
HoocH tragedy

congress attack 

Modi to Putin: Dialogue only 
way forward on Ukraine war

deatH toll mounts to 65; nitisH says, 
no compensation for liquor deatH 

cHina is preparing for 
war, centre Hiding it, 
claims raHul gandHi

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday spoke to 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin over phone and reit-
erated his call for dialogue 

and diplomacy “as the only 
way forward” in the ongo-
ing war between Russia and 
Ukraine. 
“In the context of the on-
going conflict in Ukraine, 
Prime Minister reiterated 
his call for dialogue and 

diplomacy as the only way 
forward,” the Prime Min-
ister’s office said in a state-
ment. During the telephonic 
conversation, PM Modi and 
Russian President Putin re-
viewed several aspects of 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Fri-
day said no compensation will be given if a 
person dies after consuming spurious liquor. 

The chief minister’s remark comes amid se-
vere criticism from the Opposition, led by the 
BJP, in the wake of the rising hooch deaths in 
the Chhapra district. “No compensation will 
be provided to people who die after consum-
ing spurious liquor. We have been appealing 
to you not to drink. If you drink, you will die. 
Those who speak against

Flagging a “clear threat from 
China” amid the ongoing 
border row, Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi on Friday 
claimed that the neighbour-
ing country is “preparing for 
war” and alleged that the 
Centre is “hiding and not 
accepting it”. 

In an apparent reference 
to the recent faceoff be-
tween the Indian and Chi-
nese soldiers in Arunachal 

Pradesh’s Tawang sector 
on 9 December, Gandhi 
said that China is making 
an “offensive preparation 
on the side of Ladakh and 
Arunachal” while the Indian 
government “is in slumber”. 
“There is a clear threat from 
China. The government is 
trying to hide it and ignore 
it. But that threat cannot be 
ignored or hidden. China is 
making offensive prepara-
tion on the side of Ladakh 
and Arunachal Pradesh. 

ncB seizes drugs 
wortH over  
rs 1 cr
MUMBAI: In a joint opera-
tion, the Mumbai NCB and 
Chennai NCB conducted 
a raid in the Ulwe area of 
Navi Mumbai on Friday 
and seized drugs worth 
more than Rs 1 Crore in the 
international market. The 
raid comes amid the rising 
cases of drug abuse and the 
problem of drug mafia in 
the state. More details are 
awaited on the matter. Last 
month, in another major 
crackdown on the drug 
trafficking cartels, NCB-
Mumbai busted syndicates 
wherein multiple drugs 
were seized and four key as-
sociates were arrested. The 
week-long drive resulted 
in the seizure of 1.2 kgs 
(3840 tablets) of Tramadol, 
10.8 kgs (13,500 tablets) of 
Nitrazepam, 19 kgs of Ganja 
and 1.150 kgs high-grade 
Hydroponic Weed.

Beijing reports 
first covid 
deatHs since 
easing of policy
BEIJING: Beijing on Friday 
reported the deaths of two 
former Chinese state media 
journalists due to Covid-19, 
the first since most pan-
demic control measures 
were lifted on 7 December, 
reported Singapore daily on 
Friday.Yang Lianghua, a for-
mer People’s Daily reporter, 
died on 15 December, aged 
74 while Zhou Zhichun, a 
former China Youth Daily 
editor, died on December 
8, aged 77, according to 
financial magazine Caixin. 
China’s national health au-
thority has not reported any 
official Covid deaths. since 
dismantling many of its 
domestic epidemic control 
policies on 7 December. 
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counter attack

roadmap BreacH of trust 

inHuman act 

BJP questions Rahul’s 
‘closeness with China’ 

Budget 2023 is for 
next 25 years:  
FM Sitharaman 

cBi registers tHree 
more cases against 
meHul cHoksi

Delhi teacher throws Class 5 Girl off balcony

After Rahul Gandhi claimed 
that China is preparing for 
war against India, the BJP 
leader Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore on Friday launched 
a scathing attack on the Con-
gress leader questioning his 
alleged “closeness” with the 
Chinese. 

Gandhi, during a press 
conference in Rajasthan, 
had flagged a “clear threat 
from China” and claimed 
that the neighbouring coun-
try is “preparing for war” 

and alleged that the Centre is 
“hiding and not accepting it”. 
“There is a clear threat from 
China. The government is 
trying to hide it and ignore 
it. But that threat cannot be 
ignored or hidden. China is 
making offensive prepara-
tion on the side of Ladakh 
and Arunachal Pradesh. 
The Indian government is 
in slumber. It doesn’t want 
to hear it. China is preparing 
for war, not for an incursion. 
If you see the pattern of their 
weapons, they are preparing 
for war. Our government is 

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Friday said 
the upcoming Budget

2023 would not only follow 
the spirit of earlier Budgets 
but set the template for tak-
ing it further for India’s next 

25 years and also chalked out 
a five -pronged agenda for 
Indian industry to partner

Government in creating a 
nation in 2047 which will 
be far more developed.
Addressing FICCI’s 95th 

annual convention and 
AGM’, Sitharaman identified

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on Friday regis-
tered three more FIRs in Mumbai against fugitive business-
man Mehul Choksi for cheating and criminal breach of trust. 

The FIRs were registered on the complaint of the Deputy 
General Manager of Punjab National Bank. The first FIR 
reads that complaint against Mehul Chinubhai Choksi, the 
Director/Promotor of the holding company 

A school teacher in Delhi’s 
Karol Bagh flung a class 5 
girl from the first floor of the 
school building on Friday, 
according to Delhi police. 
The injured girl identified 
as Vandana was immedi-
ately rushed to Bara Hindu 
Rao hospital. 

According to the police 
reports, the teacher first hit 
the girl student with small 
paper-cutting scissors and 
then threw the child from 
the first-floor classroom. 
The injured girl is now out of 
danger as stated by a doctor. 

Meanwhile, the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
suspended the teacher. The 
teacher, Geeta Deshwal has 

been detained and a case is 
being prepared on the eye-
witness’s statement. 
“The teacher has been de-
tained by police. The MCD 
has also suspended her 
with immediate effect. Fur-
ther investigation is being 
conducted by the depart-
ment,” the MCD officials 
said. 

A senior MCD official said 

that further investigation 
is being conducted by the 
department. “All necessary 
tests including CT Scan has 
been done. All the tests and 
scan reports are normal 
and the child is safe and 
stable and responding well. 
MCD will bear all expendi-
tures on the treatment of the 
child,” the MCD officials 
said. 
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statesmanlike

Tuning in 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah attended the closing 
ceremony of Kashi-Tamil Sangamam programme 

as the chief guest, in Varanasi on Friday. ANi

India on Friday slammed 
Pakistan Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto 

Zardari for his “uncivilised 
outburst” at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Bilawal Bhutto had said: 
“Osama bin Laden is dead, 
but the butcher of Gujarat 
lives and he is the Prime 
Minister of India.” He was 
reacting to Foreign Min-
ister S Jaishankar calling 
Pakistan the “epicentre of 
terrorism” in a powerful 
takedown. 

In response to media que-
ries on Bilawal’s remarks, 

the official spokesperson 
for the MEA, Arindam Bag-
chi, said, “These comments 
are a new low, even for Pak-
istan. Pakistan foreign min-
ister’s frustration would 
be better directed towards 
the masterminds of terror-
ist enterprises in his own 
country, who have made 
terrorism a part of their 
state policy. Pakistan needs 
to change its own mindset 
or remain a pariah.”  

“We wish that Pak FM 
would have listened more 
sincerely yesterday at the 
UNSC to the testimony of 
Anjali Kulthe, a Mumbai 
nurse who saved the lives of 
20 pregnant women from 

the bullets of the Pak ter-
rorist Ajmal Kasab. Clearly, 
their FM was more interest-
ed in whitewashing Paki-
stan’s role,” said Bagchi. 

He further said that for-
eign minister of Pakistan 
has “obviously forgotten 
this day in 1971, which was 
a direct result of the geno-
cide unleashed by Pakistani 
rulers against ethnic Ben-
galis and Hindus”. 

“Unfortunately, Paki-
stan does not seem to have 
changed much in the treat-
ment of its minorities. It 
certainly lacks credentials 
to cast aspersions at the 
Mother of Democracy,” 
added the MEA spokesper-

son. 
As recent conferences and 

events have demonstrated, 
counter-terrorism remains 
high on Pakistan’s global 
agenda, he said, adding 
that its indisputable role in 
sponsoring, harbouring, 
and actively financing ter-
rorist and terrorist organ-
isations remains under the 
scanner. 

“Pakistan FM’s unci-
vilised outburst seems to 
be a result of Pakistan’s 
increasing inability to use 
terrorists and their prox-
ies,” Bagchi said. “Cities like 
New York, Mumbai, Pulwa-
ma, Pathankot and London 
are among the many that 

bear the scars of Pakistan-
sponsored, supported and 
instigated terrorism. This 
violence has emanated 
from their Special Terror-
ist Zones and exported to all 
parts of the world. ‘Make in 
Pakistan’ terrorism has to 
stop,” he added.

He also stated that Paki-
stan is a country that glo-
rifies Osama bin Laden as 
a martyr and shelters ter-
rorists like Lakhvi, Hafiz 
Saeed, Masood Azhar, Sajid 
Mir and Dawood Ibrahim. 

“No other country can 
boast having 126 UN-des-
ignated terrorists and 27 
UN-designated terrorist en-
tities!” Bagchi added.

‘new low, even for pak’: india 
slams Bilawal’s comment on pm

uncivilized 
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  Bilwal Bhutto on Thursday blamed Prime Minister for Gujarat riots 
  India reacts terming Bilawal’s remarks as ‘uncivilised outburst’ 

sHraddHa’s fatHer meets top cop, 
seeks info on pending plaint

Saket Court to hear Aaftab’s bail 
plea on 17 December 
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sHraddHa 
murder case

Father of Shraddha Walkar, who was mur-
dered by her live-in partner and butchered 
into pieces, Vikas Walkar, met Mumbai Po-
lice Commissioner Madhukar Pandey on 
Friday and said that he has filed a plea on 
his daughter’s 2020 pending complaint. 

“I wanted some information regarding 
the complaint filed by my daughter in 
2020. So, I have filed a plea for the same. 
That might be useful for the case in the fu-
ture. I have also complained about Aaftab’s 
family to the police commissioner. Aftab’s 

family had all the information still did not 
say anything.” said Vikas Walkar. He also 
said, “Yes, I have been told that the DNA 
samples (his own with that of the bones 
that were recovered) have matched. Let’s 
see what happens.” 

Shraddha Walkar murder case accused 
Aaftab Poonawala on Friday moved an ap-
plication in Delhi’s Saket Court seeking bail, 
which the court is likely to hear on Saturday. 

Poonawala, who has been arrested based 
on his confession of killing Walkar and 
chopping her body into 35 pieces to dis-
pose it of, was arrested last month and is 
currently lodged in Tihar jail. 

On 9 December, he was produced before 
a court via video conferencing and his ju-
dicial custody was further extended by 14 
days. Some of the remains of the body parts 
recovered from forests in Mehrauli and Gu-
rugram belonged to Walkar, the Delhi Police 
confirmed on Thursday. Special Commis-
sioner of Police Law and Order, Delhi, Sagar 
Preet Hooda in a conversation with news 
agency said that they have received the DNA 
and polygraph test reports from Central Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory (CFSL). 

HoocH tragedy in siwan 
and Begusarai, 6 dead 
SIWAN: Days after the hooch tragedy in 
Bihar’s Chhapra claimed over 65 lives, at 
least 5 people died after allegedly consum-
ing spurious liquor in the adjoining Siwan 
district in the state. 

All five deceased are residents of Brahst-
han and Sondhani villages of Bhagwanpur 
Police Station area. According to sources, 
the death toll is expected to rise. Angry 
family members of the deceased P5
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From South 

No country can beat India on 
digital and information tech-
nology because the country 
has the largest number of 
youth, said the former chief 
minister of Andhra Pradesh 
and national president of the 
Telugu Desam Party (TDP) 
Chandrababu Naidu here 
on Friday. Addressing the 
valedictory function of the 
20th anniversary of the In-
dian School of Business (ISB), 

Chandarbabu said “India is 
going to become number one 
on the global economy. Things 
are happening across the 
globe only becawuse of the In-
dians, particularly the youth. 
Indians are wealth creators 
globally and things are hap-
pening positively in the world 
only because of Indians and 
because of the youth,” Chan-
drababu said and stated that 
of the total number of Indians 
migrated to various countries 
for either employment or as 
entrepreneurs, 30 per cent of 

them are Telugus.
The elite gathering for the 

meeting was drawn from 
across the globe, alumni of 
the ISB and the faculty both 
in service and retired. The 
meeting was chaired by the 
founder dean of the ISB, Dr 
Pramanth Raj Sinha, while 
Chandrababu was the chief 
guest. The first passed out 
batch of the ISB who are now 
either employed in India or 
abroad while some turned 
into entrepreneurs, too were 
present at the meeting.

India stands atop in IT, digital 
tech: Chandrababu Naidu 
Madhu SharMa 
NEW DELHI

praiSe 

Chinese delegate Hanwen 
Tang today lauded the agen-
da made by India at the De-
velopment Working Group 
(DWG) meeting under its 
G20 Presidency. Hanwen 
Tang called India’s agenda 
“very comprehensive” 
which he stressed covered 
many issues that developing 
nations need right now. 

Speaking to news agen-
cy, Hanwen Tang said, “It 

(DWG Meeting ) was very 
satisfactory, the agenda 
made by India was very 
comprehensive , it covered 

many issues that develop-
ing countries need right 
now. “He called G20 a “great 
opportunity” for India to 

showcase its achievements. 
“I think G20 is a great op-
portunity to show how 
much India has achieved so 
the whole world will see that 
India is a great country and 
we need more co operations 
under G20,” Hanwen Tang 
said. 

Hanwen Tang stated that 
India and China accounts 
for one-third of the popula-
tion across the world. He 
stressed that India and Chi-
na can achieve a lot for devel-
oping nations and the world.

at G20 dcw meet, chineSe deleGate termS 
india’S aGenda ‘very comprehenSive’
TdG NETWOrK
MuMbaI

Delhi Police has arrested a man for allegedly killing his broth-
er and attempting to dispose off his body in the national capi-
tal’s Mangolpuri area. 

The 26-year-old man, Lalit Kumar on Wednesday walked 
into a police station in the early hours of Wednesday and 
confessed to killing his brother identified as Jaikishan alias 
Jaichand, 23 and disposing off his body with the help of their 
father, police said on Thursday. “On December 14 at about 
2.15 am, one Lalit Kumar came to police station Mangolpuri 
and disclosed that he murdered his brother Jaikishan alias 
Jaichand, son of Omparkash residing in Mangolpuri and of-
fered to locate the body which he had thrown in a park near 
his house,” Police said. 

According to Lalit, his brother was a drug addict and used 
to frequently pick up quarrels with family members over 
money. After noting Lalit’s confession, the Station House 
Officer (SHO) of Mangolpuri police staton rushed to the spot 
with a team and found Jaikishan’s body wrapped in a plastic 
sheet near Lalit’s house. 

The BJP has con-
demned as “highly 
shameful and deroga-

tory” remarks of the Pakistan 
Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
has decided to hold nation-
wide protests on Saturday. 
According to BJP, the protests 
will be held in all the state 
capitals across the country. 
“BJP karyakartas will burn 
the effigy of Pakistan and 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
and will strongly condemn 
the shameful statement of 
Pakistani Foreign Minister,” 

the party said in a statement. 
The party further said that 
the Pakistani foreign minis-
ter’s remark is highly deroga-
tory, defamatory and full of 
cowardice which has been 
given just to remain in pow-
er and save the government. 
“The statement is also aimed 
at misleading the world 
and divert global attention 
from Pakistan’s collapsing 
economy, lawlessness and 
anarchy in Pakistan, sim-
mering differences in the 
Pakistani army, its deterio-
rating global relations and 
the fact that Pakistan has 
become the major sanctuary 
for terrorists. What more can 
be expected from Pakistan’s 

foreign minister which re-
flects his and his govern-
ment’s desperation and 
mental bankruptcy,” it said. 
BJP workers staged protest 
on Friday against Pakistan 
Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari over his 
statement on PM Naren-
dra Modi outside Pakistan 
High Commission in Delhi. 
The BJP said that India’s 
foreign policy is being ap-
preciated globally, while 
Pakistan is facing backlash 
from even smaller nations. 
“On one hand we have our 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi under whose leader-
ship India has left its indel-
ible mark on various global 

fora, and on the other hand, 
we have Pakistan which has 
faced ridicule and insult on 
various international plat-
forms. On one hand, India’s 
foreign policy is being ap-
preciated globally, while on 
the other hand, Pakistan is 
facing backlash from even 
smaller nations,” the BJP 
said.

The party said that ev-
eryone saw how even the 
Pakistani students were 
rescued during the rescue 
mission carried out during 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
which was carried out under 
the guidance of PM Modi. 
It said that Pakistan’s for-
eign minister Bilawal 

Bhutto’s statement against 
Prime Minister  Modi 
is highly condemnable 
and totally uncalled for. 
“The kind of language Bi-
lawal Bhutto has used is ex-
tremely reprehensible which 
does not reflect the true spir-
it of statesmanship and also 
crosses the limit of decency 
in public life. Does Bilawal 
Bhutto even have the stature 
to comment about our Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi ji 
who is a true statesman and 
a highly respected global 
leader! This demeaning 
statement of Bilawal Bhutto 
had further lowered the im-
age of Pakistan on the global 
platform,” it added.

counter attack 

Bilwal comment: BJp to hold 
nationwide proteStS today 
TDG NETWORK
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Members of an outfit protest against the movie 'Pathan'.

The National Investigation 
Agency has arrested anoth-
er accused in connection 
with a criminal conspiracy 
by the PFI to carry out ter-
ror activities in the country, 
an official said on Friday. 

The accused has been 
identified as Umar Sheriff 
alias Umar Juice, a resident 
of Tamil Nadu’s Madurai. 
According to the NIA offi-
cials, Umar was arrested on 
December 14 for conspiring 
and indulging in unlawful 

activities, such as creating 
enmity among different 
groups on grounds of reli-
gion and carrying out ac-
tivities prejudicial to com-
munal harmony with the 
intention to disrupt public 
peace and tranquillity and 
cause disaffection against 
India. 

“Investigations have re-
vealed that the arrested ac-
cused Umar Sheriff had to 
organise several physical 
training courses, classes, 
and demonstrations with 
deadly weapons to the 
cadres of Popular Front 

of India (PFI) in Madurai 
to achieve the objective of 
PFI,” NIA officials said. 

Swords, spears, kattari, 
curled blades (Surul), metal 
chains, shields, nunchakus 
and knives were recovered 
from the possession of  
the accused, informed the 
NIA.

“NIA conducted searches 
in the premises of arrested 
accused persons in differ-
ent locations all over Tamil 
Nadu and many incrimi-
nating documents and ar-
ticles, and digital devices 
were seized,” it said. 

pFi caSe 

NIA searches multiple 
locations in Tamil Nadu 

a delegate of China attends the G20 development Working Group 
meeting, in Mumbai on Thursday.

GrueSome 

delhi man killS 
Brother, Father 
helpS to dump Body

unruly? ‘pathan’ chaoS 

‘Pathaan’ protests reach SRK’s 
shooting in Jabalpur

War of words between BJP, 
TMC over ‘saffron’ outfit

The heat of protest against 
Shah Rukh Khan starrer 
‘Pathaan’ now seems af-
fecting the shooting of his 
upcoming movie ‘Return 
Ticket’ in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Jabalpur district. 

The activists of Bajrang 
Dal and Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP) staged a 
protest against the shooting 
of Shah Rukh Khan starrer 
‘Return Ticket’ at Panch-
vati in Jabalpur district of 
Madhya Pradesh on Friday. 
Three places of Bhedaghat 
in the district have been 
selected for the shooting of 
the film Return Ticket. The 
shooting started at Bhed-
aghat this morning, but as 
soon as the activists of Ba-
jrang Dal and VHP came 
to know, they reached Pan-

chvati and started opposing 
the shooting. 

The police reached the 
spot and tried to convince 
the activist but they did not 
listen and sat on dharna 
outside Panchavati. 

Activist Sumit Singh 
Thakur said, “We have 
staged a protest that the 

way our ‘Saffron’ colour 
has been insulted in the 
Pathan movie, we will not 
allow the shooting of such 
actors and filmmakers here. 
The shooting of the movie 
at Bhedaghat should be 
stopped immediately. We 
have also requested the col-
lector to think before giving 

permission for the shoot-
ing that insults our Sanatan 
Dharma.” 

“We have recited Hanu-
man Chalisa for purifica-
tion of the land. We will 
purify the land with Gau-
Mutra after the shooting,” 
he added. 

City Superintendent of Po-
lice (CSP) Priyanka Shukla 
said, “A shooting of Shah 
Rukh Khan’s movie is going 
on at Bhedaghat after taking 
permission from collector’s 
office. The activists of Ba-
jrang Dal and VHP submits 
a memo to Tehsildar to stop 
the shooting. 

“The shooting of the mov-
ie is going on with statutory 
permission and the memo-
randum submitted by the 
activists has been sent to se-
nior officials. Further action 
will be taken accordingly,” 
she added.

War of words has bro-
ken out between the BJP 
and TMC on Twitter over 
the “saffron” colour after 
Mamata Banerjee’s party 
leader Riju Dutta shared 
a purported old video of 
Union Minister Smriti Irani 
wherein she is seen walking 
at ‘Femina Miss India 1998’ 
show with the saffron co-
loured clothes. 

TMC leader Riju Dutta 
shared the video of the 
Union Minister, who was 
then an actor, in response 
to a tweet by BJP leader 
Amit Malviya who lauded 
singer Arijit Singh for sing-
ing a song which mentioned 
“gerua” (saffron) in its lyrics 
at the Kolkata Film Festival. 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee was also present on 
the occasion.  

“At the Kolkata Film Festi-
val, Mamata Banerjee asked 
Arijit Singh to sing one of 
his favourites and he chose 

rNg de tuu mohe geruaa... 
It was an evening of realisa-
tions. From Mr Bachchan 
to Arijit, who reminded 
Mamata Banerjee, in her 
backyard, that the future of 
Bengal is saffron...” Malviya 
had tweeted.

In response to his tweet, 
Dutta shared Irani’s old 
purported video and wrote 
“rNg de tuu mohe geruaa”. 

Reacting to Dutta’s tweet, 
BJP MP Locket Chatterjee 
slammed Mamata for “ap-
pointing such misogynist 
men” as the party’s spokes-
person accusing him of hav-
ing “no respect” for women. 

“Shame on Mamata Ba-
nerjee for appointing such 
misogynist men as TMC’s 
national spokesperson. He 
has no respect for women 
and the choices they make 
in life. They resent success-
ful women and their rise. 
Men like him are respon-
sible for rising crime against 
women,” she tweeted. 

Dutta lashed out at Chat-
terjee and accused her of 

having “partial blindness” 
over the ongoing row over 
the latest song of Shahrukh 
Khan’s upcoming movie 
‘Pathan’ in which actor 
Deepika Padukone is seen 
wearing saffron cloth. 

“Oh! Plz have a Life Mad-
am...First, Stop acting like 
Saffron is your Party’s Pater-
nal Property. Second, when 
other women like Deepika 
Padukone wears saffron the 
u lot have tremors but when 
Smriti Irani does, u lot have 
partial blindness. Hypo-
crites!!” Dutta retorted. 

‘Besharam Rang’ was 
dropped online on Decem-
ber 12, and soon it became 
the talk of the town. While 
several liked the peppy 
track, there’re also who 
found ‘Besharam Rang’ ob-
jectionable over the use of 
saffron and green costumes. 
A slew of activists in Indore 
even staged a protest against 
Pathaan and Besharam 
Rang song and set effigies 
of Deepika and Shah Rukh 
on fire. 

parliament SeSSion 

Steps taken by Centre to reduce 
reliance on import: Govt in RS 

The government on Friday 
said that it has taken sev-
eral steps to reduce import 
reliance so as to curb the 
trade deficit.

Replying to a series of 
questions put by Mem-
ber of Parliament, Rajya 
Sabha, Kartikeya Sharma, 
Minister of State for Com-
merce and Industry Anu-
priya Patel in a written 
reply said:  “Some of the 
steps include creating/en-
hancing of domestic capac-
ity, incentivising domestic 
manufacturing through 
Production-Linked Incen-
tive (PLI) schemes, phased 

manufacturing plans, 
timely use of trade remedy 
options, adoption of man-
datory technical standards, 
enforcement of free trade 
agreement (FTA) Rules of 
Origin (RoO) and the devel-
opment of import monitor-
ing system”. 

Some of the changes in-
clude Foreign Trade Policy 
(2015-20) extended up to 
March 31, 2023, interest 
equalisation scheme on pre 
and post shipment rupee 
export credit has also been 
extended upto 31-03-2024 
and assistance provided 
through several schemes to 
promote exports, namely, 
Trade Infrastructure for 
Export Scheme (TIES) and 

Market Access Initiatives 
(MAI) Scheme, according 
to a ministry statement.

Other include rebate of 
state and central levies and 
taxes (RoSCTL) scheme to 
promote labour-oriented 
textile export has been 
implemented since March 
7, 2019, remission of du-
ties and taxes on export-
ed products (RoDTEP) 
scheme has been imple-
mented since January 1, 
2021, the launch of Com-
mon Digital Platform for 
certificate of origin to facili-
tate trade and increase Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) 
utilisation by exporters.

The ministry also said 
12 champion services sec-

tors have been identified 
for promoting and diver-
sifying services exports by 
pursuing specific action 
plans.

Districts as export hubs 
has been launched by 
identifying products with 
export potential in each 
district, addressing bottle-
necks for exporting these 
products and supporting 
local exporters or manufac-
turers to generate employ-
ment in the district, accord-
ing to the statement.

It also mentioned the ac-
tive role of Indian missions 
abroad towards promot-
ing India’s trade, tourism, 
technology and investment 
goals has been enhanced.
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added 
reSponSiBility 
For kanhaiya
It has been almost a year 
since Kanhaiya Kumar, a 
student leader from the 
CpI, joined the Congress. 
Yet, he has not been 
assigned any organisa-
tional position within 
the party. recently, for 
once, he appeared at the 
aICC headquarters as 
the spokesperson for the 
bharat Jodo Yatra. He 
was also seen walking 
with rahul Gandhi in the 
bharat Jodo Yatra. He 
also organised a meeting 
with some CpI activists, 
who met rahul during 
the yatra. Now specula-
tion is rife that after the 
plenary session of the 
aICC, Kanhaiya may get 
an important position in 
the party. It is also being 
speculated that he may 
be given Youth Congress 
responsibility as the 
present IYC Chief, b.V. 
Srinivas, may contest in 
the upcoming assembly 
poll in Karnataka. Kan-
haiya may be inducted 
into the IYC at that time. 

vaJpayee’S 
Biopic in the 
makinG 
ahead of the Lok Sabha 
polls in 2024, the bJp 
is planning to release a 
film on the life of former 
prime Minister atal 
bihari Vajpayee on the 
silver screen to gar-
ner public support. an 
adaptation of ulekh Np’s 
book “untold Vajpayee—
politician and paradox”, 
the film is titled ‘Main 
rahoon Ya Na rahoon 
Yeh Desh rehna Cha-
hiye—atal” and is likely 
to release at the end of 
2023. the release may 
coincide with the 99th 
birth anniversary of Va-
jpayee, who was awarded 
the bharat ratna by the 
present NDa govern-
ment led by Narendra 
Modi. the prime Minister 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment designated atal 
bihari Vajpayee’s birth 
anniversary as “Good 
Governance Day” in 
2014, the first year of 
NDa rule. 

GuJarat model 
in mp? 
a recent experiment 
undertaken by the bJp 
leadership for the Guja-
rat assembly poll yielded 
a spectacular result for 
the party in the political 
history of the state. the 
bJp’s winning strategy 
was to withdraw more 
than forty sitting legisla-
tors from the race. the 
decision taken by prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Home Minister amit 
Shah did not create 
any rebellion, unlike in 
Himachal, where rebels 
refused to withdraw 
from the contest. 
before that, the whole 
Gujarat cabinet was 
reshuffled and a new 
set of ministers were 
inducted. the word is 
going around in the state 
of Madhya pradesh, 
which is scheduled to go 
to polls next year, is that 
the party high command 
may implement the 
“Gujarat formula’ in the 
state.

on the radar

Gautam lahiri
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Disagreeing with the 
current collegium 
system, RJD mem-

ber of parliament from Ra-
jya Sabha Manoj Jha said 
that with the new changes, 
the government needs to 
bring the Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission (NJAC) 
bill. Manoj Jha said that the 
National Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission (NJAC) 
bill needs to be made in line 
with the Constitution so that 

the participation of all sec-
tions of society is ensured in 

judicial appointments.
Jha also questioned the 

NJAC bill brought by the 
central government in 2014, 
rejecting the existing colle-
gium system and said that 
there was no provision for 
reservation for Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and 
Backward Classes in NJAC.

There has been a tussle 
between the central govern-
ment and the judiciary since 
2014 regarding the collegium 
system.

On 8 December, Minister 
of Law Kiren Rijiju said that 
there is no such proposal to 
reintroduce the NJAC. 

The Union Government on 
Friday categorically said it 
does not have any plan to 
bring a separate law to regu-
late the digital media. “The 
government is not consider-
ing any such law,” Minister 
of State for Electronics and 
Information Technology 
Rajeev Chandrasekhar on 
Friday said in a written reply 
to Rajya Sabha. The written 
submission was made in 
response to a series of que-
ries of member Kartikeya 
Sharma. 

Stating that the present 
laws under Information 
Technology (Intermediary 
Guidelines and Digital Me-
dia Ethics Code) Rules, 202 
are adequate to regulate the 
digital media, the minister 
said, “These rules cast spe-
cific obligation on interme-
diaries to observe diligence 
and provide that if they fail to 
observe such diligence, they 
shall no longer be exempt 
from their liability under law 
for third-party information 
or data or communication  
link hosted by them.”

Replying to questions by 
MP Kartikeya Sharma that 

what measures the govern-
ment has taken to regulate 
digital media and also steps 
taken against social media 
violating national interest, 
the minister in a written 
reply said, the rules are ad-
equate, and elaborately laid 
to keep a close eyes on the 
digital media. The Minister 
clarified the rules at length. 
They are: 

Not to publish, transmit or 
store any information that 
threaten unity, integrity or 
sovereignty of India. 

Not to publish, transmit 
item which is unlawful and 
prohibited by law security 

of the State, public order or 
contempt of court. 

Platforms to provide in-
formation to the concerned 
authority in case of investi-
gation and prosecution for 
cyber security incidents. 

An intermediary having 
more than 50 lakh registered 
users in India will have to 
appoint Chief Compliance 
Officer and a nodal contact 
person for round the clock 
coordination with enforce-
ment agencies. 

Such intermediaries also 
must have a Resident Griev-
ance Officer, publishing 
monthly compliance reports. 

JUDICIAL SYSTEM 

REGULATION 

REMEMBERING NIRBHAYA

LABOUR FORCE

DEMAND GROwS FOR NJAC: 
‘NEED TO CHANGE COLLEGIUM’

Not planning separate laws to regulate 
digital media: Rajeev Chandrasekhar 

DCW urges discussion on 
women safety in Parliament 

UNEMpLOYMENT RATES ABOvE 15 DECLINING: 
UNION MINISTRY 
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Manoj Jha 

Delhi Commission for Wom-
en chief Swati Maliwal wrote 
to Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla and Rajya Sabha Chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar, 
urging them to suspend the 
day’s parliamentary busi-
ness to discuss women’s 
safety issues on Friday, 

which marks 10 years since 
the Nirbhaya gang rape case.

“As you may be aware, to-
day is the tenth anniversary 
of Nirbhaya. She was gang 
raped brutally in December 
2012 and was subjected to 
the most horrific atrocities 
by the rapists. The incident 
shook the conscience of the 
country, which witnessed 
unprecedented protests that 

ultimately led to several legal 
reforms. However, 10 years 
have passed since the grue-
some incident, and crimes 
against women and girls are 
only increasing in the coun-
try,” read the letter.

The DCW chief also high-
lighted the statistics and re-
cent incidents. She stressed 
that the problem of increas-
ing crimes against women.

The Ministry of Labour and 
Employment on Friday said 
that the unemployment 
rate aged over 15 showed a 
declining trend in both ru-
ral and urban areas for the 
last few years. The ministry 

said it in a written reply to 
queries of the Rajya Sabha 
member Kartikeya Shar-
ma. 

The data was collected 
through Periodic Labour 
Force Survey (PLFS), con-
ducted by the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI) 

since 2017-18. The survey 
period is July to June of the 
next year. As per the lat-
est available Annual PLFS 
report, the estimated Un-
employment Rate (UR) on 
usual status for persons of 
age 15years and above dur-
ing 2018-19 to 2020-21 is as 
follows:

CAN’T SAY

iTV Network conducted a ‘Mood of the nation’ survey on 2024 general 
elections. The survey was conducted from 12 to 15  December on a 
sample size of 2800 people, including 2482 males and 318 females. 

Will the BJP be at a loss if the opposition unites against 
Narendra Modi in 2024?

If the opposition front is formed without the Congress, will it 
benefit?

Can the opposition project Nitish Kumar as the face of 
the Prime Minister?

Will the Congress accept the leader of any other party in the 
opposition other than Rahul Gandhi as the Prime Minister?

Do you think that the opposition will be able to unite against 
Narendra Modi in 2024?
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CAN’T SAY
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35.57%
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2024 RACE: NATION pICkS RAHUL OvER 
NITISH AS THE FACE OF OppOSITION

IN THE COURTS
SC pROTECTS INDORE laW 
COllEGE’S pRINCIpal fROm 
aRREST
The Supreme Court granted protection from arrest 
to Dr inamur Rahman, the Principal and Professor 
of the Government New law College in indore, who 
was seeking bail in a case against him for allegedly 
inciting enmity and hatred. A bench of Chief Justice 
of india D.Y. Chandrachud and Justice P.S. Narasim-
ha granted relief from arrest to Dr Rahman for three 
weeks and posted the matter for hearing in January. 
The case was mentioned in the morning for an 
urgent hearing before the CJi, and he agreed to hear 
it. On 2 December, Bhawarkuwan police arrested Dr 
Rahman, Dr Mirza Mozia, Dr Farhat Khan, author of 
“Collective Violence and the Criminal Justice Sys-
tem,” and its publisher, based on a complaint.

allahabaD hC SENTENCES 
43 COpS TO SEvEN yEaRS IN 
pRISON
in a major development in the Pilbhit encounter 
case, the Allahabad high Court convicted all 43 
policemen involved in the case. The high Court 
sentenced all the culprits to seven years of rigor-
ous imprisonment under iPC 304 with a fine of Rs 
10,000, setting off a trial court’s ruling of life im-
prisonment for the appellants. The case pertains to 
the killings of 10 Sikhs for their alleged involvement 
in Khalistani activities. The court of Justice Ramesh 
Singh and Justice Saroj Yadav sentenced all 43 
policemen of the Uttar Pradesh Police involved 
in the fake encounter. On the intervening night of 
July 12-13, 1991, three incidents at three different 
places, took place.

‘TaKE DECISION ON  
COmpENSaTION  aNNOuNCEmENT 
Of 1 CR fOR pOlICE CONSTablE’
The Delhi high Court has recently directed the 
Delhi government to take a decision on the release 
of Rs 1 crore in compensation to the kin of a Delhi 
Police Constable who died on duty during the first 
wave of Covid-19. The high Court has directed to 
place the matter be placed before the group of 
ministers. The high Court passed the order on the 
petition moved by the widow of the deceased police 
personnel, Amit Kumar. Justice Prathiba M. Singh, 
while deciding the petition, said that the respon-
dents ought not to resile from the clear announce-
ment made for ex-gratia payment. “in view of the 
aforementioned facts, the compensation due to the 
petitioner can no longer be delayed.

‘STaTE Of affaIRS  
appallING’: DElhI hC ON EWS 
aDmISSION TO pRIvaTE SChOOlS
Delhi high Court on Friday raised concerns over 
the admission status of students belonging to 
economically weaker Sections (ewS) to private 
schools, labelling the state of affairs as “appalling, 
anguishing and agonising”. “These children have 
committed no other crime other than being born 
in poverty. This court’s conscience is laden with the 
woes of the poor children and their parents. The 
state of affairs is appalling, anguishing and agoniz-
ing. it is a travesty of justice and an utter failure on 
the part of the state in its duties of a welfare state,” 
the court said. The high court took a serious view 
while deciding on 39 petitions moved by students 
and their parents,

UNeMPloyMeNtRate(UR)(IN%)

Rural
Years Male Female Total

2018-19 5.5 3.5 5.0

2019-20 4.5 2.6 3.9

2020-21 3.8 2.1 3.3
Urban

Years Male Female Total

2018-19 7.0 9.8 7.6

2019-20 6.4 8.9 6.9

2020-21 6.1 8.6 6.7

Allindia

Years Male Female Total

2018-19 6.0 5.1 5.8

2019-20 5.0 4.2 4.8
2020-21 4.5 3.5 4.2
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A lawyer on Friday men-
tioned a plea seeking equal-
ity of marriage under the 
Special Marriage Act before 
the Supreme Court.
Advocate Shadan Farasat 
mentioned his plea before 
a bench led by Chief Justice 
D.Y. Chandrachud.
stated that the matter would 
be heard alongside the 
other petitions when the 
court reopened after the 
winter break.
earlier, two same-sex cou-
ples moved the top court, 
seeking legal recognition 
of their marriage under the 
Special Marriage Act. An-
other plea was also sought 
for a transfer of the petition 
from the Delhi high Court to 
the apex court and has been 
pending for consideration.
The Supreme Court agreed 
to examine two separate 
petitions seeking legal 
recognition of same-sex 
marriage.

RIGHT TO MARRY 

‘EqUALITY OF 
MARRIAGE’ : 
pLEA FILED IN 
DELHI HC
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi
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top of the day

SEvEN HELD FOR 
SMUGGLING RED 
SANDALwOOD 
wORTH RS 46 
LAkH 
TiRUPATi: As many as 
seven persons were 
arrested on Friday for al-
legedly smuggling 30 red 
sandalwood logs, worth Rs 
46 lakh. The arrests were 
made during multiple 
raids in Tirupati, it added. 
The accused were illegally 
transporting red sandal-
wood logs to Tamil Nadu 
from Andhra Pradesh, the 
police further informed. 
According to sources, a 
raid was carried out near 
Sai Kada Gutta of Yar-
ravari Palem Yalamanda 
village by circle inspector, 
Tirupati rural, Tulseeram, 
Bhakarapet Si Prakash 
and Yarravari Palem SAi 
Venkateswarlu. The police 
personnel tracked down 
culprits while they were 
smuggling red sandal-
wood logs and caught 
them in the act, sources 
informed, adding that 
a truck ferrying 30 red 
sandalwood logs was 
impounded. 

kASHMIRI 
pROFESSOR 
NOMINATED FOR 
SERICULTURE IN 
EGYpT 
SRiNAGAR: Assistant Pro-
fessor Khurshid Ahmed 
Dar of Sher-e-Kashmir 
University of Agricultural 
Sciences and Technology 
(SKUAST) has been nomi-
nated as the signature 
consultant for silk produc-
tion in the deserts of egypt. 
egypt-based Al-Salahiya 
Agriculture Company and 
its european investment 
partner ‘Netherlands 
eliasin’ are keen to hire 
Khurshid Ahmed Dar for 
silk production, introduc-
tion and infrastructure 
development in the desert 
country. 

NIA 
CHARGESHEETS 
11 ARRESTED 
ACCUSED IN 
AMRAvATI kILLING                    
New Delhi: The National 
investigation Agency (NiA) 
on Friday filed a charge 
sheet against 11 arrested 
accused in connection 
with the ‘barbaric’ killing 
of Maharashtra’s Amra-
vati-based pharmacist 
Umesh Kolhe. Those 
named in the chargesheet 
are Mubashir Ahmed, 
Shahrukh, Abdul Tausheef 
Sheikh, Mohd Shoeb, Atib 
Rashid, Yusuf Khan, irfan 
Khan, Abdul Arbaz, Mus-
feeq Ahmed, Sheikh Sha-
keel and Shahim Ahmed. 
The case was initially 
registered on 22 June at 
City Kotwali Police Station 
in Maharashtra’s Amravati 
district and re-registered 
by the NiA on 2 July. 

INDIA’S ExpORTS 
GREw 0.6 pC IN 
NOvEMBER
New Delhi: india’s 
exports saw a marginal 
growth of 0.6% to USD 
32 billion in November, 
according to the data re-
leased by the government. 
exports of the country 
stood at $31.8 billion 
in November last year. 
imports rose 5.4% to USD 
55. 9 billion in November 
as compared to $53 bil-
lion in the corresponding 
month a year ago, the 
data showed. Trade deficit 
widened to $23. 9 billion 
during November month. 
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IN HARYANA

ABSCONDER ARRESTED

Development and Panchayat 
Minister, Devender Babli said 
that all the public representa-
tives of Panchayati Raj In-
stitutions should work with 
the vision of development 
by vowing social service; 
only then the development 
of the villages would be pos-
sible. “Together we have to 
strengthen the basic facilities 

in the villages and for this, 
all panches, sarpanches, Zila 
Parishad members and Pan-
chayat Samiti members will 
have to cooperate with the 
government,” he added. De-
vender Babli was addressing 
at the ‘Jan Pratinidhi Samwad 
program’ on Friday.

Congratulating the elected 
public representatives, Sh. 
Devender Babli said that 
the public has entrusted the 

responsibility to all the rep-
resentatives with full faith. 
He hoped that the elected 
representatives would work 
honestly to provide facilities 
in their respective areas. “The 
facilities and schemes like 
cities are being taken to the 
villages and the day is not far 
when the people from the cit-
ies will come and settle in the 
villages,” he added.

Like cities, waste manage-

ment system will be imple-
mented in villages Babli said 
that the state government is 
planning to implement the 
work of waste management in 
villages on the lines of cities. In 
this regard, preparations are 
being made to give tenders 
at the block level. “This will 
bring a big change in the vil-
lages. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had started the 
Swachh Bharat Mission.

The Punjab Vigilance Bureau 
informed on Friday that it had 
arrested an absconder, identi-
fied as Pankaj Malhotra, after 
he surrendered in Ludhiana.

The absconder was wanted 
for allegedly receiving bribes 
in lieu of allotting tenders for la-
bour and transportation works. 
The vigilance bureau informed 

through a statement that the ac-
cused was the personal assis-
tant for former state Food and 
Civil Supplies minister Bharat  
B h u s h a n  A s h u .  H e 
turned himself in at the  
office of the bureau in Ludhi-
ana, it informed.

A spokesperson for the bu-
reau further informed Telu 
Ram, a contractor; Bharat 
Bhushan Ashu and Krishan 
Lal Dhotiwala and Anil Jain 

(both commission agents) 
have already been arrested in 
the tender allotment case and 
are in judicial custody.

The bureau said it has al-
ready submitted a supple-
mentary chargesheet against 
Bharat Bhushan Ashu, Telu 
Ram and Krishan Lal before 
a Ludhiana court.

The spokesperson further 
informed that during the 
probe and through examina-

tion of the material evidence 
in the case, it came to light that 
the accused, Pankaj Malhotra, 
was working as PA for the for-
mer minister.

He received bribe of Rs 6 
lakh from Telu Ram in lieu 
of arranging a meeting with 
the former minister for allot-
ment of tenders for labour and 
transportation works in the 
grain markers for 2020-21, 
the bureau claimed.

Panchayati Raj representatives should work with 
vision of development, says Panchayat Minister

PUNJAB VIGILANCE BUREAU ARRESTS ASSISTANT OF  
FORMER MINISTER IN TENDER ALLOTMENT ‘SCAM’

FOR HOLDING A FILESON OF FORMER CM

The Auto Appeal System 
(AAS) is playing a pivotal 
role in ensuring good gov-
ernance. Currently, 640 
services/schemes have been 
notified under the Haryana 
Right to Service Act, 2014 
which are ensuring benefits 
of the welfare schemes in a 
time-bound manner to the 
common public.

In this series, an appeal 
was automatically raised to 
the Commission on behalf of 
appellate Ms. Savita a resi-
dent of district Rohtak who 
had applied for Mukhya 
Mantri Kisan Evam Kheti-
har Mazdoor Jiwan Surak-
sha Yojna in December, 2021 
but the benefit was not de-
livered to her stating the 
reason that some legal ac-
tion is involved in the case.

The Commission taking 
immediate cognizance of 
the matter conducted a de-
tailed inquiry and it was 
found that file was wrongly 
sent to Additional District 

Attorney by the Secretary, 
HSAMB, as no legal issue 
was involved in the case.

The said scheme was 
launched by the Haryana 
Chief Minister during the 
year 2013 with the aim to 
provide Financial Assis-
tance to the Farmers/ La-
bourers who met with an 
accident during the Agri-
cultural operations.

Under the scheme the ex-
tent of financial aid under 
different circumstances is in 
case of Death Rs. 5,00,000/-
, Permanent disability due 
to breakage of back bone or 
otherwise Rs. 2,50,000/-, 
Amputation of two limbs/
permanent serious injury 
Rs. 1,87,500/-, Permanent 
serious injury/amputation 
of one limb (amputation of 
four fingers shall be deemed 
as loss of Rs. 1,25,000/-, 
Amputation of full finger 
Rs. 75,000/-, Partial ampu-
tation of finger Rs. 37,500/-.

Auto Appeal  System 
(AAS) files an automatic 
appeal to FGRA on behalf 
of the citizen when the RTS 

timeline of a notified service 
is breached. The appeal is 
subsequently forwarded to 
the SGRA when the same 
is not resolved within 30 
working days.

Since no action was taken 
by the FGRA and SGRA on 
the appeal was raised to the 
Commission. The Commis-
sion conducted a detailed in-
quiry and it was found that 
the file was wrongly sent to 
Sh. Ashish Sharma, Addi-
tional District Attorney by 
the Secretary, HSAMB, as 
no legal issue was involved 
in the case. Sh. Gurdeep, 
clerk in the office of Secre-
tary, HSAMB, Rohtak who 
kept the file pending with 
him for 2 and half months. 
A notice was issued to him 
and during the hearing he 
could not provide justifi-
able reasons for the delay 
caused by him. Thus exer-
cising powers under Sec-
tion 17 (1)(h) of the Haryana 
Right to Service Act, 2014, 
the Commission imposed a 
penalty of Rs. 10,000 on Sh. 
Gurdeep Clerk.

Haryana Right to Service panel 
slaps a fine of Rs 10,000 on clerk 
TBG NETWORK
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WHERE BJP IS IN POWER

Bihar Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Tejashwi Yadav on Fri-
day said that action is being 
taken where incidents of con-
sumption of liquor are being 
reported in the state and al-
leged that most of the liquor 
supply is from Uttar Pradesh 
and Haryana.

The remarks came after re-
ports of deaths surfaced from 
various parts of the state due 
to spurious liquor. “Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar has 
already given his statement. 
The probe is underway. Most 
of the liquor supply is from 
UP and Haryana where BJP 
is in power and they’re not 
conducting any probe. Got 
to know that from home of 
LoP V Sinha’s kin, 108 car-
tons of liquor bottles were 
recovered,” Tejashwi said 
while speaking to the report-
ers here.

“Action is being taken where 
such incidents are being re-
ported. You are not informing 
us that you are going to drink. 

Such elements exist in society. 
There has to be awareness,” 
he added.

Earlier today, Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar said 
no compensation will be 
given if a person dies after 
consuming spurious liquor.

The chief minister’s remark 
comes amid severe criticism 
from the Opposition, led by 
the BJP, in the wake of the 
rising hooch deaths in the 
Chhapra district.

“No compensation will be 
provided to people who die 
after consuming spurious 
liquor. We have been appeal-
ing to you not to drink. If you 
drink, you will die. Those 

who speak against prohibi-
tion will not bring any good 
to the people,” the Bihar CM 
said in the Assembly on Fri-
day.

On Thursday, the chief min-
ister told mediapersons, who 
had mobbed for comments 
on the rising hooch toll in 
Chhapra, said, “Those con-
suming spurious liquor will 
die.”

The CM has been fighting 
a firestorm of protests and 
Opposition attacks over his 
alleged failed liquor prohibi-
tion policy.

Defending the liquor ban in 
Bihar, he had earlier said the 
state’s prohibition policy has 
seen many giving up drinking 
in the state.

Meanwhile, the hooch toll in 
Chhapra district rose to 60 on 
Friday.

Masrakh Station House Of-
ficer (SHO) Ritesh Mishra 
and constable Vikesh Tiwari 
were suspended immediately 
after the hooch deaths were 
reported first on Tuesday 
night.

MOST OF LIQUOR SUPPLY IN BIHAR 
IS FROM UP, HARYANA: TEJASHWI
TDG NETWORK
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IN HARYANA

TARN TARAN BLAST

This New Year, ‘Manohar 
Sarkar’ will give yet another 
‘Manohar’ gift for Antyodaya 
as more than 28.93 lakh BPL 
families in Haryana will get 
yellow ration cards digitally, 
thus reiterating the govern-
ment’s commitment to maxi-
mum governance-minimum 
government.   While this 
digital reform brought by the 
Chief Minister has not only 
put an end to the Opposition’s 
blame-game politics but has 
also saved the BPL families 
from the tiring exercise of get-
ting their ration cards made. 
With this, as per directions 
of the Chief Minister a fresh 
survey of BPL families has 
also been conducted while 
cancelling surveys conduct-
ed by previous governments, 
so as to ensure that the actual 
beneficiaries get the benefits.

Along with conducting the 
new survey, a separate Citi-
zen Information Resource 
Department has been formed 
and data of BPL families has 
been cross verified with the 
Food, Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs Department. 

Not only this, the minimum 
annual income limit for BPL 
cards was increased from Rs 
1.20 lakh to Rs 1.80 lakh, as a 
result of which the number of 
BPL beneficiaries increased 
from 11.50 lakh to 28.93 lakh. 
Parivar Pehchan Patra (PPP) 
data was also matched to fur-
ther verify the BPL data. No-
tably, PPP is a unique scheme 
of Haryana as it has accurate 
information of every mem-
ber of the family including 
income, while the Aadhaar 
card has information about 
only one person. Impressed 
with Haryana’s this unique 
initiative, Uttarakhand and 
Jammu and Kashmir too 
have now decided to imple-
ment this scheme in their re-
spective states.

In the last eight years, the 
Manohar Lal-led Govern-
ment has always remained 
at the forefront to realize ev-
ery vision shared by Prime 
Minister, Sh. Narendra 
Modi. Be it the SVAMITVA 
scheme, educated Panchay-
ats, online teacher transfer 
policy, or PPP, Haryana has 
always emerged as a role 
model among other states 

in the country by success-
fully implementing all these 
schemes. Under this new 
system, any person can ap-
ply online on the Saral por-
tal to get these ration cards. 
Under the public distribu-
tion system, eligible families 
have been divided into two 
categories, Antyodaya Anna 
Yojana family and primary 
family.  About 35 kg of ration 
to Antyodaya families and 5 
kg to BPL/OPH families are 
being distributed at the rate 
of Rs 2 per kg. Food grains 
are being distributed free of 
cost from April 2020 under 
the Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Anna Yojana, which 
was started during the COV-
ID-19 crisis. The scheme has 
been extended till December 
2022. Similarly, under the 
Antyodaya Aahar Yojana 
implemented by the govern-
ment, 2 liters of mustard oil 
was distributed to BPL/AAY 
families at the rate of Rs. 20 
from January 2018 to May 
2021. Besides this, from June 
2021, an amount of Rs. 250 
per family is being trans-
ferred to the accounts of such 
families. 

The Trophy Tour of the 
FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s 
World Cup 2023 Bhu-
baneswar - Rourkela ar-
rived in Amritsar, Punjab 
from Lucknow on Wednes-
day and was welcomed on 
Thursday by Honourable 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann at his residence, 
along with Hockey Punjab 
President Nitin Kohli and 
General Secretary Harpreet 
Singh.

Also, it was tradition-
ally welcomed by Harjesh 
Kumar, SDM, Nitin Kohli, 
President Hockey Punjab, 
Harpreet Singh General 
Secretary Hockey Punjab, 
Olympian Baljit Singh Dhil-
lon, Joint Secretary Hockey 
Punjab and Surinder Singh 
Sodhi, 1980 Moscow Olym-
pic Gold Medallist at the 
airport on Wednesday. And 
later was then received by 
Sahil Sandhu and Olympi-
an Balwinder Singh Sham-
mi at Spring Dale School.

Punjab Police arrested six 
persons, including two juve-
niles, accused of the Rocket 
Propelled Grenade (RPG) at-
tack, carried out at Police Sta-
tion Sarhali building in Tarn 
Taran on December 9.

Director General of Police 
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Ya-
dav, while addressing a press 
conference at Punjab Police 
Headquarters here on Friday, 
said that the terror attack was 
masterminded by the foreign-
based wanted terrorists Lakh-
bir Singh alias Landa Harike, 
Satbir Singh alias Satta and 
Gurdev alias Jaisel, with the 
help of Ajmeet Singh, current-
ly lodged at Goindwal Sahib 
Jail. Apart from the arrest of 
two juveniles in conflict with 
law, the remaining four mod-
ule members arrested have 
been identified as Gurpreet 
Singh alias Gopi Numberdar 

(18), Jobanpreet Singh alias 
Joban (18) both of Naushera 
Pannua, Gurlal Singh (19) of 
Chohla Sahib, and Surlalpal 
Singh alias Gurlal alias Lali (21) 
of village Thathiya Mahanta.

A low-intensity blast was 
reported at the Tarn Taran 
Police Sanjha Kendra in 
Punjab on Friday, which the 
police said was a Rocket Pro-
pelled Grenade (RPG) attack. 
It also said that they have 
registered a case under the 
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act.

“Pertinently, Gopi Num-
berdar, who was on bail as 
he was arrested as a juvenile, 
turned 18-years-old a day af-
ter his release on November 
22, 2022, and immediately 
got in touch with the foreign-
based handlers. The foreign-
based handlers used cut-outs 
and Dead Letter Box (DLB) 
techniques for retrieval of 
consignment.

OVER 28 LAKH BPL FAMILIES TO GET  
DIGITAL YELLOW RATION CARDS

PUNJAB CM  MANN 
WELCOMES HOCKEY 
WC 2023 TROPHY IN 
AMRITSAR

Attackers watched 
YouTube videos to 
operate RPG

RAVINDER MALIK
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 SIX ARRESTED

As part of the ongo-
ing drive against 
anti-social elements 

launched on the directions 
of Chief Minister (CM) Bhag-
want Mann, Punjab Police 
has solved the Tarn Taran 
Rocket Propelled Grenade 
(RPG) attack case in less than 
a week with the busting of 
a foreign-controlled terror-
ist module leading to arrest 
of six persons, including the 
two juveniles in conflict with 
law, who carried out the ter-
ror attack at Police Station 
Sarhali building in Tarn 
Taran at about 11.18pm on 
December 9.

Director General of Po-
lice (DGP) Punjab Gaurav 
Yadav, while addressing a 
press conference at Punjab 

Police Headquarters here on 
Friday, said that the terror 
attack was masterminded 
by the foreign-based wanted 
terrorists Lakhbir Singh alias 
Landa Harike, Satbir Singh 
alias Satta and Gurdev alias 
Jaisel, with the help of Ajmeet 
Singh, currently lodged at 

Goindwal Sahib Jail.  
Apart from the arrest of two 

juveniles in conflict with law, 
the remaining four module 
members arrested have been 
identified as Gurpreet Singh 
alias Gopi Numberdar (18) 
of Naushera Pannua; Gurlal 
Singh alias Gahla (19) of Choh-

la Sahib; Surlalpal Singh alias 
Gurlal alias Lali (21) of village 
Thathiya Mahanta; and Joban-
preet Singh alias Joban (18) of 
Naushra Pannua. Pertinently, 
Gopi Numberdar, who was 
on bail as he was arrested as a 
juvenile, turned 18-years-old a 
day after his release on Novem-
ber 22, 2022, and immediately 
got in touch with the foreign-
based handlers. 

The foreign-based handlers 
used cut-outs and Dead Let-
ter Box (DLB) techniques for 
retrieval of consignment and 
establishing contact so that 
the module members were 
assigned tasks directly by the 
handlers and were aware 
of only their roles. Even the 
identities of sub-modules re-
mained hidden from other  
sub-modules.

The Police teams have also 

recovered three pistols— two 
.32 bore and one .30 bore 
along with ammunition, one 
hand grenade P-86 and one 
motorcycle used in crime 
from the possession of the ar-
rested persons.

Notably, the Soviet-era 
made a single-use 70mm 
calibre RPG-26 weapon, 
which was used to carry out 
the attack, had already been 
recovered on December 10. 
The RPG-26 weapon, which 
was used by Mujahdeen in 
Afghanistan, was sourced 
from across the border.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said 
that the Taran Taran Police, 
in coordination with the 
Counter Intelligence Wing of 
Punjab Police have conduct-
ed meticulous investigations 
based on technical and intel-
ligence inputs. 

PUNJAB POLICE SOLVE RPG ATTACK IN 
TARN TARAN, NAB PERPETRATORS
TARUNI GANDHI
CHANDIGARH

Punjab DGP Gaurav Yadav addresses a press conference on the 
RPG attack case in Chandigarh on Friday.

TOP OF THE DAY

HIMACHAL 
GOVERNOR CALLS 
ON PRESIDENT 
MURMU IN DELHI
NEW DELHI: Him-
achal Pradesh Governor 
Rajendra Vishwanath 
Arlekar on Thursday paid 
a courtesy visit to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan in 
Delhi. On Tuesday, the 
newly sworn Chief Minis-
ter of Himachal Pradesh, 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
paid a courtesy call to 
Governor Rajendra 
Vishwanath Arlekar at Raj 
Bhavan. While congratu-
lating the Chief Minister, 
the Governor hoped that 
Himachal Pradesh would 
achieve new heights of 
development under his 
leadership. “I have seen 
the performance of Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu in 
Vidhan Sabha. He is a vi-
sionary leader and I hope, 
his team will perform all 
the administrative work 
smoothly”, said Arlekar.

SAD CHIEF SLAMS 
AAP OVER ‘FALSE’ 
CASE AGAINST 
MEDIA PLATFORM
CHANDIGARH: Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (SAD) chief 
Sukhbir Singh Badal on 
Friday accused the Pun-
jab government of “ter-
rorising” media persons 
by registering a “false” 
case against the ‘On Air’ 
media. The SAD chief also 
alleged that the Punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann is “copying” AAP’s 

‘Delhi Model’. The Former 
Deputy Chief Minister of 
Punjab extended full sup-
port to Simranjot Singh 
and all the journalists. He 
further said that no one 
should be victimised for 
standing up for journalis-
tic freedom.

AT 6.9°C, 
CHANDIGARH 
COLDER THAN 
SHIMLA
CHANDIGARH: The city 
recorded a colder night 
than Shimla with the 
minimum temperature 
on Thursday dropping 
to 6.9°C, the lowest this 
season, against 9°C in 
the Queen of Hills. The 
minimum temperature 
was recorded at 8.2°C in 
the city on Wednesday. 
According to the weath-
erman, the maximum 
temperature in the city 
will hover around 24°C for 
the next few days and the 
minimum between 7°C 
and 8°C.

BLAME GAME 
BEGINS IN PUNJAB 
OVER LETTER 
‘GOOF-UP’
CHANDIGARH: A blame 
game has reportedly 
begun in political and bu-
reaucratic circles over 
a “goof-up” in sending a 
letter to the UT Admin-
istrator-cum-Governor 
Banwarilal Purohit re-
garding the sudden repa-
triation of Chandigarh’s 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police Kuldeep Chahal. 
Yesterday, the Governor 
had hit back at Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann 
for saying that no panel 
of officers was sought. 
Purohit had categorically 
said the Chief Secretary 
of Punjab was told of his 
decision to repatriate the 
officer. Sources close to 
the Chief Secretary said 
he had informed officials 
in the Chief Minister’s 
Office.

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH 

TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Tejashwi Yadav.



IndIa made destroyer 
‘mormugao’ to be 
commIssIoned on 18 december  

another featborder clash 
shockIng 

PLA transgression was firmly 
contested: Indian Army 

Man pours hot oil on 
finance employees for 
demanding EMI

General Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief 
Eastern Command, 

Lt Gen Rana Pratap Kalita on 
Friday took note of the recent 
border skirmish between In-
dian troops and Chinese sol-
diers in the Tawang sector of 
Arunachal Pradesh by say-
ing that the transgression by 
the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) patrol was “contested 
firmly”.

He also informed that a flag 
meeting at the delegation 
level at Bumla has helped in 
further resolving the mat-
ter. “You all are aware that 
all across the border there 
are different perceptions 
in the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC), there are eight 
recognized disputed areas 
where the different percep-
tions are acknowledged by 
both sides. So in one of those 
areas, where there are differ-

ent perceptions of the LAC, 
PLA patrol transgressed 
and which was contested 
very firmly,” the top military 
officer said.

On Tuesday, India’s De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh 
informed the Rajya Sabha 
that China’s People’s Lib-
eration Army (PLA) troops 
tried to transgress the Line of 
Actual Control in the Yangtse 
area of Arunachal Pradesh 
Tawang Sector and unilat-
erally change the status quo.

Rajnath Singh stated that 
Chinese troops went back 
to their locations due to 
timely intervention of Indian 
military commanders. In his 
statement in the Rajya Sab-
ha, Rajnath Singh said that 

“our forces are committed 
to protecting our territorial 
integrity and will continue 
to thwart any attempt made 
on it.”

Explaining the incident, 
Rajnath Singh said, “On De-
cember 9, 2022, PLA troops 

tried to transgress the LAC 
in the Yangtse area of Tawa-
ng Sector and unilaterally 
change the status quo. The 
Chinese attempt was con-
tested by our troops in a firm 
and resolute manner.”

He further said, “The ensu-
ing face-off led to a physical 
scuffle in which the Indian 
Army bravely prevented the 
PLA from transgressing into 
our territory and compelled 
them to return to their posts,” 
said Singh. He further said, 

“the scuffle led to injuries to a 
few personnel on both sides.”

Rajnath Singh clarified 
that “there are no fatalities 
or serious casualties on our 
side”.”Due to timely inter-
vention of Indian military 
commanders, PLA soldiers 
went back to their locations,” 
the minister added.

Lt Gen RP Kalita’s remarks 
came while addressing the 
media, during the wreath-
laying ceremony, on the oc-
casion of the 51st anniversary 

of Vijay Diwas.
The top army officer urged 

the general public not to be-
lieve in any rumours about 
the incident, underlining 
that the clash contained.
“I am happy to say that it 
was contained at the local 
level. Though some minor 
injuries were there to sol-
diers of both sides. I would 
also like to request you to 
not to listen to any rumours, 
it was only minor injuries to 
soldiers from both sides,” he 
said.
“The local Commanders 
were able to resolve the is-
sue by carrying out negotia-
tions resorting to the exist-
ing protocols, which was 
followed by a flag meeting at 
the delegation level at Bumla, 
wherein the issue has been 
resolved further. Presently, I 
would like to assure you that 
the border areas along the 
northern frontier are stable 
and we are firmly in control,” 
he added. 
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With an aim to further aug-
ment the Indian Navy’s mo-
bility, reach and flexibility 
towards the accomplishment 
of its role and tasks in the In-
dian Ocean and beyond, ‘Mor-
mugao’ a P15B stealth guided 
missile destroyer, is scheduled 
to be commissioned into the 
Indian Navy in the presence of 
the Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, informed the Ministry 
of Defence on Friday. 

The ship would be inducted 
at the Naval Dockyard, Mum-
bai on December 18. The event 
marks the formal induction 
into the Navy of the second 
of the four ‘Visakhapatnam’ 
class destroyers, indigenously 
designed by the Indian Navy’s 
in-house organisation, War-
ship Design Bureau and con-
structed by Mazagon Dock 
Shipbuilders Limited, Mum-
bai. 

Named after the historic port 

city of Goa on the West coast, 
Mormugao coincidentally un-
dertook her first sea sortie on 
19 Dec 21, when Goa celebrated 
60 years of liberation from Por-
tuguese rule. 

The majestic ship measures 
163m in length, and 17 m in 
breadth with a displacement of 
7400 tonnes and can rightfully 
be regarded as one of the most 
potent warships to have been 
constructed in India. The ship 
is propelled by four powerful 
Gas Turbines, in a Combined 
Gas and Gas (COGAG) config-
uration, capable of achieving 
speeds in excess of 30 knots. 
The ship has enhanced stealth 
features resulting in a reduced 
Radar Cross Section (RCS). 

“Mormugao is packed with 
sophisticated ‘state of the art’ 
weapons and sensors such as 
Surface to Surface Missile and 
Surface to Air Missiles. The 
ship is fitted with a modern 
Surveillance Radar which pro-
vides target data to the gunnery 
weapon systems of the ship. 

contInued from page 1

modi to putin: dialogue only way 
forward on ukraine war 

the bilateral ties, including energy cooperation, trade and 
investments, defence and security cooperation and other 
sectors. 

 “The telephonic conversation between PM Modi and 
President Putin should also be seen as an important de-
velopment as it has taken place amid growing tension with 
China in the wake of faceoff between Indian and Chinese 
troops in the Tawang sector,” diplomatic sources told The 
Daily Guardian. “Chinese aggression may not have figured 
during the talks, but the telephonic talk between Indian 
and Russian leaders must have given a message to Beijing 
which is trying to forge much closer economic and strate-
gic ties with Moscow ever since it has come under attack 
from the West following war in Ukraine,” sources added. 
“What China cannot ignore is that India continues to be 
the top priority country for Russia as is evident from PM 
Modi’s sound equations and rapport with Putin that has 
been on display from time to time,” diplomats said. Despite 
the West’s pressure, New Delhi never criticised Moscow’s 
action against Ukraine. At the same time, India continued 
to tell Russia to return to dialogue and diplomacy to re-
solve the issue in what was seen as a balanced diplomatic 
approach by New Delhi. All this has been taken note of by 
the strategists in Beijing. Now, PM Modi’s fifth telephonic 
talk this year with Putin has reaffirmed the same close ties 
between India and Russia.

“The two leaders also discussed the global security sce-
nario, which is a vast term that could include any issue 
related to security,” sources said, adding that the security 
cooperation was also discussed by them.  Sources said that 
PM Modi wants President Putin to attend the G-20 Sum-
mit next year.

This is the fifth telephonic talk between PM Modi and Pu-
tin this year. The Indian premier has spoken to the Russian 
President once on 24 February, twice in March (2nd and 7th), 
and once on 1 July.  PM Modi has had an in person meeting 
with Putin in Samarkand on the sidelines of SCO Summit.

“Following up on their meeting on Samarkand on the 
sidelines of the SCO Summit, the two leaders reviewed sev-
eral aspects of the bilateral relationship, including energy 
cooperation, trade and investments, defence and security 
cooperation and other key areas. In the context of the ongo-
ing conflict in Ukraine, the Prime Minister reiterated his 
call for dialogue and diplomacy as the only way forward,” 
stated a press note issued by the Government of India after 
the telephone conversation. A readout of the interaction 
given by the Russian side stated that President Putin gave 
“fundamental assessments of Russia’s line” at the war in 
Ukraine after being requested by Prime Minister Modi. 

PM Modi during a bilateral meeting with Putin in Sep-
tember on the sidelines of the annual summit of the SCO 
in Uzbekistan had pressed the latter to end the conflict 
in Ukraine soon, saying “today’s era is not of war”. On his 
part, Putin had told Modi that he was aware of India’s 
concerns over the Ukraine conflict and that Russia will do 
everything possible to end it as soon as possible.

china is preparing for war, 
centre hiding it: rahul gandhi

The Indian government is in slumber. It doesn’t want to 
hear it. China is preparing for war, not for an incursion,” 
he said while addressing a press conference here.

“If you see the pattern of their weapons, they are prepar-
ing for war. Our government is hiding it and is not accept-
ing it,” he added. 

Gandhi also lashed out at External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar and said that he should “deepen his under-
standing”.

“This is happening because the Indian government is 
working event-based and is not working strategically. 
When there is a matter of international relations, no event 
works there. Power works there. I have said it multiple 
times that we should be careful. The EAM should deepen 
his understanding,” he said. 

The Congress leader also questioned the media and said 
that it would not ask questions to him over the ongoing 

border row with China.
“The ones who captured 2,000 sq km of India and 

killed 20 Indian soldiers, and are thrashing our soldiers 
in Arunachal Pradesh. I said to my friend that the Indian 
media would not ask me questions about it,” he said.

bJp questions rahul’s 
‘closeness with china’ 

hiding it and is not accepting it,” Gandhi said. 
Reacting sharply to the Congress leader’s claims, BJP 

leader Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore highlighted the “do-
nations” that Rajiv Gandhi Foundation received from the 
Communist Party of China. 

“Rahul Gandhi spreads confusion and rumours when he 
talks about makes wrong comments on the Indian Army, 
and national security. He says a lot of things which is not 
objectionable. Rahul Gandhi’s maternal grandfather was 
sleeping when India lost 37,000 sq km to China. He has 
become so close to China that he knows what it is going to 
do next. Like he said that China is preparing for war. How 
did the closeness grow? He made such an agreement with 
the Communist Party of China that the Rajiv Gandhi Foun-
dation came under the payroll of China,” Rajyavardhan 
Singh Rathore alleged. 

“Chinese Embassy gave a donation of Rs 1.35 crore to the 
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation in 2005. What was the need? In 
2011, they took an amount of Rs 50 lakh from Zakir Naik’s 
Foundation. In 2008, they signed an MoU with the Com-
munist Party of China that both parties would deliberate 
on how to run the country. These show the closeness with 
China,” Rathore added. 

Claiming that the Chinese army intruded 600 times be-
tween 2008 and 2013 when there was a Congress govern-
ment, the BJP leader said that they were “accustomed” to 
intruding. 

“The Chinese Army intruded 600 times between 2008 
and 2013 when there was a Congress government. They 
have become accustomed. That they can come in and they 
won’t find the Indian Army there. Even if Army would 
be there, they would not have any clear instructions from 
the Centre to fight against the Chinese army. Congress 
conspired to make such an India which cannot stand up 
against anybody,” he alleged. 

Alleging that Rahul Gandhi had met with the Chinese 
Ambassador during the Doklam standoff, Rathore ques-
tioned about the purpose of the meeting.

“When Doklam happened and the Indian Army was 
pushing the Chinese army back, they were secretly hav-
ing meeting at the Chinese Embassy. What were the talks 
happening?,” he said.

nitish says, no compensation for 
liquor death 

prohibition will not bring any good to the people,” the Bi-
har CM said in the Assembly on Friday. 

On Thursday, the chief minister told mediapersons, 
who had mobbed for comments on the rising hooch toll 
in Chhapra, said, “Those consuming spurious liquor will 
die.”

The CM has been fighting a firestorm of protests and Op-
position attacks over his alleged failed liquor prohibition 
policy. 

Defending the liquor ban in Bihar, he had earlier said the 
state’s prohibition policy has seen many giving up drinking 
in the state. 

Meanwhile, the hooch toll in Chhapra district rose to 65 
on Friday. 

Masrakh Station House Officer (SHO) Ritesh Mishra and 
constable Vikesh Tiwari were suspended immediately af-
ter the hooch deaths were reported first on Tuesday night. 
The suspensions were effected on the recommendation of 
Marhaura Sub-Divisional Police Officer Yogendra Kumar. 

Most deaths reportedly took place over Wednesday and 
Thursday, evoking an uproar both inside and outside the 
Bihar Assembly. 

The Opposition, led by the BJP, took on the ruling JD(U)-
RJD combine over the rising hooch deaths despite a ban on 
the sale and consumption of liquor in the state, which has 
been in effect since April 2016. 

shraddha’s father meets top cop, 
seeks info on pending plaint

He claimed that the top cop assured him of action and 
investigations into the alleged negligence in handling the 
2020 plaint. 

Shraddha’s live-in partner and her murder accused, Aaf-
tab Poonawala, on Friday moved an application in Delhi’s 
Saket Court seeking bail, which the court is likely to hear 
on Saturday.

budget 2023 is for next 25 years: 
sitharaman 

the economic slowdown in the West as an opportunity 
and called upon industry to work out strategies for draw-
ing global manufacturers from there to India. “As much 
you are preparing yourself for a long-drawn recession in 
the Western world, I think it is also the best time for intro-
spection and to work out strategies as to how businesses 
operating in developed countries can look at India as a 
production or sourcing hub,” Sitharaman said. Significant 
facilitation and tweaking of rules have been undertaken 
by the Government to attract foreign investment into India 
alongwith proactive engagement with industries who want 
to co-locate in the country, the Minister highlighted.

Besides India’s strong macro fundamentals, the Minister 
drew attention to a World Economic Forum data that iden-
tifies India’s potential in the next 25 years of its Amritkal. 
Quoting the WEF projection of 140 million middle-income 
households to be added to India’s economy by 2030 and 14 
million high net individuals (HNI) households to be added 
by 2030, Sitharaman called upon industry to tap this mar-
ket potential.

“Amidst the ongoing geopolitical tensions, global reset 
in sourcing inputs, the struggle of many nations with the 
pandemic aftermath, lack of vaccines and climate change 
concerns which are forcing nations to adjust their policies, 
India has a number of positive indicators and finds itself in 
a position of strength,” she said.

Emphasising on further strengthening the Indian man-
ufacturing sector alongwith exploring newer areas of the 
service sector, Sitharaman underlined the need to  align 
closely with the innovations being brought to the table by 
India›s startups. «The speed at which patents are being reg-
istered, the emergence of Unicorns and the Government›s 
policies to nurture the growth of startups are creating a 
rich ecosystem that manufacturing companies should a 
keep close watch on,» Sitharaman said.

As the world transitions into clean energy, the domestic 
industry could face higher tariffs by the developed coun-
tries, Sithraman cautioned. The industry should prepare 
itself for tariff walls by some countries in the name of cli-
mate change, the minister added and called for effective use 
of diplomacy, government policies and collaboration be-
tween government and industry to tackle such challenges.

She also identified the opportunity that technological ad-

vances in India in terms of the digital capabilities including 
financial area, payments area, banking, health or educa-
tion hold out for industry and people at large. The pace at 
which technology is spreading, the role of the Government 
in providing a robust platform and infrastructure for tech-
nology and the wide range of the services emerging due to 
the end user›s proficiency in optimising these platforms to 
the fullest would be showcased during India›s G20 presi-
dency so that countries which are interested in any of the 
digital achievements of India can benefit from it, Sithara-
man added.

The Finance Minister›s thoughts find resonance in the 
‘FICCI-McKinsey & Company report ‘India’s Century- 
Achieving Sustainable, Inclusive Growth: A Roadmap 
for India Inc› released during the inaugural session. The 
report  outlined a roadmap for what India can do to un-
lock opportunities to achieve sustainable and inclusive 
growth along key metrics by 2047. With input from over 
200 companies, the paper identifies 10 priority sectors for 
growth over the next 25 years, with a set of over 50 actions 
for companies and industry bodies, supported by the state 
and central governments, to unlock that growth.

 Subhrakant Panda, President-Elect, FICCI hoped that 
with India better prepared to deal with short-term turbu-
lence without losing sight of the huge opportunity that is 
there, the Union Budget 2023 will be growth-oriented and 
build further on the foundation of the government’s initia-
tives over the last eight years.

cbI registers 3 more cases 
against mehul choksi

viz. Gitanjali Gems Ltd and also a guarantor for credit 
limits sanctioned to Nakshatra Brands Limited, the Di-
rector of Nakshatra Brands Limited viz. Dhanesh Vrajlal 
Sheth, unknown public servants, if any and others for hav-
ing committed offence of cheating, criminal misappropria-
tion of assets and criminal breach of trust thereby causing 
a loss of Rs 807.72 Crore to the consortium members led by 
Punjab National Bank. 

Another FIR reads that Gitanjali Gems Limited (GGL), its 
Directors Mehul Chinubhai Choksi and Dhanesh. Vrajlal 
Sheth, Joint President, Finance Kapil Mali Ram Khandel-
wal, CFO Chandrakant Kanu Karkare, unknown public 
servants, if any and others for having committed the of-
fence of cheating, criminal misappropriation of assets and 
criminal breach of trust thereby causing loss of Rs 5564.54 
crore to consortium members led by ICICI Bank Ltd. 

Thus it is evident that Gitanjali Gems Ltd was dominantly 
controlled and managed by Mehul Chinubhai Choksi who 
has in active connivance with the director Dhanesh Vrajlal 
Sheth, Joint President, Finance Kapil Mali Ram Khandelw-
al, CFO Chandrakant Kanu Karkare and others, have been 
involved in fudging of accounts, siphoning off the fund and 
utilising the sanctioned credit limits not for genuine trade 
transactions, it reads. 

Keeping in view the above facts, it appears that in the ac-
count of Gitanjali Gems Ltd fraudulent activities were done 
by Mehul Chinubhai Choksi, in connivance with its Direc-
tor Dhanesh Vrajlal Sheth, Joint President, Finance Kapil 
Mali Ram Khandelwal, CFO Chandrakant Kanu Karkare 
and others to enrich themselves illegally and derive un-
lawful and unjust gains and thereby caused loss to mem-
ber banks of consortium and in furtherance thereof, have 
cheated/defrauded the consortium member banks to the 
tune of Rs.5564.54 crore. 

The third case has been registered against Gl India Ltd. 
(GIL), Mumbai, Mehul Chinubbhai Choksi, Managing 
Director of Gtanjali Gems Ltd. and Guarantor for G India 
Ltd., Aniyath Shivraman Nair, Director of GIL, Dhanesh 
Vrajal Sheth, Director of GIL, unknown public servants 
and unknown others for causing a wrongful loss of Rs. 
375.71 crores to a consortium of three member banks led 
by Punjab National Bank. 

Punjab National Bank being the largest PSU Bank in 
terms of exposure in the consortium is lodging the com-
plaint on behalf of consortium member Banks as per the 
mandate given by member Banks. The ICICI Bank being 
the lead bank have filed a recovery suit against M/s Gi-
tanjali Gems Ltd and its directors and guarantors before 
Hon’ble DRT-Mumbai, on behalf of the consortium mem-
bers. Further, NCLT proceedings have also been initiated 
against M/s Gitanjali Gems Ltd, it reads. 

hooch tragedy In sIwan and 
begusaraI, 6 dead 
 obstructed the Siwan-Chapra Malmalia 

main road and undertook a protest. 
the distance between Siwan and Chhapra 

is around 10 kilometers. the deceased have 
been identified as Mahesh Rai (40), Sambhu 

Yadav (36), amir Manjhi (45), and awadh Manjhi (36) of 
Brahmasthan Village while Ramendra Pandit hailed from 
Sondhani village. according to locals, the death toll is 
expected to go up and the condition of some people are 
stated to be serious.

the bodies of the deceased are being transported to 
Sadar hospital in Siwan. Police Circle inspector reached 
the Sadar hospital with a large police posse. he, however, 
refused to comment on the matter. 

Meanwhile, in the Begusarai district, administration 
swung into action after one person reportedly died alleg-
edly after consuming liquor. two persons identified as 
Deepak Kumar and Shivam Kumar- who consumed al-
cohol with the deceased, are being interrogated by police. 
a third person Sandeep, who drank with them has been 
referred to Patna hospital in a critical condition. 

Two employees of a private finance company have been 
admitted to a hospital in Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan, with 
burn injuries after a man poured hot oil on the “loan 
sharks”. 

The incident took place near a private bank 
branch on Rani Sati Road in Jhunjhunu on Thurs-
day. According to police, the accused Surendra 
Swami had taken a personal loan from the finance 
company and when the employees visited him 
for collection of EMI, he allegedly threw hot oil 
on Kuldeep and Naveen Kumar and fled the spot. 
The accused is a resident of Khaitan Ka Mohalla of 
Ward No. 44. 

On the day of the attack, Kuldeep and Naveen had 
reached his house to collect the installment but he was 
not at home. They called Swami, who asked them to 
come near a private bank on Rani Sati Road. 

“There was a heated argument between the two sides 
when Swami filled a jug of hot oil from the wok of a 
nearby shop and poured it on the victims,” said ASI 
Narendra Singh of Kotwali Police Station. 

The accused have been absconding since then. Kul-
deep was released from hospital after being adminis-
tered first aid while Naveen is still undergoing treat-
ment. The Kotwali police have registered a case against 
Surendra Swami and have been on looking out for him. 
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GOLDEN JUBLEE

COMMAND

UNFORTUNATE

The Indian Military Acade-
my (IMA) celebrated its 50th 
anniversary on Friday.

The anniversary event was 
attended by veterans of 50th 
Regular and 34th Technical 
Courses, who had passed 
out of the IMA in December 
1972. The veterans gathered 
at their alma mater to cel-
ebrate the golden jubilee of 
their commissioning in the 
Army.

The IMA has contributed 
to the comissioning of 404 
Gentleman Cadets (CGs) to 
the Army, till date. The ca-
dets include 330 from 50th 
Regular course and 74 from 
the 34th course as “2nd Lieu-
tenant”. These ‘One Starred’ 

officers of the December 
1972 batch gave the Army 10 
Lieutenant Generals, 13 Ma-
jor Generals and 46 Briga-
diers, excelling at all levels of 
command, staff and instruc-
tional appointments during 
their service to the nation, an 
official statement read.

Further, according to 
the release, these veterans 
have earned at least one Vir 

Chakra, five Sena Medal 
(Gallantry), five Param Vish-
isht Seva Medal (PVSM), 
three Uttam Yudh Seva 
Medal (UYSM), 24 Ati Vish-
isht Seva Medal (AVSM), 
one Yudh Seva Medal, 29 
Vishisht Seva Medal (VSM)
and more than 50 commen-
dation cards.

Several officers of this 
batch played crucial roles 

while serving the country. 
An officer from this batch, 
Major Ranjit Muthanna sac-
rificed his life while serving 
in Sri Lanka.

Five more officers from 
this batch served as defence 
attaches in Pakistan, Ger-
many, Turkey, Nigeria and 
Saudi Arabia. Another six 
officers from this glory batch 
played a key role in shaping 
the office cadre of the Army 
through the appointment of 
Battalion Commanders at 
the IMA. Further, more than 
40 officers from this batch 
have ‘instructional appoint-
ments’ at the IMA and other 
training establishments of 
the Defence Ministry.

A total of 133 veterans, 
many with their spouses, 

were at the IMA to relive 
their days at the prestigious 
institute. The celebration 
started with paying tributes 
at the IMA War Memo-
rial, which was raised in the 
memory of the alumni who 
sacrified their lives in the line 
of duty. They also observed 
a moment of silence for 94 
batchmates who made the 
supreme sacrifice. The 
batch also presented a life-
sized bronze statue of Field 
Marshal KM Cariappa to the 
IMA Commandant.

A ‘Coffee Table Book’ with 
‘Then & Now’ photographs of 
all 404 coursemates and doc-
umenting their reminiscences 
and personal details, was also 
released by the Officiating 
Commandant of the IMA.

To ensure proper protection 
and maintenance of cows, 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Friday di-
rected the Department of Ani-
mal Husbandry to improve 
the condition of the cow pro-

tection shelters on priority.
In pursuance of the direc-

tives issued by the Chief 
Minister, the cow protec-
tion shelters in the state will 
have complete arrangements 
for fodder, water, security 
and cleanliness and hygiene 
of the cattle. Owing to the 
sustained efforts of the Yogi 

Adityanath government, ar-
rangements have been made 
for the protection of cows in 
the cow shelters (‘Gaushalas’) 
in all the urban bodies of the 
state. Moreover, farmers are 
also being encouraged to take 
proper care of destitute cows.

To protect animals from 
the winter chill, CM Yogi has 

given clear instructions to the 
Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment to ensure the availability 
of medicines and other means 
of treatment.

Instructions have also been 
given to complete cow shel-
ters (gaushalas) by 31 January, 
2023, for them to be function-
al by 31 March, 2023.

IMA COMPLETES 50 YEARS, CELEBRATES WITH VETERANS OF 1972 BATCH

CM Yogi instructs Animal Husbandry 
Dept to improve condition of cow shelters

House collapses due to 
cylinder blast, one dead

POLITICAL ATTACK

Amid the row over the 
Mangaluru cooker bomb 
explosion case, Karnataka 
Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai on Friday attacked 
Congress saying the party 
should clarify whether it is 
pro-terrorists or patriots.

Bommai’s remarks came 
a day after Karnataka Con-
gress chief DK Shivakumar 
on Thursday alleged that 
the cooker bomb explo-
sion in an autorickshaw in 
Mangaluru last month was 
declared a “terror activity” 
without any investigation 
and it might have been a 
“mistake”. The Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (KPCC) president Shi-
vakumar also accused the 
Karnataka DGP and ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
government of “tarnishing” 
the image of the state at the 
global level. Reacting to 

Shivakumar’s statement on 
the Mangaluru cooker blast 
case, Bommai told reporters 
here on Friday, “It was not 
the job of patriots to make 
statements that will affect 
the morale of the police 
department and of the na-
tion. People will decide if 
Congress leaders clarify it. 
When terrorists are caught 
along with evidence, ques-
tioning the ongoing inves-
tigation is like extending 
moral support to terrorist 
organisations.”

He further said the pres-
sure cooker exploded when 
a person was carrying the 

materials related to the 
bomb. It is clear that the ac-
cused had planned to carry 
out the explosion in Manga-
luru City. The arrested per-
son who had concealed his 
identity had been arrested 
in 2-3 cases. It is also clear 
that this terrorist had linked 
outside the country, said 
Chief Minister Bommai.

Bommai said it is not cor-
rect on the part of Karna-
taka Congress president 
Shivakumar to term the 
Mangaluru blast as an ‘ac-
cident’ and try to hush it up.

He said, “This has been the 
policy of the Congress. The 
practice of Congress lead-
ers is to talk lightly about 
terrorist-related activities, 
extend support to terrorists 
and criticise when terrorists 
were hanged. This is an elec-
tion tactic to appease them. 
It is an old trick to talk in 
such a manner anticipating 
the minority votes. People 

are now awake and such 
tricks will not work out.”

On 19 November, an explo-
sion was reported in an au-
to-rickshaw in Mangaluru.

Auto driver Purushotham, 
and the prime accused, 
identified as 24-year-old 
Mohammed Shariq, were 
on fire when shopkeepers 
and local residents rushed 
to their rescue soon after 
the blast. On 20 November, 
Karnataka Police identified 
the bomber as Karnataka’s 
Thirthahalli-based Mo-
hammed Shariq, a terror 
accused charged with links 
to the Islamic State (IS), who 
is on the run since Septem-
ber 2022. The bomber had 
suffered nearly 40 per cent 
burns in the explosion.

A day after the explosion 
in Mangaluru, Karnataka 
Director General of Police 
Praveen Sood on said the 
mysterious blast was an “act 
of terror”

Congress should clarify whether it is 
pro-terrorist or patriots: CM Bommai
TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU  

PROTEST

More than 2000 security 
personnel including two Ad-
ditional Commissioners and 
five Deputy Commissioners 
will be deployed in Mumbai 
to keep an eye on the Maha 
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) protest 
march on Saturday against 
the Eknath Shinde govern-
ment and the Governor of the 
state- Bhagat Singh Koshiyari 
over his controversial remark 
over Chhatrapati Shivaji.

The Mumbai Police has 
tightened security arrange-
ments so that no law and order 
problem arises. “More than 2 
thousand police personnel 
will be deployed to keep an 
eye on the rally of Maha Vikas 
Aghadi in which two addition-
al commissioners and four-
five DCPs are also included,” 
said police.

During this rally, Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF) con-
tingent will also be deployed.

According to the police, if 

the crowd increases too much, 
then the Mumbai Police will 
also use drones from time to 
time for surveillance through 
drone cameras.

Earlier in the day, Mumbai 
Police gave permission to 
MVA for its protest march 
in Mumbai on 17 December 
against the Eknath Shinde 
government and the Gover-
nor of the state- Bhagat Singh 
Koshiyari over his controver-
sial remark over Chhatrapati 
Shivaji.

The march is scheduled to 
culminate in a rally outside 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Termi-
nus Maharaj (CSMT) station, 
where all the senior opposition 
leaders, including Shiv Sena 
(UBT) chief Uddhav Thac-
keray, will address the crowd. 
NCP chief Sharad Pawar may 
participate in the rally. On 
Thursday, MVA leaders an-
nounced that they would go 
ahead with the protest march 
regardless of whether permis-
sion was given. Addressing 

the Press conference Uddhav 
Thackeray on Thursday had 
said, “On this 17th Dec, we will 
hold a ‘Morcha’ from Jijamata 
Udyan to Azad Maidan in 
Mumbai against the current 
state government and de-
mands to remove Maharash-
tra’s Governor, I appeal to all 
those who love Maharashtra 
to come together against those 
who have insulted the state.”

Uddhav also slammed the 
state government over the 
Maharashtra-Karnataka 
border issue.

Stepping up its attack on 
the government, Thackeray 
said, “Karnataka has been 
asking for our areas, vil-
lages and even Jath, Solapur 
will they ask our Pandarpur 
Vithoba too? This raises one 
question-is there any govt in 
Maharashtra? Like before 
the Gujarat elections, some 
businesses were shifted 
there, so before the Karnata-
ka elections will our villages 
be given to Karnataka?..”

MAHARASHTRA: OVER 2,000 SECURITY 
PERSONNEL TO BE DEPLOYED FOR MVA’S RALLY
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI    

CHATTISGARH RAPE CASE

HENIOUS

The Raipur police detained 
14 year old minor, accused 
for allegedly raping and 
strangulating an eight-year-
old girl living in the same 
block.

“On 7 December evening, a 
missing report of an 8-year-
old girl was received in 

Vidhansabha police station 
area. On which crime of 363 
was registered. After 5 days, 
the dead body of that girl 
was recovered from a desert-
ed place behind a nearby col-
ony,” said Raipur Senior Su-
perintendent of Police (SSP) 
Prashant Agarwal. He said 
that the accused lived in the 
same society as the accused 

adding, “The accused’s fa-
ther had been sentenced to 
jail under the POSCO act.”

“After five days, the girl’s 
body was found 500 meters 
away from her house. There 
were injury marks on the 
girl’s body, and there were 
marks of strangulation on 
the neck of the girl. said Rai-
pur SSP Prashant Agarwal.

A woman died, while three 
other people were buried 
under a house that col-
lapsed due to an alleged 
cylinder blast in the Jan-
gambadi area of Dashash-
wamedh, informed police 
officials.

The deceased has been 
identified as Baby Verma. 
“The house was of four 
rooms, four people who 
were buried due to the 
collapse of the roof of two 
rooms have been reduced. 
A woman named Baby 
Verma died due to the col-
lapse,” said Varanasi Dis-
trict Magistrate (DM) S Ra-

jalingam.
He said that there was a 

loud bang after which the 
neighbours informed the 
police. 

“Around 9.15 a.m. there 
was a loud bang in the 
house and the walls and 
the roofs of the rooms col-
lapsed. When the people 
around heard the loud 
bang, they came out of the 
house. 

When the neighbours 
saw it, the roof of the house 
was missing. It was learned 
that the family members 
were buried under the de-
bris. After this people start-
ed making noise for help ," 
he said.

An engineering student’s 
body was found with his 
throat slit in a college near 
Bannerghatta in Karnataka, 
police said. The deceased has 
been identified as 19-year-
old Nitin Narayana, a native 
of Kozhikode in Kerala. The 
teenager was found dead in-
side a toilet at a hostel of the 
AMC Engineering College in 
Anekal. Nitin had joined the 
college on December 1 after 
getting enrolled in the first-
year computer science engi-
neering course.

According to Bannerghatta 
Police who visited the site of 
the tragedy, the teenager al-
legedly committed suicide 
by cutting his throat with 
a knife. Nitin’s family hails 
from Padini Jaria Village in 
Kerala’s Kozikode District 
and are residents of Koyalan-
di village. The deceased’s par-
ents currently live in Dubai. 
Police said they are investi-

gating reports that Nitin had 
allegedly resorted to the ex-
treme step due to depression.

The body of the deceased 
student has been sent for 
post-mortem to Victoria Hos-
pital in Bengaluru. Mean-
while, the National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC) 
has taken suo motu cogni-
zance over the alleged suicide 
of three students in Rajast-
han’s Kota and sent notices to 
the Chief Secretary, the Raj-
asthan government, the Sec-
retary, Higher Education, 
Union Ministry of Education, 
and Chairperson of the Na-
tional Medical Commission. 
Two of the deceased students 
were from Bihar and the 
third one was from Madhya 
Pradesh.

“All the three students 
were taking coaching 
classes for the National Eli-
gibility and Entrance Test 
(NEET) - the exam for med-
ical colleges,” a statement 
from NHRC noted.

MINOR RAPE ACCUSED LIVING IN SAME BLOCK 
DETAINED, INTERROGATION UNDERWAY

Kerala student found with 
throat slit inside Karnataka 
college hostel toilet
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UNEMPLOYMENT

Slamming the previous 
governments, Uttar 
Pradesh CM Yogi Ad-

ityanath on Friday said that 
the presence of corruption 
and discrimination five years 
ago made youth loathe gov-
ernment jobs.

“Youth stopped trusting 
Uttar Pradesh Public Ser-
vice Commission, hesitated 
in case of government jobs,” 
he said. As part of the Uttar 
Pradesh government’s “Mis-
sion Rozgar”, CM Yogi dis-
tributed appointment letters 
to about 431 candidates at 
Lok Bhavan who have been 
recruited by the UP Public 
Service Commission (UP-
PSC) for the state’s agricul-
ture department.

Declaring that UP holds 
enough potential to feed not 

only the entire country but 
also the world, he said that if 
the state’s agricultural capac-
ity is improved with concert-
ed efforts, it will soon become 
the ‘growth engine’ of the 
country’s economy and will 
lead the food grain produc-
tion globally.

“Usage of Technology, avail-
ability of quality and certified 

seeds, innovation and pro-
gressive farming, will boost 
the state’s agricultural capac-
ity about three times and Ut-
tar Pradesh will not only be 
able to feed the entire country 
but even the world,” he said.

He further said that to en-
sure that the state turns into 
a USD1 trillion economy, the 
government has identified 

sectors with the best growth 
possibilities while agriculture 
remains a priority. “UP’s fer-
tile land, abundant natural 
resources, and agriculture 
being the prime source of in-
come for a large population 
in the state makes it essential 
to strengthen the agriculture 
sector for UP to progress,”  he 
said. Stating that many efforts 
are being made jointly by 
the central and state govern-
ments to increase possibilities 
in agriculture in the state, Yogi 
said that there are six agricul-
tural universities in the state, 
which, while working under 
the central and state govern-
ments, are working to bol-
ster the agricultural produce. 
“With the help of the gov-
ernment of India, 89 Krishi 
Vigyan Kendras (one in small 
districts, two in big districts) 
are functional in UP,” he add-

ed. He further said, “UP has 
made efforts with the centre 
to benefit crop growers. After 
2014, PM Modi ensured the 
inclusion of farmers among 
the priorities of the govern-
ment. About 2.54 crore farm-
ers in UP are benefiting from 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi and various other 
schemes. An additional irri-
gation facility was provided 
to 22 lakh hectares of land in 
UP through the PM Krishi 
Sinchayee Yojana.”

Various pending irrigation 
projects including the Saryu 
Canal Project and the Arjun 
Sahayak have been complet-
ed and operationalised in a 
time-bound manner to ben-
efit the farmers. Many farm-
ers from UP’s Barabanki, 
Varanasi, Saharanpur, and 
Bulandshahr were honoured 
with Padma awards, he said.

CORRUPTION IN PREVIOUS RULES MADE 
YOUTH LOATHE GOVT JOBS: UP CM
TDG NETWORK
LUCKNOW

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

CM Basavaraj Bommai

Veterans of 1972 batch at IMA to celebrate 50 years of service.

TOP OF THE DAY

KANPUR: 3 KILLED, 
2 INJURED IN 
BICYCLE SADDLE 
FACTORY
KANPUR: Three persons 
were killed and two were 
scorched after a fire broke 
out in a bicycle seat-
making factory in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Kanpur district 
early on Friday. The inci-
dent took place Fazalganj 
Gadrian Purwa area 
around 4.30 am when 
at least eight labours 
were present inside the 
factory. The fire spread 
rapidly due to the plastic 
granules present. Two 
of the injured have been 
admitted to the Burns 
Department of Hallet 
Hospital here, three oth-
ers who got minor burns 
were saved after a lot of 
effort while three died on 
the spot. 

ALL SERVICES TO 
GO ONLINE BY  
15 JANUARY IN J&K
SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Secretary 
Arun Kumar Mehta on 
Friday asked officials 
to enable administra-
tive services to go online 
by January 15 next year. 
He directed officials to 
prepare a list of all the 
services provided by 
the departments. The 
chief secretary made the 
remarks while reviewing 
the performance of the IT 
Department at a meeting 
in Srinagar on Friday. The 
meeting was attended 
by the commissioner 
secretary, IT Depart-
ment, scientists from NIC 
and other officers of the 
department. 

KOCHI CUSTOMS 
SEIZES GOLD OF  
RS 46 LAKH,
ONE HELD
KOCHI: The Customs De-
partment on Friday seized 
over 1000 gram of gold 
worth Rs 46.50 lakh from 
a passenger at the Kochi 
airport in Kerala. As per 
officers of the Kochi Cus-
toms Air Intelligence Unit 
(AIU) batch, the passen-
ger was intercepted at the 
green channel with gold 
capsules concealed in his 
body while coming from 
Sharjah to Kochi via flight 
G9 426. The officials have 
arrested the passenger 
who has been identified 
as Thrissur resident Riyaz. 
They informed about the 
recovery and seizure of 
four capsules of gold, 
weighing 1,181 grams, 
concealed inside his body 
in compound form. 

‘CHHATTISGARH 
GAURAV DIWAS’ 
TO BE CELEBRATED 
ON 17 DECEMBER
RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh is 
going to celebrate ‘State 
Gaurav Diwas’ to com-
memorate the comple-
tion of the government’s 
four-year tenure under 
the leadership of Chief 
Minister Bhupesh Baghel 
in state capital Raipur on 
17 December. According 
to a press release issued 
by the CMO, the General 
Administration Depart-
ment (GAD) has issued 
detailed instructions to all 
the collectors about the 
celebration of the Gaurav 
Diwas. The collectors 
have been instructed that 
all farmers of Gauthans, 
presidents, members of 
Gauthan Committees, 
and villagers should be 
invited to Tendu Patta 
Collection Centers.
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The tweet by the Vice 
President of India on 
7 December 2022 stat-

ing that “the historic NJAC 
Bill, passed unanimously by 
the Parliament, was undone 
by the Supreme Court using 
the judicially evolved doc-
trine of ‘Basic Structure’ of 
Constitution. There is no par-
allel to such a development 
in democratic history of the 
world”, has exposed the rift 
between the government and 
judiciary over the mechanism 
of appointing judges through 
the Collegium system of the 
Supreme Court. 

The SC’s Collegium system 
for appointing and transfer-
ring judges has gradually 
evolved from three judgments 
known as the judge’s case. In 
SP Gupta v. UOI [First Judges 

Case, (1981) Supp SCC 87], 
Justice Venkataramiah, in 
his verdict, penned that un-
der Article 217, the President 
is vested with the power to 
appoint a High Court Judge. 
While the President is bound 
to consult and consider the 
opinions of the authorities 
mentioned therein, he is not 
bound by their opinions. SC 
suggested that a collegium 
must recommend the Presi-
dent to appoint an SC or a 
High Court Judge and ruled 
that the CJI was not entitled 
to primacy in case of a differ-
ence of opinion, thus giving 
the executive primacy in the 
appointment of judges. How-
ever, in SC Advocates-on Re-
cord Association vs Union of 
India, [Second Judges Case, 
(1993) 4 SCC 441], the 9-judge 
bench of SC partly overruled 
the Gupta’s judgment and 
held that the CJI had pri-
macy in case of difference of 
opinion and introduced the 
collegium system, holding 
that “consultation” really 
meant “concurrence”. In re 
Special Reference 1 of 1998, 
[Third Judges Case, (1998) 7 
SCC 739], the 9-judge bench 
of SC further explained the 

meaning of the expression 
“consultation with the CJI” 
under Articles 217(1) and 
222(1) by holding that it re-
quires consultation with a 
plurality of judges in the for-
mation of the opinion of the 
CJI and not his sole individual 
opinion. Upon President’s ref-
erence, SC expanded the Col-
legium to a five-member body 
comprising the CJI and four 
of his senior-most colleagues. 
Since then, the recommen-
dation for appointment and 
transfer of judges across High 
Courts by the collegium of 
five seniormost judges of SC 
has been the law of the land. 

Nevertheless, the mecha-
nism of appointment by the 
Collegium of SC has been 
marred by allegations of 
opacity, lack of transpar-
ency and social diversity 
in their recommendations. 
To overcome criticisms, the 
government promulgated 
the National Judicial Ap-
pointments Commission Bill, 
2014 [NJAC], in conjunction 
with the Constitutional (121st 
Amendment) Bill, 2014. The 
NJAC comprising six persons 
[CJI, Two senior judges of the 
SC next to CJI, Union Minis-
ter of Law, and Two eminent 
persons], was to replace the 
Collegium system. 

Since the provisions of 
NJAC stipulated sharing of 
wisdom of appointment of 
judges with the political ex-
ecutive and further sought to 
give politicians and civil soci-
ety a final say in the appoint-
ment of judges to the highest 
courts, SC struck down the 

NJAC and the Constitutional 
amendment in 2014 by hold-
ing that the judiciary could 
not risk being caught in a 
“web of indebtedness” to-
wards the government.  

The striking down of NJAC 
created a wedge between 
the judiciary and the gov-
ernment, leading to a phase 
where the names recom-
mended by the Collegium 
were either sent back by the 
government for reconsid-
eration or a stoic silence was 
maintained without accept-
ing or rejecting the recom-
mendations, contributing to 
large vacancies across India. 

Recently, an unhealthy 
debate erupted in the public 
domain wherein the govern-
ment accused the Collegium 
system of being opaque and 
unaccountable, while the SC 
criticized the government for 
delaying and ignoring the 
Collegium’s recommenda-
tions. The argument reached 
a stage where the VP’s office 
tweeted the above statement 
and also tweeted that “we 
need to bear in mind that in 
a democracy, basic of any ‘Ba-
sic Structure’ is the primacy 
of the mandate of the people 
reflected in the Parliament” 
on the same day. 

Whilst the government is 
entitled to an opinion con-
cerning striking down the 
NJAC, care should be taken 
that such an opinion does not 
undermine the SC’s power of 
judicial review by drawing 
parallels with the democratic 
history of the world without 
naming any specific country. 

It has to be borne in mind that 
India is not governed by par-
liamentary supremacy like 
the UK, which lacks a writ-
ten constitution. 

The vacuum created by the 
absence of a written constitu-
tion in a country like the UK 
is filled by the doctrine of 
parliamentary supremacy. In 
such countries, the courts do 
not have the power to amend 
or repeal any law question-
ing the validity of the laws 
made by the parliaments. 
Thus, comparing the power 
of judicial review by SC with 
the courts in countries with-
out a written constitution is 
like comparing apples and 
oranges.   

Even in the absence of a 
written constitution, the 
seeds of judicial review in 
the UK were sowed long 
back in 1610 in Bonham’s 
Case, wherein Sir Edward 
Coke, Chief Justice of Eng-
land’s Court of Common 
Pleas, declared that “when 
an act of parliament is against 
common right or reason, or 
repugnant, or impossible to 
be performed, the common 
law will control it and adjudge 
such act to be void.” 

In the US, a democracy 
governed by constitutional 
supremacy, the courts have 
exercised powers of judicial 
review to strike down a law 
inconsistent with constitu-
tional values. In Marbury v. 
Madison, the US Supreme 
Court established the prin-
ciple of judicial review in the 
United States, confirming the 
powers of American courts to 

strike down laws and statutes 
inconsistent with the consti-
tution.

The power to strike down a 
law if it does not conform with 
the constitutional principles 
cannot be distinguished by 
narrowing down the ex-
pression ‘basic structure’ of 
the constitution, which in-
cludes the supremacy of the 
constitution and the indepen-
dent judiciary as an essential 
part. Therefore, the SC is well 
within its powers to declare a 
law unconstitutional if it in-
terferes with that structure. 
Similarly, the law settled by 
the SC in the judge’s case can-
not be considered beyond the 
powers granted to the SC by 
the constitution itself under 
Articles 141 and 142. 

The conflict over the 
mechanism of appointment 
of judges can be resolved 
by mutual understanding 
and consultation, which 
should take place at the ear-
liest, failing which not only 
the vacancies will soar, but 
brilliant minds will also be 
discouraged from accepting 
judicial appointments. Until 
legislation to replace the Col-
legium system is enacted, the 
recommendations made by 
the Collegium should be re-
spected by deliberating and 
deciding upon them at the 
earliest. Also, steps should be 
taken to avoid public confron-
tation, which undermines the 
authority of both the SC and 
the government. 
Akhilesh Sheshmani Dubey is an 
advocate and solicitor practising 
in Bombay High Court.

Battle of power:  
Collegium vs NJAC 
Unhealthy debate erupted in the public domain wherein the government 
accused the Collegium system of being opaque and unaccountable.

Trap?

The raging war

Rich tributes paid by multiple Congress leaders 
to the late Sanjay Gandhi on his 76th  birth anni-
versary on Wednesday is a clear indication Indira 
Gandhi’s younger son’s legacy lives on in the grand 
old party. Sanjay died more than 42 years ago 
and during the short span was at one stage held 
responsible for the Congress debacle in the 1977 
Parliamentary polls but was subsequently cred-
ited with the party’s victory in 1980. The supreme 
irony is that the Congress that has faced many ups 
and downs since his death, has survived largely 
because leaders cho-
sen by him helped 
the party at its most 
critical  periods. 
Although it is dif-
ficult for a mother 
to choose between 
her children, Indira 
Gandhi had always 
demonstrated a soft 
corner for Sanjay 
and allowed him to 
do many things even 
if they sometimes 
bordered on trans-

gressions. Rajiv Gandhi joined politics following 
his brother’s tragic death in a plane crash. He was 
a thorough gentleman and was regarded very 
highly by his colleagues. However, he brought in 
many of his close friends into politics and one by 
one they deserted him by pursuing their own am-
bitions instead of the objectives set by the party. 
By the time, Rajiv Gandhi started getting a good 
grasp over politics, he too was brutally assassinat-
ed by a human bomb in Sriperumbudur in Tamil 
Nadu. But Sanjay’s trusted lieutenants stood by 
the party. The list is long and it includes the late 
Pranab Mukherjee, who owed his political career 
to him to a large extent, Kamal Nath, his man Fri-
day during the struggle days, Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
Ambika Soni, and a host of others. However, the 
contribution of this youth icon was never publicly 
acknowledged by the Gandhis who control the 
organization and they have chosen to only fol-
low their own agenda. Consequently, no attempt 
has been made to bring back to the party Sanjay’s 
widow, Maneka Gandhi and son, Feroze Varun, 
who are both BJP’s Members of Parliament. There 
have been occasional demands in muted voices to 
at least bring back Varun, but no initiative in this 
direction seems to have been taken and the Gan-
dhi family remains divided, politically as well as 
emotionally. Sanjay Gandhi was a leader who 
was far ahead of his times. He spoke about ecol-
ogy when no one else did, he supported the small 
family norm and favoured people who were edu-
cated to help teach those who were uneducated. 
He was targeted when the Janata Party came to 
power but had the tenacity and determination to 
fight back. His two school time buddies, Kamal 
Nath and Akbar Ahmed were always by his side.  
The first signs of a Congress comeback were vis-
ible when Youth Congress workers led by late Lalit 
Maken and Prem Swarup Nayyar, whose contri-
bution has never been recognized, staged a mas-
sive demonstration outside the All India Radio. 
Sanjay also plotted the fall of the Morarji Desai 
government with the help of Socialist icon, Raj 
Narain, the man who defeated his mother from 
Rae Bareilly in 1977. There is no leader whose po-
litical standing exceeds 42 years in the Congress 
who can admit that he was never helped by Sanjay 
Gandhi or his policies at some stage or the other.  
Like always, there was a prayer meeting to offer 
tributes to the late leader but none of the Congress 
Gandhis attended. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspective
THE LEGACY 

Sanjay gandhi’S 
legacy liveS on in 
The congreSS

A celebrity billionaire fa-
mously said that he draws 
very little salary and almost 
all his earnings come from 
stock options. The year, 2021 
and the first half of 2022 saw 
many professionals switch-
ing gears from companies 
that offer high cash and 
variable components as 
compensations to the ones 
that offered stock options to 
their employees. The lure of 
stock options was even higher 
in US companies where the 
start-up ecosystem is much 
more robust and mature. It’s 
a unique way to attract high 
skilled talent who are will-
ing to defer gratification and 
make it big in the long run. 
Although the market slump 

in 2022 has rendered many 
of these stock options out-
of-the money, one should not 
be cynical of the advantages 
these instruments have to 
keep the management moti-
vated and productive. 

What’s worth pondering is 
the impact of doling out these 
options on the company’s fi-
nancial health and on those 
investors who stake their 
wealth in the company’s fu-
ture. Unlike Wall Street and 
the companies in the financial 
space that lured employees 
with high commission for 
their performance, Silicon 
Valley and the tech sector 
has been instrumental in 
popularizing these options. 
This is largely attributed to 
the method through which 
most of the start-ups and tech 
firms raise funds through 
venture capital, instead of 
through debts and operat-
ing cash flows. In a typical 
bull market company valu-
ations and stock prices stay 
higher and thus companies 
need to issue lesser volume 
of shares to their employees, 

however, in a bear market 
the same amount needs to be 
committed by issuing higher 
number of shares. Let us try 
to understand the issue with 
a simple example, 

Company A issues shares 
worth 30 Lakhs to employee 
X during his joining, at a time 
when each of its shares were 
valued at Rs 1000, and for Rs 
30 lakhs worth of share, com-
pany A needs to issue, 3000 
shares. Fast forward a year 
later, in a market slump when 
company A hires employee Y 
and offers 30 lakhs worth of 
shares at a market price of 
Rs. 500, it will need to issue 
6000 shares to employee B. 
This essentially dilutes the 
holdings of existing share-
holders including employee 
A. There is nothing ques-
tionable about this phenom-
enon and this is how the stuff 
works. However, the reason 
these were never questioned 
was because of a multi-year 
bull run where valuations 
kept going up. In a bear mar-
ket what companies are doing 
to mitigate this dilution, is to 
roll out large share buy-back 
programs and coming up 
with new accounting metrics 
to groom their earnings and 
cash flow statements. 

The consequences of these 
buybacks can be dangerous, if 
employees have stock options, 
they will generally exit only 
when their valuations are 
significantly higher than the 
price at which they received 

it and the same would en-
sure long term commitment 
towards the company. With 
share buy-back programs es-
sentially the employees and 
the management get a new 
exit route. Many employees 
of companies in food deliv-
ery, consumer-tech, fintech 
and buy-now-pay later space, 
where profits have remained 
elusive despite decade long 
operations, would seriously 
consider exercising these 
buybacks.

When we look at this para-
dox the mandate for these 
companies is quite clear. 
Companies need to have 
boards that are not mere 
rubber stamps and exercise 
due diligence in interest of 
its shareholders. The hiring 
spree witnessed in the boom 
years were largely in the 
marketing and commercial 
space. Fancy designations 
like growth hackers, growth 
evangelists and digital futur-
ists featured in the LinkedIn 
profile of professionals, who 
were essentially involved in 
nothing more than sales 
and marketing using digital 
tools. The insane pressure 
to scale and deliver a hu-
mongous growth put any 
discussions on operating 
efficiencies and profitability 
to the backburner, and the 
boards largely complied with 
the management’s decision.  
The paradigm of capitalism 
shifted from a unidimen-
sional pursuit for profit to a 

unidimensional pursuit for 
growth in revenue. 

To change the gears towards 
profitability, requires having 
people with a completely dif-
ferent mindset and is bound 
to create friction in the com-
pany’s culture. Highly inno-
vative companies like Figma 
will always have a way out, 
however, companies that es-
sentially harped on scaling 
through digital channels to 
sustain their financing and 
have now stopped growing, 
will need to be prepared for 
a major shakeup or will be 
rendered structurally un-
profitable. 

Thunderbolt is a great 
weapon for Indra and Zeus 
to wield, but foot-soldiers 
wielding thunderbolt is a 
rare sight. In the same vein, 
when an instrument that was 
initially conceived for senior 
management, is diluted down 
to cater to the mass market 
of employees, it results in 
unforeseen consequences 
for the company’s and mar-
ket’s health. There are many 
things beyond ESOPs to keep 
the workforce happier. Many 
organizations have rechris-
tened their HR divisions as 
People and Organization and 
have come up with employee 
centric offerings that creates 
long term commitment be-
yond stock options and fos-
ters a healthy culture where 
growth, profitability and 
sustainability can co-exist. 
While sustainability discus-

sions have largely brought the 
giant corporations under the 
lens, ESG is not only about 
environment, but the S also 
strongly alludes to social well-
being of employees and the G 
is a mandate for transparent 
governance. Unfortunately, 
the hype around this seminal 
concept has largely been used 
to raise capital instead of driv-
ing adoption towards a new 
model of capitalism. 

We live in an attention 
economy, where companies 
make headlines when they 
offer insane packages or 
else, when they fire employ-
ees. Rarely do we get to know 
about corporations offering 
long term career grooming; 
assistance for terminal illness 
and facilitating education 
for children. Corporations 
and market rarely step in to 
correct their own ills until 
forced by regulations, the 
dot com bust was followed 
by Sarbanes-Oxley and the 
2008-GFC saw Dodd-Frank 
regulations. The principle of 
these regulations was emu-
lated globally with regional 
flavours. Only time will tell 
the course of regulations to 
address the systemic risk that 
has been posed existing mar-
ket conditions. The cataclysm 
of ESOPs and growth hack-
ing would require a serious 
re-evaluation. 
Dwaipayan Chakraborty is a 
business consultant with EY-
Global and an alumnus of IIM 
Shillong. 

Are ESOPs the new debts?

The contribution of  Sanjay 
Gandhi  was never publicly 
acknowledged by the 
Gandhis who control the 
organization and they have 
chosen to only follow their 
own agenda. Consequently, 
no attempt has been made 
to bring back to the party 
Sanjay’s widow, Maneka 
Gandhi and son, Feroze 
Varun, who are both BJP’s 
Members of Parliament. 

opinion
AkhileSh SheShMAni DuBey

7comment & analysisthe daily guardian review
saturday |  17  december 2022

new delhi

Sanjay Gandhi with indira Gandhi.

opinion
DwAiPAyAn ChAkrABorTy 

Editorial Director:  Prof. M.D. Nalapat; Managing Editor: Pankaj Vohra; Editor: Joyeeta Basu; News Editor: Bikash C Paul; Printed and Published by Rakesh Sharma for and on behalf of Good Morning India Media  Pvt. Ltd.; Printed at: Good Morning India  Media Pvt. Ltd,  Khasra No. 39, Village Basai Brahuddin Nagar, Gautam Buddha 
Nagar, Noida, Uttar Pradesh, (U.P.-201301); Published at:  S-I, 2nd Floor, Green Park, Opp Canara Bank, New Delhi-110016; The Editorial offices: 275 Captain Gaur Marg Sriniwaspuri Okhla, New Delhi - 110065; Mumbai Office: Juhu Hotel, Juhu Tara Road, Santa Cruz-West, Mumbai-400049; Chandigarh Office: SCO-7, Sector 17-E, 
Chandigarh- 160017; RNI Registration No: Applied For; Title Code No:  DELENG19869;  For Subscriptions and Circulation Complaints Contact: Delhi:  Mahesh Chandra Saxena Mobile:+ 91 9911825289, CISN 0976 - 0008



policy & politicsthe daily guardian review
saturday |  17  december 2022

new delhi 9

Make in India is an 
initiative which 
was launched 

on 25th September, 2014 
to facilitate investment, 
foster innovation, build 
best in class infrastructure, 
and make India a hub for 
manufacturing, design, 
and innovation. It is one of 
the unique ‘Vocal for Local’ 
initiatives that promoted 
India’s manufacturing do-
main to the world. 
‘Make in India’ initiative 

has significant achieve-
ments and presently focus-
es on 27 sectors under Make 
in India 2.0. Department for 
Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) 
coordinates action plans 
for 15 manufacturing sec-
tors, while Department of 

Commerce coordinates 12 
service sector plans. Invest-
ment outreach activities are 
done through Ministries, 
State Governments and 
Indian Missions abroad for 
enhancing International co-
operation and promoting 
both domestic and foreign 
investment in the country. 

In addition to ongoing 
schemes of various De-
partments and Ministries, 
Government has taken 
various steps to boost 
domestic and foreign in-
vestments in India. These 
include the introduction 
of Goods and Services Tax, 
reduction in Corporate tax, 
interventions to improve 
ease of doing business, FDI 
policy reforms, measures 
for reduction in compli-
ance burden, policy mea-
sures to boost domestic 

manufacturing through 
public procurement or-
ders, Phased Manufactur-
ing Programme (PMP), to 
name a few.

The series of measures 
taken by the Government 
to improve the economic 
situation and convert the 
disruption caused by CO-
VID 19 into an opportu-
nity for growth includes 
Atmanirbhar packages, in-

vestment opportunities un-
der National Infrastructure 
Pipeline (NIP) and Nation-
al Monetisation Pipeline 
(NMP), India Industrial 
Land Bank (IILB), Indus-
trial Park Rating System 
(IPRS), soft launch of the 
National Single Window 
System (NSWS), etc. An 
institutional mechanism 
to fast-track investments 
has been put in place, in 

the form of Project Devel-
opment Cells (PDCs) in all 
concerned Ministries/ De-
partments of Government 
of India. 

Keeping in view India’s vi-
sion of becoming ‘Atmanirb-
har’ and to enhance India’s 
Manufacturing capabilities 
and Exports, an outlay of 
INR 1.97 lakh crore (over 

US$ 26 billion) has been an-
nounced in Union Budget 
2021-22 for PLI schemes for 
14 key sectors of manufac-
turing, starting from fiscal 
year (FY) 2021-22. With 
the announcement of PLI 
Schemes, significant cre-
ation of production, skills, 
employment, economic 
growth and exports is ex-
pected over the next five 
years and more. 

The reforms taken by 
Government have resulted 
in increased Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) inflows 
in the country. FDI inflows 
in India stood at US $ 45.15 
billion in 2014-2015 and 
have continuously in-
creased since then, and 
India registered its highest 
ever annual FDI inflow of 
US$ 84.84 billion (provi-
sional figures) in the finan-

cial year 2021-22. 
As per Economic Survey 

2021-22, inspite of Covid 
related disruptions there 
is trend of positive overall 
growth of Gross Value Ad-
dition (GVA) in manufac-
turing sector. The total em-
ployment in this sector has 
increased from 57 million 
in the year 2017-18 to 62.4 
million in the year 2019-20. 

The activities under the 
Make in India initiative 
are also being undertaken 
by several Central Govern-
ment Ministries/ Depart-
ments and various State 
Governments. Ministries 
formulate action plans, 
programmes, schemes 
and policies for the sectors 
being dealt by them, while 
States also have their own 
Schemes for attracting in-
vestments.

MANUFACTURING

MAKE IN INDIA FACILITATES INVESTMENT, 
FOSTERS INNOVATION, HELPS BUILD 
BEST IN CLASS INFRASTRUCTURE

‘Make in India 2.0’ fo-
cuses on 27 sectors 

Employment in manu-
facturing increases from 
57 million in the year 
2017-18 to 62.4 million 
in the year 2019-20

Despite Covid related 
disruptions trend of 
positive overall growth 
of Gross Value Addition 
(GVA) seen in manufac-
turing sector

TDG NETWORK 

The Department has taken 
various initiatives to expe-
dite the process of patent 
applications and eliminate 
pendency that includes 
manpower augmentation 
from time to time, setting 
up of feedback mecha-
nism and appropriate 
legislative amendments. 
These includes, modern-
ization of the Intellectual 
property (IP) offces with 
steady switchover from 
manual to computerized 
system of processing of 
applications, improved 
management of intellec-
tual property (IP) related 
information, creation of 
stronger public interface 
and revamping of the 
routine functioning of IP 
offices. Further, consid-
ering the COVID-19 pan-
demic, officers have been 

provided with VPN ac-
cess to avoid any delay in 
examination process. Also, 
to facilitate early disposal 
of applications, hearing 
of contested cases is done 
through videoconferenc-
ing, thereby removing the 
requirement of visiting the 
office by the applicant.

Further, for patent off-
ce international patent 
classification tool, WIPO-
IPCCAT has been imple-
mented, which helps the 
examiners and controllers 
to categorize the patents 
accurately and consistent-
ly into their main and sub-
group levels in IPC. An 
appropriate classification 
results in effective and effi-
cient prior arts search. For 
trademarks, India has ac-
ceded to Treaties on Inter-
national Classification (for 
trademarks and designs) 
including Nice Agreement, 

Vienna Agreement, Lo-
carno Agreement, which 
helps to harmonise the 
classification systems for 
examination of trademark 
and design applications, in 
line with the classification 
systems followed globally. 
Apart from initial induc-
tion, regular trainings 
are given to the technical 
manpower of patent office 
at Rajiv Gandhi National 
Institute of Intellectual 
Property Management 
(RGNIIPM), Nagpur and 
foreign IP Offices, to im-
prove their skills required 
for speedy examination 
and grant/registration of 
IP applications   

The Department regu-
larly reviews the man-
power strength of Patent 
Office with Controller 
General of Patents, De-
signs & Trademarks office. 
In addition to the existing 

manpower of 936 officers, 
500 additional posts in 
the Patent Office have 
been created. Further, 
approval for recruitment 
of 200 contractual man-
power to assist the Patent 
offcers in expediting the 
examination of applica-
tion has been given. 

Patent Offce has ad-
opted centralized system 
of allocation of patent 
applications in which 
applications are allotted 
to offcers irrespective of 
geographical location. All 
operations in the Patent 
Offce have been digitized. 
Further, comprehensive 
e-filing system has been 
introduced which is avail-
able 24x7. Therefore, an 
applicant situated in any 
part of India can file his/
her patent application 
without any requirement 
of visiting Patent Office.

RESEARCH

Initiatives taken by Department of 
Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT) to speed up patent 
applications and eliminate pendency
TDG NETWORK 

Secretary Department for 
Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT), 
Anurag Jain today said that    
Open Network for Digital 
Commerce (ONDC) will 
democratize e-Commerce 
and enable millions of small 
traders take advantage of 
opportunities thrown up by 
e-commerce. He added that 
ONDC will also empower 
consumers by offering more 
choice. He said this after 
inaugurating the office of 
ONDC in New Delhi. 

On the occasion, Anurag 
Jain said that India has 
taken the path of building 
public digital infrastruc-
ture for serving her citizens 
and UPI, Jan Dhan, Aadhar, 
CoWin and ULIP are ex-
amples of this approach. He 
emphasized that ONDC is 
a similar initiative with tre-
mendous potential. We are 
doing something which has 
not been done anywhere else 
in the world, he added. 

Open Network for Digital 
Commerce (ONDC), is an 

initiative of the Department 
of Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade (DPIIT), 
Ministry of Commerce, Gov-
ernment of India,  to create 
a facilitative model to revo-
lutionize digital commerce, 
giving greater thrust to pen-
etration of retail e-commerce 
in India. 
As a true startup, ONDC 

began operations by work-
ing in a co-working space. 
Today, inauguration of 
ONDC’s official workplace 
is a milestone in the journey 
of the organization.  

With the vision to cre-
ate an organization with a 
startup mindset supported 
by government, ‘Open Net-
work for Digital Commerce’ 
was incorporated as a non-
profit, Section-8 company 

on 31st December 2021. The 
company was incubated at 
the Quality Council of In-
dia, an autonomous orga-
nization with DPIIT, where 
the founding work for the 
project was initiated in a 
mission mode. QCI was 
joined by Protean as the co-
founder for incorporation 
of ONDC. Many public and 
private banks and financial 
institutions have contribut-
ed equity to ONDC till now. 
With an authorized capital 
of 500 crore, ONDC already 
has commitments of Rs 230 
crore with a paid-up capital 
of Rs 180 crore. 

An Advisory Council has 
been in place since June 2021 
with participation from the 
government and industry. 
With the growth of the com-

pany, 12 board members 
have joined the company 
including three government 
nominees from the Minis-
tries of Commerce and In-
dustry (DPIIT), MSME and 
Consumer Affairs. 

Major ONDC objectives 
are as follows:

1. Democratisation and de-
centralization of eCommerce 

2. Inclusivity and access for 
sellers, especially small and 
medium enterprises as well 
as local businesses

3. Increased choices and 
independency for consum-
ers

ONDC’s Beta testing phase 
in the city of Bengaluru was 
the first step in operation-
alising a network approach 
to e-commerce as an alter-
native to a platform-centric 
approach. This will make 
the e-Commerce landscape 
more inclusive, accessible 
and experience-driven for 
all consumers and sellers.

As part of the Beta testing 
phase, the network went live 
to public users in Bengaluru 
in Grocery and F&B catego-
ries on 30th September 2022.

COMMERCE

ONDC to democratize e-Commerce and enable 
millions of small traders to avail opportunities 
offered by e- Commerce: Secretary Anurag Jain
TDG NETWORK 

Central Government on 
19th January 2022, has 
approved the continu-
ation of Central Sector 
Scheme ‘Indian Footwear 
and Leather Development 
Programme (IFLDP)’ till 
31.03.2026 or till further 
review, whichever is ear-
lier. 

Leather and Footwear 
industries are being 
benefitted through this 
programme. IFLDP has 
been approved for imple-
mentation with six sub-
schemes and the details 
are as under:

(i) Sustainable Technol-
ogy and Environmental 
Promotion(STEP):- As-
sistance for each Common 
Effluent Treatment Plant 
(CETP) would be @80% 
of the total project cost 
for North Eastern Areas 

with industry/beneficiary 
share would be 20% of 
the project cost and @ 
70% of the total project 
cost for other areas with 
industry/beneficiary 
share would be 30% of 
the project cost with a 
limit of ₹ 200 crore.

(ii) Integrated Devel-
opment of Leather Sec-
tor (IDLS) :- Assistance 
provided to the sectoral 
units for their moderniza-
tion/capacity expansion/
technology upgradation 
@30% to Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprise 
(MSME) units and 20% 
to other units. Financial 
assistance is provided 
for North Eastern Areas 
@40% of cost of plant 
& machinery to MSME 
units and 30% to other 
units. 5% additional grant 
is provided for domestic 
manufactured machinery.

 (iii) Mega Leather Foot-
wear and Accessories 
Cluster Development 
(MLFACD) :Assistance 
is provided @70% of the 
project cost in North East-
ern areas and @50% of 
the project cost for other 
regions subject to de-
pending on the total land 
area as mentioned in the 
guidelines and for land 
development, core infra-
structure, social infra-
structure, production fa-
cilities including ready to 
use sheds with plug and 
play facility, R&D support 
and export services  ex-
cluding cost of land with 
maximum Government 
assistance being limited 
to ₹ 125 crore.

 (iv) Establishment of 
Institutional Facilities 
(EIF):- Assistance would 
be provided as a one-time 
grant-in -aid for establish-

ment/upgradation of the 
institutional infrastruc-
ture of Footwear Design 
and Development Insti-
tute (FDDI).

 (v) Brand Promotion of 
Indian Brands in Foot-
wear and Leather Sec-
tor :- Central assistance 
would be  provided 50% 
of total project cost sub-
ject to limit of  ₹ 3 crore for 
each brand, each year for 
the next three years. The 
share of the Indian Manu-
facturer would be balance 
50% of the project cost.

 (vi) Development of De-
sign Studios in Footwear 
and Leather Sector:- Cen-
tral assistance would be 
restricted to 50% of the 
total subject to a limit of 
Rs.10 crores to each de-
sign studio. The share of 
beneficiary would be bal-
ance 50% of the project 
cost.

MANUFACTURING

Indian Footwear and Leather 
Development Programme (IFLDP)
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Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade 
(DPIIT) recognized startups 
have self-reported creation 
of over 8.6 lakh direct jobs as 
on 30th November 2022 since 
the launch of Startup India in 
2016

The Government with an in-
tent to build a strong ecosys-
tem for nurturing innovation 
and startups in the country 
launched Startup India initia-
tive on 16th January 2016. In 
order to meet the objectives 
of the initiative, the Govern-
ment unveiled an Action Plan 
for Startup India that laid the 
foundation of Government 
support, schemes and incen-
tives envisaged to create a 

vibrant startup ecosystem in 
the country. The Action Plan 
comprises of 19 action items 
spanning across areas such as 

“Simplification and handhold-
ing”, “Funding support and 
incentives” and “Industry-
academia partnership and 
incubation”.

As per eligibility condi-
tions prescribed under G.S.R. 
notification 127 (E) dated 19th 
February 2019, entities are 
recognized as startups under 
Startup India initiative by the 
Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade 
(DPIIT). 84,012 entities have 
been recognised as startups 
from across the country by 
the DPIIT as on 30th Novem-
ber 2022. 

There has been a year-on-

year increase in reported 
number of jobs created by the 

recognised startups, details of 
which are as follows:

INDUSTRY

DEPARTMENT FOR PROMOTION OF INDUSTRY 
AND INTERNAL TRADE (DPIIT) RECOGNIZED 
STARTUPS CREATE OVER 8.6 LAKH DIRECT 
JOBS SINCE THE LAUNCH OF STARTUP INDIA

Year Total Number of Jobs Created (self-re-
ported) by DPIIT Recognised Startups 
(as on 30th November 2022) 

2016 10

2017 43,322

2018 88,147

2019 132,804

2020 161,796

2021 198,762

2022 238,767

Total 863,608

In terms of Government of 
India Notification No.4(6)-
B(W&M)/2022 dated De-
cember 15, 2022, Sovereign 
Gold Bonds 2022-23 (Series 
III) will be opened for sub-
scription during the period 
December 19-23, 2022 with 
Settlement date December 
27, 2022. The issue price of 
the Bond during the sub-
scription period shall be Rs 
5,409 (Rupees Five Thou-
sand Four Hundred Nine 
only) per gram, as also pub-
lished by RBI in their Press 
Release dated December 16, 
2022. 
   The Government of India 
in consultation with the 
Reserve Bank of India has 
decided to allow discount 
of Rs 50 (Rupees Fifty 
only) per gram from the is-
sue price to those investors 
who apply online and the 
payment is made through 
digital mode. For such in-
vestors the issue price of 
Gold Bond will be Rs 5,359 
(Rupees Five Thousand 
Three Hundred Fifty Nine 
only) per gram of gold.

INVESTMENT

SOVEREIGN GOLD 
BOND SCHEME 
2022-23 (SERIES 
III) – ISSUE PRICE
TDG NETWORK 



Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) witnessed a surge in “Aza-
di slogans” after Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif insulted top 
Pok leader Tanvir Ilyas, Sakariya Kareem writes in Asian Lite 
International.

This new development came after a video went viral fea-
turing Sharif, who was at an official function, showing him 
indulging in a verbal spat with Ilyas. “You sit down, we will 
talk later,” Sharif is seen telling Ilyas. As Ilyas refuses to sit 
down, Sharif is perceptibly seen losing his cool and continu-
ing his speech angrily, according to Asian Lite International.

PoK’s top leader, during the function, wanted to raise the 
issues of his people but Sharif didn’t allow him to speak. After 
being insulted by Pakistan’s PM, Illyas alleged that Sharif’s 
guard attacked him.

Ilyas facing humiliation in an official function triggered 
anti-Islamabad protests in many areas of PoK with protesters 
demanding Azadi from the tyrannical rule of Pakistan. They 
expressed their outrage at the ill-treatment meted out to them 
and their leaders since 1947 when the tribal raiders illegally 
occupied PoK, reported Asian Lite International.

To take revenge on Ilyas, Pakistan PM sealed Jinnah Avenue 
and the Centaurus Mall. Notably, Centaurus Mall was owned 
by the PoK leader. By doing so Islamabad sent a clear message 
to leaders and the residents of PoK that anyone who dares to 
raise his voice will have to face the consequences.

PoK natural resources have been excessively exploited by 
successive regimes in Islamabad and had turned the land into 
a barren one. The ruling class of PoK seems to have under-
stood that there is no room for negotiation with Islamabad 
and that the only way forward is to seek freedom from Paki-
stan and its rulers.

For the past 70 years, residents of PoK have been suffering 
in silence as they are not allowed to raise their voices. The me-
dia is controlled by the government so human rights abuses 
by the armed forces and terrorists go unreported, Asian Lite 
International reported.

No signs of development are visible in PoK as the region has 
never been treated at par with the other parts of Pakistan. The 
federal government has always neglected basic needs in PoK, 
which suffers from poor infrastructure and a lack of available 
resources and technology.

Pakistan’s military establishment under a well-thought-out 
plan has kept the region underdeveloped and underprivi-
leged. PoK during all these years has served as a breeding 
ground for terrorists, as per the Asian Lite International re-
port.
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DIPLOMATIC ISOLATION

ChINA hAS ITS CLAwS 
ON MyANMAr: rePOrT

The dragon has got its claws 
on Myanmar, a country suf-
fering diplomatic isolation 
following the February 2021 
coup, backing the military 
junta in its bid to bleed the 
nation dry of natural re-
sources, this is how Roland 
Tatum has described the 
plight of erstwhile Burma, 
in his opinion piece for 
Mizzima News.

China rushed in as a 
knight in shining armour to 
shield Myanmar, beset by a 
global boycott and turmoil 
following the overthrow of 
the legitimate elected civil-
ian government of Aung 
San Suu Kyi, Tatum says, 
reminding, “However, such 
a saviour’s act seldom comes 
for free”. “The dragon, the 
apostle of development, 
chooses to take underdevel-
oped nations for a ride and 
later arm-twists them into 
making diplomatic and eco-
nomic concessions. There 
is little doubt that China 
clamours to solve Myan-
mar’s problem only to serve 
its own ends.”

China has its eyes on 
Myanmar’s natural resourc-
es for its economic gains, 
says the writer whose pen 
name is Roalnd Tatum.

China stepped into Myan-
mar at a time of political 
and economic crisis due to 
Myanmar’s recent coup. 
Foreign firms were leaving 
the country suffering from 
poverty, unemployment 
and the country’s military 
after failing to implement an 
agreed five-point consensus, 
was blocked from attending 
the ASEAN meetings.

At this time, China was 
quick to recognize Myan-
mar’s authoritarian regime, 
legitimising it by branding 
the coup as a “cabinet re-
shuffle”.

For China’s continued sup-
port and investments, the 
Myanmar generals bartered 
their natural resources, in-
cluding timber, jade, copper 
and gas. As a result, China 
obtained massive gas fields 
and land for the Kyaukphyu 
port and the SEZ in Rakhine 
State for free.

According to Mizzima 
News, China continues with 
its ambitious Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) through 
Myanmar, with a view to 
effecting economic and 
military domination in the 
Indian Ocean. Only Myan-
mar could give China access 
to both the Indian Ocean 
and the Pacific to fend off 
the perceived encirclement 
of its borders.

The US Senate has 
passed the defence 
spending bill for 

2023 valued at nearly USD 
850 billion, including USD 
10 billion in security aid for 
Taiwan and USD 800 mil-
lion for Ukraine.

Senators overwhelmingly 
passed the National Defence 
Authorization Act (NDAA) 
on Thursday, with sending 
the bill to US President Joe 
Biden to be signed into law, 

The Hill newspaper report-
ed. The vote count was 84-10 

with just a few votes remain-
ing to be recorded .

Lawmakers included the 
Taiwan Enhanced Resilience 
Act in the NDAA, which 
would authorize up to USD 
10 billion in security assis-
tance to modernize Taiwan’s 
security capabilities.

The legislation also in-
cludes USD 800 million for 
the Ukraine Security Assis-
tance Initiative - USD 500 
million more than requested 
by Biden for Ukraine.

The NDAA also includes a 
number of other measures, 
including repealing the mili-
tary’s Covid-19 vaccine man-

date, raising military pay and 
imposing restrictions on en-
gagement with Russia.

Jack Reed, Senate Armed 
Services Committee Chair-
man, lauded the passage of 
the bill after months of ne-
gotiation, and called it “the 
most significant vote of the 
year.”

“I’ve said it before and I’m 
not the only one saying it 
-- the world is a more dan-
gerous place than I’ve ever 
seen before in my lifetime,” 
he was quoted as saying by 
The Hill.

SeCUrITy ASSISTANCe

U.S. SeNATe PASSeS $ 850 bILLION 
DefeNCe SPeNDINg bILL 
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US President Joe Biden

VIOLATION Of rULeS

‘OP bLITZ’

TwITTer CITeS ‘DOxxINg’ 
fOr  ACCOUNT SUSPeNSION 
Of JOUrNALISTS 

wheN PAkISTAN’S OPerATION 
bLITZ fAILeD AND OPeNeD The 
gATeS fOr bANgLADeSh’S bIrTh

ANTI-ISLAMAbAD PrOTeSTS

Pakistan witness 
surge in ‘Azadi 
slogans’ after PM 
insults PoK leader

POwer eQUATION

‘NePAL’S ChANge 
Of gUArD A MAJOr  
SeTbACk fOr ChINA’

The unexpected defeat in Nepal of several advisors of KP Oli, 
former PM and president of the Communist Party of Nepal 
(Unified Marxist-Leninist) and Maoist chairman Pushpa Ka-
mal Dahal Prachanda’s weakened legislative presence has 
reduced the chance of Communists having influence in the 
parliament, according to pardafas.com.

Nepal’s latest change of guard may thus come as a major 
diplomatic setback for Chinese President Xi Jinping as the 
power equations in Kathmandu, under the Deuba-led coali-
tion, are unlikely to be inclined towards Beijing. China will 
thus have to recalibrate its position in Nepal.

Deuba, who is most likely to form the government in Ne-
pal, has already invested his political capital behind pushing 
the Millennium Challenge Corporation agreement with the 
United States, work on which has already begun, reported 
pardafas.com. The five-party coalition government led by 
Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba has had 
limited engagement with China since its formation in July 
2021, except for a few bilateral mechanism-level meetings 
and a phone conversation between the two foreign ministers.

China got upset after the Deuba-led government raised the 
issue of China’s alleged border encroachment without con-
sulting Beijing. According to a report by pardafas.com, China 
has despite these conditions, always kept a close eye on po-
litical developments including elections in Nepal. Ever since 
the Nepalese Parliament ratified the United States (US) Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) Compact in March, 
several Chinese leaders carried out back-to-back high-level 
exchanges with Nepal.

Recently, the media reported that the Nepali Congress, the 
political party of caretaker Prime Minister Sher Bahadur 
Deuba had secured the highest number of seats in the No-
vember 20 election as the vote count nears a conclusion.

Pre-TrIAL DeTeNTION

18 months detention for 
Peru’s former President 

Peru’s Supreme Court 
Judge Juan Carlos Checkley, 
on Thursday (local time), 
ordered former President 
Pedro Castillo to remain in 
pre-trial detention for 18 
months after his arrest last 
week, Andina, Peru News 
Agency reported.

The Prosecutor’s Office 
requested 18 months of pre-
trial detention against Pedro 
Castillo and Anibal Torres, 
former Prime Minister, to 
ensure the presence of the 
accused during this stage, 
the intermediate stage, and 
the trial. Castillo was ar-
rested on December 8 as 
the authorities investigate 
charges of “rebellion and 
conspiracy” against him.

After the judicial resolu-
tion was read, the Prosecu-
tor’s Office appealed Judge 
Checkley’s decision, to the 
extent that it imposed a re-
stricted summons for Anibal 
Torres and insisted on the 
pre-trial detention require-
ment, according to Andina.

Meanwhile, Castillo’s ar-
rest sparked deadly unrest 
in the South American na-
tion after which Peru’s new 
President Dina Boluarte 
declared a 30-day state of 

emergency nationwide on 
Wednesday. The protest 
resulted in eight deaths and 
dozens of injured police and 
civilians. According to the 
Finance Ministry, Peru is 
losing up to USD 26 million 
a day because of the strikes 
and roadblocks, Peruvian 
Times reported.

“We want to generate a dia-
logue with you, brothers and 
sisters, we know that the na-
tion’s needs have been unat-
tended for a very long time, 
we want to attend to them, 
but within peace, concord 
and brotherhood,” Boluarte 
said.

Protestors include sup-
porters of the ex-President, 
demanding his reinstate-
ment and his release from 
custody, and every facet of 
protest included the demand 
to close Congress and call for 

new elections, according to 
Peruvian Times.

Last week, Peru’s Vice 
President Dina Boluarte be-
came the new President.

This decision of the Con-
gress came shortly after Pe-
dro Castillo announced that 
he would dissolve the legis-
lature and install an emer-
gency government. Police 
have detained Pedro Castillo 
in Lima, CNN reported cit-
ing a source with knowledge 
of the case.

A majority of 101 mem-
bers in Peru’s 130-person 
Congress voted to impeach 
Castillo on Wednesday. No-
tably, Pedro Castillo was 
elected as Peru’s President 
in July 2021. He faces five 
preliminary criminal inves-
tigations on allegations of 
‘masterminding corruption 
schemes’ while in office, 

A majority of 101 members in Peru’s 130-person Congress voted 
to impeach former President Pedro Castillo.

top of the day

1 CIVILIAN DeAD, 
12 INJUreD 
IN ATTACk by 
AfghAN fOrCeS 
ISLAMABAD: Afghani-
stan and Pakistani forces 
engaged in yet another 
cross-border clash, 
causing the death of one 
civilian and injuries to 
12 others, including two 
women as well as children, 
according to Samaa news. 
According to the Samaa 
news report, Afghan 
forces opened fire with 
heavy weapons on the 
civilian population in Kali 
Musa near the border area, 
which prompted retalia-
tory fire from the Pakistani 
army. After the clash, Cha-
man authorities declared 
an emergency and the 
markets were closed. 
At least 12 people includ-
ing two women as well as 
children were injured, Sa-
maa quoted paramilitary 
Levies officials as saying. 
The Deputy Commissioner 
has confirmed that one 
civilian has died too. Levies 
officials said that several 
bullet casings were also 
found on the rooftops of 
the houses, according to 
Samaa. 

2 DeAD, 51 
MISSINg AfTer 
LANDSLIDe hIT 
kUALA LUMPUr
KuALA LuMPur: Two 
people were found dead 
after a landslide struck a 
campsite on the outskirts 
of Malaysia’s capital Kuala 
Lumpur, The Malaysian 
Insight reported. 
According to the local po-
lice, till 7 am, fifty-one vic-
tims were reported to be 
missing and rescue efforts 
are underway. Meanwhile, 
New Strait Times reported 
that a total of 79 people 
were at the campsite when 
the landslide took place. 
Fire and rescue Depart-
ment in an update said 
that 23 had escaped the 
landslide unharmed, while 
three were injured. 

“The search and rescue 
efforts are still ongoing 
with the assistance of 
the fire department and 
other agencies such as the 
Voluntary Fire Association, 
Private Fire Department, 
police, Malaysian Civil 
Defence Force, Health 
Ministry and the SMArT 
team,” said the Facebook 
posting. .

geOrgIA bANS 
TIkTOk frOM 
STATe gOVT 
gADgeTS
WASHINGTON: Georgia 
Governor Brian Kemp 
issued an order banning 
the video-sharing social 
media platform TikTok 
on all state government-
issued telephones and 
computers due to national 
security concerns China 
may be able to access 
sensitive information. 

“Accordingly, effective im-
mediately every executive 
branch agency, depart-
ment, division, bureau, 
board, authority, and com-
mission in Georgia shall 
prohibit the use of TikTok, 
WeChat, and Telegram on 
all systems and devices 
(including laptops and 
mobile devices) that are 
issued, owned, leased, or 
otherwise controlled by 
the state or used for state 
business,” Kemp said in 
the order, a copy of which 
was posted on Twitter. This 
comes a day after the uS 
Senate passed a measure 
to ban TikTok from being 
used or downloaded on 
any federal device.

TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

TDG NETWORK
KATHMANDu  

TDG NETWORK
NAYPYIDAW

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON 

TDG NETWORK
LIMA  

Twitter has suspended accounts of roughly half a dozen 
prominent journalists, who have been covering the social 
media site and its owner Elon Musk, citing they had violated 
rules against “doxxing.”

The suspended accounts include those of Ryan Mac of The 
New York Times, Donie O’Sullivan of CNN, Drew Harwell of 
The Washington Post, Matt Binder of Mashable, Micah Lee 
of The Intercept, political journalist Keith Olbermann, Aaron 
Rupar and Tony Webster, both independent journalists, the 
New York Times reported. The social media platform on 
Thursday (local time) displayed “account suspended” notices 
on the accounts of these journalists.

The development follows a policy update made by Twit-
ter on Thursday (local time) prohibiting the sharing of “live 
location information, including information shared on Twit-
ter directly or links to 3rd-party URL(s) of travel routes.” A 
Twitter user Mike Solana, in his tweet pointed out that the 
suspended accounts had posted links to jet trackers on other 
websites. Responding to Solana, Musk said “Same doxxing 
rules apply to “journalists” as to everyone else.”

Further in his response to Solana’s tweet, Musk wrote, “Crit-
icizing me all day long is totally fine, but doxxing my real-time 
location and endangering my family is not.” “They posted my 
exact real-time location, basically assassination coordinates, 
in (obvious) direct violation of Twitter terms of service,” 
Musk tweeted. According to the Oxford dictionary, to dox 
somebody or something means to reveal information about 
somebody on the internet, usually in order to harm them On 
15 December (local time) Musk tweeted: “Any account doxx-
ing real-time location info of anyone will be suspended, as it 
is a physical safety violation. This includes posting links to 
sites with real-time location info. Posting locations someone 
traveled to on a slightly delayed basis isn’t a safety problem, so 
is ok.” In a previous tweet Musk has said that his two-year-old 
son named ‘X’ was doxxed by a “crazy stalker” after mistaking 
his child for him. The stalker was seen wearing a black hoodie 
and recording the incident on camera. “Last night, a car car-
rying little X in LA was followed by a crazy stalker (thinking 
it was me), who later blocked the car from moving & climbed 
onto the hood,” Musk wrote.

On the suspension of the Twitter accounts of journalists, 
Musk tweeted, “If anyone posted real-time locations & ad-
dresses of NYT reporters, FBI would be investigating, there’d 
be hearings on Capitol Hill & Biden would give speeches 
about end of democracy!” The Twitter owner also tweeted 
an opinion poll seeking responses from users on what they 
think should be the duration of the suspension. Of the two 
options given by Musk were “Now” and “In 7 days.”

Under President Ayub 
Khan, a military decision 
was taken that ‘the defence 
of the East lies in the West’ 
based on the principle that 
if the military was split 
between the two wings, 
neither of them would 
have been able to resist 
the Indian army. Thus, a 
bigger portion of the Paki-
stan army was deployed in 
West Pakistan and a much 
smaller force was kept in 
East Pakistan to defend the 
border.

Sahibzada Yakub Khan 
who was posted as com-
mander, Eastern Com-
mand, in 1969 had con-
ceived a security plan titled 
‘Op Blitz’, meant to counter 
any unrest in East Pakistan. 
This was formulated much 
before the 1970 elections 
and on 11 December 1970, 
within days of the general 
elections in Pakistan the 
plan was operationalized. 
It authorized the com-
mander, Eastern Com-
mand, to take control of the 

entire civil administration 
and restore law and order 
with complete freedom in 
the exercise of his powers. 
The Hamoodur Rehman 
Commission (HRC) set up 
to enquire into the surren-
der in Dacca, in its report 
confirmed that ‘The deci-
sion not to hand over pow-
er, and the use of a military 
crackdown codenamed 
“Operation Blitz” had been 
prepared well ahead’; and 
‘the negotiations which 
were carried on from the 
middle of March up to this 
date were no more than 
a camouflage, it being all 
along the intention of Gen. 
Yahya Khan and his mili-
tary advisers to cow down 
the Awami League with a 
heavy hand.’

The excesses carried out 
by the Pakistan army in 
East Pakistan have been 
very well documented. Ac-
cording to Lt Gen A A K 
Niazi, Commander East-
ern Command and Chief 
Martial Law Administra-
tor, his predecessor Lt Gen 
Tikka Khan’s policy was 
brutal--killing of civilians 

and scorched the earth. His 
order to the troops was: ‘I 
want the land and not the 
people.’ Major General 
Farman Ali and Brig. (later 
Lieutenant General) Jahan-
zeb Arbab carried out these 
orders faithfully. Farman 
had written in his table 
diary, ‘Green land of East 
Pakistan will be painted 
red.’ Niazi goes on to say: 
‘The military action was 
a display of stark cruelty, 
more merciless than the 
massacres at Bukhara and 
Baghdad by Changez Khan 
and Halaku Khan, or at Jal-
lianwala Bagh by the British 
General Dyer.’

The surrender in East 
Pakistan and the creation 
of Bangladesh was a dev-
astating event for West 
Pakistan, the aftershocks of 
which continue to this day. 
Along with the physical fall 
of Dacca, Pakistan was also 
defeated psychologically. 
The two-nation theory, that 
Muslims of the subconti-
nent formed a nation, was 
demolished. Pakistan is still 
searching for a rationale for 
the dismemberment.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 



worldthe daily guardian review
saturday |  17  december 2022

new delhi 11

JAPANESE LAWMAKERS EMPHASISE 
ON TAIWAN’S INCLUSION IN CPTPP

The most important job 
at hand for both Tokyo 
and Taipei is to push for 
Taiwan’s inclusion in the 
Comprehensive and Pro-
gressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP) to maintain re-
gional peace and prosper-
ity in the region and to pro-
tect Taiwan’s democratic 
system, said Japan-ROC 
Diet Members’ Consulta-
tive Council Chairman, 
Keiji Furuya.

Furuya during a meet-
ing with Kaohsiung Mayor 
Chen Chi-mai (Chen Qi 

Mai ) in Tokyo on Monday, 
reiterated his support for 
Taipei’s bid to join a Tokya-
led trade bloc. He called for 
closer Taiwan-Japan ties on 
all fronts. The remarks by 
Furaya came when he and 
a group of council mem-
bers hosted Chen in Tokyo, 
according to a Kaohsiung 
City government press re-
lease, reported Focus Tai-
wan.

Chen from Taiwan’s rul-
ing Democratic Progres-
sive Party (DPP) is current-
ly visiting Tokyo as part of 
his first overseas trip since 
2020.

Chen in Monday’s meet-

ing expressed his gratitude 
to Japan for donating CO-
VID-19 vaccines to Taiwan. 
In response, Furuya said 
the vaccine donation was 
made as a return gift after 
Taiwan donated two mil-
lion face masks to Japan in 
early 2020, reported Focus 
Taiwan. Chen also thanked 
Furaya for supporting Tai-
wan’s CPTPP bid.

Recently, on the occasion 
of International Human 
Rights Day, Taiwanese 
civic groups called on the 
Taiwan government to 
raise concerns over China’s 
cross-border repression, 
reported money.udn.com.

TAIWAN-JAPAN TIES

LACK OF TRANSPARENCY

CHINESE PRESIDENT XI JINPING’S POLICY 
OF ZERO-COVID FAILED MISERABLY: REPORT

Nothing has rocked 
the Chinese society 
under President Xi 

Jinping’s leadership to date 
more than the “zero-COV-
ID” policy which appears 
to have failed miserably as 
China is still struggling to 
cope with the daily rise in 
cases inside the country, ac-
cording to Colombo Gazette.

The policy was introduced 
by the government in view 
of a resurge in coronavirus 
cases in China with 1,000 
new cases being reported 
each day. The zero-COVID 
policy has, however, led 

to fear, anger, and confu-
sion among Chinese citi-
zens caused by repeated 
lockdowns in vast areas. 
As a result of the policy, 31 
Chinese cities are currently 
under lockdown, impacting 
the lives of over 232 million 
people across the Asian na-
tion.

People are fearful about 
their livelihood as the gov-
ernment under the zero-
COVID policy has con-
tinued with mass testing, 
quarantines and lockdowns. 
Many people have lost their 
jobs while others have seen 
a drastic change in their 
incomes. The lockdowns 
have also dealt a blow to 

the country’s economy. Ac-
cording to recent monthly 
surveys, sentiment among 
manufacturing and services 
businesses in China fell to 
the lowest since 2020.

According to the EU 

Chamber of Commerce in 
China, nearly 60 per cent of 
European businesses in the 
country said that they are 
cutting 2022 revenue pro-
jections as a result of COVID 
controls. Youth unemploy-
ment has reached a record 
20 per cent while heavily 
indebted local governments 
are forced to spend on mass 
COVID testing, reported 
Colombo Gazette.

People have been sitting on 
the streets of Guangzhou to 
show their resistance to the 
Chinese government’s anti-
COVID policy.

Many people can be seen 
walking on streets, chant-
ing slogans, in videos that 

went viral on social media 
platforms. People refused 
to go to quarantine centres.

People are also angry 
about the shortage of food, 
emergency medical care and 
other essential services in 
China’s mega-cities.

According to the report 
in Colombo Gazette, in 
China’s fight against Covid, 
one thing that Xi has so far 
been unwilling to do is to 
use foreign-made mRNA 
vaccines. Xi’s government 
has touted self-reliance in 
fighting COVID, promoting 
domestic vaccines based on 
inactivated versions of the 
virus and barring all foreign 
ones from the market.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping

Pakistan seeks more international aid 
as it fails to deal with devastating floods
Pakistan is struggling to 
stay afloat after the larges-
cale floods and torrential 
rains in the country this 
year and needs more inter-
national aid to cope with 
the devastating effects of the 
disaster, according to South 
Asia Press.

This comes as the UN has 
estimated the cost of the 
humanitarian response go-
ing into 2023 is USD 51.5 
billion. Next year will set 
another record for humani-
tarian relief requirements, 

with 339 million people 
in need of assistance in 69 
countries, an increase of 65 
million people compared to 
the same time last year, ac-
cording to United Nations 
Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA).

The South Asia Press 
reported that the environ-
mental disaster has brought 
Pakistan to its knees, as 
millions continue to suf-
fer in a country entirely 
unequipped to manage a 
calamity of this magnitude, 
owing largely to its political 

instability and inadequate 
economic resources.

The United Nations has 
said the devastation caused 
by the floods may no longer 
make headlines but for mil-
lions it’s not over.

“The devastation caused 
by the floods in Paki-
stan may no longer make 
headlines but for millions 
#Its Not Over. Vulnerable 
groups including displaced 
women and children re-
main face many risks in-
cluding of gender-based 
violence. Greater support 
is needed for their safety,” 

UNHCR Asia Pacific said in 
a tweet.

Underlining the need for 
humanitarian assistance, 
the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) mission in 
the country said swathes of 
Pakistan is still underwater.

“The crisis is not over and 
much more support for 
those affected by the flood-
ing is needed. We repeat our 
calls for more international 
help and assurances for ef-
fective aid delivery,” UN-
HCR Pakistan tweeted.

Torrential monsoon rains 

triggered the most severe 
flooding in Pakistan’s recent 
history, washing away vil-
lages and leaving almost 10 
million children in need of 
immediate, lifesaving sup-
port, and at increased risk 
of waterborne diseases, 
drowning and malnutri-
tion.

According to UNICEF, 
hundreds of thousands of 
homes have been damaged 
or destroyed, while many 
public health facilities, wa-
ter systems and schools 
have been destroyed or 
damaged.

DEVASTATING EFFECTS
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Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping’s high-profile visit to 
Saudi Arabia this month 
has caught global attention 
for signing several strategic 
deals, including one involving 
controversial Chinese tech gi-
ant Huawei, according to Al 
Arabiya Post.

The deal over controversy-
marred Huawei Technologies 
is related to cloud computing, 
data centres and building 
high-tech complexes in Saudi 
cities, according to Saudi of-
ficials, the Saudi publication 
said. The China-Saudi deal 
came a little after the US 
recently imposed a ban on 
approvals of new telecom-
munications equipment from 

China’s Huawei Technologies 
and ZTE, citing national se-
curity risks.

The three-day visit of Chi-
nese leader Xi to Saudi Arabia 
and his talks with important 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
leaders, as well as the signing 
of dozens of agreements with 
Riyadh, show that Beijing is 
trying to increase its influence 
in the region.

However, according to re-
gional analyst John Solomou, 
this initiative would not go so 
far as to supplant the US se-
curity role and Saudi Arabia 
has been recalibrating its rela-
tions with the US and China.

In contrast to the frosty 
reception accorded by the 
Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman (MBS) 

to US President Joe Biden 
last July, the Chinese leader 
was warmly welcomed with 
pomp and ceremony when he 
arrived in Riyadh.

Xi’s visit was described as 
“a milestone” in relations be-
tween the two countries and 
is seen as a “snub” to Wash-
ington which has repeatedly 
urged Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf States not to be tempted 
by the commercial “carrot” 
offered by China and to join 
the sanctions imposed by the 
West against Russia for its in-
vasion of Ukraine.

The Chinese leader had 
talks with 86-year-old King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz and 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, who is the de 
facto ruler of Saudi Arabia. 

STRATEGIC DEALS

Saudi welcomes China’s 
controversial tech giant Huawei
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A para jumper 
shows his 

skills during 
the Diamond 

Jubilee 
celebration 

of Indian Air 
Force’s Central 
Air Command, 
at Bamrauli, in 

Prayagraj on 
Thursday.

UP IN THE AIR 

#VIJAYDIWAS

'MARTYRDOM DOES NOT END 
SOMETHING, IT  IS ONLY A BEGINNING'
Vijay Diwas, or Victory Day, is commemorated on 16 De-
cember, marking the end of the 1971 Indo-Pak War and 
the liberation of Bangladesh. To remember the bravery 
and sacrifices of the Indian defence forces, netizens 
used #VijayDiwas on Twitter and placed it at the top of 
trending.

PM Narendra Modi tweeted, “On Vijay Diwas, I pay 
homage to all those brave armed forces personnel who 
ensured India attained an exceptional win in the 1971 
war. Our nation will always be indebted to the armed 
forces for their role in keeping the country safe and 
secure.”

Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh also tweeted, “Today, 
on Vijay Diwas, the Nation salutes the exemplary cour-
age, bravery and sacrifice of India’s Armed Forces. The 
1971 war was the triumph of humanity over inhumanity, 
virtue over misconduct and justice over injustice. India is 
proud of its Armed Forces.” 

“If we do not 
act in matters 
of personal 
liberty and grant 
relief, then what 
are we doing 
here?  No case is 
too big or small 
for the Supreme 
Court.” 

—  D.Y. CHANDRACHUD

BRAIN-PICKING

The Chief Justice of India in Supreme Court. 

IDOLS

ARGENTINE FEVER ON TEA SELLER, 
PAINTS HOME TO SUPPORT TEAM
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A devoted supporter of the 
football team of Argentina 
has painted his home in 
the flag colours of blue and 
white. Shiba Patra, a tea 
vendor, has supported Ar-
gentina ever since the coun-
try won the world champi-
onship in 1986. He used blue 
and white paint to decorate 
his two-story home. They 
also painted the ceiling fan 
and cabinet in addition to 
this.

“Argentina’s Messi is like 
my brother. I have liked Ar-
gentina’s games since 1986. I 
used to play football myself. 
I also liked Maradona. But 

Messi is my brother. I have 
no regrets about this. If In-
dia ever plays in the World 
Cup. I will be a supporter of 
India, but Messi is like my 
brother,” said Shiba Patra.

He saves his earnings from 
his tea shop and decorates 
the area with Argentinian 
flags, festoons, and pictures 
of Messi and Maradona.

“I really wanted to go 
to see the 2022 football 
world cup and had saved 
money. I instead made a 
statue of Messi with that 
money and placed it next 
to the shop,” stated Ar-
gentina fan, Shiba Patra. 

Shiba Patra's house and tea stall.

Uganda kids dancing on 'Kya baat hai 2.0'. 

HARMONY

Say anything about stray 
dogs, and there are 
some typical responses: 

Some say they are okay if you 
don’t bother them; others find 
them a nuisance and a danger 
to society; still others are com-
pletely oblivious; and finally, 
there is the group that loves 
them, feeds them, and takes 
care of them.

The Indian Street dog, of-
ten called the Pariah or the 
Indie, can be traced back 
4,500 years. Skeletons of In-
dies have been found in the 
excavated ruins of Mohen-
jo-Daro, a civilization that 
flourished between 2600 and 
1600 BCE. There is no ques-
tion that our dogs have been 
around about as long as we 
have. So, why have they pro-
liferated to the point that not a 
street in India is free of them? 
It’s quite simple. A female dog 
litters twice a year and gives 
birth to six to twelve pups on 
average. About six survive 
each litter. The dog repro-
duces for twelve years at that 
rate, resulting in one hundred 
and forty-four puppies in one 
female’s lifetime, says Nisha 
Verma, a dog feeder in Pune 
for the past seventeen years 
and for an equal number of 
years in whichever city her 
Naval officer husband was 

posted in. Nisha is a physi-
cal therapist and personal 
trainer, but her willingness 
to work with street animals 
is not just because of the 
compassion and kindness she 
feels towards them. It is be-
cause she wants to keep them 
from multiplying at that rate 
and being further mistreated 
and misunderstood.

Both Nisha Verma and Cha-
ru Dev, another dog feeder in 
the Noida area, believe that 
the only way to solve the 
overpopulation of stray dogs 
is to feed them. These feral 
animals will only ever trust 
those who feed them—not 
sporadically but regularly 
and consistently. Only once 
they trust can they be caught 
and spayed or neutered. Over 
the past many years, Nisha 
has had 150 dogs spayed 
and neutered, spending Rs. 
10,000 on each one. These 
are the dogs she feeds and 
cares for, making sure their 
vaccinations are up to date, 
that they have a dry place to 
stay during monsoons, and 
that they never have to for-
age in garbage or attack un-
provoked. 

Charu says that once she 
started feeding the dogs, she 
learned their temperaments 
and their medical histories. 

Just like humans, each dog is 
different, with its own sense 
of fear and anxiety, mostly 
caused by trauma experi-
enced during its life of living 
on the road. She says that 
dogs, once they feel a sense of 
belonging, will keep new dogs 
away from that area, and once 
they are neutered and well 
fed, they will be calm and stay 
away from confrontation.

People who find stray dogs a 
nuisance and a menace to so-
ciety have collectively found 
their own methods to elimi-
nate these creatures. The first 
is literally eliminating them. 
Other methods include filing 
court cases against dog feed-
ers and others who work to 
help the animals, insisting on 
feeding points for dogs, and 
sending all dogs to municipal 
shelters. 

They have accused dogs of 
heinous crimes, punishing 
not just one dog but the en-
tire population in the vicin-

ity—for something no one 
witnessed and no one who 
knows Indies believes could 
have happened. None of these 
methods has had any signifi-
cant impact or kept the dog 
feeders from doing their job, 
come rain or COVID.

Humans have been adopt-
ing dogs as pets for as long as 
dogs have existed. Humans 
have also been devising dif-
ferent ways to train these 
pet dogs over the years. As 
humans have evolved into 
living in dense communi-
ties with few open spaces, 
the need to train pet dogs 
has also become essential, 
and ways and methods have 

evolved as people have spent 
more time understanding the 
animals. Priti Chauhan, a dog 
trainer in Pune who special-
ises in behaviour and aggres-
sion in dogs, says that people 
must integrate dogs into their 
lives and themselves into the 
dog’s. Many new owners are 
surprised when they realise 
that dogs must be trained. 
She advises that dogs begin 
training as soon as they come 
home—at 45 days as opposed 
to after vaccinations at five 
to six months, as many vets 
recommend. Puppies stop 
learning at five months, so 
the best learning window is 
lost if training is delayed.

Are people born cat people, 
dog people, or neither? Charu 
says that true dog lovers are 
born that way. Some people 
will say they love dogs, but 
they love their pets and don’t 
much care for stray animals. 
Others feed dogs and try to be 
caring because their pandit 

has told them to feed a black 
dog every Saturday; they 
won’t feed the brown dog 
sitting next to the black one 
or worry about feeding the 
black one every other day. She 
says that children should be 
taught to co-exist with stray 
dogs, not instilled with a fear 
of getting bitten.

In addition to stray dogs 
and pets, there is a third 
group that’s rapidly gain-
ing popularity. People are 
adopting adult stray dogs 
and bringing them into their 
homes, either as companions 
to another dog or as their 
only dog—a foray into dog 
ownership. These dogs are 
sometimes picked up from 
shelters, but usually they 
are off the street, where they 
catch someone’s eye or play 
with a pet being walked on a 
leash. These dogs are taken 
home, vaccinated, fed well, 
and looked after. The own-
ers, in an effort to give the 
dogs a home and a taste of 
freedom, let them off leash 
and allowed them to roam 
the streets that used to be 
their home. These dogs are 
no longer content with their 
territory. They now have the 
confidence of a pet but the 
survival instinct of a stray, 
and they often get lost or at-
tack an innocent bystander 
or another dog, their two 
worlds colliding in a way 
that humans may not un-
derstand.
Priya Hajela is the author of La-
dies’ Tailor, published by Harper 
Collins India.

CO-EXISTING WITH STRAY DOGS
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‘JEWEL IN THE CROWN’ TAWANG STILL A 
TOURIST HUB DESPITE BORDER DISPUTE

Ugandan kids groove to 
Govinda Naam Mera song, 
Kiara Advani finds it ‘too good’

QUAINT GROOVING

Although Tawang has re-
cently made headlines due 
to the India-China border 
dispute on 9 December, 
many have frequently re-
ferred to the picturesque 
town of Arunachal Pradesh 
as the “crown jewel” of the 
Northeast. This beautiful 
region, home to numer-
ous tourist attractions like 
the Nuranang Falls, Nam-
dapha National Park, Sela 
and Bumla passes, Tawang 
monastery, war memorial, 
Madhuri Lake, and Pan-
gateng Tso, has developed 
into one of the most fasci-
nating travel destinations 
for both Chinese and Indi-
an tourists. Tawang, which 
lies 25 kilometres from the 
Indo-China border, is still 
very much connected with 
the 1962 War. In 1962, a 
conflict occurred between 
the neighbouring countries 
of India and China over the 
Aksai Chin region along the 
borders. Since then, this 
war, known as the Sino-In-
dian War, which led to the 
defeat of India, is known as 
one of India’s most decisive 

post-independence battles.
With around 15,000 lo-

cal residents in the town, 
the jewel in Arunachal 
Pradesh’s “crown” has wit-
nessed fast development in 
the last six to seven years. 
In recent times, many hotels 
and homestays have devel-
oped in the city to provide 
accommodation to tour-
ists. Locals have also come 
forward to join the sector 
and created several job op-
portunities. Hotel owner 
Dawa Thinley praised the 
government for its support 
of people in the tourism 
industry, saying that there 
were only six hotels in the 
state until 2006, but thanks 
to the government’s efforts 
and initiatives, the state now 
has more than 100 hotels.

Everyone seemed to go “Kya 
Baat Hai” when they saw 
these kids dance because 
they did it so brilliantly!
A Ugandan NGO called 
Triplets Ghetto Youngsters 
recently shared a video on 
Instagram of a group of ex-
tremely enthusiastic kids 
dancing to the song “Kya 
Baat Hai 2.0” from the com-
edy-thriller movie “Govinda 
Naam Mera.”

The video seems to be 
shot in the middle of a san-
dy street with some kids 
grooving to the Harrdy 
Sandhu and Nikhita Gan-
dhi duet. In between, one 
of the dancers took off his 
shirt and proceeded to lead 
the troupe of kids into a 

well-synchronized choreog-
raphy. People have been in 
awe of the talent and energy 
with which the kids put on 
the spectacle.

“Hey All. Lots of love 
from india,” one user wrote 
alongside a heart emoji. 
“These kids ALWAYS put 
a smile on my face. Do they 
want to be professional 
dancers? They certainly can 
be! So much talent,” another 
user wrote. Actress Kiara 
Advani, who was featured 
in the original music video 
of the song, took notice and 
shared the video in her Ins-
tagram stories. ‘Too Good’, 
she wrote. Speaking of ‘Go-
vinda Naam Mera’, the film 
also stars Vicky Kaushal 
and Bhumi Pednekar in the 
lead roles. 

FIVE MUST WATCH K-DRAMAS 
YOU MUST WATCH
K-Dramas have attracted people from all over the 
world, of all age groups and generations. K-Drama, 
also known as Korean drama, is a one-of-a-kind 
television show. They are captivating, gratifying us 
with compelling narratives and unexpected plot 
turns, and addictive in so many different ways. We 
cannot deny the cultural influence of them because 
of how popular they have become around the world. 
Here is a list of five K-dramas that are a must for 
everyone:

SQUID GAME
One of the most intriguing and popular K-
dramas ever is this one. The Squid Game is a 
K-drama thriller with a plot that will keep you 
on the edge of your seat. This Korean drama 

2022 tells the story of a group of people who joined up 
to participate in a series of kiddie games in order to win 
$45.6 billion.

NOW, WE ARE BREAKING UP
“Now, We Are Breaking Up,” a new Korean 
drama premiering in 2022 and starring Song 
Hye Kyo, Jang Ki Yong, Sehun from EXO, Yura 
from Girl’s Day, and others, is another to keep 

an eye out for. The plot of the Korean drama 2022 is one 
of love and breakups. Its title suggests that it will be an 
emotional series.

CLIFFHANGER
As the name suggests, it will surely leave you 
hanging on a cliff with its mysteries. Cliff-
hanger is the finest Korean drama to watch 
in 2022 if you enjoy mysteries, thrillers, and 

everything intriguing. The story centres on park guards 
who attempt to save people on Mount Jiri.

START-UP
His Korean drama will intrigue you—in a nice 
way, of course. A group of young people in 
their late 20s and early 30s who want to turn 
their aspirations into reality through the tech 

accelerator for entrepreneurs called Sandbox are the 
subject of the television series Start-Up.

FIGHT FOR MY WAY
A former taekwondo champion and an in-
formation desk employee struggle to follow 
their aspirations in a culture that is unkind 
to people with subpar qualifications or who 

don’t conform to the “standards” of the community. This 
RomCom K-drama just gets us and totally inspires us 
to never stop fighting for your dreams.

— ALISHA LOUIS

Squid Games

PRIYA HAJELA 
SATURDAY READ

Love 
dogs or 

don’t. Just 
don’t harm 

them.  
Co-exist.
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We Women Want: 
Domestic abuse is 
not alWays physical 

making public spaces 
genDer inclusive: WorlD 
bank releases toolkit

India is shaken up by the 
recent murder of Shrad-
dha Walker, whose 

body was chopped. Another 
horrific report surfaced of a 
girl whose throat was slit by 
her boyfriend, Abhishek, on 
grounds of infidelity. The 
man took to social media, 
declaring his undying love 
and intolerance for any-
thing that violates his idea 
of right versus wrong, add-
ing to that was his deluded 
idea of punishment for his 
undying love. The list goes 
on every day, as women are 
raped, molested, acid being 
thrown and endless crimes. 

Most recognise Urfi Javed, 
a social media influencer 
known for her outlandish 
clothing and fearlessness. 
She too has been warned 
of dire consequences if she 
doesn’t maintain propriety 
in her clothing by another 
social media influencer, a 
self-proclaimed social moral 
keeper called Bhau.

Bhau is popular, with his 
red tilak on his forehead and 
lots of gold chains. He rep-
resents a universal brother 
who loves his sisters. He 
expects his sisters to toe the 
line of decency, which bases 
his idea of womanhood. 
Urfi, who herself has a huge 

following among her fans, 
took to social media and 
challenged Bhau. She pub-
licly told him to mind his 
own business. Most of us 
were worried about Urfi’s 
safety. In this case, she is a 
known celebrity.

There are multiple women 
across cities and towns who 
are threatened every day 
with consequences if they 
don’t dress in traditional 
clothing or if they are seen 
returning late from work 
or a social gathering. These 
girls are reprimanded by 
the local goons to stay in 
place. They claim they do 
this for the safety of the 
women. Among their circle 
of friends, this social moral 
keeper is the quintes-
sential good guy, 
whose actions are 
guided by con-
cern for women. 
Most of them 
are unaware of 
the trauma they 
cause to women 
who want to live 
freely but are con-
stantly concerned 
about their safety.

Nearly 31,000 com-
plaints of crimes commit-
ted against women were 
received by the National 

Com-
mission 

for Women (NCW) last year, 

the highest since 2014, with 
over half of them from Uttar 
Pradesh.

Supriya (name changed), 
a Delhi University student, 
said “I was so harassed by 
a locality goon for wear-
ing jeans to college, that 
I had to take the longer 
route back home after 
class so that I don’t bump 

into him”. It angers me 
that my mother everyday 
suggests that I must give 
up wearing jeans with a 
sweater and stick to a shal-
war kameez with a dupatta. 
I feel violated, by the way, he 

looks at me”.
Women who experience 

gender violence also suffer 
from different human rights 
violations. For example, the 
right to life, freedom from 
torture and degrading treat-
ment, freedom from dis-
crimination, and the right 
to safety and security. All 
of these fall under the um-
brella of basic human rights, 
and many women remain in 
the dark forever.

Mohua Chinappa is an author 
and a podcaster of a show called 
The Mohua Show.

intolerance 

in-house series 

genDer violence is a 
human rights concern

MOHUA CHINAPPA

This week on We Women 
Want, we talk about toxic 
relationships as domestic 
abuse is not always physical. 
It can be in the form of ver-
bal taunts, mind games, and 
overly possessive spouses. 
Though this is not necessar-
ily gender specific, women 
are more frequently on the 
receiving end than men.

On the show are Anshu 
Bahanda, who hosts the 
podcast Wellness Curated 
on Spotify and Apple and 
talks about mental, physi-
cal, and spiritual wellness; 
Payal Chawla, the founder of 
an all-women law firm, Just-
ContractUs; and Devpriya 
Roy, who has authored sev-
eral books on relationships 
and is a senior writing fellow 
at Ashoka University.

We discussed various 
forms of abuse, including 
taunts and gaslighting, and 
how these are not limited 
to families from lower in-
come groups. The panellists 
stressed the importance of 
changing mindsets and how 
family and other support are 
essential. The key part here 
is not to stress that abuse is 
normal and urge the girl to 
bear it or adjust, but instead 
to talk about red flags and 
the importance of reacting 
at the very first instance of 
abuse. Friends and family 
too should be alert and look 

for signs.
The show was moderated 

by Priya Sahgal, Senior Ex-
ecutive Editor at ITV Net-
work. We Women Want is a 
show that raises issues and 
concerns that are women-
based. Catch fresh episodes 
of ‘We Women Want’ ev-
ery Saturday at 7:30 PM 
on NewsX. The program 
will also be streamed live 
on major OTT platforms, 
including Dailyhunt, Zee5, 
MX Player, ShemarooMe, 
Watcho, Mzaalo, Jio TV, 
Tata Play and PayTm 
livestreams.

Violence in indian Marriages

There 
are multiple 

women across 
cities and towns who are 

threatened every day with 
consequences if they don’t 
dress in traditional clothing 
or if they are seen returning 
late from work or a social 

gathering.

women age 18-49 have 
suffered some form of 

spousal abuse 

have suffered
sexual violence

married women have 
experienced spousal 

physical violence

of married women 
reported slapping

women in rural areas 
reported violence in 

marriages

women in urban areas 
reported violence in 

marriages

married women reported 
forced sexual intercourse

11% women reported 
spousal violence within 
first 2 years of marriage 

women experienced such 
violence within 5 years.

nearly

around

Priya Sahgal with Anshu Bahanda, Payal Chawla and Devpriya Roy.

Women who experience gender violence also suffer from different human rights violations.
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6%
1in3

source: national health family survey 5

trauma accessbility 

‘Kasab smiled 
sarcastically, madam 
you recognised me’

At the United Nations Se-
curity Council, nurse Anjali 
Vijay Kulthe, a victim of the 
26/11 terror attacks, narrated 
her ordeal, saying that she 
saved 20 pregnant women in 
the advanced stages of preg-
nancy and kept them safe for 
about three hours.

“I am the fortunate one 
who survived the 26/11 
Mumbai terror attack. I 
bring to the UNSC’s notice 
the voice of trauma and sor-
row endured by families of 
victims and survivors of ter-
ror attacks,” said Kulthe, a 
nursing officer at Cama and 
Albless Hospital.

Anjali played a heroic role 
in saving the lives of several 
patients as the terror attacks 
perpetrated by Pakistani ter-
rorists unfolded in Mumbai 
at the Cama and Albless Gov-
ernment Hospital.

“On 26 November 2008, I 
had the night shift in the an-
tenatal care unit from 8 p.m. 
20 pregnant women were 
under my charge that night. 
An hour later, we were in-
formed that the city’s main 
railway station, around a 
mile away from the hospi-
tal, had been stormed by 
terrorists. Our senior offi-
cials called and asked us to 
prepare for an emergency. 
While we began preparing, 
we heard gunshots being 
fired at around 10:30 p.m. 
from behind the hospital. My 
helpers and I quickly moved 
to the window of my wards. 
We noticed two persons with 
guns entering the hospital af-

ter jumping over the walls. 
One of them fired at our win-
dow, and we closely escaped 
the bullet that hit a helper’s 
thumb,” narrated Kulthe.

On the fatal day of 26 No-
vember, she was on night 
duty in the antenatal ward 
at Cama and Albless Hospi-
tal for Women and Children. 
While she was on duty, she 
noticed from the window 
that hospital guards were ly-
ing in a pool of blood. She im-
mediately locked the doors of 
her ward and moved all the 
pregnant women into a small 
pantry space in the ward. 
She risked her own life to 
protect 20 pregnant women.

“I informed the Chief Medi-
cal Officer of the hospital that 
terrorists have entered our 
hospital and are firing. As I 
rushed to the first floor of the 
ward, I saw the same two ter-
rorists shooting the two se-
curity guards of the hospital. 
Both of them fell on the floor 
with their bodies heavily 
bleeding, I was extremely 
scared, but I gathered cour-
age and rushed to the first 
floor. I closed the main iron 
door and shifted all the pa-

tients to the pantry with the 
help of another staff. I locked 
the door and switched off 
the lights so that the shooter 
could not see the patients. At 
all cost, I wanted to protect 
my patients,” added Kulthe.

Speaking about Ajmal 
Kasab, the sole terrorist 
who was captured alive and 
was hanged on 21 Novem-
ber 2012, she said, “Kasab 
smiled sarcastically, madam 
you recognised me”, adding 
that Kasab had, ‘no remorse, 
no shame’. Reminds victims 
of 26/11 wait for justice.

Many foreign delegates 
lauded Kulthe’s efforts to 
save the victims of the ter-
ror attack. UAE minister at 
UNSC called nurse Anjali 
Vijay Kulthe, the victim of 
26/11 terror’s testimony as 
“moving.”

US Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs, 
Victoria Nuland also men-
tioned her, while British 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Lord Tariq Ahmad 
lauded Nurse Anjali Vijay 
Kulthe for her bravery dur-
ing the 26/11 Mumbai terror 
attacks.
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14% have suffered 
emotional violence

12% reported being 
pushed, shaken or having 

something thrown at them

3% women reported that 
their husbands forced them 
to perform any sexual acts 

they did not want to. 

The World  Bank has 
launched a ‘toolkit on en-
abling gender-responsive 
urban mobility and public 
spaces in India’, with the aim 
of guiding Indian cities on 
how to design public trans-
port that is more inclusive of 
women’s travelling require-
ments.

Public transport services 
are not traditionally de-
signed with women’s safety 
and their specific travel 
needs in mind, the World 
Bank said. This severely 
limits their access to work, 

education, and life choices. 
India has among the low-
est female labour force par-
ticipation rates globally, at 
22.8% in 2019-20, according 
to the global lender.

The World Bank toolkit, 
which was launched on 
Thursday and is especially 
designed for Indian cities, 
recommends integrating a 
gender lens in new and ex-
isting transport policies and 
plans. It also asks for en-
hancing women’s represen-
tation in decision-making in 
key institutions such as ur-
ban local bodies and public 
transport authorities.

The World Bank report 
said taking these steps, es-
pecially at senior leadership 
and decision-making levels, 
can make women feel more 

seen. The continuing poor 
representation of women 
as frontline staff in public 
transport encourages a vi-
cious cycle where women 
continue to feel unsafe in 
public transport.

The report also recom-
mended several interven-
tions in transport and public 
spaces, including adequate 
street-lighting, improved 
walking and cycling tracks 
that particularly benefit 
women, who are big users 
of non-motorised transport. 
It stated that implementing 
lower fare policies can in-
crease ridership for women 
and people of other genders. 
It went on to say that estab-
lishing a strong grievance 
redressal system can help 
expedite sexual harassment 
complaints.

“As urban mobility systems 
expand, implementing agen-
cies are feeling the need to 
address concerns of differ-
ent genders and ensure safe 
and inclusive public spaces 
and public transport for 
women,” says Gerald Paul 
Ollivier, Lead Transport 
Specialist, World Bank, and 
co-author of the toolkit. “The 
toolkit brings together les-
sons learnt on the ‘what’ and 
‘how’ through a series of 50 
case studies from across In-
dia and the rest of the world, 
throwing light on interven-
tions that have worked.”

The key part here is not to stress that 
abuse is normal and urge the girl to bear 
it or adjust, but instead to talk about 
red flags and the importance of reacting 
at the very first instance of abuse. 



Discernment is the core power 
of a divine intellect.

In times of conflict and anxi-
ety, many find themselves 
questioning the deeper mean-
ings of existence, grappling 
with questions like:
l Who am I?
l What am I doing on this 

earth?
l What is my purpose in life?
l Why do we suffer?
l Why do we keep repeatedly 

making the same mistakes?
Exploring these questions, 

the fundamental ‘meaning of 
life’ questions, requires ‘dis-
cernment’ and that is a vital 
power of the intellect. A dis-
cerning intellect means to be 
able to see what is not evident 
to the mind and what is invis-
ible to the physical eyes.

The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights states:

“All human beings are born free 
and equal in dignity and rights. 
They are endowed with reason 
and conscience and should act 
towards one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood.”

The spiritual teachings of Ra-
jyoga state:

“Each soul is given the grace gift 
of a divine intellect at the time of 
spiritual birth, with which the soul 
writes its lines of fortune.”

So, what is this ‘grace gift’, 
a God-given gift, called a di-
vine intellect that is central to 
the soul’s journey? The gift of 
the divine intellect helps us to 
cultivate and develop greater 
spiritual understanding and 
discernment. The rewards for 
doing so are great. The divine 

intellect’s power to discern 
frees us from the manipula-
tions and deceptions of others, 
and also of the self, returning 
the soul to what is authentic 
and true in our original and 
eternal self.

Each one of us is responsible 
for how we see, and how we 
see determines what we see. 
This is why the intellect is re-
ferred to as the third eye. Clear 
insight is a process through 
which an individual uses wise 
discernment to reach the best 
decision. The power of the in-
tellect is responsible for our 
decisions and their underly-
ing motives. If the intellect 
does not take responsibility 
for its motives, whether posi-
tive or negative, the potential 
for harm is much greater. Our 
negative thoughts and emo-
tions are the source of wrong 
and weak decisions, which 
only occur because we did not 
take the time to discern.

To nurture the intellect, to 
empower it, requires spiri-
tual teachings that help the 

intellect to concentrate on the 
deep peace within the soul. 
The clearer and more concen-
trated the intellect becomes, 
the easier it is to connect to the 
source of all wisdom, clarity 
and tranquility, the Supreme 
Soul, the Intellect of the Wise.

With this connection of the 
soul to the Supreme Soul, the 
intellect develops the power 
of love, and uses kindness, 
compassion, patience, toler-

ance and forgiveness in dis-
cernment. Decisions are then 
based on contributing to the 
well-being of the whole. A 
powerful intellect is broad 
and has far-reaching insight, 
and the ability to foresee the 
results of whatever decision it 
may reach. 

A life built on this kind of 
decision-making power and 
this depth of discernment ig-
nites the light of self-respect 

with which we understand 
our inner worth. With such 
dignity we live without preju-
dices, judgments, biases and 
other forms of discrimination. 
In fact, wise discernment is 
never used for the judging of 
the self or others. It is the abil-
ity to discern what is right and 
wrong, true and false, wise 
and ignorant. If the intellect 
passes judgment on the self or 
others, it is no longer wise.

A divine intellect shines a 
light in the darkness of igno-
rance. It moves us to a place 
of courage and gives us the 
confidence to see with love 
and understanding. It is when 
we go into silence that we un-
derstand. It is then that we can 
connect the intellect with the 
Supreme. It is this connection 
that builds the spiritual ca-
pacity and inner strength that 
gives power, wisdom and dis-
cernment to the intellect.

Gayatri Naraine represents the 
Brahma Kumaris at the United 
Nations in New York.
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Honesty makes it possible 
to see my specialties as well 
as my weaknesses. When I 
am able to see myself with 
appreciation and compassion, 
I develop a loving attitude 
towards myself. This softens 
my vision of others. Then my 
ability and capacity to love 
grows. Today let me be lovingly 
honest with myself.

A thought 
for todAy

Human beings are trapped in an 
emotional matrix of being ‘too 
human’, a sea of varied emotions; 
self-doubt, worry, jealousy, dis-
heartenment, excitement, anxi-
ety and fear to name but a few. 
Even when we know we should 
deal with situations without an-
ger or attachment, even if we at-
tend courses telling us how to do 
that, all it does is just deal with the 
symptoms. Confusion reigns and 
love is mixed.

The root of all that negativity is 
held by the consciousness of the 
body. To return to balance and 
well-being, there is no need to try 
to manage the polarity of symp-
toms, we simply need to change 
the context. Along with the hu-
man part of us, we need a deep 
realisation of the ‘being’ part of 
us – the soul, that is eternal. The 

moment we realise this spiritual 
identity, we come home - uncer-
tainty fades, emotion evaporates 
and stability rules. 

This is the first and basic lesson 
in our spiritual journey – who am 
I? When that awareness of who 
I really am is compromised, ev-
erything else is compromised. In 
the awareness of being the soul, 
body consciousness dissolves, be-
cause I am no longer defined by 
outwards appearances or roles. 
Stepping into soul conscious-
ness is quite literally a switch, 
into another dimension of being, 
a space of being light, soft, true, 
clear, and powerful. A deep joy 
prevails, one that is beyond sen-
sory stimulation.  

It is a portal to new possibilities; 
a true way of being, to recreate a 
new way of living. It is like flick-
ing on the light switch.  Being 
light illuminates everything, then 
I do not have to put up a front or 
prove anything. I can express 
who I am as I am, peacefully and 
honestly. It is a return to ‘dharma’ 
- that which is unchanging inside 
me - as I move through life’s ups 
and downs. In a human being, 
that ‘dharma’ is the deep inner 
peace that always remains. It 
may be suppressed, depending 
on the consciousness I am in, but 
the eternal qualities of the soul - 

peace, love, wisdom, joy and pu-
rity - are always there.

Becoming soul conscious is an 
awareness. I must look within 
and feel that I am inside the 
body, something other than all 
that I appear to be on the out-
side. A thinking, living being, 
a subtle point of light, the soul, 

that is making this body move. 
Then we can use spiritual intel-
ligence in our lives. How does this 
affect the way I relate to people? 
My interactions will be peace-
ful, I have no need to be right, to 
prove someone else wrong. Peace 
is their dharma too, even if they 
are not in that awareness in that 

moment. It brings patience into 
relationships.

It is only the connection with 
the Divine, the Supreme, and our 
own individual practice in rela-
tion to that, that can free us from 
the sea of emotional upheaval. It 
is only the Supreme Soul, the One 
who is eternally liberated, who 

can ever liberate another soul. 
This is why we underline the cru-
cial importance of remembering 
the Supreme Soul. The more I 
choose to engage my mind, heart 
and intellect with the Supreme, 
the more I can experience being 
liberated in life. 

This awareness of who I am and 

the connection with the Supreme, 
softens me and enables a release 
from past conditionings, so that 
my suppressed eternal qualities 
and virtues can start working for 
me. Being soul conscious and re-
membering God in this way are 
very deeply connected, because if 
we could have liberated ourselves 
from the web we have created by 
being body conscious, we would 
have done that by now - but we 
have not. We all have strings of at-
tachment to one thing or another, 
pulling us, tying us, influencing 
us. The moment we remember 
God, we experience a liberation 
from the pull of those strings. 

It is God’s power that awakens 
and sustains the soul’s power. 
But this has to be done over and 
over again. It is not a case of one 
powerful meditation and con-
nection, and it is all done. Daily 
practice of meditation is essen-
tial, because we have to build 
a reservoir of honesty, clarity 
and cleanliness inside. We have 
to keep our feelings clean for a 
long period of time. Then, drop 
by drop, day by day, we become 
so full of power that the mindset 
shifts completely.

Gopi Patel is a Rajyoga teacher based 
at the National Co-ordinating Office, 
London.

Softly Soul aware
Spiritual identity

gopi pAtel

Upward mobility is 
defined as move-
ment towards a 

higher social position, usu-
ally in which you become 
wealthier.  A lot of people 
wish to be upwardly mobile, 
to improve the quality of 
their life, social status, and 
financial security.

Education is one means by 
which many people try to 
improve their lot and that of 
their family. They burn the 
midnight oil, studying hard 
to earn good grades so as to 
qualify for well-paying jobs. 
Others start a business and 
toil at it, saving their earn-
ings and investing them to 

enhance their income. A 
few are blessed with an ex-
ceptional talent, or are sim-
ply lucky to find a golden 
goose, which brings them 
untold riches, transforming 
their life.

When their financial posi-
tion improves, most people 
are content to live a comfort-
able life free from the depri-
vations of the past. Some 
others, however, yearn for 
a higher social status. They 
want to be noticed, ac-
knowledged, and respected 
for their upgraded economic 
status. They may move to an 
upscale neighbourhood, buy 
an expensive car, or patron-
ise the arts in order to gain 
more respect in society. 

In some cases, newfound 
wealth can lead to undesir-
able consequences, such 
as a nouveau riche lifestyle 
that attracts scorn. Can it be 
called progress if we thrive 
financially but then start liv-
ing in a way that invites dis-
approval?

True upward mobility is 
not about climbing the social 

ladder; it is raising the level 
of our consciousness so that 

we rise above selfishness, 
fear, anger, and other weak-

nesses that limit and burden 
the soul, causing sorrow.

The first step in the up-
ward mobility of the soul 

is to know, remember, and 
then live with the awareness 
that we are immortal souls, 
not perishable bodies. We 
are sentient beings of light 
living in the body, lending it 
life and functioning through 
it. It is the soul that thinks, 
feels, and acts through the 
physical medium of the 
body. The soul never dies. 
It simply leaves one body, 
causing the latter’s death, to 
begin a new life in another 
body. All that the soul expe-
riences in life is the result of 
its thoughts, words and ac-
tions – the higher their qual-
ity, the happier life is.

Purity, peace, love, and 
happiness are natural quali-
ties of the soul, that is why 
we like experiencing them. 
On the other hand, anger, 
greed, ego, lust, and attach-
ment are vices that distort 
our perception, pollute our 
thoughts, and bring sorrow. 
When we live by our innate 
qualities, there is joy and 
bliss, which we can share 
with others. All souls, after 
all, are our brothers, as we 

are all children of the one 
Father, the Supreme Soul. 

Knowing, accepting, and 
living by these truths el-
evates the quality of our life. 
When the soul recognises it-
self and its Father, and com-
munes regularly with Him 
by thought, His abundant 
virtues and powers flow into 
the soul, cleansing and em-
powering it, further raising 
its quality.  

This is true upward mobil-
ity, when we rise above the 
limitations and deceptions 
that come from identifying 
the self with the body and 
its labels of gender, nation-
ality, race, religion etc. The 
soul that has freed itself in 
this way is able to see other 
members of the human fam-
ily as its brothers, and serve 
them selflessly as an instru-
ment shining the Father’s 
benevolent light on its spiri-
tual kin.

B.K. Sheilu is a Rajyoga teacher 
at the Brahma Kumaris head-
quarters in Mount Abu, Raj-
asthan.

true upward mobility
higher conSciouSneSS

B.K. Sheilu

The power of the intellect
grace gift

gAyAtri NArAiNe

The first step in the upward mobility of the soul is to know, remember, and live with the awareness that we are immortal souls, 
not bodies.

Stepping into soul consciousness is like flicking on the light switch – it illuminates everything

Each one of us is responsible for how we see, and how we see 
determines what we see.
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1ST TEST VS BANGLADESH

WTC in grasp as India
inches closer to victory

At the end of play on Day-
3, India strengthened their 
grip on the Chattogram Test 
thereby keeping their will to 
play the World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC) final alive. 
Opening batsman Shubman 
Gill and Cheteshwar Pujara 
went on to score 110 and 102 
not out respectively as the 
duo stitched together a cru-
cial 113-run stand for the sec-
ond wicket that enabled India 
take a strong lead of 512 runs 
before stand-in-captain KL 
Rahul declared India’s 2nd 
innings at 258/2 soon after 
Pujara notched up his 19th 
Test century, which was his 
fastest ton as well.

How can one forget the fa-
mous Kolkata Test of 2001 
when Steve Waugh enforced 
a follow-on on India which, 
in turn, proved costly for the 
then invincible Australians! 
Thereafter, it has been on 84 
occasions that various cap-
tains have avoided follow-on 
and instead batted for the 
second time, building on the 
strong first-innings lead; set-
ting mammoth targets for op-
ponents for the 4th innings. 
This has gone on to become 
a trend these days. How-
ever, this year, teams have 
enforced follow-on on 10-12 
occasions.      

Virat Kohli, during his hey-
days as Team India captain 
has avoided enforcing follow-
on eight times. 

Similarly, KL Rahul also did 
the right thing by not enforc-
ing follow-on on Bangladesh 
after they were dismissed for 
a paltry 150 in their first in-
nings, which cannot be called 
a defensive approach as well. 

Pujara coming back to form 
is a good sign for Team India. 
His batting at number three 
gives stability and depth to 
India’s batting. Cricket fans 
witnessed two contrasting 
batting style by Pujara in 
both the innings: while in 
first innings, he steadied In-
dia’s batting by stitching an 
important partnership with 
Shreyas Iyer when India were 
reduced to 112/4. Whereas, 
during the second innings, 
keeping India’s intent to get 
a big lead by consolidating 
on their first innings lead of 
254 runs, he scored his fastest 
Test ton that helped India set 
a huge target of 513 runs.      

On the other hand, Kuldeep 
Yadav also justified his selec-
tion in whites as he made 
a memorable comeback by 
scalping his 3rd five-wicket 
haul in only his 8th Test. Kul-
deep’s 5/40 is now his best 
bowling figures in Tests. His 
run-up while bowling has 
changed and so has his bowl-
ing speed that has increased 
pace that has improved his 
bowling. It was a bit shocking 
to see as to why Rahul made 
him bowl just one over dur-
ing the second innings.   

The problem with Bangla-
deshi bowlers has been that 
they were left with only three 
bowlers and sometimes cap-
tain Litton Das also chipped 
in with a few overs in the ab-
sence of Shakib Al Hasan. 

It is interesting to know that 
Das hasn’t bowled before in 
international cricket. India’s 
aggressive approach in the 
second innings pushed the 
hosts to backfoot. The wicket 
hasn’t deteriorated yet on the 
end of play of Day-3, as we 
haven’t seen any rough patch-
es that ideally helps the spin-
ners in the sub-continent. 

It will be interesting to see 
how far this Bangladeshi bat-
ters can resist India’s bowl-
ing, particularly the spin-
ning trio of Ravichandran 
Ashwin, Kuldeep Yadav and 
Axar Patel on Day-4 in Chat-
togram. 
(The writer is a former Team 
India cricketer and a selector)
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Shubhman Gill’s maiden 
Test ton followed by 
Cheteshwar Pujara’s 19th 

Test century helped India set a 
513-run target for Bangladesh 
in the third day of the first test 
at Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury 
Stadium here. The hosts were 
42 for no loss at stumps on 
Day-3.

Resuming post-tea session 
at 140/1, Shubman Gill didn’t 
waste time and went on to 
score his maiden Test ton 
and India also crossed the 
150-run mark. The duo of Gill 
and Cheteshwar Pujara also 
notched up a 100-run stand 
for the second wicket. Pujara 
went on to score his half-cen-
tury in 87 balls with the help 
of four boundaries.

The Gill-Pujara 113-run part-
nership ended after Gill was 

dismissed by Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz. Virat Kohli joined Pu-
jara to help India go past the 
200-run mark. Pujara and 
Kohli batted aggressively and 

scored a fifty-run partnership 
of just 48 balls for the third 
wicket.

Pujara shifted gears and 
went on to score his 19th Test 

ton in just 130 balls. This was 
Saurashtra lad’s first century 
after January 2019. India went 
on to declare the second in-
nings at 258/2 setting a massive 

513-run target for the hosts.
In reply, Bangladesh had a 

steady start as openers Na-
jmul Hossain Shanto and Zakir 
Hasan went on to score 42 runs 

in 12 overs.
India bowled out Bangladesh 

for 150 in their first essay tak-
ing two remaining wickets in a 
short span after resumption of 
play on the third day. Kuldeep 
Yadav was the pick of Indian 
bowlers, picking up five wick-
ets by conceding only 40 runs.

India started off positively 
and did not lose any wicket 
till lunch. India openers were 
watchful in their brief stay at 
the crease going into lunch as 
Rahul looked the more fluent 
of the two openers. Gill was 
declared out but resorted to 
DRS to save his wicket. The 
duo watched out the bowlers 
as they took India to 36 runs at 
lunch without a loss.

India resumed the innings 
after lunch with captain KL 
Rahul (20) and Gill continu-
ing to motor along.

Gill took the attack to the Ba 
ngladeshi bowlers as he upped 

the scoring rate and showed 
great intent from the moment 
he stepped in to bat in the sec-
ond session. However, India 
lost Rahul to pacer Khaled 
Ahmed when he had scored 23 
runs and India’s total was 70.

Khaled adopted the ploy of 
short balls coming around the 
wicket and tucking the batter, 
bowling superbly at his ribs. 
Rahul tried to counterattack 
but was caught at fine leg.

Pujara joined Gill to extend 
the host’s woes as the pair kept 
playing their shots to a tooth-
less attack that could not use 
Shakib Al Hasan as a bowler 
and Ebadot Hossain having 
left the field.

Both the batters brought 
some much-needed momen-
tum to the inning as India 
looked to set a huge target for 
the hosts. Bangladesh ran out 
of fuel in the second session 
as both Pujara and Gill coun-

tered the bowlers despite the 
pitch offering uneven bounce 
and spin.

India ended the second ses-
sion at 140/1 and were ahead 
of the Bangladesh team by 394 
runs.

Earlier, Kuldeep Yadav took 
his third fifer to bowl out Ban-
gladesh for 150 before India 
came on to bat in the second 
inning on the third day of the 
first test.

Stand-in captain KL Rahul 
chose not to enforce the follow-
on as the men in blue walked 
out to bat for their second in-
ning after bowling Bangladesh 
out.

Brief  Scores:  India 404 
(Pujara 90, S Iyer 86; Miraz 
4-112), Bangladesh 150 (Rahim 
28, Miraz 25; Kuldeep 5-40) 
vs India 258/2 declare (Gill 
110, Pujara 102*; Ahmed 1-51) 
Bangladesh 42/0 (Shanto 25,  
Hasan 17; Umesh 0/0)

CHATTOGRAM TEST

TDG NETWORK
CHATTOGRAM

Chesteshwar Pujara notched up his 19th Test century whereas Shubman Gill went on to score his maiden Test century in Chattogram.

TONS FOR GILL, PUJARA AS INDIA TAKE POLE POSITION

India is on course to victory at the ongoing Chattogram Test.



 fifa world   cup 2022 
DESERT     STORM16

the daily guardian review
saturday| 17  december 2022 
new delhi

48-TEAM WC IN 2026

FIFA likely to stick to
four-team group format
FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino confirmed the governing 
body is reconsidering the for-
mat of the 2026 World Cup 
in the United States, Mexico 
and Canada following the 
“”success” of the four-team 
groups at the 2022 World Cup  
in Qatar.

Infantino was addressing 
the media in Doha on Friday 
following a FIFA Council 
meeting earlier in the day.

“Here the groups of four 
have been absolutely incred-
ible. Until the last minute of 
the last match you would not 
know who goes through,”  
said Infantino.

The group stages in Qatar 
saw 32 teams drawn into eight 
groups of four nations leading 
into the knockout rounds. The 
four-team group format, with 
the top two going through to 
the knockout stages, has been 
used since the men’s World 
Cup expanded to 32 teams in 
1998. Spanning 24 years and 
seven editions, the format 
saw some exciting final group 
games in Qatar as countries 
tried to secure a top-two place 
to qualify for the last 16.

In 2026, 48 teams will 
take part in the World Cup 
-- 45 qualifying nations plus 
the three host countries. 
FIFA president Gianni In-
fantino has indicated none 
of the hosts will have to go  
through qualifying.

Initially, FIFA planned 
for the 2026 tournament to 

consist of 16 groups of three 
teams but Infantino suggest-
ed groups of four are likely to 
remain.

“I have to say, after this 
World Cup and the success 
of groups of four and looking 
at other competitions such as 
the Euros, here (four-team 
groups) have been incredible. 
We have to revisit or at least 
re-discuss the format. This is 
something that will certainly 
be on the agenda in the next 
meeting,” he added

Speaking two days before 
Qatar 2022’s final, Infantino 
summarised the tournament 
as a success in every way, in 
his opinion, praising the be-
haviour of supporters.

“The World Cup has been 
an incredible success on all 
fronts,” said Infantino.

“The main one being the 
fans, the behaviour, the joy-
ful atmosphere, the bringing 

of people together. The fans 
meeting the Arab world, it 
has been very important for 
the future of all of us.

“When it comes to the 
matches,  we have seen 
some incredibly competitive 
games, some surprises, some 
 great goals.

“At the end of the day, there 
was on average 10 minutes 
played as additional time ev-
ery match. This was a very 
fair World Cup on the pitch, 
no simulations, not so many 
yellow and red cards.

“But this shows the com-
pliment goes to the players 
and coaches, who main-
tained their calm, and of  
course the referees.”

With the third-place play-
off and final to go, he said 3.27 
million spectators have at-
tended the games compared 
to an overall 3.3 million at the 
2018 World Cup in Russia.

FOLLOWING WC EXIT

Portugal coach Santos, who 
benched Ronaldo resigns

The Portuguese federa-
tion (FPF) confirmed on 
Thursday that Fernando 
Santos had been fired as 
coach of Portugal following 
the team’s 2022 World Cup 
quarterfinal loss to Morocco.

Santos,  68,  assumed 
leadership in 2014 and led 
Portugal to their first-ever 
senior international cham-
pionship when they defeat-
ed France in the Euro 2016 
championship game. The 
team won the 2019 UEFA 
Nations League title under 
the direction of the former 
Greece national team man-
ager. However, a shocking 
1-0 loss to Morocco marked 
the end of his career in Qa-
tar. His contract covered the 
2024 European Champion-

ship.
“The Portuguese Football 

Federation and Fernando 
Santos agreed to end the 
highly successful journey 
that began in September 
2014. The FPF Board will 
now begin the process of 
choosing the next national 
coach. After one of the best 
participations ever by the 
National Team in the final 
stages of the World Cup, in 

Qatar, FPF and Fernando 
Santos understand that this 
is the right time to start a 
new cycle,” ESPN quoted 
as read in a statement from 
the FPF.

In an emotional video 
message, Santos said that 
being Portugal’s coach was 
a dream come true and a life 
goal he fulfilled.

“When you lead groups, 
you have to make some dif-
ficult decisions. It’s normal 
that not everyone was happy 
with the choices I made but 
the decisions I took were al-
ways thinking about what 
would be best for our team,” 
added the coach.

Santos’ decision to bench 
Portugal’s star player Cris-
tiano Ronaldo for the team’s 
round of 16 match against 
Switzerland caused contro-
versy for Portugal as well.

Mo r o c c o  c o a c h 
Walid Regragui 
shot down the 

idea that he needs to mo-
tivate his players for the 
Croatia match with the pros-
pect of winning the first-
ever medal at the football 
showpiece event providing 
enough reasons for the At-
las Lions to roar at Satur-
day’s encounter at Khalifa  
International Stadium.

The 47-year-old tactician 
admitted that the FIFA 
World Cup third-place play-
off is the “worst game” to 
play in for but wants his side 
to become the first African 
nation to medal in the Finals, 
having already become the 
first African nation to reach 
a World Cup semi-final.

“I don’t really need to mo-
tivate my team, we are at the 
World Cup representing 
Morocco. We even want to 
win friendlies so the objec-
tive is to get that third place, 
we want to improve our 
FIFA ranking. If we finish 
third in a World Cup, we will 
really 
hike 
it 
up,” 
Re-
gragui 
s a i d  a t 
t h e  p r e -
match press confer-

ence.
“Finishing third is not the 

same as finishing fourth 
and we want to take a 
medal home with us. Af-
ter the game, we will think 
about what the future has 
in store. We will have a 
completely different status 
following the World Cup. 
We want to show what we 
are made of and also pave 
the way for the future of  
Moroccan football.”

Having beaten Belgium, 
Spain and Portugal to 
reach the semis, Morocco 
lost 2-0 to reigning cham-
pions France as their re-
cord-breaking run came  
to an end in Qatar.

“We would like things to 
have gone differently and 
played in the final but there 
is another game to play, we 
would like to be on the 
podium,” he said.

“We know that 
Croatia also want 
t o  f i n i sh  i n 
third place, we 
played them 
in our open-
ing game 
s o  t h at 
will 

be nice. It will be no walk 
in the park physically, they 
have had one more rest day.

“We need to clear our 
heads a little, but when you 
come out of a semifinal, the 
first time we’ve ever been in 
one, emotions were running 
high and it was quite dif-
ficult. However, my players 
still have that appetite they 
want to finish well and they 
know they still 
have one 
game 
to 

play with all to play for.
Regragui confirmed skip-

per Romain Saiss will not be 
fit for the final, having risked 
his captain at just “60-70 per 
cent” in the semifinal, a deci-
sion which backfired when 
he limped off after just 20 
minutes.
MOROCCO PROTEST TO
FIFA OVER REFEREEING

The Royal Moroccan Foot-
ball Federation (FRMF) has 
protested to FIFA over the 

performance of the Mexi-
can referee, Cesar Arturo 
Ramos Palazuelos, dur-
ing Wednesday’s World 
Cup semifinal against 
France.

The FRMF said that 
Palazuelos deprived the 

Moroccan team 
of two 

obvious penalties, express-
ing at the same time its as-
tonishment that the VAR 
room failed to alert him. The 
federation will spare no ef-
fort to defend the rights of 
its national team, it said in a 
statement on Thursday.

It also urged FIFA to take 
fair measures against the 
arbitral injustice practised 
against the Moroccan team 
in its World Cup semifinal 
match against defending 
champions France, news 
agency Xinhua reported.

Morocco lost 2-0, as Theo 
Hernandez scored in the 
fifth minute and Randal Kolo 
Muani in the 79th.

The FRMF is unhappy that 
the referee didn’t award a 
penalty in the first half to the 
Atlas Lions when Theo Her-
nandez made contact with 
Sofiane Boufal in the area.

Instead of awarding a spot-
kick, Boufal got a yellow 

card. The FRMF was also 
unhappy about the ref-

eree’s and VAR’s silence 
when Selim Amallah 

was hauled down 
as he awaited the 

delivery of a set-
piece.

France play 
Argentina 
in Sunday’s 
World Cup 
final,  and 

Morocco take 
on Croatia in Saturday’s 
third-place play-off.

THIRD-PLACE PLAYOFF

WE WANT TO TAKE A MEDAL BACK 
HOME: MOROCCAN COACH WALID

Gianni Infantino.
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AT AN ONLINE AUCTION

A gold-plated replica of the 
FIFA World Cup trophy 
along with 55 other foot-
ball related items including 
shirts worn by late Diego 
Maradona and Lionel Messi 
has gone under the hammer 
at an online auction which 
began at the start of this 
month and one which ends 
on December 22.
With the FIFA World Cup fi-
nal between Argentina and 
France a few days away, a 
new champion to be spotted 
on Sunday as the organisers 
have tried to catch on to the 
football fever and give away 
a replica of the FIFA World 
Cup trophy.
“Taking advantage of the 

World Cup fever, we are auc-
tioning off an exact replica of 
the gold-plated World Cup 
trophy ($9,000) and many 
national team jerseys,” said 
Yael Rodriguez, one of the 
three partners of the Match-
day the Argentine company 
behind the auction.

With the football world 
fully immersed in the 
game’s biggest showpiece 
event and surrendering to 
the magic of Lionel Messi 
in Qatar some lucky ones 
will have the chance to feel 
the Argentinian super star  
from close quarters.
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Fernando Santos.

HOBBY TURNS INTO LIFELIME

FILIPINO ARTIST CAPTURES MOOD OF WC VIA GRAFFITI & MURALS
Qatar-based Filipino artist 
Michael Conjusta describes 
himself as Interior Decorative 
Artist, Painter, Muralist, Face 
and Body Painting, Visual 
Artist and Music lover on his 
Instagram account. One thing 
conspicuous by its absence 
on his social media profile is 
that he is a big time football 
fan and that of Argentina’s  
Lionel Messi.

As a child Michael Conjusta 
wanted to be a doctor and 
serve humanity reaching out 
to the sick and those in need 
of medical attention. Thirty 
years down Michael is not 
surrounded by stethoscope, 

syringes, thermometers, and 
other tools which are part of a 
medical professional but with  
paints and brushes.

With the World Cup kick-
ing off in Qatar on November 
20 the football extravaganza 
has served a platform to 
many artists from different 
parts of the world. Michael’s 
case is no different. His mu-
rals at World Cup stadiums 
has shot him into the lime-
light and served as a greatest 
platform for his talents and 
art works. Michael has left 
fans from across the globe 
impressed with his eye-
catching murals which are at 
the centre of attraction at Al 
Bayt, Lusail, Al Janoub and 
Al Thumama stadiums and 

the Doha Corniche.
“So far I have done 21 mu-

rals the last is on December 

18 the Qatar National day 
and I have been assigned to 
do one in Corniche area. I am 

really enjoying contributing 
to the art and culture celebra-
tions, especially when people 

praise my work and ask for a 
selfie. I feel like a superstar! 
I am always eager to meet 
new people and make new 
friends,” said the long-time 
Qatar resident.

“Yes, I am a fan of Argentina 
and of Messi. I enjoy when 
fans of the winning team 
leave the game cheering, es-
pecially in the metro. It feels 
like a fiesta,” he said with a 
huge laugh.

The 44-year-old has been 
creating artwork as part of 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) Cul-
tural Activation Programme, 
which is hosting talent dur-
ing the FIFA World Cup to 
complement the festive at-
mosphere in the host country.

Michael’s fascination with 
Messi and Argentina started 
a few months back during 
the Qatar International Art 
Festival where he made a 
three-dimensional painting 
of the Argentina great, who 
on Sunday will be aiming to 
win his first World Cup with 
the La Albiceleste.

“Yes I got into the World 
Cup mode in the month of 
September when the Qatar 
International Art Festival 
was held and the theme of 
the festival was the football 
World Cup so keeping in tune 
with the requirements I had 
made a painting of a younger 
Messi, a 20-year-old to the 
present day 35-year-old one.”

The festival which was held 

over five days attracted over 
600 artworks by 300 artists 
representing 65 countries, 
and belonging to various 
spectra, generations, and art 
schools and Michael consid-
ers himself privileged to take  
part in the event.

“I got to meet so many art-
ists and art lovers, made new 
friendships and it was like 
a test event for much bigger 
things which were in store 
during the World Cup,” he 
recalled about the event.

Michael, who has been in-
termixing his love for Jogo 
Bonita and his art before 
the World Cup, is delighted 
by the response he has been 
getting from fans and others 
who are following his work.
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Michael Conjusta (in pic) describes himself as Muralist and Music lover on his Instagram account.
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LAST MAN STANDING

SERGIO BUSQUETS ANNOUNCES
INTERNATIONAL RETIREMENT

Spain captain Sergio Bus-
quets on Friday took to social 
media platform Instagram 
to announce his retirement 
from international football 
with La Roja failing to make 
it past the group stage in the 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar.

The Barcelona midfielder, 
who scored two interna-
tional goals and who won 
the World Cup with Spain 
in 2010 and the European 
Championship two years 
later, wrote on Instagram: “I 
would like to announce that 
after almost 15 years and 143 
matches, the moment has 
arrived to bid farewell to the 
national team.”

Busquets made his debut 
for La Roja against Turkey 
in April 2009 and went on 
to make 143 appearances, 

behind only Iker Casillas 
and Sergio Ramos in the 
country’s history.

The 34-year-old captained 
Spain in each of their four 
games at the World Cup in 
Qatar, missing a penalty in 
the shootout as Luis En-
rique’s side were knocked 
out by Morocco at the  
last-16 stage.

In the Instagram post, Bus-
quets paid tribute to the vari-
ety of people involved in his 
successful Spain career.

“I would like to thank all 
the people who have ac-
companied me on this long 
road,” he wrote.

“From Vicente del Bosque 
who gave me the opportuni-
ty to Luis Enrique for mak-
ing me enjoy until the last 
second. “I also thank Julen 
Lopetegui, Fernando Hierro 
and Robert Moreno for their 
trust, as well as all their staff.

FIFA trophy, jerseys of Messi, 
Maradona go under hammer


