
Fresh agitation 

in Madhya Pradesh 

in karnataka 

Word ‘pitai’ 
shouldn’t be used for 
jawans: Jaishankar 
hits out at Rahul 

tension Mounts in 
karnataka-Maharashtra 
border, section 144 iMPosed 

Tribal minor girl 
abducted by four men, 
given insecticide, dies 

oPPosition FuMes as 
govt unveils savarkar’s 
Portrait in asseMbly 

External affairs minister 
S Jaishankar on Monday, 
while reacting to the Op-
position’s walkout in the 
Rajya Sabha after the Chair 
rejected demands for a debate 

on Chinese incursion on the 
borders, said that India’s 
jawans should not be criti-
cised directly or indirectly. 
“Our soldiers are standing 
at a height of 13,000 feet in 
Yangtse and guarding our 
border. They should be

Tension prevailed in the 
border areas of Belagavi on 
the Maharashtra Karnataka 
border after members of the 
Maharastra Ekikaran Samiti 

(MES) and Nationalist Con-
gress Party staged a protest 
on Monday demanding they 
be allowed into Belagavi. 

A minor girl belonging to 
Falia tribe of Jawar, Madhya 
Pradesh who was abducted 
by four men and given insec-

ticide, died during treatment 
in the hospital, the police 
said on Monday. 

Karnataka Congress on 
Monday staged a protest 
outside the state Assembly 
after chief minister Basavraj 
Bommai unveiled a portrait 
of V D Savarkar inside the 
Karnataka Assembly Hall. 

The protest on the first day 
of the winter session of the 
state assembly was led by 
Leader of Opposition Sid-
daramaiah and the state 
unit chief D K Shivkumar. 

“They want that our Assem-
bly proceedings should not 
take place. 

Jds announces 
93 candidates 
For karnataka 
Polls
BENGALURU: With the 
upcoming Karnataka 
assembly elections still a 
few months away, Janata 
Dal (Secular) on Monday 
announced the names of 
candidates for 93 constit-
uencies. JDS’ candidate 
list has been announced 
at a time when parties 
like the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and Congress 
are still in deliberations 
for selecting candidates. 
JDS state president CM 
Ibrahim announced the 
names of candidates for 
93 constituencies. 

Wc Final:  
32 Million tuned 
to JiocineMa, 
overtakes tv 
NEW DELHI: In a major 
feat, online viewership 
in India during a global 
marquee sports event 
went past traditional 
television for the first dur-
ing Sunday’s World Cup 
final between Argentina 
and France. As many as 
32 million viewers tuned 
in to JioCinema on the 
final day of the FIFA World 
Cup Final as Argentina 
picked the FIFA World 
Cup Trophy for the first 
time since 1986. Accord-
ing to an official statement 
of JioCinema, over 110 
million viewers consumed 
the content on digital, 
making India one of the 
highest digital viewer-
ship markets for the FIFA 
World Cup.

bsF dePloys 
WoMen guards 
in sundarbans
KoLKATA: In a ma-
jor step symbolizing 
women’s empowerment, 
Border Security Force 
(BSF) South Bengal 
Frontier for the first time 
deployed Mahila Praharis 
to protect the interna-
tional border passing 
through the marshy and 
inaccessible Sundarbans 
area surrounded by 
vast dense forests and 
rivers. Securing borders 
in mighty Sundarbans 
spread over hundreds of 
square kilometres along 
the India-Bangladesh 
border in the North 
and South 24 Parganas 
districts of West Bengal 
is challenging. 

school bus  
collides With 
truck, 20 inJured
MEWAT: At least 20 
school children were 
injured after a school bus 
of the Aditya Army Public 
School collided with a 
truck container near Rai-
puri village of Haryana’s 
Mewat district on Monday. 
The incident took place 
when the school bus was 
carrying the children from 
Nuh to Ujina. 
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Punjab’s missing 
kids: 9884 in 9 years, 
no trace of 1450 

1971 War hero, bhairon singh 
rathore Passes aWay 

Legislator attends session with 
newborn, says ‘I’m a mother too’

‘Misogynistic goons’: sMriti counters 
cong leader’s ‘latke-Jhatke’ coMMent 

inhuMan: class 4 student dies as teacher 
throWs hiM oFF school First Floor 

Setback to Pak: No 
country supports 
Bilawal’s Kashmir agenda 

In a startling revelation, as 
many as 9884 children be-
low18 have gone missing or 
kidnapped in Punjab since 
2013. The state police have 
been able to locate 6941 chil-
dren while there is no trace 
of remaining 1450 children. 

The kids below 18 have gone 
missing or kidnapped from 
both public and private sec-
tor run shelters in Punjab. 

An RTI activist Akash Ver-
ma from Patiala who filed a 
complaint to the National 
Commissioner for Protec-
tion of Children Right (NCP-
CR) sought immediate direc-
tions so that the hapless

Border Security Force 
(BSF) veteran and hero of 
the India-Pakistan 1971 

war, Naik (Retd) Bhairon 
Singh Rathore passed away 
at the age of 81 on Monday. 
He took his last breath at AI-
IMS, Jodhpur. Bhairon Singh 
received the Sena Medal in 

1972 for his heroic action. At 
the Longewala post on the 
Jaisalmer border, he fought 
the Pakistan Army along 
with the Punjab  Regiment.

NCP MLA Saroj Ahir on 
Monday attended the Maha-
rashtra state assembly winter 
session in Nagpur with her 
newborn baby. 

The Nagpur winter session 
began on Monday and Ahire, 
the MLA from Deolali in Na-
sik attended the first session 
with her newborn. The NCP 
MLA delivered a baby on 30 
September and was seen ad-
dressing the media briefing. 

The video of the politician 
and mother carrying her 

infant to the official meeting 
went viral. Videos showed 

the legislators greeting the 
newborn baby and taking 
selfies with the napping 
infant.

The NCP leader stressed 
the importance of attend-
ing the session and said, “I 
am a mother and a people’s 
representative. For the past 
two and half years due to co-
rona pandemic, no assembly 
session has been held here in 
Nagpur. I am a mother now 
but to put my points and to 
raise questions, I have come 

Union minister Smriti Irani 
on Monday hit back against 

a Congress leader’s shocking 
“latkas” and “jhatkas” com-
ment with a sharp takedown 
of the party and Rahul Gan-
dhi, the prospects of whose 

contesting from Amethi had 
led to the controversy.

Tagging Mr Gandhi, Irani 
responded on Twitter.

A 10-year-old class 4 stu-
dent died on Monday after 

a teacher allegedly thrashed 
him and pushed him off the 
first-floor balcony of a gov-
ernment-run school at Hadli 
village in Naragund taluk of 

Karnataka’s Gadag district. 
According to the police, the 

teacher, identified as Muth-
appa Yellapa, 45, beat up 

In what has come as a set-
back to Pakistan, there was 
no support from any coun-
try on its Kashmir agenda at 
the United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC). Pakistan 

Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari’s attempt to 
internationalise the Kashmir 
issue by raking it up again 
at the UNSC on 14 Decem-
ber drew a blank, with not a 
single word of support com-
ing from member countries 
of the Council, diplomatic 
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Morning mess 

India Gate looks blurry amid dense fog at 
Kartavya Path, in New Delhi on Monday. ANi

The Opposition parties 
in Rajya Sabha put 
up a united front and 

staged a walkout from as 
their demand to hold a de-
bate over the recent clashes 
along the LAC between the 
Indian and Chinese forces 
at the Tawang sector in 
Arunachal Pradesh was dis-
allowed. 

Congress, AAP, RJD, RLD, 
CPIM(M), CPI, TMC, DMK, 
SP, NCP, Shiv Sena and 
the Kerala Congress were 
among other parties to stage 
the walkout when the Zero 
Hour was being conducted 
in the Upper House. 

Coming down heavily on 

the Opposition and its re-
lentless demand for a de-
bate, Union Minister Piyush 
Goyal said that the Opposi-
tion was behaving like an 
“obstructionist” who does 
not believe in the rules and 
regulations in the function-
ing of the Parliament. 

Addressing a press con-
ference, Goyal said: “Today 
in the Rajya Sabha, we wit-
nessed the frustration and 
the complete absence of de-
corum from the Opposition 
parties. Their frustration 
reached at a level where they 
don’t even believe in any 
rules and regulations in the 
functioning of Parliament.” 
“They are even denying the 
rulings and observations of 
the Chair. Unfortunately, 

the Opposition is behaving 
as an obstructionist and de-
structive,” Goyal said.

The Union Minister also 
said that the Opposition’s 
recent walkout from the Ra-
jya Sabha shows their “lack 
of faith” in the Army. 

The opposition sought to 
raise the issue with Leader 
of Opposition (LoP) Mal-
likarjun Kharge saying 
nothing is bigger than the 
nation and sought a detailed 
debate on clashes along the 
LAC between the Indian 
and Chinese forces at the 
Tawang sector on 9 De-
cember. “They (China) are 
encroaching on our land. If 
we don’t discuss this issue 
then what else should we 
discuss? We are ready for 

discussion on this issue in 
the House,” said the LoP in 
Rajya Sabha. 

Kharge said the Rajya Sab-
ha Chairman has residuary 
powers on rules for admit-
ting adjournment notices 
submitted by several MPs 
to hold discussions on the 
India-China border situa-
tion issue. 

Rajya Sabha Chairman 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, how-
ever, asked the opposition 
MPs to not convert it into a 
classroom and rejected the 
demand of the Opposition. 
Dhankar said he can’t give 
attention to notices that fail 
to follow rules, and repri-
manded MPs of Rajya Sabha 
for “more than 100 minutes 
of disruptions” of proceed-

ings in the House. 
Amid the din, the Chair-

man continued the Zero 
Hour following the Opposi-
tion staging walkout from 
the House. 

The Opposition MPs soon 
after held a press conference 
outside the House and at-
tacked the government for 
fleeing away from holding 
a discussion on the India-
China border issue. 

RJD leader Manoj Jha said 
bunkers and semi-perma-
nent structures are being 
constructed on the LAC. 
“We don’t have doubt on the 
capacity of the Indian Army 
but your (government) 
diplomacy is completely 
failed,” Jha said in the media 
briefing.

as oPPosition Walks out oF rs, 
govt says it is ‘destructive’  

india-china border clash

 The Opposition has been demanding a full debate on Tawang clash 
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MLA Saroj Ahire arrives with her newborn baby on Monday.
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Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur said on Monday that 
the era of peace began in the 
Northeast after 2014 and 
that there had been a drastic 
reduction in insurgency-re-
lated violence, highlighting 
the reduction in terrorism 
and insurgency in India’s 
Northeast.

“The era of peace started 
in the northeast after 2014. 
80% reduction in insurgen-
cy violence, 89% reduction 
in civilian deaths and 6000 
militants surrendered after 
2014. 265% reduction in 
left-wing extremism,” said 
Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur. His remarks came 
while he was addressing a 
press conference in the na-
tional capital.

“The approach adopted 
by Modi government is zero 
tolerance for terror. Decisive 
action has given us definitive 
results. If you look at surgical 
strikes and the Balakot strike 
and strike after strike against 
terrorists, has reduced ter-
rorism by 168% in J&K since 
2014,” said Thakur.

The Union Minister also 
highlighted the Centre’s 
take on terrorism and said, 
“India’s policy was always 
of zero tolerance against 
terrorism. Be it strengthen-

ing of UAPA law or NIA act 
amendment bill. The Indian 
government left no stone 
unturned under PM Modi’s 
leadership.”

“The Modi government did 
not hesitate to ban an outfit 
(PFI) that promoted radi-
calisation on the pretext of 
social welfare. We conducted 
a thorough probe against the 
outfit and arrested its mem-
bers. Action against radical 
organisations will continue,” 
he added.

Stressing on the rescue op-
erations, Thakur outlined 
numerous steps and active 
operations by the current 
central government.

“The rescue operations 
were only possible when the 
Modi government consid-
ered the life of every citizen 
important. Over 22,500 
people were rescued during 
the Russia-Ukraine war un-
der Operation Ganga. In the 
2021 Operation Devi Shakti, 
around 670 Indian citizens 
were rescued safely from 
Afghanistan. In the Wuhan 
evacuation 654, out of which 
647 were Indians,” he added.

A face-off between Indian 
and Chinese troops in the 
Tawang sector on 9 Decem-
ber led to minor injuries “to 
a few personnel” from both 
sides, sources said on Mon-
day and noted that both sides 
immediately disengaged.

Following the Yangtze skirmish between 
Indian and Chinese soldiers along the Line 
of Actual Control in the Tawang sector, the 
monks of the famous Tawang Monastery 
warned China that “it’s not 1962, it’s 2022,” 
and “the PM Narendra Modi government” 
is in charge.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi will 
not spare anyone. We support the Modi 
government and Indian army,” Lama Ye-
shi Khawo, a monk at Tawang Monastery, 
said, voicing the concerns of all those pres-
ent at the 17th-century monastery that has 
also witnessed the 1962 clash between the 
Asian giants.

Yesi Khawo said that the Chinese govern-
ment always “goes after” other countries’ 
territories, and it’s totally wrong.

“They also eye Indian land. The Chinese 
government is wrong. If they want peace 
in the world, then they shouldn’t do this. 
If they actually want peace, then they 
shouldn’t harm anyone,” Khawo said.

He also said that they have full trust in the 
present Indian government and the Indian 
Army, which will keep Tawang secure.

“During the 1962 war, the monks of this 
monastery helped the Indian Army. The 
Chinese army had also entered the monas-
tery, but they didn’t hurt anyone. Earlier, 
Tawang was part of Tibet, and the Chinese 
government had captured the land of Ti-
bet. The Chinese government claims that 
Tawang is also part of Tibet. But Tawang 
is an integral part of India. We don’t worry, 
because the Indian Army is at the border. 
We are not worried about the incidents that 
have happened along the border, and we 
are living here peacefully,” Yeshi Khawo 
said.

“The 6th Dalai Lama was born in Tawa-
ng. We have many blessings from the 5th 
and 6th Dalai Lama. At present, there are 
around 500 monks in the Tawang Mon-
astery. There are 89 small houses on the 
premises of the monastery and its Gurukul 
system. Apart from Buddhism philosophy, 
general education is also imparted,” Yeshi 
Khawo added. 
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‘Era of peace started 
after 2014’: Thakur on 
insurgency in Northeast 

Monks of Tawang Monastery 
warn China after Yangste face-off

Bharatiya Janata Party 
MP Sushil Modi has 
hit out at Bihar Chief 

Minister Nitish Kumar over 
compensation to the families 
of victims who died after 
consuming spurious liquor 
in Saran’s Chhapra.

Former Deputy Chief Min-
ister Sushil Modi said, “In 
2018, as per media reports, 
CM Nitish Kumar said com-
pensation will be given if li-
quor proves to be the cause 
of death. He promised Rs 4 
lakh each to the kin of hooch 
victims. In the Khajurbani 
hooch tragedy, compensa-
tion was given to the victims’ 
kin. Why not in Saran trag-
edy?”

The BJP MP also asserted 
that, had it been his party, 
it would have gone to any 
extent to give compensation 
to the families of the hooch 
tragedy victims. “As per the 
Excise and Provision Act, Ni-
tish Kumar will have to give 
compensation to the families 
of Saran hooch tragedy vic-
tims, and the BJP will go to 
any extent for these people,” 
added Sushil Modi.

Nitish Kumar’s former 
deputy’s comments came 
after the chief minister said 
last week that the fami-

lies of those who died after 
consuming spurious liquor 
would not receive compen-
sation. Nitish Kumar lost his 
cool and declared, “No com-
pensation will be provided 
to people who die after con-
suming spurious liquor. If 
you drink, you will die.”

Meanwhile, Bihar Excise 
Minister Sunil Kumar said 
that raids are being con-
ducted at various places so 
that all accused and those 
not yet mentioned in the FIR 
can be nabbed, especially the 
supplier and manufacturer.

“Raids being conducted at 
various places so that all ac-
cused and non-FIR accused 
can be nabbed, especially the 
supplier and manufacturer. 
As per the evidence found 
so far, we’re also awaiting 
a postmortem report. We’ll 
then take further action,” 

said Bihar Excise Minister 
Sunil Kumar.

Meanwhile, Janata Dal-
United (JD-U) national presi-
dent and Lok Sabha MP Ra-
jeev Ranjan alias Lalan Singh 
shot back and said that BJP is 
doing politics on the Hooch 
tragedy in Bihar’s Saran and 
the death toll due to spurious 
liquor in Saran given by the 
administration is genuine 
and if the BJP says the num-
ber is 200 deaths, then the 
party should share the name 
and details of those who died 
in the Hooch tragedy.

Lalan Singh told ANI that 
the government figure is 
the correct figure. Apart 
from this, if the BJP is talk-
ing about the deaths of 200 
people, then it should tell 
their names and addresses. 
It is a different thing that 
they keep accusing for polit-

ical reasons, but the biggest 
question is whether making 
and drinking spurious li-
quor is a criminal tendency 
and that comes under the 
category of crime.

JDU president further told 
ANI that in a previous case 
of spurious liquor deaths in 
Gopalganj, the lower court 
has given death sentences 
to those who made spurious 

liquor, so action was also 
taken.

The Bihar government has 
suspended five policemen 
from the Chhapra district, 
which also reported five 
more deaths from Siwan.

Most deaths reportedly oc-
curred over Wednesday and 
Thursday, evoking an uproar 
inside and outside the Bihar 
Assembly.

Days after tawang clash, Dalai 
lama praises inDia 

mOney laUnDering 

Dgp J&K speaKs 

Bilateral ties 

The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Monday in-
formed the Rouse Avenue 
Court that the supplementa-
ry chargesheet, which would 
be filed on or before 6 Janu-
ary 2022, would be a com-
mon chargesheet against all 
arrested accused in connec-
tion with the alleged Delhi 
Excise Policy scam money 
laundering case.

ED informed Special 
Judge M.K. Nagpal that 
the next supplementary 
chargesheet would be a com-
mon chargesheet. Noted the 
submissions court allowed 
the adjournment of the ar-
guements on the Bail peti-
tions of Vijay Nair, Abhishek 
Boinpally and Binoy Babu 
for January, at the request of 
lawyers representing them.

Last month, ED filed its 
first prosecution complaint 
(chargesheet) in a money 
laundering case revolving 
around an excise policy 

case. The chargesheet was 
filed against businessman 
Sameer Mahendru, and 
some entities informed ED 
officials in court.

The chargesheet was filed 
against businessman Sa-
meer Mahendru as the 60-
day mandatory period was 
getting over today. ED had 
made the first arrest of busi-
nessman Sameer Mahendru 
on 27 September in this case.

ED also informed the court 
that we will file a supple-
mentary chargesheet soon 
against the other arrested 
accused. 

Further investigation is 
continuing to investigate the 
role of ECIR, the named ac-
cused, and other persons on 
various allegations.

The investigation regard-
ing the role of other accused 
persons, including the phas-
ing out of the remaining pro-
ceeds of crime, is still pend-
ing, and a supplementary 
chargesheet would be filed 
at a later stage, the ED stated 
in court.

The Court is presently ex-
amining five bail petitions 
moved by businessmen 
Sharath Reddy, Sameer Ma-
hendru, Binoy Babu, Ab-
hishek Boinpally, and Vijay 
Nair.

The six accused Amit Aro-
ra last week sent to judicial 
custody till 28 December 
2022.

According to the ED, 
among the accused public 
servants are Delhi Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Si-
sodia, the then Excise Com-
missioner Arva Gopi Krish-
na, Deputy Commissioner 
Anand Tiwari and Assistant 
Commissioner Pankaj Bhat-
nagar.

Other accused are Manoj 
Rai, a former employee of 
Pernod Ricard; Amandeep 
Dhal, director of Brindco 
Sales; director of Buddy Re-
tail Amit Arora, and Dinesh 
Arora; authorised signa-
tories of Mahadev Liquors 
Sunny Marwah, Arun Ram-
chandra Pillai, and Arjun 
Pandey.

Jammu and Kashmir Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) 
Dilbagh Singh said on Mon-
day that border security is 
working strongly to thwart 
any infiltration attempt.

Speaking about the demo-
lition drive being conducted 
against Anti-Nationalist ele-
ments in the state, J&K DGP 
Dilbagh Singh said that a lot 
of buildings and institutions 
have been built to spread ter-
rorism. “The drive is being 
conducted to demolish any 
institution or building being 
constructed to spread terror-
ism and against such people 
as well,” he said. He further 
added that this year, infiltra-
tion has been lower than in 
past years.

“This year, infiltration 

has been lower than in past 
years. Our border security 
grid is working strongly. We 
will thwart any infiltration 
attempt,” said J&K DGP Dil-
bag Singh.

DGP Dilbag Singh said that 
police have seized a large 
quantity of drugs coming 
from across the border and 
that a big drug de-addiction 
centre is being established by 
J&K Police.

“Pakistan is sending drugs 
to harm youth in India. 
Police have seized a large 
quantity of drugs coming 
from across the border. Ille-
gal smuggling of drugs will 
be dealt with strictly. A big 
drug de-addiction centre is 
being established by J&K Po-
lice,” added J&K DGP Dilbag 
Singh.

Earlier on 11 December, 
DGP Dilbag Singh said that 
there are no “top command-
ers” of terrorists in the re-
gion, while stating that 44 of 
them have been neutralised 
this year.

The official said that terror-
ism has reached its “lowest 
level” owing to the support 
of the locals, including the 
youth. DGP said, “There are 
no top commanders left. We 
have neutralised 44 top com-
manders this year, and now 

we have to look for the top 
commanders.”

Asked about the growing 
threat of terrorism in the 
Jammu region, Singh said, 
“Militants have been wiped 
from every district of Jammu 
except one, and the remain-
ing too will be finished.”

“In Jammu, all the districts 
are free from militancy ex-
cept one, where three to four 
militants are left. Action is 
being taken there also. There 
is no day when no module 
comes to the fore and we 
don’t foil them,” he said.

The DGP said that the lo-
cal police, along with the se-
curity forces, are foiling the 
conspiracy by Pakistan to 
spoil the atmosphere.

The J-K DGP said that 
work is being done to wipe 
out the ecosystem that sup-
ports terrorism in Kashmir.

Delhi eXcise pOlicy case: eD tO 
file ‘cOmmOn’ chargesheet 

‘terrOrism has reacheD its lOwest level in J&K’ 
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spUriOUs liQOUr 

inDia-china BOrDer tensiOn 

 eXtremism 
on the radar

Gautam lahiri

‘argentinian’ 
welcOme fOr 
shah
ahead of the FiFa world 
Cup final match, union 
home Minister amit Shah 
went to the west Bengal 
government’s ‘nabanna 
auditorium. Since it was his 
first visit to the auditorium, 
the gates and surrounding 
area were draped in blue 
and white, the colours of 
world Cup champion ar-
gentina’s team jersey. even 
the colour of the carpet 
was not the usual red but 
blue. it was a coincidence 
that the visit of the home 
Minister for the meeting of 
the eastern Zonal Council 
coincided with the day of 
the FiFa finale. rather than 
the content of the meeting, 
it was more important to 
see the gestures shown by 
the Chief Minister, who is 
always critical of the home 
Minister. 

Uneasiness in 
cpi(m) 
The rajya Sabha Chair-
man, Jagdeep dhankhar, 
has been very supportive of 
CPi (M) MP Bikash ranjan 
Bhattacharya, who intro-
duced a private member’s 
bill on the judicial appoint-
ment bill. On his very first 
day as Chairman of the 
rajya Sabha, dhankhar 
advocated for the national 
Judicial appointment 
Commission bill, which 
was declared null and void 
by the Supreme Court. 
Most of the opposition 
parties were critical of 
the intention of the union 
government to reintroduce 
the system of appointment 
of judges other than the 
present collegium system. 
Though union law Minis-
ter Kiren rijiju clarified that 
the government has no 
intention to bring the nJaC 
bill again to the house, the 
CPi(M) MP has introduced 
a private member’s bill 
on judicial appointments, 
which would nullify the 
present Collegium system 
of judicial appointments. 
The CPi(M) Politburo 
has not taken any deci-
sion on this issue, but to 
their utter surprise, one 
of their members has 
introduced the bill without 
prior approval from the 
party. Some opposition 
party leaders believe 
that the Chairman of the 
house may have perhaps 
supported the move to 
introduce the bill because 
a private member’s bill 
cannot be introduced 
without his consent.

nO cOmmOn 
stanD 
The opposition parties are 
yet to form a united front in 
opposition to the uniform 
Civil Code bill, which is 
scheduled to be debated in 
the second half of the up-
coming budget session of 
the parliament. Congress, 
which is the main opposi-
tion party, is yet to form an 
opinion on this issue. The 
day the bill was introduced, 
the Congress bench was 
almost empty, and a lone 
member of the party op-
posed it. however, whether 
he has the support of his 
party is unknown. The rest 
of the opposition parties, 
including the left and TMC, 
were surprised to see the 
silence of the Congress on 
this very issue.

Tibetan spiritual leader Da-
lai Lama, on Monday, said 
that India is a perfect place 
and his permanent residence 
and that he prefers India.

While responding to a 
query over the Tawang 
clash, Dalai Lama at Kangra 
airport in Himachal Pradesh 
said, “Now things... General 
speaking, things are improv-
ing, I think in Europe and 
Africa and also in Asia. Now 
China also now more flex-
ible. Ok. But there is no point 
to return to China. I prefer 
India, best place and Kangra, 
Pandit Nehru choice. This 
place is my permanent resi-
dence. It’s very right. Thank 
you.”

“Medical checkup. Other-
wise so basic sort of physical 
condition no problem. There 
is little pain (shows his left 
arm near shoulder) other-
wise no problem,” he added, 
while giving details about his 
health updates.

This statement came in the 
backdrop of the 9 December 
clash where People’s Libera-
tion Army troops contacted 
the LAC in Tawang Sector, 
which was contested by 
Indian troops in a firm and 
resolute manner. This face-
off led to minor injuries to 
a few personnel from both 
sides.

Giving a statement in the 
Rajya Sabha, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh explained 
to the House about an inci-
dent and said, “On 9 Decem-
ber 2022, PLA troops tried 
to transgress the LAC in the 
Yangtse area of Tawang Sec-

tor and unilaterally change 
the status quo. The Chinese 
attempt was contested by 
our troops in a firm and reso-
lute manner. 

He added, “The ensuing 
face-off led to a physical 
scuffle in which the Indian 
Army bravely prevented 
the PLA from transgress-
ing into our territory and 
compelled them to return to 
their posts.”

He further said, “The scuf-
fle led to injuries to a few 
personnel on both sides”, 
and clarified that “There are 
no fatalities or serious casu-
alties on our side”.

chhapra lOcals tOlD me nearly 200 
have DieD: UniOn minister rK singh
union Minister rK Singh on Monday accused the Bihar gov-
ernment of hiding the death toll in the Saran hooch tragedy 
and said that the locals have informed him that nearly 200 
people died in the district. The minister claimed that the 
people also informed him about the burning of the bodies.

“They have been forced to say under pressure from the 
administration that these people died due to cold,” Singh 
told ani.

hitting out at the nitish Kumar government over the hooch 
tragedy, the Minister said that the administration has failed 
in the state and spurious liquor is being made in the state 
“openly”.

“You are asking why the liquor ban is not implemented in 
the whole country. But why is the nitish Kumar government 
not able to implement the decision you have taken? all the 
people who have died are poor. all the people who are in jail 
due to liquor prohibition are poor,” he said.

The Minister further inquired about the number of people 
who have been arrested in the illegal liquor issue so far.

“The Bihar government is claiming that 72 people have 
died in Saran, but the people of Chhapra told me that about 
200 people died and the bodies were burnt. i want to ask the 
state government how many people have been arrested for 
making illicit liquor?” he said.

OppOsitiOn targets nitish Over 
hOOch cOmpensatiOn, cm says nO

Nitish kumar on being questioned over Hooch tragedy during 
winter session.

Dalai Lama speaking to the media on Monday. 

Dilbagh Singh

The Pakistan High Commis-
sion in New Delhi issued 96 
visas to a group of Indian 
Hindu pilgrims for visiting 
the Shree Katas Raj Temple, 
also known as Qila Katas, in 
Chakwal district of Punjab 
from 20 to 25 December.

Each year, a large number 
of Sikh and Hindu pilgrims 
from India visit Pakistan to 
observe various religious 
festivals or occasions. In 
addition, a large number of 
Indian Hindus are issued 
visas by the Pakistan High 
Commission on a regular 
basis to visit their families 
and friends in Pakistan.

 The issuance of visas to 
Sikh and Hindu pilgrims is 
in line with Pakistan’s efforts 
to facilitate visits to religious 
shrines.

Pakistan high 
commission 
issues visas 
to 96 Indian 
pilgrims



The exercise to bring 
in Telecom Bill and 
Digital Data Protec-

tion Bill is in a “very ad-
vanced stage” and is likely 
to be tabled in Parliament 
during the next Monsoon 
Session, said the Union min-
ister of communications and 
electronics, and Information 
Technology Ashwini Vaish-
naw.

“Prime Minister has given 
a very clear vision that there 
should be a legal framework 

for the Digital Empowered 
Society. In this exercise very 
advanced work is going on 
Telecom Bill, Digital Data 

Protection Bill and Digital 
India Bill,” Vaishnaw said, at 
Google For India event held 
in the national capital on 
Monday. Further, the minis-
ter added that two of the bills 
have already been placed for 
public consultation and the 
third bill -- Digital India Bill 
-- will also be published very 
soon.

“We have taken special 
care in all three bills that it 
should be easy to under-
stand, should be technology 
agnostic, should be future 
ready,” the minister added.

All three Bills, he said, fo-

cus on how to secure digital 
space.

Moreover, speaking about 
India’s digital adoption, 
Vaishnaw said that people in 
India are adopting technol-
ogy very fast. It has a good 
impact in the country and is 
percolated to the startup eco-
system in Tier 2, and Tier 3 
cities, small towns, and vil-
lages.

“At the same time, the fo-
cus is on how to give a new 
shape to the new develop-
ments that are taking place 
according to the needs of the 
society,” he added. 

Member of Parliament Kar-
tikeya Sharma on Monday 
raised the issue of sorry 
state of affairs of Employee 
State Insurance Corpora-
tion (ESIC) Health Centres 
in Haryana. 

Making a special men-
tion in Rajya Sabha, the 
MP said: “I am very sorry 
to mention that the state of 
affairs at the region’s ESIC 
Health Centres, which cater 
to employees of private and 
government sectors, is very 
pathetic as they are plagued 
with an acute shortage of 
doctors and paramedical 
staff.” 

He added that lack of re-
quired strength of doctors, 
especially specialists, forces 
the patients to seek treat-
ment in already overbur-
dened government-run or 
private hospitals with hefty 
cost. “Also, the inflow of pa-
tients is so high that medical 
infrastructure in the ESIC 
Health Centres has practi-
cally broken with patients 
waiting for even three 
months for MRI, CT-Scan 
and other imaging tests”, 

Kartikeya Sharma said. 
Another issue is that only 

15 hospitals have tied up 
with ESIC in Haryana. 

Informing the Upper 
House, the MP said that it is 

heartening to hear that the 
Central Government has 
announced five ESIC Hos-
pitals will be set up in the 
districts of Hisar, Ambala, 
Karnal, Sonipat/Rohtak 
and Panchkula of Haryana 
to ensure affordable health-
care for the people working 
in the unorganized sector. 

“I have also heard that 

hon’ble Prime Minister 
has instructed the ESIC to 
expand its medical infra-
structure by enhancing its 
reach to all 740 districts 
of the country by using its 

more than Rs. Trillion Re-
serve Fund, lying mostly in 
fixed-income instruments 
with the banks.” 

The MP urged the Union 
government to take imme-
diate steps to set up the hos-
pitals and do the needful to 
fill the vacant posts of doc-
tors and paramedical staff 
urgentiy.

securing digital space
sorry state of affairs

in parliament 

irreparable damage

awarded life sentence
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‘telecom bills in advanced 
stage, likely to be tabled 
in monsoon session’

Haryana needs more ESIC Health 
Centres, doctors and medical 
staff: MP Kartikeya Sharma 

Rape convict Kuldeep 
Sengar moves High Court 
seeking interim bail for 
daughter’s marriage

process for recovering money for depositors 
post loan write-off are layered: sitharaman

nora vs Jacqueline: delhi court 
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Union Agriculture Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar 

Ashwini Vaishnaw

MP Kartikeya Sharma in RS on Monday. 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman on Monday said the processes 
for recovering money for depositors 
post bank loan write-offs are “layered” 
while noting that small depositors are 
put to “extreme difficulty” in the pro-
cess of justice delivery.

“Unfortunately the processes are so 
layered that by the time justice is sought 
to be delivered, many of the small de-
positors are put to extreme difficulty,” 
Sitharaman said in Lok Sabha. Her 
response in the Lower House of Par-
liament was in reply to a question by 
member Supriya Sule citing on the pro-
cess of recovering money from banks, 
while citing a specific example of the 
Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative 
(PMC) Bank issue.

“The processes are very layered. 
There are times when even if there are 
defaulters...and even if their assets are 

attached, it requires very complicated 
processes through the court,” Sithara-
man further responded to Sule.

Sitharaman also mentioned there is 
“definitely a need” to look at how the 
government can simplify the process 
without denying justice to the deposi-
tors.

Particular to PMC Bank, the Union 
finance minister said: “We have par-
ticularly in this case approached the 
court saying could you please release 
a portion of what was attached by the 

agencies which went to enforce it. The 
courts would not allow you to detach 
that element or portion to give relief to 
particular bank depositors.”

Sule, in her question, said the inten-
tion may be good, but the processes 
are so long that the depositors and the 
investors do not get their money re-
turned.

“If they are looking at recovering of 
money, I will give a specific example 
of PMC Bank. Their intention may be 
good, but the processes are so long that 
the depositors and the investors do not 
really get their money back. They do the 
write-off, but who really benefits from 
it? Is there any way by which they can 
shorten the process?” Sule questioned.

In September 2019, the RBI report-
edly imposed curbs on the bank, saying 
that depositors would not be allowed 
to withdraw more than Rs 1,000 for 
six months. The withdrawal limit was 
later raised to Rs 25,000, and then to Rs 
40,000 in October 2019.

Union Agriculture Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar will 
be hosting a special ‘Millet 
only’ lunch for members of 
Parliament of both Lok Sab-
ha and Rajya Sabha today 
to mark the “Millet Year” a 
special initiative of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

PM Narendra Modi will be 
participating in this lunch 
on the parliament premises 
today. Special Chefs have 
been brought in from Karna-
taka to make ragi specialities 

like Idli and ragi Dosa, said 
sources.

Rotis will be made out of 
ragi and Jawar and will be 
served to the member of 
Parliament to promote Mil-
let eating Culture, added the 
sources. Other food items 
include Bajra and Jowar Kh-
ichdi and Bajra Kheer.

On the initiative of PM 
Modi, the United Nations 
has declared the year 2023 
as the International Year of 
Millet (IYOM).

The government of India 
notified Millet as a nutri-
tious -cereal in April 2018 

and millet has also been in-
cluded in the Poshan Mis-
sion campaign.

Under the National Food 
Security Mission (NFMS), a 
nutritious cereal component 
for Millet is being imple-

mented in 212 districts of 14 
States.

Asia and Africa are the 
primary production and 
consumption centres of Mil-
let crops. India, Niger, Sudan 
and Nigeria are the primary 
producer of millet.

Jowar and Proso Millets 
(Common Millet) are the 
most cultivated millets in 
the 112 and 35 countries re-
spectively. Sorghum and 
pearl millet cover more than 
90 per cent area and produc-
tion. The remaining produc-
tion comes from Ragi (Finger 
Millets), Cheena (Proso Mil-

lets), Foxtail Millets (Kangni) 
and other non-segregated 
millets.

India is the major pro-
duction country of Millet 
in which Kangni, Kutki or 
small millet, Kodon, Gan-
gora or Barnyard, china and 
Brown top are included with 
Jowar, Bajra, Ragi and small 
millets. Most of the states 
in India grow one or more 
millet crop species. During 
the last 5 years, our country 
produced more than 13.71 to 
18 million tonnes of millet 
with the highest production 
in 2020-21. 

in the courts
DElhi hC issuEs 
shOW CausE NOTiCE 
TO laWyER iN 
CONTEmpT CasE
New Delhi: The Delhi hC on 
Monday issued a show cause 
notice to an advocate in a sou 
moto contempt case. A division 
bench of justices Sidharth Mridul 
and Talwant Singh issued notice 
to advocate Shakti Chand Rana 
to show why not a contempt 
proceeding be started against 
him. None appeared on his behalf. 
The bench directed the advocate 
to file a reply in four weeks’ time. 
he has been directed to remain 
present personally in the next 
hearing date on 30 January, 
2023. The bench has directed the 
registry to serve notice through 
all means. The bench directed to 
execute dasti order at residence 
through the concerned ShO. 

plEa mOvED aGaiNsT 
OvERCROWDiNG Of 
pRisONERs iN TihaR 
WiThDRaWN fROm 
DElhi hC
New Delhi: A Public interest 
litigation (Pil) concerning the 
overcrowding of prisoners in the 
Tihar Prison Complex has been 
withdrawn from the Delhi high 
Court on Monday. The Plea stated 
that the number of inmates in 
Tihar Jail has exceeded the actual 
capacity of each Barrack and it is 
on record that there is a huge rise in 
the total number of inmates in the 
said Complex. The bench of Justice 
Satish Chander Sharma and Justice 
Subramonium Prasad allowed the 
petitioner to withdraw the petition 
and file a new one with better facts 
and research. “Do your homework 
and then file a fresh petition,” said 
the Bench. 

sC sET asiDE 
CONviCTiON Of maN 
uNDER 498a ipC
New Delhi: The SC set aside the con-
viction of a man accused of harass-
ing her wife leading to her death, 
observing variance in multiple dying 
declarations. A bench set aside the 
MP hC order as it noted that there 
were multiple dying declarations and 
the man was not named in the first 
dying declaration. “The principles 
enunciated by the decision of this 
court, especially laxman and the 
decisions dealing with multiple dying 
declarations, adduced in the course 
of a criminal trial, especially where 
the deceased had been a victim of 
burns and had succumbed to burn 
injuries and had prior to death made 
more than one dying declaration 
have indicated that test of credibility 
having regard to overall facts on 
record, has to be adopted,” SC noted.

DCW issuEs NOTiCE 
TO DElhi pOliCE OvER 
miNOR muslim GiRl’s 
maRRiaGE 
New Delhi: Delhi Commission for 
women (DCw) has issued a notice 
to Delhi Police seeking action taken 
report in connection with an abuse 
case reported from Delhi’s Darya-
ganj area. in its statement issued 
on Monday, the Commission said 
that they received a complaint from 
the girl who stated that she was 
married in Feb 2022 at the age of 15 
years in Badaun after which she got 
pregnant. her in-laws tried to abort 
the foetus but failed. The minor has 
alleged her husband and in-laws as-
saulted her with a hot Tava. She has 
also stated that her husband threw 
her out of her matrimonial house, 
and after that, she came to Delhi 
to her parental home where she is 
presently residing, stated DCw.

The Patiala House Court of 
Delhi on Monday listed the 
hearing on a defamation 
complaint filed by Bolly-
wood actor Nora Fatehi for 
the next month.

Nora recently filed a defa-

mation suit against Jacque-
line Fernandez and various 
media organisations in Delhi 
Court. The Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate (CMM) 
of Patiala House Court on 
Monday marked the case 
to Metropolitan Magistrate 
(MM) Kapil Gupta to hear 
this case. The MM layer list-

ed the matter for 21 January, 
2023. Nora has claimed that 
Jacqueline Fernandez’s state-
ment has caused harm to 
her reputation for malicious 
reasons. Nora Fatehi, in the 
criminal defamation case, 
stated that she is aggrieved 
of defamatory remarks made 
by Jacqueline.

Expelled Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leader Kuldeep 
Singh Sengar moved a plea 
before the Delhi High court 
seeking interim bail for his 
daughter’s wedding in Feb-
ruary 2023. Sengar Singh 
Sengar is a convict in a mi-
nor’s rape case.

He was convicted and 
awarded a life sentence for 
raping a minor in Unnao in 
2017. A division bench com-
prising justices Sidharth 
Mridul and Talwant Singh 
listed the matter before an-
other bench of which justice 
Talwant Singh won’t be a 
member.

The matter is to be listed 
before another bench on 22 
December.

Kuldeep Sengar has sought 
interim bail for his daugh-
ter’s wedding. His daughter’s 
wedding is in February and 
ceremonies would start in 
January 2023 itself.

Sengar was also convicted 
and sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment in the case of 
custodial death of the father 
of the victim of the rape case.

His appeal against the con-
viction and sentence is pend-
ing before the High Court.

Earlier on 31 March, the 
Delhi High Court had issued 
notice to the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) and 
others on the bail plea of for-
mer Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) MLA Kuldeep Singh 
Sengar.

The bench comprising Jus-
tice Siddharth Mridul and 
Justice Rajnish Bhatnagar 
issued notice to CBI and the 
victim in the case.

Advocate N Hariharan 
submitted before the bench 
that the petitioner has been 
long incarcerated in this case 
and that he has been in jail 
for the last four years.

The bench asked about 
the sentence in this case. To 
which Hariharan submitted 
that the petitioner is award-
ed a life sentence. He argued 
that the gravity of this case 
was enhanced the mo-
ment POCSO was invoked. 
Though the reality is that 
the victim was not a minor 
on the day of the incident.

Hariharan further submit-
ted that the victim and her 
mother have filed affidavits 
stating that the victim was 
not a minor on the day of the 
incident.

Sengar was also convicted 
and sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment in the case of 
custodial death of the father 
of the victim of the rape case. 
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25 aai airports 
earmarked for 
leasing 
New Delhi: As per Na-
tional Monetization Pipe-
line (NMP), 25 airports 
of the Airports Authority 
of india (AAi) have been 
earmarked for leasing 
over the years 2022 to 
2025, said the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation on Monday. 
Minister of State for Civil 
Aviation VK Singh, in reply 
to a question in Rajya 
Sabha on Monday, said 
AAi airports are leased 
out in the public interest 
for their better manage-
ment utilizing private 
sector efficiency and 
investment. 

ls passes 
anti-maritime 
piracy bill
New Delhi: lok Sabha on 
Monday passed the Anti-
maritime Piracy Bill, 2019 
that seeks to provide an 
effective legal instrument 
to combat piracy not only 
in territorial waters and 
the exclusive economic 
zone (eeZ) but also on 
the high seas. Speaking 
in lok Sabha during the 
discussion on the Bill, 
external Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar said “The 
official amendment has 
provided punishment for 
life. earlier, there was 
provision for death. Now, 
the provision for death 
has been amended as 
per government amend-
ment to punishment to 
death or with imprison-
ment for life, if such a 
person is committing the 
act of piracy and causes 
death or an attempt 
thereof.” 

‘20,980 base 
stations 
installed for 5g’
New Delhi: The Telecom 
Service Providers (TSPs) 
have started providing 5G 
services in the country 
and a total of 20,980 
base stations services 
have been installed in 
14 states and union ter-
ritories till 26 November 
this year, Minister of 
State for Communica-
tion Devusingh Chauhan 
has told the Parliament. 
in a written reply to 
question by BJP Rajya 
Sabha member Sushil 
Kumar Modi on 5G tow-
ers, the minister said 
the TSPs are installing 
approximately 2,500 base 
stations per week on 
average. 

‘india becomes 
second-largest 
steel producer 
in world’
New Delhi: Union minister 
Jyotiraditya Scindia said 
that india had become 
the second-largest steel 
producer in the world in 
the last eight years. while 
replying to a question on 
the impact on the steel 
industry with india import-
ing 25 per cent of steel 
production to the euro-
pean Union, Scindia said, 
“india has now reached 
a new record. we have 
become the second larg-
est steel producer in the 
world in the last 8 years, 
doubling our capacity 
from 150 to 154 million 
tonnes of production. we 
are very aware of the envi-
ronmental concerns.” 
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The Defence Ministry will 
take up an important Army 
proposal for the develop-
ment of light tanks for de-
ployment on the China bor-
der at a meeting scheduled 
to be held later this week. 

The high-level meeting of 
the Defence Ministry will 
discuss the proposal for 
buying 354 of these tanks 

under Make in India, gov-
ernment sources told ANI. 
The Indian Army has is-
sued specifications for its 
future light tank which has 
been named ‘Zorawar’. 

The tank has been named 
after the legendary general 
who led multiple successful 
victories in Tibet which is 
now controlled by the Chi-
nese Army.

Army officials said that 
to overcome the limitations 

faced by medium battle 
tanks and equip the Indian 
Army for all contingen-
cies in High Altitude Area 
(HAA), marginal terrain 
and island territories be-
sides its utilisation in the 
plains, semi-deserts and 
deserts, it is now important 
to induct light tanks. 

The Indian Army had to 
induct a considerable num-
ber of T-72 and T-90 tanks 
in operational areas, gain-

ing tactical surprise over the 
adversary and thereby forc-
ing the adversary on a back 
foot. 

“However, the tanks were 
primarily designed for op-
erations in plains and desert 
terrain having their own 
limitations when employed 
in high altitude Areas. They 
face a similar handicap 
when employed in marginal 
terrain of Rann of Kutch,” 
an official said. 

Google CEO Sundar Pichai 
met Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday here 
and said it is inspiring to 
see the rapid pace of tech-
nological change under his 
leadership. 

Pichai, CEO, Google and 
Alphabet, said he looked 
forward to continuing 

strong partnership and 
supporting India’s G20 

presidency to advance 
open internet that works 

for all. “Thank you for a 
great meeting today PM 
@narendramodi. Inspir-
ing to see the rapid pace of 
 technological change un-
der your leadership. Look 
forward to continuing our 
strong partnership and sup-
porting India’s G20 presi-
dency to advance an open, 
connected internet that 
works for all, Pichai said in 
a tweet. 

The Border Roads Orga-
nization (BRO) is engaged 
in major infrastructural 
development works along 
the bordering areas and the 
government has planned to 
connect all bordering vil-
lages of Arunachal Pradesh 
with good connectivity 
roads. Apart from the road 
connectivity, the BRO is 
engaging in construction 
works of two important tun-
nels in Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Tawang and West Kameng 
districts which will become 
the game changer for the In-
dian security forces in view 
of security issues towards 
the international border. 
 
The BRO has engaged in all 
infrastructural development 
works under Project Vartak. 
According to the officials, 
the constitution works of 
the Nechiphu Tunnel, at 
an altitude of 5,700 feet, is 
a unique 500-metre-long 
“D-shaped, Single Tube 
Double Lane Tunnel” on 
the Balipara-Charduar-
Tawang (BCT) road in West 

Kameng district, is nearby 
of completion and the con-
struction works of the Sela 
Pass tunnel will also be com-
pleted in next 5-6 months. 
 
The Nechiphu tunnel will 
accommodate two-way 
traffic and will be equipped 
with modern lighting and 
safety facilities and the tun-
nel has been conceived to 
bypass extreme foggy con-
ditions prevailing around 
Nechiphu Pass which have 
caused hindrance to gen-
eral traffic and military 
convoys for many decades. 
The Nechiphu tunnel will 
be provided with a state-of-
the-art electro-mechanical 
system including firefighting 
devices, an auto illumination 
system and Supervisory 
Control and Data Acquisi-
tion (SCADA) controlled 
monitoring systems and 
it will also accommodate 
raised footpaths on both 
sides for safer pedestrian 
movement which will have 
ducts for power cables, op-
tical fibre cables and utility 
lines to strengthen the civic 
amenities infrastructure. 
 

Under Project Vartak the 
BRO is also engaged in the 
construction works of anoth-
er strategic tunnel, the Twin 
Tube (1,555 meters and 980 
meters) “The Sela Tunnel 
Project” on the same road. 
In an exclusive interview 
with ANI, Brig Raman Ku-
mar, Chief Engineer, Var-
tak said that heavy vehicle 
movement is hampered in 
the current Sela Pass road 
during the winter season. 

“Now with the construc-
tion of the Sela Pass tun-
nel traffic will be allowed 
throughout the year. The 
heavy vehicles whether it 
is security forces or private 
industry equipment which 
is moving to the area will be 
able to pass easily through 
the Sela tunnel and acces-
sibility to Tawang will be 
opened up. As well as it will 
boost tourism. It is a very 
important tunnel. The BRO 
is very happy and proud to 
give this to the nation,” Brig 
Raman Kumar said. 

He also said that apart 
from the roads we are hav-
ing two important tunnels. 
“Sela tunnel is under con-
struction and it is about 

400 meters below the Sela 
Pass. We have two tunnels 
in that alignment. Once that 
tunnel is completed, we will 
have throughout the winters 
also people would be able to 
pass through the Sela Pass 
and it will provide good con-
nectivity in the Tawang dis-
trict. Another tunnel we are 
having is at Nechiphu. Apart 
from it, we have bridges, he-
lipads and so many other 
works which are helped in 
the overall development of 
the Tawang district,” Brig 
Raman Kumar said. 

He further said that the 
Nechiphu tunnel is almost 
near completion and we are 
doing the finishing line of 
the road work. In the next 
2-3 months, the Nechiphu 
tunnel will be opened for 
public, civilian traffic. The 
Sela Pass tunnel, it’s a long 
tunnel - one tunnel is 1590 
meter long tunnel and an-
other is almost a kilometre in 
length the condition in that 
area is very tough, but BRO 
is working overnight and 24-
hour works are going on and 
our task is to open the tun-
nel for the public as earliest 
as possible. 

Defence Ministry to discuss proposal 
for acquiring  ‘Zorawar’ light tanks

Sundar Pichai to PM Modi: ‘Inspiring to 
see tech change under your leadership’

BRO ramping up roads in 
Arunachal along LAC

continued from page 1

Word ‘pitai’ shouldn’t be used for 
jawans: Jaishankar to rahul 
 respected and appreciated,” Jaishankar said while speak-
ing in Lok Sabha during the Winter Session of Parliament. 
Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar on Monday re-
jected all nine notices under rule 267 saying they were not 
in order. 

Reacting to Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s comment on 
the Indian and Chinese troops clash in Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Tawang recently, the minister said that the word “pitai” 
should not be used for our jawans. 

“We have no problem with political criticism but we 
should not disrespect our jawans. I have heard that my 
own understanding needs to be deepened. When I see who 
is giving the advice I can only bow and respect. The word 
‘pitai’ should not be used for our jawans,” Jaishankar hit out 
at Rahul Gandhi without naming him. 

Rahul Gandhi, earlier on Friday while comment-
ing on the recent faceoff between India and China 
had said that Indian jawans in Arunachal Pradesh 
are being “thrashed up” by the Chinese Army troops. 
“The ones who captured 2,000 sq km of India and killed 
20 Indian soldiers, and are thrashing our soldiers in 
Arunachal Pradesh,” Gandhi had said.

opposition fumes as govt unveils 
savarkar’s portrait in assembly 
They want it  disrupted. They have brought this photo be-
cause we are going to raise a lot of corruption issues against 
them. They don’t have any development agenda,” Karna-
taka Congress chief and MLA Shivakumar said. 

Addressing a press conference Siddaramaiah condemned 
the decision to install Savarkar’s portrait.” It is not a protest. 
It is demand. I am making it clear to install portraits of other 
national leaders and social reform leaders”. 

Siddaramaiah said this was a tactic to divert the attention 
of people, “In order to divert the attention of people, they 
are doing this. We will not continue with the protest. It is a 
symbolic demand made by the Congress Legislature party. 
The Speaker should have taken the confidence of the house. 
That has not been done. It has not been discussed in the 
business advisory committee also”. 

“Keeping all of us in the dark, unilaterally the Speaker 
has taken a decision to put up Savarkar’s photograph 
and other leaders. Who are the other leaders? We do 
not know. We are ignorant of these things,” he added. 
Siddaramaiah said as a leader of the opposition he should 
have been informed about the portrait issue.

Meanwhile, the BJP has hit out agains the Opposition pro-
tests. “There must be ideological differences but Savarkar 
is a freedom fighter, then ask Siddaramaiah, whose poster 
must be put, of Dawood Ibrahim?,” Union Minister Pralhad 
Joshi said today in Delhi outside the Parliament.

tension mounts in Karnataka-
maharashtra border
Belagavi Police has denied permission to MES to conduct 
its Maha Melava at the Vaccine Depot ground in Tilakwadi 
and clamped prohibited orders in Tilakwadi Police Station 
jurisdiction. Members of the MES and the NCP staged a 
protest at the Kognoli toll plaza. 

Police said they have removed the pavilion set up for the 
event in the Vaccine Depot area. 

Section 144 has been imposed in the area and heavy se-
curity has been deployed at the site of the MES convention 
which was scheduled to take place on the first day of the 
winter session of the Karnataka Assembly today. 

According to officials, ADGP Alok Kumar of the Law 
and Order visited the Tilakwadi area and took stock of the 
situation. “MES planned for a protest and demanded the 
entry of Maharashtra ministers into Karnataka. But Chief 

Minister has clearly said that no one will be allowed,” the 
ADGP Alok Kumar said. 

According to police, Chief Minister BS Bommai has made 
it clear that no ministers from Maharashtra will be allowed 
entry into Belagavi. 

The Maharastra Ekikaran Samiti also known as the Ma-
harashtra Integration Committee staged a protest after 
authorities in Karnataka denied permission to allow a few 
leaders from Maharashtra into Belagavi. 

Supporters of MES claim that Belagavi belongs to Ma-
harashtra and should be given to Maharashtra. “Belagavi 
belongs to Maharashtra. Some MLAs and ministers from 
Maharashtra wanted to come to Belagavi. But authorities 
denied permission to them. that is why we are protesting,” 
supporters of MES said. 

Meanwhile, Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, 
speaking on the border issue with Karnataka in the Legis-
lative Assembly, said that there should not be any politics 
on it now. “For the first time, the Union Home Minister has 
mediated in the inter-state border dispute between Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka. 

There should be no politics on this issue now. We should 
stand together with the border residents,” said Chief Min-
ister Shinde. Earlier, Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai had a telephonic conversation with Shinde.

tribal minor girl abducted by four 
men, given insecticide, dies 
The girl child of a Falia tribal family had gone missing since 
Saturday night. After searching for the entire day on Sun-
day when she was not found anywhere, her relatives went 
to Jawar police station late in the evening to lodge a missing 
report, the police said. On the same day, the police found a 
girl lying unconscious near a field. Foam was coming out of 
her mouth. The girl was rushed to the hospital, the police 
said. 

Khandwa SP, Vivek Singh said that the minor girl in her 
statement said that four miscreants made her drink insec-
ticide after which she fell unconscious. The victim was not 
able to identify any of the accused as they wore masks. 

The police are investigating the matter and will take ac-
tion against all the accused involved in this case, said the 
SP. 

punjab’s missing kids: 9884 in  
9 years, no trace of 1450 
victims are saved and do not fall prey to human trafficking 
or any other criminal activities. Activist Verma alleged that 
most of the kids run out of orphanages because of sexual 
exploitation that is quite rampant.  

The activist said he obtained the yearwise information 
from the office of Assistant Inspector General of Police after 
filing a complaint to the First Appellate authority, regarding 
the missing or kidnapped children under RTI Act. 

As per the information, as many as146 children are still 
untraced in Jalandhar, followed by 117 in Ludhiana, 117 in 
Amritsar, 117 in SAS Nagar. There are many other districts 
from where kids are yet to be traced.  

The activist alleged that this figure depicts the fact that 
the Police Department of Punjab has failed to take the effec-
tive steps to trace minor children that went missing or were 
kidnapped. The minor children might be used for human 
trafficking purposes. He said in the data of missing children 
the maximum number is of girl children. As compared to 
boys, girl children were kidnapped or remained missing in 
the past few years.

Notably, till 2020, total 1019 girls are missing and could 
not be traced whereas 431 boys that went missing are still 
to be traced. 

setback to pak: no country supports 
bilawal’s Kashmir agenda 
sources told The Daily Guardian.

Bhutto’s outburst and uncivilised remarks against Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi did not also find any taker at the 
global forum, say sources. “In personal interactions, most 
of FM Bhutto’s counterparts from the UNSC member na-
tions expressed displeasure over the comments that he 
made against PM Modi,” sources said.   

“During interactions with External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar, the foreign ministers of various countries in 
New York condemned Pakistan FM’s attempt to derail the 
discussions on terrorism by raising the Kashmir issue,” 
sources said.  “In what can be viewed as India’s diplomatic 
triumph, Pakistan’s Kashmir agenda did not get any sup-
port from the UNSC member countries,” sources said, 
adding, “Not a single word of support for Bhutto’s views 
came from any other country till date.”  “On the contrary, 
Bhutto was asked by senior leaders in New York to ensure 
that the government in Islamabad takes some concrete and 
credible steps against terrorists active on the territory un-
der Pakistan’s control,” said sources.

Pakistan FM did not succeed in persuading the world 
community on his Kashmir agenda, as all his arguments 
met with disapproval from the global leaders, sources 
said. Bhutto playing victim card on the issue of terror was 
also rejected by the international community. “In fact, Jais-
hankar’s strong and powerful counter to Bhutto’s remarks 
sounded more convincing to the global community,” said 
a source. “A country that hosted slain al-Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden and attacked a neighbouring Parlia-
ment does not have credentials to sermonize before the 
Council.” 

These were words with which Jaishankar had hit back at 
Pakistan for raising the Kashmir issue. There is no deny-
ing that the international community was convinced how 
Pakistan provided safe haven to Osama bin Laden after 
the 9/11 attacks in America. 

The Indian foreign ministry statement describing Bhut-
to’s remarks as a new low even for Pakistan was endorsed 
by foreign ministers of various key countries, diplomats 
who have feedback from the embassies of the Council 
member nations on the entire development told TDG.  

1971 war hero, bhairon singh 
rathore passes away 
A BSF spokesperson said Bhairon Singh Rathore’s body 
is being taken to a training centre of the force in Jodhpur 
where a wreath-laying ceremony will be held after which 
cremation will be conducted in his village Solankiya Tala 
located around 100 Km from Jodhpur with full military 
honours. 

From actors to politicians all condole the death of the 
brave hero. Taking to Twitter, actor Suniel Shetty por-
trayed his bravery at Rajasthan’s Longewala post in the 
movie ‘Border’. 

On his death, BSF tweeted, “DG BSF & all ranks condole 
the passing of Naik (Retd) Bhairon Singh, Sena Medal, the 
hero of #Longewala battle during 1971 War. BSF salutes 
his intrepid bravery, courage & dedication towards his 
duty. Prahari Parivar stands by his family in these trying 
times.” 

Bollywood actor Suniel Shetty also tweeted, “Rest in 
Power Naik Bhairon Singh Ji. Heartfelt condolences to 
the family.” 

Home Minister Amit Shah paid tribute to Bhairon Singh 
Rathore, he tweeted, “Had met Bhairon Singh Rathore ji 
in Jaisalmer last year, the flame of love and patriotism in 
his heart for the motherland was truly unique. His heroic 
saga will continue to inspire generations to come. 

May God give strength to his family members to bear this 
sorrow. Om Shanti Shanti.” 

Posted with the 14th BSF battalion during the war, Bhai-
ron Singh Rathore retired as a Naik in 1987. 

Legislator attends session with 
newborn, says ‘i’m a mother too’
here to get answers for my voters.” Ahir’s baby is two and 
a half months old. 

The NCP leader stressed on the importance of attending 
the session and mentioned that no assembly session was 
held in Nagpur for over two years.

The politician was accompanied by her husband Pravin 
Wagh and her mother-in-law to take care of the infant.

Ahire said news agency that there is no proper feeding 
room for women lawmakers. She said, “I feel the govern-
ment should take note of this and make some arrange-
ments so that legislators can bring their minor children”.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Eknath Shinde publically 
praised Ahire for attending the session and also greeted 
the newborn.

He said, “Making laws as a representative of the people 
in the legislature and performing motherhood outside the 
legislature is certainly challenging. Performing both these 
responsibilities effectively is a unique honour of achieve-
ment”.

‘misogynistic goons’: smriti 
counters ‘latke-jhatke’ comment 
“Heard one of your provincial leaders have announced in 
an indecent manner that you would contest from Amethi 
in 2024. So is it definite that you will contest from Amethi? 
You won’t run off to another seat? You won’t be afraid??? 
PS: You & Mummy ji need to get your mysoginistic goons 
a new speechwriter,” read a rough translation of her Hindi 
tweet.

Uttar Pradesh Congress leader Ajay Rai on Monday 
took a jibe at Union minister Smriti Irani and said that 
she comes to her constituency Amethi only to do “latke-
jhatke” and goes away. 

Uttar Pradesh Congress chief Rai was talking to report-
ers here in Sonbhadra. In reply to a question on the chanc-
es of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi in the 2024 General 
Elections, Rai said, “Amethi is certainly the Gandhi fam-
ily’s seat and will remain so. Rajiv Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi 
and many members of the Gandhi family have served in 
the place.” 

Talking about Irani, who had dethroned Rahul Gandhi 
from his bastion Amethi in the 2019 elections, giving an 
unflattering reference to dance moves Rai said, “She only 
visits the constituency and ‘latke-jhatke dekar chali jaati 
haim (She does ‘latke jhatke’ and goes away). 

Rahul Gandhi who is currently representing Kerala’s 
Wayanad constituency in Lok Sabha had won from Am-
ethi parliamentary seat three times in a row. 

inhuman: class 4 student dies as 
teacher throws him  off school
the 10-year-old boy with a shovel and threw him from the 
first floor of the school building premises. 

The incident took place at 11:30am on Monday, said po-
lice. 

The accused also allegedly thrashed the victim’s mother, 
who is also a teacher at the school, for trying to intervene 
and stop him, the police said. She is receiving treatment 
at KIMS Hospital, they said. 

“The boy was killed and his mother was also seriously 
injured. Another teacher, Shivanand Patil also sustained 
minor injuries, and has been admitted to a local hospital,” 
superintendent of police (SP) Shivprakash Devaraju told 
the media.  

Muthappa first beat up the boy on the first floor of the 
school premises and then threw him off the building, 
which lead to his death, the SP said. 

The accused teacher also allegedly thrashed the boy’s 
mother with a shovel.

Shivprakash Devaraju, a senior police officer of Gadak 
district, told reporters, “The reason is not clear now...
prima facie it looks like some family issues among them”. 
According to the police, following the incident, Muthappa 
fled the spot and is absconding while efforts are on to ar-
rest him at the earliest. 

An FIR has been registered under Section 302 (murder) 
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), they said.
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Alphabet and Google CEO Sundar Pichai calls on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, in New Delhi on Monday. ANI
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UNUSUAL

CLEAR STANCE

ACTION

A woman gave birth to a 
‘premature’ baby girl in a 
running bus in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Chhatarpur dis-
trict on Monday morning. 
The woman and the infant 
have been admitted to the 
district hospital. 

The woman’s condition is 
said to be normal whereas 
the baby girl is serious. The 

husband of the woman, 
Balram, a resident of Sagar 

district, said, “We were in 
Haryana and used to work as 

labourers there. The health 
condition of the woman de-
teriorated a few days ago as 
a result he reached a health 
centre to consult the doctor. 
The doctor informed us about 
the pregnancy and there were 
complications. He demanded 
Rs 20,000 for the treatment.” 
“After that we came here via 
Delhi in a bus. While travel-
ling in the bus, the delivery 
took place in the bus itself. 

Underlining the clear stance 
of the Maharashtra govern-
ment against Naxalites in 
the region, Deputy CM De-
vendra Fadnavis said that 
the authorities would never 
stop fearing Naxals.

“Maharashtra will never 
stop fearing Naxalites, we 
will answer them, today we 
have limited Naxalism in 
Gadchiroli up to a few teh-
sils, the youth of Gadchiroli 
has stopped going towards 
Naxalism today,” he said.  

His statements came while 
addressing the Vidhan 

Sabha. Stressing the gov-
ernment’s approach to the 
completion of the Surjagarh 
project, Fadnavis added that 
the Naxalites had been de-
liberately provoking locals.

“The government has tak-
en serious note of the threat 
received by MLA Gadchiroli 
(Aheri) Dharmarao Baba 
Atram from Naxalites, all 
necessary security will be 
provided to him. Naxalites 
are deliberately provoking 
people regarding the Sur-
jagarh project. The govern-
ment will complete the Sur-

jagarh project,” he added.   
Earlier, Maharashtra  CM  
Eknath Shinde, speaking 
on the border issue with 
Karnataka in the Legisla-
tive Assembly  said that 
there should not be any poli-
tics on it now. “For the first 
time, the Union Home Min-
ister has mediated in the 
inter-state border dispute 
between Maharashtra and 
Karnataka. There should be 
no politics on this issue now. 
We should stand together 
with the border residents,” 
said CM Shinde.

MP: WOMAN GIVES BIRTH TO ‘PREMATURE’ 
BABY GIRL IN RUNNING BUS

MAHARASHTRA WILL NOT FEAR NAXALITES, SAYS FADNAVIS

DCW issues notice to Delhi Police over 
minor Muslim girl’s marriage and assault

ULTIMATUMUNFORTUNATE

Goa CM Pramod Sawant on 
Monday said that the state 
govt will take strict actions 
against the ones who harass 
and rob the tourists here.

“The state government 
will act strictly against those 
harassing and looting tour-
ists,” CM Sawant said while 
expressing gratitude to the 
stalwarts of the state’s liber-
ation. On the occasion of the 
state’s Liberation Day, CM 
said, “Our freedom fighters 
fought hard and sacrificed 
their lives to allow future 
generations to live in peace 
and dignity. Today, we re-
member the contributions 
of the freedom fighters who 
laid down their lives during 
the long freedom struggle.”

He will celebrate the oc-
casion by attending a State 
Level Flag Hoisting ceremo-
ny on its 61st anniversary at 
the Goa University Ground 
(Helipad Area) Taleigao, 
here.

In his conversation, he also 
claimed: “with regard to 
the per capita income, Goa 

ranks number one.”
The CM, in an official 

statement from his of-
fice, said that post-inde-
pendence, Goa has made 
remarkable progress in 
infrastructure, education, 
health, public welfare, skill 
development and other 
sectors. “We should also 
recognise the efforts of the 
post-liberation leaders who 
worked tirelessly to build 
our State. Goa has made 
remarkable progress in the 
Infrastructure, education, 
health, public welfare, skill 
development and other sec-
tors,” he added.

He also focussed on the 

‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and 
‘Swayampurna Goa’ initia-
tives .He also appealed to 
all parties to keep aside dif-
ferences and work towards 
the common goal of devel-
opment. “Let us resolve to 
keep Goa a clean, green, and 
sustainable place. Happy 
Goa Liberation Day to ev-
eryone,” he added. Mean-
while, on the occasion, Goa 
Governor P.S. Sreedharan 
Pillai saluted the supreme 
sacrifice made by spirited 
freedom fighters.

“It is only appropriate that 
on this historic day, we sa-
lute the brave and valiant 
soldiers as well as the spir-
ited and selfless freedom 
fighters.

Let us also pay hom-
age to all those great souls 
who laid down their valu-
able life for the freedom of 
Goa. I would like to quote 
Kavi Bakibab Borkar who 
said “Tethe kar majhe ju-
lati’ meaning my hands 
fold in deep reverence to 
all those who sacrificed 
for their motherland,” Goa  
Governor’s message read.

Strict action against those who 
harass, rob tourists in Goa: CM
TDG NETWORK
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Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment headed by CM Yogi 
Adityanath has set up 
health ATMs and has also 
provided health experts to 
run them at 200 identified 
health units, as per an of-
ficial statement.

The Government intends 
to install health ATMs at all 
the 4600 wellness centres 
across the state soon and 
Chief Minister has already 
made an announcement 
in this regard. Besides, on 
the instructions of CM, the 
concerned officials are pre-
paring to provide the facil-
ity of teleconsultation at 
all the state health centres 
and the training of health 
workers has already start-
ed in this context, stated an 
official statement. 

It is noteworthy that the 
Chief Minister inaugurated 
the first health ATM of the 
state in the month of Sep-
tember this year to upgrade 
health services in the state. 
A health ATM can conduct 
tests for more than 30 dis-

eases immediately.
According to a statement, 

training of 200 health 
workers from all over the 
state has been completed 
at the National Health Mis-
sion Headquarters recently 
to operate the health ATM 
machines installed in the 
primary health centres, 
community health cen-
tres and district hospitals 
of the state. According 
to Principal Secretary, of 
Medical Health and Fam-
ily Welfare, Parthasarathy 
Sen Sharma, in the coming 
times, health ATMs will 
prove to be very effective 
for better use of technolo-
gy to make health facilities 
accessible to the general 
public. Also, after train-
ing, health workers will 
prove to be more helpful to 
the patients. He informed  
that through these expert 
health workers, reports 
of 30 types of tests will 
be made available to the 
patients in a very short 
time through printouts, 
WhatsApp, e-mail and 
SMS. “Simultaneously, the 

test results will be shared 
by the doctors on the tele-
medicine hub. This will 
save time in treatment and 
patients will not have to 
worry due to the availabil-
ity of check-ups and treat-
ment under one roof,” he 
said.

According to the Princi-
pal Secretary, there is also a 
provision to provide medi-
cal consultation through 
telemedicine if there is no 
deployment of a doctor at 
places where Health ATMs 
have been set up.

According to the offi-
cial, the provision of video 
consultation has already 
started after the prescribed 
tests at 200 places where 
the health ATMs have been 
installed and medical pre-
scriptions received from 
the doctors are being made 
available to the patients 
through their phones. 

Parthasarathy Sen Shar-
ma said that the Medical 
Officer in-charge would 
be responsible for the over-
all operation of the health 
ATM. 

UP GOVT SETS TARGET TO INSTALL HEALTH 
ATMS AT 4600 HEALTH CENTRES SOON: YOGI 
TDG NETWORK
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DEMONSTRATIONS

Accusing the Kerala Gov-
ernment of cheating the 
state’s farmers over the is-
sue of buffer zones along 
protected areas, senior 
Congress leader Ramesh 
Chennithala said that Gov-
ernment is taking a hypo-
critic stand on the issue.

“The survey report is 
wrong. But to say that the 
same will be submitted to 
the Supreme Court is ut-

ter fraud and hypocrisy,” 
said Chennithala speaking 
to media persons. He said 
that the Kerala Minister’s 
statement that the flawed 

report will be submitted to 
the Supreme Court cannot 
be accepted under any cir-
cumstances. “The decision 
to submit this flawed report 
to the Supreme Court is a 
gross betrayal and murder 
of the farmers,” he added. 
Hinting that a new report 
might be prepared, Kerala 
Forest Minister A K Sas-
eendran on Sunday said 
that the report would not 
be submitted before the SC 
in its present form.

Delhi Commission for Wom-
en (DCW) has issued a notice 
to Delhi Police seeking action 
taken report in connection 
with an abuse case reported 
from Delhi’s Daryaganj area.

In its statement issued on 
Monday, the Commission 
said that they received a 
complaint from the girl who 
stated that she was married 
in February 2022 at the age of 

15 years in Badaun, U.P. after 
which she got pregnant. Her 
in-laws tried to abort the foe-
tus but were unsuccessful. 

The minor has alleged 
that her husband and in-
laws assaulted her with a 
hot Tava, electric wire and 
screwdriver.  “We have re-
ceived a complaint of child 
marriage and abuse with a 
15-year-old girl. The girl has 
been subjected to extreme 
brutality by her husband 

and in-laws. I know that 
Muslim personal law allows 
for the marriage of girls 
above the age of 15 years. I 
believe this is archaic, me-
dieval and barbaric and the 
law of the land I.e. POCSO 
should apply in such cases. 
We have issued a notice to 
Delhi Police. An FIR should 
be registered and strong ac-
tion should be taken against 
accused persons,” said 
DCW chief.

A first-year pre-university 
college (PUC) student of 
Rajiv Gandhi University of 
Knowledge and Technolo-
gies (RGUKT) allegedly has 
died by suicide on the hos-
tel premises.

The deceased was iden-
tified as Bhanu Prasad, 
a native of Ranga Reddy 
district studying in the 
PUC first year at IIIT Ba-
sar (RGUKT).  The police 
on Sunday also recov-
ered a suicide note from 
the hostel. The student 
has mentioned his OCD 
(Obsessive-Compulsive 
Disorder) problems in the 
letter. A person with OCD 
faces unwanted thoughts 
and fears (obsession) lead-
ing to repetitive behaviors 
(compulsions). Police also 
said that the deceased was 
psychologically disturbed 
and that the university had 
provided him with the nec-
essary counseling.

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o 
the matter is currently  
underway.

The BJP MLAs on Mon-
day protested outside the 
Jharkhand Assembly on the 
first day of its winter session.

The Opposition has been 
protesting against the inhu-
mane killing of a 22-year-old 
tribal woman whose body 
was found in 12 pieces in 
Jharkhand’s Sahibganj.Al-
leging a “total collapse” of 
law and order in the state, the 
opposition party in the state 
(BJP ) was agitating against 
the killing of the Paharia tribal 
girl. The BJP has alleged “Ban-
gladeshi infiltration and ap-

peasement policy of Hemant 
Soren government respon-
sible for this”. They have de-
manded capital punishment 
for the accused and are also 
demanding the resignation of 
the CM. Seth, on Sunday as 
well, took note of the killing 
and said that the incident was 
extremely cruel and demand-
ed that the accused should be 
hanged. “This is an extremely 
inhuman act. Killing a primi-
tive tribe Paharia girl and 
cutting her body in pieces is 
extreme cruelty. The accused 
should be hanged till death by 
handing over the case to a fast-
track court,” said Seth.

Kerala Govt cheating farmers 
over buffer zone issue: Cong

IIIT BASAR STUDENT 
COMMITS SUICIDE  
IN TELANGANA

BJP MLAs protest outside 
Jharkhand Assembly, 
demand CM's resignation
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MAHA WINTER SESSION

The first day of the 
winter session of the 
Maharashtra Legisla-

tive Assembly began with 
an uproar by the opposition, 
with MLAs of the Mahavi-
kas Aghadi holding placards 
protesting in the Vidhan 
Bhavan premises over the 
Maharashtra-Karnataka 
border dispute.

MLAs of NCP, Congress 
and Uddhav Balasaheb Thac-
keray Shiv Sena joined the 
protest. Leader of Opposition 
Ajit Pawar raised the issue 
of the border dispute in the 
Assembly and said “A Lok 
Sabha member from Ma-
harashtra has been stopped 
from entering Belagaum. In 
a meeting with Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah it was decided 

that no one would be stopped 
from going there, then how 
can the collector there take 
such a decision.”

Responding to the issue 
raised by Pawar, Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde said, 
“For the first time the Home 
Minister of the country me-

diated the border dispute, 
he has taken this issue seri-
ously, we have presented the 
side of the border residents to 
him, Amit Shah has had put 
forth his point in front of the 
border dispute, now there 
should be no politics on the 
border dispute, we should 

stand together with the bor-
der residents.”

Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
aligned with CM Shinde’s 
remarks and said that the 
government will look into 
the matter. Responding to 
Pawar’s remark on the issues 

of Naxalites and the recent 
threat to Aheri MLA Dhar-
marao Baba Atram from 
Gadchiroli, Deputy Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis 
said that the said MLA will 
be given apt security.

“The government has taken 
seriously the threat received 
by Naxalites to MLA Dhar-
marao Baba Atram, he will 
be given all necessary secu-
rity. Naxalites are deliberately 
instigating people regarding 
the Surjagarh project. The 
government will complete 
the Surjagarh project, Maha-
rashtra will never stop fear-
ing Naxalites, we will answer 
them, today we have stopped 
Naxalism in Gadchiroli up to 
a few tehsils, and the youth 
of Gadchiroli has stopped go-
ing towards Naxalism today,” 
said Fadnavis.

MAHARASHTRA: KARNATAKA BORDER, 
NAXAL ISSUES ROCK VIDHAN SABHA
TDG NETWORK
NAGPUR

Maharshtra Vidhan Sabha.

BJP MLAs protesting outside Jharkhand Assembly.

Goa CM Pramod Sawant

Ramesh Chennithala

The bus in which the woman gave birth.

Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis

TOP OF THE DAY

LASHKAR 
ASSOCIATE 
ARRESTED IN J-K, 
ARMS RECOVERED
BARAMULLA: The J&K 
Police have arrested a 
terror associate of the 
Lashkar-e-Taiba from 
Chakloo village of the 
Union Territory’s Baram-
ulla district, police said. 
According to an official 
statement, the Baram-
ulla police on Sunday in 
a joint operation with the 
Army 32 RR arrested the 
accused terrorist associ-
ate, Mohammad Ishaq 
Lone of Village Nadihal, 
by acting on a specific 
input. The police said that 
on the further disclosure 
by Lone, they recovered 
one canister improvised 
explosive device (IED), one 
pistol, one pistol maga-
zine, 18 pistol rounds, 
and an eight-meter-long 
electric wire from a place 
near Chakloo Ziyarat in 
the village. 

BSF SPOTS DRONES 
IN PUNJAB’S 
GURDASPUR
GURDASPUR: Officials of 
the Border Security Force 
(BSF) launched a search 
operation after drone 
activities were recorded 
in two BSF posts under 
Dera Baba Nanak, Gur-
daspur district of Punjab. 
Drones are believed to 
have entered India in 
Punjab’s Gurdaspur sec-
tor from the Pakistan side 
along the International 
Border, BSF’s Gurdaspur 
DIG Prabhakar Joshi 
said on Monday. They 
were spotted at Chandu 
Wadala Post and Kasso-
wal Post at around 10.30 
pm Sunday, Joshi said. 
The drones were immedi-
ately fired at, the DIG said 
about the action taken .

GAUTAM ADANI 
TOPS AS THE 
WORLD’S BIGGEST 
GAINER OF 2022
NEW DELHI: Helped by 
the rocket speed surging 
rally in the Adani Group 
stocks, billionaire Gautam 
Adani is ending the year 
as not only the world’s 
third richest person but 
also the top gainer by 
making more billions 
than anyone else on the 
planet in 2022. Adani 
Group stocks have given 
fabulous returns to inves-
tors this year with four 
out of seven stocks of the 
giant giving multibagger 
returns going up to 200%. 
In the last one year, the 
group’s total market cap 
has also nearly doubled 
to Rs 18.6 lakh crore in 
mid-December as com-
pared to Rs 9.6 lakh crore 
in 2021. T

YOUTH THRASHED 
FOR  STALKING 
MINOR GIRL 
MANGALURU: A man 
was tied to a pole and 
brutally assaulted by a 
group of people for alleg-
edly following a minor girl 
and misbehaving with her 
on the outskirts of Mulki 
in Mangaluru, police said. 

“A case under the Protec-
tion of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POSCO) 
has been taken up upon 
the complaint of the girl’s 
parents and the accused 
has been taken into 
custody,” Commissioner 
of Police N Shashikumar 
said. The detained man 
allegedly misbehaved 
with the girl by following 
her on his two-wheeler 
bike in Kerekadu village. 
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In the recent clashes at 
Tawang (Arunachal 
Pradesh), the biggest 

casualty is Rahul Gandhi’s 
political image. Serious ob-
servers of politics would be 
dumbfounded imagining the 
motivation for the Congress 
scion to indulge in such bi-
zarre acts that undermine 
his reputation as a leader and 
serious contender for power.

What happened at Tawang 
was there for the world to see. 
Some 300 Chinese troops 
tried incursion across the 
LAC in Yangtse of Tawang 
sector in Arunachal Pradesh 
with intention to unilaterally 
change the status suo. The 
Indian army, one third of 
the strength of the Chinese, 
resisted, beat them up and 
forced them to pull back.

One was reminded of the 
Galwan clash of June 2020 
where 20 soldiers of the In-
dian army embraced martyr-
dom while opposing Chinese 
aggression and guile in the 
Galwan valley. The bravery 
of Colonel Santosh Babu of 

the Bihar Regiment became a 
part of the army folklore and 
the Chinese received double 
the casualty.

That time, too, Rahul Gan-
dhi had questioned the gov-
ernment version of Galwan 
and alleged that the govern-
ment was hiding something. 
The bravery of our soldiers 
got overshadowed by the po-
litical slugfest.

This time too, Rahul Gandhi 
has gone on the wrong tan-
gent. He has questioned the 
bravery of our soldiers and 
the official version. In trying 
to push the government on 
the backfoot, he is undermin-
ing the valour of our profes-
sional soldiers who work in 
sub-zero temperatures to 
keep the Indian flag high.

His version is that the 
Chinese troops beat up the 
Indian soldiers. Even China 
has not claimed this and de-
scribed the clashes as skir-
mishes. This leads us to the 
larger question why is Rahul 
Gandhi saying something 
that would embarrass or 
dampen the spirit of our sol-
diers and all patriotic Indians 
and embolden the Chinese. Is 
he acting at the behest of the 
Chinese?

People would not forget 
how determined he was to 
oppose the acquisition of the 
Rafael fighter aircraft and the 
way he tried to weave a narra-
tive of corruption in the deal. 
When the matter went to the 
Supreme Court it observed 

that it did not find anything 
objectionable. A delay in pro-
curement of Rafale would 
have meant a weaker India. 
Today these well-equipped 
fighter aircraft are deployed 
to tackle border security.

Rahul Gandhi met two 
Chinese ministers during his 
visit to Kailash Mansarovar 
in 2018. He did not inform 
anything about this meet-
ing to the government. The 
Congress had been denying 
this meeting until he spoke 
about this at a rally in Bhu-
baneshwar in 2019. He said 
he discussed job creation with 
the Chinese side. Strange that 
the Chinese ministers come 
to meet him to discuss job 
creation. This clearly shows 
that he has a personal rap-
port with the Chinese and 
something more that needs 
explanation.

There are reports that Rahul 
Gandhi wanted the Chinese 
Ambassador to India to give 
him a ceremonial send-off 
and the Chinese ambassador 
had sought permission of the 
Indian Government for this 
Mansarovar visit. After all, 
the Gandhi family members 
were given ceremonial see off 
at the airport when they were 
going to China to be that host 
country’s official guest during 
the 2008 Olympics.

Amid border tension be-
tween India and China in 
Dokhlam, Rahul Gandhi had 
a secret meeting with Chinese 
ambassador Luo Zhaohui in 
July 2017. When caught, Ra-
hul Gandhi justified that he 
wanted to be informed of the 
situation: “It is my job to be 
informed on critical issues,” 
he said. But the Congress did 
not answer why it did not take 
a brief from the government 
on the issue. Does it not mean 
that he trusts the Chinese side 
more than the Indian govern-
ment?

The special relation with 
China becomes clearer when 
we know that the Rajiv Gan-
dhi Charitable Foundation 
(RGF), a Trust run by the 
Gandhi family, took dona-
tion of Rs 1.35 crore from 
the Chinese embassy. It also 
took donation of Rs 50 lakh 
from Dr Zakir Naik, who is 
a fugitive. The registration of 
the RGF has been cancelled 
due to blatant violation of the 
FCRA.

The relationship between 
the Chinese and the Gandhi 
family is not limited to profes-
sional relations between lead-
ers of the two countries. At 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah rightly said, it appears 
to be personal even at the cost 
of the nation. Was it this spe-
cial relation that persuaded 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to 
sacrifice India’s permanent 
seat at the UN Security Coun-
cil to China?

Nehru was influenced by 
the Leftists and he allowed 
himself to be misguided 
by the Left perception that 
China and India were simi-
larly placed and that the for-
mer would not attack India. 
He was mesmerised by the 
slogan of “Hindi-Chini Bhai 
Bhai” and was lulled into 
complacency of not taking 
care of the army. When the 
Chinese backstabbed Ne-
hru and attacked India, our 
soldiers did not even have 
proper shoes or weapons to 
fight the enemy troops.

A few reasons for Rahul’s 
bizarre statement that seeks 
to belittle India becomes ob-
vious. It is possible that he is 
scared of the protein pumped 
muscle of the Chinese. When 
you are super-awed by some-
one you may genuinely be-
lieve that your own army is 
no match. Many commenta-
tors of the early generation 
commit the same mistake 

while speaking about China. 
They forget that our army is 
one of the most professional 
and the conscript army of the 
Chinese is no match when it 
comes to one-to-one fighting 
on the ground.

The other reason could be 
the genuine indignation of 
the Gandhi family members 
when they are reminded of 
the crushing defeat India 
faced in 1962 due to failure 
of the political leadership to 
anticipate such a crisis. Even 
when the UPA was in power, 
the government looked the 
other when Chinese incur-
sions happened. It did not 
take military action.

There was so much frus-
tration at the incompetence 
of Dr Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment in dealing with the 
Chinese that ex-defence min-
ister and Samajwadi Party 
chief the late Mulayam Singh 
Yadav, who was supporting 
the government from outside, 
could not hold his tongue. 
Speaking in the Lok Sabha in 
April 2013, Yadav described 
China as the “biggest enemy”.

Raising the issue in the 
Lok Sabha during zero hour, 
Samajwadi Party chief Mu-
layam Singh Yadav described 
China as India’s “biggest en-
emy.” He warned that China 
has been occupying Indian 
territory and said: “This 
government is cowardly, in-
competent and good for noth-
ing.” He was angry that the 
government was not acting 
despite everyone knowing 
about Chinese incursions.

The Gandhi family suffers 
from insults for being seen 
as weak. How can the Nar-
endra Modi government act 
so tough when it comes to 
defending the borders? Now 
the army does not need per-
mission to remove encroach-
ers. For the last many years, 
adequate army is deployed 

at the borders to take care of 
any eventuality. Rahul Gan-
dhi wants China to beat India 
when Modi is at the helm.

In his love or fear of China, 
Rahul Gandhi is making the 
Congress a vehicle to brow-
beat India. The Chinese know 
fully well that this is Modi’s 
India and it would not take 
things lying down. The mas-
sive support the Prime Min-
ister enjoys nationally and 
internationally would not 
allow any adventurism. So, 
try to create internal strife, 
find weaklings and try to un-
dermine the Prime Minister’s 
authority.

One would really wonder 
why Rahul Gandhi is doing 
something that is sure to 
make him unpopular. Under-
taking Bharat Jodo Yatra and 
trying to become spokesper-
son of China at a time when 
there is disdain in people for 
China is inexplicable. Politi-
cal maturity demands that the 
leader should know the nerve 
of his people. In India, the 
army is held in high esteem 
and if you speak against the 
army, you do it at your own 
peril. It gives you reverse po-
litical dividend.

Is it that the Chinese control 
Rahul Gandhi and the fam-
ily so much that he cannot 
dare to speak against China? 
Clearly this relationship is not 
normal. This is possible only 
if the Chinese have one or the 
other secret of the family that 
would defame and embarrass 
it forever. A Russian intel-
ligence officer has written 
how they used to give cash 
to certain Indian political 
leaders and how the leader 
was so shameless that he or 
she would ask them to give 
the suitcase as well. This spe-
cial love for China or Chinese 
may prove to be nemesis for 
the Congress and the Gandhi 
family members.

Congress’ strange love 
for China exposed again
In his bid to corner the government, Rahul Gandhi has undermined the 
valour of our professional soldiers who work in sub-zero temperatures 
to keep the Indian flag high. Is Rahul Gandhi acting at China’s behest?

SOCIETAL NORMS

‘CHINA’S SPOKESPERSON’

Looking at the turmoil in Parliament created by the 
Opposition, demanding a debate and revelation of more 
information on the clash between Indian and Chinese 
soldiers in Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang the question 
that arises is: what’s there to debate about a war-like situ-
ation, in fact an actual hand-to-hand combat? Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh made a statement in Parliament, 
telling the nation about the Tawang face-off. He said 
that there was no loss of life and that the situation was 
under control. What else could he reveal as the Oppo-
sition wants him to? The government cannot possibly 
be disclosing operational details in Parliament for our 
enemies to work out a strategy for the next aggression. 
As it is the media is full of reports on what could have 
happened at the LAC on the night of 9 December, with 
sources inside the military apparently eager enough 
to disclose a significant amount of information. It is 
not known how our adversary will make use of such 
information.

It is not that such silence by the government on 
matters of national security is happening for the 
first time. A quick scan of the internet throws up 
media reports from 2009 showing how the then 
Manmohan Singh government had decided to file 
an FIR against two journalists who had reported 
“incorrectly” that two ITBP jawans were injured in 
a firing by the Chinese along the LAC in September 
that year. The then Chief of Army Staff, Gen Deepak 
Kapoor clearly asked the media not to “overplay” 
the India-China border standoff issue. Thus, the 
then Congress-led UPA government was sending 
out the clear message that causing panic among the 
public was not the best way to go about securing 
the country. While there should be communication, 
but not oversharing of information when it comes 
to military matters.

Unless of course the whole intention of the Op-
position is to shoot and scoot—hurl charges of 
loss of land to China and counter the government 
narrative of a strong country capable of defending 
itself—without worrying about the damages such 
charges cause. But then in a democracy, however 
vibrant and noisy, the matter of national security 
should be above politics. Our jawans are risking 
their lives in the icy Himalayas, 365 days a year, so 
that all of us, including our politicians, can go about 
our lives normally. So to question India’s ability to 
defend itself is to cast aspersions on their sense of 
duty and the sacrifices they make. The message must 
go out that the nation is always strong. But sadly, 
some of our Opposition leaders would rather see 
the country lose face if that means scoring brownie 
points against the government—Rahul Gandhi is 
taking the lead in this regard.

On the completion of 100 days of his Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, Rahul Gandhi made the most outrageous 
statement to the press while criticising the govern-
ment’s alleged inaction on the China front. He said 
the government was unconcerned that the Chinese 
PLA was doing “pitai” of the Indian soldiers—in 
other words, our soldiers were being thrashed by 
the PLA. First of all, this statement is incorrect. Be 
it in Galwan or in Tawang or in the innumerable 
skirmishes that take place along the LAC because of 
Chinese aggression, Indian soldiers have prevailed 
because of their courage, tenacity and ability to fight 
the toughest battles in the most inhospitable terrains 
possible. In Galwan, 20 of them sacrificed their lives, 
while taking out more than three times the number 
of PLA soldiers. Even in Tawang, the Indian soldiers 
fought off the Chinese valiantly and left several PLA 
soldiers injured. Secondly, such statements are de-
signed to demoralize both our soldiers and the rest 
of the citizens, thus causing panic. No one has the 
right to demean the sacrifices being made by Indian 
soldiers as they stand up to the evil designs of the 
PLA at 13,000 feet and higher altitude. In fact it 
was appalling how flippant Rahul Gandhi appeared 
while branding the Indian soldiers as weak. The 
erstwhile Congress president would have the world 
believe that his party loses almost every election that 
it contests because India is no longer a democracy 
and everyone is compromised—from the Election 
Commission to the media. When the truth is that 
every time he opens his mouth, Rahul Gandhi utters 
such “gems” that it gets difficult for voters to take 
him seriously. And it is because he comes across as 
non-serious that even after decades of his being in 
politics, voters do not see him as someone capable 
of running a vast and complex country like India. 
If he does not inspire confidence, he has done it to 
himself—given his opponents the opportunity to 
portray him in a negative light.

A chaotic Parliament, where the Opposition cre-
ates a ruckus at every opportunity is not the best 
advertisement for democracy. While debates and 
discussions are a must in Parliament, but these 
have to be constructive and should not descend 
into pandemonium. Most importantly, there has 
to be unity when facing up to threats posed by an 
external enemy. As else an enemy like China will 
exploit the fault lines of Indian democracy to push 
its own agenda.

Joyeeta Basu

perspective
STOP THE PANDEMONIUM

OvERSHARINg 
Of MILITARy 
INfORMATION  
bEST AvOIdEd

We are mortal and will have 
to die one day. Some die natu-
rally and some die unnatu-
rally. As for societal norms, 
we must have family mem-
bers and children who can do 
the last rituals and someone 
must be there to continue 
our generation. But there are 
many cases where the spouse 
dies in an uncertain incident 
without having their child. In 
such a situation sometimes, 
the other spouse may not re-
marry and may love to stay 
alone with the memories of 
his/her beloved. For them, 
there is a medical technol-
ogy that will help a lady to 

conceive through IVF from 
the semen retrieved from her 
dead husband. The process of 
IVF (In vitro fertilization) or 
ART (assisted reproductive 
technology) is not new to us. 
In both, this process gametes 
from the couples are collect-
ed and with the help of the 
technology, it is fertilized in 
the laboratory and then it is 
inserted in the wife’s womb 
or into the surrogate mother 
depending upon the cases. 
Normally, the gametes are 
collected from living couples 
for IVF and ART. 

But posthumous sperm 
retrieval (PSR) is the oppo-
site. Here sperm is retrieved 
from the dead person through 
medical technology within 30 
hours of death. The cause of 
death does not matter in the 
case of sperm retrieval. The 
worldwide first document of 
PSR was reported in 1980 and 
the first baby conceived from 
it was born in 1999. Though it 
is not allowed in every country 
due to many legal and moral 
obligations, especially regard-

ing the rights of the child in a 
male family who is born after 
the death of the male through 
PSR. Though in many cases 
when it comes to organ dona-
tion we have heard and seen 
cases where either the person 
before death agreed to donate 
his vital organs to another or 
in some cases, it’s the family 
members who decide to do-
nate the organs of a brain dead 
person or a deceased person 
to another person so that they 
can survive with the help of 
the donated organs. But post-
humous sperm retrieval is 
something very personal 
where the family members 
especially the wife’s consent 
matters; she has to carry the 
child and look after the child 
alone. In developing coun-
tries, PSR is not allowed. But 
some countries like Israel, 
Australia, the UK, etc allow 
PSR with proper guidelines 
and legislation. Coming to 
Israel, PSR is allowed only 
for military personnel where 
the soldiers immediately after 
joining the service will give 

their consent for PSR if they 
die in service. There are many 
critics of PSR, it is an injustice 
to bring a child into this world 
knowing that child will not 
have a father. However, ac-
cording to me, when single 
parents were allowed to go 
for surrogacy as well as for 
adoption in many countries, 
then why not for PSR? PSR 
is a medical option for those 
who want to have their baby 
even after the death of their 
husband. Here the decision 
should be of the husband 
(in the form of consent given 
before death if possible) as 
well as the wife as the inter-
est of the child will be vested 
in them only. Coming to the 
Indian scenario, we don’t have 
any legislation and guidelines 
relating to PSR. Though we 
too had reported cases of it. 
The first of this kind of request 
was reported in 2016 when 
AIIMS, New Delhi, refused 
to do the PSR on a request of 
a wife whose husband died 
suddenly, due to a lack of leg-
islation and guidelines. 

The couple was childless 
and the wife wanted to have 
a baby with her husband 
who was dead. Although 
the family members of the 
couple agreed and supported 
her decision for PSR, due to 
legal issues they could not 
get the benefit of this much 
less-known technology. Sur-
prisingly, it was in 2006 that 
two forensic experts namely 
R.V. Bardale and P.G. Dixit 
predicted that in future devel-
oping countries like India will 
see an increasing request for 
PSR, in one of their research 
papers published in the In-
dian Journal of Medical Eth-
ics. Their prediction proved 
to be correct as in recent times 
many requests have come be-
fore the judiciary. Before the 
2021 amendment of the MTP 
Act, abortion was not allowed 
for the widow and divorcee. 
But now it is allowed as the 
law respects and protects 
the wish of women, whether 
she is widow or divorcee. If 
a woman wants to have her 
baby from her deceased hus-

band, then there is no wrong 
with it. The advancement of 
medical technology will be 
useful to us only when we 
will be able to use it. 

During war, and insurgency, 
many police personnel, and 
military personal die. For their 
spouse, if the law permits, 
PSR will be a boon. During 
Covid too, many spouses 
requested PSR. But medical 
staff denied it. Every technol-
ogy has some pros and cons 
in it. We have to frame laws 
and regulations in such a way 
that their negative effect will 
be less in our society. India 
is a developing country and 
medically we have done lots of 
progress in the last few years. 
One such achievement is Co-
vid vaccination. It’s high time 
to have regulations and guide-
lines related to PSR in India 
so that spouse of the deceased 
husband can take benefit from 
advanced technology.

Dr Pyali Chatterjee is HOD, Fac-
ulty of Law, ICFAI University, 
Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

Need for socio-legal discussion over 
posthumous sperm retrieval
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The Madras High Court in 
the case Arvind Gupta v 
Punjab National Bank and 
another observed and has 
held that circumstances to 
seek “urgent interim relief” 
under Section 12A of the 
Commercial Courts Act, 
2015 and to bypass manda-
tory pre-institution media-
tion must exist at the time of 
institution of the suit.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice M Sundar observed 
while dismissing an applica-
tion while dismissing an ap-
plication, wherein seeking 
an injunction against the in-
vocation of a bank guarantee.

In the present case, as 
Hon’ble Supreme Court 
has made it clear that Sec-
tion 12A is mandatory, it 
is being in the nature of a 
jurisdictional fact. There-
fore, the jurisdictional fact 
should precede the suit and 
there can be no ex post facto 
jurisdictional fact and the 
plaintiff in the plea cannot 
be heard to contend that this 
Commercial Division should 
be looking at the matter as it 
stands. The test being as it 
stood on the date of institu-
tion of suit i.e., 17.10.2022 in 
this case.

The plea was heard by the 
court of one Arvind Gupta, 
who used to being the direc-
tor of Bhadreshwar Vidyut 
Pvt Ltd. and during this 
term had been entered into 

a Personal Guarantee Agree-
ment with Punjab National 
Bank to the tune of 440.49 
crores.

It has been contended by 
the Gupta that the guaran-
tee could not be enforced 
as there were amendments 
to the terms of the sanction. 
Further, he claimed that the 
transaction did not provide a 
personal guarantee and thus 
sought to declare the Person-
al Guarantee Agreement as 
null and void. It has also been 
sought by him for a perma-
nent injunction restraining 
the bank from relying upon 
the guarantee agreement.

It was observed that the 
court heard the parties in 
light of Section 12A of the 
Commercial Courts Act, 
2015. However, the court 
looked into whether the case 
of the plaintiff fulfilled the 

parameters laid down by the 
court in its earlier decision 
of K Varathan. It was noted 
by the court while looking 
into the communications be-
tween the parties that there 
being a possibility of media-
tion and nothing had stopped 
the plaintiff from calling the 
bank to participate in media-
tion.

It has also been noted by the 
court that there was nothing 
to show that exhausting the 
remedy of pre-institution 
mediation would create an 
irreversible situation that 
would require any prompt 
action.

The court observed that 
one other parameter is that a 
high standard being required 
to establish requirement of 
prompt action urgency and 
the plaintiff being in the light 
of narrative thus far, certain-

ly does not meeting this high 
standard. 

Further, the court observed 
that the plaintiff drew atten-
tion to the proceedings before 
NCLT to buttress his point 
of imminent apprehended 
wrong or injury, it has been 
noted by the court that the 
same was of no relevance 
as the order of NCLT was 
made after the institution of 
the suit. 

It was also noted that the 
plaintiff had failed to fulfil 
the parameters for avoiding 
pre-institution mediation.

Accordingly, the court re-
jected the application for 
interim relief made by the 
plaintiff, the court also pre-
served the right of the plain-
tiff to approach the court 
with a similar suit after ex-
hausting the pre-institution 
mediation.

IN COURT

Madras High Court: Urgent Interim 
Relief Must Exist At Time Of Filing Suit, 
Cannot Be Ex-Post Facto Jurisdictional 
Fact, S.12A Commercial Courts Act
TDG NETWORK 

The Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh High 
Court in the case Bajaj Allianz General In-
surance Co. Ltd Vs Gulshan Kumar and Ors 
observed and has ruled that compensation 
which is paid under the ‘No Fault Liability’ 
provision adjustable in the compensation 
claimed as provided under Section 166 of 
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 for fault liability.
The bench headed by Justice Rahul Bharti 
observed while hearing an appeal in terms 
which the insurance company had chal-
lenged an interim award passed by the Mo-
tor Accident Claims Tribunal to the tune of 
Rs.50,000, wherein invoking Section 140 
of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 (the no fault 
liability)
In the present case, the appellants premised 
their challenge on the ground that the de-
ceased-Yashpal was a gratuitous passenger 
in the offending vehicle and thus the depen-
dents of the deceased were not entitled to any 
compensation whatsoever from the end of 
the appellants as which is being by the in-
surer of the offending vehicle.
The bench of Justice Bharati noted in an ap-
peal that if it is only being by a factual refer-
ence that the deceased was not a roadside 
walker but in fact being a gratuitous pas-
senger that the appellant is seeking to avoid 
of its liability.
Further, the bench explained that weather 

the appellant can set up the nature of this 
defence to avoid the grant of interim com-
pensation on No Fault liability provision by 
the Motor Accident Claims Tribunal is a very 
feeble petition as then in every case wherev-
er and whenever an insurer would be taking 
up a different factual position qua the motor 
vehicle accident, then being in that eventual-
ity, the Motor Accident Claims Tribunal will 
be rendered and being disabled to award an 
compensation on No Fault liability.
Adding to it, the court stated that encourag-
ing such petitions of defence would culmi-
nate into rendering the very spirit and policy 
of section 140 of the Motor Vehicles Act as 
still provision, therein without any opera-
tionality.
It has also been clarified by the bench that 
any compensation which is made under the 
No-Fault liability provision and is adjustable 
in the compensation claimed fault liability as 
provided under section 166 of the Motor Ve-
hicles Act, 1988 and in case where the appel-
lant succeeds in proving of its defence with 
respect to the nature of the accident, the Mo-
tor Accident Claims Tribunal, Rajouri will 
be under a jurisdictional duty for consider-
ing as to the application of Pay and Recover 
Principle against the owner and the driver of 
the offending vehicle.
Accordingly, the bench dismissed the appeal, 
while finding the appeal premature and mis-
conceived.

IN COURT

JKL HIGH COURT: COMPENSATION 
FOR ‘NO FAULT LIABILITY’ U/S 140 MV 
ACT IS ADJUSTABLE IN CLAIMS OF 
COMPENSATION FOR FAULT LIABILITY

TDG NETWORK 

The National Com-
pany Law Appellate 
Tribunal in the case 

Mathuraprasad C Pandey & 
Ors. v Partiv Parikh & Anr, 
the principal bench com-
prising of Judicial Member, 
Justice Rakesh Kumar and 
the Technical Member, Dr. 
Ashok Kumar Mishra ob-
served while adjudicating 
an appeal and has held that 
when a Resolution Plan is 
presented before the Adju-
dicating Authority for ap-
proval, it is clear mandate of 
legislation to either approve 
or to either reject the Reso-
lution Plan. No provision is 
provided under IBC which 
empowers the Adjudicating 
Authority for making altera-
tion or modification in the 
Resolution Plan.
Background of the Case:
The Corporate Debtor, M.V. 

Omni Projects (India) Ltd 
was admitted into the Cor-
porate Insolvency Resolu-
tion Process for the month 
of August, 2019. A resolu-
tion plan is submitted by 
the promoters of Corporate 
Debtor for the Corporate 
Debtor. Thus, an application 
was filed by the Resolution 
Professional before the Ad-
judicating Authority under 

Section 31 of Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code, 2016 for 
the approval of the Resolu-
tion Plan. The Resolution 
plan was approved by the 
Adjudicating Authority 
vide order dated January 
28, 2021. The Adjudicating 
Authority while approving 
the Resolution Plan modi-
fied the Resolution Plan to 
the extent that, “if any mem-
ber of Resolution applicants 
has entered into or stand as 
guarantor in the individual 
capacity, in that event, that 
person shall not be covered 
with any immunity given 
under the Resolution Plan.”

An appeal was filed be-
fore NCLT by the Success-
ful Resolution Applicants/
Promoters of Corporate 
Debtor, wherein challeng-

ing the modification made 
by the Adjudicating Au-
thority while approving the 
Resolution Plan.
NCLAT Decision:

It has been opined by the 
bench that if a resolution 
plan is in compliance with 
Section 30 and Section 31(1) 
of IBC, then such resolution 
plan has to be approved by 
the Adjudicating Authority. 
As stated under Section 31 
of IBC the word “shall” has 
been incorporated with pro-
viso that the Adjudicating 
Authority must be satisfied 
that the resolution plan has 
provisions for its effective 
implementation.

The bench further stated 
that the section 31(2) of IBC 
empowers the Adjudicating 
Authority to reject the reso-

lution plan and if he is satis-
fied that resolution plan is 
not in conformity with Sec-
tion 31(1) of IBC. Therefore, 
the bench observed that it 
is being clear that mandate 
of legislation to either ap-
prove or to reject the reso-
lution plan. There being no 
provision for making modi-
fication or alteration in the 
resolution plan.

Accordingly, the bench 
held that to some extent 
the Adjudicating Author-
ity exceeded its jurisdiction 
in modifying/altering the 
conditions in the resolution 
plan. The bench allowed the 
appeal and it is held that the 
modification done in the Or-
der dated January 28, 2021 
shall not be looked into or 
may not be taken note of.

IN COURT

NCLAT DELHI: AA SHALL 
EITHER APPROVE OR REJECT 
THE RESOLUTION PLAN, NO 
POWER TO MODIFY IT
TDG NETWORK 

The Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh High Court in the case 
Akona Engineering Private Ltd 
Vs Pal Construction and another 
observed and has reiterated that 
State Consumer Commissions and 
District Consumer Forums are not 
empowered to exercise powers of 
review and to set aside ex parte 
orders unless a statute empowers 
them for the same.

The bench comprising of Acting 
Chief Justice Tashi Rabstan and 
Justice Puneet Gupta observed 
while hearing a petition in terms 
of which the petitioner had ques-
tioned an order passed by the 

J&K State Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Commission, Jammu, 
whereby the complaint had been 
restored back which was dis-
missed in January 2013.

In the present case, the question 
that fell for adjudication before 
the bench hearing the matter was 
whether the J&K State Consumer 
Disputes Redressal Commission 
had the power to review its ex par-
te order and to restore the plea be-
ing dismissed for non-appearance.

However, the bench observed 
and has taken recourse to the ob-
servations of the Supreme Court 
judgment in the case Rajeev Hi-
tendra Pathank and others Vs. 
Achyut Kasinath Karekar and 

another 2011 and has reiterated 
that the District Forums and State 
Commission had not been given 
any powers to set aside ex parte 
orders and power of review, and 
the powers cannot be exercised 
which have not been specially 
given by the Statute.

The bench also took a note of 
the fact that the J&K State Con-
sumer Protection Act, 1987 which 
governed the proceedings of the 
complaint before the state Con-
sumer Commission which clearly 
shows that the Commission does 
not have any power at all to restore 
the complaint dismissed for non-
prosecution.

The bench while taking note 

of another associated fact men-
tioned in the impugned order 
that the same had been passed 
with the agreement of the counsel 
for the other side, i.e. petitioner 
herein, but was being disputed 
by the petitioner, wherein stating 
that it has never been agreed by 
the counsel for restoration of the 
complaint but had requested for 
adjournment in the matter, it was 
observed by the bench that the 
consent of a counsel will not give 
jurisdiction to the State Commis-
sion where it otherwise does not 
have it.
Accordingly, the bench set aside 

the impugned order and has al-
lowed the petition.

IN COURT

JKL High Court Reiterates: State 
Consumer Commission Not Empowered 
To Exercise Powers Of Review And Set 
Aside An Ex-Parte Order
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Union Minister for Road Transport and 
Highways Nitin Gadkari launched one of 
India’s first-ever Surety Bond Insurance 
product from Bajaj Allianz.

Commenting on the product launch, Shri 
Gadkari said “India is well on its path to be-
coming a $ 5 Trillion economy and achieving 
the dream of our honourable Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi Ji; insurance will play an im-
portant role in this growth. To realize Modi 
Ji’s dream, it is important that infrastructure 
projects are executed at a faster speed; infra-
structure, and notably roads, are vital to the 
economic and social growth of our country. 
With this new instrument of Surety Bonds, 
the availability of both liquidity and capac-
ity will definitely be boosted; such products 
stand to strengthen the sector. We are confi-
dent that expanding our road network will 
lead to more prosperity, increased employ-
ment opportunities, and increased social 
connectivity. Surety Bond Insurance is the 
right step in this direction, I am glad to see 
that Bajaj Allianz General Insurance has 
taken the great initiative by launching this 
important product.”

Surety Bond Insurance will act as a secu-
rity arrangement for infrastructure projects 
and will insulate the contractor as well as 
the principal. The product will cater to the 
requirements of a diversified group of con-
tractors, many of whom are operating in 
today’s increasingly volatile environment. 
The Surety Bond Insurance is a risk transfer 
tool for the Principal and shields the Princi-
pal from the losses that may arise in case the 
contractor fails to perform their contractual 
obligation. The product gives the principal a 
contract of guarantee that contractual terms 
and other business deals will be concluded in 
accordance with the mutually agreed terms. 
In case the contractor doesn’t fulfil the con-
tractual terms, the Principal can raise a claim 
on the surety bond and recover the losses 
they have incurred. Unlike a bank guarantee, 
the Surety Bond Insurance does not require 
large collateral from the contractor thus free-
ing up significant funds for the contractor, 
which they can utilize for the growth of the 
business. The product will also help in re-
ducing the contractors’ debts to a large extent 
thus addressing their financial worries. The 
product will facilitate the growth of upcom-
ing infrastructure projects in the country.

INFRASTRUCTURE 

NITIN GADKARI LAUNCHES FIRST-
EVER  ‘SURETY BOND INSURANCE’ 
FOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

PRANSHI AGARWAL

Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) in 
association with State 

Pollution Control Boards 
(SPCBs) / Pollution Control 
Committees (PCCs) in differ-
ent States/Union Territories 
(UTs), have been monitor-
ing the water quality of riv-
ers and other water bodies 
across the country through 
a network of monitoring 
stations under the National 
Water Quality Monitoring 
Programme. Based on water 
quality monitoring results, 
pollution assessment of riv-
ers has been carried out by 
CPCB from time to time. As 
per the last report published 
by CPCB in September 2018, 
351 polluted stretches were 
identified on 323 rivers based 
on monitoring results in 
terms of Bio-chemical Oxy-
gen Demand (BOD), a key in-
dicator of organic pollution. 

Improvement in water 
quality has been observed 
in 180 out of 351 polluted 
river stretches (PRS) identi-
fied during year 2018. 106 
river stretches out of these 
180 PRS have come out of 
the list of polluted stretches 
as per details given at An-
nexure-I and remaining 74 
have shifted to lower prior-
ity class as per details given 
at Annexure-II. As per the 
water quality monitoring 
carried out by CPCB for 
2019 & 2021 on 279 rivers, 
311 polluted river stretches 
have been identified.

As per the seventh schedule 

of Constitution of India (Ar-
ticle 246), ‘Water’ is a State 
subject, and it is the respon-
sibility of the States/UTs to 
ensure the cleanliness and 
development of rivers within 
their jurisdiction. For con-
servation of rivers, this Min-
istry has been supplement-
ing efforts of the States/
UTs by providing financial 
and technical assistance 
for abatement of pollution 
in identified stretches of riv-
ers in the country through 
the Central Sector Scheme 
of Namami Gange for rivers 
in Ganga basin, and Cen-
trally Sponsored Scheme 
of National River Conserva-
tion Plan (NRCP) for other 
rivers. Under NRCP works 
relating to interception & 
diversion of raw sewage, 
construction of sewerage 
system, setting up sewage 
treatment plant (STP), low 
cost sanitation, river front/
bathing ghat development, 
etc are taken up. 

NRCP has so far covered 
polluted stretches on 36 

rivers in 80 towns spread 
over 16 States in the coun-
try with the sanctioned cost 
of projects as Rs. 6,248.16 
crore, and sewage treatment 
capacity of 2,745.7 MLD cre-
ated. Under Namami Gange 
programme, 406 projects, 
including 176 projects for 
sewage treatment of 5,270 
MLD and a sewer network 
of 5,214 km, have been 
sanctioned at a cost of Rs. 
32,898 crore against which 
sewerage treatment capac-
ity of 1,858 MLD has been 
created so far. The sewage 
treatment capacity created 
result in reducing pollution 
load being discharge in the 
various rivers.

In addition, sewerage in-
frastructure is created under 
programs like Atal Mission 
for Rejuvenation & Urban 
Transformation (AMRUT) 
and Smart Cities Mission of 
Ministry of Housing & Ur-
ban Affairs. 

Steps taken by the Gov-
ernment to stop discharge 
of industrial effluents into 

rivers inter alia, include 
issuance of notification of 
specific discharge standards, 
revision of the criteria for 
categorization of industries 
and issuing directions to all 
SPCBs/ PCCs to adopt the 
same, issuance of consent to 
establish/consent to operate 
by the SPCBs/PCCs, based 
on Comprehensive Environ-
ment Pollution Index (CEPI) 
identification of critically 
polluted areas to take neces-
sary measures through time-
targeted action plans, regu-
lar inspections of Grossly 
Polluting Industries (GPIs) 
by CPCB for compliance 
verification, installation 
of Online Continuous Ef-
fluent Monitoring System 
(OCEMS)for assessment of 
effluent quality and compli-
ance status. In addition, the 
industries are encouraged 
to reduce their waste water 
generation by technological 
advancement, reuse/recycle 
of wastewater and maintain 
Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD) 
wherever possible.

As per the provisions of En-
vironment (Protection) Act, 
1986 and Water (Prevention 
& Control of Pollution), Act 
1974, industrial units are 
required to install effluent 
treatment plants (ETPs) and 
treat their effluents to com-
ply with stipulated environ-
mental standards before dis-
charging into river and water 
bodies. Accordingly, CPCB, 
SPCBs and PCCs monitor 
industries with respect to 
effluent discharge standards 
and take punitive action for 
non-compliance under pro-
visions of these Acts.

Besides, in compliance of 
the orders of National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) in Original 
Application No.673/2018 
regarding rejuvenation of 
polluted river stretches in 
the country, States/UTs 
are required to implement 
approved action plans for 
restoration of the polluted 
stretches in their jurisdic-
tion as identified by CPCB 
and published in their report 
of 2018, within the stipulat-
ed timelines. As per the or-
ders of NGT, regular review 
on implementation of these 
action plans is undertaken 
in the States/UTs and also 
at Central level by Secre-
tary, Department of Water 
Resources, River Develop-
ment and Ganga Rejuvena-
tion, Ministry of Jal Shakti, 
Govt. of India. 

This information was given 
by the Minister of State for 
Jal Shakti, Bishweswar Tudu 
in a written reply in Rajya 
Sabha today.

WATER POLLUTION

MEASURES TAKEN FOR IMPROVEMENT 
IN RIVER WATER QUALITY

The Government is aware about the in-
crease in country’s water requirement. 
Water being a State subject, steps for 
augmentation, conservation and effi-
cient management of water resources 
are primarily undertaken by the re-
spective State Governments. In order 
to supplement the efforts of the State 
Governments, Central Government 
provides technical and financial assis-
tance to them through various schemes 
and programmes.

Government of India, in partnership 
with State, is implementing Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM) to make provision of tap 
water supply to every rural household 
of the country by 2024.

Government of India has launched 
AMRUT 2.0 on 1st October, 2021, cover-
ing all the statutory towns of the coun-
try to ensure universal coverage of wa-
ter supply & make cities ‘water secure’.

To ensure optimum utilization of 
water, Government of India has been 
implementing Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchayee Yojna (PMKSY) from 2015-
16 onwards. Under PMKSY-Acceler-
ated Irrigation Benefit Programme 
(AIBP), 99 ongoing major/medium ir-

rigation projects were prioritized dur-
ing 2016-17, in consultation with States. 
The extension of PMKSY for the period 
2021-22 to 2025-26 has been approved 
by Government of India, with an over-
all outlay of Rs. 93,068.56 crore.

The Command Area Development 
and Water Management (CADWM) 
Programme has been brought under 
PMKSY - Har Khet Ko Pani from 2015-
16 onwards. The main objective of tak-
ing up CAD works is to enhance utilisa-
tion of irrigation potential created, and 
improve agriculture production on a 
sustainable basis through Participatory 
Irrigation Management (PIM).

“Sahi Fasal” campaign was launched 
to nudge farmers in the water stressed 
areas to grow crops which are not water 
intensive, but use water very efficiently; 
and are economically remunerative; are 
healthy and nutritious; suited to the 
agro-climatic-hydro characteristics 
of the area; and are environmentally 
friendly.

Atal Bhujal Yojana, a World Bank 
aided Central Sector Scheme of the 
Government of India with an outlay of 
Rs 6000 crore, is being implemented 
with a focus on community participa-
tion and demand side interventions for 
sustainable ground water management 

in identified water stressed areas. The 
scheme is being taken up in seven states, 
viz. Haryana, Gujarat, Karnataka, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan 
and Uttar Pradesh.

The Mission Amrit Sarovar was 
launched on National Panchayati Raj 
Day on 24th April, 2022 as a part of cel-
ebration of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 
with an objective to conserve water for 
future. The Mission is aimed at devel-
oping and rejuvenating 75 water bodies 
in each district of the country. 

Jal Shakti Abhiyan-I (JSA-I) was 
conducted in 2019 in 1592 blocks out 
of 2836 blocks in 256 water stressed 
districts of the country and was ex-
panded as “Jal Shakti Abhiyan:Catch 
the Rain” (JSA:CTR) in 2021 with the 
theme “Catch the Rain – Where it Falls 
When it Falls” to cover all the blocks of 
all districts (rural as well as urban ar-
eas) across the country. “Jal Shakti Ab-
hiyan: Catch the Rain” (JSA:CTR) -2022 
campaign, the third in the series of JSAs, 
has been launched on 29.3.2022 to cov-
er all the blocks of all districts (rural as 
well as urban areas) across the country. 

This information was given by the 
Minister of State for Jal Shakti, Bish-
weswar Tudu in a written reply in Ra-
jya Sabha today.

WATER SUPPLY

STEPS TAKEN BY UNION GOVERNMENT 
TO CATER TO INCREASED WATER 
REQUIREMENTS

Ministry of Tourism (MoT) 
under its  Schemes of 
Swadesh Darshan, Pilgrim-
age Rejuvenation and Spiri-
tual Heritage Augmentation 
Drive (PRASHAD) and As-
sistance to Central Agencies 
provides assistance to the 
State Governments/Union 
Territory Administrations/
Central Agencies for devel-
opment of Tourism infra-
structure in the country. The 
projects for development 
under the schemes are iden-

tified in consultation with 
the State Governments/
Union Territory Adminis-
trations/Central Agencies 
and are sanctioned subject 
to availability of funds, sub-
mission of suitable detailed 

project reports, adherence 
to scheme guidelines and 
utilization of funds released 
earlier etc. 

The Ministry has now re-
vamped its Swadesh Dar-
shan scheme as Swadesh 

Darshan 2.0 (SD2.0) with 
the objective to develop 
sustainable and responsible 
tourism destinations, fol-
lowing a tourist & destina-
tion centric approach. Gaya 
and Nalanda have been se-
lected for development un-
der SD2.0 whereas Punaura 
Dham in Sitamarhi District 
of Bihar is a site identified 
for development under 
PRASHAD Scheme of MoT.

This information was giv-
en by Minister of Tourism 
Shri G. Kishan Reddy in a 
written reply in Lok Sabha 
today.

TOURISM

Gaya and Nalanda have been 
selected for development 
under Swadesh Darshan 2.0: 
G. Kishan Reddy

TDG NETWORK 

   The Ministry has now revamped its Swadesh Dar-
shan scheme as Swadesh Darshan 2.0 (SD2.0) with 
the objective to develop sustainable and responsible 
tourism destinations, following a tourist & destination 
centric approach

    Punaura Dham in Sitamarhi District of Bihar is a site 
identified for development under PRASHAD Scheme of 
Ministry of Tourism

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 



world the daily guardian review
tue sday |  20 december 2022
new delhi10

TOP OF THE DAY

TWO KILLED IN 
RUSSIAN DRONE 
ATTACKS ON 
UKRAINE
KYIV: Two civilians were 
injured and damage 
to property has been 
reported in a drone at-
tack on Kyiv Ukraine’s 
federal capital in the early 
morning this Monday. The 
attack was confirmed by 
the Ukrainian Military 
Administration, CNN a 
multinational cable news 
channel headquartered 
in Atlanta, Georgia in the 
U.S. reported. The Mayor 
of Kyiv Vitaliy Klitschko 
said on Telegram that 
technicians are working 
to stabilize the heat and 
power supply of the area 
hit in the attack. There 
was also critical dam-
age to the infrastructure 
facilities. Ukrainian air 
defences shot down nine 
Russian drones in Kyiv, 
according to authori-
ties According to CNN. 
Previously, One person 
was killed and two were 
injured under Russian 
shelling in the Ukrai-
nian city of Kherson on 
December 17.

36 PASSENGERS 
INJURED AFTER 
TURBULENCE HITS 
FLIGHT TO HAWAII
HAWAII: At least 11 
people were injured when 
a Honolulu-bound Hawai-
ian Airlines flight hit tur-
bulence about 30 minutes 
before landing, Hawaii 
News Now reported. A 
total of 36 passengers, 
including a 14-month-old 
and three crew members, 
were sent to the hospital 
with 11 of them seriously 
injured, Shayne Enright, 
a spokeswoman for the 
services said. Paramed-
ics and emergency medi-
cal technicians treated 
patients for a long list of 
injuries, including seri-
ous head injuries, cuts, 
bruises, nausea, and loss 
of consciousness. The 
Hawaiian Airlines flight, 
which was carrying 278 
passengers and 10 crew 
members, “landed safely” 
in Honolulu at 0:50 a.m, 
according to the airline, 
according to Hawaii News 
Now. 

TWO SECURITY 
PERSONNEL 
INJURED IN 
CLASHES 
KHYBER 
PAKHTUNKHWA: At 
least two security 
personnel were injured 
in an exchange of fire 
between people whom a 
Pakistani official termed 
as “militants” and forces 
in Pakistan’s Bannu, 
according to Pakistani 
journalists. Taking 
to Twitter, Pakistani 
journalist Roohan 
Ahmad said that there 
was an intense gun 
battle between the 
security personnel and 

“militants” in Bannu 
area. According to 
multiple sources, there 
is a ‘hostage situation’ in 
Bannu’s Cantt area and 
attackers have conveyed 
to officials that they want 
a helicopter to head back 
to Afghanistan,” Ahmad 
said. “Two security 
personnel have been 
injured in an exchange 
of fire between militants 
and security forces in 
Bannu. Negotiations 
underway between 
militants and officials 
to end the standoff,” he 
added.

Australian Foreign Minister 
Penny Wong will visit China 
on Wednesday to hold the 
6th Australia-China For-
eign and Strategic Dialogue, 
signalling an improvement 
in the relationship, Prime 
minister Anthony Albanese 
and Foreign Minister said in 
a joint statement.

According to the statement, 
“Building on the recent con-
structive meeting between 
Prime Minister Albanese 
and President Xi in Bali on 
the sidelines of the G20 Sum-
mit, tomorrow Foreign Min-
ister Penny Wong will travel 
to Beijing at the invitation 
of the People’s Republic of 
China to meet China’s State 
Councilor and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Wang Yi, 
and hold the 6th Australia-
China Foreign and Strategic 
Dialogue.” “This Dialogue 
was last held in 2018,” the 
statement reads.

In the statement, Albanese 
said that the dialogue would 
coincide with the 50th an-
niversary of diplomatic re-
lations. 

“This week marks the 50th 
anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations 
between Australia and the 
People’s Republic of China. 
In 1972, then Prime Minister 
Gough Whitlam took a bold 
decision, recognising the im-
portance of engagement and 
cooperation between our two 
nations and peoples. In the 
decades since China has 

grown to become one of the 
world’s largest economies 
and Australia’s largest trad-
ing partner. Trade between 
Australia and China, as well 
as strong people-to-people, 
cultural and business links 
have delivered significant 
benefits to both our coun-
tries,” the statement reads.

“Australia seeks a stable 
relationship with China; we 
will cooperate where we can, 
disagree where we must and 
engage in the national inter-
est,” it added. While sharing 
the statement on his Twit-
ter account, Albanese said, 
“Joint statement on the 50th 
anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between Australia 
and the People’s Republic of 
China.”

But, in November, the re-
lationship between China 
and Australia was not in 
a good position. Australia 
clarified that it did not par-
ticipate in the “China-Indian 
Ocean Forum on Develop-
ment Cooperation” held on 
November 21.  “Contrary to 
media reporting, no Aus-
tralian Government offi-
cial attended the Kunming 
China-Indian Ocean Forum 
on Development Coopera-
tion,” tweeted Australia’s 
High Commissioner to India, 
Barry O’Farrell. 

China’s aid agency hosted 
a meeting on Indian Ocean 
Forum. While Canberra 
was invited for the meet by 
Beijing, Australia, a member 
of Quad declined to partici-
pate in the China-led Indian 
Ocean Forum meet.

The outlawed Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan (TTP) claimed 
responsibility for carrying out 
an attack last Tuesday and 
claimed that they targeted a 
Military intelligence official, 
who died after being hospital-
ized for five days.

Taking to Twitter, Midstone 
Centre for International Af-
fairs senior associate Shem-
rez Nauman Afzal said, “Note 
that #TTP spokesman’s claim 
said “Tuesday past week” at 
the start of the statement. This 
could imply that the claimed 
attack took place on Tuesday 
13th Dec, and after 5 days of 
hospitalization, the targeted 
person (unidentified MI of-
ficial) expired on 17th Dec.” 
However, earlier, the MCIA 
journalist claimed that the at-
tack took place on December 

6. “#TTP spokesman claims 
responsibility for assassinat-
ing alleged #Pakistani intelli-
gence operative from Military 
Intelligence (MI) in Kohat last 
Tuesday (6th Dec); alleges MI 
operative expired after five 
days of hospitalization, and 
was “wanted” by militants for 
“various crimes,” he added. 

Afzal shared the TTP’s 
post “Tuesday last week, 
Mujahideen of Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
successfully targeted an MI 
official who was wanted by 
the Mujahideen for several 
crimes in Ghulam Bandai, 
Pindi Road of District Qubat 
of Wilayat Qubat. He died 
after being injured.” Earlier, 
in a Sunday attack, Pakistani 
militants seized a police sta-
tion in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province’s Bannu district and 
took hostages to negotiate 
with government authorities. 

STRAINED TIES

INTEL OFFICIAL’S KILLING

Oz Foreign Minister to visit 
China for strategic dialogue

TALIBAN CLAIMS RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR RECENT ATTACK IN PAKISTAN
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JAPAN ANNOUNCES BIG MILITARY PUSH

After Germany, Japan be-
comes the second country 
to overhaul its military in 
the backdrop of the Russia-
Ukraine war and increasing 
Chinese belligerence.

It seems as if the Russia-
Ukraine indirectly and the 
Chinese belligerence in the 
region directly has forced 

another country to give up its 
long-standing stand of being 
a non-military nation.

Fumio Kishida’s Japanese 
government worries that 
Russia has set a precedent 
that will encourage China 
to attack Taiwan, threaten-
ing nearby Japanese islands, 
disrupting supplies of ad-

vanced semi-conductors, and 
putting a potential strangle-
hold on sea lanes that supply 
Middle East oil. The newly 
released National Security 
Paper spells out that Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine is a 
serious violation of laws that 
forbid the use of force and has 
shaken the foundations of the 
international order, and the 
strategic challenge posed by 
China is the biggest Japan has 
ever faced.

In its sweeping five-year 
plan and revamped national 
security strategy, the Japa-
nese government said on 16th 

December, that it would also 
stockpile spare parts and oth-
er munitions, reinforce logis-
tics, develop cyber-warfare 
capabilities, and cooperate 
more closely with the United 
States and other like-minded 
nations to deter threats to 
the established international 
order.

NEIGHBOURS’ 
REACTION 
Neighbouring South Ko-
rea issued a strong protest 
against Japan’s territorial 
claim over disputed islands 
made in a national security 

paper, while cautiously re-
sponding to Tokyo’s plans for 
an unprecedented military 
build-up.

AMERICAN PRAISE
US National Security Advi-
sor Jake Sullivan has praised 
Japan’s new national secu-
rity and defence strategies, 
saying they will also sup-
port the US-Japan alliance.  
The reason for United States 
to welcome the Japanese de-
cision stems from the prism, 
which it uses to view China. 
United States sees China as 
“the only competitor with 

both the intent to reshape 
the international order and, 
increasingly, the economic, 
diplomatic, military, and 
technological power to ad-
vance that objective.” Wash-
ington has positioned the 
next decade – the same pe-
riod covered by Japan’s three 
new security documents – as 
a critical period.  
Unthinkable under past ad-
ministrations, the rapid arm-
ing of Japan, which already 
hosts U.S. forces, including 
a carrier strike group and a 
Marine expeditionary force, 
has the backing of most vot-

ers, according to opinion 
polls. Some surveys put sup-
port as high as 70 percent of 
voters. It will also make Ja-
pan the world’s third-biggest 
military spender after the 
US and China. Japan be-
comes the second country 
after Germany to give up its 
post-WW II stance on being 
a military power. 
Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator and media consultant 
based in New Delhi. He was 
also associated with BBC Urdu 
Service and Khaleej Times.  He 
can be contacted on www.asad-
mirza.in
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TWITTER POLL

‘Should I step down as head of Twitter?’ 
asks Elon Musk; majority say ‘yes’

Judging by the outcome of 
the poll that Twitter CEO 
Elon Musk asked for on the 
microblogging site, he is on 
his way out of Twitter.

Within a few minutes of 
Musk’s cryptic tweet, asking 
users if he should step down 
as head of the social media 
platform and also promis-
ing to abide by the result, 
the ‘yes’ votes started edg-
ing ahead. In reaction, Musk 
said, “As the saying goes, be 
careful what you wish, as 
you might get it.” Twitter 
CEO Elon Musk started 
a poll on the microblog-
ging site, asking users if he 
should step down as head 
of the social media platform 
and also promising to abide 
by the result.

Taking to Twitter, Elon 
Musk said, “Should I step 
down as head of Twitter? I 
will abide by the results of 
this poll.” Musk also said 
that there will be a vote for 
major policy changes on 
Twitter.

Twitter CEO’s tweet cre-
ated a new divide among 

users, where one side is 
in favor of Musk leaving 
Twitter as CEO, and oth-
ers don’t want him to leave 
the microblogging site. Da-
vid Morales, a Member of 
the Rhode Island House of 
Representatives, replied to 
Musk’s post and said, “Elon, 
as someone who hasn’t 

commented on this matter 
yet, please step down as the 
Head of Twitter. I’ve talked 
to many neighbors and 
people across Rhode Island 
who feel uncomfortable us-
ing this platform based on 
your decisions and state-
ments. Thank you!”

“Yes, due to your selec-
tive support for free speech. 
Also allowing tweets to 
be 4,000 characters takes 
away the creative aspect of 
tweeting,” another Twitter 
user said. Meanwhile, there 
are some supporters of 
Musk, who don’t want him 
to leave Twitter. Liz Wheel-
er, an American commenta-
tor said, “No. You’re doing 
a good job. It’s a swamp in 
there & the cleanup process 
is messy. You’re serving a 
vital need in our country 
to expose the left’s Marxist 

apparatus to control minds, 
behavior, speech, and ideol-
ogy. Few others - including 
politicians - are fighting 
this. Keep on.”

This poll comes after Twit-
ter Sunday announced it 
would ban accounts used 
to promote other accounts 
on other specific social me-
dia platforms, including 
Facebook, Instagram, and 
Mastodon.

Moreover, Twitter said 
that it still allows cross-
posting content from any 
social media platform. 
“Posting links or usernames 
to social media platforms 
not listed above are also not 
in violation of this policy.”

The change in Twitter 
rules comes at a time when 
Musk has faced some criti-
cism for major policy chang-
es on the platform.

‘PERSONAL DISPUTE’

Imran Khan promises to take ‘no action’ against 
former Army chief Bajwa after coming to power
TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan, 
on Sunday, promised that al-
though he has a “personal” 
dispute with former Army 
Chief General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa he will not take any ac-
tion against him if he comes 
to power again, The Express 
Tribune reported.

While addressing the meet-
ing of a delegation of Coun-
cil of Pakistan Newspaper 
Editors (CPNE) at his Zaman 
Park residence in Lahore, 
Khan said that the newly ap-
pointed Chief of Army Staff 

(COAS) General Asim Munir 
himself has said that he will 
remain neutral.

However, he added that 
holding elections within three 
months after the dissolution 
of assemblies will be the big-
gest test of his neutrality.

The former prime minis-
ter said that he explained to 
Bajwa about Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif ’s involve-
ment in Rs16 billion worth of 
corruption cases, according to 
The Express Tribune.

“I told Gen Bajwa that if 
we catch 10 to 12 top corrupt 
people, everything will get 
back on right track,” he added. 
However, he added, he later 

came to know that corruption 
was not an issue for General 
(retd) Bajwa.

Imran said that Pakistan’s 
economy would have per-
formed even better if there 
wasn’t a coronavirus pan-
demic and China was not 
locked down for two years.

The economy of the country 
is on a decline and the income 
of people is low then how can 
loans be returned in this situ-
ation, he questioned. “A coun-
try cannot prosper if there is 
no rule of law,” he added.

T a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
Toshakhana case, the PTI 
chief said that if there was 
corruption during his tenure, 

then the opponents would 
have raised it rather than 
highlighting the Toshakhana 
issue only, according to The 
Express Tribune.

“Toshakhana is not a mu-
seum. If I had not bought the 
watch it would have been 
bought by someone else dur-
ing an auction,” he said, add-
ing that Pakistan Muslim 
League-N (PML-N) supremo 
Nawaz Sharif and Asif Ali 
Zardari too bought expensive 
cars from Toshakhana.

Earlier, Imran Khan said 
that the “gang of corrupt” got 
clean chits under the National 
Reconciliation Ordinance 
(NRO) II granted to them by 

the former army chief, local 
media reported.

The former Prime Minis-
ter made the remarks in the 
backdrop of Salman Sheh-
baz’s return to the country 
after ending over four years 
of self-imposed exile in Lon-
don, according to The News 
International.

Khan said that Gen (retd) 
Bajwa committed cruelty by 
granting an NRO-II to the 
“gang of corrupt” elements.

Slamming the former army 
chief, the PTI chief reiterated 
that his government was top-
pled under a conspiracy and 
thieves were imposed on the 
country, the report said.

Within a few minutes of Musk’s cryptic tweet, the ‘yes’ votes 
started edging ahead.

The test was conducted primarily for evaluating the capabilities 
of satellite photography and data transmission system.

Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong.North Korea conducted 
a “final-stage test,” on 
Sunday, for the devel-

opment of a spy satellite, the 
first military reconnaissance 
satellite, according to Korean 
Central News Agency.

The spokesperson for the 
National Aerospace Develop-
ment Administration (NADA) 
said that the test was con-
ducted primarily for evaluat-
ing the capabilities of satellite 
photography and data trans-
mission system and ground 
control system. This test also 
verified photography con-
trol command and attitude 
control command for vari-
ous kinds of cameras in the 
optimum environment sim-

ulating space environment 
after the high-angle launch 
of a test-piece satellite into 
the altitude of 500km with 
one panchromatic camera 
for 20m resolution test, two 
multispectral cameras, video 
transmitter and transmitters 
and receivers of several bands, 

control devices, and batteries, 
the spokesperson said.

The test confirmed the 
important technical indices 
including the technology of 
camera operation in the space 
environment, data processing 
and transmission capability of 
communication devices, and 

the tracking and controlling 
the accuracy of the ground 
control system, according to 
KCNA.

The NADA announced that 
it would finish the prepara-
tions for the spy satellite by 
April 2023. This statement 
came after South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said that 
it had detected the launches 
from the Tongchang-RI area, 
North Pyongan Province 
between 11:13 am and 12:05 
pm (local time). According 
to South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, the missiles were 
fired at steep angles and flew 
around 500 kilometers. The 
JCS said that the intelligence 
authorities of South Korea 
and the United States have 
been carrying out an analysis 
for other details with regard 

to North Korea’s recent mis-
sile activities.

Pyongyang’s latest missile 
launch comes a month after it 
launched an intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM) be-
lieved to be capable of reach-
ing the whole of the continen-
tal US,  Earlier on Thursday, 
North Korea carried out an 
“important test” on a “high-
thrust solid-fuel” motor to 
create “another new-type 
strategic weapon system,” 
Yonhap news agency cited 
Korean Central News Agency. 
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff condemned North Ko-
rea’s missile launches and 
called it an “act of significant 
provocation” that undermines 
peace and stability in the Ko-
rean peninsula and the inter-
national community, 

TECHNICAL INDICES

NORTH KOREA COMPLETES  
‘FINAL-STAGE’ TEST OF SPY SATELLITE
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A statue of 
Argentine 

football legend 
Diego Maradona 

garlanded in 
celebration of 

Argentina’s FIFA 
World Cup victory 

against France 
at Shree Bhoomi 

Sporting Club, 
Bidhannagar, 

in North 24 
Parganas on 

Sunday. 

CELEBRATION 

#FIFAWORLDCUP

'REAL G.O.A.T': NETIZENS HAIL MESSI 
AFTER ARGENTINA'S TRIUMPH
People from every corner of the globe saw Argentina 
and France’s World Cup finale. It was the biggest 
football match anybody has witnessed in the tourna-
ment’s 92-year history. After a 3-3 draw in which Messi, 
35, scored twice and France’s Kylian Mbappé, a forward, 
scored three times, Argentina defeated France 4-2 on 
penalties to win its third World Cup.

Netizens couldn’t stop tweeting about the finale with 
the hashtag #FIFAWorldCup, which quickly rose to the 
top of trending topics. CEO of Google, Sundar Pichai, 
tweeted, “Search recorded its highest ever traffic in 25 
years during the final of #FIFAWorldCup, it was like the 
entire world was searching about one thing!”.

One of the users posted, “Messi is the real G.O.A.T. His 
life and passion inspire us all to achieve our goals in life. 
Possibly the greatest individual performance ever in a 
World Cup final. What. A. Man!!!” 

“One should 
look for each 
lacunae as an 
opportunity 
for change 
and imagine 
yourself to be a 
leader, don’t wait for 
somebody else to do 
that.”

— N. R. NARAYAN MURTHY

BRAIN-PICKING

Infosys Founder, said the young minds should develop the 
mindset to bring change in the society..

INNOVATING

A box with solution to 
every problem 
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The renowned Avadh Girls’ Degree College in Lucknow’s 
Happiness Club has created a “DOST BOX,” via which fe-
male students can communicate their ideas and issues. This 
is being done to address the physical and emotional health 
concerns of college students.

The Principal of Awadh Girls’ Degree College, Prof. Bina 
Rai, stated, “Nowadays the biggest problem among children is 
mental health, and due to social pressures, boys and girls are 
unable to discuss these problems at home or in schools and 
colleges.” “To solve this problem, ‘DOST BOX’ was started 
under the Happiness Club in Awadh Girls’ Degree College,” 
the principal added. This box is similar to a suggestion box 
where kids can place a slip with their issue on it while also 
maintaining their anonymity. The box will be opened and 
the issues examined every Thursday. In this regard, a special 
meeting will be convened in the college with the participation 
of professionals, counsellors, and physicians. In addition, 50 
female students will be selected as peer educators and given 
the responsibility of helping others.

The students said, “Sometimes there are certain problems 
which cannot be shared at home or with friends, for which 
the ‘DOST BOX’ will be very useful. This is because students 
can express their problems while keeping their identity con-
fidential and get the solution to the problem from the college.”

‘DOST BOX’ was started by the college in collabo-
ration with NSS students, in which most of the re-
sponsibility is given to the girl students of NSS. 
When college students were asked about this box, they highly 
appreciated the initiative.

Happiness Club's Dost Box.
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LIFE CHANGING  

After winning the 
coveted FIFA World 
Cup trophy, Argen-

tina’s Lionel Messi posted a 
sequence of images to Insta-
gram along with a moving 
message. Argentina’s World 
Cup victory was Messi’s 
dream, and he thanked the 
supporters for their support 
along the way.

“World Champions! I 
dreamed it so many times, 
I wanted it so much that I 
still haven’t fallen, I can’t 
believe it. Thank you very 
much to my family, to all 
who support me and also to 
all who believed in us. We 
demonstrate once again that 
Argentines when we fight 
together and united, we are 
capable of achieving what we 
set out to do. The merit be-
longs to this group, which is 
above individualities, it is the 
strength of all fighting for the 
same dream that was also the 
dream of all Argentines... We 
did it! Go Argentina! we are 
seeing each other very soon,” 
Messi captioned a photo al-
bum on Instagram.

Argentine hero who helped 

his country defeat France to 
win the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
confirmed on Sunday that he 
will continue to play football 
for Argentina.

“No, I’m not going to retire 
from the Argentina national 
team, I want to continue play-
ing as a champion,” stated 
Messi. Argentina won an in-
tensely fought final in what 
was Argentina’s talisman Li-

onel Messi’s final World Cup 
on Sunday.After finishing all 
square at the end of the second 
half of extra time, Argentina 
won the final 4-2 on penalties. 
Lionel Messi was awarded the 
Golden Ball, the honour given 
to the best player of a FIFA 
World Cup, after a thrilling 
final at Lusail that saw the 
legendary striker’s World 
Cup dreams turn into real-

ity following a 4-2 win over 
France in penalties.  Messi, 
playing his final FIFA World 
Cup this year, was in top 
form throughout the entire 
tournament. Scoring crucial 
goals, converting penalties, 
and assisting his teammates 
in scoring, the 35-year-old 
legend did it all. Argentina 
won its third World Cup and 
its first since 1986.

'I DREAMT IT SO MANY TIMES': MESSI 
ON FIFA WORLD CUP TRIUMPH

Messi with the FIFA World Cup trophy. 

Decoding PM Modi’s traditional 
wardrobe during Meghalaya visit

ATTIRE

In Shillong, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi laid the cornerstones for a num-
ber of Meghalaya projects totalling Rs 
2,450 crore. The Prime Minister’s at-
tire choice for the occasion won many 
hearts in addition to the praise he re-
ceived for helping the north-eastern 
state develop and grow.

When it comes to attire, Prime Min-
ister Modi is in a class of his own and 
actually makes pretty wise choices. He 
frequently engages with people by in-
corporating their customs and cultural 
symbolism into his attire. In an effort to 
show his admiration for the traditions 
of both of Meghalaya’s major tribes, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi wore a 

traditional Khasi costume and a tradi-
tional Garo cap on Sunday in Shillong.

The Prime Minister’s attire on Sun-
day sent a message to the state’s citi-
zens that he is there for them, wants 
to learn about their culture, and will 
provide any assistance needed to help 

the state develop and prosper. Talking 
about the projects, in a step to further 
boost telecom connectivity in the re-
gion, PM Modi dedicated to the nation 
4G mobile towers, of which more than 
320 have been completed and around 
890 are under construction. PM Modi 
also inaugurated the new campus of 
IIM Shillong at Umsawli and Shillong-
Diengpasoh Road, which will provide 
better connectivity to the new Shil-
long satellite township and decongest 
Shillong. Modi also inaugurated four 
other road projects across three states: 
Meghalaya, Manipur, and Arunachal 
Pradesh. Not simply with his speech or 
his development initiatives but also with 
his clothes, the prime minister struck a 
special connection with the populace.

PM Modi in Meghalaya.

Shital Keshari.
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TETE-E-TETE WITH ARTIST SHITAL KESHARI 
TRANSFORMATIVE

Shital Keshari, who is quickly 
breaking into the art world, 
has demonstrated that noth-
ing can stop you from suc-
ceeding if you identify the 
talent that is buried deep 
inside your mind at the cor-
rect time and begin working 
with complete dedication, pa-
tience, and inspiration.
Q: What inspired you to become 
an artist?
Ans: It was never my dream 
to become an artist, but since 

childhood, art has been 
etched in my mind in vari-
ous forms. I did a course in 
fashion design years ago and 
could easily excel in fashion 

design. You will be surprised 
to know that seven months 
ago, I suddenly started us-
ing colours on canvas with 
a brush. I can objectively say 
that my artistic mind pro-
pelled me into the stream of 
painting.
Q: How has the journey been so 
far?
Ans: Although this journey 
has been short, it has been 
satisfying and wonderful. 
My first painting (May 2022) 
was just a replica of ‘Shakun-
tala’, which filled me with 

immense confidence. After 
that, I started creating origi-
nal paintings with a combina-
tion of my imagination and 
concepts. I had composed 
the ‘Yagvalkya-Gargi Debate’ 
to depict the vital concept of 
empowerment of women 
through knowledge.
Q: Are you an expert on a par-
ticular subject? 
Ans: I’m working on a vari-
ety of projects, not just one. 
I’m on my way to developing 
a specific style to differentiate 
it from existing styles. 
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VICTORIOUS

SARGAM KOUSHAL: MEET 
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL MRS 
IN INDIA  

Sargam Koushal, who defeated competitors from 63 na-
tions to win the title of Mrs. World 2022, brought back 
the crown to India after 21 years. The Mrs. India pageant’s 
official page announced the winner on Instagram on Sun-
day. Sharing the picture of Mrs. World 2022, they wrote, 
“The long wait is over, it’s been 21 years we have the crown 
back!” On Saturday, Shaylyn Ford, Mrs. World 2021 from 
the US, presented the crown to Koushal during a ceremony 
at the Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casino. Mrs. Polyne-
sia and Mrs. Canada were named as the first and second 
runners-up, respectively.

Sargam wore a gorgeous pink slit gown for the final 
round. Sargam fought for the title with Mrs. Polynesia 
and was then crowned Mrs. World 2022. In the video, af-
ter the announcement of Mrs. World 2022, Sargam burst 
into tears and also gave a walk while wearing her pride, 
a new crown. Hailing from Jammu and Kashmir, Sargam 
also won the Mrs. India World 2022–23 title back in June 
this year, which led her to represent India internationally.

Mrs World 2022, Sargam Koushal.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

FIVE BEST MOMENTS IN THE 
HISTORY OF FIFA WC
Every edition of the FIFA World Cup is widely antici-
pated throughout the world because it never fails to 
deliver lots of entertainment, whether it be a spectac-
ular goal, an equally brilliant celebration, a moment 
of pure genius, or even a crazy moment. Here is a list 
of the five best moments in the history of FIFA WC:

DIEGO MARADONA’S BEST WC GOAL
Maradona scored one of the finest goals ever 
seen on the international stage after he had 
given his side the lead with his “Hand of God” 
goal. Maradona picked up the ball in his own 

half and manoeuvred through every opponent in his 
path before slipping it past the defenceless Peter  
Shilton.

GORDON BANKS’  'SAVE OF THE CENTURY'
The 1970 World Cup group stage encounter 
between England and Brazil included a save 
from Pelé by goalkeeper Gordon Banks. The 
Brazilian icon appeared to have put the ball in 

the back of the net with a downward header, but Banks 
made a spectacular save by diving to his right. Banks’ 
dive is frequently referred to as the “save of the century”.

MARCO TARDELLI’S GOAL CELEBRATION
The Italian player Marco Tardelli celebrated 
his goal in a unique way after giving his team 
a 2-0 lead against West Germany in the World 
Cup final. He was completely overcome as he 

ran towards the bench and began to scream and sob in 
thanks to the heavens.Italy won the World Cup for the 
first time ever.

JOHAN'S CRUYFF TURN
Johan Cruyff, the game’s greatest player 
and the inventor of “total football,” embar-
rassed the Swedish defence so severely that 
they named a dribbling technique after him. 

He faked a shot, drew the ball behind his standing leg, 
and changed directions in a twisting twirl. Thus, in the 
1974 FIFA World Cup Group Stage, the Cruyff turn was 
formed.

MESSI’S MAGIC
Lionel Messi reminded the world why he is 
regarded by many as the best player to have 
ever lived by demonstrating to Nigerian goal-
keeper Francis Uzoho that his right foot is 

equally as deadly as his left. Only Messi has ever been 
equated with Diego Maradona.

— ALISHA LOUIS

Diego Maradona



It is a well-known fact that 
film and sports celebrities 
form an influential group 
in society, both in the US 
and in India. When inter-
national boxer Mohammed 
Ali developed Parkinson’s 
disease and Superman star 
Christopher Reeve suffered 
a spinal injury with paraly-
sis, both evinced interest in 
the disorder among common 
people and the scientific fra-
ternity in the quest for better 
understanding and treatment 
of the condition.

In India, in the recent past, 
two film celebrities, Yami 

Gautam and Samantha Ruth 
Prabhu, opened up about be-
ing affected by Keratosis Pila-
ris and Myositis, sometimes 
seen by dermatologists. Since 
most celebrities approach 
their skin physician, it is very 
important for them to estab-
lish their beauty and candour 
with the huge fan following 
they have in society.

In this context, we herewith 
discuss keratosis pilaris, 
which is commonly known 
as chicken skin and has been 
in the spotlight due to the gen-
eral public being exposed to 
the terminology, which they 
probably knew but were 
unaware of whether to seek 
the attention of a physician 
or not.

Keratosis is a skin condition 
that causes rough patches of 
skin as well as small, skin-
colored or red swelling-like 
bumps. This condition devel-
ops when the skin produces 
too much of a protein called 
keratin, which can block hair 
follicles and cause bumps to 
form. The bumps are usually 

on the arms, thighs, cheeks, 
and buttocks. They’re white, 
sometimes red, and typically 
don’t hurt or itch.

The condition is difficult 
to cure completely but can 
be managed with medicated 
creams and, occasionally, 
oral medications. Minor skin 
procedures may also improve 
skin appearance.

It is known to be a bit more 
common in females than 
males, but both sexes can 
be affected, and a winter ex-
acerbation of the condition 
is known to occur, possibly 

related to xerosis (dryness) 
and friction due to the extra 
layers of clothing in winter. In 
fact, pregnant and lactating 
mothers are known to have 
worsening spiny bumps. Im-
provement occurs as people 
age, but some activity may 
persist well into middle age, 
when they may fade away 
slowly.

In some people, mild red-
ness around the spiny red 
dots or some pigmentation 
around the spiny skin bumps 
can occur, which makes them 
seek medical attention. This 

can occur on the face, cheeks, 
and neck. The condition 
may coexist with other dis-
orders like Ichthyosis (fish 
like scaly skin disorder) and 
Atopic dermatitis (Eczema) 
and they too get flared up in 
Winter perhaps showing us 
grouping of the common dry-
ing skin disorders that flare 
up in certain seasons.

The diagnosis is straight-
forward for an experienced 
dermatologist looking at 
the spiny bumps in the hair 
follicular area involving the 
arms, thighs, trunk of the 
body, and occasionally the 
face and neck. It must be 
distinguished from a few 
other similar disorders seen 
in children, such as lichen 
spinosum and phrynodermas 
(caused by a lack of vitamin 
A and fatty acids due to a 
poor diet). An experienced 
dermatologist will be able to 
reach a diagnosis with good 
observation and, if necessary, 
a few diagnostic tests.

Treatment of the condition 
is based on simple measures 

like simple emollient creams 
and keratolytic agents (that 
exfoliate the outer skin ar-
eas), but the condition itself 
can improve spontaneously 
as there are seasonal changes 
from winter to spring and 
summer. Other treatments 
include topical retinoid 
creams (Vitamin A syntheti-
cally derived agents), short-
term topical steroid creams, 
and oral therapies with oral 
retinoids.

Minor cosmetic procedures 
such as microdermabrasion 
and laser therapies such as 
long pulsed diodes or pulsed 
dye lasers have also been tried 
with success in some people.

Overall, the condition can 
be managed with a bit of co-
operation from the patient 
and the doctor, a good expla-
nation of the benign nature 
of the condition, and realistic 
expectations from the treat-
ment.
Dr Sunil Kumar Prabhu is a 
Consultant Dermatologist and 
Aesthetic Physician at Aster RV 
hospitals. 
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Being able to bring 
life into this world is 
a wonderful yet dif-

ficult feat. Mothers do their 
best when it comes to their 
baby’s health, safety, and 
growth. Therefore, during 
pregnancy, they start decid-
ing on the best delivery op-
tion for her and the baby.

There are different deliv-
ery options available, de-
pending upon the health 
conditions of the baby and 
the mother, which are rec-
ommended after evaluating 
the associated benefits and 
risks. Traditionally, vaginal 
birth was the typical way 
of giving birth. However, 
many new techniques have 
been developed to help dur-
ing labour, either by damp-
ening pain or smoothing the 
delivery process.

Below is a comprehensive 

list of delivery methods 
used today:

1. Vaginal Delivery: The 
mother pushes to deliver the 
baby through the vagina. 
This is the least-interven-
ing process and has fewer 
chances of infection as com-
pared to other methods. In 
vaginal delivery, it is diffi-
cult to know exactly when 
labour starts; therefore, 
women are advised to get 
admitted to a hospital care 
ward a few days prior to the 
expected date to prevent any 
last-minute haste. If natural 
labour does not begin at the 
expected time, additional 
assistance is provided in the 
form of medications, gel, or 
other methods to induce la-
bour. This is called artificial 
labour induction.

2. Assisted Vaginal Deliv-
ery: When vaginal delivery 
gets difficult, the doctor uses 
supporting methods to help 
with the delivery process. 

One method is by sticking 
a vacuum cup on the baby’s 
head and slowly pulling the 
baby out. The other method 
is to use safe forceps-like in-
struments to hold and gen-
tly guide the baby out.

3. Caesarean Section 
(C-Section): C-sections 
are undertaken in cases of 
complicated birth proce-
dures, such as unnatural 
positioning of the child, 
twins or more to be born, 

prior uterine conditions, or 
complications during vagi-
nal delivery. The reason be-
hind choosing this delivery 
method is analysed prior 
to the expected birth date. 
Further planning is done 
based on health conditions, 
expected complications, the 
need, and the decision of 
the mother before finalis-
ing the date and details of 
the surgery. C-sections may 
have some direct advan-
tages, such as less pain, a 
lower risk of injury, and less 
stress.

4. Water birth: Using wa-
ter in a tub during labour to 
push and deliver the baby 
is called water birthing. 
The method can make the 
delivery process easier, less 
stressful, and less painful 
because this procedure is 
carried out in water. In the 
event of complications, tak-
ing delivery assistance by 
vacuum or forceps in water 

is difficult. Moreover, water 
deliveries can only be un-
dertaken in an uncompli-
cated pregnancy, and all vi-
tal signs must remain stable. 
Nonetheless, water birth 
has helped many women 
have safe births.

Childbirth is rarely a 
simple and linear process. 
The process is decided and 
changed based on the moth-
er’s personal health history, 
pregnancy conditions, and 
mental and physical state 
at the time of delivery. With 
advancements in technolo-
gy, all methods are growing 
to be safer and more effec-
tive. The best delivery meth-
od for each mother must be 
decided after thorough con-
sultation with the obstetri-
cian and gynaecologist.

Dr Manjusha Goel works in the 
department of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology at the CK Birla 
Hospital in Delhi. 

an ExpEcting mothEr’s 
guidE on childbirth

Nuances of tackling juvenile diabetes

India is already known as the 
world’s capital of diabetes 
with a vast adult population 
with diabetes. In children, 
type-1 diabetes is the most 
common form of diabetes 
and can affect children as 
young as 1 year of age. Child-
hood diabetes is on the rise, 
with a worldwide estimate 
of 1 lakh children under 15 
years likely to develop Type 
1 diabetes. It develops due to 
a process called autoimmu-
nity that leads to the perma-
nent destruction of beta cells 
in the pancreas, resulting in 
little or no insulin produc-
tion. This causes high blood 
sugar levels, which can lead 
to a variety of short- and 
long-term organ damage if 
not treated.

Type 2 diabetes, which was 
once regarded as a disease 
of adults, is increasingly on 
the rise in children and re-
sults from a combination of 
genetic and environmental 
factors. Children born with 
low birth weight and who 
grow rapidly during child-
hood can be at increased 
risk. Lifestyle factors such 
as excessive consumption 
of foods that are high in fat 
and calories, such as pre-
packaged, refined, and pro-
cessed foods, coupled with 
minimal physical activity, an 
increased amount of screen 
time—as in watching TV, 
playing computer games, 
texting, etc.—than playing 
outdoors, lead to children 
becoming overweight and 
obese. This increases their 
chances of developing type 
2 diabetes and its compli-
cations by causing insulin 
production and action to 
go into overdrive. Studies 
have shown that the earlier 
onset of Type-2 diabetes in 
children tends to be more 
severe and progress faster 
than in adults.

There are also other rarer 
forms of diabetes that may in 

insulin production or action 
and diabetes occurring in 
children with certain chron-
ic diseases, or taking medica-
tions for other illnesses.

SymptomS 
Children with diabetes can 
present with classic symp-
toms such as increased 
thirst, frequent urination, 
recent onset bed wetting, 
weight loss despite having 
a normal or increased ap-
petite. Younger children, in 
addition, may present with 
an increased frequency of 
infections, and failure to 
gain weight. Children with 
untreated Type 1 diabetes 
can present with ketoacido-
sis, wherein keto acids ac-

cumulate in the body, which 
can lead to breathing dif-
ficulty, vomiting, dehydra-
tion, and excessive fatigue, 
which is often the first time 
the child is diagnosed with 
Type 1 diabetes. These chil-
dren will need to be treated 
as an emergency. Children 
with type-2 diabetes are of-
ten overweight or obese, can 
have increased thirst and 
urination, feel tired easily, 
and may be unable to per-
form well at school.

management 
Type 1 diabetes is managed 
with the help of daily insulin 
shots to the skin, blood glu-
cose monitoring, meal plan-
ning with supervision from 

trained professionals, and 
family support. Timely di-
agnosis and screening peri-
odically under the guidance 
of a trained professional can 
help prevent complications.

Type 2 diabetes is largely 
preventable. Preventing 
children from becoming 
overweight can be done by 
promoting and opting for 
healthy eating, keeping one-
self physically active, and 
keeping screen time to a 
minimum.

parental Support
It’s necessary to get your 
child’s blood sugars checked 
if you feel your child might 
have any of the symptoms of 
diabetes. Children with type 
1 diabetes, once started on 
treatment, might temporar-
ily go into a phase of very low 
insulin requirement, which 
is referred to as the “hon-
eymoon” phase, and some 
might mistake this phase 
for being a cure for diabetes. 
Omitting insulin without 
supervision by your doctor 
might have serious conse-
quences for the child. 
As a result, it is critical that 
your child be evaluated by 

a professional who can pro-
vide appropriate guidance. 
Children with diabetes can 
lead a normal life with pro-
fessional and family sup-
port. 
As parents, the best gift they 
can give to their child is by 
being role models them-
selves and leading by ex-
ample, especially in adopt-
ing healthy eating practices, 
keeping oneself physically 
active, getting your child 
checked if you feel your child 
is having symptoms of dia-
betes, and also getting your 
child screened for obesity.

Keeping the intake of high-
calorie, high-sugar, and 
processed foods and sugary 
drinks to a minimum; adopt-
ing healthy eating practises 
such as eating a rainbow 
every day—at least 5 differ-
ent types of whole fruits and 
vegetables in a day; consum-
ing whole over refined foods; 
avoiding screen time during 
meals; and engaging in any 
form of physical exercise for 
at least 30 minutes a day.

Namratha Upadhya is a paedi-
atric endocrinologist at Aster 
RV Hospital, in Bangalore. 

nutrition for 
womEn in thEir 40s

Have you got cHicken skin? it’s actually keratosis Pilaris

Women undergo body 
changes throughout life- pu-
berty, menarche, pregnancy, 
pre-menopause, and meno-
pause. Especially after the 
age of 40, women observe 
peak hormonal changes. 
These constant changes not 
only take a toll on the body 
but can also be the reason for 
various health issues such 
as cardiovascular diseases, 
diabetes, and osteoporosis. 
One can maintain health and 
overcome health conditions 
by maintaining a nutritious 
and healthy diet. Specific 
foods during these differ-
ent phases impact women`s 
health significantly. Here is 
a list of foods that women in 
their 40s should include in 
their diet. 

Flaxseeds: They are rich in 
fibre and are a rich source of 
omega-3 fatty acids, which 
are crucial for maintaining a 
healthy heart and promoting 
bone health.

Chia seeds: Chia seeds are 
an excellent source of fibre 
and omega-3 fatty acids. 
They are suitable for weight 
loss as they provide a feeling 
of satiety. It also promotes 
bone health and is an excel-
lent source of protein.

Leafy vegetables: Spinach, 
broccoli, methi, and sarson 
(mustard greens) are rich in 
nutrients such as vitamin K, 
folate, lutein, calcium, beta-
carotene, and other antioxi-
dants that promote cognitive 
function, reduce the risk of 
obesity and heart disease.

Garlic: The allicin in gar-
lic plays a crucial role in 
regulating estrogen levels, 

reduces the marker for es-
trogen deficiency, and is also 
essential for bone health.

Sweet potato: The fibre 
and antioxidants in sweet 
potatoes are beneficial for 
maintaining gut health. It 
is also rich in beta-carotene 
and promotes healthy vision. 
It also boosts immunity.

Green tea: The catechins 
in green tea help to scavenge 
harmful oxygen radicals and 
counter oxidative damage to 
the cells, DNA, and cellular 
functions.

Turmeric: It has anti-in-
flammatory properties and 
also has great effects on bone 
and heart health; it should 
be included in the diet on a 
regular basis.

Dairy products: These 

are rich in vitamin D and 
calcium and promote bone 
health. It also helps maintain 
gut health.

Salmon: An omega-3 fatty 
acid-rich source that helps 
maintain bone health and 
provides a feeling of satiety, 
helping to maintain weight.

After 40 years of age, a 
woman`s body is subjected 
to a slower metabolism, hor-
monal imbalance, and bone 
loss, so one must be vigilant 
regarding their diet. One 
should avoid alcoholic bev-
erages and saturated fats to 
avoid triggering hormonal 
imbalances and other health 
conditions.

Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clinical 
Pharmacologist and Nutraceu-
tical Physician, Founder and 
CEO IntelliMed Healthcare 
Suctions.

Anaemia
nutrition in india

1.3 billion
Malnutrition

36%

21%

38%

53% 59%

IndIa faces the challenge of 
meetIng the needs of 

people In terms of nutrItIon

nearly

chIldren are 
underweIght

chIldren are 
stunted

chIldren are wasted

women (15-49 
years) are anaemIc

of chIldren (6-59 
months) are anaemIc

SOURCE: Nutrition International
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nAMrAthA uPADhyA

With advancements in technology, all methods are growing to be safer and 
more effective. The best delivery method for each mother must be decided after 
thorough consultation with the obstetrician and gynaecologist.

Mothers do their best when it comes to their baby’s health. 

Keratosis Pilaris 

Diabetes can affect children as young as one year of age. 

anaeMia

50 % pregnant women are anaemIc
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We often find ourselves con-
fused and conflicted, some 
more than others. We tend 
to suffer from self doubt, 
low self-esteem or a cloudy 
mind. While dealing with 
difficult situations or peo-
ple, we experience physical, 
mental and emotional tur-
bulences. Many times, we 
also find ourselves feeling 
low on energy and some-
times slip into our own inner 
mess. People absorb all sorts 
of energies from us, and may 
absorb negative energies 
from those we interact with.
This is often associated with 
the dip in energy levels we 
experience sometimes. 

It is becoming increasingly 
important for us to sort out 
our inner self and remain in 
touch with our emotional 

core and keep it strong. This 
requires a lot of cleansing 
and evaluation. One has to 
remove any resentment, 
guilt, hatred and jealousy - 
these act like toxins for our 
emotions. Holding a grudge 
against someone is equiva-
lent to letting them live rent-
free in your head. Healing 
begins only when these 
toxins are released, so it can 
then be replaced by love and 
forgiveness. 

Forgiveness is a skill that 
can be learned and devel-
oped. It is an emotional 
process that allows you to 
heal yourself by releasing 
negative thoughts and feel-
ings. It is not about who you 
forgive, but about releasing 
the negativity/toxins that re-
mains within you. Forgive-
ness is key to selfhealing. It 
is, therefore, very important 
to be on a path where you 
are connected to your spiri-
tual core.

All of us make mistakes 
and have hurt somebody in 
our lives, knowingly or un-
knowingly. Our words and 
actions may impact some-
one negatively without our 
knowledge or intent. Our 
misplaced sense of humor 

may embarrass or insult 
someone. Similarly, some-
one else might have impact-
ed you negatively, unaware 
of the impact it can have 
on your emotions. Simply 
by being aware of this in a 
tough situation, you can 
reduce the imprint of emo-
tions of hurt, anger etc. This 
is the first step towards for-
giveness. According to the 
American Psychological As-
sociation, “forgiveness is the 
mental or spiritual process 
of ceasing to feel resentment 
or anger against another 
person for a perceived of-
fense, difference or mistake 
or ceasing to demand pun-
ishment or restitution.” 

Forgiveness is the first 
spiritual practice to help us 
move forward and attain 
a clutter-free life. It is the 
process of letting go of your 
desire to get even with the 
person who has hurt you. 
It is about confronting the 
past and enabling ourselves 
to move on and detach from 
past experiences and emo-
tions. 

On the surface, it seems 
like it is very difficult to for-
give some people, but the 
process is simple enough. It 

is a choice, wish and power 
to forgive and with intro-
spection and active practice 
of this skill, you can forgive 
the gravest of sins or sinners.

You can forgive someone 
and yet not want anything 
to do with them with the un-
derstanding that forgiveness 
is for past reconciliation and 
not for future consideration. 
You don’t need to reconcile 
with the person who has 
hurt you. You are doing it 
for your happiness, peace 
and growth. Forgiveness is 
about reclaiming your pow-
er and freeing your mind 
from the toxic emotion that 
trapped you with bitterness 

and hatred. Train yourself 
with the right techniques to 
forgive and experience more 
freedom and peace. 

Why you should 
forgive
It sets you free. Many people 
are suffering from physical, 
mental, and emotional ill-
ness because of their inabil-
ity to let go. According to the 
Harvard Medical School, 
not forgiving can impact 
both the physical and men-
tal health of a person. Stud-
ies have further shown that 
forgiveness can reduce anx-
iety and depression.

Your pain, humiliation, 

and/or embarrasment is 
real, but you can choose to 
move forward, without any 
of these emotions.  When 
you forgive, you no longer 
give the other person the au-
thority to impact your life.

Forgiveness is life’s great-
est teacher. We learn about 
ourselves, others and life 
through these tough situa-
tions. By learning to truly 
forgive, we are working to-
wards our personal growth. 

Forgiveness takes us out of 
the victim mentality, that we 
tend to have - we are pushed 
to the corner. Now, it is our 
choice to remain there or 
push forward in life. Once 
we choose to forgive, we em-
power ourselves. 

Whom to forgive
1. You: Your younger self 
who might have made mis-
takes and would have hurt 
others including the par-
ents, relatives and friends.  
We can be hard on our-
selves. Forgiving yourself 
for these past experiences 
may be the hardest part of 
the healing process.
2. Parents: Growing up, we 
are most influenced by our 
parents. They shape a lot 

of who we are as people. In 
difficult times, we tend to 
blame our parents and our 
childhood. 
Forgiving your parents will 
heal deep-rooted resistance, 
problems, and guilt that 
manifest in different forms 
in our lives today. 
3. All others: People who 
have, consciously or uncon-
sciously, caused you hurt or 
harm. 

What happens when you 
find it difficult to forgive 
someone? Introspect and 
ask yourself, have I ever 
hurt anyone? Have I ever 
been forgiven by my par-
ents, teachers, elders? You 
might have tested your 
body at some point in your 
life, by either indulging in 
unhealthy food, or over-
strained it in an intense 
workout, however, your 
body forgave you and and 
healed itself. If you have 
been forgiven then it is es-
sential to learn how to for-
give. 

In my experience, forgive-
ness leads to higher self-es-
teem and helps to establish 
spiritual connections which 
in turn fuels compassion 
and empathy within.

“Forgiveness is the power-
ful assertion that bad things 
will not ruin your today 
even though they might 
have spoiled your past.” - 
Fred Luskin, Forgive for 
Good

Forgiveness is a long jour-
ney but take the first step 
now. Always be connected 
to your heart and draw on 
a higher power that you be-
lieve in to take you through 
this process. Work with 
your internal core to lift the 
burden of pain, hurt, and 
anger. Be aware of your 
heart and why it hurts so 
much. When we realize that 
we can be forgiven, we can 
forgive others easily.

Being at peace with your-
self is important. We all 
know grudges are un-
healthy. Let us begin the 
first step by letting them 
go. The act of forgiveness is 
therapeutic and necessary 
for our physical, mental, 
and emotional wellbeing.

Dr Anita Chitkara has exper-
tise in alternate therapies, is 
Reiki Grandmaster, Tarot Card 
reader, Counsellor and the Au-
thor. Visit www.dranitachit-
kara.com

Forgiveness: The Way To a happy and LiberaTed LiFe
To ‘forgive’ is to set a prisoner free—that prisoner is you.

skiLL To deveLop

dr AnitA ChitkArA 

It is in our highest mo-
ments that we need to be 
the most careful, for it’s 

in those very moments that 
the devil comes forth. The 
devil here is that heady feel-
ing of invincibility. It’s when 
one is at the top of the world 
that all manner of tempta-
tions and bad company 
clamber on like leeches and 
termites, eating away at 
one’s moral fibre and leav-
ing one decadent and bereft 
of rational judgement.

Imagine winning Wimble-
don at seventeen, becoming 
the World No. 1 in the sport, 
and living the life of a king, 
surrounded by doting fans. 
And then, suddenly, find-
ing yourself at the gates of a 
prison, a stone’s throw away 

from where you have been 
celebrated by dukes and 
duchesses. Wandsworth 
prison is just over 3 miles 
away from the Wimbledon 
Center Court. But, it’s one 
stretch that one would not 
like to cover. Especially one 
adored by millions as a glob-
al tennis icon.

That was the sad story of 
the meteoric rise, and earth-
shattering free fall of Boris 
Becker, who has recently been 
released from Wandsworth 
prison in the UK and since 
been deported to Germany. 
Serving his sentence for 
committing financial fraud, 
by first having hidden his as-
sets and then having declared 
himself bankrupt to avoid 
paying huge debts, Boom 

Boom 
Becker was 
at the receiving end of a new 
kind of challenge and educa-
tion in a different court. 

Being truthful and honest 
is not just moral advice but 
a warning and an important 
life lesson. Karma catches up 
sooner or later, as is evident 
in Becker’s case. 

One can become a great suc-

cess 
story 

and a re-
vered hero in some 

particular area of one’s life 
through intense hard work 
and focus earning millions. 
However, this won’t ensure 
mastery and attainment in 
other arenas of one’s life. If 
one doesn’t work on one’s 
character and life skills every 
single day, wrong company 
and temptations will soon de-

stroy one’s moral fibre, how-
ever much material success 
one has achieved. 

Everyday, we are presented 
with opportunities to choose 
between the harder right and 
the easier wrong. It is the 
choices we make, moment 
to moment, which constantly 
build our inner strength and 
character. It’s not only the 
great stuff we do in front of 
the world which defines us, 
but what we do when no one 
is watching over us. 

Abraham Lincoln had said, 
“You can fool some of the peo-
ple all of the time, and all of 
the people some of the time, 
but you cannot fool all of the 
people all of the time.”

Becker reached the pinnacle 
of success and then his weak 
moral fibre allowed tempta-
tion  and greed to enter him. 
He began believing that he 
was invincible, beyond the 
reach of the laws of the land. 
The tennis great fudged ac-
count books, and almost got 
away before Karma finally 

caught up.
What is your ‘immoral-

ity factor’? To what extent 
are you willing to convince 
yourself that whatever you 
are doing is right even when 
you know it is wrong? Can 
you be honest with yourself 
about being dishonest? 

Calling yourself out is go-
ing to be tough. However, it 
is only such brutal and candid 
reflection which will compel 
you to witness yourself in 
your complete nakedness. 
You could emerge shocked, 
realising what a jerk you 
have been, unbeknownst 
to yourself, and all that you 
have refused to accept about 
yourself.

The Boris Becker episode is 
a stern warning to us all that 
if we don’t work on our mo-
rality, then we are certainly 
going to land up in hot soup, 
sooner than later.
Deepam Chatterjee is the author 
of The Millennial Yogi. He can 
be contacted on  deepamchatter-
jee@yahoo.co.in

WhaT is yoUr ‘iMMoraLiTy FaCTor’?
eTernaL LiFe

A man who says, ‘I want 
to change, tell me how to’, 
seems very earnest, very 
serious, but he is not. He 
wants an authority whom 
he hopes will bring about 
order in himself. But can au-
thority ever bring about in-
ward order? Order imposed 
from without must always 
breed disorder. You may see 
the truth of this intellectu-
ally, but can you actually ap-
ply it so that your mind no 
longer projects any author-
ity, the authority of a book, a 
teacher, a wife or husband, 
a parent, a friend or of so-

ciety? Because we have al-
ways functioned within the 
pattern of a formula, the 
formula becomes the ideol-
ogy and the authority; but 
the moment you really see 
that the question, ‘How can 
I change?’ sets up a new au-
thority, you have finished 
with authority for ever.

Let us state it again clear-
ly: I see that I must change 
completely from the roots 
of my being; I can no longer 
depend on any tradition be-
cause tradition has brought 
about this colossal laziness, 
acceptance, and obedience; 
I cannot possibly look to an-
other to help me to change, 
not to any teacher, any God, 
any belief, any system, any 
outside pressure or influ-
ence. What then takes 
place?

First of all, can you reject 
all authority? If you can, 
it means that you are no 
longer afraid. Then what 
happens? When you reject 
something false which you 
have been carrying about 
with you for generations, 

when you throw off a bur-
den of any kind, what takes 
place? You have more en-
ergy, haven’t you? You have 
more capacity, more drive, 
greater intensity and vital-
ity. If you do not feel this, 
then you have not thrown 
off the burden, you have not 
discarded the dead weight 
of authority.

Bu t  wh e n  yo u  h ave 
thrown it off and have this 
energy in which there is no 
fear at all—no fear of mak-
ing a mistake, no fear of do-
ing right or wrong—then 
is not that energy itself the 
mutation? We need a tre-
mendous amount of energy, 
and we dissipate it through 
fear, but when there is this 
energy which comes from 
throwing off every form of 
fear, that energy itself pro-
duces the radical inward 
revolution. You do not have 
to do a thing about it.

So you are left with your-
self, and that is the actual 
state for a man to be who is 
very serious about all this; 
and as you are no longer 

looking to anybody or any-
thing for help, you are al-
ready free to discover. And 
when there is freedom, there 
is energy; and when there is 
freedom it can never do any-
thing wrong. Freedom is en-
tirely different from revolt. 
There is no such thing as 
doing right or wrong when 
there is freedom. You are 
free, and from that centre 
you act. And hence there is 
no fear, and a mind that has 
no fear is capable of great 

love. And when there is love, 
it can do what it will.

What we are now going 
to do, therefore, is to learn 
about ourselves, not accord-
ing to me or to some analyst 
or philosopher—because if 
we learn about ourselves ac-
cording to someone 

else, we learn about them, 
not ourselves—we are going 
to learn what we actually 
are.

Having realized that we 
can depend on no outside 

authority in bringing about 
a total revolution within 
the structure of our own 
psyche, there is the im-
mensely greater difficulty 
of rejecting our own inward 
authority, the authority of 
our own particular little ex-
periences and accumulated 
opinions, knowledge, ideas, 
and ideals. You had an ex-
perience yesterday which 
taught you something, and 
what it taught you becomes 
a new authority—and that 

authority of yesterday is as 
destructive as the author-
ity of a thousand years. 
To understand ourselves 
needs no authority either of 
yesterday or of a thousand 
years because we are living 
things, always moving, flow-
ing, never resting. When we 
look at ourselves with the 
dead authority of yesterday, 
we will fail to understand 
the living movement and 
the beauty and quality of 
that movement.

To be free of all author-
ity, of your own and that of 
another, is to die to every-
thing of yesterday, so that 
your mind is always fresh, 
always young, innocent, 
full of vigour and passion. 
It is only in that state that 
one learns and observes. 
And for this a great deal of 
awareness is required, actu-
al awareness of what is go-
ing on inside yourself, with-
out correcting it or telling it 
what it should or should not 
be, because the moment you 
correct it you have estab-
lished another authority, a 

censor.
So now we are going to in-

vestigate ourselves togeth-
er—not one person explain-
ing while you read, agreeing 
or disagreeing with him as 
you follow the words on the 
page, but taking a journey 
together, a journey of dis-
covery into the most secret 
corners of our minds. And 
to take such a journey we 
must travel light; we cannot 
be burdened with opinions, 
prejudices, and conclu-
sions—all that old furniture 
we have collected for the 
last two thousand years 
and more. Forget all you 
know about yourself, forget 
all you have ever thought 
about yourself; we are going 
to start as if we knew noth-
ing.
One of the greatest religious 
teachers of all-time, sage, phi-
losopher, and religious teacher, 
Krishnamurti had illuminated 
the lives of millions the world 
over; it is estimated that he 
talked to more people than any 
other person in recorded his-
tory.

Can you reject all authority?
inWard order

J. krishnAmurti

It’s not only the great stuff we do in front of the world which 
defines us, but what we do when no one is watching over us.

Abraham Lincoln had said, “You 
can fool some of the people all of 

the time, and all of the people some 
of the time, but you cannot fool all 

of the people all of the time.”

Deepam Chatterjee



Seven-time major champion and for-
mer No.1 Venus Williams has been 
awarded a main-draw wildcard 
for the 2023 Australian Open. The 
tournament begins on 16 January at 
 Melbourne Park.

A two-time finalist, Williams, 42, 
is set to make her 22nd appearance 
at the Australian Open, having made 
her tournament debut 25 years ago in 
1998. The 42-year-old is a two-time 
AO finalist, most recently in her resur-
gent season of 2017, before injuries re-
stricted her tournament schedule over  
the past two years.

“I am very excited to be returning to 
Melbourne to compete at the Australian 
Open in January,” said Williams, who 
owns a 54-21 career win-loss record at 
the AO said in an official statement re-
leased by Australia Open.

“I’ve been competing in the country 
for over 20 years now and the Aus-
tralian community has always sup-

ported me wholeheartedly. It will be 
an honour to play for the fans again,”  
she further added. “I’ve been compet-
ing in the country for over 20 years now 
and the Australian community has al-

ways supported me wholeheartedly. It 
will be an honour to play for the fans 
again and I’m looking forward to mak-
ing more memories at the tournament 
this year,” she further added. 
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22ND APPEARANCE

Venus Williams awarded wild-card entry 
for Australian Open 2023

FIVE-GAME SERIES

Lauren Bell shines as England defeat 
West Indies by 49-runs in 4th T20I

Lauren Bell continued her 
form with a four-wicket haul 
that helped England defeat 
West Indies by 49 runs as 
Three Lions bowled host for 
83 in the fourth match of the 
five-game T20I series.

Put to bowl first, West In-
dies bowlers did a good job 
of setting up the match by 
holding England to 131 for 
eight. At the midway point, 
England was poised for 160 
or thereabouts, so it was a 
very outstanding effort. But 
in the 11th over, after being 
reduced to 73 for 2, they lost 
three wickets for no runs in 
the course of four deliveries, 
giving West Indies a chance 
to go on the board. Much of 
this harm was caused by the 
dismissal of Sophia Dunkley, 
Maia Bouchier, and Heather 
Knight by the seamer Cher-
ry-Ann Fraser. England 
was in trouble at 82 for 6 
when offspinner Sheneta 
Grimmond eliminated Amy 

Jones in the 14th over. How-
ever, late appearances from 
Katherine Brunt and Char-
lie Dean propelled them to 
a score of 131 for 8. For the 
ninth wicket, the pair put 
up 44 runs, giving England 
a total to defend.

The highest score for Eng-
land was 35, while Brunt’s 
unbeaten 20-ball 24 came 

at position eight. Nat Sciver 
and Jones failed to build on 
their early success, being out 
after 15 and 21 runs, respec-
tively, while Dean, batting at 
No. 9, made 20 runs before 
being out on the final pitch 
of the inning.

Chasing a target of 132 
runs, West Indies lost Aa-
liyah Alleyne and Rashada 

Williams to Lauren Bell in 
the first over, things didn’t 
go well. The skipper Hayley 
Matthews and Shemaine 
Campbelle appeared to be 
working together. Before 
offspinner Dean returned 
Campbelle, the pair com-
bined 40 runs in only 4.3 
overs to turn the tables on 
England.
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India skipper Rohit 
Sharma has report-
edly been ruled out of 

the second and final Test 
match of the two-game se-
ries against Bangladesh to 
be played in Dhaka starting 
from 22 December.

Rohit, who missed the 
first Test after sustaining 
a thumb injury during the 
second ODI against Ban-
gladesh, will no longer be 
travelling to Dhaka. India 
skipper Rohit Sharma 
missed the third and fi-
nal ODI against Bangla-
desh with a finger injury 
sustained in the second 
match and could not 
make it to the ongoing first 
Test match being played  
at Chattogram.

After a special consul-
tation in Mumbai, it was 
found out by the medical 
team that this persistent 
injury was keeping him out 
of action, and even forced 
him out of the first Test 
against Bangladesh.

With Rohit not travelling 
to Dhaka, vice-captain KL 

Rahul will continue to lead 
the team in his absence in 
the second and final Test 
of the series which India 
lead 1-0.

Not only Rohit Sharma 
but there were many other 
cricketers who failed to 
make it to the Indian squad 

like Jasprit Bumrah (back), 
Mohammad Shami (shoul-
der) and Ravindra Jadeja 
(knee). These star players 
have failed to recover in 
time and have been ruled 
out of both Tests.

In the first Test against 
hosts, India boosted their 

chances of appearing at 
next year’s ICC World Test 
Championship final with 
a comprehensive 188-run 
victory over a gritty Ban-
gladesh in Chattogram 
 on Sunday.

Spinners Axar Patel 
(4/77) and Kuldeep Ya-

dav (3/73) did the major-
ity of the damage as they 
shared seven Bangladesh 
wickets in the second in-
nings between them and 
India climbed to the sec-
ond spot on the World Test 
Championship standings 
 as a result. 

THUMB INJURY 
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India skipper Rohit Sharma 

ROHIT SHARMA RULED OUT OF 
SECOND TEST AGAINST BANGLADESH

THIRD TEST

REHAN AHMED BECOMES YOUNGEST BOWLER TO 
TAKE FIVE-WICKET HAUL ON TEST DEBUT

England’s debutant leg-
spinner Rehan Ahmed 
completed a five-wicket 
haul on Test debut in Ka-
rachi in the third and final 
Test of the series against 
Pakistan, becoming the 
youngest Test bowler 
in history to get a fifer 
 on debut.

At 18 years and 126 
days, Rehan became the 
youngest bowler in men’s 
Test history to take a five-
wicket haul on debut. The 
leg-spinner beat the record 
held by Pat Cummins when 
he picked up his fifth wick-
et on day three of the Kara-
chi Test. Cummins was 18 
years, 193 days old when 
he took 6/79 against South 
Africa back in 2011. Babar 
Azam and Saud Shakeel 
were putting together a fine 
partnership for Pakistan 
when Rehan turned the 

advantage firmly in Eng-
land’s way with the wickets 
of Azam (54), Mohammad 
Rizwan (7) and Shakeel (53) 
in a six-over stretch.

He cleaned up the last 
two scalps of Mohammad 
Wasim and Agha Salman 
to finish with a five-for on 
debut as Pakistan were 
bowled out for 216 in their 
second innings, setting 

England a target of 167.
Earlier, electing to bat 

first, Pakistan had posted 
304 in their first innings, 
with fifties by skipper 
Babar Azam (78) and Agha 
Salman (56). Spinner Jack 
Leach (4/140) was the pick 
of the bowlers for England.

England gained a 50-
run lead in the match and 
they were bundled out for 

354 in their first innings. 
Harry Brook (111) and Ben 
Foakes (64) were the lead-
ing batters for the visitors. 
Nauman Ali (4/126) and 
Abrar Ahmed (4/150) 
were standout bowlers for 
Pakistan.

Rehan became the 53rd 
England bowler to take a 
five-wicket haul on Test 
debut, a feat that Will 
Jacks had achieved earlier 
 in the series.

However, Rehan’s age 
made him the youngest 
to the feat on Test debut. 
Rehan had earlier become 
England’s youngest Test 
debutant when he was 
handed a cap for the third 
Test of the series.

Earlier this year, Ahmed 
impressed in the ICC U19 
Men’s Cricket World Cup 
as England’s second-high-
est wicket-taker with 12 
wickets in four matches at 
an average of 12.58. 

England’s debutant leg-spinner Rehan Ahmed 

Former No.1 Venus Williams 

Team England

SECURING SPOT

FEELS GREAT QUALIFYING FOR FIH 
PRO-LEAGUE: SAVITA PUNIA
The victorious Indian wom-
en’s hockey team returned 
to India after clinching 
the gold medal in the FIH 
Women’s Nations Cup 2022.

The hockey team under 
the leadership of goalkeeper 
Savita Punia won the Wom-
en’s FIH Nations Cup 2022 
final on Saturday with a 1-0 
victory over Spain, secur-
ing their spot in the 2023-24 
FIH Pro League. “Of course 
it feels very good because 
before leaving we knew 
that this tournament is very 
important for us. It is a Pro 
League qualifying round 
for us. We competed in Pro 
League last year so we knew 
how important it is to play 
against top teams in order 
to find out how much im-

provement we have done as 
a team. So, before going our 
target was that if we have to 
play Pro League next year 
then it is important to do 
well in this tournament,” 
said Indian women’s hockey 
captain Savita Punia while 
speaking to ANI after re-

turning to India.
There are a lot of impor-

tant tournaments sched-
uled next year including 
the FIH Pro League 2023-
24 but the Indian women’s 
team main target is Asian 
Games which will be 
played in Hangzhou, China 

starting 23rd of September 
2023.

“Pro League is next year 
and before that Asian 
Games is very impor-
tant and whatever plans 
are there for next year’s 
matches as we have hock-
ey Test. We are likely going 
to go to South Africa next 
year. After that we have 
to go to Australia tour or 
Netherlands tour so main 
focus right now are Asian 
Games,” said Savita Punia.

The Indian women’s 
hockey team remained 
unbeaten throughout the 
FIH Women’s Nations Cup 
2022 and Savita Punia too 
had a great tournament 
as a goal-keeper as she 
helped India beat Ireland  
2-1 in shootout to ad-
vance to the final against 
 Spain on Saturday. 
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India captain Savita Punia

2023 ASHES

It wasn’t an easy decision: 
Woakes on opting out of IPL 

England all-rounder Chris 
Woakes said that it wasn’t an 
easy call to miss the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) next 
year but doing so would give 
him the best chance of being 
selected for the home 2023 
Ashes team.

In his three IPL seasons, 
Woakes has played for three 
different teams: Delhi Capi-
tals in 2021, Royal Challengers 
Bangalore in 2018, and Kolk-
ata Knight Riders in 2017. On 
23 December, he would have 
most likely found a suitor. 
The desire for seam-bowling 
all-rounders is always high at 
mini-auctions, even though 
he may not have ignited the 
large bidding war anticipated 
for his England teammates 
Ben Stokes and Sam Curran. 
“It wasn’t an easy decision, 
by any means. There’s still a 
part of me that wishes I could 
go because the IPL is a great 
tournament and financially 
it could be very rewarding - 
but I didn’t want to make the 
decision solely on finance. It’s 
a tricky scenario: having just 
won a World Cup, potentially 
stock could be high. There are 
obviously some other players 
who are likely to go big but I 
could have been next on the 

list behind them,” Woakes told 
ESPNcricinfo.

But Woakes explained that 
he will instead spend April 
and May trying to force his 
way into Ashes contention 
through performances for 
Warwickshire in the County 
Championship after miss-
ing the entirety of the 2022 
summer due to injury and 
observing the transformation 
of England’s Test team from 
a distance under Stokes and 
Brendon McCullum.

“I had conversations with 
a lot of people and some 
with franchises as well, who 
sounded keen, which made it 
harder to pull out. But having 
not played any cricket in the 
English summer last year, it’s 
a good opportunity for me to 

set myself up for, hopefully, 
a really strong summer with 
England. It’s an Ashes year 
and I haven’t played much red-
ball cricket. I need to suggest 
to people and remind people 
that I can play red-ball cricket 
and get through it - both from 
a fitness point of view, but also 
to show what I can do to try 
and have a go at being part of 
the Ashes,” he added.

Woakes spoke to England’s 
managing director Rob Key 
during the T20I tour to Paki-
stan in September, who reas-
sured him that he was still 
seen as an all-format player.

“He was very clear that I was 
still a part of the Test plans. 
but obviously, I needed to get 
myself fit, and get my knee 
right,” Woakes recalled. 
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England all-rounder Chris Woakes 
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In what may come as 
a relief to millions of 
football fans across 

the world, Argentine talis-
man Lionel Messi has an-
nounced that he will con-
tinue to play football for 
Argentina after securing 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup 
title with his national team, 
defeating France.

“No, I’m not going to re-
tiring from the Argentina 
national team,” he told TyC 
Sports, as quoted by Goal.
com. “I want to continue 
playing as a champion.” 
The Argentina legend also 
said he had a feeling he 

was going to win the tour-
nament this time around.

On Sunday, Argentina 
came out victorious in the 
intensely fought final in 
what was the last World 
Cup for Argentine talis-
man Lionel Messi. After 
finishing all square at the 
end of the second half of 
extra time, Argentina won 
the final 4-2 on penalties.

Lionel Messi was award-
ed the Golden Ball, the 
honour given to the best 
player of a FIFA World 
Cup, after a thrilling final 
at Lusail which saw the 
legendary striker’s World 
Cup dreams turn into real-
ity following a 4-2 win over 
France in penalties.

Messi, playing his final 
FIFA World Cup this year, 
was in top form through-
out the entire tournament. 
Scoring crucial goals, con-
verting penalties and as-
sisting his teammates in 
scoring, the 35-year-old 
legend did it all.

Messi ended up as the 
second-highest goal scor-
er in the tournament after 
France’s Kylian Mbappe.

Argentina’s ambassador 
to India HJ Gobbi was vis-
ibly jubilant late Sunday 
evening after his country’s 
win over France in the 
FIFA World Cup final.

Fans celebrated Ar-
gentina’s win at an event 
organised by Argen-

tina’s embassy at a hotel 
 in New Delhi.

“It is an emotional mo-
ment. I hope this is not 
Messi’s last World Cup, I 
want to see another one,” 
said HJ Gobbi, the Ambas-
sador of Argentina.

Hu n d r e d s  o f  f a n s 
erupted in celebrations 
on the streets of Kolkata 
after Messi entered folk-
lore with Argentina’s  
historic win.

Swarms of Argentina and 
Messi fans gathered at the 
Shree Bhoomi Sporting 
Club in Bidhannagar to 
watch the World Cup final.

Argentina won its third 
World Cup, and its first 
since 1986.
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NO I’M NOT GOING TO RETIRE: MESSI AFTER FIFA WC VICTORY

PAINFUL DEFEAT 

French footballer Karim 
Benzema on Monday an-
nounced his retirement 
from international football, 
just a day after a painful de-
feat to Argentina by 4-2 on 
penalties in the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 final at Lusail, 
Qatar.

The 2022 Ballon d’Or win-
ner did not feature in the 
tournament due to a thigh 
injury and had also declined 
an invitation from France 

president Emmanuel Ma-
cron to attend Sunday’s final 
in Lusail Stadium 
at Doha. The 
footballer 
took to Ins-
tagram to 
announce 
his retire-
ment.

“I’ve made 
the efforts 
and mistakes 
that were necessary 
for me to be where I am today 
and I’m proud of it! I’ve writ-
ten my story and ours comes 

to an end,” Benzema said in 
a post on Instagram on Mon-
day as quoted by ESPN.

Benzema was the 
top-scorer for his 

nation in the 2014 
World Cup, but 
was later omitted 
from the team for 
his alleged role in 

a sex-tape scandal 
with then interna-

tional teammate Ma-
thieu Valbuena.
This caused him to miss his 

country’s second World Cup 
win in 2018.

Benzema announces retirement 
following WC final loss
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WHOLESOME MESSAGE

Diego is smiling now: 
Pele lauds Messi 

Brazil ian legend Pele 
posted a wholesome mes-
sage of congratulations to 
Lionel Messi and Argen-
tina after their World Cup 
final triumph, saying that 
the late Argentina legend 
Diego Maradona would 
be proud of his country’s  
achievements.

On Sunday, Argentina 
came out victorious in the 
intensely fought final in 
what was the last World 
Cup for Argentine talisman 
Lionel Messi. After finish-
ing all square at the end of 
the second half of extra time, 
Argentina won the final 4-2 
on penalties. The legendary 
Brazilian also had a mes-
sage of support for France’s 
Kylian Mbappe, who be-
came just the second player 
in World Cup final his-
tory to score a hat-trick and 
also scored from 12 yards  
in the shootout.

“Today, football continues 
to tell its story, as always, in 
an enthralling way. Messi 
winning his first World Cup, 
as his trajectory deserved. 
My dear friend, Mbappe, 
scored four goals in the fi-
nals. What a gift it was to 
watch this spectacle to the 
future of our sport. And I 
couldn’t fail to congratulate 
Morocco for the incredible 
campaign. It’s great to see 
Africa shine. Congratula-
tions Argentina! Certainly 

Diego is smiling now,” Pele 
wrote on Instagram.

Mbappe took the Golden 
Boot after his hat trick in 
the final put him on eight 
goals, one clear of PSG club 
colleague Messi who scored 
twice on the day.

That took Mbappe to 12 
goals in just two tourna-
ments with Miroslav Klose’s 
record of 16 World Cup goals 
definitely in his sights.

The 23-year-old has scored 
36 goals in 66 France ap-
pearances and continues 
to bolster his reputation as 
one of the finest forwards  
on the planet.

Coming to Pele, the three-
time World Cup winner is 
fighting cancer and under-
going chemotherapy. The 
82-year-old is hospitalised 
for more than a week for 
treatment of a respiratory 
infection made worse by 
COVID-19. He is expected to 
get discharged as soon as he 
recovers fully.

The Brazilian legend who 
has been fighting cancer 
said that his health is im-
proving and he has “no  
new complications.”

In this hour of ill health, 
Pele continues to receive 
loads of love from his fans. 
In Qatar during the FIFA 
World Cup, fans cheered 
for the five-time champi-
ons making use of shirts, 
flags, banners featuring 
a young Pele celebrating 
his exploits on the field  
and lifting trophies. 
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PULSATING SHOOTOUT

Argentina’s Emiliano Mar-
tinez clinched the Golden 
Glove for the best goalkeep-
er at the FIFA World Cup 
2022, following a match-
winning performance 
against France in the final.

Martinez saved two spot-
kicks from France, helping 
Argentina win the pul-
sating penalty shootout 
4-2. With a superb one-
on-one stop late in extra 
time against Kolo Muani 
to maintain the score 3-3 
and Kylian Mbappe shin-
ing with a hat-trick, it was 
Martinez who made sure 

the game went into the tie-
breaker.

The Argentina goalkeeper 
saved spotkicks from 
Kingsley 
Coman 
and Aure-
lien Tch-
ouameni 
i n  t h e 

shootout, putting his nation 
in a position to win its third 
World Cup.

Virgil van Djik and Steven 
Berghuis’ penalty attempts 
in the questerfinal against 
the Netherlands had also 
been blocked by Martinez.

The 30-year-old keeper 
has four more saves in 
FIFA World Cup shoot-

outs than any other 
goalkeeper. He holds 

the top rank along 
with Danijel Subai 
and Dominik Li-
vakovi of Croatia, 
Sergio Goycochea 
of Argentina, and 
Harald Schum-

acher of Germany.

EMILIANO MARTINEZ CLINCHES 
GOLDEN GLOVE FOR BEST GOALKEEPER
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RELIEF TO MILLIONS OF  FANS
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France’s Kylian Mbappe 
(8) secured the Golden 
Boot thanks to a hat-
trick in the final of FIFA 
World Cup 2022 in Qatar, 
but ended up on the los-
ing side. Mbappe’s hat-
trick in the summit clash 
took him to eight goals 
at Qatar 2022, taking his 
tally of goals to one more 
than Lionel Messi, who 
scored twice in the final. 
Mbappe and Lionel Mes-
si shared the lead on five 
goals going into the tour-
nament finale between  
Argentina and France.

The race for the Golden 
Boot award, presented to 
the top goalscorer of the 
tournament, has went 
into extra time after the 
teams finished 2-2 at  
regulation time.

Coming to the match, 
it was a battle of Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG) 
teammates Lionel Messi 
and Kylian Mbappe, with 
Messi scoring a brace and 
converting a penalty and 
Mbappe getting a hat trick. 
However, it was Argenti-
na which came out on top 
over France in the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 final at 
Lusail by 4-2 on penalties 
after both teams finished 
at a stalemate at the end of 
extra time, with scoreline 
 reading 3-3.

Mbappe scored the first 

penalty for France, to give 
his side a 1-0 lead. Messi 
however restored parity 
for Argentina. However, 
Argentina managed to 
save France’s second pen-
alty. Paulo Dybala scored 
Argentina’s second penal-
ty to make the scores 2-1 in  
their favour.

France’s third penalty 
was also a miss. Aure-
lien Tchouameni hit it 
wide. Leandro Paredes 
scored in Argentina’s 

third straight penalty to 
make things 3-1. How-
ever, Kolo Muani scored 
in France’s fourth penalty 
to make it 3-2. Montiel 
scored the winning pen-
alty for Argentina, mak-
ing the score 4-2 in favour  
of Argentina.

Argentina captured 
their third FIFA WC 
title, their first since 
1986. Messi’s dream of 
winning the title was 
 finally fulfilled.

KYLIAN MBAPPE BEATS LIONEL 
MESSI TO WIN GOLDEN BOOT

WORLD CUP FINALS

France’s Kylian Mbappé poses for a photo with the Golden 
Boot Award during the ceremony.
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MESSI PENS HEARTFELT NOTE AFTER ARGENTINA’S TRIUMPH
Lusail:Hours after clinching the prestigious FIFA 
World Cup trophy Argentine talisman Lionel 
Messi took to Instagram to post a series of photos 
along with a heartfelt note. Messi said it was his 
dream to win the trophy, and he thanked the fans 
for their support throughout Argentina’s journey 
in the World Cup.  “World Champions! I dreamed 
it so many times, I wanted it so much that I still 
haven’t fallen, I can’t believe it. Thank you very 
much to my family, to all who support me and also 
to all who believed in us. We demonstrate once 
again that Argentines when we fight together and 
united we are capable of achieving what we set out 
to do. The merit belongs to this group, which is 
above individualities, it is the strength of all fight-
ing for the same dream that was also the dream of 
all Argentines... We did it! Go Argentina! we are 
seeing each other very soon,” Messi captioned a 
photo album on Instagram.


