
7 miners dead 
after Bastar 
limestone cave 
collapses
Bastar: seven people, 
including six women, died 
after a limestone cave 
in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar 
collapsed on Friday. all 
the victims were locals 
who had been extracting 
limestone for personal use, 
sources said. according to 
the police, a team from the 
state Disaster response 
Force (sDrF) reached the 
spot after being informed 
of the incident. “some 
family members from the 
nearby Malwa village were 
extracting limestone for 
personal use at the site. 
While they were at it, the 
limestone cave collapsed 
and all of them were 
buried in the debris. Of the 
seven persons who died, 
six were women and one 
man,” Vikash Kumar, the 
CsP said.

YoutuBe 
removed 5.6 mn 
videos during 
JulY-sept 
NeW Delhi: Youtube 
removed 5.6 million videos 
from its platform in the 
month of July and septem-
ber 2022 for violating their 
community guidelines. the 
platform received roughly 
271,000 removal appeals 
during the two months. 
Upon review, it reinstated 
about 29,000 appeals, said 
Youtube in its latest blog. 
From July through sep-
tember of this year, for ev-
ery 10,000 views, between 
10 and 11 were of content 
that violated the communi-
ty guidelines, said Youtube 
in the blog jointly written by 
Matt halprin and Jennifer 
Flannery O’Connor.

top of the day

Brahmin unitY

universal adult franchise

Clarion call from MP Kartikeya Sharma for 
‘Parshuram Mahakumbh’: All are welcome

‘Parshuram Mahakumbh’ is 
being organized by the rul-
ing BJP in Karnal on 11 De-
cember. In a bid to ensure 
the successful conduct of the 
programme the party lead-

ers hailing from the Brahmin 
Community are on their toes. 
The Brahmin stalwarts of 
the party are touring across 
the state appealing them to 
participate in it. 

The BJP-backed Member 
of Parliament Kartikeya 
Sharma is also continu-

ously active and inviting all 
sections of the society to be 
a part of the same. Political 
experts believe that the ‘Ma-
hakumbh’ has far reaching 
political implications in the 
forthcoming Assembly elec-
tions to be held in 2024.  
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RavindeR Malik
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tn temple cctv row

‘whY onlY hindu gods face 
such treatment?’ 

The hue and cry over CCTV 
nailed to deity’s face in a 
Tamil Nadu temple on Fri-
day further escalated with 
Tamil Nadu BJP chief An-
namalai condemning act on 
a strong note. 

A camera was fixed on the 

face of a sculpture at the 
Arunachaleshwara temple 
in Tamil Nadu’s Tiruvanna-
malai district which resulted 
in the idol’s face being disfig-
ured. In a strongly worded 
statement, Annamalai said 
that the ruling DMK has 
no respect for agamas. “A 
camera was nailed to the 
face a deity because athe-

ists are managing the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable 
Endowments Department. 
No one in their right mind 
would do this. This is a 
planned action of the DMK 
as they want to please the 
minority by creating issues 
for the majority. Who is go-
ing to take responsibility for 
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New twist: ‘Aaftab busy in 
playing chess in Tihar Jail’

Aaftab Amin Poonawalla, accused of the 
gruesome murder of his live-in partner 
Shraddha Walkar and currently lodged 
in Tihar Jail, spends time by plotting 
chess moves, often solitary and occasion-
ally sparring with two fellow inmates, jail 
authorities said. The 28-year-old who 
is accused of killing and dismembering 

Shraddha’s body, stroring the chopped 
body parts in a refrigerator before dispos-
ing them is currently in

TdG neTwoRk
NeW Delhi

aaftaB’s polYgraph, narco test 
responses are same: delhi police

Both the narco analysis 
and polygraph test of Aaf-
tab Amin Poonawala, who 
is accused of murdering his 
live-in girlfriend Shraddha 
Walkar and dismember-
ing her body has revealed 
similar responses to the 
information gathered by 
Delhi Police so far, officials 
said on Friday. 

Delhi police sources said 
that Aaftab was fully coop-
erative during his narco as 
well as his polygraph tests. 

“From the preliminary ex-
amination, our teams in-
volved in the probe have 
found out that he gave 
similar responses during 
both the tests so it does not 
bring any kind of new twist 
to the story,” sources said. 

Further, according to the 
police, the DNA report of 

Shradha Walkar is expect-
ed next week, adding that 
specific bones recovered 
from the forest so far will 
be analysed and ascer-
tained before the doctors 
examine and give a confir-
mation about her death. 
“The quantum and quality 
of specific bones will help 
doctors analysis and con-
firm whether Shardha is 
actually dead or not,” said 
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Roadshow 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets during a 
roadshow for the Gujarat Assembly elections, at 

Karnavati, in Ahmedabad on Friday.  ANi

MeeRa veRMa
NeW Delhi

indian constitution a feminist document: cJi 
Power lies with citizens in 
democracy: VP Dhankhar 

Vice President of India 
Jagdeep Dhankhar stated, 

“Power resides with our 
citizens through their man-
date and resolve and this 
power is reflected through 
the most scientific mecha-
nisms: legislation. We are 
proud of the Indian Judi-
ciary which has contributed 
to protect the rights of our 
citizens.”

Talking about the strength 
of Indian governance which 
act in a democracy, the Vice 
President gave the example 
of Covid19. He said, “Our 
strength was clearly dem-
onstrated in our handling of 
the Covid-19 pandemic es-
pecially when compared to 
other countries. Food pro-
vided to the needy….800 
million of people. We have 
developed an ecosystem for 
effective governance, and 

ashish sinha
NeW Delhi

Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
D.Y. Chandrachud on Friday 
said that power resides with 
the citizens in a true democ-
racy through their electoral 
mandate. 

The CJI was addressing 
the 8th Dr L M Singhvi Me-
morial Lecture hosted by 
the OP Jindal Global Uni-
versity (JGU), on the theme 
‘Universal Adult Franchise: 

Translating India’s Political 
Transformation into a Social 
Transformation’.

Justice Chandrachud said, 
“In India, we find a histor-
ic social system in which 
power was concentrated in 
the hands of the upper class 
of society. The rights which 
we now consider as univer-
sal were not universal all the 
time. They were denied to 
the oppressed. Unfortunate-
ly, the exercise of democracy 
was used to retain power by 

the few the right to vote was 
controlled and exercised by 
only those individuals who 
had already succeeded in so-
ciety because of their social 
power and cultural capital.” 

“For instance, the right to 
vote was exercised only by 
those who had certain prop-
erties or educational institu-
tions or qualifications which 
one the result of not their 
individual effort but were 
a reflection of the influence 

In a clear show of solidarity with 
India on Chinese objections to a 
joint military exercise, the US on 

Friday bluntly said the matter did not 
relate to China. “It is none of their 
(China’s) business,” said Elizabeth 

Jones, the US Charge d’ Affaires in 
India. 

In a roundtable with journalists 
Jones here said, “I would point you 
to the comments by my Indian col-
leagues, that it’s none of their (Chi-
na’s) business.” 

The 18th edition of the Indo-US 
joint training exercise “Yudh Abhyas 

22” commenced in Uttarakhand’s 
Auli on Saturday. China strongly 
objected to such a joint military ex-
ercise near the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC). ‘Yudh Abhyas’ is taking place 
100 kms away from the LAC. 

Speaking at a regular press con-
ference, China’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian recently 

said, “The joint military exercise held 
by India and the US near the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) violated the 
spirit of relevant agreements signed 
by China and India in 1993 and 1996, 
and does not help build bilateral 
trust. China has expressed concerns 
to the Indian side over the military

‘none of china’s Business’: u.s. 
on militarY exercises with india

on the same page 

TdG neTwoRk 
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 On Thursday, India rebuffed China’s objection saying it did not give veto power to any country
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in chhattisgarh

ED arrests CM Baghel’s 
Deputy Secretary in illegal 
mining case

Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Friday arrested 
Chhattisgarh Chief Minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel’s Deputy 
Secretary Saumya Chaura-
sia in connection with an 
illegal mining case, sources 
said. 

Earlier in October, the 
Enforcement Directorate 
arrested IAS officer Sameer 

Vishnoi from Chhattisgarh 
after questioning him in a 
money laundering case. The 
enforcement agency also 
arrested Sunil Agarwal of 
Indramani Group and Lax-
mikant Tiwari, a relative of 
businessman Suryakant Ti-
wari who’s currently under 
the agency’s scanner, they 
said, adding that raids were 
carried out on Tuesday in 
Raigadh, Raipur, Durg and 

TdG neTwoRk 
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diplomatic outreach further scrutinY 

attack in guJarat moneY laundering

US-France bold message to ‘assertive’ 
China pleases India 

A clear and bold message 
from the US and France to 
China on its aggressive, as-
sertive and expansionist 
agenda has pleased India, 

with diplomats in South 
Block welcoming the joint 
statement by the two pow-
erful countries. After a bi-
lateral meeting at the White 
House, the US President Joe 
Biden and his French coun-
terpart Emmanuel Macron 

released a joint statement, 
saying that the United States 
and France will continue to 
coordinate on our concerns 
regarding China’s challenge 
to the rules-based inter-
national order, including 
respect for human rights. 

“The Presidents reaffirm the 
importance of maintaining 
peace and stability across 
the Taiwan Strait.”

The diplomats in New Del-
hi see the joint statement as a 
significant development that 

T. BRaJesh
NeW Delhi
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shraddha 
murder case

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has taken over 
the investigation into the 19 
November pressure cooker 
blast in an autorickshaw in 
Mangaluru wherein a pas-
senger, identified as Moham-
med Shariq, was carrying a 
pressure cooker bomb made 
from an Improvised Explo-
sive Device (IED). 

The anti-terror agency took 
over the case this week soon 
after the Counter Terrorism 
and Counter Radicaliza-
tion (CTCR) division of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
handed over the investiga-
tion to it considering a terror 
plot behind the act. Speaking 
to news agency on Thursday, 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday accused 
the Congress of disowning 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
and said it absorbed a “slave 
mentality” after working 
with the British prior to In-
dependence.

The Directorate of Enforce-
ment (ED) has searched 16 
premises across Chennai, 
Mumbai and Delhi covering 
office and residential prem-
ises of a few firms and their 
promoters under the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act, 2002. 

nia takes over 
mangaluru 
cooker Blast 
proBe 

congress 
has a slave 
mentalitY: 
pm modi 

ed searches in 
16 locations 
across  
3 metros 

Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma with the Vice President  
Jagdeep Dhankhar and CJI D.Y. Chandrachud.

16
south korea 
stun portugal 
to qualifY for 
knockouts

11
fresh sanctions 
on north korea 
after Ballistic 
missile test

2
middle-class 
vote share will 
determine delhi 
mcd’s fate
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By The People ON THE RADAR

GAUTAM LAHIRI

OPPOSITION 
DISUNITY 
Once again, it will be 
an advantage for the 
ruling BJP government 
at the center before the 
commencement of the 
winter session of the 
parliament. Regional 
parties from different 
states have planned 
separate meetings to 
finalize floor strate-
gies for the upcom-
ing session. Among 
the regional parties, 
TMC and TRS have 
decided not to attend 
any leaders’ meeting 
if it is organized by 
the Congress party. 
Previously, Rahul 
Gandhi appeared to be 
a stumbling block to 
opposition unity in par-
liament. Now Rahul is 
busy with Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, so he probably 
will not be attending 
the winter session. 
The problem for TMC 
is with the Lok Sabha 
leader of the Congress 
party, Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury. Adhir, as 
PCC president, is a 
vocal critic of the TMC 
government’s handling 
of corruption in the 
state government. 
TMC has made it clear 
that if Adir is present 
in any of the meetings, 
they will not attend 
meetings of opposition 
leaders convened by 
the Congress parlia-
mentary party. This 
time, Congress Chair-
person Sonia Gandhi 
may not be seen taking 
any initiative to unite 
opposition parties. She 
has already commu-
nicated with Congress 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge to take charge 
of all the initiatives on 
behalf of the party.

AWAMI LEAGUE 
TRYING TO 
SOFTEN RSS 
The election for 
Bangladesh’s national 
assembly is tentatively 
scheduled for January 
2024. Before that, Dha-
ka is trying to soften 
the attitude of the RSS, 
which has been very 
vocal about the atroci-
ties unleashed against 
the Hindu minorities of 
the country. In the first 
week of December, 
the RSS backed think 
tank India Foundation 
is organizing a seminar 
on Indo-Bangladesh 
bilateral relations in 
Silchar. Initially, no 
senior leaders from 
Dhaka were coming 
to attend the seminar. 
The Ministry of External 
Affairs conveyed to 
their counterpart in 
Dhaka the importance 
of this seminar to the 
Bangladesh govern-
ment. Dr. A K Abdul 
Momen, Bangladesh’s 
Foreign Minister, 
unexpectedly decided 
to attend the seminar. 
They have also invited 
the Bangladesh High 
Commissioner to at-
tend the seminar. High 
Commissioner Md. 
Mustafizur Rahaman 
had to cancel his entire 
overseas engagement 
and rush to Silchar to 
accompany the Foreign 
Minister.

The high-stakes polls to the 250-ward Municipal Corporation of Delhi are 
due on 4 December and the votes will be counted on 7 December. Leaders of 

political parties made last ditch effort as campaigning ended on Friday.

FIGHT OF EQUALS IN MCD POLLS 

MIDDLE-CLASS VOTE SHARE WILL 
DETERMINE DELHI MCD’S FATE

As parties ended 
with a heated cam-
paign for the MCD 

election in Delhi on Friday 
where polling will be held 
on 4 December, the inter-
nal survey of Delhi BJP has 
shown that the party may 
win 170 of 250 wards. The 
survey had a sample size 
of 43,750 voters and was 
conducted between 13 No-
vember to 25 November, 
Delhi BJP media head Har-
ish Khurana told PTI. BJP 
has launched several union 
ministers and chief minis-
ters of other states to cap-
ture the issues of Delhiites 
as well as those from other 
states staying in Delhi. 

The party is very upfront 
in targeting the next closest 
rival AAP’s handling of Air 
Pollution and cleaning riv-
er Yamuna. While nailing 
upon AAP’s failure, BJP is 
trying to look upon the lo-
cal issues of homelessness 
and emphasizing ‘civic 
temperament’ to respect 
fellow citizens coming 
from diverse states living 
in Delhi. Recently, BJP in-
augurated a rehabilitation 
centre in Kalkaji under the 
‘In-Situ Slum Rehabilita-
tion Project’ by handing 
over keys of flats to eligible 
Jhuggi-Jhopri dwellers at 
bhomiheen camps. The 
party is campaigning by 
emphasizing that the coun-
try is moving on the path of 
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Viswas and Sabka 
Prayas’ (Everyone’s devel-
opment together with each 
one’s faith and effort) to 
sway its voters.

On the other side, AAP 
is trying to keep the politi-
cal sway of the campaign 
towards the civic issue of 
cleanliness in Delhi that 
revolves around the poli-
tics of garbage and develop-

ment. Along with it, AAP 
has also promised political 
and financial powers be-
sides the status of “Mini 
Councillors” to the city’s 
Resident Welfare Associa-
tion (RWAs), if it wins the 
MCD election.

Amid this, CSDS-Lokn-
iti has also conducted a 
survey to assess citizen 
perceptions on the perfor-
mance of the government 
and their emerging prefer-
ences. Survey projects that 
the upcoming election will 
witness a straight fight be-
tween the AAP and BJP by 
relegating the congress to a 
distant third. 

The survey highlights 
that when it comes to mak-
ing a choice while assessing 
AAP’s performance, there 
seems to be a clear demar-
cation emerging between 
voters. Those from upper-
caste backgrounds and 
from the upper-half brack-
et in terms of class residing 
in relatively well-off locali-
ties of Delhi are inclined 
towards BJP whereas the 
lower half of the social hi-

erarchies tilt towards the 
AAP.

The CSDS-Lokniti report 
also suggests that BJP has a 
consolidated vote of Hindu 
upper castes but the sup-
port base of AAP among 
other caste groups seems 
to be higher in comparison 
to BJP and Congress. As far 
as the other religion’s vote 
base is concerned AAP 
seems to be leading with 
wider support as three in 
five voters from Muslim 
communities and close to 
two in three voters from 
other religious minorities 
preferred voting for AAP. 
The report also suggests 
that the Hindu OBC voters 
and middle-class voters 
are the main focus group 

for the party as AAP and 
BJP both are looking to 
gain substantial support as 
AAP is leading with very 
less margin in comparison 
to BJP, as per data. 

As far as the statistics of 
vote share among parties 
since 2012 is concerned, it 
is being observed that the 
vote share of AAP in 2017 
touched up to 26.21 per 
cent being a first-time con-
tender in the MCD election. 
However, the voting per-
centage of the BJP remains 
more or less the same as 
in the 2012 MCD election 
which was around 36.5 per 
cent. This shows that AAP 
will be able completely to 
relegate congress from the 
major contender in the up-
coming MCD election and 
could substantially gain 
voting percentage in the 
upcoming election. Thus, 
the political landslides of 
Delhi may favour AAP in 
gaining more seats in com-
parison to last MCD elec-
tion but BJP will remain by 
holding upon its own issues 
of development of all. 

HITESH KUMAR MANDAL
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

250 1,44,90,000 
TOTAL SEATS

1349 709 640
TOTAL WOMEN MEN

TOTAL VOTERS 

SEATS WON IN 2017 

CANDIDATES

OTHER FEATURES 

BJP 
181 

AAP 
49 

CONG  
31

Total Seats: 272

Yogesh Verma (BJP)             
 Keshavpuram  
Former leader of House 

Kamaljeet Sehrawat   (BJP)               
 Dwarka-B 
Erstwhile south MCD mayor

Ravi Negi (BJP)    
 Vinod Nagar  
Came close upsetting Deputy Chief  
Minister Manish Sisodia in assembly 
Election 

Farhad Suri     
 Daryaganj  
Former mayor of unified MCD in 2006

Sardar Avatar Singh  (BJP)  
 Civil Lines  
Former mayor of north MCD 

Sunita Kangra (BJP)   
Madipur 

SDMC mayor

Bipin Bihari  (BJP)                                    
Mayur Vihar Phase II 

Earstwhile MCD mayor 

Anil Lakra (AAP)   
 Mundka 

Former leader of opposition 

Prem Chauhan (AAP)   
Dakshinpuri   
Outgoing leader of opposition 

Manoj Tyagi (AAP)   
 Sadatpur 
former leader of Opposition in erstwhile 
east MCD 

KEY CANDIDATES 

50% 
Seats reserved 

for women

BJP eyeing a 
fourth term; 

AAP wishes to 
break it 

Congress, last 
won in 2002, is 

busy campaigning 
on ground.

Preparations in full 
swing for MCD polls

Ahead of the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) polls, all arrange-
ments have been made 
with regard to security 
and surveillance by the 
Delhi Police, said Special 
CP (Law & Order) Sagar 
Preet Hooda.

“Delhi Police’s arrange-
ments are sufficient. 
There will be a total of 
30,000 jawans on duty, 
of whom 16,000 will 
be Delhi Police jawans 
and the rest will be out-
side forces,” said Special 
Commissioner Hooda. 
The top officer said Cen-
tral Armed Police Forc-
es (CAPF) jawans and 
home guards will also be 
deployed.

Point-to-point plan-
ning has been done, 

Hooda said, adding, “Se-
curity forces will keep a 
watch with the help of 
drones. Around four to 
five drones have been as-
signed to each district.”

The Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation (DMRC) 
also informed that the 
rail services on all the 
lines would start at 4 a.m. 
at terminal stations, in 
the wake of the 4 Decem-
ber municipal elections 
in the national capital.

An official statement 
from the Delhi Metro 
said, “On the day of vot-
ing, the Delhi Metro train 
services on all lines will 
start at 4 a.m. from all 
terminal stations with a 
30-minute frequency on 
all lines until 6 a.m. After 
that, the metro will run 
as per the regular Sunday 
timetable throughout the 
day.” Alcohol sales in the 

national capital will be 
restricted for three days 
beginning today, in ad-
vance of the MCD elec-
tions.

The ban will be im-
posed from 5.30 p.m., 
the time and day the civic 
polls campaign ends, 
until the day of voting. 
Following this, the ban 
will be imposed again on 
7 December, when the 
counting will take place.

“On account of the 
MCD Election in the 
NCT of Delhi from 17:30 
Hours of December 2 
2022 (Friday) to Decem-
ber 4 2022 up to 17:30 
Hours (Sunday) and 
from 00:00 Hours to 
24:00 Hours on Decem-
ber 7, 2022 (Wednesday) 
shall be observed as dry 
days,” as per an official 
statement from the Ex-
cise department.

DELHI DECIDES

MCD POLLS
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legality

Delhi Lieutenant Gover-
nor VK Saxena on Friday 
Lt. Governor had approved 
and forwarded the proposal 
of the Delhi Police to the 
Union Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) for extend-
ing the Telangana Preven-
tion of Dangerous Activities 
Act, 1986, as modified, to the 
NCT of Delhi.

According to the Lieuten-
ant Governor’s office, Sax-
ena has approved and for-
warded the proposal of the 
Delhi Police to the Ministry 
of Home Affairs (MHA) for 

issuance of notification un-
der Section 2 of the Union 
Territories (Laws) Act, 1950. 
“The said Act is applicable 
for the prevention of danger-
ous activities of bootleggers, 
drug offenders, immoral 
traffickers, land grabbers, 
food adulteration offenders, 
fake document offenders, 
scheduled commodities of-
fenders, gaming offenders, 
sexual offenders, explosive 
substance offenders, arms 
offenders, cybercrime of-
fenders, and white collar 
or financial offenders. The 
MHA will take a decision in 
this regard,” the LG office 
said.

The MHA will take a deci-
sion in this regard, the LG 
office said.

Notably, in June 2022, the 
Delhi Police requested the 
competent authority’s ap-
proval for the issuance of a 
notification extending the 
Act to the NCT of Delhi.

The police have said that 
there is “a need for stringent 
legislation for the preven-
tion and effective control of 
criminal activities, particu-
larly by repeat offenders in-
volved in bootlegging, land 
grabbing, snatching, rob-
bery, arms running, the sale 
of drugs, gambling, sexual 
offenses, etc.”

LG asks Centre to extend to Delhi 
law on detention of bootleggers
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

As India resumes 
its journey as the 
president of G20, 

the world hails with huge 
expectation and apprecia-
tion. Going by the poten-
tial—both economic and 
political—India is poised to 
make its mark in the world 
fora in the year under the 
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.  In a de-
tailed panel discussion iTV 
Network’s English channel 
NewsX  brings a broad per-
spective on what now needs 
to be achieved and why the 
next few months of a G20 
presidency under India is so 
important for the world. 

Diana Naraya, UN vol-
unteer and human rights 
advisor, said, “As a person 
who is from Indonesia, it’s 
a country very close to In-
dia itself. I feel like India has 
such a history with Indone-
sia itself. It’s something that 
I learned from very early on 

in school, that both India 
and Indonesia pretty much 
went through the same thing 
in the past and that they have 
always been around helping 
one another. And that as a 
youth myself, I have been 
lucky enough to have had 
several opportunities with 
Indian people and they have 
always been super amazing. 
So that I think it’s my favorite 
going to India.”

Talking about India’s role 
in a larger perspective, she 
said “I feel like India has 
been seen as this country 
who enjoys working, but also 
India has its own issues and 
other countries has its own 
issue, but under all of each 
country is really necessary. 
And India has actually bring 
forward the knowledge to 
other people, to other coun-
tries that small countries like 
India and third world coun-
tries like India and Indone-
sia, we are actually capable of 
moving forward better and 
that we’re actually capable of 
doing more and to be seen in 

the eyes of the world in the 
future.”

Talking about the impor-
tant economic and geostra-
tegic priorities for Indone-
sia, she added that “I have 
seen many improvements 
in education, especially for 
two years. And also when it 
comes to studying economics 
and when it comes to actual-
ly participating in economy, 
there’s also many limitations. 
That’s what I hope to see 
improved under the Indian 
presidency in due time.”

Aaron Watson, consultant 
of Viva Asia Institute from 
Australia, while talking 
about Australian and India 
engagement said, “I think 
that Australia’s engagement 
with India and the acceler-
ated nature of the relation-
ship has probably less to do 
with Australian politics and 
more to do with regional geo-
politics. Australia has been 
incredibly over reliant on 
China as a trade partner. We 
are incredibly dependent on 
the United States as a secu-

rity partner.  And obviously 
we’ve seen the consequences 
of that with recent decline of 
the relationship between 
Australia and China and 
also the increasing concerns 
around China in the region, 
whether that’s from both se-
curity or an economic coer-
cion perspective.”

Talking about perception 
of India from an Australian 
perspective she said. “I think 
it depends on who you talk 
to. If you’re speaking to poli-
cymakers and you’re speak-
ing to governments, then 
there will be a lot of discus-
sion about the opportuni-
ties for security and military 
cooperation. And we’ve seen 
an increase in that area over 
recent times. So that comes 
down to national security. 
Then you have the economic 
side of things. And again, it 
depends on who you talk to 
within industry. So if you’re 
talking to the university sec-
tor, then of course India is 
the next hotbed of student 
recruitment. So from their 

perspective, they’re trying 
to replace the market that 
they’ve lost from China over 
recent years and trying to 
diversify that student mar-
ket. You could say the same 
thing about Indonesia and 
some other big economies in 
the region as well.”

She added, “We know that 
with our recent trade agree-
ment, it’s excluding sensitive 
industries. And we know 
that India in itself doesn’t 
liberalize say agriculture to 
Indian conglomerates. I am 
really pleased to see how 
India has taken the reins on 
the G 20 because for a couple 
of years, the ability for it to 
and multilateralism is really 
struggling at the moment, 
generally. And so to see how 
seriously it’s taking, even the 
engagement groups and the 
Secretariat and the way that 
they’ve been set up, and I’ve 
been asked to join one of the 
task forces myself. So I think 
that’s really impressive.”

Professor Tomoko Kyoto. 
She’s associate professor at 

the Nagasak University, talk-
ed about her perception of 
India. She said “The relations 
between India and Japan has 
strengthened since the mid-
dle of 2000, and especially 
the late former Prime Minis-
ter and Prime Minister Modi, 
and particularly in the secu-
rity and strategic area. But 
in my view in Nagasaki, the 
Indian presence is very little. 
And we have only in Navajo 
University, we have only four 
Indian students so far. So we 
want to increase the students 
exchange as well as not only 
strategic area. “ She said, 
“Japan also expect lots from 
India, but as I said, because 
people’s exchange is very still 
not big as other countries 
compared to other countries. 
So still many people don’t 
understand India very well. 
We misunderstand each 
other sometimes. So I think 
that this presidency of G20 
will be a great opportunity 
for Japanese people to know 
about India too. But we, of 
course, expect lots from In-

dia too.”
Talking about changing 

perception of India, she said 
“Japanese journalists also 
said that earlier when India 
was not that reach. Tokyo 
headquarters always ask 
them to write how India is 
poor. But right now, Tokyo 
asks the journalists to write 
more about India’s right 
side. So how India is devel-
oped and then how Indian IT 
technology is advanced right 
now. So the image in Japan is 
totally changed.”

Talking about concerns, 
she said, “I don’t think it’s 
the biggest concern because 
today I was watching Dr. 
Jaishankar’s speech and then 
he was also asked about the 
China, but he wisely avoided 
mentioning China and ex-
plaining that India will co-
operate with any country in 
any agenda. And then I think 
India will do so. And then it’s 
very risky to have a conflict 
with other any countries. 
During India’s. Presidency 
of G20.”
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A public interest litigation 
(PIL) has been filed in the 
Delhi High Court against 
making payments of salaries 
to imams, maulvis, and others 
of masjids across Delhi.

The AAP-led Arvind Ke-
jriwal government, in gross 
violation of Articles 14 and 27 
of the Constitution of India, 
has been making payments to 
the tune of crores to the Delhi 
Waqf Board for payment of 
salaries to imams, maulvis, 

and others of masjids across 
Delhi, the plea alleged. On 
the other hand, the pujaris 
of temples across Delhi are 
not paid any remuneration. 
The non-payment of salaries 
to temple pujaris and priests 
violates Article 14 of the In-
dian Constitution, according 
to the petition.

The plea further stated 
that the Constitution of In-
dia mandates the function-
ing of the Government at the 
Central level or state level 
to remain secular in their 
thoughts and actions. 

The air quality in the na-
tional capital continues to 
remain in the “very poor” 
category as shallow fog and 
mist surrounded the city on 
Friday morning.

The overall Air Quality 
Index (AQI) was recorded 
at 335 at 9:13 am, as per the 
System of Air Quality and 
Weather Forecasting and 
Research (SAFAR) records. 
The level of PM 2.5 and PM 
10 in Delhi was recorded at 
165 in the ‘very poor’ cat-
egory and 281 in the “poor” 
category, respectively.

The air quality in Noida 
and Gurugram was also re-
corded in the very poor cat-
egory, with AQIs of 375 and 
308, respectively.

At the Delhi University 
area, the air quality was re-
corded as “very poor,” with 
an AQI of 359, Pusa recorded 
an AQI of 322 while Dhirpur 
recorded an AQI of 397.

Lodhi Road recorded 359, 
Delhi Airport (T3) recorded 
an AQI of 338 and Mathura 
road recorded an AQI of 335.

The AQI at IIT Delhi stood 
at 310 while Ayanagar air 
quality was also in the ‘very 
poor’ category at 310 at 9:3 
am on Friday.

Ahead of Sunday’s Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
elections, the Aam Aadmi 
Party’s national convenor and 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Friday distribut-
ed honorarium to 250 yoga 
instructors from donations 
collected by the party.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Kejriwal said, “Delhi’s Lieu-
tenant Governor has stopped 
Yoga Pathshala, but I am con-
tinuing it, and today I am giv-
ing Samman Rashi to the yoga 
teacher.” Kejriwal said that he 
had given this honorarium 

amount by taking donations 
from the people, and “this 
amount will continue in the 
future as well.”

Kejriwal alleged that the 
yoga instructors were given 
salaries by his government 
from December 2021 to Octo-
ber 2022. “Later, the salary of 
yoga instructors was stopped 
after the order of the Lieuten-
ant Governor,” he added.

On 2 November, Kejriwal 
had said during the dialogue 
with yoga trainees in the 
Delhi Legislative Assembly 
premises that the Delhi gov-
ernment will not allow the 
salaries of yoga instructors 
to be stopped.

The Supreme Court reserved 
its order on Friday on a pe-
tition seeking copies of the 
agenda, minutes, decisions, 
and resolution of a meeting 
of the Collegium. “Supreme 
Court is the most transpar-
ent institution,” the top court 
reiterated.

A bench of Justices M.R. 
Shah and C.T. Ravikumar 
reserved the order on the 
plea filed by RTI activist An-
jali Bhardwaj. During the 

hearing, Justice MR Shah 
remarked that the bench 
doesn’t want to comment on 
what former members of the 
Supreme Court Collegium 
say these days, as nowadays 
it has become a fashion for 
the former members, who 
were part of the Collegium, 
to make comments.

The petitioner, Anjali 
Bhardwaj, who was rep-
resented by advocates 
Prashant Bhushan and Ria 
Yadav, challenged the order 
dated 27 July, 2022, of the 
High Court of Delhi.

Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju emphasized 
the use of regional languages in Indian courts 
on Friday, requesting that local languages be 
prioritized.

Addressing the 12th Convocation of Tamil 
Nadu Dr. Ambedkar Law University in Chen-
nai, Rijiju said, “The aim of the university 
should not only be to focus on education but 
also add to the moral and ethical values.” 
“Ambedkar Law University is on a good path 
in the educational process. National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP), the core concept under the 
multi-disciplinary system, is being maintained 
by Ambedkar Law University,” he said.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi has com-
mitted to take forward the culture and lan-
guage of our country,” he added.

The Law Minister said that Indian courts and 
legal systems must include regional languages 
in their curricular activities.

“Indian courts and the legal system must 
have regional languages in their curricular 
activities. I have spoken to the Chief Justice, 
senior judges of the Supreme Court, and all 
Chief Justices of High Courts that, in the fu-
ture, we must give priority to local languages,” 
said Rijiju. “In Tamil Nadu, we will be proud to 
see the Tamil language taking center stage in 
the Madras High Court and all district courts 
and subordinate courts of the state,” said the 
Law Minister.
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aRRested money laundeRing case

cbi nabs man accused 
of extoRtion in delhi

dePuty cms of uttaR PRadesh hit 
bacK on aKhilesh yadav’s RemaRKs

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) on Friday ar-
rested a person in an ongoing 
investigation of an extortion 
case.

The arrested accused have 
been identified as Rahul Ku-
mar, a resident of Asola in the 
Fatehpur area of New Delhi. 
A case was registered by 
the International Operation 
Division of the CBI against 
a private person resident in 
New Delhi and others on 
certain allegations, including 
the extortion of a professor at 
a prominent university in the 
US, based on inputs received 
from the US.

A Facebook profile alleg-
edly enticed the victim to ex-
tract sexually explicit images 
during video chat in order to 
blackmail her.

It was alleged that during 
video chat, the victim was 
lured to send sexually ex-
plicit videos, which were re-
corded. It was further alleged 
that the said private person 
took control of the situation 
and started sending extor-
tionist threats to the victim 
using the email accounts re-
lated to the said sexually ex-
plicit video chat, demanding 
money in his PayPal account 
and other valuables, failing 
which he threatened the vic-
tim to release the sexually ex-
plicit video.

Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh 
Pathak launched an attack on Samajwadi 
Party (SP) President Akhilesh Yadav over 
his statement and called the Samajwadi Party 
and Yadav “frustrated” because of the BJP’s 
success in the state.

“The opposition has not been able to level 
any factual allegations against the BJP gov-
ernment in the state. We have successfully 
fulfilled the expectations of the 25 crore people 
of Uttar Pradesh. The opposition Samajwadi 
Party and its chief, Akhilesh Yadav, are frus-
trated because of this,” said Pathak while 
speaking to ANI. “It’s been over five years, 
and it’s after 37 years that the same govern-
ment (BJP) has come to power in the state for 
the second consecutive time,” he pointed out.

“BJP candidates will win all three seats in 
the upcoming by-elections with a full major-

ity,” he added.
SP Chief Akhilesh Yadav on Thursday took a 

jibe at the UP’s deputy chief ministers, Keshav 
Prasad Maurya and Brajesh Pathak, and said 
that the two were looking for an opportunity 
to become CM, but have “failed.” “There are 
2 Deputy CMs in the state. Both of them are 
looking for an opportunity to become CM,” 
Yadav had said while addressing a public rally 
in Rampur ahead of by-polls in support SP 
candidate on Thursday. Yadav further “of-
fered” to both Deputy CMs and said, “We 
have come to give them an offer. Take 100 
MLAs from us, we are with you, become CM 
whenever you want.”

Yadav also said that the BJP government of 
the state should not be so harsh on the opposi-
tion party that it would become “vindictive” 
when it returns to power.

“Those who are committing injustice, I want 
to tell them that the CM’s (Yogi Adityanath) file 
had come to me (during my tenure)".

top of the day

aRmy chief to 
Review ima 
Passing out 
PaRade on  
10 decembeR
DEHRADUN: The Army 
Chief General Manoj 
Pandey will take the 
salute of the Passing Out 
Parade (POP) at Indian 
Military Academy (IMA) 
Dehradun. The Passing 
out Parade (POP) will be 
held on December 10 this 
year, informed the IMA 
spokesperson. According 
to the IMA spokesperson, 
344 Gentleman Cadets 
from India and abroad will 
become an integral part of 
their respective coun-
try’s armies as military 
officers in the POP. Last 
year on 11 December, 
the then President Ram 
Nath Kovind reviewed the 
Indian Military Academy 
(IMA) passing out parade 
at Chetwode Building Drill 
Square in Uttarakhand’s 
Dehradun.

Russia among 
india’s toP thRee 
oil suPPlieRs
NEW DELHI: Russia is 
among India’s top three 
crude oil suppliers and 
New Delhi will exercise its 
choice to buy oil from any 
country including Russia, 
sources said on Friday. 
Russia was not a major 
crude supplier to India ten 
months back. The other 
two top three crude sup-
pliers to India are Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia. Petroleum 
ministry sources said 
there is an assurance from 
oil suppliers and there is 
no possibility of disruption..

RecRuitment 
to iRms to be 
done thRough 
a sPecially 
designed exam
NEW DELHI: Ministry of 
Railways, in consultation 
with UPSC and DoPT, has 
decided that recruitment 
to Indian Railway Man-
agement Service (IRMS) 
will be done through a 
specially designed exami-
nation (IRMS Examination) 
to be conducted by the 
UPSC from the year 2023 
onwards. The IRMSE will 
be a two-tier examination- 
a Preliminary Screening 
Examination, followed by 
a Main Written Examina-
tion and Interview. For 
screening suitable number 
of candidates for the 2nd 
stage of the Examina-
tion, viz, IRMS (Main) 
Written Examination, all 
eligible candidates shall 
be required to appear in 
Civil Services (Preliminary) 
Examination and suitable 
number of candidates 
will be screened for IRMS 
(Main) Examination.

indigo flight to 
doha diveRted to 
mumbai
NEW DELHI: A IndiGo 
flight from Kannur to 
Doha was diverted to 
Mumbai for precau-
tions against a technical 
failure, the domestic 
carrier informed through 
a statement. "The IndiGo 
flight 6E-1715 flying from 
Kannur to Doha was 
diverted to Mumbai as a 
precaution. The operating 
crew noticed a technical 
issue and diverted the 
aircraft to Mumbai for 
necessary maintenance. 
The passengers are being 
accommodated on an 
alternate aircraft for their 
onward journey," the 
IndiGo statement read.
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money laundeRing case

noRa fatehi aPPeaRs 
befoRe ed in delhi

Bollywood actor Nora 
Fatehi left the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) office in 
New Delhi on Friday after 
being questioned in a Rs 
200-crore money launder-
ing case linked to conman 
Sukesh Chandrasekhar.

On September 15, Nora was 
questioned by the Economic 
Offenses Wing (EOW) of 
the Delhi Police for more 
than four hours along with 
Pinky Irani, who appar-
ently introduced Nora and 
Jacqueline Fernandez to the 
jailed conman. However, the 
Patiala House Court granted 
interim bail to Jacqueline on 
November 15 on the furnish-

ing of a personal bond of Rs 
2 lakh and one surety in the 
same amount.

Notably, statements of 
Nora Fatehi were recorded 
under Section 50 of the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA), 2002, on 
September 12, 2021, and Oc-
tober 14, 2021, wherein she 
stated that she got a booking 
for a charity event. During 
the event, she was gifted a 
Gucci bag and one shopping 
mode iPhone by Leena Pau-
lose. 

Nora further stated that 
Leena Paulose had called 
her husband and put the 
phone on speaker, where he 
thanked her and said they 
were her fans. 
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IN PUNJAB

The Punjab government will 
celebrate International Di-
vyang Diwas as a state-level 
function on 3rd December at 
Malout (District Sri Muktsar 
Sahib). The Social Security, 
Women, and Child Devel-
opment Minister, Dr. Baljit 
Kaur, will be the chief guest 
on this occasion.

Divulging details in this 
regard, Madhvi Kataria, 
Director of Social Security, 
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department, said that 
the International Divyang 
Diwas will be celebrated in 
all the districts of the state, 
and the state-level func-
tion is being organised at 
Malout on December 3. She 
said that to enable the lives 
of the disabled, the Punjab 
government is also going to 
organise a camp for provid-
ing bank loans in Malout (Sri 
Muktsar Sahib), Sangrur, 
Mansa, and Barnala districts 

on this day.
She further said that the 

Punjab government led by 
the Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann is committed for the 
welfare of the disabled per-
sons of the state. ‘The dis-
abled people of Punjab will 
be honored during the state 
level function and 90 tricy-
cles, 29 wheelchairs, 16 hear-
ing aids, 9 walking sticks, 7 

smart canes, cerebral palsy 
chairs and 78 crutches will 
be distributed to a total of 158 
beneficiaries at a cost of Rs 
18.63 lakh, added Director 
of Social Security, Punjab.

Institutions/organizations 
working in the field of wel-
fare of disabled persons will 
also participate during the 
state level function and dis-
trict level functions.

GOVERNMENT ORGANISE STATE LEVEL 
FUNCTION AT MALOUT TO CELEBRATE 
INTERNATIONAL DIVYANG DIWAS 

IN PUNJAB

IN HARYANA

LOSS OF LIFE

NEW DIRECTION

Security forces found a 
hexacopter drone equipped 
with modern technol-
ogy and packets containing 
heroin weighing 5 kg from 
a field near the India-Paki-
stan border in Tarn Taran 
district of Punjab, police 
said on Friday.

Tarn Taran Police in a joint 
search operation with the 
Border Security Force (BSF) 
found the hexacopter drone. 
“Tarn Taran Police in a joint 
search operation with BSF 
has recovered a hexacopter 
drone equipped with mod-
ern technology and packets 
containing heroin weigh-
ing 5Kg from fields near the 
India-Pakistan border,” said 
Punjab Director General of 
Police (DGP) in a tweet.

Further details are await-
ed.

Previously, BSF Director 
General Pankaj Singh had 
told that the force has so 
far this year shot down 16 
drones and the BSF has ad-
opted an anti-drone system 
and in-depth patrolling to 
tackle the menace, which 
poses a security threat.

“As we see the new chal-
lenge on the border in 
terms of drones, we haven’t 
yet achieved success on that 
level if we talk about the is-
sue in one go. That’s why we 
have tried three-four ways 
and it is giving very good 

results,” BSF DG had said.
The BSF DG informed 

that they had installed some 
anti-drone systems on some 
specific locations (along the 
India-Pakistan border). “As 
the border is very wide, an 
anti-drone system cannot 
be installed at all places. The 
system would be installed 
at more places one by one,” 
Singh said. Besides, Singh 
said BSF has started three-
four km in-depth patrol-
ling so that the person try-
ing to pick the illegal items 
dropped by these drones 
can be caught. “We have 
also given very good incen-
tives to our jawans who 
shoot these drones. Due to 
these efforts, we have shot 
down 16 drones this year 
till November whereas 
only one drone was shot 
down last year. The num-
ber of drones shot down by 

the force till the end of this 
year may increase to 25,” 
he said. Last month on 28 
November, women person-
nel of the BSF shot down a 
hexacopter drone weighing 
18.050 kg near Chaharpur 
village in Amritsar (Rural) 
district in Punjab when it 
was entering Indian ter-
ritory from Pakistan. The 
drone was carrying 3.110 
kg of narcotics. Notably, the 
Indian Army troops are us-
ing trained Kites to prey on 
enemy drones in a first-of-
its-kind usage of these birds.

Indian Army is using 
trained Kites along with 
dogs for military operations, 
Army officials said.

Such a capability can help 
the security forces to tackle 
the menace of drones com-
ing from across the border 
to Indian areas in Punjab 
and Jammu and Kashmir.

The Chief Minister, Manohar 
Lal, provided online job offer 
letters here on Friday to 2,069 
TGT and PGT teachers hired 
on a contract basis through 
Haryana Kaushal Rozgar 
Nigam, from his residence 
in Sant Kabir Kutir. All reg-
istered applicants have re-
ceived information about the 
job offer and other necessary 
information via SMS on their 
registered mobile numbers.

It is noteworthy that on 
November 23, online job of-
fer letters were provided to 
2,075 TGT and PGT teachers 
in the same way. With this, 
in just 26 days, Chief Minis-
ter Manohar Lal has created 
another history of giving 
jobs in a transparent man-
ner in the state by provid-

ing job offer letters to 4,144 
teachers through Haryana 
Kaushal Rozgar Nigam. Be-
lieving that the teachers are 
the builders of the nation 
in the true sense, Haryana 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
instructed the officials of the 
education department to im-
mediately provide informa-
tion about the schools where 
teachers are required to the 
Haryana Kaushal Rozgar 
Nigam (HKRN). He made 
it clear that the education of 
the children would not be af-
fected at all by the shortage of 
teachers. The Chief Minister 
has fulfilled the desire for job 
opportunities by giving job 
offer letters through HKRN. 
Some teachers who received 
the offer letters expressed 
their gratitude to the Chief 
Minister and appreciated the 

completion of recruitment—
twice in just 26 days.

Notably, the Chief Minis-
ter had received many com-
plaints of exploitation by the 
manpower made available in 
various departments, boards, 
and corporations of the state 
government through service 
providers and contractors; 
and to end the economic ex-
ploitation of the youth, the 
Chief Minister called for the 
formation of the Haryana 
Kaushal Rozgar Nigam. So 
far, more than 90,000 em-
ployees have been accommo-
dated through the HKRN by 
outsourcing agencies.

On Friday, for the second 
time, the Chief Minister gave 
job offers to 2,069 TGTs of 
Social Studies, Science, Hin-
di, and Sanskrit and PGT 
teachers.

Hexacopter drone with 5 kg heroin 
found near India-Pakistan border 

CM provides online job offer letters 
to 2,069 TGT and PGT teachers 
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ALLEGED MASTERMIND

INVESTIGATION

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on 
Friday said that Can-

ada-based top gangsters 
Goldy Brar, the alleged 
mastermind in the killing 
of Punjabi singer Sidhu 
Moosewala, has been de-
tained in California, United 
States.

“There is a confirmed 
piece of news this morning. 
Being the head of the State 
I tell you that a big gangster 
sitting in Canada, Goldy 
Brar has been detained in 

America,” said Mann at a 
press conference here. The 

Punjab CM is in Gujarat 
campaigning for his Aam 

Aadmi Party candidate in 
the assembly polls in the 
state. Brar is a close aide 
of gang leader Lawrence 
Bishnoi, currently lodged 
in Tihar Jail and is con-
sidered to be involved in 
Moosewala’s murder.

Punjabi singer Shubh-
deep Singh Sidhu popu-
larly known as Sidhu 
Moosewala was shot dead 
by unidentified assailants 
in Jawaharke village of 
Mansa district on 29 May 
this year.

The incident occurred 
two days after Punjab Po-
lice withdrew the security 

cover of 424 persons in-
cluding that of Moosewala.

Canada-based gangster 
Goldy Brar reportedly 
claimed responsibility for 
the murder of Punjabi 
singer in a Facebook post 
in May.

Goldy Brar aka Satin-
der Singh is involved in 
multiple criminal cases. A 
Faridpur court had earlier 
this month issued an open-
ended non-bailable arrest 
warrant against Brar in 
connection with the kill-
ing of the district Youth 
Congress president, Gurlal 
Singh Pehalwan. 

GANGSTER GOLDY BRAR DETAINED IN 
U.S: PUNJAB CM ON MOOSEWALA CASE

GIRL DIES AFTER 
FALLING FROM 
COLLEGE BUILDING

PUNJAB GOVERNMENT TO SPEND  
RS 8.97 CR FOR LUDHIANA AND 
GOBINDGARH DEVELOPMENT 

NIA arrests Ludhiana court 
blast conspirator Harpreet Singh 
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Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann 

Harpreet Singh 

Security forces with the hexacopter drone.
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Harpreet Singh, an ab-
sconding December 2021 
Ludhiana Court build-
ing blast conspirator and 
wanted terrorist, was ap-
prehended at Delhi airport 
shortly after his arrival 
from Kaula Lumpur, Ma-
laysia, according to the Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA). An associate of 
Lakhbir Singh Rode, a Pak-
istan-based self-styled chief 
of the International Sikh 
Youth Federation (ISYF), 
Harpreet was one of the 
conspirators of the Decem-

ber 2021 Ludhiana Court 
Building blast along with 
Rode. The massive bomb 
blast killed one person and 
injured six others. Harpre-
et, a resident of Punjab’s 
Amritsar district, was ar-
rested on Thursday at In-
dira Gandhi International 

Airport here, soon after he 
arrived from Malaysia. The 
case was initially registered 
on December 23, 2021, by 
Punjab Police, and the NIA 
re-registered it on January 1 
this year.

“Investigations revealed 
that Harpreet Singh, alias 
Happy Malaysia, an associ-
ate of Lakhbir Singh Rode, 
was one of the conspira-
tors of the Ludhiana Court 
Building blast, along with 
Rode,” said the NIA in a 
statement. Acting on the di-
rections of Rode, Harpreet 
coordinated the delivery 
of the custom-made im-

provised explosive device 
(IED), which had been sent 
from Pakistan to his India-
based associates, that was 
used in the Ludhiana Court 
Complex blast, said the 
NIA. Harpreet was also in-
volved and wanted in vari-
ous cases, including the 
smuggling of explosives, 
arms, and narcotics.

Previously, the NIA had 
declared a reward of Rs 10 
lakh on Harpreet Singh, 
against whom a non-bail-
able warrant had been is-
sued by the special NIA 
court and a lookout circu-
lar had been issued. 

A student from a private col-
lege in Yamunanagar died 
after falling from the third 
floor of the college building.
Yamunanagar city police 
SHO Kavaljit Singh said that 
they received information 
that a student had fallen 
from the college building. 
“The girl was shifted to the 
nearest hospital, where 
she was declared dead. She 
was a student at MLN Col-
lege. The reason behind the 
incident is yet to be investi-
gated,” said SHO Kavaljit 
Singh. The police are inves-
tigating the matter.

The Punjab government, led 
by Chief Minister Punjab 
Bhagwant Mann, is constant-
ly working to ensure that the 
people of the state have access 
to basic services.Working in 
this direction, Local Govern-
ment Minister Dr. Inderbir 
Singh Nijjar said that the 
Punjab government has de-
cided to spend approximate-
ly Rs 8.97 crore on develop-
ment works at Ludhiana, 
Gobindgarh, and Sangrur. 
The department has begun 
the office process for these 
projects.

More specifically, Local 
Government Minister Dr. 
Inderbir Singh Nijjar stated 
that approximately Rs 2.98 
crores will be spent for the 
reconditioning of the hum-

bran road in Ludhiana from 
Session Chowk to Haibowal 
Chowk. Similarly, a Cabinet 
Minister stated that Rs 3.02 
crore will be spent on the 
construction of a community 
centre and a playground in 
Ludhiana’s village Daba.

Apart from this, beautifica-
tion of Rajbha will be done 
with tiles and chain link fenc-
ing in front of Shanti Nagar at 
MC Gobindgarh, along with 
the laying of interlocking 
tiles and RCC pipes in the 
streets of different wards. 
Approximately Rs 1.48 crore 
will be spent on it. He stated 
that, in addition to the exist-
ing primary health care cen-
ters, the Health Clinic/Aam 
Aadmi Clinic at Bazigar Basti 
Dhuri will be strengthened, 
and labourers will be hired 
in Sangrur.

IN THE COURTS
ANIL DESHMUKH’S BAIL 
PLEA DEFERRED TILL  
6 DECEMBER
MUMBAI: The Bombay High Court on 
Friday postponed the hearing on the 
bail petition filed by former Maha-
rashtra Home Minister and National-
ist Congress Party (NCP) leader Anil 
Deshmukh till 6 December in connec-
tion with the Rs 100 crore extortion 
case filed by the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI). The CBI has opposed 
the bail plea. Earlier on 29 November, 
the High Court had deferred the bail 
plea hearing to 2 December. The 
former Maharashtra Home Minister 
on 26 October moved the Bombay High 
Court for bail in connection with the 
case after a special CBI court rejected 
Deshmukh’s bail plea on 21 October. 
Earlier, rejecting the bail application of 
Anil Deshmukh, the CBI court said that 
in this case, the statement of public wit-
ness Sachin Waze has been recorded.

COURT FINDS RAPE,  
MURDER ACCUSED OF  
LATIVAN TOURIST GUILTY 
OF ALL CHARGES
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: A court in 
Kerala on Friday found the two men 
arrested for raping and killing a Latvian 
tourist guilty of all charges imposed 
on them. The police said that both the 
accused, identified as Udayukumar 
and Umesh have been found guilty on 
all charges and said that the 33-year-
old victim was drugged before she 
was raped and murdered. The Latvian 
tourist was found missing from Varkala 
on March 14, 2018, and her decapitated 
body was found on April 20, 2018. The 
Inspector-General (IG) of the Police 
and the Investigation Officer of the 
case, P Prakash underscored that the 
lack of an eye witness, days-old body 
and heavy rain added to the challenges 
faced by the police in nabbing the ac-
cused persons.
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‘none of china’s business’: uS 
on military exercises with india

exercise.” India on Thursday rebuffed China’s 
objection to the US-India joint military exercise.  

In a weekly media briefing by the official 
spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs, Arin-
dam Bagchi said, “These exercises going on with the US 
in Auli has nothing to do with the 1993 and 1996 agree-
ments. The Chinese side needs to reflect and think about 
its own breach of these agreements. India exercises with 
whomsoever it chooses and it doesn’t give a veto to third 
countries on this issue.” 

Speaking on a Pentagon report on China and Beijing’s 
warning to American officials not to interfere in its rela-
tionship with India, Bagchi said, “In our relations with 
the US we will not let anybody veto it. No one can have 
a veto on India-US ties, China needs to look into its own 
breaches. We want disengagement and de-escalation,” he 
said after China pointed to breach of 1993 and 1996 LAC 
pacts with India over military exercise with the US in 
Auli.

It will help both countries to counter China by endors-
ing each other. The 15-day exercise will focus on high alti-
tude, extremely cold climate warfare.

Exercise Yudh Abhyas is conducted annually between 
India and USA with the aim of exchanging best practices, 
Tactics, Techniques and Procedures between the armies 
of the two nations.

The previous edition of the exercise was conducted at 
Joint Base Elmendorf Richardson, Alaska (USA) in Octo-
ber 2021, read the Ministry of Defence press release.

uS-france bold message to 
‘assertive’ china pleases india 
would help step up pressure on China amid its grow-
ing activities aimed at increasing influence in the Indo-
Pacific and other regions at the cost of the sovereignty 
of other countries. “The two powerful nations pledging 
to work together to check China’s challenge is a positive 
development from India’s perspective,” sources, who 
were keeping a close eye on Biden-Macron meeting in 
Washington, told The Daily Guardian. “The reaction 
from China shows the panic that the joint statement has 
caused in Beijing,” sources added. “The relationship 
between the United States and France should not harm 
the interests of a third party,” the Chinese foreign minis-
try said following a meeting between the US and France 
Presidents.

Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian made the comments 
on Friday following the release of a joint statement 
from Joe Biden and Emmanuel Macron that said their 
countries would cooperate to address “China’s chal-
lenge” to the international order. “China is an oppor-
tunity for the world,” Zhao said. “Neither the United 
States nor France should make an issue of China.”

Earlier, the joint statement said the US and France 
were committed to strengthening their partnership in 
the Indo-Pacific region to “advance prosperity, security 
and shared values based on a rules-based international 
order”. “Around the world, France and the United States 
are working to strengthen stability and security. We 
share the same vision in the Indo-Pacific. We’re looking 
for an Indo-Pacific that’s free and open, prosperous and 
secure,” Biden said during a joint press conference with 
Macron. “And we’re going to continue to strengthen our 
cooperation to defend core international principles in 
the Indo-Pacific, including freedom of navigation and 
freedom of overflight.”

Sources say that Chinese officials see the meeting be-
tween Biden and Macron as the US’ on-going attempts 
to ramp up solidarity with its allies in response to rivalry 
and competition from Beijing. What India is interested 
in is that all the powerful countries must keep signalling 
to China from time to time that its activities in violation 
of rule-based international orders are on the radar of the 
global community. The international community’s state-
ments must echo India’s views on growing Chinese ag-
gression across various geographies including the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC) as well, sources said. The focus 
of the major powers must continue to be on China de-
spite all the diversions like Ukraine, say officials.

Diplomats, who were in touch with their counterparts 
in Washington and Paris, told this newspaper that Biden 
and Macron elaborately discussed several issues related 
China’s challenge in the Indo-Pacific. The message is 
that the issue of Beijing’s aggressive agenda is of para-
mount importance. The two countries would continue 
to focus on fine-tuning and implementing the strategy to 
deal with Beijing’s belligerence. More countries includ-
ing India would be giving valuable inputs during the fu-
ture meetings.   

nia takes over mangaluru 
cooker blast probe 
N Shashikumar, Mangaluru Police Commissioner said, 
the case which was with Mangaluru City police will be 
investigated by NIA. 

“On Wednesday doctor certified that the accused is now 
fit to be questioned. So our investigating officer and their 
team questioned him on certain inputs, which were to be 
taken up in the investigation. We received instructions 
from our chief office that the case is being transferred to 
NIA and we have finished the formalities. They are tak-
ing up the case for further investigation. Henceforth, the 
case which was with Mangaluru City police will be inves-
tigated by NIA,” said Shashikumar on Thursday. 

The auto-rickshaw exploded leading to injuries to both 
the passenger, Mohammed Shariq, who was carrying a 
pressure cooker bomb made IED and the autorickshaw 
driver Purushottam Poojari. The cooker bomb was de-
signed to carry out a large-scale attack to fuel communal 
tensions in the coastal region and in the state.

The NIA has started its investigation under the provi-
sion of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act and in-
vestigating officers have started questioning the main ac-

cused Shariq as the state police have found his links with 
the Islamic State (IS) in its investigation, and he had radi-
calised his schoolmates, Syed Yasin and Muneer Ahmed, 
and introduced them to IS as well. 

‘Why only Hindu gods face such 
treatment?’ 
this vandalism?” Annamalai asked. 

He further added that there is rampant corruption in 
the Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments De-
partment. “Ancient jewellery and ornaments of deities 
are being melted and turned into gold bars, paving the 
way for corruption. The DMK is continuously disre-
specting spiritual beliefs. It will neither be forgiven by 
the people nor the gods. The training duration for temple 
priests has been reduced to a year from five years and it is 
condemnable,” he said.

DMK is trying to impose their ideology on the tradi-
tions and spiritual mutts, the BJP state chief alleged, 
adding that it is the responsibility of the government to 
preserve the culture, tradition, belief and the agama rules 
even if they are atheists.

The BJP state head asserted that the DMK is attempt-
ing to force its ideology on traditions and spiritual mutts, 
adding that it is the duty of the government to uphold 
agama regulations even if they are atheists.

Devotees were also irked over workers affixing a CCTV 
camera on the face of an idol. 

A total of 55 CCTV cameras have been fixed inside the 
temple by the police in view of the Karthigai Deepam 
festival which is expected to draw up to 30 lakh devotees 
due to the festivities being held for the first time after the 
pandemic, this year.

As Deepam day, December 6, is also the anniversary 
of the demolition of the Babri Masjid, police “are taking 
extra precautions to ensure that nothing untoward hap-
pens,” an official said. 

It was this “extra precaution” which resulted in a CCTV 
camera being fixed on the face of the Dwara Palaka 
(guardian deity) on the five storeyed, 70-foot-high Kattai 
gopouram inside the historic temple. The temple has four 
main gopurams and 5 smaller gopurams.

When the plaster started crumbling and the face be-
came disfigured, devotees raised a hue and cry resulting 
in the camera being removed after officials who rushed 
to the spot inspected the damage and ordered the camera 
be taken away. The damage to the figurine was also re-
paired immediately with plaster.

“Will such ill-informed officials be able to do the same 
in a church or mosque?” Arun Kumar a devotee asked. 
“Don’t officials understand that such acts hurt the reli-
gious sentiments of devotees,” he added.

Asked about this Collector B Murugesh said, “I am yet 
to look into the matter as arrangements for the Deepam 
have taken priority as deepam day draws near. However I 
will instruct temple officials to ensure that such incidents 
are not repeated.”

new twist: ‘aaftab busy in 
playing chess in tihar Jail’
the custody of Delhi Police which is putting together the 
pieces of the murder. One of the investigators in the case 
even said that Aaftab is very clever and a “new twist” can 
be expected in the case. 

According to sources, Aaftab shares his jail cell with 
two more inmates who frequently play a game of chess 
on the chess board available in the cell. Often Aaftab 
keenly observes the games of the two other inmates and 
whenever he gets a chance he plays both the white and 
black pieces. He is the single player and he strategises 
and plays both sides himself, says sources. 

“The vicious Aaftab is fond of chess and he prepares 
different strategies and plays the board from both ends,” 
sources said, adding that he is a “good player, in this 
game of checkmate”. Both the undertrials who share 
Aaftab’s cell have been accused in a theft case and accord-
ing to sources they have been asked to keep a close watch 
on him. 

Sources said, “Aaftab does not converse much with 
them. He just keeps playing chess alone in jail for hours”. 
The jail sources also informed that Aaftab plans his own 
moves against himself and that is something the Delhi 
Police have been suspicious of from the very beginning 
“Aaftab is very cunning. His every move seems part of 
a well-planned conspiracy and as if he is playing alone 
from both ends...” 

As per the sources, during the course of the investiga-
tion, taking note of his calculated moves a senior officer 
of the Delhi Police had even stated, “sometimes it seems 
that the investigating officer is not us but the accused 
Aaftab, at whose behest the Delhi Police department is 
going places, and it is evident in the way the police has 
got entangled in his already woven story.” 

As per the police sources, “This is the reason why dur-
ing initial investigation, the police took the help of a 
psychologist to get to know his mind, and later sought a 
narco analysis test.” 

“It is difficult to believe anything about him”, the police 
sources said. 

Earlier, talking to news agency, one of the investiga-
tors in the case told that Aaftab is very clever and can do 
anytime to bring a new ‘twist’ to the case. He further said 
Aaftab has totally followed what the police told him to 
do. He confessed his crime, co-operated with police, and 
agreed to the polygraph and narco test. But now the po-
lice are becoming suspicious about his “good” behavior. 

Initially, Aaftab was trying to misguide the Mumbai 
Police. But, once the case came under the jurisdiction of 
Delhi Police, he started confessing his crime. The police 
say they suspect it to part of his “devious” scheme. 

The Tihar Jail Authority has also said that in view of 
the danger to Aftab inside the jail, “special vigil is being 
kept around his cell”, adding, “Aftab neither talks much 
to anyone nor does he mingle”. 

According to jail officials, Aftab eats and sleeps on time 
as if he has no remorse for his actions. “It seems from his 
actions that the murder of Shraddha Walkar was also a 
part of a deeper conspiracy like his chess strategies,” the 
jail sources stated. 

aaftab’s polygraph, narco test 
responses same: delhi police
the senior official. Police are yet to find the skull of Shrad-
ha and other remaining parts of the body even as a search 
is going on for the same. Police said, “We have enough 
evidence to prove Poonawala guilty and are awaiting dig-
ital footprints and evidence to correlate and join the dots 
between the missing links so far.” 

However, police stated that they have found more evi-
dence in connection with the case which cannot be di-
vulged at this moment as it may hamper the ongoing in-
vestigation. 

ed searches in 16 locations 
across 3 metros 
They are Securekloud Technologies Limited, Pro Fin 
Capital Services Limited, Quantum Global Securities 
Limited (QGSL), Unity Global Financial Services Pvt 
Limited, and Desert River Capital Pvt Ltd. In this mat-
ter, the searches conducted led to the seizure of Rs 1. 04 
crore in cash, gold and diamond jewellery, the identifica-
tion of immovable properties of more than Rs 30 crore 
and other movable assets in various demat accounts as 
well as the seizure of incriminating documents and digi-
tal evidence. 

The agency has initiated a money laundering investi-
gation on the basis of an FIR filed on February 02, 2019, 
which was filed by Suresh Venkatachari, the promoter 
and CEO of Securekloud Technologies Limited. 

PMLA investigation revealed that the directors and 
beneficial owners of these share brokerage and financial 
services companies have transferred the shares worth 
Rs.160 crore off-market and subsequently sold the same 
to generate huge proceeds of crime, the agency said in a 
statement on Friday. 

“The investigation also revealed that the complaint 
lodged by the Promoter of STL was misleading as he 
and his CFO are involved in the larger conspiracy of the 
cheating public by way of inflating the books of the com-
pany, diverting funds of the company to the unrelated 
business activities of the companies having stakes of CFO 
and CEO of STL (Securekloud),” it added.

ed arrests cm Baghel’s deputy 
Secy in illegal mining case
Mahasamund. ED found Rs 4 crore in cash during the 
raids in, besides unaccounted jewellery and gold too was 
recovered. The sources said that government officials 
were running an alleged extortion racket by imposing il-
legal levies and collecting Rs 25 per tonne from coal sup-
pliers. 

congress has a slave mentality: 
pm modi 
He was speaking at a campaign rally at Sojitra town in 
Gujarat’s Anand district where voting will take place in 
the second phase of the state Assembly elections on 5 De-
cember.

“The Congress has a problem not only with Sardar Pa-
tel but also with the unity of India because their politics 
is based on the policy of divide and rule while Patel be-
lieved in uniting everyone. Due to this stark difference, 
Congress never considered Sardar Patel as their own,” 
the PM said.

The Congress’s “policy” of inciting one community, 
caste or religion against another weakened Gujarat, 
Prime Minister Modi said.

“Congress people had worked with the British for sev-
eral years (ahead of Independence). As a result, the party 
absorbed all the bad habits of the British, such as this pol-
icy of divide and rule and the slave mentality,” he added.

The opposition party’s leaders avoid visiting the Statue 
of Unity, Patel’s statue and memorial in Narmada district, 
he alleged.

“Just because the statue has been built by Modi, Patel 
became untouchable for you? I am sure that people of 
Anand district will punish Congress for insulting Sardar 
Patel,” the PM added.

clarion call from mp Kartikeya 
Sharma for ‘parshuram 
mahakumbh’: all is welcome
Many young BJP leaders have been entrusted with the re-
sponsibility of successfully organizing this Mahakumbh.  
Besides, the BJP MPs, ministers and MLAs of the Brah-
min community will also participate in this. The Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar will mark his presence in 
the programme as chief guest. 

Kartikeya Sharma, who reached Rajya Sabha with 
the support of BJP, is continuously active in the politi-
cal spheres which led to a stir in other opposition parties. 
BJP is also seeing great possibilities in him. Everyone is 
familiar with the fact he is a bigwig of the community 
and most likely to woo the voters from the community 
to come up in the support of the BJP.  It is evident from 
the ongoing scenario that the party will give him a big re-

sponsibility in the coming days. 
A few days ago, Kartikeya Sharma also participated 

in the program organized in this regard at Brahmin 
Dharamshala located in Pillukhera Mandi.

The Brahmin community has a significant role and in-
terference in the politics of the state. Caste equations have 
always played a pivotal role in all elections with the Brah-
min community playing the dominant role.  No party 
seems in a position to ignore the voters of the community. 
Although, BJP has a sizable chunk of vote bank among 
the voters of the community. But the ruling faction and 
the community have been on eyeball to eyeball confron-
tation over a string of issues. The party witnessed a mild 
displeasure of the people of the community. The Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal is believed to come up with huge 
announcements for the community. 

Now through this ‘Mahakumbh’, the party is putting its 
best to woo the Brahmin community. At present, there 
are many veteran leaders of the Brahmin community in 
the BJP namely, Rambilas Sharma Ram, MPs Ramesh 
Kaushik, Arvind Sharma, D.P. Vats and Moolchand 
Sharma who hold the portfolio of the state transport 
minister.  

indian constitution a feminist 
document: cJi 
and hegemony their communities had on society. As a 
result, the idea of democracy itself was controlled by the 
elites of society. Voting rights were denied to women and 
members of the marginalized communities because the 
elite did not want to share the power with them,” the CJI 
added. 

Justice Chandrachud said, “The idea of a universal 
adult franchise is not just a political idea, it’s a social 
idea and vision at its core.  The introduction of universal 
adult franchise was truly a revolutionary idea at the time 
when such a right had recently been extended to wom-
en, people of color, working class in supposedly mature 
western democracies.” 

“In this regard, our Constitution was a feminist docu-
ment as well as an egalitarian and socially transforma-
tive document, it was a break from the colonial and pre-
colonial legacy. The boldest move adopted by the Indian 
constitution that was a product of Indian imagination. 
Universal Adult Franchise was a solid determination of 
India’s founding leaders to create a democratic state. The 
Indian experiment with the Universal Adult Franchise 
contradicts all myths against it. Therefore, we must re-
ject every form of elite understanding of the democratic 
process which we keep hearing constantly that only ed-
ucated are better decision makers,” he said.

He added how Indian social leaders, such as Jyotiba 
and Savitribai Phule, coming from the marginalized 
communities demanded equal citizenship for the op-
pressed and started initiatives that could educate the 
masses about their rights. He spoke about the idea of 
universal adult franchise was deliberated and included 
in the constitutional discourse, leading to the drafting 
of India’s constitution, as well as how the idea of Pan-
chayati Raj along with UAF led to the deepening of In-
dia’s democracy. 

power lies with citizens in 
democracy: Vp dhankhar 
it is essential to keep our national interest above all. This 
does not end here. ”

The Vice President added that we must rise to the occa-
sion. “We must keep one thing in mind that is the interest 
of Bharat.”

Dhankhar also said that in a democracy people must 
protest, debate…but there should be a mechanism. “Par-
liament and Constitution of India provide us a legitimate 
platform,” he added.  

The Vice President, as the chief guest, was addressing 
the 8th Dr L M Singhvi Memorial Lecture hosted by the 
OP Jindal Global University (JGU), on the theme ‘Univer-
sal Adult Franchise: Translating India’s Political Trans-
formation into a Social Transformation’. Chief Justice of 
India Y. V. Chandrachud also attended the function.   

The Lecture commemorated the life and work of diplo-
mat, jurist, lawyer, and Parliamentarian L M Singhvi. 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal with Rajya Sabha MP at 
the 8th Dr L M Singhvi Memorial Lecture.

(From Left to Right) The CJI Y.V. Chandrachud, Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar and  Rajya Sabha MP Abhishek Manu Singhvi. 

Tamil Nadu HR&CE minister Sekar Babu has re-
sponded to the question raised by NewsX on the CCTV 
placed at the deity’s face in Tiruvannamalai 

He said that the incident was condemned when the 
incident was brought to me. “I insisted to take immedi-
ate action on it and within few hours the cctv camera 
was been removed.” Due to security reasons, the CCTV 
placement is been going on at 210 temples in Tamil 
Nadu.
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suspension order

Kerala High Court on 
Friday dismissed the 
appeals filed by the 

state government and the 
victim seeking to cancel the 
anticipatory bail granted to 
suspended Congress MLA 
Eldhose Kunnappilly, in con-
nection with a rape case.

A woman had in October 
this year lodged a rape and 
attempt to murder com-
plaint against the Perum-
bavoor MLA, on the basis of 
which a case was registered 
against him. The Additional 
Sessions Court of Thiruva-
nanthapuram granted Kun-
nappilly anticipatory bail on 
21 October.

Following this, both the 
complainant and the Kerala 
state government approached 
the High Court seeking to 
cancel the anticipatory bail 
granted to him in the case.

In its appeal, the Kerala 
State Government contended 
that custodial interrogation is 
necessary.

“The long-standing rela-
tionship between the accused 

and the victim ran into rough 
weather when she was raped 
and physically assaulted sev-
eral times by the accused. 
While granting anticipatory 
bail, the lower court should 
have considered whether 
a prima facie case existed 
against the petitioner on the 
basis of the materials placed 
before the Court. Instead, the 
lower court based its conclu-
sions only on the complaint 
given by the de facto com-
plainant before the Commis-
sioner of Police, Thiruvanan-
thapuram pursuant to a man 
missing complaint,” the state 
government had contended.

The MLA was also sus-
pended from the Kerala 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (KPCC) and District 

Congress Committee (DCC) 
membership for six months 
because of accusations lev-
elled against him.

“The KPCC leadership has 
assessed the explanation 
given by the MLA was not 
satisfactory. Considering 
the concessions given by the 
court in its verdict allowing 
anticipatory bail and the 
need to perform his duties 
as a legislative member in 
his constituency, KPCC has 
suspended him from KPCC’s 
and DCC’s day-to-day affairs 
for a period of six months. 
Party will observe him in 
this period and further ac-
tion will be decided accord-
ingly,” KPCC president K 
Sudhakaran had said in the 
suspension order. 

TDG NETWORK
Kochi  

HC dismisses appeals against 
Congress mla’s bail in rape Case

Congress MLA Eldhose Kunnappilly

AIADMK interim general secretary Edappadi Palaniswami 

in tamil nadu 

aiadmK stages protest 
against priCe rise and 
power tariff HiKes

All India Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (AIADMK) 
on Friday staged a hunger 
protest against price rise, 
power tariff hikes, property 
tax hikes in Coimbatore.

AIADMK interim gen-
eral secretary Edappadi 
Palaniswami took part in 
the protest. Earlier on 16 
September, AIADMK interim 
general secretary Edappadi 
Palaniswami alleged that the 
MK Stalin family dominates 
the administration and he is a 
“puppet” chief minister.

Palaniswami, popularly 
known as EPS, stated that the 
state needs one chief minister 
while it is being run by nearly 
four heads of the government.

Addressing the party work-
ers during the protest, he 
said, “One State should have 
only one CM, but Tamil Nadu 
has around four of them with 

the Stalin family dominating 
the administration. Stalin just 
acts as a puppet CM.”

The AIADMK leader con-
demned the price hike of the 
power tariffs and said that 
the DMK government “has 
not done anything good” for 
the people of the state.

“DMK government didn’t 
do any good things to the peo-
ple of Tamil Nadu. AIADMK 
strongly condemns this price 
hike. One state should have 
only one CM whereas Tamil 
Nadu has around four Chief 
Ministers. The Stalin family 
dominates the administra-
tion and Stalin just acts as a 
puppet Chief Minister. Be-
cause of the EB price hike, 
people are struggling.” The 
party is holding a statewide 
protest against the hike. The 
former ministers and party 
MLAs participated in the 
protest and demanded from 
the Stalin government to roll 
back the decision. 

TDG NETWORK
coimbatore 

longest marCH indeCent tweets

raHul gandHi resumes 
bHarat Jodo Yatra in mp

Case registered against 
SP media cell for 
‘derogatory’ remarks

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi-led Bharat Jodo Yatra 
resumed from Jahanara vil-
lage in the Ujjain district of 
Madhya Pradesh on Friday.

It entered Madhya Pradesh 
on its 77th day on 23 Novem-
ber. Notably, the yatra will 
pass through 7 districts in 12 
days in the state.

Earlier, while addressing a 

public meeting in Ujjain, Ra-
hul Gandhi attacked BJP-led 
Centre and said that people 
who work hard to earn their 
living do not get anything 
from the government.

“India has always been a 
country of Tapaswi (ascetics). 
In Hinduism, Tapaswis are 
always worshipped. Be it bar-
bers, gardeners, small trad-
ers, shopkeepers, labourers, 
or farmers -- all do Tapasya 
for their entire lives,” he said.

Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) on Thursday 
lodged a case against the 
Samajwadi Party (SP) me-
dia cell allegedly for mak-
ing derogatory remarks 
against the RSS through 
its official Twitter ac-
count.

The case was registered 
on the complaint of RSS 
volunteer and advocate 
Pramod Kumar Pandey at 
Lucknow’s Vibhuti Khand 
police station. The com-
plainant alleged that the 
tweets from the SP media 
cell’s official handle were 
“highly objectionable”.

Pandey said, “Crores of 
swayamsevaks are asso-

ciated with the RSS and 
through the tweets, a con-
spiracy has been hatched 
to disturb social and com-
munal harmony.”

“I lodged FIR against 
Samajwadi Party’s media 
cell for posting objection-
able and indecent tweets. 
There was mention of the 
alleged practice of 377 on 
children in the name of 
sports in Sangh. There 
must be some leaders in-
volved and I want their ar-
rest,” he further said.

According to police, a 
case against unknown 
persons under section 
505(2) of the Indian Penal 
Code and section 67 of the 
Information Technology 
Amendment Act 2008 
has been registered. 
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Brigadier Pradeep Yadu (Retd.) and Naik Ravindra Yadav (Retd.) 
join Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in Ujjain on Friday. 

examining waYs

sexual assault

uttaraKHand 
govt extends 
tenure of uCC 
Committee

poliCe 
arrests 
sCHool bus 
driver for 
raping woman

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment has extended the ten-
ure of its Uniform Civil Code 
Committee by six months, 
said officials on Friday.

the committee, headed 
by former Supreme court 
judge, justice (retired) 
ranjana Prakash Desai, was 
formed to examine ways for 
the implementation of the 
Uniform civil code (Ucc). 
the committee can submit 
its report to the government 
by 27 may, 2023.

the panel has so far 
visited more than 30 places 
to gather suggestions from 
people. 

the committee has re-
ceived more than 2.25 lakh 
suggestions so far.

The Karnataka Police have 
arrested a bus driver of a 
private school for allegedly 
raping a woman on the pre-
text of dropping her home.

The arrest took place on 
Thursday. Deputy Commis-
sioner of West-Bengaluru 
Police, Laxman B Nimbara-
gi, informed that a sexual as-
sault case was registered on 
Tuesday evening at Chandra 
layout wherein a 35-year-
old woman alleged that the 
driver of a school bus took 
her to a secluded place, on 
the pretext of dropping her 
home, and raped her.

“A sexual assault case was 
registered on the evening 
of 29 November at Chan-
dra Layout police station. 
The 35-year-old victim had 
asked for a drop from a pri-
vate school bus driver and 
on the pretext of dropping 
her home, he took her to a 
secluded place where he 
allegedly raped her,” Nim-
baragi said.

He also added that the 
victim had taken a photo 
of the bus and had sent it 
to her son. “Later, the po-
lice received information 
about the incident when 
the victim, her son and her 
son’s friends got into a fight 
with the accused, “ the DCP 
added.
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in KasHmir

probe underwaY

suggestion

Police submit 
chargesheet against 
13 TRF militants

Inspired by TV 
woman kills another 
to fake own death

Hindus should get 
girls married at 18-20 
years: AIUDF chief

The Special Investiga-
tion Unit (SIU) in Srinagar 
on Friday submitted a 
chargesheet against 13 ter-
ror accused before the NIA 
court, the Jammu and Kash-
mir Police informed through 
a press release.

“Special Investigation 
Unit (SIU) Srinagar of 
Jammu and Kashmir Police 
presented (a) chargesheet 
against 13 accused persons 
before Hon’ble NIA Court, 
Srinagar,” the release stated. 
As per the release, the po-
lice had registered FIR No 
127/2022 on May 28, 2022, 
under sections 7 and 25 of 

the Arms Act and Sections 
13, 18, 19, 20, 38, 39 of the Un-
lawful Activities Prevention 
Act (UAPA) at the Parim-
pora police station.

The police had received 
credible information about 
the presence of active ter-
rorists of The Resistance 
Front (TRF), an off-shoot of 
the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), 
in a few residential houses 
of Barthana in Qamarwari 
area, the release stated.

While six persons were ar-
rested initially, and one more 
alleged terrorist named 
Shariq Wani was nabbed 
later. The seven accused 
were remanded to judicial 
custody and are currently 
lodged in different jails.

A woman and her lover have 
been arrested for allegedly 
killing another woman to 
fake her own death, the po-
lice said on Friday.

The accused woman was 
inspired by a television 
show, officials said. Accord-
ing to the police, the accused 
woman, identified as Payal, a 
resident of Badhpura village 
- about 15km from Greater 
Noida, befriended the victim 
and killed her with the help 
of her partner, Ajay Thakur.

She also planted a suicide 
note in her own name, and 
tried to pass it off for a sui-
cide, the police said.

Officials said that the de-
ceased worked at a mall in 
Gaur City area of Greater 

Noida, and knew Ajay.
The accused revealed dur-

ing questioning that the vic-
tim was of a similar build 
as Payal, and so the plan 
was hatched to fake Payal’s 
death.

Ajay took the victim to Pay-
al’s house, where her throat 
was slit and her face distort-
ed using acid and hot oil.

She managed to pass the 
body off for her own even 
with her remaining family 
and later escaped with her 
partner. “Payal’s family be-
lieved it to be her body and 
also cremated it,” the police 
said. The matter, however, 
came to light when the vic-
tim’s family lodged a missing 
complaint with the police. 
The police launched a probe 
and detained Payal and Ajay 
on suspicion.

All India United Demo-
cratic Front (AIDUF) chief 
Badruddin Ajmal on Friday 
said that Hindus should 
adopt the Muslim formula 
and get their children mar-
ried at a young age.

“Muslim men marry at 
the age of 20-22, and Mus-
lim women also marry at 
18 after the permissible age 
by the government. On the 
other hand, (Hindus) keep 
one two or three illegal wives 
before marriage, they don’t 
give birth to babies, enjoy 
themselves and save mon-
ey...,” the AIDUF chief said. 
When asked about claims 
that the Muslim population 
was increasing the AIDUF 
chief said, “After the age of 
40 they get married under 
parental pressure... So, how 
can one expect that they will 
bear children after 40? If you 
sow in fertile land then only 
you can bear good crops. 
There will then be growth.”

Ajmal said, “They (Hindus) 
should also follow adopt the 
formula of Muslims and get 
their children married at a 
young age, get them married 
at the age of 20-22, get the 
girls married at 18-20 years 
and then see how many chil-
dren are born... “

AIUDF chief Ajmal also 

responded to recent Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma’s comments 
on “Love Jihad” with refer-
ence to the Shraddha Walk-
er murder case that had 
gripped the national capital 
recently.

“Chief Minister is one of 
the top leaders of the coun-
try today. So, who is stopping 
him, you also carry out four 
to five ‘Love Jihad’ and take 
away our Muslim girls. We 
will welcome it and won’t 
even fight. It will also be seen 
how much power you have,” 
Ajmal said.

Assam CM had recently 
said that there was an ele-
ment of ‘love jihad’ in the 
Shraddha Walkar case. 
Sarma had last month said 
that India needs a Uniform 
Civil Code and a law against 
‘love jihad’. During the road-
show in Delhi ahead of the 
Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi elections, the Assam 
Chief Minister said “India 
does not need a person like 
Aaftab (Shraddha murder 
case accused) but a person 
like Lord Ram, a leader like 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.” Meanwhile, the AI-
UDF chief Ajmal today said 
also urged the Waqf board to 
allow Hindu girls to study in 
colleges being opened solely 
for Muslim girls.
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in biHar

2 Constables, 5 inmates arrested for 
Having liquor partY inside loCK-up

As many as five inmates and two con-
stables were arrested for having a liquor 
party while in the custody of the excise 
department in Paliganj city of Patna dis-
trict in Bihar, said police on Thursday.

Notably, the liquor prohibition law 
has been in force in the state for the last 
several years. According to the police, 

five persons were arrested by the Ex-
cise Department on Tuesday afternoon 
and kept in custody at the excise police 
station. On the same night, they were 
provided with liquor inside the jail 
premises and they started a party.

Paliganj sub-divisional police officer 
(SDPO), Awadhesh Dixit said that one 
of the arrested persons made the video 
of the party and sent it to his family 
members saying that there is no prob-

lem in police custody. The video went 
viral on social media and it also reached 
the senior officials of Patna.

After receiving the video, the Paliganj 
police station under the leadership of 
SDPO raided the excise police station 
and arrested all the accused, the police 
said. Those arrested were identified 
as Kundan Kumar, Chandan Kumar, 
Shahanshah Ansari, Ramji Manjhi and 
Sanjay Manjhi. 
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top of the day

vp dHanKHar 
paYs Homage 
to soldiers at 
KoHima war 
CemeterY
Kohima:  Vice President 
jagdeep Dhankhar on 
Friday laid a wreath at the 
Kohima war cemetery 
and paid homage to the 
soldiers who died in the 
line of duty in nagaland 
during world war ii.
Vice President jagdeep 
Dhankhar met nagaland 
chief minister neiphiu rio 
and interacted with the 
State’s governor jag-
dish mukhi, and Deputy 
chief minister Yanthungo 
Patton at raj bhavan 
in Kohima on thursday. 
taking to twitter Vice 
President’s secretariat 
said yesterday, “hon’ble 
Vice President, jagdeep 
Dhankhar interacted with 
the hon’ble governor of 
nagaland, @jagdishmukhi, 
hon’ble chief minister of 
nagaland, @neiphiu_rio, 
hon’ble Deputy chief 
minister, @YanthungoPat-
ton and the council of 
ministers of nagaland 
at raj bhavan in Kohima 
today.”

assailants 
open fire wHile 
robbing a 
JewellerY sHop
hYDerabaD : two people 
were injured after un-
known assailants opened 
fire and looted a jewellery 
shop in chaitanyapuri 
Police limits in hyderabad, 
police said. the incident 
took place on thurs-
day night at mahadev 
jewellery in the Sneha-
puri colony. two burglars 
barged into the shop and 
looted it at gunpoint. in a 
bid to flee after the crime, 
the assailants shot the 
owner and another, the 
police sources confirmed.
Speaking about the inci-
dent, rachakonda com-
missioner mahesh bhag-
wat said: “there were two 
accused. one person wore 
a white helmet and the 
other was wearing a cap 
and covering his face with 
a scarf.

assam govt 
reCruits five 
new Commando 
battalions to 
beef up seCuritY
gUwahati: the assam 
government has taken a 
key step to strengthen the 
state security mechanism 
by recruiting five newly 
raised commando battal-
ions. the indian army will 
train these assam Police 
commandos at seven dif-
ferent locations. the inau-
gural ceremony of assam 
Police training will be held 
at narangi cantt on Friday. 
assam DgP bhaskar jyoti 
mahanta and senior army 
officials will attend the 
programme.

one dead after 
bus overturns 
Hitting divider
chittoor: a tragic 
road accident claimed 
a life while twenty other 
passengers were injured 
when a private travel bus 
overturned after crash-
ing in the divider on the 
national highway in the 
chittoor district. the de-
ceased has been identified 
as Vijay. the incident took 
place on thursday at mid-
night on the bengaluru 
and Vijayawada national 
highway at Palamaneru 
cattle farms.

new Delhi: in view of the upcoming 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions and state assembly elections, congress party has 
taken a big decision for the selection of a special day for 
bharat jodo Yatra. according to sources, the congress 
has decided that the bharat jodo Padyatra, which started 
from Kanyakumari on 7 September, will conclude on 26 
january in Kashmir. “in fact, the congress was going to 
end this yatra by hoisting the tricolour in Srinagar on 20 
February, but now under the new strategy, rahul gandhi 
will conclude his yatra by hoisting the tricolour in Sri-
nagar on republic Day,” said sources. after 26 january, a 
plenary session of the congress will also be held before 7 
February, in which the name of congress Party President 
mallikarjun Kharge will be approved, after which the new 
congress working committee will be formed.

‘Congress liKelY to ConClude 
bHarat Jodo Yatra on republiC daY’



On 3 December 1984, 
India woke up to one 
of the worst indus-

trial disasters in Bhopal in 
the state of Madhya Pradesh 
in central India. The acci-
dent happened due to the 
leak of 27 tons of methyl iso-
cyanate (MIC) in a pesticide 
plant at the outskirts of city 
of Bhopal. MIC is a chemi-
cal used in the manufacture 
of polyurethane foam, pes-
ticides and plastics. Thou-
sands died, many injured 
and a number of women 
delivering children with de-
formities in the aftermath of 
the incident.  Independent 
India was just 37 years old 
at the time, the economy 
was not in good shape, and 
disaster management pro-
tocols were untested or 
non-existent. The country 
was also struggling after the  
assassination of then Indian 
Prime Minister, Indira Gan-
dhi same year on October 
31 which resulted in the re-
venge riots in many parts.  

The pesticide manufactur-
ing plant was owned and 
operated by Union Carbide 
India Limited (UCIL) which 
was subsidiary of Union 
Carbide Corporation (UCC) 
with headquarters in the 

USA. UCIL was listed on 
Calcutta Stock Exchange, 
with Keshub Mahindra as 
the non-executive Chair-
man of UCIL Board. Shares 
were held by Indian public, 
FII’s and majority (50.9%) 
was with the UCC. Multiple 
cases were filed in differ-
ent courts and the Central 
Bureau of Investigation, 
India’s premier investigat-
ing agency, was asked to 
investigate and fix criminal 
accountability. Late Warren 
Anderson, then Chairman 
of UCC, came to India to as-
sess the ground reality and 
landed in Bhopal knowing 
well the anger was mount-
ing on the ground. However, 
the government of Madhya 
Pradesh escorted him out of 
the city to avoid assaults by 
the angry citizens. 

India was going through 
an economic downturn. 
However, there was no 
dearth of concerned fellow 
citizens who came forward 
to help the victims. These 
included young students in 
premier institutions who 
left their careers and devot-
ed their lives to rehabilitate 
the impacted citizens living 
in the proximity of the ac-
cident site. They continue 
working for victims and 
have become the part of the 
community there. 

There were multiple litiga-
tions till 1986 when Govern-
ment of India filed civil suit 
against UCC. The litigation 
finally reached the Supreme 
Court (SC) of India in 1988. 
Rajiv Gandhi’s government 
at the Centre agreed to 
settle with UCC and UCIL 
in the Supreme Court for a 
compensation of US$ 470 

million. The compensation 
was paid within a few days 
by UCC and UCIL. This 
resolved all civil cases and 
quashed the criminal pro-
ceedings. 

Later in 1994, UCC was 
also allowed to sell its stake 
in UCIL to Mcleod Russel 
India Limited for ~US$90 
million and UCIL was re-
named Eveready Industries 
India Limited, a company 
that still exists today. The 
amount realized after the 
sales of UCC shares was re-
tained in India and utilized 
to build a multispecialty 
hospital in Bhopal to treat 
impacted survivors free of 
cost and this hospital con-
tinues to work and serve 
the victims. In 2001, Dow 
acquired UCC globally as a 
wholly owned subsidiary. 

Has Bhopal moved on 
since then?  No!

The accident site in Bho-
pal is in the same state to-
day.  The rusted plant and 
machinery, hanging wires, 
overgrown weeds, the 
chemical raw material in 
rotten bags and much more 
remains at the site. Since 
then, Bhopal has also wit-
nessed 38 monsoons and 
it is believed that some of 
the chemicals leached and 
polluted the sub soil water. 
In a recent representation 
by the NGO’s working in 
the area has written to the 
state government to expand 
piped water supplies as 29 
additional colonies in vicin-
ity has organochlorine con-
tamination in the ground 
water. 

While the settlement 
was done under the court’s 
watch, the issue was opened 
again in 2010. A curative 
petition was filed in SC by 
Government of India to seek 
an additional compensation 
of over US$1Bn (about Rs. 
8000 crore). So, the liabil-
ity which was considered 
closed opened again.

Both the Central and the 
State Governments continue 
to commit resources to en-

sure that welfare schemes 
remain uninterrupted for 
the survivor victims. Mad-
hya Pradesh Government 
has dedicated department 
of Bhopal Gas Tragedy Re-
lief and Rehabilitation. The 
NGOs are adding their best 
efforts to support the survi-
vors. However, there is no 
closure of the accident for 
people of Bhopal to move 
on. 

The accident has had eco-
nomic and reputational im-
pact as well. 

In December 1984, when 
the accident happened, a 
team of senior executives of 
Monsanto were already in 
India to explore the possi-
bilities of joint investments 
in manufacturing one of 
their herbicides with Hin-
dustan Insecticide Limited 
(HIL), a Government of In-
dia’s enterprise. The discus-
sion got stalled and never 
progressed.

India has been an energy 
deficit country with major 
dependence on thermal 
power to meet its require-
ments. There is an urgent 
need to diversify into better 
technologies, sources and 
to reduce the carbon foot 

prints. Nuclear energy is 
one of the important com-
ponents of the strategy and 
energy mix. US corporation, 
General Electric was to set 
up nuclear power plant in 
Andhra Pradesh. It never 
saw the light of the day as 
the company expected Gov-
ernment of India to create 
the statutory provision in 
the law to cap the liability. 
EDF, a French corporation 
has yet to make progress on 
proposed nuclear plant in 
Maharashtra and liability is 
one of the areas of difference 
between EDF and Govern-
ment of India. Dow could 
not pursue their ambitious 
manufacturing plans in In-
dia as Bhopal issue remains 
unresolved. Most recently, 
India did not get the COVID 
vaccines from global health-
care companies who wanted 
to be indemnified from any 
future liabilities from the 
use of their vaccines.  

Resolution of this issue is 
important. We, as nation, 
need to demonstrate our 
solution-based approach 
and bring finality to the is-
sues to move on. Compen-
sation to Bhopal needs to 
be adequate, final and to be 

decided quickly. We have 
adequate technological 
competence to remediate 
the site, dismantle the plant 
and clear the soil surface to 
stop further leaching of the 
chemicals, if any. We surely 
do not want to forget those 
who lost their lives - the ac-
cident site can be converted 
into a memorial. And  state 
of the art research center 
for industrial safety and the 
training institute at the site 
can not only provide the 
learning from the accident 
but also avoid any future ac-
cidents as we move into an 
industrial economy. More 
and more people are going 
to work in the manufactur-
ing sector, focus on safety 
is paramount. Bhopal must 
be remembered and known 
as the center of learning on 
industrial safety and excel-
lence and people of Bhopal 
deserve this.

Rakesh K Chitkara has led pub-
lic policy practice for major US 
corporations including Abbott 
Lab, General Electric, Dow 
Chemical and Monsanto. He is 
also Group Advisor to Indian 
Chamber of Food and Agricul-
ture

Impact of Bhopal gas 
tragedy still continues
Thousands died, many injured and a number of women delivered children with 
deformities in the aftermath of the Bhopal gas tragedy that happened on 3 December 1984. 
After 38 years, most of us have forgotten the terrible shock, but for some pain still remains. 

Not very optimistic 

Bhopal Gas traGedy

Israeli film maker Nadav Lapid who headed the 
jury at the recent International Film Festival in 
Goa has declined to take back his comments on Vi-
vek Agnihotri’s, ̀  Kashmir Files’ and continues to 
maintain that what he expressed about the movie 
was his professional opinion. Lapid had stated that 
the said film was merely a propaganda and did 
not depict the sufferings of the Kashmiri Pandits 
who had to leave their homes after being targeted 
selectively by religious fanatics. The film maker’s 
remarks created a huge controversy and many in 
the film industry were outraged that he was at-
tempting to minimize the tragedy of the Kashmiri 
Pandits. However, in an interview to a website, he 
said that he had criticized the movie and not the 
people who had gone through so much suffering 
and hardships. He empathized with them and was 
offering an apology to them but not to the mak-
ers of this film. The question which arises is that 
there are many movies made in the West which are 
also sheer propaganda. Even the coverage of the 
Ukraine -Russia conflict in multiple channels is 
one sided and inaccurate. The movies which were 
made after the second world war, over played the 
heroics of the allied forces and depicted the axis 
forces in a very poor light. Comics and novels writ-
ten about the war were full of propaganda value 
which later found its way in newspaper articles in 
leading papers regarding the negative aspects of 
the erstwhile Soviet Union during the cold war in 
particular. The makers of the Kashmir Files claim 
that every incident shown in the movie was well 
researched and based on facts. Without question-
ing them, one can always argue that if there were 
certain discrepancies in the said movie on account 
of picturization or on how the characters were 
handled, they should be appreciated for their criti-
cal value. What has happened in Kashmir in the 
past three decades is very shameful and the man-
ner in which Kashmiri pandits have been treated 
by their own Kashmiri brothers belonging to an-
other community was highly condemnable. The 
Pandits in the valley are not safe at all and if many 
of them are declining to return back despite the 
Centre’s assurances, it is because they fear for their 
life. As it is, the Pandits became refugees in their 
own country and it is a matter of deep anguish for 
the rest of the countrymen. Such things should 
not happen to anyone. The reality of Kashmir has 
unfolded before the entire world and there is no 
way, the perpetrators can be defended. Neverthe-
less, one needs to learn to take critical comments 
regarding the movie in one’s stride. Film making 
is an art which has evolved over a period of time. 
A lot depends on how the subject is handled and 
shown on the screen. Sometimes a forceful point 
can be made in subtle manner. Those connected 
with the Kashmir Files may have had the best in-
tentions in bringing the truth out into the open. 
The criticism of their effort does not in any way 
minimizes the great tragedy. Nadav Lapid had 
been invited to head the jury in Goa. However, 
those who disagree with his perspective, should 
not see the movie through his prism but with their 
own understanding of the issues involved. He has 
expressed his views but they need not be seen as 
the final word on this matter or the film. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Debate over film  

Nadav lapid 
refuses to chaNGe 
opiNioN reGardiNG 
Kashmir files

As the government was out 
with the quarterly economic 
data on Wednesday last, it 
has thrown many insight 
into the present state of af-
fair of the economy. India’s 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) showed 6.3 per cent 
during the July-September 
(Q2) quarter—below the ex-
pectation. Other data only 
shows that the pain may be 
more acute in the coming 
days. 

synopsis
l The Q2FY23 growth mod-
erated sharply from the pre-
vious quarter that was driv-
en by the lockdown-related 
low base a year ago. The Q2 
GDP growth at 6.3% vs GVA 
(Gross Value Added) growth 
at mere 5.6% depicted higher 
taxes adjusted for subsidies. 
However, the tepid GVA 
growth reflected mixed be-
haviour of secondary and 
tertiary economy. 
l  While manufacturing 

disappointed on account of 
margin compression, led by 
rising input costs, services, 
especially in contact inten-
sive services led by trade 
hotels and Trade & Com-
munication (T&C) continue 
to enjoy post Covid normali-
sation. Private GVA growth 
also slowed to 5.6%, while 
public sector contribution to 
GVA growth fell to 0.9 per-
centage points (3.2ppt in Q1).
l The expenditure side was 

led by private consumption, 
although the pace moderat-
ed, while Gross Fixed Capital 
Formation (GFCF) also grew 
healthy 10.4%. But the gov-
ernment consumption con-
tracted, while net exports 
remained a significant drag 
to growth. 
l Going ahead, even as re-

covery in domestic economic 
activity is yet to be broad-
based, protracted global 
drags in the form of still-
elevated prices, shrinking 
corporate profitability, de-
mand-curbing monetary pol-
icies and diminishing global 
growth prospects weigh on 
output. This will put pressure 
on domestic growth story, 
which still lacks next lever of 
secular growth. Downside 
risks are increasing to 7% 
forecast for FY23.

Growth trend 
mixed 
Q2 GVA growth slowed 

expectedly to 5.6%, led by 
sharp contraction in manu-
facturing sector even as con-
tinued strength in services 
sector acted as a growth buf-
fer. However, GDP growth 
grew a tad better than our 
expectations at 6.3% largely 
reflecting higher net taxes 
adjusted for subsidies. Nom-
inal GDP at 16.2% implied 
the deflator grew at ~9.9% 
in Q2. On the production 
side, growth disappointed 
in manufacturing, partly 
owing to margin compres-
sion, both sequentially and 
on YoY basis amid higher 
input costs even as the top 
line continued to grow at a 
healthy pace. Construction 
rose 6.6% while electricity 
demand remained resilient. 
Services (9.3%) continued 
to enjoy the impact of nor-
malisation, especially in 
contact intensive services 
led by trade hotels and T&C. 
Financial, real estate sector 

moderated sequentially as 
well, possibly led more by 
real estate amid higher input 
cost and higher cost of capi-
tal. Public admin, defence, 
others etc. have also slowed, 
partly reflecting slower 
public sector revenue ex-
penditure. Agriculture grew 
healthy 4.6%, while Private 
GVA growth slowed to 5.6%. 

slowinG private 
and Government 
consumption
Q2 GDP through the expen-
diture lens has private con-
sumption once again as the 
leader, albeit at a slower pace 
of 9.7% YoY. This was largely 
expected, as the positive base 
effects of the previous quar-
ter wear off, Urban and ru-
ral consumption indicators 
have also shown some diver-
gence, with urban consump-
tion doing better than rural. 
Government consumption 
declined by over 4% YoY, 

which implies that the gov-
ernment’s revenue expendi-
ture slowed with the focus 
on capital spending. GFCF 
grew at just over 10%, with 
the Centre again leading in 
the public sector, while state 
capex continued to be slug-
gish. In terms of the exter-
nal sector, the drag from net 
imports continued, with im-
ports outpacing exports due 
to the sustained rise in global 
commodity prices as well as 
robust domestic demand. 
This was expected, as the 
merchandise trade deficit 
had increased to US$80.2bn 
in Q2FY23 from US$68.2bn 
in Q1FY23 and US$44.8bn 
in Q2FY22.

Growth pressures 
likely to worsen 
Back home, incoming data 
even though slowing, re-
mains better than EM peers. 
Improving contact-intensive 
services amidst stable urban 

consumption demand, could 
continue at a slower pace for 
some more time. However, 
our channel checks depict 
mixed demand trends dur-
ing the recent festive season. 
The formal sector employ-
ment growth seems to be 
slowing, indicated by se-
quential fall in EPFO new 
payrolls and Naukri Job in-
dex. Additionally, subdued 
real rural wage growth may 
further impact rural con-
sumption. Capex indicators 
are healthy with further 
improving capacity utiliza-
tion and signs of new invest-
ment gradually coming in 
with capital goods produc-
tion registering an uptick.  
Yet, the momentum of the 
recovery is still below full 
strength, warranting policy 
support and push of govern-
ment capex. The global price 
disruptions reflect a conflu-
ence of China slowdown, 
and demand curbing global 

policy actions. These pose 
downside risks to domes-
tic economic activity. This, 
in conjunction with higher 
global uncertainty, tighten-
ing global financial condi-
tions, lower corporate prof-
itability and tighter policy 
reaction function of the RBI, 
will further curb domestic 
demand. In this scenario, 
I am assuming the GDP 
growth forecast will be 7.0% 
for FY23, while acknowledg-
ing the rising downside risks 
to the forecast.
Madhavi Arora is the Lead 
Economist at Emkay Global 
Institutional Equities desk. She 
spearheads the Macro research 
for India and major developed 
and emerging nations, focusing 
on policy arena, FX and rates 
and asset allocation strategies. 
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The State Bar Council 
of Punjab and Hary-
ana in the case Sukh-

winder Singh Bhatia v. Bar 
Council of Punjab & Hary-
ana And Or’s observed and 
has informed the Supreme 
Court that the District Lud-
hiana the Bar Council elec-
tion programme which is 
proposed to be conducted on 
16.12.2022, wherein ought to 
have rescheduled in view of 
the fact that the State Bar 
Council is yet to finalise the 
voters’ list.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
and Justice A.S. Oka was 
hearing the matter men-
tioned by an applicant who 
had filed an application 
for stay of the elections. Th 
ebenhc took the matter on 
board and has issued a no-
tice.

On 15.09.2022, it has been 
submitted by the applicant 
that the State Bar Council of 
Punjab and Haryana issued 
the notification for the elec-
tions of the year 2022-2023. 

Further, it was contended 
by him that the same was 
in violation of Rule 6(B)(i) of 
the Bar Associations (Con-
stitution and Registrations) 
Rules, 2015.

The Apex Court on July 12, 
2022 issued a notice to the 
Bar Council of Punjab and 
Haryana in a plea alleging 

that elections are held in 
the District Bar Association, 
Ludhiana without comply-
ing with the provisions of 
the 2015 Bar Associations 
(Constitution and Registra-
tion) Rules, in relation with 
the voters list which com-
prises of non-advocates and 
others without any voting 

rights. The court while issu-
ing the notice that a proper 
voters’ list is to be drawn and 
the election is to take place 
in accordance with the said 
list. The counsel appearing 
for the bench appraised the 
bench that till date the vot-
ers’ list has not been final-
ised and the upcoming Bar 

Council election is to take 
place on the basis of the pre-
vious voters’ list which was 
prepared.

The notice was accepted 
by the Counsel for the Bar 
Council of Punjab and Hary-
ana being present in Court 
and has submitted that that 
with regard to only the Dis-
trict of Ludhiana the voters’ 
list has not been published 
yet. Further, it was submit-
ted by him that the counsel 
was to decide the objections 
to the draft voters’ list by 
30th of November. But on 
November 30, the list with 
objections came to the Bar 
Council. It was also assured 
by him to the bench that the 
State Bar Council is in the 
process of finalising the vot-
ers’ list. However, it has been 
conceded by him that the 
elections programme with 
respect to Ludhiana has to 
be rescheduled, so that the 
dates which are fixed in 
consonance with the time 
period for finalising the list.

Accordingly, the matter is 
next to be heard in the first 
week of January, 2023.

IN COURT

P&H BAR COUNCIL TELLS 
SUPREME COURT: LUDHIANA 
BAR ELECTION HAS TO BE 
RESCHEDULED AS VOTERS’ 
LIST NOT YET READY

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Mangesh 
Shankar v. UoI observed and has asked the 
Centre if any Commission has been formed 
to examine the issue relating to political rep-
resentation of OBCs in Panchayats. Howev-
er, the court asked the Union’s counsel to get 
instructions in a plea seeking a commission 
for this purpose.

The bench comprising of Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud and Justice PS 
Narasimha was hearing the matter.

It has been stated by the petitioner that 
the Article 340 of the Constitution of India 
provides for a designated commission and 
there is no such commission which has been 
constituted till date.

However, the petitioner submitted when 
the CJI enquired about Justice Rohini Com-
mission that so far in relation with the politi-

cal representation is concerned, there is no 
commission. In 2017 after the Mandal com-
mission, there was Justice Rohini commis-
sion for a different purpose. Thus, it does 
not cover empirical data for this purpose of 
political representation.

Adding to which, Justice PS Narasimha 
orally remarked that the political represen-
tation of backward classes requires State 
acts to be amended to have the provisions 
for that. Therefore, all the State acts have 
been amended to include this after the Con-
stitutional Amendment. The political repre-
sentations in panchayats, this is what you’re 
saying, right? Those amendments are being 
bought for.
Accordingly, the CJI directed that the 

counsel appearing for the Union’s to take in-
structions on the factual position of the set-
ting up of a commission. The bench granted 
two weeks for the same.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: 
Centre Asks If Any 
Commission Has Been 
Formed To Examine 
OBC Reservation In 
Panchayats 

TDG NETWORK 

DY Chandrachud, the 
Chief Justice of India while 
dealing with a matter in 
relation to pertaining with 
insurance observed and 
has highlighted that there 
had been a “marked de-
parture” in the way prec-
edents which were cited 
in judgements. The CJI 
stated that while earlier it 
was common for judges for 
referring to cases by nam-
ing the judge who had au-

thored the judgement and 
now it is no longer the case. 
Now by their causetitle, the 
cases are cited.

However, the courtroom 
exchange took place when 
a counsel appearing before 
the CJI noted that he was 
quite surprised to see that 
the division bench had 
named the judge who had 
been authored a precedent 
in its order.
Adding to this, CJI Chan-

drachud remarked that 
in the older judgements, I 

have also noticed in the 
1950s and all, in the Let-
ters Patent Appeal, they 
were being used to say that 
the said appeal arises from 
a judgement of Justice JC 
Shah. Earlier, there has 
been marked departure 
and now we are not refer-
ring to the name of the 
judge. It has been stated by 
the counsel that this could 
also be a reason why se-
nior lawyers remembered 
judgements by the judges’ 
names and not just by the 

name of the case.
It has also been stated by 

the CJI DY Chandrachud 
that I must tell you on a 
very lighter vein, In fact, I 
am very impressed by the 
judgement of a single judge. 
In one of my judgements, I 
mentioned the name of the 
judge. Then the judgement 
was returned by my col-
league otherwise agreeing 
with it, but a little note was 
put by my colleague ask-
ing should we mention the 
name of the judge. So this 

time it was of course in a 
laudatory way but then it 
has been deleted. No, the 
trend is changing, we are 
not having the name of the 
judge. In the earlier judge-
ments, you would see that 
Justice MC Chagla etc 
would always refer to the 
name of the judge but no 
longer.

It was also remarked by 
the counsel that writing 
the name of the judge was 
a very personalised way of 
referring to judgements.

IN COURT

CJI DY Chandrachud: Earlier 
The Judgements Were Cited By 
Mentioning The Name Of Author 
Judge, Now It Has Been Changed

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case National Youth Party 
v. UoI And Anr observed 
and has dismissed the peti-
tion challenging order of the 
Delhi High Court refusing to 
stay the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) elections, 
which is being scheduled to 
be held on 4th December, 
2022 as infructuous.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
and Justice A.S. Oka ob-
served an dhas  noted that 
the elections are on Sunday, 
the bench dismissed the plea.

In the present case, the Del-
hi High Court on 09.11.2022 
had refused to stay the MCD 
elections. It has been stated 
by the Division bench of 
High Court that it is a settled 
position of law that once an 
election notification is pub-
lished, the same cannot be 
stayed by the Court. A notice 
has been issued by the High 
Court in three pleas which 
are filed by National Youth 
Party, one Sanjay Gupta and 
a resident welfare associa-
tion challenging the delimita-
tion of wards of the civic body.

The present plea was 
moved by one Sanjay Gupta 
arguing that the State Elec-
tion Commission has re-
served the Municipal wards 
for population of Scheduled 
Castes in an arbitrary man-
ner. Further, the plea claimed 
that the reservation order 
suffers from the legal infir-
mities and the same has also 
defeated the purpose for in-
serting of Article 243T in the 

Constitution of India.
The Article 243T of the 

Constitution of India states 
for providing reservation to 
Schedule Caste population 
by rotation to different con-
stituencies in a municipality.

Adding to it, the plea stated 
that the base for delimita-
tion of the wards in the 2017 
and 2022 is same (i.e. the 
census of 2011) and the for-
mula for reservation of the 
wards in the year 2017 and 
2022 is also same (i.e taking 
of the highest percentage of 
Schedule Castes in descend-
ing order) and due to the 
said repeated formula the 
Municipal wards remains 
un-rotated and still remains 
reserved in 2022 for Sched-
uled Castes population for 
the MCD election.

However, the number of 
wards have been reduced 
by the Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration (Amendment) Act, 
2022 in the national capital to 
250 from the earlier as it was 
272 and the same are being 
combined the three different 
municipal corporations into 

one. The exercise has been 
completed by the Delimita-
tion and on August 25, a draft 
report was submitted to the 
Centre.

A notification dated Sep-
tember 10 was issued by 
the Centre, wherein fixing 
the total number of seats as 
250, out of which the seats 
reserved for the members of 
Scheduled Caste in the Mu-
nicipal Corporation were 42.

Thereafter, a public notice 
was issued asking the pub-
lic and others for filing their 
suggestions or objections, if 
any, in relation of the said 
Draft Delimitation on or be-
fore October 3. The final noti-
fication dated October 17 has 
been issued by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs.

The High Court in October 
had issued notice in a similar 
plea wherein it was argued 
that the delimitation exer-
cise had been done without 
making of serious changes 
in the formation of wards 
and resulting in complete ig-
norance of the stated relevant 
factors.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: PLEA DISMISSED TO 
STAY MCD ELECTIONS; INFRUCTUOUS, 
ELECTION IS IN 3 DAYS
TDG NETWORK 
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Earlier in August, it 
was reported that the 
Microfinance sector 

was back on track after over-
coming the setback induced 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
with the portfolio of micro-
finance lenders recording a 
double digit growth, and the 
disbursements more than 
doubling from Rs 27,328 
crores to Rs 57, 842 crores. 
This is a shot in the arm for 
rural development because 
the Microfinance sector 
plays a pivotal role in fight-
ing rural poverty by facilitat-
ing access to credit. 

However, like there are no 
roses without thorns, the 
Microfinance sector also 
has a negative side to it. Ac-
cording to the Reserve Bank 
of India’s Malegam Commit-
tee Report (2011), the spe-
cific areas of concern with 
respect to the Microfinance 
sector are the unjustified 
high rates of interest, lack 
of transparency in interest 
rates, multiple lending, up-
front collection of security 
deposits, over-borrowing, 
ghost borrowers, and coer-
cive methods of recovery by 
the Microfinance Institu-
tions. 

Despite the RBI’s Male-
gam Committee Report 
flagging concerns regarding 
the Microfinance sector, the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
has left the Microfinance 
sector largely unregulated to 
date. In India, Microfinance 
Institutions can be broadly 
classified into not-for-prof-

it, mutual benefit, and for-
profit Microfinance Institu-
tions. The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), however, only 
regulates for-profit Micro-
finance Institutions (i.e., 
the Non-Banking Financial 
Companies and the NBFC-
MFIs). 

In the past, the Union Gov-
ernment attempted to bring 
all the Microfinance Institu-
tions under the regulation 
of the Reserve Bank of In-
dia, but to no avail. Unfor-
tunately, the Micro Finance 
Institutions (Development 
and Regulation) Bill, 2012 
which was introduced in the 
Lok Sabha lapsed when the 
15th Lok Sabha dissolved. 

To overcome this long-
standing regulatory vac-
uum, a few State Govern-
ments have enacted laws to 
regulate all Microfinance 
Institutions by dubbing 
them as Moneylenders. In 
2011, the Government of 
Andhra Pradesh legislated 
the Andhra Pradesh Micro 
Finance Institutions (Regu-
lation of Moneylending) 
Act. In 2020, the Govern-
ment of Assam legislated 
the Assam Micro Finance 
Institutions (Regulation 
of Money Lending) Act, 
2020. The Governments of 
Kerala and Gujarat did not 
legislate any special law to 
regulate Microfinance In-
stitutions but mandated all 
Microfinance Institutions to 
register themselves under 
the respective State Mon-
eylenders Act. Apart from 
these State Governments, 

an overwhelming majority 
of State Governments in In-
dia do not regulate Microfi-
nance Institutions. It is also 
intriguing to note that, even 
among the above mentioned 
enactments, only the Assam 
MFI Act, 2020 addresses all 
the concerns highlighted by 
the Malegam Committee 
Report, comprehensively. 
While the provisions of the 

Andhra Pradesh MFI Act, 
2011 do not explicitly deal 
with the issues of multiple 
lending, over-borrowing 
and ghost borrowers, the 
Gujarat and Kerala Money-
lenders Act limits itself to 
regulating the interest rates 
and punishing coercive re-
covery practises.

Further, all these State 
enactments also create 

legal complications. The 
for-profit Microfinance In-
stitutions (i.e., NBFCs and 
NBFC-MFIs) face double 
regulation in the above 
mentioned States because 
they are now regulated both 
by the State Governments as 
well as the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI). 

Recently, in the case of Ne-
dumpalli Finance Company 

Limited v. State of Kerala & 
Ors (2022)  the Supreme 
Court intervened and held 
that the Kerala Money 
Lenders Act, 1958 and Guja-
rat Money Lenders Act, 2011 
will have no application on 
the Non-Banking Financial 
Companies (NBFC) that are 
regulated by the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI). It is, 
however, unclear if this rul-

ing will also be applicable to 
the Non-Banking Financial 
Companies (NBFC) that are 
required to register them-
selves under special laws 
like the Andhra Pradesh 
Micro Finance Institu-
tions (Regulation of Mon-
eylending) Act, 2011 and 
the Assam Micro Finance 
Institutions (Regulation of 
Money Lending) Act, 2020.  

In the case of NBFC-MFIs, 
uncertainty looms large as 
they not only face double 
regulation but also operate 
in a regulatory framework 
in which regulations made 
by multiple regulators are 
in direct conflict with each 
other. On one hand, the 
State enactments prescribe 
the maximum interest rate 
that could be charged by the 
Microfinance Institutions; 
while on the other, the RBI 
Master Directions dated 
March 2022 does away with 
the caps on the rate of inter-
est that could be charged 
by the NBFC-MFIs. These 
complications land Microfi-
nance Institutions in a soup. 

Therefore, in order to 
overcome – the regula-
tory vacuum in the States 
where Microfinance Insti-
tutions are not regulated 
by the State Governments, 
some State enactments’ in-
comprehensive addressal 
of the issues flagged by the 
Malegam Committee Re-
port, double regulation of 
for-profit Microfinance In-
stitutions, contradictions 
between the RBI Master 
Directions and the State en-
actments; the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) must come up 
with an exhaustive frame-
work that brings all the Mi-
crofinance Institutions in 
India under its regulation. 
(The author works as a Research 
Assistant at the School of Policy 
and Governance, Azim Premji 
University) Views expressed are 
strictly personal and not of the 
organisation. 

The Reserve Bank of India ought to bring all 
Microfinance Institutions under its Regulation 
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JEHOSH PAUL

India has the world’s largest 
democracy where there is 
multi-party parliamentary 
system and free elections 
which give right to vote to 
every adult citizen of India. 
Recently, Hon’ble Mr. Justice 
KM Joseph, who is heading 
the Constitution Bench, 
hearing petitions seeking 
independent mechanism to 
appoint Election Commis-
sioners in Anoop Baranwal 
v. Union of India, WP(C) No. 
104/2015 expressed strong 
disagreement with the stand 
of the Election Commission 
of India that the right to vote 
is a mere statutory right 
and not a constitutional 
right. While highlighting 
the words “shall be entitled 
to be registered as a voter at 
any such election” of the Ar-
ticle 326 of the Constitution, 
Justice Joseph remarked that 
the right to vote emanates 
from the Constitution itself. 

This bears testament to 
the significance of the right 
to vote by citizen of India ir-
respective of his criminal an-
tecedents. Per contra, the le-
gal system in India excludes 
prisoners from the voting 
rights. This shows that the 
checks and balances of dem-
ocratic rights or the human 
rights differ for the prison-
ers in temporary imprison-
ment and police detention 
eliminate their constitution-
al rights. However the con-
temporary societal notion 
for prisoners should be the 
reformative structures but 
here the Indian legal system 
deprive the citizens even the 
undertrials from their con-
stitutional voting rights. 

Article 326 of the Constitu-
tion of India embodies the 
right to vote in the following 
words- 

“The elections to the House 
of the People and to the Leg-
islative Assembly of every 
State shall be on the basis of 
adult suffrage; but is to say, 
every person who is a citizen 
of India and who is not less 
than twenty one years of age 
on such date as may be fixed 
in that behalf by or under 
any law made by the appro-
priate legislature and is not 
otherwise disqualified un-
der this constitution or any 
law made by the appropriate 
Legislature on the ground of 
non residence, unsoundness 
of mind, crime or corrupt or 
illegal practice, shall be en-
titled to be registered as a 
voter at any such election”

Furthermore, the Article 
21 of Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights (UDHR) 
and Article 25 of Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) 
supplement equal voting 
rights of the citizens so that 
they can express their will 
to elect their representative. 
It vividly states the descrip-
tion “Everyone has the right 
to vote without any distinc-
tion on the basis of race, 
caste, color, status, language, 
religion, sex, political or any 
other opinion, national or 
social origin.”

Similarly, there are other 
various international con-
ventions like The Ameri-
can convention, European 
convention and the African 
chatter on the human rights  
in support of the voting 

rights  which states the free-
ly participation of every in-
dividual in the government 
election. Countries like Eu-
rope, Switzerland, Finland, 
Norway, Denmark, Ireland, 
the Baltic States, and Spain 
already allow prisoner vot-
ing. This should be seen as 
the reformative, rehabilita-
tion and reintegration to 
the society mainly for the 
prisoners as mentioned in 
the Hirala Mallick vs. State 
of Bihar (1977). 

Here the question arise 
that if a person imprisoned 
is obligated to pay taxes 
then Why he is deprived 
of his Voting rights? (Pilk-
ington 2018) This gives 
a clear view that an indi-
vidual does not have his 

absolute citizenship rights. 
This practice of barring in-
dividuals from their voting 
rights who are convicted for 
the crime known as Felony 
disenfranchisement. This 
Deprivation comes from an 
archaic concept which is 
known as civil death. This 
issue of disenfranchise-
ment in India ought to be 
dealt with the Section 62(5) 
of Representation of people 
Act, 1951 which prohibits 
the voting rights of the con-
victed person. Elaborately, 
with the Supreme Court 
Judgment in the State of 
Andhra Pradesh vs. Chal-
la Ramkrishnan Reddy 
(2000) explains that the 
person convict or under tri-
al will also deprived of their 

constitutional rights.
There  are  divergent 

views of the High Courts 
in respect of voting rights 
of undertrial.  The Orissa 
High Court, in Sri Ramesh 
Chandra Jena @ Ramesh 
Jena versus State of Orissa 
& Others (2010), allowed a 
member of the state legis-
lative assembly to exercise 
his franchise by way of par-
ticipating in voting process 
for Rajya Sabha elections. 
In Banwari Lal Kushwaha 
versus State of Rajasthan 
(2016), however, the Rajas-
than High Court refused to 
permit a member of the as-
sembly, who was in prison 
and under police custody, 
to vote in the Rajya Sabha 
elections. Further, in the 

case of Minister of Home 
Affairs vs. NICRO where 
they emphasized on the 
democratic supremacy 
where right to vote was 
used to entrench and mar-
ginalize the majority of peo-
ple of our country which 
is the progressive idea. 
Whereas, according to the 
records of criminal justice 
system, maximum number 
of dalits, tribals and other 
weaker section people are 
imprisoned in the jails and 
majority of them are un-
dertrials. Delay in the ju-
dicial procedures affecting 
the country’s unity which 
has been up bring with the 
same legislation in the past 
history to protect the rights 
of these sections.

However, critically ana-
lyzing the issue evidently 
proved the worse condition 
of prisoners. 

Already they are at the 
vulnerable stage where 
they are struggling with 
the conditions of Indian jail. 
Instead of making them to 
be alive by providing voting 
rights where they can prac-
tice the right of expression 
and be the part of our soci-
ety. We are pushing them 
back with the denial of their 
rights and addressing them 
with civil death. The author 
strongly recommends the 
judicial system should in-
tervene in constitutional 
or statutory rights of the 
prisoners who are in the 
temporary custody or the 
undertrial prisoners.  As 
per the settled legal prin-
ciple which mention that 

“A person is innocent until 
proven guilty”, this  laid 
stress that the judiciary 
should differentiate among 
prisoners, undertrials and 
those in lawful police cus-
tody. Therefore, legislation 
should not be imposed with 
the direction to punish the 
violators, but there should 
be the reformative or reha-
bilitation practices in the 
prisons, so that being in a 
prison does not cease their 
human rights. 

Understanding the pris-
oner a human being is a so-
cial responsibility and tak-
ing away such rights is the 
breach of a social contract 
which disrupts the rights of 
the person who are already 
struggling with their trials 
and delay in justice. The 
democratic culture brings 
equal and fair electoral 
rights but the arbitrary no-
tion for prisoners does not 
allow them to enjoy equal 
rights in the confined state. 

DEMOCRACY

Enfranchisement of Voting Rights for Prisoners
TDG NETWORK 



Constant rage against Chi-
nese authorities among lo-
cals against zero-covid poli-
cy may lead to a crackdown 
in the country by Xi Jinping 
as things have changed dra-
matically in China since the 
last time protests against 
the central government oc-
curred in so many places at 
the same time in students in 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square, 
said John Pomfret who was 
the bureau chief of The 
Washington Post in China 
from 1997-2003.

Describing his experience 
of the era of China back then, 
Pomfret said that he was also 
in China a decade later, on 
25th April, 1999, when tens 
of thousands of Falun Gong 
practitioners surrounded 
the Zhongnanhai leadership 
compound in Beijing and 
staged a peaceful sit-in pro-
test, The Washington Post 
reported. China’s internal 
security apparatus monitors 
hundreds of millions of arti-
ficial-intelligence-enabled 
public cameras across the 
country, with a budget that 
exceeds that of the military. 

Armies of human and algo-
rithmic censors can access 
smartphone apps used by 
Chinese citizens to commu-
nicate, travel, and buy neces-
sities.

Chinese police have also 
used billions of dollars in 
anti-riot equipment that 
was not available to security 
forces in 1989, and which 
provides coercive suppres-
sion without opening fire 
on crowds. Less than three 
months after Xi Jinping se-
cured his historic third term 
as the Chinese leader at the 
20th National Congress, the 
“Blank Paper Revolution” 
over the zero Covid policy, 

has hit the second-largest 
economy in the country.

Writing for the InsideOver 
publication, columnist Fed-
erico Giuliani argued that 
the Chinese President is fac-
ing an unprecedented crisis.

China has faced wide-
spread criticism over the 
latest crack-down on dem-
onstrations held against 
stringent Covid policies de-
ployed by the government 
since the start of the pan-
demic.

Over the weekend, thou-
sands of people in Shanghai 
began publicly protesting 
the government’s strict Co-
vid-19 measures .

The US has designated four terrorists of al-Qaeda in the Indian 
Subcontinent (AQIS) and Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP), 
as global terrorists and stated that the Biden administration 
is committed to ensuring that terrorist groups do not use Af-
ghanistan as a platform for international terrorism.

“The US is committed to using its full set of counterterrorism 
tools to counter the threat posed by terrorist groups operating 
in Afghanistan, including al-Qa’ida in the Indian Subcontinent 
(AQIS) and Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP), as part of our 
relentless efforts to ensure that terrorists do not use Afghani-
stan as a platform for international terrorism,” US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken said in a statement. “The Department 
of State designated four AQIS and TTP leaders as Specially 
Designated Global Terrorists (SDGTs) under Executive Order 
(E.O.) 13224, as amended, for their leadership roles in their 
respective groups,” he added.

The list of designated terrorists includes Osama Mehmood the 
emir of AQIS, Atif Yahya Ghouri the deputy emir of AQIS and 
Muhammad Maruf, responsible for AQIS’ recruiting branch. 
The State Department has also designated the deputy emir of 
TTP Qari Amjad, who oversees operations and militants in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province.

As a result of these actions, all property and interests in 
property of those designated that are subject to US jurisdic-
tion are blocked, and all US persons are generally prohibited 
from engaging in any transactions with them.
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rebellion

Why ‘blank-Page 
revolution’ oF 
China matters

China’s crackdown on anti-COVID protests has prompted 
calls from the global community to stand beside the protest-
ers and take action against the Chinese authorities.

US media reports said blank sheets of paper, held by pro-
testors, have become a symbol of a mass uprising being 
witnessed against the Communist-ruled strict zero-COVID 
policy. Writing for the American Magazine National Review, 
columnists Jianli Yang and Bradley Thayer argued that the 
legacy of the blank-page revolution will be long. They also 
contended that its implications are multifaceted and likely 
lit the fuse of a larger revolution that will yield a free China.

In a joint op-ed, Yang and Thayer say that Xi Jinping will do 
everything in his power to reignite fear in his comrades and 
in the people and to promote his image as that of an invincible 
great leader who knows best.

“The international community should use all available 
means to support pro-democracy forces and to deter the Bei-
jing regime from resorting to force, and especially to prevent 
another massacre on the scale of Tiananmen,” they write.

University students across the country gathered on their 
campuses to demonstrate, and that night, hundreds of people 
in Wuhan, where Covid-19 originated, Chengdu, Beijing, and 
other large cities, took to the streets.

The protest in Shanghai was in response to a November 24 
fire at an apartment building in Urumqi, the capital of China’s 
northwest Xinjiang region, in which at least 10 people were 
killed.

The Tehreek-i-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) this 
week called off the 

ceasefire with the govern-
ment, posing a serious 
challenge for the newly ap-
pointed army chief General 
Asim Munir.

TTP ended the ceasefire 
agreed with the government 
in June and ordered fighters 
to stage attacks across the 
country, the Dawn news-
paper reported on Monday. 
“As military operations are 
ongoing against mujahideen 
in different areas [...] so it is 

imperative for you to carry 
out attacks wherever you 
can in the entire country,” 
the banned outfit said in a 
statement.

The Islamic group’s violent 
campaign had been picking 
up pace in recent months, 
with the most significant 
attack coming in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s (KP) Lakki 
Marwat district last month, 
in which at least six police-
men were martyred.

According to Dawn, the 
Quetta attack signals the 
new beginning of a violent 
post-ceasefire campaign by 
the TTP, unless the security 
establishment and political 

leadership start to nip this 
evil in the bud.

The TTP, a Pakistani off-
shoot and close ally of the 
Afghan Taliban, is listed as 
a foreign terrorist organi-
zation by the United States 
and the United Nations. Ac-
cording to UN estimates, it 
has between 4,000 to 6,500 
fighters in Afghanistan. Its 
spread is beyond the tribal 
belt, to Pakistani cities.

Armed terrorists on No-
vember 16 ambushed a 
police patrol in KP, killing 
all six policemen. Local of-
ficials told Al Jazeera the 
incident took place when 
the police vehicle was fired 

upon in the city of Lakki 
Marwat, about 200 km 
from the provincial capital 
of Peshawar.

In another incident, two 
soldiers were killed in a 
shootout with terrorists in 
the Hilal Khel area in Bajaur. 
Such clashes are routine in 
the difficult-to-govern ter-
rain that borders Afghani-
stan, where TTP finds 
refuge, according to Inter-
national Forum For Rights 
And Security (IFFRAS).

The failure of the federal 
and provincial governments 
to curb militancy has unset-
tled the people’s lives. Pro-
tests of a unique kind have 

gained ground with people 
who want peace from TTP’s 
depredations.

The Shehbaz Sharif gov-
ernment’s response, how-
ever, has been to jail the 
protestors. People accuse 
the government of having 
failed to curb the TTP cad-
res, IFFRAS reported. For-
eign observers also report 
collusion between the ter-
rorists and the government.

TTP fighters were largely 
routed into neighbouring 
Afghanistan, but Islamabad 
claims the Taliban in Kabul 
are now giving the TTP a 
foothold to stage assaults 
across the border. 

troublesome  

ttP’s CeaseFire Call oFF Poses 
Challenge For Pak Coas munir
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People demonstrating against China’s Zero Covid Policy.

People protesting while holding blank papers in Beijing.

The UN Security Council 
(UNSC) has condemned the 
attack on a religious school in 
Afghanistan that resulted in 
the killing of at least 20 stu-
dents and wounding dozens 
of other people. “The mem-
bers of the Security Council 
condemned in the strongest 
terms the heinous terrorist at-
tack on innocent students and 
children at the religious school 
in Aybak, in the Samangan 
province, on 30 November,” 
the UNSC statement said on 
Thursday. Wednesday’s at-
tack resulted in the deaths of at 
least 20 students and children, 
and a dozen wounded.

“The members of the Secu-

rity Council expressed their 
deepest sympathy and con-
dolences to the families of 
the victims, and they wished 
a speedy and full recovery 
to those who were injured,” 
UNSC said.

The 15-member Security 
Council underscored the need 
to hold the perpetrators of the 
attacks accountable, the state-
ment added.

They urged all States, in 
accordance with their obli-
gations under international 
law and relevant Security 
Council resolutions, to coop-
erate actively with all relevant 
authorities in this regard. 
The members of the Security 
Council reiterated that any 
acts of terrorism are criminal 
and unjustifiable.

CritiCism

UNSC condemns 
attack on school 
in Afghanistan

strong measures 

US deputes AQIS, 
TTP leaders as 
global terrorists

China’s Covid PoliCy

Rage on Zero-Covid policy 
may prompt crackdown

survey

Children’s chances to study 
plunges to 24 per cent 
since Taliban takeover

The economic and politi-
cal situation of Afghanistan 
has only gone worse since 
the Taliban took control of 
the country in mid-August 
last year while the Afghans’ 
viewpoints of children’s 
opportunities to study and 
flourish plummeted to 24 
per cent, a Gallup survey 
said on Thursday.

A year after the coun-
try’s political upheaval, the 
people of Afghanistan have 
given up hope for themselves 
and future generations, ac-
cording to the findings of 
the survey, Khaama Press 
reported. According to the 
survey, less than one-fifth of 
Afghans (19 per cent) are sat-
isfied with their educational 
system or schools in 2022, 
tying the lowest level of 
satisfaction reported in any 
country Gallup has polled in 
16 years.

With widespread poverty 
and unemployment in Af-
ghanistan, the situation for 
the country’s future genera-
tion, the children, have dete-
riorated as some are forced 

into marriages for dowries 
while others are forced to 
work as children.

According to the survey 
findings, only 27 per cent of 
Afghans believe children are 
treated with the dignity and 
respect they deserve, while 
gender inequality has grown 
in response to reports of gen-
der persecution, according 
to Khaama Press.

Afghanistan is currently 
grappling with a serious hu-
manitarian crisis as accord-
ing to international assess-
ments, the country now has 
the highest number of people 
in emergency food insecurity 
in the world, with more than 
23 million in need of assis-

tance and approximately, 
95 per cent of the popula-
tion having insufficient food 
consumption.

Moreover, the situation of 
human rights in Afghani-
stan has worsened since the 
collapse of the Afghan gov-
ernment and the Taliban’s 
return to power in August 
last year.

Additionally, the Ukraine 
crisis has had a massive im-
pact on the rise in food costs 
and how it was out of reach 
for many Afghans. Although 
the fighting in the country 
has ended, serious human 
rights violations continue 
unabated, especially against 
women and minorities. 

Students in  a  school in Afghanistan.

China PolitiCs

Zemin’s death illustrates Weakening oF 
CCP, Paving Way For JinPing’s one-man rule

The demise of Jiang Zemin il-
lustrates the shrinking num-
ber of voices within the Chi-
nese Communist Party who 
can speak opposing views 
to leader Xi Jinping, paving 
way for Xi’s supremacy over 
the CCP.

Jiang’s death, announced 
on Wednesday, underscores 
Xi Jinping’s one-man rule 
as dissenting voices within 
Communist Party have been 
weakened by a long purge 
against his faction (Jiang Za-
min), reported Nikkei Asia. 
Xi launched a sweeping anti-
corruption campaign imme-
diately after taking the par-
ty’s reins, bringing down one 
member of Jiang’s faction af-
ter another. He consolidated 
power that had been spread 
among party heavyweights 
into his own hands.

Jiang has been China’s 

president for much of the 
1990s and led the country’s 
transformation toward a 
market economy. Jiang and 
his close ally, former Vice 
President Zeng Qinghong, 
helped Xi rise to party leader 
10 years ago.

Jiang and his allies were at 
odds with then-President 
Hu Jintao’s faction of officials 
with roots in the Communist 
Youth League. Hu had want-
ed Li Keqiang, now China’s 
outgoing premier, to succeed 

him. Without a clear candi-
date of its own, the Jiang 
faction backed Xi, reported 
Nikkei Asia.

Jiang and Zeng hoped to 
maintain a hand in decision-
making through Xi. But Xi 
instead began dismantling 
many of Jiang’s accomplish-
ments. Many leading figures 
from t he Jiang years lost 
clout during the anti-corrup-
tion campaign, while Hu has 
largely held back his views 
after having struggled with 

meddling elders during his 
tenure. Active alumni of the 
Communist Youth League 
have been pushed out of key 
posts, reported Nikkei Asia.

In the recently held 20th 
congress of CPC, all 24 mem-
bers of the new Communist 
Party Politburo expressed 
loyalty to Xi, who won a 
rare third term at the party’s 
helm in late October.

Now Xi directly oversees all 
important levers of power, 
including the military, ju-
diciary, police, propaganda 
and foreign policy.

China watchers have 
warned that the country’s 
policy of reform and open-
ing up could lose further 
momentum, with Xi acceler-
ating his push toward a more 
socialist economy and stron-
ger social controls, reported 
Nikkei Asia.  Even party and 
government sources have 
voiced concerns that the re-
strictions have gone too far.

Jiang Zenim

top of the day

georgia man 
threatened 
biden, sentenCed
GEORGIA: A Georgia 
man sentenced to serve 
33 months in prison for 
threatening to kill US 
President Joe Biden and 
blow up the White House, 
the Middle District of 
Georgia said in a state-
ment. Travis Ball, 56, of 
Barnesville, Georgia was 
ordered on Wednesday 
to serve 33 months in 
prison to be followed by 
three years of supervised 
release and ordered to 
pay a USD 7,500 fine by 
Chief US District Judge 
Marc Treadwell. After an 
investigation that included 
multiple death threats is-
sued against local judges, 
law enforcement and a 
threat letter containing a 
white powdery substance 
sent to the US Courthouse 
in Macon, the court sen-
tenced Ball to serve prison. 

“Sending death threats and 
purported anthrax is not 
protected speech -- it is a 
crime,” said US Attorney 
Peter D. Leary. “

ameriCan 
airlines and 
british airWays 
Co-loCate in 
JFk’s terminal 8
NEW YORK: American 
Airlines and British 
Airways are ready to 
welcome customers 
to the newly renovated 
Terminal 8 at New York’s 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport (JFK), the 
US-based airline said 
in a statement. Starting 
December 1, customers 
will enjoy an enhanced 
travel experience with 
seamless connections as 
the two airlines co-locate 
operations as part of a 
USD 400 million joint 
investment, according to 
a statement by American 
Airlines. This marks the 
completion of the first 
phase of the Port Author-
ity of New York and New 
Jersey’s redevelop-
ment of the airport. To 
celebrate British Airways 
moving from Terminal 
7 to Terminal 8, Port 
Authority Executive Di-
rector Rick Cotton joined 
American Airlines CEO 
Robert Isom and British 
Airways Chairman and 
CEO Sean Doyle to offi-
cially unveil a redesigned 
check-in area, new gates 
and world-class lounges.

Pak’s ahmadi 
Community FaCes  
disCrimination
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
Ahmadi community is 
routinely subjected to 
discrimination which of-
ten enjoys legal and state 
sanctions resulting in the 
rise of extremism against 
them in the country. Cit-
ing media reports, Asian 
Lite International said 
that unidentified suspects 
have desecrated Ahmadi 
graves in Pakistan  
Punjab. The suspects 
desecrated four grave 
headstones and inscribed 
anti-Ahmadi slurs on 
them, Friday Times 
reported. The incident 
occurred in Premkot, 
Hafizabad, on November 
22, but came to light after, 
according to the Jamaat-
e-Ahmadiyya. Jamaat-e-
Ahmadiyya spokesperson 
Aamir Mehmood said the 
incident took place at the 
same graveyard where 
Punjab Police had report-
edly desecrated 45 graves 
of community members 
earlier in February.
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GLOBAL SLOWDOWN

South Korean exports turn 
to decline in fourth quarter

China has condemned the 
nearly week-long visit of 
British lawmakers to the 
self-governed island Taiwan, 
which Beijing regards as its 
own.

The delegation has met 
high-level officials, including 
Taiwan’s foreign minister, Jo-
seph Wu. The committee met 
Taiwan’s Premier Su Tseng-
chang on Thursday and was 
scheduled to see President 
Tsai Ing-Wen on Friday. On 
Thursday, the Chinese em-
bassy in the UK said the MPs’ 
visit to the “Taiwan region of 
China” took place despite 
Beijing’s “firm opposition”.

“This is a flagrant violation 

of the one-China principle 
and a gross interference in 
China’s internal affairs,” a 
Chinese spokesperson said. 
Taiwan is self-ruled, howev-
er, China sees it as a break-
away province that will even-
tually unite with it.

Beijing’s statement added 
that any moves to undermine 
China’s interests would be 
met with “forceful respons-
es”.

The embassy spokesper-
son said the Chinese side 
has made solemn repre-
sentations with the United 
Kingdom. “Taiwan is an 
inalienable part of China’s 
territory, and the Taiwan 
question is purely China’s 
internal affair,” the spokes-
person added.

‘FIRM OPPOSITION’

BRITISh LAWMAkeRS’  
TOuR ANGeRS ChINA
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Russia refused to provide Pakistan a 30-40 
per cent discount on Russian crude oil after 
the Pakistani delegation asked for a reduc-
tion in price during talks in Moscow, The 
News International reported on Thursday.

Earlier, on Wednesday, the Pakistani del-
egation comprises of State Minister for Pe-
troleum Musadik Malik, joint secretary and 
officials of the Pakistan Embassy in Moscow, 
asked for a discount during talks in Moscow. 
The talks ended with Russia saying that it 
could not offer anything right now as all vol-
umes were committed. Russia also promised 
to consider Pakistan’s demand and to share 
its mind later on through diplomatic chan-
nels, The News International reported.

According to Geo News, Pakistan’s official 
delegation left for Moscow on November 29 
on a three-day visit to talk with the Russian 
authorities to discuss the possibility of im-
port of crude oil at a discounted price, mode 
of payment and shipment cost.

According to Geo News citing industrial 
ministry sources, Russian crude oil can be 
processed in Pakistan’s refineries, and in the 
past one private refinery had used Russian 
crude oil to deliver finished products.

However, sources said that Russia can of-
fer crude at the rates it is providing to its 
large client countries, which are reliable and 
sound economies, at a suitable time. Right 
now all volumes are committed with big 

buyers, they said.
The Russian side asked Pakistan to first 

honour its commitment to the flagship proj-
ect of the Pakistan Stream Gas Pipeline to be 
laid down from Karachi to Lahore, Punjab.

Earlier, on November 13, Pakistan Finance 
Minister Ishaq Dar said that the United 
States cannot stop Pakistan from purchas-
ing Russian oil and it will be possible to do 
so soon.

He made these remarks while addressing 
the Pakistan Muslim League - Nawaz (PML-
N) workers in Dubai, The Express Tribune 
newspaper reported.

Dar, during his visit to the US last month, 
had a meeting with the officials of the US 
State Department in which the matter of oil 
purchase from Russia was discussed.

the Pakistani minister said that the minis-
try will try to purchase oil from Russia on 
similar terms.

0”In the next few months, you will see that 
the government will take important steps in 
favour of Pakistan in this regard,” he said.

OIL PuRChASe

Russia refuses to give 
Pakistan 30-40% 
discount on crude oil

eIGhTh ICBM LAuNCheD

WAR CRIMeS

uNDeR The ThReAT

FReSh SANCTIONS ON NORTh kOReA 
AFTeR BALLISTIC MISSILe TeST

US and France pledge to hold Russia accountable 
for ‘war crimes’ in Ukraine

‘ChINA-FuNDeD BRIDGe TO RAze 
CORAL ReeF IN  PhILIPPINeS’
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The United States 
and Japan have an-
nounced fresh sanc-

tions on North Korea, in re-
sponse to Pyongyang’s latest 
ballistic missile tests.

The Biden administration 
targeted three individuals 
who have led organizations 
linked to the development of 
Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion (WMDs). Japan imposed 
sanctions on three entities 
and one individual for their 
ties with the nuclear and mis-
sile programs, according to 
the Japanese Foreign Minis-
try. “The U.S. Department of 
the Treasury’s Office of For-
eign Assets Control (OFAC) 
today sanctioned three indi-

viduals for being officials of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea 
(WPK). These individu-
als have provided support 
to the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea’s (DPRK) 

development of weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD) 
and ballistic missiles,” the US 
Department of the Treasury 
said in a statement.

These measures come in 

the wake of Pyongyang’s 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile launch on November 
18, marking its eighth ICBM 
launch this year.

Both countries say that 
this action is in line with 
wider multilateral efforts to 
impede the DPRK’s ability to 
advance its unlawful WMD 
and ballistic missile pro-
grams that threaten regional 
stability.

“Treasury is taking action 
in close trilateral coordina-
tion with the Republic of 
Korea and Japan against of-
ficials who have had leading 
roles in the DPRK’s unlaw-
ful WMD and ballistic mis-
sile programs,” said Under 
Secretary of the Treasury 
for Terrorism and Financial 
Intelligence Brian E. Nelson.

“Recent launches demon-
strate the need for all coun-
tries to fully implement UN 
Security Council resolutions, 
which are intended to pre-
vent the DPRK from acquir-
ing the technologies, materi-
als, and revenue Pyongyang 
needs to develop its prohibit-
ed WMD and ballistic missile 
capabilities,” Nelson added.

North Korea has conduct-
ed dozens of missile test 
launches since the start of 
this year, firing several mis-
siles at once on some occa-
sions. Last month, North 
Korea launched more than 
20 short-range missiles.

Pyongyang said its mis-
sile tests were in response 
to “provocations” by the US 
and its allies, South Korea 
and Japan. 

A coral reef ecosystem in 
the southern Philippines is 
under threat from a China-
funded bridge project that 
links Davao city with Sa-
mal islands in the southern 
Philippines, according to 
The Singapore Post.

The 3.81-km four-lane 
Connector Bridge links 
Davao’s third-largest city 
and tourist island. The 
bridge, projected to be 
completed in 2027, can ac-
commodate up to 25,000 
vehicles daily. It is also 
expected to reduce travel 
time between Samal and 
Davao City. Notably, Presi-
dent Ferdinand Romualdez 
Marcos made his presence 
felt at the project’s ground-
breaking ceremony in Oc-
tober.

Despite all the pomp as-
sociated with the project, 
environmental experts say 
that the landing point of 

the bridge near Paradise 
Reef is also a natural bul-
wark against storms and 
sea-level rise. According 
to The Singapore Post, this 
7,500 square meter Para-
dise Reef is vital to shield-
ing the coastal community 
from the effects of climate 
change. 

The report adds that the 
bridge will connect the Sa-
mal Circumferential Road 
to the R. Castillo-Daang 
Maharlika junction in 
Davao City.

Alarmed by the develop-
ments, the local commu-
nity near the reef has ques-
tioned the decision of the 
Philippine government and 
other parties associated 
with the project.

Davao-based marine bi-
ologist John Lacson said 
the bridge does not belong 
to Samal island or to Davao 
city. “This is part of the Re-
public of the Philippines 
and Filipino residents,” he 
added.

Despite the protest and 
concerns of the local com-
munity, the Philippine 
government chose to turn a 
deaf ear.

On the contrary, the gov-
ernment has resolved to go 
ahead with its plans and 
continue its partnership 
with China, extolling the 
latter’s espousal of the road 
to modernity and perceived 
fruits of development.

“This is not the only proj-
ect that we have depended 
upon, the concessional 
loans and even grants from 
the government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, and 
it is clear to see the benefits 
that those projects bring to 
our people, to our economy, 
and to the Philippines,” 
Marcos said.

The Philippines Presi-
dent also lauded China for 
its support and for becom-
ing a “dependable partner” 
in the government’s in-
frastructure development 
program.
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Export, which led the Ko-
rean economy for about 
2 years after the Covid-19 
pandemic, has decreased 
rapidly due to the global 
economic slowdown.

In addition, if consump-
tion and domestic demand 
also decrease due to infla-
tion and interest hikes, eco-
nomic growth is expected 
to be negative in the fourth 
quarter. Although the South 
Korean economy continued 
to grow for nine consecutive 
quarters since March 2020 
(2.3 per cent), the growth 
rate has decreased to half of 
the second quarter (0.7 per 
cent). In particular, the trade 
balance has significantly de-
creased. Exports increased 
1.1 per cent due to decrease 
in chip exports, while im-
ports such as crude oil and 
natural gas increased by 6 
per cent.

As a result, the contribu-
tion of net exports to the 
growth rate in the third 
quarter fell to -1.8 per centp. 
It means that net exports cut 
the growth rate by 1.8 per 
centp, and recorded a nega-
tive contribution for two 
consecutive quarters fol-
lowing the second quarter.

Fortunately, private con-
sumption and facility in-
vestment raised the growth 

rate by 2.0 per cent. Regard-
ing the contribution of net 
exports to negative growth, 
Choi Jung-tae, head of the 
Bank of Korea’s National 
Account Department, said, 
“This is because semicon-
ductor exports declined and 
crude oil imports increased 
in the third quarter.”

In the fourth quarter, ex-
ports turned to decline. Ac-
cording to the Ministry of 
Trade, exports (USD51.91 
bi l l ion)  in November 
plunged 14 per cent from 
USD60.33 billion last year. 
It decreased for 2 consecu-
tive months since October 
(-5.7 per cent).

In particular, exports of 
semiconductors (-29.8 per 
cent) and petrochemicals 
(-26.5 per cent) which are 
Korea’s main export items 
decreased significantly due 
to falling demand and global 
economic slowdown.

An official from the Min-
istry of Trade said, “Various 
reasons such as the pro-
longed war between Russia 
and Ukraine, the global eco-
nomic slowdown caused by 
tightening policies in major 
countries, and the truckers 
union’s strike affected a de-
crease in exports.”

Due to a deficit in the bal-
ance of goods, the overall 
current account balance in 
October is also expected to 
post a deficit. Exports con-

tinue to decline, but con-
sumption and investment 
are unlikely to continue to 
increase.

According to the Bank 
of Korea’s consumer trend 
report, the overall CCSI 
(Composite Consumer Sen-
timent Index) in November 
was 86.5 points, down 2.3 
points from October (88.8 
points). It has decreased for 
2 consecutive months since 
October, which means that 
consumption has begun to 
decrease due to high prices 
and interest hikes.

Investment is also declin-
ing. According to the Bank 
of Korea’s November BSI 
(Business Survey Index) 
survey, overall BSI was 
75 points, hitting the low-
est in a year and 11 months 
since December 2020 (75 
points). The expected BSI 
(74 points) in December also 
fell 2 points from November 
(76), the lowest since Janu-
ary 2021 (70 points).

Many domestic and for-
eign institutions, including 
the Bank of Korea (1.7 per 
cent), recently cut Korea’s 
growth forecast for next 
year to 1 per cent. In addi-
tion, some experts predicted 
that the Korean economy 
growth rate will decrease 
in the fourth quarter for 
the first time in 2 years and 
6 months since the second 
quarter of 2020.
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North korea’s  eigth ICBM launch prompted fresh sanctions from 
US and Japan 

Pak delegation asked for reduction in oil prices

US President Joe Biden and 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron pledged to hold Rus-
sia accountable for “widely 
documented atrocities and 
war crimes” committed by 
the regular armed forces in 
Ukraine, the two leaders said 
in a statement issued by the 
White House.

Both the leaders “reiter-
ate their steadfast resolve to 
hold Russia to account for 
widely documented atroci-
ties and war crimes, com-
mitted both by its regular 
armed forces and by its prox-
ies, including mercenary 
entities such as Vagner and 
others, through support for 
international accountabil-
ity mechanisms, including 
the International Criminal 
Court, the Ukrainian pros-

ecutor general, UN Human 
Rights Council Commission 
of Inquiry, and the OSCE 
Moscow Mechanism, sanc-
tions, and other means,” the 
statement reads. Following 
the meeting between the US 
President and the French 
President, the leaders came 
together for a joint press 
conference and together 
condemned Russia’s illegal 
war of aggression against 
Ukraine and stress that “in-
tentionally targeting civil-
ians and civilian infrastruc-
ture constitutes war crimes 
whose perpetrators must be 
held accountable.”

Both the leaders also con-
demned and reject Russia’s 
illegal attempted annexa-
tion of sovereign Ukrainian 
territory, in clear violation of 
international law.

Earlier, in October, Russia 
announced the annexation 

of four regions - Donetsk, 
Luhansk, Kherson and Za-
porizhzhia.

“The United States and 
France deplore Russia’s 
deliberate escalatory steps, 
notably its irresponsible 
nuclear rhetoric and dis-
information regarding al-
leged chemical attacks, and 
biological and nuclear weap-

ons programs. They reaffirm 
their nations’ continued sup-
port for Ukraine’s defence of 
its sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, including the pro-
vision of political, security, 
humanitarian, and economic 
assistance to Ukraine for as 
long as it takes,” the state-
ment reads.

“This includes the provi-

sion of significant resources 
to support Ukrainian civil-
ian resilience through the 
winter, including stepping 
up the delivery of air defence 
systems and equipment 
needed to repair Ukraine’s 
energy grid,” the statement 
added.

The United States and 
France plan to continue 

working with partners and 
allies to coordinate assis-
tance efforts, including at 
the international confer-
ence taking place in Paris 
on December 13, 2022. They 
also intend to continue pro-
viding robust direct budget 
support for Ukraine and to 
urge international financial 
institutions to scale up their 
financial support.

The United States and 
France reiterate their duty 
to uphold applicable inter-
national obligations and the 
principles and purposes of 
the UN Charter.

The United States and 
France remain committed to 
addressing the wider effects 
of Russia’s war, including 
working with the interna-
tional community to build 
greater resilience to food and 
energy disruptions, accord-
ing to the statement.

British Delegation met high level officials in Taiwan

Both the leaders condemned russia’s illegal attempted annexation of  Ukrainian territory,

Ruling out early elections in 
Pakistan, former president 
and Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) co-chairman Asif Ali 
Zardari said that the multi-
party alliance of Pakistan 
Democratic Movement will 
table no-confidence motions 
in Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa assemblies.

The statement comes days 
after Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan 
announced that his party has 
decided not to remain part of 
the current political system 
and will instead resign from 
all the assemblies. Imran’s 
PTI is in power in Punjab, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir and 
Gilgit-Baltistan. However, 
the PTI has yet to announce 
a date for the dissolution of 
assemblies in Punjab and KP.

Addressing the party’s 
power show in Rehmanabad, 
Khan said, “We will not be 

part of this system. We have 
decided to quit all the assem-
blies and get out of this cor-
rupt system.”

In an interview with jour-
nalist Asma Shirazi on Aaj 
TV programme ‘Faisla Aap 
Ka’, Zardari ruled out snap 
polls saying that it won’t 
“suit us or democracy” and 
claimed to have ‘enough num-
bers’ in both legislatures, the 
Dawn reported.

“It’s too immature and too 
soon to say anything about 
the elections. I don’t think 
there is a possibility of the 
establishment forcing early 
elections,” he said.

However, at the same time, 
he asserted that the coalition 
parties would contest the 
polls if the PTI succeeded 
in dissolving the provincial 
assemblies. “I will see how 
many MPAs Imran is able to 
get.”

In response to a question 
about the tabling of no-confi-
dence motions, Zardari said: 
“God willing.”

IN PuNjAB ASSeMBLy

PAk RuLING PARTy 
TO BRING NO-TRuST 
MOTIONS AGAINST PTI 
TDG NeTwork
ISLAMABAD
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A specially-
abled boy 

enjoys the sea 
waves near 

the newly 
constructed 

wooden 
pathway on 

the eve of 
the National 

Disability Day, 
at Marina 
Beach, in 

Chennai on 
Friday. ANI

HAPPY MOMENT

#KanyeWeST

Kanye WeST’S TWiTTer accounT 
SuSpended, neTizenS go berSerK 
American Rapper Ye , formerly known as Kanye West 
has been suspended from Twitter for violating the micro-
blogging site’s rules against incitement to violence. The 
rapper’s Twitter account had an “account suspended” 
notice posted on it on Friday.  

Twitter CEO Elon Musk took to Twitter to confirm the 
suspension of the 22-time Grammy Awardee from the 
platform. “I tried my best. Despite that, he again violated 
our rule against incitement to violence. Account will be 
suspended.” Musk tweeted in response to a user who 
asked for Kanye to be “fixed”.

Soon after his suspension, netizens took to Twitter to 
share their reaction. One of the netizens said, “Kanye said 
some crazy things. Nobody agrees with him saying he 
supports Hitler and Nazi’s, but he shouldn’t have been 
banned. No laws broken, he didn’t incite violence. We 
can disagree with what people say but that doesn’t mean 
they should be permanently banned.”

Another user said, “Kanye West’s last tweet before fi-
nally getting suspended was one mocking Elon Musk. 
Kathy Griffin’s last tweet before getting suspended was 
one mocking Elon Musk. Space Karen is all about free 
speech until his feelings get hurt.”

Extremism in 
terrorism is 
against the very 
meaning of 
Islam because 
Islam means 
peace.

— Ajit DovAl

brAiN-PickiNg

National Security Advisor, at a summit titled, “Role of 
Ulema in Fostering a Culture of Interfaith Peace and 
Social Harmony in India and Indonesia.”

When Russians 
grooved to Allu 
Arjun’s ‘Pushpa’ song

VirAL 

‘Pushpa: The Rise’ starring 
Allu Arjun and Rashmika 
Mandanna, has massive 
popularity, worldwide fame, 
and fans to its credit. The 
film did exceptionally well 
at the box office and had mil-
lions of people in awe of it. 
After nearly a year in India, 
the film is finally making its 
way to Russia.

Before the release, a video 
showcasing a group of Rus-
sians dancing to the tune of 
one of the movie’s songs has 
gone viral on social media. 
The video features Russian 
women dancing to the film’s 
popular song ‘Saami Saami’.

In the video, the group of 
women can be seen groov-
ing to the hit song in front of 
the State Historial Museum 
in Moscow’s Red Square.

Allu Arjun and Rashmika 
Mandanna are in Moscow 
for the release of the film. 
They shared photos on their 
respective Twitter accounts 
on Tuesday. While Allu 
Arjun wrote, “Pushpa in 
Russia,” Rashmika wrote, 

“Privyet from Russia.” 
Pushpa is on the rise. Day 
one in Moscow.” It will hit 
the theatres in Russia on 8 
December.

‘Pushpa: The Rise’, which 
also stars Fahad Faasil, is a 
Telugu film directed by Su-
kumar, that was released in 
December 2021. The film 
recorded a business of more 
than Rs 300 crore world-
wide. Originally filmed in 
Telugu, the film had a pan-
India release in Hindi, Tamil, 
Malayalam, and Kannada. 
The film’s sequel is currently 
in pipeline.

The film was declared a 
blockbuster hit at the box 
office, and Allu’s fans are ea-
gerly waiting for the second 
instalment of the film. The 
official release date of ‘Push-
pa: The Rule’ is still awaited.

After extending its theatri-
cal run and getting amazing 
responses at the box office, 
the Hindi version of the 
movie marked its OTT debut 
on Amazon Prime Video.

‘Pushpa 2’ recently began 
filming, with a muhurat shot 
last month. No release date 
has been announced so far.

TDG NETwork
MoSCow

Meghan Markle’s emotional moment 
captured on camera 

VOLOdYMYr ZELENskYY TO fEATurE ON A 
‘ukrAiNE sPEciAL’ wiTH bEAr grYLLs?

dOcu-sEriEs 

wAr-TOrN 

Rejoice, all Harry and Meghan fans! 
Netflix has finally released the much-
awaited trailer for the docuseries “Har-
ry & Meghan.”

The six-part docuseries focuses on 
the couple’s love story and their lives as 
members of the royal family.

On Thursday, the trailer was released 
on Netflix’s Twitter account along with 
a caption that read - “Meghan and 
Harry - A global Netflix event. Coming 
soon, exclusively on Netflix.”

On Twitter, the trailer has received 
over 2.5 million views. Interestingly, 
this comes right amid the three-day-
long visit of Harry’s brother and sister-
in-law, Prince William and Kate Mid-

dleton’s US visit. The trailer begins with 
the couple being asked, “Why did you 
want to make this documentary?” fol-
lowed by a bunch of photos of them to-
gether. In the 1 minute, 12 second trailer, 
Prince Harry is heard saying, “No one 
sees what’s happening behind closed 
doors, I had to do everything I could to 
protect my family.”  At a point, Meghan 
can be heard saying, “When the stakes 
are this high, doesn’t it make more sense 
to hear our story from us?”

In one of the clips, Harry’s head could 
be seen tilted back as Meghan wipes 
away her tears.

British adventurer and TV 
presenter Bear Grylls recent-
ly met Ukraine President 
Volodymyr in the war-torn 
country.

Taking to Instagram, 
Grylls penned a note sharing 
that he wanted to know how 
Zelenskyy was coping for an 
upcoming programme “but 
got so much more.”

“This week I had the privi-
lege to travel to Ukraine’s 
capital, Kyiv, and spend time 
with President Zelensky. 
It has been an experience 
like no other for me. As the 
country goes into winter, and 
with their infrastructure un-
der attack, survival for mil-
lions of people is a very real 
daily struggle. Through this 
special program, the world 
will see a side of President 

Zelensky that has never 
been shown before. What I 
wanted to ask was how he 
was really coping... I got so 
much more. The programme 
is coming soon. Thank you 
@zelenskiy_official for your 
hospitality in such a difficult 
time. Stay Strong,” Grylls 
wrote.

He also shared a few pic-
tures from his meeting with 
Zelenskyy.

Reacting to the post, a so-
cial media user commented, 
“Wow....can’t wait for the 
programme.”

“Stay strong Ukraine. 
Thank you Grylls for paying 
a visit to Ukraine,’ another 

social media user wrote.
“As one would expect of 

the terrorists, Russians tar-
get civilian targets. To date, 
about 32,000 such targets 
have been damaged by Rus-
sian missiles and shells. 
These are primarily private 
houses or civilian apartment 
buildings,” Yevhenii Yenin, a 
Ukrainian diplomat, said in 
an interview with Ukrainian 
media recently.

“Only 3% of recorded at-
tacks have been on military 
facilities..As of now, more 
than 700 critical infrastruc-
ture facilities -- airfields, 
bridges, oil depots, electric-
ity substations, etc -- all of 
these got hit,” Yenin said.

Russian attacks in Ukraine 
have damaged about 32,000 
civilian targets and more 
than 700 critical infrastruc-
ture facilities since the Rus-
sian invasion began.
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fiVE fAVOuriTE TOffEEs Of 
EVErY 90s kid
gone are those days when we would save the 
pennies given to us, only to rush to our neigh-
bourhood shop and fill our fists with our favourite 
toffees. After all, our happiness seemed to be 
stored in those large boxes. If you grew up in the 
1990s, you probably remember having to choose 
between your favourite toffee and distributing it 
to your class on your birthday. Some of us would 
reserve the tastier ones for our best friends. Here 
are five toffees that made our childhood a little 
more special.

pHanToM
All the non smokers, raise your hand. 
we had our moment with the epic 
‘Phantom cigarettes’. these mint candy 
cigarettes were every ‘90s kid’s holy 

grail. we loved to not only eat these toffees but 
also pose with them to seem “cool.” Each pack 
came with 10 sticks, and we were sorted for at 
least two or three days.

MeLody
If you grew up in the 1990s, you might 
recall asking a friend, “ye melody itni 
chocolaty kyu hoti hai?” A perfect blend 
of caramel and chocolate, melody was a 

personal favourite. one unit of melody costed Rs 
1, and it was all we needed to lift our spirits.

Mango biTe
Mango is called the “king of fruits” for a 
reason. Mangoes remind us of summer 
afternoons and nani ka ghar. Hence, 
mango bite were a popular choice for 

most 90s kids. we love mangoes, and we loved 
them in every shape or form as kids.

poLo
who doesn’t like a cold whiff of mint? 
Even though Polo wasn’t a popular 
choice, it had its loyalists. Polo would 
be a go-to choice, especially during the 

winter, due to the icy cold feeling that it gave us. 
the added advantage was, of course, the fact that 
it helped us get rid of bad breath and made us 
feel fresh, especially for those 8 a.m. classes in 
school.

goLd coin
you know what it’s like to be rich if you 
have a gold coin chocolate. the round 
chocolates wrapped in gold foil with an 
imprint of coins made us feel like we 

were unwrapping luxury. Nothing comes close to 
that feeling, does it?

— PrIYANkA SHArMA 

Phantom cigarettes

THE PAPA PiYA diALOguEs

PIYA:   Can I have some 
money, Papa?

PAPA:  What for, Piya?
PIYA:    Just going to 

McDonalds with friends in 
the evening.

PAPA:  To eat all that junk 
food.

PIYA: Not unhealthy if 
eaten in moderation, Papa. 
The Americans were so 
smart to have invented fast 
food, weren’t they?

PAPA: They did not invent 
fast food. We also have fast 
food, and it is much better 
than anything they have.

PIYA: Give me an example, 
Papa.

PAPA:   Samosas, choley 
bhaturey.Idli vadas. Or even 
jalebis.

PIYA: Hmmn, you’re right. 

Never thought of it like that.
PAPA:  All our chaat is also 

fast food, isn’t it? Take paani 
puri for example.

PIYA: You mean golgappas?
PAPA: Yes, the same. They 

call them puchkas in Kolkata. 
Did you see Kaun Banega Cro-
repati last week?

PIYA:   No, Papa. I was 
watching something on 
Netflix.

PAPA:  There was Gargee, 
a bright, young girl who 
was a contestant on the 
show. Amitabh asked 
if she could recognise a 
part icular  monument 
shown on a big screen. She 
answered correctly that it 
was the Victoria Memorial. 
Amitabh congratulated 
her and began to reminisce 

about how in his down-and-
out days he used to go there 
to a chaatwallah who had 
his stall just outside the gate, 
and eat delicious puchkas.

PAPA:  He used to earn 
just three to four hundred 
rupees a month those days, 
and so the puchkas were 
the only thing he could 
afford. He used to eat till his 
stomach was full.

PIYA: Wasn’t Amitabh’s 

father a famous personality?
PAPA: One of India’s most 

famous poets. Harivansh 
Rai Bachchan.

PIYA:  But the son, that is 
to say, Amitabh, still had 
to make do with paanipuri 
when he was hard up.

PAPA:    (with a smile) 
Exactly.

PIYA: Does Mr Bachchan 
like chat so much?

PIYA: Wait. Why are you 
telling me this story?

PAPA: It’s an interesting 
story, and true.

PIYA: Is it because you 
want to tell me that Har-
ivansh Rai ji didn’t make 
much money? And so, I 
should write less poetry.

PAPA:   Not at all. You 
should write. I encourage 
you to do so. Poetry, prose, 
whatever.

PIYA: (thoughtfully) It 
could also be the case that 
Harivansh Rai ji may have 
had money, but Amitabh, 
his son, wanted to stand on 
his own two feet and not 

borrow money from his fa-
ther?

PAPA:  That is the more 
likely explanation, yes.

PIYA: Are you then send-
ing me a message that I 
shouldn’t be asking you for 
money?

PAPA: Not at all. But it’s an 
idea, isn’t it?

PIYA:  Because Papa, 
I want to let you know 
that I am a very respon-
sible daughter, and when I 
start working tomorrow, I 
wouldn’t want my father to 
worry that I was making a 
meal out of eating puchkas.

PAPA: Meaning?
PIYA:  Meaning only that 

I will never ever hesitate to 
ask you for money.

PAPA: Ohh!
PIYA: Just to give you 

peace of mind, you under-
stand.

PAPA: Not funny, Piya!

Rajesh Talwar is the prolific au-
thor of 35 books across multiple 
genres.

ON fAsT fOOd, PAANi Puri ANd AMiTAbH

Amitabh Bachchhan

Screengrab of the video featuring russians dancing on the song.

Volodomyr Zelensky with Bear Grylls. 

Meghan, Harry in the trailer.

rAjESH TAlwAr
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INSPIRATION

IN-HOUSE SERIES 

KERAlA gIRl gENERATINg EmPlOymENT wITH 
HER cERAmIc POT-mAKINg STUdIO 

We Women Want: 
Domestic abuse and 
ways to escape it 

TDG NeTwork
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A young girl in Kerala’s 
Kottayam who is fighting 
against the brain drain, has 
become a source of inspi-
ration for all the students 
in the state who have been 
looking for employment 
opportunities outside the 
country.

Soon after her graduation, 
the Kerala-based girl, Anja-
na Rachel Jacob, in Kanjiku-
zhi of Kottayam,  established 
her ceramic pot-making unit 
in the district, where she cre-
ates pots, mugs, plates, and 
many other things after sev-
eral rounds of baking, thus 
making them ready to use.

“After my graduation, I 
was in search of something 
creative or new, and I came 
to know about pottery from 
my brother-in-law, after 
which I took classes and 
enrolled in a course for the 

same. After this, I practised 
for two years, and currently, 
I am running a studio here 

in Kottayam for the past six 
months. It is therapeutic, 
I teach children as well as 
adults,” Anjali said on her 
ceramic art studio, garner-
ing attention.

Anjali often goes to the 
shops to sell her ceramic 
products in her free time. 
Since the Christmas season 
is coming, she has now made 
items for its celebration, like 
Santa Clause faces, Merry 
Christmas boards, and other 
decorative items.

She has also been given 
full support from her par-
ents, due to which she has 
been able to open new job 
opportunities for the girls in 
the state.

“We are very happy to in-
troduce my daughter to the 
pottery world. She used to 
make different types of pot-
tery, like cups, plates, etc. 
We are very happy that she 
is doing it well,” Anjana’s fa-
ther said.

It’s a myth in our society 
that a man cannot be 
a victim of cruelty and 

domestic violence. It’s only 
women who can become 
victims of cruelty and do-
mestic violence. In fact, on 
very few occasions, we will 
hear or learn about a male 
victim of cruelty when 
someone very close to you 
has faced it or either you 
have read it in any news-
paper. Is it the general per-
ception of a common man 
that only women can be the 
victims of domestic violence 
and cruelty, and men will be 
the perpetrators? Because 
for us, men are supposed to 
be stronger—emotionally 
and physically in compari-
son to women.

If this is so, then why does 
a colleague of a soldier who 
gets martyred at the border 
become emotional while 
carrying his dead body? 
Why does a father cry when 
one of his children meets an 
accident? All this happens 
due to emotions.

Emotions do not see who 
is male or female. Emotion is 
a feeling that one perceives 
from their surroundings. 
The medical text never said 
that men cannot feel pain 
or that it’s only women 
who can feel pain, so why 
do we have this biased per-
ception towards men? Our 
ancestors told us that men 
are strong and they can-
not be victims of domestic 
violence. If this is so, then 
we have to see the current 
NCRB report, which was 
released in August 2022.

This year, it has been no-
ticed that the total num-
ber of suicide cases has 
increased in comparison 
to last year. Male suicidal 
cases are high in compari-
son to females. This shows 
the psychological conditions 

of the men who were forced 
or bound to take this step to 
end their mental agony. The 
most common reasons for 
suicide are financial issues, 
career issues, illness, and 
family issues. Even in the 
study, it was found that de-
pression is the main cause of 
suicide, and in most of the 
cases, the patients were not 
even aware of their mental 
health conditions.

Coming to the point that 
a male is the victim of cru-
elty or not, I would like to 
cite one of the reports of 
the survey, which states 
that “approximately 52% 
of men report having expe-
rienced violence from the 
intimate partner/spouse at 
least once in their lifetime. 
A pan-India study reported 
that 98% of Indian men had 
suffered domestic violence 
more than once in their 
lives. However, factually, 
almost 95% of men and 
women experience 
violence from a 
male perpetra-
tor”.

On many oc-
casions, Bol-
lywood mov-
ies have been 
considered a 
reflection of In-
dian society as 
we can relate our-
selves to the charac-
ters, e.g., Baghban, Two 
States, etc. Here I would like 
to discuss one such movie, 
Aitraaz, which was released 
in 2004. The main theme of 
the movie was  that a male 
can become a victim of sex-
ual harassment in the work-
place. During that time, 
there were no acts related 
to sexual harassment in 
the workplace. But now we 
have the Sexual Harassment 
of Women at Workplace 
(Prevention, Prohibition, 

and 
Re-

dressal) Act of 2013, which 
focuses solely on female 
victims.

It’s time to reconsider our 
existing laws, which are not 
gender-neutral but gender-
specific. Our law considers 
males as perpetrators and 
females as victims only, and 
because of this mindset only, 
male victims do not come 
forward to report their 
crimes. They just stay silent, 

and slowly they become 
patients of depression. In 
many cases, the husband 
accepts the spouse’s cru-
elty, whether mental or 
physical, in order to protect 

his and his parents’ reputa-
tions and prevent the wife 
from filing false complaints 
against them because no 
one will believe his suffer-
ing at first. This is another 
concern that needs to be ad-
dressed.

In the 21st century, when 
we are talking about wom-
en’s empowerment, we have 
to accept the bitter truth that 
women too can be perpetra-
tors. It’s high time to make 
our law gender-neutral 
and not gender-specific. 
Emotions are feelings that 
everyone has to have to be 
alive. Only a dead person 

doesn’t have emotions. 
Then why are we creating 
this myth against men that 
they don’t feel any pain? 
As responsible members of 
society, we have a responsi-
bility to provide a positive 
environment for all people, 
regardless of gender, where 
they can freely discuss their 
problems. Even in this field, 
more research is required 
in order to obtain accurate 
data on the male victims. 
There are many families 
who lose their sons’ lives 
due to domestic violence 
by their spouse. We have to 
stop it through legal provi-
sions. Everyone’s lives mat-
ter to us.

Dr Pyali Chatterjee is HOD of  
Faculty of Law at ICFAI Uni-
versity in Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

cOUNTER OPINION 

BREAKINg THE myTH:
mEN cAN AlSO BE vIcTImS 

This week on We Women Want, we take up 
the issue of domestic violence, for that has 
been the subtext behind the horrific murder 
of Shraddha Walker that has been dominat-
ing the headlines recently.

DEFINITION
Domestic abuse can take many shapes and 
forms. It does not always have to be physi-
cal. It can be verbal in the form of gaslighting 
or downright abuse; it can be marital rape; 
or it can be all about controlling the spouse. 
Domestic violence occurs behind the walls of 
the most expensive luxury mansions as well 
as the poorest of slums, and it is not limited 
to a specific social class.

SEEKING HELP 
What gives the woman strength to walk out 
or counter it is the support from her family, 
NGOs, and some outside help. The biggest 
empowerment tool is to give the abused ac-
cess to financial independence, and this can 
be done through vocational training that 
some NGOs offer. The courts are there to 
help, as are the police stations, but these op-
tions are not easy to access.

ON THE SHOW
NewsX’s Senior Executive Editor spoke to 
the team at Shanti Sahyog, a Gandhian NGO 
based in Delhi, and discussed options as 
well as case studies. Dr. Suman Aggarwal, 
the founder and president of Shanti Sahyog, 
and Swati Saxena, a lawyer who helps do-

mestic abuse victims pro bono, appeared on 
the show.

REHABILITATION 
The rehabilitation of a victim has many lay-
ers, of which counselling and giving them the 
strength to walk out of a marital home is just 
the first step. The NGO helps out by sending 
field workers on the ground to reach out and 
then helps with counselling, legal aid, voca-
tional training, and hand holding playing the 
role of a supportive family. Women should 
not be made to feel as if they are born to take 
whatever abuse is thrown at them; they have 
options and can fight back, was the show’s 
overarching message.

Catch fresh episodes of ‘We Women Want’ 
every Saturday at 7:30 PM on NewsX. The 
programme will also be streamed live on 
major OTT platforms: DailyHunt, Zee5, MX 
Player, ShemarooMe, Watcho, Mzaalo, Jio 
TV, Tata Play, and PayTm livestreams.
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As per a study, 98% Indian men had suffered domestic violence.

Priya Sahgal in conversation with Dr Suman Aggarwal and Swati Saxena.

52.4%

Domestic abuse can take 
many shapes and forms. It 
does not always have to be 
physical. It can be verbal in 
the form of gaslighting or 
downright abuse; it can be 
marital rape; or it can be all 
about controlling the spouse.

In the 21st century, when we are talking about women’s empowerment, 
we have to accept the bitter truth that women too can be perpetrators.

It’s time 
to reconsider our 

existing laws, which are not 
gender-neutral but gender-
specific. our law considers 
males as perpetrators and 

females as victims.

PyAlI CHATTerjee



Since we live in a world of 
opposites, everything we 
think, say, and do is about 
balance. Therefore, to de-
fine ‘pride’ it is important 
to understand the level 
of awareness from which 
‘pride’ is being expressed. 
True pride is when I come 
from the understanding 
that I am a soul and the 
things I am proud of are 
based on inner awareness.  
Whereas, false pride is in-
fluenced by outer aware-
ness. So, our identity and 
self-image is our GPS 
which directs us towards 

false or true pride. 
What is false pride and 

how does it hold me to ran-
som?

False pride influences 
our behaviour when faced 
with difficult situations. 
It is a subtle feeling rather 
than a thought process 
that triggers conceit, smug-
ness, superiority or arro-
gance when dealing with 
challenges. It is a mindset 
of being better than oth-
ers and is often created as 
a compensation for feel-
ings of shame that we may 
be trying to hide. All feel-
ings of fear and anxiety are 
based on some element of 
false pride, and this holds 
us to ransom, keeps us im-
prisoned, prevents us from 
having truly loving and 
liberating relationships, 
and the higher we place 
ourselves above others, the 
steeper the fall into shame, 
which has a greater impact 
on our self-esteem.  

Pride is the seed that 

grows into a tree called 
shame, and being differ-
ent sides of the same coin, 
neither can exist without 
the other. An awareness 
built on false pride will al-
ways be generating condi-

tions and circumstances 
that will trigger shame. 
For example, pride in be-
ing separate from others, 
being better, will trigger a 
situation where, at some 
point in the future, that 

person becomes dependent 
on the very people they are 
avoiding. When I have a 
mindset of being separate 
from others because I feel 
better than them, it means 
I am out of alignment with 

my true self, and if I am not 
in alignment with my true 
self I will not align with 
others. The very thing I am 
resisting will persist as the 
drama of life will always 
ensure that we experience 
whatever we are running 
away from.

As we become more self-
aware, we can see how in 
order to let go of old, out-
moded patterns of think-
ing based on false pride, 
we consciously see, accept, 
and bid farewell to behav-
iour traits which no longer 
serve us. Feeling ashamed 
of things we have done or 
things that happen to us is a 
natural part of climbing the 
ladder of self-awareness.  
However, the root cause of 
pride are the secrets that we 
hide inside because there is 
fear that we will lose love 
and attention from others.  

Unfortunately, shame 
feeds on secrets; disclosure 
pushes us outside our com-
fort zone and is a signifi-

cant part of the challenge 
to consciously see and feel 
the emotions of pride and 
shame and calmly say ‘no, 
thank you’.     

The remedy is to have 
the humility, transpar-
ency, courage and honesty 
to share whatever ‘secrets’ 
we are holding within. 
Sharing our ‘secrets’, with 
a special someone who we 
trust and have empathy 
with is a liberating experi-
ence. Having the courage 
to choose the person, the 
time and the place to shine 
a light into the darkness of 
the ’secret’ – is a powerful 
way of changing a mindset 
and helps to avoid making 
the same mistakes over and 
over again.  

The basis of true pride is 
the awareness that I am a 
soul, a spiritual, eternal be-
ing of goodness and beauty. 
Meditation is a wonderful 
way of getting to know this 
eternal and amazing self. 
The act of sharing, with a 

carefully chosen someone, 
can be a special and magi-
cal process. If I feel there 
is no-one around me that I 
feel comfortable with, but 
only those who I think will 
judge and criticise me, then 
it is a very powerful mes-
sage that I am separating 
myself from life and people, 
because I am afraid of being 
hurt. It is a message to get 
to know myself really well, 
and become the compas-
sionate and understand-
ing person I would love to 
share my secrets with. I 
can begin this relationship 
with myself in conversation 
with the Divine, who is only 
love and who can shine the 
brightest light upon any in-
ner darkness that is caus-
ing me sorrow. It is through 
this beautiful relationship 
that all other relationships 
develop.
Nina Buchanan is a Fam-
ily Dynamics Coach and a  
Brahma Kumaris Rajyoga 
teacher, based in London.

There is  a  great 
sense of joy when my 
attention is absorbed 
in stillness. In a world 
of constant movement 
and distraction, it 
feels luxurious to be 
still. Yet this luxury 
is necessary for the 
health of my mind. 
Today let me dedicate 
time to the luxury of 
focusing my attention 
inwards to stillness.

A thought 
for todAy

What would we want our fi-
nal moments to be like? How 
do we feel when we look back 
on our life? Is there satisfaction 
that our time in this world was 
spent in a worthwhile way, or 
is there regret and remorse at 
all the things that could have 
been otherwise - what we 
could have done but did not 
do, and the things we wish we 
had not done?

How we spend our last days 
is entirely up to us. It is not fate 
or destiny that rewards us or 
gives us a raw deal – we create 
our present, and future, by our 
actions. 

When we survey our past 
and present, and ponder over 
the future, we can check a few 
things, which will give us a fair 
idea of what we did right and 
where we went wrong. 

What have we chosen to fill 
our mind with? Do we see the 

good qualities of others, or 
spot only their faults? In oth-
er words, have we made our 
mind a store of treasures or a 
garbage bin? 

If we were, or are, in a posi-
tion of authority, how have 
we used it – to help people, or 
to throw our weight around? 
Have our talents, achieve-
ments, or socioeconomic sta-
tus made us vain, or are we 
humble, caring, and generous?

Such introspection shows us 
where we stand, and enables 
a course correction. This is 
important because what we 
think, speak, and do shapes 
our future. We reap what we 
sow – that is the inviolable law 
of karma, and it is wise to keep 
it in mind.

If we try to get ahead by act-
ing in ways that put others at 
a disadvantage or cause them 
sorrow, we may succeed in 
getting what we want, but at 
what cost? Will we earn any 
goodwill? Rather, our selfish-
ness will cost us our respect. 
If we earn a lifetime of disap-
proval in this manner, can we 
expect to be happy?

Even when we do something 
good, what is the intention be-
hind it? A lot of people calcu-
late what they stand to gain – 
in terms of publicity, prestige, 
money – before agreeing to do 

a charitable act. As the motive, 
so will be the result – they do 
not experience the inner peace 
and satisfaction that come 
from serving selflessly.

On the other hand, we fly 
on the wings of joy and bless-
ings when we give courage 
to the hopeless, fill the weak 

with strength, forgive others’ 
mistakes and inspire them to 
learn and do better the next 
time.

It is easy to think of oneself 
as a nice person, but we can 
check if we truly are good: 
Deep down, what are our feel-
ings for others; do we truly 

wish them well; have we rid 
ourselves of selfish desires so 
that we are always calm and 
content; is our heart really 
clean?

This is the subtlety of be-
ing a charitable soul. When 
we honestly look within and 
change ourselves for the bet-

ter, then when our final mo-
ment approaches, we will be 
able to leave this world with a 
clear conscience, borne on the 
good wishes of those we have 
served.
B.K. Surya is a Rajyoga teacher at 
the Brahma Kumaris headquar-
ters in Mount Abu, Rajasthan. 

Creating our destiny
taking Charge

“What’s really going on?”
Things seem to be getting 

more and more chaotic, and 
it helps at times like these 
to try to understand what 
is really going on. In a nut-
shell, it all comes down to 
energy. Everything is en-
ergy. There are two types 
of energy – one is material 
and the other is non-mate-
rial. Material energy takes 
a physical form, and this is 
what we see all around us 
and what appears to be in 
chaos. The second law of 
thermodynamics states that 
energy moves from order 
to chaos - entropy. What we 
are seeing around us now 
is the entropic state of our 

physical world, which has 
been in process in very slow 
motion over thousands of 
years. 

Up until now, the sun has 
been replenishing and re-
freshing the world, in such a 
way that we have not really 
noticed what has been hap-
pening. But, in the last 100 
years or so, we have been 
releasing energy faster than 
the sun can replenish. This 
is now creating chaos in 
the physical environment:  
global cooling, global warm-
ing, climate change, water 
pollution, air pollution. 
Everything expands from 
order to chaos and the only 
thing that keeps the process 
slow or re-energises, is a 
source of energy from out-
side the system.

The natural state of matter 
is form. However, the natu-
ral state of non-material 
energy or consciousness, is 
formless. The soul, spirit, 
psyche or consciousness, 
is what I really am, and 
my natural state is form-
less, radiant. We have over 

thousands of years learnt to 
identify with the forms we 

occupy. Because we identify 
with the body, we become 

attached to it and our pos-
sessions and others. Any 

perceived threat to these 
attachments results in emo-

tions. Whenever we become 
‘emotional’ we are experi-
encing chaos in conscious-
ness. If we are attached to 
anything, a person, an idea, 
a belief system, we are going 
to suffer emotional chaos. 
Emotions are addictive be-
cause we have become de-
pendent on the five senses 
and believe that happiness 
is to be had from something 
outside of ourselves, but 
intuitively we know that it 
is not, because happiness 
from the outside is so short-
lived. This is why we contin-
ually go searching for more 
sensual stimulation. Or al-
ternatively we look for rea-
sons why that happiness is 
so short-lived, and we have 
the stress, fear and anxiety 
in between. Love, joy and 
peace are not emotions – 
they are natural states of 
being and are to be found 
within. This is why medita-
tion has endured through 
thousands of years, because 
it is the way to transcend, 
become formless, become 
aware of being free.

What is going on is exactly 
what is supposed to be go-
ing on. Form is becoming 
chaotic, consciousness is be-
coming chaotic, but every-
thing is unfolding exactly as 
it should. It is all the way it 
is meant to be – like the cli-
mactic point in a beautiful 
symphony. Little by little, 
individuals are beginning 
to think differently from the 
masses who think that the 
world is all there is, and be-
coming aware of conscious-
ness and setting themselves 
free. They are working on 
their own consciousness, 
embrace everything as it is 
and everyone as they are, 
and changing the level of 
vibration of energy that they 
are emitting. The effect will 
be dramatic. It is all part of 
the game we are playing – 
formlessness is the ultimate 
freedom of consciousness.

Mike George is an author of 16 
books focussed mostly around 
self-awareness and spiritual in-
telligence. His new website is at 
www.relax7.com

Making sense of a ChaotiC world
energy vision

Mike george

B.k. SuryA

NiNA BuchANAN

Does my pride hold me to ransom?
gratifiCation

Meditation is the way to transcend, become formless, become aware of being free.

If I am not in alignment with my true self, I will not align with others.

We fly on the wings of joy and blessings when we have served others selflessly.
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PRECAUTIONARY CHECK

Ricky Ponting suffers health 
scare during commentary, 
pays visit to hospital

Legendary Australia batter Ricky Pon-
ting suffered a health scare while com-
mentating during day three of the first 
Test between Australia and West Indies, 
which forced him to leave the com-
mentary box for an impromptu 
hospital visit.

As per Syd-
ney Morning 
Herald, Ponting 
reported feeling 
unwell midway 
on day three 
of the match at 
Perth. He trav-
elled to seek 
precautionary 
checks on his 
heart.  “Ricky 
Ponting is un-
well and will 
not be providing 
commentary for 
the remainder 
of today’s cov-
erage,” a Seven 
spokesperson 
said as reported 
by The Sydney 
Morning Her-
ald.

It has been a 
difficult couple 
of years for Aus-
tralian cricket as 

far as heart health is concerned. This 
year, the game lost two of the big-

gest legends to wear Australian 
colours, Rod Marsh and Shane 

Warne in March. Dean Jones, an-
other Australian batter also sud-

denly passed away due to 
a heart attack in Sep-

tember 2020. 

Also, former Western Aus-
tralia wicketkeeper and more 
recently Netherlands coach, 
Ryan Campbell also experi-
enced a cardiac episode in 
April this year, due to which 
he almost died.

Ponting has represented 
Aussies in 168 Tests, having 
scored 13.378 runs at an av-
erage of 51.85, with 41 tons 
and 62 fifties. In 375 ODIs, 
he scored 13,704 runs at an 
average of 42.03, with 30 
centuries and 82 fifties. In 
17 T20Is, he made 401 runs 
at an average of 28.64 and 
scored two fifties. He was a 
part of Australian team that 
won three straight 50-over 
World Cups in 1999, 2003 
and 2007, leading the side to 
triumphs in later two tourna-
ments as skipper. 
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WOMEN’S CRICKET

Harmanpreet Kaur to lead 
India against Oz in T20I series

The Board of Control for 
Cricket in India on Friday an-
nounced the Indian women’s 
squad for the upcoming five-
match T20I series against 
Australia.

India will play their first 
T20I match against Aus-
tralia on 9 December at the 
D.Y. Patil Stadium while the 
second match will take place 
on 11 December at the same 
venue. Both teams will move 
on to the Brabourne Stadium 
for the third, fourth and fifth 
T20I which will be held on 
14, 17 and 20 December re-
spectively. Harmanpreet 
Kaur will lead the 15-member 
squad while star batter Smri-
ti Mandhana would play the 
role of her deputy. India will 
head into the series with two 

wicketkeepers Yastika Bha-
tia and Richa Ghosh.

The D.Y. Patil Stadium and 
the CCI in Mumbai will host 
the T20I series against Aus-
tralia. The usual suspects, 

like Jemimah Rodrigues, 
Shafali Verman, and Deepti 
Sharma, have made the cut. 
Spinner Rajeshwari Gaik-
wad’s name appears on the 
list as well. Pooja Vastrakar 
had been ruled out from the 
series due to injury and was 
not considered for selection.

“Monika Patel, Arundhati 
Reddy, SB Pokharkar and 
Simran Bahadur have been 
selected as net bowlers. 
Pooja Vastrakar is ruled out 
owing to an injury and was 
not considered for selection,” 
BCCI said in a statement.

With the ICC Women’s 
T20 World Cup 2023 fast 
approaching, the five-match 
assignment will be crucial 
for both India and Australia 
in finding the right combina-
tion for the marquee tourna-
ment.

TDG NETWORK
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OPINION

Hardik Pandya best option to 
lead team India: Moeen Ali
English all-rounder Moeen 
Ali placed his bet on Hardik 
Pandya and labelled him 
the most suitable candidate 
to lead India going forward 
amid speculations of cap-
tain Rohit Sharma forfeiting 
the T20 captaincy after the 
team’s exit in the semifinals 
of the T20 World Cup. The 
player was talking exclu-
sively to ANI while he was 
leading Morrisville Samp 
Army in the T10 league, 
playing in the Abu Dhabi.

“Make Hardik Pandya 
captain of team India. He 
is the best option team In-
dia have right now,” said 
Moeen.

Moeen reflected on India’s 
semi final defeat against 
his team and cited that the 
Asian giants missed the 
ploy of playing a leg-spinner 
in the crucial game which 
proved fatal for them.

“Not playing leg spinner 
that day cost team India a 

lot. In my opinion if a leg 
spinner would have played 
in the team that day, the 
situation could have been 
different,” expressed the 
all-rounder.

Moen was in the squad 
that day and he felt that 
the ‘Men in Blue’ lacked 
a few runs, “Yes we were 

confident that day as India 
was short of runs and we 
expected that they could 
put around 200 or plus on 
score board but they post-
ed 160 plus. Our batsman 
were confident of samsh-
ing Indian bowlers and 
that’s what they did,” said 
the English player. The all-

rounder shared his views 
on the 10 over format of the 
T10 league that he is a part 
of and mentioned that the 
bowlers find it very difficult 
since the odds are stacked 
heavily against them.

Talking about the format 
of T10 league he said, “This 
format is very unique and 
fast and it’s very difficult for 
bowlers to ball as batsman 
totally smash the bowlers.”

Moeen heaped praises on 
Virat Kohli for coming out of 
a slump in form and termed 
it a sign of a great player.

“Virat is back in form this 
is a good sign, every player 
goes through this stage 
once in lifetime but only 
some could come out from 
it and Virat did it,” stated 
the player. He also talked 
about talismanic batsman 
Suryakumar yadav who has 
been in stellar form this year 
and said, “I hope Suryaku-
mar Yadav plays and contin-
ues playing like this till 2023 
World Cup.”
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Hardik Pandya 

Manu Bhaker with Yashodhara Raje Scindia

4 GOLDS

MANU BHAKER SWEEPS WOMEN’S 25M 
PISTOL COMPETITION AT 65TH NSCC
Olympian Manu Bhaker, 
swept the women’s 25m pis-
tol competition at the 65th 
National Shooting Champi-
onship Competitions (65th 
NSCC), adding the indi-
vidual women’s and junior 
women’s gold to the two-
team golds she had already 
won in the discipline.

In a stellar show, Manu 
representing Haryana out-
gunned CRPF’s Pushpan-
jali Rana 33-27 in the wom-
en’s medal match at the MP 
Shooting Academy range in 
Bhopal and then her state-
mate Vibhuti Bhatia 32-24, 
in the junior women’s title 
round to bag an individual 
double. She had already se-
cured both the team golds 
in the events on Wednesday. 
On Thursday, she came sec-
ond in the first semi-final of 
the women’s 25m pistol to 
Pushpanjali to make it to the 
four-woman medal round. 
In the juniors, she topped 

the second semi-final for a 
shot at a medal. Vibhuti won 
bronze in the women’s event 
while Telangana’s Megana 
Sadula won bronze in the 
juniors as read in a state-
ment by the National Rifle 
Association of India.

Over at the Vattiyoorkkavu 
Shooting Range in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Kerala, where 
the Rifle nationals are tak-
ing place, Punjab’s Samik-
sha Dhingra and Arjun 
won the 10m air rifle mixed 
team competition with a flu-

ent 17-5 win over Madhya 
Pradesh’s Shreya Agrawal 
and Harshit Binjwa. Rajas-
than’s Divyansh Singh Pan-
war and Nisha Kanwar and 
Tamil Nadu’s Sri Karthik 
Sabari Raj and R. Narmada 
settled for bronze.

In the junior mixed team 
rifle, Haryana’s Nancy and 
Gurmukh won 16-10 over 
Karnataka’s Tilottama Sen 
and Darius. Maharashtra’s 
Arya and Ranavir and Chan-
digarh’s Mahit and Harsh 
won bronze.

Earlier on Wednesday at 
the Dr. Karni Singh Shoot-
ing range in Delhi where the 
Shotgun nationals are on, 
Madhya Pradesh’s Anwar 
Hasan Khan and Manisha 
Keer overcame Tamil Nadu’s 
Prithviraj Tondaiman and 
N.Nivetha 6-4 to win gold 
in the Trap Mixed Team 
competition. Rajasthan and 
Haryana won bronze. Raj-
asthan’s Vivaan Kapoor and 
Manvi won gold in the Trap 
Mixed Team Junior event. 
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Sam Curran, who was 
part of England’s T20 
World Cup winning 

squad and was also the player 
of the tournament at the 2022 
World Cup, is one of 21 men 
who have set a maximum re-
serve price of INR 2 crore for 
the 2023 IPL auction sched-
uled on 23 December.

There isn’t a single Indian 
player in the 2 crore tier, in-
cluding England Test cap-
tain Ben Stokes, Australian 
allrounder Cameron Green, 
New Zealand captain Kane 
Williamson, and Nicholas 
Pooran, who just stepped 
down as West Indies white-
ball skipper. At the auction, 
a maximum of 87 players 
(squad strength of 25 apiece) 
can be purchased, with 30 
of them being international 
names. The auction will take 
place in Kochi on December 
23. The original long list, 
which the IPL shared with 

the 10 franchises on Thurs-
day, has 991 players (714 
Indian and 277 from other 
countries). The IPL will trim 
this down based on feedback 
from franchisees, who have 
until December 9 to respond 
to tournament officials.

In an unusual move, no In-
dian player is placed in the 
top listed price range of INR 
2 crore. The list of 19 capped 
Indians consists primarily of 
former national players such 

as Ajinkya Rahane, Ishant 
Sharma, and Mayank Agar-
wal. Rahane was released by 
Kolkata Knight Riders after 
being purchased for one crore 
in the last auction. This time, 
his starting price is INR 50 
lakh. Ishant is looking for 
INR 75 lakh after going un-
sold in 2022.

Agarwal was the first 
player retained by Punjab 
Kings prior to the mega auc-
tion last year and was also 

named captain of the team. 
However, a disappointing 
season for both the player 
and the team pushed Kings 
to dismiss Agarwal, who had 
been paid INR 14 crores last 
season. Agarwal has set his 
starting price at one crore. 
Jaydev Unadkat, a left-arm 
fast bowler who has been 
among the highest-paid play-
ers in IPL auctions, has set 
his starting price at INR 50 
lakh. Unadkat, who guided 
Saurashtra to the Vijay Haz-
are Trophy final, where he is 
the leading wicket-taker, was 
released by the Mumbai Indi-
ans, who had signed him for 
INR 1.3 crore in 2022.

The sequence in which a 
player’s name is called out 
for bidding has been the 
most eagerly anticipated 
aspect of an IPL auction, 
whether mega or mini. And, 
typically, franchises place a 
high value on the names in 
the marquee set, which opens 
proceedings. Curran, Stokes, 
Williamson, and Pooran are 

likely to be included in this 
group, as is Agarwal.

Currran last appeared in 
the tournament for Chennai 
Super Kings in 2021, before 
a stress fracture in his lower 
back forced him to miss a 
significant amount of time. 
The Super Kings previously 
purchased Curran for INR 
5.5 crore and will attempt 
to do so again, though rival 
franchises such as Sunris-
ers Hyderabad and Punjab 
Kings, who have the two 
largest purses, will have a 
better chance of acquiring the 
England allrounder who is a 
proven match-winner with 
both ball and bat.

Stokes’ last appearance 
in the IPL was also in 2021. 
Stokes, who played for Raj-
asthan Royals, was injured 
around the halfway point 
of the season. Stokes was 
purchased by the Royals for 
INR 12.5 crore in 2018 and 
signed a three-year contract 
with them. Stokes opted out 
of the IPL in 2022.

IPL 2023
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Sam Curran, Ben Stokes are expected to get highest bids 

IPL MINI-AUCTION: STOKES, 
CURRAN, WILLIAMSON PLACED IN 
RS 2 CRORE BASE PRICE CATEGORY

NEW JOURNEY

DWAYNE BRAVO ANNOUNCES IPL RETIREMENT, 
APPOINTED AS CSK BOWLING COACH
Former West Indies all-
rounder Dwayne Bravo has 
announced his retirement 
from the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) as a player, but 
he will continue his journey 
with the league and his fran-
chise Chennai Super Kings 
(CSK) as a bowling coach for 
next season of the league.

“Chennai Super Kings 
have appointed Dwayne 
Bravo as the team’s bowling 
coach ahead of IPL 2023. 
Bravo has called time on his 
playing days in the IPL, hav-
ing played the tournament 
since its inception in 2008. 
L Balaji is taking a break 
for one year due to personal 
commitments, but he will be 

available for the Super Kings 
Academy,” said a statement 
from CSK. Chennai Super 
Kings had parted ways with 
veteran all-rounder Dwayne 
Bravo and released the West 
Indian ahead of the IPL 
mini-auction.

“I am looking forward to 
this new journey because 

it is something I see myself 
doing after my playing days 
is fully over. I enjoy working 
with bowlers and it’s a role 
I am excited about. From 
player to coach, I do not 
think I have to adjust much 
because while I am playing, 
I always work with bowl-
ers and try to come up with 

plans and ideas on how to 
have that one step ahead of 
the batsmen. The only dif-
ference is I will no longer be 
standing at mid-on or mid-
off!,” said Bravo.

“I never thought I would be 
the leading wicket-taker in 
the history of IPL. But I am 
just happy to be a part of IPL 
history!” added Bravo.

KS Viswanathan, Chen-
nai Super Kings CEO, said: 
“Congratulations to Dwayne 
Bravo on a tremendous 
career in the IPL. He has 
been a crucial member of 
the Super Kings family for 
more than a decade and we 
are excited to continue the 
association. Bravo’s vast ex-
perience will be of immense 
value to our players and sup-

port staff. We are confident 
that our bowling group will 
thrive under his guidance.”

Bravo is the highest-ever 
wicket-taker in the IPL, with 
183 wickets from 161 match-
es. The all-rounder has also 
scored 1560 runs at a strike 
rate of around 130, playing 
key parts in many victories 
for the Super Kings.

Bravo has been an integral 
part of the Chennai Super 
Kings since 2011. He was a 
part of Chennai Super Kings’ 
IPL victories in 2011, 2018 
and 2021 and the Champi-
ons League T20 victory in 
2014. He was also the first 
player to win the Purple 
Cap for most wickets in an 
IPL season twice (2013 and 
2015).

Former West Indies all-rounder Dwayne Bravo The Board of Control for Cricket 
in India announced the Indian 
women’s squad that will be led 
by Harmanpreet Kaur for the 
upcoming five-match T20I se-
ries against Australia on Friday.
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 GROUP H

Uruguay beat Ghana 2-0 but 
fail to qualify for last 16

Giorgian de Arrascaeta 
scored a brace for Uru-
guay as they defeated Gha-
na 2-0 here at Al Janoub 
Stadium but despite the 
victory, they failed to ad-
vance to the last 16.

Ghana started off ag-
gressively as Inaki Wil-
liams’ assist helped Jordan 
Ayew’s right-footed shot 
from outside the box was 
saved in the bottom right 
corner. Uruguay’s Sergio 
Rochet conceded a penalty 
after a foul. Still, Ghana’s 
Andre Ayew failed to 
capitalise on this great op-
portunity as his left-footed 
shot was saved in the bot-
tom right corner.

In the 26th minute, Uru-
guay took Giorgian de 
Arrascaeta’s header from 
very close range to the cen-
tre of the goal.

Six minutes Luis Su-
arez’s assist helped Gior-
gian de Arrascaeta take 
a right-footed shot from 
the centre of the box to the 
centre of the goal. Arras-
caeta’s brace helped Uru-
guay take a 2-0 lead going 
into half-time. The South 
American side got five yel-
low cards while Ghana got 
only two.

In the second half things 
did not go the way Uru-
guay would have liked as 
Suarez got a yellow card in 
the 60th minute. Uruguay 
had seven shots on target 
in comparison to Ghana 

who had only 4. However, 
Ghana had slightly more 
possession of 51 per cent 
compared to Uruguay, 
which had 49 per cent.

In Group H’s other en-
counter, South Korea’s 2-1 
triumph over Portugal 
took them through to sec-

ond place. Uruguay and 
South Korea both ended 
with a zero-goal difference 
but the Koreans scored a 
total of four goals in their 
three matches, with the 
South American team 
scoring only two goals 
against Ghana. 

A stoppage time goal 
from Hwang Hee-
chan helped outsid-

ers South Korea register a 
shocking 2-1 win over Por-
tugal in the Group H match 
of the FIFA World Cup and 
qualify for the knockout 
stage of the tournament.

On Friday at the Educa-
tion City Stadium, The Ko-
reans took second place in 
the group behind leaders 
Portugal who had already 
qualified for the last 16 round 
before their match against 
the South Koreans.

Portugal topped the group 
with seven points, followed 
by South Korea and Uruguay 
with four, and Ghana with 
three.

Portugal had taken an early 
lead in the very 5th minute 
through Ricardo Horta 
but the Koreans equalised 
22 minutes later with Kim 
Young-Gwon finding the 
back of the net. The teams 
went into the half-time break 
tied at one-all.

There were no goals 
thereafter till Hee-chan an-
nounces himself as a new 
sporting hero as his stoppage 
time goal put South Korea 
through to the next round 
and was greeted with a ris-
ing crescendo of noise from 
the South Korean fans.

In the Uruguay-Ghana tie, 
the African side lost 2-0, but 

despite the win, Uruguay 
could not make it to the 
next stage as the Asian side 
pipped them to the post on a 
better goal difference.

In the other thrilling game 
on Friday, Ghana’s Andre 
Ayew missed a penalty 
before Giorgian de Arras-
caeta scored a brace in the 
first half. The South Kore-

ans scripted the second big 
shock in two days by Asian 
teams with Japan having de-
feated Spain on Wednesday 
to make it to the next round 
as group leaders.

The Koreans, however, 
finished second and it was 
only the third time they are 
making it to the Round of 16 
in eleven World Cup appear-

ances.
Portugal go through to the 

last 16 as Group H winners 
and will meet Serbia, Swit-
zerland, or Cameroon. South 
Korea’s reward for finishing 
second is an appointment 
with Brazil.

The 15 teams have already 
qualified for the knockout 
stage with South Korea join-

ing Japan, Spain, Morocco, 
Croatia, Argentina, Poland, 
Australia, Portugal, Bra-
zil, England, France, the 
Netherlands, Senegal and 
USA, the last and final team 
will be decided in Friday’s 
group matches with Serbia, 
Switzerland and Camer-
oon vying for one spot from  
Group G.

STOPPAGE TIME GOAL

SOUTH KOREA STUN PORTUGAL 
TO QUALIFY FOR KNOCKOUTS

 DISAPPOINTMENT

It’s absolute catastrophe: Muller 
on team’s exit from World Cup

German forward Thomas 
Muller expressed his disap-
pointment after the four-time 
World Cup winner crashed 
out from the World Cup and 
termed it ‘absolute catastrophe’ 
on Friday. It is significant to 
mention it is the second suc-
cessive time that Germany 
has been eliminated from the 
group stage. “It’s an absolute 
catastrophe. It is unbeliev-
ably bitter for us because our 
result would have been enough 
[if Spain hadn’t lost to Japan]. 
It’s a feeling of powerlessness. 
If that was my last game for 
Germany, it has been a tremen-
dous pleasure, thank you very 
much,” said Muller.

Despite a 4-2 victory over 
Costa Rica at Al Bayt Stadium, 
Japan’s 2-1 victory over Spain 
in Doha effectively eliminated 
Germany’s chances of qualify-
ing from Group E.

A 2-1 loss to Japan in their 
opening game at Qatar 2022 
proved costly for Germany, 
which is set to host Euro 2024 
in just over 18 months.

With that tournament fast 
approaching, German coach 
Hansi Flick did not address 
his own future as the coach 
and stated that significant ad-
justments will be required to 
ensure Germany’s competi-
tiveness in Euro 2024.

“In light of the Euros, it is 
difficult to talk about that 
right now, but we need to 
assess our World Cup, head 

into a different direction. This 
is the next step we will take, 
and we will do it very soon. 
We can get up quickly and 
recover. We will see what the 
future looks like and how we 

can implement our ideas. I am 
a very critical person and we 
will assess everything,” said 
Flick.

The inability of Spain to 
avoid defeat versus Japan 

was decisive for Germany, but 
Flick insisted that his team 
had no one but themselves 
to blame for their defeat.

“I don’t care about different 
teams, it’s all up to us. If you 
look at the games and number 
of goals that were our fault, 
I am convinced that we gave 
away our chances against 
Spain and Japan. You have to 
take your chances and score 
goals. If we had, it would have 
been a different story. There 
were lots of individual mis-
takes in the games and it made 
me very angry. I told the team 
I was upset. But I am not look-
ing for excuses. We fulfilled 
our duty today, we got the 
win, but the scoreline could 
have been better,” stated the 
German coach. 

Korean footballer Hwang Hee-chan scores a gaol in the 90+1’ during the match between South Korea and Portugal in the FIFA World Cup 
2022, at Education City Stadium, Al Rayyan on Friday.

Uruguayan footballer Luis Suárez during the match between Ghana 
and Uruguay in the FIFA World Cup 2022, at Al Janoub Stadium, 
Al-Wakrah on Friday. 
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Germany’s Serge Gnabry celebrates with teammate Thomas Müller 
after scoring a goal during the match against Costa Rica in the FIFA 
World Cup 2022, at Al Bayt Stadium, in Al Khor on Friday.

RESIGNATION

ROBERTO MARTINEZ TO VACATE BELGIUM’S 
COACH POST AFTER GROUP-STAGE EXIT
Belgium coach Roberto Mar-
tinez announced his resigna-
tion as a result of his team’s 
early elimination from the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar, 
coming in the tournament 
as favourites having been 
ranked number two in the 
FIFA rankings.

Following a 0-0 tie with 
Croatia, Belgium was elimi-
nated from the group stage, 
placing third behind the 
Croatians and group win-
ners Morocco. Belgium 
would have advanced to the 

round of 16 if they had won 
their last group encounter. 
“My situation is very clear. 
This is the end for me. What-
ever the result of this tour-
nament, I took the decision 
before the World Cup. It’s all 
about long term. Since 2018, 
I could have taken many jobs. 
I don’t resign, it’s just ending 
like this,” said Martinez in a 
news conference as quoted 
by ESPN.

Belgium had multiple 
chances to score the winning 
goal against Croatia and go to 
the knockout stages. The 0-0 
result summed up a poor 
season in which they only 

scored once in three games 
and received more attention 
for reported off-field squab-
bles than for their football on 
the field.

Martinez took over as Bel-
gium’s coach in 2016, suc-

ceeding Marc Wilmots. The 
Spaniard, who formerly 
coached Everton, Wigan 
Athletic, and Swansea City, 
led Belgium’s so-called gold-
en generation to a third-place 
finish in the 2018 World Cup 
and a quarterfinal exit from 
Euro 2020. The Royal Bel-
gian Association (RFBA) 
issued a statement and 
thanked Martinez for his 
immense contribution to 
Belgian football.

“We thank Roberto Mar-
tinez for everything he 
achieved with this Golden 
Generation, as a coach as 
well as a technical director: 

four consecutive years num-
ber one on the FIFA ranking, 
a bronze medal at the 2018 
World Cup, qualification for 
the UEFA 2021 Euros, the 
2021 UEFA Nations League 
Final Four and the 2022 
World Cup. With his team 
Roberto left an immense 
legacy for the next Belgian 
football generations,” CEO 
Peter Bossaert said.

Martinez said that some 
of the team’s golden genera-
tion may also be parting, but 
he believes he is leaving the 
team with a new group of 
young players to carry them 
forward.

 GROUP E 

Japan stage comeback to 
book Round of 16 spot

Japan continued its trend 
to upset the European 
teams at the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup as it staged a 
comeback in the second 
half to edge Spain 2-1 in a 
crucial group E encounter 
at the Khalifa International 
Stadium on Friday.

Japan made a spirited re-
covery in the second half 
to find the back of the net 
twice and then defended 
superbly to hand Spain 
their 1st defeat of the tour-
nament. The Asian team 
stormed to the Round of 16 
while Spain also advanced 
despite the loss, after end-
ing in the second position 
of Group E. The second 
half saw Japan’s Ritsu Doy-
an blast a fabulous goal in 
the 48th minute to level the 
score. Spain was still recov-
ering from the goal but Ao 
Tanaka scored in the 50th 
minute to give Japan the 
lead which proved pivotal 
for the Asian team.

Spain were eager to find 
the equalizer and made 
four substitutions in a 
span of 10 minutes with 
the Spanish coach going 
for attacking options.

The 2010 World Cup 
winners had their chances 
but the Japanese defence 
stood firm to block out the 
shots and were tenacious 
to defend, denying Spain 
a goal. Spain were unable 
to score in the second half 
as they suffered their first 
defeat in the FIFA World 
Cup. The first half saw 
Spain strike early through 
Alvaro Morata to take a 
1-0 lead against Japan at 
the end of the first half in a 

Group E match at the Khal-
ifa International Stadium.

Morata found the back 
of the net for Spain in the 
12th minute after he went 
airborne to head the ball 
off a cross from right-back 
Cesar Azpilicueta to put 
the Spanish team ahead.

The 2010 World Cup 
winners dominated the 
first half as they enjoyed an 
overwhelming possession 
of the ball and kept things 
tight with immaculate 
passes and skilful play in 
the midfield.

Japan was under pres-
sure from the word go as 
they hardly found posses-
sion and could not breach 
the Spanish defence in the 
limited opportunities that 
came their way.

Spain took lead in the 
12th minute and from 
thereon, Japan chased a 
lot in the game because it 
was all Spain in the last 
few minutes. The 2010 
winners, on the other 
hand, did not appear to 

be threatening enough 
because they had all the 
patience in the world to 
keep the possession them-
selves.

Japan tried to break the 
shackle through a coun-
ter in the 27th minute but 
Daichi Kamada’s run was 
early only to be flagged 
offside. The Japanese also 
made a challenge on Gavi 
that saw the play getting 
stopped for a while.

The Asian team tried to 
find an equalizer in the dy-
ing minutes of the half but 
were unable to get through 
the Spanish defence line. 
Spain was the dominant 
side as they shared more 
possession and were able 
to take a 1-0 lead at the end 
of the first half.

Japan lead Group E with 
six points under their belt 
while Spain are placed sec-
ond in the points table.

Both teams will look to 
go for the kill in the second 
half as a win will ensure a 
knockout place. 
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Japan team players celebrate after beating Spain 2-1 in the 
FIFA World Cup 2022, at Khalifa International Stadium, in Al 
Rayyan on Friday.
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