
CM again in gujarat jairaM steps down 

Bhupendra patel to take 
oath as CM on 12 deCeMBer

hiMaChal 
CM resigns, 
says ‘respeCt 
people’s 
Mandate’The new chief minister of 

Gujarat will be sworn in on 
12 December at 2 pm, state 
BJP chief C.R. Paatil said on 
Thursday as the party swept 
the Assembly polls with a 
record-breaking margin. 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah will 
take part in the oath-taking 
ceremony. Bhupendra Patel 
will take oath as chief minis-

ter of Gujarat for the second 
time. He was first elected as 
BJP legislative party leader 
on 12 September 2021. 
“Gujarat CM will take oath 
at 2 pm on 12th Decem-
ber. PM Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
will take part in the oath 
ceremony,” CR Paatil said 
while addressing a joint 
press conference with Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel 
after the trends suggested 
BJP’s majority in the state, 

aaftaB to Be 
produCed to 
Court today
NEW DELHI: Aaftab 
Ameen Poonawalla, the 
accused of killing his 
live-in partner Shraddha 
Walker and currently 
lodged in Tihar Jail, is to 
be produced before the 
Saket court on Friday, as 
per sources. The Tihar 
Jail authority has asked 
its 3rd Battalion to pro-
vide special security to 
the accused Aftab as he 
will be produced before 
the concerned judge 
concerned. The 28-year-
old, who is dismember-
ing Shraddha’s body and 
storing the chopped body 
parts in a refrigerator 
before disposing them 
in the forests of south 
Delhi’s Chhatarpur, is 
currently in the custody 
of Delhi Police.

nia arrests 
terror aCCused 
BikraMjit singh 
NEW DELHI: The Na-
tional Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) on Thursday 
arrested wanted accused 
Bikramjit Singh after his 
extradition from Austria. 
Bikramjit Singh, who is 
also known by different 
aliases like Bikkar Pan-
jwar and Bikkar Baba, 
had formed a terror 
gang to carry out terror 
attacks in Punjab, along 
with his close associates. 
The NIA said, “Bikramjit 
Singh was arrested after 
his extradition by the 
competent authority of 
Linz, Austria in coor-
dination with Interpol 
authorities.” Bikramjit 
had allegedly formed a 
terror gang to carry out 
terror attacks in Punjab, 
along with with his close 
associates. 
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Cautious stand 

‘national party status’

Bypolls 

2nd day in parliaMent stern reaCtion

Congress rushes top 
leaders to hiMaChal 
aMid poaChing Buzz

sC CritiCises Centre on judiCial appointMent, again

AAP gains in Gujarat 
at Congress expense 

BJP storms into Azam 
Khan’s bastion, Dimple 
Yadav wins Mainpuri

‘Not allowed to raise issues’: 
Angry Opposition walks out of LS 

The Congress is rushing 
Chhattisgarh Chief Minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel who is 
also an observer for Him-
achal elections along with 
other senior leaders like 
Bhupinder Hooda and the 
party’s Congress in-charge 
Rajiv Shukla to the hill state, 
where the party seems likely 
to win. 

Baghel addressing report-
ers here today said there 
were apprehensions of 
poaching of Congress MLAs. 

“We are taking our leaders to 
Chandigarh and closing our 
doors and windows as the 
BJP will try to poach, as they 
have done many times in the 
past,” said Tajinder Singh 
Bittu, Congress in-charge 
for Himachal.  
“The Aam Aadmi Party 

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
has made its entry into Gu-
jarat Assembly having won 
5 seats. The party has in-
creased its vote percentage 
to 12.87 per cent in an indica-
tion of its growing presence 
in the state.
AAP convenor and Delhi 

Chief Minister Kejriwal said 
his party has entered the 
BJP’s “fort” and next time, it 
would be able to win. “Gu-

jarat is considered a strong-
hold of the BJP, but we have 
been able to breach this fort. 
AAP has got about 13 per 
cent votes in Gujarat. Till 
now, 39 lakh votes have been 
received and counting is still 
going on. We are grateful to 
the people who reposed faith 
in us. This time we have suc-
ceeded in breaching the fort, 
next time we will win the 
fort,” Delhi CM said.

Kejriwal also said this 
would formally pave the 

Bypolls to six seats held 
across five states gave a 
mixed result on Thursday 
with BJP and Congress win-
ning two seats each and BJD 
and RLD on one each. Sama-
jwadi Party candidate Dim-
ple Yadav won the Mainpuri 
Lok Sabha seat with a huge 
margin. 

Samajwadi Party candi-
date Dimple Yadav, the wife 

of former Chief Minister 
Akhilesh Yadav, won the 
Mainpuri parliamentary by-
poll in Uttar Pradesh, defeat-
ing her nearest rival and BJP 
candidate Raghuraj Singh 
Shakya by 2,88,461 votes.  

Considered as the SP’s bas-
tion, the seat was held by 
party founder and Dimple 
Yadav’s father-in-law Mu-
layam Singh Yadav and got 
vacated after his death on 10 
October. In 2019, 

On the second day of the 
winter session of Parliament 
on Thursday leaders of all 
Opposition parties staged 
a walk out of Lok Sabha al-
leging that they were not al-

lowed to raise various issues 
including the one related to 
Tamil Nadu Governor R N 
Ravi. 

Speaker Om Birla has re-
fused to admit notices by 
the Opposition including 
one over the Maharashtra-
Karnataka border row. Con-

gress Manicka Tagore earlier 
in the day gave an adjourn-
ment motion for the purpose 
of discussing “the activities 
of the Tamil Nadu Governor”. 
“...he keeps more than 22 
Bills enacted by the State 
Government at abeyance 
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TAruNi GANDhi 
SHImLA

Teamwork 

PM Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah, 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, and BJP president 

J.P. Nadda being garlanded Gujarat victory. ANi

BJP returned to power 
in Gujarat with a his-
toric victory while 

Congress made a comeback 
in Himachal Pradesh in the 
results announced on Thurs-
day which also marked the 
start of an election season 
that will see several assembly 
polls next year in the run-up 
to the Lok Sabha polls in 
2024. 

The BJP has won 156 seats 
of 182 assembly seats in Gu-
jarat, the home state of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Home Minister Amit 
Shah, smashing all previous 
records of electoral perfor-
mance. On the other hand, 
the Congress held its nerve 
in Himachal Pradesh and 
won 40 seats in the 68-mem-
ber assembly. 

For Aam Aadmi Party, 
which won the MCD elec-

tions on Wednesday, the 
results in Gujarat gave some 
satisfaction though the 
party’s numbers were far 
less than the expectations 
of its leaders. AAP made its 

maiden entry in the Gujarat 
assembly winning five seats 
and its leaders saw a lot of 
hope in the party getting 
12.92 per cent vote share in 
the state where the BJP has 

been in power for almost 
27 years. AAP leaders also 
declared that the party has 
now gained “national party” 
status. 

Congress recorded its 

worst performance in Guja-
rat and is poised to win only 
17 seats, partly due to AAP 
splitting the opposition vote.  

In Gujarat, the BJP not only 

gujarat ‘Modi-fied’, hiMaChal hurrah for Congress
fifty-fifty 

jiGAr DevANi & TAruNi GANDhi
GANDHINAGAr AND SHImLA
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  In a historic victory, BJP storms back to power in Gujarat with huge margin while Congress gains emphatic win in Himachal

PM says ‘Thank you Gujarat’ 
Rahul extends hearty congratulations 

“Heartfelt thanks to the people of Him-
achal Pradesh for this decisive victory. 
Hearty congratulations to all Congress 
workers and leaders. I assure you again, 
every promise made to the public will be 
fulfilled at the earliest.”  

“We humbly accept the mandate of the 
people of Gujarat. We will reorganize, 
work hard and continue fighting for the 
ideals of the country and the rights of the 
people of the state.”

“This is the victory of the resolution of the 
people of Himachal for progress. Best 
wishes to all the leaders and workers of the 
Congress party. Your hard work paid off.” 

“Gujarat has rejected those who make 
empty promises, distribute freebies and 
do appeasement politics, and has given 
a mandate to Pm modi’s BJP which has 

ensured the development and public 
welfare. This massive victory has shown 
that every section, be it women, youth or 

farmers, all are wholeheartedly with BJP.” 

“Today, the AAP has become a national 
party. results of the Gujarat elections 
have come and the party has become 

a national party. Ten years ago, AAP 
was a small party, now after 10 years it 
has governments in two states and has 

become a national party.”

“Thank you Gujarat. I am overcome with 
a lot of emotions seeing the phenomenal 

election results. People blessed politics 
of development and at the same time 
expressed a desire that they want this 

momentum to continue at a greater pace. 
I bow to Gujarat’s Jan Shakti.” 
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HIMACHAL PRADESH

Victory in Gujarat assembly 
polls comes at a time when 
India enters the Amrit Kaal, 
which shows that during the 
next 25 years, politics would 
be about development, said 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said on Thursday. 

While addressing people 
at the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) headquarters “I had 
told the people of Gujarat 
that this time Narendra’s 
record should be broken. 
I promised that Naren-
dra will work hard so that 

‘Narendra 
worked 
hard for 
Bhupendra’ 

Himachal Pradesh outgo-
ing Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur on Thursday ten-
dered his resignation con-
ceding defeat in the state 
with the latest trends pre-
dicting Congress poised to 

The Supreme Court on 
Thursday issued a stern re-
minder to the government 
that while parliament can 
make a law - a point force-
fully made by Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar in Rajya 
Sabha yesterday -- it was 

within the court’s power to 
“scrutinise” it. “Speeches 
made by the high constitu-
tional functionaries in pub-
lic, making comments on the 
Supreme Court Collegium, 
are not very well taken. You 
have to advise them,” the 
top court also said in the lat-
est round of back and forth 
on the judges’ appointment 

issue.  
Centre faced Supreme 

Court’s ire  as the top court 
again criticised the govern-
ment over judicial appoint-
ment issues and remarked 
that Parliament has the right 
to enact new law but at the 
same time must adhere to 
existing legal positions. 

A bench led by Justice San-

jay Kishan Kaul said that it 
expects the Attorney Gen-
eral to play the role of the 
senior most law officer to ad-
vise the government on the 
existing legal position. The 
court also said the govern-
ment cannot conveniently 
cite views of some judges on 
MoP to oppose Collegium 
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sChedule for 
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By The People

BJP’s governance model slams 
over management of Congress

The phenomenal victory of 
the BJP in the Gujarat assem-
bly election this year reflects 
the emotional attachment that 
the people of Gujarat attest to 
Prime Minister Modi along 
with the BJP as a whole. One 
of the reasons for the BJP’s re-
cord-breaking victory in Gu-
jarat, five years after it barely 
scraped a majority in the as-
sembly is largely due to the 
lessons, that the BJP learned 
in 2017. The exceptional hard 
work of BJP workers played 
important role in the notable 
victory of the party in Guja-
rat. The micromanagement 
that the workers played for 

the welfare of the people of 
Gujarat specialty after 2017 
is historic strength that Gu-
jarat has shown today as the 
vote share of BJP has spiked 
to more than 54 per cent. On 
the other hand, Congress as 
the biggest contender in the 
Gujarat election constraints 
to less than 30 per cent of the 
vote share which is more than 
10 per cent less in comparison 
to previous elections. The re-
markable achievement of the 
BJP can also be addressed 
through the anger that the 
voters of congress have shown 
due to the avoidance of Guja-
rat and its people by the mis-
management of Congress 
high command in ruling out 
Gujarat from the list of states 

where “Bharat Jodo Yatra” 
supposed to enter. Due to this, 
there is a swing in the voting 
pattern from congress to Aam 
Admi Party as the party could 
able to gain more than 12 per 
cent of the vote share, being 
the first time contender in the 
Gujarat election.

Being a Gujarati leader, PM 
Modi creates a sense of Gu-
jarati belongingness among 
the Gujarati people that play 
a great strength in achieving 
this historic win. 

However, the seat share of 
the BJP in Himachal Pradesh 
has drastically shifted from 
44 to 25 seats in comparison 
to the last election showing 
the absence of misman-
agement at the grass root 

level while working for the 
welfare of the hilly region. 
This gives an advantage to 
congress in forming gov-
ernment this time with a 
landslide victory in 40 seats 
whereas the BJP lacks a  
marginal percentage of the 
vote share from congress 
this time.  

The BJP’s loss in Himachal 
Pradesh can be put down 
to the tradition of alterna-
tion that is in place in the 
hill State, no party has been 
known to be repeated there, 
but a large number of rebels 
in a disciplined cadre-based 
party has been a surprise to 
most observers of the BJP, 
especially under the Modi-
Shah leadership of the party.

IN GUJARAT

TSU’NAMO’ DECIMATES CONGRESS

Celebrations broke out 
in Gandhinagar as the 
BJP nears a record-

breaking victory in Gujarat 
Assembly polls.

Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel and state BJP chief CR 
Paatil exchanged sweets 
while celebrating the party's 
victory. The party workers 
played musical instruments 
and danced to celebrate the 
nearing victory.

The BJP is leading on 150 
seats while the party has 
won five seats so far, ac-
cording to the latest data by 
the Election Commission 
till 1.05 pm. The party reg-
istered its first win in the 
Dahod constituency where 
Kanaiyalal Bachubhai Kish-
ori won with a margin of  
nearly 30,000 votes.

Kishori, who was up 
against Congress' Harshadb-
hai Valchandbhai Ninama 
and Aam Aadmi Party's 
Dineshbhai Bhurabhai Mu-
niya, received 72,660 votes 
with a 43.54 per cent vote 
share. His Congress oppo-
nent, Ninama, got 43,310 
votes and shared a vote 
percentage of 25.95, while 
AAP's Muniya got 34,010 
votes with a 20.38 per cent 
vote share.

The other seat on which 
the party won was the Petlad 
constituency, where BJP's 
Kamleshbhai Rameshbhai 
Patel secured 89,166 votes 
while Congress' Prakash 
Budhabhai Parmar got 
71,212 votes. The party also 
won the Mahuva seat. Mo-
hanbhai Bhodiya won the 
elections defeating Congress' 
Geraiyia Dippakkumar.

The counting of votes 
for the Gujarat Assem-
bly elections began on  
Thursday at 8 am.

The counting in Guja-
rat began at 37 centres  
in 33 districts.

Gujarat Chief Electoral 
Officer P Bharathi said that 
182 counting observers, 182 
election officers and 494 
assistant election officers 
are on duty for the count-

ing process. There will be 
an additional 78 Assistant 
Election Officers for the 
counting of votes. In addi-
tion, 71 additional Assistant 
Election Officers have been 
assigned responsibility for 
the electronically transmit-
ted postal ballot system in 

the previous polls
Assembly elections in 

Gujarat were held in two 
phases on 1 December  
and 5 respectively.

The approximate voter 
turnout in Gujarat by the 
end of the second phase of 
the Gujarat elections was re-

corded at 59.11 per cent.
During the first phase of 

polling on December 1, Gu-
jarat saw an overall turnout 
of 63.14 per cent. While poll-
ing for 68 Assembly seats in 
Himachal Pradesh was held 
on November 12.

Meanwhile, the exit polls 

have indicated a clear 
win for the incumbent 
Bharatiya Janata Party  
(BJP) in Gujarat.

BJP has been in power in 
Gujarat for 27 years with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi remaining in the Chief 
Minister's post for the lon-

gest time before becoming 
the Prime Minister. Con-
gress gave a tough fight to 
the ruling BJP in the last 
assembly elections in 2017. 
However, AAP may spoil the 
game for Congress by taking 
away a significant vote share 
in their favour.  

DECODING  RESULTS
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PM Modi’s campaign was backed by a well-executed strategy shaped by Shah
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 BJP supporters holding party flags celebrate the victory in  Gujarat Assembly elections on Thursday.

'SABKA SATH SATH VIKAS'
NEW DELHI: Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) Presi-
dent JP Nadda on Thursday 
thanked the public and 
party workers for the victory 
in Gujarat and also assured 
the people of Himachal 
that the party will continue 
to work for them. While 
addressing people at the 
BJP headquarters, here in 
the national capital, Nadda 
said "We have got this huge 
victory under the leadership 
of Narendra Modi with the 
vision of Sabka Sath Sabka 
Vikas." He said that the 
public had given BJP a his-
toric record mandate. "We 
have received 52.5 per cent 
vote share and 156 seats in 
Gujarat. This has happened 
because of the politics of 
development and welfare. 
It is also the result of an 
"irresponsible" opposition. 
The public has refused the 
politics of dynasties and 
corruption," said Nadda. 
Talking about the results 

of the Himachal Pradesh 
elections, Nadda said that 
the party will continue to 
work for the development 
of the state. "Although we 
lost in Himachal Pradesh, 
the loss was just 0.90 per 
cent in vote share. I want to 
thank all the party workers 
for their valiant efforts and 
hard work. I also want to 
assure the public that BJP 
will still continue to work 
for the public in the state," 
he further said. The BJP 
President also attacked 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in 
an indirect reference and 
asked them to "apologise" 
publicly. "A new party came, 
whose leader was making 
predictions by writing on 
paper. What kind of politics 
is this? Now, he should 
apologise publicly for this," 
he said. BJP broke all 
records as it won 153 seats, 
and is leading on three 
more, as per the latest 
information of poll panel.

HEAVYWEIGHTS WHO WON 

Jjignesh 
Mevani 
Vadgam
94,765 
Votes
CONGRESS 
WON

Bhupendra 
Patel 
Gathlodia
2,13,530  
Votes
BJP Won

Rivaba 
Jadeja 
Jamnagar 
North
88,835 
Votes
BJP Won

Hardik Patel 
Viramgam
99,155 
Votes
 BJP Won

Jitu Vaghani 
Bhavnagar 
West
85,188 
Votes
 BJP Won

Alpesh 
Thakor 
Gandhinagar 
South 
1,34,051 
Votes
BJP Won
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Isudan Gadhvi- Khambalia
59,089 votes, AAP lost

Paresh Dhanani – Amreli
42,377 votes, Congress lost

Gopal Italia- Katargam
55,878 votes, AAP lost

Manoj Sorathiya – Karanj
24,519 votes,  AAP lost

POLLBUZZ

There was no doubt in 
anyone's mind that the 
Gujarat elections would 
be one-sided, but Gujarat 
results don't reflect the 
atmosphere of the country, 
the results of the MCD 
and Himachal Pradesh 
Assembly, where the BJP 
has been defeated — one 
must not forget this too
SHARAD PAWAR, NCP 
President

There is pro-incumbency 
in Gujarat. We are creating 
a new record in Gujarat 
as the people of the state 
have immense faith in 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi
RAJNATH SINGH, Defence 
Minister 

I'm commenting on 
something which was 
widely expected. It's the 
actual manifestation of 
the kind of development-
based work that BJP under 
the leadership of PM has 
been undertaking Ramdas 
Athawale, Union Minister 
This is a victory of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, the 
work he had done over the 
years it is the result of that. 
I thank the people of Gujarat 
for this. Congress and AAP 
have been wiped out from 
the state.
Hardeep Singh Puri, 
Union Minister 

SIDESHOWS
CONG CANDIDATE ATTEMPTS SUICIDE INSIDE 
COUNTING HALL, ALLEGES EVM TAMPERING
GANDHIGRAM: Alleging attempts of tampering with EVM, 
Bharatbhai Veljibhai Solanki, the Congress candidate 
from Gandhigram Assembly Constituency, tried to commit 
suicide inside the counting hall by tying a piece of cloth as a 
noose around his neck. The Congress candidate is trailing 
by more than 30,000 votes against his nearest rival and 
Bharatiya Janata Party candidate Malti Kishore Maheswari. 
He has alleged that while some EVMs were not sealed 
properly, signatures were missing from others. Solanki sat 
on a Dharna with some of his followers inside the counting 
hall demanding action. He allegedly tried to commit suicide 
by tying a piece of cloth around his neck. According to the 
rules of the Election Commission, candidates along with 
their representatives are allowed inside the counting hall.

PM MODI'S FAN 
COMES IN GUISE OF 
LORD HANUMAN
NEW DELHI: After the mas-
sive victory of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) in the 
Gujarat Assembly elections, 
preparations are in full 
swing at the party's national 
headquarters to celebrate 
the win. Meanwhile, a fan 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi arrived at the party 
headquarters in the guise 
of Lord Hanuman. Shravan 
Kumar, a resident of Bihar's 
Araria has so far attended 
110 public meetings of 
Prime Minister Modi. He 
came to the BJP office to 
listen to his 111th address 
of PM Modi. Shravan Kumar 
said, "Modi is the incarna-
tion of Lord Ram who is 
taking India ahead in the 
world." According to the 
latest information from the 
Election Commission, BJP 
is poised to win 156 seats 
in the 182-member Gujarat 
assembly having already 
won 142 seats and leading 
on 14 seats.

RAGHU SHARMA RESIGNS AS IN-CHARGE 
AFTER CONGRESS FACES DEFEAT
RAIPUR: Alleging attempts of tampering with EVM, 
Bharatbhai Veljibhai Solanki, the Congress candidate 
from Gandhigram Assembly Constituency, tried to commit 
suicide inside the counting hall by tying a piece of cloth as a 
noose around his neck. The Congress candidate is trailing 
by more than 30,000 votes against his nearest rival and 
Bharatiya Janata Party candidate Malti Kishore Maheswari. 
He has alleged that while some EVMs were not sealed 
properly, signatures were missing from others. Solanki sat 
on a Dharna with some of his followers inside the counting 
hall demanding action. When no action was taken, he alleg-
edly tried to commit suicide by tying a piece of cloth around 
his neck. He was stopped by his supporters. 

HITESH KUMAR MANDAL 
NEW DELHI

BJP CONG
OTHAAP



SIDESHOWS
HIMACHAL CONTINUES ITS TREND 
OF ALTERNATING GOVERNMENTS
SHIMLA: As the counting of votes for the 
Himachal Pradesh assembly elections 
progresses, the Congress inched closer to 
victory, safely crossing the halfway mark to form 
the government in the hill state. Congress was 
poised to form government in Himachal Pradesh 
according to the results and trends of the 
counting of votes on Thursday. Congress is slated 
to win 40 of 68 seats, having won 39 and leading 
on one. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has won 
18 seats and is leading on 7. Independents have 
won 3 seats and AAP failed to open its account 
in the state. In terms of vote share in Himachal, 
Congress is only marginally ahead of the BJP 
having 43.90 per cent of votes compared to 42.99 
per cent of its arch-rival. Others have garnered 
a 10.4 per cent vote share in the hill state. In 
Churah, BJP got 32,095 votes won by a margin 
of 2,642 votes. In Bharmour, BJP secured 30,336 
votes and won by a margin of 5,172 votes.In 
Chamba constituency, Congress logged a victory 
by a margin of 7,782 votes. In Dalhousie, BJP won 
by a margin of 9,918 votes.

AMID POACHING BUZZ: CONGRESS’ 
TOP LEADERS TO CHANDIGARH
RAIPUR: The Congress is rushing Chhattisgarh 
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel who is also an 
observer for Himachal elections along with other 
senior leaders like Bhupinder Hooda and the 
party’s Congress in-charge Rajiv Shukla to the hill 
state, where the party seems likely to win. Baghel 
addressing reporters here today said there were 
apprehensions of poaching of Congress MLAs. 
Baghel and Shukla are set to reach Chandigarh 
later today while Hooda is already in Chandigarh. 
“We are taking our leaders to Chandigarh and 
closing our doors and windows as the BJP will 
try to poach, as they have done many times in 
the past,” said Tajinder Singh Bittu, Congress 
in-charge for Himachal. According to Election 
Commission trends, Congress is leading on 39 
seats out of 68 and BJP is leading on 18. 35 is 
the majority seat mark for any party to stake 
claim to form the government in the 68-member 
Himachal Pradesh legislative Assembly. “The 
counting is going on, we should wait till the end, 
but what we had expected that our government 
will be formed in Himachal Pradesh. 

PRATIBHA, SUKHU, AGNIHOTRI 
LEAD RACE FOR CONGRESS CM
NEW DELHI: With the Congress emerging 
victorious in Himachal Pradesh, state party 
president Pratibha Singh is considered a key 
frontrunner for the chief minister’s post, closely 
followed by former party chief Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu and outgoing CLP leader Mukesh 
Agnihotri. Deciding on the chief ministerial 
face who can bind the party going forward is 
the immediate challenge for the Congress. The 
newly-elected MLAs would meet soon to decide 
on their leader. Though Pratibha Singh did not 
contest the assembly election and is not an MLA, 
she had campaigned extensively across the state. 
Singh is presently the Mandi MP after she won 
in the bye-election from outgoing chief minister 
Jairam Thakur’s home district. She also carries 
the legacy of former chief minister Virbhadra 
Singh, who steered the Congress in the state for 
over four decades. Singh, party sources claimed, 
has the support of a majority of MLAs who have 
owed their allegiance to Virbhadra Singh who 
remained the Congress’ undisputed leader in the 
hill state for long.

CONG TO HOLD MEETING OF 
NEWLY-ELECTED MLAS TODAY  
NEW DELHI: The Congress has convened a 
meeting of all its newly-elected MLAs in Himachal 
Pradesh in Shimla on Friday and the meet is likely 
to pass a resolution authorising the Congress 
president to elect the CLP leader. Earlier, the 
party had called all its MLAs to Chandigarh but 
changed its plans later after the party got a clear 
majority in the assembly elections on Thursday. 
AICC in-charge of Himachal Pradesh Rajeev 
Shukla said the Congress was happy that it is 
getting an opportunity to form the government 
in the state and asserted that the party will do 
everything to fulfill the 10 guarantees made to 
the people of the state and would provide better 
governance to people.  “The newly-elected 
Congress MLAs would meet in Shimla on Friday 
post-election results and decide on electing the 
new legislature party leader,” Shukla told PTI. He 
had earlier said that the party had called all its 
MLAs to Chandigarh. Sources said the MLAs are 
likely to pass a one-line resolution authorising 
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge to decide 
the CLP leader. 

ALTERNATING GOVTS

There are a total of 68 
assembly seats in 
Himachal Pradesh 

and 35 seats are needed for 
a majority. The Congress has 
achieved the majority mark 
and is ahead in 40 seats. 
While winning 18 seats, 
BJP is ahead on 25. Three 
independents have won the 
elections. It is clear from the 
results that the custom of 
changing the government af-
ter five years has worked this 
time as well. Jairam Thakur, 
leaving Chief Minister of the 
state, produced his resigna-
tion before the governor in 
the evening though he won 
his seat from Seraj. 

BJP has been in power for 
five years and Congress for 
five years in the state as-
sembly elections. There was 
a Congress government be-
tween 1982 and 1985. After 
this, the Congress govern-
ment was again formed from 
1985 to 1990 and Virbhadra 
Singh became the Chief Min-
ister for the second time. 
Between 1990 and 1992, 
the BJP government was 
formed and Shanta Kumar 
was the CM. After this, the 
Congress government was 
again formed from 1993 to 
1998 under the Chief Minis-
tership of Virbhadra Singh. 
From 1998 to 2003 the BJP 
under the leadership of the 
then Chief Minister Prem 
Kumar Dhumal, from 2003 
to 2007 the Congress under 
the leadership of Virbhadra, 
from 2007-2012 the BJP 
again under the leadership 
of Dhumal, from 2012-2017 
the Congress led by Virb-
hadra Singh and at present 
from 2017 to 2022 The BJP 
government was formed un-
der the leadership of Jairam 
Thakur.

Himachal Pradesh has 
about 2.25 lakh employees 
and 1.90 lakh pensioners. 
Government employees 

are demanding for the old 
pension scheme. The em-
ployees also gheraoed the 
Vidhan Sabha regarding 
this. But CM Jairam gave 
a statement that if pension 
is required then election 
workers should also contest 
elections. This enraged the 
employees and pensioners. 
Capitalizing on this issue, 
the Congress guaranteed 
the old pension scheme to 
be implemented after their 
first cabinet meeting if they 
came to power. This was 
announced by Congress 
General Secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi at the rally held in 

Solan. Apart from this, the 
issue of non-formulation of 
policy for outsourced and 
temporary employees was 
also important.

 After the results, TDG 
spoke to Congress Senior 
Leader Pawan Khera and 
asked who would be the CM 
of Himachal, on this he said, 
“The Party high command 
would decide on this.” When 
asked if they were expecting 
such a result, he reiterated 
happily and added further, “ 
We were sure of this victory 
and we will bring a positive 
change in Himachal”.  

Apart from the above is-

sues, unemployment and 
inflation were also a big issue. 
Taking advantage of this, the 
Congress announced that 
on coming to power, it guar-
anteed five lakh jobs in five 
years and one lakh jobs in the 
first cabinet. Apart from this, 
promises like Rs 1500 per 
month to women, 300 units 
of free electricity to domestic 
consumers, opening of four 
English medium schools in 
every assembly constituency. 
Congress also redeemed the 
development works done by 
former CM Virbhadra Singh 
in this election.

In this election, 21 rebel 

leaders of BJP and seven of 
Congress were in the fray. 
This is also believed to be a 
major reason for the victory 
of the Congress. It is believed 
that two factions were run-
ning in the BJP during the 
elections. The infighting 
and rebels in the BJP ben-
efited the Congress. The 
Dhumal group was getting 
angry due to being ignored. 
At the same time, the opposi-
tion kept making it an issue 
repeatedly by accusing CM 
Jairam of having a weak grip.

The state’s apple economy 
of Rs 5,000 crore is also be-
ing considered as a big issue 
in the elections. 

CONGRESS DETHRONES BJP IN HP

By The People
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Congress supporters celebrate the party’s victory in the Himachal Pradesh Assembly elections, 
in Shimla on Thursday.

Himachal Pradesh Congress chief Pratibha Singh addresses a press conference, at the party office, 
in Shimla on Thursday. Her son and party MLA Vikramaditya Singh also seen.

BATTLES THAT 
WENT DOWN TO 
THE LAST VOTE

SHIMLA: As the result of 
Himachal Pradesh Assembly 
polls declared on Thurs-
day, several candidates of 
Congress and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party recorded vic-
tories by narrow margins. In 
Bhoranj, Congress candidate 
Suresh Kumar won by just 
60 votes. Suresh Kumar got 
24,779 votes while BJP’s Anil 
Dhiman got 24,719 votes. 
In Bilaspur, BJP’s Trilok 
Jamwal won by a margin of 
only 267 votes. BJP’s Randhir 
Sharma won Sri Naina Deviji 
constituency by 171 votes. 
In Sujanpur constituency, 
Congress Rajinder Singh 
won by 399 votes. In Shillai 
constituency, Congress’ 
Harshwardhan Chauhan de-
feated BJP candidate Baldev 
Singh by only 382 votes. 
Congress candidate Nand Lal 
won by 567 votes in Rampur, 
defeating BJP’s Kaul Singh. 
In Darang constituency, 
BJP candidate Puran Chand 
defeated Congress’ Kaul 
Singh by 618 votes. Congress 
candidate Kuldeep Singh 
Pathania defeated BJP’s 
Vikram Singh by 1,567 votes. 
BJP candidate Inder Singh 
managed to win Balh constit-
uency by a margin of 1,307 
votes. BJP candidateBikram 
Singh won Jaswan-Pragpur 
seat by 1,789 votes. Congress 
candidate Ravi Thakur won 
Lahaul and Spiti seat by a 
margin of 1,616 votes.

2022 

2017

2022

2017

RELIEF FOR CONGRESS
NEW DELHI: Victory in Himachal Pradesh assembly polls 
came as a huge relief to Congress which recorded its worst 
performance in Gujarat and had suffered a huge blow in as-
sembly polls in five states held earlier this year. The results 
of assembly polls in Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat on 
Thursday also had a message for opposition parties for their 
ambition to take on the BJP in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. 
Congress cashed in on the strong anti-incumbency senti-
ment in Himachal Pradesh as it ran a campaign that focused 
on local issues and made lucrative promises including the 
restoration of old pension scheme and a promise of Rs 1,500 
to women and free power of 300 units. Congress won 40 
seats against 25 won by the BJP. However, its vote share was 
43,88 per cent which is very close to 42.99 per cent of BJP 
and several seats in the hill state have seen narrow margins 
with the presence of rebels also a deciding factor.

WINNERS

Jairam Thakur  
Seraj 
53,562  Votes
BJP Won

Vikramaditya Singh
Shimla Rural 
32,973  Votes
CONG WON

Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu
Nadaun 
36,142   Votes
CONG WON

Vipin Singh Parmar
Sullah 
36,670 Votes
BJP Won

Anil Sharma 
Mandi 
31,303 Votes
BJP Won

Suresh Bhardwaj 
Kasumpti
17,104 Votes, BJP LOST
Rajinder Garg 
Ghumarwin
29,767 Votes, BJP LOST
Rajeev Bindal 
Nahan
33,652 Votes, BJP Lost
Asha Kumari 
Dalhousie
23,570 Votes,  CONG 
LOST
Govind Singh Thakur 
Manali
26,935 Votes, BJP LOST

LOST

POLLBUZZ

The Himachal Pradesh 
result is a definite 
morale booster for 
the Congress. The PM 
(Prachar Mantri)’s 
high voltage campaign 
in the home state of 
the BJP President 
failed significantly. The 
pledges made to the 
people of Himachal by 
the Congress will be 
fulfilled
Jairam Ramesh 

Heartiest congratula-
tions and best wishes 
to the Indian National 
Congress upon win-
ning a majority in the 
assembly elections for 
Himachal Pradesh
Nitish Kumar  
Bihar Chief Minister 
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DEATH PENALTY ENCROACHMENTS MERCHANTS UPSET 

ALLEGED MAOIST LINK

DHFL CASE

BRIEF HEARING

The Madras High Court’s 
Madurai Bench on Wednes-
day directed the Hindu 
Religious and Charitable 
Endowments (HR and CE) 
department to conduct a thor-
ough survey of temple prop-
erties around Tiruchendur 
Subramaniya Swamy temple 
to ascertain if there were any 
encroachments.

The order was passed by a 
Bench comprising of Justices 
R Mahadevan and J Sathya 
Narayana Prasad. The bench 
said that in case of encroach-
ments, the properties have to 
be retrieved, irrespective of 
whether any civil suit is pend-
ing in connection with them. 
Earlier in 2015, a Public Inter-
est Litigation (PIL) was filed 
by T Velmurugan to protect 
and maintain the properties 
belonging to the temple men-
tioned above. 

A lawyer on Thursday men-
tioned before Supreme Court 
seeking an urgent listing of a 
review petition challenging 
the top court’s order which 
acquitted three men who were 
awarded the death penalty by 
a Delhi Court in connection 
with allegedly raping and 
killing a 19-year-old woman 
in Delhi’s Chhawala area in 
2012.

Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud said that he will 
take a call after seeing the re-
view petition. Lawyer Charu 
Walikhanna, appearing for 
Intervenor Social Activist Yo-
gita Bhayana, urged the court 
to list the plea saying that the 
public’s confidence has been 
shaken.

Social activist Yogita Bhay-
ana on Wednesday moved a 
review petition in the Chha-
wala rape case. The prosecut-
ing agency Delhi Police also 
moved a separate review peti-

tion in Supreme Court chal-
lenging the top court order 
which acquitted three men 
in connection with allegedly 
raping and killing a 19-year-
old woman in Delhi’s Chha-
wala area in 2012.

On Monday, the victim’s 
parents moved a review pe-
tition to the Supreme Court.

In the plea, filed through 
Charu Walikhanna and 
Parminder Singh Bhullar, 
Yogita Bhayana sought to 
recall the top court’s order 
dated November 7, 2022. The 
petitioner submitted that ap-
parent errors which warrant a 
review of the Impugned Judg-
ment and order passed by this 
Court include casting doubts 
over the probative value of 
the CFSL’s Biological Exami-
nation and DNA Profiling 
Report dated April 18, 2012.

The review petition also 
raised the point that the top 
court had not taken into con-
sideration the evidence ad-
duced before the Trial Court 

and various other aspects 
related to the case.

“There is nothing on record 
to show that the Appeals 
filed by the accused persons 
fall within the category of 
circumstances where the 
evidence should have been 
re-appreciated by the Court,” 
the plea said.

On Monday, the victim’s 
parents moved a review pe-
tition in the Supreme Court 
against its order which ac-
quitted three men who were 
awarded the death penalty by 
a Delhi Court in connection 
with allegedly raping and 
killing a 19-year-old woman 
in Delhi’s Chhawala area in 
2012, said a lawyer on Mon-
day. The SC on November 7 
set aside the Delhi High Court 
order and acquitted three men 
who were awarded the death 
penalty by a Delhi Court af-
ter being held guilty of rap-
ing and killing a 19-year-old 
woman in Delhi’s Chhawala 
area in 2012.

Bhupinder Singh, (Timmy 
Chawla), was killed on 
Wednesday for failing to 
pay Rs 30 Lakh as extor-
tion money in Nakodar. The 
incident also resulted in in-
juries to Bhupinder Singh’s 
gunman who was Punjab 
Police personnel. Later, he 
also succumbed to injuries.

After the death of the gun-
man, CM Bhagwant Mann 
tweeted, “Salute to martyr 

constable Mandeep Singh 
who has made the supreme 
sacrifice in line of duty. Pun-
jab government will make 
an extra-gratia payment of 
Rs 1 crores. Another Rs 1 
crore insurance payment 
will be made by HDFC 
Bank.”

Mandeep Singh has been 
recognized as the injured 
gunman. Police said that 
Bhupinder Singh was shot 
at by four assailants who 
arrived on two-wheelers.

Bhupinder Singh, a de-
ceased cloth merchant, had 
been receiving calls from 
gangsters asking him for 
Rs 30 lakhs as protection 
money for the previous two 
months.

The victim reported the 
calls to the police and the 
civil administration, and 
he even provided the phone 
numbers from which he re-
ceived the threats. He had 
been given a gunman to 
keep him safe.

The Supreme Court will hear 
on 17 January, Maharashtra 
government plea challenging 
Bombay High Court order 
discharging the former Delhi 
University professor Prof GN 
Saibaba in an alleged ‘Maoist 
link’ case. 

Appearing for Maharash-
tra government SG Tushar 
Mehta said that he had framed 
questions. His translations 
were ready.  Appearing for 

H Mishra Senior Advocate R 
Besant said that they had not 
filed a counter yet. They can 
file it. 

The Supreme Court in its 
order said that Counter has 
to be filed within 10 days and 
the list on 17 January, 2023.  
On 16 October the apex court 
had suspended the Bombay 
high court order acquitting 
professor G.N. Saibaba in an 
alleged ‘Maoist link’ case.  Mr. 
Saibaba has been in custody 
for over seven years since his 

arrest in May 2014. A trial 
court had found him guilty 
and sentenced him to life im-
prisonment in 2017. 

Earlier the High Court set 
aside the lower court judg-
ment and ordered the release 
of Mr. Saibaba and other 
accused persons. The High 
Court had found that sanction 
for Mr. Saibaba’s prosecution 
was non-existent at the time 
the court took cognisance of 
the case and even while charg-
es were framed against him.

The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday said that the trial 
court’s order granting stat-
utory bail to Kapil Wadha-
wan and Dheeraj Wadha-
wan who are ex- Promoters 
of DHFL will not be given 
effect, till the next date of 
hearing.

The bench of Justice Amit 
Sharma on Wednesday 
while hearing the Central 

Bureau of Investigation’s 
(CBI) plea challenging 
the trial court order dated 
December 3, 2022 order 
granted statutory bail to 
the Wadhawan brothers 
noted the submissions of 
the Wadhawan brother’s 
lawyer that “respondents 
(Wadhawan Brothers) will 
not proceed with their bail 
bonds before the Special 
Court. 

“Counsel appearing on 

behalf of the respondents, 
on instructions, submits 
that the respondents will 
not proceed with their bail 
bonds before the Special 
Court. 

With the consent of both 
the parties, it is hereby di-
rected that the impugned 
order dated December 3, 
2022, will not be given ef-
fect, till the next date of 
hearing”, the Court said in 
the order.

Hari Shankar Jain, the 
counsel representing the 
Hindu side in a Kashi Vish-
wanath-Gyanvapi mosque 
case, on Thursday submit-
ted an old map of the Vish-
weshwar temple to the Al-
lahabad High Court. 

Hari Shankar Jain, the 
counsel representing the 
Hindu side in a Kashi Vish-
wanath-Gyanvapi mosque 
case, claimed in the Alla-
habad High Court that the 
existence of a temple on the 
disputed site in Varanasi 
and its demolition to build 
a mosque is mentioned in 
religious and history books. 

Hari Shankar Jain also 
argued that the Vishwesh-
war temple map was made 
by the then District Magis-
trate James prinsep in Brit-
ish times 1836. He also ex-
plained about map. He also 
submitted plan of the old 
Vishweshwar temple. 

Hari Shankar Jain also ex-
plained about old Vishwesh-
war temple where there are 
three domes and Shringar 
Gauri, Ganesh and Danda-
pani Mandap, the idol was 
established there, which 
was being worshipped. It 
was closed in 1993 whereas, 
before this regular worship 
of Shringar Gauri contin-
ued, Jain reiterated the old 

history of the temple in his 
argument. 

However, after a brief 
hearing, the Allahabad High 
court directed to put up this 
case on 13 December for fur-
ther hearing. 

The Allahabad High Court 
was hearing Gyanvapi mas-
jid management’s revision 
petition challenging a Va-
ranasi court order on the 
maintainability of a plea 
seeking permission to offer 
regular prayers to idols of 
deities in the mosque com-
plex. On 5 December, Hindu 
side advocate Harishankar 
Jain argued that the Shivling 
in Kashi was established by 
Lord Shiva himself that is 

why it is called Swayambhu. 
It is also described in the 
Kashi section. 

The Hindus has been 
worshiping Shringar Gauri 
since before 1947. He has 
only demanded the right 
of worship, which does not 
violate any legal right of the 
petitioner. In Islamic law, 
worship on other’s property 
is not accepted. 

Vishnu Shankar Jain also 
drew the attention of the 
court towards the mytho-
logical facts and the deci-
sions of the court. Said, 
there is a detailed descrip-
tion of it in Adhyay 99 and 
100 of Skanda Purana, 
Shloka numbers 61 to 70. 

Plea before SC to seek urgent listing of 
review petition in Chhawala rape case

NAKODAR BASED CLOTH MERCHANT 
KILLED BY EXTORTIONISTS

SC TO HEAR MAHARASHTRA GOVT’S PLEA 
AGAINST ORDER DISCHARGING GN SAIBABA

Statutory bail granted to Wadhawan 
brothers will not be given effect: HC

HC DIRECTS TO 
CONDUCT SURVEY 
OF PROPERTIES 
AROUND TN TEMPLE

HINDU SIDE IN GYANVAPI CASE SUBMITS 
AN OLD MAP OF TEMPLE AT DISPUTED SITE

The high stakes battle in the 
Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD) Elections 2022 
in the national capital came to 
an end with the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) sweeping the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
out of power by ending its 
15-year-old rule on civic bod-
ies. Out of the 248 winning 
candidates analysed in 2022, 
42 (17%) winning candidates 
have declared criminal cases 
against themselves and 19 
(8%) winners have declared 
serious criminal cases against 
themselves, as per a report 
conducted by The Associa-
tion for Democratic Reforms 
(ADR) and Delhi Election 
Watch.

During the 2017 MCD elec-
tions, 26 (10%) of the 266 
councillors analysed had de-
clared criminal cases against 
themselves and 14 (5%) de-

clared serious criminal cases 
against themselves. One win-
ning candidate has declared 
case of attempt to murder 
(IPC Section-307) and three 
winning candidates have de-
clared cases of crime against 
women, such as assault or 
criminal force to woman with 
intent to outrage her modesty 
(IPC Section-354) and related 
to Husband or relative of hus-
band of a woman subjecting 
her to cruelty (IPC Section-
498A) etc. 27 (21%) out of 
132 winning candidates from 
AAP, 12 (12%) out of 104 
winning candidates from 
BJP, 2(67%) out of 3 Inde-
pendent winning candidates 
and 1 (11%) out of 9 winning 
candidates from INC have de-
clared criminal cases against 
themselves, whereas 12 (9%) 
out of 132 winning candidates 
from AAP, 6 (6%) out of 104 
winning candidates from 
BJP and 1(33%) out of 3 Inde-

pendent winning candidates 
have declared serious crimi-
nal cases against themselves 
in their affidavits.  Analysing 
the financial background of 
the candidates, it was found 
that 167 (67%) out of the 248 
winning candidates are cro-
repatis. 82 (79%) out of 104 
candidates from the BJP, 77 
(58%) out of 132 candidates 
from the AAP, 6 (67%) out of 
9 candidates from the INC, 
and 2 (67%) out of 3 inde-
pendent winning candidates 
have declared assets worth 
more than Rs 1 crore.

The average winning can-
didate in the MCD Elections 
2022 has Rs 4.33 crore in as-
sets. The average asset per 
winning candidate for 104 
BJP candidates is Rs 5.29 
crore, Rs 3.56 crore for 132 
AAP candidates, Rs 4.09 
crore for 9 INC candidates, 
and Rs 5.53 crore for 3 inde-
pendent candidates.  Speak-

ing about their educational 
qualification, 126 (51%) win-
ning candidates have de-
clared their qualification to 
be between the 5th and 12th 
grade, while 116 (47%) win-
ning candidates have de-
clared having an educational 
qualification of graduate and 
above. Four winning candi-
dates are diploma holders, 
and two winning candidates 
are illiterate. 84 (34%) win-
ning candidates have de-
clared their age to be between 
21 and 40 years, while 164 
(66%) winning candidates 
have declared their age to be 
between 41 and 70 years.

If we talk about gender, out 
of the 248 winning candi-
dates analysed, 132 (53%) are 
women, and one transgender 
candidate from AAP (Bobi) 
has won from Sultanpuri-
A ward.  In 2017, 139 (52%) 
of the 266 councillors were 
women.

ANALYSIS

MCD poll winners list analysed, 19 
found with serious criminal cases

EFFORT TO UNITE

In a bid to make the Brah-
min Mahakumbh a suc-
cess which is scheduled 

on 11 December, Member of 
Parliament Kartikeya Sharma 
has invited the people of the 
state. Inviting the people hail-
ing from all sections, he said 
that they are required to mark 
their presence in the conven-
tion. In continuation to this, 
he visited around a dozen of 
districts namely Karnal, Pa-
nipat, Jind, Kaithal, Bhiwani, 
Charkhi Dadri, Amabala, 
Jhajjar and Gurugram etc. to 
ensure the maximum gath-
ering of the people in Maha-
kumbh so far. It is noteworthy 
that Manohar Lal, the Chief 
Minister will be present as the 
chief guest in this program. 
Apart from this, he is equally 
active on social media and 
also in contact with people 
through this platform for the 
preparations of the program. 

Further appealing to 36 
fraternities of the state to at-
tend the convention, he said 
that we all are required to 
make all possible efforts for 
the successful conduct of the 
program. It would be an ef-
fort to unite all sections for the 
betterment of society as well 
as the state. “Moving ahead 

on the footprints of my father, 
I am committed to ensure to 
fulfil the demands of com-
moners and leave no stone 
unturned for the same.  Such 
a convention would provide a 
platform for the people of the 
community to address their 
issues. Besides, this conven-
tion will have far reaching im-
plications on state politics”, he 
added. It is worth mentioning 
that this program is being or-
ganized by the ruling BJP and 
the people of the community.

Notably, the people from 
the community and the state 
government have been at log-
gerheads over a few issues 
and in this sense, it is also a 
good opportunity for the gov-
ernment to bridge differences 
with the community through 
this programme. Similarly, 
this Mahasammelan is also 
important for the people 

of the community because 
through this they are hoping 
to get their pending demands 
fulfilled on the part govern-
ment. MP Kartikeya Sharma 
is organizing continuous 
meetings with his supporters 
regarding this and under the 
guidance of his father Venod 
Sharna, the former Union 
Minister, he continues to put 
in his best to ensure the suc-
cessful conduct of this con-
vention. 

In terms of political im-
pact, all parties are having a 
close eye on the convention. 
Besides, most of the leaders 
hailing from the commu-
nity are believed to attend the 
program. Political expert are 
of the opinion that with 12 
percent vote share, a sizable 
chunk, the Brahmin com-
munity owns a role of game 
changer in the state politics.

MP KARTIKEYA SHARMA 
INVITES 36 FRATERNITIES TO 
‘PARSHURAM MAHAKUMBH’
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

PRIYANKA SHARMA
NEW DELHIMember of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma. 

TOP OF THE DAY

THREE CADAVER 
ORGAN DONATED 
IN 3 CONSECUTIVE 
DAYS AT PGIMER
CHANDIGARH: Following 
the footsteps of 36 other 
brave-heart families 
this year, three more 
families, that of Naman 
(22) from Panchkula, 
Amandeep Singh (20) 
from SBS Nagar and 
Balinder Singh (28) from 
Patiala displayed a rare 
example of compas-
sion and unconditional 
love by consenting to 
donate organs of their 
deceased dear ones and 
impacting 11 debilitat-
ing lives, including 10 
in PGIMER and one in 
Chennai, in the last three 
consecutive days here at 
PGIMER. Donor Naman’s 
harvested heart travelled 
around 2500 kilometers 
for a matching recipi-
ent in Chennai in view of 
the non –availability of 
matching recipients in 
PGIMER. 

BAIL GRANTED TO 
EX MLA ACCUSED 
OF ABUSING COP
NEW DELHI: The Saket 
Court on Thursday grant-
ed bail to Ex Congress 
MLA Asif Mohammad 
Khan accused of alleg-
edly manhandling and 
abusing a police officer 
on duty in the Shaheen 
Bagh area.  Additional 
Sessions Judge Anuj 
Agrawal directed Mohd. 
Asif Khan to report be-
fore the SHO concerned 
every month. The Court 
granted bail to Mohd. 
Asif Khan on furnishing 
a bail bond of Rs. 50,000.  
Mohd. Asif Khan was 
arrested on 25 November 
after the alleged incident 
during an unauthorised 
meeting.  

UP GOVT TO DEVELOP 
NAIMISHARANYA AS 
SPIRITUAL CENTRE
LUCKNOW: The Uttar 
Pradesh Government 
led by Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath has prepared 
a master plan to develop 
Naimisharanya as a 
Vedic city and a global 
centre of spiritual, reli-
gious and eco-tourism. 
According to a statement 
by the state govern-
ment, the master plan, 
prepared by the Tourism 
Department, is part of 
the ongoing mission of 
the State Government to 
develop all religio-cultur-
al and spiritual centres 
of the state into attrac-
tive tourist destinations. 
The master plan also 
includes the rejuvena-
tion of Misrikh-Neemsar 
in Sitapur, along with 
Naimisharanya. 

BIODIVERSITY 
PARK TO BE BUILT 
IN GURUGRAM
CHANDIGARH: About 420 
acres of Biodiversity Park 
will be developed in three 
villages namely Dam-
dama, Khedla and Abhay-
pur of Gurugram district 
and Damdama lake will be 
restored in about 80 acres. 
This huge project of about 
500 acres was formally 
started by Haryana CM, 
Manohar Lal Khattar and 
Union Minister for State, 
Rao Inderjit Singh today 
after Deputy Commis-
sioner Nishant Kumar 
Yadav, who is the Chair-
man of Gurujal and also 
Joint Secretary of Haryana 
State CSR Trust, signed a 
tripartite agreement with 
EY Foundation. 

TARUNI GANDHI 
CHANDIGARH 
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Percentage of winning candidates with criminal cases Percentage of winning candidates with criminal cases
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PM’s foreign visits enabled India to 
shape global agenda: Govt tells RS

Shaping world order?ideology diSaSter management 

irreSpective of religion, all 
indianS are hinduS: rSS chief

cyclone mandouS: coaStal 
guardS initiate pre-emptive 
meaSureS

Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) 
chief Mohan Bhag-

wat on Thursday said that 
all the people of India are 
Hindus and that whoever 
considers India as his moth-
erland is a Hindu, irrespec-
tive of religion.

At the closing ceremony of 
the third Sangh Shiksha or-
ganized by the RSS in Nag-
pur, he said, “All the people 
of India are Hindus. Who-
ever considers India as his 
motherland is a Hindu. Be 
it a follower of any religion, 
whatever the dress. This is 
the truth and Sangh speaks 
this truth out loud. This is 

because we have been unit-
ed for hundreds of years.” 
Bhagwat also said that In-
dia’s presidency in G20 was 
not ordinary.

“It is clearly visible that ev-
eryone needs India. It is not 
an ordinary thing that In-
dia got the G20 presidency. 
It’s the beginning. We’ve to 
cover a long distance. The 
entire society needs to walk 
together as India can’t be-
come Vishwa Guru through 
an organisation or institu-
tion,” the RSS chief said.

Bhagwat further said that 
to make India an “Atmanirb-
har” (self-reliant), we have to 
avoid being imitators.

“If we are imitators, Indian 
would never become Atma-
Nirbhar. The Sangh teaches 
four things- to worship the 
country, goodwill, repaying 
the national debt, following 
personal and social disci-
pline,” Bhagwat said. 
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s foreign visits en-
abled India to strengthen 
relations with partner coun-
tries, put forward India’s 
viewpoint, and shape the 
global agenda on global is-
sues, the government told 
Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

Replying to Rajya Sabha, 
Minister of State for Exter-
nal Affairs V Muraleed-
haran said, “The objective 
of Prime Minister’s visits 
abroad has been to foster 
closer relations with for-
eign countries and promote 
India’s engagements at the 
regional and global level. 
Such visits are an impor-
tant means by which India 

serves its national interest 
and implements foreign 
policy objectives.”

These visits have en-
hanced understanding of 
India’s perspectives on re-
gional and

global issues among for-
eign partners at the highest 
level, the Minister said.

“Understandings reached 
during these visits have en-
abled India to strengthen 
relations with partner coun-
tries and put forward India’s 
viewpoint and shape the 
global agenda on global is-
sues such as reformed mul-
tilateralism, climate change, 
transnational crime, terror-
ism, cyber-security, etc,” he 
added.

The government’s reply 
came to the question by 

CPI(M) MP Elamaram Ka-
reem who sought the details 
of expenditures incurred 
Prime Minister’s foreign 
visits in last five years.

The Minister shared infor-
mation of expenditures of 
PM Modi’s foreign visits in 
the last five years.

Muraleedharan informed 
that the expenditure in 
PM Modi’s recent visit to 
Indonesia during the G20 
Summit was Rs 32,09,760. 
Further, the expenditure 
for PM’s Japan visit between 
September 26-28 was Rs 
23,86,536.

Expenditure on PM Mo-
di’s visit to Europe earlier 
this year was Rs 2,15,61,304. 
Meanwhile, PM’s US visit 
between September 21-28, 
2019 cost Rs 23,27,09,000.

continued from page 1

BJp storms back to power in gujarat
improved its own record of 127 seats, made in 2002 with 

Narendra Modi as Chief Minister but surpassed the Con-
gress’ best tally of 149 seats in the 1985 elections. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he was overwhelmed 
with a lot of emotions seeing the phenomenal election re-
sults in Gujarat. He lauded the work of BJP workers in the 
party’s huge success. 

The Prime Minister also thanked the people of Himachal 
Pradesh for their affection and support for BJP. “I thank the 
people of Himachal Pradesh for the affection and support 
for the BJP. We will keep working to fulfil the aspirations 
of the state and raise people’s issues in the times to come,” 
he said.

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur re-
signed following the party’s defeat in the polls. 

While Congress won 40 seats in Himachal Pradesh, the 
BJP won 25 seats. Independents won three seats and AAP 
failed to open its account in the state.

In terms of vote share in Himachal, Congress is only mar-
ginally ahead of the BJP having got 43.88 per cent of votes 
compared to 42.99 per cent of its rival. Others garnered 10.4 
per cent vote share in the hill state. Himachal Pradesh has 
a long tradition of alternating governments and Congress 
was on the right side of anti-incumbency. 

The Congress, which had not projected a Chief Ministe-
rial candidate in the hill state, is planning a meeting of its 
MLAs in Chandigarh with some of its leaders apprehend-
ing “poaching” attempts by BJP. 

Celebrations began at the BJP office in Ahmedabad soon 
after it was clear that the party was on course to an over-
whelming victory in the state. Congress workers also cel-
ebrated the party’s performance in Himachal Pradesh. 

Home Minister Amit Shah lauded the party workers in 
Gujarat saying they had worked tirelessly for the party’s 
success. Amit Shah said Gujarat has always created his-
tory. “In the last two decades, under the leadership of Modi 
ji, the BJP broke all the records of development in Gujarat 
and today the people of Gujarat have blessed the BJP and 
broken all the records of victory. This is a victory of the un-
wavering faith of the public in the development model of 
PM Modi,” he said. 

BJP president J.P. Nadda congratulated Bhupendra Patel 
and said: “We humbly accept the mandate of the people. 
Every worker of BJP is committed to public service.” 

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur, who 
resigned on Thursday following the results, said he respect-
ed the people’s mandate of Himachal Pradesh.

“I want to thank Prime Minister and central leadership 
(for their support) during last five years. We’ll stand for the 
development of the state irrespective of politics. We’ll anal-
yse our shortcomings and improve during the next term,” 
Thakur told media persons in Shimla. 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal said that AAP has 
become a national party in 10 years. “Today, the AAP has 
become a national party. Results of the Gujarat elections 
have come and the party has become a national party. Ten 
years ago, AAP was a small party, now after 10 years it 
has governments in two states and has become a national 
party,” he said.

Congress in charge of Himachal Pradesh Rajiv Shukla 
said the party will implement 10 guarantees in the state. 

The next big task for the Congress is to choose its chief 
ministerial candidate among various aspirants including 
Pratibha Singh. Former state Congress chief Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu and CLP leader Mukesh Agnihotri are seen 
as the other contenders for the post.

‘narendra worked hard for Bhupendra’
Bhupendra can break Narendra’s record. “Gujarat has 
broken all records by giving the biggest mandate to BJP 
in the history of Gujarat,” he added. 

PM Modi said that because of the people’s affection and 
blessings, even in places where the party didn’t win, its vote 
share increased. “The blessings and affection of the people 
have been extraordinary. I bow to them. Even where we 
didn’t win, our vote share increased. We won in Rampur. 
The result in Bihar also indicates future trend in the state,” 
he said. 

PM Modi said the party would work for Himachal 
Pradesh, despite the party’s loss in the state. “We lost the 
Himachal elections by less than 1% vote. This had never 
happened in history. I assure the people that though we 
might have lost, we will be committed to the state’s develop-
ment,” he said. 

He said that people have rejected the politics of dynasties 

and corruption.
“This success has come when India entered the ‘Amrit 

Kaal’. This shows that the next 25 years belong to develop-
ment and it mirrors the expectations of the country. It also 
shows that people’s anger is rising against corruption and 
dynastic politics. 

PM Modi said the party has reached this success after fac-
ing several ups and downs.

“We haven’t reached this success easily. It is the hard work 
of five generations, from the time of Jan Sangh. Lakhs of 
workers, put down immense hard work and dedicated their 
whole lives to the party,” he added. 

He further warned that everyone should remain “beware” 
as more “attacks” can take place in the coming times. “After 
2002, each and every step of mine was lambasted. But, I 
kept on learning and improving myself. Now, we have to 
remain ready for more such “attacks” in future,” he added. 

He further urged all sections of the public to unite for the 
development of the country.

“We have received support from all sections of society. 
Now, it is time for the country to unite and work for the 
development of the country with the vision of ‘Sabka Sath, 
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, and Sabka Prayaas’. When 
the country will celebrate 100 years of its independence in 
2047, we will hand over a developed country to the young 
generation,” he added.

Bhupendra patel to take oath as cm  
on 12 december

empowering the party to form the government for the 
seventh time in the state.

Patel said that the BJP humbly accepts the mandate of the 
people of Gujarat, while also reassuring the public of the 
party’s commitment towards public service.

“The results of Gujarat elections are quite clear. People 
have made up their minds to further continue with the 
journey of development in Gujarat. We humbly accept the 
mandate of the people. Every worker of BJP is committed 
to public service,” the Chief Minister said.

aap gains in gujarat at congress expense
way for his party becoming a ‘national party’. “My party 

which is only 10 years old has become a ‘national party’ 
after AAP got almost 13 per cent votes in Gujarat Assembly 
election.” 

“Today, the AAP has become a national party. Results of 
the Gujarat election have come and the party has become a 
national party. 10 years ago AAP was a small party, now it 
has governments in two states and has become a national 
party,” Delhi CM said.  

For AAP to get the status of the national party it will re-
quire at least 6 per cent vote share and needs to win at least 
two seats. “I will be forever grateful to you for the love I got 
from the people of Gujarat every time I went to Gujarat dur-
ing the elections. I learned a lot from Gujarat,” Kejriwal said.

himachal cm resigns, says ‘respect 
people’s mandate’

 form government in Himachal Pradesh. 
The outgoing CM reached Raj Bhawan in Shimla to tender 

his resignation to Himachal Pradesh Governor Rajendra 
Vishwanath Arlekar. Thakur said that he would never stop 
working for the development of people and would go to 
Delhi if called. 

“I have handed over my resignation to the Governor. Will 
never stop working for the development of people. We need 
to analyse things. There were some issues that changed the 
direction of the results. I will go to Delhi if they call us,” said 
Outgoing Himachal Pradesh CM Jairam Thakur. 

congress rushes top leaders to himachal 
amid poaching buzz

(AAP) used to say that the Congress rule is ending and 
the AAP is forming a government but that has now ended,” 
Baghel said.

The chief minister further said that “Gradually we are 
coming to know that the AAP is the B team of Bharatiya 
Janata Party.” 

BJp storms into azam Khan’s bastion, 
dimple yadav wins mainpuri 

Mulayam Singh Yadav won the Mainpuri seat by defeating 
BJP candidate Prem Singh Shakya by 94,389 votes.   

The Mainpuri parliamentary seat fell vacant after the de-
mise of SP patriarch Mulayam Singh. 

“I want to thank all the supporters of the Samajwadi Party 
who worked rigorously for our victory. I also want to thank 

the people of Mainpuri for believing in me. This victory is 
a tribute to Netaji (Late Mulayam Singh Yadav),” Dimple 
Yadav said at a press conference along with Akhilesh Yadav.

In a huge upset, the BJP’s Akash Saxena won in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Rampur Sadar Assembly constituency, strong-
hold of Samajwadi Party leader Azam Khan and his fam-
ily. BJP never won this seat which is traditionally Muslim-
dominated constituency. 

Akash Saxena defeated his nearest Samajwadi Party rival 
Asim Raja. 

Bypoll to the Rampur Sadar seat was necessitated after 
Azam Khan was sentenced to three years in jail in a hate 
speech case, and subsequently disqualified as MLA.

Saxena, who won by a margin of 33,702 votes, has been 
handed over the winners certificate by the Returning offi-
cer. This is the first time the BJP has won the Rampur Sadar 
assembly seat. 

Azam Khan cannot contest elections for the next six years 
due to his conviction. The bypoll was held on 5 December. 

‘not allowed to raise issues’: angry 
opposition walks out of lS 

without any approval or to send the same to the consider-
ation of Hon’ble President. For example, to Bills like NEET 
Exemption Bill and The Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Online 
Gambling and Regulation of Online Games Act, 2022 en-
acted by the State Government, the Governor has neither 
granted his consent nor sent to Hon’bIe President. Such 
activity of the Governor has led to state administration to be 
at standstill at every initiatives for the people of the state,” 
stated the letter from Tagore addressed to Secretary General 
Lok Sabha. 

“Therefore, it is insisted that the House should come 
forward to discuss about the roles and responsibilities of 
the Governor and should take appropriate action to send a 
resolution to Hon’ble President for the benefit of common 
public,” it added.

Later a heated discussion broke out over the Karnataka-
Maharashtra border dispute and the alleged disrespect 
meted out to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. After this the 
Lok Sabha was adjourned for an hour. 

Earlier during Zero Hour Congress leader Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury spoke on reports of Chinese activity along the 

border with India. The MP, however was not allowed to 
raise the issue.

Sc criticises centre on judicial appointment 
again

recommendations. The Supreme Court said that Parlia-
ment has the right to enact a law but it is also subject to 
the scrutiny of courts and “it is important that the law laid 
down by this court is followed else people would follow the 
law which they think is correct”.

The court observation came while hearing a plea against 
the Centre for keeping pending a name that the Collegium 
recommended in the list for appointment to various High 
Courts and the apex court.  The court also took note of the 
Centre’s recent decision to send back a second time reiter-
ated names and said it is a breach of its earlier direction. The 
court said that it is not aware of the special circumstance for 
which this name was dropped. 

The court also told the Attorney General to advise Union 
Ministers to exercise some control over their public criti-
cism about the Collegium and said that the statements made 
recently are not being taken very well and the ministers 
ought to exercise some control. 

The court remarked that it has told the Attorney General 
that Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) is final till govern-
ment suggestions are looked into, MoP as finalised has to 
apply. 

The court also cited the earlier Constitution Bench deci-
sion of the top court upholding the Collegium system and 
said that the government is bound to implement and en-
force the law as laid down. The court opined that there will 
be a breakdown if everyone starts choosing what to follow. 

The Supreme Court said that there is an existing MoP and 
the government thinks some alterations are required but 
that does not take away from the existing legal process. 

Observing that it looks just like a blame game, the court 
noted that years after the name for the judicial appointment 
was returned which Collegium again reiterated.

SC said, “How do we sort out these issues. This is some 
kind of an infinite battle. AG you will have to do a little bet-
ter to sort out this”. 

houSe diSruption againSt 
democratic valueS: dhanKhar
New Delhi: rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankar 
said on wednesday that obstruction and disruption of 
parliamentary proceedings are antithetical to demo-
cratic values. responding to the felicitations offered by 
prime Minister and other floor leaders in the house, 
Dhankhar said that the nation expects the house of 
elders to take decisive directional lead in reaffirming 
and enhancing the core values of the republic and set 
up the traditions of parliamentary democracy exem-
plifying the highest deliberative emulative standards. 
referring to the sublimity in the dialogue, discussions, 
deliberations and debates in the Constituent assembly 
on sensitive, complex and ethical issues, Dhankhar 
said obstruction and disruption of parliamentary 
proceedings are antithetical to democratic values.  
The Vice president urged the house to be cognizant of 
“severe public discomfort and disillusionment at lack 
of decorum in the temple of democracy”. referring to 
the basic tenets of the Constitution, Dhankhar said that 
parliamentary sovereignty is inviolable and parlia-
ment’s power to amend the Constitution is unqualified 
and supreme.

no propoSal to reintroduce nJac: 
law miniSter 
New Delhi: Minister of law Kiren rijiju on Thursday 
said that there is no such proposal to reintroduce the 
National Judicial appointments Commission (NJaC) 
with suitable modifications.
while responding to the several questions raised by 
politicians Mallikarjun Kharge and Dr John Bittas in 
parliament, law and Justice Minister said, the ap-
pointment of the Judges of the Constitutional Courts 
is a continuous, integrated and collaborative process 
between the executive and the Judiciary. rijiju also 
said that the appointments of judges require consulta-
tion and approval from various constitutional authori-
ties both at the state and central levels. government 
appoints only those persons as Judges of high Courts 
who are recommended by the Supreme Court Col-
legium.
giving the details, rijiju said, “as on 5 December 2022, 
there is one proposal for the appointment of a Supreme 
Court Judge and eight proposals for the appointment 
of the high Court’s Judges recommended by the Su-
preme Court Collegium are pending with the govern-
ment.”
“Further, there are eleven proposals for the transfer of 
high Court Judges, one proposal for the transfer of a 
Chief Justice and one proposal for the appointment of 
the Chief Justice of a high Court recommended by the 
Supreme Court under consideration of the govern-
ment,” he said.
rijiju also said that a total of 256 proposals have been 
remitted by the government to the high Courts.
“During the last five years, a total of 256 proposals have 
been remitted by the government to the high Courts. 
The proposals are remitted to the concerned high 
Courts on the advice of the Supreme Court Collegium,” 
he added.
On the question of the number of vacancies as of the 
date in the Supreme Court and high Court, the law 
minister stated that as on December 5 against the 
sanctioned strength of 34 Judges, 27 Judges are work-
ing in the Supreme Court leaving seven vacancies.
“in the high Courts, against the sanctioned strength of 
1108, 778 Judges are working leaving 330 vacancies,” 
he added.

khaTauli (uTTar PraDesh): 
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) wrests the assembly 
seat from BJP

sarDarshahr (rajasThaN): 
Congress wins against BJP

BhaNuPraTaPPur (ChhaTTisGarh): 
Congress retains it by defeating BJP

PaDamPur (oDisha): 
BJD steamrolls to victory, BJP defeated

kurhaNi (Bihar): 
BJP defeats Nitish Kumar’s JD(U) 

Eastern Region Indian Coast Guard has initiated pre-emptive 
measures in the wake of the approaching Cyclone Mandous, 
which is likely to hit Tamil Nadu on Friday.

“The state administration has been requested to sensitise 
the coastal populace and State Disaster Management Au-
thorities have been requested to issue advisories through 
local print, television and electronic media,” the officials said.

The cyclonic storm is approximately 420 km east-southeast 
of Karaikal and 520 km southeast of Chennai. A red alert 
has been issued for 13 districts in Tamil Nadu on Thursday 
and Friday following the deployment of the six National Di-
saster Response Force (NDRF) teams. Fisheries authorities 
also have been requested to issue warnings to the fisher folk 
and the coastal populace. Coast Guard ships and aircraft have 
been continuously issuing advisories and shepherding the 
fishing boats to return to harbour.

“All ports have been advised to issue warnings and moni-
tor vessels at anchorage. Coastal Security Group has been 
requested to keep all assets on standby and operational for 
undertaking any search and rescue. ” the official further said.
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DETAINED

FRAUD

The Crime Branch arrested 
two criminals in connection 
with the murder of young 
wrestler Sagar Dhankar by 
Olympian Sushil Kumar and 
his associates, Special Com-
missioner of Police Crime 
(Delhi) Ravindra Singh Yadav 
said.

The two criminals have 
been identified as Ankit Da-
bas and Joginder Kala who 
were arrested by the team of 
ARSC/Crime Branch, led by 
Inspector Mangesh Tyagi and 

Inspector Robin Tyagi under 
the close supervision of As-
sistant Commissioner of Po-
lice (ACP) Arvind Kumar. In-
spector Robin Tyagi received 
information about the two fu-
gitives, namely Joginder alias 
Kala and Ankit Dabas who 
were hiding in rural areas of 

district Baghpat (UP).
According to the offi-

cial statement of the Crime 
Branch, both criminals were 
proclaimed offenders with 
a reward of Rs 50,000 each. 
“After sensing the presence of 
a police party, both accused 
tried to escape. Still, the team 
identified them and appre-
hended them, due to sincere 
efforts, dedication, and a high 
level of professional compe-
tence,” said the Special Com-
missioner of Police Crime 
(Delhi) Ravindra Singh Yadav 
in the press release.

Last Year in the month of 
May, Sagar Dhankhar was 
killed in a gruesome man-
ner and serious injuries were 
caused to other persons. The 
victims were abducted from 
different areas of Delhi and 
brought to Chhatrasal Stadi-
um for the commission of the 
offence, stated an official state-
ment from the Crime Branch. 
“During the investigation, a 
total of eighteen accused had 
been arrested but two ac-
cused namely Joginder alias 
Kala and Ankit Dabas were 
at large since committing the 

crime. The accused were hid-
ing and constantly changing 
their hideouts. During the 
absconding period, both the 
accused stayed among farm-
ers at Tikri Border during the 
Kisan agitation. After the re-
call of Kisan agitation, Ankit 
shifted to Himachal Pradesh 
and worked there as a labour-
er in a transport company. The 
other accused Joginder shifted 
to Haridwar and stayed there 
in different temples and 
Dharamshalas,” said Special 
Commissioner of Police Crime 
(Delhi) Ravindra Singh Yadav.

Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Thursday provi-
sionally attached movable 
properties worth Rs 8 Crore 
belonging to the Trinamool 
Congress MLA Manik 
Bhattacharya and his fam-
ily members in the Primary 
Teachers Recruitment Scam 
in West Bengal, as per the 
official sources.  Reportedly, 

the money attached by the 
ED was kept in the form of a 
bank balance in 61 accounts 
and mutual funds attached 

in the name of friends and 
relatives of Manik Bhattacha-
rya, to avoid detection by law 
enforcement authorities. 
Informing about the attach-
ment, the sources further 
said, “One such account used 
for money laundering activi-
ties was found in the name of 
Satarupa Bhattacharya w/o 
Manik Bhattacharya and the 
Late Mrityunjay Chatterjee 
who passed away in 2016”.

TWO WANTED ARRESTED IN WRESTLER 
SAGAR DHANKAR MURDER CASE

ED ATTACHES RS 8 CR PROPERTIES OF TMC MLA 
IN PRIMARY TEACHERS RECRUITMENT SCAM

RELIEF SUICIDE

CELEBRATION

The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday granted bail to 
Ex- Mumbai Police Com-
missioner Sanjay Pandey 
in the National Stock Ex-
change phone tapping and 
snooping case registered by 
the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED).

The Bench of Justice Jas-
meet Singh on Thursday 
said that Sanjay Pandey’s 
bail plea is allowed with 
some conditions. Pandey 
was arrested by the ED 
under money laundering 
charges in the case and is 
presently in judicial custo-
dy. Pandey was represented 
in the matter by Senior Ad-
vocate Mukul Rohatgi along 
with Aditya Wadhwa and 
Siddharth Sunil Advocates.

In August, the trial court 
had denied him bail in the 

matter and said that con-
sidering the broad prob-
ability based on the material 
placed before the court, the 
involvement of the accused 
in the offence of money 
laundering as defined by 
the Apex Court cannot be 
ruled out.

0In bail plea before the tri-
al court, Pandey stated that 
“he had investigated and 
prosecuted several high-
profile and politically sen-
sitive cases and the instant 
proceedings are a political 

fallout of honest and sincere 
discharge of his duties as a 
senior police officer.”

The instant case is clearly 
motivated by political con-
siderations. It is also evident 
from the fact that an offence 
that allegedly occurred be-
tween 2009 and 2017 is 
being investigated in 2022 
i.e., thirteen years after its 
purported commencement 
and five years after its pur-
ported closure; and that too 
within a week of the Ap-
plicant demitting his office, 
stated Sanjay Pandey’s bail 
petition.

Pandey’s lawyer submit-
ted that the huge delay in the 
registration of the said FIR 
raises serious doubts as to the 
bonafide of the investigation. 
It appears that the applicant 
(Sanjay Pandey) is arraigned 
in the present case, for no 
fault of his own, and only to 
fulfil some political vendetta.

Bail for ex-Mumbai Police 
chief in phone tapping case
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI  

ALERT

A deep depression over the 
Bay of Bengal that has inten-
sified into Cyclonic Storm 
Mandous will likely cross 
Tamil Nadu and Puducher-
ry by December 9 midnight, 
the weather department 
said Thursday.

“CS Mandous over SW 
BoB about 500km ESE of 
Karaikal. To move WNW 
and cross north Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry and adjoining 
south AP coast bw Puduch-
erry and Sriharikota with 
a wind speed of 70 kmph 
around midnight of 09 Dec,” 
the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) tweeted 
around Thursday noon. The 
IMD also issued a yellow 
alert for north Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry, and south 
Andhra Pradesh coasts.

Storm warning cage no. 2 

has been mounted at Pam-
ban Port of Rameshwaram 
island to warn fishermen of 
the upcoming storm and de-
ter them from venturing out 
into the sea. The MeT has al-
ready warned the fishermen 
not to venture into the rough 
seas for three days.

Heavy rain is expected 
along the Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh coastline 
along with Puducherry over 
the next few days, it said.

The depression intensi-
fied into cyclonic storm 
Mandous at around 11.30 
pm on Wednesday and was 

positioned at around 640 
km southwest of the Chen-
nai coast and about 370 
km east-northeast of Trin-
comalee, Sri Lanka and 500 
km east of Jaffna.

“Deep Depression over 
Southwest and adjoining 
Southeast Bay of Bengal 
intensified into a Cyclonic 
Storm “Mandous” pro-
nounced as “Man-Dous” 
(Cyclone Alert for north 
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry 
and south Andhra Pradesh 
coasts): Yellow Message,” 
the IMD said in a tweet at 
3.12 am on Thursday.

CYCLONE MANDOUS TO CROSS TN, 
PUDUCHERRY BY 9 DEC, SAYS IMD
TDG NETWORK
PAMBAN   

DEMONSTRATION

SET FREE

As part of the Jan Aakrosh 
Yatra, the Rajasthan unit of 
Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) on 
Wednesday, staged a unique 
demonstration in Udaipur 
against the Congress govern-
ment in the state. Under the 
leadership of the Leader of 
Opposition (LoP) in the Rajas-
than Assembly, Gulabchand 
Kataria, Udaipur BJP offi-

cials and BJP workers, pro-
tested by wearing masks of 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot, 

along with that of ministers 
of the Gehlot cabinet. On this 
occasion, Kataria said, “Chief 

Minister Gehlot is sitting si-
lently on all matters of the 
state, meanwhile his ministers 
are speaking unnecessarily”.

He further alleged, “Min-
isters of the Gehlot cabinet, 
despite resigning, have re-
mained ministers and are 
working against the rules”, 
further adding that a notice 
has also been presented in 
the matter by the Rajasthan 
High Court.

A 17-year-old youth in Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Gwalior dis-
trict has allegedly commit-
ted suicide by apparently 
shooting himself with his 
father’s licensed rifle, the 
police said. No suicide note 
was recovered. The incident 
took place in Adarsh colony 
under Gola ka Mandir Po-
lice Station on Wednesday. 
The deceased was identified 
as Raj Gurjar, who was a 
student of Class 11. Accord-
ing to the family members, 
Raj was studious and there 
was apparently no problem 
at home. He was preparing 
for his IIT entrance exam.
When the family members 
heard the bullet fired from 
Raj’s room, they rushed to-
wards his room. As soon as 
they opened the door, they 
found Raj dead on the floor. 

UPA Chairperson Sonia 
Gandhi arrived in Jaipur 
on Thursday as the party’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra is passing 
through Rajasthan, party 
leaders said.

Former Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi is on a two-day 
tour of Rajasthan, and after 
arriving at Jaipur airport on 
Thursday afternoon, she flew 
to Sawai Madhopur in a he-
licopter. She will be staying 
in Sher Bagh Hotel of Ranth-
ambhore, and her birthday 
will be celebrated there on 
Friday, they said. Upon ar-
rival, Sonia Gandhi was wel-
comed by administration and 

police department officials. 
Her daughter and Congress 
leader Priyanka Gandhi also 
reached Sawai Madhopur via 
road and joined her mother, 
they said. “They will be stay-
ing in Ranthambhore, and 
celebrate Sonia Gandhi’s 
birthday on December 9,” 
party leaders said. The local 
administration has made all 
possible arrangements to en-
sure the safety of Sonia Gan-
dhi and her family. 

Trinamool’s Saket Gokhale 
was granted bail on Thurs-
day in the case of spreading 
‘fake news’ against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
He was arrested by the Gu-
jarat Police.

Trinamool MP Derek 
O’Brien tweeted saying the 
party’s national spokesper-
son has been granted bail, 
adding that they are “al-
ways ready to fight the good 
fight”.

It was allege by the Gu-
jarat Police that Gokhale 
made fake allegations 
against PM Modi. He stated 
that PM Modi’s visit to Gu-
jarat’s Morbi-the site of a 
bridge collapse which took 
away the lives of 140 people 
in November, cost the state 
government Rs. 30 crore. 
This amount is six times the 
total compensation given to 

the victims of the tragedy. 
The police sources have al-
leged that he has also faked 
documents for his tweet.

The government’s fact-
check unit had zeroed in 
on the tweet, which was 
accompanied by what ap-
peared to be a newspaper 
clipping. “RTI revealed the 
PM’s visit to Morbi cost  30 
crore,” it said. The Press 
Information Bureau, in its 
fact-check of 1st Decem-
ber, said it was fake and 
“no such RTI response was 
given”.

Rajasthan BJP stages unique protest in 
Udaipur wearing masks of Rajasthan ministers

17-YEAR-OLD IN 
MP’S GWALIOR USES 
FATHER’S LICENSED 
RIFLE TO END LIFE

Sonia to celebrate birthday 
in Ranthambhore 

Bail for Trinamool’s Saket 
Gokhale in 'fake news' 
case linked to PM
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HIT OUT

Former Karnataka CM 
and Leader of Opposi-
tion in the Legislative 

Assembly, Siddaramaiah has 
lashed out at the Bhartiya 
Janta Party (BJP) for calling 
him ‘Siddaramullah Khan’.

On Thursday, Siddara-
maiah stated, “There is noth-
ing surprising in the smear 
campaign by adding a ‘Mus-
lim name’ to my name as 
the BJP has made falsehood, 
slander and defamation its 
political propaganda”. “I 
don’t mind adding a Mus-
lim name to my name,” the 
Congress leader said, adding, 
“We have the legacy of Saint 
Shishunala Sharif, who was 
born into a Muslim family 
and became a disciple of Go-
vinda Bhatt. He continues to 

awaken our conscience”.
“We also have the legacy of 

the world-famous Sufi poet 
Kabir, who was born into a 
Muslim family but was ac-
cepted as a disciple by Saint 
Ramananda,” he added, 
saying: “So I know that they 
have rewarded my faith in 
secularism by attaching the 
Muslim name to my name”.

“What else can they do 

other than such false propa-
ganda? Are they going to poll 
by showing the smeared face 
of zero achievements, cor-
ruption and iniquities?” Sid-
daramaiah added.

“Their statement indi-
cates their defeat, despair 
and helplessness. Let us all 
mourn collectively that a 
once ‘decent party’ has fallen 
into such moral depravity,” 

he said.
Quoting his developmental 

work as a former chief min-
ister, Siddaramaiah stated, 
“Many people call me ‘Anna 
Ramaiah’, Farmer Ramaiah, 
Kannada Ramaiah, and 
‘Dalit Ramaiah’ in recogni-
tion of the services I have 
rendered towards the people 
as chief minister.

“Similarly, if the work I 
have done for the Muslim 
community is recognized 
and I am called ‘Sidramullah 
Khan’, I am happy about that 
too”.

Alleging the BJP of petty 
politics over the celebration 
of Tipu Sultan Jayanti, Sid-
daramaiah remarked, “The 
people of the state are now 
convinced that the contro-
versy and riots created by the 
BJP and the Sangh Parivar 

in the last few years, on the 
pretext of Tipu Sultan Jayanti 
celebrations, are politically 
motivated”.

“There is evidence that not 
only did everyone from the 
Chief Ministers to the Min-
ister-legislators celebrate 
Tipu Jayanti by dressing up 
in various costumes, but also 
by singing in praise of Tipu”, 
he further said.

Siddaramaiah further ad-
dressed the BJP’s allegation 
of killing of Hindu youths 
during his chief ministership 
and said, “ BJP leaders are 
running a false campaign”, 
and added, “Shobha Karand-
laje had written to Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh that 24 Hindus had 
been killed in the state. It also 
included the name of a living 
person”.

SIDDARAMAIAH LASHES OUT AT BJP 
FOR ‘SIDDARAMULLAH KHAN’ REMARK
TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU

Former Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah.

Saket Gokhale

Sanjay Pandey

Manik Bhattacharya

Wrestler Sagar Dhankar (file)

TOP OF THE DAY

ED ATTACHES  
RS 77 CR 
PROPERTY OF 
ARCHON ENGICON
NEW DELHI: The Direc-
torate of Enforcement 
(ED) has provisionally 
attached the immovable 
properties amounting to 
Rs 77.28 crore of Archon 
Engicon of Chandrashek-
har Balkrushna Panchal 
and others in a bank fraud 
case. The probe agency 
had initiated investiga-
tions under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering 
Act, 2002, (PMLA) against 
Archon Engicon, of Chan-
drashekhar Balkrushna 
Panchal and others.. Ar-
chon Engicon is a turnkey 
service provider for power 
transmission. These were 
filed on the basis of two 
FIRs registered by Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI), Economic Offences 
Branch, Mumbai.

SIX  ARRESTED, 
JEWELLERY 
WORTH 1.35 CR 
RECOVERED 
HYDERABAD: 6 inter-
state offenders were ar-
rested by Rachakonda Po-
lice and jewellery worth 
Rs. 1.35 crores were 
recovered from them. 
Firearms and vehicles 
were also recovered from 
their possession by police. 
The weapons included a 
country-made pistol, an 
air pistol and a dagger. 
Four other members 
of the gang are still 
absconding. According 
to the police, victim Raj 
Kumar Surana and his 
assistant Sukhdev Devasi 
started from Raj’s home 
on his motorcycle car-
rying about three kgs of 
gold ornaments in a bag

CHATTISGARH: 1ST 
INTERNATIONAL 
CRICKET MATCH 
ON 21ST JAN
RAIPUR: The first inter-
national cricket match 
in Chhattisgarh will be 
played at Shaheed Veer 
Narayan Singh Interna-
tional Cricket Stadium 
situated at Nava Raipur 
in state capital Raipur 
on 21st January, 2023. 
The second ODI match 
of India vs New Zealand 
series will be played 
here. Chhattisgarh State 
Cricket Sangh (CSCS) 
media in charge Rajesh 
Dave said, “It will be the 
first time when an inter-
national cricket match 
will be played in any 
stadium in Chhattisgarh. 
The second ODI match 
of India vs New Zealand 
series will be played here 
on 21st January, 2023

ONE HELD IN 
TELANGANA FOR 
ATTACKING MIDWIFE 
WITH KNIFE
KESHAMPET:A mid-
wife at a primary health 
centre in Telangana’s 
Ranga Reddy district 
was seriously injured 
in a knife attack by her 
kin-turned-stalker early 
Thursday, police said. 
The victim is an Auxiliary 
Nurse Midwife (ANM) at 
a government primary 
health centre in Kesham-
pet Mandal of ShadNagar 
Constituency. She was 
attacked by her brother-
in-law around 4 am while 
still on duty, the police 
said. Keshampet SHO 
Dhananjay said: “Victim’s 
younger sister’s husband 
Kishan Naik had been 
stalking Anitha. 
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This seems to be a period 
of global cataclysm. 
The world had not 

yet recovered from the black 
shadow of Covid-19 and the 
Russia-Ukraine war created 
a big crisis for the whole world. 
On the other hand, in the Indo-
Pacific region, the dispute be-
tween China and Taiwan also 
deepened. Meanwhile, the eco-
nomic and political systems of 
Sri Lanka collapsed, the eco-
nomic crisis in Britain deep-
ened so much that the Prime 
Minister changed, public 
voices were heard against the 
systems in Pakistan, the move-
ment against the hijab started 
in Iran, and in the midst of all 
this, frequent news of political 
turmoil coming from China is 

definitely a matter of concern. 
This crisis may not only change 
the destiny of China, it would 
certainly be having global im-
pact, especially in the context 
of Russia. 

Russia was also a communist 
country once upon a time, and 
even today, we can see the im-
prints of communist regime in 
Russia. Since Putin shares a lot 
of similarities with Xi in terms 
of leadership qualities, priori-
ties and nature, whatever is 
happening in China should be 
considered as an alarming bell 
by Putin. China is known for 
its aggression and imperialist 
agenda globally. On the other 
hand, Putin too seems to be of 
similar nature as of Xi as he too 
seems to be working to add the 
lost glory of USSR to present 
day’s Russia. Just like China, 
matters of human-rights vio-
lations in Russia by Russian 
government have constantly 
been reported and criticised 
by international organisations, 
non-government organisations 
and media houses for a long 
time. 

In the last few months, both 
the image and the situation of 

China have deteriorated. How 
and why Xi Jinping, who is car-
rying Mao’s communist flag all 
over the world, did not real-
ize that the ground of public 
support is slipping from under 
him, is an important question. 
Xi is not only facing opposi-
tion at the global level due to 
his expansionist agenda, but 
also facing the flag of protest 
and rebellion rising from his 
own people due to his failed 
internal policies. Although he 
saved his chair by getting the 
constitution of China amend-
ed, but he seems to have failed 
to understand that durability 
of any throne depends on the 
trust and support of the pub-
lic. If fundamental rights of 
the people are violated, the 
system does not last long. The 
reason why people are protest-
ing against the government in 
China is being given as the re-
strictions related to Covid-19, 
but I think this is only the tip 
of the iceberg. The main reason 
behind the voices being heard 
against the government of 
China is the violation of their 
fundamental rights for a long 
time.

Xi who trapped Sri Lanka, 
Nepal and Pakistan in “debt 
diplomacy”, Xi who always 
maintained aggression on 
India’s Northeast borders, Xi 
who never accepted Taiwan’s 
sovereignty, Xi who held the 
the flag of communism high 
against the US and Western 
countries, completely ignored 
the internal challenges he cre-

ated for himself. On the one 
hand, his own army is not 
happy with him while on the 
other hand, the people who 
are suffering from economic 
recession have lost faith in him. 
People do not have money to 
pay the monthly instalments; 
the economic crisis in China 
has reached to such an ex-
tent that the builders had to 
demolish the buildings they 
constructed, recently. 

Can’t the people who have 
been tolerating restricted 
fundamental rights for a long 
time bear the Covid 19 related 
restrictions? But it seems the 
dam of patience has broken. 
Internally in China as well as 
at the global level, the viola-
tion of human rights in China 
has become a huge issue. On 
the plight of Uyghur Muslims, 
the United Nations condemned 
China by taking out a report.

Today’s world is a world of 
globalization, a world of com-
plex interdependence, a world 
of cooperation than conflict, 
a world of open economy, a 
world painted by the colours of 
democratic values. We can see 
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine 
war but at the same time mu-
tual cooperation is also being 
promoted among countries 
through international forums. 
In today’s world, wherever vio-
lation of human rights or situa-
tions against democratic prin-
ciples would be experienced or 
observed, public voices will be 
heard. People of today’s world 
are not only globally aware 

about their rights and global 
events through technology, 
they also share their views 
with each other and speak out 
loud about their rights through 
various technology-enabled 
platforms. Also, people of one 
country get support from the 
people globally in the fight 
for their rights. In the case of 
China, we can see people are 
demonstrating in support of 
China’s protesters in Tokyo, 
Sydney, London, Paris as well 
as in many places in North 
America, Europe and Asia.

The whole world saw how 
the women of Iran came out 
vocally against the Hijab and 
also extended their support. 
The revolution against the 
hijab in Iran was not limited 
to Iran alone. Its effect was 
also seen in other countries. 
Similarly, people are standing 
up against the ruined and cor-
rupt system in Pakistan, the 
whole world is watching. 
The people of Pakistan now 
clearly seem to be accepting 
what fundamentalism has 
done to their country, while 
how India has become a global 
power on the strength of its 
democratic values. Similarly, 
voices of public protest are be-
ing heard in China as well. 
The people of China, who 
have come to terms with the 
violation of their fundamental 
rights for a long time, prob-
ably want to walk with the rest 
of the world, want freedom 
from the shackles of sanc-
tions, and want democracy. 

Amid the Russia-Ukraine 
war, people of Russia are also 
showing signs of exhaustion. 
They do not want war. When 
Putin summoned the trained 
civilians to take part in the war 
recently, entire world watched 
how Russians in huge num-
bers left their country. More-
over, being an ally of China, 
Russia may also face a setback 
globally for the crisis in China. 
Entire West lobby is trying its 
best to demonise Putin; and 
turmoil in China provides 
them an opportunity to prove 
how Putin also supports viola-
tion of human rights being a 
good friend of Xi. On the other 
hand, Russia may also face an 
impediment in terms of any 
strategic support from China.

China needs to accept the 
fact that no country can move 
forward by taking away the 
fundamental rights of its 
people. China, which has tar-
nished its image by creating 
the identity of the aggressor 
in the whole world, should re-
member its ancient cultural 
values and identity by taking 
off the glasses of communism. 
This issue is not just an issue 
of lifting sanctions, it is also 
an opportunity to show mir-
ror to a country that has lost 
its true identity. The people 
of China seem to be fighting 
for their fundamental rights, 
and Xi must understand that 
no system based on sanctions 
can last long.
The author is Professor, School of 
International Studies, JNU.

Public unrest in China 
may affect ally Russia
Xi Jinping is facing internal rebellion from his own people and global 
opposition due to his expansionist agenda. Being an ally of China, Russia, 
already at war with Ukraine, may also face an increased backlash globally.

FUTURE CHALLENGES

GLOBAL CATACLYSM

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has registered 
a record- breaking and historic win in the 2022 
Gujarat elections. The ruling party is all set to get 
156 of 182 Assembly seats, which is more than 
the highest-ever mark of 127 seats. It has also 
breached the 50% vote share mark. The saffron 
surge has been witnessed in various regions of 
Gujarat, including several tribal areas, which 
have been under Congress’ dominance. This is 
the seventh consecutive time the BJP has won the 
home state of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
One of the significant messages that the Guja-
rat poll outcome has sent out is that the saffron 
party’s landslide victory for the seventh straight 
time here could be possible just because of PM 
Modi’s dominance and charisma. The “Brand 
Modi” has, in fact, paved the way for the BJP re-
taining power in Gujarat, virtually wiping out 
the opponents like Congress and AAP.

All eyes were on whether the BJP would be able 
to better Modi’s record of 127 seats, which was in 
2002, or Madhav Sinh Solanki-led Congress’s re-
cord of 149 seats of 1985. So, the BJP finally broke 
the record, thanks to Brand Modi. The BJP’s 
thumping win has reaffirmed the belief that PM 
Modi is synonymous with Gujarat. He continues 
to have a strong and firm hold over the hearts and 
minds of Gujaratis. It is by virtue of people’s love 
for him that Modi won three Assembly elections 
on the trot and ruled Gujarat for more than 12 
years before moving to Delhi in 2014. Even after 
coming to Delhi to lead India as Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi continued to focus on Gujarat, 
giving his suggestions and advice to local leader-
ship from time to time. He led the campaign for 
the Gujarat state 
assembly elections 
in November-De-
cember, address-
ing more than 30 
campaign meet-
ings during the 
two-phased polls, 
during which he 
invoked Gujarat 
“asmita” (pride). 
The BJP in Gujarat 
was banking solely 
on PM Modi’s cha-
risma and popular 
image. Chief Min-
ister Bhupendrab-
hai Patel told the 
voters that every 
single vote for the 
BJP will be a vote 
for PM Modi. In 
fact, the BJP lead-
ership in Gujarat 
was aware that it is the people’s trust in PM Modi 
that could bring the party a grand electoral suc-
cess. Analysts are right in saying that the biggest 
factor favouring the saffron party in the elections 
was PM Modi’s appeal among the voters. PM 
Modi’s one-liner that “we have made this Guja-
rat” went down very well with the voters, who 
showed overwhelming support for the BJP on 
the day of polling. Similarly, the line “every single 
vote for lotus will be a vote for Modi” made a dif-
ference.

What goes beyond saying is that the Gujarati 
voters see in Narendra Modi the image of a Hin-
du nationalist too. With Modi being the face of 
the BJP’s election campaign in Gujarat, the rul-
ing party scored over its rivals in the state. The 
results also highlight the fact that Modi contin-
ues to be a leader who defies the anti-incumben-
cy theory. The Lok Sabha elections of 2019 ce-
ment this perception as PM Modi led the party to 
victory by more seats than it won in the 2014 par-
liamentary polls. There was no impact of anti-
incumbency then also. “Brand Modi” remained 
intact despite the BJP being also-ran in the MCD 
and Himachal Pradesh elections. The BJP vote 
share in the MCD polls has increased by three 
per cent, even though it lost the polls. However, 
the party which ruled MCD for 15 years could not 
be reduced to a number less than a century by the 
main rival AAP. Similarly in Himachal Pradesh, 
the BJP’s vote share is just one percent less than 
Congress’s. Analysts are again right in conclud-
ing that the BJP saw some setbacks in MCD and 
Himachal polls due to local issues and party’s 
rebels who may have harmed its poll prospects. 
Back in Gujarat, the BJP registered three records 
in the state simultaneously. It won maximum 
seats, maximum vote share and largest lead in 
state polls. All this, according to political observ-
ers, goes to the credit of Brand Modi.

T. BRAJESH

PERSPECTIVE
SAFFRON SURGE

‘BRAND MODI’ 
SHINES BRIGHT  
AS BJP REGISTERS  
A HISTORIC  
WIN IN GUJARAT

Though the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) has been the pride of 
the country for the past 90 
glorious years, it faces many 
future challenges. The Indian 
Air Force was officially estab-
lished on 8 October 1932 as an 
auxiliary air force to Royal Air 
force with the enactment of 
the Indian Air Force Act 1932 
on the same day. 1 April 1933 
is another landmark day in 
its history when the very first 
group of IAF comprising four 
Westland Wapti II A army co-
operation biplanes, six RAF 
trained officers and 19 Havai 
Sepoy (air soldiers) came into 
existence at Drigh Road, Ka-
rachi as the “A” Flight nucleus 
of No.1, Army Co-Ordination  
Squadron. On 8 October 2022, 
the IAF celebrated its 90th an-
niversary with full of glory 
and pride to serve the country.

During World War II, IAF 
had a primary task to halt 
Japanese invasion into Burma 
as well as to destroy Japanese 
air and military bases in 
northern Thailand. IAF was 
also instrumental to provide 

close air support, path finding 
and aerial reconnaissance to 
British and US forces in vari-
ous sectors including North 
Africa and Europe. For its 
commendable contribution 
during Second World War, 
the King George VI con-
ferred prefix Royal to IAF on 
12 March 1945. Hence IAF was 
re-designated as Royal Indian 
Air Force. However, this pre-
fix was dropped on 26 Janu-
ary 1950 once India became a 
republic. The IAF’s mission is 
defined by the Armed Forces 
Act 1947, the constitution of 
India and the Air force act of 
1950.

At the time of partition, the 
nation inherited a split air 
force that was weak in quan-
titative and qualitative terms. 
The assets of the Royal Indian 
Air Force were divided on one-
third basis, under which India 
and Pakistan got six and two 
fighter squadrons, respec-
tively. The Indian Air Force, 
at that time, was composed of 
around 900 officers, 10,000 
non-commissioned officers 
and over 820 civilian techni-
cians and administrative staff. 
Independence and division of 
armed forces resulted in heavy 
loss to the armed forces in all 
aspect including depletion 
of infrastructures, human 
recourses, training as well as 
capacity building measures 
and took decades to recover. 
Since then, IAF has grown in 

strength and strike capability 
and now considered as third 
largest and competent Air 
Force in the world preceded 
by USA and Russia. Today 
the active strength of IAF is 
of around 170000 person-
nel, 140,000 reserve person-
nel and equipped with more 
than 1950 aircraft and other 
modern gadgets. Soon after in-
dependence, IAF was tasked 
to halt aggression of Pakistani 
forces in J&K so as to ensure 
implementation of accession 
of J&K in India. Though dur-
ing the war, the RIF did not 
have direct air-to-air fight 
with Pakistan Air Force but 
was successful to ensure 
transportation of logistics and 
troops as well as crucial air 
dominance over PAK forces. 
The role of the IAF during the 
1965 Indo-Pak war is a classi-
cal testimonial of valour and 
commitment. The Indo-Pak 
war of 1971 and liberation of 
Bangladesh indeed saw most 
glorious performance of any 
armed force in the world in re-
cent past. IAF had achieved 
complete air dominance in 
both eastern and western sec-
tor within first two weeks. The 
strategic bombing attacks on 
crucial establishments, fuel 
depots and gas plants and 
runways in both the western 
and eastern sectors by IAF 
was most vital support for 
offensive advancement of 
Indian Army and Mukti ba-

hini. IAF had also provided 
crucial support to navy dur-
ing war in the Bay of Bengal 
and Arabian Sea. In the same 
way, Operation Meghdoot in 
1984 in Siachen glacier, Kargil 
War of 1999 and role of IAF 
in the recent Indo-China con-
flict in eastern Ladakh are 
true testimonials of achieve-
ments and significance of air 
dominance in mountains and 
modern warfare. The Balakot 
air surgical strike of 2019 has 
given a new dimension of the 
offensive pre-emptive defence 
to the Indian security doctrine.

Indian Air Force has been 
engaged in various civil aid 
relief measures. During the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the IAF 
had launched several rescue 
operations to aid in civil opera-
tions within and outside the 
country to strengthen supply 
chain of oxygen containers, es-
sential medicines as well as to 
bring back stranded Indians 
from other countries. IAF 
played a crucial role to evac-
uate stranded Indians from 
war-affected areas as well as 
to deliver humanitarian as-
sistance to Ukraine through 
Poland by India.  

Modern warfare tactics 
and dimensions are rapidly 
changing in the recent past. 
With the advent of rapid 
evolution in technology and 
world order, there is a definite 
need of keeping pace with 
latest development and chal-

lenges. The ongoing conflict 
in Russia and Ukraine and 
other areas in the world has 
established that modern 
warfare will be more fo-
cused on dominance in the 
field of cyber space, Artifi-
cial Intelligence, unmanned 
systems, network centric au-
tonomous, multi-role Drone 
Swarms, lasers and nuclear 
weapons supra hypersonic 
missiles, aircraft as well as 
on the front of economy. IAF 
has to transform itself into 
a multi-spectrum strategic 
force and further alignment 
with India’s role, as a balanc-
ing power in central, south 
East Asia, Indo-Pacific and 
in Indian Ocean. IAF needs to 
adopt such transformation in 
a phase manner.

We have to analyze pro-
spective development and 
dimensions adopted by Pak-
istan and China as security 
threat to our country is di-
rectly link with them. Hence, 
a realistic time frame has to 
be charted out to develop fu-
turistic IAF as an aerospace 
force by 2032 and to reshape, 
further gear up to face chal-
lenges of 2050. It is very im-
portant to note that the pres-
ent lot of aircraft may have 
residual life span of 15 years 
or so, hence we need to main-
tain and upgrade them dur-
ing this period. The ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine conflict and 
the subsequent role played 

by NATO countries has re-
defined the international doc-
trine of warfare and defence 
manufacturing sector in all 
the spheres including capac-
ity and capability building of 
resources. Hence India can-
not rely exclusively on import 
in the defence sector. At the 
same time, soaring expendi-
ture on import of weapons, 
spare parts, upgrading and 
technology transfer is a huge 
financial burden on the coun-
try. Hence, Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat is the need of the hour. 

Though initial measures 
have shown  encouraging 
outcome, yet more efforts 
and initiatives are needed to 
develop congenital environ-
ment for research, technol-
ogy advancement, manufac-
turing not only in the field 
of defence, but in associated 
sectors of electronics, AI, 
metallurgy, superconductors, 
space satellite and other rel-
evant fields also. Hence, joint-
ness and synergy not only in 
the defence system, but re-
quired in other fields to rede-
fine module of joint planning, 
research, training capacity 
building and to develop an 
interface of execution among 
all the stakeholders.
Major General J.K.S. Parihar, 
Sena Medal, Bar to Vishisht Seva 
Medal (Retd.), and former Addi-
tional Director General, AFMS, 
is an expert on defence and inter-
national strategic affairs.

IAF needs to transform itself into a 
multi-spectrum strategic force

opinion
ANSHU JOSHI
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J.K.S. PARIHAR

The BJP in Gujarat was 
banking solely on PM 
Modi’s charisma and 
popular image. Chief 
Minister Bhupendrabhai 
Patel told the voters that 
every single vote for the 
BJP will be a vote for PM 
Modi. In fact, the BJP 
leadership in Gujarat 
was aware that it is the 
people’s trust in PM Modi 
that could bring the party 
a grand electoral success. 
Analysts are right in saying 
that the biggest factor 
favouring the saffron party 
in the elections was PM 
Modi’s appeal among the 
voters. PM Modi’s one-
liner that ‘we have made 
this Gujarat’ went down 
very well with the voters.
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The Supreme Court in the 
case Rahul vs State of Delhi 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
and Anr, wherein a review 
petition against the order 
acquitting the three men ac-
cused in the 2012 Chhawla 
Gang Rape was mentioned 
in the Top Court before a 
bench comprising CJI DY 
Chandrachud, Justice JB 
Pardiwala and Justice PS 
Narasimha.
The counsel sought urgent 
listing of the matter, wherein 
highlighting that the public’s 
confidence had been shaken 
due to the conversion of capi-
tal punishment to acquittal 
in the case.
The bench headed by CJI DY 
Chandrachud stated that, I 
will make a call after going 
through it.
It was observed that the 
judgment, against which the 
review has been sought, was 
pronounced by the bench 
comprising of former Chief 
Justice U. U. Lalit and Justice 
Ravindra Bhat and Justice 
Bela M. Trivedi. The court 
has set aside the Delhi High 
Court judgement which con-
victed the three men for rape 
and murder of a 19-year-old 
girl.
In the present case, the three 
three persons Rahul, Ravi 
and Vinod were accused of 
abducting the girl while she 
was returning home from 

her work place on 9th Feb-
ruary 2012. Later, the police 
found a mutilated body of 
the girl near Rewari in Hary-
ana on 14th February with 
multiple wounds. Thus, in 
the autopsy it was found out 
that she was attacked, raped 
and acid was being poured 

on her eyes.
The judgement was passed 
by Supreme Court after 
hearing the submissions of 
the counsel, Additional So-
licitor General Aishwarya 
Bhati, who had sought for 
affirming the death penalty 
and amicus curia Senior 

Advocate Sonia Mathur, 
wherein seeking for revers-
ing the same.
Earlier, the trial court in its 
judgment given in August 
2014 had given death sen-
tence to the three accused 
which was ratified by the 
High Court.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Request Made For 
Urgent Listing Of Review Petition 
Against Judgement Acquitting 3 
Men; Chhawla Rape-Murder Case
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Roots 
in Kashmir vs Union of India and Ors 
observed and has dismissed a Curative 
Petition filed by an organisation Roots in 
Kashmir, wherein seeking probe into the 
killings of Kashmiri Pandits, during the 
height of militancy in the valley in the 
1990s.

The bench comprising of Chief Jus-
tice of India D. Y. Chandrachud, Justice 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and Justice S. Abdul 
Nazeer observed that, this court have gone 
through the Curative Petition and the con-
nected documents. The bench is of the view 
that no such case is being made out within 
the parameters which are indicating in 
the decision of this Court in the case Rupa 
Ashok Hurra v Ashok Hurra.

In the present case, the curative petition 
has been filled against a 2017 verdict of the 
Supreme Court which had dismissed the 
organization’s petition for probe citing long 
delay.

However, the bench comprising of then 
Chief Justice JS Khehar and Justice DY 

Chandrachud on July 24, 2017 observed 
and had dismissed the petition, wherein 
stating that no evidence will be available 
after 27 years. We can’t pass orders now 
and what happened is heart wrenching.

Consequently, the court dismissed the 
review petition against the verdict on Oc-
tober 24, 2017.

Further, the petitioner in the curative pe-
tition had argued that to dismiss the peti-
tion for probe solely on the ground of long 
delay amounts to a “grave error apparent 
on the record”.

The plea stated that, because the order be-
ing passed by this Hon’ble Court are mani-
festly erroneous and bad in law solely on 
the ground that delay is not attributable to 
victim families, many of whom have con-
sistently sought to use and all the forums 
available to struggle for justice. Therefore, 
the case is not pursued by some victim 
families due to the real fear and danger.

Before the court, it was submitted that 
during 1989-1998 more than 700 Kash-
miri Pandits were murdered and more 
than 200 cases, but not even a single FIR 
has been reached to the stage for filing of 
the conviction or Charge sheet.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: DISMISSED 
CURATIVE PETITION SEEKING 
PROBE INTO KILLINGS OF 
KASHMIRI PANDITS IN ‘90S
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court 
in the case CAT 
(Principal Bench) 

Bar Association v. UoI And 
Ors, wherein the bench 
comprising of Justice of 
India Dr DY Chandrachud 
and Justice JB Pardiwala 
observed and has directed 
the tenure of all officers of 
the Central Administrative 
Tribunal (CAT) which is to 
be extended further until 
the vacancies for posts in 
the CAT are being filled.

In the present case, the 
Apex Court by an order 
dated May 13, 2022, while 
taking note of the vacancies 
in the Central Administra-
tive Tribunals, had exercised 
power under Article 142 of 
the Constitution of India 
to permit the incumbents 
for continuing the function 
beyond its terms, subject to 
the availability and consent. 
Later, the bench comprising 
of CJI D.Y. Chandrachud 
and Justice Hima Kohli at 
the request of the Counsel 
appearing on behalf of the 
petitioner and with con-
sent of ASG observed and 
has extended the operation 
of the interim order passed 
on May 13, 2022, till the next 
date of listing.

An updated status report 
with post wise details have 
been submitted by the 
Union.

The court stated that there 
are 19 vacancies so far. We 
have been going from 28 
filled posts to which 51 posts 
are filled. The correct pro-
cess is being complete and 
51 members are in place. 
The process for 19 vacancies 
has already been started. A 
judge has to be nominated.

However, the CJI dictated 
the order wherein it was 
stated that the said tabula-
tion shows that out of the 

sanctioned strength of 70 
members of CAT, 51 posts 
have been filled consisting 
26 judicial and 25 admin-
istrative members. Thus, 
there being 19 vacancies 
for 9 judicial members and 
10 administrative members. 
Therefore, the process for 
filing of vacancies has been 
initiated with a request for 
a nomination of a judge of 
this court for chairperson 
of the committee. Adding 
to it, the court stated that 
19 vacancies which still 
continue in CAT, the court 
direct that the tenure of all 

officers which has been con-
tinued and shall be extended 
further until the process of 
selection is being completed.

It was also added by CJI 
Chandrachud that by the 
next date of listing, the Su-
preme Court shall be ap-
prised of further steps taken 
to fill up the remaining 19 
vacancies.

Accordingly, the court 
listed the matter for next 
hearing in the first week 
of February 2023 when it 
shall be apprised of taking 
further steps to fill up the re-
maining 19 vacancies in CAT.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT:  DIRECTS 
TENURE OF OFFICERS TO BE 
EXTENDED UNTIL VACANCIES 
ARE FILLED; CAT VACANCIES
TDG NETWORK 

The Punjab and Haryana High 
Court in the case Saurabh Verma 
versus State Of Punjab observed 
that a person said to be involved in 
betting and gambling under Sec-
tion 13A Public Gambling Act, 1867 
commits a non-cognizable and 
thereof any investigation made re-
quires prior permission from Mag-
istrate under Section 155 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure.
The Court held that the raid con-
ducted by the Police in the house 
of such person without the permis-
sion of the Magistrate is a proce-
dural irregularity which goes to the 
root of the case and is sufficient to 
quash the matter.

The bench comprising of Justice 
Aman Chaudhary observed that 
the reply of the state does not dis-
close that there was an order which 
is passed by the Magistrate to inves-
tigate the non-cognizable offence 
as required under Sub Section 2 of 
Section 155 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. In this case, the proce-
dural infirmity goes to the root of 
the matter, thus, vitiating the pro-
ceedings initiated.

In the present case, the court was 
dealing with a case where Police 
raided the house of the petitioner 
and recovered Rs.1,23,50,000/- 
along with laptop and mobile 
phone after receiving secret infor-
mation about the involvement of 
petitioner’s in gambling.

An FIR under Section 13-A of the 
Public Gambling Act, 1867 was be-
ing registered and later, the charge-
sheet was filed.

The court discharged the peti-
tioner’s application and the trial 
court also dismissed on the ground 
that at the time of framing of the 
charges only prima facie case was 

to be seen.
It has been noted by the High 

Court that the investigation in a 
non-cognizable offence by the po-
lice without permission of the com-
petent Magistrate is impermissible.

Further, the court noted that the 
police officer concerned was not au-
thorised to enter by way of issuance 
of a warrant and search the house 
of the petitioner as per Section 5 
of the Act. Thus, this procedural 
infirmity vitiates the proceedings 
initiated.

Facts of the Case:
In this case it has not been 

brought out by the State that the 
concerned police officer was autho-
rised to enter by way of issuance of a 
warrant and search the house of the 
petitioner, which is being mandated 
as per Section 5 of the Act, a pre-
requisite for which is that, upon a 
receipt of credible information, the 
officer who is invested with power 

of Magistrate or District Superin-
tendent of Police after conducting 
enquiry may either himself or by 
warrant authorise any other police 
officer to enter and search the place.

Further, the state did not provide 
any specific reply, wherein justify-
ing the competence of the police 
officer.

Therefore, the paras of the pres-
ent petition particularly the 5A to 
5M, wherein the grounds have been 
raised to substantiate that the FIR 
was a clear abuse of process of law 
and have not specifically responded 
to except for stating “that the posi-
tion has already been explained in 
the forgoing paragraphs, which 
have been reproduced in the said 
judgement, which is merely mak-
ing a reference to the alleged recov-
ery, investigation and confessional 
statement but nothing justifying 
either the competence of the officer 
or the registration of FIR in a non-

cognizable offence or that the raid 
which is conducted in pursuance 
of an order of the concerned Mag-
istrate, passed after due enquiry on 
having received credible informa-
tion.

The court noted that the same 
is that the lesser offence requires 
stronger scrutiny by the Magistrate, 
as far as the classification between 
cognizable and non-cognizable of-
fences as per Schedule 2 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure is consid-
ered.

Accordingly, the court concluded 
that grave error has been commit-
ted by the trial court in proceeding 
to frame charges which are based 
on final report since the investiga-
tion could have been done only af-
ter complying with the provisions 
of the law prescribed, as contem-
plated.

The court allowed the present 
petition.

IN COURT

Punjab & Haryana HC: S.13A Public 
Gambling Act Non-Cognizable Offence, Raid 
Conducted Without Magistrate’s Permission 
Sufficient Ground To Quash Case
TDG NETWORK 
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While ruling on a very sig-
nificant subject pertaining 
to the appointments, the 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh High Court has in 
a most learned, laudable, 
logical, landmark and latest 
judgment titled Murad Ali 
Sajan & Ors V/s UT of J&K & 
Ors in WP(C) No.2635/2022 
CM No.6660/2022 that was 
initially reserved on No-
vember 30 and then finally 
pronounced on December 6, 
2022 reiterated clearly that 
an ad hoc employee cannot 
be replaced by another ad 
hoc employee; such position 
can be filled only by a can-
didate who is regularly ap-
pointed by following a regu-
lar procedure prescribed. 
It must be mentioned here 
that the Single Judge Bench 
of Hon’ble Mr Sanjay Dhar 
who delivered this most 
commendable judgment 
held so while hearing a plea 
in terms of which the peti-
tioner had challenged an ad-
vertisement notice whereby 
respondents had invited 
applications for temporary 
engagement of Staff Nurses 
on academic arrangement 

basis initially for a period 
of six months. We thus see 
that the Bench had allowed 
the petition and quashed the 
advertisement notice.

At the very outset, this ex-
tremely commendable, co-
gent, composed and credit-
worthy judgment authored 
by the Single Judge Bench 
of Hon’ble Mr Sanjay Dhar 
sets the ball in motion by 
first and foremost putting 
forth most precisely and 
concisely in para 1 that, “The 
petitioners have challenged 
Advertisement Notice No.3 
of 2022 dated 17.11.2022, 
whereby, respondent No.2 
has invited applications for 
temporary engagement of 
Staff Nurses on academic 
arrangement basis initially 
for a period of six months. A 
further direction has been 
sought by the petitioners 
upon the respondents to 
allow them to continue on 
the posts of Staff Nurses 
till such time these posts 
are filled up on substantive 
basis.”

To put things in perspec-
tive, the Bench then envis-
ages in para 2 that, “As per 
the case of the petitioners 
they responded to the Ad-

vertisement Notice No.5 of 
2020 dated 07.10.2020 is-
sued by respondent No.2, 
whereby applications were 
invited for engagement 
on academic arrangement 
basis for the posts of Staff 
Nurses for a period of six 
months or till such time the 
posts are filled up on sub-
stantive basis. The petition-
ers participated in the selec-
tion process and they were 
engaged as Staff Nurses in 
terms of Government Order 
No.16-SKIMS of 2021 dated 
April 28, 2021. According 
to the petitioners, after the 
expiry of initial period of 
their engagement, exten-
sion was given by respon-
dent No.2 for continuation 
of their services from time 
to time. Last of such exten-
sions was granted in favour 
of the petitioner in terms of 
Communication No.GAD-
MTGOSKIM/15/2021-
Part(1) dated 22.11.2022 till 
ending of November, 2022. 
In the meanwhile, respon-
dent No.2 issued the im-
pugned Advertisement No-
tice, inviting applications for 
filling up of the vacant posts 
of Staff Nurses on academic 
arrangement basis.”

As it turned out, we see 
that the Bench then dis-
closes in para 3 that, “The 
petitioners have challenged 
the impugned Advertise-
ment Notice primarily on 
the ground that it was im-
permissible in law for the 
respondents to replace the 
temporary arrangement of 
engagement of petitioners 
with a similar arrangement. 
According to the petitioners 
even though their appoint-
ment is purely of temporary 
and contractual in nature, 
yet the respondents cannot 
replace them by a similar ar-
rangement.”

Needless to say, the Bench 
then states in para 6 that, 

“Heard learned counsel for 
the parties and perused the 
record.”

As we see, the Bench then 
observes in para 7 that, 

“There is no dispute to the 
fact that the engagement of 
the petitioners on the posts 
of Jr. Staff Nurses was purely 
contractual in nature initial-
ly for a period of six months, 
which was extended by the 
respondents from time to 
time up to ending Novem-
ber, 2022. It has been fairly 
conceded by learned coun-

sel for the petitioners that 
the petitioners have no right 
to ask for extension of their 
contract of engagement once 
the same has come to an end. 
The only contention of the 
learned counsel for the peti-
tioners is that it was not open 
to the respondents to replace 
the contractual and tempo-
rary arrangement with an-
other similar arrangement. 
The learned counsel has 
submitted that the petition-
ers cannot have any grouse 
against the action of respon-
dents regarding their disen-
gagement if the respondents 
take steps to fill up the va-
cant posts of Jr. Staff Nurses 
on substantive basis, but 
they cannot make an ad hoc 
arrangement to replace the 
petitioners. In this regard 
learned counsel for the pe-
titioners has relied upon the 
judgment of the Supreme 
Court in the case of Manish 
Gupta & Anr v. President Jan 
Bhagidari Samiti & Ors 2022 
SCC Online 485.”   

 Quite pertinently, the 
Bench notes in para 9 that, 

“So far as the contention of 
the learned counsel for the 
respondents that the peti-
tioners were assigned the 

duties of Sr. Staff Nurses 
and, as such, once the hur-
dles for promotion of the 
posts of Sr.Staff Nurses had 
been removed the respon-
dents are well within their 
jurisdiction to issue the im-
pugned notification is con-
cerned, the same is without 
any merit. This is so for the 
reason that the petitioners 
were admittedly engaged 
pursuant to Advertisement 
Notice No.5 of 2020 dated 
07.10.2020, which relates to 
the engagement on the va-
cant posts of Jr. Staff Nurses 
i.e Staff Nurses Grade II. The 
engagement order of the pe-
titioners dated 28.04.2021 
also indicates that they were 
engaged on the posts of Staff 
Nurses Grade II i.e Jr. Staff 
Nurses. It is immaterial as to 
what duties were assigned 
to the petitioners, once it is 
shown from the record that 
they were engaged on the 
posts of Staff Nurses Grade II 
(Jr. Staff Nurses). Therefore, 
the contention of learned 
counsel for the respondents 
in this regard is without any 
merit.”

While citing the relevant 
case law, the Bench mentions 
in para 11 that, “In Ratan Lal 

and Ors v. State of Haryana 
1985 SCC (4) 43 the Supreme 
Court, while dealing with 
the cases where the State 
Government had resorted 
to practice of appointing of 
teachers on ad hoc basis at 
the commencement of an 
academic year and termi-
nate their services before 
the commencement of the 
next summer vacation and 
to re-appoint them on ad 
hoc basis at the commence-
ment of next academic year, 
has deprecated this policy of 
State Government to appoint 
teachers on ad hoc basis and 
terminate their services and 
then appoint them again on 
ad hoc basis.”

While mentioning yet an-
other case law, the Bench 
then states in para 12 that, 

“Similarly, in the case of Har-
gurpratap Singh vs. State of 
Punjab & Ors 2007(13)SCC 
292 , the Supreme Court 
while dealing with the cases 
where appointment of the 
employees was made on ad 
hoc basis in several colleges, 
observed as under:-             
“3.We have carefully looked 
into the judgment of the 
High Court and other plead-
ings that have been put 

forth before this Court. It 
is clear that though the ap-
pellants may not be entitled 
to regular appointment as 
such it cannot be said that 
they will not be entitled to 
the minimum of the pay 
scale nor that they should 
not be continued till regular 
incumbents are appointed. 
The course adopted by the 
High Court is to displace 
one ad hoc arrangement 
by another ad hoc arrange-
ment which is not at all ap-
propriate for these persons 
who have gained experience 
which will be more benefi-
cial and useful to the colleges 
concerned rather than to 
appoint persons afresh on 
ad hoc basis. Therefore, we 
set aside the orders made by 
the High Court to the extent 
the same deny the claim of 
the appellants of minimum 
pay scale and continuation 
in service till regular incum-
bents are appointed. We 
direct that they shall be con-
tinued in service till regular 
appointments are made on 
minimum of the pay scale. 
The appeals shall stand al-
lowed in part accordingly.”

Full report can be read on 
the website.

LOGICAL JUDGMENT 

Adhoc Employee Can’t Replace Another Adhoc Employee, Only 
Substantive Appointment Can Make Such Replacement: JKL HC
SANJEEV SIROHI

  It is most shocking that the 
most senseless decision to 
create just one High Court 
Bench for the whole of Ut-
tar Pradesh and that too 
just 200 km away from Al-
lahabad High Court itself 
at the city famously called 

“Nawab City” and com-
monly called Lucknow and 
that too way back in 1948 
on July 1, 1948. It is because 
of this stupidity of the high-
est order that the people of 
hilly areas of undivided UP 
after tolerating for 53 years 
ultimately rebelled and then 
Centre happily gave High 
Court itself at Nainital and 
when Justice Jaswant Singh 
Commission headed by for-
mer Supreme Court Judge 
recommended 3 High Court 
Benches – one for West UP 
and two for hilly areas at 
Dehradun and Nainital in 
mid 1970s, not one was al-
lowed to be created due to 
which people had to travel 
thousands of kilometers all 
the way to Allahabad which 
is 200 km further away 
from Lucknow where Bench 
is located to seek justice and 
Supreme Court with folded 
hands just kept watching 
everything like a hopeless, 
helpless and hapless spec-
tator!

There is something quite 
feudalistic, hierarchical 
and divisive about Centre’s 
obsession with believing 
senselessly that only Eastern 
UP alone is best suited for 
both High Court and so also 
a single High Court Bench 
and no other place in entire 
UP is suitable enough to be 
given even a High Court 
Bench whether it is Western 
UP or Bundelkhand or Pur-
vanchal or any other region 
except Eastern UP! Is this is 
what equality as envisaged 
in Article 14 of Constitution 
all about? This is exactly 
what I hate the most!

Our Union Law Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju is hundred 
percent right when he says 
that, “In the last eight and a 
half years of the Narendra 
Modi government, nothing 
has been done to undermine 
the authority of the judiciary 
and judges. But the judiciary 
should not get into the role 

of the executive. Who should 
run the country? Should the 
judiciary run the country 
or the elected government?” 
Absolutely right.

This alone explains why 
former CJI Ranjan Gogoi 
while listening to a PIL 
filed by a woman lawyer 
KR Chitra in 2018 on the 
dire necessity of setting up 
a High Court Bench in West 
UP while conceding that the 
point she raised of litigants 
suffering inexorably due 
to travelling whole night 
and half a day not even till 
Lucknow where Bench is 
located but more than 200 
km away from even Luc-
know right uptill Allahabad 
to seek justice made it abso-
lutely clear that it was for 
Centre to decide on setting 
up of a High Court Bench 
in West UP while dismiss-
ing the PIL.

Why is it that Eastern UP 
where already Allahabad 
High Court was located 
even before independence 
and still Centre took less 
than a year in deciding that 
the Bench should be set up at 
Lucknow also in Eastern UP 
on July 1, 1948? Why no such 
promptness shown even af-
ter 75 years of independence 
in case of Western UP? Why 
even judiciary kept mum at 
this gross injustice?

No doubt, Kiren Rijiju is 
spot on when he expresses 
his utmost displeasure at 
the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to keep the sedition 
law in abeyance, saying 
that despite the Centre’s 
submission of intending to 
bring changes passed the ju-
dicial order. Kiren Rijiju cer-
tainly cannot be faulted for 
very uprightly pointing out 
that, “We told the Supreme 
Court that the government 
is thinking about changing 
the provision of the sedition 
law. Despite that, the court 
struck down the provisions 
of the sedition law. I was 
very upset about it. That is 
when I said everyone has a 
Lakshaman Rekha (or limit) 
that they should not cross.” 
Absolutely right!

As for instance, the job of 
setting up of High Court 
Bench is not the job of the 
judiciary as was conceded 
even by ex CJI Ranjan Gogoi! 

It is the job of the Centre as 
pointed out by Gogoi which 
it brilliantly performed also 
in Lucknow in Eastern UP 
where it took just 11 months 
to create a Bench there in 
1948 even though there 
was no need of it. But after 
that not a single Bench cre-
ated anywhere in any needy 
region like West UP where 
lawyers have been agitating 
since many decades but to 
no avail!

 Needless to say, the Apex 
Court has fully respected 
the “Lakshman Rekha” on 
this since last 75 years even 
though Centre has kept this 
issue pending on the back-
burner! It must be asked: 
Why Apex Court didn’t 
demonstrate the same re-
spect in case of sedition 
also as it has done in case of 
High Court Benches know-
ing fully well that the Justice 
Jaswant Singh Commission 
recommended 3 Benches yet 
not one was created in UP 
even though Bench were 
created in other States 
like Maharashtra which 
already had multiple High 
Court Benches? No one in 
his/her right senses would 
ever applaud creation of 
just one High Court Bench 
for such a large State like UP 
with maximum population, 
maximum pending cases 
and what not and still it has 
just one Bench and that too 
so close to Allahabad and 
nowhere else!

This is the absurd limit of 
stupidity of the highest order 
which cannot be allowed to 
be condoned by anyone 

under any circumstances! 
I have always said this 
earlier and I am again still 
saying this without mak-
ing any bones: Centre’s role 
in denying West UP even 
a single Bench is most de-
spicable and questionable! 
Judiciary too especially the 
Apex Court has definitely 
not covered itself with glory 
by doing nothing on it since 
last 75 years!        

I concede that the Apex 
Court has a valid point when 
it says that, “Court cannot 
fold its hands and sit on 
demonetization.” This begs 
the all-important and inevi-
table question: Can Court 
afford to fold its hands and 
sit quietly for more than 75 
long years as we have been 
seeing also on Centre’s most 
irrational and absurd deci-
sion to not create a single 
High Court Bench not just 
in West UP as recommend-
ed by Justice Jaswant Singh 
Commission but also in 
any other needy region like 
Bundelkhand or Purvanchal 
knowing fully well that even 
Yogi Adityanath who is UP 
CM had demanded Bench 
for Gorakhpur right inside 
Parliament in 1999 and in 
2015 had even tabled a pri-
vate members Bill on cre-
ation of Bench yet no Bench 
created? Questions abound 
in the social and mainstream 
media about Centre’s motive 
on this key issue and Apex 
Court’s deafening silence 
on it!

Hon’ble Justice BV Naga-
rathna of Apex Court is right 
when she says regarding de-

monetization that, “We are 
not going into the legality of 
the decision but the process 
of decision making.” But the 
moot question that arises 
here is: Why Supreme Court 
can’t similarly examine the 
process of decision making 
pertaining to just one High 
Court Bench in whole of 
UP and that too so close to 
Allahabad in Eastern UP 
alone to seek justice leav-
ing the more than 10 crore 
people of West UP entirely 
in the lurch? Why Supreme 
Court never examines this 
even though lawyers of West 
UP have gone on strike for 6 
months in 2001, one month 
hunger strike in 1978, one 
to two months in 2009, 
2010 and 4 to 5 months in 
2014-15 and every Saturday 
strike since May 1981 till 
December 2022 and many 
times even on Wednesdays 
which was discontinued 
so that litigants don’t suf-
fer immensely? Why can’t 
Centre be more responsive 
towards the legitimate de-
mand of lawyers of West 
UP for a High Court Bench? 
Even Madhya Pradesh has 
two High Court Benches at 
Gwalior and Indore? Maha-
rashtra has three High Court 
Benches at Nagpur, Aurang-
abad and Panaji and a fourth 
one was approved by former 
CM Uddhav Thackeray for 
just 6 districts at Kolhapur!

It cannot be denied that 
RBI is hundred percent right 
when it argues that note ban 
is an economic issue, hence, 
court should not intervene. 
Setting up of more High 

Court Bench in UP and West 
UP in particular and so also 
lawless Bihar is a judicial is-
sue, hence, court has every 
right and every bounden 
duty also to intervene! Why 
Supreme Court never spoke 
up when the most irrational 
decision to create just a sin-
gle High Court Bench was 
taken for Lucknow for un-
divided UP which is just 200 
km away from Allahabad 
due to which people of hilly 
areas had to horrendously 
travel more than thousands 
of kilometers all the way not 
even till Lucknow which is 
200 km earlier but most stu-
pidly right up till Allahabad 
to seek justice thus making 
an open and complete mock-
ery of the clichés like “justice 
at doorsteps” and “speedy 
justice” with Apex Court 
watching everything like a 
mute spectator who has no 
power to do anything but 
to watch helplessly? His-
tory will never judge Apex 
Court kindly for its Himala-
yan blunder of playing the 
role of mute spectator that 
it has played in this sordid 
episode which is still con-
tinuing even though Uttara-
khand has been formed into 
a separate State giving them 
High Court itself and much 
needed respite after 53 years 
of independence but people 
of West UP who have to trav-
el more than 750 km on an 
average are yet to get any re-
spite eve after more than 75 
years of independence!

Before parting, one feels 
constrained to ask: Why 
Apex Court never cared 

for all this will undoubt-
edly blemish its untarnished 
reputation of being always 
impartial in dispensing jus-
tice? It still has opportunity 
to wash off the stain. Let’s 
fervently hope that it will do 
something concrete in this 
regard!

I really from the bottom of 
my heart have just no words 
of admiration for the most 
laudable initiative of the 
UP government to build a 
memorial of Dr BR Ambed-
kar who is the key architect 
of the Constitution. We all 
know that Dr BR Ambed-
kar always stood for justice 
and what better way can be 
of honouring him than creat-
ing more High Court Bench-
es at most needy places like 
that in West UP, Purvanchal 
and Bundelkhand and UP 
CM Yogi Adityanath has al-
ways been in the forefront 
of demanding High Court 
Bench for Gorakhpur right 
inside Parliament as men-
tioned earlier from which 
he has never backtracked 
for which one has to give 
due credit to him! It is high 
time to iron out the wrinkles 
that have entrenched them-
selves in our judicial system 
to purge and reinvigorate it 
for the best advantage of the 
people especially the poor, 
deprived and the marginal-
ized for whom it is actually 
meant to be also by setting 
up more High Court Bench-
es as recommended by the 
230th report of the Law 
Commission of India!

Why can’t Centre order 
the creation of a High Court 
Bench in West UP as is being 
demanded also most relent-
lessly by lawyers and people 
alike? It can and it must as 
for the more than 10 crore 
people of West UP, there 
is still a glimmer of hope 
as PM Narendra Modi is 
in power till 2024 and he 
is known for being most 
concerned for poor and 
what better step can there 
be to rise to the high expec-
tations of the people than 
this! Speaking for myself, I 
completely debunk the long 
held belief that UP can un-
der no circumstances have 
more Bench than one and 
that too only in East UP!   

What plays upon my mind 

always is: Why it is only 
Eastern UP that has both 
High Court and a single 
Bench and why no PM has 
dared to ever address this 
worst mockery and worst 
trampling of justice in the 
most populated state of In-
dia with maximum pending 
cases and here too West UP 
owes for more than half of 
the pending cases as was 
conceded even by Justice 
Jaswant Singh Commission? 
This perilous stalemate over 
a High Court Bench in West 
UP since last 75 years must 
definitely end now by Cen-
tre definitely granting it im-
mediately to meet the needs, 
hopes and aspirations of 
the litigants of West UP! 
Even Rajnath Singh who 
is Union Defence Minister 
and former UP CM and 
so also Union Minister for 
State Gen VK Singh among 
many others in ruling dis-
pensation have in principle 
always fully supported the 
demand for a High Court 
Bench in West UP!

 The billion dollar question 
is: How can all this be just 
glossed over? Not deciding 
on Bench issue in West UP 
since last 75 years inspite 
of such a long agitation by 
the lawyers who long back 
formed Central Action Com-
mittee also in this regard to 
struggle relentlessly only 
reflects on abdication of 
responsibility of those in 
power towards the poor, 
deprived and marginalized! 
Most telling!

Yet let us still fervently 
hope that either Centre or 
the Apex Court will rise 
to the occasion and fulfill 
the legitimate expectations 
of the more than 10 crore 
people of West UP of 30 
districts to have its own 
High Court Bench! When 
PM Narendra Modi can 
straightaway give statehood 
to Telangana which means 
High Court itself for just 
3.5 crore people way back 
on June 2, 2014 then why 
can’t he even ten years later 
not approve even a Bench 
for the more than ten crore 
people of West UP? This is 
what he must definitely seri-
ously introspect and decide 
at the earliest for which he is 
always known best!

SEEKING NEW BENCHES

CENTRE OR APEX COURT MUST ORDER BENCH IN WEST UP
TDG NETWORK 
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Pakistani 
soldier killed 
in gun attack
KHYBER PAKHTUNKH-
WA: A Pakistani soldier 
and his son were killed 
in the Bannu district of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 
a gun attack, Dawn re-
ported citing the police on 
Wednesday. The incident 
took place in the Janikhel 
town of Bannu district. 
The victim has been iden-
tified as Rehman Zaman, 
45 who was shot by the 
assailants along with his 
son who was 18 years old. 
According to the police 
officials, the attackers re-
portedly took the soldier’s 
head away with them. 
The police shifted the 
bodies to the district 
headquarters hospital in 
Bannu city for medico-
legal formalities. A case 
has been registered 
against unknown as-
sailants at the Janikhel 
police station and the 
investigation is underway, 
as per Dawn.

Peru’s VP dina 
Boluarte 
sworn in as 
President
LIMA: Peru’s Vice 
President Dina Boluarte 
has been sworn in as 
the new President after 
former President Pedro 
Castillo was impeached 
on Wednesday, CNN 
reported. On Wednesday, 
Peru’s Congress voted to 
remove President Pedro 
Castillo from office. 
In her first speech 
to lawmakers, Dina 
Boluarte criticised 
former Peru President 
Pedro Castillo for the 
decision to dissolve 
the legislature on 
Wednesday. Boluarte 
urged lawmakers for a 
political truce to form a 

“unity government” and 
stressed that she will 
call for a wider dialogue 
to govern. “We had an 
attempted coup d’etat 
that did not echo in our 
democratic institutions 
and on the streets,” CNN 
quoted Dina Boluarte 
as saying. The decision 
of the Congress came 
shortly after Pedro 
Castillo announced that 
he would dissolve the 
legislature and install an 
emergency government. 

case against Pti 
leader gill oVer 
‘Foul’ remarks
ISLAMABAD: Police on 
Tuesday registered a 
case against Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf leader 
Shahbaz Gill for using 

“inappropriate language” 
against the country’s for-
mer army chief General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa and 
a sitting military officer, 
Dawn reported. A police 
officer, who wanted to 
remain anonymous, said 
that an FIR has been 
filed against Shahbaz 
Gill under sections 500, 
505, 131 and 153-A of the 
Pakistan Penal Code and 
PECA’s relevant sec-
tions, as per the news 
report. The FIR has been 
registered against the 
PTI leader after a citizen 
filed a complaint. Notably, 
former Pakistan’s army 
chief General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa retired on 
28 November. General 
Asim Munir took charge 
as Pakistan’s army chief, 
replacing Qamar Javed 
Bajwa. Complainant Mo-
hammed Saeed revealed 
that he was a hairdresser 
and a law-abiding citizen.

The European Commission 
on Wednesday proposed the 
ninth package of sanctions 
against Russia over its inva-
sion of Ukraine. In a press 
statement, European Com-
mission President Ursula 
von der Leyen announced 
that they are “stepping up 
the pressure” on Russia 
with the ninth package of 
sanctions.

“Russia continues to bring 
death and devastation to 
Ukraine. It is deliberately 
targeting civilians and civil-
ian infrastructure, seeking 
to paralyse the country at 
the beginning of the winter. 
We stand by Ukraine and we 
are making Russia pay for 
its cruelty,” Ursula von der 
Leyen said in a press state-
ment. Ursula von der Leyen 
said that European Com-
mission has proposed to im-
pose sanctions against 200 
additional individuals and 
entities, including the Rus-
sian armed forces, defence 
industrial companies, mem-
bers of Russia’s State Duma, 
Federal Council, ministers 
and governors. She noted 
that the list includes “key 
figures” involved in Russia’s 
“brutal and deliberate mis-

sile strikes against civilians, 
in the kidnapping of Ukrai-
nian children to Russia and 
in the theft of Ukrainian ag-
ricultural products.”

EU Commission President 
stated that they are in fa-
vour of imposing sanctions 
against three additional Rus-
sian banks, including a full 
transaction ban on the Rus-
sian Regional Development 
Bank. She said that Euro-
pean Commission proposes 
to introduce import restric-
tions on goods, including 
key chemicals, nerve agents, 
electronics and IT compo-
nents that she stressed could 
be used by the “Russian war 
machine.”

Furthermore, von der 
Leyen said that European 
Commission proposes to cut 
Russia’s access to all sorts of 

drones and unmanned aerial 
vehicles. In addition, Euro-
pean Commission calls for 
barring the direct exports of 
drone engines to Russia and 
any third countries, which 
could provide drones to 
Russia.

Von der Leyen stated that 
European Commission also 
favours targeting Russian 
propaganda machines by 
taking four additional chan-
nels off the air and all other 
distribution platforms. She 
stressed that European 
Commission proposes fur-
ther economic measures 
against the Russian energy 
and mining sector. Notably, 
the European Commission 
has introduced eight pack-
ages of sanctions against 
Russia since Moscow began 
its offensive in Kyiv. 

9tH sanctions Package

European Commission proposes 
additional sanctions against Russia
tdg network
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unending atrocities

‘deePly disturBing’: un on First PuBlic 
execution since taliBan takeoVer

Ex-Theranos executive 
Balwani sentenced to  
nearly 13 years in jail

Pakistan’s total external 
deBt stocks By 2021 stood at  
$130.43 Billion: world Bank

cHinese Hackers stole millions wortH 
oF coVid relieF money in us: rePort
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What is believed to be the 
first public execution in Af-
ghanistan since the Taliban 
seized power last year, drew 
criticism from the UN hu-
man rights office, OHCHR 
on Wednesday.

Taliban carried out the first 
public execution of a man 
charged with murder since 
the militant group took over 
the country last year, Voice 
of America (VOA) reported. 
Taliban spokesperson Zabi-
hullah Mujahid said the pub-
lic execution took place in a 
sports stadium in western 
Farah province. Hundreds of 
people witnessed the execu-
tion, including the group’s top 
officials. The Taliban spokes-
person said that the executed 
person was tried in the Tali-
ban courts and subsequent 
appellate tribunals.

OHCHR spokesperson Jer-
emy Laurence described it as 
a “deeply disturbing” devel-
opment. Moreover, he added, 
it was performed in the pres-
ence of local residents and 
some senior members of the 
de facto authorities.

Reminding that public ex-
ecutions constitute a form of 
“cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment”, he 
stressed that they are “arbi-
trary in nature and contrary 
to the right to life protected 

under the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political 
Rights, to which Afghanistan 
is a State party”. According to 
news reports, the man put to 
death was accused of murder 
in western Farah province, 
after being accused of fatally 
stabbing another man, 5 years 
ago. A Taliban Spokesperson 
reportedly said the execution 
was carried out by the father 
of the victim. In recent weeks, 
the country’s supreme court 
has announced a return to 
public lashings of men and 
women, for offences such as 
robbery and adultery. The 

death penalty is incompat-
ible with fundamental tenets 
of human rights, and its use 
cannot be reconciled with 
full respect for the right to 
life, said OHCHR’s Jeremy 
Laurence.

The UN Assistance Mission 
in Afghanistan (UNAMA) 
echoed that message on so-
cial media. “The UN strongly 
opposes the death penalty in 
all circumstances”, it tweeted, 
urging the Taliban to estab-
lish and immediate morato-
rium on executions, “with a 
view to abolishing the death 
penalty”.

Ramesh “Sunny” Balwani, 
a former executive of US 
health technology com-
pany Theranos, has been 
sentenced to 12 years and 11 
months in federal prison for 
fraud, announced United 
States Attorney Stephanie 
Hinds on Wednesday.

In a statement, the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office said Bal-
wani risked patient health 
by misrepresenting the ac-
curacy of Theranos blood 
analysis technology and that 
defrauded Theranos inves-
tors of millions of dollars. 
“Patient health is the high-
est priority of our health-
care system, and Silicon 
Valley has long been home 
to healthcare start-ups that 
enhance the care of patients 
through technological de-
velopments,” said U.S. At-
torney Stephanie Hinds.

“Ramesh Balwani, in a 
desire to become a Silicon 
Valley titan, valued busi-
ness success and personal 
wealth far more than pa-
tient safety. He chose deceit 
over candor with patients in 
need of medical care, and he 
treated his investors no bet-
ter,” Hinds added.

FBI Special Agent in 
Charge Robert Tripp said 
Balwani not only deliber-
ately concealed defects in 
Theranos’ blood-testing 
technology to mislead in-
vestors, he knowingly put 
patients’ health at risk.

“Today’s sentence reflects 
years of dedication by the 
FBI and our partners to in-
vestigate fraud within Ther-
anos and bring the compa-
ny’s leadership to justice,” 
Tripp added.

Balwani, 57, of Fremont, 
Calif., was employed from 
September 2009 through 
July 2016 at Theranos, Inc. 
Over time he held the po-
sitions of board member, 
chief operating officer and 
president. Theranos, now 
defunct, was a blood testing 
company based in Palo Alto 
and Newark, Calif., that was 
founded in 2003 by Bal-
wani’s former romantic 
partner Elizabeth Holmes, 
38, of Woodside, Calif.

Trial evidence showed that 
Balwani and Holmes, who 
was chairperson and CEO, 
claimed Theranos devel-
oped a revolutionary blood 
analyzer, variously referred 
to as the Theranos Sample 
Processing Unit (TSPU), the 
Edison, and the minilab.

coVid outBreak Hit

Foxconn rePorts droP in sales aFter 
cHina iPHone Plant disruPtion
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Taiwanese multinational 
Foxconn, which trades as 
Hon Hai Technology Group 
in China, has reported an 11 
per cent downfall in sales for 
November from the prior 
year after shipments were 
affected by a Covid-19 out-
break in the Chinese city of 
Zhengzhou.

“The Company reported 
unaudited consolidated 
revenue of NT$ 551.1 billion 
for November 2022, down 
29.04 per cent MoM (Month 
on Month) and 11.36 per 
cent YoY (Year on Year),” 
the company said in a state-
ment. “Due to production 
gradually entering off-peak 
seasonality and a portion of 
shipments being impacted 
by the epidemic in Zheng-

zhou, revenue in November 
declined MoM. However, the 
MoM decline was roughly in 
line with the company’s ex-
pectations,” the statement 
added.

Zhengzhou is the same 
Chinese city, where the com-
pany operates the world’s 
largest iPhone assembly 
complex and where the bulk 
of the world’s iPhone Pro 
handsets are assembled, The 

Strait Times reported. The 
company said November 
was the most affected period 
by the pandemic and that it 
expects the fourth quarter 
to be “roughly in line with 
market consensus”.

“At present, the overall 
epidemic situation has been 
brought under control with 
November being the most 
affected period by the epi-
demic,” the statement read.

Since the outbreak of the 
epidemic in October, the 
company has been in close 
contact and cooperation 
with the local government. 
“In compliance with the of-
ficial epidemic prevention 
policy, safeguarding em-
ployees’ health and ensuring 
safe production has always 
been the primary operating 
principle that the company 
adheres to,” the statement 
added.On Wednesday, Chi-
na announced nationwide 
loosening of coronavirus 
restrictions, allowing home 
quarantine for covid close 
contacts and scrapping co-
vid test rules in most public 
venues, state media said.

This announcement has 
brought relief to millions of 
people under various restric-
tions since the start of the 
pandemic.

the company reported an 11 % downfall in sales for november 
from the previous year.

ramesh ‘Sunny’ Balwani
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european Commission President Ursula von der Leyen 
announced that they are ‘stepping up the pressure’ on russia.

Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Chief 
I m r a n  K h a n  o n 

Wednesday launched an 
11-day campaign, demand-
ing early polls and declared 
that there would never be a 
compromise with the pro-
test march and added that 
he would take the “next 
step” if the Shehbaz Sharif-
led ruling coalition delayed 
the conduct of “transparent 
elections.”

As per the Express Tri-
bune, the PTI leader spoke 
in Lahore to a group of 
young journalists, social 
media influencers, and 

YouTubers and discussed 
the political climate of the 
nation, constraints on free 
speech and the media, and 
breaches of human rights. 
“I am fighting for the na-
tion’s true freedom. People 
are fighting alongside me to 
overthrow the authoritarian 
system, Imran claimed.

If the current government 
delays holding free and 
transparent elections, we 
will take the next step, he 
added.

Separately, the PTI chair-
man made fun of the PML-
N-led government, claiming 
that “immunity” was being 
granted in corruption cases 
of Rs. 1,100 billion under 
“NRO-2.” He called this 

“daylight theft,” the Express 
Tribune reported.

Notably, Pakistan’s former 
Prime Minister and PTI 
Chief Imran Khan, during 
his meeting with lawmakers 
and office-bearers hailing 
from Lahore at his Zaman 
Park residence on Monday, 
decided to hold the cam-
paign, Geo News reported.

Under the first phase of the 
nationwide drive -- from De-
cember 7 to 17 -- mass rallies 
and public gatherings will 
be held in Lahore. The cam-
paign will kick start with a 
rally in Hammad Azhar’s 
constituency in the provin-
cial capital city on Decem-
ber 7.

Earlier, Khan expressed 

his willingness to halt the 
dissolution of assemblies 
of Punjab and Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa provinces if the 
election will take place by 
March.

Imran’s PTI is in power in 
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltis-
tan. However, the PTI has 
yet to announce a date for 
the dissolution of assemblies 
in Punjab and KP, according 
to Dawn.

Addressing the party’s 
power show in Rehman-
abad, Khan said, “We will 
not be part of this system. 
We have decided to quit all 
the assemblies and get out of 
this corrupt system.” 

Protest marcH

imran kHan launcHes 11-day 
camPaign For early Polls
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‘return to aBusiVe Practices  
oF tHe 1990s’: u.s. slams aFgHan  
PuBlic execution
WASHINGTON : The United States has slammed the Tali-
ban after reports emerged on public floggings and execu-
tion of the Afghan population by the radical Islamic group. 
Speaking during the US State Department press briefing 
on Wednesday, spokesperson Ned Price said, “This 
indicates to us that the Taliban seek to - seek a return to 
their regressive and abusive practices of the 1990s.” “We 
have seen the reports that the Taliban has ordered judges 
to impose their interpretation of Sharia law. That includes 
public executions; it includes amputations; it includes 
floggings. We have seen the reports of a public execution 
today,” the State Department spokesperson said during 
the press briefing. Taking note of “despicable videos cir-
culated online”, Price said, “It was an affront to the dignity 
and the human rights of all Afghans then; it would be an 
affront to the dignity and the human rights of all Afghans 
now.” “It is a clear failure by the Taliban to uphold their 
promises,” he added.

The World Bank has estimated Pakistan’s total external debt 
stocks stood at USD 130.433 billion by end-2021 in compari-
son to USD 115.695 by the end-2020, Business Recorder, re-
ported.

In its latest report “International Debt Report 2022, Updat-
ed International Debt Statistics,” the World Bank said that 
the total external debt stocks were at USD 130.433 billion by 
2021, which includes the use of IMF credit of USD 10.841 
billion against USD 8.902 billion in 2020. In addition, the 
long-term external debt of Pakistan stood at USD 110.610 
billion in 2021 in comparison to USD 99.563 billion in 2020. 
Meanwhile, short-term external debt reached 8.983 billion in 
2021 in comparison to USD 7.230 billion in 2020, as per the 
Business Recorder report.

As per the data, the external debt stocks to export was 360 
per cent in 2021 while it stood at 417 per cent in 2020. In 2021, 
external debt stocks to gross national income (GNI) was 38 
per cent in 2021 in comparison to 39 per cent in 2020. Accord-
ing to the data, debt service to exports was 34 per cent in 2021 
while it remained at 36 per cent in 2020.

In addition, short-term to external debt stocks was seven 
per cent in 2021 in comparison to six per cent in 2020. Mul-
tilateral to external debt stocks stood at 27 per cent in 2021 
compared to 29 per cent in 2020 while gross national income 
(GNI) was 341,730 in 2021 in comparison to 294,847 in 2020, 
as per the news report.

In the report, the World Bank stressed that the external 
debt service payments on the publicly guaranteed debt by 
the world’s poorest countries are expected to increase by 35 
per cent from 2021 to more than USD 62 billion in 2022, as per 
the Business Recorder news report. Payments due for 2023 
and 2024 will likely remain increased due to high-interest 
rates, maturing principal, and the compounding of interest 
on debt service suspension initiative deferrals.

The increased liquidity pressures in poor nations go hand in 
hand with solvency challenges which result in debt overhang. 
The World Bank noted that the debt overhang is unsustain-
able for dozens of nations. Meanwhile, Pakistan on December 
7 engaged three International Monetary Fund (IMF) share-
holders for support in seeking USD 7 billion economic bailout 
package. Pakistan’s Finance Minister Ishaq Dar and his team 
held meetings with Islamabad-based top diplomats of the US, 
China, and the UK, Dawn reported.

China-based hackers stole at least USD 20 
million in US Covid relief benefits, including 
unemployment insurance funds and Small 
Business Administration loans, NBC news 
reported citing the country’s Secret Service.

Hackers linked to the Chinese government 
are from a Chengdu-based group known 
as APT41. The report said other federal in-
vestigations of pandemic fraud also seem to 
point back to foreign state-affiliated hackers. 
“It would be crazy to think this group didn’t 
target all 50 states,” Roy Dotson, national 
pandemic fraud recovery coordinator for 
the Secret Service, told NBC.

The US Secret Service declined to confirm 

the scope of other investigations.
In recent months, the US has witnessed 

a rise in espionage cases emanating from 
China. Last month, in three separate cases, 
the US government charged 13 individuals, 
including members of China’s security and 
intelligence apparatus and their agents, for 
alleged efforts to unlawfully exert influence 
in the United States for the benefit of their 
government.

“As these cases demonstrate, the govern-
ment of China sought to interfere with the 
rights and freedoms of individuals in the 
United States and to undermine our judicial 
system that protects those rights. They did 
not succeed,” said U.S. Attorney General 
Merrick B. Garland, as quoted in the Justice 
Department press statement.
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‘US-PAKISTAN TENSIONS: 
WHAT NEXT FOR 
ERSTWHILE ALLIES?’

‘Japan won’t designate 
China as a threat in 
security strategy paper’

The relationship between 
the United States and Paki-
stan has long been turbu-
lent. London-based think 
tank The Democracy Fo-
rum assembled a panel of 
experts on 7 December and 
discussed the relations in 
the virtual seminar titled 
‘US-Pakistan tensions: 
What next for erstwhile 
allies?’ In his opening com-
ments, TDF President Lord 
Bruce highlighted the ‘flur-
ry of diplomatic activity’ 
that followed Imran Khan’s 
administration’s collapse in 
April and the assumption 
of Shehbaz Sharif ’s coali-
tion government. He cited 
the examples of the Biden 
administration’s hosting of 
several high-level missions, 
involving senior military 
personnel and the foreign 
minister, Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari, whose visit coin-
cided with the announce-
ment of a USD 450m grant 
to refurbish the Pakistan 
airforce’s F-16 fighter jets. 
In the wake of President 

Biden’s inadvertent com-
ment describing Pakistan 
as ‘maybe one of the most 
dangerous nations in the 
world’, possessed of ‘nu-
clear weapons without any 
cohesion’, an October visit 
to Washington by the out-
going head of the Pakistan 
army General Bajwa ap-
pears to have given Biden 
no reassurance about Paki-
stan’s stability, added Lord 
Bruce. The US-Pakistan 
relationship has always 
been based on military and 
counter-terrorism coopera-
tion, on strategic geopoliti-
cal influence in the region 
and, coming a very poor 
third, on development, 
trade and humanitarian 
investment. Yet, while the 
US has long been com-
mitted to stability and in-
vestment in Pakistan, it is 
veering towards collabora-
tion with other partners 
in the region—possibly in 
response to Pakistan’s ties 
with China, which has ag-
gressively invested in Paki-
stan through CPEC, and 
become Pakistan’s number 
one source of FDI. 

Japan is going to refrain 
from dubbing China a 
“threat” in its updated Na-
tional Security Strategy, 
which will be revised to-
gether with two other se-
curity-related documents 
next week, Japanese news 
agency Kyodo reported 
Thursday, citing govern-
ment sources.

Japan’s new security pa-
per might still use the word 
“threat” with regard to 
China’s launch of ballistic 
missiles in August, which 
fell into Japan’s exclusive 
economic zone, a designa-
tion proposed by Japanese 
lawmakers from the Liberal 
Democratic Party, the re-
port said. The Japanese gov-
ernment’s plans reflect its 
intention to preserve what 
ties it has remaining with 
China after the Asian na-
tions held their first summit 
in three years in November.

On August 4, Japan said 
five Chinese ballistic mis-
siles had fallen into its 
exclusive economic zone 
southwest of Hateruma 

Island in Okinawa dur-
ing Chinese drills related 
to Taiwan. The diplomatic 
relations between China 
and Japan are complicated 
by a territorial dispute 
over the Senkaku Islands, 
which went under the con-
trol of the United States af-
ter World War 2 and were 
passed on to Japan in 1972. 
China rejects Japan’s sov-
ereignty over the islands. 
Japan believes that China’s 
territorial claims over the 
islands followed the discov-
ery of valuable minerals in 
their shelf in the 1970s.

In 2018, relations between 
Tokyo and Beijing improved 
after the visit of then-Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe to China, during which 
he met with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and Premier 
Li Keqiang. The leaders 
reached an agreement to 
launch an incident preven-
tion mechanism in the East 
China Sea starting June 
2018, which involved the 
creation of an emergency 
communication line to avoid 
accidental armed clashes in 
the air and at sea. 

TURBULENT TIES

TERRITORIAL DISPUTE
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DEATH-BY-EXECUTION

IRAN SEES ‘FIRST’ EXECUTION OVER 
AMINI’S DEATH-LINKED PROTESTS
As mass demonstra-

tions continued in 
Iran over the death 

of Mahsa Amini, the coun-
try executed a man for in-
juring a paramilitary officer 
on Thursday, CNN report-
ed citing the state media.

According to Iranian me-
dia, this is the first execu-
tion related to the protests 
that have been made pub-
lic. The person, identified 
as Mohsen Shekari, was 
found guilty of using a 
machete to hurt a security 
official while blocking a 
street in the Iranian capital 
of Tehran.

The security officer was a 
member of the Basij para-

military force—a wing of 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard 
—injured by Shekari with a 
knife at a protest in Tehran 
on September 23.

Shekari was sentenced to 
death on October 23, CNN 
reported citing Mizan On-
line, a news agency affili-
ated with Iran’s judiciary.

Several Iranians have re-
ceived death-by-execution 
sentences during the na-
tionwide demonstrations 
that were spurred by the 
killing of Mahsa Amini, 
22, who was killed after be-
ing detained by the state’s 
morality police for report-
edly not properly donning 

her headscarf. According 
to Amnesty International, 
as of November, Iranian 
authorities are seeking the 
death penalty for at least 21 
people in connection with 
the protests.

Last year, in Iran, at least 
333 people were executed, 
according to the Iran Hu-
man Rights. The report fur-
ther revealed that 55 execu-
tions, which contribute 16.5 
per cent, were announced 
by official sources.

As many as 83.5 per cent 
of all executions included in 
the 2021 report (278 execu-
tions in total) were not an-
nounced by the authorities. 
At least 183 executions (55 
per cent of all executions) 
were for murder charges, 

according to the report. 
Iran has suspended its 
so-called morality police, 
which penalised women 
for not adhering to a strin-
gent dress code, the Ira-
nian prosecutor general 
said after the anti-hijab 
protest continued into the 
third month, triggered by 
the death of 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini after she was 
detained by the police force.

Earlier on Thursday, India 
abstained from voting on a 
United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) 
resolution to set up a fact-
finding mission to inves-
tigate the alleged Human 
Rights violation committed 
on protesters in Iran that 
started on September 16.
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Protests were spurred by the killing of Mahsa Amini, 22, who 
was killed after being detained by the state’s morality police.

The EU has said that it had 
requested the establish-
ment of panels at the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) 
for two of its ongoing trade 
disputes with China.

“One concerns the legal-
ity of the trade restrictions 
that China has had in place 
against Lithuanian exports 
and EU exports containing 
Lithuanian content since 
December 2021. The other 
concerns the legality of Chi-
na restricting EU holders 
of high-tech patents from 
accessing EU courts to ef-
fectively protect and enforce 
their rights,” the European 
Commission said in a state-
ment on Wednesday. In both 
cases, the EU said the Chi-
nese measures are highly 
damaging to European 

businesses. Furthermore, 
China’s discriminatory 
measures against Lithuania 
affect intra-EU trade and 
intra-EU supply chains and 
they impact the functioning 
of the EU internal market.

The Commission said the 
removal of these measures 
is in both the economic and 
strategic interest of the EU.

Since December 2021, Chi-
na has applied discrimina-
tory and coercive measures 
against exports from Lithu-
ania and against exports of 
EU products containing 
Lithuanian content. These 
have included rejections of 
Lithuanian imports by Chi-
nese customs authorities, 
import restrictions affecting 
multinational companies 
that use inputs from Lithu-
ania and a cut in Chinese 
exports to Lithuania.

The 27-member bloc said 
that China also suddenly 
formalised complete im-
port bans on alcohol, beef, 
dairy, logs, and peat shipped 
from Lithuania as part of the 
same group of measures, 
using phytosanitary argu-
ments for doing so. When 
asked for further explana-
tions, China failed to prove 
that these bans were justi-
fied.

“Chinese customs sta-
tistics show that trade 
from Lithuania to China 
dropped 80 per cent from 
January to October 2022 as 
compared with the previous 
year. By requesting a WTO 
panel, the EU is protecting 
its Member States against 
China’s discriminatory mea-
sures, which the EU consid-
ers to be in breach of WTO 
rules,” the commission said.

TRADE DISPUTES

EU requests WTO panels 
against China over patents
TDG NETWORK
BRUSSELS

TDG NETWORK
LONDON



news plus the daily guardian review
friday |  09 december 2022
new delhi12

Devotees 
participate in 
the ‘Chunari 

Manorath’ 
procession 

where hundreds 
of sarees 

are stitched 
together and 

carried till 
the end of the 
river Yamuna, 
in Mathura on 

Thursday. 

CHUNARI MANORATH

#GUJARATELECTIONS

‘PEOPLE BLESSED POLITICS OF 
DEVELOPMENT’: NETIZENS ON  
BJP’S GUJARAT WIN 
As the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) registered a historic 
win in Gujarat assembly polls, netizens took to Twitter to 
share their reactions on Twitter. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted, “Thank you 
Gujarat. I am overcome with a lot of emotions seeing the 
phenomenal election results. People blessed politics of 
development and at the same time expressed a desire 
that they want this momentum to continue at a greater 
pace. I bow to Gujarat’s Jan Shakti.”

Union Home Minister Amit Shah wrote, “Gujarat has 
always done the work of creating history. In the last two 
decades, under the leadership of Modi ji, the BJP broke 
all the records of development in Gujarat and today the 
people of Gujarat have blessed the BJP and broken all 
the records of victory. This is a victory of the unwavering 
faith of the public in the development model of Naren-
dra Modi.”

K Annamalai wrote, “Fake election surveys and fake 
promises of the opposition have fallen flat in front of an 
incumbent government in power for the last 27 years. 
This victory is a reward given by the people of Gujarat to 
our Hon PM Narendra Modi’s model of development.”

“I think for 
the younger 
generation IPL 
is not the only 
platform for 
recognition or 
bursting into 
the Indian team. Dominating domestic 
cricket is the priority.”

— RUTURAJ GAIKWAD

BRAIN-PICKING 

India batter, sharing his thoughts on youngsters prioritizing IPL 
over domestic cricket.

TRADITION 

KNOW ALL ABOUT THE ROYAL 
CAP OF KASHMIR 
TDG NETWORK
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The traditional cap used by the people of Kashmir is known as 
Qaraqal in the local language. Considered to be the royal cap 
of Kashmir, it’s the symbol of honour and dignity for Kash-
miris. The term “Karakul” comes from the ‘Karakul’ breed 
of sheep, which is native to Central or Western Asia. As the 
name suggests, this cap is made from the wool of sheep and 
goats. This cap made from the skin of a Karakul lamb is very 
popular in Kashmir. This fur has a soft, curly texture, a vel-
vety feel, and a glossy sheen.

Depending on the quality of the leather, the price of a cap 
ranges from Rs 6,000 to Rs 30,000.

According to experts, Karaqli made its way from Bukhara 
in Uzbekistan to Central Asia and Afghanistan before eventu-
ally becoming an integral part of Kashmiri culture.

It has been observed that most mainstream politicians 
choose to wear Karakul caps. It’s also common for a Kash-
miri groom to take off his dastar and replace it with a Karakul 
cap while waiting for his bride to arrive at his in-laws’ house.

The famous shop ‘John Cape House’ in the Nawan Bazar 
area of Srinagar is a 125-year-old seller of this unique cap.

Muzaffar John, now the fourth generation maker of these 
caps, explains that there are three basic styles of this particu-
lar cap. The first is the Jinnah style, the second is the Afghan 
karakul, and the third is the Russian karakul.

Muzaffar says that the hats made in his shop have been 
worn by several leading personalities, including Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah and current Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“My grandfather made a karakul cap for Jinnah in 1944, 
his father made a karakul cap for Rajiv Gandhi in 1984, and I 
made a karakul cap for Dr Farooq Abdullah, Omar Abdullah, 
Mirwaiz, and Ghulam Nabi Azad, among others,” he said.
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STUDY 

A landmark study has 
revealed that dino-
saurs dominated the 

world right up until a deadly 
asteroid hit the earth, leading 
to their mass extinction some 
66 million years ago.

The findings, published in 
Science Advances, provide 
the strongest evidence yet that 
the dinosaurs were struck 
down in their prime and were 
not in decline, at the time the 
asteroid hit.

Scientists have long debated 
why non-bird dinosaurs, in-
cluding Tyrannosaurus rex 
and Triceratops, became ex-
tinct - whereas mammals and 
other species, such as turtles 
and crocodiles, survived.

An international team of 
palaeontologists and ecolo-
gists led the study, which ex-
amined 1,600 fossil records 
from North America.Re-
searchers modelled the food 
chains and ecological habitats 
of land-living and freshwa-
ter animals during the last 
several million years of the 
Cretaceous, and the first few 
million years of the Paleogene 
period, after the asteroid hit. 

Paleontologists have known 
for some time that many small 
mammals lived alongside the 
dinosaurs. But this research 
reveals that these mammals 
were diversifying their diets, 
adapting to their environ-
ments, and becoming more 
important components of 
ecosystems as the Cretaceous 
unfolded. Meanwhile, the di-
nosaurs were entrenched in 
stable niches to which they 
were supremely well adapted.

Mammals didn’t just take 
advantage of the dinosaurs’ 
deaths, experts say. They 
were creating their own ad-
vantages through diversifying 
- by occupying new ecological 
niches, evolving more varied 
diets and behaviours, and en-
during small shifts in climate, 

by rapidly adapting. These 
behaviours probably helped 
them to survive, as they were 
better able than the dinosaurs 
to cope with the radical and 
abrupt destruction caused by 
the asteroid.

The study’s first author, 
Jorge Garcia-Giron, of the 
Geography Research Unit, 
University of Oulu, Finland, 
and the Department of Bio-
diversity and Environmen-
tal Management, University 
of Leon, Spain, said, “Our 
study provides a compelling 
picture of the ecological struc-
ture, food webs, and niches of 
the last dinosaur-dominated 
ecosystems of the Cretaceous 
period and the first mammal-
dominated ecosystems after 
the asteroid hit. This helps 

us to understand one of the 
age-old mysteries of palae-
ontology why all the non-bird 
dinosaurs died, but birds and 
mammals endured.

Co-lead author, Alfio Ales-
sandro Chiarenza, Depart-
ment of Ecology and Animal 
Biology, University of Vigo, 
Spain, said It seems that the 
stable ecology of the last dino-
saurs actually hindered their 
survival in the wake of the as-
teroid impact, which abruptly 
changed the ecological rules 
of the time. Conversely, some 
birds, mammals, crocodil-
ians, and turtles had previ-
ously been better adapted to 
unstable and rapid shifts in 
their environments, which 
might have made them better 
able to survive when things 
suddenly went bad when the 
asteroid hit.

Senior author, Professor 
Steve Brusatte, Personal 
Chair of Palaeontology and 
Evolution, School of GeoSci-
ences, University of Edin-
burgh, said, “Dinosaurs were 
going strong, with stable eco-
systems, right until the aster-
oid suddenly killed them off. 
Meanwhile, mammals were 
diversifying their diets, ecolo-
gies, and behaviours.

Dinosaurs were in their 
prime before asteroid hit

UNDERSTANDING THE DIMENSIONS OF A FLOWER 
EVOLUTION 

Analysis and study of the different 
dimensions of a flower have just got-
ten easier. A research team in biology 
from the Universite de Montreal, the 
Montreal Botanical Garden, and Mc-
Gill University has successfully used 
photogrammetry to quickly and ac-
curately build a model of a flower from 
two-dimensional images and trans-
form it into 3D. This is done in order to 
have greater clarity about the evolution 
of flowers.

Photogrammetry is commonly used 
by geographers to reconstruct the to-
pography of a landscape. However, this 
is the first time that scientists have used 
the technique to design 3D models of 
flowers in order to better study them.

The results of their experiment were 
published in October in the journal 
New Phytologist. Photogrammetry 

is an approach based on information 
gathered from numerous photos taken 
from all angles. Thanks to the trian-
gulation of common points present on 
the photos, it is possible to reconstruct 
a 3D model—in this case, of a flower. 
Colours can then be applied to the 3D 
flower using information from the 
photos.

 “The method is not perfect,” she said. 
“Some parts of the flowers remain 
difficult to reconstruct in 3D, such as 
reflective, translucent, or very hairy 

surfaces.” «That said,» added UdeM 
biology professor Simon Joly, «thanks 
to the living collections of the Montreal 
Botanical Garden, the study of plants 
of the Gesneriaceae family - plants 
originating from subtropical to tropi-
cal regions, of which the African violet 
is one of the best known representa-
tives - demonstrates that 3D models 
produced using this technique make 
it possible to explore a large number of 
questions on the evolution of the shape 
and colour of flowers.

«We have also shown that photo-
grammetry works at least as well as 
X-ray methods for visible flower struc-
tures,» said Joly, who conducts re-
search at the Botanical Garden.

Photogrammetry has the potential to 
boost research on flower evolution and 
ecology by providing a simple way to 
access three-dimensional morphologi-
cal data, the researchers believe.
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Can a new cancer drug come from potatoes?
TREATMENT 

Everyone is familiar with a cancer sur-
vivor. Around 10 million deaths and 19 
million new cases were reported glob-
ally in 2020. 
Although treatments are constantly 
being improved, they can still harm 
healthy cells or have unpleasant side 
effects that are difficult for patients to 
deal with.

Traditional medicine has a wealth of 
potential candidates for developing new, 
more targeted cancer treatments. The 
glycoalkaloids, bioactive substances 
found in many well-known crops in-

cluding potatoes and tomatoes, were ex-
amined by a group of Polish researchers 
at Adam Mickiewicz University under 

the direction of Magdalena Winkiel to 
show their potential to treat cancer.

“Scientists worldwide are still search-
ing for the drugs that will be lethal to 
cancer cells but at the same time safe for 
healthy cells,” said Winkiel. 

“It is not easy despite the advances in 
medicine and the powerful development 
of modern treatment techniques. That is 
why it might be worth going back to me-
dicinal plants that were used years ago 
with success in the treatment of various 
ailments. I believe that it is worth re-ex-
amining their properties and perhaps 
rediscovering their potential,” Winkiel 
added.
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ACHIEVEMENT

ED SHEERAN BECOMES 
TOP-SELLING CONCERT 
ARTIST OF 2022

People are still willing to take trips to the ‘Castle on the 
Hill’. Ed Sheeran charted atop Billboard’s “Top Ticket 
Sales” chart this year after performing for over 3 million 
fans in attendance during the European concerts of his 
“Mathematics tour” this year.

As per a report by Billboard, the 31-year-old singer-song-
writer had sold 30,47,696 tickets in the 2022 tracking peri-
od. The 52 tour dates of the ‘Perfect’ singer’s latest musical 
tour sold an average of 58,287 tickets per stop. Each stop 
during the European leg of the tour had multiple shows 
except for Helsinki, Finland.

The location that set the highest cash registers ringing 
was London, with its 5-day Wembley Stadium concerts 
amassing 4,20,269 tickets, which set the record for the 
highest attendance of any engagement this year, besting 
the Stade de France concert series of British rock band 
Coldplay. The Grammy Award-winning singer also sold 
over 2,00,000 tickets at shows in other locations.

Poster of ED Sheeran's Mathematics tour.
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FIVE MOST WATCHED NETFLIX 
SHOWS OF ALL TIME
Let’s admit it. Netflix and chill is our favourite pas-
time. Especially during the pandemic, when all of 
us were stuck at our homes, we would find solace 
in discovering new series on Netflix and rewatch-
ing some of our favourites. However, there were 
some shows that emerged as fans favourites and 
broke all records for being one of the most watched 
shows on Netflix. Here are five most watched Netf-
lix shows of all time.

STRANGER THINGS
With over 1.352 billion hours of watch 
time in just 28 days of release, the season 
4 of Stranger Things broke all records to 
become the most Netflix series of all time. 

Produced by the Duffer Brother, Stranger Things 
Season 4 was released in two volumes and featured 
Winona Ryder, David Harbour, Millie Robby Brown, 
Finn Wolfhard among others in prominent roles. 

MONSTER: THE JEFFREY DAHMER 
STORY
Although Monster was a limited series, 
it clocked 856.2 million hours in the first 
month of its release. Created by Ryan 

Murphy and Ian Brennan, the series was on the life 
of a serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer, played by Evan 
Peters. The series also features Richard Jenkins, 
Molly Ringwald, Niecy Nash and Micheal Learned. 

WEDNESDAY
Next on the list of the most watched 
shows is Wednesday, which has clocked 
752.5 million hours of watch time. Based 
on the character Wednesday Addams 

played by Jenna Ortega, the series is a coming 
of age supernatural comedy horror series, which 
revolves around the main character trying to solve a 
murder mystery at her school. 

BRIDGERTON 
Bridgerton is another one on the list with 
season 2 gaining 656.2 million hours of 
watch time in the first month of its re-
lease and season 1 gaining 625.4 million 

hours of watch time in the first month of its release. 
The series is based on the book series of the same 
name by Julia Quinn. 

LUCIFER 
Lucifer Season 5 clocked 569.4 million 
hours within the first month of its release 
and remains a fans favourite. Starring 
Tom Ellis, Lauren German and Kevin 

Alejandro, the show his series follows Lucifer, the 
original fallen angel who abandons his throne to 
retire in Los Angeles, later indulging in his favou-
rite things. 

— PRIYANKA SHARMA

Stranger Things
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CLASSIC SKINCARE ROUTINE

LEGACY

TRENdSETTER’S NEw fAvOURITE: 
ThE ‘BIRKENSTOCK’ BOSTON

Actor Priyanka Chopra made heads 
turn with her appearance in a pink 
gown at an event in Dubai recently.

On Tuesday, Priyanka took to Insta-
gram and shared several images from 
the event. In the pictures, she is seen 
wearing a fuchsia pink gown, which she 
paired with a trailing satin cape.

“What a gorgeous evening celebrating 
@bulgari’s Eden, Garden of Wonders 
collection in Dubai with my dear friend 
@jc.babin. @lucia_silvestri, your exqui-
site designs are so beautiful, and bring so 
much joy to everyone who wears them. 
I’m so proud to be your ambassador,” 
she captioned the post.

Priyanka’s look left netizens in awe. 
“You look so beautiful,” a social media 
user commented. “Gorgeous,” another 

one wrote.

Priyanka’s husband and singer Nick 
Jonas, too, heaped praise on Priyanka. 
He called Priyanka a “hottie.”

Meanwhile, on the work front, Priyan-
ka will be seen in international projects 
such as ‘It’s All Coming Back To Me’, and 
the series ‘Citadel’. Produced by Russo 
Brothers, ‘Citadel’ will hit OTT on Prime 
Video. The upcoming sci-fi drama series 
is being directed by Patrick Morgan and 
stars Richard Madden alongside Pri-
yanka.

In Bollywood, she will be starring with 
Alia Bhatt and Katrina Kaif in Farhan 
Akhtar’s ‘Jee Le Zaraa’, which prom-
ises to be another tale of friendship fol-
lowing the lineage of ‘Dil Chahta Hai’ 
and ‘Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara’, both of 
which have become cult classics over the 
years. ‘Jee Le Zaraa’ is reportedly going 
on floors soon and will be ready for re-
lease in the summer of 2023. 

REd CARPET AffAIR 

MAKING A STATEMENT wITh PINK 
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Winter is here! While the 
chilly wind brings on a fes-
tive mood, it also makes us 
want to stay sedentary, drink 
hot cocoa, and snuggle up 
under a blanket. There are 
many benefits to winter, but 
there are also some things 
we’d rather avoid. Cold win-
ters result in a climate that 
dries out the skin and brings 
up many skincare concerns. 
Worry not, as we’ve got you 
covered.

In order to keep your win-
ter skin glowing and youth-
ful, it’s time to switch to rich 
moisturisers and lip balms. 
Keep scrolling to take the 
confusion out of switching 
to an ideal winter skincare 
routine.

Although it is advised 
to follow a dermatologist-
prescribed winter skincare 
routine to solve severe skin 
issues, here are some basic 
skincare tips that can work 
wonders for you.

Switch to a moisturising 
cleanser

In every skincare regimen, 
cleansing is undoubtedly the 
most crucial step. However, 
with the onset of winter, 
switch to a gentler cleanser 
to avoid excessive drying 
of the skin. Select products 
with a cream or balm base 
to help your skin remain 
moisturised while the dirt is 
removed. Our skin dries out 
in the winter because there is 
less moisture in the air. Use a 
hydrating cleanser to mois-

turise your skin during these 
circumstances and avoid any 
additional harm.

O p t  f o r  a  h e av i e r  
moisturiser

Winter calls for richer 
or heavier products to ef-
ficiently lock in hydration, 
whereas the summer season 
was all about light gel-based 
moisturisers. It’s time to 
switch to a moisturiser that 
is extremely moisturising. 
You might choose ingredi-
ents like Vitamin E and hy-
aluronic acid.

Never skip out on a good 
SPF

Despite the fact that the 
sun might not be visible in 
the winter because of the 
hazy weather, you should 
still use sunscreen. Apply-

ing sunscreen with a small 
amount of foundation will 
offer sunscreen protection 
to your makeup.

Exfoliation is the key
The skin becomes dry and 

develops a covering of dead 
skin cells during the colder 
months. Make sure to wash 
your skin daily and exfoliate 
it once or twice a week. You 
may get rid of the buildup of 
debris and dead skin cells on 
your skin by exfoliating it. 

Coat your skin with hy-
drating body butter

Invest in a rich, creamy 
body butter that includes 
shea butter and cocoa oils to 
hydrate your skin. To ensure 
proper skin penetration, ap-
ply the cream right after 
your shower. 

How to make your 
skin ‘winter ready’

Kate Middleton dons 
Princess Diana’s necklace

As Prince William and Kate Middleton 
turned up the glitter at Boston’s Fenway Park 
for their spectacular Earthshot Prize ceremo-
ny on Friday night, they struck a home run.

According to Page Six, a US-based enter-
tainment media portal, Kate Middleton ac-
cessorised her floor-length Solace London 
gown with earrings from her personal col-
lection and an emerald choker that belonged 
to her mother-in-law, the late Princess Diana.

A well-known piece of royal jewelry, the 
emerald-and-diamond choker necklace, was 
worn by Princess Diana. 

She even wore it as a headband once, in 
1985.

The royal couple attended the awards 
event, which is a passion project for William, 
to cap off the last three hectic days in the US.

Billie Eilish, Chloe x Halle, and Annie Len-
nox, all gave performances during the cer-
emony, while William’s longtime friend and 
former England soccer player David Beck-
ham, who came in from London to present 
a trophy, also made a surprise visit, as per 
Page Six.

Ellie Golding gave a surprise performance 
for the Prince and Princess of Wales at the 
award event. 

The British singer also sang at their 2011 
wedding.

The Earthshot Prize, one of the most re-
nowned environmental awards in the world, 
was established by William in 2020 and was 
motivated by former US President John F. 
Kennedy’s famous “Moonshot” challenge. 
Its goal is to find innovative ways to combat 

climate change.
At the awards event, five winners from 

around the world each received USD 1.2 mil-
lion, and William urged support for their ef-
forts to have a greater global influence.

Protect and Restore Nature, Clean Our Air, 
Rejuvenate Our Oceans, Create a Waste-Free 
World, and Fix Our Climate were among the 
five Earthshot categories, as per Page Six.

Speaking during the ceremony, The 
Prince of Wales said, “I believe that the 
Earthshot solutions you have seen this 
evening prove we can overcome our 
planet’s greatest challenges. And by 
supporting and scaling them, we can 
change our future.”

“Alongside tonight’s winners and 
finalists, and those to be discovered 
over the years to come, it’s my hope 
the Earthshot legacy will continue 
to grow, helping our communities 
and our planet to thrive.”

According to Page Six, the winners 
included an Indian startup, Kheyti, 
which offers a ground-breaking solu-
tion for regional smallholder farmers 
to lower costs, increase yields, and 
protect livelihoods in a nation on the 
frontlines of climate change.

Mukuru Clean Stoves from Ke-
nya, a female-founded start-up, also 
received recognition. It provides 
cleaner-burning stoves to women in 
Kenya to reduce unhealthy indoor pol-
lution and provide a safer way to cook.

Both Notpla from the UK, and Tra-
ditional Women of the Great Barrier 
Reef from Australia, a women-led pro-
gramme won awards.

To remain a classic in a 
world full of fads and 
trend simultaneously 

is no mean feat.
One brand has managed 

to maintain this delicate 
balance, year after year, gen-
eration after generation. Yes, 
we are talking about the one 
and only Birkenstock. The 
German footwear brand has 
delighted wearers with some 
of the most iconic designs for 
years, evolving just enough 
to suit the style requirements 
of today. One such beloved 
model is the classic Birken-
stock Boston .

The Boston clog has been 
around for more than two 
decades now. The closed-
toe sandal is a favourite be-
cause it provides the grip of a 
closed shoe with the ease of a 
slip-on sandal. What’s more? 
The single strap is fitted with 
an adjustable buckle that al-
lows you to customise the fit.

The clog has always re-
mained one of the most pre-
ferred models since its con-
ception. Today, it is loved as 
much, if not more, by new 
buyers and trendsetters: 
Millennials and Gen Z. This 
only goes to show how time-
less and versatile the clog is, 
firmly establishing its place 
in your shoe racks. 

Rise of Birkenstock Boston

Though Boston defines 
evergreen style and has al-
ways been a crowd-favor-
ite, it has recently become 
a hot commodity thanks 
to its popularity on 
social media. 
A-list celeb-
rities like 
Kaia 
Ger-
ber 

and 
Kendall 

Jenner were recently spotted 
wearing the Boston clog on 
casual outings. Influencers 

have taken over social me-
dia and are styling Boston in 
multiple ways, reinforcing 
their newfound love for the 
Birkenstock model.

Boston is in stride with the 
vibe of today: sustainability 
and gender-neutral appeal. 
The unisex clog can be worn 
by anyone, thus making 
it a highly versatile acces-

sory. The clean design 
is timeless, and 

no matter 
which 
trend 
or occa-
sion you 

p a i r  i t 
with, it will 

always keep you stylish and 
comfortable. Sharing the 
clog with a friend is recom-
mended to get the most out 

of the coveted clog. Boston 
can last for years if properly 
cared for. The high-quality 
materials and contemporary 
design ensure that the clogs 
can be used for a very long 
time. The trans-seasonal clog 
is appropriate for all seasons.

Adding to the sophisticated 
appeal is the iconic Birken-
stock element of comfort: 
the anatomically shaped 
footbed. It is inspired by 
natural footprints on fine 
sand and mimics the con-
tours of the soles of your feet. 
The rises, indentations, and 
ample space allow your feet 
to maintain a natural stance 
and always remain at rest, 
no matter how rigorous the 
movement.

Favorite Birkenstock Bos-
ton Variants

Boston Soft Footbed: For 
those who want an extra 
dose of comfort, Boston is 
available in a soft footbed 
variant. The taupe suede 
leather variant has all the 
fashionistas in a chokehold 
at the moment. It is versatile 
enough to be paired with 
literally everything in your 
wardrobe, from workwear, 
everyday casuals, and resort 
wear to dressy evening wear 
and street style.

Boston Vegan: Perfect for 
people with a vegan lifestyle, 
this variant is made using 
Birko-Flor and nubuck 
leather. It is devoid of any 
animal products, as verified 
by independent testing labo-
ratories. Find this variant in 
an array of colour options. It 
will pair well with all of your 
looks.

Boston Shearling: Cozy and 
warm, the shearling-lined 
Boston variant is perfect for 
winter. They can be paired 
with the lightest to heaviest 
knitwear and winter layers 
for a classic style statement. 
Pair them with socks for an 
extra layer of warmth and 
style.

If you own a Boston, you’re 
already a step ahead this 
fashion season. If not, what 
are you waiting for? Get 
your hands on a pair while 
you can, and fall in love with 
style and comfort like never 
before.   

Boston is in stride with the vibe of today: sustainability and gender-neutral appeal. 
The unisex clog can be worn by anyone, thus making it a highly versatile accessory.

kate Middleton (left) wearing Princess Diana’s necklace. 

The classic Birkenstock Boston has delighted users with some of the most iconic footwear designs.

Priyanka Chopra
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‘3 Tips: The Essentials 
for Peace, Joy, and 
Success’ by global 

philanthropist and founder 
of The Giving Back Foun-
dation, Meera Gandhi, cov-
ers several topics related to 
mental health and wellness.

The book breaks down 
complex issues into 3 simple 
tips for each subject, which 
anyone can pick up and im-
plement into their own lives. 
Anyone feeling lost or in 
need of guidance can easily 
dive into the many subjects 
covered and find themselves 
gently nudged in a direction 
that brings them greater 
awareness and clarity of 
their present situation in the 
context of a greater spiritual 
perspective.

This book is a continuation 
of Meera’s focus on creating 
highly accessible and practi-
cal resources in the mental 
health, wellness, and spiri-
tuality space. In fact, sup-
porting mental wellness ini-
tiatives is the third pillar of 
the Giving Back Foundation.

“3 Tips” originally ap-
peared as a segment on 
Meera’s B4U Network show, 
The Meera Gandhi Show, 
and later became a series of 
short format television vi-
gnettes in partnership with 
the Times Network, with 

the original episodes being 
broadcast on Times Now 
and Mirror Now in 2019. 
Since then, these episodes 
and newer ones have been 
routinely broadcast to Meera 
Gandhi’s social media audi-
ence, including her two mil-
lion followers on Instagram.

This candid book not only 
mirrors the content of the 
show in that it covers 52 top-
ics related to wellness with 
short, practical advice on 
how to navigate them but 
also expands upon each of 
the Tips with a deeper in-
sight into each topic and 
reveals the thought process, 
experiences, successes, and 
mistakes that led to gaining 
the wisdom behind the in-
sight of each Tip.

Here is what some of 
Meera’s friends and col-
leagues have said about the 
book:

“The most beautiful mo-
ments in life are moments 
when you are expressing 
your joy, not when you are 
seeking it. Blessings in your 
endeavour to take this mes-
sage to the world via this 
book,” said Sadhguru.    

“Stunning candour and 
piercing details... An indel-
ible portrait of an extraor-
dinary woman and her in-
credible experiences, said 
Kimberly and Steven Rock-
efeller.

“Utterly constructive and 

infused with kindness, 
wisdom, and unshrink-
ing honesty, Meera Gandhi 
becomes your guide in this 
life-changing journey of im-
proving yourself, 3 Tips at a 
time,” said Cherie Blair.

“Meera Gandhi’s 3 Tips 
provides practical insights to 
readers to set out on the path 
of self-discovery. Read it and 
set out on the journey,” said 
Shabana Azmi.

“This book is packed with 
incredible insights needed to 
enlighten your own life with 
inspiration,” said Maharaja 
Gajsingh Bapji.  

“Equal parts a heartfelt 
memoir and a pragmatic 
self-help book, 3 Tips is in-
stantly iconic and utterly 
relatable,”  said Kerry Ken-
nedy.

Meera Teresa Gandhi  is 
the daughter of an Irish 
mother and an Indian father. 
At the age of 16, she volun-
teered to teach at Ashadaan, 

a shelter for abandoned and 
differently-abled children 
run by Mother Teresa’s Mis-
sionaries of Charity, which 
proved to be the turning 
point in Meera’s life. Meera 
had the opportunity to work 
with and interact closely 
with Mother Teresa. This is 
when she truly understood 
the great joy in doing things 
that are beyond and outside 
of the self. 

Meera has lived many roles 
in her life as a philanthropist, 
a mother, a businesswoman, 
a television show host, an au-
thor, and a spiritual yogi who 
believes that we are very 
much a part of the universal 
spirit and that we all must 
live in the flow of the ether 
that guides and propels us 
through our life journey. 
Meera is also a sponsor of 
the Woodstock Film Festi-
val, where she presents the 
Meera Gandhi Giving Back 
Award to a director, produc-
er, or actor who best delivers 
a message of social change 
and who has a strong com-
passion for philanthropy. 
Awardees have included 
Mark Ruffalo and Mira Nair. 
She is also a recipient of the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor 
(2015), the Marc Anthony 
Maestro Cares Humanitar-
ian Award (2016), the Chil-
dren’s Hope Humanitarian 
Award (2013), and many 
more.

EXCERPT

3 TiPs: ThE EssEnTials foR 
PEaCE, Joy and suCCEss

Books to look out for this week 
independence
Price: Rs 428
author: Chitra Banerjee divakaruni 
Publisher: harperCollins india 
India. August, 1946. Everything is about to change.
Priya, Jamini and Deepa, Dr Nabakumar Ganguly’s 
daughters, live in Ranipur, Bengal, safe from the rising 
turbulence in the country. When their father is killed 
on Direct Action Day, their world turns upside-down.
Priya, the youngest, intelligent and idealistic, is deter-
mined to follow in her father’s footsteps and become a 
doctor, no matter how difficult. She is fortunate to have 
the support of zamindar Somnath Chowdhury, her fa-
ther’s best friend. Jamini, devout, dutiful and talented, 
helps her mother stitch kanthas to make ends meet. 
Hungering for affection even as she is resentful of her 
sisters, she nurses a secret desire.

The freedom Manifesto
Price: Rs 318
author: Karan Bajaj
Publisher: harper Business 
‘First, sit in a quiet place. Now, close your eyes and vis-
ualize your ideal life ten years from now. Don’t worry, 
this isn’t a wishful exercise to manifest your dreams. 
Instead, we’re taking the first practical step to articu-
late your deepest, most personal goals. The hard work 
required to achieve your goals will come next.’
In 2019, Karan Bajaj quit his job as Discovery India’s 
head to start WhiteHat Jr with the mission of making 
every kid a creator in this world. At the time, every-
one thought Karan was reckless to give up a high-
flying corporate career at the age of forty, but eighteen 
months later, WhiteHat Jr was acquired by BYJU’s for 
$300 million. 

unstoppable us, Volume 1
author: yuval noah harari
Price: Rs 383
Publisher: Puffin
From the author of the multi-million bestselling Sapiens 
comes an incredible new story of the human race, for 
younger readers. We humans aren’t strong like lions, we 
don’t swim as well as dolphins, and we definitely don’t 
have wings! So how did we end up ruling the world?
The answer to that is one of the strangest tales you’ll ever 
hear. And it’s a true story . . .
Have you ever wondered how we got here? From hunt-
ing mammoths, to flying to the moon? It is because we 
are unstoppable. But what made us so? Well, we have the 
most amazing superpower: the ability to tell stories. Fairy 
tales have led us from imagining ghosts and spirits to be-
ing able to create money (yes, really!).

Best of friends
Price: Rs 444
author: Kamila shamsie
Publisher: Bloomsbury Circus 
Fourteen-year-old Maryam and Zahra have always 
been the best of friends, despite their different back-
grounds. Maryam takes for granted that she will stay 
in Karachi and inherit the family business; while 
Zahra keeps her desires secret, and dreams of escap-
ing abroad.
This year, 1988, anything seems possible for the girls; 
and for Pakistan, emerging from the darkness of dic-
tatorship into a bright future under another young 
woman, Benazir Bhutto. But a snap decision at a party 
celebrating the return of democracy brings the girls’ 
childhoods abruptly to an end. Its consequences will 
shape their futures in ways they cannot imagine.
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‘Miracles of Face Yoga’ receives appreciation from President Murmu

Three friends are on a jour-
ney to learn, unlearn, ex-
plore, comprehend, and 
navigate college life and 
its maze. Sounds familiar? 
Sounds like the reflection 
of your own college life? 
Well, yes, it is. Beeja House’s 
new contemporary fiction, 
“The Journey of Bun Butter 
and Jam,” by Novina M, is 
all set to take you on a wild 
ride to your college campus, 
friends, and experiences. 
Encapsulating the lives of 
three young adult girls en-
rolled for their graduation, 
the book reflects the life-al-
tering experience they face 
while going to and growing 
through college life.

Bun, the protagonist, is an 
introvert with a lot of social 
dread and a conventional 
family to deal with. She 
decides to attend her post-
graduate course with her 
alumni college in July 2017 
in an effort to become a well-
socialized person. However, 
her life turns tables on her, 
and she lets herself out as 
a fearless, self-reliant lady 
when she finally meets her 
soulmates, Butter and Jam. 
Together, they put a dynam-
ic trio that shares a zest for 
college life, which is full of 
excitement, thrills, and new 
experiences. As the book 
slowly folds in and culmi-
nates in the last pages, Bun 
has an epiphany about who 

she is, which leaves her with 
unforgettable memories of 
her trio gang and boosts her 
self-assurance to the point 
that she can confidently take 
on society.

The book is an ode to each 
and every introverted per-
son who dares to push their 
boundaries and evolve as a 
person. It is dedicated to all 
your friends who held your 
hands in your journey and 
to everyone who wants to 
develop their social skills 
and become well-rounded 
people. The short, 114-page 
book is written in easy-to-
comprehend, simple, yet 
intriguing language that 
will keep you glued to the 
end. The structure is neatly 
designed, emphasising ev-
ery milestone you achieve 
in your graduation life. The 
book is the perfect chaper-
one that will assist you and 
show you the path, and a 
confidante that you can 
turn to and read when stuck 
while walking towards your 
goal. And as the author 
says in her book, “Until we 
challenge ourselves and do 
something new, we will nev-
er know what we are truly 
capable of. Ladies, trust in 
your abilities and attempt it. 
There is no doubt that you 
will achieve your goals.”

Novina M is a blogger who 
is also beginning her career 
as an investor in the mar-
ket. She dreamed of having 
a successful literary career, 
and in order to get her foot 

in the door, she published 
her first book, “The Jour-
ney of Bun Butter and Jam,” 
which is a work of fiction 
that tells the tale of a lady 
who, throughout her time at 
college, encounters not one 
but two people whom she 
comes to regard as her soul-
mates, while also recounting 
her journey to discover who 
she is. Her education culmi-
nated at SRM University in 
Chennai, where she earned 
a Master’s degree in business 
management. And in paral-
lel, she works with new busi-
nesses. Her passion for jour-
naling sparked the notion for 
her to turn her writing into a 
full-fledged career.

“A sweet escape to your col-
lege day! The first-in-itself 
in many books published by 
Beeja House, The book is a 
sacrosanct friendship usher. 
It is replete with day-to-day 
life experiences in the life 
of an introvert in the extro-
vert tribe. A must for every 
college-goer, this light read is 
a sure-shot way to break free 
from the doldrums of the 
day,” says Geetika Saigal. She 
is a 5-time TEDx Speaker, a 
best-selling author, a multi-
award-winning coach, and 
the founder and CEO of 
Beeja House.

Novina says, “With all of 
your blessings, I hope that 
my writing career will flour-
ish, and I hope that my fic-
tion and non-fiction stories 
will bring joy to each and 
every one of you.”

Mansi Gulati, the founder 
of Manasvani, has released 
her book ‘Miracles of Face 
Yoga’, which has been ap-
preciated by the President 
of India, Droupadi Murmu. 
President Madam appreci-
ated the work by saying that 
Face Yoga has come out at 
an appropriate time when 
the world is anxiously look-

ing for solutions to improve 
immunity and evolve a holis-
tic lifestyle. The book ‘Face 
Yoga’ is a comprehensive 
work on face yoga written in 
lucid and simple language 
that can be easily understood 
by beginners and practitio-
ners alike. Photographs and 
illustrations have further en-
hanced comprehension, as-
similation, and understand-
ing of the book by the reader.

Mansi Gulati, an inter-

national yogi, celebrated 
author, and thought leader, 
devoted her efforts to learn-
ing everything possible 
about yoga practises and 
philosophy. Throughout 
her learning experience, she 
has sought the help of nu-
merous sources to perfect 
her knowledge and skills. 
Mansi has over 25 years of 
experience in yoga, along 
with many international 
and national certifications 

to her credit. She has writ-
ten several articles and 
books on the philosophy of 
yoga and how it can benefit 
all body types through a se-
ries of asanas. Mansi has led 
yoga sessions and camps in 
nearly every state, including 
the Vice President House of 
India and the 28 Governor 
Houses across the country, 
as well as various embassies, 
prison homes, schools, uni-
versities, and mega events 

such as the Kumbh Mela 
with yoga luminaries such 
as Yoga guru Baba Ramdev. 
The attendees of her yoga 
sessions are as diverse as 
national and international 
dignitaries, famous person-
alities, leaders, and students.

Talking about the benefits 
of face yoga, Mansi shares, 
“Face yoga utilises a series 
of facial exercises to tone the 
muscles on the face. Face 
yoga can effectively reduce 

the signs of ageing and stim-
ulation acupressure points 
to improve energy flow to 
your internal organs. It can 
lead to the improvement of 
your health and well-being. 
Moreover, this non-invasive 
process can be a safe and 
cost-effective alternative to 
Botox and other face fillers.”

Mansi’s venture Manas-
vani offers exceptional and 
comprehensive yoga in-
struction to support your 

yoga practice. It believes 
that yoga should not be used 
exclusively as a treatment. 
Rather, it should be em-
braced as a lifestyle. They 
combine traditional knowl-
edge with evidence-based 
practises to serve the goal of 
inducing a paradigm shift in 
the community. Moreover, 
they deliver holistic yoga 
practise and awareness to 
underprivileged strata of 
society.
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‘The Journey of Bun Butter and 
Jam’ is must for every college-goer
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Small step towards goal of Olympic gold: 
Mirabai Chanu on silver medal win
TDG NETWORK
BOGOTA  

After her silver medal win at 
the 2022 World Weightlift-
ing Championships, Olympic 
medalist Mirabai Chanu took 
to social media to express 
happiness at her medal win, 
saying that it is a “small step 
toward eventual goal of an 
Olympic gold”.

Olympic medallist Mirabai 
Chanu bagged a silver medal 
in the 2022 World Weight-
lifting Championships in Bo-
gota, Colombia on Wednes-
day. “Extremely humbled 
and grateful for this victory. 
Small step towards our even-
tual goal of an Olympic gold. 
Gratitude to my Coach Vijay 
sir, our President IWLF Sah-
dev Yadav sir, Sports Author-
ity of India, all the stakehold-
ers and well wishers. Will 

always make you proud,” 
tweeted Chanu.

Mirabai lifted a total of 
200kg (87kg snatch + 113kg 
clean & jerk), 2kg more than 
the Olympic champion from 
China Hou Zhihua (198kg) 
and 6kg behind another Chi-
nese, Jiang Huihua (206kg: 
93+113) who won the gold 
medal.

Hou Zhihui of China took 
bronze with 198 (89kg plus 
109 kg).

Mirabai’s wrist problem 
became apparent when she 
struggled with the overhead 
lift in her second clean-and-
jerk attempt, but she recov-
ered fast to finish with the 
best lift of 113kg. She had the 
best attempt of 87kg in the 
snatch event. Mirabai took 
home the silver in the clean 
and jerk category with her 
113kg attempt.

This was Mirabai’s sec-
ond Worlds medal, having 
previously won gold at the 
2017 World Championships 
with a lift of 194kg (85kg plus 
109kg). She came in fourth 
place in the 2019 edition.

Olympic champion Hou ap-
peared to be labouring on the 
day, lifting significantly below 
her personal bests of 96 kg in 
snatch and 118kg in clean and 
jerk (Mirabai holds the world 
record in that, at 119kg).

According to the Paris 
Olympics qualifying system, 
a lifter needs to compete in 
two compulsory events - the 
2023 World Championships 
and the 2024 World Cup. The 
2022 World Championships 
are the first qualifying event 
for the 2024 Paris Olym-
pics, where weightlifting 
events will be cut from 14 at  
Tokyo Games to 10. 

‘DOMINATING DOMESTIC CRICKET MUST BE PRIORITY FOR YOUNGSTERS’

India batter Ruturaj Gaik-
wad stated that the IPL is 
not the only place to burst 
onto the stage and young-
sters should look to deliver 
solid performances in the 
domestic circuit to knock on 
the national team’s door.

The Chennai Super Kings 
(CSK) opener was in Chen-
nai at an event and spoke to 
ANI sharing his thoughts 
on youngsters prioritizing 
IPL over domestic cricket 
to come into the limelight. “I 
think for the younger gen-
eration IPL is not the only 
platform for recognition 
or bursting into the Indian 
team. Dominating domestic 
cricket is the priority,” said 
the CSK batter.

Gaikwad talked about his 
recent exploits in the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy where he 
smashed 43 runs in an over 
and about his team Maha-
rashtra faltering to cross the 
final hurdle, losing out on 
the title by a small margin.

“I feel good to have some-

thing which very few people 
have achieved. At the same 
time, we had the time to win 
the trophy, but we missed 
out by a very small margin. 
I have mixed feelings as I 
am disappointed with the 
way the team has lost in the 
finals,” expressed the right-
handed batter.

He also talked about his 

plan of playing in the up-
coming tournaments and 
his feeling about returning 
to Chennai after some time.

“I haven’t thought much 
about IPL now because 
there’s still time in it. It has 
long days to come. There is 
Ranji Trophy to play before 
that. Every time I come to 
Chennai it feels very nice to 

me,” shared Gaikwad.
He revealed what it’s like 

to play along with the most 
successful captain of India, 
MS Dhoni and to share the 
dressing room with him.

“I feel very lucky to play 
with MS Dhoni. Lucky to 
share the dressing room 
with him. There is advice 
coming through from him 

every time, it’s the right kind 
of advice I feel because his 
guidance helped me a lot,” 
added the opener.

Talking about his inspira-
tion in cricket he said, “It 
keeps on changing. When 
I started playing cricket my 
favourite player was Sachin 
Tendulkar and after that Vi-
rat Kohli and MS Dhoni but 
these three are constant.”

Ruturaj Gaikwad broke 
a List A cricket record by 
hitting seven straight sixes 
in a Vijay Hazare Trophy 
quarter-final match. Uttar 
Pradesh spinner Shiva Singh 
was on the receiving end of 
Gaikwad’s mayhem, which 
included seven sixes in a row 
- 6 6 6 6 6nb 6 6. With that, 
Gaikwad became the first 
batter in white-ball cricket 
history to hit seven straight 
sixes in an over. The Maha-
rashtra opener finished un-
beaten on 220 from 159 balls. 
His excellent innings, which 
included ten fours and six-
teen sixes, enabled his team 
to reach a competitive total of 
330/5 in 50 overs. 

SUGGESTION

BANGLADESH SCORING 100 RUNS IN LAST 10 
OVERS MADE IT CHALLENGING: RAHUL DRAVID
India’s head coach Rahul 
Dravid applauded Mehidy for 
his crucial knock and stated 
that Bangladesh scoring 100 
runs in the last 10 overs was 
crucial in the team’s defeat.

“We had our chances but 
credit to them. Especially 
Mehidy Hasan Miraz, who 
played two contrasting 
match-winning innings in 
two innings which were dif-
ferent. He built good partner-

ships with Mahmudullah and 
then scoring 100 runs in the 
last 10 overs was the killer 
for us. But credit to them that 
they got the result,” Dravid 
said at a press conference. 
Talking about the injuries 
that have plagued the team, 
the coach stated that they 
have been unfortunate to not 
have the full squad at their 
disposal.

“This is the time when we 
are looking at different op-
tions on different tours. So 
yeah, I guess it’s not been easy 

not to have the full squad. 
Hopefully, we will have a full 
squad in January. Good learn-
ing for us in these kinds of sit-
uations where Bangladesh is 
really good at,” Dravid said.

“Not idle we are struggling 
with injuries. Rohit, Kuldeep 
and Deepak will miss the next 
match. Rohit will fly back to 
Mumbai and get in the scans. 
Not sure if he will be able to 
return for the test matches 
but yes the three are definitely 
out for the next match,” he 
added.

CRUCIAL KNOCK
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INTERNATIONAL SEASON

The Board of Control 
for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) on Thursday 

announced the schedule 
for the upcoming home se-
ries against Sri Lanka, New 
Zealand, and Australia.

“India’s 2022-23, the 
international home sea-
son will commence with 
a three-match T20I and 
three-match ODI series 
against Sri Lanka in Janu-
ary,” BCCI said in a state-
ment. 

Indian home season will 
kick off from 3 January 
next year with the T20I 
against Sri Lanka and will 
finish on 22 March with an 
ODI against Australia.

Men in Blue will first take 
on Sri Lanka in the three-
match T20I series. The first 
match of the series will be 
held on 3 January, 2023 in 
Mumbai while the second 
and third will take place on 
5 and 7 in Pune and Rajkot 
respectively.

The action will then move 
to a three-match ODI series 
wherein Guwahati, Kolkata 
and Trivandrum will host 
the games on 10, 12 and 15 
January respectively.

The three-match ODI se-
ries against New Zealand 
wherein Hyderabad, Rai-
pur and Indore will play 
the hosts on 18, 21 and 24 
January respectively. The 
second ODI on 21 January 

will be a marquee ODI for 
the city of Raipur as they 
will host their first interna-
tional fixture.

Team India will also play 
a three-match T20I series 
against New Zealand. The 
T20I series will start on 
January 27 while the sec-
ond match will take place 

on 29 and the third on 1 
February. Ranchi, Luc-
know and Ahmedabad will 
play the host for the three-
match T20I series.

The Australia tour of In-
dia for the Border-Gavas-
kar Trophy will kickstart 
in Nagpur on 9 February 
next year. Team India will 

then play the next three 
Test matches in Delhi, 
Dharamsala & Ahmed-
abad. This will also be the 
last edition of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy which 
will be a 4-match Test se-
ries feature.

The home series will then 
conclude with a three-

match ODI series against 
Australia that will be held 
in Mumbai, Vizag & Chen-
nai. 

The first match of the se-
ries will be hosted by Mum-
bai on 17 March while the 
second and third will be 
held on 19 and 22 in Vizag 
and Chennai respectively. 
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Team India

Olympic medalist Mirabai Chanu 

Ruturaj Gaikwad 

BCCI ANNOUNCES SCHEDULE FOR 
SERIES AGAINST SL, NZ AND OZ

WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION

Respect David’s wish to be heard  
behind closed doors: Cricket Australia 

Cricket Australia (CA) on 
Wednesday expressed dis-
appointment with star open-
er David Warner’s decision 
to withdraw his application 
to get his lifetime leadership 
ban reviewed.

Warner was banned from 
taking over any leadership 
positions for his lifetime af-
ter the Cape Town ball-tam-
pering scandal back in 2018. 
4 years later, Warner hoped 
of being reconsidered as na-
tional side’s skipper after an 
independent review. But on 
Wednesday, he announced 
his decision to withdraw his 
appeal, calling out the rel-
evant panel for wanting to 
have a public hearing instead 
of a private one, as preferred 
by Warner and the board.

On Instagram, the 36-year-
old posted a lengthy message 
saying that he does not want 
to put his family through the 
scrutiny that comes with a 

public hearing. “Regrettably, 
I have no practical alterna-
tive at this point in time but 
to withdraw my applica-
tion,” Warner said on social 
media as quoted by ICC.

“I am not prepared to sub-
ject my family or my team-
mates to further trauma and 
disruption by accepting a 
departure from the way in 
which my application should 
be dealt with pursuant to the 
Code of Conduct.”

“Some things are more im-

portant than cricket,” con-
cluded Warner. CA showed 
support for Warner via a 
statement after his social 
media post.

“We are disappointed with 
this outcome as our inten-
tion was to give David the 
opportunity to demonstrate 
why his lifetime leadership 
ban should be varied at an 
independent hearing and 
we amended our Code of 
Conduct accordingly,” the 
statement read.
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IMPRESSIVE PERFORMANCE
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Indian pacer Mohammed 
Siraj has become his coun-
try’s leading wicket-taker in 
ODIs this year. The 28-year-
old pacer accomplished this 
landmark during India’s sec-
ond ODI against Bangladesh 
in Dhaka on Wednesday. In 
the match, Siraj took two 
wickets, conceding a total of 
73 runs in his ten overs.

This year, the right-arm 
bowler has been impressive 
for India in colored clothing. 
In 14 ODI matches, he has 
taken 23 wickets at an aver-

age of 23.34, with an economy 
rate of 4.58. His best bowling 
figures this year are 3/29.

Behind Siraj is spinner Yuz-
vendra Chahal (21 wickets). 

Prasidh Krishna (19 wick-
ets) and Shardul Thakur (19 
wickets) are also two of Siraj’s 
closest rivals in the list.

In the overall list of top 
wicket-takers, Siraj is the 
joint-ninth highest wicket-
taker alongside Afghani-
stan’s Rashid Khan and GT 
Main of Scotland, who also 
have 23 scalps each. The lead-
ing wicket-taker in ODIs this 
year is Oman’s Bilal Khan, 
who has taken 43 wickets in 
16 matches at an average of 
16.86 and an economy rate 
of 4.90, with best bowling 
figures of 5/31.

Mohammed Siraj becomes India’s 
leading wicket-taker in ODIs this year

Star opener David Warner

India’s head coach Rahul Dravid with skipper Rohit Sharma.

Mohammed Siraj
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The Round of 16 
is now complete, 
and the final eight 

standing teams will now 
compete for a semi-finals 
position. Brazil and Croatia 
will lock horns at the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 in the 
quarter-finals on Friday.

It will mark just the fifth 
time these two football 
nations have played each 
other, and the third in the 
history of this competition. 
Brazil clinched a spot in 
the final eight with a com-
manding 4-1 win over Ko-
rea, leading at halftime by 
four goals.

Vinicius Jr, Neymar, 
Richarlison, and Lucas 
Paqueta all scored as Tite’s 
side dominated the first 45 
minutes. Paik Seung-ho 
grabbed one back with 15 
seconds remaining, but it 
was too late for the Kore-
ans.

Croatia entered the 
last-eight match having 

played an extra 30 min-
utes following a 1-1 draw 
inside 90 minutes in their 
round-of-16 clash with Ja-
pan. The 2018 runners-up 
triumphed on penalties, 
with goalkeeper Dominik 
Livakovi stopping three.

Of the four previous 

meetings between Croatia 
and Brazil, who holds the 
upper hand? Read to find 
out the exact head-to-head 
record between the two 
teams.

The last time these two 
sides met was in a friendly 
four years ago as they pre-

pared for the World Cup 
in Russia. Brazil was elim-
inated in the quarter-finals, 
while Croatia advanced 
to the final before being 
defeated by France. But 
it was the South Ameri-
cans who appeared ready 
for business in that June 

friendly, defeating their op-
ponents 2-0. Tite’s side had 
63 percent possession and 
nearly double the number 
of passes on the night, but 
it would take them until 
the 70th minute to break 
through.

It would come courtesy of 
none other than Neymar, 
who came on at halftime 
to offer them greater for-
ward presence. Roberto 
Firmino, who was not 
chosen for the tournament 
in Qatar, clinched the vic-
tory in stoppage time with 
a wonderful chip over the 
 keeper.

Croatia currently has a 
rebuilt back five, with De-
jan Lovren being the only 
player from that game to 
start their round-of-16 
match against Japan on 
Monday (5 December). 
Joko Gvardiol, 20, now 
partners him at the back 
and has had an outstand-
ing campaign thus far.

Midfield stalwart Luka 
Modric is an ever-present 
fixture for his national side 

and will lead them out on 
Friday.

The Brazilians have also 
changed their lineup in 
the last four years, and 
their firepower up top is 
unrivalled. In addition to 
Neymar, they have Vini-
cius Jr, Raphinha, and 
Richarlison, not to mention 
a plethora of talent on the 
bench.

The head-to-head record 
does not bode well for 
Croatia’s chances in the 
forthcoming quarter-final, 
with Brazil leading the se-
ries. The South Americans 
have won three of the four 
games they have played, 
with a friendly in 2005 
resulting in a draw. Two of 
their three triumphs have 
come in this competition, 
the first in 2006 and the 
second in the tournament’s 
opening game in 2014.

Croatia would need a 
historic first-ever win over 
Brazil to reach the World 
Cup semi-finals in 2022 
if they are to advance to  
the final four. 

QUARTER-FINALS

BRAZIL SET TO BATTLE IT OUT WITH 
CROATIA FOR SEMI-FINALS SPOT
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Brazil and Croatia will lock horns at the FIFA World Cup 2022 in the quarter-finals on Friday

As the two sides prepare for 
their quarter-final match, 
England defender Kyle 
Walker said that France su-
perstar Kylian Mbappe will 
not “stand in my way of win-
ning a World Cup.”

Mbappe, who has five goals 
in four games and is on track 
to win the Golden Boot in 
the ongoing FIFA World 
Cup 2022, returned to train-
ing with the France team on 
Wednesday after a recovery 
session separate from the 
squad on Tuesday. Walker 
has been dubbed England’s 
antidote to Mbappe’s attack-
ing danger, and the 32-year-
old refuses to “lay out the red 
carpet” for forward.

“I think the game’s not 
England vs Mbappe, it’s 
England vs France,” Walker 
told a press conference on 
Wednesday.

“We respect that he is a good 
player in good form, but I am 
not going to roll out a red car-
pet for him and tell him to go 
and score. I’m representing 
my country at the quarter-
final in a World Cup, it’s do 
or die really. If we lose, we go 
home. He’s not going to stand 
in my way of winning a World 
Cup for my country,” Walker 
said.

Walker has faced Mbappe 
four times in his career, each 
time when Manchester City 
faced Paris Saint-Germain in 

the Champions League.
“When we’ve played the 

four times against PSG for 
Man City in the Champions 
League, you’re not just think-
ing about Mbappe,” Walker 
added.

“I think it is exactly the 
same on Saturday. He’s a 
tool in their armoury that is 
very good, but there are other 
good players and we can’t 
underestimate them. [They 
have] players that have won 
big titles, won World Cups. 
So OK, he [Mbappe] is a great 
player, we know that - that is 
why all of the questions are 
about him,” said the England 
player. “But let’s not forget 
about Olivier Giroud, who 
has scored countless goals 
for France and in the Premier 
League. Ousmane Dembele, 
who for me is just as good on 
the other wing and a very 
tricky player. And then you 
have Antoine Griezmann - 
these players can cause you 
a problem,” he added. 

QUARTER-FINALS

Mbappe will not 
stand in my way of 
winning WC: Walker
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Following the team’s shock-
ing penalty shootout loss to 
Morocco in the round of 16 
at the World Cup in Qatar, 
Spain confirmed the resigna-
tion of Luis Enrique as coach 
on Thursday.

The former Barcelona 
manager, whose contract 
with Spain was slated to 
expire this month, accepted 
full responsibility for his 
team’s early exit from the 
tournament. The Span-
ish Football Association 
stated that Luis Enrique 
would be replaced by Luis 
de la Fuente, who manages 
Spain’s under-21 team. De 
la Fuente, 61, led Spain’s 
under-19 team to a Euro-
pean Championship title in 
2015 and the under-21s to 
the same title in 2019, while 
also coaching the squad 
that earned a silver medal 
in 2018.

“The RFEF would like 
to thank Luis Enrique and 
his entire coaching staff at 
the helm of the absolute na-
tional team in recent years. 
The RFEF has chosen Luis 
de la Fuente as the new 
national coach. The sport-
ing director, Jose Francisco 
Molina, has transferred 
a report to the president, 
Luis Rubiales, in which he 
recommends the coach to 
lead the new chapter that 
begins after the World Cup 
in Qatar. The RFEF board of 

directors must approve the 
appointment next Monday,” 
read a statement from the 
Spanish Football Associa-
tion as quoted by ESPN.

The news of Luis Enrique’s 
leaving is hardly surpris-
ing. Luis Enrique stated 
following Tuesday’s 0-0 
draw with Morocco that he 
would discuss his future 
with Spanish Football Fed-
eration head Luis Rubiales 
next week. However, the 
pressure on Luis Enrique 
grew, with supporters and 
national media asking for 
his resignation following 
what they called a fiasco.

Spain’s players wanted 
Luis Enrique to stay as the 
head coach and spoke out in 
his support.

Luis Enrique, 52, led Spain 
to the Euro 2020 semifinals 
and the Nations League 
championship in 2021, and 
he recently led La Roja to the 
last four of the 2023 Nations 
League.

The Spanish FA had of-
fered him a contract renewal 
prior to the World Cup, but 
Luis Enrique delayed mak-
ing a decision until after the 
event.

Spain had the World Cup’s 
third-youngest squad, with 
Gavi, 18, and Pedri, who 
turned 20 during the 
tournament, starting, and 
Alejandro Balde, 19, and 
20-year-old forwards Ansu 
Fati and Nico Williams on 
the bench.

SHOCKING LOSS 

Luis Enrique steps 
down as Spain 
coach after WC exit
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Kylian Mbappe 

The Indian cricket fraternity 
took to social media to hail 
Rohit Sharma for playing 
despite an injury and scor-
ing a valiant half-century 
in his side’s five-run loss to 
Bangladesh in the second 
ODI on Wednesday.

BCCI, the country’s gov-
erning body of the sport, 
took to social media to laud 
the skipper for stepping in 
during time of crisis despite 
his injury. “Gets hit Comes 
back for the team Walks in 
at No.9 in a run-chase Scores 
51*(28) to get us close to the 
target Take a bow captain! 
#TeamIndia | #BANvIND | 
@ImRo45,” tweeted BCCI.

Rohit’s Indian Premier 
League (IPL) franchise 
Mumbai Indians also took 
to Twitter to laud Rohit for 

his effort.
“Fought through pain. RE-

SPECT #OneFamily #BAN-
vIND@ImRo45,” tweeted 
MI’s official handle.

Even the star Indian T20 
batter and Rohit’s MI team-
mate Suryakumar Yadav, 
was in awe of the skipper’s 
determination and commit-
ment.

“Massive Respect bro @
ImRo45 #BANvsIND,” 
tweeted Suryakumar.

Indian spinner Yuzvendra 
Chahal also lauded Rohit for 
his superhuman effort that 
almost won India the match.

“ Ma s s ive  r e sp e c t  @
ImRo45 bhaiya,” tweeted 
Chahal.

Former Indian all-rounder 
Irfan Pathan also praised 
Rohit for his “gritty” knock.

“Gritty from @ImRo45 too 
giving everything despite 
the injury,” tweeted Rohit.

SECOND ODI
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Rohit’s half-century 
against Bangladesh 
despite injury hailed

The Football Federation of 
Portugal (FPF) on Thurs-
day refuted media claims 
that Cristiano Ronaldo 
threatened to abandon the 
national team during the 
World Cup after coach Fer-
nando Santos benched him 
for their round of 16 victory 
against Switzerland.

Ronaldo, Portugal’s most 
capped player and all-time 
leading scorer, was rested 
for their first knockout 
game against Switzerland 
on Tuesday, which they 
won 6-1, with his replace-
ment Goncalo Ramos scor-
ing a hat-trick. Ronaldo 
did make an appearance 
in the match when he was 
brought in as a late substi-
tute. “The Football Federa-
tion of Portugal (FPF) clari-
fies that at no time did the 
captain of the national team, 
Cristiano Ronaldo, threaten 
to leave the national team 
at any stage in Qatar,” said 
the federation as quoted by 
ESPN.

“The level of commitment 
of Portugal’s most capped 
international player was 
once again demonstrated ... 
in the victory against Swit-
zerland,” added FPF.

Ronaldo has struggled 

to find the net since scor-
ing from the penalty spot 
in Portugal’s group opener 
against Ghana when he 
became the first player to 
score in five World Cups.

Portugal are slated to face 

Morocco in the quarterfi-
nals for a place in the last 
four of the FIFA World Cup 
on Saturday.

The European side had 
finished on the top of the 
table of Group H with six 

points under their belt. 
However, it suffered a 0-2 
defeat against Uruguay in 
its final group-stage match.

South Korea were the oth-
er team from the group to 
advance from group H. 

LATE SUBSTITUTE
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PORTUGAL FA REFUTES CLAIMS OF RONALDO 
THREATENING TO LEAVE TEAM MIDWAY

GREAT CHALLENGE

JOS BUTTLER UNSURE OF TEST RETURN, TURNS ATTENTION TO 2023 WORLD CUP

England white-ball skipper 
Jos Buttler has said that he 
is unsure about his return 
to the national Test side and 
added that he is currently 
enjoying his challenging role 
of leading his nation in ODIs 
and T20Is.

Buttler led his side to ICC 
T20 World Cup triumph last 
month, with a win over Paki-
stan in final. In 57 Tests that 
he has played since his debut 
in 2014, Buttler has scored 
2,907 runs, with two centu-
ries and 18 fifties. In his most 
recent Test appearance dur-
ing the Ashes against Aus-
tralia, Buttler could score 
only 11 runs across both in-

nings of the fourth Test.
In the Ben Stokes-led Eng-

land side in the longer for-
mat, it is Ben Foakes who 
has solidified his status as 
England’s wicketkeeper.

On his return to Tests, the 
batter said as quoted by Sky 
Sports, “We will wait and 
see, I do not know for the 
minute, to be honest.”

“I am really enjoying what 
I am doing at the moment, 
and getting the opportunity 
to captain the white-ball 
teams has been a great chal-
lenge and really enjoyable,” 
he added.

The next thing that has 
Buttler and white-ball coach 
Matthew Mott’s attention in 
is the ICC Cricket World Cup 
2023, which will be held in 

India.
Leading upto it, England 

has three-match series 
against South Africa in 

January and then two home 
series against New Zealand 
and Ireland in September 
before the start of the mar-

quee cricketing event.
Buttler will be having 10 

matches to fully establish 
his England side, which has 
to fill shoes of Eoin Morgan 
and Ben Stokes, who have 
retired from international 
cricket and ODIs respec-
tively. “The attention turns 
to the 50-over World Cup 
and trying to think ahead 
and planning how we tackle 
that tournament. We have 
had a couple of retirements 
from the side, some stalwarts 
in Stokes and Morgan,” said 
Buttler.

“We have got to work out 
how we fill that hole and 
give guys the opportunity to 
take those positions up and 
look to build a balanced team 
ahead of the tournament,” he 

added.
Stokes, despite having re-

tired from 50-over format, 
has not closed the doors 
completely.

Ahead of Test series against 
Pakistan, the all-rounder 
had said, “Who knows how 
I might feel towards a World 
Cup at the time?”

He also revealed that the 
England Director of Cricket 
Rob Key had approached 
him after the side’s T20 
World Cup win.

“He pulled me to the 
side and as soon as he said 
‘50-over World Cup’ I just 
walked away,” said Stokes. 
“Who knows? At the mo-
ment, being out here (in Pak-
istan), my focus is solely on 
this series,” Stokes had said.

England white-ball skipper Jos Buttler 
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