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The polling for the second 
phase of the Assembly 
elections in Gujarat com-
menced at 8 am on Mon-
day. The Gujarat Assembly 
has 182 seats. In the final 
round, voting held in the re-
maining 93 Assembly seats 

across Ahmedabad, Vado-
dara, and other central and 
northern Gujarat regions.

The voter turnout by the 
end of the second phase of 
the Gujarat elections was 
recorded at 59.11 per cent. 
According to the Election 
Commission data, Sabar-
kantha district recorded 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, after casting his vote 
in Gujarat, rushed back 
to Delhi to hold a two-day 
strategy session for the next 

round of elections. A string 
of state elections are due in 
2023, before the grand fi-
nale — the general elections 
in 2024 — in which the BJP 
will seek a third straight 
term in power at the Centre. 

As the capital’s air qual-
ity turned at the highly 
toxic “severe” category on 
Monday, the Delhi govern-
ment imposed a ban on 
plying of BS-III petrol and 
BS-IV diesel four-wheelers 
in the city till December 
9, in view of restrictions 
clamped by the Centre’s 
air quality panel under 
stage III of the Graded Re-
sponse Action Plan (GRAP).

The Delhi government on 
Monday The sub-committee 
for implementation of GRAP 

held a meeting on Sunday 
to review the air quality sce-
nario in the region as well 
as the forecasts for meteo-
rological conditions and the 
air quality index of Delhi as 
air pollution turned severe.
“As per the directions as 
provided under Stage III 
of the revised GRAP and 
under section 115 of the Mo-
tor Vehicle Act, 1988, it is 
hereby ordered that there 
shall be restrictions to ply 
BS-III petrol and BS-IV die-
sel LMVs (four-wheelers) in 
NCT of Delhi with immedi-
ate effect till December 9 or 
till downward revision in 

GRAP stage, whichever is 
earlier,” read an order issued 
by the transport department.

The Air Quality Index 
(AQI) was recorded on 
Monday at 340 by the 
System of Air Quality 
and Weather Forecasting 
And Research (SAFAR).

The Air Quality Index 
from 0 to 100 is considered 
as good, while from 100 to 
200 it is moderate, from 
200 to 300 it is poor, and 
from 300 to 400 it is said to 
be very poor and from 400 
to 500 or above it is consid-
ered as severe. Earlier on 

Freedom at Midnight au-
thor Dominique Lapierre 
has died at the age of 91. “At 
91, he died of old age,” his 
wife Dominique Conchon-
Lapierre told the French 
newspaper Var-Matin on 
Sunday. She added, “at peace 
and serene since Dominique 
is no longer suffering”.

Even though Lapierre was 
from France, he was pas-
sionate about India, some-
thing that was reflected in 
his 1985-work City of Joy 

Cross-border terrorism 
emanating from Pakistan 
and China’s ‘challeng-
ing’ posturing in the Indo-
Pacific and other regions 
figured prominently dur-

ing the meeting between 
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar and German 
Foreign Minister Annalena 
Baerbock here on Monday. 
The two ministers also dis-
cussed the Ukraine conflict 
and its fallout, Afghanistan 
and other key global chal-

lenges. Jaishankar defended 
India’s decision to import  
oil from Russia.

At the joint press confer-
ence after the meeting, Jais-
hankar said, “The European 
governments understand In-
dia’s position on Russian oil. 

noida: heavy 
firinG in poliCe 
enCounter, 1 
injured
NOIDA: A high-level en-
counter in Noida, between 
police and a gang posing 
to be police officers, ended 
with two arrests, with one 
of the accused left injured, 
police informed on Monday. 
The incident took place near 
the Phase-1 police station. 
The gang was robbing 
people by going around as 
police officers. They had 
looted one courier boy of 
Rs 34,000 on 1 December. 
While two members of the 
gang were arrested, one 
managed to flee. Police 
said they were looking for 
him. One accused named 
Deepanshu was injured 
after the firing. The police 
said they recovered around 
15 thousand rupees in cash, 
the car used in the robbery, 
fake police ID cards, one 
bike and cartridges. 

Croatia advanCe 
to quarterfinals, 
down japan 3-1 
via penalties
AL WAKRAH : Croatia ad-
vanced to the quarterfinal 
stage of the ongoing FIFA 
World Cup in Qatar after 
defeating Japan 3-1 via 
penalties after both sides 
were levelled 1-1 at the 
end of scheduled playtime. 
Japan earned their first 
corner of the match in 
the second minute. A free 
kick by Ritsu Doan looked 
dangerous but headed just 
wide at the far post. In the 
next minute, Shogo Tanigu-
chi gave the Japanese an-
other chance but the shot 
was too wide once again. In 
the 8th minute, Croatia’s 
Ivan Perisic was denied an 
early close-range goal by 
goalkeeper Shuichi Gonda. 
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Healing touch

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) chief Lalu Prasad Yadav’s daughter 
Rohini Acharya donated a kidney to her father Lalu Prasad 

Yadav who had been ill for a long time, on Monday.  ANi

The exit polls on Mon-
day predicted the re-
turn of the Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP) in Gujarat 
and the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) is likely to tighten its 
grip on Delhi by winning 
the civic polls, a close con-
test in Himachal Pradesh 
with the BJP having a de-
cisive edge over the Indian 
National Congress (INC) in  
the hill State.

The exit polls could further 
compound the problems for 
the Congress leadership 
and give voice to a section of 
leaders who have been de-
manding a comprehensive 
change in the organisational  
structure.

The results of the Gujarat 
and Himachal Pradesh elec-
tions will be announced on 
Thursday. The Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
election results will come out 
a day before.

Without exception, all exit 
polls on Monday predicted a 
comfortable win for the BJP 
in Gujarat. The NewsX-Jan 
Ki Baat went a step further, 
projecting 117-140 seats for 
the ruling party BJP, which 
would even surpass BJP’s 
2017 feat.

The exit polls show that 
Congress’ politics of caste 
arithmetic was no match for 
BJP’s focus on highlighting 
development, the crackdown 
on crime mafia, women safe-
ty and security, and its Hin-
dutva pitch.

According to the India To-
day-Axis My India opinion 
poll, the BJP is set to create a 
record in terms of its elector-
al performance in Gujarat. It 
also predicted AAP making 
sizeable inroads in terms of 
vote share.

The exit poll predicted that 
BJP would win 129-151 seats, 
Congress 16-30 seats and 
AAP 9-21 seats in Gujarat. 
The poll predicted BJP get-
ting 46 per cent votes, Con-
gress 26 per cent and AAP 
20 per cent.

According to Republic-
PMARQ exit polls, the BJP 
is poised to get between 128 
and 148 seats with 48.2 pc 
vote share. Gujarat is a BJP 
stronghold and the party is 
seeking a seventh succes-
sive term in office in the state 

which has 182 assembly 
seats.

The poll gave Congress 
30-42 seats with 32.6 pc vote 
share, AAP 2-10 seats with 
15.4 per cent vote shared and 
others getting 0-3 seats with 
3.8 per cent votes.

The Times Now-ETG poll 
gave BJP 135-145 seats in Gu-
jarat, Congress 24-34, AAP 
6 to 16.

The TV 9 Gujarati gave 125-
130 seats to BJP, 40-50 seats 
to Congress, 3-5 seats to AAP 
and 3-7 seats to others.

News X-Jan ki Baat exit poll 
gave 117-140 seats to BJP, 34-
51 seats to Congress, 6-13 
seats to AAP and 1-2 seats to 
others.

In Himachal Pradesh, 
which went to the polls on 

modi-wave in Gujarat, CliffhanGer 
in himaChal, aap may wrest mCd

exit polls out

 Exit polls predict BJP is likely to win its seventh successive term in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s home state  
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The Supreme Court on Mon-
day reaffirmed that forced 
religious conversion is a “se-
rious issue”, it is against the 
Constitution and asked the 
Centre to file affidavit after 

collecting information from 
the state governments on 
anti-conversion laws. 

The court was hearing a 
plea filed by advocate Ash-
wini Kumar Upadhyay seek-
ing direction to the Centre 
and states to take stringent 

The fear of Dengue is back 
in national capital, with 272 
fresh cases were reported 
during the past week.

While 3,595 cases of den-
gue have been reported this 

year, not a single dengue 
death was reported this year. 
So far this year, 236 cases of 
Malaria have been reported, 
and six cases have come to 
the fore during the last week.

Not a single case of Chikun-
gunya has been reported

Fake currency, terror fi-
nancing and black money 
are three evils and are like 
‘Jarasandha’ (an antagonist 
in Mahabharat) and should 
be cut into pieces, the Centre 
told the Supreme Court on 
Monday while opposing the 
pleas challenging the 2016 

demonetisation exercise.
Defending its decision to 

demonetise currency notes 
of ₹ 500 and ₹ 1,000 denom-
inations, the Centre had told 
the apex court that the step 
was taken after extensive 
consultations with the RBI 
and that advance prepara-
tions were made before the 
note ban was enforced.

Four children between the 
age group of two and 36 days 
in the Ambikapur Medical 
College in Chhattisgarh lost 
their lives due to a four-hour 
long power failure leading 
to halt in the functioning of 
ventilators and oxygen sup-
port system. 

As per the information, 
these infants died in the 

Special Newborn Care Units 
(SNCU) ward on Sunday 
night. “I have instructed 
the Health Secretary to 
form a probe team. Going 
to Ambikapur Hospital to 
gather more information,” 
State Health Minister said.

The incident had brought 
state administration on its 
toes with health minister 
T.S. Singhdeo directing 
his health secretary for a 
high-level enquiry. Sing-

hdeo said that he came to 
know about the incident at 
10.30am on Monday and 
he is flying to Ambikapur 
to meet the aggrieved rela-
tives of the children and 
take stock of the situation.

Singhdeo said that he has 
directed the health secretary 
to form a team of senior of-
ficials for a thorough inves-
tigation. “I have also talked 
to chief minister Bhupesh 
Baghel about the develop-

ment and am visiting to 
Ambikapur medical college 
hospital with his permis-
sion. In turn, the chief min-
ister arranged a helicopter 
for me. I will talk to the doc-
tors and the relatives to find 
out the reason behind the 
death. Accountability will 
also be fixed and culprits 
will be punished severely 
if established,” said Sing-
hdeo before boarding the 
helicopter for Ambikapur.

The condition of a few 
other children is stated to 
be critical and all of them 
are under observation. The 
weight of the four children 
was varying between one 
and two kilograms, said 
the hospital authorities.

On Saturday night there 
was a power cut in the 
hospital for half to a quar-
ter of an hour. It was on 
Monday morning when 
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MAMATA TO VISIT 
AJMER SHARIF 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
will visit the Sufi shrine 
at Ajmer Sharif Dargah 
and seek blessings for 
the first time during 
her visit to the capital. 
She is primarily coming 
to attend a meeting of 
chief ministers called by 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to discuss the 
upcoming G20 summit. 
At the same time, she 
has sought an exclusive 
meeting with the Prime 
Minister to demand 
"states due" on account 
of Central Projects. Since 
PM is busy with other 
engagements, she may 
get a meeting with PM on 
7 December. She is not 
interested in meeting any 
other opposition lead-
ers in the capital. After 
coming back from Ajmer, 
she will hold a parlia-
mentary party meeting 
at the residence of senior 
TMC MP Sougata Roy. 
Before meeting the PM, 
she is expected to give 
the MPs instructions on 
the strategy to be used 
during the winter session 
of parliament. 

CONUNDRUM 
OVER NEW 
PARLIAMENT 
BUILDING 
On the last day of this 
year's monsoon session, 
Speaker Om Birla an-
nounced that beginning 
with the winter session, 
all meetings will be held 
in the newly constructed 
Parliament building. 
Unfortunately, the new 
Parliament building has 
yet to be completed in 
order to serve as the 
House of Parliament. 
Now the deadline has 
been shifted to the 
budget session of next 
year for the sitting of the 
house in the new build-
ing. Since the speaker 
promised to meet all 
MPs in the new build-
ing, the secreatariat has 
been asked to arrange a 
symbolic all party meet-
ing in the new building 
so that his announce-
ment is fulfilled. Initially, 
the plan was to hold a 
one-day session in the 
new building, but the 
security agencies have 
not given 'no problem' 
certificate so far. 

KHARGE'S 
WARNING 
After the election of the 
new Congress Presi-
dent, the first meeting 
of the "steering com-
mittee" (as the working 
committee was dis-
solved) was convened in 
the AICC headquarters, 
and after 25 years, a 
non-Gandhi President, 
Mallikarjun Kharge, pre-
sided over the meeting. 
As a customary practice, 
the senior member of 
the party welcomes the 
president with a bou-
quet of flowers, hence 
General Secretary K. C. 
Venugopal welcomed 
Mallikarjun Kharge. In 
his speech, Kharge gave 
a strong message to all 
the leaders, saying that 
this time he will seek ac-
countability. 

By The People

EXIT POLL PREDICTS GUJARAT FOR BJP, 
HIMACHAL EITHER WAY, MCD FOR AAP 

The votes have been polled in Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi, and now it is time to know the verdict 
of the voters. Exit polls predict a clean sweep for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in Gujarat. Himachal 
Pradesh, where it is in a triangular contest with the Congress and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) may go 
any way. However, in the municipal elections held in the national capital, AAP is predicted to trump the 

BJP’s chances of coming back to power . AAP is expected to come to power with a thumping victory.

GUJARAT
As per the NewsX-Jan Ki Baat exit poll, the BJP is expected to win 117–140 seats in Gujarat with a vote share of 44%–49%, 
Congress is expected to get 34–51 seats out of 182 seats with a vote share of 28%–32%, AAP is expected to bag 06–13 
seats with a 12%–19% vote share, and others are expected to settle for 01–02 seats with a 7-9% vote share.

HIMACHAL PRADESH 
In Himachal Pradesh, the BJP is expected to win 32–40 seats out of 68 seats with a vote share of 45%–48%, the 
Congress is expected to get 27–34 seats with a vote share of 42%–44%, and AAP is expected to settle for 01–02 
seats with a vote share of 7%–11%, whereas others are expected to struggle to bag even a single seat.

NEW DELHI
Speaking about the municipal elections held in the national capital, AAP is expected to win 
150–175 seats with a vote share of 49%–52%, BJP is expected to get 70–92 seats with a vote share 
of 39–42%, and Congress is expected to settle for 4–7 seats with a 5%–7% vote share.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

REACTION TO EXIT POLL

Some euphoric, some say ‘wait till 8 December’
Reacting to the exit-poll 
projections for Himachal 
Pradesh, outgoing chief min-
ister Jai Ram Thakur on Mon-
day said that though many 
pollsters have predicted a 
return of the BJP in the state, 
the people should wait for the 
final outcome on 8 December. 

"Many exit polls are show-
ing that the BJP is forming 
government again in Him-

achal while some others are 
predicting a neck-to-neck 
fight in a few segments. We 
should wait till December 
8 for the final outcome. Ac-
cording to our analysis, there 
is a very good possibility of 
the BJP forming the govern-
ment with a comfortable ma-
jority," Thakur added. 

Senior Congress leader and 
former Uttarakhand CM 
Harish Rawat was silent on 
his party's prospects in the 
hill-state but exuded confi-

dence of the Congress win-
ning about 40 seats in Guja-
rat saying that the people of 
the state have voted in favour 
of the Congress. 

"Looking at the general 
public mood, I personally 
feel the voters in Gujarat are 
in favour of the Congress. We 
did change our tactic while 
campaigning for the polls. I 
can say that we are winning 
about 40 seats," said Rawat. 

Speaking to news agency 
on Monday, Gujarat Home 

Minister Harsh Sanghvi said, 
"The BJP and the people of 
Gujarat have decided to cre-
ate history. Our relationship 
has remained strong for 27 
years and will only get stron-
ger in the coming days. This 
will not be a victory for power 
but to reaffirm our relation-
ship with the people of Gu-
jarat." 

On the exit-poll projections 
for the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD), the for-
mer Uttarakhand CM said 

the civic polls were fought on 
local issues and the Congress 
will improve its standing in 
the national capital. 

"The MCD election was 
fought on local issues. I think 
the Congress will come up 
with an improved showing 
in the civic polls," he said. 

The Congress candidate 
from Gujarat's Porbandar 
constituency, Arjun Mod-
hwadia, voiced optimism 
about winning the majority 
of seats in the state, saying 

that while the BJP won the 
2017 polls, the Congress ran 
it close in 99 seats. 

"Exit polls had predicted 
the clean sweep for the BJP 
in 2017 but we ran the BJP 
close in 99 seats. People don't 
always tell the truth on cam-
era here in Gujarat as they are 
afraid," he said.

Most exit polls on Monday 
predicted a clean sweep for 
the BJP in Gujarat while the 
fight for Himachal is pre-
dicted to be tougher for the 

saffron camp. However, most 
pollsters have put the party in 
the lead in the hill-state. 

Some exit polls even went 
to the extent of saying that 
the BJP was course for a 
handsome win in Gujarat 
and could even set a record 
in terms of the seats they 
are projected to win. They 
also predicted that the AAP 
will open its account in the 
Gujarat Assembly, finishing 
third behind the BJP and the 
Congress. 

ON THE RADAR

GAUTAM LAHIRI
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SIDESHOWS

MAMATA’S OBJECTION TO PM RALLY ON 
POLLING DAY  

KOLKATA: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee accused the Election Commission of offering "VIP 
treatment" to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and a few 
others by allowing political rallies on election day. "PM 
doing rally is illegal on election day. The EC should look 
into this. If one is holding a political rally on the day of 
the results, then the result will be what you imagine."  

"They are VIPs different treatment for them," Banerjee 
told the media before boarding her flight from Kolkata. 
She also said there was no separate meeting sched-
uled with the prime minister during her visit to the na-
tional capital and other areas. "No one-on-one meeting 
arranged this time with PM," Banerjee said. She re-
fused to directly comment on the use of "lotus" symbol 
for India's G20 presidency but noted that even if she did 
not raise an issue on the matter, others have and would.  

"They have been using the lotus symbol earlier as well...I 
have not made an issue. Actually, it is not an issue. But 
instead of using a political symbol, they would have 
gone for a national symbol as many countries would be 
present. If I won't say anything others will." 

PHOTOS SHOW POLICE LATHI CHARGE 
VOTERS IN RAMPUR: AKHILESH 
ETAWAH: Samajwadi Party Chief Akhilesh Yadav on 
Monday alleged that police is trying to prevent voters 
from casting votes in the by-polls and even resort-
ing to lathi charge in Rampur. "I don't know on whose 
orders the administration is working during elections. 
What briefing has been given? Complaints are coming 
continuously since morning. Police is not allowing 
people to cast votes," Akhilesh Yadav told reporters. He 
alleged police had been briefed that votes should not 
go to the Samajwadi Party.  "There are videos that show 
that police are stopping people to vote in Rampur. They 
show police is doing checking ids of people. So what are 
Election Commission guidelines? Police is doing lathi 
charge that is visible in photos that are coming from 
Rampur," the SP chief said.  "In Mainpuri also, police is 
trying to stop voting. BJP is given the freedom to even 
distribute liquor," he further alleged.

PM MODI'S BROTHER GETS EMOTIONAL 

Ahmedabad: Prime Minister Narendra Modi's elder 
brother Somabhai Modi cast his vote in Ahmedabad on 
Monday in the second phase of the Assembly elections. 
Somabhai Modi cast his vote at Nishan Public school, 
Ranip in Ahmedabad, the same polling booth where 
PM Modi had voted. Somabhai got emotional as he 
talked about the Prime Minister who visited him earlier 
today. Speaking to news agency, the Prime Minister's 
brother revealed his interaction with him. "I asked him 
(PM Modi) that he works a lot for the country, and he 
should take some rest as well," Somabhai said. He said 
that the people of the country cannot ignore the kind of 
work that is being done at the national level since 2014, 
which he believed would be the basis of voting in the 
Gujarat Assembly elections.

By The People
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UP BYPOLL

Mainpuri records a voter turnout of 51.89%, Dimple confident of winning 

As the voting for the Main-
puri Parliamentary constitu-
ency culminated on Monday, 
the total voter turnout was 
recorded at 51.89 per cent till 
5 pm in the bypoll elections. 
Polling in the Mainpuri Lok 
Sabha constituency was 
mandated following the de-
mise of the sitting MP and 

former chief minister of Ut-
tar Pradesh Mulayam Singh 
Yadav. The party has fielded 
his daughter-in-law and wife 
of Akhilesh Yadav, Dimple 
Yadav. 

She is pitted against BJP's 
former MP Raghuraj Singh 
Shakya. Samajwadi Party 
candidate Dimple Yadav 
for the Lok Sabha Assem-
bly Seat of Uttar Pradesh's 
Mainpuri exuded confi-

dence in marking her victo-
ry at the party's stronghold  

on Monday. 
Samajwadi Party candi-

date Dimple Yadav for the 
Lok Sabha Assembly Seat 

of Uttar Pradesh's Mainpuri 
exuded confidence in mark-
ing her victory at the party's 
stronghold on Monday. 

"I have complete faith that 
SP will win the Mainpuri 
bypolls, people have realised 
that BJP is fighting polls un-
fairly so they will get the re-
ply once the poll results are 
out," SP candidate Dimple 
Yadav said. 

The former chief minister 

of Uttar Pradesh and Nation-
al President of Samajwadi 
Party, Akhilesh Yadav, said 
his party would win Main-
puri bye-elections. 

Speaking to news agency, 
Akhilesh Yadav said, "I hope 
BJP will have a massive de-
feat in Gujarat... I believe SP 
will get a good number of 
votes in Mainpuri byelec-
tions, people will vote for 
us... BJP must allow the cen-

tral agencies (Election Com-
mission) to operate freely, 
BJP is misusing them." 

Akhilesh alleged that in the 
Mainpuri bye-election, BJP 
is not contesting, instead, 
the government and admin-
istration are fighting for BJP 
to win the polls. 

The entire Yadav family 
including Akhilesh Yadav 
appealed to voters to vote for 
Samajwadi Party.

Samajwadi Party (SP) President Akhilesh Yadav with wife and party's Mainpuri Lok-Sabha  
bypolls candidate Dimple Yadav during the joint press conference after casting their vote, at Saifai, 
in Etawah on Monday

The approximate voter 
turnout by the end of 
the second phase of 

the Gujarat elections was 
recorded at 59.11 per cent till 
now. 

According to the Election 
Commission data, Sabar-
kantha district recorded 
the highest voter turnout 
at 65.84 per cent, while 
Ahmedabad recorded the 
lowest voter turnout at 53.84 
per cent. Gandhinagar wit-
nessed a 59.14 per cent voter 
turnout, Anand recorded a 
voter turnout of 59.04 per 
cent, Arvalli 60.18 per cent, 
Banaskantha 65.65 per cent, 
Chhotaudepur 62.04 per 
cent, Dahod 55.80 per cent 
and Kheda 62.65 per cent.

Mahesana recorded a vot-
er turnout of 61.01 per cent, 
Mahisagar 54.26 per cent, 
Panchmahal 62.03 per cent, 
Patan 57.28 and Vadodara 
60.38 per cent. 

Polling for the second and 
final phase of the Gujarat 

Assembly Elections for 93 
Assembly constituencies 
across 14 districts of north 
and central Gujarat began at 
8 am amid tight security ar-
rangements on Monday. 

As many as 833 candidates 
from 61 parties were in the 
fray in the second phase of 
the Gujarat elections. Over 

2.51 crore voters were eli-
gible to exercise their fran-
chise.

The Election Commission 
established 26,409 polling 
booths and nearly 36,000 
Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) were used for the 
purpose. Around 29,000 
presiding officers and over 

84,000 polling officers were 
deployed to facilitate the sec-
ond phase of polling. 

During the first phase of 
polling on December 1, Gu-
jarat saw an overall turnout 
of 63.14 per cent. Voting was 
held in 89 constituencies in 
the first phase. Votes will be 
counted on December 8.

Peaceful polling in Gujarat 
in second phase 
TDG NETWORK
GANDHINAGAR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves to supporters on his way to the polling booth to cast his vote for the second 
phase of Gujarat Assembly elections, in Ahmedabad on Monday
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah casts his vote for the second phase of Gujarat Assembly 
elections, at AMC Sub-Zonal Office, Naranpura, in Ahmedabad on Monday.

Saints go through the election procedure to cast their vote for the second phase of the Gujarat 
Assembly elections, at a polling booth, in Kheda on Monday.

THE POLLBUZZ 
I appeal to ev-
eryone to vote, 
especially the 
first-time vot-
ers - the young 
girls and boys 
should vote.

Amit Shah
Union Home 
Minister

BJP will break 
its all old records 
and will be 
victorious in this 
election.

Bhupendra 
Patel
Gujarat Chief 
Minister

In 2nd phase, OBC-majority assembly seg-
ments have voted. Congress played its cards 
of the chief ministerial candidate likely being 
an OBC. So I think central Gujarat, north 
Gujarat and this entire area will vote for Cong. 
I see a change in the 27-year-long BJP rule.

Shankersinh 
Vaghela
 Former Chief  
Minister of Gujarat

Choose whoever you want 
but you will be able to de-
mand answers from political 
leaders only if you vote. I 
expect AAP to win 51 plus out 
of 89 seats in the first phase 
and 52 plus seats in the 
second phase.

Isudan Gadhvi 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) chief 
ministerial candidate.

My only message to the 
voters is that they should 
use their votes well. They 
should vote for such a party 
that would work for the de-
velopment of the country. 
The people have seen the 
kind of work that has been 
done at the national level 
since 2014, they cannot 
ignore it. People will vote 
based on that..

Somabhai Modi
Narendra Modi’s elder 
brother

This election will 
decide the future of 
the next 20 years of 
Gujarat. Every single 
vote is being cast in 
favour of the BJP. We 
will form a government 
with 150 seats and with 
a big margin. People 
trust BJP..

Hardik Patel 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) candidate from 
Gujarat’s Viramgam
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Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar has 
requested the legislators to 
forward their suggestions 
and ideas for the forthcom-
ing state budget. The legis-
lators should share the list 
of works to be done in their 
respective areas and they 
should share their sugges-
tions and demands, which 
can be included in the bud-
get, said Manohar Lal. The 
Chief Minister was address-
ing the legislators during 
the discussion programme 
held on State Finance Man-
agement and Budget orga-
nized by the Haryana Vid-
han Sabha in Panchkula 
on Monday. Vidhan Sabha 
Speaker, Gian Chand Gup-
ta, Deputy Speaker, Ranbir 
Gangwa, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister, Kanwar Pal 
and other Ministers and 
MLAs attended the pro-
gramme. 

Manohar Lal said that the 
legislators will get an excel-
lent opportunity to under-
stand the nitty-gritty of the 

budget. He said that for the 
last 8 years he got an op-
portunity to understand 
all the activities related to 
the budget.  However, since 
the last 3 years, every time 
while presenting the budget 
as the Finance Minister, he 
also gets a chance to know 
many untouched aspects 
of the budget. “Such train-
ing programmes will also 
provide an opportunity for 
the MLAs to understand 
the detailed information of 
the budget. This also helps 
in preparing the state bud-
get well and will become an 
ideal budget for other states 
as well,” said Manohar Lal. 
He said that before prepar-

ing the budget, if there were 
demands from the mem-
bers, the State Government 
would try to include them in 
the budget.

The Chief Minister said 
that the budget was being 
prepared keeping in mind 
the income and expendi-
ture. It is not possible to 
make changes in the budget 
after it is presented before 
the House.  He said that 
it is often seen that when 
the budget is presented, 
the MLAs place demands 
for development works in 
their respective areas, but 
at that time those demands 
cannot be included in the 
budget. This time there is 
a 3-month gap before the 
budget would be presented. 
“Therefore in these three 
months, all the MLAs can 
send the list of develop-
ment works to be done in 
their respective areas to the 
Finance Department or the 
Minister concerned or even 
directly to me, so that these 
demands could be included. 
I will try my best to fulfil the 
demands raised by every 
MLA,” said Manohar Lal. 

discussion programme

Effort is to incorporate ideas of 
members of assembly in budget: CM

in punjab

A case of sacrilege has come 
to the fore in Mansurpur 
village under Phillaur of 
Jalandhar in Punjab. An-
archic elements committed 
sacrilege by entering inside 
Guru Singh Sabha Gurghar 
Gurudwara located in village 
Mansurpur. The accused en-
tered the Gurughar where 
they tried to loot the money 
box. At the same time, they 
spat tobacco near the Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib. There 
is a lot of anger in the Sikh 
Sangat regarding this inci-
dent of sacrilege.

Two miscreants entered 
the Gurughar between 
quarter to five and five in the 
morning. When both were 
vandalizing the Gurughar, 
the granthi of the Gurughar 
also reached the spot. But 
both the robbers were so 
fearless that one picked 
up something in his hand 
and hit it towards granthi. 
Granthi defended himself 
and got out of the Gurughar. 
After this both the robbers 
started running away, one 
was caught by the granthi. 
The villagers chased the 
other fleeing robber on the 
noise of granthi and caught 
him as well.

Jalandhar Rural Police of-
ficially mentioned that they 
have arrested two accused in 
this case and investigation is 

in process. 
Attempts are being made 

to vitiate the atmosphere of 
Punjab by doing sacrilege 
at religious places. The Sikh 
Sangat said that all this has 
been done deliberately with 
the intention of provoking 
people by hurting their faith. 
The anarchic elements that 
have entered Gurughar seem 
to be from outside states. 
Only they can carry out such 
a deplorable incident by con-
suming tobacco. Sikh Sangat 
also says that all this can also 

be a part of some conspiracy. 
Leaders of political parties 
also condemned the sacri-
lege incident.

Bhulath’s MLA Sukhpal 
Khaira expressed deep con-
cern over the incident by 
tweeting. He said that it is 
with a very sad heart that he 
is sharing this video of sacri-
lege, in which atheist fanat-
ics spat after eating tobacco 
at the place where Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib is decorated. 
Tagging the Chief Minister 
of the state, Bhagwant Mann 

in his tweet, he wrote that 
he should get the culprits 
arrested as soon as possible.

The Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee 
(SGPC) has also strongly 
condemned the incident 
of sacrilege in Mansurpur 
village of Jalandhar. SGPC 
spokesperson Harbhajan 
Singh said on his Twitter 
handle that the incident 
of sacrilege in Jalandhar’s 
Mansurpur Gurughar is 
shocking. SGPC strongly 
condemns this. 

Sacrilege at Mansoorpur Gurughar 
of Jalandhar creates uproar 

show cause notice

After finding suspicious 
transactions of over Rs 86 
Lakh in the state treasury of-
fice, the Finance Department 
on the directions of Punjab 
Finance Minister Advocate 
Harpal Singh Cheema has 
issued orders to suspend a 
senior assistant. Besides is-
suing ‘Show Cause Notices’ 

to several other employees 
while the services of three 
employees were already un-
der suspension for suspicious 
transactions. He also ordered 
legal action in this matter.

Disclosing this here today, 
Finance Minister Harpal 
Singh Cheema said that 
a departmental Inquiry 
Committee was formed on 
2 June, 2022 to investigate 
various complaints regard-

ing corruption in the State 
Treasury offices under the 
anti-corruption campaign 
launched by the Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann led 
Punjab government.

He said that on the basis 
of the Inquiry Committee’s 
report, one superintendent, 
one senior assistants, and one 
junior assistant were already 
under suspension, while a se-
nior assistant was suspended 

on Monday and ‘Show Cause 
Notices’ were issued to sev-
eral other officials/employees 
of the state level and regional 
treasury offices for suspicious 
financial transactions.

Finance Minister Cheema 
said that according to the re-
port submitted by the Inquiry 
Committee, total suspicious 
transactions of Rs. 86,44,022 
were found and being further 
probed.

Finance department suspends Four For 
suspicious transactions 
TDG NETWORK
Chandigarh

grand convention 

allegation

BJP MPs, MLAs, cabi-
net ministers and 
the party leaders 

hailing from Brahmin com-
munity are leaving no stone 
unturned to make ‘Brah-
min Mahakumbh’ a grand 
success, to be held on 11 De-
cember 2022 in Karnal. All 
party leaders have been di-
rected and assigned respon-
sibilities for the same. Chief 
Minister of Haryana Mano-
har Lal Khattar will be pres-
ent at the convention as the 
chief guest. 

Member of Parliament 
Kartikeya Sharma who 
hails from the community 
has been visiting various 
districts to ensure that the 
‘Brahmin Mahakumbh be-
comes a grand success with 
the participation of all sec-
tions of the people. 

Making a series of pro-
grammes and addressing 
several gatherings in Hary-
ana, Kartikeya Sharma on 
Monday visited Siwah vil-
lage of Panipat where he was 
warkly welcomed by villag-
ers. He was accompanied by 
the BJP MP from the state 

Krishan Panwar. 
Addressing the gather-

ing, Kartikeya Sharma said 
that there is enthusiasm not 
only in the Brahmin com-
munity, but also among 
other sections of the society 
regarding this convention. 
“It is evident from the en-
thusiasm and love I am get-

ting from people across the 
state,” said the young MP, 
adding that I am continu-
ously visiting different parts 
of the state as a brother and 
son rather than as a parlia-
mentarian.  

Overwhelmed by the re-
sponse from the people 
present here, he further said: 

“My father Venod Sharma 
had always put his best to 
serve the people in the state. 
Following the footsteps of 
my father, I also wish to ded-
icate myself to the people.”

“Under the leadership of 
the Chief Minister, the state 
is touching new horizons 
and climbing a ladder of 

progress.” 
Notably, Venod Sharma is a 

reputed and eminent politi-
cian who enjoys huge popu-
larity among all sections of 
the society. 

Kartikeya Sharma said that 
he is committed to sort out 
the issues of 36 fraternities 
in the state on priority ba-

sis. “Be it serving the nation 
or the society, the Brahmin 
community has always con-
tributed to the betterment of 
the society”, he said.  

He appealed to people to 
ensure their maximum pres-
ence in the convention in or-
der to make it a huge success.  

The political experts are 

of the opinion that this con-
vention has far-reaching 
ramifications and political 
meanings to reach to the 
influential Brahmin com-
munity. Chief Minister is 
believed to have a close eye 
on the preparations of the 
programme to ensure the 
success of the convention. 

make ‘brahmin mahakumbh’ a great success, 
says mp kartikeya sharma 

‘cm mann lied that goldy brar 
was detained by us agencies’

RaviNDER MaliK
Chandigarh 

top of the day

256 complaints 
received against 
cops in Five years 
Chandigarh: role of 
the haryana police is 
under scanner as the 
state government has 
received complaints 
against the police person-
nel at large scale requiring 
the department to come 
up with steps to improve 
its functioning as well as 
reputation.  according to 
data made available by the 
national Crime record Bu-
reau (nCrB), in a period of 
5 years from 2017 to 2021, 
a total of 256 complaints 
have been received against 
them which is a matter 
of serious concern. Out 
of the total complaints, a 
maximum 61 complaints 
were received in the year 
2018, followed by 61 and 49 
in the years 2019 and 2020 
respectively.  after this, as 
many as 43 complaints 
were received in the year 
2021 followed by 39 in 2017. 
in such a situation, it is 
evident from the statistics 
that there is a need to 
improve the functioning of 
the police and proper steps 
need to be taken in this 
direction.

sc slams punjab 
For inaction on 
sale oF illegal 
liquor
new delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Monday came 
down heavily on the Punjab 
government over the 
inaction in dealing with the 
large-scale manufacture 
and sale of illicit liquor in 
the State.
The top court said drugs 
and alcohol problem is a 
serious issue in Punjab. a 
bench of Justices Mr Shah 
and CT ravikumar asked 
the Punjab government 
to list out specific steps 
to curb the menace of 
manufacturing and sale of 
illegal liquor.
The apex court said that 
Punjab is a border state 
and “if somebody wants to 
finish the country, they will 
start with the borders.”
it added, “They have to 
take every effort to save the 
country, it is very easy to 
ruin the youth by drugs, by 
this... extra caution has to 
be taken.”

bsF shoots down 
drone From 
pakistan
aMriTSar: The Border 
Security Force (BSF) 
seized 2 kg heroin and 100 
gm opium on Monday after 
it shot down a Pakistani 
drone in amritsar.
The BSF soldiers were 
deployed on the interna-
tional border and observed 
one drone entering india 
from Pakistan. after that, 
the soldiers shot three bul-
lets at the drone and put 
it down, informed Jasbir 
Singh, Commandant BSF. 
Two packets of heroin with 
1 kg heroin in each, and 
100 gm of opium were re-
covered, the BSF informed.

sc to hear 
plea seeking 
debarment oF 
convicted mps
new delhi: Supreme 
Court to hear plea on 
Tuesday seeking to debar 
convicted MPs and Mlas 
from contesting elections 
for life. The apex court will 
also hear a plea to declare 
all national and regional 
political parties “public 
authorities” to bring them 
under the ambit of the 
rTi act. Both pleas will be 
heard on Tuesday.

TaruNi GaNDhi 
Chandigarh

Shiromani Akali Dal Gen-
eral Secretary Bikram Singh 
Majithia on Sunday alleged 
that Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Singh Mann lied 
that gangster Goldy Brar has 
been detained by US agen-
cies. He added that more 
than 48 hours have passed 
since he made this claim, 
but no photo or video of de-
taining Goldy has emerged 
in public so far. “Punjab CM 
Bhagwant Mann should tell 
Punjabis why he lied about 
detaining of gangster Goldy 
Brar by US agencies and 
his claim of bringing him 
to Punjab soon. More than 
48 hours have passed since 

he made this claim, but no 
photo or video of detaining 
Goldy has emerged in public 
so far,” Majithia tweeted.

“CM clarify how he got 
into that Goldy Brar has 
been detained in the USA. 
Whether HM Amit Shah 
had informed him, whether 
US President Joe Biden or 
other US authorities or di-
rectly FBI reported to him 
on the issue or what else his 
sources informed him so,” 
Majithia added.

“Ironically, DGP Punjab 
Police and Central Agencies 
are refraining from sub-
stantiating this claim of CM. 
It seems this claim was in 
line with other false claims 
he made in past, like BMW 
investing in Punjab. But he 

must realise that this bluff 
has given much pain to the 
victims’ families,” he further 
stated.

Punjab Tourism Minister 
Anmol Gagan Maan had 
asserted that Canada-based 
gangster Goldy Brar would 
soon be brought back to 
India. Speaking at the occa-
sion, she said, “Soldiers from 
Punjab have sacrificed their 
lives for the country. Pun-
jabi soldiers have given a 
befitting reply to enemies of 
the country. But nowadays, 
it has become a practice of 
the youth here to migrate to 
foreign countries. The youth 
should be motivated to join 
the army for the country. 
There should be workshops 
to motivate the youth.”

To make ‘Parshuram Mahakumbh’ a success, MP Kartikeya Sharma has been travelling across Haryana for the last few weeks.  He had several interactions on Monday too. 

Shiromani akali dal President Sukhbir 
Singh Badal on Monday strongly con-
demned the sacrilege incident at gurdwara 
Sahib of Mansoorpur village in Punjab and 
said that this painful act is unpardonable.
“Strongly condemn the heinous act of 
#sacrilege of Sri guru granth Sahib Ji at 
gurdwara Singh Sabha in village Mansur-
pur. i urge CM @bhagwantmann to direct 
@dgPPunjabPolice for taking immediate 
and stringent action against the culprits. 
This painful act is unpardonable,” Badal 
tweeted.
earlier on Monday, Jalandhar rural police 
said an accused in a sacrilege incident at 
gurdwara Sahib of Mansoorpur village in 
Punjab has been arrested.
“Today (5/12/2022), the accused related 
to the sacrilege incident at the gurdwara 
Sahib of village Mansoorpur, PS goraya 
district Jalandhar (rural) has been ar-

rested. The case has been registered and 
investigation is ongoing, the situation is 
under control,” Jalandhar rural police said 
in a tweet.

this painFul act is unpardonable: sukhbir badal
TDG NeTwork
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Sukhbir Badal
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modi-wave in gujarat, cliffhanger in 
Himachal, aap wrests delhi mcd
November 12, the Republic-PMARQ exit poll gave 34-49 
seats to BJP with a vote share of 44.8 per cent.

It predicted that Congress will get 28-33 seats with a vote 
share of 42.9 per cent. AAP is predicted to get 0-1 seat in the 
state with 2.8 per cent vote share, the exit poll said.

Himachal Pradesh has 68 member assembly.
India Today-Axis poll predicted that Congress is ahead 

and would 30-40 seats in the hill state, BJP 24-34 and AAP 
four to eight seats.

The poll predicted 44 per cent vote share for Congress, 42 
pc for BJP, two per cent for AAP and 12 per cent for others.

India TV-Matrize poll gave 35-40 seats to BJP and 26-31 to 
Congress. The poll predicted that AAP will not be able to 
open its account while others will get 0-3 seats.

The NewsX-Jan ki Baat poll predicted 32-40 polls for BJP, 
27-34 for Congress, none for AAP and 1-2 for others.

The Times Now-ETG poll predicted 34-42 seats for BJP, 
24-32 for Congress, none for AAP and others getting 1-3 
seats.

The Zee News-BARC poll predicted 35-40 seats for BJP, 
20-25 for Congress, 0-3 for AAP and 1-5 for others in the 
hill state.

For Delhi MCD polls held on Sunday, Aaj Tak-My Axis 
India poll predicted AAP getting 149-171 seats, BJP 69-91, 
Congress 3-7 and others 5-9.

The NewsX-Jan ki Baat gave AAP 159-175 seats out of 250, 
BJP 70-92 seats, Congress 4-7 seats and others one seat.

The Times Now-ETG poll gave 146-156 seats to AAP, 84-94 
seats to BJP, 6-10 seats for Congress and 0-4 seats to others.

The BJP has ruled MCD for three successive terms. The 
exit polls showed that Congress has failed to revive itself in 
the national capital. (ANI)

gujarat sees over 59% voter turnout
the highest voter turnout at 65.84 per cent, while Ahmed-
abad recorded the lowest voter turnout at 53.84 per cent. 
Gandhinagar witnessed a 59.14 per cent voter turnout, 
Anand recorded a voter turnout of 59.04 per cent, Arvalli 
60.18 per cent, Banaskantha 65.65 per cent, Chhotaudepur 
62.04 per cent, Dahod 55.80 per cent and Kheda 62.65 per 
cent.

Mahesana recorded a voter turnout of 61.01 per cent, Ma-
hisagar 54.26 per cent, Panchmahal 62.03 per cent, Patan 
57.28 and Vadodara 60.38 per cent.

Polling for the second and final phase of the Gujarat As-
sembly Elections for 93 Assembly constituencies across 14 
districts of north and central Gujarat began at 8 am amid 
tight security arrangements on Monday.

As many as 833 candidates from 61 parties were in the fray 
in the second phase of the Gujarat elections. Over 2.51 crore 
voters were eligible to exercise their franchise.

The Election Commission established 26,409 polling 
booths and nearly 36,000 Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs) were used for the purpose. Around 29,000 presid-
ing officers and over 84,000 polling officers were deployed 
to facilitate the second phase of polling.

During the first phase of polling on December 1, Gujarat 
saw an overall turnout of 63.14 per cent. Voting was held in 
89 constituencies in the first phase. Votes will be counted 
on December 8. 

make every indian part of g20 presi-
dency glory: pm
The other crucial agenda appears a “Sneh Milan campaign”, 
which the BJP is planning. 

PM Modi was greeted with a thunderous applause when 
he arrived at the BJP headquarters in Delhi on Monday 
afternoon to address a meeting of national office-bearers.

PM Modi inaugurated a two-day high-level meeting with 
officer bearers at BJP headquarters in the national capital.

The meeting is underway at BJP headquarters. PM Modi, 
BJP national president JP Nadda, the party’s State presi-
dents and general secretaries are among those present at 
the meeting. Nadda will preside over the two-day meeting 
of the office bearers.

National General secretaries Dushyant Gautam, Bhu-
pender Yadav, Baijant Panda, Tarun Chugh, and CT Ravi 
are participating in the meeting. Along with them, UP BJP 
president BJP president Bhupender Chaudhary, Uttra-
khand BJP president Mahendra Bhatt and other BJP state 
presidents are present at the meeting.

It is being told that in this meeting, the upcoming strate-
gies of the party will be discussed.

BJP national president JP Nadda lauded the efforts made 
by the Narendra Modi-led government in ensuring India 
gets the G20 presidency for the period of an entire year.

Addressing his party colleagues, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi highlighted what the G20 presidency meant for 
a country like India. He also instructed the party workers 
to focus on making this occasion glorious. “Make each and 
every Indian feel proud of this achievement and make them 
also a participant of this historic occasion,” sources said 
quoting Prime Minister Modi.

The sources further said that on the instructions of the 
Prime Minister, the party is likely to look at organising vari-
ous events and programmes, with focus on public partici-
pation, to showcase India’s prowess both culturally as well 
as traditionally.

The first G20 Sherpa meeting under India’s presidency 
started in Rajasthan’s Udaipur on Sunday. This was the first 
of the 200 such meetings that will take place across 55 cities 
in India over the next one year.

On Monday evening, at Rashtrapati Bhavan, a meeting 
of all political party presidents has been convened by the 
government to brief them about India’s G20 presidency. 
Top political leaders and party presidents, including Mal-
likarjun Kharge of Congress, Trinamool Congress supremo 
Mamata Banerjee, DMK chief MK Stalin and Naveen Pat-
naik of the Biju Janata Dal will be present at the meeting.

India formally assumed the G20 presidency from Indo-
nesia on December 1.

The G20 or Group of 20 is an intergovernmental forum 

of the world’s major developed and developing economies.
Last month, Indonesia handed over the G20 presidency 

to India in the presence of PM Modi at the Bali summit for 
the coming year.

BS3, BS4 diesel vehicles banned 
in delhi as air pollution menace 
persists
Sunday, the Commission for Air Quality Management 
(CAQM), a Union government panel recommending steps 
to control air pollution in the national capital, announced 
a temporary ban on construction and demolition activities 
in Delhi-NCR as part of its Graded Response Action Plan 
(GRAP). The announcement came after the air quality in 
Delhi and the national capital region breached the ‘severe’ 
category.

The CAQM, which on Sunday chaired a meeting to review 
the air quality in Delhi-NCR, put out a release saying, “As 
the AQI in Delhi has slipped into ‘severe’ category, the sub-
committee had decided that all actions, as envisaged under 
Stage III of the GRAP, be implemented in right earnest by all 
the agencies concerned, with immediate effect in the NCR, 
in addition to all action under Stage I and Stage II of the 
GRAP.”

The panel had further observed that the air quality saw 
a further deterioration over the last 24 hours, with Delhi’s 
overall Air Quality Index (AQI) at 407 on December 4, ac-
cording to Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).

In its order, the CAQM said it temporarily banned con-
struction activities, “with the exception of Metro Rail 
services, including stations; airport and inter-state bus 
terminals; railway services/stations; national security/
defence-related activities/ projects of national importance; 
hospitals/healthcare facilities; linear public projects such as 
highways, roads, flyovers, overbridges, power transmission, 
pipelines; sanitation projects like sewage treatment plants 
and water supply projects; ancillary activities specific to and 
supplementing above categories of projects”.

Milk and dairy units and those involved in the manufac-
turing of life-saving medical equipment, drugs and medi-
cines, were also exempted from the restrictions stipulated 
in the CAQM order.

Earlier on Saturday, the national capital woke up to smog 
with the Air Quality Index (AQI) recorded at 323 by the 
System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And Re-
search (SAFAR).

city of Joy author Lapierre passes 
away
— based on the hardships of a rickshaw puller in Kolkata — 
that turned out to be a massive success. It was also adapted 
for a movie in 1992 which starred Patrick Swayze and was 
directed by Roland Joffe.

Dominique Lapierre, who had a passion for India, passed 
away at the age of 91. His wife Dominique Conchon-Lapierre 
confirmed his passing away to a French newspaper Var-
Matin on Sunday. “At 91, he died of old age,” she told the 
newspaper, adding that she is “at peace and serene since 
Dominique is no longer suffering”.

Lapierre, who was born on July 30, 1931, in Chatelaillon, 
wrote many books on India like ‘Freedom at Midnight’ and 
‘City of Joy’, which sold millions of copies.

He was awarded the Padma Bhushan in 2008.
‘Freedom at Midnight’ is a factual account of the events 

leading up to Indian independence, beginning with the ap-
pointment of Lord Mountbatten of Burma as the last Vice-
roy of British India and ending with Mahatma Gandhi’s 
assassination and funeral.

His 1985 book ‘City of Joy’ describes the struggles of a 
rickshaw puller in Kolkata which was adapted into a film 
starring Patrick Swayze in 1992.

A lot of Lapierre’s royalty from ‘City of Joy’ was donated 
to charitable projects in India.

The City of Joy tells the story of the unsung heroes of Kol-
kata’s Pilkhana slum. Lapierre donated half of the revenues 
from this book to many humanitarian projects in Kolkata, 
including leprosy and polio children’s refuge centres, dis-
pensaries, schools, rehabilitation workshops, education 
programmes, hygienic actions, and hospital boats.

To process and channel the charitable money, he estab-
lished the Action Aid for Calcutta Lepers’ Children (reg-
istered in France as Action pour les enfants des lepreux de 
Calcutta).

Lapierre and Larry Collins wrote several other books to-
gether, the last being ‘Is New York Burning?’ in 2005.

‘O Jerusalem’ (1972), ‘Or I’ll Dress You in Mourning’ (1968), 
‘Freedom at Midnight’ (1975), ‘The Fifth Horseman’ (1980), 
along with ‘Is New York Burning?’ were co-written by the 
two legendary authors.

Jaishankar, german fm discuss 
terrorism from pakistan, china’s 
aggresion
I wish the European media would get it too.” Defending 
India’s import of crude oil from Moscow, Jaishankar also 
noted that it is largely driven by market forces.

“The European Union imported more fossil fuel - oil, gas 
and coal - from Russia than the next 10 countries combined. 
There is a finite amount of energy resources and Europe 
can’t make choices to prioritise its energy needs while ask-
ing India to do something else,” Jaishankar said. In a mes-
sage to the western countries, the EAM said that “Our trade 
with Russia is small, while most European countries have 
multiple times trade.”

Diplomatic sources told The Daily Guardian that the 
visiting German FM did not say anything that could be 
indicative of Berlin having any objection to India purchas-
ing Russian oil. Annalena Baerbock described India as a 
role model for many countries and noted that Berlin wants 
to bolster its security cooperation with New Delhi. India 
and Germany also inked a mobility partnership pact. Sig-
nificantly, Baerbock in an interview with a newspaper said, 

“We understand India’s economic constraints on Russian 
sanctions, oil price cap.”

In what is being viewed as her attempt to put to rest the 
controversy created over her support to Pakistan’s bid to 
internationalise the Kashmir issue, the German FM ahead 
of the Delhi visit reversed position on ‘Kashmir dispute’ and 
‘UN role’ saying that it is a  ‘bilateral issue’ between New 
Delhi and Islamabad.   

When asked about challenges facing the region from Chi-
na, Baerbock said that there is a need to assess the threats 
while describing Beijing as a competitor and rival in many 
ways. Sources said that the German FM assured Jaishankar 
of all necessary cooperation from Berlin to deal with chal-
lenges that China is posing in the Indo-Pacific and in other 
geographies. Her stress on ramping up security cooperation 
with India is being seen in context of Germany’s intention 
to focus more on Chinese challenges.

Jaishankar confirmed that the situation in Afghanistan 
and cross-border terrorism emanating from Pakistan fig-
ured in talks. Jaishankar categorically said that there cannot 
be talks with Pakistan if it continues cross-border terrorism.

Sources said that the two ministers comprehensively dis-
cussed the issue of terror groups rearing their heads again 
in Afghanistan, with the Taliban region leaving a lot to be 
desired in the fight against the terror elements. The German 
FM shared India’s concern over terrorism emanating from 
the territory under control of Pakistan, sources said.

Baerbock arrived in India this morning on a two-day visit, 
four days after India formally took over the presidency of 
the G-20 grouping.

“We discussed multilateral issues, including the UNSC 
reforms and India’s presidency of the G20. We connected 
on the G4 format as well. I know that Germany supports 
India’s bid for permanent membership of the UNSC,” Jais-
hankar said, adding, “We had a fairly extensive discussion 
on Afghanistan and Pakistan. A lot of conversation on Af-
ghanistan was with regards to the situation on the ground.”

“Regarding Pakistan, I spent some time outlining the 
nature of our ties with the country and our concerns over 
cross-border terrorism. We cannot have talks while there is 
terrorism and I think there was understanding from their 
side,” he added.

On Ukraine, Jaishankar said that India’s position on the is-
sue is clear, that this is not an era of war and that the conflict 
should be resolved through dialogue.

“The Russian war in Ukraine has put the whole world in 
a difficult condition. I would like to explicitly thank you for 
taking the Presidency of the G20. You will shape with great 
responsibility,” Annalena Baerbock said.

“India is taking this Presidency at a challenging time. Cli-
mate change is putting livelihoods under threat. The G20 is 
not only responsible for 80% of the emissions but also has a 
major part in the damage to the climate. To help India build 
its energy transition, last week we made 10 billion Euros 
available till 2030. In addition to the climate crisis, we also 
spoke about regional challenges,” Baerbock added.

On the signing of the mobility pact between India and 
Germany, Jaishnakar said it is a strong signal of basis for 
a more contemporary bilateral partnership. The pact will 
make it easier for people to study, do research and work in 
each other’s country.

 dengue raises its ugly head again in 
national capital
during the last week, however, 44 cases of Chikungunya 
have been reported so far this year.

Earlier on November 24, Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Min-
ister Brajesh Pathak had instructed the team of doctors and 
paramedical staff to remain ready for 24 hours in the hospi-
tal to deal with viral, dengue, chikungunya and other fevers.

He had further instructed that the medicines should be 
made available to OPD and admitted patients from the 
hospital itself and the Officers should keep periodically 
checking the stock in main drug stores, said a government 
statement.

As per the statement, Deputy Chief Minister Brijesh 
Pathak directed the CMOs and CMs across the state to pro-
vide better treatment to the patients.

“The medicines of the hospital should be provided to the 
patients. For this, make arrangements for adequate antibi-
otics and medicines used in the treatment of fever in the 
hospital. Doctors prescribe the medicines available in the 
hospital to the patients,” he had said.

The UP Deputy CM also asked the medical teams to lay 
focus on stocking up of medicines for heart, sugar and blood 
pressure, so that there is no shortage of medicines in emer-
gencies.

“The medicines for at least 15 days or more should be made 
available to the patients. So that the patients do not have to 
visit the hospital frequently. Patients find it inconvenient 
to come to the hospital in winter. Take special care of the 
patient’s health in cold,” he said.

He further said that there is no shortage of medicines in 
government hospitals.

“UP Medical Supplies Corporation is providing medicines 
to all the hospitals as per their requirement. At the same 
time, the corporation has been asked to provide a stock of 
medicines for four to six months according to the require-
ment of the hospital,” he had said.

The UP Deputy CM also instructed on saving medicines 
from getting expired.

‘Medicines should have an expiry date of one to two years. 
So that due to the close expiry, there is a risk of spoilage 
of medicines. Not only this, the hospitals where the expiry 
date of medicines is near, they can send medicines to other 
hospitals to avoid spoilage of medicines,” he had added.

forced religious conversion ‘serious 
issue’: Supreme court
steps to control fraudulent religious conversion by “intimi-
dation, threatening, deceivingly luring through gifts and 
monetary benefits”.

The Centre told the court it is collecting information from 
states on religious conversion through such means.

Appearing before a bench of Justices M R Shah and C T 
Ravikumar, Solicitor General Tushar Mehta sought time to 

furnish detailed information on the issue.
“We are gathering information from the states. Give us a 

week’s time,” Mehta said.
He said statutory the regime will determine whether a 

person is converting due to some change in belief.
The top court acknowledged forced religious conversion 

is a very serious matter.
When a lawyer questioned the maintainability of the plea, 

the bench said,”Do not be so technical. We are here to find a 
solution. We are here for a cause. We are here to set things 
right. If the purpose of the charity is good then it is welcome 
but what is required to be considered is the intention.

“Do not take it as adversarial. It is a very serious issue. 
Ultimately it is against our Constitution. When everyone 
stays in India, they have to act per the culture of India,” the 
bench observed.

The apex court will now take up the matter on December 
12.

Forced religious conversion may pose a danger to national 
security and impinge on religious freedom of citizens, the 
top court had said recently, and asked the Centre to step in 
and make sincere efforts to tackle the “very serious” issue.

power cut kills 4 newborns in chhat-
tisgarh
the death of the four children was revealed.

The relatives alleged carelessness on the part of hospital 
authorities, leading to the death of their children. They were 
informed about the death of their children only after a day.

Chief medical and health officer Dr Poonam Singh Sisodia 
said that the electricity supply to the hospital had definitely 
stopped for some time, but the ventilator and oxygen sup-
port system was on. The condition of the children was al-
ready critical, he said.

Dean of the hospital Ramanesh Murthy, Collector Kundan 
Kumar and CMHO Sisodia reached the children’s ward to 
assess the situation.

The victim was identified as Uday Singh, a resident of Bai-
jnathpur in the Surajpur district and he was admitted to 
the SNCU on October 12 after his birth in the hospital. His 
condition did not improve even after treatment here.

Mahesh Kumar, a resident of Rajpur in Balrampur dis-
trict, was born on September 10 and he was hospitalized 
here on October 13 due to breathing problems. Devanand, 
a resident of Darima Nawanagar in the Surguja district, 
was born on September 19. Due underweight, he was ad-
mitted to the hospital on September 19.

Brijkeshwar, a resident of Udaipur Laxman Nagar in 
Surguja, was born on October 14 at the Udaipur CHC. Af-
ter being referred by the doctor as his condition deterio-
rated, he was referred to Ambikapur.

The dean of the hospital told the media that four chil-
dren who died were suffering from birth asphyxia dis-
ease which is usually found in pre-mature babies who 
also do not cry at the time of birth. The supply of oxygen 
to the brain of such children is blocked making them even 
weaker. That’s why before admitting such children, the 
whole situation was explained to the family members. In-
formation was already given about the condition of their 
children. We were trying our best, but could not succeed 
in saving the children.

centre, rBi defend note ban in Sc
The Reserve Bank of India and the Centre on Monday de-
fended the Centre’s decision to demonetise the old currency 
notes of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 before the Supreme Court of 
India as it said that procedure was followed.

Appearing for Centre, Attorney General R Venkatramani 
and representing RBI, senior advocate Jaideep Gupta has 
defended the Centre’s demonetisation decision before a five-
judge constitution bench of the Supreme Court. The AG said 
that there were two primary reasons that Section 26 of the 
RBI Act cannot be considered excessive delegation as the 
Section 3 of the RBI Act transfers the complete powers of 
the RBI for taking over the management of currency to the 
central government and transfer of power is not the same 
as delegation of power.

Jaideep Gupta said that the procedure laid down has been 
followed and the process cannot be criticised on the ground 
of procedure lapse on the part of RBI and Centre.

During the hearing, the Supreme Court raised the argu-
ment made by the petitioner that RBI has supremacy relat-
ing to currency issues and recommendations should have 
emanated from RBI, not from the central government. AG 
replied that in an important monetary policy Section 26 aids 
both for them as RBI and the government acted in consulta-
tion. Section 26(2) of the RBI act cannot be read in isolation, 
the Centre said.

RBI, represented by Advocate-on-Record HS Parihar 
and Advocates Kuldeep Parihar and Ikshita Parihar, in an 
additional affidavit has said that in compliance with the 
provisions of Section 26 of RBI Act read with the Reserve 
Bank of India General Regulations, 1949, the meeting of the 
Central Board of the RBI was held on November 8, 2016, 
and after detailed deliberations, the Board concluded that 
in larger public interest, the balance of advantage would lie 
in the withdrawal of legal tender status of Rs 500 and Rs 
1,000 currency notes currently in circulation and passed 
the resolution.

After the resolution was passed, the same was communi-
cated to the central government on 8th November 8, 2016, 
RBI said in its affidavit.

Section 26(2) in The Reserve Bank of India Act deals with 
the recommendation of the Central Board the 2 [Central 
Government] may, by notification in the Gazette of India, 
declare that, with effect from such date as may be specified 
in the notification, any series of bank notes of any denomi-
nation shall cease to be legal tender 3 (save at such office or 
agency of the Bank and to such extent as may be specified 
in the notification).

A five-judge bench of Justices Abdul Nazeer, BR Gavai, 
AS Bopanna, V Ramasubramanian and BV Nagarathna 
was hearing petitions challenging the Centre’s decision to 
demonetise currency notes of Rs 500 and 1,000 in 2016.

RBI said that it is not correct to contend that roles of RBI 
and the government were reversed and that the requisite 
procedure was abandoned.
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ALLEGATIONS

Dibrugarh University ragging 
incident prime accused Rahul 
Chetry on Monday morning 
surrendered before the As-
sam Police.

Police arrested Chetry, who 
has been untraceable since 
27th November, when an M 
Com student allegedly jumped 
off a hostel building to escape 
further harassment. Shwetank 

Mishra, Superintendent of Po-
lice of Dibrugarh district told 
ANI that, he surrendered at 
Lekhapani Police Station in 
the neighbouring Tinsukia dis-
trict. “Police have so far arrest-
ed seven persons in connection 
with the Dibrugarh University 
ragging incident,” the SP of Di-
brugarh district said.

Earlier, the authority of Di-
brugarh University had sus-
pended three wardens of the 

hostel of the varsity.
Anand Sharma, an M Com 

student of the state-run Dibru-
garh University had allegedly 
jumped off the second floor of 
his PNGB hostel building on 
27th November. It is alleged 
that Sharma resorted to the 
step as he was fed up with 
being ragged by his seniors. 
Sharma was immediately 
rushed to a private hospital 
and his condition is said to 

be critical. Dibrugarh Police 
registered a case, based on a 
complaint filed by Sharma’s 
parents against five persons 
allegedly involved in the in-
cident. Dibrugarh Deputy 
Commissioner Biswajit Pegu 
informed on November 28 
that he has ordered a Magis-
terial Inquiry and Additional 
Deputy Commissioner (ADC) 
Sanghamitra Baruah will lead 
the inquiry.

Singer Lucky Ali has taken to 
social media to seek help re-
garding a property he owns in 
Bengaluru.

In a long Facebook post on 
Sunday evening, Lucky Ali 
claimed that he has become a 
target of an alleged land grab 
by a mafia in Bengaluru. In 
fact, he has also accused an IAS 

officer of being a conspirator in 
this whole matter. He shared 
a letter on Facebook that he 

wrote to the DGP of Karnataka 
mentioning the names of the 
accused members of the land 
mafia and an IAS officer. Ali 
is currently in Dubai, but his 
farm is at Kenchenahalli Yela-
hanka, Bengaluru. He stated 
that his family and children are 
alone on the farm and that he 
is yet to receive a satisfactory 
response. He has also accused 
the local police of failing to as-
sist him and siding with the 

“encroachers.”
In the letter, Lucky Ali men-

tioned that his farm, a “Trust 
Property located in Kenche-
nahalli Yelahanka”, is under 
illegal encroachment by “Sud-
hir Reddy (and Madhu Reddy) 
from the Bangalore Land Ma-
fia”. “With the help of his wife 
who is an IAS Officer by the 
name of Rohini Sindhuri they 
are misusing state resources 
for their personal gain. 

DIBRUGARH UNIVERSITY RAGGING: PRIME 
ACCUSED SURRENDERS BEFORE POLICE

LUCKY ALI CLAIMS HIS BENGALURU FARM ENCROACHED 
BY LAND MAFIA, SEEKS POLICE HELP

ALERTREINCARNATION OF PFI?

Heavy rains are predicted 
to lash Tamil Nadu and Pu-
ducherry from 7th-9th De-
cember due to low pressure 
over the southern part of the 
Andaman Sea and adjoining 
areas under the influence of 
a cyclonic circulation over 
the South Andaman Sea and 
adjoining equatorial Indian 
Ocean-Strait of Malacca, the 
Indian Met Department said 
on Monday.

The IMD in its bulletin 
today said that the cyclonic 
circulation extends upto mid-
tropospheric levels is likely to 
move north-west and concen-
trate into a great depression 
over south-east Bay of Ben-
gal, by Tuesday evening. An-
daman & Nicobar Islands is 
likely to receive light to mod-
erate rainfall on December 
5along with isolated heavy 
rainfall on Wednesday, 6th 
December. Also, enhanced 
rainfall is expected to com-
mence over the north coastal 
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and 
Karaikal from December 7 

mid-night. It is expected to 
turn from heavy to very 
heavy and extremely heavy 
at some places of North Tamil 
Nadu and Puducherry on 8th 
December, Thursday. Some 
places of Tamil Nadu may 
also receive very heavy rain-
fall on Friday, 9th December. 
The depression is likely to in-
tensify further into a cyclonic 
storm and reach South-west 
Bay of Bengal near North 
Tamil Nadu-Puducherry and 
the adjoining south Andhra 
Pradesh coasts by the morn-
ing of December 8, when it 
is expected to have its land-
fall. The wind speed will be 
reaching upto 90 kmph over 

the south-west Bay of Bengal 
on Thursday. It will gradually 
decrease thereafter.

Wind speed gusting upto 
60 kmph is likely to com-
mence along Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry, South Andhra 
Pradesh and north Sri Lank-
an coasts from Thursday 
morning, gusting at a speed 
of 80 kmph till Friday morn-
ing. The wind speed would 
gradually decrease to 45-55 
kmph to 65 kmph by Friday 
evening.

The sea condition is expect-
ed to be very during this pe-
riod and fishermen have been 
asked not to venture into the 
sea until the storm subsides.

Low pressure mounts over 
Andaman Sea, heavy rain expected 
TDG NETWORK
AMRAVATI  

FUND

In an attempt to accelerate 
efforts to achieve $1 trillion 
economy goal, the Uttar 
Pradesh Government headed 
by Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath presented a supple-
mentary budget of Rs 337.89 
billion (Rs 3378954.67 lakh) 
in both houses of the state 
legislature on Monday.

Presented by Parliaman-
tary Affairs Minister Suresh 
Kumar Khanna on the first 
day of the winter session 
of the state legislature, the 
budget proposes Rs 140 bil-
lion (14,000 crore) for new 
schemes. The supplemen-
tary budget also proposes 
Rs 2.96 billion (Rs 296 crore) 
for organizing the upcoming 
Global Investor Summit to be 
held in Uttar Pradesh in Feb-
ruary 2023 and Rs 8.99 bil-
lion (Rs 899 crore) for Smart 
City project.

Furthermore, the supple-
mentary budget proposes Rs 
2 billion (Rs 200 crore) for 
Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti 

Yojana and Rs 1 billion (Rs 
100 crore) for start ups and 
incubator.

The budget makes the high-
est provision of Rs 80 billion 
for industrial development 
authorities to develop private 
industrial parks and hubs.

Besides, the supplementary 
budget proposes Rs 5.21 bil-
lion for organizing Prayagraj 
Kumbh on a grand note and 
Rs 4 billion for the construc-
tion of court complexes in 10 
districts under a pilot project.

Chief Minister Yogi’s ambi-
tious CM Fellowship scheme 
has also been taken care of in 
the budget, while financial 
proposals Have been made 

for furthering Swachh Bharat 
Mission, Amrit Yojana, Smart 
City and Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana.

Moreover, the budget pro-
vides Rs 20 billion for the 
widening and strengthen-
ing of roads and Rs 3 billion 
for distribution of free tab-
lets and smartphones to the 
youth. The budget proposes 
Rs 50 million (Rs 5 crore) for 
the establishment of music 
college at Hariharpur in Aza-
mgarh. Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath on Monday also 
inaugurated the ruling party 
and opposition lobbies in ad-
dition to the new corridor in 
Vidhan Bhavan. 

UP BUDGET: RS 337.89 BN TO 
ACCELERATE DEVELOPMENT
TDG NETWORK
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DEMONSTRATION

DENIAL

The Left Democratic Front 
(LDF) faced heavy backlash 
from the Opposition on the 
first day of the Kerala As-
sembly Session on Monday. 
The Opposition raised 
their concern on the ongo-
ing Vizhinjam port issue in 
which five people have been 
arrested so far. 

On 27th November, the pro-
test of the fishermen against 
Adani’s seaport turned 
violent and the Vizhinjam 
Police arrested five fishers. 
The police also registered 
cases against the Arch Bish-
op and the auxiliary bishop 
of Thiruvananthapuram, 
as well as several priests for 
allegedly blocking trucks 
which led to a scuffle here. 
However, four of the five pro-
testers were released later. 
Kerala Transport Minister 
Antony Raju on Saturday 
said that the Adani Group ap-
proached the High Court re-
questing the security cover of 
central forces in its port con-
struction site in Vizhinjam. 
“Adani Group approached 
the High Court requesting 

the security cover of central 
forces in its port construc-
tion site,” the minister said 
adding that the govern-
ment should not oppose 
Adani Group’s demand. 
The Opposition also raised 
the issue of Mayor Arya Ra-
jendran’s purported letter 
controversy, where she has 
categorically denied writ-
ing any letter to the CPI(M) 
Thiruvananthapuram Dis-
trict Secretary Aanavoor 
Nagappan over appoint-
ments of municipal corpora-
tion’s 295 temporary posts. 
The government also submit-
ted that “there was no materi-
al produced by the petitioner 
to prove the allegation against 
the Mayor. So far the letters 
are concerned, where is the 
offence, that’s the question.” 

The petition was filed by GS 
Sreekumar, former council-
lor of Thiruvananthapuram 
corporation seeking a Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) probe in the letter row. 
In the letter, it has been 
alleged that Thiruvana-
nthapuram Mayor Arya 
Rajendran has written to 
the Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) district 
secretary and demanded 
a priority list for appoint-
ing party members to 295 
temporary posts in the 
municipal corporation. 
The petition alleged that the 
act of nepotism of the Mayor 
and of the Councillors is 
very much against the oath 
taken by both of them at the 
time of swearing in as coun-
cillors in the Corporation. 

A suo motu case was reg-
istered in Karnataka after 
wall writings (graffiti) of 
“Join CFI” (Campus Front 
of India), a subsidiary stu-
dent wing of banned or-
ganization PFI were seen 
in several parts of Shirala-
koppa town of Shivamogga 
district.

According to Superinten-
dent of Police GK Mithun 
Kumar, the case was reg-
istered on Sunday at Shi-
ralakoppa Police Station 
of Shikaripura Taluk after 
the “Join CFI” graffiti was 
found in at least nine places 
in the town. Search for the 
accused is underway. On 
November 28, the graffiti 
were seen during police pa-
trol and was immediately 
removed.

The Superintendent of 
Police says that “Join PFI” 
paintings are most likely to 
have been painted before 
the formal ban of PFI (Pop-
ular Front of India).

Hours after an offer made by 
Nationalist Congress Party’s 
(NCP) state president PC 
Chacko, Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor made it clear that he 
is not going to NCP. Tharoor 
also said that there was no 
such matter discussed with 
PC Chacko.

Shashi Tharoor reacted to 
Chacko’s comment today at 
Kochi while he was speaking 
to reporters. Tharoor said, “I 
need to be welcomed if I am 
going there. I am not going to 
NCP. Such matters were not 
discussed with PC Chacko.”

It was yesterday that 
Chacko, who was in Con-
gress for a long time wel-
comed Tharoor to his party 
at Kannur. The NCP leader 
said, “If Congress MP Shashi 
Tharoor comes to NCP, we 
will accept him warmly. 
Shashi Tharoor will remain 

as Thiruvananthapuram MP 
even if the Congress party 
rejects him. I do not know 
why Congress is ignoring 
Tharoor.” Chacko also said, 
“Shashi Tharoor is the only 
Congress leader capable of 
challenging the BJP. Can any 
of the Congress leaders in 
Kerala express the opinion 
expressed by Shashi Tharoor 
on the issue of the construc-
tion of Vizhinjam port. It is 
an example of Tharoor’s po-
litical maturity. Can any of the 
Congress leaders in Kerala 
make such an opinion?”

KERALA: OPPOSITION PROTESTS AGAINST 
LDF ON OPENING DAY OF ASSEMBLY SESSION

'JOIN CFI' GRAFFITI 
ON WALLS IN 
SHIVAMOGGA, CASE 
REGISTERED

'I am not going to NCP,' 
Shashi Tharoor rejects 
Chacko’s invitation
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VK Sasikala paid flo-
ral tribute to former 
Tamil Nadu Chief 

Minister J Jayalalithaa on her 
death anniversary today, at 
Jaya Memorial in Chennai.

Speaking to reporters, Sa-
sikala said, “38 years ago we 
united AIADMK. AIADMK 
cadres are wishing for unit-
ed AIADMK only. For sure 
that will happen very soon.” 
“AIADMK only will lead 
the alliance in the upcom-
ing general election. You will 
see soon who will lead the 
AIADMK on that. Cadres 
have total belief in me that I 
will unite the AIADMK,” Sa-
sikala added.

Earlier in the day, former 
Tamil Nadu Deputy chief 
minister O Panneerselvam 

hinted at the reunion with All 
India Anna Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (AIADMK) 
when he said that the party 
could grow only if “we re-
unite”.

After paying floral tribute 
to former chief minister J 
Jayalalithaa at Jaya Memorial 
in Chennai, ousted AIADMK 

leader O Panneerselvam 
said, “Only if we reunite can 
we grow the party together.”

The six times chief minister 
of Tamil Nadu Jayalalithaa 
died on December 5, 2016, af-
ter undergoing treatment at a 
hospital in Chennai.

On 19th October, Sasikala 
had said that she is ready to 

face all enquiries against her 
over the death of Jayalalithaa.

Reacting to the allegations 
of the Arumughaswamy 
committee after the panel 
called for an investigation 
against Sasikala, among 
three others, the expelled 
AIADMK leader said “I deny 
all the allegations levelled 
against me in the report”.

Arumughaswamy Com-
mission constituted to probe 
the death of former Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister and 
AIADMK leader J Jayala-
lithaa has called for an in-
vestigation against Sasikala, 
among three others.

In a statement, Sasikala 
said, “I am not taking this 
blame as a big thing. This is 
not new to me. There are a 
lot of ways to make me po-
litically weak. But it pains 

me as they made our Amma 
(Jayalalitha) death a contro-
versial one. Jayalalitha and I 
were not siblings but sisters. 
It was an example of good 
friendship. We lived our 
lives like that only.”

“Now they have made 
Arumughaswamy Com-
mission report as politics. 
No matter how many times 
they probe me but the truth 
will not change. There is 
no suspicion of our Amma 
(Jayalalitha) death. I never 
interfered in the medical 
treatment of Jayalalitha. I 
have not studied medicine. 
Apollo hospital is not a hos-
pital where they need my 
opinion to treat Jayalalitha. 
I deny all the allegations 
against me from the report. 
Regarding this, I am ready to 
face all inquiries on this.” 

CADRES HAVE TOTAL BELIEF IN ME THAT 
I WILL UNITE AIADMK: SASIKALA
TDG NETWORK
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V.K. Sasikala

Shashi Tharoor

CM Yogi Adityanath during the  budget presentation.

Protest in Kerala Assembly session by the opposition.

Singer Lucky Ali

TOP OF THE DAY

FIRE BREAKS OUT 
IN RESIDENTIAL 
AREA IN 
GUWAHATI
GUWAHATI: A fire broke 
out at Basistha Amrit 
Nagar area in Guwa-
hati on Monday. The fire 
broke out at the densely 
populated Nepalibasti 
area in Basistha Amrit 
Nagar in Guwahati. 
Several houses were 
damaged in the fire. 
After getting informa-
tion, fire tenders rushed 
to the spot. Local 
police also arrived. “Fire 
tenders controlled the 
fire. No casualties were 
reported,” said Guwa-
hati Police. The cause 
of the fire is yet to be 
ascertained. 

HARIDWAR:  DOG 
ATTACKS CHILD, 
COMPLAINT 
REGISTERED
HARIDWAR : A 9-year-
old boy was attacked 
by a pit-bull dog in 
Haridwar on Monday, 
informed the police. City 
Circle Officer Manoj Ku-
mar Thakur informed 
reporters that a com-
plaint was registered 
against the owner of the 
dog. “The child’s father 
lodged a complaint and 
on the basis of which 
a case was registered 
against the owner of the 
dog, Shubham, under 
section 289 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC). Fur-
ther action in the matter 
is underway,” he said. 
Notably, incidents of 
dogs attacking children 
have increased lately.

 7 DEAD AS TRUCK 
CRUSHES  
BYSTANDERS IN 
MP’S RATLAM
RATLAM: Seven per-
sons were killed and 
nine injured after a 
truck crushed bystand-
ers and people on a bike 
following a tyre burst at 
Satrunda crossroads 
in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Ratlam district. Ratlam 
District Collector 
Narendra Kumar 
Suryavanshi said, “The 
incident occurred on 
Sunday evening. A truck 
lost control after its 
tyre burst and hit the 
bystanders in which five 
persons died on the spot 
and 11 people sustained 
injuries in the incident. 
They were immediately 
admitted to the hospital.” 
Later, two more suc-
cumbed to injuries and 
the toll reached seven. 

MP: 3 HELD FOR 
ATTEMPTING LOOT 
WITH ELDERLY 
WOMAN 
SHAHJAHAPUR: Three 
miscreants were ar-
rested for allegedly 
attempting loot with an 
elderly woman in Aditya 
Nagar locality of Madhya 
Pradesh’s Shajapur 
district, the police said 
on Monday. The accused 
attempted the loot in the 
evening on December 
1 and the incident was 
captured in the CCTV 
cameras installed at the 
spot. Shajapur Super-
intendent of Police (SP) 
Jagdish Davar said, “The 
complainant Sheela 
Bai (52) lives with her 
mother, Shanta Bai in 
Aditya Nagar. During the 
evening, three accused 
entered her house and 
they tried to snatch 
chain.  
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While India is cel-
ebrating democ-
racy in action, it 

cannot forget the poison and 
rancour that came up due to 
the Congress’ inability to 
keep the campaign within 
norms of civilized behaviour. 
The abuses the party hurled 
against Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi demonstrated 
that the Congress has no 
love lost for democracy or 
the institution of the Prime 
Minister.

Gujarat voted for a new As-
sembly yesterday. Himachal 
Pradesh voted on 12 Novem-
ber. Two crucial votes i.e., for 
the municipal corporation 
of Delhi on 4 December and 
for the by-elections in Uttar 
Pradesh yesterday also took 
place. We will have to wait 
to know how people have 
voted and the next two days 
belong clearly to the pollsters 
with their predictions, claims 

and counter-claims on who is 
more accurate and why.

To call it celebration of de-
mocracy is the most apt de-
scription. Since polls have 
already taken place, the 
trend in one state would not 
be able to affect the trends 
in others. This shows no In-
dian state is living an isolated 
existence and there is better 
integration in terms of voters’ 
expectations and the mood. 
The Election Commission of 
India must be given full credit 
for conducting such a high-
voltage campaign.

The same cannot be said 
for the Congress that has 
ruled the country for so 
long. It has brought down 
the political discourse by 
launching personal attacks 
against the Prime Minister. 
It was clear demonstration 
of its ways to concede defeat. 
Earlier too, the Congress had 
used expletives for Narendra 
Modi when it was faced with 
a certain defeat.

One expected that senior 
Congress leader and new 
party president Mallikarjun 
Kharge would bring some se-
riousness to the party due to 
his vast experience in public 
life. But he too has walked the 
wrong path and attested that 
he too belongs to the hate-Mo-
di brigade and he would do 
the biding of Rahul Gandhi. 
Describing Narendra Modi 

as “Ravaan with hundred 
heads” must have shocked 
the nation’s conscience—the 
most popular Prime Minister 
being described this way.

The controversy had yet to 
die down when a Congress 
leader from Karnataka, V.S. 
Ugrappa, described Modu as 
“Bhasmasur”, a demon in In-
dian mythology. One should 
not forget that Sonia Gandhi 
had abused Modi in Gujarat 
in 2007 Assembly elections 
by calling him “maut ka sau-
dagar”. Congress’ Lok Sabha 
candidate Imran Masood has 
declared during his campaign 
in 2014 that he would “chop 
Modi into tiny pieces”. The 
Congress later rewarded him 
by giving him important as-
signments and made him the 
AICC secretary.

We know how Rahul Gan-
dhi created a fiction of scam 
in the Rafael deal and kept on 
abusing the Prime Minister as 
“Chowkidar Chor hai”. This 
had become his campaign 
theme during the 2019 Lok 
Sabha elections. He even mis-
guided people by making it 
appear as if his criticism has 
the endorsement of the Su-
preme Court for which he 
had to apologise to the Court. 
People reprimanded Rahul 
Gandhi’s chicanery by giving 
Modi a much bigger mandate.

The Congress has tried to 
defend the recent attacks on 
Modi by citing his raincoat 
description for Dr Manmo-
han Singh when he was re-
plying to issues raised dur-
ing a debate in Parliament on 
the Motion of Thanks to the 
President’s speech in Febru-
ary 2017. Ex-Prime Minister 
Dr Manmohan Singh has 
criticised the Modi govern-
ment’s demonetization policy 

as “organised loot and legal-
ised plunder”.

Modi responded by saying: 
“For the past 30-35 years, 
Manmohan Singhji has been 
directly associated with fi-
nancial decisions. There 
were many scams around 
him, but his own image re-
mained clean. Dr Sahab is the 
only person who knows the 
art of bathing in a bathroom 
with a raincoat on (bathroom 
me raincoat pehenke nahana 
sirf doctor saab jaante hain),” 
the PM said.

Modi’s was the most civi-
lized way of putting his criti-
cisms much better than the 
learned Dr Singh who was 
crass by calling it “loot” and 
“plunder”. But the Congress 
protested and walked out 
only to be reminded by Modi 
that they should have the guts 
to listen to criticisms when 
they use abusive language to 
describe the decision taken by 
another Prime Minister.

Modi during his campaign 
for the 2014 Lok Sabha elec-
tions had condemned then 
Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Nawaz Sharif for reportedly 
describing Dr Manmohan 
Singh as “dehati aurat”. “No-
body has the right to insult 
the Prime Minister who rep-
resents 125 crore people”, he 
had said. This shows Modi’s 
deep respect for the country 
and its institutions. Sharif 
had apparently said that 
Dr Singh used to complaint 
to the US President Barak 
Obama against Pakistan “like 
a dehati aurat”, a remark 
which Sharif later denied. 
However, the remark was 
reported widely till Modi 
raised the issue.

It is quite possible that at 
times such statements come 

in frustrations when one sees 
that the political fortunes are 
not picking up. But one can 
always make up by apolo-
gising for the momentary 
lapse of judgement. But the 
Congress has never been 
apologetic showing that the 
remarks are a part of the Con-
gress thinking. As observed 
by Modi during his campaign 
in the Panchmahal district of 
Gujarat on 2 December:

“It does not surprise me 
that they have used such 
abusive words for me… But 
what surprises me is that the 
Congress party and their top 
leaders never officially apolo-
gise… Yes, one can say things 
in a fit of rage but an apology 
can follow…The Congress 
thinks it is its right to insult 
the Prime Minister of the 
country and downgrade the 
Prime Minister”.

“If they had any faith in 
democracy, they would not 
have done this. Their faith is 
not in democracy but in one 
family… There is a competi-
tion in Congress to abuse 
Modi. Every leader hopes 
to make the abuses bigger, 
more frequent, more acer-
bic… Recently, one of them 
said Modi will die a dog’s 
death, another said Modi 
will die like Hitler, then they 
were waiting for Pakistan to 
kill me… and then one said, 
‘If I get a chance, I will kill 
Modi’… They call me Ravan, 
rakshas, and cockroach.”

The Congress must not 
forget that such pains from 
the Prime Minister would be 
the death knell for the party’s 
political future. It is their 
good luck that Modi suffers 
but does not retaliate; oth-
erwise, there are numerous 
examples when the United 

Progressive Alliance (UPA) 
government tried all tricks 
to fix Modi and Amit Shah. 
Using their echo system, they 
tried to defame and break 
Modi but every time they 
conclude they have finished 
him, Modi has thrown sur-
prise by emerging stronger.

We just need to recall how 
Rahul Gandhi after 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls has started talk-
ing like the Prime Minister 
in the waiting till the results 
showed a Modi tsunami. 
“Modi’s days are over” Rahul 
had declared and he had even 
said that he would order an 
inquiry into the Rafale deal.

Why should one grudge if 
Modi campaigns for munic-
ipal polls or Assembly polls 
or Lok Sabha elections? The 
BJP is fortunate to have such 
a charismatic leader and the 
party would use him wher-
ever he is needed depending 
upon his time. The Congress 
would be right to criticise if 
they can prove that gover-
nance has suffered.

You can’t grudge if the BJP 
deploys the galaxy of leaders 
it has for electoral campaign. 
That can hardly be a ground 
for criticism if you know how 
a party functions. Consider-
ing that election times are 
testing times of the party’s 
strength and popularity, ev-
ery party leader and worker 
wants to participate in the 
campaign. Elections are the 
time for public debates. All 
issues would crop up, includ-
ing the ways the Congress 
has worked against the in-
terests of Gujarat. Rather 
than trying to reply to those 
charges and fix the BJP on 
failures, the Congress in-
dulges in abusing the Prime 
Minister.

Congress is losing the 
narrative war
The abuses that the party has been hurling at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi have demonstrated that the Congress has no love 
lost for democracy or the institution of the Prime Minister.

‘PROCEEDS OF CRIME’

ABUSING PM MODI

If taking U-turns could have been made into an art 
form, German Foreign Minister Annalena Baer-
bock would have been considered to be the high 
priestess of it. It was not too long ago that this min-
ister from Germany’s Greens party behaved like a 
greenhorn and declared that the United Nations 
needed to intervene in Jammu and Kashmir to 
uphold human rights. She said this while stand-
ing next to Bilawal Zardari, the Foreign Minister 
of Pakistan, who could not contain his glee, even 
as Pakistanis went to town claiming that this was 
the beginning of the end of India’s claim on Jammu 
and Kashmir. In fact, Baerbock made her statement 
in her second interaction with her Pakistani coun-
terpart, in October 2022. Her first meeting with 
Zardari and Co., in her capacity as foreign minis-
ter, was in June 2022, when she was in Pakistan, 
soon after assuming her ministerial chair. It is not 
known what exactly Germany-Pakistan relations 
are all about, except for Pakistan acting as a mid-
dleman between the Nato and the various Af-Pak 
terrorists that the Nato countries want to strike a 
deal with. But Pak-
istani hospitality 
seems to have had 
quite an effect on 
the 41-year-old 
minister for her to 
stick her neck out 
and pass off her 
possibly personal 
beliefs as German 
government poli-
cy. Obviously, the 
minister had not 
been briefed on the 
impact such a com-
ment would have 
on India-Germany 
relations. Or perhaps the comment was made de-
liberately, as a show of unhappiness with India’s 
refusal to fall in line with the Nato diktat of sanc-
tioning Russia. Whatever be the case, Ms Baerbock 
has taken a U-turn since then, as reflected in her 
latest comment before her India visit, that Kashmir 
did not need external intervention and should be 
sorted out by India and Pakistan.

This statement set the tone and tenor of the Ger-
man minister’s ongoing visit to India. She was seen 
in New Delhi on Monday, waxing eloquent on the 
greatness of Indian democracy. Of particular sig-
nificance was her comment on the “partnership of 
values” that the two countries shared, which ap-
parently, Germany does not share with any other 
country in the region. If this does not cause severe 
heartburn in Rawalpindi GHQ, as it sees its policy 
of anti-India propaganda unravel, it is not known 
what will. In fact, Baerbock has also been enlight-
ened by the Indians about Pakistan’s involvement 
in terrorist activities.

The moot point is that Annalena Baerbock has 
discovered that India has a centrality in 21st cen-
tury geopolitics and that neither formulating an 
Indo-Pacific strategy nor tackling climate change 
is possible without India taking a lead role in all 
this. Then there is the matter of G20, where India 
is emerging as the leader of the Global South, as it 
holds the presidency for a year. Also, India and Ger-
many, along with Japan and Brazil are strong con-
tenders for a UNSC seat, so it makes sense for them 
to bring their joint heft on the table when seeking 
an expansion of the UNSC. These are the broad is-
sues that are expected to decide India-Germany re-
lations, not fake propaganda by Rawalpindi GHQ.

As for India’s oil purchases from Russia, the Ger-
man minister could not have criticised India, given 
her own country’s and the European Union’s de-
pendence on Russian fossil fuel, but as External 
Affairs Minister Jaishankar made it clear during 
the joint press conference, while the European 
countries have started to understand India’s posi-
tion, there is no understanding of India’s position 
on the European media’s part. This had to be spelt 
out, given that it is the western media that has been 
in the forefront of spreading misinformation about 
India globally.

The sticking point is of course the delay in the 
issuing of visas, a ploy that has been used by all 
western governments to make common Indians 
pay for their government’s stand on Russia. India 
and Germany signed a Migration and Mobility 
Agreement on Monday, which is expected to help 
people to study, research and work in both coun-
tries. It remains to be seen if this helps sort out the 
issue of visa delays in general, because for the two 
countries to have a robust economic relationship, 
easier access must be given to industry, including 
the tourism sector, as well. By now it should be clear 
to the EU countries that India will not change its 
policy on Russia, but is more than willing to play 
peacemaker. So any form of arm-twisting will not 
work in India’s case—it is too big and important 
for that. It is perhaps because this realisation has 
started dawning on the western powers that An-
nalena Baerbock had to take a U-turn.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
INDIA-GERMANY TIES

ANNAlENA 
BAERBOCk tAkES  
A U-tURN

The challenge to the consti-
tutional validity of various 
sections of The Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act 2002 
(PMLA) in Vijay Madanlal 
Choudhary versus Union 
of India is done and dusted. 
The Supreme Court has spo-
ken and spoken in a manner 
which gives more supremacy 
to the ED in its investigation 
and attachment proceedings 
under the PMLA.

As implied in the statement 
of objects and reasons, the 
primary objective of PMLA, 
2002 is to confiscate the pro-
ceeds of crime generated out 
of scheduled offences and pro-
jected as untainted money so 
that no criminal can benefit 
from his crime. The said objec-
tive is achieved by adopting 
procedures for the identifica-

tion, provisional attachment, 
confirmation of attachment 
and finally, confiscation of 
the “proceeds of crime” after 
conviction of the offender by 
a Special Court set up under 
the PMLA. Chapter III of the 
PMLA relates to attachment 
and confiscation. Section 5 
empowers the authorised 
officer under the PMLA to 
provisionally attach the prop-
erties derived from “proceeds 
of crime” based on reasons to 
believe that the same is likely 
to be concealed, transferred, 
or dealt with in any manner 
resulting in frustration of 
the confiscation procedure. 
Thereafter, the officer shall 
forward a complaint to Ad-
judicating Authority (AA) 
(appointed under Section 6) 
to confirm the said provisional 
attachment, who will issue no-
tice to the parties concerned 
under Section 8(1) and only 
after hearing the parties and 
considering the relevant ma-
terials on record, confirm the 
provisional attachment under 
Section 8(2).

Considering the provisions 
above, the Supreme Court 
held that Sections 5 and 8 pro-
vide sufficient safeguards as 

preconditions and, therefore, 
cannot be termed unconstitu-
tional. Be that as it may, the 
Supreme Court may be correct 
to affirm the purport of the 
sections, as the same is only 
in the nature of attachment, 
confined to a limited period 
and subject to confirmation by 
the AA or the Special Court 
as the case may be.

However, the safeguards 
enunciated under PMLA have 
a glaring breach, where the 
conundrum starts. Admit-
tedly, Section 8 also pro-
vides for various inbuild 
safeguards. Some of them 
are in the form of confining 
the period of final attachment 
order so that a person is not 
deprived of his constitutional 
right to property without fol-
lowing the due process of law. 
For example, Section 8(3)(a) 
stipulates that the attachment 
of the seized property shall 
continue during the pendency 
of the proceedings relating to 
any scheduled offence before a 
court and 8(3)(b) provides that 
the attachment shall become 
final only after the guilt of the 
person is established in the 
trial court. And the order of 
such trial court attains finality.

However, the subsequent 
provision, i.e., Section 8(4), 
contradicts the said safeguard 
under Section 8(3)(a) and 8(3)
(b) by stipulating that as soon 
as the provisional attachment 
order under sub-section (1) of 
Section 5 has been confirmed 
under Section 8(3), the autho-
rised officer shall forthwith 
take the possession of the at-
tached property. The word 
“shall” in the section, in a 
way, makes it mandatory. 
Therefore, on the one hand, 
Section 8(3)(a) and 8(3)(b) 
ensures that property will 
remain under attachment 
subject to either conviction 
or acquittal of the person by 
the special court. However, on 
the other hand, Section 8(4) 
mandates the authorised of-
ficer to take possession of the 
property as soon as the order 
under Section 8(3) is passed, 
disregarding the overall safe-
guards and that too without 
any confirmation of the guilt 
by the Special Court.

It is not as if the legislature or 
the courts are oblivious to the 
said concern. This issue was 
raised before the Supreme 
Court in Choudhary’s case, 
and the Supreme Court, while 

refusing to strike down the 
said provision, accepted the 
problem by observing that “it 
is unfathomable as to how the 
action of confiscation can be 
resorted to in respect of prop-
erty in the event of his acquit-
tal or discharge in connection 
with the scheduled offence”. 
However, the provision was 
still not struck down by pro-
viding a via media that the 
provision under Section 8(4) 
could be resorted to only by 
way of an exception and not 
as a rule. The issue was again 
raised before the Supreme 
Court, and the erstwhile CJI 
N.V. Ramana observed that the 
interpretation of Section 8(4) 
of the anti-money laundering 
law in Choudhary’s case had 
left much scope for arbitrary 
application. The interpreta-
tion, as it stands now, upon 
confirmation of the attach-
ment order under Section 8(3), 
gives discretion to the ED to 
decide whether to take pos-
session of the property under 
Section 8(4) or not. The factors 
guiding such discretion are 
prone to misuse. 

The misuse of Section 8(4) 
is not a fanciful exaggeration, 
and the reality is felt on the 

ground. Recently, in a case 
before the High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh in the matter of 
one Syed Akeel Shah (LPA 
No.203/2022), the appellants 
were being evicted from the 
attached property by taking 
action under Section 8(4) even 
before their statutory appeal 
under Section 26 could be 
heard. However, while re-
lying on Choudhary’s case, 
the court refused to protect 
the parties by observing that 
there is no scope to interpret 
the provisions, to hold that the 
authorised officer has to wait 
till the expiry of the limitation 
period before acting under 
Section 8(4) of the PMLA.

Apart from other lacunae, 
it seems that the safeguards 
provided under Section 8 pro-
tect a person only on paper 
and miserably fail for practical 
purposes. There is an urgent 
need to look into this issue at 
legislative and judicial levels 
and rectify the lacuna by 
making necessary amends, 
or it will keep providing arbi-
trary power to the authorities, 
which is prone to misuse.
Akhilesh Sheshmani Dubey is an 
advocate and solicitor practising 
in the Bombay High Court.

Conundrum over attachment proceedings 
under the anti-money laundering law

By now it should be clear 
to the EU countries that 
India will not change its 
policy on Russia, but is 
more than willing to play 
peacemaker. So any form 
of arm-twisting will not 
work in India’s case—it 
is too big and important 
for that. It is perhaps 
because this realisation 
has started dawning 
on the western powers 
that Annalena Baerbock 
had to take a U-turn.
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The Ahmedabad Bench of 
the Customs, Excise and 
Service Tax Appellate Tri-
bunal (CESTAT) in the case 
B M Autolink Versus C.C.E.-
Kutch (Gandhidham) ob-
served and has held that 
the amount received as an 
incentive or at a discount by 
the dealer from the manu-
facturer of vehicle is not be-
ing liable for the service tax.

The two-member bench 
comprising of Judicial 
Member, Ramesh Nair and 
the Technical Member, Raju 
in the case observed and 
has held that a dealer pur-
chased the vehicles from 
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd. 
and subsequently the same 

has been sold to the various 
customers. It was stated that 
the transaction between the 
dealer and the Maruti Su-
zuki India Ltd. And the sub-
sequent sale transaction oc-
curring between the dealer 
and the customer is purely 
on the basis of principal-to-
principal.

In the present case, the 
main issue raised was 
whether the discount giv-
en to the appellant by the 
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd. 
For the sale of vehicles has 
to be considered as the ser-
vice charges imposed to-
wards business auxiliaries 
and the same is liable for 
service tax.

The assessee/appellant 
being the dealers in the case 

who had purchased the ve-
hicles from Maruti Suzuki 
India Ltd. and subsequently 
the same is being sold to 
the various customers. The 
transaction occurred be-
tween the dealer and the 
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd. 
and the subsequent trans-
action of sale between the 
dealer and the customer are 
purely on a basis of princi-
pal-to-principal. Therefore, 
the said discount is nothing 
but a discount in the value 
of sale of the vehicle which 
are sold throughout the year.

Accordingly, the appeal 
was allowed by the CESTAT 
and the court held that no 
service tax was payable on 
the discount received by the 
appellant.

taxation

CEStat: SErviCE tax not 
appliCablE on amount rECEivEd 
aS diSCount From vEhiClE 
manuFaCturE by thE dEalEr 

TDG NeTwork

in Court

The Madhya Pradesh High 
Court in the case Ghanshy-
am Patel versus The State of 
Madhya Pradesh observed 
that a marksheet cannot be 
considered to be a “valuable 
security” for the purpose of 
Section 467 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code, 1860.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Sujoy Paul observed 
while placing reliance on the 
jurisprudence laid down in 
the subject matter concerned.

The Division bench in 
the case Mahendra Kumar 
Shukla (supra) observed and 
has followed the ratio deci-
dendi laid down by the Apex 
Court in the case Shriniwas 
Pandit Dharmadhikari vs. 
State of Maharashtra and 
has come to hold that mark-
sheet is not a ‘valuable se-
curity’ within the meaning 
of Section 467 of the Indian 
Penal Code, 1860. The court 
is bound with the aforesaid 
judgment and in view of said 
judgment constraint to hold 
that the charge against the 
applicant under Section 467 
of the IPC is not sustainable.

Facts of the Case:
The brother or co-accused 

of the Petitioner allegedly 
used Petitioner’s mark-
sheet as his own to secure 
a Government Job. An FIR 
was registered against the 
Petitioner and his brother, 
the charges were framed by 
the trial court against him 
under Section 467, Section 
468, Section 471 and Section 
120-B of the Indian Penal 
Code, 1860. Aggrieved with 
the same, a revision petition 
was filled by the petitioner 
against the order of framing 
of the charges.

In the present case, it has 

been argued by the petition-
er that a marksheet cannot 
be considered to be a valu-
able security to attract the 
offence under Section 467 
IPC. Further, it was submit-
ted that since the Petitioner 
had not tampered with or 
forged the marksheet, there 
being no substance in the 
charge under Section 468 
IPC framed against him. 
With regard to charge under 
Section 471 IPC, it was also 
submitted that the Prosecu-
tion story did not reflect any-
where that the Petitioner had 
indulged in the alleged act to 
secure his own gains.

The bench while examin-
ing the submissions of par-
ties and the documents on 
record, the court found merit 
in the arguments put forth 
by the Petitioner. Further, it 
has been noted by the court 
that a marksheet cannot be 
considered to be a valuable 
security for the purpose of 
Section 467 IPC.

It has also been observed 
by the court that the charges 
under Sections 467 and 471 
IPC against the Petitioner 
could not stand ground since 
the case was not the case of 
the Prosecution that he had 
either tampered or forged 
with the document or fraud-

ulently used it to further his 
own gains-

The court stated that sec-
tion 468 and section 471 
begins with the expression 

‘whoever commits or who-
ever uses’. However, the in-
tentions of the law makers 
are clear that these provi-
sions are aimed against the 
person who has used the 
forged document as a genu-
ine document. If on its face 
value the story of prosecu-
tion is accepted and it will 
be clear that there is no al-
legation against the present 
applicant that he has either 
tampered the document 
or has used this document 
fraudulently for obtain-
ing the employment or for 
any other purpose. In the 
case the allegation is made 
against the co- accused Ra-
ghunath Patel that he has 
impostered himself as ap-
plicant and used educational 
qualification documents of 
present applicant.

While considering the 
aforesaid observations, the 
court stated that no case was 
being made out against the 
Petitioner under Section 467, 
Section 468 and Section 471 
IPC and therefore, the im-
pugned order passed was 
liable to be set aside.

Madhya Pradesh High Court: 
Marksheet not “valuable 
security” for forgery 
prosecution U/s 467 IPC
TDG NeTwork

The Supreme Court 
dismissed a plea 
wherein seeking 

to declare Sri Sri Thakur 
Anukul Chandra as ‘Para-
maatma’/ The court re-
marking that ‘“India is a 
secular country”.

In its order, the bench ob-
served that India is a secu-
lar country and the peti-

tioner in the plea cannot be 
permitted to pray that the 
citizens of India may ac-
cept Sri Sri Thakur Anukul 
Chandra as Paramaatma 
(the supreme spirit).

The bench comprising 
of Justice MR Shah and 
Justice CT Ravikumar ob-
served and has imposed a 
cost of Rs 1 lakh on the peti-
tioner for filing a “publicity 
interest litigation”.

The bench comprising of 

Justice MR Shah and Jus-
tice CT Ravikumar asked 
the petitioner, if you want 
you can consider him as 
Paramaatma. Why are you 
enforcing such things to 
others?.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice MR Shah informed the 
petitioner-in-person who 
was arguing in Hindi that, 
(We are not here to listen to 
your lecture. 

We all are a secular coun-

try)”, Hum yeh sare lecture 
sunne nahi sunne aaye 
hain. Hum secular desh 
hain.
Adding to which Justice 

Shah stated that, (You 
are saying that everyone 
should accept your Guruji. 
How can that be, brother? 
In India everyone has a 
right to choose their God), 
Aap mano ki ek hi Guruji 
hain... Aise kabhi hota 
hain bhaiya? Sabko pura 

adhikar hain yaha, yeh 
country mein, jisko jo 
dharam maana hain, mane.

Therefore, the bench 
headed by Justice Shah ob-
served and has remarked 
that was not a “genuine 
PIL” and imposed a heavy 
cost while dismissing it. 
While stating that now 
people are going to think 
at least 4 times before filing 
such Public Interest Litiga-
tions.

in Court

Supreme Court PIL dismissed seeking to 
declare Sri Sri Thakur Anukulchandra 
as “Paramaatma” with Rs 1 lakh cost
TDG NeTwork

The Kerala High Court in the case 
Manikandan v. Raveena observed 
and has directed all Family Court 
judges to release the amount depos-
ited towards arrears of maintenance 
at the earliest, under the orders of the 
High Court or otherwise. 

The Single Judge Bench headed by 
Justice A. Badharudeen’s observed 
that when the arrears of mainte-
nance being deposited before the 
Family Courts in obedience to the 
order or interim order or otherwise, 

the Family Courts are reluctant to 
release the amount which is being 
deposited deposited to the claim-
ants and unwantedly insist for or-
ders from this Court to release the 
amount. The court observed that 
it appears to be bad practice which 
is detrimental to the interest of the 
claimants and it is being the duty 
of the Family Courts to release the 
amount deposited within no time 
to the respondents, so as the same 
helps them for their survival.

Further, the court observed and 
has issued the aforementioned direc-

tion noting that this was the practice 
in almost all the Family Courts. 

Therefore, the court directed that 
when the amounts are being depos-
ited and being the part of arrears of 
maintenance, the Family Court shall 
immediately secure the presence of 
the claimant/claimants, after they 
contacted through their lawyers 
or on the telephone numbers of 
the claimants, if available in the of-
fice, and the same shall release the 
amount directly to the parties, with-
out effecting deposit of the same in 
the treasury an din such a way the 

payment of the amount is not feasi-
ble, despite of having being adopted 
the aforementioned procedures, the 
amount can then be deposited in ac-
cordance with the stated law.

The court made it specifically clear 
that the amount, if any, which is 
being deposited towards arrears of 
maintenance, with rider not to re-
lease the amount and such amount 
alone shall not be released in view of 
the given direction.

In the present case, the court was 
considering a revision petition filed 
against the order of Family Court, 
Tirur, Malappuram. It was observed 
that during the hearing, while it was 
informed by the counsels for the pe-
titioner that the deposit had been af-
fected as per the orders of the Court 
which fact was not disputed by the 
respondent and the latter added 
that the same was objected by the 
revision petitioner, when the petition 
was filed before the Family Court to 
get the amount released.

Accordingly, the court directed the 
registry to forward a copy of the or-
der to the Family Court concerned 
within 7 days for information and 
with direction to comply the same 
without fail. It has also directed the 
copy of order to be forwarded to all 
the District Bar Associations in the 
State for their information and with 
request to forward the same to the 
Bar Associations in sub centres and 
Mofusil centres for information.

The counsels appearing on behalf 
of the revision petitioner, Advocates 
Gouri Meempat, Deepa Narayanan, 
K. Sujai Sathian and Sangeetha Sree-
kumar. Advocates K.R. Vinod and 
M.S. Letha represented the respon-
dent in the revision petitioner.

in Court

KErala high Court dirECtEd all Family CourtS to 
rElEaSE amountS dEpoSitEd towardS arrEarS oF 
maintEnanCE at thE EarliESt
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Have you ever heard 
of a nation’s sport-
ing team losing an 

international game, result-
ing in being eliminated from 
the tournament, and having 
its humiliation hailed in their 
own nation? Iran recently ex-
perienced this. Just as Iran’s 
World Cup run came to an 
end after its loss to the US, 
the Iranian people took to the 
streets to celebrate the defeat. 
Among those rejoicing were 
the die-hard supporters of the 
team. So,what made even the 
devoted fans of the team so 
upset?

Football is the most loved 
sport in Iran and the people 
of Iran wanted their team to 

demonstrate sentiments of 
the people of Iran on the in-
ternational platform. Iran is 
currently witnessing strong 
protests across the country 
against the strict dress code 
for women. People are en-
raged following the death of 
22-year-old woman activist 
Mahsa Amini in September 
this year. Women want to get 
rid of Iran’s cruel dress code.
They are expressing their an-
ger by cutting their hair and 
burning the veil on social 
media. Not only women but 
young men are also against 
the cruel dress code. They are 
joining the protests too.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment machinery has killed 
thousands of people. Despite 
this, the desire for freedom is 
so strong that people are not 
desisting from taking to the 
streets. When the Iranian 
players did not sing the na-
tional anthem in the first 
match against England, it 
was considered a mark of 
a strong protest against the 
Iranian government, but the 
players could not maintain 
their opposition for long. It is 

believed the players did not 
give a strong voice to the an-
ger of Iranianpeople, making 
them extremely angry with 
their team as well.

The condition in Iran is re-
ally bad. The life of women 
there is like hell. Iranian 
women want freedom just as 
the girls are allowed to study, 
work and wear clothes of 
their choice in the Islamic na-
tion of Turkey. History proves 
that this was not always the 
case in Iran. Iranian women 
made a lot of progress in the 
era of Shah Reza Pahlavi. 
They were contributing to 
every field of the society, but 
fanatic Khomeini forced the 
women behind the veil imme-
diately after assuming power 
and now the women are try-
ing their best to break free.

Now, let us take a look at the 
rebellion in China. You must 
not have forgotten the days 
of the Covid-triggered lock-
down. People were in serious 
trouble and couldn’t reach 
home. Many were unable to 
get proper food, water and 
medicines. People travelled 
several hundred kilometres 
to reach home. But there was 
no voice of rebellion against 
the government anywhere 
because no one doubted the 
intention of the government. 
This is not the case in China. 
In the name of Covid out-
break, the authorities there 
are trying to suppress the 
discontent of the people by 
locking them in their homes. 

That is why people have taken 
to the streets and revolted 
openly.

Last month, the vandalism 
by workers on the premises 
of an iPhone manufacturing 
unit fuelled rebellion. Prior to 
this, there was a simmering 
discontent among the people 
over the loss of their money 

in the banks. Tanks were de-
ployed in front of the banks 
then to intimidate the people.

In fact, people are fed up 
with the rising dictatorship 
and cruelty under Xi Jin-
ping’s rule. That is why when 
the authorities tried to seal 
the areas that witnessed re-
bellion in the name of Covid, 

the unrest spread to other ar-
eas as well. These rebellions 
are not knee-jerk reactions, 
but have erupted due to a 
long pending demand for 
freedom.People are seeing 
how an attempt was made 
to destroy Jack Ma, who 
brought laurels to China, 
only because he started criti-

cising Xi Jinping’s policies oc-
casionally. Now the Chinese 
people have started to feel 
that the present dispensa-
tion is more cruel than that 
of Mao Zedong. The Chinese 
people have also notforgotten 
how the movement for the 
restoration of democracy 
in 1989 was crushed by the 
Communist regime. Thou-
sands of young protesters 
were killed in one strike at 
Tiananmen square. Notwith-
standing that incident, today 
people are not afraid of the 
government. Protesters are 
being kidnapped. They are 
being murdered. All methods 
of cruelty are being adopted. 
The government machinery 

is temporarily feeling that Xi 
Jinping has controlled the re-
bellion but the reality is quite 
the opposite. The rebellion is 
growing stronger by the day. 
The question is when will this 
rebellion succeed, if at all it 
does?

It is not only the people of 
Iranand China that are in 
the grip of dictatorship. At 
least 52 countries, from Latin 
America to Asia, the Middle 
East and Africa, are directly 
ruled by dictators. Moreover, 
there are also countries like 
Pakistan and Russia, which 
you may not technically cat-
egorise as dictatorships, but 
the governance system there 
is almost like a dictatorship. 
Can anyone in Russia speak 
against Putin?According to 
Sweden’s Freedom Report, 
70 per cent of the world’s 
population is facing dicta-
torship in some form or the 
other. In a country like Amer-
ica, there is discrimination 
against blacks. This is also 
a form of dictatorship. But 
there is a hope everywhere 
that someday they will be 
free. The desire for freedom 
can never be crushed. Let us 
hope that one day the whole 
world will be able to breathe 
freely, where there will be no 
cruelty in the governance sys-
tem. We are really lucky that 
we are free!
The author is the chairman, Edi-
torial Board of Lokmat Media 
and former member of Rajya 
Sabha.

Though the world is looking at the recent events as triggers for 
rebellions in Iran and China, they are actually uprisings for freedom. 
It is unfortunate that at least 52 countries in the fast-developing 
world are still under the direct control of dictators, which means 
70 per cent of the world’s population is living in dictatorship.
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The Union Agriculture Min-
ister Shri Narendra Singh 
Tomar had approved the 
formation of an Advisory 
Group for streamlining the 
development of the Bamboo 
sector. The Advisory group 
encompasses the representa-
tion of various stakeholders 
viz., academicians, research-
ers, innovators, progressive 
entrepreneurs, designers, 
farmer leaders, marketing 
specialists and policy mak-
ers. The inter-ministerial 
and public- private consul-
tation is envisaged to dove-
tail the bamboo initiatives of 
the Ministries/ Departments 
and to help revamp the de-
velopmental architecture of 
the sector by incorporating 
synergy between  all the sec-
tions related to the bamboo 
value chain. 

The restructured National 
Bamboo Mission (NBM) 
was launched during 2018-
19 as a Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme. NBM mainly fo-
cuses on the development 
of complete value chain of 
Bamboo sector to link grow-
ers with consumers starting 

from planting material, plan-
tation, creation of facilities 
for collection, aggregation, 
processing, marketing, mi-
cro, small & medium enter-
prises, skilled manpower 
and brand building initiative 
in a cluster approach mode. 
Over the years of the inter-
ventions through policy, 
facilitations and awareness 
creations, the bamboo in-
dustry is witnessing a phase 
change by the opening of 
multiple avenues of the re-
source utilization. Recently, 
the Prime Minister inaugu-
rated the new terminal of the 
Bengaluru (Kempagowda) 
Airport in which the ver-
satility of bamboo as an ar-
chitectural and structural 
material has been proved 
and the destiny of this green 
resource defined as the 
‘green steel’. Apart from us-
ing in the construction sec-
tor as design and structural 
element, the potential of 
bamboo is multifaceted. Eco-
friendly mouldable granules 
from bamboo can replace the 
use of plastic. Bamboo is a re-
liable source for the ethanol 
and bio-energy production 
due to its fast rate of growth 

and abundance. The market 
of Bamboo based lifestyle 
products, cutleries, home 
decors, handicrafts and cos-
metics also is in a growth 
path. The National Bamboo 
Mission is striving to bring 
the benefits of this growing 
sector to the farmers and hu-
man resources of the Nation.

The Subject experts and 
other stakeholders who 
are actively working in the 
bamboo sector will advise 
about the areas to be fo-
cused as well as the policy 
interventions to be taken 
in coordination with other 
stakeholders of the sector. 
The Union Agriculture Sec-
retary will be the Chairper-
son and Mission Director of 
National Bamboo Mission 
will be the Convener of the 
Committee. The members 
of the committee shall advise 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
& Farmers Welfare on issues 
and technologies in propaga-
tion, plantation of bamboo & 
intercropping, primary pro-
cessing, product develop-
ment, value addition, market 
infrastructure and linkages, 
processing machineries, skill 
development etc.

Significant reduction in 
paddy crop residue burn-
ing events in the current 
year is reflective of vigorous 
and consistent efforts made 
by Central Government 
and State Governments 
and other stakeholders. As 
per the figures based on 
Standard ISRO Protocol 
for monitoring paddy crop 
residue burning events, 
the total paddy crop resi-
due burning events dur-
ing the period 15.09.2022 
to 30.11.2022 in Punjab, 
Haryana, Delhi and NCR 
Districts of Uttar Pradesh 
(U.P.) and Rajasthan have 
come down from 78,550 in 
2021 to 53,792 in 2022, i.e., a 
reduction of 31.5%.

The Central Government, 
under its CRM Scheme, 
has released more than Rs. 
3,062 crores, to the Govern-
ment of Punjab, NCR State 
Governments and GNCTD 
during the five-year period 
from 2018-19 to 2022-23 
towards effective manage-
ment of stubble in the re-
gion. Of the total releases, 
more than Rs. 1,426 crores 
have been released to State 
Government of Punjab.

Regarding availability of 
machinery for crop resi-
due management procured 
through the scheme so 
far, Punjab has about 1.20 
Lakh machines; Haryana 
about 72,700 and U.P. 
(NCR) about 7,480 ma-
chines. During the period, 
about 38,400 Custom Hir-
ing Centers (CHCs) have 
been established in Pun-
jab, Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh, of which about 
24,200 CHCs are in Punjab 
and about 6,775 in Hary-
ana.

Based on the Framework 

advised by the Commis-
sion, Action Plans were 
prepared by the NCR State 
Governments and Govern-
ment of Punjab to control 
stubble burning. For ef-
fective monitoring and to 
ensure integrity of data, 
the Commission had also 
formulated a standard pro-
tocol for monitoring of pad-
dy residue burning using 
satellite data with the help 
of ISRO, IARI and other 
stakeholders.

The concerted efforts of 
the Central Government, 
Government of Punjab, 
NCR State Governments 
and other Stakeholders to-
wards better in-situ man-
agement of crop residue 
through the use of CRM 
machinery, use of PUSA 
bio-decomposers, facili-
tating various options for 
ex-situ utilization of paddy 
straw and extensive IEC 
activities, educational cam-
paigns, awareness camps 
and publicity through 
print, electronic and social 
media have helped signifi-
cantly in reducing the fire 
counts.

The total crop residue 
burning events in Hary-
ana have come down from 
6,987 in 2021 to 3,661 in 
2022, i.e., a reduction of 
47.60% as compared to 
the corresponding period 
of last year. Similarly, to-
tal crop residue burning 
events in Punjab have come 
down from 71,304 in 2021 
to 49,922 in 2022, i.e., a 
reduction of 29.99%. The 
total crop residue burning 
events in NCR Districts of 
U. P., Rajasthan and NCT 
of Delhi have come down 
from 259 in 2021 to 209 in 
2022, a reduction of 19.30% 
as compared to the cor-
responding period of last 

year.
Out of 23 districts of Pun-

jab, the five hotspot dis-
tricts with maximum num-
ber of crop burning events 
during the current year are 
Sangrur, Bhatinda, Firo-
zpur, Muktsar and Moga, 
recording a total of 21,882 
fire counts, i.e., 43.83% of 
total fire counts during cur-
rent year. Only one district 
reported more than 5,000 
fire counts during the cur-
rent year. In comparison, 
in 2021, five (5) Districts of 
Punjab reported more than 
5,000 fire counts total-
ing 32,053 contributing to 
44.95% of fire counts.

In 2021, there were Elev-
en (11) Districts with a fire 
count of more than 3,000 
contributing to 79.6% of to-
tal fire reported in Punjab. 
In the current year, there 
were only seven (7) Dis-
tricts with more than 3,000 
fire counts contributing 
to 57% of total fire counts. 
The single day highest fire 
counts in Punjab were 3,916 
in 2022 as compared to 

5,327 in 2021, i.e., a reduc-
tion of about 26.5%.

Ludhiana and Malerkotla 
reported more than 50% 
reduction in active fire 
counts in 2022 compared to 
2021. Maximum reduction 
in active fire events in Pun-
jab this year was reported 
from Ludhiana district 
with a reduction of 3,135 
farm fire events (from 5817 
to 2682).

Out of 22 districts of 
Haryana, the five hotspot 
districts with maximum 
number of farm fire counts 
this year are Fatehabad, 
Kaithal, Jind, Sirsa and Ku-
rukshetra, which recorded 
2,548 fire counts, i.e., 69.6% 
of total fire counts during 
current year. These five dis-
tricts had reported 4,644 
fire counts last year, reduc-
tion of 45.1%. The single 
day highest fire counts in 
Haryana were 250 in 2022 
as compared to 363 in 2021, 
i.e., a reduction of about 
31.1%. Hisar, Karnal, Palw-
al, Panipat, and Sonipat re-
ported more than 50% re-

duction in active fire counts 
this year. Maximum reduc-
tion in active fire events 
in Haryana this year was 
reported from Fatehabad 
district with a reduction of 
712 fire counts (from 1479 
to 767).

Though there is overall 
reduction in the area moni-
tored, two (02) Districts 
of Punjab (Bhatinda and 
Fazilka); one (01) NCR Dis-
trict of U.P. (Bulandsahar); 
and one (01) District of 
Haryana (Yamuna Nagar) 
have reported significantly 
higher number of farm fire 
counts as compared to the 
corresponding period of 
last year. Maximum contri-
bution of farm fires to the 
daily PM2.5 levels in Delhi 
was 34% in current year (on 
3/11/2022) as against 48% 
last year (on 7/11/2021). 
The daily Average AQI of 
Delhi in November, 2022 
registered an improvement 
at 320.60 as compared to 
376.50 in November, 2021, 
i.e., a reduction of about 56 
points.

Will uprising topple dictators?

Advisory group 
formed for boosting 
the Bamboo sector 
development

Analysis of paddy stubble management 
in NCR States and Punjab

The desire for freedom from the whims of rulers is the real trigger behind rebellion in China and Iran.

analysis

agriculture crop management
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US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, on Sunday, vowed 
to oppose Israeli settlement 
expansion or moving toward 
annexation of the West Bank 
and added that they will 
‘gauge Israel’s government 
by the policies rather than 
personalities’.

Referring to Jerusalem 
which is central to the nation-
al visions of both Palestinians 
and Israelis, Blinken said, 
“We (US) will also continue 
to unequivocally oppose any 
acts that undermine the pros-
pects of a two-state solution, 
including, but not limited to, 
(Israel’s) settlement expan-
sion; moves toward annexa-
tion of the West Bank; dis-
ruption to the historic status 
quo at holy sites; demolitions 
and evictions; and incitement 
to violence,” according to the 
statement released by US De-
partment of State. 

The remarks come amid 
the speculation that US 
President Joe Biden will not 
engage with some of the most 
far-right members of Israel’s 
emerging government, such 
as Religious Zionism chair-
man Bezalel Smotrich, ac-
cording to The Times of Is-
rael.

While addressing the J 
Street National Conference, 
Blinken also said that the US 
continues to recognize Jeru-
salem as Israel’s capital.

In the conference, Blinken 
also said that after Benja-
min Netanyahu became the 
Prime Minister of Israel, US 
President congratulated him 
and said that they expect 
the new Israeli Government 
to continue to work with 
America to advance shared 
values.

“We’ll continue to express 
our support for core demo-

cratic principles, including 
respect for the rights of the 
LGBT community and the 
equal administration of jus-
tice for all citizens of Israel. 
We will gauge the govern-
ment by the policies it pur-
sues rather than individual 
personalities,” US State Sec-
retary said.

“We will hold it to the mu-
tual standards we have es-
tablished in our relationship 
over the past seven decades. 
And we will speak honestly 
and respectfully with our 
Israeli friends, as partners 
always should,’ he added.

The US will always con-
demn acts of terrorism or 
violence targeting civilians. 
There can be no justifica-
tion for it ever, and anyone 
who engages in it must be 
held accountable. Blinken 
also quoted President Biden 
as saying that America will 
also condemn those who fail 
to condemn such attacks - 
or, even worse, who praise 
or reward terrorists or their 
families.

US is deeply concerned 
that this year has seen dra-
matically higher levels of 
violence in the West Bank, 
perpetrated by both Pales-
tinians and Israeli settlers. 
This violence must stop. Its 
perpetrators must face equal 
justice under the law.

“We will also continue to 
unequivocally oppose any 
acts that undermine the 
prospects of a two-state solu-
tion, including, but not limit-
ed to, settlement expansion; 
moves toward annexation of 
the West Bank; disruption 
to the historic status quo at 
holy sites; demolitions and 
evictions; and incitement to 
violence,” Blinken said.

“Now, I know—I know 
that many people are disil-
lusioned. Many people are 
frustrated,” he said.
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PENTAGON REPORT

‘TO PROjEcT POwER, 
chiNA TO EsTAblish 
OvERsEAs  bAsEs’
China has numerically the largest navy in the world with an 
overall battle force of ships and submarines, said a Penta-
gon report last month which also highlighted how Beijing is 
seeking to establish a robust overseas presence to allow the 
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to project military power.

“The People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) has numerically 
the largest navy in the world with an overall battle force of ap-
proximately 355 ships and submarines, including approximately 
more than 145 major surface combatants,” said the Pentagon 
titled “China’s Military Power Report 2022.” Writing for The 
Diplomat magazine, defense analyst Prakash Pannerselvam 
said the PLAN presence in the Indian Ocean has been growing 
steadily since 2009.

“When piracy and hijacking ships for ransoms in the Gulf of 
Aden were disturbing global energy and trade routes, China 
joined the international effort to police the regional waters. Even 
today, a major justification for the PLAN presence is to ensure the 
security of their commercial engagements and maritime trade,” 
said Pannerselvam, who is an assistant professor with the In-
ternational Strategic & Security Studies Programme, National 
Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS), Bengaluru.

Since 2013, Chinese submarines have been in the Indian Ocean, 
and they claim to be deployed for anti-piracy duties, he adds.

According to the US report, the PLAN is largely composed 
of modern multi-role platforms. In the near term, the PLAN 
will have the capability to conduct long-range precision strikes 
against land targets from its submarine and surface combatants 
using land-attack cruise missiles, notably enhancing the People’s 
Republic of China’s (PRC) global power projection capabilities.

China’s communist 
party had become 
‘stupid’ as the coun-

try has reported at least 
1000 new Covid cases daily, 
resulting in the failure of the 
zero-Covid policy.

After the nomination of 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping for the third term in 
October, people hoped that 
they would get some relief 
from the policy but with its 
daily number of Covid cases, 
the residents are afraid of the 
repetition of lockdown, The 
Hong Kong Post reported. 
While the country failed to 
prevent the country from 
again falling into the covid 
numbers, the frustration of 
people is increasing on daily 
basis.

China is currently witness-
ing a spike in the number of 
protests. People are demon-
strating against harsh lock-

downs and the zero-covid 
policy in China.

Unrest has recently in-
creased in at least a dozen 
major Chinese cities, primar-
ily as a result of discontent 
with the government’s harsh 
measures to reduce corona-
virus infections, according to 
the Washington Post swiftly.

This unrest was triggered 
by the Urumqi incident 
where 10 people lost their 
lives, according to the Hong 
Kong Post.

On November 24, a fire tore 
through a residential build-
ing in the Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region’s capi-
tal Urumqi. After the inci-
dent, citizens circulated the 
videos on the internet space, 
with residents screaming 
and demanding authorities 
to open exits. The residents 
said that they were closed 
under strict COVID-19 re-
strictions that have been in 
place for more than 100 days 
and have caused widespread 

hardship.
Not only this, the videos 

shot at Foxconn’s flagship 
iPhone plant in China also 
went viral where men and 
women were captured 
marching with some of 
them confronted by people 
in Hazmat suits and riot po-
lice, Reuters reported citing 
videos circulated on social 
media.

The protests in China 
mark an escalation of un-
rest at the massive factory in 

Zhengzhou city. The work-
ers were frustrated with the 
delayed bonus payments, as 
the demonstrators said on 
Livestream feeds. The vid-
eos could not be immediately 
verified by Reuters.

This protest symbolizes a 
dangerous build-up of frus-
tration with the country’s 
ultra-harsh COVID rules as 
well as the inept handling of 
the situation by the world’s 
largest contract manufac-
turer.

hARsh lOcKDOwNs

Xi jiNPiNG’s zERO-cOviD POlicy 
fAils As NEw cAsEs RisE fAsT
TDG NETWORK
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China has been reporting 1,000 new cases daily.
Protests against the harsh lockdowns and the zero-Covid policy 
have spread across many major cities in China.

Four million doses of Chi-
nese-based Sinovac com-
pany’s Sinovac-CoronaVac 
Covid-19 vaccine may not 
be rolled out ever.

Nepal’s Ministry of Health 
and Population officials said 
that they have proposed to 
roll out the vaccine at a 
meeting of the National Im-
munisation Advisory Com-
mittee, four times but no 
decision was taken in this 
regard, The Kathmandu 
Post reported. As the uptake 
of booster shots in Nepal is 
dismal, the fate of the Sino-
vac-CoronaVac Covid-19 
vaccine is also at risk.

China supplied four mil-
lion doses of Sinovac-Coro-
naVac jabs in March under 
grant assistance. The gov-
ernment sent planes specif-

ically to bring the vaccines 
from China.

The doses have a shelf life 
of two years, so the health 
authorities decided to use 
another vaccine with a 
shorter life, according to 
The Kathmandu Post.

The Kathmandu Post re-
ported that the public health 
experts advised the authori-
ties that it would be unwise 
to keep the vaccine doses 
manufactured months ago 
in stock for long, as Co-
vid variants are mutating 
fast and the pharmaceuti-
cal companies have been 
working to redesign their 
vaccines.

Health Ministry officials 
claimed the Sinovac-Coro-
naVac vaccine has not got 
recommendations from 
credible organisations for 
use as a booster, reported 
The Kathmandu Post.

Canadian healthcare sys-
tems are overwhelmed with 
‘tridemic’ a triple threat of 
COVID-19, influenza (flu) 
and respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV) as an unprec-
edented number of patients 
are infected with respiratory 
viruses forcing the hospi-
tals to make some desper-
ate measures, according to 
Global News.

Notably, tridemic is the 
combination of three virals 
—Flu, Covid-19 and RSV. 
According to the Canadian 
Global Television Network 
citing Marnay Blunt reports, 
respiratory illness cases are 
increasing this year and all 
this comes amid the caution 
from the World Health Or-
ganization, as drastic mea-
sures are being considered 
worldwide to slow virus 
spread.

Looking at the surge in re-
spiratory illness cases, the 
Canadian Red Cross said 
that they are coming to help 
the Children’s Hospital of 
Eastern Ontario.

Red Cross spokesperson 
Leianne Musselman con-
firmed in an email that the 
organization will be provid-
ing small teams to support 
CHEO hospital staff.

In the mail, she said that 
there is no firm date to the 
agreement which will al-
low the CHEO staff to focus 
on the clinical tasks, Global 
News reported.

CHEO opened a second in-
tensive care unit in Novem-
ber to treat what it called an 
unprecedented number of 
critically ill babies and chil-
dren.

Meanwhile, in another 
Canadian city, Calgary, Al-
berta Health Services said 
it’s discharging all children 
from the Rotary Flames 
House that helps dying chil-
dren and their families and 
is pausing admissions to the 
house due to a surge in chil-
dren with the trident.

Children’s hospitals in 
Calgary and Edmonton 
have been at or above 100 
per cent capacity since last 
week, while some routine 
surgeries and appointments 
at a children’s hospital in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland are 
being cancelled next due to 
the surge in illnesses and 
admissions, reported Global 
News.

According to the Ameri-
can-based website and pro-
vider of health information, 
Healthliner, Trident is a 
term used by Health experts 
and called it a threat of flu, 
RSV, and COVID-19. 

fATE hANGs iN bAlANcE

TRiPlE ThREAT

NEPAl mAy NEvER 
usE fOuR milliON 
cOviD vAcciNE DOsEs 
DONATED by chiNA

‘Tridemic’ 
overwhelms 
Canadian  
healthcare system

bliNKEN’s wARNiNG

US vows to oppose 
Israeli settlements, 
annexation in  
West Bank

DANGEROus siTuATiON

Confrontation of US, Israel 
with Iran could escalate into 
an unconventional warfare

While since last February the 
world’s attention has been 
mainly focussed on the war 
in Ukraine, the confrontation 
between Iran with the United 
States and Israel is escalating 
dangerously and could take 
the form of unconventional 
war. This dangerous situa-
tion is basically due to three 
reasons:

First, the failure of the 
parties involved to reach an 
agreement on a nuclear deal 
that would significantly re-
duce economic sanctions on 
Iran and in exchange Tehran 
would reduce its nuclear pro-
gram -which is seen by the 
West as aiming at building 
a nuclear bomb- and would 
allow international monitor-
ing.

Second, the supply of hun-
dreds of cheap Iranian drones 
to the Russian Army which 
it uses to destroy Ukraine’s 
electricity and water sup-

ply infrastructure. The use 
of Iranian drones is causing 
severe hardship to millions 
of Ukrainian civilians, leav-
ing them without heating, 
lighting and running water.
Third, the brutal repression 
of Iranian protesters demon-
strating against the govern-
ment, using live ammunition 
and killing hundreds of them 
and arresting and sending to 
jail more than 1000 people. 
Now let’s see in more detail 
the reasons why the con-
frontation between Tehran 
and the West has greatly 
escalated in recent months 
and can take the form of an 
unconventional war.

Hopes for the revival of the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA) that would 
have prevented the develop-
ment of an Iranian nuclear 
bomb in exchange for the 
lifting of Western sanctions 
were dashed a few months 
ago.

Last month Iran announced 
that it would start enriching 

uranium at 60% purity at its 
Fordow plant - a plant buried 
inside a mountain- which 
could be protected from mis-
sile attacks or air strikes.

This decision, taken in re-
taliation for a resolution of 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency ordering Iran 
to cooperate in an investiga-
tion concerning the finding 
of uranium particles in un-
declared sites, was seen by 
the West as a serious provo-
cation.

Israeli Prime Minister-des-
ignate Benjamin Netanyahu 
as well as many Israeli lead-
ers belonging to different par-
ties have repeatedly warned 
that Israel was prepared to 
use its right to self-defense 
and do whatever it takes to 
stop Iran from obtaining a 
nuclear bomb. Such drones 
are known to cost about 
USD dollars 20,000, where-
as surface-to-air missiles or 
ground-based interceptors 
cost between USD 400,000 
and USD 1.2 million each.

hOusEhOlD NEEDs

UNICEF announces cash 
aid for poor Afghan families

The United Nations Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund 
(UNICEF) has announced 
cash aid for 1,00,000 poor 
families in Afghanistan to 
help them survive the up-
coming winter, as the local 
population of Afghanistan is 
in desperate need of help to 
meet their daily household 
needs, The Khaama Press a 
news agency from Afghani-
stan reported quoting a 
tweeted video from UNICEF 
Afghanistan on December 4.

In the tweeted video, from 
which The Khaama Press 
quoted, Feruza a mother 
of five daughters and three 
sons said she is afraid of 
the upcoming winter. Her 
house is in dire need of re-
pairs, she and her children 
suffer from food shortages 
and is not able to breastfeed 
her kid. She also added that 
she needs firewood, money, 

coal clothes, rugs and a mat-
tress to survive the upcom-
ing winter which is always a 
cause of worry for her every 
winter. The cash aid being 
provided to the poor Afghan 
family is supported by the 
Foreign, Commonwealth & 
Development Office UK, 
Swedish International De-
velopment Cooperation 
Agency (SIDA) and the 
German Foreign Office, the 
Khaama Press reported.

The Khaama press re-

ported quoting the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) report, which 
said more than 20 million 
people in Afghanistan are 
facing food shortages. An-
other report from the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
said that more than 34000 
malnourished children had 
been admitted to hospitals 
across Afghanistan because 
and 19 million people in Af-
ghanistan face extreme food 
insecurity.

People in Afghanistan are facing massive food shortages.

top of the day

AusTRAliAN  
Pm TEsTs  
cOviD POsiTivE
CANBERRA: Australian 
Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese on Monday 
announced that he 
has tested positive for 
COVID-19. Taking to 
social media, he tweeted 
that he will be isolating 
himself and will con-
tinue to work from home. 

“This afternoon I had a 
routine PCR test which 
has returned a positive 
result for COVID-19. I 
will be isolating and will 
continue to work from 
home,” the Australian 
Prime Minister tweeted. 

“I encourage anyone who 
is unwell to test and to 
take any extra precau-
tions to keep their fami-
lies and neighbours well,” 
he added. This comes as 
WHO estimates that at 
least 90 per cent of the 
world’s population now 
has some level of im-
munity to SARS-CoV-2, 
due to prior infection or 
vaccination. Last week, 
WHO Director-General 
Tedros Ghebreyesus said 
the number of weekly 
deaths reported to WHO 
has declined slightly over 
the past five weeks, but 
more than 8,500 people 
lost their lives last week. 

chiNEsE mEDiA 
TERms u.s. 
sTEAlTh bOmbER 
As ‘PROPAGANDA 
sAmPlE’
BEIJING: Chinese state 
media has downplayed 
the significance of the 
newly unveiled strategic 
bomber B-21 Raider of 
the United States, and 
termed the world’s first 
sixth-generation aircraft, 
as a “propaganda sam-
ple”. Last week, US and 
defence technology com-
pany Northrop Grum-
man jointly revealed 
the B-21 Raider stealth 
bomber in California with 
much fanfare. Global 
Times though dismissing 
the publicity surround-
ing the stealth bomber, 
said, “Weapons that are 
considered as ‘assassin’s 
mace’ of major powers 
are kept strictly confi-
dential, but the market-
ing and promotion of the 
B-21 are akin to “internet 
celebrity.” 

iRAN AbOlishEs 
‘mORAliTy 
POlicE’ AfTER  
PROTEsTs
TEHRAN: Iran has 
suspended its so-called 
morality police, which 
penalized women for not 
adhering to a stringent 
dress code, the Iranian 
prosecutor general said 
after the anti-hijab pro-
test continued into the 
third month, triggered by 
the death of 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini after she 
was detained by the po-
lice force. Iran’s Attorney 
General Mohammad 
Javad Montazeri said that 
the morality police “was 
abolished by the same 
authorities who installed 
it,” The New York Times 
reported. He made this 
statement during the 
meeting where of-
ficials were discussing 
the unrest ignited by 
the death of the young 
woman, Mahsa Amini, 
22, in September in the 
custody of the morality 
police.  Abolishing the 
morality police would 
have a major impact on 
the state’s ability to con-
trol what women wear.
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MAOIST CENTER TO SEEK CONSENSUS 
WITH PARTIES FOR GOVT FORMATION

The second round meeting 
of the standing committee of 
the Communist Party of Ne-
pal-Maoist Center on Sun-
day decided to proceed with 
consensus and understand-
ing with all parties.

Making a U-turn from the 
decision of Saturday to seek 
an alliance with the opposi-

tion CPN-Unified Marxist 
Leninist (CPN-UML), the 
Maoist Center decided to 
seek consensus within the 
ruling alliance. “The party 
would go ahead after dis-
cussing the government for-
mation within the coalition 
party,” General Secretary 
Dev Gurung confirmed to 
ANI over the phone.

He said that the ruling co-
alition would hold a meeting 

tomorrow after reviewing 
the election and forming an 
opinion on the government 
formation. 

The coalition meeting has 
been called for 3 PM (Local 
Time) on Monday at the of-
ficial residence of the Prime 
Minister.“I don’t know in 
what context the spokesper-
son talked about the alterna-
tive to the incumbent coali-
tion yesterday,” he said.

IN NEPAL
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RISING TENSIONS

NORTH KOREA FIRES 130 ARTILLERY SHELLS 
IN RESPONSE TO SEOUL’S LIVE-FIRE DRILLS

North Korea fired 
over 130 artillery 
rounds on Monday, 

which fell into the sea off its 
east and west coast, Yonhap 
news agency reported citing 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The 
shells landed close to the 
de facto maritime border, 
which Seoul claimed was 
a breach of a 2018 bilateral 
military agreement.

The artillery fire was re-
portedly heard from Jang-
san Cape in South Hwang-
hae Province and Kumgang 
County in Kangwon Prov-
ince beginning at 2:59 p.m., 
according to the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff (JCS). The shells 
landed in the maritime buf-
fer zones established by an 
inter-Korean military agree-
ment.

“The artillery firings into 

the eastern and western 
maritime buffer zones are 
a clear violation of the Sep-
tember 19 military accord 
and we strongly urge the 
North to immediately halt 
them,” the JCS said, accord-

ing to Yonhap news agency. 
It added the South Korean 
military is tracking and 
monitoring related North 
Korean movements in co-
operation with the United 
States and is strengthen-

ing a readiness posture in 
preparation for a potential 
contingency.

Later in the day, the North 
Korean military acknowl-
edged that it had retaliated 
against South Korea’s live-
fire drills by firing artillery 
shells. “An emergency order 
was issued to troops at the 
frontier to monitor the en-
emies’ motions and prepare 
for rapid counterattacks. In 
addition, the troops at the 
eastern and western fron-
tiers were ordered to coun-
ter-fire some 130 marine 
artillery shells,” Yonhap 
news agency stated, quot-
ing the spokesperson of the 
General Staff of the Korean 
People’s Army as saying.

Earlier in November, 
North Korea fired an inter-
continental ballistic missile 
(ICBM) toward the East Sea 
on Friday, the South Korean 
military said, in protest over 

the United States’ move to 
reinforce its “extended 
deterrence” protection of 
South Korea and Japan.

This statement was re-
leased on the day when 
South Korea and the United 
States simulated strike op-
erations against military 
sites linked to North Korea’s 
missile program.

“Kim Jong Un solemnly 
declared that if the enemies 
continue to pose threats ... 
our party and government 
will resolutely react to 
nukes with nuclear weap-
ons and to total confronta-
tion with all-out confron-
tation,” the official KCNA 
news agency said.

The launch is presumed 
to have involved the Hwa-
song-17 ICBM, according 
to Yonhap, the same ICBM 
was test-fired on November 
3, but the launch was seen 
as a failure.

TDG NETWORK
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Artillery shells being fired by North Korea.

EU worried over funding to groups 
linked to Muslim Brotherhood 
Brussels-based think tank 
South Asia Democratic Forum 
(SADF) last week held a we-
binar titled ‘The West, a New 
Haven for the ‘Muslim Broth-
erhood’s Planetary Nebula’?’ 
The conversation included a 
Member of the European Par-

liament (EPP, Czechia) Tomas 
Zdechovsky and the Egyptian-
American author and politi-
cal-analyst Cynthia Farahat 
as main speakers. “We are 
witnessing a revolution from a 
Muslim population against its 
regime that is based on fanatic 
interpretation of Islam that 
is not organically part of the 
Muslim Brotherhood,” said 

SADF Director Paulo Casaca 
in his opening remarks. 

Casaca, who moderated the 
debate, said “the European 
Parliament has taken notice 
of the incredible amount of 
money that is being given to 
the front organization of the 
Muslim Brotherhood. ...The 
budget control committee 
(EU) is finally looking at it.” 

Tomas Zdechovsky is a Vice-
President of the Budget Con-
trol Committee, and he has 
publicly declared his concern 
for the financial support pro-
vided by European institu-
tions to front organisations 
connected with the Muslim’s 
Brotherhood’s network. Ac-
cording to MEP Zdechovsky, 
both the European Parliament 

and the European Commis-
sion must wake up to the Is-
lamic manipulation and infil-
tration of European society in 
general. Despite numerous 
warnings and plenty of intel-
ligence information, Euro-
pean institutions continue to 
fund NGOs and organisations 
linked to  the Muslim Broth-
erhood.

NEW TERROR HAVEN
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Amid the ongoing war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine, 
explosions were reported in 
Donetsk and Poltava regions 
on Monday. An air raid alert 
has been sounded in Ukraine, 
The Kyiv Independent re-
ported. The air raid alert 
does not include Crimea and 
Luhansk, Explosions were re-
ported in the Kharkiv region, 
as per the Kyiv Independent. 
The report also stated that 
air raid alerts had gone off 
in most parts of Ukraine. 
At least one person was 
killed and three others 
were injured after Russian 
strikes hit Kryvyi Rih city 
of Ukraine early Monday 
morning, CNN reported 
citing local authorities. 
Valentyn Reznichenko, 
head of the Dnipropetrovsk 
regional military administra-
tion, in a Telegram post said 

that three missiles struck an 
industrial enterprise. The 
missile strike resulted in the 
death of one employee and 
injured three others.

The injured were taken to 
hospital for treatment. Accord-
ing to Valentyn Reznichenko, 
people were assessed to be in 
stable condition in the hos-
pital, the CNN report said. 
Meanwhile, Russian shelling 
was also reported in Nikopol 

and Zaporizhzhia regions. 
Meanwhile, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
has called on people to remain 
“united” during winter. In a 
video address on 4th Decem-
ber, Zelenskyy stressed that 
Russia hopes to use winter 
against Ukraine. He asserted 
that Ukrainians need to make 
every effort to “endure this 
winter, no matter how hard 
it is”.

WAR WITH RUSSIA

Blasts in Donetsk, Poltava; 
air raid alert in Ukraine
TDG NETWORK
KYIV

Explosions were reported in the Kharkiv region.
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A G20 logo 
installed near 
a lake ahead 
of 1st Sherpa 

meeting of 
the G20 India 

presidency, 
in Udaipur on 

Monday. 

G20 SHERPA MEETING

#WORLDSOILDAY2022

‘SOILS, WHERE FOOD BEGINS’
World Soil Day as a means to raise awareness about 
the importance of soil while encouraging people to 
take steps towards improving soil health, is held on 5 
December every year. The theme for World Soil Day 
this year is “Soils: where food begins”, as 95% of our 
food originates in the soil.

Netizens put #WorldSoilDay2022 on the top trend 
to raise awareness about soil. Manipur Minister for 
Forest and Environment, Th. Biswajit Singh, posted 
a tweet: “On World Soil Day 2022, let us all resolve 
to raise awareness of the importance of maintaining 
healthy ecosystems and human well-being by ad-
dressing the growing challenges in soil management, 
increasing soil awareness & encouraging societies to 
improve soil health.”

Sadhguru also tweeted, “May #WorldSoilDay 
become a day of gratitude & celebration of the Giver 
of Life on this planet, not a day to assuage its cry of 
distress. May we walk the path until the agricultural 
soils of the world are bursting with Life. Let’s make it 
happen. #SaveSoil”

Another netizen posted, “Happy #WorldSoilDay2022. 
A spoonful of healthy soil has more living organisms 
than there are people on earth. Try adding some com-
post and mulch for healthy soil!”.

“You learn 
from your 
mistakes; we 
won’t change 
how we play 
even though we 
lost. Football is 
about getting things right and wrong, and 
we will continue with our 
philosophy of the game”

— RODRIGO HERNANDEZ

BRAIN PICKING

Spanish footballer amid defeat against Japan

WARRIOR

THE STORY OF THE BENGAL 
WARRIORS’ DEFENDER
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In the ninth season of the Pro Kabaddi League, the Ben-
gal Warriors haven’t had the best of weeks, but Shubham 
Shinde has emerged as one of their brightest talents. In 
three matches over the last week, the defender has recorded 
9 tackle points, including a high of 5 against the Haryana 
Steelers. Shinde responded when asked how he first began 
playing kabaddi: “My elder brother, who plays kabaddi for 
Bharat Petroleum, asked me to take up the sport. So, I fol-
lowed his footsteps and started playing the game.”

The defender went on to say that his greatest dream was to 
play for India in the future and stated that, “My father works 
as a clerk in a bank and my mother is a homemaker. My 
father, who worked in the Indian Army earlier, also played 
kabaddi in the Inter-Services tournament. He stopped play-
ing after incurring a shoulder injury. He has only one dream 
and that’s watching me play for India. I hope I can fulfil his 
dream.”

Shubham Shinde

Ayushmann Khurrana with Nora Fatehi.
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DISCOVERY

Many ancient mum-
mies with solid-
gold tongues in 

their mouths have been dis-
covered by archaeologists 
in Egypt. At the Quweisna 
necropolis in the central 
Nile Delta, around 40 miles 
north of Cairo, preserved 
bodies dating from 300 and 
640 BCE were found.

According to Dr. Mustafa 
Waziri, secretary-general 
of the Supreme Council for 
Archaeology, experts exam-
ining tombs at the location 
discovered many mummies 
with gold chips shaped like 
human tongues in their 
mouths.

According to experts, dur-
ing the embalming proce-
dure, a piece of gold imitat-
ing the organ was used in 
place of the deceased’s actual 
tongues so that the departed 
could communicate with 
Osiris, the ancient Egyptian 
“Lord of the Underworld.”

According to Waziri, sever-
al mummies had gold on the 

bone directly underneath the 
linen coverings used during 
the mummification proce-
dure. The mummies were in 
bad condition. At the ancient 
cemetery, gold chips fash-
ioned into scarab beetles and 
lotus flowers were discov-
ered, as were funerary amu-
lets, earthenware, glues and 
tar used in the embalming 
process, the remains of hu-
man-shaped wooden coffins, 
and several copper nails. The 
Quweisna necropolis was 

discovered in 1989, prompt-
ing multiple rounds of exca-
vations over the next three 
decades, as per The Post. 
The golden-tongued mum-
mies were uncovered in a 
freshly discovered exten-
sion of the cemetery, which 
housed cadavers from three 
separate historical periods.

Dr. Ayman Ashmawi, 
chairman of the Egyptian 
archaeology sector at the Su-
preme Council of Archaeol-
ogy, told that each burial level 

revealed evidence of different 
rites and methods of burying 
the mummies. This is not the 
first time that expensive met-
al-encrusted mummies have 
been uncovered in Egypt.

According to a New York 
Post report, in 2021, ar-
chaeologists discovered a 
2,000-year-old skull with a 
tongue-shaped gold chip in 
its gaping mouth at Taposiris 
Magna, a site near Alexan-
dria known as the “Great 
Tomb of Osiris.”

A NEW DISCOVERY: MUMMIES 
WITH GOLD TONGUES

Outrage against film is really 
pleasing: ‘Blonde’ director Dominik

OUTRAGEOUS 

Most directors would be concerned if 
their movie faced criticism, but direc-
tor Andrew Dominik is unexpectedly 
happy about it.

Since its debut on Netflix, Dominik’s 
movie “Blonde,” which is based on the 
life of Hollywood actor Marilyn Mon-
roe, has drawn criticism. Dominik 
reportedly stated that he was “really 
pleased” that the movie “outraged so 
many people” at the Red Sea Interna-
tional Festival in Jeddah, Saudi Ara-
bia. “Now we’re living in a time where 
it’s important to present women as 
empowered, and they want to rein-
vent Marilyn Monroe as an empow-
ered woman. That’s what they want 

to see. And if you’re not showing them 
that, it upsets them,” the ‘Killing Them 
Softly’ director stated. “What they re-

ally mean is that the film exploited 
their memory of her, their image of 
her, which is fair enough. But that’s 
the whole idea of the movie. It’s trying 
to take the iconography of her life and 
put it into service of something else, 
it’s trying to take things that you’re fa-
miliar with, and turning the meaning 
inside out. But that’s what they don’t 
want to see,” he added.

According to a People article, 
“Blonde” received criticism for using 
fictionalised sequences and situations 
based on unverified accounts to ex-
ploit Monroe’s emotional problems.

The film stars ‘The Gray Man’ actor 
Ana De Armas as the “blonde bomb-
shell” and showcases her life, with its 
ups and downs, until her death.

Andrew Dominik
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PLEASED TO DANCE WITH TWO BIGGEST DANCING 
STARS OF INDIA: AYUSHMANN KHURRANA

DANCING

Ayushmann Khurrana, a Bollywood ac-
tor, is once again experimenting with con-
tent as he will be seen portraying a Hindi 
film celebrity in his upcoming movie “An 
Action Hero.” Ayushmann has also given 
his all on the dance floor for the project. 
He performs in the movie’s songs “Jehda 
Nasha” and “Aap Jaisa Koi” with Nora 
Fatehi and Malaika Arora, respectively.

“It has been an absolute pleasure to 
dance with two of the biggest dancing 
stars of India - Malaika Arora in the situa-
tional song Aap Jaisa Koi and Nora Fatehi 
in Jehda Nasha in An Action Hero. They 
are stunningly gorgeous performers and 

they are also beautiful human beings. I 
had the best time working with them for 
these dance numbers which I hope will 
be loved by audiences across the coun-

try,” stated the superstar.
He added, “Essaying the role of a su-

perstar from the Hindi film industry has 
been a fun ride for me as I not only got 
to do some hardcore action in the film 
but also got to dance with these sensa-
tional dancers who have got everyone 
hooked with their incredible talent.” 
Ayushmann further said, “I have tried 
to match steps with them and this expe-
rience will be forever memorable for me 
because I have danced my heart out for 
the first time in a film and had so much 
fun! Dancing like this in my films was 
part of my bucket list for sure and I’m 
amazed that it got fulfilled with Malaika 
Arora and Nora Fatehi.”

HOUSE OF MOUSE

NEW ADDITION TO THE 
DISNEY FRANCHISE: THE 
FIRST DESI PRINCESS

With its newest entry, the “Disney Princess” franchise is 
about to go desi. The director of “Bride and Prejudice,” 
Gurinder Chadha, and Paul Mayeda Berges have been 
commissioned by the House of Mouse to create an original 
musical film. Both Chadha and Berges contributed to the 
film’s writing; the former would also serve as its producer 
and director. The movie’s plot is not yet revealed in any 
detail. Chadha, owner of the business “Bend It Films,” has 
produced movies that have hauled in more than $300 mil-
lion USD at the global box office. She received two BAFTA 
Award nominations: one for “Bhaji on the Beach,” her di-
rectorial debut, and another for “Bend It Like Beckham.” 
The latter was the most successful British-financed and 
distributed feature film at the UK box office at the time, 
grossing a total of 76 million USD globally.

Producer Lindy Goldstein of “The Nutcracker and the 
Four Realms” will also be a part of the crew. However, Sean 
Bailey, President of Walt Disney Motion Picture Produc-
tion, will be in charge of the project.

Gurinder Chadha

TDG NETWORK
LOS ANGELES

5 TRAVEL ESSENTIALS FOR A 
SOLO TRIP
Traveling alone is empowering and teaches you a lot, 
but most importantly, it gives you the freedom to live 
your life. It allows you to go out of your comfort zone, 
make independent decisions, and breathe freely. You 
are on your own. Here are 5 travel essentials for a 
solo trip: 

STURDY BAG
Traveling alone requires carrying your luggage 
all by yourself. And before you prepare for the 
trip, choose your bag carefully to guarantee 

that you don’t struggle while travelling. Therefore, get 
a durable, high-quality bag to minimise your difficulties 
when travelling.

MEDICAL KIT
A personalised medical kit will always come 
in handy when you’re in need; have a supply 
of painkillers, cold and flu medicine, digestive 

aids, bandages, tampons, and other supplies on hand 
to be prepared for any emergency.

READY-TO-EAT FOOD
Always keep a water bottle, some wholesome 
snacks, and meals ready to eat. Make sure 
to have these items with you if you travel at 

night or go hiking. You need to take good care of yourself 
when you travel alone. Snack bars are the best option 
to keep yourself energised because hunger pangs may 
truly wear you out.

TECHNOLOGY ESSENTIALS
Even if it should go without saying, always 
have a portable charger for your phone or 
tablet. When travelling alone, having a fully 

charged device may be very reassuring. If you want to 
use your phone to snap pictures and map your route, 
keeping a power bank in your backpack will keep you 
going all day.

COMFY CLOTHES AND SHOES
Don’t forget to pack a pair of decent shoes 
and comfortable, season-appropriate cloth-
ing. Good jackets, caps, and other winter 

travel essentials are a requirement in the winter. Don’t 
forget your sunscreen during the summer. Therefore, 
make a list of everything you’ll need before packing your 
bags, and then do so.

— ALISHA LOUIS



l It takes about 66 days for 
an average individual to make 
something a daily habit.
l	Studies say that individu-

als who could instinctively use 
sarcasm to tackle a frivolous 
question have healthy minds.
l	An average individual’s 

mind wanders 30% of the 
time.
l	During the seven minutes 

of neural activity you will have 
before dying, you will see your 
memories in a dreamlike pat-
tern. 
l	If you sob out of happi-

ness, the first tear will come 
from the right eye, but if you 
cry out of sorrow, it will come 
from the left. 
l	Food prepared by some-

one else tastes much better 
than your own preparation, 
even when you use the same 

recipe.
l	Hearing a single negative 

thing could damage at least 
five positive memories. 
l	We’re most imaginative in 

the night and the least creative 
in the day. 
l	Being home alone and 

isolated for a long time is just 
as bad for your well being as 
smoking 15 cigarettes a day. 
l	Studies say that travel 

improves brain well being 
and even lowers a person’s 
chance of heart disease and 
depression. 
l	It is easier to remember 

how a story started as well as 
concluded than its middle.
l	You’ll feel happier spend-

ing your money on others 
than on yourself.
l	People seem to respect 

items more when they assem-

ble them on their own, which 
is known as IKEA Effect.
l	Our early relationship 

with our mother has life-last-
ing consequences.
l	A feel-good life is not nec-

essarily a healthy one.
l	The average person lies 

up to 4 times per day. His/ her 
most common lie is “I’m fine”. 
S/He will lie up to 1460 times 
per year and 87,600 times by 
age 60.
l	You can fool your mind 

into thinking that you are 

happy by putting a pencil be-
tween your teeth.
l	When someone tells you 

that they have a question for 
you, all the bad things you did 
recently run through your 
mind.
l	If someone is lying to you, 

they will look up and to their 
left when talking.
l	You look more beautiful 

after shampooing your hair.
l	It takes only 4 minutes to 

fall in love.
l	When lovers look into 

each other’s eyes, their heart-
beats synchronise.
l	If you want someone to 

like you, ask for their help. The 
Ben Franklin Effect shows 
that by asking someone for 
help, you’re instilling confi-
dence in them and initiating 
trust, which makes them try 

harder to like you. 
l	People who are similarly 

rated in attractiveness of-
ten end up together. 
l	Eye pupil rises to 45% 

when an individual looks at 
somebody they love. 
l	Cuddling can be used as 

a painkiller. Similarly, looking 
at a loved one can also be used 
to dull pain. 
l	Broken Heart Syndrome 

is a real phenomenon experi-
enced when you’re so emo-
tionally distraught that you 
have chest pain. 
l	Being in love lowers your 

stress by upping your sero-
tonin levels. 
Dr Chavi Bhargava Sharma is the 
Founder and CEO-Indic Center 
for Psychological Wellness and 
Holistic Health and Conversa-
tionists—Talking Cures.
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Colorectal cancer is 
the 6th most com-
mon cause of cancer 

death in India and starts in 
the large intestine (colon) or 
rectum. It occurs when cells 
in the colon go out of control, 
mostly in older adults (above 
45 years). This type of can-
cer usually begins as small, 
benign clumps of cells called 
polyps that form inside the 
colon region, and after some 
time, these polyps become 
cancer cells. The healthy 
cells in the colon develop 
mutations in their DNA and 
accumulate together to form 
a tumour. Over time, these 
cancer cells grow to invade 
and destroy the normal tis-
sue nearby.

While there is no specific 
cause behind the develop-
ment of colorectal cancer, 
and most are found among 
people without a family 
history of colorectal cancer. 
However, approximately 1 
in 3 people who are affected 
by the condition have other 
family members (parent, sib-
ling, or child) who have suf-
fered from colorectal cancer.

This puts people with a 
history of colorectal cancer 
at increased risk. The rea-
sons for the increased risk 
are not clear in all cases, but 
it is higher if their relative 
was diagnosed with cancer 
before age 50 or if more than 
one parent, sibling, or child 
is affected. If you also have 
family members who have 
had adenomatous polyps or 
have a history of adenoma-
tous polyps, then you must 
speak to your doctor and 
check with them on the need 
to start screening before the 
age of 45. Screening helps in 
detecting this cancer early, 
and therefore, if you have 
had colorectal cancer, you 
must inform your close rela-
tives so they can start their 
screening at the right age.

Colorectal cancer pres-
ents several symptoms and 
risk factors that can help in 
identifying it early. These 
include -

SymptomS
Constant changes in bowel 
habits (diarrhoea or consti-
pation) and modifications 
in stool
l Blood or rectal bleeding 

stool.
l  Persistent discomfort 

in the abdomen such as 
cramps, gas or pain.
l Fatigue or weight loss.
l  The symptoms of 

colorectal cancer vary from 
patient to patient in terms 
of size, and location in the 
large intestine. Several peo-
ple with colon cancer do not 
experience any symptoms 

in the early stages of the dis-
ease.

RiSk FactoRS
l Old age: While colon can-
cer can be diagnosed at any 
age but it is mostly found in 
people above the age of 50 
years. There is no specific 
cause behind the diagno-
sis as the number is also 
increasing among young 
people.
l Personal History: If you 

have already had colon can-
cer or non-cancerous polyps 
then you are at a greater risk 

of getting colon cancer in 
future.
l Inflammatory intestinal 

conditions: It includes dis-
eases like Crohn’s disease 
and ulcerative colitis that 
can increase your risk of co-
lon cancer.
l  Inherited Syndromes: 

A very small percentage of 
colon cancers are caused 
due to inherited syndromes 
like Familial Adenomatous 
Polyposis (FAP), and Lynch 
syndrome, which is also 
known as Hereditary Non-
polyposis Colorectal Cancer 

(HNPCC).
l Family History: The risk 

of colorectal cancer increases 
if you have a blood relative 
who has had the disease. If 
more than one family mem-
ber has colon cancer, then 
the risk is even greater.
l  Sedentary Lifestyle: 

People who are inactive or 
adopt a high-fat or low-fibre 
diet are at an increased risk 
of colon cancer. Alcohol con-
sumption and heavy smok-
ing put you at higher risk. 
Following a healthy lifestyle 
and getting regular physical 
activity can reduce your risk.
l Type 2 Diabetes: Patients 

with type 2 diabetes (non-
insulin-dependent) have an 
increased risk of colorectal 
cancer.
l Obesity: People who are 

obese are at increased risk 
and have less favourable out-
comes compared to people 
with normal weight.
l Radiation therapy: This 

therapy when directed to-
wards the abdomen to treat 
previous cancers increases 
the risk of colon cancer.

pRevention
There are several precau-
tionary measures that you 
can adopt to prevent yourself 
from colon cancer:
l  Screening: Colon can-

cer screening through tra-
ditional colonoscopy every 
10 years after the age of 45 
is recommended before any 
signs or symptoms may de-
velop. Doctors also include 
several other tests that in-
clude: 

Colonoscopy: It is a type 
of screening where a colo-
noscope is used to gain im-
ages of the colon and rectum. 
This method is considered 
the “gold standard” in colon 
cancer screening because of 
its accuracy and the ability 
of your doctor to remove the 
growths at the same time.

Virtual/CT colonoscopy: 
In this method the doctors 
use computed tomography 
(CT) scans once the colon is 
slightly inflated to provide 
clearer images 

Flexible sigmoidoscopy: 
This uses a light and camera 
lens or a sigmoidoscope to 
view the colon

Fecal occult blood test 
(FOBT): This screening 
method uses a light and 
camera lens or a sigmoido-
scope to examine the colon. 
With this test, the doctors 
can find microscopic traces 
of blood that may not be vis-
ible during a normal bowel 
movement at home.

DNA stool test: This helps 
in analyzing a stool sample 
for any genetic changes that 
can indicate colorectal can-
cer. 
l Lifestyle changes: Mod-

erating your alcohol con-
sumption, curbing smok-
ing, maintaining a healthy 
weight and regular exercise 
are some preventive mea-
sures through which you 
can reduce your risk of colon 
cancer.
Dr Vijay Agarwal is Lead and 
Sr. Consultant  of Medical On-
cology and Haematology at As-
ter CMI Hospital in Bangalore. 

Can people with a family history of 
ColoreCtal CanCer reduCe the risk? 

Lung cancer: Common myths that everyone should know

The capital’s air quality has 
deteriorated during the last 
few years. It has had a sig-
nificant impact on people’s 
breathing and lungs. Krishna 
Murti, a consultant at a firm 
in Delhi, has been suffering 
from a cough that has wors-
ened and won’t go away, as 
well as shortness of breath, 
for quite some time. He did 
not seek medical attention 
because, like the majority of 
Delhi residents, he believed 
that the bad air quality was 
the root of his symptoms. 
During his morning walk, 
he felt an excruciating pain in 

his chest and began coughing 
up blood, prompting him to 
seek medical attention. The 
results of his tests came as a 
surprise to him and his fam-
ily, as he had been diagnosed 
with lung cancer.

Although lung cancer is the 
second most frequent type of 
cancer and the main cause 
of cancer deaths worldwide, 
there are still many miscon-
ceptions about it. Only 15% 
of lung cancer cases receive 
an early diagnosis, and un-
fortunately, symptoms only 
appear in advanced stages. 
Therefore, it’s critical to 
comprehend the “myths” 
that may put patients and 
their families through un-
necessary stress and affect 
their ability to make wise 
decisions.

The following are some 
prevalent beliefs concerning 
lung cancer and the facts be-
hind them:
•	 Lung cancer is a dis-

ease that affects smokers: 
Although it’s a common mis-
conception that lung cancer 

mainly affects smokers, 10% 
to 20% of cases are in non-
smokers (people who never 
smoked or used tobacco). 
Furthermore, this figure has 
been increasing recently, par-
ticularly among women.
•	 Risk of getting lung 

cancer cannot be reduced: 
Quitting smoking, avoiding 
passive smoking, checking 
your home for radon (a gas 
that can cause lung cancer), 
avoiding workplace carcino-
gens, exercising frequently, 
and maintaining a nutritious 

diet can all lessen your risk of 
developing lung cancer.
•	 Men are more prone to 

develop lung cancer: Lung 
cancer can develop in non-
smokers, and both men and 
women can suffer from it.
•	 Lung cancer is always 

fatal: The idea that lung 
cancer is always fatal is in-
correct. With the help of the 
tremendous advancements 
in medicine over the past de-
cade, even lung cancer identi-
fied in a more advanced stage 
of the disease today has a 

significantly better chance 
of long-term survival.
•	 Lung cancer screen-

ings can cause lung cancer: 
CT scans for lung cancer 
screening use low radiation 
doses. Natural radiation ex-
posure from environmental 
sources causes the average 
person to be exposed to 3 
millisieverts of radiation over 
the course of a year. A low-
dose CT lung screening scan, 
in contrast, exposes patients 
to about 1.5 millisieverts 
of radiation. Only patients 
with a high risk of lung can-
cer due to age and smoking 
history are given a low-dose 
CT lung scan. In contrast to 
not diagnosing lung cancer, 
which, when found in an ear-
ly stage, can be easily treated 
and frequently cured, there 
is a significantly lower risk 
with the use of low-dose CT 
lung screening.
•	 No point in quitting 

smoking: Quitting smoking 
and using tobacco is never 
too late. You can significantly 
lower your risk of developing 

cancer and other diseases by 
quitting smoking as soon as 
possible. In fact, ten years af-
ter stopping, your chance of 
developing lung cancer can 
be cut in half compared to 
someone who is still smok-
ing.
•	 Everyone gets the 

same lung cancer therapy:  
Lung cancer treatments are 
unique to each patient, much 
like the disease itself. There 
are numerous lung cancer 
therapies available, ranging 
from chemotherapy and im-
munotherapy (using your 
own body’s natural defences) 
through radiation and surgi-
cal resection. Treatments are 
given to the patients based on 
their particular needs.

While there are some lung 
cancer misconceptions, 
knowing the truth and being 
aware of your risk are both 
crucial steps in improving 
your health.
Dr Novak Gupta is Sr Consul-
tant of Medical Oncology at 
ESIC Medical College in Farid-
abad. 

role of evening primrose 
oil in management of 
premenstrual syndrome

fun faCts about psyChology 

Premenstrual syndrome 
(PMS) is a condition primar-
ily associated with physical, 
emotional, and behavioural 
symptoms during women’s 
menstruation. It has been 
estimated that 74.4% of 
menstruating women are 
affected mainly by PMS in 
India. PMS is distinguished 
by over 150 clinical symp-
toms, including breast pain, 
headache, backache, irrita-
bility, depression, food crav-
ings, and irritable bowel 
syndrome during the luteal 
phase of menstrual cycles. 
Anxiety, depression, acne, 
weakness, and headaches 
are common symptoms of 
PMS. Symptoms appear 
primarily in women between 
25 and 35 years old, although 
symptoms may be observed 
at any age between adoles-
cence and menopause.

The pathogenesis of PMS 
is not fully understood. The 
best-known concept is the 

presumed role of circulating 
gonadal steroids in develop-
ing PMS symptoms, as sup-
pression of ovulation ben-
efits PMS. However, cyclic 
changes in ovarian steroids 
do not appear to be the only 
cause of PMS symptoms, as 
daily serum progesterone 
and estrogen concentra-
tions are similar in women 
with and without PMS. It 
indicates that PMS might be 
associated with enhanced 
responsiveness to varying 
concentrations of these hor-
mones.

Unfortunately, PMS affects 
the quality of life by interfer-
ing with daily activities like 
school, work, or socialising. 
Thus, subsidising symptoms 
becomes the primary goal of 
managing PMS. Treatment 
options for PMS include hor-
monal therapy, antidepres-
sants, and lifestyle changes. 
Choosing an appropriate 
treatment option is further 
complicated by serious side 
effects. Thus, most people 
have shown interest in nu-
traceuticals due to their po-
tential nutritional, safe, and 
therapeutic effects. Supple-
ments such as vitamin B6, 
calcium, vitamin D, and 
magnesium are less studied 
alternative treatment options 
for PMS. With current treat-
ment options lacking efficacy 
and safety, more research 
into alternative treatments 
for PMS management is re-
quired. Evening primrose 

oil (EPO) is one of the treat-
ment options that have been 
reported to be beneficial for 
PMS.

Evening primrose oil, 
with the commercial name 
“EPO,” is a valuable fixed oil 
extracted from the O. bien-
nis seeds. EPO contains both 
linoleic acid (60-80%) and 
-linoleic acid (8-14%) ome-
ga-6 fatty acids. These are 
essential fatty acids that are 
not synthesised in the body. 
It is a widely used natural 
remedy for the management 
of PMS symptoms such 
as breast soreness, mood 
swings, and irritability.

Essential fatty acids pres-
ent in EPO help in prosta-
glandin synthesis, which has 
anti-inflammatory and im-
mune-regulating properties 
and can reduce the symp-
toms of PMS. It is assumed 
that EPO leads to increased 
levels of gamma-linolenic 
acid (GLA) and dihomo—

linoleic acid (DGLA) in the 
blood, thereby producing 
anti-inflammatory respons-
es. A few studies in humans 
have also shown that GLA 
supplementation significant-
ly increases the synthesis of 
the anti-inflammatory PGE1. 
Studies say that prostaglan-
din E1 (PGE), derived from 
dietary essential fatty acids, 
can minimise the biological 
effects of prolactin, which 
has an outsized impact in 
the absence of PGE. Treating 
PMS with EPO for at least 
six weeks reduces mood 
symptoms, the feeling of ill-
ness, and breast pain.

 According to studies, a 
daily intake of 2 mg of prim-
rose oil over a three-month 
treatment period can reduce 
breast pain more than any 
other PMS symptoms. EPO 
remarkably reduces anxi-
ety, fatigue, and depression 
after the first treatment cy-
cle. Moreover, EPO showed 
better efficacy in manag-
ing the symptoms of PMS 
when compared to Vitamin 
E supplementation. The 
therapeutic effectiveness of 
evening primrose oil in the 
management of PMS is the 
subject of many clinical tri-
als. 180 mg/d of -linoleic acid 
reduced the severity and du-
ration of PMS in one study. 
Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clinical 
Pharmacologist and Nutraceu-
tical Physician, Founder and 
CEO IntelliMed Healthcare 
Suctions.

Lung cancer is the second most frequent type of cancer.

Screening helps in detecting colorectal cancer early.
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If one believes in the exis-
tence of a just God, then a 
belief in reincarnation can 
follow very readily, as the 
two beliefs are really de-
pendent, one on the other. 
But what about the skep-
tics and the atheists? Can 
the truth of reincarnation 
be scientifically proven to 
their satisfaction? Can the 
theory of reincarnation be 
in any way scientifically 
experimented upon so as to 
furnish not only hope but 
actual proof of its reality?

Material scientists claim 
they have not found any ac-
tual proof of the existence 
of a God, and hence can-
not offer any proof of the 
existence of His just law, 
giving equal opportunity to 
all life to improve through 
reincarnation. To such sci-
entists, the sufferings of 
innocent babies, and other 
inequalities of life, seem in-
explicable and point to the 
absence of any just God.

On the other hand, most 
of those who do believe in 
a just God base their faith 
on belief only, and have no 
scientific proof to offer to 
unbelievers. They do not 
dare, for the most part, to 
scrutinize or deeply ques-
tion their faith for fear of 
losing it or of starting some 
social inharmony. They are 
not aware, in other words, 

of the existence of a scien-
tific spiritual law which 
can prove their beliefs to be 
truth.

USE METHODS OF  
EXPERIMENTATION  
TO INVESTIGATE  
SPIRITUAL LAW
But why should not the 
methods of experimenta-
tion used by the material 
scientist to discover physi-
cal truths be applied in in-
vestigating spiritual law? 
This question was asked 
centuries ago by the Hindu 
savants, and they set about 
the task of answering it. 
Their experiments resulted 
in scientific methods which 
can be followed by anyone 
to discover the reality of 
spiritual law, and hence of 
reincarnation and many 
other of the great cosmic 
truths.

Since this method does ex-
ist, no one has the right to 
say reincarnation and other 
spiritual laws do not oper-
ate, until he has tried the 
method and seen the result 
for himself. A scientist is, 
of course, privileged to ex-
press his opinion, but it re-
mains an opinion only, not 
a fact. In physical science, 
certain methods must be 
adopted and followed in or-
der to prove the truth of any 
given theory. To the naked 
eye, certain germs are not 
visible. One must use a mi-
croscope to detect the pres-
ence of the germs. If a per-
son refuses to look through 
the microscope, he cannot 
be said to have scientifically 
tested the theory that germs 
were present. His opinion 
is, therefore, valueless, since 
he had not followed the pre-
scribed rules for arriving at 
the truth of the theory.

So it is in spiritual things. 
The method has been dis-
covered, the rules laid 
down, and the result is open 
to anyone who is interested 
enough to experiment. In 
the Western world, due to 
the lack of this scientific ap-
proach to spiritual law, the 
value of religion has been 
greatly diminished as a liv-
ing factor in the life of man, 
and spiritual doctrines are 
believed in or rejected sim-
ply on the ground of per-
sonal bias, rather than as a 
result of scientific investiga-
tion.

To Find the Truth of Rein-
carnation Experiment upon 
the Consciousness of Man

How did the master minds 
of ancient India discover 
these unalterable cosmic 
laws? Through experiments 
on the life and thought of 
man, in the laboratories of 
their hermitages. To find 
the truth of physical things, 
we must experiment upon 
physical substances. So to 
find the truth of reincar-
nation, or the passage of 
an identical soul through 
many bodies, it is necessary 
to experiment upon the con-
sciousness of man. These 
scientists of old found that 
the human ego outlasts all 
the changes of experience 
and thought during the state 
of wakefulness, or dream 
and of deep sleep, during 
the life-time. The experi-
ence changed the environ-
ment, sensations, thoughts, 
and bodily states changed, 
but the sense of identity, of 
“I,” did not change, from 
birth to death. Hence the 
Hindu experimenters ar-
gued that through concen-
tration on the ego, through 
a constant conscious, aloof, 
unidentified introspection 

or watching of the various 
changing states of life—of 
wakefulness, dreaming or 
deep sleep, that one could 
perceive the changeless and 
eternal nature of the ego. 
Ordinarily, one is conscious 
of his waking state and even 
sometimes of his dream-
ing state. Often, people are 
aware that they are dream-
ing. Even in their dream 
they know they are dream-
ing. So, through certain 
methods and practices, one 
can come to be aware of ev-
ery state, of sleep, dream or 
dreamless “deep sleep.”

During sleep there is in-
voluntary relaxation of en-
ergy from the motor and 
sensory nerves. Through 
practice one can produce 
this relaxation during the 
waking state also, at will. In 
the Big Sleep of death there 

is still further relaxation—
the retirement of energy 
from the heart and cerebro-
spinal axis. But by certain 
practices, this further relax-
ation may be produced con-
sciously in the waking state. 
In other words, every invol-
untary function may be ac-
complished voluntarily and 
consciously by practice.

These ancient Hindus 
found that death was the 
withdrawal of the electric-
ity of life from the bulb of 
human flesh containing the 
wires of sensory and motor 
nerves to the different chan-
nels of outward expression. 
Just as electricity does not 
die when it is withdrawn 
from a broken bulb, so life-
energy is not annihilated 
when it retires from the in-
voluntary nerves. Energy 
cannot die. It withdraws, 

upon the occasion of death, 
to the Cosmic Energy.

In sleep, the conscious 
mind ceases to operate—the 
current is temporarily with-
drawn from the nerves; and 
in death, the human con-
sciousness ceases to express 
through the body perma-
nently. It is as though one 
had a paralyzed arm—one 
is mentally conscious of that 
arm, but cannot function 
through it. Medical records 
tell of the case of a clergy-
man who once fell into a 
state of coma (suspended an-
imation). He heard everyone 
around bewailing his appar-
ent death, but could not ex-
press his awareness through 
his physical organs. His 
body motor had “stalled” 
and refused to respond to his 
mental commands. At last, 
when his friends were about 

to take him to be embalmed, 
he made a supreme effort, 
and was able to move, after 
24 hours of complete ap-
parent death. This instance 
illustrates the constancy of 
awareness of “I-ness” or per-
sonal identity, even though 
the body is seemingly dead.

MASTERY OVER 
DEATH
The Hindu teachers stated 
that one must learn to sepa-
rate the energy and con-
sciousness from the body, 
consciously. One must con-
sciously watch the state of 
sleep, and must practice 
the voluntary withdrawal 
of energy consciously from 
the heart and spinal re-
gions. Thus he learns to do 
consciously what death will 
otherwise force on him un-
consciously and unwillingly.

There is a case on record, in 
the files of French and other 
European doctors, of a man 
named Sadhu Haridas, in 
the court of Emperor Ran-
jit Singh of India, who was 
able to separate his energy 
and consciousness from 
his body, and then connect 
the two together again after 
several months. His body 
was buried underground 
and watch was kept over 
the spot, day and night, for 
months. At the end of this 
time his body was dug up 
and examined by the Eu-
ropean doctors, who made 
an examination and pro-
nounced him dead. But after 
a few minutes, he opened 
his eyes and regained all the 
control over all the func-
tions of his body, and lived 
for many years more. He had 
simply learned by practice 
how to control all the invol-
untary functions of his body 
and mind. He was a spiritual 

scientist who experimented 
with prescribed methods for 
learning the truth of cosmic 
law, and as a result, he was 
in a position to demonstrate 
the truth of the theory of the 
changelessness of personal 
identity and the external na-
ture of the life-principle.

Those who would know 
the scientific truth of the 
doctrine of reincarnation 
must follow the rules laid 
down many centuries ago 
by Hindu savants, and 
must learn to (1) be con-
scious during sleep, (2) be 
able to produce dreams 
at will, (3) to disconnect 
themselves consciously, 
not passively as during 
sleep, from the five senses, 
and (4) to control the ac-
tion of the heart, i.e., expe-
rience conscious death or 
suspended animation. This 
is the art of separating the 
soul from the body.

By following the practices 
which lead to the above 
results, we can follow the 
ego in all states of exis-
tence—follow it conscious-
ly through death, through 
space, to other bodies or 
other worlds. But those 
who do not learn these 
things cannot retain their 
sense of personal identity, 
of awareness or conscious-
ness during the big sleep of 
death, and hence cannot re-
member any previous state, 
or even the “deep sleep” 
states during one life.

But by adopting the meth-
ods of the ancient Hindu 
scientists who experiment-
ed with such laws, and who 
thereby gave the world a 
knowledge that is priceless 
and demonstrable, one may 
come to know the scientific 
truth of reincarnation and 
all other eternal verities.

Reincarnation: How can it be scientifically proved?
‘A JUST GOD’

We become good 
at whatever we 
practise.  The 

funny thing is, most of us 
are experts at practising dis-
traction. Often, we seek new 
distractions to distract us 
from what is distracting us 
to distraction!

We live in a society that 
trains us to multi-task. Our 
focus flits constantly and we 
jump from one thing to an-
other without any conscious 
control on our attention. 

In a world, where incessant 

and mutually competing in-
puts keep bombarding us 
with sensory feeds through 
all conceivable media, leaving 
us distracted and scattered 
in every waking moment, 
rushing from one thing to 
another all the time, has be-
come an unconscious habit 
that is destroying our minds. 
Social Media Addiction is an 
invisible monster that is tak-
ing over our minds. Distrac-
tions are an addiction now. 
We want excitement, vari-
ety and new experiences all 

the time. Our mind, numbed 
with myriad social media in-
puts, gets bored very quick-
ly, seeking new thrills all 
the time. We are constantly 
swiping our phone screens, 
or switching TV channels 
and ingesting information 
that hardly register or retain.

The mind is flitting con-
stantly, and looking for its 
‘fix’, moment to moment. 
This is an addiction which 
is tough to deal with. The 
threshold of thrill to keep 
the mind engaged needs to 
keep rising. Media content 
that excited one’s mind a few 
days back, cannot elicit the 
same pleasurable response 
and thrilling experience 
anymore, and thus, the mind 
seeks different, more pro-
voking media content. This 

drains one’s energy and pulls 
one deeper into the cycle of 
this sensory input addiction. 

We need to learn to concen-
trate, and get away from this 
constant bombardment of 
the senses. Ironically, there 

are many, many self-help 
sites and videos explaining 
processes to work on the 
mind, which also bombard 
and overwhelm us constant-
ly, advising us to practise the 
art of concentration!

We need to figure out one 
mind-stilling and concentra-
tion technique that can aid 
in focusing and discarding 
sensory temptations and in-
dulgences, that is suited to us. 
We cannot flit about trying 
out this technique now and 
that one later all the time. At 
some point in time, we have 
to settle down, and trust the 
process. Learning to hold a 
single thought for a period 
of time is not easy. But it will 
surely help bring the mind to 
stillness. Japa is the constant 
repetition of a single mantra 
or word. It stops the mind 
from indulging in distrac-
tions. Often, synchronisa-
tion of the mantra with your 
breathing is a good idea.

Chanting collectively and 
audibly with a group of prac-

titioners is a good starting 
point. Later, one can chant 
on one’s own, sitting in a se-
cluded space. After a while, 
one can chant inaudibly, and 
eventually, mentally. As one 
progresses in one’s practice, 
distractions begin fading 
away and the mind begins 
to quieten down. Choose a 
simple mantra. Any word 
or phrase will do, but it is al-
ways a good idea to go to an 
adept yoga practitioner or a 
meditation teacher and learn. 
Ancient traditions always ad-
vised learning meditation, 
japa and yoga techniques 
from a wise guru who is es-
tablished in the self.

Finding such a teacher is 
rare. You will not be able to 
find them through advertise-
ments. They remain obscure 

and mysterious. They too are 
eager to find deserving seek-
ers upon whom they can 
bestow their deep wisdom. 
Do not spend too much time 
searching for a guru. Start 
your practice wherever you 
are right now. The road will 
reveal itself as you stumble 
along. You will often lose 
your way. You will meet 
charlatans, swindlers and 
fame-seekers as you walk the 
path. That too, is spiritual un-
derstanding and education. 
However, if you keep going 
through your meditation 
practice with sincerity, the 
true master will soon seek 
you out.
Deepam Chatterjee is the author 
of The Millennial Yogi. He can 
be contacted on  deepamchatter-
jee@yahoo.co.in

CAN YOU HOLD A SINGLE THOUGHT FOR ONE MINUTE? 
MULTI-TASKING

PARAMHANSA YOGANANDA

SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR 

Day, night, clouds and col-
ors all appear in the sky and 
later disappear. Similarly, the 
mind imagines many things, 
which disappear just as they 
came.

Just as the light fades away 
in the evening, anger also 
fades away. It is the same 
with envy. There is a limit 
to everything. When one 

thought arises, another falls 
away. Where does it go? All is 
in our mind. That mind is the 
Self. Clouds may cover the 
sky, but the purity of the sky 
remains untouched. What-

ever may be the state of the 
mind, the Self is pure. There 
is no such thing as a bad self. 
As anger is a quality of the 
Divine, it is also a quality of 
the Self! That is why it is said, 

“Atma chittam” – the mind 
itself is the Self. The mind is 
part of the Divine.

When we say, “Do your 
sadhana,” it means sadhana 
needs to be done daily. This 

is because there are mil-
lions of cells in our brain. 
Some work today, and oth-
ers work tomorrow just like 
workers take shifts in a fac-
tory. The factory is running 

continually, but the work-
ers have shifts – they come, 
work and leave. Similarly, in 
our brain, neurons work in 
shifts. There are millions of 
neurons in your brain. For 

them to gain knowledge, 
all the neurons need to be 
trained. Why do we have to 
do sadhana regularly? It is 
because some neurons are 
trained today, others will get 

trained tomorrow and others 
will be trained the day after 
tomorrow. Through this 
process, one day you will 
reach perfection, siddhi. Do 
you understand?  This will 
happen only if japa chant-
ing or meditation is done 
regularly. That is why this 
is emphasized to do sadhana 
every day. If you skip a day, 
then those cells that are on 
duty that day will not be 
trained. They will have to 
wait for their next turn, and 
until then, they sit there 
untrained. That is why our 
daily practice is necessary. 
“Atma chittam” – everything 
is of the very nature of the 
Self. This is a very valuable 
sutra, and when we under-
stand it, it leads to discrimi-
nation and knowledge. 

ATMA CHITTAM: THIS SHIV SUTRA CONVEYS SOMETHING VERY IMPORTANT
STATE OF THE MIND

DEEPAM CHATTERJEE
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WOMEN’S CRICKET

TDG NETWORK
NORTH SOUND 

Nat Sciver’s knock of 90 
runs and Charlie Dean’s 
four wickets haul helped 
England register a 142 runs 
victory over West Indies in 
the first ODI of the three-
match series.

England posted 307 for 
7 after being put in to bat 
and bowled out the West 
Indies for just 165 in 40.3 
overs as Dean took four-for 
in just her 20th ODI. Sciver, 
who prioritised her mental 
health and missed the India 
series at home in Septem-
ber, blasted nine fours in her 
96-ball innings as England 
scored 307-7 in Antigua. 
Danni Wyatt also scored 

68 runs off 60 balls in her 
100th ODI, including three 
sixes.

Vice-captain Amy Jones 
and opener Tammy Beau-
mont both made respectable 

contributions, while skipper 
Heather Knight, who had 
hip surgery in July, scored 
16 before England bowled 
out the West Indies for 165 
in 40.3 overs.

England beat West Indies 
by 142 runs in first ODI 

Team England

DAY 5

ENGLAND BEAT VALIANT PAKISTAN BY 
74-RUNS IN FIRST TEST 
Incredible bowling per-

formances from Ollie 
Robinson and James 

Anderson and compliment-
ed well by England’s bat-
ting, saw the visitors defeat 
Pakistan by 74 runs in their 
first Test in the country 
in 17 years, at Rawalpindi  
on Monday.

With this win, England 
took a 1-0 lead in the three-
match series. Resuming the 
chase of 343 runs on the 
final day, Pakistan took to 
the field at the score of 80/2, 
with Imam-Ul-Haq (43*) 
and Saud Shakeel (24*) un-
beaten at the crease.

Five overs into the day, 
England’s ageless wonder 
James Anderson struck 
early, sending back an 
in-form Imam for 48.  
Pakistan was 89/3.

Shakeel, however, carried 
on, forming a partnership 
of 87 runs with star wick-
etkeeper-batter Moham-
med Rizwan. The duo took 
Pakistan’s score into the 
170s. Anderson broke the 
partnership, sending back 
Rizwan four-runs short of 
his half-century. At 176/4, 
the match ws in the balance.

Soon after Saud Shakeel 
brought up his maiden 

half-century, Robinson 
dismissed the batter for a 
well-made 76 off 159 balls. 
The dismissal was brought 
about with a great deal of 
assistance from Keaton Jen-
nings at short cover. Half of 
Pakistan’s innings was back 
in the pavilion for 198.

It was then that Agha 
Salman and Azhar Ali de-
cided to fight back. Both 
batters pushed Pakistan 
past the 250-run mark.

Howeve r,  Rob i n s o n 
struck to remove them both 
for 30 and 40 respectively. 
Pakistan was at 260/7 and 

needed 83 runs with three 
wickets to go.

The lower-order of the 
hosts could not put up a 
fight against Anderson and 
Jack Leach and Pakistan 
was bundled out for 268 
runs in 96.3 overs.

Anderson (4/36) and Rob-

inson (4/50) were England’s 
architects with the ball 
against a resilient Pakistan. 
Leach and Ben Stokes got a 
wicket each.

In their second innings, 
England declared at 264/7, 
opening a lead of 342 runs 
and setting a 343-run target 

for Pakistan. Harry Brook 
scored 87 off 65 balls, with 
11 fours and three sixes. Joe 
Root (73) and Zak Crawley 
(50) also scored fifties.

Naseem Shah, Moham-
mad Ali and Zahid Mah-
mood took two wick-
ets. Agha Salman also 
 got a scalp.

In their first innings, Paki-
stan was bundled out for 
579, in reply to England’s 
first innings score of 657. 
They were trailing by 78 
runs in the match at that 
point. Babar Azam (136) 
scored a brilliant ton, with 
openers Imam-ul-Haq (121) 
and Abdullah Shafique (114) 
also hitting big.

Will Jacks (6/161) was fan-
tastic for England with the 
ball on his debut. Jack Leach 
took two scalps while James 
Anderson and Ollie Robin-
son took a wicket each.

England posted 657 in 
their first innings. The visi-
tors took full advantage of 
the batting-friendly condi-
tions and Crawley (122), Ben 
Duckett (107), Ollie Pope 
(108) and Harry Brook (153) 
posted tons.

Zahid Mahmood (4/235) 
and Naseem Shah (3/140) 
were the picks of the bowl-
ers for Pakistan. Ali took 
two while Haris Rauf also 
got a wicket.

TDG NETWORK
RAWALPINDI 

England celebrate after their win against Pakistan in the first test at Rawalpindi.

UNBEATEN PARTNERSHIP

TDG NETWORK
DHAKA

Mehidy Hasan Miraz and 
Mustafizur Rahman stitched 
up an unbeaten 51-run part-
nership to guide Bangladesh 
home against India in an 
edge-of-the-seat nail-biter in 
Dhaka on Sunday.

After it appeared that there 
was no hope left, Bangladesh 
fought their way back into 
the game to produce a mem-
orable victory and take a 1-0 
lead in the ODI series. The ar-
chitect of the victory, Player 
of the Match, Mehidy Hasan, 
however, asserted that he be-
lieved that he could win it for 
Bangladesh despite the situa-
tion they were in.

“Maybe people will call me 
pagol (mad) but I had the 
honest belief that we could 
win. I only focused on win-
ning the game. I kept telling 
myself that I can do this. I 
thought I’d score 15 runs with 
Ebadot, 20 runs with Hasan 
Mahmud and the remaining 

15-20 runs with Mustafiz. But 
two quick wickets meant that 
it was a do-or-die situation 
with the last wicket remain-
ing. I had to take calculated 
risks. Mustafiz’s words real-
ly stayed with me. It gave me 
more belief,” ESPNcricinfo 
quoted Mehidy as saying.

He revealed that the words 
of his batting partner, No.11 
Mustafizur, gave him confi-

dence.
“Mustafizur told me, ‘You 

don’t worry about me. I will 
stop the ball at my end. I will 
take balls on the body, but I 
won’t get out’,” he said.

“If I thought that we would 
lose or we won’t be able to 
get the remaining runs, it 
wouldn’t have worked out 
like this. It was definitely a 
do-or-die situation. There 

was no problem getting out 
trying to hit out. When we 
needed 50 runs, I took the 
chances. It came off,” Mehidy 
said.

Mehidy slammed Kuldeep 
Sen for two sixes in an over 
and thereafter hammered 
Deepak Chahar for three 
fours in the 44th over. It re-
duced the runs remaining 
to 14, and that’s when it got 

serious.
“If I thought that we would 

lose or we won’t be able to 
get the remaining runs, it 
wouldn’t have worked out 
like this. It was definitely a 
do-or-die situation. There 
was no problem to get out 
trying to hit out. When we 
needed 50 runs, I took the 
chances. It came off. But 
when we needed 14 or 10 
runs, then I got really excit-
ed. We have lost a lot of close 
matches, but Mustafiz kept 
giving me encouragement. 
He told me, ‘don’t hurry, 
don’t try to hit a six. You bat 
along the ground, we will get 
the runs’. I was very clear 
with my game plan. I knew 
exactly what I wanted to do. 
I think that helped out also,” 
Mehidy said.

Mehidy was helped by 
Mustafizur’s assured posture 
at the other end, where he 
even launched Bangladesh’s 
first boundary since the 23rd 
over with a four through 
the covers.

I KEPT TELLING MYSELF I CAN DO THIS: MEHIDY 
HASAN MIRAZ AFTER HIS MATCH-WINNING KNOCK

Bangladesh’s Mehidy Hasan Miraz and Mustafizur Rahman cross for a run during the 1st ODI against 
India, at Shere Bangla National Stadium, in Dhaka on Sunday.

MAIDEN EDITION

The All-India Women’s 
Selection Committee 
has picked India U19 
Women’s squad for the 
upcoming bilateral away 
T20 series against South 
Africa U19 and the ICC 
U19 Women’s World 
Cup to follow.

The maiden edition of 
the ICC U19 Women’s 
T20 World Cup featur-
ing 16 teams will take 
place in South Africa 
from 14 to 29 January, 
2023. India’s Under-19 
team will play five T20s 
against South Africa 

from 27 December to 
4 January in Pretoria. 
The 18-year-old Indian 
opener Shafali Verma 
will lead Team India at 
the inaugural Under-19 
Women’s T20 World 
Cup in South Africa 
early the following year. 
Shweta Sehrawat has 
been appointed Verma’s 
deputy.

The senior women’s 
team’s 19-year-old wick-
etkeeper Richa Ghosh, 
who has played 25 T20Is 
and 17 ODIs, was also se-
lected for the 15-member 
squad.

India is placed in 
Group    D alongside 

South 
Africa, 
UAE 
and 
Scot-
land. 
The top 
three 
teams 
from each 
group will 
progress to 
the Super 
Six round, 
where 
teams 
will be 

pooled 
into two groups 

of six.
The top two teams 

from each group will 
then progress to the 
semi-finals, which will 
be played on 27 Janu-
ary at JB Marks Oval 
in Potchefstroom. The 
final will take place at 
the same venue on 29 
January.

Placed in Group D 
India will take on Scot-
land, South Africa and 
the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) in the group 
stage.

India will face South 
Africa in their open-
ing match of the tour-

nament on 14 January. 

The Women in Blue will 
next lock horns with 
UAE on 16 January and 
Scotland on 18 January. 
The historical event will 
showcase the future 
stars of the game with 16 
teams travelling to South 
Africa to compete in 41 
matches from 14 to 29 
January, 2023 in Benoni 
and Potchefstroom.

India U19 Women’s 
team for ICC Under 19 
Women’s World Cup 
- Shafali Verma (Cap-
tain), Shweta Sehrawat 
(Vice-Captain), Richa 
Ghosh (WK), G Trisha, 
Soumya Tiwari, Sonia 
Mehdiya, Hurley Gala, 

Hrishita Basu (WK), 
Sonam Yadav, Mannat 
Kashyap, Archana Devi, 
Parshavi Chopra, Titas 
Sadhu, Falak Naz and 
Shabnam MD.

India U19 Women’s 
team for SA T20s: Sha-
fali Verma (Captain), 
Shweta Sehrawat (Vice-
Captain), Richa Ghosh 
(WK), G Trisha, Soumya 
Tiwari, Sonia Mehdiya, 
Hurley Gala, Hrishita 
Basu (WK), Sonam Ya-
dav, Mannat Kashyap, 
Archana Devi, Parshavi 
Chopra, Titas Sadhu, 
Falak Naz, Shabnam 
MD, Shikha, Najla CMC 
and Yashashree. 

SHAFALI VERMA TO LEAD INDIAN U-19 
TEAM IN WOMEN’S WORLD CUP 2023

65TH NSCC
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NEW DELHI 

Manu, Sarabjot lift mixed 
team pistol title at 65th NSCC

Manu Bhaker and Sarabjot 
Singh won the 10m air pistol 
mixed team title at the 65th 
National Shooting Champi-
onship Competitions (NSCC) 
here at the MP Shooting 
Academy range in Bhopal, 
venue of the Pistol shoot-
ing events. The Haryana 
duo trounced Karnataka’s 
Divya T.S. and Imroz 16-4 
in the gold medal encounter. 
Manu and Sarabjot had ear-
lier topped the qualification 
round as well with a com-
bined score of 575, where the 
Karnataka pair had finished 
second with 573 to setup title 
clash. Punjab and ONGC 
shared the bronze medals.

In the junior mixed team 
pistol, the gold was won by 
Uttar Pradesh’s Anjali and 
Sagar, when they beat Ut-
tarakhand’s Yashsavi and 
Abhinav 18-16 in the gold 
medal match. Maharashtra 
and Andhra Pradesh won 
the bronze medals on offer.

At the Vattiyoorkkavu 
Shooting Range in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Kerala, where 
the Rifle nationals are being 
hosted, the Indian Navy’s 
Niraj Kumar won the 50m 
rifle prone men’s event with 
a score of 625.8.

Olympian Aishwary Prat-
ap Singh Tomar represent-
ing Madhya Pradesh, won 
silver with 624.8 while Del-
hi’s Tarun Yadav won bronze 
with a score of 623.4. Niraj in 

fact won double gold, taking 
the team title in men’s prone 
along with G. Purusotha-
man and Ajay Thakur.

Earlier, Olympian Manu 
Bhaker, swept the women’s 
25m pistol competition at 
the 65th National Shooting 
Championship Competi-
tions (65th NSCC), adding 
the individual women’s and 
junior women’s gold to the 
two-team golds she had al-
ready won in the discipline.

STRAIGHT SETS

TDG NETWORK
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Sukant strikes gold at 
Peru Para Badminton 
International

World No 3 Sukant Kadam 
smashed his way to a gold 
medal at the recently con-
cluded Peru Para-Badminton 
International, defeating ace 
shuttler defeated Singapore’s 
Chee Hiong Ang.

India won 14 medals in total 
(6 gold, 1 silver and 7 bronze). 
Sukant maintained his domi-
nance right from the word 
go in the finals. He defeated 
Chee Hiong Ang in straight 
sets with a score line of 21-14 
and 21-15. The match lasted 
32 minutes. The ace shuttler 
didn’t put a foot wrong and 
had a great final.

Talking about the same 
Sukant Kadam said, “I am 
really happy with the 
result, I have been 
training hard. I have 
had a good year and 
I hope that I continue 
with the 
same con-
sis- tency 

next year.”
In the women’s category, 

Nithya Sre Sumathy Sivan 
and Mandeep Kaur clinched 
the titles in the SH6 and SL3 
singles sections.

While Nithya overpow-
ered Peru’s Giuliana Poveda 
Flores 21-6, 21-13, Mandeep 
defeated Ukraine’s Oksana  
Kozyna 21-11, 21-11.

Indian men’s doubles 
pair Nehal and Breno Jo-
hann (SL3-SL4) and the 
women’s doubles duo of 
Parul Parmar and Vaish-
ali Nilesh Patel (SL3-SU5) 
claimed gold medals in their  
respective categories.

The Indian duo of Nehal 
and Breno thrashed Peru 
pair of Renzo Diquez Bances 

Morales and Pedro Pablo 
De Vinatea 21-16 21-

13, while Parul and 
Vaishali registered 
a close win 21-17 21-
19 over Peru’s Kelly 

Edith Ari Escalante 
and Mandeep. 

Manu Bhaker 

Sukant Kadam

TDG NETWORK
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FIFA WC 

England oust Senegal to set up 
quarterfinal clash with France

England breezed past Sen-
egal with a 3-0 victory in the 
round of 16 encounter at the 
Al-Bayt Stadium on Sunday 
to set up a tempting World 
Cup quarterfinal matchup 
with the reigning champions 
France.

Senegal had looked well 
capable of fighting England, 
but Jordan Henderson and 
captain Harry Kane scored 
shortly before halftime to 
give England a 2-0 lead. Bu-
kayo Saka scored the third 
goal in the second half to 
seal the game for England. 
Senegal striker Boulaye Dia, 
looked threatening on the 
break after England’s de-
fence negligently gave the 
ball away just beyond the 
half-hour mark and came 
closest for the African team 
when he brought out a 
sharp one-handed stop from  
Jordan Pickford.

In the 38th minute, Hender-
son calmed England’s fears 
by stroking the ball in after 
Jude Bellingham had played 
him in at the end of a beauti-
ful passing sequence.

In the first half’s final shot, 
Kane fired a fierce shot past 
goalkeeper Edouard Mendy, 
moving him one goal behind 
Wayne Rooney’s tally of 53 

goals for England.
With the final kick of the 

first half, Kane sent a fierce 
shot past Edouard Mendy, 
moving him one goal behind 
Wayne Rooney’s record of 53 
goals for England.

At halftime, Senegal’s man-
ager Rigobert Song made 
a few substitutions, but it 
had little impact as England 
went up three in the 57th 
minute thanks to Bukayo 
Saka’s exquisite touch on Phil 
Foden’s cross through the 
six-yard box over Mendy’s  
outstretched arms.

With Saka’s goal, England 
has now scored 12 goals in 
Qatar, equaling the nation’s 
World Cup record set when 
they advanced to the semifi-
nals in Russia. The Three Li-
ons finished the game easily.

Earlier, England dominated 

the first half to take a two-goal 
lead against Senegal through 
Harry Kane and Jordan Hen-
derson at the end of the first 
half in the round of 16 clash at 
the Al-Bayt Stadium on Sun-
day. Henderson and Kane’s 
goals have England comfort-
ably ahead. Senegal, who had 
been gaining ground in the 
match-up until that opening 
goal, had been cut open be-
fore the end. The African na-
tion had a long way to go to 
get back from here.

The quarterfinal clash on 11 
December will be a mouth-
watering matchup between 
Gareth Southgate’s team and 
France, who defeated Poland 
3-1 earlier in the day. It will be 
the first-ever knockout stage 
meeting between the two 
European heavyweights at 
 a World Cup. 

TDG NETWORK
AL KHOR 

MUTUAL AGREEMENT

Saudi Arabia club Al-Nassr eyes 
free agent Cristiano Ronaldo

Saudi Arabian club Al-Nassr 
has made the best offer so far 
to star striker Cristiano Ron-
aldo, who recently left Man-
chester United after reaching a 
mutual agreement with them.

As per Sky Sports, the Por-
tugal star has not yet com-
pleted his deal with the club 
and is yet to sign with them. 
Al-Nassr is one of the clubs 
from the country which wants 
to sign Ronaldo, who is cur-
rently a free agent. Ronaldo’s 
likely destination would be a 
club in Saudi Arabia, with the 
country interested in mak-
ing him an ambassador of the 
sport there.

Meanwhile, Ronaldo will be 
in action in FIFA World Cup 
2022 in Qatar in Portugal’s 
round of 16 match against 

Switzerland on Tuesday.
The five-time winner of the 

Ballon d’Or, who had a frus-
trating season at Manchester 
United doing regular bench 
duty, startled the world with 
an interview in which he took 
aim at the Manchester United 
board and manager Erik ten 
Hag. Ronaldo criticized the 

club, its owners Glazers fami-
ly and said he has “no respect” 
for its manager ten Hag.

Ronaldo’s tumultuous de-
parture was inevitable and 
he arrived at a mutual agree-
ment with the club that made 
him a star. The departure 
from the club happened days  
after the interview. 
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QUARTERFINALS

France are the biggest test we 
could face: Gareth Southgate

Gareth Southgate said that 
France provides the greatest 
challenge England may face 
at the ongoing FIFA World 
Cup 2022 after his side ad-
vanced to a quarterfinal 
matchup with the reigning 
champions on Saturday.

England breezed past Sen-
egal with a 3-0 victory in 
the round of 16 encounter 
at the Al-Bayt Stadium on 
Sunday to set up a tempt-
ing World Cup quarterfinal 
match up with the reigning 
champions France. Senegal 
had looked well capable of 
fighting England, but Jor-
dan Henderson and captain 
Harry Kane scored shortly 
before halftime to give Eng-
land a 2-0 lead. Bukayo 
Saka scored the third goal 
in the second half to seal the 
game for England.

In seven matches since 
the year 2000, Southgate’s 
team has only defeated 
France once, and the man-
ager has never defeated Les 

Bleus, losing 3-2 in June 
2017.

Didier Deschamps’ team 
lifted the trophy in Russia in 
2018 and ahead of the clash 
at the Al Bayt Stadium, Sky-
sports quoted Southgate as 
saying, “In terms of France, 
it’s the biggest test we could 
face.”

“They’re world champions 
with an incredible depth of 
talent and outstanding indi-
vidual players. They’re very 
difficult to play against and 
score goals against, so it’s 

a fantastic challenge and a 
brilliant game to prepare 
for,” he added.

England’s match against 
France is  the second 
quarter-final match to be 
announced, following Ar-
gentina’s match against the 
Netherlands on Friday.

“The two quarter-finals 
that are already in place 
are historic rivalries. It’s 
a great game to be in-
volved with and to test 
ourselves against the very  
best,” Southgate said.
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STRONG STRIKE 

MBAPPE’S BRACE HELPS FRANCE TROUNCE POLAND 
Defending champions 
France stormed into the 
quarterfinals of the FIFA 
World Cup as star forwards 
Kylian Mbappe and Olivier 
Giroud scored to beat Po-
land 3-1 at the Al Thumama 
stadium in the round of 16 
match on Sunday.

Just before halftime, Giroud 
handed France the lead, be-
coming their men’s all-time 
leading scorer. Mbappe then 
dominated the second half 
with a magnificent brace, 
beating Szczesny with two 
ferocious shots. In extra time, 
Lewandowski added a late 
consolation goal by convert-
ing a penalty after his initial 
attempt, which Lloris saved, 
had to be retaken. Early on, 
Giroud appeared destined to 
score first as he approached 
a back post cross from Ous-
mane Dembele into an open 
goal, but he was unable to 
make it in time. Giroud, how-
ever, would not be deterred, 
putting France in front after 
44 minutes with a brilliant 
turn and strike. It was his 

52nd goal for Les Bleus and 
gave him the opportunity to 
surpass Thierry Henry as 
the nation’s all-time leading 
scorer for men.

In the 75th minute, Mbappe 
extended France’s lead with 
a strong strike before adding 

a second with an incredible 
curling finish into the far 
top-right corner, his fifth of 
the competition.

With as many goals as 
Lionel Messi of Argentina, 
Mbappe became the first 
player to score nine World 

Cup goals before turning 24.
Dayot Upamecano’s hand-

ball gave Lewandowski a 
chance to score a consolation 
goal with a penalty, which 
Lloris initially saved before 
being retaken and scored 
because the keeper did not 

have his feet on the line.
Lewandowski’s penalty 

gave Poland a late consola-
tion goal. Lewandowski 
scored after Poland’s striker 
missed his first effort after 
referee Jesus Valenzuela de-
manded a second attempt.
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Players in action during the match between France and Poland in the FIFA World Cup 2022, at Al Thumama Stadium, in Doha on Sunday.

Cristiano Ronaldo

Team England

Croatia advanced to 
the quarterfinal stage 
of the ongoing FIFA 

World Cup in Qatar after 
defeating Japan 3-1 via pen-
alties after both sides were 
levelled 1-1 at the end of 
scheduled playtime.

Japan earned their first 
corner of the match in 
the second minute. A free 
kick by Ritsu Doan looked 
dangerous but headed just 
wide at the far post. In the 
next minute, Shogo Tani-
guchi gave the Japanese 
another chance but the shot 
was too wide once again. In 
the 8th minute, Croatia’s 
Ivan Perisic was denied an 
early close-range goal by 
goalkeeper Shuichi Gon-
da. Andrej Kramaric also 
got his chance, but three 
Japanese defenders sur-
rounded him and denied 
him a shoot.

In the first ten minutes, it 
was Croatia which enjoyed 
bulk of ball possession but 
was even with Japan in 
terms of attacking as both 
sides registered shots on 
target.

In the 12th minute, Daizen 
Maeda entered Croatia’s 
defences but could not con-
nect a cross from Junyo Ito 
and it was another chance 
missed.

As time progressed, Ja-
pan’s aggression seemed 
to wane and Croatia upped 
their game drastically. They 
started registering more 
shots at the goal, but to no 
avail. The first 30 minutes 
of the match were goalless.

Japan got its moment 
of joy in the 43rd minute 
when a short corner by 
them resulted in a goal. At 
the end of half-time, the 

scoreline read 1-0 in favour 
of the Asian country. At the 
resumption of the match, 
Croatia earned a corner.

Daichi Kamada pro-
duced another chance for 
Japan. In the 46th minute, 
he tried to double Japan’s 
lead but his shot from 30 
yards went over Croatia’s 
crossbar.

Croatia kept making 
inroads into the Japan’s 
box, chasing an equaliser. 
Their perseverance met a 
well-deserved conclusion 
as Ivan Perisic made the 
scoreline even. The expe-
rienced striker hit his 6th 

World Cup from 16 yards 
away with a stunning 
header. A cross from De-
jan Lovren found him and 
Perisic wasted no time in 
using his powerful head to 
restore his side’s chances in 
the 55th minute.

Following that Japan 
made two more attempts 
at goal, but could not find 
the net. Doan and Wataru 
Endo failed to restore the 
lead. Croatia brought a 
substitute in the 62nd min-
ute. Ante Budimir replaced 
Bruno Petkovic.

In the 64th minute, Japan 
made two changes. Kao-
ru Mitoma and Takuma 
Asano replaced Yuto Na-
gatamo and Daizen Maeda 
and they were desperate 
to regain the lead. In the 
coming minutes, both 
teams kept taking chances 
in each other’s goals but did 
not succeed. At the end of 
90 minutes, the scoreline 
read 1-1 and four minutes of 
stoppage time were added.

The four minutes of stop-
page time could not yield 
any goal so extra time was 
given. Croatia clearly had 
a seeming advantage over 
their Asian opponent as 

they had won semifinal 
back in the 2018 World Cup 
in extra time. It was up to 
them to repeat their 2018 
heroics and deny Japan 
their first-ever QF slot.

In the 92nd minute, Ja-
pan’s Ito took a corner and 
it was headed wide at near 
post by Taniguchi. Japan 
looked more in control as 
compared to the entire sec-
ond half. But despite the 
best of their efforts, none 
of them could get their 
second goal. The half-time 
in extra time was up, with 
both teams at 1-1.

In the 106th minute, 
Croatia made two substi-
tutions.

Japan also made a substi-
tution. Ao Tanaka replaced 
Hidemasa Morita. Japan 
registered four shots on 
target in extra time while 
Croatia hit three. But the 
deadlock could not be bro-
ken.

In the 111th minute, Croa-
tia earned a corner. Goal-
keeper Gonda punched 
away the ball to safety 
though. With both teams 
failing to score a goal, the 
match was to be decided 
via penalty shootout.

ROUND OF 16
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CROATIA BEAT JAPAN  VIA PENALTIES, 
ADVANCE TO QUARTERFINALS

INAUGURATION

YUVRAJ SINGH DECLARES OPEN THE 3RD 
T20 WORLD CUP FOR THE BLIND
The 3rd T20 World Cup for 
the Blind, was officially inau-
gurated here at the Tau Devi 
Lal stadium, in the presence 
of Sandeep Singh, Minister 
for Sports and Youth Affairs, 
Govt. of Haryana, Dr. Mah-
antesh G Kivadasannavar, 
President of the Cricket As-
sociation of the Blind in India 
(CABI), former Indian world-
cup winning cricketer Yuvraj 
Singh, also the brand ambas-
sador for the event, Raymond 
Moxley, Secretary General, 
World Blind Cricket Ltd. 
(WBC) and Swami Nirbhay-
anda Saraswati, President, 
Ramakrishna Vivekananda 
Ashrama, Gadag and Bijapur, 
Karnataka among others. A 
heartwarming invocation 

song and a musical medley 
was performed by Sunadha, 
the cultural wing of Samar-
thanam, which consists of 
visually impaired and speech 
and hearing-impaired ar-
tistes. Also present amongst 
all the dignitaries was a spe-
cial guest in Indian actress 

from the Kannada film indus-
try Harshika Poonacha.

Samarthanam Trust for the 
Disabled, has been champi-
oning the cause of Cricket for 
the Blind, since 2010-2011. 
Seven countries including 
Australia, Bangladesh, Paki-
stan, Nepal, South Africa, Sri 

Lanka and hosts and two-
time defending champions 
India will feature in the 11-day 
24-match schedule that has 
been drawn up. Besides Del-
hi/NCR, India matches will 
be played in cities like Indore 
in Madhya Pradesh, Kochi in 
Kerala, Cuttack in Odisha and 
Panjim in Goa before the final 
matches including the two 
semi-finals and the grand fi-
nale takes place in Bengaluru.

While the Ajay Reddy cap-
tained India take on Nepal in 
the first game at Faridabad’s 
Sledge Hammer ground 
on Tuesday, 06 December, 
2022, the big India-Pakistan 
clash is slated to take place a 
day later at the DDA Siri Fort 
Sports Complex in the na-
tional capital subject to their 
visa process.

In his speech, former In-
dia cricketer Yuvraj Singh 
said, “When CABI first 
approached me, the first 
thought that came to my 
mind was that even when I 
was half-awake during my 
active playing days, I would 
not dare to face a ball, then 
how do these cricketers do 
it. They are real-life heroes. 
I feel blessed and honoured 
to be amongst them and as 
brand ambassador I call 
upon more and more corpo-
rates, the government, the 
public and the media to come 
forward and support these 
passionate cricketers. On my 
part, I pledge to do whatever 
is in my power to support 
Cricket for the Blind. I wish  
all the participating teams, 
the very best of luck.”

The 3rd T20 World Cup for the Blind, inaugurated at the Tau Devi 
Lal stadium.
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Croatia and Japan’s players vie for the ball during their match in the 
FIFA World Cup 2022, at the Al Janoub Stadium, in Doha on Monday. 

English footballer Harry Kane celebrates after scoring a goal during 
the match between England and Senegal in the FIFA World Cup 2022, 
at Al Bayt Stadium, in Al Khor on Monday. 


