
RBI TO ADD NEW 
FEATURES TO 
UPI PAYMENT 
MUMBAI: Reserve 
Bank of India Gover-
nor (RBI) Shaktikanta 
Das on Wednesday 
said it decided to add 
a new feature in its 
Unified Payments In-
terface (UPI) platform 
where the delivery 
of service or goods 
happens later such as 
e-commerce pur-
chases, hotel book-
ings or investments 
in equities. Through 
the ‘single-block-
and-multiple debits’ 
feature on the UPI 
platform, the RBI Gov-
ernor said that cus-
tomers will have more 
trust while carrying 
out such transac-
tions. Shaktikanta Das 
said this facility will 
enable a customer to 
block funds in his/her 
account for specific 
purposes, which can 
be debited whenever 
needed.

MEASURES TO 
REDUCE  
PEAK-HOUR 
AIRPORT  
CONGESTION
NEW DELHI: Aviation 
Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia on Wednesday 
convened an important 
meeting with aviation 
stakeholders regarding 
passenger congestion 
at major airports in 
the country. During the 
meeting, Minister Scin-
dia issued directions 
to the stakeholders to 
reduce congestion at 
airports during peak 
hours. “

TOP OF THE DAY

STRONG CRITICISM 

VP ON NJAC VERDICT: PARLIAMENT’S 
SOVEREIGNTY COMPROMISED 

Noting that Supreme Court 
striking down the NJAC 
Act in 2015 was an unparal-
leled development in demo-
cratic history where a duly 
legitimised constitutional 

prescription was “judicially 
undone” and is “a glaring 
instance of severe compro-
mise of parliamentary sov-
ereignty and disregard of the 
mandate of the people”, Ra-
jya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankar said on Wednesday 
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DEFENDING COUNTRY

IAF boosts Su-30 with 250km 
strike range missile

In a significant boost for the 
capabilities of its Su-30 com-
bat aircraft fleet, the Indian 
Air Force is equipping them 
with a new missile which 

can take down ground-
based targets from a distance 
of over 250 kilometres. 

The new missile has been 
acquired by the Indian Air 
Force under emergency 
provisions and will further 
enhance the capabilities of 

the Su-30 fighter jets which 
are now the mainstay of the 
force for at least the next 20 
years. “The new high-speed 
low drag missile can hit tar-
gets at over 250 kilometres 
and is going to boost the  
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Euphoric 

AAP workers celebrate at party headquarters after 
victory in Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 

polls, in New Delhi on Wednesday.  ANI
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D-Day: Counting of votes in 
Gujarat, Himachal today 

The countdown to the Gu-
jarat Assembly poll results 
has begun as the Election 
Commission gears up for the 
counting of votes tomorrow. 

The counting of votes for 
the Gujarat Assembly elec-
tion will begin at 37 centres 
at 8 am. Gujarat Chief Elec-
toral officer P Bharathi said 
that 182 counting observers, 
182 election officers and 494 
assistant election officers 
will be on duty for the count-
ing process. There will be an 

additional 78 Assistant Elec-
tion Officers for the counting 
of votes. In addition, 71 ad-
ditional Assistant Election 
Officers have been assigned 
responsibility for the elec-
tronically transmitted postal 
ballot system. 
At 8:00 am first counting 

of postal ballots will be done 
and from 8:30 am along with 
postal ballots counting of the 
Electronic Voting Machine 
(EVM) votes will also start. 
CEO P Bharathi said that 
all the counting staff have 
been appointed. The second 
randomization will also be 

completed on Wednesday 
and the third randomization 
process will be done at 5:00 
am on Thursday before the 
counting of votes. 

A micro-observer, count-
ing supervisor and counting 
assistant are assigned duty 
at each polling centre table. 
The entire counting pro-
cess will be video graphed. 
The EVMs will be taken out 
of the strongroom and set 
up in the counting hall in 
the presence of the Return-
ing Officer/Assistant Re-
turning Officer, candidate  
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POLL RESULTS CONSECUTIVE HIKES 

RBI HIKES RATE TO 
KEEP INFLATION 
ANCHORED,  
EMI TO GO UP
TDG NETWORK  
NEW DELHI

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
Governor Shaktikanta Das 
on Wednesday announced 
the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee’s decision of hiking 
repo rate by 35 basis points 
to 6.25 per cent. The inflation 
trajectory has largely evolved 
in line with the outlook given 
by us in June 2022, Das said, 
adding that going forward, 
food inflation is likely to 
moderate with the usual 
winter softening and the  
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BORDER DISPUTE

MAHARASHTRA, 
KARNATAKA 
SUSPEND BUS 
SERVICES 
TDG NETWORK  
MAHARASHTRA

Amid the tension over the 
border dispute between the 
two states, both Karnataka 
and Maharashtra govern-
ments on Wednesday sus-
pended bus services to re-
spective states. 

Belagavi Divisional Traffic 
Officer of the North Western 
Karnataka Road Transport  
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INDIA ON WORLD STAGE 

G20 PRESIDENCY A HUGE 
OPPORTUNITY: PM MODI

Before the start of the win-
ter session of the Parliament, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday said 
that India receiving the G20 
Presidency is a huge oppor-
tunity. 

Addressing media persons 
before the start of the first 
day of the Winter Session of 
Parliament, PM Modi said, 

“It’s the first day of Winter 
Session. This session is 
important because we met 
before 15th August. 75 years 
of Independence completed 
on 15th August and we are 
going ahead in Azadi ka 
Amrit Kaal. We are meet-
ing at a time when India has 
received the opportunity to 
preside over the G20.” 
“The manner in which 
India has made a space in 
global community, the man-
ner in which expectations 
with India have risen and 
the manner in which India  
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FOOTPRINT 
EXPANDING: 
JAISHANKAR
New Delhi: Appraising 
Rajya Sabha on develop-
ments in India’s Foreign 
Policy’, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishan-
kar on Wednesday 
said India’s diplomacy 
continued apace amid 
the country’s growing 
global interests, expand-
ing footprint and more 
intensive partnerships. 
Delivering his remarks 
in the Parliament on the 
‘Latest Developments in 
India’s Foreign Policy’, 
Jaishankar said India’s 
diplomacy continued 
apace since the last 
monsoon session when 
he last gave an update 
on Indian foreign policy. 

GRUESOME 

Tiger found hanging by neck 
in Panna Tiger Reserve 
In a gruesome case of ti-
ger poaching, the body of a 
male tiger was found hang-
ing from a tree  in the early 
hours of Wednesday in a 
forest , 20 kms away from 
Panna tiger reserve in Mad-
hya Pradesh . When the of-
ficials reached the spot, they 
saw the  tiger body hanging 

from a tree from a clutch 
wire, used in motor bikes. A 

recent report has revealed 
that the maximum number 
of tiger poaching cases take 
place in Madhya Pradesh

Referring to this poaching 
case, a forest department of-
ficial said, “The first impres-
sion of the crime scene gave 
an impression as if the tiger 
committed suicide by hang-
ing himself from the tree”. 
There is a long history of ti-
ger poaching  in and around 

the tiger reserve. In 2008, 
there was a local extinction 
of tigers when all of them 
were killed by the poachers.  
The tragedy was followed 
by a tiger reintroduction 
programme. Presently, there 
are about 70 tigers in Panna 
tiger reserve. 

Though this incident 
took place about 20 kms 
away from the tiger reserve  
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The high-stakes battle 
for control over the 
Delhi Municipal Cor-

poration has ended with the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
winning 134 of the total 
250 wards in the national 
capital’s civic body polls, up-
rooting 15-year rule by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 

As per the Delhi State Elec-
tion Commission, AAP won 
134 wards while BJP came 
second with 104 wards. 
Congress managed to get a 
paltry 9 wards while three 
wards were bagged by Inde-
pendents. 

The BJP has governed the 
civic body in Delhi since 
2007.

A euphoric Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
tweeted, “Thanks to the 
people of Delhi for this grand 

victory and many congratu-
lations to all. Now all of us 
together have to make Delhi 
clean and beautiful.” 

Taking to Twitter, Delhi 
Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia said, “Today, hon-
esty and work defeated the 
world’s biggest party which 
was ruling MCD for 15 years. 

The people of Delhi have giv-
en us a big responsibility to 
make Delhi clean and beau-
tiful under the leadership of 
Arvind Kejriwal. Let us all 
work together to make Delhi 
the best city in the country.” 

“Heartfelt gratitude to the 
people of Delhi for trust-
ing the Aam Aadmi Party 

in Delhi MCD. By defeating 
the world’s biggest and most 
negative party, the people of 
Delhi have made a staunch 
honest and working Arvind 
Kejriwal win. For us, this is 
not just a victory, it is a big re-
sponsibility,” added Sisodia. 

Way earlier than the final 
results were declared, cel-

ebrations started at the Aam 
Aadmi Party office in the na-
tional capital after the trends 
showed that the party is set 
to take over the MCD from 
the BJP. The party work-
ers gathered in front of the 
office and rejoiced, danced 
and chanted slogans praising 
party chief Arvind Kejriwal. 

In a fiercely fought battle, 
the BJP began the day by 
leading in the initial trends 
for nearly one and a half hour 
initially, however, the trends 
started shifting as the AAP 
gained the lead and main-
tained thereafter until the 
final results were declared. 
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After victory, Kejriwal 
seeks PM’s blessings 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, who led Aam Aad-
mi Party to astounding vic-
tory in the civic body polls 

on Wednesday, thanked the 
people for “believing” in 
him and also sought Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 

“blessings” for making the 
city better. 
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AAP ENDS BJP RULE IN DELHI CIVIC BODY AFTER 15 YEARS
REMARKABLE VICTORY 

NAVEEN NISHANT 
NEW DELHI

 In a fiercely fought battle, Aam Aadmi Party defeats mighty Bharatiya Janata Party while Congress slips to the lowest tally

SISODIA’S CLAIM: ‘AAP 
COUNCILLORS GETTING CALLS’

As AAP sweeps MCD elec-
tions on Wednesday ending 
BJP rule in the civic body, 
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister 

Manish Sisodia alleged that 
the BJP was trying to poach 
newly-elected AAP council-
lors. However, he asserted 
that none of them will fall 
prey to the BJP’s “game”.
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‘MAKING DELHI CLEAN’

ALLEGATIONS 

AAP BJP OtherCONG
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DECODING 

AAP'S RISE 

Newbie AAP defeats 
Congress.
Kejriwal dethrones 
Sheila Dikshit 

AAP wins Delhi 
with a landslide. 
Forms govt again 
after 48-day stint 

2013

AAP Sweeps 
Delhi Assembly 
polls

2020

AAP wins Punjab 
Assembly polls  2022

MARCH

AAP wins MCD 
polls, defeats BJP 
who ruled civic 
body for 15 years 

WHAT LEAD TO
AAP’S SUCCESS

REASON

REASON

REASON

REASON

REASON

1
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3

4

5

Focusing on ‘welfare 
schemes’ of Delhi govt 

Making Kejriwal the face 
of its campaign 

Promising ‘double 
engine’ government

Anti-incumbency 
against BJP 

Focusing on civic issues 
like garbage etc.

2015

2022
DECEMBER
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IDENTIY CRISIS 
Two top leaders 
from West Bengal 
campaigned in Chit-
taranjan Park for the 
Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) 
elections. They are 
Congress president of 
Bengal Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury and Dilip 
Ghosh, former state 
BJP president. When 
Ghosh was cam-
paigning in Bengali-
dominated CR Park, 
many locals could 
not recognise him. 
However, most were 
convinced that ‘the 
man’ must be a big 
shot as Ghosh was 
surrounded by heavy 
security. Ghosh was 
visibly embarrassed. 
However, people 
easily recognized 
Adhir Ranjan. It so 
happened that some 
people start discuss-
ing that the leader 
looks like Dilip Ghosh. 
Ghosh was quite 
embarrassed. 

PIloT’S 
CuRIoSITY foR 
GEhloT-MaMaTa 
MEET? 
Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
facilitated a smooth 
visit of West Ben-
gal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee 
to Ajmer Sherif and 
Puskar. After visit-
ing two holy places 
Mamata called on 
Gehlot and thanked 
him for his support to 
make it easy for the 
visit to holy towns. 
The journalists who 
were covering the 
incident found some 
interesting comments 
of the Chief Minister 
regarding the future 
of the Congress party 
in the state. In fact, 
Mamata wanted to 
know whether Con-
gress High Command 
still wants a change 
in the state leader-
ship. Though it was 
not confirned, Sachin 
pIlot camp kept a 
close watch on the 
Mamata’s visit. Pilot 
camp was miffed with 
the fact that Mamata 
prefered not to talk to 
Pilot . 

WhaT MaDE 
TEjaShWI 
haPPY? 
RJD Chief Lalu 
Prasad Yadav has 
undergone kidney 
transplantation in a 
Singapore Hospital. 
Lalu’s son Tejeshwi 
got a call from the 
Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi enquir-
ing about the health 
conditions of Lalu. 
PM also directed the 
Indian High Commis-
sion to Singapore to 
take care of the Yadav 
family in case of any 
need. Indian Embassy 
has deputed senior 
diplomats at the 
hospitals where Lalu 
is under treatment. 
Some family member 
of Lalu expressed 
happiness over the 
Prime Minister’s kind 
concern 

By The People

No anti-defection law makes 
councillors vulnerable in Delhi 
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PARTY-WISE VOTE SHARE 

While BJP and AAP have 
won seats with somewhat a 
narrow margin (AAP 134 vs 
BJP 104), the Deputy Chief 
Minister of Delhi Manish Si-
sodia has already expressed 
his apprehension of a poach-
ing by the rival BJP. 

It seems a sense of fear 
emerges on both sides due 
to no defection laws in MCD 
Delhi polls like assembly or 
Lok Sabha elections. This 
means elected councillors 
can switch parties without 
the fear of disqualification. 
According to the Tenth 
Schedule of the constitution 
of India, Paragraph 2, any 
legislator from parliament 
or the state assembly will 

be disqualified in a situation 
when he or she voluntarily 
gives up the membership 
of such a political party. It 
also states that after being 
elected as a representative 
of a certain political party 
any member shall be dis-
qualified if he/she joins any 
other political party after the 
election. However, the anti-
defection law does not apply 
to the Delhi MCD election 
which might have an ad-
verse impact, if any party 
won the election with a low 
margin.

Its adversity lies in the fact 
that the electoral interest 
of the voters shown during 
voting, becomes ineffec-
tive as and when leaders 
switch parties due to any 
reasons. The absence of an-

ti-defection law also allows 
the huge monetary circula-
tion in parties for personal 
benefit. As Halim Commit-
tee on Anti-Defection law 
concerning parliament and 
state assembly suggest that 
the member who changes 
party allegiance for any type 
of benefit jeopardizes the 
soul of democracy and those 
members should not only be 
removed from parliament 
but also barred from con-
testing elections for a speci-
fied time.

The absence of anti-defec-
tion law in the Delhi MCD 
election may pose a threat 
to the stable functioning of 
government at a lower level 
which will ultimately create 
an obstacle for any ruling 
party in formulating and 

executing promised policies 
at the lower level of gover-
nance. Thus, the electoral 
game of winning and los-
ing in the Delhi MCD elec-
tion with a low margin will 
surely impact the stability 
at the level of third-tier gov-
ernance due to which AAP 
winning the scene had to 
face a far more tough battle 
in formulating the laws, es-
pecially regarding the finan-
cial autonomy of resident 
welfare association in Delhi 
as promised during the elec-
tion. Therefore, the absence 
of anti-defection law in Delhi 
MCD seats will surely delay 
if not obstruct, the process 
of good governance at the 
lower level. 

At the same time, it is also 
not possible to bring anti-

defection laws uniformly at 
all local levels of governance 
just because of the mere divi-
sional impact of political par-
ties at the lower level of gov-
ernance. This allows more 
independent candidates to 
contest in the local election, 
which raises local people’s 
real concerns. This beauty 
of arising diverse concerns 
at the local level may get tem-
pered once party influences 
increase because one cannot 
situationally dissent party’s 
allegiance.  However, it is 
markedly to observe Delhi 
MCD’s election where the 
political party’s influence is 
felt at a high level with neck-
to-neck fights in terms of 
seats won but with no anti-
defection laws in the course 
of the political tantrum.

Celebrations started 
at the Aam Aadmi 
Party office in the na-

tional capital after the trends 
showed that the party crossed 
the halfway mark in the Delhi 
Municipal Corporation elec-
tions on Wednesday. 

The party workers gathered 
in front of the office and re-
joiced, danced and chanted 
slogans praising party chief 
Arvind Kejriwal. Since early 
morning, as the counting of 
votes progresses in the Mu-
nicipal Corporation of Delhi 
polls, both Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) claimed to win 
the polls.  

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann, who was 
present on the occasion, 
hailed Kejriwal stating that he 
“uprooted” the 15-year-long 
Congress rule in the city and 
he is doing the same with the 

BJP in MCD. “Arvind Kejriwal 
uprooted 15-year-long Con-
gress rule in Delhi & now the 
15-yr-long (BJP) rule in MCD. 
It shows people of Delhi don’t 
like politics of hatred, they 
vote for schools, hospitals, 
electricity, cleanliness and 
infrastructure,” he said. 

“The BJP has got the an-

swer today that the people 
of Delhi vote for those who 
work, and not for the ones 
who defame. The BJP fielded 
its MPs, Ministers, CBI and 
ED, but the people of Delhi 
still voted for the AAP. The 
people have given a befitting 
reply to the BJP for the allega-
tions that it levelled against 

Kejriwal. We will make Delhi 
the most beautiful city in the 
world,” Raghav Chadha said. 

Speaking to news agency 
earlier, BJP leader Parvesh 
Verma said that the people 
of Delhi have seen the “lies” 
of Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal and have voted for 
the BJP. 

CElEbRaTIoNS aT aaP offICE afTER vICToRY

10 BiG Questions 
Is AAP slowly but steadily emerging as 
the biggest threat to the BJP nationally?

 Will AAP get recognition as a national 
party after Gujarat election results?

Can AAP replace Congress as the main 
contender against BJP? 

Will the AAP make the 2024 polls about 
the Delhi vs the Gujarat model? 

Is AAP being over-confident by reading 
too much into the MCD polls? 

With footprints beyond one state is AAP 
better suited to take on BJP on BJP as 
compared to other regional satraps?

Can Kejriwal ever be accepted as a 
consensus candidate by the Opposition 
leaders who are more experienced? 

If not 2024, can Kejriwal directly take on 
PM Modi in 2029, considering he has 
age on his side? 

Is AAP a bigger threat to the Opposition 
than the BJP? 

Can AAP take on the election machin-
ery and cadre strength of the BJP? 
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Delhi riots case

high-level meeting

after reprimanD

sharjeel imam moves sc 
against hc orDer calling 
him ‘main conspirator’

haryana’s progress is above inDia’s national 
level stanDarDs: niti aayog

Investigation against 23 dignitaries was over in 
two months: Punjab government informs HC
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Sharjeel Imam has ap-
proached the Supreme Court 
seeking direction to expunge 
some remarks made by the 
Delhi High Court against 
him while denying bail to 
Umar Khalid in the Delhi 
riots case.

Imam said that Delhi High 
Court while rejecting Umar 
Khalid’s bail plea, made 
certain observations and 
remarks against him when 
he was not even a party in 
the said petition. On 18 Oc-
tober, while denying bail 
to JNU student Khalid, the 
High Court had said that 
Khalid was constantly in 
touch with Sharjeel Imam, 
who was arguably ‘at the 
head of the conspiracy’ and 
also referred to Imam as the 
main conspirator in one of 
the paragraphs.

In the 52-page judgment, 
the High Court took note 
of the charge sheet filed by 
the Delhi Police referring to 
Imam as the “main conspira-
tor” and further noting that 
Imam was the main mem-
ber of a WhatsApp group 
of Muslim Students of JNU 
which was formed one or 
two days after the Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill was 
passed on 4 December, 2019.

The High Court in a para-
graph of the judgement had 
stated, “Having heard coun-
sel for the parties and having 

carefully gone through the 
charge-sheet and taking into 
consideration the fact that 
the Appellant (Khalid) was 
in constant touch with other 
co-accused persons, includ-
ing Sharjeel Imam, who ar-
guably is at the head of the 
Conspiracy; at this stage, it is 
difficult to form an opinion 
that there are no reasonable 
grounds for believing that 
the accusation against the 
petitioner is prima facie not 
proved.”

Imam wants remarks to be 
expunged where he has been 
called the ‘main conspirator’ 
and where the court said that 
Khalid was in constant touch 
with other co-accused, in-
cluding Sharjeel Imam, who 
arguably is at the head of the 
conspiracy.

In his appeal before the top 
court, Imam said certain ob-
servations and remarks on 
him were made by the High 
Court where he was not a 
party in the said petition and 
it was in complete defiance 
of the law laid down by the 
apex court and a catena of 
other judgments reiterating 
the same principles of law.

“The observations and 
remarks in the impugned 
order have been made qua 
the petitioner (Imam) with-
out an opportunity having 
being afforded to explain or 
defend himself and thereby, 
is in clear violation of the 
principles of natural justice,” 
the appeal stated.

Regarding the cases regis-
tered against former and sit-
ting MPs/MLAs across the 
country and the delay in the 
ongoing trial, the Supreme 
Court had ordered various 
High Courts of the country to 
take cognizance of the matter 
and take a hearing on the fast 
pace. Punjab Government is 
said to have completed some 
investigations for which the 
Punjab and Haryana High 
Court adjourned the hearing 
on this matter till 19 January.

In the criminal cases 

against the MPs/MLAs in 
Punjab, investigation of 42 
such cases was pending 
two months ago. After the 
High Court’s reprimand, 
the Punjab police has com-
pleted the investigation of 
23 cases at fast pace. Now 
only 19 cases are pending 
for investigation. 

On Tuesday, the Bureau 
of Investigation, on behalf 
of the Punjab government, 
filed a status report in the 
High Court, stating that till 
29 November, 19 cases were 
pending for investigation 
registered against former 
and sitting MPs/MLAs of 

Punjab.
Though trial of 102 cases is 

pending in various courts of 
the state. As on 29 Septem-
ber, 42 cases were pending 
for investigation and the 
Punjab Police and other 
agencies have completed 
the investigation in 23 cases 
so far. Investigation of any 
case registered between 
2013 and 2015 is no longer 
pending. 

Regarding the cases reg-
istered against former and 
sitting MPs/MLAs across 
the country and the delay 
in the ongoing trial, the Su-
preme Court had ordered 

various High Courts of the 
country to take cognizance 
of the matter and take a 
hearing. Taking on record 
this information given by 
the Punjab Government, 
the High Court adjourned 
the hearing till 19 January.

Investigation pending 
against these dignitaries of 
Punjab

Ex MLA Bikramjeet Singh 
Majithia, Ex MLA Anil 
Joshi, MLA Sheetal Angu-
ral, Ex MLA Simarjit Bains, 
MLA Amansher Singh 
Sherry Kalsi, Ex MLA Su-
cha Singh Chhotepur, Ex 
MLA Fatehjung Singh Ba-

jwa, MLA Dalbir Singh, Ex 
MLA Hardayal Singh Kam-
boj, MLA Amarinder Singh 
, Amrinder Singh Raja War-
ring, MLA Sukhpal Singh 
Khaira,  MLA Lakhbir 
Singh Rai, MLA Rupinder 
Singh Happy, MLA Mantar 
Singh Brar, Ex-MLA Ajit In-
der Singh, Ex-MP Balwind-
er Singh Bhundar, Ex-MLA 
Sukhwinder Singh Aulakh, 
Ex-MLA Jagdeep Singh, Ex-
MLA India Bhushan Ashu, 
former MLA Sunder Sham 
Arora, former MLA Sadhu 
Singh Dharamsot and for-
mer MLA Sangat Singh 
Giljiyan.

tough competition

in himachal praDesh eyes on gujarat 

Himachal Poll: EC ensures smooth counting process

CM Jairam Thakur 
exudes confidence in 
BJP’s return to power

The election results of the 
Himachal Pradesh Leg-
islative Assembly will be 
declared on Thursday, 8 
December. In the midst of 
tough competition, it will be 
decided whether after five 
years the ritual of changing 
government would break 
or not. The BJP will reverse 
the practice of changing the 
government or the Congress 
will return to power. The 
EVM will reveal the future 
of 412 candidates who con-
tested and the counting of 
votes will decide their fate 
on Thursday. 

Voting for the 14th Legis-
lative Assembly of the state 
was held on 12 November. 
The counting of votes will 

begin at 8:00 am on 9 De-
cember at 68 centres. Look-
ing at the space and conve-
nience, the District Election 
Officer will himself decide 
the number of tables to be 
set up for this. Two employ-
ees will be appointed on one 
table by the Election Com-
mission of India. About 50 
employees will be appointed 
at each polling station.

Of the 412 contesting as-
sembly elections in Him-
achal Pradesh, 388 are male 
and 24 are female candi-
dates. Voting was held on 
12 November at 7,881 poll-
ing stations. Both the BJP 
and the Congress fielded 
candidates on all 68 seats, 
while the Aam Aadmi Party 
fielded candidates on the 67 
seats, except for the Drang 
assembly constituency. Left 

parties fought on 12 seats. 
Many parties including BSP, 
Devbhoomi Party also have 
landed their candidates. A 
large number of indepen-
dents are also trying their 
luck this time.

A system has been set up 
in the office of the Chief 
Electoral Officer to receive 
information and complaints 
related to counting of votes. 
Also, helpline number 1950 

has been issued before the 
counting of votes. This in-
formation was given by 
CEO Manish Garg that the 
commission will ensure 
smooth flow of information, 
for which a communication 
cell has been set up at each 
counting centre. District 
Election Officers (DEOs) will 
ensure smooth communica-
tion facility at the counting 
centers set up in different 
districts for dissemination 
of information. Information 
on counting trends will be 
available through new me-
dia initiatives such as web 
portals, applications such as 
Voter Helpline App which 
is available on Google Play 
Store and www.results.eci.
gov.in. This link of Himach-
al results will be activated 
on the day of counting i.e. 8 

December, 2022.
This time the voters of the 

state have broken all the vot-
ing records of the assembly 
elections held so far. On 
12 November, a record 76 
percent votes were casted. 
Earlier, in the last assembly 
elections of 2017, the high-
est voter turnout was 75.57 
percent.

The CEO said that the 
EVMs for the tribal Lahaul 
Spiti were shifted to Bhuntar 
in Kullu and the counting 
for Lahaul Spiti assembly 
segment will take place at 
Bhuntar itself. Similarly for 
the tribal Bharmour assem-
bly segment, the counting 
will take place in Chamba 
and for Kinnaur assembly 
segment the counting will 
take place in Reckong-peo 
itself.  

Riding on the massive 
victory of the Aam 
Aadmi Party in the 

Delhi civic polls, Punjab 
Chief Minister on Wednes-
day claimed that the exit polls 
which predicted the party’s 
loss in Gujarat will prove to 
be wrong.

Mann said that the results 
in Gujarat, where the party 
exerted all its efforts to make 
inroads, will be “surprising”. 
The counting of votes of the 
Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi elections is underway 
today, according to which the 
AAP is all set to get the keys 
of the city’s civic body, as per 

the trends.
However, according to the 

exit polls, the AAP is set to 
lose in Gujarat and Himachal 
Assembly polls, the results 
of which will be declared 

tomorrow.
Speaking to the reporters 

in the national capital, the 
Punjab Chief Minister said, 
“The trends are now convert-
ing into results. Kejriwal up-

rooted the 15-year-long rule 
of Congress and now uproot-
ed the 15-year-long rule of the 
BJP from the MCD.” He said 
that the people do not like the 
“politics of hatred” and they 
vote for schools, hospitals, 
cleanliness and infrastruc-
ture.

“I have had talks with 

Arvind Kejriwal on many 
issues. We are getting a ma-
jority in the MCD. Now there 
will be cleanliness in Delhi,” 
Mann said. “The BJP wanted 
to stop AAP, so it had fielded 
its entire force on the ground. 
I will be with you again to-
morrow during the Gujarat 
Assembly polls results. The 
results will be surprising. 
The exit polls will prove to be 
wrong in Gujarat. I will go to 
the party office and celebrate 
with the workers,” he added.

Exuding confidence that 
winning candidates will re-
main with the party, Mann 
said that the BJP will not ap-
proach them to form the gov-
ernment as “AAP candidates 
are not for sale”. 

gujarat results will be surprising: 
says punjab chief minister mann 
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Appreciating the policies and pro-
grams of the Haryana government, 
Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog Suman 
Bery said that in terms of progress, 
Haryana is above the country’s na-
tional level standards. Suman Bery 
on Wednesday held a meeting with 
Haryana Chief Minister, Manohar 
Lal at Haryana Bhawan in Delhi. 
The high-level meeting was attend-
ed by Principal Secretary to Hary-
ana Chief Minister  V. Umashankar 
and Additional Chief Secretary, Fi-
nance Department  Anurag Rastogi 

besides a team of senior officials of 
NITI Aayog. Suman Bery said that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
while addressing the countrymen 
on August 15 this year has given a 
target of making India a developed 
nation by the year 2047.

He said that if India has to de-
velop then every state will have to 
prepare a plan to move forward. 
“In this regard today after analys-
ing the policies and programs of 
Haryana, it has been found that the 
state is far ahead in this direction,” 
added Suman Bery. He said that 
Haryana has made a lot of progress 
and is above the country’s national 

level standards. Bery further said 
that if India becomes a developed 
country, then Haryana will also go 
higher in terms of development, 
adding that Haryana can take in-
spiration from developed countries 
and NITI Aayog will fully assist the 
state in this journey. He said that 
like other states of India, Haryana 
will also face the challenges of cli-
mate change, availability of water 
etc and a discussion was held in to-
day’s meeting regarding Haryana’s 
action plan on all these subjects. 
Bery said that being an expert in 
economics, he has been analysing 
the states falling in NCR and Delhi 

and found that there has been a lot 
of progress in Haryana. “Haryana 
is economically balanced, which 
means it has agriculture, industry 
and IT. There is not much employ-
ment related problem in the state,” 
he added. Chief Minister, Manohar 
Lal said that NITI Aayog guides the 
country and all the states to move 
forward. “Apart from assigning re-
sponsibility to the states by the com-
mission, the policies and programs 
being implemented in the state are 
analysed,” he said. In this series, 
the Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog, 
Suman Bery took stock of Hary-
ana’s progress.
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87% postal ballots receiveD before 
counting of votes: ceo maneesh garg
Shimla: himachal Pradesh Chief electoral Officer 
(CeO) maneesh garg on wednesday said that 87 
per cent of the postal ballots issued to employees 
deployed on election duty have been received back 
before the counting of votes, which is 17 per cent 
higher than 2017.

he said that out of the postal ballots issued to em-
ployees deployed on election duty, 52,859 postal ballots, 
have been received back by Tuesday (December 6) by 
the returning officers all over the state. “This is approxi-
mately 87 per cent,” he pointed out. “also, the overall 
number of postal ballots issued to the employees on 
election duty increased by nearly 11 per cent in 2022 as 
compared to 2017,” said garg. accordingly, the postal 
ballots of such employees received back as compared 
to the 2017 elections has also witnessed an increase 
of nearly 17 per cent, he claimed. “The postal ballots 
received by employees on election duty were 45,126 in 
2017. while in present assembly elections, the number 
of postal ballots received by monday evening is 52,859,” 
he pointed out.

A day before the announce-
ment of results for the Hi-
machal Pradesh Assembly 
polls, Chief Minister Jairam 
Thakur on Wednesday ex-
uded confidence in forming 
the incumbent Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment again in the state.

“All exit polls indicate a 
win for BJP in Himachal 
Pradesh. We will again form 
government in the State,” 
Thakur told reporters here. 
The Election Commission 
has made adequate prepa-
rations for the counting 
of votes for the Himachal 
Pradesh assembly elections 

on Thursday. There will be 
68 counting halls in 59 loca-
tions across the state.

Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO) Maneesh Garg said 
10,000 duty staff including 
the security personnel have 
been deployed as part of se-
curity arrangements.

He said teams of returning 
officers and assistant return-
ing officers have also been 
deployed to ensure smooth 
counting process.
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govt introDuces 
multi-state 
co-operative 
societies 
(amenDment) 
bill
New Delhi: The Centre on 
wednesday introduced the 
multi-State Co-operative 
Societies (amendment) 
Bill, 2022 in the lok Sabha 
to improve the ease of 
doing business, increase 
financial discipline and 
enable the raising of 
funds in the multi-State 
Cooperative Societies. The 
Bill, which seeks amend-
ment to the multi-State 
Co-operative Societies act, 
2002, will improve gover-
nance, reform the electoral 
process, strengthen the 
monitoring mechanism, 
improve the composition 
of the Board, and also 
enhance transparency 
and accountability in the 
multi-State Cooperative 
Societies. The Union Cabi-
net in October this year 
approved the multi-State 
Cooperative Societies 
(amendment) Bill, 2022 
to improve ease of doing 
business, increase finan-
cial discipline and enable 
the raising of funds in the 
multi-State Cooperative 
Societies. 

Demonetisation: 
parliament took 
notification 
into account
New Delhi: The Centre 
on wednesday justified 
its 2016 demonetisation 
policy and argued that 
after the notification was 
issued on November 8, 
2016, parliament took it 
into account and there was 
a debate on it. appearing 
for the Centre, attorney 
general r Venkataramani, 
in his rejoinder submis-
sion, defended the Central 
government’s decision to 
demonetise the old notes 
of rs.500 and rs.1000 and 
apprised the constitution 
bench of the Supreme 
Court that there were 
debates in the parliament 
after the notification was 
issued. he also told the 
court that parliament 
took the notification into 
account.

two persons 
nabbeD with 
heroin in shimla
Shimla: Shimla Police 
arrested two persons and 
recovered heroin from their 
possession on wednesday. 
according to the police, 
20.20 gm Chitta was recov-
ered from the possession 
of two persons namely 
ashish Kumar, resident of 
rohru, Shimla and islam, 
resident of Delhi. a case 
has been registered under 
sections 21 and 29 of 
NDPS act at PS west. 

eD raiDs premises 
of malabar 
jewellery
New Delhi: enforcement 
Directorate (eD) has seized 
gold worth rs 2.51 crore 
from the premises of an al-
leged beneficiary of Kerala’s 
gold smuggling case in 
malappuram under the 
Prevention of money laun-
dering act, 2002, the official 
said on wednesday. The 
eD seized 5.058 kg of gold 
worth 2.52 cr and indian 
currency of rs 3.79 lakhs on 
December 5 from a “secret” 
chamber at the premises of 
a malappuram-based jewel-
lery house promoter who 
is also accused of getting 
bifacial from the Kerala gold 
smuggling case. 



CM Jagan reiterates BC as 
the ’Backbone Class’, says 
they have a place not just in 
the budget, but also in our 
hearts

Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister Jagan Mohan Red-
dy today sent out a strong 
message of support to the 
Backward Class and reit-
erated that BC stands for 
‘Backbone Class’. He said, 
‘BCs don’t just have a place 
in the Budget but they also 
have a special place in my 
heart. BCs imply hard work 
and culture. Everything in 
our household, whether it’s 
a plate that we eat from, or a 
lamp that we light, all of it is 

made by our BCs brothers. 
My heart, wish and strength 
is BCs and their welfare.’ 
The remarks were made at a 
one-of-its kind ‘Jaya Ho BC’ 
Mahasabha organised by the 
YSRCP at the Indira Gandhi 
Stadium in Vijayawada.

The Mahasabha which 
was akin a massive festival 
was the coming together of 
1 lakh BC leaders (official 
party post holders) repre-
senting 139 different BC 
communities right from the 
ward, village and district 
level to MLAs, MPs and 
Ministers to celebrate path 
breaking efforts made by 
the Jagan Reddy led YSRCP 
government for the uplift-
ment of the BC community. 
This event which displayed 

YSRCP’s organisational 
strength broadly focused on 
three major things - the im-
pact of YSRCP government’s 
schemes for BCs, the social 
revolution led by increased 
political representation of 
the backward classes and 
their contribution in overall 
progress of the state and the 
nation.  

Amid a sea of enthusiastic 
party cadre, CM Jagan reit-
erated his party’s commit-
ment to the BCs and said, 
‘YSRCP’s philosophy lies in 
empowering BCs and social 
reforms. We believe in equal 
justice to all sections of the 
society. Since independence, 
those who were denied edu-
cation and industry were 
referred to as Backward. It 

was during my padyatra that 
I realised their sufferings 
and decided to change it all. 
Today, in front of me there 
are MLAs, MLCs, MPTCs, 
ZPTCs, Mayors, Sarpanches 
and almost around 80,000 
BCs who have been given a 
proper rank and responsi-
bility in our party.’ The CM 
then requested all the one 
lakh BC leaders to carry the 
same spirit of equality, and 
the message of social welfare 
down to the grassroots. 

Attacking TDP Chief 
Chandrababu Naidu for hav-
ing neglected BCs, CM Jagan 
said, ‘2024 will be Chandra-
babu’s last election. In 2024, 
we are going to fight against 
Dushtachatushtyam who al-
ways ignored BCs. Elections 

will happen over the next 18 
months and it will be a fight 
between those who stand 
for Justice, Good, Welfare, 
Honesty and Social Reforms 
versus CBN who stands for 
Injustice, Evil and Corrup-
tion.’ He added, ‘I want to 
remind you all of the atroci-
ties and injustice meted out 
to BCs during Chandrababu 
Naidu’s regime. I know I 
have your support and I’m 
grateful for that. I promise 
to do whatever is in my ca-
pacity to uplift you’, a com-
ment that was followed by 
thunderous applause amid 
an electrifying atmosphere. 

 YCP MP Krishnaiah who 
was one of the many other 
prominent YSRCP leaders 
were also present.
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SRinAGAR
Th e  Nat i o n a l  Hu m a n 
R i g h t s  C o m m i s s i o n , 
(NHRC) on Wednesday 
has taken suo motu cog-
nizance of a media report 
that an international rack-
et manufacturing and sell-
ing spurious life-saving 
cancer medicines has been 
busted in Delhi.

NHRC has issued notice 
to Secretary, Union Min-
istry of Health and Family 
Welfare, and the Commis-
sioner of Police, Delhi call-
ing for a detailed report in 
the matter, within 6 weeks.

NHRC in its press release 
said “ As per the news re-
port, 7 members of this 
syndicate have been ar-
rested.  They include an 
MBBS doctor, the owners 
of three pharmaceutical 
companies, and one engi-
neer.  Two more doctors 
under the scanner are ab-
sconding,”.

The Commission has 
also called reports from 
the Chief Secretaries of the 
Governments of NCT of 
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh 
within six weeks how 
in a surreptitious man-
ner without caring about 
the stringent provisions 

of Drug and Cosmetics 
Rules, 1945, the fake drugs 
syndicate including pub-
lic servants, is continuing 
endangering the life of pa-
tients, NHRC in its state-
ment said 

 NHRC in its press re-
lease further said that “the 
reports must contain data 
reflecting the locations 
where these fake drugs 
were supplied and con-
sumed by the patients, the 
impact of the fake drugs on 
the patients reflecting the 
details of adverse effects 
of the spurious drug, and 
the present health status of 
such patients. 

Srinagar Police on Saturday 
attacked the property (house) 
for harbouring terrorist in 
Khrew area. According to 
Police “On 19/20 August 2021, 
Police in Awantipora received 
an information through reli-
able sources regarding pres-
ence of a group of terrorists 
in the house of Gh Ahmad 
Najar son of Gh Mohd Najar 
resident of Danak Mohala 
Khrew who are conspiring 
to carry out terror act in the 
area,” Police spokesperson 
told The Daily Guardian.

Accordingly, a joint cordon 
and search operation was 
launched along with Army 
(50RR) and CRPF (185 Bn). 
When the cordon was being 
laid, the hiding terrorists 
fired indiscriminately upon 
the operational party with 
the intent to kill the Police/
Security forces. The fire was 
effectively retaliated leading 
to an encounter.

During the gun battle the 
terrorists by taking advantage 
of darkness managed to shift 
into the house of Ghulam Nabi 
Najar son of Gh Mohd Najar 
resident of Danak Mohalla 
Khrew, which is located adja-

cent to the initial target house. 
subsequently the terrorists 
were zeroed down and again 
the fire fight erupted between 
the Police/SFs and hiding ter-
rorists, which led successful 
elimination of 02 terrorists. 
From the site of encounter, 02 
dead bodies of slain terrorists 
were recovered, who were 
later identified as Musaib 
Mushtaq Bhat son of Mush-
taq Ahmad Bhat and Muzamil 
Ahmad Rather son of Nazir 
Ahmad Rather resident of 
Chakoora Pulwama. 

Consequent upon this case 
FIR No. 57/2021 U/S 307-
IPC 7/27 A. Act 16,18,20 & 

38 UA(P) Act was registered 
in Police Station Khrew and 
investigation was taken up.

Police further said “During 
the course of investigation, 
involvement of Nizam-ud-
Din Najar son of Gh Ahmad 
Najar resident of Danik Mo-
halla Khrew came to fore 
for providing of intentional 
harbouring and logistic sup-
port to the neutralized ter-
rorists and was accordingly 
arrested in the instant case on 
21/08/2021, for the commis-
sion of offences punishable U/
Ss 19 and 39 UA(P) Act which 
were invoked in the instant 
case.

selling of cancer drugs JaMMu & KasHMir

nHrc issues notice to centre over 
reported busting of syndicate

Srinagar Police attach house for 
harbouring terrorist in Khrew 

review petition filed

Social Activist Yogita Bhayana on 
Wednesday filed a Review peti-
tion in Supreme Court against 
the November 7 judgment of the 
Court which acquitted 3 men who 
were sentenced to death in 2012 
Chhawla rape case.

Earlier the review petition in 
Chhawla gang rape case on behalf 
of father of the victim had filed on 

December 5 in Supreme Court. 
The review petition has been filed 
on the behalf of the girl’s father. 

Speaking to the legally speaking 
victim’s advocate Sandeep Sharma 
said, “We’ve filed a review petition 
on the behalf of victim’s parents. 
There were some issues that were 
not brought to the notice of the 
top court. Our demand is that the 
order may be recalled, and the or-
der passed by the trial court con-
firmed by the high court should be 

upheld,” 
The Supreme Court, on Novem-

ber 7 acquitted the three accused, 
setting aside the Delhi High Court 
judgement awarding life sentenc-
es to the trio.

Earlier, On November 23 the 
Central government on Wednes-
day approved the filing of a review 
petition in the Supreme Court 
against the acquittal of the three 
accused in the Chhawla rape and 
murder case. 

On 21 November Delhi Lieuten-
ant Governor VK Saxena had ap-
proved the filing of a review peti-
tion in the Supreme Court against 
the acquittal of the three accused 
in the Chhawla rape and murder 
case. 

This has come days after the 
parents of the 2012 Chhawla gan-
grape victim met Delhi LG VK 
Saxena and requested him to file a 
review petition against the acquit-
tal of all three accused. 

The case pertains to the alleged 
abduction, gang-rape, and mur-
der of a 19-year-old girl from Ut-
tarakhand’s Pauri district by three 
men in the Chhawla area of the na-
tional capital’s Dwarka on Febru-
ary 9, 2012. 

LG Saxena has also approved the 
engagement of Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta and Additional SG 
Aishwariya Bhati to represent the 
Government in the case before the 
top court. 

After the release of two of the 
three accused from Rohini Jail, 
the parents of the deceased teen-
age girl sought police protection, 
out of fear.

The accused were booked on 
February 13, 2012, and the police 
after investigation filed the charge 
sheet and the sessions court 
framed charges against all three 
accused, namely Rahul, Ravi Ku-
mar, and Vinod alias Chhotu on 
May 26, 2012.

Chhawla rape case: SC’s acquittal of convicts challenged

verdict against ews Quota

The All India Backward 
classes Federation (AIBCF) 
on Wednesday filed a review 
petition in Supreme Court 
against its verdict upholding 
10% quota for the economi-
cally weaker sections. 

The review plea argues that 
decision failed to consider 
the contention of the peti-
tioner that affirmative action 
for forward castes/classes 
was a violation of the basic 
structure of the Constitution. 

EWS is reservation for up-
per caste/forward classes, 
with a creamy layer exclu-
sion. It is social/caste reser-
vation, not solely economic 
reservation, the plea added 

The petitioner further 
stated that If EWS were to 
be based solely on economic 
criteria, the petition states 
that it should be available 
to all those disadvantaged 
in terms of applicable eco-
nomic criteria (family in-
come and other indicators 
of economic disadvantage) 
with priority going to those 
more disadvantaged. 

On November 7, a five-
judge Constitution bench of 
the Supreme Court had up-
held the 10% EWS quota in 
a 3:2 judgement. Justices 
Dinesh Maheshwari, Bela 
Trivedi and JB Pardiwala 
upheld the quota, while for-
mer Chief Justice UU Lalit 
and Justice Rabindra Bhat 
dissented from the majority 
opinion. 

On December 5, The Drav-
ida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) had filed a review 
petition in Suprem court 
against its verdict upholding 
10% quota for the economi-
cally weaker sections. 

DMK in its petition said 

that the judgement discrimi-
nates against poor from ST, 
SC & OBC who will be ex-
cluded from the 10% quota, 
when they too are economi-
cally backward. 

Supreme Court has not 
considered or even refer-
ring to the law laid down 
by a larger Bench of the Su-
preme Court in Indra Sawh-
ney case and in fact some 
portions of the impugned 
majority opinions overrules/
rewrites the judgement 
in Indra Sawhney as well 
disregards the Judgement 
in NM Thomas case, and 
coequal bench judgment 
rendered in Nagaraj , Asoka 
Kumar Thakur cases, the 
plea said 

The petitioner also stated 
that the 103rd Constitution-
al Amendment Act, 2019 
has made a large section of 
advanced classes viz. upper 
caste of population eligible 
for easy exclusive luxurious 
reservations. 

The Constitution has given 
them a mask to hide behind 
the misleading term “Eco-
nomically weaker sections”. 
It’s a fact that they have not 
suffered social stigma nor 
discriminated from the so-
ciety or kept away from jobs 
or from the main stream, the 
plea added.

The constitutional amend-
ment does not define the 
term “economically weaker 
sections”. The word “eco-
nomically” appearing in 
the 103rd Constitutional 
Amendment cannot be dis-
junctively read in isolation 
without the word “weaker 
sections” to exclude reser-
vations for SC/ST/OBC’s 
(which is in conflict with Art 
46) who are constitutionally 
recognised weaker sections, 
the plea added

Review petition 
against SC filed 
by AIBCF

yogi Model lauded

for tHe first tiMe

Melinda Gates, co-
founder of the 
Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation (BMGF), 
paid a courtesy call on Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
at his official residence on 
Wednesday.

At a special meeting, be-
tween Gates and the chief 
minister, enhancing techni-
cal cooperation in the fields 
of health, nutrition and ag-
riculture were discussed. 
Adityanath tweeted: “Had 
a wonderful meeting with 
co-chair and trustee of Bill 
and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, at my official residence 
in Lucknow today. We had a 
fruitful discussion regarding 
better technical cooperation 
in the field of health, nutri-
tion, social security and ag-
riculture in UP”.

During their discussion, 
Gates lauded the work done 
by Uttar Pradesh in recent 
years underlining the Covid 
management and encepha-

litis control despite a dense 
population.

“Amidst the challenges 
of Covid, the way, the state 
leadership tackled the is-
sue of dense population and 
various social challenges is 
highly commendable,” Gates 
said.

She also lauded the efforts 
of the Uttar Pradesh Govern-
ment in the areas of health 
security, financial inclusion, 
nutrition, education, women 
empowerment and added, 
“Uttar Pradesh is a model 
not only for India but for the 
whole world”.

Melinda’s Foundation 
has deep ties with Uttar 
Pradesh. Gates said, “there 
are immense possibilities 
for development in Uttar 
Pradesh.

She especially highlighted 
work on infrastructure in 
the past few years. Terming 
it “unprecedented”, Gates 
said the direction of devel-
opment has been right.

Gates also congratulated 
women’s self-help groups 
(SHGs) for the success of 
the nutrition mission and 
praised the efforts being 
made to increase the income 

of farmers by promoting the 
formation of FPOs in the 
largest agricultural state of 
the country.

She lauded the policies for 
women’s empowerment.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief minister said 
that he has closely seen the 
works of the BMGF, which 
has made a commendable 
contribution to the field of 
health and nutrition.

UP received logistics and 
technical support from the 
Foundation amidst the chal-
lenges of Covid. “We are 
grateful to the Foundation 
for this gesture”, Yogi said.

He further said, “Uttar 
Pradesh has achieved satis-
factory success in health and 
nutrition in recent years. 
About 95% of the deaths of 
innocent children caused by 
a disease like encephalitis 
have been controlled.

“Besides, the Foundation 
has cooperated with us for 
effective control of commu-
nicable diseases like Chi-
kungunya and Kala-azar. 

We have received good coop-
eration from global organi-
zations like UNICEF, WHO, 
BMGF and PATH in the 
field of public health includ-
ing in controlling various 
waterborne diseases such 
as encephalitis and Covid 
management. Such efforts 
will continue to be made 
with mutual cooperation”, 
said CM Yogi further.

He said, “There has been 
unprecedented improve-
ment in Uttar Pradesh in the 
field of health and nutrition. 
On many parameters, our 
performance is better than 
the national average.”

He appreciated BMGF’s 
cooperation in reducing 
maternal and infant mor-
tality rates. He also spoke 
about the efforts being made 
in mission mode for the vac-
cination of children under 
PM’s Mission Indradha-
nush.

The result of these efforts is 
that the health security of ev-
ery citizen is being ensured 
in the state”.

up not Just Model for india but 
for world, says Melinda gates

Andhra: Over 1 lakh backward class leaders 
congregate at YSRCP Mahasabha
Madhu SharMa
new delhi

Melinda Gates with uP CM Yogi adityanath

top of the day

uttaraKHand Hc 
perMits cMo to 
go aHead witH 
teen’s abortion
dehRAdun: The ut-
tarakhand high Court has 
permitted the Chief Medi-
cal Officer (CMO), dehra-
dun, to make a medical 
board for the abortion of 
a 13-year-old pregnant 
minor girl immediately. 
The single bench of high 
Court’s senior judge 
Sanjay Kumar Mishra has 
given conditional permis-
sion for the abortion of a 
13-year-old pregnant girl 
from dehradun in an order 
passed on wednesday, 
december 6. The court 
has directed to present the 
information in this matter 
on 9th december. The 
victim girl is 25 weeks and 
4 days pregnant. As a rule, 
abortion is not allowed 
after 24 weeks.

pil on 
constitutional 
validity to be 
Heard by sc
new delhi: The Supreme 
Court on wednesday 
agreed to list next week for 
hearing a Pil challenging 
the constitutional validity 
of various provisions of the 
uttar Pradesh Gangster 
and Anti-Social Activities 
Prevention Act, 1986. This 
petition has been filed by 
Advocate on Record Ansar 
Ahmed Chaudhary. The 
petitioner challenged the 
Section 3, 12 and 14 of the 
Act as well as Rules 16(3), 
22, 35, 37(3) and 40 of the 
2021 Rules. The sec-
tions of law and rules are 
violative of Articles 14, 19, 
20(2), 21 and 300A of the 
Constitution and the Basic 
Structure of the Constitu-
tion, it added.

raJastHan cong 
leader riJu 
JHunJHunwala 
steps down
JAiPuR: Amid the ongo-
ing Rajasthan leg of 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra, 
Congress leader and 
businessman Riju Jhun-
jhunwala on wednesday 
resigned from the primary 
membership of the party 
stating personal reasons. 
Riju Jhunjhunwala 
contested the lok Sabha 
elections from Ajmer in 
2019. he sent his registra-
tion letter to Rajasthan 
Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot, Senior party leader 
Sachin Pilot and Congress 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge, stating that he 
tried to serve the party 
through various activities 
but in vain.

india to Host 
17tH pravasi 
bHartiya 
diwas in indore
new delhi: external Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar 
on wednesday informed 
the Parliament that india 
will be hosting the 17th 
Pravasi Bhartiya diwas 
(PBd) in indore in January 
2023. “After a gap of 2 
years, india will be hosting 
the 17th PBd in indore 
from 8-10 January 2023. 
President of Guyana irfaan 
Ali will be the chief guest 
of the PBd,” Jaishankar 
said in Rajya Sabha while 
delivering his remarks 
on the ‘latest develop-
ments in india’s Foreign 
Policy’. Guyana President 
Mohamed irfaan Ali is set 
to be the Chief Guest at 
the 17th PBd Convention, 
scheduled to be held in 
indore next month.
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FOREX CRUNCH: 400 VEGETABLES 
CONTAINERS STUCK AT KARACHI 

56 CBI cases against MLAs, 
MPs from 2017: Centre

CRISIS SHOCKING 

TDG NETWORK 
KARACHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Owing to the lack of foreign 
exchange reserves in Paki-
stan and an ongoing econom-
ic crisis, over 400 containers 
of imported vegetables were 
stuck at various terminals of 
Karachi seaport, Business 
Recorder said citing a letter 
from All Pakistan Fruit and 
Vegetable Exporter, Import-
ers and Merchants Associa-
tion (PFVA) on Wednesday.
These containers of onion, 
ginger, and garlic, which 
were imported from China, 
Egypt, Thailand, and other 
nations to meet the South 
Asian country’s domestic 
demand, landed at Karachi 
Port three to four days ago, 
according to PFVA. “We 
would like to submit that the 

containers of onion are still 
held up at the various termi-
nals of Karachi seaport since 
the commercial banks are 
not releasing the documents 
due to non-availability of 
foreign exchange as per the 
statement of the banks,” the 
letter said.

However, the containers 
remain stuck at the Karachi 
port due to a lack of foreign 
exchange reserves.

417 containers of onions, 
ginger, and garlic, totalling 
USD 5.4 million, are still in 
the country’s seaports. These 
include over 250 onion con-
tainers valued at about USD 
2.2 million, 63 ginger con-
tainers worth about USD 
816,480, and 104 garlic con-
tainers worth about USD 
2.533 million, according to 
Business Recorder.

The PFVA claimed that 
the excessive delay in the 
timely clearance of vegetable 
containers would result in 
a daily increase in the cost 
of the containers, including 
terminal fees and shipping 
fees, the Business Recorder 
reported.

Despite Pakistan’s finance 
minister Ishaq Dar’s repeat-
ed assurances for Sukuk 
payment, the international 
market is unwilling to trust 
the confirmations as the na-
tion’s economy struggles to 
avoid default by borrowing 
more from the markets, do-
nors, commercial banks and 
friendly nations.

Pakistan has been gripped 
by political turmoil since Im-
ran Khan was removed from 
office through a vote of confi-
dence in April. 

Ministry of Personnel, 
Public Grievances and 
Pensions (Department of 
Personnel and Training) 
on Wednesday informed 
in the Parliament that 56 
cases were registered by 
CBI against MLAs and 
MPs from 2017 to 2022 (up 
to 31.10.2022) out of which 
chargesheets were filed in 
22 cases. 

In response to questions 
in the Lok Sabha by MP 
Mala Roy, Minister of State 
in the Ministry of Person-
nel, Public Grievances and 
Pensions (Department of 
Personnel and Training) Dr 
Jitendra Singh in a written 
reply stated, “The number 
of cases registered by CBI 
from 2017 to 2022 (upto 

31.10.2022) against Mem-
bers of Legislative Assem-
blies (MLAs) and Members 
of Parliament (MPs) is 56.” 
“Out of 56 cases registered, 
charge-sheets have been 
filed in 22 cases,” he stated. 

According to the data 
shared, the highest num-
ber of cases registered 
against MLAs/MPs is in 
Andhra Pradesh with 10. 
This was followed by Ut-
tar Pradesh and Kerala 
with six in both states. Five 
cases each in West Bengal 
and Arunachal Pradesh. 
Four cases in Tamil Nadu, 
three each in Delhi, Bihar 
and Manipur. Two each in 
Karnataka and Jammu and 
Kashmir. One each in Hary-
ana, Chhattisgarh, Megha-
laya, Uttarakhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Lakshadweep. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Clean sweep: AAP ends BJP rule in 
Delhi civic body

Both the parties held on to hope as the count-
ing began at 8 am, with the BJP claiming to win 
the elections for the fourth time, while the AAP 

exuded confidence in winning the elections. 
“The BJP has got the answer today that the people of Delhi 

vote for those who work, and not for the ones who defame. 
The BJP fielded its MPs, Ministers, CBI and ED, but the 
people of Delhi still voted for the AAP. The people have 
given a befitting reply to the BJP for the allegations that 
it levelled against Kejriwal. We will make Delhi the most 
beautiful city in the world,” Raghav Chadha said earlier. 

He also said that BJP covered the city in the garbage and 
the AAP will clean the city once it wins the polls. “Mayor 
will be from AAP. BJP had covered Delhi in the garbage, 
it’ll be cleaned and Arvind Kejriwal’s govt will be formed in 
MCD. People of Delhi had decided to bring AAP in MCD so 
that Delhi become clean and beautiful,” he said.

The high-stakes civic polls are largely seen as a three-way 
contest between the BJP, the AAP and the Congress. 

Delhi had witnessed highly charged campaigning by 
AAP and BJP which made top leaders, including Union 
ministers, chief ministers of BJP-ruled states and MPs hit 
the streets for door-to-door campaigning and meetings to 
garner public support.

This was the first civic election after the fresh delimitation 
exercise. There were 272 wards in Delhi and three corpora-
tions - NDMC, SDMC, and EDMC in Delhi from 2012-2022 
that later reunified into an MCD that had formally come 
into existence on May 22. 

Kejriwal seeks PM’s blessings, 
says will work together with BJP

Kejriwal was addressing the party workers and candi-
dates after registering a win in the Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi polls as AAP won 134 seats out of 250 wards in the 
polls, and the BJP won 104 wards. 

“I congratulate the people of Delhi for this win and thank 
them for bringing change. We have fulfilled the responsi-
bilities that the people of Delhi gave us. I am indebted to 
you for believing in me and giving me love. We all have to 
work together. I appeal to all the candidates and parties 
that politics was only till today, we all have to work for the 
betterment of Delhi,” Kejriwal said. 

The Chief Minister sought cooperation from the BJP and 
Congress in working “together” for the city. 

“I want cooperation from the BJP and the Congress. I ex-
pect their cooperation. I appeal to the Centre and ask for the 
Prime Minister’s blessings to make Delhi better. We have to 
make MCD corruption-free. Today, the people of Delhi have 
given a message to the entire nation,” he said.

Sisodia’s claim: AAP councillors 
getting calls

He said the newly elected councillors have been instruct-
ed to record “such phone calls” in case they receive one.

“BJP’s game has begun. Our newly elected councilors 
have started receiving phone calls. None of our council-
lors will be sold. We have told all our councillors that if 
they get a phone call or if someone comes to meet them, 
they should record those calls and meetings,” Sisodia said 
in a tweet in Hindi.

BJP IT department head Amit Malviya also suggested 
that the mayor’s election is still an open game and noted 
that Chandigarh, where its rival was the largest party, has 
a mayor from BJP ranks.

“Now over to electing a mayor for Delhi. It will all depend 
on who can hold the numbers in a close contest, which way 
the nominated councillors vote etc. Chandigarh has a BJP 
mayor, for instance,” he said in a tweet.

D-Day: Counting of votes in 
Gujarat, Himachal today 

counting agents and observers appointed by the Election 
Commission of India.

Local police will be deployed outside the counting centre 
campus. There will be a tight presence of the State Reserve 
Police Force (SRPF) at the counting location and Central 
Armed Police Forces (CAPF) outside the counting centre 
gates. No person or vehicle will be allowed to enter the com-
plex except for officials on duty and specially authorized 
political representatives.

For counting for the Himachal Pradesh also, elabo-
rate arrangements have been put in place for the 
counting of votes for the 68-member assembly on 
Thursday with the deployment of around ten thou-
sand duty staff including security personnel, Chief 
Electoral Officer Maneesh Garg said on Wednesday. 
A team of returning officers and assistant returning offi-
cers have also been deployed to ensure a smooth count-
ing process, he said. The counting of votes for assem-
bly elections 2022 will start at 68 counting halls in 59 
locations throughout the state on Thursday morning. 
The first randomization for the entire process was 
completed on December 1 and the first schedule 
of training was conducted on December 2 and 3. 
“Besides, the second randomization process was 
completed on December 6 and the second train-
ing process was organized on Wednesday,” the CEO 
said while adding that the third randomization will 
take place on Thursday before the counting begins. 
Garg said that depending upon the availability of the space, 
a maximum of 14 counting tables and a minimum of 8 
counting tables would be available in the counting halls. 

RBI hikes rate to keep inflation 
anchored, EMI to go up
likelihood of a bountiful rabi harvest. 

However, the Governor said pressure points remained in 
the form of prices of cereals, milk and spices in the near-
term. He added that the main risk was that core inflation 
(CPI excluding food and fuel) remains sticky and elevated. 
“Overall, the CPI price momentum remains high. Risks 
from adverse weather events add to uncertainty in the 
outlook.” 

On RBI’s inflation target, he said global commodity prices, 
including crude oil, have undergone some downward cor-
rection, but uncertainty continues to surround the near-
term outlook in view of the prolonging geo-political hos-
tilities. “The outlook for the US dollar and hence imported 
inflation also remains uncertain. Moreover, the resurgence 
in domestic services sector activity could also lead to price 
increases, especially as firms pass on input costs.” 

The Governor said taking into account these factors and 
assuming an average crude oil price (Indian basket) of USD 
100 per barrel, headline inflation is projected at 6.7 per cent 
in 2022-23, with the third quarter (Q3) at 6.6 per cent and 
fourth quarter (Q4) at 5.9 per cent. “The risks are evenly 
balanced. CPI inflation for Q1: 2023-24 (first quarter in 
next financial year) is projected at 5 per cent and for second 
quarter (Q2) at 5.4 per cent, on the assumption of a normal 
monsoon,” he said. 

Talking about India’s growth, the Governor said In-
dia’s real GDP growth for 2022-23 is projected at 6.8 
per cent, with the third quarter (Q3) at 4.4 per cent and 
the fourth quarter (Q4) at 4.2 per cent and added that 
the risks are evenly balanced. “Real GDP growth is pro-
jected at 7.1 per cent for Q1 in 2023-24 and at 5.9 per cent 
for Q2. Even after this revision in our growth projection 
for 2022-23, India will still be among the fastest-growing 
major economies in the world,” the Governor added. 
Speaking on liquidity and financial markets, the RBI Gov-
ernor said, “When the monetary policy tightening is glob-
ally over, the tide will surely turn. Capital flows to India 
will improve and external financing conditions will ease.” 

Compromise of parliamentary 
sovereignty: Dhankhar slams 
NJAC verdict
that “this House, in concert with the Lok Sabha, is duty 
bound to address the issue”. 

In his maiden speech in Rajya Sabha on the first day of the 
winter session of Parliament, the Vice President said de-
mocracy blossoms and flourishes when its three facets - the 
legislature, the judiciary and the executive scrupulously ad-
here to their respective domains. The Vice President talked 
of the need to catalyze wholesome environment to promote 
synergic functioning of Constitutional Institutions and em-
phasised the need to respect “Laxman Rekha”. 

He said the Parliament in a much-needed historic step 
passed the 99th Constitutional Amendment Bill paving 
way for the National Judicial Appointment Commission 
(NJAC). 

Dhankar said there was unprecedented support to the leg-
islation and the two Houses passed it almost unanimously 
in August 2014. “Rarely in Parliamentary democracy, there 

has been such massive support to a Constitutional legisla-
tion. This process fructified into a Constitutional prescrip-
tion, after 16 State Assemblies out of 29 States ratified the 
Central Legislation; the President of India in terms of Arti-
cle 111 accorded his consent on 31 December 2014,” he said. 

Dhankar said historic parliamentary mandate “was un-
done” by the Supreme Court on 16 October 2015 by a ma-
jority of 4:1 finding the same as not being in consonance 
with the judicially evolved doctrine of ‘Basic Structure’ of 
the Constitution. 

“There is no parallel to such a development in democratic 
history where a duly legitimised constitutional prescription 
has been judicially undone. A glaring instance of severe 
compromise of parliamentary sovereignty and disregard 
of the mandate of the people of which this house and the 
Lok Sabha are custodians,” he said. 

“We need to bear in mind that in democratic governance 
basic of any ‘Basic Structure’ is the prevalence of primacy 
of the mandate of the people reflected in the Parliament. 
Parliament is the exclusive and ultimate determinative of 
the architecture of the Constitution,” he added. 

Dhankar said it is disconcerting to note that on such 
momentous issue, so vital to democratic fabric, “there has 
been no focus in the Parliament, now for over seven years”. 
“This House, in concert with the Lok Sabha, being cus-
todian of the ordainment of the people, is duty bound 
to address the issue, and I am sure it will do so,” he said. 
The Vice President said the sublimity of doctrine of 
separation of powers, is realised when legislature, ju-
diciary and executive optimally function in tandem 
and togetherness, meticulously ensuring scrupu-
lous adherence to respective jurisdictional domain. 

IAF boosts Su-30 with 250km 
strike range missile

capability of the aircraft,” defence sources said. 
The capability would allow the Indian Air Force to strike 

down enemy military camps and terrorist infrastructure 
as it did during the Balakot operations in 2019 from well 
within its own territory. 

“The new missile would be important for the Su-30 fleet 
of the IAF as integrating long-range missiles from Euro-
pean or American origin would not be easy in view of the 
global situation,” the sources said. 

The IAF is also upgrading the Su-30s in an upgrade 
programme expected to cost over Rs30,000 and would 
begin with 85 planes. 

The IAF currently has around 260 of these heavy air 
superiority fighter jets which are now flying in sync with 
the most modern Rafale fighter planes of the force. The 
IAF has strengthened the capabilities of the Su-30s in 
a big way with the addition of the BrahMos supersonic 
cruise missiles which can hit targets at over 500 kilo-
metres. 

The air-to-air missiles have also seen an upgrade while 
the made-in-India Astra - all weather beyond-visual-
range air-to-air, and Rudram anti-radiation next-gener-
ation missiles have been added to the fleet. The BrahMos 
capability can help the Air Force to tackle any long-range 
tracking radar like that of the S-400 air defence systems. 

G20 Presidency a huge 
opportunity: PM Modi

is increasing its participation on global platform, at a time 
like this, India receiving  the G20 Presidency is a huge op-
portunity,” PM Modi said. 

“This G20 Summit is not only a diplomatic event, but it 
is also an opportunity to showcase India’s capability to the 
world. Such a large country, mother of democracy, such 
diversity, such capability-it’s an opportunity for the world 
to know India and for India to show its capability to the 
world,” he added. 

Tiger found hanging by neck in 
Panna Tiger Reserve 

in a village Vikrampur on Panna-Satna road, it 
is located in   the territorial forest of North  Panna. 
As the investigations started by afternoon on De-
cember 7, officials of the Special Task Force, 
the Tiger Strike Force and local police arrived 
at the scene. Sniffer dogs were also deployed . 
Sanjeev Jha, the chief conservator of forest (CCF) Chattar-
pur  told media “  poachers wanted to kill some other animal 
but the tiger  was caught in the noose”.

Madhya Pradesh has already earned a dubious distinction 
of the place with maximum number of poaching. In the last 
four years from 2018 to 2021, poaching cases have gone up 
by 21 % in India, reveals a report of TRAFFIC (South East 
Asia), a leading non-governmental organisation working 
globally on trade in wild animals and plants in the context 
of both biodiversity conservation and sustainable develop-
ment. The TRAFFIC report revealed that “by location of 
seizure, four of the top five states/provinces were in India: 
Madhya Pradesh (108), Maharashtra (105), Karnataka (83), 
and Uttar Pradesh (77).

In Panna, sources said that there was hardly any patrol-
ling taking place in the forest area where the tiger was 
killed. The CCF said,” we will take lessons from this inci-
dent and will step up patrolling.”

This was not an isolated case of poaching in Panna . In the 
past too, tigers were killed after they stepped out from the 
park, revealed an official. This male tiger also appeared to 
have strayed out from the park, department sources said, 
after he was separated from his mother. “Over two year 
of age, the young tiger was creating his territory when the 
poachers struck” they claimed.

Maharashtra, Karnataka suspend 
bus services

Corporation KK Lamani said, “The government 
bus services to Maharashtra have been temporar-
ily suspended on the instructions of Karnataka 
Police.” “More than 460 buses scheduled to de-
part from the Chikkodi-Belagavi section have been 
temporarily suspended, and the buses are opera-
tional only up to the Karnataka border,” he added. 
In the wake of the protest and escalating ten-
sions, the people from local outfits in Solapur, on 
Wednesday, spray black paint on the Karnataka 
buses and CM Bommai’s photo amid continuing pro-
tests over the border issue between the two states. 
The State Transport Department confirmed that this 
has been done after a security alert from the police de-
partment that buses might be targeted and attacked 
inside Karnataka during the agitations related to the 
ongoing Maharashtra-Karnataka border dispute. 
Maharashtra State Road Transport Corporation has sus-
pended bus services to Karnataka amid security alter 
following the flare-up over the Belagavi border dispute.

The State Transport Department confirmed that 
this has been done after a security alert from the po-
lice department that buses might be targeted and at-
tacked inside Karnataka during the agitations related 
to the ongoing Maharashtra-Karnataka border dispute. 
The decision was taken reportedly in the wake of the 
security alert that the buses might get attacked in Kar-
nataka during the agitations.

The Maharashtra government said the bus services 
would resume after there is a clearance from the police 
about the safety and security of the passengers.

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thac-
keray) MP Sanjay Raut launched a blistering at-
tack on the ruling Eknath Shinde government in 
the state as he dared the chief minister to ask the 
Centre declare the disputed area between Ma-
harashtra and Karnataka as a Union Territory. 
“It is a fight for humanity,” said Raut while speaking to 
reporters here and added, “ On Tuesday, Maharashtra 
Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis said that he 
would speak with Union Home Minister Amit Shah over 
the ongoing Maharashtra-Karnataka border dispute. 

Earlier, Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj S Bommai 
and his Maharashtra counterpart Eknath Shinde also 
discussed the issue over a call on Tuesday and agreed 
that both states should maintain peace, law and order. 
Bommai stressed on the harmonious relationship be-
tween the people of both states, saying that the border 
issue will be resolved legally in the Supreme Court. 
The border dispute between Maharashtra and Karnataka 
goes back to the implementation of the State Reorganiza-
tion Act, of 1956. The then Maharashtra government had 
demanded the readjustment of its border with Karnataka. 
Following this, a four-member committee was 
formed by both states. The Maharashtra gov-
ernment had expressed willingness to trans-
fer 260 predominantly Kannada-speaking vil-
lages, but Karnataka turned down the proposal. 
Now, both Karnataka and Maharashtra governments 
have approached the apex court to expedite the matter, 
which is still pending. 

LOK SABHA TV DOESN’T GIVE SPACE 
TO OPPOSITION: RAHUL GANDHI

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi, 
during his ongoing Bharat 
Jodo Yatra on Wednesday, 
accused the Lok Sabha TV 
that runs parliament ses-
sions of not giving space to 
the opposition.

Gandhi said that the chan-
nel never turns towards the 
opposition in the parlia-
mentary session whenever 
they try to raise issues like 
demonetisation or China. 

“When we want to speak in 
Parliament on demonetisa-
tion, GST or China issue, our 
mics are turned off, the cam-
era never comes towards us. 

‘Speaker is from Rajasthan’, 
Lok Sabha TV likes his face, 
throughout 24 hrs they 
show only his face,” Way-

anad MP said in Kota during 
his Bharat Jodo Yatra that is 
currently in Rajasthan.

Gandhi further said that 
his party delivered on its 
promises and waived loans 
of 22 lakh farmers in Ra-
jasthan and accused the 
Narendra Modi-led Central 
government of not fulfilling 
his promise to give national 
project status to Eastern Raj-
asthan Canal Project (ERCP).

Talking about the yatra, 
Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot said that it 

was for saving the country, 
its constitution and its de-
mocracy.
“The ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ has 
been taken out to save the 
country, its constitution and 
its democracy,” Gehlot said.
“We do what we say. Loans 
of 22 lakh farmers have been 
waived,” the Congress leader 
said.

Earlier on Sunday evening, 
a video of the impromptu 
dance performance sur-
faced on social media, show-
ing Rahul, Gehlot and Pilot 
holding hands and dancing 
with folk artists on the stage.

The Bharat Jodo Yatra has 
so far covered parts of Tamil 
Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana and Maharashtra, and 
entered Rajasthan on 5 De-
cember.
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save soil campaign 

Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev 
, founder of Ishayoga 
centre, while talking 

to Jaiprakash Ramaiah  gave 
his insight on his campaign 
“Save Soil” which he initi-
atedto save the degradation 
of the soil and prevent the 
planet from desertification. 
He also shared his thoughts 
on various topics like  G20, 
parenting technique, drugs, 
youth blindly following 
western countries, Uniform 
Civil Code, need of reserva-
tion and environment.
   Sadhguru is making it to the 
headlines because of his “Save 
Soil” campaign. Prior to this, 
he initiated a first of its kind 
campaign  called “Cauvery 
Calling” which settled the 
standard for how India’s riv-
ers--nation’s lifelines--can be 
revitalized. It will transform 
the lives of 84 million people.

TDG Network: First on your 
campaign, Save Soil, tell us about 
this campaign and how impor-
tant it is to humanity 
Sadhguru: I would like you 
to change your context about 
this as it is not my campaign, 
if it is not your campaign I 
don’t wish to talk because 
it has to be your campaign, 
it has to be this generation’s 
campaign so this is very im-
portant and I am saying this 
to you because everybody 
needs to understand . This is 
not about me, this is not about 
a certain organization. This 
is about this generation wak-
ing up, doing the right things, 
to turn back from a brink of 
disaster. The most serious-
ness of this disaster is that 
it is happening quietly. The 
microorganism extinction is 
happening.  27,000 species 
per year are going extinct. If 
we would continue like this, 
every responsible scientist es-
timates somewhat between 
25-40 years. This slide can go 
into tumbles if we don’t push 
it back and then we will be 
a very regretful generation 
and that we should not be 
and rather we should be that 
generation which turn back 
from a brink of disaster. If 
that needs to happen, Save 
Soil should rule everybody’s 
mind for the next two years 
because if we want to do this 
now we can turn this around 
in a matter of 8-15 years max 
in the world but if you leave 
this for another 25 years and 
then try to do it , it will take 
150-300 years. This is what 
scientists are saying.

TDG Network: You have 
started the Kaveri, ‘Save Kaveri’ 
and now ‘Save Soil’. Is this also 
failure of successive governments 
to give impetus to rease the issues 
or in simple words how can we 
contribute and take this as our 
campaign ?
Sadhguru: See we need to 
understand this. Democratic 
governments are elected for 
five years time. They always 
try to do what can be achieved 
in five years because they 
have to show their balance 
sheet otherwise they won’t be 
elected again one way or the 
other. Why will they attempt 
something which will take 
15-20 years to show results.  
Unless people say we want 
this to happen, why would 
they do it? This is the aspect 
all those long term issues 
which are vital to our well be-
ing and the survival of future 
generations on this planet. 
Nobody wants to attain to it 
because we have short term 
everywhere. Because the 
democratic process it is like 
that. How many governments 
continue the policy of previ-

ous governments? Because 
if they continue that, people 
will ask what new did you 
do? You didn’t do anything. 
So always they try to do some-
thing new leaving the old and 
taking up the new. That is not 
the way. Sustaining the old is 
needed. If the sustained ap-
plication needs to happen, ev-
ery responsible citizen must 
continue to raise their voice 
about their concern for soil. 
Concern for soil is the con-
cern for future of this nation. 
Concern for soil is concern for 
future well being of children. 
Without taking care of our 
soil which we always refer 
to our mother in this land. 
When we say mother we are 
not talking about emotional 
relationship with that one 
particular woman we call as 
mother. When we say mother 
it is a source. Soil is our moth-
er. Planet is our mother. We 
are saying this is our source. 
Today we have forgotten that 
our roots are in the soil. 

TDG Network: As an individ-
ual and for millions of viewers, 
how can we own this campaign?
Sadhguru: owning the cam-
paign is just this that every-
day say something about 
save soil. Every individual 
has this capability. Sitting in 
your home every day you can 
impact number of people. Do 
whatever you have to do. You 
going and fixing your kitchen 
garden is very cute but it is 
not a solution. The solution 
is only when soil policies are 
done for agriculture land be-
cause in this country nearly 
80 % of the land is farmed 
and average organic content 
in our soil is supposed to be 
0.68 which is below the 1 % 
level which is considered as 
desertification. The mini-
mum organic content neces-
sary to call soil as soil is 3-6 
%. We are far away from that. 

TDG Network: Guruji has 
a way with words, he inspires 
many people. His clarity of 
thoughts and spontaneity is 
what we love so I would go little 
in socio-economic things that we 
can discuss and he can give us 
some perspective on that.  Has 
India’s time come as G20 is hap-
pening and you are also going to 
be a part of this so how do you see 
this coming?
Sadhguru: Do you want a 
prediction or a plan?

TDG Network: Plan of course !
Sadhguru: Don’t look for 
predictions because people 
who look for predictions 
don’t have a plan. We need a 
plan. So now for this coun-
try for the first time we have 
a long term plans. G20 is 
definitely a big step and one 
fortunate thing about G20 is 
they have set a goal by 2040. 
Soil degradation should be 
turned around. At least some 
percentage they have set. But 
it is not the best goal but at 
least it is a goal. At least we 
are moving towards a solu-
tion rather than hurtling to-
wards a problem. So G20 is 
a significant step. Know that 
20 top nations in the world 
which account for over 40 
trillion plus economy, now 
we are heading that socio-
economic group.  It is not 
that all of them will follow 
whatever we say but today we 
have the power to change the 
narrative in favour of India. 
Generally the narrative has 
not been in the favour of In-
dia for geo-political reasons. 
Today and in this next 1 year, 
we have significant opportu-
nity to obtain that narrative. 
So this must be a clear cut 
plan that how we change the 
narrative. So this wonderful 
that central government has 

decided that meeting will not 
just happen in these confer-
ence halls, in five star hotels 
rather it will also happen in 
cultural centers, spiritual 
centers, so that people get a 
flavour of India. Of course 
the flavour of India has not 
reached the world. We have 
not unleashed our soft pow-
er as we should because for 
thousands of years the soft 
power of India drew people 
from around the world.  This 
one year is a very big oppor-
tunity to do that.

TDG Network: Talkling about 
India at large, on one side we are 
seen as progressive nation on the 
other we are seeing regressive 
steps. We are seeing here is some 
politician doing Bharat Jodo 
Yara, one comment is of Siya 
Ram vs Jai Shree Ram. How 
do you see this kind of scenario?
Sadhguru:  See it is okay in 
democracy there will be lot 
of noise because everybody 
can speak is the nature of de-
mocracy. In democracy there 
is no person appointed to 
speak. Everybody can speak 
so naturally it will be a chaotic 
noise. I think we have learned 
and slowly the population are 
learning to pick out what is 

sensible and what is not sen-
sible, what is relevant and 
what is not. Those who speak 
irrelevant things will move to 
relevance. Those who speak 
relevant things will come to 
relevance. There will be some 
confusion initially because if 
you try to correct that then 
you will try to take away the 
free speech.

TDG Network: I am jumping 
from subject to subject randomly 
given the time constraint. This is 

about parenting. We have seen 
post Covid, kids are hooked on to 
mobile phones most of the times. 
How should parents rectify this?
Sadhguru: Why are you 
blaming Covid for that? 

TDG Network:  Online, we 
infact force them to get online!
Sadhguru: Now Indian com-
panies are manufacturing 
smart phones. Do you want 
to sell them or no? So I want 
you to understand there is 
an economic angle to every-
thing. Society is now ruled by 
economic access. When we 
have created a society like 
this there can be downside to 
those things. These are things 
we must manage. Parents 
should not complaint that my 
child is hooked to phone. Par-
ents should make themselves 
so interesting. If you cannot 
do that then you should re-
think whether you should 
have children or not. People 
who are yet to have must thin 
am I capable of being a good 
parent. Can I add to the well 
being of this world by con-
tributing and if not then take 
care of something else. It is 
not necessary. You are not in 
agricultural society that ev-
eryone must have children to 

do their land. So this is very 
important, once you have a 
child it is a 20 year project. 
If you are not ready for a 20 
year project then you must 
think about it. It is not a com-
pulsory thing that everybody 
should reproduce. 

TDG Network: Follow up 
question is in recent times, con-
traceptives and drugs were found 
in school bags. This is a disturbed 
mindset of parents who send chil-
dren to schools and paying lakhs 

and lakhs of fees. So how do we 
tackle such situation? 
Sadhguru: If you think lakhs 
and lakhs of fees and invest-
ment will fix your child that 
is not it. It is very important 
for every parent to do from 
an early age of child that you 
must become the best friend 
of your child. Right now you 
are trying to be the boss, they 
got friends outside. All par-
ents must understand that 
the only qualification you 
have beyond children is you 
came here a few years early. 
You don’t know any better life 
than they do. So if they have 
to listen to you, you must 
have a very intimate friend-
ship. If you talk around like 
a boss giving orders, they 
will do something that their 
friends are advising them to 
do. So it is very very impor-
tant that home must become 
very strong not with rules but 
with love and relationship. 

TDG Network: The youth of 
this country is looking westward 
for almost 25-30 years. Our life-
styles have changed.  Any word 
of advice for them?
Sadhguru: Yes west or 
more than west I would say 
America has become the 
ideal. Because we are grow-
ing up on that culture. So it 
is very important our enter-
tainment grows independent 
of the western influence. Our 
media grows independent of 
western influence. Our con-
tent creators grow indepen-
dent of the western influence. 
Not that we should not be in-
fluenced at all. We can take 
things from the west but if i 
walk into a room generally 
i see I am the only one who 
looks like an Indian, every-
one else  looks like they have 
landed from somewhere else. 
It doesn’t make any sense to 
me but such people are run-
ning companies and every-
body is investing in these 
companies. It concerns me 
because if you do not know 
how to respond to a given 
situation, how do you take 
charge of everybody’s sav-
ing, run a company? It is 
dangerous. 

TDG Network: What is your 
take on Uniform Civil code, the 
NDA wants to bring in?
Sadhguru: It is not NDA, 
UPA all this stuff. Lets under-
stand this. In any nation, if we 
want a nation, it is important 
all of us have a same law. One 
law for me one law for you 
is not going to work in long 
term. For everybody’s well 
being, if I just have to look 
at you as a human being the 
laws are applied to me must 
apply to you. No citizen of 
India should be looked 
upon with resentment by 
other citizen of India that 
will inevitably happen 
when you have special ad-
vantages that I don’t have. So 
Uniform law, uniform code 
everything 
for everybody 
irrespective of 
gender caste 
creed religion. 

Everybody being under the 
same law, getting the same 
opportunity, to prosper, must 
be created and if you don’t 
create this platform you 
don’t have a nation. 

TDG Network: My another 
question is when do we end this 
reservation concept?
Sadhguru: See we must un-
derstand that reservation was 
put in place as a temporary 
arrangement but we must 
also understand the 
prejudice of 
thousands 
of years is 
not gone. 
Still it is 
there 
and 
you 
may 
not 

see that in Bangalore city 
but if you go to the villages, 
elections are still fought on 
the caste basis. So when 

you will drop your caste 
discrimination, you can 
keep your caste identity 

because our differences 
need not become discrimi-

nation. When you drop 
the discrimination, you 

can drop the reserva-
tion. 

TDG 
Network: 
Sadhguru, 
your mes-
sage to our 
viewers on 

environment 
and these cam-

paigns?
Sadhguru:   If 
you have love or 
concern for your 
children, for 
the future well 
being of our 
beloved planet 
you must Save 
Soil. Everyday 
you must keep 
the day up. You 
don’t have to 
go fix the soil, 
you just have 
to raise your 
voice so that 
the neces-
sary policies 
w i l l  h a p -
pen in the 
country. Al-
ready we are 
moving in 
that direc-
tion. I have 
no doubt 
whether 
th is  wi l l 
happen 
or not. We 

are definitely 
moving there. 
Pace is impor-
tant. What im-
portant is that 
it must happen 
in our time not 
100 years later. 
For this all re-
sponsible citizens 
keeping their 
voice up is very 
very important. 

Please make that happen. 
Save Soil.   

soil is our mother, we need to care for it: sadhguru
In a free-wheeling interview with ITV Network’s  Jaiprakash Ramaiah, Isha Foundation’s Sadhguru Jaggi 
Vasudev gave  insight on his campaign ‘Save Soil’ which is intended to  prevent the desertification of the planet.

 
Concern for soil 

is the concern for future 
of this nation. Concern for soil 
is concern for future well being 
of children. We need to care of 
our soil which we always refer 

to our mother in this land. 
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Win, lose or draw 
on the war in 
Ukraine,  the 

West, overall, is in trouble—
or at least on a negative trajec-
tory—even if it were to find 
a mecca of a cheap energy 
source. Why? You could focus 
on identity politics, wokism 
and the creepy ever-growing 
creep of the highly techno-
logically advanced security 
state ever widening its net. 
But I am more into basics 
like long-term growth tra-
jectories, labour stability 
and availability, productiv-
ity, GNP growth, business 
and commercial friendly 
regulatory environments. 
And, secondarily I focus on 

popular sentiment about the 
future and government.

Let us look at some good 
examples. Some come from 
Professor Graham Allison 
in his lecture at Harvard 
University (on YouTube) 
on whether there will be 
war between the West and 
China. He gives a whole lot 
of statistics demonstrating 
the overall fast growth of the 
Chinese economy. For 1978, 
he shows that 90% of the 
Chinese people were living 
on two dollars or less a day. 
And the remarkable degree 
to which mass deep poverty 
in the 1980s has become a 
very small part of the China 
of today. In fact, by 2014, and 
no doubt beyond only one in a 
hundred are living in extreme 
poverty.

As implied by Allison, such 
fast paced progress was due 
to the serious goals and time 
frames. Xi Jinping, the Chi-
nese leader, his officials and 
his post Mao predecessors 
set for the country on the 
long term. But even a clip 
from his lecture shows how 
serious the Chinese are about 

fulfilling short-term goals. 
Allison showed a time lapse 
video of a small bridge being 
reconstructed in Beijing done 
entirely in 43 hours, when a 
small bridge near the Har-
vard campus has taken years 
to renovate.

I will add the famed 
doomed California fast train 
system. The Gaurdian (UK) 
headline says it all. “Despite 
14 years of work and about 
$5bn spent, the 2008 prom-
ise of quick transport be-
tween Los Angeles and San 
Francisco has not material-
ized.” Contrast over the same 
period as according to Xin-
hua news, “The total length of 
high-speed rail lines in China 
came in at about 37,900 km 
at the end of 2020 and was 
up about 2,900 km from 
2019 and almost twice that 
of 2015.”

And what do we have in the 
UK? In Britain, speaking of 
train service, it has been on 
strike. Only an intermission 
due to the passing away of the 
late Queen Elizabeth II, inter-
rupted the work stoppage. 
Several years ago, former UK 
Prime Minister Liz Truss, in 
a famous report, derided the 
lack of work ethic and devo-
tion to aspiration by too many 
native Britons. Many today, as 
polls show, are very uncertain 
of their future. She even went 
as far as praising the greater 
commitment and ambition 
by many Indian immigrants 
to get ahead. Truss seemed 
worried that England has 

been in a too low productiv-
ity situation for way too long 
which undermines economic 
growth. Piers Morgan, one of 
England’s most famous talk 
show hosts, goes further in a 
recent YouTube clip. He cat-
egorizes Britain as essentially 
a basket case.

An Ash Center polls under-
scores the important contrast 
between the US and China. 
From the Harvard Gazette: 
“Survey team found that 
compared to public opinion 
patterns in the U.S., in China 
there was very high satisfac-
tion with the central govern-
ment. In 2016, the last year 
the survey was conducted, 
95.5% of respondents were 
either ‘relatively satisfied’ or 
‘highly satisfied’.” It goes on 
and says only 38% in Amer-
ica were so.

And speaking of India, 
it has seen extremely fast 
growth, registering well over 
6% over recent years and up 
to around 12% in recent quar-
ters. Its technology sector has 
been fast developing and its 
major companies have been 
important sources of invest-
ment capital for England. In 
fact, exogenous capital from 
countries of the South has 
been an important lifeline 
for British manufacturing, 
not only the Premier foot-
ball league. Main brands like 
Jaguar to Range Rover are 
owned by Indians. It is hard 
to think how worse off the 
UK would be without immi-
gration and investment from 

such, so-called developing or 
newly developed countries. 
Some of these patterns of low 
or insufficient growth and 
productivity and labour is-
sues hold up on the continent.

My view is that it becomes 
increasingly hard to have 
stability without economic 
fundamentals in order. For 
Asia, this has been the prac-
tical focus—wealth and sta-
bility. Economic growth is 
intricately connected with 
fairness. A priority that can-
not be (overly) subordinated 
to western values of pro-iden-
tity politics and beyond, even 
if a country does not meet the 
US definition of democracy, 
exceptional or not.

To be fair, the West has 
reached a very large GNP 
for their population size. 
So, there may be increasing 
limits for high growth rates 
when compared to India, 
Southeast Asia, if not China. 
India is said to have an overall 
GNP that has surpassed that 
of the UK. But the UK has a 
much smaller population and 
China whose economy is fast 
approaching a size bigger 
than that of the US. So, what 
to do to clearly boost the eco-
nomic prospects of the West 
with its poor growth pros-
pects and negativity among 
its populations about govern-
ment? This is giving a bad 
name to democracy or at least 
western forms of democracy.

There needs to be a culture 
change in the West (and Ja-
pan). That means welcom-

ing more entrepreneurship 
and the skilled from places 
like the Commonwealth, yet 
in a more orderly way than 
the madness at the Mexican 
border, Channel or Medi-
terranean crossings of ille-
gals in rickety boats. Many 
more resources should be 
put forward to accelerating 
legitimate and functional 
immigration from the South 
to vitalize “rusty” regions 
of the West. This should be 
done sensibly not in panicky 
manner. 

Achievement should not 
be overly tied up in quotas, 
but pushing and supporting 
excellence and productivity 
through all layers and regions 
of society. Varied sources of 
foreign investment can help, 
too. Educators have impor-
tant roles in this, including 
raising the economic and in-
vestment IQ among students.

The Ukraine war has not 
only been sad given all the 
deaths of the innocent, refu-
gees and physical and envi-
ronmental destruction. But 
it may have also distracted 
the West from dealing with 
some fundamentals to mak-
ing democracy more attrac-
tive—bettering fundamen-
tally, the West’s economic 
health at large.

Peter Dash is an educator based 
in Southeast Asia and writes on 
development issues and interna-
tional affairs. He was a research-
er at Harvard University in the 
Africa Research Program.

Time to boost economic 
prospects of the West
The West has shown poor growth prospects and negativity among 
countries’ populations about their governments. This is giving a bad 
name to democracy or at least western forms of democracy.

A CAREER IN SPORTS

LOW GROWTH

India’s all-out effort to mount a massive and 
robust diplomatic campaign over the past sev-
eral weeks to draw international community’s 
attention to the menace of terrorism, particularly 
cross-border terrorism, has been commendable. 
Given the statements from Indian leaders and 
top security officials in the recent past, New Delhi 
looks to be quite determined to shift to top gear 
the campaign against terrorism in days to come. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had already set 
the narrative and agenda with his address at an in-
ternational conference on terror financing. In an 
indirect reference to Pakistan and China, Prime 
Minister Modi at the conference said that certain 
countries offer political, ideological and financial 
support to terror groups and sometimes, there 
are indirect arguments made in support of terror-
ism to block action against terrorists. He had also 
highlighted concern over how “state support is 
one of the financial sources of terror groups”.

Prime Minister Modi’s pledge to focus on coun-
tering terrorism even as India assumed G-20 
presidency is an indication of the fact that India is 
set to give further impetus to the campaign at the 
summit of the grouping next year. What is certain 
is that the cross-border terrorism with the sup-
port of Pakistan will also be included in the agen-
da, and the diplomats must be working overtime 
to give it a final shape. 

With China in attendance during the meetings of 
the G-20, India will not hesitate to highlight how 
Beijing’s bid to stall blacklisting of Pakistan based 
terrorists at the UNSC is in fact weakening inter-
national community’s collective fight against ter-
rorism. In fact, India’s G20 plans include a special 
focus on counter-terrorism, which must obvious-
ly include cross-border terrorism that is the threat 
not only to India but entire region. The world 
focus should also be on helping prepare strategy 
to deal with this challenge, as callous approach 
towards the cross border terrorism will definitely 
embolden the terror groups that are out to carry 
out their sinister plans everywhere.

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar did a 
commendable job by raising the issue of cross 
border terrorism emanating from Paksitan at a 
meeting with his German counterpart Annalena 
Baerbock on Monday. EAM and Baerbock held a 
detailed discussion on Pakistan. What is remark-
able is that Berlin agrees that cross border terror-
ism remains a challenge for ties between India 
and Pakistan. 

As a matter of fact, Jaishankar discussing cross 
border terrorism with Baerbock is part of India’s 
diplomatic campaign to keep international com-
munity’s focus to this menace at a time when the 
issues like the Ukraine war, the Taiwan tension, 
the west sanctions against Russia, continue to top 
the agenda for the global community. 

During the meeting between Jaishankar and 
Baerbock, the issues related to Afghanistan were 
also discussed during which the focus was on ter-
rorists using Kabul’s soil to expand their activities. 
In another development of significance, NSA Ajit 
Doval utilised the meeting of Central Asian coun-
terparts here in New Delhi to highlight India’s 
concerns over cross-border terrorism emanating 
from Pakistan. The NSAs of the Central Asian 
countries did share India’s concerns, underlin-
ing the need to launch a collective fight against the 
menace. 

The joint communiqué after the meeting of 
NSAs said, “The misuse of new and emerging 
technologies, arms and drugs trafficking, using 
terrorist proxies for cross-border terrorism, abuse 
of cyberspace to spread disinformation and un-
manned aerial systems present new challenges in 
counter-terrorism efforts and call for collective ac-
tion.” The mentioning of cross-border terrorism is 
a reference to Pakistan from India’s perspective. It 
is an achievement for India that the NSAs of In-
dia, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan who participated in the meeting, 
in private conversation, agreed that Pakistan sup-
ports cross-border terrorism.

On Tuesday, India at the United Nations not only 
launched a blistering attack against terrorism, but 
also reminded the global community of its duty to 
have a zero-tolerance approach towards this men-
ace. India’s permanent representative to the UN, 
Ruchira Kamboj said that terrorism remains a 
global challenge and only a unified and zero-toler-
ance approach to this can defeat it. She remarked, 
“Terrorism in all its forms and manifestations 
remains a global challenge.” What is important 
to note here is that Kamboj made these observa-
tions while addressing a meeting over Iraq. What 
the Indian diplomat sought to suggest was that 
the global community must keep its focus on this 
menace in every sphere of the world.

T. BRAJESH

perspective
DELHI’S DIPLOMATIC CAMPAIGN

INdIA’S EffORT 
TO bRING WORLd 
fOCuS ON CROSS 
bORdER TERRORISm 
IS LAudAbLE

All of us love sports and some 
of us are die-hard fans of 
some sports or the other such 
as tennis, cricket, kabaddi, 
football or golf. Most of us 
have some tough questions 
to ask the sports fraternity 
of India. Do we concentrate 
on sports education and 
encourage our athletes and 
sportspersons? Why do we 
fetch a very small number 
of gold medals from Olym-
pics every time? Is there a 
political supremacy over the 
sports management affect-
ing talented sportspersons? 
Undoubtedly, our politicians 
have time and again intruded 
massively into talent develop-
ment blocks of sports and al-
low business tycoons or their 
cronies to shape the nature of 
the game. 

A vast majority of ener-
getic sportspersons may 
not be even getting the right 
coaches or medical support 
when they get injured at the 

school or college level. Cor-
ruption engineers the alpha 
and omega of sports manage-
ment in collaboration with in-
ternational business brands 
and media barons. It would 
be wise to create a wide range 
of options available for every 
sports lover to nourish his or 
her talents without any bias 
or favouritism to accomplish 
a lovely career in sports. Why 
do we fail as a nation to sup-
port our passionate and tal-
ented youngsters to actualise 
their dreams? India could 
certainly become a giant in 
sports if we care for sports 
academies, scholarships for 
sportspersons and corrup-
tion free sports management.

A large number of senior 
sportspersons are willing to 
contribute their best through 
all means, if ever, there is a 
policy mechanism to assign 
them suitable positions in 
developing sports. They will 
serve the sports fraternity 
with absolute dedication and 
commitment. Some of our top 
echelons fail to create policy 
watchdogs to revamp any 
policy blueprint whenever 
there is lacunae or misman-
agement. Are our systems 
built to be systematically 
corrupt? None knows the end 
results of ineffective systems 
run for quick money-making 
corporate games.

We have learnt it over a pe-
riod of time that commercial-

ization of sports is inevitable 
but prudent management is 
to be strengthened to bring 
in drastic changes in team 
building, talent enrichment 
and recognition through spe-
cial rewards. There could be 
several sports academies es-
tablished across the country 
to initiate new ventures and 
comprehensive programmes 
for making new sports 
champions. It could be easy 
to establish a local sports au-
thority in every taluk with 
a large number of physical 
education experts, sports 
rehabilitation professionals, 
physiotherapists, coaches 
and sports academies to en-
hance the participation of the 
most talented athletes and 
sportspersons in the inter-
national arena.

There could be systematic 
data collection and talent 
coordination done at every 
taluk level through the local 
sports authority to identify 
various thriving sportsper-
sons. The data security 
and management of these 
sportspersons ought to be 
highly secure. Medical sup-
port is essential for ailing or 
injured sportspersons and 
even retired sports cham-
pions. There could be a few 
special National Sports 
Universities with various 
specializations to be set up 
everywhere along with Na-
tional Medical Mission for 

sports persons and athletes. 
It is quintessential to moni-
tor any system being imple-
mented with special observ-
ers with or without formal 
announcements or policy 
mechanisms to actualise the 
best for the nation.

It would be easy to cogitate 
on special health insurance 
policies for sports persons 
with the aid of the govern-
ment or non-government or-
ganizations in order to ren-
der emergency medical aid 
or support to any seriously 
injured sportspersons. We 
could even think of make-
shift hospitals being set up 
whenever any international 
sports event is hosted by 
India at any point of time. 
It could be convenient to 
set up a special hospital for 
sportspersons and athletes 
in every state with nutrition-
ists, ortho-surgeons, sports 
therapists, cardio-surgeons, 
neuro-surgeons, ayurvedic 
medics, siddha doctors, 
varma specialists, homeop-
athy specialists, body mas-
sage experts, acupressure 
specialists, psychologists, 
pranic-healing therapists, 
and sports rehabilitation 
professionals.

Many international sports 
observers are of the view 
that special camps of de-
addiction can be held every 
now and then for sports pro-
fessionals, managers along 

with sportspersons. There 
could be systematic rehabili-
tation centres to be set up for 
those, who fail in dope tests 
and monitor the entire sys-
tem of coaching closely with 
specific observers to keep 
up the mental and physi-
cal health of the athletes or 
sportspersons. National Sui-
cide Prevention Mission can 
think about having special 
programmes or workshops 
for the participants of na-
tional/international sports 
to come to terms with the 
failures/successes too. Some 
of these participants get de-
pressed after any setbacks or 
failures, which could disrupt 
their career in a big way.

It could be appropriate for 
the policy-makers to step up 
vigilance against all kinds of 
sexual or financial exploita-
tion of sportspersons, which 
might prevent the progress 
of India as a Sports Super-
power in future. It would be 
wise to have special wing of 
National Investigation Agen-
cy to monitor sports man-
agement in order to curb all 
kinds of illegal transactions 
and absolute mismanage-
ment of talent pool of young 
persons aspiring to be the 
international champions.

It is significant to create 
a system of national regis-
try for the specially-abled 
sportspersons and fund 
them with exclusive stipends 

and scholarships in promot-
ing their sportsmanship. 
Most of the rural sportsper-
sons never get any opportu-
nity to showcase their talents 
and get any government or 
international rewards as 
their access to sports has 
been in a quagmire. Our 
sports universities or physi-
cal education colleges ought 
to come up with specific 
schemes to enrol these tal-
ented rural youth in their 
programmes and mentor 
them while rendering fur-
ther training to enhance 
their competencies. 

Our youth icons inspire 
the next generation to create 
new world records and bring 
immaculate laurels to this 
nation of one billion people, 
only when we streamline the 
efficiency of sports authori-
ties and consultative leaders 
to accomplish the ideals of 
new millennium. We are ca-
pable of exploring new ways 
to systematise our sports 
sponsorships and audit the 
existing systems through ef-
ficient methods wherein the 
canker of corruption does 
not stifle the highly skilled 
and competent sportsper-
sons from actualizing their 
noble mission with dedica-
tion and perseverance.

The author is a corporate trainer, 
course developer and curriculum 
consultant.

Sports management in India: Need for 
transparency, talent development at all levels

opinion
Peter Dash
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Sudesh Chhikara vs 
Ramti Devi observed and 
has held that Section 23 of 
Senior Citizens Act will 
only be get attracted only if 
the transfer of property by 
a senior citizen was subject 
to a condition wherein pro-
viding of the basic physical 
needs and the basic ameni-
ties to him or her.

In the present case, the 
Senior citizen women filled 
a petition under Section 
23 of the Maintenance and 
Welfare of Parents and Se-
nior Citizens Act, 2007 (the 
Senior Citizens Act), where-
in it was alleged that her 
daughters and son were not 
maintaining the women and 
therefore the release deed 
which is being executed 
by her in favour of her two 
daughters has to be declared 
void. The petition filled was 
allowed by the Maintenance 
Tribunal and the same has 
been declared the release 
deed null and void. The said 
order was upheld by the 
Punjab and Haryana High 
Court.

Before the Court, it was 
observed that the appellant- 

daughters contended that 
there is no material placed 
on record to even indicate 
that the execution of the 
release deed was vitiated by 
fraud or coercion or undue 
influence. The impugned 
order was supported by the 
respondent- senior citizen.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
and Justice Abhay S. Oka 
observed and has referred to 
Section 23 of the Senior Citi-
zens Act and has noted that 
for attracting sub-section (1) 
of Section 23,

The court stated that the 
following two conditions 
which needs to be fulfilled:

The transfer made must 
have been subject to the 
condition that the trans-
feree shall provide the basic 
amenities and basic physical 
needs to the transferor; 

It has been refused or has 
been failed by the transferee 
for providing such ameni-
ties and physical needs to 
the transferor. 

However, the court ob-
served that if both the afore-
said conditions are satisfied, 
by a legal fiction, thus, the 
transfer shall be deemed to 
have been made by fraud 
or coercion or undue influ-

ence. Such kind of transfer 
then becomes voidable at 
the instance of the trans-
feror and the Maintenance 
Tribunal gets jurisdiction 
to declare the transfer as 
void and when the senior 
citizen parts with his or her 
property by executing of a 
gift or a release or otherwise 
in favour of his or her near 
and dear ones, a condition 
of looking after the senior 
citizen is not necessarily be-
ing attached to it. Very often, 
on the contrary, such trans-
fer are being made out of 
love and affection without 
any expectations in return. 
Thereafter, it has been al-
leged that the conditions 
mentioned in sub-section (1) 
of Section 23 are attached to 
a transfer and the existence 
of such conditions must be 
established before the Tri-
bunal.

Further, it has been noted 
by the court that it is not 
even been pleaded that the 
release deed was executed 
with subjects to a condition 
that the transferees (who 
are the daughters) would 
provide the basic amenities.

Accordingly, the court set 
aside the order passed by 
the Tribunal.

In Court

Supreme Court: tranSfer Can 
Be Set aSIde only If WaS SuBjeCt 
to CondItIon of provIdIng BaSIC 
amenItIeS; SenIor CItIzenS aCt

TDG NeTwork

In Court

The Supreme Court in the 
case Common Cause vs Ab-
hijat and Ors observed and 
has stated that the Bar Coun-
cil of India, who being a ma-
jor body, needs to come up 
with propositions to handle 
such kind of situations re-
garding advocates agitating 
and going on strikes.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Dinesh Maheshwari 
and Justice Sudhanshu 
Dhulia observed and has ex-
pressed that this is the mat-
ter which should have con-
cern all of us not only on the 
point of law but otherwise 
as well and all of us needs to 
have apply ourselves in the 
matter.

In the present case, it has 

also been expressed by the 
Bar Council of India has to 
play a major role to come 
up with some solution. The 
counsel, Advocate Ardhen-
dumauli Kumar Prasad ap-
pearing for the Bar Council 
of India has apprised the 
Court that the action has 
been taken and the lawyers 
in Odisha who were boycot-
ting courts are being sus-
pended.

The bench observed that, 
‘Suspending won’t do.....The 
Bar Council of India is only 
taking short measures....
Some major steps are re-
quired to be taken.

Further, it has recently 
been observed by the Su-
preme Court of that it expect-
ed the Bar Council of India 
to suspend the licenses of 

the lawyers who have been 
striking in Odisha over a 
long-standing demand for 
a permanent bench of the 
Orissa High Court in the 
western part of the state, at 
Sambalpur.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
and Justice Abhay S. Oka in 
the case observed and has 
also recommended that the 
Bar Council for taking of 

“appropriate action” against 
the district bar associations 
whose members have been 
involved in the protests.
Accordingly, the court gave 

three weeks’ time to the par-
ties for filing short notes in 
the matter and has further 
listed the matter for next 
hearing on 24th January, 
2023.

Supreme Court: aSkS Bar CounCIl 
of IndIa to aCt agaInSt advoCateS’ 
StrIkeS; ‘SuSpenSIon Won’t do, 
need major StepS
TDG NeTwork

The Supreme Court 
in the case Anjali vs 
Lokendra Rathod 

observed and has stated that 
the deceased’s Income Tax 
Return can be considered for 
computation of his annual 
income in Motor Accident 
Compensation Claim cases.

In the present case, the 
deceased’s Income Tax Re-
turns have been filled by 
the claimants before the 
Tribunal which showed the 
total income of deceased 

to be Rs.1,18,261/-, approx. 
Rs.9855/- per month. Thus, 
the MACT disregarded it on 
the ground that neither any 
ITR prior to 2009-2010 nor 
any other document with 
regard to the deceased’s in-
come was filed. His income 
was fixed at Rs.4000/- per 
month i.e., Rs.48,000/- per 
annum. In an appeal, it has 
been refused by the High 
Court for considering ITR 
and the estimated deceased’s 
income as Rs.5,000/- per 
month.

Disapproving the said 
approach, the Apex Court 

bench comprising of Justice 
Krishna Murari and Justice 
Bela M. Trivedi observed 
that the High Court and the 
Tribunal both have commit-
ted grave error while estimat-
ing the deceased’s income by 
disregarding the Income Tax 
Return of the Deceased. An 
income tax return for the 
year 2009- 2010 of the de-
ceased has been filled by the 
appellants, wherein reflect-
ing the deceased’s income 
to be Rs.1,18,261/-, approx. 
Rs.9,855/- per month. The 
court in the case Malarvizhi 
& Ors. (Supra) has reaf-

firmed that the Income Tax 
Return is a statutory docu-
ment on which reliance be 
placed, where available, for 
the computation of annual 
income.

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  d e -
ceased’s annual income 
at Rs.1,18,261/-, approx. 
Rs.9,855/- per month was 
fixed. The court also added 
the provisions of the Mo-
tor Vehicles Act gives para-
mount importance to the 
concept of ‘just and fair’ 
compensation.

The court stated that sec-
tion 168 of the MV Act deals 

with the concept of ‘just com-
pensation’ which ought to be 
determined on the founda-
tion of reasonableness, eq-
uitability, fairness. Further, 
the court added that such 
determination can never be 
arithmetically exact or per-
fect, an endeavor should be 
made by the Court to award 
just and fair compensation 
irrespective of the amount 
claimed by the applicant/s.

Accordingly, the bench 
while allowing the appeal 
stated that the total compen-
sation payable to the claim-
ant is Rs.25,91,388/-.

In Court

Supreme Court: Deceased’s income tax 
returns can be considered for computing 
his annual income in motor accident 
compensation claim cases
TDG NeTwork

The Supreme Court in the case Ghazi 
Saaduddin v. State of Maharashtra 
observed, wherein providing its cur-
rent stand on the issue of extending 
the benefit of reservation available 
to the Scheduled Caste community 
to Dalits who have converted to 
other faiths. It has been informed 
by the Solicitor General of India to 
the Supreme Court that the Union 
Government has decided not go by 
the report of the Ranganath Mishra 
Commission Report a new Commis-
sion headed by Former CJI, Justice 
K.G. Balakrishnan has been appoint-

ed for examining the issue.
In the present case, a three-mem-

ber Commission has been appointed 
in October, 2022 for examining this 
issue, whether Scheduled Caste sta-
tus can be granted to Dalits who have 
converted to religions other than 
Sikhism and Buddhism. Presently, 
as per the Constitution (Scheduled 
Castes) Order, 1950 only those who 
are Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist can 
be granted Scheduled Caste status. 
However, it was only for Hindus 
and later by way of an amendment in 
1956 Sikhs were added and in 1990 
Buddhists were included in the list.

A report has been submitted by Na-

tional Commission for Religious and 
Linguistic Minorities in 2007, under 
the Chairpersonship of retired CJI 
Ranganath Misra had found merit 
for granting Scheduled Caste status 
to Dalit Christians.

The Apex Court on the last occa-
sion has directed that the Union 
Government to file its affidavit 
within a period of 3 weeks. Thereaf-
ter, the petitioners were asked to file 
the rejoinder within a week.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul, Justice A.S. 
Oka and Justice Vikram Nath in 
the case observed that on behalf of 
Centre for Public Interest Litigation, 

one of the petitioners, Advocate, Mr. 
Prashant Bhushan submitted that 
in its latest affidavit, it has been sub-
mitted by the Centre that they want 
to appoint another commission to 
examine the same issue. Further, he 
added that the Union Government 
has sought the matter to be deferred 
by 2 years, precisely, the time period 
that would be required for the new 
Commission to come up with a re-
port.

However, it has been indicated by 
the bench that the first issue that 
needs to be gone into is whether 
the Apex Court should await the 
report of the Commission, which is 
recently constituted by the Union 
Government.

In its order, the bench noted while 
posting the matter to January 2023 
that the first aspect to be dealt with 
is whether this Court should stay 
its hands till the report of this Com-
mission comes or whether the court 
should proceed on the basis the ma-
terial on record.

Adding to it, Solicitor General, 
Mr.Tushar Mehta emphasised on 
the importance of contemporane-
ous data to understand the implica-
tion of the issue at hand.

Further, he submitted that, if I be-
long to SC I will have some social 
disadvantages. Now, hypothetically, I 
become a Christian would I be more 
acceptable, as my name changes, etc. 
Thus, that has to be examined.

The Supreme Court in 2020 had 
issued a notice in a PIL filed by 
an organization named National 
Council of Dalit Christians(NCDC), 
wherein, seeking a direction to grant 
Scheduled Castes (SC) status to Dalit 
Christians.

In Court

Centre tellS Supreme Court: not aCCeptIng 
ranganath mIShra CommISSIon report; SC StatuS for 
Converted dalItS 
TDG NeTwork
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IntroductIon
As we all know, ‘Ragging’ 
is the social contract be-
tween seniors and juniors in 
schools and colleges. An in-
teraction that can be violent, 
inhumane, and anti-social 
at times. Even some of the 
most prestigious colleges and 
universities have a dreadful 
history of ragging. Given all 
of this, anti-ragging laws are 
now necessary.

According to a 2017 poll, 
almost 40% of Indian stu-
dents experienced some 
sort of ragging and bullying, 
with medical and engineer-
ing campuses reporting the 
highest rates. These results 
are stunning because they 
were obtained despite rigor-
ous anti-ragging measures.

At the same time, we should 
realize; India had a very long 
history of cases where it can 
be seen that the laws which 
were enacted just to protect 
the victim can be misused 
by them against anybody 
for their benefit. The laws 
against ragging are also not 
exceptions. In this short 
article, we would be taking 
a glance at how these laws, 
which are prone to abuse, 
can disrupt a student’s men-
tal and physical well-being.

How dId raggIng 
EmErgE In IndIa?
Ragging was done in India 
even before independence. 
This was only done as a fun 
activity for interaction in 
English and Army courses. 
It did not involve any type of 
violence, assault, etc. It grew 
over time, and in 1980, as 
the media’s influence grew, 
it began to manifest itself in 
the form of violent tendencies 

among students.
It had reached its zenith by 

the 1990s. Private medical 
and engineering institutes 
were opened in India at the 
time. During this time, rag-
ging took on a terrifying new 
shape. Given the gravity of 
the situation, rules prohib-
iting ragging began to arise.

Ragging was outlawed in 
India by the Supreme Court 
in 2001. Nonetheless, certain 
examples continue to emerge. 
The death of Aman Kachru, 
a student at a medical college 
in Dharamsala, in 2009 as a 
result of ragging caused the 
Supreme Court to order that 
all educational institutions in 
the country rigidly enforce 
the anti-ragging statute.

Laws and 
PunIsHmEnt 
agaInst raggIng
Ragging or bullying is con-
sidered a crime in India 
and is a punishable offense 
under different institutional 
and state laws. Expulsion 
from the institution, sus-
pension from the institution 
or classes for a brief time, or 
a fine with a public apology 
may be imposed as punish-
ment. The punishment may 
also include (i) Withholding 
scholarships or other perks; 
(ii) barring participation in 
activities; (iii) withholding 
results; and (iv) suspension 
or expulsion from a dormi-
tory or mess. Further, If a 
student is found guilty of 
ragging, he or she might 
even be imprisoned for three 
years and fined.

Some Indian states have 
their anti-ragging laws, other 
ones are based on the central 
ragging legislation. The fol-
lowing are the central laws 
that govern the practice of 
ragging in India:

1. Some sections of The In-
dian Penal Code, 1860
2. The UGC Laws on Combat-
ing Ragging in Higher Edu-
cational Institutions, 2009
3. Prohibition of Ragging Act, 
2011
4. and other institute-specific 
regulations.

How Laws agaInst 
raggIng can BE 
mIsusEd?
While the Act explained and 
categorized Ragging and the 
related provision aptly, one 
of the Sections which causes 
a gap between the desired 
objectives and the ground 
reality is Regulation 6.5.11 of   
UGC Regulations on Curbing 
the Menace of Ragging, 2009

“The burden of proof shall lie 
on the perpetrator of ragging and 
not on the victim”.

This means a fresher can 
file a complaint against his 
senior and it’s on the senior 
now to prove that he is not 
guilty or innocent of the 
act committed. This sec-
tion is wholly unfair and 
goes against the principle of 
natural justice as the inves-
tigation and the process to 
prove oneself innocent for 
a student who is around the 
same age as his junior can be 
traumatizing and mentally 
exhaustive.

rEguLatIon 6.3  
says tHat
“Every institution shall constitute 
a  committee to be known as the 
Anti-Ragging Committee to be 
nominated and headed by the 
Head of the institution, and con-
sisting of representatives of civil 
and police administration, local 
media, Non-Government Orga-
nizations involved in youth ac-
tivities, representatives of faculty 
members, representatives of par-
ents, representatives of students  

belonging  to the fresher’s category 
as well as senior students, non-
teaching staff; and shall have a 
diverse mix of membership in 
terms of levels as well as gender.”

This regulation perma-
nently puts an obligation on 
the university to constitute a 
board after the reported inci-
dent of ragging which should 
also be consists of representa-
tives of students belonging to 
the fresher category as well as 
senior students but in some 
universities, this decision is 
solely taken by the univer-
sity administration without 

consulting the student body 
about the incident and inno-
cency of the students which 
should be taken into account.

According to the online 
complaint filing portal of 
UGC; a ragging complaint 
can be filled by any student 
‘Anonymously’ which means 
any student can use the por-
tal without even revealing his 
name that he suffered from 
the acts of ragging and it is 
now a strict obligation for 
the university to investigate 
the students against whom 
the complaint has been filed.

This legislation can open the 
gates for students to misuse 
the portal by filing an anony-
mous complaint against any-
body. Not only this but the op-
tion of anonymous complaint 
at UGC can also be used by 
any other person like a batch-
mate or a friend to file a com-
plaint against any student in 
the college by pretending to 
be a junior who has suffered 
the act of ragging.

PrEvIous casEs of 
faLsE comPLaInts
According to a news report by 

Times of India, a university 
named Guru Angad Dev Vet-
erinary and Animal Sciences 
University faced this issue 
wherein a junior complaint 
against 2 of his seniors for 
the acts of ragging committed 
against him, and the univer-
sity in retaliation suspended 
these students as punishment 
for their actions. 

However, later it was re-
vealed that the complaint was 
frivolous and filed by the ju-
nior because of his fight with 
the group of seniors. Accord-
ing to sources, the junior had 
complained about a group 
clash during the previous 
semester also.

However, it remains to be 
seen whether the authori-
ties will take any action to 
stop the brawls, which are 

not classified as ‘ragging.’ As 
a result, the debate arises as 
to whether seniors are sadis-
tic and whether freshers end 
up being victims. Is it possible 
that anti-ragging legislation is 
being used to settle personal 
scores?

“Nowadays, seniors feel 
frightened and juniors are in 
high spirits due to the anti-rag-
ging rule,” a teacher noted 
when discussing the mat-
ter. 

In response to this com-
ment, a female student 
stated, “A fresher tried to 

blackmail a senior for getting 
her preferred room, failing 
which she would declare she 
was ragged.”

concLusIon
Now on the daily basis, we 
can see in our local newspa-
pers reporting about college 
students engaging in acts of 
ragging, but nobody knows 
the real side of the stories, 
none of the people’s facts 
checks the same which ulti-
mately proves a big mental 
trauma both for the stu-
dents and the authorities of 
universities, the university 
has to face the insult and 
gets recognized as an insti-
tution which promotes rag-
ging. The accused students 
not only get mental trau-
ma in the procedure but 
also face lots of hardships 
proofing them innocent of 
a complaint that even UGC 
doesn’t know who has filed.

In many cases, the real 
culprit or the person fill-
ing mischievous complaint 
did not get any punish-
ment as none of the UGC 
Regulations on Curbing the 
Menace of Ragging, 2009, 
Prohibition of Ragging Act, 
2011 provides any punish-
ment to the student who 
has filed a false complaint 
against his senior.

The ragging as an activity 
should be discouraged and 
strict actions should be tak-
en against any student en-
gaging in it, but at the same 
time the interest of the stu-
dents who suffer because 
of the frivolous complaint 
should also be taken into 
account by UGC as both 
the victim and accused are 
of same age group, mostly 
teenagers and a single com-
plaint are enough to destroy 
a student’s whole career.

After three days of sub-
stantive discussions on an 
ambitious agenda, and a 
day’s excursion to the hos-
toric Kumbalgarh fort and 
Ranakpur temple today, the 

first Sherpa meeting of In-
dia’s G20 Presidency came 
to a successful conclusion. 
The meeting saw full and 
active participation by G20 
Members, 9 Guest countries 
and 14 International Orga-
nizations.

The excursion to the mag-

nificent Kumbhalgarh fort, 
a UNESCO world heritage 
site, perched on the majestic 
Aravalli hills, held  the G20 
delegates in thrall.  Built 
in the 15th century AD by 
Rana Kumbha, surrounded 
by a massive wall stretch-
ing over 36 kms, the grand 

citadel provides a beautiful 
view of the surroundings. 
The delegates toured the 
historic ruins, terraces and 
temples of the fort. Over 
200 kites were kept flying 
over the fort during the tour.

Delegates thereafter vis-
ited the 15th century archi-

tectural marvel - the Ranak-
pur temple - located on the 
banks of the River Maghai. 
With intricate designs and 
architectural finesse, the 
temple complex encom-
passes the Parshavanath 
Temple, Chaumukha Tem-
ple, Surya Temple and the 

Amba Mata Temple. Del-
egates got a rich feel of and 
glimpse into Rajasthan’s vi-
brant history and unbroken 
traditions continuing for 
millennia.

With a blend of productive  
discussions on an action-
oriented decisive agenda, 

and a unique cultural ex-
perience of the many fla-
vours of Rajasthan,  the first 
Sherpa meeting has set the 
tone for forthcoming meet-
ings in 32 different G20 
workstreams, including 
the Sherpa Track, Finance 
Track and Engagement 

Groups. The substantive 
discussions  on prevailing 
global challenges, and the 
warm hospitality with the 
motto  ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’, 
resonated throughout the 
G20 Sherpas meeting and 
was highly appreciated by 
all delegates.

How anti-ragging laws can be 
misused in India

First Sherpa meeting of India’s G20 presidency concluded today

law

culture
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Ragging or bullying is considered a crime in India and is a punishable offense under 
different institutional and state laws. Expulsion from the institution, suspension from 
the institution or classes for a brief time, or a fine with a public apology may be imposed 
as punishment. The punishment may also include (i) Withholding scholarships or 
other perks; (ii) barring participation in activities; (iii) withholding results; and (iv) 
suspension or expulsion from a dormitory or mess. Further, If a student is found 
guilty of ragging, he or she might even be imprisoned for three years and fined.
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U.S. diSmiSSeS 
lawSUit againSt 
SaUdi crown 
prince 
WASHINGTON: A US 
judge on Tuesday (local 
time) dismissed the 
lawsuit against Saudi 
Arabia’s crown prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
over the killing of journal-
ist Jamal Khashoggi. This 
statement came after US 
President Joe Biden’s 
administration recom-
mended that the crown 
prince be granted im-
munity in the case, CNN 
reported. It is pertinent 
to mention that Wash-
ington Post journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi was a 
dissident Saudi journalist 
who was killed at Saudi 
Arabia’s consulate in 
Istanbul in 2018. The 
case was brought against 
Arabia’s crown prince by 
Khashoggi’s fiancée. That 
unease was not only due 
to the prince’s involve-
ment in Khashoggi’s 
murder, the judge wrote, 
but also the timing of his 
appointment as prime 
minister of Saudi Arabia.  

trUmp’S firmS 
foUnd gUilty  
of tax fraUd
WASHINGTON: A New 
York jury found US 
former President Donald 
Trump’s two real estate 
companies guilty of tax 
fraud and falsifying busi-
ness records connected 
to a 15-year scheme to 
defraud tax authorities, 
three weeks after he 
announced his bid for a 
presidential run. 
According to CNN, Trump 
Organization’s Trump 
Corp and Trump Payroll 
Corp were found guilty 
on all charges they faced, 
however, the Trump fam-
ily was not charged guilty. 
Although he was not 
charged guilty, Trump’s 
name was repeatedly 
used during the trial by 
prosecutors about his 
connection to the ben-
efits doled out to certain 
executives, including 
company-funded apart-
ments, car leases and 
personal expenses.

yokohama holdS 
event to attract 
viSitorS
YOKOHAMA: Winters in 
Yokohama are a sight 
to behold. This year’s 
winter season in Yoko-
hama became even more 
picturesque with the 
installation of gorgeous 
illuminations. Year after 
year, these illuminations 
are getting bigger and 
grander. Cooperative 
hotels and other facilities 
have also increased in the 
town, thus making night-
life even better in the city. 
According to the director 
of Creative City Planning, 
Chiaki Hasebe, “Yokoha-
ma has a large number of 
day trip tourists, but there 
are few overnight guests. 
As a result, we decided to 
create night content that 
would make Yokohama 
nights more enjoyable, 
and I began this project by 
saying that I would like to 
further enhance Yoko-
hama’s appeal. Yokohama 
is characterized by being 
close to the sea. Thirty-
four facilities, including 
the port’s waterfront, 
historical building, and 
modern building, are co-
operating with this night 
viewing facility, where the 
whole town is linked by 
light and music. This is 
the biggest attraction.”

China on Wednesday an-
nounced nationwide loosen-
ing of coronavirus restrictions, 
allowing home quarantine 
for covid close contacts and 
scrapping covid test rule in 
most public venues, state me-
dia said.

This comes less than two 
weeks after largescale  protests 
gripped the country against 
the zero covid policy. This an-
nouncement has brought re-
lief to millions of people under 
various restrictions since the 
start of the pandemic. «China 
further adjusts and optimizes 
COVID response by releas-
ing 10 new measures includ-
ing allowing infections with 
mild or no symptoms to take 
home quarantine and reduce 
the frequency of nucleic acid 
testing,» state media outlet 
Global Times said in a tweet 
while quoting the country›s 
Joint Prevention and Control 

Mechanism of the State Coun-
cil. In the last week of Novem-
ber, hundreds of people in 
Shanghai, China›s biggest city 
and financial center, began 
publicly protesting against the 
government›s strict Covid-19 
measures.

Demonstrators held blank 
banners - to evade arrest and 
minimize risk - and chanted 
slogans against , the country›s 
leader, according to New York-
based Human Rights Watch 
(HRW).

On November 27, university 
students across the country 
gathered on their campuses to 
demonstrate, and that night, 
hundreds of people in Wuhan, 
where Covid-19 originated, 
Chengdu, Beijing, and other 
large cities, took to the streets.

The protest in Shanghai was 
in response to a November 24 
fire at an apartment build-
ing in Urumqi, the capital of 
China›s northwest Xinjiang 
region, in which at least 10 
people were killed.

after hUge proteStS

China announces 
nationwide loosening 
of Covid curbs
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coordinated effortS

Australia, US vow to increase 
cooperation in Indo-Pacific region
tdg network
WASHINGTON 
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Australia and the United 
States have announced plans 
to increase cooperation 
for maintaining a free and 
open Indo-Pacific region. 
This commitment was made 
as US State Secretary Antony 
Blinken and Defence Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin hosted 
Australian Foreign Minister 
Penny Wong and Defence 
Minister Richard Marles on 
December 6 in Washington 
to advance cooperation in the 
Indo-Pacific region, according 
to a statement released by Pen-
tagon. The two countries also 
released a statement on the oc-
casion of the 32nd annual Aus-
tralia-United States Ministe-

rial Consultations (AUSMIN). 
“The principals committed 
to deepening cooperation, 
bilaterally and with regional 
partners and institutions, to 
ensure an Indo-Pacific re-
gion that is free, open, stable, 

peaceful, prosperous, and 
respectful of sovereignty. 
The principals affirmed that 
regional growth and stability 
are underpinned by interna-
tional law, which serves the 
interests of all nations,” the 

Pentagon said in a statement. 
They committed to enhanc-
ing deterrence and resilience 
through coordinated efforts 
to offer Indo-Pacific nations 
support to resist subversion 
and coercion of any kind. 
Defence and Foreign ministers 
of the US and Australia com-
mitted to strengthening their 
engagement with Indo-Pacific 
countries to promote econom-
ic development and security. 
“The four principals empha-
sized the importance of all 
states being able to exercise 
rights and freedoms consis-
tent with international law 
as reflected in the United Na-
tions Convention on the Law 
of the Sea (UNCLOS), includ-
ing freedom of navigation and 
overflight,” Pentagon added. 

‘dUmmy peace motive’

Beijing SeekS aSean SUpport for 
dominance in SoUth china Sea
tdg network
BEIJING

China has sought support 
from the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) countries in order 
to insulate the South China 
Sea and retain its dominance 
in the region, The Singapore 
Post reported.

The Singapore Post re-
ported that it is the first time 
China has designed a decla-
ration to remain a power in 
the South China Sea hiding 
behind the dummy motive 
of maintaining peace and 
stability. China’s state-sup-
ported media The People’s 
Daily reported that “The 
historical trend of peace and 
stability in the South China 
Sea is irresistible, and the 
trend of the times for re-
gional unity and cooperation 
is irresistible. Forces outside 
the region insist on playing 
geopolitical tricks in the re-
gion, deliberately creating 
tension and conflicts in the 
region, and they will end up 
in vain.” However, the paper 
presented at the end of the 

25th China ASEAN meet-
ing held at Penh, Cambodia 
to commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the Declara-
tion on the Conduct of Par-
ties in the South China Sea 
says that it demonstrates the 
common will of China and 
the ASEAN countries to re-
move any external interfer-
ence and maintain stability 
in the South China Sea. All 
this actually supports the 
Chinese Communist Party’s 
motive that “the countries 
directly concerned should 
resolve the South China Sea 
disputes through negotiation 
and consultation on the basis 
of respecting historical facts 

and international law”, The 
Singapore Post reported. 
According to The Singapore 
Post amid all this China is 
involved in disputes with 
countries around the South 
China Sea, and to maintain 
its dominance it rallies mili-
tary and defence forces in 
the region and uses financial 
credit schemes to lure coun-
tries into a debt trap and op-
poses any interference in the 
region.

However, the paper further 
says that South China Sea re-
gion is not a “safari park” for 
countries outside the region 
to use an ‘arena’ for power 
games. 

Unprecedented criSiS

Pakistan Army in limbo as country 
faces economic, political upheaval
tdg network
ISLAMABAD

After General Asim Mu-
nir assumed the position 
of Pakistan Army chief last 
month, he is now facing an 
unprecedented crisis, ema-
nating from the economic 
and political upheaval in the 
country.

“Army is facing public rid-
icule in Pakistan to the dis-
may of old-timers who still 
consider that Army is an es-
sential part of three ‘A’s guid-
ing the destiny of the country 
- the other two being Ameri-
ca and Saudi Arabia,” wrote 
the London-based commen-
tator James Crickton, in an 
opinion piece for South Asia 
centered think tank Policy 
Research Group (Poreg). 

Crickton said that Pakistan’s 
military, considered to be the 
most institute in the country, 
has been the only stable and 
formidable institution even 
as the country “faced politi-
cal, economic, judicial, and 
religious upheavals.”

“However, its influence 
seems to be fading for the 
first time because of the pol-
ity challenging its once indis-
putable authority,” he added.

Even social media plat-
forms are afire with anti-
army tirades, while people 
are hitting the streets, Poreg 
reported.

“Yet the General Head-
quarters (Rawalpindi), 
which is known to select, 
install and dismiss Prime 
Ministers at will, has not 
sounded the bugle lending 

credence to reports that top 
brass is a divided house,” the 
London-based commenta-
tor said. He noted political 
environment in the country 
is changing, especially in the 
wake of the power struggle 
between major political par-

ties as well as among army 
officials.

“Imran Khan has been tak-
ing direct aim at Gen Bajwa 
for the past eight months. 
This is something unprec-
edented, and unheard of. 
More so since Khan was Ba-
jwa’s protege, and was gifted 
the top post after the army 
deftly side-lined Nawaz 
Sharif, a political heavy-
weight, and a one-time army 
proxy,” Crickton argued.

He said the Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief Im-
ran holds Bajwa personally 
responsible for his prema-
ture and humiliating ouster 
some eight months ago. 
Khan even blames the estab-
lishment for the attempts at 
his assassination, according 
to Crickton. 

SaUdi-chineSe SUmmit

cryptic meSSage

nearly $30 Billion dealS on 
cardS aS xi jinping headS to 
SaUdi araBia: report

U.S. ‘not encoUraging’ Ukraine to Strike 
within rUSSia, SayS State department
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Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping will pay a three-day 
official visit to Saudi Arabia 
starting Wednesday at the 
invitation of King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, state 
media said.

Xi and Saudi Arabian 
King are scheduled to hold 
a Saudi-Chinese summit 
that will also be attended by 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, Xinhua news 
agency reported. The meet-
ing will focus on develop-
ing a strategic partnership 
between the two countries 
amid tensions with the Unit-
ed States.

The agenda of the Chinese 
President’s trip include the 
Arab Gulf-Chinese summit 
for cooperation and devel-
opment and the Arab-China 
meeting with the leaders of 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC).

Saudi Arabia and China 

also plan to sign deals worth 
more than USD 29.3 billion 
to bolster relations between 
the two countries, Abu Dha-
bi-based newspaper The Na-
tional News reported, citing 
state media agency SPA.

On Tuesday, the Saudi 
news agency said that King 
Salman had invited Xi “in 
order to strengthen the 
historical relations and 
distinguished strategic 
partnership that unites the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
with the People’s Republic 
of China.”

According to The National 
News, the meetings mirror a 
visit to Saudi Arabia earlier 
this year by US President 
Joe Biden who met with re-
gional allies in Saudi Ara-
bia to reassure partners of 
America’s commitment to 
the Middle East.

The US and Saudi Arabia 
are still embroiled in a heat-
ed spat over oil production, 
which in October culmi-
nated in strong rhetoric and 

traded accusations when the 
Saudi-led oil cartel OPEC+ 
slashed output by two mil-
lion barrels per day in an ef-
fort to “stabilize” prices.

According to CNN, the 
decision was taken despite 
heavy US campaigning 
against it.

Not only with Saudi Ara-
bia, US relations with China 
have also been strained. Chi-
na and Saudi Arabia have 
also taken different stances 
from the West regarding the 
Ukraine war.

Both have refrained from 
endorsing sanctions on 
Russia, and Riyadh has re-
peatedly maintained that 
Moscow is a key energy-pro-
ducing partner that must be 
consulted on OPEC+ deci-
sions, reported CNN.

Following last month’s 
massive oil cut, some US of-
ficials have accused Saudi 
Arabia of siding with Russia 
and aiding President Vladi-
mir Putin with his war on 
Ukraine. 

general Asim Munir.

It is the first time China has designed a declaration to remain 
a power in the South China Sea, hiding behind the dummy 
motive of maintaining peace and stability.

US State Secretary Antony Blinken and defence Secretary 
Lloyd Austin hosted Australian ministers in washington.

Stronger multilateral 
solutions are urgently 
needed to tackle the 

debt crisis facing developing 
countries, UNCTAD Secre-
tary-General Rebeca Gryn-
span said at the opening of 
the organization’s 13th Debt 
Management Conference.

The event, which runs 
from December 5 to 7 in Ge-
neva, takes place as a wave 
of global crises has led many 
developing countries to take 
on more debt to address the 
needs of their populations. 
In a statement, UNCTAD 
said that government debt 
levels as a share of GDP in-
creased in over 100 develop-
ing countries between 2019 
and 2021. Excluding China, 
this increase is estimated at 
about USD 2 trillion.

“This has not happened 
because of the bad behavior 

of one country. This has hap-
pened because of systemic 
shocks that have hit many 
countries at the same time,” 
Grynspan said in her state-
ment.

With interest rates rising 
sharply, the debt crisis is 
putting enormous strain on 
public finances, especially 
in developing countries that 
need to invest in education, 
health care, their economies 
and adapting to climate 
change.

“Almost all developing 
countries have been left to 
face an impossible trade-
off in a context marred by a 
pandemic, geopolitical insta-
bility and climate distress,” 
Grynspan said. “Debt can-
not and must not become 
an obstacle for achieving 
the 2030 Agenda and the 
climate transition the world 
desperately needs.”

In the statement, UNC-
TAD advocated for the cre-

ation of a multilateral legal 
framework for debt restruc-
turing and relief.

Such a framework is need-
ed to facilitate timely and 
orderly debt crisis resolu-
tion with the involvement of 
all creditors, building on the 
debt reduction programme 
established by the Group of 
20 major economies (G20) 
known as the Common 
Framework.

“We must support UNC-
TAD’s call for a reform of 
international monetary 
and financial governance,” 
Bolivian President Luis 
Acre said in a statement 
delivered by the country’s 
finance minister, Marcelo 
Montenegro.

Montenegro called for re-
examining key aspects of 
the international financial 
architecture, including the 
debt sustainability assess-
ments that serve as a basis 
for negotiations between 

debtors and creditors in re-
lation to debt restructuring.

As debt burdens rise, de-
veloping country govern-
ments end up in a vicious 
circle, unable to invest in 
achieving Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) 
and grow their economies, 
making it even harder to pay 
their debts.

“To resolve these issues eq-
uitably, this needs to be done 
in a manner that maintains 
the debtor countries’ ability 
to grow and meet its current 
and future debt obligations, 
while also fulfilling its com-
mitments to the SDGs,” Sri 
Lankan President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe said in a 
statement delivered by the 
country’s permanent repre-
sentative in Geneva, Ambas-
sador Gothami Silva.

“I believe that the United 
Nations is best placed to 
find solutions to this end,” 
Silva said.

According to the UNC-
TAD, estimates show that if 
the median increase in rated 
sovereign debts since 2019 
were fully reflected in inter-
est payments, governments 
would pay an additional 
USD 1.1 trillion on the global 
debt stock in 2023.

This amount is almost four 
times the estimated annual 
investment of USD 250 bil-
lion required for climate 
adaptation and mitigation 
in developing countries, 
according to an UNCTAD 
report. “The anachronistic 
global financial architecture 
inhibits timely access to af-
fordable development and 
climate finance,” Belize’s 
finance minister, Christo-
pher Coye, said. Coye was 
speaking at UNCTAD’s sixth 
session of the intergovern-
mental group of experts on 
financing for development, 
held from 30 November to 2 
December.

Unctad conference

Un callS for Stronger mUltilateral 
SolUtionS to deal with deBt criSiS
tdg network
GENEVA

The United States is not encouraging 
Ukraine to strike Russia beyond its 
boundary, State Department spokesman 
Ned Price said.

While addressing the presser, Price 
said, “We are not enabling Ukraine to 
strike beyond its borders.” This state-
ment came after the Russian Defense 

Ministry accused Ukraine of striking two 
air bases Monday, followed by an attack 
on an airfield Tuesday and claimed that 
these were brought down by Russian air 
defences.

During the briefing, Price said, “We are 
providing Ukraine with what it needs to 
take on the battle or on its sovereign terri-
tory, on Ukrainian soil, to take on Russian 
aggressors that have crossed over the bor-
der. “We are going to stand with Ukraine 

to regain its sovereignty, independence 
and integrity.”

Earlier, regarding the two bomb at-
tacks, the Ukrainian Defense Ministry 
has offered no official comment on the ex-
plosions, and the Ukrainian government 
has not acknowledged adding long-range 
attack drones to its arsenal. However, a 
top Ukrainian official has tweeted a cryp-
tic message hinting at the possibility that 
Kyiv was indeed behind the attacks.



China’s genocidal pol-
icy against Uyghurs, 
an ethnic Turkish 

group that inhabits Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Re-
gion, has witnessed another 
level as the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP) is pay-
ing influencers and produc-
tion companies to propagate 
against the minority.

According to the investi-
gation by The Australian Fi-
nancial Review, the Chinese 
ruling party is spending 
as much as USD 620,000 
to create propaganda and 
counter global efforts to ex-
pose human rights abuses 
against the Uyghur people. 
The Australian-based pub-
lication also revealed that 
the Chinese video-sharing 

app Douyin is one of the 
companies that has also re-
ceived finance from the gov-
ernment.

Xinjiang local government 
tenders for operations on 
Douyin include a 306,000 
yuan (USD 64,000) con-
tract won in July 2021 by a 
company whose founder 
is a member of multiple or-
ganisations linked to the 
United Front Work Depart-
ment, an arm of the CCP 
that conducts influence op-
erations outside the party. 
Among various activities, 
the body has created short 
films and novels to push 
CCP lines about Xinjiang.

To counter global efforts 
and to white-wash its image, 
China has come up with a 
tender, across a range of me-
dia formats in late 2020, for 
a project named “Xinjiang 

is a good place,” and other 
multiple projects. They also 
come up with the project, 
“tourism promotional film” 
which was won by Xinjiang 
Yaci Culture Development 
Co for nearly 3 million yuan.

The Financial Review 
worked with cybersecurity 
and intelligence company 
Internet 2.0, which com-
piled many of the tenders 
from publicly available 
sources, known as open-
source intelligence. Wai-
Ling Yeung, a Perth-based 
researcher, former head of 
Chinese studies at Curtin 
University and professional 
translator helped trans-
late many documents from 
Mandarin to English, ac-
cording to The Australian 
Financial Review.

Eight tender documents, 
most of which are associ-

ated with the Xinjiang gov-
ernment and various local 
party entities, reveal hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars spent on campaigns to 
drown out dissenting voices 
against the CCP and paint a 
propaganda picture of har-
mony in the region.

“It’s actually easier to get 
a broader strategic picture 
through open-source intelli-
gence than it is just running 
on closed sources,” Internet 
2.0 co-chief executive Rob-
ert Potter said.

“What makes this so in-
teresting is that China may 
not want this stuff out there, 
but their government is so 
large and the bureaucracy 
is so large that it’s almost too 
big to hide the level of activ-
ity the Chinese government 
undertakes.”

Many of the people associ-

ated with the winning bid-
ders have strong ties to CCP 
political bodies such as the 
United Front Work Depart-
ment, reported The Austra-
lian Financial Review.

The censorship is not lim-
ited to China’s boundaries 
as TikTok and Douyin’s par-
ent company, ByteDance, 
have sparked concern be-
cause of the company’s links 
to the CCP and its censor-
ship practices.

This has included the 
shadow-banning of vid-
eos on topics such as Black 
Lives Matter and the block-
ing of accounts that spoke 
out about the detention of 
Uighur Muslims in China.

Earlier, on December 2, 
Forbes magazine reported 
that TikTok accounts run 
by the propaganda arm of 
the CCP accumulated mil-

lions of followers and views 
critiquing American politics 
ahead of the midterm elec-
tions without any disclosure 
the posts were by a foreign 
government.

“What you see being done 
openly in China is usually 
what you see being done 
less openly on the other ver-
sion of the platform,” Mr 
Potter said.

“What you’re seeing open 
on the Douyin side, it points 
to a very significant prob-
lem with China-based so-
cial media apps, where it’s 
just normal, it’s expected, 
and it’s not even hidden 
that they would run propa-
ganda. It’s a common un-
derstanding of how China’s 
social media apps have to 
support the narrative,” re-
ported The Australian Fi-
nancial Review. 
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Civilians suffering

Increasing protests in Gilgit-Baltistan over 
power outages, wheat shortage

Former Pakistan Army 
Chief Gen Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa’s claim of the army not 
interfering in political mat-
ters from a certain point 
has fallen flat with Pakistan 
Muslim League Quaid-e-
Azam (PML-Q) leader Moo-
nis Elahi stating during a TV 
talk show that he and his fa-
ther Chaudhry Pervaiz Ela-
hi had supported Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief 
Imran Khan on Bajwa’s in-
structions.

In an article ‘Gen Qamar’s 
political legacy leaves much 
to be desired’ in The Express 
Tribune, columnist Rizwan 
Shehzad said the “Bajwa 
doctrine” had clothed itself 
as being the wave of the 
future but in fact, it was a 
reversal of that -- it was go-
ing back to a time where the 
security establishment con-
trolled the political authority. 
During around four years 
of the PTI rule, the debate 
about selected and selectors 
kept echoing, the same-page 
mantra was often manifest-
ed, and the notion of politi-
cal engineering did not fade 
away, the article said.

“This happened under 
the watch of former chief of 
army staff (COAS) Gen Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa. Then the 
focus shifted to the theory of 
staying apolitical.

However, the claim of the 
army not interfering in po-
litical matters from a certain 
point fell flat on Thursday 
night.

“On that night, PML-Q 

leader and Punjab chief 
minister’s son Moonis Elahi 
shocked everyone when he 
revealed in a talk show that 
he and his father supported 
the PTI at the time of the no-
confidence motion against 
then premier Imran Khan 
in April this year on the in-
structions of Gen Qamar. 
‘Gen Qamar told us to sup-
port Imran,’ Moonis left little 
to imagination,” the article 
said.

Shehzad said the startling 
admission came in the wake 
of Gen Qamar’s recent state-
ment that the institution had 
decided to stay apolitical 
since February last year.

The former army chief 
had conceded that the main 
reason for the military’s 
criticism was its “uncon-
stitutional” involvement in 
politics for the last 70 years.

“So in February [last year], 
the army decided after a lot 
of deliberation that it will 
not interfere in any political 
issue,” he added.

Gen Qamar’s statement 
vowing to stay away from 
politics in the future had 
come as an attempt to restore 
army’s shattered public im-
age but the damage had al-
ready been done, the article 
said.

“In the words of a PTI 
leader, who did not want 
to be named, Gen Qamar’s 
last desire before retirement 
was to make political rivals 
sit across a table and leave 
behind a stable political sit-
uation, which could not be 
fulfilled.”

The Express Tribune arti-
cle quoted Pakistan Institute 

of Legislative Development 
and Transparency (PILDAT) 
President Ahmed Bilal Me-
hboob as stating that Gen 
Bajwa “is leaving behind a 
shattered public image of the 
army as a legacy because of 
the choices he made during 
his six years in command”.

“Although the army was 
accused of intervention in 
the country’s politics long 
before Gen Qamar’s appoint-
ment as the COAS, the level 
of these interferences dur-
ing his time reached a new 
high,” the article quoted 
Mehboob.

The political expert said 
Gen Qamar’s involvement 
in holding international 
negotiations on economic, 
commercial and political 
relations as well as presid-
ing over sessions to brief the 
opposition on behalf of the 
prime minister on issues in-
cluding the provincial status 
of Gilgit-Baltistan were only 
some of the examples where 
he flouted his jurisdiction.

The PILDAT president 
listed down several other 
occasions when Gen Qa-
mar had interfered in the 
political domain, including 
the “exit of Nawaz Sharif as 
premier under highly dubi-
ous circumstances, election 
and installation of Imran 
under equally controversial 
conditions and reported 
interventions in parliamen-
tary proceedings to help the 
PTI government as publicly 
claimed by the party chief 
himself”.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz has 
lauded Gen Qamar’s servic-
es, despite knowing that his 
elder brother and three-time 
premier Nawaz had accused 
the former army chief in Oc-
tober 2020 of toppling his 
government, pressuring the 
judiciary, and installing the 
regime of former PM Imran 
in the 2018 elections. 

Nawaz had blamed the 
generals and the judges for 
what he said were trumped 
up charges.

Tv Talk show

‘Bajwa’s claim of army not interfering 
in Pak political matters has fallen flat’

A meeting of the Nepal coun-
cil of ministers on Tuesday 
evening decided to remove 
restrictions on the import of 
luxurious vehicles, mobile 
phones, liquors, and motor-
cycles. As per the Minister 
of Industry, Commerce and 
Supplies, Dilendra Badu, the 
decision will come into ef-
fect from December 16. “The 
cabinet meeting has decided 
to lift the ban on the import 
of these items which was in 
place since early May this 
year. A committee formed in 
the coordination of the Chief 
Secretary had recommended 
lifting the prohibition and the 
cabinet meeting today has de-
cided to end the ban. Imports 
would open from 16 Decem-
ber 2022,” Minister Dilendra 

Badu told ANI. Earlier in 
May, the Himalayan Nation 
was under massive pressure 
due to depleting foreign ex-
change reserves that had re-
stricted the import of 10 dif-
ferent luxurious items issuing 
a notice in the Nepal Gazette. 
In an initial announcement 
the Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce and Supplies 
announced a ban on the im-
port of chips, liquors, ciga-
rettes and tobacco products, 
diamonds, mobile phones, 
Color television sets, SUVs, 
Cars and Vans, Motorcycles, 
toys, and playing cards. The 
ban hadn’t affected the import 
of raw materials for cigarettes 
and tobacco, mobile phones 
priced below USD 600, Col-
or Television sets below 32 
inches, motorcycles below 
250 CC, and ambulances and 
hearses.

afTer 8-monTh ban

Nepal again 
allows import 
of luxury items

genoCiDal PoliCY

environmenTal imPaCT

China sPenDs huge amounT To sPreaD 
ProPaganDa againsT uYghurs: rePorT

gilgiT-balTisTan resiDenTs 
exPress anger over China’s CPeC

Pakistan’s continuous efforts 
to keep the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
in progress are making the 
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) resi-
dents in PoK angry as Paki-
stan continues to exploit the 
natural resources.

Pakistan Army was recent-
ly sent to Gilgit Baltistan un-
der the pretext of protecting 
locals but on the contrary, 
it is actually facilitating the 
Chinese in the over-exploita-
tion of natural resources and 

this is causing anger among 
the locals, reported IFFRAS. 
The presence of natural re-
sources is a testament to the 
progress and prosperity of 
any region but ironically the 
case of GB is quite the op-
posite. The part is the most 
backward and ignored area 
since its inception despite 
having a very high potential 
for development. The region 
is endowed with rich min-
eral and water resources, 
worth billions of dollars but 
the people of the region face 
extreme poverty due to the 
indifference of policymakers 

towards their plight.
Recently, GB Chief Minister 

Khalid Khurshid Khan ac-
cused Islamabad of halving 
the development budget for 
the region to PKR 23 billion, 
a deliberate attempt to “push 
the region backwards”, ac-
cording to to think tank.

Under the banner of 
CPEC, work has been initi-
ated on mega dams, oil and 
gas pipelines, and uranium 
and heavy metal extraction 
in GB. 

This has come at a cost to 
local livelihood and environ-
mental sustainability.

The residents of Skardu 
town in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir staged a protest 
against the authorities over 
the power outages and 
wheat shortage in the re-
gion, local media reported. 
The protesters marched 
with lanterns and chanted 
slogans against the govern-
ment in the town’s Hus-
saini Chowk, according to 
Dawn. Several political and 
social activists participated 
in the sit-in, responding 

to a call by the Baltistan 
Awami Action Committee. 
A spokesman for the com-
mittee said Skardu was fac-

ing power outages lasting 
as long as 22 hours, amid 
freezing temperatures. 
The protesters raised slo-

gans against the govern-
ment of Gilgit-Baltistan, 
condemning it for “indif-
ference to our torment”. 
Power outage is not the 
only problem that civil-
ians are suffering, wheat 
shortage is also an is-
sue that ignites frustra-
tion among the citizens. 
According to Najaf Ali, 
who heads the Awami 
Action Committee, and 
Ghulam Hussain Athar, 
president of the Anjuman 
Tajran-i-Skardu, subsi-
dised flour had almost 
vanished from the market 

as the federal government 
had curtailed supply to the 
region, reported Dawn. 
Meanwhile, civilians in 
Gharibabad in Qalat are 
also suffering from the 
problems of electricity and 
gas for a long time; load 
shedding, tripping, low 
voltage, and irregular sup-
ply of Sui gas, and that 
too for a very short time. 
In November, the people 
complained to the authori-
ties but the situation did not 
change. So, the frustrated 
people were forced to con-
tinue protests.

Several political and social activists participated in the sit-in, 
responding to a call by the Baltistan Awami Action Committee.

The historical quote of Bangabandhu, one of the advocates 
of world humanity and peace, has been  inserted in the 14th 
paragraph of the UN resolution.

Former Pakistan Army Chief Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa.

Last week, journalist Matt Taibbi in 
collaboration with Elon Musk published 
the ‘Twitter Files’.

Twitter CEO Elon Musk has said that 
he had fired the microblogging website’s 
deputy general counsel James Baker over 
concerns about his role in information 
suppression under the previous man-
agement.

“In light of concerns about (James) 
Baker’s possible role in suppression of 
information important to the public dia-
logue, he was exited from Twitter today,” 
Musk tweeted on Tuesday. Last week, 
journalist Matt Taibbi in collaboration 
with Musk published “Twitter Files”.

These set of documents were mainly 
Twitter’s internal communications to 
disclose links with political actors and 
with a focus on how the social network 
blocked stories related to Hunter Biden’s 
laptop in the lead-up to the 2020 US 
Presidential election.

The published files alleged that the pre-

vious Twitter management took steps 
to suppress reporting regarding Hunter 
Biden’s laptop ahead of the 2020 US 
Presidential Election. According to the 
Twitter Files published by Taibbi, Twit-
ter deputy general counsel Baker played 
a role in the discussion about whether 
the laptop story fell under Twitter’s 

“hacked materials” policy.
“I support the conclusion that we need 

more facts to assess whether the materi-
als were hacked,” the documents pub-
lished by Taibbi cited Baker as saying in 
one of the emails. “At this stage, however, 
it’s reasonable for us to assume that they 
may have been and that caution is war-
ranted.”

Hunter Biden reportedly abandoned 
his laptop at Isaac’s repair shop in 2019, 
while his father, Joe Biden, was running 
to become US president. The contents 
of the laptop were later made public. 
Emails obtained by Western media 
from the laptop proved Russia’s claims 
that the US president’s son helped fund 
bioweapon research in Ukraine.

The Bidens have faced scrutiny and 
criticism from Republicans and others 
for their alleged misconduct in Hunter 
Biden’s foreign business dealings, which 
came into the public spotlight following 
the release of the emails.

The historical quote of the 
greatest Bengali of all time, 
The Father of the Nation Bang-
abandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, “Friendship to all, malice 
towards none,” which is also 
the foreign policy dictum of 
Bangladesh, was incorporated 
in the 14th paragraph of the 
UNGA resolution entitled “In-
ternational Year of Dialogue as 
a Guarantee of Peace, 2023”. 
In the global context of the 
post-Covid world order and 

the Russia-Ukraine war, this 
resolution was introduced by 
Turkmenistan at the UNGA 

plenary. It was adopted unani-
mously, today. 

The historical quote of Bang-

abandhu, one of the advocates 
of world humanity and peace, 
was included in the UN reso-
lution for the first time. Bang-
abandhu’s quote is inserted 
in the 14th paragraph of the 
resolution as follows: 

“Recognizing the importance 
of combating poverty, hunger, 
disease, illiteracy, and unem-
ployment, and emphasizing 
that friendship to all and mal-
ice towards none, in the spirit 
of constructive cooperation, 
dialogue, and mutual under-
standing, will help to achieve 
these objectives.”

Previous managemenT

foreign PoliCY DiCTum

fireD TwiTTer Counsel over ConCerns 
abouT his role in info suPPression: musk

‘frienDshiP To all..’:  bangabanDhu’s 
quoTe inCorPoraTeD in un resoluTion
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Naga women 
from Sumi 

tribe perform 
a folk dance 
on the sixth 

day of the 
Hornbill 

festival, at 
Kisama, 

located 15 
kms from 

Kohima, on 
Tuesday. ANI

CELEBRATING ROOTS 

AAP ends 15-yeAr-rule of BJP in 
delhi civic Body, netizens reAct
The high-stakes battle for control over the Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation has ended with the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) winning 134 of the total 250 wards in the national 
capital’s civic body polls.

Netizens took to Twitter to react to AAP’s win as 
#MCDElections and #MCDResults took to top trends. 
Tehseen Poonawala tweeted, “I am so upset. Delhi 
Congress spokesperson says “Atleast BJP is not winning 
#MCDElections. When will Congress learn that destroy-
ing the party to celebrate BJP defeat is ridiculous. When-
ever a third party comes up, Congress becomes irrelevant 
but when will they learn.”

Manoj Tiwari tweeted, “Thanks to all who have shown 
faith by giving so many seats to BJP."

Our judicial system 
and courtrooms 
must be democratic 
inclusive and 
equally accessible, 
their design must 
accommodate 
people from diverse 
backgrounds, 
ensuring 
meaningful participation.
— Justice D.Y. chanDrachuD

BRAIN-pICkING

Chief Justice of India, on judicial infrastructure.

FUTURE

Artificial intelligence 
appears set to revo-
lutionise nearly all 

aspects of society, and no one 
wants to be left in the dust as 
countries around the world 
jump on the AI bandwag-
on.  Experts call ‘artificial in-
telligence’ one of the greatest 
technological achievements 
in human history. Its ex-
ponentially expanding use 
across industries is a real 
indication that AI is here to 
stay and thrive.

From tech giants to hos-
pitals to restaurants, many 
sectors are gradually in-
corporating self-learning 

technology to improve the 
efficiency of their workforc-
es. Leading from the front, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi unambiguously ac-
knowledged AI’s potential 
and urged Indians to em-
brace this burgeoning new 
technology.

“The tools and technolo-
gies have also acquired the 
power to learn and think. 
I think, in this, one key, 
emerging technology is AI. 
The teamwork of AI with 
humans can do wonders for 
our planet”, said PM Modi 
recently.

The International Data 
Corporation (IDC) projects 
that the Indian AI industry 
will expand at a compound 

annual growth rate of 20.2%, 
from 3.1 billion USD in 2020 
to 7.8 billion USD by 2025.

With government sup-
port fully behind this new 
technology, more and more 
industries have adopted the 
use of AI and it is becoming 
increasingly commonplace. 

For example, AI has been 
incorporated by a number 
of government ministries, 
from improving the health-
care system to collecting tolls 
on highways.

India is in prime condition 
to fully utilise 

AI technology to further 

bolster her already flour-
ishing economy, according 
to many observers. Many 
private players have also 
jumped on board and have 
been quick to embrace the 
advances AI can bring.

Mumbai, India’s financial 
capital, recently hosted the 
39th global edition of the 
World AI Show. 

The event brought togeth-
er the brightest minds from 
the Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and Machine Learning 
(ML) landscapes to unravel 
innovative applications and 
their futuristic scope in In-
dia’s new normal.

“We are seeing a significant 
amount of investment from 
the current government in 

terms of their initiative to-
wards adopting Artificial 
Intelligence and Automa-
tion in almost every sphere 
of governance”, says Soumya 
Das, Managing Director, Al-
teryx India.

Experts predict that many, 
if not most organisations 
will switch to AI-powered 
systems, apps, security sys-
tems, data analysis, and oth-
er applications in the future 
due to the rapid expansion of 
machine learning.

According to a report by 
the Centre for Security and 
Emerging Technologies 
(CSET) in 2021, India is well-
poised to become a signifi-
cant player and a valuable 
partner in the AI ecosystem.

Artificial intelligence comes of age

HERE’S wHy NOISy 
NEIGHBOURS ANNOy 
US SO mUCH

From the sound of stomping 
feet to the crass cacophony of 
things dropping, our neigh-
bours have often created 
noises which have been the 
cause of immense annoyance 
to us.

Among the major sources 
of complaints in multi-sto-
reyed residences are these 
noises, which are also called 
“impact sounds”.

In a study titled, “Noise 
from above: A summary of 
studies regarding the per-
ceived annoyance due to 
impact sounds,” Markus 
Mueller-Trapet, of the Na-
tional Research Council of 
Canada, described a series 
of experiments designed to 
simulate and measure the 
perceived annoyance experi-
enced from a noisy neighbor. 
The presentation took place 
6 December at 11:05 a.m. 
Eastern U.S. in the Summit 
A room, as part of the 183rd 
Meeting of the Acoustical So-
ciety of America, running 5 
to 6 December at the Grand 
Hyatt Nashville Hotel.

According to Mueller-
Trapet, long-term exposure 
to such unwanted sounds 
may potentially lead to car-
diovascular problems and 
sleep disturbances. With the 
increased population density 
of urban areas over the last 
decades and the rise of work-
ing from home in early 2020, 

he believes the topic has be-
come even more relevant.

Mueller-Trapet and an 
international team of re-
searchers wanted to find the 
connection between stan-
dardized laboratory mea-
surements and the perceived 
annoyance of a sound from 
impact sources.

They provided a living 
room-like situation and re-
corded impact sounds of 
objects dropping and people 
walking. Using different 
playback techniques and 
virtual reality, they present-
ed the recordings to study 
participants. In addition to 
laboratory experiments, the 
group created an online sur-
vey to expand their sample. 
The survey will run from 
21 November 2022, until 31 
March 2023.

Impact sounds are impul-
sive, meaning that they con-
sist of one or more almost 
distinct sounds of short 
duration. This likely makes 
impact sounds more annoy-
ing in general than continu-
ous sounds, such as music or 
speech. 

Results suggest that the 
thudding sounds created by 
people walking barefoot are 
not captured by the current 
standardised performance 
metrics that are used in 
building codes. 

The challenge facing the 
research team is to integrate 
this new information with 
the existing metrics.
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Tiny, hidden galaxy provides a 
peek into the past

wHy mATTHEw pERRy AkA CHANdLER 
BING NEvER wATCHEd ‘FRIENdS’

UNIvERSE 

SITCOm STUdy 

Peeking out from behind the 
glare of a bright foreground 
star, astronomers have un-
covered the most extraordi-
nary example yet of a nearby 
galaxy with characteristics 
that are more like galaxies 
in the distant, early universe.

Only 1,200 light-years 
across, the tiny galaxy HI-
PASS J1131-31 has been nick-
named “Peekaboo” because 
of its emergence in the past 
50–100 years from behind 
the fast-moving star that was 
obscuring astronomers’ abil-
ity to detect it.

The discovery is the result 
of a combined effort of tele-
scopes on the ground and 
in space, including confir-
mation by NASA’s Hubble 
Space Telescope. Together, 
the research shows tantalis-
ing evidence that the Peeka-
boo Galaxy is the nearest 
example of the galaxy for-
mation processes that com-
monly took place not long 
after the big bang, 13.8 billion 

years ago.
“Uncovering the Peekaboo 

Galaxy is like discovering 
a direct window into the 
past, allowing us to study its 
extreme environment and 
stars at a level of detail that 
is inaccessible in the distant, 
early universe,” said astron-
omer Gagandeep Anand 
of the Space Telescope Sci-
ence Institute in Baltimore, 
Maryland, and co-author of 
the new study on Peekaboo’s 
intriguing properties.

Astronomers describe gal-
axies like Peekaboo as “ex-
tremely metal-poor” (XMP). 
In astronomy, “metals” re-
fers to all elements heavier 

than hydrogen and helium. 
The very early universe was 
almost entirely made up of 
primordial hydrogen and 
helium, elements forged in 
the big bang. 

Heavier elements were 
forged by stars over the 
course of cosmic history, 
building up to the generally 
metal-rich universe humans 
find themselves in today. Life 
as we know it is made from 
heavier element “building 
blocks” like carbon, oxygen, 
iron, and calcium.

While the universe’s earli-
est galaxies were XMP by 
default, similarly metal-
poor galaxies have also been 

found in the local universe. 
Peekaboo caught astrono-
mers’ attention because, 
not only is it an XMP galaxy 
without a substantial older 
stellar population, but at 
only 20 million light-years 
from Earth, it is located at 
least half the distance of the 
previously known young 
XMP galaxies.

Peekaboo was first de-
tected as a region of cold 
hydrogen more than 20 
years ago with the Austra-
lian Parkes radio telescope 
Murriyang, in the HI Parkes 
All Sky Survey by profes-
sor Barbel Koribalski, who 
is an astronomer at Austra-
lia’s national science agency 
CSIRO and a co-author of 
the latest research study on 
Peekaboo’s metallicity. Far-
ultraviolet observations by 
NASA’s space-based Galaxy 
Evolution Explorer mission 
showed it to be a compact 
blue dwarf galaxy.

“At first, we did not realise 
how special this little galaxy 
is,” Koribalski said of Peeka-
boo. 

It’s not uncommon for 
actors to not watch their 
shows or movies, and 

‘Friends’ alum Matthew 
Perry has revealed the addic-
tion battle he faced during 
his time on the hit sitcom as 
the reason for being among 
that list of celebrities. Perry 
recently, spoke to CBC about 
his memoir, ‘Friends, Lovers, 
and the Big Terrible Thing’ 
and talked about why he has 
never gone back to watch the 
show that was so loved by 

millions.
He said, “I was taking 55 

Vicodin a day, I weighed 128 
lbs, I was on ‘Friends’ get-
ting watched by 30 million 
people, and that’s why I can’t 
watch the show, because I 

was brutally thin.”
The actor went on to add 

that if he did watch the show, 
he would be able to tell ex-
actly what substances he 
had taken during each sea-
son based on his appearance.

“I didn’t watch the show, 
and I haven’t watched the 
show, because I could go, 
drinking, using opiates, 
drinking, using cocaine... 
I could tell season by sea-
son by how I looked. That’s 
why I don’t wanna watch it, 
because that’s what I see,” 
the actor said, reported Fox 
News.

However, it’s not like Perry, 
who played Chandler Bing 
on ‘Friends’ for 10 seasons, 
from 1994 until 2004, will 
never watch the show.

The actor said he still 
wants to watch the show that 
has become such a big hit 
across generations.  "I think 
I’m going to start to watch it, 
because it really has been an 
incredible thing to watch it 
touch the hearts of different 
generations,” Perry shared, 
as per Fox News.

In 2021, the Friends cast re-
turned to the sets of the show 
for a reunion special.  
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FIvE ICONIC mOmENTS IN SOCIAL 
mEdIA HISTORy
technology and humans have an inseparable 
connection. every technological advance, be it 
telephones or computers, led to the smarter 
and, sometimes, complex evolution, of humans. 
Social media is one of them. While some may say 
that it has been a boon, with humans connecting 
with their loved ones like never before and having 
limitless information just a tap away, others point 
out the dark side of the web. However, there have 
been some iconic moments over the course of 
history that shaped the Internet as we know it 
today.

Birth of fAceBooK
the birth of Facebook in 2004 marked 
a turning point in the history of the 
Internet. Facebook changed the way we 
interacted with our friends and family, 

stored photos, discovered events, and found jobs. 
With over 2 billion users, Facebook has connected 
the world like never before. While it has been a 
hosting space for thousands of trends and move-
ments, it has also been under the scanner for 
fake news.

the selfie MoMent 
ellen DeGeneres clicked a front facing 
camera ‘selfie’ and there was no looking 
back after that. With the selfie, a new 
trend started where individuals started 

clicking their own pictures from the front facing 
camera of their phones.

ice BucKet chAllenGe 
the Ice Bucket Challenge came at a 
time when we were hopping on the 
Instagram bandwagon. the Ice Bucket 
Challenge began in the United States, 

but it quickly spread throughout the world. the 
challenge involved people pouring a bucket of 
ice-cold water on themselves and nominating 
their friends to do the same. after the ice bucket 
challenge, several others came and went, but the 
former remains a memorable one.

BlAcK lives MAtter
the Black lives Matter movement 
proved that social media can also serve 
as a powerful tool in changing the 
course of history and correcting the 

wrong. regarded as the third most used hashtag 
for a social cause, Black lives Matter sought jus-
tice for black people around the world, especially 
after the killing of trayvon Martin.

ArAB sPrinGs 
Social media is believed to have led the 
political revolution and mobilised more 
people to join the movement. People 
demanded greater freedom and voiced 

their opinions on social media to fight for their 
rights.

— PrIYANkA SHArMA 

Photo of Peekaboo galaxy shared by Nasa. 

Matthew Perry as Chandler.

#Mcdelections2022
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IN BRIEF
KARAOKE MODE COMING  
TO APPLE MUSIC

American tech giant Apple has announced Apple Music 
Sing, a karaoke experience that will be built right into the 
company’s Apple Music app. According to The Verge, an 
American technology news website, with Apple Music 
Sing, users will be able to follow along with Apple Music’s 
real-time lyrics and adjust the volume of the vocals so that 
you can better hear your singing voice. Additionally, there 
are a few features that make it simpler to sing with oth-
ers. According to Apple, background voices can be heard 
separately from the lead vocals, and a duet view will be 
available if a user wishes to sing along with a compan-
ion. Apple will have more than 50 “dedicated companion 
playlists” featuring karaoke-ready songs that you can 
pick from. “Apple Music’s lyrics experience is consistently 
one of the most popular features on our service,” Oliver 
Schusser, Apple’s vice president of Apple Music and Beats, 
said in a press release, reported The Verge. As per the out-
let, he added, “We already know our users all over the 
world love to follow along to their favourite songs, so we 
wanted to evolve this offering even further to enable even 
more engagement around music through singing. It’s re-
ally a lot of fun, our customers are going to love it.” Later 
this month, Apple Music Sing will be available to users. It 
will function on “all compatible” iPhones and iPads, but 
the most recent Apple TV 4K, which was only released 
this year, is required if you want to use it on the Apple TV, 
as per The Verge.

GOOGLE SEARCH RESULTS NOW 
ALLOW SEAMLESS SCROLLING 
Surfing through search results just got easier at Google. 
The search giant recently announced a change in its search 
result layout on desktop devices. Instead of the usual divi-
sions into different pages, the search results will now be 
accessible through seamless scrolling of up to six pages’ 
worth of results. The search engine took to its official Twit-
ter handle to make the announcement. “Starting today, 
we’re bringing continuous scrolling to desktop in English 
in the U.S. so you can continue to see more search results 
easily. When you reach the bottom of a search results page, 
you’ll now be able to see up to six pages of results,” Google 
wrote. Users welcomed the change by posting their two 
cents about the recent development in the comments sec-
tion of Google’s tweet. “It can bring some eyes to pages that 
wouldn’t even be considered to be visited because they are 
one or more clicks away,” one user wrote.  “This is going to 
help a lot when I search things up for school projects,” an-
other user wrote. Yet another user wrote, “Good innova-
tion, keep it coming.” According to a report by The Verge, 
Google had earlier rolled out the feature of continuous 
scrolling for search results on mobile phones. However, 
in a significant difference between the mobile and desktop 
scrolling features, the latter won’t be ‘infinite’ in nature. 
A ‘see more’ button would appear after the results of six 
pages are scrolled through.

AI-FACE SCANNER TO VERIFY 
USER AGE ON FACEBOOK DATING                
Social media giant Facebook is experimenting with meth-
ods, such as using an AI face scanner, to allow users of 
the platform’s dating service to verify their age. Accord-
ing to The Verge, an American technology news web-
site, Face-
book’s 
parent 
company 
Meta re-
cently an-
nounced 
in a blog 
post that 
it would 
start 
prompt-
i n g  u s -
e r s  o n 
Facebook 
Dating to 
verify that 
they’re over 18 if 
the platform suspects a user is underage. Users can then 
verify their age by sharing a selfie video that Facebook 
shares with a third-party business or by uploading a 
copy of their ID. According to Meta, the company, Yoti, 
uses facial cues to determine a user’s age without iden-
tifying them. Meta says the new age verification systems 
will help stop children from accessing features meant 
for adults. It doesn’t appear there are any requirements 
for adults to verify their age on Facebook Dating, as re-
ported by GSM Arena. Meta has used Yoti for other age 
verification purposes, including vetting Instagram us-
ers who attempt to change their birthdate to make them 
18 or older. However, as per The Verge, the system isn’t 
equally accurate for all people: Yoti’s data shows that 
its accuracy is worse for “female” faces and people with 
darker complexions.

SAMSUNG GALAXY A14 5G’S 
BATTERY CAPACITY CONFIRMED                    
South Korean tech conglomerate Samsung’s upcoming 
smartphone, the Galaxy A14 5G, is well on its way to 
market, as affirmed by recent leaks. According to GSM 
Arena, a tech news website, though still unannounced, it 
has passed through the FCC, confirming its battery capac-
ity in the process. As rumours have suggested, the A14 
5G will rock a large 5,000 mAh pack. GSM Arena has 
reported that the Galaxy A14 5G will look very similar to 
its predecessor, with a waterdrop notch on its LCD, a triple 
rear camera setup, and a side-mounted fingerprint/power 
button combo. The rumour mill suggests that the Galaxy 
A14 5G will have a 6.8-inch, HD+ LCD panel and run on 
a still unannounced Samsung Exynos chipset. It’s said to 
rock a 50MP primary camera on the back and a 13MP 
front camera. According to GSM Arena, there is currently 
no information on pricing or availability other than hints 
that the device will be “aggressively priced.” Meanwhile, 
Samsung has been rolling out their Android 13-based One 
UI 5 update for their smartphones. The company recently 
also assured users that they are aiming to bring future One 
UI versions even faster and to more devices simultane-
ously, according to GSM Arena.

India’s highest-selling 
luxury carmaker, Mer-
cedes-Benz, has ended 

2022 on a high. The German 
brand has launched a new 
SUV with 3 different pow-
ertrains—Petrol, Diesel and 
Electric all together. While 
the first two are called GLB, 
the cleaner version of the 
SUV is called the EQB. The 
biggest USP is that these 
cars are being presented as 
affordable 7-seaters in the 
luxury car space. The intro-
ductory pricing for the GLB 
200 (Petrol) is Rs. 63.8 lakh 
(ex-showroom), while the 
Diesel variants are priced 
at Rs. 66.8 lakh and Rs. 69.8 
lakh. Finally, the EQB 300 
4MATIC will retail at Rs. 
74.5 lakh, making it the most 
affordable electric offering 
from Mercedes in India.

MERCEDES-BENZ GLB
The German luxury car 
brand is calling the design 
of the GLB off-road-orient-
ed. It gets short overhangs 
at the front and rear, and the 
optical underride guards 
provide protection in that 
respect. The length, wheel-
base, and height is very 
close to the GLC, something 
that should work well with 
the buyer. This has helped 
in achieving a generous 
amount of space and a maxi-
mum boot capacity of 1680 
liters. The GLB offers a third-
seat row with two additional 
individual seats. Mercedes 
says the last row is ideal for 
families with kids and pet 
lovers. The second row has 
a 40:20:40 folding split, and 
if required, you can slide the 
entire second row by up to 
90 mm forward and 50 mm 
backward.

The GLB gets the option 
of4-cylinder petrol and 
diesel engines. The latter 
also gets a 4x4 version, so 
there’s enough to choose 
from. With 190 hp and 

400 Nm, the Diesel 
is also the bigger 
and more power-
ful motor of the 
two. It also gets a 
superior 8-speed 
DCT and takes 
7.6 seconds to 
reach the speed 
of 100 kmph 
from zero, which 
is faster than 
Petrol which takes 
9.1 seconds. The 
car also gets an 
off-road engineer-
ing package in the 
4MATIC variant, 
which changes the en-
gine’s power delivery and 
the ABS control for rough 
terrain.

The GLB also gets the 
MBUX (Mercedes-Benz 
User Experience) system, 

n o w  a 
common feature 
in most brands’ cars. Then 
there’s the Active Parking 
Assist, which makes search-
ing for a parking space eas-
ier and assists in parallel 

parking. In all, 
there are 5 exterior 
colours and 3 upholstery 
options on this car, and this 

depends on the vari-
ant you choose to buy.

 
MERCEDES-BENZ 
EQB
The EQB interprets Mer-
cedes-EQ’s progressive 
luxury in a unique way. It 
features the signature Mer-
cedes-EQ black panel grille 
with a central star. A further 
distinctive design feature of 
the all-electric Mercedes-EQ 
vehicles is the continuous 
light strip at the front and 
rear. In terms of cabin and 
features, the EQB is similar 
to the GLB and gets the same 
kind of space, tech, and seats. 
This SUV also gets five exte-
rior paint options along with 
a rosé gold or titanium grey 
pearl interior.

The SUV is fitted with a lith-
ium-ion battery, which has a 
maximum voltage of 367 V 
and a usable energy content 
of 66.5 kWh. The car has 2 
motors, an asynchronous 
motor and a newly developed 
permanently excited syn-
chronous motor in the rear 
axle. This gives a combined 
power output of 168 kW and a 
torque of 390 Nm. The 4MA-
TIC system uses Torque shift, 
where the distribution of the 
torque is adjusted 100 times 
per second as required on a 
continuously variable basis 
between the two electric units 
at the front and rear axles.

The EQB also gets naviga-
tion with electric intelligence, 
which calculates the fastest 
route to the destination, tak-
ing into account charging 
power and the duration of 
possible charging stops. It 
can charge with a maximum 
power of up to 100 kW with 
DC charging. The charg-
ing time is 32 minutes from 
10–80% charge. Mercedes 
says the charging process is 
automatically stopped if an 
impact is detected when the 
car is charging at a DC charg-
ing station. The car can give a 
maximum range of 423 kms 
on a single charge and can do 
0-100 kmph in 8 seconds.
The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com

 NEW RELEASE

MERCEDES-BENZ LAUNCHES GLB,  
EQB SEVEN-SEATER SUVS IN INDIA
SHAMS NAQVI
NEW DELHI

Mercedes EQB and GLB. 
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MAKEOVER

How to decorate your bedroom 
for a cosy winter snooze

Winters are here, and so is the time to 
revamp our bedrooms to make them 

warmer and cosier against the biting 
cold, while keeping them festive for 
the holiday season. From decor to fur-
niture to lighting, a bedroom renova-
tion can prove to be quite a daunting 

task for many.
Fret not! Here we are with five easy-

peasy ideas for you to make your bed-
room winter-ready, where you can 
doze off on the brink of comfort.   

STUDY FINDINGS

People with mental 
disorders lose years 
of working life

A new study from Aarhus 
University shows that peo-
ple diagnosed with a mental 
disorder work on average 
10.5 years less compared 
with the general population. 
The study is the first to map 
an estimate of lost working 
years due to mental disor-
ders.

By looking at the data of all 
people aged 18–65 years reg-
istered in Denmark over a 
period of 22 years, research-
ers from Aarhus University 
have been able to shed light 
on some of the consequenc-
es faced by those diagnosed 
with a mental disorder.

The study, published in 
The Lance, followed a total 
of 5,163,321 individuals in 
Denmark, 488,775 of whom 
were diagnosed with a men-
tal disorder. The research-
ers found that all diagnosed 
mental disorders are associ-
ated with a substantial loss of 
working life.

While it is not news that 
people with mental illnesses 
are more likely to be unem-
ployed or on disability ben-
efits, the study is the first to 
quantify an estimated mea-
sure of time lost, according 
to the study’s lead author, 
Associate Professor Oleguer 
Plana-Ripoll of Aarhus Uni-
versity’s Department of Epi-
demiology.

“It is not surprising that 
people diagnosed with men-
tal disorders experience 
more time outside the work-
force, we already knew that. 
But the magnitude surprised 
us, losing an average of 10.5 
years of working life is a lot,” 

he says.
Information on mental dis-

orders was obtained from the 
Danish Psychiatric Central 
Research Register, and in-
formation on labour market 
characteristics was obtained 
from administrative regis-
ters, giving the researchers 
a precise overview of the 
impact of mental disorder 
diagnoses.

For Oleguer Plana-Ripoll, 
the findings showcase the 
substantial impact mental 
disorders have on the lives of 
those diagnosed.

“Our study shows that 
patients with mental disor-
ders to a very high degree 
are more unable to work or 
study compared to the av-
erage Danish population. 
There is a need to invest in 
programmes that reduce the 
number of working years lost 
and assist people with men-
tal disorders in returning to 
the workforce,” he explains.

SCHIZOPHRENIA  
The researchers first looked 
at the overall number of 
working years lost associ-
ated with all mental diagno-
ses combined, landing on an 
average of 10.5 years. After-
wards, the researchers also 
broke it down into 24 specific 
types of mental diagnoses.

GOOD OL’ TO-DO LIST

Do you have a to-do list? Of 
course, many of us do. The 
famous to-do list concept is 
the backbone of most pro-
ductivity systems; it is used 
to track tasks and manage 
your attention throughout 
the day. 

We’re all aware of making 
a to-do list to improve our 
productivity. 

THE HIDDEN GEM- 
‘NOT-TO-DO’ LIST
We all have a to-do list, but 
how many of us have a not-
to-do List? 

So far, you have been con-
centrating on getting things 
done. Also, it is essential 
to spend your time accom-
plishing only those things 
that matter.

You may get carried away 
with the momentum of 
performing task after task, 
many of which are not even 
adding any value to your 
productive day. At work, 
a gazillion errands desire 
your attention, out of which 
only some are valuable. As 

necessary as it is to do im-
portant things, it is equally 
critical to not do things that 
are of no value.

Example: Do not agree to 
meetings or calls with no 
clear agenda or end time. 
That meeting or call doesn’t 
hold any value until you 
have a clear agenda, date, 
time, and venue for it.

TO-DO LIST OR  
NOT-TO-DO LIST?
As a productivity enthusi-
ast, I say to-do lists are pow-
erful, but a complementary 
approach can further im-
prove our productivity: the 
not-to-do List.” You don’t 
need to stop making your 
everyday to-do list, instead, 
make a not-to-do list along-
side. A not-to-do list is a con-
venient tool to stay more at-
tentive to the crucial things 
in your personal and profes-
sional life. In simple words, 
it’s a list of tasks you don’t 
do, no matter what.

You delete them, delegate 
them, outsource them, or 
just say no when they try 
to crawl back their way on 
your to-do list. 

A very well-thought-out 
not-to-do list helps you 
maintain better focus and 
only execute tasks that 
produce the greatest value. 
Another advantage of a not-
to-do List is that you become 
more realistic as you focus 
on the most significant tasks 
at least 85% of the time.

Example: Do not check 
e-mail constantly; “batch” 
and check at set times only. 

This way, your mind doesn’t 
wander towards your 
emails, and the maximum 
focus is on your task.

WHAT IS A NOT-TO-DO 
LIST?
To be more clear, it’s not a 
list of bad habits you’re com-
mitted to breaking or nega-
tive behaviour you want to 
be sure to avoid.

Example: No junk food 
today. That won’t help. That 
is a habit that has to be inte-
grated into your lifestyle.

It’s a list of tasks that you 
must not do to avoid time 
wastage and concentration 
lapse. Also, these tasks are 
irrelevant, as they don’t lead 
you to any of your larger ob-
jectives, hamper your work, 
and aren’t even compulsory 
for you to perform. Realisti-
cally, you are much better off 

not accomplishing them.
You have two options- ei-

ther not to do that task or 
delegate it to someone.

Example: Say no to social 
media indulgence every 
hour. Decide upon a time 
and scroll through your so-
cial media feed at that desig-
nated time.

A not-to-do list will not 
only bring you clarity but 
also inner peace because 
there will be less shame 
and anxiety over things you 
think you should do, but are 
having trouble getting to.

It may sound weird. You’re 
busy enough already but 
set aside a little chunk of 
time, half an hour to begin 
with and then subsequently 
lesser time, for creating your 
not-to-do-list. The produc-
tivity you gain will be so 
worth it.

UPGRADE YOUR  
LIFE WITH A  
NOT-TO-DO LIST

Did you know: What you 
don’t do determines what 
you can do.

Here are five unproductive 
habits that entrepreneurs 
and other professionals 
should aim to eliminate. 

When you avoid non-trivial 
tasks consciously, it’ll auto-
matically funnel your energy 
into things that you want to 
do. And that is how you can 
maximise your performance.
1.Do not carry mobile 

phones to washrooms- 
This is not just a big time 
waster but an energy-
drainer too.

2.Do not e-mail first thing in 
the morning or last thing 
at night- This idea messes 
up with your priorities 

and plans for the day. It 
can wait until 10.00 a.m.-
11.00 a.m. when you are 
done with your one big 
hairy task.

3. Do not take calls from any 
unrecognised numbers- 
This is just an unwanted 
interruption that you are 
not looking for.

4. Do not start a day without 
a productive technique- 
There are a lot of tech-
niques available to have 
better time management 
skills and clarity. From 
Pomodoro technique to 
Pareto analysis, Eisen-
hower matrix to simple 
Time-Blocking method- 
just go for anything. There 
are more than seven such 
techniques, you can go for.

5. Do not work straight-
up for hours if you have 
a sedentary job- Take a 
break frequently for some 
humble stretching. This is 
important for your physi-
cal as well as your mental 
health. 
       

FINAL TAKE
Target just a couple of not-
to-do items, just as you 
would with high-priority 
to-do items. The blessings 
of a not-to-do list are un-
derstated. It enables you to 
get rid of not-so-important 
tasks with ease. Now that 
you understand the impor-
tance of a not-to-do List, 
create your own. Unleash 
the power now.
Aditi N.C. is a award winning 
fempreneur and Founder & 
CEO ‘The Social Unicorns’.

PRODUCTIVITY TIPS

TAKE THESE POWERFUL 
ACTIONS BEFORE YOU HIT 2023

ADITI N.C. 

We all know how it feels — 
one minute life is cruising 
along, and the next minute 
you’re slammed with a mil-
lion things to do. It’s easy 
to feel overwhelmed and 
stressed out in these mo-
ments, but there are a few 
things you can do to make 
the stress a bit more man-
ageable.

MAKE A LIST
One of the best ways to man-
age stress is to make a list of 
all the things you need to do. 
This will help you see every-
thing that needs to be done, 
and it will also help you feel 
organised and in control.

TAKE BREAKS
It’s important to take breaks 
when you’re feeling over-
whelmed and stressed. 
When you take a break, 
you can relax and recharge, 
which will help you be more 

productive when you get 
back to work.

DELEGATE
If you have a lot of things to 
do, it’s important to delegate 
tasks to other people. This 
will help lighten your load, 
and it will also help you get 
things done more quickly.

TAKE A DEEP BREATH
When you’re feeling over-
whelmed and stressed, tak-
ing a deep breath can help 
calm you down. Just a few 
seconds of deep breathing 
can help clear your mind 
and make you feel more re-
laxed.

TALK TO SOMEONE
If you’re feeling over-
whelmed and stressed, it 
can be helpful to talk to 
someone about it. Talking 
to someone can help you get 
things off your chest, and it 
can also help you find a so-
lution to the problem.

Coping with stress 
Here are five healthy ways 

to cope with stress:

EXERCISE
Exercise is a great way to 
relieve stress. It releases 
endorphins, which have 
mood-boosting effects, and 
it also helps to clear your 
mind. Choose a form of ex-
ercise that you enjoy, such 
as running, swimming, or 
biking, and make it a regular 
part of your routine.

MEDITATION
Meditation is a great way 
to calm the mind and focus 
on the present moment. It 
can be done anywhere, and 
it only takes a few minutes 
each day. Find a comfortable 
place to sit or recline, and fo-
cus on your breath.

YOGA
Yoga is a form of exercise 
that combines stretch-
ing and meditation. It can 

help to improve flexibility, 
strength, and concentration, 
and it is also a great way to 
relieve stress. There are 
many different types of 
yoga, so find one that suits 
you.

AROMATHERAPY
Aromatherapy is the use 
of essential oils to promote 
relaxation and well-being. 
When used correctly, aro-
matherapy can be an effec-
tive way to reduce stress. 
Choose a few essential oils 
that you enjoy, and add them 
to a diffuser or bathtub.

GET ENOUGH SLEEP
Getting enough sleep is 
essential for good health, 
and it is also a great way to 
combat stress. When we are 
tired, our minds and bod-
ies are less able to cope with 
stress. Make sure you are 
getting enough quality sleep 
each night by sticking to a 
regular sleep schedule.

LIFESTYLE ISSUES

WHEN LIFE GETS CRAZY-BUSY, DO 
THIS TO FEEL LESS STRESSED 

MOHAMMED MACHRAOUI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

THE MORE, THE BETTER

Layers keep your bedding warm and soft as the freeze 
endures. So layer up your bedding with textured sheets, 
throws, and thick blankets to prepare your sleep station 
for the dipping temperatures.

WARM THE FLOORS WITH RUGS

Woolen or faux-hide rugs on the floor would feel like hugs 
to your feet as you walk over them, providing excellent 
insulation with each step you take.

GET A NEW 
FRAGRANCE
A bowl of fresh pot-
pourri or candles 
with warm wintry 
scents like spiced 
cinnamon would 
notch up the comfy 
feel of your hiber-
nating haven.

THICKEN  
EVERYTHING UP
Right from the slip-
covers on your sofa 
to your curtains, 
get new decor that 
is thicker in texture 
and warmer in the 
finish, like wool or 
velvet.

SWITCH UP THE LIGHTING
During the day, let sunlight in for as long as possible for 
natural brightness and heat in the room. At night, switch the 
usual white fluorescent lights with warm-colored bedside 
lamps. The amber glow from the lamps makes the room feel 
much more intimate and relaxing than before. 

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON
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WORLD CUP 2023

TDG NETWORK
BANGALORE 

Prolific forward Lalit Upad-
hyay, who made his inter-
national debut in 2014 at 
the FIH Men’s World Cup 
in Hague, Netherlands, 
candidly spoke about the 
team’s dream of a podium 
finish in the upcoming FIH 
Odisha Hockey Men’s World 
Cup 2023 Bhubaneswar - 
Rourkela.

Lalit spoke about his jour-
ney in the Indian Men’s 
Hockey team when he 
appeared on Hockey Te 
Charcha - a podcast series 
by Hockey India. “Hockey 
World Cup is a very big event, 
when I debuted in 2014 it was 

like a dream come true but 
along with that it was also a 
challenge to stay in the team, 
to take up more responsibil-
ity. I am happy how things 

have turned out for me over 
the last decade,” he said.

“The FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023 
Bhubaneswar - Rourkela is 

a great opportunity to cre-
ate history, to fulfil the fans 
dream to lift the World Cup 
so we have been working to-
wards that ending. We will 
try to replicate what we did 
during the Tokyo Olympics 
after which people felt we 
revived hockey in India, we 
want to return the love hock-
ey fans showered on us by 
doing something significant. 
The Bronze Medal in Tokyo 
was certainly just the begin-
ning, we will get more med-
als and change the colour of 
the medal in Paris 2024 with 
the help of SAI, Hockey India 
and the Odisha State Govern-
ment; it is time for us to repay 
their faith and perform well 

in the FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023 Bhu-
baneswar - Rourkela,” said 
an emotional Lalit.

Asked about the confidence 
boost in the Men’s Hockey 
Team after winning the 
Bronze in Tokyo Olympics 
Lalit said, “It was a long wait 
and I believe it signalled the 
start of a new era in hockey. 
In India, people always loved 
hockey but their support 
truly came to the fore when 
we won the Bronze Medal. 
A performance like this was 
needed to make the entire 
country celebrate for hockey. 
Now we are eager to create 
more such performances in 
world-level events.”

QUAD STRAIN

TDG NETWORK
ADELAIDE 

Australia skipper Pat 
Cummins has been ruled 
out of the second Test 
against West Indies after 
not recovering from the 
quad strain he picked up 
in Perth.

Cummins failed to bowl 
during the final two days 
of Australia’s emphatic 
164-run victory over the 
West Indies in the open-
ing Test in Perth and his 
spot in the XI for Adelaide 
will instead be taken by 
fellow quick Scott Boland. 
Boland hasn’t played a 
Test since he collected 18 
wickets from three Ashes 
Tests against England last 
summer but earns a recall 
after missing out on selec-
tion in Perth.

The absence of Cummins 
also means veteran batter 
Steve Smith will captain 
Australia once again after 
he stood in for the Austra-

lia skipper in the Adelaide 
Test against England last 

year when Cummins was 
deemed a close COVID-19 

contact.
“Team medical staff 

commenced Cummins’ 
recovery in Adelaide but 
selectors deemed there 
was not sufficient time for 
the fast bowler to be fully 
fit for the match, which 
starts tomorrow. Cum-
mins is expected to return 
for the opening Test match 
against South Africa in 
Brisbane,” a statement 
said as reported by ES-
PNcricinfo.

With Australia playing 
five Test matches in less 
than five weeks, handling 
the fast bowlers will be 
critical for the selectors. 
The four-Test visit of In-
dia will therefore begin in 
early February.

With Australia play-
ing two series in Asia 
following the Ashes last 
summer, and then Josh 
Hazlewood returning in 
Perth last week, Boland 
has failed to add to his 
three caps, but he is seen 
to be ideally suited to the  
pink ball in Adelaide. 

PAT CUMMINS RULED OUT OF ADELAIDE TEST 
AGAINST WEST INDIES, STEVE SMITH TO CAPTAIN

David Warner withdraws bid to lift his 
lifetime ban from Australia captaincy

Australia skipper Pat Cummins 

CLEAN AND JERK CATEGORY
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Mirabai Chanu wins silver at 
World Championships

Olympic medallist Mirabai 
Chanu bagged a silver medal 
in the 2022 World Weight-
lifting Championships in 
Bogota, Colombia.

Mirabai lifted a total of 
200kg (87kg snatch + 113kg 
clean & jerk), 2kg more than 
the Olympic champion from 
China Hou Zhihua (198kg) 
and 6kg behind another Chi-
nese, Jiang Huihua (206kg: 
93+113) who won the gold 
medal. Hou Zhihui of China 
took bronze with 198 (89kg 
plus 109 kg).

Mirabai’s 
wrist problem 
became appar-
ent when she 
struggled with 
the overhead 
lift in her sec-
ond clean-
and-jerk at-
tempt, but 
she recov-
ered fast to 
finish with 

the best lift of 113kg. She had 
the best attempt of 87kg in 
the snatch event. Mirabai 
took home the silver in the 
clean and jerk category with 
her 113kg attempt.

This was Mirabai’s second 
Worlds medal, 
having 
previ-

ously won gold at the 2017 
World Championships with 
a lift of 194kg (85kg plus 
109kg). She came in fourth 
place in the 2019 edition.

Olympic champion Hou 
appeared to be labouring on 
the day, lifting significantly 
below her personal bests of 
96 kg in snatch and 118kg 
in clean and jerk (Mirabai 
holds the world record in 
that, at 119kg).

According to the Paris 
Olympics qualifying system, 
a lifter needs to compete in 
two compulsory events - the 
2023 World Championships 
and the 2024 World Cup. 

The 2022 World Champi-
onships are the first 

qualifying event 
for the 2024 

Paris Olym-
pics, where 
weightlift-
ing events 
will be cut 
from 14 
at Tokyo 
Games 
to 10. 

Indian Men’s Hockey team

TOKYO OLYMPICS HAUL SIGNALLED START OF NEW 
ERA FOR INDIAN HOCKEY: FORWARD LALIT UPADHYAY

SECOND ODI

BANGLADESH DEFEAT INDIA BY 
5 RUNS, CLINCH ODI SERIES
Bangladesh survived a late 
blitz from an injured Rohit 
Sharma to secure a nar-
row five-run win to take 
an unassailable 2-0 lead 
in the three-match ODI 
series at the Shere Bangla 
National Stadium here  
on Wednesday.

Playing with a heavily 
bandaged left thumb, the 
gallant half-century from 
the Indian captain could 
not save India from a con-
secutive ODI series defeat 
in Bangladesh as Mustafi-
zur Rahman defended 20 
runs from the last over to 
secure a win for his team. 
Ebadot Hossain fired again 
with the ball and picked up 
three wickets while centu-
rion Mehidy Hasan Miraz 
also chipped in with two 
scalps. Shreyas Iyer top-
scored for India with a pa-
tient inning of 82 runs.

In a game that ebbed and 
flowed, India were tottering 
at 208/7 with no hope of 
making a match out of the 
run-chase, but the Indian 
captain came out to bat and 
went for the leather to give 
the Bangladeshi team a ma-
jor scare. The skipper tried 
to pull a heist at the fag end 
of the innings but fell short 
of one big hit on the last ball 

of the inning. India began 
the chase with star batter 
Virat Kohli opening the in-
ning with Shikhar Dhawan 
instead of Rohit Sharma. 
The Indian captain did not 
open the inning after injur-
ing his hand while fielding 
in the slip cordon.

The Indian team got off 
to a poor start as they lost 
both Virat and Dhawan in 
the first three overs. Virat 
played on while attempting 
a pull off Ebadot Hossain 
and was dismissed for 5(6).

Dhawan was beaten for 
bounce as the ball bowled 

by Mustafizur Rahman 
crept in sharply, to take him 
by surprise and the Left-
hander could only manage 
a glove as the ball looped 
up in air to be pouched by 
Mehidy Hasan Miraz.

Shreyas Iyer and Wahi-
ngton Sundar tried to see 
off the first 10 overs, where 
the ball was moving around 
and probing the batsman 
but the left-hander was 
dismissed on the last ball of 
the 10th over to leave India 
tottering at 39/3 at the end 
of the first powerplay.

Sundar was promoted up 

the order given his recent 
robust performances with 
the bat in the last few in-
nings but the all-rounder 
failed to grab the opportu-
nity and was dismissed by 
Shakib Al Hasan trying to 
knock the ball into the leg-
side with hard hands.

Last match’s top-scorer 
for India, KL Rahul walked 
onto the crease and looked 
like he would steady the 
Indian inning with Iyer 
who has been in top-notch 
form in ODIs in 2022, but 
the right-hander departed 
in the 19th over.

Bangladesh’s Mehidy Hasan Miraz celebrates after completing his maiden hundred during the 2nd 
ODI match against India, at Shere Bangla National Stadium, in Dhaka on Wednesday. 
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PUBLIC LYNCHING

Australia’s star batter David 
Warner announced that he 
had withdrawn his appli-
cation for overturning his 
captaincy ban, claiming the 
independent panel put in 
place to review the matter 
wanted to put him through 
a “public lynching” in an ex-
plosive post on Wednesday.

In a lengthy social media 
post, Warner said that the 
counsel helping the review 
panel, which is independent 
of Cricket Australia, made 
“offensive” remarks during 
the process. In his statement 
released on social media, he 
said, “My family is more im-
portant to me than cricket. 
Over the course of the past 
nearly five years since the 
events that occurred dur-
ing the Third Test in Cape 
Town, even with all the hu-
miliation and attacks that 
they have had to endure, I 
have enjoyed the unwaver-
ing support and love of my 
wife Candice and my three 
daughters, Ivy Mae, Indi 
Rae, and Isla Rose. They are 
my world.”

“Since that Test and even 
though my ban from leader-
ship roles may never be lift-
ed, I have taken it upon my-
self to reform, to rehabilitate 
and to transform my ap-
proach to the game. I have 
served and been subject to 
a crushing, unprecedented, 
penalty that has horribly 

impacted me and my family 
for the past nearly five years 
without the prospect of any 
relief until now,” Warner 
further wrote.

When CA accepted the 
change to their code of con-
duct that permitted Warner 
to challenge his leadership 
ban, they stated that it was 
neither an appeal against 
the initial decision nor a re-
consideration of the origi-
nal infraction - the part he 
played during the New-
lands ball-tampering saga 
in 2018.

“On 21 November 2022, 
the Cricket Australia Code 
of Conduct for Players and 
Player Support Personnel 
(the Code of Conduct) was 
amended to permit players 
to apply for a modification 
to Long-Term Sanctions. 

With the announcement of 
the amendment to the Code 
of Conduct, I held the hope 
and was encouraged, that I 
would be given a proper op-
portunity to demonstrate to 
the Review Panel that I have 
demonstrated my deep re-
gret and remorse; and that 
my rehabilitation and trans-
formation are profound,” 
the Australia batter further 
added in a post.

“With the encouragement 
of administrators and col-
leagues and in accordance 
with the rules under the 
Code of Conduct, on 25 No-
vember 2022, I submitted 
an application to Cricket 
Australia for a modifica-
tion to my lifetime ban 
from leadership positions 
in cricket. I did so in good 
faith on the understanding 

that established procedures 
under the Code of Conduct 
would be followed,” Warner 
said.

As part of the statement, 
Warner stated that the func-
tion of the lawyer assisting 
had been terminated and 
that CA had supported him 
in opposing the review pan-
el’s methodology, but that 
after a week, they had “cho-
sen to ignore the request in 
any significant sense.”

“I hoped I would be given 
the opportunity, under the 
established practice and 
procedure of the Code of 
Conduct that is reflected in 
the amendments, to dem-
onstrate that I have satisfied 
the necessary requirements 
for a modification to my ban 
and that I might be permit-
ted to see out the balance of 
my career without the yoke 
hanging around my neck 
and further anguish for my 
family,” he said. “However, 
despite my opposition and 
that of Cricket Australia, on 
Tuesday last week Counsel 
Assisting the Review Panel 
and the Review Panel took 
it upon themselves to con-
coct an irregular procedure 
(overturning presumptions 
and previous practice) for 
the determination of my 
application and establish a 
novel approach that would 
negatively impact the health 
and welfare of my family 
and the interests of the Aus-
tralian cricket team,” he fur-
ther stated.
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BIG CLASH

MHA gives clearance to Pak 
blind cricket team for T20 WC 

The Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) has given 
clearance for the issuance 
of visas to 34 Pakistani 
players and officials to 
participate in the ongoing 
Blind Cricket World Cup 
2022 in India.

“MHA has cleared 
names of 34 players and 
officials of Pakistan Blind 
cricket team for World 
Cup in India after scru-
tiny,” government sources 
said. In a statement on 
Tuesday, Pakistan Blind 
Cricket Council (PBCC) 
claimed that its team could 
not get visa clearance from 

the Indian external affairs 
ministry which left the 
team in the lurch.

Asked about the issue, 
the government officials 
said, “MHA doesn’t issue 
visas. All 34 names of the 

Pakistani players and offi-
cials have been cleared for 
issuance of visas. Foreign 
high commission issues 
the visas.” The semifinals 
and the grand final will be 
hosted by Bengaluru.
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Pakistan Blind cricket team 

David Warner



sports16 the daily guardian review
thursday |  08 decmber 2022
new delhi

FIFA WC

TDG NETWORK
LUSAIL  

TDG NETWORK
LUSAIL  

A hat-trick by 21-year-old 
Goncalo Ramos and strikes 
from Pepe, Raphael Guer-

reiro and Rafael Leao helped Portu-
gal advance to the quarterfinals of 
the ongoing FIFA World Cup as they 
thrashed Switzerland 6-1 at Lusail, 
Qatar on Wednesday.

Starting off, Portugal had their 
star striker Cristiano Ronaldo on the 
bench. This comes after he was an-
gry at being substituted during his 
side’s previous match against South 
Korea. Joao Felix made the first at-
tempt at attack from Portugal’s side, 
passing to Bruno Fernandes at the 
edge of the Swiss box but the latter 
could not control the ball.

In the fifth minute, the Swiss for-
ward Breel Embolo latched onto a 
headed pass, and went past two de-
fenders but his shot was deflected by 
Pepe. The match started slow, with 
only one shot at goal by the Swiss in 
the first 13-14 minutes. In the 17th 
minute, it was Portugal who got the 
early lead. Goncalo Ramos, the man 
who had replaced Ronaldo, came 
through with a fiery near-post drive, 
which ended up finding the net de-
spite the acuteness of the angle. 
Ramos made good use of the pass 
received from Joao Felix. In the 25th 
minute, there was some concern 
for Switzerland as defender Fabian 
Schar was down on the ground and 
received some treatment.

Embolo won a free kick for Swit-

zerland in the 29th minute. Shaqiri 
took the free kick and whipped a 
fine effort that went up and over 
the Portuguese wall, looked to be 
heading onto the post but Portugal 
keeper Costa took no chances and 
collected the ball. In the 33rd min-
ute, Pepe doubled the lead for Por-
tugal. A brilliant header helped him 
score and become the oldest scorer 
at World Cup knockout stages. In 
the 35th minute, Felix was involved 
in another scoring opportunity for 
Portugal but fumbled it. Portugal 
continued to dominate proceedings. 
To make things worse, the referee 
gave a yellow card to Swiss player 
Fabian Schar for a late foul on Felix.

Four additional minutes of stop-
page time were added, with neither 
side taking advantage.

At half-time, the scoreline read 

2-0 in favour of Portugal, who also 
dominated ball possession with 53 
per cent as compared to the Swiss’ 47 
per cent. Portugal had six shots on 
target while Switzerland took four.

At the resumption of the match, 
Portugal earned a corner in the 49th 
minute, but Swiss defender Ricardo 
Rodriguez prevented the Portuguese 
from adding the third. Ramos con-
tinued his dream run in the match 
as in the 51st minute, Diogo Dalot 
drilled the ball into the near post and 
Ramos fired it through Yann Som-
mer’s legs to make it 3-0. He scored 
a brace.

Pepe and Felix made some more 
chances for Portugal, but it was Ra-
phael Guerreiro in the 56th minute 
who made full use of space left by 
Swiss right-back Fernandes to add 
another goal to Switzerland’s piling 

miseries. In the 55th minute, Swit-
zerland made two substitutes. On 
came Zakaria and Seferovic for Sow 
and Freuler.

Switzerland opened their account 
in the 58th minute with the help of 
Manuel Akanji, who made the score-
line read 4-1. But there was clearly a 
lot left to be done. In the 59th min-
ute, Switzerland’s Eray Comert was 
booked for committing a foul.

The most notable moment of the 
game came in the 67th minute, when 
Ramos’ brilliant finish sent the ball 
past Sommer to not only make it 5-1 
in favour of Portugal, but also bring 
up his hat-trick, the very first in the 
2022 edition of the tournament.

In the 72nd minute, Portugal made 
three changes as Ronaldo, Vitinha and 
Horta replaced hat-trick hero Ramos, 
Otavio and Felix. Four minutes into 
his arrival, Ronaldo took a free kick 
but missed an opportunity to score.

Embolo attempted to score for the 
Swiss in the 80th minute but failed.

In the 84th minute, Ronaldo drove 
the ball past Sommer for a goal, but 
out came the offside flag denying the 
star his moment in the game.

Two minutes into stoppage time, 
Rafael Leao came through with a 
stunning curl over Sommer’s head to 
make it 6-1. Portugal qualified for the 
quarterfinal, with the scoreline read-
ing 6-1 in their favour at full-time. 
Switzerland became more dominant 
in terms of ball possession in the sec-
ond half, ending with overall figures 
of around 52 per cent while Portugal 
took the rest of it. 

GONCALO RAMOS HAT-TRICK SENDS 
PORTUGAL INTO QUARTERFINALS

WIN OVER SWITZERLAND

It was a game strategy: Portugal 
manager on Ronaldo’s omission 
from starting eleven 

France’s Kylian Mbappe

Portugal star striker Cristiano Ronaldo 
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‘MY CONTRACT IS ENDING, BUT I AM HAPPY WITH TEAM’

Following his side’s loss 
to Morocco in their FIFA 
World Cup round of 16 
match, Spain boss Luis 
Enrique said that his con-
tract is going to end but he 
is happy with the team and 
federation.

Morocco knocked out 
2010 World Cup winners 
Spain, thrashing them 
3-0 in a penalty shootout 
to storm into the quarter-
finals of the FIFA World 
Cup at the Education City 
Stadium on Tuesday in a 
crucial round-of-16 clash. 
On his future with Spain, 
Enrique was quoted as say-
ing by Sky Sports, “I do not 
know the decision. This is 
not the right time to speak 
about my future, this is not 
relevant, not important. My 
contract is going to end but 

as you know I am very hap-
py at the national team and 
with the federation. I need 
to think what is best for me 
and the national team.”

Enrique said on the pen-
alty shootout: “It is my re-
sponsibility. I picked the 
first three penalty-takers, 
and then they could decide 
themselves. But the first 
three were my decision, and 
I would have done the same 

thing again. The only thing 
I wished I could do was to 
take Bono out and put an-
other goalkeeper in there.”

“It is the most difficult 
thing, playing against a 
team like Morocco who are 
hard workers. The penalties 
cost us, but I am very proud 
of the team and all the play-
ers. I am very sorry about 
the result but I congratu-
late Morocco,” concluded 

the boss.
Spain started the match 

dominating as they con-
trolled the initial minutes 
with greater possession. 
Morocco was awarded a 
free-kick in the 19th minute 
with Sergio Busquets com-
mitting a foul. The free-kick 
taken from 25 yards did not 
yield a goal as the ball went 
over the bar, failing to dip 
enough. Marco Asensio 
made a brilliant run for the 
Moroccan box in the 26th 
minute blazing past the de-
fenders but could not con-
vert his attempt at the goal 
as he was bound by a tight 
angle and was able to only 
find the side-netting.

Morocco made an attempt 
through Noussair Maz-
raoui in the 33rd minute 
as the player tried to score 
through a long-range kick 
but was kept at bay by the 

Spanish goalkeeper.
Spain looked to attack at 

any opportunity they found 
but the Moroccan defence 
kept their cool and defended 
superbly to avoid the 2010 
champions from taking the 
lead. The Morocco players 
did find themselves within 
close range of the Spanish 
goal a few times in the dy-
ing minutes of the half but 
were unable to convert their 
chances. A spirited effort 
from the Moroccans saw 
them keeping at par with 
the 2010 World Cup win-
ners as the half ended with 
a scoreline of 0-0.

The second half saw both 
teams raising the bar and 
turning on the heat as they 
looked to take the lead, 
which had eluded them in 
the first half. The game got 
more intense with every 
passing minute.

Following his side’s win 
over Switzerland in their 
round of 16 FIFA World 
Cup match, Portugal 
manager Fernando San-
tos said that omitting star 
striker Cristiano Ronaldo 
from the starting team 
was a “game strategy”.
A hat-trick by 21-year-
old Goncalo Ramos and 
strikes from Pepe, Ra-
phael Guerreiro and Ra-
fael Leao helped Portugal 
advance to the quarter-
finals of the ongoing 
FIFA World Cup as they 
thrashed Switzerland 
6-1 at Lusail, Qatar on 
Wednesday. Speaking to 
reporters after the win, 
Santos was quoted as 
saying by Goal.com: “I 
already explained it (the 
situation surrounding 
Ronaldo being dropped), I 
would not explain it again. 
They are different players. 
It was game strategy, all 
the players are different, 
I also launched Dalot, Ra-
phael, however Cancelo 
is also a fabulous player. 
It was what I thought that 
we would need for this 
match against Switzer-
land.”
“There is no problem 
between Fernando San-
tos and the captain of 
the national team (Ron-

aldo), we’ve been friends 
for many years. Players 
make decisions. Things 
do not affect us. I already 

explained, that part was 
completely resolved and 
he set a great example of a 
great captain,” he added.
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WE HAVE ONE OF THE BEST GOALKEEPERS IN WORLD: 
MOROCCO MANAGER WALID REGRAGUI

Following his side’s win 
over Spain in their round 
of 16 FIFA World Cup 
match, Morocco manager 
Walid Regragui praised 
goalkeeper Yassine Bou-
nou, calling him “one of 
the best goalkeepers in the 
world” and added that the 
side had the belief of com-
ing out victorious in penal-
ties with him guarding the 
net.

Morocco knocked out 
2010 World Cup winners 
Spain, thrashing them 
3-0 in a penalty shootout 
to storm into the quarter-
finals of the FIFA World 
Cup at the Education City 
Stadium on Tuesday in a 
crucial round-of-16 clash. 
Morocco manager Walid 

Regragui was quoted as 
saying by Sky Sports: 
“They knew they were go-
ing to make us run, that 
is what we were talking 
about before the match. 
We were patient, we want-
ed to try and win the game 
before penalties, but we 
knew if it went to penal-
ties we have one of the best 
goalkeepers in the world 
and had a good chance of 
winning.”

“We did have chances 
but, typically, as Spanish 
teams do, they kept the ball 
very well. We fought for 
it and we have a lot of in-
jured players - we have had 
injured players since the 
beginning of the tourna-
ment - and that’s why it is 
even more of a tremendous 
achievement.”

Morocco goalkeeper Yassine Bounou

Morocco knocked out Spain in a penalty shootout.

QUARTER-FINALS
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We will pay Mbappe special 
attention: Steve Holland

‘Pele’s health improving, has 
no new complications’

As England gears up for the 
blockbuster clash against de-
fending champions France in 
the quarter-finals, the Three 
Lions’ assistant manager 
Steve Holland cautioned 
the national side against 
the dangerous exploits of 
France’s Kylian Mbappe 
and to underscore his point, 
mentioned Messi as well, in 
his statement. France for-
ward Mbappe is the leading 
goal scorer with five goals 
in the ongoing FIFA World 
Cup, 2022. “I think there are 
a handful of players on the 
planet that you need to give 
special attention to. Messi has 
been one and probably still is. 
You’d have to put Mbappe in 
that kind of category I would 
suggest,” Skysports quoted 
Holland as saying.

Holland suggested that the 
23-year-old from France is a 
thorn in the flesh for England. 

“We do need to look at trying 
to avoid leaving ourselves in 
situations where Mbappe 

is as devastating as we’ve 
all seen. We have to try 
to find a way of avoid-

ing that,” said Holland. 
“We need to work to figure 
out how to prevent that,” he 
added.

England’s deputy said that 
his team would do every-
thing possible on the field to 
stop and curb Mbappe. “At 
the same time, we will aim 
at our own strengths as we 
have some good players who 
can turn any game on their 
day,” he said. “I would like to 
think we won’t just be looking 
to stop a player but we would 
be looking to try to do every-
thing possible to limit his su-
per strength whilst still trying 
to focus on our own strengths 
because we have good play-
ers,” opined Holland.

Brazil football legend Pele’s 
health is improving and he 
has “no new complications” 
said the doctors on Tuesday.

The 82-year-old is hos-
pitalised since a week for 
treatment of a respiratory 
infection made worse by 
COVID-19. He is expected to 
get discharged as soon as he 
recovers fully. “(He has) stable 
vital signs, is conscious, and 
with no new complications,” 
the Albert Einstein hospital 
said in a statement as quoted 
by Sky Sports. The three-time 
World Cup winner is also 
fighting cancer and under-
going chemotherapy.

In Qatar during FIFA World 
Cup, fans cheered for the 
five-time champions mak-
ing use of shirts, flags, ban-
ners featuring a young Pele 

celebrating his exploits on 
the field and lifting trophies. 
This sight was seen before 
the side’s round of 16 match 
against South Korea, which 
the legend said that he would 
catch up from the hospital.

Brazil’s players also dis-
played a banner supporting 
Pele on the pitch as they 
celebrated their vic-
tory over South Ko-
rea, following which 
they moved into the 
quarterfinals. The 
s qu ad  u n-
furled the 
banner 
saying 
‘Pele’ 
along-
side 
his 
picture.

Ahead of 
Monday’s 

match against South Korea, 
Pele recalled memories of 
his World Cup debut back in 
1958. The 17-year-old played a 
big role in his side’s triumph 
in that tournament.

Ahead of Monday eve-
ning’s last-16 tie at Stadium 
974, Pele recalled memories 
of his World Cup debut in 

1958, when the 17-year-old 
helped Brazil lift the Jules 
Rimet Trophy in Sweden.

Pele wrote on Twitter: “In 
1958, I walked the streets 

thinking about ful-
filling the promise 

I made to my 
father. I know 

t h a t  t o d ay 
many have 
made similar 
promises and 
are also going 
in search of 

their first WC.”

Portuguese footballer Gonçalo Ramos in action during the match between 
Portugal and Switzerland in the FIFA World Cup 2022, at Lusail Stadium, on 
Wednesday.


