
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday said that it 
has the power to ex-

amine the manner in which 
the decision for demonetisa-
tion was taken adding that 
the judiciary cannot fold its 
hands and sit just because 
it is an economic policy de-
cision. The court’s remarks 
came when the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) counsel 
made the submission that 
judicial review cannot apply 
to economic policy decisions. 

A five-judge bench of Jus-
tices Abdul Nazeer, B.R. 
Gavai, A.S. Bopanna, V Ra-
masubramanian and B.V. 
Nagarathna was hearing pe-
titions challenging the Cen-

tre’s decision to demonetize 
currency notes of Rs 500 
and Rs 1,000 in 2016.

During the hearing, senior 
Advocate Jaideep Gupta, ap-
pearing for the RBI apprised 
the court about the objective 
of the demonetisation policy 
to curb black money and 
fake currencies. 

Senior Advocate Gupta, 
who has justified the 2016 
demonetisation policy, 
said that the proportional-
ity principle should be ap-
plied to the extent of testing 
whether there is a reasonable 
nexus between stated objec-
tives and demonetisation. 

Defending the demoneti-
sation, Advocate Gupta sub-
mitted that judicial review 
cannot be applied to eco-

nomic policy decisions. 
Justice B.V. Nagarathna 

clarified that the court will 
not go into the merit of 
the decision but it can ex-
amine into the manner in 
which a decision was taken. 
“Just because it is an econom-
ic policy decision, the court 
cannot fold its hands and 
sit,” Justice BV Nagarathna 
said. 

The court further re-
marked that government has 
wisdom and ought to know 
what is best for the people. 
But, the court can look into 
procedures and aspects re-
lated to decisions. 

In a hearing that went on 
for nearly five hours, the 
court also took into account 
of the labourers and house-

hold help, who were paid Rs 
500 and Rs 1,000 currency 
notes and had to stand in 
long queues at the bank. RBI 
lawyer appraised the court 
that ample opportunities 
were given to people to ex-
change their notes. 

Senior Advocate Gupta, 
who argued for a length to-
day, opposed the petitions 
and said that the petition-
ers have not established any 
legal grounds that relevant 
factors have not been con-
sidered and irrelevant fac-
tors have been taken into 
account.

Attorney General R Ven-
katramani said that the eco-
nomic policy of demonetisa-
tion was connected to social 
policy where three evils are 

attempted to be addressed. 
RBI, which was also rep-

resented by Advocate on 
Record HS Parihar and Ad-
vocate Kuldeep Parihar and 
Ikshita Parihar, in an addi-
tional affidavit has said that 
in compliance with the pro-
visions of section 26 of RBI 
Act read with the Reserve 
Bank of India General Regu-
lations, 1949, the meeting of 
the Central Board of the RBI 
was held on 8th November 
2016 and after detailed delib-
erations, the Board conclud-
ed that in larger public inter-
est, the balance of advantage 
would lie in withdrawal of 
legal tender status of Rs 500 
and Rs 1000 currency notes 
currently in circulation 
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World Bank revises up 
GDP to 6.9% from 6.5%

TMC spokesman arrested for 
‘forging papers’ against PM

The World Bank has re-
vised India’s 2022-23 GDP 
growth forecast upward to 
6.9 per cent from the earlier 
estimate of 6.5 per cent, due 
to robust economic activities. 
According to the World 
Bank’s latest India Develop-
ment Update, India’s real 
GDP growth is expected to 
be at 6.9 per cent in FY22-

23 compared to 8.7 per cent 
in FY21-22. “India is more 
resilient now than it was 10 
years ago. All steps taken 
over the past 10 years are 
helping India navigate the 
global headwinds,” Dhruv 
Sharma, senior economist 
at the World Bank said. 

He added that India’s econ-
omy has rebounded fairly ro-
bustly following 

WINTER SESSION 
BEGINS TODAY
NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
is likely to interact with 
the media on Wednesday 
ahead of the first day of 
the winter Session of 
Parliament, the Lok Sab-
ha Secretariat informed 
on Tuesday. The winter 
Session of Parliament 
will begin on Wednes-
day and continue till 29 
December. Earlier in the 
day, an all-party meeting, 
chaired by Defence Min-
ister and deputy leader of 
the Lok Sabha Rajnath 
Singh, was held. 

JUDICIARY TO GO 
PAPERLESS SOON: 
LAW MINISTER 
NEW DELHI: Union Law 
and Justice Minister 
Kiren Rijiju on Tuesday 
asserted the Indian judi-
ciary will go completely 
paperless in the near 
future. Speaking at the 
inauguration of the Delhi 
High Court new building, 
the Minister said, “I had 
a detailed meeting about 
the e-Court projects. 
For e-courts I have also 
requested the Chief 
Justice of India (CJI) to 
complete the task in his 
tenure.” He said lawyers 
in the country should be 
prepared for paperless 
work adding that the 
Ministry has conveyed 
to law officers that very 
soon the system will have 
to go paperless.

5-YEAR-OLD BOY 
FALLS INTO 55 
FEET DEEP  
BOREWELL IN MP 
BETUL: A 5-year-old boy 
fell into a 55-ft deep bore-
well in Mandavi village in 
Betul district of Madhya 
Pradesh on Tuesday 
evening. Soon after the 
information was received, 
the police and the ad-
ministration started the 
rescue operation. Two 
JCB machines reached 
the spot for digging. State 
Disaster Response Force 
teams rushed from 
Bhopal and Hoshang-
abad. A rescue operation 
was underway at the spot. 
Oxygen supply was being 
provided to the child. 

MAN HELD FOR 
KILLING COUSIN 
FOR LAND
KHUNTI: In a shock-
ing incident from 
Jharkhand’s Khunti 
district, a man, in a bid 
to grab land, abducted 
his cousin and killed him 
along with his family and 
friends, police sources 
said on Tuesday. The 
victim was identified as 
24-year-old Kanu Munda, 
a resident of the Itthe vil-
lage in the Murhu police 
station area of the district. 
Police said he was ab-
ducted and they were on 
the lookout for him. 

TOP OF THE DAY

Trinamool Congress’s na-
tional spokesperson Saket 
Gokhale faked documents to 
post false allegations linked 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Gujarat’s Mor-
bi after the bridge tragedy. 
Police said this on Tuesday, a 
day after his dramatic arrest 
in Rajasthan. “Gokhale has 
made fake allegations that 
PM Modi’s visit to Gujarat’s 
Morbi in November cost the 
state government ₹ 30 crore, 
far more than the compen-
sation given to victims of the 

bridge collapse.”
Gokhale will face charges 

like forgery, which could 
lead to five years in jail.

The spokesman was de-
tained late night on Monday 
in Jaipur for a tweet alleg-
edly spreading “fake news” 
on PM Modi. The arrest 
followed BJP leader Amit 
Kothari’s police complaint 
in Ahmedabad.

The 1 December tweet cited 
a Right to Information (RTI) 
reply that “revealed the PM’s 
visit to Morbi cost the Guja-
rat government ₹ 30 crore”, 
far more than the 
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LAKHIMPUR KHERI CASE 

DELHI EXCISE POLICY CASE

SINISTER DESIGN 

UNDIPLOMATIC?PLEA TO COURT 

GRUESOME 

CENTRAL ASIAN NSAs ENDORSE 
INDIA’S POSITION ON CHINA’S BRI

CHARGES FRAMED AGAINST UNION 
MINISTER’S SON ASHISH MISHRA 

MAN KILLS LOVER, 
KEEPS BODY IN 
DRUM; ARRESTED

CBI TO GRILL KCR’S DAUGHTER 
KAVITHA ON 11 DECEMBER

6000 attempts to hack ICMR server, website safe 

Ukraine says India’s 
Russian oil purchase 
‘morally inappropriate’

‘Maharashtra govt 
Unconstitutional’, 
Uddhav group tells SC

In a message to China on its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
Central Asian NSAs endorsed India’s views that connectiv-
ity initiatives should be based on principles of transparency 
and respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all 
countries. This is India’s official position on the BRI, a mas-
sive multinational, multi-modal connectivity infrastructure 
project promoted by China. New Delhi does not support this 
project.  

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar only last month told 
a virtual meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) hosted by Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang that 

“connectivity projects should respect the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of Member States and respect international 
law”. “That the Central Asian NSAs agreed to New Delhi’s 
view is a diplomatic victory of India, which will help build 
pressure on Beijing,” sources told

A court on Tuesday framed 
charges against Union Min-
ister Ajay Mishra’s son Ash-
ish Mishra and 13 others 
in connection to the Lakh-
impur Kheri violence case.  
Ashish is the prime accused 
in the case, and he has been 
accused of running over and 

killing four farmers and a 
journalist in Lakhimpur 
Kheri on 3 October 2021. 
“Additional District Judge 
Sunil Kumar Verma has 
fixed 16 December as the 
next date for the trials to be-
gin,” District Government 
Counsel Arvind Tripathi 
told news agency. 

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation will probe TRS 
leader and KCR’s daughter 
K Kavitha on December 11 
at 11 am in connection with 
the Delhi excise policy scam 
case.  This comes a day after 
Kavitha wrote to the probe 
agency seeking deferment 

of her summon, which was 
slated on Tuesday, to any-
time between 11 December 
and 15 (except 13) because 
of her preoccupied schedule. 
In a letter to the TRS MLC, 
the CBI said that it would 
visit her residence on 11 De-
cember and record her state-
ment in connection with the 
case. It also sought confirma-
tion of her availability at her 

residence on the said date 
and time. 
“Please refer to your trail 
mail dated December 5, 
2022, vide which you have 
informed your availability 
at your residence at Hyder-
abad on the 11th, 12th, 14th 
and 15th of December 2022, 
for your examination in con-
nection with an 

Even as e-hospital facility at 
AIIMS has witnessed a cyber 
attack, over 6,000 attempts 
were made to hack the server 
of the Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR) on 30 
November but these were 
prevented, official sources 
said. “ICMR website is safe 

and noted that the firewall is 
regularly updated,” sources 
confirmed.  

They said hackers’ IP were 
traced to a blacklisted IP 
based in Hong Kong. “The 
site is hosted at NIC Data 
Centre, the firewall is from 
NIC (National Informat-
ics Centre) and is regularly 
updated. NIC was informed 
through email regarding 

a cyber attack and has re-
ported that the attack was 
prevented. ICMR has found 
the website in the order,” a 
source said. 

T h e y  s o u r c e s  s a i d 
hackers “tried to hack 
I C M R  we b s i t e  6 0 0 0 
times on 30 November”. 

“Hackers IP were traced to a 
blacklisted IP based in Hong 
Kong. The website, however, 

couldn’t be hacked because 
of updated firewall and en-
hanced security measures 
being adopted,” the source 
said. 

Official sources said cyber-
attack strategies are con-
stantly evolving and secur-
ing cyber infrastructure and 
data is a dynamic process. 

The sources said that 

Ukraine’s foreign minister 
condemned India’s ramping 
up of Russian oil purchases 
following Moscow’s inva-
sion as “morally inappropri-
ate” in an interview broad-
cast on Tuesday. 

A day earlier India’s top 
diplomat had defended the 

purchases of discounted 
Russian crude, saying Eu-
rope’s imports still dwarfed 
those of his country despite 
the continent’s efforts to re-
duce its dependence. 

But Ukraine’s Dmytro 
Kuleba told NDTV it was 

“completely wrong” to justify 
buying oil from 

Uddhav Thackeray-led 
group on Tuesday told the 
Supreme Court that there is 
an unconstitutional govern-
ment in Maharashtra as it 
sought an urgent hearing of 
the pleas filed by both the ri-
val factions in relation to the 

Maharashtra political crisis. 
A bench of Chief Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud and P.S. Nara-
simha said it would list the 
matter on 13 January to pass 
some directions. Senior ad-
vocate Devadatt Kamat men-
tioned the matter for urgent 
listing and requested the top 
court to hear the

The Visakhapatnam city po-
lice on Tuesday arrested an 
accused for allegedly mur-
dering a woman and keep-
ing her body in a drum in 
Madhrvada. 

“The accused, identified as 
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Tribute

A man pays homage to the statue of BR Ambedkar 
on his death anniversary which is observed as 

‘Mahaparinirwan Diwas’, in Kolkata on Tuesday.  ANI

 RBI argues note ban is an economic issue, hence,  court should not intervene 
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New Delhi: After a cyber attack on the server of AIIMS 
Delhi, the process for approximately 3,000 new registra-
tions and follow-up registrations has begun in New RAK 
(Rajkumari Amrit Kaur) OPD at AIIMS Delhi, according to 
sources on Tuesday.  Registration for the wards and path 
labs is expected to begin soon in phases. “AIIMS Delhi 
services will start full-fledged this week. Approximately 
4,000 computers have been scanned and antivirus has 
also been uploaded for future safety.” a source said. How-
ever, sources said the internet services are still blocked.

OPD REGISTRATION RESUMES PARTIALLY IN AIIMS 

15
WITH SERIES IN 
LINE, DHAWAN 
IS CONFIDENT ON 
INDIA’S COMEBACK

10
IMRAN’S PARTY TO 
HOLD NATIONWIDE 
CAMPAIGN SEEKING 
EARLY ELECTION

2
‘KAMALAM’ ALL SET 
FOR CELEBRATIONS 
AS EXIT POLLS 
PREDICT BJP VICTORY 
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After all the exit polls 
show positive trends 
for the BJP in Guja-

rat assembly elections, state 
party headquarters Shree 
Kamalam is geared up for 
celebrations. 

Speaking to news agency, 
General Secretary of Guja-
rat BJP Pradipsinh Vaghela 
said that at the local level we 
have started a special session 
of workers for preparation for 
the day of counting which 
will take place on 8 Decem-
ber. Vaghela said, “BJP is not 
just a political party. We are a 
political party that do social 
responsibility as well. We also 
work for the development of 
the party workers, we also 
work on how to develop the 
skills of the workers,” he said. 

“Workshops will be started 
for party workers to under-
stand the counting process. 
On the day of counting of 
votes. We will work as per 
the guidelines of the Election 
Commission by participat-

ing in the arrangements, the 
counting should go smoothly 
and BJP workers together 
with the candidates under-
stand the counting process. 
That’s why our workshops for 
counting have started from 
today, workers from every 
assembly came for 3 days, 
from tomorrow there will be 
a workshop for the counting 
in every assembly,” he added. 

Pradeep Vaghela said that 
for the last 27 years, BJP is 
in power in Gujarat, this 
time also it will be big for the 
BJP, more than what the exit 
polls say.  “With the blessings 
of people of Gujarat and the 

work done by the BJP, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah for 
the people, BJP is on its way to 
a huge victory. BJP will win in 
Gujarat elections with more 
seats than any party has got 
till date, so it is clear that BJP 
will get more seats. Will break 
all records there will be a big 
difference in the vote share 
of BJP, the people of Gujarat 
support development and 
nationalism,” he further said. 

The BJP leader added, as far 
as the celebration on Decem-
ber 8 is concerned, the victory 
this time is the victory of the 
people, so the preparations 

for its celebration will be done 
by the people of Gujarat only, 
BJP workers and the people 
of Gujarat will participate in 
the enthusiasm and celebra-
tion. Further oath ceremony 
and all information will be 
given to all 
a f t e r  t h e 
declaration 
of results on 
8 December.

Accord-
ing to party 
sources, ‘Ka-
malam’ will 
be the main 
center of the 
celebration 
in Gujarat. 
There will 
be a program of fireworks, 
folk dance along with Dhol 
Nagade. From now on, the 
orders of sweets are also be-
ing sent on a large scale. A 
group of folk artists is also 
being called. 

The exit polls result which 
have poured in clearly indi-
cate a clear win for the incum-
bent BJP. 
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New alliaNce iN 
Maharashtra? 
Ahead of the approach-
ing local bodies polls 
in Maharashtra includ-
ing the elections to the 
BrihanMumbai Municipal 
Corporation (BMC),  Shiv 
Sena President and 
former Chief Minister 
Uddhav Thackeray had 
conducted  a meeting with 
Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi 
(VBA) founder-President 
Prakash Ambedkar. It 
is likely the first major 
step in forging a new Shiv 
Shakti-Bhim Shakti alli-
ance. Ambedkar said that 
he has offered to ally with 
the Sena and the ball is 
now in the MVA’s (Ma-
harashtra Vikas Aghadi) 
court. “Let the Congress 
and the NCP take a final 
call on this,” he said. 
Prakash Ambedkar is the 
grandson of Babasaheb 
Ambedkar. Uddhav and 
Ambedkar›s common 
aim is to take on the coali-
tion of the BJP and the 
Republican Party of India 
(Athawale) or RPI(A). It is 
still not certain whether 
the alliance between 
the VBA and SS(U) will 
continue  till the BMC 
elections in 2023, or the 
2024 general election. 

‘hath se hath 
Jodo Yatra’ 
To ascertain reaching 
the women voters ahead 
of the 2024 Lok Sabha 
polls, Congress has  an-
nounced a follow-up pro-
gramme to the ongoing 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, i.e. the 
‘Hath se Hath Jodo Yatra’ 
from 26 January. The 
‘Hath se Hath Jodo Yatra’ 
will be comprised of yatras 
which will be conducted 
at village level, inclusive 
of conferences at district 
level and rallies at the 
state level. Meanwhile, 
the steering committee 
has decided to hold AICC 
Plenary Session at Raipur 
in February, likely during 
the Budget Session break. 
Priyanka Gandhi will lead 
the ‘Mahila Marches’ in 
state capitals as part of 
the ‘Hath se Hath Jodo 
Yatra’.

More Muscle iN 
rahul Yatra iN 
BeNgal? 
The panchayat elections 
all around the corner 
amidst the same. The 
West Bengal unit of the 
CPI(M) is likely to accept 
the Congress invita-
tion to participate in the 
West Bengal leg of the 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’. The 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, led 
by former Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi, 
will commence from the 
Gangasagar islands in the 
south on 28 December. 
The Congress, has already 
geared up for preparations 
of  the yatra, and now will 
formally invite the CPI(M) 
and other ‘secular’ Left 
parties in West Bengal to 
join Rahul Gandhi. The 
Congress and the Left 
were united during the 
2016 assembly elections, 
but had a split during the 
2019 Lok Sabha elections 
before reuniting for the 
2021 assembly elections 
during which the two par-
ties faced disappointment 
failing to win even a single 
seat.

By The People

The exit polls result which 
have poured in clearly indi-
cate a clear win for the in-
cumbent BJP. Commenting 
on this, Gujarat BJP Chief 
C.R. Patil said, “BJP was 
not contesting the elections 
to make the government, 
but to create a record. The 
voters have taken this fight 
on themselves and I believe 
that BJP will come back to 
power with a record num-

ber of seats.” 
T h e  t w o -

phase Guja-
rat elections 
concluded on 
Monday with 
93 constituen-
cies going for 
pol ls  in  the 
second and the 
final phase of 
elections. 

BJP General 
Secretary Pra-

dip Singh Baghela on the 
other thanked the people of 
Gujarat for coming out to 
vote in both phases of the 
polls. 

He said, “Based on the 
popularity of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
the guidance of Amit Shah, 
along with the hard work 
of other BJP leaders, work-

ers and with the blessings 
of people of Gujarat, BJP 
will form the government 
once again in Gujarat.” 
With the counting and re-
sults scheduled to be de-
clared on Thursday, 8 De-
cember, he also claimed that 
BJP would win the election 
with a record number of 
seats, even higher than the 
numbers predicted in the 
exit polls. “The results of the 
polls would be a historic one 
and BJP will be getting the 
highest number of seats ever 
won by any political party in 
Gujarat”, he said. 

When talked about the 
claims of AAP that they will 
be securing 90 seats in the 
polls, Baghela claimed that 
the people of Gujarat and 
India at large have voted for 
nationalism and develop-
ment and not in favour of 
people who want to break 
the country. He said, “The 
ideology of the Aam Aadmi 
Party is to break the country 
and the people of Gujarat 
will never accept such ideol-
ogy. They are claiming that 
they would get 90 seats, but 
take out 9 from the num-
ber, and they will get zero 
number of seats in this elec-
tions.” 

Speaking on Congress, the 
party’s major opposition in 
the state and the declara-

tion that they would lodge 
a complaint with the elec-
tion commission regarding 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s alleged road show 
on the day of the elections, 
Baghela said that the boat of 
the Congress is sinking and 
it is the reason behind such 
statements by the party. 

Taking a jibe at Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi who 
is on Bharat Jodo Yatra, he 
said that while the Gan-
dhi scion is on Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, the Congress leaders 
of Gujarat are on Congress 
Chodo Yatra with a lot of 
Congress leaders leaving 
the congress and joining the 
BJP. BJP has been in power 
in Gujarat for 27 years with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi remaining in the Chief 
Minister’s post for the lon-
gest time before becoming 
the Prime Minister. Con-
gress gave a tough fight to 
the ruling BJP in the last 
assembly elections in 2017. 
However, AAP may spoil 
the game for Congress by 
taking away a significant 
vote share in their favour. 

In 2017, BJP was also reel-
ing under pressure with the 
ongoing Patidar protests but 
this time the situation is in 
BJP’s favour and the party 
may gain more seats com-
pared to the previous polls. 

BJP confident, says only issue is to 
win with record number of seats 
TDG NeTwork
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‘KaMalaM’ all set for 
celeBratioNs as exit 
polls predict BJp victorY 

Congress hopeful of 
winning with ‘full majority’ 

Even after the exit-poll projec-
tions for Himachal Pradesh 
that have predicted a return 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) in the state, Congress 
is still hopeful that the party 
would form the government 
with a full majority in the hill 
state. 

“People have voted for the 
change in state and Con-
gress will form the govern-
ment. We shall have to see 
the sample and sample size. 
Exit polls are sometimes 
correct but during the last 
few elections, it has been 
questioned. We have our 
internal survey too, we will 
get over 40 seats,” said Na-
resh Chauhan vice-president 
of the Congress state unit. 
According to the exit polls 
predicted on Monday, BJP 
has an edge over Congress 
in a tough fight in Himachal 

Pradesh.  While most exit 
polls predicted that BJP 
will likely retain Himachal 
Pradesh, one exit poll pre-
dicted Congress to lead in 
the sweepstakes to form 
government in the hill state, 
which has seen the power ro-
tating between the BJP and 
Congress for several decades.  
Exuding his confidence in 
winning the elections with 
a full majority, Chauhan 
said, “As far as Himachal 
Pradesh is concerned, the 
geographical situation in HP 
is different where one district 

is different from others. Our 
internal surveys also show 
that people have voted on 
the issues and I can say that 
the results would be better 
than what we see in exit polls 
today,” said Chauhan. 

He further added that 
the by-polls a year ago had 
shown that Congress will 
form the government. “Virb-
hadra Singh was a big name 
in the state and his contribu-
tion is remembered every-
where in the state. 

“There is the same wave as 
it was during the bypoll in 
favour of Congress, we are 
definitely forming the gov-
ernment,” Naresh Chauhan 
added. 

The exit poll results came 
out after the conclusion of 
the second phase of polling in 
Gujarat on Monday. The first 
phase of polling in Gujarat 
was held on December 1 and 
results for the two states will 
be declared on 8 December. 
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Kejriwal reacts to exit polls: 
Gujarat prediction ‘positive’ 

Gujarat poll outcome to impact Karnataka 
too, says Karnataka CM Bommai

celeBratiNg guJarat victorY: scarves 
priNted with ‘phir eK Baar Modi sarKar’ 

Helpline number for 
counting day set up 

Arvind Kejriwal on Tues-
day reacted positively to 
the exit polls that showed 
that his Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) is going to be defeat-
ed significantly in Gujarat 
despite an allout effort to 
make a dent into the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
home turf. 

An aggregate of exit polls 
yesterday predicted an 
AAP sweep in the Delhi 
civic body election but a flop 
show in Gujarat and Him-
achal Pradesh.

A NewsX-Jan Ki Baat exit 
poll on Monday showed 
that AAP will win 9-21 of 
182 seats and will end up 
third after BJP and Con-
gress. However, AAP lead-
ers in Gujarat put up a brave 
face claiming that exit polls 

will prove wrong and the 
party would, in fact, win 
closer to 100 seats.

In Delhi, Delhi Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal took 
a different note and said, 
“The results are positive.” 

“For a new party to get 15 
to 20 per cent vote share, 
that too in a BJP stronghold, 
is a big deal,” he remarked. 
“Wait till day after tomor-
row (counting day),” he 
added. 

The poll of polls projected 

that AAP would win big in 
the Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi, ending the BJP›s 
15-year reign in the first 
election since the re-unifica-
tion of the municipal corpo-
rations.

“I congratulate the peo-
ple of Delhi. The exit polls 
showed that the people of 
Delhi have once again put 
their faith in AAP. I hope 
this will be the result,” Ke-
jriwal.

The exit poll result of Gu-
jarat Assembly polls has 
indicated a full majority 
for BJP and it will have an 
impact on Karnataka also, 
paving the way for BJP to 

come to power in Karnataka 
in 2013, said Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai.

Talking to reporters after 
garlanding the statue of 
Dr B.R. Ambedkar on his 
66th death anniversary in 
Vidhana Soudha here on 
Tuesday, he said people sup-

port good governance and 
development works but will 
not support lies and politi-
cally motivated accusations. 

“The BJP will record a 
landslide victory in both Gu-
jarat and Himachal Pradesh. 
The entire nation is support-
ing the leadership of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi. 
This is a positive develop-
ment and people’s mandate 
for good governance. The 
BJP is coming back to power 
for the 7th consecutive time 
and this shows Modi’s lead-
ership and the people’s faith 
in the governance,” he said. 

After all the exit polls 
showed positive trends for 
the BJP in Gujarat assembly 
elections, people have start-
ed selling muslin scarves 
with “Phir Ek Baar Modi 
Sarkar” printed on them 
outside the BJP’s “Kamalam” 
main office as part of a cel-
ebration. 

This comes amid the exit 
polls prediction that the 
BJP is on course to a hand-
some victory in Gujarat and 

could create a record in seats 
won. Bharat Bhai Solanki 
working at Aarti Textiles 
outside the BJP office who 
sells batches, scarves, stoles, 

pens, and stickers said that 
muslin stoles with “Phir Ek 
Baar Modi Sarkar” print 
have been selling in large 
numbers. 

“I have been running a 
shop here for almost 10 
years.This time we have 
already made a muslin 
scarves for BJP’s victory, 
in which it is written “Phir 
Ek Baar Modi Sarkar”, this 
stole is being sold in large 
numbers,” said Bharat Bhai 
Solanki. 

Solanki exuded confi-
dence in the BJP to win and 

said that the sale of the stole 
started two-three days back. 
“We already knew that once 
again the BJP will form gov-
ernment in Gujarat, so we 
had already started making 
this special stole. We were 
sure that Modi ji is going 
to come once again. Its sale 
started two three days back,” 
he said. 

Solanki said that it is being 
sold all over India, and some 
special stoles have been sent 
outside, all ministers and 
workers have been buying 
these stoles. 

A system will be set-up for 
receiving counting related 
information and complaints 
in the CEO office and a 
helpline number 1950 will 
be functional before 72 hours 
of the commencement of the 
counting hours, informed 
Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) 
Himachal Pradesh Maneesh 
Garg on Monday. 

He said that Election De-
partment would ensure 
smooth flow of information 
for which a communication 
room will be set up at each 
counting centre. The District 
Election Officers (DEO) will 
ensure smooth communica-
tion facilities at the counting 
centers set-up in the various 
districts for dissemination of 
information. The informa-
tion of the counting trends 
will be available through 
new media initiatives like 
web-portals, applications viz 

Voter Helpline App which is 
available on Google play store 
and www.results.eci.gov.in. 
This link to the results/trends 
of Himachal will be activated 
on day of counting on 8 De-
cember 2022. 

He appealed to the media 
persons to carry valid docu-
ments viz, media passes 
with them issued by Election 
Commission of India to en-
ter the counting centre. The 
officials on duty will escort 
media persons to visit count-
ing halls in small numbers. 
Ahead of the counting of votes 
for the Himachal Pradesh 

Assembly on 8 December, 
training for the counting 
staff was organised by the 
polling officials on Saturday. 
Deputy Commissioner and 
District Election Officer 
Aditya Negi told ANI that 
the police and paramilitary 
forces have been deployed as 
part of a three-tier security 
system ahead of the count-
ing day. 

“We have deployed 380 em-
ployees. A three-tier security 
system is in place, compris-
ing police and paramilitary 
forces. We have asked the 
electricity department to 
provide uninterrupted power 
supply on the counting day 
and have also arranged gen-
erators at counting stations,” 
he said. 

Polling for 68 Assembly 
seats in Himachal Pradesh 
was held on November 12, 
with the state recording an 
overall turnout of 75.6 per 
cent, surpassing the 2017 
record. 
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Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal and Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann on a 
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After Indu Makkal 
Katchi pasted post-
ers of Baba Bhim Rao 
Ambedkar wearing 
saffron clothes across 
Chennai, Viduthalai 
Chiruthaigal Katchi’s 
(VCK) founder MP 
Thirumalavalan took 
to Twitter and con-
demned this.

Thirumalavalan, via 
his Twitter post, said, 
“Religious psychopaths 
have degraded Ambed-
kar.”

“Till his last breath, 
Ambedkar was against 
t h e  B r a h m i n i c a l 
Manusmriti. He also 
left Hinduism along 
with his 10 lakh fol-
lowers and pulled out 
the teeth of bigots,” he 
added.

“We demand from the Tamil Nadu government that they 
arrest the religious fanatics who have to saffronise Ambed-
kar, who has said he wouldn’t worship Shiva, Vishnu, and 
Brahma,” he added.

The Tamil Nadu political party pasted Baba Bhim Rao 
Ambedkar’s posters in view of the 66th ‘Mahaparinirvan 
Diwas’. Born on 14 April 1891, Babasaheb Ambedkar was an 
Indian jurist, economist, politician, and social reformer who 
campaigned against social discrimination towards the un-
touchables (Dalits) and supported the rights of women and 
workers. He died on 6 December 1956.

In 1990, Ambedkar was conferred with the Bharat Ratna, 
India’s highest civilian award.  

The Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) on 
Tuesday provision-

ally attached 32 properties 
to the tune of Rs 1.59 crore 
belonging to Sehgal Hossain 
and his family members in 
the cattle smuggling case.

Sehgal Hossain is a close 
confidante of Trinamool 
Congress leader Anubrata 
Mondal and one of the prom-
inent members of the whole 
smuggling racket used to 
smuggle cattle across the 
India-Bangladesh border.

The case was initiated by 
the ED on the basis of an 
FIR by the Central Bureau 

of Investigation (CBI) against 
Satish Kumar, the then com-
mandant, Border Security 
Force (BSF)-36 Battalion, 
Enamul Haque, Anarul SK, 
Golam Mustafa, and other 
officials of the BSF and In-
dian Customs, as well as 
unknown others, for the al-
leged commission of a cogni-
sable offence under Section 

120B of the IPC and various 
sections of the PC Act, 1988.

The ED registered a PMLA 
case on 25 September 2020, 
based on the FIR.

Enamul Haque, Satish 
Kumar, and Sehgal Hossain 
were arrested by ED in the 
case and are presently in ju-
dicial custody in Delhi. Two 
Prosecution Complaints 

(PCs) have also been filed in 
this case, and cognisance of 
both PCs has been taken by 
the Ld. PMLA Special Court, 
New Delhi.

In total, assets to the tune 
of Rs 20.25 crore have been 
attached by the ED. The to-
tal proceeds of crime in this 
case till date have been ascer-
tained at Rs 29.43 crore.                   

CATTLE SMUGGLING CASE

ED CrACkDowN: 32 propErTIES of 
TMC LEADEr’S CLoSE AIDE ATTAChED
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi 

The Delhi High Court was informed 
on Tuesday by the counsel of petition-
ers that the Supreme Court has recent-
ly agreed to examine the pleas for legal 
recognition of same-sex marriage un-
der the Special Marriage Act and has 
also issued a notice to the Centre on 
the petition. 

The bench of Justice Satish Chan-
der Sharma and Justice Subramonium 
Prasad, after noting the submissions 
made by Senior Advocate Saurabh 
Kripal, deferred these matters for April 
2023.

Recently, the Supreme Court’s 
bench of Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud and Justice Hima Kohli 
also noted that various pleas relating 
to same-sex marriage issues are being 
heard in various high courts, includ-
ing Kerala and Delhi.

The Supreme Court also noted that 
the Center stated before the HC that 
it was taking steps to transfer all ap-
peals to the Supreme Court.

Appearing for one of the petitioners, 
Senior Advocate Mukul Rohatgi said 
that they are not touching any reli-
gion and are only seeking recognition 
under the Special Marriage Act.

One of the petitions also raised the 
absence of a legal framework that al-
lowed members of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity to marry any person of their 
choice.

According to the petition, the couple 
sought to enforce the fundamental 
rights of LGBTQ+ individuals to mar-
ry any person of their choice and said 
that, “the exercise of which ought to 
be insulated from the disdain of legis-
lative and popular majorities.”

The petitioners further asserted 
their fundamental right to marry 
each other and prayed for appropri-
ate directions from this Court allow-
ing and enabling them to do so.

The Public Interest Litigation was 
filed under Article 32 of the Consti-
tution of India by the petitioners and 
was in the interest of the LGBTQ+ 
community.

The petitioners, who are both mem-
bers of the LGBTQ+ community, 
submitted that the right to marry a 
person of one’s choice is a fundamen-
tal right guaranteed under the Con-
stitution of India to each “person” 
and has been recognised explicitly 
by this Court. They stressed that the 
top court has also expressly held that 
members of the LGBTQ+ community 
have the same human, fundamental, 

and constitutional rights as other citi-
zens.

 However, the legal framework gov-
erning the institution of marriage in 
this country does not presently allow 
members of the LGBTQ+ community 
to marry the person of their choice 
and enforce the fundamental right 
that has been guaranteed to them un-
der our Constitution.

The petitioners submit that this is 
a violation of the fundamental rights 
guaranteed under Part III of the Con-
stitution, including Articles 14, 15, 
19(1)(a), and 21.

The present petition has been filed 
by the petitioners to assert for them-
selves, and for all members of the 
LGTBQ+ community, the fundamen-
tal right to love any person of their 
choice, irrespective of gender identity 
and sexual orientation.

The petitioners said that they have 
been in love with each other and have 
had a relationship with each other 
for the last seventeen years. They are 
presently raising two children to-
gether, but unfortunately, the fact that 
they cannot legally solemnise their 
marriage has resulted in a situation 
where both petitioners cannot have 
a legal relationship between parents 
and children with both of their kids.  

fUNDAMENTAL rIGhT 

Petitions for legal recognition of 
same-sex marriage deferred till April

VCK MP Thirumalavalan.  

India's first open source satellite 'InQube.'

IN ChENNAI 

Row erupts 
over posters of 
Ambedkar wearing 
saffron clothes 

INVENTIoN 

Class 12 student develops India’s first  
open-source satellite, to be launched this month

The Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO) will 
launch the country’s first 
open-source satellite, “In-
Qube,” developed by Onkar 
Batra, a 12th-grade student 
of BSF Senior Secondary 
School Jamm. The satellite 
prepared under the banner 
of Paradox Sonic Space Re-
search Agency is going to be 
launched this month with 
the help of ISRO.

Speaking about this proj-
ect, Onkar Batra said that 
it weighs one kilogram and 
has been developed with the 
help of nanotechnology. He 
said that many universities 

and researchers in foreign 
countries are doing such 
work, so they decided to 

launch it in space with the 
help of India’s ISRO agency. 
The cost of its launch in India 

is between Rs 20 lakh- 80 
lakh, while it costs crores in 
other countries. He said that 
every satellite launched into 
space has a special mission. 
It also has two missions. One 
is whether a lightweight sat-
ellite can work in space, and 
the other will look at the 
temperature there to help 
researchers know what the 
weather conditions are like 
and how hard it is if they 
want to launch a satellite in 
space. Ware should be used.

Onkar Batra, who is also 
the Chief Executive Officer of 
Batra Technology, received 
the National Ball Shakti 
Award from the President 
of India, Ram Nath Kond, 
for creating an interactive 

website for Covid-19. Two 
years ago, the Government 
Medical College Jammu 
developed the Quaidcare 
website with the help of doc-
tors, with the help of which 
around fifty people could 
contact a doctor at a time.

Onkar Batra created the 
first website when he was 
seven years old and earned 
a place in the Guinness Book 
of World Records by becom-
ing the world’s youngest 
webmaster (male).At the age 
of 12, he became the world’s 
youngest theoretical author 
by writing his book ‘When 
The Time Stops’. He has cre-
ated two companies: Batra 
Technologies and United 
India Publishing.

NoTorIoUS ACTIVITY

CoNTroVErSY

BAY of BENGAL 

DELhI MAN wITh fAkE SoCIAL MEDIA ACCoUNT 
LANDS IN jAIL for BLACkMAILING woMEN 

Vivek Agnihotri tenders  
apology after criticising 
Justice S. Murlidhar

Centre reviews preparedness 
of possible cyclonic storm

A man from West Delhi was 
arrested on Tuesday for al-
legedly threatening women 
he met online of making 
their obscene videos and 
circulating them on social 
media. 
The accused, identified as 
Aman Yadav, a resident of 
Subhash Nagar, has been 
booked under sections 469 
and 506 of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) on the basis of a 
complaint lodged by one of 
the victims.

The victim, in her com-

plaint to the police on 27 
November, alleged that she 
received a message on her so-
cial media account from an-
other account, in which the 
unidentified user claimed to 
have her obscene video and 
make the same viral on social 
media.

The unidentified man 
asked her to form a relation-
ship with him or he would 
attack her with acid, as the 
victim alleged in her com-
plaint to the police.

Following the complaint, a 
probe was launched by the 
police and a team of Cyber 
Police analysed the IP details 

of the accused’s social media 
account and track down the 
accused on the basis of the 
mobile number linked with 
it. The accused was traced 
down and arrested.

“During the investigation, 
it was revealed that the ac-
cused had created a fake 
account on a social media 
platform around one and a 
half years ago, and he used 
to message different wom-
en,” Delhi Police’s statement 
read.

“He would follow the pro-
files of random girls and then 
send messages to them,” it 
added.

“And when they reply to 
his messages, the accused 
would start threatening 
them while claiming that 
he has their obscene videos 
and he would make them 
viral on social media if they 
would not meet him in per-
son. When the girls refused 
to do so, the accused would 
start threatening them, the 
police said.

The accused had around 
1100 followers with the fake 
account in which most of 
the users were women, the 
police said. 

Further probe into the case 
is underway. .  

Vivek Agnihotri, a film-
maker, apologised to the 
Delhi High Court on Tues-
day for criticising Justice S. 
Murlidhar for granting bail 
to activist Gautam Navlakha. 
Agnihotri, who directed 
the movie ‘Kashmir Files’, 
tendered his unconditional 
apology for the tweets he 
posted in 2018 about Jus-
tice S Murlidhar after he 
quashed the transit remand 
of Gautam Navlakha - ac-
cused in the 2018 Bhima Ko-
regaon case.

The apology was tendered 
before the division bench 
comprising justices Sidharth 
Mridul and Talwant Singh 
on Tuesday, and the bench 
asked Agnihotri to be pres-
ent before the court in the 
next hearing.

The court had initiated suo 
moto contempt proceedings 
in the matter against Agni-

hotri.
The counsel for Agnihotri 

submitted through an af-
fidavit that the tweets were 
deleted by his client. On the 
other hand, amicus curiae 
opposed the submission say-
ing that the tweets were de-
leted by the social platform 
Twitter, not by him.

The bench on Tuesday di-
rected Agnihotri to be pres-
ent before the court on the 
next date of hearing on 16 
March 2023.

“We are asking him to re-

main present because he is 
contemnor. Does he have 
any difficulty if he has to 
express remorse in person? 
The remorse cannot always 
be expressed by way of an af-
fidavit,” the bench said.

70-year-old Navlakha, one 
of the several civil liberties 
activists in the Bhima Kore-
gaon case, has been booked 
under the stringent provi-
sions of the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (UAPA) 
for an alleged conspiracy to 
topple the government.

The National Crisis Manage-
ment Committee (NCMC), 
under the chairmanship 
of Cabinet Secretary Ra-
jiv Gauba, met on Tuesday 
and reviewed the prepared-
ness of central ministries 
and agencies, and State/UT 
governments for a possible 
cyclonic storm over the Bay 
of Bengal.

The Director General of 
the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) briefed 
the committee on the cur-
rent status of the weather 

system in the Bay of Bengal, 
which is likely to move west-
northwestward and concen-
trate into a depression over 
the south-east Bay of Bengal 
by Tuesday evening.

Thereafter, it is likely to 
move west-northwestward, 
intensify further into a cy-
clonic storm around 7 De-
cember evening, and reach 
the south-west Bay of Ben-
gal off North Tamil Nadu-
Puducherry and adjoining 
South Andhra Pradesh 
coasts by 8 December morn-
ing. During the next 48 
hours, it will continue to 
move west-northwestward 

towards the coasts of North 
Tamil Nadu-Puducherry 
and adjoining South Andhra 
Pradesh.

The chief secretaries of 
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil 
Nadu, and Puducherry and 
senior officials from Pu-
ducherry apprised the com-
mittee of preparatory mea-
sures being taken to protect 
the population in the expect-
ed path of the cyclonic storm 
and measures being taken 
by the local administration, 
including fishermen being 
asked not to venture out to 
sea and calling those at sea 
back to a safe berth.

Vivek Agnihotri

top of the day

worLD BANk 
SEES INfLATIoN 
DECLINING IN 
INDIA
New Delhi: The world 
Bank on Tuesday has said 
it expects inflation to be 
7.1% in the current fiscal 
year but cautioned that 
the decline in commod-
ity prices could dampen 
inflationary pressures. 
india’s October inflation 
dropped to 6.77%, from 
7.41% in the preceding 
month, mainly due to 
easing prices in the food 
basket, though it remained 
above the Reserve Bank’s 
comfort level for the 10th 
consecutive month. The 
world Bank released its 
india Development Report 
titled “Navigating the 
Storm”. 

pM MoDI To 
INAUGUrATE 
ThrEE NATIoNAL 
AYUSh INSTITUTES                    
New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will 
inaugurate three National 
Ayush institutes on 11 
December with the aim 
of boosting infrastructure 
and promoting research in 
traditional medicine.  The 
institutes to be inaugu-
rated by PM Modi include 
the All india institute of 
Ayurveda (AiiA), Goa, the 
National institute of Unani 
Medicine (NiUM), Gha-
ziabad, and the National 
institute of homoeopathy 
(Nih), Delhi. According 
to the Ministry of Ayush, 
these satellite institutes 
will further strengthen the 
research, facilitate inter-
national collaborations, 
and facilitate affordable 
Ayush services for a larger 
community. 

fArMErS UNIoN 
To proTEST 
AGAINST CENTrE 
oN 9 DECEMBEr 
New Delhi: All india 
Kisan Congress (AiKC) has 
decided to hold a protest 
on 9 December at Jantar 
Mantar in the national 
capital. Chairman of the 
All india Kisan Congress 
and MlA Sukhpal Singh 
Khaira said that he has 
written a letter to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
demanding early resolu-
tion of the long-pending 
issues of farmers. Sukhpal 
Singh Khaira further said 
the central government 
has not taken any concrete 
step in the direction of 
fulfilling the promises 
made at the time of the 
withdrawal of three anti-
farmer laws. 

INDIA'S CoAL 
proDUCTIoN 
SUrGES To 76% IN 
NoVEMBEr
New Delhi: india's total 
coal production increased 
11.66% to 75.87 million 
tonne (mt) during Novem-
ber 2022 from 67.94 mt in 
November 2021, according 
to a statement from the 
ministry of coal. According 
to the latest figures of the 
ministry, during Novem-
ber 2022, Coal india (Cil) 
registered a growth of 
12.82%, whereas Singar-
eni Collieries Company 
(SCCl) and captive mines /
others registered a growth 
of 7.84% and 6.87%t, 
respectively. Of the top 
37 mines in coal produc-
tion as many as 24 mines 
produced more than 100% 
and production of five 
mines stood between 80 
and 100%, the ministry's 
statement added.
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Moving ahead with the aim 
to uplift the Antyodaya 
families socially and eco-
nomically in the state, Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal 
Khattar has taken another 
initiative under which the 
Antyodaya families whose 
annual income is less than 
Rs 1 lakh will get 50 marks in 
the merit of 150 marks in the 
recruitment of PGT and TGT 
through Haryana Kaushal 
Rozgar Nigam (HKRN). 

Similarly, the Antyodaya 
families with annual in-
come up to Rs 1.80 lakh will 
be given 40 marks in merit. 
With this initiative of the 
Chief Minister, the trained 
teachers will also get rid of 
the discrimination of salary 
being given arbitrarily by the 
private schools. In private 
schools, such teachers get a 
monthly salary of Rs 8,000 
to 10,000, while TGT teach-
ers engaged through the 
HKRN will get Rs 25,000 

and PGT teachers will get 
Rs 29,000.

The candidates were aston-
ished when the Chief Minis-
ter himself offered the de-
ployment letters through the 
corporation and by phone 
calls inquired about the SMS 
received on their mobiles. 
Some teachers who received 
job offers on contractual ba-
sis expressed their gratitude 
to the Chief Minister and 
appreciated the completion 
of recruitment; twice in just 
26 days. 

It is noteworthy that on 
November 23, online job of-
fer letters were provided to 
2,075 TGT and PGT teachers 
in the same way. With this, in 
just 26 days, Chief Minister, 
Sh. Manohar Lal has provid-
ed job offer letters to 4,144 
teachers through Haryana 
Kaushal Rozgar Nigam; 
while the process for more 
than 4,800 is underway. 
After the data is approved 
by the School Education De-
partment and Haryana Hu-
man Resource Department, 

the HKRN takes forward the 
recruitment process. In the 
first phase, there were some 
technical flaws when the de-
ployment letters were given 
at the time of recruitment of 
2,075 PGTs and TGTs; which 
have now been rectified. So 
far, under the outsourcing 
policy, more than 90,000 
employees already engaged 
on contract basis through 
agencies have been accom-
modated through Haryana 
Kaushal Rozgar Nigam.

Chief Minister, Manohar 
Lal Khattar asked Alpana, 
a resident of Bugana village 
in Hisar district, regard-
ing applying for the job of a 
teacher through the HKRN. 
The Chief Minister then 
discussed the SMS received 
on her mobile from the cor-
poration and asked her to 
send the details of the 8-digit 
Parivar Pehchan Patra. Re-
sponding to queries, Alpana 
told the Chief Minister that 
she was working as a TGT 
in a private school with a 
monthly salary of Rs 8,000. 

TDG NeTwork
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Jobs for the poor

In haryana, those earnIng less 
than 1 lakh wIll get 50 marks of 
merIt In teacher’s recruItment

raIsIng lIvIng standard

The Punjab Government 
led by the Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann is leaving 
no stone unturned to ensure 
raising the living standard of 
every strata of society. The 
forest workers also form a 
very significant part of these 
efforts and it is top priority 
with the State Government 
to undertake every possible 
step for their welfare. These 
views were expressed at 
Forest Complex, Sector 68, 
Mohali by the Forest and 
Wildlife Preservation Min-
ister Lal Chand Kataruchak 
while presiding over a meet-
ing with the workers of the 
Democratic Janglat Union.

Reiterating his firm resolve 
towards welfare of Forest 
workers, the Minister said 
that as far as the paying of 
arrears to these workers is 
concerned, the in principle ap-
proval regarding the same has 

been given and now the letter 
from Government of India is 
awaited pursuant to which the 
arrears would be paid. He also 
said that the DFOs have been 
directed to make sure that the 
salaries of the workers paid 
before 10th of every month.

The Minister said that as re-
gards the regularisation of ad-
hoc workers, the Government 
is making sincere efforts to-
wards this and a comprehen-
sive policy is being prepared. 
Regarding the seniority list, 
Kataruchak mentioned that 
its preparation is under pro-
cess and it would be ensured 
that no deserving employee is 
left out. The granting of facili-
ties and benefits to the work-
ers on the lines of regular 
workers would be done only 
in accordance with the Gov-
ernment rules.

 Among those present on 
the occasion included the 
PCCF R.K. Mishra, APCCF 
Dharminder Sharma and 
other officers.

‘Welfare of forest 
workers priority 
with Punjab govt’

In tarn taran

wIthIn stIpulated tIme IndustrIal development

In the last few days, there 
has been a spurt in the move-
ment of Pakistani drones 
near the international bor-
der. According to BSF, this 
is the fourth such incident 
in the last 4 days. On De-
cember 4, a drone with 3kg 
of heroin was recovered near 
the international border in 
Tarn Taran district. On De-
cember 3, BSF jawans recov-
ered around 25 kg of heroin, 
which was dropped by a 
Pakistani drone in Fazilka 
district. It is being told that 
Pakistan smugglers are con-
tinuously using these drones 
to send heroin consignments 
to India illegally.

The process of sending 
drones from Pakistan has 
not stopped yet. Pakistan 
keeps on sending arms and 
sometimes heroin consign-
ments to India illegally 
through its drones. In this 
episode, the latest case is 
on the night of 5–6 December, 
BSF Punjab Frontier troops 

intercepted a Pakistani 
drone in Tarn Taran district. 
During this, a consignment 
of heroin was also seized in 
the search operation carried 
out by the jawans. BSF Pun-
jab Frontier informed that 
during preliminary search, 
BSF has recovered 1 packet 
of heroin suspected from 
Indian territory near Kalia 
village in Tarn Taran.

According to the informa-
tion given by BSF, the drone 
was found in the border 
village Kalia of Tarn Taran, 

Punjab. During the night, 
the sound of a drone was 
heard by the BSF jawans. 
The jawans immediately 
started firing on the drone 
but the drone managed to 
escape.

BSF started its search op-
eration in the dark of night 
and during this they found 
a yellow packet in the field 
of Kalia village. A rope hook 
was made on this yellow 
packet. It is being speculated 
that the heroin would have 
been thrown from the drone 

through this hook. The pack-
et was checked in which the 
jawans found about 2.470 kg 
of heroin.

BSF jawans conducted 
a search operation on the 
morning of 6th December 
i.e. Tuesday. During this, he 
found a broken drone in the 
field of Kalia village. 

FourTh such 
iNciDeNT iN 4 Days
In the last few days, there 
has been a spurt in the move-
ment of Pakistani drones 
near the international bor-
der. According to BSF, this 
is the fourth such incident 
in 4 days. On December 
4, a drone with three kg of 
heroin was recovered near 
the international border in 
Tarn Taran district. On De-
cember 3, BSF jawans recov-
ered around 25 kg of heroin, 
which was dropped by a 
Pakistani drone in Fazilka 
district. It is being said that 
Pakistani smugglers are con-
tinuously using these drones 
to send heroin consignments 
to India illegally.

The Punjab government led 
by Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann is constantly striving 
to provide basic facilities 
and a clean environment 
to the people of the state. 
Working in this direction, 
Local Government Minis-
ter, Dr. Inderbir Singh Nijjar 
said that Rs.48.78 crore are 
being spent for expansion 
and improvement of water 
supply and sewerage sys-
tem for Sangrur town.  The 
work of this project is under 
progress.

Local Government Minis-
ter, Dr.Inderbir Singh Nijjar 
has directed the officials of 
Punjab Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board to complete 
this project within the stipu-
lated time.

Giving more information 
in this regard, Local Govern-
ment Minister Dr. Inderbir 
Singh Nijjar said that laying 
of water supply pipe lines of 
different sizes and other re-
lated works will be covered 

under this project.  He said 
that cost of the water sup-
ply project is Rs 9.34 crore. 
About 42 kms area will be 
covered.

Dr. Nijjar further said that 
Rs. 39.44 crore are being 
spent to expand and improve 
the sewerage system at San-
grur. Laying of sewerage 
lines and other related works 
will be completed under this 
project.

The Cabinet Minister also 
said that Haripura Road, 
Bhattal Colony, Ram Nagar, 
Ubawal Road will be covered 
under this water supply and 
sewerage project.  Apart from 
this, the areas of Upali Road, 
Baba Jiwan Singh Nagar, Su-
nam Road, New Jiwan Singh 
Nagar, Ajit Nagar, Shivam  
Colony and Officer Col-
ony are covered under  
this project.

 The cabinet minister said 
that the Punjab government 
led by Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann is giving top pri-
ority to provide basic facili-
ties and clean environment 
to the people of the state.

BSF recovers drone, contraband 
along India-Pakistan border

Instructions given to officials 
to complete Sangrur water 
supply, says Minister

punJab govt to set up 20 dedIcated 
rural IndustrIal hubs, says mann

Taruni Gandhi
CHANDIGARH 
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vItal conventIon

The ruling BJP is on its 
toes in a bid to make 
“Parshuram Maha-

kumbh” a grand success 
which is being conducted 
by the party in a collabo-
ration with the Brahmin 
community on December 
11, 2022 in Karnal. Besides, 
Member of Parliament, Kar-
tikeya Sharma accompanied 
by the party leaders, is also 
continuously visiting every 
district and inviting people 
to attend Mahakumbh. He is 
appealing to people of every 
section to participate in this 
event in maximum num-
bers. In the last few days, 
he has visited more than a 
dozen districts of the state. 
Along with this, the MLAs, 
MPs and Ministers of the 
BJP community are also 
trying to organise it success-

fully. It is noteworthy that 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal will Khattar be pres-
ent as the chief guest in this 
convention. As many as 21 
teams have been formed to 
ensure the timely prepara-
tions and successful con-
duct of the convention.

Kartikeya Sharma who 
also hails from the Brahmin 

community and the son of 
former Cabinet Minister 
Venod Sharma said that the 
convention will be an excel-
lent opportunity to address 
the issues as well as pending 
demands. He is pretty sure 
that the Chief Minister will 
fulfil the demands. “There-
fore in the remaining days, 
we need to put our best to 

ensure the maximum pres-
ence of the people from all 
walks of life. Besides, such 
a convention will work as 
a catalyst to bring close 
and unite 36 fraternities of 
Haryana”, said Kartikeya 
Sharma.

Earlier on December 1, 
dignitaries and youth of 
Ambala had met him at his 

Chandigarh residence with 
a purpose to invite him. Af-
ter this, Kartikeya Sharma 
accompanied by wrestler 
Yogeshwar Dutt, had vis-
ited people at Parshuram 
Dharamshala in Cheeka 
town of Kaithal and re-
quested them to attend the 
programme. In continua-
tion to this, Kartikeya had 

visited Pilni village of the 
district.  Along with this, he 
also visited Sirsal and San-
groli villages of the district. 
Then, on December 4 , he 
marked his presence in a 
program in Charkhi Dadri. 
In this series, further he met 
people in Sanga village of 
Bhiwani district where he 
was welcomed by a huge 
crowd. After taking bless-
ings from elderly women in 
Luhani village of the district, 
he also felicitated the newly 
elected Sarpanch, Zilla Pari-
shad member and council-
lors in a program organized 
by Bhiwani Lok Sewa Pan-
chayat Samiti.

In continuation to above 
mentioned,  Kartikeya 
Sharma addressed a gath-
ering on 5 December in Rai 
constituency which falls in 
Sonipat district. Apart from 
this, he accompanied by the 
BJP MP Krishan Lal Panwar 

met people in Siwah village 
of Panipat urging them to 
ensure their presence in 
the Mahakumbh. Further, 
he joined a program Kar-
nal’s Gharaunda in the late 
evening and invited people 
from all sections of the so-
ciety for the programme. In 
this series, he was invited to 
a program in Kasar village 
of Jhajjar held late at night.

Notably, Brahmin com-
munity with 12 vote share 
has an pivotal role in the 
state politics and the leaders 
of all communities are be-
lieved to attend the conven-
tion in wake of this..At pres-
ent, there are many veteran 
leaders of the Brahmin com-
munity in the BJP namely 
Rambilas Sharma Ram, 
MPs Ramesh Kaushik, Ar-
vind Sharma, DP Vats. and 
Moolchand Sharma who 
holds the portfolio of the 
state transport minister.  

‘parshuram mahakumbh’ wIll act as catalyst 
to unIte 36 fraternItIes: mp kartIkeya sharma
ravindEr MaliK
CHANDIGARH

MP Kartikeya Sharma during a meeting with his prominent supporters from 
different districts of the haryana on Tuesday.

Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma seeking blessings from an elderly 
man during his visit to the Kasar village of Jhajjar district on Monday night.

BSF troops recovered a drone and over two kilograms of heroin from a 
village in the Tarn Taran district of Punjab on Tuesday.

top of the day

pgImer dIrector 
Inaugurates 
hemogram 
laboratoryb
CHANDIGARH:PGIMER’s 
Hematology Depart-
ment has established an 
advanced fully automated 
Hemogram Labora-tory 
catering to the institute’s 
heavy OPD patient 
workload. This was inau-
gurated by the Director, 
Pro-fessor Vivek Lal on 
Tuesday. The new labora-
tory is fully equipped with 
the latest instruments to 
test blood samples, and 
automatically prepare 
slides for examination by 
pathologists. 

punJab: vIgIlance 
bureau nabs  
asI takIng brIbe  
of rs 10,000 
CHANDIGARH: The 
Punjab Vigilance Bureau 
(VB) during its ongoing 
campaign against cor-
ruption in the State, as 
directed by the Punjab 
chief minister Bhagwant 
Mann, on Tuesday nabbed 
an Assistant Sub In-spec-
tor (ASI) Surinder Singh 
red handed for accept-
ing a bribe of Rs 10,000. 
Disclosing this here 
to-day, a spokesperson of 
the VB said the accused 
ASI Kulwinder Singh (No 
128/Pathankot), posted at 
sadar police station.

Zonal level 
conference held 
on ‘natIonal 
logIstIcs polIcy’
CHANDIGARH: A 
Zonal-level conference 
on ‘National Logistics 
Policy’ was held at PHD 
Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry, Chandigarh 
on Tuesday for adoption 
of the policy, sensitising 
stakeholders, outlining 
the role of Ministry/De-
partments and developing 
monitorable parameters. 
Sh. Ghanshyam Thori, 
IAS, Direc-tor, Deptt. of 
Food & Civil Supplies, 
Govt. of Punjab chaired 
the conference organized 
by Regional Office, Food 
Corporation of India, Pun-
jab Region in association 
with DFPD, DPIIT, State 
Govt. of Punjab.

punJab govt 
gIves nod for 
prosecutIon 
of ex-mInIster 
CHANDIGARH: The 
Punjab Vigilance Bureau 
(VB) on Tuesday got 
prosecution sanction 
from the administrative 
de-partment of state 
government against 
former forest minister 
Sadhu Singh Dharamsot 
to prose-cute him in the 
competent court. He was 
arrested by the VB in 
June for his involvement 
in the organized 
corruption pertaining 
to the issuance of 
permits for cutting of 
Khair trees, transfer 
of officials, purchases, 
and issuance of NOCs 
in the department. A 
spokesperson of the 
VB said a corruption 
case under FIR No. 7 
dated 06-06-2022 under 
section 7, 7-A 13 (A)
(1) (2) of Prevention of 
Corruption Act, and 120-
B of IPC was registered 
at vigilance bureau  
police station flying 
squad, SAS Nagar. This 
case was registered 
against the former forest 
ministers, contractors 
and officials for indulging 
in corrupt activities.

TDG NeTwork
CHANDIGARH

A With an aim to give a ma-
jor push to the industrial 
development of the state 
especially in the Rural areas 
and generate employment 
for youth, the Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann on 
Tuesday said that the state 
government will soon set up 
20 dedicated Rural Indus-
trial Hubs across the state.

Chairing a meeting with 
the industrialists here at his 
office in Punjab Civil Secre-
tariat to solicit their views 
on draft Industrial Policy, 
the Chief Minister said that 
it will serve the twin mo-
tives as it will give impetus 
to industrial development 
on one hand and open new 
vistas of employment for 
rural youth on the other. He 
said that these hubs will be 
equipped with state of the 
art infrastructure to facilitate 
the industrialists in setting 
up their units. Bhagwant 
Mann assured fulsome sup-
port and cooperation to the 
industrialists opting for set-
ting up their units in these 

hubs adding that the state 
government is fully commit-
ted to accelerate industrialist 
development in Punjab.

During the meeting, the 
Chief Minister also mooted 
the idea of ‘One District, 
One Product’ to ensure pro-
duction of specialized goods 
in various districts. He said 
that this will help in enhanc-
ing the productivity of the in-
dustrial goods and enabling 
the entrepreneurs to give the 
best quality of products from 
a single district. Bhagwant 
Mann said that a number 
of districts across the state 
have specialization in sever-
al products adding that po-
tential of this can be tapped 
further by focusing on ‘One 
District, One Product’.

Dwelling on another agen-
da, the Chief Minister said 
that the state government is 
making strenuous efforts 
to further strengthen the 
single window system for 
facilitating the investors. 
He said that the pragmatic 
policies of the state govern-
ment coupled with indus-
trial peace and state of the 
art infrastructure provides 

a conducive atmosphere 
for the industrial develop-
ment in the state. Bhagwant 
Mann pointed out that ear-
lier single window service 
was merely a sham, devoid 
of any meaningful purpose, 
which not only demoral-
ized the potential inves-
tors but also hampered the 
industrial development of 
the state.

However, the Chief Minister 
said that his government has 
ensured that the single win-
dow system works as a real fa-
cilitator to the entrepreneurs 
interested in investing in the 
state. He said that this will 
further be streamlined so that 
industrialists do not face any 
sort of problem. Bhagwant 
Mann also assured the indus-
trialists that the pending is-
sues pertaining to the Change 
in Land Use (CLU) will also be 
resolved soon adding that this 
mechanism will also be sim-
plified further in coming days.

The Chief Minister also 
said that due to industrial 
peace in the state, Pun-
jab is the most preferred 
investment destination  
across the globe. 



RECOGNITION HUGE DEMAND 

Rupee fared relatively 
well, says World Bank

‘India to require at least 1 lakh 
drone pilots by next year’
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Indian Rupee has fared 
relatively well in 2022 
in comparison to other 

emerging market peers, 
senior World Bank econo-
mist Dhruv Sharma said 
Tuesday after the global 
financial body revised In-
dia’s GDP forecast to 6.9 
per cent. 

“The Rupee has depreci-
ated just about 10 per cent 
over the course of this year. 
That might sound like a 
large number, but rela-
tive to many other emerg-
ing market peers, India 
hasn’t fared that badly,” 
Sharma told a press brief-

ing today after the launch 
of the World Bank’s India 
Development Update titled 
“Navigating the Storm”. 
For the record, the rupee 
has come substantially off 
its all-time low. 

Currently, it is trading 
around 82.0 against the 
US Dollar as against a re-
cord low of 83 it breached 
in mid-October. Tighten-
ing monetary policy by 
the US Federal Reserve 
and central banks in other 
advanced economies trig-
gered the depreciation of 
the Indian currency. 

An increase in policy 
rates in the US and other 
advanced economies typi-
cally leads to a deprecia-

tion of the Rupee. 
The US Federal Reserve 

has been raising key inter-
est rates in its fight against 
red-hot inflation in the 
country. 

It raised the key policy 
rate by 75 basis points 
to over a decade high 
at  3.75-4.0 per  cent , 
the fourth consecutive 
hike of such magnitude. 
Back home, the Reserve 
Bank of India had already 
hiked the key policy rate 
by 190 basis points since 
May to 5.9 per cent to cool 
off domestic retail infla-
tion that has stayed above 
the RBI’s upper tolerance 
limit for over three quar-
ters now.

Highlighting the country’s 
progress in the technologi-
cal space, Union Information 
and Broadcasting Minister 
Anurag Thakur on Tuesday 
said that India will become 
the hub of drone technology 
and will require at least 1 lakh 
drone pilots by next year. 

Addressing the gathering 
after flagging off the ‘Drone 
Yatra 2.0’ in Chennai, the 
Union Minister said, tech-
nology is truly transforming 
the world at a rapid rate and it 
has never been more relevant 
than now as its applications 
are solving some of the most 
pressing problems on the 
planet. Quoting Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, Thakur 

said, “PM once remarked that 
‘India has a billion solutions 
to a million problems.’ As 
a country of a billion plus 
people, India is increasingly 
leveraging technology to stay 
ahead of the curve.” 

Detailing the advancements 
in drone technology in India, 
he said that during the Beat-
ing Retreat, the entire na-
tion was mesmerised by the 
spectacular display of 1000 
‘Made in India’ drones by 
Indian start-up ‘Botlab Dy-
namics’ led by IIT alumni. 
As a part of the SWAMITVA 
scheme (Survey of villages 
and mapping with impro-
vised technology in village 
areas), the survey of the land 
and houses is being prepared 
through drones in the villag-
es, he added. 

Drones are increasingly 
being used to sprinkle pesti-
cides and nano fertilizers in 
the fields in rural villages. 

“During Covid, drones 
were used to deliver medi-
cines and vaccines in remote 
areas. Drones are used in In-
dian cricket. Drones are used 
for sprinkling pesticides in 
remote areas. 100 kisan 
drones placed across India,” 
the Minister said. 

He said that recently, the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation 
(MoCA) and Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
had granted conditional 
exemption to the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) for the deployment of 
drones for live aerial cinema-
tography of the India Cricket 
Season in 2021. 

Court cannot fold its hand 
and passed the resolution.  After the resolution 
was passed, the same was communicated to the 
central government on 8 November 2016, RBI 
said in its affidavit.  Section 26(2) in The Re-
serve Bank of India Act, deals with the recom-
mendation of the Central Board the 2[Central 
Government] may, by notification in the Gazette 
of India, declare that, with effect from such date 
as may be specified in the notification, any se-
ries of bank notes of any denomination shall 
cease to be legal tender 3[save at such office or 
agency of the Bank and to such extent as may 
be specified in the notification].  Appearing for 
the petitioner, Senior Advocate Chidambaram 
raised the point parliamentarians would have 
stopped the policy but they did not follow the 
legislative route. 

World Bank revises up 
GDP to 6.9% from 6.5%
the contraction that occurred during the 
pandemic year. “This story of the rebound 
has been driven largely by robust domestic 
demand” said Sharma. 

World Bank, in its October report, lowered 
India’s 2022-23 growth rate from its June fore-
cast, by 1 percentage point to 6.5 per cent. In 
the previous report, the international organ-
isation had projected India’s growth rate to 
be at 7.5 per cent for the period.

CPI-based retail inflation is showing signs 
of moderation, according to government 
data, however, still remains above the cen-
tral bank’s upper tolerance level of 6 per cent 
since January this year. 

The inflation fell to 6.77 per cent in October 
from 7.41 per cent in the preceding month. 
Easing prices in food basket were the reason 
for the decline. “India’s economy has been 
remarkably resilient to the deteriorating ex-
ternal environment, and strong macroeco-
nomic, fundamentals have placed it in good 
stead compared to other emerging market 
economies” said Auguste Tano Kouame, 
World’s Bank’s Country Director in India. 
“However, continued vigilance is required as 
adverse global developments persist,” he said. 

The report forecasts that the India economy 
will grow at a slightly lower rate at 6.6 per 
cent in the 2023-24 fiscal year. A challeng-
ing external environment will affect India’s 
economic outlook through different channels. 
The report states that rapid monetary policy 
tightening in advanced economies has already 
resulted in large portfolio outflows and depre-
ciation of the Indian Rupee while high global 
commodity prices have led to a widening of 
the current account deficit. 

India’s external position has also improved 
considerably over the past decade. The cur-
rent account deficit is adequately financed by 
improving foreign direct investment inflows 
and a solid cushion of foreign exchange re-
serves. 

Charges framed against 
Union Minister’s son 
Ashish Mishra 
“The court charged the 14 accused, including 
Ashish Mishra, with IPC sections 147 (riot-
ing), 148 (rioting with deadly weapons), 149 
(committing an offence with a common inten-
tion), 326 (dismemberment), 307 (murderous 
assault), 302 (Murder), 120 B (criminal con-
spiracy), 427 (causing damage to property) 
and found sufficient grounds for framing of 
charges under section 177 (punishment for 
violation of Motor Vehicles Act) of the Motor 
Vehicles Act,” said Tripathi. 

Ashish is facing a case of murder for the 

incident on 3 October 2021, in which eight 
people, including four farmers, were killed 
in Lakhimpur Kheri. 

As per the reports, he had allegedly run over 
the farmers who were protesting against the 
three farm Laws passed by the Centre. Mishra 
was arrested on 9 October and was granted 
bail in February this year. 

Ashish then moved High Court as the 
Court’s earlier order was set aside by the 
Supreme Court in April 2022 and had or-
dered fresh consideration of his bail plea. 
The top court earlier had set aside the Alla-
habad High Court order dated 10 February 
2022, and remitted the matter back to the 
High Court. It also said that the order of the 
Allahabad High Court cannot be sustained 
and had to be set aside and the bail bonds of 
the respondent/accused were cancelled. The 
Court had further directed Ashish Mishra to 
surrender within a week. 

Central Asian NSAs 
endorse India’s position  
on China’s BRI
The Daily Guardian.   Sources said that the 
issue figured at the first India-Central Asia 
meeting of national security advisors hosted 
by NSA Ajit Doval. The NSAs of India and 
Central Asian countries also called for collec-
tive action to deal with the use of proxies for 
cross-border terrorism, terror financing and 
radicalisation. All the NSAs asserted that Af-
ghanistan must not become a safe haven for 
terrorist activities. The mentioning of cross 
border terrorism is seen as reference to Paki-
stan’s support to various terror groups which 
have been targeting India.  

At the meeting, Doval said India stands 
ready to “cooperate, invest and build con-
nectivity” in the region in what is being 
viewed as another blunt message to China. 
In his inaugural address, NSA Doval also 
said connectivity projects should respect 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
countries. Doval also said that financial sup-
port is the lifeblood of terrorism and greater 
priority should be accorded to counter terror 
financing.

At the meeting, the officials highlighted 
the important role that Chabahar port in 
Iran played during the humanitarian crisis 
in Afghanistan and supported India’s pro-
posal to include it within the framework of 
the International North-South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC).

A joint communiqué issued at the end of 
the meeting said the officials reiterated that 
greater connectivity could be a force multi-
plier for enhancing trade and commerce as 
well as closer interactions between India and 
Central Asian countries and accordingly “de-
served priority attention”. “They agreed that 
connectivity initiatives should be based on 
the principles of transparency, broad partici-
pation, local priorities, financial sustainabil-
ity, and respect for sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of all countries,” the communiqué 
said.

 “While expanding connectivity, it is impor-
tant to ensure that connectivity initiatives are 
consultative, transparent, and participatory, 
with respect for sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of all countries,” Doval said.

The NSAs of India, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan par-
ticipated in the meeting. Turkmenistan was 
represented by its ambassador in New Delhi.

The communiqué further said the officials 
agreed that the expansion of terrorist propa-
ganda, recruitment and fundraising efforts 
have serious security implications for the 
region, and therefore, a collective and coor-
dinated response is essential. The meeting 
strongly called for early adoption of the UN 
Comprehensive Convention on International 

Terrorism to effectively deal with the men-
ace. The NSAs emphasised that the territory 
of Afghanistan should not be used for shel-
tering, training, planning or financing any 
terrorist acts. They also noted the deterio-
rating humanitarian situation in Afghani-
stan. They stressed the need to jointly act to 
provide humanitarian assistance to people of 
Afghanistan. The meeting condemned in the 
strongest terms all forms of terrorism and 
underscored the need to work collectively to 
fight this menace.

TMC spokesman arrested for 
‘forging papers’ against PM
compensation given to victims (a total of ₹ 5 
crore). This was flagged as “fake” by the gov-
ernment’s fact-check unit the same day.

Quoting an RTI, It is being claimed in a 
tweet that PM’s visit to Morbi cost ₹30 

Sources in the Gujarat police cyber cell told 
NDTV that Saket Gokhale is believed to have 
used the newspaper Gujarat Samachar’s font 
in the media clipping in his tweet “claiming” 
it’s an RTI reply.

Gujarat Samachar denied filing any RTI.
“The entire RTI was manufactured by Saket 

Gokhale,” said sources, also pointing out that 
it usually takes about two months for an RTI 
reply.

Mr Gokhale told reporters that it was “an 
irony” he had been arrested for the tweet 
when those guilty of causing the bridge trage-
dy - the owner of the Oreva company hired for 
bridge repair and maintenance - were “free”.

The Gujarat police confirmed having de-
tained Gokhale only after Derek O’Brien, 
Rajya Sabha leader of Trinamool, tweeted 
and called it “political vendetta” by the BJP. 
He said Gokhale had taken a Monday night 
flight from Delhi to Jaipur, from where he was 
“picked up” by Gujarat police. He had a heart 
surgery recently and was on a private visit to 
Jaipur.

The Rajasthan police said they had no clue. 
According to the Gujarat police sources, they 
were never informed.

“Saket Gokhale was an accused in a case in 
the state of Gujarat. Gujarat police went and 
detained him. We followed the legal process. 
Saket Gokhale wasn’t informed or asked to 
come to Gujarat. We intercepted him in Ra-
jasthan and picked him up from there,” the 
sources said.

The Gujarat police drove him all the way to 
Ahmedabad. Sources say he was given a 1.5 
to 2 minute phone call before his mobile was 
seized. He called his mother and told her to 
not worry, sources said.

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, 
Trinamool chief, said Saket Gokhale had only 
tweeted what he thought were news reports. 
“This is a vindictive attitude. I condemn it,” 
she said, speaking to reporters during a visit 
to Ajmer.

‘Maharashtra govt 
Unconstitutional,’ Uddhav 
group tells SC
case urgently as there is an unconstitutional 
government in Maharashtra. 

CJI said next week is a miscellaneous week 
and it won’t be possible to assemble five judges 
on a miscellaneous week and thereafter the Su-
preme Court will have winter vacation. 

A five-judge Constitution bench headed by 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud is seized of a batch 
of petitions filed by a rival faction between Ud-
dhav Thackeray and Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde of Shiv Sena group in relation to the 
Maharashtra political crisis. 

The bench also comprises Justices M.R. 
Shah, Krishna Murari, Hima Kohli and P.S. 
Narasimha. 

Earlier, the top court had allowed the Elec-
tion Commission of India to decide which fac-
tion between Uddhav Thackeray and Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde be recognised as the 
‘real’ Shiv Sena party and allotment of the bow 
and arrow symbol. 

In August, the top court’s three-judge bench 
had referred to a five-judge Constitution bench 
the issues involved in the petition filed by rival 
groups of Shiv Sena in relation to the Maha-
rashtra political crisis. 

The Supreme Court three-judge bench had 
said that some of the issues involved in the Ma-
harashtra political crisis may require a larger 
Constitutional bench for consideration. 

It had also asked the Speaker of the Maha-
rashtra Legislative Assembly, Rahul Narwekar 
not to take any action on the new disqualifi-
cation notices issued against the members of 
Shiv Sena. 

There are various petitions pending before 
the apex court filed by both factions of Shiv 
Sena. Thackeray-led faction approached the 
top court challenging the Maharashtra Gover-
nor Bhagat Singh Koshiyari’s decision to invite 
Eknath Shinde to form the government and the 
Speaker’s election and floor test. Later they 
challenged the Shinde group approaching the 
poll panel claiming they are ‘real’ Shiv Sena.

They had also challenged the newly ap-
pointed Maharashtra Assembly Speaker’s ac-
tion recognising the whip of the Eknath Shinde 
group as the whip of Shiv Sena. The plea said 
the newly appointed Speaker has no jurisdic-
tion to recognise whips nominated by Shinde 
as Uddhav Thackeray is still the head of the 
Shiv Sena official party.

CBI to grill KCR’s daughter 
Kavitha on 11 December
investigation of RC0032022A0053 of CBI, 
ACB, Delhi. In this regard, it is informed that 
the CBI team will visit your residence at 11 am 
on December 11, 2022, for your examination 
and recording of your statement in connec-
tion with investigation of the aforesaid case. 
Kindly confirm your availability on the said 
date and time at your residential address in 
Hyderabad,” the letter stated. 

The CBI had earlier summoned her on 6 De-
cember in connection with the case. However, 
the TRS leader had sought the deferment of 
the same. 

“I’ve been issued a CBI Notice under Section 
160 of CrPC, seeking my clarification. I have 
informed the authorities, that I can meet them 
at my residence in Hyderabad on Dec 6th as 
per their request,” Kavitha said. 

This comes in response to a notice by the 
CBI dated 2 December in which it stated that 
certain facts have emerged during the course 
of the investigation which the MLA may be 
acquainted with and hence her examination 
on such facts is required in the “interest of 
investigation”. 

As per the notice, the CBI gave her two 
choices for the place of examination, Hyder-
abad or Delhi. The examination would be held 
at 11 am on 6 December.

Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia 
is one of the accused in the case. 

6000 attempts to hack 
ICMR server, website safe 
ICMR website did not witness any downtime 
following cyberattack. However, they noted 
that similar attacks by hackers on ICMR cy-
berinfrastructure are regular and cyber secu-
rity infrastructure needs to be strengthened. 
“The current news is regarding an attempted 
attack on the ICMR website that was pre-
vented by the firewall/security measures of 
NIC. The contents of the website have been 
checked and found safe. The website did not 
witness any downtime,” the source said. 

“However, similar attacks by hackers on 
ICMR cyber infrastructure are regular; hence, 
cyber security infrastructure needs to be up-
dated and strengthened to prevent future 
damage. There are limited vendors under 
the Make-In-India category for state-of-the-
art cyber infrastructure such as Network 
switches, Access Points, Storage etc., accord-
ingly possibilities of other options will also be 
explored,” the source added. 

The sources said that Secretary, Department 
of Health Research (DHR) and Director Gen-
eral ICMR reviewed cyber infrastructure and 
security practices at ICMR on 2 December. 

It was briefed that the website of ICMR is 
hosted in the NIC cloud after a security audit 
by a CERT-IN empaneled agency. “The web-
site is protected by NIC firewall and other se-
curity measures. ICMR also in-house hosts 
web and data portals of various programmes 
of ICMR. The in-house infrastructure is pro-
tected by a customized open-source firewall 
(PFSense). Further, inbound and outbound 
internet traffic is strictly controlled and regu-
larly monitored for any suspicious activity on 
all the active interfaces. DHR regularly issues 
advisories regarding cyber-security practices 
to all the ICMR institutes and centres,” the 
source said.

Man held for killing lover, 
keeping body in a drum
Rishi, was arrested in the Srikakulam district,” 
Commissioner of Police Srikanth said. The po-
lice suspect the deceased to be Dhana Lakshmi. 

“Accused Rishi met the woman while trav-
elling by the same bus and they exchanged 
numbers. Later that night, she came to the 
accused’s house and an affair developed,” the 
commissioner said. 

He added that the motive for the killing was 
that the victim had demanded Rs 2,000 in lieu 
of spending a night with him and he couldn’t. 

“The deceased demanded Rs 2,000 for 
spending a night with him but he wasn’t 
able to give the amount. She threatened him 
and a fight ensued during which the accused 
throttled her to death with a ‘chunni’. He then 
packed the body in a zip bag and kept it inside 
a drum,” the commissioner said. 

He added that the accused switched off his 
phone for 13 days and escaped. “We tried to 
identify the deceased on the basis of call data. 
We scanned the call data of 300 persons. The 
body will be sent for a DNA test,” the commis-
sioner said.

Ukraine says India’s 
Russian oil purchase 
‘morally inappropriate’
Russia “by arguing that Europeans were do-
ing the same”.

It was “morally inappropriate”, he said. “Be-
cause you are buying cheap oil not because of 
Europeans but because of us, of our suffering, 
of our tragedy, and because of the war that 
Russia launched against Ukraine.”

India has increased its purchases of cheap 
Russian oil six-fold since the invasion in Feb-
ruary, to the extent that Moscow is now its 
top crude supplier, according to local media 
reports. 

The government says that with millions of 
poor Indians hit hard by the global rise in 
commodity prices in the wake of the war, it 
has no choice but to buy the cheapest oil pos-
sible. On Monday, India’s foreign minister S. 
Jaishankar said his country’s costs were being 
driven up by European countries now buying 
up more oil and gas from the Middle East.

“The Middle East was traditionally a sup-
plier for an economy like India, so it puts 
pressure on prices in the Middle East as well,” 
Jaishankar told reporters.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Union Home Secretary Ajay 
Kumar Bhalla on Tuesday 
chaired a high-level security 
review meeting on Jammu 
and Kashmir, sources said.
The meeting was held days 
after The Resistance Front 
(TRF) -- an offshoot of Pak-
istan-based terrorist outfit 
Lashkar-e-Taiba -- issued a 
threat letter to 56 employees 
of the Education Department 
from the Srinagar district.

They said it was a monthly 
review meeting to take stock 
of security in Jammu and 
Kashmir as well as ongoing 
development projects there. 
The officials said that the 
Home Secretary was apprised 
about the prevailing security 
situation in Jammu and Kash-

mir and other issues pertain-
ing to the Union Territory. 

The meeting lasted for over 
two-and-a-half hours in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs in 
a hybrid mode with senior of-
ficials in the ministry joining 
it in the presence of Director 
Intelligence Bureau Tapan 
Deka, Research and Analysis 
Wing chief Samant Kumar 
Goel, National Investigation 
Agency Director General 
Dinkar Gupta and Director 
General of Police Jammu and 
Kashmir Dilbag Singh. 

Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) Director Gen-
eral Sujoy Lal Thaosen was 
also present in the meeting 
that started around 12:30 pm. 
Senior Jammu and Kashmir 
Police and administration 
officials attended the meet-
ing via video conference. 

SECURITY MEET

RAKESH SINGH 
NEW DELHI

HOME SECRETARY 
CONDUCTS MEETING ON J-K 

5nationthe daily guardian review
wedne sday |  07 december 2022

new delhi



6 nation the daily guardian review
wedne sday |  07 december 2022
new delhi

demand

LaLU'S KIdneY TRanSPLanT

Kerala Minister for Local Self 
Government M.B. Rajesh 
said that the Vizhinjam port 
project by the Adani Group 
is about to be completed, and 
the government cannot ac-
cept demands to stop it.

“The Kerala government 
has accepted six out of seven 
demands of protestors. The 
port project is about to be 
complete, so we can’t accept 
the demand to stop it,” the 
minister said while com-
menting on the Vizhinjam 
Port protest. He further said, 
“Those who are leading this 
protest want to destabilize 
the government.”

“They (the opposition) are 
making baseless allegations 
and don’t have anything au-
thentic. These allegations 
are politically motivated, and 
their claims keep changing,” 
he said.

The fishermen have been 
protesting to oppose the 
Adani port project, alleging 
that it was not a natural port 
and that if one goes inside, 
they can witness huge sand 
dunes dredged from the sea 
piled up.

On Sunday, the fishermen’s 
protest turned violent and 
the Vizhinjam Police arrested 
five protesters for allegedly 
blocking trucks in Thiruva-

nanthapuram which led to a 
scuffle. However, four of the 
five protesters were released 
later.

The Vizhinjam police in-
formed on Sunday that they 
had registered cases against 
the Arch Bishop and the aux-
iliary bishop of Thiruvanan-
thapuram, as well as several 
priests for allegedly blocking 
trucks, leading to a scuffle.

These trucks were carrying 
some material for the con-
struction of Vizhinjam port 
by the Adani Group.

The alleged scuffle took 
place when a group of people 
protesting against Vizhinjam 
port’s construction blocked 
these vehicles and another 
group in support of the port 
project opposed them.

The police had booked Arch 
Bishop Thomas J Netto, Aux-
iliary Bishop Christuraj, and 
the priests on several charges 
including conspiracy, incite-
ment to violence, and attempt 
to murder, on Sunday.

RJD leader Lalu Prasad 
Yadav recently underwent 
kidney transplant surgery 
in Singapore. His daughter 
Misa Bharti on Tuesday 
extended gratitude to the 
masses for their wishes on 
the behalf of her father.

She tweeted in Hindi, 
“Your prayers boosted my 
father’s morale and made 
him feel better today! Papa 
has said Thankyou to all of 
you.”

She also shared a video 
where Lalu Yadav could be 
heard saying, “Aap logo ne 
sab dua kiya, acha feel kar 
rahe hain hum, acha feel 
kar rahe hain hum (You all 
prayed, I am feeling better).”

Bihar Deputy CM and 
Lalu’s son Tejashwi Yadav 
tweeted, “After the success-
ful operation of my father’s 
kidney transplant, he was 
shifted from the operation 
theatre to ICU. Donor elder 
sister Rohini Acharya and 
the party national president 
are both healthy. Thank 
you for your prayers and 
good wishes.” Notably, Ro-
hini Acharya, Lalu Yadav’s 
daughter, donated a kidney 
to him. Acharya said on 
Twitter prior to the trans-
plant, “geared up and ready 
to go. Please send me luck.”

The family decided to pro-
ceed with the procedure af-
ter Tejashwi Yadav notified 
them earlier in November 
that his sister Rohini’s kid-
ney was the best match.

GovT cannoT  SToP 
vIzhInjam PoRT PRojecT: 
KeRaLa mInISTeR 

Lalu Yadav in 
better post-kidney 
transplant, PM Modi 
dials Tejashwi 

obSeRvance

Farmers have been cel-
ebrating as they are getting 
the benefits of government 
scheme to sell paddy at 
minimum support price for 
the first time after decades 
in Naxal-prone Abujhmad 
region of Chhattisgarh’s Na-
rayanpur district.

Abujhmad is a highly Nax-
al-affected area due to which 
the Masahati (revenue) sur-
vey of most of the areas of the 
region was not completed 
till date. As a result, the lo-
cals have not received valid 
documents of their houses 
and farmlands. But follow-
ing the instructions of Chief 
Minister Bhupesh Baghel, 
the survey is being done 

continuously in the region. 
In many areas the survey has 
been completed and in some 
parts it is still going on. In the 
surveyed areas, land docu-
ments were distributed to the 
residents. Now with the help 
of valid documents and after 
Masahati registration, the 
farmers started getting the 
benefits of many schemes of 
the state and central govern-
ment under which hundreds 
of farmers are selling their 
paddy at MSP in the region.

One of the farmers, Pappu 
Ram Potai said that he was 
very happy to sell his paddy 
at MSP and he thanked the 
state government and ad-
ministration for it.

Another farmer, Mahesh-
wari Kovachi said, “I am 
selling paddy at the sup-

port price for the first time. 
Before this she was forced 
to sell paddy to the middle-
men, who used to buy paddy 
at less price.”

On the other hand, Col-
lector Rituraj Raghuvanshi 
said, “Under the revenue 
survey, the distribution 
of Masahati Khasra (land 
document) is being done by 
the district administration. 
About 10,000 farmers have 
been identified in the region 
and the document has been 
distributed to 7700 farm-
ers, out of which about 2500 
farmers have registered for 
the first time to sell paddy. 
CM Baghel has approved 
five new paddy procure-
ment centres in the area for 
the convenience of the farm-
ers of Abujhmad.” 

Chhattisgarh: Farmers 
celebrate getting benefit of govt 
scheme to sell paddy at MSP 
TDG NETWORK
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Security in Mathura has been 
beefed up amid the Akhil 
Bharat Hindu Mahasabha’s 
(ABHM) call to recite the Ha-
numan Chalisa at Shri Krishna 
Janmabhoomi complex-Shahi 
Idgah Masjid maidan in Mathu-
ra, Uttar Pradesh.

Police barricading has been 
placed at various places in 
Mathura this morning and 
vehicle checking is being 
done. Amid the ABHM’s call, 
thedistrict administration has 
directed Police forces and se-
curity personnel to remain on 
high alert. On Saturday, the 
ABHM sought permission from 
the Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath to perform Laddu Gopal’s 
‘Jalabhishek’ and recital of the 
‘Hanuman Chalisa’ at the Shri 

Krishna Janmabhoomi-Idgah 
on 6th December.

ABHM’s request came after 
the district administration 
imposed restrictions on 1st 
December in the wake of the 
30th anniversary of the Babri 
Masjid demolition. The restric-
tions will remain in effect till 
28th January.

DM Pulkit Khare imposed the 
prohibitory order. It has been 
stated in the order that any po-
litical, social, or religious organ-
isation, or any other gathering 
of five or more people, any kind 
of gathering, picketing, dem-
onstration, etc. will not be al-
lowed without permission. In 
the event of a violation, strict 
action will be taken against 
the person or organisation in 
question under Section 188 of 
the Code of Police Criminal 
Procedure

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Ad-
ityanath on Tuesday paid 
floral tributes to Dr BR 
Ambedkar, the architect 
of India’s Constitution, on 
his death anniversary, and 
said his efforts gave new 
inspiration to the deprived 
and downtrodden. He an-
nounced that his govern-
ment will build a grand cul-

tural centre and memorial 
named after Dr BR Ambed-
kar. “On Mahaparinirvan 
Diwas, I pay homage to Dr 
Babasaheb Ambedkar. His 
efforts gave new energy 
and inspiration to the un-
derprivileged. Baba Saheb’s 
name will be taken with im-
mense pride whenever and 
wherever people will talk 
of freedom, equality, justice, 
and fraternity,” said Yogi 
Adityanath in Lucknow.

Mumbai’s Charkop police on 
Tuesday arrested one person 
and busted a racket involved 
in making obscene films on 
the pretext of web series and 
uploading them on different 
sites. The case was registered 
after a 29-year-old model 
complained to the police that 
she was duped on the pretext 
of doing “bold” scenes for a 
web series meant for foreign 

clients, and was arrested a 
year-and-a-half ago, for al-
legedly being part of a porn 
racket, police said. “The ex-
ploits of a gang, making por-
nographic films in the name 
of a foreign web series from a 
building within the Charkop 
police station limits were re-
vealed by a female artist after 
she was asked to act in a por-
nographic film,” police said 
in a statement.

The woman artiste lodged 
a case against four people 

identified as producer and 
director Yasmin Khan, An-
irudh Prasad Jangde, Amit 
Paswan and Aditya at the 
Charkop Police Station.

Police have arrested An-
irudh Prasad Jangde, how-
ever three accused are ab-
sconding and police have 
launched a lookout for them.

“The accused woman Yas-
min was arrested a year and 
a half ago by Mumbai Crime 
Intelligence Unit (CIU) in a 
similar case”, according to 

sources.
As per the model’s com-

plaint, a person named Ra-
hul Thakur approached her 
for a film. He asked her to get 
in touch with Keshav, who 
took her bio-data and photo 
and further referred her 
to a person, Rahul Pandey. 
Rahul then informed her 
about the work in a web se-
ries which would have some 
bold scenes. “As the web 
series was to be released in 
India, I refused”, she stated.

Karnataka CM Basavaraj 
Bommai on Tuesday as-
serted that Karnataka will 
win the legal battle with Ma-
harashtra over the border is-
sue between the two states. 
“Karnataka’s stand had 
nothing to do with elections, 
it is a long dragged issue by 
Maharashtra. These ten-
sions are created because of 
Maharashtra. There is pros-
perity among the people 
of both states, this (Border 
issue) is in Supreme Court 
and I am sure that we will 
win the legal battle” he said, 
while addressing the media-
persons, a day after appeal-
ing to Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde to 
fight the border dispute is-
sue legally. Further reacting 
to former CM Uddhav Thac-
keray’s remarks question-
ing if it is their (Karnataka’s) 
strategy to transfer villages 
before the elections in Kar-
nataka,         
CM Bommai said: “We are 
committed to safeguarding 
our borders and people. Not 
only that we are also com-
mitted to safeguarding the 
Kannadigas in Maharas-
tra, Kerala and Telangana.” 
Stepping up its attack on 
the government, Thackeray 
had said addressing a press 
conference on Monday, 
“Karnataka has been ask-
ing for our areas, villages 
and even Jath, Solapur will 

they ask our Pandarpur 
Vithoba too? This raises one 
question-is there any govt in 
Maharashtra? Like before 
the Gujarat elections, some 
businesses were shifted 
there, so before the Karnata-
ka elections will our villages 
be given to Karnataka?..” 
The border dispute between 
Maharashtra and Karnataka 
pertains to when the State 
Reorganization Act, of 1956 
was implemented and the 
Maharashtra government 
demanded the readjustment 
of its border with Karnataka. 
Following this, a four-mem-
ber committee was formed 
by both states. 
     Now, both Karnataka and 
Maharashtra governments 
have approached the Su-
preme Court to expedite the 
matter, as it is still pending. 
“We are committed to safe-
guarding our borders and 
people. Not only that we are 
also committed to safeguard 
the Kannadigas in Maha-
rashtra, Kerala, and Telan-
gana,” CM Bommai said.

maThURa on hIGh aLeRT 
afTeR abhm caLLS foR 
RecITaL of hanUman chaLISa

UP GovT To bUILd memoRIaL 
of b.R. ambedKaR: cm YoGI

Teen raped 
5-year-old 
girl in 
Palghar, held

mUmbaI: obScene fILm PRodUcTIon RacKeT bUSTed, 1 heLd

We will win the legal 
battle and safeguard our 
borders: Karnataka CM 
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The Bihar Police have 
arrested two persons 
for allegedly attack-

ing a woman and chopping 
off her body parts, leading 
to her death, in the Pirpainti 
police station limits of Bi-
har’s Bhagalpur.

The arrested persons have 
been identified as Shakeel 
Miyan and his associate Ju-
din Miyan who were named 
accused by victim Neelam 
Devi’s family members. 
According to the police, ac-
cused Shakeel Miyan alleg-
edly chopped off the wom-
an’s body parts including her 
limbs, on Saturday after she 
failed to return the money 
borrowed from him for her 
daughter’s wedding.

“The deceased’s family has 

named two persons accused 
and both of them have been 
arrested. It was found that 
the deceased and the ac-
cused were neighbours and 
had friendly relations. She 
borrowed money from him 
for her daughter’s wedding 
but was unable to return it. 

After which, he attacked her 
with a sharp weapon and she 
succumbed to the injuries in 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Medi-
cal Hospital during treat-
ment,” the City Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) Swarn 
Prabhat said.

The City SP further said 

that the accused Shakeel has 
been sent to judicial custody 
while his associate Judin was 
arrested from his residence.

However, Bhagalpur’s Se-
nior Superintendent of Po-
lice (SSP) Baburam has not 
yet come before the media 
but has been actively giv-

ing updates regarding the 
case in the police and media 
groups.

SSP Baburam has also 
been appealing to the peo-
ple to maintain peace and 
harmony.

Meanwhile, the husband of 
the deceased woman alleged 
that Miyan committed this 
act after he was forbidden 
from entering their house.

“Previously he used to 
come to our house but when 
we barred his entry here, 
that is why he committed 
this act,” the deceased’s hus-
band said.

Meanwhile, as per the 
reports, the woman had 
disclosed the name of the 
person in a semi-conscious 
state, which was recorded 
by the people there.

Further investigation is 
underway.

bIhaR: man choPS off woman 
afTeR She faILed To PaY debT
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CM Basavaraj Bommai

M.B. Rajesh

CM Yogi paid floral tribute to Dr. B R Ambedkar.

RJD leader Lalu Yadav post-kidney transplant surgery.
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mIzoRam: dRUGS 
woRTh RS 1.18 cR 
SeIzed, 4 heLd
AIZAWL: A joint team of 
Assam Rifles and excise 
& Narcotics Depart-
ment, Aizawl seized a 
large quantity of drugs 
worth Rs 1.18 crore in 
Mizoram’s Aizawl district 
and apprehended four 
people on Monday, said 
a statement. Aizawl 
Battalion of 23 Sector 
Assam Rifles recov-
ered 18 soap cases (236 
grams) of heroin worth 
Rs 1.18 crore and a 
vehicle in Falkland area 
World Bank Road, Aizawl, 
added the statement. The 
operation was carried out 
by a combined team of 
Assam Rifles and excise 
& Narcotics Department, 
Aizawl based on specific 
information, as per the 
statement. 

 KaRThIGaI 
deePam chaRIoT 
feSTIvaL heLd In 
madURaI
MADURAI: The Karthigai 
Deepam Chariot festival 
was held at Tiruparan-
gunram in Madurai after 
a gap of two years due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 
A large number of devo-
tees participated in the 
chariot festival. It started 
with flag hoisting on 28th 
November and today 
is the main day with a 
chariot ride carrying idols 
of Gods. A lamp will be 
lit on the top of Tirupa-
rangunram hill at 6 pm 
today. This is one of the 
most important festivals 
in Madurai which many 
devotees attend. 

GaUTam adanI 
amonG 3 IndIanS 
on foRbeS  
PhILanThRoPY 
LIST
SINGAPORe: In-
dian billionaires Gautam 
Adani, Shiv Nadar, and 
Ashok Soota, as well 
as Malaysian-Indian 
businessman Brahmal-
Vasudevan and his lawyer 
wife ShanthiKandiah, 
were named in the 16th 
edition of Forbes Asia’s 
Heroes of Philanthropy 
list released on Tuesday. 
The unranked list “high-
lights leading altruists in 
the Asia-Pacific region 
who demonstrated a 
strong personal com-
mitment to philanthropic 
causes,” Forbes said in a 
press release. Adani was 
listed for having pledged 
Rs 60,000 crores (USD 7.7 
billion) when he turned 
60 in June this year. 

mamaTa 
baneRjee vISITS 
bRahma TemPLe 
In RajaSThan
PUSHKAR: West Bengal 
CM Mamata Banerjee on 
Tuesday offered prayers 
at the Brahma Temple in 
Rajasthan’s Pushkar. 
She also visited Ajmer 
Sharif and offered a 

‘chadar’, before visiting 
the temple. “Our Hon’ble 
Chairperson @Ma-
mataOfficial visited Ajmer 
Sharif today and offered 
her prayers. The greatest 
virtue of our nation is 
its UNITY IN DIVeRSITY 
and we shall continue 
celebrating the beauty of 
the diversity that exists in 
India,” All India Trinamool 
Congress tweeted. 
Banerjee participated in 
the preparatory meet-
ing of the G20 Summit 
which was chaired by PM 
Narendra Modi.
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A 19-year-old man has been 
arrested for allegedly rap-
ing a five-year-old girl in 
Palghar, the police said on 
Tuesday.

The accused has been 
arrested on the basis of a 
complaint lodged by the 
girl’s parents. Officials said 
that the incident was re-
ported on Sunday. The girl 
was playing outside her 
house when the accused 
found her alone. 

He lured the girl with 
chocolates and took her to 
his house and raped her, 
the girl’s parents alleged in 
their complaint to the po-
lice.

The girl later reached 
home and told her mother 
about the incident.

Following this, her par-
ents approached Boisar po-
lice and lodged a complaint 
against the accused.

Based on their complaint, 
a case under IPC section 
376 (Rape) as well as un-
der relevant sections of 
the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences Act 
(POCSO), the police said, 
while adding that the ac-
cused was arrested, and 
they were further looking 
into the case.



By assuming the Presi-
dency of the G-20 and 
UNSC, for one year 

and one month respectively, 
for the next one year, India 
gets a unique opportunity 
for the country to contrib-
ute to the global agenda on 
pressing issues of interna-
tional importance. 

G-20 is the premier forum 
for international economic 
cooperation representing 
around 85% of the global 
GDP, over 75 of the world-
wide trade, and about two-
thirds of the world popu-
lation. During the G-20 
Presidency, to show its re-
solve to focus on those issues 

which are dear to it, India 
will hold about 200 meet-
ings in 32 different sectors 
in multiple locations across 
India. The G-20 Summit to 
be held next year would be 
one of the highest-profile in-
ternational gatherings to be 
hosted by India.

Defining its agenda for 
G-20 and UNSC, External 
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar has said that New Delhi 
would like to use the presi-
dency of the group to reflect 
interests and concerns today 
of the global south. As India 
formally assumed the G-20 
presidency, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said he 
will work to further global 
good through an inclusive, 
action-oriented and deci-
sive agenda. In a write-up, 
PM Modi said India could 
catalyse a fundamental 
mindset shift to benefit hu-
manity as a whole. “I believe 
we can,” he wrote. The PM 
stressed that India’s G-20 
presidency theme—“One 
Earth, One Family, One 
Future”—is not just a slo-

gan as it takes into account 
“recent changes in human 
circumstances”, adding that 
India’s G-20 presidency will 
work to promote a univer-
sal sense of one-ness. India 
looks forward to working 
on encouraging sustainable 
lifestyles, depoliticising the 
global supply of food, fertil-
isers and medical products, 
among other subjects, the 
Prime Minister said.

For imbuing hope in our 
future generations, India 
will encourage an honest 
conversation among the 
most powerful countries on 
mitigating risks posed by 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion and enhancing global 
security, in addition to cli-
mate change, terrorism, and 
pandemics—which could be 
solved not by fighting each 
other, but only by acting to-
gether he wrote.

IndIa’s forward 
plan
Indeed, the issues outlined 
by the Prime Minister and 
the EAM sound impressive, 
yet the real challenge will be 
on how to transform these 
into real achievements over 
the next one-year. How India 
could contribute to changing 
the global stand on various 
pressing issues, includ-
ing; controlling inflation, 
affirmative action on cli-
mate change and pandemic 
threats, besides producing 
an inclusive governance 

model. There is hope that 
India can make meaningful 
contributions to the global 
economy and can help im-
prove the current unstable 
geopolitical state of affairs 
during its reign as G-20 
president. The world is star-
ing at a recession following 
the Covid induced economic 
downturn and supply chain 
issues which have been fur-
ther exacerbated by the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict, fuelling 
runaway inflation. Global 
growth has hit a major road-
block. While the world grew 
at 6% in 2021, the growth 
rate is projected to drop to 
3.2% in 2022 and will further 
slip to 2.7% in 2023.

The global inflation rate, 
which stood at 4.7% in 2021, 
is expected to rise to 8.8% by 
the end of 2022. India, how-
ever, is expected to grow by 
6.8% in the current fiscal 
year and by 6.4% in the fol-
lowing year. India is a model 
for others in achieving simi-
lar economic growth and 
stability. 

The G-20 declaration, 
which predominantly 
echoed Indian ideas, vowed 
to push for global macro-
economic stability by giving 
nations, particularly disad-
vantaged ones, a platform to 
improve their financial re-
silience. Indian economists 
have a better understanding 
of middle-income and low-
income countries. India, 
with its unique perspective, 

can help the G-20 achieve 
its goal of enhancing the fi-
nancial resilience of these 
nations. India’s economic 
model, which has advocated 
for open, liberal markets 
that provide opportunities 
to even the most vulnerable, 
has garnered praise from 
countries and organisations 
throughout the world.

dIplomatIc  
tIghtrope
Over the last one year par-
ticularly India, has been 
able to maintain cordial 
relations with two US ad-
ministrations, in addition to 
Russia and Iran, and despite 
mounting global pressure, 
has been able to maintain 
positive diplomatic ties with 
all countries and factions. 
This is also a historic time 
for the G-20, which will now 
be led by a nation that has 
always placed “dialogue and 
diplomacy” at the centre of 
its approach to international 
relations. India’s diplomatic 
and economic policies have 
helped the country achieve 
significant growth at a time 
when other economies have 
failed or are struggling.

The Indian presidency has 
received support from vari-
ous quarters, the latest be-
ing from the US and France. 
The American and French 
presidents in their tweets 
have declared their support 
to India’s chair at these two 
fora. 

Thus, India seems to have 
the has full support of the 
global powers also, for ini-
tiating new thinking on 
tackling the global issues 
besides also an opportunity 
to become the voice of the 
Global South and help the 
UN to achieve more on its 
SDGs. Thus, at the moment, 
the plate seems full for In-
dia and we really hope that 
India will be able to leave its 
mark both diplomatically 
and politically on the G-20 
by acting in a pragmatic 
manner to solve the issue 
facing the global world. 

It would be prudent for the 
Indian leadership to pur-
sue those issues which will 
have a bearing on the future 
of the world, like climate 
change related activities, 
pursuing net zero, to find 
ways to establish a modi-
fied economic system which 
considers poor countries 
much more benignly and 
also empower the world or-
ganisations like the United 
nations and make sure that 
it leaves a new apparatus 
through which voices of the 
poor could be heard and ac-
tion taken on them, much 
more effectively.
Asad Mirza is a New Delhi-
based political commentator. 
He was also associated with the 
BBC Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times. He writes on Indian 
Muslims, educational, inter-
national, interfaith issues and 
current affairs.

India set to stamp its 
legacy at G-20
Occupying the presidency of the G-20 and UNSC, for one year and one month 
respectively, offers India a unique chance to leave its legacy and make the voice 
of the Global South and developing world heard at these two august fora.

CLEAN-UP EXERCISE

AMID GLOBAL ISSUES

The exit polls are out and it does seem as if the BJP 
has the edge in Gujarat, while Himachal Pradesh 
could go either way, between the BJP and the Con-
gress. As for the Aam Admi Party, it will make an 
impression in Gujarat (while not dominating the 
main opposition space) and will wrest the MCD 
away from the BJP. Or, at least that is what the exit 
polls are predicting.

If we go by these trends then what does it say 
about the fate of the three leaders—Narendra 
Modi, Rahul Gandhi and Arvind Kejriwal? As far 
as the Prime Minister is concerned, he has single-
handedly countered a 27 year old anti-incumben-
cy against the BJP and the credit goes to him alone, 
with Amit Shah playing a major supporting role. 
It was not development but the emotional connect 
of “aukaad and asmita” that swung the vote for the 
BJP. While he campaigned in Himachal Pradesh 
as well and even there, the posters had the PM’s 
face dominating, there were other issues at play 
other than the PM’s image. And, at the end of the 
day, Gujarat is his karam bhoomi, it is also known 
as the laboratory of Hindutva hence the campaign 
mentions of the 2002 riots and the Congress han-
dling of terror vs the BJP’s track record on terror. 
A loss in Himachal will not go so much against 
the PM as it will against the BJP chief J.P. Nadda. 
For the latter belongs to Himachal and a lot of reb-
els who were denied tickets from the BJP, blame 
it on factional politics within the state played by 

the BJP chief. As 
for Rahul Gandhi, 
his Bharat Jodo 
Yatra seems to be 
working wonders 
for his image. For 
instance, no one 
will refer to him as 
a Pappu anymore. 
But, the benefits 
of this still have 
to distill down on 
the ground and 
impact the party’s 
electoral fortunes. 
The Congress is 
faring more or less 
the same with or 
without Rahul Gandhi. Some would say that Ra-
hul Gandhi giving the elections a miss may have 
helped the Congress for that stopped the BJP from 
making it a Rahul vs Modi narrative and focus on 
other issues. Especially if the Congress wins Him-
achal, for that is one state Rahul Gandhi has not 
entered during the elections, leaving it to Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, Mallikarjun Kharge and local lead-
ers.

Arvind Kejriwal will be the most interesting 
man to watch in these elections for he has made no 
secret of his national ambitions. It is to his credit 
that he dominated the initial phase of the Gujarat 
campaign, pitching his Delhi Model vs the BJPs 
Gujarat Model with local residents questioning 
Delhi journalists about the Delhi Model. The BJP 
was forced to talk about schools, mohalla clinics 
and welfare schemes like 300 units of free elec-
tricity. The Saurashtra region and the city of Surat 
would be the most interesting to watch and this 
is where the AAP has the most hopes. But even if 
AAP does not emerge as the principal opposition 
party, getting a foothold in Gujarat will give Kejri-
wal the opening he needs to make a bigger play in 
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls.

Wresting the MCD away from the BJP will help 
the AAP in its optics but with the MCD is a hot 
potato facing a fund crunch, union issues and 
other problems. These could go against the AAP 
if it doesn’t resolve them in time for the Delhi polls, 
which are not too far away. All in all, this week 
will be an exciting one decoding the results and 
their aftermath.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspectIve
EXIT POLLS

IMPACT OF POLLS  
ON MODI, RAGA  
AND KEJRIWAL

The 24th Financial Stability 
Report (FSR) of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) appre-
hended that the Gross Non-
Performing Assets (GNPAs) of 
banks would climb from 6.9% 
in September 2021 to 8.1% in 
September 2022.

The 25th FSR report comes 
as a big relief because it pegs 
the gross NPAs of the Sched-
uled Commercial Banks 
(SCBs) at 5.9% as on March 
2022. This is being applauded 
as the lowest during the past 
six years.

Yet, it is a matter of grave 
concern that the aggregate 
“Capital to Risk-weighted 
Assets Ratio (CRAR)”, a fi-
nancial measure reflecting 
on the healthiness of banks, 
of 46 major banks is projected 
to decline to 15% compared to 
16.5% in March 2022.

Menace of the Non-Perform-
ing Assets (NPAs) could be ad-
dressed in several interrelated 

ways. Banks must exercise 
due diligence to ensure that 
they lend to credit-worthy 
customers and that the loans 
are backed by adequate qual-
ity collateral to minimise delay 
or default risk. 

Secondly, banks could make 
enhanced provisions for the 
bad and doubtful debt in their 
financial accounts and thus 
reduce their NPAs. This ap-
proach to managing bad and 
stressed assets seeks to save 
them from abrupt and sudden 
shocks of a large magnitude 
of their assets going phut. 
Thirdly, the banks may write 
off their bad assets and con-
sider them as their loss. This 
approach too would adversely 
impinge on their profitability. 
However, by doing so, they get 
their balance sheets cleaned 
of the NPAs leading to im-
provement in their capital 
adequacy and thus enhanc-
ing their ability to lend more. 

Clearing the NPAs backlog is 
imminent to revive the bank-
ing industry and consequently 
the economy. However, clean-
up is only the beginning of the 
process for the sustainability 
of the financial sector. Banks 
must take measures to recover 
their NPAs.

It is to this effect, that sev-
eral initiatives and legislative 
measures have been taken by 
the banks. Prominent among 
these include Lok Adalat 
(LAs), Debt Recovery Tri-
bunals (DRTs) and Assets 
Reconstruction Corpora-
tions (ARCs) established. It 
is disquieting that these ini-
tiatives made encouraging 
strides initially. However, they 
seem to be proving effective 
only marginally.

Lok Adalats, for example, 
recovered 20.3% of NPAs in 
2005-06 which gradually 
came down to 11.8 by 2011-
12. Since then, it has never 
been able to recover more 
than 6.4% and the latest data 
indicates that only 4% of the 
NPAs could be recovered by 
it in 2020-21.

So has been the case with the 
recoveries of NPAs through 
the Debt Recovery Tribunals. 
They recovered 76.9% of the 
NPAs in 2005-06 which 
picked up to 81.1% by 2008-
09. Since then their recovery 
trends have been fluctuating. 
So much so that it could re-

cover no more than 3.6% in 
2020-21.

Debt recovery by the Assets 
Reconstruction Companies 
had gone up from 8.9% in 
2003-04 to 61% in 2007-
08. Thereafter the recoveries 
gradually declined to about 
15% in 2018-19. Since then the 
recoveries have improved to 
touch 41% in 2020-21. The 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC) led debt recover-
ies were as high as 49.6% in 
2017-1. It now stands at 20.2% 
in 2020-21. Taken as a whole, 
the overall debt recovery rates 
from all these four measures, 
which had peaked at 50.1% in 
2007-08 have kept on sliding 
since then to reach a measly 
14.1% in 2020-21.

NPAs have indeed been de-
clining but it is largely due to 
larger provisions and write-
offs. This may undoubtedly 
improve the banks’ capital ad-
equacy ratio and consequently 
enhance their capacity to lend 
further. It may, however, be 
noted that unless the NPAs 
are recovered, banks would 
continue to suffer and final-
ly, the burden would fall on 
people, the taxpayers. The 
latest initiative to siphon off 
the big-ticket NPAs is the cre-
ation of the National Assets 
Reconstruction Corporation 
Limited (NARCL), popularly 
dubbed as the bad bank. The 
bad bank is intended to take 

over and recover NPAs worth 
Rs. 500 crore or more.

The bad bank, in the first 
stage, was supposed to take 
over a total of Rs 2 lakh crore 
of stressed assets of the com-
mercial banks in a phased 
manner. For the first phase 
itself, 22 fully funded assets 
with a combined value of 
Rs 90,000 crore had been 
identified for takeover and 
consequent recovery.

Going by the initial trends, 
the bad bank has yet not been 
a roaring success. It has been 
able to acquire much fewer 
assets than planned, albeit 
at much lower prices to the 
comfort of the lending banks.  
It is also a matter of concern 
that it could recover only a 
fraction of the total lending.

The bad bank mustn’t be 
allowed to end up becoming 
a repository of distressed 
assets. Because the Public 
Sector Banks (PSBs) them-
selves are the stakeholders in 
the NARCLs as well as their 
clients, there exists a strong 
possibility that they might 
offload their stressed assets 
to the bad bank to clean their 
balance sheet. 

The bad bank is thus 
fraught with its hazards, 
unless, of course, the banks 
are deterred from the bad 
lending decisions. The bad 
bank in fact may aggravate 
the problem of NPAs by en-

abling the bad assets of the 
banks and thus enable them 
to lend more, which might 
amount to incentivising them 
to resort to riskier lending. 
Public Sector Banks (PSBs) 
are often branded as more 
proliferate both in creating 
bad assets and filing them 
to recover and realise them 
promptly. It is often conclud-
ed that they are less efficient 
in their lending decisions. 
The reality, however, is that 
there PSBs are often made to 
resort to such lending which 
they know is riskier.

The latest is the issues aris-
ing on account of educational 
loans. Such loans are proving 
riskier than the others. NPAs 
on the count of such loans 
are twice as high as the av-
erage lending. PSBs are now 
reluctant to sanction such 
loans but are being cajoled 
to do so by the government. 
Banking is a business and 
public sector banks must be 
allowed and empowered to 
take good business decisions 
without fear or favour.
Furqan Qamar, former Adviser 
for Education in the Planning 
Commission, is a Professor of 
Management at Jamia Millia Is-
lamia, New Delhi. Arushi Mehta 
is a UGC-JRF pursuing PhD in 
the Department of Management 
Studies, Faculty of Management 
Studies in Jamia Millia Islamia, 
New Delhi.

Banks must take urgent measures to recover 
their non-performing assets
Unless the NPAs are recovered, banks would continue to suffer and finally, the burden would fall on the taxpayers.

Arvind Kejriwal will be the 
most interesting man to 
watch in these elections 
for he has made no secret 
of his national ambitions. 
It is to his credit that he 
dominated the initial phase 
of the Gujarat campaign, 
pitching his Delhi Model vs 
the BJPs Gujarat Model with 
local residents questioning 
Delhi journalists about 
the Delhi Model. The BJP 
was forced to talk about 
schools, mohalla clinics 
and welfare schemes like 
300 units of free electricity.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves to supporters on 
his way to a polling booth to cast his vote for the second 
phase of Gujarat Assembly elections, in Ahmedabad on 
5 December 2022. ANI
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Vijaykumar Gopi-
chand Ramchandani vs 
Amar Sadhuram Mulchan-
dani observed and has set 
aside the directions issued 
by Bombay High Court to 
the State for giving of 72 
hours’ notice to an accused 
in the event that the State 
intends to arrest him.

The bench comprising of 
CJI DY Chandrachud and 
Justice PS Narasimha ob-
served and has stated that 
such a direction could not 
have been issued by the 
High Court.

In the present case, the 
Bombay High Court, while 
disposing an Anticipatory 
Bail Application filed by 
accused observed and has 
directed that the accused 
should be given the 72 
hours’ notice in the event 
that the State intends to ar-
rest him on the registration 

of an FIR for making out of 
a cognizable offence.

However, while vacating 
this direction, the court 
stated that the direction is-
sued by the High Court in 
the event that if the State 
finds it necessary to arrest 
him in connection with any 

complaint pertaining to a 
cognizable offence at the 
behest of the Joint Registrar 
(Audit) is manifestly incor-
rect in law and such direc-
tions could not have been 
issued by the High Court.
At the outset, the bench 

observed and has referred 

to the decision in the case 
Union of India v Padam 
Narain Aggarwal, 2008. 
The court in the said 
judgement observed and 
has held that a direction 
as to prior notice before ef-
fecting arrest could not be 
issued.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Sets Aside HC 
Direction For Giving ’72 Hours’ 
Notice’ To An Accused If State 
Intends To Arrest Him
TDG NETWORK 

  It must be said right at the start before 
stating anything else that a Constitu-
tion Bench of the Supreme Court in a 
most learned, laudable, landmark and 
latest judgment titled Sukhpal Singh 
Khaira v. State of Punjab in Criminal 
Appeal No. 885 of 2019 along with SLP 
(Crl.) No. 6960/2021, Crl. Appeal No. 
886/2019 & SLP (Crl.) No. 5933/2019 
and cited in 2022 LiveLaw (SC) 1009 
that was pronounced as recently as 
on December 5, 2022 in exercise of its 
criminal appellate jurisdiction has is-
sued elaborate guidelines pertaining 
to the exercise of powers under Section 
319 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
for summoning additional accused 
during trial. It must be mentioned here 
that a Bench of Apex Court compris-
ing of Justice S Abdul Nazeer, Justice 
BR Gavai, Justice AS Bopanna, Justice 
V Ramasubramanian and Justice BV 
Nagarathna issued the commendable 
guidelines while answering certain 
issues referred to it. We shall discuss 
those commendable guidelines later 
in detail.  
At the very outset, this brief, brilliant, 
bold and balanced judgment authored 
by Justice AS Bopanna for a Constitu-
tion Bench of the Apex Court compris-
ing of Justice S Abdul Nazeer, Justice 
BR Gavai, himself, Justice V Rama-
subramanian and Justice BV Naga-
rathna sets the ball rolling by first and 
foremost putting forth in para 1 that, 

“In the above appeal, the order dated 
17.11.2017 passed by the High Court of 
Punjab and Haryana in Criminal Re-
vision No.4070 of 2017 and Criminal 
Revision No.4113 of 2017 are assailed. 
Through the said order, the High Court 
has dismissed the Criminal Revision 
Petitions and upheld the order dated 
31.10.2017 passed by the Trial Court 
summoning the appellant as an addi-
tional accused by exercising the power 
under Section 319 of the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code, 1973 (‘CrPC’ for short). 
For the purpose of narration of facts 
the case in Criminal Appeal No.885 of 
2019 is noted.”
To put things in perspective, the Bench 
then envisages in para 2 that, “The po-
sition which led to the appellant being 
summoned is that on 05.03.2015 a 
First Information Report was lodged 
in the Police Station Sadar, Jalalabad 
against 11 accused for the offence un-
der Sections 21, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29 and 
30 of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substance Act, 1985 (‘NDPS’ for short), 
Section 25-A of Arms Act and Section 
66 of the Information Technology Act, 
2000 (‘IT Act’ for short). In the charge 

sheet dated 06.09.2015, 10 accused 
were summoned and put to trial in Ses-
sions Case No. 289 of 2015. Though the 
second charge sheet was filed by the 
police, the same did not name the ap-
pellant herein as an accused.”
As it turned out, the Bench then enun-
ciates in para 3 that, “In the trial con-
ducted before the learned Sessions 
Judge also, initially the name of the 
appellant was not mentioned by the 
witnesses. After the initial recording 
of evidence, the prosecution filed an 
application dated 31.07.2017 under Sec-
tion 311 of CrPC for recalling PW-4 and 
PW-5, which was allowed. In the fur-
ther examination of the said recalled 
witnesses, they named the appellant 
herein. The prosecution thereafter 
filed an application on 21.09.2017 in-
voking Section 319 of CrPC in the said 
Sessions Case No.289 of 2015 for sum-
moning additional 5 accused, including 
the appellant herein. The summoning 
of additional accused was sought based 
on the evidence tendered by PW-4, 
PW-5 and PW-13.”
 Be it noted, the Bench then notes in 
para 4 that, “It is to be noted that out 
of the 11 accused, the proceedings in 
Sessions Case No.289 of 2015 were 
against the 10 accused and since one 
of the accused was not available, the 
case in that regard was split up (bi-
furcated) and was subsequently num-
bered as Sessions Case No.217 of 2019 
on 03.09.2019. In that background, it 
is seen that as on the date when the ap-
plication under Section 319 CrPC was 
filed on 21.09.2017, the only proceeding 
pending was Sessions Case No.289 of 
2015. In that regard, in respect of the 
proceedings against the 10 accused, the 
learned Sessions Judge pronounced 
the judgment on 31.10.2017 whereby 
one of the accused was acquitted, 
while the remaining 9 accused were 
convicted and sentence was imposed 
on 31.10.2017. The learned Sessions 
Judge, also allowed the application filed 
under Section 319 of CrPC on the same 
day i.e., 31.10.2017 and summoned the 
appellant to face trial. It is in that back-
drop the appellant assailed the order 
dated 31.10.2017 summoning him to 
face trial, since according to him such 
order is not sustainable in law as the 
same was not passed in a proceeding 
pending before the learned Sessions 
Court as at the stage when the power to 
summon was exercised by learned Ses-
sions Judge, the judgment of conviction 
and sentence had already been passed 
earlier on 31.10.2017. The said order 
assailed in Revision Petition No.4070 
and 4113 of 2017 was dismissed by the 
High Court, which has led to the pres-

ent proceedings.”
As we see, the Bench then points out 
in para 5 that, “The instant petition 
was heard before a bench consisting 
of two Hon’ble Judges of this Court on 
10.05.2019 wherein, in the course of as-
sailing the summoning order, the deci-
sions of this Court in the case of Sha-
shikant Singh vs. Tarkeshwar Singh 
(2002) 5 SCC 738 and the decision in 
the case of Hardeep Singh vs. State of 
Punjab (2014) 3 SCC 92 rendered in the 
context of the power exercisable under 
Section 319 of CrPC were noted. In that 
context, the Bench of two Hon’ble Judg-
es of this Court was of the opinion that 
the question with regard to the actual 
stage at which the trial is said to have 
concluded is required to be authori-
tatively considered since the power 
under Section 319 of CrPC is extraor-
dinary in nature.”
To be sure, the Bench then lays bare 
in para 6 that, “In that view, the fol-
lowing substantial questions of law 
were raised for further consideration 
and the matters were placed before 
Hon’ble the Chief Justice of India for 
constitution of a Bench of appropri-
ate strength to consider the questions 
raised. Hon’ble the Chief Justice has 
accordingly constituted this Bench to 
consider the questions raised, which 
read as hereunder: -

“I. Whether the trial court has the power 
under Section 319 of CrPC for sum-
moning additional accused when the 
trial with respect to other coaccused 
has ended and the judgment of convic-
tion rendered on the same date before 
pronouncing the summoning order?
II. Whether the trial court has the pow-
er under Section 319 of the CrPC for 
summoning additional accused when 
the trial in respect of certain other ab-
sconding accused (whose presence 
is subsequently secured) is ongoing/
pending, having been bifurcated from 
the main trial?
III. What are the guidelines that the 
competent court must follow while 
exercising power under Section 319 
CrPC?””
Most significantly, the Bench then 
mandates in para 33 postulating that, 

“For all the reasons stated above, we 
answer the questions referred as here-
under:-

“I. Whether the trial court has the power 
under Section 319 of CrPC for sum-
moning additional accused when the 
trial with respect to other co-accused 
has ended and the judgment of convic-
tion rendered on the same date before 
pronouncing the summoning order?

Full report can be read on the website.

IN COURT

SECTION 319 CRPC : 12 GUIDELINES ISSUED BY 
SUPREME COURT’S CONSTITUTION BENCH TO 
SUMMON ADDITIONAL ACCUSED DURING TRIAL
SANJEEV SIROHI

The Supreme Court of 
India in the case Cure 
SMA Foundation of 

India and Ors. v. UoI and 
Ors observed and has dis-
missed a petition wherein 
seeking removal of levy of 
Goods and Services Tax on 
medicines to cure spinal 
muscular atrophy (SMA) 
stating that its being a ‘pol-
icy decision’.

In the present case, the 
plea filled was seeking a 
GST exemption on medical 
treatment of patients suf-
fering from SMA. The plea 
averred that he submitted 
that the Drugs for SMA are 
prohibitively priced and one 
dose of Zolegsnama is Rs 17 
crores. Also, that the GST 
component itself would be 
upward of 2.5 crores.

The bench comprising 
of Justice MR Shah and 
Justice CT Ravikumar ob-
served during the hearing 
that there is already a policy. 
This is the policy which mat-
ters and the government will 
decide at what price it has to 
be sold for.

The Court in its order 
stated that ultimately it is on 
the side of the Government 
for taking a policy decision 
weather exempting any 
drug completely for treat-
ment of rare diseases from 
levy of CGST, IGST, SGST 

or on the customs duty. 
The court can issue no writ 
of mandamus for directing 
the Union to exempt drugs 
from payment of tax or duty.

It was also refused by the 
bench for taking up the 
other prayer in the petition, 
requesting for allowing all 
imports of SMA medicines 
without approaching the 

Centre of excellence.
Further, the court stated 

that this court cannot en-
tertain the prayer (b) which 
asked to import drugs di-
rectly without approaching 
Centre of Excellence. Thus, 
there being a number of 
reasons why the drugs are 
to be cleared by the Centre 
of Excellence. Adding to 

it, the court stated that the 
petitioners are not entitled 
to any reliefs in the petition 
and the court dismissed the 
plea.

Accordingly, the bench 
granted liberty to the pe-
titioners for approaching 
the concerned government 
authority with a represen-
tation.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: PLEA DISMISSED 
SEEKING GST EXEMPTION FOR 
MEDICINES TO CURE SPINAL MUSCULAR 
ATROPHY; ‘POLICY MATTER OF GOVT’
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Govt 
of NCT of Delhi vs Union of India ob-
served wherein the Central Govern-
ment has filed an application for re-
ferring the issues which are related to 
the control of administrative services 
in the Government of the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi to a bench 
having strength of 9 judge or more 
judges. 

In the present case, the larger bench 
reference has been sought on the 
ground that the judgment of the Con-
stitution Bench of 2018 in the case 
GNCTD vs Union of India being in-
consistent with the judgement of the 
nine-judge bench in the case NDMC 
VS State of Punjab (1996), wherein 
it was held that Delhi was on the 
same footing as a Union Territory. It 
has been asserted by the Constitu-
tion bench in the year 2018 that the 

principle of supremacy of elected gov-
ernment and the court has held that 
the LG should act as per the aid and 
advise of the Council of Ministers in 
respect of the matters over which the 
Delhi Government has the legislative 
and the executive powers and that 
the LG’s reference to the President 
should be made only in exceptional 
circumstances.

Therefore, the application was 
mentioned before the Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud by the So-
licitor General of India Tushar Mehta 
on Monday. The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate Dr AM Singhvi appearing for 
the GNCTD observed and has op-
posed the application by stating that 
it is seeking a review in disguise and 
a delaying tactic.

However, the bench of CJI Chandra-
chud stated that at the time of hearing, 
the issue of reference can be raised. 
Further, the CJI expressed difficulty 

in convening of an early hearing of 
the Constitution Bench as Justice 
Krishna Murari is unavailable due to 
illness.

The bench comprising of the then 
CJI NV Ramana, Justice Surya Kant 
and Justice Hima Kohli on May 6 ob-
served and has referred the issue re-
lating to services to the Constitution 
Bench, wherein the court observed 
the 2018 judgment and the court did 
not consider this aspect while inter-
preting the ambit of Article 239AA of 
the Constitution of India.

The Two-judge bench of the Su-
preme Court in February 2019 ob-
served and has delivered a split ver-
dict on the question of powers of the 
GNCTD and Union Government over 
services and the case is being referred 
to a larger bench.
Accordingly, the bench listed the 

matter for next hearing to January 10, 
2023.

IN COURT

Centre Seeks Reference To 9-Judge 
Bench, Says 2018 Judgement 
Inconsistent With Precedent: Delhi 
vs LG Service Dispute
TDG NETWORK 
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Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) Science 
& Technology; Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) 
Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, 
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Pensions, Atomic 
Energy and Space, Dr Jiten-
dra Singh said, global chal-
lenges need to be fought 
through global collabora-
tion, regardless of our re-
spective ideologies or indi-
vidual leanings.

Attending the Ministerial 
Plenary in Abu Dhabi on 
the ‘Role of Foreign Policy 
in Enabling Space Diploma-
cy and International Coop-
eration’ along with the MoS 
Foreign Affairs of the UAE, 
Foreign Minister of Bahrain 
and Minister of Advanced 
Technologies of Israel, Dr 
Jitendra Singh said, Space 
Debate has brought all of us 
together to think about the 
wellbeing of the Earth.

Dr Jitendra Singh said, 
right from the beginning, 
India has envisaged for it-
self and pledged that our 
space and atomic energy 
programmes are dedicated 
to peaceful purposes and 

the same was said even 
when we started our atomic 
programme soon after inde-
pendence in the immediate 
backdrop of atomic bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and Naga-
saki bombings during 2nd 
world war, when the world 
hated anything which car-
ried the name atomic with 
it. The Minister pointed out 
that 

India’s founding scientists 
like Homi Bhabha had de-
clared to the world about In-
dia’s peaceful nuclear pur-
suits and we have walked 

the talk and vindicated 
the same in the case of our 

Space programme as well.
Dr Jitendra Singh also told 

the august gathering that 
India distinguishes itself 

as it has successfully used 
Space technology for bring-

ing in ease of living for the 
common citizens by work-
ing in different sectors like 
railways, smart cities, roads 
and buildings, highways, 
digital health, telemedicine.

Dr Jitendra Said, in the 
last 2-3 years, with the very 
path-breaking indulgence 
of Prime Minister Modi, a 
decision was taken to open 
it up to the non-government 
entities for private partici-
pation. And, within a span 
of 2-3 years, we have more 
than 100 start-ups and 
two of the start-ups have 
launched private satellites 
to grace the sky. 

Calling for greater col-
laboration with UAE in the 
Space sector, Dr Jitendra 
Singh said, development of 
the Space sector is one of the 
priority areas for the leaders 
of both India and the UAE. 
He said, the indigenously 
developed Space sector of 

India and the fast-growing 
Space sector of the UAE 
have a lot of complementa-
riness that can be harnessed 
for greater good.

Earlier, Dr Jitendra Singh 
appreciated the thrust of the 
Abu Dhabi Space Debate for 
building the role of Govern-
ments in empowering space 
business and technology. 
He said, the list of discus-
sions in ADSD on the role 
of the space sector to solve 
the climate issues, bring-
ing accountability to envi-
ronmental commitments, 
threats to and from space 
to the political discourse 
and making the presence of 
private sector and space in-
novation people driven that 
serve humankind; are very 
relevant to our time and are 
eye-opening topics, setting 
apart this initiative from 
any other such gathering in 
Space sector in the past.

COLLABORATION

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh says, global challenges 
need to be fought through global collaboration

   Dr Jitendra Singh addresses the Ministerial 
Plenary on the ‘Role of Foreign Policy in Enabling 
Space Diplomacy and International Cooperation’ 
in Abu Dhabi Space Debate

   India had walked the talk about its com-
mitment of Peaceful Space and Nuclear Pro-
grammes: Dr Jitendra Singh

TDG NETWORK 

The Food and Agri-
culture Organiza-
tion (FAO) of the 

United Nations, organized 
an opening ceremony for 
the International Year of 
Millets – 2023 (IYM2023) 
in Rome, Italy. An Indian 
delegation led by Sushri 
Shobha Karandlaje, Min-
ister of State, Agriculture 
& Farmers Welfare along 
with Smt. Shubha Thakur, 
Joint Secretary (Crops), 
DA&FW and other senior 
officials were present at the 
opening ceremony. During 
the event, India’s ceremonial 
message by the Prime Minis-
ter Shri Narendra Modi was 
conveyed by Sushri Shobha 
Karandlaje. 

Sushri Shobha Karandlaje 
conveyed PM Modi’s compli-
ments to the United Nations 
for declaring the Year 2023 
as the International Year of 
Millets. PM, through his 
message, thanked the global 
community for supporting 
India’s proposal to mark the 
International Year of Millets 
(IYM). It was mentioned 
that Millets are good for the 
consumer, cultivator and 
climate. Millets are nutri-
tious and can be cultivated 
in semi-arid zones besides 
consuming less water for 
irrigation. There is need for 
diversity on our land and 
our dining tables. Raising 
awareness to create ‘Millet 
Mindfulness’ is an impor-
tant part of this movement. 

Sushri Shobha Karand-
laje, in her speech, said na-
tions need to collaborate 
to develop a sustainable 
future, and millets will play 
a pivotal role in the process. 
There is an opportunity 
to contribute to the future 
well-being of mankind by 
bringing back ancient food 
grains through IYM. India 
will steer the IYM2023 
celebrations worldwide 
and organise campaigns to 

promote the cultivation and 
consumption of Millets, both 
in India and abroad during 
the next year.

Sushri Shobha Karandlaje 
said the IYM2023 will lead 
India towards Food and Nu-
tritional Security. Millets are 
considered ‘Smart Food’ as 
they are easy to cultivate, 
mostly organic and contains 
high nutritional value, she 
said. With PM Modi’s vision 
of “Vasudaiva Kutumbakam” 
(The World is One Family), 
the IYM2023 celebration is 

an opportunity for India to 
promote Nutri-cereal Millets 
globally and place them in 
the world’s ‘food map’, she 
added.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Director General, FAO 
Mr. QU Dongyu said the 
IYM2023 will provide us 
with a unique opportunity 
to give visibility to crops 
that have great potential to 
strengthen global nutrition, 
food security, decent jobs & 
economies, while accelerat-
ing Climate Action. Millets 

are basically Asian crops, 
climate resilient, lead to sus-
tainable development and 
help ensure Food Security 
& Nutrition for all, he said.

In his message on the oc-
casion, the Union Minister 
of Agriculture and Farm-
ers Welfare, Shri Naren-
dra Singh Tomar said the 
IYM2023 will provide an 
opportunity to increase 
global production, efficient 
processing and better use of 
crop rotation and promotion 
of millets as a major compo-
nent of the food basket.

At the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare in 
New Delhi, Minister of State, 
Shri Kailash Choudhary, at-
tended the virtual opening 
ceremony event and ad-
dressed the senior officials of 

the ministry. Shri Kailash 
Choudhary stressed upon 
adopting millets as part of 
daily diet and spreading 
awareness throughout the 
country highlighting the 
benefits of millets. He called 
upon all to popularize Mil-
lets, making a beginning 
with their own kitchen. A 
pledge to include millets in 
their everyday food was also 
undertaken on the occasion.

To mark the significance 
of the day in India, several 
initiatives have been taken 
by the Department of Agri-
culture & Farmers Welfare 
(DA&FW). These include 
an extensive social media 
campaign on the importance 
of Millets in Indian context, 
showcasing Government’s 
collective effort for sustain-

ing the momentum, citizen 
engagement drives involving 
all other Ministries and sev-
eral other outreach activities 
to celebrate IYM.

Spearheaded by the Prime 
Minister, the Government 
of India sponsored the pro-
posal for International Year 
of Millets (IYM) 2023 which 
was accepted by the United 
Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA). The declaration 
has been instrumental for 
the Government of India 
to be at the forefront in cel-
ebrating the IYM. The Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi has also shared his 
vision to make IYM 2023 a 

‘People’s Movement’ along-
side positioning India as the 

‘Global Hub for Millets’.
In the backdrop of the 

UNGA adoption of India-
sponsored resolution In-
ternational Year of Millets 

- 2023, the DA&FW aims 
to promote cultivation and 
consumption of Millets at a 
larger scale and bring it to 
the entire globe.

Recognising the enormous 
potential of Millets, which 
also aligns with several UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), the Govern-
ment of India (GoI) has 
prioritized Millets. A sub-
mission on National Food 
Security Mission – Nutri Ce-
reals was implemented con-
sidering the high-nutritive 
value, potential for economic 
empowerment of small & 
marginal farmers and con-
tribution in maintaining the 
earth’s biodiversity; in April 
2018, Millets were rebrand-
ed as “Nutri Cereals”, and 
the year 2018 was declared 
as the National Year of Mil-
lets, aiming at larger promo-
tion and demand generation.

Towards this endeavour, 
through a collaborative ap-
proach, the GoI urges ev-
eryone including the Indian 

embassies, International 
Organizations, Academia, 
Hotels, Media, Indian Dias-
pora, Start-up communities, 
Civil Society, and all others 
in the Millets value-chain 
to come forward and join 
hands to revive the forgot-
ten glory of ‘Miracle Millets’ 
through the grand celebra-
tion of International Year of 
Millets - 2023.
‘Millets’ were among the 

first crops to be domesti-
cated in India with several 
evidence of its’ consump-
tion during the Indus valley 
civilization. Being grown in 
more than 130 countries 
at present, Millets are con-
sidered traditional food 
for more than half a billion 
people across Asia and Af-
rica. In India, millets are 
primarily a kharif crop, re-
quiring less water and agri-
cultural inputs than other 
similar staples. Millets are 
important by the virtue of 
its mammoth potential to 
generate livelihood, increase 
farmers’ income and ensure 
food & nutritional security 
all over the world.

TRADE 

FAO OPENING CEREMONY OF INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF MILLETS 2023 HELD IN ROME, ITALY
TDG NETWORK 

   India’s ceremonial message by PM Modi read out by MoS (Agriculture) 
Sushri Shobha Karandlaje

   India will steer the IYM2023 celebrations worldwide and organise cam-
paigns to promote the cultivation and consumption of Millets – PM Modi

   IYM2023 will provide an opportunity to increase global production and pro-
motion of millets as a major component of the food basket –Narendra Singh 
Tomar



Indonesian lawmakers on Tuesday unanimously passed a 
new criminal code on Tuesday, criminalizing sex outside 
marriage. “All have agreed to ratify the (draft changes) into 
law,” said lawmaker Bambang Wuryanto, who led the parlia-
mentary commission, was quoted as saying by CNN. “The old 
code belongs to Dutch heritage ... and is no longer relevant.” 
The US news broadcaster said the new code provides punish-
ments for insulting the president or expressing views counter 
to the national ideology.

Addressing a presser, Law and Human Rights Minister Ya-
sonna Laoly said he hoped that Indonesians understood that 
lawmakers had done everything they could to accommodate 
“public aspiration.”

Lately said it was not easy for a multicultural and multi-
ethnic country to make a criminal code that “accommodates 
all interests”. He also invited dissatisfied parties to submit a 
judicial review to the constitutional court.

Earlier, human rights groups said that the new code would 
“disproportionately impact women” and further curtail 
human rights and freedoms in the world’s largest Muslim-
majority nation.

“What we’re witnessing is a huge setback to Indonesia’s 
hard-won progress in protecting human rights and funda-
mental freedoms after the 1998 revolution. This criminal code 
should have never been passed in the first place,” said Usman 
Hamid, Executive Director of Amnesty International Indo-
nesia. Andreas Harsono, Human Rights Watch Indonesia 
Researcher said the laws are “a setback for already declining 
religious freedom in Indonesia,” warning that “non-believers 
could be prosecuted and jailed.”

“The danger of oppressive laws is not that they’ll be broadly 
applied, it’s that they provide avenue for selective enforce-
ment,” he was quoted as saying by CNN.
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employee complaints

US opens probe into 
Musk’s Neuralink 
over animal testing

The Inspector General for the US Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) opened a probe into Elon Musk’s Neuralink over em-
ployee complaints about animal testing, Reuters reported cit-
ing documents the news agency reviewed and sources famil-
iar with the investigation and company operations.

The Reuters report said the company has killed about 1,500 
animals following experiments since 2018. However, the total 
number of animal deaths does not necessarily indicate Musk’s 
company is violating regulations, the report said. Current and 
former Neuralink employees, the report added, have alleged 
the number of animal deaths is too high because of Musk’s 
demands to speed research.

Neuralink has passed all USDA inspections of its facilities, 
the report said, citing regulatory filings. A spokesperson for 
the USDA inspector general declined to comment, the report 
added.

The controversies surrounding Twitter do not seem to end 
right from the time the world’s richest man acquired the 
micro-blogging site.

Tesla CEO last week tweeted, saying that, “Apple has also 
threatened to withhold Twitter from its App Store, but won’t 
tell us why.” But later on December 1, he clarified that all was 
sorted after meeting with Apple CEO Tim Cook.

Twitter’s advertisers’ list, including Pfizer, GM, among 
others, stopped giving advertisements ever since the world’s 
richest man took over as CEO. On Saturday, Musk said that 
Apple had ‘fully resumed’ advertising on the micro-blogging 
site during a Twitter Spaces conversation.

Notably, Twitter CEO last week released the internal ‘Twit-
ter Files’ that showed the company responded to a request 
“from the Biden team” during the 2020 election -- shortly 
after the company cracked down on Hunter Biden, son of US 
President Joe Biden’s laptop story.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) is all set 
to launch the ‘Elec-

tion Karao Mulk Bachao’ 
campaign across Pakistan in 
order to pressurise the coali-
tion government to conduct 
an early election.

Pakistan’s former Prime 
Minister and PTI Chief 
Imran Khan, during his 
meeting with lawmakers 
and office-bearers hailing 
from Lahore at his Zaman 
Park residence on Monday, 
decided to hold the cam-
paign, Geo News reported. 
Under the first phase of the 
nationwide drive -- from De-
cember 7 to 17 -- mass rallies 
and public gatherings will 
be held in Lahore.

The campaign will kick 
start with a rally in Ham-
mad Azhar’s constituency 

in the provincial capital city 
on December 7.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the dissolution of 
the provincial assemblies in 
Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP), according to 
Geo News.

Earlier, Khan expressed 
his willingness to halt the 
dissolution of assemblies 

of Punjab and Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa provinces if the 
election will take place by 
March.

While giving an interview 
with a Pakistani private 
channel, Imran Khan said, 
“If they are ready for elec-
tions by the end of March, 
then we won’t dissolve the 
assemblies. Otherwise, we 

want to conduct polls by 
dissolving the KP and Pun-
jab assemblies,” Geo news 
reported.

PTI Chairman further said 
that his party won’t agree to 
a date after March and the 
assemblies will dissolve in 
this [December] month if 
the government disagrees.

“How long will they take 
to decide? They either have 
to say yes or no. We have al-
ready decided,” the former 
premier said underlining 
his conditional stance on 
talks with the government 
on the election date.

“If they [government] 
want, we can talk to them 
about what date the elec-
tions can be held. There is 
no way elections can take 
place after the budget,” Geo 
News quoted him as saying, 
adding that the government 
will take the country down 
this way.

“Do they want polls to take 
place in 66 per cent of the 
country and then conduct 
general elections?” Khan 
questioned, suggesting that 
they announce the election 
date soon.

Earlier also, Khan an-
nounced that his party has 
decided not to remain part 
of the current political sys-
tem and will instead resign 
from all the assemblies.

Imran’s PTI is in power 
in Punjab, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan. However, the PTI 
has yet to announce a date 
for the dissolution of as-
semblies in Punjab and KP, 
according to Dawn.

Addressing the party’s 
power show in Rehman-
abad, Khan said, “We will 
not be part of this system. 
We have decided to quit all 
the assemblies .”

mass Rallies planned

imRan’s paRty to hold nationwide 
campaign seeking eaRly election
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD 

Imran Khan’s party’s campaign will kickstart with a rally in 
Hammad Azhar’s constituency in the provincial capital city on 
7 December.

Concerns over the dissemi-
nation of fake and provoca-
tive news online, were at 
the centre of the electoral 
process in Malaysia during 
its recently conducted 15th 
general election last month.

Besides the dissemination 
of misinformation, social 
media platforms were used 
by top politicians in the 
country to help boost their 
political campaigns. Malay-
sian voters were influenced 
by the political parties ex-
tensively through Tik Tok 
and other social media 
platforms, which produced 
videos and recruited social 
media influencers to target 
the young base who was its 
frequent users, The Singa-
pore Post reported.

There were six million 
new voters, including over 

1.2 million 18- to 21-year-
olds who were newly eli-
gible after a law lowering 
the voting age, the report 
added.

Malaysian political parties 
have often been supportive 
of Chinese state narratives 
and repeated them to lo-
cal audiences as Malaysia 
is home to a large Chinese 
diaspora and Chinese-lan-
guage media landscape.

Malaysia has been the epi-
centre of a couple of major 
Chinese-language disinfor-
mation campaigns likely or-
chestrated by either Beijing 
or its political allies, accord-
ing to The Singapore Post.

In a statement, spokes-
person of Tik Tok, a video-
sharing social networking 
service said it has zero tol-
erance against any form of 
hate speech and violent ex-
tremism and this extends to 
branded content.

online fake news

misinfoRmation cast 
shadow on malaysia 
polls: RepoRt

new cRiminal code

Indonesia 
criminalizes sex 
outside marriage

china-aRab summit

Xi Jinping to embark 
on Saudi Arabia visit

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
is set to reach Saudi Arabia 
on Thursday amid the ten-
sion between the US and the 
two countries.

According to CNN citing 
sources, Xi’s trip to Arabia’s 
capital Riyadh will include 
a China-Arab summit in 
which 14 Arab heads of 
states are expected to at-
tend. During the two-day 
visit, a China-GCC confer-
ence is also expected to take 
place.

Rumours of a Chinese 
presidential visit to the US 
largest Middle East ally 
have been circulating for 
months. Still, they are yet to 
be confirmed by the govern-
ments of Saudi Arabia and 
China.

Last week, the Saudi gov-
ernment sent out registra-
tion forms for reporters to 
cover the summit, without 
confirming the exact dates. 
The Saudi government de-

clined to respond to CNN’s 
request for information 
about Xi’s visit and the 
planned summits.

The US and Saudi Ara-
bia are still embroiled in 
a heated spat over oil pro-
duction, which in October 
culminated in strong rheto-
ric and traded accusations 
when the Saudi-led oil car-
tel OPEC+ slashed output 
by two million barrels per 
day in an effort to “stabilize” 
prices. 

The decision was taken 
despite heavy US cam-
paigning against it, accord-
ing to CNN.

In July, US President Joe 
Biden paid a visit to Saudi 
Arabia where he raised 
the 2018 murder of Ja-
mal Khashoggi during his 
meeting with Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman.

Biden said that he believed 
the Saudi leader was re-
sponsible for the US-based 
journalist’s death.

“I raised it at the top of the 

meeting, making it clear 
what I thought of it at the 
time and what I think of it 
now,” Biden said in a speech 
after hours of meetings with 
the Saudi Crown Prince in 
Jeddah.

US relations with China 
have also been strained not 
only with Saudi Arabia. 
China and Saudi Arabia 
have also taken different 
stances to the West regard-
ing the Ukraine war. Both 
have refrained from endors-
ing sanctions on Russia, 
and Riyadh has repeatedly 
maintained that Moscow 
is a key energy-producing 
partner that must be con-
sulted on OPEC+ decisions, 
reported CNN.

Following last month’s 
massive oil cut, some US of-
ficials have accused Saudi 
Arabia of siding with Rus-
sia and aiding President 
Vladimir Putin with his war 
on Ukraine.

Saudi officials have denied 
either weaponizing oil or 
siding with Russia.

fRaud businesswoman

Depositors lose ‘420 
million’ in Pakistan 
ponzi scheme scam

A Karachi-based social me-
dia influencer and business-
woman allegedly robbed 
around Rs 420 million 
from hundreds of Pakistani 
people, primarily women 
through a Ponzi scheme.

According to Dawn, the 
Karachi-based social media 
influencer and business-
woman, Sidra Humaid, ran 
a monthly ballot committee 
system, an old-age method 
of polling money com-
monly known as commit-
tees—without keeping any 
written records of deposi-
tors/contributors ending 
the whole scheme in total 
fraud. Humaid, the owner 
of the ‘Daily Bites’, allegedly 
defrauded hundreds of her 
depositors on her social 
media platform. Taking to 
her social media account, 
Humaid said that she had 
“no means to pay off her 

committees” to around 200 
contributors leaving them 
in utter shock and disbelief.

Since last week, social 
media has been abuzz with 
stories of victims of what 
many described as a Ponzi 
scheme. Many victims 
reached out to each other 
and formed WhatsApp 
groups to take action against 
Humaid, Dawn reported.

However, it appears that 
no one had approached the 
police or the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency to register 
the case against Humaid so 
far in a bid to resolve the is-
sue on their own.

On her part, Ms Humaid, 
whose whereabouts are not 
known, posted on social 
media: “Please guys don’t 
panic. Your money will 
be returned in the coming 
months.”

One of the victims told 
Dawn that Humaid had 
pulled off the ‘scam’ of 
around Rs 150m to Rs 

200m.
Sana Adnan, who lost Rs 

150,000, said most people 
knew Humaid for the past 
seven to 10 years. “I joined 
two of her Committees. I 
was paying her Rs 50,000 
per month in one commit-
tee while in a 20-month 
committee, I was paying Rs 
25,000,” Dawn quoted her 
as saying.

“Under the conventional 
system, each month, one 
member of the committee is 
paid the total amount. But, 
we found out that every 
month some ‘ghost’ mem-
ber or someone in ‘her fam-
ily’ is paid the total amount 
while we, all the members, 
kept paying the monthly 
committee throughout all 
months. It turned out that 
all the money was actu-
ally going to Ms Humaid 
herself,” she added. There 
were other victims who also 
claimed that they had lost a 
huge sum of money. 

death penalty

iRanian govt executed oveR 500 people in 
2022, highest in five yeaRs: RepoRt

Iran has executed more than 
500 people so far in 2022, 
the highest rate in five years.

According to the Norway-
based human rights Iran 
Human Rights report, “The 
number of people executed 
in 2022 has now surpassed 
500, the highest rate in 
five years.” The report re-
leased on Sunday further 
revealed that four men were 
executed in Rajai Shahr 
Prison on December 4. 
They are identified as Hos-
sein Ordukhanzadeh, Sha-
hin Imani Mahmoudabad, 
Milad Ashrafi Atbatan and 
Manouchehr Bejandi. They 
were sentenced to death for 
collaborating with Israeli 
intelligence services and 
kidnapping by the Revolu-
tionary Court.

The report citing Islamic 
Republic’s judiciary said 
that there were seven defen-

dants in the case. The other 
three men were sentenced 
to 5-10 years imprisonment.

Stressing its opposition 
to the cruel and inhumane 
death penalty punishment, 
Iran Human Rights con-
demns its use for all charges 
and considers the execution 
of political prisoners on se-
curity-related charges to be 
in violation of international 
human rights law.

Director of the Iran Hu-
man Rights, Mahmood 
Amiry-Moghaddam said, 
“These individuals were 
sentenced to death without 
due process or a fair trial be-
hind the closed doors of the 
Revolutionary Court, their 
sentences lacked all legal 
validity. These executions 
are intended to create soci-
etal fear and divert public 
attention from the Islamic 

Republic’s intelligence fail-
ures.”

Last year, in Iran, at least 
333 people were executed, 
according to the Iran Hu-
man Rights. The report fur-
ther revealed that 55 execu-
tions, which contribute 16.5 
per cent, were announced by 
official sources.

83.5 per cent of all execu-
tions included in the 2021 
report (278 executions in 
total) were not announced 
by the authorities. At least 
183 executions (55 per cent 
of all executions) were for 
murder charges, according 
to the report.

And 126 executions (38 per 
cent) were for drug-related 
charges, compared to 25 (10 
per cent) in 2020. None of 
the drug-related executions 
was reported by official 
sources.

For the first time in more 
than 15 years, no public ex-
ecutions were reported in 
2021.

Last year, in Iran, at least 333 people were executed, according 
to the Iran Human Rights.

top of the day

foRmeR chinese 
leadeR Jiang 
Zemin cRemated 
in beiJing
BEIJING: Former Chinese 
leader Jiang Zemin, who 
passed away in Novem-
ber, was cremated in 
Beijing on Monday. Before 
escorting Jiang to the 
Babaoshan Revolutionary 
Cemetery for cremation, 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping, Premier Li Keqiang, 
Li Zhanshu, Wang Yang, 
Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang 
Huning, Han Zheng, Cai 
Qi, Ding Xuexiang, Li Xi, 
Wang Qishan, and others 
went to the Chinese PLA 
General Hospital to pay 
their final respects, Xinhua 
News Agency reported. At 
the hall for paying final 
respects to the hospital 
hung a black streamer 
with white characters 
that read “Eternal glory 
to Comrade Jiang Zemin.” 
Under the streamer was 
a large colour portrait of 
Jiang. The body of Jiang, 
covered with the flag of the 
CPC, lay amidst flowers 
and evergreen cypresses. 
On 30 November, Zemin 
passed away due to leu-
kaemia and multiple organ 
failure at the age of 96.

explosion 
RepoRted in 
afghanistan’s 
balkh pRovince
KABUL: An explosion 
occurred in Afghanistan’s 
Balkh province on Tuesday, 
local media reported. The 
blast took place at the 
Seyed Abad intersection in 
the third district of Mazar-
Sharif city, TOLOnews 
reported. The security 
forces have reached the 
place, according to the 
Afghan news agency. 
The story is developing 
and more information is 
awaited in this regard. 
Last week, the UN 
Security Council (UNSC) 
condemned the attack 
on a religious school in 
Afghanistan that resulted 
in the killing of at least 20 
students and wounding 
dozens of others. “The 
members of the Security 
Council condemned in 
the strongest terms the 
heinous terrorist attack 
on innocent students and 
children at the religious 
school in Aybak, in the 
Samangan province, on 
30 November,” the UNSC 
statement said on Thurs-
day. The attack resulted 
in the death of at least 20 
students and children, and 
left a dozen wounded. 

sikh woman shot 
dead outside  
gas station  
in canada
OTTAWA: A 21-year-old 
Sikh woman was shot 
dead in Canada in a shoot-
ing incident outside a gas 
station in Mississauga.
The Peel Regional Police 
identified the victim as 
Pawanpreet Kaur on 
Monday and said that she 
was an employee of the 
gas station, CBC reported. 
The Peel Regional Police 
provide policing services 
for Peel Region in Ontario, 
Canada. It is the second 
largest municipal police 
service in Ontario after the 
Toronto Police Service.
CBC News is Canada’s 
publicly owned news and 
information service.
The police revealed that 
the victim was from 
Brampton and added that 
when officials arrived at 
the shooting site, they saw 
the woman with gunshot 
wounds.

TDG NETWORK
JAKARTA

TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

TDG NETWORK
SINGAPORE

TDG NETWORK
KARACHI

TDG NETWORK
TEHRAN 



worldthe daily guardian review
wedne sday |  07 december 2022

new delhi 11

Coal miners suffer terrorism, violence 
and brutality in Balochistan
Coal miners in Balochistan 
are suffering from the dan-
gers of insurgency, terror-
ism, sectarianism, danger-
ous working environment, 
along with decades of state-
sponsored negligence, dis-
crimination, violence and 
brutality.

Despite being a mineral-
rich province of Pakistan, 
Balochistan is ignored by 
the government and the coal 
miners suffered the most. 
Miners witnessed work-
place accidents as they work 
in the high-risk zone and 
seek attention, International 
Forum for Rights and Se-
curity (IFFRAS) reported. 
The International Forum 
for Rights and Security (IF-
FRAS) is a non-profit, inde-
pendent, and international 
think tank headquartered in 
Toronto, Canada.

The coal miners are sub-
jected to the double-edged 
sword of cruelty and haz-
ardous working condition 

causing severe fatalities.
Recently, on November 12, 

six coal miners were kid-
napped from the Mach coal-
field in Kachhi district (for-
mer name: Bolan District) of 
Balochistan around 80 km 
away from the provincial 
capital city of Quetta.

According to IFFRAS cit-
ing sources, a large number 
of armed men entered the 
Mach coal field area and 
kidnapped six people work-
ing at different coal mines. 
The miners, working at 
mine no. 172. The coal min-
ers belong to Swat Khyber 

Pakhtoonkhwa.
This is not the first inci-

dent. Earlier, on June 13, 
four coal miners were ab-
ducted at gunpoint from the 
Habibullah Coal Company 
including two engineers, in 
Hanna Urak, Quetta.

The sources also said that 
the kidnapers shifted the 
employees to an undisclosed 
location. Militants in the 
past targeted security forces 
and abducted coal miners.

Sorange and Marwar, the 
two areas of the provincial 
capital house rich coal reser-
voirs. It was further added 

that thousands of coalmin-
ers belonging to Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) and 
Punjab are working in the 
province. Later on, the dead 
body of the mining compa-
ny manager, Sher Bahadur 
was discovered on July 28 in 
Harnai.

Last year, in November, 
three coal miners were shot 
dead by unidentified armed 
men in the Zalawan area in 
Harnai, Balochistan. The 
deceased belonged to Kan-
dahar, Afghanistan, a think 
tank reported.

In 2021, in August, in 
a similar incident, three 
coal miners working in the 
Marwar coalfield area were 
gunned down by armed 
people. The victims were 
identified as Hidayat-ur-
Rehman, Gul Hakim and 
Abdul Wakeel, who were 
working for two private coal 
companies: the National 
Coal Company and Dinar 
Coalmines.

Earlier on 2 January 
2021, 11 coal miners were 

kidnapped and brutally 
slaughtered from the Mach 
coalfield area. Armed mili-
tants abducted coal miners 
from their shared residence 
and took them to some 
nearby mountains. The as-
sailants first separated the 
miners, tied their hands 
and feet, and took them out 
into the hills later six of the 
miners were found dead 
and five who were criti-
cally wounded died on the 
way to a hospital. Islamic 
State, also known as Da’ish, 
later claimed responsibility 
for the attack, through its 
Amaq news agency via its 
Telegram communications 
channel, reported think 
tank.

All the victims belong 
to the Hazara community 
which has been frequently 
targeted by extremists from 
Pakistan’s Sunni Muslim 
majority. As expected, the 
incident outraged Hazaras 
who took to the streets in 
protest alongwith the vic-
tims’ families.

IN PAKISTAN

APOLOGY SOUGHT

MASSIVE PROTESTS ERUPT IN MUZAFFARABAD 
AS SHEHBAZ SHARIF ‘INSULTS’ POK PM

Scores of people took to 
the streets of Muzaffar-
abad city in Pakistan-

occupied Kashmir (POK), 
chanting slogans against the 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif for insulting 
their Prime Minister Sardar 
Tanveer Ilyas.

The demonstrators de-
manded an apology from 
Shehbaz Sharif for his be-
havior against their Prime 
Minister while torching 
tires and blocking road-
ways. Earlier, in what could 
be referred to as an unprec-
edented incident and a bla-
tant violation of government 
protocols, Pakistani Prime 

Minister Shehbaz Sharif was 
caught on camera insulting 
PoK PM Tanveer Ilyas when 
he tried to correct him dur-
ing his speech.

Shehbaz Sharif was in PoK 
to inaugurate the operation-
alisation of two more phases 
of the Mangla Dam on the 
Jhelum river in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir. One of the 

protestors said, “What Paki-
stan’s Prime Minister Shez-
baz Sharif did to our Prime 
Minister is unacceptable. We 
have made immense contri-
butions to the development 
of Pakistan. Our Prime 
Minister was prevented 
from speaking at the event. 
We shall punish the people 
of Kashmir in this manner 

because we partitioned our 
own country to build Paki-
stan.”

“Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shezbaz Sharif owes an apol-
ogy to our Prime Minister 
and the people of Kashmir. If 
this is not done, we will block 
the region and protest on the 
roads,” the protestor added.

People in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) have 
already staged a number of 
protests earlier as well, in 
support of their rights, but 
the authorities have ignored 
each and every one of them.

According to PoK Activist 
based in the United King-
dom, Dr Amjad Ayub Mirza, 
thousands of villages were 
drowned to make room for 

the Mangla dam.
“The Mangla dam victims, 

the families who were dis-
placed, the Mangla dam af-
fected, and their sacrifices 
were all forgotten by Paki-
stan’s Prime Minister,” he 
said.

“When the Prime Minister 
of the occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir raised this ques-
tion of why the Pakistani PM 
Shehbaz Sharif has failed to 
address Kashmir and thank 
Kashmir and the people of 
Kashmir who have given 
their most fertile land of this 
region  instead of talking to 
him or replying to his query 
instructed his guards to be 
rude to the Prime Minister 
of PoK. 
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The demonstrators demanded an apology from Shehbaz Sharif.

Kishi Nobuo, Special Adviser to Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida on National Security Policy and Nuclear Disarmament, 
met the delegation of Berlin-based pro-Uyghur group World 
Uyghur Congress.

Balochistan is ignored by the government and the coal miners 
suffered the most.

The world community ex-
pressed concern over the 
raging domestic turmoil in 
Pakistan and renewed spurt 
in violence.

According to the Interna-
tional Forum for Rights and 
Security (IFFRAS), the do-
mestic turmoil in Pakistan 
has shown no sign of ending 
and has diverted the govern-
ment’s already-wavering 
focus on terrorism. The In-
ternational Forum for Rights 
and Security (IFFRAS) is a 
non-profit, independent, 
and international think tank 
headquartered in Toronto, 
Canada. Earlier, the United 
Nations has expressed con-
cern at prospects of a rise in 

terrorism, while the United 
States has promised ‘soli-
darity’ and help, even as the 
Pakistan-Afghan region’s 
tribal areas tremble at the 
offensive by the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) with 
violence, aided by the spread 
of the Islamic State (Da’esh).

This came after the TTP 
cancelled its cease-fire pact 
with the Pakistan govern-
ment on November 28. Ac-
cording to the TTP state-
ment, they called off the 
ceasefire agreed with the 
government in June, reported 
Dawn. TTP, a separate entity 
from the Taliban in Afghani-
stan but sharing a similar 
Islamist ideology, has been 
responsible for hundreds 
of attacks and deaths since 
emerging in 2007. On De-

cember 1, Pakistan’s Interi-
or Minister Rana Sanaullah 
said that while the rise in ter-
ror incidents was alarming, 
it would not get “out of con-
trol,” a think tank reported.

Incidentally, PTI Senior 
Vice President Fawad 
Chaudhary on Thursday 
lashed out at the coalition 
government of Shehbaz 
Sharif and claimed that 
there has been a 52 per cent 
rise in terror attacks since the 
regime changed. Expressing 
grief over the loss of precious 
lives in November’s suicide 
attack near Quetta, he said 
the operation regime change 
had been carried out to top-
ple “a well-performing PTI 
government” and replace 
it with an “imported inept 
government”.

Demonstrations have been 
taking place across the world 
over the large-scale repres-
sion of the Uyghur Muslim 
population living in Xinji-
ang by the Chinese govern-
ment amounting to “crimes 
against humanity.”

Recently, on December 3, a 
few activists gathered in To-
kyo to show support for and 
silently highlight the suffer-
ing of the Uyghur people of 
Xinjiang in China. The activ-
ists also paid homage to more 
than two dozen Uyghurs, 
who were killed in an apart-
ment block fire in Xinjiang’s 
capital Urumqi, according to 
several media reports. Uy-
ghurs were unable to escape 
the fire in their apartment be-
cause Covid restrictions did 
not permit any movement 
outside their homes, the 
leader of the Japan Uyghur 
Union explained.

The protestors pointed out 
to passersby how China’s 
zero Covid and anti-ethnic 

policies - both exceptionally 
strict and oppressive - had 
combined to even further 
terrorise the Uighur minority 
in the northwestern region of 
China, local media reported.

The group will hold more 
such protests in the days 
ahead, beginning on 9 De-
cember, the eve of Interna-
tional Human Rights Day.

On November 24 Urumqi 
fire was reportedly caused 
by an electrical outlet on the 
15th floor. The smoke and 
flames spread to several 
floors causing burn and suf-
focation casualties. Reports 
indicated around forty dead 
or injured. Although fire 
services were rushed to the 
scene, they were restricted 
by fences and obstructions 
placed near the building as 
part of Chinese ‘Zero-Covid’ 
blockade policies.

Instead of clearing the ob-
structions, the firefighters 
sprayed from a distance, 
being partially effective and 
allowing the fire to burn for 
more than three hours before 
it was extinguished. The de-

lay and the slack response 
of the authorities have led 
to protests in Urumqi, Korla 
and Bayingolin Mongol Au-
tonomous Prefecture.

There was also news of 
angry protests in Beijing, 
Shanghai and by students in 
Nanjiang and other Chinese 
cities, suggesting a deepen-
ing resentment amongst even 
the Han Chinese against the 
obdurate Covid-19 restric-
tions imposed by the Chinese 
Communist Party regime led 
by President Xi Jinping.

One of the biggest revo-
lutions to take place in the 
Communist nation since the 
Tiananmen Square pro-de-
mocracy movement in 1989 
is the one that is currently 
taking place. Additionally, 
it’s likely that the response 
meant to scatter the per-
sistent demonstrators will 
make things worse. The fire 
prompted angry protests in 
Xinjiang that spread to other 
cities in China over the fol-
lowing days, with many peo-
ple expressing condolences 
for the victims.

Kishi Nobuo, Special Adviser 
to Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida on National 
Security Policy and Nuclear 
Disarmament, met the del-
egation of Berlin-based pro-
Uyghur group World Uyghur 
Congress on Monday.

Nobuo is a former Defense 
Minister of Japan and the 
brother of former Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe, who 
was assassinated earlier this 
year. “It is a great honor for 
me to meet @KishiNobuo, 
Special Adviser to Japanese 
Prime Minister Mr.Kishida 
on National Security Policy 
and Nuclear Disarmament. 
He was the Minister of De-
fense. He is the brother of 
former PM Shinzo Abe. We 
conveyed our condolences to 
him for Abe,” World Uyghur 
Congress President Dolkun 
Isa tweeted. Dolkun Isa also 
met Japan’s Minister of Econ-
omy and Security and talked 
about China and Uyghur 
issues. “It is a great honor 
for me to meet Ms. Sanae 
Takaichi, Japan’s Minister of 
Security and Economy, in her 
Parliamentary office, accom-
panied by @arimoto_kaori 
& @realuyghurj. We talked 
about China and Uyghur is-
sues and Japan’s obligations 
at the international and do-

mestics level,” Dolkun Isa 
said in another tweet.

This is for the first time that 
an incumbent Japanese cabi-
net minister has met World 
Uyghur Congress President, 
according to a Japanese 
journalist. “Sanae Takaichi, 
Minister of Economy and 
Security, met with Dolkun 
Isa, President of the World 
Uyghur Congress. It is the 
first time that an incumbent 
Japanese cabinet minister has 
met Mr. Dolkun. 

We had a very specific 
and constructive exchange 
of views for about 30 min-
utes,” Japanese journalist 
Kaori Arimoto tweeted.

The World Uyghur Con-
gress (WUC) is an interna-
tional organization that rep-
resents the collective interest 
of the Uyghur people both in 

East Turkistan and abroad.
The WUC was established 

in 2004 in Munich, Germa-
ny after the East Turkistan 
National Congress and the 
World Uyghur Youth Con-
gress merged into one united 
organisation. The main objec-
tive of WUC is to promote the 
right of the Uyghur people to 
use peaceful, nonviolent, and 
democratic means to deter-
mine the political future of 
East Turkistan. The WUC 
engages in a wide range of 
awareness-raising and ad-
vocacy campaigns about 
the human rights situation 
for Uyghurs in the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC), con-
centrating on United States 
Congress in Washington, EU 
member states, and EU and 
UN human rights mecha-
nisms.

Nepal’s national flag carrier, 
the Nepal Airlines Corpora-
tion (NAC) has started the 
process of selling off five 
Chinese aircraft grounded 
at the country’s airport for 
three years.

Three 17-seater Y12e and 
two 56-seater MA60 air-
craft that were imported in 
the hope of serving remote 
and underserved areas have 
been rusting away in the 
parking lot of Tribhuwan 
International Airport. An-
other vehicle that crashed 
in Nepalgunj was found to 
be unflyable. In order to sell 
off the aircraft, the national 
flag carrier has called for 
bids for the valuation of the 
aircraft.

“The price of these aircraft 
will be decided after a com-
plete valuation. After this, 
the process of selling these 
aircraft will be started by 
inviting a global tender. We 
initially planned to rent it 
out. Since no one showed 
interest, we have decided 
to sell these grounded air-
craft,” a NAC spokesperson 
Archana Khadka told ANI.

The aircraft have been 
grounded since July 30, 
2020. Earlier in November, 
the NAC had signed a com-

mercial agreement with the 
Aviation Industry Corpo-
ration of China (AVIC), a 
Chinese Government un-
dertaking to procure the 
aircrafts.

China at the time had pro-
vided the grant and conces-
sional loan assistance of 
408 million Chinese Yuan, 
equivalent to NRs. 6.67 Bil-
lion.

Out of the total aid money, 
a grant worth 180 million 
yuan (NRs2.94 billion) went 
to pay for one MA60 and 
one Y12e aircraft. The other 
aircraft were bought for 228 
million yuan (NRs3.72 bil-
lion) with a soft loan provid-
ed by China’s EXIM Bank.

Soon after their arrival, 
the NAC board then real-
ized that the aircraft need 
more cost to operate than to 
purchase and bring it to Ne-
pal. In July 2020, the NAC 
board decided to stop the 
operation of aircrafts, and 
since has been kept in the 
Tribhuwan International 
Airport. Before deciding to 
put the aircrafts up for sale, 
the NAC also handed the 
aircrafts to the government 
which was ignored. Later, 
the national flag carrier also 
attempted to rent it, how-
ever, it failed as well.

Though the planes are 
out of service due to high-

cost operationalization and 
unfit to fly, the Ministry of 
Finance has started pay-
ing back the interest on the 
loans for the planes.

Annual interest of 1.5 per 
cent and service charge and 
management expenses of 
0.4 per cent of the overall 
loan amount needs to be 
paid. Two installments have 
already been paid which 
include the interest on the 
loans that were provided by 
EXIM Bank.

As per the November 2012 
agreement, China had given 
a seven-year grace period 
under which Nepal Airlines 
would not have to pay in-
terest and installment pay-
ments. The payback period 
of the loan is 20 years or by 
March 21, 2034. The planes 
have completed the seven-
year grace period privilege.

The first quarterly install-
ment of 10.9 million yuan 
(NRs205.67 million) was 
sent in September 2021 
while the second install-
ment was sent in March. 
The accumulated losses 
on the five Chinese planes 
have already crossed NRs2 
billion. Before the planes 
were grounded, the total 
accumulated losses of these 
planes were NRs1.9 billion, 
nearly half of the cost of the 
planes.

Attacks on police in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s Mardan 
rang have intensified in Paki-
stan, The News International 
reported.

Three police officers lost 
their lives in the most recent 
incident, which targeted a 
police patrol car in the town 
of Akora Khattak. Prior to 
then, police officers had re-
cently been the target of tar-
geted killings in Charsadda 
and Mardan. According 
to the News International, 
police officers’ attacks had 
already been under attack 
in Lakki Marwat, South and 
North Waziristan, and a few 
other southern KP towns. In 
recent months, numerous 
attacks were also carried out 
in Peshawar and the nearby 
Khyber district.

According to a source, 
between August 15 and No-
vember 25 in the KP, terror-
related incidents resulted in 
the deaths of 26 police offi-
cers, 12 members of other law 
enforcement organizations, 
and 17 civilians. During that 
time, 118 terrorist incidents 
were documented.

In addition, the attacks in-

jured 37 members of law en-
forcement organizations, 18 
policemen, and 10 civilians. 
According to a source, 102 
terror acts were carried out 
in KP during the same time 
period in 2021, resulting in 
the deaths of 23 members of 
other LEAs, four civilians, 
and four policemen in each 
incident, the News Interna-
tional reported.

Recently, Pakistan’s former 
Prime Minister and Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan said 
that the assemblies of Punjab 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
provinces won’t be dissolved 
if the election will take place 
by March.

While giving an interview 
with a Pakistani private 
channel, Imran Khan said, 
“If they are ready for elec-
tions by the end of March, 
then we won’t dissolve the 
assemblies. Otherwise, we 
want to conduct polls by 
dissolving the KP and Pun-
jab assemblies,” Geo news 
reported. PTI Chairman 
further said that his party 
won’t agree to a date after 
March and the assemblies 
will dissolve in this [Decem-
ber] month if the government 
disagrees.

AMID DOMESTIC TURMOIL

CHINA’S CRIMES

EXCHANGE OF VIEWSTARGETED KILLINGSIMPORTED PLANES

World community concerned 
over Pakistan’s terror spurt

ACTIVISTS PROTEST IN TOKYO TO 
HIGHLIGHT UYGHURS’ SUFFERINGS

Japanese PM’s special aide 
meets Uyghur delegation

Police in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s 
Mardan range under 
attack by ‘terrorists’
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Students pay floral 
tribute to the  

bust of  
Dr B.R. Ambedkar 

on his death 
anniversary, which 

is observed as 
Mahaparinirwan 

Diwas, in Agartala 
on Tuesday.

FLORAL TRIBUTE 

#BRAMBEDKAR

NETIZENS PAY TRIBUTE TO  
B.R. AMBEDKAR ON HIS 66TH  
DEATH ANNIVERSARY
On the occasion of B.R Ambedkar’s 66th death anni-
versary on Tuesday, netizens, including Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi paid tribute to the tall leader. 

“On Mahaparinirvan Diwas, I pay homage to Dr. Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar and recall his exemplary service to 
our nation. His struggles gave hope to millions and his 
efforts to give India such an extensive Constitution can 
never be forgotten,” PM Modi said in a tweet.

J. P. Nadda tweeted “I bow to Bhimrao Ambedkar on 
his death anniversary. The national unity and social 
harmony shaped by your contribution to the making 
of the Indian Constitution are still flowing in the entire 
society. Your dedicated life for the poor and downtrod-
den is always our inspiration”. 

Pushkar Singh Dhami paid tribute to him in Dehradun 
and said, “Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar’s struggle for social 
justice, who dedicated his life to the upliftment of the 
deprived and exploited, the architect of the Indian Con-
stitution, is a source of inspiration for all of us.” 

The day, also called the ‘Mahaparinirvan Diwas’, com-
memorates Ambedkar’s contribution to Indian society. 
Born on 14 April 1891, Babasaheb Ambedkar was an 
Indian jurist, economist, politician and social reformer 
who campaigned against social discrimination towards 
the untouchables (Dalits) and supported women’s 
rights and workers. He died on 6 December 1956.

“To see the 
world as one 
family is the 
beginning of 
a lot of good 
things.”

— H.D. DEVE GOWDA

BRAIN-PICKING

Former Prime Minister and Janta Dal (Secular) president who 
participated in the G20 summit.

RESEARCH

AI MAY PREDICT 
DISEASES IN HUMANS 
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON                                      

Every human being has a ge-
nome, which is complex. It 
is equivalent to three billion 
letters of code, with multiple 
variations within each per-
son. It is perhaps not human-
ly possible to sit and analyse 
all that code.

However, according to research published in the journal 
“Nature Machine Intelligence,”  artificial intelligence has the 
ability to spot things that humans may miss through billions 
of codes. Someday, AI-powered genome readers may even be 
able to predict the incidence of diseases ranging from cancer 
to the common cold. Unfortunately, AI›s recent popularity 
surge has led to a bottleneck in innovation.

"It's like the Wild West right now. Everyone›s just doing 
whatever the hell they want," says Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory (CSHL) Assistant Professor Peter Koo. Just like 
Frankenstein›s monster was a mix of different parts, AI re-
searchers are constantly building new algorithms from vari-
ous sources. And it›s difficult to judge whether their creations 
will be good or bad. After all, how can scientists judge 'good' 
and 'bad' when dealing with computations that are beyond 
human capabilities?

That›s where GOPHER, the Koo Lab's newest invention, 
comes in. GOPHER is a new method that helps researchers 
identify the most efficient AI programs to analyse the genome. 

TDG NETWORK
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UNPRECEDENTED 

Unlike usual ATMs 
that dispense mon-
ey, the Goldsikka 

ATM dispenses gold coins. 
In what is India’s first gold 
ATM, people can insert 
their debit or credit cards 
into the Goldsikka and buy 
gold coins. The ATM has 
the capacity to store 5 kg 
gold. There are 8 available 
options for the quantity of 
gold, starting from 0.5 grams 
to 100 grams.

The first gold ATM with 
technology support has been 
launched by GoldSikka, a 
Hyderabad-based startup 
company, on 3 December, 
making it India’s and the 
world’s first real-time Gold 
ATM. Vice President of 
Goldsikka Pratap said that 
the important feature of the 
ATM is that the gold prices 
are updated live.

“Each ATM has a capacity 
of holding up to 5 kg of gold, 
which is worth around Rs. 
2–3 crores. The ATM ma-
chine dispenses coins rang-
ing from 0.5 grams to 100 
grams. There are 8 available 
options, including 0.5 grams, 
1 gram, 2 grams, 5 grams, 10 
grams, 20 grams, 50 grams 
and 100 grams. People can 
come here and get the coins 
directly instead of going to 
jewellery shops. These coins 

are 24-karat gold and 999 
certified. The customers will 
get their investment returns 
at a live price without any 
wastage. The important fea-
ture of the ATM is that prices 
are updated live. We take the 
London bullion market as 
our market year. The prices 
are updated and displayed on 
the screen, as are the taxes. 
Today, we had a footfall of 
around 20 people until the 
afternoon. We are hoping 
that more people will use 
this,” he said.

He added, “We are plan-
ning the next 3–4 machines 
in Hyderabad at the airport, 
the old city, Ameerpet, and 
Kukatpally. We also received 
orders from Karimnagar and 
Warangal. We are focusing 

on Telangana first, as there 
is already the concept of Ban-
garu Telangana. We will fur-
ther move to South India and 
set up around 3,000 ATMs 
across the country over a pe-
riod of time. We are also plan-
ning to go global. We will also 
come up with version 2 of this 
machine.” On the safety fea-
tures of the ATM, he said that 
it has a built-in camera and 
a sound alarm system. “We 
have already taken care of the 
required security measures, 
as have other ATMs. The 
ATM has a built-in camera 
and sound alarm system, 
which will trigger if some-
one tries to tamper with it. 
We have three external CCTV 
cameras, and we are also get-
ting tied up with local police 

stations,” he added. On what 
happens if the gold is not dis-
pensed once the amount is 
debited, he said, “It happens 
with any kind of transaction. 
Generally, one will get the 
money back within 24 hours 
if the transaction fails. We 
also have dedicated customer 
support for any queries.”

Hafsa Taruj, one of the di-
rectors of Goldsikka, said, 
“Goldsikka Gold ATM is 
very feasible and convenient 
for the common man, as they 
do not need to go to jewellery 
showrooms hesitantly for 
minute quantities of gold. 
The coins in our ATM range 
from 0.5gm to 100gm. We 
are also planning to install 
these types of ATMs at air-
ports.”

HYDERABAD GETS INDIA’S 
FIRST REAL-TIME GOLD ATM

Goldsikka ATM machine in Hyderabad,

Know a master craftsman engraving 
emotions into walnut wood

ART 

Art speaks where words are unable 
to explain, and Jalaluddin Sheikh, a 
65-year-old man from the Srinagar 
district, has been expressing his 
imagination through wood art for the 
past 46 years from the small factory 
in his house. He painstakingly and 
patiently carves such delicate and in-
tricate masterpieces that the viewer 
is left looking. Jalaluddin decorated 
the main mosque of Kashmir, as well 
as other major mosques, monaster-
ies, and shrines in the valley, with his 
mesmerising calligraphic works. His 
exquisitely crafted works of art are 
well-liked not only in the country but 
also abroad. To create a wooden mas-
terpiece, Jalaluddin first searches for 
the wood that can fit with the art, then 
cuts it to the required measurements. 
He also carries out the process of con-
firming the wood himself.

Digging on the canvas, then rubbing 
and burning the wood and rubbing 
again, and as the colour dissipates, he 
creates such carvings that the visitors 
get attracted to his work.

The special thing about Jalaluddin 
is that he does calligraphy in Arabic, 
and Urdu as well as Hindi, English, 
Sanskrit, and Punjabi. A 64-year-old 
man from Kashmir Valley has proved 
that age is nothing but a number. His 
handiwork has been gifted to several 

dignitaries, including former Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh and the 
British Ambassador. He also has the 
honour of introducing Islamic callig-
raphy on wood.

Jalaluddin says that 40 tools are 
used to carve a piece of art, includ-
ing many that are not available on 
the market. Again, the tools have to 
be made according to the pattern and 
writing. Jalaluddin Shaikh, however, 
has so far engraved several Quranic 
verses on wood. But the carving of 

Surah Al-Nashrah, the last paragraph 
of the Holy Quran, is considered one 
of his great works of art.

In the year 2007, Jalaluddin also got 
the opportunity to work in Dubai, 
where he demonstrated his artis-
tic skills for about 10 years. Sheikh 
Jalaluddin has been fond of wood 
carving since childhood. In the early 
1970s, he became involved in this 
work after taking the frog test. After 
acquiring skills, he has also worked in 
a few woodcarving factories.

Jalaluddin Sheikh working on a walnut plank, in Srinagar on Tuesday.
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COMPANION 

A *WOOF* ENTRY OF 
THE GROOM IS WINNING 
THE INTERNET          

Even on his wedding day, this man did not forget his ‘best 
friend’. Darshan Nandu Pol, recently took to Instagram to 
share a video from his wedding, which won hearts across 
the internet.

The video shows Pol seated on a bike, all dressed in his 
wedding attire. Along with him is his pet dog, who is also 
dressed in a deep red colour for the wedding. They both 
enter the venue to a round of hoots and laughs. Meanwhile, 
a number of wedding guests also watch from behind in 
awe and glee. “Like A Boss,” the caption of Pol’s post read.

The video melted people’s hearts across the internet, with 
lots of love coming in for both Pol and his pet pooch.

“Har dogs ko aisi family mile (May every dog get such 
a family),” one user wrote. “This is how u do it,” another 
user wrote. Yet another user wrote, “God bless the entire 
family!”mThe video has since gone viral, with Pol’s Insta-
gram post amassing over 2,66,000 likes. 

Darshan Nandu Pol making an entry with his pet dog. 
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FIVE BEST PLACES FOR DIGITAL 
NOMADS IN INDIA
The pandemic turned out to be a blessing in disguise 
for many working professionals across the world. 
With the imposition of ‘work from home’ rule in most 
companies, employees were no longer bound to work 
from a specific location. This has now led to the con-
ceptualisation of terms like ‘work from mountains’, 
‘work from beach,” and so on. More so, the people 
who choose to work from these places have been 
called ‘digital nomads’. Here are the five best places in 
India that are no less than heaven for digital nomads.

DHARAMKOT
Nestled in the upper reaches of Mcleodganj in 
Dharamshala, Dharamkot is an ideal place for 
digital nomads. It offers not just stunning views 

and peaceful silence in the lap of nature, but also some 
amazing cafes to explore with unlimited wifi. With all 
these services at avail, who would be able to say no to 
working from Dharamkot?

GOA
Goa has been a popular destination for hon-
eymooners and party heads, but have you 
ever explored the quieter side of Goa? Be it 

in North Goa or South Goa, you will be able to find a café 
that matches your vibe, offers good food, an amazing 
sea view, and the quietness you need to let your mind 
slip in and out of work with ease.

RISHIKESH
If the beaches or mountains are not your vibe, 
head to Rishikesh. Just a few hours’ drive 
from the national capital, Rishikesh offers 

the perfect amalgamation of culture and tourism. Find 
a café by the Ganga and work with no disturbances. 
Once you are done working, you can witness the mag-
nificent aarti in the evening, explore local street food, or 
try adventure sports like river rafting.

PONDICHERRY
Pondicherry, also known as the French 
capital of India, is another place that will 
give you an unforgettable experience. With 

its age old architecture, colourful streets, pleasant 
weather, and beautiful beaches, Pondicherry emerged 
as one of the people’s favourites during the pandemic, 
and rightfully so.

KASOL
Kasol is another ‘workation’ option for those 
who find solace in the mountains. With close 
connectivity to Manali, Chandigarh, and oth-

ers, Kasol offers amazing views, good food, and plenty 
of cheap stays for those gypsy souls.

— PRIYANKA SHARMA

Dharmkot



water scarcity

Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, has been at the helm of various initiatives 
taken by the government for water treatment and supply.According to the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) Service Level Benchmarks, 20% of sewage in urban areas must be recycled or reused.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Due to fast-paced urbanisation in Indian cities and towns, the need for drinking water is also 
increasing and takes precedence over competing rural water demands, such as irrigation.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Source:Wikimedia Commons

Various government initiatives have been undertaken to ensure water supply in far-off regions of India.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

IndIa needS to Improve ItS 
WaSteWater treatment 
CapaCIty faSt

what does the whitepaper 
highlight? 
In September earlier this year, India and denmark launched a whitepaper titled, “Urban 
Wastewater Scenario in India.” the paper was presented at the World Water Congress and 
exhibition 2022 in Copenhagen and was developed by an interdisciplinary team, including 
partner agencies such as the atal Innovation mission (aIm), nItI aayog, ministry of Jal 
Shakti, and national mission for Clean Ganga (nmCG), as well as Innovation Centre denmark 
(ICdK) and Indian Institute of technology Bombay (IIt-B). the paper highlighted a combina-
tion of factors, including the current status and future capacity of wastewater generation in 
India, and the need to focus on wastewater treatment in the future in various capacities, such 
as the development of existing technology and infrastructure. 

one of the most important factors highlighted in the whitepaper is the increasing demand 
for water in India. due to the increase in demands across sectors such as agriculture, electric-
ity, industries and domestic usage, by 2050, around 1,447 cubic kilometres of water would be 
required. as per the forecasts, by 2050, 74 per cent of the water would be used for agriculture, 
while 7 per cent would be used for drinking water, 4 per cent will be used in industries, and 
9 per cent will be used for energy generation. the paper highlights that due to rapid urbani-
sation across the country, there is added pressure on freshwater resources to meet growing 
demands. It is important to focus on developing alternative water sources in such a scenario 
and properly treated wastewater has enormous potential to help bridge the gap between the 
supply and demand of water in the country. the whitepaper also highlights the absence of 
any specific policy at both central and state levels that deals with preventing pollution and 
suggests the treatment of polluted water while offering solutions for the ecological restoration 
of polluted water bodies.

In 2023, India is set to overtake China as the most populous country in 
the world. one of the major challenges of rapid population growth and 
urbanisation is the pressure this puts on scarce resources such as water. 

India is one of the most water-stressed countries in the world, with 60 crore 
Indians living under extreme water stress as of 2018. By 2030, water de-

mand is likely to be twice as much as the water supply, and is likely to cause 
severe water scarcity. a recent whitepaper published by India and denmark 
highlighted the status of wastewater treatment in India, as well as the need 
to focus on properly treated wastewater as an alternative source of water to 
deal with India’s growing demand. Currently, untreated sewage waste is the 
major cause of surface and groundwater pollution in India because around 
72 per cent of all urban sewage is disposed of into water bodies without any 
treatment. the poor infrastructure capacity of wastewater treatment in the 
country has a two-fold impact on the water scarcity of the country—it pol-
lutes the available groundwater and surface water available for usage and 
prevents people from having access to treated wastewater, which can be a 
great alternative water resource. 

Shreya MaSkara
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The Union cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on 2 November 2022 approved a 
Memorandum of Understanding between India and Denmark on cooperation in the field of Water 
Resources, Development and Management.

Some Indian cities and towns are witnessing an acute drinking water crisis due to fast-paced 
urbanisation across the country.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

According to a 2019 research report, most of the sewage treatment plants established under 
the Ganga Action Plan and Yamuna Action Plan are not working.

Under The Model Bill for Regulation of Groundwater Development 2016 , many state governments established the Ground Water Development Act, which regulates 
groundwater in both urban and rural regions.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Source: Wikimedia Commons 

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Contributing reports by Yuvraaj Singh Rahal, Aditi Agrawal, and Kajol 
Sharma, Researchers at Polstrat

Despite the disparity in wastewater generation and management across the 
country, there is no current policy at the central level that addresses waste-
water management. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 
1974 contains laws that report wastewater as a source of pollution. This 
also led to the establishment of both the Central and State Pollution Con-
trol Boards, which deal with preventing and managing all sources of water 
pollution, including wastewater. Legal restrictions on polluting water that 
enters various streams, wells, land or sewage systems were established by 
the CPCB. Additionally,  The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Cess Act, 1977, which only came into force in 1992, also set taxes on indus-
trial water consumption. However, the cost of violating these provisions is 
significantly lower than the cost of compliance, leading to most industries 
violating these norms. 

As per the suggestions in the NITI Aayog whitepaper, there is a need for 
coordination between agencies at the local, state, and national levels to utilise 
decentralised wastewater treatment systems to make wastewater recycling 
more accessible. The paper suggests certain innovative and cost-effective 
solutions to deal with wastewater management such as floating treatment 
wetlands, green roofs and living walls, waste stabilisation ponds and ver-
mifiltration, amongst others. It also advocates for treating wastewater near 
where it occurs, so as to reduce the risks associated with transporting un-

treated wastewater. 
In India, Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) bear the responsibility of wastewater 

treatment through the provision and maintenance of wastewater treatment 
facilities. However, as highlighted earlier and by various audits conducted 
by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG), these bodies lack 
the resources, including the financial power and monitoring and execution 
abilities to conduct such a massive exercise, especially in light of the rapid 
increase in wastewater generation. The paper suggests incorporating public-
private partnerships, public awareness, training, and improved institutional 
and international collaboration along with setting up a national-level coordi-
nation agency to improve efforts in managing wastewater treatment across 
the country. 

How can wastewater management be improved in india?

wHat is tHe current status of 
wastewater treatment in india? 
Typically, if raw sewage was dumped into a water body, it would be able to clean itself 
through a natural process of steam cleaning and self-purification. However, due to the rapid 
rise in both population and urbanisation, the rate of sewage discharge has far exceeded the 
rate of natural purification. Untreated wastewater contains elements which can be toxic 
for all living organisms as well as the ecosystem, and cause gradual deterioration of the 
water quality in an area. As per a report generated by the Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB), the sewage generated in urban centres of the country was 72,368 million litres per 
day (MLD) for 2020-21. For the same time period, the overall installed capacity for sewage 
treatment across these centres was 31,841 MLD, which is less than half (43.9 per cent) of 
the sewage generated. It is also important to note that out of this installed capacity, only 84 
per cent is operational and an even lower percentage is utilised. The actual utilisation of the 
operational capacity of sewage treatment for the year stands at around 20,235 MLD, which 
means that only 28 per cent of the total sewage generated in urban centres was actually 
treated, and the remaining 72 per cent of untreated sewage is directly disposed of into water 
bodies. Even if the under-utilised proposed capacity of wastewater treatment (4,827 MLD) 
is installed, the gap of 49 per cent between wastewater generated and the capacity available 
for treatment would still remain. 

The report by the CPCB also highlighted that Maharashtra generated the highest quantity 
of sewage across the states (9,107 MLD) followed by Uttar Pradesh (8,263 MLD). Maharash-
tra and Uttar Pradesh along with Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Gujarat accounted for more 
than 47 per cent of the total sewage generated every day across the country. According to 
a research report published in 2019 by the Centre for Policy Research, most of the sewage 
treatment plants established in India under the Ganga Action Plan and Yamuna Action Plan 
were no longer working. The gap between generated sewage and the availability of sewage 
treatment facilities is even higher in cities and areas with lower populations as the cost of set-
ting up treatment facilities such as Super Thermal Power stations (STPs) is too high. Issues 
such as high capital costs associated with adopting wastewater management technologies 
and limited budgets of state bodies hinder the ability to adopt the latest technology to treat 
wastewater. Another major challenge is encouraging people to use recycled water for daily 
use purposes. Although recycled water is perfectly safe to use, it is culturally stigmatised 
as being unclean, which is why many are hesitant to use it.
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IN WARM-UP GAME

WITH THREE CONTENDERS

South Africa hoping 
to test all resources 
for Australia series

ICC announces Women’s Player of 
the Month nominees for November

With South Africa men set 
for a crucial three-Test series 
against Australia next week, 
Dean Elgar’s squad is hoping 
to make the most of the four-
day warm-up fixture and give 
a chance to every bowler and 
batter in the game starting on 
Friday.

South Africa will go into 
the series currently ranked 
second on the ICC World Test 
Championship table and they 
will be hoping for some good 
results to maintain their hopes 
of reaching the Test final in 
London next June. It will be 
the first time the Proteas play 
red-ball cricket since their 2-1 
series defeat during a tour of 
England earlier this year.

Considering these factors, 
and also taking into account 
that the Proteas are playing 
under a new coach and with 
some new players, the series is 
quite important for them.

Interim head coach Mali-
bongwe Maketa says the Pro-
teas have been acclimatising 
well to conditions in Brisbane, 
where they will play the first 
tour match, following their 
arrival in the Australian city 
over the weekend.

South Africa will play three 
Test matches against the hosts 
starting on December 17, with 
the tour kicking off with a 
four-day warm-up fixture 
versus a Cricket Australia XI 

starting on Friday.
“It won’t be a first-class game 

so it will work in our favour 
that we can hopefully give 
all our batters a chance to bat 
and our bowlers we can moni-
tor them because we’ve gone 
hard for the first three days 
that we’ve been here,” Maketa 
told the media on Tuesday.

“It is important for us. Luck-
ily some of our guys are com-
ing off some big performances 
back home but getting here 
and being exposed to the 
wickets means this game is 
very crucial for each and ev-
ery one of us from that point 
of view,” he was quoted as 
saying in a release by Cricket 
South Africa.

Maketa also spoke about 
how he and captain Elgar 
have been working together 
since his appointment to the 
role on a short-term contract 
for the tour.

“It is quite exciting to get 
the opportunity to work with 
Dean,” he explained. “I have 
worked with him, obviously 
not in the same capacity, and 
our relationship is strong. 
And it’s really based on hard 
work so we’re quite similar in 
a sense in terms of what we’re 
looking for in terms of the 
team and the performance 
itself.

“Like I said when I joined 
the team, I’m here to support 
Dean in every way. So it has 
been a nice start to our jour-
ney so far,” the coach said.

Maketa is also widely seen 
as a calm-natured coach and 
he was asked about this ap-
proach to the way he coaches.

“I’d like to think that (I am 
that type of a coach),” was 
his response to the question. 
“For me, the most important 
thing is knowing that the only 
way I can impact the game is 
through preparation.

“I know the guys are not 
liking me in the sense that 
I’ve put them through some 
really tough sessions. Once 
the game starts, I hand over 
and the biggest thing then is 
how we support the players 
as a coaching staff and consis-
tently asking ourselves ques-
tions on how we can turn the 
game around or how can we 
stay ahead in the game, giving 
that information to the players 
and Dean and making sure we 
support them.” South Africa 
are playing in a country where 
they have a strong history of 
challenging the hosts in the 
five-day game and Maketa 
says he expects things to be 
no different this time.

“History tells us there is 
drama when these two teams 
meet,” he adds. “But for us 
mentally it’s all about cricket 
and what is required for us 
to come here and win. That’s 
been the driving force for us, 
whatever comes up we’ve 
got enough personnel and 
support for the team to make 
sure we deal with whatever 
we might encounter.”

The ICC Women’s Player of 
the Month nominees were 
announced by the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) 
on Tuesday, celebrating out-
standing performances in 
November 2022.

Gaby Lewis of Ireland, Nat-
thakan Chantham of Thai-
land and Pakistan veteran 
Sidra Ameen of Pakistan are 
all in contention for their 
maiden honour after put-
ting out some eye-catching 
performances in November. 
Pakistan’s Sidra Ameen cel-
ebrates her first nomination 
in the Player of the Month 
Awards as she dazzled in the 

victorious ODI series against 
Ireland in Lahore. 

From the opposing side, Ire-
land’s Gaby Lewis is named 
on the shortlist following 
impressive batting exploits in 
her side’s historic T20I series 
victory which immediately 
followed.

Thailand’s Natthakan Chan-
tam also enjoyed a prolific 
month at the crease, register-
ing big scores in her side’s ODI 
series victory on home soil 
against the Netherlands.

Ireland opener Gaby Lewis 
showed her class with a Player 
of the Series performance dur-
ing her side’s historic T20I 
series triumph over Pakistan 
away from home.

Lewis smashed two half-

centuries and a total of 144 
runs from the three matches 
and her quick-fire 71 from just 
46 deliveries in the series de-
cider in Lahore was pivotal in 
the final result.

The 21-year-old also contrib-
uted a total of 58 runs during 
the three-game ODI series 

against Pakistan earlier in 
November.

Sidra Ameen was near un-
stoppable during Pakistan’s 
three-game ODI series at 
home against Ireland at home 
as she helped herself to a total 
of 277 runs while being dis-
missed just once.

The classy opener hit an un-
beaten 176 in the first game of 
the series in Lahore and then 
backed that performance up 
with a stylish 91* at the same 
venue during the second 
match as Pakistan wrapped 
up the series.

Ameen was dismissed for 
10 in the third and final game 
of the series, but the 30-year-
old had already done enough 
to ensure she took home the 
Player of the Series award.

Aggressive opener Nat-
thakan Chantham was a 
model of consistency during 
Thailand’s 4-0 series sweep at 
home against the Netherlands 
as she amassed a whopping 
267 runs at an average greater 
than 66.

 WTC FINAL

RACE INTENSIFIES AS INDIA NEED TO WIN SERIES AGAINST BANGLA, OZ
The race to World Test 
Championship (WTC) 
intensifies as the top five 
teams viz. Australia, South 
Africa, Sri Lanka, India 
and Pakistan battle out for 
the top two spots. However, 
going by the permutation 
and combination, there 
will be a tough fight among 
the Aussies, Proteas and the 
Indians. However, England, 
despite producing some 
excellent cricket follow-
ing Brendon McCullum’s 
appointment as coach and 
Ben Stokes as captain; are 
left behind owing to their 
position at the points table. 
England’s latest win over 
Pakistan in Rawalpindi 
may help Rohit Sharma-
led India as the point dif-
ference between 4th-placed 
India and 5th-placed Paki-
stan has widened further. 
Meanwhile, India’s road 
to final will be immensely 
strengthened if 1st-placed 
Australia go on to defeat 
South Africa and then India 
defeat the Aussies.        

Today, Australia are sit-
ting pretty comfortably at 

the top with 7 wins and just 
one loss garnering 72.73% 
success. Their only loss 
came against Sri Lanka 
at the magnificent Galle, 
where left-arm spinner 
Prabath Jayasuriya played 
a crucial role by scalping 
12 wickets in his debut Test 
which enabled Sri Lanka 
to register a win by an in-
nings. Proving this defeat 
as an aberration, the Aus-
sies defeated arch-rivals 
England 4-0 in the Ashes 
at home. This apart, they 

registered one win each 
against Pakistan, Sri Lanka 
and West Indies. They will 
be hosting South Africa in a 
3-match Test series. A win 
against the Proteas will ce-
ment their chances in the 
top two spots.         

If Australia registers a 
clean sweep then, this result 
will be helpful for the Asian 
trio of Sri Lanka, India and 
Pakistan, who can fight for 
the second position at the 
WTC table. But if the Test 
series ends in a 1-1 draw, 

then both the top two teams 
i.e. Australia and South Af-
rica will boost their chances 
of making it to the final, 
thereby weakening the 
Asian teams’ chances.   

On the other hand, if 
South Africa goes on to win 
the Test series Down Under, 
then the result will enhance 
their chances more as they 
will be left with another 
2-match Test series against 
West Indies, who have fared 
pretty poorly this year. 
Of the 10 matches played, 

South Africa have won 6 
and lost 4 so far. Third posi-
tioned Sri Lanka have won 
5 and lost 4 with one match 
ending in a draw. 

The Lankans have lost 
two matches to India and 
one each to Pakistan and 
Australia. Their position at 
number three might be at 
stake as they have a tough 
away series against New 
Zealand. The Kiwis have 
always been a tough side to 
beat for any visiting Asian 
team. However, if Sri Lan-

ka creates an upset victory, 
then it will not only elimi-
nate Pakistan from the ‘race 
to final’ but also will make it 
very difficult for India.

If we talk about India, 
they have won 6, lost 4 
and drawn 2 so far of the 
12 matches that they have 
played. Rohit’s boys have 
won 2 each against England 
and Sri Lanka and one each 
against New Zealand and 
South Africa. Meanwhile, 
they have lost 2 each to 
England and South Africa. 

If India are to qualify for 
the final, they have to win 
2 more test series against 
Bangladesh (2-match Test 
series) and a 5-match Test 
series against Australia.  

India will dethrone Sri 
Lanka from the 3rd position 
if they win the series against 
Bangladesh which will give 
them momentum going into 
a tough series against the 
Aussies. Going by stats, In-
dia hold an edge over Aus-
tralia as they have won last 6 
of the 8 bilateral Test series 

played; two back-to-back se-
ries as visitors. Cricket pun-
dits expect India to replicate 
these stats thereby fostering 
their chances to reach the 
WTC final. A result in In-
dia’s favour will eliminate 
arch-rivals Pakistan’s hope 
as the Babar Azam-led side 
are to play another Test 
against England followed 
by a Test series against New 
Zealand at home. 

Reflecting on India’s 
missed chance; India failed 
to get the 10th wicket pair 
of Rachin Ravindra and 
Ajaz Patel, which denied 
them a win. Had they won 
this, then, Rohit and co. 
would have been sitting 
pretty at the third position 
now. However, Pakistan’s 
1-wicket loss to West Indies 
might prove them dearly.

Analys ing  the  WTC 
through India’s point of 
view, South Africa should 
lose to Australia and at the 
same time India should win 
against Bangladesh and 
Australia. This will let the 
Indians a chance to rectify 
their mistakes that they re-
peated against New Zealand 
last year in Southampton; in 
the final this time.  

MANOJ JOSHI
NEW DELHI 
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Team India need to produce their best Test performance against Bangladesh and Australia.

ICC WORLD TEST CHAMPIONSHIP 
2021 - 2023

Veteran India opener 
Shikhar Dhawan on 
Tuesday said that it’s 

not for the first time that they 
have lost the first game of the 
series and the team knows 
how to bounce back, adding 
that the side is confident of 
making a strong comeback 
against Bangladesh in the 
must-win second One-Day 
International here.

During the first ODI on 
Sunday, Bangladesh were 
136/9 in 39.3 overs in their 
chase of 187 but lower-order 
batters Mehidy Hasan and 
Mustafizur Rahman stitched 
an unbroken 51-run stand 
for the last wicket and guid-
ed their team to the victory.

“Of course, we’re very, 
very confident about tomor-
row’s game. This is not the 
first time we have lost the 
first game in a series. This is 
quite normal, we know how 
to bounce back from these 
situations,” Dhawan said in 
the pre-match press confer-
ence.

“Yes, of course, Bangladesh 

are playing good cricket as 
well. But, if you see the last 
match, it was quite interest-
ing. It was a low total and 
in the end, they pulled the 
game from us, which doesn’t 
happen very often. Credit to 
them for playing well.

“In the team meeting, we 
analysed where we need 
to improve. Surely, we will 
create more impact in the 
coming games. We are very 

positive and in a good space, 
we are looking forward to it,” 
he added.

The 37-year-old batter got 
out while playing a reverse 
sweep in the first ODI. But 
sweep has been a produc-
tive shot over the years for 
the left-hander. On Tues-
day, he had a special session 
with India head coach Rahul 
Dravid, where the opener 
was working on his sweep 

shots.
“I always enjoy playing 

sweep and reverse sweep, 
so it’s good to practice more. 
These shots will come in 
handy in these conditions. 
We have to pick our shots 
according to the conditions 
and even in the World Cup 
in India where spinners will 
make more impact, those 
sweep shots will be helpful. 
I always enjoy playing them. 

It’s good to practice more in 
these conditions,” Dhawan.

The veteran batter also 
praised all-rounder Wash-
ington Sundar, calling him 
an impactful player.

“He has been performing 
really well since the time 
he came back. Even in New 
Zealand he had an amazing 
knock and bowled really 
well. He’s a very good all-
rounder, quite an impactful 
off-spinner and lower-order 
batter,” the opener said.

“I’m sure the more match-
es he plays, he’s going to 
get more experienced. He 
already has a very stable 
mindset. I’m sure he’ll do 
great in the cricket world 
and for us,” he added.

Talking about India’s ri-
valry with Bangladesh, 
Dhawan said: “The rivalry is 
always there with any team 
but with Bangladesh, they 
are quite emotional people.

“They really enjoy them-
selves and play with great in-
tensity. It’s good fun, makes 
us more intense as well 
and keeps us on our toes. It 
brings the best out of us,” he 
added.

 SECOND ODI PREVIEW
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WITH SERIES IN LINE, DHAWAN IS 
CONFIDENT ON INDIA’S COMEBACK

India lost the 1st ODI from a winning position.
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The Proteas need to win so as to advance into the WTC final.

Sidra Ameen (PAK), Natthakan Chantham (THAI), Gaby Lewis(IRE)
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ADVANCE INTO QUARTERS

Croatia defeat Japan  
3-1 via penalties

Croatia advanced to the 
quarterfinal stage of the on-
going FIFA World Cup in 
Qatar after defeating Japan 
3-1 via penalties after both 
sides were levelled 1-1 at the 
end of scheduled playtime.

Japan earned their first 
corner of the match in the 
second minute. A free kick 
by Ritsu Doan looked dan-
gerous but headed just wide 
at the far post. In the next 
minute, Shogo Taniguchi 
gave the Japanese another 
chance but the shot was too 
wide once again. In the 8th 
minute, Croatia’s Ivan Peris-
ic was denied an early close-
range goal by goalkeeper 
Shuichi Gonda. Andrej Kra-
maric also got his chance, 
but three Japanese defenders 
surrounded him and denied 
him a shoot.

In the first ten minutes, it 
was Croatia which enjoyed 
bulk of ball possession but 
was even with Japan in 
terms of attacking as both 
sides registered shots on tar-
get.

In the 12th minute, Daizen 
Maeda entered Croatia’s de-
fences but could not connect 
a cross from Junyo Ito and it 
was another chance missed.

As time progressed, Japan’s 
aggression seemed to wane 
and Croatia upped their 
game drastically. They start-
ed registering more shots at 
the goal, but to no avail. The 
first 30 minutes of the match 
were goalless.

Japan got its moment of joy 
in the 43rd minute when a 
short corner by them result-
ed in a goal.

At the end of half-time, the 
scoreline read 1-0 in favour 
of the Asian country.

At the resumption of the 
match, Croatia earned a cor-
ner.

Daichi Kamada produced 
another chance for Japan. 
In the 46th minute, he tried 
to double Japan’s lead but 
his shot from 30 yards went 
over Croatia’s crossbar.

Croatia kept making in-
roads into the Japan’s box, 
chasing an equaliser. Their 
perseverance met a well-
deserved conclusion as Ivan 
Perisic made the score-
line even. The experienced 
striker hit his 6th World Cup 
from 16 yards away with a 
stunning header. A cross 
from Dejan Lovren found 
him and Perisic wasted no 
time in using his power-
ful head to restore his side’s 
chances in the 55th minute.

Following that Japan made 
two more attempts at goal, 
but could not find the net. 
Doan and Wataru Endo 
failed to restore the lead.

Croatia brought a sub-
stitute in the 62nd minute. 
Ante Budimir replaced Bru-
no Petkovic.

In the 64th minute, Japan 
made two changes. Kaoru 
Mitoma and Takuma Asano 
replaced Yuto Nagatamo and 
Daizen Maeda and they were 
desperate to regain the lead.

In the coming minutes, 
both teams kept taking 
chances in each other’s goals 
but did not succeed.

At the end of 90 minutes, 
the scoreline read 1-1 and 
four minutes of stoppage 
time were added. The four 
minutes of stoppage time 
could not yield any goal so 
extra time was given. Croatia 
clearly had a seeming advan-
tage over their Asian oppo-
nent as they had won semi-
final back in the 2018 World 
Cup in extra time. 

WORLD CUP AFTERMATH

Bierhoff’s departure triggers new era in German football

The timing of the resigna-
tion of one of Germany’s 
highest-ranked football of-
ficials might have come as 
a surprise to many football 
fans.

However, it was no shock 
that 54-year-old Oliver Bier-
hoff took the responsibility 
for the second group exit 
at a World Cup within four 
years and a disappointing 
Euro 2020.

Critics mounted up on the 
former striker, who scored 
the golden goal in the Euro 
96 final, but failed to create 
stability off the pitch follow-
ing Germany’s 2014 World 
Cup win.

The departure of the 70-
cap former AC Milan for-
ward opens doors for an 
inevitable re-launch of Ger-
man football’s struggling 
development structures.

The coming days might 
show how far things go as 
national coach Hansi Flick 
seems under similar pres-
sure.

Leading positions regard-
ing the national team’s man-
agement need to be filled, 
and the association’s acad-
emy requires new input, to 
say nothing of a new Sport-
ing Director.

Rumours talk about Her-
tha manager Fredi Bobic 
and former German in-
ternational and Bayern 
Munich and Borussia 

Dortmund official Matth-
ias Sammer, in addition to 
Austrian coach Ralf Rang-
nick and former Bayern de-
fender Philipp Lahm.

The painful group exit at 
the 2022 World Cup has un-
doubtedly shaken German 
football to its foundations, 
as an alarming alienation 
between the national team 
and its fans came along with 
the sporting descent.

Regaining lost trust seems 
one of the main issues, as 
well as setting up a com-
petitive team for the Euro 
2024 tournament on home 
soil, and ensuring there is a 
decent pool of talent coming 
through.

Bierhoff’s departure ends 
an era of ups and downs 

after he took over the job in 
2004.

“I make way for setting of 
a new course,” Bierhoff said.

The restart is said to be a 
step into modern times for 
an association that for too 
long was stuck in its ways, 
reports Xinhua.

One of the biggest reorgan-
isation measures in German 
football history is said to re-
vitalise the country’s foot-
ball tradition and energy 
ahead of Euro 2024 hosted 
by Germany.

German football must 
now answer the question of 
whether Flick can be part of 
the new journey, as nothing 
less than the country’s repu-
tation as a football nation is 
at stake.

Goals from Vinicius Ju-
nior, Neymar, Rich-
arlison and Paqueta 

helped Brazil advance into 
the quarterfinals of the on-
going FIFA World Cup after 
defeating South Korea by 4-1 
in their round of 16 match at 
Stadium 974, Doha, Qatar on 
Monday.

Starting off, the action was 
slow and took place mostly 
in the mid-field. There was a 
lot of action in South Korea’s 
half in the opening minutes. 
In the 7th minute, Vinicius 
Junior gave Brazil an early 
lead. Raphina went past 
Hwang In-Beom and entered 
Korea’s box. He tried to give 
Neymar the ball, but it rolled 
to Vinicius, who steered a 
sidefooted shot into the top 
right of the goal.

Richarlison was brought 
down in the box in the 10th 
minute. Woo-Young Jung 
was attempting to clear the 
ball, but brought down Rich-
arlison in progress. Neymar 
came to take the penalty in 
the 13th minute and rolled it 
in the bottom right corner in 
the net.

With this goal, Neymar 
scored his 76th goal for Bra-
zil, just one goal away from 
leveling the tally of great 
Pele’s tally of 77 goals.

Brazil was off to a fantastic 
start, leading 2-0 within the 
first 15 minutes.

Hee-Chan Hwang almost 
scored one for South Korea 
for the 16th minute as he 
came cutting in from left, 
but Alisson made a brilliant 
save.

From the 20th-minute 
mark, both sides made shots 
at goal, with Neymar and 
Hwang making attempts for 
their respective sides.

R i ch a rl i s o n ,  e a rl i e r 
brought down inside Korea’s 
box, tripled Brazil’s lead in 
the 29th minute.

Hwang tried to score in 

the 33rd minute, but was 
once again stopped by the 
keeper. He got to the byline, 
went past Militao but failed 
to convert.

South Korea’s miseries 
just would not stop. In the 
36th minute, Lucas Paqueta 
scored another one for Brazil 
to make it 4-0, with a stun-
ning finish from the penalty 
area.

Heading to the half-time, 
Brazil was just passing the 
ball amongst themselves 
and it seemed that all the 

belief and confidence was 
sucked out of the South Ko-
rean team.

The scoreline read 4-0 at 
halftime in favor of the five-
time champions.

At the start of the second 
half, South Korea made two 
changes. Chul Hong and 
Jun-ho Son replaced Jin-su 
Kim and Jung Woo-young.

In the 47th minute, Alis-
son denied a goal to South 
Korea’s Son Jun-ho. After 
that, South Korea earned 
two back-to-back corners 

but could not convert them 
into goals.

Korea were playing much 
better in the second half and 
looked calmer despite sink-
ing hopes of quarterfinal 
progress.

In the 63rd minute, Dani 
Alves replaced Eder Mili-
tao for Brazil. South Korea 
also made a change as Paik 
Seung-Ho replaced Hwang 
In-beom.

In the 65th minute, Rich-
arlison almost made it 5-0 
for Brazil, but failed. In the 
68th minute, Alisson added 
another one to his collection 
of stunners from this match, 
making yet another one-
handed save. But the off-side 
flag was also raised.

Finally, South Korea had 
something to cheer for in 
the 76th minute. The un-
beatable wall named Alisson 
was finally breached, as Paik 
Seung-ho scored a stunner to 
make it 4-1. A comeback was 
not on cards, but at least the 
Asian side could open their 
account and get some con-
solation.

Cho almost added second 
in South Korea’s tally, but the 
offside flag came out.

At the end of full time, the 
scoreline read 4-1 in favor 
of Brazil, who advanced to 
the quarterfinals. South Ko-
rea’s run in the tournament 
came to a terrible end. Brazil 
enjoyed 55 per cent ball pos-
session while South Korea 
enjoyed 45 per cent of it.

ROUND OF 16

SAMBA BOYS DANCE INTO QUARTER 
FINAL, THRASH SOUTH KOREA 4-1

Brazil are the favourites to lift the FIFA World Cup this time.

Japan earlier defeated  Spain and Germany. 

 DOMINANT LEAGUE

LA LIGA HAS SECOND-MOST PLAYERS IN 
QATAR 2022 AFTER THE GROUP STAGE

After the end of the group 
stage of the FIFA World 
Cup, and with half of the 
teams already eliminated 
from the event, Spain’s La 
Liga remains the league 
that brings the second-
most international players 
to the event in Qatar.
With nearly 60 players of 
different nationalities, who 
will play in the Round of 
16, La Liga is only behind 
the Premier League, and 
ahead of the other three 
major European leagues 
-- Bundesliga, Serie A and 
Ligue 1.
The Spanish top flight thus 
accounts for 22.3% of the 
players in the European 
Top 5 for the Last-16 round, 
who come from 15 different 

La Liga clubs, the La Liga 
informed in a release on 
Tuesday.
It is worth noting that, de-
spite being in second place, 

La Liga is the league that 
has lost the fewest players 
since the start of the World 
Cup, with -28.9% of the 
original volume of players. 
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 2010 CHAMPS KNOCKED OUT

Morocco hold nerve to knock out Spain 
3-0 in penalty shootout, qualify for QFs

Morocco knocked out 2010 
World Cup winners Spain, 
3-0 in a penalty shootout to 
storm into the quarterfinals 
of the FIFA World Cup at the 
Education City Stadium on 
Tuesday in a crucial round of 
16 clash.

Spain suffered a shocking 
defeat as no Spanish player 
could score in the shoot-
out. This was Spain’s fourth 
World Cup loss in a penalty 
shootout, the most by a team 
on football’s biggest stage. 
Spain and Morocco were un-
able to break the deadlock in 
spite of an additional 30 min-
utes of play as both teams 
failed to grab their chances to 
score. The game went into the 

penalty shootouts to decide 
the winner.

Morocco scored on their 
first kick through Sabiri but 
Spain’s Sarabia found the post 
to help Morocco take the lead. 
Ziyech scored for Morocco 
again to give the African na-
tion a 2-0 lead. Spain faltered 
again as Soler failed to put the 
ball past the keeper.

The score read 2-0 in the 
favour of the Moroccans and 
it looked like they would seal 
the game through the next 
kick but Simon kept Spain 
in the game as Badr Benoun 
missed to score.

Sergio Busquets had a lot 
riding on his shoulders as 
Spain looked to score their 
first goal but the captain was 
unable to find the goal with 
Bono making yet another 

safe.
Achraf Hakimi took the 

fourth kick for Morocco 
and placed his team in the 
quarter-finals as he scored 
through a Panenka kick.

The second half saw both 
teams raising the bar and 
turning on the heat as they 
looked to take the lead, which 
had eluded them in the first 
half. The game got more 

intense with every passing 
minute.

Dani Olmo created the first 
chance for Spain as he hit on 
target from the free kick but 
Bono saw that the ball didn’t 
let the ball find the back of the 
net. Spain upped the ante by 
pushing forward in the hope 
of a goal but the resolute Mo-
roccan defence stood like a 
wall to deny the Spanish team 
the lead.

Both teams produced mo-
ments of brilliance in the 
game but none could find the 
net as the second half also 
ended 0-0, with the game ex-
tending into extra time.

An electric first half in a cru-
cial round of 16 clash between 
Spain and Morocco ended 
goalless at the Education City 
Stadium on Tuesday. 
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Spain couldn’t score in regulation time.
Spain’s La Liga brought the second-most international players.
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Germany failed to advance 
beyond the league stage once 
again after the 2018 WC.


