
Making an analogy 
to football, Prime 
Minister Narendra 

Modi on Sunday said that his 
government has given red 
cards to hurdles like corrup-
tion, nepotism, and discrimi-
nation in the last eight years.

In his address at a football 

ground here on the occasion 
of the golden jubilee celebra-
tions of the North Eastern 
Council, PM Modi said, “It 
is a coincidence that today 
when the final of the Football 
World Cup is taking place, I 
am in the midst of football 
lovers on the football ground 
itself. On the other side, a 
football competition is going 

on and subsequently this 
side, we are competing for 
development on the football 
field.” 

“I realize the match is tak-
ing place in Qatar but the ex-
citement and enthusiasm are 
no less here,” he said. 

Recalling the efforts of his 
government in the last eight 
years PM Modi said, “In 

football, if someone’s behav-
iour is against the spirit of 
the game, then he is shown 
a red card and thrown out. 
Similarly, in the last eight 
years, we have eradicated 
many hurdles-- corruption, 
nepotism, discrimination-- 
related to the North East.” 

“In the last 8 years, 

PM MODI: SERVED RED CARDS 
TO CORRUPTION, NEPOTISM

WORLD CUP FEVER 

IMPACTFUL 

THE WORLD 
IS MESSI’S 

Initiatives on to make North 
East AFSPA free: Shah 

Modi’s nuke views influenced Russia amid war: CIA Chief

The world has not seen such a final match 
for long. Sunday’s final between Argentina 
and France was unprecedented and will be 
remembered as one of the most nail-biting 
match in the World Cup history. At the end 
of more than 120 minutes, the football wizard 
Argentina’s Lionel Messi and his boys beat 
France 4-2 on penalties after the scores were 
tied 3-3 on extra times. 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Sunday recalled 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi-led government’s ef-
forts in facilitating peace 
across the North East region 
by saying that under the 
leadership of PM Modi, the 

North East has gone ahead 
on the path of development.

Participating in the gold-
en jubilee celebrations of 
the North Eastern Council 
(NEC) here, Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah said, “Under 
PM Modi, the North East 
has gone ahead on the path 
of development. Peace has 

prevailed in the region.” 
He said, “Earlier, a lot of 
demands were made to re-
peal Armed Forces Special 
Powers Act (AFSPA). Now, 
nobody needs to make de-
mands. Staying two steps 
ahead, the government is 
taking initiatives to 

Eight men were arrested 
for allegedly gang-raping 
a 16-year-old girl in Maha-
rashtra’s Palghar district on 
Sunday.
According to the Palghar 

police, on Saturday after-
noon, the victim›s fam-
ily lodged a complaint at the 
police station that the girl 
had not come home since 8 
o›clock on Friday. The po-
lice immediately filed a com-
plaint and got involved in the 
investigation. 

On Saturday evening, the 
girl was found in a forest by 
the seashore, the police said. 
According to police, the girl 
told them that she was taken 
by one of the accused on the 
intervening night of Friday 
and Saturday to a vacant 
bungalow in the Satpati›s 
Mahim area where the eight 
men sexually assaulted her.
“In her complaint lodged 
on Saturday, the victim said 
her ordeal began at 8pm on 
December 16 that continued 
till 11am the next day,” a po-
lice officer said. Later, they 
also took her to the seashore 
where they again sexually 
assaulted her in the bushes,” 
the official added. 

The Delhi Traffic Police have 
issued an advisory in view of 
the Kisan Garjana Rally on 
Monday being at organized 
at Ramleela Ground in the 
national capital. 

Due to the huge crowd at 
the rally, heavy traffic jams 
are expected in the sur-
rounding areas. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s views on the use of 
nuclear weapons had an 
impact on the Russians and 
could well have averted a 
global disaster in the context 

of the Ukraine war, Director 
of the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) Bill Burns said, 
according to PBS. 
“I think it’s also been very 
useful that Xi Jinping and 
Prime Minister Modi in 
India have also raised their 

concerns about the use of 
nuclear weapons as well. I 
think that’s also having an 
impact on the Russians,” 
Bill Burns said in an inter-
view with PBS. “I think the 
saber-rattling is meant to 
intimidate. We don’t see any 

clear evidence today of plans 
to use tactical nuclear weap-
ons,” he added. 

India has been calling for 
dialogue and diplomacy 
since the war began between 
Russia and Ukraine. 

INDIA WIN 1ST 
TEST AGAINST 
BANGLADESH 
CHATTOGRAM: Axar 
Patel and Kuldeep Yadav 
wrapped up Bangla-
desh’s tail to give India 
an emphatic 188-run 
win in the first test of the 
two-match series here at 
Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury 
Stadium, Chattogram. 
India moved to the third 
spot in the ICC World Test 
Championship table with 
this win as Bangladesh 
succumbed to the bril-
liant blowing of India’s 
spinners losing their 
four wickets within an 
hour of the first session 
of the fifth day. The spin 
duo of Axar Patel and 
Kuldeep Yadav accounted 
for seven wickets to 
dismantle the hosts. Axar 
scalped four wickets 
while Kuldeep bagged 
three to take his tally to 
eight for the match.

SPEEDING CAR 
RAMS 3 CHILDREN 
IN DELHI 
NEW DELHI: Three 
children were injured after 
being hit by a speeding car 
in the national capital’s 
Gulabi Bagh area on Sun-
day. According to Delhi 
Police, two children, aged 
10 and 4, sustained minor 
injuries while the third 
child is critical. However, 
the condition of the child 
who has been admitted 
to hospital is now stable. 
The entire incident was 
captured on a nearby 
CCTV camera. Footages 
from the CCTV shows a 
speeding white car driving 
at high speed veers off 
the road onto a footpath 
after the driver appar-
ently loses control of the 
vehicle. The car hits the 
children on the footpath 
before coming to a stop at 
a distance after ramming 
into a wall. The 30-year-
old driver identified as one 
Gajendar, from Pratap 
Nagar in the city has been 
taken into custody and his 
vehicle seized. 

AAP NATIONAL 
COUNCIL PASSES 
3 RESOLUTIONS
New Delhi: The Aam 
Aadmi Party National 
Council and National 
Executive met on Sunday 
for the first time after AAP 
attained its national sta-
tus. In National Council, 
party leaders discussed 
various political issues 
and passed resolutions. 
After the council meet-
ing, National Secretary 
Pankaj Gupta, Delhi state 
convenor Gopal Rai and 
AAP National Treasurer 
MP ND Gupta addressed 
a press conference. 
Pankaj Gupta said, “Today 
we organised the 11th Na-
tional Council Meeting of 
the Aam Aadmi Party and 
it was an important meet 
as it was the first time that 
we met after we became a 
National Party.
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DEFENDING INDIA  IN MAHARASHTRA

FOR KISAN RAILYUP IN ARMS 

POLLUTION 

HOOCH TRAGEDY

INDIAN NAVY COMMISSIONS 
INDIGENOUS WARSHIP ‘MORMUGAO’ 

MINOR GIRL 
GANGRAPED FOR 
OVER 12 HOURS 

DELHI POLICE  
ISSUES TRAFFIC 
ADVISORY 

RSS-AFFILIATED FARMERS’ BODY TO 
STAGE PROTEST AGAINST CENTRE 

Smog engulfs Delhi, 
air quality ‘very poor’ 

‘Fear of police, last rites without 
post-mortem’, claims Sushil Modi 

Indian Navy on Sunday 
enhanced its indigenous 
defence production capa-
bility by commissioning 

‘Mormugao’, a P15B stealth-
guided missile destroyer. 
Speaking after the commis-
sioning ceremony, Union 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh lauded India’s grow-
ing indigenous defence pro-
duction capability and noted 
that countries across the 
world are stepping forward 
to strengthen and modern-
ize their military power. The ceremony that took 

Bharatiya Kisan Sangh 
(BKS), an RSS-affiliated 
organisation, will stage a 
protest against the Centre at 
Ramlila Maidan in Delhi to-
day over the non-fulfilment 
of its demands. 

The BKS has been report-
edly upset with the govern-
ment over its long-pending 
demands because of which 
the organisation will stage 

a protest today afternoon. 
Some of the demands of 
the farmers’ organisation 
are that all agricultural in-
puts be made GST free, an 
increase in the amount of 
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi in 
proportion to the increased 
cost of farming, subsidy in 
food besides providing fi-
nancial assistance to farmers 
through DBT and irrigation 
and river link projects. 

Smog engulfed the national 
capital as the air quality re-
mained in the ‘very poor’ 
category with an overall Air 
Quality Index of 327 on Sun-
day evening.

The AQI in the Delhi 
University area stood at 

365 while the AQI was re-
corded to be at 293 near Lo-
dhi Road. The area nearby 
the IIT Delhi recorded an 
AQI of 297 while it stood at 
335 at the IGI Airport T3. 
Delhi air stood at ‘very poor’ 
category on Sunday morn-
ing with AQI reaching 322.

BJP MP Sushil Modi on Sun-
day claimed that the family 
members of the victims in 
the Chapra hooch tragedy 
are performing their last 
rites without post-mortem 
due to “fear of the police”. 

Modi also accused the state 
government of hiding the ac-
tual number of deaths in the 
tragedy and claimed “more 

than 100 deaths”. “The 
death toll has crossed 100 
but the government is hid-
ing the numbers. Due to fear 
of the police, people are per-
forming the last rites of their 
family members without a 
post-mortem,” Sushil Modi 
said while addressing the 
reporters here. 

Modi on Saturday met the 
families of those who lost 
their lives in the Chhapra 

hooch tragedy. 
The official death toll in 

Bihar’s Chhapra due to the 
consumption of spurious li-
quor has mounted to at least 
72. The incident was initial-
ly reported on Wednesday. 
 
Meanwhile, Saran Superin-
tendent of Police (SP) San-
tosh Kumar has suspended 
Isuapur Station House 
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WORLD CUP 2022

BRINGING MAINSTREAM 

On top of the world 

Argentina’s players celebrate as they beat France 4-2 
on penalties to win the Finals of the FIFA World Cup 

2022 at Lusail Stadium, in Lusail on Sunday.  ANI

 PM says in 8 years he has removed many hurdles

 One of the world’s most advanced carriers

 It can carry Medium Range Surface-to-
AirMissile, Brahmos Surface-to-Surface 
missiles, Anti-submarine indigenous torpedo 
tube launchers, state-of-the art sensor

 Indigenously built by Mazagon Dock 
Shipbuilders Ltd

 It measures 163m in length, 17m in breadth 
with a displacement of 7400 tonnes

 The ship is propelled by four powerful Gas 
Turbines, in a Combined Gas and Gas (COGAG)

KEY FEATURES OF ‘MORMUGAO’

SHOCKING 

JHARKHAND MAN CHOPS WIFE 
INTO PIECES, 12 PARTS RECOVERED

Another Aaftab threatens 
to chop girl into 36 pieces 

In another incident of gruesome 
killing similar to Shraddha Walkar, 
a man from Jharkhand’s Sahebganj 
was detained on Saturday for alleg-
edly chopping his second wife into 18 
pieces and dumping them in different 
locations, the police said.  The police 

said that they have detained the vic-
tim’s husband namely Dildar Ansari 
as a suspect in the crime. The incident 
came to light after the mutilated body 
of a woman was recovered from an 
old house in the Santhali Momin Tola 
area on Saturday evening. 

According to the police, the

A man was arrested for allegedly 
posing as a Hindu to befriend a girl 
and subsequently threatening to 
kill and chop her into 36 pieces in 
Madhya Pradesh’s Indore, an of-
ficial said on Sunday. 

The accused who was identified 

as Aaftab posed as Rahul on social 
media to establish relations with 
the girl. According to the police, 
when the girl came to know the 
truth, Aaftab threatened to kill her 
and chop her into 36 pieces, about 
which she told brother. 

Her brother then reached

TDG NETWORK 
SAHIBGANJ

TDG NETWORK 
INDORE

15
INDIA REGISTERS 
188-RUN WIN IN 
FIRST TEST, TAKES 
1-0 LEAD IN SERIES

10
‘NORTH KOREA 
LAUNCHES TWO 
MEDIUM-RANGE 
MISSILES INTO EAST SEA’

3
FACE-OFF IN 
TAWANG: LOCALS 
EXUDE CONFIDENCE 
IN ARMY 

MONDAY | 19 DECEMBER 2022 | VOL.1 ISSUE 183 | NEW DELHI | RS. 5.00



Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sun-
day inaugurated and 

laid foundation stones for 
various projects in north-
east worth Rs 7800 crores. 
On the occasion of golden 
jubilee celebrations of the 
North Eastern Council 
(NEC) here, the Prime Min-
ister inaugurated projects 
worth Rs 2450 while in de-
velopment projects worth 
over Rs 4,350 crore were 
planned. 

In a step to further boost 
telecom connectivity in 
the northeastern region, 
PM Modi dedicated to the 
nation 4G mobile towers, 
of which more than 320 
have been completed and 
around 890 are under con-
struction. 

PM Modi also inaugurat-
ed the New Campus of IIM 
Shillong at Umsawli and 
Shillong-Diengpasoh Road, 
which will provide bet-
ter connectivity to the new 
Shillong satellite township 
and decongest Shillong. 

Modi also inaugurated 
four other road proj-
ects across three states- 
Meghalaya, Manipur, and 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

On the sidelines of the 
event, PM Modi inaugurat-
ed the Spawn Laboratory at 
Mushroom Development 
Center in Meghalaya to en-
hance mushroom spawn 
production and also pro-
vide skill training for farm-
ers and entrepreneurs. 

An Integrated Beekeep-
ing Development Centre in 
Meghalaya was also inau-
gurated by PM Modi to im-

prove the livelihood of bee-
keeping farmers through 
capacity building and tech-
nology upgradation.

Modi, who arrived in 
Agartala from Shillong, 
also launched the Grih 
Pravesh programme for 
beneficiaries under Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana-
Urban and Pradhan Man-
tri Awas Yojana-Rural. 
According to Prime Min-
ister’s Office, these houses 
were developed at a cost 
of over Rs 3,400 crore and 
will cover over 2 lakh ben-
eficiaries.

With a focus on improv-
ing road connectivity, 
Prime Minister inaugurat-
ed the project for widening 
of Agartala bypass (Khay-
erpur-Amtali)  NH-08, 
which will help ease traffic 
congestion in Agartala city.

Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gad-
kari on Sunday inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of 
8 National Highway projects of 226 kms worth Rs 1,800 crore 
at Igatpuri, Nashik, Maharashtra. 

Union Minister of State Bharti Pawar, Member of Parlia-
ment Subhash Bhamre, Hemant Godse, MLAs and officials 
were present on the occasion. According to an official release, 
with these highway projects transportation in the district will 
be accessible and safe, fuel and time will be saved, as well as 
pollution will be lessened.  “These projects will make it easier 
for agricultural and handicraft businesses to reach the local 
markets, help in connectivity of the rural areas with the cities 
more accessible, as well as new industries and new employment 
opportunities will be created through them,” the statement 
said.  Earlier on Friday, Gadkari said that before the end of 
2024, road infrastructure will be equal to the standard of the 
USA.  Addressing the 95th FICCI Annual convention, the 
minister said that “We are making the World Standard Road 
infrastructure in the country and promising you that before 
the end of 2024, our road infrastructure will be equal to the 
standard of the USA, American standards.” 

Addressing the issue of logistics cost he said that it is an ef-
fort to take up to 9 per cent by the end of 2024. “Our logistics 
cost is a big problem. 

DEVELOPING NE
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rs 7800 cr fOr NOrthEast
TDG NETWORK
Shillong

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Golden jubilee celebrations 
of the North Eastern Council, in Shillong on Sunday. ANI

Chairing the National Coun-
cil meeting of Aam Adami 
Party (AAP) at Calista Re-
sort in Kapashera on Sunday, 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal asked the people to 
boycott Chinese goods. Slam-
ming the Modi government, 
he said, the government does 
not care about the lives of sol-
diers. 

Indian soldiers prevented 
Chinese troops from enter-
ing the Indian territory last 
week during a border face-
off that led to injuries on 
both sides, the government 
said earlier this week. The 
recent skirmish was the first 
since deadly clashes in June 
2020 when Indian and Chi-
nese troops were involved in 
hand-to-hand combat in the 
Galwan Valley of Ladakh, in 
which 20 Indian soldiers lost 
their lives.

In the present discourse 
of events, Kejriwal alleged, 
“Who are buying the goods 

of China? What is the com-
pulsion of BJP to buy goods 
from China? Can’t we in-
crease our indigenous pro-
duction? We buy the same 
stuff from China which 
could be produced in our 
country.” Adding further 
he said, “The government is 
driving away the people of In-
dia and hugging the people 
of China. Traders and indus-
trialists are leaving India.” 
At the event, Kejriwal also 
categorically pointed out 
the difference between AAP 
and other parties. “One 
party is enmeshed in cor-

ruption, whereas the other 
party promotes hooligan-
ism and provides shelter to 
the goons. People can see that 
AAP stands for honesty and 
impartiality.”

Later, addressing a press 
conference Delhi Minister 
and party leader Gopal Rai 
said, “AAP national council 
meeting passed the resolu-
tion. The first resolution 
taken in the meeting is that 
organization building at the 
national level will be taken 
forward prominently. The 
organization will be formed 
in all states. 

Senior BJP leader and former Union 
Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi on Sun-
day said that for decades Muslim votes 
are being “chewed like chewing gum” 
and “chucked like castaway”. 

Addressing the “Minorities Rights 
Day” programme organised by Uttar 
Pradesh Minorities Commission in 
Lucknow, Naqvi said, “The crook con-
tractors of votes have committed cruel, 
communal, criminal conspiracy against 
the minorities to hijack their socio-
economic and educational empower-
ment.” The BJP leader said that India 
has become the “flagbearer” of inclusive 
empowerment by crushing the “curse of 
communalism”. 

“The Modi-Yogi era has made “Amar, 
Abdul, Antony” an equal partner of 

prosperity by lockout and blockade of 
the ‘cartel of communal champions of 
castes and communities’,” he said. 

Naqvi said that the “treacherous 
traders of votes” are responsible 
for the economic, educational and 
social backwardness of some sec-
tions of the Muslim community. 
“The coterie of communalism is dissipat-
ed as the Modi Government has ensured 
the prosperity and dignity of all sections 
without any discrimination,” he said. 

He further said that today the time 
has changed, the environment has 
changed and the mood of the country 
has changed. 

The ‘Modi Magic” has replaced “praxis 
of polarisation” with “politics of pros-
perity”. Along with majority commu-
nities, the minority communities have 
been benefited equally by the positive 
atmosphere of “development with trust” 

in the Governments led by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,” the BJP 
leader added. 

“Those who say that the development 
of minorities and the development of the 
country are separate from each other are 
doing “criminal fraud” to keep the mi-
norities away from the mainstream of 
progress. “Fear and fallacy” was created 
in the name of the Sachar Committee to 
scare the Muslims. 

The “sham syndicate of secularism” 
created confusion through the Com-
mittee by claiming that the condition of 
the Muslims is worse than that of Dalits, 
tribals and other backward sections. 

The truth is that the backwardness of 
Dalits is due to various historical and 
social reasons, while the poverty of the 
Muslims is the result of “political deceit” 
by some political parties,” he said.

Makkal Needhi Maiam pres-
ident and veteran actor Ka-
mal Haasan is scheduled to 
take part in the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra led by Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi on December 
24 in Delhi. 

The foot march, which 
began from Kanyakumari 
on September 7, marked its 
100 days on Friday, during 
the 12th day of its Rajasthan 
leg. Several other film stars 

such as Pooja Bhatt, Riteish 
Deshmukh, and Riya Sen 
also participated in the yatra. 
On Sunday, Yatra’s Raj-
asthan leg resumed from 
Kalakho in Dausa, the foot 
march is scheduled to take 
a break approach the Sikan-
dra Police Station. 

Resuming the Padyatra 
again from the Tollgate at 
3:30 pm, the Yatra reached 
Bandikui, Dausa. 

Notably, Rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot is 
also believed to soon be 

reaching Dausa and joining 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra on its 
102nd Day. Rajasthan is the 
only Congress-ruled state 
where the yatra will cover 
around 500 km over 17 days 
before entering Haryana on 
21 December. 

People in large num-
bers were seen joining 
the march holding ban-
ners  and party flags. 
The Bharat Jodo Yatra will 
cover 3,570 km by next year. 
It is the longest march on 
foot by any Indian politi-

cian in the history of India, 
the Congress has claimed. 
Rahul Gandhi aims to mobi-
lize the party cadre and unite 
the general public against 
the alleged “divisive politics 
in the country”. 

So far, the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra has covered parts of 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Kar-
nataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Te l a n g a n a ,  M a d h y a 
Pradesh, and Maharashtra, 
and is now in Rajasthan. It 
will end in Kashmir next 
year. 

NatIONaL cOuNcIL 

‘EquaL PartNEr’

furthEr bOOst?

what Is thE NEED Of buyING PrODucts 
frOM chINa? KEjrIwaL asKs cENtrE

Muslim votes are chewed like 
chewing gum: Mukhtat Abbas Naqvi 

KaMaL hasaN tO jOIN rahuL’s yatra IN DELhI 
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Gadkari gives wings 
to speed, launches  
8 NH pprojects 

OPPOsItION uP IN arMs 

Amid border dispute, 
Maharashtra Assembly likely to 
witness stormy winter session

The winter session of the 
Maharashtra  L egisla-
tive Assembly is likely to 
be stormy over the ongo-
ing border dispute with 
the neighbouring state 
Karnataka and the issue 
of derogatory statements 
on great personalities. 
The winter session will 
start on Monday in Nag-
pur. After two years, the 
assembly session is being 
held in Nagpur. It was in 
2019 when the winter ses-
sion was held in Nagpur. 
Further due to the COVID 
pandemic, the session could 
not be held in Nagpur for 
two years. Meanwhile, the 
Maharashtra cabinet on 
Sunday approved the deci-
sion to introduce Lokayuk-
ta law in the state. The Lo-
kayukta will be appointed 
in the state on the lines of 
the Lokpal at the Centre. 
A committee of five former 
judges will be part of Loka-
yukta. The Chief Minister 
and the cabinet will be un-
der the ambit of Lokayukta. 
“Today in the cabinet meet-

ing, we have taken impor-
tant decisions. We have 
approved the Anna Hazare 
Committee report on intro-
ducing Lokayukta in Maha-
rashtra on the lines of Lok-
pal. A Bill will be brought 
in this session,” Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister 
Fadnavis told reporters. 
“The Chief Minister and 
the cabinet will be brought 
under the ambit of the Lo-
kayukta. Anti-Corruption 
Act will be made a part 
of this law, and the Loka-
yukta will have a team of 
five people including re-
tired judges,” added the 
Maharashtra Deputy CM. 
Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde said he wants 
to run the government 
with full transparency. 
“We will run the govern-
ment with complete trans-
parency. We will make Ma-
harashtra corruption free, 
that is why we have decided 
to bring Lokayukta law into 
the state,” said CM Shinde. 
Regarding the ongoing 
border dispute with Kar-
nataka, Chief Minister 
Eknath Shinde said that 
the state government is 

working to provide ba-
sic facilities in the border 
villages of Maharashtra. 
“In the past, we have solved 
the water problem of some 
border villages. Regard-
ing the border dispute, 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah has mediated 
on our request and for the 
first time, it has been taken 
seriously. We firmly stand 
with the border residents. 
No one should do poli-
tics on it. It is a matter of 
our pride,” Shinde said. 
Shinde further said that 
we the government will 
bring a proposal in the win-
ter session on the border 
dispute with Karnataka. 
Leader of the Opposition 
in the state Assembly and 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) leader Ajit Pawar 
said that the issue of the 
Maharashtra-Karnataka 
border dispute and alleged 
derogatory statements 
against great men will be 
raised in the winter season. 
Speaking to reporters, 
Pawar said, “Maharashtra 
CM should give answer to 
his Karnataka counterpart 
about his aggressive talks.

aLLEGatIONs 

‘Mahabharat’ characters of previous 
govt indulged in extortion: UP CM 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Sunday 
took a jibe at the previous 
government of Samajwadi 
Party (SP) and said that all 
the ‘characters of Mahab-
harat’ fanned out to do ex-
tortion in job recruitments 
in the state. 

“All characters of ‘Mahab-
harat’ - chacha, mama, bhati-
ja - fanned out to do extortion 
in job recruitments, however, 
now all the job processes 
are transparent, ensuring 
selection solely on basis of 
merit,” Adityanath said. He 
also distributed appointment 
letters to about 1395 newly-
recruited assistant teachers 
and lectures in Lucknow. 

“Transparency and a cor-
ruption-free atmosphere in 
UP has reduced the unem-
ployment rate from 19 per 
cent to about 2 per cent. In 
the last five and a half years, 
the government has ensured 
every eligible gets employ-
ment,” Yogi said. 

Under Mission Rozgar, 
about 123 assistant teachers 
and 1272 lecturers were giv-
en their appointment letters.  
The Chief Minister on the 
occasion congratulated the 
team of the UP Public Ser-
vice Commission for mak-
ing the recruitment process 
transparent and fair. 

“Today no one can com-
plain about nepotism, cas-
teism and corruption in re-
cruitments. Every process 
of recruitment was extend-

ed under mission rozgar in 
UP since 2017. Resultantly, 
where appointments could 
not be made for years, suc-
cess was achieved in pro-
viding more than 5 lakh 
government jobs in 5 and a 
half years,” Yogi further said. 
He said that under the lead-
ership of PM Modi, action is 
being taken to connect more 
than 10 lakh youth with jobs 
and employment in various 
departments of the Centre. 

“Through Mission Rojgar, 
work is being done to in-
crease the limitless possibili-
ties of jobs and employment 
for the youth of the country 
and the state in their own 
state and country,” he said 
adding that a person often 
becomes careless after get-
ting a government job and 

that there is a need to over-
come it. 

“Just as you become re-
sponsible towards the fam-
ily, in the same way you 
have to become responsible 
towards the school, college, 
class, yourself and the chil-
dren,” he said. 

The CM said that educa-
tional institutions will have 
to be prepared for local re-
quirements as well. “We 
have made 1.26 lakh fair 
appointments in Basic Edu-
cation Council, more than 
40,000 fair appointments 
in government and non-
government aided colleges 
in secondary education. 
The transparent process in 
recruitment inspires you to 
be honest in life and work,” 
he stated. 
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Arvind Kejriwal after National Council Meeting on Sunday. 

PILOt IN DEMaND 
after congress pulled  
himachal pradesh 
from the BJp,  Former 
Deputy chief Minister 
Sachin pilot is now 
again in limelight and 
party wants to get him 
deployed extensively 
in campaigns across 
hindi speaking states 
of chattisgarh, Madhya 
pradesh, and not just in 
rajasthan. recently pilot 
had addressed 18 rallies 
in himachal pradesh as-
sembly elections most of 
which attracted signifi-
cant crowds. Meanwhile 
congress Mp rahul 
gandhi-led Bharat Jodo 
Yatra marked its 100 days 
on 16 December, people 
in Dausa raised slogans 
in favour of Sachin pilot. 
Following the incident, 
cM ashok gehlot report-
edly raised the matter 
in front of the congress 
leadership and clarified 
that he is not going to 
bear such defiance in the 
state, especially during 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
however, During the 
Yatra Sachin pilot was 
seen  wearing t-shirts 
with different slogans 
written on them such as 
‹Bekari se rozgar tak, 
aao Saath chalein› (From 
unemployment to jobs, 
let›s walk together). the 
idea behind the t-shirts 
was to raise issues that 
direct influence people 
and would in turn shape 
electoral outcomes.

rEPrEsENtatIVE 
GOVt IN 
hIMachaL?
Busy lobbying for the 
ministerial berth in the 
newly elected-govern-
ment led by Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu in himachal 
pradesh is still on as 
several legislators of 
the congress make a 
beeline in Delhi before 
the party high command. 
Sukhu had asserted that 
the cabinet would be 
expanded after tak-
ing consultation with the 
congress high command 
and it would be a combi-
nation of professionals, 
youth and representa-
tives from all sections. 
the congress has won 
40 out of 68 assembly 
seats, including 10 in 
kangra, seven in Shimla, 
four each in una, Solan, 
and hamirpur, three in 
Sirmaur, two each in 
chamba and kullu, and 
one each in Mandi, Bilas-
pur, kinnaur and lahaul 
and Spiti district. all the 
regions have to be given 
equal and adequate rep-
resentation. 

EarLy END 
Of wINtEr 
sEssION? 
Various political party 
leaders had conducted a 
meeting in the parlia-
ment on 12 December 
where lok Sabha Speak-
er om Birla also marked 
his presence. leaders 
requested the speaker 
to conclude the winter 
session of parliament 
on 23 December due to 
their respective engage-
ment and programs in 
their constituency on 
christmas, as the winter 
session commenced on 
7 December and will end 
on 29 December. 

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA
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Mishap

Three persons died and 
several got injured in a 
road accident after two 
buses collided with each 
other at Greater Noida Ex-
pressway near Knowledge 
Park of Noida in the early 

hours of Sunday, officials 
said.

“Two buses collided on 
Greater Noida Express-
way under Knowledge 
Park Police Station of Noi-
da. Three persons died, 
many people were injured 
while two persons are in 

critical condition,” Greater 
Noida Police said. The in-
jured have been rushed to 
the hospital.

The police reached the 
accident site and engaged 
in the rescue operation. 
Further details are await-
ed. 

3 dead, 2 critical in bus collision on 
Greater Noida Expressway

Despite the recent Tawang face-off between the Indian and 
Chinese soldiers in the Yangtse area, the local villagers of 
Zemithang are not worried about such type of incident and 
they have full confidence in the Union government and the 
Indian Army and are certain that they will protect them.

Zemithang with a population of about 5,000 is the last 
village in India is located in Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang 
district and is just 10 km away from the LAC. Zemithang is 
the last border village of Arunachal Pradesh along the Indo-
China border. 

The bordering village has witnessed a lot of infrastructural 
development works done by the current government and the 
local villagers are so happy with this.

Konchuk Tsering, a local resident of Zemithang village said 
that there are six bastis under Zemithang village and Zem-
ithang is the last bordering village of Arunachal Pradesh 
along the Indo-China border.

“There are around 5,000 population in the Zemithang area. 
The local villagers are belonging to the Monpa tribe. This vil-
lage is located about 10-12 km away from the LAC. Kenzanane 
is the last location of the LAC. In the last Yangtse incident, 
our Indian army had taken strong action against the Chinese 
army while they tried to cross the international border and 
we are very happy that the Indian army showed its power. 
Our locals and other youths of the country have gotten a new 
‘Josh’ after seeing the Indian army’s action against the Chinese 
army,” Konchuk Tsering said.

He further said that few such incidents happened along the 
international border, but the local villagers stayed there and 
they are with the Indian army.

“No one had moved to another place. There is no panic 
among the villagers and we always support the Indian army. 
We have faith in our government and the Indian army. We 
have a good relationship with the Indian army and other 
security forces. Sometimes we request them to train us so 
that we can fight against the enemy. In case of an emergency 
situation, we will move forward to help and support the In-
dian army. The locals have a ‘Josh’ and we are always with the 
government and Indian army,” Tsering added.

He also said that, in 1959, when his Holiness the 14th Dalai 
Lama entered into India, his exile route was Zemithang.

“It’s a matter of pride for us that the 14th Dalai Lama’s ex-
ile route is Zemithang. I think, there was no preparation for 
war from the Indian side in 1962, but the situation has now 
changed. There was no road connectivity in our area in 1962. 

India has been witnessing 
a huge political clash as 
parties continue to com-

ment on the recent face-off 
between the Indian Army 
and Chinese Army in the 
border region in the Yangtse 
area of Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Tawang.

A face-off between Indian 
and Chinese troops in the 
Tawang sector on 9 Decem-
ber led to minor injuries “to 
a few personnel” from both 
sides, sources said on Mon-
day (12 December) and noted 
that both sides immediately 
disengaged from the area. As 
per reports, the Chinese had 
come heavily prepared with 
around 300 soldiers but did 
not expect the Indian side 
also to be well prepared. On 
9 December, the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) 
troops approached the LAC 
in the Tawang sector of 
Arunachal Pradesh which 
was contested by Indian 

troops in a firm and resolute 
manner.

Soon after the reports of 
the clash between the neigh-
bouring countries started 
circulating, the opposition 
started questioning Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi-
led government and also 
disrupted the Parliament’s 
Winter Session.

The Winter Session, which 
is slated to have 17 working 
days, began on 7 December 
and faced several adjourn-
ments many times as the 
opposition created a ruckus 
over the Tawang clash.

On 13 December, members 
of both the Rajya Sabha and 
the Lok Sabha gave notices 
under Rule 267 and Rule 176 
of the Rules of Procedure for 
the suspension of business to 
conduct a discussion on the 
9 December clashes between 
the forces of India and China 
at the Tawang border.

The MPs had demanded 
to suspend Zero Hour and 
relevant rules relating to 
Question Hour and other 
businesses of the day to 
have a discussion on the is-
sue which needs immediate 
measures to combat such ag-

gression and protect India’s 
interests along the interna-
tional border.

Speaking in the Lok Sabha 
on the day, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh said that 
the Indian Army bravely 
stopped the Chinese PLA 
troops from encroaching on 
Indian territory, and forced 
them to withdraw to their 
posts. According to Reuters, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin 
on the same day (13 Decem-
ber) said that the situation at 
the India-China border was 
“generally stable,” after both 

the troops clashed at the bor-
der.

However, on Wednesday 
(14 December), as many as 
17 opposition parties  staged 
a walkout from the Rajya 
Sabha during ‘Zero Hour’ 
accusing the government 
of not holding a discussion 
over the 9 December clashes 
along the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) between the 
Indian and Chinese forces 
at the Tawang sector.

People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) chief Mehbooba Muf-
ti on the day accused the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
of inaction regarding China 
occupying Indian land in 
Ladakh and Arunachal 
Pradesh. “I had already said 
they (China) have occupied 
our land in Ladakh and 
Arunachal as per a state-
ment given by BJP MP, but 
the BJP government has 
done nothing. Our soldiers 
are beaten up, and they are 
not allowed to retaliate. This 
is a sorry state of affairs,” she 
said.

the week that was 

india, China border Clash leads to 
politiCal slugfest in parliaMent
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

Opposition MPs stage a walkout from Rajya Sabha over India-China border clash during the winter 
session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration organized a job 
fair or “Rozgar mela” at An-
antnag in south Kashmir on 
Saturday.

The Rozgar mela was 
organized by District Em-
ployment & Counseling 
Centre, in the town hall of 
Anantnag. Apart from the 
allied Government Depart-
ments promoting self-em-
ployment, reputed private 
employers from different 
sectors also participated 
in the event. Officials said 
around 100 candidates were 
registered on the spot out of 

645 participants and 170 
resumes were received by 
employers.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Anantnag and 
Chairman Municipal Coun-

cil Anantnag was the chief 
guest at the event.

A total of 107 vacancies 
were offered by 12 employ-
ers from different sectors, 
which included companies 

like SBI Life, HDFC shou-
riya, Jio care, Tata Motors, 
peaks Auto, Kashmir mo-
tors, Himalayan motors, 
Shuhul motors, KY motors, 
Exide neo, Kashmir valley 
and Fair deal motors.

Peer Zamir Ahmad, As-
sistant Commissioner Em-
ployment Anantnag told 
ANI, “Basically, the depart-
ment of employment earlier 
used to be called employ-
ment exchange. The only 
purpose is to register all the 
unemployed youth in the 
department. The prospec-
tive employer will see who 
is qualified to get a job. This 
Programme was held in that 
connection”.

raMpant uneMployMent

107 vaCanCies, 12 eMployers at J-k govt 
organised ‘rozgar Mela’ in south kashMir

no paniC

Face-off in Tawang: 
Locals exude 
confidence in Army 

4 years of governanCe

No anti-incumbency in State, no bigger 
achievement than this: Rajasthan CM 

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot said that 
there is no anti-incumben-
cy in the state and there 
cannot be a bigger achieve-
ment than this.

“Even after four years, 
the people of Rajasthan 
are not against the state 
government, usually, such 
a situation happens ev-
erywhere and people start 
finding faults but in Rajas-
than, the situation is differ-
ent. There can be no big-
ger achievement than this 
for the state government,” 
CM Ashok Gehlot said 
during his address on the 
completion of four years 
of Congress government in 

Rajasthan. He then reiter-
ated a demand from Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to 
implement social security 
across the country.

To mark the occasion, 
many government pro-
grammes were organised 
in Jaipur, including a de-
velopment exhibition at 
the Jawahar Kala Kendra.

Talking about the Old 
Pension Scheme (OPS), 
CM Gehlot said: “It is very 
important that the one who 
has served the government 
for 35 years gets security 
because it is high time for 
being concerned about so-
cial security. There should 
be a common policy for na-
tionwide social security for 
which the finances should 
be managed by both the 

Centre and the states.”
Adding further, he said 

that Rajasthan implement-
ed the OPS but the Centre 
interfered with it which is 
against the Constitution.

“The state government 

has the right to decide the 
pension. Pension is a state 
subject, so OPS shall con-
tinue. The Center cannot 
interfere in this. There is a 
provision in the constitu-
tion itself that the Right 

To Pension rests with 
the state governments,” 
Gehlot said.

Gehlot also slammed 
Union Minister Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat and ac-
cused him of “misleading 
and cheating” the people of 
Rajasthan.

“PM Modi himself prom-
ised the national project 
to Eastern Rajasthan Ca-
nal Project in the public 
meetings during the last 
elections here, but now 
the Center is stalling this 
scheme. Whatever scuffle 
is going on between former 
Rajasthan CM Vasund-
hara Raje and Gajendra 
Singh is their personal but 
why should the public suf-
fer for the personal clashes 
between them?” he said.

bharat Jodo yatra 

Cong workers raise 
slogans in support of 
Sachin Pilot 
As the Congress’ Bharat Jodo Yatra’s Rajast-
han leg resumed from Kalakho in Dausa on 
Sunday, slogans in support of Rajasthan’s 
former Deputy Chief Minister Sachin Pilot 
were raised again in the Gujjar community’s 
leader’s citadel.

Dausa is an erstwhile Parliamentary con-
stituency and bastion of Sachin Pilot, son of 
Congress Stalwart Rajesh Pilot, who him-
self was five times MP from Dausa constitu-
ency. Rahl Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo Yatra 
started from Kalakho in Dausa at around 
6:00 am on Sunday, the foot march is sched-
uled to take a break approach the Sikandra 
Police Station.

Resuming the Padyatra again from the 
Tollgate, the Yatra will reach Bandikui, 
Dausa.

Earlier on Friday also, during the Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’s 100th day in the Dausa district, 
the espousals of Congress leader Sachin Pi-
lot raised slogans in his support.

Notably, Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot is also believed to soon be reaching 
Dausa and joining the Bharat Jodo Yatra on 
its 102nd Day.

Rajasthan is the only Congress-ruled state 
where the yatra will cover around 500 km 
over 17 days before entering Haryana on 
December 21. People in large numbers were 
seen joining the march holding banners and 
party flags.

The Bharat Jodo Yatra will cover 3,570 km 

by next year. It is the longest march on foot 
by any Indian politician in the history of In-
dia, the Congress has claimed.

Rahul Gandhi aims to mobilize the party 
cadre and unite general public against the 
alleged “divisive politics in the country”.

So far, the Bharat Jodo Yatra has cov-
ered parts of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karna-
taka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Maharashtra, and is now in 
Rajasthan. It will end in Kashmir next year. 

Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and Sachin 
Pilot in an interaction while leading the party's 
Bharat Jodo Yatra at Khel Sankul, in Jhalawar, 
Rajasthan.

top of the day

three MeMbers 
of interstate 
drug syndiCate 
arrested
New Delhi: A team of 
Special Cell on Saturday 
arrested three kingpins 
of an interstate drug 
syndicate here who were 
involved in supplying con-
traband drugs for the last 
eight years, police said.
The arrested people 
include Rishi Kumar Singh 
(29 years) s/o Sh. Kailash 
Singh r/o Sant Nagar, 
Burari, Kuldeep Kumar (26 
years) s/o Sh. lalaram r/o 
loni, Ghaziabad, UP, and 
Anurag Kumar Sinha (48 
years) s/o Shri Rajeshwar 
Prasad Sinha r/o Timarpur 
Delhi, police said. in the 
recent past information 
was being received that a 
drug syndicate operated 
by Kuldeep along with his 
associate Rishi Prasad was 
supplying illegal narcotics 
in the Delhi-NCR area.

naxal with  
rs 10 lakh 
bounty arrested 
in bihar
GAyA: A Naxal carrying 
bounty of Rs 10 lakh on his 
head and one of his associ-
ates were arrested from 
the jungle in the Gaya dis-
trict. The Naxal has been 
identified as Abhijeet alias 
Banwari alias Gora, while 
his associate has been 
identified as Kundan. The 
police also recovered AK 56 
rifle, 97 live cartridges and 
5 detonators. AK 56 rifle, 97 
live cartridges, 5 detona-
tors, sim cards and mobile 
phone were recovered,” 
said Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP), Gaya, 
harpreet Kaur.

‘india believes 
in the ideology 
of vasudaiva 
kutuMbakaM’
hyDeRABAD: Union 
health Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya, on Saturday 
addressed the meeting of 
integrative Approach to 
health and wellbeing 2022 
at Kanha Shanti Vanam and 
said that india believes in 
the ideology of Vasudaiva 
Kutumbakam, which talks 
about helping not just own 
countrymen, but also the 
people of the world. “we 
sent medicines to 150 
countries during the lock-
down without hiking prices. 
The world realised that 
india would stand by the 
world during a crisis and 
india can be trusted,” said 
the Minister. emphasising 
on the importance of health 
of citizens Mandaviya 
said, “Development is not 
just about infrastructure. 
health must be the priority 
for citizens for the country 
to prosper. All our shastras 
have given importance for 
health and wellness and 
laid out a lifestyle mecha-
nism around it.”

bird flu 
outbreak 
in kerala's 
kottayaM
KOTTAyAM: Kottayam in 
Kerala has been severely 
affected by an outbreak of 
bird flu over the last few 
days. Duck farmers of 
the region are among the 
worst hit as nearly 7,000 
birds have been affected 
due to the flu . Kottayam 
district authorities and 
the veterinary depart-
ment have already begun 
the culling process of all 
domestic birds including 
ducks in one km radius of 
the infection. 
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Zemithang last border village of Arunachal Pradesh along the 
India-China border.

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot.

Youth participate in Job Fair held in Anantnag, South Kashmir.
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Haryana’s Development 
and Panchayats Minister,  
Devender Singh Babli said 
that lights and CCTV cam-
eras will be installed on the 
‘phirnis’ of all the villages 
across the state. Addressing 
the newly elected represen-
tatives of the Panchayati Raj 
Institutions at a ‘Jan Samwad 
Program’ in Fatehabad, De-
vender Babli said that there 
would be no shortage of 
funds for the development 
works of the villages. 

He said that the develop-
ment works will be done 
through e-tenders under the 
zero-tolerance policy of the 
state government.

“The gram panchayats 
should pass proposals for 
the development of villages 
and send them to the de-
partment. Even if the de-
velopment works ranging 
from Rs 1 to Rs 100 crore in 
villages are done through 
e-tender, all of them will be 
under the supervision of the 
sarpanches,” said Devender 
Babli. 

He said that the gram pan-
chayats should come for-
ward to make the villages 
neat and clean. “Moving 
ahead on the vision of Prime 
Minister,  Narendra Modi 
and under the leadership 
of Chief Minister,  Manohar 
Lal; all-round development 
of villages is being done,” he 
added. The Development 

and Panchayats Minister 
further said that the women 
have been given 50 per cent 
reservation in the panchay-
ats of the state, which is an 
example of women empow-
erment given by the Haryana 
government. “Educated pan-
chayats have been formed in 
the state under the far-reach-
ing vision of the government, 
in which a lot of participa-
tion of the youth has come 
to the fore,” added Babli.

He said that the state gov-
ernment is also determined 
for the cleanliness of the 
villages. “Lights and CCTV 
cameras will be installed on 
the ‘phirni’ of the villages. In 
the first phase, out of 3 lakh 
kilometres of ‘phirni’ across 
the state; work will be done 

on 1 lakh kilometres of ‘phir-
ni’,” said Sh. Devender Babli, 
adding that the government 
has also started the work un-
der the greywater manage-
ment to tackle the problem 
of waterlogging in 1,000 vil-
lages out of the 3,500 identi-
fied waterlogged villages. An 
amount of Rs 18,000 crore 
will be spent by the govern-
ment to overcome the prob-
lem of water-logging.

The gram panchayats may 
pass proposals for the de-
velopment and send them 
to the department. Devel-
opment works ranging 
from Rs 1 to Rs 100 crore 
in villages are done through 
e-tender, all of them will be 
under the the sarpanches,” 
said Minister.
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Development oF StAte

CCTV cameras, lights to be installed on 
‘phirnis’ of all villages across Haryana

oppoSition SlAmS govt

Way back in the month of 
April, Aam Aadmi Party was 
targetted by opposition on 
increasing crime graph in the 
state as there were 19 murders 
in 21 just days. The graph is 
steadily rising high from then. 

From last week, news of 
a 20-year-old boy Harman 
from Kotbhai killed by kid-
nappers demanding ransom 
of Rs 30 lakh shook everyone 
around. Later police revealed 
that the boy was killed on 

25 November but kidnap-
pers kept asking for Ransom 
money.

Congress Senior Leader 
Sukhpal Singh Khaira lam-
basted the ruling govern-
ment and said, “There is total 
chaos in the Law and Order 
situation in Punjab. These 
jokers can not handle Punjab. 
People are losing their loved 
ones’ precious lives to Gang-
sters. Punjab has lost trust 
in this government. This fig-
ure nearing the 200 mark is 
terrible. Is this what Badlav 
Mann speaks about?”, he said. 

On 17 December evening, 
from Faridkot, a young 30 
year old man Sukhveer 
Singh was found dead inside 
Sirhind Canal with a silted 
throat. Sukhveer Singh got 
married last month. With 
Sukhveer Singh, the data of 
targetted killing, murders, 
suspicious deaths touched the 
figure 200 approximately in 
the state since April. 

On 7 December, Nakodar, Ja-
landhar based cloth Merchant 
Timmy Chawla was shot 
dead. Later police claimed to 
have arrested the culprits.

‘tArgetteD killing, murDerS riSing in 
punjAb , people hAve loSt FAith in AAp’

exemplAry perFormAnce

with review meetingS

 below nAtionAl AverAge 

on 20 December

For demonstrating commit-
ment to sustainable & Green 
Hospital Construction, Sat-
ellite Centre of PGIMER at 
Sangrur, Punjab has been 
declared ‘Winner’in the GRI-
HA Exemplary Performance 
Competition in the category 
of ‘Energy Management’. 
The award was received by 
Sh. Kumar Gaurav Dhawan, 
Deputy Director (Admn.), 
alongwith team of Engineers 
led by S.H.E. Er.P.S.Saini, 
including Dr.Rajnish Puri, 
Er. Sanjeev Sharma and Er. 
Sundeep Yakhmi during the 
14th GRIHA Summit held at 
New Delhi on 16.12.2022.

GRIHA is an indigenous 
rating system developed by 
Tata Energy Research In-
stitute which has been ad-
opted as the ‘National Rating 
System’ of India by MNRE. 
GRIHA is a tool to evaluate 
reductions in emission inten-
sity through habitats and has 

been announced as a part of 
mitigation strategy for com-
bating climate change in In-
dia’s ‘Nationally Determined 
Contributions’ submitted to 
UNFCCC by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest & Cli-
mate Change.

P r o f .  V i v e k  L a l , 
Director,PGI while con-
gratulating Engineering 
team brought out that the 
concept of Green and En-
ergy efficiency is not new 
and ithas already been 

inculcated into the work 
culture of the Institute. He 
emphasised that construct-
ing Green Rated buildings 
is imperative to maintaine-
cological balance of the 
Globe. He further informed 
that all ongoing/ upcoming 
projects of the Institute in-
cluding Advanced Neuro-
sciences Centre,Advanced 
Mother and Child Centre, 
Satellite Centre of PGIMER 
at Una etc. are slated to be 
Green Rated.

Himachal Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Mukesh 
Agnihotri on Sunday pre-
sided over the review meet-
ings of Jal Shakti and the  
Transport Department.

Senior officers of both 
departments participated 
in the meeting. While ad-
dressing the meeting of the 
Jal Shakti Department, the 
Deputy Chief Minister said 
that all the officers should 
perform their duties with 
dedication and commit-
ment and continuous efforts 
should be made so that the 
welfare schemes of the state 
government were accessible 
to the people and all-round 
development of the state 
could be ensured.

According to an official 
statement, detailed in-
formation about various 

schemes of the depart-
ment was also provided  
in the meeting.

Secretary Jal Shakti Am-
itabh Avasthi, Chief Engi-
neer and other senior of-
ficers were also present in 
the meeting.

While presiding over 
the review meeting of the 
Transport Department, the 
Deputy Chief Minister em-
phasized on working with 
innovative ideas and to put 
their energy towards mak-
ing the public transport fa-
cility more accessible.

Principal Secretary Trans-
port RD Nazeem, Direc-
tor Transport Anupam 
Kashyap, Managing Direc-
tor Himachal Road Trans-
port Corporation Sandeep 
Kumar and other senior 
officers were present in the 
meeting. 

With few days left in the upcoming 
Winter Assembly Session starting from 
December 26, the ruling party the BJP 
along with its ally Jannayak janta Party 
(JJP) and the main opposite parties, the 
Congress are busy in preparing for the 
same and to take on each other during 
session. Every time, this matter remains 
in constant discussion that  the proceed-
ings of the session and  sittings should 
be increased as much as possible so that 
important issues, bills and other aspects 
can be discussed in a detailed manner. 
While reacting to this, Haryana Vidhan 
Sabha speaker Gianchand Gupta said 
that continuous efforts have been made 
to increase the functioning  and sittings 
of the Vidhansabha session. Besides, he 
committed to ensure to give sufficient 
time to the legislators for discussions on 

significant bills and the serious issue in 
the sessions. 

According to PRS Legislative Research 
Institute for Policy Research Studies, in 
the year 2021, the Assembly Session in 29 
states lasted an average of 21 days in a year 
while the Assembly Session was held for 
16 days in Haryana in the last year. This 
also includes the days of the budget ses-
sion. On the other hand, if we talk about 
the states which have held the maximum 
number of assembly sessions, the list in-
cludes the name of Kerala which occupies 
the top position with 61 days of Assembly 
Session held last year followed by Odisha  
and Karnataka with 43 days and more 
than 40 days respectively. 

Further, the data revealed that  on 
an average the Assembly Session has 
lasted less than 17 days in 20 states 
while there have been 5 states having 
assembly sessions less than 10 days 
only. In continuation to this,  Haryana 

is also behind the national average and 
the assembly session lasted for 5 days 
less in 2021. Regarding this, the Assem-
bly Session has lasted for only 11 days, 
while in another neighboring state of 
Himachal Pradesh, the Assembly Ses-
sion has lasted for 31 days. Apart from 
this, the assembly  lasted for 26 days in 
adjoining Rajasthan last year. This data 
has been taken by the abovementioned 
organization from the assembly website 
of different states. It may also be men-
tioned that the experts of the organiza-
tion were called to give suggestions in 
the pre-budget training program orga-
nized by the Haryana government for 
the MLAs on December 5, 2022. 

The statistics of five years from 2016 
to 2021 depict that on an average, as-
sembly sessions were held in the state 
for 14 days a year and in this sense the 
assembly ran for 70 days in the last 5 
years in Haryana. 

During the tenure of the 
Manohar Lal-led Govern-
ment, time and again several 
initiatives have been taken to 
celebrate the anniversaries 
of Saints and great men at 
the state-level under the Sant 
Mahapurush Samman Evam 
Vichar Prachar Prasar Yojana.  

While continuing the same 
tradition, now a grand state-
level programme will be or-
ganized in Hisar to celebrate 

Maharaja Shurasen Jayanti 
on 20 December. The Chief 
Minister will be the Chief 
Guest of the said programme 
and preparations are being 
done in full swing to make it 
a grand success. 

According to belief, Ma-
haraja Shurasen was born 
during the Mahabharata pe-
riod. Shurasen was a brave 
warrior who once upon 
a time ruled  the present 
Mathura city . Mathura was 
one of the 16 Janapadas of  
ancient India.

PGI’s satellite centre in Punjab’s Sangrur 
gets energy management award

Himachal Deputy CM 
reviews functioning of 
Jal Shakti and Transport

Haryana Assembly met for  
only 70 days in last five years

Haryana to celebrate  
Maharaja Shurasen Jayanti 
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The government of Hi-
machal Pradesh has 
decided to replace all 

diesel and petrol-run vehi-
cles with electric-run vehi-
cles in government depart-
ments in a phased manner 
during the next five years, 
informed officials.

Principal Media Advi-
sor to the Chief Minister of 
Himachal Pradesh, Naresh 
Chauhan said that the gov-
ernment would give pref-
erence to electric vehicles 
to keep the environment 
clean and green. For the 
next five years, the govern-
ment department will buy 
only electric vehicles. The 
number of charging stations 
will also be increased. “We 

will preserve the environ-
ment and also will save en-
ergy, our government has 
decided to go for electric 
vehicles during the next five 
years in all the government 
departments. Electronic ve-
hicles will be bought from 
now and charging stations 
would be set up as we want 
to keep our environment 
clean and green,” said Na-
resh Chauhan.

On the dispute over the 
closure of the cement facto-
ry in Solan’s Darlaghat and 
Bilaspur’s Barmana, Na-
resh Chauhan said that the 
government will break the 
deadlock soon which has 
come up after the dispute 
between the truck opera-
tors and the factory man-
agement.

“Due to the closure of the 

cement plant, 15,500 people 
have lost their jobs. Over 
50000 people have been 
directly and indirectly hit 
in these two districts of the 
state. The government has 
issued a notice to the com-
pany to reply within seven 
days,” he said.

Principal Media Advi-
sor to the Chief Minister 
Naresh Chauhan said that 
the government is working 
to settle the dispute and if 
the situation does not im-
prove, the government is 
also considering alternative  
arrangements.

He further added that de-
velopment work will not be 
allowed to be affected due to 
the lack of cement. For this, 
the government will talk to 
other states and find an al-
ternative way.

“We are alert on the issue; 
this matter would be re-
solved between the cement 
factory management and 
truck owners. We are keep-
ing an eye on the situation. 
The Chief Minister has di-
rected the director general 
of police to maintain law 
and order as people are pro-
testing there. We don’t want 
the law and order to be bro-
ken. We want the dispute to 
be resolved. The Govern-
ment is serious about the 
issue and the deadlock will 
be broken soon. The Chief 
minister is monitoring the 
situation and the govern-
ment will be resolving the 
issue. This issue is not di-
rectly connected with the 
government we shall re-
solve the issue,” said Naresh 
Chauhan

Naresh Chauhan said that 
after the formation of the 
Congress government on 
December 21 in Dharam-
shala, a rally will be orga-
nized ahead of the Assem-
bly session, adding, “The 
Congress workers from 
Kangra district will partici-
pate in it.”

“The Assembly secretariat 
is conducting the Assembly 
sessions 22, 23 and 24 De-
cember, we will have an Ab-
hinandan rally and the con-
gress workers will participate 
in this,” said Chauhan. Prin-
cipal Media Advisor to the 
Chief Minister Naresh Chau-
han said that the government 
is working to settle the dis-
pute and if the situation does 
not improve, the government 
is also considering arrange-
ments.

petrol, DieSel-run govt vehicleS to 
be replAceD with electric vehicleS

Sodomy horror in Rajpura based 
orphanage, NCPCR issues notice
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himAchAl cm 
cAllS on AjAy 
mAken in Delhi
NEW DELHI: Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
on Sunday called on AICC 
General Secretary and 
member of the Congress 
Steering Committee Ajay 
Maken in the national cap-
ital. Maken congratulated 
the Chief Minister and 
wished him a successful 
tenure. “It was a courtesy 
call,” an official statement 
said. MLA Arki Sanjay 
Awasthi, MLA Bhoranj 
Suresh Kumar, Political 
Advisor to Chief Minister 
Sunil Sharma, and office 
bearers of the Indian 
Youth Congress were also 
present on the occasion. 
Mukesh Agnihotri, former 
Leader of the Opposition 
in the Assembly, also took 
oath as the deputy chief 
minister of the state. The 
swearing-in ceremony 
was attended by top lead-
ers of Congress, including 
national president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, MP Rahul 
Gandhi and AICC general 
secretary Priyanka Gandhi.

12 hurt AS 22 
vehicleS colliDe 
on highwAy Due 
to low viSibility
YAMUNA NAGAR: At 
least a dozen people were 
injured when 22 vehicles 
collided with each on 
the Ambala-Saharanpur 
highway in Yamuna Nagar 
earlier today due to low 
visibility caused by fog. The 
incident happened early 
Sunday when dense fog 
enveloped Yamuna Nagar. 
Due to low visibility, the 
vehicles plying on the road 
were crawling. While on 
the Ambala-Saharanpur 
highway, about 22 vehicles 
going from Punjab to 
Saharanpur were engulfed 
by fog. The accidents 
were so severe that many 
vehicles were completely 
damaged, while about a 
dozen people were also 
injured in these accidents, 
said Lukesh Kumar, SHO 
Traffic.

worker DieS At 
hiSAr’S rAjiv 
gAnDhi thermAl 
power plAnt
HISAR: TAn employee of 
the Rajiv Gandhi thermal 
power plant died in an 
accident while working in 
the plant at Khedar village 
of Hisar district on Sunday 
afternoon. The victim 
identified as Kuldeep 
resident of Rakhi village 
was working when an iron 
rod broke and fell on him. 
He was taken to a private 
hospital where he died 
during treatment. Upset 
over the incident, the em-
ployees who are working 
under outsourcing policy 
in the thermal power plant 
started dharna outside 
the thermal plant and 
demanded compensation 
to the family of the victim 
besides action against 
those responsible for the 
incident. 

mAn killeD AS 
cAr plungeS into 
gorge in SolAn
SOLAN: A man was killed 
when the Alto car he was 
driving plunged into a 
gorge on Saturday night on 
the Domehar-Kuni road 
near Jagana village. Brijlal, 
48, was a resident of Ja-
gana village. The villagers 
informed the police about 
the mishap who took the 
body to civil hospital in 
Arki. 

TaruNi GaNDhi
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A strange matter came 
afore wherein kids below 
18 are found to be involved 
in sodomy. This is case of 
a government shelter, an 
orphanage based out of Ra-
jpura. The juveniles resid-
ing here are alleged to have 
involved in sodomy. Pa-
tiala CWC Chairman Rozy 
Sareen took cognisance 
of this matter and asked 
the concerned area police 

to file an FIR in this case. 
But, concerned Police offi-
cials has registered an FIR 
against the CWC Chair-
man. NCPCR checked the 
whole matter and served 
the notice to the orphan-
age seeking their answer  
till Tuesday. 

The video of Rozy Sareen 
narrating plight of small 
boys who are forcefully 
sodomized is horrible. Nota-
bly, Sareen got all the video 
evidences where kids (boys) 

shared their terrible experi-
ence being sodomized by 
their adolescent mates. Sa-
reen stated further in her 
video that a year ago a child 
also got HIV positive due to 
these activities. 

She took cognisance of 
this matter and wrote to 
the Police on 25 November 
to file an appropriate case. 
But Police filed an FIR 
against her.  TDG possesses 
the copy of the FIR and also 
tried to call a concerned Po-

lice official on this but no 
one answered the call. 

At the same time, video 
created a stir on the social 
media, Shiromani Akali 
Dal Chief Sukhbir Badal 
and Senior Leader SAD 
Bikram Majithia lam-
basted the AAP party for 
deterioating situation of 
kids at the orphanage. 
At the same time, lead-
ers from BJP, Manjinder 
Singh Sirsa and Arvind 
Khanna also shared the 

same video while asking 
the ruling government if  
this is a Badlav?

TDG spoke to NCPCR 
C h a i r p e r s o n  P r iya n k 
Kanoongo on this matter, 
he stated that the NCPCR 
has served notice to the 
concerned orphanage and 
to the government seeking 
answer till Tuesday. Af-
ter Tuesday, a team from 
NCPCR would visit the 
orphanage to further look  
into the scenario.

The award was received by Kumar Gaurav Dhawan, Deputy 
Director (admn.) alongwith team of Engineers.
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India to host Quad Foreign Minister’s meet next year

Maharashtra Opposition to target govt 
over border dispute, investment loss
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CRACKDOWN 

J-K POLICE ATTACH PROPERTIES 
OF LeT TERRORIST IN DODA
Jammu and Kashmir Police 
attached properties in the 
Doda district belonging to 
an absconding terrorist of 
the Pak-based proscribed 
outfit, following the Court’s 
order, officials said on Sunday. 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) terror-
ist Abdul Rashid, a resident 
of Khanpura Tehsil Phagsoo, 
Thathri of Doda district, was 
declared an absconder by the 
court. Abdul Rashid joined 
militancy and went to PoK 
in the year 1993 for getting 
arms training with the inten-
tion to carry out subversive 
activities. After getting Arms 
training in PoK, he infiltrated 
and remained active in terror-
related activities in Doda. 
He along with other dreaded 
and hardcore terrorists was 
found involved in a number 
of terrorist attacks on civil-
ians /security forces and 
other terrorist incidents 
of arson, blasts etc in the 
region,” Doda Police said, 
adding that Rashid insti-
gated and recruited many 
youths of the district to join 
militancy in the nineties. 
Abdul Rashid is also accused 
of recruiting another dread-
ed terrorist Mohd Amin. 
Rashid also initially moti-
vated and recruited Mohd 
Amin alias Khubaib, a 
resident of Thathri, who is 
presently a dreaded terror-
ist operating from PoK, to 
join militancy,” police said. 

“Amin is now in a desperate 
attempt to trap the Chenab 
region again in the net of 
militancy and is involved in 
a number of terror-related 
incidents in the recent past 
in the Jammu region, in-
cluding incidents of IEDs 
blasts, drone dropping, at-
tempts of transportation of 
weapon consignment etc to 
revive militancy in Jammu 
region, Doda Police added 

“Presently, terrorists Mohd 
Amin and Abdul Rashid, 
both residents of Thathri, 
are operating from PoK and 
are alluring the youth of Dis-
trict Doda through various 
means of social media/vir-
tual mode to join militancy,” 
police said in a statement. 
Absconder Abdul Rashid 
was involved in heinous 
terror-related incidents 

while he was active in Doda 
district and in consequence 
of which FIRs under sec-
tions of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC), and sections of 
the Indian Arms Act, Ex-
plosives act were registered 
against him at Bhaderwah 
and Thathri Police Station. 

“Rashid’s warrant of attach-
ment of property was for-
warded by SSP Doda and 
consequently a team was 
constituted by District Mag-
istrate Doda to execute the 
Court order and property 
of the absconder, situated 
at village Khanpura Tehsil 
Pgahsoo (Thathri) was at-
tached by a joint team of Rev-
enue and Police,” police said. 
Police’s investigation into 
this matter is underway. 
Further information is 
awaited. 

AJAY JANDYAL 
JAMMU AND KASHMIR

India is going to host the 
Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue (QUAD) Foreign 

Minister’s meeting next year 
and Japan’s Foreign Minister 
is looking forward to visiting 
India on the occasion, Japa-
nese envoy to India Hiroshi 
Suzuki said on Sunday.

While talking with news 
agency, Japan’s envoy said 
that he is happy that India 
is going to host the Foreign 
Minister’s Meeting which 
is a very important frame-
work that India and Japan 
are working together. “In-
dia is going to be the Host 
for the Quad (Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue) Foreign 
Ministers meeting and my 
Foreign Minister Hayashi is 

looking forward to visiting 
India on this occasion. Quad 
as you know has been getting 
firmly on the ground. We had 
the first summit last year in 
Washington DC and then this 
year in Tokyo and I am glad 
that next year India is going 
to host the Foreign Minister’s 
Meeting. So, this is a very im-
portant framework and I am 
glad that India and Japan are 
working very closely together 
on this,” said the Japanese en-
voy.

Talking about the Japan-
India ties and about Japan’s 
new National Defence Strat-
egy to promote training and 
exercises as well as defence 
equipment and technology 
cooperation with India, the 
Japanese Ambassador said 
that the two countries enjoy a 

special strategic partnership 
and we will try to expand our 
cooperation in all fields, secu-
rity being an important area.

“India and Japan enjoy a 
special global strategic part-
nership and we try to expand 
our cooperation in all fields. 
Of course security is a very 
important area so I am glad 
that the cooperation is ad-
vancing in the area of securi-
ty. India this month has taken 
over the Presidency of G20 
and come January, Japan will 
take over the presidency of 
G7. So, the close cooperation 
between India and Japan un-
der the Presidencies of G20 
and G7 is more important 
than ever. So, I look forward 
to working closely with my 
Indian friends to promote 
close cooperation going for-

ward,” he said.
The last Quad Foreign Min-

isters’ meet was held in New 
York City on the sidelines 
of the 77th United Nations 
General Assembly to deepen 
Quad multilateral coopera-
tion in support of advancing 
a free and open Indo-Pacific. 
The establishment of the 
Quad was proposed by then-
Japanese Prime Minister Abe 
Shinzo and the first meeting 
by Quad officials took place 
in May 2007.

On Friday, Japan’s new 
national security plan was 
unveiled signalling the coun-
try’s biggest military buildup 
since World War II.

“As a nation in the Indo-
Pacific region, Japan will fur-
ther promote efforts to realize 
a FOIP (free and open Indo-

Pacific) by deepening coop-
eration with like-minded 
countries through the Japan-
US Alliance as a cornerstone 
and through efforts such as 
the Japan-US-Australia-India 
(QUAD) partnership,” reads 
the plan.

Japanese Ambassador par-
ticipated in an event today 
that commemorated 70 years 
of the diplomatic relationship 
between India and Japan. 
As a part of the celebratory 
events, the Horse-riding 
Performance of Japanese 
Yabusame and Indian Tent 
Pegging took place at Army 
Polo and Riding Club (APRC) 
Ground in Delhi.

Yabusame is one of Japan’s 
traditional martial art featur-
ing an archer firing at targets 
from a galloping horse.

The opposition in the Maha-
rashtra assembly will corner 
the Eknath Shinde govern-
ment over the state losing 
investment projects and the 
border row with Karnataka 
in the winter session sched-
uled to begin on 19 December 
in Nagpur, leader of the op-
position Ajit Pawar said on 
Sunday. 

“Many projects that came 
under Maharashtra were 

handed over to other states. 
Through these projects, 
lakhs of youths were to get 
employment, the CM and the 
Deputy Chief Minister should 
have put this before the Prime 
Minister, but he (Shinde) said 
that PM has assured to give 
new projects but this is not a 
solution,” Ajit Pawar said ad-
dressing a press conference. 
The Opposition has been 
targeting the Eknath Shinde-
BJP government since the 
Vedanta-Foxconn project 

chose Gujarat to set up an am-
bitious semiconductor plant. 
Other issues were on remarks 
by state Governor Bhagat 
Singh Koshyari on Shivaji, 
unemployment, and inflation. 
“The Governor, senior minis-
ters, and MLAs of the ruling 
party are making objection-
able and derogatory state-
ments against great men. 

hey are not even sorry for 
their remarks,” Pawar said 
adding that they will raise 
this issue in the assembly. 

Addressing a function at 
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar 
Marathwada University in 
Aurangabad on November 
19, Governor Koshyari said, 
“If someone asks who your 
idol is, you don’t have to go 
out looking for one. You 
will find them right here in 
Maharashtra. Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj has become 
an old idol now, you can find 
new ones -- from Babasaheb 
Ambedkar to (Union Min-
ister of Road Transport and 

Highways) Nitin Gadkari.” 
This statement sparked a mas-
sive furore and drew censure 
from Maratha organizations 
and opposition leaders alike. 
Ajit Pawar further ac-
cused the state govern-
ment of not fulfilling the 
expectations of the people. 
“It has been nearly six months 
that the state government has 
come to power, but it has not 
been able to fulfil the expec-
tations of the people,” Pawar 
said.

J&K Police on the spot in Doda district on Sunday. 
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‘GAVE RED CARDS TO CORRUPTION, 
NEPOTISM’, MODI 
several outfits left the path of violence and followed the 
path of peace. In coordination with the state govern-
ments, the situation is being continuously improved to 
ensure that there is no need for AFSPA in the northeast,” 
he added. 

Earlier in the day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inau-
gurated, dedicated, and laid foundation stones for vari-
ous projects worth Rs 2,450 crores in Shillong as part 
of the golden jubilee celebrations of the North Eastern 
Council (NEC).

MODI’S NUKE VIEWS INFLUENCED RUS-
SIA AMID UKRAINE WAR: CIA CHIEF
In a telephonic conversation with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on 16 December, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi reiterated his call for dialogue and diplomacy 
as the “only way forward” in the context of the ongoing 
war between Russia and Ukraine. 

CIA Chief Bill Burns remarks come as Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on 3 December admitted that the 
conflict is “going to take a while.” He also warned of the 
“increasing” threat of nuclear war. In his address at the 
meeting of Russia’s Human Rights Council at the Krem-
lin, Putin said that Russia will fight by “all available 
means” at its disposal, according to CNN. Putin said that 
he considered Moscow’s nuclear arsenal as a ‘deterrent 
rather than a provocation.’ 

“As for the idea that Russia wouldn’t use such weapons 
first under any circumstances, then it means we wouldn’t 
be able to be the second to use them either - because the 
possibility to do so in case of an attack on our territory 
would be very limited,” CNN quoted Putin as saying.

INITIATIVES ON TO MAKE NORTH EAST 
AFSPA FREE: SHAH 
repeal AFSPA.” “Today, 60 per cent of Assam is AFSPA-
free. 15 Police station limits in 6 districts of Manipur are 
now AFSPA-free. In Arunachal Pradesh, only one dis-
trict remains covered in AFSPA. In Nagaland, it has been 
lifted from 7 districts & in Tripura & Meghalaya, AFSPA 
completely lifted,” Home Minister added. 

Amit Shah was speaking at the golden jubilee function 
of the North Eastern Council (NEC) in Shillong.

INDIAN NAVY COMMISSIONS INDIGENOUS 
WARSHIP ‘MORMUGAO’ 
place at the Naval Dockyard here, Singh said, “Due to 
global security scenario, countries across the world are 
moving forward towards strengthening and modernizing 
their military power. The demand for military equipment 
is increasing. We have introduced a number of policies 
which will help our public or private sector companies 
to become world class players,” Singh said. 

The Mormugao, the Defence Minister emphasised, is 
an example of India’s indigenous defence production ca-
pability. It can rightfully be regarded as one of the most 
potent warships to have been constructed in India

“This warship built by MDSL (Mazagon Dock Ship-
builders Ltd) presents a great example of our indigenous 
defence production capability. India’s interest is directly 

linked to the Indian Ocean. Being an important country 
of the Indian Ocean Region, the role of the Indian Navy 
becomes more important in its security. It is heartening 
to see that the Indian Navy is discharging their duties 
well,” he said. 

“In such a situation, today we have every opportunity 
to make full use of our capabilities and move forward 
towards making the country an indigenous shipbuilding 
hub,” Singh said. 

Chief of Defence Staff Gen Anil Chauhan, Navy Chief 
Admiral R Hari Kumar, Goa Governor PS Sreedharan 
Pillai, Goa CM Pramod Sawant and other dignitaries at-
tended the commissioning ceremony. 

Earlier in the day, speaking at the event, Navy Chief 
Admiral R Hari Kumar said, “today is yet another mile-
stone in the history of indigenous warship building as 
we commission the destroyer Mormugao, particularly 
when our sister ship Visakhapatnam was inducted into 
the Indian Navy just over a year ago.” 

“This achievement is indicative of the large strides we 
have taken in warship design and building capability 
over the last decade. The Navy has a tradition of nam-
ing ships after cities which creates an enduring umbili-
cal link between the two,” Navy Chief added. A defence 
ministry statement said, “A unique feature of this ship is 
the high level of indigenisation of approximately 75 per 
cent incorporated in the production, accentuating our 
national objective of ‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat’. 

The statement said, “The ship has enhanced stealth fea-
tures resulting in a reduced Radar Cross Section (RCS). 
Mormugao is packed with sophisticated ‘state of the art’ 
weapons and sensors such as Surface to Surface Missile 
and Surface to Air Missiles. The ship is fitted with a mod-
ern Surveillance Radar which provides target data to the 
gunnery weapon systems of the ship.” 

MINOR GIRL GANGRAPED FOR OVER 12 
HOURS IN MAHARASHTRA, 8 ARRESTED  
A case of gang-rape has been registered against the ac-
cused at Satpati police station, a spokesperson of Palghar 
district rural police said.  Based on her complaint, the 
police arrested the eight accused in the early hours of 
Sunday and registered a case against them under vari-
ous Indian Penal Code (IPC) sections, including 376 (D) 
(gang-rape), 366 (A) (procuration of minor girl), 341 
(wrongful restraint), 342 (wrongful confinement) and 
323 (voluntarily causing hurt), and sections of the Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 
the police said.

RSS-AFFILIATED FARMERS’ BODY TO 
STAGE PROTEST AGAINST CENTRE 
The BKS has demanded the allocation of more funds for 
the purpose. BKS has been making many other important 
demands including promotion of organic farming in the 
country for several days along with raising the need to 
increase the income of the farmers.  

BKS has been raising the demand for developing 
22,000 haats in Gramin Agricultural Markets (GRAM) 
for the past several days.  BKS demands that the Kisan 
Credit Card limit be increased from Rs 3 lakh to Rs 10 
lakh. Cardholders should be given a license to set up mi-
cro-processing food units without the requirement of a 
certificate from the Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India (FSSAI). Acquiring FSSAI certification is a long 
and challenging process. The government already has the 
data of Kisan Credit Card holders and on the basis of this, 
they should be given licenses to become entrepreneurs. 

DELHI POLICE  ISSUES TRAFFIC ADVISORY 
To ease the movement of vehicles and provide smooth 
passage to commuters, the Traffic Police has put some 
restrictions, regulations and diversions in place from 
Monday, 9 am onwards. According to the Delhi Police, 
the rally has been called by Bhartiya Kishan Sangh at 
Ramleela Ground, New Delhi from 11 am to 6 pm.
As per the organizers, around S0-35,000 peoples are 
likely to participate through 700-800 buses and 3500-
4000 private vehicles. 

Taking to Twitter, Delhi Traffic Police said, “Traffic 
Advisory On the occasion of Kisan Garjana Rally, being 
organised at Ramleela Ground on 19.12.22, elaborate traf-
fic arrangements have been made. Citizens are advised to 
plan their commute accordingly.” 

As per the advisory, the restrictions, regulations and 
diversions will be imposed on Ranjeet Singh flyover 
from Barakhamba Road to Guru Nanak Chowk; from 
Minto Road R/L to R/A Kamla Mkt, Vivekanand Marg; 
JLN Marg (Delhi gate to Guru Nanak Chowk); R/A Ka-
mla Market to Guru Nanak Chowk; Chaman Lal Marg; 
Ajmeri Gate towards Asaf Ali Road and Paharganj 
Chowk and R/A Jandewalan, Desh Bandhu Gupta Road 
to Ajmeri Gate. 

The Traffic Police further said that the diversion points 
are Maharaja Ranjeet Singh Marg, Mirdard Chowk; 
Minto Road R/L; Ajmari Gate; Chaman Lal Marg; Delhi 
Gate, JLN Marg; R/A Kamala Mkt. to Hamdard Chowk; 
Bhavbhuti Marg and Paharganj Chowk. 

Asking commuters to plan their journey accordingly, 
the Traffic Police issued a few instructions for the general 
public and advised to avoid mentioned roads or stretches.

The Police said that the commuters going to New Delhi 
Railway Station, Old Delhi Railway, Nizamuddin Rail-
way Station and ISBT should leave with sufficient time 
at hand to accommodate possible delays on the route. 

It also urged people to avail public transport to help 
decongestion of roads and directed them to park their 
vehicles at designated places only and to avoid roadside 
parking. The citizens have been asked to report any un-
usual or unidentified objects or persons immediately. 

‘FEAR OF POLICE, LAST RITES WITHOUT 
POST-MORTEM’, CLAIMS SUSHIL MODI 
Officer Sanjay Ram, Chowkidar Hari Rai, Dafadar Kri-
sha Singh and Chowkidar Ramnath Manjhi of Mashra-
kh police station with immediate effect on the charges 
of dereliction of duty. Masrakh SHO Ritesh Mishra and 
constable Vikesh Tiwari had been suspended on Thurs-
day on the recommendation of Marhaura Sub-Divisional 
Police Officer, Yogendra Kumar.

Amid severe criticism from the Opposition, led by the 
BJP, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Friday said 
that no compensation will be given if a person dies after 
consuming spurious liquor.

“No compensation will be provided to people who die 
after consuming spurious liquor. We have been appealing 
to you not to drink. If you drink, you will die. Those who 
speak against prohibition will not bring any good to the 
people,” the Bihar CM said in the Assembly on Friday.

SMOG ENGULFS DELHI, AIR QUALITY 
‘VERY POOR’ 
 The Air Quality of the national capital, which was at a 
moderate level for the last few days, stooped to a new low, 
over the weekend. 

According to the System of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research (SAFAR), Delhi’s air quality 
was recorded in the ‘very poor’ category on Sunday. The 
Air Quality Index from 0 to 100 is considered as good, 
while from 100 to 200 it is moderate, from 200 to 300 
it is poor, and from 300 to 400 it is said to be very poor 
and from 400 to 500 or above it is considered as se-
vere. Earlier, the air quality in Delhi was in the ‘moder-
ate’ category, it deteriorated and reached the ‘very poor’ 
category. 

JHARKHAND MAN CHOPS WIFE INTO 
PIECES, 12 PARTS RECOVERED
deceased, Rubika Pahadi - a 22-year-old woman belong-
ing to a primitive tribal community was the second wife 
of Dildar Ansari who was living with his first wife too 
and the incident was a result of their personal dispute. 

Some of the body parts of the deceased are still miss-
ing. However, as per the police, they have recovered 12 
body parts. 

 “Rubika Pahadi was the 2nd wife of Dildar Ansari, 
he already had a wife. This was the cause of their per-
sonal dispute. Due to this, they murdered her and 
chopped her into pieces. The probe reveals the in-
volvement of her husband,” DIG Santhal Sudarshan 
Prasad Mandal said while talking to news agency. 

ANOTHER AAFTAB THREATENS TO CHOP 
GIRL INTO 36 PIECES 

the regional park in the city with Bajrang Dal members. 
The girl had called Aaftab to the park to meet on Satur-
day. Upon Aaftab’s arrival in the park, the members of 
Bajrang Dal thrashed him. 

They took him to the Rajendra Nagar Police Station and 
registered a complaint. “The girl registered the complaint 
that the accused introduced himself as Rahul to befriend 
her, but when she came to know the reality, he threatened 
to kill her and chop her into 36 pieces,” Additional Com-
missioner Rajesh Hingankar said. 

He said that a case has been registered against Aaftab 
under sections 323, 294, 506, assault, intimidation and 
Madhya Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act 3, 4.

Further investigation into the matter is underway. 
The incident comes weeks after the horrific murder case 

in Delhi came to light in which the accused in the case, 
Aaftab Poonawalla allegedly murdered his live-in part-
ner Shraddha Walkar and chopped her into 35 pieces. 

THE WORLD IS MESSI’S 
To sum it up: Messi tastes World Cup glory 

Lionel Messi ‘completed football’ by winning his maid-
en FIFA World Cup title as Argentina defeated France 4-2 
on penalties after the scores were tied 3-3 in extra-time. 
Kylian Mbappe scored a hat-trick for France while Messi 
scored a brace. Angel di Maria was the only other scorer 
for Argentina. 

 Detailed report on page 16
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Akhtar Mirza, a history 
sheeter, has been shot dead 
over an alleged illegal min-
ing dispute in Mirzapur in 
Baran district. One person 
was killed in a shooting in-
cident on Saturday, and an 
investigation is underway, 
said Kalyan Mal Meena, SP, 
Baran.

Reportedly, Mirza was on 
his way to Mirzapur on a 
motorcycle to give food to his 
family members and other 
labourers present at a farm 
when a group of persons at-
tacked him. The attack took 
place between Mirzapur and 
Chahedia, and the attackers 
used lathi and sharp weap-
ons and also fired at Mirza in 
front of his 17-year-old son.

Police have been deployed 
in huge numbers around 
Mirzapur and Chahedia fol-

lowing the murder of Mirza. 
Several top police officials 
have also reached the spot, 
and the body was taken to 
Mirzapur hospital, said Ba-
ran SP Kalyan Mal Meena. 
He also said that the murder 
was carried out due to an old 
animosity with Mirza.

"The accused are being 
identified, and teams have 
been formed to nab them 
all," said the SP.

The relatives of the de-
ceased Mirza have, however, 
refused to take the body until 
the accused are arrested. The 
relatives have alleged that 
there were four to five bullet 
marks on Mirza's body.

In an earlier incident, 
Mirza and his brother had 
fired on some people in 
2018. Akhtar and his family 
members were sentenced, 
following which they left 
Chahediya and started living 
in Sangod with his family. 

ATTACK

HISTORY SHEETER 
SHOT DEAD IN UP 
TDG NETWORK
BARAN

The Amroha district ad-
ministration in Uttar 
Pradesh seized one hectare 
of land worth Rs 41 lakh on 
Sunday that belonged to an 
illegal seller of cartridges.

According to the Circle 
Officer (CO) of Hasan-
pur, Abhishek Yadav, on 
the orders of the District 
Magistrate, the adminis-
tration has acquired the 
property worth lakhs of 
one Pratik Saxena, a resi-
dent of Hasanpur in Uttar 
Pradesh, who has been re-
ported to have acquired this 
through the sale of illegal 
bullet cartridges.

The development is part 
of the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment's ongoing cam-
paign to take action against 
illegally acquired proper-
ties in the state. 

 ONGOING CAMPAIGN

AMROHA POLICE 
SEIZES LAND 
BELONGING TO 
ILLEGAL SELLER 
TDG NETWORK
AMROHA

An encounter took place 
in Fatehgarh, Lucknow, on 
Sunday between police per-
sonnel from the Special Op-
erations Group (SOG) and 
a history-sheeter, ending in 
the death of the accused.

On Sunday morning, the 
Kayamganj inspector-in-
charge, along with the SOG 
and surveillance in-charge 
teams, were checking at 
the Tedi Kaun intersection, 
where they got the informa-
tion that the known history-
sheeter, identified as Deven-
dra alias Pinku, resident of 
Chandpur, Farrukhabad, 
was coming on his two-
wheeler.

According to the police, 
the police team got alert, 
and when a person on a two-
wheeler came, the team tried 
to stop him.

SHOWDOWN

KNOWN HISTORY 
SHEETER KILLED 
AFTER AN ENCOUNTER 
IN FATEHGARH     
TDG NETWORK
FATEHGARH

COMPETITION

Bull trainers in Tamil Nadu's 
Madurai are gearing up for 
the famous 'Jallikattu" ahead 
of the festival of Pongal. 
More than 20 youths from 
Podumbu village in Madurai 
district have started training 
more than ten bulls for the 
competition. Bulls are being 
given training in walking 
and swimming. Jallikattu, 
also known as 'Eru Thazhu-
vuthal' and 'Mancuvirattu', 
is an intense sport that will 
be held in a couple of weeks.

The process called 'Mann 
Kuthal' also takes place, in 
which bulls are trained to de-
velop their skills by digging 
their horns in the wet earth. 
Bulls are prepared to attack 
when someone tries to catch 
their hump.

Kottai Swami, a bull owner, 
said, "We have trained bulls 
in Jallikattu since 2017 and 
we have more than 10 bulls. 
Together with 20 of my 
friends, we are training ten 
bulls for the Jallikattu com-
petition. We are feeding the 
bulls with foods like cotton 
seeds and tamarind. We are 
training the bulls for walk-
ing, swimming, and Mann 
Kuthal."

Further, he said, "We hope 
that the Supreme Court will 
give a verdict in favour of 
Jallikattu and CM Stalin and 
PM Modi should help us to 
hold the Jallikattu competi-
tion."

Meanwhile, the Tamil 
Nadu government has an-
nounced that the Jallikattu 
competition, the heroic sport 
of the Tamils, will be held as 
planned.

TDG NETWORK
MADURAI 

Ahead of Pongal, 
bull training begins 
for Jallikatu

 WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

Known for its textiles, the 
Bhilwara district of Rajast-
han is now leading the way 
in women's empowerment 
and becoming a role model 
in MNREGA, where 'Female 
Mates' have been appointed 
to look after the development 
work under the MNREGA 
scheme within the district.

Ashish Modi, the District 
Collector of Bhilwara, said, 
"At present, one lakh eighty 
thousand workers are em-
ployed under the MNREGA 
scheme in the Bhilwara dis-
trict, and 2750 women have 
been appointed as MNREGA 
Mates to look after these 
workers."

"Our aim behind this is to 
promote women's empower-
ment,"  he said, adding, "In 
MNREGA, only eighth-pass 

women are made mates, this 
will empower women to take 
up studies and look forward 
to getting appointed to these 
positions."

Along with the female mate 
in MNREGA, the appoint-
ment has also been made as 
'Suraksha Sakhi' (security 
friend). 

Their responsibility in-
volves making other women 
aware of the security in the 
area, which is being provid-
ed by the police station of the 
area they work in.

Speaking about the su-
pervision experience, Lalita 
Jain said, "The MNREGA 
work here involves all male 
workers, and I get the work 
done by the male workers. 
They respect me like their 
sister and daughter. Some 
labourers are like my broth-
ers, while some elders are 
like my father."

TDG NETWORK
BHILWARA 

How Rajasthan's 
Bhilwara has 
become a role model 

Bhairon Singh Ra-
thore, a 1971 war 
veteran, is fighting 

for his life at the All India 
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS) in Jodhpur. 
The iTV Network contacted 
Bhairon's son, Sawai Singh, 
days after his family mem-
bers stated the war veteran 
had been hospitalised on 14 
December, two days before 
51th anniversary of India 
Pakistan war, due to dete-
riorating health. Sawai said 
that the whole team of doc-
tors is keeping a keen eye on 
his father, and now his con-
dition is improving.

This comes after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
called Bhairon Singh and 
inquired about his well-
being. Sawai expressed, "It 
felt very good to speak to 
him. However, we don't get 
the facilities a soldier should 
get."

Bhairon Singh had also 
been admitted to AIIMS 
earlier in October. He was 
experiencing chest pain at 
the time due to an infection. 
Bhairon Singh was given 
free medical care by the 
AIIMS management after 
they learned of his bravery. 
Meanwhile, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah met the 
war hero on a two-day visit 
to Rajasthan last year. After 
meeting the war hero, Shah 
tweeted, “Had the privilege 
of meeting Veer Naik Bhai-
ron Singh Rathod of Longe-
wala Post in 1971 war in Jais-
almer. Your bravery to drive 
out enemies from Longewa-
la and love for the mother-
land has created a place 
of immense reverence 
in the history of the 
country and the 
hearts of the 
countrymen. 

I bow to you.”
The official records of BSF 

state, “When one of the 23 
Punjab boys was killed, 
Lance Naik Bhairon took 
his light machine gun and 
inflicted heavy casualties on 
the advancing enemy”. It fur-
ther added, “It was only their 
courage and determi-
nation to do or die 
that won the 
day and Lance 
Naik Bhairon 
Singh be-
came a great 
inspiration 
for his other 
comrades on 
the post. 

J.P. Datta's 1997 
f i l m  " B o r d e r, " 
brought his bravery 
and valour to the 
silver 

screen. Sunil Shetty played 
Bhairon Singh in the movie. 
However, the war veteran 
was shown as a martyr in the 
movie, which he later termed 
inaccurate. After retiring in 
1987, Bhairon received the 
Sena Medal in 1972 from the 
then-chief minister of Rajast-

han, Barkatul-
lah Khan, 

in recog-
nition 

of his 
out-
stand-

ing 
contri-
bution. 
120 

Indian 
soldiers 
held 2,000 

Pakistani soldiers in Longe-
wala for the entire night in 
the 1971 Indo-Pakistan war. 
Another name for Longewala 
is "The Graveyard of Pakistani 
Tanks." The Pakistani tanks 
were intensively bombarded 
the following morning by 
Air Force jets, and more than 

40 tanks were de-
stroyed. The re-

maining Paki-
st a n i  a r my 
retreated 
after losing 
a significant 

number of 
its forces.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

BHAIRON SINGH FIGHTING FOR HIS LIFE AT AIIMS JODHPUR, BETTER NOW

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Bhairon Singh Rathore. 

Sunil Shetty in Border.

AWARDEES

THE FOURSOME  WHO DEFINED THE DESTINY THE UNFORGETTABLE  WAR HEROES 

DURATION 
3 December 1971 to  
16 December 1971
OPERATION 
1971 Cactus-Lily

MARTYRS
2500-3800
AWARDS

4 Param Vir Chakra, 7 Maha  
Vir Chakra, 299 Veer Chakra 

Wing Commander Praful Bakshi: 
"Your victory is only ascertained till 
your army occupies the ground. 
The army will occupy the ground 

till the enemy is not stopping them in 
the air. For that, you require the air force. 
Anybody who ignores air is bound to be 
defeated."

Major General (R) Sudhakar: " The re-
sounding victory as that of India in the lib-
eration of Bangladesh. Here was an issue 
of cause and effect. We had a neighbour, 
the birth of which was a genetic disorder in 
the history of nation building."

CDR (R) Bhushan Dewan: "The point i 
want to underline is that wherever the 
army, navy and airforce integration works, 
tri-victory is assured."

Sawai Singh, son of Bhairon Singh: "PM 
Modi called Sawai Singh and asked 
for his well being.It felt very good to 
speak to him. However, we don't get 
the facilities a soldier should get."
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Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman said, 
"The current 
struggle is a 
struggle for 
independence" 
in Dhaka.

West  
Pakistani 
Forces 
commence 
Operation 
Searchlight

Bangladesh 
force named 
Mukti Bahini 
formed under 
commander-
in-chief general 
Mohammed 
Ataul Ghani 
Osmany.

West Pakistan 
launches 
a series of 
pre-emptive 
air strikes on 
Indian airfields. 
The war begun.

East 
Pakistani 
Army begins 
systematic 
elimination of 
Bengali  
intellectuals.

Sheikh Mu-
jibur 
Rahman 
signed 
Declaration 
of Indepen-
dence.

Exiled lead-
ers of Awami 
league form 
provisional 
government.

East Pakistan 
recognised as 
an indepen-
dent country 
called Bangla-
desh by India.

Lt General 
A.A.K. Niazi,  
supreme 
commander of 
East Pakistan, 
surrenders to 
allied forces. 

ARMY
PARAM VIR CHAKRA

Major Hoshiar Singh 
2nd Lt Arun Khertarpal 

Lance Naik 
Albert Ekka

AIR FORCE
PARAM VIR CHAKRA

Fg Off Nirmaljit Singh Sekhon 

NAVY
MAHA VIR CHAKRA

Capt Swaraj Prakash 
Capt Mahendra Nath Mulla 
CDR Kasargod Patnashetti Gopal Rao 
CDR Mohan Narayan Rao Samant 
CDR Babru Bahan Yadav 
Lt CDR Santosh Kumar Gupta 
Lt CDR Joseph Pius Alfred Noronha 
Leading Seaman Chanam Singh 

Sam Maneckshaw was the 
Chief of Army Staff of the 
Indian 
Army 
during 
1971 
war. Ma-
neck-
shaw 
instruct-
ed Lt Gen J.F.R Jacob to 
inform the Indian PM about 
the movement of troops to 
Eastern C ommand.

SAM  MANEKSHAW 

CONTRIBUTION: Chand-
puri and his company of 120 
soldiers 
defend-
ed when 
the 
Pakistan 
Army 
attacked 
Longe-
wala post in Rajasthan.

BRIGADIER KULDIP SINGH 
CHANDPUR

Jagjit Singh Aurora was the 
General Officer Command-
ing-In-
Chief 
Eastern 
Com-
mand 
during 
1971 
war 
with Pakistan. He organised 
and led the ground forces in 
Eastern Front. 

LIEUTENANT  GENERAL 
JAGJIT SINGH  AURORA

CONTRIBUTION: Nirmal Jit 
Singh Sekhon is recognised 
for his 
lone de-
fence of 
Srinagar 
Air Base 
against 
Paki-
stan Air 
Force air raid during 1971 
war. He was the only mem-
ber of IAF to be honoured 
with a Param Vir Chakra.
FLYING OFFICER NIRMAL JIT 
SINGH SEKHON

Air Chief Marshal IH Latif 
served as the 10th Chief of 
Air Staff 
(CAS) of 
the In-
dian Air 
Force 
(IAF) 
from 
1978 to 
1981. 

AIR CHIEF MARSHAL 
 I.H. LATIF

CONTRIBUTION:  Maj. 
Gen. Sujan Singh Uban  
com-
mand-
ed the 
fifth 
army 
that 
initiat-
ed the 
Liberation of Bangladesh 
with a military action 
called Operation  
Eagle. 
MAJOR GENERAL  
SUJAN SINGH UBAN

Jacob, the then a major 
general, served as the chief 
of staff 
of the 
Indian 
Army's 
Eastern 
Com-
mand. 
He later 
served as the governor of 
Goa and Punjab.
 

LIEUTENANT  GENERAL 
J.F.R JACOB

CONTRIBUTION: Major 
Cardozo became the first 
disabled 
officer 
of the 
Indian 
Army to 
com-
mand a 
bat-
talion.  One of his legs was 
badly injured in a landmine 
blast while fighting against 
the Pakistani Army in the 
1971 war.
MAJOR IAN CARDOZO
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TIMELINE OF 1971 INDIA-PAK WARTHE WAR HEROES 
Why we must remember the sacrifice of our military in 1971 India-Pakistan 

war that gave birth to a new nation Bangladesh 

WHO SAID WHAT



The National Pension 
Scheme (NPS) was 
conceived during 

Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s gov-
ernment in 2003 and rolled 
out on 1 January 2004, by 
the then BJP-led Vajpayee 
government. However, it 
was implemented there-
after by the Congress in 
several States after it came 
to power in 2004. Both 
Manmohan Singh and P 
Chidambaram, at that time, 
lauded the NPS, calling it a 
much needed and necessary 
reform.  Hence it is nothing 
but sheer hypocrisy that the 
Congress is trying to turn 
the clock back on pension 
reforms by wanting to re-
place NPS with OPS. When 
the Narendra Modi led gov-
ernment came to power in 

2014, it offered tax benefits 
on the NPS scheme to make 
it even more effective and 
tax friendly. Interestingly, 
the Congress that won Hi-
machal Pradesh assembly 
elections recently on the ba-
sis of bringing back the old 
pension scheme (OPS), had 
made similar promises in 
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh 
too but failed to implement 
it, realizing that OPS can be 
a huge drain on the State ex-
chequer. 

The Aam Aadmi Party-
ruled Punjab has also an-
nounced dumping of the 
NPS and reinstating OPS, 
despite Punjab’s debt situ-
ation being precariously 
high. While a lot of noise 
around OPS may just be 
false bravado by the Op-
position, it is disappointing 
that the Opposition is even 
thinking of replacing NPS 
with OPS. With its tax ben-
efits, extremely low expense 
ratio and professional man-
agement, the NPS is a very 
good retirement product. 

Under the OPS, “pay as 
you go” scheme, contri-
butions from the current 
generation of workers are 
used to pay for pensions of 

current pensioners, mak-
ing it an unfunded pen-
sion scheme, with a direct 
transfer of resources from 
the current generation 
of taxpayers, to fund the 
pension liabilities of older 
generations. The younger 
generation has to subsidise 
the older generation under 
OPS, making the inter-
generational inequity even 
starker.

According to a research 
by SBI, the compounded 
annual growth in pension 
liabilities for the 12-year 
period ended 2021-22 was 
34% for all State govern-
ments. The OPS was a key 
promise of the Congress in 
the Himachal Pradesh elec-
tion. The State has a large 
number of government em-
ployees as the public sector 
is the biggest source of em-
ployment in the State. How 
is the Congress planning to 
implement the OPS? Clearly, 
Congress is not planning to 
do so. Deep within, the Con-
gress knows, if it does so, it 
would push Himachal to the 
edge of bankruptcy. Just like 
in Rajasthan, the Congress 
will simply keep postponing 
its promise to implement 
OPS and buy time. 

India’s retirees will live 
longer due to higher life ex-
pectancy, which means they 
will draw pensions longer 
than before. By 2050, In-
dia’s population will be 1.64 
billion, of which 320 million 
will be of 60 years of age or 
older. Life expectancy which 
barely 56 years in 1990s is 
now almost 79 years. A key 

metric, the old-age depen-
dency ratio, defined as the 
number of persons 60 years 
and over per 100 persons of 
15 to 59 years age, is expected 
to touch 23% by 2036, com-
pared to the current 16%. To 
cut to the chase, given the 
higher dependency ratio go-
ing forward a scheme like 
OPS will only add to the ex-
cruciating financial burden 
on State budgets, leaving 
less room for development 
oriented expenditure. 

The pension payout of 
States has risen from 2.1% 
of total revenue receipts in 
1980-81 to 11% by 2001-02 
and to an unhealthy 20% 
by 2020-21. This return to 
OPS will bring very limited 
financial gains in the short 
term to the State govern-
ments; they can skip the 
14% contribution towards 
employee pension funds, 
but at what cost? 

The primary reason for ex-
iting the OPS 18 years back, 
was its unsustainability. So 
for the Congress to bring it 
back now is bad econom-
ics and that is rarely good 
politics when State finances 
are stretched. The pension 
bill for Himachal Pradesh is 
more than 79.93% of its own 
tax revenues, for Bihar it is 
58.9%, Punjab 34.24%, Ra-
jasthan 30.38% and Chhat-
tisgarh 24.19%. In 1990-91, 
the Centre’s pension bill 
was Rs 3272 crore and for all 
States put together it was Rs 
3131 crore. By 2020-21, the 
Centre’s pension obligations 
had jumped 58 times to 

Rs 1.91 lakh crore; for 

States, it had jumped by 125 
times to Rs 3.86 lakh crore.

But the biggest argument 
against OPS, for example 
in Himchal, is that it is un-
ethical as it seeks to create 
liabilities that will not apply 
to the present Congress gov-
ernment but will apply to a 
State government in the fu-
ture, which may not neces-
sarily be a Congress led one, 
but could be from any other 
political Party. The earliest 
liability will be in 2034 for 
the current Congress gov-
ernment in Himachal. So ba-
sically, what the Congress is 
really doing is trying to shift 
the entire burden of the OPS 
to the government which 
will be in power in 2034.  

The OPS was based on 
the fiscally unsustainable 
concept of “defined ben-
efit”. Under it, the pension 
of government employees 
was fixed on the basis of the 
last drawn salary.  Since its 
launch, the NPS has built a 
robust subscriber base. At 
the end of October 2022, 
NPS had 23.3 lakh Central 
government subscribers and 
58.9 lakh State government 
subscribers. Then there are 
others, including 15.92 lakh 
subscribers from the corpo-
rate sector, and 25.45 lakh 
from the unorganised sector. 
The total assets under NPS 
stood at Rs 7.95 lakh crore as 
on 31 October 2022.

The fiscal implications of 
OPS will be grave. Under 
the OPS, retired government 
employees will receive 50% 
of their last drawn basic 
pay as a monthly pension. 

NPS is, however, a contribu-
tory pension scheme under 
which employees contribute 
10% of their salary (Basic + 
Dearness Allowance). The 
government contributes 
14% towards the employees’ 
NPS accounts. 

NPS is designed on the 
basis of “Defined Contribu-
tion” .There is no defined 
benefit that would be avail-
able at the time of exit. 

Combined debt of State 
governments has risen from 
26.3% of GDP in 2019-20 
to 31.2% in 2021-22 (budget 
estimate). This will need to 
be brought down to man-
ageable levels. States will 
also have to contend with 
the GST compensation cess 
ending in its current form 
in the coming year. Shifting 
back to OPS will only fur-
ther increase the burden on 
the State exchequers; as per 
RBI, the total pension ex-
penditure of all States put to-
gether stood at a whopping 
Rs 3.86 lakh crore in 2020-
21. Hence, political Parties 
like Congress must desist 
from fiscally unwise moves 
like OPS and stick to fiscally 
sustainable NPS, which is 
what the Modi government 
has been implementing on 
a war footing. To cut to the 
chase, the clock is ticking–it 
is time for the Congress Par-
ty to shed political oppor-
tunism and shed the OPS, in 
favour of NPS. 

Sanju Verma is an Economist, 
National Spokesperson of the 
BJP and the Bestselling Author 
of ‘The Modi Gambit’.

OPS vs NPS: The hard facts
The primary reason for exiting the OPS 18 years back, was its 
unsustainability. So for the Congress to bring it back now is bad economics 
and that is rarely good politics when State finances are stretched.

With an open mind 

politics of economy 

The outburst by Pakistan Foreign Minister Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari against Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in New York was, in fact, aimed 
at derailing the serious discussions on the issue 
of terrorism at the elite global forums like the 
United Nations Security Council (UNSC). Simi-
larly, Bilawal Bhutto raised the Kashmir issue 
at a UNSC meet to divert the focus of the global 
community away from terrorism. Another in-
dication that such 
theatrics by Bhut-
to gave was that 
Pakistan does not, 
in fact, intend to 
join the collective 
global war to coun-
ter terrorism. To 
be more specific, 
Islamabad wants 
to weaken the war 
against terrorists. 
Worth recalling 
here are the de-
velopments that 
bear testimony to 
the same. China in 
connivance with 
I s l a m a b a d  h a s 
been trying to come to rescue of Pakistan based 
terrorists at the UNSC.

This is something that the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF) must take note of. What 
the terror financing watchdog must look into 
is how the Pakistan Foreign Minister tried to 
shift the focus away from serious deliberations 
on the counter-terrorism measures that Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar was trying to 
draw the world attention towards at the UNSC 
in New York last week. Is Pakistan really se-
rious about combating terrorism emanating 
from the territory under its control? The global 
community including the FATF and the UNSC 
member countries must ask this question to 
Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. At 
least, Bhutto’s behaviour at UNSC does not give 
any indication about Pakistan’s seriousness. 
Rather, his rhetoric and outbursts cement the 
belief and perception that sponsoring and har-
bouring terrorism is the policy that the rulers 
in Islamabad pursue, regardless of the impact 
of the same on the international relations.

It was as if Bhutto came fully prepared to 
try and spoil the discussion on terrorism, as it 
was him who raked up the Kashmir issue first. 
Bhutto raised the Kashmir issue while speak-
ing in the Council debate on reformed multi-
lateralism. But he was aware that the session 
on counter terrorism the very next day will 
bring Pakistan embarrassing moments on the 
issue of terrorism. So, he tried to set the nar-
rative by raising the Kashmir issue on the first 
day of the signature events at UNSC. However, 
his plan miserably failed.  Jaishankar rightly 
countered him by asserting that a country that 
hosted al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden and 
attacked a neighbouring Parliament does not 
have credentials to sermonise. While presiding 
over the UNSC meeting on counter-terrorism a 
day later, Jaishankar again hit back at Pakistan 
obliquely referring to it as the epicentre of ter-
rorism in his remarks. As a counter to Bhutto’s 
attempt to derail the discussion, Jaishankar did 
the right thing by taking a swipe at Islamabad. 
What the global community must be critical of 
Pakistan for is that Bhutto, after this, chose to 
launch a personal tirade against PM Modi. The 
Ministry of External Affairs came out with a 
befitting reaction when it condemned the state-
ment calling it a new low even for Pakistan. 
Unfortunately, the briefings outside the UNSC 
were overshadowed by heated words between 
Jaishankar and his Pakistani counterpart Bi-
lawal Bhutto. The Pakistani minister betrayed 
his intention and motive to run away from dis-
cussion on terrorism, knowing fully well that 
several unpleasant facts would be there for him 
to respond to. And he would be finding it dif-
ficult to defend his country on terrorism.  

Several analysts rightly point out that he also 
resorted to theatrics for the benefit of the do-
mestic gallery. With the government in Paki-
stan having miserably failed to address the 
issues concerning the common people, the 
leaders from Islamabad try to use the global 
platforms to divert the focus of their own citi-
zens from the core issues like what Bhutto did. 
That was another motive which might have 
been behind Bhutto’s Kashmir rhetoric.

India must not allow such Pakistan’s tactics to 
take the focus away from the task at hand. And, 
the task at hand is to ensure that the global 
community remains united and focused on the 
agenda of counter-terrorism.

T. BRAJESH

perspective
ULTERIOR MOTIVE

BhUtto’s oUtBURst 
eXposes paKistan’s 
Bid to shift focUs 
aWay fRom teRRoRism

One of the standout features 
of the draft data protection 
bill is the use of ‘she/her’ 
to define the individual in-
stead of conventional ‘he’. 
Having read many legisla-
tive documents, I see this as 
a pleasant change, an open 
mindset of the Government 
and a respect for diversity. 

In 2014, Modi Govern-
ment made its intentions 
clear that India needs to 
move into the digital econ-
omy. Universal access to 
banking, affordable mobile 
to every citizen, increasing-
ly digitized transactions and 
an aspirational Ayushman 
Bharat covering almost half 
of the Indian population are 

some key steps the govern-
ment has taken towards its 
“digital India” goal. As part 
of these initiatives, indi-
vidual’s information moves 
between the public and pri-
vate domains.  In addition 
to this, Aadhar, election, 
ration cards and passports 
are avenues where public 
institutions collect personal 
information and digitalize 
it. Social media and net-
works through the likes of 
Google, Facebook, Twitter 
and others, not only collect 
personal information, but 
also access individual choic-
es, preferences, pictures 
and even their connections. 
Healthcare institutions col-
lect tons of senstive personal 
information. 

All this information is like 
currency which could be 
used or misused. The Digi-
tal Personal Data Protec-
tion Bill, 2022 (DPDP, 2022) 
aims to prevent misuse 
without impacting the legit-
imate use of the personal in-
formation of Indian citizens. 
It is important that legisla-
tion must not add another 

layer of bureaucracy and 
controls impacting the pro-
cess of legitimate use of the 
data. Ministry of Electronics 
& Information Technology 
(Meity) has done a fine job 
of creating a balanced draft 
and is inviting inputs from 
all the stakeholders.  Every 
informed citizen, civil so-
ciety and policy researcher 
must contribute to creating 
a robust law which should 
align with India’s growth 
aspirations and serve its 
purpose for years to come. 

The current draft has 
tried to address the issue 
of data localization which 
was a mandatory require-
ment in the earlier version 
released in 2019. Some of 
the (friendly) countries will 
be exempted from localiza-
tion requirements and a list 
of these countries will be 
decided by the central gov-
ernment. What is unclear 
is the criteria to decide the 
exemption list of countries 
and how do we monitor and 
keep amending the exemp-
tion list. For example, Rus-
sia is a friendly country but 
ranks high in data breaches. 
A country on the exemp-
tion list today might not be 
there next year – what will 
happen to the data already 
parked outside India dur-
ing the exemption time? By 
the same corollary, can an 
Indian company store the 
personal data in another 
friendly country but not in 
India?  As per a NordVPN 

report, the highest number 
of the stolen data in the cy-
bercrime market belongs to 
600,000 Indians. This in-
cludes financial information 
and passwords. It becomes 
difficult to fix the account-
ability of the data fiduciary 
or a processor if it is outside 
the purview of Indian law 
enforcement authorities. 

The draft Bill outlines obli-
gations of the data fiduciary 
– the entity entrusted with 
the data and data princi-
pal – the owner of the data. 
The data fiduciary will have 
deemed consent (Section 
8) when the data principal 
provides personal informa-
tion for seeking services. 
Such information may 
include the name, mobile 
number and even credit 
card number (e.g., hotel/res-
taurant booking and mak-
ing the payment). The data 
principal has no recourse 
on how the information is 
used after the services have 
been provided or option to 
withdraw the consent. 

A lot of personal data is 
collected by hospitals and 
healthcare electronic de-
vices including sensitive 
health information. Will 
this be considered deemed 
consent? Since the draft 
has removed the category of 
“sensitive personal informa-
tion”, such data will poten-
tially be in same category 
of information collected by 
a restaurant while booking 
the table.

Data Protection Board of 
India has been made very 
powerful with limited re-
course for the data princi-
pal. The decision-making 
powers and its enforcement 
have been entrusted to the 
Board with potential risk 
of misuse. Section 21(13) 
states that “every person 
shall be bound by the orders 
of the Board. Every order 
made by the Board shall be 
enforced by it as if it was 
a decree made by the civil 
court”. Since functioning of 
the Board and the decision 
taken by it will have limited 
accessibility under RTI Act 
(amendment sought in RTI 
Act, 2005), it will create 
non-transparent decision 
making. The Bill also pro-
vides complete immunity to 
the Chairperson, members, 
and employees of the Board 
against legal recourse. In 
short, the proposed Bill 
makes  the Board complete-
ly invincible. The objectivity 
of this decision can be ques-
tionable. 

Noncompliance penal-
ties, capped at Rs 500 crore, 
have been made stringent 
which will work as effective 
deterrent. The filters for the 
Board to determine the pen-
alty are very subjective. For 
example, Section 25(2)(g) 
– Board will consider ‘the 
likely impact of the imposi-
tion of the financial penalty 
on the person’. This needs 
clarity. On the flip side, 
amount of Rs.500 crore or 

even lesser will be too heavy 
for the MSME sector and 
the start-ups. 

In case the violating entity 
is not located in India, it will 
be difficult to enforce the 
Board’s decisions. If the data 
fiduciary is unable to pay 
the penalty, the recourse 
for the Board has not been 
defined. The Bill does not 
entitle the data principal 
any compensation. How-
ever, if the Board decides 
that the complaint is frivo-
lous (Section 16) and not 
supported with verifiable 
documents, the data princi-
pal can be fined Rs.10000. 
As we know, data fiduciary 
will have access to legal re-
sources that the data princi-
pal may not have. Hence, the 
current format does not en-
courage the data principal 
to come forward and report 
misuse.

Overall, the Bill is a good 
effort to balance the data 
protection and ease of do-
ing business while we are 
becoming global integrated 
economy. However, in the 
process of simplification, we 
are missing critical pieces 
around the protection of 
the data. Efforts should 
be made to make it robust, 
clear, and actionable even 
at the cost of simplification 
and some delay. 
Rakesh K Chitkara has led  
public policy practice for major 
US corporations including Ab-
bott Lab, General Electric, Dow 
Chemical and Monsanto. 

Digital Personal Data Protection Bill:  
Delayed but in right direction 

Bhutto raised the Kashmir 
issue while speaking in the 
Council debate on reformed 
multilateralism. But he 
was aware that the session 
on counter terrorism the 
very next day will bring 
Pakistan embarrassing 
moments on the issue of 
terrorism. So, he tried to 
set the narrative by raising 
the Kashmir issue on the 
first day of the signature 
events at UNSC. However, 
his plan miserably failed.  

opinion
SaNjU Verma 

opinion
raKeSH K CHitKara
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The Delhi High Court in the 
case PCIT Versus PEC Ltd. 
observed and has allowed 
the deduction of expenses 
undertaken under the Cor-
porate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) endeavor under Sec-
tion 37 of the Income Tax 
Act, 1961.
The division bench compris-
ing of Justice Rajeev Shakd-
her and Justice Tara Vitasta 
Ganju observed and has 
stated that the memoran-
dum, which was published 
along with Finance (No. 2) 
Bill 2014 which clearly in-
dicated that the amendment 
would take effect from April 
1, 2015 and the same would 
be applied in relation to as-
sessment year 2015-2016 
and the subsequent years.
It has been assailed by the 
department that the ITAT’s 
order allowing the deduc-
tion of expenses undertaken 
under the Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) en-
deavor under Section 37 of 
the Income Tax Act, 1961. 
However, it has been con-
tended by the department 
that the expenditure for 
which the deduction is 
claimed was not incurred 
wholly and exclusively for 
the purposes of carrying 
on business or a profession. 
Therefore, the funds which 

are being utilized by the 
respondent/assessee to ef-
fectuate its CSR obligation 
involved the application of 
income and not an expense 
that had been incurred 
wholly and exclusively for 
the purposes of carrying out 
a business.
It was observed that the 
department relied on the 
amendment brought about 
in Section 37(1) by way of 
the insertion of Explanation 
2. Explanation 2 appended 
to sub-section (1) of Section 
37 is clarificatory in nature, 
and the same would be ap-
plicable qua the assessment 
years in issue, wherein con-
cerning each of the respon-
dents or assessees.
It has been stated that as per 
Section 37 of the Income 
Tax Act, in order to claim a 
deduction under Section 37, 
the expenditure incurred 
should be one that does not 

fall under any of the provi-
sions referred to in Section 
30 to Section 36. Thus, the 
expenditure should not be 
in the nature of capital ex-
penditure or the assessee’s 
personal expenses. For the 
purpose of business or pro-
fession, the expenditure 
should have been laid out 
or expended wholly or ex-
clusively.
The court stated if the con-
ditions are met, then the ex-
penses which are incurred 
can be deducted while com-
puting the income charge-
able under the heading “the 
profits and gains of business 
or profession.”
Accordingly, while uphold-
ing the order of ITAT, the 
court held that the expla-
nation 2 inserted in Section 
37(1) was prospective in 
nature and therefore not ap-
plicable in the assessment 
years in issue.

IN COURT

Delhi High Court: Allowed 
Deduction Of Expenses 
Undertaken Under The 
CSR Endeavour u/s 37 Of 
The Income Tax Act

TDG NETWORK 

The Kerala High Court in 
the case Suresh B @ Vava 
Suresh v. State of Kerala 
& Anr observed and has 
granted anticipatory bail to 
snake catcher Vava Suresh 
in a case being registered 
against him for allegedly 
displaying a venomous 
snake at an event which is 
in Government Medical Col-
lege, Kozhikode.
The bench headed by Justice 
Viju Abraham stated that 
the custodial interrogation 
of the petitioner may not be 
required for the purpose 
of investigation and only a 
limited custody be granted 
for the said purpose. The 
court stated that, this court 
is not inclined to grant bail 
to the petitioner subject to 
stringent conditions.
It was observed that as per 
Thamarassery Forest Range 
Office, Kozhikode, the of-
fence committed Suresh 
under Section 2, Section 9, 
Section 40 and Section 51 of 
the Wild Life Protection Act, 
1972 by displaying “a highly 
poisonous cobra which be-
ing next to the mike while 
delivering of his speech” at 
the event.
The court while granting 
bail to the petitioner direct-
ed him to surrender before 
the investigating officer on 
June 1, 2023, at 11 am, and 
to subject himself for inter-
rogation on that day and on 
any other day or the days 
which is being directed by 
that of the investigating of-
ficer.

It has also been directed by 
the court to the petition for 
cooperating with the inves-
tigation,
In the event of arrest, it has 
been stated by the court 
that the petitioner shall be 
produced before the juris-
dictional Court on the very 
same day and be released on 
bail, being subject to the fol-
lowing conditions:
(i) A bond for a sum of 
Rs.50,000/- (Rupees fifty 
thousand only), the petition-
er shall execute with two 
solvent sureties each for the 
like-sum to the satisfaction 
of the jurisdictional court;
(ii) The petitioner shall be 

appearing before the inves-
tigating officer wide Order 
No. 12/2022 of Thamarass-
ery Forest Range Office, 
Kozhikode as and when 
the petitioner is being sum-
moned to do so;
(iii) The petitioner shall not 
attempt to contact any kind 
of interfere or the defacto 
complainant with the in-
vestigation or to intimidate 
or influence any witness in 
wide Order No. 12/2022 of 
the Thamarassery Forest 
Range Office, Kozhikode;
(iv) The petitioner shall not 
be involved in any other 
crime while being on bail
It has been made clear by the 

court while parting with the 
order and made it clear that 
it is within the power of the 
police to investigate the mat-
ter “and if it is necessary to 
effect the recoveries on the 
information if any which is 
given by the petitioner and 
even when the petitioner be-
ing on a bail as per the judg-
ment of the Apex Court in 
the case Sushila Aggarwal 
and others v. State (NCT of 
Delhi) and another.
The counsel, Advocate M R 
Sarin appeared for the peti-
tioner. 
Advocate Nagaraj Naray-
anan, Public Prosecutor ap-
peared for the Respondents.

IN COURT

KERALA HIGH COURT: GRANTED 
ANTICIPATORY BAIL TO SNAKE CATCHER VAVA 
SURESH ACCUSED OF EXHIBITING ‘HIGHLY 
POISONOUS COBRA’ AT KOZHIKODE COLLEGE
TDG NETWORK 

The Bombay High 
Court in the case 
High Court On His 

Own Motion versus The 
State Of Goa observed and 
has issued a notice to State 
government and the Direc-
tor General of Police, Goa, 
wherein taking a suo motu 
cognisance of an incident of 
alleged assault on a lawyer 
by constables of Porvorim 
police station.

The division bench com-
prising of Justice MS Sonak 
and Justice Bharat Deshm-
pande observed and has 
directed the state to file a 
preliminary affidavit ap-
prising the Court of steps 
taken in the matter and that 
of the relevant medical case 
papers of Advocate Gajanan 
Sawant.

In the present case, the 
court took suo motu note 
of the incident on the basis 
of a resolution passed by the 
Goa High Court Bar Asso-
ciation wherein seeking an 

‘emergent and expeditious 
action’ from the Goa Police.

In a meeting held on De-
cember 10, the Managing 
Committee of the bar asso-
ciation had condemned the 
police action and requested 
the authorities to take action 
against the erring police of-
ficials.

On December 8, the Por-
vorim Police Station offi-

cials had allegedly brutally 
assaulted Sawant when he 
was on visit to a site of a civil 
dispute at the request of his 
client.

An FIR was lodged regard-
ing the incident, the com-
mittee felt that it being not 
enough. In the resolution it 
is read, there are many ques-
tions that being in charge of 
the Porvorim Police Station 
has to answer to the Legal 
Fraternity.

In the matter, It resolved 
to urge authorities which 
include Chief Minister, the 
Law Minister and the Direc-
tor General of Police of the 
State to initiate a magisterial 
inquiry.

The said resolution was 
also being sent to the Bom-

bay High Court Chief Justice 
and the Senior Administra-
tive Judge of Goa bench. The 
court initiated a suo motu 
case on the incident, while 
considering that “such in-
cidents and their follow-up 
affect the administration of 
justice.”

It has been stated by the 
court that it was pointed out 
that the Advocate commu-
nity was quite disturbed by 
the assault and there were 
agitations made all over 
the State because it was 
perceived that adequate ac-
tion was not being initiated 
against the police officials 
allegedly involved in the 
assault.

The court while observ-
ing that the matter should 

not be treated as an adver-
sarial litigation. Therefore, 
the court appointed Senior 
Advocate Subodh Kantak as 
amicus.

Further, it has been di-
rected by the court the im-
pleadment of the State Of 
Goa through Chief Secretary, 
Director General of Police, 
Superintendent of Police, 
the Investigating Officer 
Virendra Veluskar and four 
constables of Porvorim Po-
lice Station as respondents 
and a notice has been issued.

It has also been requested 
by the bench that the bar as-
sociation to place on record 
a formal petition along with 
a compilation of documents 
and other matters which 
they wish the court to con-

sider.
Further, the court in its or-

der stated that the president 
of the Association states, Mr 
[J. E. Coelho] Pereira that he 
he will address the Court on 
behalf of the Association. 
This court understand that 
several other Advocates As-
sociations have also raised 
issues of assault on Advo-
cate Gajanan Sawant, we 
think that such Associations 
should present their version 
and other suggestions on 
the said issue through the 
learned Amicus Curiae.
Accordingly, the court 

listed the matter for hear-
ing on December 21, while 
requesting Advocate Gen-
eral to appear in the matter.

IN COURT

BOMBAY HIGH COURT: TAKING SUO MOTU 
COGNISANCE OF POLICE BRUTALITY ON 
LAWYER IN GOA’S PORVORIM
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case CIT Versus Swapnil 
Finance Pvt. Ltd. observed 
and disposed of the appeal 
on the ground of low tax ef-
fects.

The division bench com-
prising of Justice M.R. 
Shah and Justice Sudhans-
hu Dhulia observed and 
has stated that the mon-
etary limit to file an appeal 
before the Supreme Court 
is Rs. 2 crores.

In the present case, it has 
been contended by the re-
spective parties that the tax 
effect in both the appeals 
for the relevant assessment 
years (1995–1996 and 1996–
1997) would be less than Rs. 
2 crores, which being the 
monetary limit to file an 
appeal before the Supreme 
Court, as per Circular 
F.No.390/Misc/115/2017-
IC dated August 22, 2019, 
which is issued by the Cen-

tral Board of Indirect Taxes 
and Customs (CBIC).

However, as per the 
circular issued dated Au-
gust 22, 2019, the mon-
etary limit below which 
an appeal cannot be filed 
in CESTAT, the High 
Court, or the Supreme 
Court is Rs. 50,00,000, 
Rs. 1,00,00,000 and Rs. 
2,00,00,000 respectively.

Further, the court dis-
posed of the present ap-
peals on the ground of low 
tax effect only. Therefore, 

the question of law is being 
kept open.

The counsels appear-
ing for the Appellant are 
Advocates Balbir Singh, 
Arijit Prasad, Preeti Rani, 
Manish Pushkarna, Gargi 
Khanna, Shashank Bajpai, 
Samarvir Singh, Prashant 
Singh, Shyam Gopal, Pra-
senjeet Mohapatra, Raj Ba-
hadur Yadav.

The counsels appear-
ing for the respondent are 
Advocates Amar Dave, P. S. 
Sudheer, Shruti Jose.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Small Tax 
Effect: Monetary Limit To 
Prefer An Appeal Before The 
Supreme Court Is Rs. 2 Crores
TDG NETWORK 
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Technology must reach 
maximum people 
to bring maximum 

transformation by India’s 
100th year of independence 
and this can be met by re-
ducing the gap between all 
haves and have-nots, noted 
Devusinh Chauhan, Min-
ister of State, Ministry of 
Communication at the CII 
National Telecom Summit 
today. The conference was 
organised by Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) in 
association with Department 
of Telecommunications.
‘Bringing socio-economic 

changes to the bottom of the 
pyramid by reducing digital 
divide is the key and for that, 
rural areas should remain in 
focus’, the minister said.

The Covid-19 outbreak 
has augmented the urgency 
of the need for digital access 
to health and other social 
services.  Over the last few 
years, broadband access and 
affordability has improved, 

due to continuous effort 
from government and pri-

vate sector. There should 
be both citizen centric and 

industry-centric reforms 
to bring socio-economic 

change in the life of Antyo-
daya through digitalization 

as well as meet the USD 5 
trillion target of national 

economy, said the minister.
K Rajaman, Secretary, De-

partment of Telecommunica-
tions said that the share of 
the digital economy in In-
dia’s GDP is growing every 
year and it is important to 
harness and spread digital 
technologies quickly and 
efficiently. 5G and the larg-
est rural broadband con-
nectivity network project at 
BharatNet will soon embrace 
1.9 lakh villages and would 
reach all villages within a 
year for better digital con-
nectivity, he added.

The Government has re-
cently taken several mea-
sures towards regulatory 
support around broadband 
and telecom services with its 
growing architecture. Going 
ahead, policy makers need to 
take care of the optical fibre 
network, while fetching 
more investments through 
digitalisation of businesses 
and captive private network, 
the Secretary stated.

Mr TV Ramachandran, 
President, BIF said that 

considering the key driv-
ers including government 
provisions and measures, 
building on human capac-
ity and skilling, bridging 
social inequalities are the 
key for digitalisation. Tak-
ing along the women users 
in the telecom journey and 
bridging the gender divide 
is important.

Dr. Rishi Bhatanagar, 
President, Aeries said that 
during Covid, the rural data 
utilization was much more 
than urban utilization which 
confirms that BharatNet 
is working and shows that 
the digital divide is reducing.

Kiran Karnik, former CII 
Chairman, National Com-
mittee on telecom and broad-
band and Past President, 
NASSCOM highlighted the 
the need for further techno-
logical innovations and up-
dated regulatory policies to 
remain relevant. The deep 
involvement by all stake-
holders will play a crucial 
role in digital revolution and 
boosting the economy.

TECHNOLOGY

NO ONE TO BE LEFT BEHIND IN DIGITAL  
INDIA: MOS TELECOM

It must be noted right at the 
outset itself that the Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh 
High Court in a most prac-
tical, persuasive, pragmatic, 
progressive, powerful and 
penetrating judgment titled 
Javaid Ahmad Akhoon & 
Ors Vs UT of J&K & Ors 
in WP (C) no. 540/2022 
CM no. 1339/2022 c/w i) 
OWP no. 828/2018 ii) SWP 
no. 1151/2018 iii) WP (C) 
no. 631/2022 and cited in 
2022 LiveLaw (JKL) 251 
that was reserved on No-
vember 24 and then finally 
pronounced on December 
15, 2022 has minced just 
no words to observe that 
the Government can place 
necessary restrictions for 
smooth functioning of a 
particular trade, however, 
such restrictions must not 
be unreasonable particular-
ly when the same are aimed 
to regulate the trade of un-
employed skilled youth of 
a troubled area. It must be 
mentioned that the observa-
tions came from Hon’ble Ms 
Justice Moksha Kazmi Kha-
juria while hearing a plea in 
terms of which the petition-
ers being photographers by 
vocation, registered with 
Tourism Deptt J&K, had 
challenged the orders is-
sued by Commissioner-Sec-
retary to the Government, 
Floriculture Department, 
regulating the trade of pho-
tography in the parks and 
gardens. It stipulated that 
photographers aged 21-45 
years (on 1st January of the 
year in which application is 
made) are eligible for first 
permission and those aged 
not more than 60 years are 
eligible for renewal. We find 
that as the Court found the 
condition in respect of up-
per age as unreasonable and 
accordingly quashed the 
same. Very rightly so!

At the very outset, this 
brief, brilliant, bold and bal-
anced judgment authored 
by the Single Judge Bench 
comprising of Hon’ble Ms 

Justice Moksha Kazmi 
Khajuria sets the ball in mo-
tion by first and foremost 
putting forth in para 1 that, 

“These four writ petitions 
have been filed by the pe-
titioners challenging and 
seeking quashment of the 
two Government Orders 
bearing No. 17-Flori/G&P of 
2018 dated 23.02.2018 and 
32-Flori/G&P of 2018 dated 
07.06.2018, hereinafter for 
short as impugned orders, 
issued by Commissioner-
Secretary to the Govern-
ment, Floriculture Depart-
ment, Civil Secretariat, 
Srinagar/ Jammu, (respon-
dent no. 3 in the lead case), 
on the grounds taken in the 
memo of writ petitions.”

To put things in perspec-
tive, the Bench then disclos-
es in para 2 that, “The two 
Government orders being 
questioned in the instant 
writ petitions pertain to and 
are aimed at to regulate the 
photographers’ trade in the 
gardens and parks of the 
Floriculture department. 
Since all the writ petitions 
raise a similar point for con-
sideration, therefore, these 
are taken up together for 
disposal and this judgment 
shall govern all.”

As we see, the Bench then 
observes in para 3 that, 

“Precisely, the case of the pe-
titioners is that they are reg-
istered photographers with 
the Tourism Department 
under the provisions of Jam-
mu and Kashmir Registra-
tion of Tourism Act, 1978/82 
and have been earning their 
livelihood by carrying out 
their professional activities 
in different tourist areas as 
shown in their respective 
registration certificates.”

As it turned out, the Bench 
then specifies in para 4 
that, “While the petition-
ers were carrying on such 
professional/ business 
activities, the respondent 
no. 3 issued certain guide-
lines to regulate the trade of 
photography in the parks 

and gardens vide Order 
No. 17-Glori/G&P of 2018 
dated 23.02.2018 inter alia 
prescribing the age of the 
photographers between 21-
40 years for first permission 
and not more than 45 years 
in case of renewal on 1st 
January of the year in which 
application was made.”

Quite naturally, what then 
unfolds is stated in para 
5 that, “Aggrieved of such 
stipulation prescribed in 
the guidelines, the petition-
ers challenged the same by 
filing writ petitions, OWP 
no. 828/2018; & SWP no. 
1151/2018. This court, while 
issuing notice to the other 
side, in SWP no. 1151/2018, 
stayed the operation of the 
Government Order No. 
17-Flori/G&P of 2018 dated 
23.02.2018.”

Be it noted, the Bench 
then reveals in para 6 that, 

“During the pendency of 
the writ petitions, the re-
spondents, in modification 
of order no. 17-Flori/G&P 
of 2018 dated 23.02.2018, 
issued Government Order 
No. 32-Flori/G&P of 2018 
dated 07.06.2018 by virtue 
of which the eligibility in 
respect of age was modified 
and enhanced to 60 years 
instead of 45 as provided 
earlier.”

Needless to say, the Bench 
then lays bare in para 7 stat-
ing that, “Aggrieved of such 
modification, the petition-
ers have filed two writ pe-
titions, being WP (C) nos. 
540/2022 and 631/2022 
to challenge the same inter 
alia on the grounds that, a) 
the respondent no. 3 had no 
power under Jammu and 
Kashmir Registration of 
Tourism Trade Act, 1978/82 
to issue the guidelines in 
question; b) the impugned 
guidelines are having the 
effect of overriding the pro-
visions of Jammu and Kash-
mir Registration of Tourism 
Act, 1978/82 which provides 
the eligibility conditions for 
the trade in question; c) it 
restricts the professionals 
from freely carrying on their 
trade amounting to viola-
tion of Article 19(1)(g) of the 
Constitution which guar-
antees all citizens the right 
to practice or carry on any 
occupation, trade or busi-
ness; d) the impugned order 
has no statutory backing to 

impose restrictions; e) the 

impugned order is violative 
of Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion; etc.”

Of course, the Bench then 
states in para 8 that, “Upon 
notice, the respondents ap-
peared; filed their objections 
and resisted the claim of the 
petitioners. The grounds 
taken in opposition to all 
the writ petitions are almost 
similar. It is inter alia stated 
therein that petitioners have 
raised disputed questions of 
fact; no cause of action has 
accrued to the petitioners 
as none of their right is in-
fringed; the order impugned 
bearing No. 32-Flori/G&P 
of 2018 dated 07.06.2018 
has been passed only after 
taking into consideration 
the grievances of the peti-
tioners; the impugned order 
dated 23.02.2018 upon be-
ing challenged in the court 
of law was reviewed and 
modified by order dated 
07.06.2018 which also has 
been challenged after a span 
of four years; the petitioners 
do not have a valid renewed 
registration as on date in 
terms of Tourism Trade Act 
1978, therefore, should not 
be allowed to operate in the 
gardens; the petitioners fall-
ing at S.Nos. 9,11,16,24 and 
26 do not have license to op-
erate near any Mughal Gar-
den as per their own record 
and have falsely included 
themselves for the benefits 

of photography in Mughal 

Gardens; the guidelines do 
not curtail the livelihood of 
any photographer but only 
regulates the mode of opera-
tion and tenure of renewal; 
the respondents are bound 
to ensure discipline, fair 
charging, safety of visitors 
and proper work conduct 
in the gardens under their 
administrative control; al-
lowing all those who have a 
valid registration for a par-
ticular location would lead 
to permitting all such pho-
tographers in the Garden 
falling in that location as 
such a course would result 
in chaos and overcrowding 
in the gardens beyond the 
fixed intake capacity of pho-
tographers; the guidelines 
have been issued by the 
respondents earlier also in 
the year 2008 vide Govern-
ment Order No. 17-CM-(F) 
of 2008 dated 08.05.2008 
laying down identical con-
ditions therein; the respon-
dent no. 3 is competent to 
issue guidelines in ques-
tion; and the guidelines have 
been issued with utmost re-
gard to the rule of law and 
principles of natural justice.”

It cannot be glossed over 
that the Bench observes in 
para 21 that, “Admittedly, 
the impugned guidelines 
have been issued by the 
Government and the court 
cannot lose sight of the fact 
that the Government can 

place necessary restrictions 

for smooth functioning of a 
particular trade on the de-
sired levels, however, such 
restrictions must not be 
unreasonable particularly 
when the same are aimed at 
to regulate the trade of un-
employed skilled youth of a 
troubled area whose liveli-
hood is dependent on such 
trade.”

Most remarkably, the 
Bench then succinctly 
points out in para 22 postu-
lating most clearly that, “Be 
that as it may, assuming that 
the respondent-Floriculture 
department, in terms of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reor-
ganization Act, 2019-Trans-
action of Business of the 
Government of Union Ter-
ritory of Jammu and Kash-
mir Rules, 2019, by virtue 
of which the parks and gar-
dens have been assigned to 
Floriculture Department, 
had the authority to issue 
the guidelines in question, 
yet the court, upon having 
been challenged before it, 
can test its reasonableness 
by a judicial review. The 
principle of reasonable-
ness also called a Wednes-
bury principle developed 
in the case of Associated 
Provincial Picture House v. 
Wednesbury Corporation 
(1948)1 KB 223 Lord Green 
put forth the following cir-
cumstances under which an 
administrative action could 

be categorized as unreason-

able; a) if the administrative 
action has no backing in 
law; b) there is no evidence 
to back the action of the au-
thority; c) the action is based 
on irrelevant and extrane-
ous consideration; d) the 
action is outrageous and so 
unreasonable that no rea-
sonable person in their wild-
est of dreams would reach to 
that particular conclusion.”

Most significantly, it mer-
its full attention that the 
Bench then very rightly 
mandates in para 23 holding 
that, “Testing the conditions 
of the impugned guidelines 
vis-à-vis the upper age limit 
and the deposition of annual 
fee of Rs. 10,000/- on the 
touchstone of the Wednes-
bury principle and the ratio 
laid down by the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court in case titled 
Rameshwar Prasad (VI) 
v. Union of India reported 
as (2006) 2 SCC p. 1, the 
same appear to be wholly 
unreasonable, in that, the 
skill cannot be restricted to 
a particular age especially 
in today’s advanced era 
and it does not further ap-
pear to be achieving any 
kind of object not to speak 
of a reasonable object. The 
condition in respect of de-
position of annual fee of 
Rs. 10,000/- also appears 
to be unreasonable as the 
petitioners are admittedly 
performing their profes-

sional duties in the tourist 
areas and are solely depen-
dent upon the tourist inflow 
which obviously lasts for 
only few months, therefore, 
a seasonal worker, depend-
ing solely on tourist inflow, 
cannot logically be earning 
as handsome an income as 
would bear the annual de-
position of Rs. 10,000/- for 
maintaining his registra-
tion.”

It would be worthwhile 
to mention that the Bench 
then underscores in para 25 
stating that, “Before part-
ing with the file, it needs to 
be emphasized here that 
during the course of argu-
ments certain observations 
were made by the court on 
24.11.2022 and while the 
judgment in the case was 
reserved, the learned coun-
sel for the respondents 
produced a copy of a com-
munication bearing No. LS/
DOF/F121/1182-83 dated 
25/11/2022 issued by the Di-
rector, Floriculture depart-
ment Kashmir, addressed 
to the Government Counsel, 
wherein it is reflected that 
the authorities shall be re-
viewing certain conditions 
of the impugned guidelines. 
The Government would be 
at liberty to take a fresh look 
at the impugned guidelines 
and pass any modification 
deemed appropriate in the 
facts and circumstances 
of the cases, taking into 
account the observations 
made by this Court in the 
instant judgment.”

What’s more, the Bench 
then holds in para 26 that, 

“Disposed of along with all 
CMs, on the above lines.”

Finally, the Bench then 
concludes by holding in 
para 27 that, “Registry shall 
place a copy of this judg-
ment on each file.”

In summary, the Jammu 
and Kashmir High Court 
must be definitely lauded 
most generously for mak-
ing it indubitably clear that 
skill cannot be restricted to 
a particular age especially 
in today’s advanced era and 
it does not further appear 
to be achieving any kind of 
object not to speak of a rea-
sonable object. No doubt, all 
the courts must certainly 
pay heed to what has been 
held in this leading case. No 
denying it!
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Iran has arrested a prominent actress Taraneh Alidoosti 
days after she criticized the execution of a man who was 
involved in the nationwide protests. Alidoosti had con-
demned the hanging of Mohsen Shekari, who was killed in 
December in the first known execution linked to the pro-
tests, according to CNN.

Taraneh Alidoosti was arrested as there was a “lack of 
evidence for her claims,” CNN reported citing Fars news 
agency. In November, Alidoosti shared a picture of herself 
on Instagram without the Islamic hijab and holding a sign 
reading “Women, Life, Freedom” to offer support for the 
protest movement. After Shekari’s execution, Taraneh Ali-
doosti in another post said, “Your silence means support-
ing tyranny and tyrants,” adding that “every international 
organization who is watching this bloodshed and not tak-
ing action, is a disgrace to humanity,” according to CNN. 
Since then, her account on Instagram has been deleted. 
She has featured in the 2016 Oscar-winning movie, “The 
Salesman” and has starred in various popular Iranian TV 
shows.

In its report on Alidoosti, Fars news agency said, “Some 
celebrities make claims without evidence and publish 
provocations and have been thus arrested,” according 
to CNN. The local rights group, Committee to Counter 
Violence Against Women in Iranian Cinema, in a post on 
Twitter said that it wasn’t clear which government depart-
ment had taken Alidoosti into custody.

Earlier in November, Taraneh Alidoosti denied reports 
that claimed that she had left Iran. Alidoosti announced 
that she planned to live in Iran and affirmed her support 
for the families of prisoners. According to CNN, Taraneh 
Alidoosti wrote, “I will stand by the families of prisoners 
and the killed and will demand justice for them. I will fight 
for my home and I will pay any cost to stand for my rights.” 
As per the news report, several Iranians have been sen-
tenced to death by execution during the nationwide pro-
tests which erupted after the death of 22-year-old woman 
Mahsa Amini. 
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North Korea launched 
two medium-range 
ballistic missiles into 

the East Sea on Sunday, Yon-
hap news agency said citing 
South Korean military.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff (JCS) said that it de-
tected the launches from the 
Tongchang-RI area, North 
Pyongan Province between 
11:13 am and 12:05 pm (local 
time). According to South 
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
the missiles were fired at 
steep angles and flew around 
500 kilometres. The JCS said 
that the intelligence authori-
ties of South Korea and the 
United States have been 
carrying out an analysis for 
other details with regards to 

North Korea’s recent missile 
activities.

Pyongyang’s latest missile 
attack comes a month after it 
launched an intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM) be-
lieved to be capable of reach-
ing the whole of the continen-

tal US, according to Yonhap 
news agency.

Earlier on Thursday, North 
Korea carried out an “impor-
tant test” on a “high-thrust 
solid-fuel” motor to create 
“another new-type strategic 
weapon system,” Yonhap 

news agency cited Korean 
Central News Agency.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff condemned North 
Korea’s missile launches and 
called it an “act of significant 
provocation” that under-
mines peace and stability in 
the Korean peninsula and the 
international community, as 
per the Yonhap news agency 
report. It stressed that the ac-
tion was a “clear” breach of 
the United Nations Security 
Council resolutions.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff underscored that Seoul 
will continue to maintain a 
readiness posture depending 
on its capabilities to respond 
“overwhelmingly” to any 
provocations by Pyongyang. 
South Korea’s JCS called on 
North Korea to stop carrying 
out such actions.

“We strongly condemned 
them and urge the North 
to immediately stop them,” 
Yonhap news agency quoted 
South Korea’s JCS as say-
ing in the message. Earlier 
in November, North Korea 
launched a ballistic missile, 
the Japanese Prime Minis-
ter’s Office said in a state-
ment. Pyongyang fired 
what seemed to be an inter-
continental ballistic missile 
(ICBM) eastward Friday, 
Yonhap news agency report-
ed citing a defense source.

Japanese Prime Minister’s 
Office tweeted, “[Emergen-
cy alert] North Korea has 
launched a suspected ballis-
tic missile. More updates to 
follow.” South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (JCS) earlier 
announced that NK fired an 
unspecified ballistic missile.

SOUTH KOREA REPORTS

‘NORTH KOREA lAUNcHES TwO 
mEdiUm-RANgE miSSilES iNTO EAST SEA’
TDG NETWORK
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Pyongyang’s latest missile attack comes a month after it 
launched an intercontinental ballistic missile.

Despite acknowledging the 
security challenges posed 
by China, John Kirby, US Na-
tional Security Council (NSC) 
Coordinator for Strategic 
Communications, has stated 
that Washington doesn’t want 
to see a conflict with Beijing.

“China also has continued 
to change the security envi-
ronment around the world. 
Now, as you’ve heard us say, 
we look at China as a strate-
gic competitor. We don’t want 
to see conflict with China,” 
said John Kirby, National 
Security Council (NSC) Co-
ordinator for Strategic Com-
munications in an interview 
with American broadcaster 

Voice of America (VOA) on 
December 16. White House 
official’s comments on China 
come as the State Department 
launched the new Office of 
China Coordination to help 
manage competition between 
Washington and Beijing.

“And yet, we have to be 
ready for the security chal-
lenges that China has posed 
in the information environ-
ment in 2022, including their 
efforts to achieve a new nor-
mal with respect to Taiwan 
in the wake of recent activity 
there in Taiwan,” he added.

On Friday, US Secretary of 
State Antony J. Blinken pre-
sided over the launch of the 
new Office of China Coordi-
nation, informally known as 
China House. 

SEcURiTY cHAllENgES

US dON’T wANT TO SEE 
cONflicT wiTH cHiNA:  
wHiTE HOUSE OfficiAl

ANTi-HiJAB PROTESTS

Iran arrests 
prominent actress 
Taraneh Alidoosti 

ASSEmBlY diSSOlUTiON

‘wE ARE AfRAid THAT THE cOUNTRY iS SiNKiNg’ 
wARNS fORmER PAK Pm imRAN KHAN
Former Pakistan Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on 
Saturday warned that his 
“country is sinking” as he 
announced that PTI gov-
ernments in Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
provinces will dissolve their 
assemblies on December 23 
to pave the way for fresh 
polls.

“Till the time free and fair 
elections are not held, we 
are all afraid that the coun-
try (Pakistan) is sinking,” 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chairman Im-
ran said in a video address 
with Punjab Chief Minister 
Parvez Elahi and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Mahmood Khan by his 
side. Imran Khan also reit-
erated his demand for free 
and fair elections, warning 
the country might sink oth-
erwise. He said free and fair 
elections were the only solu-
tion to Pakistan’s problems 
and said the government 
was “afraid” of new elec-
tions due to the fear of los-
ing, Dawn reported.

“Once we dissolve both 
the assemblies, we will 
hold elections in the prov-
inces. Also, our 123-125 Na-
tional Assembly members -- 
whose resignations have not 
been accepted -- will ask the 

speaker inside the assembly 
to accept their resignations,” 
he said.

Elaborating on the PTI’s 
plan of action after dissolv-
ing the assemblies, Imran 
said, “Then we will prepare 
for elections after that and 
our around 130 seats in the 
National Assembly, we will 
go to the NA speaker and 
demand him to accept our 
resignations instead of pick-
ing a few.”

Addressing the people of 
Pakistan, the PTI chief said 
the nation to refrain from 
being disappointed, say-
ing it was akin to “running 
away from our duty to so-
ciety, the Dawn newspaper 
reported.

He said a “lesson should 
be taught through elections” 
to the government and deal 
it “such a defeat that the 
names of these thieves are 
wiped out forever”. Im-
ran Khan said the country 
would “stand up” when 
“tough decisions” would be 

taken, not about increases in 
prices, but, “restructuring 
institutions and establish-
ing justice in the country”.

At the beginning of his 
address, Imran Khan be-
moaned about the country’s 
current economic situation 
under the Shehbaz Sharif 
government. Imran said a 

government with a fresh 
mandate and the nation’s 
support behind it would 
be able to raise its stature, 
Dawn reported.

He said the country need-
ed “fresh and fair elections 
as we fear the country is 
drowning.” On his ouster 
from power in April via 

a no-confidence motion, 
the PTI chief asked, “My 
question today is, who was 
responsible for this regime 
change?” He blamed Paki-
stan’s former chief of army 
staff General (retd) Qamar 
Javed Bajwa for being in-
volved in the “conspiracy” 
hatched against his party.

HUmAN RigHTS wATcH

ATROciTiES

dATA THEfT

‘Xi JiNPiNg, cHiNESE cOmmUNiST PARTY 
HAS fAllEN iNTO A cENSORSHiP TRAP’

mYSTERiOUS KilliNg Of fORmER AfgHAN 
SEcURiTY OfficERS cONTiNUES

US lawmaker says Huawei trying to 
dominate 5G, steal data of Americans

In the wake of recent nationwide protests 
in China against COVID curbs, US-based 
China analyst Ge Chen said the emergence 
of dissent in the Communist party-ruled 
country is surprising, even considering the 
vast distaste for COVID-19 lockdowns and 
the strong reaction to the aftermath of the 
fire in Urumqi.

“The Diplomat magazine. Ge Chen, who is 
an assistant professor in Global Media and 
Information Law at Durham Law School, ar-
gued that “Xi and his party have fallen into a 
censorship trap.”

Demonstrators held blank banners - to 
evade arrest and minimize risk - and chant-
ed slogans such as “Down with Communist 
Party” and “Down with Xi Jinping”, the 
country’s leader, according to New York-
based Human Rights Watch (HRW).

The mysterious killing of for-
mer Afghan national security 
forces continues despite the 
general amnesty announced 
with the reemergence of the 
Taliban to power in August 
2021, The Khaama Press 
News Agency reported citing 

independent sourcesUnder 
the announcement made by 
the Taliban after the takeover 
of Kabul, all Afghan military 
personnel who served for dif-
ferent security entities of the 
previous regime were barred 
from being detained, tortured, 
or imprisoned, the Afghan 
news agency said. However, 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) 

has reported that the sum-
mary killings and enforced 
disappearances have taken 
place despite the Taliban’s an-
nounced amnesty for former 
government civilian and mili-
tary officials and reassurances 
from the Taliban leadership 
that they would hold their 
forces accountable for viola-
tions of the amnesty order.

Highlighting the dire threat 
posed by Chinese compa-
nies to US national secu-
rity, Senator Tom Cotton 
accused the Chinese tech 
giant Huawei of attempting 
to dominate 5G technology 
and stealing Americans’ 
data.

“We cannot allow Huawei 
and the Chinese Commu-
nist Party to have access to 
Americans’ personal data 
and our country’s most 
sensitive defence systems. 
We must address the dire 
threat these Chinese com-
panies pose to our national 
security,” Cotton said in a 
statement. He made these 
remarks on Tuesday as a 
bipartisan group of US law-
makers introduced a bill 
titled “NETWORKS Act” 
to sanction China’s Huawei 
Technologies and Chinese 

5G companies.
Senator Tom Cotton (R-

Arkansas) introduced a bill 
with Sens. Chris Van Hol-
len (D-Maryland), Chuck 
Schumer (D-New York) 
and Rick Scott (R-Florida) 
to severely sanction Chi-
nese technology company 
Huawei and other untrust-

worthy Chinese 5G produc-
ers who engage in economic 
espionage against the Unit-
ed States.

“Foreign companies that 
spy on the U.S. and violate 
our laws should face severe 
consequences. Huawei is a 
repeat offender. This bipar-
tisan bill will bolster our 
national defences by fur-
ther sanctioning Huawei 
and other similar bad ac-
tors seeking to undermine 
our security,” said Van Hol-
len.

This bill would add these 
entities to the US Trea-
sury Department’s Spe-
cially Designated Nationals 
(SDN) List, which would 
effectively freeze them from 
accessing the U.S. financial 
system. Congressman Mike 
Gallagher (WI-08) intro-
duced companion legisla-
tion in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

In October, the Depart-

ment of Justice charged two 
Chinese intelligence offi-
cials for collaborating with 
Huawei to obstruct the fed-
eral government’s investi-
gation of the company.

The FBI also recently re-
vealed that Huawei gear 
was found in cell towers 
near several U.S. nuclear 
missile bases and that sig-
nals from these towers 
could interfere with the 
U.S. nuclear arsenal. Scott 
said that he is proud to in-
troduce the NETWORKS 
Act which will implement 
strict sanctions on compa-
nies like Huawei that spy 
on Americans and put our 
national security at risk.

“I’ve been very clear about 
the threat we face from 
technology companies con-
trolled by Communist China 
and other enemies that are 
known for espionage and 
theft of American technolo-
gy,” the US lawmaker added.

US National Security Senator 
Tom Cotton

top of the day

dEATH TOll RiSES 
TO 23 iN mAlAYSiA 
lANdSlidE 
KUALA LUMPUR: The 
death toll following a 
landslide at a campsite 
in Batang Kali has risen 
to 23, while 10 people are 
still missing on Satur-
day, reported Cnn. The 
authorities have identified 
six bodies so far, state 
media agency Bernama 
reported, citing Malay-
sia’s national Disaster 
Management Agency. The 
landslide in Batang Kali 
in Selangor state, north of 
the capital, Kuala Lumpur, 
occurred in the early 
hours local time Friday, 
tearing down a hillside 
into an organic farm with 
camping facilities, the 
state fire and rescue de-
partment said. Teh Lynn 
Xuan, 22, said she was 
camping with 40 others 
when the landslide struck. 
She said one of her broth-
ers died, while another is 
in the hospital, reported 
Cnn. “i heard a loud 
sound like thunder, but 
it was the rocks falling,” 
she told Malay-language 
daily Berita Haria.

fOUR cOPS KillEd 
iN TERRORiST 
ATTAcK iN 
PAKiSTAN 
iSLAMABAD: At least four 
policemen were killed and 
four were injured after 
terrorists attacked Lakki 
Marwat’s Bargi police sta-
tion in Kyber-Pakhtunkh-
wa, The express Tribune 
reported on Sunday. 
According to police 
officials, the attackers 
threw hand grenades 
and rockets toward the 
police station in a fierce 
exchange between the 
police and the terrorists. 
Post the incident, the po-
lice force reached the spot 
and initiated a search in 
the area. As per sources, 
head Constable ibrahim, 
imran, Khairur Rahman, 
and Sabz Ali were killed 
while gul Sahib Khan, 
Balqiyaz, Amir nawaz, 
and Farman Ullah were 
injured in the incident, 
reported The express 
Tribune. The attack was 
condemned by Pakistan’s 
President Arif Alvi who 
prayed for the elevation of 
the ranks of those killed 
and the speedy recovery 
of those injured.

gRAmmY-
wiNNiNg 
SONgwRiTER 
SHiRlEY EiKHARd 
PASSES AwAY 
WASHingTOn: Songwrit-
er behind Bonnie Raitt’s 
grammy-winning 1991 hit 

‘Something to Talk About,’ 
Shirley eikhard passed 
away at 67 on Thursday at 
Headwaters Health Care 
Centre in Orangeville, 
Ontario due to cancer 
complications. 
emmylou Harris, Anne 
Murray, and Chet Atkins 
were among the artists 
who covered eikhard’s 
tunes in addition to Raitt. 
in 1985, eikard wrote 

“Something to Talk About,” 
although he first had 
problems getting it rec-
ognised for its potential. 
A number of years later, 
Raitt left eikhard a mes-
sage on his phone stating 
that she had just recorded 
the song from a demo 
that eikhard had received. 
The song, which spent  
20 weeks and peaked at 
no. 5  Hot 100, was the 
lead single from Raitt’s 
1991 album Luck of the 
Draw.
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Pakistan Tehreek-e-insaf (PTi) Chairman 
imran Khan has said that the “gang of 
corrupt” got clean chits under the national 
Reconciliation Ordinance (nRO) ii granted 
to them by former army chief general 
Qamar javed Bajwa, local media reported.
The former Prime Minister made the 
remarks in the backdrop of Salman She-
hbaz’s return to the country after ending 
over four years of self-imposed exile in 
London, according to The news interna-
tional. Khan said that gen (retd) Bajwa 
committed cruelty by granting an nRO-ii 
to the “gang of corrupt” elements.
Slamming the former army chief, the PTi 
chief reiterated that his government was 
toppled under a conspiracy and thieves 
were imposed on the country, the report 
said.
“Salman Shehbaz, who was an absconder 
in Maqsood Chaprasi case, has also 
returned and giving lectures to us, while 
nawaz Sharif is planning to return,” Khan 

said according to The news international.
Cases against Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari and his 
sister Faryal Talpur have been quashed, 
the former prime minister added.
“justice rules in human society, while 
the rule of power prevails in a society of 
animals,” he added.
in his address a day earlier, the former 
prime minister had lamented his helpless-
ness and said that when he was in power, 
former army chief general
Bajwa asked him to focus on economy and 
not accountability.
“gen (retd) Bajwa told me to grant nRO ii 
to the then-opposition when [the govern-
ment had to pass laws related to the] 
Financial Action Task Force. it was gen 
Bajwa who gave nRO ii to the then-
opposition,”The news international report 
said.
imran Khan had earlier accused general 
Bajwa of playing a “double game” with his 
government. Khan accepted that he com-
mitted a “big mistake” by extending the 
general Bajwa’s tenure in 2019.

gEN BAJwA gAvE clEAN cHiT TO ‘gANg Of cORRUPT’ 
viA REcONciliATiON ORdiNANcE: imRAN KHAN
TDG NETWORK
iSLAMABAD
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BAILOUT PACKAGE

Sri Lanka witnesses 
economic, political crisis 
and mass protests in 2022

A group of legislators from 15 legislatures 
globally have called on their respective 
governments to investigate and suspend 
commercial activities with companies 
providing the Chinese government with 
technologies to carry out biometric sur-
veillance in the Uyghur region, Tibet and 
elsewhere in China.

“We, members of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Alliance on China (IPAC), write to express 
our deep concern at the use of mass DNA 
collection by the government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China (PRC) to enhance 
its surveillance on minorities, especially 
in the Tibetan and Uyghur regions,” two 
dozen Parliamentarians said in a joint let-
ter. The Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on 
China (IPAC) is an international, cross-
party alliance of parliamentarians from 
democratic countries focused on relations 
with the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 

Signatories to the letter, belonging to the 
Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China, in-
clude Anna Fotyga MEP, Australian Sena-
tor Claire Chandler, Canadian MP Arif Vi-

rani, Irish Senator Michael McDowell, MP 
Simon O’Connor from New Zealand and 
MP Lord James Bethell from the United 
Kingdom.

Reports by Human Rights Watch and 
other groups have indicated that, since 
June 2016, the PRC authorities have con-
ducted a mass DNA collection program in 
the Tibet Autonomous Region, reaching up 
to one-third of Tibet’s total population - in-
cluding many children. According to IPAC, 
investigations have revealed that at least 
one American company, Thermo Fisher, is 
known to be supplying DNA profiling kits 
to police in the Tibet Autonomous Region. 
In a statement, the IPAC said that the mass 
DNA collection campaign in Tibet and Xin-
jiang constitutes a gross interference with 
the right to privacy and human rights and 
represents a form of social control directed 
against Tibetan people, who are already 
subject to intense state surveillance and 
repression. 

Following these revelations, IPAC EU 
Member Engin Eroglu MEP said: “Beijing’s 
mass DNA harvesting constitutes an un-
acceptable interference with the right to 
privacy and human rights.

SURVEILLANCE

Lawmakers call for 
Sanctions against firms 
for DNA harvesting 

BANGLADESH WAR

IN PAKISTAN

‘PAKISTANI GENERALS STILL NOT HELD 
ACCOUNTABLE fOR EVENTS Of 1971’

CANADIAN MINISTER RESPONDS TO 
WORLD SINDHI CONGRESS PETITION 
ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES 

Pakistani generals 
have not been held 
accountable for the 

events of 1971 even after 50 
years since the Bengal Lib-
eration War, according to 
The Friday Times.

Urdu was supported as 
the official language of Paki-
stan while neglecting East 
Pakistan’s demand to make 
Bangla one of the main lan-
guages. Four students were 
killed in Dhaka on February 
21, 1952, after they protested 
and called for the recognition 
of Bangla as one of East Paki-
stan’s main languages, ac-
cording to The Friday Times, 
adding further that, Post-
Pakistan’s independence in 
1947, Pakistan’s government 
and military didn’t consider 
Bengalis as worthy members 
of the society. In 1956, Bangla 
was finally recognized as an 

official language under the 
newly-formed Islamic Re-
public’s constitution. Pro-
tests against West Pakistan’s 
highhandedness had, how-
ever, become a regular occur-
rence in East Pakistan.

According to The Friday 
Times, the 1971 genocide 
was destructive to Paki-
stan’s reputation. Pakistan’s 
generals however still don’t 

recognize the mass massa-
cre they sponsored 50 years 
ago. West Pakistan under the 
leadership of General Tikka 
Khan and General Khan 
Niazi, was responsible for 
the deaths of over three mil-
lion Bengalis, and the rape 
of some 400,000 women 
across the region.

The Bengali Taka’s buying 
power is now double that 

of the Pakistani rupee. The 
Republic of Bangladesh has 
long forgotten its relation in 
adversity, choosing instead 
to thrive, states The Friday 
Times report.

Recently, Deputy Per-
manent Representative of 
Bangladesh to the United 
Nations in Geneva Sanchita 
Haque demanded the recog-
nition of the 1971 Genocide 

committed by the Pakistani 
Army.

While addressing a side 
event at the UN on Mon-
day, Haque said, “The Ban-
gladesh government has 
declared 25th March as 
Genocide Day. Bangladesh 
condemns genocides com-
mitted anywhere, every-
where. We will continue 
to raise our voices against 
genocide and demand jus-
tice and accountability for 
the victims of genocide. We 
will also continue working 
for the recognition of the 1971 
genocide,” BSS (Bangladesh 
Sangbad Sangstha) news 
agency reported

On March 25, 1971, Paki-
stan Army launched ‘Opera-
tion Searchlight’, wherein a 
planned military operation 
was carried out by the Paki-
stani Army and its military 
deliberately harmed hun-
dreds of thousands of Ban-
gladeshi citizens. 

Canadian Minister of For-
eign Affairs Melanie Joly has 
responded to the World Sin-
dhi Congress parliamentary 
petition regarding Notan Lal 
case and other human rights 
issues in Pakistan. Her re-
sponse comes after the World 
Sindhi Congress (WSC) sub-
mitted a parliamentary peti-
tion in Canada on September 
21.

Canada’s MP Garnett 
Genuis presented the peti-
tion in the parliament about 
the Notan Lal case, misuse 
of blasphemy law against 
minorities, abduction, and 
forced conversion of young 
girls to Islam, World Sindhi 
Congress said in a Facebook 
post. In response to the peti-
tion, Melanie Joly in a state-
ment said, “We recognize 
that these cases of child, 
early, and forced marriages 
continue to be an issue in 
Pakistan. The promotion and 
protection of human rights, 
including the rights of the 
child, freedom of religion 
or belief and freedom of ex-
pression, is an integral part 
of Canada’s foreign policy.”

She further said, “It is also a 
priority in Canada’s engage-
ment with Pakistan. The 
High Commission of Canada 
to Pakistan is aware of and 

following the Notan Lal case 
in collaboration with like-
minded countries.” World 
Sindhi Congress expressed 
gratitude to Genuis and Joly 
for their support,” according 
to World Sindhi Congress.

The World Sindhi Congress 
in a Facebook post stated that 
they will continue to raise 
their voice against human 
rights violations in Sindh, in-
cluding systematic discrimi-
nation of Hindus in Sindh 
in all international forms. 
While presenting the petition 
in the parliament, Garnett 
Genuis said, “The petition 
is about a very serious issue. 
It’s on the situation in Paki-
stan, particularly on Paki-
stan’s blasphemy law. United 
States Commission on Inter-

national Religious Freedom 
notes that the blasphemy law 
has contributed egregiously 
human rights abuses...and 
overall atmosphere of intol-
erance for religious minori-
ties often leading to violence 
and discrimination.”

He further said, “Petition-
ers particularly highlight-
ing the case of Notan Lal, 
the owner, and principal of 
a private school in Ghotki 
Pakistan who was detained 
and charged under the blas-
phemy law after a student 
falsely accused him. Petition-
ers note that a very high per-
centage of blasphemy targets 
minorities such as Ahmadi-
yya Muslims, Hindus, and 
Christians. The arrest of No-
tan Lal was followed by riots 
and violent attacks on local 
Hindu temples.”

Garnett Genuis said, “Peti-
tioners also note that abduc-
tion and forced marriage of 
women and girls of minority 
communities, in particular, 
Hindu girls from the Sindh 
region of Pakistan as being 
an element of human rights 
abuses that were seen. Peti-
tioners, therefore, call upon 
the government of Pakistan 
to combat the abduction and 
forced marriage of women 
and girls from minority com-
munities, to condemn the im-
prisonment of Notan Lal and 
the blasphemy law.”

Sri Lanka which is currently 
facing an economic crisis is 
waiting for International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
formally approve USD 2.9 
billion bailout package be-
fore year-end.

The officials of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
and the Sri Lankan authori-
ties on September 1 reached 
a staff-level agreement to 
support the economic poli-
cies of the island nation 
with a 48-month arrange-
ment under the Extended 
Fund Facility of about 
USD 2.9 million, The Daily 
Mirror reported. The IMF 
said that debt relief from 
Sri Lanka’s creditors and 
additional financing from 
multilateral partners will 
be needed for debt sustain-
ability and closing financ-
ing gaps. It further stated 
that the financial assurance 
to restore debt sustainabil-
ity from Sri Lanka’s official 
creditors and making an ef-
fort for collaborative agree-
ment with private creditors 
is important before the IMF 
can give financial assistance 
to the island nation. Notably, 
the main creditors of Sri 
Lanka include Japan, China 
and India.

Here is a look back at how 

the crisis unfolded in the is-
land nation.

According to Sri Lanka’s 
local media outlet The Daily 
Mirror, the economic crisis 
in the island nation was 
caused by “several years of 
mismanagement, corrup-
tion, shortsighted policy-
making, and an overall lack 
of good governance.”

Insufficient foreign re-
serves at Sri Lanka’s Cen-
tral Bank and loss of access 
to international capital 
markets led to the country 
defaulting on debt for the 
first time in history. In ad-
dition, unchecked external 
borrowings, tax cuts that in-
creased the budget deficit, a 
restriction on the import of 
chemical fertilizer and the 
abrupt floating of the Sri 
Lankan rupee are a few of 
the elements that caused the 
economy to collapse.

The economic crisis was 
aggravated by the Covid-19 
pandemic as the island na-
tion’s economy is dependent 
on its tourism sector. Nota-
bly, the economic crisis in 
Sri Lanka sparked mass 
protests that forced then-
President Gotabaya Raj-
apaksa to flee the country. 
He moved out of the coun-
try after protesters stormed 
his official residence as the 
island nation witnessed an 
acute shortage of food, fuel, 

and other essentials.
The people of Sri Lanka 

demanded the resignation 
of President Gotabaya Raj-
apaksa and Prime Minister 
Mahinda Rajapaksa as they 
blamed their government 
for the mismanagement of 
the country’s economy.

Earlier in March, thou-
sands of Sri Lankans facing 
power cuts and shortages 
of essentials held protests 
near the Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s 
private residence in Miri-
hana. Protesters raised the 
demand that the President 
should “go home” and called 
for addressing the crisis wit-
nessed in the nation. People 
were seen holding placards 
saying “Gota Go Home” and 
shouting slogans against the 
government. Security was 
beefed up in order to stop 
protesters from entering 
the President’s residence. 
People held protests against 
the rising cost of living, gas 
and fuel shortages and long 
power cuts.

On April 3, the entire cabi-
net of 26 ministers except 
for Prime Minister Mahin-
da Rajapaksa resigned from 
their ministerial portfolios 
amid the economic crisis. 
On April 5, President Gota-
baya Rajapaksa appointed 
four ministers to maintain 
the stability of Parliament.

Post Pakistan’s independence, Pak govt and military didn’t consider Bengalis as worthy members.

Chinese video surveillance company 
Hikvision has been advertising ethnic 
recognition features as part of its new 
batch of security updates, reported 
The Hongkong Post. Many world 
leaders are thus questioning if the firm 
should be allowed to function within 
the domestic markets.

Hikvision has since long faced criti-
cism for its failure in upholding secure 
networks for international clients. The 
company faces several espionage al-
legations across different countries. 
The UK government as a result of the 
allegations put a blanket ban on Chi-
nese cameras in governmental build-
ings. The government later called for 
an absolute ban on the sale and use of 
security cameras made by Hikvision 

and Dahua, both partly owned by the 
Chinese government.

According to a report in The Hong-
kong Post, these actions were not in 
isolation, they came at a time when 
the U.S had already warned na-
tions around the world that Chinese 
tech firms posed significant security 
threats, one which if not prevented, 
can prove to be detrimental to their 
vital national security interests. 

The report also said that Hikvi-
sion had been placed on US’s trading 
blacklist in 2019 after the Commerce 
department claimed that the compa-
ny in question had played a collusive 
hand in Human Rights abuses and 
had implemented China’s repressive 
campaigns against its domestic eth-
nic minority communities In view of 
Hikvision’s links with the Chinese 

military, Former US President Don-
ald Trump signed an order banning 
American companies and individuals 
from investing in the firm. Moreover, 
during the same time a provision was 
included in the National Defence Au-
thorization Act prohibiting federal 
agencies from indulging in video sur-
veillance contracts with Hikvision, re-
ported The Hong Kong Post. Recently, 
the United States banned the import 
or sale of new communications equip-
ment from China’s Huawei Technolo-
gies and ZTE, citing national security 
threats.

“The FCC said it has adopted new 
rules prohibiting communications 
equipment deemed to pose an unac-
ceptable risk to national security from 
being authorized for importation or 
sale in the US.  

Amid the recent surge in 
cross-border clashes with 
Afghanistan, Pakistani Sen-
ator Farook Naek has called 
for revisiting the country’s 
strategy towards the Taliban 
regime.

During Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, Senator Naek ex-
pressed serious reservations 
over the attack on the Paki-
stani head of mission in Ka-
bul earlier this month, Dawn 
newspaper reported. “We act 
as spokesperson of Afghani-
stan in the world against 
the wishes of the West, but 

on the contrary, the Afghan 
government often opposes 
Pakistan and raises guns 
against us which is very un-
fortunate,” Naek deplored 
and emphasised the need 
to revisit the policy towards 
Afghanistan. The Pakistani 
senator was quoted as say-
ing by Dawn.

On Friday, Pakistan’s for-
eign office summoned the 
Afghan officials in Islamabad 
and issued a “strong con-
demnation” over the recent 
incidents of cross-border 
shelling in the Chaman-Spin 
Boldak area.

“Afghan Charge d’Affaires 
in Islamabad was called 
into the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. Pakistan’s strong 
condemnation over recent 
incidents of unprovoked 
cross-border shelling by Af-
ghan Border Security Forces 
in the Chaman-Spin Boldak 

area, resulting in loss of life, 
injuries and damage to prop-
erty, was conveyed,” the Pak-
istan foreign ministry said in 
a statement. “It was reiterat-
ed that protection of civilians 
remained the responsibility 
of both sides and that recur-
rence of these incidents must 
be prevented. It was agreed 
to use established institu-
tional mechanisms in this re-
gard,” the statement added.

This statement comes after 
armed clashes erupted be-
tween security forces from 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
at the border in Chaman, 
leaving at least one dead and 
15 others injured, the Dawn 
newspaper reported.

SECURITY UPDATE BORDER CLASHES

Chinese video surveillance company Hikvision 
advertises ethnic recognition features
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Every year on December 18, the world marks International 
Migrants Day, a day set aside to recognize the important 
contribution of migrants while highlighting the challenges 
they face.

“1 in every 30 people in the World is a migrant. Sunday’s 
#MigrantsDay is an opportunity to celebrate the millions 
of migrants that are integral members of the societies in 
which they live, and their contributions to both their home 
& host countries,” the UN tweeted. In recent years, con-
flict, insecurity, and the effects of climate change, war and 
conflict have heavily contributed to the forced movement 
whether within countries or across borders. In 2020 over 
281 million people were international migrants while over 
59 million people were internally displaced by the end of 
2021.

Regardless of the reasons that compel people to move, 
migrants and displaced people represent some of the most 
vulnerable and marginalized groups in society, and are of-
ten exposed to abuse and exploitation, have limited access 
to essential services including healthcare, and are faced 
with xenophobic attacks and stigma fueled by misinforma-
tion, according to UN.

On the other hand, many migrant workers are often in 
temporary, informal, or unprotected jobs, which exposes 
them to a greater risk of insecurity, layoffs, and poor work-
ing conditions. Due to the persistent lack of safe and regu-
lar migration pathways, millions continue to take perilous 
journeys each year. Since 2014 more than 50,000 migrants 
have lost their lives on migratory routes worldwide. De-
spite this, migrants have proven to be a source of prosper-
ity, innovation, and sustainable development to countries 
of origin, transit, and host countries.

“Their financial contribution through remittance of-
fers a lifeline to families and spur local markets especially 
those of Low- and Middle-Income Countries while their 
role in the labour market remains invaluable as evident on 
the frontline of the COVID-19 pandemic response. Their 
knowledge, networks, and skills have greatly contributed 
to the development of resilient communities,” the UN said.

MIGRANTS CONTRIBUTION 

UN COMMEMORATES 
INTERNATIONAL 
MIGRANTS DAY 
TDG NeTwork 
new yOrk



news plus the daily guardian review
monday |  19 december 2022
new delhi12

An outer view of 
the Sela Pass 
tunnel which 

will provide 
all-weather 

connectivity to 
Tawang, is being 
constructed atop 

13,000 feet, on 
Sunday. 

ALL WEATHER CONNECTIVITY

#ARGENTINAVSFRANCE

BATTLE OF THE TITANS: 
MESSI VS MBAPPE 
FIFA fever has taken over the world. Fans around the 
globe are rooting for their favourite team to win. After 63 
matches, only Argentina and France are left in the race 
for the World Cup title. France had won the previous 
World Cup, defeating Croatia. Lionel Messi, who will 
play his final match for Argentina at the World Cup, is 
hoping to end his tournament career with the trophy he 
has long sought after.

By trending the hashtag #ArgentinavsFrance, netizens 
demonstrated their overwhelming support for Argen-
tina. One of the netizens tweeted, “I hope it’s a good final 
between Argentina and France! I would like both teams 
to play with risk, express themselves on the biggest 
stage, and try to win the game in 90 minutes.”

Whereas another user posted, “Kylian Mbappe vs. 
Lionel Messi. France vs. Argentina, Battle of the Titans. 
Who will carry the World Cup trophy home. The final 
whistle will decide. Life is a prize. Today’s Cup final will 
be between life and death. France and Argentina show 
the world that life asks for passage.”

“India believes 
in the ideology 
of Vasudaiva 
Kutumbakam, 
which talks 
about helping 
not just own 
countrymen, but 
also the people 
of the world.”

— MANSUKH MANDAVIYA

BRAIN-PICKING 

Union Health Minister, on Saturday addressed the meeting of Integrative 
Approach to Health and Wellbeing 2022 at Kanha Shanti Vanam..

PALS 

Shah Rukh Khan reveals his 
favourite Salman Khan film

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

During a Saturday social media conversation with his fol-
lowers, Shah Rukh Khan mentioned his favourite Salman 
Khan film.

During the #AskSRK session, which SRK hosted, a fan 
asked him about Salman Khan and which Salman Khan film 
was his favorite. Someone tweeted, “What is your favourite 
@beingsalmankhan film? #AskSRK, “Bajrangi Bhaijaan,” 
SRK responded.”

Shah Rukh Khan and Salman Khan got into a major argu-
ment at Katrina Kaif’s birthday in 2008, which left the two 
celebrities on bad terms. However, over time, their differ-
ences were resolved, and they were able to work together on 
screen for the first time since their argument in “Tubelight” 
in 2017. Even during Aryan Khan’s arrest, Salman paid a 
visit to Shah Rukh Khan’s home.

Salman will also be seen doing a cameo in SRK’s upcoming 
movie, ‘Pathaan’. The film also stars Deepika Padukone and 
John Abraham. Shah Rukh portrays a gun-toting spy with 
a licence to kill in the action-thriller film.

Makers of ‘Pathaan’ unveiled the first song, ‘Besharam 
Rang’ on Monday, which got massive responses from the au-
dience. There were also those who found ‘Besharam Rang’ 
objectionable over the use of saffron and green costumes.

TDG NETWORK
JAMMU AND KASHMIR                  

INNOVATION

With his exception-
al inventions, a 
septuagenarian 

innovator from the Bandipo-
ra district of North Kashmir 
has challenged preconceived 
notions of rural life.

Muhammad Ismail Mir, 
also known as “Kashmiri 
Newton,” a native of Wata-
pora, has been innovating 
since he was young and 
has been successful in his 
endeavours. Ismail claimed 
that he continued to at-
tend school until the 12th 
grade but had to drop out 
due to financial difficul-
ties. Ismail insisted that, 
despite this, he has always 
fostered a passion for tech-
nological advancements. 
Ismail left school and en-
rolled at the ITI to pursue 
a technical education, but 
he had to leave early since 
he would constantly argue 
with his professor and risk 
having the matter brought 
up with the authorities.

Ismail developed an auto-

matic respirator in 2019 that 
is a huge help to seriously ill 
patients. It allows the patient 
to receive therapy without 
the need for a healthcare 
professional or anyone else 
to constantly pump the air 
device.

Ismail claimed that the 
automated respirator was 
accepted by the Harvard 
Medical School in Boston, 
USA. “I acquired a recogni-
tion certificate from Har-

vard Medical School and a 
money prize of Rs. 5,000 for 
constructing this automated 
respirator model,” he stated.

Encouraged by recogni-
tion by the Harvard Medi-
cal School, Ismail said that 
when the second wave of 
COVID was at its peak 
and everybody was yearn-
ing for oxygen, he crafted 
a blueprint for an oxygen 
concentrator. “I established 
an oxygen concentrator 

as there was tremendous 
demand for it due to the 
COVID pandemic. Thus, I 
imagined that if some com-
pany started manufacturing 
it here, I will make a plan,” 
he stated.

Ismail has generated a 
diversity of electronic pro-
totypes previously as well. 
His undertakings have 
been extensively valued, by 
the public and by healthcare 
professionals.

Despite the death of his 
eldest son, Dr. Jamsheed, to 
cancer in 2019, Ismail did 
not stop pursuing his inven-
tive nature. Several friends 
of his late son have set up 
an in-situ ‘fab lab’ worth 
Rs 5 lakh at his residence in 
Bandipora.

Ismail recently modi-
fied Kashmir’s traditional 
winter heating gadget, the 
kangri, and augmented its 
productivity, making it ap-
propriate for use in any kind 
of weather, which he claims 
will not merely be limited to 
winter use but could also be 
utilised as a cooling system 
in the summer season.

KASHMIRI‘NEWTON’: MAN BEHIND 
AUTOMATED RESPIRATOR

Muhammad Ismail Mir

The other ‘Lionel’ behind Argentina’s wins
CONCEALED

Argentina’s outstanding campaign at 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup has been 
centred on star striker forward Lio-
nel Messi, who is competing in his 
final World Cup, but there is another, 
lesser-known Lionel who also played 
a significant role in the team’s success.

Argentina will be led by Lionel Scalo-
ni in the World Cup final when they 
take on reigning champions France, 
and he will be hoping that the ideas 
and tactics he has carefully devised 
will help his team win. The other 
Lionel in the team’s recent success is 
barely mentioned, despite the coach’s 
meticulous preparation of a squad that 
had a 35-match unbeaten streak going 
into the World Cup.

Lionel Scaloni played with Deportivo 
de la Corua on the right side of the field 

for the majority of his playing career in 
Spain (either in defence or attack). He 
was selected for the 2006 Argentina 
World Cup team, which fell to Ger-
many in the quarterfinals on penalties.

Despite having minimal experience, 

Scaloni was appointed in 2018 to man-
age Argentina, one of the most difficult 
jobs in international sports. Scaloni 
was a young coach at his local Mallorca 
amateur club until 2016.

Famed football player Diego Mara-
dona even said he would “go to the mo-
torcycling World Cup, not the football 
one” in response to Scaloni’s appoint-
ment. However, Scaloni is no longer the 
target of jokes just four years later, with 
one Copa America victory under his 
belt and a World Cup championship in 
his sights.

One thing that has distinguished 
Argentina during this World Cup is 
the sense of togetherness the team has 
exuded, with players who appear to be 
just as content off the field as they are 
when they are winning together.

Scaloni had an impressive 35-match 
winning streak.

Lionel Scaloni 
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Bacteria that live on mosquitoes
UNCOVERING

To avoid getting bitten by mosquitoes, 
avoid them at all costs. However, a recent 
study from North Carolina State Uni-
versity contends that another advantage 
of mosquitoes’ bacteria-filled exteriors 
may be the ability to keep a swatter close 
at hand.

The ground-breaking research, which 
was released in PLOS ONE, looked at 
mosquitoes located in residences in 
the Ivory Coast region of Africa’s Cote 
d’Ivoire. “When you’re exposed to mos-
quitoes, you worry about blood feeding,” 
said R. Michael Roe, William Neal Reyn-
olds Distinguished Professor of Entomol-
ogy at NC State and co-corresponding au-
thor of the study. “Our hypothesis is that 

mosquitoes can physically transfer bac-
teria by landing on you or by defecating 
on household surfaces as flies do. They 
may not, but no one has studied it before.”

Research collaborators at the Centre Su-
isse de Recherches Scientifiques collected 
79 adult female Anopheles coluzzii mos-

quitoes from homes in a rice-producing 
province in Cote d’Ivoire. The mosquitoes 
were sent to NC State for analysis of the 
microbiome inside and on external body 
surfaces. Some of the findings were sur-
prising.

The researchers also found—for the 
first time in the academic literature—
Fructobacillus, which is generally found 
in nectar sources like flowers and bee-
hives, pointing to mosquitoes visiting 
those plants or nectar sources, said 
Kaiying Chen, an NC State postdoctoral 
researcher and first author of the paper.

Perhaps more ominously, the research-
ers also found large amounts of Staphylo-
coccus and two variants of Rickettsia. The 
genus of these bacteria is associated with 
human and animal diseases.

TRIUMPH

SHARVARI’S SISTER KASTURI 
DESIGNS A SPECIAL CABINET 
TO SHOWCASE HER AWARDS 

Actor Sharvari has won 
unanimous praise for her 
acting skills in Kabir Khan’s 
The Forgotten Army as well 
as her big screen debut in 
Bunty Aur Babli 2. This 
award season, the Gen-Z 
star attended several award 
ceremonies, where she was 
recognised for her acting 
prowess and was seen tak-
ing home multiple trophies.

Sharvari’s parents and sis-
ter have been proud of her 
feat and, after every award 
ceremony, have celebrated 
her success at home in their 
own special way. 

Her sister, Kasturi, who is 
an architect, has designed 
a special cabinet where 
Sharvari can display all her 
awards.

Talking about the award 
season and her sister’s ges-
ture, Sharvari shares, “This 
year has been extremely 
gratifying. Bunty aur Babli 
2 is my first film that just 
keeps on giving. Ever since 
the release of my debut film, 
I have been showered with 

love and appreciation in dif-
ferent forms. The most spe-
cial has been the recognition 
I got from the industry this 
award season.”

She expressed, “As a 
young talent, you only 
dream of holding these 
prestigious trophies but 
to live that in reality is the 
most honouring feeling. I’ve 
never seen my parents feel 
as proud as they do when 
I come back home holding 
an award," adding further, 
"My sister Kasturi, who has 
her own architecture firm 
made a really special cabi-
net for me to showcase all 
my awards. My family has 
truly been my main cheer-
leaders.” 

Sharvari 

UDAY PRATAP SINGH
NEW DELHI

FIVE BEST CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
AROUND THE WORLD
Christmas light displays that twinkle in the night 
have a certain allure. Everyone has a unique Christ-
mas custom, whether you celebrated the holiday by 
decorating your home with brilliant lights or spent 
your childhood going to stunning light displays 
around your neighborhood. Here is a list of places 
with the five best Christmas lights around the world:

OXFORD STREET, ENGLAND
With softly glowing star Christmas lights gleam-
ing above the old streets, one of London’s most 
well-known streets is transformed into a spar-
kling joy. The streets have more than a million 

LED-lit places in Mayfair, Piccadilly, and other nearby 
areas. This year, there are 27 LED light curtains, total-
ling 222,000 individual bulbs, strung along the length of 
Oxford Street, giving it a sparkling new appearance.

ROCKEFELLER CENTRE, NEW YORK
The 77-foot-tall Norway spruce at Rock-
efeller Centre, a must-see for every Christ-
mas enthusiast, is draped in a whopping 
five miles of cable and 45,000 lights. More 

than 500,000 visitors pass by the tree every day as they 
make their way to the renowned ice rink. The first tree 
was lit in 1933.

CANYON ROAD FAROLITO WALK, NEW MEXICO
The Canyon Road Farolito Walk is an annual 
event in Santa Fe that has farolitos (paper 
bags filled with sand and topped with votive 

candles) lining the sidewalks and adobe building walls. 
Luminarias, which are little wood fires, can also be seen 
scattered along the roadway.

LUCI D’ARTISTA, ITALY
Salerno’s streets and public areas are illu-
minated for the annual Luci d’Artista festival 
of light installations and holiday events. This 
year’s displays feature a night sky made of 

LEDs, a lit-up zoo, and lemon tree-shaped lights hon-
ouring the nearby Amalfi Coast. The 60-foot ferris wheel 
is another must-see tourist attraction.

AMSTERDAM LIGHT FESTIVAL, NETHERLANDS
The Amsterdam Light Festival, which fea-
tures light displays created by international 
artists, started on 10 December. The topic 
for this year, “When Nature Calls,” weaves 

together a narrative about light art, the city, and its past. 
To account for social distance, the reduced performance 
will be presented as a theatrical walking experience 
rather than the traditional boat viewing. 

— ALISHA LOUIS 

0xford Street



13the daily guardian review
monday |  19 december 2022

new delhi art & culture
REVIVAL OF ART

VEDANTA UDAIPUR MUSIC FESTIVAL 
CONCLUDES ITS 6TH EDITION ON A HIGH NOTE

Ve d a nt a  Ud a ip u r 
World Music Fes-
tival, wrapped up 

its sixth edition, which was 
held from the 16th of Decem-
ber to the 18th of December, 
2022. The festival was the 
brainchild of Seher and was 
presented by Rajasthan 
Tourism.  It bore testimony 
to the performances of over 
120 renowned musicians 
worldwide. This year’s musi-
cal celebration focused on the 
revival of forgotten musical 
instruments like the Sarangi 
by giving the local musicians 
an international platform to 
showcase their talent.

The festival’s first day wit-
nessed Sarangi performance 
by local artists, along with 
several celebrated musi-
cians and singers like Jasleen 
Aulakh, Parvaaz, Abakorao 
with their popular Latin 
tunes, and Papon.

The second day hosted 
artists like violinist Nandini 
Shankar, Bruno Loi, and 
Jonathan Della Marianna, 
who showcased the Launed-
das instrument from Italy, 
Kamakshi Khanna, Katia 

Guerreiro, the eminent Fado 
singer from Portugal, SEN-
ZA from Portugal, Blessing 
Bled Chimanga & Dreams 
from Zimbabwe, the very 
popular The Raghu Dixit 
Project and Habla de mi en 
presente, a high energy band 
from Spain. 

The day also held the per-
formance of Sarangi players 
and the announcement of the 
results of the Vedanta Talent 
Hunt. Performances by Sri-
jani Ghose from Australia, 
Anoushka Maskey, actor-
singer-songwriter Sanjeeta 

Bhattacharya and Aabha 
Hanjura graced the final day 
of the music festival. Naveen 
and Vedang, India’s premier 
Solo Percussive Acoustic 
Guitarist Dhruv Visvanath, 
the Electric Percussions 
Orchestra from France, Al-
baluna from Portugal, Amrit 
Ramnath and Farhan Akhtar 
also performed on the last 
day. 

Speaking of the event, 
Sanjeev Bhargava, Founder 
Director of Seher, said, “Our 
team at Seher has worked re-
lentlessly for several weeks to 

organize this festival, and the 
warm reception we received 
was worth the effort. We are 
thankful to each artist and 
the people of Udaipur for 
helping us make our dream 
a reality. We have already 
started making plans for the 
next edition, and hopefully, 
we will be back soon.”

“The Vedanta Udaipur 
Music Festival this year has 
surpassed our expectations. 
The footfall was very en-
couraging, and every artist 
performed their best. The 
reception that the Sarangi 

performance received was 
admirable, and we hope to 
continue inspiring local art-
ists with future collabora-
tions.” Arun Misra, CEO, 
Hindustan Zinc Limited said. 

Farhan Akhtar, who per-
formed on the last day of the 
festival said, “It was great 
performing at the Vedanta 
Udaipur Music Festival. I felt 
like the audience could con-
nect with every artist and 
their unique style. The local 
musicians were inspiring and 
their performance motivates 
us of the need for more such 

efforts and platforms.”
The festival hosted the Ve-

danta Talent Hunt, which 
aimed at giving local artists 
from Udaipur and neigh-
bouring districts a platform 
to showcase their talent. It 
helped revive the lost art and 
gave hope to its connoisseurs. 

On the last day of the 
event, the winning artists 
performed on the afternoon 
stage and the certification 
ceremony took place in the 
evening where Mr Arun 
Mishra & Mr Sanjeev Bhar-
gava presented the awards. 

The Embassy of France in 
India - French Institute in 
India signed an agreement 
with the Serendipity Arts 
Foundation to foster cultural 
exchanges between France 
and India to mark the 2022 
Serendipity Arts Festival. 
The agreement reaffirms 
France’s sustained role as a 
patron and partner for art 
festivals and contemporary 
creation in India.

French artists such as So-
phie Calle or Olivier Sagazan 
were prominently featured 
across the Serendipity Arts 
Festival’s previous editions, 
which also included a col-
laboration with the Musée 
d’Art Moderne, Paris. The 
Indo-French flavour at this 

year’s festival includes an 
exhibition featuring France’s 
Centre national des arts 
plastiques (Cnap) and Jeu de 
Paume.

‘Terra Nullius/Nobody’s 
Land: Excavations from Im-
age 3.0’ is an exhibition dedi-
cated to new mediums of im-
agery that seeks to challenge 
the codes of our relationship 
to the image. 

It is the result of a national 
photography commission 
initiated by the French Min-
istry of Culture in 2020 
under the title “Image 3.0” 
– to encourage artists who 
combine photographic and 
digital practices. The result-
ing works were presented 
for the first time in France 
this year in Reims and at the 
Paris Photo fair. 

It’s rare when people turn 
their passion into a profes-
sion, which becomes an 
inspiration for the next gen-
eration. Madhuri Bhaduri 
- A painter, sculptor, and 
entrepreneur has done ex-
actly that. What started as 
a creative flirtation with the 
canvas has turned into an 
illustrious career, which en-
compasses abstraction and 
landscape oil paintings with 
the seamless craft of creating 
sculptures and assemblages. 

Before she even picked up 
the brush, she had a bad-
minton racket in her hand, 
which even made her a na-
tional-Ievel player. Now isn’t 
that a stroke of genius?

With formal art train-
ing, she also has the gift of 
gab having studied French, 
one of the most artistic lan-
guages to be spoken today. 
And what if we told you 
that she holds an Honours 
in Economics? Yes, there is 
nothing that Madhuri can’t 

do. For nearly 4 decades, she 
has added myriad shades to 
her personality and career, 
which reflects her undying 
fervour, skilful aptitude and 
one-of-a-kind attitude.

Just one glance at her art-
works will make you feel 
teleported to a surreal world 
of countless colours, pal-
ettes, and aesthetics. Like a 
poem is narrated in verses, 
Madhuri expresses her vi-

sual poetry through intricate 
designs, delicate strokes, and 
versatile sculptures with fi-
nesse. Madhuri shapes her 
imagination into virtuoso 
execution. Inspired by the 
five elements of nature, her 
work is a tribute to the in-
finite facets of the environ-
ment. She has a penchant 
for an earthy colour palette, 
which encompasses blues, 
greys, reds, yellows, greens, 

and mauves. Her work oozes 
oomph, optimism, and opal-
escence. Her latest work In-
defini Poeme is an abstract 
yet eclectic piece of work that 
has structured artworks but 
teases them with unstruc-
tured hidden meanings.

Madhuri Bhaduri is an 
artist by choice and a phi-
lanthropist by heart. She 
is on a mission to spread 
social awareness by show-
casing her art. Her work is 
an amalgamation of Indian 
traditions fused with west-
ern perspectives, capturing 
the essence of two worlds. 
Her achievements include 
being a regular speaker at 
interactive workshops, ra-
dio talk shows, and panel 
discussions on various art-
related topics. Ms Bhaduri 
is also a frequent contribu-
tor to shows on television 
networks as well as auctions 
held to raise funds for chari-
ties such as CRY and Con-
cern India.

Her work was showcased 
on 13 December 2022 at 6:30 

PM at Easel Stories Art Gal-
lery. As part of the project, 
Easel Stories has collaborat-
ed with an NGO for children, 
KHUSHII, an initiative set 
up by cricketing icon, Kapil 
Dev in 2003, to help chil-
dren transform their lives 
through education. On 16th 
December, the gallery host-
ed an Artist Meet and Greet 
evening. Proceeds from the 
event will be handed over to 
the foundation. And finally, 
to give a fitting conclusion, 
on 17th December, an exclu-
sive Wine and Cheese Event 
was organized to network 
and invite potential collec-
tors and art enthusiasts to 
interact with Madhuri Bha-
duri. Madhuri is displaying 
her work at the prestigious 
Easel Stories, which is more 
than just an art gallery. It is 
an expression of art through 
infinite stories from around 
the world told through cu-
linary experiences, breath-
taking mural paintings, eu-
phoric graffiti designs, and à 
la mode fashion. 

EXPERIENCE POETRY IN MOTION WITH MADHURI BHADURI
MYRIAD SHADES

SHIVNAY SABHARWAL
NEW DELHI   

Shriram Bharatiya Kala Ken-
dra presented Odissi recital 
by Molina Singh in associa-
tion with Dancing Deer on 
Friday, 16th December, 2022 
at Kamani Auditorium, New 
Delhi presided by Chief 
Guest Padmavibhushan Dr. 
Sonal Mansingh. Capsuled 
into an hour of a spectacle, 
Molina has presented four 
distinct Odissi sequences 
woven into a solo recital, 
three of which were original 
compositions and choreog-
raphies tailor-made for Mo-
lina’s solo performance. 

Opening the performance 
by hailing Lord Shiva - Mo-
lina with Mangalacharan, 
Molina showcased her ren-
dition of Shivastakam that 
was originally written by 
Adi Shankaracharya. Stan-
zas meant to invoke Shiva, 
the one whose being de-
fines others’ existence and 
gives boon to Brahma and 
Vishnu. Choreographed by 
Guru Lingaraj Pradhan the 
music of this 12-minute ex-
tract is based on Mishra taal 
and raga.

Moved onto the second 
segment, Pallavi that holds 
a significant place in the col-
lection of Odissi repertory, 
Molina has demonstrated 
the literal illustration of the 
word Pallavi or ‘blooming’ 
with slow, extremely delicate 
and suave movements of the 

eye, neck and torso gradually 
building up the momentum 
into a crescendo in the end. 
This particular segment is 
based on Raga Rageshree 
composed by Guru Ramhari 
Das, and was choreographed 
by Late Guru Gangadhar 
Pradhan.

In the third segment Moli-
na has embodied ‘Kuruyadu 
Nandan’ the last Astha-padi 
of Geet Govind written by 
12th century poet Jayadeva. 
This segment called Abhina-
ya is an exposition, not only 
of the dance, but also of the 
music that accompanies it. 
The audience has witnessed 
Molina convey the poem 
through her expressions 
embodying it into a poem 
in-action. Conceptualised 
by Molina Singh, this piece 
has also co- choreographed 
by her with Guru Lingaraj 
Pradhan.

Culminated into the fi-
nal performance depicting 
Moksha, the stage of finding 
real freedom from the cycle 
of rebirth which was orches-
trated by music composition 
based on Panchabhuta gay-
atri mantra. In a vivacious 
act Molina has brought the 
five elements jal, vayu, agni, 
bhoomi and akaash together 
simultaneously depicted by 
sitar, flute, mardal, violin and 
manjira respectively.

Boasting an impressive 
ensemble of choreogra-
phers and musicians this 
recital was a treat for the 

eyes. Brought to life by cho-
reographers Guru Lingaraj 
Pradhan and Molina herself 
and musicians like Ramesh 
Chandra Das at the violin, 
Srinibas Sathapathy creat-
ing melodies through his 
flute, Satchidananda Das 
on Mardal, vocals by Bijay 
Kumar Jena, Manjira by 
Lingaraj Pradahan and Si-
tar to the tunes of Prakash 
Chandra Mohapatra, Delhi 
had witnessed an enchant-
ing evening.

A student of the legend-
ary theatre Guru Padma 
Vibhushan Ebrahim Al-
kazi and a yogic at heart, 
Molina had put her heart 
and soul in her solo show. 
To imbibe Odissi not just as 
a dance form but also as an 
emotion she travelled every 
month from Mumbai to 
Bhubaneswar to learn from 
her Guru Lingaraj Pradhan. 
Expressing her sentiments 
about her first ever recital, an 
emotional Molina said, “My 
journey as a dancer has been 
unconventional. At my age I 
should’ve been training new 
Kathak students, but here I 
am, making my debut as an 
Odissi dancer. I am nervous 
and excited.”

She further adds, “Looking 
forward to sharing my love 
for dance with all you lovely 
people who have supported, 
motivated, encouraged me 
to pursue my passion. Grati-
tude to all my teachers, my 
parents, family and friends.”

MOLINA SINGH SHOWCASES FOUR 
DISTINCT ODISSI SEQUENCES 
WOVEN INTO A SOLO RECITAL

SOLO PERFORMANCE

DEBJEET DEY
UDAIPUR  
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Distinguished dignitaries speaking on Day 1 of Vedanta Udaipur World Music festival. 

Sunil Kant Munjal, Founder & Patron, Serendipity Arts Foundation 
with Emmanuel Lebrun-Damiens, Counsellor for Education, Science 
& Culture, French Embassy in India.

Solo performance by Molina Singh 

Madhuri Bhaduri 

Japanese Sumo Wrestling event.

As part of the year-long 
celebration of the 70th an-
niversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations 
between India and Japan, 
DLF Avenue inaugurated 
the ‘Konnichiwa Japan 2022’ 
festival. The event was inau-
gurated by Ambassador of 
Japan to India, Mr. Hiroshii 
SUZUKI, Embassy of Japan 
and witnessed a series of 
events through 16th & 17th 
December at DLF Avenue 
Saket. One of the key attrac-
tions at the festival was the 
Japanese Sumo Wrestling 
event. 

Konnichiwa Japan 2022 
was organized by Kon-
nichiwa Japan Club with 
the support of the Embassy 
of Japan New Delhi, Japan 
Chamber of Commerce, and 
Industry in India (JCCII), 
Japan Foundation, Discover 
India Club, and India Japan 

Friendship Forum. The two-
day flagship event featured 
a series of events including 
Sumo Wrestling, Karate 
Performance, Taiko Perfor-
mance (Traditional Japa-
nese drums), Japanese food 
tasting sessions, Japanese 
tea making ceremony, Cal-
ligraphy, Okinawa Dance 
Performance, Japanese 
Songs & Dance, Cosplay 
show, Japanese Quiz, Bol-
lywood Dance by Japanese 
Artists, Kimono Wearing 
Show, etc.  

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion ceremony, Ambassador 
of Japan to India, Hiroshii 
SUZUKI, Embassy of Ja-
pan said, “I am so glad to 
be here and bringing the 
Japanese culture to you all 
in India. Like India, Japan 
has a very rich culture and 
heritage, and with this fes-
tival, we aim to present all 
of you with an opportunity 
to experience various Japa-
nese traditions like the food 
delicacies, Cosplay, dance & 
music. And this cannot be 

complete without our main 
attraction, Sumo Wrestling. 
We will also have a cultural 
amalgamation wherein our 
Japanese artists will dance 
on the popular beats of Bol-
lywood songs. We are de-
lighted to bring this festival 
to Delhi for everyone to ex-
perience and hope that it in-
creases your love for Japan.”

Dr. Alka Kumar, Presi-
dent, Konnichiwa Japan 
Club, says, “The objective is 
to showcase and introduce 
Japanese culture to common 
Indian people through vari-
ous cultural performances 
and lectures. Furthermore, 
we hope to reach out to peo-
ple who are yet to visit Japan 
and introduce the authentic 
Japanese culture by giving 
them an insight into the 
beautiful country of Japan 
through various events by 
professional Japanese per-
formers during the festival.”

Siddhartha Natu, Vice 

President & Cluster Head 
Retail, Delhi at DLF Lim-
ited said, “DLF Avenue has 
the distinction of bringing 
together various cultures 
through curated experienc-
es for a diverse community, 
and Nissan Konnichiwa 
Japan 2022 at DLF Avenue 
is an exciting way to bring 
Japan’s rich and diverse cul-
ture to India. Our patrons 
can expect an exquisite 
showcase through the ex-
clusive line-up of activities 
being hosted at the festival. 
DLF Avenue has always 
thrived to delight its custom-
ers by providing elevated 
social experiences and this 
festival will definitely raise 
the bar in that category.”

SUMOs who participated 
at the event are: 

Keisuke Kamikawa (sumo 
name Wakatenrow), 184 
cm, 170 kg and Kazuyuki 
Hino (sumo name Kotohino) 
177cm, 138 kgs respectively.

Konnichiwa Japan 2022 celebrates 70th anniversary 
of diplomatic ties between India and Japan

TWO-DAY EVENT

SUSTAINED ROLE
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France and Serendipity 
Arts collaborate to foster 
cultural exchanges

Renowned singer Papon performing at the Vedanta Udiapur World Music festival.
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BOOKS TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS WEEK 
Dulha Rai’s Conquest of Dausa 
Author: Maharaj Devraj Singh
Publisher: Rupa Publications India 
Price: Rs 299
An informative and interesting read on the life and times of 
the legendary ‘bridegroom prince’, Dulha Rai. The incep-
tion of the kingdom of Dhundhar (later the princely state 
of Jaipur) is ascribed to Dulha Rai, who is remembered as 
the progenitor of the Kachwaha dynasty of Rajputana. His 
career and rise to power is deeply linked with the district of 
Dausa and its principal seat of power, the enigmatic Dausa 
Fort. Details of his life and achievements (late tenth-eleventh 
century), however, remain a murky subject, while his fam-
ily background and its history are also topics which are 
largely unexplored till date. This is due to the lack of first-
hand information and understanding of the early medieval 
period in which the events of his life transpired. By piecing 
together various clues and analysing historical records, 
Maharaj Devraj Singh—the grandson of Jaipur’s last rul-
ing maharaja, Sawai Man Singh II, and his wife, Maharani 
Gayatri Devi—attempts to narrate the hitherto unknown 
history of his ancestors in the centuries prior to their move 
into Rajasthan, during which time they were known as the 
Kachaphaghatas of Gwalior and Narwar. Maharaj Devraj 
Singh of Jaipur graduated from Oxford Brookes University.

My Wisdom Book
Author: Swami Mukundananda
Publisher: Rupa & Co
Price: Rs 127
In a fast-paced, rapidly changing world, children strug-
gle to cope with the sheer multiplicity of stimuli and 
expectations. It could get overwhelming for the still-
developing minds of the young. Swami Mukundananda 
explains that one way to create a positive environment 
is to introduce ancient Hindu verses in everyday life. 
Learning to recite the shlokas and mantras equips chil-
dren with timeless wisdom that shapes their character. 
My Wisdom Book draws on the timeless knowledge of 
scriptures to explain ancient Hindu wisdom in a fun, 
easy and entertaining way for beginners. The book is 
packed with 75 Sanskrit and Hindi verses, including 
transliterations in English, with explanations, and 
encourages kids to include the practice of reading and 
chanting into their daily lives. Divided into two age-
appropriate levels-Juniors (ages 3-9) and Seniors (age 
10 upwards)-the book has separate sections for daily 
shlokas, mantras, simple bhajans and learnings for each 
level. Beautifully illustrated by Rayika Sen, this handy 
book is the perfect gift for festivals, religious ceremo-
nies, birthdays, or indeed any time at all.

Liberation Day
Author: Saunders George Saunders 
Price: Rs 478
Publisher: Bloomsbury Publsihing
The first short story collection in ten years from the Man 
Booker Prize-winning, New York Times-bestselling au-
thor of Lincoln in the Bardo The first short story collec-
tion in ten years from the Man Booker Prize-winning, 
New York Times-bestselling author of Lincoln in the Bar-
do MacArthur genius and Booker Prize-winner George 
Saunders returns with a collection of short stories that 
make sense of our increasingly troubled world, his first 
since the New York Times bestseller and National Book 
Award finalist Tenth of December The ‘best short story 
writer in English’ (Time) is back with a masterful collec-
tion that explores ideas of power, ethics, and justice, and 
cuts to the very heart of what it means to live in com-
munity with our fellow humans. With his trademark 
prose - wickedly funny, unsentimental, and perfectly 
tuned - Saunders continues to challenge and surprise: 
here is a collection of prismatic, deeply resonant stories 
that encompass joy and despair, oppression and revolu-
tion, bizarre fantasy and brutal reality. ‘Love Letter’ is 
a tender missive from grandfather to grandson, in the 
midst of a dystopian political situation.

In Search Of Her
Author: Deesha Sangani
Publisher: Srishti Publishers
Price: Rs 165
A mother who would stop at nothing for her 
child, is a dangerous woman to mess with. 
Avanni’s life changes dramatically when she loses 
her child due to an accident. But she knows it was 
murder, and the culprit is out there, roaming freely. 
Her suspicion is proven true when she witnesses 
a series of unusual events – a suspicious email, a 
mysterious stalker, and the cries of a child which 
seems to be following her everywhere. She de-
cides to embark upon the journey to find the killer. 
Will she be successful in her mission to un-
cover the truth? Or will she be caught in a web 
of lies which will change the course of her fate? 
IN SEARCH OF HER is a riveting tale of a brave woman 
who will stop at nothing in her fight for truth and justice. 
Filled with unexpected twists and turns, it will keep you 
hooked till the end. Deesha Sangani is the bestselling au-
thor of seven books and is based out of Bangalore. She is a 
certified Personal Empowerment Coach, Author, Market-
ing Consultant, a motivational speaker and podcaster. She 
is an inspiration for many who want to live their dreams .

SPIRITUALIT
Y

INDIAN HISTO
RY 

CONTEMPORARY FICTION 

MYSTERY

NEW LAUNCH

A MAGICAL JOURNEY WITH 
SPELLS AND RITUALS 

Om Books International 
is proud to announce 
the publication of 

Wicca: A Magical Journey 
with Spells and Rituals. The 
book’s launch event took place 
at Ophelia in Chanakyapuri, 
New Delhi, with Shashi Tha-
roor as the chief guest. Salman 
Khurshid, Ajay Mago, Ritu 
Mago, Sandeep Bamzai, Dr 
Nidhi Kumar, Mukesh Tyagi, 
Neeraj Sachdeva, Ruchira Sa-
chdeva, Pawan Ahuja, Kanika 
Ahuja, Ruhi Ganguly, Neelam 
Saxena, Kunal Kohli, Visash-
war Shukla, and Sujay Ghosh 
were among the other no-
table guests. “Rashme’s book 
makes compelling reading. 
In her writing, Rashme dis-
plays a deep knowledge of the 
psyche of Wicca, of healing 
witchcraft and of the exotic 
practice of spells and magical 
wizardry. The reader is led 
through a bewildering maze 
of incense-filled prose which 
will assail your senses as 
though you are physically by 
her altar,” said Dr Shashi Tha-
roor, Member of Parliament.

The book is an easy self-help 
manual for working spells to 
improve your life circum-
stances. It provides a concise 
introduction to the subject 
while also raising awareness 
about the Wiccan world. It 
will help dispel the myth of 
a witch being ‘evil’ and make 
people realise that the mod-

ern-day witch is engaged in 
working for the highest good.

The author, Rashme Oberoi, 
said, “I have structured it as a 
handbook and guide to Wicca 
and Wiccan practices, draw-
ing on my experiences. Un-
like most international books 
which provide complicated 
spells, I have used simple tips 
on how to improve your fi-
nances, relationships, remove 
obstacles and heal yourself 
through re- energising and 
cleansing your chakras and 
auras.” Ajay Mago, publisher 
at Om Books International, 
says, “I love the way Rashme 
has demystified the world of 
Wicca in simple, layman’s 
terms. She makes it accessible. 
Above all, she speaks of the 

healing power of the practice. 
We already have a number of 
international publishers seek-
ing translation rights for it. We 
have a bestseller in our hand. 
Editor-in-chief of Om Books 
International, Shantanu Ray 
Chaudhuri, added, “The book 
has been an eyeopener for 
someone like me who had no 
idea of Wicca. Rashme’s book 
introduced me to a fascinating 
world. I am sure many read-
ers will echo my thoughts.” 
“The book is not just an eye-
opener and an informative 
guide; it is also a gripping 
story of a Wiccan. [The book] 
will captivate your mind and 
soul,” said Shekhar Gupta, 
editor-in-chief, The Print.

“Rashme’s book makes a 

very interesting read while 
being educative. She has can-
didly revealed the secrets of 
the Wiccan tradition,” Nafisa 
Ali, actor, politician, and so-
cial activist.  “A very well-writ-
ten treatise in which Rashme 
brings out the healing aspects 
of Wicca. 

Definitely a must- read,” 
said Sandeep Bamzai, author, 
CEO and MD, IANS.

The launch event took place 
in New Delhi, on Monday. 
Ruhi Ganguly, Founder and 
CEO, Question Associates 
was the media partner for 
the event. Rashme began 
making predictions through 
tarot cards for clients rough-
ly three decades ago, when 
tarot was not known as an 

art of divination in India. 
Along the way, she learned 
the Wiccan way of life, which 
involves practising positive 
spells to manifest wishes and 
desires for herself and her 
clients ranging from health, 
relationship to financial is-
sues. She formally studied 
the religion and craft of Wic-
ca. She practises shamanic, 
pranic, crystal, and chakra 
healings. Today, Rashme is 
an accomplished Wiccan, a 
healer, and a divinator. 

Rashme hosted a weekly 
show on Zee TV on tarot, 
dream interpretations, and 
crystals for four years. Cur-
rently, she is hosting the week-
ly show for all sun signs on the 
digital platform of Zee TV.
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Shashi Tharoor at the launch of the book. 

Kartikeya Ladha introduces 
yet another book, UNHERD - 
A Tale of Love, Wisdom, and 
Strength. The book reflects 
the different changes the 
world has undergone over 
the last few decades, neces-
sitating a break from con-
sumerism and groupthink. 
The author first gained in-
ternational recognition after 
the launch of his first book, 
Dream Beyond Shadows, 
in late 2018. Dream Beyond 
Shadows became an Ama-
zon bestseller in India after 
capturing people’s imagina-
tion with countless insight-
ful stories based on Kar-
tikeya’s experiences during 
a life-changing expedition to 
Peru, South America. This 
purpose-driven book will 
be Ladha’s third after his 
two best sellers, LIFE UN-
KNOWN and Dream Beyond 
Shadows.

UNHERD is a tale of loving 
and losing, of understanding 
the darkness and light within 
oneself, of travel and adven-
ture, and of how life can sur-
prise, inspire, and encourage 
if one allows themselves to 
dance to the tunes of life. This 
book is not only meant to in-
spire but also to bring light 
to the many questions in the 
minds of countless people, 
“What is one’s purpose in 
the world? What is the true 
meaning of being alive? What 
truly matters in life? How 
does one live a happy and 
fulfilled life? How does one 
overcome their darkness? 
How does one bring light to 
their life, to this world?”

A successful author of two 
books, Dream Beyond Shad-
ows and LIFE UNKNOWN- 
A passage through India. 
Dream Beyond Shadows cre-
ated a path for Kartikeya to 

encourage thousands to em-
brace creativity and courage 
in their lives, and to pursue 
self-discovery. Kartikeya’s 
travels within India inspired 
his second book, LIFE 
UNKNOWN - A passage 
through India, which takes 
the readers even further into 
the deep unknown to face the 
darkness in life; to be able to 
recognise the ever-blazing 
light that shines within them.

Commenting on the launch, 
Kartikeya Ladha, the author 
of UNHERD says, “This 
book is nearly a divine call-
ing. Through all of these ex-
periences, this story is not 
just about hope but about 
transcendence. It takes the 
readers through a revision 
of their own lives while mak-
ing them realise that they can 
overcome their suffering and 
pain. Even though the hu-
man condition has us oper-
ating through the medium of 
pain and suffering, we need 
not become a victim of the 
pain. Suffering can be put to 
an end. We have the option to 
live in love rather than fear. 
The story UNHERD is about 
that choice.”

UNHERD is a coming-of-
age story, created keeping in 
mind the exponential changes 
our world has gone through 
in the last few decades, where 
breaking out of consumer-
ism and herd mindset have 

become the needs of the hour. 
UNHERD is not only meant 
to inspire but also to bring 
light to the many questions 
in the minds of countless 
people - What is our purpose 
in the world? What is the true 
meaning of being alive? What 
truly matters in life? How do I 
live a happy and fulfilled life? 
How do I overcome my dark-
ness? How do I bring light to 
my life, to this world?

This book aims to answer 
these questions in the form 
of a story that encapsulates 
romance, philosophy, mys-
tery, adventure, and travel, 
carrying the readers through 
the alternating realities of 
New York’s streets and many 
parts of India. The book is 
published by Anecdote Pub-
lishing House and is now 
available on Amazon. An 
accidental writer with an on-
line community of thousands 
across the globe, Kartikeya 
Ladha first gained interna-
tional recognition after the 
launch of his book, Dream 
Beyond Shadows. He is also 
the author of Life Unknown, 
which is about his travels in 
India, another bestseller on 
Amazon. Kartikeya used to 
live in the U.S. before quitting 
his job and letting go of his 
plans to build a life in Ameri-
ca. Since then, he has been on 
a quest to discover our exis-
tence’s absolute truth, which 
has inspired travels to distant 
lands. His artistic imagination 
springs from his desire to cre-
ate works that exemplify the 
rawness of ‘what it means to 
be a human being’. His latest 
creative endeavour, UNHERD 
is a fictional tale of love, wis-
dom, and strength. Whilst 
Kartikeya is no longer in the 
digital world, he continues to 
keep writing books and deep-
ening his craft to share his cre-
ations with the world.

INSIGHTFUL READ 
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UNHERD is a fictional tale of 
love, wisdom, and strength

The book is an easy self-help manual for working spells to improve 
your life circumstances. It provides a concise introduction to the 
subject while also raising awareness about the Wiccan world.
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Ax a r  P a t e l  a n d 
Ku l de e p  Yad av 
wrapped up Ban-

gladesh’s tail to give India 
an emphatic 188-run win 
in the first test of the two-
match series here at Zahur 
Ahmed Chowdhury Sta-
dium, Chattogram.

India moved to the third 
spot in the ICC World Test 
Championship table with 
this win as Bangladesh 
succumbed to the brilliant 
blowing of India’s spinners 
losing their four wickets 
within an hour of the first 
session of the fifth day. 
The spin duo of Axar Pa-
tel and Kuldeep Yadav ac-

counted for seven wickets 
to dismantle the hosts. Axar 
scalped four wickets while 
Kuldeep bagged three to 
take his tally to eight for the 
match.

Bangladesh resumed their 
inning at 272/6 with Me-
hidy Hasan Miraz (9) and 
Shakin Al Hasan (40) at the 
crease for the hosts. Things 
were off to a positive start 
for Bangladesh as Mehidy 
drove Mohammed Siraj 
through the covers in the 
first over of the day while 
Shakib slog-swept Axar 
Patel for a six from the op-
posite end.

However, the hosts were 
bowed out for 324 runs as 
the Indian bowlers took 

just 11.2 overs to wrap up 
the second inning. Mehidy 
sliced one to backward 
point after failing to swat 
Siraj on the up. Shakib at-
tacked the Indian spinners 
and smashed a barrage of 
boundaries before being 
sent out for 84 by Kuldeep 
Yadav.

The chinaman removed 
Ebadot Hossain in his next 
over while Axar castled Tai-
jul Islam to give India a 1-0 
lead in the series, bolstering 
their chances of a place in the 
World Test Championship 
final.

Earlier, India struck three 
more times in the final session 
of the fourth day of the match, 
leaving the hosts struggling at 

272/6 at the end of the day’s 
play, with 241 more runs re-
quired to win with only four 
wickets in hand.

At the end of the play, 
Shakib al Hasan (40*) and 
Mehidy Hasan Miraz (9*) 
were unbeaten for Bangla-
desh.

Kuldeep Yadav was de-
clared the player of the match 
for his eight wickets and his 
valuable knock of 40 runs in 
the first inning.

Brief Scores: Bangladesh 
150 and 324 (Zakir Hasan 
100,  Shakib  Al  Hasan 
84, Axar Patel 4-77) vs 
India 404 and 258/2 de-
clared (Shubman Gill 110, 
Cheteshwar Pujara 102*,  
Khaled Ahmed 1/51). 

BAN VS IND
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India’s Virat Kohli, Rishabh Pant and others celebrate the dismissal 
of Bangladesh’s Mehidy Hasan Miraz on the fifth day of the 1st Test 
match between Bangladesh and India, at the Zahur Ahmed Chowd-
hury Stadium, in Chattogram on Sunday. India wins the first Test by 
188 runs and takes a 1-0 lead in the two-match series.

Australian players celebrating after winning the first test.

INDIA REGISTERS 188-RUN WIN IN FIRST 
TEST, TAKES 1-0 LEAD IN SERIES

THIRD TEST

HARRY BROOK BECOMES HIGHEST-SCORING ENGLAND BATTER IN PAK

England batter Harry Brook on 
Sunday surpassed greats like Da-
vid Gower and Marcus Trescothick 
to become the English batter with 
most runs in a Tests against Paki-
stan on their home soil. The batter 
accomplished this landmark dur-
ing England’s third and final Test 
against Pakistan at Karachi. In his 
innings, Brook scored 111 off 150 
balls, with eight fours and three 
sixes. He thus hit a century in his 
third straight Test on the tour.

He is the leading run scorer 
on this tour across both sides. 
In three matches so far, he has 

scored 468 runs at an average 
of 93.60. He has scored three 
centuries and one half-century  
on the tour. He has gone past David 
Gower, who has scored 449 runs 
from three matches against Paki-
stan, back in 1984 at an average of 
112.25 with two centuries and a top 
score of an unbeaten 173.

The 23-year-old has also gone past 
former England opener Trescoth-
ick, who has 445 runs in Tests in 12 
innings at the Asian country, with 
one century and two half-centuries.

Coming to the match, a cen-
tury from batter Harry Brook 
and fifties from Ollie Pope, wick-
etkeeper-batter Ben Foakes put 
England in command on day two 

of the third and final Test against 
Pakistan at Karachi on Sunday, 
with visitors having a 29-run 
lead over the Asian team, whose 
scoreline reads 21/0 at the end of 
 the day’s play.

At the end of day’s play, Abdullah 
Shafique (14*) and Shan Masood (3*)  
were unbeaten.

England started the day at 7/1, 
with Ben Duckett (4*) and Ollie 
Pope (3*) at the crease. Duckett 
and Pope stitched a 58-run stand 
for the second wicket. Nauman 
Ali trapped Duckett lbw for 26 
off 37 balls. England was 58/2. 
He dismissed star batter Joe Root 
for a golden duck on the very  
next delivery.
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IMPRESSIVE PERFORMANCE

Oz register six-wicket 
win over SA in 1st Test

Australia have maintained 
their unbeaten Test status 
at home this summer and 
closed in on booking a spot 
at next year’s World Test 
Championship final with a 
decisive six-wicket victory 
over a disappointing South 
Africa in the first Test in 
Brisbane on Sunday.

The win sees Australia 
move further ahead at the 
top of the World Test Cham-
pionship standings, while 
South Africa are overtaken 
by India and drop to third as 
a result of the loss. Australia 
now hold a 76.92 win per-
centage, with India (55.77) 
now ahead of South Africa 
(54.55) following their 188-
run triumph over Bangla-
desh in Chattogram earlier in 
the day. The Test match was 
over in less than two days as 
Australia’s strong bowling 
attack - with some assistance 
from a bowler-friendly sur-
face at the Gabba - made light 
work of South Africa’s bat-
ters with an impressive team 
performance.

Put in to bat by Australia, 
South Africa was bundled 
out for 152 in their first in-

nings. Except a 98-run stand 
between Kyle Verreynne (64) 
and Temba Bavuma (38), the 
Proteas struggled in bowling-
friendly conditions. Spinner 
Nathan Lyon (3/14) and pacer 
Mitchell Starc (3/41) were 
extremely impressive for the 
Aussies. Pat Cummins and 
Scott Boland took two wick-
ets each. Aussies gained a 
56-run lead in the match af-
ter being bundled out for 218 
in the second innings. Travis 
Head (92 off 96 balls) batted 
exceptionally on surface that 
offered assistance to bowlers. 
After the hosts were reduced 
to 27/3 in the second innings, 
he stitched a 117-run partner-
ship with Steve Smith (36) to 
help Aussies get a sizeable 
lead. Pacer Kagiso Rabada 
(4/76) and Marco Jansen 
(3/32) were the standout 
bowlers for Proteas.

Skipper Pat Cummins 
(5/42) and the consistent 
Scott Boland (2/14) did the 
majority of the damage on 
Sunday, while Mitchell Starc 
(2/26) picked up his 300th 
Test wicket early in the day 
as South Africa were skittled 
for just 99 in their second in-
nings. Khaya Zondo was the 
top scorer, with 36*. Bavuma 
also scored 29 runs.
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It was a battle of Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG) teammates 
Lionel Messi and Kylian 

Mbappe, with Messi scoring 
a brace and converting a 
penalty and Mbappe get-
ting a hat trick. However, 
it was Argentina which 
came out on top over 

France in the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 final at Lusail by 

4-2 on penalties after both 
teams finished at a stalemate at 

the end of extra time, with score-
line reading 3-3.
Lionel Messi’s Argentina began 

the match on a positive note as Ju-
lian Alvarez was provided with 
a small opportunity to test Hugo 
Lloris. Alvarez came close twice in 
the first five minutes. On the first 
occasion, the ball was passed by 
Di Maria to him very close to the 
Argentina goalkeeper. He was off-
side though but the next shot came 
from a distance three minutes later 
and that was straight at Lloris. A 

fine move by Argentina saw Mac 
Allister finding an opportunity 

to shoot. His shot, however, 
went straight into the hands 
of France goalkeeper Hugo 
Lloris. Messi with another 
excellent attacking contribu-
tion from midfield as he un-

leashed Angel di Maria, who 
dribbled into the box before lining 
up a shot for Rodrigo de Paul. The 

shot, however, was blocked.
Within 14 minutes of the 

game, Mbappe 
found him-

self with 
some 
space 

on the left wing but the move did not 
materialise. Emiliano Martinez ef-
ficiently collected the ball to put the 
attack to an end.Angel di Maria was 
brought down in the penalty box by 
Ousmane Dembele. Di Maria went 
down inside the French box after 
Dembele’s tackle. Lionel Messi made 
no mistake from the spot and beat 
France goalkeeper Hugo Lloris. A 
calm penalty from the Argentine to 
score his 6th goal of the World Cup 
and took Argentina 1-0 ahead in the 
23rd minute of the game.

Angel di Maria made it two for 
Argentina as Mac Allister set up Di 
Maria for a brilliant finish in the bot-
tom right corner and di Maria made 
no mistake in taking his team to a 2-0 
lead in the 36th minute of the game.

In the 41st minute of the game, Ol-
ivier Giroud and Ousmane Dembele 
went off the field and Marcus Thuram 
and Randal Kolo Muani took their 
place.

Seven minutes of stoppage time 
were added to the clock. It’s for the 
6th time that Argentina had taken a 
2-0 lead in the 2022 Qatar World Cup. 
A total of 7 minutes of injury time was 
added in the first half. At the end of 
first-half, Argentina had the upper 
hand and they went into the second-
half with a 2-0 lead over France, all 
thanks to amazing goals by Lionel 
Messi and Angel Di Maria.

At the start of the second half, 
France continued to stay sluggish. 
Julian Alvarez clipped one in behind 
Raphael Varane and Mac Allister 
was close to getting ahead goalkeeper 
Hugo Lloris, but the goalkeeper pre-
vented any disaster from happening.

In the 50th minute of the match, 
Rodrigo De Paul almost scored, went 
for a volley but French goalie made 
the save.

France won a corner in the 52nd 

minute, Antoine Griezmann took it 
but Emiliano Martinez made a save 
to relieve the pressure.

In 55th minute, Adrien Rabiot of 
France was given a yellow card for 
tackling De Paul, bringing him down 
with a scissors like tackle to take pos-
session of the ball.

Lloris made a save in the 60th min-
ute after Alvarez drilled a low shot. 
This was Argentina’s eighth strike at 
the goal.

In 63rd minute, Mac Allister won 
possession ands played to Alvarez 
into the box. He went for a return 
inside the box, but Lloris and Dayot 
Upamecano did not let Argentina 
triple their lead.

In the 65th minute, Marcos Acuna 
came out as substitute, replacing Di 
Maria.

France registered their first-ever 
shot at goal, but Kolo Muani’s connec-
tion was poor and the ball dribbled 
wide.

In the 71st minute, Mbappe shoot 
from 22 yards but it was over the bar.

France won a penalty in the 79th 
minute, Randal Kolo Muani was 
fouled. Mbappe took the penalty and 
scored a goal to make the scoreline 
read 2-1. Mbappe scored an equaliser 
a minute later.

In the 85th minute, France had an-
other chance to score, but could not 
come into the lead. In the 87th min-
ute, France’s Marcus Thuram was 
booked for diving inside the Argen-
tina’s box.

There was a clash of heads in the 
midfield between Rabiot and Alva-
rez, which stopped the game. Eight 
minutes of stoppage time was added 
to the game.

In the 94th minute, Mbappe took 
another shot at the goal, which was 
deflected.

Messi came extremely close to scor-

ing the third goal for his side in the 
97th minute, but failed to do so. Both 
teams could not add anything to their 
tally in the stoppage time.

The game stretched into extra time. 
Gonzalo Montiel replaced Molina for 
Argentina at the end of extra time. 
In the 104th minute, Acuna missed 
a shot, denying Argentina another 
chance at taking the lead.

In the 105th minute, Argentina 
missed two chances at scoring once 
again. Messi started an attack but 
Upamecano made a block. The ball 
dropped to Montiel, who tried to 
score from 25 yards, but a French de-
fender hit a header to deny him the 
goal.

Things headed into the second half 
of the extra time.

Messi put back Argentina into the 
lead, scoring a 109th minute goal. 
Martinez’s attempt was saved by Llo-
ris and Messi waited on rebound and 
forced the ball inside. The scoreline 
read 3-2 in favour of Argentina.

In the 116th minute, France was 
awarded a penalty. Mbappe convert-
ed it into a goal to make things even at 
3-3, bringing up his hat trick. In the 
119th minute, Messi took a corner for 
Argentina, but it was cleared.

Mbappe’s penalty, however, took the 
final into a penalty shootout.

Mbappe scored the first penalty 
for France, to give his side a 1-0 lead. 
Messi however restored parity for 
Argentina.

However, Argentina managed to 
save France’s second penalty. Paulo 
Dybala scored Argentina’s second 
penalty to make the scores 2-1 in their 
favour.

France’s third penalty was also a 
miss. Aurelien Tchouameni hit it 
wide. Leandro Paredes scored in 
Argentina’s third straight penalty to 
make things 3-1. 
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ARGENTINA’S WINS WORLD CUP

BOY WONDER FROM ROSARIO

Lionel Messi and a date with destiny!
Even considering the galaxy 
of legends that came before 
him and made football the 
beautiful game that it is, Lio-
nel Messi has evoked com-
parisons with the best in the 
way that he is admired by his 
friends and foes in the game.

His silken feet, magical ball 
skills, mesmeric dribbles and 
darting runs into rival boxes 
have seen him attract a host 
of prefixes against his name. 
From being nicknamed ‘La 
Pulga’ (The Flea) back home 
in Argentina for his diminu-
tive stature, ‘Messiah’ to 
simply, the G.O.A.T, Messi 

has drawn every praise and 
compliment that there is in 
the footballing metaverse 
over the course of a golden 
career. With a record 35 titles 
with Barcelona, a club he 
represented for the longest 
time in his career, including 
4 Champions League, 10 
La Liga and 7 Copa Del Rey 
titles, his achievements in the 
game are not human.

Yet, for all his glorious ac-
complishments, breaking 
new grounds in the game and 
rewriting footballing records 
like few have, there is one 
frontier that has remained 
unconquered.

The agonising quest to win 
a major title for his national 

team has seen him endure 
many heartbreaking mo-
ments.

Images of him slumping to 
his knees, holding his head 
in his hands or throwing 
a blank, rueful stare at the 
heavens after failing to take 
Argentina over the line in 
successive Copa America fi-
nals in 2015 and 2016, only 
served to reinforce the fact 
that he is, after all, mortal.

While the weight of woe 
from the failed conquests that 
he had been carrying on his 
shoulders was eased some-
what after last year’s run to 
the championship at the Copa 
America, beating arch rivals 
Brazil in their own back-

yard, Messi’s failure to win 
the World Cup for Argentina 
in four attempts has stopped 
him short of matching the 
success of his idol -- ‘El Diego’ 
-- for club and country.

However, in what, in his 
own words, will be his last 
dance at the game’s biggest 
and most coveted showpiece 
event, the boy, who rose from 
the streets of Rosario to be-
come a veritable footballing 
demigod, has a chance to 
shake off the bogey that has 
stuck with him for the better 
part of his career.

It’s just one match now that 
separates Messi from that 
elusive maiden World Cup 
title for his homeland. That 

being said, the final is far 
from a foregone conclusion, 
as it will pit La Albiceleste 
against holders France.

While captain Messi and his 
muchachos will eye payback 
after the bruising 3-4 defeat 
to France in the 2018 edition, 
the defending champions, 
riding on the brilliance of ace 
marksmen Kylian Mbappe 
and Olivier Giroud, and com-
plimented by a vaunted mid-
field and a strong backline, 
are on the cusp of being the 
first team in 60 years to win 
successive World Cup titles.

Carrying the expectations 
of a nation desperate for a 
world title, Messi has single-
handedly lifted Argentina to 

the final after a sobering de-
feat to Saudi Arabia in their 
campaign opener.

All that remains to be seen 
now is whether the foot-
balling gods will smile on 
one of their favourite sons 
come Sunday’s finale. Should 
Argentina win, it would be a 
fitting and, in many ways, a 
fairytale end to a truly spec-
tacular footballing career.

If the final ends in defeat for 
the two-time world champi-
ons, the world would have 
witnessed Messi walking 
away with a tearful final wave 
at his adoring faithfuls at the 
Lusail stadium in Doha, pass-
ing on the mantle to the next 
lot of superstars.  
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Lionel Messi’s World Cup dream finally gets 
fulfilled as Argentina prevailed over France 
4-2 on penalties in a thrilling final in Doha


