessings for our son, Vayu 
Kapoor Ahuja,” she wrote.

  She added, “In Hindu 
scriptures, Vayu is one of 
the paanch tattvas. He is the 
deity of breath, the spiritual 
father of Hanuman, Bheem 
and Madhav and He is the 
incredibly powerful lord 
of wind. Praana is Vayu, a 
guiding force of life and in-
telligence in the universe. All 
the deities of Praana, Indra, 
Shiva and Kali relate to Vayu 
. He can breathe life into be-
ings as easily as he can de-
stroy evil. Vayu is said to be 
heroic, brave and mesmeris-
ingly beautiful.”

How to ace Sonam 
Kapoor’s airport look

Countdown to IIFA 2023 begins with 
Salman, Karan Johar, Farah Khan presser

The biggest celebration 
of Indian cinema, the 
International Indian 

Film Academy and Awards 
(IIFA), returns with its 23rd 
edition to Yas Island, Abu 
Dhabi, on 9, 10 and 11 Feb-
ruary 2023.

To kickstart the count-
down, a press conference 
was held in Mumbai. Present 
on the occasion were Salman 
Khan, Farhan Akhtar, Va-
run Dhawan, Maniesh Paul, 
Karan Johar, Farah Khan, 
Badshah, Sunidhi Chauhan, 
Amit Trivedi, and Nucleya, 
who will take centre stage 
with other Bollywood A-list-
ers like Ranveer Singh, Kriti 
Sanon, Nora Fatehi, Jacque-
line Fernandez, Rakul Preet 
Singh, and many more at the 
mega grand awards.

They were joined by Nouf 
Al-Boushelaibi, Director of 
Strategic Marketing & Com-
munications at DCT Abu 
Dhabi, Executive Director 
of Group Communications 
and Destination Marketing, 
Miral - Taghrid AlSaeed and 
Shashank Srivastava, Senior 
Executive Director, Market-
ing and Sales, Maruti Suzuki 
India, and Nishant Pitti, CEO 
and Co-Founder of Ease My 
Trip.

The highly-anticipated 
event is being held in col-
laboration with the Depart-
ment of Culture and Tour-
ism – Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu 
Dhabi), and Miral, Abu 
Dhabi’s leading curator of 
immersive destinations and 
experiences. NEXA contin-
ues its partnership as the 
title sponsor for the seventh 
consecutive edition.

Salman Khan, who has 
been a part of the IIFA fam-
ily for over two decades now, 

said, “I am glad to be going 
back to Yas Island, Abu 
Dhabi. Last edition, I host-
ed the awards with Ritesh 
Deshmukh and Maniesh 
Paul and made everyone 
present not just laugh, but 
cry too, as I opened my heart 
to them. This time, I promise 
to make them stand up and 
dance with me as we cel-
ebrate Indian cinema glob-
ally,” he asserted.

The IIFA stage will also be 
lit up with the best of Varun 
Dhawan. The versatile ac-
tor, who won trophies in 
2015 and 2017 for his per-
formance in a comic role, is 
delighted to perform for the 
third time. “IIFA for me is an 
unmissable experience and 
I can’t wait to be back in my 
favorite city. It’s a stage that 
allows me to connect with 
fans from all over the world, 
and I am going to ask them to 
watch out for the Bhediya,” 
the actor quipped, drawing 
appreciative laughter for his 
tongue-in-cheek humour.

Also in attendance at the 
media interaction was Far-
han Akhtar, who will be 
taking over the baton from 
Salman Khan. Farhan will 
co-host the IIFA Awards 
with Abhishek Bachchan 
and Maniesh Paul. “I have 
been fortunate to be felici-
tated by the IIFA in a number 
of categories, from best debut 
to best actor, best-supporting 
actor, best director, best sto-
ry, best screenplay, and best 
film. It gives you the biggest 
audience, and I am looking 
forward to engaging with 
and entertaining them in a 
new role,” an ebullient Far-
han shared.

Co-host Maniesh Paul was 
equally gung-ho. “Last year, I 
hosted the IIFA Awards with 
Bhai (Salman Khan) and Rit-
eish (Deshmukh). It was a 

blast! This year, it’s going to 
be as enjoyable, with Farhan 
and Abhishek. All glitz and 
glamour, laughter and hun-
gama, talent and trophies aur 
hamara karnama, a night to 
remember,” he promised.

“I have globe trotted with 
IIFA for several years, and 
I’m super happy to rock the 
IIFA stage with Farah, next 
year in February. Naach, 
gaana, action, drama, IIFA 
Rocks is a surefire block-
buster every time, “ Karan 
Johar said.

Farah hosted IIFA Rocks 
this year with Aparshakti 
Khurrana, and she can’t wait 
to be back in Yas Island. “It’s 
one of my favorite places, 
IIFA is one of my favourite 
award shows; and Karan is 
one of my favourite people, 
even though he is always 
going Toodles on me. If you 
enjoy our Insta reels, make 
sure you catch us live, double 
dhamaka hoga as the world 
dances to our tunes,” she as-
sured.

For Badshah, IIFA Rocks 

underlines Bollywood’s 
supremacy in the world of 
entertainment. “The phe-
nomenal response to this 
live music concert every 
year across the globe under-
lines the popularity of Indian 
cinema and its music. I can’t 
wait to rule this stage, bring 
it on!” he roared.

Nucleya pointed out that 
“There is a reason why IIFA 
is called the Bollywood Os-
cars and IIFA Rocks is the 
pre-Oscar event, not to be 
skipped. It’s taken Hindi 
cinema, its music, dance, 
and fashion, across the globe. 
Twenty-two years and going 
strong. It’s been a journey 
of only highs!” he stated to 
thunderous applause.

Sunidhi Chauhan, the 
youngest IIFA nominee, 
reminded us that IIFA has 
grown from one starry night 
to a three-day extravaganza. 
“It is getting bigger every 
year, and still the heart wants 
more. And with IIFA Rocks, 
we will give you more,” she 
assured.

Amit Trivedi endorsed the 
opinions of his fellow par-
ticipants, saying, “When we 
talk of hearts beating in sync, 
let me remind you that this 
time IIFA Rocks is bringing 
Valentine’s Day to you early. 
If that isn’t reason enough 
for a deluge of love, what is. 
IIFA is not just another stage, 
it’s a night to be lived and a 
memory to live with,” he em-
phasises.

The forthcoming edition 
of IIFA Rocks – the biggest 
musical extravaganza, will 
be hosted by Karan Johar and 
Farah Khan. It will feature 
live acts by several big names, 
including singer-composer 
Amit Trivedi, rapper-singer 
Badshah, singer Sunidhi 
Chauhan, and electronic 
music producer Nucleya.
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The Toyota Innova 
has been one of the 
most popular cars 

in India in the last one de-
cade. It has moved families 
over long distances in great 
comfort and the Crysta ver-
sion of the MPV launched 
a few years back made it 
even more premium. Now 
the Japanese car brand is 
set to write the next chap-
ter in the Innova story as 
it has unveiled the Innova 
HyCross in the market, a 
car that takes the premium 
and tech quotient even fur-
ther. It is also the first time 
that the Innova has come 
without a Diesel engine, in-
stead it gets a self-charging 
strong hybrid model, like 
the one seen on the recently 
launched Toyota Urban 
Cruiser Hyryder. 

Looks
The new Innova HyCross 
looks quite different from 
the Innova Crysta, yet the 
silhouette reminds you that 
this car belongs to the In-
nova family. It gets a raised 
bonnet line, a large hexago-
nal gunmetal finish grille, 
automatic LED headlamps, 
super chrome alloy wheels, 
and a wider bumper to en-
hance its sophisticated and 
rugged look. The tyre size 
has gone up from before 
and along with shorter 
overhangs and a more 
curved rear, the stance of 
the SUV is quite likeable. 
It is based on the Toyota 
New Global Architecture 
(TNGA) which makes the 
car robust.

InterIor
Cabin comfort has always 
been one of the highlights 
of the Innova and if Toyota 
is to be believed it has only 
become better with the Hy-
Cross. The styling ushers 
improved cabin aesthetics, 
with dark chestnut quilted 

leather seats along with 
soft-touch leather and me-
tallic decorations in the cab-
in. According to Toyota, the 
cockpit is modeled in hori-
zontal tones to give a sense 
of space, while vertical 
tones are used for the cen-
tral cluster and door decor. 
The car now gets ventilated 
front seats something that 
will come in handy during 
peak Indian summers. 

For the second row, the car 
gets a panoramic sunroof, 
25.65cm connected display 
audio with JBL 9 speaker 
system, segment-first slid-
ing and reclining Seats and 
multi-zone A/C. Toyota’s 
Connected car technology 
- iConnect is also present in 
the car. The flat floor design 
along with a wheelbase of 
285cm (longest in the seg-
ment) ensures good space 
on the 2nd row. The car also 
gets power back door and 
tilt-down Seats for better 
space utilization and in-
creased luggage space. 

engIne
The new Innova HyCross is 
powered by  5th generation 
self-charging strong hybrid 
electric system with a 2.0 li-
ter 4-cylinder Petrol engine 

and a monocoque frame 
with an e-drive sequential 
shift. It delivers a maximum 
power output of 186 PS and 
according to Toyota pro-
vides rapid acceleration and 
best in segment fuel econo-

my. Being a strong hybrid, 
the Innova Hycross can run 
40% of the distance and 
60% of the time in electric 
or zero emission mode. The 
car also comes with the op-

tion of a 2.0 liter 4-cylinder 
Petrol engine mated to a 
direct shift CVT which de-
livers 174 PS. For the first 
time, there is no manual 
gearbox option on the Inno-

va HyCross, but you do get 
Paddle shifts for increased 
control while driving.

safety
The new Innova Hycross 

brings the Toyota Safety 
Sense to India for the first 
time. The safety pack-
age features Dynamic 
Radar Cruise Control 
(DRCC), Lane Trace Assist 

(LTA), Auto High Beam 
(AHB), Blind Spot Monitor 
(BSM) systems, Pre-Colli-
sion System and Rear Cross 
Traffic Alert systems. Other 
features include 6 airbags, 
electronic parking brakes, 
rear disc brakes, vehicle sta-
bility control, hill-start as-
sist, panoramic view moni-
tor and front & rear parking 
sensors. 

The car is available in su-
per white, platinum white 
pearl, silver metallic, atti-
tude black mica, sparkling 
black pearl crystal shine, 
avant grade bronze me-
tallic and a new blackish 
ageha glass flake colour 
option. Interiors in black 
come with two new options 
- chestnut & black and dark 
chestnut. The Hycross will 
come with a warranty of 
3 years/100,000 kilome-
ters and an option of ex-
tended warranty of up to 5 
years/220,000 kilometers, 
3 years free roadside assis-
tance and 8 years/160,000 
kilometers warranty on the 
Hybrid battery. Company 
has also begun bookings 
for the car at Rs 50,000 and 
deliveries will begin soon.
The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com
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IN brIEf

AppLE WAtCH ULtrA CAN 
bECoME A dIvINg CoMpUtEr
Apple launched the Apple Watch Ultra in September 
as a highly durable and ruggedized Apple Watch and 
now the company has launched its Oceanic+ app that 
makes the Apple Watch Ultra into a diving computer. 
According to GSM Arena, a tech-related news website, 
Oceanic+ was designed by Huish Outdoors in collabora-
tion with Apple and it lets the wearer access lots of rel-
evant information for divers. The Apple Watch Ultra can 
be submerged up to 40 m (130 ft) deep and uses its depth 
gauge and water temp sensors to collect additional data. 
This app will show divers 
a warning if they are de-
scending or ascending 
too quickly and it will 
show an estimated 
time it’d take to get 
back to the sur-
face. The app will 
also let divers 
set the compass 
heading during a 
dive. There is also 
a planner that 
takes tide, tem-
perature, visibil-
ity, and currents 
into account be-
fore going on a 
dive. Watch face 
complications can 
show the wearer 
no-fly time, and sur-
face time, among others. 
Oceanic+ will use the 
Taptic Engine and the 
Apple Watch Ultra’s big 
bright display to notify the diver of any crucial info dur-
ing a diving session. It requires the smartwatch to run  
WatchOS 9.1 and be paired with an iPhone 8 or newer on 
iOS 16.1.

sAMsUNg rEvEALs prICE of Its 
Z fLIp4 MAIsoN sMArtpHoNE
South Korean tech giant Samsung’s Maison Margiela Edi-
tion Galaxy Z Flip4, which the company announced earlier 
this month, has finally received a price tag and it might just 
surpass your expectations.

According to a tech news website, GSM Arena, the ex-
clusive Z Flip4 has been priced at KRW 2,255,000 which 
converts to USD 1,688. Samsung is selling a total of 100 
units in South Korea and official sales are set to start on 
December 1.

Potential buyers will need to enter a raffle on Samsung 
Korea’s website between 11 AM and 6 PM local time and 
the winners will be announced on December 2, as per GSM 
Arena.

Buyers can also enter the raffle through the South Ko-
rean trading platform KREAM from December 1 on a first-
come, first-serve principle. The Maison Margiela Galaxy Z 
Flip4 will also be sold in Hong Kong and France.

Meanwhile, 
Samsung 
h a s  b e e n 
rolling 
o u t  t h e 
Android 
13-based 
One UI 5 
update for 
its smart-
phones. 

The company 
recently also 
assured users 
that they are 
aiming to bring 
future One UI 
versions even 
faster and to 
more devices at 
the same time, 
reported GSM 
Arena.

sAMsUNg brINgs bALL WAtCH 
fACE to WAtCH5, WAtCH5 pro
South Korean tech giant Samsung has released a new 
software update for the Gal-
axy Watch5 and Galaxy 
Watch5 Pro with a new 
Ball watch face to 
commemorate the 
ongoing FIFA 
Wo r l d  C u p 
2022.

Accord-
ing to GSM 
A r e n a ,  a 
tech news 
website, 
the update 
weighs a little 
over 500MB 
and has a firm-

ware version 
e n d i n g  w it h 
AVK7. Once the 
update is installed, us-
ers can find the new Ball watch face in the 
Galaxy Wearable app with flags of countries partici-
pating in the FIFA World Cup 2022.

The new update also comes with the November 
2022 security patch, and the changelog says it in-
cludes stability codes to improve the notifications 
and behavior of the watches, reported GSM Arena.

To install the update, users can head to the Galaxy 
Wearable app’s watch settings, then watch software 
update and finally the Home tab menu to check for 
it manually. But do note that it’s currently not avail-
able for the Galaxy Watch5 Pro’s LTE model.

Meanwhile, Samsung has been rolling out their 
Android 13 based One UI 5 update for their smart-
phones. The company recently also assured users 
that they are aiming to bring future One UI ver-
sions even faster and to more devices at the same 
time, reported GSM Arena.

tWIttEr to Up Its CHArACtEr 
LIMIt froM 280 to 1000
Twitter rants are set to grow bigger.

The microblogging site’s character limit might soon ex-
pand to 1000 characters from its previous limit of just 280 
characters. CEO Elon Musk teased the update in response 
to a user’s suggestion.

“It’s on the todo list,” Musk wrote.
According to a report by Mashable, Twitter was re-

ferred to as a “microblogging service” mainly due to 
its limit of 140 characters for its tweets. Eventually, 
the limit was increased to 280 characters in 2017. The 
news was announced on Twitter’s official blog.

“many people Tweeted the full 280 limit because it 
was new and novel, but soon after behavior normal-
ized.......We saw when people needed to use more than 

140 characters, they Tweeted more easily and more 
often,” the official Twitter blog read.
The character limit has been one of the prime differ-

ences between Twitter and other social media services.
Musk has shown interest in the idea of increasing the 

character limit on a number of occasions since his takeover 
of the platform, as per a report by Mashable.

On November 27, a Twitter user suggested to Musk to 
increase the platform’s word limit from 280 to 420.

“Good idea” Musk wrote in response. Prior to that, an-
other user had suggested “get rid of character limits.” “Ab-
solutely”, the multi-billionaire responded.

The new Innova HyCross 
looks quite different from 
the Innova Crysta, yet the 
silhouette reminds you 
that this car belongs to the 
Innova family. It gets 
a raised bonnet 
line, a large 
hexagonal 
gunmetal 
finish grille, 
automatic 
LED 
headlamps, 
super chrome 
alloy wheels, and a wider 
bumper to enhance its 
sophisticated look.



Arjun Babuta in Men’s 10m 
Air Rifle and Vivaan Kapoor 
in Men’s Trap, were crowned 
national champions across 
two cities where the 65th 
National Shooting Cham-
pionship Competitions are 
currently being held.

Punjab’s Arjun overcame 
Assam’s Hriday Hazarika 
16-8 in the gold medal match 
at the Vattiyoorkkavu Shoot-
ing Range in Thiruvanantha-
puram, Kerala, where the 
Rifle nationals are taking 
place as read in a statement 
issued by the National Rifle 
Association of India (NRAI). 
At the same time, Rajasthan’s 
Vivaan, got the better of Tamil 
Nadu’s Prithviraj Tondaiman 
shooting 31 birds to the lat-
ter’s 27, in the medal match at 

Delhi’ Dr Karni Singh Shoot-
ing Range, the venue of the 
Shotgun nationals. Arjun 
made the gold medal match 
after topping the top eight 
ranking round with a score 
of 263.4. Hriday was second 
with 262.9 to earn his place 
in the title clash. In Men’s 
Trap, Vivaan came second 
behind state-mate and Paris 
2024 Olympics quota winner 
Bhowneesh Mendiratta in the 
second semi-final, shooting 
down 21 targets to latter’s 22. 
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Arjun Babuta

nail-biting victory

Babuta, Vivaan crowned 
champions at 65th NSCC
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Day 1

Labuschagne, Smith, Khawaja 
shine to power Oz to 293/2

An unbeaten ton by Mar-
nus Labuschagne and half-
centuries from Usman Kha-
waja and Steve Smith helped 
Australia reach 293/2 at the 
end of Day 1 of their first Test 
against West Indies at Perth 
Stadium, Perth on Wednes-
day.

At the end of the first day’s 
play, Labuschagne (154*) 
and Smith (59*) stood tall 
for Australia. After Auss-
ies elected to bat first, pacer 
Jayden Seales gave Windies 
an early breakthrough as 
the big man David Warner’s 
stumps were dislodged 
while he attempted to slash a 

ball angling away from him. 
Warner was back in the pa-
villion for just five runs and 
Australia was at 9/1.

Khawaja and Labuschagne 
stabilised the innings after 
the first wicket. Both left the 

visitors searching for wick-
ets, helping their side cross 
150-run mark.

The 142-run stand between 
the duo was over when all-
rounder Kyle Mayers struck 
to remove Khawaja for 65 off 

149 balls with five fours and 
a six. Khawaja continued his 
great year in Test, smashing 
his 18th fifty in the longer 
format and fourth of the 
year.

Steve Smith walked on to 
the crease to join forces with 
Labuschagne. The duo, who 
together had stitched many 
partnerships for Australia in 
past, proved to be lethal for 
the Windies. Labuschagne 
brought up his century in 
192 balls.

Smith also played some 
stylish shots, bringing up 
his fifty in 75 balls.

The duo stitched an un-
beaten stand of 142 runs 
to end the first day of the 
match.

TDG NETWORK
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setting benchmark

youngsters shoulD be given more opportunities

If the Indian cricket team 
has to do some miracle in 
the World Cup, then the se-
lection committee will have 
to take some drastic steps. 
I am unable to understand 
that if a player is not per-
forming well despite getting 
frequent chances then why 
new player is not getting 
chance in his place. New 
selection committee must 

set a benchmark. Player’s 
reputation doesn’t matter, 
he must know how to seize 
opportunities. It would be 
better if you replace him and 
give chance to a new player. 
If you select established play-
ers over and over again then 
it is possible that the team 
will again have to depend 
on players like Mohammed 
Shami and Dinesh Karthik 
during the World Cup. 

If we talk about New Zea-
land series, we could have 
gained a lot from this series 
but it did not happen. Talk-
ing about Rishabh Pant’s 
game, I like his game but 
if he wants to confirm his 
place then he needs to im-
prove his performance. In 
T20 International cricket 
Pant has not been able to do 
justice to his performance 
so far. If we talk about the 
team management, you can 
keep making changes in 
the team management but 
the players have to perform 
well. 

In bowling we need bowl-
ers who can bowl at a speed 
of 140 kms. I cannot un-
derstand why we are not 
giving chance to Navdeep 
Saini. You are playing on 

New Zealand pitch and you 
have sent bowler like Saini 
on a tour with India A, then 
you are bound to face diffi-
culties. Suryakumar Yadav 
plays at number 4 in the 
batting order, if you com-
promise with his position 
just to save Pant’s place then 
it would not be good for the 
team. Every player has his 
own skill which should not 
be tampered with just like 
Washington Sundar who 
cannot be treated as a bat-
ting all-rounder instead of 
bowling all-rounder. It is 
very important to elect a 
new selection committee as 
soon as possible because if 
these important things are 
not implemented, then we 
will continue to struggle in 
the World Cup like this.  

The third and final 
ODI of the three-
match series between 

India and New Zealand was 
called off due to rain, with 
the hosts being able to score 
104/1 in 18 overs at the time 
rain intervened and put any 
possibility of further action 
to rest.

The Blackcaps thus won 
the series 1-0. Chasing a tar-
get of 220, New Zealand got 
off to a flying start as their 
openers Finn Allen and 
Devon Conway gathered 
97 runs without losing a 
wicket. While trashing In-
dian bowlers all around the 
ground Allen brought up 
his half-century in just 50 
balls.

Umran Malik then gave 
his team a big breakthrough 
as he dismissed Allen for 57 
off 54 in the 17th over of the 
game. Allen’s wicket invited 
skipper Kane Williamson 
to the crease. Williamson 
joined hands with Conway 
to slam Indian bowlers for 
boundaries while taking 
singles at regular intervals.

After 18 overs of play rain 
stopped the match with 
Conway unbeaten at 38 off 
51 while Williamson at 0 in 
three balls.

Earlier put to bat first, cru-
cial knocks by Shreyas Iyer 
and Washington Sundar 
guided India to a respect-
able total against New Zea-

land as the host produced 
a superb bowling perfor-
mance to bundle out Men in 
Blue for 219.

Sundar scored the high-
est for India with 51 off 64 
while Iyer played a knock 
of 49 runs in 59 deliveries 
to help Men in Blue post a 
respectable total against the 
hosts.

For New Zealand, Adam 
Milne and Daryl Mitchell 
bagged three-wicket 
hauls respec-
tively 
while 
Tim 
Southee 

claimed two wickets.
Put to bat first, India got 

off to the worst start as they 
lost their opening duo of 
Shubman Gill and Shikhar 
Dhawan within the 13 overs 
of the game. Adam Milne 
rattled India’s top order as 
he dismissed Gill for 13 off 

22 and skipper Dhawan 
for 28 off 45 deliveries, 
leaving the Men in Blues’ 
score at 55/2 in the 13th 
over of the game.

Shreyas  Iyer  and 
Rishabh Pant then tried 
to form a partnership 
for struggling 
I n d i a  a n d 

slammed New 
Zealand bowlers all 

around the ground. How-
ever, the blistering partner-
ship was broken by Daryl 

Mitchell as the 
bowler sent 
Pant packing 
after scoring 
10 runs off 16 
deliveries.

Suryaku-
mar Ya-
dav 
came 
out 
to bat 

but the 
stylish 
batter 
failed 
t o  c o n-
tribute 

to his team as Milne 
struck again for New 
Zealand and sent 
Suryakumar back 
to the pavilion after 
scoring just 6 runs 
in the 25th over 
of the game.

Shreyas Iyer’s 

stint was also cut 
short as he fall 

one run short 
of  his  14th 

ODI 
fif-
ty 

and departed after scoring 
49 off 59 on the delivery of 
Lockie Ferguson in the 26th 
over of the game. Washing-
ton Sundar then came out 
to bat. After 30 overs of the 
game, India’s score read 
135/5.

Tim Southee then gave 
India a big blow as he dis-
missed Deepak Hooda for 
12 in 25 balls in the 34th 
over of the game, leaving 
India tottering at 149/6. 
Deepak Chahar then came 
out to bat.

Sundar then opened his 
hands and slammed South-
ee for 8 runs with his back-
to-back two fours. New 
Zealand pacers continue to 
dominate the Indian bat-
ters. Chahar then tried to 
play aggressively which cost 
him his wicket as he was 
sent back to the pavilion af-
ter scoring 12 runs in 9 balls.

With a stunning mighty 
six over mid-wicket Sundar 
brought up his maiden ODI 
fifty in just 62 balls, howev-
er, his stint at the crease was 
cut short as Southee sent 
the batter back in the pavil-
ion after scoring 51 off 64 
balls in the 48th over of the 
game to bundle out India 
for 219 in 47.3 of the game.

Brief score: India 219 
(Washington Sundar 51, 
Shreyas Iyer 49; Daryl 
Mitchell 3-25) vs New Zea-
land 104/1 18 overs (Finn 
Allen 57, Devon Conway 38; 
Umran Malik 1-31). 

three-match series
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thirD oDi match calleD off, nz 
win series 1-0 against inDia

thirD match

inDian men’s hockey team keeps series alive, Defeats australia 4-3

India’s never-say-die attitude 
came to the fore today in their 
third match against World 
Number 1 Australia as they 
scored in the 60th minute to 
grab a 4-3 win and keep the 
five-match series alive.

This victory is a significant 
confidence-booster for the 
Indian team, having lost to 
Australia on 12 occasions 
on the trot. It was Mandeep 
Singh who set up Akashdeep 
Singh to score the winner for 
India while other goals were 
scored by Harmanpreet 
Singh (12’), Abhishek (47’) 
and Shamsher Singh (57’). 
For Australia, Jack Welch 
(25), Aran Zalewski (32’) 
and Nathan Ephraums (59’) 
scored, as per a press release 
from Hockey India. After em-
phasizing on the strong de-
fensive structure on the eve 

of the match, India Captain 
Harmanpreet Singh ensured 
his team followed it to the T 
as they impressed with their 
one-on-one defence to con-
tain the Australian forward 
line who have shown ram-
paging form so far in this 
five-match Series which put 
the home team ahead by 2-1 
in the Series.

India got off the blocks 
swiftly, pushing Australia 
on the backfoot when they 
converted from a penalty 
corner in the 12th minute. It 

was Hardik Singh who gave 
the breakthrough when he 
created the PC via an aerial 
ball into the circle, which 
was poorly intercepted by 
Australian defender leading 
to dangerous play foul in the 
D. Harmanpreet Singh, who 
has been in great form, was 
on target with a powerful 
dragflick that went past Johan 
Durst at lightning speed. This 
was Harmanpreet’s fourth 
goal of the tour.

Australia had a chance to 
level the score early in the sec-

ond quarter when they were 
awarded a PC after India’s 
foot-foul in the circle. But 
experienced India goalie PR 
Sreejesh was on-point with 
his saves. He first blocked 
Jeremy Hayward’s dragflick 
and then stopped two more 
shots on goal along with his 
wingman Surender support-
ing him. Australia, however, 
didn’t let go of the opportu-
nity when they won their sec-
ond PC in the 25th minute. 
Though Sreejesh did well to 
block Hayward’s flick, Welch 
nicked the ball past him on 
rebound.

Australia furthered their 
scoreline at the start of the 
third quarter through a 
well-executed PC scored by 
Aran Zalewski in the 32nd 
minute. However, India re-
mained calm in their pursuit 
and continued to hold on to 
the momentum - taking the 
match down to the wire as has 

been the trend in the previous 
two matches.

India upped the ante in 
their attack, which resulted in 
their second PC of the match 
in the 47th minute. A good 
injection by Abhishek was 
well-received by Harman-
preet only to setup the injec-
tor to deflect the ball into the 
post. The variation worked 
with Abhishek perfecting it. 
Moments later, he worked 
in tandem with Shamsher 
Singh to win India’s their 
third PC. Unfortunately, the 
chance went begging after a 
poor execution.

With just four minutes left 
for the final hooter, Sham-
sher helped India win their 
fourth PC and this time, he 
was immaculate in his effort 
to pick up a rebound off Ju-
graj Singh’s dragflick to score 
his team’s third goal. The fi-
nal few minutes were intense, 
with Australia scoring off a 

PC in the 59th minute. But 
a fine coordination between 
Mandeep Singh and Akash-
deep Singh ensured India 
finished well.

“It was a better defensive ef-
fort today. We put up a good 
fight back on a couple of oc-
casions,” expressed India’s 
Chief Coach Graham Reid 
after the match. However, he 
still warned the players of giv-
ing away too many chances to 
their opposition. In this case, 
conceding eight PCs.

“While our PC conversion 
rate was good, we probably 
still gave them too many op-
portunities and relied a little 
bit too much on our goal-
keeper. Having said that, 
sometimes it is good to graft 
out a win and I think that’s 
what the team did today. We 
fought hard and it was a good 
character-building game for 
us ahead of the World Cup in 
January,” Reid added.
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inaugural eDition

My focus lies purely 
on T20 cricket: Hales

One of T20 cricket’s brightest stars, Eng-
land’s opening batter Alex Hales will turn 
out in Desert Vipers colours during the 
inaugural edition of the ILT20 the tour-
nament being hosted in the United Arab 
Emirates from 13 January to 12 February, 
2023.

The good news is that Hales believes the 
Vipers have what it takes to win the com-
petition; but the bad news for T20 bowlers 
all around the world is that he intends to 
concentrate on the shorter formats for the 
time being, with no immediate plans to re-
turn to 50-over cricket. 

A member of England’s T20 World Cup-
winning squad, Hales is riding on a crest of 
an incredible wave of form since his return 
to national duty after a three-year hiatus. 
He had the second-highest aggregate for 
his team in the World Cup with 212 runs, 
while also striking 10 sixes, a mark bet-
tered only by Zimbabwe’s Sikandar Raza 
among all players.

The England batter on whether he still 
has ambitions in the 50-over game: “I think 
for the time being my focus lies purely on 
T20 cricket. It is a format where over the 
last three years, I have gotten better at a re-

ally quick rate. I think for the time being I 
am just going to focus on T20 Cricket, and 
probably give that (50 over cricket) some 
thought. I know there is a World Cup in 
India next summer, but for the moment my 
focus is on this tournament and the T20 
franchise circuit. You have to see what the 
future holds, you just never know.”

Alex Hales on joining the Desert Vipers, 
and what made him decide to play in the 
UAE and the ILT20: “I know Tom Moody 
really well. I have played under him in the 
past, so to get a chance to work with him 
again was awesome. I am really looking 
forward to being part of a new franchise.”

“Being a part of a new and exciting com-
petition is really important for me as a T20 
cricketer. The game is growing, and to get 
a chance to play in a country I like, where I 
have spent a lot of time playing cricket over 
the years, is really exciting.”

Alex Hales on coming into the ILT20 on 
the crest of a wave after the T20 World Cup 
in Australia: “It is a special feeling, some-
thing I did not think I would get a chance 
to do again was playing the World Cup. I 
think I will be riding that wave for some 
time. It has definitely not sunk in yet. I 
hope I can carry that form into this tour-
nament.” 
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ReetindeR Singh Sodhi

England’s opening batter Alex Hales 

Shreyas 
Iyer’s stint was 

also cut short as he 
fall one run short of his 

14th ODI fifty and departed 
after scoring 49 off 59 on the 
delivery of Lockie Fergu-

son in the 26th over of 
the game. 

Marnus Labuschagne in action

Indian defeated Australia 4-3 in their third match

Rishabh Pant
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 BIG UPSET

Australia enter round 
of 16, beat Denmark 1-0
A second-half strike by 
Mathew Leckie sent Aus-
tralia into the round of 16 
of the FIFA World Cup for 
the first time since 2006, 
helping his side clinch a 1-0 
win over Denmark at the Al 
Janoub Stadium in Qatar on 
Wednesday. Australia have 
finished at the second posi-
tion in points table with six 
points, two wins and a loss 
to their name. Denmark 
bow out of the tournament 
with only one point next to 
their name and one draw 
and two losses. Australia 
started off with attacking in-
tentions, but a shot by Riley 
McGree was blocked by the 
opposition in the third min-
ute of the match.

Aziz Behich tried to do 
something with a cross, 
but his attempt proved to 
be wasteful. Denmark also 
tried to attack, with Jesper 
Lindstrom attempting to 
score but his attempt proved 
to be futile in the 12th min-
ute.

In the coming minutes of 
the match, Denmark was 
clearly at the top. Christian 
Eriksen floated a free kick in 
the 19th minute which head-
ed to the side-netting. With 
each passing second, Den-
mark looked more threaten-
ing, with Ryan being made 
to make another save.

McGee unleashed another 
shot on goal, but Schmeichel 
made the save and Denmark 

got a free kick. In the 30th 
minute, Lindstorm went on 
a galloping run but his shoot 
was way too wide.

In the dying minutes of the 
first half, Skov Olsen was 
given a red card and Den-
mark was clearly looking 
frustrated due to not being 
able to score. Both teams 
continued to run around in 
pursuit of the opening goal. 
At the end of the first half, 
the scoreline was goalless.

In the 58th minute, Aus-
tralia got a free-kick after 
Lindstorm was fouled. Mi-
los Degenek took the free 

kick, which swung across 
the face of the goal, but did 
not trouble the goalkeeper 
at all.

In the 60th minute of 
the match, Mathew Leckie 
found himself in a one-on-
one situation with a defend-
er, but went past him and 
overcame another challenge 
to slot the ball into the cor-
ner to give the Aussies the 
lead.

As the minutes passed, 
Denmark looked completely 
off-colour, completely out of 
ideas. They did not display 
the intention to score a goal.

 DIFFICULT MOMENT

It’s difficult moment but I’ll 
keep going: Gareth Bale

Gareth Bale refuted claims 
about him having played the 
last match and said that he 
would continue to play as long 
as the team needs to do and his 
body allows after Wales was 
knocked out of the FIFA World 
Cup.

Bale expressed his desire to 
keep playing for the team until 
the team no longer needs him 
“I’ll keep going as long as I can 
and as long as I’m wanted. It’s 
a difficult moment now. But 
we go again. We have a quali-
fying campaign [for the Euro-
pean Championship] starting 
in March and we have a few 

months to get away from inter-
national football now, which 
is obviously disappointing,” 
said the Wales captain, quoted 
ESPN as reported by BBC 
Sport.

Bale was positive about his 
return to national duty when 
Robert Page’s team kicks off 

Euro 2024 qualifying in March.
“I hope so, yes,” said Bale 

when asked about him play-
ing for Wales in the Euro 2024 
qualifying matches.

The experienced forward 
expressed his thoughts about 
the team’s run to qualifying in 
the World Cup and the perfor-
mance in the tournament.

“Everyone is disappointed. I 
think we’re all proud of what 
we’ve achieved to get here. We 
have to look at how far we’ve 
come. Of course, we would 
have loved to have gone past the 
group, but football is difficult. 
Teams go through good runs 
and bad runs, and we didn’t 
quite live up to our expectations 
this tournament.  

 FIFA WC 

Southgate lauds Rashford for his 
impressive show in England’s win 

England head coach Gareth 
Southgate applauded Mar-
cus Rashford’s impressive 
showing in the team’s 3-0 
win over Wales where the 
forward managed to score a 
brace on Wednesday.

The head coach expressed 
happiness over the forward’s 
performance while credit-
ing his success to the train-
ing Rashford undertook for 
it and also rued the striker’s 
chance to get a hat trick in the 
game. “It’s great for Marcus 
Rashford, he has trained re-
ally well. I have to say, he’s 
really been impressive since 
he came back in with us. He 
could have had a hat trick, 
couldn’t he? And the free 
kick is what he’s capable of, 

it’s an incredible strike re-
ally,” expressed Southgate, 
quoted ESPN as reported by 
BBC. Southgate talked about 

his change of strategy at half-
time which worked wonders 
for the team and yielded 
three goals to secure a win.

“In moments I thought both 
Foden and Rash were quiet 
in the first half, we decided to 
switch wings, and I thought 
that might allow them to go 
on the outside and also the 
chance to come in and they 
responded really well, so for 
both to get the goals is great,” 
said the England boss.

The former England player 
shared his thoughts on the 
team’s overall performance 
and applauded them for 
maintaining discipline and 
quality right till the end to 
secure a win.

“I thought in the first half 
we really controlled the 
game, but we didn’t create 
many clear-cut chances. So 
we wanted a little bit more 
thrust and threat in the final 
third and to play forward a 
bit quicker. 

Wa h b i  K h a z r i 
struck the soli-
tary goal of the 

match in the 58th minute to 
help Tunisia clinch a 1-0 win 
over France in their Group 
D FIFA World Cup match at 
the Education City Stadium 
in Qatar on Wednesday.

However, despite their 
win, Tunisia are out of the 
tournament. They finish 
at three in the points table 
with four points, with a win, 
loss and a draw under their 
kitty. Meanwhile, France 
has topped the table with six 
points with two wins and a 
loss. In the fifth minute, de-
fender Raphael Varane was 
able to keep a check on Ali 
Maaloul’s cross and kept the 
ball away from goal. Anoth-
er dodgy punch from Steve 
Mandanda followed.

Tunisia almost scored 
as forward Wahbi Khazri 
almost nailed a goal, but 
defender Nader Ghandri 
turned home his wicked de-
livery in the eighth minute of 
the match.

France did not enjoy a very 
good start as their attacking 
intentions were made clear 
by shots from Khazri and Ali 
Maaloul. In the 16th minute, 
France committed a foul.

From 20 minutes and later, 
France started to get their 

act together. In the 25th 
minute, France’s Youssef 
Fofana tried to work the 
ball to Kingsley Coman, but 
he fired the ball wide of his 
target.

Both sides continued to 
take shots at the target, with 
Tunisia being the more ag-

gressive side. But neither 
could convert their chances 
into actual goals.

By the time the first half 
ended, France looked off-
colour as they could attempt 
only two shots on target 
while Tunisia attempted 
29. Though nobody could 

score, Tunisia was clearly 
the much better side.

Tunisia continued with 
their aggressive gameplay 
in the second half as well. 
Aissa Laidouni fired a fierce 
hit over the bar, going past 
Fofana. But he could not 
score.

Tunisia was rewarded for 
their persistence as Khazri 
seized the ball and made a 
40-yard run before rolling it 
into the bottom right corner. 
The defending champions 
France were down 1-0 after 
this 58th-minute strike.

Issam Jebali replaced 
Khazri in the 60th minute. 
France made some substi-
tutes of their own in the 63rd 
minute.

Raphael Varane, Kingsley 
Coman and Jordan Veret-
out were off for France, 
with William Saliba, Kylian 
Mbappe and Adrien Rabiot 
replacing them.

Mbappe looked to score in 
the 72nd minute but his shot 
was too wide, making him 
raise his hands in apology.

At the end of ninety min-
utes, the French side had 
eight more extra time min-
utes to score an equaliser. 
Three minutes into the full 
time, Mbappe fired a free-
kick at the wall but bounced 
in front of Aymen Dahmen, 
who made the save.

Antoine Griezmann netted 
the equaliser in the dying 
seconds of the match, but 
he was denied the goal after 
a video review.

Tunisia clinched a memo-
rable 1-0 win. But were out 
of the World Cup as France 
finished the group toppers 
and Australia finished as 
runners-up. 
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KHAZRI STRIKES AS TUNISIA BEAT 
DEFENDING CHAMPIONS FRANCE 1-0

 GREAT VIEWERSHIP

CHRISTIAN PULISIC SHINES AS 
USA FINISH SECOND IN GROUP B
 The United States men’s na-
tional team won 1-0 against 
Iran on Tuesday at Al Thu-
mama Stadium to finish sec-
ond in Group B and qualify 
for the round of 16 of the 2022 
World Cup to play the Neth-
erlands.

In the 38th minute, Chris-
tian Pulisic converted Sergino 
Dest’s headed cross to provide 
the crucial advantage. He put 
his body on the line and later 
collided with Iran’s goalkeep-
er, suffering an abdominal 
injury. Brenden Aaronson 
replaced Pulisic at halftime as 
a result of the injury, but for 
the US it was unquestionably 
a price worth paying as Gregg 
Berhalter’s team held onto its 
lead in the second half to ad-

vance at Iran’s expense.
The second half saw Iran 

struggle throughout the 
match and was never able to 
find its footing. After gaining 
an advantage in the first half, 
the USA lacked the same in-

tensity in the second half 
while losing Pulisic to injury 
also did not help them.

Both teams played a goalless 
second half, with Iran coming 
second to the USA and hiring 
their chances of making it to 

the round of 16.
USA enjoyed a slender 1-0 

advantage against Iran at 
the end of the first half after 
Christian Pulisic scored in the 
38th minute at the Al Thuma-
ma stadium on Wednesday.

The American side stepped 
up their game as they needed 
a win to advance to the knock-
out stage of the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup. They found their 
hero in Pulisic as the Chelsea 
star found the back of the net 
to spark celebrations in his 
dugout.

If not for the offside in the 
final minute of the first half, 
they would have ended with a 
two-goal advantage over Iran. 
Timothy Weah scored in the 
wee minutes only to be denied 
the goal as he ventured too far 
ahead to be called offside. 

Tunisian footballers celebrate during the match between Tunisia and France in the FIFA World Cup 
2022, at Education City Stadium, in Al Rayyan on Tuesday. 

Players in action during the match between Australia and Denmark 
in the FIFA World Cup 2022, at Al Janoub Stadium, in Al-Wakrah 
on Tuesday.
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 GROUP E 

FRANCE’S STEPHANIE FRAPPART TO BECOME FIRST 
FEMALE REFEREE AT MEN’S WORLD CUP GAME

History will be made 
when Costa Rica face 
Germany on 1 December 
at the Al Bayt Stadium 
when France’s Stephanie 
Frappart will become the 
first woman in the history 
of the FIFA World Cup to 
referee a finals match in the 
men’s tournament. 

Frappart, who will be 
the first woman to referee 
a men’s World Cup match, 
will be joined by assistant 
referees Neuza Back of 
Brazil and Mexico’s Karen 
Diaz Medina for the crucial 

Group E game on Thurs-
day, Fifa announced on 
Tuesday. However, it will 

not be the first time the 
38-year-old French referee 
has written her name into 

football history. Frappart 
was also the first woman to 
referee a Ligue 1 and UEFA 

Champions League game.
“The men’s World Cup is 

the most important sport-
ing competition in the 
world. I was the first refer-
ee in France and in Europe, 
so I know how to deal with 
it,” Frappart said in an of-
ficial statement released by 
FIFA.com.

Before the World Cup, 
Pierluigi Collina, chair-
man of the FIFA Referees 
Committee, said of the 
three female referees at the 
World Cup: “They were 
not selected because they 
are women but as FIFA 
referees. They could offici-
ate any game.” 
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