
polls in delhi 

Backtrack 

Final phase of 
polling in Gujarat to 
decide fate of bigwigs 

peaceful Mcd polls, overall 
50% turnout recorded 

iran aBolishes ‘Morality 
police’ as anti-hijaB 
protests continue 

Gujarat goes for second and 
final phase of polling on 
Monday in high-stakes politi-
cal battle in the state. Polling 
will be conducted for 93 As-
sembly constituencies across 
14 districts of north and cen-

tral Gujarat. As many as 833 
candidates from 61 parties 
are in the fray in the second 
phase of the Gujarat elections 
whose fate will be decided by 
over 2.51 crore electorates. 

The Election Commission 
has established 26,409 

Polling for the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
took place in the national 
capital on Sunday, the first 
since the big merger. The 
State Election Commission 
confirmed that the overall 
voter turnout at the end of 
polling for the MCD) stood 
at 50 per cent (approx) at 
5.30 pm. The voter turn-

out, however, as less com-
pared to the last two elec-
tions with main rivals BJP 
and AAP claiming victory 
in the high-stakes contest.

No major glitches in elec-
tronic voting machines were 
reported and the voting 
passed off peacefully with 
high security observed at

As anti-hijab protests con-
tinue, Iran has scrapped its 
morality police on Sunday.  
The decision was taken af-
ter more than two months 
of protests triggered by the 
arrest of 22-year-old Mahsa 
Amini for allegedly violating 
the country’s strict female 
dress code. 

The protests began in mid-
September and witnessed 
clashes, and killings of dem-

onstrators in large numbers. 
Arab News recently report-
ed citing a human rights 
group that Iranian Security 
Forces have killed at least 
448 people in a crackdown 
on protests held in Iran. 

The protests in Iran erupt-
ed after Mahsa Amini was 
taken into custody by Iran’s 
morality police on 16 Sep-
tember for wearing an ‘in-
appropriate’ headscarf, and 
later died, drawing allega-
tions of custodial violence.

india lose to 
Bangladesh By  
1 wicket 
DHAKA: India lost a nail-
bitter match in the first 
ODI of the three-match 
series against Bangla-
desh by one wicket being 
played here at Shere 
Bangla National Stadium 
in Dhaka on Sunday. 
India lost their first One 
Day International against 
Bangladesh after seven 
years which came in the 
year 2015. Defending a 
modest 187-run target, 
India need early wickets 
and Deepak Dhahar did 
exactly that dismissing 
opener Najmul Hossain 
Shanto in the very first 
ball of the match.  India 
sunk to 156/8 in 34.4 
overs. Ebadot got his 
third wicket of the match 
and he ended Rahul’s 
resistance at the crease. 
The batter scored 73 off 
70 balls with five fours 
and four sixes. India was 
179/9 and on the course 
of being bundled out 
before touching 200.

leopard dies 
after Being hit 
with stones By 
villagers
Damoh: A leopard who 
had entered a village in 
Madhya Pradesh, died 
on Sunday, while it was 
taken to hospital in 
injured condition, forest 
officials said. 
District Forest Officer 
(DFO) MS Uikey told 
ANI that a leopard was 
observed in the village 
on Saturday. Initially, 
the villagers also shot 
videos of the leopard. 
But when the leopard 
attacked a person, 
forest officers were 
contacted.
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rule of law 

aiMing at election girls in rave party 

g20 presidency

rahul not to attend 
winter session, 
congress clarifies 

fir against shuttler 
lakshya sen, faMily 
on age fraud

PM to inaugurate 
2-day BJP office 
bearers meeting 

3 engineering students held for rave 
party in Hyderabad 

Mamata and Stalin to attend  
all-party meet, KCR likely to skip 

Congress MP K.C. Venugo-
pal on Sunday said that it is 
not practical for former par-
ty president Rahul Gandhi 
to attend the winter session 
of Parliament as Bharatb 
Jodo Yatra is underway. 

The winter session will 
begin on 7 December and 
will last until 29 December. 
The session also had to be 
delayed by a month due to 
the Gujarat election sched-

ule. “Bharat Jodo Yatra is 
underway. It is not practical 
for Rahul Gandhi to attend 
the winter session of Parlia-
ment,” Venugopal said at a 
press conference here. 
“Today in the meeting 
of the Congress Steering 
Committee, we discussed 
two things. First is the ple-
nary session of our party 
which we have decided 
to hold in the second half 
of February. It will be a 
3-day session which will

India’s number one shuttler 
Lakshya Sen, his family and 
former national coach Vimal 
Kumar have been charged 
with cheating and age fraud 
in an FIR (First Information 
Report) filed in Bengaluru. 

According to media reports, 
the FIR has been filed by M 
Goviappa Nagaraja, who 
alleged that the 2022 Com-
monwealth Gold Medalist 
and his brother Chirag Sen 
had doctored their age to get 
into playing age-group tour-
naments since 2010. The 
FIR also names Lakshya’s 
parents Dhirendra Sen and 
Nirmala Sen in the FIR. The 
star shuttler’s father is a 

coach with the Sports Au-
thority of India.

Vimal Kumar, the accused 
coach has been coaching the 
Sen brothers for more than 
10 years. 

According to the Indian 
Penal Code, they have been 
accused of cheating (Section 
420), forgery (468), passing 
off a fake document as a le-
gitimate one (471), and acts 
carried out by several people 
with a common intention 
(34). 

The Sens, who are from 
Uttarakhand, are trained 
under Kumar at Bengaluru’s 
Prakash Padukone Bad-
minton Academy, while the 
complainant is the head of 
another academy in the city.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate the 
two-day national office bear-
ers meeting of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) to discuss 
preparations for the 2024 
Lok Sabha elections. 

Next year’s assembly elec-
tions will also be discussed 
in the meeting. The meeting 
will be conducted at the cen-
tral office of the BJP today 
afternoon. 

The 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions will also be discussed 
in this meeting. 

The Hayatnagar police on 
Saturday raided a farm-
house on the outskirts of 
Hyderabad and arrested 
three engineering students 
from a rave party. 

There were at least 37 
students, including 4 girls, 

at the party, which was re-
portedly organised by three 
female students. The police 
recovered ganja from the 
three students who were 
arrested. 30 others were 
counselled by the authori-
ties. A video shared on 
Twitter shows the police 
raiding the farmhouse. 

The police seized 50 

grams of Ganja, 10 cars and 
liquor bottles. The accused 
were counselled by the po-
lice in the presence of their 
parents. It is to be noted one 
of the attendees managed to 
escape the farmhouse. Fur-
ther details regarding the 
case are awaited.

According to police, it is 
said that they indulged in a 

rave party to celebrate the 
birthday of a person named 
Subhash. After getting the 
information, the police 
rushed to the spot and con-
ducted raids. The police 
found the students under 
the influence of ganja. The 
police informed their par-
ents and gave counselling to 
them.

As India takes over the presidency of the 
G20 for one year from 1 December 2022, 
heads of political parties will attend a meet-
ing convened by the central government to-
morrow to discuss the way forward. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is likely 

to chair the meeting. Further, External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar, Leader of Ra-
jya Sabha and Commerce Minister Piyush 
Goyal and Finance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman are likely to be present on behalf of 
the government.

As per government sources, BJP president 
J.P. Nadda, Congress president Mallikarjun
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crucial polls 

Battle ready

An Operational Demonstration is being showcased 
by the Indian Navy on the occasion of Navy Day, at 

Ramakrishna Beach, in Visakhapatnam on Sunday. ANi

The air quality in the 
national capital and 
surrounding areas 

on Sunday worsened dras-
tically, leading to a ban of 
construction and demoli-
tion activities. Authorities 
in Delhi have issued fresh 
restrictions on construc-
tion work and demolition 
activities.

Delhi’s 24-hour average air 
quality index (AQI) stood 
at 407 at 4 pm on Sunday, 
however, at one point it 
reached 447. Following this, 
CAQM directed the authori-
ties to impose a ban on all 
construction and demoli-
tion activities in Delhi-NCR, 

except in essential projects.
The ban will be effective 

under Stage III of the Grad-
ed Response Action Plan 
(GRAP).

In fact, the air quality has 
been very poor during the 
weekend. On Saturday and 
Sunday, the national capital 
woke up to smog with very 
poor AQI. Noida on Sat-
urday also recorded ‘very 
poor’ AQI on Sunday at 379.

The announcement came 
after the air quality in Delhi 
and the national capital 
region worsened again, 
breaching the ‘severe’ cat-
egory. The CAQM, which 
on Sunday chaired a meet-
ing to review the air qual-
ity in Delhi-NCR, put out a 
release saying, “As the AQI 

in Delhi has slipped into ‘se-
vere’ category, the sub-com-
mittee had decided that all 
actions, as envisaged under 
Stage III of the GRAP, be 
implemented in right ear-
nest by all the agencies con-
cerned, with immediate ef-
fect in the NCR, in addition 
to all action under Stage I 
and Stage II of the GRAP.” 
The panel further observed 
that the air quality saw a 

further deterioration over 
the last 24 hours, with 
Delhi’s overall Air Qual-
ity Index (AQI) at 407 on 
4 December, according to 
Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB). 

In its order CAQM said, 
“All private construction 
activities are banned under 
this action plan. Apart from 
construction, demolition 
activities are also banned 

except for projects related 
to rail services or rail op-
erations, metro projects, 
airport projects, ISBT proj-
ects, projects related to na-
tional security or defence, 
projects of national impor-
tance, and healthcare fa-
cilities. Sanitation projects, 
highways, roads, flyovers, 
over bridges, power trans-
mission, and pipeline lay-
ing are also allowed during 
this period.”

“Brick kilns and hot mix 
plants not operating on 
clean fuels are also prohib-
ited from carrying out any 
activities in a bid to reduce 
pollution levels. Addition-
ally, all mining and activities 
associated with it are also not

delhi Bans construction work as 
air quality worsens to ‘severe’ 

danger of pollution
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  The fresh restrictions came after deterioration in pollution over 24 hours

 Private construction activities

 Road repair in specific areas

 Demolition work (barring some exceptions)

 Activities in brick kilns not operating on clean 
fuels 

BANNeD

I trust my friend Modi to 
bring us together: Macron 

As India assumed the G20 
Presidency on 1 December, 
French President Emman-
uel Macron exuded confi-
dence in India’s leadership. 

Taking to his official 
Twitter handle, Macron 

stressed that he trusts his 
friend Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi to unite ev-
eryone to establish peace 
and a sustainable world. 
Emmanuel Macron tweet-
ed, “One Earth. One Fam-
ily. One Future. India has 
taken over the presidency 
of #G20India! I trust my 

friend @NarendraModi to 
bring us together in order 
to build peace and a more 
sustainable world.” 

Earlier on Friday, Mal-
dives President Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih congratu-
lated Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi after India 
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REASSURANCE TO 
SACHIN PILOT
With Rajasthan assem-
bly elections coming up 
next year, the AICC had 
to step in to manage 
and control the party's 
image, which had 
been a concern due to 
the ongoing squabble 
between Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot and Sa-
chin Pilot, and sought to 
resolve it in a way that 
would result in the party 
strengthening as "stand 
united." According to 
sources, the Congress 
High Command has 
given assurance to Sa-
chin Pilot that he will be 
the face of the party in 
the next assembly polls. 
After the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, the party will take 
the final decision on 
this matter.

EYES ON 
MAMATA’S NOD
Rumor mills are doing 
the rounds in political 
circles about the vet-
eran Congress leaders 
and two sitting MPs 
who are hobnobbing 
with TMC leaders to join 
the TMC, and negotia-
tions are on. However, 
Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee appears 
unwilling to give them 
the go-ahead. The buzz 
is whether Congress's 
leaders will continue to 
be with Congress or join 
TMC.

NITISH’S VEILED 
ATTACK AT 
KEJRIWAL 
Bihar Chief Minister Ni-
tish Kumar called for a 
"one nation, one power 
tariff" policy, stating 
that some states have 
to purchase power at a 
higher rate than others. 
While making a veiled 
attack on his Delhi 
counterpart Arvind 
Kejriwal on the AAP's 
agenda of providing 
free electricity, Nitish 
said some people keep 
recommending their 
respective party and 
making offers such as 
providing free electricity 
to consumers, but such 
people have no other 
work to do, so they 
keep talking about such 
things. Without taking 
the name of any state, 
Nitish also said, "Kuchh 
Jagahon par toh ‘bahut 
hi galat kaam’ kiya gaya 
hai." 

‘TOWN-HALL 
POLITICS’ OF TMC 
Ahead of assembly 
elections, the TMC is 
striving for something 
new in Meghalaya. The 
party had organised a 
‘Town Hall – Conversa-
tion with Women’ at 
Bivar road in Shillong, 
which was addressed 
by Dr Mukul Sangma, 
Trinamool Congress 
Legislature Party 
Leader and Leader of 
Opposition. The event’s 
aim was to approach 
women voters of North 
Shillong. More such 
town halls are planned 
in the future for voter 
outreach and to deter-
mine the impact a town 
hall will have.

GUJARAT LIKELY TO FOLLOW SAME 
TREND IN SECOND PHASE 
As Gujarat is pre-

paring to enter the 
second phase of the 

poll, which will be held on 5 
December, the voting turn-
out in the first phase of Gu-
jarat is markedly low in com-
parison to the 2017 Gujarat 
election. According to the 
voting trend and analysis, 
low voting turnover shows, 
in one sense of the term, that 
the people of Gujarat are less 
interested in changing the 
political power, despite the 
fact that Congress and AAP 
both campaigned aggres-
sively to capture the anti-
incumbency factor against 
the BJP. It is most likely that 
Gujarat is going with the in-
cumbency.

The 93 seats in the second 
phase are spread across 
14 north and central Gu-
jarat districts, including 
Ahmedabad, Vadodara, and 
Gandhinagar. Three dis-
tricts, namely Ahmedabad, 
Vadodara, and Gandhinagar, 
are the major areas where 
the Aam Aadmi Party has fo-

cused more in terms of cam-
paigning. In spite of the BJP 
having more strongholds in 
Ahmedabad and Vadodara, 
the voting percentage of 
the BJP is likely to decrease 
due to the anti-incumbency 
factor. The second phase of 
the polling will most likely 
follow the same trend, but 
with a bit tight contestation 
in a few seats.

Danilimda’s seat from 
Ahmedabad will be among 
the major contestation seats 
out of total six hot seats. A 
reserved Scheduled Caste 
constituency in Ahmed-

abad city, Danilimda has 
been a stronghold for the 
Congress, with veteran 
Shailesh Parmar winning 
the seat by a comfortable 
margin of over 14,000 votes 
in 2012 and 32,000 votes 
in 2017. However, this time, 
it has got strong competi-
tion as, besides the BJP, the 
AAP and AIMIM have also 
fielded their candidates. 
Another from Ahmedabad, 
Maninagar constituency in 
Ahmedabad is also in the 
limelight as it has been a 
bastion of the BJP since the 
1990s. This is the seat that 

was contested and won by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in 2002, 2007, and 
2014. The seat is currently 
held by the BJP’s Suresh 
Patel.

Another assembly seat of 
Ghatlodia constituency in 
Ahmedabad is considered 
to be one of the strongholds 
of the BJP. The saffron party, 
thus, decided that Gujarat 
Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel would be running 
again from here. This con-
stituency has a majority of 
Patidar voters and has given 
two chief ministers to the 
state’s current CM, Bhupen-
dra Patel, and Anandiben 
Patel. In 2017, Bhupendra 
Patel won with a record mar-
gin of 1.17 lakh votes, despite 

the Hardik Patel-led Patidar 
quota agitation.

Other than Ahmedabad, 
the Godhra assembly seg-
ment is also in tight compe-
tition. This constituency has 
seen the rise of All India Ma-
jlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM), which won seven 
seats in the Godhra Munici-
pal Council polls last year 
and even tied up with inde-
pendents to keep the BJP out 
of power. Senior Congress 
leader C.K. Raulji had won 
the seat in 2007 and 2012 
but then crossed over to the 
BJP, winning against the 
Congress in 2017 but with a 
margin of 258 votes.

Another assembly seat is 
Viramgam, where AAP’s 
entry is making it challeng-
ing for both the BJP and 
Congress, whose candidate 
won it in 2017. Hardik Patel, 
who walked out of the Con-
gress despite being its state 
working president to join 
the BJP a few months ago, is 
now contesting the election 
from Viramgam on the saf-
fron party’s ticket. The AAP 
has fielded Kuvarji Thakore 
from the constituency, while 

the Congress has stuck with 
its candidate, Lakhabhai 
Bharwad.

AAP is also planning to 
make inroads into Gujarat 
this year with the Assem-
bly polls and is banking on 
its chief ministerial candi-
date, Isudan Gadhvi from 
Khambhaliya, to get the ball 
rolling. However, the seat 
he is contesting is primarily 
dominated by the Ahirs, and 
only Ahir candidates have 
been elected from the seat 
since 1972. Ahirs are catego-
rised under "other backward 
classes," just like the Gadhvi 
community. 

Isudan will be up against 
a senior Congress leader, 
incumbent MLA Vikram 
Madam, and BJP veteran 
Mulu Bera. 

The rivalry between Mad-
am and Bera dates back al-
most three decades, and the 
two are set for a showdown 
after 20 years. Gadhvi is 
from the village of Pipaliya in 
Khambhalia taluka, but his 
electoral debut is unlikely 
to be an easy affair as a non-
Ahir candidate last won the 
constituency in 1967.

GUJARAT

ELECTION 2022

By The People

BJP focuses Karhal and Kishni assembly 
segments to win Mainpuri

BJP's election campaign in 
the Mainpuri Lok Sabha 
constituency heats up as the 
campaign started from the 
Karhal assembly segment 
this week. CM Yogi Aditya-
nath appealed to Mainpuri 
voters not to be tricked by 
the Samajwadi Party's emo-
tional card played follow-
ing the death of SP founder 
Mulayam Singh Yadav while 
addressing the crowd. Espe-
cially in the areas of Karhal, 
Kishni, and Jaswant Nagar 
assembly segments where 
SP had a stronghold, the 
BJP launched a subtle game 
to challenge the Samajwadi 
Party's strategic caste con-
figuration by focusing on its 
agenda of development and 
welfare programmes to en-
hance people's lives. In the 
remaining two assembly seg-
ments of the Mainpuri Lok 
Sabha constituency, namely 
Mainpuri and Bhongaon, the 
BJP already has strongholds 
through the Upper Caste, 
Shakya, and Schedule Caste 
vote banks. Considering that 
BJP candidates won by mar-
gins of more than 10,000 
votes in both legislative dis-
tricts, the party appears to 

have an advantage.
According to statistics, 

the parliamentary constitu-
ency has over 7 lakh Yadavs, 
making them the dominant 
caste, and about 3 lakh 
Shakyas, making them the 
second dominant caste in 
the seats. In the Mainpuri 
constituency, in addition 
to these two castes, there 
are around 2 lakh Thakurs, 
roughly 1.2 lakh Brahmans, 
and 1.8 lakh Schedule caste 
members. In comparison 
to the 2009 parliamentary 
election, the BJP's voting 
percentage jumped by 36% 
in the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tion, with most of the surge 

coming from Schedule Caste 
and Non-Yadav OBC voters, 
particularly from the Shakya 
caste. When compared to the 
previous election, it is re-
markable to see that 10.71% 
of votes switched from the 
SP quota to the BJP in the 
2019 election. Since 2009, 
the BJP has significantly in-
creased its polling percent-
age, and the gap between 
BJP and the SP has steadily 
narrowed. The BJP's success 
can be ascribed to its contin-
ued search for a candidate 
who can challenge Yadav's 
dominance in the district. 
Given that the Shakya caste 
is the second-most prevalent 

caste in the Mainpuri parlia-
mentary constituency, the 
BJP has continued to run a 
Shakya candidate since the 
2014 by-election, and the 
outcome appears to be in 
their favour at least in terms 
of an increase in the BJP’s 
vote share.

In order to capture the 
Non-Yadav OBC vote in all 
five assembly segments, the 
BJP again fielded a Shakya 
candidate this time in the 
parliamentary by-election, 
Raghuraj Singh Shakya, to 
compete against Dimple Ya-
dav of the Samajwadi Party. 
However, the three assembly 
segments, Karhal, Kishni, 

and Jaswant Nagar, will be 
crucial in helping a Shakya 
candidate win the Mainpuri 
parliamentary constituency 
for the first time in its elec-
tion history because they 
have a larger Yadav popula-
tion than the other two as-
sembly segments, Mainpuri 
and Bhongaon. Therefore, 
the BJP’s major focus was on 
non-Yadav voters, especially 
in the three Samajwadi Par-
ty-held assembly constituen-
cies, in order to guarantee a 
Shakya candidate from the 
Mainpuri parliamentary 
constituency for the first 
time in Mainpuri political 
history. 

EAGLE'S EYE 
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UP CM Yogi Adityanath campaigning in Mainpuri. SP's Dimple Yadav on a roadshow in Mainpuri. 
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Mainpuri (LS) 

Kurhaini (Assembly) 

Key Candidates 

Key Candidates 

Raghuraj Singh 
Shakya 

Dimple Yadav 
SP won last election 

RLD won last election

BJD won last election

Congress won last election 
Congress won last election 

RJD won last election 

Khatoli (Assembly) Padampur 
(Assembly) 

Bhanupratappur 
(Assembly-ST) 

Sardarsahar (Assembly) 

Key Candidates 
Key Candidates 

Key Candidates 
Key Candidates 

Madan Bhaiya 

Raj Kumari 
Saini

Kedar Prasad 
Gupta

Barsha Singh 
bariha 

Brahmanand 
Netam 

Ashok Kumar 
Pincha 

Lal Chand 
Mund 

Manoj Kumar 
Singh

Pradip Purohit 

Savitri Mandvi 

Anil Sharma 

Gandhinagar The polling 
parties in Gujarat gathered 
at the EVM distribution cen-
tre in Gandhinagar ahead of 
the second phase of polling 
in the state on Monday. The 
Election Commission had 
announced the conduct of 
the Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions in two phases on 1 De-
cember and 5 December.

After the first phase of 
polling, the Election Com-
mission urged voters to 
reach their designated poll-
ing booths early and cast 
their votes before 5 p.m. on 
Monday.

"Voters should not carry 
their mobile phones to the 
polling booths," she added.

The second and final phase 
of Assembly elections will go 
for polling for 93 Assembly 
seats, with 833 candidates 
across parties in the fray. 
The counting of the votes 
will take place on 8 Decem-
ber (Thursday), coinciding 
with the result date of the 
Himachal Pradesh assem-
bly polls.

Gujarat's Chief Electoral 
Officer P Bharathi raised 
concerns over the 'low' voter 
turnout in urban areas.

 ANALYSIS REVIEW 
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KEY SEATS & CANDIDATES 

Incumbent Gujarat 
Chief Minister 
Bhupendra Patel is 
the most prominent 
face in the 2nd phase 
of poll.

BHUPENDRA PATEL  
(BJP)

Ghatlodia 

Dalit leader  
Congress’s Jignesh 
Mevani is  
contesting against 
BJP’s Manibhai 
Vaghela. 

JIGNESH MEVANI 
(CONGRESS) 
Vadgam (SC) 

Rathava is the 
leader of Opposition 
in Gujarat Assembly, 
pitted against BJP’s 
Jayantibhai Savjib-
hai Rathwa. 

SUKHRAM RATHAVA 
(CONGRESS) 
Jetpur (ST) 

BJP has fielded 
Alpesh Thakor 
against Congress 
spokesperson and 
Patidar leader 
Himanshu Patel. 

ALPESH THAKOR  
(BJP) 

Gandhinagar South 

Hardik Patel is one 
of the party’s star 
campaigners for BJP. 
He switched from the 
Congress to BJP in 
June.

HARDIK PATEL  
(BJP) 

Viramgam 

Bhemabhai Chaud-
hary is AAP Gujarat 
vice-president 
and been associ-
ated with it since its 
launch in the state. 

BHEMABHAI 
CHOUDHARY (AAP) 

Deodar 

A farmer activ-
ist and former 
secretary of Khedut 
Samaj Gujarat, 
Sagar Rabari joined 
AAP in 2021. 

SAGAR RABARI  
(AAP) 

Bechraji 

PM Modi with his mother Heeraben Modi in Gandhinagar. 

AHEAD OF D-DAY, 
POLLING PARTIES 
GATHER AT EVM 
CENTRE 
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TOTAL SEATS

2ND PHASE 

193

93

69
Women

93
AAP 

90
Congress

93
BJP 

272
Other parties 

285
Independent

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

833
TOTAL  
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ALLEGATION

In purported video, Rahul claims BJP 
spending crores to destroy his image
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Sunday accused the 
BJP of spending enormous 
amounts of money to destroy 
his image.

Sharing a YouTube video 
link, Rahul posted on his 
official Twitter handle, 
“Check the truth of my me-
dia image”. The video, which 
purportedly has Rahul Gan-
dhi’s voiceover and bears the 
Congress’ ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ 
logo, claims that the saffron 
party was spending a huge 
amount of money to defame 
his image.

“Media used to praise me 
when I first came into poli-
tics in 2004. However, since 

I raised two issues -- Niyam-
giri and Bhatta Parsaul -- in 
2008-09, the media started 
targeting me,” Rahul is pur-
portedly heard saying in the 
video.

“The moment I raised the 
questions on land and start-
ed to defend the rights of the 
poor on their land is when 
the whole Tamasha (drama) 

started,” he purportedly 
heard saying in the video.

“We brought tribal money 
rules, reserved forest rules, 
land acquisition policy and 
they (Media) started writing 
against me,” Rahul is further 
heard saying purportedly.

“They (BJP) have spent 
crores to spoil my image,” 
said the recorded voice, be-
lieved to be Rahul’s, adding, 
“...people think that it might 
hurt my image, but it does 
not work.” Rahul purport-
edly added, “The more they 
spend on spoiling my image, 
the more will be my resolve. 
If you compete with super-
powers, personal attacks are 
bound to be there. But such 
attacks tell me that I’m mov-
ing in the right direction.” 

CIVIC POLLS

Delhiites cast vote; cleanliness, 
facilities among major concerns

As the voting for the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) in the 250 wards of 
the national capital began on 
Sunday morning, Delhiites 
converged to their respective 
polling booths to cast their 
vote.

At the polling booth in Ma-
tiala village, the first-time 
voter Sonam said that she 
has considered issues of 
roads, women’s safety, and 
water.

“Roads, women’s safety, 
and water are the issues I 
have considered for voting. 
People should come out and 
vote. They should under-
stand their responsibility,” 
Sonam said.

Another first-time voter 
reiterated a candidate’s 
promise to resolve the issue 
of monkey menace in the 
constituency. He said besides 
cleanliness, electricity, and 
water, the monkey menace 
is another issue we face daily. 
The voting for 250 wards be-
gan at 8 am and concluded at 
5:30 pm on Sunday.

Over 1.45 crore people were 
eligible to vote in civic polls 
in which 1,349 candidates are 

in the fray, setting the stage 
for the high-stakes civic polls 
largely seen as a three-way 
contest between the BJP, the 
AAP and the Congress.

Casting his vote, a seventy-
six-year-old man said, “We 
have come to vote for our 
peace of mind by resolving 
important issues such as 
water, better sewage system, 
good roads, and cleanliness,” 
a seventy-six-year-old man 
said.

Meanwhile, Asha Gupta 
said that they don’t want 
freebies but rather want to 
have basic facilities.

“We want facilities and ad-
vancement instead of getting 
things for free. There should 

be an advancement in every 
facility we get be it cleanli-
ness, security, road safety, 
and water supply,” Asha 
Gupta said.

“Free-but dirty water is 
of no use and similarly if 
you promise to provide free 
electricity but there are pro-
longed power cuts, then this 
too is of no use,” she added. 
Harish Bharti, 81, said that 
their main concern is infla-
tion and unemployment be-
cause of which he has voted. 
“The cleanliness is also a 
major issue and concern be-
cause of which these votes 
were a necessity,” he added. 
The counting of votes will be 
done on 7 December.

IN THE COURTS
FORCED RELIGIOUS CONVERSIONS: 
HEARING WILL BE HELD ON 5 DEC  
New Delhi: The Supreme Court will hear on 5 De-
cember a PIL by BJP leader and advocate Ashwini 
Kumar Upadhyay seeking a direction to the Centre 
and states to take measures to check forcible 
and fraudulent religious conversion by threat and 
inducements.  On 3 December, the Gujarat Govern-
ment had filed an affidavit in SC supporting the 
demand for a strict law on forceful religious conver-
sions in the country.  Home Department of Govern-
ment of Gujarat in its affidavit said that the right to 
freedom of religion does not include a fundamental 
right to convert other people to a particular religion. 
“The said right (to freedom of religion) certainly does 
not include the right to convert an individual through 
fraud, deception, coercion, allurement or other such 
means, it added. The meaning and purport of the 
word ‘propagate’ falling under Article 25 of the Con-
stitution was discussed and debated in great detail 
in the constituent assembly and the inclusion of the 
said word was passed by constituent assembly only 
after the clarification that the fundamental right un-
der Article 25 would not include the right to convert, 
Home Department, Government of Gujarat said.

The overall voter turn-
out at the end of poll-
ing for the Municipal 

Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
on Sunday stood at 50 per 
cent (approx) at 5.30 pm, 
the State Election Commis-
sion informed.

The state poll panel fur-
ther stated that polling 
was underway beyond the 
scheduled closing time of 
5.30 pm, at many booths 
across the national capital. 
The overall polling percent-
age for the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) 
elections at 4 PM stood at 45 
per cent (approx). 

In what could be termed 
a lukewarm response to a 
high-pitched campaign by 
the AAP and the BJP for the 
Delhi civic polls, the overall 
voter turnout on Sunday 
was only about 30 per cent, 
a marginal improvement 

from an even poorer turn-
out of 18 per cent till 12 noon 
and just 9 per cent till 10.30 
am.

The polling kicked off at 8 
am and ended at 5:30 pm.

The incumbent BJP, the 

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
and the Congress locked in 
a keen three-cornered con-
test for the 250 MCD wards 
this year. The polling pro-
cess kicked off amid tight 
security arrangements on 

a chilly Sunday morning in 
the national capital.

Seeking to put the AAP 
on the defensive during the 
campaign phase, the BJP 
released several video clips 
purportedly showing jailed 

Delhi minister Satyendar 
Jain receiving privileged 
treatment behind bars.

While one clip purport-
edly showed Jain receiving 
a personalised body mas-
sage, another showed the 
minister purportedly dig-
ging into a five-course meal. 
While the BJP built its civic 
poll campaign around the 
purported clips, claiming 
that the Jail minister was re-
ceiving privileged treatment 
behind bars at Tihar jail, the 
AAP denied the charge say-
ing that Jain was only being 
administered physiothera-
py on medical advice. 

MODERATE TURNOUT RECORDED, 
POLLING HELD BEYOND SCHEDULED TIME 

By The People

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Voters stand in queues to cast their vote for the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) elections, 
at a polling station, Shriram Colony, in New Delhi on Sunday.

DELHI DECIDES

MCD POLLS

THE POLLBUZZ 

These polls are a wake-up 
call for Delhi. We have to 
make India a developed 
country by 2047. Recently 
a report has predicted that 
we will become number 3 
(economy) in the next four-
five years. So people have 
to choose which brand of 
politics they want to follow.

Hardeep Puri 
Union Minister  

Only garbage is visible 
everywhere in Delhi, so 
voters should vote for 
that party which can 
make Delhi garbage-
free. It is an opportunity 
to clean Delhi. We have 
to clean Delhi in the 
next five years. 

Arvind  
Kejriwal
Chief Minister, Delhi 

Under the leadership 
of PM Modi, BJP has 
taken the country to 
new heights, I hope 
people vote accord-
ingly. Delhi has seen 
the work of BJP in the 
last 15 years.

Dr Harsh  
Vardhan
Former Union Health 
Minister  

People who call 
themselves 

honest 
will get a 
befitting 
reply from 

Delhi’s 
voters. What 

AAP ministers 
are doing inside the 

jail and whatever facilities the 
Delhi government is providing 
has come before the world. 
Even after all this, that person 
is still a minister. Kejriwal 
should rather tell how many 
honest relations he has. 

Meenakashi Lekhi
Union Minister 

The MCD has fought 
against Dengue. 

MCD is working 
in all three land-
fills. I am not an 
astrologer like 

the Chief Minis-
ter, that I can say 

about the number 
of seats that we will win. I 

can tell the reality. The reality is that 
we have genuinely worked for the 
people of Delhi in the last 15 years. 
We have not made false advertise-
ments. MCD fought against Dengue 
and the Delhi Chief Minister takes 
credit for it.

Gautam Gambhir
BJP Rajya Sabha MP 

TDG NETWORK
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Delhi State Election Commission made elaborate ar-
rangements for the successful completion of the MCD 
polls. It set up 13,638 polling stations for the elections.
The State Election Commission said a large workforce 
of election functionaries and security agencies have 
put humungous efforts to make necessary prepa-
rations for conducting elections at 13,638 polling 
stations spread across Delhi. Further, 68 Model Poll-
ing Stations and 68 Pink Polling Stations have been 
established for the quality experience of the voters. 
Adequate arrangements for the deployment of forces 
have been made. 68 Model Polling Stations were set 
up with facilities including a waiting area/lounge, dis-
tribution of candies/toffees to voters, a selfie booth and 
Civil Defence Volunteers to help PwD/senior citizens.  
68 Pink booths were set up with facilities including 
all-female staff at the polling station, a feeding room 
for lactating mothers, a creche facility for small kids 
accompanying voters, swings for kids, selfie booth.

Huge arrangements 
for MCD polls 

‘NAMES OF 450 
VOTERS DELETED 
FROM LIST AS THEY 
SUPPORT BJP’
New Delhi: The names 
of 450 voters in Subash 
Mohalla ward in the 
national capital have been 
deleted from the voters’ 
list because they support 
BJP, claimed BJP MP 
Manoj Tiwari on Sunday 
and demanded cancella-
tion and re-election of the 
polls in the ward. 
He was speaking to 
media persons at the 
Yamuna Vihar polling 
booth, Subhash Mo-
halla ward. The BJP MP 
further alleged that this 
is a big conspiracy by the 
Delhi government. “In the 
Subash Mohalla ward, 
the names of 450 voters 
have been deleted from 
the voters’ list because 
they support BJP. This is 
a big conspiracy by the 
Delhi government. I will 
complain against this and 
appeal for cancellation of 
this polls and re-election,” 
said Tiwari. Earlier, Delhi 
Congress president Anil 
Chaudhary has claimed 
that he found his name 
missing from the voters’ 
list when he arrived at 
the polling booth to cast 
his vote for the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) elections. 

SUPREME COURT TO HEAR 
DEMONETISATION MATTER ON 5 DECEMBER
 New Delhi: The constitution bench of Supreme Court will hear 
on 5 December the pleas challenging the Centre’s decision 
to demonetize currency note of Rs 500, and 1000 in 2016.  A 
five-judge Constitution bench headed by Justice S.A. Nazeer is 
hearing a batch of 58 petitions challenging the demonetisation 
exercise. On 16 November the Centre had filed an affidavit the 
demonetisation exercise was a “well-considered” decision and 
part of a larger strategy to combat the menace of fake money, 
terror financing, black money and tax evasion. Defending its 
decision to demonetise currency notes of Rs 500 and Rs 1000 
denominations, the Centre had told the SC that the step was 
taken after extensive consultation with the RBI and advance 
preparations were made before the note ban was enforced. 
The government had said that demonetisation was therefore 
done in accordance with the powers and procedure vested in 
the law. This has been accepted positively by the Parliament by 
passing the Demonetization Act 2017. As such, the challenge 
to the notification has no merit. The government said that 
demonetisation was a conscious decision. For this, a lot of con-
sultations and preparations were done with RBI. Earlier the SC 
had asked government a question regarding its constitutional 
validity. A 5-judge constitution bench had sought answers from 
the Center and the RBI on the decision of demonetisation. 

Women voters show their ink-marked fingers after casting their 
vote for the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) elections, at 
a polling booth, Old Rajendra Nagar, in New Delhi on Sunday. 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
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TOP OF THE DAY

THREE KILLED 
IN ACCIDENT IN 
TELANGANA’S 
RANGA REDDY
Ranga Reddy: Three 
members of a family were 
killed on National Highway 
44 at Peddashapur village 
in Telangana’s Ranga 
Reddy district on Sunday, 
said the police. The three 
deceased Gopal, his wife 
Anjali and daughter Swati 
died on the spot, added the 
police. According to the 
police, “Today, an accident 
occurred at Peddashapur 
village on NH 44 at around 
2 pm. “The driver of the 
Eicher vehicle going from 
Shadnagar to Sham-
shabad drove in a rash and 
negligent manner. The 
three victims Gopal, his 
wife Anjali and daughter 
Swati died on the spot,” 
Shamshabad Inspector 
A Sreedhar Kumar. “We 
have taken the vehicle into 
custody. Further investiga-
tion is going on,” added the 
police. 

ASSAM: CM 
CALLS FOR END 
OF BIRTH-BASED 
DISCRIMINATION
Guwahati: Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Sunday attend-
ed the last day of the three-
day Namghar Samaroh 
organised by Auniati Satra 
in North Guwahati. Sarma 
attended the last day of 
the three-day Namghar 
Samaroh as a Chief Guest. 
Chief Minister Sarma, 
in his capacity as the 
Member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Jalukbari As-
sembly Constituency, also 
attended a felicitation pro-
gramme held at Changsari 
High School Playground 
for meritorious students 
belonging to Jalukbari 
LAC who cleared the last 
high school and higher 
secondary examinations 
with flying colours. 

FOUR ARRESTED 
FOR MURDERING 
NEIGHBOUR AFTER 
BRAWL 
New Delhi: A woman was 
allegedly murdered in the 
Narela Industrial Area 
after a fight with her neigh-
bour over their children’s 
argument, said police of-
ficials on Sunday. Accord-
ing to the police, there was 
an altercation between the 
children of two houses, in 
which the women of that 
house got involved. It is 
learned that there was an 
altercation while play-
ing. The age of both the 
children is between 8 and 
12 years. According to the 
Narela police, the mother, 
aunt, maternal uncle and 
grandmother had a brawl 
with a 52-year-old grand-
mother of another child, 
leading to her death. 

BJP PLANS 
STRATEGY TO 
CONFRONT JDU-RJD
Patna: The Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has 
planned a strategy to 
confront the JDU-RJD gov-
ernment on every front in 
the Bihar Assembly, party 
sources said on Sunday.
The meeting of the Bihar 
unit of BJP took place at 
the BJP office in Patna, 
presided over by state 
party president Sanjay 
Jaiswal. The current po-
litical developments in the 
state were discussed in the 
meeting, alongside, many 
leaders from the Mithila 
region and entrepreneurs 
who were included in party.
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Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Sunday 
claimed that his state is 
fighting gangsters from 
Haryana and other states.

Gehlot’s statements came 
after the Sikar shootout 
gangsters were arrested 
on Saturday. “The accused 
came from outside while 
some were from Rajasthan 
as well. It is very unfortu-
nate that some gangs are 
still operating in the state. 
We are fighting against 
gangsters from Hary-
ana and other states,” CM 
Gehlot said while address-
ing the media after attend-
ing a meeting of the Con-
gress Steering Committee 
at the All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) office in 
the national capital.

This meeting was conduct-
ed to note the overwhelming 

success of the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra and the wide participa-
tion of lakhs of people.

In Rajasthan’s Sikar, Di-
rector General of Rajast-
han police Umesh Mishra 
earlier told ANI that they 
have detained five persons, 
of whom Manish and Vi-
kram hailed from Rajast-
han, while the other three 
belonged to Haryana.

“We have detained five 
persons accused in yester-
day’s gang war wherein 
one history sheeter Raju 
Thet was killed. Two of 
them have been identified 
as Manish and Vikram of 
Rajasthan, while the other 
three hailed from Hary-
ana,” Umesh Mishra said.

He further said that the 
case could be resolved suc-
cessfully because of the 
night-long search opera-
tion by Sikar’s Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) and In-
spector General (IG). 

Ahead of the counting of 
votes for the Himachal As-
sembly, the BJP, which held 
the state’s administrative 
reins ahead of the November 
12 polling, organised a poll 
review meeting in Dharam-
shala on Sunday.

Taking a dig at the Con-
gress at the meeting, senior 
BJP leader and outgoing 
Himachal Chief Minister 
Jairam Thakur said, “Every 
Congress leader fought the 
Assembly elections as a prob-
able CM candidate and their 
defeat is inevitable.” Apart 
from the outgoing CM, BJP’s 
election-in-charge in state 
Saudan Singh, co-election 
in-charge Sanjay Tandon, 
BJP state president Suresh 
Kashyap, and senior party 
leader Devendra Rana, at-
tended the meeting along 
with the party’s candidates 
from all 68 Assembly con-

stituencies.
Thakur further said, “The 

principal agenda of this meet-
ing is to review our perfor-
mance in the Assembly elec-
tions, ahead of counting day.”

Exuding confidence on 
the BJP returning to power 
in a state, which does not 
have a precedent of voting 
back the incumbent, Thakur 
laid into the Congress fur-
ther, saying, “Almost eight 
to ten (Congress) candidates 
were contesting polls as  
future chief ministers.”

He added that all Congress 
leaders, who went around 
calling themselves as CM, 
were certain to face defeat, 
while the horoscopes of eight 
more were being sent to de-
termine their poll fates.

In another barb at the 
Congress, the outgoing 
CM said, “Despite being in 
power for so many years, 
they (Congress leaders) 
were yet to master the art  
of public speaking.”

In the view of Punjab Chief 
Minister, Bhagwant Mann’s 
ongoing drive against the 
anti-social elements, the 
police has arrested two al-
leged drug smugglers and 
recovered 10 AK-47 rifles 
and 30 bore pistols.

Punjab Police’s Counter 
Intelligence (CI) Amritsar 
arrested the two Rajasthan-
based drug smugglers-- 
Sukhvir Singh and Bindu 
Singh -- after recovering 13 
Kg heroin from their pos-
session near Verka Bypass 
in Amritsar on November 
21. This further led to the 
arrest of their two more 
aides, identified as Manpre-
et Singh and Balkar Singh 
alias Lovepreet Singh, both 
resident of Guru Harsahai 
in Ferozepur, from Ha-
numangarh in Rajasthan, 
where they were staying 
in rented accommodation. 
DGP Gaurav Yadav said, 
“Based on revelations of ar-
rested drug smugglers, the 

CI Amritsar police teams in 
a joint operation with Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) on 
Wednesday, had recovered 
5 AK-47 rifles and 5 for-
eign made. 30-bore pistols 
along with 9 magazines 
concealed near a pillar in 
the area of forward Post 
Teerath in Ferozepur.

“Acting swiftly on the 
specific inputs from CI 
Amritsar, BSF has recov-
ered another chunk of five 
AK-47 rifles and five for-
eign-made .30 bore pistols 
along with 19 magazines 
concealed in the area of 
Border Outpost Jagdish in 
Ferozepur on Friday late  
evening,” he said.

AIG Amarjit Singh Ba-
jwa said, “As per prelimi-
nary investigations, the 
arrested persons used to 
smuggle the consignment 
of drugs and weapons from 
their Pakistani associates 
to deliver them to differ-
ent states in the country.” 
Further investigations  
are on, he said. 
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After SikAr Shootout

AheAd of reSultStwo SmugglerS held

Rajasthan fighting 
gangsters from 
Haryana: CM Gehlot

Many Congress leaders 
fought as probable 
CMs: Himachal CM 

Punjab Police recovers 
10 AK-47 assault rifles

in PunjAb’S tArn tArAn

This time, it is a Quadcopter 
drone that was caught by 
Border Security Forces and 
Tarn Taran Police in a joint 
operation. It is the fourth 
such drone which was recov-
ered in less than a week. This 
drone was loaded with three 
packets of heroin, weigh-
ing 3.06Kg. As per informa-
tion, the drone was found 
during a search operation 
launched at the border area 
of Border Outpost (BOP) 
Kalia in Tarn Taran on the 
intervening night of Saturday  
and Sunday. 

Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) Punjab Gaurav 
Yadav said that this is the 
fourth such drone recovered 
by the Tarn Taran Police  
in less than a week.

Notably, a hexacopter drone 
carrying six packets of heroin, 
weighing 6.68 kg, was recov-
ered in the jurisdiction of Bor-
der Outpost (BOP) Harbhajan 
in Khemkaran on Tuesday. 

On the very next day, a bro-
ken quadcopter drone was 
recovered from the area of 
village Van Tara Singh in Kh-
alra. Similarly, another hexa-
copter drone carrying five 
packets of heroin, weighing 
5.60 kg, was recovered from 
the Khemkaran area in Tarn  
Taran on Friday.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said 
that after noticing the drone 
movement in Indo-Pak bor-
der on the intervening night 
of Saturday and Sunday, Po-
lice teams from Tarn Taran 
district immediately shared 
the pin-pointed inputs with 
the BSF and jointly conduct-
ed an intensive search opera-
tion in the area of Village Ka-

lia District Tarn Taran, which 
was just 2kms away from the 
Indo-Pak border.

He said that the comb-
ing operation resulted in 
the recovery of a Drone 
model No. DJI MATRICE 
300RTX loaded with three  
packets of Heroin.

Sharing more details, 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police (SSP) Tarn Taran 
Sukhminder Singh Mann 
said that investigations are 
on to ascertain the identity 
of the Pak smugglers, who 
sent the consignment via 
drone, and also their In-
dian associates, who were 
to receive this air-dropped  
consignment of heroin.

drone with 3kg heroin Seized 
neAr indiA-PAkiStAn border 

to cultivAte nAtionAliSm

Punjab Chief  Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on Sun-
day announced the expan-
sion of the ambit of the 
Military Literature Festival 
(MLF) by hosting it at dis-
trict and University levels  
across the state.

The Chief Minister, while 
chairing the felicitation cer-
emony of the Military Lit-
erature Festival here today, 
congratulated the organis-
ing committee for holding 
this mega event every year.

“In the future, the state 
government will hold this 
festival at the district and 
university level to apprise 
the youth about the rich 
legacy of our Armed Forces 
and rekindle the motivating 
spirit for joining the Army in 
them,” he said.

Bhagwant Mann said 
that this is the need of the 

hour to imbibe a feeling of 
nationalism and patrio-
tism amongst youth there-
by inspiring them to join  
the Armed forces.

Lauding the pivotal role of 
the Armed forces in making 
India the biggest and most 
successful democracy in 
the world, the Chief Minis-
ter said that democracy had  
thrived in India success-
fully because the Armed 
f o r c e s  h ave  p l aye d  a  
key role in safeguarding  
its ethos.

He said that apart from 
safeguarding the borders 
of the country, the Armed 
forces have also upheld the 
unity, integrity and sover-
eignty of the nation. Bhag-
want Mann said that due to 
this, only India has today 
emerged as the most suc-
cessful democracy across 
the globe.

Citing the example of Paki-

stan, the Chief Minister said 
that democracy has never 
survived there as the Army 
has toppled the elected 
governments in the neigh-
bouring country a number 
of times. However, he said 
that on the contrary in India, 
democracy has been a suc-
cessful phenomenon due to 
the active role of the Armed 
forces. Bhagwant Mann said 
that due to this, only a com-
mon man like him has to-
day become Chief Minister  
of the state.

The Chief Minister also 
hailed the Indian Army 
for its dedication, com-
mitment and patriotism. 
Likewise, he said that the 
bravery and heroism of the 
Indian army find no paral-
lel in the world. Bhagwant 
Mann said that the Indian 
armed forces have scripted 
several inspirational stories  
with their valour.

The Chief Minister further 
said that every countryman 
is indebted to the Indian 
armed forces for their un-
paralleled contribution to-
wards the service of the na-
tion. He said that when each 
one of us is sleeping sound-
ly with our families, the 
Armed forces are protect-
ing our borders by braving 
scorching heat and freezing 
cold weather conditions.

Bhagwant Mann said, 
“As a humble tribute to the 
brave soldiers who had laid 
their lives for safeguarding 
borders of the country and 
maintaining law and order, 
the state government has en-
hanced honorarium given to 
the families of martyred sol-
diers to Rs. 1 crore.”

The Chief Minister said 
that this was a humble ini-
tiative on part of the state 
government to pay tribute 
to these valiant soldiers who 

attain martyrdom during 
the line of duty. Bhagwant 
Mann said that this step is 
aimed at giving huge relief to 
the distressed family of the 
martyred soldier. He further 
said that the state govern-
ment is duty-bound to help 
the families of the soldiers 
who sacrifice their lives at 
the altar of the motherland.

The Chief Minister also 
recalled his strong ties with 
the Army veterans and 
armed forces. He said that 
one of his uncles (Mama 
ji) had served in the In-
dian army. Likewise, Bhag-
want Mann also said that 
he was fortunate to have a 
decorated war veteran of-
ficer as his neighbour in  
SAS Nagar (Mohali).

On the occasion, the Chief 
Minister also released books 
and felicitated eminent per-
sons who had participated 
in the fest. 

PunjAb govt to hold militAry literAture 
feStivAl AcroSS diStrictS, univerSitieS
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SignificAnt ProgrAmme

In  a  b i d  t o  m a ke 
“Parshuram Maha-
kumbh” a great success 

which is going to be held 
on December 11, the prepa-
rations are in full swing. 

The Member of Parlia-
ment Kartikeya Sharma is 
leaving no stone unturned 
to ensure the successful 
conduct of the convention 
and he has visited all sec-

tions of the society in many 
districts so far. He visited 
Luhani village of Bhiwani 
on Sunday and appealed 
people to mark their pres-
ence in the programme. 
He also reached Sanga 
and Dadri villages. He is 
getting immense love and 
support from the people 
and political legacy along 
with the stature of his fa-
ther and former cabinet 
minister Venod Sharma 
continues to emerge as an 

additional beneficial factor 
for him. It is worth men-
tioning that Manohar Lal 
Khattar, the Chief Minis-
ter will be the chief guest 
at the convention which 
clearly indicates the sig-
nificance of this event. 

Earlier, Kartikeya Shar-
ma accompanied by wres-
tler Yogeshwar Dutt had 
reached Sirsal and Sangr-
oli villages of Kaithal dis-
trict. Apart from this, he 
met people in village Pilni. 

He also visited Brahmin 
Dharamshala and inter-
acted with the people of 
the Brahmin community. 
Prior to this, he had visited 
Chika town and appealed 
people to attend the pro-
gramme. The Member of 
Parliament also visited Pil-
lukheta town of Jind dis-
trict few days ago in order 
to invite the people. 

Regarding the prepara-
tions of the Mahakumbh, 
Kartikeya Sharma said 

that he is overwhelmed by 
the response and love get-
ting from all sections of the 
society. He is committed to 
serve the commoners hail-
ing from all communities. 
It is worth mentioning that 
the way Kartikeya Sharma 
is politically active in the 
state as well as in the cen-
tre, it led to stir among the 
opposite factions. 

A BJP MP Sonipat Ra-
mesh Kaushik said that the 
demands and problems of 

the community will be ad-
dressed in the convention. 
He is pretty sure that the 
Chief Minister of the state 
would put in his best to 
fulfil the same. 

It is worth mentioning 
that the Brahmin com-
munity with 12 vote share 
in Haryana, has a pivotal 
role in the state politics. 
In wake of this, all parties 
are keeping a close eye on 
this convention. All BJP 
leaders hailing from the 

Brahmin community have 
been directed to ensure 
the maximum gathering 
of the people in the event. 
At present, there are many 
Brahmin stalwarts in the 
BJP namely, Rambilas 
Sharma, three MP’s Ra-
mesh Kaushik, Arvind 
Sharma and DP Vats. Be-
sides, Moolchand Sharma 
holds the portfolio of the 
transport minister in the 
BJP-led government in 
Haryana. 

‘PArShurAm mAhAkumbh’ iS for All 
to PArticiPAte: mP kArtikeyA ShArmA 

RaviNDER MaliK
CHANDIGARH

Quadcopter drone that was caught by Border Security Forces.

Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma visited various places in Haryana on Sunday and appealed people to mark their presence in the “Parshuram Mahakumbh” on 11 December. 

top of the day

58th bSf rAiSing 
dAy PArAde held 
At AmritSAr
CHANDIGARH: Border 
Security Force (BSF) 
organized a ceremonial 
parade at Guru Nanak 
Dev University Stadium, 
Amritsar (Punjab) on the 
occasion of 58th Raising 
Day, said a statement on 
Sunday. Border Security 
Force is deployed along 
6386.36 km of Internation-
al Border with Pakistan 
and Bangladesh. On this 
occasion, the Seema 
Praharis reiterate their 
commitment to the na-
tion and its motto ‘jeevan 
paryantra kartavya’, added 
the statement. the BSF 
Raising Day Parade has 
been organized in the holy 
city of Amritsar for the first 
time in a rich traditional 
atmosphere of fervour and 
gaiety. Minister of State 
(MoS) Nityanand Rai took 
salute of the impressive 
parade as the Chief Guest.

nAddA holdS 
meeting with 
PArty’S generAl 
SecretArieS
NEW DELHI: Bharatiya 
Janata Party chief JP 
Nadda chaired a meet-
ing of BJP general 
secretaries on Sunday to 
discuss elections to the 
Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD) and Himachal 
Pradesh and Gujarat as-
semblies. BJP president 
JP Nadda, Organization 
General Secretary BL 
Santosh, Joint Organising 
Secretary V Satish, Gen-
eral Secretary Arun Singh, 
Sunil Bansal, Vinod tawde, 
tarun Chugh, Dilip Saikia, 
Kailash Vijayvargiya, D 
Pudeshvaru and Dushy-
ant Gautam attended the 
meeting. the outline of the 
upcoming national office-
bearers’ meeting was 
discussed in the meeting. 
the migration program for 
the upcoming Lok Sabha 
elections was discussed. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate the 
two-day national office-
bearer’s meeting of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) to discuss prepara-
tions for the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections. Next 
year’s assembly elections 
will also be discussed in 
the meeting. the meet-
ing will be conducted at 
the central office of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
tomorrow afternoon.

j&k: indiAn Army 
recoverS huge 
cAche of ArmS, 
And Ammo
SRINAGAR: the Indian 
Army on Sunday recovered 
a huge cache of arms and 
ammunition during a joint 
search operation with 
the Jammu & Kashmir 
Police in the Kishtwar 
district. the Army’s White 
Knight Corps confirmed 
that the search operation 
was conducted along with 
the Jammu and Kash-
mir police. “IndianArmy 
along with JKP conducted 
search operation in Na-
vapachi, District Kishtwar 
which led to the recovery 
of a cache of arms, ammu-
nition and war-like stores,” 
the White Knight Corps 
said in a tweet. Earlier, 
the Army had recovered 
a cache of arms and 
narcotic substances dur-
ing an intelligence-based 
operation. the Army, in its 
statement, said it had re-
covered two AK 74 assault 
rifles, two Chinese pistols 
and two AK 74 assault rifle 
magazines.



Navy remains futuristic: President Murmu
HigH OptimismAllegAtiOns 

expAnding fOOtprints 

First time we are setting out own agenda: India on G20 presidency

KCr ACCuses BJp Of trying 
tO tOpple trs gOvernment

India’s G20 Presidency has come 
at a time when the world is un-
der political turmoil and there are 
challenges of geopolitical crisis 
in Europe, breakdown of supply 
chains, the situation of climate ac-
tion, and poverty, said G20 Sher-
pa Amitabh Kant during a panel 
discussion in Udaipur on Sunday 
and added that India believes ev-
ery crisis is an opportunity. 

“There’re challenges of geopo-
litical crisis in Europe, breakdown 
of supply chains, the crisis of cli-

mate action, poverty, inflation & 
slowdown of global growth. Amid 
such a crisis India is taking the 
G20 presidency, we believe ev-
ery crisis is an opportunity,” Kant 
said at the first side event of G20, 
‘Transforming Lives: Accelerating 
Implementation of SDGs - A panel 
discussion’. He further stated that 
when there is a surge in inflation 
and a slowdown of global growth, 
India is not only taking the G20 
presidency but also rolling out its 
own agenda. 

“So far we were getting agendas 
from the developed world, this is 
the first time we are setting out our own agenda, and we will tell that we are the mother of democ-

racy,” Kant said. 
In an off-the-record media inter-

action, Kant further highlighted 
how India played a significant 
role in Bali as a balancing act in 
the communique and focussed on 
economic issues, not geopolitics. 

“In Bali, India played a very 
significant role as a balancing 
act in the communique where 
we focussed on economic issues 
and not on geopolitics. Everybody 
accepted that, including Russia 
and China. The PM’s statement 
“today’s era is not of war” was 
also a part of that communique,” 
he said.

Kant said India is taking over the 
presidency of G20 at the time of 
crisis and the responsibility is a 
huge honor. “India is taking over 
the presidency of G20 at the time 
of crisis. 

But we believe that every crisis is 
a huge opportunity and actually, 
leadership is about finding path-
breaking solutions in the midst of 
crisis. And therefore, we strongly 
believe that we should really ac-
celerate the pace of implementa-
tion of sustainable development 
goals. And that is why today’s dis-
cussion is kicking off ..I think this 
responsibility is a huge honour,” 

he added. 
G20 is the most significant 

grouping, like the UN, where 
reaching a consensus can be chal-
lenging. It was institutionalized in 
2008 after starting in 1999. 

Responding to a media query on 
why Udaipur was being selected 
for the G20 Sherpa meeting, Kant 
said, “This is G20’s first meeting. 
We selected Udaipur because no 
other tourism destination is bet-
ter than this. Good infrastructure 
and peaceful atmosphere. Our PM 
wants to promote tourism. We 
want to make Udaipur a global 
destination.”

Telangana Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekhar Rao 
(KCR) on Sunday alleged 
that Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is conspiring to top-
ple the Telangana govern-
ment. 

While addressing a pub-
lic gathering at the MVS 
college ground in Mah-
bubnagar district, after 
inaugurating several de-
velopmental schemes, the 
Telangana CM said, “The 
BJP government led by PM 
Narendra Modi is conspir-
ing to topple the Telangana 

government. 
The thieves who came to 

buy the TRS MLAs were 
caught and put in jail.” He 
further asked BJP why his 
government should be top-
pled, when people voted 
for his party. 
“The PM himself says 
that they will topple our 
government. I want to ask 
them, for what reason? 
Didn’t people vote for us? 
Didn’t we win the elec-
tions? Is this the India we 
dream of where the PM 
goes to Bengal and says 
that 40 TMC MLAs are in 
touch with us,” he asked. 

He further said that 

the country is still lack-
ing on many fronts even 
after 75 years of indepen-
dence, and urged the pub-
lic to support Bharatiya 
Rashtriya Samiti (BRS). 

“Even decades after inde-
pendence, people of the 
country do not have ac-
cess to basic infrastructure, 
with the national capital 
itself suffering due to water 
and power crisis. 

The development that 
took place in Telangana, 
why is it not happening in 
other parts of the country? 
Expand BRS and play a vi-
tal role in national politics,” 
he said. 

TDG NeTwork
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Highlighting the role of the Navy in 
ensuring an umbrella of security for 
India’s national maritime interests, 
President Droupadi Murmu on Sun-
day said Indian Navy remains futur-
istic in capability development and 
outcome-oriented in action. 

President Murmu witnessed the 
operational demonstration by the 
Indian Navy at Visakhapatnam on 
the occasion of Navy Day. She also 
virtually inaugurated and laid the 
foundation stone of various projects 
of the Ministry of Defence, Ministry 
of Road Transport and Highways and 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs. Speaking 
on the occasion, the President con-
gratulated all officers and men and 
their families on Navy Day. 

She said, “We celebrate this day 
to commemorate the Indian Navy’s 
valiant actions in the 1971 War, con-

tributing to India’s historic victory. 
It is a day to remember and honour 
our martyrs who etched a perma-

nent place for themselves in history 
and continue to inspire every gen-
eration. This day also reminds us to 
rededicate ourselves to taking India 
forward, transiting through Amrit 
Kaal, towards a great future.” 

President Murmu further said that 
India is an inherently maritime Na-
tion - with the sea on three sides and 
high mountains on the fourth. It is 
but natural that the oceans would 
play a vital role in India’s growth and 
prosperity. “The Indian Navy has a 
huge responsibility of ensuring an 
umbrella of security for India’s na-
tional maritime interests,” she em-
phasized. 

The President noted that the In-
dian Navy remains firm in its per-
severance, resolute in commitment, 
futuristic in capability development, 
and outcome-oriented in action.

COntinued frOm pAge 1

delHi BAns COnstruCtiOn wOrK As 
Air quAlity wOrsens tO ‘severe’ 
allowed. However, industrial operations involving milk and 
dairy units and those involved in the manufacturing of life-
saving medical equipment, drugs, etc are exempted from 
such restrictions,” as per the statement. 

It further said, “Road constructions or repair works includ-
ing paving of sidewalks and pathways and central verges 
etc. are not permitted during this time. But construction 
projects which involve plumbing works, interior decora-
tion, electrical works, and carpentry-related projects are 
permitted to continue, as per the notification.”

finAl pHAse Of pOlling in guJArAt, 93 
seAts tO deCide fAte Of Bigwigs 
polling booths and nearly 36,000 Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs) will be used for the purpose. Around 29,000 
presiding officers and over 84,000 polling officers have been 
deployed in 14 districts to facilitate the polls. 

According to Gujarat’s Chief Electoral Officer P Bharathi, 
of the total 26,409 polling stations, 93 are model polling 
booths, 93 are eco-friendly booths, another 93 are managed 
by Divyang and 14 are managed by youth. Webcasting will 
be done in 13,319 polling booths in the second phase. 

“Total of 2,51,58,730 voters will vote, of which, 1,29,26,501 
are men, 1,22,31,335 are women and 894 are from the third 
gender,” Bharathi said. 

The 93 poll-bound seats in the second phase are spread 
across Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar, Mehsana, Patan, Banas-
kantha, Sabarkantha, Aravali, Mahisagar, Panchmahal, Da-
hod, Vadodara, Anand, Kheda and Chhota Udaipur districts. 
Among the key constituencies in the final phase are Ghatlo-
dia, which will determine the poll fate of Gujarat Chief Min-
ister Bhupendra Patel; Viramgam where Patidar leader Har-
dik Patel will contest as a BJP candidate, and Gandhinagar 
South where the saffron party has fielded Alpesh Thakor. 
The Leader of the Opposition, Congress’ Sukhram 
Rathava will contest from Chhota Udaipur, while 
Lakhabhai Bharwad, Jignesh Mevani and Amee Ya-
jnik are some other prominent Congress names 
from Viramgam, Vadgam and Ghatlodia seats. 
From the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), Bharat Vakhala from 
Devgadhbaria, Bheema Chaudhary from Deodar, Dolat Patel 
from Gandhinagar South, Kunwarji Thakor from Viram-
gam and Vijay Patel from Ghatlodia will test their electoral 
fortunes in the second and final phase on Monday. 

The high-octane campaigning for the second phase of the 
Gujarat Assembly elections came to an end on Saturday eve-
ning, which saw big shots across parties trying to woo voters. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held his last election rally in 
his native state, at Ahmedabad, on Friday, which was followed 
by roadshows, over consecutive days on 1 and 2 December. 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, too, concluded his cam-
paigning for the final phase on Friday, with three public 
rallies in Mehsana, two public meetings in Ahmedabad and 
a roadshow in Vadodara.  Also, on the last day of the cam-
paign for the second phase, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath addressed poll rallies in Dholka, Mahudha 
and Khambhat to garner support for BJP candidates, while 
Union Minister Parshottam Rupala campaigned at Banas-
kantha, Chhota Udaipur and Anand. His Union Cabinet 
colleague Smriti Irani also held two roadshows in the state. 

The party’s CM face for Gujarat, Isudan Gadhvi, also held 
roadshows at Sidhpur, Kankrej, Dhanera and Vav on the 

last day.

peACeful mCd pOlls, OverAll 50% 
turnOut reCOrded 
the 3,360 critical booths in 493 locations where 
more than 25,000 police  personnel ,  nearly 
13,000 home guards and 100 companies of para-
military forces were deployed, officials said. 
     Several people in North-East Delhi and some other areas 
complained that their names were missing from the vot-
ers’ lists. Anil Kumar, the Delhi Congress president, was 
among the people who could not vote. The BJP said it has 
filed a complaint with the state election commission over 
the missing names.

The results will be announced on December 7. 
     Garbage collection and landfills emerged as one of the 
biggest issues in the fight between the Arvind Kejri-
wal-led Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and the BJP, which 
has been controlling municipal bodies for 15 years. 
     The polls are crucial for the AAP and its leader Arvind 
Kejriwal as they seek expansion of the party ahead of 2024 
general elections in the country.

A victory in the MCD polls will not only cement 
AAP’s place in Delhi but will fuel its aspiration to 
emerge as a serious contender to the BJP and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on the national scene. 
     The BJP, which had deployed its top leaders, including na-
tional president J.P. Nadda, 19 Union ministers like Rajnath 
Singh, Nitin Gadkari and Piyush Goyal and chief ministers 
of six states in the campaign, is also seeking redemption 
through a morale-boosting victory.

With a unified MCD led by a mayor of the par-
ty, the BJP can continue to challenge the AAP 
and Kejriwal in the national capital’s politics. 
     There were 1,349 candidates in the fray and over 1.45 crore 
electors were eligible to exercise their franchise.     The erst-
while MCD, established in 1958, was trifurcated in 2012 
during Sheila Dikshit’s tenure as chief minister.

Between 2012 and 2022, Delhi had 272 wards and three 
corporations -- North Delhi, South Delhi and East Delhi 
municipal corporations. These three civic bodies were re-
unified into the Municipal Corporation of Delhi which came 
into existence on May 22.

In the 2017 civic election, the BJP won 181 of the 270 wards. 
Polling could not be held on two seats due to the death of 
candidates. The AAP had won 48 wards and the Congress 
27. The voting percentage that year was around 53 per cent. 

irAn ABOlisHes ‘mOrAlity pOliCe’ As 
Anti-HiJAB prOtests COntinue 
Demonstrators have burned their mandatory hijab head 
coverings and shouted anti-government slogans, and since 
Amini’s death, a growing number of women have failed to 
wear the hijab, particularly in parts of Tehran.

“Morality police have nothing to do with the judiciary and 
have been abolished”, Attorney General Mohammad Jafar 
Montazeri was quoted as saying by the ISNA news agency.

The announcement of the units’ abolition came a day af-
ter Montazeri said “both parliament and the judiciary are 
working” on the issue of whether the law requiring women 
to cover their heads needs to be changed.

Raisi said in televised comments Saturday that Iran’s 
republican and Islamic foundations were constitutionally 
entrenched “but there are methods of implementing the 
constitution that can be flexible”.

According to Norway’s Iran Human Rights group, 60 of 
the 448 verified fatalities were minors under 18, including 

nine girls. Another 29 victims were women. According to the 
report, security personnel have murdered 16 people in the 
past week alone, 12 of them were killed in Kurdish-populated 
areas where demonstrations have been particularly violent. 
Apart from India, Malaysia, Indonesia, UAE and Khakhastan 
had also abstained from the resolution. Meanwhile, Pakistan 
and China rejected the resolution.

rAHul nOt tO Attend winter sessiOn, 
COngress ClArifies 
be held in Raipur, Chhattisgarh,” he said. 

“Second, we reviewed and discussed the future course 
of action for Bharat Jodo Yatra. We have decided to hold a 
massive campaign ‘Hath se Hath Jodo Abhiyan’ from Janu-
ary 26 onwards. It will be a two-month-long campaign,” 
Venugopal said. 

He added, as per this campaign, block-level yatras 
to cover all gram panchayats and booths and party 
will hand over a letter from Rahul Gandhi about the 
core message of this yatra. There will be village sab-
has and flag hoisting during this block level yatra. 
The Steering Committee of the Indian National Congress met 
today at 10 am at 24 Akbar Road, New Delhi, with Congress 
President Mallikarjun Kharge presiding.

A statement from the Steering Committee read, the Com-
mittee unanimously resolved that the 85th Plenary Session 
of the Indian National Congress will be held at Raipur in the 
second half of February 2023. 

The Committee noted the overwhelming success of the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra and the wide participation of lakhs of 
people. The yatra listens to and speaks with people from 
all sections of society every day, especially youth, women, 
farmers and the working class, directly communicating 
its message of equality, fraternity and harmony, as per the 
statement. 

The statement further said that the yatra is giving the same 
message that India’s spiritual leaders and social reformers 
preached, the leaders of our freedom struggle under Ma-
hatma Gandhi fought for, and our Constitution upholds. 

pm tO inAugurAte 2-dAy BJp OffiCe 
BeArers meeting 
BJP’s national office bearers meeting will be presided over by 
the party’s national president Jagat Prakash Nadda. All the 
party’s national office bearers, in-charge and co-in-charge 
of all states, in-charge of various fronts, state presidents and 
general secretaries of state organizations will also participate 
in the meeting. 

In this meeting of BJP, the upcoming strategies of the party 
will be discussed and along with the review of the prepara-
tions for the assembly elections to be held in the states next 
year, various organizational activities ranging from booth 
committees will also be discussed. 

Rajasthan Assembly elections will take place around 
December next year. The election will choose the rep-
resentatives of all the 200 seats in the state’s Legislative 
Assembly. Telangana Assembly Elections are slated to be 
held next year. 

KCr liKely tO sKip, mAmAtA And stAlin 
tO Attend All-pArty meet
Kharge, Trinamool congress president and West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee, DMK president and Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister MK Stalin, Telugu Desam Party president 
Chandrababu Naidu and Biju Janata Dal president and Odi-
sha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik are amongst those who 

will attend the meeting on Monday evening at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan. 

Amid the political war between the Telangana Rash-
tra Samithi (TRS) and BJP, Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao is unlikely to attend the meeting. 
“I have spoken to all the leaders and party presidents per-
sonally. However, as of now, we have no confirmation from 
some leaders including KCR,” Union Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Pralhad Joshi said. 

“This is a meeting in which the party presidents were only 
invited and therefore we have requested them to attend. No 
representatives would be attending on behalf of presidents,” 
Joshi added.  K Keshava Rao of TRS said, “We do not have 
any information about our leader attending the meeting on 
Monday.”  YSR Congress president and Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister Jaganmohan Reddy has already conveyed 
to the Centre his unavailability for Monday’s meeting. “The 
President of India is visiting Andhra Pradesh and therefore 
we will not be able to attend a meeting in Delhi,” YSR par-
liamentary party leader Vijaysai Reddy said. 

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) will not be attending this 
meeting because the party chief Lalu Prasad Yadav is cur-
rently undergoing medical treatment in Singapore. So far 
the government has no confirmation from the Janata Dal 
(United) whether Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar will 
be attending the meeting.

During this meeting, a detailed presentation will be made 
for the political parties for the lead-up to the G20 p

residency for India and what it means for the coming year.

fir AgAinst sHuttler lAKsHyA sen, 
fAmily On Age frAud
Lakshya, who is ranked No 6 in the world right now, re-
ceived the Arjuna Award on Wednesday at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan. 

The ace shuttler bagged the Bronze medal at World 
Championships after suffering a defeat against fellow 
countryman Kidambi Srikanth in 2021. 

Additionally, he finished runner-up in the All England 
Championships and was crucial to India’s historic Thom-
as Cup victory earlier this year. 

Lakshya is shown to be 24 years old in the lawsuit, how-
ever, his date of birth (August 16, 2001) registered with the 
Badminton Association of India says that he is actually 
three years younger. 

On the other hand, his older brother Chirag, who has a 
BAI ID that says he is 24, is said to be 26 (22 July, 1998). 

The complainant alleged that Lakshya’s al-
leged wrongdoing prevented several children 
from participating in events in their age group 
that offered top facilities and sponsorships. 
The complainant also demanded judicial action. 
Lakshya and his parents have not yet reacted to the issue.

 

i trust my friend mOdi tO Bring us 
tOgetHer: mACrOn 
assumed the G20 Presidency. Ibrahim Mohamed Solih 
tweeted, “Congratulations to PM Narendra Modi, the gov-
ernment, and the people of India on India assuming the 
Presidency of G20. I have every confidence in India’s lead-
ership to promote diplomacy and dialogue to build con-
sensus and find enduring solutions to pressing issues in 
global affairs.”

On Thursday, Australian Prime Minister Anthony Alba-
nese wished success to India on assuming the G20 presi-
dency. Albanese tweeted, “Wishing every success to @na-
rendramodi on India assuming the G20 presidency.”

TDG NeTwork
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President Droupadi Murmu receives the Guard of Honour by Indian Navy on the 
occasion of Navy Day, in Vijayawada on Sunday. ANI

 G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant interacts with a delegate at the 1st G20 Sherpas 
Meet during a display of Jal Sanjhi, in Udaipur on Sunday. ANI 
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claim

Congress on Sunday al-
leged that the Central 
government has con-

tinued its silence on Chinese 
incursions on the border and 
the change in status quo on 
the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC).

“The Government contin-
ues its silence on Chinese 
incursions on the border 
and the change in status 
quo on the LAC, even as 
credible reports indicate in-
creased deployment of Chi-
nese troops and weaponry,” 
read a statement from Con-
gress Steering Committee. 
The Steering Committee of 
the Indian National Con-
gress met today at 10 am at 

24 Akbar Road, New Delhi, 
with Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge pre-
siding.

“As India faces these chal-
lenges, the Prime Minister 
continues to deny, distract 

and divide. His inflamma-
tory rhetoric during the 
recent election campaigns 
in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh has further polar-
ised the polity and society at 
a time when serious discus-

sion and debate are needed,” 
the statement further read.

It said, the Committee 
noted with concern the 
grave economic, social and 
political challenges that In-
dia continues to face. These 
challenges intensify every 
day. Crores of people strug-
gle with soaring prices (in-
creasing at nearly 7%) and 
record unemployment (8%), 
even as the Government al-
lows the concentration of 
the nation’s wealth in a few 
chosen hands. Economic 
growth continues to slide 
with every passing year.

The deliberate subversion 
of, and attack on Constitu-
tional institutions continues. 
The pre-meditated attempt 
that is underway to de-le-
gitimize the judiciary and 

orchestrates a confrontation 
between the executive and 
the judiciary is particularly 
alarming, the statement 
added.

The relations between 
India and China soured 
following a standoff in 
April-May 2020 over the 
transgressions by the Chi-
nese Army in multiple areas 
including the Finger Area, 
Galwan Valley, Hot Springs, 
and Kongrung Nala. The 
situation worsened after 
violent clashes with Chinese 
troops in Galwan Valley in 
June.

In June 2020, the two 
armies were engaged in a 
violent clash that resulted 
in the death of 20 Indian 
soldiers and several Chinese 
troops. 
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centre is silent on chinese 
‘incursions’ on border: congress

Congress president Mallikarejun Kharge held a meeting with 
congress members on Sunday. 

announcement

water crisis

Congress to hold its 
85th plenary session 
in Chhattisgarh 

Jharkhand: Villagers forced 
to collect water from pits

The 85th Plenary Session 
of the Indian National Con-
gress will be held in Chhat-
tisgarh capital in the second 
half of February 2023, an 
official statement from Con-
gress Steering Committee 
said on Sunday.

The announcement was 
made by the Steering Com-
mittee of the party at a meet-
ing in New Delhi. Congress 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge presided over the 
meeting, and the Committee 
unanimously resolved that 
the 85th Plenary Session of 
the Congress will be held in 
Raipur

The Committee also noted 
the overwhelming success 
of the Bharat Jodo Yatra and 
the broad participation of 
lakhs of people.

The Yatra listens to and 
speaks with people from all 
sections of society every day, 
especially youth, women, 
farmers and the working 
class, directly communicat-
ing its message of equality, 
fraternity and harmony, it 
said.

It is the same message that 
India’s spiritual leaders and 
social reformers preached, 
the leaders of our freedom 
struggle under Mahatma 
Gandhi fought for, and our 
Constitution upholds, said 
the statement.

There seems to be no end 
to the water crisis in Idal-
dih village under Potka 
block in Jharkhand and 
it is only becoming worse 
with every passing day.

All the borewells and 
three ‘jal minars’ (over-
head tanks or water tow-
ers) installed in the Idal-
dih village years ago have 
already become defunct  
and dry, and the villagers 
are now bound to collect 
water from open pits for 
cooking and drinking 
purposes. 

Situated about 50 km 
away from Jamshedpur 
district headquarter, the 
Idaldih village in Potka 
block has 45 houses and 
all the villagers includ-
ing women, children 
and people with physical 
disabilities are facing an 
acute shortage of drinking 
water for the past many 
months.

The villagers pointed 
out the three water tow-
ers which remain defunct 

for the last two years.
“We have been raising 

the issue with local au-
thorities and public rep-
resentatives, but there is 
no respite,” the villagers 
complained.

They said that it will 
become very difficult for 
them to survive if govern-
ment officials concerned 
continue to turn a blind 
eye towards the acute wa-
ter crisis problem. Speak-
ing to ANI, Saraswati 
Hansda, one of the villag-
ers, complained, there has 
been no supply of water 
from the overhead tanks 
in the last two years.

“We have to collect 
water from open pits at 
farms, filter it and then 
use it for cooking and 
drinking,” she rued. 

Another villager, Mato 
Baske - who is visually 
impaired, said, “I can-
not see, and have to walk 
through the bund of the 
farm with the help of 
other villagers to collect 
water.” “I have no idea as 
to when this would end,” 
he complained.
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destruction

illegal children’s home 
demolished after sexual 
abuse complaints

As many as 45 children 
were rescued from the il-
legal  children’s  home 
run by Bethel  Gospel 
Church in Navi Mumbai. 
The Bethel Gospel Church 
was demolished based on 
the recommendations made 
by the National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR) after com-
plaints of sexual abuse of 
children. “45 children have 

been rescued from the il-
legal children’s home run 
by Bethel Gospel Church in 
Navi Mumbai which was 
demolished by bulldozers 
based on the recommenda-
tions made by NCPCR after 
complaints of sexual abuse 
of children,” tweets NCPCR 
chief Priyank Kanoongo. 
The NCPCR took cogni-
zance of the matter after 
three children living in the 
shelter filed a complaint of 
being sexually assaulted. 
Further details are awaited.
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detention

Professor sent to 14 days police 
remand in sexual assault case

Hyderabad University Pro-
fessor Ravi Ranjan, who al-
legedly molested a foreign 
student, has been sent to 14 
days police remand, said po-
lice on Sunday.

“Professor Ravi Ranjan 
who was facing an allegation 
of assault on a foreign stu-
dent studying in Hyderabad 
Central University has been 
sent to 14 days remand,” said 
K Shilpavalli, Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (DCP), 
Madhapur. The Hyderabad 
University on Saturday had 
suspended the professor.

“Hyderabad University 
condemns the incident that 
occurred involving Profes-
sor Ravi Ranjan, Depart-
ment of Hindi and a student 
on December 2. Based on the 
criminal complaint and FIR, 
the Professor is placed under 
suspension with immediate 
effect,” the official statement 
by the university read.

The police informed that the 

accused professor has been 
taken into custody and will 
be presented before the court.

Assistant Commissioner of 
Police (ACP) Ch. Raghunan-
dan said, “We have received 
a complaint from Hyderabad 
University authorities that the 
modesty of a student was out-
raged by a professor. The Case 
has been registered under 
sections 354 and 354 (A) of 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 
He has been taken into police 
custody, and is to be presented 
before a court.”

Earlier today, the Cyberabad 
Police arrested a professor of 
the University of Hyderabad 
for allegedly molesting a for-
eign student from Thailand.

According to Police, the 
incident occurred on Friday 
when the girl student was 
called to the professor’s resi-
dence on the pretext of giving 
her a book where the accused 
allegedly tried to molest her.

After the complaint was 
lodged, Cyberabad Police 
took the professor into cus-
tody.
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inVestigation

Accused in Ankita 
Bhandari murder case 
to undergo Narco test

The Uttarakhand Police on 
Sunday said investigation into 
the Ankita Bhandari murder 
case involving an expelled BJP 
leader’s son is almost com-
plete with just the Narco tests 
of the accused remaining.

“An application will be filed 
in the court for the narco test 
of Ankita’s killers, including 
the main accused Pulkit Arya. 
“Things will be clearer after 
the narco test is done. Our 
investigation is almost com-
plete,” Chief Spokesperson of 
the Uttarakhand Police head-
quarters Additional Director 
General (ADG) V Murgeshan 

said addressing a press con-
ference.

The body of 19-year-old An-
kita, who worked as a recep-
tionist at a resort run by Pul-
kit Arya, the son of expelled 
BJP leader Vinod Arya, was 
recovered from Chilla canal in 
Rishikesh on 24th September.

She was reported missing 
for at least six days before her 
dead body was found by the 
officials. The expelled BJP 
leader’s son was arrested for 
his alleged involvement in 
the case. Under fire from the 
Opposition parties over the 
incident, the BJP government 
led by Chief Minister Push-
kar Singh Dhami promptly 
expelled Vinod Arya.
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approVal

unusualunfortunate

goVt launches pli scheme for making drones of rs 120 cr

US, Indian Army soldier play musical 
tunes during Yudh Abhyas 2022 

man beaten to death for 
stealing sugarcane in up

The government has approved 
the production-linked incentive 
(PLI) scheme for drones and 
drone components for imple-
mentation during the current 
year (2022-23) till 2024-25 with 
an outlay of Rs 120 crore.

Based on the consultations/
meetings with the stakehold-

ers, including the industry rep-
resentatives and the concerned 
departments, the operational 
guidelines of the PLI scheme 
for drones and drone compo-
nents have been finalised. A 
statement from the ministry of 
civil aviation (MoCA) said that 
the objective behind this scheme 
is to incentivise the manufactur-
ing of drones so as to make them 
self-sustaining and globally 

competitive.
The statement said in order to 

make the country a global hub 
for the research and develop-
ment, testing, manufacturing 
and operation of drones under 
the Atmanirbhar Bharat Ab-
hiyan, the liberalised Drone 
Rules, 2021, was released to 
create a growth-oriented regu-
latory framework for drones. 
To facilitate further growth, the 

government said it approved 
the PLI scheme for drones and 
drone components in India.

Some of the operational 
guidelines which were notified 
for the stakeholders and the 
public were based on the defi-
nitions of the companies; eligi-
bility; application and online 
portal; project management 
agency (PMA), empowered 
group of secretaries (EGoS) 

and the Competent Author-
ity; approval under PLI and 
determination of baseline and 
calculation and disbursement 
of incentives.

These applicants for the 
scheme are the companies reg-
istered in India that are manu-
facturing -- drones and drone 
components. The manufactur-
ing can be carried out at one or 
more locations in India.

Soldiers of the Indian, US 
Army played musical in-
struments in the Hima-
layas during the recently 
concluded 18th edition of 
Yudh Abhyas 2022 held in 
Uttarakhand’s Auli. 
   The video shared by the 
11th Airborne Division on 
Twitter showcased troops 
enjoying themselves as they 
played tunes on musical in-
struments, including guitar 
and drums.

Senior US army officer 
was on lead guitar as the 
troops of both sides played 
musical instruments during 
the joint military exercise. 

While sharing the video, 
11th Airborne Division said, 
“Spontaneous rock concerts 
in the Himalayas with our 
Commanding General on 
lead guitar? All in a day’s 
work for the Arctic Angels. 

@USARPAC @USArmy 
@I_Corps.” Notably, the 
joint military exercise ‘Yudh 
Abhayas 2022’ between 
armies of India and the 
United States culminated on 
2nd December. In a tweet on 

3rd December, the US Army 
Pacific described India as a 
“key strategic partner” of 
the US. It tweeted, “India is 
a key strategic partner of the 
U.S. and our defense rela-
tionship is a key component 
and one of the major pillars 
of the bilateral partnership.”

On 3rd December, US 
Embassy in India tweeted, 
“Congratulations to @US-
Army & @adgpi for suc-
cessfully concluding the 
18th edition of #YudhAb-
hyas. Joint military exercise 
like Yudh Abhyas reinforces 
our commitment to the #In-
doPacific region, improves 
interoperability, and takes 
the #USIndiaDefense part-
nership to new heights!”

A man was beaten to death 
for stealing sugarcane from a 
farm in Uttar Pradesh’s Bah-
raich district, the police said 
on Sunday.

Officials said that two per-
sons have been arrested in 
connection to the incident. 
The accused were identi-
fied as Ramdev Yadav, and 
Shaukat Ali - both residents 
of Bahraich, they said. Ac-
cording to police, the victim, 
identified as Mubarak Hasan, 
a resident of Paduha, alleg-
edly used to steal sugarcanes 
from farms. On the night of 
November 30, he was caught 
by the accused duo while 

stealing sugarcane from their 
field.

On being caught red-hand-
ed, the victim tried to escape, 
when the accused attacked 
him with kicks and punch-
es. During the scuffle, one of 
the accused picked up a stick 
and hit the victim on his head. 
The victim collapsed on the 
ground, and the accused fled 
from the spot leaving him be-
hind. The victim’s body was 
found in the sugarcane field 
the next morning, and the 
police were informed.

A case of murder was reg-
istered on the same, and the 
police after an initial probe 
into the same, detained Ram-
dev and Shaukat within 48 
hours after the incident came 

to light.
The accused have been 

booked under IPC section 
302, and a reward of Rs 
10,000 was also announced 
in the name of the accused 
names.

“The victim’s body was 
found on December 1, and 
two accused namely Ramdev 
Yadav and Shaukat Ali have 
been arrested,” SP Bahraich 
Prashant Verma said while 
speaking to the media on 
Sunday.

“Mubarak used to steal sug-
arcane from fields of accused. 
On the night of the incident, 
they caught him and beat 
him up. He died after being 
hit with a stick on his head,” 
he said. 
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top of the day

gehlot approVes 
creation of 42 
non teaching 
posts in ruhs
JAIPUR: Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
approved the creation of 
42 non-teaching posts at 
Rajasthan University of 
Health Sciences in Jaipur.
To realize the concept of 
Nirogi Rajasthan, Gehlot 
has been working for the 
continuous expansion of 
the medical and health 
sector. According to the 
proposal, “2 posts of 
Assistant Registrar, 1st 
Assistant Accounts Officer, 
1st Deputy Legal Counsel, 
1-1st post of Senior Legal 
Officer, Junior Accountant 
and Information Assis-
tant, 5 posts of Assistant 
Section Officer, 3 posts of 
Senior Assistant, 5 posts 
of Junior Assistant in the 
University. 15 and 7 posts 
of Class IV employees 
have been created. 

bengal murder: 
cbi arrests 
main accused 
lalan sheikh
KOLKATA: CBI on Sunday 
arrested Lalan Sheikh, the 
prime accused in its ongo-
ing investigation into the 
death of 10 people when 
their houses were set 
on fire in West Bengal’s 
Birbhum district earlier 
this year. Official sources 
said that Lalan Sheikh 
was a close aide of the 
deceased, Bhadu Sheikh. 
He was arrested Saturday 
night, and was produced 
before a court on Sun-
day, said sources. The 
Birbhum massacre took 
place on 21st March, 2022. 
It was alleged that Bhadu 
Sheikh from Bogtui village, 
who was the Upa Pradhan 
(Dy Pradhan) of Barshal 
GP, was murdered. 

eastern naVal 
command pays 
homage to 
braVehearts
VISHAKAHAPATNAM: 
As part of Navy Day 
celebrations, Eastern 
Naval Command paid 
homage to service 
personnel who made 
the supreme sacrifice in 
various actions includ-
ing the 1971 War. A flo-
ral wreath was placed 
by Vice Admiral Biswajit 
Dasgupta AVSM at the 

‘Victory at Sea’ War Me-
morial at Visakhapat-
nam. Wreaths were also 
placed by Dr Mallikara-
juna, District Collector, 
Ch Srikanth, Commis-
sioner of Police and Vice 
Admiral VK Namballa 
(Retd), President Navy 
Foundation. 

uttarakhand cm 
flags off 10 new 
electric buses 
in dehradun
DEHRADUN: Uttara-
khand CM Pushkar 
Singh Dhami on Sunday 
flagged off ‘Doon Con-
nect’ electric buses under 
the Smart City Mission 
from the CM Camp office 
in Dehradun. He flagged 
off a total of 10 electric 
buses in Dehradun. 
Speaking to the media on 
the occasion, the Chief 
Minister said that these 
buses will help in the 
easy movement of people 
from one place to another 
and will also be helpful 
for the environment. “20 
electric buses were al-
ready running and today 
additional 10 buses have 
been flagged off.”

Students protesting for justice outside the university.

Soldiers of Indian and US armies during the Yudh Abhyas 2022.



Narendra Modi’s Gu-
jarat model, where 
transparency and 

good governance are the 
overriding themes, is a clas-
sic success story. Today Va-
dodara is emerging as a big 
pharma and medical hub, 
Ahmedabad is an educa-
tion hub, Sanand is India’s 
biggest automobile hub, 
Surat is a textile hub, Sabar-
kantha is a hub for wooden 
toys, Bharuch is famous for 
cotton cultivation, Anand is 
India’s milk capital, Mehsana 
is the new milk producing 
hub, while Rajkot, Amreli, 
Bhavnagar and Junagadh are 
emerging as diamond polish-
ing hubs. Under Modi’s Guja-
rat model, be it the beautiful 
Sabarmati waterfront or the 
massive statue of Sardar Patel 
at Kevadia, be it 24/7 electric-
ity, wide roads and highways, 

or the excellent law and order 
situation, where girls are not 
scared to travel alone even 
at night, Gujarat and Gujara-
tis have always led from the 
front. Numbers never lie and 
that being the case, the unde-
niable truth is, Gujarat today, 
with a Gross State Domestic 
Product (GSDP) of over Rs 
19.4 lakh crore, contributes 
over 20% to India’s industrial 
production, accounts for 22% 
of the country’s merchandise 
exports, accounts for over 
40% of India’s ocean cargo 
operations, has the lowest 
unemployment rate of 1.2%, 
with 4.7 million people em-
ployed in the MSME sector 
alone and has a debt to GSDP 
ratio of just 15.8%. 

Honesty of intent, purpose 
and vision have been the hall-
marks of the famous Gujarat 
model, making it a vibrant 
economy with a per capita 
income of over Rs 2.41 lakh. 
Gujarat saw a 279% jump 
and accounted for 37% of 
India’s overall FDI flows 
into India, last year. Gujarat 
achieved 100% household 
tap water connections under 
Jal Jeevan Mission this year, 
with 91.73 lakh houses con-
nected to tap-water. Gujarat 
is ranked number one in the 

pharmaceutical industry in 
India, with a 33% share in 
drug manufacturing and 
28% share in drug exports. 
The State has 130 US FDA 
certified drug manufacturing 
facilities.  

The BJP government in Gu-
jarat launched “Gyan Kunj” 
project in 2017 to produce 
world-class students. As 
for healthcare, as many as 
2465 hospitals, including 
68 NABH accredited hos-
pitals, have been empan-
elled, almost 38 lakh claims 
amounting to over 5600 
crore have been settled and 
approximately 80 lakh fami-
lies have been covered under 
various health schemes like 
the MA Vatsalya Yojna. 

In 2020, Gujarat topped the 
States and Union territories 
in filing of chargesheets, with 
a superb strike rate of 97.1%, 
according to National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB). Ac-
cording to the NCRB’s 2021 
report, “Gujarat’s crime rate 
has dropped to 11.9, much 
lower than the national av-
erage of 30.2. In 2021, the 
murder crime rate in Guja-
rat stood at 1.4 (National Avg: 
2.1). The rate of kidnapping in 
the State has been constantly 
dipping with a crime rate of 
2.3 in 2021 (2.7 in 2019 and 
3.0 in 2018) against the na-
tional crime rate of 7.4.”

 Agri-growth under a com-
petent Government stood 
at 11% between 2001 and 
2013 and this despite the 
fact that since its inception 
in 1960, Gujarat has suffered 
a drought virtually once in 
every three years. With an ir-

rigation coverage of 96% that 
allows farmers to sow three 
crops in a year, state-of-the-
art cold storage chains that 
have boosted potato cultiva-
tion by 20%, Kheda’s contri-
bution to Gujarat is as sterling 
as the white dairy revolution 
led by Amul. 

Coming back to develop-
ment, from transforming 
Ahmedabad, a former textile 
hub to the new knowledge 
hub, setting up the Mundra 
port and developing the salt 
marsh of Rann of Kutch into 
the now famous tourist hub, 
the Gujarat model has been 
inclusive in both its intent and 
execution. This is borne out 
by the proliferation of over 
27 schools cum hostels set up 
by the State government in 
Kutch. Again, Rajkot is fast 
emerging as an education hub 
given the over 18 engineering 
colleges that have been set up 
in the last few years. 

Also, Valsad, famous for 
its Alphonso mangoes with 
a predominantly tribal 
population, boasts of a gen-
der equality ratio of 96% 
when it comes to education. 
In terms of infrastructure, 
Panchmahal has all the 600 
villages connected by metalled 
roads and over 80% of them 
have all-weather proof roads. 
Panchmahal stands out as a 
beacon of good governance 
and comprehensive develop-
ment. A testimony to Gujarat’s 
industrial development can 
be gauged from the fact that 
while Ankleshwar and Vapi 
are hubs for chemical units, 
Halol near Vadodara is an au-
tomobile hub and Alang, 50 

km from Bhavnagar, is home 
to the largest ship-breaking 
yard in the world. Also, while 
Jambusagar in Bharuch will 
be home to the C-295 aircraft 
manufacturing facility, Rajkot 
has a spanking new AIIMS 
and an upcoming greenfield 
airport, while Jamnagar is 
host to WHO’s upcoming 
Global Centre for Traditional 
Medicine (GCTM).

Gujarat is a microcosm of 
what best explains the diver-
sity that is India. For example, 
Jamnagar, which houses the 
largest oil refinery in the 
world, has also witnessed 
a farming revolution. The 
Sabarmati waterfront, from 
being nothing more than a 
glorified gutter, is now ranked 
amongst the 100 most innova-
tive projects in the world by 
KPMG. Unarguably, it is the 
Sardar Sarovar Project that 
is a glowing tribute to the 
foresight of Modi’s model of 
development. 

SSP, popularly called the 
Narmada dam project, is 
today, a symbol of ‘Gujarati 
Asmita’. Gujarat, which ac-
counts for 6% of India’s land 
mass and barely 5% of the 
population, accounts for a 
solid 8.5% of the country’s 
GDP. Do not forget that when 
Narendra Modi took over as 
the Chief Minister of Gujarat 
in 2001, it was still coming 
to terms with the devastat-
ing earthquake in Bhuj. Yet, 
thanks to Modi’s unrelenting 
efforts, dynamic vision and 
healthy pragmatism, the State 
achieved a solid average GSDP 
growth rate of 10% plus be-
tween 2001-2013. GSDP at 

current prices, in fact, stood 
at a resounding 20% plus in 
both 2006 and 2011. Average 
GSDP growth between 2006 
and 2011 stood at a robust 
17%. Again GSDP growth 
rate between 2012 and 2016 
stood at 13.6%. The moot point 
here is that across different 
time pockets, Gujarat’s GSDP 
has consistently been higher 
than the national average. The 
Gujarat model of development 
which has Narendra Modi’s 
inimitable stamp written all 
over it, has withstood the test 
of time and is a classic text-
book case that shows how one 
man’s relentless pursuit of an 
aspirational India, is an idea 
that has spearheaded India 
into the league of economic 
superpowers. 

For instance, Kutch, which 
is home to the Kandla and 
Mundra ports, a 10,000 MW 
power plant and two commer-
cial airports, is also the largest 
cement producing region in 
India, today. It is not surpris-
ing, therefore, that industry 
accounts for almost 40% of 
Gujarat’s GSDP.  From being 
India’s seventh richest State in 
per capita GSDP in 1981 to be-
ing the third richest today, the 
much written about ‘Gujarat 
Model of Development’, is an 
ode to the extraordinary lead-
ership of Narendra Modi, both 
as the consummate, erstwhile, 
Chief Minister of Gujarat and 
now as a towering visionary, 
who is the Prime Minister of 
the world’s largest democracy.
Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of the 
BJP and the Bestselling Author 
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

Demystifying Narendra Modi’s 
Gujarat model of development
Honesty of intent, purpose and vision have been the hallmarks of the famous Gujarat 
model, making it a vibrant economy with a per capita income of over Rs 2.41 lakh.

MODELS OF DEMOCRACY

UNIQUE STRIDE 

By inducting two times former Chief Minister of 
Punjab, Captain Amarinder Singh and former 
PCC president, Sunil Jakhar in the National Execu-
tive, the BJP’s top leadership is clearly looking at a 
new strategy to improve its prospects in the 2024 
Parliamentary polls. In addition, four times former 
MLA, Rana Gurmit Singh Sodhi, who was also in 
the Congress, has been made a special invitee be-
sides making young Jaiveer Shergill as the national 
spokesman. The Captain had lost the last Assem-
bly elections and many of his opponents feel that 
he was past his prime. However, no one can deny 
that so far as understanding of the state’s politics 
is concerned, there are very few who can match 
his experience and perception. Amarinder is an 
asset wherever he is and can guide the BJP for bet-

ter performance as and when his counsel would 
be needed. Significantly, the Captain’s induction 
in the National Executive coincides with the re-
emergence of his rival, Sukhbir Singh Badal on the 
centre stage of Punjab 
politics. Sukhbir has 
consolidated his po-
sition by helping his 
nominee win the Sikh 
Gurdwara Prabandak 
Committee elections 
and could make fur-
ther inroads into the 
Panthic politics. How-
ever, in 2024 it shall 
be after a long time 
that the BJP and the 
Akalis would not be 
on the same side and 
may be pitted against 
each other in a Lok 
Sabha election. Sunil Jakhar has been included 
largely because of optics and to make a dent in the 
Abhor Fazilka-Ferozepur belt. Interestingly, he 
and Rana Sodhi have never seen eye to eye and this 
situation is unlikely to change while they are in the 
BJP now. A large number of Amarinder’s support-
ers, all of whom who lost the polls are also now 
in the BJP. This long list includes, Kewal Dhillon, 
Arvind Khanna and Balbir Sidhu amongst others. 
The Congress charge is that these people joined the 
BJP since they feared that they would be hounded 
by the investigative agencies on various charges. 
Amarinder’s followers were disappointed when 
the BJP while inducting him in the party did so in 
a low key manner with Kiren Rijju and N.S.Tomar 
being present while the expectation was that this 
would be a high profile affair with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah 
gracing the occasion. But these things happen in 
politics. So far as the Congress is concerned, it is 
trying to put its house in order. A difficult task but 
essential. The AAP is in firm control of the govern-
ment but reports suggest that its popularity has 
declined somewhat. This is where the Amarinder 
factor could impact the State politics. There has 
been speculation that Preneet Kaur, the Congress, 
MP from Patiala and Captain’s wife, may also join 
the BJP ahead of the 2024 polls. The plan is that 
instead of her, Amarinder’s daughter would be the 
BJP nominee from Patiala. Punjab politics has al-
ways been very complex and it is getting more so 
with the presence of so many players. However, 
Amarinder, is still the most astute politician who 
is known for doing his homework thoroughly. He 
has been bitter ever since the Congress had re-
placed him and thus would like to make his pres-
ence felt in the next round of the electoral battle. 

Pankaj Vohra

PERSPECTIVE
NEW STRATEGY 

BJP LOOKS TOWARDS 
AMARINDER AND 
JAKHAR TO BOOST 
ITS PROSPECTS

Elon Musk in an interview 
with Vox media recom-
mended that if civilization 
were to be setup in Mars, it 
should follow the model of 
direct democracy. Even the 
initial models of democracy 
on earth were direct in na-
ture. Although they never 
meant universal suffrage. The 
Athenians had established 
citizen’s assembly where all 
citizens could participate to 
deliberate and vote on issues 
to form legislations and also 
hold the administration and 
judiciary accountable.  Demo-
cratic practices were deeply 
entrenched in Janapads of 
ancient India particularly in 
the area of modern-day Bihar 
and Eastern Uttar Pradesh. 
It was also the most com-
mon system to elect decision 

making bodies in Buddhist 
sanghas. 

Owing to the limited means 
of communication and the 
great asymmetry of power 
between the aristocrats and 
the general masses, such 
models were neither scalable 
nor sustainable for the long 
term. Two millennia later 
representative democracy 
was unleashed by classical 
liberalism after the fall of 
the feudal order. The model 
empowered regions to send 
their elected representatives 
to the capital to vote on is-
sues of public consequences 
and protect the interest of re-
spective regions. The elected 
representatives are human 
beings and though in its ini-
tial period the most enter-
prising and capable person 
from each constituency was 
elected, who would possess a 
reasonable knowledge of is-
sues impacting their constit-
uencies, it is never possible 
for them to know everything 
around trade, education and 
healthcare to take the right 
decision during a vote in 
the parliament. As society, 
economy and politics grew 
more complex, this model 
had to be supported by huge 

bureaucratic machinery and 
the system increasingly be-
came reliant on people with 
specialized knowledge of 
navigating this bureaucratic 
order. The system became 
an easy subject to exploit by 
people who had more wealth 
and muscle power. While the 
elected representatives were 
in the capital, it was easy for 
big traders and merchants 
to lure them with personal 
favours. 

The parliamentarians in 
the English parliament were 
well-aware of the ills of the 
East India Company’s prac-
tices that were being carried 
with the divine authority 
of the crown. Subjects like 
the forced indenture of In-
dian traders and artisans, 
indigo farming and opium 
trade, often came under 
the scanner but given most 
of those parliamentarians 
had immensely benefitted 
from the joint stock holding 
of the East India company, 
seldom was there a critique 
of this practice as it did not 
influence British subjects 
directly. While modern de-
mocracies have come a long 
way from such open practices 
of exploitations, the system is 
asymmetric and is far from 
the promises of equality of 
representation. 

Instead of indirect rep-
resentation, the model has 
transformed itself into a form 
where elected representatives 
work more as representative 
of political parties instead 
of representative of people, 

and the party assumes a high 
degree of importance in de-
ciding electoral outcomes. 
Consequently branding, mar-
keting campaign and mega 
personas of political leaders 
plays a huge role in electoral 
outcomes rather than the 
issues plaguing the local 
constituents. For instance, 
in 1977, the politicians who 
fought and lost on Congress’s 
ticket, largely faced the public 
ire of emergency which had 

nothing to do with what they 
were doing in their own con-
stituency and similarly the 
big Congress rebound of 1980 
was a mandate for Indira 
Gandhi and not for the can-
didates contesting to become 
the member of parliament. 
Today’s urban citizenry is of-
ten left to wonder as to why 
they need to go through such 
a complicated process when 
the internet and modern 
technologies of blockchain 
can empower them to elect 
the head of the states directly. 
Most citizens identify with 
the party or a persona and 
not with the representatives. 
In most cases, it is difficult to 
even recall their name. 

Pleas and appeals to repair 
roads, upgrade systems of in-
frastructure often fall on deaf 
ears, whereas a direct tweet 

to a municipal or governing 
body results in immediate ac-
tion. Many parties have rolled 
out transfer of schematic ben-
efits to people’s doorsteps and 
transfer of monetary benefits 
directly to bank accounts. 
These schemes have enjoyed 
tremendously popular feed-
back as it saves the citizenry 
the pain of navigating the 
complex bureaucratic maze. 

If brands can distribute 
their products directly to 

consumers using e-com-
merce and if automobile 
OEMs can contemplate to do 
away with dealership models 
and adopt direct sales to con-
sumers, why can’t the model 
around governance aided 
with modern digital infra-
structure be more direct in 
nature?  Perhaps, the answer 
lies in the same reason as to 
why projects around smart 
cities that render higher 
transparency and account-
ability have turned out to be 
failure around most part of 
the world. 

While nobody expects the 
citizenry to dictate the course 
of complicated topics such 
as waging wars, currency 
issuance and directing in-
terest rate hikes. However, 
the Martian D2C model will 
certainly make the appoint-

ment of critical decision-mak-
ing bodies more direct and 
transparent. The challenge 
is to boil it down from a uto-
pian notion to a constraint-
based operating model which 
is open to iterative adoption 
of changes.  Iterative incre-
ments in a direct democracy 
would be much faster and 
efficient than today’s slow 
and complex methods of 
constitutional amendments. 
Experimental models taking 
into account the elements of 
scientific progress, culture 
and economic conditions can 
certainly render a model of 
direct appointment of central 
authorities that couples the 
benefits of direct-to-citizens 
governance. A failsafe meth-
od that keeps checkpoints on 
anarchic outbreaks would 
further legitimize the model 
and earn the confidence of 
all stakeholders. We never 
thought of these as we seldom 
had these tools, now that we 
have them it must be given a 
chance. 

Ironically though, these 
models of democracy would 
not be initiated by today’s 
democratic nations but rather 
by rich autocracies and me-
ga-dictatorships who would 
experiment it at local levels 
to strengthen their own legiti-
macy, but when the success 
becomes evident democracies 
would embrace these models 
and scale them sustainably.
Dwaipayan Chakraborty is a 
business consultant with EY-
Global and an alumnus of IIM 
Shillong.  
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While nobody expects the citizenry to 
dictate the course of complicated topics 
such as waging wars, currency issuance 
and directing interest rate hikes.

Significantly, the 
Captain’s induction in 
the National Executive 
coincides with the re-
emergence of his rival, 
Sukhbir Singh Badal on 
the centre stage of Punjab 
politics. Sukhbir has 
consolidated his position 
by helping his nominee 
win the Sikh Gurdwara 
Prabandak Committee 
elections and could 
make further inroads 
into the Panthic politics. 

Captain Amarinder Singh

Sunil Jakhar
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The Supreme Court 
in the case Pramod 
Singh Kirar vs State 

of Madhya Pradesh ob-
served and has directed the 
appointment of a candidate 
whose candidature was re-
jected on the ground that 
he was tried for the offence 
under Section 498A Indian 
Penal Code, 1860.

In  the  present  case, 
Pramod Singh Kirar ap-
plied for the post of Consta-
ble in the year 2013 and he 
was found eligible to be ap-
pointed as Constable. Thus, 
he declared in the verifica-
tion form itself that he was 
tried for the offence under 
Section 498A IPC earlier 
and was later acquitted in 
the said case. His candida-
ture was later rejected on 
the ground that he was in-
volved in this criminal case.

However, the Division 
bench of Madhya Pradesh 
High Court observed and 
has upheld this rejection 
wherein observing that if 

the candidate is found to be 
involved in a criminal case, 
even in the cases of acquit-
tal and/or even in the cases 

where the employee has 
made declaration truthful-
ly of a concluded criminal 
case the employer still has 

the right to consider ante-
cedents, the same cannot be 
compelled for appointing 
the candidate. In an appeal, 

the Apex Court bench com-
prising of Justice MR Shah 
and Justice CT Ravikumar 
observed and has noted 
that the offence for which 
he was tried ultimately 
resulted into acquittal and 
the same had arisen out of 
the matrimonial dispute 
which ultimately ended 
and resulted in settlement 
out of the court. Further, it 
was noticed that there was 
no suppression of material 
fact in this case.

The bench observed and 
has stated that under the 
circumstances and in the 
peculiar facts of the case, 
the appellant could not 
have been denied the ap-
pointment solely on the 
aforesaid ground that he 
was tried for the offence 
under Section 498A of In-
dian Penal Code, 1860 and 
that too for the offences al-
leged to have happened in 
the year 2001 for which in 
the year 2006 he was even 
acquitted and may be on 
settlement (between hus-
band and wife).

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: CANNOT DENY 
APPOINTMENT MERELY BECAUSE 
CANDIDATE WAS TRIED FOR OFFENCE 
U/S 498A IPC IF HE WAS ACQUITTED
TDG NETWORK 

The e-committee of Supreme Court of In-
dia’s has been awarded the National Award 
for institutions engaged in empowering 
persons with disabilities, 2021. The R Arul-
mozhiselvi, Member (human resources) 
received the award from the president on 
behalf of the e-committee.

However, the patron-in-chief and the 
Chairperson for the e-committee is Chief 
Justice of India Dr Justice D.Y. Chandrachud.

It has strongly been encouraged by the CJI 
Chandrachud that all the High Courts of In-
dia to make their digital infrastructure ac-
cessible to persons with disabilities. As per 
the CJI, making of the sdigital infrastruc-
ture accessible to persons with disabilities is 

a statutory and constitutional duty. In con-
formity with the same, it has been suggested 
by him a series of structural interventions 
for all High Courts of India.

The Supreme Court of India’s e-committee 
has strived to make the digital infrastruc-
ture of the Indian Judicial system more ac-
cessible to persons with disabilities which 
has been a core component of the e-com-
mittee’s work.

The measure which are taken for making 
digital infrastructure accessible is a signifi-
cant step in enabling legal professionals 
with disabilities to participate in the pro-
fession on the same footing as their able-
bodied counterparts and it is a way forward 
in creating an accessible and the inclusive 
legal system.

IN COURT

Supreme Court 
E-committee Awarded 
The National Award For 
Institutions Engaged In 
Empowering Persons 
With Disabilities, 2021

TDG NETWORK 

The Ahmedabad Bench of the 
Income Tax Appellate Tribunal 
(ITAT) in the case ITO Versus Dr. 
Satish Natwarlal Shah observed 
and has held that there being no 
need of any “occasion” to the as-
sessee for receiving the gift.

The two-member bench com-
prising of Judicial Member, T.R. 
Senthil Kumar and the Accoun-
tant Member, Annapurna Gupta 
observed and has noted that the 
assessee received the gift from 
his own brother, who has been 
a non-resident since 1966. It was 
observed that the allotment of 
shares was made under the NRI 
quota to the assessee’s brother 
in the USA and the genuineness 
and the source are being proved 
beyond doubt.

In the present case, the assessee/
respondent is an individual and a 
doctor by profession. His return 
of income was filled by the as-
sessee, declaring the total income. 
Thus, the case for scrutiny was 
selected. It has been noticed by 
the Assessing officer that the gift 
has been received by the assessee 
in the form of various shares of 
the company. It has also been gift-

ed by the assessee an amount of 
Rs. 1,06,65,848 during the finan-
cial year to his relatives and the 
assessee sought an explanation.

However, it has been replied by 
the assessee that the assessee re-
ceived from his brother residing 
in the U.S.A, the gifts in the form 

of debentures and the shares., 
which were being made out of 
natural love and affection.

The gift has been treated by AO 

as unexplained and has added Rs. 
3,06,13,009 as the income of the 
assessee and of the demanded tax.

An appeal has been filled by 
the assessee before the Commis-
sioner of Income Tax (Appeals). 
Further, the assessee filed addi-
tional evidence, namely, DMAT 
A/c opening details by an NRI 
brother and the evidence of the 
purchase of shares by an NRI 
brother that was gifted to the 
assessee, the bank statement of 
Axis Bank Ltd. of an NRI brother 
showing debit entries for gifts 
which are made to the assessee.

It has been determined by the 
CIT(A) that the AO accepted the 
assessee’s brother’s purchase of 
shares under the NRI quota, with 
funds which are coming from the 
assessee’s brother’s NRE bank 
account. Therefore, it has been 
satisfied by the AO the genuine-
ness of the gift but has doubted 
the “occasion of the gift” in the 
absence of any family functions, 
namely marriage, etc.

Accordingly, the tribunal held 
that the whole approach of the 
AO was perverse, which cannot 
be sustained in law, and thus the 
deletion by the CIT(A) does not 
require any kind of interference.

The Central government vide 
notification dated 02.12.2022 in 
its order notified the posting of 
newly appointed NCLT Members.
The posting of the Judicial Mem-
bers are as follows;

Justice (Retd.) T Krishna Vali- 
Bengaluru 

Kuldeep Kunar Kareer- Mum-
bai
Ashok Kumar Bhardawaj- New 

Delhi
Praveen Gupta- Allahabhad
Bidisha Banerjee- Kolkata
The Posting of Technical Mem-

bers is as follows: 
Prabhat Kumar- Mumbai

Charan Singh-Hyderabad
Anu Jagmohan Singh-Mumbai

Ashish Verma-Allahabhad
Atul Chaturvedi- New Delhi.

The Central Government has 
earlier notified the appointment 
of 15 new members for NCLT but 
only 10 members took oath and 
has joined so far. 

The working strength of NCLT 
rises to 38 members after making 
of these appointments as against 
the sanctioned strength of 63 
members.

Recently, it is informed by the 
Central Government that after 
the appointment of these 15 mem-
bers process for appointment of 
other 19 vacancies is under pro-
cess.

IN COURT

IN COURT

ITAT: No Need Of Any ‘Occasion’ For Receipt Of 
Gift By The Assessee

Central Government Notifies the Posting For The 
Newly Appointed NCLT Members

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

The Kerala High Court for 
the very first time, live-
streamed its proceedings on 
YouTube on Saturday.
On Saturday, the court held 
a special sitting for hearing 
a batch of petitions which 
challenged the Dewaswom 
Board notification inviting 
applications only from Ma-
layala Bhramins for the ap-
pointment as Melshanthi of 
Sabarimala.

The division bench com-
prising of Justice Anil K. 
Narendran and Justice 
Ajith Kumar was hearing 
the matter. The same has 
been adjourned by the 
Court to December 17, 2022, 
for further hearing.

However, it is not known 
that the high court will con-
tinue the practice of live-
streaming in future also.  

The Kerala High Court by 
live streaming its proceed-

ings on YouTube has joined 
the likes of the High Courts 
of Gujarat, Gauhati, Kar-
nataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Orissa, Patna, Jharkhand, 
Meghalaya, and Telangana, 
which had also taken such 
step to enhance the trans-
parency and the accessibil-
ity. In October 2020, the 
Gujarat High Court was 
the first court to begin live-
streaming proceedings 
through YouTube in India.

For the first time on 26th 
August 2022, the Supreme 
Court also live streamed 
its proceedings for the first 
time on the last working day 
of former CJI N.V. Ramana’s 
tenure. The Supreme Court 
in September took the his-
toric step to commence the 
live-streaming of the hear-
ings before the Constitution 
Benches, while receiving 
huge public response with 
lakhs of people watching 
the videos.

IN COURT

KERALA HIGH COURT 
LIVE STREAMS HEARING 
ON YOUTUBE, IN A FIRST

TDG NETWORK 
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In view of the signifi-
cant deterioration in air 
quality of Delhi-NCR in 

last 24 hours, the Sub-Com-
mittee for invoking actions 
under the Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP) of the 
Commission for Air Qual-
ity Management in NCR & 
Adjoining Areas (CAQM) 
held an emergency meet-
ing today. Delhi’s overall 
Air Quality Index (AQI) 
crossed the 407 mark to-
day at 16:00 hours, which is 
likely to be a localized influ-
ence. 

The Commission compre-
hensively reviewed the on-
going restrictive/ preven-
tive actions implemented 
under Stage I and Stage II 
of the GRAP along with 
the impact of revocation of 
actions under Stage III on 
the overall air quality of the 
Delhi-NCR since 14.11.2022. 
While meticulously review-
ing the overall air quality 
parameters, the Sub-Com-
mittee during the meeting 
noted that due to sudden 
unfavorable meteorological 
conditions, it is considered 
necessary to re-implement 
Stage III of GRAP with im-
mediate effect in the entire 
NCR as a pre-emptive mea-
sure to prevent further de-
terioration of air quality in 
the region. 

As per the dynamic model 
and weather/ meteorologi-
cal forecast, this sudden 
spike is possibly due to lo-
calized factors therefore 
in an effort to steer clear of 
further deterioration of air 
quality and to maintain the 
AQI of Delhi, the call to re-
invoke all actions as envis-
aged under Stage III of the 
GRAP – ‘Severe’ Air Qual-
ity (DELHI AQI ranging 
between 401–450) has been 
taken by the Sub-Commit-
tee. This is in addition to 
the preventive/ restrictive 
actions mentioned in Stage 

I and Stage II of the GRAP. 
Accordingly, a 9-point ac-

tion plan as per Stage III of 
GRAP is applicable with 
immediate effect from to-
day in the entire NCR in 
addition to preventive/ re-
strictive actions of Stage I 
and Stage II of the GRAP 
which are already in place. 
This 9-point action plan 
includes steps to be imple-
mented/ ensured by dif-
ferent agencies and PCBs 
of NCR and DPCC. These 
steps are:

Intensified frequency 
of mechanised/ vacuum-
based sweeping of roads.

Daily water sprinkling 
along with use of dust sup-
pressants, before peak 
traffic hours, on roads and 
right of ways including 
hotspots, heavy traffic cor-
ridors and proper disposal 
of the collected dust in des-
ignated sites/ landfills.

Intensification of public 

transport services. Intro-
duce differential rates to en-
courage off-peak travel.

Construction & Demoli-
tion (C&D) Activities: 

(i) Enforce strict ban on 
construction and demoli-
tion activities in the entire 
NCR, except for the follow-
ing categories of projects: 

Railway services / Rail-
way stations 

Metro Rail Services in-
cluding stations.

Airports and Inter State 
Bus Terminals.

National security/ defence 
related activities/ projects 
of national importance.

Hospitals/ health care fa-
cilities.

Linear public projects 
such as highways, roads, 
flyovers, over bridges, pow-
er transmission, pipelines 
etc.

Sanitation projects like 
sewage treatment plants 
and water supply projects 

etc.
Ancillary activities spe-

cific to and supplementing 
above categories of projects. 

Note: The above exemp-
tions shall be further sub-
ject to strict compliance of 
the C&D Waste Manage-
ment Rules, dust preven-
tion/ control norms includ-
ing compliance with the 
directions of the Commis-
sion issued from time to 
time in this regard. 

(ii) Other than the projects 
exempted under (i) above, 
dust generating/ air pollu-
tion causing C&D activities 
to be strictly banned during 
this period shall include: 

· Earthwork for excava-
tion and filling including 
boring & drilling works. 

· All structural construc-
tion works including fabri-
cation and welding opera-
tions. 

· Demolition works. 
· Loading & unloading 

of construction materials 
anywhere within or out-
side the project sites. 

· Transfer of raw mate-
rials either manually or 
through conveyor belts, in-
cluding fly ash. 

· Movement of vehicles on 
unpaved roads. 

· Operation of batching 
plant.

· Laying of sewer line, wa-
terline, drainage work and 
electric cabling by open 
trench system. 

· Cutting and fixing of 
tiles, stones and other 
flooring materials. 

· Grinding activities. 
· Piling work. 
· Water Proofing work. 
· Road construction/ re-

pair works including pav-
ing of sidewalks / path-
ways and central verges 
etc. 

(iii) For all construc-
tion projects in NCR, 

non-polluting / non-dust 
generating activities such 
as plumbing works, inte-
rior decoration, electrical 
works and carpentry relat-
ed works shall be permit-
ted to be continued.

Industrial operations 
For industrial areas hav-

ing PNG infrastructure 
and supply: 

Strictly enforce closure 
/ ban on such industries/ 
operations not running on 
fuels as in the standard list 
of approved fuels for NCR. 

For industrial areas not 
having PNG infrastructure 
and supply: 

Regulate operations of 
such industries not using 
any of the fuels as per the 
standard list of approved 
fuels for NCR, to oper-
ate only for maximum 5 
days a week as under (till 
31.12.2022): 

(i) Paper and pulp pro-
cessing, distilleries and 

captive thermal power 
plants – to remain inopera-
tive on Saturdays and Sun-
days. 

(ii) Paddy / rice process-
ing units – to remain in-
operative on Mondays and 
Tuesdays. 

(iii) Textile/ garments and 
apparels including dyeing 
processes – to remain in-
operative on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays. 

(iv) Other industries not 
falling in the above noted 
categories – to remain in-
operative on Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

W i t h  e f f e c t  f r o m 
01.01.2023, strictly enforce 
closure/ ban in the entire 
NCR, on such industries/ 
operations not running on 
fuels, as in the standard list 
of approved fuels for NCR. 

Note: Milk & dairy units 
and those involved in 
manufacturing of life sav-

ing medical equipments / 
devices, drugs and medi-
cines shall, however be 
exempted from the above 
restrictions.

Close brick kilns, hot mix 
plants which are not op-
erating on fuels, as in the 
standard list of approved 
fuels for NCR. 

Close down operations of 
stone crushers.

Ban / Close down mining 
and associated activities in 
the NCR.

State Governments in 
NCR/ GNCTD may impose 
restrictions on BS III petrol 
and BS IV diesel LMVs (4 
wheelers).

Moreover, the Commis-
sion appeals to the citizens 
of NCR to cooperate in im-
plementing GRAP and fol-
low the steps mentioned in 
the Citizen Charter under 
GRAP. Citizens are advised 
to: Choose a cleaner com-
mute - share a ride to work 
or use public transport or 
walk or cycle.

People, whose positions 
allow working from home, 
may work from home. 

Do not use coal and wood 
for heating purpose.

Individual house owners 
may provide electric heat-
ers (during winters) to se-
curity staff to avoid open 
burning. Combine errands 
and reduce trips. Walk to 
errands wherever possible.

Various agencies respon-
sible for implementing 
measures under GRAP 
and Pollution Control 
Boards (PCBs) of NCR 
and DPCC have also been 
advised to ensure strict 
implementation of actions 
under Stage III and rein-
force actions under Stage I 
and Stage II of the GRAP 
during this period.

Further, the Commis-
sion is closely watching the 
situation and will review 
the air quality scenario  
accordingly.

Severe Air- Pollution Stage III of revised 
GRAPinvoked in NCR with immediate effect

CLIMATE CHANGE

TDG NETWORK 

Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) Science 
& Technology; Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) 
Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, 
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Pensions, Atomic En-
ergy and Space, Dr Jitendra 
Singh will lead the official 
Indian delegation to United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) at the 

“Abu Dhabi Space Debate”, a 
2-day international meet be-
ginning tomorrow.

Union Minister Dr Jiten-
dra Singh issuing a media 
statement ahead of his de-
parture to UAE to lead the 
official delegation at the 

“Abu Dhabi Space Debate”, a 
2-day international meet in 
New Delhi on 04.12.2022

Dr Jitendra Singh will ad-
dress the Opening Ceremo-
ny on India’s behalf along 
with the Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog. 

Dr Jitendra Singh will also 
attend the Ministerial Ple-
nary on the ‘Role of Foreign 
Policy in Enabling Space Di-
plomacy and International 
Cooperation’ along with 
the MoS Foreign Affairs of 
the UAE, Foreign Minister 
of Bahrain and Minister of 
Advanced Technologies of 
Israel. 

The Minister is also sched-
uled to hold delegation level 

talks with Sarah Al Amiri, 
UAE Minister of State for 
Advanced Technology and 
Chairperson of UAE Space 
Agency to discuss ways and 
means for further strength-
ening bilateral space coop-
eration. 

In a statement issued be-
fore departure to Abu Dha-
bi, Dr Jitendra Singh said, 
India and UAE joint space 
cooperation is on the verge 
of taking a big leap in the 

Arabian Peninsula, as the 
two sides have prioritised 
increased bilateral space co-
operation. He said, Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) and UAE Space 
Agency (UAESA) signed an 
MoU regarding cooperation 
in the exploration and use of 
outer space for peaceful pur-
poses in 2016. The Minister 
also informed that UAE’s 
first nanosatellite - ‘Nayif-1’ 
meant for collecting envi-

ronmental space data was 
launched by PSLV from 
Siriharikota.

The UAE is an emerg-
ing space power in the re-
gion and has made rapid 
strides in the last 25 years 
of its space journey. In July 
2020, UAE launched its 
Mars mission named Hope 
Probe which entered into 
Mars orbit in Feb 2021. This 
made the UAE the first 
Arab country and the sixth 

in the world to achieve this 
feat. The UAE is planning to 
launch Rashid Rover or the 
Emirates Lunar Mission 
shortly. In Sep 2019, Hanza-
la Al Mansoori became the 
first Emirati to go to Space 
when he went to the Inter-
national Space Station (ISS) 
for eight days through a 
Russian space vehicle from 
Kazakhstan. This year, an-
other UAE astronaut was 
selected to travel to the ISS 

on NASA’s crew rotation 
flight, SpaceX Crew-6 for 
six-months period. 

Dr Jitendra Singh said, 
Space Reforms of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
have opened many new 
vistas and only last month, 
India made a new begin-
ning in India’s Space jour-
ney by launching India’s 
first ever private Rocket. He 
said, the reforms have also 
unleashed the innovative 
potentials of start-ups and 
within a short span of time, 
from a couple of Space Start-
ups three -four years back, 
today we have 105 start-ups 
working in cutting-edge ar-
eas of space debris manage-
ment., nano-satellite, launch 
vehicle, ground systems, re-
search etc.

Dr Jitendra Singh recalled 
that while launching Indian 

Space Association (ISpA), 
a premier industry asso-
ciation of space and satellite 
companies on 11th October, 
2021, Modi said, “Our ap-
proach to space reforms is 
based on four pillars- free-
dom to the private sector in 
innovation, the role of the 
government as an enabler, 
making youth future-ready 
and seeing the space sector 
as a resource for the prog-
ress of common man”.

Dr Jitendra Singh is also 
likely to pitch for joint start-
up ventures between India 
and United Arab Emirates 
in advanced and emerging 
space technologies during 
the delegation level talks 
with Sarah Al Amiri, UAE 
Minister of State for Ad-
vanced Technology and 
Chairperson of UAE Space 
Agency. Given the immense 

potential both countries 
have in the Space sector, 
cooperation in this sector 
would be a new dimension 
of strengthening bilateral 
relations.

Dr Jitendra Singh under-
lined that under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister 
Modi and UAE President 
His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed, centuries 
old close bilateral relation-
ship has gained intense 
momentum as the relation-
ship was elevated to the 
Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership in 2017. Both 
countries signed the Com-
prehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement earlier 
this year and they aspire to 
take the bilateral trade from 
the existing US$ 72 billion 
to US$ 100 billion in the 
next five years.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh will lead the official Indian delegation 
to UAE at the “Abu Dhabi Space Debate” on 5th December 2022
TDG NETWORK 

n  DR JITENDRA SINGH WILL ADDRESS THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE ABU DHABI 
SPACE DEBATE ALONG WITH ISRAELI PRESIDENT ISAAC HERZOG

n  DR JITENDRA SINGH TO ATTEND THE MINISTERIAL PLENARY ON THE ‘ROLE OF FOR-
EIGN POLICY IN ENABLING SPACE DIPLOMACY AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION’

n  THE MINISTER IS ALSO SCHEDULED TO HOLD DELEGATION LEVEL TALKS WITH 
SARAH AL AMIRI, UAE MINISTER OF STATE FOR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY AND 
CHAIRPERSON OF UAE SPACE AGENCY TO DISCUSS WAYS AND MEANS FOR FUR-
THER STRENGTHENING BILATERAL SPACE COOPERATION 

n  DR JITENDRA SINGH IS ALSO LIKELY TO PITCH FOR JOINT START-UP VENTURES 
BETWEEN INDIA AND UNITED ARAB EMIRATES IN ADVANCED AND EMERGING SPACE 
TECHNOLOGIES DURING THE DELEGATION LEVEL TALKS WITH SARAH AL AMIRI
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TOP OF THE DAY

THREE PAKISTANI 
POLICEMEN 
KILLED IN 
‘TERROR’ ATTACK
ISLAMABAD : Three 
Pakistani policemen were 
gunned down by people, 
whom the official termed 

“terrorists” in Nowshera 
district’s Akora Khattak 
on Saturday. According 
to Dawn , the assailants 
attacked the van, result-
ing in three policemen’s 
deaths. Durrani said that 
a police party reached the 
crime scene soon after 
the attack, cordoned off 
the area and initiated a 
search operation. The 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa po-
lice identified the officers 
as Head Constable Man-
zoor, Constable Amanul-
lah and Constable Ayaz. 
Meanwhile, Rescue 1122, 

, said that the medical 
teams had moved the 
bodies to the District 
Headquarters Hospital 
Nowshera. 

AFGHANISTAN 
STARES AT FRESH 
HEALTH  
EMERGENCY 
KABUL: Amid the 
perceived humanitarian 
crisis that has gripped 
Afghanistan since the Tal-
iban’s takeover last year, 
there has been a steep 
rise in pneumonia cases, 
the Tolo News reported.
Quoting doctors at the 
Indira Gandhi Children’s 
Hospital (IGCH) in Kabul, 
the Tolo News added that 
more than 30 pneumonia 
cases are being reported 
at the hospital every day. 
According to the report, 
the pneumonia outbreak 
is being attributed to poor 
hygiene, polluted air and 
extremely cold tempera-
tures with the onset of 
winter. Quoting officials 
in the Ministry of Public 
Health in Afghanistan, 
the Tolo News further 
reported that more than 
9,60,000 pneumonia 
cases have been reported 
across the country over 
the past 11 months, with 
the majority of patients 
being children. Speaking 
to Tolo News, Saifullah 
Abasin, a doctor, said 30 
to 50 pneumonia patients 
are hospitalised in Af-
ghanistan every day..

APPLE TO SHIFT 
PRODUCTION OUT 
OF CHINA 
WASHINGTON : Apple, 
in recent weeks, is 
accelerating its plans 
to shift some of its 
production outside 
China and telling sup-
pliers to plan more for 
assembling the product 
elsewhere in Asia, 
particularly India and 
Vietnam. According to 
the Wall Street Journal, 
the people involved 
in the discussions 
said that Apple is also 
looking to reduce the 
dependence on Taiwan-
ese assemblers led by 
the Foxconn Technol-
ogy Group. The recent 
turmoil at China’s 
Zhengzhou ‘iPhone City’ 
plant propels Apple to 
shift its production. In 
China, Zhengzhou has 
as many as 300,000 
workers working at a 
factory run by Foxconn 
to make iPhones and 
other Apple products. 
At one point, it alone 
made up about 85 per 
cent of the Pro lineup of 
iPhones, according to 
market research firm 
Counterpoint Research.

The White House is decorated 
on the theme ‘We the People’ 
for this holiday season, draw-
ing inspiration from the US 
Constitution.

Earlier, US First lady Jill Biden 
joined by a group of volunteers 
and National Guard leaders 
and families from across the 
country revealed the theme in 
the statement released by the 
White House on.“The soul of 
our nation is, and always has 
been, ‘We the People,’” the 
first lady will say in prepared 
remarks. “And that is what in-
spired this year’s White House 
holiday decoration.” Jill Biden, 
in the statement, said, “The val-
ues that unite us can be found 
all around you: a belief in pos-
sibility and optimism and unity. 

Room by room, we represent 
what brings us together during 
the holidays and throughout 
the year.”

The Gold Star trees honour 
and remember those who laid 
down their lives for our country 
and the families who carry on 
their legacies. Talking about all 
the rooms in the White House, 
she said that in the library, sto-
ries and history are celebrated 
while in Vermeil Room, kind-
ness is appreciated and in the 
China room, family members 
sit at the dinner tables.

Pakistan’s former Prime 
Minister and Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf Chief Imran 
Khan hoped that the newly 
appointed army chief would 
have “immediately disasso-
ciated” itself from the eight 
months of the previous army 
chief’s fascist actions against 
the party as he criticised the 
arrest of Azam Swati.

PTI Senator Azam Swati 
was arrested on November 
27 for sharing controversial 
tweets, as per the Dawn re-
port. Taking to Twitter, Khan 
said, “The entire nation is 
shocked at the vindictive cru-
elty Senator Azam Swati is 
being subjected to & for what 
crime? For intemperate lan-
guage and asking questions 
which is the right of anyone in 
a democracy? Internationally 
Pak and especially our mly is 
being perceived increasingly 
negatively.”

“Because the present Im-
ported government is seen as 
a mere puppet government. 
One had hoped the new 
mly leadership would have 
immediately disassociated 
from the 8 months of Bajwa’s 

fascist actions against PTI, 
the media & critical jour-
nalists. The 74 yr old heart 
patient Senator Swati must 
be released immediately,” he 
added. In the series of tweets, 
PTI Chief further said that 
Swati had committed no 
crime to deserve this mental 
and physical torture.

Azam Swati also faces 
cases registered at Bela, Hub, 
Khuzdar, Pasni and Zhob po-
lice stations. He was given to 
Balochistan police on transit 
demand and asked to appear 
before the court on Decem-
ber 4, Dawn reported.

On Thursday, Pakistan’s 
Judicial Magistrate Shabbir 
Bhatti announced that the 
senator will be sent for a 14-
day judicial remand at the 
request of the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA), as per 

the news report. FIA’s cyber-
crime wing arrested him and 
filed an FIR after he made a 
“fiery” speech at a Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) rally 
in Rawalpindi.

PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
raised concern over the treat-
ment being given to his party 
senator and called the behav-
iour “shocking and condem-
nable.” The cricketer-turned-
politician has called for the 
release of Azam Swati.

Meanwhile, the Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) reserved 
its verdict on the maintain-
ability of a petition filed 
against shifting of Senator 
Swati to other provinces, 
as per the Dawn report. 
The petition has requested 
the court to give details re-
garding the cases registered 
against Swati.

HOLIDAY SEASON

PLAIN SPEAK 

White House unveils 
holiday decorations on 
theme ‘We the People’

Expects Munir to have ‘dissociated 
from past policies’: Imran Khan
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BACKLASH COUNTERING ALLEGATIONS

Anti-Covid protests across China put 
Xi’s reputation in jeopardy

Russia denies sending ‘bloody 
packages’ to Ukrainian embassies

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

TDG NETWORK
MOSCOW

Demonstrations in China against 
the strict Covid-19 policy have made 
things difficult for President Xi Jin-
ping’s administration since the level 
of anger and frustration among the 
Chinese people has gone beyond all 
reasonable bounds.

The stringent Covid rules in China 

have had a detrimental effect on the 
lives of millions of individuals. Ac-
cording to Global Strat View, the de-
mands now include free expression 
and respect for human rights in ad-
dition to simply relaxing the restric-
tions, according to Global Strat View.

Thousands of students took to the 
streets and university campuses of 
major cities from Shanghai to Beijing, 

Guangzhou to Chengdu, demanding 
an end to the CCP’s zero Covid policy.

However, these incidents don’t 
bode well for Xi’s reputation in any  
way. These demonstrations are hurt-
ing Xi’s and the CCP’s efforts to high-
light China’s successes under his 
leadership at a time when he has just 
taken over as the CCP’s leader for the 
third time.

The United States continues 
to consider Pakistan a non-
NATO ally despite Pakistan 
providing shelter to terror-
ists. Pakistani authorities 
arrested low-level operatives 
amid international outrage 
and pressure after the Mum-
bai terror attacks in 2008.

As international attention 
turned elsewhere, Pakistan’s 
government halted the trials 

and cooperation with inter-
national law enforcement. 
However, Pakistan at no 
point started taking action 
against the senior Lashkar-
e-Taiba leaders who planned 
the terror attacks, The Na-
tional Interest reported. As 
per the news report, Paki-
stan still continues to shel-
ter terrorists involved in the 
Mumbai attacks. Pakistan 
also continues to sponsor 
“Khalistan” in Punjab, the 

United States and Canada. 
Pakistan military and intel-
ligence officers who have 
“American blood on their 
hands” from the war in 
Afghanistan continue to 
roam free. Islamabad even 
sheltered Al Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden and would 
have continued to do so had 
the US administration in-
formed them of its intel-
ligence information about 
his presence in Abbottabad. 

The report called the Biden 
administration’s efforts to 
provide F-16 upgrade kits to 
Pakistan and receive senior 
Pakistani officers with full 
honours “bizarre.” Pakistan 
allowed China to access the 
stealth helicopter US Navy 
SEALs used during the Osa-
ma Bin Laden operation. It is 
not the only time that Paki-
stan has permitted Chinese 
military engineers to see US 
military technology.

Russia’s mercenary firm 
Wagner Group denied send-
ing the “bloody packages” 
containing animal eyes, and 
a spate of letter bombs to 
Ukrainian embassies and 
several consulates across 
Europe.

Responding to the allega-
tion of Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba, 
Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Maria Zakha-
rova sent CNN a single-
word comment: “psycho.” 
And Yevgeny Prigozhin, the 
Russian oligarch and head 
of the Wagner mercenary 
group, said he had noth-
ing to do with the packages 
and also said that Wagner 
Group would “never engage 
in boorish stupid antics.”

Earlier, Kubela accused 
Russia of being behind the 
more than a dozen letters 
containing explosives or 
animal parts that were sent 
to a series of Ukrainian dip-
lomats.

“Think about the mad-
ness when some hooligans 

send bomb letters or other 
offensive things, what does 
this have to do with Wagner 
PMC,” Prigozhin said in a 
written response to CNN.

Earlier, in Spain, the 
“bloody packages” was 
found with a spate of letter 
bombs, including one that 
injured a staffer at the Ukrai-
nian Embassy in Madrid. 
This incident has raised sus-
picion about links to Russia 
while prompting Kyiv to ask 
for increased security at its 
overseas offices, The Wash-
ington Post reported.

Meanwhile, the Ukrainian 
Foreign Ministry called the 
“bloody packages” a “well-
planned” campaign of in-
timidation and terror.

A Ukrainian Foreign Min-

istry spokesman said pack-
ages were received at em-
bassies in the Netherlands, 
Poland, Croatia, Italy and 
Austria, as well as at consul-
ates in Naples and Brno, in 
the Czech Republic.

Yevhenia Voloshchenko, a 
Ukrainian official in Rome, 
said the parcel received at 
her embassy contained a fish 
eye. Czech police said the 
envelope in Brno contained 
“animal tissue,” adding that 
it had first been checked for 
explosives and prompted an 
evacuation of the immediate 
surroundings, including a 
kindergarten. Police said a 
similar package also arrived 
at the Ukrainian Embassy 
in Prague, according to The 
Washington Post.

Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov.

Wite House decorations.

Former Pak PM Imran Khan (left)and New Pak COAS Asim Mnir.

STRATEGY

XI MAY OPT FOR MILITARY 
AGGRESSION AGAINST TAIWAN
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

As evidenced by the wide-
spread opposition to the 
CCP’s ‘Zero Covid’ policy 
and the protests that took 
place across the country, Xi 
Jinping, who was elected as 
the CCP’s leader for an un-
precedented third term may 
opt for Taiwan as an emo-
tive card to sway Chinese 
public opinion and main-
tain his position in Chinese 
politics, according to Indo 
Pacific Centre for Strategic 
Communications.

As China is not in a ‘good 
condition’ politically, eco-
nomically, or socially due 
to widespread protests over 
its zero-Covid policy in ma-
jor cities, military experts 
claimed that the Chinese 
leadership can use Taiwan 
as an emotive card to in-
fluence public opinion in 
China and prevent the CPC 
from becoming unpopular, 
as seen by the widespread 
opposition to the CPC’s 
‘Zero Covid’ policies and 
protests across the nation. 
The CPC has become less 
appealing to many indi-
viduals, particularly farm-
ers and urban workers due 
to authoritarian rule in the 

country, the think-tank 
claimed. Since then, there 
has been a significant shift 
in the Chinese people’s 
perception of the CPC-led 
government, it said, adding 
that they appear to have lost 
faith in the Communist gov-
ernment, particularly dur-
ing the Covid period.

However, some experts 
claimed that it is not easy to 
launch military aggression 
against Taiwan, given its 
geographical position and 
the backing it gets from the 
US, the think-tank further 
reported. Over the week-
end, thousands of people in 
Shanghai, China’s biggest 
city and financial centre, 
protested against the gov-
ernment’s strict Covid-19 
measures and denounced 
the Chinese Communist 
Party’s (CCP) ‘authoritarian 
rule’, according to Human 
Rights Watch (HRW).

Chinese President Xi Jinping

Russia refused to accept 
a price cap on Russian 
oil which European 

Union along with G7 and 
others have set a deal for a 
USD 60 per barrel, Kremlin 
Spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said.

Kremlin Spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said, “We are as-
sessing the situation. Certain 
preparations for such a cap 
were made. We won’t accept 
the price cap and we will in-
form you how the work will 
be organized once the as-
sessment is over.” On Friday, 
European Union countries 
agreed to cap the price of Rus-
sian seaborne oil at USD 60 

a barrel.
The president of the Euro-

pean Commission, Ursula 
von der Leyen said, “The EU 
agreement on an oil price 
cap, coordinated with G7 
and others, will reduce Rus-
sia’s revenues significantly. 
It will help us stabilise global 
energy prices, benefitting 

emerging economies around 
the world.” Leyen also shared 
the video on her Twitter ac-
count in which she said, “As 
you know the EU and other 
major G7 partners will have 
a full import ban on Russian 
seaborne oil as of December 
5. But we need to ensure that 
emerging and developing 

countries continue to have ac-
cess to some Russian crude oil 
at limited prices and thus, to-
day the EU the G7 and other 
global partners have agreed to 
introduce a global price cap 
on seaborne oil from Russia.”

Talking about the objec-
tives, the European Commis-
sion president said that firstly, 
it will strengthen the effect of 
our sanctions, secondly, it will 
diminish Russia’s revenues 
and thirdly, at the same time, 
it will stabilise global energy 
markets because it will al-
low some Russian seaborne 
oil to be traded, brokered, 
transported by EU operators 
to third countries, as long as 
it is solid below the cap. “So 
this price cap will benefit di-

rectly emerging and develop-
ing economies, and it will be 
adjustable over time so that 
we can react to market devel-
opments. Together with our 
partners, we stand united 
and firm in our opposition to 
Russia’s atrocious war,” she 
added.

 The West’s biggest econo-
mies agreed earlier this year 
to establish a price cap after 
lobbying by the United States 
and vowed to hash out the de-
tails by early December. But 
setting a number had proved 
difficult. Capping the price of 
Russian oil between USD 65 
and USD 70 a barrel, a range 
previously under discussion, 
wouldn’t have caused much 
pain for the Kremlin. 

DENIAL

US DUPLICITY?

RUSSIA REFUSES TO ACCEPT EU’S 
OIL PRICE CAP

U.S. CONSIDERS PAKISTAN ‘NON-NATO ALLY’ 
DESPITE  PROVIDING SHELTER TO TERRORISTS
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PAK ARMY KILLS MAN IN EXCHANGE OF 
FIRE IN NORTH WAZIRISTAN
ISLAMABAD : Pakistani army killed a man terming 
him a “terrorist” during an exchange of fire with troops 
in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan district. 
According to the statement released by Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR), the weapons and ammunition 
were also recovered from the slain terrorist, whose 
alias was Sarakai. The statement added that the “ter-
rorist” was involved in high-profile terrorist activities 
against security forces, as well as kidnapping for 
ransom. He was also wanted by the Counter Terror-
ism Department in multiple cases. “Locals of the area 
appreciated the operations and expressed their full 
support to eliminate the menace of terrorism from 
the area,” the ISPR concluded. In October, Pakistan 
security forces gunned down four men terming them 
terrorists in North Waziristan. According to ARY News 
citing ISPR, the security forces conducted an intel-
ligence-based operation (IBO) in North Waziristan’s 
Spimwam area after the reports of the presence of the 
terrorists. The ISPR official also said that the killed ter-
rorists were involved in attacks on the security forces. 
Arms and explosive material were also recovered from 
the killed terrorists’ possession during the IBO, ARY 
News reported. On October 16, the Pakistan Counter-
Terrorism Department (CTD) and intelligence agencies 
on Sunday gunned down five terrorists in Balochistan’s 
Mastung district. CTD jointly conducted the operation, 
and intelligence agencies and they recovered arms 
and ammunition from terrorists’ hideouts, reported 
Geo News. At least three officials conducting the 
operation were also injured. 
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Students 
perform a 
folk dance 
‘Bhangra’ 
during the 
BSF’s 58th 

Raising 
Day Parade 

celebrations, 
in Amritsar on 

Sunday.

CELEBRATIONS GALORE 

#NAVYDAY

‘SALUTE THE VALOUR AND 
DEDICATION OF NAVY PERSONNEL’: 
NETIZENS ON NAVY DAY  
Every year on 4 December, India commemorates Navy 
Day to mark the Indian Navy’s contributions and accom-
plishments to the nation. On this occasion, #NavyDay 
took to top trends on Twitter as netizens expressed their 
gratitude.  PM Narendra Modi tweeted, “Best wishes 
on Navy Day to all Navy personnel and their families. 
We in India are proud of our rich maritime history. The 
Indian navy has steadfastly protected our nation and has 
distinguished itself with its humanitarian spirit during 
challenging times”. Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
tweeted, “On Navy Day, I extend my warm greetings to 
our brave navy personnel and their families. We salute 
the valour, dedication and commitment of Navy person-
nel in protecting our maritime borders.”

Another user remembered Chatrapati Shivaji and 
posted, “Today on Indian Navy Day, let’s remember Cha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj who is considered as the father 
of Indian Navy for laying down the foundation of Navy in 
the 17th century.”

“We reaffirm 
our unwavering 
commitment to 
preserve protect 
and promote our 
National Interests 
and to remain 
a combat ready, 
credible, cohesive and 
future-proof Force.”
ADMIRAL R. HARI KUMAR

BRAIN-PICKING 

Chief of Naval Staff (CNS), on the occasion of the Indian 
Navy Day 2022.

LIFE CHANGING

HOW BABIL’S ART CHANGED 
AFTER MEETING HIS LATE FATHER 
IRRFAN KHAN’S MENTOR   

TDG NETWORK
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Babil Khan, the son of the late actor Irrfan Khan, has garnered 
appreciation ever since he made his acting debut in “Qala.” 
On Saturday, Babil posted glimpses of his unique encounter 
with renowned theatrical director “Prasanna sir,” who served 
as Irffan Khan’s tutor, on Instagram. He also shared throwback 
pictures of “Prasanna sir” with Irrfan.

“For the first time, in recent days, I experienced the other 
side of being an actor. The commerce of it, the promotion 
of yourself. Although I obliged to it with sincerity and hon-
esty, it was something that didn’t feel true to me. It was dif-
ficult because the idea of feeding your own narcissism made 
me feel dissociated with the spirituality of ‘acting’ as an art 
form, even with the awareness of our reality; that in our so-
ciety art cannot exist without commerce,” Babil penned. 
“I begged to life itself, I sought within myself and I cried one 
night, I said please show me a way to stay true to myself. A few 
days later, Prasanna sir came to our house (one of the greatest 
acting teachers, baba’s most significant mentor) and discus-
sions with him brought me closer to my roots, I felt closer to 
my art. I believe that if we think of life as a dear friend and 
wish for changes within one’s self, life will revert to you, stay 
close with you and provide you with opportunities to evolve. I 
believe that life is your one true friend,” he added.On 1 Decem-
ber, Netflix premiered the movie “Qala.”

Babil with Prasanna.

Women creating manure in the Chhatarpur district.
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Along with American 
rapper Lil’ baby, 
Bollywood actor 

Siddhant Chaturvedi is set 
to represent India in the 
FIFA World Cup anthem. 
The anthem will be released 
at the FIFA World Cup Fi-
nals and will be directed 
by X. 

The “Gehraiyaan” actor 
posted a number of photos 
from the anthem shoot on 
Instagram on Sunday. He 
can be seen posing with rap-
per Lil Baby in the photos 
while rocking a red, loose-
fitting T-shirt and a hand-
some appearance. He also 
shared the jersey with his 
name on it.

In the captions, he wrote, 
“ FIFA anthem loading... 
@lilbaby by @directorx” 
The highly anticipated FIFA 
World Cup 2022 is being 
held in Qatar from 20 No-
vember to 18 December. 32 
teams have participated in 
this once-in-four-year foot-
ball extravaganza.

Qatar, Ecuador, Senegal, 
the Netherlands, England, 

Iran, the United States, 
Wales, Argentina, Saudi 
Arabia, Mexico, Poland, 
France, Australia, Denmark, 
Tunisia, Spain, Costa Rica, 
Germany, Japan, Belgium, 
Canada, Morocco, and Croa-
tia; Brazil, Serbia, Switzer-
land, Cameroon, Portugal, 
Ghana, Uruguay, and South 
Korea comprise the teams.

France is the defending 
champion, having won 
their second title in 2018 af-
ter defeating Croatia in the 
final. They will be aiming to 
defend their crown against 

the world-class competition 
offered by these aforemen-
tioned teams. It will be the 
final World Cup tournament 
for Lionel Messi, the Argen-
tina striker considered one 
of the greatest footballers 
of all time. It is also highly 
likely that 37-year-old Cris-
tiano Ronaldo will don the 
Portuguese colours for one 
final time.

This marks the first time 
the Middle East is hosting 
the event. It is also the first 
time the World Cup is be-
ing held outside the typical 

June-July window, in order 
to avoid the desert heat dur-
ing the summers in Qatar. 
Eight stadiums across Qatar 
are hosting the 64 matches 
of this tournament.

Coming back to Siddhant’s 
work front, he was recently 
seen in ‘Phone Bhoot’ along-
side Katrina Kaif, Ishaan 
Khatter, and Jackie Shroff. 
He will be next seen in ‘Kho 
Gaye Hum Kahan’ with 
Ananya Panday and Adarsh 
Gourav. He will also be seen 
in Ravi Udyawar’s directo-
rial, ‘Yudhra’.

FIFA World Cup anthem to 
get an Indianised version

Converting household garbage into manure: 
Know all about MP women’s initiative

FIND OUT 10 MOST EXPENSIVE CITIES IN THE WORLD

MISSION 

LIVING 

 

In the Chhatarpur district of 
Madhya Pradesh, a group of 
women are creating manure 
from regular household trash 
as part of the Swachh Bharat 
Mission. 

For the past seven years, 
they have been gathering 
trash from their homes and 
other homes in the neigh-
bourhood and combining 
it with cow dung to create 
manure. In 2017, their group 
received national government 
recognition in New Delhi.A 
cheque for Rs. 1 lakh was giv-
en to them as congratulations. 

A woman, Sheela Kushwaha, 
stated, “We are a group of 10-
15 women and we have neem 
doing this work since 2015. 
We collect household gar-

bage such as vegetable peels, 
used tea leaves etc. and mix it 
with cow dung all together for 
decomposition. After that we 
used it as manure in our fields 

and sold it to farmers. There 
is no need to apply chemical 
medicines in the field. It is suf-
ficient and gives better yield. 
We also earn a good profit 
from it.” “Besides, we re-
ceived some amount from the 
government in our self-help 
group and we all invested it in 
our different works like a few 
women invested in sewing 
machines and some in grow-
ing vegetables etc. We all earn 
around Rs 2 lakh a year from 
this,” she added.

However, the locals said that 
the work that these women 
were performing was admira-
ble. When necessary, they also 
remove the women’s manure. 

A new index estimates that in 
2022, the cost of living has in-
creased by 8.1% as a result of 
the pandemic and the Russian 
war in Ukraine.

According to the Worldwide 
Cost of Living Index published 
by the Economist Intelligence 
Unit (EIU) for this year, 2022 
was in fact rather expensive.

According to a statement to 
the media from EIU’s head of 
global cost of living, Upasana 
Dutt, “The war in Ukraine, 
Western sanctions on Russia, 
and China’s zero-covid poli-
cies have caused supply-chain 

problems that, combined 
with rising interest rates and 
exchange-rate shifts, have re-
sulted in a cost-of-living crisis 
across the world.” She also 
stated, “We can clearly see the 
impact in this year’s index, 

with the average price rise 
across the 172 cities in our sur-

vey being the strongest we’ve 
seen in the 20 years for which 
we have digital data. The rise 
in petrol prices in cities was 
particularly strong (as it was 
last year), but food, utilities 
and household goods are all 
getting more expensive for 
city-dwellers.”

How is the list made? The 
EIU creates the list by analys-
ing more than 400 individual 
prices across more than 200 
goods and services in 172 cit-
ies, according to CNN. They 
survey a variety of high- and 
low-end businesses to deter-
mine how much prices have 
changed in the last year.
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INVENTION 

AI POWERED ‘SPECIAL 
HELMET’ DESIGNED FOR 
SOLDIERS AND POLICEMEN

For the use of defence and security forces, students at the 
Institute of Technology and Management (ITM) in Go-
rakhpur, Uttar Pradesh, have developed a unique firing 
helmet powered by artificial intelligence (AI).

The AI-based firing helmet, according to the college’s 
director, has a GPS tracker and can broadcast images 
and videos to the base or control center. The helmet, ac-
cording to one of the students working on the project, 
will also aid in tracking any soldiers who may have lost 
communication. “It is an AI-based firing helmet for sol-
diers that has a GPS tracker. It can send videos and pho-
tos to the control room. It can also fire in all directions 
within a set range,” stated the Director of ITM College, 
NK Singh.

The smart helmet was created by Bachelor of Com-
puter Application (BCA) and Bachelor of Technology 
(B.Tech) students, and the model is called “AI-Based 
Automatic Firing Helmet.” “We have made this helmet 
to protect our jawans and policemen. Its purpose is to 
track the soldiers with whom it gets difficult to con-
nect as they get stuck in border areas during the land-
slide and snowfall,” said a student, Pratima Goswami. 
Goswami explained that a helmet, barrel, transmitter, re-
ceiver, bullet, HD portable DVR, battery, solar panel, re-
mote, indicator, and trigger have been used for this model.

Girl wearing AI-powered special helmet.

Siddhant Chaturvedi with Lil' Baby.
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FIVE MEMORABLE 90s SHOWS ON 
INDIAN TELEVISION
The OG 90s kids know that all of them dreamed of 
receiving a Sonpari or Sanju’s magic pencil. Back in 
the day, every show had a set airing time, and kids had 
to wait to watch it. Those who missed the episode had 
to wait for a repeat telecast. Here’s a compiled list of 
the top five memorable shows on Indian television 
that we absolutely loved. 

SHAKTIMAAN
Shaktimaan was produced in India and shown 
on DD National. The superhero Shaktimaan 
possessed extraordinary abilities, which he 

gained by meditating and using elements of the earth. 
Mukesh Khanna had the idea to create an Indian super-
hero at a time when Spider-Man and Superman were 
still kids.

VIKRAM AUR BETAAL
The majority of the stories in this collection 
were taken from Indian mythology and told 
to Vikram by Betaal. Betaal was a ghost, and 

Vikram was a brave king. Vikram’s goal was to capture 
the ghost Betaal, who tells stories and asks questions 
throughout the journey.

SON PARI 
Son Pari, which translates to “golden fairy,” 
is a fantasy-adventure television sitcom in 
India. In the show, a young girl named Fruity 

uses a magical gem to summon Son Pari and her com-
panion, Altu. One of the most intriguing and enjoyable 
programmes was Son Pari, as it was a magical serial 
with fairies in it.

SHAKALAKA BOOM BOOM
ShakaLaka Boom Boom was a four-season 
Indian television series in Hindi. The series 
revolved around the main characters, Sanju, 

who finds a magical pencil that had the potential to 
bring anything he draws to life, and Shaan, who is an 
alien. Sanju and Shaan study in a magic school named 
Jadoo High and had a lot of exciting adventures together.

KARISHMA KA KARISHMA
The protagonist of this series was a realistic 
robot named Karishma that was developed 
by Vikram, a scientist. Vikram’s primary 

goal was to determine whether robot Karishma would 
eventually resemble humans. One of the best litera-
ture series, it was definitely a favourite among young 
viewers.

— ALISHA LOUIS  

EXPENSIVE CITIES 
TO LIVE IN 2022: 
1.New York and Singapore 
(tie)

3. Tel Aviv, Israel

4.Hong Kong and Los 
Angeles (tie)

6. Zurich, Switzerland

7. Geneva, Switzerland

8. San Francisco, California

9. Paris, France

10. Copenhagen, Denmark

Shaktimaan
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‘VIBRANT RAJASTHAN’ ARTWORKS: GLIMPSE 
OF RICH CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE STATE
The princely state of 

Rajasthan is eternally 
known for its rich cul-

tural heritage.  Through the 
exhibition ‘Vibrant Rajast-
han’ artist Priyanka Baner-
jee makes an endeavour to 
give a glimpse of the opulent 
state through her artworks. 
She draws inspiration from 
the rich art and culture of the 
state left behind by our ances-
tors. Rajasthan is famous for 
its artistic and cultural tradi-
tions which reflect ancient 
way of life. The princely state 
is replete with mesmerizing 
forts and palaces speaking 
of innumerable tales of the 
bygone era. Enduring the 
unmerciful desert winds 
and oppressing heat of the 
scorching sun, they have 
stood unshakable many 
sieges and have provided a 
safe haven for the rulers in 
the conflicting times. The 
colorful state and its glory 
are being well preserved by 
the people of Rajasthan and 
makes it a hot spot for adven-
ture and tourism. The archi-
tecture of the majestic forts 
and palaces of the vibrant 

state is unique and is based 
on the Rajput school of ar-
chitecture which was an im-
peccable blend of Hindu and 

Mughal structural design. 
The Rajputs were prolific 
builders. It reflects in some 
of the mind-blowing art and 

architecture. Some of the im-
posing and magnificent forts 
and palaces in the world dot 
the arid Aravalli landscapes 

and tell the tales of their glori-
ous legacy.

The interplay of light and 
shadows on the architec-
tural marvels have always 
captivated the artist and have 
compelled her to transform 
this magic in her paintings. 
The havelis and jharokhas 
have found a special place 
in her paintings. Jharokhas 
are types of overhanging 
enclosed balconies found in 
havelis, temples and palaces 
in Rajasthan. In the ancient 
times, the women in purdah 

could see the events outside 
without being spotted them-
selves. The golden hued 
jharokhas of Jaisalmer have 
been depicted in one of her 
paintings.

Camels, also known as the 
ship of desert are also sub-
jects of her paintings. This 
animal has been used by 
princes since time immemo-
rial to highlight royalty and 
regality. Camels are embel-
lished by the camel owners 
to attract the youth to travel 
across the arid Thar desert of 
Jaisalmer. Embellished cam-
els along with their owners 
are a subject of her paint-
ings. They are a part and 
parcel of the arid landscape. 
The hospitality of the people 
has always touched her soul. 
Their smiling faces, long 
moustaches, their colorful 
attires, their vibrant turbans 
in their unadulterated forms 
have become favorite subjects 
of her artworks.

Since time immemorial 
Rajasthan has been known 
for its famous traditional 
and colourful art. The same 
thing finds a reflection in the 
artist’s artworks where she 
paints Rajasthani women in 
their traditional attires doing 

different domestic chores. 
Rajasthan is also noted for 
its national parks and wild 
life sanctuaries: Keoladeo 
National Park of Bharatpur, 
Ranthambore National Park 
of Sawai Madhopur, Sariska 
Tiger Reserve of Alwar and 
Desert National Park of 
Jaisalmer. All of these find a 
sincere mention in her art-
works. The forests are replete 
with flora and fauna and are 
extremely important for eco-
logical balance.

The serpentine lanes and 
by lanes of Jaisalmer, lanes 
and manganiars of western 
Rajasthan playing the ka-
maicha the bowed lute, the 
colorful by lanes of Jaisalmer 
abundant with colourful 
handicraft items, the tired 
shepherd leading the herd of 
sheep through meandering 
fields, the eternal glory of ma-
jestic Mehrangarh fort, ruins 
of Chittorgarh reminding of 
the jauhar of queen Padmini, 
the conversing camel owners  
of Pushkar fair are the sub-
jects of her paintings.

Different mediums like wa-
tercolor on paper, acrylics on 
canvas, soft pastels on paper 
have been used to execute 
 the artworks.

With the objective to hone 
creative skills among stu-
dents Apeejay Education 
is set to organise Apeejay 
Stya Art Festival at Lalit 
Kala Academy from 16 
December to 22 December. 

It is an art exhibition 
celebrating a vibrant gal-
axy of art forms includ-
ing paintings, sculptures, 
tapestries, terracottas, 
furnitures, digital art and 
photography. The cre-
ative works of the faculty 
and students from these 
institutions are being put 
up for display. This exhi-
bition is an endeavour to 
promote visual art and 
the upcoming artists by 
providing them with such 

an acclaimed platform as 
Lalit Kala Akademi.

The exhibition would be 
inaugurated by Sushma 
Paul Berlia, Chairman, 
Apeejay Education. The 
exhibition will showcase a 
rich variety of media used 
by the artists to unleash 
their imagination.  Marked 
with innovations and orig-
inality of expressions, the 
works on display would 
provide a peep into the 
impressions and messages 
conveyed by the artists in 
a subtle and creative man-
ner endowed with the fi-
nesse. The diverse media 
being employed with an 
eye for the minutest of de-
tails and nuances would 
provide a significant learn-
ing experience to the art 

students, a visual feast for 
the art lovers and an ana-
lytical perspective to the 
art critics.

The jury comprising em-
inent and distinguished 
artists would select the 
best works for display at 
the Lalit Kala Academy, 
providing a rare opportu-
nity to the upcoming art-
ists from Apeejay Educa-
tion to reach out to the art 
enthusiasts.

Simran, a student who is 
participating in the festival 
said, “I am really excited 
to be a part of this vibrant 
Exhibition. In fact I am 
grateful to Apeejay Educa-
tion for providing us this 
rare opportunity to show-
case our creations at such a 
prestigious platform.”

APEEJAY STYA ART FESTIVAL AIMS TO PROVIDE 
LEARNING EXPERIENCE TO ART STUDENTS

EVENT
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Artist Vijender Sharma is 
known for his series of por-
traits including the likes of 
M.F. Husain, former Presi-
dent of India Abdul Kalam. 
He is also credited with 
bringing alive the late poet 
art critic Keshav Malik. A 
solo show titled ‘Illusions 
of time’ by artist Vijender 
Sharma is being exhibited 
at Dhoomimal Gallery in 
collaboration with Al-
lure Art till 7 December 
to showcase relationships 
and an understanding of 
humans with the environ-
ment. The curatorial essay 
for this show is written by 
Sushma K. Bahl and Nipun 
Soin. 

Vijender’s work engages 
with fantasies, real life 
encounters and mythical 
characters. He has also 
done portraits featuring 
Mother Teresa, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Buddha and Je-
sus Christ among others. 
His expertise in giving the 
revered figures his own 
positive and open-minded 
interpretation is reflected 
in his painting titled ‘Salva-
tion’, which features Christ 
adorning a crown sur-
rounded by symbols of love 
instead of thorns. There is 
also a cinematic realism 
in some of his paintings 

that stem from his work 
with Bollywood films and 
television serials as in ‘The 
Masks Player’ and ‘Lady 
with Masks’. 

There are other creations 
that mark his measured 
brushwork entailing de-
tails as in the stitched-up 
figure surrounded by calli-
graphic messaging in ‘Life 
is Life’. The painting titled 
‘Big Bang’ presents the di-
lemma of the tied-up sperm 
or may be a soul. ‘Desire for 
Rebirth 1’ and ‘Desire for 
Rebirth II’ paintings rotate 
around the notion of cycle 
of life-death-rebirth. Of-
fering a touching contrast 
appears ‘Desire 2013-II’ 
where the seed is trying 
to tear apart the cover and 
come out of the womb cut-
ting through the blood red 
umbilical cords and the 
body itself. In contrast ap-
pear two different compo-
sitions both titled ‘The for-
bidden fruit’. Their graded 
palette of red and gray, with 
the figure appearing in one 
case, is symbolic of Adam 
and Eve. Also noteworthy 
is the contrast in the nude 
body’s background and 
foreground as painted in 
‘Gold and Body’. “I like to 
focus on the anatomy and 
structure of the figure” as-
serts the artist who is fear-
less when working on the 

figure in his paintings. 
One of the works in this 

series is part of the Bolly-
wood star entertainer Am-
itabh Bachchan’s collec-
tion. His most recent work 
is a twelve-piece composi-
tion ‘Realism to Abstrac-
tion’ which traces a journey 
and presents an interesting 
point in this contemporary 
artist’s track. His work lays 
special emphasis on the 
sensuousness and beauty 
of the figure. “I like to fo-
cus both on the inner emo-
tions and outer appearance 
of my protagonists” claims 
the artist who has mastered 
the art of creating a differ-
ent and third colour of his 
own design by mixing two 
or more of the readily avail-
able ones.

In a candid conversation 
artist Vijender Sharma 
says, “It is a good remind-
er of my days of struggle 
and keeps me grounded. 
Another high point of my 
career has been the invita-
tion received from the then 
President of India Abdul 
Kalam to make his portrait. 
Art is a way to display of 
our inner self by colours 
or any other way. I feel all 
colours are around us. I can 
see them. I can hear them. 
I can touch and I can feel. 
Colours are the immense 
magic of life.”

Illusions of Time showcases 
understanding of human 
beings with the environment

SERIES OF PORTRAITS
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An artwork by artist Priyanka Banerjee

Artist Vijender Sharma interacting with viewers during the inaugural ceremony.
One of the artworks to be exhibited during the exhibition.  

Rhapsody is a Greek word 
which means an effusively 
enthusiastic or ecstatic ex-
pression of feelings. Artist 
Asish Kumar Das is pre-
senting his solo exhibition 
of 40 sculptures called ‘The 
Rhapsody’ - an exhibition 
of surreal sculptures using 
bronze, aluminium, patina. 
The exhibition is on view 
till 7th December at Visual 
Arts Gallery of India Habi-
tat Centre.  
  Asish Kumar Das comes 
from the small town of 
Chinsurah in West Ben-
gal. He lived very close to a 
colony of idol makers, who 
created with profound en-
ergy a majestic array of gods 
and goddesses for people 
to worship during Durga 
puja and various other pu-
mas. A happy childhood in 

a joint family and the long 
hours spent in the home of 
the master craftsman, idol 
maker Nitai Pal filled 
his childhood days 
with magical wonder. 
He now believes that 
his love for figura-
tive sculptures must 
have originated 
from 
this 

source.
 In a candid con-
versation artist 
Asish Kumar Das 

says, “Having spent my 
childhood in a mofussil 
town, the inherent fervour 
particularly the culture, re-

ligion, language so inter-
woven with nature around 
has always touched my life. 
The natural environment 
stands out amongst all this 
and has carved 

a special 
niche in 

m y  l i f e . 
The simple 

ordinary 
person in 

everyday 
grind of life interacts with 
the natural environ omni-
present in that area and 
gives rise to a totally new 

genre all 
together.”

‘The Rhapsody’ exhibits 
surreal sculptures using 
bronze, aluminium and patina

SOLO EXHIBITION
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Priyanka Banerjee 

A sculpture in display at The 
Rhapsody

MYSTIQUE HUES 
EXHIBITS RECENT 
WORKS BY ARTIST 
DEEPALI ROONGTA
New Delhi: Solo Art Exhibition 
Mystique Hues, by Mrs. Deepali 
Roongta is currently ongoing 
at Triveni Gallery, Triveni Kala 
Sangam. The exhibition will be 
there till 11th December 2022. 
Deepali Roongta offers an allur-
ing perspective on how modifying 
can create a multidisciplinary 
stage for idea creation and also 
takes it to a completely new level 
where everything is so pure and 
real. She believes that art is her 
life. In the words of the artist, “A 
painting is like a jigsaw puzzle. 
You may imagine a shape, but it 
may assume one that is entirely 
another. An artist’s mood during 
the day can change its contours. 
If a painting is an act of creation, 
it is equally an act of destruction”.

AN ODE TO THE 
KATHAK GURU 
DHARAMSHIBHAI 
SHAH
New Delhi: Devi Durga Kathak 
Sansthan, New Delhi and the 
Nartan Academy of Indian 
Classical Dance, USA organized 
a special Kathak dance show 

‘Arpan’ dedicated to the memory 
of Kathak Guru of Bhavnagar, Gu-
jarat — Late Guru Dharamshibhai 
Shah. Held on 2nd December 
2022 at Stein Auditorium, India 
Habitat Centre, Delhi, the show 
witnessed various renowned per-
formers and gurus performing on 
Gujarati compositions specially 
choreographed for the occasion. 
The first performance at Arpan, 
as an homage, was an invocatory 
piece in honour of Lord Ganesha. 
This was followed by a solo per-
formance by Vidha Lal, a multi-
talented kathak exponent. The 
audience got another treat when 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Awardee 
and famed Kathak dancer Guru 
Geetanjali Lal performed an ex-
pressive piece based on a Gujarati 
ghazal “Jyan Najar Mahri Thare, 
Tyan Nishani Aapni” a composi-
tion by Shri Avinash Vyas.
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Celebrated historian 
and filmmaker Shiv 
Kunal Verma’s latest 

book, Life of an Industani: 
Six Degrees of Separation, 
published by BluOne Ink, 
was recently launched at the 
Valley of Words International 
Literature and Arts Festival 
in Dehradun. Not only were 
avid readers and many of the 
author’s batchmates present 
at the launch, but many dig-
nitaries also graced the occa-
sion, and each one showed a 
keen interest in his work. The 
500-odd page action-packed 
thriller-like read was unani-
mously regarded as a book 
that was less autobiogra-
phy and more a contempo-
rary look at Indian history 
through the eyes of one who 
had lived life to the hilt.

The book’s spectacular 
launch was moderated by the 
effervescent Sana Durrani, 
who coordinates the Welham 
Boys’ School Military Semi-
nar. The little flashes of hu-
mour she brought to the table 
made her the perfect host 
throughout the 40-minute 
discussion. The launch began 
with Rajinder Pal Devgan, a 
well-known and respected 
academician who taught 

Shiv Kunal Verma at the 
Doon School, unveiling the 
first copy of the book, which 
the author then inscribed for 
him. Sana Durrani said that 
right from the moment the 
launch was planned, Kunal 
was adamant that the book 
would be launched by him, 
even if General V.K. Singh, 
who could not make it at the 
last minute, had been pres-
ent. It was the same with the 
other panellist, Anoop Seth, 
who had known Kunal for 
the past 50 years, even before 
they were in Doon School 
together, and who has been 
both his fierce critic and 
staunch supporter of his 
childhood buddy!

The discussion began with 
Sana Durrani asking the au-
thor what had made him give 
the book this catchy title and 
what the subtitle ‘Six Degrees 
of Separation’ meant. Kunal 
replied that the subtitle had 
been the original title be-
cause, when he began writ-
ing the book, he found that 
everything in his life was cor-
related. However, when the 
work was nearing comple-
tion, the Industani title came 
up because this new word 
was apolitical and very Indi-
an. He attributed it to another 
master who had taught him 
at the Doon School, Krishna 

Kumar (KK) Candeth, whose 
own book, ‘All Street Dogs Go 
To Heaven’ is also being pub-
lished by BluOne.Ink.

During the talk, Sana Dur-
rani smilingly allowed Ano-
op Seth to be frank and say 
‘nasty’ things about Kunal. 
The camaraderie between 
Kunal and Seth was palpa-
ble. He commented on the 
variety of experiences that 
the author had seen, adding 
that in most of them, ‘Fauji’ 
(as he was named in school) 
had chased opportunities 
down himself, as was the 
case with the Air Force films 
and books like the Northeast 
Trilogy. He said that after 
reading the book, he re-
alised that despite knowing 
Kunal for so many years, he 

still knew so little about him. 
Humorously, he also added 
that he was curious to know 
how the author felt now that 
his entire life was in the pub-
lic domain. The author was 
frank to say that he had not 
been keen on writing the 
book initially, as he believed 
that usually, all autobiog-
raphies are ‘ego trips’ or, as 
Bernard Shaw once said, 
‘autobiographies are all lies’. 
This book, he said, was the 
brainchild of Pankaj Singh, 
the Head of Publishing at 
BluOne Ink. Singh had been 
adamant about getting this 
book done because Verma’s 
stories reflect many of In-
dia’s modern-day historical 
incidents.

Dharmesh Mehta,  in 

charge of marketing and 
defining the policies for One 
Heritage Media and BluOne 
Ink, added that the author is 
the ‘Hemingway of India’. 
He also said that as more 
things happened in India, 
an Industani 2.0 was likely 
to come in. This was met 
with a lot of laughter by the 
author and the other pan-
ellists. Dharmesh said the 
biggest challenge was decid-
ing which genre to place the 
book Industani in, for it was 
a remarkable piece of work 
that had no precedence, nor 
was it likely to share space 
with any others of its kind. 
Almost every critic who had 
read the book till now, was 
unanimously of the view 
that the book would find 
a place at the high table of 
Indian literature’s all-time 
classics.

Sana Durrani then asked 
the writer why, at the ‘young 
age’ of 60, the author had de-
cided to write an autobiogra-
phy. Verma said that though 
his father had retired from 
the Army at 56, at 62 he was 
‘old’ enough to write his ‘au-
tobiography’. He said that if 
he did not do anything, the 
‘inertia’ would ‘kill him’. 
This was because his idea 
of relaxation was to stop 
working on a book when 

he needed a break and start 
working on another, then 
another, and they could be in 
completely different genres. 
Apart from the Northeast 
books, Verma has authored 
The Long Road to Siachen, 
1962: The War That Wasn’t, 
and 1965: A Western Sun-
rise. Each book is rated by 
critics as being the most de-
finitive work on the subject.

Throughout the event, 
the author remained very 
open about his life. When 
asked about Project Tiger, 
he didn’t hide the fact that 
it had ‘just happened’. His 
approach to filmmaking 
was more subject-oriented, 
and when he got a chance, 
he could develop the techni-
cal skills as well. Chances, 
indeed, can appear – just 
like that. Or you can create 
them. The author, with hun-
dreds of sorties on frontline 
fighters with the IAF and 
the Navy, plus having filmed 
real combat scenarios, is to-
day perhaps one of the most 
experienced ‘hands on’ mili-
tary specialist.

The book is already avail-
able for the public, even 
though the main print run 
will be available by mid-De-
cember 2022. It is available 
for pre-order through the 
publisher’s website.

BOOK LAUNCH

‘Life Of AN iNdUstANi’: A CONtempOrAry 
LOOK At iNdiAN HistOry

Books to look out for this week 
8 rules of Love
Author: Jay shetty
publisher: thorsons
price: rs 425
The author of the New York Times bestseller ‘Think 
Like a Monk’ offers a revelatory guide to every stage of 
romance, drawing on ancient wisdom and new science.
Jay Shetty is a storyteller, podcaster and former monk. 
Jay’s vision is to Make Wisdom Go Viral. He is on a 
mission to share the timeless wisdom of the world in an 
accessible, relevant and practical way. Jay has created 
over 400 viral videos with over 5 billion views,
“Jay’s gift is to teach and empower. This book not only 
helps us gain a better understanding and appreciation 
of love, but assists us in achieving greater awareness of 
the self and the needs of those around us,” said Deepika 
Padukone.

stop Weighting
Author: ramya subramaniam
publisher: penguin 
price: rs 347
Ramya is a film actor from the South and is even more 
familiarly known as a television anchor, with a career 
in the entertainment industry spanning over a decade. 
In recent years, she’s carved an increasingly popular 
presence in the health and fitness space and is a cer-
tified fitness and nutrition life coach. Her YouTube 
channel called ‘StayFitWithRamya’ has a wonderfully 
active audience. As a social media influencer, she has 
a combined following of over 3.5 million across Face-
book, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube.
During the 2020 lockdown, she began writing a fit-
ness memoir in which she shares her roller coaster of 
a fitness journey .

the Heart of Work
Author: sV Nathan
price: rs 449
publisher: Harper Business 
‘Work, overall, is about getting things done, and the heart 
does not normally figure in it. But in my many years of 
work, I have seen that the heart has a huge influence on 
what happens to us, what happens around us and what 
propels us to action.’
Most often, people believe building a career is about set-
ting targets and pursuing them relentlessly. In this pur-
suit, people sometimes don’t mind taking shortcuts and 
stepping on others’ toes to move up. But those who pursue 
such a path often forget that the values one upholds in life 
often carry over into work as well, and it is these values 
that describe a leader the best: humility, an ability to listen 
to others, an emotional connect with those you work with.

dr Cuterus
Author: dr tanaya Narendra
publisher: penguin 
price: rs 244
No matter what kind of bits you have, the ‘private’ bits 
between our legs often leave us with ... many feelings 
and many questions.
Is it big enough? Is it too big? Why is it so dark? And 
hairy? How are babies made? Why do periods hurt? As 
John Mayer so beautifully sang, your body is a wonder-
land, but in the land of the Kama Sutra, we often forget 
this. Words like vagina, clitoris, penis, scrotum tend to 
confound and embarrass people.
Maybe even you, dear reader?
Even though everyone has a body, nobody wants to 
talk about it. This is where this book comes in-a one-
stop scientific, funny, and easy to understand guide.

seLf 
HeLp

seLf 
HeLp
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Launch of ‘Life of an Industani: Six Degrees of Separation’.

ANNOUNCemeNt 

BOOK LAUNCH 

Hindutva: Origin, Evolution and Future launched 

Long before Malala, there were Savitri Phule and Fatima 
Shaikh, says India’s favourite biographer, Reeta Rama-
murthy Gupta.

On the 132nd death anniversary of Mahatma Jyotirao 
Phule, Harper Collins and Reeta Ramamurthy Gupta an-
nounced a new book about friends ‘Savitri and Fatima,’ 
who worked tirelessly for the education of women and 
lower castes in the 19th century.

In a press release announcing the acquisition, Harper 
Collins said, “The book opens in 19th century Maharashtra 
and spans over four decades. We start in 1813, when the 
Charter Act allowed Christian missionaries into the country. 
We trace the end of the Peshwai and how the Marathas 
adapted to British rule. From here, we take the reader to 
the birth and upbringing 

of  Savitri Phule and Fatima Shaikh, born just six days 
apart in January 1831. We delve into their childhood in-
fluences and the compunctions that shaped them. Savitri 
eventually got married to Jyotirao Phule, a man who ap-
preciated her thirst for learning. He taught her the basics 
of Marathi and was delighted to see that Savitri had no 
intentions of stopping there. He encouraged her to complete 
her education.”

The announcement also revealed that Savitri and Fati-
ma met while ‘pursuing their teacher training course, 
where they became conversant in English.

The author compared the duo’s work to modern icon 
Malala. We all know the story of how young Malala was 
shot by the Taliban. Back in the mid-19th century, Savitri 
and Fatima were pelted with stones as they went door to 
door, asking parents to send their girls and those of lower 
castes to school. Along with Jyotirao Phule, they started 
the first school (non-British, non-missionary) for girls in 
1848. They suffered physical and emotional violence ev-
ery day, but persevered. The book promises to be a thrill-
ing story.

When asked who should be 
reading Hindutva: Origin, 
Evolution, and Future, Ara-
vindan Neelakandan men-
tioned, “Everyone who be-
lieves in Hindutva and even 
those who don›t.” He said 
that for people who want to 
write their own book criti-
cising Hindutva, this book, 
ironically, will give them all 

the information that they 
need. Divided into many 
chapters, his work brings 
to light what Hindutva ac-
tually is, what it stands for 
and shatters many miscon-
ceptions surrounding this 
ideology.

Hindutva: Origin, Evolu-
tion, and Future, authored 
by Aravindan Neelakandan 
and published by BluOne 
Ink, was launched on 2 De-
cember 2022 at the Constitu-

tion Club of India, New Del-
hi, among about 150 people.

The launch event was pre-
ceded by a distinguished 
panel consisting of Sri K An-
namalai (Ex-IPS and Presi-
dent, Tamil Nadu BJP, and 
author), Sri Tejasvi Surya 
(Member of Parliament, 
Bengaluru South, and Presi-
dent, Bharatiya Janata Yuva 
Morcha (BJYM)), Sri Abhi-
nav Prakash (National Vice 
President, Bharatiya Janata 

Yuva Morcha (BJYM)), Sri 
Makarand Paranjape (Pro-

fessor at JNU, Former Di-
rector, IIAS, Shimla, and 

Author), and Sri Aravindan 
Neelakandan, the author.

Talking about his inspira-
tion behind writing Hindut-
va, Sri Aravindan Neelakan-
dan said that the idea of this 
book had been on his mind 
since his teenage years. He 
had felt that Hindutva had 
often been wrongly present-
ed. This book is research-
driven, with plenty of ref-
erences to give an accurate 
view of the idea. The author 

mentioned Savarkar, the 
Father of Hindutva, who 
said that Hindu dharma is a 
subset of Hindutva. He also 
stressed another intriguing 
quote by Savarkar, where 
he mentioned that ‘a Hindu 
ceases to be a Hindu at the 
height of his Hinduness.’

Aravindan further re-
vealed an interesting fact 
about how Tagore was 
linked to Hindutva, saying 
that Tagore had used the 

word Hindutva many years 
before Savarkar, which is 
also ingrained in the civili-
sational process of India.

BluOne Ink’s Editor-in-
Chief, Mr. Partho, praised 
the expansive and ground-
breaking work and ex-
pressed their gratitude to-
ward the author. 

The book is available for 
pre-order in bookstores 
across the country and on 
BluOne’s website. 
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The author was frank to say that he had not been keen on writing the book initially, as he believed that 
usually, all autobiographies are ‘ego trips’ or, as Bernard Shaw once said, ‘autobiographies are all lies’.

Author Aravindan Neelakandan and other guests.

New book 
on Savitribai 
Phule’s unsung 
friendship
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Kerala’s Joseph EJ and Gow-
ri bagged the coveted mara-
thon crowns in the highly 
popular Ageas Federal Life 
Insurance Kochi Spice Coast 
Marathon 2022 here in Ko-
chi on Sunday. 

Making the most of an en-
joyable route, Joseph com-
fortably tackled the 42.2 
kilometres in 3:00.55. He 
was followed home by Ben-
son CB (3:04.18) and Shinu 
R (3:12.59) to bag the other 
top honours.

Among women, Gowri 
covered the same distance 
in 4:31.21 to emerge victori-
ous. Trupti Katkar (4:44.11) 
and Mary Joshy (4:51.25) 
took the second and third 
positions.

“I congratulate all the run-
ners who have participated 

in this edition of the Ageas 
Federal Life Insurance Ko-
chi Spice Coast Marathon. 
The energy of the crowd 
here in Kochi has made it 
even more popular, with 
a considerable amount 
of women participation,” 
cricketing icon and brand 
ambassador of Ageas Fed-
eral Life Insurance, Sachin 
Tendulkar said.

Tendulkar, who flagged off 
the marathons, organized 
by Soles of Cochin, said that 
he missed Parmeswaran 
this time who had passed 
away just a couple of months 
back at the age of 106. “I am 
mentioning his name as I 
remember him participat-
ing in the marathon in 2017 
when he was 101 years old,” 
he added.

“We are delighted that after 
a gap of two editions due to 
Covid, we were able to host 

the Kochi Spice Coast Mara-
thon and the response, as al-
ways, has been overwhelm-
ing,” Karthik Raman, Chief 
Marketing Officer, Ageas 
Federal Life Insurance, said.

In all, over 4,000 turned 
up to compete in the dif-
ferent formats, including 
over 1,000 women. Close 
to 1700 represented differ-
ent corporate entities, each 
vying to win honours for 
their respective companies. 
The year also saw one of the 
city’s largest hospitals (Lis-
sie Hospital) send a large 
contingent made up of staff 
and patients.

There were several un-
derprivileged children 
among the lot too, who were 
coached free of charge by 
Mr. Joby Michael, a physical 
education teacher at a poly-
technic. 

The half marathon was 

equally competitive, with 
Sajith KM (1:21.11) walk-
ing away with the honours 
among men. Martin Robin 
(1:25.58) and Mohammad 
Vasil (1:34.58) won the other 
positions on the podium.

Among women, Minna 
Likhin was the fastest, win-
ning the title in 2:00.54). 
Asha NS (2:01.05) and Susha 
Suresh (2:03.09) finished 
second and third.

WINNERS
Marathon
Men: 1. Joseph EJ (3:00.55): 

2. Benson CB; 3. Shinu R
Women: 1. Gowri (4:31.21); 

2. Trupti Katkar; 3. Mary 
Joshy

Half-Marathon
Men: 1. Sajith KM (1:21.11); 

2. Martin Robin; 3. Moham-
mad Vasil

Women: 1. Minna Likhin 
(2:00.54); 2. Asha NS; 3.  
Susha Suresh

JOSEPH, GOWRI WIN AGEAS FEDERAL LIFE 
INSURANCE KOCHI SPICE COAST MARATHON 2022 

DAY 4

Joe Root stuns Pakistan by batting 
left-handed during first Test

England batter Joe Root bat-
ted left-handed during the 
first Test against Pakistan 
on Sunday.

Making the most of the bat-
ting-friendly conditions in 
Rawalpindi, Root switched 
to a left-handed mode while 
batting against right-arm 
spinner Zahid Mahmood 
for the first two deliveries 
of his sixth over. Root swept 
the ball one to square leg, 
but was dropped by Naseem 
Shah at mid-wicket on the 
next ball. The batter quickly 
ditched the idea and reverted 
to his right-handed batting 
stance but was dismissed for 
73 by Mahmood after being 
caught by Imam-ul-Haq.

Coming to the match, Paki-
stan have been set a target of 
343 runs to win. At the end 
of day 4, Pakistan is 80/2, 
with Imam-ul-Haq (43*) 
and Saud Shakeel (24*) at 
the crease.

England declared their in-
nings at 264/7 in 35.5 overs 
in their second innings. 
Harry Brook scored 87 off 65 

balls, with 11 fours and three 
sixes. Joe Root (73) and Zak 
Crawley (50) also scored in 
the fifties. With this, Eng-
land gained a 342-run lead 
in the match, setting a target 
of 343 for the hosts.

Naseem Shah, Mohammad 
Ali and Zahid Mahmood 
took two wickets. Agha 
Salman got a wicket each.

In their first innings, Paki-
stan was bundled out for 
579, in reply to England’s 

first innings score of 657. 
They were trailing by 78 
runs in the match at that 
point.

Babar Azam (136) scored 
a brilliant ton, with open-
ers Imam-ul-Haq (121) and 
Abdullah Shafique (114). 
Will Jacks (6/161) was fan-
tastic for England with the 
ball. Jack Leach took two 
scalps while James Ander-
son and Ollie Robinson  
took a wicket each.
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HUMILIATING DEFEAT

INDIA LOSE TO BANGLADESH 
BY ONE WICKET IN 1ST ODI

India lost a nail-bitter 
match in the first ODI of 
the three-match series 

against Bangladesh by one 
wicket being played here at 
Shere Bangla National Sta-
dium in Dhaka on Sunday.

India lost their first One 
Day International against 
Bangladesh after seven 
years which came in the 
year 2015. Defending a 
modest 187-run target, In-
dia need early wickets and 
Deepak Dhahar did exactly 
that dismissing opener Na-
jmul Hossain Shanto in the 
very first ball of the match.

Chahar alongwith other 
pacers bowled a tight line 
and that did not allow Ban-
gladesh batters to score 
runs freely and which re-
sulted in Anamul Haque’s 
wicket who became Mo-
hammed Siraj’s victim.

They desperately needed 
a partnership and captain 
Litton Das and star all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan 
did exactly that. The duo 
took Bangladesh’s team to-

tal beyond the 50-run mark 
in 14.5 overs. Washington 
Sundar then broke the 48-
run partnership between 
the two dismissing skip-
per Litton Das for 41 off 63 
balls. Next Shakib Al Hasan 
became his victim as he 
dismissed him for 29 leav-
ing Bangladesh in a spot of 
bother at 95/4.

Wicket-keeper batter 
Mushfiqur Rahim and 
Mahmudullah then some-
how took Bangladesh’s total 
to the triple-figure mark.

The 33-run partnership 
between the two was bro-
ken by Shardul Thakur 

who dismissed Mahmudul-
lah’s leg-before wicket for 
14. In the very next ball of 
the next over Rahim was 
dismissed by Siraj for 18 to 
leave Bangladesh tottering 
at 128/6.

Debutant Kuldeep Sen 
who was expensive in his 
first spell got his first ODI 
scalp in the form of Afif 
Hossain for 6. Three balls 
later Sen struck again dis-
missing Ebadot Hossain 
for a duck as he was out and 
hit a wicket to leave Bangla-
desh in trouble for 135/8.

In the next over Siraj 
struck for the third time 

dismissing Hasan Mahmud 
for a duck to make the mat-
ters worse for the host 
at 136/9. The moment it 
seemed that India will run 
away with the match the 
turnaround happened.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz 
along with Mustafizur 
Rahman batted cautiously 
to take the team’s total be-
yond the 150-run mark in 
40.4 overs. After that Miraz 
took control and started hit-
ting boundaries and sixes 
to take Bangladesh to an 
improbable win and in the 
process struck an unbeaten 
50-run partnership. Miraz 
played a brilliant knock of 
38 off 39 balls remaining 
not out right till the end hit-
ting four boundaries and 
two sixes while Mustafizur 
Rahman remained unbeat-
en on 10.

Brief Scores: India: 186/10 
in 41.2 overs (KL Rahul 73, 
Rohit Sharma 27; Shakib Al 
Hasan 5/36) vs Bangladesh 
187/9 in 46 overs (Litton 
Das 41, Mehidy Hasan Mi-
raz 38*; Mohammed Siraj 
3/32).
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REACTING WELL

Brazil football legend Pele 
said that he feels ‘strong’ 
and has ‘a lot of hope’ as he 
receives hospital treatment 
in his battle with colon can-
cer.

The Brazil icon is react-
ing well, and his health has 
not deteriorated in the last 
24 hours, according to the 
Albert Einstein hospital in 
Sao Paulo on Saturday, as 
Skysports.com reported. 
As Skysports reported 
quoting reports from the 
Brazilian daily newspaper 
Folha de S.Paulo that said 
“Pele had been moved to 
palliative care and was only 
being treated for symptoms 
such as pain and shortness 
of breath.”

In September 2021, Pele 
received a bowel cancer di-
agnosis. He had a respirato-
ry infection, which led to his 
hospitalization on Tuesday 
where his cancer therapy 
was reviewed.

He has been in the hospital 
since Tuesday for a “reas-
sessment of chemotherapy 
therapy” of his colon tu-
mour.

“He is still having treat-

ment and remains stable,” 
the hospital was quoted as 
saying by Skysports.

“I want to keep every-
one calm and positive. I’m 
strong, with a lot of hope 
and I follow my treatment 
as usual. I want to thank the 
entire medical and nursing 
team for all the care I have 
received. I have a lot of faith 
in God and every message 
of love I receive from you all 
over the world keeps me full 
of energy. And watch Brazil 
in the World Cup, too,” the 
statement was posted on 
Pele’s official Instagram 
alongside a message which 
said.

Following the as-
sessment, it was 
determined 
to transi-
tion Pele 
to pallia-
tive or 
end-
of-
life 
care. 
Pal-
liative 
care 
entails of-
fering medi-
cal support 
and physical 

comfort to people with life-
threatening or terminal ill-
nesses. Pele is 82 years old 
and his condition is said to 
be stable.

Pele scored 77 goals in 92 
international games as the 
top scorer for the Brazil 
national football team. He 
was the only player to do 
so, winning the FIFA World 

Cup three times in 
1958, 1962, and 

1970. When 
Pele was just 
17 years old, 
he won his 
first football 
World Cup as 
per the Olym-
pics website.

Pele, 

who was 17 years and 239 
days old, made history by 
scoring the first goal in 
a World Cup during the 
1958 FIFA World Cup in 
Sweden. The record is still 
intact.

Pele, a legendary football 
player who was born Edson 
Arantes do Nascimento on 
October 23, 1940, is one 
of the best ever. In 2000, 
FIFA honoured him with 
the Player of the Century 
award.

France striker Kylian 
Mbappe on Saturday tweet-
ed, “Pray for the King.”

Throughout his career, 
Pele scored almost 1,200 
goals. More than 1,000 of 
them came for Santos, the 
Brazilian football team 
Pele played for from 1956 
until 1974.

Pele made three trips 
to India. He first arrived 
in India in 1977 for a 
friendly match against 
Mohun Bagan in Kol-
kata while playing for  
the New York Cosmos 
club. It was the second-
to-last game of Pele’s 
career. Later, in 2015 

and 2018, he paid two ad-
ditional visits to India as a 
guest for events. 

Pele continues to fight against 
colon cancer, says ‘I feel strong’
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Joe Root batting left-handed during the first Test against Pakistan.

HOCKEY
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The Indian men’s hockey team 
went down to Australia by 4-5 
in the final match of the five-
match series at the Mate Sta-
dium in Adelaide on Sunday.

With this, India has lost the 
five-match series by 1-4. In-
dia’s solitary win in the series 
came in the third match. Tom 
Wickham (1’, 16’) opened the 
account for Australia, scoring 
first two goals for the hosts. 
Australian captain Aran Za-
lewski (29’), Jacob Anderson 
(39’) and Jake Whetton (53’) 
also got their names on the 
scoresheet. Indian captain 
Harmanpreet Singh (23’, 59’), 
vice-captain Amit Rohidas 
(33’) and Sukhjeet Singh (54’) 
netted India’s goals. Aran Za-
lewski was declared the Player 
of the Match, as per Olympics.
com. 

Australia expressed attack-
ing intent at the start of the 
match and found the net in 
the very first minute through 

Tom Wickham’s field goal. 
India responded well. They 
earned four penalty corners 
in the next few minutes but 
could not convert any of those 
into goals.

Australia survived a flurry 
of attacks from India and tried 
to double their lead. However, 
PR Sreejesh stood like a rock 
to not let that happen in the 
first quarter.

In the start of the second 
quarter, Wickham scored an-
other goal in the 16th minute, 
running past three defenders 
to make it 2-0 in favour of the 

Aussies.
Harmanpreet brought India 

back into the game by convert-
ing a penalty corner in the 
23rd minute.

Five minutes before half-
time, a yellow card to Gurjant 
Singh after a tackle reduced 
India to 10 men. Australia 
upped their attack but Krish-
nan Bahadur, swapping plac-
es with Sreejesh in alternate 
quarters, made some impres-
sive saves.

Australian skipper Aran Za-
lewski restored his side’s two-
goal lead in 29th minute with 

an impressive strike.
But four minutes later, de-

fender Amit Rohidas made 
full use of pass from Hardik 
Singh to make it 3-2.

After India’s Sukhjeet Singh 
got another yellow card after a 
rash tackle, the visitors were 
down by two men. Daniel 
Beale’s strike in the 39th min-
ute restored Australia’s two-
goal lead.

India put a solid fight in the 
final quarter. Whetton struck 
in the 53rd minute to make the 
scoreline read 5-2 in favour of 
Aussies. However, India hit 
two goals in the 54th and 59th 
minute. Harmanpreet and 
Sukhjeet scored to make it 5-4 
for the visitors.

The fifth-ranked side gave 
a good fight against the Aus-
sies in the final match of the 
series. India lost the first two 
matches by 3-4 and 7-4 respec-
tively, before winning a crucial 
third match by 4-3. Australia 
won the series by clinching a 
5-1 win in the fourth match.

INDIA LOSE FINAL MATCH OF FIVE-MATCH SERIES AGAINST OZ BY 4-5

Indian men’s hockey team went down to Australia in the final match.

FIRST TEST

Marnus Labuschagne’s 
combo of the double centu-
ry and century and spinner 
Nathan Lyon’s magic with 
the ball helped Australia 
clinch a 164-run win over 
West Indies in the first Test 
of two-match series in Perth 
on Sunday.

With this win, Australia 
has taken a 1-0 lead in the se-
ries. Chasing a target of 498, 
the West Indies resumed 
the final day of the match 
at 192/3, with Kraigg Brath-
waite 101* and Kyle Mayers 
0* at the crease.

Spinner Nathan Lyon got 
the first wicket of the day, 
five overs into the day, dis-
missing Kyle Mayers for 10 
runs. West Indies was 207/4. 
Centurion Brathwaite was 
the next one to go soon, with 
Lyon getting his wicket for 
110. Half of the West Indies 
side was gone for 212 runs.

Travis Head and Josh 
Hazlewood took two more 
scalps, dismissing Jason 

Holder (3) and Joshua de 
Silva (12). WI was 233/7.

Roston Chase and Alzarri 
Joseph stitched an 82-run 
stand, which helped the 
Windies cross the 300-run 
mark. Head dismissed Jo-
seph for 43 off 72 balls, with 
four boundaries and three 
sixes.

Chase brought up his 
half-century, his 10th in the 
format. However, Lyon dis-
missed both Chase (55) and 
Kemar Roach (0) to bundle 
out West Indies for 333 
runs, winning the match by 
164 runs. Lyon (6/128) was 
the pick of the bowlers for 
the Aussies. Head took two 

wickets, Hazlewood and 
Starc took a wicket each.

Earlier, Australia declared 
their second innings at 182/2 
in 37 overs. This gave Aus-
tralia a 498-run lead in the 
match. Labuschagne (104*) 
scored a masterful century 
after a double ton in the pre-
vious innings. David Warner 

scored 48, Steve Smith was 
unbeaten at 20*.

Roach and Chase took a 
wicket each. In their first in-
nings, West Indies was bun-
dled out for 283 in response 
to 598/4 declared by Austra-
lia in the first innings. WI 
was trailing by 315 runs at 
the end of their first innings. 
Openers Brathwaite (64) and 
Tagenarine Chanderpaul 
(51) scored half-centuries.

Pacers Pat Cummins (3/34) 
and Mitchell Starc (3/51) im-
pressed for Australia. Lyon 
got two scalps and Hazle-
wood and Cameron Green 
took a wicket each.

Australia declared their 
first innings at 598/4. La-
buschagne (204) and Smith 
(200) scored incredible 
double tons. Labuschagne 
and Smith also had a 251-
run partnership for the third 
wicket. Usman Khawaja 
scored a half-century, end-
ing with 65 runs in his kitty.

Braithwaite (2/65) was the 
pick of the bowlers for Win-
dies. Jayden Seales and Kyle 
Mayers took a wicket each.

Labuschagne, Lyon star as 
Australia crush WI by 164 runs 

Team Australia celebrating win over West Indies in the first Test in Perth on Sunday.
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Bangladesh’s Mehidy Hasan Miraz celebrates after hitting the 
winning shot during the 1st ODI against India, at Shere Bangla 
National Stadium, in Dhaka on Sunday.
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Argentina stormed 
into the quarter-
finals of the FIFA 

World Cup after defeating 
Australia 2-1 in a thrilling 
Round of 16 clash at the 
Ahmad bin Ali Stadium 
on Sunday.

Argentina changed their 
strategy immediately after 
the break, switching to a 
three-man defence after 
taking a one-goal lead in 
the first half. They scored 
their second goal as a result 
of the tactical switch as they 
caused Matt Ryan to make 
a terrible error. It was Ju-
lian Alvarez who profited 
from it. The Argentine be-
came the third player to 
score a goal in consecutive 
World Cup matches for Ar-
gentina in the 21st century.

Everything appeared to 
be going smoothly until 
Goodwin’s long shot struck 
Argentine Enzo Fernandez 
and went directly into the 
goal to give Australia their 
first goal of the match.

The second half began 
with Argentina in attack 
mode, with Messi once 
again on the foray in the 
50th minute. He shot from 
the edge of the box while 
falling over but lacked the 
power to burst through the 
goalkeeper.

The South American 
team built pressure on 
Australia by pressing for-

ward and forcing them into 
making errors.

Argentina needed no gift 
but were offered one in 
the 57th minute as Julian 
Alvarez embraced it and 
punished the Aussie team. 
Rowles sends the ball back 
to Ryan in danger due to a 
breakdown in communica-
tion at the back. The Aus-
tralian goalie made a mis-

take with two Argentine 
players creating pressure 
prodding forward, giving 
the ball to Alvarez, who 
skillfully finished netting 
the ball.

It seemed done and dust-
ed for Australia, trailing by 
two goals but they found 
the back of the net in the 
77th minute through Ar-
gentina’s own goal.

Australia had their tails 
up after that and created 
chances to score. However, 
the team lacked the finesse 
to finish properly.

They had a peach of an 
opportunity in the addi-
tional time but the chance 
went begging after Garang 
Mawien Kuol fired a superb 
shot but was stopped by the 
Argentine goalkeeper.

Argentina too had op-
portunities to seal the game 
through Lautaro Martinez 
but the striker failed on 
several occasions.

The game ended with Ar-
gentina sealing a berth in 
the quarterfinals. Argenti-
na will lock horns with the 
Netherlands on December 
10 for a place in the semi-
finals. The Dutch team 

thumped USA 3-1 earlier.
Lionel Messi proved his 

mettle once again as he 
scored for Argentina to 
give them a 1-0 lead against 
Australia at the Ahmad bin 
Ali Stadium in a Round of 
16 encounter.

The football maestro 
scored his 9th goal of the 
World Cup to surpass leg-
end Diego Maradona, who 
had 8 goals to his name in 
the World Cup. It was also 
the Argentine’s first goal 
in the knockout stage. The 
goal made him the second-
highest scorer for Argen-
tina in World Cups, only 
one goal behind Gabriel 
Batistuta.

The kickoff saw Ar-
ge nt i n a  d o m i n at i n g 
from the beginning as 
they took control of the 
ball and displayed great 
skill to take control of  
the midfield.

Talismanic forward Lio-
nel Messi was targeted by 
the Aussie players who 
had him surrounded by 
their defenders for reasons 
known to mankind.

Alexis Mac Allister was 
a live wire for Argentina 
with the South Americans 
dominating with the ball. 
Australia managed to keep 
Argentina out of the box for 
quite some time with the 
South Americans always 
within the control of the 
ball. They enjoyed an 83.33 
per cent possession in the  
first 10 minutes.

IN MESSI’S 1000TH MATCH
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ARGENTINA OVERCOMES AUSTRALIA 
TEST, STORMS INTO QUARTERFINALS

Argentine captain Lionel Messi was at his very best in his 1,000th match. 

POMP & REVELRY
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KERALA ROOTS FOR MESSI AS WC FRENZY REACHES A NEW HIGH
After the Netherlands and Argen-
tina qualified for the quarterfinals 
in the FIFA World Cup in Qatar, 
it reverberated across Kerala in 
small towns and large cities as 
people throughout the state cut-
ting across socio, economic, reli-
gious and political differences are 
gripped by football fever.
Huge cut-outs of international 
footballers Lionel Messi, Cristiano 
Ronaldo and Neymar Jr are erect-
ed in every nook and corner of 
North Kerala including even small 
towns in Malappuram, Palakkad, 
Kozhikode, Kannur, Kasargod and 
Wayanad districts. In Central and 
South Kerala, huge cut-outs of the 
players are erected but not much 
as compared to northern part of 
the state.
Even after certain Islamic schol-

ars, both the Sunni and Mujahid 
groups, spoke against the frenzy of 
Muslim youths for the game and 
supporting foreign nations and 
foreign players, the latter did not 
give a hoot.
Sulaiman Khader (27) from Tirur 
in Malappuram district told IANS: 
“Football is a sport that unites peo-
ple, and in Kerala, we unite for a 
team, support the team and pray 
for the victory of that team and it’s 
a healthy exercise. The religious 
scholars need not interfere in this.
“We are all highly religious but 
in football, there is no role for the 
scholars to dictate terms to us. You 
can see hundreds of youths from 
all communities cutting across 
religious, social and political lines 
unite for their favourite team.”
Khader said that he was a hard-
core fan of Brazil and that he ex-
pects the team to win the cup at 
Qatar.

As the FIFA World Cup is being 
held in Qatar, it has helped many 
fans from from Malappuram, 
Kozhikode, Kannur, Kasargode, 
and Wayanad districts to reach 
Doha because the distance from 
Calicut airport to Doha is less co-
mapred to other places in the state.
Youth Congress state president 

Shafi Parambil, an MLA and an 
ardent Argentina fan was in Qa-
tar to watch the matches of his 
favourite team even as rival group 
in the Congress sent missives to 
New Delhi in his absence from the 
state. Shafi is back in Kerala and is 
likely to visit Qatar again to watch 
matches.

CPI leader and former MP from 
Thiruvananthapuram Lok Sabha 
constituency, Panniyan Raveen-
dran, a hardcore fan of Brazil, is 
expecting the team to win the cup. 
He is a footballer and a football 
commentator as well who hails 
from football frenzy Kannur dis-
trict of Kerala.
Women are also actively involved 
in watching football matches and 
accompanying their husbands, 
brothers, and children to watch 
the matches being shown live on 
big screens across the state.
Till midnight, children and 
women are watching the game at 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kottayam, 
Ernakulam, Kollam, and almost 
all districts of the state.
A senior officer said: “While police 
as usual is keeping an eye on these 
big screens and the crowd watch-
ing the match, there has not been 
a single instance of any criminal 

activity during the matches and 
with the roads full of people even 
at late night hours, its sort of a fes-
tival atmosphere across the state.”
In Thalassery, Kannur district, 
people are placing bets among 
them and are not generally involv-
ing money, instead food is being 
offered. The bets are being placed 
on winning team, victory margin, 
goal scorers, penalty saved, goals 
saved, and like that.
Sujith Chandran, a sports shop 
owner in Kannur told IANS: 
“Heavy sales of sports gadgets 
have taken place even during the 
build-up of the tournament and 
when the FIFA World Cup kicked-
off, there was no limit to sales. T-
Shirts, shorts, footballs and goal-
posts sale is high and jerseys of 
Argentina, Brazil, and Portugal 
are much in demand.”
There has been a huge sale of Tele-
vision sets during the World Cup 

and most of the major electronic 
shops have announced offers and 
subsidies on it. Footballs are given 
as a gift when a family purchases 
a Television set and everyone is go-
ing for large screens.
Mathew Augustine, owner of a 
major electronic shop in Kottay-
am said, “Generally, if 20 televi-
sion sets are sold per day, now, it 
has touched hundred a day and 
it’s a five fold increase. People are 
replacing their TV sets with new 
ones and cost is not an issue for 
them. In most cases, children are 
putting pressure on parents to buy 
new models and it’s brisk business 
for people like me.”
With the football fever touching 
its peak in Kerala, there is a huge 
booking in airlines for Qatar from 
Quarterfinals onwards and the 
high fares is not a deterrent for die-
hard fans who want to see their fa-
vourite heroes in action.

EXCITING CLASHES
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Four things to watch out for  
at the FIFA World Cup today
Japan face Croatia, while Bra-
zil take on South Korea in the 
World Cup last 16 on Monday 
in two fascinating ties. Here 
are four things to look out for:

1. Will injuries cause Brazil 
problems?

Brazil will be clear favou-
rites against South Korea, but 
coach Tite has got some injury 
worries that could disrupt his 
side. It was confirmed on Sat-
urday that forward Gabriel Je-
sus and defender Alex Telles 
are both out of the World Cup 
through injury. Danilo and 
Alex Sandro are also doubts, 
while the Brazilians are also 
continuing to monitor Ney-
mar’s ankle.

It is in defence that Brazil 
have the most problems, with 
Dani Alves looking well off 
the pace against Cameroon 

and Eder Militao or Marquin-
hos asked to switch to cover at 
left back, leaving Brazil short 
of defensive cover on the 
bench, reports Xinhua.

2. South Korea to be brave 
but patient

The South Koreans kept 
calm to qualify with a nerve-
shredding 2-1 win over Por-
tugal, with the winning goal 
coming in injury time. But 

even though they needed 
to score, the South Koreans 
stayed disciplined, without 
throwing everything forward 
haphazardly.

Son Heung-min looks to be 
working himself up to full fit-
ness, while Lee Kang-in gives 
quality service in attack to 
striker Cho Gue-sung and the 
Koreans have shown in this 
World Cup that they can get 

into good positions and put 
the ball into dangerous areas.

Their defence could be a 
weakness, but South Korea 
should not be underesti-
mated, either for football or 
discipline.

3. Can Japan do it again?
Nobody can question the 

merits of a Japanese side that 
has reached the last 16 of the 
World Cup by beating Spain 
and Germany with impressive 
displays of counter-attacking 
football. There is no reason to 
see why coach Hajime Mori-
yasu will change his tactics 
against a Croatian side that 
also like to control the ball and 
they will fancy their chance 
against a rival that isn’t ex-
actly fast in midfield.

One thing that is certain 
is that Japan’s fans will add 
noise and colour to the stands 
in the Al Janoub Stadium.

Brazil takes on South Korea.

Huge cut-outs of Messi, Ronaldo and Neymar Jr are erected in north Kerala.

The Netherlands faces Argentina in the quarter-final.

ORANJE DELIGHT

Trio of Depay, Blind, 
Dumfries score as 
Dutch beat USA 3-1 

Memphis Depay, Daley 
Blind and Denzel Dumfries 
scored a goal each to guide 
Netherlands to a 3-1 victory 
over USA in the round of 16 
match here at Khalifa Inter-
national Stadium. With this 
win, the Dutch team made 
it to the quarter-finals and 
USA have been knocked 
out of the competition.

USA started off aggres-
sively as Christian Pulisic 
came up with a left-footed 
shot from the centre of the 
box which was saved in the 
bottom right corner after 
an assist from Tyler Adams 
with a through ball. 

In the 10th minute of the 
match, the Dutch team took 
the lead as Denzel Dum-
fries’ assist helped Mem-

phis Depay take a right-
footed shot from the centre 
of the box to the bottom left 
corner.

Eight minutes later Cody 
Gakpo assist helped Daley 
Blind take a left-footed shot 
from the left side of the box 
which went too high.

In the 20th minute, USA’s 
Walker Zimmerman tried a 
through ball but Christian 
Pulisic was caught offside.

In the next minute, Vir-
gil van Dijk’s assist helped 
Memphis Depay take a 
right-footed shot from a 
difficult angle and long 
range on the right missed 
to the left of the bar.

In the 43rd minute, USA 
pressed hard again when 
Timothy Weah’s right-
footed shot from outside 
the box was saved in the 
bottom right corner.
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AHEAD OF QUARTER FINAL

NO CHANGE FOR SPAIN DESPITE DEFEAT TO JAPAN: RODRI

Spain defender Rodrigo 
Hernandez insisted on 
Sunday there will be no 
change of style when his 
side takes on Morocco in 
the last 16 of the World 
Cup on Tuesday, despite 
their 2-1 defeat to Japan 
in their last Group E 
match.

Spain controlled over 
80 percent of the ball 
against Japan on Thurs-
day but was caught by Ja-
pan’s intensity at the start 
of the second half, with 
the defeat costing them 
first place in the group.

With another match 
against intensely-organ-
ised rivals on the hori-
zon, Rodri insisted that 
“you learn from your 
mistakes”, but said the 
plan would remain the 
same.

“We won’t change the 
way we play even though 
we lost. Football is about 
getting things right and 
wrong and we will con-
tinue with our philoso-

phy of the game.”
“There will be no risks 

and we will keep a cool 
head,” said the 26-year-
old.

The Manchester City 

player, who has dropped 
back into defense from 
midfield in this tourna-
ment, said his role was 
“to bring the ball out 
from the back, organise 
the team and to keep it 
solid.”

“I help the team to play 
the ball out better and to 
filter passes, as our rivals 
leave very few spaces,” 
he explained.

Right-back Cesar Azpi-
licueta continues to train 
apart from the rest of his 
teammates after suffer-
ing a knock to his calf in 
their 2-1 defeat to Japan.

The good news for 
Spain is that forwards 
Dani Olmo and Alvaro 
Morata, who missed 
Saturday’s  training 
session, worked with 
the rest of the squad 
on Sunday as Luis En-
rique’s team prepares for 
 Tuesday’s game.
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Spain faces a stiff Morocco challenge.


