
IN FIVE CASES INDIA SLAMS PAKISTAN

GANGSTER MUKHTAR ANSARI, 
AIDE GET 10-YEAR JAIL TERM 

Hosting Osama: Jaishankar’s 
veiled attack on Pakistan at UN

Gangster Mukhtar Ansari 
and his aide, Bhim Singh, 
were sentenced to 10 years in 
jail on Thursday by a court 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Ghazi-
pur in five cases of murder 

and attempted murder. The 
cases include the murder 
of a constable, Raghuvansh 
Singh, and the additional 
superintendent of police of 
Ghazipur, among others.
Th e  ve r d i c t  i s  b e i n g 
viewed as a significant  

India strongly hit back at 
Pakistan after it raised the 
Kashmir issue in the UN Se-
curity Council, asserting that 
a country that hosted slain 

Al Qaeda terrorist Osama 
bin Laden and attacked a 
neighbouring Parliament 
does not have the credentials 
to “sermonise” in the power 
UN organ.

External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar said the credibil-

ity of the UN depends on its 
effective response to the key 
challenges of our times, be it 
pandemics, climate change, 
conflicts or terrorism.
“We are obviously focused 
today on the urgency of  

SUPREME COURT 
GRANTS BAIL TO 
ONE CONVICT IN 
GODHRA CASE
NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on 
Thursday granted 
bail to Faruk, who is 
one among the other 
convicts, in the Godhra 
train burning incident 
of February 2002 which 
led to the communal ri-
ots in Gujarat. A bench 
of Chief Justice of India 
DY Chandrachud and 
Justice PS Narasimha 
observed that the con-
vict has remained in jail 
for 17 long years.

GHAZIABAD MAN 
KILLS TENANT 
FOR MONEY, 
CHOPS BODY
GHAZIABAD: Police 
have arrested a man 
and his accomplice 
two months after he 
strangled his tenant, 
chopped his body into 
pieces and disposed 
them off at different 
places, police said 
here on Thursday. The 
accused have been 
identified as Umesh 
Sharma and Pravesh, 
they said, adding a saw 
used in commission 
of crime and blood-
stained clothes among 
other things have been 
recovered.

COUGH SYRUPS 
ARE SAFE, WHO 
JUMPED THE 
GUN: DCGI
NEW DELHI: The WHO 
drew a premature link 
between the deaths of 
children in Gambia and 
the four India-made 
cough syrups which 
adversely impacted the 
image of the country’s 
pharmaceutical prod-
ucts across the globe, 
India’s drug regulator 
Drugs Controller Gen-
eral of India has told 
the global health body.

THREE RUN OVER 
BY TRAIN WHILE 
MAKING VIDEOS 
ON TRACK
GHAZIABAD: Three 
persons, including a 
couple, have been run 
over by a speeding train 
while they were “mak-
ing videos with mobile 
phones” on a railway 
track here, police 
said on Thursday. The 
incident happened near 
Kaloo Garhi railway 
crossing under Masuri 
police station area 
on Wednesday night 
around 9pm and all the 
three died on the spot. 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Police said that 
probe has revealed that 
they were making vid-
eos with their mobiles 
to upload.
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IAF holds mega drills 
in Northeastern region
The Indian Air Force, bol-
stered by its full comple-
ment of Rafale combat jets, 
on Thursday launched a 
major exercise covering the 
Northeastern region amid 

a fresh spike of border ten-
sion with China along the 
Line of Actual Control in  
Arunachal Pradesh.

The two-day mega exer-
cise is involving almost all 
its frontline fighter jets and 
other assets deployed in the 
region, people familiar with 

the drill said.
In a tweet, the IAF said 

the last of the 36 Rafale jets 
joined the force. The IAF 
inducted the Rafale aircraft 
into its 101 Squadron of the 
Eastern Air Command at the 
Hasimara in July last year.
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AMID CHINA TUSSLE

PROUD TO SEE ALL 36 RAFALE FIGHTER 
JETS ON INDIA’S SOIL: FRENCH ENVOY

Amid the rising tensions at the Eastern Bor-
der with China post the clash in Tawang, 
the Indian Air Force has got its final Rafale 
fighter jet delivered by French aviation giant 
Dassault.

French Ambassador to India Emmanuel 
Lenain, on Thursday, said that he is proud 
to see 36 Rafales with full equipment after all 
the ‘Rafales’ landed on Indian soil.

Taking to Twitter, Lenain said, “Proud to 

see all 36 Rafales on India’s soil and fully 
equipped with India-specific enhance-
ments.” This statement came after the Indian 
Air Force tweeted, “FEET DRY! ‘The Pack 
is Complete’ The last of the 36 IAF Rafales 
landed in India after a quick enroute sip from 
a UAE Air Force tanker.”

Notably, India had signed a deal for 36 of 
these planes and 35 of them have already ar-
rived and are stationed at Ambala, Haryana 
and Hashimara in West Bengal.

Senior defence officials said the 36th  
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THE PACK IS COMPLETE

 

Day of glory

President Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Chief 
Justice of India (CJI) Justice DY Chandrachud, and other dignitaries 

attend Vijay Diwas Reception in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

India on Thursday suc-
cessfully carried out the 
night trials of the nucle-

ar-capable Agni-V ballistic 
missile, which can hit targets  
beyond 5,000 km.

“The test was carried out 
to validate new technologies 
and equipment on the mis-
sile which is now lighter than 
before. The trial has proved 
the capability to enhance the 
range of the Agni-V missile, 
if required,” sources said. 
Sources said the missile has  
been made lighter by adding 
lighter composite material 
which will enable the missile 
to go longer ranges.

India had launched the last 
Agni-5test in October 2021.

The nuclear-capable bal-
listic missile was fired from 
Abdul Kalam Island, off the 
coast of Odisha. This is the 
ninth flight of the Agni-V — 
a missile first tested in 2012 
— and was a routine test, De-
fence Ministry sources said.

The missile, which uses a 
three-stage solid-fuelled en-
gine, is capable of striking 
targets at ranges up to 5,000 

kilometre with a very high 
degree of accuracy, accord-
ing to the Defence Ministry.

The Ministry further stat-
ed that the successful test of 
Agni-V is in line with India’s 
stated policy to have ‘credible 
minimum deterrence’ that 
underpins the commitment 
to ‘No First Use’.

While the test was carried 
out days after the clashes, it 

had been planned earlier. In-
dia had announced its inten-
tion to test a long-range mis-
sile and issued a NOTAM or 
Notice to Airmen well before 
the incident in Arunachal’s 
Tawang.

With the incursion in 
Arunachal, China had tried 
to “unilaterally change the 
status quo” on the de facto 
border known as Line of 
Actual Control last week, 
triggering clashes that left 
troops on both sides injured, 
the government had said, 
adding that the attempt had 
been successfully repulsed.

The incident is thought to 
be the most serious on the 
nuclear-armed Asian giants’ 
disputed frontier since 2020 
when 20 Indian troops and  

INDIA TESTS AGNI-V MISSILE 
DAYS AFTER TAWANG CLASH

MESSAGE TO BEIJING
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BONES FOUND IN MEHRAULI FOREST 
BELONG TO SHRADDHA WALKER
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SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE

Some of the remains of the body parts re-
covered from forests in Mehrauli and Gu-
rugram belonged to Shraddha Walkar, the 
Delhi Police confirmed on Thursday.

Special Commissioner of Police Law and 
Order, Delhi, Sagar Preet Hooda in a con-
versation with ANI said that they have re-
ceived the DNA and polygraph test reports 
from Central Forensic Science Laboratory 
(CFSL). “Police have received DNA and 
polygraph test reports from Central Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory (CFSL). These 
reports will help us further in the investi-

gation,” Sagar Preet Hooda said.
He further said that these body parts will 

now be sent for post-mortem examination.
The probe into the matter is underway.
The senior officers, probing the heinous 

murder case of Sharddha Walkar by her 
live-in partner Aaftab Poonawala, believe 
that the findings will be crucial to the  

 It brings even the northernmost part of China within its strike envelope

 The missile can hit targets well beyond the 
range of beyond 5,400 km

 The Agni-V moves closer to being inducted in 
India’s Strategic Force Command.

 Agni-V is in line with India’s stated policy, to 
maintain ‘No First Use’ norm

NUCLEAR-CAPABLE MISSLIE

PLAIN SPEAK 

Big B says questions are being raised on 
civil liberties and freedom of expression

An impressive, star-studded 
gathering at the inaugura-
tion of the 28th Kolkata 
International Film Festival 
here on Thursday evening 
was taken by a bit of surprise, 
when Bollywood megastar 
Amitabh Bachchan, usually 
known for dodging political 
issues, suddenly referred 
to issues like “civil liberties” 
and “freedom of expression”.

Then the 80-year-old, 
known to steer clear of con-
troversies, made a rare com-
ment on the politically sensi-
tive issue of civil liberties and 
freedom of expression.
“Even now, and I’m sure my 
colleagues on stage would 
agree questions are being 
raised on civil liberties and 
freedom of expression,” Mr 
Bachchan said.

Sharing the dais with him 
was Shah Rukh Khan, who 
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JUDICIAL VACANCIES

GOVT HAS LIMITED POWERS OVER 
APPOINTMENTS OF JUDGES: RIJIJU

Union Law Minister Kiren 
Rijiju on Thursday said 
that until the procedure to 
ap-point judges changes, 
the issue of vacancies in the 
higher judiciary will keep 

crop-ping up.
“As per the Constitution, the 
process and procedure for 
appointment of judges were 
within the purview of the 
government, in consultation 
with the courts...,” Rijiju said 
in the Rajya Sabha. “Today  

HOOCH TRAGEDY

IF SOMEONE CONSUMES LIQUOR, THEY WILL DIE: NITISH

The death toll in the Chhap-
ra hooch tragedy, due to the 
consumption of spurious 

liquor, in Bihar’s Saran dis-
trict has soared to 39.

In the wake of the Hooch 
tragedy in Chhapra, the Sta-
tion House Officer (SHO) 
Ritesh Mishra and Consta-

ble Vikesh Tiwari were sus-
pended with immediate ef-
fect on the recommendation 
of Marhaura Sub-Divisional 
Police Officer, Yogendra Ku-
mar. Bihar excise Minister 

Sunil Kumar on Wednesday 
“confirmed” six people have 
died after allegedly con-
suming spurious liquor in 
the Chhapra area of Bihar’s  
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SETBACK FOR FUGITIVE

Road clear for Nirav Modi’s return to 
India as he loses bid to move UK SC

Fugitive Indian business-
man Nirav Modi on Thurs-
day suffered a major setback 
in his legal battle against his 

extradition to India as the 
London High Court denied 
him permission to appeal 
against the move in the UK  
Supreme Court.

In a judgment order pro-
nounced at the Royal Courts 

of Justice in London, Lord 
Justice Jeremy Stuart-Smith 
and Justice Robert Jay ruled 
that “the Appellant’s (Nirav 
Modi) application for permis-
sion to appeal to the Supreme 
Court is refused”.

Modi, who fled India in 
2018, days before details 
of his alleged involvement 
in Rs 11,000 crore fraud at 
the Punjab National Bank 
became public, had argued  
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Kolkata: Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan on Thurs-
day, while participating at the inaugural ceremony of the 
28th International Kolkata Film Festival, emphasized 
that as negativity has increased social media consump-
tion but individuals like him won’t be affected and con-
tinue to remain positive. “Social media is often driven by 
a certain narrowness of view that limits human nature 
to its baser self...I read somewhere-negativity increases 
social media consumption...Such pursuits enclose col-
lective narrative making it divisive & destructive,”Shah 
Rukh Khan said at the Kolkata event. “No matter what 
the world does, people like us will stay positive,” the 
actor added.

WILL STAY POSITIVE: SHAH RUKH

16
FRANCE SET FOR 
FIFA WORLD CUP 
FINAL CLASH WITH 
ARGENTINA

11
CHINA ASKS ITS 
CITIZENS TO LEAVE 
AFGHANISTAN AFTER 
KABUL ATTACK

3
MP KARTIKEYA 
SHARMA PITCHES 
FOR POLLUTION FREE 
‘GREEN CREMATORIUM’
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DELHI ACID ATTACK CASE

HENIOUS

DECLARATION

KOTA SUICIDES

In a shocking incident, a cleric 
(maulvi) was booked for al-
legedly raping a 12-year-old 
minor in North Delhi’s Sarai 
Rohilla area, said police on 
Thursday.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Mohammad Isran. 
As per reports, the maulvi 
sedated the minor and in-

dulged in unnatural sex with 
the minor multiple times. 
“A 12-year-old boy was raped 
by an Ulema of a Madrasa in 
the Sarai Rohilla PS area. 

The accused Md Isran 
is absconding and teams 
of police are on his look-
out,”  said DCP North 
Delhi, Sagar Singh Kalsi. 
“An FIR under the POCSO 
Act and 377/506,” said police. 

The accused Maulvi is cur-
rently absconding and the po-
lice are on the lookout for him. 
Further details are awaited. 
Earlier in another instance 
from Madhya Pradesh, 
Maulvi Abdul Samad was 
arrested and sent to judicial 
custody for allegedly molest-
ing a 5-year-old girl inside a 
madrasa in Khandwa dis-
trict in October, police said. 

Delhi Lt Governor VK Saxena 
on Thursday approved the 
proposal to convene the first 
meeting of the newly elected 
Corporation on Friday, 6th 
January, 2023.

The move came as per the 
powers vested in the Lt Gover-
nor VK Saxena vide Section 73 
of the Delhi Municipal Corpo-
ration Act, 1957. The proposal 
to this effect, as per law, was 
moved by the Commissioner 

(MCD) on 12th December. 
Earlier as per reports, 
speculation of delay in the 
Delhi mayor’s election made 
rounds. However, the Com-
missioner’s file, approved by 
Deputy Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia, who is also Min-
ister (Urban Development) 
and CM Arvind Kejriwal, was 
received in Raj Niwas on 14th 
December while LG Saxena 
accorded his approval on the 
same day, informed sources. 
As per reports, the MCD 

chairperson, that is, the mayor 
of the corporation is likely to 
be announced in the meeting. 
The high-stakes battle for 
control over the Delhi Mu-
nicipal Corporation ended 
with the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) winning 134 of the to-
tal 250 wards in the national 
capital’s civic body polls, up-
rooting 15-year rule by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 
As the Delhi State Election 
Commission announced the 
final results today.

The National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) has 
taken suo motu cognizance 
over the alleged suicide of 
three students in Rajast-
han’s Kota and sent notices 
to the Chief Secretary, the 
Rajasthan government, the 
Secretary, Higher Educa-
tion, Union Ministry of Edu-
cation, and Chairperson of 
the National Medical Com-
mission.

“The Commission has 
observed that that the con-
tents of the media report, if 
true, amount to a grave is-
sue of human rights. Over 
the years, Kota has become a 
hub of private coaching cen-
tres for the aspirants of the 
National Entrance Eligibility 
Test (NEET). They are charg-
ing a very hefty amount. Stu-
dents, from across the coun-
try, are staying in hostels/
paying guest houses with a 
high expectation of success. 
This is putting them under 
a lot of pressure. There is 
a need to regulate private 

coaching institutes,” read 
an official statement by the 
Commission. The rights 
commission also stressed on 
the need to formulate a regu-
latory mechanism.

“The Commission feels that 
there is a need to formulate a 
regulatory mechanism and 
since the regulation of higher 
education is of the State sub-
ject, the need for evolving 
mechanism shall fall upon 
the State, in consultation 
with the Central Govern-
ment,” added the statement.

The top commission also 
sent notices to the Chief 
Secretary, the Government 
of Rajasthan, the Secretary, 
Higher Education, the Union 
Ministry of Education, and 
the Chairperson, of the Na-
tional Medical Commission, 
calling for reports.

“The Chief Secretary, of Ra-
jasthan is expected to submit 
a detailed report of the inci-
dent. It must also spell out 
the steps taken or proposed 
to be taken by the State about 
the regulatory mechanism to 
control the private coaching 

institutes in view of a large 
number of reported suicides 
of students. In addition, it 
must also contain a formu-
lation of a long-term plan 
to adequately address the 
issue of psychological and 
behavioural abnormality 
of the students undergoing 
coaching in different private 
institutes in Kota, by provid-
ing adequate counselling to 
them, including the parents, 
so that they should not feel 
lonely or under huge pres-
sure of expectation of the 
family members and the 
friends, etc,” noted the state-
ment. It further added, “The 
Secretary, Ministry of Higher 
Education is expected to in-
form about the formulation 
of the National Action Plan 
of a proportional increase of 
the seats in technical educa-
tion as well as medical edu-
cation and also to evolve the 
mechanism to get rid of the 
rat race of getting admission 
in the private coaching cen-
ters to achieve success in the 
competitive examination of 
JEE and NEET.”

Delhi Police has issued a 
notice to Flipkart in connec-
tion with the acid attack on 
a 17-year-old girl in Dwarka 
after the accused had report-
edly bought the acid through 
the e-commerce platform.

Earlier today, the Delhi Com-
mission for Women (DCW) 
wrote to the chief executive 
officers of Amazon and Flip-
kart in connection with the 
acid attack on a 17-year-old 
girl in Dwarka and sought 
the “reason for the availabil-
ity of acid on the e-shopping 
platforms”. The DCW also 
expressed concerns over the 
“illegal” availability of acid on 
Amazon and Flipkart and said 
that it “needs to be checked ur-
gently”. A 17-year-old girl was 
allegedly attacked with acid by 

two bike-borne men in Delhi’s 
Dwarka district area, police 
said on Wednesday. The girl 
has been referred to Safdar-
jung Hospital and is currently 
undergoing treatment.

“The Commission has 
learnt that the accused per-
son had bought acid through 
the online shopping portal 
‘Flipkart’. The Commission 
has also learnt that acid is eas-
ily available on leading online 
shopping platforms such as 
‘Amazon’ and ‘Flipkart’ which 
is illegal. The ease of availabil-
ity of acid on online platforms 
is a matter of grave concern 
and needs to be checked ur-
gently,” the letter duly signed 
by the Chairperson of the 
DCW read. The Commission 
further sought the details of 
sellers who have placed ‘acid’ 
as a product on the two plat-

forms.
“Please inform the reason 

for availability of acid on the 
e-shopping platform. Please 
provide complete details of 
sellers who have placed ‘acid’ 
as a product on your platform. 
Whether license of the seller 
was checked before posting 
the acid product on the on-
line platform? If not, please 
provide reasons for the same. 
Whether photo ids of those 
purchasing acid online were 
sought? If yes, please provide 
a complete list of the purchas-
ers along with their photo ids. 
If no, please provide reasons 
for the same,” the letter stated.

It also sought a copy of the li-
cense obtained by the platform 
for selling acid online.

“Please provide a copy of the 
policy adopted by the platform 
regarding sale of government-

regulated products online. 
If there is no policy, please 
provide reason for the same. 
Please inform the steps taken 
for removing restricted items 
including acid from the online 
portal,” it read.

“Please provide details of 
persons responsible for al-
lowing sale of acid on the por-
tal along with details of action 
taken against them,” the letter 
added. The Commission also 
sought a detailed report of 
the action taken in the matter. 
Meanwhile, Delhi Police has 
arrested all three accused for 
allegedly throwing acid at a 
17-year-old girl in the national 
capital’s Dwarka this morning.

Dwarka DCP M Harshvard-
han on Wednesday said that 
the police have solved the case 
with the arrest of all three ac-
cused.

Police issue notice to Flipkart after 
accused reportedly bought acid online

DELHI POLICE 
BUST RACKET 
CIRCULATING 
FAKE CURRENCIES

Delhi: Maulvi booked for raping minor

MCD TO HOLD 1ST MEETING ON 6 JANUARY, 
MAYOR FACE LIKELY TO BE ANNOUNCED

NHRC sends notice to Rajasthan Chief 
Secy, Union Education Ministry, NMC

CRACKED

CLAIM

Refuting the opposition’s 
allegation that Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is trying 
to finish him off, the former 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
BS Yediyurappa said that 
the party is not neglecting 
him. Before leaving for the 
inauguration of the district 
BJP office at Koppal to-
day, he said, “The party is 
not neglecting me. But one 
has to invite me to attend a 
public gathering.” He fur-
ther added, “I have built a 
party. I have worked hard 
to bring the party to power. 
The people of the entire state 
know it.” In response to the 
allegation that there is a con-
spiracy in BJP to finish him 
off, Yediyurappa claimed, 
“there’s no truth in it.”

The speculation rose as 
Yediyurappa was not sup-
posed to attend the event at 

Koppal initially. The former 
CM said, “I was invited at the 
last minute. So, I thought I 
would not be able to go. But I 
have changed my mind. I am 
going now.” The event will 
be attended by BJP Presi-
dent J P Nadda and the Chief 
Minister Basavraj Bommai.

Dismissing any discord 
with them, Yediyurappa 
said, “We are all in this to-
gether. We are united. We 
have only one agenda, elec-
tions. It is to bring the party 
to power. I will put all the 
effort needed for it. I travel 
across the state. There is 
a pro-BJP atmosphere in 
the state. Under the leader-
ship of PM Modi and Amit 
Shah, JP Nadda, many pro-
grammes have taken place in 
the state.”

Yediyurappa expressed 
confidence that BJP will 
come to power in the state, 
again.

Party is not neglecting 
me: Former Karnataka 
CM Yediyurappa
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MOUNTING ATTACK 

Congress chief Mal-
likarjun Kharge on 
Thursday took a dig 

at the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment in the Centre for 
trying to dodge a discus-
sion in Parliament over the 
India-China Tawang clash 
of 9th December.

Using terms like “lal 
aankh” and “Chinese glass-
es”, Kharge’s tweet in Hindi 
could roughly be inter-
preted as “the once glaring 
eyes of the Modi govern-
ment have been covered 
with Chinese glasses”. The 
Leader of Opposition in Ra-
jya Sabha also questioned 
the central government on 
whether it needed permis-
sion to speak against China 
in Sansad Bhawan. The par-
liament has witnessed mul-
tiple disruptions this week 
with both houses rejecting 
the opposition’s requests for 
a discussion on the India-
China border situation fol-
lowing the Tawang clash in 
Arunachal Pradesh.

On Wednesday, as many as 
17 opposition parties staged 
a walkout from the Parlia-
ment accusing the govern-

ment of not holding a discus-
sion over the 9th December 
clashes along the Line of 
Actual Control between the 
Indian and Chinese forces 
in the Tawang sector. Tak-
ing to Twitter, Kharge said, 
“It seems that the “red eye” 
of the Modi government 
is covered with Chinese 
glasses. Is it not allowed to 
speak against China in the 
Indian Parliament?” The 
Congress, Rashtriya Janata 
Dal, Aam Aadmi Party, 
MDMK, Communist Party 
of India (Marxist), CPI, 

Janata Dal-United, DMK, 
Trinamool Congress, and 
Telugu Desam Party were 
among the 17 parties that 
walked out from the Parlia-
ment during ‘Zero Hour’ in 
Rajya Sabha.

Leader of Opposition Mal-
likarjun Kharge among oth-
er Opposition leaders raised 
the issue to hold a detailed 
discussion on the clash 
when the House assembled 
on Wednesday and Deputy 
Chairman Harivansh al-
lowed ‘Zero Hour’ so that 
parliamentarians could 

raise their issues. As the Op-
position’s demand to hold 
the discussion on the India-
China border clash was not 
allowed by the Chair, the 17 
parties staged the walkout.

The MPs demanded the 
suspension of ‘Zero Hour’ 
to have a discussion on the 
issue which needs immedi-
ate measures to combat such 
aggressions and protect In-
dia’s interests along the in-
ternational border.

The clash near Yangtse 
along the LAC in the sensi-
tive sector occurred on 9th 

December amid the over 
30-month border standoff 
between the two sides in 
eastern Ladakh.

“On December 9, PLA 
troops contacted the LAC in 
Tawang Sector which was 
contested by own (Indian) 
troops in a firm and reso-
lute manner. This face-off 
led to minor injuries to few 
personnel from both sides,” 
the Indian Army said in a 
statement. “Both sides im-
mediately disengaged from 
the area. As a follow up of 
the incident, own (Indian) 
commander in the area 
held a flag meeting with his 
counterpart to discuss the 
issue in accordance with 
structured mechanisms to 
restore peace and tranquil-
lity,” it said.

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Tuesday informed 
Parliament that China’s 
People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) troops tried to trans-
gress the LAC in the Yang-
tse area of Tawang Sector 
in Arunachal Pradesh and 
unilaterally change the sta-
tus quo but they went back 
to their locations due to 
timely intervention of In-
dian military commanders.

‘CHINESE GLASSES’ COVERING 
‘RED EYE’ OF GOVT: KHARGE
TDG NETWORK
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PM Narendra Modi and Congress head Mallikarjun Kharge (file).

Former Karnataka CM Yediyurappa.

Congress leader Sanju Tripathi shot dead.

TOP OF THE DAY

PM PAYS TRIBUTE 
TO ‘IRON MAN’ OF 
ON HIS DEATH 
ANNIVERSARY
NEW DELHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday paid homage 
to Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel on his 72nd death 
anniversary and recalled 
the everlasting contribu-
tion of the ‘Iron Man’ to 
India. Taking to the mi-
croblogging site Twitter, 
the Prime Minister said, 

“I pay homage to Sardar 
Patel on his Punya Tithi 
and recall his everlast-
ing contribution to India, 
especially in uniting our 
nation and giving impetus 
to all-round develop-
ment.” Patel was born 
on October 31, 1875 in 
Nadiad, Gujarat. .

3 KILLED AS  WILD 
ELEPHANTS 
ATTACKS CARS IN 
ASSAM
GOALPARA: At least 
three persons, including 
a child, were killed and 
two others injured after 
they were attacked by a 
herd of wild elephants in 
Assam’s Goalpara district 
on Thursday, said Dhruba 
Dutta, the forest range 
officer of Lakhipur. Two 
vehicles were also dam-
aged by the elephants. 
The incident took place on 
the Lakhipur-Agia road 
of the Lakhipur forest 
range in the Goalpara 
district. Dutta said three 
persons, including a 
child, were killed after the 
elephant herd attacked 
two vehicles. “Two others 
were also injured. They 
were rushed to a hospital,” 
he added. 

14-YEAR-OLD BOY 
HELD FOR RAPING 
AND KILLING 
8-YEAR-OLD GIRL 
RAIPUR: A 14-year-old 
boy was arrested for al-
legedly raping and killing 
an eight-year-old girl in 
Raipur, a police officer 
said on Thursday. The boy 
lives in the same building 
where the minor girl was 
staying. Raipur Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Prashant Agarwal 
said, “A missing com-
plaint on the eight-year-
old girl was received on 
December 7 evening. Act-
ing on the complaint, the 
police registered a case 
and started searching for 
the girl.” “Five days later, 
the minor girl was found 
dead at a deserted place 
just behind the colony 
where she was living.

1 DEAD, 40 
INJURED AFTER 
2 BUSES COLLIDE 
HEAD-ON
INDORE: One passenger 
died and over 40 passen-
gers, including women 
and children, received 
injuries after two private 
buses collided head-on at 
Simrol Baigram Ghat in 
the Indore district of Mad-
hya Pradesh on Thursday 
morning, an official 
said. The deceased was 
identified as Rahul (25), 
a resident of Jamli Kala 
village in Khandwa disrict. 
Superintendent of MY 
Hospital, Dr PS Thakur, 
confirmed the death. Ac-
cording to reports, one of 
the buses was heading 
towards Khandwa from 
Indore while the other was 
bound for Indore from 
Khandwa. The injured 
passengers were admitted 
at Indore’s MY hospital. 
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ASSASSINATION

CONGRESSMAN SANJU TRIPATHI SHOT DEAD 
IN BROAD DAYLIGHT IN CHHATTISGARH

A Congress leader identi-
fied as Sanju Tripathi, was 
shot dead in Chhatisgarh’s 
Bilaspur district in broad 
daylight, police said on 
Thursday.

The incident occurred 
a r o u n d  4 : 3 0  p m  o n 
Wednesday near Sakri 
overbridge in the district 
when Tripathi, who was 
former District General Sec-
retary of the party was trav-
elling in his car was waylaid 
and shot, police said adding 
that the man died on the 
spot. Bilaspur Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) Parul 
Mathur said, “According to 
eyewitnesses, Tripathi was 
going in his car near the by-
pass when two-three people 
arrived and opened fire. 
Tripathi sustained bullet 
injuries in his head and he 

died on the spot.”
“In the preliminary inves-

tigation a property related 
dispute has come to fore. 
On the other hand, Sanju 
Tripathi’s brother had reg-
istered a report against him 
for assaulting him at the 
Civil Line Police Station in 
Bilaspur a few days ago,” 
the Bilaspur SP said.

The police official said 
that further investigation 
into the matter is going on 

after primary interrogation 
of the family members.

“The police started an 
inquiry. Further informa-
tion is being gathered from 
the deceased’s wife and 
his family members about 
whether he had received 
any threat or warning. The 
case is also being investigat-
ed from the angle of prop-
erty dispute which came 
to the fore in the past,” SP 
Mathur added. 

Delhi Police on Thurs-
day arrested two persons 
and busted a racket, in-
volved in the circulation of 
fake currencies, in Rohini. 
Allegedly circulation of  fake 
currencies racket was busted 
by a special staff of Delhi Po-
lice  and counterfeit currencies 
worth over Rs one lakh were 
recovered from their posses-
sion. 
    The police’s investigation 
into this matter is underway. 
Further information is awaited. 
Earlier this month, the Gov-
ernment Railway Police (GRP), 
Mathura, busted an interstate 
gang involved in printing fake 
currency notes using equip-
ment imported from China. 
They arrested the kingpin. 
Mathura GRP along with 
joint teams of Police Commis-
sionerate Varanasi on Sun-
day arrested Mukesh alias 
Raunak, the mastermind 
who was carrying a bounty 
of Rs 25,000 on his head. 
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DEFENCE RECRUITMENTS

Delhi HC reserves order on pleas 
challenging Agnipath scheme

The Delhi HC on Thursday 
reserved its judgement on a 
batch of petitions challenging 
Agnipath scheme launched for 
the recruitment of Agniveers 
for defence forces.

A division bench headed by 
chief justice Satish Chandra 
Sharma reserved its judge-
ment after hearing arguments 
on behalf of the different pe-
titioners and the Central gov-
ernment. The court asked the 
parties to file their written 

submissions before winter 
vacations.

During the hearing, Ad-
ditional Solicitor General 
(ASG) Aishwarya Bhati sub-
mitted before the court that 
the Agnipath scheme came 
on the horizon in June 2021 
only. It was a time when all 
the defence recruitments were 
put on hold. The scheme was 
finalised in June 2022.

ASG Bhati also submitted 
that more than 10 lakh as-
pirants have been given the 
benefit of age relaxation till 

date. “The Agnipath scheme 
is a major paradigm shift in the 
recruitment process of defence 
personnel. We can’t put every-
thing on the affidavit but we 
can say that we acted bona fide 
in the matter,” he said.

During the hearing, Justice 
Subramonium Prasad asked 
the ASG, “Why did you keep 
saying for months wait, wait 
and keep checking the web-
site?” The decision was to keep 
it on hold after June 2021. It got 
finalised in June 2022 when 
the gazette was notified.

ESTABLISHING GUILT

CREATING RUCKUS

The Supreme Court’s Con-
stitution bench on Thursday 
held that direct evidence of 
demand for bribe by public 
servants is not necessary 
to convict them under the 
Prevention of Corruption 
(PC) Act and it can also be 
proved through circumstan-
tial evidence when there is 
no direct evidence against 
them.

A five-judge Constitution 
bench of Justices Abdul 

Nazeer, BR Gavai, AS Bo-
panna, V Ramasubramani-
an and BV Nagarathna said 
that corrupt officials must 
be booked and convicted. 
Corruption has taken a gi-
gantic proportion affecting 
the governance and has a de-
moralizing effect on honest 
officers, the bench said.

While pronouncing the 
verdict, the apex court 
said that even if the direct 
evidence of the complain-
ant is not available, owing 
to death or other reasons, 

there can be a conviction of 
the public servant under the 
PC Act with circumstantial 
evidence.

“This can be proved either 
by direct evidence in the 
nature of oral evidence or 
documentary evidence. Fur-
ther, the fact in issue namely 
the proof of demand and ac-
ceptance of illegal gratifica-
tion can also be proved by 
circumstantial evidence in 
the absence of direct oral or 
documentary evidence,” the 
bench in its verdict stated.

It said that the trial would 
not automatically abate 
nor can result in an acquit-
tal of a public servant just 
because the complainant 
dies or turns hostile or 
does not take the stand and 
held that a case can still be 
proved with other evidence 
or testimonies. The Consti-
tution bench’s verdict came 
on a plea raising question if 
public servants can be pros-
ecuted for bribery if bribe 
givers fail to record their 
statements or turn hostile.

Dissatisfied with the reply of 
Petroleum Minister Hardeep 
Puri on the increased prices 
of petrol and diesel in the 
country, opposition parties 
staged a walkout from the 
Lok Sabha on Thursday.

Responding to a question 
asked by Lok Sabha MP K. 
Muraleedharan during the 
Question Hour on Thursday, 
Union Petroleum Minister 

Hardeep Puri said, “While 
the average price of Indian 
basket of Crude oil increased 
by 102% (from $43.34 to 
$87.55) between November 
2020 and November 2022, 
the retail prices of Petrol 
and Diesel have increased 
in India by only 18.95 % and 
26.5 % during this period.” 
“To insulate the Indian con-
sumers from the impact of 
high international crude oil 
prices, Central Government 

reduced the Central Excise 
duty twice on 21 November 
2021 and 22 May 2022, ef-
fecting a cumulative reduc-
tion of Rs. 13 and Rs. 16 per 
litre for petrol and diesel re-
spectively, which was fully 
passed on to consumers. Fol-
lowing these reductions in 
Central Excise duty, some of 
the States/UTs also reduced 
Value Added Tax (VAT) rates 
on Petrol and Diesel,” the 
Minister informed.

PUBLIC SERVANTS CAN BE CONVICTED IN CORRUPTION 
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POLITICAL SLUGFEST

Bihar hooch tragedy 
among other issues 
reverberated in the 

Rajya Saha in the early 
hours on Thursday leading 
to the adjournment of the 
House thrice within a short 
period of 40 minutes with 
both treasury benches and 
the Opposition raising their 
matters.

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) MPs from Bihar raised 
Bihar hooch tragedy issue 
soon after the Upper House 
assembled for the day at 11 
am and the Deputy Chair-
man Harivansh allowed 
Zero Hour. The Opposition 
parties also raised other is-
sues along with the news of 
the clash between Indian 
and Chinese troops on the 
Line of Actual Control in 
Arunachal Pradesh on 9 
December. “Please let the 
House function. This is Zero 
Hour which is very impor-
tant. Please take your seats,” 
requested the Deputy Chair-
man.

As the ruckus continued, 
Harivansh announced the 
adjournment of the House 

thrice within 40 minutes.
The treasury benches 

raised hooch tragedy in 
Bihar’s Chapra which has 
claimed 39 lives on Wednes-
day in Bihar’s Saran district 
by consuming spurious li-
quor at a local joint. After 
the deaths, angry villagers 
blocked the Masrakh Hanu-
man Chowk on Bihar State 
Highway 90 and raised slo-
gans against the district ad-
ministration.

The incident triggered a 
political slugfest in the Bihar 
assembly, with opposition 

leaders mounting a strong 
attack on Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar over a spate 
of deaths due to the con-
sumption of illicit liquor in 
the state. Later, an irate Nit-
ish lost his cool in the assem-
bly and snapped at opposi-
tion MLAs who targeted the 
government over prohibition 
in the state.

Nitish on Thursday again 
said the last time, when 
people died due to spurious 
liquor, someone said they 
should be compensated. “If 
someone consumes liquor, 

they’ll die - example is before 
us. This should be condoled, 
those places should be visit-
ed and people be explained.”

“Even when there was no 
liquor ban here, people died 
due to spurious liquor -even 
in other states. People should 
be alert. As there is a liquor 
ban here, something spuri-
ous will be sold due to which 
people die. Liquor is bad and 
shouldn’t be consumed,” Nit-
ish said. Sale and consump-
tion of alcohol were banned 
in Bihar by the Nitish Kumar 
government in April 2016. 

BIHAR HOOCH TRAGEDY REVERBERATE 
IN HOUSE, RS ADJOURNED THRICE 
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Bihar hooch tragedy among other issues reverberated in the Rajya Saha on Thursday. 

Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma and his family on Thursday met the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi . The MP later said: "I had the privilege of meeting Hon'ble 
PM Shri Narendra Modi ji with my family. I will always cherish his dignified grace 
and kindness, especially his affection to our kids who were thrilled to meet him."

NEED OF HOUR

MP Kartikeya Sharma 
pitches for pollution free 
‘green crematorium’

Dissatisfied with reply of Minister 
Puri over increased prices of petrol, 
opposition stages walkout in LS 

Member of Parliament 
Kartikeya Sharma on 
Thursday raised the issue 
of setting up of ‘green cre-
matorium’ in every village 
in the country in an aim to 
avoid pollution and reduce 
deforestation. Making a 
special mention in Rajya 
Sabha, Kartikeya Sharma 
said that ‘green cremato-
rium or ‘woodless crema-
tion’ is the need of hour 
as the main drawback of 
traditional method of open 
pyre is air pollution.

“I would request the 
government to encour-
age green cremator which 
uses only cowdung, hence, 
we can save our environ-
ment and ecology,” the MP 
said.

Kartikeya Sharma urged 
the government to take 
necessary steps to arrange 
funds for panchayat, mu-
nicipality and corporation 
to set up green cremato-
rium in all villages. 

Justifying his demand, 

Kartikeya Sharma said 
that India has only 28 trees 
per person compared to 
China’s 102 and USA’s 
716. “But for cremation 
we need two trees (400 
to 600 kg). If we consider 
that there are about 110 
lakh deaths annually in 
India of which 70% are 
cremated, that needs wood 
consuming around 260 
crore kg or 30 million 
trees. While burning the 
wood, there is also emis-
sion of 8 millions of tonnes 

of carbon dioxide gas and 
500,000 tonnes of ashes 
which is not good for the 
environment.”

He mentioned that stud-
ies reveal that a normal 
cremation needs 300-600 
kg of firewood, litres of 
ghee, 300-400 cowdung 
cakes, and in the process 
the total cost of per cre-
mation may go over Rs 
10,000 while it would take 
only Rs. 3 lakhs to set up a 
green crematorium. That’s 
a one time cost.”
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Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma  in RS on Thursday. 

IN THE COURTS
ALLAHABAD HC TO HEAR 
LUCKNOW’S LEVANA 
HOTEL DEMOLITION CASE
LUCKNOW : A Lucknow Bench 
of Allahabad High Court on 
Thursday is scheduled to hear the 
case pertaining to the demolition 
of Levana Hotel in in the city’s 
Hazratganj area where four people 
died due to a massive fire breakout 
in September. A two-judge bench 
of Justice AR Masoodi and Justice 
OP Shukla is scheduled to hear the 
matter. The hotel owner has filed a 
petition in the Lucknow bench of the 
High Court regarding the demolition 
of the Levana Hotel by the Lucknow 
Development Authority. Earlier, on 
9 September, the Lucknow Bench 
of Allahabad HC took a suo moto 
of the Levana hotel fire incident, 
and summoned Indramani Tripathi, 
the VC of Lucknow Development 
Authority. 

HC RESERVES ORDER 
ON ALLOWING SIKHS 
TO CARRY KIRPAN IN 
FLIGHTS
NEW DELHI: The Delhi HCon 
Thursday reserved order on a 
plea challenging the notification 
allowing Sikhs to carry Kirpan 
while travelling on civilian flights 
in India. The Court had sought 
a response from the Central 
Government and others in the 
matter. The bench of Justice 
Satish Chander Mishra and 
Justice Subramonium Prasad on 
decided to reserve the order in the 
matter and said it will pass the 
appropriate order. According to 
petitioner Harsh Vibhor Singhal, 
the notification said that Sikhs 
shall have exceptional regulatory 
sanction to carry Kirpan on person 
whilst on board any flight in India 
that is operating in India. 

SC TO HEAR PLEAS ON 
ELECTORAL BONDS 
SCHEME IN JANUARY 
LAST WEEK
NEW DELHI: The SC posted for hearing 
the pleas challenging the government’s 
Electoral Bond scheme allowing anony-
mous funding to political parties in the 
last week of January. A bench of Justices 
BR Gavai and Vikram Nath adjourned 
the matter to January last week citing 
difficulty in hearing the matter. Advocate 
Prashant Bhushan, representing NGOs 
Association for Democratic Reforms and 
Common Cause- petitioners in the case, 
told the bench that the matter should 
be referred to a five-judge Constitution 
bench. Weighty issues of public impor-
tance are involved on which an authorita-
tive pronouncement is required, Bhushan 
added. The bench said that to refer the 
matter to Constitution bench, arguments 
from both sides have to be heard and 
opined that case will be heard in January. 

DELHI HC RESERVES 
ORDER ON UDDHAV 
THACKERAY’S PLEA 
AGAINST ECI ORDER
NEW DELHI: The Division Bench of 
Delhi HC on Thursday reserved the 
order on the plea moved by former Ma-
harashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thac-
keray challenging the Single bench 
order that rejected his plea against the 
Election Commission’s order for freez-
ing the symbol (Bow and Arrow) and 
the name of the Shivsena political party. 
The Bench headed by Chief Justice 
Satish Chander Sharma and Justice 
Subramonium Prasad kept the order 
reserved after hearing the arguements 
at length. The appeal moved before the 
Division Bench stated that the Single 
Judge failed to appreciate that in pass-
ing the order dated October 8, 2022, the 
ECI proceeded on the assumption of 
the existence of two rival groups within 
the Shivsena political party. 

NAINITAL HC STAYS PCB 
ORDER CANCELLING  
NO-OBJECTION 
CERTIFICATES OF FIRMS
NAINITAL: Nainital HC on Thursday 
stayed the order of the Uttarkhand Pol-
lution Control Board (PCB), challenging 
the green body’s order cancelling the 
no-objection certificate of 1724 indus-
tries, till further orders. The Pollution 
Control Board in its order dated 2 Dec 
this year had cancelled the no-objection 
certificate of 1724 industries for not 
presenting the Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) action plan and 
registration in the pollution board. A 
petition has been filed in the HC against 
this order. The decision of the division 
bench of Nainital HC Chief Justice Vipin 
Sanghi and Justice Manoj Kumar Tiwari 
has brought relief to 1724 industries and 
lakhs of employees working there. The 
court has directed the pollution control 
board to file its reply by 20 December.

SUFFICIENT 
FOODGRAIN 
STOCKS UNDER 
CENTRAL POOL, 
SAYS GOVT 
New Delhi: In a 
response to a report 
which said that India’s 
December wheat stocks 
fell to a six-year low and 
that it lifted prices, the 
government on Thurs-
day said it has sufficient 
foodgrain stocks under 
the central pool to meet 
the requirement of 
National Food Security 
Act (NFSA) and its Other 
Welfare Schemes as 
well as for the additional 
allocation of PMGKAY. 
According to a state-
ment from the ministry 
of consumer affairs, 
food and public distribu-
tion, about 159 lakh mil-
lion tonne (lmt) of wheat 
will be available as on 
January 1, 2023, which 
is well above the buffer 
norm requirement of 
138 lmt of 1 January. 

MP GIVES NOTICE 
TO DISCUSS 
'SUBVERSION OF 
INDEPENDENCE 
OF INSTITUTIONS'
New Delhi: Priyanka 
Chaturvedi MP (Uddhav 
Thackeray) Shivsena on 
Thursday gave suspen-
sion of Business Notice 
in Rajya Sabha under 
rule 267 to discuss the 
subversion of Indepen-
dence of Institutions like 
Enforcement Director-
ate, Election Commis-
sion and Central Bureau 
of Investigation and 
others. 

ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION NOTICE  
GIVEN TO DISCUSS 
ON BORDER ROW
New Delhi: Congress 
MP Manish Tewari 
on Thursday gave an 
Adjournment Motion 
notice in the Lok Sabha 
to discuss the “grave 
situation at the border 
with China in the Tawa-
ng sector in Arunachal 
Pradesh”. “I hereby give 
notice of my intention to 
ask for leave to move a 
motion for the adjourn-
ment of the business 
of the house for the 
purpose of discussing a 
definite matter of urgent 
importance, namely 
:- That this House do 
suspend Zero Hour and 
relevant rules relat-
ing to Question Hour 
and other businesses 
of the day to have a 
detailed discussion on 
the grave situation at 
the border with China 
in the Tawang sector in 
Arunachal Pradesh,” he 
wrote to the Seceretary-
General, Lok Sabha. 

COURT TAKES 
COGNISANCE OF 
CBI CHARGESHEET 
IN EXCISE CASE 
New Delhi: The 
Rouse Avenue Court 
of Delhi on Thursday 
took cognisance on a 
chargesheet filed by 
the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) 
against Vijay Nair and 
Abhishek Boinpally, 
two public servants 
and others named in 
the chargesheet filed 
in connection with the 
Delhi liquor policy case.

PARLIAMENT

IN BRIEF
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Unveiling the Hockey World 
Cup trophy on Thursday,  
Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal said that it is 
a matter of pride for all the 
countrymen as the Hockey 
World Cup is being organ-
ised in India this time. The 
Hockey World Cup will be 
held from 13 to 29 January in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha.  The 
Chief Minister said, “Five 
players from Haryana are 
participating in the Indian 
hockey team. It is a matter of 
pride not only for the play-
ers of the state but also for 
the people.” The Minister of 
State for Sports and Youth 
Affairs, Sandeep Singh, was 
also present on the occasion. 

Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal expressed hope that this 
time the Indian hockey team 
will perform better and defi-
nitely win the World Cup. He 
extended his greetings and 
wished the players better 
performance. Giving the slo-
gan “Khelega-India, Jeetega-

India, Jeetegi-Hockey’, the 
Chief Minister believed that 
the country’s players would 
fulfil it with full dedication. 

The Chief Minister hand-
ed over the Hockey World 
Cup trophy to the Minister 
of State for Sports and con-
gratulated the hockey team, 
stating that it is a matter of 
great pleasure that the com-
mand of sports in Haryana 
has been handed over to 
Sandeep Singh.

He said that the Hockey 
World Cup trophy will pass 
through 12 states, 7 union 
territories including Uttar 

Pradesh, Jharkhand, Mani-
pur, Assam, and will enter 
Haryana from Punjab and 
further to Delhi.

Manohar Lal Khatter said 
that hockey is the national 
game of India, and in 1975, 
India won the Hockey World 
Cup under the leadership of 
Dhyan Chand. “The women 
and men’s hockey teams 
have performed brilliantly in 
various national and inter-
national level games, and our 
teams are well prepared.” 
This time the whole country 
is focused on hockey,” added 
the Chief Minister. 
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MOMENTOUS 

HaryaNa CM MaNOHar LaL KHaTTEr 
UNvEiLS HOCKEy WOrLd CUp TrOpHy

rESOUNdiNG viCTOry 

Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge met with 
Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu and party MLAs in 
the hill state on Thursday, 
urging them to work togeth-
er to fulfil electoral promises. 
Kharge lauded the Himachal 
leaders for their hard work 
during the Assembly elec-
tions and congratulated 
Chief Minister Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu and all party 
MLAs for winning their As-
sembly seats and bringing 
Congress back to power in 
the state.

“He also lauded the hard 
work of Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu, Mukesh Agnihotri, 
Pratibha Singh, and other 
leaders and congratulated 
Rajiv Shukla, who was mon-
itoring the election campaign 
closely,” an official statement 
said.

“He urged all the party 
leaders to work for the 
people of the state unitedly 
and implement the prom-
ises made in the manifesto 
so that the fruits of develop-
ment could reach the poorest 
of the poor,” it added.

Sukhu, accompanied 
by Deputy Chief Minister 
Mukesh Agnihotri, State 
Congress President Pratibha 
Singh, and all newly elected 
MLAs, met Kharge in the na-
tional capital.

AICC General Secretary 

and In-Charge of Himachal 
Pradesh, Rajiv Shukla, was 
also present on the occasion.

Rajiv Shukla welcomed all 
the MLAs and congratulated 
them for their performance 
in the state assembly elec-
tions. He said that Himachal 
Pradesh would witness a 
strong and stable govern-
ment.

The Chief Minister thanked 
the party leadership for their 
support, which led to the vic-
tory of the Congress party in 
the elections.

Implement electoral 
promises: Kharge urges 
Himachal CM Sukhu

CUSTOMary praCTiCE 

ESpiONaGE

ONGOiNG prOBE 

iNFiGHTiNG

diSCUSSiON aNd dEBaTE 

drUG MENaCE 

drUG BUST 

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on Thursday said that 
the cabinet would be formed 
after the Vidhan Sabha ses-
sion. “The cabinet will be 
formed after the Vidhan 
Sabha session,” Sukhu told 
reporters when asked about 
the state cabinet.

“We had come to thank 
party chief Mallikarjun 
Kharge. All 40 of our MLAs 
and our state chief have also 
come. He gave us the mantra 
to serve the people. He also 
thanked the people of the 
state,” the Himachal Pradesh 
CM said after meeting the 
party’s national president in 
Delhi.

Sukhu and state Congress 

president Pratibha Singh 
met with the party’s nation-
al president, Mallikarjun 
Kharge, in the national capi-
tal on Thursday.

Earlier this week, Sukhu 
made numerous announce-
ments in the first cabinet 
meeting. Highlighting the 
implementation of 10 guar-
antees, Sukhu said that the 
old pension scheme (one of 
the key poll agendas) would 
be brought back.

At his first cabinet meet on 
Monday, a day after taking 
oath, Sukhu also brought up 
the rent and food expenses of 
MLAs.

“We have decided that 
in Himachal Bhawan and 
Himachal Sadan, rent and 
food expenses for MLAs will 
be the same as for common 
people.

Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann said on 
Thursday that the state gov-
ernment has sent the panel 
sought by Governor Ban-
wari Lal Purohit for the SSP 
of Chandigarh. He stressed 
that the Punjab Government 
has good relations with Gov-
ernor Purohit, adding that 

there is occasional minor 
chatter but nothing to resent.

A panel of three names 
has been sent to the UT ad-
ministration by the Mann 
government. This includes 
the names of 2012 batch IPS 
Sandeep Garg, 2012 batch 
IPS Akhil Chaudhary, and 
2013 batch IPS officer Bha-
girath Meena. The Punjab 
Governor now must make 
a decision on any one name.

The Border Security Force 
(BSF) recovered one packet 
of contraband suspected to 
be heroin weighing around 
2.6 kg, dropped by a Paki-
stani drone in the Fazilka 
district of Punjab, and ap-
prehended one civilian in 
this regard, the security 
forces said on Thursday.

According to the BSF 
Punjab Frontier, the troops 
searched on the intervening 
nights of December 14 and 
15, and one packet suspect-
ed of containing heroin was 
discovered near the village 
of Barike during the search.

“On the intervening night 
of 14/15 Dec 2022, vigilant 
BSF tps @BSF_Punjab Ftr 
intercepted consignment 
dropped by a Pakistani 

drone in Distt Fazilka. Dur-
ing search, BSF recovered 
1pkt suspected to be #Her-
oin (appx 2.650kg) from 
Indian territory near Vil-
lage- Barike, Distt- Fazilka,” 
BSF Punjab Frontier said in 
a tweet.

“One civilian is also ap-
prehended in this regard,” 
it added.

The search of the area is in 
progress.   

Cabinet formation in 
Himachal to take place 
after Vidhan Sabha session

iSi aGENT SENdiNG MapS TO paK 
iNTELLiGENCE aGENCy NaBBEd 

Mann sends panel for 
Chandigarh SSP,  says ‘good 
relations with Governor’

2.6 kg heroin dropped by 
Pakistani drone in Punjab 
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aNKiTa BHaNdari MUrdEr 
CaSE THiS WEEK
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TaKiNG CHarGE

Himachal Pradesh 
Chief  Minister 
Sukhvinder Singh 

Sukhu on Thursday said 
that there is no challenge 
in forming the new state 
government. “There is no 
challenge at all. A cabinet 
is formed with the elect-
ed MLAs, and the CM is 
elected from the MLAs. So, 
there is no challenge at all,” 
Sukhu said on the cabinet 
formation of the new gov-
ernment in the state.

Sukhu and state Congress 
president Pratibha Singh 
also met with the party’s 
national president, Mal-
likarjun Kharge, in the na-
tional capital.

Earlier this week, Sukhu 
m a d e  n u m e r o u s  a n -
nouncements in the first 
cabinet meeting.

Highlighting the imple-
mentation of 10 guaran-
tees, Sukhu said that the 
old pension scheme (one 
of the key poll agendas) 
would be brought back.

At his first cabinet meet 
on Monday, a day after 

taking oath, Sukhu also 
brought up the rent and 
food expenses of MLAs. 
“We have decided that in 
Himachal Bhawan and 
Himachal Sadan, rent and 
food expenses for MLAs 
will be the same as for 
common people. Earlier, 
common people paid the 
full amount and MLAs got 
these facilities at subsi-
dised rates, but that won’t 
happen anymore,” said 
CM Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu.

Sukhu on Sunday took 
oath as the new chief min-

ister of Himachal Pradesh. 
Mukesh Agnihotri, the for-
mer Leader of Opposition 
in the Assembly, also took 
oath as the deputy chief 
minister of the state.

The swearing-in cer-
emony was attended by 
top leaders of Congress, 
including National Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge, 
MP Rahul Gandhi, and All 
India Congress Committee 
(AICC) General Secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi.

Congress won the Assem-
bly polls in the state, bag-
ging a total of 40 seats.

NO CHaLLENGE iN FOrMiNG 
GOvErNMENT: HiMaCHaL CM
TDG NeTwork
new delhi

top of the day

GaNGSTEr 
arrESTEd FOr 
rOBBEry aT rEaL 
ESTaTE COMpaNy
Chandigarh: a gang-
ster identified as Vikas 
was arrested in guru-
gram on Thursday in 
connection with a robbery 
at a real estate company, 
said inspector general 
of Police (igP) of the 
Special Task Force. igP 
B. Satheesh Balan said, 

“Money was stolen from 
a real estate company a 
while back, and we had 
arrested many people in 
this case. But the prime 
accused gangster, Vikas, 
was absconding.  he was 
nabbed from gurugram.”

GOLd WOrTH 
OvEr rS 14 LaKH 
rECOvErEd aT 
JaipUr aipOrT 
JaiPur: The airport 
officials on Thursday 
recovered gold worth 
rs. 14,19,860 from a 
passenger at the Jaipur 
international airport. The 
gold weighed around 254 
grams. as per reports, 
the recovery was made 
from a passenger’s shoe, 
where the gold was con-
cealed. “gold weighing 
254.000 grams valued at 
rs. 14,19,860/- has been 
recovered from the pas-
senger who arrived from 
dubai to Jaipur via flight 
no. Sg58 on 15/12/22. 
The gold was concealed 
in his shoe,” said airport 
officials. 

SWEdEN TO 
iNvEST rS 15,000 
CrOrE iN UTTar 
pradESH
new delhi: The busi-
ness community from 
Sweden has expressed 
interest in investments 
worth rs 15,000 crore 
in the state of uttar 
Pradesh. The business 
intentions were filed 
during the Stockholm in-
vestment roadshow that 
was held on wednesday, 
according to a statement. 
a delegation led by uP 
industry minister nand 
gopal gupta and public 
works development 
minister Jitin Prasada 
invited Swedish busi-
ness houses to the uP 
global investors Summit 
2023. uttar Pradesh 
is set to organise the 
summit in lucknow from 
February 10 to 12, 2023. 
Sweden has selected 
uttar Pradesh. invest-
ment intents for Film City, 
retail, and Tourism  were 
filed at the roadshow, the 
statement said. 

ONE dEad, OvEr 
40 paSSENGErS 
iNJUrEd aFTEr 
TWO BUSES 
COLLidE
indOre: One passenger 
died and over 40 passen-
gers, including women 
and children, received 
injuries after two private 
buses collided head-on 
at Simrol Baigram ghat 
in the indore district of 
Madhya Pradesh on 
Thursday morning, an of-
ficial said. The deceased 
was identified as rahul 
(25), a resident of Jamli 
kala village in khandwa 
disrict. Superintendent 
of MY hospital, dr PS 
Thakur, confirmed the 
death. according to 
reports, one of the buses 
was headed towards 
khandwa from indore, 
while the other was 
bound for indore from 
khandwa.

TDG NeTwork
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A team of Special Cell/New Delhi Range (NDR) has busted a 
Narco-drug cartel involved in the trafficking of the narcotic 
drug Hashish (also known as “Malana Cream”) by arresting 
one drug trafficker, namely Rajesh Kumar (age 30), recover-
ing 30 kg of high-quality party drug worth Rs 18 crores in the 
international market.

The special team that busted the inter-state drug syndicate 
was led by Inspector Pramod Chauhan, Inspector Shivraj 
Rawat, and Inspector Alok Kumar under the supervision 
of ACP/NDR, Special Cell Lalit Mohan Negi, and Hridaya 
Bhushan.

One Bolero pickup with a Punjab registration number used 
for trafficking narcotic drugs has also been seized. This syndi-
cate has sold over 45 kg of ‘Malana Cream’ worth over Rs. 28 
crores in Delhi/NCR and UP in the last three months.

In the second week of November 2022, information was re-
ceived by the Special Cell that members of a drug cartel based 
in Kullu, Himachal Pradesh, were supplying huge quantities 
of the narcotic drug “Malana Cream” to drug traffickers in 
Delhi- NCR, and UP for rave parties.

Mallikarjun kharge with Pratibha Singh and CM Sukhu. 

Manohar lal khattar with hockey world Cup trophy.

Bhagwant Mann with Punjab Governor (left).

The Haryana Congress con-
tinues to see a widening rift 
among party leaders. De-
spite the continuous efforts 
made by the party’s high 
command, the scenario re-
mained unchanged. It will 
not be less than an uphill 
task for newly appointed 
state in-charge Gohil and 
the party high command to 
keep the party leaders unit-
ed ahead of Rahul Gandhi’s 
Bharat Yatra, which is yet to 
enter Haryana on 21 Decem-
ber. The party high com-
mand is believed to be doing 
its best to bring the ongoing 

feud among the party lead-
ers to an end. Bhupender 
Singh Hooda, a Congress 
stalwart and the Leader Of 
Opposition, and the other 
party leaders, namely Kiran 
Chaudhary, Kumari Seleja, 
and Randeep Surjewala, 
have been at loggerheads for 
a long time over the issue of 
dominance and political ex-
istence in the state.

Amidst this, and in an ef-
fort to resolve the issues and 
end the infighting, the Con-
gress High Command has 
made several new decisions. 
The high command has ap-
pointed Shakti Singh Gohil 
as the new in-charge, re-
placing Vivek Kumar Bansal 

from the post. Following the 
defeat in Rajya Sabha polls, 
the Hooda faction was not 
on good terms with Bansal 
after he refused to recog-
nise the party legislator who 
misled voters. Notably, the 
Hooda faction continues 
to dominate the state Con-
gress, which has annoyed 
the other party leaders, 
namely Kumari Seleja, Kiran 
Chaudhary, and Randeep 
Surjewala. As a result, the 
opposition parties are not 
passing up the opportunity 
to attack the party.

In order to maintain the 
party’s balance of power, 
the Congress has appointed 
former Union Minister Ku-

mari Seleja as the party’s 
in-charge of Chhattisgarh, 
which it rules, replacing P.L. 
Punia a few days ago. The 
decision came a year ahead 
of assembly elections sched-
uled in the state. Besides, 
she has also been appointed 
the general secretary of the 
party, strengthening her 
political position. Earlier, 
she was given a berth in the 
47-member Steering Com-
mittee, which is the supreme 
authority in the party to take 
final calls on issues.

Presently, Hooda holds a 
unilateral hold in the Hary-
ana Congress, and the high 
command does not seem in a 
position to neglect him.

The State Special Operation Cell (SSOC) of 
the Punjab Police has arrested an accused on 
charges of spying for Pakistan’s intelligence 
agency, ISI, from Sector 40 of Chandigarh. 
According to the information, the arrested 
accused was spying for ISI for a long time. Af-
ter receiving the information, Punjab Police 
sprung into action and arrested the accused.

According to officials, the accused was 

sending maps of sensitive areas, buildings, 
etc. in Punjab to ISI for the last 4 years. The 
police are trying to determine what kind of 
sensitive information was transmitted, why 
the spy conveyed such information across the 
border, and what was their purpose.

The arrested spy has been identified as 
Tapinder Singh. Following his arrest, the ac-
cused was brought before the Mohali court 
after completing paperwork. From there, 
he has been sent on police remand until 19 
December.

A Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) probing the Ankita 
Bhandari murder case will 
file a charge sheet in court 
against the three accused 
this week, Deputy Inspector 
General (DIG) P Renuka, the 
SIT in-charge, has confirmed.

The DIG told ANI, “SIT 
has almost completed probe. 
We’ll file the chargesheet 
this week. We’ve applied for 
the NARCO test of the 3 ac-
cused, we’ll do it if the court 
permits.”

The body of 19-year-old An-
kita, who worked as a recep-
tionist at a resort run by Pul-
kit Arya, the son of expelled 
BJP leader Vinod Arya, was 

recovered from Chilla canal in 
Rishikesh on 24 September. 
She was reported missing for 
at least six days before the of-
ficials found her dead body.

Pulkit Arya was arrested 
for allegedly pushing her into 
the canal following an alterca-
tion. Two more people - Ankit 
Gupta and Saurabh Bhaskar, 
were also arrested in the case.

Under fire from the opposi-
tion parties over the incident, 
the BJP government led by 
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh 
Dhami promptly expelled 
Vinod Arya. On 4 December, 
the Uttarakhand Police said 
that the investigation into the 
Ankita Bhandari murder case 
is almost complete with just 
the Narco tests of the accused 
remaining.



FOUR COUGH SYRUPS MADE BY PHARMACEUTICALS 
ARE OF STANDARD QUALITY, DECLARES CENTRE

GAMBIA DEATHS CASE

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Thursday 
declared that four cough 
syrups, which allegedly led 
to the death of 66 children 
in Gambia, were of “stan-
dard quality”. The response 
came in reply to a question 

in Rajya Sabha.
Bhagwant Khuba, Union 

Minister of State for Chemi-
cal and Fertiliser in a written 
reply, “As per the report of 
the Government Analyst, the 
samples have been declared 
to be of standard quality.”

“Based on investigations 
conducted, State Drugs 

Controller, Haryana is-
sued show cause notice 
to M/s Maiden Pharma 
on 7.10.2022 under Rule 
85(2) of the Drugs Rules, 
1945. Further, an order un-
der section 22(1)(d) of the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 
1940 issued to M/s Maiden 
Pharmaceuticals Limited, 

Sonepat, Haryana on Sep-
tember 11, 2022, stopping 
all the manufacturing activ-
ities of M/s Maiden Phar-
maceuticals at Sonepat 
with immediate effect,” the 
reply mentioned further.

According to the mail 
written by DCGI on Decem-
ber 13, 2022, to Dr Rogerio 

Gaspar, Director, Regula-
tion and Prequalification, 
WHO, in reply to the letter 
dated 6 December 2022, 
received through e-mail, 
“WHO had been informed 
that the samples in ques-
tion were drawn and sent 
for testing to laboratory as 
per extant rules.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

India tests Agni-V missile days 
after Tawang clash

four Chinese soldiers died in brawling in La-
dakh’s Galwan Valley.

China and India fought a full-scale war in 1962 
over control of Arunachal Pradesh, which Beijing 

claims in its entirety and considers part of Tibet.
The clash in Tawang followed joint military exercises 
that irked Beijing last month between India and the 
United States in Uttarakhand, which borders China. 

IAF holds exercises in Arunachal 
as training
An IAF official said the exercise was planned well in ad-
vance and it is not associated with recent developments in 
the Tawang sector.

Indian and Chinese troops clashed in the Tawang sector 
of Arunachal Pradesh last week, the first such encounter 
between the neighbours since the deadly Galwan valley in-
cident in June 2020. At least six Indian soldiers are believed 
to have sustained injuries and are being treated at the Army 
hospital in Guwahati.

People residing at Tawang have shown confidence in the 
Indian Army and expressed their support, following the 
December 9 border clash where the Indian soldiers thwart-
ed the Chinese attempt to change the status quo along the 
LAC in the Yangtse sector in Tawang.

The locals claimed that the atmosphere in the bordering 
town is very good and they have not faced any problems 
following the clash. “The atmosphere in Tawang is very 
good now. We heard that there was a skirmish at the border 
between the Indian and the Chinese armies but we have not 
faced any problems here due to the presence of the Indian 
Army at the border,” said Nima Sarang, a local. He also said 
that the government is undertaking various development 
works in the area and they would continue to support the 
Indian Army in future.

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
called for de-escalation in the tensions between India and 
China. Stephane Dujarric, the spokesperson to UN Secre-
tary-General said.

“We have seen these reports. We call for de-escalation and 
to ensure that the tensions along in that area do not grow,” 
Stephane Dujarric said in the press briefing.

Proud to see all 36 rafale fighter 
jets on India’s soil: French envoy

aircraft with RB tail number had been provided to the 
Indian side by France with all its spares and other parts 
replaced as it was being used for developmental activities.

Meanwhile, the Indian Air Force has also started up-
grading the planes to the highest standards and has been 
equipped with all India-specific enhancements.

The Rafale is a 4.5-generation aircraft and has helped In-
dia regain its supremacy over Indian sub-constituent skies 
with long-range air-to-air and air-to-ground missiles along 
with advanced radar and electronic warfare capabilities.

The French firm Dassault Aviation is also involved in the 
maintenance of the aircraft whose serviceability is over 75 
per cent.

The Rafale was inducted swiftly into the Indian Air Force 
at the peak of the conflict with China and started operating 
over Ladakh within a week of its arrival.

The IAF also quickly fired and operationalised the long-
range Meteor air-to-air missiles as well as the Scalp air-to-
ground missiles.

The IAF has also added the HAMMER missile to the Ra-
fale’s arsenal as it was required for carrying out precision 
attacks at shorter distances. 

Road clear for Nirav Modi’s return to 
India as he loses bid to move UK SC

there is a high risk of suicide if he is extradited.In a ruling 
delivered speedily within just over a week of the UK’s Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS) submitting its response to the 
51-year-old diamantaire’s permission to appeal application 
on behalf of the Indian government, the judges also ruled 
that the “certification of a point of law be refused” that would 
have allowed his plea to progress to the higher court.

An appeal on the grounds of a point of law of general public 
importance is a high threshold that is not met very often 
and this refusal significantly limits Modi’s remaining legal 
options in the UK against extradition to India.

Last month, Modi lost an appeal on mental health grounds 
when the same two-judge High Court bench ruled that his 
risk of suicide is not such that it would be either unjust or 
oppressive to extradite him to India to face charges in the 
loan scam case. The London High Court had stated, “We 
are far from satisfied that Nirav’s mental state and the risk 
of suicide are such that it would be either unfair or oppres-
sive to extradite him. “The dismissal of the High Court ap-
peal last month marked a major win for the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) and Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
case against the businessman, who has been behind bars 
at Wandsworth Prison in London since his arrest on an ex-

tradition warrant in March 2019. Modi can now apply to the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) to try and block 
his extradition on the basis that he will not receive a fair trial 
and that he will be detained in conditions that breach Article 
3 of the European Convention on Human Rights, to w The 
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) later welcomed the UK 
High Court’s decision to reject Nirav’s plea.

“India has been vigorously pursuing the extradition of 
economic fugitives so that they face justice in India. We wel-
come the decision of the UK High Court. We want to bring 
him to India as soon as possible,” said MEA spokesperson 
Arindam Bagchi during a press conference.

Nirav Modi, who is a prime accused in the Rs 13,500 crore 
PNB scam, had fled India. He lost his appeal after he had 
moved the High Court in London against extradition on 
mental health grounds.

The bench of Justice Stuart Smith and Justice Robert Jay 
of the High Court said there are “no features of psychotic 
illness”.

The court rejected Nirav Modi’s counsel’s claims that he 
will die by suicide due to severe depression and said “Nirav 
Modi neither is nor is very likely to be at the most severe 
end of the scale of depressive illness”.

“He has so far displayed no features of psychotic illness. 
Although he has exhibited persistent suicidal ideation, he 
has neither attempted suicide or deliberate self-harm nor 
disclosed plans to do so, except in the vaguest and general 
way,” the court said.

The High Court also noted the steps taken to render Bar-
rack 12 safe and to ensure that there is effective constant 
monitoring to reduce both the risk of attempted suicide and 
the prospect of suicide being committed.

The court noted that the Government of India sought the 
appellant, Nirav Deepak Modi.

IF someone consumes liquor, they 
will die: Nitish
Saran district. Bihar minister “vowed’ that govt would take 
“strict action” against culprits responsible for deaths.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Thursday told me-
dia persons waiting for his reaction on the 39 deaths so far 
in the Chhapra hooch tragedy that if “someone consumes 
spurious liquor, they will die” as he came under heavy 
pressure on his alleged failed excise policy.
Defending the liquor ban in Bihar, he said that the state’s 
prohibition policy has benefitted several people and a large 
number of people have given up drinking alcohol due to his 
measures. “The liquor ban has benefitted several people. 
A large number of people have given up alcohol...This is 
good. Several people have happily accepted this. But there 
are some troublemakers. I have told officers to identify the 
actual troublemakers and nab them,” Kumar told the me-
dia in Patna.
“I have told officers that they shouldn’t capture the poor. 
People manufacturing liquor & carrying on liquor trade 
should be caught,” Kumar said.
The chief minister also said: “I am ready to give Rs 1 lakh 
each to people to start their own work. We’ll raise the 
amount if needed, but nobody should get involved in the 
liquor business.”
“Last time, when people died due to spurious liquor, some-
one said they should be compensated. If someone con-
sumes spurious liquor, they’ll die - an example is before 
us. This should be condoled, those places should be visited 
and people should be explained about the fallout of their 
action,” Nitish Kumar said.
After the first death late Tuesday in a Chhapra hospital, the 
toll has reached 39 on Thursday.
In its wake, Masrakh Station House Officer (SHO) Ritesh 
Mishra and Constable Vikesh Tiwari were suspended on 
the recommendation of Marhaura Sub-Divisional Police 
Officer, Yogendra Kumar.
Bihar Excise Minister Sunil Kumar on Wednesday vowed 
strict action against culprits responsible for deaths.
“Process of filling an FIR is underway. I have spoken over 
the phone with SP,” Sunil Kumar said.
The sale and consumption of alcohol were banned in Bihar 
by the Nitish Kumar government in April 2016.
Hours after the first few deaths were reported from Chhap-
ra, the opposition on Wednesday attacked the Bihar Chief 
Minister in the state assembly leading to Nitish Kumar los-
ing his cool and screaming back at the BJP leaders.
The Janata Dal-United chief slammed the BJP for protest-
ing the deaths as Leader of Opposition Vijay Kumar Sinha 
questioned the state’s liquor ban policy since 2016.
Nitish Kumar lost his temper in the House and screamed at 
the BJP MLAs ‘’Sharabi ho gaye ho tum...(you are drunk)”
Protesting against the incident, Bihar opposition lawmak-
ers also staged a demonstration outside the state assembly 
later.

Hosting Osama: Jaishankar’s 
veiled attack on Pakistan at UN

reforming multilateralism. We will naturally have our par-
ticular views, but there is a growing convergence at least 
that this cannot be delayed any further,” said Mr Jaishan-
kar, who is chairing India’s signature event on reformed 
multilateralism.

“While we search for the best solutions, what our dis-
course must never accept is the normalisation of such 
threats. The question of justifying what the world regards 
as unacceptable should not even arise. That certainly ap-
plies to state sponsorship of cross-border terrorism. Nor 
can hosting Osama bin Laden and attacking a neighbouring 
Parliament serve as credentials to sermonize before this 
Council,” he said.

Eighteen years ago on December 13, terrorists of the Paki-
stan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and the Jaish-e-Moham-
med (JeM) attacked the Parliament complex in New Delhi 
and opened fire, killing nine people.

Jaishankar’s strong remarks came after Pakistan Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto raised the Kashmir issue while 
speaking in the Council debate on reformed multilateralism.

Jaishankar arrived at the United Nations on Tuesday to 
preside over two signature events on counter-terrorism and 
reformed multilateralism being held under India’s current 
Presidency of the UN Security Council, before the curtains 
come down this month on the country’s two-year tenure as 
an elected member of the powerful 15-nation.

India’s Permanent Representative to the UN, Ambassador 
Ruchira Kamboj, was chairing the debate when Mr Bhutto 
spoke in the Council.

Tensions between India and Pakistan have spiked since 
New Delhi abrogated Article 370 of the Constitution to 
revoke the special status of Jammu and Kashmir on Au-
gust 5, 2019. India’s decision evoked strong reactions from 
Pakistan, which downgraded diplomatic ties and expelled 
the Indian envoy.

India has categorically told the international community 
that the scrapping of Article 370 was its internal matter. 
It also advised Pakistan to accept the reality and stop all 
anti-India propaganda.

India has told Pakistan that it desires normal neighbourly 
relations with Islamabad in an environment free of terror, 
hostility and violence.

Gangster Mukhtar Ansari, aide get 
10-year jail term
accomplishment for the Yogi Adityanath government, 
which has vowed to end the mafia raj in the state. This is 
Mukhtar Ansari’s third sentence in the last three months.
The chief minister’s zero tolerance policy against crime 
has got the police aggressively pursuing cases against 
gangsters in courts and providing protection to witnesses 
being threatened.

The conviction relates to several cases, including the one 
pertaining to Ghazipur that involved an assault on the Ad-
ditional Superintendent of Police.

Ansari has been lodged in a jail in UP’s Banda for the last 
few years, and the Enforcement Directorate is interrogat-
ing him. There are 59 cases against the gangster, of which 
20 are pending in the courts while Ansari was sentenced 
today. The gangster and the 282 members of his network 
are facing police action in the state.

Action has been taken in 126 cases under the Gangster 
Act, of which 66 are related to the Gunda Act. In addition, 
Ansari’s five associates have been killed in encounters.

Case number 165/96 Section 148,307,332, IPC Police Sta-
tion Kotwali Ghazipur along with case number 192/96 Sec-
tion 3 (1) of UP Ghazipur Police Station Kotwali which re-
lated to the fatal attack on the Additional SP and some other 
policemen in Ghazipur was being heard against Mukhtar 
Ansari in court.

The case was filed long back in 1996.
Other cases against the five-time former MLA include - 

‘Rajendra Singh’ murder case number 410/88 Section 302 
IPC Police Station Cantt Varanasi, ‘Vashishtha Tiwari’ alias 
Mala Guru murder case number 106/88 Section 302 IPC 
Police Station Kotwali Ghazipur, ‘Awadhesh Rai’ murder 
case number 229/91 Section 149, 302 IPC Police Station 
Chetganj Varanasi, Constable ‘Raghuvansh Singh’ Murder 
Case No. 294/91 Section 307, 302 Police Station Mughal-
sarai. Constable Raghuvansh Singh apparently died in a 
deadly attack on the police force while checking a vehicle 
in Chandauli.

In the verdict coming after 26 years, a total of 11 witnesses 
testified after which arguments were completed in court. 

Govt has limited powers over 
appointments of judges: Rijiju

government has very limited power to fill up judicial va-
cancies.”

Rijiju’s remarks in Parliament came amid a tussle between 
the government and the judiciary on the process of making 
judicial appointments in the country. The law minister him-
self has repeatedly criticised the existing collegium system 
of ap-pointments.

In 2015, the Supreme Court had struck down the National 
Judicial Appointments Commission Act passed by Parlia-
ment months after Narendra Modi took over as the prime 
minister in 2014. The court had deemed the law unconsti-
tutional.

The National Judicial Appointments Commission pro-
posed to make judicial ap-pointments through a body 
comprising of the chief justice, two senior Supreme Court 
judges, the law minister and two other eminent persons 

nominated by the chief justice, the prime minister and the 
leader of the Opposition.

The proposed law was to replace the collegium system, 
under which five senior-most judges of the Supreme Court, 
including the chief justice, decide on the ap-pointments and 
transfers of judges to the top court and the High Courts.

On December 8, the Supreme Court had told the Centre 
that the collegium sys-tem of appointing judges to the high-
er judiciary is the law of the land and must be adhered to.

On Thursday, Rijiju told the Upper House that the govern-
ment approves names recommended by the collegium and 
added that it has no authority to look for or recommend 
judges.

A total of 165 judges have been appointed to the various 
high courts in this calendar year so far, the Minister of Law 
and Justice Kiren Rijiju to Rajya Sabha.

In a written reply to a question in the Rajya Sabha, Rijiju 
said that the central government has recently referred back 
twenty names to Supreme Court Collegium recommended 
for appointment as High Court judges. The Minister of Law 
and Justice, Shri Kiren Rijiju in a written reply to a question 
in the Rajya Sabha today informed that the Government 
has recently referred back 20 names to Supreme Court 
Collegium recommended for appointment as High Court 
judges.

Big B says questions are being 
raised on civil liberties

movie “Pathaan” has become the latest target of the ‘boy-
cott club’.

In his address, Mr Khan had sent out a message of posi-
tivity. On the toxic culture of social media, he said it is 
“driven by a certain narrowness of view that limits human 
nature to its baser self”.

“I read somewhere that negativity increases social media 
consumption and thereby increases its commercial value 
as well. Such pursuits enclose the collective narrative, mak-
ing it divisive and destructive”

“We are all happy and I am the happiest. And I have no 
qualms in saying, that no matter what the world does, me 
and you, and all positive people in the world are alive,” he 
had added.

Mr Bachchan had hailed his speech, saying, “I salute your 
artistic temperament that embraces plurality and equal-
ity”.

The film fest in Kolkata – known to be a city of enthusias-
tic cine-goers -- has started in the wake of the controversy 
over “The Kashmir files” that overshadowed the Interna-
tional Film Festival at Goa.

He eventually was backed up by the jury, who said the 
entire jury knew of and agreed with what Mr Lapid said 
about the movie.

Israeli film-maker Nadav Lapid, who was part of the jury, 
said the jury felt the “The Kashmir Files” was a “vulgar 
movie” and channelled “propaganda”. His comments were 
slammed from all quarters, including Israeli envoy to India 
Naor Gilon.

Veteran Bollywood actor Amitabh Bachchan, on Thurs-
day, inaugurated the 28th Kolkata International Film Fes-
tival.

Bones found in Mehrauli forest 
area belong to Shraddha Walker

investigation.
Poonawala, who has been arrested based on his con-

fession of killing Walkar and chopping her body into 
35 pieces to dispose it of, was arrested last month and is 
currently lodged in Tihar jail. On December 9, he was 
produced before a court via video conferencing and his 
judicial custody was further extended by 14 days. A total 
of 13 decomposed bones and part of a jaw were collected 
from the Mehrauli forest and were believed to be of the 
27-year-old woman.

The police probing the matter believe that their case will 
be stronger before the court once the reports arrive, adding 
that they were making efforts to get the harshest punish-
ment for the accused.

CFSL examined 13 bones recovered from the forest, traces 
of blood found in the kitchen, bathroom and bedroom of 
the house, knife, clothes, mobile and laptop recovered from 
the house. On the other hand, the FSL has to submit the 
report of Aftab’s polygraph and narco test, sources say that 
all these reports may come soon.

The narco analysis test of Aaftab Poonawala was conduct-
ed on December 1 at the Baba Saheb Ambedkar Hospital in 
the national capital’s Rohini.

Shraddha Walkar’s father Vikas Walkar, has demanded 
the death penalty for the accused Aaftab Poonawalla and 
also alleged that he faced “many problems” because of the 
Vasai Police.

Vikas alleged that if the Vasai Police had helped him, 
“Shraddha would have been alive”.

However, he added that Delhi Police has assured his fam-
ily that they will get justice.

Addressing a joint press conference with BJP leader Kirit 
Somaiya in Mumbai, Vikas said: “...Delhi Police assured us 
that we will get justice. Maharashtra Deputy CM Devendra 
Fadnavis also assured us of the same.”

Delhi airport T3 congestion issue 
temporary: DIAL Deputy MD

Delhi International Airport Limited (DIAL) 
Deputy Managing Director Narayan Rao on 
Thursday said that the number of passengers 
has increased post-COVID which has led to 
overcrowding at the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport.

Rao while addressing the issue of over-
crowding which is leading to inconvenience 
to the passengers, said that the situation 

is “temporary. “The situation is temporary; 
it will be normal soon. The number of pas-
sengers has increased post-Covid. All steps 
including increasing the number of screen-
ing machines have been taken. We are strictly 
working with the government,” Rao said 
while talking to ANI.

DIAL group deputy MD (DIAL) Narayan 
Rao attended the meeting of the department-
related Parliamentary Standing Committee 
on Transport, Tourism, and Culture, includ-
ing aviation members on the behalf of DIAL.
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DAY OF EMERGENCE OF BENGALIS 
AS A NATION OF HEROES16

DECEMBER

December 16, 2023, the 
51st Victory Day of 
Bangladesh, the his-

toric day marking the defeat 
of Pakistani armed forces in 
1971, and independence of 
Bangladesh. The combined 
east and west Pakistani GDP 
of 1970 was around $10 bil-
lion, and today Pakistan 
(west) has a GDP little less 
than $350 billion, 75 years 
after its independence, with 
a population of 230 million 
and a land size of roughly 
8,00,000 sq km. In contrast, 
Bangladesh today, 51 years 
after independence, has a 
GDP of around $465 billion, 
with a population of around 
170 million, and with land 
size of 1,50,000 sq km only. 
Remarkable growth.

Second, with no document-
ed textiles exports of united 
Pakistan in 1970, its eastern 
part, today Bangladesh, is 
the second largest exporter 
of textiles and ready-made 
garments in the world, 
crossing $46 billion in the 
last financial year (2021-22). 
And, this is in a nation where 
most freedom fighters half a 
century ago (Muktijoddha) 

did not have adequate plain 
clothes while fighting for 
independence. Yes, locally 
branded garments exports 
is not even $1 billion till date, 
though there is a remarkable 
domestic growth of gar-
ments brands like Arong, 
Yellow, Seaman, Richmen, 
Lubna, Grameen Check, and 
the like, and Dhakai Jamdani 
saris is a universal favourite. 

Third, there have been 
challenges to democracy 
with military rulers, some 
benevolent some dictatorial, 
capturing power in this half 
century, and with elected 
governments often being 
questioned for the sanctity 
of elections. However, the 
incumbent Prime Minister, 
Sheikh Haseena, of govern-
ing Awami League, has just 
the other day promised the 
nation that the next general 
elections shall be conduct-
ed, and in all fairness, in the 
first week of January, 2024. 
The main opposition party, 
Bangladesh National Party 
(BNP), has started organis-
ing mass meetings to gal-
vanise its cadre as well. We 
can reasonably hope that the 
elections shall be held punc-
tually and fairly. 

Fourth, the educational 
network in Bangladesh has 
grown to 24,000   schools 
and junior colleges till High-
er Secondary level, and 164 
universities of which 106 
are private ones bringing in 
reasonably a large amount 

of private investments in 
higher education. With 
literacy exceeding 78 per 
cent of the population, with 
male-female literacy rate 
being almost same, and 2.4 
million children enrolled 
in schools and 4.6 lakh in 

higher education, annual 
public education budget of 
the nation being almost $8 
billion. The latest feather in 
the cap is the new “blended 
education” system of the 
government, which looks at 
no-tech, low-tech and high-

tech, all forms of education 
blending the physical and 
the distant (through inter-
net, television, radio) at all 
levels of education. 

Fifth, led by Grameen 
Bank, BRAC, ASA and 
TMSS, Bangladesh has 

seen a revolution of sorts in 
micro-finance, which is turn 
has led to the blooming of the 
MSME sector in the country. 
Today more than 7 out of 10 
employees of micro finance 
institutes and micro & small 
enterprises are women, and 
so are in the textiles sector. 
The MSMEs account for 28 
per cent of GDP, 80 per cent 
of industrial jobs, and con-
tributing to the consistent 6 
to 9 per cent growth-rate of 
the economy. 

Sixth, a major area of chal-
lenge is the rapid growth of 
population. While the popu-
lation density of Pakistan is 
287 per square kilometer, it 
is 464 for India, but Bangla-
desh has a high 1,265 people 
per sq km! This leads to im-
mense pressure on land, 
depleting forest cover, qual-
ity of life, quantity and qual-
ity of rivers (many of which 
are drying up), and climate 
change. The best tourism re-
sources of St Martin’s Island, 
Cox’s Bazar, Bandarban, or 
Sylhet areas are in a state 
of excessive over-use. The 
pressure on capital Dhaka, 
with a residential popula-
tion of nearly 30 million and 
another 12 million coming 

in for work every day, are 
mind-blogging leading to 
traffic congestion, and cry-
ing for decentralization of 
power and institutes among 
the 8 divisions of the country 
(soon to be ten). 

Bangladesh is on the cusp 
of a leap forward, having 
already moved from under-
developed to a developing 
nation in the last decade, 
and with promises to be a 
mid-level developed nation 
in the next decade, while 
the current government has 
laid the roadmap for a fully 
developed economy status 
by 2041.

Potentials are there, pro-
vided population spike is 
tamed, and decentralisation 
happens across the nation. 
Half a century later, Bangla-
desh surely is a land of great 
promise, vibrant culture, 
great entrepreneurial spirit, 
with women partnering in 
the economy remarkably. 

The author has been frequently 
travelling to Bangladesh for 
more than a year now as the 
strategic adviser and profes-
sor of the largest private uni-
versity, Daffodil International  
University.

On the cusp of a leap forward
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UJJWAL ANU CHOWDHURY

We have had the good for-
tune of witnessing fifty-one 
victory days. We dissolve in 
a unique sensation of life’s 
joy on this day. I can recall 
the first day of victory. How 
novel and memorable, and 
how desirable that day was! 
It still generates a feeling of 
thrill and excitement. Gen-
eral Manekshaw was urging 
peremptorily: “Put down 
your weapons. We have sur-
rounded you from all sides. 
There is no escape-route”. 

We were listening to ‘Swad-
hin Bangla Betar Kendra’ 
and other radio stations. Our 
expectations had reached 
sky-high. We were waiting 
for that moment with all our 
heart and soul – when would 
the surrender take place? 
It was the morning of 16 
December. Suddenly, there 
were choruses of ‘Joi Bangla’ 
on all four sides. There were 
piercing shouts and euphor-
ic sounds of choruses: ‘Joi 
Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu’. 
The flag of Bangladesh was 
hoisted atop all dwellings. 
I could not believe my own 
eyes. On rushing out of the 
house, I saw long proces-
sions of the masses from 
one end of the highway to 
another that stretched up to 
the alleyways. Everyone had 
a flag in hand. There were 

slogans all over. There were 
none inside the residence on 
the day. People irrespective 
of their age and gender had 
come out. 

The surrender was to take 
place in the afternoon. That 
last and extraordinary act of 
this Great War had to be seen 
with own eyes. One had to 
become a witness of history. 
Would have to see with own 
eyes….the surrender of the 
brutal, barbaric and blood 
thirsty Pakistan army, who 
had dyed their hands with 
the blood of Bangalis during 
nine months of brutal war. 

It was one minute past 
five in the afternoon. The 
surrender document was 
signed at the Ramna Race-
course Ground (at present 
Suhrawardy Udyan) by 
Lieutenant General Jagjit 
Singh Aurora on behalf of 
the Indo-Bangladesh joint 
command and Lieutenant 

General Niazi on behalf of 
the eastern regional com-
mand of the Pakistani forces. 
The victory in the great lib-
eration war was concluded 
through the surrender of the 
invading Pakistani military 
to the allied forces. There 
was no more space to stand 
inside and around the race-
course ground. The voices of 
the masses were raised to the 
highest pitch. Just as there 
were slogans of ‘Joi Bangla, 
Joi Bangabandhu’, similarly 
abusive words were being 
hurled at the defeated en-
emies. 

But above the tidings of joy, 
there was an infinite empti-
ness deep inside everybody’s 
mind. Where was our lead-
ing spirit – the greatest Ban-
gali of all time, the Father of 
the Bangali Nation Bang-
abandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman? He was supposed 
to be here today, but he was 

not present. He was being 
held captive for long nine 
months inside the dark cell 
of a Pakistani prison. How 
was he? When we were en-
grossed in the great euphoria 
of victory, he was counting 
his days at a jail in Mianwali 
of Pakistan after being sen-
tenced to death by hanging. 
His grave was being dug 
beside his cell. He was even 
shown that grave. But he did 
not bow down. 

Bangladeshis should re-
member on this day of vic-
tory how a man of this soil 
who was brought up at Tun-
gipara fought throughout 
his life to rid his birthplace 
and nation of enemies with 
such extraordinary strength, 
sharpness of intellect, and 
iron-like resolve in order to 
free the country from all ex-
ploitations and deprivations. 
We should also remember 
that the Father of the Nation’s 
daughter Honourable Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina has 
been advancing the coun-
try in line with the ideals of 
her father in order to build a 
Golden Bangla of his dreams. 
A developing Bangladesh is 
now set to step on to the lad-
der of a developed nation. 

Shyamoli Nasrin Chowdhury 
is a Bangladeshi educationist. 
Translation: Dr HelalUddin 
Ahmed

INFINITE GLORY OF 16 DECEMBER 
SHYAMOLI NASRIN CHOWDHURY 
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As Bangladesh marks 
51 years of this he-
roic nation’s inde-

pendence, the identity of this 
country is today well-estab-
lished, its red-green flag has 
become a symbol of dignity 
and has caught the imagi-
nation of people around the 
world. The one man who re-
stored our dignity and made 
all this possible is the Father 
of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He 
was the architect, the master-
mind behind the creation of 
Bangladesh. He gave us a self-
identity. Today, Bangladesh, a 
nation of many heroes, is re-
membering Bangabandhu, our 
world-renowned leader, with 
deep respect, absolute compas-
sion and great admiration. We 
believe that had Bangabandhu 

not fallen prey to the bullets 
of the traitors and the enemy 
and had survived, Bangladesh 
by now would have found a 
place among the list of devel-
oped nations of the world. 
It is true that we feel a great 
deal of emptiness in Bangla-
desh without Bangabandhu. 
Physically, he may not be with 
us anymore, but his ideals do 
live in our hearts and guide us.

When we became a part of 
Pakistan after partition of In-
dia in 1947, our experience be-
gan to turn sour. West Pakistan 
did recognize East Pakistan as 
a separate entity, but we were 
oppressed right from the time 
we were born as a state. We 
had initially believed that to-
gether, West and East Pakistan 
would build a prosperous na-
tion by eliminating divisions 
and inequalities among us. But 
our dreams were to be shat-
tered soon, and our struggle 
for mere existence became 
very hard. Even to hold on to 
our mother tongue, Bangla, 
we had to sacrifice our lives. 
The West Pakistanis wanted 
seven and a half crore people 
of East Pakistan to remain 
puppets in their hands. We 
were not ready to be so. West 

Pakistanis thought that they 
could reduce Bangladesh 
to just a geographical entity 
that they could control with 
impunity. The way the dictator 
Yahya Khan neglected seven-
and-a-half crore people of Ban-
gladesh by erecting an invisible 
wall remains a sad and pain-
ful chapter in the pages of our 
history. But the Bangalis are a 
fighting people and their col-
lective voice roared against the 
injustice and oppression. By 
the grace of the Creator, a great 
hero appeared in Bengal on 17 
March 1920. He arrived as the 
ambassador of liberation of the 
Bengali nation against all in-
justice, oppression, torture and 
discrimination. Many leaders 
have shown the dream of inde-
pendence to Bangalees, a na-
tion subjugated for thousands 
of years. They were only able 
to show a dream to the Ban-
galee nation, but they could 
not free it from the shackles 
of subjugation. It was only 
Bangabandhu who was able 
to unite the nation step by step, 
singing with them the song of 
independence. From the time 
the dictators of West Pakistan 
conspired to make Urdu the 
state language of Bengal, Bang-
abandhu was convinced that 
West Pakistan would never 
provide shelter for the seven-
and-a-half crore people of Ban-
gladesh. It would only exploit 
the Bangalees.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman was then the 
leader of Awami League, one 
of the political parties of the 
subcontinent. In the elections 

held for both West and East 
Pakistan in 1954, the Awami 
League won the majority of the 
seats. And the main leader of 
that Awami League was none 
other than Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Despite Awami League’s ma-
jority in 1954, the ruling class 
of West Pakistan conspired 
and left no stone unturned 
to colonize East Pakistan. 
Bangabandhu’s courageous 
voice rose against this con-
spiracy and intrigue of West 
Pakistan. Bangabandhu began 
his struggle for liberation. He 
also managed to give an impe-
tus to the Bangladesh Chhatra 
League.

In 1966, Bangabandhu de-
clared six points as the Char-
ter of Liberation of the Nation. 
In these 6 points there was 
a clear direction of indepen-
dence of the Bengali nation. 
One of the six points that gave 
hope to the Bangalee nation 
was the demand for the imple-
mentation of a non-discrim-
inatory policy between the 
people of East Pakistan and 
West Pakistan in all areas. The 
Bangalee nation was ready to 
give its life for this cause. The 
barbaric ruling class could not 
suppress Bangabandhu even 
after sending him to jail time 
and time again.

In 1969, a strong student 
movement took place against 
the controversial West Paki-
stani military rulers Ayub and 
Yahya. When Tofail Ahmed 
emerged as the successful 
hero of the student uprising, 
Bangabandhu’s political power 

was proved again. Constituent 
Assembly elections were held 
in Pakistan in 1970. Although 
the Awami League, under the 
leadership of Bangabandhu, 
got an absolute majority, the 
winning members were not al-
lowed to sit in the National As-
sembly and the Awami League 
failed to form a Government.

This incident led to the final 
preparation for independence. 
On 7 March 1971, the historic 
public meeting of Bangaband-
hu took place at the then Race 
Course Maidan in the historic 
Suhrawardy Udyan in Dhaka. 
Apart from the capital Dhaka, 
lakhs of people of all walks 
from across East Pakistan 
flocked to this public meet-
ing. The curiosity of millions 
of people just kept growing 
about this poet of politics. 
What would the poet say? 
The world famous leader then 
gazed long at the crowd. The 
undisputed leader of Bengal 
went on to resolutely declare in 
his speech, “The struggle this 
time is a struggle for emancipa-
tion, the struggle this time is 
a struggle for independence.” 
Seven and a half crore people 
of Bengal responded to Bang-
abandhu’s call. The final battle 
for independence had begun.

Bengal gained victory on 16 
December 1971 after a long 
and bloody struggle of nine 
months. Our freedom was 
gained in exchange for the 
blood of three million martyrs. 
Two hundred thousand moth-
ers and sisters had to horrifi-
cally lose their dignity so that 
we could get the red-green flag 

of independence. The Father of 
the Nation was taken away to 
a dark prison in East Pakistan 
during the War of Liberation. 
Relying on Bangabandhu’s 
leadership at the time, the in-
terim government was formed 
in Mujib Nagar. It was led by 
the late Syed Nazrul Islam, 
a worthy follower of Bang-
abandhu, Tajuddin Ahmed 
and other senior leaders of 
the Awami League.

The Great Shepherd of his 
countrymen was betrayed 
on 15 August 1975. The cabal 
that carried out his assassi-
nation and that of his family 
that mournful day betrayed 
not just Bangabandhu but 
an entire new-born nation. 
Sheikh Hasina, the deserv-
ing daughter of Bangabandhu, 
saved the nation from the un-
certain journey that started 
in Bangladesh 21 years after 
the assassination of Bang-
abandhu. Sheikh Hasina 
succeeded in fulfilling the 
dream of Bangabandhu as our 
Father of the Nation gave an 
ideal education to his children. 
The enviable rise of Bangla-
desh in South Asia and in the 
world today is only due to the 
visionary leadership of Sheikh 
Hasina, Bangabandhu’s 
blood successor. In 51 years 
of independence, only one 
leader is remembered today. 
He is none other than Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, the father 
of the greatest Bengali nation 
of all time.
The author is Minister-Press in 
the High Commission of Bangla-
desh, New Delhi.

Bangabandhu’s ideals will 
keep guiding Bangladesh
Father of the Nation ‘Bangabandhu’ Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the architect, the 
mastermind, behind the creation of Bangladesh. He gave Bangladesh a self-identity.

MUTUAL COOPERATION

ON VIJAY DIWAS

The recent terror attacks at various places in Af-
ghanistan are enough evidence to back the conclu-
sion that terrorists are growing in strength in the 
Taliban-ruled country. And, this is bad news not 
only for the region, but for the entire world. The 
situation in Afghanistan has certainly heightened 
security concerns not only in India, but in every 
single country of the world.

At a meeting with his Central Asian counter-
parts last week, National Security Advisor (NSA) 
Ajit Doval flagged the persistence of terrorist net-
works in Afghanistan, expressing concern about 
existence of terror outfits operating from the soil 
of Kabul. India’s Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations, Ruchira Kamboj has, on many oc-
casions, drawn world’s attention to deteriorating 
situation in Afghanistan, with the Taliban rulers 
having miserably failed to curb the menace of ter-
rorism. 

What is happening in Afghanistan is not some-
thing that is a cause of concern for India alone, as 
it must be taken seriously by the entire global com-
munity as well. This is what top Indian diplomats 
and security officials have been trying to impress 
upon the world. This is exactly what NSA Doval 
told his Central Asian counterparts at a meet in 
New Delhi last week. “Afghanistan is an important 
issue concerning us all.” This is how Doval gave a 
message that the entire international community 
must look into the situation which is a worrying 
sign for regional and global security. What is clear 
is that terrorist activities have once again increased 
significantly in Afghanistan which is being used to 
fund, plan and organise such activities.

India has from time to time highlighted the threat 
to regional peace posed by terror groups operat-
ing from Afghanistan. The recent attacks actually 
confirmed the worst fears that India’s top envoy 
Ruchira Kamboj at the UN once highlighted in 
the recent past. She shared with the international 
community the information that terror outifts like 
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed 
(JeM) and Islamic State are growing in strength in 
Afghanistan. She had called for stronger action by 
the Taliban regime to deliver on counter-terrorism 
commitments. Highlighting these concerns, New 
Delhi always sought world focus on the deterio-
rating security situation in Afghanistan. Did the 
world community take it seriously despite the cau-
tion being sounded by India? Was there any ac-
tion on the part of top world major powers in this 
regard? The answer is negative. There has been 
no visible action by the world powers to step up 
pressure on the Taliban to fulfil counter-terrorism 
commitments.

What is lamentable is that the major global pow-
ers still continue to classify terrorists as good and 
bad. This is the reason why India has conveyed 
to the 15-member United Nations Security Coun-
cil (UNSC) that the era of classifying terrorists 
as “good” or “bad” must end. The concept note 
that India circulated ahead of two major events 
chaired by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
at UNSC on 14-15 December, was, in fact, aimed 
at making the global community realise that its 
efforts in combating terrorism leave a lot to be 
desired. 

“Terrorism in all its forms and manifestations 
must be condemned. There cannot be an excep-
tion or justification for any act of terrorism, re-
gardless of its motivation and wherever, when-
ever and by whosoever committed. The era of 
classifying terrorists as ‘bad’, ‘not so bad’ or ‘good’ 
on the basis of political convenience must end im-
mediately.”

These remarks made in the concept note are 
enough for the global community to realise its 
mistake. The world community must understand 
that the existing and emerging threats call for a 
renewed collective approach to terrorism. Obvi-
ously, the terror attacks across the world in the 
past highlight that the threat of terrorism is uni-
versal. What the world cannot shut eyes to is the 
fact that terrorism in one part of the world seri-
ously impacts peace and security in other parts 
of the globe.

So, with this in mind, the international commu-
nity needs to examine as to why the Islamist re-
gime in Kabul has been unable to crack down on 
multiple terror groups from Afghan soil. Are they 
incapable of taking an action, or are they unwill-
ing to do so? The US, the UK, Germany, France, 
Russia and other powerful countries must hold 
the Taliban accountable for growing threat of 
terrorism once again in Afghanistan. The global 
community must mount pressure on the rulers 
of Afghanistan so that the menace of terror could 
be contained and curbed before Kabul becomes a 
terror hub once again.

T. Brajesh

PERSPECTIVE
TROUBLE FROM KABUL

RESURGENT 
TERRORIST THREAT 
IN AFGHANISTAN  
IS A MATTER OF  
DEEP CONCERN

India holds a unique distinction 
in the history of the liberation 
of Bangladesh. The landmark 
victory day of 16 December 1971 
had witnessed unprecedent-
ed surrender of Pak military 
commander Lt. Gen. A.A.K. 
Niazi along with more than 
90000 armed forces person-
nel following decisive victory 
of the Indian armed forces and 
Mukti Bahini of Bangladesh. 
The people of Bangladesh 
(erstwhile East Pakistan) had 
continuously faced huge dis-
crimination imposed by the 
civil and military establishment 
since the creation of Pakistan in 
1947. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
was denied Prime Ministership 
of the country despite gaining 
clear mandate in the general 
elections held in 1970. Con-
sequences to the nationwide 
protest, Sheikh Mujib was ar-
rested and as brutal revenge, 
Pakistan army had launched  
a massive genocide in East 
Pakistan which had resulted 
in surge of more than 10 million 
refugees into India. Following 
turmoil, Bangladesh declared 
its independence on 26 March 
1971. The very first government 
was headed by Sheikh Mujib 

in exile. Since then, India has 
been pivotal to support, pro-
mote and develop Bangladesh 
as a nation till date. However, 
there has been significant shift 
in the policies of Bangladesh at 
numerous occasions from pro-
India to China and fundamen-
talist Islamic country-centric 
policies during the regimen of 
right wing activist and Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party under 
the leadership of Lt. General 
Ziaur Rahman in 1977-81 and 
Khaleda Zia in 1991 to 1996 
and again from 2001 to 2006. 
Sheikh Mujib’s Awami League 
party under the leadership of 
Sheikh Hasina has been con-
sentient towards India-centric 
policies in her both tenures of 
inclusive first term from June 
1996 to July 2001 and during 
current regimen since 2009. 
However, the recent past has 
witnessed a paradigm shift in 
the policies of Bangladesh to fol-
low balancing act between In-
dia and China. Bangladesh and 
India are common members 
of SAARC, Commonwealth, 
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initia-
tive for Multi-Sectoral Techni-
cal and Economic Cooperation) 
and, IORA (Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA) and other 
regional groups of common 
interest. 

The present regimes in both 
the countries are commit-
ted  to handle long standing 
bilateral issues with sincere 
aim to strengthen relations. 
Both the countries had inked 
historic Ganges water sharing 
treaty. Boundary dispute linked 

with Teen Bigha Corridor has 
been resolved in 2011 by the 
exchange of land enclaves and 
population engaged in over 
24000 acres that had pawed 
way for the better harmony and 
mutual understanding among 
both the countries. India and 
Bangladesh have granted mu-
tual and special status to each 
other in various common areas 
of interest including trade, en-
ergy, transportation, industries, 
infrastructure development 
and cultural activities.

India had extended US$ 750 
million loan in 2011 and another 
financial loan of US$ 1 billion in 
2014, the largest ever financial 
soft loan by India to any other 
country to boost infrastructure 
development. Indo-Bangladesh 
trade has attained more than 
US$ 11 billion with substantial 
growth in recent past. Both na-
tions signed an agreement of 
sharing land and water routes 
for transportation of goods to 
the third country. Under this 
provision, Indian shipments 
can go to Myanmar through 
Bangladesh. In turn, Bangla-
desh will be able to transport 
goods to Nepal through India. 
In a landmark decision, India 
and Bangladesh have devel-
oped a framework to share 
and exchange natural water 
resources of six rivers from 
West Bengal, Tripura and 
Dharla river from Bangladesh. 

India had supported vaccina-
tion drive in Bangladesh during 
Covid pandemic whereas Ban-
gladesh had provided equip-
ment, PPE kits and Remdesivir 

as a goodwill gesture. Despite 
significant enhancement in 
diplomatic relations, China 
has adopted policy to engage 
Bangladesh in a very system-
atic way to influence its policy 
inclined towards their strategic 
gains by enhancing trade, re-
vival of Maritime Silk route and 
One Belt one Road infrastruc-
ture growth in Bangladesh. At 
present, China has investments 
of more than US$ 1.20 billion. 
China has developed strong 
military ties with Bangladesh 
in recent past especially dur-
ing BNP regimen before the 
present government came 
into the power. Bangladesh is 
the second largest importer of 
weaponries from China after 
Pakistan.

Despite dependence on China 
for its military needs, Bangla-
desh is inclined to strengthen 
military cooperation, enhance 
SAARC and military medical 
diplomacy with India. India ex-
tended military training health 
and medical education facilities 
to the Bangladesh Army. A joint 
military exercise Sampriti-II 
was conducted in 2011 in Ban-
gladesh. India should extend 
facilities of defence production, 
missile, warships and space 
technology to Bangladesh in 
future. Both countries have ini-
tiated Maritime Security Part-
nerships by a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) pertains 
to the establishment of a Coastal 
Surveillance Radar System in 
Chiitagong and Mongla Ports in 
Bangladesh . Communication 
network of India will provide 

excellent meteorological navi-
gation and cyber connectivity to 
the Bangladesh .Hence a robust 
system of bilateral military co-
operation will lead to establish 
repo in logistics, intelligence, 
training, surveillance and space 
technology between both the 
countries. Terror and illegal 
migration of Rohingya Mus-
lims from Bangladesh through 
porous borders is a highly 
problematic issue and real 
threat to India. Bangladesh has 
emerged as a hub of converging 
for various international ter-
ror outfits including ISIS-K, Al 
Qaeda, Lashkar-e-Tayyaba and 
shelter for many others out-
fits in the region. Anti-Indian 
agencies like ISI and Chinese 
outfits are engaged in stealth 
operation against India from 
Bangladesh. A nexus has been 
developed between external 
and internal terror organiza-
tion like Jamaat-e-Mujahideen 
Bangladesh (JMB) which is 
not good for both the coun-
tries. Therefore a meticulous 
strategy and mechanism has 
to be developed between two 
countries so as to strengthen 
coordination to combat against 
terror outfits, drugs and arms 
trafficking and other illegal ac-
tivities. Though Bangladesh is 
maintaining tactical diplomacy 
to balance India and China, the 
strategic location of Bangladesh 
in the Indian subcontinent 
where it can play highly vital 
player in the region of bay of 
Bengal in the south and crucial 
triangle of Nepal Bhutan and 
corridor to the North eastern 

states in either way to counter 
or support Chinese objectives 
to get close access to influence 
India and  Bhutan or to  disrupt 
connectivity, attain dominance 
in the Bay of Bengal by constant 
surveillance and communica-
tion interceptive actions against 
Indian Missile and space sat-
ellite launching station lo-
cated in Odisha. Bangladesh 
may provide vital support to 
China to have direct watch on 
Andaman-Nikobar Iceland so 
as to weaken Indian influence 
in the Indo-Pacific region. This 
unique geographical location of 
Bangladesh obviously infuses 
tremendous enthusiasm and 
keen interest to achieve stra-
tegic maritime and territorial 
dominance among global su-
perpowers, including Japan, 
USA and China in this region.

Bangladesh needs full sup-
port of India for its growth, 
geopolitical security and sta-
bility, whereas India needs 
harmony with Bangladesh 
and other neighbor countries 
to protect its strategic, eco-
nomic and territorial interest 
against growing intentions of 
China. Hence, border security 
management and to promote 
blue Economy in the domain 
of Bay of Bengal is very crucial 
and significant for peace and 
territorial tranquility in entire 
south east Asia.
Major General J.K.S. Parihar, 
Sena Medal, Bar to Vishisht Seva 
Medal (Retd), is former Additional 
Director General, AFMS, and an
expert on defence and international 
strategic affairs.

Despite many challenges, India-Bangladesh 
ties have flourished in the past 50 years

opinion
SHABAN MAHMUD
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The Supreme Court in 
the case A. P. Selvi 
vs State Represent-

ed by Inspector of Police 
and Ors observed and has 
issued a notice on a plea 
challenging the order of the 
Madras High Court which 
granted bail to 5 accused 
persons in the suicide case 
of Kallakuruchi student.

The bench comprising of 
Justice B. R. Gavai and Jus-
tice Vikram Nath observed 
and has sought response 
on the petition filed by the 
mother of the victim. 

However, it has been con-
tended by the petitioner in 
the plea that the impugned 
judgment is against the ba-
sic principles of bail juris-
prudence. The petitioner 
also stated that the High 
Court “erred in giving of 
the findings on the merits 
of the case which comes in 
the way of fair trial and dis-
pensation of justice.”

It is stated by the peti-
tioner in the plea that the 
High Court had passed the 
judgment in the manner as 
if it was seized of the ap-
pellate proceedings which 
is pertaining to the acquit-
tal of the accused. Further, 
the petition pointed out 
that, the High Court also 
went on observing that the 

offence of 305 of Indian 
Penal Code, 1860 is not at 
all attracted against the 
respondents or accused 
person in Paragraph 16 of 
the impugned judgment 
which clearly passed the 
judgment in the nature of 
acquittal than merely giv-
ing a bail order.

In the plea the petitioner 
submitted that the accused 
are influential people and 
can affect the investiga-
tion and cam also pose 

a threat to the family of  
the petitioner.

Further, the petitioner 
contended that one of the 
accused has criminal an-
tecedent which the court 
has not considered and an 
application filed by another 
accused, wherein bail was 
granted on an oral prayer 
which is being made and is 
unjust and arbitrary exer-
cise of power.

Therefore, the petitioner 
prayed to allow his peti-

tion and to set aside the im-
pugned order passed by the 
High Court of Madras.

In the present case, the 
alleged suicide of the 
Class 12th student had 
led to a public outcry 
and widespread protest  
in Tamil Nadu.

The counsel appearing 
for the petitioner are Senior 
Advocate Siddharth Luth-
ra assisted by AOR Rahul 
Shyam Bhandari and Ad-
vocate G Priyadarshini.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: NOTICE ISSUED 
ON MOTHER’S PLEA CHALLENGING 
BAIL GRANTED TO ACCUSED; 
KALLAKURICHI STUDENT SUICIDE 
TDG NETWORK The Supreme Court in the 

case National Federation of 
Societies for Fast Justice And 
Anr. v. UoI And Ors, wherein 
the division bench of the Su-
preme Court comprising of 
Justice S. Abdul Nazeer and 
Justice Hima Kohli observed 
and has ordered that all the 
State Governments and High 
Courts in the country to file 
status reports or reply with-
in the period of 8 weeks in a 
petition seeking establish-
ment of “Gram Nyayalayas” 
as per the Gram Nyayalayas 
Act 2008 in the States across 
the country.

The Court during the last 
hearing had impleaded all 

the High Courts and the 
State governments in the 
country, wherein it was 
noted by the court that their 
presence was necessary for 
adjudicating the matter.

The counsel, Advocate 
Prashant Bhushan appear-
ing for the petitioner submit-
ted before the court that “in 
their reply, it has been sub-
mitted by some of the States 
that they are having an alter-
native system or mechanism. 
Therefore, but the law takes 
care of that because it uses 
the term ‘Notwithstanding, 
any other system in place.’ 
The law only excludes a few 
areas such as the North-East 
and the tribal areas.

In the present case, the 

bench was hearing a Public 
Interest Litigation filed by 
National Federation of Soci-
eties for Fast Justice wherein 
seeking the implementation 
of the Gram Nyayalayas 
Act. The counsel, Advocate 
Prashant Bhushan, appear-
ing for the petitioner, had 
submitted that though the 
Act was being passed almost 
14 years ago, thus, many 
States have not even estab-
lished even a single Gram 
Nyayalayas.

Further, It has been in-
formed by the Bhushan to 
the bench that the Union 
Government has taken a 
stand that the establishment 
of Gram Nyayalayas by the 
States as it is not mandatory 

as the Act uses the word 
“may” instead of using the 
word “shall”. It was also ar-
gued by him that the Court 
has interpreted “may” to 
mean “shall” in certain situ-
ations. Adding to it, Bhushan 
argued that since the access 
to justice being a fundamen-
tal right, “may” should be 
interpreted as “shall” in the 
context of Gram Nyayalayas.

It has then decided be de-
cided by the bench to add 
High Courts as parties in 
the case. It has also been 
observed by the bench that 
it will direct States like UP, 
which have established the 
village courts for filing an af-
fidavit wherein sharing their 
experiences.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Seeking Status 
Report Exam From States 
& HCs On Establishment Of 
Gram Nyayalayas 
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in 
the case Abdul Raheman 
Dhantiya @ Kankatto @
Jamburo vs State of Gujarat 
observed and has granted 
bail to a convict named Fa-
rook who is sentenced to 
life in the Godhra carnage 
case, while considering the 
fact that the convict has 
undergone 17 years sen-
tence and that his role was 
of stone-pelting at the train.

The bench comprising 
of Chief Justice of India 
DY Chandrachud and 
Justice PS Narasimha ob-
served and has passed 
an order in an interlocu-
tory application file by him 
which is pending in the  
Supreme Court.

However,  the bench 
headed by CJI DY Chan-
drachud narrated the bail 
order and stated, while 
considering the facts and 
circumstances of the case, 
the bail application made 
by Faruk, accused no. 4, 
is granted. Thus, the ap-
plicant is convicted of the 
offences punishable under 
Section 302 of the Indian 
Penal Code, 1860 and the 
same is sentenced to suf-
fer imprisonment for life. 
On October 9, 2017, his ap-
peal was dismissed by the 
High Court. Further, the 
applicant has sought bail 
on the ground that since 
2004 he has been in cus-
tody and has undergone 
imprisonment for about 17 
years. In the view of this 

court the role attributed 
to the applicant, the court 
directed that the applicant 
to be granted bail subject to 
such terms and conditions 
as may be imposed by the  
Sessions Court.

Tushar Menta, the Solici-
tor General of India appear-
ing for the State of Gujarat 
informed the bench that the 
case was not “mere stone-
pelting” by the convicts, as 
the acts of the convicts have 
prevented people from es-
caping the burning train 
coach.

It has been stated by 
him, he also instigated 
the others, pelted stones 
and injured the passen-
gers as under the normal 
circumstances, pelting of 

stones may be a less grave 
of an offence. But this being  
different.

It has also been sought 
by SG Mehta for final  
hearing in the cases.
Adding to it, he stated that 

this being one of the most 
heinous offences. 59 peo-
ples are being burnt alive by 
halting of the door of bogey. 
Thus, the matter is being 
ripe for final hearing. How-
ever, now your lordships 
are having special benches 
for timed hearings as well. 
The same can be listed as  
one of the matters.

The bench headed by CJI 
Chandrachud stated that, 
you can do, Mr. SG, you can 
also ask your junior to pre-
pare a little statement of the 

appeals of the groups and 
should be give to the reg-
istrar, Mr Puneet Sehgal. I 
will be examining it and 
will place it appropriately.

In the present case, the 
court has granted interim 
bail on 13.05.2022 to one 
of the convicts, Abdul 
Raheman Dhantiya @ 
Kankatto @Jamburo, for 
six months on the ground 
that his wife was suffering 
from terminal cancer and 
that his daughters were 
mentally being challenged. 
Therefore, the court ha sex-
tended his bail on 11.11.2022 
to 31.03.2023.

On February 27, 2002, the 
crime took place wherein 
resulting in the killing of 
58 persons in a fire inside 

the S-6 coach of Sabarmati 
express which was carrying 
kar sevaks from Ayodhya. 
Further, the Godhra car-
nage triggered communal 
 riots in Gujarat.

Therefore, the Trial Court 
had convicted 31 persons, of 
whom 11 were sentenced to 
death and the remaining 20 
were awarded life in prison. 
63 other accused were ac-
quitted in March 2011. The 
Gujarat High Court com-
muted the death sentence 
of 11 persons to life-term 
and upheld the life sentence 
which is being awarded to 
the other 20 in 2017. How-
ever, the appeals which 
are filed by the convicts 
since 2018 in the Supreme  
Court are pending.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Bail Granted To A 
Life Convict In Godhra Train Burning 
Case, Considering Completion Of 17 Yrs 
Sentence And Role In Crime 
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Kalicharan vs State of 
Uttar Pradesh observed while 
questioning an accused under 
Section 313 Code of Criminal 
Procedure, he must be ex-
plained the circumstances 
which are appearing in the 
evidence against him.

The bench comprising of 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul 
and Justice Abhay S. Oka ob-
served and has stated that if 
the accused is not explained 
the important circumstances 
appearing against him in the 
evidence on which his convic-
tion being sought to be based, 
thus, the accused will not be 
in a position for explaining 
the said circumstances which 
are brought on record against 
him as he will not be able to 
properly defend himself.

However, the court observed 
in an appeal filed by murder 
accused, wherein the ac-
cused contended that there 
being an omission to frame a 
proper charge in accordance 
with Section 213 of CrPC, and 
there being a failure of the 
Trial Judge to put material 
circumstances brought on re-
cord in the prosecution evi-
dence to the accused in their 
statements under Section 313 
of Criminal Procedure Code.

It has been noted by the 
bench that in this case the evi-
dence is being that the murder 
of the deceased is committed 
by the accused by using sharp 
weapons in their hand, but no 
charges are framed against 
them alleging that they mur-
dered him. The court stated 
that it was necessary to frame 
a charge in terms of Section 

213 by stating the manner 
of committing the offence of 
murder by accused.

Adding to it, the bench stated 
that when the court of appeal 
is being called upon for de-
ciding whether any failure of 
justice has been occasioned 
due to omission to frame a 
charge or error in the charge, 
the court is duly being bound 
to examine the entire record of 
the trial including all exhibit-
ed documents, the statements 
and the depositions of the ac-
cused recorded under Section 
313 of the CrPC.

It has been stated by the 
bench that questioning an ac-
cused under Section 313 CrPC 
is not an empty formality. 
Therefore, the requirement 
of Section 313 CrPC is that the 
accused must be explained 
the circumstances appear-
ing in the evidence against 
him so that accused can of-
fer an explanation. After an 
accused is being questioned 

under Section 313 CrPC, he 
is being entitled for taking 
up the call on the question for 
examining defence witnesses 
and leading other evidence. If 
the important circumstanc-
es are not being explained 
to the accused appearing 
against him in the evidence 
on which his conviction is 
sought to be based, the ac-
cused will not be in a position 
to explain the said circum-
stances which are brought on  
record against him.

The court observed and has 
stated that by reason of omis-
sion to frame a proper charge 
in terms of Section 213 of 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 
and by reason of not putting 
important circumstances 
appearing in the evidence in 
the statement under Section 
313 caused serious prejudice 
 to the accused.

Accordingly, the court al-
lowed the appeal and has ac-
quitted the accused.

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: SECTION 313 
CRPC NOT EMPTY FORMALITY, 
CIRCUMSTANCES MUST BE 
EXPLAINED TO ACCUSED
TDG NETWORK 
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Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) Science 
& Technology; Minister of 
State (Independent Charge) 
Earth Sciences; MoS PMO, 
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Pensions, Atomic 
Energy and Space, Dr Ji-
tendra Singh today said, 
ISRO through its com-
mercial arms has success-
fully launched 177 foreign 
satellites belonging to 19 
countries during the last 
five years.

In a written reply to 
a question in the Rajya 
Sabha, Dr Jitendra Singh 
said, from January 2018 to 
November 2022, ISRO has 
successfully launched 177 
foreign satellites belonging 
to countries like Australia, 
Brazil, Canada, Colombia, 
Finland, France, Israel, It-
aly, Japan, Lithuania, Lux-
embourg, Malaysia, Neth-
erlands, Republic of Korea, 
Singapore, Spain, Switzer-
land, United Kingdom and 
USA, on-board PSLV and 
GSLV-MkIII launchers un-
der commercial agreement. 

Dr Jitendra Singh in-
formed that Forex gener-
ated through launching of 
these 177 foreign satellites 
from January 2018 to No-
vember 2022 is approxi-
mately 94 million USD and 
46 million Euro.

On the subject of Space 

Reforms, Dr Jitendra 
Singh said, far-reaching 
reforms in the sector were 
announced in June 2020, 
with an intent to enhance 
participation of Non-Gov-

ernment Entities [NGEs] 
in the sector and bring in 
a commerce-oriented ap-
proach to space activities 

– all steps towards enhanc-
ing the nation’s share in the 

global space economy.
The result of these re-

forms was reflected with 
the heaviest commercial 
launch by India in the 
form of LVM3, carrying 36 

Oneweb satellites and the 
recent suborbital launch 
by an Indian Private entity 

– M/s Skyroot Aerospace – 
which was the first such 
instance.

Moreover, the creation of 
IN-SPACe as a single-win-
dow agency for the promo-
tion and handholding of 
Non-Government Entities 
in conducting end-to-end 

space activities has resulted 
in a remarkable interest in 
the Start-up community, 
with 111 space-startups reg-
istered, as on date, on the 
IN-SPACe digital platform.

Over the last five years, 
Government has taken 
several steps to strengthen 
space program and take 
it to greater heights. Sig-
nificant progress has been 
made in the development 
and realization of space 
systems catering to earth 
observation, satellite com-
munication and space 
science. Multiple success-
ful flights of operational 
launch vehicles, along with 
development, realization 
and testing of major tech-
nology elements of future 
launch vehicles, was seen 
during this period.

AEROSPACE

ISRO through its commercial arms has 
successfully launched 177 foreign satellites 
belonging to 19 countries during the last 
five years: Dr. Jitendra Singh 

India’s trade exhibited 
an impressive perfor-
mance with India’s 

overall export (Merchan-
dise and Services com-
bined) of USD 58.22 Billion 
in November2022. The ex-
ports exhibited a positive 
growth of 10.97 per cent 
over the same period last 
year. Overall import in No-
vember2022* is estimated 
to be USD 69.33 Billion, ex-
hibiting a positive growth of 
5.60 per cent over the same 
period last year.

India’s overall exports 
(Merchandise and Services 
combined) in April-Novem-
ber 2022 is estimated to ex-
hibit a positive growth of 
17.72 per cent over the same 
period last year. As India’s 
domestic demand has re-
mained steady amidst the 
global slump, overall im-
ports in April-November 
2022 is estimated to ex-
hibit a growth of 29.47 per 
cent over the same period 
 last year.

ANALYSIS

INDIA’S FOREIGN TRADE: NOVEMBER 2022
TDG NETWORK 

  Forex generated 
through launching of 
these 177 foreign satel-
lites from January 2018 
to November 2022 is ap-
proximately 94 million 
USD and 46 million 
Euro

  Creation of IN-SPACe 
as a single-window 
agency for the promo-
tion and handholding 
of Non-Government 
Entities has resulted in 
a remarkable interest in 
the Start-up community, 
with 111 space-startups 
registered, as on date, 
on the IN-SPACe digital 
platform: Dr Jitendra 
Singh

   AMerchandise exports for the period April-No-
vember 2022 were USD 295.26 Billion as against 
USD 265.77 Billion during the period April-No-
vember 2021.

  Merchandise imports for the period April-No-
vember 2022 were USD 493.61 Billion as against 
USD 381.17 Billion during the period April-No-
vember 2021.

  The merchandise trade deficit for April-Novem-
ber 2022 was estimated at USD 198.35 Billion as 
against USD 115.39 Billion in April-November 2021.

TMERCHANDISE 
TRADE

Merchandise exports 
in November2022 were 
USD 31.99 Bil l ion, 
as compared to USD 
31.80 Billion in Novem-
ber2021.
Merchandise imports 
i n  Nove m b e r 2 0 2 2 
were USD 55.88Billion, 
as compared to USD 
53.03 Billion in Novem-
ber2021.

   India’s overall exports (Merchandise and Services combined) in April-November2022* 
are estimated to be USD 499.67 Billion. Overall imports in April-November 2022* are 

* Note: The latest data for services sector released by RBI is for October 2022. The data for November2022 is an estimation, 
which will be revised based on RBI’s subsequent release. (ii) Data for April-November2021 and April-June 2022has been 
revised on pro-ratabasis using quarterly balance of payments data.

OVERALL TRADE DURING NOVEMBER 2022 

 TRADE DURING APRIL-NOVEMBER 2022 

Merchandise Trade during November 2022

TDG NETWORK 
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TOP OF THE DAY

IRAN OUSTED 
FROM UN 
WOMEN’S 
COMMISSION 
NEW YORK: Iran was 
ousted from the United 
Nations Commission on 
the Status of Women on 
Wednesday evening in 
the wake of the Mahsa 
Amini protest. In a vote of 
29-8, some 16 countries, 
including India, abstained 
from the vote. The eight 
nations who voted against 
were Nicaragua, Nigeria, 
Oman, Bolivia, China, 
Kazakhstan, Russia and 
Zimbabwe. The UN Eco-
nomic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) adopted a 
resolution to “remove 
with immediate effect the 
Islamic Republic of Iran 
from the Commission on 
the Status of Women for 
the remainder of its 2022-
2026 term.” The decision 
comes as Iranians con-
tinue to protest through-
out the country for the 
12th week, The Jerusa-
lem Post reported. The 
protests were sparked 
after the death of Mahsa 
Amini in September.

FANS MOURN  
AS STEPHEN  
BOSS DIES  
BY ‘SUICIDE’
LOS ANGELES: It’s a 
devastating day for fans 
of ‘The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show’, as one of its 
integral characters has 
recently passed away. 
Stephen Boss, better 
known as ‘tWitch’ from 
the popular American 
talk show hosted by Ellen 
DeGeneres, died by sui-
cide as per a report by the 
US-based entertainment 
portal, People. Ellen took 
to Instagram to share 
her heartbreak about the 
tragic situation, by shar-
ing a picture of herself 
hugging the hip-hop 
dancer and DJ. He rose 
to fame from the MTV’s 

‘The Wade Robson Project’ 
and became a runner-up 
in ‘Star Search’. He also 
participated in the dance 
reality show, ‘So You 
Think You Can Dance’ in 
2008. In 2014, he joined 
Ellen’s talk-show as 
a guest DJ, gradually 
becoming a permanent 
part of the show and 
becoming a co-executive 
producer in 2020, as per 
People. 

NEPAL SET TO 
FORM NEW GOVT
KATHMANDU: Nepal 
is all set to form a new 
government as the 
Election Commission 
submitted the final report 
to President Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari on Thursday. 
However, the formation 
of the new government 
will take a few weeks and 
can be formed in 2023. A 
delegation from the Elec-
tion Commission earlier 
on Thursday morning had 
reached the office of the 
President and submit-
ted the report to Presi-
dent Bhandari. “We are 
preparing to submit the 
report to the President 
at 10 AM,” Chief Election 
Commissioner Dinesh 
Kumar Thapaliya said 
on Wednesday evening. 
Upon receiving the final 
report, the President will 
then call for the forma-
tion of a new government 
which is expected due by 
evening. On 14 December, 
Election Commission 
published the final result 
of the parliamentary elec-
tions held on November 
20 this year.

RISING TENSIONS

China recalls six diplomats after 
UK demands to drop immunity
TDG NETWORK
LONDON

Chinese authorities have 
recalled six diplomats from 
the UK after the Foreign Of-
fice demanded that they be 
stripped of their diplomatic 
immunity for questioning 
by police in connection with 
the violent incident at the 
Chinese Consulate General 
in Manchester.

“The violence at China’s 
consulate in Manchester 
was unacceptable. 6 Chi-
nese consulate officials, 
including the Consul Gen-
eral, are being removed 
from the UK following the 
disgraceful incident in Oc-
tober,” UK Foreign Secre-
tary James Cleverly said in 
a video posted on his Twit-
ter on Wednesday. 

On October 16, a group of 
people reportedly dragged 
a Hong Kong protester into 
the premises of the Chinese 

Consulate in Manchester 
and beat him up. The man 
was hospitalized with inju-
ries, including cuts below 
his eye.

The UK Foreign Ministry 
later demanded that diplo-
matic immunity be lifted 
from six Chinese officials 
for the interrogation.

Meanwhile, the Chinese 
embassy in the UK said 
that the Consul General of 
China in Manchester had 
completed his term of of-
fice within the normal ro-
tation of consular staff.

“The Chinese Consul 
General in Manchester 
has completed his term of 
office and has returned to 
China upon instruction 
not long ago. This is a nor-
mal rotation of Chinese 
consular officials,” an em-
bassy spokesperson said 
during a briefing.

Earlier, the UK Foreign 
Office summoned a Chi-

nese envoy in connection 
with the incident.

On October 19, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Wang Wenbin said 
that China has made rep-
resentations to the United 
Kingdom in connection 
with the “malicious riots” 
outside the Chinese Con-
sulate in Manchester.

The Chinese spokesper-
son also said that the per-
petrator entered the Chi-
nese Consulate’s grounds, 
causing injuries to person-
nel and endangering the 
security of the diplomatic 
mission.

In addition, the spokes-
person expressed the hope 
that the UK will ensure the 
proper security of the Chi-
nese diplomatic missions 
and their personnel resid-
ing in its territory.

Tensions between China 
and UK have seen a steady 
rise in recent times.

CHARGED WITH STALKING 2022-23 FISCAL YEAR

PAKISTAN SEEKS INCREASE 
IN BUDGET DEFICIT FROM IMF

CHINESE STUDENT 
ARRESTED IN U.S.

TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD 

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON 

Pakistan’s government re-
quested the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
grant an adjuster of the 
Pakistani Rupee (PKR) 340 
billion by approving an in-
crease in the budget deficit 
for the 2022-23 fiscal year, 
according to The News In-
ternational.

Pakistan is also consider-
ing imposing the flood levy 
on those higher income 
brackets who are earning 
lofty profits in recent years 
and also said adjuster will be 
used to hike the budget defi-
cit target envisaged at 4.9 per 
cent of GDP on the eve of the 
budget for 2022-23. A top of-
ficial of the government said, 
“We are considering impos-
ing Flood Levy on those 
higher income brackets who 
are earning lofty profits in 
recent years. We have not yet 

firmed up modalities but it’s 
actively under consideration 
at the moment by the higher 
functionaries of the govern-
ment.” 

The Pakistan government 
informed the IMF bout the 
expenditures on flood res-
cue and relief and also about 
the Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP) and 
those utilized on relief and 
rehabilitation during the 
current fiscal year.

Now the adjuster will be 
used to hike the budget defi-
cit target envisaged at 4.9 
per cent of GDP on the eve 
of the budget for 2022-23, 
The News International re-
ported. 

Pakistan and the IMF con-
tinued ongoing talks virtu-
ally. However, differences 
still persisted over tax collec-
tion targets, and non-starter 
energy reforms including 
hiking of gas tariff, rising cir-
cular debt, and expenditure 

overrun, making consensus 
harder to strike on a staff-
level agreement for comple-
tion of the 9th review under 
USD 7 billion Extended 
Fund Facility (EFF).

The IMF had asked Paki-
stan for hiking the gas tariff 
because the government 
kept the gas prices un-
changed which resulted in 
increasing the circular debt 
of the gas sector.

Although the government 
made plans for improving 
the gas sector no progress 
was witnessed in the power 
sector. The monster of circu-
lar debt in the power sector 
went up to PKR 2.4 trillion 
and all targets agreed with 
the IMF for reducing it on a 
monthly and quarterly basis 
could not be achieved. The 
subsidy on tube wells alone 
would cause an increase of 
PKR 200 billion in the accu-
mulated Circular Debt in the 
ongoing financial year.

A Chinese student in the 
United States has been ar-
rested for insulting a person 
who was spreading fliers 
in support of democracy in 
China, the US Justice Depart-
ment said on Wednesday.

“A Berklee College of Music 
student, who is citizen of the 
People’s Republic of China 
(PRC), has been arrested 
and charged with stalking 
in connection with threat-
ening and harassing com-
munications he allegedly 
made towards an individual 
who posted fliers in support 
of democracy in China,” the 
Justice Department said in a 
press release. 

The authorities identified 
the student as Xiaolei Wu, 
25. He has been charged 
with one count of stalking 
and will make an initial ap-
pearance in federal court in 
Boston, Massachusetts, later 
in the afternoon, the release 
added.

The memorandum demanded that Pakistan desist, overtly or covertly, from 
engaging with those forces that ‘stood against our freedom struggle’.

Bangladesh Muktijuddha 
Mancha handed a memo-
randum to the United 

Nations Missions in Dhaka for 
Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres, demanding the trial of 
the Pakistani army involved in 
killings and genocide during the 
Liberation War of Bangladesh  
in 1971.

The memorandum also de-
manded Pakistan desist, overtly 
or covertly, from engaging with 
those forces that “stood against 
our freedom struggle”. It also 
expects, Pakistan in general and 
the Pakistani Army in particular, 
to offer an unconditional apology 
to our Honorable Prime Minis-
ter and beloved leader Sheikh 
Hasina and to the people of Ban-
gladesh for the brutalities in the 
Bangabandhu killing, the 21st 
grenade attack and the atrocities 
of the 1971 liberation struggle. In 
the memorandum, Bangladesh 
Muktijuddha Mancha reminded 
about the 1971 Liberation strug-
gle of Bangladesh and said thirty 
Lakhs people were killed and two 
lakhs women were raped by the 
Pakistani army during the war. 
The party also said that Paki-
stan ISI was directly involved in 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman killing.

“To take revenge for surrender 

in the Liberation War, Pakistan 
started conspiring against Bang-
abandhu’s government. With the 
help of Zia-Mostaque, Pakistan 
killed Bangabandhu and his 
family members which was the 
most brutal political killing in the 
world,” the memorandum reads.

Pakistan also patronised and 
supplied arges grenades to BNP-
Jamaat-Huji to kill Bangaband-
hu’s daughter Shiekh Hasina on 
August 21 2004. Some Awami 
League leaders created human 
protection to save the life of 
Sheikh Hasina. Finally, Sheikh 
Hasina was saved but 24 Awami 
League leaders were killed due to 
grenades attack,” it added.

Bangladesh Muktijuddha Man-
cha also said that Pakistan can-
not avoid responsibility for these 
killings. Party threatened Paki-
stan and said that if the country 
continued sponsoring terrorism 
in Bangladesh, they will make 
that their government would be 

bound to cut all diplomatic rela-
tions with Pakistan.

“We demand United Nations to 
bring the Pakistan militaries un-
der the trial of the International 
War Crimes Court for their in-
volvement in genocide and in-
tellectuals killings in 1971,” the 
party concluded the sentence.

The latest good news for Bangla-
desh is that Pakistan’s “genocide” 
against Bengalis, and Hindus in 
the 1971 war has been finally 
recognized as the US House con-
demned Islamabad’s actions and 
called on President Joe Biden to 
recognise the atrocities. The leg-
islation brought by Congressmen 
Ro Khanna, and Steve Chabot, 
recognise Pakistan’s atrocities 
against ethnic groups constitute 
crimes against humanity, war 
crimes, and genocide. “...con-
demns the atrocities committed 
by the Armed Forces of Pakistan 
against the people of Bangladesh 
from March 1971 to December 

1971; recognizes that such atroci-
ties against ethnic Bengalis and 
Hindus constitute crimes against 
humanity, war crimes, and geno-

cide; calls on the President of the 
United States to recognize the 
atrocities committed against eth-
nic Bengalis and Hindus by the 

Armed Forces of Pakitan during 
1971 as crimes against humanity 
war crimes, and genocide,” the 
legislation read.

The Bengalis breaking the 
shackles of subjugation 
experienced the taste of in-

dependence for the first time on De-
cember16, 1971. The day of a great 
victory with a great enthusiasm 
enlivened the nation with a new ex-
citement stirring to be vibrant. The 
Bengalis, exploited and deprived 
for the ages, with tears of happiness 
in eyes marched forward taking a 
formidable vow. 

The ancient Bengali cultural and 
socio-economic life, the chivalry 
and boldness of the Bengalis  which 
were in the peak of development 
seemed to spark once again. The 
first spark hit up on the 21st Feb-
ruary of 1952. On that very day, the 
demands of the Language Move-
ment amid the blasting Fagoon 
orchestrated with fisted hands of 
the agitating masses. The Bengalis 
launched its fight of existence with 
the blood stained scratch beginning 
the jostle with the Pakistanis. The 

spark that originated in the capital 
Dhaka in 1952 gradually spread in 
the every corner of the country. 

The countdown finally pro-
claimed the turn to repay. The 
Bengalis were getting ready for 
the final combat. It was clear to the 
Bengalis that the time of the final 
bite was imminent. Even the Paki-
stanis did not remain sitting idle. 
On 25 March at the dead of night, 
they pounced upon the sleeping 
people with deadly weapons to 
silence the whole nation. The ex-
termination of the Bengalis began. 
Stench of corpses was in the air and 
the sky was covered with the gun-
powder and smoke. It seemed to 
turn into a hell. Aggressive claws 
of the vultures were in the sky; in 
the earth, there had been mourning 
of the helpless people. People of all 
walks of life – students, teachers, 
intellectuals, cultivators, labour-
ers, smiths, potters took part in this 
struggle. The irresistible victory of 
the War of Liberation was heralded 
with the dawn of 16 December. On 
this day, the Bengalis achieved the 

rights to control their own fortune. 
The independence was earned by 
the Bengalis in exchange of 30 lac 
martyrs and chastity of 2 lac moth-
ers and sisters. The Victory Day 
marks an immemorable glorious 
day of thousand years of valour and 
heroism of the Bengali nation. This 
day is a day of emergence of a heroic 
nation. The day is the day of declar-
ing of an independent land named 
Bangladesh in the world map. The 
ultimate victory was achieved 
through the surrender of the Paki-
stani soldiers on 16 December, 1971. 
Accordingly, the last Victory Day 
marked 50 years of victory. 

The Bengali nation subjugated 
for thousands of years never ex-
perienced such a great inspiring 
time like that of 1971. The Bengalis 
had never seen earlier in such a he-
roic, united and determined fight-
ers’ role despite the risk of laying 
down life at every moment. Fifty 
one years have passed since the 
victory of great Liberation War and 
Independence. In this historic mo-
ment, we, still alive, are undoubt-

edly fortunate. A huge number of 
freedom fighters who celebrated 
the jubilation of Independence in 
the liberated motherland on 16 De-
cember of 1971 have not been able 
to witness Bangladesh enlight-
ened by development marking 
the golden jubilee after 51 years of 
independence. They have not been 
able to join such a historic glorious 
ceremony. 

Bangladesh, by adopting its own 
strategy has been elevated as a 
self-reliant developing country. 
Bangladesh has been changed 
during the last one decade under 
the extra-ordinary leadership 
of Bangabandhu’s daughter De-
shratna Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina. Presently, Bangladesh is 
a country of rapidly developing 
economy. All the festivities will take 
a gloomy look in this Bangladesh 
achieved through the pool of blood 
of 3 million martyrs if Bangladesh 
can not emerge as ‘sonar bangla’ 
in all spheres. We are proud of the 
achievements. The position Ban-
gladesh has gained throughout 51 

years after the War of Liberation is 
not less glorious. Alongside with 
the glorious achievements, howev-
er, there are some stigmas also. The 
home coming of the Architect of the 
Independence, Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu on January10, 1972 
glorified the victory. To endure the 
disastrous shock of the assassina-
tion of Bangabandhu along with 
his family members had been 
impossible indeed. This unbear-
able blow came when the Father 
of the Nation, after home coming, 
was working hard day and night to 
pull out the war-ravaged country 
from the debris, when achieving 
recognition as an independent Ban-
gladesh from different states of the 
world reached a satisfactory level 
and when attaining membership of 
the different world bodies includ-
ing the United Nations had brought 
a huge familiarity for Bangladesh 
at the global arena. 

Bangladesh had been driven 
against the spirit of the War of Lib-
eration from 1975 to 1995 with the 
military rule for most of the time 

either in uniform or in civil dress. 
The unimaginable progress that 
Bangladesh has made in theeco-
nomic and technological fields 
during the last decade is also a 
wonder to the world community. 
If Bangabandhu had not been the 
victim of the local and international 
conspiracy, if he could survive only 
10 years more, Bangladesh in its 
golden jubilee could ensure its glo-
rious position as one of the wealthy 
countries of the world.  Though it 
is delayed, Bangabandhu’s able 
daughter Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, meanwhile, has gone a long 
way to materialize ‘sonar bangla’ 
as dreamt by the Father of the Na-
tion. Bangladesh, by this time, has 
attained a prestigious position in 
the world. But, still a long way to go 
to establish Bangladesh, in the true 
sense, as a happy and prosperous 
country, Sonar Bangla which was 
a life  long dream of Bangabandhu.
The author is Member, Advisory 
Council and Chairman, Youth & 
Sports Sub-Committee, Bangladesh 
Awami League.

KILLINGS AND GENOCIDE

BANGABANDHU’S DREAM

BANGLADESH MUKTIJODDHA MANCHA SUBMITS MEMO 
TO UN, SEEKS PAK ARMY TRIAL OVER 1971 WAR CRIMES

BANGLADESH: THE EMERGENCE OF ‘SONAR BANGLA’
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MOZAFFAR HOSSAIN PALTU
DHAKA

PAKISTAN TOLD TO APOLOGISE  
UNCONDITIONALLY FOR WAR CRIMES
DHAKA: Bangladesh Muktijuddha Mancha (BMM) wrote a memorandum to Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and requested an unconditional apology for the attack and atrocities during the 1971 libera-
tion war. In the memorandum, BMM writes, “Request the government of Pakistan in general and Pakistani 
Army in particular, to offer an unconditional apology to our Prime Minister and leader Sheikh Hasina and to 
the people of Bangladesh for the brutalities in Bangabandhu killing, 21st grenade attack and the atrocities 
of 1971 liberation struggle.” The memorandum also demanded Pakistan to desist, overtly or covertly, from 
engaging with those forces that stood against our freedom struggle and also the trial of the Pakistani army 
involved in killings and Genocide during the Liberation War of Bangladesh in 1971. In the memorandum, 
Bangladesh Muktijuddha Mancha reminded about the 1971 Liberation struggle of Bangladesh and said 
thirty Lakhs people were killed and Pakistani militaries raped two lakhs of women, during the war. The 
party also said that Pakistan ISI was directly involved in Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman killing. 
“To take revenge for surrender in the Liberation War, Pakistan started conspiring against Bangabandhu’s 
government. With the help of Zia-Mostaque, Pakistan killed Bangabandhu and his family members which 
was the most brutal political killing in the world,” the memorandum reads. Pakistan also patronised and 
supplied grenades to BNP-Jamaat-Huji to kill Bangabandhu’s daughter Shiekh Hasina on August 21, 2004. 
Some Awami League leaders created human protection to save the life of Sheikh Hasina. Finally, Sheikh 
Hasina was saved but 24 Awami League leaders were killed due to grenades attack,” it added. Bangladesh 
Muktijuddha Mancha also said that Pakistan cannot avoid responsibility for these killings. Party threat-
ened Pakistan and said that if the country continues sponsoring terrorism in Bangladesh, they will make 
that their government would be bound to cut all diplomatic relations with Pakistan. “We demand to United 
Nations to bring the Pakistan militaries under the trial of the International War Crimes Court for their in-
volvement in genocide and intellectuals killings in 1971,” the party concluded the sentence. The latest good 
news for Bangladesh is that Pakistan’s “genocide” against Bengalis, and Hindus in the 1971 war has been 
finally recognized as the US House condemns Islamabad’s actions and called on President Joe Biden to 
recognise the atrocities. The legislation brought by Congressmen Ro Khanna, and Steve Chabot, recognise 
Pakistan’s atrocities against ethnic groups constitute crimes against humanity, war crimes, and genocide. 
“...condemns the atrocities committed by the Armed Forces of Pakistan against the people of Bangladesh 
from March 1971 to December 1971; recognizes that such atrocities against ethnic Bengalis and Hindus 
constitute crimes against humanity, war crimes, and genocide,” the legislation read.
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WHO asks China to share requested 
data to probe origins of Covid-19

World Health Organization (WHO) 
head Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus on 
Wednesday called on China to share the 
requested data concerning Covid-19 in 
a bid to understand the origins of the 
virus.

“We continue to call on China to share 
the data and conduct the studies that we 
have requested, to better understand 
the origins of this virus,” the WHO 
chief told a media briefing, as quoted 
in a statement on the organization’s 

website. “As I have said many times, 
all hypotheses remain on the table,” he 
added.

Three years after its emergence in Chi-
na’s Wuhan, exactly how SARS-CoV-2 
first emerged as a respiratory pathogen 
capable of sustained human-to-human 
transmission remains the subject of ac-
tive debate. Experts have put forward 
two dominant theories on the origins of 
the virus. The first theory is that SARS-
CoV-2 is the result of a natural zoonotic 
spillover. The second theory is that 
the virus infected humans as a conse-
quence of a research-related incident.

According to Reuters, a WHO body 
meets every few months to decide 
whether the new coronavirus has killed 
over 6.6 million people, still presents a 
“public health emergency of interna-
tional concern” (PHEIC). 

The WHO chief said that he is “hope-
ful” that the  pandemic will no longer be 
considered a global health emergency 
next year. “We’re hopeful that at some 
point next year, we will be able to say 
that COVID-19 is no longer a global 
health emergency,” the WHO chief told 
a media briefing, as quoted in a state-
ment on the organization’s website.

DOMINANT THEORIES

SAfETy pREcAuTIONS

cHINA ASkS ITS cITIzENS TO lEAvE 
AfgHANISTAN AfTER kAbul ATTAck

China has advised its 
citizens in Afghani-
stan to leave the coun-

try “as soon as possible,” 
after an attack on a Chinese-
owned hotel in the heart of 
Kabul.

A gun attack on Tuesday 
targeting a hotel, frequently 
visited by Chinese visitors, 
ended in killing at least three 
people. Taliban spokesper-
son Zabiullah Mujahid said 
the attack on the hotel in the 
Shar-e-Naw area of Kabul 
ended with the killing of 
three attackers. “Given the 
current security situation 
in Afghanistan, the foreign 
ministry once again reminds 
our fellow citizens and in-

stitutions in Afghanistan 
to leave and evacuate the 
country as soon as possible, 
report their identity infor-
mation to the Embassy, and 
at the same time take extra 
safety precautions and en-
hance emergency prepared-
ness,” Chinese Foreign Min-
istry Spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin said. He said this 
is an extremely outrageous 
terrorist attack and the Chi-
nese embassy also asked the 
Afghan side to look into the 
attack.

“In the wake of the attack, 
the Chinese Embassy in 
Afghanistan immediately 
lodged a serious representa-
tion with the Afghan interim 
government and asked the 
Afghan side to make every 
effort to search for and res-

cue Chinese nationals,” he 
added.

The Chinese side asked 
the Taliban to bring the 

perpetrators to justice, and 
effectively strengthen the 
protection for the safety and 
security of Chinese nationals 
and institutions in Afghani-
stan.

United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
has strongly condemned 
the attack on the Kabul ho-
tel, resulting in multiple 
casualties. “The Secretary-
General strongly condemns 
the attack on 12 December 
on a Hotel in Kabul, result-
ing in multiple casualties. 
The Secretary-General ex-
presses his condolences to 
the bereaved families and 
wishes a speedy recovery to 
those injured,” UN Secre-
tary-General Spokesperson 
Stephane Dujarric said in a 
statement.
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China has asked the Taliban to bring the perpetrators to justice 
and strengthen the securty of Chinese nationals in Afghanistan.

China has halted imports 
of seafood, pastries, and al-
coholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages from Taiwan due 
to the exporters’ failure to 
properly report the ingre-
dients in customs declara-
tions, Taiwan’s Central News 
Agency reported Wednes-
day.

China banned squid, Pa-
cific saury, confectionery, 
Taiwanese beer, Kinmen 
Kaoliang liquor, and vari-
ous non-alcoholic beverages 
from Taiwan, the media said. 
According to Taiwanese 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) Director-General 
Wu Show-mei, all goods ex-
ported from Taiwan must be 

labeled with the ingredients 
and their percentage in the 
product.

But exporters found that 
there is too much red tape 
involved, while some pro-
ducers also believe that the 
requirement endangers their 
trade secrets, the media said.

Last week, China suspend-
ed some shipments of beer, 
liquor and other beverages 
from Taiwan, just two days 
after Taiwanese seafood ex-
porters found themselves 
locked out of the Chinese 
market, Taiwan Focus re-
ported.

Commenting on the ban 
on Taiwan’s seafood, Zhu 
Fenglian, a spokesperon 
with China’s Taiwan Affairs 
Office, said that the new reg-
istration system, which was 

introduced in April 2021 in 
a bid to enhance food safety, 
became effective on Jan. 1, 
2022.

Zhu said some of Taiwan’s 
food exporters failed to pro-
vide full information, under 
the new registration system, 
so they were unable to se-
cure approval to ship their 
products to China.

Cheng Wei-chih, head of 
the Taiwan Food and Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) food 
section, confirmed the ban 
on Taiwan’s beer and liquor.

Cheng said the FDA re-
ceived a notice from the Chi-
nese customs authorities 
late Friday afternoon, which 
said the affected Taiwanese 
exporters failed to provide 
the necessary information 
in their registration. 

 

Former US marine pilot 
arrested in Australia now 
faces conspiracy charges to 
unlawfully export defence 
services to China, Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(ABC) reported.

As per a 2017 indictment 
unsealed by a US District 
Court in Washington, Dan-
iel Edmund Duggan also 
violated the US arms export 

control act. Earlier, Aus-
tralian police had arrested 
Duggan in the rural town of 
Orange at the request of the 
US government in October. 
His extradition request by 
the United States is likely 
pending.

On Friday, the District of 
Columbia court unsealed the 
indictment and a US war-
rant for his arrest because 
it said he had been arrested.

He is being held in custody 
in Sydney and his case will 

return to a Sydney court this 
week.

After reports about Chi-
na’s headhunting of its mili-
tary personnel earlier this 
year, pressure is growing 
on Western countries for a 
probe against the reported 
recruitment of retired mili-
tary officials from the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Australia, and 
New Zealand. Earlier this 
year, The New York Times 
(NYT) first reported that 
China hired nearly 30 re-

tired British military pilots to 
train the People’s Liberation 
Army personnel. In October, 
Britain’s Defence Ministry 
issued a threat alert fear-
ing that the practice could 
threaten its national security. 

The UK government also 
said it is working with allies 
to try to stop China’s bid to 
recruit British pilots using 
third-party liaisons, which 
includes former members 
of the Royal Air Force and 
other armed forces.

‘RED TApE INvOlvED’

ARRESTED  IN AuSTRAlIA

China halts some Taiwanese 
food imports over 
ingredients labeling issue

fORMER u.S. pIlOT fAcES cHARgES OvER 
cHINESE MIlITARy pIlOT TRAININg
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Specially-
abled children 
participate in 

the procession 
‘Carnival of 
Love’ which 

marks the 
conclusion 

of Anjali 
International 

Children 
and Youth 

Festival-2022, in 
Bhubaneswar 

on Wednesday.

CARNIVAL OF LOVE

#SARDARVALLABHBHAIPATEL

TRIBUTES POUR IN FOR ‘IRON MAN’ OF 
INDIA ON HIS DEATH ANNIVERSARY
On the 72nd death anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, also known as the ‘Iron Man’ to India, tributes 
poured in on Thursday recalling his everlasting contri-
bution.                   

Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted, “I pay hom-
age to Sardar Patel on his Punya Tithi and recall his ev-
erlasting contribution to India, especially in uniting our 
nation and giving impetus to all-round development.”

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh tweeted, “My heartfelt 
tributes to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on his punyatithi. 
The nation will remain indebted to his contribution in 
building a United India.”

Dr S Jaishankar tweeted, “Pay my homage to Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel on his Punya Tithi. A visionary leader, 
committed social reformer, and a dedicated nationalist, 
his legacy will never be forgotten.”

Union Minister for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep 
Singh Puri tweeted, “I pay tribute to the architect & uni-
fier of independent India, Bharat Ratna Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel Ji on his death anniversary. The Iron Man was 
a leading stalwart of India’s freedom movement who 
later guided India’s integration into a modern nation.”

“Social 
media is 
often driven 
by a certain 
narrowness 
of view that 
limits human 
nature to its 
laser self.

— SHAH RUKH KHAN

BRAIN-PICKING

At the inaugural ceremony of the 28th International Kolkata 
Film Festival.

SCIENCE 

Flying snakes help 
design new robots

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON                                      

Robots have been designed to move in ways that mimic ani-
mal movements, such as walking and swimming. Scientists 
are now considering how to design robots that mimic the glid-
ing motion exhibited by flying snakes.

In Physics of Fluids, by AIP Publishing, researchers from 
the University of Virginia and Virginia Tech explored the lift 
production mechanism of flying snakes, which undulate side-
to-side as they move from the tops of trees to the ground to 
escape predators or move around quickly and efficiently. The 
undulation allows snakes to glide for long distances, as much 
as 25 metres from a 15-meter tower.

To understand how the undulations provide lift, the inves-
tigators developed a computational model derived from data 
obtained through high-speed video of flying snakes. A key 
component of this model is the cross-sectional shape of the 
snake’s body, which resembles an elongated frisbee or flying 
disc. The cross-sectional shape is essential for understanding 
how the snake can glide so far. 

TDG NETWORK 
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UNIQUE 

This cake would make 
you forget all the other 
flavours you’ve had so 

far, that’s how intricately and 
extraordinarily it has it been 
baked.

Based on a Banarasi saree 
and traditional Indian jew-
ellery in terms of design, the 
32-inch long cake is a blend of 
colours, motifs, floral embel-
lishments, and icing replica-
tions of zari work done on ac-
tual sarees. It is also shaped 
like a ‘kumkum dibbi’ (ver-
million box), a symbolic part 
of the traditional makeup of 
an Indian woman.

The cake masterpiece is 
baked by Prachi Dhabal Deb, 
who fondly named it “Shrin-
gaar Cake”.

In a conversation with ANI, 
the cake designer opened up 
about the motivation behind 
this unusually intricate de-
sign of the cake.

“This cake was for an in-
ternational collaboration 
from Italy, where we were 
asked to make something 
representing our cultural 
fashion. I took inspiration for 

the cake’s design from my sa-
ree and jewellery, which are 
both rooted in Indian tradi-
tion. My saree was gifted to 
me by my mother at the time 
of my wedding, and hence, it 
is close to my heart,” Prachi 
said.

Prachi then went on to 
explain the actual process 
behind the design of the pic-
turesque cake.

“The colour of my saree and 
the design on its border were 
inspirations for the look of 
the cake. I used vegan royal 
icing and hand-piped each of 

the designs on the cake’s sur-
face. Then I coloured them 
with edible dust and edible 
gel colours,” she told ANI.

Noting the intricacies of 
the weaved designs on the 
saree, which took time to be 
replicated on the cake, Pra-
chi said, “To get the same 
intricate look on the edible 
medium, I piped thousands 
of individual dots through a 
piping bag and painted them 
with edible gold.”

At present, this enormous 
and minutely crafted cake 
is on display at Prachi’s cake 

studio in Pune.
Prior to this, Prachi had 

created a cake replica of Ita-
ly’s Grand Milan Cathedral.

She told ANI about her mo-
tivation to make such artsy 
cakes, “I always believe that 
for an artist it is important 
that we keep on working. 
Since we are in the creative 
field, we get new ideas every 
day. My aim is to promote 
the art form as much as I 
can, and thankfully, people 
all around have been very 
appreciative, so it boosts our 
morale.”              

Banarasi Saree-themed 
cake takes internet by storm

Prachi Dhabal Deb designing the 'Shringaar Cake'. 

QUIT SMOKING USING A PSYCHOLOGICAL APP  
HABIT 

In today’s day and age, coping with 
addiction is the talk of every town. Of 
all the addictions, cigarette smoking 
could possibly top the list. Across the 
globe, 22.3% of the population has fall-
en prey to this heinous addiction called 
‘smoking’ (World Health Organization, 
2020).

This is why, even at any given point in 
time, as many as 70% people are will-
ing to quit smoking, merely 6% suc-
ceed in doing so. People make as many 
as 30 attempts to quit smoking in their 
lifetime. And yet the chances of failure 
to quit are high.

There are many techniques in the 
market that say that they can help 
people let go of their smoking habits, 
viz. Cold Turkey, Will Power, Nicotine 
Replacement Therapy (e.g., Nicotine 

gums), Addiction hotline. These meth-
ods have success rates of 8%.

Studies have proven that what works 
best are psychological methods like 
CBT (50-55% success rate) (3), Psy-
chological Consultations (37%) (4)  and  
Hypnosis (14-25% success rate) (5) .

So when an app enters as a player in 
the smoking cessation universe and 
performs as one›s personal psycholo-
gist by combining all these best psy-
chological techniques for optimum 
results, it sparks curiosity (and skepti-
cism) in the minds of people.

An app called QuitSure is now act-
ing as a psychologist in one›s pocket 
and can be used whenever and wher-
ever needed. It conditions smokers to 
hate smoking again. A 6-day program 
developed by a Stanford University 
alumna, has proved its mettle with a 
very high success rate of 71% (based on 

a 6-month research study).
The app provides daily videos, think-

ing exercises, and mindfulness tech-
niques that incorporate the science of 
CBT, hypnosis, and therapy that aims 
to rewire the mindset of smokers. 

Nicotine, gets the mind hooked onto 
it almost instantaneously. The body 
demands more and more as the levels 
of nicotine drop. But what smokers 
don›t realise is that, as much as it is a 
chemical addiction, it is also a mental 
one. Cigarettes become the insepa-
rable confidante of smokers. And it is 
not their fault. That is how addiction 
works. And mental addiction can only 
be remedied with psychological condi-
tioning. The mindset and subconscious 
thought patterns need to change.

The app brainwashes the mind to 
dislike smoking, by using positive psy-
chology, rather than terrorising.

TDG NETWORK
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‘A collab we didn’t know we needed': Internet 
lauds Khaby Lame, Sonu Sood’s latest video 

COMEDY

Bollywood actor Sonu Sood 
was recently seen in a hilari-
ous collaboration with social 
media personality Khaby 
Lame.

The ‘Happy New Year’ ac-
tor was seated beside the 
Senegalese-Italian comedian 
in an Instagram reel, which 
the latter had shared on In-
stagram. 

The duo was seen with a 
glass in front of each of them 
and a jug full of juice kept be-

side them.
Sonu is seen pouring out 

most of the juice into Khaby’s 
glass as he looks at a phone. 
Only a few drops of juice are 
left for Sonu, which he quiet-
ly pours into his glass, which 
also has a sipping straw in it.

Khaby notices and seem-
ingly moves his hands as if to 
offer his glass of juice to Sonu, 
which he kindly refuses.

However, the video’s twist 
comes when Khaby’s hands 
immediately grab the straw 
inside Sonu’s glass of juice.

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI  

THROWBACK 

THIS VIRAL MENU WILL REMIND 
YOU OF YOUR HOSTEL LIFE 

If you’ve ever stayed in a hostel, you understand the joy of 
coming home to delicious home-cooked meals. Many of 
us have, and we can totally relate to a new screenshot of a 
daughter’s chat with her family going viral.

Hostel life has its own perks, but the food is nothing in 
comparison to what our ‘ghar ka khaana’ is.

Recently, netizens were taken aback by a screenshot of 
a chat going viral on social media, where a girl returning 
home sent a list of things she’d like on the menu when she 
returns home from her hostel. On many levels, it’s relat-
able. In the photo, she is seen asking her parents to have 
a menu of the list of things she mentioned, date-wise. The 
menu had everything from fish tikkas, kebabs, biryani, to 
even a Nutella cheesecake.

“Daughter is coming home on 16th evening after 5 
months. Hostel (and hers is a vaishnav one) really makes 
kids bhukkad-Bhikhari!” her father wrote.

The tweet has sparked hilarious reactions online. 

Viral screenshot circulating on the Internet.

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

FIVE DANGEROUS FESTIVALS IN INDIA
When we think of festivals, we think of happiness, 
joy, and meeting family members that we have not 
met for quite a long time. Diwali, the festival of lights, 
and Holi, the festival of colour, are festivals that are 
celebrated all over the world. Dangers are rarely 
associated with festivals, but below are five festivals 
that even the most courageous people will hesitate to 
participate in.

GOTMAR MELA
Gotmar is an annual festival that features two 
opposing teams from the villages of Pandhurh-
na and Saargaon. The two teams compete to 

capture a tree located in the riverbed that separates 
the two settlements. The unusual part? The spectators 
throw rocks and pebbles at the participants as they try 
to reach the target.

NAG PANCHAMI
Nag Panchami is a festival celebrated in 
northern India and Nepal. A festival devoted 
to the King Cobra snake, devotees flock to 

temples to pray to the snake and apply vermillion to its 
hood. Some even offer milk to the snake to drink. All 
of this is done, without the fangs removed. According 
to priests, snakes don’t attack devotees on this auspi-
cious day.

JALLIKATTU
Jallikattu is a bull-taming festival held in 
Tamil Nadu that’s a part of the Pongal cel-
ebrations. During this festival, a Bos Indicus 
bull is released into a crowd of people, and 

participants hump on the bull’s back and try to hang on 
as the bull tries to escape.

GARUDAN THOOKAM
Garudan Thookam is one of the traditional 
festivals that are celebrated in Kerala. It is a 
very strange tradition that is performed with 
great spiritual and religious belief. According 

to this festival, people hang hooks onto the backs of 
their bodies and hang themselves horizontally from a 
shaft. It is one of the acts of self-torture that are done 
by some people in Kerala.

LATHMAR HOLI
One of the most unique festivals in India, 
where the women of Barsana beat the men 
of Nandgaon with lathis, is the highlight of the 

festival. The unfortunate men who get caught are made 
to dress like women and dance in public.

— DINKAR SHARMA

Gotmar Mela 



DIGITAL CURRENCY

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced in her Union Budget speech that the Central Bank will introduce India’s official 
digital rupee in 2022-23

Source: WikimediaCommons

In October 2020, the Central bank of Bahamas launched the national digital currency, the Sand Dollar, the first ever nationwide 
CBDC in the world.

Source: EW News

User anonymity, security of digital wallets and confusion over offline transactions are among the concerns raised over the retail e-rupee.

Source: Money Control
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E-RupEE: 
CoStS aNd 
BENEfitS of 
REplaCiNg 
CRyptoS

EAsING PAYmENTs, CoUNTERING CoUNTERfEIT 

WhAT Is ThE DIGITAL RUPEE?

the digital Rupee will be transacted using wallets backed by 
blockchain technology making the payments final, thereby re-
ducing settlement risk. it is freely convertible against physical 
currency and can be used interchangeably but does not require 
a user to have a bank account as in the case of other forms 
of digital transactions such as upi. Moreover, unlike private 
cryptocurrencies, the digital Rupee or any type of central bank 
digital currency is regulated by the central bank. according to 
RBi’s concept note on the digital Rupee released in october 
2022, the e-rupee will help ‘bolster india’s digital economy, 
enhance financial inclusion and make the monetary and pay-
ment systems more efficient’. More importantly, it is expected 
to help reduce costs associated with physical cash manage-
ment and boost cross-border transactions and contribute to 
easing the bank cash management, currently a herculean task. 

the digital Rupee will also solve the issue of counterfeit bank 
note circulation in the country. While there has been a decline 

in the counterfeit currency note circulation in india from over 
5.80 lakh counterfeit notes in the year 2017-18 to 2.30 lakh 
in 2021-22, a drop of more than 60 per cent, the damning im-
pact of fake currency on the economy and individuals needs 
to be countered using innovation measures, one of which is 
digital currency. 

Currently, currency in circulation is accounted for at 13.24 
per cent of the gdp of the country. if a large part of this fiat 
currency, in physical form right now, can be moved to digital 
Rupee, it will bring huge savings to the RBi and the country in 
the form of cost reduction in maintaining physical currency. 
the expenses associated with maintaining paper money form 
a significant portion of the RBi’s account books. damaged 
money further raises the expense of managing and processing 
fresh currency for the central bank. all of this can be decreased 
with the introduction of a controlled digital currency such as 
the digital Rupee. 

a Central Bank digital Currency (CBdC) is a digital form 
of currency notes issued by the central bank of a country. 
digital Rupee is the digital currency launched by india’s 
central bank, RBi, and is an electronic form of money that 
can be used in contactless transactions. it is essentially le-
gal tender backed by the RBi and offers features similar 
to physical cash such as trust, safety, and settlement final-
ity. it can be easily converted to other forms of money, like 
deposits with banks, but will not earn any interest (simi-

lar to how we use cash). as of december 2022, at least 11 
countries are already using digital currencies (CBdC) in 
full measure with 17 others currently running it in the pilot 
stage. data from the atlantic Council indicates that more 
than 72 countries have a CBdC in the research and devel-
opment stage.. 

the indian government announced the launch of the dig-
ital Rupee from financial year 2022-23 onwards during the 
presentation of the union Budget 2022-23. 

on 12th december 2022, in a 
written reply to the lok Sab-
ha, the Minister of State for fi-

nance pankaj Chaudhary said that the 
Reserve Bank of india (RBi)’s Central 
Bank digital Currency (CBdC) pilot 
in the retail segment has underlying 
technology backed by the widely used 
blockchain technology and has several 
common features with physical cash. 

He added that the CBdC will not earn 
any interest but can be converted into 
bank deposits. 

the rise of digital transactions and 
an increasing shift from cash to on-
line modes have bared users and the 
banking system to fraud. While new 
forms of digital transactions such as 
unified payments interface (upi) are 
backed by the government and have 
several security features, cryptocur-
rency, which has gained relevance in 
the past few years, sits entirely out of 
regulated structures. increasing use 
of cryptocurrencies has also led to an 
increase in individuals falling prey to 
scams, illicit transactions being done 

with these digital forms of currencies, 
and has led to the opening of doors for 
use of government-backed digital cur-
rencies such as the digital rupee. 

after having called for a complete 
ban on the use of cryptocurrencies in 
india, the launch of the digital Rupee 
in pilot form for Wholesale segment 
(e₹-W) on 1st November 2022, and 
for retail digital Rupee (e₹-R) on 1st 
december 2022 is an initiative by the 
RBi which not only offers alternatives 
to cryptos but also introduces an ad-
ditional form of digital payment sys-
tems, especially given the increasing 
usage of digital payments across the 
country. 

Damini mehta



According to Reserve Bank of India Governor Shaktikanta Das, the Central Bank Digital Currency is going to be the major transformation in the way business is done. 

Digital Rupee is the digital form of the regular currency powered by blockchain technology.
The Reserve Bank of India released a concept note on the Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) 
on 7 October 2022.

Source: Wikimedia Commons

Source: News18Source: Investing.com
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Contributing reports by  Ratika Khanna, Anjali Ojha and Kajol Sharma,
Researchers at Polstrat.

From the launch of Electronic Clearance Service (ECS) in the 1990s, one of 
the first forms of digital transactions in India, to UPI in 2016 and now the 
Digital Rupee in 2022, India has come a long way in using technology to 
revolutionise payments and online transaction systems. The first few weeks 
of launch of the e-rupee have witnessed a muted adoption of the digital fiat 
currency, for now only open to limited users in the pilot mode. Lack of trust 
is being cited as a major prohibiting factor in the adoption and acceptance of 
legal tender in digital form. 

In a country where several households still find it difficult to trust banking 
systems with protecting and growing their savings, the adoption of a digi-
tal form of currency might be more difficult to accept. Risks of digital cur-
rencies range from reducing the need of banks to act as intermediaries and 
their ability to plough back funds into credit intermediation, elevated cyber 
security risks, vulnerability testing, and operational burden and costs for the 

central bank in managing CBDC. Several users have also expressed concerns 
in using the Digital Rupee as it reduces privacy relative to physical cash as 
the CBDC holdings could be tracked and accounted for. Lastly, data privacy 
threats and compromise of credentials in an environment where protection 
of personal data in all forms is gaining fast traction appears to have cut out 
the RBI and the government’s task in both reducing risks associated with the 
Digital Rupee and generating trust amongst the public for wider adoption as 
the e-rupee moves from pilot mode to full usage. 

Addressing ConCerns

The operATionAl FrAmework 

Flip To digiTAl eConomy And  
Cross-Border pAymenTs

In India, the RBI has launched two 
forms of Digital Rupee - e₹-W, the 
wholesale Central Bank Digital Cur-
rency and e₹-R, the retail Central 
Bank Digital Currency. The whole-
sale e-rupee will be used by large 
financial institutions, including 
banks, large non-banking finance 
companies, and other big transac-
tion institutions whereas the retail 
e-rupee is open for use for everyday 
transactions. The pilot initially cov-
ers four cities—Mumbai, New Delhi, 
Bengaluru, and Bhubaneswar —
where customers and merchants 

will be able to use the digital rupee 
(e₹-R), or e-rupee, with four banks 
involved in the controlled launch of 
the digital currency. According to the 
RBI, the service will subsequently be 
extended to Ahmedabad, Gangtok, 
Guwahati, Hyderabad, Indore, Kochi, 
Lucknow, Patna, and Shimla as four 
more banks will join the pilot. 

The e₹-R will be in the form of a 
digital token that represents legal 
tender and will be issued in the 
same denominations as paper cur-
rency and coins to be distributed 
through intermediaries, that is, 

banks. Users will be able to transact 
with e₹-R through a digital wallet 
offered by the participating banks 
and stored on mobile phones and 
devices.

The idea of a CBDC is inspired 
by cryptocurrencies such as Bit-
coin, but differs from crypto assets 
which do not possess ‘legal tender’ 
status and are not issued by the 
state. The underlying technology in 
both forms of currencies - private 
cryptos such as Bitcoin and Ethe-
real and government backed digital 
currencies such as e-Rupee in India 

and eNaira in Nigeria - remains the 
same. The digital rupee is based on 
blockchain technology which came 
into the limelight with the popular-
ity of cryptocurrencies. It is a tool 
now shunned by countries such 
as China and Egypt while readily 
adopted by other countries such as 
Denmark, France, and Germany 
in some form. Blockchain technol-
ogy maintains a trail of transactions 
using the digital currency thereby 
eliminating the risk of duplicating a 
unit of currency. 

An increasing pace of digital transactions 
in India as established by the jump in RBI’s 
Digital Payments Index from a base of 100 
in March 2018 to 349.30 in March 2022 
clearly indicates the Indian economy’s ap-
petite for digital forms of transactions. 
Further digitisation of payment systems 
through online transactions with Digital 
Rupee will boost the formalisation of the 
economy. The informal sector currently 
makes up close to 53 per cent of the Indian 
economy. Shifting paper-based currency 
to the Digital Rupee will help reduce the 
informal sector in the economy by intro-
ducing more transparency and efficiency 
to the payment structure. 

The CBDC has the potential to enable 
more real-time and cost-effective globali-

sation of payment systems as it will be the 
currency which is transacted in real-time 
instead of bank balances and will eventu-
ally reduce the need for interbank settle-
ments. Once digital currencies are made 
acceptable in other countries, cross border 
payment transactions will become easier by 
eliminating the need for an intermediary. 

According to some experts, since digital 
currency will reduce the dependency on 
paper, the e-rupee can bring huge savings 
to the environment. However, many others 
doubt the incremental benefits of digital 
currency on the environment, given shift-
ing to a digital currency will induce costs 
of online transactions, and thereby envi-
ronmental costs of energy usage, electronic 
devices etc. 
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Immensely successful

2nd T20I

back aIlmenTs

upcomIng Tour

fIH Women’s naTIons cup

Williamson to step 
down as NZ Test 
captain, Southee to lead

Charlie Dean’s three-wicket helps 
England defeat West Indies by 16 runs 

Injured WeIgHTlIfTer 
mIrabaI cHanu To undergo 
5 monTH reHab

sodHI, pHIllIps reTurn To neW Zealand 
squad for TesTs agaInsT pakIsTan

Indian women’s hockey 
team continue winning 
momentum, beat SA

Kane Williamson will step 
down as captain of the New 
Zealand Test side, with Tim 
Southee to take up the lead-
ership mantle.

Williamson will continue 
to lead the Kiwi side in ODI 
and T20I cricket and has 
reiterated his desire to play 
all three formats internation-
ally. Southee, who has 346 
internationals to his name 
and has led the T20 side on 
22 occasions, will become 
New Zealand’s 31st Test cap-
tain when he leads the team 
on this month’s Test tour to 
Pakistan. Tom Latham has 
been confirmed as Test vice-
captain. Williamson has cap-
tained the Test team on 38 
occasions (22 wins, 8 draws, 
10 losses) since assuming 
the role from Brendon Mc-
Cullum in 2016. He said the 
time was right to step back.

“Captaining the Blackcaps 
in Test cricket has been an 
incredibly special honour. 
For me, Test cricket is the 
pinnacle of the game and 
I’ve enjoyed the challenges 
of leading the side in the for-
mat. Captaincy comes with 
an increased workload on 
and off the field and at this 
stage of my career I feel the 
time is right for this deci-
sion. After discussions with 
NZC, we felt that continu-
ing to captain the white-ball 
formats was preferable with 
two World Cups in the next 
two years. I’m excited to 
support Tim as captain and 
Tom as vice-captain. Having 
played with both of them for 
most of my career, I’m con-
fident they’ll do a great job. 
Playing for the BLACKCAPS 
and contributing in all three 
formats is my number one 
priority and I’m looking for-
ward to the cricket we have 
ahead.”

NZC CEO David White 
congratulated Williamson 
on the way he’s led the Test 
side. “Kane is one of our 
all-time greats and our pri-
ority is to ensure he enjoys 
his cricket and plays for 
New Zealand for as long 
as possible. He’s a brilliant 
leader and the success the 
team has achieved during 
his time in the longest and 
arguably toughest format of 
the game, has been nothing 
short of remarkable. Statisti-
cally, he’s the most successful 
Test captain we’ve ever had 
- which culminated in the 
team rising to the number 
one ICC Test ranking at the 
start of 2021 and the eventual 
victory in the ICC World Test 
Championship Final in June 
that year, “ said NZC CEO 
David White.

White said Southee was 
the right man for the job. 
“Tim’s a strong and tactically 
astute leader and has a good 
feel for the game. I believe he 
is the right person to build on 
the foundations that Kane’s 
created.”

The Blackcaps coach Gary 
Stead said Williamson had 
been a fine Test captain. 
“Kane’s guided the Test team 
through an immensely suc-
cessful period which is tes-
tament to his ability to bring 
people together and work 
towards a common goal,” he 

said.
“He’s certainly led from 

the front with his own per-
formances and that was very 
much the case during our 
push to win the World Test 
Championship. The Test 
team has continued to evolve 
and develop during his time 
and the fact we’ve been able 
to introduce new players 
and see them thrive almost 
instantly is a credit to Kane 
and his leadership. We hope 
by lessening his workload 
we can continue to see the 
best of Kane Williamson for 
longer on the international 
stage, and we know he will 
remain a key leader in this 
group, “ added Gary Stead.

Stead said the decision to 
appoint Southee captain 
came down to the direction 
in which the Test team want-
ed to head.

“Tim’s a quality leader with 
a good cricket brain. We’ve 
seen his captaincy skills on 
display with the T20 side 
and I’m sure he’ll continue 
to bring an aggressive style, 
whilst still maintaining the 
core fundamentals of how 
this BLACKCAPS team op-
erates in the Test arena. He 
will also come from a slightly 
different perspective in being 
a bowler which I’m sure will 
also bring with it new ideas 
and fresh thinking, “ Stead 
said.

Sophia Dunkley’s knock of 
43 runs followed by Char-
lie Dean’s three-wicket haul 
guided England to a 16-run 
win over West Indies in the 
second T20I game of the 
five-match series here at 
Kensington Oval.

England rested key play-
ers Nat Sciver, Amy Jones, 
and Sophie Ecclestone in 
Barbados before defending 
a total of 141 for 6 with ease 
against a struggling home 
bowling line-up. Sophia 
Dunkley (43) top-scored for 
the visitors, batting for the 
whole of the innings on a 
terribly slow surface. Dunk-

ley hit one glorious six over 
long-off and dragged two 
fours through the legside 
as she took over after the 
early losses of Danni Wyatt 
and Lauren Winfield-Hill, 
who kept wicket for the first 
time in international cricket 
- also the first time Jones has 
missed an England match 
since replacing Sarah Taylor 
behind the stumps.

In the absence of Sciver, 
Maia Bouchier was given 
a rare opportunity in Eng-
land’s middle order and 
played a fine supporting role 
after Heather Knight’s team 
fumbled through the first 
half of their innings, reach-
ing 57 for 2 at the midway 
point.

Knight, on the other hand, 
upped the ante, chipping su-
perbly over midwicket and 
driving past point in succes-
sive deliveries before being 
stumped down the legside 
by Karishma Ramharack. 
Bouchier was summoned 

to the crease after Wyatt 
was bowled cutting and 
Winfield-Hill holed out to 
midwicket.

In 4.1 overs, she added 40 
alongside Dunkley until 
the latter picked out long-
off, seeking to emulate her 

earlier six. Two balls later, 
Bouchier (24) was stumped. 
England might have been in 
bigger difficulties had Ra-
shada Williams not squan-
dered two clear opportuni-
ties at extra cover.

However, after Katherine 
Brunt almost ran herself out 
when attempting a single to 
the bowler off her first deliv-
ery, she and Alice Davidson-
Richards struggled to offer 
any late pyrotechnics, with 
Brunt giving occasional 
wicketkeeper Williams a 
first international wicket. 
Sarah Glenn then struck 
10 off three balls in a vital 
cameo that helped England 
reach a score that they easily 
defended.

Commonwealth gold medalist Mirabai Cha-
nu will undergo a five-month rehabilitation 
programme at NIS Patiala to nurse her shoul-
der and back injuries.

With a gold medal at the Commonwealth 
Games in August and a silver medal at the 
world championships in December, the 2022 
season was fruitful for the Tokyo 2020 silver 
medalist. For the Indian weightlifter, there 
were some injury-related concerns due to 
back trouble and a wrist injury she sustained 
during a training session in September, Mira-
bai Chanu missed the Asian championships 
in October due to her injuries.

The 28-year-old Manipur native and her 
support team will first focus on strengthen-
ing her shoulder and rotator cuff during their 
stay at the NIS Patiala before tackling the 
back problem. The strain on Mirabai Cha-
nu’s left wrist from her shoulder and back 
ailments was visible throughout the world 
championships as per the Olympic website.

The first of several competitions that would 
serve as Olympic Games qualifiers for Paris 
in 2024 was the World Weightlifting Cham-
pionships in Bogota. At the NIS Patiala, Mira-
bai Chanu is anticipated to restore her fitness 
before the Asian championships, an Olympic 
qualifying event slated for May.

Her next significant competitions will be 
the Asian Games in Hangzhou, China, the 

global championships in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia, and the Asian Championships. Both 
events are scheduled for September 2023.

Earlier, Mirabai bagged a silver medal at the 
2022 World Weightlifting Championships in 
Bogota, Colombia. She lifted a total of 200kg 
(87kg snatch + 113kg clean & jerk), 2kg more 
than the Olympic champion from China Hou 
Zhihua (198kg) and 6kg behind another Chi-
nese, Jiang Huihua (206kg: 93+113) who won 
the gold medal. Hou Zhihui of China took 
bronze with 198 (89kg plus 109 kg).

This was Mirabai’s second World Champi-
onship medal, having previously won gold 
at the 2017 championsgip event with a lift of 
194kg (85kg plus 109kg). She came in fourth 
place in the 2019 edition. 

Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi has 
been recalled to the New 
Zealand Test squad for the 
upcoming tour to Pakistan, 
four years after his last in-
ternational outing in whites.

The 30-year-old Sodhi’s 
been included alongside 
one-time Test player Glenn 
Phillips and the uncapped 
Blair Tickner, as part of a 
15-player squad for the two-
Test series, which starts in 
Karachi on December 26 
and concludes in Multan 
on January 3. The tour will 
be Tim Southee’s first test as 
captain after Kane William-
son announced he was step-
ping down as skipper in the 
longest format.

Sodhi’s played 125 white-
ball games for New Zealand 
and has been a mainstay in 
the T20 side - recently be-
coming just the fifth male 
player in the world to claim 
100 T20I wickets.

Despite not being able to 
play a lot of red-ball cricket 
of late, Sodhi has a strong 
first-class record featuring 
279 wickets at an average of 
33, with 16 five-wicket bags 
and two ten-wicket hauls.

Phillips played his only 
Test against Australia at the 
SCG in January 2020, scor-
ing a half-century in the first 
innings.

Like Sodhi, the 26-year-old 
Phillips has made his name 
in the T20I format, racking 

up 56 international caps and 
a current ICC T20I batting 
ranking of seven.

Tickner featured in the 
New Zealand Test squads 
for the series against South 
Africa at the end of the 
home summer and away to 
England in the winter, but is 
yet to debut, after playing 20 
white-ball internationals.

Coach Gary Stead congrat-
ulated the trio on their inclu-
sion in the squad.

“It’s always an exciting time 
for a player to be selected in a 
Test squad and even more so 
when you’ve been away for 
an extended period of time. 
I know all three of the guys 
have a real passion for the 
longest form of the game and 
are looking forward to get-
ting into their red-ball work 
at the pre-tour camp in Lin-
coln this week,” Stead said.

Stead acknowledged that 
Sodhi had not been able to 
play a lot of red-ball cricket 
recently due to the demands 

of the international white-
ball schedule, but said he 
had the faith of the selectors.

“Ish has been playing inter-
national cricket for almost a 
decade now and we’re back-
ing his skills and experience. 
Looking at the current con-
ditions and style of play in 
the Pakistan and England 
Test series, we feel having 
a wrist-spinner in the team 
will be important,” he added.

Stead was full of praise for 
Phillips who he said had 
taken his white-ball game to 
new heights in the past two 
seasons.

“Glenn is clearly a very 
talented batsman and we’re 
excited to introduce him 
back into the Test squad for 
this tour. His ability to bowl 
off-spin is also a plus point 
with the prospect of turning 
pitches,” Stead said.

Stead said Tickner’s in-
clusion reflected his place 
amongst the Test bowling 
stocks in the country.

Useful knocks from 
Ravichandran Ash-
win and Kuldeep 

Yadav down the order and 
fiery spells from pacer Mo-
hammed Siraj and spinner 
Kuldeep Yadav put India in 
the driver’s seat at the end 
of day Two of the first Test 
against Bangladesh at Chat-
togram on Thursday, with 
the scoreboard reading 133/8 
for the hosts in their first in-
nings.

At the end of the day’s play, 
Mehidy Hasan Miraz (16*) 
and Ebadot Hossain (13*) 
were unbeaten for Bangla-
desh. India are in a com-
manding position with a 271-
run lead in the match. After 
tea, Bangladesh resumed 
the play at 37/2 with Zakir 
Hasan (9*) and Litton Das 
(24*). In the first 10 overs of 
the first session, Siraj struck, 
taking his wicket tally to 
three by dismissing Litton 
for 24 and Hasan for 20. 
Bangladesh were reduced 
to 56/4.

Following this, spinner 

Kuldeep Yadav started 
weaving a spin web Bangla 
Tigers could not get out of. 
He did not let his Bangladesh 
develop a long partnership, 
dismissing skipper Shakib 
Al Hasan (3), Nurul Hasan 
(16), Mushfiqur Rahim (28), 
Taijul Islam (0) with Bangla-
desh reduced to 102/8.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz and 
Ebadot Hossain made sure 

that the hosts did not lose 
any more wickets for the re-
mainder of day two.

Indian pacers struck in 
tandem to give Bangladesh 
early setbacks. Bangladesh 
were jolted on the first ball 
of their inning as Moham-
med Siraj drew first blood 
to dismiss Najmul Hossain 
Shanto. The pacer bowled a 
ripper to get an edge which a 

diving Rishab Pant pouched 
behind the stumps.

The hosts had hardly re-
covered from the first wicket 
when Umesh Yadav sent the 
stumps cartwheeling. He 
removed Yasir Ali (4) who 
looked to play away from 
his body only to drag the ball 
onto the stumps. Bangladesh 
were reduced to 5/2 inside 
the fourth over.

Litton Das looked fluent in 
his brief stay before tea as he 
played some eye-pleasing 
strokes and guided Bangla-
desh to 37/2 at the end of the 
second session on day two.

Litton Das played two 
stunning shots to Umesh 
Yadav that found the fence 
as the hosts looked to re-
build and recover from the 
early setback. Debutant Za-
kir Hasan too struck Ash-
win for two boundaries in 
the next over, accumulating 
much-needed runs.

Umesh leaked runs again 
as Litton struck three 
boundaries in one over of the 
pacer before the Bangladeshi 
pair took the team to 37/2 at 
tea.

Resuming the second ses-
sion, Ashwin got to his 13th 
test match fifty and added 92 
runs for the eighth wicket 
before India were bowled 
out for 404 in their first in-
nings. Chestehwar Pujara 
(90) top-scored for the team.

The lower order chipped in 
with commendable knocks, 
coming from the bats of Rav-
ichandran Ashwin (58) and 
Kuldeep Yadav (40).

fIrsT TesT day 2

TDG NETWORK
Chattogram  

IndIa lead by 271 runs afTer fIery 
spells from sIraj, kuldeep 

India’s Mohammad Siraj celebrates a wicket with teammates during the 2nd day of the 1st Test match 
between Bangladesh and India, at Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium, in Chattogram on Thursday. 
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Kane Williamson (left) along with Tim Southee (Centre).

England Women’s cricket team.

Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi.

Mirabai Chanu 

Indian Women’s Hockey 
Team continued their win-
ning momentum at the FIH 
Women’s Nations Cup 2022 
here in Valencia as they beat 
South Africa 2-0 in their pool 
B encounter on Wednesday. 
In their previous two match-
es, India defeated Chile 3-1 
and Japan 2-1, respectively.

With three straight wins, 
India is placed on top of pool 
B with nine points and will 
play the semifinal against 
Ireland. In pool A, hosts 
Spain lead the points table 
after two wins and a draw. 
India’s goals came from 
Deep Grace Ekka (14’) and 
Gurjit Kaur (59’). Similar to 
their previous match heroics, 
the Indian Women’s Hockey 
Team got off to an attacking 
start against South Africa. 
In the first quarter, they 
kept the ball firmly in pos-
session and frustrated the 
opponents with sublime 
passing and ball rotation. It 
was Deep Grace Ekka who 
slapped the ball inside the 
South African goal to beat 
keeper Anelle van Deventer 

after youngster Salima Tete 
earned a PC with an excellent 
run near the baseline on the 
left side of the goal.

India continued the positive 
momentum in the following 
quarter as well as they made 
several entries inside the 
South African circle. Anelle 
van Deventer had to make 
three strong saves at the start 
of the second quarter to keep 
India away from stretching 
their lead in the match. The 
Indian Women’s Hockey 
Team also earned a PC but 
they could not score the sec-
ond goal as Gurjit Kaur hit 
the ball outside the post.

The third quarter too began 
with India dominating the 
ball possession and look-
ing for cracks in the South 
African defence. Lalrem-
siami soon earned a Penalty 
Stroke for India. However, 
experienced campaigner 
Sushila Chanu Pukhrambam 
couldn’t manage to score the 
second goal of the match as 
Anelle van Deventer dived 
down her left to make an ex-
cellent save. Navneet Kaur 
also failed to put the ball in-
side the goal in the last min-
utes of the third quarter.
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DEFEAT AGAINST FRANCE

Walid Regragui, the coach 
of Morocco, said his team’s 
2-0 semifinal defeat against 
France at the World Cup 
doesn’t diminish every-
thing they accomplished to 
get there and demonstrated 
they are still competitive on a 
global scale.

The African team faced 
an injury crisis before of 
Wednesday’s pivotal en-
counter, but Regragui said 
there was no place for justi-
fications. The African team 
won their group and then 
defeated Spain and Portugal 
in the knockout rounds to 
set up the semifinal match 
against the defending cham-
pions. “We gave the maxi-
mum, that’s the most impor-

tant. We had some injuries, 
we lost [Nayef] Aguerd in 
the warm-up, [Romain] 
Saiss, [Noussair] Mazraoui 
[during the game], but there 
are no excuses. We paid for 
the slightest mistake. We 
didn’t get into the game well, 
we had too much technical 
waste in the first half, and the 
second goal kills us, but that 
doesn’t take away everything 
we did before,” stated Regra-
gui as quoted by ESPN.

Talking about how the 
team has garnered attention 
for their brilliant run in the 
World Cup, he said that the 
whole world is proud of the 
side for their honest, hard-
working football.

“We realise that we made 
a great achievement already. 
We know that the media, 
social media, and on TV, we 

saw the pictures, and we saw 
that everyone was proud of 
us in our country. I think the 
world as a whole is proud of 
this Moroccan team because 
we show great desire. We 
work hard, and we played 
honest, hard-working foot-
ball,” expressed the Moroc-
can coach.

“At a World Cup, this was 
perhaps one step too far. Not 
in terms of quality or tactics, 
but physically we came up 
short tonight. We have too 
many players who were at 
60 percent and they have 
been for a few games now. 
Today we had a lot of pos-
session and they punished 
us when we had the ball. 
Congratulations to France, 
we are going to support them 
now,” added the Morocco 
coach.

CONCEALMENT OF DEBT 

Boris Becker freed from Britain 
prison, returns to Germany
German tennis legend Boris Beck-
er has returned to his home na-
tion Germany after serving eight 
months of his prison sentence in 
Britain, informed the tennis play-
er’s lawyer on Thursday.

As per ESPN, the 55-year-old 
German, who has been living in 
Britain since 2012, was released 
on Thursday, following which, 
he travelled back to Germany. 
Becker “has thus served his 
sentence and is not subject to 
any penal restrictions in Ger-

many,” his lawyer, Christian-
Oliver Moser, said via statement. 
However, the lawyer did not re-
veal anything about his location 
in Germany.

“Any foreign national who is 
convicted of a crime and given 
a prison sentence is considered 
for deportation at the earliest op-
portunity,” the Home Office said 
in a statement earlier on Thurs-
day, while declining to comment 
directly on Becker’s case.

The six-time Grand Slam 
champion was sentenced to 30 
months of prison back in April 
for illicitly transferring a large 

amount of money and hiding 
assets following his declaration 
of being bankrupt in 2017.

He was convicted by London’s 
Southwark Crown Court on 
four charges under the Insol-
vency Act, which include re-
moval of property, concealment 
of debt and two counts of failure 
to disclose estate.

Becker rose to stardom at the 
age of 17 when he became the 
first ever unseeded player to 
win the singles title in Wimble-
don and went on to win it twice, 
before he called time on his illus-
trious career in 1999. 

Theo Hernandez and 
Randal Kolo Muani’s 
goals guided defend-

ing champions France to a 
2-0 win over Morocco in 
the semi-final being played 
here at the Al Bayt Stadium 
and set up a final clash with 
two-time champions Ar-
gentina in the FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

France started off aggres-
sively as in the fifth minute 
Antoine Griezmann’s assist 
helped Kylian Mbappe take 
a left-footed shot from the 
centre of the box but it was 
blocked.

Theo Hernandez’s left 
footed shot from the left 
side of the six yard box 
went on to hit the bottom 
left corner giving the 2018 
champions a 1-0 lead in the 
fifth minute of the match.

Morocco weren’t too far 
behind as Noussair Maz-
raoui’s assist helped Azze-
dine Ounahi’s right-footed 
attempt from outside the 
box was saved in the bot-
tom right corner.

In the 11th minute, An-
toine Griezmann tries a 
through ball, but Kylian 
Mbappe was caught offside.

In the 17th minute, Achraf 
Hakimi’s right-footed shot 
from outside the box was 
blocked coming from Selim 
Amallah’s assist. Ten min-
utes later Sofiane Boufal of 

Morocco was shown a yel-
low card for a bad foul.

In the 31st minute, Sofiane 
Boufal tried a through ball 
for Morocco but Noussair 
Mazraoui was caught off-
side.

Two minutes later Kylian 
Mbappe’s assisted Aurelien 
Tchouameni of France’s 
right-footed shot from out-
side the box was blocked.

There were numerous at-
tempts made by the defend-
ing champions France but 
they could not double their 
lead going into half-time 

with a solitary goal lead.
In the second half too 

France came with the same 
intent as in the 47th minute 
as Kylian Mbappe’s assist 
helped Jules Kounde take 
a right-footed shot from 
outside the box but it was 
blocked.

Morocco came up with 
a double attempt as in the 
53rd minute Yahya Attiat-
Allah came up with a right-
footed shot from the centre 
of the box but missed to the 
right. In the very next min-
ute Sofyan Amrabat came 

up with a right-footed shot 
from outside the box but it 
missed to the left.

In the 60th minute, Oliv-
ier Giroud tried a through 
ball, but Kylian Mbappe 
was caught offside. Nine 
minutes later Jules Kounde 
tried a through ball but 
Kylian Mbappe was again 
caught offside.

It was in the 79th min-
ute when the defending 
champions were rewarded 
as Randal Kolo Muani of 
France came up with a 
right-footed shot from very 

close range to the bottom 
right corner.

In injury time Morocco 
pressed hard but failed to 
get any success as France 
won the second semi-final 
with a convincing 2-0 mar-
gin. France will now lock 
horns against Lionel Mes-
si’s Argentina in the final.

France had much lesser 
possession of 39 per cent 
in comparison to Morocco 
who had 61 per cent while 
both teams had the same 
number of shots on target 
of three each. 

SEMI-FINAL
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FRANCE SET FOR FIFA WORLD CUP 
FINAL CLASH WITH ARGENTINA

French team celebrates after France qualifies for the FIFA World Cup 2022 finals, at Al Bayt Stadium, in Al Khor on Thursday. 

Moroccan fans celebrate during the match between France and Morocco in the semi-finals of the FIFA 
World Cup 2022, in Al Khor on Wednesday. 

SUMMIT CLASH

Any team with Messi 
totally a different 
proposition: Antoine 
Griezmann 

France’s Antoine Griez-
mann is prepared for the 
“totally different proposi-
tion” Lionel Messi poses af-
ter inspiring his side to an-
other FIFA World Cup final.

Griezmann was named 
man-of-the-match as 
reigning champions France 
stopped Morocco’s historic 
run to the semi-finals with 
a 2-0 victory, setting up a 
final against Argentina on 
Sunday. The 31-year-old 
said that France will be 
ready to defend their World 
Cup crown against Messi 
and co, revealing they will 
begin devising a gameplan 
immediately on Thursday.

“Any team with Messi in 
is a totally different propo-
sition,” Griezmann told his 
post-match press confer-
ence.

“We’ve seen practically 
all of the matches at this 

World Cup, we’ve seen Ar-
gentina play, we know how 
they play, they are a difficult 
team to play and team who 
are on top form,” he further 
added.

“Of course, there isn’t only 
Messi, they have a strong 
side around him, so we 
know it’s going to be a tough 
game. We know they are go-
ing to have a lot of support 
from the crowd. So, we go-
ing to get to work tomor-
row, talk about it, and see 
what to focus on and where 
we can hurt them and de-
fend against them. We will 
be well prepared,” said the 
French player.

Theo Hernandez and 
Randal Kolo Muani’s goals 
guide defending champi-
ons France to a 2-0 win over 
Morocco in the semi-final 
being played here at the Al 
Bayt Stadium and set up a 
final clash with two-time 
champions Argentina in 
the FIFA World Cup 2022.
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Semifinal loss doesn’t 
diminish everything we 
did before: Regragui
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QUARTERFINAL LOSS

CRISTIANO RONALDO RESUMES TRAINING AT REAL 
MADRID AMIDST SEARCH FOR NEW CLUB
Portuguese star Cristiano 
Ronaldo has resumed his 
training at his previous club’s 
training ground amidst the 
search for a new club.

The forward worked out 
by himself on Wednesday 
at Real Madrid’s Valdebe-
bas training facility as he 
gets ready to make a deci-
sion about his future. After 
Portugal’s elimination from 
the World Cup in Qatar, the 
former Madrid star is cur-
rently without a club after 
quitting Manchester United 
last month. The player made 
a second-half substitute cam-
eo in their quarterfinal loss to 
Morocco on Saturday.

Ronaldo requested permis-

sion to practise at Real Ma-
drid City on Wednesday in 
order to preserve his health, 
and the club gladly granted 
his wish. He laboured by 
himself on a different field 
from where Carlo Ancelot-
ti’s first-team Madrid play-
ers were working out as per 
ESPN.

The player with the most 
goals in Real Madrid history, 
Ronaldo has also won two 
La Liga championships and 
four Champions Leagues 
during his nine incredibly 
successful seasons with the 
team. Ronaldo spent three 
years at Juventus before be-
ing linked with a summer 
transfer back to Real Madrid. 
However, Madrid manager 
Ancelotti ruled out the move 
and the forward re-joined 

United.
His second stint at Old 

Trafford came to an end last 
month after he was released 
as a free agent following an 
inflammatory TV interview 
in which he attacked United, 
manager Erik ten Hag, and 
club administrators.

Although Ronaldo denied 
last week that an agreement 
had been reached, rumours 
have it that he will join Saudi 
Arabia’s Al Nassr in January 
in a lucrative move.

Ronaldo was benched by 
Fernando Santos in Portu-
gal’s World Cup campaign 
despite scoring one goal a 
penalty against Ghana in five 
games. Ronaldo was instru-
mental in Portugal’s lone ma-
jor trophy win, which came 
at Euro 2016. 
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Portuguese star Cristiano Ronaldo Antoine Griezmann 

German tennis legend Boris Becker


