
In yet another incident 
of  flare-up,  Indian 
and Chinese army troops 

clashed along the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) in the 
Tawang Sector of Arunachal 
Pradesh on 9 December. The 
Indian troops deployed in 
the area of face-off gave a be-
fitting response to the Chi-
nese troops and the number 
of Chinese soldiers injured 
in the clash is more than the 
Indian soldiers, news agency 
reported on Monday. 

Sources said that PLA 
troops contacted the LAC 
in the Tawang Sector which 
was contested by Indian 
troops in a firm and resolute 
manner. The Chinese had 

come heavily prepared with 
around 300 soldiers but did 
not expect the Indian side 
also to be well-prepared. The 
sources earlier said, “This 
face-off led to minor injuries 
to a few personnel from both 
sides. Both sides immediate-
ly disengaged from the area.” 

They said on 9 December 
2022, PLA troops contacted 
the LAC in Tawang Sector of 
Arunachal Pradesh which 
was contested by Indian 
troops in a firm and resolute 
manner. 

As a follow-up of the inci-
dent, India’s Commander in 
the area held a Flag Meeting 
with his counterpart to dis-
cuss the issue in accordance 
with structured mechanisms

INDIA, CHINA CLASH IN ARUNACHAL, 
SEVERAL SOLDIERS INJURED 

ANOTHER FACE OFF 

DEFAMATION CASE 

Bhupendra Patel back 
as Gujarat CM, allocates 
portfolios to ministers  

‘You have to face 
consequences’, SC to Sisodia 
on case filed by Assam CM 

For the second straight term, 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader Bhupendra 
Patel on Monday took oath 
as the 18th Chief Minister 
of Gujarat. The oath was 
administered by Governor 
Acharya Devvrat at the 
helipad ground inside the 
new secretariat complex in 
Gandhinagar this afternoon.
Along with Patel, 16 other 
ministers also took oath and 
was allocated portfolios.

The swearing-in ceremo-
ny was attended by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and Chief 
Ministers of BJP-led states.

Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel kept the portfolio of 
Urban Development, Ur-
ban Housing Development, 
Road and Building, Min-
ing, Tourism, Narmada and 

Kalpsar, Port and Informa-
tion Broadcasting depart-
ments. Kanu Desai has 
been given the Finance and 
Energy and Petrochemicals 
departments.

Rushikesh Patel has been 
given the responsibility of 
Health, Education, Law and 
Parliamentary Affairs. Bal-
vantsinh Rajput has been 
allotted the department of 
Industries, Small and Me-
dium Scale Industries.

Raghavji Patel has been 
made the Minister for Ag-
riculture, Fisheries, Ani-
mal Husbandry and Rural 
Development. Kunwarji 
Bavalia has been allotted 
the Ministries of Water Ir-
rigation and Civil Supply. 
Further, Mulubhai Bera 
has been given the charge 
of Tourism, Cultural, Forest 
and Environment and Cli-
mate change. Kuber Dindor 
has been made the Minister

INDUSTRIAL 
PRODUCTION 
CONTRACTS 4% 
IN OCTOBER
New Delhi: India’s factory 
output based on the Index 
of Industrial Production 
or (IIP), contracted of 
4.0 per cent in month of 
October 2022, Ministry 
of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation 
data showed on Monday. 
For the April-October pe-
riod, it, however, grew by 
5.3 per cent, data showed. 
The Quick Estimates 
of Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP) are usu-
ally released on 12th of 
every month with a six 
weeks lag and compiled 
with data received from 
source agencies, which 
in turn receive the data 
from the producing facto-
ries/ establishments. 

MEASLES KILLS 
4-YEAR-OLD GIRL 
IN MUMBAI, TOLL 
REACHES 16
MUMBAI: A four-year-old 
girl died in Mumbai on 
Monday after contracting 
measles, taking the city’s 
official death toll from the 
highly infectious disease 
to 16. According to a 
statement issued by the 
Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC), 
the girl had an acute 
respiratory failure due to 
bronchopneumonia with 
measles. According to 
sources, 67 new patients 
with measles were 
admitted to city hospitals 
on Monday. 

INDIA BANS 
PAKISTAN-BASED 
VIDLY TV
NEW DELHI: The Govern-
ment on Monday issued 
an order to ban Pakistan-
based OTT Platform Vidly 
TV after the streaming of 
web series “Sevak: The 
Confessions”, said senior 
Adviser, Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting, 
Kanchan Gupta. 

“Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting, us-
ing emergency powers 
under IT Rules 2021, has 
issued directions on 12 
December 2022 for the 
immediate blocking of 
the website, two mobile 
apps, four social media 
accounts, and one smart 
TV app of Pakistan-based 
OTT Platform Vidly TV,” 
Gupta said in a Twitter 
post. 

RELIGIOUS 
CONVERSION 
HEARING IN SC  
ON 9 JANUARY
NEW DELHI: The Su-
preme Court on Monday 
adjourned the hearing 
of a plea claiming that 
fraudulent and deceit-
ful religious conversion 
is rampant across the 
country to 9 January next 
year.

TOP OF THE DAY

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day declined to entertain 
the plea of AAP leader and 
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia challenging 
the Gauhati High Court or-
der refusing to quash the 
criminal defamation case 
filed against him by Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma. 

A bench of Justices San-
jay Kishan Kaul and Abhay 
S Oka was not inclined to 
grant relief to Sisodia. There-

after his lawyer, senior advo-
cate Abhishek Manu Singhvi 
withdrew the plea. Sarma 
had initiated criminal pro-
ceedings against Sisodia in 
Assam for allegedly mak-
ing a defamatory statement 
against him. 

During the hearing, Justice 
Kaul told Sisodia’s lawyer 
Abhishek Manu Singhvi that 
his client should have ten-
dered an unconditional apol-
ogy. “If you reduce discourse 
up to this level... you have to 
face the consequences. 
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ON HIGH NOTE 

SHOCKING ‘NOT ACCEPTABLE’ 

SOME RELIEF 

SHOCKING 

IN THE COURT

INDIA CAN PLAY BRIDGING ROLE 
IN UKRAINE: JAISHANKAR

3 COACHING CENTRE STUDENTS 
COMMIT SUICIDE IN KOTA

BJP FILES FIR AGAINST CONGRESS 
LEADER FOR ‘KILL PM’ REMARKS 

Inflation hits 11-month 
low in November ASKED TO STOP, CAR DRIVER HITS TRAFFIC POLICE, CARRIES HIM 4 KM ON BONNET

SC to hear Bilkis Bano 
remission case today 

India and other countries can play a bridging role amid the 
divisions created between North-South over development 
following Ukraine-Russia war, External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar said. 
“We have two big divides today. One you could say that the 
kind of East-West divide centring around grain, and one is 
the North-South divide centring around development and 
Ukraine is also having an impact on the development,” Jais-
hankar said while addressing the India Global Forum and 
panel discussion on India-UAE ties in Dubai. “I do believe 
a country like India can play that bridging role, not alone. 
I think UAE for example, can in a sense and has also been 
doing something so like some other countries. But there is a 
need today to bridge,” he added.

In the panel discussion, Diplomatic Advisor to UAE Presi-
dent, Anwar Mohammed Gargash joined Jaishankar and said 
that they also wanted to end the conflict

In two separate incidents, 
three students studying at 
private coaching institutes in 
Rajasthan’s Kota committed 
suicide in the same hostel on 
Monday. The students were 
staying in different rooms of 
the same PG accommoda-
tion and were studying in 

different coaching institutes. 
Prakash Chand, investigat-
ing officer (IO), Kota, said, 

“They were studying in dif-
ferent coaching institutes 
and staying at the same PG 
hostel. Their bodies have 
been sent for post-mortem 
examination.”

Kota superintendent of po-
lice Keshar Singh Shekhawat 
said two of those students, 

both residents of Bihar, were 
studying at a prominent 
coaching institute. They 
were found hanging from 
a ceiling fan in their paying 
guest (PG) accommodation. 
The first was 19 years old, 
while the second was aged 18.
“The two were Class XI stu-
dents and were staying in 
different rooms of the 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leaders in Jabalpur filed an 
FIR against Congress leader 
and former Madhya Pradesh 
minister Raja Pateriya on 
Monday for allegedly mak-
ing a controversial statement 
against Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi. 
“The statement of a former 

minister and MLA against 
a higher constitutional post 
like Prime Minister is very 
unfortunate. This shows his 
mentality. How can he talk 
about killing the person who 
brought glory to the coun-
try? At one side they take 
out Bharat Jodo Yatra on 
the other giving this kind of 
statement,” said a BJP leader.

India’s retail inflation rate 
based on Consumer Price 
Index declined to 5.88 per 
cent in November from 6.77 
per cent during the previous 
month, according to data 
released on Monday by the 
ministry of statistics. 

This essentially means 
retail inflation in India is 

now at an 11-month low and 
it declined below 6 per cent, 
which is in RBI’s comfort 
zone. The central bank had 
so far already hiked the 
key policy rate by 225 basis 
points since May to 6.25 per 
cent to cool off domestic re-
tail inflation that has stayed 
above the RBI’s upper toler-
ance limit for over three

A car driver tried to hit a 
head constable of traffic 
police and carried him on 
the car’s bonnet for around 
four kilometres after he was 
stopped for checking in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Indore 
district on Monday after-
noon. 

The police team chased 

the car and stopped it af-
ter it covered around four 
kilometres. During the 
checking of the car a pistol 
and a revolver were recov-
ered. The traffic head con-
stable Shiv Singh told ANI, 

“Around 12 pm on Monday, 
the driver of the car (MP 
07 MB 0099) was driving 
while talking on the mobile 
phone at Satya Sai Cross-

ing in the city, as a result of 
which he was stopped but 
he did not stop and moved 
forward.” 
“As soon as the driver, Ke-
shav Upadhyay moved the 
car, I fell on the bonnet of 
the car. When I asked him 
to stop the car, he threat-
ened to crush me. He cov-
ered a distance of about four 
kilometres carrying me on 

the bonnet. In the mean-
time, Traffic Sub Inspector 
Surendra Singh and other 
policemen chased the car 
and caught the driver,” he 
added. 

Later, a case was regis-
tered against the accused 
Keshav Upadhyay under 
section 353 (Assault or 
criminal force to deter pub-
lic servant from discharge of 

his duty) of the IPC at Lasu-
dia police station in the city. 

Nonetheless, traffic SI 
Singh claimed that the 
accused Keshav tried to 
crush the head constable 
Shiv Singh. A pistol and a 
revolver were also found 
with him, therefore a case 
of attempt to murder (sec-
tion 307 of the IPC) was to 
be registered against him. 

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day will hear a petition filed 
by Bilkis Bano challenging 
the remission of 11 convicts, 
who were sentenced to life 
in 2008 for her gang-rape 
and murder of seven of her 
family members, after the 
Gujarat government cleared 
their early release under the 
state’s 1992 remission policy. 

A bench of Justice Ajay 
Rastogi and Justice Vikram 
Nath will hear the petition. 

Earlier, the Gujarat govern-
ment had filed an affidavit in 
the Supreme Court on the 
release of the culprits. The 
Gujarat government had 
said that the convicts were 
released only after getting 
clearance from the Ministry 
of Home Affairs. 
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SWEARING-IN

Bridging the Gulf

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during an 
interaction at the India Global Forum in United Arab 

Emirates (UAE), in Abu Dhabi on Monday. ANI

    The Chinese had come heavily prepared with around 300 soldiers, but got a fitting reply
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RECENT CLASHES ALONG LAC

5 
MAY

PANGONG TSO

15 
JUNE

GALWAN VALLEY

10-11 
MAY

PANGONG TSO

29-30 
JUNE

PANGONG TSO

First clash 
between Indian and 

Chinese soldiers. 
Soldiers engaged in 

fistfights and  
stone-pelting.

Another 
clash. Soldiers on 

both sides sustained 
injuries. Around 72 

Indian soldiers were 
injured.  

Skirmishes 
expanded to the 

southern shore of 
Pangong Tso near 
the Ladakhi village 

of Chushul.

Indian and 
Chinese troops 

clashed for six hours 
in a steep section of a 

mountainous region in 
the Galwan Valley.
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday greeted 
and bowed before the gath-
ering at the swearing-in 
ceremony of Gujarat Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel 
and his cabinet ministers 
in Gandhinagar. He led the 
long line of dignitaries at the 
swearing-in ceremony of 
Patel, who took oath as the 
chief minister for the second 
time.

Earlier on Monday, Patel 
was administered the oath 
of office by Governor Acha-
rya Devvrat at the Helipad 
Ground near the new Sec-
retariat in Gandhinagar at 2 
p.m. Apart from PM Modi, 
the ceremony was also at-
tended by Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah. 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, his Mad-
hya Pradesh counterpart 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan were 

also among the attendees at 
the event.

Earlier on Sunday evening, 
PM Modi held a roadshow in 
Ahmedabad after his party 
swept the Gujarat Assembly, 
bagging 156 seats, the high-
est-ever electoral haul for 
any party in the state since 
it was founded in 1960. Peo-
ple lined the streets through 
which PM Modi’s convoy 
passed and greeted him with 
loud cheers. The Prime Min-
ister was also seen waving at 
the adoring crowds.

Bharatiya Janata Party Rajya Sabha MP Su-
shil Modi on Monday underlined the need 
for the withdrawal of the Rs 2000 currency 
note in the country, claiming its usage for 
‘illegitimate activities’.

Modi raised the issue in the Zero Hour in 
the Rajya Sabha, noting that the Rs 2000 
denomination note should be phased out in 
a gradual manner.

Modi said, “While the Rs 2000 note was 
introduced by the RBI to replace the demon-
etised Rs 500 and Rs 1000 notes at a faster 
pace in 2016, their printing has stopped in 
the last three years owing to several chal-
lenges associated with the circulation. There 
is information that people have hoarded it 
and it is being used for terror funding, drug 
trafficking, and hoarding black money.”

Citing examples of developed countries 
like the US and Japan, the BJP MP said they 
do not have currency above 100 and there-
fore the Centre should think about banning 
it.

“If we look at major developed economies 
like the US, China, Germany, and Japan, 
they do not have any currency above 100. 
So, the Central government should think 
about it and ban it in a phased manner so 
that people have time to replace it with other 

smaller denominations,” he said.
Modi, while raising the issue in Rajya 

Sabha, noted that the European Union (EU) 
discontinued 500 euro notes in 2018 and 
Singapore stopped issuing USD 10,000 
notes in 2010 to curb illegal activities such 
as drug trafficking, money laundering, ter-
ror funding, tax evasion, etc.

“Since India is also becoming a hub for 
digital transactions, which also entail set-
tlements of larger amounts, there is limited 
need for having a high-denomination cur-
rency note of Rs 2,000,” Modi said during 
the Zero Hour.

Sushil Modi urged the Centre to gradu-
ally phase out the Rs 2,000 note within a 
stipulated time period so that the people can 
convert their legitimate holdings of the note 
into lower-denomination notes. 

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leaders, including Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, Madhya 
Pradesh’s Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan, and others, took 
part in the oath-taking cer-
emony of Gujarat Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel 
in Gandhinagar on Monday.

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai, Assam’s 
Himanta Biswa Sarma, Ut-
tarakhand’s Pushkar Singh 
Dhami, and Tripura’s Man-
ik Saha were also present.

BJP leader Bhupendra 
Patel took oath as the Chief 
Minister of Gujarat for a 
second consecutive time in 
Gandhinagar on Monday. 
Patel took oath as the 18th 
Chief Minister by Governor 
Acharya Devvrat at the He-
lipad Ground near the new 
Secretariat in Gandhinagar 
at 2 p.m.

Nagaland CM Neiphiu Rio 
said, “We’ve come here to 

celebrate the victory of Gu-
jarat. In partnership, we are 
very much confident of win-
ning polls (in Nagaland).’’

“The Gujarat result will 
be repeated (in Karnataka). 
Gujarat’s victory sends a 
message to all state govern-
ments that if you do devel-
opment work then pro-
incumbency can happen,” 
said Bommai.

G o a  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
Pramod Sawant, BJP Na-
tional President J. P. Nadda, 
Maharashtra CM Eknath 
Shinde, and Union Minister 
Smriti Irani, were also pres-
ent. Sawant said, ‘’For the 
first time, BJP has got such a 
massive victory in Gujarat. I 
congratulate all party work-
ers of Gujarat.’’

The ceremony was also 
attended by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh and 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah.

Sixteen cabinet ministers 
also took the oath alongside 
Bhupendra Patel.
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At Patel’s swearing-in 
ceremony, PM Modi 
bows before gathering 

‘Ban Rs 2000 note’:  Sushil Modi 
to Centre citing illegitimate usage

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader Bhupendra Patel on 
Monday took oath as the 
Chief Minister of Gujarat for 
a second consecutive time 
in Gandhinagar after regis-
tering a thumping victory 
in the northwestern state of 
Gujarat.

Born on 15 July 1962, in 
Ahmedabad, Patel holds a 
Diploma in Civil Engineer-
ing from the Government 
Polytechnic, Ahmedabad. 
He is a member of the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS). He is also an active 
member of the Pandit Deen-
dayal Library, managed by 
the RSS at Memnagar.

Beginning his political 
journey as a member of the 
Memnagar municipality, 
Patel got elected as an MLA 
from the Ghatlodia con-
stituency (Ahmedabad) in 
the 2017 Gujarat assembly 
elections. He was sworn in 
as the 17th Chief Minister 
of Gujarat on September 13, 
2021. He was first elected as 
BJP legislative party leader 
on September 12, 2021.

Breaking his own record, 
Patel once again won from 

Ghatlodia constituency 
by a staggering margin of 
1,91,000 votes in the 2022 
election.

Patel has vast experience 
in administration, having 
served as the Chairman of 
the Standing Committee of 
the Ahmedabad Municipal 
Corporation (AMC) and as a 
Corporator for Thaltej ward 
from 2010 to 2015. He began 
his political career in 1995, 
when he was appointed 
Chairman of the Standing 
Committee of the Memnagar 
municipality. He served the 
municipality for over a de-
cade, becoming Chairman of 
the local body during 1999–
2000 and 2004–2006.

He also served as the Vice 
Chairman of the Ahmed-
abad Municipal Corpora-
tion School Board between 
2008 and 2010. Later on, 
he served as a Corporator in 
the Thaltej ward from 2010 
to 2015. During this tenure, 
he served as the Chairman 
of the Standing Committee 
of the Ahmedabad Munici-
pal Corporation (AMC).

In 2015, he was appointed 
chairman of the Ahmedabad 
Urban Development Au-
thority (AUDA). In 2017, Pa-
tel became a Member of the 

Legislative Assembly (MLA) 
for the first time, winning 
the election from the Ghatlo-
dia constituency with a wide 
margin of 1,17,000 votes.

The BJP swept the Gujarat 
Assembly election, winning 
a whopping 156 seats, which 
is the highest number of 
seats any party has won 
since the formation of the 
state in 1960.

The BJP’s seventh con-
secutive Assembly poll win 
in Gujarat is its biggest since 
the founding of this state in 
1960. The BJP bagged 156 
seats in the 182-member As-
sembly, its highest-ever poll 
tally in the state.

The opposition Congress 
could manage only 17 seats, 
while Arvind Kejriwal’s 
Aam Aadmi Party had to be 
content with just 5 seats.

Three seats went to inde-
pendent candidates, while 
the Samajwadi Party (SP) 
won a lone seat in the state.

The BJP, which won its sev-
enth consecutive election in 
Gujarat, not only broke its 
own record of 127 seats in 
2002 (the first election with 
Narendra Modi as Chief 
Minister), but also broke the 
Congress’ record of 149 seats 
in 1985. 

Tracing The specTacular 
journey of Bhupendra paTel

Will happily accepT WhaTever responsiBiliTy 
assigned: hardik paTel

acTor vs acTor WiThdraWal

Nora Fatehi on Monday filed 
a Rs 200 crore defamation 
suit against Jacqueline Fer-
nandez.In the lawsuit, the 
‘Thank God’ actor has ac-
cused Fernandez of making 
‘false statements with mali-
cious intention’.

Meanwhile, a Delhi Court 
on Monday deferred the ar-
guments on charges in the Rs 
200 crore money laundering 
case related to Sukesh Chan-
drasekar and Jacqueline Fer-
nandes. Jacqueline appeared 
before the court on Monday.

The court directed the ED 
to argue the charge against 
the accused. The court also 
pulled up the investigation 
officer for being late for 
court.

Special judge, Shailen-
dra Malik, at Patiala House 
Court deferred the hearing 
on arguments on the charge 
after hearing initial argu-
ments. The Court directed 
the Special Public Prosecu-

tor (SPP) to argue on the spe-
cific role of each accused in 
the money. The court also 
said that the prosecution 
may file written submissions 
related to each accused and 
relying on documents.

The court remarked, “Peo-
ple are in jail. They are not 
getting bail due to the strin-
gent law. They are asking for 
their right to a fair trial.”

“You start arguments ac-
cused wise. You give writ-
ten submissions. It will a 
good amount of confidence 

to those in jail. At least start 
the process,” the court said.

The court listed the matter 
for 20 December.

During the hearing, the 
SPP read over the FIR of the 
Delhi Police and some parts 
of the charge sheet of the En-
forcement Directorate in the 
money laundering case.

The SPP said this case was 
based on the scheduled of-
fence registered by the EOW 
of Delhi Police.

The court, during the hear-
ing, told the SPP that there 

is no dispute over the pro-
ceeds of the crime, my con-
cern, in this case, is only to 
see whether the offence of 
money laundering against 
the accused persons is made 
out or not.

“If I make any observation 
on the investigation, it would 
affect the other case also that 
is pending for change,” the 
judge said.

At the outset, senior advo-
cate Siddharth Agarwal for 
Jacqueline Fernandes urged 
the court to direct ED to give 
a statement that investiga-
tions have been completed 
in relation to these accused 
persons.

The court said that there is 
no provision under which 
this court can direct the ED 
to make such a statement.

The SPP said that IO is on 
the way, he can’t make that 
statement.

When the IO appeared be-
fore the court, it pulled him 
up. The court said, “You can’t 
take the things for granted.” 
He apologised to the court.

nora faTehi slaps defamaTion suiT 
againsT jacqueline fernandez  
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second sTinT for Bhupendra paTel in gujaraT
on the radar

Gautam lahiri

red carpeT for 
amiT shah 
The much-awaited meet-
ing of the eastern Zonal 
Council under the home 
Ministry is now scheduled 
to be held on Saturday in 
Kolkata. The meeting was 
to be held in the month of 
november but was post-
poned since the home min-
ister was busy. as the Vice 
Chairman of the Council, 
west bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata banerjee pro-
posed the state secretariat, 
‘nabanna’ as the venue 
of the meeting. before 
the meeting, union home 
Secretary ajay bhalla held 
a virtual meeting with 
the state Chief Secretary 
for the preparation of 
the meeting. The State 
Government has conveyed 
that the Chief Minister is 
eagerly awaiting the meet-
ing, and  a “red carpet” 
welcome is being planned 
for the home Minister. The 
meeting is expected to be 
attended by all of eastern 
india’s chief ministers. it 
will be a rare sight to see 
bihar Chief Minister nitish 
Kumar, Jharkhand Chief 
Minister hemant Soren, 
and Odisha Chief Minister 
naveen Patnaik attend 
a roundtable meeting 
chaired by the home Minis-
ter for the first time.

priyanka To 
lead BharaT 
jodo yaTra? 
 The Gandhis usually take a 
break at the end of the year. 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, they could not 
travel outside the country 
for the last two years. 
rahul Gandhi launched 
the bharat Jodo Yatra this 
year, which will last nearly 
six months and conclude 
in Srinagar on 26 January. 
There has been no official 
word from the Gandhi fam-
ily on whether rahul will 
attend the family gathering 
at the end of the year this 
year. The question arises 
that if rahul goes with his 
mother, Sonia Gandhi, to 
spend a few days at the 
end of the year, what will 
happen to the yatra? Many 
other volunteers are ac-
companying rahul on this 
yatra. what will happen to 
them? There is specula-
tion that rahul will skip 
the family vacation and 
continue with the yatra. 
Otherwise, during rahul’s 
absence, Priyanka will be in 
charge of the yatra for a few 
days until rahul returns.

Bihar ips in 
soup over a 
neTflix film
an iPS officer, known for 
his daring postures to 
deal with criminals, is in 
the news for a different 
reason. a film based on his 
life, which was recently re-
leased on netflix, became 
a smash hit. a complaint 
against the officer has al-
leged that the film ‘Khakee: 
The bihar Chapter” was 
financed by the officer 
himself. after the allegation 
was found to be true, the 
‘dabang’ officer was sus-
pended from the service. 
The controversy now in the 
political circle is whether 
an officer was penalised for 
depicting a real picture of 
the law and order situation 
in the state or for exposing 
the politicians of the state.

shoW of sTrengTh aT 
gujaraT cm’s oaTh-Taking 
ceremony  

Hours before Bhupendra Pa-
tel’s swearing-in ceremony 
on Monday, the newly-elect-
ed party MLA Hardik Patel 
said that the party would de-
cide who they want to keep 
in the cabinet.

“I am a very young MLA. 
I only believe in working for 
the party. The BJP will de-
cide who they want to keep 
in the cabinet. I will happily 

accept whatever responsibil-
ity the party decides to give 
me,” the Viramgam constitu-
ency MLA said.

Patel, who switched from 
the Congress party to the 
BJP this June, contested the 
polls from his hometown, 
Viramgam, and won by a 
margin of 51707 votes. The 
Patidar quota stir leader 
contested against Congress’ 
Lakha Bharwad and Aam 
Aadmi Party’s (AAP) Am-
arsinh Thakore. He got 

99,155 votes.
The BJP swept the Gujarat 

Assembly election with a 
whopping 156 out of the 182 
Assembly seats, which is the 
highest number of seats any 
party has won since the for-
mation of the state in 1960.

It is now the largest man-
date ever in the history of the 
state. With this win, the BJP 
becomes the second party 
in the history of the country 
to have come to power for 
seven successive terms in a 

state.
Bhupendra Patel has been 

elected BJP legislative party 
leader. Patel, the 60-year-
old leader who won the 
Ghotlodia Assembly seat in 
Ahmedabad district, took 
oath as chief minister along 
with other cabinet ministers.

Speaking about the likely 
cabinet, Surat West MLA 
Purnesh Modi said, “The 
party’s decision in the mat-
ter would be cordially wel-
comed.”

Sushil Modi in rajya Sabha on Monday. 

Jacqueline Fernandez Nora Fatehi



can’t say

NewsX conducted a survey on Population control from 21 October 
to 22 October. The survey was conducted  on a sample size of 1525, 
including 1299 males and 226 females.

Will there be a population imbalance in the country due to 
the Muslim population exceeding the Hindu population?

What do you consider to be the reason for the rapid growth 
of Muslim population in the country?

Is the Hindu society in the country a victim of religious 
conversion?

By whom is the maximum conversion of Hindus being done?

Is a law on population control and conversion necessary in 
the country?
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Commerce Minister and 
leader of Rajya Sabha 
Piyush Goyal on Mon-

day said, “It has become very 
simple. There are a number 
of websites and social media 
platforms, on which people 
make all sorts of claims that 
are not substantiated by facts. 
They are not backed by any 
starred or unstarred ques-
tions or response in Parlia-
ment.”

He added, “They are not 
even backed by RTI. They are 
a lot of cases when you go for 

fact-checking and it would 
come out with fake claims. 
There is a senior member 
in the House in the front.” 
He added, “He is making a 

claim that 3,000 political 
leaders have been raided. I 
think it is all erroneous. He 
is making claims, without any 
substance.”

“He is making allegations 
which are before the court. 
The court demands and there 
is a directive of the court that 
action should be taken against 
MLAs, elected representa-
tives who are found to be 
culpable in economic or other 
offence. No law gives immuni-
ty to elected representatives,” 
the commerce minister said 
in Rajya Sabha on Monday. 
“We are, on contrary, doing 
a public service. We have to 

maintain a high standard of 
the platform,” he added.

Before Piyush Goyal spoke 
in the House, Chairman of Ra-
jya Sabha Jagdeep Dhankhar 
had said, “We cannot allow 
any member to give out facts 
that are not substantiated 
and that constitute a serious 
breach of privilege. I am very 
particular about it whether it 
is this side or that side.” He 
said that a chief minister had 
sent a communication to the 
Prime Minister and details 
were not made available that 
should be on record, that 
should be shared with the 
members.

The Supreme Court on 
Monday refused to enter-
tain jailed minister Satyen-
dar Jain’s plea challenging 
the Delhi High Court order 
and seeking directions for 
an expeditious hearing of his 
bail plea in connection with a 
money laundering case.

After the Supreme Court 
refused to entertain the 
plea, Satyendar Jain’s lawyer 
withdrew his plea. A bench 

led by Justice MR Shah was 
hearing the matter. Jain had 
sought directions for an ex-
peditious hearing of his bail 
plea in the Delhi High Court.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader Satyendar Jain moved 
Supreme Court challenging 
Delhi High Court’s Decem-
ber 1 December order that 
asked Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) to file a reply on 

the Jain plea and listed the 
matter for December 20 for 
further hearing. Jain has 
moved Delhi HC challenging 
the trial court’s order reject-
ing his bail plea.

Satyendar Jain was arrest-
ed on May 30, 2022, under 
sections of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) by the Enforcement 
Directorate. 
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Delhi: Woman cop beaten 
by husband, booked

Prime accused in Bengal’s Bogtui massacre 
case found dead in CBI custody
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Commerce Minister and leader 
of Rajya Sabha Piyush Goyal 

CCTV footage of the incident

IGI Airport

Satyendar Jain

Around 9,500 criminals 
were arrested in a single night 
across Madhya Pradesh dur-
ing patrolling in the state on 
the intervening night of Sat-
urday and Sunday, according 
to a press release issued by 
the police.

Over 17,000 police person-
nel, including all the zonal 
ADG, IG, DIG, SP, SDOP 
and Station House Officers 
(SHO) of the state patrolled 
together throughout the night 
for the first time. The action 
was taken on the instruction 
of Director General of Police 
(DGP) Sudhir Saxena in or-
der to maintain the law and 
order in the state. The main 
motive of the patrolling was 
to maintain the security and 
peace of the people of the 
state, as well as to maintain 
the law and order by ensur-

ing the arrest of absconding 
criminals, execution of all 
permanent arrest warrants 
and checking of criminals 
externed from district.

During the state-wide pa-
trolling, the criminals who 
were arrested include, about 
6,000 criminals of arrest 
warrants, about 2600 per-
manent warrants, around 
100 absconding criminals, 
around 200 miscreants hav-
ing rewards on their heads 
and over 1000 other crimi-
nals. Besides, the police found 
over 1000 criminals externed 
from the district violating the 
rules, against whom actions 
were being taken.

DGP Saxena himself along 
with Bhopal Commissioner 
of Police Makrand Deoskar 
reached Hanuman Ganj po-
lice station in state capital 
Bhopal at 2 o’clock in the night 
and took stock of combing pa-
trolling. 

The prime accused in the 
massacre at Bogtui village 
in West Bengal’s Birbhum 
district was found hanging 
inside the bathroom in CBI’s 
custody on Monday evening.

The deceased, Lalan Sheikh, 
was arrested on 4 December 
from Jharkhand where he 

was hiding since March. On 
March 21, eight persons were 
burnt alive in the massacre at 
Bogtui village. One more suc-
cumbed to her burns later in 
a hospital.

A senior CBI officer in-
formed that Lalan Sheikh 
was found hanging inside a 
bathroom at the CBI camp-
site after being taken to the 
incident site in CBI custody.

He further informed that 
the incident happened at 
around 4.30 pm when two 
investigating officers in the 
case went to the court for of-
ficial work and the accused 
was in the custody of another 
CBI personnel on duty.

CRPF jawans were guard-
ing the site office at the time. 
He went to a bathroom and 
when he did not come out for 

long, the staff went to check 
inside and they found him 
hanging.

He was brought down and 
rushed to a hospital where 
doctors declared him brought 
dead. The National Human 
Right Commission was in-
formed of the incident. There 
will be a judicial inquiry into 
the incident, the CBI officer 
added. 

A Delhi court on Monday granted a 
week’s interim bail to student activist 
Umar Khalid in the larger conspiracy 
case of the 2020 Northeast Delhi riots.

Khalid was granted bail for attending 
his sister’s marriage. He has to surren-
der on December 30. He had sought an 
interim bail of two weeks for attending 

the marriage.
Additional Sessions Judge Amitabh 

Rawat of Karkardooma Court granted 
Khalid bail for a period of one week, 
starting 23 December. He has to sur-
render on 30 December. The marriage 
function is on December 28. The detailed 
order is awaited. During the arguments 
on 6 November, Khalid’s counsel senior 
advocate Tridip Pais had assured the 
court that he would not talk to the media 

or give any interview if granted interim 
for the wedding of his sister. He also said 
that he would abide by any condition 
imposed by the court, including provid-
ing his live location.

It was earlier submitted by the Delhi 
police that Khalid’s release on interim 
bail may lead to unrest. Delhi police had 
submitted a report filed in Karkardooma 
Court opposing the interim bail plea 
moved on Khalid’s behalf.

An action plan has been put 
in place by authorities to re-
duce peak hour congestion 
at Terminal 3 of IGI airport 
here with Union Civil Avia-
tion Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia taking stock of the 
situation on Wednesday last.

Officials said that changes 
have taken place at DIAL air-
port T3 in the last four days 
and these pertain to several 
areas including entry, securi-
ty and immigration process. 
They said real-time updates 
on wait time will be posted 
on social media. Traffic mar-
shals have been posted at the 
departure forecourt to avoid 
vehicular congestion, offi-
cials said.

The officials said there 
were 16 entry gates at T3 
(14 for passengers and two 
for crew). Two additional 
gates have been opened up 
and now there are total 18 
gates (16 for passengers + 2 
for crew).

Awareness posters have 
been put at the entry gate for 
passengers to be ready with 
boarding cards beforehand 
to save time during check. 
Dedicated resources have 
been deployed at the entry 
gate to usher passengers.

In terms of security, ad-
ditional X-ray machine 
has been installed in T3’s 

domestic terminal. Addi-
tional manpower has been 
deployed in the ATRS (Au-
tomatic Tray Retrieval Sys-
tem) area to help passengers 
for tray preparation and con-
gestion management.

Apart from awareness 
posters, mobile announce-
ments are being undertaken 
to inform passengers about 
dos and don’ts.

In terms of immigration 
process, incoming interna-
tional passengers are being 
encouraged to complete the 
Immigration Paper Landing 
Cards while onboard.

Manpower has been de-
ployed at the disembarka-
tion point to facilitate pas-
sengers who have not filled 
the papers onboard for 
speedy completion before 
they reach the immigration 
counter.

About entry, officials also 
said that there are digital 
display boards showing wait 
time at each entry gate and 

one least wait time board at 
the terminal checkpoint. A 
Command Centre will mon-
itor crowding at the gates 
real-time.

Crowd managers and ush-
erers will guide travelers.

The officials said airlines 
to be notified of the crowd 
numbers, so that check-in 
points can be made conges-
tion-free. “Real-time updates 
on wait time will be posted 
on social media,” an official 
said.

Referring to check-in 
points, officials said all air-
lines will keep their counters 
completely manned, espe-
cially during peak hours.

For security check at T3 do-
mestic terminal, additional 
ATRS machines for baggage 
check will be deployed. Pre-
Covid-19, there were 13 such 
machines.

ATRS machines have been 
installed on the ground (11 
for passengers + 2 for crew 
and the specially- abled). 

Delhi Police has registered a case against the husband of a 
woman sub-inspector for allegedly beating her.

The incident is of Najafgarh area of Delhi where sub-in-
spector (SI) Dolly was assaulted by her husband Tarun on 
Sunday night. The case was lodged with Najafgarh police by 
the brother of the SI. This entire incident was captured on 
CCTV and after coming to the notice of the police, an FIR was 
registered in this matter at Najafgarh police station.

According to the police, the couple had been fighting for 
several months, for which the police received complaints in 
the past as well. The couple got married last year and SI Dolly 
is currently on maternity leave. Delhi Police is investigating 
the matter. 
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top of the day

laKhiMpur 
viOlEncE: sc 
sEEKs tiME 
nEEdEd fOr trial
New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Monday asked 
the trial court to indicate 
how much time is likely 
to be needed to conclude 
the trial in the lakhimpur 
violence case against 
ashish Mishra. The court 
also sought to know how 
long the accused can be 
kept in jail. a bench of 
Justice Surya Kant and 
Krishna Murari directed 
the Registrar General of 
the Supreme Court to 
communicate from the 
first additional Sessions 
Judge at lakhimpur Kheri 
and to find out how much 
time the trial of lakhimpur 
violence case is likely to 
take without compromis-
ing with another pending 
matter. 

diMplE yadav 
taKEs Oath as 
lOK saBa Mp 
tOday
New Delhi: Newly 
elected Samajwadi party 
lawmaker Dimple Yadav 
on Monday took oath as 
lok Sabha Mp She won 
the Mainpuri parlia-
mentary bypoll in Uttar 
pradesh on December 
8. This is Dimple Yadav’s 
second term as mem-
ber of parliament in the 
lower house. She was lok 
Sabha Mp from Kannauj 
from May 2012-2019. The 
Mainpuri parliamentary 
seat fell vacant in october 
following the demise of 
Samajwadi party patriarch 
and Dimple Yadav’s father-
in-law Mulayam Singh 
Yadav. The bypoll was held 
on December 5, and over 
56 per cent voting was 
recorded. Dimple Yadav 
defeated Raghuraj Singh 
Shakya of the BJp. 

partha’s custOdy 
ExtEndEd till 22 
dEcEMBEr
Kolkata: a special court 
on Monday extended the 
judicial custody of former 
west Bengal education 
minister partha Chat-
terjee till December 22 in 
connection with the west 
Bengal School Service 
Commission (wBSSC) 
recruitment ‘scam’.
The former state 
education minister was 
produced in the CBi court, 
alipore in connection with 
the alleged recruitment 
scam. 

rajya saBha 
passEs Bill tO 
aMEnd EnErgy 
cOnsErvatiOn act
New Delhi: The Rajya 
Sabha on Monday passed 
the energy Conservation 
(amendment) Bill, 2022 
which seeks to empower 
the central government 
to specify a carbon credit 
trading scheme. The Bill 
was passed unanimously. 
Several opposition 
members demanded 
that the Bill be sent to a 
parliamentary Commit-
tee for scrutiny as it dealt 
with newer concepts such 
as carbon markets as a 
measure to meet emission 
targets and also alleged 
that the Bill lacked the 
involvement of states. 
Replying to the discussion, 
Union Minister for power 
and New and Renewable 
energy Raj Kumar Singh 
said india has taken sev-
eral initiatives to promote 
energy conservation.
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2015 KOTKAPURA 
FIRING: SIT GRILLS 
SAD PATRIARCH 
PARKASH BADAL
CHANDIGARH: A Former 
Chief Ministers of Punjab 
Prakash Singh Badal 
and Sukhbir Singh Badal 
appeared before the 
Punjab Police Special 
Investigation Team prob-
ing the 2015 Kotkapura 
police firing incident that 
took place against the 
anti-sacrilege protesters 
that occurred after the 
desecration of the holy 
book of Sikhs in Punjab's 
Kotkapura in October 14. 
Both leaders of Akali Dal 
appeared before the SIT 
at 11.30 am and question-
ing is underway.

VIDEO OF THIEF TIED 
TO TRUCK ENROUTE 
POLICE STATION 
GOES VIRAL
CHANDIGARH: A dare-
devil escapade of a thief 
stealing from a moving 
truck has been made fa-
mous on the Internet after 
his apprehender caught 
and brought him to a police 
station in Punjab tied to 
the truck. The incident 
occurred in Sri Mukhtar 
Sahib town of Punjab on 
Sunday, December 11 
and videos of it have since 
gone viral. Two videos, one, 
in which the thief is seen 
stealing the sack from the 
truck and the other, when 
he is caught and tied to 
the truck and taken to the 
police station have piqued 
viewers' interest. In the 
first video, the thief is seen 
stealing the sack from a 
fully loaded moving truck 
while his companion fol-
lows on a motorcycle.

PUNJAB RECORDS 
44% INCOME 
INCREASE FROM 
STAMP SALE
CHANDIGARH: Under the 
leadership of Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann, the 
Punjab government has 
added another feather to 
its cap. The Punjab Gov-
ernment has registered 
44 per cent more income 
under the head "stamp 
and registration" in just 
one month. Revenue 
Minister Bram Shanker 
Jimpa said that providing 
transparent, hassle-free 
and corruption-free 
services to the people of 
Punjab is the main goal 
of the government led by 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann and due to this, the 
revenue of the state is 
continuously increasing.

BRIBE PAYING 
FORMER PUNJAB 
MINISTER IN 
TROUBLE
CHANDIGARH: The 
Punjab Vigilance Bureau 
(VB) on Monday submit-
ted the charge-sheet 
(Challan) before the 
competent court at SAS 
Nagar against accused 
former minister Sunder 
Sham Arora on comple-
tion of partial investiga-
tion in a bribery case. 
The supplementary 
charge-sheet would be 
presented in due course 
as further investigation 
is being conducted in this 
case. Disclosing this here 
today, a spokesperson of 
the VB said a bribery case 
was registered against 
the former minister of 
Punjab on the complain-
ant of Manmohan Kumar, 
posted as Assistant 
Inspector General (AIG) of 
Police, Vigilance Bureau, 
Flying Squad-1. 

TOP OF THE DAY
AAP EXPOSED

Punjab govt cheated 
employees on OPS 
issue: SAD leader

The Shiromani Akali Dal 
(SAD) on Monday asked Pun-
jab Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann to explain why he had 
cheated government employ-
ees by issuing a notification to 
implement the Old Pension 
Scheme (OPS) in the State 
when the State had not even 
asked the central government 
to return the accumulated 
corpus of subscribers under 
the pension system back to it.

In a statement here, for-
mer minister Dr Daljit Singh 
Cheema said the AAP gov-
ernment was exposed in par-
liament today when it came 
to light that it had not made a 
request to the centre and the 
Pension Fund Regulatory and 

Development Authority to re-
turn the corpus of its subscrib-
ers back to the State so that it 
could use the same to fund the 
Old Pension Scheme. “Only 
three States – Rajasthan, Chat-
tisgarh and Jharkhand have 
made such a request, making it 
clear that the AAP government 
indulged in a sham exercise by 
issuing a notification to imple-
ment the Old Pension Scheme 
on the eve of elections to Hi-
machal Pradesh and Gujarat. 
This proves beyond doubt that 
the AAP government and chief 
minister Bhagwant Mann did 
not have any intention of im-
plementing the scheme and 
was only playing politics on 
this issue. This is condem-
nable and amounts to betray-
ing lakhs of pensioners as well 
as government employees”.
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IN LAST 6 MONTHS

Himachal CM seeks 
report on tenders in 
Jal Shakti department

Newly-appointed Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister Sukh-
winder Singh Sukhu on Mon-
day sought submission of a 
comprehensive report on all 
tenders done during the last 
six months in Jal Shakti De-
partment of the previous BJP 
government in the state.

Besides this, the government 
directed the department to 
furnish reports on laying of 
foundation stones and inau-
gurations done during this 
period. The department will 
have to give the report to CM 
Sukhu within 72 hours. "All 
pending tenders under process 
should be kept on hold and no 
work shall be awarded under 
ony circumstances, till further 
orders. No fresh tender shall be 
invited. No fresh appointment 
letter, Notice inviting applica-
tions in respect of para staff/
other categories i.e. Para Pump 
Operator. para fitter. multipur-
pose, para cook. para helper etc 

shall be issued by any office. 
LOC should not be issued by 
any office under any head till 
further orders," read the state 
government order issued to Jal 
Shakti Department.

"All foundations/inaugura-
tion Stones, which have been 
damaged due to any reasons, 
must be restored immediately 
and information in this regard 
be sent to this office. Details of 
all foundation stones laid by 
the previous government in the 
last six months ie in June 2022 
onwards shall be submitted to 
the office of the Chief Minister 
through Head Office by 15-12-
2022," added the order.

Sukhu on Sunday took oath 
as the new CM o. Mukesh Ag-
nihotri, former leader of the 
Opposition, also took oath as 
the deputy chief minister of the 
state. The swearing-in was at-
tended by leaders of Congress 
including nationla president 
Mallikarjun Kharge, MP Rahul 
Gandhi and All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi.
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HARYANA A ROLE MODEL

After Uttarakhand, 
J&K to adopt Haryana's 
ambitious PPP scheme

The upliftment of the last 
person in the line or 'Antyo-
daya' has been the primary 
goal of the Manohar Lal-led 
government and to realise it 
the Chief Minister launched 
first of its kind Parivar 
Pehchan Patra (PPP), the 
scheme which has become 
a role model for other states 
under which benefits of all 
government schemes are 
being ensured for the actual 
verified beneficiaries. While 
many states have shown in-
terest in studying this flag-
ship scheme of Haryana 
Government.  A delegation 
from Maharashtra recently 
visited the CM's office to 
study the PPP model. 

Following Haryana’s 
footsteps, Uttarakhand, 
Jammu and Kashmir have 
also taken initiative to adopt 
this scheme.  Lt Gover-
nor, Jammu and Kashmir, 
Manoj Sinha recently in the 
presence of the Chief Min-
ister also released a vision 
document to create an au-
thentic, verified and reliable 
database of families, under 
which each family will be 
given a unique 'JK Family 

ID'. This ID will include let-
ters of the English alphabet 
and mathematical numbers, 
as is being done in Haryana.

Notably, previously six 
states had studied the 
teacher transfer policy im-
plemented by Haryana and 
now the Parivar Pehchan 
Patra scheme is also gaining 
similar acceptance across 
the country. 

 In the last eight years, 
Manohar Lal , taking a 
leaf out of  former Prime 
Minister Late Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee’s dream of good 
governance has not only 
brought revolutionary 
changes to give honest and 
transparent governance 
but has also ensured the 
upliftment of Antyodaya 
by providing the benefits 
of government schemes 
to the beneficiaries at  
their doorsteps.  

Meanwhile, PPP has cer-
tainly played an instru-
mental role in bringing 
much-needed change in 
the functioning of the gov-
ernment. Besides this, the 
results of the IT reforms 
brought by the Chief Minis-
ter are also showing positive 
results at the grassroot level.
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POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE

BJP gets a boost after successful 'Parshuram 
Mahakumbh' organised by MP Kartikeya Sharma
The “Parshuram Maha-
kumbh” of the Brahmin 
community held on Sun-
day in Haryana Chief Min-
ister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar’s constituency Karnal 
has become the talk of the 
town. Besides, everyone is 
more aware of the politi-
cal significance of the pro-
gramme. Due to its success, 
the tug-of-war between the 
Brahmin community and 
the government on some 
issues has come to an end. 

The Member of Parlia-
ment, Kartikeya Sharma 
had put in his best to make 

the convention a huge suc-
cess.  After he was elected 
to the Rajya Sabha, within 
a short span of time he left 
his mark in the political 
corridors at a fast pace. 
Kartikeya Sharma had a 
huge responsibility on his 
shoulders to make this 
Mahakumbh a success. The 
Brahmin leaders who were 
present in the event praised 
him in one voice led to new 
political speculations as 
well as the discussion in 
political corridors.

From several BJP MPs to 
Union Minister Ashwini 
Kumar Choubey, all gave the 
credit of successful conduct 

of convention saying that 
Kartikeya gave a boost to the 
party through this program. 
He started working towards 
removing the distance and 
differences of the people of 
the community with the BJP. 
He also met the people of the 
community and managed to 
make them believe that the 
people hailing from the Brah-
min community will not be 
ignored by the BJP govern-
ment. To some extent, the 
BJP-led government has suc-
ceeded in sorting the issues. 

Before forthcoming elec-
tions, the state BJP govern-
ment being run under the 
leadership of the Chief Min-

ister Manohar Lal Khattar 
eyeing to eradicate the dif-
ferences mentioned by the 
people of the community. It 
was necessary to win their 
trust to sail through the 
electoral battle.

 The gathering present over 
there also indicated to extend 
support to the BJP in upcom-
ing elections and this aspect 
was also clearly visible in Ma-
hakumbh that how Khattar 
got positive response from 
the community.

Resembling his father 
and former Minister Venod 
Sharma, Kartikeya Sharma 
is moving ahead in politics 
in a very systematic and 

measured manner. Along 
with this his responsibilities 
are also increasing continu-
ously in the state and the 
way he is currently active.

His father, Venod Sharma 
is a bigwig in the state and 
national politics. While be-
ing a minister, he raised the 
voice of the people of the so-
ciety and has always stood 
as their savior in times of 
trouble. He never backed 
down in taking the problem 
to an end. Since Kartikeya 
has now started his politi-
cal innings, he now has a 
big responsibility to carry 
his father's political legacy 
forward.

RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

AFTER SWEARING-IN

HIMACHAL DEPUTY CM CALLS ON GOVERNOR
Newly-appointed Himachal 
Pradesh Deputy Chief Min-
ister Mukesh Agnihotri 
called on Governor RV Ar-
lekar on Monday.

Congress leader Sukh-
winder Singh Sukhu on 
Sunday took oath as the new 
Chief Minister of Himachal 

Pradesh. Mukesh Agnihotri, 
former leader of the opposi-

tion, also took oath as the 
Deputy Chief Minister of 

Himachal Pradesh. "We will 
deliver on our promises to 
the public in the first Cabinet 
meeting. The Old Pension 
Scheme will be restored...
Earlier people said Congress 
will not come to power in 
any state, but today we have 
stopped BJP's 'rath'," Agni-
hotri told ANI after taking 
oath as the Deputy Chief 

Minister of the state.
The swearing-in ceremo-

ny of the new government 
in Himachal Pradesh was 
attended by top leaders of 
Congress including Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge, 
party leader Rahul Gan-
dhi, and All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) general 
secretary Priyanka Gandhi.

TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

KHALISTANI TERROR?

Four persons were de-
tained in connection 
with a low-intensity 

blast that took place at the 
Tarn Taran Police Sanjha 
Kendra in Punjab on De-
cember 10, Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Sukhchain 
Singh Gill said on Monday.

The official also informed 
that the police have got to 
the bottom of the matter 
and confirmed that it had 
cross-border links. Speak-
ing to ANI, the IGP said 
the police have identified 
the suspect and two more 
suspects, who executed the 
attack will be detained.

"Senior officials are investi-
gating, we have detained four 

people, who helped with lo-
gistics. 2 more suspects who 
executed the attack will be 
detained. Our probe is on the 
right path. Within 2-3 days, 
we will reveal details on the 
Tarn Taran police station at-
tack," he said.

"Those who gave logistical 
support are being identified. 
We got both components of 
RPG. The suspect has been 
identified and we've got to 
the bottom of the matter. We 
can't tell much more than 
this but it has cross-border 
links," the IGP added.

A low-intensity blast was 
reported at the Tarn Taran 
Police Sanjha Kendra in 
Punjab on December 10, 
which the police said was 
carried out with a Rocket 
Propelled Granade (RPG).

A case was registered un-
der the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act.

Meanwhile,  Stat ion 
House Officer (SHO) Par-
kash Singh was removed 
from Sarhali Kalan police 
station and was replaced 
by Sukhbir Singh.

Following the attack, a Na-
tional Investigation Agency 
(NIA) team arrived at the 
Sarhali Kalan police station 
in Tarn Taran on Saturday 
evening and hinted at a 'ter-
ror link' to the incident.

A shadow pro-Khalistan 
outfit Sikhs For Justice 
(SFJ) claimed responsibility 
for the attack later on Sat-
urday. Punjab DGP Gaurav 
Yadav said the police would 
investigate the claim.

Rocket Propelled Gre-

nade (RPG), which was 
used in the blast in Punjab's 
Tarn Taran on Friday, was 
smuggled from Pakistan, 
said Punjab Police.

The Punjab police also 
claimed that they have 
identified the accused in 
the blast case after investi-
gation. Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Sukhchain 
Singh Gill said, "Over the 
course of the investigation 
in the case, the police have 
found that the RPG was 
smuggled from Pakistan."

"Those who executed the 
RPG attack at Sarhali Police 
station have been identi-
fied," he added.

The Punjab police fur-
ther claimed that they have 
"unearthed" the whole case 
which will be "presented" 

very soon.
"All minute details will be 

revealed once the investiga-
tion is over. I am saying this 
with all determination, we 
have unearthed the whole 
case, which we will present 
soon," Gill added.

A low-intensity blast was 
reported at the Tarn Taran 
Police Sanjha Kendra in 
Punjab on Friday, which 
the police said was a Rocket 
Propelled Grenade (RPG) 
attack. It also said that they 
have registered a case un-
der the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act.

Meanwhile,  Stat ion 
House Officer (SHO) Par-
kash Singh has been re-
moved from Sarhali Kalan 
police station and replaced 
by Sukhbir Singh.

TARN TARAN BLAST CASE: 4 DETAINED, 
POLICE CONFIRMS CROSS-BORDER LINKS
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

NARRATES LATE PM NEHRU'S STORY

MANN DISAPPOINTED ON PUNJABIS DISPLAY 
OF CHARACTER OVER APPLE LOOT INCIDENT

Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann showed disappoint-
ment over the Apple loot 
incident that happened 
a few days ago in Fate-
hgarh Sahib. He ques-
tioned if Punjabis' char-
acter stooped down to this 
level?. While stating and 
displaying his disappoint-
ment over this incident he 
mentioned about the First 
Prime Minister Pandit 
Jawahar Lal Nehru and 
Singapore King meeting. 
On the other hand, Con-
gress Leader found PM Ne-
hru's mention in Mann's 
statement, a completely 
irrequisite and demean 
statement. 

Mann while narrating 
about the Late PM Nehru 
stated further that PM Ne-
hru met Singapore King 
and said that he has built 
roads and infrastructure in 
India and Singapore King 
replied Nehru that he has 

built character of his na-
tion. Mann further stated 
that building roads and in-
frastructure does not bring 
development but character 
does help in bringing true 
development. 

On this very statement 
of Mann, Congress Senior 
Leader and MLA Sukhpal 
Singh Khaira told TDG, 
"Mann is a complete Joker 
of first order, he could 
have given the message 
straight away that nation 
builds when character 

builds. There was no sense 
of attaching Late PM Ne-
hru's story into it. But in 
everything, he wishes to 
demean even those people 
who are no more in this 
world and this shows his  
character rather". 

On 4 December, A Bihar-
Bound truck was over-
turned and more than 
1,200 cartons of apple were 
stolen by villagers and 
passers-by on the Delhi-
Amritsar National High-
way in Fatehgarh Sahib. 

Several people took to 
social media and said 
that instead of helping 
the driver and conduc-
tor of the truck, people 
continued to pick apple 
boxes. The truck driver, 
who was injured, was 
seen begging people not to  
take away apple boxes, but 
to no avail.

 The truck was ferrying 
apples from Jammu and 
Kashmir to Bihar, and 
when it reached the Ra-
jendragarh village it over-
turned while avoiding an-
other vehicle. Shortly after 
the accident, passers-by, 
people from nearby vil-
lages and even many other 
drivers stole apple boxes.

Though after a few days 
two Samartians Rajwind-
er Singh from Patiala and 
Gurpreet Singh from Mo-
hali gave a cheque of Rs 9.12 
lakh to Shahid, a resident 
of Sopore in Baramulla dis-
trict of Jammu and Kash-
mir, to compensate for the 
loss he suffered.

Shivansh Jain

TDG NETWORK
GUNA 

Days after the Congress 
party returned to power in 
Himachal Pradesh, the is-
sue over the restoration of 
a plaque declaring that the 
foundation stone for the Atal 
Tunnel was laid by Congress 
leader Sonia Gandhi has 
come to the fore.

Chief minister Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu on Monday 
said the state government 
would take up the matter 
of restoring the foundation 
stone plaque of Atal Tun-
nel Rohtang, laid by Sonia 
Gandhi in the capacity of 
chairperson of National Ad-
visory Council on June 28, 
2010, with the authority con-
cerned. Sukhu, in an official 
statement, said the plaque 
has been "missing", which 
is an "insult to democracy".

The plaque of the foun-
dation stone was missing 
which was an insult to de-
mocracy and must be re-
stored at the earliest. 

RETURNED TO POWER

CONGRESS TO TAKE 
UP RESTORATION 
OF PLAQUE FOR 
ATAL TUNNEL
TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Mukesh Agnihotri with  
Governor R.V. Arlekar on Monday.
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STRENGTH OF RELATIONS 

Heavy rain triggered by Mandous 
submerges police station

‘Despite uncertainties, relations with India 
robust’: Russian Deputy Chief of Mission 

TDG NETWORK 
TIRUPATI

TDG NETWORK 
NEW DELHI

A police station at 
Thottembedu in 
Andhra Pradesh’s 

Tirupati district was sub-
merged in water due to 
heavy rain triggered by Cy-
clone Mandous.

Police personnel inside the 
Thottembedu Police Station 
faced difficulties after the 
water came inside the police 
station near Srikalahasti in 
Andhra Pradesh’s Tirupati 
district. Owing to the mini 
flood-like situation inside the 
police station, the personnel 
engaged in efforts to pump 
the water out, hampering the 
work for hours. On Satur-
day, the KVB Puram Mandal 
in Andhra Pradesh’s Tirupa-

ti district recorded the high-
est 258 mm rainfall due to 
Tropical Cyclone Mandous 
currently active in the Bay of 
Bengal region, and the road 
from KVB Puram Mandal 
to Srikalahasti was blocked 
due to heavy water flow from 
nearby ponds and lakes. 

A l o n g  w i t h  A n d h r a 
Pradesh, Chennai and sev-
eral other parts of Tamil 
Nadu,  have witnessed 
heavy rain and strong 
winds as cyclonic storm 
Mandous crossed the states 
on Saturday after landfall, 
as per the India Meteoro-

logical Department (IMD). 
As per reports, the low-
lying areas of Tirumala, 
including the temple prem-
ises, witnessed waterlog-
ging making it difficult for 
the devotees, including 
elderly and disabled per-
sons, to commute from 
their accommodated hotels. 
IMD had earlier predicted 
that Mandous would start 
to weaken into a deep de-
pression and later a de-
pression on Saturday. 
Heavy rains with strong 
winds were also experienced 
in Puducherry on Friday. 

Red alerts were sounded 
in Tamil Nadu, Puduch-
erry, and Andhra Pradesh 
as Doppler Weather Radar 
Karaikal and Chennai kept 

a watch on the cyclone. 
Notably, Minister Peddired-
dy Ramachandra Reddy 
held a video conference 
with the Collectors of the 
Chittoor, Tirupati and Anna-
maiya districts in the wake 
of Cyclone Mandous and di-
rected the authorities to see 
to take several measures re-
quired for rescue operations. 
Earlier on Sunday, strong 
waves due to ‘Cyclone 
Mandous’ damaged Up-
pada beach road in Andhra 
Pradesh’s Kakinada district. 
District Superintendent of 
Police P Rabindranath in-
spected the road and said, 
“the storm had not sub-
sided and the beach road 
from Kakinada to Uppada is 
wholly destroyed.”

While implementing the In-
dian phase of the Regional 
public organisation ‘BRICS: 
World of Traditions’, in New 
Delhi, the Russian Deputy 
Chief of Mission called this 
project ‘important’ saying 
that it will take the relation-
ship forward. He noted that 
despite the challenges, un-
certainties and geopolitical 
turbulence, the relations 
between the two countries 
remained robust. 

“Today is a very special 
year as we are celebrating 
the 75th Anniversary of the 
diplomatic relationship and 
this particular project is very 
much part of our celebrations 
and supplementing these cel-
ebrations with the wonderful 
initiatives which are taking 
our relationship forward...
You know that throughout 
this year where there were 
challenges uncertainties, in-
stability and geopolitical tur-
bulence, It is remarkable to 

say that our relations remain 
robust and very Dynamic,” 
said Roman Nikolaevich Ba-
bushkin, Russian Deputy of 
Mission. 

“It would not be an exagger-
ation to say that this particu-
lar event is very timely. What 
is important is that this ini-
tiative is promoting people-
to-people ties. So, what is so 
much important about it, is 
mutual respect, common val-
ues, culture and civilizational 
diversity,” he added. 

On the trade ties between 
the two countries, Alexander 
Rybas, trade commissioner 
of the Russian Federation in 
India said India and Russia’s 

bilateral trade between Janu-
ary and September reached 
USD 27 billion, primarily due 
to oil purchases by India and 
the interaction of Russian 
and Indian entrepreneurs 
will boost bilateral trade and 
economic cooperation. 

“This phase is dedicated to 
the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations between our coun-
tries. The principal goal of 
the Indian program is to en-
hance interaction between 
people, cities, Educational 
institutions, businesses and 
communities. No doubt B2B 
interaction of Russian and In-
dian entrepreneurs will boost 

bilateral trade and economic 
cooperation,” he said. 

“I would like to mention 
that trade volume between 
our countries has increased 
significantly this year. From 
January to September, ac-
cording to Indian statistics, 
bilateral trade volume al-
ready comes close to 27 bil-
lion dollars. Such increase in 
trade, volume was primarily 
due to the supply of growth of 
mineral products, of course, 
oil in particular from Russia 
to India. Now, our main task 
is to diversify the composition 
of trade. We are also keen to 
increase the volume of Indian 
supplies in bilateral turnover 
to stabilize the trade balance 
between our both countries,” 
he added.

Regional public organisa-
tion ‘BRICS World of Tradi-
tions’, Moscow, Russia, and 
the International Youth-
Edu Skills Foundation, 
Noida, India today imple-
mented the Indian phase of 
the International and Inter-

regional social and cultural 
‘BRICS People Choosing 
Life’ under the motto ‘From 
the ecology of soul and body 
to the ecology of the world’ 
being dedicated to the 75th 
anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations 
between Russia and India. 

The principal goals and 
objectives of the Indian 
programme include the 
unification of people, cities 
and educational institu-
tions of Russia and India 
via joint realisation of proj-
ects in the realms of cul-
ture, art, enlightenment, 
education, twin-city ties, 
charity as well as business  
cooperation. 

As a result, cultural-edu-
cational and business tracks 
have been formed featuring 
the participation of Indian 
schoolchildren, students, 
young people, academics, 
public figures, business-
men, entrepreneurs, as well 
as Russian compatriots liv-
ing in India.

Russian Deputy of Mission Roman Nikolaevich Babushkin

India, China clash at 
Arunachal
to restore peace and tranquillity.  Meanwhile, the 
injured soldiers Indian were admitted to a military 
hospital in Guwahati. In certain areas along the 
LAC in the Tawang Sector in Arunachal Pradesh 
there are areas of differing perception, wherein both 
sides patrol the area upto their claim lines. This has 
been the trend since 2006.  This is the first time in 
a long time that such clashes have been reported 
between Indian and Chinese troops since the con-
frontation at Galwan Valley Meanwhile, Congress 
leader Randeep Surjewala on Monday demanded 
a statement from Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
in Parliament following a face-off between Indian 
and Chinese troops last week in the Tawang sector 
of Arunachal Pradesh and said the government 
should reply about the Chinese actions along the 
Line of Actual Control. “For over two years, China 
has been illegally acquiring India’s land, where is 
PM? We demand PM should come to Lok Sabha 
and Rajay Sabha and reply to the country about the 
exact position of illegal occupation of India’s terri-
tory at different points by Chinese PLA,” Randeep 
Surjewala,MP, said. Rraising concerns over the 
report of face-off, Congress MP and former Union 
Minister Manish Tewari on Monday demanded a 
comprehensive discussion over the matter in the 
ongoing winter session in Parliament.

“The clash is unfortunate. Galwan 2020 was in 
Eastern Ladakh. This is Twang, Arunachal Pradesh 
extreme North East. Chinese military posture and 
political disposition qua India especially after the 
20th Congress of the Chinese Communist Party 
warrants a full discussion in Parliament,” tweeted 
Tewari. AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi lashed out 
at the Centre accusing it of keeping the country in 
the “dark” for days and asked why Parliament was 
not informed about the incident. 

Bhupendra Patel back as 
Gujarat CM
for Tribal Development as well as for Primary 

and Higher Secondary Education. Bhanuben 
Babariya has been given the department of Social 
welfare and Justice and Women Development. 
There are eight Ministers of State in the council.

India can play bridging role in 
Ukraine: Jaishankar
in Ukraine quickly.  “I think we all want to see a 
quick end to the conflict in Ukraine and we all 
also believe that this conflict will not end except 
political process. I think in our interest to make 
sure that there is a political process that ends this 
conflict,” Gargash said during the discussion. 
Since the beginning of the conflict in Ukraine, 
India has consistently called for an immediate 
cessation of hostilities and an end to the violence. 
India has called upon both sides to return to the 
path of diplomacy and dialogue and expressed 
its support for all diplomatic efforts to end the 
conflict.

‘You have to face conse-
quences,’ SC to Sisodia on 
case filed by Assam CM 
You should have tendered an unconditional apol-
ogy earlier,” said the bench. 
Justice Kaul further said, “Instead of realising 
what the country is going through (during Co-
vid), you are just making statements. Somebody 
in those urgent times tried to work out. If you 
feel you are entitled, argue (there) and get the 
case dismissed.” Singhvi then withdrew the 
case filed by Sisodia.  Senior advocate Ranjit 
Kumar appeared for Sarma and Nalin Kohli, 
Senior Additional Advocate General of Assam 
appeared for the State. Sisodia had moved the 
High Court after the Chief Judicial Magistrate 
(CJM), Kamrup asked Sisodia to appear before 
it on November 19 in connection with the case 
filed by Sarma in June.  The High Court on 4 
November dismissed Sisodia’s plea seeking to 
cancel the summons and the case against him. 
Thereafter, challenging the High Court’s order 
Sisodia approached the top court. 

On 30 June, Sarma after strongly denying the 
allegations had filed a criminal defamation case 
against Sisodia for making corruption charges 
against him in connection with the supply of 
PPE kits at higher than market rates to National 
Health Mission (NHM) authorities during the 
first wave of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Sarma, who was the state health minister when 
the orders were placed in 2020 during the first 
BJP-led state government, placed urgent supply 
orders to the firms of his wife and son’s business 
partners, the AAP leader had claimed. 
On 21 June, Riniki Bhuyan Sarma, the wife of the 
Assam Chief Minister, had filed a Rs 100-crore 
defamation case against Sisodia over the same 
allegation. 

BJP files FIR against Con-
gress leader for ‘kill PM’
Former Madhya Pradesh minister and 
Congress leader Pateriya, stoked a contro-
versy over his purported comments that 
people should be prepared to carry out 
Prime Minister Modi’s “hatya” (murder) to 
ensure that the Constitution is to be saved. 
Following Pateriya’s purported remark, 
which has since then gone viral on so-
cial media, several BJP supporters began 
clamouring for the Congress leader’s arrest. 
Pateriya, however, said on Monday that his 
comments were wrongly interpreted and that 
he meant to defeat Modi electorally. 
“A video has surfaced on Sunday’s card dis-
tribution of the Mandalam sector in Powai, 
in which it is alleged that I had said I will kill 
Modi. I am a follower of Gandhi and a fol-
lower of Gandhi cannot talk of the murder 
of anybody. The video is nothing but mis-
representation of what I said,” Pateriya said. 
“What I meant to say was it is necessary to de-
feat him to save this country’s Constitution. It is 
necessary to defeat Modi to protect minorities, 
Dalits, and tribals and to remove unemploy-
ment. My intention behind the ‘assassination 
of Modi’ remark has been misrepresented,” 
Pateriya said. 

Pateriya purportedly made the controversial 
remarks on Sunday at a meeting of Mandalam 
Sector presidents organised by the District Con-
gress Committee at Powai Rest House, which 
was attended by senior party leaders includ-
ing Raja Pateriya, district Congress in-charge 
Manoj Trivedi and several party workers. 
The former Madhya Pradesh minister could be 
heard saying that “PM Modi will end elections, 
divide people on the basis of religion and Dalits 
face the biggest threat under his regime”. 
“You should be ready to carry out ‘Modi ki 
hatya’ if you want to save the Constitution...
hatya (kill) in the sense of defeating him,” Pa-
teriya is further heard saying. 
Meanwhile, Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on Monday condemned 
the leader saying, “Making such a remark 
against the world’s most popular leader, who 
lives in the hearts of people, is a grave crime. Ra-
hul Gandhi should answer if this is Congress’s 
policy or strategy. Where is the Congress go-
ing?” “Inciting people like this can have dan-
gerous results. It is an unforgivable crime,” 
Chouhan added. 
Reacting over BJP leaders meeting with 
DGP demanding further action against 
Pateria, Chouhan said, “What else do 
BJP leaders do, their demands for fur-
ther action into the matter are justified. 

SC to hear Bilkis Bano remis-
sion case today   
All the convicts have been released from jail 
under the remission policy. Filing of PIL in this 
matter is misuse of law. The law does not give 
the right to an outsider to interfere in a criminal 
matter, so the petition should be dismissed. 

The 11 men were released on August 15 after 
one of them, Radheshyam Shah, approached the 
Supreme Court in April seeking remission, argu-
ing that they had spent over 15 years in prison in 
the case.  In May, the top court directed the state 
government to consider their plea in accordance 
with the 1992 policy – the one which was preva-
lent on the date of their conviction. While the 

latest remission policy of 2014 prohibits early 
release of rape convicts, no such restrictions were 
there in the 1992 policy. 

Bilkis Bano was gang-raped after the 2002 riots 
in Godhra in Gujarat. Seven people of his fam-
ily were also murdered. In this case, in 2008, 11 
convicts were sentenced to life imprisonment. 
One of them approached the Supreme Court for 
release. The court had left the decision of release 
to the Gujarat government. The Gujarat govern-
ment had formed a committee to take a decision 
regarding the release. On the report of this com-
mittee, the government released all the culprits.

3 coaching centre students 
commit suicide in Kota 
same PG accommodation for the past six months. 
The incidents came to light when the owner of 
the PG informed the police control room,” Shek-
hawat said. According to him, the PG owner got 
suspicious when one of the boys did not come 
out of his room in the morning and did not re-
spond to repeated knocks on the door. The owner 
then broke open the door and found him hanging 
from the ceiling fan.

Inflation hits 11-month low 
in November
quarters now. Under the flexible inflation tar-
geting framework introduced in 2016, the RBI 
is deemed to have failed in managing price rises 
if the CPI-based inflation is outside the 2-6 per 
cent range for three quarters in a row.  An out-
of-turn meeting of the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India was 
held in early November to discuss and draft 
the report to be sent to the central government 
for having failed in maintaining the inflation 
mandate. The meeting was called under Sec-
tion 45ZN of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
Act 1934, which pertains to steps to be taken 
if the central bank fails to meet its inflation-
targeting mandate. Further details about the 
special meeting are not officially in the public  
domain. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao’s daugh-
ter and TRS MLC K Kavitha 
on Monday addressed a gath-
ering of Telangana Jagruthi at 
Hyderabad, saying that press, 
which is the Fourth Estate in 
a democracy, has become the 
“private estate”. 

Kavitha said, “Today, the 
young men and women of 
Telangana should think about 
the country. We are losing our 
rights, without even knowing 
that we are losing them. Some 
have stopped speaking be-
cause of this disappointment. 
Poets have stopped picking up 
their pens and writers have 
given up writing books. Many 
famous writers have returned 
awards they received. Today, 
there is a situation where our 

Jagruthi members have to go 
across the country to create 
awareness among the people.” 

She said during the Emer-
gency period by Indira Gan-
dhi, a newspaper had left 
their front page blank in 
protest. “The BJP is brought 
down democratically elected 
governments in 8 different 
states. When the government 
of Maharashtra was brought 
down by the BJP, a famous 
newspaper wrote, ‘Shinde as 
Maharashtra CM is a mas-
terstroke by BJP’. Is this true 
journalism? Another news-
paper wrote, ‘Checkmate to 
Uddhav Thackeray’. Is this 
a checkmate to Uddhav or 
checkmate to democracy? 
There is no one to question all 
this. The Union government 
is failing a democratic system. 
Today, press is the fourth es-

tate.” “Seeing these newspa-
pers, I feel the Fourth Estate 
has become private estate. If 
we save the democratic sys-
tems, the system will save us. 
Today, we see that the people 
who expose the BJP failures 
are being attacked,” she said. 

She added that the time has 
come to think about all the in-
justice happening across the 
country. “There are no schol-
arships for Dalit students 
across the country but it has 
evoked no protest. People 
should have the right to speak 
when there is a problem,” she 
said. 

She said, “We will unite po-
ets, artists, writers, students, 
women and farmers across 
the country. Telangana Jag-
ruthi has the power to estab-
lish itself in every state. We are 
seeing many attacks.

United Kingdom welcomes 
India, Brazil, Japan and Ger-
many as permanent members 
of the UN Security Council, 
alongside permanent African 
representation, Foreign Secre-
tary James Cleverly said.

“Now we don’t believe ev-
erything is perfect, and we’re 
not standing in the way of re-
form. In fact, the UK wants to 
welcome Brazil, India, Japan 
and Germany as permanent 
members of the UN Security 
Council, alongside permanent 
African representation,” Clev-
erly said. 

Talking about the United 
Nations, he said Britain joined 
hands with the US, France 
and nearly 50 other nations to 
create the group. And the UN 
General Assembly adopted a 
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights without a single 
dissenting vote, proclaiming 
- and I quote - the “inalienable 
right of all members of the hu-
man family”. 

In the same era, 23 nations 
founded what would become 

the World Trade Organisation 
and the World Bank began 
to fund reconstruction and 
recovery across the globe, he 
added. “For all the tragedies 
and bloodshed of the last 8 
decades, the remarkable truth 
is that by historical standards, 
that system has worked. Be-
tween 1946 and 2020, the 
number of deaths in state con-
flicts as a share of global popu-
lation fell by 95 per cent,” UK 
Foreign Secretary said. 

“And only once since the 
foundation of the UN has a 
member country been wiped 
off the map, with its entire 
national territory annexed by 
another. That act of aggres-
sion, by Iraq against Kuwait 
in 1990, was swiftly reversed,” 
he added. The volume of 
world trade has multiplied 
40 times since 1950, generat-
ing countless jobs and liveli-
hoods in every corner of the 
earth. And in recent decades, 
the fastest economic growth 
has been concentrated in the 
developing world. “When I 
was born in 1969, around half 
of all humans lived in absolute 

poverty. Today that figure is 
below 10 per cent, which is all 
the more astonishing when 
you consider that the world’s 
population has doubled in 
that same time,” he said. 

“And ponder the enormity 
of the simple fact that global 
infant mortality has been cut 
in half over the last 3 decades. 
That’s another way of saying 
that millions of children have 
been spared what would oth-
erwise be agonising deaths,” 
Foreign Secretary added. 

None of this would have 
been possible without the 
institutions of the post-war 
world, protecting billions with 
global vaccination campaigns, 
investing in development and 
infrastructure, upholding 
freedom of the seas and main-
taining open shipping lanes. 
The international order has 
allowed more of our fellow 
human beings to live in peace 
and prosperity than ever be-
fore. And that is the single 
most important reason why 
British foreign policy strives to 
renew its founding principles 
and its institutions, he said. 
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PRESS HAS TURNED INTO ‘PRIVATE 
ESTATE’: KAVITHA BLASTS CENTRE

UK WELCOMES INDIA, BRAZIL, JAPAN AND 
GERMANY TO UNSC: FOREIGN SECRETARY
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TAKING JIBE

'Dry gin manufactured 
in London is being sold 
under BRS brand'

Telangana state BJP presi-
dent Bandi Sanjay Kumar, 
took a jibe at the acronym for 
Bharat Rashtriya Samiti, the 
rechristened name of chief 
minister K Chandrasekhar-
led Telangana Rashtriya 
Samiti (TRS) party, claiming 
that dry gin manufactured 
in London is sold under the 
brand name BRS.

"BRS of KCR has alcohol 
references. Dry gin manufac-
tured in London is being sold 
under BRS brand. CBI offi-
cials may be shocked to see 
Kavitha's house & next ED in-
vestigation shud also happen 
about this house. They don't 
have money to do develop-
ment but will steal lakhs of 
crores," tweeted Sanjay Ku-
mar. On Sunday, the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 

questioned Telangana chief 
minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao's daughter K Kavitha at 
her Banjara Hills residence 
in connection with the Delhi 
Excise Policy case

The CBI had earlier sum-
moned her on December 6 
for questioning. However, 
Kavitha wrote to CBI seek-
ing deferment of summons to 
anytime between December 
11 and 15 (except 13) because 
of her preoccupied schedule.

In another tweet, Sanjay 
said: "Fight has begun & 
there's no chance of leaving 
KCR's family. Only when 
PM Shri @narendramodi 
ji comes, KCR gets Covid, 
#TwitterTillu will have bro-
ken leg & his daughter will go 
to Dubai. Once BJP comes to 
power we'll support beedi, 
gulf workers & make people 
of Karimnagar proud," he 
tweeted.

BACK TO MAINSTREAM

More than 1,100 Bru-Reang 
militants to lay down arms 
TDG NETWORK
HAILAKANDI 

More than 1,100 Bru-Reang 
militants will lay down their 
arms and return to the main-
stream at a programme to be 
held in Assam's Hailakandi 
district on Monday.

The militants of the United 
Democratic Liberation Front 
of Barak Valley (UDLFBV) 
and Bru Revolutionary Army 
of Union (BRAU), who are 

currently on a ceasefire, will 
lay down their arms at Katli-
cherra in Hailakandi district. 
Both militant outfits are cur-
rently under ceasefire with 
the government. According 
to police, 545 militants of 
UDLFBV and 634 militants of 
BRAU will surrender during 
a programme in the presence 
of the Assam minister, and se-
nior police officials.

Nabaneet Mahanta, Super-
intendent of Police of Hai-

lakandi district told ANI that, 
more than 1100 militants of 
the United Democratic Lib-
eration Front of Barak Valley 
(UDLFBV) and Bru Revo-
lutionary Army of Union 
(BRAU) would formally lay 
down their arms. Both mili-
tant outfits spread a reign of 
terror in the bordering ar-
eas of the Assam-Mizoram 
border and were involved in 
kidnap, extortion and other 
anti-national activities.

xx

ALLEGATION

Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) has 
written to the Ma-

harashtra Director General 
of Police (DGP) demanding 
"immediate withdrawal of 
vehicles procured under 
Nirbhaya fund" after sev-
eral media reports alleged 
that several vehicles pro-
cured by the Mumbai Po-
lice to be used for fighting 
crimes against women, were 
instead being used as escort 
vehicles for legislators of the 
ruling Eknath Shinde-led 
Shiv Sena faction.

"NCP demands the imme-
diate withdrawal of the said 
vehicles deployed for MLAs' 
security and to be sent back 
to the Nirbhaya Squad," the 
letter said. Earlier, Uddhav 
camp Shiv Sena MP Priyan-
ka Chaturvedi alleged that 

several vehicles procured 
by the Mumbai Police un-
der the Nirbhaya Fund, were 
used being used by MPs and 
MLAs of the ruling Eknath 
Shinde-led Balasahebanchi 
Shiv Sena faction, which is 
part of the ruling coalition 
in the Maharashtra govern-
ment.

The letter from the NCP 
read, "It has been widely re-
ported that the Maharash-

tra Home department has 
diverted almost 40 vehicles 
procured under the Nirbha-
ya Fund for escorting MLAs 
of Shinde Faction."

"This decision of the Gov-
ernment is being criticised 
by the citizens of the state 
and is highly condemnable 
as the basic premise of the 
entire Nirbhaya scheme 
stands defeated," it said.

"Home Ministry has grant-
ed Y+ security to all MLAs 
of the Shinde faction which 
itself seems like a move to 
accord VIP status to MLAs 
more than anything else. It is 
shameful how these MLAs 
have accepted these vehi-
cles and nobody seems to be 
bothered or willing to vol-
untarily withdraw the said 
vehicles after it has come to 
light that these vehicles were 
procured for the protection 
of women," the NCP said in 
the letter.

It added, the Nirbhaya 
fund was created to enable 
the police machinery to ef-
fectively deal with issues 
relating to the safety of the 
women in the state. By di-
verting vehicles meant for 
woman safety and pressing 
them in the service for pro-
tecting MLAs supporting 
the Government is clearly 
violative of the Nirbhaya 
Scheme and the Govern-
ment is duty-bound to cor-
rect the wrong which has 
been committed purely un-
der political pressure.

NCP demands the imme-
diate withdrawal of the said 
vehicles deployed for MLAs 
security and to be sent back 
to the Nirbhaya Squad, the 
NCP said.

The Nirbhaya fund is a 
corpus set by the Centre in 
2013 for state governments 
to implement schemes for 
the safety of women. 
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NCP DEMANDS WITHDRAWAL OF VEHICLES 
PROCURED UNDER NIRBHAYA FUND

Shiv Sena Chief  Uddhav 
Thackeray.

Thursday, 22nd December 2022 9:30 am onwards 
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INDEFINITE FAST

YSRTP CHIEF SHARMILA 
DISCHARGED FROM 
HOSPITAL IN HYDERABAD

YSR Telangana Party 
(YSRTP) president YS 
Sharmila, was discharged 
on Monday from a hospital 
here where police had shifted 
her by force a day before after 
breaking her indefinite fast 
against not being allowed to 
continue statewide padyatara.

Sharmila, has shown im-
provement and she has been 
advised two-three weeks of 
complete rest for recovery. 
“She is currently undergo-
ing treatment, responding 
appropriately and is expected 
to be discharged later on Sun-
day or on 12 December,” the 
hospital had said. Sharmila, 
who was on hunger strike 
against the TRS government 
was shifted to a local hospi-
tal in Hyderabad in the early 
morning hours on Sunday. YS 

Sharmila was on an indefinite 
fast after she was denied per-
mission by the police to hold 
padayatra. ‘Y.S. Sharmila 
Reddy was admitted around 
1 am on 11 December, with low 
blood pressure, weakness and 
giddiness. She had dehydra-
tion and orthostatic hypo-
tension. she was also found 
to have severe oliguria, high 
anion gap metabolic acidosis 
and pre-renal azotemia, the 
hospital said.

YSRTP president YS Sharmila, 
being discharged from the 
hospital. 

IN TELANGANA 

International narcotics peddling 
racket busted, two peddlers nabbed
MADHU SHARMA
HYDERABAD

On credible information, the 
sleuths of Special Operations 
Team (SOT), Malkajgiri Zone 
team along with Nacharam 
police busted an international 
narcotics peddling racket and 
apprehended the accused viz., 
Mohd Kasim and Rasuldeen 
who were involved in clan-
destine supply of pseudo-
ephedrine (a narcotic control 
substance) being parceled 

through an international cou-
rier agency from Hyderabad to 
Australia and New Zealand.

Drug smuggling gangs op-
erating in TN have been us-
ing the Pune and Hyderabad 
air cargo route to smuggle 
pseudoephedrine and other 
banned substances to Austra-
lia, New Zealand. They used 
to book the drug parcels at 
international courier services 
located at Pune, Hyderabad by 
concealing the pseudoephed-

rine in cloth boxes, bangle box-
es, baby wear gift packs, etc., 
by providing the morphed ad-
dress proofs i.e., Aadhar, Pan 
cards of local people. 

On 11.12.2022 SOT, Malka-
jgiri Zone team along with 
Nacharam police raided a 
lodge, under the limits of 
Nacharam police station and 
seized 8.5 kg of pseudoephed-
rine, cash Rs 4,02,500 and 
other incriminating material 
from their possession.
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PROBE UNDERWAY

POLICE ARREST 3 IN GOLD 
THEFT CASE IN MUMBAI

Mumbai's Trombay police 
arrested three accused in 
a gold theft case, including 
two Government Railway 
Police (GRP) constables and 
recovered gold worth over Rs 
2 crore. According to Trom-
bay police, an employee work-
ing in a gold shop had come 
to Mumbai's Javeria Bazar 
from Bengaluru to deliver 
the gold to his office but his 

intentions changed and he 
along with two of his friends 
who are policemen in Railway 
Police, conspired to steal gold. 
They stole gold stole weigh-
ing over 4 kg after which the 
gold trader reported it to the 
Trombay police station.

When the police registered 
the case on 8 December and 
investigated, then the police 
found that two railway police 
constables and the employee 
of the complainant are in-
volved in the theft.



The opponents of the BJP 
are unable to digest the 
stupendous success of 

the party ever since Narendra 
Modi became the Prime Min-
ister of the country in 2014. 
They have been using spuri-
ous arguments to undermine 
the expansion of the party 
and are keen to figure out 
who could be the challenger 
to Modi. Even a flicker light in 
a distance is magnified many 
times to create an atmosphere 
of hope for the opposition’s 
revival.

It is in this context that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi questioned the indepen-
dence of so-called media and 
critics who claim themselves 
to be independent or neutral 
but end up giving an anti-BJP, 
anti-Modi narrative. A care-
ful analysis would testify that 
those who peddle a certain 
narrative are the same who 
have been trying to oppose 

Modi ever since he became 
the chief minister of Gujarat 
in 2014.

In such a polarised society 
that India has become, neu-
trality has become a myth. 
The camouflage of neutral-
ity is merely a ruse to nurse 
the wounds. When right time 
comes, they would come out 
with deeper fangs. They 
are asthmatic to the name 
Narendra Modi since they 
tried everything they could 
to defame Modi and prevent 
him from coming to power. 
They were the fire fighters 
of the Lutyen’s gang to paint 
Modi as the villain but they 
failed. All their attempts to 
prevent Modi from becom-
ing the Prime Minister came 
a cropper but continued with 
their dirty work.

Their single most insult 
is why Modi did not co-opt 
them. Any other politician 
would have extended an ol-
ive branch and bought peace. 
How can a Prime Minister 
become so popular and sur-
vive well despite so much of 
opposition? This is their big-
gest insult. The narrative they 
peddle is refusing to influence 
public opinion. When Modi 
speaks, they get exposed.

The same bias and prejudice 
were reflected when Lutyen’s 
media and critics started ana-
lysing the assembly elections 
results. In trying to paint the 

BJP’s victory as insignificant, 
they conveniently forgot that 
Gujarat once used to have 
direct contest between the 
Congress and the BJP. The 
Congress had once invented 
the KHAM (Khatriya, Hari-
jan, Adivasi and Muslims) 
political combination to script 
its victory in the State.

Madhav Singh Solanki who 
had invented the KHAM the-
ory had given a massive vic-
tory to the Congress in 1985. 
The party won 149 Assembly 
seats. Media and Congress 
supporters had gone berserk 
claiming that the same caste 
combination could be engi-
neered in other states and es-
tablish the Congress in power 
for a very long time. None is 
asking what happened to the 
KHAM and why?

Despite all odds, despite op-
position’s best attempts to cre-
ate conflict in the State during 
the Corona crisis, the people 
have given a big thumps-up to 
the BJP by making it victori-
ous on 156 of the 182 Assembly 
seats—a never before feat in 
the Assembly. The party got 
massive social support from 
the tribal community and 
from people in the rural areas.

The massive support from 
people demolished the theory 
that split in the Opposition’s 
vote gives victory to the BJP. 
The party won 52.5% vote 
share, an improvement from 
the 49% it held last time. The 
party has long been asserting 
that its aim has been to secure 
more than 50% votes on all 
constituencies. And this is 
going to be the party’s target 
even in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions of 2024.

One factor that has made 
these elections special is the 
Modi factor. His campaign 

galvanises people. The mas-
sive communicator that he is, 
people trust his words and his 
passion to sincerely work for 
the country’s prosperity. His 
simplicity makes them forget 
the sins of the local leaders 
who may not have worked as 
per their expectations. And 
candidates actually do not 
matter in most cases.

For the critics and the op-
position, the yardstick for 
judging the BJP is different. 
If the BJP has won Gujarat, 
the victory is considered not 
complete since the Congress 
was not in the fight and the 
Aam Aadmi cut into totter-
ing Congress’ votes. For them, 
had the Congress campaigned 
vigorously the story would 
have been different. They 
don’t ask why the Congress 
did not try its best. Did the 
Congress not see the writing 
on the walls when two of its 
poster boys Hardik Patel and 
Alpesh Thakor dumped the 
party and joined the BJP? This 
explains why Rahul Gandhi 
focused on his “Bharat Jodo 
Yatra”. He knew that Gujarat 
was a tough turf under the be-
nevolent shadow of the Prime 
Minister.

If the Congress has won in 
Himachal Pradesh, the critics 
of the BJP describe it as re-
sounding and a sign of revival. 
They conveniently forget that 
the difference of vote share is 
only .9% (less than one per 
cent). Himachal Pradesh vot-
ers have never given second 
consecutive term to any party 
since 1985. In 2017, the BJP 
had won 44 seats and secured 
48.79% votes. This was 7.11% 
more votes than those polled 
by the Congress that won 21 
seats.

One can definitely say that 

the BJP failed to duck the 
trend but to describe the Con-
gress’ victory as upsurge for 
the Congress is far from the 
truth. Some critics even gave 
the bizarre theory that failure 
of communal polarisation due 
to low Muslim population in 
the State prevent the BJP from 
repeating victory. Such theo-
ries were discussed for a State 
that has witnessed bipolar 
contest and has alternatively 
voted the rivals to power.

Just before the polls in Gu-
jarat, Aam Aadmi Party chief 
Arvind Kejriwal has flashed a 
paper at a press conference in 
Surat with his signature and 
asserted that his party was 
forming the Government in 
the State. He asserted that 
his predictions never went 
wrong. None questioned him 
after the disastrous results. 
Media and critics would have 
made fun if a similar claim in 
the same dramatic way made 
by some other leader. The 
AAP could not win a single 
seat in Himachal Pradesh, 
but no questions why it lost 
all seats.

Media and critics are still 
trying to project Kejriwal as 
a challenger to Modi. The only 
basis seems to be some suc-
cess at the municipal elections 
in Delhi where the AAP got 
three per cent more votes than 
the BJP. The credit for victory 
should go to the near decima-
tion of the Congress in Delhi. 
But for the media and critics 
MCD’s marginal victory in 
Delhi is more significant than 
the BJP’s authentic victory in 
Gujarat that broke all records 
or the AAP’s humiliating for-
ays in Himachal Pradesh.

It is the search for a chal-
lenger that the media had 
lapped Arvind Kejriwal when 

he contested against Modi in 
Varanasi in 2014 Lok Sabha 
polls. His massive defeat was 
not spoken in the same way 
as when he was projected as 
a challenger. For Kejriwal 
this was a win-win situation 
whether he won or lost. His 
main aim was to get projected 
as a challenger to Modi. The 
media is just playing into his 
gameplan. The massive ad-
vertisement budget for media 
and publicity works well for 
him. None asks him why he is 
giving advertisements about 
Delhi in newspapers of other 
states.

The campaign of these so-
called neutral people who act 
as fire-fighters for the Con-
gress and are sworn enemies 
of the BJP and Modi would 
intensify to make the environ-
ment more vicious. The Prime 
Minister hinted at this when 
he asked BJP’s supporters to 
keep their patience. The tool-
kits would become active and 
it would appear that the soci-
ety is mired in conflict. One 
needs to recall Yogendra Ya-
dav’s statement after victory 
of the BJP in Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections.

During an interview on 
television after victory of the 
BJP in Uttar Pradesh early this 
year, Yadav ruminated on the 
failure of the opposition to 
encash the opportunity that 
the farmers’ agitation against 
farm laws had provided. “We 
prepared the pitch, but the op-
position did not bowl well,” 
he had said. Now it appears 
that the entire gameplan was 
to dislodge the BJP from Ut-
tar Pradesh. But they failed to 
appreciate that an ordinary 
man has much better politi-
cal sense about who is good 
for them.

Neutrality of anti-Modi 
gang is in question
Opponents of the BJP have been using spurious arguments to undermine the expansion 
of the party and are keen to figure out who could be the challenger to Modi. They tried 
everything they could to defame Modi and prevent him from coming to power.

AGE-OLD DEBATE

‘VENOMOUS’

While looking at the Gujarat Assembly election 
results, the Aam Aadmi Party factor in Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s victory and Congress’ loss is being 
overstated by many analysts and politicians, par-
ticularly those from the Congress. Former Union 
Minister and Congress leader P. Chidambaram said 
in an interview on Sunday, that it was the AAP that 
played the spoiler for the Congress in Gujarat, the 
primary reason why the latter performed so abys-
mally in the elections, by getting a measly 17 seats in 
a 182-member Assembly, and a vote share of 27.3%. 
The AAP got a vote share of 12.9% and 5 seats. The 
BJP, on the other hand, swept the elections with 156 
seats and a vote share of 52.5%. This was a jump of 
57 seats for the BJP from 2017, when it got 99 seats. 
The Congress got 77 seats in 2017. So it lost 60 seats 
in 2022. As post-result analyses have shown, even if 
the AAP had not fought the elections, and if the votes 
that the AAP had polled had gone to the Congress, 
the latter would have won another 20-30 seats and 
thus gone up to a maximum of 40-50 seats in total. 
Whereas the BJP’s tally would have come down by 
30-odd seats to around 123-125. But even at that level, 
it would have been nearly as good as BJP’s perfor-
mance in the 2002 Assembly elections, when it won 
127 seats. Thus, it would have been a landslide win 
for BJP. So where is the question of the AAP playing 
a spoilsport for the Congress? Such assertions are 
made only to deflect attention from the fact that the 
Congress was running on empty in Gujarat, which 
Rahul Gandhi knew very well, because of which he 
paid a token visit to the state, and instead stayed busy 
with his Bharat Jodo Yatra in the southern part of 
the country.

The buzz in 2017 was about how the Congress was 
putting up a major fight against the BJP in the state. 
This was at the height of the Patidar movement and 
the Congress was being discussed for the agenda it 
had for the state. The Congress was visible on the 
ground, and even though Rahul Gandhi did not 
inspire much confidence, there were enough grass-
roots leaders who mattered for the party. It was an 
opportunity that the Congress could have capital-
ized on—if it wanted to. During a visit to the state 
ahead of the 2017 elections, it was often repeated to 
this writer, how the average Gujarati did not have 
much anger against the BJP—and definitely zero 
anger against Prime Minister Narendra Modi. But 
their anger was against individual MLAs. And that 
anger was real, so much so that, but for Prime Min-
ister Modi, the party could have found it difficult to 
notch up even 92 seats, the halfway mark. Post 2017, 
the BJP studied its failings in the state, learnt its les-
sons and corrected course. It went about bringing 
the “enemy” to its fold—the heroes of the Patidar and 
Thakor movements, Hardik and Alpesh, respective-
ly. Halfway through its term, the BJP gave the voters 
a brand new government, by removing senior faces 
such as Chief Minister Vijay Rupani and his deputy, 
Nitin Patel. It took care of Patidar anger by giving the 
state a Patidar Chief Minister, who was also a long-
time associate of former Chief Minister Anandiben 
Patel, whose removal from the CM’s post was one of 
the triggers of the Patidar movement. Also, the wider 
Sangh Parivar worked relentlessly in tribal and other 
areas of concern for the BJP, thus decimating Con-
gress’ Adivasi and other vote banks. In other words, 
the BJP went back to the drawing board the day the 
election results were declared in 2017, and its target 
was 150 seats. 150 was the target even in 2017, but it 
was achieved in 2022 through sheer hard work and 
masterful strategy.

Where was the Congress amid all this? It let go 
of 16 of its 77 MLAs, who joined the BJP. It could 
not keep in its fold either Alpesh Thakor or Har-
dik Patel, both of whom joined the BJP. The Con-
gress would have people believe that this is about 
the BJP poaching rival party leaders. It does not 
realise, rather does not admit that this actually has 
to do with the party top brass ignoring ambitious 
and competent leaders and not giving them space to 
grow, lest they become a threat to the Gandhi fam-
ily. Almost every leader who has left the Congress 
for the BJP has similar complaints about the Family 
fiefdom—be it Assam’s Himanta Biswa Sarma, or 
Gujarat’s Hardik Patel. It is about the Family’s ar-
rogance, as well as the “small” problem of being out 
of touch with reality. The sum and substance of it 
is, the Congress ceded space, which the AAP hoped 
to capture, which it did, but only partially. But then 
for the AAP in Gujarat, it was always more buzz 
than substance. Moreover, it lacked a strong face 
like it had in Punjab, in Bhagwant Mann, who had 
captured the people’s imagination. In fact, AAP too 
needs to draw a lesson from Gujarat, that it needs to 
do years of work at the grassroots in states outside 
of its strongholds, before it can make its presence 
felt there. Minor wins of a handful of seats in a mu-
nicipality, as it did in Surat, are not enough to pose 
a challenge to a party like the BJP. As for the BJP, 
it has crossed the “undefeatable” 50% threshold of 
vote share, decimating other parties. This makes the 
BJP its own opposition in Gujarat and it has to live 
up to that role. It should not forget that the people of 
Gujarat have reposed their trust in it.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
RUNNING ON EMPTY

CONGrESS wAS 
iTS OwN ENEMy iN 
GUjArAT, NOT AAP

It’s an age-old debate wheth-
er an unborn foetus has the 
right to life when the ques-
tion comes to the abortion 
right of women. Recently, the 
Delhi High Court on 6/12/22 
passed a judgment where a 
pregnant lady was allowed to 
go for an abortion when she 
was 33 weeks pregnant. In 
this case, the foetus was suf-
fering from certain cerebral 
abnormalities. However, the 
medical community, in this 
case, failed to give a “categori-
cal opinion on the degree of 
handicap or the quality of the 
life of the foetus after birth”. 
On this basis, the court has 
opined that in such an unpre-
dictable situation the woman 
should be allowed to go for 
an abortion. In this case, Hon. 
Justice Prathiba M. Singh ob-
served that “while the right of 

a pregnant woman to termi-
nate her pregnancy has been 
the subject matter of debate 
across the world, India recog-
nizes the choice of a woman 
in its law”. This is not the first 
time where a pregnant lady 
has approached the judiciary 
for termination of pregnancy 
due to foetus abnormality. The 
Nikita Datar and Sarmishtha 
Chakrabortty cases are some 
of the famous cases where the 
ladies approached the judi-
ciary for termination of preg-
nancy for foetus abnormality 
situation. In the Sarmistha 
Chakrabortty case, Justices 
Dipak Misra, and A.M. 
Khanwilkar said that “every 
woman had a sacrosanct 
right to bodily integrity and 
should be allowed termina-
tion of pregnancy. In this case, 
the petitioner mentioned that 
of 26 million births that oc-
cur in India every year, from 
that 2-3% of the foetuses had a 
severe congenital or chromo-
somal abnormality, and many 
suffered Intrauterine Fatal 
Death. Another point which 
was highlighted in this case 
was that certain abnormali-
ties can be detected before 20 
weeks of the pregnancy and 

some after that period”. In 
2021, after the amendment 
of the MTP Act, the maxi-
mum limit of gestational age 
for termination of pregnancy 
of a rape survivor, victims of 
incest, and other vulnerable 
women (like differently-abled 
women, and minors), etc. have 
been increased to 24 weeks 
and there is no gestational 
limit for abortion in cases 
related to foetus abnormal-
ity. Though the judiciary 
has acknowledged the right 
to choice of women for abor-
tion under the Medical Termi-
nation of Act, 1971, but if we 
go through legislation, then 
we will find that the MTP Act 
does not recognize women’s 
right to choose abortion or 
abortion on demand. The 
MTP Act provides the con-
ditional right where the sole 
authority to decide whether 
to perform an abortion or not 
is dependent upon the doc-
tor’s conscience. Section 3 of 
the MTP speaks about the 
conditions where the doctor 
can perform the MTP on a 
woman. In India, abortion is 
not an option for a woman, 
rather it’s conditional. This is 
one of the major drawbacks of 

the law which needs to be ad-
dressed so that ladies should 
not be suffered. Another issue 
related to the abortion right of 
a woman is that for many it is 
violation of the right to life of 
the unborn baby. In this con-
text, in one of the cases, Nand 
Kishore Sharma and Ors. –
vs–Union of India (UOI) and 
Anr., AIR 2006 Raj 166, the 
question which came before 
the court was whether the 
MTP Act infringes the Right 
to Life of an unborn child pro-
tected under Article 21 of the 
Indian Constitution. While 
answering the question, the 
court observed that “the object 
of the Act being to save the 
life of the pregnant woman or 
relieve her of any injury to her 
physical and mental health, 
and no other thing, it would 
appear the Act is rather in 
consonance with Article 21 of 
the Constitution of India than 
in conflict with it. While it may 
be debatable as to when the 
foetus comes to life so as to 
attract Article 21 of the Con-
stitution of India, there can-
not be two opinion that where 
continuance of pregnancy is 
likely to involve risk to the 
life of the pregnant woman 

or cause grave injury to her 
physical and mental health, it 
would be in her interest to ter-
minate the pregnancy”. Even 
in the international forum like 
in the case of in Vo versus 
France, (2005)40 EHRR 12, 
the European Court of Hu-
man Rights, interprets and 
monitors compliance with the 
European Convention and af-
firmed that “the unborn child 
is not regarded as a ‘person’ 
directly protected by Article 
2 of the Convention and that 
if the unborn do have a ‘right’ 
to ‘life,’ it is implicitly limited 
by the mother’s rights and in-
terests,” including her rights 
to life, health, and privacy. 
In K.L. versus Peru, CCPR/
C/85/D/1153/2003, Com-
munication No. 1153/2003 
case the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW) 
found “that the government 
had violated a pregnant girl’s 
rights by prioritizing the foe-
tus over her health by post-
poning an essential surgery 
until the girl was no longer 
pregnant. The girl’s continued 
pregnancy poses a substantial 
risk to her physical and men-
tal health and the CEDAW 

Committee held that the de-
nial of therapeutic abortion 
and the delay in providing the 
surgery constituted gender-
based discrimination and 
violated her rights to health 
and freedom from discrimina-
tion. The CEDAW Commit-
tee has further expressed 
concern that women’s rights 
to life and health may be vio-
lated by restrictive abortion 
laws”. In all these cases, it is 
clear that when the question 
comes to the protection of the 
mother’s life, it will be her 
abortion right that will pre-
vail over the right to life of the 
unborn foetus. On the ques-
tion of sex-selective abortions 
and female infanticide, gov-
ernment is concerned more 
about their lives because this 
is illegal. To protect their lives, 
we had separate legislation 
Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal 
Diagnostic Techniques Act, 
1994. It’s time for legislature 
to recognize a woman’s right 
to choose abortion—“it’s my 
womb, my body, my life; so my 
decision only matters when 
it comes to abortion rights”.
Dr Pyali Chatterjee is HOD, Fac-
ulty of Law, ICFAI University, 
Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

Right to choice of a mother for abortion 
versus right to life of a foetus

opinion
SudeSh Verma
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The Centre has notified the 
appointment of 2 additional 
judges as permanent judges 
of the Chhattisgarh High 
Court.

They are:
(i) Justice Narendra Kumar 
Vyas and
(ii) Justice Naresh Kumar 
Chandravanshi

In this regard, the notifica-

tion reads:
In exercise of the power con-
ferred by clause (l) of Article 
217 of the Constitution of In-
dia, the President is pleased 
to appoint S/Shri Justices (i) 
Narendra Kumar Vyas and 

(ii) Naresh Kumar Chan-
dravanshi, the Additional 
Judges of the Chhattisgarh 
High Court as Judges of that 
High Court with effect from 
the date they assume charge 
of their respective offices.

IN COURT

Centre Notifies Appointment Of 2 
Additional Judges As Permanent 
Judges Of Chhattisgarh High Court
TDG NETWORK 

The Telangana High Court in the case 
Donepudi Sandhya C. Sandhya v. The 
State of Telangana observed and has 
made it clear that it cannot grant Po-
lice aid in civil disputes unless there is 
a threat to peace and tranquility.

The court is of the opinion that the 
petitioner has not made out any case 
of emergent situation warranting 
indulgence of this Court for grant of 
police aid. Unless, some materials 
are being placed before this Court to 
demonstrate that the unofficial re-
spondents have acted in contraven-
tion of law and have acted highhand-
edly and that there is breach of peace 
and tranquility, normally, this Court 
would not interfere in civil disputes. 

In the present case, the petitioner 
claimed to be the owner of certain 
lands situated in Ranga Reddy Dis-

trict, the petitioner being aggrieved by 
the lack of police protection provided 
to her and the family members of her 
against the Respondents. Thus, she 
averred that in 2021, when she came 
to India to visit her property, she 
noticed that the Respondents had 
attempted to damage the boundary 
stones in the subject land. A suit has 
been filed against the Respondents 
for the perpetual injunction wherein 
an ad-interim injunction was granted.

It was contended by the petitioner 
that in spite of injunction order, the 
respondents got registered two cases 
against the petitioner including crimi-
nal intimidation, criminal trespass, 
wrongful restraint and Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Pre-
vention of Atrocities) Act. A criminal 
case was also registered by the peti-
tioner against the respondents and 
sought for police protection as the 
respondents were continuously try-

ing to dispossess the petitioner from 
the subject land. Therefore, the police 
did not act on the representation of 
the petitioner.
Ruling of the Court:

The court while taking into consid-
eration of the facts and circumstances 
of the case and the pendency of the 
suit for permanent injunction, it was 
held by the court that this court is not 
inclined to pass any orders as the Pe-
titioner had failed to prove that there 
was an emergency situation warrant-
ing indulgence of the Court for grant 
of police aid. The court added that, 
the vague allegations made against 
the respondents would not give rise 
to a cause of action to seek police pro-
tection.

Further, the court granted the liber-
ty to the petitioner to request for a po-
lice protection before the Civil Court.
Accordingly, the court dismissed the 

writ petition.

IN COURT

TELANGANA HIGH COURT: WRIT COURT 
CANNOT GRANT POLICE AID IN CIVIL 
DISPUTES UNLESS THERE IS EVIDENCE OF 
BREACH OF PEACE AND TRANQUILITY

TDG NETWORK 

Justice Dipankar Dutta 
Takes Oath As A Judge 
Of Supreme Court on 

Monday. The oath was ad-
ministered by Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud to 
Justice Dutta in the swearing-
in ceremony held at Court 
No.1 of the Supreme Court 
in the presence of all judges.

It has been notified by the 
Centre the elevation of the 
former Chief Justice of the 
Bombay High Court to the 
Supreme Court, almost three 
months after the Supreme 
Court collegium’s recom-
mendation.

The elevation of Justice 
Dutta in the resolution 
passed on September 26 
was recommended by the 
Supreme Court collegium 
led by the then CJI UU Lalit. 
It being worthwhile to note 
that the Notification of Cen-
tre came in the backdrop of 
the Supreme Court which 
is repeatedly criticising the 
Government for not acting 
promptly on the collegium 
recommendations.

Justice Dutta will have a 
term till February 8, 2030, 
with the appointment of 
Justice Dutta, the Supreme 
Court will now have 28 
judges out of the strength of 
34 judges.

Justice Dutta was born in 
February 1965, he is the son 
of a former Calcutta High 

Court Judge, late (J) Salil 
Kumar Datta and brother-in-
law of Justice Amitava Roy 
who is the former Supreme 
Court judge.

Justice Dutta obtained 
his LL.B. degree from the 
University of Calcutta in 
1989 and on November 16, 
1989, he was enrolled as 
an Advocate. Justice Dutta 
worked as a Junior Standing 

Counsel for the State of West 
Bengal from 16.05.2002 to 
16.01.2004 and also as a 
Counsel for the Union of 
India since 1998.

Justice Dutta served as a 
Judge of the Calcutta High 
Court from June 22, 2006. 
On April 28,2002, he was 
also elevated as the Chief 
Justice of Bombay High 
Court.

Justice Dutta as CJ of the 
Bombay High Court has 
passed several significant 
judgements which includes 
home vaccination for the 
bedridden, directing a pre-
liminary enquiry against 
Anil Deshmukh – Maha-
rashtra Home Minister at 
the time and an authorita-
tive pronouncement on the 
illegal constructions.

IN COURT

JUSTICE DIPANKAR DUTTA, 
NEWLY SWORN-IN-JUDGE OF 
SUPREME COURT
TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi High Court issued 
a notice on the petition filled 
by Leena Paulose, the wife 
of alleged conman Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar, in the case 
of Rs 200-crore extortion.
The bench headed by Jus-
tice Dinesh Kumar Sharma 
sought response of the Delhi 
Police.

Leena Paulose, who is 
presently in judicial custody 
got married to Sukesh Chan-
drasekhar in July 2014. Last 
year, she was arrested and 
since September 5, 2021 has 
been in jail.

Before the Court, the coun-
sel appearing for Paulose 
submitted that most of the 
offences in the matter are 
bailable and that the peti-
tioner has no direct connec-
tion with the main offence 
which is alleged against 
Sukesh Chandrashekhar.

Further, it has been sub-
mitted by the counsel that 
Paulose is also entitled to 
special protection under sec-
tion 437 of Code of Criminal 
Procedure being a woman as 
the chargesheet in the mat-
ter has been filed and investi-
gation is also completed.

The counsel, Nandita Rao 
who is appearing for Delhi 
Police submitted that un-
der Maharashtra Control of 
Organised Crime Act, 1999 
(MCOCA), there is a higher 
bar in not releasing of the ac-
cused on bail. It was further 
submitted that under the 
statue, the accused cannot 
be granted bail unless the 
court is prima facie satis-
fied that no case is made out 
against Paulose.

It was also submitted be-
fore the court that there be-
ing a clear cut evidence of 
conspiracy between Paulose 
and Chandrashekhar. 

In the case of Paulose’s that 
being a “dutiful wife”, she is 
complied with many of the 
demands and suggestions 
made by her husband in 

“good faith” therein without 
understanding of various 
issues and consequences 
involved.

It was stated by Paulose 
in her bail plea that has not 
done anything for her ben-
efit and she being not a ben-
eficiary of the alleged crime 
receipts/

The bail plea reads that 
the applicant was made to 
understand that the amount 
credited in her Bank account 
are all loans taken or has 
been arranged by the hus-
band for business and there 
bein nothing to disbelief her 
husband and the applicant 
was paying of the EM! for 
the Loan which is generally 
done.

Further, it was submitted 

in the plea that while the 
case of prosecution is built 
on the presumption that 
being a wife, Paulose had 
colluded with her husband 
Sukesh Chandrashekhar for 
committing of the alleged of-
fences and there is nothing 
on record to show any dis-
honest or malafide intention 
on her part.

In the petition it was stated 
that the applicant is only ar-
rested because of the reason 
that the applicant being the 
wife of the main accused, 
and being a dutiful obedi-
ent wife, she blindly trusted 
her husband and s such 
from the part of the appli-
cant there are no malafides 
or dishonest intentions. 
Therefore, the prosecution 
is not having a case that, the 
applicant contacted nor is 
known to the defacto com-
plainant which being the 
evident from FIR.

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: Notice Issued, 
Conman Sukesh Chandrasekhar’s 
Wife Leena Paulose Seeks Bail

TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi High Court is-
sued a notice on the bail 
pleas moved by Ankush 
Jain and Vaibhav Jain 
who being co-accused in 
a money laundering case 
in which Satyendar Jain, 
Aam Aadmi Party leader is 
the main accused.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Dinesh Kumar Sharma 
sought response of the En-
forcement Directorate.

It was observed that ac-
cording to the ED, during 
the check period between 
14.02.2015 till 31.05.2017, 
an amount was received 
of Rs.4,60,83,500 as ac-
commodation entries in 
three companies - M/s. 
Akinchan Developers Pvt.
Ltd., M/s.Paryas Info-
solutions Pvt.Ltd. and M/s.
Manglayatan Developers/
Projects Pvt.Ltd and in 
M/s.J.J.Ideal Estate Pvt.Ltd, 

an accommodation entry of 
Rs.15,00,000 was received.

However, the said compa-
nies are allegedly linked to 
Satyendar Jain.

In the present case, it was 
alleged that a commission 
of Rs.5,32,935 was also 
paid to the entry opera-
tors. Therefore, as per ED, 
Rs.4,81,16,435 was calcu-
lated as proceeds of crime, 
which were being utilized 
in the purchase of Land, 
the payment of loans and 
for the commission to Kol-
kata based entry providers.

Further, it was stated 
that as per the agency, the 
co-accused Vaibhav Jain 
and Ankush Jain had tak-
en the benefit of Income 
Disclosure Scheme, 2016, 
wherein by declaring the 
entire accommodation en-
tries received in the said 
companies for the period 
from 2010-11 till 2015-16, as 
their unaccounted income 
just for safeguarding Saty-

endar Jain.
The Chartered Accoun-

tant of the said companies 
has been examined by 
the ED, who has allegedly 
stated in his statement that 
both Vaibhav Jain and An-
kush Jain were appointed 
Directors of the companies 
by backdating the docu-
ments to support their dec-
laration which are made 
under the IDS, 2016.

On May 30, the main ac-
cused, Satyendar Jain was 
arrested and on June 30, 
co-accused Vaibhav Jain 
and Ankush Jain were ar-
rested who are presently in 
judicial custody.

On November 17, all the 
three accused and co-ac-
cused were denied bail by 
city’s Rouse Avenue Courts 
on November 17. A notice 
was issued by Justice Shar-
ma on Satyendar Jain’s bail 
plea on December 1. 

In its order, the trial court 
had stated that it has pri-

ma facie come on record 
that the minister was “ac-
tually being involved” in 
concealing the proceeds of 
crime by giving cash to the 
Kolkata-based entry opera-
tors and thereafter, while 
bringing of the cash into 
three companies against 
the sale of shares to show 
that income of these three 
companies was untainted.

Accordingly, the case of 
ED which is being based 
on the CBI FIR, wherein 
alleging that Jain signed 
conveyance deeds for pur-
chase of agriculture lands 
by Prayas Infosolutions 
in 2011 and 2012. Further, 
it has been alleged by the 
central agency that later 
the land was transferred 
to family members of 
Jain’s associates who de-
nied knowledge about the 
transfers.

The court listed the mat-
ter for hearing next on De-
cember 20.

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: Notice Issued 
On Bail Pleas Of Vaibhav 
Jain, Ankush Jain In Money 
Laundering Case
TDG NETWORK 
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It was in 1940, the Parlia-
ment had promulgated the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act 
that primarily regulated 
the import ,manufacture 

,distribute and sale of drugs 
and cosmetics throughout 
the whole country. The pace 
at which the healthcare in-
dustry has been booming 
in the country ,marking it 
to the Asia’s fourth largest 
medical technology sector 
in India. The loopholes and 
the barriers that were preva-
lent in the pre independence 
legislation escaped in ensur-
ing guidelines & regulatory 
approval processes and for 
quality benchmark are on 
par with global standards. 

In July 2022, the Ministry 
of Health and Family Wel-
fare proposed a draft of the 
Drugs, Medical Devices 
and Cosmetics Bill, 2022 
with an intent to  evaluate , 
replace and modernize and 
remodel  the waning and 
outmoded the Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act, 1940 where 
the ministry has been per-
sistently reviewing and 
streamlining the rules to 
further adopt the new tech-
nology , accommodate the 
changes , consolidate the 
law relating to the import, 
manufacture, distribution 
and sale of drugs, medical 
devices and cosmetics to 
ensure their quality, safety, 
efficacy, performance; and 
clinical trial of new drugs 

and clinical investigation of 
medical devices. The Min-
istry of Health and Family 
Welfare constituted  an eight 
member committee headed 
by Drug Controller General 
of India, Mr. V.G. Somani for 
drafting the bill.

R E A S O N  F O R  T H E 
NEED OF A COMPRE-
HENSIVE BILL

The National Institute for 
Transforming India (NITI) 
Aayog adduced three rea-
sons predominantly  for the 
purpose of signifying a new 
and separate law for medi-
cal devices: The Drugs and 
Cosmetics Act of 1940 is out-
moded; hence the act cannot 
govern medical devices in 
the robust and wholesome 
manner ;Deficiency or the 
paucity of human expertise 
in the Central Drugs Stan-
dard Control Organization 
(CDSCO) to check the safety 
and potency of medical de-
vices; the professionals in 
the CDCSO have chemical-
based knowledge that only 
applies to pharmaceuti-
cals and lack of knowledge 
regarding the complex 
electronic technology that 
comes with some medical 
devices; Due to a lack of re-
sources to check the quality 
of devices, they propounded  
only regulating Category A 
devices such as  pacemakers 
that are intrusive and placed 
inside the human body. It 
was indeed the right time to 

amend the law and have the 
regulations for clinical trials  
and investigations for drugs 
and medical devices since 
India is called as indigenous 
medical device industry 
valued at Rupees Two Hun-
dred Fifty Crore and is pro-
jected to grow higher.

Indian generics firm 
Maiden Pharmaceuticals 
has been inculpated in the 
demise of sixty six chil-
dren in The Gambia, West 
Africa. On 5 October, the 
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) alarmed to 
have the focal point on four 
substandard cough syrups: 
Promethazine oral solution, 
Kofexmalin Baby Cough 
Syrup, Makoff Baby Cough 
Syrup and Magrip N Cold 
Syrup, all manufactured 
by Maiden, which is based 
in the north Indian state 
of Haryana. These prod-
ucts are ‘linked with acute 
kidney injuries and sixty 
six  deaths among children’ 
in The Gambia, the report 
disclosed. ‘WHO recom-
mends all countries detect 
and remove these products 
from circulation to prevent 
further harm to patients,’ di-
rector general Tedros Ghe-
breyesus stated. ‘All this is 
happening because neither 
the regulatory authorities 
nor the pharmaceutical 
companies go by the rule-
book,’ says Chinu Sriniva-
san, co-convenor of the non-
profit All India Drug Action 
Network, which focuses on 
people-oriented health and 
drug policies. ‘It’s a fault of 
both the state and central 
regulatory authorities that 
the culprits always get away 
with just a slap on the wrist 
after getting caught. What 
we badly need is transpar-
ency, predictability of the 

system and integrity.’ Ac-
cording to World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) statistics, 
renal failure was the cause 
for the death of sixty six 
children in the Gambia who 
had allegedly taken cough 
syrups produced in India. 
The WHO has given a sig-
nal over four cough syrups 
manufactured by India’s 
Maiden Pharmaceuticals, 
as per several media reports. 
The Indian government has 
asked the WHO to furnish 
evidence of direct causal 
links between the contami-
nated syrups and deaths. 
According to Indian officials, 
out of twenty three samples 
tested, as per WHO, four 
were found to contain dieth-
ylene glycol and ethylene 
glycol. ‘While it is hard to 
establish a firm causal link, 
and investigations are still 
ongoing, we know that these 
contaminants (diethylene 
glycol and ethylene glycol) 
are toxic to humans when 
consumed and can prove 
fatal,’ WHO told Chemistry 
World in their report. How-
ever “None of four cough 
syrups linked to death of 
sixty six children in Gambia 
available for sale in India, is 
being stated by the distribu-
tors. With these reports the 
barriers and the drawbacks 
of the existing laws have 
come in to the picture. 

US Pharma major John-
son & Johnson (J&J) Private  
Limited had consented at 
Delhi High Court to pay 
compensation to patients 
affected by its faulty acetab-
ular surface replacement 
(ASR) hip implants.

The Articular Surface Re-
placement device is a metal 
on metal device with cobalt 
and chromium as predomi-
nant components. They 

have been manufactured 
and distributed by DePuy 
for a prolonged time. They 
were produced on metal on 
metal contemplating  that 
the implant could be long 
lasting and help in escalat-
ing the ability to move freely. 
But painfully , for the com-
pany the metal on metal 
configuration has rather 
generated  surprisingly 
high disappointment rates 
explicitly in view of metal-
on-metal grinding that dis-
charges a very small amount 
of metal into encompassing 
tissue. 

DePuy hip implants may 
cause and produce maximal 
side effects or reactions such 
as: Metallosis, a metal frag-
ment and particle discharge 
causing morbidity.

Necrosis, bone and other 
tissue demise from metal-
losis poison. Osteolysis, a  
bone disintegration be-
cause of the metallosis 
toxicity. Systemic metal-
losis an entire body irrita-
tion from metal particles. 
Pseudotumors an evolu-
tion  of tumour like par-
ticles encompassing joints 
thereby harming them. 
Bone Fracture a debilitat-
ing and breakage of bones 
encompassing the implant. 
Because of these faulty im-
plants, the skin, tissues and 
bones near the implants 
gets defaced and affected 
severely. Revision Surgery 
or Reconstructive Surgery 
is the only answer to this 
and the Patients who re-
ceived these metal on metal 
implant devices may need 
replacement surgery or 
reconstructive surgery to 
repair tissue damage and 
joint failure due to the faulty 
devices. These revision and 
reconstructive surgeries are 

most of the time invasive to 
the body and  more agoniz-
ing than the primary hip 
implant surgery. Patients 
are required to experience 
longer and huge  restoration 
periods and are presented to 
extra surgical and recupera-
tion dangers which is inclu-
sive of the contamination, 
aggravation, agony, and idle-
ness in the body parts. Some 
patients go through differ-
ent medical procedures such 
as  multiple surgeries to fix 
the repair or harm brought 
about by the DePuy faulty 
implants. There are no tools 
accessible to Indian regula-
tors under the framework 
and the structure  to hold 
makers of sub-standard 
medical device manufactur-
ers  accountable .At most, 
the Health Ministry can 
prohibit the manufacture 
and sale of certain medical 
devices under Section 26A 
or cancel a license to avert 
further harm. 

As per “Section 26A in 
the Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act, 1940  , Powers of Cen-
tral Government to prohibit 
manufacture, etc., of drug 
and cosmetic in public in-
terest. Without prejudice 
to any other provision con-
tained in this Chapter, if 
the Central Government is 
satisfied, that the use of any 
drug or cosmetic is likely to 
involve any risk to human 
beings or animals or that 
any drug does not have the 
therapeutic value claimed or 
purported to be claimed for 
it or contains ingredients 
and in such quantity for 
which there is no therapeu-
tic justification and that in 
the public interest it is nec-
essary or expedient so to do, 
then, that Government may, 
by notification in the Official 

Gazette,  [regulate, restrict 
or prohibit] the manufac-
ture, sale or distribution of 
such drug or cosmetic.”

In the J&J case, the manu-
facturer sold devices to doc-
tors and hospitals instead 
of patients directly, so it did 
not have a list of patients 
who had these devices im-
planted. Doctors and hospi-
tals lack incentives to share 
the patient list and even if 
they want to, legal liability 
for surgically faulty devices 
in the patient’s body would 
stop them from doing so. 
These are few of the case 
studies that show the need 
of a comprehensive legisla-
tion.

KEY HIGLIGHTS THAT 
HAS BEEN INCORPO-
RATED IN THE BILL

The bill has been acknowl-
edged by many industry as 
the bill is addressing the 
barriers in the booming of 
the health care industry.

The important definitions 
pioneered under the bill  in 
Chapter 1are given as  un-
der:

Clinical Trial is defined 
as  any systematic study of 
new drug or investigational 
new drug or bioavailability 
or bioequivalence study of 
any new drug in human 
participants to generate data 
for discovering or verifying 
its clinical, pharmacologi-
cal, including pharmacody-
namic and pharmacokinetic, 
or adverse effects with the 
objective of determining 
safety, efficacy or tolerance 
of the drug.

Over-the-counter Drugs 
construed as drugs that can 
be sold by way of retail to a 
consumer without prescrip-
tion from a registered medi-
cal practitioner as per the 
conditions and in such man-

ner as may be prescribed.
Investigational New Drug 

elucidated as new chemical 
or biological entity or sub-
stance which is under inves-
tigation in a clinical trial re-
garding its safety, tolerance 
and efficacy.

Proprietary Medicine 
means a drug which is a 
remedy or prescription pre-
sented in a form ready for 
internal or external admin-
istration on human beings 
or animals and which is not 
included in the edition of 
the Indian Pharmacopoeia 
for the time being in force or 
any other Pharmacopoeia 
authorized in this behalf 
by the Central Government 
after consultation with the 
Drugs Technical Advisory 
Board.

In section 3 (o)defined 
“drug” includes-(a) medi-
cines for internal or exter-
nal use of human beings or 
animals and all substances 
intended to be used for or 
in the diagnosis, treatment, 
mitigation or prevention of 
any disease or disorder in 
human beings or animals, 
including preparations ap-
plied on human body for 
the purpose of repelling 
insects;(b) substances, other 
than food, intended to affect 
structure or any function of 
the human body or intended 
to be used for the destruc-
tion of vermin, insects or mi-
crobes which cause disease 
in human beings or animals, 
as may be specified from 
time to time by the Central 
Government by notification. 
(c) substances intended for 
use as components of a drug 
including empty gelatin 
capsules; and(d) any active 
pharmaceutical ingredient.

Full report can be read on 
the website.

ANALYSIS

AN ANALYSIS ON DRUGS, MEDICAL DEVICES 
AND COSMETICS BILL 2022 

analysis
DR RASHMIN NOUSHAD

Though loyal support-
ers of the BJP were 
praying for a big vic-

tory, hardly anyone would 
have expected this bumper 
victory in Gujarat! Political 
veterans had assumed that 
the BJP would win around 
120 seats. But Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
Union home minister Amit 
Shah certainly expected a 
huge victory because the BJP 
under their leadership had 
designed such a strategy!

Visionary thinking and 
infallible strategy matter a 
lot like chess moves in poli-
tics. It was clear that being 
in power for more than two-
and-a-half decades, the party 
may have to face anti-incum-
bency. In September last year, 
when Vijay Rupani was re-
moved from the post of chief 
minister, it became clear that 

the BJP is in no mood to take 
any risk in the 2022 Assem-
bly elections. The Patidar 
community enjoys consid-
erable clout in Gujarat and 
it would have been difficult 
to upset them politically, so 
Bhupendrabhai Patel was 
made the chief minister. 
Hardik Patel, the Patel face 
of the Congress, also joined 
the BJP in June this year. 
Meanwhile, every possible 
effort was made to woo the 
tribals and Dalits. It is dif-
ficult to say how many of 
these people joined the BJP 
and how many remained 
with the Congress or walked 
over to the Aam Aadmi 
Party. But the BJP benefited 
from this strategy for sure. 
Apart from this, there were 
hasty announcements of 
many projects. It was all part 
of the strategy and election 
statecraft. Apart from this, 
BJP also played other cards 
well to attract voters. Just 
as they say, all is fair in love 
and war!

To translate the strategy 
into electoral results, the 
BJP did not give tickets to 
five ministers and 38 sit-
ting members of the previ-
ous Assembly. It reposed 

more trust in new faces. All 
influential leaders, be it chief 
ministers, ministers, MPs, 
national leaders of the party 
or veterans from other states, 
were assigned to address the 
election meetings! The spe-
cial trait of the BJP is that it 
does not consider any elec-
tion small and does not take 
it lightly. Its leaders don’t 
even see what their stature 
is and what is the level of 
election. They don’t waste 
time thinking about where 
to go or where not to. They 
complete the assigned task 
with dedication. Even Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
himself enters the field and 
does a 50-km roadshow! As 
a result of this, with 99 seats, 
the BJP won a supermajor-
ity of 156 seats, laying to rest 
the apprehension of anti-in-
cumbency. Congress’ Mad-
havsinh Solanki’s record of 
149 was broken too.

Though BJP has won maxi-
mum number of seats than 
in 1985 

still in terms of vote share 
Madhav Singh Solanki had 
secured 55.55% votes vs 
52.5% vote share of BJP in 
2022.

As far as the Aam Aadmi 
Party is concerned, even 
though it won just 5 seats, 
it is a remarkable victory. 
It has received 13 per cent 
votes and the biggest thing 
is that this victory earned it 
the status of a national party. 
Leaving Delhi and entering 
Modiji’s stronghold is no 
child’s play. Arvind Kejriwal 
has given the message of his 

foresight by tasting success 
first in Delhi, then in Punjab 
and now in Gujarat. Kejriwal 
knew that it was more im-
portant for him to reach Gu-
jarat than Himachal. Today, 
AAP is being discussed all 
over Gujarat. Even after all 
the allegations of corruption 
and the attack on the deputy 
chief minister, he wrested 
power in the MCD and that’s 
why this feat is remarkable.

On the contrary, Congress 
missed a good opportunity. 
This party had 77 MLAs 
in the previous Gujarat 
Assembly. It has now been 
reduced to just 17 seats in 
this election. The biggest 
reason for this was the in-
fighting within Congress. 
The leaders kept fighting 
with each other. They kept 
dealing with each other. It 
was a free-for-all situation. 

From people’s point of view, 
how can they trust Congress 
which could not establish 
itself even as a strong op-
position? In fact, Congress 
took the Gujarat elections 
very lightly. Congress lost 
whichever seat Rahul Gan-
dhi went to campaign for!

As far as the victory of 
Congress in Himachal is 
concerned, Congress did 
not have any strong leader-
ship there. State Congress 
President Pratibha Singh, 
wife of Virbhadra Singh, 
their son Vikramaditya 

Singh, besides Sukhwinder 
Singh Sukhu and Mukesh 
Agnihotri were involved 
in the tussle for the chief 
minister’s post even before 
the elections. Despite this, if 
Congress wins, it is a mes-
sage from the voters that 
they have not lost faith in 
it yet. Will Congress lead-
ers remember that in the 
2019 Lok Sabha elections, 
Congress got 19.5 per cent 
of the votes? Congress’ vic-
tory in Himachal is really a 
matter of concern for the 
BJP. BJP’s national president 

J P Nadda could not save his 
state. The BJP lost all the 
five seats in Union minister 
Anurag Thakur’s area. The 
BJP definitely suffered a loss 
due to infighting. The party 
did not give a ticket to An-
urag Thakur’s father Prem 
Kumar Dhumal. If we look 
at the politically important 
by-election in Uttar Pradesh, 
BJP suffered a setback in 
Khatauli but got success for 
the first time in Rampur, a 
Muslim-majority area.

The characteristic of the 
BJP is that it analyses both 

victory and defeat and then 
makes plans. The Assembly 
elections are due in 2023 in 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh, Rajasthan, Telangana, 
Karnataka, Meghalaya, Na-
galand, Mizoram and Tripu-
ra. The Lok Sabha elections 
will be held in 2024. Even 
if all the political parties 
unite (which is an impos-
sible task), it will hardly 
have any effect on the BJP’s 
prospects because the BJP 
has already made a strategy 
as to how to move forward 
on the path of victory! But 
there is no sign of a strong 
opposition most important 
for democracy! This is not 
a good situation!

The author is the chair-
man, Editorial Board of 
Lokmat Media and former 
member of Rajya Sabha.

ANALYSIS

ALL IS FAIR IN LOVE AND WAR!
analysis

VIJAY DARDA

The thinking of BJP strategists is like a chess move, whichever the election may be, the party gathers with full force

Behind the BJP’s bumper victory in Gujarat is the foresight 
of its strategists and the deep understanding of the situation 
ahead of time, while Himachal Pradesh is the hallmark of 
voters’ trust in the Congress. And yes, don’t underestimate 
the Aam Aadmi Party that bagged five seats in Gujarat!
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TOP OF THE DAY

JAPAN HOSTS 
CEATEC 2022 
EXHIBITION
TOKYO: Japan’s largest 
Internet of Things (IoT) 
exhibition, “CEATEC 2022,” 
was recently organized, 
with top manufacturers 
from across the country 
participating in it and 
showcasing their latest 
technology. Fujitsu is a 
leading Japanese firm 
that manufactures elec-
tronics. In 2021, Fujitsu 
announced a new busi-
ness brand titled “FU-
JITSU UVANCE,” which 
is a solution to making 
a better impact on the 
environment, society, and 
economy by transforming 
its business. 

TOKYO LAUNCHES 
NEW SUBWAY 
TRAIN
TOKYO: Tokyo Metropoli-
tan Government in Japan 
has been operating a new 
subway train on the Mita 
line since May. The Mita 
line runs from north to 
south in Tokyo. A number 
of locals commute on 
the local trains every 
day, and the number of 
commuters is constantly 
increasing year by year. 
The train currently has 
only 6 cars that were 
launched around 30 
years ago. In order to 
fulfil the increasing 
number of passengers 
and ensure comfortable 
transportation, the Tokyo 
Metropolitan Department 
has decided to launch an 
8-car subway train with 
a modern design and 
facilities. 

PM SHARIF’S SON 
ARRIVES IN PAK 
AFTER YEARS IN 
SELF-EXILE
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif’s son Suleman 
Shehbaz arrived in Paki-
stan in the early hours of 
Sunday after four years 
in self-exile. His visit to 
Pakistan comes days 
after the Islamabad High 
Court barred the Federal 
Investigation Agency 
(FIA) and National 
Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) from arresting 
him in an assets-beyond-
means reference after 
he reaches the country, 
Dawn reported. The 
court made the an-
nouncement while hear-
ing Suleman Shehbaz’s 
petition for protective bail 
that would allow him to 
surrender before a trial 
court. 

1 KILLED, SEVEN 
INJURED IN BLAST 
IN BALOCHISTAN
BALOCHISTAN: An explo-
sion in Pak’s Awaran dis-
trict, Balochistan, killed 
one person and left seven 
others wounded, on Mon-
day. The blast took place 
at a shop in the main 
bazaar of Awaran and 
killed the shopkeeper. 
The intense explosion 
entirely destroyed the es-
tablishment and harmed 
neighbouring businesses. 
According to officials, an 
improvised explosive 
device (IED) installed at 
a shop exploded during 
rush hour, killing the 
shopkeeper and injur-
ing seven people. “The 
shopkeeper was killed 
on the spot while seven 
were injured include two 
women,” Awaran deputy 
commissioner Jumma 
Dad Khan later con-
firmed.

A total of 100 cases of forced 
faith conversion, forced and 
child marriage, and abduc-
tion of girls and women 
belonging to the Christian 
community have been re-
ported in Pakistan between 
January 2019 and October 
2022, a new report said. 
According to the report 
titled “Conversion without 
Consent” released by Con-
version without Consent on 
Saturday, the 100 cases took 
place over a span of more than 
three years, of which 27 were 
recorded in 2019, 12 in 2020, 
42 in 2021 and 19 till October 
2022. The data showed that 
the highest number of 86, 
were reported in Punjab, fol-
lowed by 11 in Sindh, two in 
Islamabad and one in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, and no case 
was reported from Balo-
chistan, reports local media. 
According to the data, 67 per 
cent of the cases were reported 
from five districts alone. The 
districts, Lahore, Gujranwala, 
Sheikhupura from Punjab, 
Karachi from Sindh and Fais-
alabad, exhibit a high rate of 

cases of underage girls from 
the Minority community.

According to the report, 
sixty-one per cent of the girls 
were targeted before reach-
ing 16 years of age, while 18 
per cent became victims be-
tween the ages of 16 and 18 
and 14 per cent became vic-
tims when they were above 18 
years old of age. The ages of 
seven victims are not known. 
According to local media, 
the report reveals that the 
majority victims of forced 
faith conversions and child 
marriage are minors, how-
ever, the fabricated age of all 
victims is deliberately altered 
to 18 years or above by perpe-
trators on certificates of mar-
riage to avoid criminal convic-
tion under the Child Marriage 
Restraint Act 1929 according 
to which marriage to an un-
derage child is illegal and 
punishable by imprisonment. 
The report states that all 
minor girls are presented as 
economically independent 
adults. It also revealed that 
the marriages were execut-
ed without consent of a legal 
guardian or in the absence of 
a lawyer.

RIGHTS ABUSE

100 Christians faced faith 
conversion in Pakistan in 
over 3 years: Report
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

 THREE-DAY VISIT

XI’S VISIT MAKES SAUDI ARABIA, MIDDLE EAST STATES 
RECALIBRATE THEIR FOREIGN POLICY TOWARDS US, CHINA
The three-day visit of Chi-
nese leader Xi Jinping to 
Saudi Arabia last week and 
his talks with the Saudi rul-
ers and other important 
GCC leaders, as well as the 
signing of dozens of agree-
ments with Riyadh, shows 
that Beijing is trying to in-
crease its influence in the 
region, but would not go 
so far as to supplant the US 
security role and that Saudi 
Arabia has been recalibrat-
ing its relations with the 
US and China. In contrast 
to the frosty reception ac-
corded by the Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman (MBS) to US Presi-
dent Joe Biden last July, the 
Chinese leader was warmly 

welcomed with pomp and 
ceremony when he arrived 
in Riyadh last Wednesday. 
No wonder. After all, China 
is Saudi Arabia’s biggest cli-
ent and trading partner.

Xi’s visit was described as 
“a milestone” in relations be-
tween the two countries and 
is seen as a “snub” to Wash-
ington which has repeatedly 
urged Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf States not to be tempted 
by the commercial “carrot” 
offered by China and to join 
the sanctions imposed by the 
West against Russia for its in-
vasion of Ukraine.

The Chinese leader had 
talks with 86-year-old King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz and 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, who is the de fac-
to ruler of Saudi Arabia. The 

Chinese leader pointed out 
that the development of his 
country’s relations with Sau-
di Arabia is a priority in its 
foreign relations and in its di-
plomacy in the Middle East. 
Xi and King Salman signed 
a “comprehensive strategic 
partnership agreement”. 
The Chinese leader said that 
the agreement heralded “a 
new era” in ties between the 
two countries. MBS said 
that Saudi Arabia supports 
China’s measures and efforts 
for “deradicalization” and in-
vited more Chinese compa-
nies to take an active part in 
the industrialization process 
of the Kingdom. Later, 34 
agreements were signed by 
Saudi and Chinese officials, 
covering a wide range of sec-
tors: information technology, 

green hydrogen, photovolta-
ics, transportation, informa-
tion technology and cloud 
services, construction of 
houses, logistics and medical 
services. The Saudi media es-
timate that the value of agree-
ments signed totals about 30 
billion. In Saudi Arabia, Xi 
attended the first China-Arab 
States Summit and the China-
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) Summit and met sepa-
rately with nearly 20 Arab 
leaders. These meetings are 
believed to be China’s largest 
and highest-level diplomatic 
action with the Arab world 
since the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

It should be noted that the 
trade between China and 
Arab countries witnessed 
tremendous growth, record-

ing over USD 300 billion 
during the past ten years 
moreover China has consis-
tently supported some Arab 
issues and particularly the 
Palestine issue. 

In his speech at the Chi-
na-GCC summit, Xi said 
the Chinese side is ready to 
work with GCC countries to 
strengthen investment coop-
eration in the digital economy 
and green development, and 
establish a working mecha-
nism for bilateral investment 
and economic cooperation. It 
is worth mentioning that in 
the not-too-distant past Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf mon-
archies were decidedly anti-
communist and firm sup-
porters of the United States 
and did not want to have 
close relations with Beijing. 

TDG NETWORK
NICOSIA

PLEA TO WORLD LEADERS

UYGHUR GROUPS WANT 9 DECEMBER MARKED 
AS UYGHUR GENOCIDE RECOGNITION DAY
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

Some 55 Uyghur organiza-
tions have called on world 
leaders to recognize 9th De-
cember as Uyghur Genocide 
Recognition Day, reported 
Radio Free Asia (RFA). 
On 9th December, 2021, an 
independent UK-based Uy-
ghur Tribunal announced 
its findings that China com-
mitted genocide against 
Uyghurs and other ethnic 
minorities in its Xinjiang 
region. Uyghur organiza-
tions from 20 countries 
have asked global leaders to 
take action to end the Chi-
nese government’s human 
rights atrocities against the 
predominantly Muslim Uy-
ghurs.

“On 9th December, 2021, 
after 18 months of investiga-
tions, and reading through 
hundreds of thousands of 
pages of documents and 
holding hearings from wit-
nesses, the Uyghur Tri-
bunal declared China’s 
crimes in East Turkestan 
as genocide,” RFA quoted 
president of the World Uy-
ghur Congress (WUC), 
Dolkun Isa as saying. 
“By declaring this day as Uy-
ghur Genocide Recognition 
Day, we want to draw the in-
ternational community’s at-

tention to this ongoing geno-
cide. By commemorating 
the day, we want to mobilize 
countries, peoples and in-
ternational organizations to 
stop the genocide,” he said. 
The U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), in late August, 
issued a report that docu-
mented the abuses, includ-
ing arbitrary arrests, forced 
abortions, torture and viola-
tions of religious freedom. 
The report said the atroci-
t i e s  ag a i n st  Uyghu r s 
“may constitute interna-
tional crimes, particularly 
crimes against humanity”. 
China and its allies in the 
U.N. Human Rights Council 
in October, however, rejected 
the United States proposal to 
hold a debate on the findings 
of the report, reported RFA. 
Uyghur groups called this 
China’s disregard for the 
U.N. human rights system 

and called governments to 
take the necessary action, 
impose targeted sanctions, 
introduce forced labour 
laws and increase their sup-
port for Uyghur refugees. 
Recently, to condemn the 
Chinese government’s 
rights abuses, various eth-
nic groups including mem-
bers of the Tibetan and 
Uyghur community pro-
tested in cities on the West 
Coast of the United States. 
Protests were also held 
on Human Rights Day on 
10th December  in Seattle, 
Washington, and Portland, 
Oregon. Braving inclement 
weather including heavy 
rainfall and high winds, 
scores of people protested in 
front of the Chinese Consul-
ate General in San Francisco.

Protests were held on the 
iconic interstate highway I-5 
in Seattle and in Downtown 
Portland.

‘SWALLOW UP BID’

‘GERMANY BLOCKED CHIP FACTORIES’ SALE 
DESPITE SCHOLZ’S VISIT TO CHINA’
TDG NETWORK
BERLIN
  

Germany by blocking the sale 
of two semiconductor factories 
to Chinese companies show-
cased that it “will not allow 
China to swallow up its com-
panies of strategic and criti-
cal importance,” local media 
reported. 

Berlin’s decision comes 
despite German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz’s visit to China 
in November amid criticism 
by lawmakers from his coun-
try and the European Union. 
The criticism of the leaders 
comes as European Union 
leaders, including Germans, 
have condemned Beijing for 
its human rights record and 

for offering support to Russia 
amid the ongoing war with 
Ukraine, as per the local me-
dia report. 

However, Scholz chose 
business over ethics as he 
made China part of his Asian 
trip. He visited China to 
strengthen bilateral economic 
engagement between the 
two nations at a time when 

China and Germany were 
celebrating 50 years of dip-
lomatic ties. Despite Scholz’s 
visit, Germany blocked the 
sale of two semiconductor 
factories to Chinese compa-
nies, citing security threats. 
Berlin’s decision comes despite 
a shared statement encourag-
ing both nations to “resist pro-
tectionism so that the fruitful 

bilateral cooperation can deliv-
er benefits to the two peoples.” 

The blocking of the chip fac-
tories’ deal came as a blow to 
China as it never thought that 
Germany would turn down 
the deal when the takeover of 
German chip factory Elmos 
by the Chinese firm Si Mi-
croelectronics, and Chinese 
investment in Bavaria-based 
ERS Electronic, were on the 
verge of completion, accord-
ing to local media report.. 
Berlin’s decision comes at a 
time when Germany hinted 
that it would overrule the 
government’s 2018 decision 
to screen and even block pur-
chases of stakes in German 
firms by Chinese investors.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz with Xi Jinping.

According to Iranian state television, protester Majidreza Rahnavard was hanged to death in public.

‘HOMICIDE’

Sikh man shot dead 
in Canada’s Alberta
TDG NETWORK
TORONTO

A 24-year-old Indian-or-
igin Sikh man has died of 
gunshot wounds in the Ca-
nadian province of Alberta, 
with police citing homicide 
as the reason for his death, 
the second such incident 
this month in this country.

The victim, identified as 
Sanraj Singh, was located 
by the police in Edmonton 
city when they responded 
to a gunshot report on 3rd  
December night, an Ed-
monton police news release 
said.

Singh was found sitting in 
a vehicle in medical distress. 
The police performed CPR, 
a life-saving technique, until 
the Emergency Medical Ser-
vices arrived and declared 

him dead. The autopsy re-
port revealed homicide to 
be the manner of death, the 
press release said. Accord-
ing to the police, a suspect 
vehicle was seen leaving 
the area, and photos of the 
same were released by ho-
micide investigators. Resi-
dents were also asked to 
check their CCTV cameras 
or dashcam footage for any 
suspicious activity on the 
night of 3rd December.

A 21-year-old Sikh wom-
an, Pawanpreet Kaur, was 
shot to death in a ‘targeted’ 
attack on December 3 in 
the Ontario province. In 
November, an 18-year-old 
Indian-origin teenager, Me-
hakpreet Sethi was stabbed 
to death at a high school 
parking lot in the British Co-
lumbia province.

Iran on Monday carried out 
a public execution, the sec-
ond in less than one week, 

related to anti-government 
protests in the country, local 
media  reported.

According to Iranian state 
television, protester Maji-
dreza Rahnavard convicted 
for stabbing and killing two 
security agents, was hanged to 
death in public this morning 
in the city of Mashhad. Rahn-
avard was allegedly denied ac-
cess to a counsel and tortured 
before arriving in court with 
injuries, local media reported 
citing Iranian state media. 
According to Iranian official 
media, Rahnavard admitted 
to the charges.

Rahnavard who was publi-
cally executed today was con-
victed for stabbing and killing 
two members of the Iranian 
security forces and injuring 
four others during the ongo-
ing protests sparked by the 
death of 22-year-old Mahsa 
Amini on 16th September. 

Amini died in the custody of 
state’s morality police who 
had detained her reportedly 
for not properly donning her 
headscarf.

On Thursday, Iran carried 
out its first execution related 
to the protests. It was the first 
such event that was made 
public. The hanged person 
Mohsen Shekari, was found 
guilty of using a machete to in-
jure a security official and for 
blocking a street in the Iranian 

capital of Tehran. The security 
officer who was a member of 
the Basij paramilitary force -- 
a wing of Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guard - was injured by Shek-
ari with a knife at a protest 
in Tehran on 23rd Septem-
ber. Shekari was sentenced 
to death on 23rd October, a 
news agency affiliated with 
Iran’s judiciary reported.  
Several Iranians have received 
death-by-execution sentences 
during the nationwide dem-

onstrations after the death of 
Mahsa Amini. According to 
Amnesty International, as of 
November, Iranian authorities 
are seeking the death penalty 
for at least 21 people in con-
nection with the protests. 
Last year, in Iran, at least 333 
people were executed, accord-
ing to the Iran Human Rights. 
The report further revealed 
that 55 executions, which 
contribute 16.5 per cent, were 
announced by official sources. 

As many as 83.5 per cent of all 
executions included in the 
2021 report (278 executions 
in total) were not announced 
by the authorities. At least 
183 executions (55 per cent of 
all executions) were for mur-
der charges, according to the 
report. Iran has suspended 
its so-called morality police, 
which penalised women for 
not adhering to a stringent 
dress code, the Iranian pros-
ecutor general said after the 
anti-hijab protest continued 
into the third month, trig-
gered by the death of Mahsa 
Amini. Iran’s Attorney Gen-
eral Mohammad Javad Mon-
tazeri said the morality police 
“was abolished by the same 
authorities who installed it”, 
The New York Times report-
ed. He made this statement 
during the meeting where 
officials were discussing the 
unrest ignited by Amini’s 
death in the custody of the 
morality police. The unrest 
has amounted to one of the 
biggest challenges in decades 
to Iran’s system of authoritar-
ian clerical rule.

IN LESS THAN ONE WEEK

SECOND PUBLIC EXECUTION IN IRAN  
OVER ANTI-GOVERNMENT PROTESTS
TDG NETWORK
TEHRAN 

WAR WITH UKRAINE

Putin to not hold annual year-end press meet
TDG NETWORK
BERLIN
  

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will not hold his an-
nual end-of-year press con-
ference this year, which has 
been dominated by Mos-
cow’s Ukraine offensive, the 
Kremlin said on Monday.

“There will not be (a press 
conference) before the New 
Year,” Kremlin spokesman 

Dmitry Peskov said.
He added that Putin “reg-

ularly speaks to the press, 
including on foreign visits”.

Peskov gave no reason for 
the break with tradition.

Putin, who has been in 
power since 2000, has held 
a press conference in De-
cember most years of his 
rule.

During the media gather-
ing, a major political event 
in the country - Putin takes 

questions from the press 
and the public in a mara-
thon that usually lasts sev-
eral hours.

Last year, he spoke for 
more than four hours.

Putin sent troops into 
Ukraine on 24th February 
and announced a mobilisa-
tion to prop up Moscow’s 
forces there on 21st Sep-
tember.

Vladimir Putin



Djibouti, one of the na-
tions at the centre of 
China’s multibillion-

dollar “Belt and Road Initia-
tive,” is straining under in-
creasing financial pressure 
and has postponed debt 
repayments to China, its 
primary bilateral creditor, 
reported European Times.

Djibouti, a tiny nation at 
the intersection of the Red 
Sea and the Gulf of Aden, 
owed a total of USD 2.68 
billion to external creditors 
at the end of 2020, accord-
ing to the World Bank. The 
African country struggling 
to repay Chinese loans, has 
brought criticism to the Chi-
nese model of project financ-
ing for creating debt traps for 

developing countries.
In its latest report on Dji-

bouti, the World Bank stated 
that in 2022, Djibouti’s debt 
servicing costs tripled to 
USD 184 million from USD 
54 million in 2021. A further 
increase to USD 266 million 
has been predicted for 2023.

The International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) after con-
sidering the sharp projected 
increase in Djibouti’s exter-
nal debt servicing, in late 
2021, declared Djibouti’s 
debt as being unsustainable.

Apart from pushing the 
small country into unsus-
tainable debt, China’s Dji-
bouti investment is also 
being looked at as an out-
standing example of its 
military expansionism and 
strategic designs. China 
has created vast commer-

cial and military interests in 
Djibouti. Its strategic posi-
tion on the Horn of Africa’s 
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait which 
controls access to the Red 
Sea and the Suez Canal has 
made Djibouti a major des-
tination for Chinese capital, 
especially in the maritime 
and free-trade zones, ac-
cording to a report by the 
local media. 

According to the same re-
port, developing countries 
like Djibouti are fascinated 
towards China in the hope 
of getting funds to create vi-
tal infrastructure. But they 
slowly drift into the mo-
rass of unsustainable debt. 
According to the Boston 
University’s Global Devel-
opment Policy Centre data, 
Djibouti took USD 1.5 billion 
from Chinese lenders be-

tween 2000 and 2020. This 
is a huge amount, given the 
limited avenues of revenue in 
Djibouti to repay the loans.

Chinese companies see a 
lot of business potential in 
Djibouti. These companies 
have an eye on the Indian 
Ocean rim countries like 
Djibouti. Many of these 
companies have invested in 
Djibouti’s maritime indus-
try and free-trade zones. 
China Merchants Group has 
pumped money into turn-
ing the Port of Djibouti into 
an international business 
district.

Critics, however, say the 
Belt and Road Initiative does 
not help countries become 
self-sufficient. The model 
does not allow the local in-
dustries to develop, and cre-
ate a sustained business. No 

employment opportunities 
are created for the citizens.

Now, as the Russia-Ukraine 
war has no signs to relent 
and food and energy prices 
are soaring, Djibouti is strug-
gling to maintain a supply of 
essential goods such as food 
and fuel at an affordable 
price to its citizens, reported 
by local news.

Djibouti, a net importer of 
food and fuel, is suffering 
from inflation due to soar-
ing global oil and food pric-
es. Inflation has pushed up, 
with the year-on-year rate at 
the end of June 2022 being 
11%. The rising cost of living 
is pushing more people into 
poverty.

Things have been tough for 
Djibouti amidst the Covid-19 
pandemic and the Ukraine 
war.
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recent study

‘Pakistan ranks atoP list of 82 
countries most influenced by china’

World Sindhi Congress 
(WSC) thanked the govern-
ment of the UK for putting 
sanctions on Mian Mithu, 
who has been involved with 
the forced conversions of 
Sindhi Hindu girls in Sindh.

An influential cleric and a 
Pakistani politician, Mian 
Mithu was accused of forced 
conversions and is among 
the list of 30 entities sanc-
tioned by the UK. For the 
last three years, WSC has 
actively interacted with the 
All Parties Parliamentary 
Committee for Pakistani 
Minorities (APPG-Paki-
stani Minorities), which is 
a cross-party parliamen-
tary committee to look into 
the violence and violations 

against religious minorities 
in Pakistan, the statement of 
World Sindhi Congress on 
Facebook read.

For the past two decades, 
the World Sindhi Congress 
(WSC) has worked to end 
religious minorities’ per-
secution, including forced 
conversions.

According to the state-
ment, WSC met with the 
committee several times to 
inform them of the gravity 
of the crimes against Sin-
dhi Hindus. Last year, the 
Committee issued a detailed 
report titled ‘Abductions, 
Forced Conversions, and 
Forced Marriages of Reli-
gious Minority Women and 
Girls in Pakistan.’

WSC submitted a detailed 
brief, which was considered 
to produce the report. The 

APPG report mentioned the 
role of Mian Mitho in this 
atrocious practice.

The World Sindhi Con-
gress urged the UK gov-
ernment to implement the 
report’s additional recom-
mendations in order to pro-
vide relief to religious mi-
norities in Pakistan, notably 
Sindhi Hindus.

Earlier in November, the 
World Sindhi Congress held 
34th International Confer-
ence on Sindh in London. 
Addressing the Internation-
al Conference on Sindh, Dr 
Rubina Shaikh, the chairper-
son of the World Sindhi Con-
gress, stressed that Sindh is 
witnessing the “worst period 
in history.”

During the conference, 
the World Sindhi Congress 
urged international institu-

tions including the United 
Nations to file a “case of eco-
cide” against the Pakistani 
government in local and in-
ternational courts.

Dr Rubina Sheikh said, 
“Sindh is going through 
the worst period in his-
tory. Sindhis have to make a 
joint, systematic and united 
struggle for the right to 
self-determination for their 
homeland,” World Sindhi 
Congress announced in a 
statement on 23rd Novem-
ber on Facebook. The World 
Sindhi Congress proposed 
resolutions on various issues 
of Sindh. In the resolutions, 
the World Sindhi Congress 
stressed that the people of 23 
districts of Sindh continue to 
live a “very difficult life” and 
blamed federal and provin-
cial governments for it. 

World sindhi congress

Praise for UK for sanctions on Pak 
cleric accused of forced conversions

Foreign investors have pur-
chased domestic stocks and 
bonds for the second month 
in a row, owing to expecta-
tions that the US Fed will 
slow the pace of interest 
rate hikes and higher sales 
performance by major cor-
porations. According to 
the Bank of Korea (BOK)’s 
international financial and 
foreign exchange market 
report on the 9th, foreign 
investors purchased a net 
USD 2.74 billion in Novem-
ber. Applying the won/dol-
lar rate (1,318.8 won) as of 
the end of November, it is 
about 3.6135 trillion won.

The net inflow means 
that money that came into 
the Korean stock and bond 

market was more than the 
money that came out. Fol-
lowing October (USD 2.77 
billion), net inflow contin-
ued for the second month.

In September, foreign in-
vestment recorded a net 
outflow (USD 2.29 billion).

By type of securities, the 
net inflow of foreigners’ 

stock investment was $2.1 
billion in November.

Foreign stock investment 
recorded a net inflow of 
USD 3.02 billion in August 
and a net outflow of USD 
1.65 billion in September.

However, it recorded a 
net inflow for 2 straight 
months in November ($2.1 
billion) following October 
(USD 2.49 billion). But the 
net inflow has decreased. 
In November, foreign bond 
investment recorded a net 
inflow of USD 630 million.

Foreign bond investment 
recorded net outflow for 
two consecutive months in 
August (USD 1.31 billion) 
and September (USD 640 
million). It turned into a 
net inflow in October (USD 
280 million) and November 
(USD 683 million). 

us fed action hoPes

Foreign investors buy  
3.6 trillion won of Korean 
stocks and bonds

belt and road Plan

djibouti fails to rePay chinese 
loan, susPends debt Payments

Pakistan is one of the na-
tions in the world that is 
most influenced by China, 
according to a recent study 
that gauges Beijing’s rising 
influence around the world. 
The China Index, a database 
relaunched on December 
8 by DoubleThink Labs, a 
Taiwan-based research or-
ganization has ranked Paki-
stan atop a list of 82 other 
nations around the world 
and said that its links and 
dependency on China with 
regard to foreign and do-
mestic policy, technology, 
and the economy make it 
particularly susceptible to 
Chinese influence. Follow-
ing Pakistan, Cambodia and 
Singapore are listed at the 
second spot while Thailand 
at third position, as per the 
Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty (RFE/RL) report. 
The Philippines is listed at 
the seventh spot while Ma-
laysia lies in the 10th posi-
tion. South Africa and Peru 
are tied at the fifth spot on 
the index.

Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan 
are at the eighth and ninth 
spots on the index. These 
two countries share a bor-
der with China’s Xinjiang 
Province and are the Cen-
tral Asian countries most 
influenced by Beijing.

Meanwhile, Germany is 

the highest-ranked Euro-
pean country at 19th spot 
while the United States 
leads North America in 
the 21st position, as per the 
news report. While com-
piling the China index, the 
research team focused on 
nine categories to monitor 
influence around the world, 
which includes higher edu-
cation, domestic politics, 
economic ties, foreign pol-
icy, military cooperation, 
media, technology and cul-
tural links.

Speaking to RFE/RL, Min 
Hsuan-Wu, the co-founder 
and CEO of Doublethink 
Labs, said that the database 
has been created to raise 
awareness about different 
aspects of China’s influence. 
Wu stressed that the system 
will help to have more un-
derstanding that challenges 
some assumptions about 

levers of Chinese influence, 
particularly around eco-
nomics and trade.

“A major goal of [of this da-
tabase] is to raise awareness 
around the world about the 
different aspects of Chinese 
influence and what that can 
actually look like,” RFE/
RL quoted Min Hsuan-Wu 
as saying. “We have taken a 
much broader and nuanced 
look at what influence can 
be, which can tell us more 
about what Beijing is actu-
ally doing and the different 
ways it can apply pressure,” 
Min Hsuan-Wu added.

Pakistan leading in the 
index is no surprise as the 
South Asian country is 
home to the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor. The 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor is a centrepiece of 
Beijing’s Belt and Road Ini-
tiative which involves fund-

ing of Chinese entities in 
developing infrastructure 
projects in the past 10 years.

Pakistan’s relations with 
China have increased in 
every sector, particularly 
in military ties, technol-
ogy and foreign policy, ac-
cording to RFE/RL report. 
Shahzeb Jillani, a veteran 
journalist who helped com-
pile research on Pakistan 
used for the database, said 
that they can only hope that 
the index will encourage the 
people of Pakistan to debate 
regarding the pros and cons 
of the country’s ties with 
China. While trade and 
investment were an early 
impetus, Chinese influence 
now plays an increasing 
role in foreign policy, local 
media, defence and security. 
In the index rankings, Kyr-
gyzstan ranks in the 10th 
place while Kazakhstan 
holds the 15th spot.

Meanwhile, Uzbekistan is 
listed at the 24th spot while 
Turkmenistan which sells 
a large portion of its natu-
ral gas to China is listed at 
the 45th position, as per 
the news report. Notably, 
the United Kingdom is in 
the 27th spot on the index 
and is ranked as the second-
highest European country. 
This time, the database in-
volved 82 nations, however, 
DoubleThink Labs plans to 
expand it in the future, par-
ticularly across Africa.

Kabul residents face severe water shortage.

Pakistan is particularly susceptible to Chinese influence.

Assistant director of Pakistan’s Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) Inamullah 
Khan aged 48 was shot dead in an open 
fire by assailants on Saturday in an un-
der-construction house with his fam-
ily in Mohallah Mir Walikhel in Punjab 
Province, according to The Dawn.

The assailants who attacked Khan are 
identified as Sharifullah and Ali Baha-
dar. Khan’s family narrowly escaped 
the attack on them. The Dawn reported 
quoting the statement of Imranullah, 
brother of the deceased officer that they 
were inspecting the house when the at-
tack happened. Although, their family 
had no dispute with the attackers the 
same attackers had attacked one other 
relative of their family on Thursday 
last week. According to the statement 
of Pakistan’s police which was quoted 
in The Dawn’s report the body of Khan 
has been handed to the family after the 

completion of all medical requirements 
and a case has been registered against 
the attackers.

This is not the first attack on the per-
sonnel of defence agencies in Pakistan 
previously, three police officers lost 
their lives in the most recent incident, 
which targeted a police patrol car in the 
town of Akora Khattak. Prior to then, 
police officers had recently been the 
target of targeted killings in Charsadda 
and Mardan.

In another incident on November 
6, seven police officers were killed in 
a similar attack by assailants and 20 
others were kidnapped. In October this 
year, an angry mob attacked a police 
station in Karachi targeting a woman 
who was arrested in a blasphemy case 
for desecration of the Holy Quran.

The incident took place when outra-
geous protestors forcefully entered the 
New Karachi area police station in an 
attempt to take the law into their hands 
as they were not satisfied with the legal 

course of action and wanted to punish 
the suspect on their own.

Following the tedious situation and 
outrage among protestors demanding 
strong punishment for the woman, 
heavy contingents of police and Rang-
ers moved to the scene.

Activists say that human rights in 
Pakistan records have touched a new 
low with several media reports and 
global bodies reflecting the dire situa-
tion for women, minorities, children, 
and media persons in the country.

The situation faced by the Hindu and 
Christian groups in the South Asian 
country is bad in general, but women 
from these communities are the worst 
victims of discriminatory attitudes of 
the authorities, political groups, reli-
gious parties, the feudal structure, and 
the Muslim majority.The deplorable 
condition of minorities in Pakistan, in-
cluding abductions, murder, rapes, and 
forced conversions has been an alarm-
ing concern. 

Around 79 per cent of house-
holds in Afghanistan report-
ed severe water shortage, 
making it challenging for the 
people to consume clean and 
safe water, Khaama Press re-
ported citing a survey of the 
United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund 
(UNICEF).

Over the years, drought 
and other problems have 
caused water shortages in 
the country. “The problem 
of lack of water is serious 
and UNICEF would help 
Afghanistan in addressing 
the problem. Bringing clean, 
safe water to 9 million people 
the following year is a prior-

ity for the organization,” the 
spokesperson of UNICEF 
Afghanistan, Salam Al-Jana-
bi said, as per Khaama Press.

Meanwhile, Afghan house-
holds also are concerned 
about the lack of water in the 
country. According to some 
residents in Kabul, the water 
level has seriously dropped 
down and most wells have 

dried, giving them fresh 
headaches to supply clean 
water. Drought and a scar-
city of water have become a 
new difficulty for ordinary 
people to contend with in 
these challenging economic 
times. Hunger, poverty, un-
employment, security, and 
a lack of access to adequate 
healthcare and education 

have already had a negative 
influence on people’s lives.

Furthermore, failure to 
supply safe and sanitary 
drinking water, according 
to healthcare professionals, 
would spread numerous 
diseases among individuals, 
particularly youngsters in ru-
ral locations, Khaama Press 
reported. Due to plunging 
groundwater levels, several 
provinces of Afghanistan 
have been facing a critical is-
sue of availability of potable 
water as a lack of drinking 
water has become a challenge 
for Kabul residents. Notably, 
the excessive use of water has 
led to as big as a 50 per cent 
drop in groundwater levels in 
Kabul since the start of 2022, 
reported Khaama Press. 

Armed men, on Monday, 
opened fire inside a hotel, 
which is frequently visited 
by Chinese and other for-
eigners, in Afghanistan’s 
capital Kabul, Reuters re-
ported citing two Taliban 
and residents.

According to Reuters 
quoting the residents of 
the Shahr-e-Naw area, the 
shootings continued in the 
area after a powerful explo-
sion. Residents of the area 
said the attack was carried 
out at a hotel where Chinese 
and other foreigners usually 
stay.

Earlier, TOLONews also 

confirmed the news and 
tweeted, “Residents of the 
Shahr-e Naw area of Kabul 
confirmed they heard a blast 
and sporadic gunfire. Secu-
rity officials have yet to com-
ment.” This blast came a day 
after a mortar landed near 
Afghanistan’s Spin Boldak 
gate, resulting in the death 
of 4 people and injuries to 

20 others. Spin Boldak is a 
border town in the southern 
Kandahar province of Af-
ghanistan, next to Pakistan’s 
border. Taking to Twitter, 
ToloNews informed, “At 
least four people were killed 
and 20 others were wound-
ed after a mortar landed near 
Spin Boldak gate, a source 
told TOLOnews.”

shot by assailants

Water scarcity

terror

Pakistan’s fia assistant director shot 
dead in oPen fire

79% households in Afghanistan 
lack access to water, finds survey

armed men oPen fire at hotel housing 
chinese visitors in kabul
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The net inflow means 
that money that came 
into the Korean stock 
and bond market 
was more than the 
money that came out.  
Following October, 
net inflow continued 
for the second month.
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Devotees 
throng 

Sabarimala 
temple with a 
record footfall 

as over one 
lakh pilgrims 

book for 
darshan, in 

Pathanamthitta 
on Monday.

RECORD-BREAKING 

#BESHARAMRANG

BESHARAM RANG FROM ‘PATHAAN’ 
SETS FIRE TO TWITTER

People can’t stop playing the first song from the 
Pathaan movie, “Besharam Rang,” which stars Deepika 
Padukone and Shah Rukh Khan. SRK’s comeback with 
killer looks and eight-pack abs surely isn’t going on 
without a glance. Deepika’s stunning looks in swim-
wear, on the other hand, are giving the song sensational 
vibes. People are delighted and excited to see SRK’s 
“Pathaan.” Twitter users have pushed #BesharamRang 
to the top of the list. One of the users on Twitter wrote, 
“Deepika’s bringing out the summer in the winters, 
but it’s SRK who is setting the screen on he’s back.” 
Another user wrote, “It’s already 20 degrees in Delhi, 
but the song has set the temperature on fire. Feels like 
50 degrees after watching.” The third fan was wonder-
struck with the song, she wrote, “OMG! Deepika and 
SRK’s hotness will not let us focus on anything in the 
Besharam Rang song from Pathaan”.

Some people liked “Besharam Rang,” while others 
thought it was “non-banger.” But fans came to the 
rescue and said, “Besharam Rang not being a banger 
doesn’t take away the hype of the movie. Songs don’t 
define a movie; Pathaan is still going to bang the box 
office and the entire country.” 

No trophy or 
any title can 
take anything 
away from 
what Ronaldo 
has done in 
this sport and 
for sports fans 
around the 
world.

—VIRAT KOHLI

BRAIN-PICKING

Former India Cricket team captain, comes out in support of 
Cristiano Ronaldo.

DEDICATION

Debunking the ‘myth’: 
Transgender Keertana 
is ready for Jallikattu

TDG NETWORK
TAMIL NADU

Madurai resident Keertana, who is transgender, is prepar-
ing eight bulls for the forthcoming Jallikattu event. Keertana 
has devoted the last four years to this task. Keertana is as-
sisted in caring for the bulls by two additional transgen-
der community members. In Tamil Nadu, jallikattu is per-
formed during the Pongal event, which typically happens 
in January. Jallikattu used to be seen as a sport of valour 
played only by men. Keertana debunked the “myth” by stat-
ing previously that “it has been proven over the years that 
gender cannot define valiance and achievements.”

For Keertana, Jallikattu bulls are no less than “children.” 
She stated, “I have eight Jallikattu bulls. We are training the 
bulls to participate in the upcoming Jallikattu competitions. 
Everyone is studying and achieving in one’s respective fields 
but my desire is to achieve in this traditional sport of Jal-
likattu. I don’t have a child, but I see these Jallikattu bulls as 
my children. When these bulls would be winners, I would 
be as happy as my own children winning the game.’’

“I have been training Jallikattu bulls with Keertana for four 
years. We can’t have a baby, but the bulls make us happy. 
I am confident they will win the race,’’ said Akshaya, the 
other transgender who helps Keertana with bull training.

Keeratana and Akshaya with her bulls. 
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NEW DELHI                   

CELEBRATION 

Fans gathered in front 
of Rajinikanth’s Poes 
Garden residence in 

Chennai on Monday to cel-
ebrate the superstar’s 72nd 
birthday. They distributed 
sweets but were a little let 
down by the absence of be-
loved actor Thalaiva, who 
was in Hyderabad filming. 
Nevertheless, people con-
tinued to wish him well and 
raise banners.

One of the fans, Ananda 
Kannan, said, “I work in a 
shop and I am here to wish 
him a happy birthday. We 
came to meet him and get his 
blessings but he is not in his 
home today. We live by his ad-
vice. We will be happy if he 
lives happily. We want him to 
be healthy and happy.”

Rajinikanth’s supporters 
also wished “Thalaiva” on 
different social media plat-
forms and swamped Twitter 
and Instagram with inventive 

posters and videos expressing 
their birthday greetings.

One person wrote, “Wish 
you many many many more 
happy returns of the day, 
Happy Birthday Superstar 
Rajini. Hope God will bless 
you with good health and 
mental peace, have a great 
day with your family and 
friends.” Whereas another 
wrote, “Happy Birthday Su-

perstar Rajinikanth Sir! You 
are the best and keep inspir-
ing us forever.”

Born Shivaji Rao Gaekwad, 
the megastar is widely re-
garded as one of the most suc-
cessful and popular actors in 
the history of Indian cinema. 
He has a significant fan base 
all throughout the country 
and is especially well-known 
in the South, where he has a 

cult following. He is known 
for his distinctively styled 
lines and idiosyncrasies in 
movies. The Government of 
India honoured him with the 
Padma Bhushan in 2000, the 
Padma Vibhushan in 2016, 
India’s third and second high-
est civilian honours, and the 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 
2019 for his contributions to 
Indian cinema.

WHERE'S THE PARTY? FANS THRONG 
OUTSIDE THALAIVA’S RESIDENCE 

Fans gather outside megastar Rajinikanth's residence to mark his birthday. 

Thrissur artist paints leaf 
portraits of favourite footballers

CREATIVE

As the FIFA World Cup gets closer 
to its finale, football fever has spread 
throughout the whole sporting com-
munity. While football fans all over the 
world build huge sculptures of their fa-
vourite players or even paint the towns 
with the colours of their favourite 
teams, one football fan from Thrissur, 
Kerala, has turned to leaf art to create 
pictures of his favourite players.

In terms of leaf art, Charudath V. 
Chandran has no formal training. He 
has learned this skill all by himself. 
Since the beginning of the World Cup, 
he has been creating leaf images of his 
favourite football players as a tribute 
to them. His favourite football players, 
such as Lionel Messi, Cristiano Ronal-
do, Pele, and Diego Maradona, have all 
been painted by him. Charudath also 

talked about his love for cricket, with 
Sachin Tendulkar being his favourite 
cricketer. “I am not art a scholar. I create 
these portraits out of passion. This idea 
of leaf art came to my mind just when 
the FIFA World Cup started, and it was 
appreciated by everyone,” he stated.

He uses an absolutely unique ap-
proach to create the portraits. He first 
sketches the images on a leaf before cut-
ting out the rest of the leaf with a pen 

knife to create a lovely portrait. The 
area manager of a major pharmaceu-
tical business says that he learned the 
trade on his own in his spare time and 
that it takes him approximately 30 min-
utes to finish a photograph. He claims 
to have experimented with a variety of 
mediums like oil, acrylic, and waterco-
lour painting. He also claims to have 
created illustrations and designs for 
major publications.
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KERALA

TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD

78-YEAR-OLD TELANGANA MAN’S CRAZE FOR COLLECTING COINS  
ANTIQUE

Even when it becomes unfashionable, 
some people enjoy collecting and pre-
serving vintage items to maintain a sense 
of place and connection to the past. A 
78-year-old Telangana man is one such 
example. He has a passion for collecting 
coins, banknotes, and stamps.

Durga NB Dara, who has been collect-
ing stamps since high school, has coins 
and stamps dating back to the 1800s 
from more than 200 different nations.

Dara stated, “Since childhood, I had a 
fascination for different countries and 
their stamps. I started collecting since 
my high school and college days. My col-
lection started with some stamps given 
by my brother. I used to collect them and 
stick them in an album. Later, I couldn’t 

peruse the hobby during my educa-
tion and business.” He further said that 
about seven or eight years ago, he joined 
the Hyderabad Philatelic and Hobby 
Association and restarted his interests. 
“I took more interest in stamps, post-
cards, postal stationery, and more. I also 
participated in different exhibitions,” he 
added. The 78-year-old man said that in 

2018, he had also been awarded a bronze 
medal for displaying United Nations 
postage stamps. “I later on developed into 
collection into bank notes, coins, souve-
nir coins and commemorative coins. I 
have coins and stamps starting from the 
1800s. I have banknotes and coins from 
more than 200 countries. I have stamps 
from around 300 countries. I am trying 
to develop a collection of a new theme 
based on stamps, notes and coins from 
the same country. I have been to Mumbai, 
Delhi, Pune and others for exhibitions. I 
will keep on exhibiting my work. I will 
keep collecting the stamps and notes 
as long as my health allows me,” Dara 
stated.

Dara said that he mostly procures these 
from various hobby groups around the 
country using social media. 

BACKLASH

‘FIRST DISHWASHING 
LIQUID FOR MEN': VIM 
SAYS ‘IT WAS A JOKE’

The dishwashing company Vim claimed in a statement on 
Sunday that its recent advertisement for the “first black dish-
washing liquid for men” was “just a joke” in response to all 
the negative feedback on social media. Vim uploaded a pho-
to to Instagram with the caption, “We aren’t serious about 
the black pack, but we are really serious about men owning 
chores at home.” It was a joke, as it says in the post.  Vim also 
shared an open letter and captioned it, “Hey guys, just some-
thing we want to say from the bottom of our bottles’ hearts.” 
The letter reads, “Only the bottle is different; the liquid in-
side has been the same all along. Bartan dhona sabke liye 
ek jaisa, to liquid bhi ek hoga na? (Washing dishes is the 
same for everyone, therefore the liquid will also remain the 
same.) You don’t need a new bottle to enter the kitchen, just 
the realisation that these are your chores too!” The contro-
versy began shortly after Milind Soman promoted the new 
black dishwashing liquid on Instagram, emphasizing that 
men should participate equally in dishwashing and other 
household chores.

Statement released by Vim
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FIVE LESSER-KNOWN FACTS 
ABOUT THALAIVA 
Rajinikanth, also known as “Thalaiva,” celebrated 
his 72nd birthday and has captivated audiences with 
a variety of roles and productions throughout the 
course of a career spanning several decades. There 
is no doubt that the superstar Rajinikanth is well 
known on a global scale. This renowned actor has 
fans of all ages, from young children to the elderly. 
His off-screen simplicity and realistic portrayals of 
characters set him apart from his contemporaries. 
He started to be referred to as the “Superstar of 
Tamil Cinema” with the release of his movie Bairavi 
in 1978. Here are five lesser-known facts about 
Thalaiva:

ORIGINAL NAME
Rajinikanth, whose original name is Shivaji 
Rao Gaekwad, was raised speaking Marathi 
and Kannada and was born into a Marathi 
household in Bangalore. The superstar was 

named after the legendary Maratha warrior king, 
Chhatrapati Shivaji.

OTHER CAREERS
After finishing his education, Rajinikanth 
worked as a carpenter and a coolie before 
breaking into the cinema industry. Also, the 
Bangalore Transport Service hired him to 

work as a bus conductor.

ANTI HERO CHARACTERS 
He initially started off as a villain. Rajinikanth 
portrayed anti-hero characters as a woman-
iser and an abusive husband throughout the 

first few years of his career. He was portrayed positively 
on screen in the 1977 film “Bhuvana Oru Kelvikuri,” in 
which he starred. He is best known for his mass popu-
larity and appeal, largely drawn from his mannerisms 
and distinct dialogue delivery in films.

ALL-ROUNDER
In eleven Tamil remakes of Amitabh Bach-
chan movies, including “Deewar,” “Amar 
Akbar Anthony,” “Laawaris,” and “Don,” 
Rajinikanth played the lead. These films ul-

timately went on to become huge successes. In addition 
to performing in a variety of other Indian languages, he 
also acted in the Hollywood movie Bloodstone. For his 
contributions to Indian cinema, he was given the Padma 
Bhushan, India’s third-highest civilian honour, in 2000.

CBSE LESSON
Rajinikanth is the only actor from India to have 
appeared in a lesson from the Central Board 
of Secondary Education (CBSE) curriculum 
titled “From Bus Conductor to Superstar.”

— ALISHA LOUIS

Rajinikanth



It is time to befriend anxiety.
But what is anxiety? Anxi-

ety is what we feel when 
we are worried, tense, or 
afraid—particularly about 
things that are about to 
happen or that we think 
could happen in the future. 
Anxiety is a natural human 
response when we feel that 
we are under threat. It can 
be experienced through our 
thoughts, feelings, and phys-
ical sensations.

Anxiety is an alarm or 
warning system, like an in-
ternal smoke detector. But 
instead of warning you of 
only smoke, it warns you of 
perceived threats too, i.e., 
any possibility of smoke, and 
this internal smoke detector 
starts ringing. This “alarm” 
warns us of any approach-
ing danger so we can protect 
ourselves. However, burning 
incense sticks for prayers 
also sets off the smoke detec-
tors. Similarly, your anxiety 
may be making you perceive 
danger where none exists.

Anxiety is an evolution-
ary trait that helps protect 

us from danger. Anxiety 
is meant to function as an 
alarm or warning signal, 
letting us know that dangers 
lurk ahead so we can protect 
ourselves. It is a tremendous-
ly adaptive system, and the 
associated bodily responses 
help us manage objective 
dangers. So, if a tiger is chas-
ing us in the woods, then an 
acute fear response with a 
racing heart and shortness of 
breath prepares the body to 
flee, fight, or freeze to escape 
the danger.

When an objective danger 
is present, it makes sense 
to escape that situation, but 
usually there is no tiger chas-
ing us in the woods—we just 
feel that way.

When we routinely have 
‘false alarms’ going off, then 

situations that are not objec-
tively dangerous but make 
us feel anxious come to be 
feared and avoided. When 
we become intolerant of 
uncertainty and risk and 
come to fear the experience 
of anxiety itself, our world 
becomes smaller. It is true 
that we don’t know for sure 
how the test, the date, or the 
check-up will turn out, but 
rarely is our life better by 
avoiding or not preparing 
for these events.

Anxiety is uncomfortable 
but not dangerous. In fact, 
moderate levels of anx-
ious arousal can improve 
our performance when we 
think about the arousal in a 
healthy way. It’s hard to give 
a good speech when we feel 
absolutely no arousal, and 

some anxiety can remind us 
to take needed precautions. 
Even high levels of anxiety 
are not themselves immi-
nently harmful; a panic at-
tack does not cause a heart 
attack. Rather, it is the sus-
tained experience of anxiety 
and stress over time that can 
contribute to negative health 
outcomes.

It is time to change the nar-

rative and befriend anxiety 
as a signal that a challenge 
lies ahead instead of a threat. 
The thinking pattern that 
screams in our heads, believ-
ing the situation portends a 
threat we cannot manage, 
can be changed to a quieter 
voice that empowers us to 
handle a challenge and rec-
ognise that we can get back 
up even when something 

doesn’t go well. It is time to 
develop a new mantra: “Anx-
iety is uncomfortable but not 
dangerous.” This is when we 
will try new things, and our 
world will grow.
Dr Chavi Bhargava Sharma is 
the Founder and CEO-Indic 
Center for Psychological Well-
ness and Holistic Health and 
Conversationists—Talking 
Cures.  
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Rheumatoid Arthri-
tis (RA) is a chronic 
inflammatory dis-

ease wherein your immune 
system mistakenly attacks 
healthy tissues of the body, 
causing inflammation. In 
RA, the joints of the hands, 
wrists, feet, and knees are 
mainly affected. Typically, 
the disease causes your 
joints to swell and shows an 
array of symptoms, includ-
ing joint pain and stiffness. 
RA affects the lining of the 
joint, called the synovium, 
causing inflammation of the 
synovium, destruction of 
the joint cartilage, leading 
to chronic pain and defor-
mity. If not treated early, the 
effects of RA can go beyond 
your joints and may spread 
to other parts of the body, 
such as the lungs, heart, and 
eyes.

CompliCations
When RA is not treated 

properly, it can lead to a host 
of serious complications 
and can develop in several 
organs, including the lungs, 
eyes, skin, and heart.

Lungs - Rheumatoid Ar-
thritis can cause interstitial 
lung disease that presents as 
chronic cough and breath-
lessness during exertion. 
Airway involvement can 
also lead to reactive airway 
disease and bronchiectasis.

Eyes - When you get di-
agnosed with Rheumatoid 
Arthritis, you can feel severe 
dryness or inflammation in 
your eyes. If you often have 
dry eyes, it is recommended 
to get them checked by a doc-
tor and get properly treated.

Skin - Skin rashes, ulcers 
on arms and legs can be 
seen among people suffering 
from rheumatoid arthritis.

Heart - Long-standing un-
treated rheumatoid arthritis 
can put patients at a 2-fold 
risk of developing cardio-
vascular disease and strokes.

signs and 
symptoms 
The signs and symptoms of 
RA include pain and swell-
ing in multiple joints, severe 
early morning stiffness in 
joints, joint tenderness, 
weight loss, fever, fatigue, 
weakness, and tiredness. 
Since RA is a progressive 
disease, these symptoms 

typically get worse. How-
ever, with timely treatment, 
the progression of RA can be 
managed effectively.

Causes 
While the exact cause of RA 
is unknown, certain fac-
tors like age, sex, genetics, 
illicit habits like smoking, 
pregnancy, and obesity can 
increase the risk of develop-
ing the disease. Even though 
RA can begin at any age, its 
incidence increases with age. 
The onset of RA is highest 
among senior citizens in the 
age group of 60 years and 
above. People with a genetic 
background of RA, smokers, 
and obese people are also at 
a higher risk of contracting 
RA.

Several studies have also 

indicated that women are 
more prone to developing 
RA than men and carry a 
2-3 times higher risk. These 
studies have also highlighted 
that women who have never 
given birth or have late preg-
nancies are also at a greater 
risk of developing RA.

diagnosis and 
treatment 
If you have the signs and 
symptoms of RA, you should 
consult a doctor (a rheuma-
tologist), who will diagnose 
the disease by reviewing 
your symptoms, conducting 
a physical examination, and 
doing X-rays and lab tests. It 
is recommended that you get 
it diagnosed within 6 weeks 
of the onset of the symptoms 
to stop or slow the progres-

sion of the disease. Early 
diagnosis and treatments 
can suppress or control the 
inflammation that can help 
reduce the damaging effects 
of RA.

The treatment of the dis-
ease involves the use of med-
ications called disease-mod-
ifying antirheumatic drugs 
(DMARDs) that slow the 
disease and prevent joint de-
formity. Biologic DMARDs 
are an effective second-line 
treatment. Additionally, 
people can also adopt several 
self-management strategies 
that can reduce pain, prevent 
disability, and allow them to 
pursue the activities that 
they want to engage in. 

management
While RA can significantly 

affect your daily life, fortu-
nately, there are multiple 
strategies through which 
you can improve your qual-
ity of life.

Physical activity - Getting 
moderate physical activity 
for 150 minutes per week, 
like walking, swimming, or 
cycling for 30 minutes a day 
for five days a week, can not 
only improve your quality of 
life but also reduce your risk 
of developing other chronic 
diseases like heart disease, 
diabetes, and depression.

Participate in self-manage-
ment education class - You 
can gain confidence by par-
ticipating in such classes, as 
they will provide you with 
information on how you can 
control the symptoms and 
live well with the disease.

Quit smoking and main-
tain a healthy weight- Ciga-
rette smoking can make the 
disease worse, reduce re-
sponsiveness to medications, 
and further increase the risk 
of cardiovascular disease. 
Hence, quitting smoking, 
engaging in regular physi-
cal activity, and maintaining 
a healthy body weight can 
have a positive impact on 
you and help you manage 
the condition better.

Dr. Chethana D is a Consultant 
of  Rheumatology at Aster CMI 
Hospital in Bangalore.

Long-term impLications of 
arthritis Left untreated

Periods still a baggage of persistent myths?
49.6% of the world’s unend-
ing population are females, 
and almost all of them un-
dergo periods. We are all 
aware that menstruation is 
a normal bodily function. 
So, why are non-scientific 
myths still prevalent? Ta-
boos impact women’s lives 
in several ways, like their 
emotions, health (which in-
cludes physical, mental, and 
sexual), and of course, their 
lifestyle.

Various reports suggest 
that these myths date back to 
Vedic times. It is speculated 
that in a fit of fury, the deity 
Indra Dev killed a sage. The 
deity prayed to Lord Vishnu 
to save him from the sin. It 
is asserted that Lord Vishnu 
suggested Indra Dev divide 

the burden of his crimes. 
Hence, the deity divided the 
burden among earth, trees, 
water, and women. There 
are different versions of the 
story, but this one is promi-
nent. However, as the nar-
rative continues, the curse 
has to be passed along with 
a blessing. Hence, women 
have the power to reproduce.

There are different taboos 
persisting in the world, like:

Spoilage of food
In some countries, it is be-

lieved that touching a cow 
can cause infertility in the 
animal.

In Suriname, menstrual 
blood is believed to be dan-
gerous, and a malevolent 
person can cause harm to a 
menstruating woman.

In Nepal, the practice of 
Chhaupadi forces menstru-

ating women and girls to live 
in animal sheds till the time 
they become normal.

In Madagascar, some 
adults believe that they can’t 
make mayonnaise while on 
periods and cannot walk 
through courgettes and 
pumpkins.

What could be the likely 
reason for this taboo? Illit-
eracy, especially in girls, pov-
erty, and a lack of awareness 
about menstrual health and 
hygiene can be some of the 
factors. 23% girls drop out of 
school due to menstruation 
and the school›s unfriendly 
approach towards it. A study 
conducted by the Institute 
of Development Studies re-
vealed that, despite being 
part of the education curric-
ulum, menstruation-related 
topics were not discussed in 

schools.
A study in 2016 titled 

Menstrual Hygiene Man-
agement among adolescent 
girls in India involved nearly 
100,000 girls in India. The 
findings were quite shock-
ing, as 50,000 respondents 
were not aware of menstrua-
tion until they got their first 
period. It’s quite unfortu-
nate that less than 20% of 
the menstruating women in 
India use sanitary napkins 
despite their huge market 
availability. They still prefer 
to use cloth, dried leaves, and 
newspapers.

Eradicating these evil ta-
boos is not just the task of 
schools; it needs collective 
efforts. The Indian govern-
ment has launched Jan Au-
shadhi Suvidha Oxo-Biode-
gradable Sanitary Napkins, 

which seek to provide biode-
gradable sanitary pads at Rs 
1 per pad. Menstrual Hygiene 
Day is observed annually on 
28 May to highlight the im-
portance of good menstrual 
hygiene management. The 
Goa government with Proct-
er & Gamble introduced an 
educational module on men-
strual hygiene management 
as a part of education.

In 2014, P&G started a 
campaign called “Touch the 
Pickle.” Another example 
is a Spain based women’s 
sportswear brand called 
Believe Athletics, which col-
laborated with Delhi-based 
NGO Dharma Life. The 
aim was to change the lives 
of young women in rural 
India. They started a cam-
paign called “Wind beneath 
her Wings, where for every 

sale, the company gives away 
a sanitary kit to a young girl 
residing in rural India since 
26 January 2019.

Movies like ‘PadMan’, an 
Oscar winner ‘Period: End 
of sentence’ has generated 
wide mass appeal. Apart 
from them, the role of men 
is most important. Unequal 
power relations between 
men and women result in 
female voices being un-
heard in decision-making 
within households, com-
munities, and development 
programmes. The stigma 
around menstruation and 
menstrual hygiene is a viola-
tion of several human rights, 
like the right to human dig-
nity and the right to freedom 
from inhumane and degrad-
ing treatment from abuse 
and violence.

foods to manage 
weight and obesity

anxiety–your friend in disguise 
Obesity is a rising issue in 
the Indian population. More 
than 135 million people are 
affected by obesity. With 
the growing availability of 
processed foods, India has 
seen a surge in obesity and 
obesity-related chronic dis-
eases like heart disease and 
diabetes. Weight manage-
ment or weight loss revolves 
around lower calorie con-
sumption and higher calorie 
expenditure.

Ancient physicians or heal-
ers suggested specific food 
items as a means of chronic 
disease prevention and 
weight management.

Moong dal: Moong dal is 
one of the healthiest dals 
found in the kitchen. It is 
easy to digest and rich in vi-

tamins A, C, B, E, potassium, 
calcium, and iron. Moong 
dal curbs hunger by making 
you feel fuller for longer.

Urad dal: South Indian 
breakfasts are everyone’s 
favourite. Idlis and chutney 
are the perfect go-to break-
fast for weight loss, as idli is 
made up of rice and urad dal 
(rich source of protein).

Walnuts: Walnuts are rich 
in antioxidants, vitamins, 
folate, omega-3 fatty acid, 
manganese, and copper. The 
fibre and protein in walnuts 
helps to keep you fuller for 
longer and thus stops you 
from binge eating.

Spinach: It is low in calo-
ries and rich in Vitamin 
K, Vitamin A, folate, iron, 
calcium, Vitamin C, fiber, 
calcium, protein, and zinc. 
One cup of these nutrient-
dense leaves contains only 10 
calories. The fibre in spinach 
helps keep the digestive tract 
on track and prevents consti-

pation.
Eggs:   A rich source of 

protein and vitamin D, eggs 
help body metabolism and 
provide a feeling of satiety, 
stopping the person from 
consuming unwanted calo-
ries.

Sabudana khichdi and 
Poha: Sabudana khichdi 
and poha contain a huge 
amount of fiber. This low-
calorie breakfast is light on 
the digestive system, gives a 
feeling of a full stomach, and 
the veggies in it provide ad-
ditional nutrition.

Quinoa: Quinoa is abun-
dant in insoluble fibre along 
with other nutrients that 
help you stay full, increase 
body metabolism, and re-
duce food cravings.

Coconut water: It con-
tains potassium and high 
levels of bioactive enzymes, 
which improve the metabolic 
rate in the body, helping the 
muscles burn more calories.

Caffeine: Caffeine regu-
lates body weight by in-
creasing energy expendi-
ture, essentially meaning 
you burn more calories via 
increased fat breakdown as 
well as through a process of 
body heat production. Some 
studies show that caffeine 
can cause modest weight loss 
in humans.

Nowadays, the modern 
weight loss trends being 
observed include intense 
exercise, a proper diet, and 
additional fat-burning nu-
traceutical supplements to 
boost metabolism.
Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clinical 
Pharmacologist and Nutraceu-
tical Physician, Founder and 
CEO IntelliMed Healthcare 
Suctions.

 
mentaL weLLbeing at workpLaces

80%33%

29% 20%

15%

continued working 
despite mental 
health issues

indian workforce 
has reported mental 
health issues in 2021

india accounts for nearly

took leave 
of absence 
to manage 

their mental 
health

resigned due 
to mental 

health issues

of the global mental health burden  

poor mental 
health amongst 
employees costs 
indian employers 

around us$14 
billion yearly.

amongst lgbtQ+ 
respondents, 78% 
reported having 

faced at least one or 
more adverse mental 

health symptoms

Source: Deloitte’s Mental Health Survey

Chavi Bhargava Sharma

Dr aniSh DeSai

Dr Chethana D.

Sheen KaChroo

If not treated early, the effects of Rheumatoid Arthritis can go beyond your joints 
and may spread to other parts of the body, such as the lungs, heart, and eyes.

With timely treatment, the progression of rheumatoid arthritis can be managed effectively.

anxiety is uncomfortable, but not dangerous.
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Wh e n e ve r  yo u 
n e e d  sp e c i a l 
guidance but 

find none forthcoming, 
try following these sugges-
tions:

1. Ask for guidance while 
focusing at the Spiritual 
Eye (the point between the 
eyebrows).

2. Wait for a response in 
the heart center. Be com-
pletely impartial. Don’t 
intrude your personal 
desires into this process. 
Pray, “Thy will, not mine, 
be done.”

3.If no guidance comes, 
think of several alterna-
tive solutions. See if one of 
them receives special en-
dorsement in the heart.

4.Guidance often comes 
only after an idea has been 
made concrete by setting 
it in motion. If, therefore, 
you receive no answer in 
meditation, act in whatev-

er way seems reasonable to 
you, but continue to listen 
for guidance in the heart.

5.At a certain point, if 
your direction is right, you 
will feel the endorsement 
you’ve been seeking. But 
if your direction is wrong, 
suddenly you will know it 

is wrong. In that case, try 
something else, until the 
endorsement comes. 

6. To refuse to act until 
you receive inner guid-
ance is good only if you can 
keep your level of energy 
and expectation high. For 
it is high energy and high 

expectation that attract 
guidance. If you must act 
because you have no other 
way of maintaining that 
level of energy, then go 
ahead and act. Often, it is 
better to act, even in error, 
than not to act at all.

 7. Even if you feel inner 

guidance, never presume 
on it. That guidance may 
tell you, metaphorically 
speaking, to go north, but if 
you cease listening you may 
not hear it when, at the next 
corner, it tells you to turn 
east. 

8.  A problem is half 
solved already once it is 
stated clearly. In seeking 
guidance, form a clear men-
tal picture of what it is you 
need. Then hold that pic-
ture up to superconscious-
ness at the point between 
the eyebrows. People often 
struggle for a long time to 
find the inspiration they 
want. No time at all is need-
ed: only sufficient mental 
clarity, and energy.

Never use the claim of 
inner guidance as an argu-
ment for convincing others 
to listen to you. The flow 
of superconsciousness 
is always humble, never 
boastful. It doesn’t coop-
erate with attitudes that 
discourage others from 
seeking their own inner 
guidance.To tell a person, 
“This is what my intuition 
tells me, so this is what we 
must all do,” is to say, in ef-
fect, “God will speak only 
through me, not through 
anyone else.” Such an at-
titude sooner or later gets 
its comeuppance. The di-
vine law does not endorse 
pride.

What do you do when soci-
etal norms compel you to be 
nice when you don’t wish to 
be? We act awkwardly when 
we are trapped by societal 
compulsions.

Someone shows you pic-
tures of their grandchil-
dren, another takes you to 
meet their  relatives, some-
one you respect tells you 
an oft-repeated anecdote, 
someone who ad- mires 

you starts reading 
out a poem they 
have written, some-
one forces you to eat food 
they’ve cooked just for you, 
someone pulls you to their 
child’s school fair, someone 
honours you by taking you 

to their home temple... The 
list is unending. At times, 
people’s love and admira-
tion can become quite ex-
hausting. Being nice and 
polite doesn’t need to mean 
that we get smothered 
or pushed into things we 
aren’t comfortable doing. 
We must learn to be firm 
without sounding rude 

and irritated. 
What is 

impor-
tant to someone we 
love and respect, 

may not be something that 
we ourselves enjoy, and 
thus we are forced to fake 
polite pleasantries. This 
usually makes us feel un-

comfortable, and so, we 
need to develop skills to 
handle awkward situations 
without hurting feelings. 
It’s difficult to lie to people 
whom we respect, so as not 
to sound hurtful. 

However, we must re-
member that, whatever the 
person is sharing with us, 
means a lot to them. They 
find us special and want to 
actually share the joy they 
feel. It’s not the pictures, 
the poem or the food but 
what they have experi-
enced through those things 
that they are eager to share 
with us. 

We must recognise that 
we are important to them 
and hence, they are shar-

ing with us what is im-
portant to them. If we love 
and respect them, we have 
to learn to make whatever 
they are sharing important 
to us too. Although kind-
ness is a great virtue, there 
is also such a thing as be-
ing too nice. Things can go 
wrong if we take being a 
good person too far. People 
may start seeing us as weak 
and take advantage of our 
kind nature. Also, when we 
take looking after others’ 
needs too far, we will end 
up with no time for our-
selves.  

Some people constantly 
give a polite hearing to all 
and sundry who come un-
bidden with their gossip, 

problems and complaints. 
They feel awkward to inter-

rupt and say that they are 
running late, and need to 

complete their own chores. 
When you don’t set bound-
aries, you could inadver-
tently be sending out an 
invitation to needy, whiny, 
overly-emotional, and de-
manding people. 

Authentically nice people 
are also liable to be mis-
understood. Genuinely 
helpful people are often 
looked at with suspicion. 
The world tends to believe 
you have an ulterior motive 
when you are being nice to 
people for no reason.

It is human to expect 
others to reciprocate your 
niceness. You are hopeful 
that they will occasionally 
put their interests aside for 
you just as you do for them. 

Sadly, this is rarely true. 
Such expectations usually 
lead to disappointments- 
with you ending up think-
ing that others are being 
mean to you or taking you 
for granted. 

Being nice and kind is a 
wonderful trait. However, 
being too nice can actually 
go against you in the long 
run, and be perceived as 
a disadvantage. Thus, we 
need to learn to strike the 
right balance between com-
passion and kindness if we 
endeavour to be effective 
and respected.
Deepam Chatterjee is the au-
thor of The Millennial Yogi. 
He can be reached at deepam-
chatterjee@yahoo.co.in

8 STEPS TO HIGHER GUIDANCE

Awkward politeness can be exhausting

MEETING INNER SELF

SOCIETAL COMPULSIONS

With the best of intentions, parents feel the need to 
know ‘The Perfect’ ways of nurturing so their child 
develops into ‘The Perfect’ Being. Love and care 
do develop on their own as predominant parental 
qualities, but they are not enough. Though there 
is no rule book or manual for right parenting, let 
us explore few factors that can serve as guidelines. 
The role of a parent is to guide the child affectionately 
about right ways of thinking, being and living, so as to 
protect him from wrong influences. Drawing a line be-
tween excessive freedom, instilling caution and creat-
ing fear is an art. Questions arise in different phases of 
child growth about what he needs and what to provide. 

To be a parent is a great art. To give birth to children is 
nothing — any animal can do it; it is a natural, biological, 
instinctive process. To give birth to a child is nothing 
great, it is nothing special; it is very ordinary. But to be a 
parent is something extraordinary; very few people are 
really capable of being parents. And the criterion is that 
the real parents will give freedom. They will not impose 
themselves upon the child, they will not encroach upon 
his space. From the very beginning their effort will be 
to help the child to be himself or to be herself. They are 
to support, they are to strengthen, they are to nourish, 
but not to impose their ideas, not to make them slaves.

Most adults assume that as soon as a child is born, 
it is time to become teachers. When a child enters 
your house, it is not the time to become a teacher, it is 
time to learn, because if you look at yourself and your 
child, your child is more joyous, isn’t it? So it is time 
you learn life from them, not the other way around. 
The only thing that you can teach your child – which 
you have to, to some extent – is how to survive. But 
when it comes to life itself, a child knows more about 
life experientially, by himself. He is life; he knows it. 

GURU SPEAK PARENTING
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STAND-IN SKIPPER

UNASSAILABLE LEAD

Pakistan’s chances of being in WTC finals have got drastically curtailed after series loss to England.

Rohit Sharma

FIRST TEST

PAKISTAN SUCCUMB TO ENGLAND IN 
SECOND MATCH TO LOSE TEST SERIES

England have an un-
assailable 2-0 series 
lead after winning the 

second Test against Pakistan 
and have leapfrogged the 
hosts in the ICC World Test 
Championship standings to 
reach the fifth spot.

England secured a narrow 
win after impressive bowl-
ing on Day four as Pakistan 
collapsed from 290/5 to 328 
all out. Pakistan, who had a 
good chance of securing top 
WTC standings before the 
series find themselves in dif-
ficulty as they have slipped to 
No. 6 on the table.

They have lost two back-
to-back Tests from positions 
of strength. In both cases, 
the results could have gone 
either way with Pakistan 
having the home advantage 
but England eventually pre-
vailed.

They lost the first Test in 
Rawalpindi - a veritable 
run-fest until England took 
the bold decision of declaring 

and setting Pakistan a target 
of 343. But despite fighting 
knocks from the middle or-
der, the hosts were bowled 
out for 268, giving England 
one of their greatest away 
Test wins.

The second Test in Multan 
was Pakistan’s chance to get 
back. The runs tally was sig-
nificantly lower and a

A target of 355 with two 
days left should have been 
gettable with Pakistan’s 
strong batting line-up and 
for the most part, the hosts 
looked in control with cru-
cial partnerships building 
the innings.

Needing 157 with six wick-
ets in hand on Day 4 with 
Saud Shakeel on the crease, 

the hosts had their task cut 
out. They lost Faheem Ashraf 
early but Mohammad Nawaz 
paired up with Shakeel to 
share a crucial 80-run stand.

With 65 more needed, a 
victory seemed within grasp 
but Mark Wood dismissed 
Nawaz and Shakeel in back-
to-back overs to trigger Paki-
stan’s collapse. From 290/5, 

they were all out on 328, giv-
ing England a 26-run victory 
in the second Test.

Now at the sixth position 
with a PCT of just 42.42 per 
cent, Pakistan seem to be in 
trouble. Not only will they 
have to win the next Test 
but also beat New Zealand 
when they tour Pakistan next 
month and hope for other re-
sults to go their way.

Australia’s win against West 
Indies yesterday has consoli-
dated their position at the top 
with 75 per cent PCT. India at 
No 4 are in contention with 
their two-Test series against 
Bangladesh beginning this 
week and a big one with Aus-
tralia coming up next year.

South Africa look secure 
on No. 2 for now but with an 
important series in Australia 
coming up, they would not 
want to relinquish their hold.

Brief Scores: Pakistan: 
202 and 328 (Saud Shakeel 
94, Imam-ul-Haq 60, Mark 
Wood 4/65) lost to England: 
281 and 275 (Harry Brook 
108, Ben Duckett 79, Abrar 
Ahmed 4/120) by 26 runs. 
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to take on Bangladesh in 
the first Test, the newly-
appointed captain for the 
opening match KL Rahul 
said that India would miss 
its regular captain Rohit 
Sharma and they are hop-
ing that he recovers quickly 
and come back for the sec-
ond Test.

The two-match Test series 
will start from 14 December 
onwards while the second 
Test will be held in Mirpur 
on 22 December. India skip-
per Rohit Sharma missed 
the third and final ODI 
against Bangladesh with a 
finger injury sustained in 
the second match.

After a special consul-
tation in Mumbai, it has 
been decided appropriate 
management of the injury 
is necessarily forcing him 
out of the first Test against 
Bangladesh, which begins 
on 14 December. 

KL Rahul will lead the 
squad in his absence while 
uncapped batter Abhi-
manyu Easwaran will 
replace him in the squad. 
27-year-old Easwaran 
has played 78 first-class 
matches so far, scoring  
5576 runs at 45.33.

“Rohit Sharma is a very 
important player for us 
and an experienced player 
and captain of our team 
so we will miss him. India 
will miss Rohit Sharma as 
a captain and batsman, we 
are hoping that he can re-
cover quickly and will be 
back for the 2nd Test,” KL 
Rahul said during the pre-

match press conference on 
Monday.

The record-breaker Vi-
rat Kohli had a memora-
ble day at Zahur Ahmed 
Chowdhury Stadium, as 
he brought up his first 
ODI century since August 
2019, his 44th in the 50-
over format. He also sur-
passed Australian legend 
Ricky Ponting to become 
the player with the second-
highest number of interna-
tional cricket centuries. He 
surpassed Ponting, who 
had 71 international cricket 
tons, to become the second-
highest century scorer in 
the sport with a total of 72.

“Virat Kohli’s hundred 
against Bangladesh will 
give him confidence in 
the Test match. He has 
been around for so long 
he is such an experienced 
 player,” he added.

The BCCI selection com-
mittee has come under fire 
for choosing Cheteshwar 
Pujara over Rishabh Pant 
to serve as vice-captain for 
the upcoming two-match 
Test series against Bangla-
desh after KL Rahul was 
named skipper in place of 
the injured Rohit Sharma, 

who will miss the opening 
game in Chattogram.

Rahul, though, finally 
spoke up about the “crite-
ria” for selecting the vice-
captain, explaining why 
Pujara was chosen over 
Pant. Prior to admitting 
that he, too, is unaware of 
the procedure for choos-
ing the vice-captain, 
Rahul underlined that 
such decisions do not di-
minish the duty a player 
 has in the squad.

“I at least don’t know what 
the criteria is, whoever is 
picked you give yourself a 
pat on your back. Even for 
me, when I was named the 
vice-captain, you get happy, 
you have the responsibility 
of the team. It really doesn’t 
change much, everybody 
knows their role and re-
sponsibility and how much 
the team appreciates their 
contribution.

 Rishabh and Puji both 
have been brilliant for 
us, and have done the job 
so many times. Itna jada 
sochte nahin hai jo hai 
(We don’t really think that 
much), he tries to take re-
sponsibility. We carry on 
as a team,” he said.
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‘Hope Rohit returns for 2nd 
Test against Bangladesh’
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Steve Smith hopes to ‘get into a 
nice groove’ against South Africa 
for Test series

Australia is in excellent 
shape heading into their up-
coming match against South 
Africa after sweeping West 
Indies 2-0. Stand-in skipper 
Steve Smith believes their 
only genuine issue is that 
their bottom middle order 
wasn’t tested in the just-
finished series.

Australia declared against 
West Indies in all four of 
their innings, losing only 19 
wickets overall. They won 
the first Test in Perth by 164 
runs and the pink-ball Test 
in Adelaide by a much larger 
margin of 419 runs. Smith’s 
statistics against South Af-
rica lag a little behind some 
of the best Test nations he 
has faced; he averages 41.53, 
has scored 623 runs in 17 in-
nings, and has hit one hun-
dred and three fifties.

“I don’t think there are 
any concerns. It’s probably 
not ideal that a few of our 
batters from six onwards 

haven’t had a great deal of 
time in the middle. That 
is probably the only real 
concern if you want to call 
it that. But they are also 
spending a lot of time in 
the nets batting and batting 
well. It’s been a good series 
for us. We have played good 
cricket and hopefully we 
can take that into South Af-
rica,” said Smith at the post-
match press conference fol-
lowing Australia’s victory  
on Sunday.

“South Africa are prob-
ably the one team that have 
bowled well to me. My 
record isn’t quite as good 
against them as some of 
the others,” acknowledged 
Smith. “Some of the bowlers 
I will come up against I have 
come up against previously. 
I am really looking forward 
to the series like everyone 
else. Hopefully, I can get into 
a nice groove and contribute 
and score some runs.

“I feel in a good place, I feel 
like I am batting nicely. I feel 
in good rhythm and I am 

looking forward to it. I had 
a hit against the red ball this 
morning, preparing, and 
changing from pink to red. 
Focus can now completely 
go to South Africa and I 
can’t wait,” he said.

In their quest to qualify 
for the ICC World Test 
Championship final at The 
Oval next year, both na-
tions view the three-match 
series against South Africa  
as important.

Au st r a l i a  i n c r e a s e d 
their lead at the top of the 
World Test Championship 
standings with a convinc-
ing 2-0 series sweep of the 
West Indies, while South 
Africa maintained the 
 second position.

Australia squad for first 
Test v South Africa: Pat 
Cummins (c), Scott Boland, 
Alex Carey, Cameron Green, 
Marcus Harris, Travis Head, 
Usman Khawaja, Mar-
nus Labuschagne, Nathan 
Lyon, Lance Morris, Michael 
Neser, Steve Smith, Mitchell 
Starc and David Warner. 

Star opener Smriti Mandhana

Jos Buttler

Stand-in skipper Steve Smith

THRILLING WIN

Need to work on setting totals: Smriti Mandhana

India’s star opener Smriti 
Mandhana underlined 
the importance of setting 
challenging totals for op-
ponents and said that the 
side needs to work on it 
after the team’s thrilling 
Super Over win against 
Australia.

India defeated Austra-
lia in the Super Over by 
four runs in a nail-biting 
encounter that ebbed and 
flowed and saw a dramatic 
finish with the Women in 
Blue edging the Aussies 
in the second T20I to level 
the five-match series 1-1. 
India scored 20 runs in 
the Super Over while the 

Australian batters could 
only manage 16 runs. 
Smriti mentioned that her 
teammates enjoy chasing 
targets and that the wicket 
used in the match was 
amazing to bat on.

“Chasing I think every-
one in the Indian team en-
joys. We also need to work 
on setting totals though. 
When they were batting, I 
realised it was an amazing 
wicket, I had my eyes on a 

big score,” stated the batter.
She expressed her happi-

ness about women’s cricket 
getting such belter of a 
wicket and said that this 
has been the most thrill-
ing game the team has  
been a part of.

“Didn’t want to make 
the same mistake as the 
last innings. Happy to see 
such wickets prepared for 
women’s cricket, you’ll get 
high scores, high run chas-
es. I think this is one of the 
most entertaining games 
we’ve all been a part of,” 
shared the Mandhana.

Pacer Renuka Singh 
held her nerves to defend 
20 runs, ensuring India 
clinched the match. Smriti 
Mandhana unleashed a 

flurry of strokes to help 
India reach 20/1 in t

he Super Over.
India were on the money 

from ball one as they bat-
ted superbly to tie Aus-
tralia’s target, forcing the 
Super Over. Mandhana 
top-scored for India with a 
blistering knock of 79(49) 
balls while a late flourish 
from Richa Ghosh ensured 
India didn’t fall short.

Put in to bat first, Austra-
lia batters beth Mooney and 
Tahlia McGrath stitched yet 
another ruthless 100-run 
plus partnership to propel 
their team to 187/1.

S m r i t i  M a n d h a n a 
was declared the play-
er of the match for her 
 brilliant knock.
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SIDE STRAIN
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Australia will be without 
a key bowler Josh Hazle-
wood for the opening Test 
against South Africa in 
Brisbane as Men in Yellow 
revealed a 14-player squad 
for the opening game of the 
series against the Proteas,” 
Cricket Australia (CA) an-
nounced on Monday.

The veteran pacer Hazle-
wood is still dealing with a 
side strain and is out of the 
match starting on Saturday 
at The Gabba, but the team’s 
selectors are optimistic that 
captain Pat Cummins will 
recover from his quad in-
jury and be cleared to play. 
Hazlewood and Cummins 
were absent from Austra-
lia’s convincing 419-run 

victory over the West Indies 
in Adelaide, but other pac-
ers Michael Neser and Scott 
Boland filled in well.

George Bailey, the chief 
selector, claims that Cum-
mins is close to making a 
comeback but Hazlewood 
is still having difficulty 
recovering from a side ail-
ment.

“Pat continues to im-
prove, bowled with free-
dom on Saturday and 

appears likely to play this 
match although Josh will 
need more time. With that 
in mind we have retained 
Michael Neser and Lance 
Morris in the squad for this 
match. Michael bowled su-
perbly in Adelaide, as did 
Scott. We were impressed 
as always with their per-
formances that backed up 
what they have achieved 
in the past,” George Bai-
ley said in a statement 
released by CA. “Lance is 
a very exciting prospect 
who will benefit from time 
with the squad. With so 
much cricket ahead, we 
continue to seek opportu-
nities to grow and main-
tain our fast-bowling ex-
perience and depth,” Bailey  
further added.

JOSH HAZLEWOOD RULED OUT OF 
OPENING TEST AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA

FEARSOME BATTING

JOS BUTTLER CLINCHES ICC MEN’S 
PLAYER OF THE MONTH AWARD 

England captain Jos But-
tler claimed the ICC Men’s 
Player of the Month award 
for November after being at 
his remarkable best with the 
bat in his side’s charge to the 
T20I World Cup triumph in 
Australia last month.

England’s triumphant 
skipper Buttler once again 
underlined his reputation 
as one of the most fearsome 
batters in world cricket last 
month. November started 
with a Player of the Match 
performance in the dramat-
ic 20-run victory over New 
Zealand in Brisbane. Making 
his 100th T20I appearance, 
the opener smashed 73 from 
47 balls to provide some 
much-needed momentum 
to England’s campaign. Af-

ter England had secured 
their passage to the knock-
out stages, he followed this 
display with arguably his 
highlight of the tournament. 
Chasing 169 for victory in the 
semi-final against India, he 
demonstrated the full array 
of his strokeplay in smashing 
80 from 49 balls. His record-
breaking opening partner-
ship of 170 with Alex Hales 
saw them claim a historic 
ten-wicket win in Adelaide.

Even though his scoring 
in the Final was somewhat 
quiet by his standards, But-
tler registered a valuable 
26 runs against a menacing 
Pakistan bowling attack. 

He then led the efforts in 
the field with his expert 
captaincy, forcing Pakistan 
to fall short, and claiming 
England’s second ever T20 
World Cup trophy.

Josh Hazlewood
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Morocco are the revelation 
of the Qatar World Cup, be-
coming the first African side 
ever to reach the semifinals 
of the World Cup thanks to 
performances brimming 
with passion and defensive 
intensity. Moroccan fans 
have given life and colour to 
the stands in a tournament 
that has at times lacked a true 
 football atmosphere.

The stadium announc-
ers have tended to make the 
biggest noise in most of the 
World Cup Stadiums, but 
that’s not the case when Mo-
rocco play, with the wave of 
red shirts and flags turning 
the last two ties into virtual 
‘home’ games for Morocco.

Morocco’s progress is 
maybe not as big a surprise 
as many are making out, 

given that nearly all of their 
team plays at the highest lev-
el of European football, but 
there is no doubt that coach, 
Walid Regragui has drilled 
them into a formidable  

defensive unit.
Morocco have conceded 

just one goal so far in the 
World Cup and that was an 
own goal that came in their 
2-1 win over Canada in the 

last group game.
Prior to that, the Moroc-

can defense shut out Croa-
tia in a 0-0 draw and then  
beat Belgium 2-0.

In the last 16, they had just 

23 percent of the ball against 
Spain, but succeeded, not 
just, in shutting out the Span-
ish for 120 minutes but stop-
ping them from getting a sin-
gle shot on target from open 
play in that time. Spain’s only 
two efforts on goal in that 
game came after set pieces.

And of course, in the quar-
terfinals, Morocco held 
on against Portugal, with 
Youssef En-Neysri’s early 
goal enough to see them 
make history.

No side has reached the 
semifinals of a World Cup 
with defensive numbers like 
that since Italy in 2006, and 
that Italy has a defensive 
line-up of Gianluigi Buffon 
in goal alongside Fabio Can-
navaro, Marco Materazzi and 
Gianluca Zambrotta, with 
Gennaro Gattuso and Mauro 
Camoranesi snapping away 
in midfield, reports Xinhua.

MOROCCAN UNITY ‘KEY’ TO BEST WC DEFENSE SINCE ITALY IN 2006

Hours after Cristiano 
Ronaldo’s emotional 
Instagram post fol-

lowing Portugal’s exit from 
the FIFA World Cup, former 
India Cricket team captain 
Virat Kohli has come out in 
support of the star footballer.

Ronaldo’s chance to win a 
World Cup title at the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 may have 
been his last, and the 37-year-
old left empty-handed after 
Portugal’s elimination from 
the competition. No trophy or 
victory, in Kohli’s opinion, can 
undo the good he has done 
for the sport and for fans all 
over the world. Kohli claimed 
Ronaldo is the “greatest of all 
time” and said the star foot-
baller has inspired millions 
across the globe.

Kohli praised Ronaldo on 
Instagram, saying that no tro-
phy or championship could 
ever take away the impact he 
has had on the sport and fans 
all over the world.

“No trophy or any title can 
take anything away from 
what you’ve done in this sport 
and for sports fans around 
the world. No title can explain 
the impact you’ve had on peo-
ple and what I and so many 
around the world feel when 
we watch you play. That’s a 
gift from god. A real blessing 

to a man who plays his heart 
out every single time and is 
the epitome of hard work 
and dedication and a true in-
spiration for any sportsper-
son. You are for me the great-
est of all time,” Kohli wrote 
 on Instagram.

One day after the heart-
breaking loss, Ronaldo 
opened up on Instagram for 
the first time on Sunday. He 
praised Qatar, the World Cup 
host nation, and Portugal and 
stated the dream was enjoy-
able while it lasted.

“Winning a World Cup 

for Portugal was the biggest 
and most ambitious dream 
of my career. Fortunately, I 
won many titles of interna-
tional dimension, including 
for Portugal, but putting the 
name of our country on the 
highest level in the world was 
my biggest dream,” Ronaldo 
captioned the post.

“I fought for it. I fought hard 
for this dream. In the 5 pres-
ences that I scored in World 
Cups over 16 years, always 
alongside great players and 
supported by millions of 
Portuguese people, I gave 

my all. I left everything on 
the field. I never turned my 
face to the fight and I never 
gave up on that dream,”  
he further added.

“Unfortunately, yesterday 
the dream ended. It is not 
worth reacting hot. I just 
want everyone to know that 
much has been said, much 
has been written, much has 
been speculated, but my 
dedication to Portugal has 
not changed for an instant. I 
was always one more person 
fighting for everyone’s goal 
and I would never turn my 

back on my teammates and 
my country.”

“For now, there’s not much 
more to say. Thank you, Por-
tugal. Thank you, Qatar. The 
dream was beautiful while it 
lasted... Now, it’s time to be a 
good advisor and allow every-
one to draw their own conclu-
sions,” he concluded.

During Portugal’s Round 
of 16 match against Swit-
zerland, Ronaldo was sud-
denly benched, but the team 
didn’t live to regret it after a 
resounding 6-1 victory. It was 
evident that he was nearing 
the end of his career as a pro-
fessional football player.

He was also removed from 
the starting line-up in the 
quarterfinal against Morocco, 
and despite coming back into 
the game six minutes into the 
second half, he had no effect 
on the outcome of the match. 
The Moroccan defence stifled 
him and his teammates, de-
spite the fact that he entered 
the game in the 51st minute 
for his 196th Portugal appear-
ance. Morocco was so domi-
nant that it only let Portugal 
have three shots on goal.

With 196 appearances for 
Portugal, the forward is 
now tied for the most men’s 
international appearances. 
Ronaldo, who left Manches-
ter United amicably before 
the World Cup, is nearing the 
end to his professional career.

AL THUMAMA

NO TITLE CAN TAKE AWAY IMPACT YOU 
HAVE HAD ON PEOPLE, WRITES VIRAT

Virat Kohli has been a big fan of Cristiano Ronaldo over the years.

KOHLI HAILS RONALDO TACTICAL ANALYSIS
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Semi-finalists show that 
possession is not everything

They are numbers that 
would make a football ‘pur-
ist’ such as Pep Guardiola 
break out into a cold sweat, 
or have former Spain coach, 
Luis Enrique trembling in 
his bed, but if there is one 
thing the current World 
Cup in Qatar is show-
ing, it is that possession of 
the ball is not everything  
in football.

Maybe ‘tiki-taka’ isn’t 
dead (although it is badly 
wounded in Spain), but the 
World Cup is most definite-
ly making a very solid case 
for the defense.

Morocco aren’t fooling 
anyone after rugged defen-
sive displays against Spain 
and Portugal have earned 
them a historic semifinal 
tie against France.

The Moroccan side had 
just 23 percent of the ball 
against Spain and just 22 
percent in their 1-0 quar-
terfinal win against Portu-
gal. The story is a little dif-
ferent from the group stage, 
where they had less than 35 
percent of the ball against 
Belgium and Croatia and 
45 percent against Canada.

The irony is that Morocco 
conceded the only goal 
against them in this World 
Cup in the game where 
they saw most of the ball.

France, Morocco’s rival in 
the semifinals, also had less 

of the ball than England in 
their quarterfinal, which 
they won 2-1.

England had 54 percent 
of the ball, while the French 
had 36 percent, according 
to official figures, with 10 
percent of the time the ball 
being ‘disputed’. England 
also had more chances than 
the French, but it was Didi-
er Deschamps’ side that are 
into the semis.

The Netherlands had 
more of the ball against 
Argentina, with Louis Van 
Gaal’s men on top, especial-
ly in the second half when 
they had 50 percent of the 
ball, with Argentina having 
just 30 percent and the ball 
under nobody’s control for 
the remaining 20 percent.

It should also be pointed 
out that the Dutch didn’t 
get into the game until they 
abandoned their passing 
system and began hitting 
long balls into the forward 
for tall strikers Luuk de 

Jong and Wout Weghorst, 
reports Xinhua.

The first quarterfinal be-
tween Croatia and Brazil 
was the most even, with 
both teams having the ball 
for just about the same 
amount of time, although 
Brazil just shaded posses-
sion by 45 percent to 43 
percent in the first half.

The decisive factor in 
that match was that Croa-
tia made better use of the 
ball they had, with Luka 
Modric giving 115 passes 
to his teammates as Croa-
tia once again proved 
 their resilience.

With the semifinals just 
around the corner, it looks 
as if France will dominate 
possession against Mo-
rocco, while the clash be-
tween Croatia and Argen-
tina promise to be a tactical 
battle and whether Luka 
Modric or Leo Messi has 
the best game will probably 
be the decisive factor.
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Italy led by Fabio Cannavaro, Italy won the FIFA World Cup in 2006; their fourth title.

LEADERSHIP TALES
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SMITH CALLS WARNER’S CAPTAINCY BAN ‘FUNDAMENTALLY WRONG’

Steve Smith has described 
David Warner’s lifelong 
ban from leadership as fun-
damentally incorrect admit-
ting that the lengthy ordeal 
of trying to reverse it had 
been a distraction for him.

On the eve of the second 
Test against the West Indies 
in Adelaide, Warner made 
a startling announcement 
that he would be withdraw-
ing from the procedure put 
in place by Cricket Australia 
after they rewrote their code 
of conduct to allow Warner 
to appeal the ban. “From 
my point of view, banning 
for life from leadership is 
just fundamentally wrong. 
David served his time like 
I did. For us, we know he’s 
a leader around the group, 
and on and off the field he’s 
doing a tremendous job,” 
said Smith after Australia’s 

419-run victory as quoted 
by ESPNcricinfo.

Warner and Cricket Aus-
tralia (CA) had requested a 
private hearing before the 
independent panel, but the 
commission ordered that 
it should be done in pub-
lic, which Warner claimed 
would have resulted in a 
lynching and he was un-

willing to subject his family 
and teammates to a retrial 
of the events at Newlands 
in 2018.

CA CEO Nick Hockley 
defended the organisation’s 
handling of the incident, 
saying the independent 
panel was necessary for 
openness and that he was 
disappointed Warner had 

withdrawn. However, his 
colleague at the Australian 
Cricketers’ Association, 
Todd Greenberg, felt War-
ner was left with no choice 
and voiced irritation that 
the CA had not handled the 
appeal themselves.

“It’s been a difficult one 
for him, it’s been a difficult 
week. It has been more of 
a distraction for Davey, no 
doubt, going through that 
himself. David has said he’s 
done and dusted and get 
on with it. He’s got our full 
support. Hopefully, he can 
have a really big series for us 
against South Africa with 
the bat,” added Smith.

Warner scored 21 and 28 
in the second Test, follow-
ing 5 and 48 in Perth, to 
continue his poor form in 
Test cricket over the last two 
years, averaging just 28.12 
without a century. He is 
scheduled to play his 100th 

Test against South Africa in 
Melbourne at the end of the 
month, but questions have 
been raised over whether 
he should be included in 
the cricket tours to India 
and England, where his av-
erages are 24.25 and 26.04, 
respectively.

Smith, on the other hand, 
believed that Warner need-
ed a change of fortune more 
than anything else to see the 
big runs return. South Af-
rica is one of his most pro-
ductive opponents, with 
an average of 52.26 from 12 
Tests, including four hun-
dreds, albeit that drops to 
40.18 in Australia.

Inside edges driving 
against Alzarri Joseph 
and Roston Chase, a nick 
to the keeper chasing a 
wide delivery, and a bat-
pad catch to short leg have 
been his mode of dismissals 
 in this series.

Over the years, Steve Smith (L) and David Warner have been key 
figures in Australian  cricket.
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VETERAN TURNS 41
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The Indian cricketing fra-
ternity took to social media 
to extend birthday wishes 
to former India all-rounder 
Yuvraj Singh, who turned 41 
on Monday.

In 2019, Yuvraj had an-
nounced his retirement 
from all forms of cricket. In 
304 ODIs, he slammed up 
8,701 runs at an impressive 
average of 36.55, including 
14 centuries. With a career 
spanning over 304 ODIs, 58 
T20Is, and 40 Tests, Yuvraj 
cemented his place as a play-
er who could win matches 
for his side either through 
his electric fielding, fierce 
batting, or smart bowling.

Former India skipper Virat 
Kohli posted on his Insta-
gram and wrote, “May God 

bless you abundantly.”
BCCI, the country’s govern-

ing body of cricket took to 
Twitter to extend wishes to 
the star. “402 International 
matches, 11778 international 
runs, 17 tons, 148 wickets. 
Wishing the legendary @YU-
VSTRONG12- former #Tea-
mIndia all-rounder and ICC 
World T20 Championship 
& ICC World Cup-winner - a 

very happy birthday,” BCCI 
tweeted. Former India batter 
Suresh Raina took to Twitter 
to wish Yuvraj and wrote, 
“Wishing my big brother @
YUVSTRONG12 a very Hap-
py Birthday Cheers to all the 
fun memories that we share 
together on & off the field. 
May God bless you with tons 
of happiness and success. 
Lots of Love Yuvi Pa. Have a 
blessed day!” 

“Happy Birthday to the 
best white-ball cricketer 
India has ever produced! @
YUVSTRONG12,” Yuvraj’s 
former teammate Gautam 
Gambhir tweeted.

Team India opener Shi-
khar Dhawan took to Twit-
ter and wrote, “Wishing you 
a very Happy Birthday Pa-
jhi @YUVSTRONG12 Lots  
Of Love Always.”

INDIAN CRICKET FRATERNITY EXTENDS
BIRTHDAY WISHES TO YUVRAJ SINGH

Yuvraj Singh retired in 2019.

‘We want to be remembered
like Croatia’s 1998 heroes’

Croatia are back in the 
World Cup semifinals, 
just like they did in 2018 
and before that in 1998, 
and defender Josip Ju-
ranovic, who has been a 
standout for Croatia at 
FIFA World Cup in Qa-
tar, feels that his genera-
tion of players could be 
considered heroes just 
like Davor Suker and his 
teammates.

The 1998 side had 
finished third in their 
maiden appearance in 
the FIFA World Cup. 
Though the 2018 squad 
reached the final and 
lost to France, it is the 

1998 squad that is the 
biggest draw in Croatian 
football.

“Well, those players are 
the ones who have shown 
us what it means to fight 
for our Croatia. We sim-
ply represent them here. 
I think that we also want 
to achieve something 
that will make us be re-
membered like they are. 
That is why we simply 
can’t wait for that match 
against Argentina.

Juranovic said that 
he and his teammates 
are aware of their ac-
complishments, even 
though the feeling is not 
fully sunk in that they 
had beaten Brazil to  
reach the semifinals.

“I can only speak for 
myself, but it still hasn’t 
fully sunk in. When my 
parents send me videos 
from mine and Bruno’s 
(Petkovic) home town, 
Dubrava, it immediately 
warms my heart. But 
I think we’ll only un-
derstand what we have 
done for our country 
and people once we ar-
rive back in Croatia,” 
Juranovic told FIFA  
in an interview.

Juranovic played the 
match of his life against 
Brazil, and the brilliant 
Croatian emerged on top 
against Vinicius Jr. 

He will now be hoping 
to do the same against 
Argentina’s Lionel Messi.

CROAT INTERNATIONAL
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Croatia will take on Argentina, whereas France will play Morocco.


