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Chaos in Parliament, 
17 Opposition 
parties walk out of 
Rajya Sabha  

aIIMs server attacK 
orIgInated FroM chIna: 
govt sources 

Bike-borne men throw 
acid at minor girl in 
Delhi, three arrested 

‘Sharabi ho tum’: Nitish screams at 
BJP MLAs over hooch tragedy

no claIM untIl sc verdIct: 
shah on border dIspute 

boost to dynastIc polItIcs: 
stalIn’s son udhayanIdhI 
now cabInet MInIster

Jaishankar to give strong 
message to Pakistan, China 
on terrorism at UNSC 

Speeding car runs over 
teenage girls, 2 dead

As many as 17 opposition 
parties on Wednesday 
staged a walkout from the 
Rajya Sabha accusing the 
government of not holding a 
discussion over the 9 Decem-
ber clashes along the Line of 
Actual Control between the 
Indian and Chinese forces 
at the Tawang sector of 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

Congress ,  Rashtriya 
Janata Dal, Aam Aadmi 
Party, MDMK, Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), CPI, 
Janata Dal-United, DMK, 
Trinamool Congress, and 
Telugu Desam Party were 
among the 17 parties that 
walked out from the House 
during ‘Zero Hour’. Leader 
of Opposition Mallikarjun 
Kharge among other Op-

position leaders raised the 
issue to hold a detailed dis-
cussion on the clash when 
the House assembled for the 
day and Deputy Chairman 
Harivansh allowed ‘Zero 
Hour’ so that parliamentar-
ians could raise their issues. 
As the Opposition’s de-

mand to hold the discussion 
on the India-China border 
clash was not allowed by the 
Chair, the 17 parties staged 
the walkout. 

Speaking to the media out-
side the House, Congress MP 
Pramod Tiwari accused the 
government for not holding 
a discussion on the issue. 

He said, “All the 17 par-
ties are standing behind the 
soldiers but we are all con-
cerned about the issue which 
cannot be compromised in 
terms of the border issue. 

The attack on the computer 
server of All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) 
in Delhi was carried out by 
Chinese hackers, a senior 
government source said on 
Wednesday. He further said 
that data in the five servers 
have been successfully re-
trieved now. 

“AIIMS Delhi server at-
tack was by the Chinese, 
FIR details that the attack 
had originated from China. 

Of 100 servers (40 physical 
and 60 virtual), five physical 
servers were successfully in-
filtrated by the hackers. The 
damage would have been far 
worse but is now contained. 
Data in the five servers have 
been successfully retrieved 
now,” said the source from 
the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare (MoHFW).

AIIMS Delhi first reported 
a failure in its servers on 23 
November. Two of the ana-
lysts deployed to look after 
the servers’ securities have 

A 17-year-old girl was al-
legedly attacked with acid 
by two bike-borne men in 
Delhi’s Dwarka district area, 
police said on Wednesday. 
Police arrested all three ac-
cused. 

The girl has been referred 
to Safdarjung Hospital and 
is currently undergoing 
treatment. The incident took 
place at around 7:30 am. 

According to police, a PCR 
call was received regarding 

the incident of throwing 
acid on a girl in the area of 
Police Station Mohan Gar-
den. It was stated that a girl 
aged 17 years was allegedly 
attacked using some acid-
like substance by two per-
sons on a bike around 7:30 
am this morning, police 
said. 
“The girl was with her 
younger sister at the time of 
the incident. She has raised 
suspicion over two persons 
known to them. One per-
son has been detained and 

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar will deliver a 
strong and blunt message 
to both Pakistan and China 
on terrorism at the United 
Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) on Thursday (15 

December). The high-level 
briefing on counter-ter-
rorism to be held on 15 De-
cember will give the EAM 
a perfect and much-needed 
opportunity to launch an 
attack on Islamabad and 
Beijing for “their policy” of 
shielding and supporting 

Two teenage girls were 
killed after a car ran over 
them at Rohtak road, Delhi, 
said police. The deceased 
have been identified as Van-
shika Mishra (14), Manvi (14). 
As per reports, the girls were 
hit by the car while they 
were on their way to their 

tuition classes. 
The car driver (accused) 

has been identified as Arun 
Sharma, informed police.
“ A PCR call vide DD no.73 
dated 11/12/2022 was re-
ceived regarding an accident. 
Two girls Vanshika Mishra 
and Manvi while crossing 
the Rohtak road at Metro 
Pillar no.294 met with an 

JaIshanKar 
unveIls bust oF 
MahatMa gandhI 
at un hQ 
NEW YORK: External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar on Wednesday (local 
time) unveiled a bust of 
Mahatma Gandhi at the 
United Nations Headquar-
ters in New York. Secretary 
General of the United 
Nations Antonio Guterres 
and the President of the 
77th UN General As-
sembly Csaba Korosi and 
Permanent Representa-
tive Ambassador Ruchira 
Kamboj joined the EAM 
on the occasion and paid 
floral tributes at the bust 
of Mahatma Gandhi, said 
the Permanent Mission 
of India to the UN in a 
press release. Mahatma 
Gandhi’s favourite bhajan 

‘Vaishnav jan to’ was recited 
at the event. 

 assaM polIce 
seIzes drugs 
worth rs 20 cr 
KARIMGANJ: Assam 
Police seized a large 
quantity of contraband 
drugs worth Rs 20 crore in 
Karimganj district and ap-
prehended two drug ped-
dlers. According to police, 
based on secret informa-
tion, Karimganj district 
police on late Tuesday 
night conducted operation 
and intercepted a vehicle 
bearing registration num-
ber AR-01D-5996 at the 
Bazaricherra area. “We 
have received information 
that, a vehicle was com-
ing from Mizoram side 
carrying narcotics and we 
immediately set up naka 
checking in multiple loca-
tions.” Partha Pratim Das, 
Additional Superintendent 
of Police of Karimganj 
district said.
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happy note 

‘weaK-Kneed’, 
congress on 
bJp’s response 
on border clash 

credIt to 
guJarat unIt 
For poll 
vIctory: pM 

Congress leader Randeep 
Singh Surjewala called the 
BJP’s response to the recent 
Tawang face-off between the 
Indian Army and Chinese 
Army ‘weak-kneed’. It also 
drew a parallel between BJP 
and the Chinese Communist 
Paty, using a 2016 tweet by 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan. 

Drawing reference from a 
2016 tweet by CM Chouhan, 
Surjewala drew parallels 
between the BJP and the 
Communist Party of China. 
Chouhan tweeted in 2016 
that, “Communist Party of 
China and BJP have done 
numerous works in social 
field. This way, there is tre-
mendous similarities be-
tween the two parties.” 

The Congress leader 
shared a screenshot of 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday cred-
ited Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
victory in the recent Gujarat 
assembly polls to the party’s 
state unit and its president 
C.R. Paatil. 

After the BJP Parliamen-
tary party meeting held this 
morning, BJP Gujarat presi-
dent Paatil told news agency, 

“I am very happy that the 
Prime Minister give credit to 
the state unit and every par-
ty worker who has worked 
very hard for the election.” 
Union Minister Pralhad 
Joshi spoke to mediapersons 
after today’s meeting held at 
Parliament Library. 
“Prime Minister addressed 
the meeting, he said the 
credit for victory in the Gu-
jarat polls should be given 
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border Issue 

sInIster desIgn In broad daylIght

unparlIaMentary?

 

Iron out 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Maharashtra CM Eknath 
Shinde, Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis, Karnataka CM Basavaraj 

Bommai on a meeting on border dispute on Wednesday.  ANi

The United States’ De-
partment of Defence 
said that it continues 

to closely watch develop-
ments along the Line of 
Actual Control at the India-
China border and noted that 
China “continues to amass 
forces and build military 
infrastructure along the so-
called LAC.” 

Pentagon Press Secretary 
Air Force Brig. Gen. Pat Ry-
der in an on-Camera Press 
Briefing on 13 December 
(local time) said that China 
is growingly asserting itself 
and being proactive in areas 
directed toward US allies 

and partners in Indo-Pacific. 
Asked about the 9 Decem-

ber face-off between Indian 
and Chinese troops in the 
Tawang sector in Arunachal 
Pradesh, the spokesperson 
said, “The DoD continues to 
closely watch developments 
along the Line of Actual 
Control at the India-China 
border. 

“We have seen the PRC 
continue to amass forces and 
build military infrastructure 
along the so-called LAC. But 
I would defer you to India 
in terms of their views. It 
does reflect though, and it’s 
important to point out, the 
growing trend by the PRC 
to assert itself and to be pro-
vocative in areas directed to-

wards US allies and our part-
ners in the Indo-Pacific,” the 
Pentagon spokesperson said. 

“...We will continue to re-
main steadfast in our com-
mitment to ensuring the se-
curity of our partners. And 
we fully support India’s on-
going efforts to de-escalate 
this situation, Ryder said. 

On Tuesday (local time), 
the White House Press Sec-
retary Karine Jean-Pierre 
said that US is closely moni-
toring the situation and 
that Washington is “ glad to 
hear that both sides appear 
to have quickly disengaged 
from the clashes.” 

“We are closely monitoring 
the situation. We encourage 
India and China to utilize 

existing bilateral channels 
to discuss disputed bound-
aries. Again, we are -- we’re 
glad to see that there has 
been some disengagement 
on the clashes at this time,” 
the WhiteHouse Press Sec-
retary said. 

The US State Department 
Spokesperson Ned Price also 
in his press briefing on 13 
December (local time) stated 
that the Price stated that the 
US is glad to hear both sides 
have quickly disengaged af-
ter the clashes in Tawang. “...
we’re continuing to monitor 
very closely and to engage 
with our Indian partners,” 
Price said. 

Responding to a question 
on the strategy of the US in 

case the situation escalates, 
the spokesperson said, “In-
dia is indeed an important 
strategic partner of the 
United States bilaterally, in 
the Quad, and other multi-
lateral fora as well. So we’re 
always, with that in mind, in 
close contact with our Indian 
partners, both from our mis-
sion in India as well as from 
the State Department here in 
Washington.” 

“... we do strongly oppose 
any unilateral attempts to 
advance territorial claims 
by incursions, military or 
civilian, across the border at 
the established Line of Ac-
tual Control,” he said adding 
that, “We encourage India 

chIna IncreasIngly assertIve, 
we support IndIan stand: us

IndIa-chIna border clash 

 US opposes China’s unilateral attempts to advance territorial claims along LAC
 US further says it fully support India’s ongoing efforts to de-escalate
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After chairing a meeting on the Maharashtra-Karnataka bor-
der row, Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Wednesday 
said that the two states will not make any claim against each 
other until the Supreme Court gives its verdict. 

Earlier on Wednesday, the Home Minister chaired a meet-
ing with Karnataka Chief Minister Basavraj Bommai and 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde regarding the 
Maharashtra-Karnataka border issue. 

Tamil Nadu chief minister 
M.K. Stalin’s son Udhayani-
dhi Stalin was on Wednes-
day sworn in as a cabinet 
minister in the state. 

Udhayanidhi also the 

DMK’s youth wing secretary 
Stalin was administered the 
oath by Governor RN Ravi at 
Durbar Hall in Raj Bhavan in 
Chennai. Udhayanidhi took 
oath in presence of Chief 
Minister M.K. Stalin. He has 
been given the Youth Welfare 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar on Wednesday lost 
his cool in the state assembly 
when leaders of the opposi-
tion BJP attacked his govern-
ment over several deaths due 
to spurious liquor in Saran 
district’s Chhapra area. 

The Janata Dal-United 
chief Nitish slammed the BJP 
for protesting the deaths as 
Leader of Opposition Vijay 
Kumar Sinha questioned 
the state’s liquor ban policy 
since 2016. Nitish Kumar lost 
his temper in the House and 
screamed at the BJP MLAs 
‘’Sharabi ho gaye ho tum...
(you are drunk)” 

Protesting the incident, Bi-
har opposition lawmakers 
also staged a demonstration 
outside the state assembly 
later. 

BJP MP and former Depu-
ty Chief Minister Sushil Ku-
mar Modi reacted strongly at 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar’s ‘sharabi’ statement 
made in the Bihar Assembly 

today. 
“The tenure of Nitish Ku-

mar is over. He has lost his 
memory. He calls Prashant 
Kishor and BJP MLAs as 
‘tu’, ‘tum’. It happened ear-
lier as well. He loses his tem-
per very often now. But his 
disposition was not like this 
before,” said Sushil Modi. 
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India ranked second in the world in cyber-attacks on health-
care systems in 2021, according to a survey produced by 
CloudSEK, an artificial intelligence startup that deals with 
cyber risks. Last year, India accounted for 7.7% of all cyber-
attacks on healthcare institutions. Due to the extensive digiti-
sation of the health sector, as well as massive investments and 
growth potential in the industry, the United States recorded 
the largest number of cyber-attacks and breaches in 2021, 
at 28%. Cyber-attacks on the healthcare industry increased 
95.35% globally in the first four months of this year compared 
to the same time in 2021.

The Union Health Ministry’s Ayushman Bharat Digital 
Mission involves digitising patient health records for seam-
less paperless interchange. Each person will be assigned a 
health account number, and medical records will be stored 
online. However, cyber experts have expressed alarm about 
the potential misuse of holding vast amounts of digital medi-
cal records.

Shashi Tharoor, a Congress MP from Thiruvanantha-
puram, raised the AIIMS cyber-attack concern in the Lok 
Sabha on Wednesday, saying that the situation should be 
thoroughly examined. He further stated that these attacks 
illustrate our country’s lax data protection procedures, partic-
ularly by government entities. The Personal Data Protection 
Bill 2019 established a unique category of sensitive personal 
data, including health data, that required strong safeguards, 
but this has been eliminated in the government’s new draught 
bill.

As per the Ministry of Electronics and Information Tech-
nology, a new draft bill has been prepared, titled ‘The Digital 
Personal Data Protection Bill, 2022’ and has invited feedback 
from the public as part of its public consultation exercise. 
The draught bill outlines the rights and duties of the citizen 
(Digital Nagrik) as well as the Data Fiduciary’s duty to utilise 
the obtained data lawfully. It envisages the establishment of 
a Data Protection Board of India as part of the compliance 
framework to determine non-compliance with the provisions 
of the proposed bill, impose penalties for such non-compli-
ance, and perform such other functions as the Central Gov-
ernment may assign to it under the provisions of the draft 
bill or any law.

The attack compromised several user account informa-
tion and personal data of the individuals as well as several 
stakeholders including large pharmaceuticals and insurance 
companies, which is an infringement on the privacy of any 
citizen. However, the government is fixing the problems very 
lucidly while considering the Supreme Court’s judgement on 
the Right to Privacy given by the nine-judge bench in 2017 
that accepts the Right to Privacy as a fundamental right but 
not an absolute right and it has separated from other existing 
Fundamental Rights in India..

Shah Rukh Khan and 
Deepika Padukone’s 
new song ‘Besharam 

Rang’ from their upcom-
ing film ‘Pathaan’ has trig-
gered a fresh controversy. 
The first track from the film, 
which has been the talk of 
the town ever since it was 
released, is trending, and 
this time, not for the right 
reasons.

Madhya Pradesh Home 
Minister Narottam Mishra 
has made his objections 
to the song clear. Speak-
ing to the media, Narottam 
Mishra said, “The costumes 
in the song at first glance are 
objectionable. It is clearly 
visible that the song of the 
film ‘Pathaan’ has been shot 
with a dirty mindset.”

Mishra’s statement came 
two days after the song was 

released.
“I don’t think this is right, 

and I will tell the director 
and makers of the film to 
fix it. Earlier also, Deepika 
Padukone came in the sup-
port of ‘Tukde Tukde Gang’ 
at JNU, and that’s why 
her mentality has come in  

front of everyone before. 
And that is why I believe 
that the name of this song 
‘Besharam Rang’ is also 
objectionable in itself, and 
the way saffron and green 
have been worn, the colours 
of the song, the lyrics, and 
the title of the film are not 

peaceful. It needs improve-
ment. If it is not done, then 
we will consider whether its 
telecast should be allowed 
in Madhya Pradesh. Now 
let›s see, so far all those who 
have been asked have im-
proved. If it’s not done, then 
we will consider,” he added.

Shah Rukh Khan recently 
visited the famous Vaishno 
Devi temple ahead of the 
release of his film ‹Pathaan›.

Talking about the actor›s 
visit to the temple, Mishra 
said, “It is a good thing, but 
on one side they go for dar-
shan, and on the other side 
they bring women in bikini, 
that too is not right.”

Composed by Vishal-
Shekhar with lyrics by 
Kumaar, the peppy track 
showcases the sizzling 
chemistry between Shah 
Rukh Khan and Deepika 
Padukone.

Deepika’s moves and 
SRK’s looks, undoubtedly, 
won many hearts; how-
ever, now that trouble has 
knocked on their doors, it 
remains to be seen how the 
makers respond to it.

Helmed by Siddharth 
Anand, ‘Pathaan’ will re-
lease on 25 January 2023. 

CONTROVERSY 

BEShaRam RaNg ROw:  'ShOT wiTh 
diRTY miNdSET,’ SaYS mP miNiSTER 
TDG NETWORK
Indore 

Deepika Padukone and Shah Rukh Khan in Pathaan’s song Besharam Rang. 

The Indian Army maintains 
a professional stance in war-
fare and would rather open 
fire than resort to wielding 
clubs, said former Chief of 
Army Staff General M.M. 
Naravane, in a reference to 
the Chinese army engaging 
in fisticuffs with Indian sol-
diers in Galwan Valley and 
most recently in Arunachal’s 
Tawang. General Naravane 
asked if the Chinese army 
(People’s Liberation Army) 
has gone down to the level 
of prehistoric times by using 
clubs and barbed wires.

His remarks came days 
after the Chinese army at-
tempted to change the sta-
tus quo on the Line of Ac-
tual Control in the Tawang 
sector of Arunachal Pradesh 
on December 9 through a fa-
ceoff with the Indian troops, 
in which they were pushed 
back by the Indian Army 
without suffering any casu-
alties.

“We would still like to 
maintain that we are a 21st-
century army. To start going 
back to clubs and barbed 
wire is like going back to 
prehistoric times. It is a very 
regressive way to go. We 
would still like to maintain 
that in warfare also there are 
certain rules. It is not that you 
do whatever you want to do. 
We would still like to main-

tain a professional stance. 
Therefore, rather than resort 
to wielding clubs, we rather 
open fire”, he said in ‘Podcast 
with Smita Prakash’.

“That is how an army fights, 
by using the weapons at your 
disposal and not getting into 
fisticuffs. Are we hooligans 
or mafia? We are profession-
al. Is that the level at which 
the PLA has gone down to? 
Hooliganism and streetfight-
ing? Or they are a profession-
al 21st-century army? On one 
side, they try to show their 
technological prowess, on 
the other side, they are com-
ing with barbed wire clubs. 
It is ridiculous”, the former 
Army Chief added.

Speaking about the Gal-
wan Valley clash in 2020, in 
which 20 Indian soldiers lost 
their lives and several Chi-
nese soldiers were also killed, 
General Naravane said that 
the Indian Army countered 
them in the same way that it 
had used against them.

“Although we did not fire, 
we also resorted in a similar 
vein. It was always a question 
of who would open fire first. 
Since we felt that we had the 
measure of the PLA troops 
over there, we also coun-
tered them in the same way 
that they were taking action 
against us, which was basi-
cally by the use of non-lethal, 
which is not actually firing, 
although casualties did oc-
cur. 

ShaRP RETORT

China has gone 
down to hooliganism 
and streetfighting: 
Naravane 

RagiNg CONCERN

aiimS CYBER aTTaCk 
RaiSES alaRm OVER 
iNdia’S 
CYBER SECuRiTY 

ClOSER lENS 

Siddu finds an enemy, DK a friend in Kharge

It is all coming to a full circle 
in Karnataka Congress as 
Mallikarjun Kharge took 
charge as AICC president. 
The change in dynamics has 
affected the big two—former 
chief minister and CLP lead-
er Siddaramaiah and KPCC 
president D. K. Shivakumar.

In 2006, after getting a 
political re-birth with a wa-
fer-thin margin of 700 odd 
votes, Siddaramaiah was 
cooped up in his Vijaynagar 
residence in Bengaluru with 
a message to the high com-
mand that he would not 
step out until he was made 
the leader of the opposition. 
The then LOP at that time 
was Kharge who made way 
gracefully. Against his wish, 
Siddaramaiah blackmailed 
and pushed Kharge to con-
test the 2009 Lok Sabha 
elections so that his way 
was cleared to become the 
chief minister. His follow-
ers, Iqbal Ahmed Saradage 
and Baburao Chinchansoor, 
were targeted by the Sidda-
ramaiah camp, and a real 
estate agent who is a Kuruba 

was brought in by cross-
voting. Then again in 2019, 
Kharge was handed a shock-
ing defeat in parliamentary 
elections by his own pro-
tégé, Umesh Jadhav, who 
crossed over to the BJP, and 
it is largely believed that Sid-
daramaiah had a role to play 
in place as he worked against 
the interest of the coalition to 
prove that there was no vote 
transfer between the JDS 
and the Congress.

With so much history be-
tween Kharge and Siddu, 
it was never a favourable 
proposition for the Kuruba 
leader against one of the tall-
est dalit leader of the party. 
And it played out on expect-

ed lines, as things didn’t go 
well for Siddaramaiah dur-
ing his last visit to Delhi on 
Monday, when Kharge had 
summoned over 15 top lead-
ers from the state to discuss 
election preparedness.

It was a two-hour meet-
ing at the AICC where the 
blueprint for the run-up to 
elections with rallies, cam-
paigns, and programs was 
discussed threadbare. Ral-
lies over Mahadayi, Krish-
na, Mekedatu, and other 
river-related issues, the SC/
ST convention, 'BusYatra’ 
to cover 224 constituencies, 
seat announcements, among 
others were on the agenda.

Sources who attended 

the meeting told The Daily 
Guardian Review that it 
was refreshing to see Kharge 
taking the meeting of top 
leaders from the state as he 
stamped his supremacy. 
``The messaging was quite 
clear, and for Kharge it was 
a moment of reckoning. He 
was a chief ministerial as-
pirant from late 90s and 
missed the opportunity 
many times, once to Dharam 
Singh, the second was when 
he was dislodged from LOP 
by Siddaramaih who went 
on to become the CM. There 
was voting too to choose the 
CLP leader, and Kharge was 
badly defeated. All these 
things can never be forgot-

ten as these are highs and 
lows of one’s political ca-
reer,’’ he said.

For old-time congressmen, 
it was a treat to see Kharge 
boss over the meeting sitting 
in AICC. “D. K. Shivakumar, 
Dr G. Paramehwar, and Ra-
malinga Reddy are all true 
blue congressmen who have 
rejected the temptation of 
crossing over to other par-
ties on several occasions. 
Now we have Kharge, who 
understands internal and 
external politics like nobody 
else. No blackmail politics 
will work, and everyone has 
to contribute to bringing the 
Congress to power,  which 
the party will suitably re-
ward when the time comes. 
All are equal stakeholders,’’ 
said a highly placed source.

Precisely, on these lines, 
Karnataka in-charge Ran-
deep Surjewala told media 
outside AICC that the party 
is going to polls under one 
face but collective leader-
ship with both D.K. and Sid-
daramaiah flanked to left 
and right.

A miffed Siddaramaiah 
left the party HQ huffing 
and puffing.

diPlOmaCY

Buddhism is a unique part of India’s 
foreign policy: Prime Minister Modi 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
consistently projected Buddhism as 
an important and unique part of In-
dia’s foreign policy in the last several 
years.

“Buddha is beyond geographical 
boundaries. He is for everyone, he 
belongs to everyone,” said PM Modi.

Dr Chandan Kumar, a Research As-
sociate, at the International Buddhist 
Confederation, said that PM Modi, 
while addressing the Indian dias-
pora in Manila, Philippines, during 
his 33rd ASEAN Summit tour, said 
that “21st century is an Asian century, 
and if the 21st century is considered 
to be Asia’s century, then it becomes 
our duty to make it India’s century.”

Today there are three types of Bud-
dhist countries, first, those which 
have traditionally had Buddhism as 
a religion, for example, Sri Lanka, 
and Vietnam, second, non-Buddhist 
countries that share Buddhist heri-
tage, like Pakistan and Afghanistan; 
and third, those countries where 
Buddhism is increasingly becoming 
popular, like the US and Europe.

And to make the 21st century India’s 

century and superpower or Vishva 
Guru, India needs a Buddhist legacy 
in diplomacy.

Significantly, PM Modi has visited 
a number of Buddhist or Buddhist 
shared heritage countries in the last 
eight years. Shifting from a Look East 
policy to an Act East policy is a ma-
jor component of Modi’s Buddhist 
diplomacy, as it enables the Indian 
government to establish the North-
eastern states as a gateway to ASEAN 
countries.

PM Modi’s relationship with Bud-

dhism began in his birthplace of Vad-
nagar. During a visit to Lumbini on 16 
May 2022, on the occasion of Buddha 
Purnima, while mentioning his rela-
tionship with Buddhism, PM Modi 
said, “I also have another relation-
ship with Lord Buddha, which is a 
wonderful coincidence and also very 
pleasant. The place where I was born, 
Vadnagar in Gujarat, was a great cen-
ter of Buddhist learning centuries 
ago. Even today, ancient remains are 
being excavated there, whose conser-
vation work is going on.”

Historically, Vadnagar is one of the 
ancient towns of western India, an 
important center of the Sammitiya 
Buddhist school. The famous Chi-
nese traveller Hiuen Tsang men-
tions `Anandpur’ (present name of 
Vadnager) in his book.

Vadnagar was situated at a strate-
gic location where two ancient trade 
routes crossed each other, one from 
central India to Sindh and another 
from the Gujarat coast to North India.

In 2006, when PM Modi was Guja-
rat’s Chief Minister, he began large-
scale excavations of the Vadnagar 
monastery complex and surround-
ing areas under the supervision of 
the Gujarat State Archaeology De-
partment.

The state archaeology department 
made a stunning discovery of a large 
Buddhist monastery dating back to 
the 1st–7th century and another ex-
cavation at Dev Ni Mori in northeast 
Gujarat, where sacred relics of Bud-
dha were found. 

In the excavation, an ancient Bud-
dhist monastery, the Bodhisattva 
idol (Buddha sitting in a meditation 
posture), and Buddhist objects and 
pendants were also discovered at 
Vadnagar.

PM Modi paying respects to Lord Buddha. (File photo).
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iS RaghuRam 
RajaN NExT 
maNmOhaN 
SiNgh?
After raghuram rajan, 
former Governor of the 
reserve Bank of India, 
joining the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra in rajasthan on 
wednesday, political cir-
cles in lutyen’s delhi are 
abuzz with speculation 
about the future. People 
are wondering if dr. 
rajan will be the Gan-
dhis’ choice for the next 
Prime Minister, in the 
same way that Former 
Prime Minister nara-
simha rao discovered 
former reserve Bank 
Governor dr Manmohan 
Singh and appointed 
him Finance Minister, 
who later became Prime 
Minister. As the march 
resumed, videos shared 
on social media showed 
dr rajan and rahul 
having discussions 
while marching. BJP IT 
Cell Chief Amit Malviya 
tweeted that dr rajan 
fancies himself as the 
next Manmohan Singh.

dEVE gOwda 
ON a diffERENT 
PaTh
The day Telangana Chief 
Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar rao was 
busy with the opening 
of the new office of 
‘Bharat rashtra Samiti’ 
in the capital, former 
Prime Minister h. d. 
deve Gowda was seen 
meeting Prime Minis-
ter narendra Modi in 
the parliament office. 
Though the meeting was 
about a state related 
issue, political discus-
sion between the top 
leaders cannot be ruled 
out. Karnataka will have 
assembly elections 
next year. The question 
is whether Jd (S) has 
opened both doors for a 
possible negotiation for 
the upcoming assembly 
poll.

gaNga aaRTi iN 
kOlkaTa:
VaRaNaSi waY?
Is Mamata Banerjee 
now attempting to dis-
pel the BJP’s charge of 
appeasing minorities? 
She recently directed 
the Kolkata Municipal 
Corporation to hold 
regular evening prayers, 
known as ‘Ganga 
Aarti,’ on the banks of 
the hooghly river, a 
tributary of the Ganges. 
There are also plans 
to install a sculpture of 
Goddess Ganga on the 
bank. The sculpture will 
be worshipped every day 
in the evening, followed 
by worshipping the river 
with a lamp. The TMC 
told the opposition, who 
raised the issue, that 
Mamata is now follow-
ing in the footsteps of 
Prime Minister nar-
endra Modi, who has 
made a grand celebra-
tion of Ganga Aarti every 
day. They said the actual 
idea was to promote 
awareness among the 
people about the river, 
which is the lifeline of 
the civilisation, adding 
that it is not religious as 
it has been in haridwar 
and Varanasi.

on the radar

Gautam lahiri
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The Central govern-
ment has offered to 
establish a perma-

nent Secretariat for the No 
Money for Terror (NMFT) 
in the country, said Union 
Minister of State for Home 
Affairs Nityanand Rai on 
Wednesday.

He was responding to a 
question in Rajya Sabha 
about whether the govern-
ment has any proposal to set 
up a permanent Secretariat 
to coordinate the global ef-
forts against terror funding. 
Member of Parliament Kar-
tikeya Sharma has asked 
questions that include the 
details of the countries co-
operating with ‘No Money 
for Terror’ and whether the 

country’s investigation agen-
cies will play a key role in the 
organization.

Rai said that the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, Govern-
ment of India hosted the 3rd 
Ministerial Level Conference 
on Counter-Terrorism Fi-
nancing ‘No Money For Ter-

ror’ (NMFT) during Novem-
ber 18-19, 2022 to collaborate 
with countries across the 
world for suppressing the 
funding sources that allow 
terrorists and extremists to 
carry out their violent acts.

Delegations from 77 coun-
tries and 16 multilateral or-

ganizations participated in 
the Conference, he added.

“During the Conference, 
sensing the need for perma-
nency of this unique initia-
tive and in order to sustain 
global focus on countering 
the financing of terrorism, 
the Government has offered 

to establish a permanent Sec-
retariat for the No Money for 
Terror (NMFT) Ministerial 
Conference, in the country. 
A discussion paper is to be 

circulated shortly to all Par-
ticipating Jurisdictions for 
their valuable comments,” 
he said in a written reply.

The proposed Secretariat is 

not expected to be an investi-
gative body. It will operate on 
the concept of collaboration 
and cooperation between na-
tions, he added. 

global focus

central government offers to establish permanent 
secretariat for 'no money for terror' in india 
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Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma in Rajya Sabha 

Indian High Commissioner 
to Bangladesh Pranay Ku-
mar Verma, on Tuesday, held 
a meeting with Bangladesh’s 
Foreign Minister A.K. Abdul 
Momen. During the meeting, 
both sides discussed issues 
of mutual interest.

In the meeting, A.K. Abdul 
Momen emphasised on re-
suming Guwahati-Dhaka air 
service and highlighted the 
need to have direct air con-
nectivity between Guwahati 
and Sylhet. He underscored 
the need for a direct bus 
service between Sylhet-Sil-
char to promote people-to-
people contacts, strengthen 
bilateral ties and ensure 
collective prosperity in the 
region. A.K. Abdul Momen 

expressed gratitude to India 
for inviting Bangladesh to 
participate in the G20 meet-
ings as a “guest country” 
during its G20 presidency, 
according to the press re-
lease issued by Bangladesh’s 
Foreign Ministry.

Notably, India assumed the 
G20 presidency for one year 
on 1 December. He stressed 
that Bangladesh’s participa-
tion in the G20 meeting will 
uphold their country’s image 
in the regional settings. 

Bangladesh’s Foreign Min-
ister called for “bolder soli-
darity” to address the issues 
faced by the Global South 
to tackle the challenges, in-
cluding COVID-19, the crisis 
in Europe and financing for 
climate emergency and sus-
tained development goals 
implementation.

YSRCP Lok Sabha floor lead-
er P.V. Midhun Reddy reiter-
ated the demand for Special 
Category Status for Andhra 
Pradesh in the Lok Sabha on 
13 December. On the floor of 
the house, he said, “YSRCP 
has more than 20 Lok Sabha 
MPs, we have raised this is-
sue more than 100 times in 
various formats but the cen-
tral government is yet to re-
spond to it. We demand spe-
cial category status. It is the 
right of the people of Andhra 
Pradesh.”

Adding to that, he men-

tioned, “Our state was bi-
furcated against our wishes 
in a very unjust manner. In 
the first year of state bifurca-
tion, the per capita income 
of Telangana was Rs 15,454 
crore compared to Rs 8,979 
crore of AP. We inherited 56% 
of the total population and 
only 45% of revenue. We also 
inherited 60% of the debt. 
Under these circumstances, 
it was promised on the floor of 
the House by the Prime Min-
ister that the Special Category 
Status would be given to AP. 
The promise has remained 
unfulfilled even eight years 
after the state bifurcation 
and needs to be looked into.”

ensure prosperity

right of the people

bangladesh fm calls 
for resuming guwahati 
to dhaka air service

ysrcp demands 
special status for 
ap in ls yet again

Indian High Commissioner Pranay Kumar Verma holds meeting 
with Bangladesh Minister A.K. Abdul Momen on Wednesday.

call to protest scientific study

congress mp moves adjournment motion to 
discuss raids at poll strategist’s office 

Congress MP Manickam Tagore has 
given the notice to move an adjourn-
ment motion in the Lok Sabha today, to 
discuss the police raids at the war room 
of party poll strategist Sunil Kanugolu 
in Hyderabad. The Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee (TPCC) also gave 
a call to protest against the arrest of its 
several leaders by the Telangana police. 
Police conducted raids on Tuesday night 
at Congress Poll Strategist Sunil Kanu-
golu. Police also arrested five persons by 

raiding the Congress’ war room in Jubi-
lee Hills on Tuesday night. The Cyber 
Crime police raided the Congress War 
room on Tuesday night and seized com-
puters. According to TPCC, a call has 
been given to protest against the house 
arrest of Congress leaders including 
Mallu Ravi and Anil Yadav.

Manickam Tagor, Congress Telan-
gana state incharge tweeted, “Without 
following due process of law, KCR police 
have arrested our staff. No search war-
rant, no notice under 41A CrPC given. 
Complete violation of SC judgment in 
DK Basu case. @KTRTRS & Commi CV 

Anand will be held accountable for this 
lawlessness”.

“For this FB post Telangana Congress 
War room headed by #SunilKanugolu 
team at Hyderabad was raided and 50 
computers taken ... Data stolen ... Five 
of our Professional partners arrested il-
legally without FIR .. Now I am posting 
the same let @TelanganaCMO arrest me 
... #HitlerKCR,”he tweeted.

Telangana Congress tweeted, “Telan-
gana Congress chief Revanth Reddy @
revanth_anumula was targeted by two 
senior BJP leaders, including the finance 
minister, in Parliament. 

in telangana and ap 

SC seeks response to plea challenging 
deletion names from voters’ lists

The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday sought a re-
sponse from the Election 
Commission on a plea chal-
lenging the deletion of lakhs 
of names from the voters’ 
lists in Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana and said that it is 
an “important issue”.

A bench led by Chief Justice 
of India DY Chandrachud 
said that the plea raised an 
important issue, which it has 
to decide. Srinivas Kodali filed 
the plea through the advocate 
on record N Sai Vinod. The 
petitioner has challenged the 
Telangana High Court order 
which dismissed his public 

interest litigation.
Srinivas Kodali is a Hyder-

abad resident, technology 
researcher, and graduate of 
IIT Madras. In the Public 
Interest Litigation, the peti-
tioner has challenged the ac-
tion of the first respondent 
EC in employing software 
stating that the algorithm of 
which is neither transpar-
ent nor public in the matter 
of preparation of voter lists 
in India, especially in the 
States of Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana, which has led to 
the deletion of 27 lakh voters 
in the State of Telangana and 
19 lakh voters in the State of 
AP in violation of the proce-
dure established by law. In an 
effort to ‘purify’ electoral rolls, 

the Election Commission of 
India (ECI) in 2015, suo motu 
deleted 46 lakh entries from 
the electoral rolls in Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana; 
linked Electors Photo Iden-
tity Card (‘EPIC’) with Unique 
Identification (‘UID’) or Aad-
haar; seeded EPIC data with 
the State Resident Data Hub 
(SRDH), and allowed the 
state governments to access 
and copy EPIC data. “While 
the EPIC-Aadhaar linking 
was carried out under the 
National Electoral Rolls Pu-
rification and Authentication 
Programme (‘NERPAP’), the 
rest were carried out without 
specific policy, guidelines, or 
authorization in any form,” 
the petition read. The Pe-

titioner filed the PIL in the 
High Court apprehending 
that millions of unsuspect-
ing voters would be unable to 
vote during the then-upcom-
ing state elections in Decem-
ber 2018. Regrettably, during 
the pendency, a large number 
of voters in Hyderabad found 
their names deleted from the 
electoral rolls on the day of 
the elections. Later, the High 
Court dismissed the PIL.

“ECI’s impugned actions to 
‘purify’ electoral rolls - using 
an automated process; from 
data received from Aadhaar 
and state governments; and 
without proper notice or con-
sent from voters- is a blatant 
infringement on the right to 
vote. 
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‘nine kashmiri 
pandits killed 
between 2020-
2022’
New Delhi: a total of 
nine kashmiri Pandits 
were killed in the kash-
mir Valley during 2020 to 
2022, Union Minister of 
State for home affairs 
Nityanand rai told the 
rajya Sabha on wednes-
day. among the nine, four 
kashmiri Pandits includ-
ing a person belong-
ing to kashmiri rajput 
community were killed 
in 2022, four in 2021 and 
one in 2020, mentions a 
data shared in the Upper 
house by rai in a written 
reply to Congress MP ra-
jmani Patel. rai further 
said the government has 
a policy of zero tolerance 
against terrorism and 
the security situation has 
improved significantly in 
Jammu and kashmir.

bill to rename 
new delhi 
international 
arbitration 
centre moved 
New Delhi: a bill 
seeking to rename the 
New Delhi international 
arbitration Centre as 
the india international 
arbitration Centre was 
moved for consider-
ation and passage in 
the rajya Sabha on 
wednesday.
after moving the bill in 
the Upper house, Union 
law Minister kiren rijiju 
said, “every member will 
be supporting the bill, 
but i also expect some 
valuable suggestions 
and contributions while 
discussing this bill.” 

'over 50 
biotech-kisan 
hubs created by 
department of 
biotechnology'
New Delhi: Union Min-
ister Jitendra Singh on 
wednesday said that the 
Department of biotech-
nology has funded fifty-
one (51) biotech-kisan 
hubs out of which forty-
four (44) are operational.
These hubs are located 
in 15 agro-climatic 
zones of the country 
and are conduct-
ing activities in 169 
districts. in a written 
reply to a question in the 
lok Sabha, Dr Jitendra 
Singh said, the Depart-
ment of biotechnology 
(DbT) is implement-
ing a farmers-centric 
Mission Programme 
‘biotech-krishi in-
novation Science 
application Network’ 
(biotech-kiSaN). The 
programme connects 
indian farmers with 
the best scientists and 
institutions.

'no formal 
recommendation 
for bharat 
ratna 
necessary'
New Delhi: Union 
Minister of State (MoS) 
Nityanand rai on Tuesday 
said in the lok Sabha that 
the decisions regard-
ing the award of bharat 
ratna are taken from 
time to time and no 
formal recommenda-
tions for this award are 
necessary.

parliament

iN bRiEf

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai responds to a question raised by Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma

Union Minister of State (MoS) Nityanand 
rai on Tuesday said in the lok Sabha that 
the problem of terrorism in india is largely 
sponsored from across the border.
“The problem of terrorism in india is largely 
sponsored from across the border. The 
Global Terrorist groups and some foreign 
agencies inimical to india have been mak-
ing efforts to radicalise people and spread 
terrorism through the use of social media 
platforms, the internet etc,” said Nityanand 

rai. MoS rai said that cyberspace is virtual, 
borderless and offers complete anonym-
ity. “Cyberspace is virtual, borderless and 
offers complete anonymity. with borderless 
cyberspace coupled with the possibility of 
instant communication and anonymity, the 
potential for the spread of terror through the 
use of social media is higher than ever, pos-
ing a threat to the sovereignty and integrity 
of the country,” said MoS rai answering a 
question. “law enforcement agencies keep 
a close watch on activities on Social Media 
Platforms and take suitable action as per 
the legal provisions. 

potential for spread of terror through social 
media higher than ever: mos  home in lok sabha 
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in the courts
bilKis baNO’s laWyER 
mENTiONs hER pETiTiON fOR 
uRGENT hEaRiNG 
New Delhi: bilkis bano’s lawyer Shobha 
gupta on wednesday mentioned her petition 
before Supreme Court Chief Justice Dy 
Chandrachud for urgent listening of her plea 
on which CJi Dy Chandrachud expressed 
his displeasure and said, “we will list the 
matter, you will list the same case again and 
again.”  
SC judge, justice bela Trivedi on Tuesday 
recused herself from the hearing on a petition 
filed by bilkis bano challenging the remis-
sion of 11 convicts, who were sentenced to 
life in 2008 for the gang-rape of bilkis bano 
and murder of seven of her family members, 
after the Gujarat government cleared their 
early release under the state’s 1992 remission 
policy. earlier, the Gujarat government had 
filed an affidavit in the SC on the release of the 
culprits. The Gujarat government had said that 
the convicts were released only after getting 
clearance from the Ministry of home affairs. 

sC says iT Will CONsiDER 
lisTiNG plEas ChallENGiNG 
aRTiClE 370
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on wednes-
day said it would consider listing for hearing a 
batch of petitions challenging the abrogation 
of article 370 and bifurcation of the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and kashmir into two Union 
Territories.
“we will examine and give a date,” said Chief 
Justice Dy Chandrachud and Justice PS 
Narasimha as one of the petitioners in the 
case sought early listing of the matter. Various 
petitions are pending before the top court chal-
lenging the validity of the law scrapping article 
370 of the constitution and special status to 
Jammu and kashmir, and bifurcating the 
state into two Union Territories. later, some 
petitions were filed against the government’s 
action for delimitation in accordance with the 
Jammu and kashmir reorganization act, 2019.
These petitions said sweeping changes are be-
ing brought about by the Centre that impact the 
rights of a large number of people. 

spECially-ablED mbbs 
sTuDENTs appROaCh 
sC TO ChallENGE NmC 
REGulaTiONs
New Delhi: Five specially-abled MbbS Stu-
dents who were admitted to various medical 
colleges in the academic year 2019-20, have 
challenged the amendment to regulations of 
Graduate Medical examination 1997 by the Na-
tional Medical Commission (erstwhile Medical 
Council of india).
a writ petition was preferred by these students 
before the high Court of Delhi was dismissed. 
They have now challenged the same before 
Supreme Court. The matter is listed wednesday 
today before the bench headed by the Chief 
Justice of india.
The impugned regulations were notified on 
04.11.2019 and have restricted the maximum 
number of attempts to four to clear the first 
professional university exams. Consequently, 
the names of these students had been struck 
off from their respective Medical colleges/uni-
versities.

MoS Nityanand Rai

'isro took 
initiatives on 
missions to 
venus'

Replying to a written ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha Union 
Minister Jitendra Singh on 
Wednesday said that ISRO 
has taken initiatives for fea-
sibility studies on missions 
to Venus.

“Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) Sci-
ence & Technology; Min-
ister of State (Independent 
Charge) Earth Sciences; 
MoS PMO, Personnel, 
Public Grievances, Pen-
sions, Atomic Energy and 
Space, Dr Jitendra Singh 
today informed that ISRO 
has taken initiatives for fea-
sibility studies on missions 
to Venus as well as Aeron-
omy studies,” read an offi-
cial statement by the Union 
Department of Space. The 
term “aeronomy,” coined 
and introduced about 60 
years ago, refers to the sci-
entific study of the upper 
atmospheric regions of 
the Earth and other solar 
system bodies. It covers 
the chemistry, dynamics 
and energy balance of both 
neutral and charged par-
ticles.

“Both these missions are 
being conceptualized and 
the scientific scopes are be-
ing deliberated nationally 
with participation of science 
community,” said Singh.
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IN HIMACHAL 

Himachal Pradesh former 
Chief Minister Jai Ram 
Thakur on Tuesday said that 
the new Congress govern-
ment in the state is free to 
review the decisions of the 
previous government.

He said that simultaneously, 
they should also keep in mind 
that any decision they want to 
revert and cancel was taken 
in the public interest. He said 
if the Congress government 
terminates those decisions 
the opposition has the legal 
options open to challenge it 
in a court of Law. “If they will 
shut the institutions or offices 
that have been open in the 
public interest and for their 
convenience, then certainly 
legal actions are open for us 
and along with it, people’s 
movement will be against the 
government in the entire state. 
If the government will keep a 
way of working arbitrarily, 
then we will have these op-

tions.” said Jai Ram Thakur. 
He also alleged that Congress 
has many people in the fray 
as Deputy Chief Minister. 
“We readily accept public 
opinion and we have. Con-
gratulations to them and have 
given our best wishes. In Him-
achal Pradesh, a new start has 
begun of having a deputy chief 
minister along with the chief 
minister. 

Currently, only one dep-
uty chief minister has been 
formed, but many are con-
testing for the same. Chances 
in that direction are that they 
think it is a way to control 
the chief minister to keep a 

check on him,” said Thakur. 
He also said that there is 
no regional balance in the 
formation of the Chief Min-
ister and Deputy Chief Min-
ister of the government. 
“Secondly, if I talk about re-
gional balance, it seems there 
is a lack of it. But I don’t have 
any problem with it as it is their 
party’s decision. The Chief 
Minister came to meet me 
and we talked,” said Thakur. 
“I gave my best wishes to him 
and I also said that I hope that 
he will begin with a good start, 
but the order that has been 
passed yesterday without 
the cabinet formation, in one 

of the orders it seems that in 
Himachal Pradesh whatever 
decisions have been taken by 
the government since April 
1 be it opening of institu-
tions or development or big 
projects that we have sanc-
tioned, they have said that 
they will review it and later 
they will decide if they want 
to open it or not,” he added. 
He said shutting down the 
institutions will not be in the 
larger interest of the state. 
“I feel they need to understand 
that the code of conduct has 
been implemented recently, 
but the working period of an 
effective government and the 
institutions that have opened 
at that time and are function-
alized after that there is no 
propriety of closing them. It 
has never happened earlier 
than today. When our gov-
ernment was formed, we ran 
all the institutions that were 
running earlier. We did not 
shut down any institution,” 
said former CM.

New Govt free to review decisions 
of ours, says former CM Thakur

IN THE NET 

With the arrest of three ac-
cused from Bathinda, the 
Punjab Police have suc-
cessfully solved the double 
murder case of a Nakodar-
based cloth merchant and 
his Personal Security Officer 
(PSO) Mandeep Singh on 7 
December with the arrest of 
three shooters mastermind-
ed by US-based Amandeep 
Purewala alias Aman, a na-
tive of Nakodar, said Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) 
Punjab Gaurav Yadav here 
on Wednesday.

Those arrested have been 
identified as Khushkaran 
Singh alias Fauji of village 
Nangla in Talwandi Sabo, 
Bathinda; Kamaldeep Singh 
alias Deep of Vehan Diwan, 
Manga Singh alias Geeta alias 
Bicchu and Poh Wali. The 
Police teams have also recov-
ered one .30 bore Pistol used 
in the crime and a Safari Car 
used to conduct recce from 
the possession of arrested 
persons. On 7 December 

2022, at about 8.30 pm, five 
unknown persons shot dead 
Cloth Merchant Bhupinder 
Singh alias Timmy Chawla, 
while, his PSO Constable 
Mandeep Singh, who also 
received bullet shots, later 
succumbed to the injuries at 
Capitol Hospital in Jaland-
har. Notably, on 3 November 
2022, Jalandhar Rural Police 
on the complaint of Timmy 
Chawla, who stated that he 
received threat calls for ex-
tortion of Rs 30 lakhs, had 
registered an FIR under sec-
tions 387 and 506 of the IPC 
at Police Station Nakodar City 

and two security personnel 
were immediately provided 
to the protectee.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said 
that Police have also iden-
tified the two main con-
spirators as Amrik Singh 
of Bathinda and Gurinder 
Singh alias Ginda of Malri 
in Nakodar, who conducted 
recce, arranged shooters and 
weapons on directions of 
Amandeep Purewal, besides, 
identifying the remaining 
two shooters— Satpal alias 
Sajan and Thakur. “Police 
teams are on a manhunt to 
arrest the absconding shoot-

ers and both conspirators,” 
he said.

The DGP, while ruling out 
the association of Aman-
deep Purewal with any other 
gang or gangsters, said that 
the mastermind Amandeep 
Purewal, in a bid to float his 
new gang to create terror in 
the border state has made 
Timmy Chawla as his first 
target and made extortion 
calls to him while in the US. 
“Later, Amandeep Purewal 
along with Amrik Singh and 
Gurinder Ginda hatched a 
conspiracy to eliminate Tim-
my Chawla, and arranged 
five shooters, who opened 
fire at the victim and his PSO 
in the evening of 7 Decem-
ber,” he said, adding that the 
Punjab Police have success-
fully nipped this gang in the 
bud.

DGP Gaurav Yadav reiter-
ated that Punjab Police is 
committed to making Pun-
jab a safe and secure state as 
per the vision of Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann. 

Disclosing more details, 

SSP Jalandhar Rural Swaran-
deep Singh said that the dis-
trict police acted swiftly by 
constituting separate teams 
to work on different angles, 
some inmates were brought 
on production warrant from 
various Jails for questioning, 
and, technical investigation 
was conducted by analysis 
of CCTV footage and data 
from mobile service provid-
ers, which revealed some 
important clues which were 
further developed and led to 
the arrest of the accused. The 
perpetrators have no previ-
ous police record. Further 
investigation and searches 
are being conducted to appre-
hend the remaining accused 
shooters and conspirators 
who provided logistics, he 
added.

A separate case FIR no. 144 
dated 08.12.2022 had been 
registered under sections 
302, 307 and 34 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) and section 
25 of the Arms act at Police 
Station City Nakodar in this 
regard.

Punjab Police crack cloth merchant murder case
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FOR EFFICIENCY 

 With a view to bring in syner-
gy in the functioning of differ-
ent departments and stream-
lining of work, the Haryana 
Government has decided to 
merge and re-organize some 
departments having similar 
nature of work to improve 
administrative efficiency. 
The Directorate, Utilities and 
Authorities will continue to 
function as before. No staff 
cadres will be merged at 
present to avoid legal issues 
of seniority. A proposal to 
this effect was approved by 
the Haryana Cabinet which 
met under the Chairmanship 
of Chief Minister,  Manohar 
Lal here on Wednesday. 

As per the decision, now 
the departments of New and 
Renewable Energy has been 
merged with Power Depart-
ment and the nomenclature 
will be renamed as «Depart-

ment of Energy”. Similarly, 
the Welfare of Scheduled 
Castes and Backward Classes 
and Social Justice and Em-
powerment Department has 
been merged and now the 
name of the new department 
will be “Department of Social 
Justice, Empowerment, Wel-
fare of SCs and BCs and An-
tyodaya.» The Department of 
Higher Education, Technical 
Education and Science and 
Technology has been merged 
into a single department with 
the nomenclature as “De-

partment of Higher Edu-
cation”. The Archaeology 
and Museums Department 
has been merged with the 
Tourism Department and 
the nomenclature has been 
renamed as “Department of 
Heritage and Tourism”.

Similarly, the Forests and 
Wildlife Department and 
Department of Environ-
ment and Climate Change 
have been merged into a 
single department as “De-
partment of Environment, 
Forests and Wildlife.”

MASSIVE RESTRUCTURING OF GOVT 
DEPARTMENTS IN HARYANA 

NEW RULES 

IN PUNJAB

Haryana Cabinet which met 
under the Chairmanship 
of Chief minister, Manohar 
Lal, here on Wednesday ap-
proved a proposal regard-
ing amendments in several 
bills and rules. The cabinet 
gave nod to amendments 
in Haryana Civil Services 
(Leave) Rules, 2016 under 
which Child Care Leave of 
two years will be permissible 
to single male government 
employee as well.  

These Rules may be called 
the Haryana Civil Services 
(Leave) Amendment Rules, 
2022. They shall come 
into force from the date of 
their publication in the Of-
ficial Gazette. Now, a single 
male government employee 
meaning thereby - an un-
married, widower or legally 
divorcee government em-
ployee and a female govern-
ment employee can avail 
Child Care Leave for a maxi-

mum period of two years (i.e. 
730 days) during the entire 
service for taking care of 
her/his two eldest surviv-
ing children upto the age of 
18 years under the Hary-
ana Civil Services (leave) 
Amendment Rules, 2022.

Furthermore, as per the 
amendment, Child Care 
Leave has been granted to 
single male government 
employees apart from fe-
male government employees 
on the pattern of Govern-
ment of India by amending 
the Rule 46 of HCS (Leave) 
Rules, 2016. In the said 
rules, in rule 46, for sub-rule 
(1), the following sub-rule 
shall be substituted, namely, 
Child care leave shall be 
admissible for a maximum 
period of 730 days during 
the entire service for taking 
care of two eldest surviv-
ing children upto the age of 
eighteen years only provided 
that the period of 730 days 
includes the child care leave 

availed, if any, by the mother, 
as a female Government em-
ployee, while working under 
any State government or the 
Government of India prior 
to the submission of applica-
tion by a single male Govern-
ment employee of the same 
two eldest children.

The cabinet approved the 
draft of The Haryana Enter-
prises Promotion (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2022, further to 
amend the Haryana En-
terprises Promotion Act, 
2016. The proposed amend-
ment of section 3 (3) (iv) of 
Haryana Enterprises Pro-
motion Act, 2016, has been 
done to approve any incen-
tives, relaxations, exemp-
tions or grant clearances 
on the recommendations of 
the Empowered Executive 
Committee in Mega Proj-
ects and Ultra Mega Proj-
ects beyond the package of 
fiscal incentives under any 
policy for industrial devel-
opment  of any sector in force 

as notified by Government 
from time to time. Besides, 
Haryana Cabinet accorded 
approval to a proposal re-
garding an Amendment 
in Haryana  Chowkida-
ra (Watchman) Rules, 2013 
to provide for an Appellate 
Authority against the or-
ders passed by the Deputy 
Commissioner and to grant 
benefit of Employee Provi-
dent Fund (EPF) for Gramin 
Chowkidars.  In the Hary-
ana  Chowkidara  (Watch-
man) Rules, 2013 (herein-
after called the said rules), 
after rule 7, the rule namely, 
“7(A) Appeal against order 
of Deputy Commissioner- 
A person aggrieved by an 
order passed by the Deputy 
Commissioner under rule 7 
may within a period of Thir-
ty days from the date of such 
order, prefer an appeal to the 
Commissioner.   The Com-
missioner may after hearing 
the appeal, confirm, vary or 
reverse the order.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann-led Gov-
ernment has amended the 
state transport scheme per-
mitting only state-owned 
buses to enter Chandigarh. 
The decision has been taken 
to end the monopoly of pri-
vate buses owned by the 
Badal family and another pri-
vate bus mafia on the inter-
state routes, an official state-
ment said on Wednesday.

unjab Transport Minister 
Laljit Singh Bhullar, while 
confirming the development, 
said that the ‘Punjab Trans-
port Scheme-2018’, which 
the Congress Government 
formulated to give benefits to 
the Badal family and another 
private bus mafia, has been 
amended, the statement said. 
Under this scheme, entry 
of private Volvo buses into 
Chandigarh was made intact, 
which led to the sheer loot of 
the state exchequer at a large 
scale, added the statement. 
“The Badal family during 
its government’s two ten-
ures from 2007 to 2017, 
created various schemes to 
fulfil their personal inter-
ests, in which the Congress 

government also helped 
the Badals in running 
their transport businesses 
smoothly, including one of 
inter-state movement of their 
AC buses to Chandigarh”, 
said Laljit Singh Bhullar. 
The Transport Minis-
ter said, “Punjab Trans-
port Scheme-2018” has 
been amended to “Punjab 
Transport (Amendment) 
Scheme-2022”. 

With the amendment of Se-
rial No: B in Clause No-3 of 
the scheme, now only state 
transport undertaking buses 
can enter Chandigarh with 
their 100 per cent share. The 
insertion titled “Inter-State 
Route” in the Gazette notifi-
cation reads, “With the seat-
ing capacity of 39 or more, 
with the further condition 
that air-conditioned stage 
carriages shall be run only by 
the State Transport Under-
takings only out of their over-
all share in each category.” 
Cabinet Minister Laljit Singh 
Bhullar said that Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann-led 
government will not allow 
fulfilling the vested interests 
of Badals and their powerful 
associates at the sake of state 
exchequer. 

HARYANA CABINET APPROVES AMENDMENTS 
IN SEVERAL BILLS AND RULES

Only state-owned buses 
and not private buses to 
enter Chandigarh
TDG NETWORK
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POLICE CONTROVERSY 

A day after Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann’s display 

of resentment before media 
on premature repatriation 
of Punjab Cadre IPS Officer 
Kuldeep Singh Chahal, Pun-
jab Governor Banwarilal Pu-
rohit wrote back to the CM 
saying the action was taken 
after reports of “misconduct”. 
Chahal had joined as senior 
superintendent of police 
(SSP), Chandigarh, in Octo-
ber 2020 and was repatri-
ated to Punjab even though 
he still had 10 months re-

maining in his three-year 
tenure.

“The contents of the letter 
demonstrate the stern reac-
tion of Punjab Governor Ban-
wari Lal Purohit and it says 
that due care has not been 
taken to ascertain the facts 
while writing the said letter 
and dispatching it. Had that 
care been taken, then such 
a letter could not have been 
written at, in the first place 
and It must be noted,” Pu-
rohit, who is also the UT ad-
ministrator, said in his letter.

“When serious inputs start-
ed coming about the miscon-
duct of SSP U.T. Chahal, I as-

certained their authenticity 
from reliable sources, after 
which, I communicated tele-
phonically with the Chief 
Secretary, Punjab on No-
vember 28, 2022, my deci-
sion to remove Chahal, SSP 
U.T. from critical post. At the 
same time I advised him to 
send a panel of efficient IPS 
officers for the post of SSP, 
U.T. I also told him that DGP, 
U.T. Praveer Ranjan, will ap-
prise you of the facts,” he 
added.

The letter further adds, 
“Accordingly Praveer Ran-
jan met CS, Punjab, on No-
vember 30 at 4.30 pm and 

narrated the details of the 
case and also requested for 
a panel, to be sent by govern-
ment of Punjab. The same 
day, Advisor U.T. Adminis-
tration also talked to the CS 
telephonically and made a 
request for sending a panel. 
Chief Secretary, Punjab also 
met me in my office on that 
very same day at around 
5.30 pm and apart from dis-
cussing other matters, he 
was also advised by me, to 
send a panel of IPS officers, 
as early as possible. Kuldeep 
Chahal, IPS, too called on 
me on November 30 and he 
was clearly told that he had 

to go back to his Punjab Cad-
re. Since during this period 
you were busy, campaigning 
in Gujarat assembly poll, it 
was not possible for me to 
contact you.”

The governor added, “You 
also raised unnecessary issue 
of Punjab versus Haryana in 
this connection which is not 
applicable in this case of ad-
hoc appointment, for a very 
short period i.e. for a week or 
two. I wish you should have 
considered these aspects be-
fore writing a letter to me.” 
Purohit also lambasted the 

CM Mann, saying, “Yester-
day I had written to you a let-
ter about a serious complaint 
of custodial rape and extor-
tion by SP Ashish Kapoor. 
The complaint was made 
by MLA North (Amritsar) 
(Kunwar) Vijay Partap Singh, 
in a video clip, who was then 
IG Punjab and I am pained to 
learn that no concrete action 
was taken on that complaint. 
I desire you to take a look at 
these facts. Adviser UT has 
already requested you to 
send a panel of IPS officers 
for the post of SSP, U.T.”

PUNJAB GOVERNOR TO CM MANN: ‘MISCONDUCT’ 
LEADS TO IPS KULDEEP CHAHAL’S REPATRIATION 

TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Governor Banwarilal Purohit CM Bhagwant Mann Kuldeep Singh Chahal

CM Manohar Lal Khattar

DGP Punjab Gaurav Yadav at a press conference on Wednesday.

Himachal Pradesh former Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur
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SAD SLAMS CHIEF MINISTER 
The Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) on Wednesday asked 
chief minister Bhagwant Mann to clarify to the people of 
Punjab that why he had lied that the UT administration 
had not asked the Punjab government to send a panel 
of officers to replace IPS Kuldeep Chahal. Asserting that 
lying and embarrassing Punjab and Punjabis had be-
come a second nature for the chief minister, senior SAD 
leader Dr Daljit Singh Cheema said it was condemnable 
that the former had made a mockery of governance by 
writing misleading letters and even making outlandish 
claims without any substantive grounds. He said now it 
was incumbent on the chief minister to explain why he 
had made a wrong claim that the UT Administration did 
not ask the Punjab government for a panel of officers 
after taking a decision to remove SSP Kuldeep Chahal.



continued from page 1

china increasingly assertive, we  
support indian stand: uS

and China to utilize existing bilateral channels to discuss 
disputed boundaries.” 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh told Parliament on 
Tuesday that Chinese troops had attempted to trans-
gress the LAC at Yangtse in Tawang sector of Arunachal 
Pradesh in a bid to “unilaterally change the status quo” 
but were given a firm and resolute response forcing the 
Chinese side to retreat. In his statement in both the Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha, Singh said the face-off led to a 
physical scuffle that led to injuries to a few personnel on 
both sides but “there was no fatalities or serious casual-
ties” to Indian soldiers. 

chaos in parliament, 17 opposition 
parties stage walkout of rS  

National security is a major concern.” 
CPI (M) MP John Brittas said we don’t know why the gov-

ernment is not ready to hold a debate on the clash between 
Indian and Chinese troops on the LAC. JDU said, “We asked 
for a discussion on Chinese aggression on LAC” 

CPI said this is an insult to the House as the government is 
not ready to hold a discussion on the border clash.  Congress 
MP Nasir Hussain said all these 17 parties held a discussion 
on the Chinese aggression earlier in the day in the House 
and we have decided to raise several public issues. 

“We had to walk out on the issue yesterday and today too 
on the clash between Indian and Chinese soldiers on the 
LAC. In the next few days, we will keep raising some other 
issues of public interest,” Hussain said. 

The MPs demanded the suspension of ‘Zero Hour’ to have 
a discussion on the issue which needs immediate measures 
to combat such aggressions and protect India’s interests 
along the international border.

‘Weak-kneed’, congress on BJp’s 
response on border clash 

Chouhan’s 2016 remark and referred to it when he tweet-
ed, “A reminder of similarities between BJP and the Com-
munist Party of China! Is this the reason for the weak-kneed 
response to Chinese incursions.”

aiimS server attack originated from 
china: govt sources 

also been suspended for the alleged breach of cyber se-
curity. 

AIIMS authorities in a statement issued stated that the 
e-Hospital data has been restored. “The eHospital data has 
been restored on the servers. The network is being sanitized 
before the services can be restored. The process is taking 
some time due to the volume of data and the large number 
of servers/computers for the hospital services. Measures are 
being taken for cyber security,” they had said. 

“All hospital services, including outpatient, in-patient, 
laboratories, etc continue to run on manual mode,” the 
statement had said. 

Earlier this month, a special cell of Delhi Police launched 
an investigation into the attack on the computer system at 

AIIMS Delhi. 
According to official sources, a team of the Central Foren-

sic Lab (CFSL) has been pressed into service to check the 
infected server of the AIIMS Delhi to identify the source of 
the malware attack. 

Bike-borne men throw acid at minor 
girl in delhi, girl critical 

further investigation is going on,” Delhi Police said. 
The father of the victim said, “My two daughters were go-

ing to school at 7:29 am, but later around 7:35 am my young-
er daughter returned home and told me that two boys have 
thrown acid on her elder sister. The accused had their face 
covered which can be seen in a CCTV footage.” 

Her condition is not good and we are very worried. We 
have spoken to the police, the father added. Mother of the 
victim said, “My younger daughter came rushing and told 
me that acid was thrown at her elder sister. Her condition 
is not good.” 

DCP Dwarka M Harshvardhan added, “She is under 
treatment and is stated to be stable. She has received 8 per 
cent burn injuries. One boy has been detained and is being 
questioned.”

Meanwhile, Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) on 
Wednesday issued notice to Delhi Police to arrest the at-
tackers and to give strict punishment to them in case of an 
acid attack on a school student in Delhi. 

Chairperson, Delhi Commission for Women Swati Mali-
wal said, “We have issued notice to Delhi Police to arrest 
the attackers and to give strict punishment to them. We are 
helping the victim and her family. But the biggest question 
here is why retail sale of acid isn’t banned, even after several 
notices.” 

National Commission for Women (NCW) is taking cogni-
zance of the acid attack that took place on a girl in Delhi. A 
team from the Commission will be reaching the hospital to 
inquire into the matter and to provide every possible help 
to the victim.

no claim until Sc verdict: Shah on 
border dispute 

hile talking to reporters, Shah said “The meeting between 
Maharashtra and Karnataka on the border issue was held 
in a positive atmosphere today.” 

“I had called Maharashtra Chief Minister and Deputy 
CM, Karnataka Chief Minister, Home Minister, and other 
senior leaders. Keeping a positive approach, Chief Ministers 
of both states agreed that a resolution should be reached in 
a constitutional manner,” he said. 

Shah said that no party will make any “claim” against each 
other until the Supreme Court gives a decision on the mat-
ter. “Until the Supreme Court gives the decision in the mat-
ter, none of the two states will make any claim on each other. 
Three ministers from both sides will meet and discuss the 
issue. The ministers will also resolve other issues pending 
between the two states,” he said. 

He also urged the opposition parties of both states to not 
“politicise” the issue.

“I urge the opposition parties of both Maharashtra and 
Karnataka not to politicise this issue. We should wait for 
the outcome of the discussions of the committee formed to 
resolve this issue and the decision of the Supreme Court. I 

am confident that NCP, Congress, and the Uddhav Thac-
keray group will cooperate,” he said. 

After the implementation of the State Reorganization 
Act, of 1956, the Maharashtra government demanded the 
readjustment of its border with Karnataka. Following this, 
a four-member committee was formed by both states. 

Maharashtra government had expressed willingness to 
transfer 260 predominantly Kannada-speaking 260 vil-
lages, but it was turned down by Karnataka.

Now, both the Karnataka and Maharashtra governments 
have approached the Supreme Court to expedite the matter, 
and the matter is still pending. 

Jaishankar to give a strong message 
to pakistan, china on terrorism 
terrorists operating from territories under the control of 
Pakistan, sources told The Daily Guardian. He will come 
heavily down on the countries (read Pakistan and China) 
for double standard on terrorism, diplomatic sources said.

“The high-level briefing on Counter Terrorism will seek 
to promote consensus amongst Council Members on the 
broad principles of a global counter-terror architecture and 
aim to further build upon the Delhi Declaration adopted 
during the Special Meeting of the Counter-Terrorism Com-
mittee held on 28-30 October in Mumbai and New Delhi,” 
a statement from Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said. 
This session will be the second of the two signature events 
India is hosting under its presidency of UNSC. The first ses-
sion was held on 14 December on reformed multilateralism 
at the Security Council in New York.

Sources said that India’s Permanent Representative to UN, 
Ruchira Kamboj has already readied facts and real-time 
data on terror activities emanating from Pakistan that will 
be used by Jaishankar to make his points forcefully dur-
ing the briefing. Worth recalling here is the fact that China 
has on many occasions blocked US-India joint resolution 
to blacklist Pakistan based terrorists at the UNSC. “EAM 
Jaishankar will make a veiled reference to the same, while 
targeting the countries (Pakistan and China) for protecting 
terrorists,” sources said.  

Ahead of Jaishankar’s visit to New York, a concept note 
was circulated by India in the U.N. Security Council, which 
said “the era of classifying terrorists as “bad” or “good” on 
the basis of “political convenience” must end immediately. 
This is being viewed as New Delhi setting the tone and tenor 
of the narrative ahead of signature events one of which will 
focus on terrorism. In a straight talk on terrorism, Jaishan-
kar recently took a swipe at Pakistan and China over their 
position in combating terrorism. He said that terror is ter-
ror, and there must not be any double standard on this. He 
outlined practical steps to be taken by countries, including 
sharing of real-time information, to counter terrorists. This 
is the last month of India’s non-permanent membership of 
the prestigious council.

 

credit to gujarat unit for poll victory: 
pm
to Gujarat state unit and its president C.R. Patil. Also, 
he extended congratulations to J.P. Nadda and BJP 
workers for the victory. He said it is an example of 
party’s organizational strength how a party can achieve 
such results. The results achieved on the basis of work 

done in Gujarat.” 
BJP swept the Gujarat Assembly election winning a whop-

ping 156 seats in the 182-member Assembly, which is the 
highest number of seats any party has won after the forma-
tion of the state in the year 1960.

Boost to dynastic politics: Stalin’s 
son udhayanidhi cabinet minister

and Sports Development Portfolio at Raj Bhavan. 
After taking charge, Udayanidhi paid respects to former 

Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu the Late CN Annadurai at 
his memorial. 

“I thanked and congratulated the ever-leading Hon’ble 
Chief Minister @mkstalin for giving me the opportunity to 
participate in the Dravidian model government cabinet that 
implements social justice programs and protects the welfare 
of Tamils. I will always work with responsibility without 
considering it as a position,” tweeted Udhayanidhi in Tamil. 

The number of ministers in the Stalin cabinet now stands 
at 35. 

The MLA from Chepauk-Thiruvallikeni Assembly Con-
stituency in Tamil Nadu made his electoral debut in 2021 
assembly election in the state. He has also dabbled in films 
and has acted in several films. 

Udhayanidhi’s father Stalin became MLA in 1989 and he 
was inducted by his father M Karunanidhi in the cabinet 
in 2006. 

Opposition parties in the state primarily the AIADMK 
and the BJP has criticised the dynastic politics of Udhaya-
nidhi’s elevation as a cabinet minister. 

‘Sharabi ho tum’: nitish screams at 
BJp mLas over hooch tragedy

At least five people in Chhapra died after allegedly con-
suming spurious liquor, said police and warned the toll 
could rise. The police in Ishauvpur area have called the 
deaths “suspicious” as they continue with probe and post-
mortems.

“Three died, bodies sent for postmortem, these look like 
suspicious deaths. I have also received information that 
some more are receiving treatment at different places,” 
said the SP.

Speeding car runs over teenage girls, 
2 dead

accident from Maruti Swift silver colour no.DL-9CX 1207 
driven by Arun Sharma s/o Ravi Sharma r/o J-93C Adhy-
apak Nagar Nangloi Delhi,” said Delhi Police in an official 
statement. 

A case under sections 279/337/304 A was registered in 
this regard. 

“Both injured were shifted to Pushpanjali Hospital and 
later referred to Action Balaji hospital where Manvi was 
declared dead and due to the non-availability of a ventilator, 
Vanshika Mishra was hospitalized in Maharaja Agrasen 
Hospital. During treatment, she expired today in the morn-
ing. The body of the deceased Manvi was shifted yesterday 
and Vanshika was shifted today to the Mortuary of Sanjay 
Gandhi hospital. Postmortem was conducted,” the state-
ment added.

another fLaShpoint?

diScipLinary action
diSproportionate aSSetS caSe firm Stand

after KarnataKa, Border diSpute may eScaLate 
BetWeen maharaShtra and teLangana

SHO sent to lines after 
3 policemen drink, fight 
inside police station in Delhi 

ED attaches properties worth Rs 1.62 cr 
of former IAS officer in Kerala  

need for reformS in united 
nationS, SayS JaiShanKar

After the Maharashtra-
Karnataka border 
row, a Maharashtra-

Telangana border dispute 
may escalate as 14 villages of 
Chandrapur district in the 
western state bordering the 
Telugu one, have expressed 
interest to join the latter al-
leging continuous neglect 
and lack of development by 
the former. 

Although, all these 14 villag-

es--geographically located in 
remote Jivati tehsil of Chan-
drapur district--are part of 
Maharashtra the dependence 
of these villages is more on 
Telangana. These 14 hamlets 
have lagged behind in devel-
opment due to the govern-
ment’s negligence and lack 
of developmental projects. 
The villages have to struggle 
for basic facilities like roads 
and water; because of this, 
the local people resent the 
Maharashtra government. 

Earlier Andhra Pradesh 

and now Telangana (after 
division) have started giv-
ing special attention to these 
14 hamlets. The Telangana 
government is providing fa-
cilities like Gram Panchayat 
building, school, water tanks 
and other basic facilities.

The administration of 
Telangana is constantly 
reaching out to these people, 
and villagers are taking ad-
vantage of the social welfare 
scheme of the Telangana gov-
ernment. Although legally 
these villages are a part of 

Maharashtra, the Telangana 
government is continuously 
attracting the people of these 
villages with its schemes.

The farmers are also get-
ting benefits from schemes 
like Rytu Bandhu, on the 
other hand, financial grants 
for the marriage of girls, and 
pensions for the elderly are 
attracting people. 

All these 14 villages figure 
in the voter’s list of both the 
states and the people there 
enjoy dual identity, entitling 
them to take benefits of all 

the basic facilities including 
political status from both 
Telangana and Maharashtra. 

Sudhakar Jadhav, deputy 
sarpanch of the border Nake-
wada village, said that most 
of the people of 14 border 
villages are connected with 
Telangana, compared to Ma-
harashtra, the people’s repre-
sentatives, government and 
administration of Telangana 
are paying more attention to 
these villages, due to which 
people feel connected with 
Telangana. 
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Enforcement Directorate 
has attached properties 
worth Rs 1.62 crore of for-
mer IAS officer T.O. Sooraj 
under PMLA in connection 
with the Disproportionate 
Assets (DA) case.

The properties attached 
include vacant land situat-
ed in Kerala, fixed deposits, 
bank balance and invest-
ment in shares, held in his 
name as well purchased/ 
held in the name of his fam-
ily members. According to 
an official statement, ED 
initiated a money launder-
ing investigation on the ba-
sis of a charge sheet filed by 

the Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau, special cell, 
Ernakulam against Sooraj 
wherein he was charged 
for amassing wealth dis-
proportionate to his known 
sources of income. During 
the course of the investiga-
tion, it was unearthed that 
Sooraj had purchased sev-
eral landed properties as 
well as vehicles in the name 
of his wife and in the name 
of their children.

Further, it was also found 
that he had purchased a ve-
hicle in benami name of his 
associate. Sooraj had uti-
lised the illegitimate money 
to acquire several proper-
ties in the name of his fam-
ily members and associate.

Earlier, the ED had at-
tached Proceeds of Crime in 
the form of various movable 
and immovable properties 
totally worth Rs 8.81 Crore 
held as well as in the name 
of his family members and 
associate.

With the present attach-
ment, the total attachment, 
in this case, has reached 
to Rs 10.43 crore. Further 
investigation is under pro-
cess.

Sooraj joined Kerala Gov-
ernment Service in the year 
1980 as a Forest Ranger and 
subsequently was conferred 
IAS Cadre with effect from 
1994. He had served in sev-
eral departments in Kerala 
Government. 

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar on Wednes-
day stressed the need for 
reforms in the United Na-
tions while presiding over 
high-level ministerial sig-
nature events of India’s 
ongoing presidency of the 
UN Security Council. 

Speaking at the event, he 
said, “While the debate on 
reforms has meandered 
aimlessly, the real world 
meantime has changed 
dramatically. We see that 
in  terms of  economic 
prosperity, technology ca-
pabilities, political influ-

ence, and developmental 
progress,” at the UNSC 
Open Debate on ‘Main-
tenance of International 
Peace & Security: New 
Orientation for Reformed 
Multilateralism.’ 

“ The call  for change 
has been accelerated by 
growing stresses on the 
international system that 
we have experienced in 
recent years. On the one 
hand, they have brought 
out the inequities and 
inadequacies of the way 
the world currently func-
tions. On the other, they 
have also highlighted that 
a larger and deeper col-
laboration is necessary to 

find solutions,” said Jais-
hankar.

He said that these de-
bates and its outcome will 
not only help determine 
what kind of UN we wish 
to see but also the global 
order that best reflects 
contemporary realities.

“Need for a New Orienta-
tion for a Reformed Multi-
lateral System or NORMS, 
as we have titled it, flows 
from this widespread rec-
ognition. While the mat-
ter concerns the fullest 
constituency of member 
states, UNSC too has an 
important stake in the 
consideration of this cru-
cial question,” he added. 

The Station House Officer 
(SHO) of Amar Colony Po-
lice Station was sent to lines 
and three more policemen 
were suspended after the 
three indulged in a brawl 
inside the police station in a 
drunken state. Incidentally, 
two of the accused inspectors 
were already under suspen-
sion. The incident happened 
at the Amar Colony police sta-
tion. As per the DD entry by 
an inspector, three policemen 
drank alcohol and then got 
into a brawl, inside the po-
lice station, leaving the head 
constable injured.

Inspector Jagjeevan Ram 
while on duty heard some 
noises of screaming and fight-
ing from inside the station. 
On reaching the first floor, 
he found the head constable 
Ravinder Giri in a drunk and 
injured condition.

On being questioned, the 
injured policeman started 
misbehaving with the inspec-
tor only, after which he was 
stopped by the other police-
men.

It was later found that the 
head constable Ravinder Giri, 
sub-inspector Vivek, and 
head constable Sunil were 
drinking alcohol in the po-
lice station, after which they 
indulged in some arguments. 

Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma on Wednesday called on Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi. Emerging out of the meeting, the MP said, “It was 
my privilege to meet the Home Minister today.” 
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CLAIM

Uttar Pradesh Finance Min-
ister Suresh Kumar Khanna 
on Wednesday said that the 
aim is to make Uttar Pradesh 
a USD1 trillion economy.

He was addressing the UP 
Global Investors Summit 
‘New India Growth Engine 
Programme’, New York. 
“Uttar Pradesh’s exports 
were Rs 88 thousand crores, 
which has increased to Rs 
1.56 lakh crore today. 

Our economy did well 
even during the time of 
Corona. We want to make 
Uttar Pradesh a $1 tril-
lion economy,” he said.  
He further said that the 
state has electricity, se-
curity, land, and connec-
tivity and the target is to 
invest Rs 10 lakh crores. 
“UP has electricity, secu-
rity, land, and connectivity. 
Our target is for an invest-
ment of Rs 10 lakh crores. 
Netherlands, Denmark, 
Singapore, France, the UK, 
and Mauritius have shown 
enthusiasm,” he added. 
Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Ad-

ityanath addressed the 
Global Investors Summit 
through a video message. 
Lauding the work done 
by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi CM Yogi said 
that Uttar Pradesh has 
emerged as the growth en-
gine of New India today. 
   “Following Prime Min-
ister’s mantra ‘Reform, 
Perform, Transform’, Ut-
tar Pradesh has emerged 
as the growth engine of 
New India today,” he said. 
He further added that under 
the leadership of PM Modi 
India emerged as the favou-
rite destination for investors. 
“Under the leadership 
of PM Modi India has 

emerged as the fav des-
tination for investors. 
In the past eight years, we 
have witnessed a new era 
of political stability and 
good governance in the 
country,” said CM Yogi. 
CM Yogi said that invest-
ment projects worth Rs 4 
lakh crore were launched 
in UP which is a mark of 
trust that the investors 
have placed in the new UP. 
“Uttar Pradesh with abun-
dant natural resources is a 
leading state in ease of doing 
business with good gover-
nance, zero policy against 
crime and corruption and 
more than 25 investment-
friendly industrial policies. 

Uttar Pradesh has joined 
the state with modern in-
frastructure,” said CM Yogi. 
Underlining the Gross 
State Domestic Product 
(GSDP) estimate of the 
state he said that the GSDP 
has had an increase of 65 
per cent over 2016-2017. 
“The state’s GSDP is esti-
mated to be Rs 21 lakh crore 
in the year 2022-2023, which 
is a 65 per cent increase over 
2016-2017 and the state’s 
economy has grown by 11 
per cent during this period,” 
said CM Yogi.

In a bid to bring invest-
ment to Uttar Pradesh, 
various delegates of the Yogi 
government have travelled 
to different countries in-
cluding the US to convince 
investors to invest in the 
state, according to an offi-
cial statement on Tuesday. 
“The result of these efforts of 
Team Yogi is that investors 
from different countries are 
not only ready to invest big 
in Uttar Pradesh, they are 
also eager to participate in 
the Global Investors Summit 
to be held in February, next 
year,” the statement said.

Want to make Uttar Pradesh USD 
1tn economy: UP Finance Minister

CRACKED UNFORTUNATE

Narcotics Control Bureau 
(NCB) Mumbai has busted 
an inter-state drug traffick-
ing syndicate supplying 
drugs in Dharavi, Mumbai. 
Five persons have also been 
arrested in a well-coordi-
nated operation conducted 
over four days, as informed 
by the NCB.

A total of illicitly diverted 
1407 CBCS bottles (140 kgs) 
and 6000 Nitrazepam tab-
lets (3.6 kgs) were seized 
from Mumbai, Thane and 
Navi Mumbai in multiple 
on-field operations, con-
firmed by the NCB. NCB 
had information from inter-
nal sources that a Mumbai-
based syndicate was actively 
involved in the inter-state 
trafficking of illicitly divert-
ed pharmaceutical drugs. 
According to NCB during 
the investigation, a couple 
Z.Qureshi and S.Z.Qureshi 
was identified as based 
in Kopar khairane, Navi 
Mumbai who was allegedly 
dealing in the procurement 
and supply of drugs. Later it 

was found, that they used to 
store drugs on the premise 
of Kopar khairane. More-
over, they were distributing 
the drugs mainly in Dharavi, 
Mumbai. Based on the spe-
cific output, 920 CBCS bot-
tles were seized from their 
possession. The couple ar-
rested by NCB revealed that 
they used to procure the 
drugs from a person named 
R. Singh during the interro-
gation.

According to NCB, a trap 
was laid to apprehend Singh 
at Sion. Soon, Singh was ap-
prehended and confessed 
his involvement as a carrier 
in operation and street-level 
peddling. He was also man-
aging the logistical support 
to other persons for the 
movement and distribu-
tion of the drugs. After in-
terrogating the said three 
persons, more drug-deal in-
formation was intercepted. 
Another distributor from 
Mira Road was obtained. 
On the basis of that, discreet 
surveillance was mounted 
in Mira Road, Thane area. 
Subsequent intelligence 

confirmed that a person 
named D. Kaushal was ar-
riving with a consignment 
for handover. As soon as 
the suspect arrived on Mira 
road, Thane, he was im-
mediately intercepted and 
6000 Nitrazepam tablets 
and 7 CBCS bottles were re-
covered. During further in-
vestigation, a person named 
Pandey based in the Kandi-
vali area of Mumbai was 
identified. He was involved 
in procurement and further 
illicit drug supply in Mum-
bai. Tactful management 
and specific intelligence con-
firmed that he was to deliver 
a CBCS consignment on 
December 12. Immediately, 
another follow-up field op-
eration was launched.

The team waited for Pan-
dey to arrive for the said 
delivery. In a short while, 
Pandey confirmed his ar-
rival and as the NCB team 
physically confirmed about 
his presence with consign-
ment, he was intercepted. 
During a  search,  480 
CBCS bottles were seized  
from him.

NCB Mumbai busts inter-state drug 
trafficking syndicate, arrests five
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI 

DEMONSTRATIONS

The Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC) has 
given a call to protest the arrest 
of several of its leaders over al-
leged derogatory posts against 
Telangana Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao and the 
ruling state government.

According to police, Hyder-
abad Cyber Crime Depart-
ment conducted searches at 
the office of Sunil Kanugolu, 
who is working for Congress 
as a political strategist in Telan-
gana. The Cyber Crime police 
said that it had on Tuesday 
night conducted a raid on the 
party’s war room and seized 
several computers. “We have 
registered five First Informa-
tion Reports (FIR) based on 
five different complaints for al-
legedly making derogatory re-
marks on social media against 
the opposition party. We came 
to know that the posts were 
made from this place,” said 
KVM Prasad, (Cyber Crime 
ACP). The TPCC said it is pro-
testing the house arrest of its 

leaders, Mallu Ravi, Anil Ya-
dav and another senior leader.

Manickam Tagore, Congress 
Telangana state incharge 
tweeted, “Without following 
due process of law, KCR po-
lice have arrested our staff. No 
search warrant, no notice un-
der 41A CrPC given. Complete 
violation of SC judgment in DK 
Basu case. @KTRTRS & Com-
mi CV Anand will be held ac-
countable for this lawlessness”.

“For this FB post Telangana 
Congress War room headed 
by #SunilKanugolu team at 
Hyderabad was raided and 50 
computers taken ... Data stolen 
... Five of our Professional part-
ners arrested illegally without 

FIR .. Now I am posting the 
same let @TelanganaCMO 
arrest me ... #HitlerKCR,”he 
tweeted. Telangana Congress 
tweeted, “Telangana Congress 
chief Revanth Reddy @re-
vanth_anumula was targeted 
by two senior BJP leaders, in-
cluding the finance minister, in 
Parliament. Now in Telangana, 
B-Team Terasa is attacking and 
seizing the Congress strate-
gist’s offices. Fear of Terasa-BJP 
means victory of Congress!”.

It is learnt that Police are ex-
aming the personal comput-
ers and laptops seized and are 
looking into the social media 
pages being run by Kanugolu 
team.

TELANGANA CONGRESS PROTESTS AFTER 
POLICE RAIDS KANUGOLU’S OFFICE
TDG NETWORK
HYDERABAD   

ULTIMATUM

CAPTIVITY

Calling the Eastern Rajast-
han Canal Project a lifeline 
for 13 districts of the state, 
Congress leader Sachin Pi-
lot on Wednesday categori-
cally said that the Opposition 
should not indulge in politics 
concerning the project, add-
ing that the Congress gov-
ernment has committed Rs 
9,500 cr for the project.

“There should not be any 
politics on this because 13 
districts will be benefitted 
from this project. The state 
government has committed 
Rs 9,500 cr and will continue 
to work on it.’’ His statement 
comes after Union Minister 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
alleged that the Rajasthan 
government “is not keen on 
completing and implement-
ing the project on time.”

Refuting his claim Sachin 
said, “PM Modi twice assured 
to make the Eastern Rajas-
than Canal project (ERC) a 
national project. Now when 
the state government has 
started working on it, there is 
no need to create delusions.’’ 
He further said that “The Op-

position (BJP) is making false 
allegations as state Assembly 
polls are just 12 months away. 
We should work for the wel-
fare of the people.” Rajasthan 
Congress MLA Sachin Pilot 
had asked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to declare 
the Eastern Rajasthan Canal 
Project as a National Canal 
Project.

In the letter, Pilot wrote 
that Eastern Rajasthan Ca-
nal Project is responsible for 
the welfare of nearly half the 
population (of the state).

“Agriculture and animal 
husbandry are the major oc-
cupations in 13 districts, while 
the continuous decrease in 
groundwater availability has 
adversely affected the agri-
culture sector. Apart from 
this, many blocks are not de-

veloped due to the dang area. 
NITI Aayog has also included 
districts like Karauli and 
Dholpur in the list of semi-
developed areas,” he wrote. 
He wrote that the availability 
of water is important for the 
development of any area and 
hence the concept of Eastern 
Rajasthan Canal Project has 
been prepared and placed be-
fore the Central Government.

Pilot said that Rajasthan 
covers 10 per cent of India’s 
total landmass, and consist 
of 5.5 per cent of the country’s 
total population. Despite this, 
surface water here is only 1.16 
per cent of the entire country 
and groundwater is 1.72 per 
cent of the total. “245 blocks 
out of 295 blocks in Rajasthan 
have been declared dark or 
critical. Therefore, the Rajas-
than government has devel-
oped a permanent solution to 
the drinking water problem 
of 13 districts of Jhalawar, 
Baran, Kota, Bundi, Sawai 
Madhopur, Ajmer, Tonk, Jai-
pur, Dausa, Karauli, Alwar, 
Bharatpur and Dhaulpur and 
to develop an irrigation area 
of about three lakh hectares 
in eastern Rajasthan.

Six people were killed and 
21 others injured in Uttar 
Pradesh early Wednesday 
when a private bus collided 
with a DCM on the Agra Luc-
know Expressway.

The incident occurred 
around 4.30 am near the Na-
gla Khangar police station 
area when the bus carrying 
around 50 passengers was 
headed to Uttar Pradesh’s Rae 
Bareli from Punjab’s Ludhi-
ana. After covering 61 km on 
the expressway, the bus col-
lided with the Direct Current 
Motor vehicle, a large loader-
kind of truck, and plunged 
down as the rails broke. The 
incident was immediately in-
formed to the authorities and 
police and the injured were 
rushed to the hospitals.

SP Ranvijay Singh said 19 
passengers with minor inju-
ries were sent to their onward 
destination by another bus 
after administering first aid, 
while six people died on the 
spot. 

A special court in Indore on 
Tuesday sentenced eight con-
victs to a maximum of seven 
years of rigorous imprison-
ment in a 2013 Vyapam scam 
and imposed a cumulative 
fine of Rs 6500.

The special court of Justice 
Sanjay Kumar Gupta con-
victed eight accused under 
sections 419, 465, 467, 468 
of IPC and section 3/4 of the 
Affiliated Examination Act, 
1937. Special Public Prosecu-
tor Sanjay Sharma said, “The 
four convicts had appeared in 
place of four others during an 
entrance examination for an 
animal husbandry diploma 
course on May 19, 2013 at 
Holkar Science College. They 
were caught by the superin-
tendent Sanjay Vyas.”

“Ankit Singh, Azaz Ahmed, 
Anoop and Avinash Kumar 
were taking exams in place 

of Makan Singh, Devendra, 
Ameer Holkar and Rama 
Damor respectively. After that 
a case was registered against 
them in the police station,” 
Sharma said. The police ar-
rested all the accused and a 
charge sheet was produced in 
the court. After the trial, the 
court found them guilty and 
sentenced them under vari-
ous sections for a maximum 
of seven years of imprison-
ment, Sharma added. Earlier 
in October a special CBI court 
in Indore sentenced a man 
to seven years of imprison-
ment and imposed a fine of Rs 
10,000 in the Vyapam scam.

The court of Additional Ses-
sion Judge (CBI) Sanjay Ku-
mar Gupta convicted solver 
Vinay Kumar Mehta, a resi-
dent of Bihar under sections 
419, 420, 467, 468, 471 of IPC 
for fraud, forgery of douments 
and sections 3(D)(1)(2)/4 of 
MPRE act.

'OPPOSITION SHOULD NOT INDULGE IN POLITICS 
OVER EASTERN RAJASTHAN CANAL PROJECT'

6 KILLED IN 
AGRA LUCKNOW 
EXPRESSWAY 
ACCIDENT

MP: Court sentences 
8 convicts in Vyapam 
scam case to 7 years RI
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'LACK OF TRANSPARNENCY'

A group of 94 former 
BMC corporators 
has written to Chief 

Minister Eknath Shinde, al-
leging a “lack of transparen-
cy” and “corruption” in the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal 
Corporation ever since the 
term of the city’s 227 cor-
porators ended this March. 
The elections to the wealthi-
est civic body were sched-
uled for this October but 
have been postponed on ac-
count of the issues of OBC 
reservations and delimita-
tion of wards pending in the 
courts.

 State-appointed admin-
istrator and Municipal 
Commissioner Iqbal Singh 
Chahal is now the lone ad-
ministrator of the BMC and 

his writ runs unchallenged. 
The lead signatories of the 
letter included floor leaders 
of Shiv Sena Mayor Kishori 
Pednekar, Samajwadi Party 
leader Raees Sheikh, Con-
gress LoP Ravi Raja, and 
NCP’s leader Rakhi Jadhav. 

The letter stated that a” 
lack of transparency and 
accountability, ad hoc and 
arbitrary transfer, finan-
c i a l  m i s m a n age m e nt ” 
has led to the collapse of 
civic administration and 
governance of Mumbai. 

“Ninety-Four former BMC 
corporators from different 
political parties, including 
Shiv Sena, NCP, Samajwadi 
Party and MNS, have writ-
ten a letter to Maharashtra 
CM Eknath Shinde, alleg-
ing lack of transparency 
and financial mismanage-
ment in BMC under the 
rule of state-appointed 
administrator and munici-
pal commissioner, Iqbal 
Singh Chahal,” said Oppo-
sition leader in BMC and 
Congress leader Ravi Raja. 
“It has been close to a year 
now that the term of the 
corporators has ended and 
the state government has 
appointed an administra-
tor. By the time the BMC 
polls are held, the admin-
istrator will complete a 
year in office holding the 

dual charge. We are deeply 
disturbed by the state of 
affairs of BMC,” said the  
letter.

Refuting the allegations, 
BMC commissioner Cha-
hal said, “There is no lack 
of transparency as 100 per 
cent of resolutions pertain-
ing to decisions taken by 
BMC are transparently 
available on the BMC web-
site for anybody’s scrutiny, 
without exception(since 
the tenure of Administrator 
started w.e.f March 8, 22).” 
“The financial position of 
BMC is excellent. 

The financial reserves of 
BMC have increased from 
Rs 77,000 crores in 2020 to 
Rs 87,000 crore as of today. 
So, there is no question of fi-
nancial mismanagement or 
collapse,” Chahal added.

OVER 90 FORMER CORPORATORS WRITE 
TO CM ALLEGING CORRUPTION IN BMC
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde.

Members of Telangana Congress protesting on Wednesday. 

Sachin Pilot

Uttar Pradesh Finance Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna.

TOP OF THE DAY

BAILABLE 
WARRANT ISSUED 
AGAINST SAHARA 
CHIEF SUBRATA ROY
JABALPUR: Madhya 
Pradesh High Court is-
sued a bailable warrant 
against Sahara chief 
Subrata Roy and directed 
SP Lucknow to execute 
the warrant. Lawyer 
Ankit Mishra of Madhya 
Pradesh High Court told 
ANI, “There are 20 peti-
tions registered against 
Sahara Chief Subrata 
Roy. Madhya Pradesh 
High Court issued bail-
able warrant of Rs 5 lakh 
against him.” Subrata Roy 
had been in troubled wa-
ters after the group failed 
to return Rs 85,000 crore 
to its investors by 31st 
August, 2012, as directed 
by the court. 

PRESIDENT  
MURMU  
LAUNCHES  
EV-YATRA PORTAL
NEW DELHI: With an 
aim to facilitate in-
vehicle navigation to the 
nearest public Electric 
Vehicle charger, Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu on 
Wednesday launched the 

‘EV-Yatra Portal’ devel-
oped by the Bureau of 
Energy Efficiency. 
The launch was made 
during National Energy 
Conservation Day cel-
ebrations in the national 
capital today. President 
Murmu also presented 
the National Energy 
Conservation Awards, 
National Energy Effi-
ciency Innovation Awards 
and National Painting 
Competition prizes in 
New Delhi today, said the 
President’s Secretariat. 

8-YEAR-OLD GIRL 
FOUND DEAD IN 
CHHATTISGARH
RAIPUR: An eight-year-
old missing girl was found 
dead in Saddu locality 
of Chhattisgarh capital 
Raipur, an official said on 
Wednesday. The minor 
girl was missing from her 
house over the last week 
and her body was found 
in BSUP Colony, just 500 
metres away from her 
residence late Tuesday. 
Additional Superintendent 
of Police (ASP) Abhishek 
Maheshwari said, “A miss-
ing complaint of the minor 
girl, Durga, was registered 
at Vidhan Sabha police 
station on December 7. 

RAIN LIKELY IN 
SEVERAL MP 
DISTRICTS IN NEXT 
24 HRS: MET
BHOPAL:  Light to moder-
ate rainfall is expected in 
several districts of Mad-
hya Pradesh in the next 24 
hours till Thursday, said 
a senior meteorologist in 
Bhopal on Wednesday. 
Meteorologist Ashfaq 
Hussain told ANI, “Due to 
the cyclonic storm (Man-
dous), moisture is arriving 
from the Bay of Bengal in 
the state. As a result, sev-
eral districts of the state 
experienced rainfall in 
the past 24 hours (since 
Tuesday).” “Of these 
Sagar district recorded a 
maximum rainfall of 12.8 
mm whereas Bhopal re-
corded 1.9 mm, similarly, 
3.2 mm in Ujjain and 1.8 
mm in Raisen district 
in the last 24 hours,” 
Hussain said.“There is a 
possibility of rain in Betul, 
Khandwa, Khargone, Bar-
wani districts of the state 
in the next 24 hours. 
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The crisis that began at 
the disputed China–
India border in the 

Tawang area in December 
2022 was not the first—and 
almost certainly will not be 
the last—standoff at the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC). But 
the crisis was unique and its 
implications for China-India 
relations are likely to be far-
reaching. It underscored the 
degree to which the long-
standing border dispute, 
and the increasingly troubled 
relationship, have entered a 
new and more volatile chap-
ter.

The border dispute unde-
niably remains one of the 
major issues impinging on 
Sino-Indian bilateral ties. Ex-
perts contend that there are 
multiple factors today which 
sustain the border dispute. 
The first is the geographical 
constitution of the disputed 

areas: The rugged, featureless 
terrain and extreme weather 
conditions make determina-
tion of the precise alignment 
challenging. Subsequently, 
implementation of border 
agreements on the ground 
also remains elusive. Second, 
there is asymmetry in the 
level of urgency for the settle-
ment of the border dispute. 
In contrast to New Delhi’s ef-
forts seeking a quick settle-
ment, Beijing has staunchly 
resisted any fast-tracking of 
the resolution process, argu-
ing that the border dispute is 
a complicated question and 
should be negotiated only 
when conditions are favour-
able. The primary reason for 
this difference in approaches 
is that the disputed border 
does not pose a security threat 
to China, and therefore Bei-
jing is willing to wait for a 
more beneficial resolution. 
In contrast, New Delhi sees 
the border dispute as source 
of instability and worries that 
China would use the unre-
solved border to bully India. 
The third factor inhibiting 
the resolution of the border 
dispute is intense nationalism 
in both countries.

A great deal of ink has al-
ready been spilled analyzing 
the standoff, which began in 
May 2020 when People’s 

Liberation Army (PLA) sol-
diers advanced to occupy 
a “grey zone” near the LAC 
claimed and patrolled by 
both countries on the north 
bank of Pangong Lake in La-
dakh. This was followed by 
a buildup of military forces 
at multiple junctures farther 
north along LAC where La-
dakh meets Tibet, including 
at Hot Spring, Gogra, the 
Galwan Valley, and, later, the 
south bank of Pangong Lake.

Brief, nonviolent encoun-
ters between Chinese and 
Indian border patrols are 
not uncommon along the 
LAC, but are generally well-
managed, thanks to a detailed 
set of de-escalation proto-
cols. Prolonged standoffs at 
the LAC, in which Chinese 
forces set up camp beyond 
established patrol lines, are 
more uncommon. But they 
have been growing in fre-
quency since 2013, the year 
Xi Jinping was elected presi-
dent (and one year after he 
became General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party). The sum-
mer of 2017 saw a new form 
of border crisis emerge when 
Chinese and Indian troops 
engaged in a standoff in ter-
ritory disputed by China and 
Bhutan, not far from a sensi-
tive sector of the China–India 
border. India retains outsized 
influence over Bhutan’s for-
eign and security policy and 
when Chinese forces began 
extending a road southward 
into disputed territory, near-
by Indian forces intervened, 
prompting a prolonged 
standoff. Then, in 2019, ama-
teur videos began surfacing 
online showing unusually 
hostile encounters between 

Chinese and Indian patrols 
near the LAC, engaging in 
fistfights and rock-throwing, 
including along the banks of 
Pangong Lake. There are a 
handful of disputed sectors in 
Ladakh where the two sides 
disagree about the precise lo-
cation of the LAC; the videos 
helped to underscore how, in 
recent years, Pangong Lake 
has become one of the most 
volatile. The lake also regis-
ters a disproportionate share 
of Chinese “transgressions” 
of the LAC, according to of-
ficial Indian statistics.

For China, the border dis-
pute is intrinsically linked to 
Tibet and the Dalai Lama, and 
since the Chinese Communist 
Party has always projected 
the Tibetan government-in-
exile in a negative light, ter-
ritorial concessions involving 
Tawang will not only endan-
ger China’s own rule in Tibet, 
but will also be seen domesti-
cally as sign of weakness; a 
terrifying prospect for the 
Chinese leadership. As for In-
dia, no political party would 
be able to propose a territorial 
exchange with China without 
seriously jeopardising its 
electoral prospects, as the 
memories of 1962 war con-
tinue to haunt the Indian 
national psyche. Lastly, along 
with the boundary dispute, 
new issues have begun to stir 
trouble in Sino-Indian bilat-
eral ties. India’s concerns 
regarding China’s diversion 
of the Yarlung-Tsangpo/
Brahmaputra river water, 
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor, and China’s 
growing influence in South 
Asia have emerged as new 
irritants for Indian policy 
makers. Similarly, Beijing 

too is annoyed by India’s 
increasing proximity with 
Southeast Asian countries 
and its diplomatic-military 
exchanges with the United 
States, Japan, and Australia. 
These issues further erode 
political will in both countries 
and in this context, territorial 
exchange by swap or political 
settlement appears a daunt-
ing task.

The recent surge in the 
economic and military ties 
between India and USA has 
global ramifications. Besides, 
India’s growing closeness 
with China’s arch rival, Ja-
pan, has also upset Beijing. 
The Indo-US joint strategic 
vision for the Asia Pacific 
and Indian Ocean region 
that was enunciated by the 
Indian PM and the previous 
US President had oblique ref-
erences to China’s aggressive 
stance in the South China Sea, 
which invited unsavoury re-
sponses from China. The US 
administration has an even 
more rigid view about China’s 
unethical economic policies 
and maritime aggressive pos-
ture in the South China Sea. 
Therefore, China has slowly 
drifted towards the coun-
tries which are currently on 
the hit list of US, like Russia, 
Iran and Pakistan. This alli-
ance is also being viewed as 
a counter weight to the im-
proved Indo-US relationship 
and the hard-line stand of US 
towards China.

Managing the border dis-
pute is both a political and an 
economic exigency for India 
and China because any ma-
jor confrontation between the 
two countries will not only 
hurt the long-term prospects 
for development of both, but 

will also have significant re-
percussions on Asian stabil-
ity and prosperity. Therefore, 
the policy-making elites of 
both countries need to frame 
innovative solutions like cre-
ating soft borders through ci-
vilian, cultural, and economic 
exchanges, and involving lo-
cal communities in managing 
the border. Such an approach 
can help reduce the number 
of military encounters be-
tween the two countries and 
create an enduring peace in 
the border region. The two 
countries should also aim 
toward building strategic 
trust through open dialogue, 
exchange of information, and 
verification mechanisms 
along the disputed border. 
Enhancing military-to-mil-
itary communication, tech-
nological collaboration and 
engagement on multilateral 
platforms remain indispen-
sible toward building trust. 
Public perception is another 
key area that needs to be ur-
gently addressed through ci-
vilian exchanges. This would 
go a long way toward dispel-
ling stereotypes and negative 
perceptions. 

For the foreseeable future, 
the border dispute will re-
main a pressing challenge in 
Sino-Indian ties, however, it 
is in the national interest of 
both countries to prioritise 
their larger bilateral relation-
ship, while at the same time 
erecting confidence-building 
measures and dialogue mech-
anisms to better preserve the 
benefits accruing from the re-
lationship.
Dr S. Krishnan is an Associate 
Professor in Seedling School of 
Law and Governance, Jaipur 
National University, Jaipur.

LAC standoff souring 
India-China bilateral ties
The border dispute remains a major issue and experts contend that there are 
multiple factors that sustain the India-China border dispute, issues that erode 
political will in both nations, making settling the border dispute a daunting task.

PARLIAMENT SLUGFEST

boRdER dISPUTE

There is a sense of inevitability about the news of 
the latest violent clash between Indian and Chinese 
soldiers at Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh, where the 
Chinese side tried to occupy a 17,000-feet high peak 
and were forced to retreat by their Indian counter-
parts. It is inevitable that these two countries can 
never be friends; worse, sooner or later, a kinetic con-
flict also appears to be inevitable—maybe a limited 
one, but kinetic nonetheless. The Yanki or Yangtse 
region in Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang, where the 
hand-to-hand combat took place, has been seeing 
increasing build-up by the Chinese on the Tibetan 
side of the India-Tibet border, because of which India 
too has been forced to increase troops presence in 
the area. It seems that, to gain a tactical advantage 
on India, the Chinese have been trying to occupy the 
peak and its surrounding areas. Significantly, this 
skirmish did not take place because the two sides 
bumped into each other while patrolling, but was 
a deliberate act of incursion by the Chinese—with 
around 300 troops, which number to half a battalion 
in the People’s Liberation Army—with the intention 
to occupy the peak and the surrounding heights. The 
PLA soldiers had come armed with clubs with nails 
on them, apart from monkey fists and taser guns. The 
intention was obvious—to cause grievous injuries 
to the Indian soldiers. Once forced to retreat, they 
fired warning shots in the air, even though carrying 
firearms along the Line of Actual Control is not al-
lowed because of an agreement between the Indian 
and Chinese sides. It seems the Chinese have been 
desperate to occupy the area, so more such incursion 
attempts are likely to be made. Given the history of 
incursions by the PLA, there is no reason to believe 
that such decisions are taken at the level of the field 
commanders. Experts say that such incursions are 
cleared by the Central Military Commission, the 
highest defence body in the PRC, headed by Xi Jin-
ping. Experts also say that the Chinese plan out every 
incursion down to the last detail, including factoring 
in all possible fallouts, both military and non military.

Hence, it would not be an exaggeration to say 
that it’s war that is always on China’s mind, not 
peace. And that is why, in spite of the innumerable 
rounds of talks, there is still no resolution in certain 
areas of Ladakh where the Chinese have a tactical 
advantage. In fact this has been the fundamental 
problem with India-China relations all through 
the decades—India thinks that whatever be the 
differences between the two countries, these can 
be managed to ensure that peace prevails, when 
all that its opponent is thinking of is war, both po-
litical warfare and kinetic conflict. India needed a 
wake-up call, which came in the form of the battle 
in Galwan in 2020, in which both Indian and Chi-
nese soldiers died. Ever since, India has hardened 
its stance, as clear from External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar’s statement, “the state of the border 
will determine the state of the relationship”; apart 
from standing up to China at the LAC. But then 
China has already inflicted a “war of attrition” on 
us, where the deployment at the LAC is bleeding 
us financially, every day.

The latest attempt to capture the heights in 
Arunachal also shows that there will not be any 
respite from China’s efforts to keep the whole 
3,000-km-plus LAC in a state of boil. In fact, the 
next one year is going to be crucial for India to 
maintain peace at the LAC, because it is the year 
that India will preside over both the Shanghai 
Cooperation Council (SCO) and the Group of 20 
(G20). At a time when the world converges in In-
dia, when the buzz is about how industries from 
China want to shift to India and how India is the 
next big story, likely becoming the third largest 
economy in the world in the next few years, will 
Xi let go of any opportunity to puncture the India 
story? Is that why aggression of such a violent na-
ture is returning to the LAC? Also, Xi is a desper-
ate man. In spite of being crowned President for 
Life and Dictator in Chief for the third time, the 
recent protests in China prove how unpopular Xi 
is. What are the chances that he will not create 
a conflagration at the LAC and try to grab some 
territory as a diversionary tactics and to rouse 
nationalist sentiments at home? Many experts 
believe that it is Taiwan that is Xi’s target, and 
not India. A counter argument to that is, Xi may 
do a lot of posturing against Taiwan, but knows 
that the United States is treaty-bound to come to 
Taiwan’s aid in case of a conflict with China. That 
is not the case with India. India knows very well 
that without any formal security treaty with any 
major military power, it will have to fight its battle 
on its own, and it is ready to do so. But in case of 
a Chinese aggression, will there be any action by 
the international community against China except 
for condemnation? Will economic sanctions be 
imposed on China, the way it has been done with 
Russia? If the answer is “unlikely”, what are the 
chances of Xi taking full advantage of that prob-
ability? Quite high? But then India is no pushover, 
and any misadventure on Xi’s part will have ad-
verse consequences for his forces too. Xi needs to 
internalise that fact.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
TAWANG CLASH

WAR IS ALWAyS  
oN ChINA’S MINd, 
NoT PEACE

Amid the India-China fa-
ceoff in the Yangtse area of 
Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang 
sector, the political debate in 
Parliament’s winter session 
swayed toward the border 
issues when the opposition 
started demanding a review 
statement on the borderland 
area from the government 
and demanded a proper 
debate in the Rajya Sabha 
over the Tawang issue. In 
response Minister of Home 
Affairs Amit Shah said that 
government will not allow 
a ‘single inch of its land to 
be encroached upon’ while 
praising Indian soldiers for 
protecting the motherland 
by driving away the Chinese 
infiltrations from Tawang 
within hours. At the same 
time, Amit Shah cornered the 
opposition for disrupting the 
question hour in Lok Sabha 

by claiming that the scenario 
would have been different 
if the Nehru government 
wouldn’t sacrifice its seat in 
the UN Security Council on 
account of Nehru’s love for 
China in the past.

Considering India’s situa-
tion and the politics around 
permanent membership in 
UNSC, let us examine the 
offer and determine wheth-
er Nehru truly “gave” India’s 
seat to China. In an interview 
in 2004, Congress politician 
and former UN Under-Secre-
tary General Shashi Tharoor 
stated that Nehru “declined a 
US offer” to India to assume a 
permanent seat at the UN Se-
curity Council in 1953, while 
recommending that China be 
given the seat.

Tharoor says in his book 
‘Nehru-The Invention of In-
dia’ that Nehru urged that 
the seat previously held by 
Taiwan be granted to Beijing 
instead. According to reports, 
Nehru stated that “the seat 
was held with minimal cred-
ibility by Taiwan.”

Furthermore, according 
to a March 2015 paper titled 
‘Not at the Cost of China’ by 
historian Anton Harder, the 
US began putting pressure on 
India for a permanent seat as 

early as 1950, intending her to 
take the position of China. Ac-
cording to Harder, “integrat-
ing the PRC into the world 
community by acknowledg-
ing China’s claim to the seat” 
was the “essential pillar of Ne-
hru’s foreign policy.”

In a 2002 Frontline piece on 
the ‘Nehruvian Approach,’ 
historian A.G. Noorani high-
lighted a 1955 note written by 
Nehru on the US and Russian 
offerings to the UN Secu-
rity Council. In this email, 
Nehru recognized that the 
US had made suggestions 
“informally,” but India was 
not “anxious to enter the Se-
curity Council” at the time. 
Noorani’s report also men-
tions that in 1955, USSR also 
offered India a permanent 
seat in the UN. According 
to Noorani, Russia’s offer to 
India was only a “feeler” to 
put India on the spot. This 
was due to the fact that the 
US offer in 1950 was made 
with the intention of keeping 
China—another Communist 
bloc—from joining the UN 
Security Council, but the 
Russian offer was made at a 
time when the USSR-China 
alliance had reached a certain 
level.

While citing the minute 

note of the meeting between 
USSR Prime Minister Niko-
lai Bulganin and Nehru on 
22 June 1955, when the offer 
was made, the author asserts 
that Nehru acknowledged 
US’s offer as an attempt to 
“cause strife between India 
and China”. He went on to say 
that India’s admission would 
necessitate a modification of 
the UN Charter, which would 
not have been prudent at the 
time.

According to an article 
published in The Hindu on 
28 September 1995, Nehru 
explicitly denied receiving 
any offers for a position on 
the UN Security Council. In a 
statement made by Nehru on 
27 September 1955, in reply to 
a Lok Sabha question by Dr 
J.N. Parekh on whether India 
had refused a seat informally 
offered to her in the U.N. Se-
curity Council. Former Prime 
Minister Nehru said: “There 
has been no offer, formal or 
informal, of this kind. Some 
vague references have ap-
peared in the press about it 
which have no foundation in 
fact. The composition of the 
Security Council is prescribed 
by the UN Charter, according 
to which certain specified na-
tions have permanent seats. 

No change or addition can 
be made to this without an 
amendment of the Charter. 
There is, therefore, no ques-
tion of a seat being offered 
and India declining it. Our 
declared policy is to support 
the admission of all nations 
qualified for UN member-
ship.”

Moreover, Russia again 
backed India for permanent 
membership at the United 
Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) at the Primakov 
Readings International Fo-
rum in Moscow earlier this 
week. Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov said India’s 
stance on global and regional 
issues adds merit to the UN 
Security Council. Because of 
its economic progress, India, 
according to Lavrov, can 
even be regarded as a global 
leader. Except for China, the 
four other members of the 
UN Security Council–the 
United States, the United 
Kingdom, France, and Rus-
sia–have backed a permanent 
seat for India in the UN body. 
As other members have also 
recognized that New Delhi 
has vast diplomatic expe-
rience in settling various 
kinds of problems, as well 
as authority and a reputa-

tion in its region. India also 
plays an active role in the UN 
and is an important part of 
structures like the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) in Asia and the G20 
group. The current position 
of India at several interna-
tional forums on the Russia-
Ukraine war is also worth 
praising as it seeks strong 
diplomatic ties for peace 
and development instead of 
war while pointing out that 
the present world situation is 
not at all favourable for such 
a war since world’s economy 
is yet to revive from economic 
devastation occurred due to 
pandemic.

There have already been 
several attempts being made 
on the line that UNSC will 
become more inclusive and 
democratic if Asian, African 
and Latin American coun-
tries are included in the 
grouping. The Russian Am-
bassador also recognized that 
India and Brazil are the two 
key international actors along 
with Japan and Germany as 
the world knows about the 
values these new emerging 
powers can bring at the global 
and regional levels.
Hitesh Kumar Mandal is a Re-
searcher at ITV Network.

Amid India-China border clash, Russia backs 
India for permanent UNSC membership

opinion
S. KriShnan
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The Chief Justice of India DY 
Chandrachud agreed to list 
the petitions wherein chal-
lenging the abrogation of the 
special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir under Article 370 
of the Constitution of India.
The bench comprising of 
CJI DY Chandrachud and 
Justice PS Narasimha was 
hearing the matter.

The CJI stated that, we are 
going to examine and will 
give a date.

Earlier, the bench headed 
by former Chief Justice of In-
dia UU Lalit had stated that 
the petition would “certainly” 
be listed after the Dusshera 
breaks. Thereafter, the peti-
tion did not get listed.

The bench noted that in 
2019 the pleas were referred 
to a Constitution Bench 
comprising of Justice N V 
Ramana, Justice Sanjay Kis-
han Kaul, Justice R Subhash 
Reddy, Justice B R Gavai and 
Justice Surya Kant. Thus, 
one of the members of the 
bench, Justice Subhash Red-
dy retired in this year in the 

month of January.
In the present case, the 

hearings on the Article 370 
cases commenced before the 
5-judge bench in December 
2019, almost 4 months after 
the notifications issued by 
the Centre in August 2019. 
In the case, a preliminary 
issue arose as to weather a 

reference to 7-judge bench 
was necessary in light of 
alleged divergence in the 
opinions expressed by two 
coordinate benches of the 
Supreme Court in the cases 
of Prem Nath Kaul and Sam-
path Prakash. The court by a 
judgement dated 2nd March, 
2020, it was held by the Con-

stitution bench of India there 
will be no need for referring 
the matter regarding the 
challenging to the Presiden-
tial Orders issued under Ar-
ticle 370 of the Constitution 
of India to a larger Bench.

Accordingly, the court list-
ed the petitions after March 
2, 2020.

IN COURT

CJI DY Chandrachud Agrees 
To List Petitions Challenging 
Abrogation Of J&K Special 
Status: Article 370
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Srini-
vas Kodali v. Election Commission of 
India & Others observed and has is-
sued notice on a SLP filed by Srinivas 
Kodali, an engineer from Hyderabad, 
wherein alleging that the Election 
Commission of India has indulged in 

“voter profiling” by deploying an “un-
disclosed software” for linking voter 
records to the Aadhar.

The bench comprising of Justice CJI 
DY Chandrachud and Justice PS Nar-
asimha observed and has remarked 
orally, ‘It’s an important issue.’

Earlier, Kodali had approached the 
Telangana High Court which dis-
missed his PIL.

In the present case, it has been per-
mitted by the EC to the State govern-
ments to access and make copies of 
voter records. A surveillance had 
been created by the ECI and the sen-
sitive information voters including re-
ligion, caste, tribe, ethnicity, language, 
records of entitlement, income, and 
medical history is now linked to voter 
information. Thus it has been stated by 
him that this will allow political actors 
to segment people into ‘interest groups’ 
and either selectively target or ignore 
them from electoral process, thereby 

interfering with that of the free and fair 
conduct of election.

Adding to it, he stated that all this was 
done in the absence of any valid law to 
use algorithm as an aid or substitute 
for verifying electoral rolls.

The plea filed through Advocate 
N. Sai Vinod stated that, in sum, the 
ECI abdicated its constitutional duty 
under Article 324 of the Constitution 
and the tatutory obligation under the 
Representation of the People Act, 1950 
D to prepare electoral rolls without any 
kind of aid or assistance from the gov-
ernment or any electronic databases 
under their control.

However, he avers that the names of 
a large number of voters in Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh have been de-
leted by the software.

In the plea it is stated that the names 
were being removed from the electoral 
rolls without any explanation and the 
same deprived the voting rights of mil-
lions of voters in two states were being 
deprived without due process.

Adding to it, the plea stated that the 
right to vote encompasses the right 
to not have an excessive administra-
tive burden that impedes or deprives 
the right to vote. On the other hand, 
in failing to inform the affected voter, 
and without specifying the reasons for 
deletion, it has unlawfully had been 

placed by the ECI the burden on voters 
to prove that they are neither duplicate 
nor shifted and nor being a dead voter.

Before the High Court, it was claimed 
by the ECI that the alleged software is 
a database maintained system for “pu-
rification” of electoral rolls, However, 
the same does not delete voters on its 
own and there is no algorithm in the 
software which can be used as intel-
ligence for taking a decision by itself 
and the EROs are empowered under 
Section 22 of the Representation of the 
People Act, 1950 and under Rule 21A 
of the Registration of Electors Rules, 
1960 to carry out corrections and de-
letions of names from/in the electoral 
rolls.

It has been claimed by Kodali that 
ECI failed to justify that the burden 
this move casts on privacy rights, is 
proportionate to that of their stated 
goals.

The plea has been dismissed by the 
High Court that if any individual is ag-
grieved by deletion of his name from 
the voter list, a remedy is being avail-
able to him to submit a proper appli-
cation for inclusion of his name in the 
voter list. Further, an online mecha-
nism is available for inclusion of name 
in the voter list. 

Therefore, Advocate Gautam Bhatia 
appeared for Petitioner.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: NOTICE ISSUED ON 
PLEA ALLEGING “VOTER PROFILING” 
BY ELECTION COMMISSION; ‘IT’S AN 
IMPORTANT ISSUE’

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court 
in the case State Of 
West Bengal vs San-

dip Biswasm observed that 
a High Court does not have 
the power even under Arti-
cles 226 of the Constitution 
of India or Section 482 of 
Code of Criminal Procedure 
to direct the investigation 
which is to be conducted in 
a particular manner.

The bench comprising of 
Justice BR Gavai and Justice 
Vikram Nath in the case ob-
served while considering 
appeal against a direction 
issued by a Division Bench 
of Calcutta High Court order. 
The court while disposing of 
the bail application filed by 
an accused who is accused 
allegedly involved in misap-
propriation of public money. 
It was further observed by 
the High Court that, what-
ever further investigation is 
being carried out, the same 
must be completed by 31st 
October, 2022 after expiry 
of which the petitioner shall 
automatically be released on 
the following terms and con-
ditions as prescribed.

The bench observed that 
as to whether the bail is to 
be granted is solely within 
the discretion of the High 
Court. However, directing 

the investigating agency to 
conclude the investigation 
by a particular date and 
after that date directing 
automatic release of the ap-
pellant, in view of the court 

the same would be to abdi-
cate the function of the High 
Court to decide the question 
as to whether the applicant 
before it was entitled to 
grant of bail on merits or not.

Accordingly, the bench 
quashed the directions and 
it has been stated that the ac-
cused would be entitled to 
file an application for bail 
before the High Court.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: HIGH COURT 
DOES NOT HAVE POWER TO DIRECT 
INVESTIGATION TO BE CONDUCTED 
IN A PARTICULAR MANNER
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Ram Pratap vs State 
of Haryana observed and 
has reiterated while setting 
aside a concurrent convic-
tion of murder accused, be-
ing Suspicion, howsoever 
strong, cannot substitute 
proof beyond reasonable 
doubt,

In the present case, Ram 
Pratap was one of the ac-
cused in murder case. The 
trial Court convicted him 
under Section 302 of In-
dian Penal Code, 1860 and 
the Punjab and Haryana 

High Court upheld the 
same.

In an appeal, it has been 
noted by the Apex Court 
that the case is based on 
circumstantial evidence. 
However, before the court 
it was contended on behalf 
of the appellant-accused 
there is so such evidence 
worth the namesake.

Further, the bench re-
ferred to the case Sharad 
Birdhichand Sarda v. State 
of Maharashtra, wherein 
it was observed that sus-
picion, howsoever strong, 
cannot substitute proof be-
yond reasonable doubt.

Adding to it, the court 
stated that it has been held 
by this court that there is 
not only a grammatical 
but also a legal distinction 
between ‘may’ and ‘must’. 
Therefore, while providing 
a case which is based on cir-
cumstantial evidence, it is 
necessary for the prosecu-
tion to establish each and 
every circumstance beyond 
reasonable doubt, and fur-
ther, that the circumstanc-
es which are proved must 
form a complete chain of 
evidence so as not to leave 
any reasonable ground for 
the conclusion consistent 

with the innocence of the 
accused and must show, in 
all human probability, that 
act has been done by the 
accused. Adding to it, the 
court stated that it has been 
held that the facts so estab-
lished must exclude every 
hypothesis except the guilt 
of the accused.

Accordingly, the court 
noted that there being a 
delay of 14 hours in lodging 
the oral report has not been 
sufficiently explained. The 
bench allowed the appeal 
and acquitted her, while 
taking note of the evidence 
on record.

IN COURT

Supreme Court Acquits Murder 
Accused: Suspicion, Howsoever 
Strong, Cannot Substitute Proof 
Beyond Reasonable Doubt
TDG NETWORK 
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“In the context of macroeco-
nomic stability, we need 
investments in infrastruc-
ture, manufacturing ac-
tivity, agriculture, human 
capital, health, education 
and skills.”, said Shri Tuhin 
Kanta Pandey, Secretary, 
Department of Investment 
and Public Asset Manage-
ment (DIPAM), Ministry 
of Finance, Government of 
India, in his address at the 
Key Session on Reforms: 
What Next? of the Global 
Economic Policy Summit 
2022 organized by CII at 
New Delhi today. He further 
added that to ensure invest-
ments cycle back, it is crucial 
to ensure macroeconomic 
stability by being mindful 
of fiscal deficit as well as 
current account deficit.

Shri Pandey mentioned 
that while focusing on 
CapEx is imperative, it is 
equally important to en-
hance competitiveness and 
productivity. Elucidating 
on divestment which en-
compasses handing over 
responsibility to private 
sector, Pandey said that 

“The private sector should 
be able to raise productivity 
to get better value for money 
from the same investments. 

This is the key and the ex-
amples of successful disin-
vestments such as Air India 
and Neelachal Ispat Nigam 
Ltd., have shown us a turn-
around.” While elaborating 
on the role of asset moneti-
zation, he highlighted that 
it helps trigger investment 
cycle, unlock economic po-
tential and bring private sec-
tor to the forefront.

The Secretary mentioned 
that going forward the 
major driver of growth is 
sustainably investing in in-
frastructure to ensure viabil-
ity, raising productivity and 
improving infrastructure 
along with the government 
stepping up investments in 
important social sectors. He 
also stated that there is poli-
cy focus on divesting land by 
way of amendments to the 
Stamp Duty Act and Income 
Tax Act to ease demerger. 
Further, privatization and 
Mergers & Acquisition of or-
ganizations like IDBI Bank 
and SCI are also underway.

Sumita Dawra, Special 
Secretary (Logistics), De-
partment for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade, 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry Government of 
India, highlighted that “The 
PM Gati Shakti program and 
the National Logistics Policy 

has enabled us to aggregate 
2000 data layers on a single 
portal for integrated holistic 
planning. This is the prism 
through which all the proj-
ects are being planned and 
operational projects are 
being evaluated to identify 
critical infrastructure gaps.” 
She further added that the 
focus is not just on relaxing 

regulatory barriers but also 
bringing better governance 
outcomes for industry and 
citizens.

Elaborating on the reforms, 
she mentioned that PLI 
Scheme for 14 sectors has 
started reaping benefits with 
more than 650 applications 
approved and reported in-
vestment of 6 billion USD in 

the first year which exceeds 
the target by 106%. She said 
that sectors such as bulk 
drugs and white goods, food 
processing and electronics, 
have seen production, in-
vestment and employment 
generation. Further, the FDI 
Policy, has been liberalized 
for sectors like defense, digi-
tal media, coal, and telecom, 

helping attract 84-billion-
dollar FDI last year and the 
target is to go beyond and 
attract 100 billion dollars. 
She mentioned that an Em-
powered Group of Secretar-
ies has been set up under the 
Cabinet Secretary to resolve 
Centre-State issues pertain-
ing to EoDB.

Dawra also mentioned that 

the National Single Window 
System (NSWS) which was 
launched last year has al-
ready processed 245 clear-
ances and is being used as 
a diagnostic tool. Further, 
37,000 compliances have 
been reduced with a view to 
ease doing business for the 
industry. Other initiatives 
like BRAP, India Industrial 
Land Bank and Industrial 
Park Rating System have 
also played an important 
role in improving the busi-
ness climate. 

Dr V Anantha Nageswaran, 
Chief Economic Adviser, 
Government of India in his 
address said that, “I advo-
cate divestment from a dif-
ferent kind of LIC: Licencing, 
Inspection and Compliance 
regime, which is now hap-
pening substantially at the 
Union Government level, 
but it needs to percolate 
down to the lower levels of 
the local and state govern-
ments as well with a focus on 
MSMEs.” He further stated 
that public sector infrastruc-
ture projects have seen in-
crease in investments from 
6.8 lakh crores in 2011-12 to 
about 21.2 lakh crore over 
last 10 years. He added that 
while the public sector has 
helped scale up investment 
in the last decade, going for-

ward the private sector must 
not be crowded out and 
it must play a greater role 
while ensuring that com-
bined investment spending 
by private and public sector 
should not drive cost of capi-
tal too much for the economy.

Dr Nageswaran also eluci-
dated on the importance of 
Centre-state coordination, 
focusing on tertiary educa-
tion, developing multidisci-
plinary skills, and making 
sure that MSME suppliers 
are paid on time. He con-
cluded by encouraging the 
industry to collaborate with 
the government for inculcat-
ing a trust-based approach 
to ease the compliance bur-
den.

Sanjiv Bajaj, President, 
Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) and Chair-
man and Managing Direc-
tor, Bajaj Finserv Limited 
in his opening remarks 
mentioned the five key ar-
eas which need to be priori-
tized for achieving sustain-
able levels of growth for its 
economy and industry in 
the post-pandemic world. 
These include, employment 
generation, manufacturing 
competitiveness, fiscal con-
solidation, technology and 
climate change & sustain-
ability, among others.

ECONOMY

PRIVATIZATION ALONG WITH ASSET MONETIZATION WILL 
HELP TRIGGER INVESTMENT CYCLE : TUHIN KANTA PANDEY 

While ruling on a very sig-
nificant subject pertaining 
to investigation, the Delhi 
High Court has in a most 
learned, laudable, logical 
and latest judgment titled 
Sri Desaraju Venugopal vs 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion in W.P.(CRL) 833/2021, 
CRL.M.A. 6005/2021 that 
was pronounced finally on 
November 25, 2022 has held 
that Section 173(8) CrPC 
gives an “unfettered right” 
to the investigation agency 
for further investigation 

“with no conditions” and it 
cannot be restricted since 
such restrictions do not ex-
ist in the statute. The Single 
Judge Bench of Hon’ble Mr 
Justice Yogesh Khanna has 
minced just no words to 
make it indubitably clear 
that, “The Statute does not 
limit the right to investigate 
under Section 173(8) CrPC 
only till the trial begun.” 
The Bench said that, “It is 
not mandatory to take prior 
permission from the Magis-
trate for ‘further’ investiga-
tion even after the filing of 
the charge sheet as it is the 
statutory right of the police. 
The material collected in 
further investigation cannot 
be rejected merely because it 
has been filed at the stage of 
trial.” The Bench made the 
observations while dealing 
with a plea moved by an 
accused Sri Desaraju Venu-
gopal challenging an order 
that was passed by the Trial 
Court.

At the very outset, this pro-
gressive, pragmatic and per-
tinent judgment authored 

by the Single Judge Bench of 
Hon’ble Mr Justice Yogesh 
Khanna sets the ball in mo-
tion by first and foremost 
putting forth in para 1 that, 

“This petition is filed with the 
following prayers:
“a. Issue a writ order and/ 
or direction calling for the 
record of CC No.03/19, CIS 
No.190/2019 pending be-
fore Shri Chandra Shekhar 
Ld. Special Judge, Rouse Av-
enue Court.

b. Issue a writ order and/ 
or direction directing the Ld. 
Special Judge Rouse Avenue 
Court to follow the judicial 
discipline in terms of Ar-
ticle 141 of the Constitution 
of India.

c. Issue a writ and/ or or-
der and/ or quashing and/ 
or setting aside the Order 
dated 24.02.2021 passed by 
Shri Chandra Shekhar Ld. 
Special Judge, Rouse Av-
enue Court in CC No. 03/19, 
CIS No.190/2019.

d. Costs;
e) pass such further and 

other order or orders as this 
Hon’ble Court may deem fit 
and proper in the facts and 
circumstances of the case.””

As we see, the Bench then 
states in para 2 that, “The 
main grievance of the pe-
titioner herein is without 
there being an end to an 
investigation the learned 
Special Judge has listed the 
case for hearing on fram-
ing of charges. This act of 
the learned Special Judge 
was challenged by the peti-
tioner by moving an appli-
cation but it was dismissed 
vide impugned order dated 

24.02.2021.”
To put things in perspec-

tive, the Bench then envis-
ages in para 3 that, “In this 
case FIR was registered 
in the year 2015 and on 
11.08.2016 chargesheet was 
filed wherein it was stated 
investigation is still going 
on and a supplementary 
chargesheet is going to be 
filed soon. On 08.01.2019 
supplementary chargesheet 
was also filed mentioning 
investigation is going on. On 
06.01.2020 the petitioner 
herein moved an application 
for clarification from CBI on 
this account. The CBI filed a 
reply stating interalia inves-
tigation is still going on and 
supplementary chargesheet 
shall be filed soon. It is 
argued this is against the 
preposition of law settled 
by Vinubhai Haribhai Ma-
laviya vs. State of Gujarat 
(2019) 17 SCC 1. The learned 
counsel for the petitioner 
argued the impugned order 
noted the finding in Vinub-
hai (supra) are orbiter in 
nature and not binding. The 
learned Special Judge relied 
upon Hasanbhai Valibhai 
Qureshi vs. State of Gujarat 
and Others (2004) 5 SCC 
347 and Rama Chaudhary 
vs. State of Bihar (2009) 6 
SCC 346. It is argued Vi-
nubhai (supra) is of a larger 

Bench hence needs to be fol-
lowed.”

Quite naturally, the Bench 
observes in para 4 that, 

“Thus the crux of the argu-
ments is investigation can-
not be carried on endlessly 
and it need to stop once the 
trial begin and can continue 
only if there are exceptional 
facts viz. a fresh evidence 
has come to light of the pros-
ecution etc.”

It would be worthwhile 
to mention that the Bench 
specifies in para 23 that, 

“In State of West Bengal vs. 
Salap Service Station, 1994 
Supp (2) SCC 318 it was held 
the Magistrate has no pow-
er to refuse supplementary 
chargesheet but to accept 
the same and would see the 
consolidated effect of the fi-
nal report and supplementa-
ry reports and then proceed 
to frame charges. Hence, if 
the investigation is going 
on, a supplementary charge 
sheet is filed, the accused 
must have the supplemen-
tary charge sheet to know 
the entire case against him 
since the supplementary 
charge sheet is also to be 
considered as a part of the 
final report viz. the primary 
report.”

Quite pertinently, the 
Bench specifies in para 24 
that, “In Samaj Parivartan 

Samudaya vs. State of Ker-
ala (2012) 7 SCC 407, the 
three Judge Bench held if 
the Officer in Charge of the 
police station obtains fur-
ther evidence, it is incum-
bent upon him to forward 
the same to the Magistrate 
with a further report with 
regard to such evidence in 
the form prescribed. It was 
held investigation is per-
missible though reinvesti-
gation is prohibited and to 
carry out further investiga-
tion even after filing of the 
charge sheet is a statutory 
right of the police. It held 
the mere fact there may be 
further delay in concluding 
the trial, would not stand 
in the way of further inves-
tigation if that would help 
the Court in arriving truth 
and to do real, substantial 
as well as effective justice. 
The statutory duty of police 
to investigate includes its 
right to further investigate 
though the Magistrate has 
a right to agree or disagree 
with its report.”

While citing yet other rel-
evant case laws, the Bench 
enunciates in para 26 that, 

“In Ram Lal Narang vs. State 
(Delhi Admn.) 1979 (2) SCC 
322, the Court held there 
is no provision in Cr P C 
which expressly or by nec-
essary implication barred 

the right of the police to fur-
ther investigate after cog-
nizance of the offence. The 
practice, convenience and 
preponderance of authori-
ties permit repeated investi-
gation on discovery of fresh 
facts. Even in State of Bihar 
vs. J.A.C. Saldanha, (1980) 
1 SCC 554, the Court held 
the power of the Magistrate 
under Section 156(3) Cr P 
C to direct further inves-
tigation is an independent 
power and it does not stand 
in conflict with the power of 
the State Government. Mo-
reso, in Hasanbhai Valibhai 
Qureshi vs. State of Gujarat 
(2004) 5 SCC 347, the Court 
held the hands of the inves-
tigating agency or the Court 
should not be tied down on 
the ground further investi-
gation may delay the trial, as 
ultimate object is to arrive at 
the truth. If the police is not 
satisfied of the propriety or 
the manner and nature of 
the investigation already 
conducted, it would not stop 
the police under section 
173(8) Cr PC to further in-
vestigate the matter. In State 
of Orissa vs. Mahimananda 
Mishra and Others (2007) 
15 SCC 580, it was held the 
investigating agency will 
be at liberty to investigate 
further in the manner as it 
deems fit and proper in ac-

cordance with law. Similarly, 
in State of Andhra Pradesh 
vs. A.S.Peter, (2008) 2 
SCC 383, it was held re-
investigation without prior 
permission is necessarily 
forbidden, whereas further 
investigation is not.”
As a corollary, the Bench 

then observes in para 27 that, 
“The crux of these judgments 

is it is not mandatory to take 
prior permission from the 
Magistrate for further inves-
tigation even after the filing 
of the charge sheet as it is the 
statutory right of the police. 
The material collected in 
further investigation cannot 
be rejected merely because it 
has been filed at the stage of 
trial.”

Most significantly, the 
Bench minces no words to 
hold in para 28 that, “Un-
doubtedly, the right to in-
vestigate includes the right 
to further investigate. Sec-
tion 156 Cr.P.C. exists prior 
to the induction of Sub-Sec-
tion 8 of Section 173 Cr.P.C. 
The Section 173(8) Cr.P.C. 
gives an unfettered right to 
Investigating Agency with 
no conditions and cannot 
be restricted in time since 
such restrictions does not 
exist in Statute. The Statute 
does not limit the right to 
investigate under Section 
173(8) Cr.P.C. only till the 
trial begun.”

Most remarkably, the 
Bench clearly states in 
para 31 that, “Thus, per law 
discussed above, though 
there is no bar for the in-
vestigating agency to fur-
ther investigate the matter, 
but it would only be when 
some fresh evidence would 
come to its fore. Such fresh 
evidence would not come 
if the agency is sitting idle. 
For it the respondent shall 
have to make efforts, like in 
present case it has written 
letters to its foreign coun-
terparts. Such evidence 
may come or not, one can-
not predict at this moment, 

hence in case any fresh 
evidence is found which 
may be used against the pe-
titioner it would certainly 
then be incumbent upon 
the respondent to inform 
the learned Special Judge 
and to seek its permission 
to further investigate the 
matter against petitioner. 
Such right admittedly can 
be exercised by it even after 
trial begins. Thus while the 
observations of the learned 
Trial Court qua applicabil-
ity of principle of obiter, is 
set aside but the trial must 
proceed and in the event 
any fresh/new material is 
found by the prosecution 
against the petitioner, it 
shall bring it to the notice 
of the Court to seek permis-
sion to further investigate, 
if necessary. The learned 
Trial Court would then 
decide the matter in accor-
dance with law. However, 
presently since no fresh 
evidence is forthcoming 
and the respondent being 
only seeking queries, which 
may or may not come, and 
such queries being predom-
inantly qua co-accused per-
son, the petitioner cannot 
be allowed to stall the pro-
ceedings.”

Finally, the Bench then 
concludes by holding in 
para 32 that, “In view of 
above observation, the pe-
tition stands disposed of. 
Pending application, if any, 
also stands disposed of. No 
order as to costs.”

In a nutshell, the Delhi 
High Court has thus made 
it indubitably clear that Sec-
tion 173(8) CrPC gives un-
fettered right to the inves-
tigating agency for further 
probe with no conditions 
and it cannot be restricted 
since such restrictions do 
not exist in the statute. Of 
course, all the courts must 
pay heed to what the Delhi 
High Court has held so very 
commendably in this lead-
ing case! No denying it!  
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US Senator Marco Rubio on Tuesday introduced bipartisan 
legislation to ban the Chinese social media platform Tik-
Tok from operating in the United States while Congress-
men Mike Gallagher and Raja Krishnamoorthi introduced 
companion legislation in the House of Representatives, the 
office of the senator said in a press release.

“US Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) introduced bipartisan 
legislation to ban TikTok from operating in the United 
States,” Rubio’s office said in a statement. “US Represen-
tatives Mike Gallagher (R-WI) and Raja Krishnamoorthi 
(D-IL) introduced companion legislation in the US House 
of Representatives.” Senator Rubio said the federal govern-
ment has yet to take a single meaningful action to protect 
American users from the threat of TikTok.

“We know it’s used to manipulate feeds and influence 
elections. We know it answers to the People’s Republic of 
China. There is no more time to waste on meaningless ne-
gotiations with a CCP-puppet company. It is time to ban 
Beijing-controlled TikTok for good,” he added.

The legislation is called the Averting the National Threat 
of Internet Surveillance, Oppressive Censorship and Influ-
ence, and Algorithmic Learning by the Chinese Commu-
nist Party Act (ANTI-SOCIAL CCP Act) and is expected to 
protect Americans by blocking and prohibiting all trans-
actions from any social media company in China, among 
other countries.

The bill also requires the US President to block and pro-
hibit all transactions in all property and interests in prop-
erty of social media companies with more than 1 million 
users located in Iran, North Korea, Cuba and Venezuela.

According to the release, the parent company of TikTok, 
ByteDance, is required by Chinese law to make the appli-
cation’s data available to the Chinese Communist Party, 
which poses a risk of TikTok being used as a spying tool.
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MULTIPLE CASUALTIES

UN chief 
condemns Kabul 
hotel attack

 United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
strongly condemned the attack on the Kabul hotel which re-
sulted in multiple casualties.

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the attack on 
12 December on a Hotel in Kabul, resulting in multiple casu-
alties. The Secretary-General expresses his condolences to 
the bereaved families and wishes a speedy recovery to those 
injured,” UN Secretary-General Spokesperson Stephane Du-
jarric said in a statement. “The Secretary-General calls for the 
perpetrators to be held to account. He reiterates that attacks 
against civilians and civilian objects are strictly prohibited 
under international humanitarian law,” he added.

A gun attack targeting a hotel, frequently visited by Chinese 
visitors, ended in killing at least three people. Two foreigners 
were also injured in the incident.

Taliban spokesperson Zabiullah Mujahid said the attack 
on the hotel in the Shar-e-Naw area of Kabul ended with the 
killing of three attackers. Mujahid said all guests were evacu-
ated and no foreign nationals were killed in the attack. The 
UN mission in Afghanistan condemned Monday’s attack on a 
hotel in Kabul that led to civilian casualties including Chinese 
nationals. “Violence in #Afghanistan serves no purpose but 
prolonging the agony of more than 40 years of war. We stand 
in solidarity with the victims,” United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said in a tweet.

US President Joe 
Biden on Tuesday 
signed legislation to 

safeguard marriage equality 
after Congress approved fed-
eral protections for same-sex 
marriage.

“Today is a good day. Today, 
America takes another step 
toward equality. Toward lib-
erty and justice not just for 
some, but for all. Because 
today, I sign the Respect for 
Marriage Act into law,” Biden 
tweeted. The new US law en-
shrines federal protections 
for same-sex couples, requir-
ing that the federal govern-
ment and all states recognize 
marriages if the couple was 
married in a state where the 
union was legal, The Hill re-
ported.

Biden said the road for the 
moment has been long but 
those who believe in equal-
ity and justice.

“Many of you standing on 
the South Lawn here. So 
many of you put your rela-
tionships on the line, your 
jobs on the line, your lives on 

the line to fight for the law I’m 
about to sign,” he was quoted 
as saying by The Hill news-
paper.

On Thursday, the US House 
approved legislation to pro-
tect same-sex and interracial 
marriage.

The House vote was 258 

to 169 with 39 Republicans 
joining Democrats in sup-
porting the legislation, CNN 
reported. The House’s vote 
for ‘Respect for Marriage 
Act’, comes after the Senate 
passed the same bill last week 
by a vote of 61-36.

In a White House state-

ment, Joe Biden said that the 
House’s bipartisan passage of 
the bill by a significant mar-
gin will give peace of mind 
to LGBTQI+ and interracial 
couples.

“The House’s bipartisan 
passage of the Respect for 
Marriage Act by a signifi-
cant margin will give peace of 
mind to millions of LGBTQI+ 
and interracial couples who 
are now guaranteed the 
rights and protections to 
which they and their chil-
dren are entitled,” Biden said.

Highlighting the efforts 
of couples and advocates 
who fought for marriage 
equality, Biden lauded the 
couples and fiercely com-
mitted advocates, who have 
fought for decades to secure 
nationwide marriage equality 
at the Supreme Court and in 
Congress.

‘STEP TowArd EqUALITy’

U.S. PrESIdEnT BIdEn SIgnS  
SAME-SEx MArrIAgE BILL InTo LAw
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

‘Today, America takes another step toward equality,’ Biden tweeted.

‘CCP-PUPPET CoMPAny’

US lawmakers 
introduce 
bipartisan law 
to ban TikTok

ConTrovErSy

OIC delegation’s PoK 
visit sparks row

A five-member OIC delega-
tion led by OIC Secretary 
General Hussein Brahim 
Taha visited the Chakothi 
sector on 11 December be-
sides holding meetings 
with PoK President Sultan 
Mehmood Chaudhry and 
PM Sardar Ilyas Tanveer in 
Muzaffarabad.

“The Secretary-General 
and his delegation earlier 
had a tour of #Muzaffar-
abad and held meetings 
with the #President of POK, 
Barrister Sultan Mehmood 
Chaudhary, and received 
briefings at the Line of Con-
trol between #Pakistan and 
#India,” OIC tweeted on De-
cember 13. An APHC (PoK 
chapter) delegation led by 
Convener Mehmood Ahmed 
Saghar held a meeting with 
OIC Assistant Secretary 
General Yousef Aldoubeay 
in Islamabad on Dec 12 and 

presented a memorandum 
on alleged anti-Kashmiris 
measures in Kashmir.

OIC Secretary General’s 
LoC visit in the Chakothi 
sector and his meetings 
with PoK and APHC leaders 
failed to create any ripples in 
connection with Kashmir, 
which has no longer been an 
issue after the revocation of 
articles 370 and 35A.

The people of Pakistan ap-
pear least bothered about 
Kashmir in face of grave 
challenges Pakistan is con-
fronting on the western bor-
der in form of TTP, ISK and 
the hostile Afghan Taliban 
government and its near 
default economy. Routine 
statements calling for an eco-
nomic and diplomatic boy-
cott of India and grant of the 
right to self-determination 
emerged on the behalf of JeI 
PoK Amir Khalid Mehm-
ood and MC leader Sardar 
Attique.

OIC Secretary General 

Brahim Taha’s pledge of 
full support and solidarity 
and call for settlement of the 
so-called Kashmir issue per 
the aspirations of Kashmiris 
also appear to justify the 
visit. PoK people in general 
are aware of Pak/PoK rul-
ers’ stance towards Kash-
mir which was clearly evi-
dent when local media was 
barred from coverage of the 
OIC delegation’s visit.

Journalist’s unions have 
announced not to tolerate 
such acts. They said that 
some institutions have been 
established in PoK to silence 
the local voices and put a 
shroud on the real facts. 
“Pakistanis don’t believe 
in the freedom of Kashmir. 
They only want to snatch 
our land and resources and 
suppress us like they sup-
press Sindhis, Balochis and 
Pashtuns. We will never for-
get what so-called Pak mu-
jahideen did in Baramulla in 
1947.”

gEnoCIdE

UyghUr rEfUgEES In 
TUrkEy worrIEd ABoUT 
dEPorTATIon To ChInA

Uyghur refugees yet to get Turkish citizenship, are worried 
about deportation post-Turkey’s Interior Minister’s discus-
sions with his Chinese counterpart.

Sources privy to the meeting’s proceedings revealed that 
the Chinese side has asked Turkish government to deport 
some of the identified Uyghur refugees staying in Turkey to 
China before they are accepted in Canada, according to the 
International Forum for Rights and Security (IFFRAS). “The 
timing of the Chinese security delegation’s visit is noteworthy, 
given the backdrop of Canadian Parliament recently passing 
a bill to accept 10,000 Uyghur refugees from Turkiye and 
Central Asia region,” said one Uyghur refugee, as reported 
by IFFRAS.

The Vice-Minister of Public Security of China, Du Hongwei, 
in November 2022, met the Turkish Interior Minister Suley-
man Soylu in Ankara (Turkey).

The Uyghurs were worried about the secrecy surrounding 
the meeting attended by the Turkish migration administra-
tion officials responsible for granting Turkey’s citizenship 
to the Uyghurs. Also attending the meeting was the Chinese 
Ambassador to Turkey, reported IFFRAS.

Turkey is home to about 50,000 Uyghurs, the largest Uy-
ghur Diaspora outside Central Asian region.

“Uyghur refugees already receiving Turkish citizenship are 
not in danger. But on the line are those still under refugee 
status and who act independently. What horrors lie ahead 
are unthinkable,” said the Uyghur refugee. Recently, some 
55 Uyghur organizations called on world leaders to recognize 
December 9 as Uyghur Genocide Recognition Day, reported 
Radio Free Asia (RFA). On December 9, 2021, an indepen-
dent UK-based Uyghur Tribunal announced its findings that 
China committed genocide against Uyghurs and other ethnic 
minorities in its Xinjiang region. Uyghur organizations from 
20 countries asked global leaders to take action to end the 
Chinese government’s human rights atrocities against the 
predominantly Muslim Uyghurs.

vIoLEnT ProTESTS

wAr wITh rUSSIA

Apple’s largest supplier Foxconn faces 
chaos due to China’s zero-Covid policy

ExPLoSIonS hEArd In kyIv’S ShEvChEnkIvSkyI dISTrICT: CITy MAyor

Foxconn, Apple’s largest supplier, 
has faced unending chaos in the last 
two months at its Zhengzhou plant, 
which happens to be the largest 
iPhone factory in the world, located 
in the Henan province in central 
China, reported Portal Plus.

Foxconn’s Zhengzhou plant which 
earlier employed over 2,00,000 
workers, is facing violent protests 
by employees since November. The 
chaos which seems to be the result 

of China’s zero-Covid policy, started 
after Foxconn held an employment 
drive in October due to a majority of 
Foxconn workers leaving the com-
pound amid fear of the “barbaric 
methods adopted by the manage-
ment to deal with the country’s 
coronavirus pandaemic outbreak”, 
reported Portal Plus.

The plant received over 1,00,000 
new applications. Protests began 
after the new workers became ac-
quainted with the work scenario 
which was different from the one 
promised during recruitment.

Newly-hired employees were 
promised a bonus payment of 3,000 
yuan after 30 working days, and an-
other 3,000 yuan at the completion 
of 60 days. However, the promises 
turned out to be mere tactics of en-
ticement, as workers upon arrival at 
the factory were intimated that the 
bonus would only be given out much 
later, according to Portal Plus.

The new workers took no time to 
stage a protest against the manage-
ment. Foxconn, in light of the vio-
lent protests, paid its workers two 
months of salary ($1400) and asked 

them to leave. China’s faulty zero-
Covid policy seems to be the reason 
behind the chaos at Foxconn. It is 
the state’s inability to handle the vi-
rus and subsequent crisis which has 
ultimately led to this situation. China 
has had to face unprecedented eco-
nomic repercussions, which have 
created ripple effects all over the 
world ultimately impacting the glob-
al economy, according to Portal Plus. 
Owing to China’s Covid response, 78 
per cent of the responding brands in 
a survey said that China was an unat-
tractive choice for investment.

Blasts were heard in Kyiv’s 
Shevchenkivskyi district, 
city mayor Vitaly Klichko 
wrote on his Telegram 
channel on Wednesday, re-
ported TASS.

“Explosions in the capi-
tal’s Shevchenkovsky dis-
trict,” the mayor wrote. 
According to TASS, an air 
raid alert was declared in 
the Ukrainian capital at 
05:55 (06:55 Moscow time). 
Sirens also went off in the 
Kyiv, Vinnitsa and Zhitomir 

regions.
The Shevchenkivskyi 

district is located in Kyiv’s 
central part. There are 71 
enterprises in the district’s 
industrial complex.

The Ukrainian President 
in his address on Tuesday 
said: “In 293 days of this 
terrible war, the very de-
velopments created oppor-
tunities for various coun-
tries and leaders to show 
themselves and to find their 
function in the protection of 
what all of us in the world 
value anyway.”

“And I am grateful to you, 
dear friends, for the fact that 
New Zealand was one of 

the first to start supporting 
Ukraine in the struggle for 

independence and justice,” 
he said.

“Various dictators and ag-
gressors always do not real-
ize that the strength of the 
free world is not that some-
one is big and accumulated 
missiles, but that everyone 
knows how to unite and act 
decisively, sincerely, and 
that everyone makes their 
unique contribution to the 
common cause,” he added.

D a r k n e s s  g r i p p e d 
Ukraine’s Odesa on Sat-
urday as over 1.5 million 
people in the port city were 
left without electricity amid 

dipping temperatures after 
the energy facilities were 
hit, Al Jazeera reported.

During his nightly ad-
dress, the President of 
Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said that the situation 
is very difficult in the port 
city of Odesa as the energy 
facilities might take months 
to get repaired.

According to the Ukrai-
nian authorities, Odesa 
was left without electricity 
after two energy facilities 
in the area were attacked 
by drones built in Iran dur-
ing the continuing conflict, 

causing damage to the en-
ergy infrastructure.

According to officials, 
during the early hours of 
Saturday, Russian strikes 
struck important transmis-
sion lines and machinery, 
reported Al Jazeera.

Only critical infrastruc-
ture, including hospitals 
and maternity wards, had 
access to electricity, the au-
thorities said. At least three 
people were killed and six 
injured in a missile strike 
launched by Russia in the 
Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, 
CNN reported. 

An air raid alert was declared in the Ukrainian capital. Sirens 
also went off in the Kyiv, Vinnitsa and Zhitomir regions.

top of the day

17 kILLEd, 
SEvErAL InjUrEd 
In nEPAL roAd 
ACCIdEnT
KATHMANDU : At least 
17 persons died and 
over 15 were injured in a 
bus accident on Tuesday 
evening in Kavrepalan-
chowk district of Central 
Nepal, the police said. The 
bus, packed with people 
on their way home from a 
religious ceremony, met 
with an accident at Chalal 
Ganeshsthan in Bethan-
chowk Village Council-4 
of Kavrepalanchowk,” the 
Superintendent of Police 
of Chakraraj Joshi district 
told ANI. “Seveteen people 
have been confirmed 
dead while many others 
are injured. The rescue 
operation is still underway. 
Three died on the spot 
while 14 died on their way 
to the hospital,” SP Chakr-
araj Joshi said. Located at 
a distance of about 90 kms 
from the capital of Kath-
mandu, the Bethanchowk 
area is dotted with steep 
roads and narrow slopes. 

EMMy wInnEr  
STUArT MArgoLIn 
PASSES AwAy 
WASHINGTON: Two-time 
Emmy winner, actor Stu-
art Margolin, profoundly 
known for his perfor-
mance as Evelyn ‘Angel’ 
Martin in ‘The Rockford 
Files,’ has passed away 
at 82 of natural causes in 
Staunton on Monday. The 
news of his demise was 
confirmed by his fam-
ily members to Variety, a 
US-based news outlet. Ac-
cording to Variety, Margo-
lin also starred in Days of 
Heaven and S.O.B. movies 
and the television shows 
M*A*S*H, The Fall Guy, 
Cannon, Hill Street Blues, 
and 30 Rock.  Margolin 
made his acting debut in 
the early 1960s, appear-
ing as a guest star on 
shows like “The Gertrude 
Berg Show” and “Ensign 
O’Toole,” which both aired 
in black and white. Before 
landing a recurring role 
on “Love, American Style,” 
which he even helmed an 
episode of in 1973, he went 
on to make intermittent 
appearances on shows 
including “Bewitched,” 

“That Girl,” “The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show,” and “The 
Partridge Family.” 

‘MoLECULAr 
hydrogEn CAn 
BE TrEATMEnT of 
ChronIC PAIn’
BARCELONA: Research-
ers show in animal models 
that hydrogen-enriched 
water (H2) reduces neu-
ropathic pain symptoms 
and associated mental 
problems. In an article 
published in the journal 
Antioxidants, researchers 
from the Hospital de la 
Santa Creu i Sant Pau Re-
search Institute (IIB Sant 
Pau) and the Universitat 
Autonoma de Barcelona. 
Twenty per cent of the 
Spanish population suf-
fers from chronic pain, and 
between 7 and 10% from 
neuropathic pain. This 
condition, mostly caused 
by nerve damage, causes 
people to feel intense and 
constant pain. Treatments 
are scarce and often 
involve a large number of 
adverse effects that affect 
the patients’ quality of 
life. For this reason, the 
Molecular Neuropharma-
cology research group is 
looking for new therapeu-
tic possibilities that can 
help people who suffer 
from it.
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UN SAYS WORRIED BY HATE ON SOCIAL MEDIA

US TO ISSUE ADDITIONAL H-2B VISAS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023

The United Nations is wor-
ried about spreading hate 
and misinformation on 
social media networks, 
spokesperson Stephane Du-
jarric said on Tuesday.

The UN spokesperson 
made these remarks after 
Elon Musk dissolved Twit-
ter’s department that ad-
dresses harassment cases 
on the microblogging web-
site. “We are very much 
concerned about how social 
media platforms become an 

environment that spreads 
hate and disinformation. 
And I think it’s incumbent 
on social media companies 
to ensure that this does 
not happen,” Dujarric told 
a briefing. The secretary-
general, however, has no 
comments on Twitter’s new 
technical changes, Dujarric 
added. On Monday, Twitter 
dismantled the company’s 
Trust and Safety Council 
responsible for tackling 
harassment and child ex-
ploitation. The move comes 
as newly minted Twitter 
owner Musk is cancelling 

many of the network’s poli-
cies and practices that had 
been in place prior to his ac-
quisition.

Musk this month an-
nounced he wants to change 
certain technical features of 
Twitter, including increas-
ing the number of charac-
ters on Twitter from 280 to 
4,000. In addition, the bil-
lionaire would like to see the 
maximum length of videos 
extended -- a change which 
could help bloggers and 
others to make money while 
creating better content on 
the platform. 

For the first time, the US has 
temporarily made available 
64,716 additional H-2B visas 
meant for unskilled foreign 
workers for the fiscal year 
2023 to ensure that Ameri-
can businesses can plan for 
their peak season labour 
needs. The H-2B visas allow 
employers to temporarily 
hire foreign workers to per-
form nonagricultural labour 

or services in the US for a 
limited period of time such 
as a one-time occurrence, 
seasonal need, a peak load 
need or intermittent need.

The move by the US Citi-
zenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) is unlikely 
to make any significant im-
pact on Indians as most of 
them do not opt for it.

Indians generally do not 
opt for H-2B visas as the 
majority of them migrating 
to the US are highly skilled 

professionals employed 
by American companies 
in speciality occupations 
that require theoretical or 
technical expertise. H-1B 
visas are required for such 
immigrants. “The Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
(DHS) and the Department 
of Labour (DOL) are issu-
ing a temporary final rule 
that makes available 64,716 
additional H-2B temporary 
nonagricultural worker 
visas for fiscal year (FY) 

2023,” the USCIS said in a 
press release on Monday.

These supplemental H-2B 
visas are for US employers 
seeking to petition for ad-
ditional workers at certain 
periods of the fiscal year 
before September 15, 2023, 
it said.

For the first half of FY 
2023, there are 18,216 im-
mediately available visas 
limited to returning work-
ers regardless of country of 
nationality.

MISINFORMATION

‘FOREIGN WORKERS’
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IMMEDIATE CHALLENGE

GENERAL MUNIR HAS HIS HANDS 
FULL WITH TTP-AFGHAN TALIBAN
General Asim Munir, 

the new Pakistan 
Army chief, will 

have to relook at the age-old 
patronage of the Taliban and 
find a new way to deal with 
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), a terrorist organ-
isation protected by another 
terrorist entity, the Afghan 
Taliban, both an immediate 
challenge to the Pakistan 
Army’s authority, reported 
Geo-politik.

TTP’s rise is mainly due to 
the support it draws from 
the Afghan Taliban, Paki-
stan Army’s traditional ally 
and key strategic instrument 
against India’s expansion in 
the region. General Munir, 

therefore, has his hands full 
with the TTP-Afghan Tali-
ban, politics and internal 
dynamics of the army lead-
ership. The TTP cannot be 
pushed back without deal-
ing with the Afghan Taliban 
as it is the Taliban which is 
protecting the TTP.

According to Geo-politik, 
Munir can no longer ignore 
the legacy of his predecessor, 
Javed Bajwa, who dismissed 
reports of the regathering of 
TTP militants in Swat and 
other areas in Pakistan in a 
bid to cover up his singular 
failure in defending the ter-
ritorial integrity of Pakistan.

The report said that Ba-
jwa during his tenure had 
started a peace dialogue with 
TTP and even struck a secret 

pact with the militant leader-
ship to hoodwink the people, 
with the active connivance 
of his other protege, Imran 
Khan as the Prime Minister.

It is therefore not surpris-
ing that as soon as Bajwa 

exited, TTP called off the 
ceasefire agreement and or-
dered its militants to attack 
Pakistan, whenever and 
wherever they get the op-
portunity. This can be seen 
in the recent beheading of a 
police officer in Bannu. The 
incident shows that the TTP 
is serious about implement-
ing its threat.

Pakistani newspaper Busi-
ness Recorder termed “these 
are consequences of the ap-
peasement policy adopted 
by the state until recently”, 
reported Geo-politik.

After General Asim Mu-
nir assumed the position 
of Pakistan Army chief last 
month, he is now facing an 
unprecedented crisis, ema-
nating from the economic 

and political upheaval in the 
country.

“Army is facing public 
ridicule in Pakistan to the 
dismay of old-timers who 
still consider that Army is 
an essential part of three ‘A’s 
guiding the destiny of the 
country, the other two being 
America and Saudi Arabia,” 
wrote the London-based 
commentator James Crick-
ton, in an opinion piece for 
South Asia centred think 
tank Policy Research Group 
(Poreg).

Crickton said that Paki-
stan’s military has been the 
only stable and formidable 
institution in the country 
even as the country “faced 
political, economic, judicial, 
and religious upheavals.”
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Pakistan Army Chief General 
Asim Munir.

US gets breakthrough in fusion technology

The United States has 
achieved a major scientific 
breakthrough in fusion 
technology that will pave the 
way for advancements in na-
tional defence and the future 
of “clean” power, the Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) an-
nounced on Tuesday.

A team at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Labo-
ratory in California con-
ducted the first controlled 
fusion experiment in his-
tory to achieve a “scientific 

energy breakeven” that 
“produced more energy 
from fusion than the laser 
energy used to drive it,” the 
Energy Department said in 
a statement issued jointly 
with the National Nuclear 
Security Administration 
(NNSA). “This historic, 
first-of-its kind achieve-
ment will provide un-
precedented capability to 
support NNSA’s Stockpile 
Stewardship Program and 
will provide invaluable in-
sights into the prospects of 
clean fusion energy, which 
would be a game-changer 

for efforts to achieve Presi-
dent Biden’s goal of a net-
zero carbon economy,” the 
statement said.

US media reports have 
said that proponents of 
fusion hope to one-day 
produce nearly limitless, 
carbon-free energy and 
displace fossil fuels as well 
as other traditional energy 
sources. Experts said net 
energy gain has been an 
elusive goal because fusion 
happens at inordinately 
high temperatures and 
pressures that are very dif-
ficult to control.

While producing energy 
that powers homes and 
businesses from fusion 
might be decades away, the 
achievement by the team 
at Lawrence Livermore is 
nonetheless significant, the 
reports said.

“We have had a theoreti-
cal understanding of fu-
sion for over a century, but 
the journey from knowing 
to doing can be long and 
arduous. Today’s mile-
stone shows what we can 
do with perseverance,” 
said White House Office 
of Science and Technology 

Policy Director Arati Prab-
hakar said. 

US Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer said 
he has secured what he 
described as the “high-
est ever authorization” of 
more than USD 624 mil-
lion for this year to enable 
researchers to build on 
the fusion breakthrough. 
“This astonishing scien-
tific advance puts us on 
the precipice of a future no 
longer reliant on fossil fu-
els but instead powered by 
new clean fusion energy,” 
he said.

‘FIRST-OF-ITS KIND FEAT’

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON 

Rifts have emerged in Paki-
stan’s ruling coalition after the 
federal cabinet gave a go-ahead 
for the signing of the Reko Diq 
deal before the December 15 
deadline. The two main coali-
tion parties of the government, 
the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl 
(JUI-F) and the Balochistan Na-
tional Party-Mengel (BNP-M), 
boycotted the cabinet meeting, 
chaired by Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, reported The Ex-
press Tribune. The cabinet held 
a detailed discussion on the 
Reko Diq copper-gold project 
in Balochistan’s Chagai district.

Lawmakers in the Balo-
chistan Assembly lashed out 
at the government over the 
passage of a resolution in fa-
vour of the deal. The resolu-
tion was termed as an attempt 
to usurp the rights of the people 
of Balochistan. The JUI-F and 

the BNP-M members protested 
that they were not taken into 
confidence on the issue. The 
government, however, as-
sured the members that their 
doubts were valid and would 
be addressed.

Sharif in his opening re-
marks, said that the gov-
ernment of Pakistan would 
ensure the protection of the 
rights of investors in all the 
investment projects, includ-
ing the Reko Diq project, and 
all the promises made to them 
would be fulfilled, according 
to a report in The Express 
Tribune. The report said the 
cabinet was informed that a 
presidential reference was 
filed in the Supreme Court un-
der Article 186 of the Constitu-
tion for a legal opinion on the 
final agreements. The court 
gave its opinion on December 
9, saying that the restructur-
ing process was transparent. 

A five-member cabinet com-
mittee was formed to remove 
some legal obstacles and hold 
talks with the leaders of the 
coalition parties, to address 
their concerns. The committee 
comprised of Finance Minister 
Ishaq Dar, Commerce Minis-
ter Syed Naveed Qamar, Law 
Minister Azam Tarar and Eco-
nomic Affairs Minister Ayaz 
Sadiq. The committee decided 
that an amendment would be 
made in consultation with the 
concerned parties.

After a long discussion, the 
ministers approved the sign-
ing of the final agreements for 
restructuring the Reko Diq 
project on the recommenda-
tion of the Petroleum Division. 
The cabinet also approved the 
project funding plan passed 
by the Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC) of the 
Cabinet, reported The Express 
Tribune.

Awami Action Committee Gil-
git Baltistan (AACGB), amid 
the ongoing public protest 
against the ‘incompetent and 
failed PTI government’, took 
out a massive protest rally 
against the imposition of ad-
ditional taxes, cancellation of 
subsidies, load shedding and 
acute wheat flour crisis in Gil-
git Baltistan (GB) from Jotial 
bus stand to Ghari Bagh, on 
December 11.

Thousands of people, along 
with leaders and activists 
of the Awami Action Com-
mittee, Anjuman-e-Tajiran, 
transporters associations, 
Gilgit-Pakhtun Welfare Or-
ganisation, Karakoram Na-
tional Movement, Balawar-
istan National Front, Hotel 
Association, Shopping Malls 
Association and various po-
litical Islamist parties and or-
ganisations participated in the 
rally, which also comprised 
of 100s of vehicles. AACGB 
chairman Fida Hussain, 
former chairman Maulana 
Sultan Raees and other lead-
ers led the rally. Addressing 
the rally which culminated 

in a public meeting at Ghari 
Bagh, Fida Hussain said the 
incompetent rulers of GB have 
rendered the life of the people 
miserable. The wheat flour is 
unavailable while 20 hours 
of load-shedding is adding to 
their woes.

There is no government in 
this unfortunate region, he 
alleged, adding that forests 
of GB have been handed 
over to the FC, telecommu-
nication to SCO, Sost Port 
to NLC and roads to FWO, 
while the people have been 
left at the mercy of Allah. 
He announced that the AAC 
would further intensify the 

protest movement and it will 
continue till the problems 
of the people are resolved. 
Former chairman, AAC Sul-
tan Raees, announced that 
all stakeholders and people 
of GB, including business-
men and transporters par-
ticipating in the rally, have 
rejected the anti-people ac-
tions of the GB government, 
which wishes to make the 
people beggars by plunder-
ing their natural resources. 
On the one hand, people’s 
lives have been made difficult 
by imposing extra taxes and 
increasing the price of electric-
ity, while on the other hand, 

conspiracies are being hatched 
to usurp the resources and 
land of the people, he said. 
Declaring that the people of 
GB had lost their patience, 
Raees added that GB rulers 
while pushing the people 
into darkness are enjoying a 
luxurious life in Islamabad. 

These rulers feel proud of 
being security guards of Bani-
gala, Raiwind and Larkana. 
He alleged that GB rulers 
and land mafias are distrib-
uting GB lands among them-
selves through ACs and DCs. 
He also accused the GB 
govt of forming a fake 
Awami Action Commit-
tee to divide the GB people. 
Meanwhile, the Pakistan in-
terior ministry has issued a 
threat for possible terrorist at-
tacks across Pakistan, includ-
ing GB, in the coming days. 
In the alert, all provin-
cial, as well as GB and 
PoK governments, have 
been directed to take strin-
gent security measures. 
GB home department has put 
over 1,000 security personnel 
from GB Scouts, FC and police 
on a high alert for the security 
of Chinese engineers.

COPPER-GOLD PROJECT

‘LIFE MADE MISERABLE’

Rifts emerge in Pakistan’s ruling 
coalition over Reko Diq deal

Threat to Chinese engineers, protests against 
wheat, power crisis grip Gilgit Baltistan
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Thousands of people, along with leaders and activists, 
participated in the rally.
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An image of 
Maratha ruler 

Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj 
being projected 

at Gateway of 
India during 
the special 
light show 

organised for 
G20 delegates, 

in Mumbai on 
Tuesday.

MESMERISING

#ARJUNTENDULKAR

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON: ARJUN 
TENDULKAR WINS HEARTS BY 
SCORING A CENTURY
Sachin Tendulkar’s son, Arjun Tendulkar, who made his 
Ranji Trophy debut against Rajasthan on Wednesday, 
followed in his father’s footsteps by scoring a century. 
Arjun is primarily a fast bowler who made his first-class 
debut.

Netizens are wonderstruck by his debut and have 
placed #ArjunTendulkar at the top of Twitter. Bharath 
Ramaraj, writer at Cricbuzz, tweeted, “Arjun Ten-
dulkar’s move to Goa could turn out to be a game-
changer for him. You can grow in your role only if you get 
more opportunities. It relates to all fields.”

Whereas another user posted, “Sachin Tendulkar will 
be proud dad today. Son Arjun Tendulkar slams maiden 
century for Goa in Ranji trophy debut match vs Rajast-
han. Well played young man. Left hand tall pacer with 
ability of century making batting technique.”

“If you want 
to change the 
lives of citizens 
of developing 
countries, and 
even developed 
countries, you need 
to have quality, 
transparent, 
accessible data.”

— AMITABH KANT

BRAIN-PICKING 

G20 Sherpa,  addressing the G20 Development Working 
Group Meeting

DISCOVERY

FIRST-EVER AUDIO RECORDING OF  
EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL WHIRLWIND ON MARS
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The first functional microphone on the surface of Mars was 
installed on the rover Perseverance when it first touched 
down there. Researchers used it to record the first audio of 
an extra-terrestrial whirlwind.

Naomi Murdoch, a planetary scientist, and a group of re-
searchers from NASA, the National Higher French Institute 
of Aeronautics and Space, and other institutions published 
their findings in the journal Nature Communications. The 
instrument team that produced the discovery is led by Roger 
Wiens, professor of earth, atmospheric, and planetary sci-
ences at Purdue University. 

He oversees Perseverance’s Super Cam, a collection of so-
phisticated remote-sensing devices that make up the rover’s 
“head” and include a variety of spectrometers, cameras, and 
microphones. “We can learn a lot more using sound than 
we can with some of the other tools,” Wiens stated. “They 
take readings at regular intervals. The microphone lets us 
sample—not quite at the speed of sound but nearly 100,000 
times a second. It helps us get a stronger sense of what Mars 
is like.”

The microphone is not on continuously; it records for 
about three minutes every couple of days. Getting the 
whirlwind recording, as Wiens stated, was lucky, though 
not necessarily unexpected. 

In the Jezero Crater, where Perseverance landed, the team 
has observed evidence of nearly 100 dust devils—tiny torna-
does of dust and grit—since the rover’s landing. This is the first 
time the microphone was on when one passed over the rover. 
The sound recording of the dust devil, taken together with 
air pressure readings and time-lapse photography, helps 
scientists understand the Martian atmosphere and weather.

Rover Perseverance on Mars.
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FAREWELL

As Don’s time in the 
Mathura Railway 
Protection Force 

came to an end, the service 
dog was auctioned off to a 
new owner.

“He helped us in many 
cases of RPF and was used 
in cases of robbery and theft. 
I am feeling sad,” stated ASI, 
RPF (DOG Squad), and RG 
Verma. ‘Don’ has been assist-
ing the RPF for the previous 
six years, according to offi-
cials, and was given to a new 
owner after being auctioned 
for Rs. 10,550.

“I received him when he 
was 2 months old. I trained 
him and raised him like my 
child. Due to some medi-
cal condition, he is unable 
to discharge govt duties 
and hence he has been auc-
tioned,” stated R Verma, who 
was overcome with emotion 
while saying goodbye to Don.

When he was brought to 
the RPF in 2015, ‘Don,’ a 
7-year-old Labrador retriev-

er, was only three months 
old. Don enlisted in the Rail-
way Protection Force’s dog 
unit in 2016 and underwent 
training in Tamil Nadu. It 
received specialised train-
ing for six months in Tamil 
Nadu before joining the dog 
squad and beginning to play 
a significant role in locating 
offenders.

The officials informed 
that around Rs. 10,000 per 
month was spent on Don’s 
care and diet. According to 
Asi Ram Gopal, don’s han-
dler, there were some issues 
with the canine’s spinal cord, 
and it was declared medically 
unfit on 12 September this 
year because it had difficulty 
jumping and running.

Although Don was set to 
retire on 31 August, 2025, in 
view of his medical condition, 
he was retired and auctioned. 
A total of four bidders turned 
up for the auction. The bid-
ding started at Rs 6,000 and 
was won by Varun Saxena, 
a resident of Govardhan 
Chauraha, Mathura, for Rs 
10,550.

‘DON-THE DOG’ RETIRES FROM UP 
POLICE JOB, FINDS A NEW MASTER

Don the dog checking luggages at railway station.

‘And the award goes to..’, check all the 
nominees for the Golden Globes Award

RIVETING

In terms of the Golden Globes, this year 
is notable for India because the beloved 
movie “RRR” received two nomina-
tions. This year, “RRR” has received 
nominations for Best Non-English Lan-
guage Film and Best Original Song for 
‘Naatu Naatu’. Aside from “RRR,” there 
are a lot of other intriguing nomina-
tions this year that have the fans giddy. 
The programme will resume airing on 
NBC, which is bringing it back for a 

one-year trial. The show’s host will be 
stand-up comedian Jerrod Carmichael. 

Here’s the full list of nominees in differ-
ent categories:

RRR in the nominations for Golden Globe Awards.
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BEFUDDLING

JUST MARRIED OR NOT? DEVOLEENA  
LEAVES  NETIZENS IN CONFUSION

Devoleena Bhattacharjee, who has starred in TV shows 
including “Bigg Boss” and “Saath Nibhaana Saathiya,” is 
supposedly married. The actor posted a number of images 
to her Instagram stories that appear to show that she has 
already married the love of her life.

Devoleena shared a video with actor Vishal Singh a few 
months ago in which he proposed to her, which electrified 
both of their fan bases. They eventually admitted that it 
was only for a music video, though. Fans are still uncertain 
as to whether Devoleena’s latest wedding photos were tak-
en for a different project or if the actor actually got married.

A photo from her ‘Haldi’ ceremony was posted by Vishal 
Singh, clearly hinting that it’s not him who is getting mar-
ried to the actor. Later, Devoleena shared a bunch of images 
with ‘kaleeras’ and ‘sindoor’, and a ‘mangalsutra’ decked 
up in a beautiful bridal red outfit, hinting that she got mar-
ried. Devoleena also posted a photo of herself holding the 
mystery man’s hand.

Although there is no clarity or statement from her end, 
fans are happy to see her enjoy her ‘wedding’ day.

In February, after exchanging rings in a video, Devoleena 
and Vishal revealed that it was not an actual engagement.

Devoleena's  Instagram post and stories.
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FIVE WEIRD WAYS TO BEAT A COLD
Coughing and colds infect our airways, causing 
immune system cells to fight inflammation caused 
by symptoms. The symptoms of a sore throat and a 
cough are alleviated by lowering inflammation in the 
cells of our airways. How to stay healthy when the 
weather changes is a frequently discussed topic. But 
what if you feel that familiar tickling in your throat 
while speeding to Cold City? Here are five weird ways 
to beat a cold:

WALK FAST
According to recent studies, fast walking boosts 
immunity, which helps you avoid getting sick 
with a cold. Walking fast can help you keep your 
body warm. However, avoid overexerting your-

self by refraining from running, and if you have more 
than the common cold, it is advisable to stay in bed.

EAT PEPPERS
Red bell peppers are a superfood that are 
high in vitamin C and are thought to shorten 
and lessen the severity of cold and flu symp-
toms. Yogurt, turmeric, garlic, oregano, 

green tea, and pumpkins are additional foods that in-
crease immunity. Keeping a roasted black pepper in 
your mouth can keep you from coughing continuously.

TAKE A SAUNA
According to research, breathing warm, hu-
mid air somehow provides your body with the 
same cleansing benefits as drinking lots of 
liquids when you’re sick, causing the cold to 

vanish on its own. If not a sauna, then a steamer might 
do its job and help you clear your nostrils. 

DON’T BLOW
When your nose is blocked, blowing out both 
nostrils at the same time can cause mucus 
to rise into your sinuses, potentially leading 
to further infection. Take decongestants in-

stead, or blow each nostril individually. 

HAVE A HOT FRUIT DRINK
To be more precise, a fruit cordial, it has been 
discovered that symptoms including sniffling, 
coughing, sore throat, and a runny nose can 
be alleviated by consuming a hot cup of ap-

ple and black currant juice. If other hot beverages are 
equally effective, scientists are investigating this.

— ALISHA  LOUIS

1. Best Motion Picture: Drama 
“Avatar: The Way of Water” (20th 
Century Studios) 
“Elvis” (Warner Bros.) 
“The Fabelmans” (Universal Pictures) 
“Tar” (Focus Features) 
“Top Gun: Maverick” (Paramount 
Pictures)

2. Best Picture, Musical or Comedy 
“Babylon” (Paramount Pictures) 
“The Banshees of Inisherin” (Search-
light Pictures) 
“Everything Everywhere All at Once” 
(A24) 
“Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery” 
(Netflix) 
“Triangle of Sadness” (Neon)

3. Best Director, Motion Picture 
James Cameron (“Avatar: The Way of 
Water”) 
Daniel Kwan, Daniel Scheinert (“Ev-
erything Everywhere All at Once”) 
Baz Luhrmann (“Elvis”) 
Martin McDonagh (“The Banshees of 
Inisherin”) 
Steven Spielberg (“The Fabelmans”)

4. Best Screenplay, Motion Picture 
“Tar” (Focus Features) -- Todd Field 
“Everything Everywhere All at Once” 
(A24) -Daniel Kwan, Daniel Scheinert 

“The Banshees of Inisherin” (Search-
light Pictures) -- Martin McDonagh 
“Women Talking” (MGM/ United Art-
ists Releasing) -- Sarah Polley 
“The Fabelmans” (Universal Pictures) 
-- Steven Spielberg, Tony Kushner

5. Best Performance by an Actor in a 
Motion Picture, Drama 
Austin Butler (“Elvis”) 
Brendan Fraser (“The Whale”) 
Hugh Jackman (“The Son”) 
Bill Nighy (“Living”) 
Jeremy Pope (“The Inspection”)

6. Best Performance by an Actress 
in a Motion Picture, Drama 
Cate Blanchett (“Tar”) 
Olivia Colman (“Empire of Light”) 
Viola Davis (“The Woman King”) 
Ana de Armas (“Blonde”) 
Michelle Williams (“The Fabel-
mans”)

7. Best Performance by an Actress in 
a Motion Picture, Musical or Comedy 
Lesley Manville (“Mrs. Harris Goes to 
Paris”) 
Margot Robbie (“Babylon”) 
Anya Taylor-Joy (“The Menu”) 
Emma Thompson (“Good Luck to You, 
Leo Grande”) 
Michelle Yeoh (“Everything Every-

where All at Once”)

8. Best Performance by an Actor in a 
Motion Picture, Musical or Comedy 
Diego Calva (“Babylon”) 
Daniel Craig (“Glass Onion: A Knives 
Out Mystery”) 
Adam Driver (“White Noise”) 
Colin Farrell (“The Banshees of 
Inisherin”) 
Ralph Fiennes (“The Menu”)

9. Best Supporting Actor - Motion 
Picture 
Brendan Gleeson (“The Banshees of 
Inisherin”) 
Barry Keoghan (“The Banshees of 
Inisherin”) 
Brad Pitt (“Babylon”) 
Ke Huy Quan (“Everything Everywhere 
All at Once”) 
Eddie Redmayne (“The Good Nurse”)

10. Best Supporting Actress, Motion 
Picture 
Angela Bassett (“Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever”) 
Kerry Condon (“The Banshees of 
Inisherin”) 
Jamie Lee Curtis (“Everything  Every-
where All at Once”) 
Dolly De Leon (“Triangle of Sadness”) 
Carey Mulligan (“She Said”)
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 The bi-functional LED projector 
headlamp is new.  The Infinity display 
console retains the ‘badge of thrill’—the 
tachometer needle—as a nod to the golden 
age of performance motorcycling.

in brief

Whatsapp to bring ‘vieW 
once’ messages feature
After adding the disappearing messages feature in 
2020, instant messaging and voice-over-IP service 
WhatsApp, is now working on an extreme version of 
that option.  Mashable has reported that WABetaInfo 
suggests that the extreme version of this option will be a message that can only 
be viewed once before it disappears, both for the sender and the recipient. The 
new feature can be found in the latest WhatsApp beta for Android, version 
2.22.25.20. Once a user sends such a message, the recipient cannot share or 
forward the message. WhatsApp already has this feature in place for photos 
and videos. When a user sends a view-once photo or video, the person on the 
other end cannot take a screenshot of it; presumably, the same functionality 
will be enabled for view-once messages, too, according to Mashable. For photos 
and videos, the view-once functionality is enabled by choosing an image or 
video to send and then tapping on the encircled ‘1’ icon on the right side of the 
caption prompt. There’s currently a special send button icon with an added 
padlock for text messages, though the design may change once the feature 
comes out of beta, as per Mashable.

tWitter accounts noW verified 
With three colours
Twitter’s updated account verifica-
tion program has finally launched. 
Earlier, every account had a blue 
tick; now there is a development in 
which some accounts have turned 
gold. Last month, CEO Elon Musk 
took to the microblogging site to 
make the announcement. “Sorry for 
the delay, we’re tentatively launching Verified on Friday next week.” he posted. 
“Gold checks for companies, grey checks for the government, blue checks for 
individuals (celebrity or not), and all verified accounts will be manually au-
thenticated before the check activates,” the SpaceX CEO added. He had earlier 
tweeted about the usage of different colours for different organisations and 
individuals, but fleshed out the details just recently. “All verified individual 
humans will have the same blue check, as the boundary of what constitutes 
“notable” is otherwise too subjective.” According to a report by The Verge, 
‘Twitter Blue’ subscriptions rolled out despite warnings.

The Bajaj Pulsar is one 
of the most recogni-
sable names when it 

comes to motorcycles in In-
dia. Within the Pulsar range, 
it is the Pulsar 150 that’s been 
dominating sales for years as 
it provides a good combina-
tion of affordability, pre-
mium quotient, and sporti-
ness. Now the Pune-based 
bike maker has launched the 
all-new Pulsar P150 in the 
market, which, in its words, 
has been reimagined with a 
modern, sporty design and 
been re-engineered to de-
liver superior performance 
and maneuverability.

Design
The Pulsar P150 is built on 
the next-gen Pulsar platform 
that was introduced in Oc-
tober 2021. After the 250cc 
twins (N250 and F250) 
and the N160, this is Pul-
sar’s third offering on this 
all-new platform. Accord-
ing to Bajaj, the new design 
language makes the Pulsar 
P150 sportier, sharper, and 
lighter. The bi-functional 
LED projector headlamp is 
new, and along with LED 
tail lamps with glitter pat-
terns, looks quite catchy. 
The Infinity display console 
retains the “badge of thrill”—
the tachometer needle—as a 

nod to the golden age of per-
formance motorcycling. You 
also get useful readouts like 
a gear position indicator and 
a distance to empty readout. 
Apart from this, the bike also 
gets a USB charging port and 

a split seat.

engine
The Pulsar P150 is powered 
by a new 149.68 cc air-cooled 
engine, which delivers a 
peak power of 14.5 PS @ 

8500 rpm and a maximum 
torque of 13.5 Nm @ 6000 
rpm. Significantly, 90% of 
the torque is available across 
the usable rpm range, some-
thing that aids in a faster 
pickup and lesser gearshifts. 

The bike gets a 5-speed gear-
shift. You also get a damper 
for better NVH manage-
ment, which helps with re-
finement. All these factors 
promise to make the Pulsar 
P150 a more user-friendly 
bike, especially in city traf-
fic. Along with a 790mm 
seat height, there is a 10-kg 
reduction in weight (for the 
twin-disc variant), which 
means an 11% increase in 
the power-to-weight ratio 
on the bike. This Bajaj says, 
enhances the sporty creden-
tials of the bike even further.

RiDe anD HanDling
With a new mono-shock 
rear suspension and an un-
derbelly exhaust positioned 
near the bike’s centre of 
gravity, the design, accord-
ing to Bajaj, ensures better 
balance and handling. The 
single-disc variant allows a 
more upright stance, while 
the twin-disc variant has a 
sportier stance and comes 
with a split seat. The bike 
gets a 260 mm front brake 
with single-channel ABS 

and a 230 mm rear disc 
brake on the more expensive 
split-seat variant. The single 
seat variant carries 260 mm 
front brakes with single-
channel ABS and 130 mm 
rear drum brakes. The bike 
gets 17-inch tubeless tyres 
on both the front and rear, 
though the split seat model 
gets a better profile for im-
proved grip on any terrain. 
You get a wheelbase of 1,352 
mm and a ground clearance 
of 165 mm.

PRice
The Pulsar P150 is priced 
starting at Rs 1.16 lakh (ex-
showroom) for the single-
disc variant, while the twin-
disc variant is priced at Rs. 
1.19 lakh. It will be available 
in 5 colours for both vari-
ants – Racing Red, Carib-
bean Blue, Ebony Black 
Red, Ebony Black Blue and 
Ebony Black White. The mo-
torcycle will be rolled out all 
over the country in the com-
ing weeks.
The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com. 
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the bajaj pulsar saga 
continues With the neW p150

india’s first flex fuel prototype car unveiled

India: A global 
tech leader

ShamS Naqvi
NEW DELHI
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India’s embrace of technol-
ogy has paid off in many 
ways. Citizens are empow-
ered, governments are less 
burdened, and businesses 
are free of excessive bureau-
cratic red tape. The adoption 
of technology-enabled close 
to the entire Indian popula-
tion to possess a digital ID, 
and a large portion of the 
country’s population is con-
nected to the financial and 
banking systems.

India’s technological skill, 
as evidenced by the Aaro-
gya Setu and CoWin apps, 
also allowed her to manage 
the Covid crisis much more 
efficiently than would have 
been otherwise.

Today, India is dubbed a 
hub for global engineering 
talent and a feeder school 
for tech leaders throughout 
the world.

It is because of Indians’ 
passion for technology that 
the country has been at 
the helm of affairs for ma-
jor global tech companies 
around the world in recent 
years.

From Google’s CEO, Sun-
dar Pichai, to Microsoft’s 
executive chairman and 
CEO, Satya Nadella, to 
Mastercard’s Ajay Banga, 
Indians have been lead-
ing tech industries around 
the world. Bengaluru is the 
fastest-growing tech hub 
in the world, even ahead 
of London. Companies the 
world over are relying on 
India to take forward their 
tech-based research and de-
velopment.

Even the most advanced 
economies have reached out 
for Indian assistance when it 
comes to tech-based support 
and employment.

“The UK is India’s sec-
ond largest research part-
ner across 200 projects, 
175 institutions and 100 
companies and now we are 
increasing research and 
development funding to 20 
billion pounds by 2025. We 
expect 1.5 billion pounds of 
digital services to India and 
India’s tech giants like Tata 
and Infosys, to support over 
30,000 UK jobs”, says James 
Cleverly, Foreign Secretary, 
United Kingdom

Many say that data is the 
new oil. Therefore, it appears 

that technology is going to 
play a key role in all forms 
of future advancements and 
negotiations.

People and countries with 
advanced technology and 
systems will find themselves 
better positioned in the years 
to come.

The Indian Foreign Minis-
ter recently said that the rise 
of India was deeply linked to 
the rise of Indian technology 
and the country had woken 
up to key questions regard-
ing the processing and har-
vesting of its data.

He said the technology 
would be a decisive factor 
in the future and that global 
geopolitics will be driven 
by technology. Countries 
with superior technology 
will have an edge over those 
with inferior or no technol-
ogy at all.

“We have to stop pretend-
ing that there is something 
neutral about technology. 
Technology is no more neu-
tral than economics or any 
other activity. There is a very 
strong political connotation 
that is inbuilt into technol-
ogy”, said External Affairs 
Minister.

A state-backed atmosphere 
has allowed India to emerge 
as the vanguard of innova-
tion and technology. India’s 
start-up ecosystem is also 
witnessing rapid growth 
thanks to the country’s con-
tinued growth in the tech 
industry.

As per NASSCOM, an ad-
vocacy group, India is the 
third largest start-up eco-
system in the world. The 
government has made every 
effort to encourage and sup-
port the technology industry 
in any way possible. It has 
invested more than 1 billion 
USD in the past decade, in 
addition to attracting foreign 
players to join the Indian 
tech industry.

 India, already a global lead-
er in a number of fields, is 
fast emerging as a prominent 
force in the tech industry, 
which will continue to boost 
Brand India worldwide.

Maruti Suzuki India has 
showcased the Wagon R 
Flex Fuel prototype model 
in Delhi. India’s first mass-
segment flex-fuel car, de-
signed to run on any etha-
nol-petrol blend between 
20% ethanol and 85% pet-
rol, was unveiled on Mon-
day in the presence of Min-
ister of Road Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gadkari.

This car is designed and 
developed locally by en-
gineers of Maruti Suzuki, 
with necessary support 
from Suzuki Motor Corpo-
ration, Japan, according to 
a release shared with stock 
exchanges.

The Wagon R Flex Fuel 
prototype vehicle has an 
upgraded engine designed 
specifically to use higher 
ethanol-blended petrol. To 
make the engine compatible 
with higher ethanol blends 
(E20-E85), new fuel system 
technologies like heated fuel 
rail for cold start assist and 
ethanol sensor for ethanol 
percentage detection have 

been built, according to the 
statement from Maruti Su-
zuki.

Further,  components 
like the engine manage-
ment system, upgraded 
fuel pump and fuel injector, 
among others, have been 
developed along with up-
gradation of other mechani-
cal components to ensure 

engine as well as vehicle du-
rability, the automobile firm 
said. To align with the latest 
regulations, Maruti Suzuki 
has developed engine man-
agement system strategies 
and an emission control 
system to comply with the 
stringent BSVI Phase-II 
emission norms.

Being the first time such a 

technology has been devel-
oped for Indian conditions 
and being targeted to fully 
meet the stringent emis-
sion norms, Maruti Suzuki 
plans to do an extensive 
evaluation of this technol-
ogy in the Indian market 
with Indian ethanol-blend-
ed fuel.

Hisashi Takeuchi, Man-

aging Director and CEO, 
Maruti Suzuki India, said, 
“Maruti Suzuki has consis-
tently aligned itself with the 
national objectives of reduc-
ing the country’s oil import 
burden and improving the 
environment. Designed and 
developed locally in India 
with support from SMC, Ja-
pan, the Wagon R Flex Fuel 

prototype vehicle embold-
ens the government of In-
dia’s Make in India efforts.”

“Notably, our research 
shows that an ethanol fuel-
based Wagon R Flex Fuel 
prototype vehicle operating 
on E85 (flex fuel) fuel will 
help reduce tailpipe GHG 
(greenhouse gases) by 79% 
in comparison to a con-
ventional gasoline Wagon 
R model. Further, India is 
the largest producer and 
consumer of sugar, and its 
second-largest exporter in 
the world. Ethanol made 
from processing crop waste, 
is ideal for an agrarian econ-
omy. This also gives an im-
petus to the ‘Atmanirbhar 
Bharat’ initiative”.

In line with the govern-
ment of India’s focus on 
promoting clean-fuel vehi-
cles, Maruti Suzuki is work-
ing on a variety of tech-
nologies, including electric, 
hybrid electric, CNG, bio-
gas, ethanol, Flex-Fuel, etc. 
The company has already 
announced its commitment 
to make its entire product 
range E20 fuel material 
compliant by March 2023. 

asus rolls out android 13  
update for Zenfone 9
Taiwanese multinational tech 
company Asus unveiled its offi-
cial Android 13 update timeline 
in November. The first device 
slated to get it was the Zenfone 
9, which now has the new soft-
ware. According to GSM Arena, 
a tech news website, multiple 
reports from Zenfone 9 owners 
from a bunch of countries over 
on Reddit confirm that the rollout is underway. Unlike other companies, Asus 
stages its rollouts by serial number, not by country or territory, so it’s basically 
all luck of the draw. However, it might help to manually check for the update. 
The new build has the December 5, 2022 security patch level and is labelled 
WW 33.0804.2060.65. Even though it occasionally offers some useful features 
of its own, Asus’ ZenUI has stayed quite close to stock Android, especially in 
terms of appearance. However, nothing is overly customised.
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INTERNATIONAL TEA DAY

Herbal teas that 
will make you  
feel relaxed

In major tea-producing 
countries, 15 December is 
celebrated as International 
Tea Day. Since 2005, several 
nations such as India, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal, Vietnam, In-
donesia, Bangladesh, Kenya, 
Malawi, Malaysia, Uganda, 
and Tanzania, have com-
memorated this special day.

However, as the tea har-
vesting season starts in May 
in most tea-producing coun-
tries, the UN also declared 
21 May as International Tea 
Day. This means we now 
have two international days 
to celebrate. Regardless of 
the type of headache you ex-
perience, consuming a warm 
cup of tea may help you to 
soothe the distracting, throb-
bing pain in your head, these 
soothing herbal tea options 
will surely help you. 

GinGer tea
One of the most popular culi-
nary spices with a variety of 
health advantages is ginger. 
It has potent antioxidants 
that aid in lowering inflam-
mation.

Chamomile tea
Insomnia and anxiety are 
two conditions that are fre-
quently treated with chamo-
mile tea. While there isn’t 
enough evidence to conclu-
sively link chamomile tea to 
the treatment of headaches, 
its calming properties may 
be helpful for tension head-
aches.

FeverFew tea
The use of feverfew as medi-
cine dates thousands of years 
ago. The effectiveness of fe-
verfew in treating migraines 
has been investigated in nu-
merous studies. Feverfew is 
a herb that can be used to al-
leviate migraines as well as 
general headache pain.

Clove tea
Indonesian-born and global-
ly grown, clove is a priceless 
spice. For centuries, it has 
been used to cure a variety of 
pains, including headaches. 
Its antinociceptive qualities 
are probably to blame for 
this. Antinociceptives assist 
in preventing or lessening 
the experience of pain.

PePPermint tea
Originally from the Middle 
East and Europe, pepper-
mint is widely cultivated all 
over the world. Indian herbal 
treatments for dyspepsia, 
colds, coughs, and other ail-
ments sometimes use pep-
permint as an herb. Tea with 
peppermint flavour is made 
by steeping peppermint 
leaves in hot water. It is con-
sumed for a variety of health 
advantages brought on by 
the vitamins, minerals, and 
antioxidants it contains.

The events of the past 
two years have exac-
erbated some long-

standing corporate chal-
lenges, such as a healthy 
work-life equation and put-
ting the needs of the self be-
fore the employer. This has 
led to seismic shifts in em-
ployee behaviour, causing 
the Great Resignation.

A PwC survey explained 
that one in five employees 
planned to switch jobs in 
2022.

But, apart from the Great 
Resignation, companies 
across the globe are now 
dealing with quiet quitting 
from employees. For work-
ers, quiet quitting is a rejec-
tion of the hustle culture and 
a way to achieve the perfect 
work-life balance.

what is ‘quiet 
quittinG’?
The central idea of quiet quit-
ting is doing the minimum 
necessary work per the job 
role. For quiet quitters, work 
is not the primary focus of 
life, and they resist putting in 
extra hours. They also have 
a disinclination towards go-
ing beyond what their posi-
tion requires, taking on tasks 
that are strictly within their 
job description.

Quiet quitting employees 
want to set clear boundaries 

to improve work-life balance. 
Such employees fulfil their 
job roles but do not subscribe 
to the work-is-life ideology to 
guide their careers and stand 
out among their peers.

It can take different forms 
depending on the employee 
and their reasons not to ac-
tively participate on the work 
front. Some signs that are 
commonly associated with 
quiet quitting are:

- Arriving late or leaving 
early

- Lack of contribution to 
team projects

- Absence of passion and 
enthusiasm regarding work

- Lack of participation in 
meetings

- Considerable reduction 
in the quality or quantity of 
work being done

reasons behind 
quiet quittinG
Some of the common reasons 
for quiet quitting are:

- To avoid burnout: For 
many employees, job-related 
burnout has become a com-
mon problem, especially for 
those working remotely. For 
instance, remote workers are 
logging in more hours than 
previously, as per the Society 
for Human Resource Man-
agement (SHRM). In such 
cases, quiet quitting becomes 
a route to avoid burnout, and 
these employees decide that 
they are not going to over-
work themselves anymore.

- As a self-care tactic: For 
some employees, quitting is 
more about mental well-be-
ing and self-care than feeling 
unappreciated. Many em-
ployees are plagued by anx-
ious thoughts regarding the 
work assigned, even when 
not working on it. These 
employees put other things 
before work-related tasks 
without feeling guilty.

- Lack of motivation: Ac-
cording to a survey by Pew 
Research, around 47% of 
workers in the US believe 
that their job is just a way to 
pay bills. For such employ-
ees, there is a lack of purpose 
or motivation at work that 
aligns with their life goals. 
This leads to decreased job 
engagement and a lack of 
productivity.

- Lack of growth opportu-
nities: According to a McK-

insey report, one of the top 
reasons employees look for 
a change is the lack of career 
advancement opportuni-
ties. Similarly, a lack of op-
portunity can turn a diligent 
worker into a quiet quitter. If 
employees don’t find room 
for professional or personal 
growth, they will feel demo-
tivated and refuse to pick up 
work beyond their roles.

how Can 
orGanisations avoid 
quiet quittinG?
1. Ensure the team is ad-
equately compensated

Any change in job respon-
sibilities should be discussed 
with the employee, along 
with a salary hike, depend-
ing on the new role and re-
sponsibilities. Proper com-
pensation ensures that trust 
between the employer and 

employees is maintained, 
and employees don’t feel de-
valued.

2. Clearly describe the roles 
and responsibilities

A common complaint 
among workers is how they 
end up handling more tasks 
than they were hired to do. 
Therefore, it is best to be 
clear about role growth in 
the interview stage. Discuss 
the role with the candidate 
clearly and help them see 
it increase in scope, which 
will accommodate different 
roles and responsibilities in 
the future.

3.  Reward employee 
achievements

 According to a Deloitte 
study, employees need to feel 
appreciated and valued in 
the workplace. It is one of the 
primary engagement drivers 
for them. By acknowledg-

ing and rewarding the hard 
work put in by your staff, you 
are telling them that they are 
valued. You also show that 
going above and beyond 
what is expected benefits 
them.

4. Maintain work-life bal-
ance

Burnout due to work is 
among the primary reasons 
people start quietly quitting. 
Thus, it is beneficial to imple-
ment a few policies, such as 
making after-hours calls 
and emails optional, offer-
ing time off, and encouraging 
employees to use them.

5. Create rapport between 
employees and management

Creating a rapport between 
the workers and their man-
agers helps build a feedback 
loop. Bosses who are more 
than just authority figures 
inspire a stronger sense of 
commitment among their 
workers. These workers 
are more likely to tell their 
bosses about issues plaguing 
them at their job, enabling 
managers to resolve any that 
lead to quiet quitting.

ConClusion
Quiet quitting can be easily 
countered by engaging em-
ployees and making them 
feel worthy. Creating a work-
space that fosters collabora-
tion and learning can make 
employees feel appreciated 
and inspire them to give their 
best.

EMPLOYEE BEHAVIOUR 

HOw qUIET qUITTINg IMPAcTs 
BUsINEssEs gLOBALLY
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Australia star and newly-
crowned No.1 Test batter in 
the world Marnus Labus-
chagne has added to his re-
sume by drawing level with 
India great Virat Kohli on 
the all-time list and bringing 
up a new career-high rating 
on the latest ICC Men’s Test 
Batting Rankings.

Labuschagne has con-
solidated his position at the 
top of the ICC Men’s Test 
Player Rankings with a ca-
reer-best 937 rating points 
after compiling his third 
three-figure knock in the 
two-match ICC World Test 
Championship (WTC) se-
ries against the West Indies. 
The right-hander amassed a 
whopping 502 runs for the 
two-match series, with his 
magnificent knock of 163 
during the first innings of 
the second Test in Adelaide 
helping Labuschagne join 

Kohli on a career-high rat-
ing of 937 points.

Labuschagne, who had 
achieved the rare feat of 
scoring a double-century 
and a century in the same 
Test during the first match 
in Perth last week, notched 
163 in the first innings of the 
second Test in Adelaide and 

bettered his previous high of 
936 rating points attained in 
March.

The 28-year-old now has 
a lead of 62 rating points 
over second-placed Steve 
Smith and is tied with Virat 
Kohli for the 11th-best rating 
points ever in the list led by 
Australia great Don Brad-

man, who went as high as 
961 rating points. Smith is 
second in that list with 947 
rating points while Ricky 
Ponting (fifth with 942) is 
the third Australian in the 
top 10.

Travis Head is back in the 
top 10 after his Player of 
the Match effort of 175 and 
38 not out helped record a 
419-run win over the West 
Indies to consolidate his 
team’s top position in the 
WTC points table. Head has 
gained six slots to reach sev-
enth position, in the process 
overtaking the India pair 
of Rohit Sharma and Virat 
Kohli among others.

In the latest weekly update 
that also considers perfor-
mances in the second Test 
of the WTC series between 
England and Pakistan, 
Harry Brook (up 15 places 
to 55th) and Ben Duckett 
(up 60 places to 67th) have 
moved up the rankings for 
England, while Saud Sha-

keel has progressed 33 plac-
es to 61st position.

In the rankings for Test 
bowlers, England spinner 
Jack Leach has gained two 
slots to reach 31st position 
after grabbing five wickets 
in the match, while seam-
ers James Anderson (up 
one place to second), Ollie 
Robinson (up two places to 
sixth) and Mark Wood (up 
eight places to 34th) too have 
advanced. Anderson is back 
in the top two for the first 
time since February 2019 
while Robinson has crossed 
the 800-point mark for the 
first time.

Australia spinner Nathan 
Lyon (up two places to 13th) 
and fast bowler Scott Bo-
land (up four places to 45th) 
have also progressed while 
Pakistan off-spinner Abrar 
Ahmed has entered the 
rankings in 60th place after 
a sensational debut in Mul-
tan that saw him finish with 
an 11-wicket haul.
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 BAN VS IND

Pant breaches 4000-run 
mark in international cricket

Rishabh Pant on Wednes-
day breached the 4000-
run mark in international 
cricket.

Pant accomplished this 
feat during the first in-
nings of the opening Test 
against Bangladesh. Af-
ter three quick wickets, 
Bangladesh were 
right on top with 
In d i a  h av i n g 
lost the star likes of Vi-
rat Kohli, KL Rahul, and 
Shubman Gill. However, 
vice-captain Cheteshwar 
Pujara and Rishabh Pant 
showed some resurgence 
with a 37-run partnership 
stand while the Men in 
Blue were in serious trou-
ble. Pant’s aggression has 
helped India, which has 
lost three games in a row 
after a strong start. Taijul 
struck twice, including 
Kohli’s head, and Khaled 
dispatched the India cap-
tain. Pant, on the other 
hand, has already struck 
four boundaries and a six 
in his 26-ball 29* to lead 
the recovery after being 
promoted.

After India opted to bat, 
Taijul Islam was the one 
who eventually broke 
through in the Indian bat-
ting order. Shubman Gill 
attempted to lap-sweep a 
full delivery at the start of 
the drinks break, but the 

ball simply plummeted at 
him, inducing a top edge. 
Yasir Ali came around 
from the first slip and 
grabbed it, expecting the 
shot.

KL Rahul soon collapsed, 
falling prey to Khaled’s de-
livery on his stumps. In the 
next over, Virat Kohli was 
trapped lbw by a length 
ball from Taijul that spun 
past his outside edge. That 

meant India, who ap-
peared to be in out of con-
trol at 41 for no loss, were 
suddenly in trouble.

Pujara and Pant batted 
in their respective ways 
for the remainder of the 
session. Pant even skipped 
down the pitch to hit Taijul 
for a six-over wide long-on. 
At lunch, he was on 29 off 
26, while Pujara was on 12 
off 32. 

Marnus Labuschagne 

1ST TEST

FIFTIES FROM IYER, PUJARA 
GUIDE INDIA TO 278/6 ON DAY 1
Brilliant half-centuries 

from Shreyas Iyer 
and Cheteshwar 

Pujara with a partnership 
stand of 149-run guide In-
dia to 278/6 against Ban-
gladesh on the first day 
of the opening Test of the 
two-match series here at 
Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury 
Stadium in Chattogram on 
Wednesday.

At the end of day one, 
Iyer was batting unbeaten 
at 82 runs in 169 balls. Iyer 
and Pujara rise to the oc-
casion and scored crucial 
half-centuries at a time 
when India was down and 
out. India resumed their 
innings at 174/5, Pujara 
showed his attacking in-
tent as he slammed Eba-
dot Hossain for a beautiful 
four runs. The duo of Iyer 
and Pujara kept piling runs 
while hitting boundaries at 
regular intervals. Pujara 
showed his masterclass as 
he brought up his gritty 
half-century in 125 balls 
with stunning back-to-back 
fours. This was Pujara’s 
first century since January 
2019.

In the 63rd over of the 
game, Iyer also brought up 
his much-needed fifty with 
an outstanding four in 93 

balls. The duo continued 
kept piling runs, bringing 
up their 100-run partner-
ship while taking India 
beyond the 200-run mark.

Iyer and Pujara kept ro-
tating the strike as the vice-
captain took a more ag-

gressive role as the innings 
progressed. Bangladesh 
made several attempts but 
they were not successful to 
break the partnership.

Taijul Islam gave India a 
big blow as he dismissed 
well-set batter Pujara. Tai-

jul finally broke the blister-
ing partnership stand of 
149-run between the Indian 
vice-captain and Iyer in the 
85th over of the game. Pu-
jara departed after playing 
an excellent knock of 90 off 
203 deliveries.

The left-handed 
batter Axar Pa-
tel then came out 
to bat,  but 
c o u l d  n o t do 
m u c h  a s he 
was dis- missed 
by  Me - hidy 
Hasan Miraz on 
the last ball of the 

day for 14 off 26. 
India ended 
the first day of 
the match in 

a comfortable 
posi- tion.

India were at 174/4 at Tea 
due to an unbeaten 62-run 
stand between Iyer and 
Pujara. India managed to 
score 89 runs for the loss 
of one wicket in 30 overs 
during the second session, 
placing the team in a re-
spectable position. At Tea, 
Iyer (41*) and Pujara (42*) 
were at the crease.

Resuming the innings at 
85/3, India looked domi-
nant with Rishabh Pant 
continuing his onslaught 
as he became the fastest to 
hit 50 sixes in test match-
es. After the lunch break, 
Bangladesh missed a trick 
when they dropped Pu-
jara on the second ball af-
ter lunch. Bangladesh got 
some respite in the wicket 
of Pant as he gave away 
his wicket while trying to 
dominate the bowlers. 

FACILITIES REVIEWED

With just a few weeks to 
go before the FIH Odisha 
Hockey Men’s World Cup 
kicks off, the Organising 
Committee of the FIH Odi-
sha Hockey Men’s World 
Cup co-chaired by Chief 
Secretary of Odisha, Suresh 
Ch Mohapatra and Presi-
dent Hockey India Dilip Tir-
key and the Chief Minister 
Office reviewed the prepa-
rations of the departments 
and the districts for the suc-
cessful conduct of the event. 
The various department se-
nior officials and the Hockey 
India officials were present 
during the discussions.

At the core of the discus-
sion were Stadium readi-
ness, connectivity, hospital-
ity, community outreach, 
safety and security, traffic 
and crowd management, 
World Cup celebrations 
and city festivals, hospital-
ity, medical arrangements, 
amongst others. It was in-
formed that the Department 
of Sports and Youth services 
has allocated a budget of 
Rs 75 Crore during the FY 
2022-23 for the Hockey 
World Cup. FIH has already 
certified the four turfs; two 
at Kalinga Hockey Stadium 
that were recently re-laid 
and the two new turfs (main 
and practice) laid at the 
Birsa Munda Hockey Sta-

dium. The lighting systems 
have also been operational 
in both the stadiums with 
certification.

The facilities for the 
teams at Bhubaneswar and 

Rourkela were reviewed. 
The Teams are being pro-
vided dedicated flights for 
their movement between 
Bhubaneswar and Rourke-
la. The commercial flights 

to Rourkela are expected 
to be started soon after the 
necessary permissions. The 
Mo Bus services in Rourke-
la will be operational from 
January and the services 
in Bhubaneswar are being 
augmented. It was decided 
that the spectators with 
match day tickets will be 
allowed Mo Bus travel free-
of-cost.

The security arrange-
ments and traffic and park-
ing management was dis-
cussed in detail to ensure a 
safe, secured and smooth 
experience for the specta-
tors. The Hockey World 
Cup Celebrations event in 
Cuttack on 11th January was 
also reviewed in detail.

 ICC TEST RANKINGS

 LIKE FATHER LIKE SON

MARNUS LABUSCHAGNE EQUALS VIRAT 
KOHLI’S CAREER-HIGH RATING

MISHAP

Former England all-rounder 
Flintoff injured, airlifted

England’s former all-rounder 
Andrew Flintoff was involved 
in an accident while shooting 
for the BBC show Top Gear 
and had to be airlifted to the 
hospital while filming at Dun-
sfold Park Aerodrome in Sur-
rey, England.

“Freddie was injured in 
an accident at the Top Gear 
test track this morning with 
crew medics attending the 
scene immediately. He has 
been taken to hospital for 
further treatment and we will 
confirm more details in due 
course,” Sky Sports quoted a 
BBC spokesperson. In 2005, 
Flintoff helped England win 
the Ashes for the first time in 
18 years before helping his 
team reclaim the urn four 
years later. This achievement 
stands out in the history of 
English cricket.

At the conclusion of the 
2009 Ashes series, he an-
nounced his retirement from 
Test cricket. He also ended his 

career in other forms of the 
sport in 2010. He last com-
peted in professional boxing 
in Manchester in November 
2012, defeating American 
Richard Dawson by unani-
mous decision.

The father-of-four has pre-
sented Top Gear since 2019 
and said at the time, as quoted 
by Sky Sports, “It’s not often 
you have the chance to do 
both of your dream jobs, but 
I’m now lucky enough to say 
I will have. I’ve always been 
passionate about cars and 

I’m so excited to be joining 
the Top Gear team.”

Since starting to work on 
the show, Flintoff has been 
involved in accidents before.

The presenter slammed into 
a market stall in Mansfield, 
Nottinghamshire, in February 
2019, causing a minor mishap. 
He had a second accident 
where he came out unhurt 
while operating a three-wheel 
vehicle at a claimed speed of 
124 mph while filming for Top 
Gear at Elvington Airfield in 
Yorkshire that same year. 

Arjun Tendulkar smashes 
century on Ranji debut

Arjun Tendulkar, the son of 
legendary Indian cricketer 
Sachin Tendulkar, followed 
in the footsteps of his father 
to score a century on his 
Ranji Trophy debut against 
Rajasthan on Wednesday.

34 years back in 1988, 
it was Sachin who had 
smashed a century against 
Gujarat on his Ranji Trophy 
debut against Mumbai as 
a 15-year-old. In 2022, it is 
his son, who is also making 
his first-class debut, who 
reached the triple figures 
against Rajasthan. Arjun is 
primarily a fast bowler and 
moved to Goa from Mumbai 
at the start of the season for 

more opportunities to play. 
Before making this shift, he 
had represented Mumbai in 
only two T20 matches.

After Eknath Kerkar fell 
for just 3 runs, with the 
scoreline reading 201/5 for 
Goa, Arjun arrived at the 
crease. He finished the first 

day of the match with four 
runs next to his name. The 
next day, Arjun along with 
Suyansh Prabhudessai 
continued to make Rajast-
han bowlers toil hard for a 
breakthrough. By the time of 
tea on the second day of the 
match, the pair had added 
an unbeaten stand of 209 
runs, with Arjun unbeaten 
on 112 and Prabhudessai 
unbeaten on 172. Goa’s score 
currently stands at 410/5 
after being put to bat by Ra-
jasthan.

Arjun’s stint with Goa 
started off with huge prom-
ise during the 2022 Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy, in 
which he took 10 wickets in 
seven games at an economy 
rate of 5.69. 
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England’s former all-rounder Andrew Flintoff 

India’s Cheteshwar Pujara celebrates his half century during the first day of 1st Test match between 
Bangladesh and India, at Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium, in Chattogram on Wednesday.

Rishabh Pant 
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 MILESTONE MAN

Lionel Messi broke Ga-
briel Batistuta’s record to 
become the highest goal-
scorer for Argentina in 
the history of the FIFA 
World Cup. This was 
Messi’s 11th goal.

The Argentina cap-
tain scored from the 
penalty kick to give 
his side a 1-0 lead 
against Croa-
tia in the 34th 
minute in the 
f irst  semi-
final match 
a t  L u s a i l 
Stadium. 
Messi has 
equalled 
Hungar-
ian great 
Sandor 
Kocsis and 
German goal-
machine Jur-
gen Klinsmann 
with 11 goals. 
Only Pele (12), Just 
Fontaine (13), Gerd 
Muller (14), Brazil’s 
Ronaldo (15) and Ger-
many’s Miroslav Klose 
(16) have scored more 
goals in FIFA World Cup 
than Messi. This match 
was also his 25th World 
Cup match, the most for 
any Argentinian player 
alongside Lothar Matthaus. 
In this edition of the tour-
nament he has scored five 

goals and is on 
level terms 
with Kylian 
Mbappe of 

France in the 
race for the Gold-

en Boot.
The Argentine star’s 

superlative performance 
paved the way to an 

emphatic 3-0 win over 
Croatia and with this 

win, they have now 
entered the final. 
The Messi-led side 
will take on the 
winner of France 
versus Morocco 
match. This will be 
Mes- si’s second 

FIFA World Cup final as Ar-
gentina reached the final of 
FIFA World Cup 2014 but 
lost to Germany by a solitary 
goal.  

 ONE LAST DANCE

Qatar final to be my last 
WC game: Lionel Messi
Argentina star footballer 
Lionel Messi has con-
firmed the final on Sunday, 
December 18 to be his last 
FIFA World Cup game.

The talismanic forward 
will be kicking for World 
Cup glory for the final time 
at football’s grandest stage 
against either France or 
Morocco and will look to 
draw curtains on his World 
Cup journey with the elu-
sive trophy making its way 
to his already distinguished 
trophy cabinet. “I feel very 
happy, to be able to achieve 
this, to finish my World 
Cup journey by playing 
my last game in a final,” 

Reuters quoted Messi as 
saying in a statement to Ar-
gentine media outlet Diario 
Deportivo Ole.

Messi will play for re-
demption having reached 
the FIFA World Cup final 
in 2014 only to come sec-
ond to Germany.

“It’s many years for the 
next one and I don’t think 
I’ll be able to do it. And to 
finish like this, it’s the best. 
It’s all well and good (the 
records), but the important 
thing is to be able to achieve 
the group objective, which 
is the most beautiful thing 
of all. We’re just one step 
away, after fighting hard, 
and we’re going to give ev-
erything to try to make it 
happen this time,” added 

Messi.
The 35-year-old is play-

ing his fifth World Cup, 
surpassing the four of Di-
ego Maradona and Javier 
Mascherano.

The forward’s goal in the 
34th minute helped Ar-
gentina take the lead in the 
semifinal against Croatia 
on Tuesday. Julian Alvarez 
scored a brace to take Ar-
gentina into the final and 
knock out the 2018 World 
Cup runners-up.

Messi appeared in his 
25th World Cup match, 
tying Lothar Matthaus of 
Germany for the most, and 
took his tally of goals at the 
World Cup to 11, breaking 
Gabriel Batistuta’s Argen-
tina record

Argentina will play the 
winner of the second semi-
final between France and 
Morocco on Sunday in the 
championship after Messi 
inspired Lionel Scaloni’s 
team to a 3-0 victory 
against Croatia.

Messi has the chance to 
lead the South American 
team to a World Cup win 
to end a 36-year wait when 
they play in the final this 
weekend. Argentina last 
won the World Cup in 1986.

The second semifinal will 
take place on December 
15 at the Al Bayt Stadium 
where defending champi-
ons France will take on a 
spirited Morocco who have 
made it to their maiden 
World Cup semifinal.

Julian Alvarez’s brace 
and Lionel Messi’s goal 
help Argentina beat 

Croatia 3-0 here at Lusail 
Stadium to enter the final of 
the FIFA World Cup 2022.

Midfielder Leandro Pare-
des and defender Nicolas 
Tagliafico were brought 
into Argentina’s starting 
line-up. Croatia started 
off aggressively getting a 
corner in the 16th minute 
where Dejan Lovren’s head-
er from a difficult angle on 
the left was too high with 
the help of Josip Juranovic’s 
cross.

Lionel Scaloni’s men made 
their first aggressive move 
in the 25th minute when 
Enzo Fernandez’s right 
footed shot from outside 
the box was saved in the 
bottom right corner com-
ing from the assist of Alexis 
Mac Allister.

Six minutes later Croatia’s 
Ivan Perisic’s right-footed 
shot from the left side of the 
box went high as Mateo Ko-
vacic’s assist went in vain.

In the 32nd minute, 
Dominik Livakovic of Croa-
tia conceded a penalty cor-
ner. Livakovic and Kovacic 
both got yellow cards and in 
the 34th minute Messi con-
verted it to give Argentina 
a 1-0 lead

This appearance was Lio-
nel Messi’s 25th equalling 

Lothar Matthaus’ record in 
FIFA World Cup.

In the 39th minute, the 
Argentines doubled their 

lead as Julian Alvarez 
scored a goal to give his side 
a 2-0 lead.

Argentine scored almost 

for the third time when 
Messi’s cross helped Alexis 
Mac Allister take a header 
from the left side of the six-

yard box to save in the cen-
tre of the goal.

Argentina went into half-
time with a 2-0 lead.

In the second half too Lio-
nel Messi-led side’s domi-
nation continued as in the 
49th minute Rodrigo De 
Paul’s assist helped Lean-
dro Paredes’ right-footed 
shot from outside the box 
was saved in the centre of 
the goal.

In the 69th minute, Mes-
si’s brilliant assist helped 
Alvarez score his second 

goal of the match and 
give the two-time 

cham-
pi-
ons 

a command- ing 
3-0 lead.

Argentina went into full-
time with a 3-0 lead and 
hence entered the final of 
FIFA World Cup 2022. 
With this win, the two-time 
champions will be facing 
either France or Morocco 
who will clash in the sec-
ond semi-final while the 
loss for Croatia have ended 
their campaign and they 
will now be facing the loser 
of the second semi-final in 
the third-place match.

Argentina had only 39 per 
cent of possession while 
2018 champions Croatia 
had 61 per cent. But the 
two-time champions had 
seven shots on target in 
comparison to Croatia who 
had only 2.

DREAM ONE STEP WAY!
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MESSI MAGIC & ALVAREZ’S BRACE 
HELP ARGENTINA BEAT CROATIA 3-0

KEY ASSET IN FRENCH XI

GRIEZMANN’S STELLAR SHOW CONTINUES

Antoine Griezmann, who 
provided assists for both 
goals on Saturday to help 
France beat England and 
book their place in the semi-
finals of the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup, once again demon-
strated that he is one of the 
standout stars of this year’s 
tournament.

The Rojiblanco number ‘8’ 
continues to break records 
and bring Les Bleus ever 
closer to retaining their world 
crown, a milestone that has 
only happened twice in the 
history of the World Cups, 
the last one being 60 years 
ago (Italy 1934-1938 and Bra-
zil 1958-1962).

Having opened his assist ac-
count for the winner against 
Denmark in the group stage, 
mid-fielder Griezmann is the 
tournament’s top assist man 

(3), level with Portugal’s Bru-
no Fernandes and England’s 
Harry Kane.

With France all set to face 
Morocco in the semi-finals 
of this year’s World Cup at 
Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, 
Griezmann’s closest rivals 
for the top assists award al-
ready have eliminated from 
the competition. His three 
assists have also made him 
the all-time top assist man for 
Les Bleus with 28, ahead of 27 
for Thierry Henry and 26 for 
Zinedine Zidane.

Griezmann also leads the 
overall rankings in Qatar in 
terms of key passes (17) and 
great chances created (6) and 
within his national team he 
is the player with the most 
crosses (34), the most at-
tempted breakaways (82) 
and the most completed line 
breaks (63).

All this in what is his third 
World Cup, having made his 

debut in Brazil 2014 - in the 
summer in which he joined 
Atletico Madrid - and hav-
ing won the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia. Griezmann 
will be the key for France in 
thwarting a stiff and spirited 
challenge from Morocco, 
who have been the underdog 
story making huge noises in 
the tournament so far.

In Morocco side, Youssef 
En-Nesyri has one of the 
biggest names in the tourna-
ment, thanks to the historic 
goal that earned his team 
a place in the semi-finals 
against Portugal (1-0). They 
are also the first-ever African 
and Arab team in history to 
reach the semi-finals of a 
FIFA World Cup.

En-Nesyri, who plays in 
LaLiga just like Griezmann, 
is putting together a dream 
campaign in the World Cup. 
In fact, the 25-year-old’s 18 
goals so far in 2020/21 cam-
paign broke the all-time re-
cord for goals by a Moroccan 
in LaLiga in a single season, 
a record previously held by 
Youssef El-Arabi.

Fes-born En-Nesyri came 
through the youth ranks at 
the Mohammed VI Foot-
ball Academy, one of the 
most prestigious academies  
in Morocco.

Lionel Messi and Julian Alvarez have been the pillar of strength for Argentina in this WC.

SAYS MOHAMMED MALIKI

‘I hope we lift WC, 
we have won hearts 
of millions already’

Ahead of his country’s semi-
final clash against France 
at the ongoing FIFA World 
Cup, Mohammed Maliki, 
Morocco’s Ambassador to 
India, said that his country’s 
team is a winner already 
because they have won the 
hearts of millions of people.

France will lock horns with 
Morocco in the second semi-
final of the FIFA World Cup 
on Thursday. “We are happy 
to be in Qatar. Africans are 
happy that Morocco con-
tinues to bring joy. My hope 
and ambition is that we win 

the World Cup. We are the 
winners already, because we 
have won the hearts of mil-
lions of people,” said Maliki 
to ANI.

He congratulated Qatar for 
its successful organisation of 
the tournament.

“Let me congratulate Qatar 
for organising one of the best, 
if not the best World Cup this 
world has ever seen. It would 
be hard for countries who 
are hosting the tournament 
in near future to compete 
with Qatar,” he said.

Argentina will take on 
Croatia in the first semi-final 
of the FIFA World Cup on 
Wednesday.
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Messi is now the highest
goal scorer for ‘Albicelestes’
in FIFA World Cup history

FOLLOWING WC EXIT

RONALDO ADVOCATES PSYCHOLOGICAL SUPPORT FOR NEYMAR
Brazil legend Ronaldo 
thinks Neymar and other 
Brazilian athletes need 
psychological support to 
handle the “disproportion-
ate pressure” of the World 
Cup.

Neymar acknowledged 
that he was “psychologi-
cally crushed” following his 
team’s World Cup quarter-
final loss to Croatia on pen-
alties. “I would advise hav-
ing psychological support 
to withstand this pressure, 
which is extremely dis-
proportionate for human 
beings. Neymar will come 
back with the same pas-
sion, with the same desire. 
But I wanted to reinforce 

this need to monitor the 
mental health of our play-
ers ... It is very important 

for us to address this issue, 
especially when it comes 
to the World Cup, where 

the whole world is look-
ing at the national team. 
The world was looking at 

Neymar,” said Ronaldo as 
quoted by ESPN.

Neymar, 30, was deter-
mined to win his first major 
championship with Brazil 
and was able to compete in 
the tournament’s knockout 
phase after recovering from 
an ankle injury he suffered 
in their opening group 
match against Serbia.

He scored in extra time 
against Croatia before Bru-
no Petkovic tied it up and 
the game went to penalties, 
tying him with Pele for the 
most goals scored by a per-
son in Brazil’s history (77).

“When I saw the [Ney-
mar’s] interview saying 
that he was psychologically 
destroyed, it broke my heart 
in a way that I was also psy-
chologically destroyed. I 

wanted to find a way to help 
him. That help exists today. 
In my day it was little talked 
about,” added Ronaldo.

Brazil suffered heartbreak 
after they were knocked out 
of the World Cup by Croatia 
in the quarterfinals.

Brazil is now searching for 
a new head coach after Tite 
announced his resignation 
following the team’s elimi-
nation from the World Cup 
after six years in command.

According to reports in 
Brazil, Carlo Ancelotti is a 
candidate to succeed Tite 
as head coach of the na-
tional team, and the Brazil-
ian Football Confederation 
(CBF) is reportedly willing 
to wait until the summer of 
2023 to make the appoint-
ment.
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Antoine Griezmann.


