
9-YEAR-OLD 
RAPED, 
STRANGLED TO 
DEATH IN THANE
THANE: A 9-year-old 
girl was allegedly raped 
and strangled to death 
in the Kalyan area of 
Thane, the police said 
on Thursday. The police 
said a case of rape and 
POCSO was regis-
tered at the Mahatma 
Phule police station 
and an investigation is 
underway. They added 
that they are also in the 
process of examining 
CCTV footage and are 
gathering information 
from locals.  According 
to the police, the minor 
girl was found dead at a 
bus depot near Kalyan 
railway station.A local 
informed the police 
about the body after 
which it reached the 
spot. 

FEMALE  
JOURNALIST 
SHOT IN RANCHI, 
HUSBAND  
UNDER SCANNER
RANCHI: A woman 
journalist on Thursday 
sustained gunshot in-
juries following a ‘sus-
pected’ brawl with her 
husband near the Ratu 
Police Station in Ranchi, 
officials said. Accord-
ing to the police, prima 
facie, the firing incident 
emerged following an 
alleged fight between 
the husband-wife duo. 
The woman was rushed 
to the hospital and 
is undergoing treat-
ment at the Rajendra 
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (RIMS) in Ranchi. 

TOP OF THE DAY

NEWSX MARATHON DISCUSSION 

60% polling in first phase, BJP 
gears up for another stint 

Over 60 per cent voting was 
witnessed in the first phase 
of Gujarat assembly polls on 
Thursday. According to lat-
est data from Election Com-

mission, polling percentage 
was 60.47. 

Gujarat Chief Electoral Of-
ficer P Bharathi told report-
ers that the polling was held 
peacefully. The voting began 
at 8 am and concluded at 5 
pm with the highest voter 

turnaround in Narmada 
district at 73.02 per cent, fol-
lowed by Tapi (72.32 pc). The 
third highest polling took 
place in Morbi (67.65). 

Amreli saw 57.06 per cent 
voting, Bharuch (63.08),  
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‘ONE COUNTRY, ONE LAW’

‘MP TO IMPLEMENT 
UNIFORM CIVIL CODE’ 

Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
on Thursday said the BJP 
government will implement 
a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 
in the state and a committee 
is being for the purpose. 
Addressing the PESA 

Awareness Conference 

at Chachariya Pati village, 
Sendhwa in Barwani dis-
trict on Thursday, the CM 
said, “There are people who 
grab tribal land by marrying 
a tribal girl. Today, I have 
come here to make people 
aware of such practices. I 
am in favour of implement-
ing the Uniform Civil Code 
in the country. Why should 
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Competition in Congress on who 
says more bad words: PM Modi 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday hit back 
at Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge for calling 
him “Ravana” and said 
that there is a competition 
among Congress leaders 
as to who will use the most 
abusive words for him. 

The remarks of PM Modi 
came after Kharge had 
described PM Modi as 
Ravana. While addressing 
an election rally Gujarat 
for second phase in Kalol 
town of Panchmahal dis-
trict in poll-bound Gujarat, 
the Prime Minister said, “I 
respect Kharge ji. He will 
say what he has been told 
to say. Congress party 

doesn’t know that this is 
the Gujarat of Ram Bhakts 
In this land of Rambhakts, 
he was asked to call me a 
Ravan with 100 heads.” 

PM Modi further said 
that Congress does not ac-
cept Lord Ram’s existence 
but they brought Ravan 
from Ramayan to abuse 
him. 
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RAGE OVER RAVANA

WHENEVER CONGRESS ATTACKED MODI, 
VOTERS GAVE BEFITTING REPLY: SHAH

Reacting to Congress’ “Ravana” remark 
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Thursday said that the people of Gujarat 
have always given a reply to Congress 
through the ballot box whenever they 
have used inappropriate words against 
PM Modi. 

While holding a roadshow in Sanand in 
Ahmedabad, the Home Minister told news 

agency, “Whenever Congress has used in-
appropriate words against PM Modi, then 
the people of Gujarat have given a reply 
through the ballot box. This time also the 
people of the state will give a reply.” The 
Home Minister’s roadshow is being held 
when polling for the first phase in 89 of the 
182 constituencies is underway in the state. 
Scores of people joined the Home Minister 
in the roadshow.

Shah said that when Narendra Modi was 
Chief Minister of the State, he had solved 
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One-ness 

The Great Stupa at Sanchi among the 100 ASI 
sites lit up with the G20 logo as India assumes 

the presidency, in Raisen on Thursday.  ANI

JATIN GOSWAMI 
NEW DELHI

NARCO TEST OF AAFTAB COMPLETED Aaftab to go through 
‘post-narco interview’

After the narco analysis 
test of Aaftab Poonawalla, 
accused in the Shraddha 
Walkar murder case, was 
successfully completed 
on Thursday, a four-
member team will visit 
the Central jail today for 
the ‘Post-Narco Test In-
terview’. 

According to the prison 
officials, the arrangement 
was made keeping in view 

the security of the ac-
cused who was recently 
attacked outside the Fo-
rensic Science Labora-
tory (FSL) office in Delhi. 

“Four member team of Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory 
and Investigating officer 
will visit the Central jail 
tomorrow for the ‘Post-
Narco Test Interview’. 

This arrangement has 
been made in view of the 
high risk involved in the 
transportation of Aftab,” 
the prison officials said. 

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHISHRADDHA 

MURDER CASE
A narco analysis test of Aaftab Poonawala, 
the accused in the gruesome murder of 
his live-in partner Shraddha Walkar, was 
conducted on Thursday at the Baba Saheb 
Ambedkar Hospital in the national capital’s 
Rohini, Delhi Police officials said. 

Aaftab was brought by Delhi Police from 
Tihar jail where he is currently lodged, to the 
Ambedkar hospital around 9 am for a narco 
test after a Delhi court gave permission for 
the analysis. Before undergoing narco analy-
sis test, Aaftab was given a general examina-
tion to check his blood pressure, pulse rate, 
body temperature and heartbeat. He also 
signed a consent form agreeing to the narco 

test after which he was put under anaesthesia 
and he was subjected to the narco analysis. 

The narco test was conducted by a team of 
FSL officials which includes a photo expert,  
forensic psychology expert and one doctor 
of forensic medicine and the Nodal Officer, 
Narco, Ambedkar Hospital. 

The narco test of Aaftab was over by 11:45 
pm after which he was kept under doctors’ 
observation and given psychological therapy. 

As India on Thursday as-
sumed the presidency of 
G20, the Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi set an agenda for 
the much-coveted group saying that 
it will be inclusive, ambitious and 

action-oriented. 
Citing India’s theme - ‘One Earth, 

One Family, One Future’, PM Modi 
said India’s G20 Presidency will 
work to promote this universal sense 
of one-ness.  “This is not just a slogan. 
It takes into account recent changes 
in human circumstances, which we 
have collectively failed to appreciate. 

Today, we have the means to produce 
enough to meet the basic needs of all 
people in the world,” he said. 

Our G20 priorities will be shaped 
in consultation with not just our G20 
partners, but also our fellow-travel-
lers in the global South, whose voice 
often goes unheard, the PM added.

PM Modi said that India will work 

to promote a universal sense of one-
ness and its priorities will be shaped 
not only in consultation with G20 
partners but also with the Global 
South. He underlined that the great 
challenges of today like climate 
change, terrorism, and pandemics, 
cannot be solved by fighting each  

PM FOR ‘ONE-NESS’ OF WORLD 
ORDER DURING G20 PRESIDENCY

‘ONE EARTH, ONE FUTURE’
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 PM Narendra Modi says India will look for an ‘inclusive and action-oriented’ agenda
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ON GLOBAL STAGE

WORLD GETS A BOOST, HAILS 
INDIA’S G20 PRESIDENCY

The world on Thursday 
hailed India’s elevation as 
the G20 president whole-
heartedly. 

United States support In-
dia’s G-20 presidency and 

will continue its efforts to 
build a resilient global econ-
omy, White House press 
secretary Karine Jean-Pierre 
said. 

Pierre said, “We look for-
ward to supporting India’s 
G 20 presidency next year  
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BRIDGING THE GAP 

India in middle-ground to bring 
all parties to table: Jaishankar 

Underscoring the importance of India’s G20 
presidency, External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar on Thursday said India has a middle-
ground to bring different parties to the table. 
“World is very polarised. Even having ev-

erybody in the room was a real challenge in 
the last G20 meeting in Bali. A country like 
India, which is independent-minded, has a 
middle-ground to bring different parties to 
the table,” he said. 

Jaishankar was addressing a press briefing 
at G20 University Connect here. 
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NOBLE CAUSE 

MP KARTIKEYA SHARMA INVITES 
ALL TO ATTEND ‘MAHAKUMBH’

The run-up to the Brah-
min convention, named as 

‘Parshuram Mahakumbh’, 
has begun. The prepara-
tion is in full swing for the 
mega show on 11 December  
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Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma attending a gatheing  
in the run-up to ‘Parshuram Mahakumbh’.

CHAOS IN AIRPORT 

Server crash in Mumbai 
Airport, resumed later

The operations resumed at 
the Mumbai International 
Airport at 6:35 pm, after the 
server remained disturbed 
for around 40 minutes. 

Earlier long queues of pas-
sengers were seen at the air-
port after all the systems got 
down due to a server crash. 
Central Industrial Security 

Force (CISF) informed that 
the crowd is slightly more 
than normal and there is no 
chaos. 
“Due to the server down at 
Mumbai International Air-
port, the crowd is slightly 
more than normal. The 
crowd is being managed well 
and there is no chaos as man-
ual passes are being issued,” 
CISF said in a statement.  
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VIRAL VIDEO FOLLOW UP 

Satyendar Jain ‘misused’ official 
position: Inquiry Committee report 

The Inquiry Committee 
report on the purported 
leaked CCTV footage from 
the Tihar jail of Satyendar 
Jain made massive claims 
regarding the “special facili-
ties” given to the jailed Delhi 
Minister. 

The Committee, compris-
ing Pr. Secy. (Home), Pr. 
Secy. (Law) and Secy. (Vigi-

lance), said that Jain “vio-
lated norms and rules of the 
prison” and also “misused 
his official position and au-
thority”. 

The report said that at least 
five inmates, identified as 
Rinku (POCSO accused), Af-
sar Ali, Manish (POCSO ac-
cused), Sonu Singh and Dilip 
Kumar, were “pressurized” 
by the Jail administration in-
cluding Jail Superintendent, 
Jail Warden and Jail Munshi. 

It said that the officials pres-
surized them to provide 

“special services” to the jailed 
Minister. 
“(The report) underlines 
that a retinue of Jail officials 
including Wardens, Mun-
shis and other staff were 
involved in the service of 
Satyendar Jain,” it said. 

The Committee said that 
it found “collusion” on part 
of then DG Prison, Sandeep 
Goel with Satyendar Jain, 

and recommended depart-
mental proceedings against 
Goel for extending VIP 
treatment to the Minister. 

“Sandeep Goel met Satyendar 
Jain in his cell for about 50 
minutes on October 6, 2022, 
from 18.39 hrs to 19.29 hrs. 
This reflects that Sandeep 
Goel was quite close to Saty-
endar Jain and indicates the 
collusion of top brass, i.e. the 
then DG (Prisons) Sandeep  
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Gujarat sees over 60% voter 
turnout in first phase polls

war of words

pM Modi holds Massive roadshow in ahMedabad

Gujarat saw over  60 
percent voter turn-
out till 5 p.m. on 

Thursday in the first phase 
of assembly polls.

The voting began at 8 a.m. 
to decide the fate of 788 can-
didates in 89 constituencies 
spread across 19 districts. 
The voter turnout was 48.48 
percent until 3 p.m. Accord-
ing to the data from the Elec-
tion Commission, Tapi dis-
trict continued to witness the 
highest voter turnout at 72.32 
percent until 5 p.m., followed 

by Narmada at 68.09 percent 
and Dangs at 64.84 percent.

Gir Somnath, which had a 
50.89 percent turnout until 3 
p.m., saw a turnout of more 

than 60 percent.Morbi saw 
a turnout of over 56 percent.

Devbhumi Dwarka saw a 
turnout of over 59.11 percent. 
Amreli saw polling percent-

ages of (52.73), Bharuch 
(59.36), Bhavnagar (51.34), 
Botad (51.64), Jamnagar 
(53.98), Junagadh (52.04), 
Kachchh (54.52), Navsari 
(65.91), Porbandar (53.84), 
Rajkot (51.66), Surat (57.16), 
Surendranagar (58.14), and 
Valsad (62.46).

The total electorate in-
cludes 1,24,33,362 males 
and 1,15,42,811 females. The 
second phase of polling will 
be held on December 5 and 
results will be declared on 
December 8 along with those 
of the Himachal Pradesh 
elections.

Meanwhile, in preparation 

for phase 2 voting, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi paid 
floral tribute to the statue of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose during his roadshow 
in Ahmedabad on Thursday. 

shivaKuMar vs 
siddaraMaiah
The Karnataka Con-
gress is embroiled in yet 
another squabble, this 
time between the D.K. 
Shivakumar and Sid-
daramaiah factions, and 
is once again embroiled 
in a war of words. A sup-
porter of Siddaramaiah 
declared him the next 
CM candidate, while 
Karnataka Congress 
president D.K. Shivaku-
mar hinted at his can-
didacy for the top job at 
a Vokkaliga community 
meeting, despite orders 
from the party high com-
mand to refrain from an 
open discussion on chief 
ministerial candidates. 
However, the local unit 
of Congress has plans 
to carry out a bus rally 
across the state in an 
attempt to gather and 
attain more support. The 
move was announced 
on the heels of Rahul 
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra. Firstly, the plan of 
the KPCC was to divide 
the constituencies in the 
state between the KPCC 
president and former 
chief minister, with one 
covering the northern 
regions and the other the 
southern districts.

daMaGe control 
in conGress
The differences between 
Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot and former Dep-
uty Chief Minister Sachin 
Pilot kept the Rajasthan 
Congress, namely the 
tussle pot, simmering. 
However, Ashok Gehlot 
called Sachin Pilot a 
traitor, and the two 
leaders together made 
a public appearance 
as the Congress party 
made efforts to present 
a united front with the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra set 
to enter Rajasthan on 4 
December. While Rahul 
Gandhi bestowed assets 
on both Rajasthan’s 
chief minister, Gehlot, 
and his opponent, Pilot. 
Although Gehlot sug-
gested that the matter 
should be buried there. 
As assembly polls are 
due next year in Raj-
asthan, the AICC had 
to step in to do some 
damage control and say 
Gehlot’s differences with 
Pilot would be resolved 
in an amicable manner, 
which would definitely 
strengthen the party. 
Meanwhile, the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra will pass 
through seven districts 
in Rajasthan.

aap MarchinG in 
Gujarat?
The AAP is believed to 
be gaining ground in 
urban areas, especially 
in South Gujarat and 
Saurashtra. AAP is 
representing itself as a 
Hindutva party and as an 
alternative to the BJP. In 
order to woo Hindu vot-
ers away from the BJP, 
Arvind Kejriwal rendered 
suggestive ideas, such 
as printing pictures of 
Goddess Lakshmi and 
Lord Ganesh on Indian 
currency notes. He has 
also not condemned the 
release of convicts in the 
Bilkis Bano gangrape 
case. 
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By The People

In the run-up to the Gujarat 
Assembly elections for the 
2nd phase, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday 
held a massive roadshow in 
Ahmedabad.

People flocked on both 
sides of the streets through 
which the Prime Minister’s 
convoy was passing. People 
showered flowers on his con-
voy. “Modi...Modi...” chanted 
the crowd carrying his post-
ers. The Prime Minister was 
also seen greeting people 
and waving his hands. Af-
ter a gap of two days, Prime 
Minister Modi once again 
returned to the Gujarat 

election campaign trail. His 
three-hour-long mega road-
show is spanning across 16 
assembly constituencies for 
the second phase of the as-
sembly election.

The roadshow began at 
Naroda Gam and will end at 
Gandhinagar South constitu-
ency, covering a distance of 
more than 50 kilometers. 
PM Modi is scheduled to 
make at least 35 stops at the 
memorials of prominent per-
sonalities including Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyay, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, and Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, on the 
way.

Thakkarbapanagar, Ba-
punagar, Nikol, Amraiwadi, 
Maninagar, Danilimbda, Ja-

malpur Khadia, Elisbridge, 
Vejalpur, Ghatlodia, Naran-
pur, and Sabarmati are some 
of the constituencies that the 
Prime Minister is covering in 
his roadshow.

Interestingly, while the 
Prime Minister canvassed 
for the second phase of the 

Gujarat election, voting for 
the first phase of the Gujarat 
election was underway.

From 2001 to 2014, Modi 
was Gujarat’s longest-serv-
ing chief minister.

In the 2017 Gujarat polls, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
(BJP) tally stopped at 99 seats 

out of a total of 182 seats. The 
party has been in power for 
the last 27 years, with Nar-
endra Modi being the state’s 
longest-serving chief minis-
ter.

This time, the party under 
the leadership of PM Modi, 
Amit Shah, and CR Paatil is 
aiming to get its highest seat 
tally yet, exceeding 140.

The state has been a BJP 
stronghold for a long time, 
and the party has set its 
sights on returning to power 
for the seventh term.

Meanwhile, the voting for 
the first phase of the two-
phased Gujarat Assembly 
polls concluded on Thursday 
at 5 p.m. with a total voter 
turnout of 56.75 percent. 

bjp candidate froM vansda piyush 
patel attacKed
VANSDA: A Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) can-
didate from Vansda, 
Piyush Patel, was al-
legedly attacked by 
unknown miscreants 
late on Wednesday, 
ahead of voting that 
got  underway on 
Thursday for the first phase of Gujarat elections.

Patel, the BJP candidate from Vansda, alleged that he 
was travelling from Pratapnagar to Vandervela village 
with his supporters when he was attacked. The miscre-
ants, he alleges, pelted stones and attempted to vandal-
ise his car. Patel sustained injuries to his head and was 
admitted to the hospital with injuries.

A case has been registered at the Vansda police station, 
according to SK Rai, Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
Navsari.

live webcastinG of 13,065 pollinG 
stations to ensure transparency

GANDHINAGAR: The political fate of 788 candidates 
will be sealed in the first phase of the Gujarat Assembly 
election, while live webcasting of 13,065 polling stations 
in 19 districts is underway to ensure transparency in the 
elections.

The polling started at 8 a.m. today and will conclude 
at around 5 p.m. in 89 constituencies spread across 
19 districts in Kutch, Saurashtra, and South Gujarat. 
“There will be continuous observation from 6.30 am till 
the completion of the polling process through live web-
casting of more than 50 percent of polling booths in the 
state to keep a close watch on the voting process during 
the assembly elections in Gujarat,” said Gujarat’s Chief 
Electoral Officer P Bharathi.

india’s Mini african villaGe votes 
at special tribal booth in jaMbur
JAMBUR: As Gu-
jarat went to vote 
in the first phase of 
the assembly elec-
tions, Jambur, In-
dia’s mini-African 
village, voted in its 
special tribal booth 
for the first time.

Voting for the first phase of the Gujarat Assembly elec-
tion took place in 89 out of the 182 seats spread across 18 
districts in Gujarat on Thursday. The remaining seats 
will be voted on in the second phase on December 5. Rah-
man, a senior citizen of Jambur village, said that it is a 
matter of great pleasure.

“It is a matter of great pleasure for us that the Election 
Commission has decided to make a special booth for us 
to vote. We have been living in this village for years. But 
this is happening for the first time, which makes us very 
happy. Our forefathers are from Africa, and we came to 
India many years ago. When the fort in Junagadh was 
being built, our forefathers came here for work, first 
settling in Ratanpur village and then gradually settling 
in Jaanwar village. We have got the status of the Siddhi 
tribal community,” Rahman said.

100-year-old casts her vote in 
uMarGaM
UMARGRAM: 100-year-old Kamuben Lalabhai Patel 
on Thursday exercised her franchise in Umargam in the 
first phase of the Gujarat 
Assembly elections.

Many senior citizens 
are stepping out to cast 
their vote amid the first 
phase of polling that is 
underway in the state. 
As per Chief Election 
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar, Gujarat has 9.8 lakh senior 
citizen voters. The polling is taking place in 89 constitu-
encies spread across 19 districts of Kutch, Saurashtra and 
South Gujarat.

conGress Mla carries ‘Gas 
cylinder’ on bicycle to cast vote
AMRELI: Congress 
MLA Paresh Dhanani 
cast his vote for Assem-
bly elections in Gujarat 
in a bizarre manner as 
he carried a ‘gas cylinder’ 
with him on the bicycle 
he was riding.

With the intention to underline the issues of high fuel 
prices, inflation and joblessness, the Congress MLA 
from Amreli went to the polling booth on a bicycle with 
a cylinder on it. While talking to ANI, Paresh Dhanani 
charged the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) for conspiring 
to make Gujarat a slave within the walls of selfishness 
and fear.

Voters go through the election procedure to cast their vote for 
the first phase of the Gujarat elections, in Surat on Thursday.

“Today there is trust for the BJP in the 
hearts and minds of the people of Gujarat. 
Himmatnagar shares a strong bond with 
BJP. Support from people is at an all-time 
high. When the Congress government was 
in power, pulses and oilseeds worth Rs 600 
crore were bought in eight years. But the 
BJP government has bought pulses and oil-
seeds from the farmers in eight years. Dur-
ing Congress rule, there were 4 crore fake 
ration cards. We stopped all this.”

“Modi’s magic works 
every time, every-
where. He’s in people’s 
hearts. They trust him 
and he is capable of 
meeting their expecta-
tions.” 

“BJP will win all four 
seats of Rajkot. BJP can-
didates have done good 
campaigning. I appeal to 
people to cast their votes. 
Voting is necessary to 
safeguard democracy. I 
am confident that BJP is 
going to form the Govt in 
Gujarat for the seventh 
time. People have love and 
respect for PM Modi.” 

“As the first phase of Gu-
jarat assembly elections 
is going on today, I appeal 
to all the voters to vote in 
large numbers and con-
tribute to strengthening 
the democracy. Prime 
Minister Narendrab-
haiModi has also had a 
telephonic conversation 
with me in this regard and 
wished me well.”

“Today is the first phase of polling in 
Gujarat. I appeal to all the brothers and 
sisters to vote in large numbers for peace, 
development and prosperity in the state, 
this is the main pillar of progress. Your 
participation in this great festival of de-
mocracy will play an important role in 
building a developed Gujarat.” 

“Solutions to various basic problems in Gu-
jarat were found during PM Modi’s chief 
ministership. For example, there always 
used to be a water problem in Gujarat. But 
the then CM Modi found a permanent solu-
tion. Similarly, solutions to other problems 
were also found like 24-hour electricity to 
every village, medical facilities. Because of 
this, the people love us, which is why they 
vote for us.”

“There is an appeal to all 
the brothers and sisters of 
Gujarat, vote...for employ-
ment, cheap gas cylinder, 
for loan waiver of farm-
ers, for the progressive 
future of Gujarat, vote in 
large numbers and make 
this festival of democracy 
a success.”

“Voting is being held on 89 seats in the 
first phase of Gujarat elections today. My 
appeal to all the voters of the assembly 
constituencies where voting is taking 
place in Gujarat today. You have a golden 
opportunity, do vote for the better future 
of Gujarat and your children, this time do 
something big.”

PM Narendra Modi

C.r. Paatil 
Gujarat BJP chief

Vijay rupani
Former Gujarat Chief 

Minister

Bhupendra Patel
Gujarat Chief Minister

J.P. Nadda 
BJP national president

amit shah 
Union Home Minister

rahul Gandhiarvind kejriwal
Delhi CM
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As India assumes the 
G20 presidency, 
the G20’s India Co-

ordinator, Harsh Vardhan 
Shringla, described this mo-
ment as a “mega national 
event” that presents an op-
portunity to showcase the 
country’s rich cultural heri-
tage and diversity, tourism 
potential, and development 
prowess.

“India’s G20 presidency is 
a mega national event. Let 
us come together and par-
ticipate in it, immerse our-
selves in it, and propagate it 
so that it becomes edged into 
our memories for all times 
to come,” he said at the G20 
University Connect - Engag-
ing Young Minds event at 
Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in 
New Delhi. This event saw 
the virtual participation of 
students and leading acade-
micians from 75 universities 
across the country with top 
leaders, scholars, and aca-
demicians. External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar will be 
attending with students and 
vice-chancellors.

During his speech, Shring-

la said the country’s G20 
presidency is both a unique 
opportunity and a profound 
responsibility for all Indians. 
“Indians have a unique op-
portunity in the G20 presi-
dency and a profound re-
sponsibility to showcase our 
rich cultural heritage and 
diversity, tourism potential 
and development prowess so 
that the world drives values 
from its interactions with 
us,” he said.

Earlier, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said India’s 
agenda for the Group of 
Twenty (G20) will be inclu-
sive, ambitious, and action-
oriented. In a blog post, he 
vowed to promote a univer-
sal sense of oneness, say-
ing India’s priorities will be 
shaped in consultation with 

G20 partners and the Global 
South. He underlined that 
the great challenges of today, 
like climate change, terror-
ism, and pandemics, cannot 
be solved by fighting each 
other but by acting together.

“India’s G20 agenda will be 
inclusive, ambitious, action-
oriented, and decisive. Let us 
join together to make India’s 
G20 Presidency a Presiden-
cy of healing, harmony, and 
hope. Let us work together 
to shape a new paradigm - 
of human-centric globalisa-
tion,” he wrote.

During the G-20 Presi-
dency, India will hold about 
200 meetings in 32 differ-
ent sectors in multiple loca-
tions across India. The G-20 
Summit to be held next year 
would be one of the highest-

profile international gather-
ings to be hosted by India, 
according to the Prime Min-
ister’s Office (PMO).

In his blog post, the Prime 
Minister noted the previous 
17 presidencies of the G20 

delivered significant results, 
including ensuring macro-
economic stability, rational-
ising international taxation, 
relieving debt burdens on 
countries, and many other 
outcomes.

The Telangana High Court 
on Thursday granted bail 
to three accused on certain 
conditions in connection 
with the alleged Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) MLA 
poaching case.

Bail was granted on the 
condition of an Rs 3 lakh 
security deposit with two 
sureties. The accused will 
have to appear before the 
Special Investigations Team 
(SIT) every Monday. Last 
month, on 24 November, the 
Supreme Court set aside the 
Telangana High Court order, 
which issued various direc-
tions to the SIT to proceed 
with the investigation in the 
alleged TRS MLA poaching 
case and not report before 
any authority, be it political 
or executive.

The Telangana High Court 
issued various directions on 
15 November, including that 
the SIT submit its first re-
port in a sealed cover before 
the Single Judge of the High 
Court about the progress of 
the investigation.

Earlier on 29 October, the 
Telangana High Court had 
ordered the three accused 
in the MLA poaching case to 
surrender before the police 
for further investigation.

HC’s order came after the 
Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) court had rejected the 
remand request of the three 
accused in the case. Cyber-
abad Police had moved to 
the HC, challenging the ACB 
court order.

The three suspects, Ram-
achandra Bharati alias Satish 
Sharma, Nanda Kumar, and 
Simhayaji Swamyat, were 

apprehended from a farm-
house in Ranga Reddy dis-
trict on Wednesday evening 
after being informed by TRS 
MLAs about the alleged BJP 
poaching attempt.

Police released all three 
accused in the TRS MLA 
poaching case following or-
ders from the ACB court.

Notably, TRS has alleged 
that the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) is attempting to 
poach the MLAs by luring 
them with money and con-
tracts.

Following a complaint 
by TRS MLA Pilot Rohith 
Reddy on Wednesday, an 
FIR was registered at the 
Moinabad Police Station 
under Sections 120-B, 171-B 
r/w 171-E, 506 r/w 34 of the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC), and 
Section 8 of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act (1988).

In the FIR, Reddy alleged 
that Ramachandra Bharati, 
who came to Hyderabad 
from Delhi, and Nanda Ku-
mar of Hyderabad, both 
belonging to the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, had met him 
and offered him Rs 100 crore 
to join the BJP.

According to the FIR, MLA 
Rohith Reddy claims that he 
was threatened with crimi-
nal charges and raids by the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) and the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) if he 
did not join the BJP.

Meanwhile, the BJP has 
moved to the Telangana 
High Court, seeking a CBI 
probe into the allegations.

Moreover, Union Minis-
ter and BJP leader G Kis-
han Reddy refuted the TRS 
MLAs’ poaching allegations, 
said it shows the fear the TRS 
is looming under.
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The Supreme Court on 
Thursday reserved its judge-
ment on the petition filed by 
Srinagar-resident Haji Ab-
dul Gani Khan, questioning 
the legality of the delimita-
tion exercise conducted in 
terms of the notifications is-
sued in 2020 and 2021.

A bench of Justices S K 
Kaul and Abhay S Oka heard 
arguments from Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta, 
counsel for the central gov-
ernment, and the petitioners’ 
lawyer.

“Arguments heard. Judg-
ment reserved,” the bench 

said.
Solicitor General Tushar 

Mehta, appearing on behalf 
of the central government, 
stated that the First Delimi-
tation Commission notifica-
tion would be issued in 2020.
The issue could have been 
filed before the court, and 
all issues could have been ar-
gued. The petition was filed, 
however, only in 2022, after 
notification of delimitation 
had been issued.

SG also submitted a Mad-
hya Pradesh delimitation 
judgment. Parliament, by 
enacting Section 10, wanted 
to ensure that delimitation, 
once notified, would have 
the force of law and could 

not be challenged in court, 
the SG said.

The Election Commis-
sion’s advocate said that the 
draught Delimitation Noti-
fication was published for 
public objections in March 
2022, and thereafter, time 
was given for public com-
ment or suggestions. A pub-
lic sitting was also held on 
the issue.

After May 2022, the no-
tification has the force of 
law. All procedures were 
followed before the publica-
tion of the delimitation noti-
fication. Earlier, the Central 
Government had said that 
it wanted to file some more 
documents in this matter. 

The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday issued a notice to 
the Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) in a money laundering 
case against Delhi’s impris-
oned Minister Satyendar 
Jain.

“I appeared before ED on 
7 occasions. I have cooper-
ated and participated in 
the investigation. I was ar-
rested 5 years down the line 

in 2022”, submitted Sr Ad-
vocate N Hariharan while 
appearing for Satyendar 
Jain. After noting down the 
submissions, Justice Dinesh 
Kumar Sharma on Thurs-
day sought response of the 
Enforcement Directorate 
within two weeks and fixed 
the matter for 20 December, 
2022. On 17 November, 2022, 
the trial court dismissed the 
bail petition of Satyendar 
Jain. Jain was arrested on 30 
May, 2022, under sections 

of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act by the En-
forcement Directorate and is 
presently in judicial custody 
in the case.

In his bail, Jain stated that 
the trial court judge and 
ED have gravely misread 
and misapplied the PMLA 
by identifying proceeds of 
crime solely on the basis 
of accommodation entries. 
That accommodation entry 
cannot itself lead to a punish-
able offence.

A special cell of Delhi police 
has launched an investiga-
tion into the alleged mal-
ware attack at the All India 
Institute of Medical Scienc-
es (AIIMS), Delhi.

According to official 
sources, a team from the 
Central  Forensic  Lab 
(CFSL) has been tasked 
with inspecting AIIMS Del-
hi’s infected server in order 
to determine the source of 
the malware attack. A joint 
team of CFSL Delhi and Ah-
madabad is also trying to 
ascertain if the attack was 
initiated from outside the 
country.

The Intelligence Fusion 
and Strategic Operations 
(IFSO) unit of Delhi police, 
which was earlier known 
as the Cyber Prevention 
Awareness and Detection 

(CyPAD) unit, has also initi-
ated a parallel investigation, 
said IFSO sources.

“The exact source of hack-
ing is not known yet,” they 
said.

Official sources said that 
multiple departments of the 
Union Home Ministry and 
IT Ministry are involved in 
the rectification and resto-
ration of servers affected by 
the alleged malware attack.

The sources said that a 
formal investigation to as-
certain how AIIMS Delhi’s 
servers were hacked has 
been initiated by Delhi Po-
lice, while a team of the Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) has also reached AI-
IMS Delhi and joined the 
investigation.

“The CFSL’s report is 
awaited, and the Delhi po-
lice will release an official 
statement only after the re-
port,” sources said.

The Delhi Police on Thurs-
day moved the Delhi High 
Court against the Trial 
Court order passed on 18 
August 2021 discharging 
Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor in connection with 
the Sunanda Pushkar death 
case. The Delhi police had 
accused Tharoor of abet-
ment to suicide and cruelty 
against Pushkar, who was 
found dead in a luxury hotel 
in Delhi in 2014.

The Delhi Police has re-
turned to the Delhi High 
Court after a 15-month ab-
sence.Justice Dinesh Kumar 
Sharma issued notice to 
Shashi Tharoor on an appli-
cation moved by the Delhi 
Police seeking ‘condonation 
of delay’ in filing the revision 
petition. The court fixed the 
matter for February 7, 2023.

Senior Advocate Vikas 
Pahwa appeared for Shashi 
Tharoor and apprised the 
court that, during the course 
of the trial, various orders 
were passed by the lower 

courts and HC where the re-
cords of this case must not be 
shared with anyone.

Tharoor was represented 
by Senior Advocate Pahwa 
and lawyer Gaurav Gupta.

Public prosecutor Atul 
Kumar Srivastava was rep-
resenting the Delhi Police in 
trial court in the matter.

Pushkar was found dead in 
a suite of a luxury hotel in the 
city on the night of January 
17, 2014.

According to the Police, 
Shashi Tharoor, was the 
main accused in the matter.

Former Karnataka minis-
ter Priyank Kharge alleged 
on Thursday that the state 
is facing a financial burden 
of Rs 5,280 crore since the 
Cattle Slaughter Ban Act 
came to the fore.

“Rs 5,280 crore financial 
burden has been imposed 
by the cow slaughter ban 
in Karnataka,” Priyank 
Kharge said in a press con-
ference alleging that the 
state government brought 
the ‘revolutionary’ cow 
slaughter ban bill in the ses-
sion at the last moment. He 
further alleged that the fi-
nancial situation of the state 
has suffered due to this Act.

Kharge, then said: “De-
spite being warned by the 
Finance Department about 
the repercussions related to 
this act, the Act was imple-
mented by the government 
to pat itself on the back due 
to Keshav Krupa (RSS of-
fice).”

He further termed the act 
‘fatal’ for the farmers, citing 
the fact that India produces 
13 percent of the world’s 
leather. The leather indus-
try had a revenue of $5.5 
billion. It is number two in 
the world in footwear and 
leather garments.

Kharge also informed that 
9 percent of the leather pro-
duction in the world takes 

place in India.
According to the State 

Economic Survey 20-21, 
the revenue from leather 
exports was Rs 521.81 crore 
in 2017-18, Rs 562 crore in 
2018-19, Rs 502 crore in 
2019–20, and Rs 166.84 
crore in 2020–21. “There are 
at least 3.5 lakh workers in 
leather factories. All of them 
have come to the streets, has 
the government made any 
alternative arrangements 
for this?” he asked.

He further asserted that 
the government has pur-
chased 275 Pashusanjeevini 
Ambulances but none of 
them have drivers. “The 
government is looting peo-
ple in the name of cows,” he 
alleged.

“The CM had announced 
that he would adopt 11 cows. 
But where have they been 
adopted? Why are you put-
ting pressure on govern-
ment employees to get Go-
datu? Cut the salary of BJP 
MLAs,” he said.

Further, he said that 
11,000 cattle have died due 
to skin nodule disease and 
asked about the vaccination 
for them.

“The milk production is 
decreasing and the price of 
milk has increased, will the 
benefit even go to the farm-
ers?” he reiterated, alleging 
that the police and Hindu-
tva organizations benefit 
from the Act.

in the courts
SC ISSuES NOTICE TO CENTRE ON 
lOADERS plEA SEEKING TO bE TREATED 
AS REGulAR EmplOyEES
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court has issued notice to the 
Centre and others on a plea seeking to treat petitioners 
as regular loaders in the Indian Army and extended them 
all the benefits which are being given to the regularly ap-
pointed loaders discharging of identical work.

A bench of Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud and 
Justice PS Narasimha issued notice on the plea filed by 
Yash Pal and others, represented by advocates Balwant 
Singh Billowria, Tripurari Ray, Nithyananda Murthy P., 
Bhanu Prabha, Vivekanand Singh, and Manu Shanker 
Mishra. Some of the petitioners who have been work-
ing under the Ministry of Defence, for the last 24 years 
continuously are being deprived of their right to be treated 
as regular employees. Petitioners, admittedly have been 
working for 353 days in a year and have been working for 
the past more than 24 years, however, they are still being 
treated as daily wagers, by the respondents.

uTTARAKHAND HC SEEKS 
RESpONSE fROm STATE ON AD HOC 
RECRuITmENTS 
DEHRADUN: The matter of all the ad hoc recruitments 
done in the Uttarakhand Legislative Assembly Secretariat 
since 2000 has reached the High Court.

The Chief Justice’s bench, while hearing a public interest 
litigation on Wednesday, has sought a response from the 
government and the assembly on May 1, 2023. 

The Uttarakhand High Court heard a PIL filed in the Leg-
islative Assembly Secretariat regarding the ad hoc appoint-
ments made since 2000 and action against the recruiters.

After hearing the matter, a division bench of Chief Justice 
Vipin Sanghi and Justice Manoj Kumar Tiwari issued 
notices to the Legislative Assembly Secretariat and the gov-
ernment asking them to file their reply by May 1. The next 
hearing of the case will be on 1 May 2023. Abhinav Thapar, 
a resident of Dehradun, had filed a public interest litigation 
in the state assembly regarding the judicial inquiry into the 
ad hoc recruitments made in the last 22 years. 

pm will set agenda for world 
during challenging times: g20 
sherpa amitabh kant
NEW DELHI: Describing Thursday as one of the “most 
memorable days” in the country’s history, G20 Sherpa 
Amitabh Kant said on Thursday that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will be setting the agenda of the world in 
very challenging times.

Kant made these remarks at the G20 University Con-
nect: Engaging Young Minds event held at Sushma 
Swaraj Bhawan in New Delhi. “Today is one of the most 
memorable days in the history of India as it takes over the 
Presidency of G20. It’s a unique responsibility because 
G20 accounts for 80 percent of the global GDP. Its ac-
counts for 78 percent of global trade. It accounts for 90 
per cent of the patents and almost 2/3 of the population,” 
he said.

“As the G20 President, India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will be setting the agenda of the world. And this is a 
huge responsibility because we are taking over at a very 
challenging time in the world,” he added.

Kant noted that India is taking over the G-20 presidency 
at a very challenging time. “There is a geopolitical crisis, 
there is a crisis of climate finance and climate action. 70 
countries are facing a global debt crisis. And as a conse-
quence of Covid, 200 million people have gone below the 
poverty line,” he said.
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us special 
representative 
for afghanistan 
to visit india
WASHINGTON: US 
Special Representative for 
Afghanistan Thomas West 
will travel to India this 
month to consult on hu-
manitarian and economic 
crises in Afghanistan, the 
State Department said on 
Wednesday. In a state-
ment, State Department 
spokesperson Ned Price 
said West’s trip will be part 
of a three-nation tour in-
cluding visits to Japan and 
the United Arab Emirates 
to discuss ways to address 
humanitarian challenges 
in the war-ravaged country. 

eastern air 
command 
celebrates 63rd 
anniversary
GUWAHATI: The Head-
quarters Eastern Air 
Command on Thursday 
completed 63 glorious 
years of service to the 
nation. The occasion was 
marked by a wreath-
laying ceremony by Air 
Marshal SP Dharkar, Air 
Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Eastern Air 
Command, at the War 
Memorial, an official 
release said. “The Eastern 
Air Command was born 
in combat and has grown 
through battles and is one 
of the lethal arms of the 
Indian Air Force which 
controls air operations 
over a vast area that 
straddles 11 states.

india, uk placed 
to meet digital 
challenges: 
uk foreign 
secretary
NEW DELHI: Underscor-
ing the importance of 
bilateral ties with India, UK 
Foreign Secretary James 
Cleverly on Thursday 
said that both India and 
the United Kingdom are 
ideally placed to use 
science, technology and 
digital leadership to meet 
challenges related to the 
security of emerging tech. 

“Emerging technologies are 
fundamentally reshap-
ing our economies and 
our daily lives. It is also 
presenting new challenges 
to our values and security, 
which I spoke about at the 
UN Committee Security 
Council on counter-terror-
ism last month”, he said 
while speaking virtually 
at the Global Technology 
summit here.

police arrest 
soldier for 
wife’s murder
BAREILLY: Police on 
Thursday arrested a 
soldier posted at Jat Regi-
ment for allegedly killing 
his wife. The deceased 
wife, identified as Shikha - 
a female police constable 
was posted at Cantt police 
station in Bareilly, the 
police said. Officials said 
that the accused, identified 
as Akash, was posted as a 
constable at Jat regiment 
in Bareilly, and he was 
arrested on Thursday. 
The victim, identified as 
Shikha, was found dead 
on September 15, and the 
accused husband was 
absconding since then. 
The police carried out a 
75-day-long investigation 
into the case. During the 
post-mortem examination, 
it was found that the victim 
was poisoned. The viscera 
report revealed that the 
victim was poisoned. 
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In a bid to support landown-
ers who are in need of im-
mediate liquidity and can-
not wait for their share in 
case of land pooling project, 
Haryana is set to introduce 
Haryana Land Partnership 
Policy-2022.

A decision to this regard 
was taken in the meeting 
of Council of Minister held 
under the Chairmanship of 
Chief Minister, Manohar Lal 
here on Thursday . 

While, e-Bhoomi and Land 
Pooling Policy have become 
preferred land aggregation 
tools of the State Govern-
ment, the said Policy has 
been approved by the Coun-

cil of Ministers.
This Policy provides for 

any State Department or 
Development Agency to 
publish expression of inter-
est in newspaper in response 
to which land owner/ land 
owners/ aggregators can of-
fer their lands. The develop-
ment agency will pay collec-
tor rate of lands to the land 
owner/ aggregator. During 
the course of development of 
the project the land owners 
are offered 50 percent profits 
out of the running revenue.

These payments will be 
made in every six months 
interval. The time period for 
project is kept as three years 
for projects up to 500 acres 
project and five years for 
projects beyond 500 acres. 

Punjab Police constable 
was released on bail after 
being arrested for alleg-
edly promoting ‘gun cul-
ture’ in his YouTube song  
titled ‘Mahakaal’.

The Punjab police said the 
constable, Kuljeet, is from 
the Bagha Purana police sta-
tion area in Moga district. 
Aside from discharging his 
duties as a police constable, 
Kuljeet also used to upload 
songs on his YouTube  
channel.

It was alleged that one of 
his songs, titled ‘Mahakaal’, 
promoted ‘gun culture’ and 

the use of weapons.
On the basis of this com-

plaint, a case was registered 
against him and the consta-
ble was arrested.

However, he was released 
on bail afterwards.

SPH, Police Manmeet 
Singh informed reporters 
that the Punjab govern-
ment had issued strict or-
ders not to promote the use  
of weapons.

“Despite the order, Punjab 
police constable Kuljeet ad-
vocated use of weapons in 
his song ‘Mahakaal’. We reg-
istered a case against him, 
and he was arrested. He 
was released on bail later,” 
he said. 
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BID TO SUPPORT LANDOWNERS IN PUNJAB

Haryan Cabinet okays 
Land Partnership Policy

CONSTABLE ARRESTED FOR 
PROMOTING ‘GUN CULTURE’ 
IN YOUTUBE, GETS BAIL

RELIGION RULES

Haryana Cabinet which 
met under the Chairman-
ship of Chief Minister, Sh. 
Manohar Lal here today ac-
corded approval to the draft 
of the Haryana Prevention 
of Unlawful Conversion of 
Religion Rules, 2022.

In order to achieve the 
objectives and to carry out 
the provisions of the “The 
Haryana Prevention of 
Unlawful Conversion of 
Religion Act, 2022”, it is 

necessary to provide the 
procedure for implementa-
tion of the provisions of the 
said Act. 

For this purpose, the req-
uisite Forms are required 
to be prescribed apart from 
the other related procedural 
provisions. 

In the absence of pro-
viding such procedural 
provisions, the purpose of 
the Act cannot be carried 
out. Therefore the draft of 
“The Haryana Prevention 
of Unlawful Conversion 
of Religion Rules, 2022  

has been approved.
 Meanwhile, with the ob-

jective to provide for preven-
tion of unlawful conversion 
from one religion to another 
by misrepresentation, use of 
force, threat, undue influ-
ence, coercion, allurement 
or by any fraudulent means 
or by marriage or for mar-
riage and for matte

rs connected therewith 
and incidental thereto, “The 
Haryana Prevention of Un-
lawful Conversion of Reli-
gion Act, 2022” was enacted 
by the State Government.

HARYANA CABINET NOD TO DRAFT RULES OF 
ACT ON UNLAWFUL RELIGIOUS CONVERSIONS

KHETI VIRASAT MISSION

GANGSTERS CAUGHT ON CCTV

UNDER LEADERSHIP OF CM

Kheti Virasat Mission Exec-
utive Director Umendra Dutt 
on Thursday said Chandi-
garh will hold millets fair 
every week during Interna-
tional Year of Millets 2023.

The event of International 
Millets Year 2023 in Chandi-
garh started in the presence 
of Chandigarh Administra-
tor Banwarilal Purohit, Ad-
visor Dharam Pal, MP Kiron 
Kher, MP Sanjay Tandon 
and other dignitaries. Umen-
dra Dutt called upon Chan-
digarh to play a leading role 
in India in the International 
Year of Millets 2023 and as-
sured that the Kheti Virasat 
Mission has been trying to 
propagate millets since 2008 
and to play the role of a part-
ner in this mission with the 
Chandigarh administration.

Chandigarh Administra-
tor Purohit said that millets 
should be made a part of your 
daily diet across the country 

and millets should also be 
used in the programmes held 
at Raj Bhavan. He said that it 
was a nationwide problem 
and efforts will be made to in-
clude millets in Chandigarh’s 
Anganwadi, mid-day meals 
and CITCO hotels. He appre-
ciated the millets awareness 
campaign of Kheti Virasat 
Mission.

The solution to most of our 
health problems lies in the 
kitchen, said Ram Babu, a 
millet expert. “The chef is the 
doctor and the food/ingredi-
ents present in the kitchen 
are our medicines.”

He said, “All those elements 
are present in our kitchens, 
which are a treasure of anti-
bacterial properties to anti-
inflammatory, anti-oxidant, 
anti-carcinogenic properties. 
We just need to know the 
right use and importance of 
that right thing. All these are 
mainly millets, spices, herbs 
etc. If all these things are 
used daily in a balanced and 
moderate quantity in our ev-

eryday food, then most of the 
health-related problems will 
be solved just like that.

Millet expert Rambabu 
said that our kitchen is the 
treasure of our health and 
cooking is like meditation, 
only then it gets therapeutic 
properties. “In today’s era, it 
is the era of processed food, 
if we want to maintain our 
health, then we have to stay 
away from package, pro-
cessed food, wheat, rice and 
adopt Kodra, Kangni, Kutki, 
Bajra, Ragi, Swank, Hari 
Kangni and Jowar.”

Umendra Dutt, Executive 
Director of Kheti Virasat Mis-
sion said that millets are mir-
acle food and most of us are 
sick due to white rice wheat 
processed food and now the 
time has come to change 
ourselves and move towards 
millets. So that we can stay 
healthy and the revival of 
this miracle grain will also 
have a positive impact on the 
soil, health and water crisis of  
Punjab, Haryana.

Two armed gangsters were 
arrested and three of their 
accomplices fled after an 
encounter with Punjab Po-
lice in a crowded locality of 
Chheharta in Amritsar on 
Thursday. The two arrested 
gangsters were identified  
as Ravi and Rafi. 

T h e  i n c i d e n t  t o o k 
place in the busy Na-
rayanghar locality of 
Chheharta in Amritsar.  
The Gangster had fired 
on the Amritsar Police 
and Amritsar police also 
gave cross fire. The whole 
congested market got 
shocked after watching 
the live encounter in front  
of their eyes. 

The arrested accused are 
already registered under 
6 cases and were planning 
something major suspi-
cious activity in near future. 
As per Police, they came to 
meet someone at Chheharta 
locality. 

After receiving a tip-off, 
police came into action. 
Amritsar Police raided and 
chased the accused. Chhe-
harta is a congested locality, 
and the criminals while tak-

ing advantage of congested 
locality abandoned their 
car and ran to escape. The 
police managed to get hold 
of two of the accused after 
they entered a house. Three 
of their accomplices man-
aged to flee. 

Commissioner of police 
Jaskaran Singh reached the 
spot. Efforts are on to arrest 
the rest of the three accused. 
The police recovered five 
weapons from the accused.

A senior Amritsar police 
official privy to the ongo-
ing probe said, “Our inves-
tigation has so far revealed 
that the accused are part 
of a narco-terror module 
involved in cross-border 
smuggling of drugs and 
weapons. They were trying 
to trace a man in the area 
when the incident took 
place. Robin is the kingpin 
of the racket. Besides smug-
gling, the accused had also 
been working as recovery 
agents, who used to threat-
en and thrash those who 
refused to pay them after 
buying drugs. All of them 
have several criminal cases 
registered against them. We 
are examining their past re-
cords.”

The State Cabinet which met under 
the Chairmanship of Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal here on Thursday ac-
corded approval to several proposals 
and policies. In bid to ensure seamless 
and effective round-the-clock opera-
tions and availability of the Emergency 
Response Vehicles (EVR) across the 
State, the State Government will soon 
be recruiting 1500 drivers, as envis-
aged in section 21 of the Haryana Police 
Act, 2007 through Haryana Kaushal 
Rozgar Nigam Limited (HKRNL) for 
a period of one year. As per the deci-
sion, a three-member selection board 
chaired by the District Superintendent 
of Police or Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Headquarters) has been con-
stituted to conduct the driving test and 
an interview of the eligible candidates. 

Deputy Superintendent of Police/As-
sistant Superintendent of Police of the 
concerned district or Assistant Com-
missioner of Police to be nominated by 
the concerned District Superintendent 
of Police or the Commissioner of Police, 
as the case may be and LMV Licensing 
Authority of the concerned district will 
be the Board members. Any candidate 
having a minimum educational quali-
fication of class XII from recognized 
boards for all categories with a valid 
driving license will be eligible to ap-
ply for the said post.  Representation to 
all the categories as per Nigam policy 
and the Reservation Policy of the state 
shall be ensured. The Selected Driver 
shall be liable to the same duties and 
responsibilities and be subject to the su-
perintendence of the same authorities 
as an ordinary police officer and after 
their selection, shall undergo a 15 days 
capsule Course to orient themselves to 

the needs of Police Department.Mean-
while, 630 ERVs have been deployed 
under ERSS and the manpower for the 
same has been drawn from the existing 
strength of the Department. Each ERV 
is operated in 2 shifts with 3 police per-
sonnel being posted in one shift that is 
one in-charge, one Supporting Staff and 
one Driver. Thus, each ERV is manned 
by 4 Police officials and 2 police drivers.

The state cabinet also gave nod to the re-
cruitment of  205 Ayush doctors through 
Haryana Public Service Commission 
(HPSC). After the approval, 175 posts 
of Ayurvedic Medical Officer, 4 posts of 
Resident Physician, Unani Physician, 
Ayurvedic Physician, 8 posts of Unani 
Medical Officer and 18 posts of Homeo-
pathic Medical Officer will be filled.
Meanwhile, earlier it was decided that the 
recruitment of AYUSH doctors would be 
taken out of the purview of the Haryana 
Public Service Commission.

Chandigarh to hold millets fair every week 
during International Year of Millets 2023

2 armed men caught 
after brief encounter 
in Amritsar

Haryana Cabinet gives nod to recruit 
1500 drivers and 205 Ayush doctors
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CAG REPORT REVEALS

CM CONGRATULATES AS

Punjab Government 
seems diving in deep 
financial debt with 

the end of Month October. 
As per Controller Audit 
General (CAG) of Punjab, 
the state does not seem to 
be meeting the revenue tar-
get as expected. The kind 
of data CAG has revealed 
till October 2022 is show-
ing financial condition of 
the government. The Pun-
jab government claims that 
state has made the best li-
quor policy this time, but 
the effect of the liquor policy 
is not visible as claimed.

CAG data shows that from 
April 2022 to October 2022, 
the income from liquor has 
decreased when compared 
to the previous year by 0.30 
per cent. As of August 2022, 
0.2 per cent of the govern-

ment’s revenue came from 
liquor, but now it has come 
down by October end. This 
time the Punjab govern-
ment has set a target of Rs 
9647.87 crore from liquor, 
but till the month of Octo-
ber, the government has 
earned Rs 4719.12 crore 
from liquor.

The Punjab government 
has taken a loan of Rs 
13940.15 crore in the last 7 
months (April 2022 to Octo-
ber 2022). While Rs 8795.96 
crores have gone towards 

repayment of interest. The 
Punjab government has 
taken more debt than the 
previous year and has also 
paid more interest than the 
previous year. The Pun-
jab government had taken 
a loan of 11128.40 crores 
till October 21 last year 
while this year it has taken 
a loan of 13940.15 crore  
till October 22.

It is a matter of relief for 
the Punjab Government 
that the Punjab Govern-
ment has received an in-
come of Rs 2552.95 crore 
from non-tax revenue, 
which is 12.68 percent more 
than the previous year.

The revenue deficit of the 
Punjab government has 
increased by 11.10 per cent 
while the fiscal deficit has 
increased by 12.68 per cent. 
The primary deficit has in-
creased from 71.40 per cent 
to 138.55 per cent. From 

which it is clear that the 
income of the government 
is not increasing. The Pun-
jab government has set an 
income target of 119913.41 
crores this year, while so 
far only 50 per cent of the 
target has been achieved, 
the government has got an 
income of 60744.89 crores 
in 7 months, this income 
includes a debt of 13940.15 
crores. There has been an 
increase of 10.57 per cent 
in the expenditure of Pun-
jab government compared  
to last year.

The Punjab government’s 
income from stamp duty 
has also decreased. From 
which it is clear that people 
are taking less interest in 
real estate. Compared to the 
previous year, the income 
of the government has de-
creased by 3.28 percent. 
The Punjab government 
has set a target of Rs 3600 

crores from stamp duty 
but the government has 
earned 2160 crores till Oc-
tober. Land revenue has de-
creased by 20 per cent, the 
government has received an 
income of Rs 51.09 crore.

Thus, there has been a de-
crease in the income of the 
Punjab government from 
GST. The Punjab govern-
ment has seen a slight de-
crease of 0.60 per cent in 
the income from GST com-
pared to last year.

The government has seen 
a decline of 16.62 percent in 
its income from petrol. In 
the year 2021, there was an 
income of 4275 crores from 
petrol till October, while 
there was an income of 3345 
crores till October this year. 
This means that compared 
to the previous year, the 
government’s income has 
decreased by 900 crore ru-
pees.

PUNJAB IN ECONOMIC MORASS

6 players, one coach of Haryana honoured 
with National Sports Awards 2022

TARUNI GANDHI 
CHANDIGARH

RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH 

CCTV footage of the Narayanghar area of Chheharta in Amritsar from 
where two Gangsters were arrested after an encounter.

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann.

TOP OF THE DAY

BSF RAISING DAY: 
HARYANA CM 
CONGRATULATES 
ALL JAWANS
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Chief Minister Mano-
har Lal Khattar on the 
occasion of Raising Day 
of the Border Security 
Force (BSF) on Thursday 
congratulated the BSF 
personnel. “Hearty con-
gratulations to all Border 
Security Force (BSF) jawa-
ns - who are dedicated to 
serving the mother India 
and our safety shield, on 
the foundation day of BSF,” 
Haryana CM Lal said in a 
tweet on Thursday. “The 
entire nation feels proud 
for your bravery, cour-
age, and sacrifices,” his 
tweet added. The BSF was 
formed on December 1, 
1965, and it plays a crucial 
role in preventing unau-
thorized entry or exit from 
India, and it also controls 
cross-border crimes. 

3 FARMHOUSES 
INCLUDING ONE 
OF SINGER MIKA 
SINGH SEALED
GURUGRAM: Three 
farmhouses including 
one of singer Mika Singh 
has been sealed because 
of green laws violation, 
said District Town Plan-
ner (enforcement) Amit 
Madholia. Madholia said 
that the three farmhouses 
situated in Rojka Gujar 
village, near Damdama 
Lake in the Aravalli region, 
have been sealed. “Three 
farmhouses constructed 
in Rojka Gujar village, near 
Damdama Lake in Aravalli 
region, have been sealed 
for green laws violation. 
We have got to know that 
one of these farmhouses 
belongs to Amreek Singh 
aka Mika,” he said.

WINTER SESSION 
OF HARYANA 
ASSEMBLY FROM 
22 DECEMBER 
CHANDIGARH: The winter 
session of the Haryana 
Assembly will commence 
on December 22, Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar said after chairing 
a Cabinet meeting on 
Thursday said. The meet-
ing of the state’s council 
of ministers also decided 
on giving people a 10 per 
cent rebate on scrapping 
their old vehicles and 
buying a new one. “The 
chief minister said that the 
citizens will get a 10 per 
cent discount on scrapping 
the old vehicle and buying 
a new one. A 25 per cent 
discount will be given to 
the person on registration 
of the new vehicle. 

PUNJAB TO USE 
TREATED WATER 
FOR IRRIGATION: 
MINISTER
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
Cabinet minister Gur-
meet Singh Meet Hayer 
on Thursday said the 
government will ensure 
the use of treated water 
from sewage treatment 
plants (STPs), having a 
capacity of 2,600 MLD, for 
irrigation purposes to save 
the depleting ground-
water. Hayer, who also 
holds the Department of 
Environment, Science and 
Technology, visited the STP 
in Phagwara to review the 
method of using treated 
water for irrigation on 
more than 1,000 acres by 
farmers. The water treat-
ed by the STP having a 
capacity of 28 million liters 
of water per day (MLD).
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Six players and one coach 
from Haryana have been 
honoured with the National 
Sports Award 2022. Athlete 
Seema Punia (Sonipat), box-
er Amit Panghal (Rohtak), 
Kabaddi player Sakshi Malik 
(Sonipat), wrestlers Anshu 
Malik (Jind) and Sarita Mor 
(Sonipat) and badminton 
para-player Tarun Dhillon 
(Hisar) were awarded with 
the Arjuna Award, while 

wrestling coach Raj Singh 
(Sonipat) was honoured with 
the Dronacharya Award in 
the Lifetime category. 

It is worth mentioning that 
Haryana has consistently re-
mained at number one spot 
in sports. Haryana is the first 
state in the country, which 
gives maximum cash prize 
money to medal winning 
sportspersons. The govern-
ment has made a provision of 
Rs 6 crore for gold medalist, 
Rs 4 crore for silver medalist 

and Rs 2.5 crore for bronze 
medalist in Olympic Games. 

Haryana is ahead of many 
countries in terms of re-
ward for medal winners. 
Haryana’s sports policy has 
been appreciated not only in 
the country but also abroad 
for giving maximum prize 
money to the players,  It is 
also worth noting that other 
states had also visited here 
to follow the sports policy 
of Haryana. Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal congratulated 

the sportspersons for being 
honoured with the National 
Sports awards. 

He said that the players 
of the sports capital Hary-
ana, perform brilliantly and 
bring laurels in various na-
tional and international lev-
el competitions; resulting to 
win maximum medals for 
the state.Notably, Haryana’s 
role is important in all the 
sports tournaments held in 
the past years, be it Asian 
Games, Commonwealth 

or Olympics. The Haryana 
government is also provid-
ing excellent facilities to the 
sportspersons. 

Haryana is the first state 
in the country, which has 
made an arrangement to 
give an advance amount 
of Rs 5 lakh to the play-
ers for preparation; as 
soon as they qualify for the 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Games, as the government 
is committed to promote  
sports continuously.



ED ATTACHES PROPERTIES WORTH RS 83 CR OF IAS POOJA SINGHAL
RULE OF LAW 
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Directorate of Enforcement 
(ED) has provisionally attached 
immovable properties worth Rs 
82.77 crore belonging to IAS of-
ficer Pooja Singhal, in Ranchi, 
Jharkhand. 

The properties include one Su-
per Speciality Hospital namely 
‘Pulse Super Speciality Hos-
pital’, one diagnostics centre 
namely ‘Pulse Diagnostic and 
Imagining Centre’ and two land 
parcels situated in Ranchi. ED 
had initiated a money launder-
ing investigation on the basis 
of multiple FIRs registered by 

Jharkhand Police and Vigilance 
Bureau Jharkhand. 

Investigation revealed that 
Proceeds of Crime (POC) gen-
erated from the MNREGA scam 
in form of the commission were 
deposited in different bank ac-
counts belonging to Pooja Sing-
hal and her relatives. They said 
POC was mixed and layered 
with the other unaccounted 
money generated by Pooja 
Singhal, by misusing her offi-
cial position. 

Initially, POC was gener-
ated from the MNREGA scam 
only, which was subsequently 
intermixed with other unac-
counted funds generated from 

the corrupt practices of Pooja 
Singhal and these funds were 
deployed as capital/investment 
and further funds were gener-
ated from these funds, both as 
legitimate profit as well as by 
further infusion of POC. 

By this modus-operandi, 
Pooja Singhal amassed huge 
wealth disproportionate to her 
known source of income and 
the source of funds invested 
in these immovable properties 
was primarily from the unac-
counted cash profits generated 
from these POC and therefore 
termed as Proceeds of Crime. 

Pooja Singhal was arrested by 
ED on 11 May 2022 and pros-

ecution complaint was filed 
against her on 5 July 2022. The 
evidence about the above cor-
rupt practice has already been 
shared with the Government of 
Jharkhand under section 66 (2) 
of PMLA for considering tak-
ing action under the Preven-
tion of Corruption Act against 
Pooja Singhal and others. 

In this case, all three arrested 
persons including Pooja Sing-
hal are presently in judicial 
custody. Three Prosecution 
complaint has been filed in 
this case and cognizance of all 
of these complaints have been 
taken by the Special PMLA 
Court. 

Embassy actively pursuing the case: MEA 
on ex-Indian Navy officers’ arrest in Qatar

India is regularly responding to 
the case of ex-Indian Navy officers 
arrested in Qatar as the embassy is 
actively pursuing the issue, the offi-
cial spokesperson of the Ministry of 
External Affairs said on Thursday. 

He said that the detained Indians 
are in touch with family members 
in India. “We’ve been responding 
to this regularly. Our embassy is 
actively pursuing the case. We 
understand that detained Indians 
are able to speak to their families in 
India over the telephone now, some 

of them have families staying in 
Doha,” MEA spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi said during the presser. 

The MEA spokesperson further 
added that some detainees have 
families in Doha and are being al-
lowed to have physical meetings on 
a weekly basis. 
“Those families are being allowed 
to have physical meetings, at least 
on a weekly basis. We will continue 
to extend all possible consular as-
sistance and seek further consular 
access to these people. As soon as 
we have some more updates, we’ll 
bring that to you,” Bagchi said. 

Earlier, among 8 former naval 

officers detained in Doha, retired 
commander Punendu Tiwari’s sis-
ter Dr Meetu Bhargava who lives in 
Gwalior has sought help from the 
government to bring her brother 
back. 

In the first week of November, she 
told ANI, “ I tweeted on October 
25 and appealed to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to bring back my 
brother who is in illegal detention 
in Doha, Qatar. My brother is a re-
tired navy commander officer and 
he went there to provide training 
to Qatar Navy through his com-
pany Dahra Global Consultancy 
Services”. 
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PM Modi pitches for ‘one-ness’ of 
world order during G20 presidency

other but by acting together. 
“India’s G20 agenda will be inclusive, ambitious, 

action-oriented, and decisive. Let us join together 
to make India’s G20 Presidency a Presidency of 

healing, harmony and hope. Let us work together to shape a 
new paradigm - of human-centric globalisation,” he wrote. 

During the G-20 Presidency, India will hold about 200 
meetings in 32 different sectors in multiple locations across 
India. The G-20 Summit to be held next year would be one 
of the highest-profile international gatherings to be hosted 
by India, according to the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO). 

On the occasion, the Prime Minister wrote a blog post 
and noted the previous 17 Presidencies of the G20 delivered 
significant results - for ensuring macro-economic stability, 
rationalising international taxation, relieving debt-burden 
on countries, among many other outcomes. We will benefit 
from these achievements, and build further upon them. 

However, as India assumes this important mantle, PM 
Modi asked - “Can the G20 go further still? Can we catalyse a 
fundamental mindset shift, to benefit humanity as a whole?” 
“I believe we can,” he added. 

India shall present India’s experiences, learnings and 
models as possible templates for others, particularly the 
developing world. 

India has a middle-ground to bring 
parties to table: Jaishankar

Speaking about the sufferings of the global South due to 
the polarization, he said, “The polarization in the world 
may occur elsewhere, but people in the Global South suffer 
the most. Our intentions would be to get leaders on what a 
large part of the world thinks.” “Our intention is to be very 
much a champion of Global South,” he added. 

Jaishankar also emphasized on India becoming the voice 
of the Global South and expressing their concerns on fuel, 
food and fertilizers. “We share too the apprehension that 
sustainable development, climate action and climate justice 
could be sidetracked due to more dominant issues,” said 
Jaishankar. 

He said that the time is on our side. With each passing 
day, the world sees the value of India which wasn’t the case 
45 years ago. “By end of the decade, we will be the most 
populous country, and almost certainly we will be the third-
largest economy in the world. Our human resources will 
be critical for the global economy by 2030 in a world domi-
nated by artificial intelligence,” said EAM Dr S Jaishankar. 

Underscoring the importance of this juncture, the minis-
ter said this is not a development that should be regarded as 
just one more diplomatic happening. “On the contrary, it is 
a crucial responsibility that is being assumed by India at a 
very challenging time in world politics and at an inflection 
point in India’s own history,” he added.  

He reiterated that as the mother of democracy, India’s G20 
presidency will be consultative, collaborative and decisive. 
“Our endeavour is to make that consensus more relevant 
through a wider process of consultation. As the mother of 
democracy, India’s G20 presidency will be consultative, col-
laborative and decisive,” said the EAM.

Jaishankar further said that the G20 presidency offers an 
opportunity to share India’s story with others, particularly 
those who may transpose some of its experiences on their 
performance or challenges “There are very good reasons 
why today’s world is taking a much deeper interest in us. 
G20 presidency offers an opportunity to share our story 
with others, particularly those who may transpose some 
of our experiences on their performance or challenges,” 
said Jaishankar. 

World hails India’s G20 presidency
and on a range of issues including addressing current 

food and energy security challenges while continuing our 
efforts to build a resilient global economy.” 

Responding to a question on US President Joe Biden’s visit 
to India, the White House press secretary said, “I know that 
Jake was Jake Sullivan was asked this question when he was 
here, probably most recently about if the President is going 
to be attending, as you see in the President has attended 
has been participating in the G-20 in his tenure here, don’t 
have anything specific to announce any, any specifics or 
announcements travelling. I just don’t have anything spe-
cific to announce on his travel but as you have seen the past 
almost two years he has been certainly participating in the 
G-20.”

French ambassador to India Emmanuel Lenain, has ex-
pressed his country’s full support. “Today, India takes over 
the G20 presidency for a year and UNSC (United Nations 
Security Council) chair for December. As we strive to keep 
the world united in the face of unprecedented challenges, 
we are glad to see India in the driver’s seat. India can count 
on France’s full support,” French envoy to India Emmanuel 

Lenain tweeted. India will formally assume the G20 presi-
dency starting today, thereby beginning a unique opportu-
nity for the country to contribute to the global agenda on 
pressing issues of international importance. 

Singapore is looking forward to India’s leadership in G20 
nations, said High Commissioner to India Simon Wong as 
he congratulated New Delhi on officially assuming the 
presidency of G20. “Heartiest congratulations to India @
G20_India as you officially kick off your #G20 Presidency 
today, we look forward to working closely with @amitab-
hk87 @harshvshringla and team to make India’s Presiden-
cy a resounding success,” Singapore High Commissioner 
Simon Wong tweeted. 

Competition in Congress on who 
says more bad words: Modi 

“We know that Congress does not accept the ex-
istence of Lord Ram, does not believe in Ayodhya’s 
Ram Mandir. They have a problem with Ram Setu 
as well. Now, this Congress party has brought Ravan 
from Ramayan to speak insults about me,” he said. 
The Prime Minister said that he is amazed to see that none 
of the Congress leaders ever felt remorse or regretted the 
numerous abuses they heaped on him. 

“I am not surprised at Congress saying bad things about 
me. I am amazed that even after saying so many bad things, 
neither the Congress party nor its leaders have never re-
gretted it. They feel it is their right to abuse Modi and the 
PM of this country,” PM Modi said. 

PM Modi said that Congress leaders can do anything to 
please one family.

“If they believed in democracy, they would have never 
gone to this level. They believe in one family and not de-
mocracy. They can do anything to please that one family 
and that family is everything to them, not democracy,” said 
the PM. 

“There is a competition in Congress on who says more 
bad words for Modi...We have to teach them a lesson and 
the way is to press the button on Lotus on the 5th (second 
phase of Gujarat elections),” the prime minister said. 

“The Congress should note that the more dirt it throws on 
me, the more the lotus will bloom,” he added. 

During a poll campaigning for the Party, Congress chief 
Mallikarjun Kharge at a rally in the Behrampura area of 
Ahmedabad described PM Modi as Ravana. “In all these 
campaigns, he (Modi) only talks about himself. ‘Don’t look 
at anyone else, just look at Modi and vote’... how many 
times do we have to see your face? How many forms do you 
have? Do you have 100 heads like Ravan?” Kharge had said. 

Whenever Congress attacked 
Modi, voters gave reply: Shah

several basic problems of the people. “Under the tenure 
of Chief Minister Narendra Modi, various problems were 
solved in Gujarat. Gujarat used to face the problem of water 
scarcity, but a permanent solution was found by Narendra 
Modi by building check damns, bringing ‘Naramada Yojna’ 
and ‘Sujalam Sufalam Yojana. Electricity is being supplied 
for 24 hours and health services have been upgraded across 
the State. The enrollment and dropout issue in schools was 
solved. Efforts made by Narendra Modi in solving these ba-
sic problems of Gujarat is deeply appreciated by the people 
of Gujarat,” Shah told the agency.  

He said that the anti-radical cell is a proactive step adding 
that “If we control radicalisation, then terrorism and riots 
will be controlled”.

Inquiry Committee report: Jain 
‘misused’ official position

Goel,” it said. 
According to the report, the inmates who were seen giv-

ing services to Jain did not offer any service “out of love 
and affection”, but out of fear. “The inmates did not offer 
any service to Jain voluntarily or out of “love and affection” 
as cited by the suspended Jail Superintendent Ajit Kumar. 
Instead, the inmates feared that if they refused to obey, they 
would be given “Punishment Ticket” or tortured in the jail,” 
the report said. 

It  f u r t h e r  s a i d  t h at  Ja i n  v i o l at e d  P r i s o n 
Rules frequently and held “court in his room”. 
“In violation of Prison Rules, Satyendra Jain frequently 
held court in his room with co-accused in the same case 
Vaibhav Jain and Ankush Jain apart from Sanjay Gupta and 
Raman Bhuraria who are accused in other cases filed by 
ED. Such meetings often happened even during restricted 
curfew hours,” it said. 

The report said that the massage, which was claimed by 
the Aam Aadmi Party as ‘physiotherapy’, was given by an-
other inmate Rinku involuntarily. “The massage given by 
Rinku was facilitated by jail authorities as special treatment 
to Satyendra Jain. This massage was not voluntary or out of 
love and affection, as claimed by the then Superintendent 

Jail but was in the nature of leisure for enjoying a lavish 
lifestyle in jail by Satyendra Jain. This can also be termed 
to be an abuse of authority and in violation of norms of the 
jail,” it said. 

The Committee’s report said that the then Jail Superinten-
dent Ajit Kumar interacted with Jain in his cell for about 15 
minutes on 12 September. 

Making a sensational charge, the report said that the jailed 
Minister made a “benami use of the jail account cards of 
other inmates” to “purchase fruits/food and other items 
for his personal use”. 

“These jail account cards were recharged by the Jail war-
den and other financially well-off inmates,” it said. 

“3-4 Jail account cards were used by Satyendra Jain and 
his close aide Sanjay Gupta to purchase consumables from 
the jail canteen. This was done to circumvent the monthly 
monetary limit of Rs 7,000 per card per month,” it added. 

The Mulakat Records for the month of September and 
October show that Poonam Jain, wife of Satyendar Jain and 
other family members met him in Jail on several occasions 
at “restricted places” on the Jail premises “not meant for 
such visits”. 

According to the report, Rinku who is a POCSO accused 
gave a massage to Jain. The inmate is accused of raping a 
minor. Afsar Ali who is in Jail for not paying maintenance 
to his wife, mopped and cleaned Jain’s cell. Manish (POCSO 
accused) provided fruits and outside food to Jain. He is ac-
cused of raping a minor. Sonu Singh is in Jail for not paying 
maintenance to his wife. He mopped and cleaned Jain’s cell. 
Dilip Kumar, another Tihar inmate provided cleaning ser-
vices to Jain. 

According to the report, the statements of the inmates 
were recorded. 

Rinku, who gave Jain a massage said, “I have provided the 
massage to the inmate Satyendar Jain and that too at the in-
structions of jail officials. Now I am being threatened. I have 
not even taken a drop of water from the cell of Satyendra 
Jain for giving the massage.” 

Rinku informed the members of the committee that he 
never got any training or course either in masseur work 
or for doing physiotherapy and that his main profession 
was to provide Ghodi services during marriage functions. 

Afsar Ali said, “I was under the impression that these 
people i.e. Sanjay Gupta and Satyendar Jain would help me 
out in depositing the arrears of maintenance in the court 
for me and would help me financially to come out from 
jail...My jail account card was actually funded and used by 
Sanjay Gupta”. 

Manish said, “One Vikas, who was Warden in this jail 
used to deposit money in my jail account card. By using 
my card, I used to purchase fruits from the jail canteen for 
Satyendra Jain. He deposited money in my jail account card 
3-4 times and each time he deposited Rs. 6900... I did not 
provide services to Satyendar Jain willingly”. 

Sonu Singh said that he too was asked by one Munshi of 
the jail to provide his services to Jain. He was under com-
pulsion as he had to follow the instructions of the Munshi 
and whenever he refused to oblige him, the Munshi used 
to produce him before the supervising jail staff. 

Dilip Kumar told the committee that he provided cleaning 
services to Satyendar Jain at the instructions of Jail Munshi, 
Sushil....He did not provide such services to other inmates. 

60% polling in first phase, BJP 
gears up for another stint

Bhavnagar (57.81), Botad (57.15), Dangs (64.84), Devbhumi 
Dwarka (59.11), Gir Somnath (61.97), Jamnagar (56.09), Jun-
agadh (56.95), Kachchh (55.54), Navsari (66.62), Porbandar 
(53.84), Rajkot (59.47), Surat (60.17), Surendranagar (60.71) 
and Valsad (65.29).

The fate of 788 candidates in 89 constituencies spread 
across 19 districts has been sealed in ballot boxes. The voter 
turnout was over 59 per cent till 5 pm.

As Gujarat went to poll on Thursday, NewsX conducted a 
marathon discussion all through the day on the 1st phase.  
It seems the party is upbeat and have started gearing up for 
another stint of five years. As the development is the main 
criteria, the new government will be focusing on making 
Gujarat a maritime, defence and solar hub. 

As we are in the midst of the rough and tumble of an elec-
tion cycle, from an election point of view, it was much more 
interesting five years ago. This time, it seems that Congress 
is not really in the fight, and even as AAP is trying to take 
over from them, the transition has not yet happened. But 
the BJP looks comfortable. Elections are all about style, like 
how well you connect emotionally with the people. Amidst 
the freebies and name-calling, there exists a point of pur-
pose and a need for something visionary.

As India is on the cusp of changing gears in its history of 
becoming a superpower, some dramatic changes are hap-
pening. Gujarat is a maritime hub and defence hub. Even 
though it was claimed that India doesn’t do much for green 
energy at COP27, Gujarat has some of the world’s largest 
solar power fields.

The chief proponent, Narendra Modi, the prime minister 
and former chief minister, has said and demonstrated to 
people that they can put a solar plant on top of their roof 
tomorrow and earn money instead of spending money on 
electricity. Vision can change the world.

We know about the whopping coastline of Gujarat and 
the important ports it has. The already important infra-
structure hub that it serves. A large part of India’s trade 
is processed through the ports of Gujarat. They need not 
be the best in India, but the best in the world. And Prime 
Minister Modi has already stated that Gujarat will become 
a maritime hub in the near future. The BJP manifesto is 
all about making Gujarat the maritime hub of the country. 
Gujarat has a 1600-km coastal line.

Gujarat went to election five years ago, and the BJP de-
feated the Congress. That was a record for the BJP. And 
if they win it this time around, it will be six straight terms 
for the BJP.

India is already exporting arms worth thousands of crores 
to friendly countries. India has the potential to become a net 
exporter of arms within the next five years. India will be 
able to earn foreign exchange by building defence technol-
ogy, and Gujarat can become an integrated ecosystem hub 
for such a place. This will create R&D infrastructure and 
employment.

‘Madhya Pradesh to implement 
Uniform Civil Code’

there be two laws in one country? If the law mandates one 
wife for one person, then it should apply for all. We are in 
the process of forming a committee in Madhya Pradesh for 
a UCC.” The CM added, 

“Today, I have come to tell you about the PESA Act, not 
to give a speech. The PESA (Panchayat Extension to Civil 
Areas) Act is not against anyone. It will be implemented in 
89 blocks of the state. River, air, water and trees belong to 
everyone, but our tribal communities fell behind in the race 
for development. I am here to give our tribal brothers and 
sisters their rights.” 

Madhya Pradesh had notified its PESA Act on the occa-
sion of Janjatiya Gaurav Divas on 15 November. 

Server crash in Mumbai Airport, 
resumed after 40 minutes

Mumbai International Airport Pvt. Limited (MIAL) also 
expressed regret for the inconvenience caused to the pas-
sengers in a statement. 

“Our passengers are requested to allocate additional time 
for check-in and also to kindly connect with their respective 
airlines, owing to a temporary network interruption out-
side the airport due to ongoing development in the city. Our 
teams are present on the ground and manual processing 
has been initiated to facilitate all passengers. We sincerely 
regret the inconvenience and thank our passengers for 
their understanding,” the statement read. 

Kartikeya Sharma  invites all to 
attend ‘Parshuram Mahakumbh’ 
on 11 December
in Haryana’s Karnal. Raising the tempo for the show Mem-
ber of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma has invited all sections 
of people to participate in the Mahakumbh. While address-
ing a gathering on Thursday, the MP here said, “I appeal to 
the people to reach the convention in maximum numbers.” 

In a bid to make the unique convention a great success, 
Kartikeya Sharma has been constantly meeting people 
from all walks of life and inviting them to attend the Ma-
hakumbh. He is getting huge response from all sections 
who have already appreciated the initiative and welcomed 
it. Kartikeya Sharma said that the response he has been 
getting from all quarters has simply overwhelmed him.

Parshuram Mahakumbh is a gathering of 36 fraterni-
ties in the state. It is expected that Brahimin society would 
strongly present in the convention along with others in the 
state. Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar will be present as 
the chief guest in the programme. Political experts believe 
that the convention has great political significance and may 
be a great factor for the upcoming Assembly elections.

Earlier, Kartikeya Sharma said that as a community all 
have to think why we are backward. “History is a witness 
that those communities which do not have unity lag be-
hind…we have to unite and keep our point.”

Kartikeya Sharma is regarded as a big and young Brah-
min face in politics. His father Venod Sharma, a hugely 
known face in Indian politics, had earlier advocated for 
justice to all segments of society. While being an MLA, 
Venod Sharma had raised the voice of the people of the 
economically weaker Brahmin section. He also fought for 
10 percent reservation for the class.  The young MP has also 
been following the footprints of his father and has emerged 
as a political face in the state of Haryana. 

5nationthe daily guardian review
friday |  02 december 2022

new delhi



6 nation the daily guardian review
friday |  02 december 2022
new delhi

AHEAD OF ELECTIONS
SUBSTANTIAL GAINS

The state BJP showed unity 
in the Jan Aakrosh Yatra that 
started in Jaipur today, but 
the empty chairs in the pub-
lic meeting have increased 
the concern of the party. The 
BJP has started Jan Aakrosh 
Yatra across the state to com-
memorate the end of the Con-
gress government’s four-year 
tenure. 

This yatra will visit 200 
assembly districts and reach 
out to 2 million people. The 
BJP will use this yatra to at-
tack the Congress ahead of 
the election season. For this, 

51 chariots were flagged off 
by the party’s national presi-
dent, JP Nadda, at Dussehra 
Maidan. Along with state 
in-charge Arun Singh, for-
mer Chief Minister Vasund-
hara Raje, State President 
Satish Punia, Union Minis-
ters Gajendra Singh, Arjun 
Meghwal, and BJP MPs, all 
prominent leaders of the state 
were present at the rally. BJP 
leaders fiercely attacked the 
Congress government. The 
BJP’s strategy is to corner 
Congress in the state through 
the yatra but the biggest ques-
tion is whether this yatra by 
the BJP will be successful 

because factionalism in the 
BJP is at its peak. On one side 
there is former Chief Minis-
ter Vasundhara Raje and on 
other side there is state BJP 
and MPs. After Raje became 
active in Rajasthan again this 
is the first time that under her 
leadership no rally is being 
conducted.

In such a situation, appre-
hensions are being expressed 
about the success of the yatra. 
Today, the BJP leaders made 
all the allegations against the 
Congress, including corrup-
tion. They tried to show that 
everything is fine in BJP, but 
the fight in Congress is at its 

peak. There is no doubt that 
the Rajasthan Congress is in 
disarray. Rahul Gandhi will 
be coming to Rajasthan on 4 
December for the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra. After the intervention 
of the high command, Sachin 
Pilot and his faction leaders 
have kept their silence against 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot 
but the matter does not seem 
to be ending. Whatever the 
BJP says, the infighting be-
tween the two parties is at an 
all-time high.

The BJP high command is 
not in the mood to declare 
anyone as its face this time. 
BJP National President Nad-

da has said a couple of times 
that the election will be fought 
on the face of Prime Minister 
Modi. The Raje camp is not 
happy with this. They want 
that Raje should be declared 
the face. Because of this, the 
situation inside the BJP camp 
is serious. This is thought to 
be the primary reason for the 
lack of attendance in today’s 
program. The Congress Party 
is excited with the BJP’s lack 
of support. Now how much 
crowd gathers for Rahul 
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra, 
in Rajasthan on 4 December, 
will indicate the wave in the 
election year.

Minister of Road Transport 
and Highways Nitin Gadkari 
on Thursday said the project 
of four-laning of NH-716 from 
Kadapa to Chinna Oram-
padu for the districts of YSR 
Kadapa and Annamayya in 
Andhra Pradesh has been 
approved with a budget of Rs 
1,732.66 crore.

According to the tweets, 
Gadkari said, “The construc-
tion of 4-Lane highway from 
Kadapa-Renigunta is part of 
Solapur-Chennai Economic 
Corridor and once the proj-
ect is completed, it will lead 
to substantial gains in terms 
of vehicle operating Cost, 
reduced travel time and give 
momentum to the economic 

development along the sur-
rounding areas of the stretch.” 
The Minister also tweeted on 
Thursday, “Substantially 
reducing the travel time be-
tween Kadapa and Renigunta, 
the highway would provide 
faster and safer connectiv-
ity to commuters. Reducing 
the traffic decongestion, the 
project will also give a boost 
to existing tourism and pil-
grimage.”

BJP FLAGS OFF JAN AAKROSH YATRA TO 
CORNER CONGRESS IN RAJASTHAN

Gadkari okays 4-laning 
of NH-716 in Andhra 

HISTORIC MILESTONE

NOTICE ISSUED

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma in-
augurated the ceremonial 
distribution of scooters to 
meritorious candidates 
who cleared the last higher 
secondary examinations 
conducted by the Assam 
Higher Secondary Educa-
tion Council with percentage 
above a certain threshold at a 
ceremony held at the Veteri-
nary College Playground in 
the state’s capital city.

Banikanta Kakati Merit 
Award, under the Pragya 
Bharti scheme, this year 
is being awarded to a total 
of 35,800 beneficiaries, of 

which 6,052 are boys and 
29,748 are girls. To be eligible 
for the award, the male can-
didates of higher secondary 
examinations had to score 
a minimum of 75 per cent 
while that for female can-

didates has been fixed at 60 
per cent.

The event witnessed the 
distribution of scooters to 
those eligibles who belong 
to Kamrup (Metro) and Ka-
mrup districts. Scooters for 

those who belong to the rest 
of the districts shall be dis-
tributed within December, a 
statement from Chief Minis-
ter’s Office said.

Chief Minister Sarma said 
it was a historic milestone in 
the lives of those who made 
it to the list of eligibles for 
Dr. Banikanta Kakati Merit 
Award. He termed the award 
a gift and blessing from the 
society for their hard work 
and dedication towards 
study. The Chief Minister 
exuded confidence the meri-
torious students chosen in 
the final list of awardees too 
would shine in their respec-
tive fields and bring glory to 
the State and the nation.

Assam CM distributes 35,800 scooters 
among meritorious students
TDG NETWORK
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EASTERLY WAVE

A low-pressure area is likely 
to form over the Southeast 
Bay of Bengal and the ad-
joining Andaman Sea that is 
likely to turn into a depres-
sion, said the Indian Meteo-
rological Department (IMD) 
in a press release.

Due to the easterly wave, 
scattered moderate rainfall 
is very likely over Karna-
taka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu 
and Lakshadweep during 
the next 4-5 days, the re-
lease added. The India Me-
teorological Department 

said that a cyclonic circula-
tion is likely to emerge into 
the South Andaman Sea 
around 4 December. As per 
IMD, under its influence, a 
low-pressure area is likely to 
form over the southeast Bay 
of Bengal and the adjoining 
south Andaman Sea around 
5 December. The cyclonic 
circulation is likely to move 
west-northwestwards and 
concentrate into a depres-
sion over the southeast Bay 
of Bengal during the next 
48 hours. Thereafter, it is 
likely to continue to move 
west-northwestwards and 

reach near the Tamil Nadu-
Puducherry coasts on 8 
December, the press release 
added.

About the minimum tem-
perature and the Weather 
forecast, the IMD press re-
lease states, “No significant 
change in the minimum 
temperatures very likely 
over northern parts of the 
country during next 5 days”.

“Rise in minimum tem-
peratures by 2-3°C very 
likely over Maharashtra af-
ter 24 hours for subsequent 
2-3 days», the Press Release 
further stated.

Cyclonic circulation likely to 
emerge in South Andaman Sea
TDG NETWORK
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DUPING CASE

VIZHINJAM PORT PROTEST

The Mumbai Cyber Police 
have arrested 4 foreign na-
tionals from Pune for cheating 
people of millions of rupees on 
the pretext of providing jobs 
and visas in the US, officials 
said on Thursday. 

As per the police officials, 
the gang duped a man of Rs 
26 lakh after which he filed a 
police complaint. The police 
then laid a trap to arrest the 
four accused. “The police team 
recovered 13 mobile phones, 4 
laptops, passports of different 
countries and three internet 
routers from them. The four 
accused are from different 
countries in Africa namely 
Zambia, Ghana, Namibia and 
Uganda,” said Deputy Com-

missioner of Police (DCP) Cy-
ber Police Balsingh Rajput.

The DCP said that the ac-
cused used to trick the victims 
by sending US visas sent by a 
mail ID similar to that of the 
American Embassy and asked 
for money in someone else’s 
bank account. “The shocking 
thing is that after the arrests, 

the police found mail IDs of 
more than 2 lakh people and 
personal mobile numbers of 
more than 1 lakh 4 thousand 
people. It was further revealed 
that all the four accused car-
ried out everything with com-
plete planning and had a team 
which was given different 
tasks,” said Rajput.

A significant case of negli-
gence has come to light at 
Shivpuri district hospital 
where women were made 
to lie down on the ground 
during a sterilisation camp 
organised in the hospital on 
Wednesday. 

Shivpuri Chief Medical 
and Health Officer (CMHO) 
Dr Pawan Jain said that the 
matter came to his notice 
through media persons. 
After that, he took informa-
tion about the incident that 
prima facie suggested that 

the women were made to lie 
down on a mattress on the 
ground which is wrong. “I 
immediately made a verbal 
announcement and later is-
sued a written order to all 
the DMOs (Designated 
Medical Officer) and the 
civil surgeons not to repeat 
such incidents in future. It’s 
a sad incident if it occurred 
and I wish it should not be 
repeated again,” he added.

Notably, this is not the first 
time that such an incident 
has happened in the district 
hospital. Such incidents had 
occurred in the past as well. 

The Kerala Police on Thurs-
day booked the convenor of 
the fishermen’s protest out-
side the Vizhinjam seaport 
in Kerala’s Thiruvanantha-
puram.

The Vizhinjam Police have 
booked father Theodacious 
D’Cruz under the relevant 
sections of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) for allegedly pro-
moting enmity between dif-
ferent groups on the ground 
of religion, and provocation 
with the intent to cause a riot 
with his comment against 
state Fisheries Minister V 
Abdurahiman. According 
to the First Information Re-
port, father D’Cruz had made 
certain statements that were 
intended to create communal 
tension between the Chris-
tian and Muslim communi-
ties through his statement 
against the minister.

“He (Minister V Abdura-
himan) is the biggest traitor 
in the world. We thought he 
was the minister of fisher-
men. There is a terrorist in 
his name. Those who do not 
know how to hoist the na-
tional flag are calling us trai-
tors,” D’Cruz said reacting to 
the fisheries minister’s Tues-
day remark of calling the pro-

testors “Anti National”.
In a seminar organised 

by the Vizhinjam Interna-
tional Seaport Limited at 
Thiruvananathapuram on 
Tuesday, Minister Abdura-
himan termed the protest 
against Adani’s port project 
as “anti-national” and said 
that any person who loves 
the country, cannot accept 
such a protest. Some Muslim 
organisations have demand-
ed the father withdraw his 
statement and register a case 
against him. However, in a 
press release dated Wednes-
day, father D’Cruz apologised 
for his remark and withdrew 
the comments.

Terming his remarks a “slip 
of tongue”, D’Cruz expressed 
his regret and said that it was 
a natural response to the 
minister’s statement.

“I am withdrawing my 
comment and expressing re-
gret. It was a natural response 
to the minister’s statement 
against the protesters. It was 
a slip of tongue,” the press 
release read. The fishermen 
have been protesting to op-
pose the Adani port project, 
alleging that it was not a nat-
ural port and that if one goes 
inside, they can witness huge 
sand dunes dredged from the 
sea piled up. 

4 FOREIGN NATIONALS NABBED FOR CHEATING 
ON PRETEXT OF PROVIDING JOBS IN U.S.

WOMEN MADE TO LIE DOWN ON 
GROUND AT A STERILISATION CAMP 

Kerala Police book   
 bishop for ‘promoting 
enmity’ between groups

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

TDG NETWORK
SHIVPURI  

TDG NETWORK
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

PLAYING TO GALLERY?

On Thursday Hyder-
abad residence of 
Member of Legislative 

Council Kalvakuntla Kavitha, 
former Member of Parliament 
and daughter of Telangana 
CM was flooded with thou-
sands of supporters who stood 
and cheered for the MLC as a 
mark of strength and support. 
Kalvakuntla Kavitha thanked 
the crowd, joined them and 
later addressed the media. 

With a smile and a sea of sup-
porters, Kavitha addressed the 
media and said, “Modi Gov-
ernment got elected 8 years 
ago since then at least 9 dem-
ocratically elected Govern-
ments of various states were 
brought down and the BJP 
was made to come to power.” 
In light of the leaked court fil-
ing with her reference, Kavitha 

said “Even the children of this 
country know that in any op-
position ruled-state going to 
election, before Modi ED will 
come knocking at your door.”  
She further added, “BJP re-
sorts to cheap tricks, media 
leaks, attack on reputation - I 
would humbly like to tell Modi 
ji that if you want to put me be-
hind the bars please go ahead 
but don’t expect or force us to 
stop working for the people.”  
Former Member of Parlia-
ment Kavitha Kalavakuntla 
said that as Telangana is poll-
bound next year, ED has paid 
a visit before Modi Ji as a part 
of a drill in opposition-ruled 
states. The daughter of Telan-
gana Chief Minister KCR said, 
“we have welcomed the ED 
and have assured them of our 
full cooperation but we will 
continue to expose the failures 
of BJP.” MLC Kalvakuntla Ka-

vitha said that today, under 
the leadership of CM KCR, 
the TRS Party Government is 
performing exceptionally well, 
and hence the BJP is conspir-
ing to topple this successful 
regime. Kavitha further added 
that the TRS Party exposed the 
‘poach-gate’ and other mea-
sures of retaliation towards the 
leaders of our party, including 
me, our MLAs, ministers, and 
MPs. 

Former Member of Par-
liament, Kavitha asked the 
Prime minister and the BJP 
“that apart from their tricks to 
topple the KCR Government, 
what has the BJP Govt at the 
Centre done for Telangana?”

Kavitha once again reiterated 
that she and the TRS Party are 
not scared and will cooperate 
with the central agencies while 
addressing the media at her 
residence today.

NOT SCARED OF ED, TELL US WHAT MODI 
GOVERNMENT DID FOR TELANGANA? TRS
MADHU SHARMA
HYDERABAD

A visual of the fishermen protest that caused destruction.

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma distributing scooters among 
meritorious students in Guwahati.

Nitin Gadkari 

DCP Cyber Police Balsingh Rajput addressing the media.

TOP OF THE DAY

STUDENT 
THRASHED FOR 
ALLEGEDLY 
DISPLAYING 
KANNADA FLAG 
BELAGAVI: A college 
student was thrashed 
by his classmates in 
Karnataka’s Belagavi 
for allegedly displaying 
the Kannada flag during 
a college event, pro-
Kannada activist Deepak 
Gudaganatti alleged on 
Thursday. Gudaganatti, 
who is the district presi-
dent of Karave, alleged 
that the boy was dancing 
at the college event with 
the Kannada flag in his 
hand. He further alleged 
that the police did not 
register a case against 
the culprits when the 
victim went to file the 
complaint. Gudaganatti 
demanded action against 
the police personnel who 
allegedly denied regis-
tering his case and also 
sought action against the 
alleged perpetrators. 

ELEPHANT DIES OF 
ELECTROCUTION IN 
CHHATTISGARH
Jashpur: An elephant 
died due to electrocution 
after coming in contact 
with an electric cable in 
the Kansabel forest area 
of Jashpur district last 
night. Local villagers and 
the forest department 
team are present at the 
spot. Senior officers of 
the department have 
been informed regard-
ing the incident, as per 
Forest Ranger Prab-
hawati Chauhan. The 
Forest department is also 
keeping an eye on the 
herd of elephants in the 
forest area.

SOUTH KOREAN 
WOMAN 
YOUTUBER 
HARASSED IN 
MUMBAI
MUMBAI: The Mumbai 
Police on Thursday 
arrested two people 
accused of harassing a 
South Korean woman 
YouTuber in the Khar area 
of Mumbai. Reportedly, 
the YouTuber, a South 
Korean national, was 
harassed and molested 
by two people on Tuesday 
night while she was Live 
Streaming from the Khar 
area of Mumbai. A video 
of the incident has gone 
viral on social media. The 
accused have been identi-
fied as Mobeen Chand 
Mohd Shaikh (19) and 
Mohd Naqib Sadarialam 
Ansari (20). After the video 
went viral, Khar police 
registered a case under 
section 354 of IPC and ar-
rested accused youths. 

ODISHA CM 
NAVEEN PATNAIK 
INAUGURATES 
‘MAKE IN ODISHA 
CONCLAVE’
BHUBANESWAR: Odisha 
Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik on Wednesday 
inaugurated the State 
Government’s flagship in-
vestors summit “Make in 
Odisha Conclave” in pres-
ence of business leaders 
and foreign delegates in 
Bhubaneswar. “We have 
a strong partnership with 
FICCI and hope we build 
on the success of this 
conclave and continue 
to work together in near 
future towards bringing in 
investment and prosper-
ity to Odisha,” CM Patnaik 
said. 
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KCR IS RICHEST POLITICIAN, TELANGANA 
GOVT MOST CORRUPT IN INDIA: YS SHARMILA
HYDERABAD : YSR Telangana Party (YSRTP) Chief YS 
Sharmila slammed the Telangana government led 
by Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao calling it the 
most corrupt government and alleging that KCR is 

the richest CM. This comes after 
YS Sharmila’s car was towed and 
detained by Panjagutta Police while 
sitting inside her SUV which was 
allegedly vandalised by the TRS 
cadre on Tuesday. She was booked 
on various charges including theft, 
criminal intimidation and public 

nuisance, and later in the evening produced before a 
magistrate. She said, “I see it as the tyranny of the KCR 
government which is obvious once again. KCR is not a 
democratic person. KCR’s was once a party that stood 
for values and had leaders that fought for Telangana. 
They have made sure that none of those people exist in 
the party and have driven them out intentionally. Now 
the party is filled with selfish and ambitious people 
whose only motto is to make money.”

AJIT MAINDOLA
JAIPUR 



The blowing up of the 
Nord Stream pipe-
lines in the Baltic Sea 

seems to have taken war to 
a very dangerous level. This 
is especially so for the West, 
if suspicions are true that 
these potentially critical en-
ergy lifelines for Europe were 
destroyed by Washington, or 
essentially on its order. This 
is also particularly so given 
that the attack was well out-
side the Ukraine war zone. 
Then again, let us not overly 
jump the gun at this point as 
others could have commit-
ted this heinous act. But the 
motivation of the US needs 
serious consideration, not just 
Moscow’s.

Yes, it is bad enough that ci-
vilian infrastructure or even 
dams in Ukraine have been at-
tacked by Moscow. And there 
is evidence of the similar by 
what Kiev has done or facili-
tated in Donbas. But without 

excusing it, one could say this 
happened in or near the war 
zone. Also, one could add that 
attacks there by Ukraine and 
supported by the US were on 
Russian controlled or owned 
assets, not western allies or 
neutrals.

Also, there is the view that 
while sanctions by NATO 
may be harmful to allies in 
terms of backlash produced 
by Moscow, there has been 
some attempt by Washington 
to push a consensus to a de-
gree—well, at least on specif-
ics such as option to mitigate 
sanction impacts on the more 
vulnerable NATO members.

Yet, according to an inter-
view on Bloomberg News, the 
video of which was relayed 
by WION on YouTube, Jef-
frey Sachs, lead US thinker in 
international affairs, believes 
the US likely destroyed those 
pipelines. He spoke of unusual 
US helicopter activity nearby 
around the time of the explo-
sions. Another viewpoint is 
that after German Chancellor 
Scholtz could not get any im-
mediate energy supply relief 
from any country, so he was 
then about to agree to make 
concessions to Moscow to get 
gas flowing again through 
those pipelines. The think-
ing is that he had made a last 
gasp effort with the Saudis, 

but they refused to send a lot 
more of their energy to Ger-
many. This nearly coincided 
with the Saudis even pushing 
major supply cuts at a recent 
meeting of OPEC plus in Vi-
enna that were forecasted. 
The net result is Germans, 
including major industries, 
are in desperate shape with 
some even shutting down due 
to the Russian energy crunch.

Washington, knowing 
through its deep surveillance 
of the German government 
(previously, including the 
eavesdropping on Scholtz’s 
predecessor’s phone) that the 
risk was heightened that the 
chancellor was going to do 
a U-turn and import much 
Russian gas again, decided 
to take preemptive action? 
That is to mangle these main 
Russian pipelines to so much 
damage that Germany would 

be left with near zero options 
to import Russian gas, a force 
majeure so-to-speak.

It could be argued, there-
fore, given the horror of this 
act and given it is well out-
side the war zone, that it is 
not just an act of sabotage. 
But given the gravity and the 
potential of the destruction 
to cause many Germans and 
other Europeans to freeze in 
the cold and send them into 
“energy poverty” this winter 
that it can be possibly equated 
as an act of terrorism. And if 
it was done by Washington 
or due to its pressure, then 
the words “state supported” 
could precede the word ter-
rorism. Of course, this adds 
salt to the German wounds if 
its major ally had done this. 
The suspicions that Wash-
ington did such damage was 
supported by the Polish ex-

foreign minister thanking 
the US for doing it. And not 
too long after that, the US 
Secretary of State, Anthony 
Blinken, told the Germans 
that the pipelines’ destruc-
tion could also be seen as a 
great opportunity. One to get 
Germany independent of the 
leveraged influence of Rus-
sian gas and to spur on its 
green energy efforts.

Unfortunately, what hap-
pened in the Baltic Sea sets 
a very bad precedent. What 
it means is that where there 
is major tension with a geo-
political rival, be it through a 
proxy war or not, more may 
believe now that it is fairer 
game to destroy a rival’s key 
infrastructure, well out-
side a war theatre. And on 
infrastructure that even an 
ally or neutral have seriously 
invested in like Nord Stream, 
so dependent on for economic 
stability. The dangerous ex-
tension of this would be to at-
tack other Russian pipelines. 
With such a threat who in 
Europe (or elsewhere) would 
want Russian pipelines be-
ing built in their territories 
or its oil or gas pipelined 
through their country. This 
would make it especially 
harder for Russian energy 
companies like Rosneft to 
find foreign partners. And 
outside Europe, what about 
any Russian pipelines going 
through Mongolia to China, 
for example? What about dis-
counted and expanded flows 
of Russian oil and gas that 
might go through India and 
Pakistan? Would NATO or 
certain (other?) state actors of 
this terrorism see it as more 
acceptable, say to blow up 

critical pipelines to, or even 
in India, for example?

It is true that Putin may 
have certainly gone too far 
in invading Ukraine. But 
if America or its allies de-
stroyed those pipelines in 
the Baltic Sea off Sweden 
and Denmark, it may have 
unleashed a hell worse than 
anything Putin did? That 
message may begin to reso-
nate too much that it is fair 
game of even state actors to 
destroy life-giving infrastruc-
ture of enormous significance 
well outside a war area. And 
even to punish allies and neu-
trals for not supporting sanc-
tions and other key strategic 
policies of the perpetrator.

The world is in a critical 
enough condition that we 
do not need any major states 
giving ideas about the accept-
ability of carrying out state-
sponsored terrorism of pipe-
lines or such infrastructure. 
Everyone around the world 
should be quaking in their 
security boots given the re-
cent disaster in the Baltics. 
The question may be whose 
pipeline is next or other im-
portant infrastructure that 
might be attacked? And in 
tit-for-tat retaliation to any 
possible (further?) state-
backed, pipeline terrorism. 
This is another reason to end 
the war in Ukraine.
Peter Dash is a former profes-
sor who was also a researcher 
at Harvard University. He has 
worked for European multina-
tionals in Moscow and for BP (oil 
and gas) in Azerbaijan under 
contract. He is a graduate in 
applied science from UBC, Van-
couver, and has taught students 
and trained certified teachers.

‘Pipeline terrorism’ poses 
new risks to India, others
The blowing up of the Nord Stream pipelines in the Baltic Sea has taken war 
to a dangerous level. Would state actors of terrorism see it as acceptable, for 
example, to blow up critical pipelines to, or even in India and elsewhere?

In India, gender disparity is pervasive, and most often, women are treated as second-
class citizens. Men and women should be made perfect substitutes of one another.

‘SUSTAINABLE PROGRESS’

STATE-SPONSORED

Prime Minister Narendra Modi seems to be pretty 
determined to make India’s G20 Presidency mem-
orable by doing something different. It is said that 
India’s success as G20 president will be defined by 
how New Delhi manages to address the divergent 
views of the international community on various 
contentious issues. Moreover, all eyes will also be 
on India to see what kind of new ideas it brings 
up while chairing the summit of the elite and in-
fluential group.

On both counts, PM Modi has firmly, unequivo-
cally and elaborately put across his ideas in a 
write-up that appeared in the media, coinciding 
with India assuming the G20 presidency today (1 
December). In the article, PM Modi gave a clear 
picture of India’s comprehensive plan to make 
the G20 a significant forum where out-of-the-box 
ideas and thinking would make the deliberations 
more meaningful and result-oriented in terms of 
addressing the various issues and problems facing 
the world. There is no denying that in order to ad-
dress the issues of complex nature, it is mandatory 
to address the divergent views on the contentious 
issues. The G20’s upcoming summit and meet-
ings would definitely see the efforts on the part 
of the Indian premier to ensure that a picture of 
global unity on vari-
ous issues emerges, 
a phenomenon that 
never happened in 
the past. But the 
global community 
needs to change 
its mindset for all 
such objectives to 
be achieved. That is 
what PM Modi has 
hinted at as well 
while pitching for 
a mindset shift. He 
has said that “India 
can catalyse a fun-
damental mindset 
shift to benefit hu-
manity as a whole”. 
It is important to quote exact words from PM 
Modi’s article in this context. “As India assumes 
this important mantle, I ask myself—can the G20 
go further still? Can we catalyse a fundamental 
mindset shift, to benefit humanity as a whole? I 
believe we can,” PM Modi wrote. His message to 
the world is clear that mindset shift will be ulti-
mately benefiting humanity at large, which has os-
tensibly been the concern of the international com-
munity as well amid all the crises that the world 
is facing. PM Modi further comes up with what 
outlines the idea that India proposes to execute 
during the presidency of G20. “Gone is the time to 
remain trapped in the same old zero-sum mindset, 
which has led to both scarcity and conflict,” PM 
Modi said, adding that India’s G20 presidency will 
work to promote a universal sense of one-ness.” 
This paragraph from the PM’s article suggests how 
India under his guidance will be paving the way 
for global unity for the benefit of humanity and 
people who are suffering in different corners of 
the world due to conflict, with Ukraine being one 
of the examples. In PM’s own words, “India will 
work to further global good through an inclusive, 
action-oriented and decisive agenda.” Can anyone 
dispute the fact that as the war in Ukraine con-
tinues, India is in a unique position in terms of its 
credibility and access to both Russia and Ukraine? 
PM Modi’s efforts and balanced diplomacy to en-
sure end of war have been appreciated by the en-
tire world including the US which was leading the 
west bloc to put pressure on New Delhi to criticise 
Moscow openly for the military operation against 
Kyiv. That India would continue to push for the 
diplomatic solution for cessation of violence in a 
similar determined way while leading the G-20 
group is beyond doubt. That has been made clear 
by PM Modi when he said that India’s G20 presi-
dency will “work to promote a universal sense of 
one-ness”. PM Modi’s article has signalled that 
New Delhi will make full use of this opportunity 
and focus on global good and world welfare. Many 
commentators are of the view that the G20 role has 
given India a much-needed opportunity to confirm 
the perception about its rise as a new global power. 
The perception has always been that New Delhi 
can potentially bridge the emerging East-West 
conflict. This is something Prime Minister him-
self has emphasised. At the same time, suggesting 
innovative ideas to counter terrorism would also 
be something that the international community 
would keep an eye on. PM Modi has signalled on 
many occasions that India will attempt to bring 
terrorism back on G20 agenda. Ways to enhance 
international cooperation and a robust system to 
fight terror financing and economic crime, which 
is the need of the hour, will be suggested by India.

T. BRAJESH

PERSPECTIVE
G20 PRESIDENCY

PM MODI STRIKES 
THE RIGHT CHORD 
BY PITCHING FOR 
‘MINDSET SHIFT’

The concept of development 
has had different connota-
tions throughout history, 
both theoretically and po-
litically. We all relate with 
one connotation of devel-
opment—that is “positive 
change”.  However, the con-
cept of development goes 
beyond change. It is a prog-
ress of more than one aspect 
of life, a process where cur-
rent improvements are built 
on the previous. This is pos-
sible only when there are 
changes at the grassroots. 
This is what is referred to 
as “Sustainable Develop-
ment”. The United Nations 
Member States in 2015 
identified 17 broad areas 
that need to be addressed 

for any nation to attain sus-
tainable development. Of 
these, gender equality is one 
of the core goals of develop-
ment, which is not only a 
fundamental human right, 
but a necessary foundation 
for a peaceful, prosper-
ous and sustainable world. 
There has been progress 
over the last decades, but 
the world is not on track to 
achieve gender equality by 
2030. The social and eco-
nomic fallout from the Co-
vid-19 pandemic has made 
the situation even bleaker. 
Progress in many areas, 
including time spent on 
unpaid care and domestic 
work, decision-making re-
garding sexual and repro-
ductive health, and gender-
responsive budgeting, is 
falling behind.

Gender discrimination 
across sectors is known to 
all. In India, gender dispar-
ity is not only pervasive, but 
often women are treated 
as second-class citizens. 
Challenges of women in In-
dian agriculture sector are 
multi-fold and it starts with 
the basic threat of identity. 
Due to inconsistency in the 

definitions used, a woman, 
despite spending hours in 
fields, is not recognised as 
cultivator. Women in most 
cases do not enjoy owner-
ship rights and, therefore, 
cannot get access to institu-
tional credit. According to 
the statistics released by the 
University of Maryland and 
the National Council of Ap-
plied Economic Research 
(NCAER, 2018), women 
constitute over 42% of the 
agricultural labour force 
in India, but own less than 
2% of farmland. Poor ac-
cess to credit and other fi-
nancial services, including 
crop insurance stemming 
from poor financial literacy 
among women, are some of 
the challenges that need to 
be urgently tackled.

Several efforts were taken 
to give women their rights 
in the field. For instance, in 
2011, M.S. Swaminathan 
proposed the “Women 
Farmer’s Entitlement Bill” 
which lapsed in 2013. The 
Hindu Succession Amend-
ment Act (2005) granted 
coparcenary rights to 
daughters and equal inheri-
tance rights. The draft of 

the National Women’s Pol-
icy (2016), prepared by the 
Union Ministry of Women 
and Child Development, 
recognised the importance 
of land rights for women. 
However, number of factors 
constrain women in exercis-
ing their legal rights, includ-
ing patrilocal post-marital 
residence, village exogamy, 
opposition to mobility from 
men, traditionally institu-
tionalised gender roles, low 
female literacy and aware-
ness, male dominance in 
administrative, judicial, and 
other public decision-mak-
ing bodies at all levels.

Another facet of gender 
discrimination is wage-gap 
disparity. Growth of wage 
rate at any given time is a 
response to supply and de-
mand for labour. However, 
if men and women were 
perfect substitutes of one 
another, a decline in female 
labour supply should have 
increased the wage rate of 
both men and women and 
not affect the gender gap. 
The lack of perfect sustain-
ability that is found in most 
states in both agriculture 
and non-agriculture sector 

is one of the major factors 
leading to the widening 
wage gap.

Using the India Hu-
man Development Survey 
(IHDS, 2018), we find that 
gender wage inequalities in 
the agriculture sector of In-
dia widen as the size of the 
village increases. This im-
plies that women employed 
in the Indian agricultural 
sector have a double disad-
vantage. First, as the village 
grows, the advantages of 
growth are harnessed by 
rest of the sectors and not 
by the agriculture sector. 
Second, the impact of disad-
vantage keeps on growing 
as the population size of the 
village grows.

Thus, women in agricul-
ture are not only deprived 
of the rights of ownership 
but are often at the end 
of the tunnel in receiving 
the benefits of develop-
ment. Solution to this lies 
in making men and women 
perfect substitutes of one 
another. The latest Na-
tional Family Health Sur-
vey (NFHS):2020-21 have 
shown some encouraging 
statistics of larger propor-

tion of women owning land, 
having bank accounts, use 
of mobile phones etc as 
compared to the previous 
survey 2015-16. Whether 
the improvement is sub-
stantial remains a debate. 
The Global Gender Gap Re-
port 2022 places India at 135 
out of 146 countries. India 
has slightly improved its po-
sition from bottom 6 in 2021 
to bottom 11 in 2022.

We have taken few steps 
towards development, but 
it is a long path to cover. 
India’s position of being 
among bottom 11 countries 
should be a wake-up call 
to all of us. To achieve this 
goal, a complete strategy is 
required which starts from 
healthcare, perfect nutri-
tion, access to education, 
child protection, social pol-
icy, training, and awareness 
on the same footing as that 
of men. Most importantly, 
more women should come 
forward, take leadership to 
bring in this change which 
is crucial for sustainable de-
velopment of any economy.
Dr Minakshi Chakraborty is a 
Senior Economist, Mahindra 
& Mahindra.

Gender equality should be at the core of the 
economics of sustainability

opinion
PETER DASH
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The message from the Baltic Sea event may 
be that it is fair game of even state actors 
to destroy life-giving infrastructure of 
enormous significance well outside a war 
area; and even to punish allies and neutrals 
for not supporting sanctions and other 
key strategic policies of the perpetrator.

A blame game ensued over the leaks in the Nord Stream pipelines 
running from Russia to Germany under the Baltic Sea. 

Many commentators 
are of the view that 
the G20 role has given 
India a much-needed 
opportunity to confirm 
the perception about 
its rise as a new global 
power. The perception 
has always been that 
New Delhi can potentially 
bridge the emerging 
East-West conflict. This is 
something the PM himself 
has emphasised. PM Modi 
has signalled on many 
occasions that India will 
attempt to bring terrorism 
back on the G20 agenda.
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The Supreme Court in the 
case TN Godavarman Thi-
rumalpad versus Union 
of India observed and 
has clarified that its order 
mandating 1 kilometer Eco-
Sensitive Zone around pro-
tected forests will not apply 
to Tungareshwar Wildlife 
Sanctuary which is being 
located near the suburbs of 
Mumbai.
The bench comprising of 
Justice BR Gavai and Jus-
tice Vikram Nath observed 
and has passed an order 
taking note of an earlier or-
der passed on September 23 
which has exempted Sanjay 
Gandhi National Park and 
the Thane Creek Flamingo 
Sanctuary from the 1-KM 
ESZ rule.
In the present case, a 
3-judge bench of the Su-
preme Court on 03.06.2022, 
had observed and has di-
rected that each protected 
forest should have an Eco 
Sensitive Zone (ESZ) of 1 ki-

lometre. In the said order, it 
has also been stated by the 
bench that a uniform ESZ 
rule may not be feasible in 
all cases and there could 
be specific instances of 
sanctuaries which is being 
situated near metro regions 
where urban activities have 
come up over the years. The 
examples are been cited 
by the bench like Sanjay 
Gandhi National Park and 
Guindy National Park in 
Mumbai and Chennai re-
spectively.
The counsel, Senior Advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi while 
seeking exemption for Tun-
gareshwar Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in the June 3, 2022 order 
as well as the September 23, 
2022 orders relied on the 
said observations which 
exempted Sanjay Gandhi 
National Park and Thane 
Creek Flamingo Sanctu-
ary. Further, it has been re-
quested by him for passing 
similar order to be passed 
in the case of Tungaresh-
war Wildlife Sanctuary as 

well.
The bench observed that in 
the case Sanjay Gandhi Na-
tional Park and the Thane 
Flamingo Creek, the Minis-
try of Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change had is-
sued a notification dated on 
15.12.2016 and 14.10.2021 
respectively, setting out 
ESZ. The bench noted in 
its September 23 order that 
these notifications were not 
being brought to the notice 
of the Court before the 
passing of the June 3 order. 
On 11.09.2019, in the case 
of Tungareshwar, the final 
notification has been issued 
by the Ministry.
Accordingly, the bench ob-
served while allowing the 
present application in re-
spect of Tungareshwar that 
the September 23 order had 
held that wherever specific 
notifications in respect of 
particular national parks 
or the sanctuaries have 
been issued after following 
prescribed procedure of 
law, they will be prevailed.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: 1 KM ESZ RULE WON’T 
APPLY TO TUNGARESHWAR WILDLIFE 
SANCTUARY NEAR MUMBAI

TDG NETWORK

IN COURT

The Supreme Court in the 
case TN Godavarman Thi-
rumalpad versus Union 
of India observed and has 
clarified while comment-
ing about the practical dif-
ficulties in having a uniform 
mandate of 1 kilometer Eco 
Sensitive Zone for all pro-
tected forests across the 
country, the Top Court on 
Wednesday orally remarked 
that the ground realities 
have also to be taken into 
account.
The bench comprising of 
Justice BR Gavai and Justice 
Vikram Nath observed and 
has passed an order tak-
ing note of an earlier order 
passed on September 23 
which has exempted Sanjay 
Gandhi National Park and 

the Thane Creek Flamingo 
Sanctuary from the 1-KM 
ESZ rule.
In the present case, a 3-judge 
bench of the Supreme Court 
on 03.06.2022, had ob-
served and has directed that 
each protected forest should 
have an Eco Sensitive Zone 
(ESZ) of 1 kilometre. In the 
said order, it has also been 
stated by the bench that 
a uniform ESZ rule may 
not be feasible in all cases 
and there could be specific 
instances of sanctuaries 
which is being situated near 
metro regions where urban 
activities have come up over 
the years. The examples are 
been cited by the bench like 
Sanjay Gandhi National 
Park and Guindy National 
Park in Mumbai and Chen-

nai respectively.
The counsel, Senior Advo-
cate Mukul Rohatgi while 
seeking exemption for Tun-
gareshwar Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in the June 3, 2022 order 
as well as the September 23, 
2022 orders relied on the 
said observations which 
exempted Sanjay Gandhi 
National Park and Thane 
Creek Flamingo Sanctuary. 
Further, it has been request-
ed by him for passing similar 
order to be passed in the case 
of Tungareshwar Wildlife 
Sanctuary as well.
The bench observed that in 
the case Sanjay Gandhi Na-
tional Park and the Thane 
Flamingo Creek, the Minis-
try of Environment, Forests 
and Climate Change had is-
sued a notification dated on 

15.12.2016 and 14.10.2021 
respectively, setting out 
ESZ. The bench noted in 
its September 23 order that 
these notifications were not 
being brought to the notice 
of the Court before the pass-
ing of the June 3 order. On 
11.09.2019, in the case of 
Tungareshwar, the final no-
tification has been issued by 
the Ministry.
Accordingly, the bench ob-
served while allowing the 
present application in re-
spect of Tungareshwar that 
the September 23 order had 
held that wherever specific 
notifications in respect of 
particular national parks or 
the sanctuaries have been 
issued after following pre-
scribed procedure of law, 
they will be prevailed.

SUPREME COURT: 1 KM ESZ RULE MANDATE FOR FORESTS; 
GROUND REALITIES HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED
TDG NETWORK

The Mumbai Bench of the 
Customs, Excise and Ser-
vice Tax Appellate Tribunal, 
in the case M/s. Citibank 
N.A. Versus Commissioner 
of Customs observed and 
has deleted the penalty im-
posed under the Customs 
Act against CitiBank on the 
purchase of an ATM within 
India.
The two-member bench of 
Judicial Member, Suvendu 
Kumar Pati and the Ac-
countant Member, Sanjeev 
Shrivastava observed and 
has stated that a transaction 
concerning the purchase of 
an item within India, which 
is being unrelated to its im-
portation and to the importer 
as the stated transaction is 
being confined between the 
Philips India and Appel-
lant Citibank and the same 
does not support the penalty 
which is imposed under Sec-
tion 112 of the Customs Act 
against Citibank.
In the present case, the as-
sessee/appellant is engaged 
in carrying out activities re-
lated to banking services at 
its various branches located 
in India and has purchased 
12 number of ATMs and 6 
number of ATM Control-
lers in July 1998 from Philips 
India. Thus, the then Collec-
tor of Customs, Air Cargo 
Complex, Sahar, Mumbai, 
issued a show cause notice 
has been issued, wherein al-
leging that those ATMs and 
ATM controllers were being 

supplied to Philips India to 
the appellant after they were 
being imported by a firm 
or a company of Mr. Jiten 
P. Mody by mis-declaration 
of description and value of 
goods with respect violation 
of import policy and without 
importing license.
However, the notice issued 
has also proposed the con-
fiscation of machines under 
Section 111(d) and (m) of 
the Customs Act, 1962. The 
present matter was adju-
dicated and a penalty of Rs. 
1,50,00,000 was being im-
posed on Citibank. Further, 
the penalties for an amount 
of Rs. 40, 000 for each of 
the two consignments were 
also imposed on the customs 
broker and without issuing 
of any show-cause notices 
to him.
It has been argued by the as-
sessee that Citibank is just a 
purchaser who is purchasing 

those ATMs through local 
sale invoices raised by Phil-
ips India, and it has nothing 
to do in relation with the im-
portation of goods made by 
Jiten P. Mody wherein alleg-
ing supplied to Philips India. 
It was observed that no state-
ment of any officer or execu-
tive employee of the appellant 
bank was being recorded 
and based on the statements 
of Mr. Jiten P. Mody as well 
as some employees of Philips 
of India, in this case the ap-
pellant has been implicated 
and after a reply has been 
tendered by the appellant to 
the show-cause notice, noth-
ing was being done by the 
department between the year 
1992 and 2007 till an order-
in-original was being issued 
on 30.11.2007.
It has been contended by the 
department that the investi-
gation made by DRI had un-
earthed the evil design of the 

appellants in importing of 
the ATM machines without 
giving an import license and 
in relation with misdeclara-
tion for the purpose of evad-
ing the customs duty.
Accordingly, the tribunal 
observed and has held that 
Citibank being a subsequent 
purchaser of the goods from 
Philips India, which had 
allegedly purchased the 
imported goods from Jiten 
P. Mody. Except for the state-
ment of Ramamrutham, a 
former Philips India employ-
ee, it has been stated that they 
considered the possibility of 
importing ATMs from Phil-
ips Holland to Philips India 
through third-party suppli-
ers and after the quotations 
were obtained from the said 
importer, Jiten P. Mody, the 
price quoted of the machine 
to banks namely Citibank 
and HSBC with a profit mar-
gin of 40%.

IN COURT

CESTAT Deletes Penalty Under 
Customs Act Against CitiBank: 
Purchase of ATM Within India
TDG NETWORK

The Punjab and Hary-
ana High Court in the case 
Mukesh Pal @ Makhan 
Versus State of Haryana 
observed and has reiter-
ated that the report of Fo-
rensic Science Lab forms 
the foundation of prosecu-
tion case in the proceedings 
of NDPS and in cases the 
same is not there the entire 
case of prosecution falls to 
the ground.

The bench headed by 
Justice Gurvinder Singh 
Gill in a petition seeking 
default bail for want of FSL 
report observed that a case 
under the NDPS Act can 
only survive in case where 
the prosecution is able for 

establishing that the article 
recovered is indeed a con-
traband and the same can 
only be established on the 
basis of its chemical ex-
amination, which is being 
normally and has got done 
through FSL established by 
the Government.

In the present case, the 
bench drew a contrast 
with cases of injury, hurt 
or murder under Indian 
Penal Code, 1860, wherein 
it has been stated that even 
the ocular version coupled 
with some medical evi-
dence or from some other 
circumstantial evidence 
which may suffice to bring 
home the guilt of the ac-
cused.

It has also been noted by 
the bench that the Supreme 

Court as well as a full Bench 
of the High Court have held 
that a challan even if it is not 
accompanied by a report of 
the Chemical Examiner or 
that of the expert cannot be 
said to be incomplete. How-
ever, it has been highlighted 
that those cases did not per-
tain to an offence stated un-
der the NDPS Act.

It has been observed by 
the court that the contro-
versy has been referred to 
a Division Bench and is still 
subjudice, in view of sever-
al conflicting judgments. In 
the meantime, the several 
co-ordinate Benches have 
granted bail to the accused.

Further, the relief has 
been granted by the High 
Court to the instant peti-
tioner. Facts of the Case:

An FIR was registered 
against the petitioner 
under Sections 21(b)/27-
A/29/61/85 of the NDPS Act, 
wherein it was alleged that 
he was found in possession 
of 15 grams of ‘Heroin’. After 
investigation by the police, a 
report under Section 173 of 
Code of Criminal Procedure 
was being presented before 
the trial Court but the re-
port was not accompanied 
by the report of FSL. 

The bench observed that 
60 days period was man-
datary for filling of chal-
lan in cases of recovery of 
non-commercial quantity 
of contraband and as per 
provisions of the NDPS Act 
reading with Section 167 
Cr.P.C. expired on 10.4.2022 
and the FSL report even by 

the said date was not filled 
by the prosecution. As a re-
sult of which an application 
was moved by the petitioner 
under Section 167(2) Cr.P.C. 
for bail on the ground that 
the challan could not be said 
to be complete in absence of 
FSL report. The court dis-
missed the said application 
and the instant petition.

Accordingly, the court 
after considering the sub-
missions observed and 
has extended that the con-
cession of bail in terms 
of Section 167(2) code of 
Criminal Procedure to the 
petitioner, the court while 
also keeping in view of the 
fact that the petitioner has 
been behind bars since the 
last more than a period  
of 9 months.

IN COURT

Punjab And Haryana High Court Grants 
Default Bail Despite Chargesheet: FSL 
Report Forms Foundation Of NDPS Case
TDG NETWORK
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Ministry of Coal has 
offered 13 coal 
blocks from the 

state of Maharashtra for auc-
tion. Out of these, 5 are fully 
explored and 8 are partially 
explored mines, informed 
Union Parliamentary Affairs, 
Coal and Mines Minister 
Prahlad Joshi at an investor 
conclave in Mumbai today. 

After the successful auction 
of 64 coal mines in the first 
five tranches, Ministry of Coal 
had launched the process for 
auction of 133 coal mines un-
der 6th round of commercial 
auctions of which 71 coal 
mines are new coal mines 
and 62 coal mines are rolling 
over from earlier tranches of 
commercial auctions held in 
November 2022. Addition-
ally, eight coal mines under 
2nd attempt of 5thround of 
commercial auctions were 
also launched where single 
bids were received in the first 
attempt. Hence, the biggest 
tranche of 141 mines covering 
the eleven coal-bearing states 
are being offered this time.

Union Minister Prahlad 
Joshi explained, “Our re-
quirement for coal is in-
creasing, our total dispatch 
in 2013-14 was 572 million 
tons, last year it was 817 mil-
lion tons, this year it will be 
900 million tons. Despite 
this, domestic production 
will not be able to fulfill full 
coal demand”. While the total 
domestic coal production will 
be 1 billion tons, the total de-
mand would be 1,300 - 1,400 
million tons, he added.  As the 
country is aiming to become 
self-reliant in coal sector, de-
liberations are in progress on 
how the country can perform 
sustainable coal mining, said 
Coal Minister.

Coal Minister Prahlad Joshi 
informed that power demand 
will become double by 2040. 
Stating that the country’s 
energy security is quite im-
portant, he said, “Even if we 
produce 50% of that from re-
newable sources, we would 
need around 1.5 billion tons 
of coal, hence there is no 
need to worry about future 
of coal”. The Union Minister 
stated that the country’s tar-
get is 100 million tons of gas-
ification by 2030.  Towards 
achieving this end of sustain-
able coal mining, 50% rebate 
in commercial coal mining for 

minimum 10% use in gasifi-
cation has been given, he 
added. Also, Rs. 6,000 crore 
has been earmarked under 
PLI scheme, coal gasification 
has been incentivized and 
removal of entry barriers 

has attracted new players to 
the industry, stated Prahlad 
Joshi.

Union Minister Prahlad 
Joshi further stated that pro-
cess of approval of mine plant 
and geological reports have 

been simplified and single 
window clearance has been 
implemented to speed up op-
eration of allotted coal blocks. 
The Coal Ministry handholds 
Project Monitoring Unit and 
have removed entry barriers, 

he added.
Citing the example of prog-

ress in coal mining at Odi-
sha, Coal Minister informed 
that the state’s revenue from 
mining was around Rs. 5,000 
crores in 2014-15 and it has 

now gone up to Rs. 50,000 
crores after setting in the 
major changes in mining sec-
tor in 2020-21. Invoking the 
spirit of cooperative federal-
ism, the Centre and states will 
together make a big transfor-

mation to the coal and mining 
sector and contribute posi-
tively to the economy, said 
Union Coal Minister.

Union MoS for Railways, 
Coal and Mines Raosaheb 
Patil Danve said that coal 
sector has the responsibility 
to not only produce power, 
but also protect the environ-
ment. “It is our responsibility 
to rehabilitate farmers whose 
land has been taken for coal 
or mining blocks, I am con-
fident that together we will 
fulfill this responsibility”, he 
added. Raosaheb Danve Patil 
further stated, “By 2030, we 
will attain coal production of 
1.5 billion tonnes”.

Maharashtra CM Eknath 
Shinde said that the State 
Government is  focused on 
making Maharashtra mining 
intensive investor-friendly 
hub in Vidarbha and Konk-
an regions. It will encourage 
mineral-friendly industries 
in these regions, he added. 
“With right policy measures, 

we can explore untapped 
mineral potential for eco-
nomic, social and industrial 
development”, further stated 
Maharashtra CM.

 He urged the Union Coal 
Ministry to start a coal re-
search institute in Maha-
rashtra in similar lines to the 
one started in Jharkhand. He 
also said that re-starting of 20 
closed mines in Maharashtra 
by the Centre has created job 
opportunities in the region. 
Coal Secretary Amrit Lal 
Meena said that investment 
in coal provides long-term 
returns, high rate and as-
sured demand for coal in the 
times to come. Maharash-
tra’s Mining Minister Dadaji 
Bhuse also participated in the 
deliberations.  Earlier in the 
day, the Union Coal Minister 
and MoS (Coal) held a review 
meeting with power genera-
tion companies, including the 
state’s MAHAGENCO, and 
ensured adequate supply of 
coal to them.

T h e  H i g h  C o u r t  o f 
Karnataka has quashed a 
show cause notice issued to 
Jitendra Virani to Jitendra 
Virwani, chairman of 
Embassy Group, under 
the provisions of the Black 
Money (Undisclosed 
Foreign Income and Assets) 
and Imposition of Tax 
Act, 2015.  However, the 
court gave liberty to the 
authorities to issue fresh 
notice as per the law.

A  D iv i s i o n  B e n c h 
comprising Justice P.S. 
Dinesh Kumar and Justice 

M.G. Uma passed the order 
while allowing an appeal 
filed by Mr. Virwani. He 
had questioned a single 
judge’s order of dismissing 
his petition, in which he 
had questioned the legality 
of the notice issued to him 
on August 11, 2021, by the 
authority constituted under 
the BM Act.

“The two transactions 
examined by us clearly 
show that the Income 
Tax Department has sent 
information without 
proper verification and the 
authorities under the BM 
Act have acted mechanically 
and sent the notice without 

application of mind,” the 
Bench observed.

The I-T Department 

had initiated proceedings 
against him following the 
searches conducted in 

2015. The I-T authorities 
had issued an assessment 
order under the I-T Act 

by treating the petitioner 
as a ‘beneficial owner’ 
of ‘Romulus Assets Ltd. 

(RAL), a foreign company.
H o w e v e r,  t h e  I -T 

Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) 
had on July 30 set aside the 
assessment order while 
holding that assessing 
officer had not discharged 
the burden cast on him to  
prove that Mr. Virwani 
i s  t h e  sh a r e h o l de r/
beneficial owner of RAL, 
and had merely acted on 
a suspicion sans record on 
legal evidence to prove that 
he is the beneficial owner of 
RAL.

  The Bench found that 
the I-T authorities had 
sent the information on Mr. 
Virwani’s foreign assets to 

the BM authorities only on 
August 6, 2021, which was 
after the ITAT found fault 
with the findings of the I-T 
Department.

  When the ITAT had 
found fault with findings 
of the I-T authorities, it is 
trite that the same aspect 
cannot be reopened in a 
parallel proceeding, the 
Bench said, while pointing 
out that “the dates of action 
lead to an inference that 
I-Tax Department sent 
the information hurriedly, 
immediately after disposal 
of case the ITAT, and the 
authority under BM Act 
has also acted hurriedly.”

The biggest tranche of 141 mines 
covering the eleven coal-bearing 
states are being offered in the sixth 
round of commercial coal auctions

HIGH COURT SETS ASIDE BLACK MONEY AUTHORITY’S NOTICE TO EMBASSY GROUP CHAIRMAN JITENDRA VIRWANI 

MINING

IN COURT
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Ministry of Coal 
has offered 13 coal 
blocks from the state 
of Maharashtra for 
the 6th round of 
commercial auction: 
Union Parliamen-
tary Affairs, Coal and 
Mines Minister

By 2030, we will at-
tain coal production 
of 1.5 billion tonnes: 
Union MoS for Rail-
ways, Coal and Mines

Maharashtra Govern-
ment focusing on 
developing mining 
intensive investor-
friendly hubs in 
Vidarbha and Konkan 
regions: Maharashtra 
CM
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TOP OF THE DAY

JEWELLER AMONG 
THREE SHOT DEAD 
IN PAKISTAN
ISLAMABAD: At least 
three people including 
a jeweller and his two 
friends were shot dead 
by unknown assailants 
in Pakistan’s North 
Waziristan, The Nation, a 
Pakistani-based newspa-
per reported. According 
to the police, the attack 
occurred in front of a 
sessions court, Dawn re-
ported. One of the injured, 
Sardar Nasim Tareen, 
was coming out of the 
court after a hearing when 
unidentified men attacked 
him with fists outside the 
court premises. Mean-
while, armed assailants 
who were waiting outside 
the court opened fire and 
resulted in fatal injuries 
to eight other men who 
were accompanying 
Tareen, reported Dawn. 
In another incident, in 
South Waziristan district’s 
Sararogha, another man 
whom the authorities 
said was a ‘terrorist’, was 
killed. 

COP, 3 CIVILIANS 
KILLED IN SUICIDE 
ATTACK IN PAK
ISLAMABAD: A police 
officer and three civilians 
were killed in a suicide 
attack near Pakistan’s 
Balochistan Constabulary 
truck in Quetta’s Baleli 
area, media coordina-
tor for the area’s Health 
Department, Dr Waseem 
Baig, confirmed the num-
ber of fatalities. According 
to the Dawn, the media 
coordinator said that 
in the attack, 27 others 
including 20 policemen 
were also injured. Quetta 
Deputy Inspector General 
of Police (DIGP) Ghulam 
Azfar Mahesar told 
reporters at the site of the 
attack that the explosion 
took place near a police 
truck which was on its 
way to provide security 
to polio workers.“The 
official further informed 
that a total of three ve-
hicles were hit in the blast, 
which were a police truck, 
a Suzuki Mehran and a 
Toyota Corolla. “Look-
ing at the crime scene 
and given that the truck 
toppled, it is estimated 
that 25 kilogrammes of 
explosives were used  in 
the blast.

UN LAUNCHES 
$51.5 BILLION 
HUMANITARIAN 
APPEAL FOR 2023
GENEVA: The estimated 
cost of the UN humani-
tarian response going 
into 2023 is USD 51.5 
billion, a 25 per cent 
increase compared to the 
beginning of this year, the 
United Nations and part-
ner organizations said 
on Thursday. Next year 
will set another record 
for humanitarian relief 
requirements, with 339 
million people in need of 
assistance in 69 coun-
tries, an increase of 65 
million people compared 
to the same time last 
year, according to United 
Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs (OCHA). 

“Humanitarian needs are 
shockingly high, as this 
year’s extreme events are 
spilling into 2023,” said 
the UN Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Martin 
Griffiths. Lethal droughts 
and floods are wreaking 
havoc in communities 
from Pakistan to the Horn 
of Africa. 

Chinese people continue to 
live under strict restrictions 
while the rest of the world 
has gone back to living a 
normal life. China is fail-
ing to prevent coronavirus 
infections despite the strict 
lockdown and regulations 
under its ‘Zero COVID’ poli-
cy, Voices Against Autocracy 
reported.

The Chinese government 
continues to follow the zero 
COVID policy despite the 
people terming it ‘ineffec-
tive.’  The COVID-19 cases 
in China continue to increase 
rapidly which has angered 
Chinese people as they con-
tinue to remain under strict 
restrictions. Chinese people 
have been terming these 
restrictions “inhuman, as 
per the Voices Against Au-
tocracy report. People have 
raised doubts over the Chi-
nese government’s failure 
to contain the virus spread 

while the rest of the world 
has gone back to their rou-
tine life. Notably, China has 
been adhering to strict CO-
VID policy ever since the 
pandemic started. The Chi-
nese government has been 
imposing strict lockdowns, 
travel restrictions and con-
ducting mass testing to con-
trol the spread of the virus.

In 2019, US Consulate 
in Wuhan raised doubts 
over the virus infection 
and claimed that it was not 
normal as the situation 
continued to deteriorate. 
The report claimed that the 
schools started to shut down 
abruptly while healthcare 
facilities witnessed a rise in 
activities, as per the news 
report. Beijing announced 
the Covid-19 outbreak in De-
cember-end. However, it has 
not disclosed the source of 
Covid-19 infections. Earlier, 
China ridiculed nations that 
were fighting rising Covid 
cases and lauded its efforts 
to contain the pandemic. 

‘INEFFECTIVE POLICY’

People angry as China 
fails to prevent cases 
despite ‘zero Covid’ policy
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING 

COVID PROTESTERS

China’s repressive 
actions are a sign of 
weakness: Blinken
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON 

As millions have been af-
fected by nearly three years 
of mass testing, quarantines 
and lockdowns, United 
States Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken, on Wednesday, 
called China’s “repressive” 
action against the protesters 
over the Covid lockdown “a 
sign of weakness.”

During an interview with 
Andrea Mitchell of NBC, 
Blinken said, “I think any 
country where you see peo-
ple trying to speak out, try-
ing to speak up, to protest 
peacefully, to make known 
their frustrations, whatever 
the issue is - in any country 
where we see that happening 
and then we see the govern-
ment take massive repressive 
action to stop it, that’s not a 
sign of strength, that’s a sign 
of weakness,” according to 
the statement released by US 
Department of State. In re-
sponding to a question about 
the protest in China over the 
covid lockdown, the US Sec-
retary of State said, “Well, I 
can’t speak to what this says 
about his standing. But what 
I can say is this: First, the ze-
ro-COVID policy that we’ve 
seen in China is not some-
thing that we would do, and 
we’ve been focused on mak-

ing sure that people have 
safe and effective vaccines, 
that we have tested, that we 
have treatment, and that has 
proven effective.”

He further said that China 
has to figure out a way that 
answers the health needs 
and also answers the needs 
of the people and to deal with 
Covid. “We can’t address 
that for them,” he added.

Over the weekend, thou-
sands of people in Shanghai, 
China’s biggest city and fi-
nancial centre, began pub-
licly protesting against the 
government’s strict Covid-19 
measures and denouncing 
the Chinese Communist 
Party’s authoritarian rule, 
according to Human Rights 
Watch (HRW).

The crackdown on protest-
ers and the brief detention 
of BBC reporter has also 
impacted adversely the rela-
tions between UK-China ties.

AUTHORITARIAN RULE

‘CHINA WOULD BE FACING SERIOUS 
CHALLENGES DURING XI’S THIRD TERM’
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

China faces a once-in-a-gen-
eration economic challenge 
and the Chinese Communist 
Party’s (CCP’s) decisions will 
significantly shape the lives of 
the country’s 1.4 billion people. 
This indicates that Chinese 
President Xi Jinping foresees in 
his third term that China would 
be facing the most serious geo-
political and other challenges 
in the next five years, reported 
Geopolitica.info. During the 
20th Congress of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC), the 
obvious happened. Xi Jinping’s 
intent to continue at the helm 
of the CPC was clear from the 
time, the age limit of 65 years 
was relaxed and the constitu-
tional provision for limiting the 
term of the office of PRC Chair-
man was abolished, reported 

Geopolitica.info. Although Xi’s 
supremacy was never chal-
lenged throughout the con-
ference, it was announced on 
October 23 that he was elected 
General Secretary of the CPC 
Central Committee for the next 
five years.

Meanwhile, China’s economy 
is faltering. Unemployment is 
skyrocketing. Endless Covid 
lockdowns are wreaking hav-

oc on businesses and people’s 
lives. The property sector is in 
crisis, reported Geopolitica.
info.

Economists have warned that 
reversing market-style reform 
could hamper the country’s 
growth, reported Geopolitica.
info. The Chinese government 
had “made a lot of mistakes in 
the last five years with its econ-
omy,”  the report added .

UNALIGNED WITH GOALS

China intimidates big businesses, their 
founders through coercive means: Report
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

The Chinese communist 
party (CCP), in its quest to 
intimidate large-scale busi-
nesses and their founders, 
has aggressively choked off 
financing to nonstate enti-
ties they view as unaligned 
with the party’s economic or 
political goals, according to 
media reports.

The party-cum-state has 
begun its long-awaited 
crackdown on big business-
es that refused to endorse the 
Party’s repressive policies, 
said the digital publication 
Financial Post in its recent 
report titled “CCP’s intimi-
dating tactics against Tech-
nocrats and Big Businesses 
in China”. The report states 
the situation of Chinese bil-
lionaire Jack Ma is telling of 

the CCP’s tactics of intimida-
tion through coercive means. 
This has invariably caused 
fear amongst other business 
owners that had previously 
raised similar concerns.

Ma, who was once the rich-
est business leader in China, 
shifted to neighbouring Ja-
pan, amid the Chinese gov-
ernment’s crackdown on the 
country’s technology sector 
and its most powerful busi-
nessmen, the British daily 
Financial Times reported.

He vanished from the 
public eye after he slammed 
Beijing Chinese regulators 
in 2020, accusing the state 
banks of having a “pawn-
shop mentality”. He even 
called for the introduction of 
bold new players that could 
extend China’s credit to the 
collateral poor.

After the criticism, Ma’s 
Ant group and e-commerce 
giant Alibaba faced a series 
of regulatory hurdles.

Chinese regulators called 
off Ant’s blockbuster USD 37 
billion initial public offering 
and fined Alibaba a record 
USD 2.8 billion for antitrust 
abuses last year, said The Fi-
nancial Times report.

According to the United 
States-China Economic and 
Security Review Commis-
sion (USCC), under Xi, “Chi-
na’s financial regulators have 
also aggressively choked off 
financing to nonstate entities 
they view as unaligned with 
the CCP’s economic or politi-
cal goals.”

The US government’s 
independent agency said 
China’s government also 
exacerbated the economic 

slowdown in 2020 and 2021 
by blocking bank lending to 
highly indebted property de-
velopers.

In other areas of CCP eco-
nomic decision-making, 
policy toward the nonstate 
sector under Xi has been 
guided by a “Party knows 
best” mentality.

Further embedding of Le-
ninist political institutions 
in China’s nonstate firms 
increases top-down control 
and drives companies to fill 
political rather than mar-
ket objectives, according to 
USCC.

This approach treats the 
market as a tool to allocate 
resources toward ends pre-
determined by the CCP and is 
skeptical of any market func-
tion beyond serving policy 
goals.

Mehran Samak

Xi Jinping’s supremacy has never been challenged before, but 
China’s economy is faltering and unemployment is skyrocketing.

CRACKDOWN ON PROTEST

PHILANTHROPIC WORK

27-YEAR OLD IRANIAN ACTIVIST SHOT DEAD FOR 
CELEBRATING TEAM’S EXIT FROM THE WORLD CUP

Biden to greet Prince, Princess of Wales in Boston

TDG NETWORK
TEHRAN

An Iranian activist was shot 
dead by the authorities in 
the city of Bandar-e Anzali 
for celebrating the team’s 
loss to the United States and 
exit from the World Cup, 
said a rights group.

According to the human 
rights group, Mehran Sa-
mak, 27, was   shot dead 
while he was honking his 
car horn in Bandar Anzali, 
a city on the Caspian Sea 
coast. Since the country 
has been facing mass pro-
test following the death of 
Mahsa Amini in police cus-
tordy, there has been mixed 
response regarding the 
country’s exit from World 
Cup. In order to fight for jus-
tice, many people have re-

fused to support their team 
against the government’s 
crackdown on the protest 
which also resulted in the 
death of 448 people.   

Samak “was targeted di-
rectly and shot in the head 
by security forces … fol-

lowing the defeat of the na-
tional team against Amer-
ica”, said the Oslo-based 
group Iran Human Rights 
(IHR). However, no official 
statement by the authori-
ties in this matter has been 
released yet.  Few hours 
after the incident, Iranian 
international midfielder 
Saeid Ezatolahi, who played 
for US posted a picture of 
him Samak and describ-
ing him as his “childhood 
teammate”. Saeid took to his 
instagram and expressed 
his sorrow by the Iranian 
officials. He shared that Sa-
mak had played in the US 
match and was from Bandar 
Anzali.  

“After last night’s bitter 
loss, the news of your pass-
ing set fire to my heart,” said 

Ezatolahi on Instagram. 
“Some day the masks will 
fall, the truth will be laid 
bare. “This is not what our 
youth deserve. This is not 
what our nation deserves.” 
He further said.

The players in their first 
clash against England in 
the support of protestors 
did not sing the national 
anthem. However they did 
sing it while playing against 
Wales and USA clashes.  

Iran’s football team after 
facing a backlash from the 
government for not singing 
national anthem at the start 
of the game, later on half 
heartedly sang the anthem. 
The Iranian team have been 
in a conflicting situation 
facing fierce criticism from 
both the sides as there was a 

mounting pressure from the 
government that serious ac-
tion might be taken against 
them if they did not sing the 
anthem. While on the other 
hand many Iranians had 
boycotted the World Cup as 
they felt that the team did 
not show enough support 
for the protestors and criti-
cism against government’s 
crackdown on the protests 
over the death of Mahsa 
Amini.   

At least 448 people have 
been killed by the Iranian 
Security forces in a crack-
down on the protest held 
in Iran over the death of 
22 –year old Mahsa Amini. 
She was taken in the police 
custody by Iran’s morality 
police for wearing an ‘ina-
propriate’ headscarf. 

US President Joe Biden will 
meet the Prince and Princess 
of Wales, William and Cath-
erine in Boston on Friday 
while they were here for the 
British royal family’s phil-
anthropic work, the White 
House said.

While talking to report-
ers, White House press sec-
retary Karine Jean-Pierre 
said, “The President intends 
to greet the Prince and Prin-
cess of Wales when he is in 
Boston - we are still final-
izing and working through 
the details.” She added, “I 
don’t have anything more 
to share, any more specifics 

to share on that.” The royal 
couple, William and Cath-
erine, arrived in the US on 
Wednesday, CNN reported.

The couple will present 
awards given out by the 
Earth shot Prize, an organi-
zation founded by William 
to help entrepreneurs with 
solutions to climate change 
and environmental issues.

The prize was found way 
back in 2020 in the hope 
of harnessing the world’s 
smartest minds to confront 
some of the most pressing 
environmental challenges 
facing humanity. Each year 
for the next decade, five 
winners will receive Euro 
1 million (around USD 1.12 
million) to fund their cre-

ative solutions to the climate 
crisis, according to CNN.

This visit is the first tour 
of the royal couple to the 
US since Queen Elizabeth II 
died in September, the first 
time they touch US soil since 
Prince Harry and Meghan, 
Duke and Duchess of Sus-
sex, left Britain for a more 
private life in California.

Antony Blinken

Less than three months 
after Xi Jinping se-
cured the historic 

third term as the Chinese 
leader at the 20th National 
Congress, the “Blank Paper 
Revolution” over the zero 
Covid policy, has hit the 
second-largest economy in 
the country.

Writing for the InsideOver 
publication, columnist Fed-
erico Giuliani argued that 
the Chinese President is fac-
ing an unprecedented crisis. 
“The world is keenly watch-
ing the Unthinkable collapse 
of Communist China as ana-
lysts believe that if Xi Jinping 
does not give up the Zero-
COVID Clearing policy, it 
may lead to major changes, 
and China is in the midst of 
a major turning point,” he 
said.

China has faced wide-

spread criticism over the 
latest crack-down on dem-
onstrations held against 
stringent Covid policies 
deployed by the govern-
ment since the start of the 
pandemic. Over the week-
end, thousands of people in 
Shanghai, China’s biggest 
city and financial centre, be-
gan publicly protesting the 

government’s strict Covid-19 
measures and denouncing 
the Chinese Communist 
Party’s (CCP) authoritarian 
rule, according to Human 
Rights Watch (HRW).

University students across 
the country gathered on their 
campuses to demonstrate, 
and that night, hundreds of 
people in Wuhan, where Co-

vid-19 originated, Chengdu, 
Beijing, and other large cit-
ies, took to the streets. The 
protest in Shanghai was in 
response to a November 24 
fire at an apartment build-
ing in Urumqi, the capital of 
China’s northwest Xinjiang 
region, in which at least 10 
people were killed.

Giuliani said blank sheets 
of paper have become a sym-
bol of a mass uprising that 
China is witnessing against 
the Communist-ruled strict 
zero-COVID policy. “These 
blank sheets of paper have 
become iconic during the 
protests, which many now 
refer to as the “Blank White 
Paper Revolution,” he said.

Protesters hold up blank 
A4 papers to show how 
freedom of speech is lacking 
in China, Giuliani added.

Writing for The Washing-
ton Post newspaper, colum-
nist John Pomfret said if the 
protests continue, Xi will or-

der a crackdown and it will 
probably work.

On Monday, a key meeting 
of the political and legal af-
fairs organ of the CCP said 
political and legal organs 
should resolutely crack 
down on infiltration and 
sabotage activities by hostile 
forces and illegal and crimi-
nal acts that disrupt social 
order, state media outlet 
Global Times reported.

According to Pomfret, 
things have changed sub-
stantially in China since the 
last time protests directed 
at the central government 
occurred in so many places 
simultaneously. Pomfret 
contended that Beijing has 
“more means to suppress 
protests than existed in 1989 
or 1999.” He added that Bei-
jing has built a digital pan-
opticon and social control 
system unrivalled by visions 
like English writers Aldous 
Huxley or George Orwell.

MASS UPRISING

CHINA MAY UNDERGO MAJOR CHANGES AFTER 
‘BLANK PAPER REVOLUTION’, SAYS EXPERT
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING 

Protesters hold up blank A4 papers to show how freedom of 
speech is lacking in China.
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KIDS AMONG THE KILLED

US condemns Afghanistan 
blast that claimed 16 lives
The United States con-
demned the blast that took 
place in Afghanistan’s Sa-
mangan, which claimed 16 
lives and said that all Af-
ghani children have the right 
to go to school without fear. 
Taking to Twitter, US Special 
Representative for Afghani-
stan said, “Terrible news 
from Samangan this morn-
ing. Children were among 
those killed and injured in an 
attack on a religious school. 
The United States condemns 
this senseless attack against 
innocent civilians. 

All Afghan children have 
the right to go to school with-
out fear.” Earlier, on Wednes-
day, at least 16 people were 
killed and 24 wounded in 
the blast that took place in 
Jahdia seminary in Aybak 
city of Samangan in Afghan-
istan during the afternoon 
prayers, reported Tolo News. 
A doctor of Samangan Pro-
vincial Hospital said that at 
least 15 people were dead 
and 27 injured others have 

been brought to this hos-
pital, reported Tolo News. 
A Taliban official said that 
at least 10 students were 
killed as the bomb blast oc-
cured at a religious school 
in northern Afghanistan. 
Local officials said the 
blast happened during 
the afternoon prayers. 
Interior Ministry spokes-
man Abdul Nafi Takor 
said several others were 
wounded in the blast in Ay-
bak, the capital of the north-

ern Samangan province. 
So far, no group or organi-
zation has taken respon-
sibility for the explosion. 
Blasts and violence have 
become a regular affair 
in Afghanistan since the 
Taliban took control of 
the country following the 
ouster of the US-backed ci-
vilian government last year. 
Rights groups said the Tali-
ban had broken multiple 
pledges to respect human and 
women’s rights.

TDG NETWORK
KABUL

The site after the blast in Afghanistan’s Samangan.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa (left) and Mahinda Rajapaksa.

SPACE EXPLORATION

ON U.S. TOUR, MACRON MEETS KAMALA 
HARRIS AT NASA HEADQUARTERS
French President Emmanuel 
Macron met US Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris at the 
headquarters of the Nation-
al Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) in 
Washington and discussed 
space exploration and the 
continued strengthening of 
joint investments in the ex-
ploration of the Moon and 
Mars. Macron, who is in US 
for his official visit, agreed 
with Harris to strengthen 
US-France space coopera-
tion across civil, commer-
cial, and national security 
sectors, according to the 
statement released by the 
White House. This meeting 
is based on the November 
2021 meeting that took place 
in Paris where they agreed to 
strengthen space coopera-
tion across all sectors.

According to the state-
ment, since that meeting, 
France has signed the Ar-
temis Accords to guide 
civil use of space, the United 
States has joined the Space 
for Climate Observatory 
(SCO) to develop accessible 
tools for climate monitor-
ing and adaptation, and the 
United States and France 
held the first Comprehensive 
Dialogue on Space to discuss 

cooperation on civil, com-
mercial, and national secu-
rity space initiatives. France 
announced yesterday the 
same commitment that the 
Vice President announced 
in April 2022 not to conduct 
destructive, direct-ascent 
anti-satellite missile testing.

Both had received a brief-
ing from French and US 
experts on climate science 
and discussed how to utilize 
space data better to address 
the climate crisis. They also 
discussed the expanded 
participation of the United 
States in SCO and the up-
coming launch of the US-
France Surface Water and 
Ocean Topography mission 
that will make the first-ever 
global survey of Earth’s sur-
face water and comprehen-

sively track changes over 
time, the statement reads.

The Vice President and 
President Macron also dis-
cussed space exploration 
with US and French astro-
nauts, including the contin-
ued importance of a crewed 
presence in low Earth or-
bit, including International 
Space Station operations, 
the statement added.

After reaching the US, 
Macron tweeted, “USA! A 
moment to celebrate the 
friendship between our 
two countries. A moment to 
progress together in a time of 
great challenges.” 

Meanwhile, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken, 
on being asked about the 
differences between US 
and France, accepted them 

and said they have always 
worked through them.

In an interview with Chris-
tiane Amanpour of CNN, 
Blinken said, “And do we 
have differences on certain 
things? Of course. We al-
ways do, but we always work 
through them. And so, for 
example, when it comes to 
some concerns that we’ve 
heard in Europe over some 
of the provisions in the Infla-
tion Reduction Act that go 
to creating incentives for in-
vesting in the United States 
- we’ve heard some concerns 
expressed by our European 
partners - we immediately 
set up a task force with the 
European Union to work 
through those concerns, and 
that’s exactly what we’re do-
ing.” 
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French President Emmanuel Macron with US Vice President Kamala Harris.

Five foreign visits un-
dertaken by former 
Sri Lanka Prime Min-

ister Mahinda Rajapaksa 
and President Gotabaya Raj-
apaksa last year cost the state 
exchequer over 40 million 
Sri Lankan Rupees (LKR), 
according to a report by Sri 
Lanka’s Daily Mirror.

This report is based on de-
tails provided by the Presi-
dential Secretariat and the 
Prime Minister’s Office on a 
directive issued by the Right 
to Information Commission. 
Gotabaya and Mahinda, who 
were ousted from power 
after a large-scale uprising, 
spent a staggering LKR 44, 
739,184.91 for five official vis-
its abroad in 2021. The Daily 
Mirror report said the initial 
request to the Presidential 
Secretariat and the Prime 
Minister’s Office in January 
this year, under the Right 

to Information, Act was re-
jected.

Out of LKR 44 million, 
over LKR 36 million had 
been spent by former Prime 
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa 
for two visits abroad. Mean-
while, Mahinda’s brother and 
former President Gotabaya 
had spent LKR 7 million for 
three official visits overseas.

According to the Sri Lank-

an publication, the cost of the 
former Prime Minister’s offi-
cial visits amounted to 83 per 
cent of the total expenditure.

The expenditure on Mahin-
da Rajapaksa’s visits abroad 
had been much higher due 
to the large entourage that 
accompanied the former Sri 
Lankan PM overseas, includ-
ing his family members and 
friends. This report comes as 

Sri Lanka faces an economic 
crisis that has particularly 
impacted food security, ag-
riculture, livelihoods, and 
health services.

This month, the United Na-
tions (UN) team in Sri Lanka 
and non-governmental orga-
nizations revised and extend-
ed their joint Humanitarian 
Needs and Priorities (HNP) 
Plan, which aims to provide 

life-saving assistance to 3.4 
million people, amid the 
country’s worst economic 
crisis since independence.

Governments and donor 
agencies have helped the hu-
manitarian community reach 
over 1 million of the country’s 
most vulnerable people with 
cash, food, school meals, 
medicine, protection, and 
livelihood support.

COST TO EXCHEQUER
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‘2021 FOREIGN VISITS OF GOTABAYA, 
MAHINDA COST LANKA LKR 40MN’

OPINION

QATAR’S TILT TOWARDS CHINA HELPED SEAL 27-YEAR LNG DEAL
While the world is talking 
about Qatar FIFA World 
Cup as the world cup of 
“firsts”, the tiny island state 
of Qatar, marred by criticism 
and tangled in international 
politics, is the first Islamic 
state to host a “winter” FIFA 
world cup. It’s the second 
Asian country is hosting a 
FIFA World Cup after 20 
years since South Korea and 
Japan Co-hosted the 2002 
FIFA World Cup. 

It also coincides with the 
strategic realignment that is 
taking shape in the geopoli-
tics of West Asia in the wake 
of the Russia-Ukraine war. 
Qatar is punching above its 
weight and carefully craft-
ing an independent foreign 

policy to assert an image of 
a sovereign player in world 
politics and not a vassal state 
of Saudi Arabia. While Mili-
tary Cooperation is one of 
the intriguing dimensions of 
Qatar-US relations, Qatar’s 
foreign policy is very dis-
tinct from that of the United 
States. 

On the other hand, China 
has been entering the gulf 
market and making inroads 
into the region through 
great investment opportu-
nities. It isn’t a coincidence 
that Chinese brands are the 
biggest Qatar’s FIFA World 
Cup Tournament Sponsors 
and have an investment of 
$1.395 billion for the compe-
tition, surpassing the slate 
of American multinational 
companies, including Coca-

Cola Budweiser etc. This also 
suits the soft power strategy 
of Chinese President XiJin-
ping, whose vision is to turn 
China into a powerhouse of 
sports.

Qatar is looking towards 
its east, seeking partners to 
boost its economic coopera-
tion and trade exchanges to 
secure its market and diversi-
fy its economy from reliance 
on oil and gas export. Qatar 
is trying to promote itself as 
a global financial and com-
mercial hub while compet-
ing with other Gulf regional 
neighbours, Saudi Arabia 
and UAE. With a massive 
market for natural gas in 
Asia, it is the largest natural 
gas supplier to China, Japan, 
and South Korea.The Core of 
Qatar-China cooperation lies 

inthe energy sector. Qatar 
covers 20 percent of China’s 
natural gasneeds and is Chi-
na’s second-largest natural 
gas supplier. Qatar-China 
relations are also mutually 
beneficial as Qatar seeks to 
capitalize on Chinese de-
mand for natural gas, and 
China wants to ensure a 
smooth energy supply from 
the Gulf.

Qatar and China have 
signedthe largest-ever Liqui-
fied Natural Gas deals worth 
a record $60bn. It comes at 
a time when western sanc-
tions against Russia have 
affected the energy supplies 
to western countries, and 
everyone is trying to lock 
its energy deal to handle 
the shortages caused by the 
Russia-Ukraine War. Eu-

rope is also seeking a strong 
replacement for the Russian 
pipeline gas but has stalled 
due to Germany’s apprehen-
sion to commit to long-term 
contracts with Qatar. 

Qatar Petroleum, the na-
tional oil and gas company, 
has several joint ventures 
with Chinese counterparts 
and holds investments in 
exploration, production, 
and refining projects. And 
this landmark deal ensures 
27 years of 4 million tons of 
LNG supply per year start-
ing from 2026 from its new 
North Field East project to 
China petroleum and chemi-
cal cooperation. It also makes 
the longest-flowing and big-
gest by volume Energy coop-
eration between Qatar Ener-
gy, its state-run energy arm 

and Chinese counterpart 
Sinopec. This deal comes 
when China’s Belt and Road 
and Qatar National Vision 
2030 converge. Both are try-
ing to build strategic partner-
shipsfocusing on investment 
and trade, connectivity, mili-
tary ties, energy cooperation, 
culture and tourism. China 
is also massively involved 
in infrastructure develop-
ment projects in Qatar. It has 
poured massive investment 
into the construction of Ha-
mad Port in Doha and the 
Lusail Stadium,where the 
2022 FIFA World Cup is on-
going. Also, Chinese Huawei 
Technologies became one 
of Qatar’s few fully-owned 
technology companies.

Qatar has been systemati-
cally counterbalancingthe 

West while forging its rela-
tions with China. The Qatar-
GCC crisis of 2017 witnessed 
China upgrading of security 
partnership with Doha. The 
relative decline of the Gulf’s 
dependency on the US and 
the rise inChina’s presence in 
the regionhas considerably 
shifted the region’s geopoli-
tics. Qatar’s tension with its-
neighbors also makes it build 
stronger military ties with 
China. Although Qatar’s 
strategic alliance with the US 
remains unchanged,a small 
state always uses hedging to 
survive the turmoil. Qatar is 
seeking a new strategic part-
nership with China to coun-
ter-balance the geopolitical 
interest of the Western allies. 
Itstrengthens its position in 
an increasingly vulnerable 

geopolitical balance of power. 
Therefore, Qatar is embrac-
ing a ‘Look East’ approach 
realizing theshift in eco-
nomic prosperity from West 
to east.The Qatari-China 
strategic partnership is ex-
pected to deepen as strategic 
realignment becomes visible 
across the world,including 
West Asia, which started 
with the Russia-Ukraine War 
outbreak.

Dr Sreshtha Chakraborty holds 
a Ph.D. in International Studies 
from the Centre of West Asian 
Studies, School of International 
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, and is presently work-
ing as an Assistant Professor of 
Political Science at the Manav 
Rachna International Institute 
of Research and Studies.

SRESHTHA CHAKRABORTY

PEOPLE INFURIATED

Ruthless demolition of houses 
for those hit by floods in Gilgit
People in the illegally occu-
pied region of Gilgit-Baltis-
tan are infuriated over the 
destruction of houses that 
are meant for the flood-af-
fected area.

Earlier, on Tuesday, the 
Assistant Commissioner 
of Gilgit ordered the local 
administration to demolish 
the houses with the help of 
bulldozers. The Shiite or-
ganisation “Anjuman Hus-
sainia Nagar Welfare” were 
building the houses at Gilgit 
Square. Feelings among the 
people of the region are that 
of subjugation and being 
second-rate citizens. They 
are annoyed that non-local 
bureaucrats mostly Pun-
jabis are running the gov-
ernment like their personal 
fiefdom and treating com-
mon people as their slaves. 
They are destroying homes, 
grabbing lands and selling 
out them to outsiders. The 
awareness among the peo-
ple of Gilgit Baltistan about 
their fundamental rights is 
increasing rapidly and they 
have become vocal against 
tyrannical acts of bureau-
cracy and security forces 
including Punjab Rangers. 
The people of Nagar are be-
ing hailed for resisting such 
acts which they deem as acts 

of colonization.
Meanwhile, Awami Work-

ers Party Chairman Com-
rade Baba Jan condemned 
the act and called it “inhu-
man”. The party further 
stated such an act depicts 
the apathetic attitude of 
the government and bu-
reaucracy attitude towards 
flood-affected people.

He alleged that on one 
hand, the government had 
abandoned the victims of 
earthquakes and floods. On 
the other hand, it has tried 
to sabotage the rehabilita-
tion work being carried out 
by Anjuman Hussainia of 
Nagar after purchasing the 
land.

Words fell short to con-
demn such kind of brutal-
ity. Awami Workers Party 
Chairman demanded imme-
diate steps for the rehabili-

tation of flood victims and 
compensation for demol-
ished houses and warned 
that if these demands are 
not met, a protest move-
ment will be launched 
across Gilgit Baltistan. Fai-
zan Mir, General Secretary 
of Awami Action Commit-
tee announced that they 
will chop off the tongues of 
those declaring GB people’s 
lands as govt lands.

All political, religious and 
human organisations while 
condemning the inhuman 
act said that it shows an ap-
athetic attitude of the govt 
& bureaucracy attitude to-
wards flood-affected people.

Local leaders alleged that 
the puppet government of 
Gilgit Baltistan is occupy-
ing the plains of the regions 
by declaring them (Khalsa) 
government land and is 

usurping the pastures and 
hills in the name of national 
parks, which is inhumane, 
un-Islamic and illegal. 
“This is everyday subjuga-
tion they witness in Gilgit 
Baltistan.”

How mercilessly Gilgit 
Baltistan is being plundered 
by Pakistani authorities and 
mafias with hands in gloves 
with their local elite and 
counterparts is that shifting 
of million years old historic 
rocks carved thousands of 
years ago are being shifted 
to an unknown destination. 
The ongoing destruction 
of Gilgit Baltistan’s history, 
cultural landscape and nat-
ural resources over 75 years 
is unprecedented. Forests 
are being cut indiscrimi-
nately at Thak Babusar and 
Jamudas in connivance with 
the administration.
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Gilgit Assistant Commissioner ordered local administration to demolish houses with bulldozers. 
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Artists 
perform 

at the ‘ 
Make in 
Odisha 

Conclave 
2022’. ANI

performance

NetizeNs loses cool as Ravish 
KumaR ResigNs fRom NDtv
Netizens welcome Ravish Kumar to YouTube as he 
resigned. Face of NDTV news channel, Ravish Kumar 
has resigned from the channel after it was bought by 
the Adani Group. After his resignation, Kumar took his 
YouTube channel to upload his post-resignation rant. 
He attacked the government, saying, “Godi Media and 
the government want to impose on you what they mean 
by journalism. So you may get fooled again.” He felt his 
departure from NDTV was same as a girl departing from 
her home after marriage.

Ravish was emotional about leaving the platform he 
worked on for 26 years, he stated ‘I don’t know what I 
will do at 9 p.m. now. I love television a lot. My heart grew 
fond of this medium, maybe that’s why heart is breaking 
too. I will keep remembering that red mic.”

Some people chose twitter to show their respect for 
Ravish Kumar saying ‘End of an Era’, while some joked 
‘Adani was buying everything, only he could not buy 
Ravish Kumar’.

When Gaikwad 
gets going, it’s 
hard to stop 
… He is calm 
like Dhoni, has 
leadership 
qualities

— Mike Hussey

brain-picking

Australian legend, praises Ruturaj Gaikwad

Yoga is keY

As people across the 
globe have restored 
their faith in Yoga, 

its importance has increased 
worldwide.  Ever yone 
knows that India introduced 
the world to the art of Yoga, 
but did you know where is 
India’s biggest International 
Yoga Centre?

India’s biggest Yoga Centre 
has been constructed in vil-
lage Mantalai in the Chenani 
Tehsil of Jammu and Kash-
mir’s Udhampur.

The village, which is locat-
ed on the Himalayas in the 
sal forests’ lap, the village, 
which has a peripheral view 

of both the plains as well as 
hills, which will serve the 
International Yoga Centre at 
the banks of the Tawi River. 
This river, also known as 
Suryaputri, originates from 
the Kailash Kund glacier. It 
is believed that the river’s 
presence relieves the per-
son from life’s maladies and 
Chenani town gives positiv-
ity, besides releasing energy 
that heals.

As the Tourism Ministry in 
the Government of India has 
sanctioned Rs 9,782 crore for 
this, the International Yoga 
Centre has been given a 
modern outlook with swim-
ming pools, business con-
vention centres, helipads, 
spas, cafeteria and dining 

halls, cottage-designed eco-
lodge huts with solarium, 
gymnasium auditoriums, 
battery operated cars, 
meditation enclaves and a 
lot more. As many as Rs 52 
crore have also been nomi-

nated for the infrastructural 
and other development of 
the Katra-Vaishno Devi un-
der the scheme of the Pil-
grimage Rejuvenation And 
Spiritual, Heritage Augmen-
tation Drive (PRASHAD).

The Centre in Mantalai 
and the Katra tourism, both 
are likely to boost the eco-
nomic prospects of the state 
and reignite the passion for a 
spiritual rise.

The Ministery of Ayush 
is also working on a se-
ries of projects to promote 
the world’s holistic oldest 
healthcare system in the 
Union Territory with the 
scheme-- one, medicinal 
plant conversation in the 
forests, and the develop-
ment of herbal gardens at 
home for promoting the use 
of herbs in daily life.

The region at a high alti-
tude also creates the right 
conditions for growing 
the world’s rarest kinds of 

herbs.
The Indian government is 

also building an Ayurvedic 
Medical College at Jammu’s 
Akhnoor with a budget of 
Rs 16.19 crore, a government 
Unani Medical College and 
Hospital at Ganderbal Kash-
mir worth Rs 32.50 crore, 
and 50-bedded integrated 
AYUSH hospitals in Kup-
wara, Kulgam, Kishtwar, 
Kathua, and Samba.

The Centre’s vision for the 
J-K is to establish a holistic 
wellness model and to pro-
vide informed choices on 
ancient traditional Indian 
medicine to the public. They 
also want the youth of J&K 
to recognize the value of 
their land. 

Visit J&k for india’s biggest international Yoga centre 

Heroic deed: delHi 
witnesses an uptick 
in organ donation

Coronavirus significantly 
affects all aspects of the 
medical industry, however, 
as per official information, 
active coordination and re-
covery of public hospitals 
have expanded organ dona-
tions and transplantation 
programmes in Delhi.

Recently, AIIMS Delhi 
started doing lung trans-
plants, and Army Hospital 
Research and Referral also 
restarted deceased dona-
tion and transplant pro-
grammes, whereas RML 
Hospital has started doing 
heart transplant surgeries.

To honour the heroes of 
society, the Organ Retriev-
al Banking Organisation 
(ORBO) and AIIMS con-
ducted a donor Felicitation 
programme at AIIMS in 
New Delhi on Tuesday, and 
a total of 18 families were 
honoured by the director of 
AIIMS.

Through the years 2021–
2022, ORBO cooperated 
with BSF to encourage or-
gan and tissue donations 
through awareness cam-
paigns and widespread 
pledge drives. A large num-
ber of officers and soldiers 
of the BSF pledged their or-
gans and tissues to ORBO. 
The donor cards were 
handed over to the Com-
mandant (Medical) of the 
BSF on Wednesday.

“Every year, we lose a sig-

nificant number of patients 
to end-stage organ failure 
due to the non-availability 
of organs and tissues. We 
must dispel myths and fears 
and develop a positive at-
titude towards organ and 
tissue donations in soci-
ety” Director of AIIMS Dr 
M Srinivas stated. He also 
thanked the donors and 
their families for the selfless 
act of saving so many lives 
during their difficult time.

Head of ORBO Prof. Arti 
Vij stated, “The process of 
organ retrieval to trans-
plantation is very extensive, 
as it takes efficient coordina-
tion and teamwork between 
donor’s family, transplant 
coordinators, physician, 
transplant teams, support 
staff, forensic department, 
blood bank, laboratory de-
partment and police for the 
entire sequence of events 
to be seamless. Apart from 
these stakeholders, there 
are many hands that work 
for this noble cause. Several 
volunteers, NGOs, media 
organisations and society 
contribute effectively at 
large. I express my heartfelt 
gratitude to the donors and 
donor’s family foremost 
and to all key players that 
promote this continuity of 
life. ORBO maintains an 
exhaustive website and e-
book in which the story of 
these divine souls and brave 
families are updated regu-
larly so that their legacy 
lives on.”
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‘tHank You’ among couples can go a long waY

‘Nobody gets to have an opinion on your 
body or state of mind’, says Shruti Haasan 

strong relations

bodY positiiVitY need of tHe Hour

Ever thought a small ‘thank 
you’ can be responsible for 
strengthening relation-
ships? Well, a new research 
claims so. According to the 
research, expressing thank-
fulness to one’s partner can 
strengthen relationships by 
increasing commitment and 
relationship satisfaction 
while protecting partners 
from the damaging impacts 
of pointless arguments and 
financial hardship.

The findings were pub-
lished in the Journal of Social 
and Personal Relationships. 
Individuals who feel appre-
ciated by their partners have 
better-functioning relation-
ships that are more resilient 
to internal and external 
stressors, both in the mo-
ment when the appreciation 
is expressed and over the long 
term, said researcher Allen 

W. Barton, a professor of hu-
man development and family 
studies at the University of Il-
linois Urbana-Champaign.

Over a 15-month period, 
Barton’s team examined the 
effects that expressed grati-
tude - conveying apprecia-
tion to one’s partner - and 
perceived gratitude - feeling 
valued and appreciated by 
one’s partner - had on the 
relationships of 316 African 
American couples.

“This study was really moti-
vated to understand gratitude 
in relationships and if it can 

protect couples from chal-
lenges and hardships, be it 
negative communication or 
broader factors like financial 
strain,” Barton said.

“Much of the prior research 
looked at the relational effects 
of expressing gratitude, but 
one could make the argu-
ment that feeling appreci-
ated by one’s partner is im-
portant, too. And we tested 
both to see whether one was 
more influential for couple 
relationships than the other,” 
Barton said.

The majority of those in 

the study were middle-aged 
and lived in small communi-
ties in rural Georgia. While 
most of the participants were 
employed, about 65 percent 
of the couples had joint in-
comes that were less than 150 
percent of the federal poverty 
level and could be classified 
as working poor, Barton said

“In the current study, we 
wanted to examine the ef-
fects of both perceived and 
expressed gratitude and 
whether perceived grati-
tude works similarly with a 
different demographic popu-
lation,” he said.

Over the 15-month period, 
the couples were surveyed 
three times about their ar-
guing and conflict resolu-
tion, their expressions of 
gratitude to their partner and 
their levels of perceived grati-
tude from their partner. The 
participants also reported on 
their current levels of finan-
cial strain.

In a world where pictures 
don’t get uploaded without 
a chain of filters, actor Shru-
ti Hassan chose Instagram 
to upload some pictures of 
herself that “didn’t make 
it to the final cut.” She up-
loaded pictures which were 
her “bad hair/with fever and 
sinus swollen day/period 
cramp day and the rest”. 
She captioned the pictures 
as: “hope you enjoy these, 
too #stayweird”. The post 
received many positive re-
actions and was a hit on the 
internet, but the social media 
platforms are crawling with 
trolls who responded to the 
pictures with criticism. Ad-
dressing such negative com-
ments, she recently shared 
a note on how she will 

keep posting about “mental 
health, menstrual health 
and my swollen sinus face”, 
until she feels comfortable 
talking about them. “I will 
keep posting about mental 
health, menstrual health, 
and my swollen sinus face till 
I normalise talking about it. 
Nobody gets to have an opin-
ion on your body or state of 
mind. Do what you want, 

how you want. It’s your life. 
That has to be the normal 
positive vibe. Not the magni-
fied hate-spewing comment 
section that people accept as 
a normal part of society and 
life. No. Not here,” she wrote 
on Instagram Stories. Previ-
ously, she has spoken about 
her struggle with polycystic 
ovary syndrome (PCOS) and 
endometriosis, sharing that 

she has been “facing some 
of the worst hormonal is-
sues.” “Workout with me. 
I’ve been facing some of the 
worst hormonal issues with 
my PCOS and endometriosis 
— women know it’s a tough 
fight with the imbalance and 
bloating and metabolic chal-
lenges. But instead of looking 
at it as a fight, I choose to ac-
cept it as a natural movement 
that my body goes through 
to do its best. I say Thank 
you by eating right, sleeping 
well, and enjoying my work-
out — my body isn’t perfect 
right now but my heart is. 
Keep fit, keep happy and let 
those happy hormones flow! 
I know I sound a tad preachy 
but it’s been such a journey 
to accept these challenges 
and not let them define me,” 
she captioned the Instagram 
post.
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5 waYs to mend a broken Heart
A breakup is something that no one wants but 
must endure! This phase of life can be quite hard-
hitting and can leave you with a broken spirit. 
Sometimes it can be heartbreaking, and people 
don’t know what to do after. Thinking about the 
person won’t help, but how do you actually move 
on? well, here are some ways that can help:

taKe a bReaK fRom social 
meDia
Some people choose social media as an 
escape from overwhelming emotions, 
but in reality, it can trigger the pain by 

bombarding them with memories from the past. 
Seeing other people post about their love lives 
also causes disappointment. Checking your ex’s 
status again and again won’t help. So it’s better 
to take a break from social media and detox your 
mind.

avoiD bottliNg up emotioNs
After a breakup, many people isolate 
themselves. They cut off their friends 
and rarely talk to anyone. This can make 
you feel even more miserable. The best 

way is to talk your heart out. Taking your emotions 
out will ease the pain. People who care about you 
will listen to you, regardless of how busy they are. 
It’s an emotional cleanse for your heart.

fiND a fRieND iN the peN
After a breakup, sometimes there is not 
even closure, leaving a person wonder-
ing what went wrong. The best person to 
talk to in this situation is YOU!You know 

everything about yourself, and that’s the best 
thing. write your heart out on a piece of paper, 
start journaling, and write about your days. This 
will make you feel lighter.

exploRe youRself
As you are entering a new chapter in 
your life, you should try to switch up 
your routine. Start doing things you’ve 
always wanted to. Focus on your fitness, 

go for morning walks, go to a new restaurant, 
take a trip, meet your school friends, learn to play 
an instrument, and read a lot of books. The sky is 
the limit. Be a brand new version of yourself.
 

accept, Not expect
Acceptance is the key when it comes to 
moving on. expecting a call or a reunion 
with your ex won›t change anything. Ac-
cept what has happened and move on. 

Allow God to handle the things you can no longer 
control. Gradually, you will start feeling better, 
and things will change for the better.

— ApoorvA cHouDHAry
photo posted by Shruti Haasan Shruti Haasan, Actress

India'a biggest International yoga centre in J&k. 

#RavishKumaRResigNs



high-stakes battle

The BJP has organised multiple Pasmanda sammelans to break into the stronghold of rival parties, 
the Muslims. 

Source: The Hindu

2022 UP CiviC PollS SeT 
STage for 2024 lok SabHa 
eleCTionS

elections to the urban local bodies of 
Uttar Pradesh are less than a month 
away. all major political parties in 

the fray ranging from the bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (bJP), indian national Congress 
(inC), and bahujan Samaj Party (bSP) 
to regional parties like Samajwadi Party 
(SP) and Suheldev bhartiya Samaj Party 
(SbSP), are gearing up to contest elections 
to the municipalities and nagar Panchay-
ats. The elections come on the back of the 
Yogi adityanath-led bJP government’s 
second consecutive victory in the state in 
March 2022 and less than two years before 
the 2024 lok Sabha elections. With the 
state holding the lion’s share of the seats in 
the lok Sabha, elections to the local bodies 

will cast a shadow on the 2024 elections as 
well. 

for the bJP, the contest to the lok Sabha 
is an attempt to clinch a third consecutive 
victory, whereas for the inC it is more of an 
existential fight to the finish. for the aam 
aadmi Party (aaP), it presents an oppor-
tunity to display the party’s strength on the 
national stage, whereas for the SP, both the 
municipal and lok Sabha elections will be 
about reinforcing its position as the prime 
opposition while aiming to defeat the bJP. 
lastly, for the bSP, it’s more about regain-
ing its lost charm in the state that once gave 
its leader an astounding victory in 2007. 
This makes the municipal elections in the 
state an important precursor to the 2024 
elections. 

We take a look at what the main parties 
are doing to prepare for the upcoming ur-
ban local body elections and why are the 
elections so crucial for them. 

saffron outreach to Pasmanda 
muslims and intellectuals

bJP’s urban focus
Under chief minister Yogi adityanath’s leadership, the bJP has won four 
consecutive elections in the state - the 2014 lok Sabha elections, the 2017 
assembly elections, the 2019 lok Sabha elections, and the 2022 assem-
bly elections. With the lok Sabha elections less than two years away, the 
impending civic body elections will set the stage for the party’s campaign 
strategy in the state and shed light on Yogi adityanath’s following in the 
urban areas. 

in the 2017 civic body elections, the party won 14 of the 16 Municipal May-
or seats, and nearly 50 per cent of the Municipal Council seats, marking a 
significant jump from the 2012 elections for both. for the upcoming elec-
tions next month, the party’s preparations have begun as it appointed con-
veners for the polls and election in-charges for each of the 17 nagar nigams. 
it has divided the state’s urban areas into three regions for organisational 
purposes - Western UP, awadh, and gorakhpur. 

The bJP’s focus clearly appears to be on the next lok Sabha elections, and UP is an important 
bastion it wants to hold on to. Through the municipal elections, the bJP leadership aims to 
reach out to Pasmanda Muslims and win them over for the 2024 lok Sabha elections. The 
party leaders are consistently raising and addressing issues of Pasmanda Muslims. While 
the Muslim vote has largely eluded the saffron party, apart from Shia support from some 
pockets and evident from the 2022 assembly elections when Muslims supported the SP  in 
large numbers, attempts to appease a section of the community appear to be aimed at chipping 
away the SP’s consolidated Muslim vote base in urban areas. 

leading the party’s UP campaign is CM adityanath who has so far addressed Prabuddha 
Jan Sammelans, or intellectual meets, in seven municipal corporations of the state. The party 
plans to cover the remaining ten municipal corporations before the announcement of dates 
for the civic polls. The party is using these sammelans to announce big-scale projects focused 
on urban infrastructure. While addressing the 27th november sammelan in ayodhya, the 
CM launched 46 development projects worth rs 1,057 crore similar to announcements made 
during previous sammelans. The sammelans are also being used to emphasise the improve-
ment of urban infrastructure under the bJP’s two terms. 

The party is looking at the elections as a semi-final before the battle for the lok Sabha 2024 
and is pulling all the stops especially with its target of overcoming the challenge it faced from 
the SP-led alliance in 2022. 

Damini mehta
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The BJP won the mayoral elections in 14 of 16 municipal corporations in 2017. It conducted a turbo-charged campaign after its 
massive sweep of the UP Assembly polls in March 2017.

Source: The Print

Contributing reports by Shubhangi Jain, Kajol Sharma, and 
Aditi Agrawal, Researchers at Polstrat

The municipal elections in Uttar Pradesh will witness con-
tests for 763 urban local bodies in the state – 17 municipal 
corporations, 200 Nagar Palika Parishads, and 546 nagar 
panchayats. The polls will have upwards of 4.27 crore 
voters, exercising their franchise through nearly 43,000 
polling booths to elect Municipal Council members, Nagar 
Panchayat members, and Municipal Councillors. 

The elections are turning into a semi-final battleground 
for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections with the incumbent 
BJP fighting to retain hold of the country and the state. 
All the mainstream political parties have pulled out the 
big guns with election campaigns and strategies to select 
candidates on the basis of winnability assessment. While 
municipal elections in one state are only a small fraction 
of the electorate when it comes to national elections, Uttar 
Pradesh’s scale in population and share in Lok Sabha and 

Rajya Sabha make it the perfect stage for face-off between 
the main parties. 

Trial run before 2024 lok Sabha pollSSp: old allianceS and new challengeS
In 2012, Samajwadi Party contested 
only from Municipal Councillor seats 
but failed to win a single seat. The par-
ty, however, made a significant jump in 
2017 when it increased its tally from to 
202 municipal councillor seats, emerg-
ing as the second largest party. It made 
a similar jump in Nagar Panchayat 
president and member posts winning 
83 and 453 respectively in 2017. At the 
state level, the party more than dou-
bled its tally from 47 seats in the 2017 
assembly elections to 111 in the 2022 
elections, making a huge comeback 
through the several alliances it staged 
in different parts of the state. 

Party leadership has begun the pro-
cess of selecting candidates to contest 
on the SP’s cycle symbol based on their 
ability to win. The party is working to 
stitch alliances with smaller parties, 
similar to its 2022 Assembly election 
strategy. It will be contesting the civic 
polls in alliance with Rashtriya Lok 
Dal (RLD) led by Jayant Chaudhury, 
a tried and tested partner on the poll 
ground. Both parties have decided to 
field the candidates in correspondence 
by setting up a committee to coordi-
nate candidate selection and avoid any 
clashes on the ballot and the ground. 

By entering into alliances with re-

gional and local parties in different 
parts of the state, the party effectively 
dented the BJP’s bastion and chipped 
away at a significant vote share in 
2022. However, it might face some 
challenges as the BJP focuses on Pas-
manda Muslims and has launched a 
fresh strategy to field Muslim candi-
dates for the post of President in more 
than 60 Nagar Palika Parishad and 
Nagar Panchayats. SP’s accusation 
of the BJP ignoring the Muslim com-
munity might not work in the 2022 
Municipal polls in light of the latter’s 
renewed focus on the minority com-
munity. 

bSp’S comeback chance?
The BSP, led by party supremo May-
awati, has been on a consistent decline 
in UP since 2007 when it last managed 
to form a government on its own in the 
state. The party fell from prominence 
between 2012 and 2017, dropping from 
80 to 19 seats in the assembly elections, 
and not winning a single seat in 2014 
Lok Sabha elections. It gained some 
ground in the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tion, winning ten of the 80 seats but 
again fell out of public favour as its 
tally fell further down to just one seat 
in the 2022 Assembly elections. The 

party, known to represent the Sched-
uled Castes (SCs) in the state, has been 
attempting to recover its position in the 
state’s politics since then. 

Its fate has been somewhat similar in 
Municipal elections too. While it did not 
contest the urban local body elections in 
2012, in 2017, it managed to gain some 
ground across the six municipal posi-
tions in the state but ranked no higher 
than third and fourth overall. 

This time, the party aims to restore 
its presence on the ground and has 
entrusted district committees with the 

task of screening candidates who will 
forward three names for each post of 
corporator in Nagar Nigams, Nagar 
Palika Parishads, and Nagar Panchay-
ats to the sector in charge for final selec-
tion. Candidate feasibility is being given 
utmost importance and those wanting 
to contest have to submit a biodata to 
the district committee. The party has 
kept the decision of fielding candidates 
for crucial mayoral and chairperson 
posts to the BSP’s central committee to 
ensure candidates of the highest quality 
are chosen. 

inc: fighT To The finiSh

aap: facelifT for 2024
The AAP, which emerged as the biggest 
gainer in the assembly elections in ear-
ly 2022 by winning Punjab and gaining 
some ground in other states, has been 
attempting to spread its wings far and 
beyond to emerge as a key player in the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections. In UP, the 
party contested and lost deposits on all 
seats in the 2022 Assembly elections 

but is back in fray preparing to fight 
the civic polls in December. It launched 
its strategy by selecting mohalla in-
charges in the state and launching a 
mobile application to record problems 
and develop locality specific election 
manifesto. 

In a direct attack on the BJP and 
playing on its own strengthens of 

revolutionising education wherever 
it goes, the Arvind Kejriwal-led party 
launched a week-long campaign in 
September 2022 to ‘expose’ alleged 
problems in UP government schools 
with the party releasing photos and 
videos showing the “decrepit state” 
of UP government schools during the 
campaign.

In 2022, when Priyanka Gandhi Vadra was entrusted with 
leading the INC’s campaign in the state Assembly elections, 
Gandhi’s focus on women voters was expected to give the 
party an edge in an otherwise losing battle. The results, 
however, sealed the party’s fate in state politics as it managed 
to win two seats in the assembly. In the municipal elections, 
while the party did not win any seats in 2012 and 2017 on 
Municipal Mayor posts, it managed to gather 100 Municipal 
Councillor seats in 2012 and 110 in 2017. The party dropped 
its seat tally slightly between 2012 and 2017 elections for 
both Nagar Panchayat President and Member posts (by four 
and 12, respectively) and Municipal Council President and 
Member posts (drop of six and 21, respectively). 

In a major shift in the organisational frame of the party 
after the 2022 debacle, Brijlal Khabri was appointed Uttar 
Pradesh Congress President in October, 2022 even as the 

recent party appointments point towards the party’s at-
tempt to balance caste equations. While Khabri belongs to 
the Dalit community other new appointments include two 
Brahmins, a Muslim, a Bhumihar, and two others from 
backward castes as regional heads. The appointment of six 
regional heads in the state Congress Committee was in itself 
a new formula for the party. The party lost its crucial Mus-
lim vote bank to the SP and BSP over the years even as the 
BJP took over the OBC, upper class and urban vote bank. 
Recent changes in party positions are aimed at sending a 
message to the public that the party is keeping all commu-
nities in its mind for both the impending municipal elec-
tions and for 2024. However, the elections are turning into 
a multi-cornered contest largely between the BJP, the SP-led 
alliance and the BSP, with INC clearly lagging in emerging 
as any force at all in the state.
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THIRD ODI

‘Mitchell did fantastic job 
bowling with the wind’

After his side’s third ODI 
against India was called off 
due to rain, New Zealand 
skipper Kane Williamson 
appreciated the bowling 
efforts of Daryl Mitchell.

The third and final ODI 
of the three-match series 
between India and New 
Zealand was called off due 
to rain, with the hosts hav-
ing scored 104/1 in 18 overs 
at the time rain intervened 
and put out any possibility 
of further action. “It has 
been going on reasonably 
well. The first game be-
came series-defining. Lit-
tle bit odd to have so much 

rain. [On using Mitchell] 
The seamers were get-
ting something from the 
wicket. He did a fantastic 
job bowling with the wind. 
The focus shifts to the Test 
arena [for the Pakistan se-
ries]. There is freshness to 
that, new faces,” said Wil-
liamson in a post-match 
presentation.

Put to bat first by New 
Zealand, India were bun-
dled out for only 219 in 47.3 
overs. Washington Sundar 
(51) and Shreyas Iyer (49) 
played some solid knocks 
that took India to this mod-
est total. 

Daryl Mitchell (3/25) and 
Adam Milne (3/57) were 
the pick of the bowlers for 

the Kiwis. Tim Southee got 
two wickets while Lockie 
Ferguson and Mitchell 
Santner picked one each.

Chasing 220, New Zea-
land were on the path of 
chasing the total comfort-
ably. Finn Allen (57) was 
the only batter that they 
lost to Umran Malik (1/31).

When the rain stopped 
the play, the Kiwis were 
at 104/1 in 18 overs, with 
Devon Conway (38*) and 
skipper Kane Williamson 
(0*). Batter Tom Latham 
won the ‘Man of the Series’ 
for his 145-run knock in the 
first ODI, which was the 
sole match that could pro-
duce a result. New Zealand 
won the ODI series 1-0. 

Daryl Mitchell

Ibrahim Zadran 
Team Bangladesh

RAWALPINDI TEST

ENGLAND SMASHES RECORD, POSTS 
ALL-TIME HIGHEST SCORE ON DAY 1

England posted an all-
time highest score 
of 506-4 in just 75 

overs on the opening day 
of the first Test against 
Pakistan in Rawalpindi on 
Thursday.

Openers Zak Crawly (122) 
and Ben Duckett (107) set 
the tone with swashbuck-
ling tons before Ollie Pop 
(108) and Harry Brook 
(101*) rubbed more salt to 
Pakistan wounds. Eng-
land surpassed the previ-
ous highest score in a single 
day of a Test match of 494/6 
made by Australia against 
South Africa in 1910.

The Englishmen scored at 
a stunning run rate of 6.75 
through the opening day of 
the first Test.

Earlier in the day, Eng-
land skipper Ben Stokes 
won the toss and elected to 
bat first.

The openers justified the 
skipper’s call at the toss, 
taking the Pakistan attack 
to the cleaners. The open-
ers put up a stand of 233 in 
just 35.4 overs. They scored 
at a staggering strike rate of 
6.58 runs per over.

It was the highest run rate 
in an opening partnership 
of over 200 runs in Test 
cricket.

Crawley made an early 
statement of intent, hitting 
three boundaries in the 
opening over of the game 
from Pakistani speedster 
Naseem Shah. He reached 
his half-century in just 38 
balls.

T h e  l a n k y  o p e n e r 
smashed 21 boundaries on 
the way to a third career 
Test ton of just 111 balls.

Handed a debut Test cap 

earlier in the day, Pakistan 
slow left-armer Saud Sha-
keel had a forgettable out-
ing with the ball, as he was 
spanked for six fours in an 
over by middle-order bat-
ter Harry Brook. It was the 
fifth time that a batsman 
had hit hit six fours in an 
over of a Test match.

England’s fast and furious 
unfinished innings on the 
opening day at Pindi was 

studded with 73 boundar-
ies and three maximums.

There was no respite for 
Pakistan bowlers as all 
toiled away with little re-
wards to show for their ef-
forts in the wickets column. 
All of them conceded in ex-
cess of six runs an over.

Pakistan’s main strike 
bowler, Naseem Shah, bled 
96 runs in 15 overs. The 
only successful bowler for 

the hosts was debutant leg 
spinner Zahid Mahmood, 
with figures of 2-160.

With England on course 
for a mammoth first-
innings total, Pakistan 
will have to come up with 
something special to save 
the game from here.

At the close of the day’s 
play, England had their 
skipper Stokes unbeaten 
on 34. 

TDG NETWORK
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VIJAY HAZARE TROPHY

Another fantastic century 
from Ruturaj Gaikwad 
and a four-fer from all-
rounder Rajvardhan Han-
gargekar helped Maha-
rashtra seal their first-ever 
final berth in the ongoing 
Vijay Hazare Trophy af-
ter defeating Assam by 12 
runs in Ahmedabad.

Maharashtra will be 
meeting Saurashtra in the 
final. The latter previously 
won the title in 2007-08 
season. Assam was given 
the task of chasing a mas-
sive 351 in the high-pres-
sure match. Swarupam 
Purkayastha (95), Sibsan-

kar Roy (78) and Rishav 
Das (53) contributed some 
solid half-centuries, but 
the other batters fell just 
short of providing them 
with the support they 
needed.

Consequently, Assam 
finished at 338/8 in 50 
overs, losing the semifinal 
by 12 runs. Hangargekar 
(4/65) was the pick of the 
bowlers for Maharashtra. 
Manoj Ingale took two 
scalps while Satyajeet 
Bachhav and Shamshu-
zama Kazi took a wicket 
each.

Put to bat first by Assam, 
Maharashtra posted 350/7 
in their 50 overs. Skipper 
Ruturaj Gaikwad contin-

ued his amazing run in the 
tournament and domestic 

cricket knockouts, scor-
ing 168 in 126 balls with 18 

fours and six sixes. Ankit 
Bawne also scored a re-
markable century, scoring 
110 off just 89 balls.

Mukhtar Hussain (3/42) 
was the pick of the bowlers 
for Assam. Rajjakuddin 
Ahmed, Riyan Parag and 
Avinov Choudhury took a 
wicket each.

In the other semifinal 
match, a fiery spell by 
veteran Jaydev Unadkat 
(4/26) and a fifty from Jay 
Gohil (61) helped Saura-
shtra clinch a five-wicket 
win over four-time cham-
pions Karnataka, giving 
them their first chance at 
the trophy since 2017-18, 
when they had finished 
runners-up.

BIT OF BREATHER

IMPRESSIVE CAREER

Tamim Iqbal was sur-
prised that Bangladesh 
had qualified for the 2023 
ODI World Cup before the 
start of the three-match 
home series against India 
on Sunday.

After the ODI series be-
tween Sri Lanka and Af-
ghanistan finished in a tie 
at Pallekele, Bangladesh 
was one of seven teams to 
earn straight qualification 
for the World Cup. “I was 
taken by surprise when 
I saw that we had com-
pleted the qualification. I 
thought we would need 
to win one out of the last 
six games, but because of 
the other teams’ results, it 
came early. It gives a bit of 
breather, but it is not the 
ultimate goal. We have 
to finish in the top four if 
possible,” Tamim told ES-
PNcricinfo.

Under Tamim’s captain-
cy, Bangladesh has won 
five of their previous six 
ODI series, with their first 
series triumph in South 
Africa in March of this 
year being the highlight. 
Tamim now has the high-
est winning percentage of 
any Bangladeshi skipper 

in ODIs (59.25).
“I think the way we qual-

ified is a great achieve-
ment. I felt that when this 
qualification thing came 
up, we took it up very se-
riously. We knew we had 
some away series too. We 
didn’t want to wait till the 
very end to qualify. Going 

into the 2023 World Cup, 
we definitely want to do 
really well. If we qualify as 
one of the top three or four 
teams, it makes sense talk-
ing about wanting to play 
in the semi-finals or fi-
nals. If you go in as say the 
No. 4 team, it means you 
have done well over 20-23 

games. For a team like us, 
it would give us some con-
fidence,” Tamim said.

Tamim, who announced 
his retirement from Twen-
ty20 cricket earlier this 
year, has regrouped with 
coach Russell Domingo 
and the rest of the team 
ahead of the ODI and Test 
series. Domingo claimed 
that despite “some rough 
times” in the past, he and 
Tamim were now on the 
same page.

“We have a good under-
standing. We have had 
some rocky times. Our 
relationship is good at 
the moment. We under-
stand each other’s roles. 
We understand what we 
want from our team. The 
next couple of months are 
important for the 50-over 
side. We really want to 
qualify for the semi-finals 
[of the World Cup]. We 
have a team capable of do-
ing that,” Domingo said.

IT’S NOT THE ULTIMATE GOAL: TAMIM IQBAL ON 
BANGLADESH’S WORLD CUP QUALIFICATION

EPIC KNOCK

Zadran registers highest score 
in ODIs for Afghanistan

Afghanistan opener Ibra-
him Zadran scored 162 in the 
third and final ODI against 
Sri Lanka in Pallekele, break-
ing the record for the high-
est score by a player from his 
country in this format.

Zadran’s epic knock came 
off in just 138 deliveries, deco-
rated with 15 fours and four 
sixes. The opener completed 
his hundred in the 39th over, 
getting to it off 100 balls be-
fore smashing 58 runs off the 
next 38. He broke the record 
for the highest individual 
score by an Afghanistan play-
er in ODIs, beating Moham-
mad Shahzad’s unbeaten 131 
against Zimbabwe in 2015.

Zadran already has three 
centuries in just eight ODI 
innings and is Afghanistan’s 
joint-third-highest century-
maker in this format.

In 8 ODIs, Zadran has 
amassed 433 runs, batting at 
61.85 on average, and turning 

each of his fifty-plus innings 
into hundreds. His last three 
ODI hundreds have come in 
his last five.

With victory in the first 
ODI of this series, Afghani-
stan had already secured 
their spot in the ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup 2023 in 
India.

Afghanistan had 313 on 

the board, which was their 
third-highest total in ODIs, 
and it appeared like they 
were going to win a rare 
away series. But Sri Lanka 
managed to narrow the gap 
and tie the series thanks to 
a spectacular performance 
from Charith Asalanka and 
a late cameo from teenager 
Dunith Wellalage.

Jehan Daruvala joins Mahindra 
Racing Formula E Team

Ma h i n d r a  R ac i n g  o n 
Wednesday announced 
the signing of single-seater 
ace Jehan Daruvala as the 
team’s Reserve Driver for 
Season 9 of the ABB FIA 
Formula E World Champi-
onship. 

The 24-year-old racer is 
the first and only Indian F2 
race winner and recently 
completed three F1 tests 
with McLaren. In his role 
at Mahindra Racing, Jehan 
will spend time at the team’s 
Banbury HQ, working on 
the simulator alongside 
engineers, providing car 
development and race sup-
port for drivers Lucas Di 

Grassi and Oliver Rowland. 
There are plans for him to 
attend some races, includ-
ing the team’s inaugural 
home ePrix in Hyderabad, 
India scheduled for Febru-
ary 2023.

Jehan, a four-time Formu-
la 2 race winner and multi-

ple-time podium sitter, has 
enjoyed an impressive sin-
gle-seater career. He made 
a swift rise up the junior 
formula ladder to step up to 
the FIA Formula 3 Cham-
pionship in 2019, where he 
achieved two wins and fin-
ished third in the champi-
onship in his rookie year. 

He was then promoted to 
FIA Formula 2, where he 
has been making an impact 
on track for the past three 
seasons. In 2021, he came 
third in the F3 Asian Cham-
pionship, racing for Indian 
outfit Mumbai Falcons. 

He achieved three race 
wins and a further five po-
diums, as well as three pole 
positions and the fastest 
laps.

MAHARASHTRA STORMS INTO FIRST-EVER FINAL, 
TO LOCK HORNS WITH SAURASHTRA
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Ruturaj Gaikwad

Jehan Daruvala 

TEAM OPPOSITION GROUND YEAR RUNS

England Pakistan Rawalpindi 2022 506

Australia South Africa Sydney 1910 494

Australia South Africa Adelaide 2012 482

England Australia The Oval 1934 475

England India The Oval 1936 471

MOST RUNS 
ON DAY ONE 

IN MEN’S 
TEST
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HISTORIC MOMENT

Morocco defeat Canada 
2-1, qualify for knockout 
stage after 36 years

Morocco became the second 
African country to make it 
to the knockout stage of the 
2022 FIFA World Cup after 
their 2-1 win over Canada 
in the Group F encounter 
on Thursday evening at Al 
Thumama Stadium.

The North Africans, who 
were backed by vociferous 
supporters, took an early 
lead to keep themselves on 
course for a place in the last 
16 and join the other quali-
fied team from Africa Sen-
egal in the knockout phase 
of the tournament after 
emerging as winners in their 
group.

For Morocco, this is only 
the second time they are 
making it to the knockout 
stage since 1986 in Mexico 
when they defeated Portu-
gal 3-1 on their way to the 
knockout stage.

The Atlas Lions started 
their Qatar campaign with 
a 0-0 draw against the 2018 
finalists Croatia and added 
another feather in the cap 
by defeating World No.2 
Belgium 2-0 a few days ago. 
With Thursday’s win, their 
second in the group, they 
finished with seven points 
and topped the group and 
will take on the runners-up 
in Group E, which contains 
Costa Rica, Germany, Japan 
and Spain, in the last 16.

The winners and runner-
up from Group E will be 
spotted in Thursday’s late 
matches.

Croatia finished second 
in the group with one win 
and two draws, collecting 
five points. But the disap-

pointment of the tourna-
ment were Belgium as they 
ended up only having four 
points from three matches, 
winning one, losing one 
and drawing one game and 
crashing out of the tourna-
ment.

On Thursday, a huge blun-
der from goalkeeper Milan 
Borjan cost Canada an early 
goal. Man of the Match in 
the Belgium game, Hakim 
Ziyech was once again on 
the spot to find the net.

The Chelsea winger, who 
provided the spark for a 
number of his team’s ad-
vances throughout the tour-
nament, gave the Morrocans 
the early lead.

After receiving the ball 
just outside of the box in 
Canada’s half, defender 
Steven Vitoria sent in a 
rather casual pass to the 
goalkeeper. However, the 
defender failed to see the 
advancing attacker behind 
and Borjan was forced to 
dispatch the ball quickly. 
Undoubtedly panicked, 
the goalkeeper cleared the 
ball straight to Ziyech, who 
spotted the open goal and 
sent in a lovely chip which 
created enough distance to 
beat the keeper as he rushed 
back to the net. A goal in the 
very fourth minute, a horrid 
start for Canada from which 
they tried to fight back with 
The Reds looking to be in 
damage-control mode as 
Morocco smelt blood after 
taking the lead. The Atlas 
Lions continued their high 
press and did well to keep to 
their lines and break down 
any attacks, while also hav-
ing the flexibility to spring 
the occasional counter when 

play allowed.
There was a thunderous 

roar that echoed across Al 
Thumama Stadium as Mo-
rocco consolidated the lead 
with En-Nesyri adding his 
name to the scorer’s list in 
the 23rd minute.

After receiving a long ball 
on the right side from near 
the halfway line, En-Nesyri, 
who was hounded by two 
defenders, was able to make 
a beeline for the net, his 
powerful shot at the near 
post beat the left hand of 
Borjan as Morocco double 
their advantage.

With their objective rather 
clear, Canada continued to 
hunt for opportunities to ad-
vance up the pitch.

After the two blows, Can-
ada were keener on instigat-
ing more attacks, but their 
long-ball tactics did not yield 
success.

Morocco on the other hand 
seem to have worked out 
their defensive scheme as 
they continue to spot gaps 
between the lines to try and 
applied pressure.

Canada got a new lease of 
life with an own goal with 
five minutes to go for the 
first-half whistle. After pick-
ing up the ball on the far left, 
Sam Adekugbe fired in a 
cross into the box. The ball, 
however, grazed the out-
stretched right leg of Nayef 
Aguerd, with the resulting 
deflection beating Yassine 
Bounou at the near post to 
find the net, 2-1.

In the second half, Can-
ada kept their attacking 
and stepped up the pres-
sure with the Moroccan 
defense suffering some  
anxious moments.

DOWN UNDER WONDERS

Australia march into round
of 16, outclass Denmark 1-0

A second-half strike by 
Mathew Leckie sent Aus-
tralia into the round of 16 of 
the FIFA World Cup for the 
first time since 2006, help-
ing his side clinch a 1-0 win 
over Denmark at the Al Ja-
noub Stadium in Qatar on 
Wednesday.

Australia have finished 
at the second position in 
points table with six points, 
two wins and a loss to their 
name. Denmark bow out of 
the tournament with only 
one point next to their name 
and one draw and two losses. 
Australia started off with at-
tacking intentions, but a shot 

by Riley McGree was blocked 
by the opposition in the third 
minute of the match.

Aziz Behich tried to do 
something with a cross, but 
his attempt proved to be 
wasteful. Denmark also tried 
to attack, with Jesper Lind-
strom attempting to score but 
his attempt proved to be futile 
in the 12th minute.

In the coming minutes of the 
match, Denmark was clearly 
at the top. Christian Eriksen 
floated a free kick in the 19th 
minute which headed to the 
side-netting. With each pass-
ing second, Denmark looked 
more threatening, with Ryan 
being made to make another 
save. McGee unleashed an-
other shot on goal, but Sch-

meichel made the save and 
Denmark got a free kick. In 
the 30th minute, Lindstorm 
went on a galloping run but 
his shoot was way too wide. 
In the dying minutes of the 
first half, Skov Olsen was giv-
en a red card and Denmark 
was clearly looking frustrated 
due to not being able to score.

Both teams continued to 
run around in pursuit of the 
opening goal. At the end of 
the first half, the scoreline 
was goalless.

In the 58th minute, Aus-
tralia got a free-kick after 
Lindstorm was fouled. Milos 
Degenek took the free kick, 
which swung across the face 
of the goal, but did not trouble 
the goalkeeper at all. 

A goal each from Mac 
Allister and Julian 
Alvarez sent Argen-

tina at the top of the Group 
C table and into the round 
of 16 as they outperformed 
Poland in every department 
to win by 2-0 in their final 
group stage match at Stadi-
um 974 in Doha on Wednes-
day.

With this, Argentina end 
their group-stage campaign 
with six points and two wins 
and a loss. Poland qualifies 
for the round of 16 as well 
despite being equal with 
Mexico in terms of points (4 
points) due to their superior 
goal difference. Starting off 
the match in an all-blue jer-
sey, Argentina earned their 
first corner of the match. 
But it was guarded well by 
the Polish defence.

Robert Lewandowski gets 
in a decent cross from the 
right and Krystian Bielik’s 
shot from the edge of the 
box got blocked. Even Messi 
made a couple of attempts 
at the goal in the opening 
10 minutes but goalkeeper 
Wojciech Szczesny made 
saves both times.

Argentina was extremely 
aggressive in their pursuit of 
opening goal and kept mak-
ing chances for themselves 
in the first 20 minutes. They 
also enjoyed a great deal 
of ball possession. Poland 

were trying their level best 
to attack but every attempt 
of theirs was thwarted by 
Argentinians.

Marcos Acuna and Messi 
were the stars for Argentina 
in the first 30 minutes of the 
match with their aggressive 
gameplay. In the 32nd min-
ute, Angel Di Maria tried 

to hit Poland with a curling 
corner but the goalkeeper 
managed to avert the danger 
with one hand.

In the 35th minute, Messi 
responded to Julian Alva-
rez’s cross well but his head-
er missed the goal. Argentina 
was awarded a penalty after 
a VAR review caught mini-

mal contact between him 
and another player.

Messi could not convert 
the penalty into a goal and 
the goalkeeper made his sec-
ond save of the tournament, 
a brilliant one-handed save 
this time around.

Three minutes were added 
to the first half. The first half 

was goalless but featured 
heavily aggressive gameplay 
from Argentina, some bril-
liant defending from Poland.

Barely a minute into the 
second half, Brighton Mac 
Allister scored his first in-
ternational goal and it was 
indeed the best time to bring 
it. This goal gave Argentina 
1-0 lead in a match highly 
crucial for their round of 16 
chances.

Molina sent Mac Allister a 
cross and all the goalkeeper 
could do was stretch out his 
hand while the ball went 
past him.

In the next 15 minutes, 
Argentina made some more 
chances for themselves. 
Messi almost got his side 
their second but the Polish 
defence resisted his attack 
well and he failed to shoot. 
In the 60th minute, Mac Al-
lister was denied his second 
goal and Szczesny blocked 
the ball easily.

In the 67th minute, Alvarez 
doubled Argentina’s lead, 
scoring his first-ever goal 
in a World Cup. Fernandez 
slotted the ball into Alvarez’s 
feet and the striker powered 
the ball into the back of the 
net, putting on an exhibition 
of his strong finishing skills.

Poland struggled to get 
the ball to their feet, let 
alone attack. Argentin-
ians kept passing the ball 
among themselves and 
tried making some chances  
for themselves.  

ALBICELESTES’ SHINING 

ARGENTINA STORM INTO ROUND OF 
16 AFTER 2-0 WIN OVER POLAND

AHEAD OF KNOCKOUTS

Ronaldo ‘50-50’ to play against 
South Korea,says coach Santos
With Portugal  already 
through to the knockouts at 
the ongoing FIFA World Cup 
in Qatar, their captain and 
superstar Cristiano Ronaldo 
may not play against South 
Korea in the final group match 
on Friday, Portugal’s coach 
Fernando Santos said on the 
eve of the match.

“Ronaldo will train and if 
he’s good to go, he will play,” 
Santos said at a pre-match 
press conference at the Main 
Media Centre in Al Rayyan, 
west of Doha, on Thursday. “I 
think it’s 50-50. We’ll decide 
after watching him in our 
training session.”

Ronaldo has been Public 

Enemy No. 1 among South Ko-
rean football fans since sitting 
out an exhibition match for 
Juventus in Seoul before some 
65,000 fans, reports Yonhap.

Santos said any question 
about that incident should 
be directed at Ronaldo and 
Juventus, and added, “I think 
Ronaldo has great respect 
for South Korean people and 
players.”

Portugal beat Ghana 3-2 and 
then Uruguay 2-0 in Group 
H to secure their spot in the 
knockout stage. South Korea, 
on the other hand, had a goal-
less draw with Uruguay be-
fore losing to Ghana 3-2. South 
Korea must beat Portugal on 
Friday at Education City Sta-
dium, also in Al Rayyan, and 
then hope Uruguay beat Gha-

na or the two countries end in 
a draw the same evening.

Santos said Portugal will “do 
our best” to win the group, 
but also hinted he may make 
some lineup changes com-
pared to the two previous 

matches. “Some of our play-
ers are dealing with fatigue, 
and it could lead to injuries,” 
Santos said. “We have to be 
careful. I’ll think long and 
hard about what our starting  
lineup will be.”

Santos said South Korea, de-
spite getting just one point out 
of their first two matches, have 
played very well and they are 
not to be taken lightly.

“They are fast on offense 
and very well organized on 
defense,” Santos noted. “I 
think they are a well-trained 
and well-prepared team. And 
we have to keep evolving, too. 
I have a tremendous amount 
of confidence in our players.”

If Portugal win Group H, 
they will likely avoid facing 
Brazil in the round of 16. San-
tos said he wasn’t yet worried 
about the knockout matchup 
at this point and he was only 
concentrating on getting his 
players physically ready for 
upcoming matches despite a 
quick turnaround. 

Mac Allister and Julian Alvarez scored both the goals for Lionel Messi-led Argentina.

The North Africans took an early lead to keep themselves on course for a place in the last 16.
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This is Cristiano Ronaldo’s last World Cup appearance.

 VIDEO GOES VIRAL

NORA FATEHI WAVES TRICOLOUR AT FIFA FAN EVENT

Bollywood actor and dancer 
Nora Fatehi on Tuesday set 
the stage on fire as she per-
formed at the FIFA fan fes-
tival in Doha.

Nora grooved on several 
hit Bollywood tracks on the 
stage such as ‘Saki Saki’ and 
‘Manike’ which were loved 
by all the fans and during 
her performance, the ‘Street 
Dancer 3D’ actor waved the 
Indian flag and screamed 
“Jai Hind”. Taking to Ins-
tagram, several fan clubs 
shared Nora’s video from 
the grand fan event.

The football festival was 
held in the centre of Doha at 

Al Bidda Park. Nora Fatehi, 
an actress-dancer, collabo-

rated with international rap-
per Nicki Minaj on the offi-

cial football anthem ‘Light 
the Sky.’ Soon after her per-

formance, videos from the 
event got viral on social me-
dia and fans swamped the 
comment section with red 
hearts and fire emoticons.

“She is thee besssttt,” a fan 
commented.

Another fan wrote, “Nora 
mam love your dance.”

Meanwhile, Nora was 
recently seen in the song 
‘Jedha Nasha’ from Ayush-
mann Khurrana’s upcom-
ing quirky thriller film ‘An 
Action Hero’ which gath-
ered massive responses 
from the audience. She will 
be next seen in an upcom-
ing comedy film ‘100%’ 
alongside John Abra-
ham, Riteish Deshmukh  
and Shehnaaz Gill.
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Bollywood actor and dancer Nora Fatehi.


