
In Gujarat MakInG stand clear 

BjP Meet today, BhuPendra 
Patel to Be chosen leader 

don’t Portray 
relIGIous ProcessIons 
as source of rIots: sc

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) MLAs will meet today 
and formally make an an-
nouncement on the Chief 
Minister of Gujarat after the 
party registered a historic 
victory in the state assembly 
elections on Thursday. 

Chief Whip of BJP Pankaj 
Desai said that BJP’s Bhu-
pendra Patel has submit-
ted his resignation as Chief 
Minister of Gujarat. “Gov-
ernor Acharya Devvrat has 
accepted the resignation of 
the chief minister and his 
cabinet,” Desai said while 
speaking to the media in 
Gandhi Nagar on Friday. 

A meeting of all newly-
elected MLAs has been 
called on Saturday morning 

to formally elect the new 
chief minister of Gujarat. 
“The BJP Legislative Party 
meeting will be held at 10.00 
am on Saturday in Gandhi 
Nagar, and an official an-
nouncement regarding the 
chief minister of Gujarat will 
be made,” Desai said. 

Meanwhile, the parliamen-
tary board of BJP announced 
three observers for the elec-
tion of the leader of the legis-
lative party in Gujarat. 

Union Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh, Union Tribal 
Affairs Minister Arjun Mun-
da, and former Karnataka 
Chief Minister B S Yediy-
urappa have been appointed 
as the central observers, BJP

Don’t portray as if all re-
ligious processions are a 
source of riots, said the Su-
preme Court on Friday while 
dismissing a PIL seeking 
strict regulation of religious 
processions across the coun-
try. 

A bench of Chief Justice 
of India D.Y. Chandrachud 
and Justice P.S. Narasimha 
declined the plea saying it 
is a law and order issue and 
can be taken care of by the 
State police and the District 
Magistrates. The PIL filed by 
NGO Citizens for Justice and 
Peace demands guidelines 
to regulate religious pro-
cessions across the country 

where people brandish 
weapons. 

CJI Chandrachud said In-
dia’s cultural diversity varies 
from district to district and 
there can’t be uniform guide-
lines to regulate religious 
processions as he dismissed 
the PIL. 

Senior advocate C.U. Singh 
appearing for the NGO told 
the bench that processions 
are taken out brandishing 
swords, and firearms dur-
ing religious festivals. 

He contended that riots 
have become common dur-
ing such processions taken 
out during religious festivals. 

Why do we want to portray 
it that riots take place during 
festival sessions, asked the

‘Pak ranGers 
fIred 6-7 
rounds, no 
casualtIes’
Sri GanGanaGar: Six 
to seven rounds were 
fired on Border Security 
Force (BSF) personnel 
by the Pak rangers 
at the Sri Ganganagar 
district in rajasthan, 
BSF informed on Friday 
night. The, BSF, howev-
er, informed that there 
has been no casualty 
or injuries among the 
troops or farmers on the 
indian side. “Pak rang-
ers fired 6-7 rounds 
on BSF troops present 
ahead of BS Fence as 
Kisan guard along with 
five local farmers in 
anupgarh, Sec Srig-
anganagar, rajasthan. 
in retaliation, the BSF 
Kisan guard fired approx 
18 rounds on Pak rang-
ers. no injury, casualty 
to BSF or indian farm-
ers reported,” BSF said 
in a statement.

PM’s MeetInG 
wIth  
Governors, 
cMs on G20 
PresIdency
new Delhi: Prime 
Minister narendra Modi 
on Friday chaired a 
meeting of the Gover-
nors and chief ministers 
of states and lt Gover-
nors of Union Territories 
over video-conferencing 
to discuss aspects 
relating to india’s G20 
Presidency, said an 
official press release. 
The Prime Minister 
stated that india’s G20 
Presidency belongs to 
the entire nation, and is 
a unique opportunity.
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seekInG clarIfIcatIon 

sc notIce to 
centre on 
unIforM aGe of 
MarrIaGe for 
MuslIM GIrls

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day issued notice to the Cen-
tre on a petition filed by the 
National Commission for 
Women (NCW) to make the 
minimum age of marriage 
for Muslim girls the same as 
that of persons belonging to 
other religions. 

A bench of Chief Justice 
of India D.Y. Chandrachud 
and Justice P.S. Narasimha 
sought a response from the 
Centre within four weeks. 
The minimum age for mar-
riage in India

High tides

A man stands on Kasimedu fishing harbour being hit 
by the high tides due to the strong winds triggered 

by Cyclone Mandous, in Chennai on Friday. ANi

The India Meteoro-
logical Department 
(IMD) on Friday pre-

dicted that the maximum 
wind speed to cross up to 85 
kmph in view of the ‘Man-
dous Cyclone’ and has is-
sued a red alert. The three 
states given red alerts are 
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry 
and Andhra Pradesh. 

The officials also informed 
that under the cyclone’s in-
fluence most places over the 
north coastal Tamil Nadu 
and Puducherry are likely 
to have heavy to very heavy 
rainfall and extremely 
heavy rainfall at isolated 
places. 

Cyclone will continue to 

move west-northwestwards 
and cross north Tamilnadu, 
Puducherry and adjoin-
ing south Andhra Pradesh 
coasts b/w Puducherry and 
Sriharikota around Mahab-
alipuram as a cyclonic storm 
with a maximum sustained 
wind speed of 65-75 kmph 
gusting to 85 kmph during 
midnight, informed officials. 
“It is likely to reduce to 
Light to moderate rainfall 
at most places with heavy 
to very heavy rainfall at 
isolated places likely over 
north Tamil Nadu on 10th 
December 2022,” added the 
statement. 

In Tamil Nadu, in view 
of the cyclone Mandous 
maintaining its intensity of 
‘Severe Cyclonic Storm’ till 
early morning hours on Fri-

day, three districts of Tamil 
Nadu were given a red alert, 
informed officials.  The dis-
tricts that are on alert in-
clude Chengalpattu, Villu-
puram and Kancheepuram. 

A red alert has been is-
sued for 13 districts in Tamil 
Nadu for Friday, while six 
National Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) teams have 
been stationed. The cyclonic 
storm is situated approxi-
mately 420 km east-south-
east of Karaikal and 520 km 
southeast of Chennai.

Earlier, the Greater Chen-
nai Corporation issued pre-
cautionary measures and 
ordered to close all parks 
and playgrounds till further 
notice. 

The Greater Chennai Cor-
poration Commissioner 

had a discussion with offi-
cials regarding precaution-
ary measures to be taken 
in view Mandous Cyclone. 
Chennai Corporation also 
asked people not to visit 
beaches tomorrow and also 
asked them to park cars in 
open areas and not under 
trees.

All the schools and colleg-
es will be closed on Friday 
in Puducherry and Karaikal 
in view of cyclone Mandous, 
said Education Minister A 
Namassivayam. 

All shops on the beach 
were closed due to the cy-
clone alert while fishing 
boats were moored far off 
the beaches for safety. Am-
bulances have been also de-
ployed on the beachfront for 
emergency response.

Within a day of Congress se-
curing a majority in Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly elections, 
tensions started boiling over 
the Chief Ministerial candidate. 
While a high level team, repre-
senting the Congress high com-
mand hold series of meetings, the 
cracks in the Himachal Congress 
widened all through the day with 
demands and counter-demands.   

Supporters of Pratibha Singh 
gathered outside the Congress 
Shimla headquarters in huge 
numbers and demanded her ap-
pointment as the Chief Minister 
of the state. A supporter said 
that if she is not appointed the 
chief minister, it will be a “huge 
mistake” on the high command’s 
part. 

“If Congress has been able to get 
40 seats in the state, it is because 
of the leadership of Rani Pratibha 
Singh. The post of Chief Minister 
should only go to someone from 
the family of Virbhadra Singh. If 
it doesn’t happen, then it will be 
a huge mistake on the party of 

party high command,” she said.
Another supported claimed 

that if Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu 
would have been the state chief, 
Congress would have got only 
“15-16 seats”. 

“The royal family has developed 
the whole state. 

cyclone Mandous to landfall 
today, red alert In 3 states 

Political drama in Shimla, it’s Pratibha vs Sukhu for CM post 

on alert 

hIGh -stakes Battle 

 Administrations remain on high alert in Tamil Nadu, Andhra and Puducherry
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Chennai: in view of the 
cyclone Mandous main-
taining its intensity of 

‘Severe Cyclonic Storm’, the 
national Disaster response 
Force (nDrF) team were 
kept on standby in Chennai, 
informed officials on Friday. 

The officials added that 
the teams were ready 
with equipment so as to 
take note of any untoward 
incident. “nDrF is ready to 
face the Mandous Cyclone 
situation in Chennai. The 
nDrF team in

SHIMLA: Himachal Pradesh Con-
gress chief Pratibha Singh informed 
that they will be holding a meeting 
to decide upon the name of the Chief 
Minister of the hill state in the eve-
ning. 

“we will be holding a meeting in the 
evening and then deciding the name 

of the CM. There is no groupism 
and everybody is with us,” Pratibha 
Singh said hours after her state-
ment sparked a row of controversy. 
State President Pratibha Virbhadra 
Singh, in a  conversation with news 
agency, was seen hinting at her 
desire to be 

Chennai: Over 10 flights 
were cancelled at Chen-
nai airport due to adverse 
weather conditions arising 
due to cyclone Mandous, 
informed officials on Friday. 
a total of 13 flights arriv-
ing from and departing 
to various locations were 
cancelled. The officials also 
advised the general masses 

to check with the concerned 
airlines in view of the flights 
affected due to the extreme 
weather conditions. 

“Kindly take note of the Flight 
cancellations at Chennai intl 
airport on 09.12.2022 due to 
adverse weather conditions 
forecasted. Passengers are 
requested to check with

ShiMla: amid the political tensions 
in himachal Pradesh, Congress 
leader Sukhwinder Singh Sukhu 
refuted the claims of him being the 
chief minister candidate. 
while talking to reporters in Shimla, 
the Congress leader said “i am 
not a CM candidate. i am a disci-
plined soldier and worker of the 
Congress party and an Mla. Party 
high command’s decision will be 

final”. Congress Mla harshvardhan 
Chauhan also said that the final 
decision will be taken by the party 
high command. 

“whatever decision the Congress 
high command takes, we will accept 
it. we will put forward our sugges-
tions, but the decision will be taken 
according to the opinion of the 
elected Mlas,” he said. 

NDRF on standby in Chennai

No groupism in Congress: Pratibha 

Over 10 flights cancelled

‘I’m not a CM candidate’, says Sukhu 
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Himachal Pradesh Congress chief Pratibha Singh, party leader Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu after the Congress Legislature Party meeting.

Vikas Walker, father of Shraddha Walkar, who was alleg-
edly brutally murdered, demanded the death penalty for 
accused Aaftab Poonawalla while also alleging that he 
faced “many problems” because of the Vasai Police. 

Vikas alleged that if the Vasai Police had helped him, 
“Shraddha would have been alive”. However, he added that 
Delhi Police has assured his family
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shraddha Murder case

shraddha’s father deMands 
death Penalty for aaftaB 

Aaftab: I am fine, police 
gets 14-day judicial custody

Delhi’s Saket court on Friday extended the judicial custody 
of Aaftab Poonawala for the next 14 days. He was produced 
through video conferencing (VC). 

Link Magistrate Sana Khan extended the judicial custody 
of Aaftab Amin Poonawala for the next 14 days after hearing 
the submissions of Delhi police in chamber proceedings. 
He is likely to be produced on 23 December. 

Delhi police sought an extension of judicial custody and 
submitted that investigations were
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By The People ON THE RADAR

GAUTAM LAHIRI

DEFEAT IN 
GUJARAT, 
GEHLOT UNDER 
PRESSURE
Is there any relation 
between election 
results of Gujarat and 
Himachal Pradesh? 
Unlikely one. But for 
many in Congress 
the poll-results have 
brought some different 
connotations. For Gu-
jarat polls, Rajasthan 
Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot was the in 
charge while his bete 
noire Sachin Pilot was 
made the same for 
Himachal Pradesh. As 
Congress has wrested 
Himachal and has 
suffered a humiliat-
ing defeat in Gujarat, 
Pilot camp is visibly 
euphoric. The whis-
per campaigning has 
begun to make Pilot 
the chief minister of 
Rajasthan once again. 
The pressure is on 
Gehlot, especially fol-
lowing the resignation 
of his close confidant 
Raghu Sharma from 
the organizational 
responsibility. Some 
congress leaders have 
started asking that 
bucks should stop at 
Ghelot's door, and not 
elsewhere. 

CREDIT GOES 
TO RAHUL, NOT 
PRIYANKA? 
It was only Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra from 
Gandhi family who 
campaigned exten-
sively in Himachal 
Pradesh. However, 
even after an emphatic 
victory in Himachal, a 
section of Congress 
leaders in the state 
has refused to give 
credit to the Gandhi 
scion. Some have gone 
little far saying that it 
was Rahul Gandhi’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra that 
had the real impact in 
galvanizing the party 
at the grassroots. This 
is being said even 
though Rahul did not 
campaign in Himachal 
at all.  

ON LALU’S 
ADVICE, 
CONGRESS 
APPOINTS BIHAR 
CHIEF
Lalu Prasad Yadav 
still calls the shot…
even when he is lying 
on a hospital bed in 
Singapore. Lalu and 
RJD had have a bad 
equation with for-
mer PCC President 
Madan Mohon Jha 
who ignored RJD on 
many occasions. RJD 
made an allegation 
to Sonia Gandhi that 
PCC President is try-
ing to poach some of 
local RJD workers into 
Congress. Recently 
Rajya Sabha MP Akh-
ilesh Prasad Singh 
was appointed as PCC 
President removing 
Jha. In Patna power 
corridors all know that 
Akhilesh is very close 
to Lalu Prasad Yadav. 
Now Bihar PCC will 
have to work under 
the guidance of RJD 
leadership.

ANALYSIS 

ANALYSIS

T he victory of the Bhartiya 
Janta Party in Gujarat was 
well-being projected in ad-

vance when AAP has begun its 
presence in the Gujarat election 
with a hyper campaigning. Even 
after the polling, the victory of the 
BJP in Gujarat was estimated to 
be a huge victory in the last two 
decades, as several exit polls posit 
their data. However, the reason 
for this estimated victory of the 
BJP before polling was more at-
tested to the division of Non-BJP 
voters due to AAP’s entry into the 
scene while making the fight in 
Gujarat a ‘triangular fight’ with 
Congress remaining as the major 
contender. 

Although the development and 
people’s attachment to BJP --rea-
sons for winning the election - 
were not given much priority by 
many analysts before the election 
result. But the result of the grand 

victory of the BJP shows that 
the party has gained very little 
from the prioritized cause-- the 
division of non-BJP voters amid 
AAP’s entry into the competition 
--of winning the election in 2022. 
As the vote sharing of parties is 
concerned, a vote swing takes 
place from Congress to AAP with 
less than a 13 per cent of margin 
whereas, the vote swing from BJP 
to other parties as expected due to 
a ‘triangular fight’ got dismissed 
and BJP, on the other hand, 
gained its vote share in compari-
son to the previous election.

So, the Modi factor, the matter 
of Gujarat’s pride, satisfaction 
from the development, the coura-
geous work of karyakartas and 
the unavailability of other options 
in Gujarat remain strong reasons 
for the grand victory of the BJP 
in Gujarat. The success of the BJP 
in Gujarat was an easy one being 
Gujarat a bastion of BJP’s politics 
but such a grand triumph this 

time could only be attested with 
the contribution of PM Modi or 
the Modi factor while he did more 
than 31 rallies during the election. 
PM Modi remains a prime figure 
in leading BJP’s campaign and did 

more than 100 KM roadshows 
despite being a state election. He 
even visited his home state many 
times in the last six months and 
it all begins after Uttar Pradesh’s 
assembly election result. He is the 

most popular leader in India and 
being from Gujarat PM Modi is 
being loved as a pride of Gujarat 
by the Gujrati people. This is the 
factor that BJP utilized beautifully 
in this election to win the elec-
tion. He recalled the avoidance 
and disrespect of Gujarat and its 
leaders in history by the Congress 
and puts up the cause for Gujarati 
pride among the common masses. 
The people really voted for BJP in 
vast numbers on the same line to 
feel and assert their presence in 
the nation’s building as a pride.

One could imagine the possibil-
ity of an anti-incumbency factor 
as the party ruled for consecu-
tive 27 years in Gujarat but at the 
ground level, the result proves 
completely otherwise. Even the 
voting turnover also appears to be 
low in comparison to the last elec-
tion. The reason is very clear in 
the sense that people have a very 
similar opinion with the develop-
ment that BJP brought in Gujarat. 

Many Gujrati believes that the 
performance of the BJP govern-
ment in terms of overall gover-
nance is outstanding and they also 
attested to the fact that drinking 
water facility, roads, availabil-
ity of electricity, and condition of 
government school and hospitals 
have improved drastically in the 
last five years. The people of Gu-
jrat have given a mandate to BJP’s 
Double-Engine model of gover-
nance which is even applicable to 
BJP in many other states as well. 
The success of good governance 
for the BJP not only helped the 
party in retaining its old voters 
rather it also engaged success-
fully in gaining Patidar voters 
who were not happy with the rul-
ing party in the previous election. 
Therefore, the reasons for BJP’s 
triumph overall lie in its own past 
success with the PM Modi fac-
tor rather than a division among 
Non-BJP due to AAP’s entry into 
the scene. 

Out of the 68 winning can-
didates in the Himachal 
Pradesh assembly elec-
tions, 28 (41%) candidates 
have declared criminal 
cases against themselves, 
and 12 (18%) winning can-
didates have declared seri-
ous criminal cases against 
themselves, as per a report 
by the Himachal Pradesh 
Election Watch and the As-
sociation for Democratic 
Reforms (ADR). The find-
ings were based on the 
self-sworn affidavits of all 
winning candidates in the 
Himachal Pradesh assem-
bly elections.

One winning candidate 
has declared a case re-
lated to murder (IPC Sec-
tion-302) against himself, 
and one winning candidate 
has declared cases related 
to crimes against women.

23 (58%) out of 40 win-
ning candidates from the 
INC and 5 (20%) out of 25 
winning candidates from 

the BJP have declared 
criminal cases against 
themselves in their affida-
vits. Nine (23%) out of 40 
winning candidates from 
the INC and three (12%) 
out of 25 winning candi-
dates from the BJP have 
declared serious criminal 
cases against themselves 
in their affidavits. Out of 
the 68 winning candidates 
analysed, 63 (93%) are cro-
repatis. 38 (95%) of the 40 
INC candidates, 22 (88%) 

of the 25 BJP candidates, 
and 3 (100%) independent 
winning candidates have 
declared assets worth more 
than Rs 1 crore.

The average of assets per 
winning candidates in the 
Himachal Pradesh Assem-
bly Elections 2022 is Rs 
13.26 crore. The average of 
assets per MLA in the Hi-
machal Pradesh Assembly 
Elections 2017 was Rs 8.88 
crore. The average assets 
per winning candidate for 

40 INC winning candidates 
is Rs 14.25 crore, 25 BJP 
winning candidates is Rs 
12.42 crore and 3 Indepen-
dent winning candidates 
have average assets worth 
Rs 7.09 crore.

16 (24%) winning candi-
dates have declared their 
educational qualification 
to be between the 10th 
and 12th grade, while 52 
(76%) winning candidates 
have declared having an 
educational qualification 

of graduate and above. 29 
(43%) winning candidates 
have declared their age to 
be between 25 and 50 years, 
while 38 (56%) winning 
candidates have declared 
their age to be between 51 
and 80 years, and 1 winning 
candidate has declared his 
age to be 82 years.

Out of 68 winning candi-
dates analysed, Only 1 win-
ner candidate is a woman. 
In 2017, out of 68 MLAs, 4 
(6%) were women.

MODI FACTOR AND GOOD GOVERNANCE LEAD TO 
BJP'S HISTORIC VICTORY IN GUJARAT 

IN HIMACHAL, 12 WINNING CANDIDATES HAVE 
SERIOUS CRIMINAL CASES AGAINST THEM
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ANALYSIS 

IN HIMACHAL PRADESH

Gujarat has made electoral history after 
returning BJP for a seventh consecu-
tive election. It gave the party more than 
50% of the popular vote and 156 seats 
in the House with a thumping majority. 
This victory was sure about the pride of 
Gujarati and its heavy leaders leading 
the country on many fronts along with a 
scenario of creating room for a new politi-
cal party to enter the opposition.

The important takeaways from the 
2022 election are Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s powerful, undiminished grip 
over his home state. The outcome of the 
election also suggests that some voters 
are willing to accept an “outsider” and 
are rejecting the tattered Congress. Amit 
Shah, the union home minister, was one 
of several BJP leaders who dismissed the 
Aam Aadmi Party, claiming that Gujarat 
had never allowed for a third front and 
that the conflict would only include the 
BJP and the Congress. The AAP won five 
seats, two of them taken from the BJP 
and two from the Congress, all in rural 

Saurashtra, the peninsular belt that has 
shaped Gujarat’s political trajectory. On 
December 5, after the polls closed, state 
BJP president CR Patil had predicted that 
the AAP “would not get a single seat.” In 
central Gujarat, where it ran against the 
incumbent Bharatiya Tribal Party candi-
date, it won its fifth seat. However, Prime 
Minister Modi remained the overarching 
figure in the 2017 and 2022 campaigns 
that sway voters to give such a huge 

mandate to BJP this time. Last time, the 
Patidar quota agitation and the agrar-
ian community’s discontent had ben-
efited Congress but this time, PM Modi 
connected the Assembly triumph to his 
need for a means of returning to power as 
prime minister in 2024, and it resonated 
among many people that allow them to 
vote for BJP. On another side, AAP splits 
the anti-BJP vote in 2022, which was one 
of the major causes for Congress’s shrink 

from 41 per cent to 27.28 per cent with 
only 17 seats this time.

The election also demonstrates that 
Gujarati voters, regardless of party af-
filiation, are open to new, talented, and 
youthful leaders. Leaders like Hardik 
Patel, Alpesh Thakor, and Jignesh Mev-
ani, the three persons who represented 
the Congress victory in 2017, won this 
time despite circumstances that were 
unfavourable to them within their re-
spective parties. Similarly, Anant Patel 
led the demonstrations against the Par 
Tapi Narmada Yojana and Dhavalsinh 
Zala due to which BJP renegades him 
from the party, and won as an inde-
pendent candidate while outperform-
ing the AAP contenders. Despite such 
turmoil in the internal politics of BJP 
while pouting former ministers who 
were withdrawn from the race, “Modi’s 
30 electoral rallies and Shah’s micro-
management” resolved all of the party’s 
problems. 

Whereas on the other hand, the fig 
leaf crumbled over Congress, with trib-
als rejecting it, stalwarts losing, and the 

party’s vote percentage falling to its low-
est level ever. In the most isolated tribal 
areas of south and northern Gujarat, 
“Kejriwal” and his promise of “free en-
ergy, free healthcare, and free education” 
was a talking topic, whilst the Congress’ 
Rs 500-LPG bottle was not.

Amid the grand victory of BJP, it was 
the AAP that ranked Number two, dis-
lodging the Grand Old Party in not less 
than 30 seats, giving space to a nascent 
party in Gujarat for enlisting in the Na-
tional Party list. 

Although its four top leaders, includ-
ing its state president Gopal Italia and 
its chief ministerial candidate Isudan 
Gadhvi, lost the election.

In front of BJP’s success in Gujarat 
with such a large mandate, Congress 
leader Ashok Gehlot who was in charge 
of Gujarat could never able to replace 
leaders who could give a tight fight to 
BJP. If ever congress thinks of giving 
any credit to Rahul Gandhi for its 41.4 
vote share in the previous election need 
to pause as the Yatra failed to find any 
presence in Gujarat this time.

Gujarat victory exhibits minimal acceptance of outsiders 

Vikramaditya 
Singh refutes claims 
of ‘resort politics’ 

Congress leader Vikra-
maditya Singh on Friday, 
said that the MLAs will 
be taking a call regarding 
the new Chief Minister 
and refuted claims of “re-
sort politics” being done 
in Himachal Pradesh. 
Talking to the report-
ers, after coming out of 
the Congress Legislature 
Party meeting in Oberoi 
Cecil Hotel, the son of the 
former Congress CM said, 
“The MLAs will take a call, 
and whatever they will de-
cide, will be in the favour 
of the state.” 

Wh e n  a s ke d  a b o u t 
the claims of Congress 
MLA Sukhwinder Singh 
S u k h u  h av i n g  s o m e 
MLAs with him, he said 
“I’m not aware of it”. 
Responding to Rajeev 
S h u k l a ’s  s t a t e m e n t 
about a meeting with 

the elected MLAs, the 
Congress leader said, 
“There will be discussion 
and due deliberation.” 
Congress state in-charge 
Rajeev Shukla, while com-
ing out of the hotel said 
that they are waiting for 
the MLAs, for conduct-
ing the meeting with the 
MLAs.

“No multiple rounds of 
meetings have taken place. 
We are only waiting for the 
MLAs to arrive here, and 
once they come, we will 
have the meeting,” he said. 
Earlier also Shukla had 
said that the party will 
hold a meeting with all 
the MLAs, and a reso-
lution will be passed. 
“All the MLAs are reach-
ing here, and when they 
will reach here, we will 
have a meeting, where a 
resolution will be passed 
to authorize the party high 
command,” he had said.

TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

Prty wise Percentage of winning 
candidates with criminal cases

Percentage of crorepati MLAs 
in 2017  and 2022
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20%
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The Delhi Police has booked 
two juveniles under rel-
evant sections of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) for alleg-
edly stabbing a 17-year-old 
boy in the Bhagirathi Vihar 
area of the national capital 
on Monday, it informed on 
Friday. In an official state-
ment, the police said that 
at around 9.30 pm on 5 
December, a boy aged 17 
years was stabbed by two 
juveniles, both of around 

17 years of age, in the Bha-
girathi Vihar area. Both the 
victim and the two accused 
persons are school-going 
children who hail from the 
same locality.

Upon receiving the infor-
mation, the police immedi-
ately registered a case un-
der sections 307 (Attempt 
to murder) and 34 (Acts 
done by several persons in 
furtherance of common in-
tention) of the IPC and ap-
prehended the two accused 
juveniles. 

Calling Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) corrupt, BJP leader 
Majinder Singh Sirsa de-
manded the expulsion 
of Delhi Commission of 
Women (DCW) Chairper-
son Swati Maliwal with im-
mediate effect.

He also said that he will 
approach the Lt. Governor 
of Delhi if Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal doesn’t 
put into his demands. He 

said that the whole party of 
Arvind Kejriwal is corrupt 
from top to bottom and has 
come to power with the 
ulterior motive of earning 
money. He said that the 
DCW Chairperson Mali-
wal has recruited people 
from her family and party 
into the commission on 
which the court has framed 
charges against her. Calling 
the charges against her as 
“serious”, he said, “This 
proves that the whole party 

of Arvind Kejriwal is cor-
rupt. Everyone, from top to 
bottom has been involved 
in making money and they 
have come to power with 
the only motive of making 
money.”

He even challenged Ar-
vind Kejriwal to dismiss 
her as the DCW chairper-
son saying that the Delhi 
CM won’t be able to do so 
since he is directly involved 
in these monetary transac-
tions.

Amid the ongoing winter 
session of the parliament, 
Union Law Minister Kiren 
Rijiju on Friday took a jibe 
at the opposition over the 
Congress’ adjournment 
motion notice on the Cen-
tre’s confrontation with 
the judiciary and said that 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) respects all institu-
tions of the country.

“We aren’t like the Con-
gress party that overturns 

everything and captures 
institutions. BJP respects all 
institutions of the country,” 
said Union Law Minister 
Kiren Rijiju. 

His remarks came af-
ter Congress MP Manish 
Tewari gave an adjourn-
ment motion notice in Lok 
Sabha to discuss “the con-
frontation with the judi-
ciary brought to the fore by 
recent statements made by 
various Government func-
tionaries, including the 
Union Law Minister.”

As a rescue operation 
to save an eight-year-
old stuck at 55-feet of a 
400-feet deep borewell 
in Mandavi village of 
Madhya Pradesh’s Betul 
district crossed 65 hours 
on Friday, the boy’s fam-
ily raised questions and 
demanded immediate 
results.

Tanmay’s mother, Jyoti 
Sahu said: “Give me my 
child, whatever it may be. 
Would it have taken so 
much time even if it was 
a child of a leader or an 
officer?” “So much time 
has passed, and they are 

not saying anything. Not 
even allowing me to see.

“ Th r e e  d ays  h ave 
passed, citing two to four 
more hours. Tanmay fell 
on Tuesday and now it is 
Friday. I don’t want any-
thing, take out my son. 
I want to see my child 
once, whatever it may 
be, just take him out,” 
the mother sounded 
desperate. Other fam-

ily members of Tanmay, 
who has been unrespon-
sive since Thursday, also 
raised questions about 
the work of the adminis-
tration. His schoolmates, 
meanwhile, have been 
chanting Gayatri Mantra 
for the well-being of their 
Class 3 student.

Providing an update, 
Betul Additional District 
Magistrate (ADM) Shya-

mendra Jaiswal said, 
“We have completed the 
digging to 45 feet and 
now will dig a horizontal 
tunnel which has been 
started. There were hard 
rocks in the way which 
were broken with the 
help of machines.

“But now we have 
reached near the child 
and it is a very sensitive 
situation so now it will 
be dug manually and will 
try to reach near the boy.”

Tanmay fell into the 
borewell while playing 
in the farm around 5 pm 
on December 6 and the 
rescue operation started 
within the next hour.

Delhi Police books 2 
juveniles for killing teenager

SIRSA DEMANDS EXPULSION OF DCW 
CHAIRPERSON OVER CORRUPTION CHARGES

BJP respects all institutions 
of the country: Kiren Rijiju 

AS CHILD RESCUE OPERATION CROSSES 
65 HRS, MOTHER TURNS DESPERATE

ELECTION BATTLE

Jana Sena Party president 
Pawan Kalyan on Friday hit 
out at Yuvajana Shramika 
Rythu Congress Party (YS-
RCP) saying that the colour 
of his election vehicle for 
the 2024 campaign has be-
come an issue now, in addi-
tion to the many hindrances 
placed on him earlier.

Earlier Pawan Kalyan 
unveiled a vehicle named 
‘Varahi’ for the election 
battle. “Varahi’ is ready for 
Election Battle!,” tweeted 
Pawan Kalyan sharing a 
video and a picture of the 
vehicle.

Several YSRCP lead-
ers raised objections over 
the colour of the vehicle 
launched by the Jana Sena 
Chief, which is olive green 
and represents the armed 
forces.

In a tweet today, Kalyan 

said that first his films 
were stopped then in Vi-
sakhapatnam he was not 
allowed to come out of his 
hotel room and now the 
colour of his vehicle has be-
come an issue.

“1st you have stopped my 

films; in Visakhapatnam U 
didn’t let me come out of 
the vehicle & hotel room & 
forced me to leave the city. 
In Mangalagiri U didn’t let 
my car go out, then didn’t let 
me walk & now the color of 
vehicle has become an issue. 
OK, shall I stop breathing?? 
Next..,” tweeted Kalyan. 
He added, “Am I allowed 
to wear this shirt ‘YCP’? At 
least...??”

On Thursday, Andhra 
Pradesh Additional Trans-
port Commissioner Prasad 
Rao said that Jana Sena Par-
ty president Pawan Kalyan 
is not supposed to use the 
olive green colour vehicle.

JANA SENA CHIEF PAWAN KALYAN HITS OUT AT 
YSRCP OVER COLOUR OF HIS VEHICLE ISSUE
TDG NETWORK
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IN WEST BENGAL 

IN GOA 

PROBE UNDERWAY SERIOUS CHARGES TAKING JIBE

A woman officer of the 
West Bengal Fisheries De-
partment was physically 
assaulted at Udang 2 gram 
panchayat area of Amta I 
Block in Howrah district 
during an inspection of 
AWASPLUS scheme in the 
area on Thursday.

An FIR has been lodged 
at Amta Police Station in 
this regard and the accused 
has been taken into custody. 
The incident has created a 
furore in the political circles 
of West Bengal with Leader 
of Opposition Suvendu 
Adhikari condemning the 
incident. Terming the inci-
dent as shameful, Adhikari 
tweeted, “Shameful ! Gov-
ernment Official; who’s 
also a Lady, gets beaten up 
by TMC goons during In-
spection for the PMAY-G 
Scheme. Kindly note that 
the Official correspondence 
mentions “PMAY-G” as 
“AWAS PLUS”. WB Govt 
is still reluctant to use the 

words - “Pradhan Man-
tri”.@girirajsinghbjp”.

“Smt Somdatta Dasgupta; 
Fishery Extension Officer 
of Amta I Block had to face 
such unacceptable & highly 
condemnable situation 
because she may not have 
been willing to approve the 
corrupt demands of TMC 
leaders, who might have 
insisted to allocate housing 
units to the undeserving,” 
added Adhikari in another 
tweet.

Fisheries Extension Offi-
cer Somdatta Dasgupta was 
assaulted when she went to 
verify names in Awas Yoja-
na list along with two other 

employees of the depart-
ment in East Gazipur area 
of Udang 2 gram panchayat.

The team was allegedly as-
saulted when they went to 
the house of Shankari Kaule 
and tried to click pictures of 
the house. The officer and 
her team were asked by her 
son Nirapada Kaule to de-
lete the pictures, but when 
they refused, they were al-
legedly assaulted by him. 
Later, the officer and her 
team identified themselves 
as government officials and 
lodged a complaint with 
Amta Police Station. Police 
have arrested the accused 
and he will be produced in 
Uluberia Court on Friday.

“I request the Superin-
tendent of Police; Howrah 
Rural District to arrest the 
perpetrators immediately 
and provide security to the 
Government Officials who 
are discharging their du-
ties, so that the TMC thugs 
can’t harass or assault them 
physically”, tweeted Su-
vendu. 

A murder convict who was 
on the run for the last 15 years 
after escaping from jail ran 
out of luck after Goa Crime 
Branch Police identified and 
arrested him at Purba Medi-
nipur district in West Bengal.

The convict had changed 
his date of birth with the 
date of his escape from pris-
on and was found working 
at a hotel in Goa, the police 
said on Friday. Officials said 
that the man, identified as 
Jackson Dadel, a resident of 
Bhatlem, was among the two 
convicts held for the murder 
of Godwin DSliva, a resident 
of Altinho at Caranzalem on 

April 23, 2005. A case under 
IPC sections 449, 302, and 
34 was registered at Panaji 
Town Police Station and 
both of them were arrested 
and sent to judicial remand 
to Margao jail.

On September 16, 2007, 
both Jackson Dadel and oth-
er the accused, identified as 
Rudolph Gomes, were con-
victed by Additional Sessions 
Court, Panaji for stabbing to 
death Godwin DSilva.

Before the sentence could 
be awarded, both Jackson 
Dadel and Rudolph Gomes, 
along with 12 other accused 
broke open the jail gates of 
the judicial lock-up in Mar-
gao, assaulted the jail guards, 

confined them in the lock-up, 
and escaped.

Based on this, a case under 
IPS sections 224, 323, and 342 
IPC was registered at Margao 
Police station, and the police 
were searching for the ac-
cused since then.

“We received a tip-off about 
the presence of the accused, 
Jackson Dadel, in Digha 
Town of Purba Medinipur 
district in West Bengal - 
about 200 kilometers from 
Kolkata, and on the basis 
of which a team of Crime 
Branch police led by DySP 
Suraj Halankar, was sent 
there and apprehended him,” 
the police said in a statement 
on Friday.

Woman officials assaulted 
during inspection in Howrah, 
LoP Suvendu calls for arrest 

On the run, Panaji murder 
convict nabbed in WB
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DIRECTION

The National Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 
has written to the chief secretar-

ies of all states and union territories and 
directed them to conduct a detailed in-
quiry of all recognized madrasas admit-
ting non-Muslim children.

The NCPCR also recommended the 
Chief Secretaries to admit all non-Mus-
lim students in the said Madrasas to for-
mal schools subsequent to the inquiry 
besides the mapping of all unmapped 
madrasas. The letter undersigned by 
Chairperson-NCPCR Priyank Kanoon-
go on Thursday said based on various 
complaints received, “...it is noted that 
children belonging to Non-Muslim 
community are attending Government 
funded/ Recognised Madrasas.”

Madrasas, as institutions, are primar-
ily responsible for imparting religious 
education to children. They are of three 
types “Recognised Madrasas”, “Unrec-
ognised Madrasas” and “Unmapped 

Madrasas”. The Commissions letter 
said: “However, it is also learnt that 
those Madrasas which are funded by 
the Government or recognised by the 
Government are imparting both reli-
gious and to some extent formal edu-
cation to children,”“Further, it is also 
learnt by the Commission that some 
State/UT Government/s are providing 
them with scholarships too.

“This is a clear-cut violation and 
contravention of Article 28(3) of the 
Constitution of India which prohibits 
educational institutions from obligat-
ing children to take part in any religious 
instruction, without the consent of par-
ent. “It is pertinent to mention that the 
Constitution of India makes it an obliga-
tion of the State to provide free and com-
pulsory education to all children with-
out any discrimination or prejudice and 
ensure that children go to neighborhood 
schools for availing formal education as 
per Section 6 of the RTE Act, 2009.”

The statutory body constituted under 
a Commission for Protection of Child 

Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005, aimed at 
protecting child rights, said: “Conduct 
a detailed inquiry of all Government 
Funded/Recognized Madrasas who 
are admitting Non- Muslim children in 
your State/UT. “The inquiry should in-
clude physical verification of children 
attending such Madrasas. “Subsequent 
to the inquiry, admit all such children in 
schools for availing formal education.

It also ordered undertaking of “Map-
ping of all Unmapped Madrasas in your 
State/UT and admit any/all children 
into Schools for availing formal educa-
tion with immediate effect.”

The Action Taken Report by the states 
and UTs were to be shared with the 
Commission within 30 days from De-
cember 8, 2022. The NCPCR letter re-
ferred to the Constitution (Eighty-sixth 
Amendment) Act, 2002 wherein Arti-
cle 21- A, mentions providing of free and 
compulsory education of all children in 
the age group of six to fourteen years as 
a Fundamental Right in such a manner 
as the State may, by law, determine.

CONDUCT INQUIRY ON 
MADRASAS ADMITTING 
NON-MUSLIM STUDENTS: NCPCR
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

LOP Suvendu Adhikari 

Jana Sena chief Pawan Kalyan 

Rescue operation continues on Friday.

TOP OF THE DAY

PM MODI PRAYS 
FOR SONIA 
GANDHI'S HEALTH 
ON HER BIRTHDAY
NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Friday wished the 
chairperson of the United 
Progressive Alliance 
(UPA) Sonia Gandhi on 
her birthday. PM Modi 
took to Twitter and said: 

“Birthday greetings to Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi Ji. Praying 
for her long and healthy 
life.” On Thursday, the 
former president of Con-
gress arrived in Jaipur as 
the party’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra is passing through 
Rajasthan, party leaders 
said. Former Congress 
president Sonia Gandhi 
is on a two-day tour of 
Rajasthan, and after ar-
riving at Jaipur airport on 
Thursday afternoon, she 
flew to Sawai Madhopur 
in a helicopter.

CBI FILES 
CHARGESHEET 
AGAINST 8 IN 
PAPER LEAK CASE
NEW DELHI: The Central 
Bureau of Investigation on 
Friday filed a chargesheet 
against eight accused in 
an ongoing investigation 
of a case related to the al-
leged leakage of question 
paper of an examination 
conducted by Arunachal 
Pradesh Public Service 
Commission for the post 
of Assistant Engineer 
(Civil). CBI had registered 
a case in October on 
the request of Govt of 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
further notification from 
Govt of India transferring 
the investigation of a case 
registered in the Itanagar 
Police Station Case dated 
10 September.

'22,500 INDIAN 
NATIONALS 
RETURNED FROM 
UKRAINE'
NEW DELHI: Union 
Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs and Culture 
Meenakashi Lekhi on 
Friday informed the Lok 
Sabha that around 22,500 
Indian nationals, mostly 
students, returned from 
Ukraine since February 
1 in the wake of Russia-
Ukraine war. Meenakashi 
said in Lok Sabha, “All 
Indian citizens willing 
to return to India were 
evacuated from Ukraine 
under ‘Operation Ganga’, 
90 evacuation flights were 
operated at the Govern-
ment of India’s cost”. 

'OVER 8,000 
INDIANS LODGED 
IN FOREIGN JAILS'
NEW DELHI: Over 8,000 
Indians are currently 
imprisoned in foreign jails 
and out of these 4,389 are 
lodged in Gulf countries, 
Union Minister of State for 
External Affairs V Mura-
leedharan said on Friday. 

“As per the information 
available with the Ministry, 
the number of Indian 
prisoners, including un-
der-trials, in foreign jails 
at present is 8441, out of 
which 4,389 are lodged 
in jails of Gulf countries,” 
MoS Muraleedharan said 
in response to a question 
in Lok Sabha. MoS said 
that under the Agreement 
on Transfer of Sentenced 
Persons (TSP), which was 
signed on 23 November, 
2011, Indian nationals 
lodged in UAE prisons 
can be transferred to In-
dia to serve the remainder 
of their sentence.
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IN THE COURTS
SC CRITICISES 
UPSC OVER ISSUES 
RELATING TO 
NAGALAND DGP
NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Friday criticized 
the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) over 
the process of appoint-
ment of Nagaland DGP and 
refused to give 60 days time 
for convening the Empanel-
ment Committee Meeting 
for preparation of a panel of 
officers for making appoint-
ments to the post. 
A bench led by Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud 
said that UPSC is duty-bound 
to comply with the order of 
the Court. The court also 
set December 19, 2022, 
as a deadline for taking a 
decision. The court said that 
the formalities are to be un-
dertaken by the UPSC, MHA, 
and the State. 

DELHI HC DIRECTS 
COMMISSIONER OF 
POLICE TO FURNISH 
SOP FOLLOWED IN 
ACCIDENT CASES
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High 
Court on Friday directed 
the Commissioner of Police 
(CP) to place on record the 
standard operating proce-
dure (SOP), if any, followed in 
the cases of road accidents. 
The high court sought the 
information in a case of 
drunken driving by the driver 
of a rented cab in which the 
petitioner’s son was travelling 
and died in the accident. Jus-
tice Prathiba M Singh sought 
information on the plea which 
alleged that the petitioner’s 
son hired a rented cab from a 
company and the driver was 
drunk. The bench directed the 
CP to place on record the SOP 
within six weeks.

STUDENT MOVES 
SC DEMANDING 
COMPENSATION 
FOR OBSCENE 
YOUTUBE ADS
NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Friday dismissed a 
plea filed by a person seeking 
Rs 75 lakh compensation 
from YouTube for allegedly 
carrying sexually explicit ad-
vertisements which distracted 
him during the preparation for 
the Madhya Pradesh Police 
exam. A bench of Justices 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and Abhay 
S Oka slammed petitioner 
Anand Kishor Choudhary for 
filing an “atrocious” petition 
and imposed a cost of Rs 
25,000 on him. The petitioner 
could have chosen not to 
watch the advertisements, 
said the apex court.
It said that such petitions are 
an utter waste of judicial time.
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Congress State President Prat-
ibha Virbhadra Singh on Fri-
day said that the party cannot 
neglect the family of Virbhadra 
Singh as the party has won the 
election in his name, face and 
work many times.

Speaking to ANI, Pratibha 
Singh said, “After all the big 
responsibilities were given to 
me by Sonia Gandhi Ji, she 
told me that she has elected 
me as the party’s state presi-
dent where I would have to 
visit in all 68 constituencies 
and also to make sure that 
the party wins in the state. I 
did that work with utmost 
sincerity and the result is in 
before all of us today.” She 
further said that the name 
of the Chief Minister will be 

announced by the party by 
today or tomorrow.

On being asked for pitch-
ing the name of the CM can-
didate as she belongs to the 
family of former CM Virb-
hadra Singh, she said, “I will 
definitely pitch a name. The 
party cannot neglect the fam-
ily because we have won this 
election in his name, face, and 
because of his works. You 
cannot use his name, face, 
and family and then give all 
the credit to someone else. 
Even the high command 
would not do that.”

After registering the vic-
tory in recently held Assem-
bly Elections in Himachal 
Pradesh, Congress MLAs are 
scheduled to meet in Shimla 
today to decide the Chief 
Minister at the State Con-
gress Headquarters.

Congress Party’s promise 
of the Old Pension Scheme 
(OPS) in Himachal Pradesh is 
an injudicious step. It will put 
states’ finances under great 
difficulty, said NK Singh, 
Chairman of the 15th Finance 
Commission on the sidelines 
of the CII Global Economic 
Policy summit 2022.

Talking to the media, Singh 
said, “In my view, giving up 
the new pension scheme and 
going back to adopting the old 
pension scheme is an injudi-
cious step”, and added, “It was 
debated very carefully during 
the earlier government, and Dr 
Manmohan Singh was one of 
the voters”. Singh further said, 
“My colleague Montek Singh 
Ahluwalia has commented 
extensively on the subject that 
it would be a fiscal disaster for 
states to go back and adopt 
the old pension scheme. Some 
states, which are embarking 
on this, would really be putting 
the state’s finances under great 
difficulty and duress”.

“There is sound economic 
logic in the new pension 
scheme, it was debated, de-
liberated and adopted”, he 
further said.

Notably, the Congress Party 
which has bagged 40 seats in 
the 68-seat assembly in Him-
achal Pradesh, has promised 
to restore the Old Pension 
Scheme (OPS) in the state, as 
per its election manifesto.

The OPS figured as a prom-
inent election promise in the 
Assembly elections in the 
two states that recently went 
to polls, triggering debates 
that went beyond the political 
arena. Two Congress-ruled 
states Rajasthan and Chhat-
tisgarh have already decided 
to implement the OPS.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, 
promised in election rallies.

To the BJP’s charge, that 
the promise was ‘financially 
unfeasible’, Vadra cited 
how OPS was being imple-
mented in Congress-ruled  
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and 
Jharkhand.

Notably, the former Plan-
ning Commission Vice 
Chairman in the UPA era, 
Montek Singh Ahluwalia, 
last month advocated that 
returning to OPS was not 
feasible fiscally and in fact re-
marked. that “bringing back 
the old pension system is one 
of the biggest ‘Revdis’ that are 
now being invented”.

Himachal Pradesh supervi-
sor of Congress and Chhattis-
garh Chief Minister Bhupesh 
Baghel on Friday said that 
the party’s victory in the hill 
state is the first victory under 
the leadership of Mallikarjun 
Kharge as party president.

“Congress’ win in Hi-
machal assembly polls is 
the first victory under the 
leadership of Mallikarjun 
Kharge as party chief,” Bh-
upesh Baghel said while 
speaking to ANI. Baghel 
also lauded Congress leader 
and party general secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and 
credited her campaign for  
securing the party’s victory 
in the state.

He said that it is the victory 
of the people of Shimla and 
Congress leaders and work-
ers. “Everyone worked hard. 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
played the most crucial role, 
and we also had blessings of 
Sonia ji and Rahul Gandhi ji,” 
said Baghel.

Baghel arrived in Shimla 
on Friday afternoon to par-
ticipate in the Himachal Con-
gress Legislature Party meet-

ing, being held to finalize the 
name of the new chief minis-
ter of the hill state.

On being asked about the 
new CM’s face, Baghel said 
that the party’s high com-
mand will decide who will 
be the chief minister of Him-
achal Pradesh.

“There is no point in ig-
noring anyone; everyone 
has the right to make their 
point. We are here to hold 
a meeting with party leg-
islators, and there should 
not be any difficulty. The 
party high command will 
take a final decision on 
the chief minister’s post,”  
s a i d  B a g h e l  w h i l e  
speaking to ANI.

The meeting is scheduled 
to take place in the presence 
of in-charge Rajeev Shukla, 
and supervisors - Hary-
ana’s former chief minister 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda and 
Bhupesh Baghel, at the state 
Congress headquarters Rajiv 
Bhawan this afternoon.

Newly elected Congress 
MLAs are likely to pass 
resolutions and autho-
rize the high command to 
take a call on the state chief  
minister’s post.

To commemorate the 150th 
Birth Anniversary of Sri Au-
robindo, a special event was 
organised by Sri Aurobindo 
Society, Chandigarh, Hary-
ana and Punjab on Friday at 
Mahatma Gandhi Institute of 
Public Administration, Sec-
tor 26 in Chandigarh. 

The theme of the event was 
‘Applied Spirituality’. Ban-
wari Lal Purohit, Governor 
of Punjab & Administra-
tion, UT Chandigrah graced 
the occasion as the Guest of 
Honour. Dignitaries from Sri 
Aurobindo Society, Pradeep 
Narang, K. Pawan along with 
Chairman of Sri Aurobindo 
School of integral Educa-
tion, Arvind Mehan and the 
Principal, Garima S. Bhard-
waj welcomed the esteemed 
chief guest and other distin-

guished guests. The event 
commenced with mesmer-
izing Bhajan Gayan by Pandit 
Shantanu Bhattacharya, the 
President Award Winning 
Vocalist.

It was followed by a beau-
tiful drama presentation ‘ 
Harimohan ka Sapna’ by 
Masoom Group from Ran-
chi. Sri Aurobindo Society 
(SAS) along with Chandigarh 
Education department in col-
laboration adopted 35 Gov-
ernment school along with 
Aurobindo School to make 
teaching and learning get rid 
of traditional practice and 
adapt techniques of facing 
real world through various 
new techniques. Through 
this program students would 
be taught in such a way that 
they could face any situation 
of real world with ease and 
patience.
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Party cannot neglect  
ex-CM’s family: Pratibha

‘OPS of Himachal 
is injudicious step’

Congress’ win in HP 
is first victory under 
Kharge, says Baghel

Competency based 
education in 36 
Chandigarh schools 

OUT OF 68 MLAS

This time there will be only 
one woman MLA in the Hi-
machal Pradesh Legislative 
Assembly. Reena Kashyap, 
who won the election from 
Pachhad assembly constitu-
ency in Sirmaur district, 
would be stepping into the 
assembly waving the flag of 
victory for the second time 
in a row. Rest of the women 
candidates who contested 
the elections could not make 
their way to assembly.

Out of total 412 candidates 
in 68 seats of Himachal 
Vidhansabha, only 24 were 
women candidates. Out of 
these only one woman can-
didate won the election. In 
this election, BJP had given 
tickets to 5 women, Congress 
to 3 and Aam Aadmi Party 
to 5 women and the rest had 
contested as independents.

BJP candidate Reena 
Kashyap has won the elec-
tion from Pachhad by 3,857 
votes. The Congress and the 
BJP veterans Asha Kumari 
and Sarveen Chowdhary 
had to face defeat in the 
elections. The names of two 
renowned faces Sarveen 
Chaudhary and Asha Ku-
mari have faced defeat in 
the state assembly elections. 

Apart from this, BJP candi-
date Rita Dhiman from In-
dora, Neelam Nayyar from 
Chamba, Shashi Bala from 
Rohru, BJP candidate Maya 
Sharma from Barsar have 
lost the election.

C o n g r e s s  c a n d i d at e 
Champa Thakur from 
Mandi, Congress candidate 
from Pachhad Dayal Pyari 
lost the election. Apart from 
this, independent candidate 
Indira Kapoor from Cham-
ba, Hindu Samaj Party 
candidate Amrita Chaud-
hary from Bhatiyat, AAP 
candidate Manisha Kumari 
from Nurpur, independent 
candidate Rekha Rani from 
Sulah, AAP candidate Jab-
na Kumari from Nachan, 
BSP candidate Indira Devi 
from Siraj, AAP candidate 
from Bhoranj Rajni Kaush-
al, Rashtriya Devbhoomi 
Party’s Pooja Pal from Bilas-
pur, AAP candidate Anju 

from Solan, BSP candidate 
Seema from Paonta, Suman 
Kadam from Jubbal-Kot-
khai etc. have lost the elec-
tions.

WOMEN AHEAD OF 
MEN IN VOTING
Women may not have 
proved to be good politi-
cians in state politics, but 
they have gone ahead of 
men in terms of aware-
ness. This time too, women 
voted 6 percent more than 
men. Out of 27,36,306 
women, 21,14,084 voted in 
the election. Similarly, out 
of 27,88,925 male voters, 
20,19,181 males voted.

IN 40 YEARS, 42 
WOMEN COULD CROSS 
THE THRESHOLD OF 
THE ASSEMBLY
Due to the neglect of politi-
cal parties, in three decades 
from 1972 to 2017, only 42 
women have been able to 
cross the threshold of the 
assembly. The truth is that 
most of the time women 
have voted more in the elec-
tions of Vidhansabha, Lok 
Sabha and Panchayat insti-
tutions. In this too, 72.4 per 
cent male voters and 76.8 
per cent female voters have 
cast their votes.

HIMACHAL ASSEMBLY TO HAVE 
LONE WOMAN MEMBER THIS TIME

AWAITING PRESIDENTIAL 

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on Fri-
day called on the Union 
Ho m e  Mi n i st e r  A m it 
Shah and sought Govern-
ment intervention for get-
ting Presidential assent 
for two important pend-
ing bills of state stipulat-
ing harsher punishment 
for the perpetrators of the  
heinous crime of sacrilege.

The Chief Minister, who 
called on Amit Shah here at 
his office, said that the sacri-
lege of holy books is a major 
challenge in the state. He 
said that in this context, it 
has been felt that the quan-
tum of punishment for the 

sacrilege of Holy Books as 
per existing provisions of 
Sections 295 and 295-A in 
the Indian Penal Code is 
too inadequate, informed 
a press release by Punjab 
CMO. Bhagwant Mann ap-
prised the Union Home 
Minister that the Punjab 
Vidhan Sabha had passed 
the Indian Penal Code (Pun-

jab Amendment) Bill, 2018 
and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Punjab Amend-
ment) Bill 2018, which stip-
ulates punishment up to life 
imprisonment for injury, 
damage or sacrilege to Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib, Srimad 
Bhagwat Gita, Holy Quran 
and Holy Bible with the in-
tention to hurt the religious 

feelings of the people.
As per the release, the 

Chief Minister said that 
this amendment is in con-
sonance with the principles 
of secularism enshrined in 
our Constitution. However, 
he said that these Bills are 
pending for assent of the 
President of India since Oc-
tober 2018.

Asserting that Punjab, be-
ing a border State, it is ex-
tremely necessary to main-
tain communal harmony, 
Bhagwant Mann sought 
the kind intervention of 
the Union government for 
getting early Presidential 
assent for the said bills as 
rigorous punishment is re-
quired to deter criminals 

trying to disturb communal 
peace and brotherhood in 
the state.

Flagging another impor-
tant issue, the Chief Minis-
ter said that as per interna-
tional norms, construction 
can be made beyond 150 
meters of the Zero Line but 
at some places in Punjab, 
the Border Security Fence 
is at a large distance away 
from the Zero Line. Citing 
an example, he said that 
the section from Border 
Pillar No. 2/M to Border 
Pillar No. 10/12 in AOR 
121 Bn BSF Madhopur un-
der Gurdaspur Sector is 
about four kilometers away  
from the International  
Border.

MANN MEETS SHAH, SEEKS INTERVENTION OVER 
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 SHOWING THE STRENGTH

The Jannayak Janata 
Party (JJP), an ally in 
the BJP government 

in Haryana, had conducted 
a rally on its fifth founda-
tion day in Bhiwani district 
on Friday. The party leaders 
were on their toes in a bid 
to make it a huge success. 
The Member of Parliament, 
Kartikeya Sharma who was 
invited by Dushyant Chau-
tala the party stalwart and 
the Deputy Chief Minister 
of Haryana attended the 
rally. Addressing the gath-
ering, Kartikeya Sharma 
thanked all party legisla-
tors for extending support 
to him during Rajya Sabha 
elections. 

“I am grateful to the 
MLAs of the party from the 
bottom of my heart who 
voted in my support. He 
succeeded in winning the 
Rajya Sabha battle due to 
the support of the JJP leg-
islators. The BJP-JJP led 
coalition government has 
been taking decisions in 

public interest, achieving 
a new paradigm and set-
ting an example for other 
parties who ruled the state 
earlier”, Kartikeya said. 
He expressed special grati-
tude to Deputy CM and 
JJP National president 
and his father Ajay Chau-
tala, the National president  
of the party. 

Further appealing to the 
gathering and all lead-
ers present in the rally, 
he invited all sections of 
the society to attend the 
“Parshuram Mahakumbh” 
scheduled on December 11 

this month. He said that the 
Lord Parshuram belongs 
to everyone and therefore 
everyone should ensure 
their active participation 
in the convention. He said 
that the convention is being 
conducted with a purpose 
to bring people of 36 frater-
nities together so that both 
the society and the state are 
benefited. Regarding this, 
he is paying visits across 
the state, to make this pro-
gram a huge success. Apart 
from the districts falling on 
the GT Road belt, he had 
participated in events in 

many districts of south and 
central Haryana. Under 
the guidance of his father 
and former Union Minis-
ter Venod Sharma, he is 
constantly striving to make 
the programme a success. 
The Chief Minister will be 
present as the chief guest  
in this event. 

While addressing the ral-
ly, Ajay Chautala said that 
he was expelled from the 
Indian National Lok Dal 
(INLD) four years ago with-
out any fair reasons. In a 
period of mere ten months 
of formation of the JJP, 10 

MLAs were elected on par-
ty’s ticket and formed the 
government in a collabora-
tion with the BJP. Further 
he said that the party has 
fulfilled 60 of its prom-
ises made in the manifesto 
which clearly depicts the 
better working of the par-
ty.  Addressing the public, 
the Deputy Chief Minister 
said that the JJP has pro-
vided 75 per cent reserva-
tion to the youth in the in-
dustrial sector along with 
50 per cent reservation 
for women in Panchayati  
Raj Institutions.

BJP-JJP GOVT ACHIEVING NEW 
PARADIGM: MP KARTIKEYA SHARMA
RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

Sitting BJP MLA Reena Kashyap. 

Banwarilal Purohit, Administrator, Chandigarh during the celebrations of 
150th Birth Anniversary of Sri Aurobindo.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann meets with Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah in New Delhi on Friday.

Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma addressing a public rally on Jannayak Janata Party’s fifth foundation day in Bhiwani on Friday.

TOP OF THE DAY

4 INCLUDING 
COP BOOKED FOR 
ILLEGAL MINING IN 
FEROZEPUR
FEROZEPUR: As many as 
four people were booked 
in connection with an il-
legal mining case in Fero-
zepur, said police. The list 
of accused also involves an 
inspector of Mallanwala 
police station. “FIR regis-
tered against four people 
including an inspector of 
Mallanwala police sta-
tion in connection to an 
illegal mining case,” said 
Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, Fateh Singh Brar. 
Further investigations are 
underway.

VIGILANCE BUREAU 
ARRESTS OFFICER 
FOR CAUSING LOSS 
OF RS 1.24 CRORE
CHANDIGARH: Aiming 
to curb the menace of 
corruption in the state, 
the Vigilance Bureau (VB) 
Punjab on Wednesday 
arrested a Senior Branch 
Officer of Markfed Punjab, 
Rajbir Singh Bains in a 
misappropriation case 
for committing embezzle-
ment of 12,194 wheat bags 
weighing 6,097 quintals 
in the stock of stored 
wheat at MRM complex 
Rajpura, district Patiala. 
In this case four accused 
officials including Rajbir 
Singh Bains have caused 
huge losses to state 
exchequer amounting to 
Rs.1,24,61,658. Disclos-
ing this here on Friday a 
spokesperson of the state 
VB said in this regard a 
case FIR No.7 dated 13-
05-2016 under section 409, 
120-B of IPC and 13(1) D, 
13(2) of Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act had already 
been registered at VB 
police station Patiala.

PUNJAB RELEASED 
RS 32 CRORE SO 
FAR TO FAMILIES 
OF 634 FARMERS
CHANDIGARH: Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
led government has so far 
released Rs.31.70 crore to 
the families of 634 farm-
ers, who were martyred 
during farmers’ struggle 
besides giving govern-
ment jobs to the 326 family 
members of the deceased 
farmers in various depart-
ments. Of which, verifica-
tion of 98 candidates has 
been completed while the 
verification of 210 candi-
dates is under process. It 
was disclosed by Punjab 
Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare Minister Kuldeep 
Singh Dhaliwal during 
meeting with the farmers 
delegation led by Satnam 
Singh Pannu, State Presi-
dent and Sarwan Singh 
Pandher, State General 
Secretary of Kisan Maz-
door Sangharsh Commit-
tee, here at Punjab Bhavan.

PUNJAB TO SOON 
LAUNCH NEW 
INDUSTRIAL 
POLICY: MANN
CHANDIGARH: Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Friday 
said Punjab would soon 
launch its new ‘Industrial 
Development Policy’ in 
the next few months. 
While interacting with 
the delegates at the 
fifth meeting of the CII) 
Northern Region Council 
here on Friday, Mann said 
Punjab would soon launch 
the EV Policy to promote 
electric vehicles and EV 
component manufacturing 
in the state.



SC rejeCtS plea 
Seeking detailS 
of 2018 Collegium 
meeting

rti deClined ControverSial iSSue

defenCe Cooperation development 

Opposition members in Rajya Sab-
ha on Friday strongly opposed the 
introduction of a private member’s 
bill to bring the Uniform Civil Code. 

Members from CPI-M, CPI, 
DMK, Congress, RJD, Samajwadi 
Party and NCP were among those 
who opposed the introduction of 

‘Uniform Civil Code in India Bill, 
2020’ by BJP member Kirodi Lal 
Meena and urged him to withdraw 
it. Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankar was in the Chair when the 
bill was introduced. 

The bill seeks to provide for the 
constitution of the National In-
spection and Investigation Com-
mittee for preparation of Uniform 
Civil Code and its implementation 

throughout the territory of India 
and for matters connected there-
with or incidental thereto. 

The bill was later introduced fol-
lowing a division with 63 “ayes”, 23 
noes and no abstention. The pro-
posal concerning Uniform Civil 
Code is intended to have uniform 
personal laws for all citizens, re-
gardless of their religion, sex, gen-
der and sexual orientation. 

Samajwadi Party Rajya Sabha 
MP Ram Gopal Yadav later said 
the bill is ‘unconstitutional’. “The 
Opposition in Rajya Sabha today 
strongly voiced its misgivings over 
the Uniform Civil Code in India 
Bill, 2020. It is unconstitutional. 
The educational, cultural, and re-
ligious rights of minorities come 
under fundamental rights of the 
constitution,” he said. 

“The introduction of the UCC Bill 
can trigger unrest. If the Centre 
wants to divide the country, it can 
bring the Bill,” he added. 

T h e  B J P  h a d  t a l ke d  o f 
UCC in its manifesto for the 
2019 Lok Sabha elections. 
The UCC was also a party of BJP 
manifestoes for the recent Gujarat 
and Himachal Pradesh Assembly 
elections. 

 

The Indian Navy delegation 
led by Vice Admiral Biswa-
jit Dasgupta, the Flag Offi-
cer Commanding-in-Chief, 
Eastern Naval Command 
and three warships of the 
Indian Navy participated 
in the maiden International 
Fleet Review (IFR) hosted 
by Bangladesh at Cox’s Ba-
zar on 7 December, informed 
the government on Friday. 
According to the Ministry of 
Defence, Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
reviewed the International 
Fleet comprising ships from 
Bangladesh Navy and eight 
ships from six foreign coun-
tries. “With three ships, the 
Indian Navy contingent 
was the largest amongst the 
participating foreign na-
vies in this IFR. The other 
five participating ships 
were from China, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Thailand and 
the USA,” the Ministry of 
Defence said in a statement. 
The three ships represent-
ing the Indian Navy, the 

Guided Missile Destroyer 
INS Kochi, Anti-Submarine 
Warfare Corvette INS Ka-
varatti and Offshore Patrol 
Vessel Sumedha are all in-
digenously designed and 
constructed warships. The 
presence of these ships at 
this multinational event in 
Bangladesh contributed 
towards showcasing the in-
digenous shipbuilding capa-
bilities of Indian Shipyards. 
On the sidelines of the IFR, 
VAdm B Dasgupta called on 
Admiral M Shaheen Iqbal, 
the Chief of Naval Staff of 
Bangladesh Navy. He also 
held bilateral interactions 
with heads of delegations 
from Iran, Maldives, Myan-
mar, RoK and the USA. 
This was the first Interna-

tional Fleet Review to be 
hosted by Bangladesh. The 
IFR complements the cel-
ebrations of 50 years of lib-
eration of Bangladesh and 
the ‘Swarnim Vijay Varsh’ 
as well as the ‘Maitri Diwas’ 
celebrated on 06 December 
every year, marking the es-
tablishment of formal dip-
lomatic relations between 
India and Bangladesh. 
The presence of the Indian 
Navy at the maiden Inter-
national Fleet Review (IFR) 
hosted by Bangladesh was 
thus an apt reiteration of 
strong bilateral relations 
between India and Bangla-
desh and the role of the In-
dian Navy in strengthening 
defence cooperation in the 
maritime domain. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will visit Maharashtra 
and Goa on December 11, 
stated an official press release.

Prime Minister will inaugu-
rate Phase - I of Samruddhi 
Mahamarg, covering a dis-
tance of 520 Kms and con-
necting Nagpur and Shirdi. 
According to an official press 
release, Samruddhi Maha-
marg or Nagpur-Mumbai Su-
per Communication Express-
way project is a major step 
towards realising the Prime 
Minister’s vision of improved 
connectivity and infrastruc-
ture across the country. 
The 701 Km expressway - be-
ing built at a cost of about Rs 
55,000 crore - is one of India’s 
longest expressways, pass-
ing through Maharashtra’s 
10 districts and prominent 
urban regions of Amravati, 
Aurangabad and Nashik. 
The expressway will also help 
improve the connectivity of 
adjoining 14 other districts, 

thus helping in development 
of about 24 districts of the 
state including the regions of 
Vidarbha, Marathwada and 
North Maharashtra.

Espousing the Prime Minis-
ter’s vision of integrated plan-
ning and coordinated imple-
mentation of infrastructure 
connectivity projects under 
PM Gati Shakti, the Samrud-
dhi Mahamarg will connect 
to the Delhi Mumbai Express-
way, Jawaharlal Nehru Port 
Trust and tourist locations 
like Ajanta Ellora Caves, 
Shirdi, Verul, Lonar, etc. Sam-
ruddhi Mahamarg will be a 
game-changer in providing a 
major boost to the economic 
development of Maharashtra. 
In yet another step that will 
revolutionise urban mobility, 
Prime Minister will dedicate 
‘Nagpur Metro Phase I’ to the 
nation, stated an official press 
release.

PM Modi will flag off two 
metro trains - from Khapri to 
Automotive Square (Orange 
Line) and from Prajapati 
Nagar to Lokmanya Nagar 

(Aqua line) - at Khapri Metro 
Station. Phase I of the Nagpur 
Metro is developed at a cost 
of more than Rs 8650 crore. 
Prime Minister will also lay 
the foundation stone of Nag-
pur Metro Phase- II, which 
will be developed at a cost of 
more than Rs 6700 crore. 
Prime Minister’s commit-
ment to strengthen health 
infrastructure across the 
country will be strength-
ened through the dedication 
of AIIMS Nagpur to the na-
tion. The Hospital, whose 
foundational stone was also 
laid by the Prime Minister 
in July 2017, has been estab-
lished under the Central sec-
tor scheme Pradhan Mantri 
Swasthya Suraksha Yojana. 
AIIMS Nagpur, being devel-
oped at a cost of more than 
Rs 1,575 crore, is a hospital 
with state-of-the-art facilities, 
with OPD, IPD, diagnostic 
services, Operation theatres 
and 38 departments covering 
all major speciality and super 
speciality subjects of Medical 
Science.

The Supreme Court on Friday rejected a plea seeking a copy 
of the agenda, a copy of the decisions, and a copy of the reso-
lution of a 2018 Collegium meeting and clarified that only a 
resolution drawn and signed by all the Collegium members 
could be said to be the final decision. 

A bench of justice M.R. Shah and C.T. Ravikumar rejected 
RTI activist Anjali Bhardwaj’s plea challenging the Delhi 
High Court order. The top court said that there was no sub-
stance in the plea challenging the Delhi High Court order 
and the same deserves to be dismissed. SC clarified whatever 
is discussed in the Collegium meeting shall not be in the pub-
lic domain and “only final decision required to be uploaded,” 
SC also clarified that the consultation of 12 December 2018 
was not concluded and was, therefore, adjourned. 

The petitioner Anjali Bhardwaj, in the RTI application, 
had sought a copy of the agenda, a copy of the decisions, and 
a copy of the Resolution of the meeting of the Collegium of 
the Supreme Court held on 12 December 2018. 

The court said that only after the final resolution drawn 
and signed by the Collegium, which is always after complet-
ing the due procedure and process of discussion, delibera-
tion and consultation, is the same required to be published 
on the Supreme Court website. 

The court noted that no final decision was taken in the 
December 2018 Collegium meeting which was required 
to be drawn and signed by all members of the Collegium. 
The court also said that the 2019 resolution is very clear 
which specifies that the process of consultation in the earlier 
meeting was not over and remained unconcluded. 

The petitioner Anjali Bhardwaj, who was repre-
sented by advocate Prashant Bhushan and Ria Ya-
dav, challenged the order dated 27 July 2022 of the 
High Court of Delhi, which dismissed his plea for 
information under the Right to Information Act. 
The appellant in the RTI Application had sought a copy of 
the agenda, a copy of the decisions, and a copy of the Resolu-
tion of the meeting of the Collegium of the Supreme Court 
held on 12 December 2018. 

According to petition the resolution of the subsequent 
meeting affirms that there was indeed an agenda of the 
previous collegium meeting of 12.12.2018 and further that 
certain decisions were indeed taken and this was also af-
firmed through the public statements of Justice (Retd.) 
Madan Lokur and the statements made in the autobiogra-
phy written by former Chief Justice of India, Ranjan Gogoi 
(who were both members of the collegium as of 12.12.2018). 
In such circumstances, it cannot be held that the informa-
tion does not exist, the petitioner said. 

Continued from page 1

ndrf on Standby in Chennai

Chennai Adayar Indra Nagar has been placed ready 
where they have packed rescue materials to move when a 
tough situation arises. Once the alert from state officials is 
communicated NDRF team will move immediately to the 
needed spot,” said Sub-Inspector NDRF, Sandeep Kumar. 

The NDRF officials also added that numerous pieces of 
equipment like boats, High voltage motors, Sucker ma-
chines, Cutter machines etc were kept ready for rescue 
operations. 

The preparations came in the wake of the Mandous Cy-
clone’s likeliness to become severe and gather more inten-
sity.

over 10 flightS CanCelled
concerned airline(s) for further updates. #Chennai #Man-
dousCyclone #Mandous@AAI_Official@pibchennai,” 
tweeted the Chennai (MAA) Airport.

Shraddha’S father demandS death 
penalty for aaftab 
 that they will get justice. 
Addressing a joint press conference with BJP 
leader Kirit Somaiya in Mumbai, Vikas said, “My 
daughter was brutally murdered. I faced many 
problems because of the Vasai police, if they had 
helped me, my daughter would have been alive.” 
“Delhi Police assured us that we will get justice. Maha-
rashtra Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis also assured us of 
the same,” he added. 

Seeking a probe against the family members and rela-
tives of the accused, Shraddha’s father also demanded 
Aaftab be hanged till death. “I expect a similar lesson for 
Aaftab Poonwala in the way he murdered my daugh-

ter. He should be hanged. A probe should be conducted 
against Aftab’s family members, relatives and all others 
included in the incident,” he said. 

Pointing out the drawbacks and misuse of some mobile 
applications (dating apps), he also sought “restrictions” on 
them. 

“There should also be restrictions on some mobile apps. 
Children older than 18 yrs of age should be somewhat con-
trolled and they should be given counselling. What hap-
pened to me shouldn’t happen to anyone else. I tried to 
talk with my daughter but she didn’t respond to me in the 
last two years. I was never told what was happening with 
my daughter,” he said. 

Vikas claimed that he had a conversation with Shraddha 
in 2021 and Aaftab on 26 September, however, he did not 
tell him about her whereabouts. 

“The last time I had a conversation with Shraddha was 
in 2021. We talked about her whereabouts, she said that 
she was living in Bengaluru. I talked to Aaftab on Septem-
ber 26 when I asked him about my daughter, but he didn’t 
give an answer on it,” Vikas said. 

He said that he was against the relationship of Shraddha 
and Aaftab and was unaware of the violence that she was 
subject to. 

“I was against the relationship of Shraddha 
Walker and Aaftab Poonawala. I was unaware 
of the domestic violence Shraddha was subject-
ed to by Aaftab. I feel, his family members knew 
everything about what he was doing with her,” he said. 
Blaming the dating apps, Vikas said that his daughter 
came in contact with Aaftab because of it. 

“Aaftab pursued Shraddha to make up her mind to leave. 
It was because of dating apps that Shraddha came in con-
tact with Aaftab,” he said.

 

aaftab: i am fine; poliCe getS 14-day 
judiCial
  underway. Earlier, he was remanded to judicial custody 
on November 26 for 13 days. 

During an earlier hearing, the court had asked Aaftab 
about his well-being and the use of 3rd-degree measures 
by the police. 

Aaftab told the court that he is fine and cooperating in 
the investigation. He also appreciated the police and said 
no 3rd-degree measures have been used. 

According to legal aid counsel Abinash Kumar, Aaftab 
had told the court that the victim used to provoke him and 
whatever happened, happened in the heat of the moment. 
The counsel told off camera. 

During the hearing, Aaftab also said that he has diffi-
culty recalling the incident as he is new to all these places. 

The court of Metropolitan Magistrate Vijayshree Ra-
thore on 18 November, had allowed the application for a 
polygraph test of the accused Aaftab. 

don’t portray religiouS proCeSSionS 
aS SourCe of riotS: SC
bench. 

The apex court said religious processions are taken out 
during the Ganpati festival in Maharashtra, but no riots 
occur. “Why do you pick up some stray incidents of riots 
during a religious festival to paint everything with the 
same brush? Try to see the positive...,” said the bench.

bjp meet today, bhupendra patel to 
be ChoSen leader tdg network 
informed in a press release. 

BJP registered a historic victory by winning 156 out of 
the 182 assembly seats in Gujarat, which happens to be the 
home state of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah.

SC notiCe to Centre on uniform age 
of marriage for muSlim girlS
is currently 18 for women and 21 for men. However, the 
minimum marriage age for Muslim women is when they 
attain puberty and 15 years is presumed to be that age. 

The NCW said that allowing Muslims to marry at the age 
of puberty (around 15) is arbitrary, irrational, discrimina-
tory and violative of penal laws. 

The plea said even the Protection of Children from Sexu-
al Offences Act (POCSO) does not provide for those under 
18 to consent to sex. 

It said the PIL was filed for enforcement of the funda-
mental rights of minor Muslim women to bring Islamic 
personal law in consonance with the penal laws applica-
ble to other religions. 

Earlier, the apex court agreed to examine the plea of 
the National Commission For Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) against an order of the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court which said a Muslim girl of 15-years-old is 
competent to enter into a contract of marriage with a 
person of her choice under the Muslim Personal Law. 
It had issued notice to the Punjab government and ap-
pointed senior advocate Rajshekhar Rao as amicus curiae 
to assist the court in the matter.

The High Court in June in its order had cited the pro-
visions of the Muslim Personal Law on marriage to rule 
that a 15-year-old Muslim girl was competent to enter 
into a contract of marriage with a person of her choice. 
The NCPCR sought to ensure the proper implementation 
of statutory laws that are specifically in place to protect 
children below the age of 18 years.

politiCal drama StartS in Shimla
It has connection throughout the state. Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu would have been the state chief, Congress 

would have just got 15-16 seats. 
We have got this victory only under the leadership of 

Rani Sahiba, and we appeal to the high command to 
make her the CM,” he said.

Slogans like “Apni mukhyamantri kaisi ho...Rani Sa-
hiba jaisi ho” (Our CM should be like Rani Sahiba) and 
“1...2...3...4...Holy Lodge saatvi baar” (We want a CM 
from the ‘Holy Lodge’ for the seventh time) echoed out-
side the Congress headquarters in Shimla, as the sup-
porters showcased their support for the wife of Former 
Congress CM. 

One of the supporters said, “Congress has won the elec-
tions under her leadership, and she should get her due 
credit.” “We want to see ‘Rani Sahiba’ as the Chief Minis-
ter, as only she can work in the best interest of the state,” 
another supporter said.

Amid the debate surrounding the chief minister for Hi-
machal Pradesh, the Congress held a meeting with the 
party’s observer Bhupesh Baghel, state in-charge Rajeev 
Shukla, probable CM Pratibha Singh, and all the elected 
MLAs, at its Shimla headquarters. 

The meeting also comprised the party’s state co-in 
charge Gurkirat Singh Kotli, former chief minister Bhu-
pinder Singh Hooda, Congress leaders Sanjay Dutt and 
Tajinder.

no groupiSm in CongreSS: pratibha
chosen as the CM of the state as she said that the party can-
not ignore the person (her husband- Virbhadra Singh) in 
whose name it contested the polls and won. 

“They can’t neglect his (Virbhadra Singh) family. We 
won on his name, face and work. It can’t be the case that 
you use his name, face and family and then give all the 
credit to someone else. Even High Command won’t do 
this,” she had said. 

Having said the aforesaid, Congress leader Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu had said that the MLA selected by the par-
ty’s High Command would become the new Chief Minis-
ter of Himachal Pradesh. 

Meanwhile, another Congress leader Kuldeep Singh 
Rathore also said that there are no differences of opinion 
among the party MLAs as everyone has come here by the 
party ticket.

“Nobody is narrating any different story. Everyone has 
been chosen by the party ticket and everyone would re-
spect the Congress high command’s decision,” Kuldeep 
Singh Rathore said news agency. 

He further added that a decision will be taken by the 
party leaders, and supervisors Bhupinder Hooda and 
Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh Baghel will be conveyed to 
the party high command and they will then take the final 
call, he said. 

Chhattisgarh CM and party’s Himachal supervisor 
Bhupesh Baghel clarified that there was no question of 
neglecting anyone and the party would go on by taking 
everyone.

The area surrounding the settlements of Srinivasapuram 
community gets flooded due to heavy rains triggered by 
Cyclone Mandous, in Chennai on Friday. ani

BJP member introduces private member’s bill 
on UCC, Opposition seeks withdrawal

indian navy partiCipateS in maiden 
fleet review in bangladeSh

PM Modi to visit Maharashtra, 
Goa to inaugurate Nagpur-
Mumbai expressway

TDG NeTwork
new delhi

TDG NeTwork
new delhi

TDG NeTwork
new delhi

TDG NeTwork
new delhi

The international fleet review hosted by Bangladesh at Cox’s 
Bazar.
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PROTEST

Telangana YSRTP chief 
Y.S. Sharmila has al-
leged that the police 

are not allowing her to contin-
ue a ‘padyatra’ despite having 
the court’s permission. From 
her protest site, Sharmila 
said, “I am sitting here on 
hunger strike, demanding 
that democracy be protect-
ed in Telangana and that I 

am allowed to continue my 
padyatra.” She also claimed 
that her bus was set on fire 
and that her supporters were 
beaten in order to put an end 
to her march.

“KCR is trying his best to 
stop my padyatra. My bus 
was burnt, my people were 
beaten up, and they accused 
me of violence. Later, they 
arrested me and took me to 
Hyderabad. The next day, the 
court granted me permission 

to continue my foot march, 
but now the police aren’t al-
lowing me to take it forward,” 
she further said.

On 29 November, Y.S. 
Sharmila’s car was towed, 
and she was detained by Pan-
jagutta Police while sitting 
inside her SUV, which was 
allegedly vandalised by the 
TRS cadre. She was booked 
on various charges, including 
theft, criminal intimidation, 
and public nuisance, and 

later in the evening she was 
produced before a magistrate.

She was apprehended in So-
majiguda as she approached 
the official residence of Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao, Pragati Bhavan. She was 
then brought to the SR Nagar 
Police Station in Hyderabad.

Before being detained, po-
lice towed away Sharmila’s 
car with the help of a crane, 
even as she was sitting in-
side it protesting against the 

Telangana CM, KCR.
After being brought to SR 

Nagar Police Station, the 
police allegedly forcefully 
broke open the car door and 
got her out of the vehicle. She 
was then taken to the police 
station along with some of her 
followers.

On Monday, Sharmila was 
also detained in Warangal af-
ter a clash between her sup-
porters and alleged workers 
of the TRS party..
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My cAR WAS BURNT, FOLLOWERS BEATEN UP: y.S. SHARMiLA

BORDER DiSPUTE 

SHAH TO LOOk iNTO 
MAHARASHTRA,
kARNATAkA ROW 

Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasa-
heb Thackeray) MP Priyan-
ka Chaturvedi on Friday said 
she and her party leaders 
were assured of an urgent 
resolution of the Maharash-
tra-Karnataka border row by 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah.

Chaturvedi said, “The is-
sues we discussed were with 
regards to Maharashtra and 
how a situation has been cre-
ated at the borders with pro-
vocative statements coming 
from Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter (Basavaraj Bommai) and 
how Shah’s intervention in 
the matter is necessary.

 “Due to the problem man-
ufactured, we saw our bus-
es being damaged and our 
people not being allowed to 
enter their territory. So this 

kind of atmosphere will 
further lead to violence and 
break down of law and or-
der.”

Lashing out at Bommai, 
Chaturvedi said, «We have 
asked him (Amit Shah) to 
ensure peace and urged him 
to control the Chief Minister 
Bommai›s outbursts and 
also ensure that there is no 
law and order issue in Kar-
nataka as well as in Maha-
rashtra.»

«We want him (Amit Shah) 
to find a faster resolution to 
this entire issue, and he has 
promised that he will look 
into the matter urgently,» 
she added.

A meeting was held be-
tween Shah and a delegation 
of MPs of Opposition Maha 
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) par-
ties (comprising the Uddhav 
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena, the 
NCP, and the Congress).
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New delHi   

POOR WASTE MANAGEMENT

BASic AMENiTiES 

Environmental 
fine of Rs 50 crore 
levied on Mizoram

UP starts provision 
of pure ‘Ganga jal’ to 
two lakh houses

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has levied envi-
ronmental compensation of 
Rs 50 crore on the state of 
Mizoram for allegedly not 
managing solid as well as 
liquid waste management, 
causing harm to the envi-
ronment.

In an order issued on 8 De-
cember 2022, the Bench of 
Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel 
stated, “We hope that in 
light of interaction with the 

Chief Secretary, the State of 
Mizoram will take further 
measures in the matter by 
an innovative approach 
and stringent monitoring, 
ensuring that gaps in solid 
and liquid waste generation 
and treatment are bridged as 
soon as possible, shortening 
the proposed timelines, and 
adopting alternative/interim 
measures to the extent and 
wherever found.”

Restoration plans need to 
be executed at the earliest si-
multaneously in all districts, 
cities, towns, and villages.

In a bid to ensure the all-
round development of Va-
ranasi with the provision 
of proper basic amenities to 
the people, the Yogi Aditya-
nath government, through 
the installation of a Polymer 
Dosing System in the ‘Jal Kal 
Complex’, is supplying pure 
‘Ganga Jal’ to about 2 lakh 
households.

The Polymer Dosing Plant, 
set up at a cost of about Rs 
50 lakh, has made Varanasi 
the first city in the country, 
where pure water of the 
Ganges is being supplied to 
homes on such a large scale 
through natural polymers, 
according to government 
sources.

Siddharth Kumar, the 

Secretary of the Jal Kal De-
partment, speaking about 
the scheme, said, “The pure 
water of Ganges has started 
reaching about 1.5 to 2 lakh 
houses in Varanasi.” He fur-
ther said that ‘Ganga Jal’ is 
being supplied after it is pu-
rified in the Bhelupur Jalkal 
complex.

Natural polymers are be-
ing utilised for water puri-
fication, due to which the 
ppm becomes close to zero. 
Due to this, water-soluble 
impurities, organic com-
pounds, bacteria, soil, sand 
particles, etc., are almost 
entirely cleaned. The most 
significant feature of poly-
mer dosing is that, through 
its use, the basic properties 
and healthy minerals of wa-
ter remain present in the 
water itself.
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top of the day

RS 2 LAkH 
Ex GRATiA 
ANNOUNcED iN 
JODHPUR BLAST
JOdHPUr: rajasthan 
Chief Minister ashok 
Gehlot on Friday condoled 
the loss of lives in a fire 
caused by a gas cylinder 
explosion in a village in 
Jodhpur district of the 
state. The incident took 
place on Thursday evening 
at a house in shergarh 
sub-division’s bhungra 
village, where guests had 
gathered for a wedding. 
The fire was caused after 
a cylinder exploded in the 
house, said district Col-
lector Himanshu Gupta. 

MATHURA cOURT 
SENTENcES 
RAPiST TO DEATH 
iN 57 DAyS
MaTHUra: a Mathura 
court on Friday sentenced 
a man to death for the 
rape and murder of a mi-
nor girl in Uttar Pradesh 
as it completed a fast-
track hearing in less than 
two months. The convict, 
30-year-old satish, a 
resident of saunkh road 
in the Kotwali area, was 
sentenced within 57 days 
for the crime committed 
in the second week of 
October. He had raped 
the 10-year-old girl in 
his neighbourhood after 
taking her to his home on 
the pretext of feeding her 

‘bhandara’ (community 
feeding). 

THREE iAS 
OFFicERS 
TRANSFERRED iN 
UTTAR PRADESH
lUCKNOw: after a major 
reshuffle in the Uttar 
Pradesh Police depart-
ment, three more ias 
officers were transferred. 
The list included officials 
from the revenue, trans-
port and administration 
departments. The names 
of the officials trans-
ferred include rajesh 
Kumar (special secretary 
revenue), Khem Pal 
singh (special secretary 
Transport), and ram Na-
rayan singh yadav (special 
secretary secretariat 
administration). earlier 
on 30 November, the Kan-
nauj police announced the 
transfer of several officers 
of the district police 
department. as per the 
notification issued by the 
superintendent of Police 
(sP) Kannauj, Kunwar 
anupam singh, 15 officers 
have been transferred in 
different locations 

iTMS TEcHNOLOGy 
TO BE USED 
TO MANAGE 
BENGALURU 
TRAFFic
beNGalUrU: Karnataka 
Chief Minister basavaraj 
bommai on Thursday 
announced the sanction 
of five more new traffic 
police stations in the next 
few days. He also said 
that the iTMs will also 
levy taxes and come with 
a provision for traffic syn-
chronisation. CM bommai 
further added that the 
synchronisation work has 
already begun in other 
places as well. Meanwhile, 
the Karnataka CM further 
said that a new traffic 
system has also come into 
being as they have now 
created the post of special 
commissioner for traffic, 
for which the government 
has appointed traffic  
management expert Ma 
salim.

Y.S. Sharmila while protesting on Friday.



Sport is a robust plat-
form to reach a wider 
audience cutting across 

cultural and national differ-
ences. Sport is a valued hu-
man act that teaches respect 
for others, endurance, and 
teamwork. It also provides 
an opportunity to maintain 
relations despite strong con-
flicts. Taking advantage of 
this, Qatar made sports an 
essential component of its 
soft power strategy. By ex-
celling in sports participation 
or hosting successful, events, 
countries earn international 
image and reputation. 

The tiny Arab Gulf State 
received the right to host 
the FIFA World Cup from 
the governing body on 2 
December 2010. Since then, 

Qatar has met a storm of criti-
cism, and numerous Western 
countries have shown much 
scepticism. All financed by 
Qatar’s abundant wealth 
from its natural gas and oil, 
Qatar has systematically 
poured capital into various 
sporting events at home and 
abroad. Despite solid criti-
cism of miniature football 
history, the unfavourable cli-
mate for playing football, and 
allegations of corruption and 
ill-treatment over its labour 
rights, Qatar epitomized its 
image as a truly global sport-
ing destination. 

Qatar also tries to dis-
play the best of its culture 
and hospitality by hosting 
sports events and creating 
a glamorous image distinct 
from its regional competitor 
through sporting activities. 
It builds up a reputation 
and attracts attention to the 
country. Sports also add to 
its foreign policy achieve-
ments, giving it a distinctive 
identity. The Western and 
Euro-centric worldview 
has long determined what 
and how “others” are repre-
sented. Orientalism distorts 
and miscommunicates the 

cultural differences between 
the east and the West. For a 
long oriental worldview has 
dominated and contorted the 
differences between Arab 
people and culture compared 
to that of the West. The world 
cup has given Qatar and the 
Arab World at large an op-
portunity to reset those nar-
ratives.

While diversifying its 
economy and benefitting 
its income from the hydro-
carbon sector Qatar has 
modernized its infrastruc-
ture to grab the attention of 
the West. It has spotlighted 
Qatar’s innovative modern 
culture reflecting its global-
local (glocal) consciousness. 
It captures Qatar’s intention 
to engage creatively and criti-
cally with global processes. 
A glaring example can be 
the design and technology 
behind Qatar’s World Cup 
stadium architecture like that 
of AL-Wakrah stadium. This 
leading football venue of the 
Qatar World Cup has been 
designed to symbolize the 
Qatari Islamic history and 
future progressive vision.

The Katara Cultural Vil-
lage Mosque in Doha saw 
huge footfall. It became the 
focal point of attention for 
visitors who wanted to un-
derstand the Islamic way 
of life. The Qatari authority 
ensured multilingual preach-
ers at the mosque complex 
to facilitate and explain the 
essence of the religion. It is 
consorted effort by the Min-
istry of Awqaf and Islamic 

Affairs in Qatar to introduce 
the teaching and tolerance of 
Islam during the World Cup 
2022. The fans and tourists 
encountered in the world cup 
pavilions words, preaching, 
or habits of Prophet Moham-
med emphasizing good life 
and deeds.

Ironically Qatar faced se-
vere criticism since it won the 
bid. Like any other Arab and 
Asian country, football came 
to Qatar via colonialism. Qa-
tar was a British protectorate 
and football followed after 
the 1940s, even before Qatar 
received its independence. 
Little credit has been given to 
the postcolonial understand-
ing of football even when 
Arab players like Algeria’s 
Madjer and Egypt’s Saleh 
have made their commend-
able journey to Europe’s elite 
clubs. Qatar has strictly used 
this narrative to cheer for the 
victory of other Arab states – 
such as Saudi over Argentina, 
Morocco over Belgium, and 
Spain despite its own national 
team’s poor performance on 
the pitch.

The state-of-art infrastruc-
ture and the expensive cafes, 
where the visitor footfall is 
vital, having painted with 
quotes from Prophet Mo-
hammad, and malls carry 
advertisements promoting 
Islam. The Souf Market area 
has numerous kiosks of free 
books and pamphlets on the 
preaching of Prophet Mo-
hammad in the most mar-
ketable ways. Other Islamic 
centres are open for 12 hours 

a day for tours and assistance. 
One thing that requires at-

tention is Qatar is a Wahhabi 
state, and its national mosque 
is named after the 18th-cen-
tury religious figure Mo-
hammed Ibn Abdul-Wahab; 
Qatar has deliberately crafted 
an image distinct from Saudi 
Arabia’s. Qatar has women in 
a high level of governance, 
with the limited sale of alco-
hol and for long accommo-
dated its tourist to feel at ease 
– while somewhere trying to 
strike a balance between con-
servative Saudi Arabia and 
the neoliberal cosmopolitan-
ism of UAE. So when protests 
started showing on the foot-
ball pitch, it also showcased 
the double standards of the 
Western Countries and came 
as a mixed blessing for Qa-
tar. Qatar depends on ex-pats 
for its workforce, and Qatari 
nationals are accustomed to 
living with foreigners. The 
world cup is just another op-
portunity for Qatar to show-
case this multiculturalism 
countering Islamophobia. 

This is the first time a Mus-
lim nation has hosted a World 
cup. Some international crit-
ics have called the efforts 
taken by Qatari Authority 
to covert visitors to Islam. 
Several social media enthu-
siasts posted about fans’ 
changing faith have claimed 
fake. While there are numer-
ous unverified reports and 
dozens of claims of people 
embracing Islam, the Qatari 
Authority has kept stress-
ing that Islam doesn’t accept 

conversion through coercion. 
Qatar’s Ministry of Religious 
Endowments clarified that 
the objective of Qatar is not 
“the number of converts to 
Islam, but rather the num-
ber of those who change their 
opinion about it.”

Qatar has again got itself 
into the controversy sur-
rounding the invitation of 
Muslim preachers from dif-
ferent countries, including 
Indian Islamist preacher 
Dr Zakir Naik. The Indian 
Government bans him, and 
his “Peace TV” is prohib-
ited in India, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Canada, and the 
UK. Undoubtedly Qatar is 
not completely clean and 
is not a role model for the 
Arab World. It has hosted 
sectarian clergies and has 
financed them to promote 
its biased views. Also, the 
expectation from visitors 
to dress in a particular way 
and to be sensitive to Qatar’s 
norms with strong vigilance 
over websites, news, media, 
and books shows the very 
restrictive nature of the state. 
Restricting visitors on where 
alcohol can be consumed, 
modest dress, and sexual 
preferences are signs why 
the West has questioned its 
candidacy as a host of the 
grand footfall tournament. 
Dr Sreshtha Chakraborty is an 
Assistant Professor of Political 
Science at Manav Rachna In-
ternational Institute of Research 
and Studies. She holds a PhD 
in International Studies from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University.

Breaking myths on 
Islam through world 
cup: The Qatar way
For a long, oriental worldview has dominated the differences between Arab people 
and culture compared to that of the West. The world cup has given Qatar and the Arab 
World at large an opportunity to reset those narratives that include Islamophobia.

Human RigHts Day toDay 

soft PoweR 

With the Aam Aadmi Party emerging victori-
ous in the Delhi Municipal Corporation elec-
tions for the first time, the capital is set to have a 
double engine Sarkar after a long gap. The party 
is in power in the Delhi government and now 
with the civic body also under its control, Ar-
vind Kejriwal has been given additional respon-
sibility by the electorate to ensure the smooth 
running of affairs in the city. The last time 
when the municipal corporation and the Delhi 
government had one party in power it was be-
tween 2002 and 2007 when Sheila Diksit was 
the Chief Minister and Ram Babu Sharma, the 
superemo of the MCD. In fact for nearly three 
years till Congress 
lost power in 2007 
in the civic body, it 
was a triple engine 
government here 
with the Centre 
after 2004 also be-
ing controlled by 
the Congress led 
coalition. A bitter 
feud between Ram 
Babu Sharma, who 
wielded enormous 
power and Shiela 
Dikshit led to acute 
factionalism and 
the Congress lost 
in 2007 to the BJP. 
In fact, the reason 

for the trifurcation of the municipal body sub-
sequently was because Dikshit was scared of a 
parallel power centre. The municipal body has 
greater inter-action with the common people 
since it looks after their needs from the cradle 
till the crematorium. The Delhi government has 
a role but not as amplified as that of the Munici-
pal Corporation. Therefore, Kejriwal shall have 
to ensure that no conflicts happen between the 
two equally important elected bodies. In this 
context, it has to be pointed out that the AAP 
has no experience of the MCD and would have 
to choose its leaders very carefully in order to 
administer properly. The BJP may have lost 
power but it still shall have a large presence in 
the MCD and would be testing the AAP all the 
time. The election of the Mayor would be vital 
and this is where the AAP shall face its first test. 
The reason for the AAP to win comfortably is 
because the Congress collapsed completely. In 
fact, the Congress took these polls very casually 
and the selection of candidates and the man-
ner in which the campaign was run, was very 
dismal. The DPCC president Anil Chaudhury 
who is likely to be replaced in the near future, 
displayed total lack of fighting spirit. On the 
polling day, his statement that his name was 
not in the voter’s list showed how ill-prepared 
he and the Congress were. It is evident that no 
one checked the voters’ lists in advance and had 
it been so such a faux pas would not have oc-
curred. The BJP was hoping that the Congress 
would do better as that was the only way of 
stopping the AAP. The reason for the BJP de-
bacle is also clear; they do not have good leader-
ship in the city and the High Command needs 
to introspect on this. There is speculation that 
the current BJP state unit may be dissolved and 
a new president may be installed. This election 
has also shown that the party’s best perfor-
mance was in Gautam Gambhir’s parliamen-
tary constituency and he could get a greater role 
in the organization. However, since AAP has 
won, Kejriwal and his team need to be congratu-
lated. They should now get down to work as no 
excuses can be offered any more. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
Performance that matters now 

Double engine 
saRkaR in DelHi

Human rights presuppose 
the existence of humans 
and on Human Rights Day, 
celebrated every year on 10 
December, we have to pri-
oritise the rapidly escalating 
threat to humankind and all 
forms of existence above hu-
man rights itself. Following 
recent military reverses faced 
by the Russians, President 
Putin’s oblique remarks on 
the vastly increased possibil-

ity of nuclear warfare bring 
into focus once again the issue 
of our planet’s survival. 

P r o f e s s o r  J o h n 
Mearsheimer from the Uni-
versity of Chicago has been 
arguing for some time now 
that when a superpower, 
which Russia clearly is, in the 
military context, is pushed 
into a corner, there is always 
a danger that it may resort 
to the nuclear option. As 
the author of The Tragedy of 
Great Power Politics and global 
authority on the subject, Pro-
fessor Mearsheimer knows 
what he is talking about. If a 
nuclear bomb is detonated 
in Europe, there is simply 
no telling what might hap-
pen next.

On this Human Rights Day 
let us also consider for a mo-
ment, if only as an intellectual 
exercise, a hypothetical situa-

tion where a more advanced, 
alien species invades Planet 
Earth. Would the human race 
have any basis to beg for mer-
cy, given how we ourselves 
treat fellow humans, other 
living beings and the planet 
itself?

As a species we congratulate 
ourselves for being humane, 
but is that really the case, ob-
jectively speaking? We do give 
special attention to injustices 
and criminal acts that may 
shock the conscience of the 
world. For this reason, do-
mestic criminal courts aside, 
we have the International 
Criminal Court, or ICC, an in-
ternational tribunal seated at 
The Hague, Netherlands. The 
ICC carries out investigations 
and also prosecutes individu-
als charged with inter-alia, 
war crimes, crimes against 
humanity, genocide and the 
crime of aggression. 

What would a more evolved 
and powerful alien authority 
do to rectify matters on Moth-
er Earth? They could conceiv-
ably create a hypothetical ju-
dicial body to hold leaders of 
the human race accountable 
for their actions, and if nec-
essary, prosecute and pun-
ish them for serious crimes 

committed. The immediate 
question that arises is: what 
kinds of crimes would such 
a forum investigate? 

To an extent its mandate 
will mirror that of the ICC: 
war crimes, crimes against 
humanity, genocide and 
the crime of aggression. If 
investigators from Human 
Rights Watch went to China 
today, they will naturally not 
accept at face value the Chi-
nese government’s narrative 
on what is happening with 
the Uyghurs in Xinjian. The 
investigators appointed by 
our hypothetical cosmic court 
would also, similarly, not be 
swayed by the world’s domi-
nant narrative, managed by 
the western media, but carry 
out their own independent in-
vestigation and analysis and 
submit a report to the panel 
of judges. The judges of the 
alien forum would thereafter 
come to their own findings 
and conclusions.

What crimes would the 
alien judges consider aside 
from the ones enumerated 
under the ICC’s mandate? 
For an enlightened alien, 
crimes against humanity 
torture and even genocide 
might not appear to be the 

worst crimes that exist. An 
evolved alien is likely to con-
sider our cruelty to animals 
to be far more reprehen-
sible than we ourselves do. 
While different communi-
ties across the globe debate 
the relative merits of jhatka, 
halal and kosher, according 
to their religious affiliations, 
alien judges considering the 
issue more dispassionately 
will simply recommend the 
most humane form of ex-
ecution that causes the least 
amount of suffering from 
the point of view of the ani-
mal being slaughtered. Con-
sider for a moment how the 
daily slaughter of hundreds 
of thousands of animals in 
a cruel, inhumane fashion, 
such as presently happens, 
might appear to a more en-
lightened alien.  

Within the international 
human rights community, 
genocide and the related 
‘ethnic cleansing’ are possibly 
some of the worst crimes that 
can be committed. An alien 
judiciary might however 
consider causing the possible 
extinction of an animal spe-
cies to be a far more serious 
matter as compared with the 
extermination of a particular 

group within the community 
of humans, who are anyhow 
so populous. 

Finally, the mandate of the 
hypothetical cosmic criminal 
court would definitely in-
clude a particular crime that 
is even worse than torture, 
genocide, crimes against hu-
manity or causing the extinc-
tion of a species. What could 
be worse that those crimes, it 
may be asked? What is worse 
is simply doing anything to 
seriously endanger the contin-
ued existence of the planet, 
and the plant, animal and 
human life forms that sub-
sist on it.

President Putin is not 
wrong, even if he is, clearly, 
part of the problem. The nu-
clear threat has escalated. We 
need an urgent resolution of 
the situation in Ukraine and 
rapid de-escalation, other-
wise there is a very real pos-
sibility that there will be no 
Human Rights Day left for 
us to celebrate. For human 
rights presupposes the exis-
tence of humans.
(Rajesh Talwar is the author of 
35 books across multiple genres, 
and has worked for the United 
Nations for more than two de-
cades across three continents.)

Pitfalls of living with dangers of human rights violations

The Delhi government has 
a role but not as amplified 
as that of the Municipal 
Corporation. Therefore, 
Kejriwal shall have to 
ensure that no conflicts 
happen between the two 
equally important elected 
bodies. In this context, it 
has to be pointed out that 
the AAP has no experience 
of the MCD and would 
have to choose its leaders 
very carefully in order to 
administer properly.

opinion
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The Supreme Court in the case 
Federation of Retail Traders 
Welfare Association vs. State 

of Maharashtra, wherein the bench 
comprising of Justice K M Joseph and 
Justice B V Nagarathna observed and 
has adjourned and the SLP filed in 
Federation of Retail Traders Welfare 
Association vs. State of Maharashtra.

In the present case, a special peti-
tion has been filed challenging the 
judgment of the Bombay High Court 
which has upheld the validity of Rule 
35 of the Maharashtra Shops and 
Establishment Act which mandates 
signboards to be in Marathi language 
in Devanagari script on top and of 
having the same font size as that of 
any other language. The court by way 
of an amendment the said Rule 35 has 
now been incorporated into the main 

Act as Section 36-A by making it ap-
plicable to shops and establishments 
with even less than 10 workers.

However, the petitioners in the plea 
combinedly challenged the consti-
tutionality of such a provision and 
weather the State can impose its offi-
cial language in matters of trade and 
business. During an previous hearing, 
the court was pleased for passing an 
order State can impose its official lan-
guage in matters of trade and business.

The bench headed by Justice Joseph 
pointed out to the counsel appearing 
on behalf of the Petitioners that there 
being a letter for adjournment circu-
lated by the Respondents.
Adding to this, the counsel appearing 

for the petitioner responded by say-
ing, I oppose the adjournment letter. 
This is the third time. They have now 
sought adjournment for so many times.

Further, Justice Joseph pointed out 

the earlier order passed by the court in 
favour of the Petitioners and remarked, 
There is an order in your favour for no 
coercive steps. They will be taking care 
of your interest. Adding to it, the bench 
of Justice B V Nagarathna remarked, 
why are you opposed to the use of the 
Marathi language? It will be helping 
people there. In fact, more people will 
be coming to you by seeing the name 
board. Why are you having a problem 
with it? The counsel appearing for the 
petitioners responded by stating that 
the same is completely politically be-
ing motivated, my lords. And now the 
situation after the change of govern-
ment in Maharashtra is such that the 
new government neither wants to be 
seen while supporting it nor wants to 
see while opposing it.

However, the bench has not inclined 
for passing any orders and had ad-
journed the matter

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT TO RETAILERS: 
WHY ARE YOU OPPOSED TO USE OF 
MARATHI LANGUAGE IN SIGNBOARDS? 
IT WILL BRING MORE PEOPLE

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Lok Prahari v. UoI And 
Ors observed and has asked 
the Senior Advocate, Mr. Ar-
vind P. Datar and Mr. R. Ven-
kataramani, the Attorney 
General for India to brain-
storm and come up with a 
less cumbersome process to 
appoint ad-hoc judges in the 
High Court.

In the present case, the 
court while hearing two 
applications filed in the 
PIL preferred by NGO Lok 
Prahari seeking invocation 
of Article 224A of the Con-
stitution for appointment of 
ad-hoc judges to tackle the 
problem arising of mount-
ing case arrears in the High 
Courts.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul, 
Justice A.S. Oka and Justice 
Vikram Nath observed and 
has noted that though the 
senior lawyers are often not 
willing to take up permanent 
positions at the Bench but 
they might be inclined for 
taking up ad-hoc positions 
for a couple of years as a part 
of their social commitment. 
Thus, it was orally suggest-
ed by the bench to both the 
counsels for exploring the 
idea and make suggestions 
in this regard.

The court observed that 
lase year, in the month April, 
the Apex Court had issued a 
slew of guidelines of regard-
ing the appointment of ad-
hoc judges in High Courts. 
The Court had stipulated 
5 trigger points which can 
activate the process under 
Article 224A of the Consti-
tution.

If the vacancies are more 

than 20% than that of the 
sanctioned strength.

The cases are pending for 
over five years in a particular 
category.

More than 10% of the 
backlog of the pending cases 
are over five years old.

The percentage of the rate 
of disposal of the case is low-
er than the institution of the 
cases either in a particular 
subject matter or generally 
in the Court.

Even if there is not many 
old cases pending in the 
court, but depending on the 
jurisdiction, a situation of 
mounting arrears is likely to 
arise if the rate of disposal is 
consistently lower than that 
of the rate of filing over a pe-
riod of a year or more

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Kaul remarked, that the 
procedure for appointment 
of ad-hoc judges seems to be 
very “cumbersome” and the 
same may “not work”.

Adding to it, it stated that, 
we should not have the pro-
cedure so cumbersome that 

the whole purpose is lost. In 
some High Courts this pen-
dency position is aggravated. 
For ex. the criminal side, sec-
ond appeals... are the major 
challenges.

Further, it has been point-
ed out by the judge that the 
ad-hoc judges to be appoint-
ed to the High Court are not 
being appointed for the first 
time, they have the expertise 
to deal with the heavy work-
load as they have served pre-
viously. At the Outset, it was 
suggested by him that the 
process for their appoint-
ment ought to be simpler 
than regular appointments.

The issue flagged by him 
during the course of the 
hearing is that of appoint-
ing senior lawyers as ad-
hoc judges for a couple of 
years. Further, he added 
that these eminent lawyers 
after completing their term 
of appointment shall abstain 
from practicing in High 
Courts where they serve as 
ad-hoc judges.

It stated that many emi-

nent lawyers are not willing 
to join the Bench but they 
are ready to work as ad-hoc 
judges in some courts and 
will not practice in that court 
again.

Therefore, the judge was 
also critical about delays in 
making appointments and 
it was stated by him that the 
appointment is not made 
within a few days of the 
commendation of the Chief 
Justices of the High Courts, 
then the meritorious candi-
dates end up losing interest 
and the justice delivery sys-
tem faces a huge loss.

The Judge stated that, Cen-
tre (You) have to forget you 
are appointing judges, you 
are appointing the ad-hoc 
judges. Once it is recom-
mended by the Chief Justice 
it should happen in a matter 
of days ad if the same goes 
for long no one will come 
back.

Accordingly, the court list-
ed the matter for the next 
hearing on 8th of February, 
2023.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: ‘Many Eminent 
Lawyers Are Not Willing To 
Join The Bench But Are Ready 
To Work As Ad-Hoc Judges’
TDG NETWORK 

The Uttarakhand High Court in the 
case Alok Kumar v. Union of India & 
Ors observed and has imposed a cost 
of Rs 50,000 on Facebook for failing 
to reply to a petition alleging circula-
tion of a morphed video on the social 
media site, the court stated that it ap-
pears prima facie that the Meta-owned 
platform is not complying with Infor-
mation Technology (Intermediary 
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics 
Code) Rules, 2021. The division bench 
comprising of Chief Justice Vipin 
Sanghi and Justice Ramesh Chandra 
Khulbe observed and has warned the 
Facebook that no further time shall be 
granted for filling of the response.

The court in its order stated that, 
while granting four weeks’ time to 
respondent no.6 to file its counter-
affidavit, which  also should disclose 
the steps taken by the said respondent 
to comply with the aforesaid Rules, 
the court subject to respondent no.6 
to costs of Rs.50,000/- out of which, 
Rs.25,000/- shall be paid to the pe-
titioner and the Uttarakhand High 
Court Bar Association shall deposit 
the remaining amount. Thus, the said 
cost is to be deposited withing three 
weeks. Last Year, a Public Interest 
Litigation (PIL) was filled before the 
High Court, wherein seeking framing 
of guidelines to deal with cases of on-
line extortion and of online abuse that 
particularly impacts the younger gen-
eration. Further, directions were also 
sought for setting up a helpline and 

coordination amongst authorities and 
social media sites to deal with cases of 
online abuse.

However, one of the grievances of 
the petitioner is that someone has up-
loaded a morphed video, “containing 
obscenity and has involved him, and 
the same got circulated on Facebook. 
When a complaint was made by him 
to the social media platform against it, 
the petition stated that only an auto-
matic reply was received by them.

During the hearing, the counsel, Ab-
hijay Negi appearing for the petitioner 
submitted that the IT Rules mandate 
the publisher or a significant interme-
diary like Facebook to act in terms of 
a grievance redressal mechanism and 
that the self-regulating mechanism. 
Further, it was alleged by him that 

Facebook has not acted in terms of the 
grievance redressal mechanism and 
the petitioner’s complaint has fallen 
on deaf ears.

It was also informed to the Court 
that through Facebook was served 
with the petition last year and no 
counter affidavit has been filled till 
the date. The counsel, Vikas Bahugu-
na representing the Facebook, sought 
more time for filing of the counter af-
fidavit. The division bench compris-
ing of Chief Justice Sanghi stated that, 
prima-facie, it is being appeared that 
the respondent no.6 is not comply-
ing with the aforesaid Rules, which 
are statutory in character and bind 
respondent no.6.” Accordingly, the 
court listed the matter for next hear-
ing on February 16.

IN COURT

UTTARAKHAND HIGH COURT IMPOSED 
RS50K COSTS ON FB FOR NOT FILING 
REPLY IN PIL: IT APPEARS FACEBOOK 
IS NOT COMPLYING WITH IT RULES 
TDG NETWORK The Delhi High Court in 

the case Jolly Singh versus 
The State observed and has 
ruled that once a magistrate 
passes an order under Sec-
tion 156 (3) of Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure wherein di-
recting registration of FIR 
on a complaint, the same is 
not open for police to raise 
an objection regarding ter-
ritorial jurisdiction.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Jasmeet Singh stated 
that quashing an order 
passed by an Additional 
Commissioner of Police 
whereby the investigation 
in an FIR alleging abduc-
tion was transferred to from 
Delhi’s Model Town police 
station to Uttar Pradesh’s 
Greater Noida.

Justice Jasmeet Singh 
stated that once the order 
has been passed by the 
magistrate directing inves-
tigation, the same is not 
open to the police to raise 
an objection regarding ter-
ritorial jurisdiction. In the 
present case, the Additional 
Commissioner of Police has 
transferred investigation 
from Delhi to Greater Noida, 
Uttar Pradesh. Thus, this 
being the tantamount to 
reviewing the order of MM 
which only a superior court 
has the authority to do. In 

2018, a Delhi resident had 
made a complaint to Model 
Town police station against 
various accused persons 
alleging that they abducted 
him and took him to Noida 
for finalizing an import deal. 
Further, it was alleged that 
he was illegally detained at 
Greater Noida’s Surajpur 
and was also coerced to is-
sue cheques worth Rs. 5.75 
crores. An application was 
moved by Singh before the 
concerned court at Rohini 
after no action was taken. 
An order was made for filing 
of FIR in Model Town police 
station and it was observed 
that during the investigation, 
the Additional Commis-
sioner of Police transferred 
the FIR to Greater Noida on 
November 11, 2020.

The issue raised in the 
case of the petitioner that 
the transfer was contrary 
to law and that the ACP had 
no authority for transfer-
ring the investigation out of 
his jurisdiction especially 
when the court issued the 
directions for registration of 
FIR which is also monitor-
ing the probe.

It has been stated by the 
prosecution in response 
that there were already two 
criminal cases and seven 
other cases under Nego-
tiable Instruments Act, 1881 
which is pending between 
the parties. Further, it was 
stated that the seven cases 
under NI Act were pending 
in Noida and the other two 
FIRs were also pending in 
Noida, which were eventu-

ally cancelled.
The Delhi Police in its 

response stated that the al-
leged incident had taken 
place in PS Surajpur, Noida 
and that the investigation 
which was carried out did 
not establish any abduction 
of the petitioner from Delhi 
to Noida because the pe-
titioner himself has drove 
down to Noida. At the Out-
set, the case file was trans-
ferred to the DGP, UP Police, 
Lucknow.

Accordingly, the order of 
the Additional Commis-
sioner of Police has been set 
aside by the court, Justice 
Singh stated that no objec-
tion regarding territorial ju-
risdiction was taken by the 
police when the MM direct-
ed registration of the FIR.

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: Police Can’t 
Transfer FIR Citing Territorial 
Jurisdiction After Magistrate’s 
Order Under Section 156(3) CrPC
TDG NETWORK 
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The Ninth Meeting of 
Ministers of Justice of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) Member 
States was represented by 
Kiren Rijiju, Union Minis-
ter of Law & Justice today  
along with Prof. S.P. Singh 
Baghel, Minister of State 
in the Ministry of Law & 
Justice.

Earlier, Rajveer Singh 
Verma, Additional Secre-
tary, Department of Legal 
Affairs, Ministry of Law 
& Justice represented the 
third meeting of the Ex-
perts Working Group on 
7th December, 2022 along 
with senior officers of the 
Government.

 The meetings were con-
ducted through Video Con-
ferencing mode. 

The meeting was attend-
ed by Minister of Law & 
Justice of the Republic of 
India, Kiren Rijiju, Deputy 
Minister of Justice of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, 
Mukanova Alma Kairatov-
na, Minister of Justice of the 
People’s Republic of China, 
Tan Yijun, Deputy Minis-
ter of Justice of the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Baktiyar Saipidi-
novich Orozov, Minister of 
Law and Justice of the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan, 

Senator Azam Nazir Tarar, 
First Deputy Minister of 
Justice of the Russian Fed-
eration, Evgeny Leonidov-
ich Zabarchuk, Minister of 
Justice of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, Ashurien Mu-
zaffar Kurbonmukhammad 
and Minister of Justice of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan, 
Tashkent Akbar Dzhura-
bayevich. The meeting was 
also attended by Deputy 
Secretary General of the 
SCO Ashimov Erik Sarse-
bekovich.
Addressing the eminent 

gathering of Ministers of 
Justice from SCO Mem-
ber States, Kiren Rijiju, 
Hon’ble Minister of Law 
& Justice, emphasized that 
this Session was of special 
significance as SCO had 
completed 21 years of its 
creation since 15 June 2001 
and India was also cel-
ebrating “Azadi Ka Amrit 
Mahotsav” an initiative of 
the Government of India to 
commemorate 75 years of 
independence and the glo-
rious history of its people, 
culture and achievements. 
It commensurates with the 
spirit of SCO, as it had been 
established with the aim 
of strengthening mutual 
trust and respect among 
the Member States. SCO 
pursues its internal policy 

based on the principles of 
mutual trust and benefit, 
equal rights, consultations, 
respect for the diversity 
of cultures and aspiration 
towards common develop-
ment.

He mentioned the e-
Courts Project, conceptu-
alized as a Mission Mode 
Project of the Government 
of India, as a part of the Na-
tional e-Governance Plan 
based on the “National 
Policy and Action Plan for 
Implementation of Infor-
mation and Communica-
tion Technology in the In-
dian Judiciary”, established 

after long-standing efforts 
on the parts of our govern-
ment during the difficult 
times of Covid 19 Pandem-
ic and helped the courts 
to perform all the task of 
Justice Delivery in virtual 
mode. The project is under 
implementation since 2007 
under the joint partnership 
of Department of Justice, 
Ministry of Law and Jus-
tice, Government of India 
and the e-Committee of the 
Supreme Court of India. It 
is aimed at transforming 
the judicial system of the 
country by ICT enablement 
of courts and enhance the 

judicial productivity, both 
qualitatively and quantita-
tively for making the justice 
delivery system accessible, 
cost effective, transparent, 
accountable, efficient and 
time bound. The services 
under the project cater to 
all key stakeholders in-
cluding the judiciary, High 
Courts, The District & Sub-
ordinate Courts and the 
citizens/litigants/lawyers/
advocates.

He also highlighted Alter-
native Dispute Resolution 
(ADR) mechanism, which 
offer a faster, transparent 
and accessible option to the 

citizens of the country. In 
fact, they were one of the 
major factors to achieve 

“Ease of Doing Business” by 
improving dispute resolu-
tion with regard to contract 
enforcement among the 
national or global stake-
holders. Another very im-
portant ADR mechanism 
is Mediation. Mediation is 
a voluntary dispute reso-
lution process. To have a 
consolidated law on me-
diation, the Government 
of India has introduced the 
Mediation Bill, 2021 in the 
Parliament. He apprised 
the gathering of the high 
priority, the Government 
has accorded to resolving 
disputes through ADR; 
framing business facilitat-
ing laws and rules, includ-
ing Commercial Courts 
Act and Arbitration Laws 
with a view to make India 
a preferred destination for 
investment and businesses.
As part of activities of 

Justice Ministers’ Forum, 
the Minister congratulated 
all  Ministers of the SCO 
Member States for their 
efforts towards achieving 
the goals of the SCO and 
assured India’s full coop-
eration in the future as well. 
Also, in this emerging era of 
digitization and new pos-
sibilities, He called upon all 

the SCO partners to commit 
to promote technology in 
all fields and adopting, de-
veloping new mechanisms 
like ADRs in the Legal Sys-
tem of all the SCO Member 
States.Earlier, the Experts 
Working Group discussed 
issues related to the provi-
sion of legal services to indi-
viduals and/or legal entities, 
and stressed on the need of 
the development of infor-
mation technologies in the 
provision of services. 

Emphasizing the mutual 
understanding reached on 
the development of the legal 
systems of the SCO Mem-
ber States, taking into ac-
count the agreements and 
tasks provided for in the 
SCO Development Strategy 
until 2025, the Ministers 
of (Law and) Justice of the 
SCO Member States declare 
the following:

1. To carry out interac-
tion between the Minis-
tries of (Law and) Justice 
of the SCO Member States, 
contributing to the pres-
ervation and expansion of 
mutual trust, good-neigh-
borliness and friendship 
between the SCO Member 
States.

2. To continue work on 
the implementation of the 
Cooperation Agreement 
between the Ministries of 

Law and Justice of the SCO 
Member States, signed in 
Dushanbe on August 18, 
2015.

3. To continue strength-
ening cooperation between 
the Ministries of (Law and) 
Justice of the SCO member 
States in order to promote 
the development of legal 
systems.

4. To organize mutual 
visits of representatives of 
the Ministries (Law and) 
Justice of the SCO Member 
States, hold SCO regional 
conferences, bilateral sym-
posiums, seminars, work-
shops and joint courses on 
topical legal issues and ex-
change experience in this 
field.

5. To continue the ac-
tivities of Expert Working 
Groups on forensic exper-
tise and legal services.

The Ministers of (Law and 
) Justice and senior officials 
/ experts from the Minis-
tries of Law & Justice of 
India, Kazakhstan, China, 
Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, 
Russian Federation, Tajiki-
stan and Uzbekistan par-
ticipated in the three days’ 
deliberations. The next 
Meeting of the Ministers of 
Justice of the SCO Member 
States will be held in 2023 
in the People’s Republic of 
China.

LAW & JUSTICE

SCO pursues its internal policy based on the principles of 
mutual trust and benefit, says Law Minister Kiren Rijiju 

TDG NETWORK 

Terrorist attacks are 
highly responsive 
to funding availabil-

ity, and financial counter-
terrorism can therefore be 
effective in reducing terror-
ism casualties, according 
to research conducted by 
Nicola Limodio, Assistant 
Professor of Finance at 
Bocconi University Visit-
ing Fellow at the Econom-
ics Department and the 
Julis-Rabinowitz Center for 
Public Policy and Finance at 
Princeton University.

Everyone knows that ter-
rorists need money and 
other assets, for weapons, 
training, travel and ac-
commodation to plan and 
execute their attacks and 
develop an organization. 
Disrupting and preventing 
terrorist-related financial 
flows and transactions is 
one of the effective ways to 
fight terrorism.  Not only 
can it prevent future attacks 
by disrupting their material 
support, but the footprint 
of their purchases, with-
drawals and other financial 
transactions can also pro-
vide valuable information 
for ongoing investigations.

Without destroying the 
war economy in Kash-
mir, bringing peace to the 
troubled Indian state will 
remain a pipedream. For-
mer Commandant of the 
BSF and researcher N 
S Jamwal estimates that 
Pakistan spends around 
$5 million annually (Rs 24 
crore) to sustain militancy 
in Kashmir while India’s 
expenditure on counter-
insurgency operations (CI-
OPS) is around $1.46 billion 
annually (Rs. 730 crores). 
These figures are an indi-
cation of how every dollar 
spent on terrorist activi-
ties necessitates a financial 

commitment several orders 
of magnitude on counter-
intelligence and physical 
expenditures in the target 
country. He is of the view 
that financing terrorism in 
J&K costs no more than US 
$70-80 million annually i.e., 
Rs 400-500 crore.

The need and importance 
for blocking finances to ter-
rorist organizations were 
outlined and emphasized 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and the Home 
Minster recently while ad-
dressing a conference ‘No 
Money for Terror’ (NMFT) 
Ministerial Conference on 
Counter-Terrorism Financ-
ing in New Delhi recently. 
The two-day conference 
which was organised on 
18th-19th November was 
a unique platform for par-
ticipating nations and or-
ganisations to deliberate on 
the effectiveness of the cur-
rent international regime on 
Counter Terrorism Financ-
ing and the steps required 
to address emerging chal-
lenges. It was concluded in 
the conference that coun-
tering terrorism financing 
is an essential part of the 
global fight against the ter-
ror threat. As terrorists and 
terror groups continue to 
raise money with the use of 
various means, countries 
must make it a priority to 
understand the risks they 
face from terrorist financ-
ing and develop a policy 
response to all aspects of it.

State support is one of 
the major sources of politi-
cal, ideological and finan-
cial support for terrorism. 
Certain countries support 
terrorists as part of their 
foreign policy. There must 
be a cost imposed upon 
countries that support ter-
rorism. Organisations and 
individuals that try to cre-
ate sympathy for terrorists 

must also be isolated. There 
can be no ifs and buts enter-
tained in such matters. The 
world needs to unite against 
all kinds of overt and covert 
backing of terror.

The infrastructure used 
for cyber terrorism and 
online radicalisation is dis-
tributed while some entities 
also train the terrorists with 
weapons from remote loca-
tions as well as online re-
sources. Communications,  
travel,logistics - there are 
many links in the chain in 
different countries. Terror-
ists should not be allowed to 
misuse differences in legal 
principles, procedures and 
processes in different coun-
tries. This can be prevented 
through deeper coordina-
tion and understanding be-
tween governments. Joint 
operations, intelligence co-
ordination and extradition 
help the fight against terror.
As scholar and author Su-

shant Sareen have said in 
the context of Jammu and 
Kashmir that on one hand 

thousands of people have 
died, families and proper-
ties destroyed, and an entire 
society traumatised, the one 
set of people who have pros-
pered beyond their wildest 
imagination is the separat-
ist mafia.  The huge fortunes 
built by separatists and ter-
rorists in Kashmir are one 
of the worst-kept secrets 
in Kashmir. Over the years, 
Kashmir has been trans-
formed into a war economy, 
which needs to be disman-
tled.

For decades, the focus of 
the Indian security estab-
lishment in hotspots around 
the country has been more 
on seizing weapons than 
on cracking down on the 
funding networks. While 
in the West, security agen-
cies followed the money to 
bust criminal syndicates 
and terror networks, in 
India the thinking was that 
the problem wasn’t the 
money but the munitions. 
Unfortunately, elements 
in the Indian security es-

tablishment have also con-
tributed to the separatist 
entrepreneurship in Kash-
mir by plying the separat-
ists with huge amounts of 
money in the fond hope of 
weaning them away from 
Pakistan and eventually 
winning them over – the 
former Intelligence Bureau 
chief in Kashmir and later 
Research & Analysis Wing 
chief, A S Dulat, has admit-
ted as much in his book on 
Kashmir. Essentially what 
this meant was that the sep-
aratists raked in the moolah 
from all sides – India, Paki-
stan, within Kashmir, for-
eign donors, and so forth.

Fortunately, there has 
been a policy change in 
New Delhi over past few 
years. The trigger for the 
policy change appears to 
have been the remarkable 
sting operation carried out 
by intrepid reporters of In-
dia Today TV who exposed 
the shenanigans of the mer-
chants of death in the Valley. 
The outcry after the expose 

probably gave the govern-
ment the justification it 
needed for strangulating 
the funding of the separat-
ists and terrorists.

In fact, among the most 
interesting aspects of the 
India Today sting operation 
was that the separatists who 
were exposed didn’t seem at 
all surprised or suspicious 
that they were being offered 
money by middlemen from 
outside the state to provide 
protection for their opera-
tions and even create dis-
turbances to further their 
interests. If anything, the 
terror financiers saw they 
are dealing with these re-
porters who were imper-
sonating middlemen from 
mainland India as nothing 
out of the ordinary, almost 
as if it was business as usual.

 Kashmiri militants ob-
tain financial support from 
dozens of Islamic charities 
and radical Islamic organ-
isations that channel funds 
to terrorist groups. The 
Pakistan-based Markaz-

ul-Dawa-Ishad, the parent 
outfit of LeT and a religious 
organisation puts out regu-
lar advertisements in its in-
house monthly magazine, 
Al Dawa. It urges Muslims 
to donate money to Kash-
mir ‘Jehad Fund’ and de-
posit it in bank accounts. 
12 At its annual congrega-
tion in November 1998 at 
Muridke, near Lahore, the 
Markaz decided to raise Rs 
5 crore including 3 crores 
to supply weapons to the 
Kashmiri ‘Jehad’, 1 crore for 
training and 1 crore to reha-
bilitate Kashmir refugees in 
POK. 13

Several First Information 
Reports (FIRs) filed by the 
Jammu & Kashmir Police in 
1997 indicate that the senior 
leaders of the APHC receive 
donations from abroad.  The 
nexus between narcotics 
and terrorism had led to a 
new term-Narco-Terrorism. 
It is recognised as one of the 
oldest and most dependable 
sources of terrorist financ-
ing, primarily because of 
the magnitudes of finance 
involved in both activities.

Extortion has emerged as 
a major source of terrorist 
funding. Police and Intel-
ligence agencies believe 
that most businessmen, 
shopkeepers, government 
employees, contractors, 
especially those dealing in 
timber and persons with 
the sound financial back-
ground are easy targets. 
Hawala funding through a 
network of dealers which 
extends from the OIC 
countries to Delhi, Mumbai 
and other places in India 
also feeds militancy. Many 
of these Hawala dealers 
have begun wholesale/re-
tail businesses as fronts to 
divert money to the J&K 
militant groups. Pakistani 
Finance Minister Shaukat 
Aziz, a former executive 

vice president of Citibank in 
New York said that US $2-5 
billion moves through the 
Hawala system annually 
in Pakistan. This is higher 
than the amount of regular 
foreign transfers through 
the country’s banking sys-
tem.

A US Treasury Depart-
ment study identified Ha-
wala as the preferred means 
of laundering monies from 
drug trafficking and other 
crimes in Pakistan. The re-
port said Pakistan, India and 
Dubai on the Persian Gulf 
from the Hawala Triangle to 
move money secretly world-
wide.  One Abdul Rehman 
was arrested on December 
6, 2001, with Rs 15.5 lakh 
in Delhi. This money was 
coming from Dubai for HM. 
Further, on the same day, 
Rs 40 lakh coming Hawala 
channels were recovered 
from a Kashmiri militant 
which was received by him 
through the Hawala channel. 
The Delhi Police arrested 
four Kashmiri militants on 
January 15, 2002, from the 
capital and seized Rs. 35 lakh 
from them. This money was 
received by militants from 
Pakistan through a Hawala 
operator in Chandni Chowk.

It can be safely concluded 
that terrorism in J&K is 
financed by a variety of 
sources, both national and 
transnational. While it costs 
the terrorists only a modest 
sum of money to destabilise 
the region and spread terror, 
the Indian government has 
to set aside huge outlays to 
tackle the problem. A more 
effective method of fight-
ing terrorism would be to 
launch a multidimensional 
offensive against all the 
sources-narcotic trade, ex-
tortion, counterfeiting, fake 
charities-as well as methods 
of financing, namely, hawala 
and front companies.

ANALYSIS

Choking funding to terrorism is a need of the hour

ASHOK BHAN

Effective method of counter-terrorism would be to launch a multidimensional offensive 
against funding, extortion, counterfeiting, fake charities, hawala and front companies

Kiren Rijiju speaks at the Ninth Meeting of Ministers of Justice of the SCO Member States



The Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) on Thursday issued 
orders barring authorities 
from arresting Pakistan 
Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif ’s son Suleman 
Shehbaz after he reaches 
the country. The court’s 
order came during the 
hearing of Suleman’s plea 
for bail in a money laun-
dering case, The News 
International reported. 
The Islamabad High Court 
directed Suleman Shehbaz 
to surrender before the court 
by December 13. The deci-
sion of the court comes after 
Suleman Shehbaz requested 
the IHC through his lawyer 
Amjad Pervaiz seeking two-
week protective bail in a 
money laundering case as he 
had decided to end his Lon-
don exile, as per The News 
International report. He had 
requested the court to grant 
him bail so that he could 
appear before the court af-
ter he arrives in Pakistan 
During the hearing in the 
court, Suleman Shehbaz’s 
lawyer Amjad Pervaiz told 
the court that his client has 
been living in abroad since 
October 2018 and all the 
cases against him have been 
filed after that. The court 

told Pervaiz that they can-
not issue bail in the absence 
of the petitioner. Amjad 
Pervaiz requested the court 
to stop the authorities from 
arresting Suleman Shehbaz. 
Pervaiz informed the court 
that Suleman Shehbaz will 
arrive in Islamabad on De-
cember 11 and also submit-
ted his ticket in the court. 
The court agreed to the law-
yer’s request and ordered 
Suleman to appear before 
the bench on December 13, 
as per the news report. The 
court directed authorities to 
not arrest Suleman Shehbaz 
after he arrives in Pakistan. 
Notably, Suleman Shehbaz 
is set to travel to Pakistan 
along with his wife and chil-
dren after ending his exile 
of more than four years in 
London. 

The United Kingdom on Friday announced an unprecedent-
ed international aerospace coalition with Italy and Japan to 
adapt and respond to future security threats.

UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak is set to visit a UK base to-
day to launch the first major phase of the programme, which 
aims to harness the combined expertise of defence technology 
industries to push the boundaries of what has been achieved 
in aerospace engineering to date. “Due to take to the skies 
by 2035, the ambition is for this to be a next-generation jet 
enhanced by a network of capabilities such as uncrewed 
aircraft, advanced sensors, cutting-edge weapons and inno-
vative data systems,” the UK Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) 
said. By combining forces with Italy and Japan on the next 
phase of the programme, the UK plans to utilise their exper-
tise, share costs and ensure the RAF remains interoperable 
with our closest partners. The project is expected to create 
high-skilled jobs in all three countries, strengthening our 
industrial base and driving innovation with benefits beyond 
pure military use.

The UK, Italy and Japan will now work intensively to estab-
lish the core platform concept and set up the structures need-
ed to deliver this massive defence project, ready to launch the 
development phase in 2025.
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‘REPREHENSIBLE’

Taliban defends 
public execution, 
alleges ‘interference’ 

Following criticism over the public execution of a man, the 
Taliban on Thursday defended its actions. The Taliban on 
Thursday termed the international criticism over its public 
execution “reprehensible” and “interference” in Afghanistan’s 
internal matters, Voice of America (VOA) News reported.

Taliban spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid in a statement 
said that their action was criticised due to a lack of informa-
tion about Islam and Afghanistan. He stressed that 99 per 
cent of the people in Afghanistan are Muslim. Mujahid’s 
statement comes after US and United Nations criticised the 
Taliban for the public execution of a man. Zabihullah Muja-
hid said that they have made many sacrifices for enforcing 
Islamic laws in Afghanistan. Defending the public execution, 
Zabihullah Mujahid said that death penalties are “given all 
around the world,” including America and Europe, as per the 
VOA News report. “The fact that Afghanistan is being criti-
cized for applying Islamic sentences shows that some coun-
tries and organizations have either insufficient knowledge or 
have problems with Islam, respecting Muslims’ beliefs and 
laws,” VOA News quoted Zabihullah Mujahid as saying.

“This action is an interference in the internal affairs of coun-
tries and is reprehensible,” he added.

On Thursday, the Taliban Supreme Court announced the 
public flogging of 27 convicts, including nine women, in Par-
wan province. The decision of the Taliban Supreme Court 
comes a day after publicly executing a man charged with 
murder for the first time since they took over Afghanistan 
last year. Taliban’s spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid had con-
firmed the public execution of a man. Taliban spokesperson 
He said that hundreds of people witnessed the execution, 
including the top officials of the group, as per the VOA News 
report.

Zabihullah Mujahid said that the executed person was tried 
in the Taliban courts and subsequent appellate tribunals. He 
claimed that the executed person in the court had “confessed 
to stabbing to death” a resident of Farah and stealing his be-
longings, including a motorcycle. According to the spokes-
person, the execution was carried out by the victim’s father.

The United States is 
planning to announce 
new sanctions against 

Russia and China on Friday, 
targeting human rights vio-
lations in both countries, the 
Wall Street Journal newspa-
per reported, citing sources.

The report said part of the 
restrictions will be related to 
the Global Magnitsky Act, a 
law that authorizes the US 
government to sanction for-
eign government officials 
worldwide. It further said 
the sanctions will freeze 
any assets Russia and China 
have under US jurisdiction, 
prevent their travel to the US 
and impose a ban on business 
dealings.

The sanctions will also tar-
get several entities of the Rus-

sian defence sector, which are 
allegedly tied to the transfer 
of Iranian unmanned aerial 
vehicles, and illegal fishing 
activities in the Pacific Ocean, 
which Washington blames 
on Beijing, the report added.

The US Congress adopted 
the Magnitsky Act in 2012 
following the death of Rus-
sian tax accountant Sergei 
Magnitsky in a Moscow 

prison in 2009 after he ac-
cused the government of 
corruption.

In 2016, the US Congress 
expanded the legislation by 
adopting the Global Mag-
nitsky Act, which allows the 
US government to impose 
sanctions on any entity or 
individual implicated in hu-
man rights abuses or corrup-
tion.

Other countries, including 
the United Kingdom and 
Canada, have adopted similar 
legislation.

This report on sanctions 
comes as the US has de-
scribed China as the pacing 
threat and Russia as an acute 
threat.

The US Defense Depart-
ment just released the 2022 
China Military Power Report 
last week, and both China 
and Russia were central in 
October’s National Defense 
Strategy.

Kimberly Jackson, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of De-
fence for Force Readiness, 
said Pentagon is ready for 
things beyond just China 
and Russia.

“Strategic readiness, it’s 
about balance,” said Jackson 
during a discussion Wednes-
day with Center for a New 

American Security. “We are 
not foregoing the absolute 
need to be ready in the near-
term, because we are think-
ing about readiness from a 
strategic perspective.”

Readiness, Jackson said, 
means also ensuring that 
the department is able to 
conduct the operations and 
respond to the contingencies 
it can’t predict, such as Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine in 
February.

“That’s not something that 
we planned for years before,” 
Jackson said.

“We need to be able to 
have our processes enable 
the predictability that allow 
us to plan and to resource 
into the future and to think 
thoughtfully about how we 
divest, how we modernize, 
how we ensure that readiness 
for years out,” she added.
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The sanctions will freeze any assets under US jurisdiction. 

Suleman Shehbaz
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UK, Japan, Italy to 
develop next-gen 
fighter jets

MISSILE PRoLIfERatIoN

US designates 6 Pakistani 
firms for ‘unsafeguarded’ 
nuclear proliferation

The United States has 
placed six Pakistani com-
panies on its entity list for 
missile proliferation and 
unsafe-guarded nuclear ac-
tivity.

These companies were 
part of two dozen entities 
from countries like Russia, 
Switzerland, Latvia, Paki-
stan, United Arab Emirates, 
that were added to the Enti-
ty List of the US Commerce 
Department. “Today, the 
Commerce Department’s 
Bureau of Industry and Se-
curity (BIS) issued a rule 
that adds 24 new entities 
to the Entity List under 26 
entries, applying stringent 
license requirements that 
will severely restrict these 
entities’ access to commodi-
ties, software, and technolo-
gies subject to the Export 
Administration Regulations 
(EAR). These entities are 
added under the destina-

tions of Russia, Switzer-
land, Latvia, Pakistan, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (U.A.E.),” 
the US Commerce Depart-
ment’s Bureau of Industry 
and Security (BIS) said in a 
press release.

Six Pakistan-based com-
panies which are designed 
are Dynamic Engineering 
Corperation, Rainbow Solu-
tions (Pakistan), Universal 
Drilling Engineers (Paki-
stan), EnerQuip Private, 
Ltd. (Pakistan), NAR Tech-
nologies General Trading 
LLC (Pakistan and UAE) 
and TROJANS (Pakistan 
and UAE).

These companies were 
added to the entity list for 
“unsafeguarded nuclear ac-
tivity and missile prolifera-
tion related activities.”

“For the unacceptable 
risk of using or diverting 
items subject to the EAR for 
Pakistan’s unsafeguarded 
nuclear activities, Dynamic 
Engineering Corperation 
has been added to the Entity 

List,” BIS said in the state-
ment.

“Five companies are being 
added to the Entity List for 
their contributions to un-
safeguarded nuclear activ-
ity and missile proliferation 
related activities that are 
contrary to the national se-
curity and foreign policy in-
terests of the United States,” 
the statement added.

US Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Export Ad-
ministration Thea Rozman 
Kendler said advancements 
in missile and nuclear tech-
nology must be vigorously 
protected from those who 
seek to cause harm and de-
struction at a global scale.

“We cannot allow the ex-
port of U.S. technology to 
contribute to nuclear prolif-
eration worldwide. Our ac-
tion today helps to prevent 
that from happening and 
demonstrates U.S. leader-
ship in standing up for the 
principles of ethical innova-
tion,” Kendler added.

cEaSEfIRE wItHDRawN

‘US ExIt fRoM afgHaNIStaN 
BoLStERED ttP actIvItIES IN Pak’
The US exit from Afghani-
stan last year had bolstered 
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) activities with its base 
in the war-torn country still 
intact, Pakistan’s counter-
terrorism authority in Is-
lamabad told the country’s 
Senate Standing Committee 
on Interior.

The TTP gained consider-
able ground and increased 
its footprint and magnitude 
of activities during the peace 
talks process, The News In-
ternational newspaper re-
ported. “It was also noted 
that strong public opposi-
tion to returning to Swat is 
a positive development,” the 
Pakistan newspaper said 
citing the briefing of coun-
ter-terrorism authority to 
the interior committee.

Last month, the TTP for-
mally withdrew its ceasefire 
agreement with Pakistan, 
which was formally de-
clared in June.

The withdrawal of the 
ceasefire agreement on No-
vember 28 was followed by 
a wave of terror attacks in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 

Balochistan.
Notably, the United States 

this month designated four 
terrorists of al-Qaeda in 
the Indian Subcontinent 
(AQIS) and TTP, as global 
terrorists. 

The Biden administration 
said that it is committed 
to ensuring that terrorist 
groups do not use Afghani-
stan as a platform for inter-
national terrorism.

“The United States is com-
mitted to using its full set 
of counterterrorism tools 
to counter the threat posed 
by terrorist groups operat-
ing in Afghanistan, includ-
ing al-Qa’ida in the Indian 
Subcontinent (AQIS) and 
Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan 

(TTP), as part of our relent-
less efforts to ensure that 
terrorists do not use Af-
ghanistan as a platform for 
international terrorism,” 
State Secretary Antony 
Blinken said in a statement.

The US designated the 
deputy emir of TTP Qari 
Amjad, who oversees op-
erations and militants in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Province.

The Afghan Taliban as 
part of the exit accord with 
the US vowed not to host 
terror groups, however, a 
UN Security Council report 
earlier this year said the 
movement has failed to fully 
cut ties with al-Qaeda and 
TTP.

gaMINg RIvaLS

Biden govt seeks to block Microsoft’s 
$ 69 billion takeover of Blizzard

The US government will try 
to block Microsoft’s deal to 
acquire game developer and 
Xbox maker Activision Bliz-
zard amidst concerns it may 
suppress competitors, the 
Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) said on Thursday.

“Microsoft has already 
shown that it can and will 
withhold content from its 
gaming rivals,” said Holly 
Vedova, Director of the 
FTC’s Bureau of Competi-
tion,” FTC Competition Bu-
reau Director Holly Vedova 
said in a statement. “Today 
we seek to stop Microsoft 
from gaining control over a 
leading independent game 
studio and using it to harm 
competition in multiple 
dynamic and fast-growing 

gaming markets,” Vedova 
added.

The USD 69 billion deal 
to acquire Activision Bliz-
zard also includes the ac-
quisition of its major war 
video game franchise, Call 
of Duty. The FTC said that if 
the purchase goes forward, 
it would be the biggest in the 
gaming industry and Mi-
crosoft’s largest transaction 
ever .

In a complaint, the FTC 
pointed to Microsoft’s re-
cord of acquiring and using 
valuable gaming content to 
suppress competition from 
rival consoles, including 
its acquisition of ZeniMax, 
parent company of Bethes-
da Softworks.

Microsoft decided to make 
several of Bethesda’s titles 
including Starfield and 
Redfall Microsoft exclusives 

despite assurances it had 
given to European antitrust 
authorities that it had no in-
centive to withhold games 
from rival consoles, the 
trade commission added.

According to FTC, Micro-
soft’s purchase of Activision 
would allow it to manipu-
late pricing, degrade the 
game quality and player ex-
perience on rival consoles, 
harming consumers.

Microsoft’s Xbox Series S 
and Series X are one of only 
two types of high-perfor-
mance video game consoles. 
Importantly, Microsoft also 
offers a leading video game 
content subscription service 
called Xbox Game Pass, as 
well as a cutting-edge cloud-
based video game stream-
ing service, according to the 
complaint.

Activision is one of only 

a very small number of top 
video game developers in 
the world that create and 
publish high-quality video 
games for multiple devices, 
including video game con-
soles, PCs, and mobile de-
vices.

It produces some of the 
most iconic and popular 
video game titles, including 
Call of Duty, and has mil-
lions of monthly active users 
around the world, accord-
ing to the FTC’s complaint.

Activision currently has 
a strategy of offering its 
games on many devices re-
gardless of producer. But 
that could change if the deal 
is allowed to proceed. The 
complaint said that with 
control over Activision’s 
blockbuster franchises, Mi-
crosoft would have both the 
means and motive to harm.

top of the day

MaSSIvE fIRE 
BREakS oUt at 
MaLL IN MoScow 
MosCoW: a fire broke 
out in a store in the Mega 
Khimki shopping mall in 
the city of Khimki in the 
Moscow region on Friday, 
the regional department 
of the Russian Ministry of 
Emergencies said. 
the department said the 
fire covers an area of 7,000 
square meters, sputnik 
reported. Cans filled with 
paint and aerosols are 
exploding in the store at 
the scene, the department 
told the Russian news 
agency. 
some 30 people and nine 
units of equipment are 
engaged in extinguishing 
the fire, the report added. 

“the fire at 7:05 a.m. [Mos-
cow time, 04:00 gMt] was 
assigned difficulty number 
four of five,” the press of-
fice of Russia’s Ministry of 
Emergencies said.

coURt aDjoURNS 
PtI SENatoR 
SwatI’S BaIL 
isLaMaBaD: a district 
and sessions court in is-
lamabad on thursday ad-
journed Pakistan tehreek-
e-insaf (Pti) senator azam 
Khan swati’s bail plea over 
controversial tweets case 
till December 12 without a 
hearing. azam Khan swati 
continues to remain in 
Balochistan police custody 
on a physical remand in 
one of the cases registered 
against him, the news 
international reported. 
swati also faces charges 
of using foul language 
against military officers in 
tweets in separate cases. 
During the hearing, spe-
cial judge Raja asif Mehm-
ood said that he will soon 
be transferred to another 
court and a different judge 
will hold a hearing on the 
plea. Mehmood adjourned 
the hearing and stated 
that he will hear the plea 
if his transfer notification 
is not issued by December 
12, according to the news 
international report.

IED BLaSt 
DaMagES two 
PYLoNS of 
tRaNSMISSIoN 
LINES
sinDh: improvised 
explosive devices planted 
at the foundations of 
power pylons exploded 
late on tuesday night. the 
explosion partially dam-
aged two pylons of high 
transmission lines of the 
national transmission 
and Dispatch Com-
pany (ntDC) in Jamshoro, 
Dawn reported. 
the sindhudesh Revo-
lutionary army (sRa) 
is said to have claimed 
responsibility for blow-
ing up the pylons. the 
explosions happened at 
towers no 467 and 463 
located in a mountainous 
area between indus and 
M9 highways, as per the 
Dawn report.  an official 
of the Bomb disposal 
squad who reached the 
site after the blasts said 
that the four foundation 
pillars of tower 467 were 
partially damaged with 
around 100 grams of 
explosives. according to 
the Bomb disposal of-
ficial, the explosives were 
believed to be detonated 
through non-electrical 
devices. the official fur-
ther said that the blasts 
did not impact the supply 
of transmission lines. 
Meanwhile, Jamshoro 
ssP imran Qureshi said 
that probe is underway. 
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The TTP gained considerable gorund during peace talks.
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 SURGE IN CRIMES

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
RISING IN PUNJAB PROVINCE 
OF PAKISTAN: REPORT

Criminal activities against 
women in Punjab province 
of Pakistan have skyrock-
eted with a surge in sexual 
crimes by 16 per cent in 2021, 
a Gender Parity Report by 
Punjab Commission on the 
Status of Women (PCSW) 
revealed on Thursday.

As per the report, cases 
of kidnapping climbed 25 
per cent, those of assault 
by 47 per cent, those of acid 
burning by 18 per cent and 
honour killing by 17 per 
cent, News International re-
ported. In Punjab, the VAW 
acquittal rate in 2021 was 95 
per cent. The PSCA Women 
Safety Application’s overall 
active user base climbed by 
265 per cent.

There are 60.8 million men 
and 59.2 million women liv-
ing in Pakistan’s Punjab, 
respectively. Men are more 
likely than women to own a 
mobile phone (64.3 pc ver-
sus 25.3 pc), and men are 
more likely than women to 
utilise the internet (24 pc 

versus 15.3 pc). The num-
ber of births registered 
climbed from 1.32 million in 
2020 to 1.37 million in 2021, 
while the number of deaths 
registered increased from 
540,681 in 2020 to 577,629 
in 2021.

Only 7 pc of women have a 
licence to drive, 0.04 pc have 
a licence to ride a bike and 
only 1.7 pc possess a vehicle. 
Only 8.2 million women 
own their own land com-
pared to 17.8 million men 
who do.

As per media reports, of 
the total 131 reported cases 
of kidnapping in the coun-
try, 96 were from Punjab 
province. Sindh reported 23 
cases, followed by 11 from 
KP and one from Islamabad. 
No cases of kidnapping were 
reported from Balochistan.

Rape cases were the sec-
ond most reported in the 
media. Out of the total of 57 
cases, Punjab reported the 
highest of 38 cases, while 
Sindh reported 13 followed 
by 3 from Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and 2 cases from 
Islamabad. 
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AMBITIOUS POLICY

China loses influence 
in South Asia as 
protests erupt

 China’s ambitious policy of 
exerting its influence in the 
South China Sea appears 
blurred as neighbouring 
countries like Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh, Nepal, and the 
Maldives have launched the 
anti china protest.

Notably, the anger amongst 
these countries is because 
of the debt trap of massive 
loans from china and their 
interference and presence in 
their country. The ongoing 
economic crisis in Sri Lan-
ka, which led to the Chinese 
occupation of Hambantota 
port over non-repayment of 
loans, has added to the prob-
lem, according to The Singa-
pore Post.

Sri Lanka granted the 
Hambantota port to the Chi-
nese on a 99-year lease but 
is now facing the brunt of 
repaying the debt which is 
worsened because of China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative.

Currently,  Sri  Lanka 
blames China for their eco-

nomic crises. Earlier, several 
politicians had led anti-Chi-
na protests as it had declined 
the restructuring of their 
loans, according to Nectar 
Gan, an author in The Sin-
gapore Post. “If the Chinese 
government and Embassy 
do not look after the interests 
of our Lankan people... there 
will be a China go home cam-
paign soon,” Gan quoted a 
32-year-old legislator Shana-
kiyan Rasamanickam. How-
ever, China’s loans were op-
posed in Sri Lanka way back 
in 2017. Buddhist monks 
had warned the government 
of Sri Lanka that it would 
become a Chinese colony 
if it fell for the BRI but the 
government ignored their 
warning.

Financial experts based in 
Bangladesh have criticized 
the Chinese loans for be-
ing expensive and with no 
option of grants unlike the 
loans given by the World 
Bank (WB), Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) or Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA).

Shanghai on Thursday 
announced measures 
as part of the imple-

mentation of China’s 10 new 
steps for optimizing the 
COVID-19 response. From 
Friday, negative COVID test 
certificates are not needed 
for indoor entertainment 
venues and restaurants in 
Shanghai, Global Times re-
ported.

Special requirements con-
tinue to remain in places 
like elderly care, children’s 
welfare institutions, medi-
cal institutions and schools. 
Shanghai announced that 
no mass COVID testing will 
be conducted at the admin-
istrative region level except 
for employees in high-risk 

positions and high-risk ar-
eas. The new measures have 
been announced in Shang-
hai after China optimized 
its COVID response by re-
leasing 10 new measures. 
Wu Jinglei, deputy director 
of the office of municipal 
epidemic prevention and 
control leading group, in a 
press briefing on Thursday 
said, other people can get 
themselves tested volun-
tarily and residents without 
testing records within seven 
days will not be subject to a 
yellow health code, as per 
the Global Times report.

Wu Jinglei added that 
Shanghai will continue 
to have nucleic acid test-
ing sites and will give free 
testing services. Accord-
ing to the new measures 
announced by Shanghai 

on Thursday, symptomatic 
carriers, and mild COV-
ID-19 cases meeting certain 
requirements will be per-
mitted to isolate at home 
from Friday.

The health department 
will monitor the positive 
cases during home quaran-
tine and they will be able to 
come out of isolation if their 
CT value equals or is above 
35 for two consecutive times 
on the sixth and seventh day 
of the quarantine, as per the 
news report.

According to authorities, 
patients with deteriorating 
health conditions will be 
shifted to hospitals for treat-
ment. Testing requirement 
no longer exists for people 
arriving in the city, accord-
ing to Global Times report. 
The authorities said that 

close contacts who meet 
quarantine requirements 
can stay in home quaran-
tine for five days. People 
no longer need to register 
information before buying 
medicines like cough relief, 
antiviral and cold.

China’s decision to ease 
restrictions comes after 
large-scale protests erupt-
ed in the country against 
the zero-COVID policy. 
Notably, China has been 
adhering to a zero-COVID 
policy ever since the pan-
demic emerged. China has 
conducted mass testing, 
imposing lockdowns and 
travel restrictions to curb 
the virus. Protest erupted 
in Shanghai after a fire 
broke out at an apartment 
building in Urumqi on  
November 24. 

MASS COVID TESTING
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SHANGHAI TO REMOVE COVID 
TEST IN INDOOR VENUES 

 HEADS TO BIDEN

US House passes bill protecting 
same-sex and interracial marriage

The US House on Thurs-
day approved legislation 
to protect same-sex and 
interracial marriage. The 
bill has been sent to US 
President Joe Biden’s desk 
for his signature so that 
it becomes law, CNN re-
ported.

The House vote was 258 
to 169 with 39 Republicans 
joining Democrats in sup-
porting the legislation. 
The House’s vote for the 
‘Respect for Marriage Act,’ 
comes after the Senate 
passed the same bill last 
week by a vote of 61-36, as 
per the CNN report. Dur-
ing the voting in the Senate, 
all the members of the Sen-
ate Democratic caucus and 
12 Republicans voted in fa-
vour of the bill. In a speech 

on the Floor of the House, 
US House of Representa-
tives Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
said, “I rise today in strong 
support for the Respect of 
Marriage Act, a historic 
step forward in Democrats’ 
fight to defend the dig-
nity and equality of every 
American.” She called on 
lawmakers to support the 
bill and uphold the inviola-
bility of same-sex marriage 
and interracial marriages.

Nancy Pelosi stated, “We 
must act now on a bipar-
tisan, bicameral basis to 
combat bigoted extremism 
and uphold the inviolabil-
ity of same-sex and interra-
cial marriages. Once signed 
into law, the Respect for 
Marriage Act will help pre-
vent right-wing extremists 
from upending the lives of 
loving couples, traumatiz-
ing kids across the country 

and turning back the clock 
on hard-work progress.”

Furthermore, Pelosi 
stressed that the legisla-
tion will take measures to 
uphold marriage equality 
under federal law. She fur-
ther said, “Today, we stand 
up for the values the vast 
majority of Americans hold 
dear, a belief in the dignity, 
beauty and divinity, spark 
of divinity, in every person 
and abiding respect for love 

so powerful that it binds 
two people together.”

Notably, the bill will not 
set a national requirement 
that all states must legalize 
same-sex marriage. How-
ever, individual states will 
recognise another state’s 
legal marriage. The vote on 
legislation protecting same-
sex marriage gained atten-
tion in the United States 
after the Supreme Court 
earlier this year overturned 
the Roe v. Wade decision.

Earlier in June, The Su-
preme Court said that there 
is no longer a federal con-
stitutional right to an abor-
tion. When Roe v. Wade 
decision was overturned, 
Justice Clarence Thomas 
urged the court to recon-
sider the 2015 Obergefell 
v. Hodges decision that 
recognised same-sex  
marriage.
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UN CONCERNS

‘Exclusion of Afghan women 
under Taliban continues’

Afghani women and girls are 
being systematically exclud-
ed from virtually all aspects 
of life under the Taliban, 
UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Volker Turk 
said.

While giving the opening 
statement at the press con-
ference today, Turk said, 
“Afghanistan, where the 
continued systematic exclu-
sion of women and girls from 
virtually all aspects of life is 
unparalleled in this world. 
It deprives the country as a 
whole of the benefit of the 
significant contributions 
that women and girls make,” 
according to the statement 
released by United Nations 
Regional Information Cen-
tre. He deplored the con-
tinued use of corporal and 
capital punishment, includ-
ing the most recent instances 
of lashings and executions 
carried out in public this 
month, in flagrant violation 
of Afghanistan’s internation-
al human rights obligations.

“I urge the de facto authori-

ties to establish an immedi-
ate moratorium on future 
executions and to abolish the 
death penalty,” Turk said in 
a statement.

This statement came fol-
lowing the first public execu-
tion of a man charged with 
murder since the militant 
group took over the country 
last year.

Taliban spokesperson 
Zabihullah Mujahid said that 
the execution took place in a 
sports stadium in western 
Farah province early morn-
ing. Mujahid said that hun-
dreds of people witnessed 
the execution, including the 
top officials of the group, as 

per the Voice of America 
News report. He said that the 
executed person was tried in 
the Taliban courts and sub-
sequent appellate tribunals. 
Zabihullah Mujahid claimed 
that the executed person in 
the court had “confessed to 
stabbing to death” a resident 
of Farah and stealing his 
belongings, including a mo-
torcycle, as per the news re-
port. Furthermore, Mujahid 
said that the man was found 
guilty and the “sentence of 
retribution” was declared. 
“He was found guilty, and 
the sentence of retribution 
was enforced on the mur-
derer,” VOA News quoted 
Zabihullah Mujahid as say-
ing. “The killer was shot 
three times by the father of 
the deceased with an assault 
rifle,” he added.

Taliban spokesperson em-
phasized that the decision 
to enforce the ‘Sharia sen-
tence’ was “very carefully” 
analyzed, as per the VOA 
News report. According to 
him, the Taliban’s supreme 
leader Mullah Hibatullah 
Akhundzada approved the 
decision.
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Human Rights Volker Turk

 TWITTER FILES 

‘Select group placed 
people on secret blacklists’

Twitter employees build 
blacklists and actively lim-
ited the visibility of entire 
accounts, according to the 
second installment of Elon 
Musk’s “Twitter Files” that 
shed light on the company’s 
hidden practices of the pre-
vious management.

“A new #TwitterFiles 
investigation reveals that 
teams of Twitter employees 
build blacklists, prevent dis-
favored tweets from trend-
ing, and actively limit the 
visibility of entire accounts 
or even trending topics--all 
in secret, without inform-
ing users,” said the editor of 
The Free Press Bari Weiss, 
in a series of tweet. “Twit-
ter once had a mission to 
give everyone the power to 
create and share ideas and 
information instantly, with-
out barriers. Along the way, 
barriers nevertheless were 
erected,” she added.

Even though previous 
management denied reports 
of a shadow ban, Weiss said 
Twitter executives and em-

ployees used a powerful 
tool like “Visibility Filtering 
or VF” to block searches of 
individual users and to lim-
it the scope of a particular 
tweet’s discoverability.

Weiss said that “VF” re-
fers to Twitter’s control over 
user visibility. “It used VF to 
block searches of individual 
users; to limit the scope of a 
particular tweet’s discover-
ability; to block select users’ 
posts from ever appearing 
on the trending page; and 
from inclusion in hashtag 
searches.”

She said that a select 
group, which handled up to 
200 “cases” a day, decided 
whether to limit the reach of 

certain users was the Strate-
gic Response Team - Global 
Escalation Team.

“But there existed a level 
beyond official ticketing, 
beyond the rank-and-file 
moderators following the 
company’s policy on paper. 
That is the Site Integrity Pol-
icy, Policy Escalation Sup-
port, known as SIP-PES,” 
she added. Weiss said that 
this secret group included 
Head of Legal, Policy, and 
Trust Vijaya Gadde, the 
Global Head of Trust and 
Safety Yoel Roth, subse-
quent CEOs Jack Dorsey 
and Parag Agrawal, and 
others.

“This is where the biggest, 
most politically sensitive 
decisions got made. Think 
high follower account, con-
troversial, another Twitter 
employee told us. For these 
there would be no ticket or 
anything,” she said.

The published files alleged 
that the previous Twitter 
management took steps to 
suppress reporting regard-
ing Hunter Biden’s laptop 
ahead of the 2020 US Presi-
dential Election.
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 PRISONER SWAP

RUSSIA RELEASES BASKETBALL STAR BRITTNEY 
GRINER IN EXCHANGE FOR RUSSIAN ARMS DEALER
US basketball star Brittney 
Griner was released by Rus-
sia in a prisoner exchange 
after America’s President 
Joe Biden agreed to a swap 
for Viktor Bout, an impris-
oned Russian arms dealer.

On Thursday morning, 
Biden shared a picture 
with Brittney Griner’s wife 
Cherelle Griner on his 
Twitter handle and wrote, 
“Moments ago I spoke to 
Brittney Griner. She is safe. 
She is on a plane. She is on 
her way home.”

Addressing a presser, 
Biden said, “After months 
of being unjustly detained in 
Russia, held under intoler-
able circumstances, Brittney 
will soon be back in the 
arms of her loved ones, and 
she should’ve been there all 
along.”

He also thanked the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates for their 
help in facilitating her re-
lease as the exchange took 
place at Abu Dhabi airport 

on Thursday. He said he ex-
pected her to be back in the 
US in the next 24 hours.

Notably, Viktor Bout, a 
Russian arms dealer known 
as the “Merchant of Death” 
was given a 25-year prison 
sentence by the US in 2012.

The basketball star’s case 
became an international 
cause because she was seen 
as a hostage held by Rus-
sia’s President Vladimir V 
Putin and was subjected to a 
broad swath of international 
sanctions in response to its 
invasion of Ukraine a week 
after her arrest, The New 
York Times reported.

Griner was described by 
one of her lawyers this fall 
as struggling emotionally 
and increasingly worried 
that she would not be freed. 
According to her lawyer, she 
was permitted outside once 
a day to walk for an hour in a 
small courtyard, and other-
wise confined to a cramped 
cell with two cellmates. She 
slept on a specially elongat-
ed bed to accommodate her 
6-foot-9 frame.

American officials met 
with her in the penal colony 
last month for the first time 
since a Russian court reject-
ed her appeal and reported 

that she was doing “as well 
as can be expected,” as a 
White House spokeswom-
an put it at the time. Griner 
turned 32 while in custody 
and her family continued to 
press for her release, report-
ed The New York Times.

In February, the Rus-
sian authorities detained 
Brittney Griner on drug 
charges after finding vape 

cartridges that contained 
hashish oil in her luggage 
while she was at an airport 
near Moscow.

After her arrest, Griner, 
an All-Star centre with 
the W.N.B.A.’s Phoenix 
Mercury and a two-time 
Olympic gold medalist, was 
sentenced to nine years in 
prison which President 
Biden termed “unaccept-

able” and called for the im-
mediate release of the ath-
lete.

“It’s is unacceptable, and I 
call on Russia to release her 
immediately so she can be 
with her wife, loved ones, 
friends, and teammates,” 
Biden said in a statement.

Earlier, in November, 
CNN reported that Griner 
was transferred to a Rus-
sian penal colony to serve 
the remainder of her smug-
gling sentence on drug 
charges that were upheld 
in late October Describ-
ing Griner’s transfer to the 
Russian Penal Colony as 
“another injustice layered 
on her ongoing unjust and 
wrongful detention,” the US 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said, In addition to 
the nine-year sentence for 
transporting cannabis oil 
into Russia, for which she 
was found guilty of drug 
smuggling and possession, 
the US Basketball player 
Brittney Griner was also 
fined 1 million rubles (USD 
16,500).
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ANTONY BLINKEN HAILS 
RELEASE OF BRITTNEY GRINER 
WASHINGTON: The United States Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken has praised the release of American basketball 
player Brittney Griner from Russian detention. He stated 
that the administration will continue to make efforts to 
bring Paul Whelan back to the US.Griner was released in 
a prisoner swap that involved Russian arms dealer Viktor 
Bout, according to CNN. Blinken said that Cherelle Griner 
spoke to her wife Brittney and stressed that listening to 
them connect for the first time after the basketball player’s 
release “was as moving as it was unforgettable.” Blinken 
made the remarks during a joint press availability with 
Swedish Foreign Minister Tobias Billstrom and Finnish 
Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto. In his remarks, Blinken 
further said, “their strength and resilience have been noth-
ing short of inspiring.” He thanked the US State Depart-
ment team and colleagues across the US government who 
worked tirelessly to secure the release of Brittney Griner. 
Blinken expressed gratitude to “Emirati friends”, who he 
stressed assisted in Brittney Griner’s transfer.

TDG NETWORK
BEIJING 



news plus the daily guardian review
saturday |  10 december 2022
new delhi12

A barber 
creates 

a hair 
style of a 

football fan 
during the 

ongoing 
FIFA World 
Cup 2022, 

Qatar, in 
Kolkata on 
Thursday.

AMAZINGLY FIFA 

#VICKAT

‘MY RAY OF LIGHT’: VICKY, KATRINA 
TAKE SOCIAL MEDIA BY A STORM 
On the day of their first wedding anniversary on Friday, 
Vicky Kaushal and Katrina Kaif took the Internet by a 
storm with heartfelt romantic wish for one another. 
Their friends, co-workers, and fans praised their sweet 
anniversary notes. 

On their anniversary, #VicKat saw an uptick and 
started trending. Katrina Kaif wrote, “My ray of light, 
Happy One Year…”, whereas Vicky Kaushal posted a 
wedding picture along with a caption that read, “Time 
flies… but it flies in the most magical way with you, my 
love. Happy one year of marriage to us. I love you more 
than you can ever imagine!”

Netizens flooded the couple with blessings and well 
wishes. One of the users tweeted, “Happy VICKAT day! 
May they stay blessed, happy and endlessly in love. They 
are the sweetest couple ever.”

“Good 
governance 
is the need 
of the hour. 
For good 
governance, 
you need to 
connect with 
common 
people”

DROUPADI MURMU

BRAIN-PICKING 

President, at the valedictory function of the 97th Common 
Foundation Course in Mussoorie. 

MUSICALLY

CELINE DION’S RARE 
NEUROLOGICAL DISORDER IS 
MAKING HER A STIFF PERSON
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LOS ANGELES                                          Celine Dion, a Canadian sing-
er, has disclosed that she has 
stiff-person syndrome, a rare 
neurological condition that 
affects one in a million people. 
Celine took to her Instagram 
handle recently and posted a 
video message revealing the 
diagnosis of her disorder. 
The mother of three shared 
one pre-recorded video in 
English and one in French.  
“As you know, I’ve always 
been an open book. And I 
wasn’t ready to say anything 
before -- but I’m ready now. 
I’ve been dealing with prob-
lems with my health for a 
long time. And it’s been really 
difficult for me to face these 
challenges and talk about ev-
erything that I’ve been going 
through,” Celine said in the 
video. The ‘My Heart Will Go 
On’ singer went on to reveal 
that she has been diagnosed 
with stiff person syndrome 
(SPS), which she explained 
“affects something like one in 
a million people.” SPS is de-

fined by the Cleveland Clinic 
as “a rare autoimmune move-
ment disorder that affects the 
central nervous system (the 
brain and spinal cord).” In 
the beginning, the muscles in 
the trunk of those who have 
this ailment stiffen, and with 
time, the legs and other body 
muscles also become stiff and 
rigid. Celine said the disorder 
was causing spasms that af-
fected her ability to walk 
and sing. “While we’re still 
learning about this rare con-
dition, we now know this is 
what has been causing all of 
the spasms I’ve been having. 
Unfortunately, these spasms 
affect every aspect of my daily 
life, sometimes causing diffi-
culties when I walk and not 
allowing me to use my vocal 
cords to sing the way I’m used 
to,” she stated.

The singer explained that 
due to the effect on her abil-
ity to perform, she was forced 
to once again postpone her 
planned ‘Courage’ tour, 
which had already been post-
poned three times.

Celine Dion 

Houseboat festival being held in Srinagar. 

SOCIETAL CHALLENGE 

Once upon a time, 
the image of an an-
gry young man was 

depicted heroically and the 
nation applauded his guts. 
But today, anger and ag-
gression among youth is not 
only a challenge but it con-
tinues to be an unstoppable 
discussion. Aggression is 
the delivery of an aversive 
stimulus from one person 
to another, either with intent 
to harm or with an expecta-
tion of causing such harm, 
when the other person is 
motivated to escape or avoid 
the stimulus.

What gives birth to this 
anger and aggression 
among our youth? Does 
domination over others 
provide satisfaction or 
enjoyment? Or is it some-
thing that emerges when 
one suffers crime and as a 
victim of that crime, com-
pelling that soul to commit 
the same crime with another 
person. Is it the temper, the 
environment, the social 
setting which aggravates 
a sense of anger or is just 
a manifestation of having 
been rejected by someone. 
Very often we get to see that 

youngsters from highly po-
litical or economically well-
off backgrounds also have 
tendencies that stand out 
when compared to overall 
youth around them. Does 
that signify, higher the pur-
chasing power stronger is 
the aggression? However, 
when you see the statistics 
or even capture the scenar-
ios from the daily news, dis-
crimination has a lot more 
to do with the aggressive be-
haviours 

leading 
to crime. And this is visible 
across the nation. 

All said and done, anger, 
aggression, bullying and 
rash behaviour is nothing 
but a departure from peace. 

It is indeed a psychological 
nonconformity. A notable 
implication of this behav-
iour is the diversion of mind 
from studies, career plans 
and overall positivity. 

Though, like every other 
emotion, anger also is a per-
fectly natural one, how and 
with what intensity it man-
ifests can make it hurtful, 
scary and destructive. For 

both adolescents and 
youths, inability to 

express anger, 
can make them 
feel not only 
helpless, but 
c a n  c a u s e 
frustration to 
the extent of 

making them 
ill.  
The bigger ques-

tion is, should we 
accept and address this 

leviathan which is not only 
causing furor in schools and 
colleges, but also is travel-
ling from there to the streets 
leading to crime of all kinds. 
The shocking statistics that 
we get to see from the data 

captured by National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) ev-
ery year is just half of it, as 
umpteen cases go unreport-
ed and do not see the light of 
the day. Many of us simply 
avoid doing anything about 
it, thinking it is a problem 
with the students, by the 
students and therefore, the 
answer and solution for the 
same should also come from 
students. And we miss out 
on doing something about 
those who emerge with a 
behavioural outburst. We 
should never forget that 
behind every offender of 
young age is a gut-wrench-
ing story of poverty, broken 
homes, troubles in early life, 
pressures in school, drug 
abuse, physical and sexual 
abuse, untreated mental ill-
ness, 

Helping regulate anger to 
a right degree, at the right 
time, and for the right pur-
pose is perhaps the only 
pathway we can suggest to 
our adolescents and youth. 
Dr Benazir Patil is the Chief 
Executive Officer of SCHOOL.

DO WE WANT TO JUSTIFY 
THE ANGRY YOUNG MAN?

Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Houseboat festival is a 
sight to behold 

SHORT MEN HAVE THESE 
SHOCKING PERSONALITY TRAITS

TOURISM REVELATION 

A “Houseboat Festival” was 
held on Dal Lake in Sri-
nagar to draw tourists to the 
Kashmir Valley during the  
winter.

The houseboats  and 
shikaras were decked out 
and lit up for the event. The 
Kashmir Tourism Depart-
ment was in charge of plan-
ning the houseboat festival. 
In the midst of Kashmir’s 
freezing winter, colour-
ful cultural performances 
were staged throughout 
the festival aboard shikaras 
and adorned houseboats, 
and picture booths themed 
on Kashmir’s tourism and 

culture were also set up. On 
this occasion, Haseeb Peer, 
Director of the Tourism De-
partment of Kashmir, said 
that through the festival, 
tourists should be attracted 
towards Kashmir in winter. 
He said that the department 
has taken on many activities 
and programmes in this re-
gard.

The people associated with 
tourism expressed their 
happiness over this festi-
val and termed it welcome. 
They said that the arrival 
of tourists in the valley is 
down due to the severe cold, 
and this will also provide 
the people of the valley with 
better employment. 

“Not to frighten women 
who already enjoy a nice re-
lationship with their “short 
king,” but research shows 
some startling truths about 
their personality traits. 
Polish research claims that 
short men may be “evolu-
tionarily hardwired” to more 
confrontational behaviour. 
They have a set of personality 
traits which the scientists la-
bel as the “dark triad”. These 
include psychopathy, narcis-
sism and Machiavellianism.

“Our study provides the 
first assessment (that we are 
aware of) of how the dark 
triad traits relate to height 
and height attitudes.” “We 
demonstrated that not only 
are people high on the dark 
triad traits less satisfied with 
their height, but this may 
be because they are actu-
ally shorter, leading us to 
believe that the behavioural 
syndromes of the dark triad 
traits may be part of a suite 

of psychological systems de-
signed by natural selection to 
better enable those of shorter 
stature a better life.”

As per Monika Kozlowska 
from the University of Wro-
claw, Poland, when a person 
is not physically imposing, he 
attempts to make up for it by 
becoming ‘psychologically 
formidable’.

“Appearing more power-
ful may in turn make other 
people perceive them as taller 
than they really are,” she said.

The research was intended 
to investigate the “Napoleon 
Complex”, a myth named 
after the infamous French 
leader who was allegedly just 
5’2” in height.
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HILARIOUS

WHEN ROGER FEDERER GOT 
‘NO ENTRY’ TO WIMBLEDON

During Wimbledon, the Grand Slam tournament where he 
has won eight titles, the most of any player, tennis ace Roger 
Federer described a hilarious incident when he was denied 
entry.The 20-time Grand Slam champion was stopped by 
a security guard for not having his membership card with 
him.  
In an episode of The Daily Show released on Thursday, 
when host Trevor Noah asked him about the incident, 
the Swiss Maestro said, “When you win Wimbledon, 
you become a member automatically. So, I’m like, “No, 
I don’t have my membership card but I am a member 
and I’m just wondering where I can get in,” and she 
said, “Yeah, but you have to be a member.” I was like, 
“I’m just asking you again where can I get in,” and she 
said, “The other side, but you have to be a member,” 
When a player wins Wimbledon, he immediately becomes 
a member of the All-England Lawn Tennis and Croquet 
Club (ALTEC), a feat Federer has accomplished eight times.

“So, I look at her one last time and I’m so sorry, I couldn’t 
believe and still can’t believe I said this and because I still 
feel bad about it,” he stated further on the show.

Roger Federer 

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON 

FIVE MOST SEARCHED SONGS ON 
GOOGLE IN 2022
Imagine you are travelling somewhere and hear a 
song with a catchy tune and lyrics you can relate to; 
now that song is playing continuously in your head, 
and you are trying to figure out its name. This happens 
to the best of us; millions of people flood Google, try-
ing to figure out which song has occupied their mind. 
Here’s a list of the top 5 most searched songs on 
Google in 2022.

KESARIYA
Kesariya, from Brahmastra Part One: Shiva, 
was sung in the melodious voice of lovable In-
dian singer Arijit Singh. The beautiful Kesariya 
lyrics were written by versatile lyricist Amitabh 

Bhattacharya, and the music was composed by legend-
ary musician Pritam. It took over the top trends on all 
social media and became a fan favourite as soon as it 
was released.

SRIVALLI
The love song from the popular movie Push-
pa, Srivalli, became a social media sensa-
tion. Indian and foreign celebrities, including 
cricketers, are joining in the fun and repris-

ing Arjun’s hook step in Instagram reels. The original 
Telugu song has garnered millions of views and also 
smashed records.

CHAAND BAALIYAN 
Aditya A’s Indian song “Chaand Baaliyan” took 
third place and charted at No. 1 on Apple Mu-
sic and iTunes in India. With the 45th position 
on YouTube Charts in India, “Chaand Baali-

yan” has been a trending song on Instagram Reels as 
well since April 2022.

MAAN MERI JAAN
King’s Maan Meri Jaan Lyrics is a Hindi song 
from the EP Champagne Talk. Maan Meri 
Jaan’s lyrics were also penned down by 
King, while its music was provided by Sau-

rabh Lokhande, and the video was directed by Akhilesh 
Vats. It was released in November 2022 and has already 
received 38 million views.

JAADUGAR
This new rap song, ‘Jaadugar’ has gone viral 
now these days on all the major social me-
dia sites, like YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, 

and many more. Tanishq Singh, aka Paradox, gave this 
heartfelt performance and was named performer of 
the week on the MTV Hustle 2.0 show. The 18-year-old 
singing sensation has gotten 32 million views already 
on this song.

—  ALISHA LOUIS

BENAZIR PATIL 
SATURDAY READ

Anger and aggression among youth is not only a challenge 
but it continues to be an unstoppable discussion

The 
bigger 

question is, should 
we accept and address 

this leviathan which is not 
only causing furor in schools 

and colleges, but also is 
travelling from there to 
the streets leading to 

crime of all kinds.
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WE WOMEN WANT: KIRAN NEGI’S 
PARENTS DEMAND JUSTICE 

Migrants in India fill 
the dingy lanes of 
most large cities 

in India. They are the “out-
siders” found in clusters 
in different states within 
India. They learn that the 
name of the game is to sur-
vive. So they quickly learn 
to imbibe the culture of the 
state they migrate to to start 
a new life away from their 
homes. They make attempts 
to forget their past and also 
tenaciously try to hold on to 
the fond memories of their 
parents and siblings, like 
a shrinking balloon that 
wrinkles and crumbles over 
time, lost among the milieu.

Most migrants flee their 
homes for a better life out-
side.

The majority of minor 
girls are sold into brothels 
in the trafficking industry. 
These innocent girls are 
sold to the highest bidder. 
Most often, these girls are 
bought into the flesh trade 
by a relative or a friendly 
neighbour who promises 
the family a good income 
for the family. These girls 
are also from our neigh-
bouring countries, like, 
Nepal, and Bangladesh. We 
can also find such practices 
in Indian states like West 
Bengal and Darjeeling, 
where girls are sold into big-
ger cities to the madam who 
slowly initiates her into the 
flesh trade.

The migrant girls most 
often can’t speak the lo-
cal dialect. So they are at 
a loss where the pricing is 

negotiated and have zero 
knowledge of how to even 
register a complaint with 
the authorities.

If the girl dares to protest, 
she is mercilessly beaten by 
the owner, who has paid to 
buy her. These girls are also 
cheated of their money and 
left unattended if they catch 
incurable diseases.

Kolkata has an influx 
of migrant workers from 
Punjab, Bihar, Assam, the 
North Eastern States of In-
dia, and Bangladesh. Most 
of them have risked their 
lives to migrate in search of 
a better way of life.

Out of West Bengal’s 23 
districts, 10 share a bor-
der with Bangladesh. The 
border lines are made of 
barbed wire that separates 
the countries. The migra-
tion from Bangladesh into 
India happens when 
the border gates are 
o p e n e d .  Ma ny 
smuggle the girls 
to be sold into 
India.

Many women 
have been mar-
ried in India, 
whereas the fam-
ily still lives in Ban-
gladesh. These wom-
en wait for the day, once 
a year to meet their siblings 
or parents. They share 
their emotions, fruits, and 
clothes as gifts across the 
barbed wire with a long, 
drawn stick that they reach 
out across the wires.

Talking to Zarina, 24, who 
left her home at the age of 11 

when her mother died, she 
said, “My family was poor. 
I am the eldest among my 

sib-
lings. My 

father was not perturbed 
when a neighbour offered 
to take me to Shillong to 
work as a domestic help 
in someone’s home. I went 
along with him from As-
sam to Shillong. The lady 

of the house made me toil 
like a donkey. I was asked 
to cook Maggi for children 
in the home but they never 
offered me anything.”

Zarina’s eyes filled up with 
tears as she continued, “I 
miss my mother, but my 

father is totally disinter-
ested in my well-being. 
I have got the news that 
my younger sister and 
her boyfriend died in the 
floods of Assam while 

crossing the river, but I 
think she got away lucky. 
No man is willing to marry 
me, and the road back home 
is also shut.”

Like Zarina from Assam, 
many Bangladeshi girls are 
also smuggled every day to 
work in India. The Radcliffe 
line was drawn between 
West Pakistan (now Paki-
stan) and India on the west-
ern side and between India 

and East Pakistan (now 
Bangladesh) on the eastern 
side of the subcontinent. 
The length of the Radcliffe 
Line is 3223 kilometers. It 
was established in August 
1947, but there are maybe 
double or triple the num-
ber of people who are lost 
in cities in India, crossing 
the mark of the estimated 
numbers as per the records.

According to the last cen-
sus report, there are four 
crore migrant workers in 
India.

Migration isn’t a story of 
glory. It is a battle of loss and 
longing, found among the 
migrants who get together 
in groups, trying to find fa-
miliarity in the unfamiliar 
surroundings around them.

Mohua Chinappa is an au-
thor and a podcaster of a show 
called The Mohua Show.

VULNERABLE
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THE ‘MISERABLE’ PLIGHT OF 
WOMEN MIGRANTS IN INDIA

MOHUA CHINAPPA

This week on “We Women 
Want,” we have a heart-
breaking episode in which 
we meet the parents of Ki-
ran Negi, a 19-year-old girl 
who was kidnapped by three 
boys in Gurugram in Febru-
ary 2012. This is also known 
as the “Chhawla Rape and 
Murder Case,” as the victim 
belonged to Chhawla village 
near Delhi’s Qutab Minar.

The accused kidnapped the 
girl and brutalised her—they 
raped her, inserted broken 
bottles in her vagina, threw 
acid on her face, inserted 
screwdrivers in her eyes. 
When she asked for water, 
broke a ̀ matka’ on her fore-
head. Her body was found 
abandoned in a field in Re-
wari, Haryana.

Since then, her parents 
have been running to courts 
to seek justice, with the as-
sistance of PARI (People 
Against Rapes in India). 
While two lower courts 
have awarded the death 
penalty, the matter has re-
mained pending before the 
Supreme Court for over a 
decade, even though Kiran 
Negi was brutalised and 

murdered before Nirbhaya. 
Moreover, her case did not 
get the media glare or the 
justice it deserves.

Last month, the Supreme 
Court freed all three con-
victs—Rahul, Ravi, and 
Vinod—in the Kiran Negi 
murder case who had been 
given the death penalty by 
the High Court. Her an-
guished parents filed their 
third review petition before 

the Supreme Court on 7 
December. Delhi’s LG has 
taken a keen interest in the 
case and approved of en-
gaging SG Tushar Mehta to 
represent the girl. It has been 
a heartbreaking journey for 
the parents, as the case was 
not highlighted by the me-
dia. They fought a lonely 
battle, helped by the NGO 
Pari.

Kiran’s parents, Kunwar 

Singh and Maheshwari, 
came on the show, along 
with Yogita Bhayana, the 
founder of PARI, and told 
us their story. Choking with 
emotion, Kunwar Singh said 
that nothing less than capital 
punishment would satisfy 
him and give him the closure 
he needs. Also on the show 
were volunteers who work 
at PARI and housewives 
who help rape victims, and 

they narrated just how diffi-
cult it was to go to the police 
station and get a FIR regis-
tered.

An indignant Yogita told us 
how the defence lawyer told 
the court that the boys had 
been ‘reformed’ and sought 
leniency, stating that at least 
they had not chopped the 
girl in pieces. This kind of 
insensitivity on the part of 
our legal system, also needs 
to be highlighted. The par-
ents also narrated how the 
accused threatened them in 
court, and as Kunwar Singh 
said, his biggest fear is that 
they will be released and will 
come after them.

The show was moderated 
by NewsX Senior Executive 
Editor Priya Sahgal, and it 
was an extremely emotive 
interaction as the parents 
laid bare their pain, and we 
can only hope that Kiran 
Negi will one day get the 
justice she deserves. And 
the parents will at least not 
have the pain of running to 
the courts and knowing that 
their daughter’s abusers 
and killers can one day walk 
away free. This was not just a 
show, this is a campaign that 
NewsX will take up, and we 
hope that so will all of you.

MIGRATION IN INDIA 

FOR WOMEN

FOR MEN

FOR BOTH

If 
the girl dares 

to protest, she is 
mercilessly beaten by 

the owner, who has paid to 
buy her. These girls are also 
cheated of their money and 

left unattended if they 
catch incurable 

diseases.

 ALL-INDIA MIGRATION RATE WAS 28.9% IN JULY-JUNE 2020-21

FEMALES RECORDED A HIGHER SHARE OF MIGRATION RATE OF 47.9%

THE MIGRATION RATE FOR MALES WAS SEEN AT 10.7%

AMONG FEMALES, THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF MIGRATION RATE WAS 
SEEN AT 86.8% FOR MARRIAGE.

MIGRATED DUE TO 
MIGRATION OF PARENT/

EARNING MEMBER OF THE 
FAMILY:

17.5%  MALES

 7.3% 
FEMALES 

49.6% OF THE MALES 
MIGRATED IN SEARCH 

OF EMPLOYMENT

IN URBAN 
AREAS

Priya Sahgal with Yogita Bhayani and Kiran Negi’s parents.

The majority of minor girls are sold into brothels in the trafficking 
industry. These innocent girls are sold to the highest bidder.

Passengers waiting in queues as they migrate to their native places amid rising cases of Covid-19 
in 2020.
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WOMEN IN THE NEWS 

FM Sitharaman and four 
others among India’s 100 
Most Powerful Women

Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, Sebi’s 
Chairperson Madhabi Puri 
Buch, Sail Chairperson 
Soma Mondal, Biocon Chair 
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, 
and Nykaa Founder and 
CEO Falguni Nayar were on 
the list of Forbes’ 100 Most 
Powerful Women.

Forbes ranked European 
Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen first on 
the 19th annual Forbes list of 
the world’s 100 most pow-
erful women for her lead-
ership during the Ukraine 
war. European Central Bank 
President Christine Lagarde 
was ranked second, US Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
was ranked third, GM Mo-
tors Chief Executive Officer 
Mary Barra was ranked 
fourth, and Fidelity Invest-
ments CEO Abigail Johnson 
was ranked fifth.

Forbes said the list was de-
termined by four main met-
rics: money, media, impact, 
and spheres of influence. For 
political leaders, we weighed 
gross domestic products and 

populations; for corporate 
leaders, revenues and em-
ployee counts; and for all, 
media mentions and reach. 
The result is a collection of 
women who are fighting the 
status quo.

Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman figures 
on the 36th position on the 
list, while the chairperson 
of Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (Sebi) is on 
the 54th position.

The other three also came 
from the business seg-
ment, with Sail Chair Soma 
Mondal on 67th position, 
Biocon Chair Kiran Mazum-
dar-Shaw on the 77th posi-
tion, and Nykaa Founder 
and CEO Falguni Nayar on 
the 89th position.

Forbes said the Union Fi-
nance Minister, who came 
from the political sphere, 
held roles at the UK-based 
Agricultural Engineers As-
sociation and BBC World 
Service before her career in 
politics. She has also served 
as a member of the National 
Commission for Women.

According to Forbes, Sebi, 
of which Puri Buch is the 
chair, oversees India’s more 

than $3 trillion stock market 
ecosystem. Puri Buch con-
sulted for the New Devel-
opment Bank in Shanghai 
and worked as a managing 
director and CEO at ICICI 
Securities.

Forbes said Mondal has 
more than three decades 
of experience in the metals 
industry. After graduating 
from college with a degree 
in electrical engineering, 
she joined the state-run Na-
tional Aluminium Co.

  Mazumdar-Shaw, one 
of India’s richest self-made 
women, founded India’s 
largest listed biopharma-
ceutical firm by revenue, in 
1978. The firm has success-
fully forayed into the lucra-
tive US market, according to 
Forbes.

I nve s t m e nt  b a n ke r -
turned-entrepreneur Falgu-
ni quit her job to start Nykaa, 
a retailer of beauty products, 
in 2012, as Forbes wrote 
about the former invest-
ment banker. Nykaa, which 
means “one in the spotlight,” 
currently sells more than 
4,500 brands online as well 
as through more than 100 
stores across India.
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 Nirmala Sitharaman.

 Soma Mondal.

Madhabi Puri Buch.

Kiran Mazumdar Shaw.



Time management is a valu-
able skill. Effectively plan-
ning how to divide one’s 
time between different 
activities enables us to get 
things done more quickly. 
Failing to manage time, on 
the other hand, reduces our 
effectiveness and can cause 
stress.

All of us have the same 
24 hours in a day, but some 
people achieve much more 
with their time than others. 
Spending the day in a frenzy 
of activity often achieves 
less, because we are divid-

ing our attention between 
too many tasks.

So how can we save time 
and also get more done in 
the available time? Is it pos-
sible to control the flow of 
time?

Managing time begins with 
managing our thoughts. The 
fewer thoughts we have, 
we will find that the more 
time we have to actually do 
things. We spend a lot of our 
time, often without realising 
it, in unnecessary and even 
harmful thinking. Dwelling 
on the past, worrying about 
the future, obsessing about 
something – all these can 
consume a lot of our time, 
leaving little for actual work.

To utilise our time most ef-
ficiently, we need to develop 
control over the mind, so 
that we think only what is 
required, at the right time, 
and no more. To be able to 
do this, the mind must be 
free of any kind of influence.

If I am prone to anger, I am 
likely to spend a lot of my 
time grumbling, criticising 

or blaming others, mentally 
or verbally. And if I am at-
tached to people or things, I 
will be thinking, maybe for 
hours, about them. Such 
thinking is unproductive, 
consumes our time and 
drains our energy.

Vices of any kind trig-
ger negative and waste 
thoughts that directly or in-
directly consume our time. 
While wasteful thinking 
may only lead to loss of time 
for the duration of the waste 
thoughts, negative think-
ing may have unwanted 
consequences, dealing with 
which will eat up more of 
our time.

If my life is full of prob-
lems, big or small, and a 
large part of my time is 
spent resolving them, it is 
the karmic fruit of seeds I 
have sown in the past. If I 
spend a lot of my time do-
ing things that I dislike but 
which circumstances re-
quire me to do, I am respon-
sible for it, because I have 
done something in the past 

that has produced the pres-
ent circumstances.

If my behaviour is not very 
nice, and as a consequence 
nobody wants to cooper-
ate with me, I will end up 
spending a considerable 
amount of time on work 
that could have been done 
much more quickly with 
help from others.

In this way our thoughts, 
words, and actions have 
consequences we cannot 
immediately imagine. If I 
want to have time on my 
side, I need to ensure that 
I use my time in the most 
worthwhile way. If my 
thoughts are benevolent 
and creative, the results will 
be positive. I will find that 
things go my way, others re-
spond positively to me, and 
my mind is not caught up in 
a jumble of thoughts about 
why people and thing are 
the way they are.

B.K. Dr. Savita is a Rajyoga 
teacher at the Brahma Kumaris 
headquarters in Abu Road.

Peace is a state of mind that 
is stable, harmonious, accept-
ing and powerful. It is experi-
enced by others as calmness 
or tranquillity.

Some think peace is impos-
sible, that they are not wired 
for peace; that their minds 
are too busy to be peaceful. 
Some think peace means be-
ing weak or meek. 

A truly peaceful person 
is undisturbed by external 
forces. It takes great strength 
to remain composed and 
unshaken when faced with 
controversy, conflict or injus-
tice. The capacity to be truly 
peaceful is in each person and 
is the strongest innermost 

quality ~ a deep reservoir of 
stable, energy waiting to be 
illuminated. 

Can peace create change?
Through collective engage-

ment and cooperation, peace 
can create sustainable change 
when it is sincere and inten-
tional.

In a world of differences, 
people sometimes think 
change can only occur when 
forced or through violence. 
However, sustainable change 
cannot be created through 
force. Any change involving 
fear is not sustainable, be-
cause people will resist the 
change or push to change 
it back when pressure is 
removed. Change is most 
sustainable at a societal and 

personal level when there is 
collective engagement and 
cooperation.

Peace is active, not passive. 
Change that is motivated by 
peace, overrides fear and 
force and is infused with the 
energy of cooperation.  

How does my peace affect 
others? 

When I focus my mind on 
peace, the silence is calm-
ing and contagious. Peace is 
contagious. Pause. Stop. Have 
a determined thought to re-
main peaceful and peace will 
grow and influence others.

When a person stays peace-
ful and does not react to the 
stress and bustle around 
them, they can create a sense 
of calm which is helpful to 

others. This can rekindle 
the peace in someone else 
or create space for others to 
check themselves and notice 
the lack of peace within them-
selves. 

How do I stay peaceful 
when I see sad or disturbing 
events in the world?

By acknowledging events 
with love and good energy 
we provide an antidote to 
difficult situations. 

It is hard to witness the suf-
fering of others. It can make 
us feel helpless and afraid. As 
a caring human being, I want 
to do something. I can always 
give good energy. 

When I hear a siren or read 
a terrible headline, I can im-
mediately send thoughts of 
power and peace to the people 
involved. With this action, I 
am reaching out with love, I 
am doing something by send-
ing good vibrations. When I 
give love and peace, I also 
protect myself from absorb-
ing the suffering and fear 
around me.

Judy Johnson coordinates the  
activities of the Brahma Kumaris 
in Atlantic Canada.
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Two indicators of spiritual 
transformation are: worry 
reduces and one becomes 
more light-hearted and joyful. 
Also, a person begins to see 
more meaningful coincidences 
and moments of synchronicity 
in life. To what extent do I 
see these indicators in my 
spiritual growth? What other 
indicators do I see? Today let 
me notice the signs of my own 
transformation.  

A thought 
for todAy

The world is a terrifying place 
right now. It seems that every 
day, something new pops up 
with the potential to increase 
our anxiety, rendering us 
more burnt out, powerless, 
tired or sad. The weight of this 
may be taking a toll on us and 
many others are feeling exact-
ly the same. It is important to 
protect our mental health. 

How we begin the day has 
great impact on how we spend 
the rest of the day. The first 
few minutes offer a chance 

to sow the positive seeds of 
enthusiasm, freshness and 
happiness. Upon waking, we 
can become detached from 
everything, and focus on our 
eternal identity, that of being 
a peaceful soul. As a being of 
light, we can connect with the 
loving light of the Supreme 
source of peace, and experi-
ence and enjoy God’s spiritual 
richness and power. 

It is no secret that stress 
is one of the biggest health 
hazards we face in modern 
times. Stress can be greatly 
alleviated if we create rou-
tines that help us relax and 
decompress. In Costa Rica, 
they have a word for this daily 
practice, which is “down shift-
ing”; whether it is taking a 
simple power nap, going for 
a relaxing stroll in nature, 
spending quality time with 
the people we love, or best of 
all, pausing several times dur-
ing the day to check the qual-
ity of our thoughts and count 

our blessings. 
Play the game of transform-

ing useless thoughts into 
powerful thoughts. When 

we engage in positive life-
affirming practices, such as 
meditation and yoga, and we 
instantly notice how strong 

our minds become. Thoughts 
affect our entire energy field, 
creating either wellness or 
illness. Consuming negative 

news and misinformation is 
like eating rubbish. Staying 
lightly informed and not go-
ing into details helps us to lim-
it the number of thoughts we 
expend. Too many thoughts, 
thinking too fast and in the 
wrong way, makes us heavy. 
Everything is energy. Where 
thoughts go, energy flows. 
Even if the world situation 
is not improving, we can just 
keep the aim for ourselves to 
‘improve’ each day and be bet-
ter than we were before. 

Leading a spiritual life makes 
the intellect full of inner clean-
liness and simplicity. There is 
no waste; not of money, or of 
mental energy, or of time and 
thoughts. Experiencing God’s 
power, we become peaceful 
inside, and when we are at 
peace, we contribute to the 
healing of the world.
Chirya Yvonne Risely is a Rajyo-
ga meditation teacher, based at the 
Brahma Kumaris Peace Village 
Retreat Center, USA.

Spiritual practiceS bring purity, peace
SeamleSS muSingS 

ChiryA yvonne risely 

The qualities of the 
human soul are ex-
pressed through 

actions and relationships. 
The soul itself has mascu-
line and feminine qualities 
and according to the karmic 
situation occupies a male or 
female body. The spiritual 
understanding of the Brahma 
Kumaris is that the human 
being comprises a soul and a 
body, functioning together as 
a living being. The soul carries 
in itself the imprints of past 
actions and these tendencies 
lead to actions in the present 
and the future. The word kar-
ma means action, but within 
the experience of human life 
it also means the exchange 
of action in terms of giving 
and taking, of accounts to be 
settled and new accounts to 

be opened (both positive and 
negative).

The relationship between 
two humans is governed by 
the qualities found in each 
soul and also the exchange 
of give and take through 
thoughts, words and actions. 
In particular, the key to good 
relations between genders is 
the quality of respect.  Spiri-
tuality enables the individual 
to maintain the awareness of 
the eternal identity of the self 
as a child of God and to see 
others also as the same. In this 
awareness, there is inherent 
dignity and stability in a state 
of self-respect that allows the 
soul to be free.  Without this, 
one always needs to be sup-
ported by receiving respect 
from the other and this cre-
ates a state of dependency and 
attachment which inevitably 
leads to pain.  In the aware-
ness of the eternal self, the 
freedom of self-respect allows 
the individual to give respect 
to others without dependen-
cy. In terms of the relationship 
between genders, spirituality 
allows each one to express the 
highest in the self and see the 
highest in the other so the 
relationship of respect, trust 
and pure love can develop.

PAin in 
relAtionshiPs

When the vision becomes 
a materialistic, physical vi-

sion, then instead of seeing 
a being of light, the soul, one 
simply sees the body and 
this, I believe, is the cause 
of the pain we experience 

in terms of relationships 
between men and women. 
A reason for many frustra-
tions and unfulfilled desires 
is that we have unrealistic 

expectations of what a re-
lationship is. Seeing each 
other as bodies means hav-
ing feelings of lust, attach-
ment, violence and jealousy, 

which lead to anger and 
discontentment. When ex-
pectations are unrequited, 
we have the ingredients for 
causing pain to explode and 

create great suffering.

A vision of the 
future
As human beings develop 
spirituality to the highest 
state of divine being, the 
relationship between men 
and women will truly be 
filled with dignity, love, re-
spect, honesty, truth and 
freedom and an ability to 
simply give and share. Ev-
ery glance is filled with 
profound communica-
tion. Every movement is 
a dance and every word is 
like music. There will be 
the communication of total 
truth and in such a world 
of beauty, not only will men 
and women be in complete 
harmony but they will also 
be in harmony with animals 
and all of nature. The soul is 
clean and pure, and so the 
human body is filled with 
the fragrance of purity; the 
elements of nature are also 
pure and cooperate on all 
levels with human beings. 
All it takes is a change of vi-
sion.

B.K. Jayanti is Additional Ad-
ministrative Head of the Brah-
ma Kumaris.

reSpect iS key to good gender relationS 
karmic tieS 

B.K. JAyAnti

Time management begins in 
the mind

What is peace?
act more  uphold Serenity 

B.K. dr. sAvitA

Judy Johnson

 If I nurture my connection with God, I will experience a sense of security, support, and sustenance.
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THREE-MATCH SERIES

KULDEEP YADAV ADDED TO 
INDIA’S SQUAD FOR THIRD ODI
Spinner Kuldeep Yadav has 
been added to India’s squad 
for the third and final ODI of 
the three-match series against 
Bangladesh, Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) an-
nounced on Friday.

India has lost the three-
match ODI series 0-2 against 
host Bangladesh. “India cap-
tain Rohit Sharma suffered a 
blow to his thumb in the sec-
ond over while fielding in the 
2nd ODI. The BCCI Medical 
Team assessed him and he un-
derwent scans at a local hospi-
tal in Dhaka. He has flown to 
Mumbai for specialist consul-
tation and will miss the final 
ODI. A call on his availability 
for the upcoming Test series 
will be taken later,” BCCI said 
in a statement.

Rohit was among the three 
players confirmed by head 
coach Rahul Dravid to miss 
the third ODI against Ban-
gladesh. Dravid stated that 
Rohit would miss the third 

ODI and head to Mumbai to 
consult an expert. Fast bowler 
Kuldeep Sen complained of 
stiffness in his back after the 
first ODI. The BCCI Medical 
Team assessed him and he 
was advised to rest from the 
2nd ODI.

Kuldeep Sen has been diag-
nosed with a stress injury and 
is ruled out of the series. Fel-

low fast bowler Deepak Cha-
har sustained a left hamstring 
strain during the 2nd ODI and 
is also ruled out of the series. 
Both Kuldeep and Deepak will 
now report to NCA for further 
management of their injuries. 
The All-India Senior Selection 
Committee has added Kuldeep 
Yadav to India’s squad for the 
third and final ODI.
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Spinner Kuldeep Yadav 

Marnus Labuscha-
gne hit his third 
consecutive centu-

ry while Travis Head contin-
ued also scored a ton to con-
tinue his red-hot run of form 
to power Australia to 330/3 
at the end of the first day 
of the second Test against 
West Indies at Adelaide on  
Thursday.

At the end of the day’s play, 
Labuschagne (120*) and 
Head (114*) were unbeaten 
on the crease. Opting to bat 
first, Australia lost opener 
David Warner early for just 
21 off 29 balls with four 
fours. The veteran contin-
ues his search for a big Test 
knock this year, having 
scored only 340 runs in 16 
innings with two fifties at an 
average of just over 22. The 
southpaw nicked an Alzarri 
Joseph delivery to wicket-
keeper Joshua Da Silva. Aus-
tralia was 34/1.

Following this, Usman 
Khawaja came to the crease. 
The batter struck some fine 
fours in his 129-ball knock of 
62 that included nine bound-
aries. He formed a 95-run 

stand for the second wicket 
with Labuschagne, but a 
delivery by Devon Thomas 
trapped him leg before wick-
et. He was given out on basis 
of umpire’s call despite the 
ball clipping outside of the 
leg stump.

This brought Steve Smith 
to the crease, with fans 
looking for another gigan-
tic stand between these two 

batters, who often tore apart 
bowlers together previously. 
But all-rounder Jason Hold-
er caught and bowled him, 
sending him back after an 
eight-ball duck, his fifth in 
Tests.

The hometown hero Head 
was on the crease next with 
Aussies at 131/3. Head and 
Labuschagne tore Windies 
bowling attack apart, with 

some elegant hitting. Both 
batters found gaps at will 
and brought up their cen-
turies. Labuschagne joined 
Warner in an elite company, 
with both players being the 
only ones to post centuries in 
three consecutive innings on 
two occasions. The recently-
crowned number-one Test 
batter had done so against 
Pakistan in 2019.

AUS VS WI
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LABUSCHAGNE, HEAD POST 
TONS TO POWER OZ TO 330/3 

HOCKEY MEN’S WORLD CUP

I WANT MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM TO BELIEVE IN THEMSELVES: JAGBIR SINGH
Winner of the Bronze and 
Silver Medal at the 1986 and 
1990 Asian Games, respec-
tively, and a member of the 
Indian Men’s Hockey Team 
that played the 1990 World 
Cup in Pakistan, the legend-
ary Jagbir Singh believes that 
the Indian Men’s Hockey 
Team have the skills and 
potential to do well at the 
FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s 
World Cup Bhubaneswar - 
Rourkela 2023.

While the Indian team 
carries out their prepa-
rations to end the medal 
drought in the prestigious 
event, it’s time for hockey 
fans to relive the memories 
from India’s historic World 
Cup campaigns through 

Hockey India’s Flashback 
Series - World Cup Special. 
Through a series of articles 
leading up to the marquee 
event in Odisha, Hockey 
India brings thoughts, anec-
dotes and trivia from Indian 
Hockey Legends who ruled 
the world with their wizard-
ry and panache. A veteran of 
two Olympic Games, Singh 
is quite impressed with the 
Indian men’s hockey team’s 
performances in the recent 
past. And he believes that 
the squad has the ability to 
do well in the coming years 
as well. Ahead of the FIH 
Odisha Hockey Men’s World 
Cup Bhubaneswar-Rourkela 
2023, he has only one simple 
message for the team.

“Just believe in yourself, 
especially when playing 
Australia. This is the one 

message I would like to give 
them. I want the team to be-
lieve in themselves. They’ve 
got the best of skills. They 
got the best of potential,” 

Jagbir Singh said in an of-
ficial statement released by 
Hockey India.

“If they score three, you 
can score four, just believe in 

yourself, and I expect them 
to do exactly that and I hope 
they do well,” he added.

A centre forward par ex-
cellence during his playing 

days, Jagbir Singh is one of 
Indian hockey’s most recog-
nised faces and voices. Also 
considered to be one of the 
most accomplished com-
mentators in the game, the 
former India player was at 
a loss for words when he re-
called his first call-up to the 
national team. “Well, it’s a 
feeling which cannot be re-
ally defined in a few words. 
I can only say that it was a 
proud moment for me when 
I was selected and the first 
time I was given the Indian 
jersey. I couldn’t sleep the 
whole night believing that 
yes, I’m part of the national 
team now,” Singh said.

A veteran of many an in-
tense battle in the Indian 
jersey, Singh went on to say 
that during his playing days, 
being part of the major tour-

naments was akin to a dream 
come true, mostly because 
the number of competitions 
were fewer as compared to 
the modern game. At the 
1990 World Cup in Lahore, 
Pakistan, Singh was India’s 
joint top scorer along with 
Jude Felix Sebastian with 3 
goals to his name.

“India, since the 1975 
World Cup had not done 
very well, so everybody 
wanted to give their best 
performance whichever way 
possible. The opportunities 
also were very limited, so the 
only thing we were all look-
ing at was the Asian Games. 
Even the Commonwealth 
Games was not there, so 
Asian Games, Olympics and 
World Cup. These were the 
three major tournaments. 
So, we wanted to do all we 

could,” Singh said.
Singh explained that the 

stories from the 1970s and 
earlier served as great in-
spiration. “With over a bil-
lion people in the country, 
and when your names are 
being called among the 16, 
that too for the World Cup, 
it’s an amazing feeling. We 
always wanted to be part of 
the World Cup team because 
we had seen the World Cup 
heroes. We grew up watch-
ing Ajit Pal Singh, BP Go-
vinda, Ashok Kumar and 
these were the names we had 
as icons. In fact, we started 
playing hockey after watch-
ing these icons. The 1975 
World Cup was the peak 
moment for Indian hockey. 
We saw Ajit Pal Singh with 
the trophy and dreamt of 
replicating it.” 
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Indian men’s hockey team 

SHARING THOUGHTS

Want to be multiple-situation player 
for team: Washington Sundar

India all-rounder Washing-
ton Sundar on Friday shared 
his thoughts on his emer-
gence as a multi-dimension-
al player for the team and 
said he wants to win games 
from different situations. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence ahead of the third ODI 
with Bangladesh, Sundar 
said every game is an oppor-
tunity to get better and the 
team wants to play a good 
brand of cricket in any con-
dition and situation. India 
have already lost the series 
as they were defeated by 
Bangaldesh in the first two 
matches.

“Great opportunity for me 
last game. The World Cup is 
next year, want to be a player 
who can play in any situa-
tion, any combination and 
wherever the team needs. I 
want to win games for the 
team wherever asked me to 
play. I want to contribute my 
potential to the team, keep 
doing better and getting 
better in every aspect of the 
game,” the all-rounder said.

Underlining the impor-
tance of the matches that the 
Indian team is playing be-
fore the World Cup, he said 
that the team is looking to 
improve and get better with 

each opportunity.
“Every game is an oppor-

tunity to get better. We are 
not playing a lot of games in 
the next 10 months so every 
game is an opportunity for 
us. We want to play a good 
brand of cricket in any con-
dition and situation, irre-
spective of whom we play. 
We will keep trying to im-
prove in each game,” Sundar 
mentioned.

The 23-year-old expressed 
his disappointment at miss-
ing out on the World Cup 
due to injury and said he is 
trying to be in the present, 
looking to get better.

“Disappointing to have 
injuries in the past. Want 

to be in the present and win 
games for India. That will 
help me as well as the team,” 
stated the all-rounder.

Talking about the last game 
of the ODI series and Bangla-
desh’s chances at the upcom-
ing World Cup he said, “We 
look to win and play our best 
cricket. Certain things to do 
and make sure we stick to 
the process and end the se-
ries on a high. Bangladesh is 
a high-quality side. The re-
cord speaks for itself. They 
have only lost to England at 
home. In sub-continent con-
ditions, they are very strong. 
They will fancy a good tour-
nament going into the World 
Cup.”

The left-hand batter stated 
that he has been working on 
his power-hitting skill which 
is a major requirement for 
the role he has been assigned 
and the number he comes to 
bat in for the team.

“Definitely. That’s what 
the roles I have been get-
ting in the past few years. 
The number that I come into 
bat demands power-hitting 
skills and I have been specifi-
cally working on it. Glad all 
my hard work is paying off. 
Hope it will continue to be 
so,” the emerging all-round-
er said. India will take on 
Bangladesh in the third ODI 
at the Zahur Ahmed Chowd-
hury Stadium, Chattogram. 
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Pakistan’s Imam-ul-Haq

SECOND TEST

A FEELING I CANNOT DESCRIBE: 
IMAM-UL-HAQ ON PLAYING AT MULTAN

Pakistan batter Imam-ul-Haq 
is looking forward to his side 
dominating the second Test 
against England at Multan, 
which happens to be his birth 
city and his first-ever Test ap-
pearance there.

In the previous Test, Eng-
land clinched a final day 
74-run win at Rawalpindi, 
which is their third Test win 
in Pakistan. In this match, the 
visitors smashed 921 runs in 
just 136.5 overs across both 
of their innings, including a 
massive 506 runs in 75 overs 
on the opening day itself. 
Imam, one of the many cen-
turions in that match, opined 
that his side could have been 
more aggressive in their sec-
ond innings while chasing. In 
their chase of 343 on a highly 
flat pitch, Pakistan was bun-
dled out for 268.

For Pakistan to keep the 
series alive, it is a must that 
they win the next match. The 
second Test between Paki-

stan and England will take 
place on Friday.

“There were chances [in 
Rawalpindi] which we did 
not collect. We did not bat 
well in the last session. I feel 
we could have won that Test 
match but hats off to the 
England boys. Ben Stokes’ 
captaincy was brilliant,” said 
Imam to Sky Sports Cricket.

“Chasing 657 you are always 
behind so we have to survive 
and dominate as well. We did 
not play the second innings 

that well. There were times 
we could have attacked and 
won the Test match.”

“Pakistan are famous for 
comebacks and we are hope-
ful we will come back stron-
ger. The way England are 
playing their Test matches 
is exciting. We are excited 
but we will control what is 
in our control. We have to 
be mentally strong and have 
new plans and hopefully it 
will be our day,” concluded 
Imam.
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POSITIVE ATTITUDE

Mark Wood to replace 
Livingstone in England’s 
second Test against Pak

England pacer Mark Wood 
will be replacing an injured 
all-rounder Liam Livingstone 
in the second Test against Paki-
stan at Multan, which will be 
starting from Friday.

Ollie Pope, England’s num-
ber three batter will be keep-
ing the wickets again and Ben 
Foakes would sit out. Will 
Jacks will also retain his po-
sition in the side after a stun-
ning six-fer in the first Test. 
Wood had missed the first 
Test due to a hip injury 
sustained during the ICC 
T20 World Cup, which 
was also England’s first 
in Pakistan in 17 years. 
The visitors won 
by 74 
runs. 
He 
will be 
replac-
ing Liv-
ingstone, 
who will miss the 

remainder of the tour due to 
knee injury.

The 32-year-old, who played 
a vital role in England’s ICC 
T20 World Cup triumph back 
in November with a total of 
nine wickets, will boost the 
pace attack consisting of Ben 
Stokes, James Anderson and 
Ollie Robinson. Jacks and Joe 
Root will serve as backup to 
lead spinner Jack Leach.

Notably, Wood has not played 
a Test since March 2022, when 

England squared off against 
West Indies due to an injury 
that caused him to miss the 
bulk of Test summer.
England skipper Ben 
Stokes said that Wood’s 

inclusion will add 
to his side’s ability 

to take 20 wick-
ets in a 

place 
like Pakistan, where 
it is difficult to win.
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SCORING MOST GOALS

‘Happy to see you 
breaking another one of 
my records in FIFA WC’

Brazil football legend Pele has 
expressed happiness at star 
France striker Kylian Mbappe 
breaking his record of scoring 
most FIFA World Cup goals 
before the age of 24. As Pele 
continues to battle health 
issues, Mbappe had taken 
to social media wishing the 
Brazillian legend a speedy 
recovery. “Pray for the King 
@Pele,” Mbappe had tweeted. 
To this tweet, Pele replied, 
“Thank you, @KMbappe. 
I’m happy to see you break-
ing another one of my records 
in this Cup, my friend!.”

During his side’s round-
of-16 clash against Poland, the 
23-year-old Mbappe scored a 
brace to take his World Cup 

goal tally to nine, which is the 
highest by any player before 
reaching the age of 24. In the 
process, he surpassed Pele, 
who had scored seven World 
Cup goals before turning 24. 
In his debut World Cup in 
1958, Pele had scored six 
goals, followed by one goal 
in the 1962 World Cup.

Mbappe’s side will be taking 
on England in a high-stakes 
quarterfinal on Sunday. 
Coming to Pele, his health 
is improving and he has “no 
new complications” said the 
doctors on Tuesday.

The 82-year-old is hos-
pitalised since a week for 
treatment of a respiratory 
infection made worse by 
COVID-19. He is expected to 
get discharged as soon as he 
recovers fully.
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PRE-MATCH BUZZ

We must be aware of ‘fantastic’ Griezmann: 
England’s Kieran Trippier

England must find a way to 
stop France’s Kylian Mbappe, 
but Three Lions’ Kieran 
Trippier has stressed the 
significance of also stopping 
former teammate Antoine 
Griezmann.

The reigning FIFA World 
Cup champions will be a diffi-
cult test for Gareth Southgate’s 
team at Al Bayt Stadium on 
Saturday. Much of the pre-
match buzz has centred on 
the significance of containing 
Golden Boot leader Mbappe 
in Al Khor. Still, Trippier has 
emphasised the threat posed 
by Griezmann, his former At-
letico Madrid teammate who 
has played 71 consecutive 
games for the national side.

“I didn’t even know that. I 
was lucky to play with him. 
Experienced. You see his tal-
ent throughout his career and 
when you play with him you 
see his individual talent. He 
picks up spaces. He scores 
goals as well. He is one of those 

when even in training he is 
clever where he picks up space. 
He just drifts and is certainly 
a player to keep an eye on. He 
has the individual quality to 
find a pass, score a goal and 
arrive in the box. Griezy is a 
fantastic player, and one we 
have to be aware of,” the Eng-
land right-back was quoted as 
saying by Skysports.

Trippier speaks highly of his 
time under Diego Simeone, cit-
ing Griezmann as one of the 
players who helped him grow 
in Spain. “A great guy. We got 
on really well. His English is 
good and he really helped me 
when I was there, even though 
he arrived after me. I have 
huge respect for him. We lived 
in the same area and spent a lot 

of time together off the pitch. 
As we all did. It was like a big 
family. He helped me with the 
language and was really im-
portant to me. As well as be-
ing a great team-mate on the 
pitch,” he said. Trippier and 
his Atleti teammates lived in 
La Finca, where they would 
walk to each other’s houses 
and have regular barbeques.
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Team France

Harmanpreet Kaur and Hrishikesh Kanitkar

HOME SERIES

HRISHIKESH KANITKAR BRINGS CALM, WE NEED 
SOMEONE LIKE THAT: HARMANPREET KAUR
Indian skipper Harmanpreet 
Kaur praised the newly ap-
pointed batting coach Hri-
shikesh Kanitkar, saying that 
he brings much-needed calm 
presence and experience to 
the side and the team is in 
good hands under him.

Kanitkar was appointed 
as the team’s batting coach 
ahead of the home series 
against Australia, which will 
start on Friday and comprises 
of five T20Is. The Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) moved Ramesh Pow-
ar, the team’s head coach to 
the National Cricket Acade-
my (NCA) as a spin bowling 
coach, in what they described 
as part of a “restructuring 
module”. This brings an end 
to Powar’s second stint as 
head coach of the women’s 
team. “I have always en-
joyed working with Ramesh 
sir and we have grown as a 
team under him and learnt 
a lot. It is a BCCI decision to 

move him to NCA and have 
him work as a spin-bowling 
coach. Hrishi sir is there with 
us and we had a very good 
experience with him in Sri 
Lanka. He brings in a lot of 
experience and we are only 
looking forward. We are in 
right hands,” ESPNCricinfo 
quoted Kaur as saying ahead 
of the match.

“[Kanitkar] is calm and we 
needed someone who can 
give us the calmness on the 

field. We have seen in the 
past, sometimes in crucial 
situations, girls need support 
of some calm figure who can 
guide them through their 
thoughts. Having experi-
enced it all in Sri Lanka, when 
we came to know he would 
be around for the Australia 
series, there was a lot of posi-
tivity in the team.”

“As a batting unit, he helped 
us achieve our targets. There 
were some games in Sri Lan-

ka where we lost early wick-
ets but still we were able to 
score 250. Everybody was 
happy with the way he was 
presenting things to us,” the 
skipper concluded her point.

Kanitkar, who recently 
was part of India men’s side 
during the tour of New Zea-
land, had worked as a batting 
consultant with the women’s 
team during the tour of Sri 
Lanka this year. India had 
won the T20I series by 2-1 
and the ODI series by 3-0.

Notably in that series, dur-
ing the third ODI, India man-
aged to score 255/9 in their in-
nings despite being 124/6 at 
one point. Powar was also at 
helm between June-Novem-
ber 2018, during which India 
made it to semifinal of the ICC 
T20 World Cup 2018. In his 
latest tenure with the team, 
Women in Blue exited the 
50-over World Cup in group 
stages, but won silver medal 
in Commonwealth Games 
and captured the Asia Cup 
trophy as well. 

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

20-TIME CHAMPION

FEDERER REVEALS HILARIOUS STORY ON WIMBLEDON 

Tennis great Roger Federer revealed 
a hilarious incident when he was not 
allowed to enter into Wimbledon, the 
same Grand Slam tournament where 
he has won eight titles, the most  
by any player.

The 20-time Grand Slam cham-
pion was stopped by a security guard 
for not having his membership card 
with him. In an episode of The Daily 
Show released on Thursday, when 
host Trevor Noah asked him about 
the incident, the Swiss Maestro said, 
“When you win Wimbledon, you be-
come a member automatically. So, I’m 
like, “No, I don’t have my membership 
card but I am a member and I’m just 
wondering where I can get in,” and 
she said, “Yeah, but you have to be a 
member.” I was like, “I’m just asking 
you again where can I get in”, and she 
said, “The other side, but you have to 
be a member,”

When a player wins Wimble-
don, he immediately becomes a 

member of the All England 
Lawn Tennis and Croquet 
Club (ALTEC), a feat Federer 
has accomplished eight times.

“So, I look at her one last time 
and I’m so sorry, I couldn’t 
believe and still can’t 
believe I said 
this and be-

cause I still 
feel bad 

about 
it. 

I’d look at her and say, “I have won this 
tournament eight times. Please believe 
me, I am a member!” he added.

Federer, who was unfamiliar with 
membership cards, informed her that 
he did not have one but was a member.

“When I said I won Wimbledon 
eight times, for a split second, I wasn’t 
sure if it was eight anymore because I 
thought it ‘was it seven, was it eight? 
I don’t know’. But I said it because  
I never talk like this,” he further added 
on the show.

Federer went on to say that he had to 
drive to another gate before be-

ing recognised by a security 
guard, who took a picture 

with him and set up a 
meeting with the AL-

TEC chairman.
“And I thought 
of going over to 
the other side 
and giving  a 
wave that I was  
in but I didn’t 
do it,” Federer 
joked.

Croatia trounced Bra-
zil 4-2 to keep their 
clean sheet in pen-

alty shootouts at the World 
Cup and qualified for the 
semifinals in a nail-biting 
encounter at the Education 
City Stadium on Friday.

The two teams could 
not be separated after two 
hours of play as both scored 
in the extra time. Brazil 
scored through Neymar’s 
record goal. The forward 
netted his 77th goal for his 
country in the 105th min-
ute, equalling Pele’s record. 
Croatia found the equalizer 
from the boot of Bruno Pet-
kovic in the 117th minute, 
sending their fans into a 
frenzy. Brazil’s Marquinhos 
and Rodrygo missed their 
penalty kicks in the shoot-
out, while Croatia remark-
ably converted all four of 
their kicks to advance to the 
tournament’s semi-final.

Croatia’s defensive forti-
tude triumphed over Bra-
zil’s offensive flair, and the 
2018 runners-up can thank 

goalkeeper Dominik Liva-
kovi for the nation’s first-
ever victory over Brazil.

Croatia once again lived 
up to their reputation af-
ter two gruelling knockout 
stage games leaving Brazil-
ian fans devastated.

The second half saw Bra-

zil come out with a much 
more attacking approach 
as they looked to break the 
deadlock. They had upped 
the ante and created a num-
ber of chances but failed to 
convert them as the oppor-
tunities went begging.

Brazil was repeatedly 

frustrated by a gritty Croa-
tian defence throughout the 
second half. After a strong 
start to the second half, Bra-
zil had two early chances, 
but Livakovic stopped all 
of their shots to deny the 
five-time champions a goal.

The 2018 runner-ups 

were equal to Brazil’s at-
tacks and held their own 
against their persistent at-
tacks forcing the game into 
extra time.

The opening half of the 
first quarterfinal of the 
FIFA World Cup was goal-
less.

Throughout the entire 
first half, Brazil and Croatia 
were not able to create clear 
chances. The two teams 
showed a glimpse of their 
speed and creativity.

Brazilian forwards Vini-
cius and Neymar made 
some quick runs into the 
Croatian box in the initial 
minutes of the half. Vini-
cius even got close to the 
Croatian goalpost in the 4th 
minute as he took a long-
range kick to produce the 
first save of the game.

There were some tense 
moments in both camps 
with players making some 
mistakes. Luka Modric and 
Casemiro both were found 
guilty of making weak 
passes as they lost posses-
sion.

Croatia won the first cor-
ner of the match in the 14th 
minute but the European 
side was not able to make 
much out of it. They took 
a shot at the Brazil goal 
through Kramaric in the 
19th minute but it could not 
find a way past the Brazil-
lian defence.

FIFA WORLD CUP
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 Croatia’s players celebrate after beating Brazil 4-2 in penalty shootout at the quarter-finals of the FIFA World Cup 2022, at Education 
City Stadium, in Al Rayyan on Friday.

CROATIA STORM INTO SEMIS, OUST 
BRAZIL 4-2 ON PENALTIES

Para shuttler Sukant Kadam

GREAT FINAL

Wish to improve my performance at 
higher level: Para shuttler Sukant Kadam

Indian para shuttler Su-
kant Kadam has achieved 
World No 2 ranking in SL 
4 category following his 
exploits in the interna-
tional circuit in the last 
few months.

The ace shuttler fin-
ished the year with a gold 
at the recently concluded 
Peru Para-Badminton 
International in Lima. In 
November, he also won 
a bronze medal at the 
BWF Para World Bad-
minton championships 
in Tokyo. He smashed 
his way to a gold medal 
at the recently concluded 
Peru Para-Badminton In-
ternational, defeating ace 

shuttler defeated Singa-
pore’s Chee Hiong Ang. 
India won 14 medals in 
total (6 gold, 1 silver and 
7 bronze).

Sukant maintained his 
dominance right from 
the word go in the finals. 
He defeated Chee Hiong 
Ang in straight sets with 

a score line of 21-14 and 
21-15. The match lasted 32 
minutes. The ace shuttler 
didn’t put a foot wrong 
and had a great final.

The ace shuttler is be-
hind France’s Lucas 
Mazur who is currently 
World and Paralympic 
champion in SL4.

Talking about the same 
Sukant Kadam said, “I 
am really excited on be-
coming world no 2, I have 
put in a lot of hard work 
in the training which 
showed in the results that 
I achieved which helped 
me to be World No 2.”

“It is great to end 2022 
being world no 2, this 
will only motivate me to 
work harder. But the Jobs 
are not finished as 2023 
is very important year 
which includes Asian 
Para Games and also 
Paralympics Qualifica-
tions. I wish to improve 
on my performance and 
continue performing at 
this high level,” said the 
World No.2. 
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Pele and Kylian Mbappe
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