
BUILDING UP STRENGTH

FIFTH SCORPENE SUBMARINE ‘VAGIR’ 
DELIVERED TO INDIAN NAVY

The fifth submarine of the 
Project - 75, Kalvari Class 
submarines, Yard 11879 was 
delivered to the Indian Navy 
on Tuesday. 

Project - 75 includes in-
digenous construction of 
six submarines of Scorpene 
design. These submarines 
are being constructed at 
Mazagon Dock Shipbuild-
ers Limited (MDL) Mumbai, 
under collaboration with 

M/s Naval Group, France. “It 
is a matter of great pride that 
she has completed all major 
trials including the weapon 
and sensor trials in the 
shortest time in comparison 
to the earlier submarines,”  

ANIL VIJ’S CAR 
BREAKS DOWN, 
MINISTER 
ESCAPES 
MIRACULOUSLY
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Home Minister Anil Vij 
escaped ‘miraculously’ 
when the shock absorber 
of his car broke into two 
pieces while he was 
travelling from Ambala 
Cantt to Gurugram The 
minister took to Twitter 
and posted, “Escaped mi-
raculously while traveling 
from Ambala Cantt to 
Gurugram when shocker 
of my official @Mercedes-
BenzInd E200 broke into 
two pieces in moving car 
on KMP Road.” As per of-
ficial sources, no one was 
injured in the Monday 
incident. 

TALIBAN’S 
INDEFINITE BAN 
ON UNIVERSITY 
EDUCATION FOR 
GIRLS
KABUL: The Taliban has 
ordered an indefinite ban 
on university education 
for Afghan girls, accord-
ing to a letter by the Tali-
ban’s higher education 
minister. “The Ministry 
of Higher Education in 
a letter has ordered the 
suspension of higher 
education for female stu-
dents in Afghanistan until 
the next announcement,” 
Afghan agency TOLO 
news said in a tweet. 
The Taliban took over 
Afghanistan in August 
2021 and imposed poli-
cies severely restricting 
basic rights--particularly 
those of women and girls, 
according to Human 
Rights Watch (HRW).
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NIA to court: PFI leaders were 
in touch with Al-Qaeda, ISIS  

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday 
submitted in the Special 
NIA Court at Kochi that the 
banned Popular Front of In-

dia (PFI) leaders in Kerala 
were in touch with some of 
the Islamic State (IS) and Al-
Qaeda leaders. 

The NIA said this while 
asking for more time for 
the investigation against 
the PFI leaders who were 

arrested after the ban. NIA 
also submitted that there is 
a secret wing of PFI working 
to prepare a hit list of people 
belonging to other commu-
nities and their activities 
were centred around the  

RULE OF LAW 

Cong leader booked for ‘latke 
jhatke’ remark on Smriti Irani

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
Mahila Morcha District Pres-
ident Pushpa Singh on Tues-
day filed a complaint against 
Congress’ Ajay Rai for his 
objectionable remark against 
Union Minister Smriti Irani 
in Sonbhadra district of Uttar 
Pradesh.

Earlier on Monday, talk-
ing about Irani, who had 
dethroned Rahul Gandhi 
from his bastion Amethi in 
the 2019 elections, Rai said, 

“She only visits the constitu-

ency and ‘latke-jhatke dekar 
chali jaati hain (She does 

‘latke jhatke’ and goes away). 
“The case has been registered 
under Sectio 354A, 501 and 
509 at Robertsganj Police 
Station. Police will question 
Ajay Rai,” said Circle Officer 
(CO) Rahul Pandey.

Meanwhile, the National 
Commission for Women 
took action against the 
Congress leader over his 
indecent remarks and sent 
a notice to Rai asking him to 
appear before it on Decem-
ber 28 by 12 noon. 
After Congress 

leader, Ajay Rai stoked fresh 
controversy over his “latke-
jhatke” remark on Smriti 
Irani, the Union Minister on 
Tuesday asked if such “inde-
cent” statements are made to 

“please” the Gandhi family. 
Speaking to news agency, 

Irani said, “I know Banaras, 
India. In our culture, in our 
civilization, it is not a matter 
of our culture to make in-
decent comments towards 
women. This may be a mir-
ror of Congress’s political 
culture, but it is neither 
Kashi’s culture nor such  

P5

TDG NETWORK 
SONBHADRA

TDG NETWORK 
KOCHI

Centre puts states on alert as 
Covid cases surge globally 

ln view of the sudden spurt 
of Covid cases being wit-
nessed in Japan, USA, Korea, 
Brazil and China, the cen-
tral government on Tuesday 
urged all states and Union 
territories to gear up the 

whole genome sequencing 
of positive samples to keep 
track of emerging variants.
“It is essential to gear up 
whole genome sequencing 
of positive case samples 
to track variants through 
the Indian SARS-CoV-2 
Genomics Consortium (IN-
SACOG) network”,  Union 

Health Secretary Rajesh 
Bhushan has written to 
States and Union Territo-
ries.
“All states are requested to 
ensure that as far as possible 
samples of all positive cases, 
on a daily basis, are sent  
to the designated INSACOG 

MANOHAR KASARI 
NEW DELHI

GLOBALLY 

‘THERMONUCLEAR BAD’: 60% OF CHINA 
LIKELY TO BE AFFECTED BY COVID VIRUS

After the easing of Covid-19 restrictions, Chi-
na is experiencing a massive surge in corona-
virus cases. Hospitals are completely over-
whelmed in China, reported Eric Feigl-Ding, 
an epidemiologist and health economist. 

The epidemiologist estimates that more 
than 60 per cent of China and 10 per cent of 
Earth’s population are likely to be infected 
over the next 90 days with deaths likely in 
the millions. One of Beijing’s designated 

crematoria for Covid-19 patients has been 
flooded with dead bodies in recent days as 
the virus sweeps through the Chinese capital, 
offering an early hint at the human cost of the 
country’s abrupt loosening of pandemic re-
strictions, reported Wall Street Journal (WSJ) 

According to Feigl-Ding, the Chinese 
Communist Party’s (CCP) goal is “let who-
ever needs to be infected, infected, let who-
ever needs to die, die. Early infections, early 
deaths, early peak, early resumption of pro-
duction.” 
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WORSENING SITUATION 

 

Defending waters 

The Indian Navy received the fifth scorpene-class 
submarine Vagir built under Project-75, on Tuesday.  ANI

Dense fog enveloped a 
large parts of North 
India on Tuesday 

with death of 1 person in Ut-
tar Pradesh and cancellation 
of several trains across the 
region. India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) fore-
casted dense to very dense 
fog conditions over next few 
days in Punjab, Haryana 
Chandigarh, Delhi and Ut-
tar Pradesh. 

One person is killed and at 
least 10 people are injured in 
Noida when a bus collided 
with a container vehicle due 
to heavy fog in Dankaur area 
early Tuesday, police said.

The bus was carrying 60  

FOGGY MESS IN NORTH INDIA:  
1 DEAD, 32 TRAINS CANCELLED 

CHAOS 
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BHARAT JODO YATRA 

Rahul Gandhi mocks BJP: ‘I have opened 
Mohabbat ka dukaan amid nafrat ka bazaar’

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi has called his Bharat 
Jodo Yatra as ‘Mohabbat ka 
dukaan’ (shop of love) amid 
an existing ‘nafrat ka bazaar’ 
(market of hatred) while re-
sponding to BJP leaders who 
questioned him for conduct-
ing the ongoing Kanyaku-
mari to Kashmir foot-march. 
“I am opening ‘Mohabbat 
ka dukaan’ (a shop of love) 

in ‘nafrat ka bazaar’ (the 
market of hatred). This is 
my response to BJP leaders 
who ask why I am doing this 
yatra,” Congress MP Rahul 
Gandhi said in Alwar, Rajas-
than on Monday. 

Rahul was addressing a 
rally when a chance gesture 
of love from an attendee 
caused him to digress and 
he said that while on his over 
100-day long march he has 
often come across BJP lead-
ers on rooftops in several 

towns and cities viewing his 
padayatra. 

Often they would gesture 
to him asking “what are you 
doing?”, Rahul Gandhi said 
that they would often force 
him to ponder on “what ex-
actly he was doing -- walk-
ing, meeting people, joining 
people, reaching out”, but 
finally on Monday he could 
come up with his exact re-
sponse. 

The former Congress pres-
ident said that his “mohab-

bat ka dukaan” is, however, 
not something new as all 
Congress leaders including 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawa-
harlal Nehru, Sadar Patel, 
B.R. Ambedkar and Mau-
lana Abul Kalam Azad had 
also done the same opening 

“shops of love” amid “vast 
markets of hatred” during 
the freedom struggle from 
the British rule. 

Rahul Gandhi also said he 
has no animosity towards  
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BALANCED VIEW 

‘NO WAR OF WORDS’, U.S. GOVT ON 
BILAWAL’S REMARK AGAINST MODI 

The United States shares 
good relationships with In-
dia and Pakistan and does 
not want to see a “war of 
words” but a constructive 
dialogue between the two 
countries. 
“The fact that we have part-
nerships with both countries 
makes us - of course leaves 
us not wanting to see a war 

of words between India and 
Pakistan. We would like to 
see constructive dialogue 
between India and Paki-
stan. We think that is for the 
betterment of the Pakistani 
people, for the Indian people. 
There is much work that 
we can do together bilater-
ally,” US State Department 
Spokesperson Ned Price re-
sponded to a question over 
Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Foreign Minister Bilawal 

Bhutto-Zardari derogatory 
remark against Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in the 
regular briefing. 

He also said that US have a 
global strategic partnership 
with India and relations 
between New Delhi and Is-
lamabad in America’s mind 
is not zero-sum and the 
country does not view them 
in relation to one another. 
“We have a global strategic 

TDG NETWORK 
WASHINGTON

 Dense fog, low visibility engulf  Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh 

ON POLLUTION 

DELHI LAUNCHES 
CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST OPEN 
BURNING 
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The Delhi government on 
Tuesday announced a spe-
cial campaign against open 
burning to curb pollution in 
the national capital. 

Environment Minister Go-
pal Rai directed department 
officials to run ‘Anti Open 
Burning Special Campaign’ 
for the next 10 days in view 
of increasing pollution in 
Delhi. For this campaign, 
611 teams of the Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committee, 
Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD), Revenue, Ir-
rigation and Flood Control 
Department and other de-
partments will take action 
on the ground. 

The Environment Minister 
appealed to all the agencies 
and Resident Welfare As-
sociations (RWA) of Delhi 
to provide heaters to the em-
ployees and guards on night 
duty. 

In a statement, Gopal Rai 
said, “These 611 teams will 
work together day and night. 
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LOW VISIBILITY 
PROCEDURES  
PUT IN PLACE  
IN DELHI AIRPORT 
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DUSHYANT CHAUTALA’S CONVOY 
CAR MEETS WITH ACCIDENT 

YSRCP MLA, FAMILY SAFE AFTER 
ACCIDENT DUE TO DENSE FOG 

The Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport in Delhi 
has started following Low 
Visibility Procedures (LVP) 
to ensure safe operations 
during the prevailing dense 
foggy conditions. 

An airport official said 
flight operations were not af-
fected as Low Visibility Pro-
cedures (LVP) were in place 
for around 10 hours till 10.30 
am on Tuesday. On Mon-
day, it was just four hours  
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A vehicle in the convoy of Haryana Deputy 
Chief Minister Dushyant Chautala met with 
an accident in Dhandhoor village due to 
heavy fog while headed to Sirsa from Hisar,  
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YSRCP Chintalapudi MLA Eliza and his 
family met with a car accident due to dense 
fog in the early hours on Tuesday morning, 
police said.  According to police, MLA Eliza 
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Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Tuesday 
alleged that the judiciary, 
EC, ED, CBI and IT are 
working under fear. 

“Until now they were un-
der pressure but now they 
are scared of what would 
happen if they don’t obey 
orders from the top. They 
get orders about locations 
of raids before elections. 
They’re given a list,” the 
Rajasthan CM said. Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi 
on Tuesday also attacked 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi over growing inflation 
and advised him to stop en-
tertaining “friends” and start 
attending to the public who 
have been suffering due to 
the price rise. 

Rahul Gandhi took to 
Twitter and said in Hindi, 
“Big announcement by the 
Rajasthan government to 
give LPG gas cylinders for 
Rs 500, which is half the 
price set by the Central gov-

ernment. Prime Minister 
Ji, stop feeding dry fruits to 
friends, and serve the people 
suffering from inflation (‘mi-
tro’ ko mewa khilana band 
kijie, mehangai se trast janta 
ki sewa kijie).” 

The Congress leader is cur-
rently in Rajasthan amid his 
ongoing Bharat Jodo Yatra, 
which is observing its last 
day in the Congress-ruled 
state. The foot march will en-
ter Haryana on Wednesday. 

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Monday 
announced a scheme for 
providing cylinders to the 
poor in the state at the re-
duced rate of Rs 500 each. 
“The state government is 
continuously taking public 
welfare decisions to provide 
maximum relief to the poor. 
In this direction, the state 
government is now devel-
oping a scheme to provide 
LPG cylinders to the poor 
at a cheaper rate,” Gehlot 
tweeted. 

Puducherry has got the high-
est Social Progress Index 
score amongst states and 
union territories.

The indexing was part of the 
Social Progress Index (SPI) 
for States and Districts made 
by the Institute for Competi-
tiveness and Social Progress 
Imperative that was submit-
ted to the Economic Advisory 
Council- Prime Minister and 
released on Tuesday. The So-
cial Progress Index is a tool 
that can serve as a holistic 
measure of a country’s so-
cial progress at the national 
and sub-national levels. The 
index assesses states and 

districts based on 12 com-
ponents across three critical 
dimensions of social prog-
ress - Basic Human Needs, 
Foundations of well-being, 
and Opportunity. The perfor-
mance of Puducherry, which 
was placed in the “Very High 
Social Progress” category in 
the report, was attributed to 
its performance across com-
ponents like Personal Free-
dom and Choice, Shelter, and 
Water and Sanitation.

Lakshadweep and Goa 
closely followed Puducherry 
in the “Very High Social Prog-
ress” category with scores of 
65.89 and 65.53, respectively.

Jharkhand and Bihar scored 
the lowest, 43.95 and 44.47, 
respectively.

Union Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Pr-
alhad Joshi on Tues-

day condemned the “dog” jibe 
made by Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge at the 
BJP and said that the latter 
was merely playing the role 
of “rubber stamp” in the op-
position party. 

“We strongly condemn 
the statement made by Con-
gress President Mallikarjun 
Kharge in Rajasthan yester-
day. It’s an Italian Congress 
which is running today. It is 
being said that he is a rubber 
stamp president,”Joshi said. 
“Congress is not original. 
Mahatma Gandhi had de-
manded the dissolution of the 
Congress,” the minister said. 

The parliamentary affairs 
minister further said, “Their 
(Congress) mindset is like this 
only. They have also said such 
things for Veer Savarkar and 
Smriti Irani. I thought Mal-

likarjun Kharge had some 
common sense but it has been 
proven today that he doesn’t 
have it.” 

The war of words was trig-
gered by Congress president 
Kharge’s dig at the BJP over 
the India-China border row. 

Addressing a rally in Ra-
jasthan’s Alwar, Kharge 
said that his party’s leaders 
sacrificed their lives for the 
country and asked whether 
the BJP’s leaders had contrib-
uted the same way. 

“Did any of your dogs die 
for the country? Has any fam-

ily member made any sacri-
fice? No!,” Kharge had said.

On Tuesday in parliament 
BJP demanded an apology 
from Kharge. 

Union Minister and Leader 
of the Upper House Piyush 
Goyal said in Rajya Sabha 
that “He (Kharge) gave us a 
glimpse of his mindset and 
jealousy.”

“Yesterday, LoP Mallikar-
jun Kharge gave an indecent 
speech in Alwar. The lan-
guage used is unfortunate. 
I condemn the manner in 
which he used indecent lan-

guage, said baseless things... 
I demand apology from him,” 
Goyal said. 

“After independence Gan-
dhi said Congress should be 
disbanded... Khargeji is a liv-
ing example of that... and is 
showing the nation that what 
Gandhiji said was true... he 
is a national president who 
doesn’t know how to speak,” 
Goyal said. 

Union Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju speaking to reporters 
outside Parliament today 
said: “I can’t believe that Con-
gress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge could stoop so low 
and use such objectionable 
remarks.” 

“He should understand his 
responsibilities as a leader of 
a political party. We’re not 
enemies, we’re rivals. It’s 
distasteful, unfortunate and 
uncalled for” the union law 
minister said.

The Congress leader, how-
ever, refused to apologise 
for his remarks stating that 
he had made the remarks 

outside the House and there 
was no need to discuss it in 
Parliament.

“What i said during Bharat 
Jodo Yatra in Rajasthan’s Al-
war was outside the House. 
What I said was politically 
outside the House not inside. 
There is no need to discuss 
that here. Secondly, I can still 
say that they had no role in 
the freedom struggle.”Kharge 
said in the Rajya Sabha today.

“If I repeat what I said 
outside, it’ll get difficult for 
them. ‘Maafi maangne waale 
log’ are asking people who 
fought the freedom struggle 
to apologise...I said Indira 
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi 
sacrificed themselves. Who 
among you gave your life 
for unity of this country?,” 
Kharge said.

Amidst an uproar in Ra-
jya Sabha, Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankar was seen 
standing up and admonish-
ing the ruling and Opposition 
benches and said “we are set-
ting a bad example.” 
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reconciliatory note?

fresh initiative in delhi 

Gehlot-Pilot rift: Rahul says ‘good news in the offing’

aiims becomes drug-free zone, 
action against violators 

Delhi Assembly panel pulls up officers 
for blocking salaries

“Good news would come soon,” Ra-
hul Gandhi said to reporters while 
coming out of a presumed reconcil-
iatory meeting between Rajasthan 
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot and 
former deputy Chief Minister Sachin 
Pilot at a circuit house in Alwar, Ra-
jasthan. 

Congress Leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Monday held a meeting with Ashok 
Gehlot and Sachin Pilot presumably 

attempting reconciliation between 
the two senior Congress leaders. 
Answering questions from reporters 
while coming out of the meeting, Ra-
hul said that good news would come 
soon. Congress National General 
Secretary KC Venugopal was also 
present at the meeting. 

“Good news will come soon,” 
said the former Congress Presi-
dent when asked whether rec-
onciliation was reached between 
Ashok Gehlot and Sachin Pilot. 
The meeting between the four lead-

ers lasted nearly 30 minutes after 
which Gandhi left the spot for the 
Bharat Jodo camp. Following this 
statement by Rahul, speculations are 
high that a reconciliation between 
the CM and the former deputy CM 
has been reached. 

Tight security arrangements had 
been made for the former Congress 
President’s visit. Rahul stayed at the 
circuit house for nearly one and a 
half hours and held a meeting with 
the Congress leaders. 

Rahul had dinner with everyone at 

the circuit house after the meeting, 
which included senior leaders like 
Ashok Gehlot, Jairam Ramesh, KC 
Venugopal, Pawan Kheda, Tikaram 
Julie, Bhanwar Jitendra Singh and 
Shakuntala Rawat. 

Rahul discussed the upcoming 
phases of the Bharat Jodo Yatra with 
the Congress leaders, which will 
leave Rajasthan in two days. The 
Gandhi Scion even thanked and 
expressed his gratitude to the Raj-
asthan Government for making ar-
rangements for the Yatra. 

All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) Delhi on 
Tuesday declared its prem-
ises a “drug-free zone” and 
if any permanent employee 
is found indulging in these 
activities, then disciplinary 
action will be taken against 
them. 

In an office memoran-
dum issued by Prof Dr M 
Srinivas, AIIMS Director, 
All Head of Departments 
(HoDs) were requested to 
inform their subordinates 
to strictly follow the guide-
lines. Security personnel at 
the hospital premises have 
also been instructed to not 

to allow the patients, atten-
dants, visitors, and staff to 
use drugs in any form on the 
premises. 

“All HODs are requested to 
bring this to the knowledge 
of the staff and students 
working under them. The 
security personnel shall 
also be instructed not to al-
low the patients, attendants, 
visitors and staff members 
to use drugs, in any form, on 
the premises of AIIMS, New 
Delhi,” the order issued by 
the AIIMS Delhi reads. 

Dr Srinivas further said 
that if outside personnel or 
any drug peddler was found 
selling drugs, the security 
personnel are instructed 
to take a video/photograph 

of the culprit and he/she 
should be handed over to 
the police immediately and 
completely banned from en-
tering the AIIMS premises 
in near future.

Dr Srinivas said that the 
main objective is to reach 
out to the masses and spread 
awareness about substance 
abuse.

“The entire world is facing 
the menace of drug addiction 
including many educational 
institutions, which has a 
devastating impact on the 
addict, individual, family 
and a large section of soci-
ety. Our main objective is to 
reach out to the masses and 
spread awareness about sub-
stance abuse,” he said.
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in the courts
POssEssiON Of 26 
caRs aTTachED 
fROM LEENa 
MaRia’s faRMhOusE 
PERMiTTED 
New Delhi: A Delhi Court on 
Tuesday allowed the enforce-
ment Directorate (eD) to take 
possession of 26 cars recovered 
from the accused leena Maria 
Paul during the investigation of a 
rs 200 crore money laundering 
case. Additional Sessions Judge 
Shailendra Malik of Patiala house 
Court allowed the application of 
the eD to take into possession the 
26 cars attached from accused 
leena Maria Paul’s farmhouse 
in Chennai. The eD has alleged 
in the plea that these cars were 
purchased with the proceeds of 
crime in the matter and were 
then attached during the case 
investigation.

cOuRT’s cOGNizaNcE 
ON ED chaRGEshEET 
aGaiNsT saMEER 
MahENDRu
New Delhi: Delhi’s rouse Avenue Court 
on Tuesday took cognizance of the Pros-
ecution Complaint (chargesheet) filed 
by the enforcement Directorate (eD) in a 
money laundering case revolving around 
the excise policy case. The chargesheet 
was recently filed against businessman 
Sameer Mahendru and four firms. The 
Special Judge M.K. Nagpal on Tuesday 
took cognizance of the offence of money 
laundering. Since sufficient grounds 
exist for proceeding further in the matter 
against all the five accused, they are 
directed to be summoned to appear and 
face trial before this court for the above 
said offence, though some further inves-
tigation with regard to the other persons/
entities involved in the case and to trace 
out the balance proceeds of crime is still 
stated to be pending, said the court.

2006 KaRONTha 
viOLENcE casE: cOuRT 
acquiTs ashRaM 
DiREcTOR RaMPaL, 22 
OThERs
rohTAK: rampal, an accused in the 
2006 violence case in the Karontha 
Ashram, was acquitted by the rohtak 
district court on Tuesday due to lack 
of evidence along with 22 others. 
rampal was booked under various 
sections including 302, 307, and 323 
in connection with the violence in 
Karontha Ashram. rampal’s lawyer 
JK Gakhar said that the court of 
rohtak Additional Sessions Judge 
rakesh Kumar has acquitted Sant 
rampal due to lack of evidence, while 
three accused have been sentenced 
to two years each and have been fined 
rs 5,000; the rest have died. Notably, 
on July 12, 2006, there was violence in 
Karotha Ashram, in which 64 people 
were injured and one died. 

sExuaL haRassMENT 
caN hiNDER NORMaL 
GROWTh Of chiLD: 
DELhi hc
New Delhi: The Division Bench of 
Delhi high Court while upholding the 
dismissal of a teacher accused of 
sexual harassment and molestation 
of a minor girl student said, an act of 
sexual harassment can hinder the 
normal social growth of a child. An 
act of sexual harassment, therefore, 
has the potential to cause mental 
trauma to the child and may dictate 
their thought process for the years 
to come. it can have the effect of 
hindering the normal social growth 
of the child and lead to various 
psychosocial problems which could 
require psychological intervention, 
said the Division Bench headed by 
Delhi’s Chief Justice Satish Chander 
Sharma also comprising with Jus-
tice Subramonium Prasad.

Delhi Legislative Assem-
bly Committee on Petitions 
pulled up senior officers 
for blocking the salaries of 
employees and stopping lab 
tests at Mohalla Clinics on 
Tuesday. 

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj, 
a member of the panel said 
in a press conference that, 
the Petitions Committee 
had summoned the Princi-
pal Secretaries of the Health 
and Finance Departments to 
record their testimonies. “For 
the past three months, some 
doctors and other nursing 
staff of the mohalla clinics in 

Delhi had not been receiving 
their salaries timely. 

This was the case for the 
months of September, Octo-
ber and November. Several 
medical tests that usually 
are conducted for patients at 
the mohalla clinics have also 
not been happening now 
as the private partners in 
whose labs the test samples 
are to be analysed have also 
not received their funding,” 
Bharadwaj said. 

He said that the Delhi Vid-
han Sabha had received a 
petition in this regard and 
therefore the committee de-
cided to preside over the mat-
ter on Tuesday. 

For this meeting, the Com-
mittee summoned some se-

nior government officers in-
cluding Principal Secretary 
(Finance) Ashish Chandra 
Verma, a 1994-batch of-
ficer and Principal Secre-
tary (Health) Amit Singla, a 
2003-batch IAS officer were 
present. The Committee also 
summoned Sanjeev Jain, Dr 
Nutan (DG Health) and Dr 
Shelly Kabra, the project co-
ordinator of Mohalla Clinics, 
to record their statements on 
the matter. 

During the meeting, the 
committee was informed 
that the file that was sent by 
the health department to the 
finance department to make 
available the grant to pay the 
salaries of doctors and other 
nursing staff was received by 

the finance department.
“But for the first time ever 

the finance department 
asked for some documents 
before disbursing the sala-
ries, and these are docu-
ments that were never asked 
before the disbursement 
of salaries until now. They 
asked for certain Cabinet 
decisions and other amend-
ments in the government 
documents. The health de-
partment officials have told 
this to us under the oath,” the 
AAP MLA added. 

Bharadwaj further said that 
the members of the commit-
tee believe that this was done 
with the deliberate intention 
to delay the salaries of these 
doctors and nursing staff.

race for 
bjP state 
PRESIDENT  
The Delhi state chief 
Adesh Gupta resigned 
from his post taking 
responsibility for the 
party’s defeat in the 
MCD and since then 
there have been whis-
pers in Delhi BJP that 
a major reshuffle and 
new state unit presi-
dent will be appointed 
before 15 January 2023  
in view of the lok Sab-
ha polls in 2024 and 
Assembly elections to 
be held in 2025. Busy 
lobbying has continued 
and leaders such as 
MP Manoj Tiwari, MP 
Gautam Gambhir and 
Parvesh Sahib Singh 
Verma, MP from Delhi 
all are lobbying for the 
top post but BJP high 
command has been 
looking for a leader 
who can pose a chal-
lenge to AAP chief Ar-
vind Kejriwal in Delhi. 
As of for now, Delhi 
BJP vice-president 
Virendra Sachdeva 
has been appointed as 
the interim president. 
however former Union 
Minister Dr harsh 
Vardhan’s name is 
making rounds for the 
top job.

reunion with 
nePhew
Shivpal Yadav had 
conferred a new 
name to SP Chief 
Akhilesh Yadav during 
the campaigning of 
Mainpuri by-election.  
Shivpal Yadav  ad-
dressed  Akhilesh as  
‹Chhote Netaji› from 
the stage. The name as 
given by Shivpal Yadav 
has become a super 
hit among the support-
ers that posters in the 
name of the ‹Chhote 
Netaji› are being put 
up everywhere in the 
cities of UP.  Sama-
jwadi Party MlA 
Amitabh Bajpai wrote 
Akhilesh Yadav›s name 
as ‘Chhote Netaji’ in a 
poster which was put 
up in support of irfan 
Solanki.

attemPts of 
reconcilation
with the assembly 
elections approaching 
next year in rajasthan, 
Congress leader rahul 
Gandhi had  held a 
closed-door meeting 
with rajasthan Chief 
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
and former Deputy 
Chief Minister Sachin 
Pilot at Alwar in an 
attempt to end a feud 
that seems to bring  a 
dire consequence to 
damage the image of  
Congress. The meeting 
was taken  as an at-
tempt by rahul Gandhi 
to reconcile and bridge 
the gap between  both 
the Congress leaders. 
Congress National 
General Secretary KC 
Venugopal was also 
present at the meeting. 
Gehlot and Pilot have 
been at loggerheads 
over the state’s chief 
ministership ever since 
the Congress won 
the rajasthan polls in 
2018.

on the radar

Rahil NoRa ChopRa
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday enjoyed a 
lunch hosted by agriculture 
minister Narendra Tomar 
along with fellow Members 
of Parliament to mark Millet 
Year 2023. The Prime Minis-
ter was present at the event 
for nearly 40 minutes. Sit-
ting alongside PM Narendra 
Modi while having the meal 
were agriculture minister 
Narendra Tomar, defence 
minister Rajnath Singh, Ra-
jya Sabha chairman Jagdeep 
Dhankar, and former prime 
minister H.D. Devegowda.

“We prepared delicacies, 
including roti and sweets 
made out of Jwar bajra and 
ragi, for which chefs were 
specially brought in from 
Karnataka. I was delighted 
that the Prime Minister re-
ally enjoyed his meal,” Min-
ister of State for Agriculture 

Shobha Karandlaje.
The delicacies that were 

prepared included Khichdi 
made out of millet included 
ragi dosa, ragi roti, jowar 
roti, haldi sabji, bajra, chur-
ma. The sweet delicacies in-
cluded bajra kheer and bajra 
cake, among others.

Earlier in the day, dur-
ing the BJP Parliamentary 
Party meeting PM Modi laid 

emphasis on the celebration 
of International Millet Year 
2023 and suggested ways 
to promote an ongoing nu-
trition campaign through 
millet.

The United Nations has 
declared 2023 the Interna-

tional Year of Millet (IYOM) 
on the initiative of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
The Government of India 
had notified millet as a nu-
tritious cereal in April 2018, 
and millet has also been in-
cluded in the Poshan Mis-

sion campaign.
Under the National Food 

Security Mission (NFMS), a 
nutritious cereal component 
for millet is being imple-
mented in 212 districts in 14 
states.

Asia and Africa are the 
major production and con-
sumption centres of millet 
crops. India, Niger, Sudan, 
and Nigeria are the major 
producers of millet.

India is the major pro-
duction country of millet, 
in which Kangni, Kutki, or 
small millet; Kodon, Gan-
gora, or barnyard; China; 
and Brown Top are includ-
ed with Jowar, Bajra, Ragi, 
and small millets. Most of 
the states in India grow one 
or more millet crop spe-
cies. During the last 5 years, 
our country produced 
more than 13.71 to 18 mil-
lion tonnes of millet, with 
the highest production in 
2020–21. 

Amid a raging con-
troversy on the Bi-
har Hooch Tragedy, 

the Joint Opposition led by 
Congress walked out of the 
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday 
in protest of the National 
Human Rights Commis-
sion’s (NHRC) role. Several 
parliamentarians belong-
ing to parties including the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal, Janata 
Dal (United), Trinamool 
Congress, and the Congress 
walked out of the Upper 
House to raise the issue dur-
ing Zero Hour.

Meanwhile, in the Lok Sab-
ha, BJP MP Ravi Shankar 
Prasad and Lok Janshakti 
Party (Ram Vilas) MP Chi-
rag Paswan raised the issue 
of the Bihar hooch tragedy.

The senior BJP MP said 
that an NHRC team should 
visit the state while Paswan 
demanded an imposition of 
President’s Rule and a CBI 
probe.

In a press briefing held 

after the opposition walked 
out of the house in Rajya 
Sabha, RJD leader Manoj Jha 
accused the BJP-led central 
government of misusing the 
NHRC and using it as a “po-
litical tool” in Bihar hooch 
tragedy issue.

“NHRC is being used as a 
political tool in Bihar hooch 
tragedy issue,” said Jha, 
adding that, “Prime Minster 
Narendra Modi’s own state, 
Gujarat, faces hooch trag-
edy on every third month 
but the NHRC never visited 
there. NHRC neither visited 
to probe Morbi nor the kill-
ing of hundreds of people 
in Aligarh (Uttar Pradesh), 
Madhya Pradesh, and Hary-
ana. The entire opposition 
walked out of the house in 
protest of ‘partition role’ of 
the NHRC,” Jha said.

During Zero Hour of the 
House, Trinamool Congress 
MP Dola Sen raised the issue 
of the NHRC’s involvement 
in the Bihar hooch tragedy. 
Addressing the briefing, 
Sen also said, “It is a matter 
of sorrow that the NHRC did 

not go to Morbi (Gujarat) and 
Uttar Pradesh, it only likes 
to go to Bihar and West Ben-
gal.”

 “Manoj Jha had submitted 
adjournment notice in the 
Rajya Sabha over the issues, 
but it was not accepted. We 
raised the issue in the House 
and walked out,” Sen said.

JD (U) leader Ramnath 
Thakur thanked the oppo-
sition parties of raising the 
issue of misuse of NHRC in 
Bihar hooch tragedy issue.

The matter was raised 
following inputs that the 

NHRC has decided to depute 
its own investigation team to 
conduct an “on-spot” inquiry 
into the Bihar Hooch trag-
edy, which has claimed over 
60 lives.

The Commission wants 
to know where and what 
kind of medical treatment is 
being provided to these vic-
tims. Most of them are from 
poor families and probably 
cannot afford costly medi-
cal treatment in private hos-
pitals. As a result, the state 
government feels compelled 
to provide them with the 

best medical care possible, 
wherever it is available, ac-
cording to a statement.

“The Commission would 
like to know about the relief 
and rehabilitation provided 
by the state government, as 
well as the measures taken 
or proposed to be taken to 
dismantle clandestine hooch 
manufacturing hotspots 
across the state in order to 
completely eradicate this 
social menace, which occurs 
intermittently in the state 
of Bihar,” the rights panel 
stated.
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Harsimrat Kaur Badal speaking in Lok Sabha on Tuesday, 

Uproar during the winter session  of the parliament on Tuesday.

BJP leader Sushil Modi has 
spoken out against same-sex 
marriages in the highest leg-
islative body of the country, 
urging the government to 
vehemently oppose any such 
move as it will, according to 
him, create havoc in the so-
cial fibre of the nation where 
marriage is still a sacred in-
stitution.

Speaking in parliament, 
the MP from Bihar said that 
while same-sex relationships 
are acceptable, allowing 
marriages between same-sex 
couples will create problems 
in the delicate balance of so-
ciety.

“In India, same-sex mar-
riage is neither recognised 
nor accepted in any person-
al law like Muslim Personal 
Law or any codified statuto-

ry laws. Same-sex marriage 
would cause havoc with the 
delicate balance of personal 
laws in the country,” Sushil 
Modi said in the Rajya Sabha 
on Monday.

According to the BJP MP, 
Indian society is “not ready” 
to accept same-sex marriage, 
and the matter should be dis-
cussed in Parliament among 
the members before reach-
ing the Court.

“Society is not ready to 
accept it. It should be first 
discussed in Parliament and 
among the people. Another 
thing I said is that the age of 
marriage for all girls should 
be the same, irrespective of 
their religion,” added Sushil 
Modi.

Modi objected to legalising 
same-sex marriages in both 
social and cultural contexts 
and said marriage is still a 
sacred institution. 

Shiromani Akali Dal MP 
Harsimrat Kaur Badal 
launched a fierce attack on 
Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann 
in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday, 
when the house was debat-
ing the drug problem in the 
state and the steps taken by 
the ruling government. Her 
video later ended up creating 
a stir on social media. 

Harsimrat Kaur Badal, 
while taking jibe at Mann, 
said, “Six months ago, our 
Punjab Chief Minister used 
to sit in that corner. The 
person who used to arrive 
at Parliament drunk at 11 
a.m. now runs Punjab. He 
used to come drunk, and ev-
eryone around him used to 
change seats. When he used 
to speak, people would get 
away from him, as he used 
to stink”. 

It is written on the roads 
of Punjab that don’t drink 
and drive. But in Punjab, a 
drunk man is driving the 
state. “One shall look into 
the situation Punjab is going 
through,” added Badal. 

Even Home Minister Amit 
Shah could not stop laugh-

ing at her remarks. As long 
as Badal spoke on Bhagwant 
Mann, there was laughter in 
the house.

Asserting that all of this 
was happening due to the 
complete failure of Bhag-
want Mann to handle the 
situation, Badal said that the 
Chief Minister had also 
defamed the state after he 
was offloaded by Lufthansa 
airline because he could not 
stand on his feet due to be-
ing severely drunk. She also 
asserted that it was unfor-
tunate that an inquiry into 
this episode, which was 
promised by the Union Avia-
tion Minister, had been put 
on hold. “Every day we are 
witnessing drug overdose 

deaths, with even young 
women and girls being af-
fected by it. Drugs are being 
home-delivered in Punjab, 
and the AAP government 
has completely failed to stop 
this,” she remarked.

Asserting that Punjab was 
akin to a burning volcano 
and on the brink of civil war 
due to a combination of drug 
trafficking coupled with the 
breakdown of law and order 
and the destruction of peace 
and communal harmony, 
she said, “Never has such a 
situation arisen in the state 
earlier.” She was making a 
statement under Rule 193 
on the increasing menace 
of illicit drugs in Punjab in 
parliament.

Detailing how the issue 
had also resonated in the 
Supreme Court, which had 
come down heavily on the 
AAP government for failing 
to file charge sheets in drug 
cases, Badal said the apex 
court had pulled up the gov-
ernment for filing a handful 
of charge sheets despite reg-
istering 31,000 drug-related 
FIRs. She said it was also a 
matter of concern that Pun-
jab was ranked number one 
as far as smuggling drugs 
into the state was concerned.

Calling for collective action 
to curb the spread of drugs in 
Punjab, Badal said Punjabis 
had contributed the most to 
the freedom struggle and, 
after that, to guarding the 
borders of the country, be-
sides making the country 
self-reliant on the food grain 
front.

Detailing how Guru Tegh 
Bahadur ji had laid down 
his life to save Hinduism 
and how the Sahibzade of 
Guru Gobind Singh ji chose 
to give up their lives rather 
than adopt Islam, Badal 
said strong action was re-
quired to put an end to the 
scourge of drugs in such a 
great land. 

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) told the Lok 
Sabha on Tuesday that 
the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) is investigat-
ing eleven cases in which a 
nexus between terrorists, 
drug smugglers, and traf-
fickers based in India and 
abroad has been found. “Of 
the 11 cases, two were reg-
istered in 2019, four each in 
2020 and 2021, and one this 
year,” said Union Minister of 
State for Home Nityanand 
Rai on behalf of the MHA 
in a written reply to the que-
ries of Bahujan Samaj Party 
leader Kunwar Danish Ali.

Asked whether the gov-
ernment is aware of the 
increase in the number of 
cases of nexus between ter-
rorists, drug smugglers, and 
traffickers based in India 
and abroad, Rai said, “NIA 
is investigating 11 cases in 
which nexus between ter-
rorists, drug smugglers, and 
traffickers based in India 
and abroad has been found.”

The minister also said a to-
tal of 112 accused have been 
arrested in these 11 cases, 
and charge sheets have been 
filed against 115 accused in 
10 cases.

The NIA’s case on the 
gangster-terror nexus is 
based on the 4 August case 
registered by the Special Cell 
of Delhi Police. The agency 
re-registered the case on 26 
August.

So far this year, the NIA 
has raided more than 100 
locations across the country 
in connection with its probe 
into the gangster-terror nex-
us case.

In September, the NIA 
conducted searches at 52 lo-
cations in Punjab, Haryana, 
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
and Delhi, as well as in the 
National Capital Region 
(NCR).

A few of the most desper-
ate gang leaders and their 
associates, based in India 
and abroad, who are spear-
heading and carrying out 
such terror and criminal ac-
tivities were identified and 
booked.

in ParLiaMenT

KARTIKEYA SHARMA

OffbeatPARLIAMENT

The Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare on 
Tuesday informed the 
Rajya Sabha that doctors 
are to follow specific pro-
fessional guidelines as 
described in the Indian 
Medical Council (Profes-
sional Conduct, Etiquette, 
and Ethics) Regulations, 
2002.

Replying to a series of 
questions from Member 
of Parliament Kartikeya 
Sharma in the Upper 
House, the Minister of 
State for Health and Fam-
ily Welfare, Bharti Pravin 
Pawar, said in a written 
submission that the Medi-
cal Council has the right to 
take appropriate disciplin-
ary action for professional 
misconduct. “Upon receipt 
of any complaint of profes-
sional misconduct, the ap-
propriate Medical Council 
would hold an enquiry 
and give opportunity to 

the registered medical 
practitioner to be heard in 
person or by pleader.”

“If the medical practitio-
ner is found to be guilty of 
committing professional 
misconduct, the appro-
priate medical council 
may award such punish-
ment as deemed necessary 
or may direct the removal 

altogether or for a speci-
fied period of time from 
the register of the name of 
the delinquent registered 
practitioner. Deletion from 
the Register shall be wide-
ly publicised in the local 
press and various medical 
publications,” he added. 

On a question from 
Kartikeya Sharma about 
whether the government 
has noticed that a small 
section of physicians are 
keen to prescribe a large 
number of unwanted 
medicines, the minister 
said that every physician 
should prescribe drugs 
with generic names legibly 
and preferably in capital 
letters and shall ensure 
that there is a rational pre-
scription and use of drugs.

Doctors are bound to follow 
professional norms: Health 
Ministry in Rajya Sabha  
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NO REPORTED 
MISSING DUE TO 
FLASH FLOODS IN 
J&K SINCE 8 JULY  
Union Minister Ni-
tyanand rai said on 
Tuesday that at least 15 
people lost their lives 
due to flash floods in 
Jammu and Kashmir af-
ter 8 July deluge. “as per 
the information provided 
by the government of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 15 
persons lost their lives 
due to flash floods, but 
no one has been report-
ed missing,” MoS home 
Nityanand rai said in 
a written reply to the 
question of lok Sabha 
MP rajan Vichare. 

NO CASTE-wISE 
POPULATION 
CENSUS SINCE 
INDEPENDENCE: 
MHA
The Ministry of home 
affairs said on Tuesday 
that the government of 
india has not enumer-
ated the caste-wise 
population other than 
the Scheduled Caste 
(SC) and Scheduled 
Tribes (ST) in the Census 
since independence. 
Members of Parliament 
had inquired about the 
current status of the 
proposed 2021 census, 
as well as whether the 
government is consid-
ering including a caste 
and sub-caste census, 
as well as a synonym-
based census, in the 
proposed census. .

‘NO SPECIAL 
PRIVILEGE 
TO PRIVATE 
SECURITY 
AGENCIES’
There is no special 
privilege or immunity 
provided to the private 
security agencies and 
their security guards 
under the Private Secu-
rity agencies (regula-
tion) act, 2005, said 
the Ministry of home 
affairs in lok Sabha 
on Tuesday. Member 
of Parliament girish 
Chandra has asked 
question on the number 
of private security agen-
cies in the country and 
whether any special 
privilege/immunity has 
been provided to private 
security agencies and 
their security guards 
under Private Security 
agencies (regulation) 
act, 2005. Nityanand 
rai stated that Private 
Security agencies in the 
country are governed 
by the Private Security 
agencies  act, 2005. 

864 POSTS OF 
IPS OFFICERS 
VACANT ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY
a total of 864 posts of 
indian Police Service 
(iPS) officers are cur-
rently vacant across the 
country, the Ministry 
of home affairs (Mha) 
informed the lok Sabha 
on Tuesday. The vacan-
cies in the service are 
caused by factors such 
as retirement, resigna-
tion, death, and removal 
from service, Union Min-
ister of State for home 
Nityanand rai said in a 
written reply to a query.

parliament
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In Punjab 

In hImachal Pradesh 

With New Year around the 
corner, Amritsar Develop-
ment Authority (ADA) is all 
set to conduct the e-auction 
of prime properties situat-
ed in various cities falling 
under its jurisdiction.

Sites being put up for e-
auction include 52 residen-
tial plots, 12 shop sites, 14 
SCOs and a school site. The 
e-auction would start at 9 
am on January 2, 2023, and 
conclude at 1 pm on January 
12, 2023, informed an official 
spokesperson of the Housing 
and Urban Development De-
partment, while adding that 

all the properties being made 
available for bidding are 
ideally located for making a 
home or start a new venture.

He stated that the price 
of residential plots would 
start from Rs 15.69 lakh and 
commercial properties start 
ranging from Rs 47.40 lakh.

The school site situated at 
PUDA Avenue, Gurdaspur 
has been priced at Rs 6.86 
crore.

While the successful bid-
ders would get the posses-
sion of properties on a 25 per 
cent payment, the rest of the 
amount would be payable in 
instalments along with 9.5 
per cent per annum interest, 
he added.

In view of the newly elected 
government in Himachal 
Pradesh, Congress leader 
and legislator, Vikramaditya 
Singh on Tuesday said that 
the state government of Him-
achal Pradesh is committed to 
fulfilling the promises made to 
the people of the state.

He said that the state gov-
ernment will work for the 
development of the state with 
collective efforts. Addressing 
media in Shimla Vikrama-
ditya Singh said, “Expected 
the union government to 
have cordial relations with 
the state government. On the 

issue of the shutting down of 
the cement plant”.

He said that the state Chief 
Minister, Deputy Chief Min-
ister and Chief Secretary are 
resolving the issue and the 
people and industries will 
have a win-win situation. 
He also warned that the in-
dustries should not be given 
leverage against the interest 
of the state he said crony cap-
italism will not be allowed.

“The former chief minister 
of Himachal Pradesh is in a 
hurry, he will have to wait 
and be a little bit patient. If 
you take the example of the 
US government, after elect-
ing a President they take three 
months to Assume office, here 

in 10 days we have our chief 
minister and Deputy chief 
minister. The Vidhan Sabha 
Session will be called, actually, 
it was called elected MLS will 
be called unfortunately our 
chief minister turned corona 
positive and he will be fine. 
Our speaker has administered 
the oath. We stand that what 
we have committed will be 
fulfilled 100 per cent, it is just 
a matter of time frame,” said 
Vikramaditya Singh.

Singh said that the party 
and government will be 
working with cordial rela-
tions and all will be working 
collectively for the develop-
ment of the state and to fulfil 
the promises made.

“100 per cent it will be a 
team and efforts unity ma-
chine under the leadership 
it is unfortunate that he 
has turned corona positive. 
There will be a balance and 
good relation and balance 
between the party and the 
government. We stand, rock 
solid towards our Chief 
Minister, Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu, Mukesh Agnihotri 
and state party chief. The 
ball has already been set roll-
ing and we are committed 
to fulfilling promises these 
guarantees are not of the in-
dividual it is of the party to-
wards people. We are bound 
to implement what we have 
promised,” he further added.

e-auctIon of ProPertIes 
to start from 2 january 

We are committed to our promises: 
Congress leader Vikramaditya Singh

hImachal dePuty cm brave heart famIly

show of strength

In Punjab

Himachal Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Mukesh Ag-
nihotri on Monday chaired 
a review meeting of Rope-
ways and Rapid Transport 
Development Corporation 
HP Limited (RTDC) and the 
government plans to develop 
urban ropeway projects for 
Dharamshala and Manali 
apart from Shimla.

He took note of all ongoing 
projects including issues and 
problems being faced by the 
corporation and laid stress 
on construction of compos-
ite ropeways for providing 
connectivity to certain un-

connected habitations. The 
Deputy Chief Minister asked 
RTDC to make efforts for 
developing at least one rope-
way per district in the next 
five years for providing con-
nectivity, employment gen-
eration as well as enhancing 
tourism potential.

“The state government 
plans to go for this eco-
friendly, clean and green 
mode of transport in a big 
way, be it for decongestion of 
cities, providing connectivity 
to left out unconnected habi-
tations or enhancing tourism 
potential”, he said adding 
that RTDC has started the 
groundwork for this project 
in Shimla.

Once again, it was an unthinkable story 
of exemplary courage, of resolute spirit at 
PGIMER as the aggrieved but brave-heart 
family from Yamuna Nagar immortalised 
their 18-year-old son Rajiv Kumar in five oth-
ers through the kind act of organ donation.

With this magnanimous decision, the family 
of 18 year old Rajiv Kumar from village  Urnai, 
Tehsil Pehowa, Kurukshetra, gave ‘gift of life’ to 
three terminally ill organ failure patients with the 
transplantation of liver and kidneys and enabled 
two more patients to restore their sights, thereby 
impacting five lives in all here in PGIMER.

Paying his obeisance to the donor family, Prof. 
Vivek Lal, Director PGIMER, expressed his sen-
timents, “I think you develop a different level of 
respect for the donor family, for their spirit of un-
conditional love amidst braving their own excru-

ciating pain of losing their dear one in his prime. 
There cannot be a better teaching in humanity 
and compassion than organ donation.”

On the fateful day of 13th December, the 
happy world of young Rajiv Kumar’s family 
suddenly doomed as an unknown vehicle 
hit him, leaving him unconscious with the 
impact of the injury. 

Congress stalwart Rahul 
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra 
will enter Haryana on De-
cember 21 from Mundaka 
border in Nuh and most of 
the party bigwigs namely 
Haryana former Chief min-
ister, Bhupender Singh 
Hooda and his son Deep-
ender Singh Hooda,  the state 
party president Udaybhan, 
Randeep Surjewala, Ku-
mari Seleja, Kiran Chaud-
hary,  newly appointed state 
in-charge Shakti Singh Gohil 
and others are expected to 
be present there.  The party 
high command along with 
the state incharge Shakti 
Singh Gohil continue to face 
the challenge to keep the 
party leaders united dur-
ing the yatra as Congress 
heavyweights have been at 
loggerheads with each other  
over the issue of political 
dominance in the party for a 
long time. Notably, the state 
Congress is a divided house 
in the state. In view of the 
ongoing scenario, the state 
in-charge left no stone un-
turned to bring the infight-
ing among the party lead-
ers to an end, at least until 
the yatra concludes. All the 
aforesaid party leaders had 
been holding meetings to en-
sure the maximum crowd in 
the yatra. The divided Con-
gress leaders are putting 
their best to cast a show of 
strength in front of Rahul 
Gandhi as well as the party 
high command ensuring 
maximum gathering during 
the yatra. 

it is noteworthy that the 
party is mainly divided into 
four fractions namely Bhu-

pender Singh Hooda, Kiran 
Chaudhary, Kumari Seleja 
and Randeep Surjewala. Al-
though there are not much 
differences among other 
leaders except Hooda, but 
when it comes to Hooda, all 
of them have been unitedly 
seen against Hooda. In such 
a situation, now what chal-
lenge comes before the party 
high command and the new 
state in-charge Shakti Singh 
Gohil is that  the mutual 
differences and distances 
between the leaders and 
supporters of Hooda and 
other factions should not 
surface during the conduct 
of the yatra. Thus in view of 
the widened rift among the 
party bigwig, keeping them 
united is not less than an up-
hill task. 

All the leaders have been 
on the toes to mobilize maxi-
mum gathering so that they 
can convey the message of 
their strength in the state to 
the party high command. 
But contrary to this, the 
prevailing tussle among the 
party leaders continued to 
weaken the roots of the party 
in Haryana. All the stalwarts 
of Congress in the state were 
organizing meetings with 
their supporters for a long 
time to make this yatra a suc-
cess. The BJP government of 
the state is also keeping an 
eye on the yatra. Presently, 
Hooda has a unilateral hold 
in the Haryana Congress 
and the party high command 
is pretty aware about this. In 
wake of this, the Congress 
strengthened him in several 
ways and in wake of this, it 
is a challenge before him to 
prove his mettle by mobi-
lizing maximum gathering 
during the yatra. 

Highlighting the increasing 
incidents of sacrilege in Pun-
jab, Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
leader Raghav Chadha moved 
a Suspension of Business No-
tice under Rule 267 in the Par-
liament on Tuesday.

In his bilingual letter to 
the Chairman, Chadha said 
that Punjabis all across the 
world are agitated due to the 
increasing incidents of sacri-
lege. “Such insult of the holy 
book Guru Granth Sahib 
cannot be tolerated,” he add-
ed. He further reiterated the 
incidents of 2015 when Guru 
Granth Sahib was burnt in 

Bargari and Shrimad Bhag-
wat Geeta in Ludhiana and 
said that several incidents of 
disrespect of holy books are 
coming forward.

“The punishments pre-
scribed for such crimes un-
der sections 295 and 295A of 
the Indian Penal Code are so 
lenient that the spirits of the 
ones responsible for it have 
turned higher,” he said men-
tioning that there is a need 
to bring a law that grants 
the strictest punishments to 
such offenders.

Earlier on December 9, 
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann called on the 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah and sought Govern-

ment intervention for get-
ting Presidential assent for 
two important pending bills 
of state stipulating harsher 
punishment for the perpe-
trators of the serious crime 
of sacrilege.

The Chief Minister, who 
called on Amit Shah here at 
his office, said that the sacri-
lege of holy books is a major 
challenge in the state. He 
said that in this context, it has 
been felt that the quantum of 
punishment for the sacrilege 
of Holy Books as per existing 
provisions of Sections 295 
and 295-A in the Indian Penal 
Code is too inadequate, a press 
release by Punjab CMO dated 
December 9 said.

‘Complete ropeway 
project in five years’

another story of exemPlary 
courage of resolute sPIrIt

Divided Congress 
gears up for Rahul’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra

aaP’s chadha seeks strIngent 
PunIshment for sacrIlege crImes
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In hImachal Pradesh

In haryana

Himachal Pradesh 
Governor Rajen-
dra Vishwanath 

Arlekar on Tuesday issued 
a notice cancelling the first 
session of the fourteenth 
Vidhan Sabha session.

The Vidhan Sabha ses-
sion was due to be held on 
December 22, at Tapovan, 
Dharamshala. “I, Rajendra 
Vishwanath Alekar, Gov-
ernor, Himachal Pradesh 
according to Article 174 (1) 
of the Constitution of In-
dia, order dated 15-2-2022, 
through which the Four-
teenth Legislation of the 
first session of the assembly 
from December 22, 2022, at 
Tapovan, Dharamshala is 
to be convened, stands can-

celled due to unavoidable 
reasons,” read the notice is-
sued by Governor Rajendra 
Vishwanath Arlekar.

It is pertinent to note that 
the cancellation of the Vid-
han Sabha session comes af-
ter Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu tested Covid positive.

Earlier on December 15, 

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu said that the cabinet 
would be formed after the 
Vidhan Sabha session.

“The cabinet will be formed 
after the Vidhan Sabha ses-
sion,” Sukhu told reporters 
when asked about the state 
cabinet.

“We had come to thank 

party chief Mallikarjun 
Kharge. All 40 of our 
MLAs and our state chief 
have also come. He gave 
us the mantra to serve the 
people. He also thanked the 
people of the state,” Him-
achal Pradesh CM said after 
meeting the party’s national  
president in Delhi.

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Mi n i st e r  S u k hv i n de r 
Singh Sukhu cleared the 
air around the induction of 
Vikramaditya Singh, son of 
former Chief Minister Virb-
hadra Singh, into the state 
cabinet and said that he will 
be a part of his council of 
ministers.

There has been speculation 
about the cabinet formation 
with the Congress looking at 
options to strike a balance in 

terms of representation from 
various regions of the state. 
The party came to power in 
the state earlier this month 
after a gap of five years.

“Vikramaditya (Singh) 
will be in the cabinet. Why 
won’t he be in the Cabinet?” 
Sukhu told ANI responding 
to a query.

“We’ll fulfil the 10 promises 
we made in the first meeting 
of the state cabinet,” he said.

Meanwhile, The governor 
of Himachal Pradesh, Ra-
jendra Vishwanath Arlekar 
administered the oath as 
protem speaker to Congress 
legislator Chander Kumar.

The newly elected protem 
speaker, Chander Kumar 
said that he would fulfil the 
responsibility temporarily 
given to him.

assembly sessIon deferred as 
cm sukhu tests covId PosItIve 

Khattar launches Mukhya Mantri Awas Yojana
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himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu.

top of the day

blast at steel 
factory In 
ludhIana, 2 
workers kIlled
ludhiana: at least two 
persons died and four 
were injured after a boiler 
blast in a steel factory in 
doraha on Tuesday. Sta-
tion house Officer (ShO) 
gurmeet Singh said 
that the police received 
information from the 
hospital that there was a 
blast in a boiler in a steel 
factory. “The police team 
immediately reached the 
spot. Two workers died 
during treatment. while 
four workers are injured,” 
Singh said. a forensic 
team has also been called 
on the spot and samples 
will be taken. Further 
investigation is underway.

‘jagdIsh tytler 
should avoId 
joInIng bharat 
jodo yatra’
Chandigarh: Congress 
leader and former Punjab 
minister Pargat Singh on 
Tuesday said that Jagdish 
Tytler should avoid joining 
the party’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra. when asked about 
Jagdish Tytler joining Con-
gress’ Bharat Jodo Yatra in 
delhi, Singh told reporters, 

“looking at the sentiments 
of the people of Punjab, he 
should avoid joining the 
Yatra.” “rahul gandhi is 
doing great work with this 
yatra that is for uniting 
the people,” he added. 
Former union minister 
Jagdish Tytler on monday 
sparked controversy as he 
participated in an all india 
Congress Committee 
(aiCC) meeting. Over the 
past few years, the party 
had distanced itself from 
Tytler as he faced legal 
trouble related to the 1984 
anti-Sikh riots.

oPs demand to be 
fulfIlled In fIrst 
cabInet meetIng: 
hImachal cm
Shimla: himachal 
Pradesh Chief minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
on Tuesday said the state 
government has decided 
that the long pending 
demand of employees 
regarding the old pen-
sion scheme (OPS) would 
be fulfilled in the very 
first cabinet meeting. in 
a statement issued from 
new delhi, Chief min-
ister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu said that the state 
government was commit-
ted to fulfilling all the 10 
guarantees made by the 
Congress before assembly 
elections and would leave 
no stone unturned to come 
up to the expectations and 
aspirations of the people.

haryana notIfIes 
rules under 
antI-conversIon 
law
Chandigarh: haryana 
home minister anil Vij 
on Tuesday said that the 
notification of the haryana 
Prevention of unlawful 
Conversion of religion Bill 
2022, which was passed 
during the last budget ses-
sion, has now been issued 
by framing the rules of the 
act. “during the last bud-
get session, the haryana 
Prevention of unlawful 
Conversion of religion 
Bill 2022 was passed and 
it has now been notified. 
under this act, no one can 
convert anyone’s religion 
by putting pressure, by 
pretending to marry, or by 
intimidating,” Vij said. 
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Reiterating his commit-
ment to provide houses to 
the deprived and needy in 
Haryana, Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal announced a 
separate Mukhya Mantri 
Awas Yojana on  the lines of 
the Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana. He said a survey is 
being done in Haryana and 
houses will be provided to 
the eligible beneficiaries 
who do not have houses. 
The chief minister made 
this announcement  while 
virtually addressing  the 
gathering during a state-
level programme held on 
the occasion of the birth 
anniversary of Maharaja 

Shoor Saini in Hisar.On this 
occasion, Manohar Lal fur-
ther announced to give Rs 
31 lakh from his discretion-
ary fund for the renovation 
and construction of Saini 
Senior Secondary School 
where the function was held.  
Apart from this, he also an-
nounced Rs 11 lakh each on 
behalf of Urban Local Bodies 
Minister, Dr. Kamal Gupta 
and Deputy Speaker, Vid-
han Sabha, Ranbir Gangwa. 
Besides this, considering the 
demand of the representa-
tives of the Saini community, 
the Chief Minister said that 
the educational institution 
will be named after the first 
female teacher, Savitribai 
Phule. For this, the people 
and representatives of the 

community will share which 
government college or school 
in which city or area should 
be named after Savitribai 
Phule. 

 Manohar Lal, while an-
nouncing the demand raised 
by the community people 
for the land required for the 
construction of dharam-
shala, said that the commu-
nity people will have to apply 
and according to the rules, 
the plot will be allotted for 
dharamshala. Apart from 
this, other demands will also 
be considered and fulfilled. 
The Chief Minister said that 
this is the second state-level 
function to celebrate Ma-
haraja Shoorsaini Jayanti. 
Earlier in the year 2020, the 
first state-level function was 

organized in Kurukshetra. 
He said that the life of Ma-
haraja Shoorsaini was very 
glorious and inspiring as he 
was a great knower of Vedas,  
a justice-lover, and a protec-
tor of society. The area near 
Mathura was named after 
Maharaja Shoorsaini and 
was known as the Shoor-
saini region. The Saur Saini 
language was also named af-
ter him and after Maharaja 
Shoorsaini, the Shoorsaini 
dynasty started and the Saini 
caste originated. The valour 
of the Shoorsaini caste is 
praised not only in history 
but in the Mahabharata also 
the story of the brave sol-
diers has been highlighted, 
said Sh. Manohar Lal. He 
appealed to the organizers 

to organize such state-level 
functions every year. 

The Chief Minister said 
that the history of the Saini 
community is glorious and 
great. In the Rigveda, there 
is a description of a heroic 
caste named shreni, in the 
same lineage Maharaja 
‘Shoorsaini’ had established 
the Shursainigan. The Saini 
community has given social 
revolution pioneer Mahatma 
Jyoti Ba Phule, India’s first 
female teacher, Savitribai 
Phule, social reformer and 
saint-like Likhmidas, brave 
warriors like Gulab Chand 
Saini, commander of Bal-
labgarh princely state, Babu 
Jagdev Prasad Kushwaha, 
architect of social revolution 
in Bihar.  

Donor Rajiv Kumar.



JAISHANKAR’S DATE WITH GOOGLE CEO 
SUNDAR PICHAI ON DIGITAL INDIA 

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION  
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NEW DELHI

External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar on 
Tuesday met Google 

CEO Sundar Pichai and 
discussed India’s digital 
transformation and global 
strategic developments. 

Taking to Twitter, Jais-
hankar said, “Great to 
meet CEO, @Google and 
Alphabet, @sundarpichai 
today afternoon. Discussed 
India’s digital transforma-
tion and global strategic 
developments.” Earlier on 
Monday, Pichai met Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and said it is inspiring to 
see the rapid pace of tech-
nological change under his 
leadership. 

CEO of Google and Al-
phabet, said he looked for-
ward to continuing strong 
partnership and support-
ing India’s G20 presidency 
to advance open internet 
that works for all.

“Thank you for a great 
meeting today PM @nar-
endramodi. Inspiring to see 
the rapid pace of techno-

logical change under your 
leadership. Look forward 
to continuing our strong 
partnership and support-
ing India’s G20 presidency 
to advance an open, con-
nected internet that works 
for all, Pichai said in a 
tweet. 

India formally assumed 
G20 Presidency on Decem-
ber 1 this year from Indone-
sia.

On Monday, Pichai at-
tended the 8th edition of the 
Google for India event, with 
Ashwini Vaishnaw, minis-
ter for Railways, Commu-
nications and Electronics & 
Information Technology in 
attendance. 

Addressing the audience 
at the event Pichai said, “It 
is easy to build something 
which scales across the en-
tire country and this is the 
opportunity that India has. 
There’s no better moment 
to do a startup, even though 
we are working through a 
macro-economic situation 
right now.” 

“It’s always special to 
come back to India, and 
this trip is significant as it’s 

my first visit back since the 
pandemic. As we come out 
of it, there’s a sense of opti-
mism about the country’s 
future and the role tech-
nology can play to improve 
lives,” he added.

The Google CEO said he is 
here to see progress being 
made from our USD 10 bil-
lion, 10-year India Digitiza-
tion Fund (IDF), and share 
new ways helping to ad-
vance India’s digital future. 

“That includes our efforts 
to build a single, unified AI 
model that will be capable 
of handling over 100 Indi-
an languages across speech 
and text - part of our global 
effort to bring the world’s 
1,000 most-spoken lan-
guages online and to help 
people access knowledge 
and information in their 
preferred language. We’re 
also supporting a new, 
multidisciplinary centre 
for responsible AI with IIT 
Madras,” said Pichai.

Notably, Project Relate is 
an app that can understand 
people with non-binary 
speech. It can listen, repeat, 
and understand, and the 

app is available for Hindi 
users in early 2023. 

“Search result pages will 
be bilingual in India for 
those who want and the 
feature is already available 
in Hindi. This feature will 
be supported in languages 
Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, 
and Bengali in the coming 
days. Voice search can now 
understand people who 
speak Hinglish better. Us-
ing a new neural network 
model, which takes the 
person’s accent, context, etc 
into account,” he added. 

Speaking about YouTube 
India which contributed 
10,000 crores to GDP by 
creating over 7,50,000 full-
time jobs, Pichai said, 

“YouTube has a 2 billion 
user base and just health-
related videos have over 
30 billion views. Aloud 
is a new AI, ML product, 
which can dub the original 
content at no additional 
cost. This is being rolled 
out for select health-based 
creators and partners. 
Viewers will be able to tog-
gle these videos in a differ-
ent audio track. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FOGGY MESS IN NORTH INDIA:  
1 DEAD, 32 TRAINS CANCELLED

passengers. The injured have been rushed to a 
hospital, the Gautam Buddh Nagar Police said. 

While dense fog enveloped the region this 
morning, low visibility was also reported from many 
parts in Delhi, especially from Lodhi Road, Safdarjung, 
Airport flyover and AIIMS. 

According to IMD, fog-induced very low visibility 
was reported on Tuesday till 5:30 am from Bathinda 
(00m), Amritsar, Ganganagar, Patiala, Delhi (Palam) 
and Lucknow (25m), and Purnea (50m), Ambala and 
Agra (200m), Gorakhpur (300m), Bareilly, Patna, Gaya 
and Kolkata (500m). 

This resulted in cancellation of more than 32 trains sev-
eral trains and many were reported to be running late by 
a few hours. According to officials, more than 32 trains 
were cancelled in Moradabad due to dense fog leaving 
passengers upset. 

According to CPRO Northern Railway, Bhagalpur-
Anand Vihar VikramShalla and Barauni-New Delhi 
special are running late by five hours. While Rajen-
dranagar-New Delhi Rajdhani and Rajendranagar-New 
Delhi Sampoorna Kranti are running late by 3 hours. 

Officials added that Banaras-New Delhi Superfast, 
Islampur-New Delhi Magadh Express and Dibrugarh- 
New Delhi Rajdhani Express were late by two hours each.

While Saharsa-New Delhi Vaishali Express and Seal-
dah-New Delhi Rajdhani and Darbhanga-New Delhi 
Clone Express are late by 3:30, 1:30 and 2:34 hours re-
spectively. 

Dushyant Chautala’s convoy car 
meets with accident
official sources confirmed. The accident took place late 
Monday. As per the sources, the deputy chief minister es-
caped unhurt. A commando in the convoy received minor 
injuries and was taken to a hospital. The impacted vehicle 
was replaced. 

YSRCP MLA safe after car accident
and his family escaped unhurt in the collision when the car 
they were travelling in rammed into the transformer due 
to poor visibility. The car accident took place around 3:30 
am in Adamilli village of Kamavarapukota Mandal in the 
West Godavari district of Arunachal Pradesh. 
Police added that the MLA’s family escaped unhurt due to 
the opening of the Air balloons in the car. 
Tadikalapudi, Sub Inspector (SI) Venkanna said, “The in-
cident happened at around 3:30 am. MLA along with his 
family were travelling in the vehicle. Due to heavy Fog, the 
car rammed into the transformer. No one has been injured 
in the accident”.
The front portion of the MLA’S car was completely dam-
aged in the accident.
More details awaited. 

Delhi Airport puts Low Visibility 
Procedures in place

starting at midnight. “Flight operations are normal at 
the airport. We are keeping up with the situation to ensure 
smooth and hassle-free travel,” he said. 

Spicejet tweeted, “We are facing massive ATC congestion 
in Delhi due to bad weather. All departures/arrivals and 
their consequential flights might get affected. Passengers 
are requested to keep a check on their flight status.” 

Low visibility procedures (LVP) means procedures ap-
plied at an aerodrome for the purpose of ensuring safe op-
erations during lower-than-standard categories.

The India Meteorological Department has predicted 
dense to very dense fog is predicted over the plains in north-
west India during the next five days.

Centre asks states to ramp up Covid 
measures as cases surge globally

Genome Sequencing Laboratories (IGSLs) that are 
mapped to the States and UTs,” said Union Health Sec-
retary.

Bhushan mentioned that India with its focus on five-fold 
strategy of test-track-treat-vaccination and adherence 
to Covid Appropriate Behavior has been able to restrict 
the transmission of Covid-19 virus and is having around 
twelve hundred cases on a weekly basis.

Bhushan in his letter to the states and Union territories 
also said that the the need of the moment is to keep an eye 
on the crucial trends of existing variants.

Meanwhile, Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandavi-
ya will hold a meeting with senior officials and experts on 
the Covid-19 situation in the country today. The meeting 
will start at 11:30. He will also review meetings on Covid 
19 situations in other countries.

Globally speaking, China has reported 1,995 new Cov-
id-19 cases on Sunday. As of Sunday, the National Health 
Commission had received reports of 380,453 confirmed 
cases and 5,237 deaths in 31 provincial-level regions and 
the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the 
Chinese mainland, and in all 339,885 patients had been 
cured and discharged from hospital.

The United States has expressed its concern over the pos-
sibility of a new mutation of the Covid-19 virus as numbers 
continue to regularly increase in the world’s most popu-
lous nation China, even though many countries have ar-
rested the pandaemic spread.

‘Thermonuclear bad’: 60% of 
China likely to be affected in Covid

China has reported no Covid deaths in Beijing since the 
authorities announced four deaths between November 19 
and 23. The information office for China’s cabinet, the State 
Council, didn’t immediately respond to a request for com-
ment sent late on Friday. 

Beijing Dongjiao Crematory, on the eastern edge of the 
Chinese capital, has experienced a jump in requests for cre-
mation and other funerary services, according to people 
who work at the compound, reported WSJ. 

“Since the Covid reopening, we’ve been overloaded with 
work,” said a woman who answered the phone at the cre-
matorium on Friday, adding, “Right now, it’s 24 hours a day. 
We can’t keep up.” 

The woman said Dongjiao Crematory, which is operated 
by Beijing municipality and which the National Health 
Commission has designated to handle Covid-positive cases, 
was receiving so many bodies that it was conducting crema-
tions in the predawn hours and in the middle of the night. 
“There’s no other way,” she said.  

According to the epidemiologist, the cremation in Beijing 
is nonstop. Morgues are overloaded. Refrigerated contain-
ers needed. 24/7 funerals. 2000 bodies backlogged for cre-
mations. Sound familiar? It is spring 2020 all over again-- 
but this time for China, emulating more Western-mass 
infection approach. 

People rushed to a pharmaceutical factory to buy ibupro-
fen because it is completely sold out elsewhere. 

One said that, typically, all the day’s corpses would be cre-
mated by midday. But the recent increase in the number 
of bodies has meant that cremations are now taking place 
long after nightfall.

Congress leader booked for ‘latke 
jhatke’ remark on Smriti

words that are any description of our politics or cultural 
and social makeup.” 

The Union Minister further asked if such “indecent” state-
ments are made to “please” the Gandhi family. 

She said that why is it that the Congress leader feels that 

using such language will “please” the party’s top leader-
ship? “The question revolves around why the ordinary 
Congress leader and worker feel that Sonia ji will be happy 
if they make indecent remarks on women and talk about 
killing Modi,” she said. 

Irani said that such “abuses” reveal the “true character” 
of the Gandhi family and such “foul” statements have been 
made repeatedly. 

“If the Gandhi family likes foul language then Congress 
leaders won’t apologize for using such a foul language? If 
they are being rewarded from the Gandhi family only by 
making such comments, then must be the culture of the 
Gandhi family. Even ordinary political workers don’t make 
such comments, then why is it that ordinary Congress 
worker thinks that Sonia ji and Rahul ji would like such 
things,” said Irani.

Delhi govt launches campaign 
against open burning

Teams will patrol continuously even at night to control 
incidents of garbage burning. Staying at ground zero, all the 
teams will ensure that there is no open burning anywhere 
in Delhi and if incidents of burning are found, action will be 
taken by the teams against the concerned people.” 

He also said that “Special responsibility has been given 
to DPCC, MCD, Revenue and Irrigation and Flood Control 
Department for this campaign. The Delhi Government has 
succeeded in reducing pollution with the cooperation of the 
people and the government is running several campaigns 
to reduce pollution.” 

Gopal Rai appealed to all the agencies and RWAs of Delhi 
to provide heaters to the employees and guards on night 
duty so that they do not do open burning. He also appeals 
to all the residents to register a complaint on the ‘Green 
Delhi’ application in case of any incident of open burning so 
that the incident of open burning reaches the department in 
the least possible time and the department can take action 
against them.

According to SAFAR, the overall Air Quality Index (AQI) 
in National Capital on Tuesday morning was 378, which is 
in the ‘very poor’ category. 

On Monday, Delhi’s overall Air Quality Index (AQI) 
clocked 410. In view of this sudden spike in the overall AQI 
of Delhi, the Sub-Committee for invoking actions under the 
Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) of the Commission 
for Air Quality Management in NCR and Adjoining Areas 
(CAQM) held an emergency meeting on Monday. 

The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change said that the Commission also appeals to the 
citizens of NCR to cooperate in implementing GRAP and 
Citizens are advised to use public transport and minimize 
the use of personal vehicles. Regularly replace air filters at 
recommended intervals in their automobiles. Avoid dust-
generating construction activities. 

NIA to court: PFI leaders were in 
touch with Al-Qaeda 

PFI office. 
NIA further said that “the IS and Al-Qaeda terrorist or-

ganizations use the country’s anti-state and religious ter-
rorist organizations for subversive activities in countries 
where their direct operations are not possible. The NIA 
has received indications that PFI leaders in Kerala were 
in touch with some of the IS, Al-Qaeda leaders. A more 
detailed investigation is required.” 

The NIA said that crucial information has been obtained 
regarding the treasonous activities carried out by PFI. Digi-
tal evidence is also important. 

“The investigation also revealed the moves made by the 
PFI leaders through social media groups to get the youth 
involved in terrorist activities. Several people have already 
been questioned as the investigation reaches its final stage,” 
the investigation agency said. 

After the submission, the NIA court granted NIA’s re-

quest for more time for extensive evidence collection and 
investigation. 

According to this, the NIA has been given another 90 
days to complete the investigation and file the charge sheet. 
There are 13 accused in the case registered in Kochi. Their 
judicial custody period has been increased to 180 days after 
this Court verdict. 

The case pertains that the PFI leaders and workers were 
detained after the simultaneous raids across the country on 
September 22 and they were charged under the Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA). 

Fifth Scorpene submarine ‘Vagir’ 
delivered to Indian Navy

Indian Navy said.  
Submarine construction is an intricate activity as the dif-

ficulty is compounded when all equipment are required 
to be miniaturised and are subject to stringent quality re-
quirements. Construction of these submarines in an Indian 
yard is another step towards ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ and en-
hances self-confidence in this field, a notable achievement 
is that this is the third submarine delivered to the Indian 
Navy in a span of 24 months. 

The submarine would shortly be commissioned into the 
Indian Navy and enhance the Indian Navy’s capability. 

‘No war of words’, US on Bilawal’s 
remark against Modi

partnership with India. I have just spoken to the depth of 
our partnership with Pakistan. These relationships stand 
on their own; it is not zero-sum. We see the importance - the 
indispensability really - of maintaining valuable partner-
ships with both our Indian and our Pakistani friends. Each 
of these relationships is - we don’t view them in relation to 
the other. Each of these relationships also happens to be 
multifaceted,” Price said. 

He further stated, “So even as we deepen our global stra-
tegic partnership with India, we are also - we also have a 
relationship in which we can be candid and frank with one 
another. Where we have disagreements or concerns, we 
voice those just as we would with our Pakistani friends as 
well.” 

The statement came in the backdop of derogatory re-
marks against Prime Minister Narendra Modi by Pakistan’s 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari during a press conference at the 
United Nations in New York. 

I’ve opened ‘Mohabbat ka dukaan 
in nafrat ka bazaar’: Rahul Gandhi 

the BJP leaders. He may disagree with their views but 
he likes all of them. He said while those BJP leaders who 
now view him from rooftops may not be allowed to even 
wave at him, they will one day for sure join his path of 
love as that is what India and its faith and religion were 
all about -- “love”.  “You may hate me and badmouth 
me, your market sells hatred while my shop sells love,” 
said the Congress leader. 

Meanwhile, Madhya Pradesh Home Minister Narot-
tam Mishra targeted Rahul Gandhi for his statement 
of “mohabbat ki dukan nafrat in bazar mein” (a shop of 
love in the market of hatred). Mishra said, “Rahul Gan-
dhi has a very bad experience with hatred.” Explaining 
Rahul Gandhi’s close shaves with hatred among lead-
ers of his own party, Mishra said: “When he (Rahul) 
visited Madhya Pradesh, he saw hatred between Digvi-
jaya Singh and Kamal Nath. Upon reaching Rajasthan, 
he saw hatred between CM Ashok Gehlot and Sachin 
Pilot.” 

“Gehlot, Nath and Singh are very experienced leaders, 
the shop is far away, they will not even let you (Rahul 
Gandhi) get Gumasta (a licence to open the shop),” the 
minister said. 

IN THE FORESTS 

NAXAL KILLED IN 
ENCOUNTER WITH 
SECURITY FORCES 
IN CHHATTISGARH
TDG NETWORK  
BIJAPUR

A Naxal was killed in an 
encounter with security 
forces in the forests of Tim-
nar and Porowada under 
Mirtur police station area 
in Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur 
district on Tuesday morn-
ing, an official said.

A joint team of DRG 
(District Reserve Guard) 
and STF (Special Task 
Force) led the operation 
and they also recovered 
a pistol, explosives, medi-
cines and other Maoist 
material recovered from 
the spot. Bijapur Super-
intendent of Police (SP) 
Anjaneya Varshneya 
said, “We received a tip-
off that a Naxal team was 
continuously monitoring 
the movement of our team. 
Based on the information 
the joint team of the DRG 
and STF reached the spot 
and there was a gunfight 
between Naxals and the 
security forces in which 
the body of one Naxal was 
recovered.”

14 persons, including two 
children, rescued from 
drowning off Goa’s beaches 

Two children, including 
a three-year-old girl from 
Karnataka, were among 14 
persons who were rescued 
from drowning off Goa’s 
beaches and a river over the 
weekend, which witnessed 
heavy tourist footfall ahead 
of the festive week. 

Drishti Marine’s lifesavers 
carried out four double res-
cues across Anjuna, Arossim, 
Baga and Palolem beaches. 
There were also six single 
rescues, including three off 
Morjim beach, while the rest 
of the rescues were reported 
off Anjuna, Majorda, Baga 
beaches. The three-year-old 
girl from Karnataka almost 
drowned, had it not been for 
the timely intervention of the 
Drishti lifesavers on duty at 
Baga beach. The girl was in 
close proximity to her father 
in waist-deep water, when a 
huge wave suddenly swept 
over the duo.

For a brief moment, the 

father panicked, as he lost 
sight of his daughter, the 
Drishti lifesaver on the beach 
witnessed the incident and 
rushed to the three-year-
old’s rescue. The girl was 
brought back to shore and 
stabilised. 

Morjim beach accounted 
for three rescues, while An-
juna and Majorda accounted 
for one rescue operational 
detail each conducted on the 
beaches respectively. In all 
the five separate incidents, 
the individuals involved 
were brought to shore safely 
by the trained and adept life-
savers of Drishti Marine.

In another incident, a per-
son suffering from momen-
tary light-headedness was 
assisted by lifeguards, who 
cleared his air passage, be-
fore transferring him to the 
nearest health centre for fur-
ther examination at Cando-
lim. A missing child was also 
located in Calangute after a 
quick search operation con-
ducted by Drishti lifesavers. 

At Palolem river, a couple 

from Karnataka attempted 
to cross a small passage, 
but were caught in a swift 
current that threatened to 
drag them further away 
into the water body. After 
hearing loud screams, a lo-
cal samaritan called out to 
Drishti lifesavers. Kashinath 
and Satyawan went into the 
river with a rescue tube to 
save the duo. 

Both Anjuna and Baga 
were reported to have had 
multiple rescues on respec-
tive beaches involving Ban-
galore residents. A 16-year-
old and a 35-year-old were 
caught in a strong current 
and were unable to swim 
back to land. Meanwhile, 
a 33-year-old man and a 
21-year-old woman were 
both unable to swim after 
being knocked over by a 
large wave. Drishti lifesav-
ers stationed at the towers 
on the separate beaches 
rushed to the aid of individ-
uals, bringing them back to 
shore using jet skis, rescue 
boards, and rescue tubes. 
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Madhya Pradesh Culture 
and Tourism Minister Usha 
Thakur has retaliated to 
Congress MLA Arif Masood 
for his Saraswati Shishu 
Mandir remark during her 
Gwalior visit.

He said, “There is no objec-
tion, get the Shishu Mandir 
checked. Shishu Mandir 
gives an intense initiation 
to patriotism and Sanatan 
culture. It was hours after, 
Arif Masood told reporters 
that the government should 
clarify “which literature 
had been found wrong and 
where” following order of 
scrutiny of madrasas.

“Earlier also they tar-
geted madrasa and got it 
investigated. Do they find 

anything in it? Get it done 
again but also investigate 
the Saraswati Shishu Man-
dir,” Masood had said. He 
was reacting to state Home 
Minister Narottam Mishra’s 
Sunday remark that the 
study material of madrasas 
would be scrutinised.

Thakur lashed out saying: 
“A few Madarsa were found 
where anti-national activi-
ties were conducted. Some 
madrasas were not even 
recognized by the Madrasa 
Board. They were not even 
recognized by the education 
department.”

“Around 40 to 50 small 
children were kept in small 
rooms. There is a concern 
that there should be no hu-
man trafficking or any mis-
behavior with children in 
madrasas. That’s why their 

syllabus should be checked. 
Besides, those madrassas 
which are not recognized 
should be closed,” she added.

Masood had said: “This is 
baseless talk, it is only a po-
litical stunt nothing else. It is 
only a political polarisation 
to contest elections and to 

hide their failure, then they 
target madrasas. If you are 
targeting Madarsas then also 
have a look towards Saras-
wati Shishu Mandir how 
RSS’s study is being taught 
there,” Masood added.

“Along with this, madrasas 
have not received grants for 
many years. The govern-
ment should explain when 
the grants will be given if 
madrassas are found right. It 
hurts when targeted without 
reason. Those who do good 
work are defamed, then it 
hurts,” the Congress leader 
said.

“This is the country of 
Mahatma Gandhi and it 
will run on his ideology. No 
one can stop the students 
from studying, they can 
read wherever they want,” 
Masood added. 

Emphasizing on quick re-
dressal of public grievances, 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on 
Tuesday cautions officials 
against laxity in filing FIRs 
and directed the strictest 
action against criminals. 
Addressing grievances of 
about 600 people at the 
Janata Darshan organised 
in Mahant Digvijaynath 
Smriti Auditorium at Gora-
khpur, Yogi Adityanath di-
rected the officers to handle 
the problems of the com-
plainants seriously, sensi-
tively, and expeditiously 
so that nobody has to suf-

fer. He said, “There should 
be no laxity in registering 
FIRs, strictest action should 
be taken against criminals.” 

The Chief Minister also 
instructed the officials to 
ensure that every com-
plainant’s issue is treated 
impartially and to his sat-
isfaction. The CM also as-
sured of appropriate action 
in a complaint about a boy 
found dead who had been 
missing for about four days. 
He directed the Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
Gaurav Grover to take 
immediate action while 
giving his application. 
Earlier on Tuesday, after of-
fering prayers at Guru Gor-
akhnath, the Chief Minister 
also performed ‘Gauseva’. 
He fed the cows and calves 
gram and jaggery on visit-
ing a ‘Gaushala’. 

Maharashtra CM Eknath 
Shinde on Tuesday said that 
the allegations of misappro-
priations in the procurement 
of medicines in the past by 
the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) and 
delay in the dispersal of med-
icines will be investigated.

“There have been misap-
propriations in the procure-
ment of medicines in the past 
by the BMC. Also, there was 
a delay in the dispersal of 
medicines and hence all this 
will be investigated,” said 
Shinde in the Maharash-
tra Legislative Assembly. 
BJP MLA Ashish Shelar, 
through a starred question, 

drew the attention of the 
Assembly about the lack of 
facilities in the Bharat Ratna 
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar 
General Municipal Hospital, 
Kandivali in Mumbai.

Shelar also questioned if 
the vacant posts in the hospi-
tal will be filled immediately 
and whether the procure-
ment of wrong medicines 
and delay in medicine will 
be investigated.

Shinde in his reply an-
nounced that an inquiry 
will be set up in the pro-
curement of medicines and 
also assured that the vacant 
posts will also be filled im-
mediately.

The CM also said that 
5,000 sanitation workers 
and 5,500 ASHA workers 

will be recruited.
Senior BJP MLA Atul 

Bhatkhalkar had demanded 
a separate meeting to discuss 
various issues in the hospital 
which the CM also accepted.

During the discussion, 
Shelar also demanded that 
the Seven Hills Hospital in 
the western suburbs must 
be taken over by the BMC.

The CM accepted this de-
mand as well and said that 
necessary instructions will 
be given to the BMC.

MLA Parag Alavni and 
MLA Yogesh Sagar partici-
pated in this discussion.

Earlier in the day, the Maha 
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) MLAs 
protested against the state 
government outside the state 
assembly in Nagpur.

The winter session com-
menced on Monday in Nag-
pur. After two years, the as-
sembly session is being held 
in Nagpur. It was in 2019 
when the winter session was 
held in Nagpur. Further due 
to the COVID pandemic, the 
session could not be held in 
Nagpur for two years.

Meanwhile, the Maha-
rashtra cabinet on Sunday 
approved the decision to in-
troduce the Lokayukta law 
in the state. The Lokayukta 
will be appointed in the state 
on the lines of the Lokpal at 
the Centre. A committee of 
five former judges will be 
part of Lokayukta. The Chief 
Minister and the cabinet will 
be under the ambit of Loka-
yukta.

‘ThErE shOULd bE NO hUmAN TrAffIckINg Or 
mIsbEhAvIOUr wITh chILdrEN IN mAdrAsAs’ 

‘NO LAxITY’ IN rEgIsTErINg fIrs, TAkINg 
AcTION AgAINsT crImINALs:  cm YOgI

Irregularities in medicine procurement 
by BMC will be investigated: CM Shinde
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Karnataka Animal Hus-
bandry Minister Prabhu B. 
Chavan said that compensa-
tion has been given to own-
ers to avoid financial loss in 
case of death of cattle due to 
skin nodule disease (lumpy) 
in Belagavi district.

The minister spoke after 
inspecting cattle affected by 
skin nodule disease in Bel-
lada Bagewadi villages of 
Hukkeri taluk. More than 
43,000 cattle in the district 
are affected with skin nod-
ule disease and over 25000 
cattle have been cured by 
proper treatment. Stillborn 
heifers are being treated. 
The compensation to the 
owners of the dead cattle 
was directly transferred to 
the bank account. He said 
that treatment and remedial 

work has been carried out, 
informed the government 
on Monday.

Skin nodule disease has 
been detected in more than 
2 lakh cattle in the state and 
recovery has been seen in 
more than 1.75 lakh cattle. 
The minister said that the 
farmers are cooperating 
with the government with-

out getting worried. Con-
trolling skin nodule disease. 
67 lakh cows have been vac-
cinated across the state and 
the available 23 lakh doses 
of vaccine are being given 
in the coming days. Cattle 
are treated free of charge. 
Chavan said that awareness 
and awareness is being cre-
ated among the farmers. 
Chavan explained that as 
soon as skin nodule disease 
was found in the cattle, Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai 
took special interest and our 
state government immedi-
ately gave Rs 37 crores for 
the distribution of compen-
sation money.

Minister Chavan interact-
ed with the farmers and got 
information about the med-
icine, treatment and relief 
work undertaken by the ani-
mal husbandry department 
in the surrounding villages .

A eighteen-year-old girl was 
allegedly abducted by four 
persons in front of her father 
while returning from a temple 
in the Chandurthi Village, Ve-
mulwada, in Sircilla district of 
Telangana.

According to Police, a case 
was earlier registered against 
the accused Gyaneshwar as 
the abducted girl eloped with 
him and they had an ‘infor-
mal’ marriage. Police suspect, 
the abducted girl is grown-up 
now and therefore the accused 
tried to snatch her from the fa-
ther’s guardianship. In a video 

released, the footage of the girl 
being abducted was seen. The 
DSP informed some suspects 
have already been picked up. 
Three teams have been de-
ployed to nab the accused.

A three-year-old boy has 
allegedly died after falling 
from the 5th floor of a Mum-
bai Club where he had gone 
with his family to enjoy the 
FIFA World Cup final on a 
big screen, police said.

Deceased Hridayansh 
Rathod’s family members 
claimed that the tragedy oc-
curred as a safety glass on 
the staircase was missing. 
Parel resident Avnish Ra-
thod’s son Hridayansh had 
accompanied his parents 
and other relatives to the 
Garware club, in Mumbai 
to enjoy the Football World 
Cup final on the big screen 
on the terrace of the build-

ing.
Marine Drive Police has 

registered a case under Ac-
cidental Death Report and 
started an investigation.

The alleged incident took 
place at 10:40 pm on Sun-
day night on the fifth floor 
of Garware Club House 
in Churchgate, Mumbai. 
The club, located next to 
Wankhede stadium, had 
arranged a big screen for its 
members to enjoy the World 
Cup final on the sixth-floor 
terrace.

A Police official said, “To 
watch the final match of the 
FIFA World Cup, a three-
year-old child died after fall-
ing from the 5th floor of the 
Garware Club, next to the 
Wankhede Stadium in the 

Churchgate area of Mumbai. 
A case has been registered 
under ADR and investiga-
tion taken up”.

Police said, “the deceased 
child’s family members told 
that the tragedy happened 
due to the non-installation 
of safety glasses on the stair-
case by Club members”.

According to police, Hri-
dayansh had gone with a 
10-year-old boy to the Toilet 
on the 5th floor. And was re-
turning to the Terrace, add-
ing, he fell from the portion 
of the staircase.

Police said the child sus-
tained grave injuries during 
the fall, and was shifted to 
Bombay Hospital but died 
during treatment. 

‘Compensation of Rs 37 cr given to 
owners of cattle dead due to lumpy virus’

Telangana: 18-year old girl 
abducted in front of father

Minor falls from 5th floor dies 
in club during Fifa WC final
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The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) 
has filed a charge 

sheet against five persons 
in a case linked to the radi-
calization and recruitment 
of innocent youth into the 
Communist Party of India 
(Maoist), the agency said on 
Tuesday.

The anti-terror agency 
filed the chargesheet before 
a special court at Vijayawada 

in Andhra Pradesh against 
the five accused persons in 
the case registered based on 
the complaint filed regard-
ing the recruitment of one 
Radha to the cadres of CPI 
(Maoist), a proscribed or-
ganization. The allegation 
in the complaint indicated 
that the accused persons 
-Dongari Devendra, Dubasi 
Swapna and Chukka Shilpa 
- motivated Radha to join the 
Chaitanya Mahila Sangham 
(CMS) and subsequently 

radicalized and recruited her 
to the proscribed organiza-
tion, CPI (Maoist), under the 
leadership of underground 
Maoists, RK (since deceased) 
Uday and Aruna.

The investigation con-
ducted so far revealed that 
the accused persons Don-
gari Devendra, Dubasi 
Swapna and Chukka Shilpa 
had indeed attracted gullible 
young girls to the organiza-
tion, CMS, under the guise of 
social work and depending 

on their dedication to the or-
ganization, such girls would 
be identified and sent to the 
proscribed organization, CPI 
(Maoist), the NIA said.

“ D o n g a r i  D eve n d r a , 
Dubasi Swapna and Chuk-
ka Shilpa had recruited few 
other girls to the CPI (Mao-
ist) and had attempted to re-
cruit many others,” said the 
agency.

Devendra had taken the 
missing girl Radha to the for-
ests under the pretext of ren-

dering medical assistance to 
someone and that Uday and 
Aruna coerced her to join the 
proscribed organization, it 
said.

“The role of the CMS, an 
organization, and other 
leaders of CMS, in the larger 
conspiracy, is being probed 
into,” the agency said.

The case was initially regis-
tered by Peddabayalu Police 
Station of Visakhapatnam 
and was later reregistered by 
the NIA on 3 June this year.

rEcrUITmENT Of mAOIsT cAdrEs: 
NIA fILEs chArgEshEET AgAINsT 5 

ED chargesheets NSCN-IM treasurer, others 
for collecting extortion money and illegal tax
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CCTV footage shows the car in 
which the girl was kidnapped.

MP minister Usha Thakur

Prabhu B. Chavan

CM Yogi Adityanath

top of the day

INdIA’s pOwEr 
dEmANd grOwTh 
TO sLOw IN fY23
NEW DELHI: Fitch Ratings 
expects India’s power 
demand to be about 8 per 
cent in the financial year 
ending March 2023 (FY23), 
against 8.2 per cent in 
FY22. In a report -- India 
Power Watch 1HFY23, 
Fitch said it expects de-
mand growth to moderate 
in the second half of 2022-
23 (H2FY23) as the strong 
18.5 per cent year-on-year 
growth in the first quarter 
of fiscal 2022-23 (Q1FY23) 
was from a low base a 
year earlier when demand 
dived due to a resurgence 
of Covid-19 infections. 
Fitch said it expects the 
average thermal power 
plant load factor (PLF) to 
remain above 60 per cent 
(H1FY23: 64.5 per cent), 
supported by power de-
mand and improved local 
coal supply.

3 ArrEsTEd fOr 
gANg rApE Of 
wOmAN bEggAr
VIJAYAWADA: Vijayawada 
police on Tuesday morn-
ing arrested three men 
for allegedly gangraping 
a woman beggar. Pena-
maluru Circle Inspector 
confirmed the incident, 
and added that police 
have shifted the woman 
to a hospital for treatment. 
The incident took place in 
Penamaluru police sta-
tion limits in Vijayawada. 
According to police, the 
woman was raped for 
three days. Speaking to 
the media, Penamaluru 
circle inspector said, “A 
woman beggar, who lived 
under a bridge, was raped 
for three days. Three men 
working in Sulab complex 
attempted rape on her. All 
three men were arrested”.

wEsT bENgAL 
pOLIcE TAkEs 
cUsTOdY Of Tmc 
LEAdEr 
BIRBHUM: In an eventful 
twist in the ongoing cattle 
smuggling case, TMC 
leader and strongman 
Anubrata Mondal, was 
on Tuesday produced 
before Dubrajpur court in 
Birbhum which sent him 
to seven-day custody of 
West Bengal Police in con-
nection with a six-month-
old assault case. 
Mondal was in judicial re-
mand following his arrest 
by the CBI in August in a 
cattle smuggling case. On 
Monday a Delhi court is-
sued a warrant to produce 
Mondal, on a plea by the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED), in connection with 
a money laundering case 
related to the cattle smug-
gling case in West Bengal.

pUNjAb cm 
mEETs brs pArTY 
sUprEmO
TELANGANA: CM KCR 
warmly welcomed the 
Punjab CM who reached 
Pragathi Bhavan on 
Tuesday evening, and was 
welcomed with a bouquet 
of flowers and took him in. 
On this occasion, the two 
CM discussed the political 
situation in the country 
along with the progress of 
Telangana, governance of 
the state of Punjab, etc. In 
view of formation of BRS 
party at the national level, 
Punjab CM Mann con-
gratulated BRS leader CM 
KCR on this occasion. Af-
ter these discussions, CM 
KCR bid adieu to Punjab 
CM by covering him with 
a shawl and presenting a 
memento. 
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In fresh action against NSCN 
(Isak Muivah) faction in Na-
galand, the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) has filed 
a prosecution complaint or 
chargesheet against Ray-
ilung Nsarangbe, the self 
self-styled colonel of the out-
fit and his wife Ruth Chawa-
ng among others in a money 
laundering case.

The agency named Nsa-
rangbe alias Pela alias Pela 
Nsa Zeme, his wife and oth-
ers in the money launder-
ing case involving a well-
organized extortion racket 
run by the Nationalist So-
cialist Council of Nagaland 
- Isak Muivah faction or the 
(NSCN-IM.)   

  A huge amount of extor-
tion money, illegal tax, was 
being directly collected by 
Nsarangbe as the treasurer 
of the “collective leadership” 
of NSCN-IM, the ED said in 
the charge sheet.

The court has taken cog-
nizance of the orosecution 
complaint and issued notice 
to the accused persons for 
appearance.

A major part of the extor-
tion amount was being uti-
lised as per the direction of 
the “collective leadership” 
and a part of it was being de-
posited in the bank accounts 
maintained in the name of 
Nsarangbe and in the name 
of his wife Chawang.

Further, to conceal the pro-
ceeds of crime so generated, 
the ED said, several mutual 

funds and insurance policies 
were purchased in the name 
of Chawang alias Ruth Ze-
liang, from the cash depos-
ited in the accounts.

“Rayilung Nsarangbe 
had also transferred huge 
amount of money to Apam 
Muivah, Secretary to Ato 
Kilonser, from the accounts 
maintained in the name of 
his wife,” said the federal 
agency.

Earlier, the ED had at-
tached proceeds of crime 
amounting to Rs. 6.88 crore 
in the matter.

The instant case was ini-
tiated on the basis of First 
Information Report (FIR) 
dated 9 July, 2020 and the 
chargesheet dated 29 De-
cember, 2020 filed by the 
National Investigation Agen-

cy (NIA), Guwahati under 
various Sections including 
Scheduled Offences 120-B, 
384, 420 and 471 of IPC, 
1860; Sections 25 (1A), (1B) 
(a) of Arms Act; Section 5(b) 
of Explosives Substances 
Act; Sections 13, 17, 18 & 21 of 
UA (P) Act; and Section 12(1)
(b) of Indian Passport Act.

  Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA) 
investigation revealed that 
the district representatives 
of NSCN-IM of four admin-
istrative districts of Mani-
pur, Tamenglong, Senapati, 
Ukhrul and Chandel were 
extorting money from the 
construction companies 
and businessmen working 
in the area and submitting 
the money to Nsarangbe.
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Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s visit to Ri-
yadh in the context of 

souring US-Saudi relations 
highlights a deepening of 
China-West Asia relations 
and maturing of its ties 
with several other regional 
countries, and this will sig-
nificantly impact Western 
interests.

China’s recent inroads in 
the Gulf Region have come 
into the limelight, with 
Doha hosting the football 
World Cup with the highest 
Chinese investment, on the 
one hand, and the Chinese 
President’s “landmark” 
three-day trip to Saudi Ara-
bia, on the other. On his trip 
to the world’s largest crude 
oil-producing country and 
his third trip abroad since 
the coronavirus pandemic 
broke out, the “new friends” 
signed deals worth $30 
billion. Undoubtedly, the 
world’s geopolitics is in a re-
set mode following the Rus-
sia- Ukraine war, and the 
Arab Gulf region is also try-
ing to construct a new iden-
tity. Over the last two de-
cades, a growing narrative 
in the media and academic 
sphere has seen the West 

Asian region as the latest 
flashpoint in the US-China 
rivalry. The Gulf members 
and Asian players have re-
cently made a concerted ef-
fort to foster their relations 
beyond oil and trade. So, the 
newest is to turn this buyer-
seller relationship into a 
more meaningful strategic 
partnership. For a very long 
time, China had a minimal 
appetite to bring any sig-
nificant change into US-led 
security architecture in the 
West Asian region and has 
not taken any strong posi-
tion or played any vital role 
in regional politics. How-
ever, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s visit to Riyadh 
in the context of US-Saudi 
souring relations between 
7 to 10 December highlights 
a deepening of China-West 
Asia relations and maturing 
of its relations with several 
other regional countries. Its 
economic presence within 
the region, which has now 
pulled into other wider 
geopolitical spheres, will 
significantly impact West-
ern interests. This change 
has happened amid two 
developments: firstly, a shift 
in the economic centre of 
gravity in the gulf region 
from West to East as Asian 
countries surged ahead of 
the West as top investors 
and trade partners. Sec-
ondly, the receding influ-
ence of the US is creating 
a security vacuum that is 
leading to an alternative col-
lective security architecture 
based on East-East camara-
derie. These can be defined 
through a few noteworthy 

events that have led to the 
developments in Gulf-Asia 
ties, the first being Asia’s 
economic miracle that coin-
cided with the West’s suspi-
cion towards the Gulf post 
9/11 and the second land-
mark trips reciprocated by 
the leaders of both the Asia 
and Gulf. In this context, it 
is essential to understand 
why President Xi’s visit is 
considered the beginning 
of the “New Era” in China-
Saudi relations.

Chinese presence has 
steadily expanded across 
the West Asian region since 
the Belt and Road Initiative 
was announced in 2013. 
This was clear from Chi-
na’s Arab Policy Paper an-
nounced in January 2016. 
President Xi emphasized 
West Asia and North Afri-
ca’s strategic role in China’s 
vision. Therefore, the part-
nership with Saudi, a US 
tradition in the region, is the 
strongest indicator of Chi-
nese success in building a 
diversified presence. Saudi 
always tries to maintain a 
delicate balance between 
constructively engaging 
with China and alienating 
the US. How long will the 
Saudis be able to balance 
out this otherwise unsus-
tainable equation?

In 2018, the US released 
an intelligence report on the 
murder of Washington Post 
columnist Jamal Khashoggi 
by Saudi Arabian agents 
in Turkey, mentioning 
Mohammad bin Salman’s 
approval of the murder of 
the most ardent critic of 
the Saudi Kingdom. This 
undoubtedly indicated the 
culmination of the strong 
bond that both US-Saudi 
shared for a long. This 
was followed by President 
Biden’s statement on Saudi 
Arabia, which he described 
as a “pariah state” in 2019. 
The decision to cut the 
oil production by OPEC+ 
members led by Russia 
and Saudi Arabia, rejecting 

President Biden’s request 
to increase also shows how 
Riyadh is willing to risk its 
relations with the West to 
prioritize its financial and 
energy interests. This sig-
nals the precarious state of 
the US-Saudi relationship. 
At the geopolitical level, 
the rift between Saudis and 
their traditional security 
guarantor is growing wide 
over strategic divergence on 
Iran. The conditions led by 
the Americans to help the 
Saudis against the Houthi’s 
missile attacks showed the 
fragility of America’s strate-
gic safety net, which can no 
longer be taken as granted. 
Biden’s presidential nod to 
renew the nuclear deal with 
Iran hinted Saudis to begin 
looking for an alternative 
architecture.

On the other hand, China 
seeks a stable region that 
secures a reliable oil sup-
ply and takes onboard the 
critical players for its global 
infrastructure project, the 
BRI. So, to maintain its neu-
trality, Beijing would be de-
fusing tension by leveraging 
its strategic pacts with Iran 
and the Saudis. In this con-
text, President Xi’s visit was 
a visually demonstrative 
act in international politics 
showing the incursion into 
what for long has been an 
American Territory. It can 
be testified by the lavish red-
carpet welcome of the Chi-
nese President in Riyadh 
which stands in contrast 
to the low-key reception 
Biden received in Jeddah 
just five months ago. This 
visit witnessed the signing 

of a Comprehensive Strate-
gic Partnership Agreement 
and their heads of state 
agreed upon meeting after 
every two years. The Chi-
nese presence in the Gulf 
region is also clear from its 
soft power presence in the 
region. There is growing 
hype for learning the Man-
darin language among the 
Gulf states and increased 
Chinese tourist footfall and 
people-to-people exchanges 
in the last few years. This 
visit by President Xi also 
reiterated boosting cultural 
exchanges and included 
a memorandum of un-
derstanding on hydrogen 
energy by focusing on an 
alignment plan between 
Road and Belt Initiative and 
Saudi’s economic diversi-
fication program. Another 
notable development is 
the signing of a MoU with 
the Saudi government on 
enabling Huawei, the tele-
communication conglomer-
ate to build a data center in 
Arabia. But the real ques-
tion still is whether China 
is ready to fill up the power 
vacuum. 

It is evident that a mere 
buyer-seller approach in 
China-Saudi is not sustain-
able for long and this new-
found friendship will only 
succeed if it moves beyond 
trade. At this time Saudi 
military is highly depen-
dent on US assistance and 
Saudi’s tilt toward China 
and its agreement signals 
the growing relations be-
yond geoeconomics. Nev-
ertheless, the growing stra-
tegic presence of China is 
something troubling for the 
US. More than being com-
petitive, US needs more of 
a reorientation in its foreign 
policy to work its way.

Dr Sreshtha Chakraborty  
currently works as an Assistant 
Professor of Political Science 
at Manav Rachna Interna-
tional Institute of Research and  
Studies.

China-Saudi ‘friendship’ is 
more than strategic reset

President Xi Jinping with King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
of Saudi Arabia at Riyadh’s al-Yamamah Palace on 8 December 
2022.

DOLLAR STRENGTHENING

GEO-ECONOMIC TILT

Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra has completed 
over a 100 days and it has been a great lesson in 
learning for the Congress party in general and for 
Rahul Gandhi in particular. For one, it has done 
wonders for his image as an on again-off again 
politician. He has been consistent on the ground, 
walking and reaching out to the rest of Bharat. 
However, with the yatra planning to take a break 
during the last week of the year, there will be some 
ribbing about the young leader needing a holi-
day break. It would have made better optics had 
Rahul taken the break to attend Parliament and 
not presumably to go off for a New Year’s break. 
But having said that, the ruling party too doesn’t 
seem to take Parliament very seriously, what with 
the Winter Session first getting delayed because 
of the Gujarat poll campaign and then being cut 
short before it completed the full session—so why 
single only Rahul out for not taking Parliament 
seriously?

Apart from that, there is a view within the Con-
gress that while the yatra has helped Rahul climb 
out of his Pappu-like image, the party is still to 
reap electoral benefits from this exercise. If Him-
achal was won by the party, it was because of the 
localised campaign and also because of the strong 
anti-incumbency against the BJP. If any Gandhi 

family member 
has to be cred-
ited for the win, it 
would be Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra who 
campaigned in the 
state and not Ra-
hul who gave the 
state a miss.

One issue that 
i s  i rking  most 
Congress leaders, 
however, is the 
presence of too 
many left liberals 
in the yatra—from 
Yogendra Yadav to 
Medha Patkar. Ra-
hul’s interaction with Raghuram Rajan helped the 
optics with the middle class, but by and large, the 
party is not too happy with the leftward direction 
of the yatra. Especially since both Rahul Gandhi 
and Sonia Gandhi’s politics has always veered to-
wards NGOs. But, Team Rahul argues that with 
the Modi government also leaning towards wel-
fare economics and freebies, the Left is more ma-
ligned than it should be. How this translates into 
the party’s electoral narrative remains to be seen; 
but expect more schemes like Nyay to be part of 
the 2024 Congress manifesto. The key here would 
be if the Congress manages to keep its socialist 
moorings without coming across as anti-capitalis-
tic. In fact, one of the reasons why the party scored 
in Himachal was its promise to bring back the old 
pension scheme. This is seen as more of a populist 
move than a sound economic ploy, but then again, 
that’s what wins elections and each party from 
the BJP to the AAP follows this pattern. So, again, 
why single out the Congress?

Yet, no yatra has let down its yatri. From L.K. 
Advani to Jagan Reddy to Chandrasekhar, who-
ever set out on a yatra reaped some political divi-
dend. As will Rahul Gandhi. It remains to be seen 
what he does with it.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
NEW YEAR’S BREAK

‘LEfT LIbERALS’ IN 
RAHuL’S yATRA IRk 
CONGRESS LEADERS

Three major central banks 
of the advanced economies 
have raised policy rates 
within the last couple of 
days. US Federal Reserve, 
European Central Bank 
(ECB) and Bank of England 
(BoE) have simultaneously 
raised rates over Wednes-
day and Thursday leading 
to fall in equity indices glob-
ally. What is important to 
note here is that though the 
quantum of rate hikes were 
smaller compared to previ-
ous hikes, the guidance that 
each of these central banks 
had given were very hawk-
ish. Inflation continues to 
remain the most important 

policy priority of these ad-
vanced economies even at 
the cost of growth. Global 
growth is expected to moder-
ate to 2.7% in 2022 and 2.3% 
in 2023 from 6% in 2021 due 
to aggressive monetary tight-
ening. Federal Open Market 
Committee (FOMC) of US 
Fed raised interest rate by 50 
basis points to take the Fed 
fund rate to a range of 4.25-
4.50%. This was the 7th rate 
hike in 2022 by US Fed. The 
dot plot showed that the 
FOMC members are expect-
ing a terminal rate of 5.1%—
sharply higher than Sep-
tember’s projection of 4.6%. 
There were upward revi-
sions of inflation and down-
ward revision of growth. 
Similarly, ECB raised its 
benchmark rate by 50 basis 
points as it battles with soar-
ing inflation due to supply 
bottlenecks and increasing 
energy costs as a fallout of 
Russia-Ukraine crisis. ECB 
President Lagarde hinted 
that potentially the ECB will 
raise rates by three more 
times by the same quantum. 
BoE raised its benchmark 

rate 9th in a row, this time by 
half a point to 3.5%—highest 
in last 14 years. BoE justified 
its “forceful monetary policy 
response” citing tight labour 
market, persistent inflation-
ary pressure in domestic 
prices and wages. BoE ex-
pected fourth quarter GDP 
in UK to contract by 0.1%.

 Important question for 
us is how it impacts RBI’s 
future action. Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) of 
RBI had stated that MPC’s 
policy decisions are indepen-
dent of the policy actions of 
other central banks and con-
tingent upon domestic mac-
roeconomic developments. 
It is found that India is re-
lated to the global economy 
through various channels 
such as international trade, 
capital flows, labour mar-
ket, etc. Higher global infla-
tion and growth slowdown 
led to slowdown of global 
trade. As a result, India’s 
trade deficit widened during 
April-November 2022-23 to 
USD 111.02 billion compared 
to USD 47.23 billion during 
the same period of last year. 

Higher trade deficit impacts 
overall domestic growth. 
RBI intervened in forex 
market to reduce volatility 
of currency amid global un-
certainty. This is reflecting in 
forex reserve of RBI which 
was at USD 606.5 billion as 
on 01 April 2022 and came 
down to USD 564.1 billion in 
December. Rupee has again 
depreciated to breach 82 per 
USD from 2nd week of De-
cember. There is a total net 
outflow of FPIs by USD 18.1 
billion in the calendar year 
2022 so far.

Apart from forex interven-
tion, the RBI has also raised 
repo rate by a cumulative 
225 basis points to 6.25% 
since May this year. The 
monetary policy rates work 
with a lag of two to three 
quarters in India. With suc-
cessive rate hikes, domestic 
inflation has come down 
more than anticipated in 
November to 5.9%—lower 
than the upper tolerance 
band of MPC first time in 
last 11-months. Successive 
repo rate increases by MPC 
also resulted into net port-

folio inflows in November 
and December so far even 
though there was a net out-
flow of FPI for the calendar 
year 2022 so far. With do-
mestic inflation now stood 
below 6% in November 
and is expected to moder-
ate further in Q4 2022-23; 
real interest rate—repo rate 
adjusted for inflation—has 
turned positive by 37 basis 
points. 

Moreover, transmission 
of the policy repo rate to de-
posit and lending rates are 
visible clearly. Weighted av-
erage domestic term deposit 
rate of banks increased by 
46 basis points from April 
to October and 1-year MCLR 
of banks increased by 80 
basis points between April 
to November. Some of the 
banks have in recent times 
increased their deposit 
rates by as high as 1% to at-
tract more deposits as bank 
credit growth has picked up 
significantly and currently 
is growing by about 17%. 
Banks’ need for more de-
posits will increase deposit 
rates further and take real 

interest rates at higher levels 
thus benefitting consumers. 
MPC is expected to have one 
more rate hike in February 
by 25 basis points to take the 
repo rate at 6.50% before it 
pauses the hike. Domestic 
inflation for Q4 is expected 
to be about 5.8% which will 
take real rate further up to 
about a positive 70 basis 
points. However, from the 
external standpoint; the ad-
vanced economies will con-
tinue to have their rate hikes 
more than once to control 
their higher inflationary 
pressures. US FOMC is ex-
pected to have two more rate 
hikes—one in February by 
50 basis points and another 
in March by 25 basis points 
with a terminal Fed fund 
rate of 5.0-5.25%. Similarly, 
ECB, in its last meeting, said 
that rates will need to rise 
further substantially. Hawk-
ish tones by central banks of 
advanced economies make 
a case of strengthening US 
dollar against rupee.

Dr Sudarshan Bhattacharjee is 
Principal Economist at Yubi.

Hawkish rate hike tones by central banks of 
advanced economies to put pressure on rupee

By and large, the party 
is not too happy with the 
leftward direction of the 
yatra. But, Team Rahul 
argues that with the 
Modi government also 
leaning towards welfare 
economics and freebies, 
the Left is more maligned 
than it should be. How 
this translates into the 
party’s electoral narrative 
remains to be seen; but 
expect more schemes like 
Nyay to be part of the 2024 
Congress manifesto.

opinion
SReSHTHA CHAKRABoRTY

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi interacts with a padayatri 
during the party’s Bharat Jodo Yatra, at Bandikui, in 
Dausa on 20 December 2022. ANI
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The partnership with Saudi, a US tradition 
in the region, is the strongest indicator of 
Chinese success in building a diversified 
presence. Saudi Arabia always tries to 
maintain a delicate balance between 
constructively engaging with China and 
alienating the United States. How long 
will the Saudis be able to balance out this 
otherwise unsustainable equation?
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Tarun Nangia- Hello and 
welcome to Legally Speaking 
with me Tarun Nangia. Our 
guest today is one of India’s 
foremost and most sought-
after lawyers. He took up the 
post of Attorney General of 
India in June of 2014 and of-
fice that he demitted just last 
month. If you speak to people 
in legal circles, they say that 
his tenure of being AGI is one 
of the most difficult tenures of 
any AGIs that has held similar 
positions in the past. Why is 
that? People say because he 
represented the kind of case 
that any other AGI has not 
had to represent. For exam-
ple, the 99th Constitutional 
Amendment case which is 
popularly known as the Na-
tional Judicial Appointments 
Commission case, in which 
he represented the views of 
the Government of India. He 
also was AGI when there 
was some kind of a tussle, as 
people say, on the appoint-
ment of judges to the higher 
judiciary. That is why his 
tenure is known as the most 
challenging tenure. We’ll ask 
him about all this and more 
in today’s episode of Legally 
Speaking. Welcome Mr. Ro-
hatgi. Thank you so much for 
giving us your time.

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi- 
Thankyou.

Tarun Nangia - Sir, I’d like to 
start with a very light-heart-
ed question. The oft-spoken 
thing in legal circles is that 
you are one of the lawyers 
who has got one of the best 
practices in the country, most 
sought after, most highly-paid 
and somebody that corpo-
rates and other people alike 
would want you to argue their 
case. Why, somebody who 
travels in a Bentley, decide 
to become an AGI and shift 
to Maruti Ciaz and give away 
his practice. Is it a service to 
the society?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
See, I’d put it this way that it 
is an amalgam of service to 
the society and the fact that 
the government recognizes 
that you are one of the best 
legal brains in the country. 
So, you know, there is a point 
when everything is not money. 
God is kind, all good lawyers 
have made ample money. So, I 
did five years as an ASG ear-
lier during Mr. Bajpai’s ten-
ure from 1999 to 2004. From 
2004 to 2014, I had good 
work, good practice. I would 
not say that I’m the most 
sought-after lawyers. Well, 
there are many other good 
lawyers. And when this op-
portunity came, this is the pin-
nacle of the legal profession. 
And, normally, people would 
accept it. So, I accepted it with 
humility and basically it is 
service. You are representing 
the government. The amount 
of fee which you get is very 
minimum. But then if you 
are reasonably comfortable 
off, then money is, beyond a 
point, not everything in life. 
So, I took it up. It is a challenge 
because you must know that 
there is only one AGI who is 
to advice the whole of the gov-
ernment. There are fifty min-
istries, and God knows how 
many thousand bureaucrats 
and they all want to come to 
the AGI. So, it’s a very busy 
thing in the court and outside 
the court. I did decide to take 
it up and I completed my tree-
year tenure.

Tarun Nangia - But I’d like 
to point out one thing that you 
took up this post of AGI, the 
government after it appointed 
you, did you expect the kind 
of challenges because what 
we hear in legal circles is what 
you faced is something what 
no AGI in the past faced? I’d 
like to point out the 99th 
Constitutional amendment 

or what we say is the National 
Judicial Appointments Com-
mission. Now since you have 
demitted AGI’s office, what is 
your independent view on it?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - I 
will put it in simple words 
so that the viewers can un-
derstand. First, the moment 
I took over in June, I did not 
know that this bombshell will 
occur in August. 

Tarun Nangia - Okay, so 
only three months into your 
tenure!

MR- Yes. And, it suddenly 
occurred. The first thing that 
the government did was to 
pass this law, amend the con-
stitution that requires more 
than half of the state assem-
blies to ratify the view of the 
Parliament. So that was all 
done. And, promptly there 
was a challenge. Now, anyway 
the verdict came 4:1 against 
the government. But I must 
tell you in very simple terms 
what the whole issue is. Under 
our constitution, the appoint-
ment of higher judiciary that 
is the High courts and the 
Supreme Court judges, has 
to be done by the government 
which is also called the execu-
tive. And the constitution says 
it will be done by the govern-
ment in consultation with the 
Chief Justice. Mark the word 
consultation.

Tarun Nangia - Government 
in consultation with the Chief 
Justice?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi- Yes, 
it is not concurrence.

Tarun Nangia - Not concur-
rence?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
No. And, when the constitu-
tion was being framed by Dr. 
Ambedkar, some members of 
the constituent assembly said 
it ought to be concurrence. 
But concurrence was design-
edly not adopted and what 
was adopted was consulta-
tion. So, from 1950 to 1975, the 
system worked very smoothly. 
Vey good judges were appoint-
ment. And consultation was 
meaningful and cordial be-
tween the government and 
the Chief Justice. Sitting in a 
closed room and discussing 
and that’s how it went. The 
first jolt came in the emer-
gency when judges were su-
perseded. The reaction of that 
supersession led to what is 
called Judges case. First Case, 
Second case and Third case, 
there have been three cases. 
Now in that, because of this 
jolt, like action is equal to a 
reaction, the reaction was the 
other extreme. So the pendu-
lum swung together..

Tarun Nangia - So is this 
what the judiciary over-re-
acted?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
Completely. Completely 
over-reacted. That’s history. 

I won’t tell you the history. It 
had over-reacted in 78, 80, 
90 whatever.. But anyways 
that is history so there is no 
point going into it. So on that 
over-reaction, the judges de-
cided that they alone would 
appoint the judges. That is 
not what the constitution said 
then, not what is says now. So, 
anyways the judgement said 
there will be a Collegium. 
Collegium means a group of 
senior judges. No where in 
the world..

Tarun Nangia - But Sir, we if 
we go by precedent, there was 
no precedent..

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
There was no precedent for 
this Collegium or whatever 
because the constitution 
does not say. I told you what 
the constitution said. So, this 
was an invention of the judges. 
Then the judges will appoint 
judges. Nowhere in the world 
do judges appoint judges. But 
being that as it be, it contin-
ued for 25 years. When the 
new government came in 
2014, it decided that the pen-
dulum should come back not 
to what the original position 
of the constitution, but some-
where in the middle. So they 
amended the constitution and 
the middle path was that let 
the Collegium be from differ-
ent sections of the society, that 
is, judges, the law ministers, 
eminent people, may be from 
the legal field or historian or 
whatever, and that ought to 
be the Collegium. It will be 
transparent, the records will 
be maintained, they will have 
public discussions, they will 
look at the names, they will 
find out how the lawyer is, 
what is his background etc 
etc and that his how they will 
be appointed. So, this would 
have been transparent. And 
as I used the phrase, I still 
remember in the court, that 
sunlight is the best disin-
fectant. So, this is what was 
proposed. Unfortunately, the 
court struck it down. In my 
view, the view of the court is 
linearly unsound and unac-
ceptable.

Tarun Nangia - Sir, do you 
say that you don’t agree with 
the judgement?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi 
- I don’t agree with the judge-
ment. But as long as the judge-
ment is there, everybody has 
to obey it.

Tarun Nangia - Yes.
MR- Till the judgement is 

overturned by the Supreme 
Court itself, God knows when 
will it happen. So, the fact is 
that the judges struck it down 
so that the power or responsi-
bility of appointment of judges 
remained with them.

Tarun Nangia - Yes.
Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 

And the government kind of 

becomes a rubber-stamp. If 
somebody recommends, it’s 
not really a recommendation. 
It is a direction. We direct that 
you appoint Mr. X because 
you have to issue the order of 
appointment. So, you issue 
and we will tell you.

Tarun Nangia - Sir also I’d 
like to know from you the 
Parliament passed a law, it 
was an Act, then after that it 
was struck down. Now, does 
this have sort of a precedent or 
this is also an unprecedented 
that the government passes 
a law? So, is there a crisis be-
tween the executive and the 
judiciary? Actually, you faced 
all this..

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - No, 
let’s go step-by-step. Parlia-
ment has the power to pass a 
law. The state legislature has 
the right to pass a state law. 
There are divisions in the con-
stitution as to what a state law 
can do and what a central law 
can do. But the court certainly 
has power to declare a law as 
unconstitutional. 

Tarun Nangia - Yes.
Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - It 

can declare that certain pro-
visions are bad. It can declare 
that the whole law is bad. But, 
there is a presumption of 
constitutionality or legality 
in favour of a law which has 
been passed. But, despite that 
it can be set aside. But what is 
important is, can a constitu-
tional amendment of this na-
ture where parliament passes 
a law with huge majority 
and the state assemblies also 
ratify the same amendments. 
So, virtually, it’s the country 
in that sense endorsing it. So, 
unless and until some very 
grave problem has occurred 
or grave mistake is done, the 
court should respect the view 
of the parliament and the 
legislatures. Unless, it is com-
pletely illegal, which I don’t 
think it was. And the court 
should have respected the 
vision of all the state legisla-
tures and the Parliament put 
together.

Tarun Nangia - Okay, that 
is a good, fair point. Sir, two 
questions I want to ask. First, 
your father has also been a 
judge. In 1972, Mr. Rohatgi 
was appointed as a judge. 
There is a lot said on the qual-
ity of judges India produced 
between 1950 to 70. The fin-
est of the judges had been to 
bench during this period. 
From 1975 onwards, we saw 
judges being superseded and 
judges actually being given 
very ad-hoc kind of appoint-
ments. So, you never had 
Chief Justices which were 
permanent. We had Chief Jus-
tices that were temporary ap-
pointments so that they were 
never made permanent and 
the government always kept 

their appointments hanging 
in balance. Then, the judicia-
ry over-reacted. Do you think 
this has had a deep impact 
on the psyche of the judicial 
community at large? Do you 
think those excesses were too 
much? In one appointment 
case, 44 judges were super-
seded by one government…

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
See, there is no doubt that 
the first period was a golden 
period of 1950 to 1975. As I 
told you 1975 was a jolt not 
only to the judiciary but to 
any independent institutions 
be it Election Commissions 
or be it any other institu-
tion. And that jolt gave rise 
to these cases in which there 
was a reaction. But, even then 
I would say that apart from 
this jolt which happened for 
2-3 years, in 1977, when the 
Janta Party came to power, it 
redressed these grievances. It 
removed certain laws which 
were passed in the emergen-
cy which were oppressive. It 
tried to redress the situation 
because some judges were 
ad-hoc High court judges. 
They were not confirmed and 
they were sent back as district 
judges which is a very grave 
insult. So, this government 
redressed it and those judges 
came back. Things moved rel-
atively smoothly. Till the early 
90s when the Second Judges 
case came in which this Col-
legium business came. If you 
ask my view having seen the 
scenario from 1978 when I 
started practice, in my view it 
was reasonable to assume that 
decent judges were appointed 
till the early 90s. But between, 
say 1995 or so till now, there 
has been a steady decline.

Tarun Nangia - That is a 
very important point you are 
making.

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
There is a steady decline. 
There may be another reason. 
One reason is the manner of 
selection. The other reason 
also is that if you don’t keep 
the pay of a judge at some kind 
of parity of what is going on…

Tarun Nangia - Pay parity of 
judges is very important…

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
Yes. So, pay parity of judges 
also has a role to play in the 
appointments. So, if the ap-
pointment system is flawed 
which I think is the Collegium 
system is. Some judges of the 
Supreme Court have openly 
said it is. Coupled with that 
you have this disparity be-
tween what a 40-year-old 
lawyer would earn and what 
a judge would earn… So these 
two reasons, I think, are the 
reasons...

Tarun Nangia - Because the 
oft-repeated talk in the judi-
cial circle is how many people 
with a flourishing practice 

as Rohinton Nariman would 
say I want to be elevated to 
the Bench. He is one of the few 
but how many lawyers with a 
flourishing practice would do 
that…

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
Justice Nariman is of-course 
one of the exceptions. He had 
great practice. But also he is 
an academician. He like to 
read and write, And then, he 
finally took it up for 4-5 years. 
It’s not that he has taken up 
for 20 years. A judge of a High 
court comes to the Supreme 
Court in 20 years. So effec-
tively from 45 to 65 which is 
the effective time in which you 
earn. So that is how…

Tarun Nangia - That is a 
very important point. Now 
taking forward your obser-
vation on the NJAC judgement 
in your view, if I’m not wrong, 
is a flawed judgement.

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - Yes.
Tarun Nangia - Now, two 

sitting judges of the Supreme 
Court, Justice Chelameswar 
and Justice Gogoi. When they 
gave this judgement of Justice 
Karnan case, they observed 
that the appointment of judg-
es needs to be rethought. Do 
you think the principal agreed 
on the argument that you pre-
sented on behalf of the govern-
ment?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - I 
hope so. And I think it’s a 
pointer in that direction. Be-
cause if you have appoint-
ments like that of Justice 
Karnan, the entire edifice of 
the judicial system would 
crumble if you have a couple 
of other Karnans moving 
around. The whole system 
will crumble.

Tarun Nangia - On this 
point, we’ll take a short break 
now. But after the break, we’ll 
discuss Mr. Rohatgi’s views on 
Justice Karnan episode, the 
National Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission and of 
course the impasse between 
the government and the judi-
ciary over the appointment of 
judges.

Tarun Nangia - Welcome 
back. We’ll now discuss with 
Mr. Rohatgi the NJAC case, 
Justice Karnan on whom he 
was speaking about and also 
on issue of frivolous PILs. Sir, 
I’d like to ask you when you 
were speaking about Justice 
Karnan, what sort of mes-
sage did the whole Karnan 
episode send to the judiciary? 
And what message did it give 
to you because you were argu-
ing? 

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - I 
found it personally very ago-
nizing. I was very sad that the 
system became a laughing 
stock in the whole country, in 
the whole world that you have 
a crazy sitting judge of a High 
Court who is issuing orders 
against the Supreme Court 
and it is with a heavy heart 
that I stood up in the court and 
said and such a judge must be 
sentenced for imprisonment 
for committing contempt of 
court in giving him complete 
opportunity to defend him-
self. But when I saw him, it 
was absolutely crazy the way 
that gentleman was reacting. 
The Supreme Court rightly 
convicted him for six months 
because I said on the opening 
date that you must remember, 
that is the court must remem-
ber, that it is one of theirs who 
is doing this. If you let him 
off in a lenient fashion, what 
will the public say? Are there 
different standards for judg-
ing a judge and for judging a 
private person?

Tarun Nangia - Sir after 
having spent close to three 
decades at the Bar, do you 
agree that successive govern-
ments have themselves ceded 
grounds or jurisdictions or re-
sponsibility to the courts? Will 

you agree to that? Mr. Jaitley 
also made an observation to 
that effect during the GST 
discussion in the Parliament.

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
No, I have no doubt about 
it. The governments have 
ceded grounds and this has 
happened soon after those 
Judges case. So for the last 25 
odd years till this government 
came, all the earlier govern-
ments were not really doing 
anything to stop the judiciary 
from encroaching into fields 
to which it didn’t belong. Now, 
the reason is that if somebody 
is encroaching your turf and 
you don’t say anything, then 
you keep going back to your 
ground, keep shrinking.

Tarun Nangia - But Sir, I 
want to ask this question. In 
February this year, when you 
were also the AGI, at that 
time the CJI Justice J.S. Khe-
har, while addressing a func-
tion attended by the Prime 
Minister and several senior 
ministers of this government. 
And I quote Justice Khehar, 
he said “sometimes it is not a 
pleasant experience to have 
an order set aside or altered 
or changed or modified. For 
that we assure you that we 
will keep within our bound-
ary.” So he said that while ad-
dressing to the Prime Minister. 
What message do you think 
or what did the CJI had in his 
heart when he said it?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - See, 
I don’t really know what was 
in his heart. But from what 
you say, that ought to be the 
current legal approach. The 
constitution provides for 
well-defined spheres of the 
legislatures, of the executive 
and the judiciary. That is how 
the Constitution was made. 
Idea was not that you would 
go into the second sphere and 
that the second sphere would 
go into the first sphere. But, 
for various reasons, and most-
ly because inaction of govern-
ments at times, the courts 
started doing jobs which it 
was not supposed to do. Then 
over the last 25 years, it has 
become the norm. Let me give 
you one case which I read re-
cently. That is the Narmanda 
case, the Sardar Sarovar case 
where they are building sev-
eral dams in Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh etc. That case was go-
ing on in the Supreme Court, I 
think, since year 2000 when I 
was an ASG. It is still going on. 
Now the court took upon itself 
to decide what should be the 
height of the dam, how much 
water should be released from 
this side, how much people 
should be rehabilitated in 
this fashion. Should it be land 
for land? Should it be money? 
Should it be money and land 
and all that? So this is…

Tarun Nangia - So these jobs 
best left to the executive…

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - Yes. 
It was going on for 17 years 
and the cost of the project 
went up at least 5 to 10 times 
because there were road-
blocks at every stage. But I 
must give credit to the cur-
rent Chief Justice who about 
two months ago when this 
case came up, was very firm 
in saying that we must finish 
this case. The case has to end 
somewhere. It cannot go on 
revolving…

Tarun Nangia - That’s a very 
important point.

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
And he heard the case for 
the whole day and put down 
certain directions and dis-
posed of the case. Otherwise, 
God knows when this case 
would have ended. And you 
have several scores of such 
cases in the Supreme Court 
and every High Court in the 
country which do may be 
well-intentioned, being mon-
itored by courts but have re-

sulted in huge roadblocks or 
impasse when many things 
are urgently required. Let me 
give you one very critical ex-
ample. You know all over the 
North-east, those are very 
woody and green areas. So, 
the Supreme Court is doing a 
PIL for the last 30 years that 
you can’t cut trees, you must 
maintain green-covers etc. It’s 
good ideals, nothing wrong 
with it. But, because of court 
management, so many cases, 
not much time devoted, no 
other authority to look into it 
except the Supreme Court. So 
if you have one Forest bench, 
which would say work in ev-
ery six months, has not sat for 
the last one and a half years.

Tarun Nangia - Has not 
sat for the last one and a half 
years…?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - No. 
So the result is that the Gov-
ernment of India, Ministry 
of Defence is unable to build 
roads because they are unable 
to cut trees. 

Tarun Nangia - And that 
is what the security implica-
tions of the country. 

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - It 
is the most important require-
ment in the country today. 
So, these are the roadblocks 
which have happened by vir-
tue of the courts extending 
its jurisdiction in the fields it 
should not have.

Tarun Nangia - Sir this is 
common perception that 
when the executive fails to 
deliver, the courts take up the 
job upon themselves. What 
do you make of the judiciary’s 
stand that when the executive 
fails, we are there to step in 
and administer.

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
See, firstly the Constitution 
does not give them the role. 
As I told you the spheres are 
defined. All day at the court 
should do or could do is to tell 
the government do a particu-
lar thing in a particular time 
frame, at best. See the con-
verse. The judiciary is unable 
to dispose off the number of 
pending cases. The system is 
creeking under the weight of 
several crore cases. It is com-
mon knowledge that it takes 
30 years, 40 years or 50 years 
for cases to end. What if the 
Parliament was to say tomor-
row that you Mr. Judiciary are 
unable to dispose off cases in 
20, 30 or 50 years, we should 
take away that job from you 
and we should start disposing 
off those cases. Would that be 
appropriate?

Tarun Nangia - So, you 
strongly object to this?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - So, 
therefore you must maintain 
a balance. There is a Laksh-
man Rekha provided in the 
Constitution that cannot be 
crossed.

Tarun Nangia - And one 
small question, Justice Mud-
gal who was our guest in our 
last episode of Legally Speak-
ing said that as a judge I can’t 
say that breaching the Laksh-
man Rekha is long but the ju-
diciary has the duty to nudge 
the executive with the right 
direction. And after nudg-
ing, you come back within 
the bounds of the Lakshman 
Rekha. Would you agree?

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi 
- I would agree with that be-
cause there is a great differ-
ence between nudging and 
steamrolling.

Tarun Nangia - On that note 
we end today’s episode of Le-
gally Speaking. Mr. Rohatgi 
thank you so much for being 
for being so frank and also 
giving us your time for this 
episode.

Sr. Adv. Mukul Rohatgi - 
Thank you so much for call-
ing me here.

Tarun Nangia - Thank you 
very much Sir.

 NJAC
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The Madras High 
Court in the case S 
Shanmugalatha and 

others v Union of India 
and others observed where 
a group of women has ap-
proached challenging the 
constitutional validity of 
Section 27(2) of the Assisted 
Reproductive Technology 
(the Regulation) Act, 2022. 
It has also been stated in the 
petition that while reading 
down of Section 21(b) of the 
Act so as to allow oocyte 
donors for making at least 
6 oocyte donations in their 
lifetime as per the guide-
lines issued by the Indian 
Council for Medical Re-
search (ICMR) Guidelines.

The bench comprising 
of Acting Chief Justice T 
Raja and Justice Bharatha 
Chakravarthy observed 
and has directed the pe-
titioners in the plea to 
submit additional docu-
ments in the nature of sci-
entific evidence to support 
 their claims.

The bench observed that 
as provided under section 
27 of the the Assisted Re-
productive Technology Act 
prescribes rules which are 
to be followed by the assist-
ed reproductive technology 
banks for sourcing gametes 
while Section 21 is taking 
about the general duties of 

assisted reproductive tech-
nology banks and clinics.

It has been contended by 
the petitioner that the provi-
sions of the ART Act restrict 
the number of times that oo-
cytes which can be donated, 
wherein resulting in huge 
wastage of oocytes and an 
astronomical increase in 

costs and for waiting time. 
Further, it has been submit-
ted that the provisions were 
being brought in before the 
court without any appli-
cation of mind. Thus, the 
petitioner contended that 
there would be an increase 
in treatment costs and a 
shortage of donors if the 

donor are being allowed to 
donate only once.

It has also been submit-
ted by the petitioner that 
specifying age restrictions 
for donors is per se illegal 
and in violation of Article 14 
and Article 21 of the Consti-
tution of India and also the 
woman’s right is affected to 

make reproductive choices 
which also comes within 
the dimension of personal 
liberty.

The petitioner stated the 
object of the legislature be-
ing to streamline the pro-
cess of Assisted Reproduc-
tion, wherein stating the 
mandatory provision of 

gamete collection by ART 
Bank which makes the en-
tire process more expensive 
and complicated for obtain-
ing of the donor gametes 
and is not in consonance 
with the purpose and object 
of the Act.

Accordingly, the court ad-
journed the matter.

MADRAS HIGH COURT: PLEA 
CHALLENGING PROVISIONS 
OF ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE 
TECHNOLOGY (REGULATION) ACT

IN COURT

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the 
case Parshavanath Charita-
ble Trust & Anr v All India 
Council For Tech Education 
& Ors observed and has al-
lowed the application moved 
by the Pharmacy Council of 
India’s (PCI), wherein seek-
ing permission to consider 
for the next academic year 
2023-24 the applications re-
ceived for the establishment 
of new pharmacy colleges.  

The bench comprising of 
Justice BR Gavai and Justice 
Vikram Nath was hearing 
the matter.

The Supreme Court on 
15.09.2022 approved the 
judgements of High Court 
which set aside the 5-year 
moratorium imposed by the 
PCI on the opening of new 
pharmacy colleges, the court 
had directed the authority to 
process the new applications. 
Thus, the permissions have 
been sought for considering 
these pending applications 
for the next academic year.

In the present case, the 
Solicitor General of India 
Tushar Mehta appeared 
for PCI with Advocates 
Somiran Sharma and Rana 
Prashant. The application 
moved seeks extension in 
time schedule laid down by 
the Supreme Court via its 
judgment dated 13.12.2012 
wherein a time schedule for 
approval process of institu-
tions, the grant and admis-

sion of admission process 
was laid down. As per the 
judgement and the last date 
of hearing of granting or 
refusing approval by the au-
thorities was not to be later 
than 10th April of the rel-
evant year, and the appeals, 
if any, which are supposed to 
be submitted by 30th April 
of the relevant year.

Therefore, the application 
being provided for details 
of previous years where 
the court had extended the 

deadline. It has been added 
that this year, due to an ex-
traordinary situation, an ex-
tension was required.

The bench observed while 
stating that the applicant 
was constrained by limited 
resources and the applica-
tions which needed to be 
processed and disposed of 
were large in number, it has 
also been highlighted in the 
application that there were 
several holidays falling in 
the month of October such 

as Dussehra, Diwali, bhai 
dooj, Govardhan Puja etc. It 
has been submitted by the 
applicant that number of 
working days had reduce. 
There were also being issues 
in respect of availability of 
human resources including 
difficulties in availability of 
inspectors, availability of 
officers in PCI office and the 
closure of other institutions 
due to festivals etc. Further, 
it has been submitted by the 
applicant that in October 

2022, the PCI online portal 
got blocked and thus the 
applicant could not carry 
out any work related to pro-
cessing of applications as all 
the documents which are in 
relation to institutions were 
only available on the portal 
in digital mode.

The applicant stated that 
the portal was not function-
ing, all the work had to be 
done manually and with lim-
ited number of staff. Thus, 
the same was taking a lot of 

time and it was impossible 
to hire trained manpower in 
such a short time for comple-
tion of approval of applica-
tions for the academic year 
2022-2023.

The court while consider-
ing the exigencies and ex-
traordinary situation, PCI 
requested to be allowed to 
process the pending applica-
tions for the next academic 
year that is, 2023-2024.

Accordingly, the court al-
lowed the same.

IN COURT

Supreme Court: Allowed Pharmacy Council Of India 
To Consider For 2023-24 The Application Received 
For New Colleges
TDG NETWORK 

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: SMALL TAX 
EFFECT; MONETARY LIMIT TO 
PREFER AN APPEAL BEFORE THE 
SUPREME COURT IS RS 2. CRORES

The Supreme Court in the 
case CIT Versus Swapnil 
Finance Pvt. Ltd observed 
and has disposed of the 
appeal on the ground of  
low tax effects.

The division bench com-
prising of Justice M.R. 
Shah and Justice Sudhans-
hu Dhulia observed and 
has stated that the mon-
etary limit to file an appeal 
before the Supreme Court 
is Rs. 2 crores.

It has been contended 
by the respective parties 
that the tax effect in both 
the appeals for the rel-
evant assessment years 
(1995–96 and 1996–97) 
would be less than Rs. 2 
crores, which is the mon-
etary limit to file an appeal 
before the Supreme Court, 
as per Circular F.No.390/
Misc/115/2017-IC dated 
August 22, 2019, being is-
sued by the Central Board 
of Indirect Taxes and Cus-

toms (CBIC).
It was observed that as 

per the CBIC circular dated 
August 22, 2019, the mon-
etary limit below which an 
appeal cannot be filed in 
CESTAT, the High Court, 
or the Supreme Court is Rs. 
50,00,000, Rs. 1,00,00,000 
and Rs.  2 ,00,00,000  
respectively.

It has been stated by the 
court that on the ground of 
low tax effect only, the pres-
ent appeals stand disposed 
of. However, the question of 
law is being kept open.

The counsels appearing 
for the appellant, Advo-
cates Balbir Singh, Arijit 
Prasad, Preeti Rani, Man-
ish Pushkarna, Gargi 
Khanna, Shashank Bajpai, 
Samarvir Singh, Prashant 
S ingh,  Shyam Gopal , 
Prasenjeet Mohapatra,  
Raj Bahadur Yadav

Advocates Amar Dave, 
P. S. Sudheer, Shruti Jose, 
the Counsel appearing  
for respondent.

TDG NETWORK 

IN COURT

DELHI HIGH COURT VACATION 
BENCHES TO HEAR URGENT CASES 
LISTED DURING WINTER VACATION 
FROM DECEMBER 24 TO JANUARY 3

The Delhi High Court will 
be hearing only urgent 
matters during the win-
ter vacations commenc-
ing from December 24 to J 
anuary 3, 2023.

However, as per the notifi-
cation released by Registrar 
General Ravinder Dudeja, 
the composition of the vaca-
tion benches are as follows:

 Justice Vibhu Bakhru 
and the Justice Amit Shar-
ma: from 24 December  
to 26 December

Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva 
and the Justice Saurabh Ba-
nerjee: from 27 December to 
29 December

Justice Najmi Waziri and 
the Justice Saurabh Ba-
nerjee: from 30 December 
 to 1 January

Justice Sanjeev Narula 
and the Justice Amit Ma-
hajan: from 2 January  
to 3 January

The notification released 
stated that the judges will 
first sit in Division Benches 
and then will be siting sin-
gly for hearing urgent civil, 
criminal matters and other 
matters, as the matters may 
be placed before them.

It has been stated in the 
notification, ‘Ordinarily 
the Hon’ble Judges will be 
siting in Court on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday and 
such other days as they may 
think to fit at 10.30 A.M. 
The said sitting may be 
continued for the next suc-
ceeding day if the matter is 
being fixed for any day and 
are not finished on that day.

Further, it has been added 
that in case if any judge is 
not available on any day for 
any unforeseen reason, the 
other judge may be sitting 
alone subject to the condi-
tion that the judge shall not 
be dismissing the matters of 
the division bench.

TDG NETWORK 



The long running legal battle 
between Amber Heard and 
Johnny Depp is near its set-
tlement as Amber Heard will 
pay Hollywood star and for-
mer husband Johnny Depp 
$1 million. The duo has been 
fighting the legal battle in 
which both of them accused 
each other for domestic vio-
lence. 

Initially she was ordered 
to pay $8.35 million after a 
six-week trial in Virginia. As 
per the reports, the payment 
is expected to come from her 
insurance carrier. 

In a statement, Depp’s at-
torneys said that he would 
donate the money to char-
ity. His attorneys have previ-
ously said that the case was 
“never about the money” for 
Depp. In her own statement, 
Heard said she had “lost faith 
in the American legal sys-
tem”. She also said that the 

settlement spares her the or-
deal of further litigation and 
allows her to finally “emanci-
pate” herself from their mar-
riage. 

Heard took to her insta-
gram and said that she is has 
decided to settle the case and 
agreed to pay her former hus-
band $1 million over claims 
he physically abused her.

“After a great deal of delib-
eration I have made a very 
difficult decision to settle the 

defamation case. I make this 
decision having lost faith 
in the American legal sys-
tem, where my unprotected 
testimony served as enter-
tainment and social media 
fodder. Now I finally have 
an opportunity to emanci-
pate myself from something 
I attempted to leave over six 
years ago and on terms I can 
agree to,” she said. “I have 
made no admission,” said 
Heard.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chairman Imran Khan on 
Monday blamed the coalition government of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif for the terrorist attack in Bannu, reported 
Geo News.

He said the ‘imported government’ has failed to deal with 
cross-border attacks by “security forces of a ‘friendly’ Afghan 
government”. Taking to his official Twitter handle, Khan said: 
“Apart from running our economy to the ground, this import-
ed government has failed to deal with the 50 per cent increase 
in terrorism in Pakistan with incidents from Chaman to Swat 
to Lakki Marwat to Bannu.”

A day earlier, four police personnel were martyred and as 
many others wounded in an overnight terrorist attack on the 
Bargai Police Station of Lakki Marwat area.

Terrorists launched an armed assault on the police station 
from two sides. A fierce exchange of fire took place between 
the police and the outlaws that left four policemen dead and 
as many injured, reported Geo News.

The attackers escaped after the assault. Police have launched 
a search operation in the area for the saboteurs.

“While our soldiers, police [and] local [people] are giving 
daily sacrifices with their lives, the worst part is that this 
increasing terrorist threat [and] attacks from across our 
Western border are finding no space in the discourse of this 
government of a cabal of crooks,” the former prime minister 
wrote referring to the incident.

He went on to say that the Pakistan Democratic Movement-
led government is only interested in their NRO II and its pres-
ervation, reported Geo News.

“Therefore, despite the economy tanking, they are petri-
fied of holding elections which is the only way to stabilise the 
economy through political stabilisation,” he said renewing his 
demand for fresh elections.
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on 22 December

Newly-elected members 
of Nepal’s lower House 
set to take oath

The first meeting of Nepal’s newly-elected lower House will be 
held on 22 December.

The Parliament secretariat announced that the oath-taking 
ceremony of newly-elected representatives will take place on 
Thursday at 1 pm (local time). Elections were held in the Hi-
malayan nation last month. 

The timing for swearing-in ceremony of new representa-
tives has been decided and the process of identifying the el-
dest member (on the basis of age) of the House is being carried 
out.

MPs will take oath during the meeting of the House. While 
the eldest member will be sworn in by the President, the 
other members will be sworn in by eldest member who will 
be the pro-tem Speaker. Dr Rojnath Pandey, spokesperson of 
the Federal Parliament Secretariat, said that they have sent a 
letter to the Election Commission to identify the senior-most 
member of the House.

Among the newly-elected members, the age details of Chitra 
Bahadur KC, Mahantha Thakur, Mahendra Roy Yadav and 
Pashupati ShumsherRana appear to have been scrutinized.

According to the final results published by Election Com-
mission, the Nepali Congress has secured the highest 89 seats 
with CPN-UML (Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marx-
ist Leninist) tailing second with 78, Maoist Centre with 32, 
Rastriya Swatantra Party with 20, Rastriya Prajatantra Party 
with 14 and Janata Samajbadi Party with 12 out of total 275 
seats. 

If any member wishes to take the oath of office in his mother 
tongue, he shall arrange a translation of the oath paper into 
the concerned language and inform the parliament-secretar-
iat three days before the oath-taking ceremony. According to 
the information provided by the secretariat, as many as 36 
members had taken oath in 11 “mother tongues” (excluding 
Nepali) after the House of Representatives elections till 2017.

The Taiwanese gov-
ernment has said it 
will fine Apple sup-

plier Foxconn for an unau-
thorized investment from 
China even after the compa-
ny agreed to sell its stake to 
another Chinese company, 
Focus Taiwan reported.

The Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, on December 17, 
said that Hon Hai, which 
is 99.99 per cent owned by 
Shanghai-listed communi-
cation network equipment 
subsidiary Foxconn Indus-
trial Internet Co. (FII), could 
face a fine of up to Taiwan-
ese Dollars 25 million. This 
development came after 
Foxconn, on December 16, 
said in a filing to the Taipei 
stock exchange its subsid-
iary in China had agreed to 
sell its entire equity stake in 
Tsinghua Unigroup to Yan-

tai Haixiu semiconductor 
development center for no 
less than 5.38 billion Chi-
nese yuan (US$722 million).

The very next day, Fox-
conn posted another state-
ment on the Taipei Stock 
Exchange that it has decided 
to sell the stake to avoid the 
uncertainty over the com-
pany’s investment strate-
gies resulting from a delay 

of the deal, given that the 
procedure to invest could 
still not be finalized after 
several months passed.

It also added that another 
reason behind this was also 
aimed at allowing the com-
pany to have more flexibil-
ity in capital management, 
according to Focus Taiwan.

According to Hon Hai, 
Xinwei Fund controls a 

48.91 percent stake in an-
other Chinese firm with 
a 20 percent stake in Bei-
jing Zhiguangxin Holding, 
which owns a 100 percent 
stake in debt-ridden Tsing-
hua Unigroup after a busi-
ness restructuring.

According to Focus Tai-
wan, Foxconn in a state-
ment disclosed that in July 
FII’s Xinwei Fund had 
invested in Tisnghua Uni-
group for 5.38 billion yuan. 
But the decision on the in-
vestment raised concerns 
that it would help strength-
en China’s chipmaking 
capability and boost its 
competitive edge interna-
tionally, a move some ar-
gued will compromise Tai-
wan’s national security, at a 
time when Taipei is forging 
closer ties with Washing-
ton amid escalating threats 
from Beijing.

The investment in Tsin-
ghua Unigroup had been 

made without prior ap-
proval from the authorities 
in TaiwanIn an investor 
conference held in mid-
August, Hon Hai Chair-
man Liu Young-way said 
the company had a backup 
plan if it failed to secure reg-
ulatory approval in Taiwan 
for its investment Tsinghua 
Unigroup.

In recent years, Hon Hai 
has intensified its efforts to 
diversify its product port-
folio through the “3 plus 
3” initiative, referring to 
three emerging industries  
electric vehicles, robotics, 
and digital health care  that 
utilize artificial intelligence, 
semiconductor, and com-
munication technologies 
in a bid to transform itself 
from a pure contract elec-
tronics manufacturer to a 
company which can inte-
grate its hardware and soft-
ware strengths, reported 
Focus Taiwan. 

Apple supplier
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On 16 December, Foxconn said in a filing to the Taipei stock 
exchange that its subsidiary in China had agreed to sell its entire 
equity stake in Tsinghua Unigroup.

The House committee investigating the 6 January insurrec-
tion voted to approve the referral of multiple criminal charges 
against former US president Donald Trump, reported CNN.

It will be up to the Justice Department whether to indict 
Trump, but the congressional investigation—with its find-
ings—may help the case against the former president and its 
final report will be released on Wednesday. According to the 
panel, Trump was ultimately responsible for the insurrection, 
laying out for the public and the Justice Department a trove of 
evidence for why he should be prosecuted for multiple crimes.

The committee held its last public session Monday, marking 
the end of the panel’s expansive probe into the riot and Trump’s 
role in the violence, reported CNN.

While the referrals will largely be symbolic in nature—as the 
panel lacks prosecutorial powers and the DOJ does not need a 
referral from Congress to investigate crimes—committee mem-
bers stressed the move serves as a way to document their views. 
Attorney General Merrick Garland will make the ultimate call 
on charging decisions.

The summary describes in extensive detail how Trump tried 
to overpower, pressure and cajole anyone who wasn’t willing 
to help him overturn his election defeat—while knowing that 
many of his schemes were unlawful. His relentless arm-twisting 
included election administrators in key states, senior Justice 
Department leaders, state lawmakers, and others. The report 
even suggests possible witness tampering with the committee’s 
investigation, reported CNN.

conGressionAl probe

lAwmAkers urGe criminAl 
chArGes AGAinsT Trump in 
6 jAnuArY insurrecTion

‘imporTeD GovT’

Imran blames 
Sharif’s govt for 
rise in terrorism

‘DesperATe neeD’

implemenT lAw AGAinsT orGAn 
hArvesTinG: TAiwAn leGislATors

The forced organ harvest-
ing from Falun Gong prac-
titioners (who believe in the 
cultivation of moral charac-
ter through forbearance) in 
China has been the largest-
scale atrocity in the world, 
and the Taiwanese traveling 
to the country are either or-
gan recipients or transplant 
surgeon, NTD news report-
ed citing experts.

While addressing the 
presser on the eve of In-
ternational Human Rights 
Day, Theresa Chu, a human 
rights lawyer and the chair 
of the Universal Declaration 
on Combating and Prevent-
ing Forced Organ Harvest-
ing steering committee 
said, “So, it is imperative 
that Taiwan implement 
the criminal law to protect 
our citizens from becom-
ing complicit in this crime 
against humanity.” Notably, 
the UDCPFOH was issued 
in 2021 by five NGOs from 
the United States, Europe, 
Taiwan, South Korea, and 
Japan. And now, the list of 
co-signatories from around 
the world has increased and 
joined hands to support the 

Universal Declaration, ac-
cording to NTD news.

The Taiwan legislators 
across the party had pro-
posed a criminal law to pun-
ish the harvester of forced 
organ transplant.

In the press conference, 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (DPP) legislator Hsu 
Chih-Chieh said that this 
practice especially takes 
place in China where forced 
organ harvesting from liv-
ing prisoners of conscience 
has been going on for two 
decades.

“We believe that all of 
humanity should stand up 
and condemn and stop the 
practice of live organ har-
vesting.”

“I also invite the parlia-
ments and human rights 
defenders of the world’s 
leading countries to work 
together to promote legisla-
tion to build a global protec-
tive net against the atrocity 
of live harvesting. Together, 
we defend freedom, democ-
racy, and human rights!”

Taiwanese lawmakers’ 
action received global sup-
port. During the press con-
ference, a video was played 
where the leaders from 
across the world sent their 

support message, reported 
NTD news.

Lord David Alton, Brit-
ish House of Lords, said, “it 
was Jiang Zemin the former 
leader of the CCP who gave 
orders to eradicate Falun 
Gong and in his words ‘by 
any means necessary,’ and 
he set up the 610 Office, 
which was instructed to 
carry out those orders.”

“These crimes against hu-
manity may well have been 
carried out also against 
Uyghur Muslims, Tibetan 
Buddhists, and Christians.”

Confirming that forced 
organ harvesting is still oc-
curring in China, Korean 
TV producer and media 
personality Kim Hyun-
Chul said, “I visited the 
largest organ transplant 
hospital in China to expose 
the inside story of illegal 
organ transplants and our 
documentary was widely 
circulated in Korea. I later 
attended the China Tribu-
nal in London, UK as a wit-
ness to tell the world what 
I saw and heard [in China]. 
The whole truth has been 
revealed. It is a fact that live 
organ harvesting and illegal 
transplants are taking place 
in China.”

ArTificiAl inTelliGence

Abu DhAbi AirporT lAunches biomeTric 
service, fAce will be The boArDinG pAss

The UAE launched a biometric service 
at the Abu Dhabi airport on Monday, 
by virtue of which no passport or ticket 
will be required anymore and a pas-
senger’s face will be his boarding pass, 
reported Khaleej Times.

The solutions will be implemented at 
select self-service baggage touchpoints, 
immigration e-gates, and boarding 
gates and then applied across all pas-
senger touchpoints at the airport. 

Abu Dhabi-based tech company, 
NEXT50, will introduce its cutting-
edge AI solutions alongside global 
artificial intelligence and technol-
ogy solutions partners IDEMIA and 
SITA at select self-service baggage 
touchpoints, immigration e-gates and 
boarding gates before implementing 
the technology across all passenger 
touchpoints in the airport, reported 
Khaleej Times newspaper.

The new technology will enhance the 
passenger journey and establish Mid-
field Terminal Building as the first in-
ternational airport with biometric ca-

pabilities at all customer touchpoints.
NEXT50 CEO Ibrahim Al Mannaee 

underlined that the biometrics project 
comes as part of the Emirate’s digital 
transformation vision.

“Once the project is fully realised, 
the airport will be the only airport in 
the region with biometric solutions 
implemented across all customer 
touchpoints, contributing to Abu 
Dhabi Airport’s vision to become the 
operator of the most technology-driv-
en airport in the world, providing a 
seamless journey to all its passengers. 
We are proud to be joining forces with 
IDEMIA and SITA and offering our 
expertise in artificial intelligence and 
data sciences to make this initiative a 
reality,” said Al Mannaee.

Once the project is implemented, 
it will offer passengers a convenient, 
simplified, contactless and hygienic 
experience from ‘curb-to-gate’. This 
will result in reduced wait times and 
less time queuing for passengers, re-
ported Khaleej Times.

Eng Jamal Salem Al Dhaheri, MD 
and CEO of Abu Dhabi Airports, 
said, “The phase one deployment of 

advanced biometrics at Abu Dhabi In-
ternational Airport further cements 
our commitment to shape the future 
of airport experiences by delivering 
innovation and technology that drives 
efficiency, convenience and service 
excellence. 

Upon final completion of the project, 
Abu Dhabi will be home to the world’s 
first airport to include every touch 
point in the biometric journey, pro-
viding travellers with a seamless, safe 
and secure passenger experience.”

The systems will use hi-tech biomet-
ric cameras to verify passenger details 
along several touchpoints in the air-
port, which includes the self-service 
baggage drop, passport control, busi-
ness class lounge and boarding gates, 
rHani El Assaad, president Middle 
East and Africa, SITA, said, “The 
airport of the future will be driven by 
technology that enables safe, seam-
less, and easy travel every step of the 
way. This latest deployment showcas-
es the power of Smart Path to deliver a 
fluid journey where a passenger’s face 
becomes their boarding pass, from 
check in to boarding.”

lonG leGAl bATTle

Amber heArD To pAY $1 million 
To johnnY Depp in seTTlemenT

The duo has been fighting the legal battle in which both Amber 
Heard and Johnny Depp accused each other of domestic violence.

top of the day

sikh mAn 
chArGeD wiTh 
murDer of wife 
in cAnADA
SURREY: A Sikh man 
has been charged with 
second-degree murder 
for stabbing his wife at 
their home in Canada’s 
British Columbia 
province, CBC reported 
citing police. The accused, 
identified as Navinder Gill 
(40), was charged with 
killing his wife, Harpreet 
Kaur Gill, 40, who died in 
hospital on Wednesday, 
December 7 after she was 
found with multiple stab 
wounds. After finding the 
victim, the police arrested 
the accused from the 
scene of the incident but 
he was released the very 
next day. On Thursday, 
he was rearrested by 
the Integrated Homicide 
Investigation Team, an of-
ficial said on Friday. Police 
are not releasing any 
further information about 
their investigation, saying 
the case is now before 
the courts. This incident 
comes just days after a 
21-year-old Sikh woman 
was shot dead outside 
a gas station in Missis-
sauga, Canada.

blAsT leAves AT 
leAsT 13 injureD 
in bAlochisTAn’s 
khuzDAr
BALOCHISTAN : At 
least thirteen persons 
were injured on Monday 
in a powerful blast in 
Balochistan’s Khuzdar 
city, reported Geo News. 
The explosive device blew 
up on a two-way road 
near the Umar Farooq 
intersection in the city, 
the police said. The two 
injured are said to be in 
critical condition. The 
area has been cordoned 
off by law enforcers and 
the injured were shifted 
to the Teaching Hospital, 
reported Geo News. 
Law enforcement agen-
cies have cordoned off the 
area to start an investiga-
tion as well as ascertain 
the intensity of the blast. 
A day earlier, four police 
personnel were martyred 
and as many others 
wounded in an overnight 
terrorist attack on the 
Bargai Police Station 
of Lakki Marwat area, 
reported Geo News.

six, incluDinG 
suspecT, DeAD 
in cAnADA 
shooTinG
OTTAWA: Six people, 
including the suspect, 
were killed and one 
person was seriously 
injured in a shooting at a 
condominium building in 
Vaughan city of Canada 
on Sunday, York Regional 
Police said. Police are 
conducting a probe into 
the incident that took 
place in Vaughan city in 
Ontario province. “Five 
victims and one suspect 
deceased, one victim in 
hospital, following an 
active shooter incident 
at a condo on Jane 
St., Vaughan. Police 
Investigation is ongoing,” 
York Regional Police 
said in a press release. 
The victim, who was 
injured, has been taken 
to hospital and is in a 
serious condition. Police 
officers were called to 
the residential building 
located on Jane Street at 
approximately 7:20 pm 
(local time) on December 
18 for a report of an 
active male shooter who 
had shot several victims. 
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Last rites of 
Border Security 

Force (BSF) 
veteran and 

hero of the 
India-Pakistan 
1971 war, Naik 
(Retd) Bhairon 
Singh Rathore 

being held with 
full honours, at 
Solankiya Tala, 

in Jodhpur on 
Tuesday. He 

passed away at 
the age of 81 on 

Monday. ANI

BIDDING ADIEU

NetizeNs laud team iNdia for 
wiNNiNg fiH womeN’s NatioNs Cup
The Indian women’s hockey team was representing the 
country with pride while everyone was busy with the 
FIFA World Cup. The Women in Blue won the cham-
pionship in the competition’s first year after defeating 
Spain 1-0. 

#IndiaHockeyWomensTeam quickly rose to the top of 
trending as everyone was proud of their win. 

Kiran Bedi tweeted, “Are you done with FIFA World 
cup?? Here comes the real proud moment. Indian Wom-
en’s Hockey Team defeated Spain 1-0 in the Final to win 
the FIH Women’s Nations Cup 2022 in Valencia, Spain 
yesterday. While we were busy cheering for Argentina. 
So proud of our daughters.”

“With the support and love from everyone, Team & we 
have just delivered the best performance with all our ef-
forts and got back the Gold Medal. It’s double the celebra-
tion today, as we received Gold in the FIH Hockey Na-
tions Cup 2022 and also, we qualified in the FIH Hockey 
Pro-League,” posted Hockey player Vandana Katariya.

I am opening 
‘Mohabbat ka 
dukaan’ (a shop of 
love) in ‘nafrat ka 
bazaar’ (the market 
of hatred). This is 
my response to BJP 
leaders who ask why 
I am doing this yatra.

— Rahul Gandhi

BrAIN-pIckING

Congress leader, calling his Bharat Jodo Yatra as 
‘Mohabbat ka dukaan’.

INSpIrATION 

‘Avatar: The Way of 
Water’ is not just 
successful at the 

box office; it is also motivat-
ing children to get creative.

A group of students from 
Puducherry’s Seliamedu 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School channelised 
their love for the James 
Cameron blockbuster by 
creating figurines of the 
lead characters Neytiri, Jake 
Sully, and the Great Leonop-
teryx.

S a n t o s h  a n d  Nav a-
neethakrishnan, the two 
students, created the figu-
rines as a way of welcoming 
the Zoe Saldana-starrer film 
in India. It took them a week 
to create the immaculate fig-
ures, imitating the original 
characters of the sci-fi film. 
They were created entirely 
from natural waste mate-
rial that is easily available 
in rural areas, like coconut 
shells, Mandara leaves, and 
palm leaves.

Prior to this, the students 
had already made a sculp-
ture of Tamilisai, which 
received great appreciation 
from the people around 
them.

‘Avatar: The Way of Wa-

ter’ stars Zoe Saldana, Sam 
Worthington, Sigourney 
Weaver, Stephen Lang, Cliff 
Curtis, Joel David Moore, 
CCH Pounder, Edie Falco, 
Jemaine Clement, and Kate 
Winslet.

As per Deadline, behind 
the scenes, reports have 
claimed that the production 
budget alone for the film has 
reached USD 250 million.

The script for the sci-
fi blockbuster has been 
penned by Cameron and 
Josh Friedman. 20th Cen-
tury Studios released the 
movie in English, Hindi, 
Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 
and Malayalam on 16 De-
cember 2022. Most theatres 
in Tamil Nadu are screening 
the film as early as 4 a.m.

According to trade analyst 
Taran Adarsh, ‘Avatar: The 
Way of Water’ has opened to 
record numbers of over Rs 
41 crore across India. These 
are the second-highest num-
bers among all Hollywood 
films released in India on 
their first day.

The film’s Rs 41-crore 
opening puts it over films 
like ‘Avengers: Infinity War’, 
‘Doctor Strange in the Mul-
tiverse of Madness’ and ‘Spi-
der-Man: No Way Home’. It 
only trails the 2019 block-
buster ‘Avengers: Endgame’.  

NOw chEck OUT ENvIrONmENT 
frIENDly ‘AvATAr’ fIGUrINES

How FIFA WC’s viewership 
on OTT overtook TV

In a major feat, online view-
ership in India during a 
global marquee sports event 
went past traditional televi-
sion for the first time during 
Sunday’s World Cup final 
between Argentina and 
France.

As many as 32 million 
viewers tuned in to JioCin-
ema on the final day of the 
FIFA World Cup Final as Ar-
gentina picked up the FIFA 
World Cup Trophy for the 
first time since 1986. Accord-
ing to an official statement 
from JioCinema, over 110 
million viewers consumed 
the content on digital, mak-
ing India one of the highest 
digital viewership markets 
for the FIFA World Cup.

The FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 attracted India’s 
attention with a mam-
moth 40 billion minutes of 
watch time being clocked 
across Sports18 and JioCin-
ema, which continued to be 
the No. 1 downloaded free 
app on iOS and Android 
throughout the tournament, 
the statement said.

“We promised to give con-
sumers easy access to the 

world-class presentation of 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, and on the back of that, 
the tournament became the 
most-watched global sports 
event on digital, where India 
has not participated,” said 
Viacom18 Sports CEO Anil 
Jayaraj.

This demonstrated the 
power of digital and the 
preference viewers and fans 
have shown for consuming 
their favourite events. Not 
only did brands partner 
with the world’s most pres-
tigious football tournament 
on JioCinema and Sports18, 
which garnered recall like 
never before, according to 
Jayaraj in the statement.

“Over 50 brands across 
ecommerce, banking, fi-
nancial services, auto, fash-
ion, hospitality, and fintech 
leveraged the quadrennial 
showpiece’s potential to 
reach their audience,” the 
statement said.

Argentina triumphed in 
an intensely fought final on 
Sunday night, in what was 
Argentina’s talisman Lionel 
Messi’s final World Cup. Af-
ter finishing all square at the 
end of the second half of ex-
tra time, Argentina won the 
final 4-2 on penalties.  
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Best of 2022: Celebrity photos that 
broke the internet

TAj mAhAl GETS 
rS 1 crOrE wATEr BIll

SENSATION 

whOOpING 

fEAT

The relationship between 
celebrities and the internet 
is an interesting one because 
while sometimes the internet 
can make a random person 
into a celebrity, sometimes 
it’s the celebrity that breaks 
the internet.

The past year brought its 
fair share of celebrity slip-
ups, surprises, and down-
right scandals that gave pop 
culture fans something to 
talk about for all 12 months. 
Whether strategically 
planned or genuine, check 
out these five celebrity pic-
tures that broke the internet 
in 2022.

Kim KardasHiaN iN 
marilyN moNroe 
dress 
Kim Kardashian’s decision to 
wear a legendary dress spe-
cifically crafted for Marilyn 
Monroe at the 2022 Met Gala 
was met with mixed views. 
Whether you like or dislike 
the look, the beauty mogul 
generated a major moment 
on the red carpet and elicited 
a massive response on social 
media.

will smitH’s osCar 
slap
When Will Smith charged 
on stage at this year’s Oscar 
ceremony and slapped co-
median Chris Rock across 
the face, audiences knew 
that this slap would be heard 
across the world and would 

go down as one of the most 
controversial moments on 
live TV.

Hailey BieBer aNd 
seleNa gomez’s 
sNap
Despite trolls and the online 
narrative surrounding Hai-

ley Bieber and Selena Go-
mez’s relationship, the duo 
decided to take matters into 
their own hands and were 
photographed together at 
the Academy Museum Gala 
in Los Angeles.

Harry styles, 
CHrisy piNe aNd tHe 
spit gate!
‘Don’t Worry, Darling’ by 
Olivia Wilde has been full 
of controversies. This year, 
video footage purport-
edly showing Harry Styles 
“spitting” on Chris Pine as 
the singer-turned-actor sat 
down at the film’s Venice 
Film Festival fueled rumours 
of on-set brawls and feuds. 

The rumours were later 
debunked, but it did make 
one of the lists of the most 
famous moments of 2022. 

raNveer siNgH’s 
Nude pHoto sHoot
Ranveer Singh wore noth-
ing but his birthday suit for 
a photo shoot and the rest 
is history. The images from 
Ranveer’s photoshoot for 
Paper Magazine were posted 
online on 21 July. In the im-
ages, Ranveer is seen wear-
ing no clothes. In one of the 
images, he was seen lying on 
a rug naked recreating Burt 
Reynold’s photograph. It 
not only went viral but also 
brought him legal trouble.                      

The Agra Municipal Corporation has served notices on the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) asking it to pay property 
tax and water bills for the iconic Taj Mahal.

According to officials of the ASI, a notice for water tax and 
one for property tax have been issued. The ASI has been 
asked to pay around Rs 1.40 lakh and Rs 1 crore as water tax.

ASI’s Superintending Archaeologist (Agra Circle) Raj Patel 
said, “A notice for water tax and one for property tax has been 
issued. The property tax is around Rs 1.40 lakh and the water 
tax is around Rs 1 crore”.
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fIvE SUrprISING wAyS 
TO INcrEASE yOUr wATEr 
intake 
Our daily lives depend on drinking water. although 
it doesn’t taste nearly as good as our preferred 
coffee or sodas, it is essential to maintaining our 
mind and body at their best. Trying to increase 
your daily water intake can seem monotonous 
and repetitive, especially in the winter. however, 
it doesn’t have to be so difficult if you use a few 
straightforward strategies. here are five ways to 
increase your water intake:

add flavour 
By steeping fresh fruit, vegetable slices, 
and herbs in your carafe, you can add 
a little flavour and excitement. each 
cup will taste better the longer you let 

it steep. You can also experiment with different 
combinations, such as basil and lemon or cucum-
ber and mint.

driNK after BatHroom BreaK
linking drinking water to one of your 
most frequent daily activities—using 
the bathroom—will help you establish 
a habit. it’s simply another means of 

incorporating the habit into your regular activities. 
You’ll already be getting up, so now is the ideal 
opportunity to fill up your bottle or glass at the 
water faucet.

sip Before every meal
if you’re making dinner at home, drink 
while you’re preparing and cooking it. 
when the waitress comes by to collect 
drink orders if you’re dining out, request 

water. Drink water while you wait for your lunch to 
cook up. Drink your water, even if you’re putting 
together a snack. You’ll be able to drink more 
water by following this straightforward tip.

dilute sugary driNKs 
if you’re drinking something very sweet, 
such as juice, lemonade, or iced tea, 
dilute it by adding ice or even by add-
ing some water to the cup. You’ll still 

receive the sweetness you’re wanting while also 
drinking more water.

Keep reusaBle water Bottle 
Making your daily goal necessitates 
easy access to water, and that will be 
possible if you have your water bottle 
with you at all times. a visual reminder 

to savour it throughout the day is provided by see-
ing the bottle there. additionally, you can fill it up 
the night before so that it will be ready for you to 
quench your thirst first thing in the morning.

— AlIshA louIs

#iNdiaHoCKeywomeNsteam

lionel Messi lifting FIFA world cup trophy. 

harry styles, Chrisy Pane and the spit gate. selena and hailey.

will smith slapping Chris rock. 

kim kardashian at Met Gala. 

ranveer singh photoshoot. 

santosh and Navaneethakrishnan with Avatar figurines. 



Grand alliance move

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar greeting Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav at Raj Bhavan in Patna.

Nitish Kumar walking out of the NDA alliance with BJP, ensuring yet another power shift in Bihar.

Source:  IndiaTV

Source: Times of India 
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ShIfTIng 
Power 
DynamIcS In 
BIhar PolITIcS 

The TumulTuous Journey of  
The mahaGaThbandhan
The mahagathbandhan or grand alliance was formed in 2015 prior to the assembly elec-
tions in the state and was very successful, winning 178 out of the 243 seats. however, the BJP 
managed to secure the highest vote share out of all the parties (24.4 per cent), although it only 
managed to win 53 seats. Despite the huge victory, due to internal divisions, nitish Kumar 
led the JD(U) out of the alliance and joined hands with the BJP to secure power in the state. 
Due to the internal division in the alliance and the corruption charges against rJD chief lalu 
Prasad yadav, Kumar flipped sides and joined hands with the BJP, in a huge shift in a span of 
14 hours. During the 2020 state elections, the BJP and JD(U)-led national Democratic alliance 
(nDa) fought against the mahagathbandhan led by the rJD and secured the state with 125 
seats. The mahagathbandhan emerged as the principal opposition and managed to secure 
110 seats. however, the nDa alliance in the state lasted for a little over a year, after which in 
august 2022, Kumar left the BJP-led coalition again, and staked claim to the state with the 
support of 164 mlas as the head of the mahagathbandhan. Kumar was elected as the chief 
minister of Bihar for the eighth time following this manoeuvre. 

earlier last week, Bihar chief minister 
nitish Kumar announced that the rash-
triya Janata Dal (rJD) leader and his 

deputy, Tejashwi Prasad yadav will be leading 

the state’s mahagathbandhan (grand alliance) 
in the 2025 assembly elections. 

The announcement came days after the al-
liance suffered losses in the by-polls held in 
the state. The mahagathbandhan in Bihar was 
formed in 2015 and consists of members of the 
United Progressive alliance (UPa) including 
the rJD, Kumar’s Janata Dal United (JDU), In-
dian national congress (Inc), and other left 
parties such as the communist Party of India 
(cPI). The mahagathbandhan’s journey in the 
state has been tumultuous, with the JD(U) leav-

ing the alliance in 2017 to join hands with the 
opposition party, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) briefly 2017, to secure power in the state. 
The JD(U) once again switched sides in august 
2022, leaving the BJP and securing power in 
the state as the head of the mahagathbandhan. 
while many believe the announcement could 
indicate an impending merger between the 
JD(U) and rJD ahead of the 2024 national elec-
tions, others think the announcement leaves 
room for the BJP to wrestle the power of the 
state from the hands of the grand alliance. 

Shreya MaSkara



Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav addressing a public rally.
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav, and former Governor of 
Nagaland and Kerala Nikhil Kumar gather together following a party meeting.

Nitish Kumar hands over the baton to Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav.

Source: India TodaySource: Open Verse

Source: India Today
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Contributing reports by Muskan Agrawal, Meherin Singh Kalsey and Aditi 
Agrawal, Researchers at Polstrat

Political analysts also state Nitish Kumar is attempting to play into his national 
ambitions by stepping aside from state politics. However, Kumar himself has 
said that he will not be contesting for the position of Chief Minister or Prime 
Minister and his only goal is to help defeat the BJP in the 2024 national elec-
tions. Overall, there has been a huge erosion in the JD(U)’s core voter base, 
especially amongst non-Yadav OBCs and Mahadalits, in addition to the loss 
of support amongst upper castes, after the party’s split with the BJP. Although 
the RJD lost the 2020 election without the support of the JD(U), analysts and 
commentators took note of Yadav’s rise to prominence as a youth leader, in 
particular to the tough challenge the party was able to give the NDA, despite its 
loss. Especially noteworthy is the fact that Yadav broadened the RJD’s electoral 
base and appeal beyond its traditional Muslim-Yadav (MY factor) base in the 
state, to focus on a call for economic justice. His campaign focused on issues 

of development and unemployment rampant in the state, which appealed to 
a lot of voters. If the 2025 polls are likely to turn into a contest between the 
BJP and the RJD, the BJP will have to cater to the changing political climate 
in the state, where caste equations currently continue to favour the grand 
alliance. However, the BJP’s election machinery and brand Modi, including 
its poll planks of development are likely to also give tough competition to the 
Mahagathbandhan in the state. 

What Will happen in 2025?

hoW is the poWer in Bihar politics shifting? 

results of the Bihar Bypolls 2022

After months of speculation, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar publicly 
announced on 13th December that after the results of the by-polls he will 
be handing over the charges for the 2025 Assembly Elections to his deputy 
and RJD chief, Tejashwi Yadav. Nitish Kumar has been the Chief Minister 
of Bihar for over 17 years, except for a brief period in 2014-16, during which 
Jitan Ram Manji came to power. Kumar’s party, the Janata Dal, which won 
a record mandate in 2010, has now fallen to the number three position in 
the state, trailing behind both the RJD and the BJP, both in terms of the 
number of votes and seats. Given this, it was already highly unlikely that 
the parties would allow Kumar to be the Chief Ministerial face in 2025. 

The political situation in Bihar now is very different from 2015, when the 
Mahagatbandhan was formed and the RJD needed Nitish Kumar as the 
face of the coalition. Party chief Lalu Prasad was still ineligible to contest 
due to hisconviction and Tejashwi Yadav was considered a newbie, and too 
fresh to hold the baton all by himself. However, the 2020 state elections 
have shown Yadav’s ability and the RJD’s dominant role in the Mahagath-
bandhan. 

The RJD is the largest party in terms of the number of MLAs and minis-
ters in the Mahagathbandhan, however, there is an emerging conflict with-
in the alliance, which has been exposed during the by-polls. 

Since the formation of the Mahagathbandhan in the state in August this year, the BJP, which 
is the lone opposition party in the state, has managed to win two out of the three seats for 
which by-polls have been held so far. The Kurhani seat, where the JD(U) and BJP faced 
a tough fight, was secured by the BJP’s Kedar Prasad Gupta, who won the seat by 3,632 
votes. Political analysts state the by-poll was a clear indication of the rising anti-incumbency 
against Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. Earlier in November, the BJP also managed to win 
the Gopalganj Assembly seat, despite aggressive campaigning by Deputy Chief Minister 
Tejashwi Yadav and other top leaders of Mahagathbandhan. BJP’s Kusum Devi, who is the 
widow of former minister and four-time MLA Subhash Singh, won the seat with a vote 
share of 41.6 per cent, while RJD’s Mohan Prasad Gupta managed to secure a vote share of 
40.5 per cent. 

The Mahagathbandhan was only able to win the Mokama assembly seat, where Neelam 
Devi, the wife of RJD leader Anant Singh (who has won this seat five times consecutively) 
secured the seat with a margin of over 16,000 votes. However, it should be noted that the 
RJD’s victory margin in the seat also fell from last time. Political analysts and industry insid-
ers state the results of the by-polls have adversely affected the ambitions of Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar to pit himself against Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections. 
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FOLLOWING WC WIN

Champions Argentina receive 
rousing welcome at home

 The Argentina football 
team led by Lionel Messi 
received a warm welcome 
back home on Tuesday 
after clinching their third 
FIFA World Cup title.

The team received a wel-
come from thousands of 
fans at their home country, 
who were desperate to get 
a glimpse of their favourite 
footballers who had raised 
their country’s flag high by 
becoming world champi-
ons. Fans collected in huge 
numbers near the team bus, 
cheering for them, raising 
their hands and mobile 
phones with hopes to get 
a handshake or a picture. 
Some fans even climbed 
on railings to witness the 
grand parade of football 
world’s newest champions.

“A homecoming to re-

member! #FIFAWorldCup | 
#Qatar2022,” tweeted FIFA 
World Cup.

It was a battle of Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG) 
teammates Lionel Messi 
and Kylian Mbappe, with 
Messi scoring a brace and 
converting a penalty and 
Mbappe getting a hat trick. 
However, it was Argentina 
which came out on top over 
France in the FIFA World 
Cup 2022 final at Lusail by 
4-2 on penalties after both 
teams finished at a stale-
mate at the end of extra 
time, with scoreline read-
ing 3-3.

A calm penalty from the 
Argentinian legend Messi 
to score his 6th goal of the 
World Cup took Argentina 
ahead by 1-0 in the 23rd 
minute of the game.

Angel di Maria made it 
two for Argentina as Mac 
Allister set up Di Maria 

for a brilliant finish in the 
bottom right corner and 
di Maria made no mistake 
in taking his team to a 2-0 
lead in the 36th minute of 
the game.

Star French striker helped 
France make a comeback 
out of nowhere, with two 
quick goals in the 80th and 
81st minute of the game.

This took the game to ex-
tra time. Messi put back Ar-
gentina into the lead, scor-
ing a 109th-minute goal.

In the 116th minute, 
France was awarded a pen-
alty. Mbappe converted it 
into a goal to make things 
even at 3-3, bringing up 
his hat trick. This took the 
game to penalties, in which 
Argentina prevailed 4-2. 
Argentina captured their 
third FIFA WC title, their 
first since 1986. Messi’s 
dream of winning the title 
was finally fulfilled.

WTC CHANCES BLEAK

England defeated Pak-
istan by eight wick-
ets in the final test 

of the three-match series to 
complete a 3-0 clean sweep 
after their comprehensive 
performance throughout 
the series here at the Na-
tional Stadium, Karachi on 
Tuesday.

Pakistan suffered their 
first series whitewash on 
home soil after the English 
team played an amazing 
brand of aggressive crick-
et to trounce them thrice 
in the test series. On the 
fourth morning in Kara-
chi, England required 38 
minutes to finish off a de-
cisive eight-wicket victory, 
eventually reaching their 
fourth-innings target of 167 
in 28.1 overs.

After an unsuccessful 
bid to win the third Test in 
three days, England were 
a little more cautious on 
the fourth morning, but 
still took only 11.1 overs to 
complete the clean sweep 
with captain Ben Stokes 
undefeated on 35 at one end 
while Duckett with unbeat-
en 82 runs, at the other end.

England resumed their 
inning on the fourth day 
at 112-2, with Stokes at 15* 
and Duckett on 50*. The 
duo took England to victory 
within an hour only requir-
ing close to 12 overs for the 
remaining 55 runs.

In an incredibly spec-

tacular return to test 
cricket, Duckett continued 
to sweep, reverse-sweep, 
and paddle-sweep Abrar 
Ahmed while Stokes set 
the tone by muscling the 
third ball he faced through 
midwicket.

Earlier, Pakistan had suf-
fered a dramatic collapse in 
their second inning which 
saw them lose their last 7 
wickets for 52 runs, extend-
ing their lead to a paltry 
166-run which was never 
going to be enough against 

the free-flowing English 
batting line-up.

Debutant Rehan Ahmed 
was the wrecker-in-chief 
as he scalped five wick-
ets and made an excellent 
start to his test career. Fol-
lowing the final match of 
his lengthy and illustrious 
international career for 
Pakistan, Azhar Ali was 
cheered off the field while 
holding a souvenir stump. 
The former Pakistan cap-
tain appeared in 97 tests 
and scored 7097 runs at 

42.49, including 19 cen-
turies. Harry Brook, who 
amassed 468 runs in five 
innings to lead the tour, 
was declared Player of the 
Series after scoring three 
hundreds in the series.

Since Stokes and Brendon 
McCullum took over as cap-
tain and coach, respectively, 
England has won nine out 
of ten Test matches, a re-
markable turnaround from 
a run of just one victory in 
17 prior to their appoint-
ments. In their first Test se-

ries in Pakistan since 2005, 
they destroyed a fragile 
Pakistani team.

Pakistan now has a short 
turnaround before their 
Boxing Day match against 
New Zealand.

Brief Scores: England 354 
(Brook 111, Foakes 64, Pope 
51; Nauman 4-126, Abrar 
4-150) and 170/ 2 (Duckett 
82*, Zak Crawley 41; Abrar 
Ahmed 2-78) beat Pakistan 
304 (Babar 78, Salman 56; 
Leach 4-140) and 216 (Babar 
54, Shakeel 53; Rehan 5-48).
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This is Pakistan’s first series whitewash at home soil.

Argentina defeated France 3-3 (4-2 on penalties) in the final.

DUCKETT, STOKES HELP ENGLAND 
WHITEWASH PAKISTAN 3-0

WILL NOT RETIRE

Will continue to play few games 
as World Champion, says Messi

After helping Argentina 
win the 2022 World Cup in 
a stunning penalty shootout 
victory over France on Sun-
day, Lionel Messi has said he 
would not retire from inter-
national football.

“I won the Copa America 
and the World Cup in a short 
time. I love what I do, being 
in the national team, and I 
want to continue living a few 
more games being a world 
champion. I am going to take 
the Cup to Argentina to en-
joy it with you,” said Messi as 
quoted by ESPN. Argentina’s 
first global championship 
since Diego Maradona led 
them to victory in Mexico in 
1986 was the fulfilment of a 
“childhood dream” accord-
ing to Messi.

“It’s anyone’s childhood 
dream. I was lucky to have 
achieved everything in this 
career ... and this one that 
was missing is here. It’s 
madness ... look how she 
[the World Cup] is, she’s 
gorgeous. I wanted her so 
much. I had a vision that this 
would be the one ... she was 
getting closer. We suffer, but 
we already have it (the World 
Cup). I wanted to close my 
career with this. I can no 

longer ask for anything else, 
thank God, he gave me every-
thing,” said the 35-year-old 
talismanic striker.

Argentina’s head coach 
Lionel Scaloni said during 
a post-match interview that 
Messi is welcome to play for 
the team in the 2026 World 
Cup.

“First of all, we need to save 
him a spot for the World Cup 
2026. If he wants to keep 
playing, he will be with us. I 

think he is more than entitled 
to decide whether he wants 
to keep playing or what he 
wants to do with his career. 
It is such a huge pleasure for 
us to coach him and his team-
mates. Everything that he 
transmits to his teammates 
is something unparalleled, 
something I have never seen 
before a player, a person who 
gives so much to his team-
mates,” expressed Scaloni.

After announcing that the 
2022 World Cup would be 
his last, Messi, 35, set the re-
cord for most World Cup ap-
pearances on Sunday when 
he played in his 26th match.

At the Lusail Stadium in 
Doha, Qatar, Messi first 
scored from the penalty 
spot before adding another 
goal in extra time when the 
ball dropped to him in the 
6-yard box.  

ALL-ROUND AUSTRALIA CRUSH INDIA BY  
54 RUNS IN 5TH T20I, WIN SERIES 4-1
Half-centuries from Ashleigh 
Gardner and Grace Harris 
and a fiery spell from Heather 
Graham guided an all-round 
Australia to a 54-run win over 
India in the fifth and final 
T20I of the series in Mumbai 
on Tuesday.

Australia has won the series 
4-1. Chasing 197, India lost 
openers Smriti Mandhana 
(4) and Shafali Verma (13) in 
the powerplay itself. Darcie 
Brown and Ashleigh Gardner 
respectively took the wickets. 
India was reduced to 24/2 in 
4.2 overs.

Following that, Harleen 
Deol and skipper Harman-
preet Kaur took India through 
the remainder of the power-
play without any damage. At 
the end of six overs, India was 
at 46/2, with Deol (24*) and 

Kaur (2*) at the crease.
A huge mix-up between the 

duo ended with Deol getting 
run out for 24 off 16 balls. In-
dia was 47/3. Following that, 
India lost Harmanpreet (12) 
and power-hitting wicket-
keeper-batter Richa Ghosh 
(10) to Annabel Sutherland 
and Gardner. Gardner con-
tinued her great run in the 
match, getting her second 
wicket after a fifty. Half of the 
Indian side was dismissed 
for 70 runs. At the end of 10 

overs, India was at 71/5, with 
Devika Vaidya (1*) and Deepti 
Sharma (2*) being the fresh 
pair. Women in Blue looked 
lost in this big run chase and 
needed to replicate what 
Gardner and Grace Harris 
did in the second half of Aus-
tralian batting.

But India’s miseries just 
would not stop. Heather Gra-
ham dismissed both Devika 
(11) and Radha Yadav (0) in 
the 13th over and the hosts 
sunk to 88/7.

At the end of 15 overs, India 
was at 100/7, with Deepti (18*) 
and Anjali (2*).

Tahlia got her first wicket of 
the match and she dismissed 
Anjali for 4. India was 130/8 
in 18.2 overs.

Graham got her third wicket 
of the match, dismissing Re-
nuka Singh for just two. India 
finished their innings at 142 
all out, with Deepti falling for 
53 to Graham at the final ball 
of the innings. India lost the 
match by 54 runs. 

WOMEN CRICKET
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The victorious Australian women’s team pose with the winners’ trophy.
Lionel Messi.
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INDIA’S JOURNEY AT COMMONWEALTH GAMES 2022 IS INSPIRING
2022 has been quite the year! 
A lot was there for everyone 
to savour, cherish and even 
celebrate, while we also had 
some of the most challeng-
ing moments coming our 
way as well. Across sports, 
there have been events that 
made headlines. As we near 
the end of 2022, let’s have 
a look at India’s successful 
campaign at Commonwealth 
Games 2022 in Birmingham.

India’s campaign at the 
Commonwealth Games 
2022 officially ended, with 
61 medals on the last day of 
the prestigious multi-sport 
event. While the figure was 
five short of last edition’s tally 

of 66, the Indian contingent 
can certainly be pleased with 
the number, given that shoot-
ing was not a part of this edi-
tion at Birmingham. Hockey 
player Manpreet Singh and 
badminton star PV Sindhu 
were the flag bearers of the 
Indian contingent at the 
Commonwealth Games 
2022 opening ceremony. In-
dia had a fruitful campaign at 
Birmingham 2022, winning 
61 medals (22 golds, 16 silvers 
and 23 bronzes). Wrestling 
topped the medal chart with 
12 medals including six golds 
while weightlifting account-
ed for 10 medals.

BADMINTON
PV Sindhu and Lakshya 

Sen bagged their first-ever 

CWG singles titles in bad-
minton while Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty too claimed their first 
CWG men’s doubles gold on 
the last day.

LAWN BOWLS
The Indian Lawn Bowls 

team created history by 

winning its first-ever medal 
in the sport, capturing Gold 
by defeating South Africa in 
the final of the women’s fours 
event.

HOCKEY
Meanwhile, the Indian 

men’s hockey team was un-
able to overturn the domi-

nant Aussies and had to set-
tle for a silver after suffering 
a 0-7 defeat.

TABLE TENNIS
Ace Indian paddler Sharath 

Kamal won his second 
singles gold, expanding his 
overall medal tally to 13 at the 
Games. Sathiyan Gnanasek-

aran clinched his first CWG 
singles medal, a bronze.

The men’s triple jump team 
created history with a 1-2 
finish, as Eldhose Paul won 
gold and Abdulla Abooback-
er Narangolintevid bagged a 
silver in the final of the men’s 
triple jump. Avinash Sable 
bagged the silver medal 
smashing the Kenyan mo-
nopoly on the podium in the 
men’s 3000m steeplechase. 
Tulika Maan and Shushila 
Devi headlined the success 
in judo with their silver 
medals.

BOXING
Boxers Nitu Ghanghas, 

Amit Panghal and Nikhat 
Zareen won golds too in their 
respective categories.

CRICKET
India won the silver medal 

in the inaugural women’s 
T20 cricket competition as 
well as a bronze medal in 
women’s hockey.

WEIGHTLIFTING
Sanket Sargar was the first 

Indian to win a medal in Bir-
mingham, clinching silver in 
the men’s 55kg weightlifting 
category. Mirabai Chanu was 
the first Indian to win a gold 
medal at CWG 2022 while 
Jeremy Lalrinnunga was 
the first Indian man to clinch 
gold and finish the podium 
on top at Birmingham.

WRESTLING
Bajrang Punia success-

fully defended his title and 

won his second successive 
gold medal in CWGs. While 
Deepak Punia bagged his 
maiden medal in CWG and 
he got it done with gold un-
der his kitty. Sakshi Malik 
also returned to her best 
and claimed gold to add 
more to India’s tally.

It was India’s fifth-best 
performance in the history 
of the event for India when 
compared to the number 
of medals bagged.

Following are India’s top 
five CWG campaigns:

2010, New Delhi - 101 
medals; 2002, Manches-
ter - 69 medals; 2018, 
Gold Coast - 66 medals; 
2014, Glasgow - 64 med-
als; 2022, Birmingham - 61 
medals.

GLORY IN BIRMINGHAM
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India fared exceedingly well in badminton and wrestling.
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Amid all the controversies and conflicts related to Qatar’s hosting 
rights, the gas-rich nation successfully organised the costliest-
ever FIFA World Cup with expenditures totalling as much as 

$220 billion. This edition was, perhaps, the most competitive one where 
the beautiful game’s diversity was aptly justified, with as many as eight 

non-European teams making it to the Round of 16. The quadrennial 
showpiece event in Qatar has heralded a new dawn in the international 
football as there were several upset wins, starting with Saudi Arabia 
grabbing headlines when they defeated eventual champions Argentina 
2-1 in their very first match after going down 0-1 initially. Meanwhile, 

Morocco spearheaded Africa and Arab world’s baton by becoming the 
first-ever African nation to qualify for the semi-finals. But the most  
satisfying moment for fans across the world was Messi-led Argentina 
lifting the gold-plated trophy ending their elusive wait notwithstanding 
Mbappé heroic.

MOROCCO’S IMPRESSIVE SHOW
The Atlas Lions hogged the limelight by 
entering the semi-final this time. They 
went on to defeat teams like a com-
petitive Canada, world number two 
Belgium, an upbeat Spain and 
a high-flying Portugal besides 
playing out a draw with 
Croatia. Walid Regragui’s boys 
showed heart as they fought 
all odds against injuries and 
non-availability of sever-
al players. The likes 
of Hakim Ziyech, 
Achraf Hakimi, 
Youssef 
En-
Nesyri 
and star 
goalie 
Yassine Bounou were the 
key around which the team 
thrived. Their impressive show 
in Qatar will influence fellow 
African nations viz. Senegal, 
Cameroon, Tunisia outlook towards the global tournament.

IS IT CURTAINS DOWN FOR CR7?
Two of the most popular superstars in the planet: 
Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo; were featuring 
in their last World Cup. Fans were expecting a Mes-
si versus Ronaldo in the final. However, Ronaldo’s 
dream to add the most coveted trophy to his cabinet 
remained in his dreams as Portugal were handed 
a shock defeat by Morocco in the quarter-final. 
Meanwhile, Messi led the Albiecelestes to their 
third title after 36 years! Most importantly, following 
World Cup win, Messi wished to continue further. 
This leaves Ronaldo’s fans guessing on whether the 
Portuguese superstar, who is extremely fit, would 
continue to feature for Portugal or will he call it 
quits soon. Only, time will tell.

A ‘GOAT’ IN MAKING?
Kylian Mbappe will always 
be remembered as the most 
unluckiest footballer, who 
despite scoring a hat-trick (two 
via penalties) in the final, ended 
up on the losing side. The PSG 
superstar was at his imperious 
best that ensured that France 
remained in the game without 
letting Argentina go away with 
a 2-0 lead. The Frenchman was 
the highest goal-scorer in the 
tournament with 8 goals. This 
is the most goals scored by any 
23-year-old in a single World 
Cup. So far, Mbappe has scored 
12 goals in two World Cups and 
definitely has sights at Miroslav 
Klose’s 16 World Cup goals that 
is in serious danger!

POWERFUL SAMURAIS FROM JAPAN
Japan produced a sensational performance this time around. 
Even if, they failed to reach the quarters, the men from land 

of rising sun produced their best performance when 
they defeated Germany and Spain in the league stage 
2-1 ensuring that they reach the quarter-final. However, 

Maya Yoshida’s men were defeated by Croatia 3-1 on penal-
ties. Mid-fielder Ritsu Doan was Japan’s standout performer 
this season. At a point, their winning momentum seemed to 
be taking them beyond their widest ecstasy.

A CUP FOR THE GOALIES
A goalkeeper’s role is always crucial 
in any match. The 2022 FIFA World 
Cup will be remembered for some of 
the star goalkeepers who, with their 
strong influence inspired a few re-
sults in their team’s favour. The likes 
of Emiliano Martínez (ARG), Yassine 
Bounou (MAR) and Dominik Liva-
kovi (CRO) were vital cogs for their 
respective teams; even Hugo Lloris 
(FRA) in the final! We witnessed 

some of the mouth-watering 
penalty shoot-outs featuring 
Spain and Morocco; Croatia and 
Brazil; Argentina and Nether-
lands (semi-final) and again 
Argentina and France in 

perhaps the best World Cup 
final ever!

1
Lionel Messi became the first-ever player to 
score in group stage, round of 16, quarter-final,  
semi-final and final in a single edition of a WC.

8
Goals scored by Frenchman Kylian Mbappe 
including a hat-trick in the WC final that let him 
win the Golden Boot award.  

7
Goals scored & 3 assists made by 
Messi in this WC; thereby winning 
the Golden Ball award.  

4
Number of goal saves made by 
Argentina’s Emi Martinez that 
won him the Golden Glove award.
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