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IMA advisory: Use masks, 
avoid international travel

‘it’s BJP’s new idea, making excuses 
to stoP my yatra: rahul gandhi 

india, china agree to 
maintain staBility along 
lac in western sector 

Ministry clears Rs 85,000 cr 
for crucial defence purchase 

Amid the sudden surge 
of Covid cases in several 
countries, the Indian Medi-
cal Association (IMA) on 
Thursday issued an advi-
sory and appealed public to 
follow Covid-appropriate 

behaviour with immediate 
effect. 

In its advisory, the IMA 
listed out necessary steps 
to overcome the impending 
Covid outbreak, including 
wearing face masks in all 
public places, maintaining 
social distancing and wash-
ing hands regularly with 

soap and water or sanitiz-
ers. The IMD has also ad-
vised people to avoid public 
gatherings like marriages, 
political or social meetings 
and international travel. 

It advised people to con-
sult the doctor in case of any 
symptoms like fever, sore 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on Thurs-
day slammed the government for making 
excuses to stop the Bharat Jodo Yatra, alleg-
ing that the central government is scared of 
India’s truth. 
‘It’s their (BJP) new idea, they wrote a letter 

to me saying Covid is coming and stop the 
Yatra. All these are excuses to stop this Yatra, 
they are sacred of India’s truth,” said Rahul 

Gandhi while addressing a rally in Hary-
ana’s Nuh. In a letter to Congress MP Rahul 
Gandhi and Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot, Union Health Minister asked them to 
follow the Covid-19 guidelines strictly during 
the party’s Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
“Follow the Covid guidelines strictly during 
Bharat Jodo Yatra which is going on in Rajas-
than. Use of masks-sanitiser should be imple-
mented. Only vaccinated people should par-
ticipate,” the Health Minister said in the letter 
written on Tuesday.

India and China held the 
17th round of Corps Com-
mander Level Meeting at 
the Chushul-Moldo border 
meeting point on the Chi-
nese side on 20 December 

and agreed to maintain the 
security and stability on 
the ground in the Western 
Sector. 
“In the interim, the two 
sides agreed to maintain the 
security and stability on the 
ground in the Western 

The Defence Acquisition 
Council (DAC) of the de-
fence ministry on Thurs-
day accorded the approval 
for Acceptance of Necessity 
(AoN) for 24 Capital Acqui-

sition Proposals. 
According to Defence offi-

cials, the proposals include 
six for the Indian Army, six 
for the Indian Air Force, 10 
for the Indian Navy and two 
for the Indian Coast Guard 
for a total value of Rs 84,328 

tamil nadu’s 
Pongal gift:  
rs 1000, rice 
CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister MK Stalin on 
Thursday ordered to provide 
Rs 1000 cash to ration card 
holders across the state 
to celebrate Thai Pongal in 
2023, read an official release. 
A consultative meeting was 
held at the Chief Secre-
tariat Presided over by Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister MK 
Stalin to celebrate Tamil 
Thai Pongal in the year 2023. 
According to the decision 
taken in this meeting, it was 
decided to give one kg of 
sweet rice, one kg of sugar 
and Rs 1000 each to all rice 
family card holders and 
families living in Sri Lankan 
Tamil rehabilitation camps. 
As many as 2.19 crore ration 
card holders will benefit, 
thereby incurring an expen-
diture of Rs 2,356.67 crore to 
the government. 

india, uk held  
discussions on  
11 Policy areas 
London: India and United 
Kingdom held technical 
discussions across 11 policy 
areas over 28 sessions dur-
ing the sixth round of talks 
for a Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) which concluded 
on 16 December. In a joint 
outcome statement on UK-
India sixth round of FTA ne-
gotiations, UK government’s 
Department of International 
Trade said that detailed draft 
treaty text discussions were 
held across the 11 policy 
areas. The seventh round 
of official-level negotiations 
is due to take place in early 
2023. Secretary of State for 
International Trade Kemi 
Badenoch visited India to 
initiate the sixth round of the 
UK-India FTA negotiations 
on December 12-13. 
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Protecting Borders

morBi tragedyunaBated 

govt sets uP 22 
moBile towers 
in arunachal 
Border 

Gujarat HC directs 
govt to submit SIT 
progress report 

cold wave likely in north 
india, temPerature to diP 
this weekend

The Central government has 
decided to install 22 new mo-
bile towers in the bordering 
areas of Arunachal Pradesh 
to improve the mobile con-
nectivity along the Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) here. 
The government is also 
planning to build a mini 
hydel project for the mili-
tary. Deputy Commissioner 
of Tawang, Kesang Ngurup 
Damo, told ANI that, 22 
new mobile towers will be 
installed in the bordering 
areas of the state and the 
Centre has already sanc-
tioned it. “The BSNL and 
Airtel will install new mo-
bile towers. BSNL will install 

Gujarat High Court directed 
the State government to sub-
mit, by 19 January, the prog-
ress report of the Special 
Investigation Team’s (SIT) 
investigation in the Morbi 
Mishap, where a century-old 
suspension bridge collapsed 
claiming lives of 134 people. 
“The government should 
submit the progress report 
of the investigation of the 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) and the report on the 
compliance of the earlier 
orders of the High Court by 
January 19,” the Court said 
in its order on Wednesday. 

Notably, Gujarat HC on 
Wednesday also issued a 
notice to the owner of Overa 
group in connection with 
the Morbi bridge collapse in 
Gujarat, demanding a reply. 

Coming down heavily on 
Morbi municipality, the 
court said that it is not fair 
to demand time to defend 

‘carelessness’. 
It also said action will be 

taken against the municipal-
ity if any case of carelessness 
is established on its part. 

The Gujarat High Court on 
7 November took suo motu 
cognisance of the Morbi ac-
cident, issuing notices to of-
ficials, including those of the 

Delhi-NCR is likely to wit-
ness dense fog for the next 
two to three days while 
Punjab, Haryana, and North 
Rajasthan may expect a de-
crease in temperature by 
1-2 degrees alongwith cold 
wave conditions, Dr Kuldeep 
Srivastava, Head of Regional 
Weather Forecasting Centre 
said on Thursday. 
“If we talk about the weath-
er in Delhi, then a thick 
blanket of fog is seen in the 
morning hours and vis-
ibility is dropped by around 
100 meters. In the Palam 
observatory, today morn-

ing the visibility was till 100 
meters, and later around 8 
in the morning there is an 
improvement,” Dr Kuldeep 
Srivastava said. 
“In the next two days, there 
are chances of having dense 
fog in Delhi-NCR and the 
visibility will be around 100 
meters. The temperature 
will remain between 6-7 de-
grees for the next 2-3 days,” 
Srivastava added. 

The lowest temperature for 
today was recorded at 4.6 de-
grees in Rajasthan’s Bikaner, 
he said. “We have fixed crite-
ria for the formation of fog. A 
layer, availability of moisture 
along with less 
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caution 

Early protection

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairs high level meeting to 
review status and preparedness of public health response 

to Covid-19, in New Delhi on Thursday. ANi

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi chaired a 
high-level meeting on 

Thursday to assess the Cov-
id-19 situation in the country, 
preparedness of health in-
frastructure and emergence 
of variants and their public 
health implications and cau-
tioned against complacency. 

Advising strict vigil, he said 
Covid is not over yet and di-
rected officials to strengthen 
the ongoing surveillance 
measures, especially at the 
international airports. The 
high-level review meeting 
was held in the backdrop 
of spike in Covid-19 cases in 
some countries. 

Apart from preparedness 
of health infrastructure and 
logistics, the Prime Minister 
also assessed the status of the 
vaccination campaign in the 
country. 

A comprehensive presen-
tation was made regarding 
the global Covid-19 situation 
including the rising cases 
in countries by Secretary, 
Health and Member, NITI 
Aayog.

The Prime Minister was 
briefed that India has been 
witnessing a steady decline in 
cases with average daily cases 
falling to 153 and weekly posi-
tivity down to 0.14 per cent 
in the week ending 22 De-
cember. 

However, 5.9 lakh daily 
average cases have been re-

ported globally since the last 
six weeks. “PM cautioned 
against complacency and 
advised strict vigil. He reit-
erated that Covid is not over 
yet and directed officials to 
strengthen the ongoing sur-
veillance measures, especial-
ly at international airports,” a 
PMO release said. 

The Prime Minister stressed 
the need to ensure that the 
entire Covid infrastructure 
at all levels is maintained at 
a high level of preparedness 
in terms of equipment, pro-
cesses and human resources. 

He advised states to au-
dit Covid-specific facilities 
to ensure the operational 
readiness of hospital infra-
structure, including oxygen 

Pm chalks out covid roadmaP: 
no comPlacency, more testing 

right measures 

MaNorar kesari
NEw DELHI

  The PM’s high-level meeting seeks to ensure comprehensive measures

govt resPects Judiciary, no question 
of curBing its indePendence: riJiJu
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Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju said that 
Narendra Modi government is commit-
ted to an independent judiciary. “Nobody 
wishes to undermine judiciary and no-
body wants to disrespect it. There is no 
question of disturbing the independence 
of judiciary by the government,” Rijiju said 
at the India News Manch Conclave here. 

“We are committed to the independence 
of judiciary,” the Law Minister further 
added. 

When asked about the former president 
of Congress Sonia Gandhi’s allegations 
that the Narendra Modi government is try-
ing to overpower judiciary, Rijiju said, “I 
was not really upset, but I was amazed by 
the statement as if we are trying to hijack 
the judiciary.”

He elaborated that during Indira Gan-
dhi’s tenure government the judiciary 
was violated again and again. “It hap-

pened during the Emergency and on many 
other occasions. However, you cannot 
bring even one instance during Narendra 
Modi’s tenure when the judiciary was un-
dermined.” 

“This is the culture of Congress party. I 
challenge Congress that please come out 
with concrete proofs that we have violat-
ed and curtailed judiciary activities. I say, 
Congress party does not have any moral 

Amid demand by Opposi-
tion parties to immediately 
stop all international flights 
from China, government 
sources said that there is no 

order issued by the central 
government to curb incom-
ing flights from the country 
where a wave of Covid cases 
has been reported. 

‘We don’t have any direct 
flights from China to India or 

With the surge in Covid cases 
in China and other countries, 
one of the most popular tour-
ist attractions of the country 

Taj Mahal in Agra is put on 
alert, confirmed the District 
Health Information Officer 
in Agra. Domestic and for-
eign tourists come every day 
in large numbers to visit the 

no decision yet to stoP flights 
to and from china: government

No entry for tourists without 
testing in Taj Mahal 
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INDIA’S BIGGEST POLITICAL CONCLAVE
‘India adopted track, trace 
and target to combat terror’

Union Minister An-
urag Thakur graced 
the event “India 

News Manch: India’s Big-
gest Political Conclave” with 
his presence on Thursday.

Speaking on combating 
terror, Thakur mentioned 
strengthening the UAPA 
law so that the perpetrators 
of terrorism can be brought 
to justice and said, “In order 
to make it a federal agency, 
the government brought 
legislation. Today, the anti-
terrorism agency, the NIA, 
can even carry out the in-
vestigations abroad.”

When asked about the 
eradication of Naxals from 
the country, the minister 
stated that the government 
intends to completely elim-
inate the Naxals and that a 
rigorous investigation is al-
ready underway. 

While the minister was 
questioned about Bilawal 
Bhutto’s statement, he said, 
“India adopted track, trace, 
and target to combat ter-
ror, and this has rattled Bi-
lawal,” adding, “This is the 
India where the government 
no longer refrains from en-
tering the enemy’s terri-
tory to attack, and we will 
continue to do so to combat 
terrorism. While during 
the Congress regime, the 
scenario was different as 
the army had its hands tied.”

Not only this, he slammed 
Congress for questioning 
the Indian Army’s compe-

tence. 
Responding to the Tawa-

ng issue, Anurag Thakur 
said that under this govern-
ment’s umbrella, no one has 
been able to take even an 
inch of India’s land.

The minister further laud-
ed India’s efforts during the 
pandemic. Talking about 
the achievements of the 
government, he said, “India 
has done the best manage-
ment in the world during 
Covid times, and it is under 
the guidance of Narendra 
Modi ji that along with the 
management of Covid, the 
inflation is also under con-
trol. On the contrary, the 
countries that had never 
witnessed inflation, are cur-
rently experiencing four- to 
five-fold inflation.”

Talking about the recently 
concluded FIFA World Cup, 
Thakur said that Lionel 
Messi is his favourite foot-
baller, and he is happy that 
Argentina won the World 
Cup in a final that will be re-
membered for ages to come. 

When asked about India’s 

prospects in football in the 
near future, Thakur went 
on to highlight, “India has 
recently successfully host-
ed both the U-17 men’s and 
women’s World Cup. For 
any country to succeed in 
a sport, it takes 12-16 years 
to fine tune and reach that 
stage and our efforts are 
on to take football forward 
in the country like we have 
been hosting ISL, I-League. 
Among old trophies, we 
have the Durand Cup, the 
Subroto Cup, etc. India was 
a successful team in the 
1950s, but what happened 
thereafter?”

 “I am not here to criticise 
the former governments 
here. But the Modi gov-
ernment has successfully 
increased the budget for 
sports from Rs 840 crore to 
Rs 3,000 crore so as to uplift 
sports culture in India. Ear-
lier, Rs 600 crore used to be 
spend on sports infrastruc-
ture, but now the budget has 
been increased to Rs 2,700 
crore (both indoor and out-
door),” he added.

ANKIT PATTNAIK
NEW DELHI

‘ED, CBI got nothing, yet 
we are hounded’

Deputy Chief Minister of 
Delhi Manish Sisodia on 
Thursday defended AAP 
government’s controversial 
liquor policy by saying that 
it was one of the best policy 
document. He also says that 
the Government agencies 
like ED and CBI failed to 
find anything against them. 
However, he added that he 
is expecting more charge 
sheets against the AAP lead-
ers.

 Sisodia while address-
ing the ‘India News Manch’ 
conclave said, “The Policy 
was benefiting the govern-
ment but the Bharatiya 
Janata Party termed it as a 
scam, even agencies like ED 
and CBI investigated but did 
not find anything against us. 
Now, I came to know more 

charge sheets will be filed. 
A good policy was made in 
Delhi; no one was harmed by 
it. BJP has definitely suffered 
a loss.”

On dispute with LG, he 
said, “On whichever sub-
ject we have fought, it has 
benefitted the public. We 
fought for CCTV; it was also 
for Delhi’s people. Women 
now confidently complaints 
against the eve-teasers with 
the help of the CCTV foot-

age. It has become easier for 
people to register complaints 
as they have a solid proof. 
Earlier, there was nobody to 
fight for Delhi’s people, but 
today, Arvind Kejriwal and 
the Aam Aadmi Party stand 
with the public and fights for 
it. Whenever we fight, it’s for 
the people.”

The ‘successes’ in Gujarat 
and Delhi MCD elections 
also figured prominently 
during the discussion. 

APOORVA CHAUDHARY
NEW DELHI

The who’s who of Indian politics assembled under one roof on Thursday at the iTV Network’s ‘India News Manch’ to talk about raging issues.  
‘India News Manch’ presented an unmissable lineup of India’s biggest political voices, day-long exclusive interviews and riveting conversations. 

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann, while speaking 
at the India News Manch on 
Thursday, hit out at the Op-
position parties on terrorism 
and said that all the gangs in 
the Punjab have been nur-
tured by Congress and Akali 
Dal. He further said that the 
people who themselves are 
responsible for the incidents 
of killings and sacrilege dur-
ing their regime are demand-
ing peace and harmony. 

When asked about the 
killing of Sidhu Moosewala 
and gangster Goldy Brar, the 
Chief Minister said that inci-
dent was very unfortunate 
and shook the entire nation. 
Hinting that we can expect 
a big news related to Brar 
soon, he said that he is the 
mastermind who is working 
from abroad and the entire 
matter is a top secret.   

While being questioned 
about attacks on police sta-
tions and drones being 

seized, he said, “Punjab, 
being a border state, is al-
ways under the radar of the 
neighbouring country and 
the government works in co-
ordination with the federal 
government, BSF and NIA. 
Earlier the problem was 
restricted to only drugs but 
now the menace is expanded 
to drones. Our Punjab Police 
and BSF are well competent 
to combat these issues.” 

Talking about recently held 
MCD polls and assembly 
elections in Gujarat and Hi-
machal Pradesh, Mann said 
that they not only won MCD 
elections but also acquired 13 
% vote share in Gujarat Polls 
and became a national party 
in only 10 years. 

“The biggest achievement 
is that people have accept-
ed our agenda. This very 
agenda became the stepping 
stone for Aam Aadmi Party 
to transform into a national 
party,” he expressed.  

Mann further added that 
AAP started working soon 
after it came into the power .

‘GANGS IN PUNJAB 
NURTURED BY 
CONGRESS , AKALI DAL’

JASLEEN KAUR
NEW DELHI

INDIA IS THE VOICE OF  
DEVELOPING NATIONS AT G20
G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant stated, “G20 is an im-
portant forum because its member states account 
for 85% of the world’s GDP as well as 78% of global 
trade. Till now, we’ve been reacting to the global 
agenda set by developed countries, and this is the 
first opportunity where India will get to bring its pri-
orities for the world to react to it.”Adding further, he 
stated that India has planned 215 meetings, across 
56 cities in all States and Union Territories.“We have 
an opportunity to transform these cities. Kant said 
“States will also get an opportunity to showcase 
their culture and cuisine as we will be displaying 
and gifting handicrafts to delegates in order to 
develop India and all States as global brands.”

HINDUTVA BEING USED TO  
POLARISE NATION 
Former Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda said, “The 
coalition era will continue or a stable government 
will come that is the issue which you are going to 
place before people sitting here and to assist the 
type of government will come in 2024. I can’t again 
expect in this country a coalition government led 
by a former prime minister, who is coming from 
the farmer’s family. Hindutva or non-Hindutva is a 
major issue the debate is going on.  Talking about 
Karnataka assembly election, he commented, “Who 
is corrupt, who is not. In Karnataka, this is the big 
issue and to assist which party is going to come , 
I can’t give my assessment or analysis.” On water 
disputes, he added, “The issue is there are so many 
rivers. How much water we use? I am fighting the 
battle on issue Kaveri. Can any government use the 
water fully? Even today, states are unable to resolve 
the issue of waterflow. “

India must resolve 
Global ideological war

Manish Tewari, 
Congress Lok 
Sabha MP

G20 is India’s  
presidency, not BJP’s

Ram Madhav, 
Board of Governors, 
India Foundation

UCC to be implemented in 
Uttarakhand soon

Pushkar Singh 
Dhami, Chief Minister 
of Uttarakhand

China’s global isola-
tion is India’s success

Sudhanshu 
Trivedi, BJP 
Rajya Sabha MP 

‘TELANGANA GOVT WANTS GOVERNOR 
TO BE A RUBBER STAMP’

‘INDIAN 
ECONOMY IS 
CAPABLE OF 
DOING 9%’

Tamilisai Soundararajan, 
the Governor of Telan-
gana, on Thursday came 
down heavily on K Chan-
drasekhar Rao-led govern-
ment saying that the state 
government had shown 
enough contempt to the 
highest offices is worrisome. 

“The contempt shown to 
Telangana’s highest office 
worries me. When the PM 
visits state, neither the CM 
nor any ministry welcomes 
him. He is not adhering to 
any routine, and as I travel 
the state, I observe other col-
lectors doing the same. The 
collector has been receiving 
the governor for the past 1.5 
years as per usual operating 
practise. I’ve never seen a 

police officer or SP welcome 
me. Between the executive 
branch, the state legislature, 
and the governor, there is a 
chasm.”

The Governor was ad-
dressing the conclave ‘India 
News Manch’ in the capital 
city on Thursday. 

She further claimed that 
there is a hidden dictator-

ship in Telangana. The 
government here think the 
Governor must be a rubber 
stamp and should be silent, 
the Governor added. 

“In a democracy, every-
thing belongs to the people, 
including the governor’s of-
fice. In Telangana, Raj Bha-
wan is referred to as ‘Praja 
Bhawan’. People believed 

that the highest office might 
be contacted for the issue 
when I was elected gover-
nor.”

Praising the Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, she 
stated that “We were partic-
ularly concentrated on this 
infection, especially during 
Covid, and other health 
concerns were disregarded. 
Thanks to our Prime Min-
ister that the World Health 
Organisation reviewed and 
declared that TB free world 
will exist by 2030. But our 
prime minister pressed for-
ward for a TB-Mukt Bharat 
by 2025. Every patient’s de-
mand was met by a donor; 
I took care of 100 patients, 
while Raj Bhawan took care 
of 10. Together, we pro-
vide nutritional kits once a 
month.”

‘2 CRORES FOR SINGLE 
WATER CONNECTION’
Manoj Tiwari, Delhi BJP Chief, stated, “I 
joined BJP since PM Modi recognised me 
in a Gujarat’s programme but Rahul Gan-
dhi never recognised me. I’m soft spoken 
person but I’ve to talk about issues 
without crossing boundaries. AAP don’t 
have any important issue to talk about 
me. They only listen to tunes of ‘Rinkiya 
Ke Papa’. He added, “There were no 
Kendriya Vidyalaya before 2014 in Delhi 
Lok Sabha. Now that I’ve constructed 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Arvind Kejriwal is not 
permitting the water supply in it. They’re 
asking for 2 crores for single water con-
nection.”

‘PASSION KEEPS 
YOU GOING’
Actor Rakul Preet Singh, speaking 
about her upcoming movie, said, 
“I entered the water at 2:30 and 
remained there until 6:30, not 
realising the time since passion 
keeps you going, but the following 
day I experienced all the chills and 
aches.” She further stated “I’ve 
always wanted to be an actress, 
therefore this is my dream. I’m 
able to endure with the support 
of the audience and I’m glad that 
each film was unique and allowed 
viewers to observe my versatility. I 
hope 2023 will be the same.”

Sanjeev Sanyal, member 
of the PM’s Economic 
Advisory Council, spoke 
about the China crisis, in 
an exclusive conversation 
with the iTV Network as 
part of the India News 
Manch.

Speaking on China’s 
economic downgrade, 
Sanjeev Sanyal said, 
“China’s Zero Covid pol-
icy is a good example of 
what happens when the 
grand plan gets stuck. 
Our approach, on the 
other hand, demon-
strated to the world that 
we are vastly superior in 
dealing with things in the 
long run. But that doesn’t 
mean that it’s all over, as 
the situation in China is 
alarming. We are not clear 
on what comes out of 
China or their news bul-
letin. We need to be very 
careful as it might also be 
a new variant. We should 
keep our eyes open. There 
are issues we might face 
in the coming days, like 
a curb on international 
travel. There might be a 
heightened level of secu-
rity all around. .”

Talking about expected 
economic growth, Sanyal 
said, “We created flex-
ibility in the economy, 
created investment in 
infrastructure, and the 
result is the economy is 
capable of doing 9%. At a 
time when global growth 
is hitting 6–7%, we have 
outdone that.”

ANKIT PATTNAIK
NEW DELHI

ANURAG THAKUR SAYS

BHAGWANT MANN SAYS

MANISH SISODIA SAYS

SANJEEV  
SANYAL SAYS

ASIFA KHAN
NEW DELHI  TAMILISAI SOUNDARARAJAN SAYS



Ma n i sh  Tiwa r i 
reacted to Bhag-
want Mann’s al-

legation that the Congress 
Party, is like the exchange, 
wherein they have MPs, 
MLAs, and any party that 
bids for them is ready to 
exchange them at the India 
News Manch on Thursday. 
Tiwari stated that AAP 
called a party meeting a few 
days back where the BJP 
started Operation Lotus 
on their party members, 
where every individual 
will be offered Rs 25 crore 
each. Reacting to this, one 
of them said that all of the 
members would be ready 
to switch allegiance for Rs 
25 crore.

“Punjab is a critical state 
that needs good gover-
nance. If anything wrong 
happens with Punjab, 
entire India gets affected. 
Punjab is not in a good state 
since AAP’s regime in last 6 
months,” he stated. 

On the other hand, Ram 
Madhav was optimistic 
about India’s G20 presi-

dency. Speaking on the ro-
tation procedure for G20 
members, should there be 
too much of credit given 
to PM Narendra Modi, he 
said, “While the world was 
going through challenging 
times this year, especially 
the Russia-Ukraine crisis 
that lead to oil crisis and 
high inflation. So, in this 

aspect, it’s a big 
achievement for 
the ruling party 
to thrust India’s 
ideas and take on 
global headwinds 
when the world 
will sit back and 
listen to India.”

Meanwhile, 
Tiwari focused 
more on G20s 
formation and 
reason behind its 
formation rather 
than crediting BJP. Howev-
er, he agreed with Madhav 
on the global circumstances 
under which India’s presi-
dency happened. Madhav 
also spoke on Sino-Indian 
ties in parallel to India’s G20 
role. The G20 is something 
that is different from bilater-
al issues and should be sig-

nificant in its own manner.  
Rather, he was more con-
cerned about the upcoming 
2023 global recession as per 
the projection. All the larger 
economies should focus on 
better ties among them-
selves apart from letting the 
economy grow. Likewise, 
the geo-political world or-

der is changing and that In-
dia should cash in with its 
role as G20 President with 
Russia-Ukraine crisis al-
most stretching a year and 
the downturn in China’s 
economy and the instability 
that has been caused owing 
to the latest spread of Omi-
cron variant.

FACE OFF BETWEEN RAM MADHAV, MANISH 
TIWARI AT INDIA NEWS MANCH 
ANKIT PATTNAIK
NEW DELHI

Jan Bhagidari to phase 
out Chinese products

Meenakshi 
Lekhi, MoS 
External Affairs

Rampur bypoll 
gamechanger, not 
Mainpuri

SP Singh Baghel, 
Union Minister 

Taking pride in 
India’s roots is true 
nationalism

Rakesh Sinha, 
MP, Rajya Sabha

Key focus on pro-
moting regional 
languages

Pralhad Joshi, 
Union Minister 

Both SC and Centre 
can’t be perfect

Mahesh 
Jethmalani,  
MP, Rajya Sabha

Politicans clash over PM 
face in 2024 elections

Congress Rajya Sabha 
MP Naseer Hussain, BJP 
spokesperson Gaurav Bha-
tia, Shiv Sena MP Priyanka 
Chaturvedi, and BSP MP 
Malook Nagar engaged in 
a riveting discussion on the 
2024 general elections and 
who could be a prospec-
tive PM face from the third 
front.

Naseer expressed that 
there will be two coalitions 
in Indian politics in 15 years. 
He said, “On one side, there 
is the UPA, and on the oth-
er, the NDA, both of which 
have a large number of allies 
as well as independent par-
ties, which would play a sig-
nificant role in the country’s 
politics. We are prepared to 
speak with any party that 
shares our views and wants 
to work with Congress to 

uphold and defend the con-
stitution and democracy.”

He continued, “How 
would you bring together 
KCR, BJP, and AAP, which 
are currently separate? 
Many parties have left the 
BJP, but nobody has left our 
alliance. As we get closer 
to 2024, more and more 
parties will join us. We are 
hopeful that the upcoming 
general election will be dif-
ferent from the previous 
ones.”

Gaurav Bhatia said, “These 

individuals frequently refer 
to the Mahagathbandhan. 
If I had claimed that we 
had all united to block the 
sun in 2019, they would not 
have done so. It won’t be me 
incorrectly claiming that if 
everyone works together, 
we can defeat Modi.”

Shiv Sena Rajya Sab-
ha Member Priyanka 
Chaturvedi stated the is-
sues that made people vote 
for BJP were Chinese ag-
gression and empowerment  
of women. 

ASIFA KHAN
NEW DELHI

Uttarakhand to implement 
Union Civil Code soon 
 

Chief Minister of Utta-
rakhand Pushkar Singh 
Dhami on Thursday dis-
cussed the necessity of 
Uniform Civil Code for the 
state. He stated that the 
UCC is not only essential for 
Uttarakhand but for the en-
tire country as it promises 
equality to all. He declared 
that the government’s com-
mittee is working closely 
with the stakeholders and 
taking feedback before 
making the draft, soon af-
ter which the law will be 
implemented.

While addressing the In-
dia News Manch Conclave, 

CM Dhami thanked the 
people of Uttarakhand for 
breaking the seesaw pat-
tern in the state politics. For 
many years, Congress and 
BJP used to rule the state in 
alternative tenures but in 
2022, BJP was re-elected in 
power. 

Dhami, on being asked 
about his way of interact-
ing with people, said, “In 
my opinion, we are the 
representatives of the com-
mon people but as we step 
into politics, generally, a 
gap occurs between us. So, 
discussing issues with the 
people by visiting them 
gives crucial feedbacks. I 
am a firm believer of the 
idea that one can only rep-

resent the people by being 
among the people. We take 
the feedbacks and try to re-
solve the common issues as 
closely as possible.”

He further briefed on 
the steps the Uttarakhand 
government is taking to 
improve the growth of the 
state’s tourism industry as 
it is one of the major part 
of the economy. Dhami 
said, “We are constantly 
promoting home-stays and 
till now more than 4000 
home-stays have been reg-
istered. This is one of the 
major sources of living for 
us. People of other states 
living in our home-stays 
will also help them connect 
with our culture.  

APOORVA CHAUDHARY 
NEW DELHI

‘PM HAS FORMULATED SUSTAINABLE 
MODEL OF GOVERNANCE’
Union Minister Dr Jitendra 
Singh spoke to iTV Network 
on India News Manch on 
Thursday about sustainable 
governance under Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship. 

The minister said, “We are 
running good governance. 
PM Modi has formulated sus-
tainable model of governance. 
PM Modi has been able to 
deal with myriad challenges 
and has tried to bring in new 
and efficient work culture. 
The case in point is that there 
were more than 1600 laws 
that had become either dor-
mant or were unable to cater 
to the challenges of contem-
porary happenings, and now 
these laws have been rejuve-
nated so that they would be 
applicable and relevant to the 
current times. Moreover, our 

governance has a focus on ease 
of living, which has helped 
people get benefits who were 
overlooked before.”

He added, “Modi Ji has re-
structured the functioning 
of good governance in every 
sphere, which has also been 
its hallmark. It is a technology-
driven governance, and that’s 
how the processes have be-
come more time- and money-
saving.”

Dr Jitendra also talked about 
how the grievance cell of the 
government has improved by 
putting it on the technological 

track. He said, “There used to 
be only two lakh grievances 
before the government, and 
now we are getting more than 
25 lakh grievances only be-
cause people have more access 
to the government through 
technology. We not only kept 
the country clean through 
the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 
but also tried to keep gover-
nance clean by getting files 
to travel faster. Now we have 
all the information about the 
official processes, which have 
benefited the people as well as  
the government.  

BADAR BASHIR
NEW DELHI

 DR JITENDRA SINGH SAYS
PANEL DISCUSSION 

GOVERNMENT HAS FAILED TO TAME INFLATION 
AAP Rajya Sabha MP 
Raghav Chadda came down 
heavily on the Central gov-
ernment saying that the 
unemployment rate is the 
highest in 25 years while the 
inflation is the worst in last 
30 years. “The worse thing 
is that even the Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man herself does not know 
the real situation of the infla-
tion and how bad it is”, the 
MP said. 

Chadda also said that we 
all can remember the Fi-
nance Minister’s that infa-
mous comments on onion. 
“While the onion price was 
sky rocketing, the FM com-
mented that she does not 

take onion.” Chadda sar-
castically said that well, the 
Finance Minister you may 

not have onion, but you do 
take wheat, rice, vegtables. 
“What you will talk about 

the soaring price of them?” 
Chadda said the economic 

situation is bad, and it is not 

going anywhere. “The GDP 
rate is going down. The in-
come of almost all have gone 
down. Where is the growth 
as it is being claimed?” 

The AAP MP also com-
mented on the Health 
Ministry dictate for Rahul 
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
He said the government has 
not put any restriction on 
marriage gatherings, or any 
other congregations. “Then 
why there is restriction 
only on political rallies?” he 
asked. However, at the same 
time, Chadda said that it is 
a matter between Congress 
and BJP. 

Chadda congratulated the 
government for G20 Presi-
dency saying that it is a mat-
ter of pride that India is or-
ganising such a programme.

PRIYANKA SHARMA
NEW DELHI

RAGHAV CHADDA SAYS 

SNAPSHOTS

iTV Network’s Aishwarya Sharma addressing the Conclave. 

Union minister Meenakshi Lekhi arrives at the Conclave. 

iTV Network’s Aishwarya Sharma with minister  
Anurag Thakur.

iTV Network’s Pradeep Bhandari with RS MP Vivek Tankha

Former MP H D Deve Gowda with Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann.

AAP RS MP Raghav Chadda with Member of Parliament Kartikeya Sharma. 

Telangana Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan with iTV Network’s Aishwarya Sharma  
and Rishabh Gulati. Union Law Minister Kiren Rijiju. 
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model in utility

in Punjab

Power minister says

Haryana Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal directed the offi-
cials to update the data online 
of all the Anganwadi centres 
located in the state and make 
the state a model in terms of 
utility of Anganwadi centres; 
setting an example for the 
other states to follow. The 
Chief Minister was presiding 
over the review meeting of the 
Women and Child Develop-
ment Department here today. 

Minister of State for Women 
and Child Development, Smt. 
Kamlesh Dhanda was also 
present on this occasion.

The CM instructed the of-
ficials that the attendance of 
the children upto 6 years of age 
coming to the Anganwadi cen-
tres, the workers running those 
centres along with the helpers 
working there, would also be 
taken online daily. He directed 
to provide mobile phones to 
the Anganwadi workers at 
the earliest to keep the data of 

their centres updated. Further 
directing the officials to link the 
data of all the concerned with 
the Parivar Pehchan Patra, 
the CM said that it will help in 
providing timely nutrition, vac-
cination and nutritious food to 
the children at the Anganwadi 
centres.

“With updating of the data, 
it will be easier to implement 
various schemes of the central 
and the state government; be-
ing run in the interest of the 
children,” he said. The Chief 

Minister reviewed the work 
done under the ‘Child Promo-
tion Module’ of the Women 
and Child Development De-
partment and gave necessary 
guidelines in this regard.

Principal Secretary to Chief 
Minister, V. Umashankar, 
Deputy Principal Secretary, 
Sh. KM Pandurang, Commis-
sioner, Women and Child De-
velopment Department, Smt. 
Amneet P Kumar and other 
senior officials were present 
on the occasion.

The Border Security Force 
(BSF) on Wednesday foiled 
yet another drone intrusion 
attempt from Pakistan’s side 
in the Tarn Taran district of 
Punjab, a BSF statement said.

The incident occurred along 
the India-Pakistan interna-
tional border in the Ferozepur 
sector. A senior BSF officer 
informed that on Wednesday 
at about 8 pm, BSF troops de-
tected drone intrusion from 
Pakistan in the area of re-
sponsibility of border outpost 
Harbhajan in the Ferozepur 
Sector of district Tarn Taran, 

following which BSF troops 
fired at the drone. The officer 
further said the area was cor-
doned off, and a search for the 
drone was conducted on the 
intervening night of Wednes-
day and Thursday.

In the morning at 8 am on 
Thursday, BSF troops recov-
ered the drone from a farm. 
Further search is in progress 
to recover contraband, he 
added.

The BSF has foiled several 
drone intrusions attempts 
recently. On Wednesday, BSF 
troops shot down a drone 
that entered India from Da-
oke Border Outpost (BoP) in 

the Amritsar sector from the 
Pakistan side on the Interna-
tional Border on Tuesday eve-
ning. “The Pak drone which 
had entered India at 1920 hrs 
in the AOR of BOP Daoke in 
the AOR of 144 Bn, Amritsar 
sector was found fallen this 
morning in Pak area, 20 me-
ters in their territory opposite 
the AOR of BOP Bharopal. It 
hovered in the sky for a few 
minutes when counter-drone 
measures were taken and fell 
while returning,” BSF said in 
a statement on Wednesday.

Earlier on November 26, a 
suspected flying object com-
ing from the Pakistani side 

was shot down by the secu-
rity personnel deployed at 
Daoke Border Outpost (BoP) 
in Amritsar sector on India-
Pakistan international border.

Security personnel fired 
six rounds from their INSAS 
rifles and downed a drone.

Later, it was found to be 
a China-made Quadcopter 
DJI Matrice 300RTK brand 
drone, lying in the field near 
the border. A few cameras 
were also found fitted in the 
drone.

In the last two months, Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) has 
shot down three drones in the 
Amritsar area.

Haryana Cm direCts offiCials for online 
uPdation of data of all anganwadis

BSF foils another Pak drone intrusion attempt

Power to schools, hospitals 
not to be snapped in Punjab

for rail infrastruCture

Haryana Rail Infrastructure 
Development Corporation 
(HRIDC) meeting was held 
here under the chairman-
ship of the Chief Secretary, 
Sanjeev Kaushal. 

Loan of $128 million (Rs. 
1040 crore) from Asian 
Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank (AIIB) has been 
sanctioned for the rail in-
frastructure projects, said 
Sanjeev Kaushal. It was ap-
prised in the meeting that 
the Chief Minister, Mano-
har Lal Khattar has urged 
the Union Rail Minister 
to expedite the process of 
approval to Karnal-Yamu-
nanagar Rail Line Project. 
The Chief Minister has re-
cently written a letter to the 
Union Railway Minister to 
give clearance to the project 
at the earliest.

It was further apprised 
that HRIDC is preparing 

a Detailed Project Report 
for railway connectivity 
between IGI Airport Delhi 
and Maharaja Agrasen 
Airport,  Hisar via Bi-
jwasan Gurugram- Basai 
Dhankot- Sultanpur- Fa-
rukhnagar- Jhajjar- Astal 
Bohar - Rohtak- Dobh Ba-
hali- Hansi Hisar Airport. 
HRIDC has been awarded 
by Urban Infra Group for 
excellence in ‘New Rail In-
frastructure Development’ 
on the occasion of second 
Urban Infra Business Sum-
mit and Awards, 2022 at par 
with well-established play-
ers in Rail Sector. 

 It was apprised in the 
meeting that Northern 
Railway will be requested 
for running the direct train 
between Sirsa-Chandigarh 
Via Hisar-Bhiwani-Rohtak-
Panipat-Ambala. Gurugram 
will be the permanent head 
office for which the state 
government has allotted a 

plot in sector 32 to set up its 
main office.

In the meeting the officers 
were directed to expedite 
the land acquisition pro-
cess for Haryana Orbital 
Rail Corridor Project for 
rail connectivity expansion 
in the State. In this 130-km-
long corridor, a new double 
rail line from Sohna to Pal-
wal having 17 stations will 
pass through Badli, Mane-
sar and Sohna and run 
along the Kundli-Manesar-
Palwal expressway. On this 
occasion, Additional Chief 
Secretary, Revenue,  V. S 
Kundu, Additional Chief 
Secretary, Finance,  Anurag 
Rastogi were present in the 
meeting while Commission-
er, Rohtak Division, Sanjeev 
Verma, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Jhajjar,  Shakti Singh, 
Managing Director, HRIDC, 
Rajesh Agarwal and other 
officers joined the meeting 
through video conferencing.

Haryana govt to receive  
Rs 1,040-crore from AIIB
TDG NETWORK
Chandigarh 
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in Haryana

Congress’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra led by Rahul Gandhi 
resumed from Malab Vil-
lage in Nuh’s Haryana on 
Thursday.

People in large num-
bers were seen joining the 
march holding banners 
and party flags. The ongo-
ing foot march of the grand 
old party entered the state of 
Haryana on Wednesday. On 
Wednesday, while address-
ing a gathering here, Rahul 
Gandhi took a swipe at the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and other par-
ties and said that the leaders 
of these parties do not listen 
to the public.

“Nowadays, there is a gap 
between the leaders of BJP, 
Samajwadi Party, and the 
public. Leaders think there 
is no need to listen to the 
public and give speeches 
for hours. We have tried 
to change this in this jour-
ney,” Gandhi earlier said on 

Wednesday. On Tuesday 
the Congress foot march 
observed its last day in the 
Congress-ruled state of Ra-
jasthan. It is the only Con-
gress-ruled state where the 
yatra covered around 500 
km over 17 days before en-
tering Haryana.

Bharat Jodo Yatra will 
reach the National capital 
on December 24.

Congress MP and party 
General Secretary (com-
munications) Jairam Ra-
mesh on Monday tweeted 

the complete schedule of the 
BJY’s Delhi leg.

It will start from Delhi’s 
Babarpur Metro station on 
December 24 at 6 am and 
will reach Ashram Chowk 
at 10.30 am. There will be 
a lunch break at Ashram 
Chowk and will resume 
from there at 1.30 pm will 
go from Mathura Road to 
India Gate and ITO and will 
finally reach Red Fort.

Yatra will end at Red Fort 
with the address of Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi.

Rahul Gandhi and other 
leaders will first go to Ra-
jghat, after that they will 
also go to Shanti Van, Shakti 
Sthal and Veer Bhoomi.

After a break of 9 days the 
yatra will resume. On Janu-
ary 3, the Yatra will start 
again from Delhi itself.

The Bharat Jodo Yatra, 
which began on Septem-
ber 7 from Kanyakumari, 
will cover 3,570 km by next 
year. It is the longest march 
on foot by any Indian politi-
cian in the history of India, 
the Congress has claimed.

Rahul Gandhi aims to mo-
bilize the party cadre and 
unite the general public 
against the alleged “divisive 
politics in the country”.

So far, the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra has covered parts of 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Kar-
nataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Te l a n g a n a ,  M a d h y a 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Maharashtra, and has now 
entered Haryana. It will end 
in Kashmir next year.

bHarat jodo yatra resumes from nuH 
TDG NETWORK
nuh (haryana)   

Punjab minister says

Haryana Home minister

Under the aegis of CM 
Bhagwant Mann, Punjab is 
consistently improving its 
health indicators. In congru-
ence with the Punjab gov-
ernment’s resolve to make 
Punjab number one in the 
health sector.The results of 
the efforts being put in the 
last eight months are starting 
to appear as Punjab is bag-
ging validations of the central 
government in the health 
sphere.In one such recogni-
tion, on the occasion of Uni-
versal Health Coverage Day, 

Punjab has been awarded for 
achieving the target to open 
Health and Wellness Cen-
tres (HWCs) well in advance 
of the timeline of Decem-
ber-2022.

Disclosing more about 
this feat Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Minister Chetan 
Singh Jauramajra stated that 
Punjab has successfully op-
erationalized 2989 HWCs 
in the state against GoI’s set 
target of 2810 HWCs by De-
cember-2022. It is a major 
step forward in betterment 
of health facilities in the state 
and speaks volumes about 

government’s push for im-
provement in health infra-
structure.

Speaking about the work-
ing of HWCs Jauramajra 
stated that these Centres play 
a major role in primary and 
preventive health care.These 
centres cater to a popula-
tion of approximately 5000 
and are manned by a Com-
munity Health officer, one 
ANM, One Health worker 
and ASHAs. 

These internet enabled 
centres also work as Tele-
medicine nodal point for the 
public. 

The Punjab Government led 
by Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann is committed is to make 
multipronged improvements 
in the health and education 
to provide world standard 
facilities to people of Punjab, 
said Power Minister Harb-
hajan Singh ETO. Taking an 
important decision here today, 
The Cabinet Minister Harb-
hajan Singh ETO has issued 
directions that the electricity 

connection of any government 
school or hospital will not be 
disconnected.

The Power Minister said that 
the Punjab Government under 
the leadership of Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann has been 
working on the lines of the rev-
olutionary reforms carried out 
by the Arvind Kejriwal gov-
ernment in Delhi in the field of 
health and education.

He said that a strict action 
would be taken if any officer 
disconnected the power con-

nection of government health 
and education institutions at 
his own level.

Pertinently, recently a JE-
level officer had disconnected 
the electricity connection of 
seven government schools 
in Kapurthala district at his 
own level without consulting 
senior officials of the PSPCL 
department. He was sus-
pended after matter come to 
knowledge of the Power min-
ister and a charge sheet has 
also been issued.

A Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) has been formed 
by the Haryana Govern-
ment to look into the inci-
dent of the breakdown of 
Haryana Home Minister 
Anil Vij’s car in Gurugram.

On December 18, the shock 
absorber of the official car used 
by Vij broke into two parts 
when the minister was travel-
ling on the KMP Expressway 
to reach Gurugram from Am-
bala Cantonment area The SIT 
formed is headed by Virendra 
Vij, Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (DCP) of East Guru-
gram. Other members include 

ACP Vikas Kaushik, Sub-
Inspector Umesh, Jyoti the 
incharge of Gurugram’s Foren-
sic Sicience Unit, ASI Randhir 
Singh, motor mechanic of Po-
lice Lines. The head mechanic 
of Haryana Roadways has also 
been included in the team. The 
team will thoroughly investi-
gate the incident to ascertain its 
real cause.

Following the incident, 
minister Vij took to Twitter 
and posted, “Escaped mirac-
ulously while travelling from 
Ambala Cantt to Gurugram 
when shocker of my official 
@MercedesBenzInd E200 
broke into two pieces in mov-
ing car on KMP Road.”

‘Centre validates imProvement in 
Punjab’s HealtH infrastruCture’

SIT formed to probe 
breakdown of Anil Vij’s car

amid Covid surge 

Amid the surge in CO-
VID cases, the Se-
nior Divisional Com-

mercial Manager (Sr. DCM) 
of Northern Railways’ Am-
bala Division on Thursday 
exudes hope that the lock-
down situation may not ar-
rive and that railway is ready 
to counter the situation.

Sr. DCM, Hari Mohan 
Sharma in a conversation 
with ANI said, “The situa-
tion of lockdown may not 
come now. The Railways 
have already given Covid 
vaccine to all employees, rail-
way passengers and senior 
citizens, which would help 
fight the situation better”. 
“In the last two waves, Rail-
ways closed all the trains so 
that the coronavirus did not 

spread much”, he said and 
added, “People like to travel 
by Train, due to its cost effi-
ciency. This results in a huge 
crowd at the railway sta-
tions”. About Railway’s pre-
paredness, he further stated, 
“There is information that a 
railway meeting is being held 
in Delhi, so some guidelines 
and alerts will come soon”.

Addressing the surge in 
COVID cases, he further 
said, “Now that the WHO 
has alerted all the countries, 
and the central government 
has alerted all the states, it is 
advisable to use Masks and 
Sanitizers to prevent the 
spread of the virus”.

“Although the COVID rules 
for the recent surge have not 
been implemented, Railways 
are already on alert, and 
stricter rules will come to 

force, once the guidelines are 
recieved”, he said.

Notably, COVID-19 is again 
creating havoc in many coun-
tries, and due to a situation 
of lockdown in many places, 
the central government has 
already alerted the states re-
garding the same. Railways 
have also been warned, al-
though no official guideline 
has come for the railways. 
Notably, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Thursday 
chaired a high-level virtual 
meeting to review the COV-
ID-19 situation and its related 
aspects in the county. Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
Union Health Miniter Man-
sukh Mandaviya and NITI 
Aayog Chief Executive Offi-
cer Parameswaran Iyer were 
among others who partici-
pated in the meeting. Earlier 

in the day, Health Minister 
Mandaviya said that the gov-
ernment has started random 
RT-PCR sampling among the 
passengers arriving at Inter-
national airports in the coun-
try amid the recent surge 
of Coronavirus infection in 
various countries including 
China, Japan, South Korea, 
France, and United States.

He also encouraged the states 
to increase awareness towards 
precautionary doses.

“We are keeping an eye on 
the global Covid situation 
and are taking steps accord-
ingly. The States are advised 
to increase genome-sequenc-
ing to timely identify the new 
variant of Covid-19,” Manda-
viya added. He further said 
that the health department 
has been proactive in man-
aging the Covid pandemic. 

The Centre has also provided 
financial assistance to States 
in the fight against the pan-
demic, he added.

Mandaviya has already di-
rected the officials to be fully 
geared up and strengthen 
the surveillance system for 
whole genome sequencing 
of positive case samples to 
track the variants through 
the Indian SARS-CoV-2 
Genomics Consortium (IN-
SACOG) network to ensure 
the timely detection of newer 
variants, if any, circulating in 
the country. There has been 
an alarming surge in Covid 
cases in China, Japan, South 
Korea, France, and the Unit-
ed States. The spike is being 
blamed on the new Omicron 
sub-variant BF.7, which has 
also been detected in four In-
dian states. 

railways is already PrePared 
for Covid situation: offiCial
TDG NETWORK
ambala 

Rahul Gandhi with his supporters.

Haryana Home Minister Anil Vij and his car. 

top of the day

Punjab Cm Holds 
meeting on Covid 
situation
Chandigarh: as the 
entire nation gears up 
for a possible increase in 
the number of Covid-19 
cases in the next few days, 
Chief minister of Punjab, 
bhagwant mann chaired 
a meeting of the officials 
of the state health depart-
ment over the Covid-19 
situation. The meeting 
was held at the Chan-
digarh secretariat on 
Thursday. meanwhile, the 
Punjab government has 
claimed that they have 
only nine active Covid-19 
cases in the state with 16 
districts of the state re-
porting zero Covid cases 
so far. “We just have nine 
active cases of Covid. 16 
districts do not have any 
positive cases of Covid 19 
so far,” said Chetan Singh 
Jouramajra, the health 
minister of Punjab. The 
entire country is gearing 
up for a possible fourth 
wave of Covid-19, with 
the new Omicron sub-
variant bF.7, said to be the 
reason behind the surge 
in Covid cases in China, 
being found in india.

Haryana Cm to 
awards on good 
governanCe day
Chandigarh: While 
turning the Chief minister 
manohar lal ’s dream 
of ‘digital haryana’ with 
maximum governance 
and minimum govern-
ment into reality,  sev-
eral departments will be 
given 7 State level and 
15 district-level good 
governance awards by  
the Chief minister during 
a state-level programme 
scheduled to be held on 
this  good governance 
day, december 25 in 
Panchkula.  The awards 
include flagship schemes 
of the state government 
such as Parivar Pehchan 
Patra, mukhyamantri 
antyodaya Parivar utthan 
yojana, Chirayu haryana 
yojana, auto appeal 
System (aaS) and many 
other several projects. 
The awardees will be 
honoured for bringing in 
digital reforms in their 
respective departments 
and further ensuring that 
the State government’s 
determined and persis-
tent efforts to employ 
e-governance for making 
delivery of citizen-centric 
services to the people in a 
time-bound.

vij: PeoPle of 
Haryana need 
not PaniC, but 
follow norms 
Chandigarh: respond-
ing to a question asked by 
a media person regarding 
the possible new wave 
of Covid, he said that the 
state government is com-
pletely prepared to face 
any situation by taking 
experience from the past 
Covid waves. The major 
issue with the previous 
Covid wave, according to 
the health minister, was 
testing, but now rT PCr 
machines have been 
installed in every district 
of the state. he added that 
now we are completely 
prepared for Covid testing. 
he said that “we have an 
adequate number of ven-
tilators, earlier there was 
a big problem of oxygen 
shortage but now we have 
installed PSa plants in 
all the hospitals with the 
capacity of 50 beds and 
now there is no shortage 
of oxygen”. 
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Covid ConCern 
weighs: stoCks 
settle low for 
third straight day 

markets affeCted on alert mode responsible aCt 

fresh measures 

wishlist 

States gear up for the worst, 
review on govt hospitals in Delhi 

bJp CanCels Jan aakrosh yatra 
in view of Covid surge

karnataka starts mandatory Covid tests 

India’s objective is to hold G20 
meetings in ‘physical format’: MEA

The Directorate Gener-
al of Health Services 
(DGHS), a unit of the 

Union Health Ministry will 
take a review of Covid-19 
preparedness on all Central 
Government hospitals in the 
national capital, according 
to sources.

Meanwhile, the national 
capital has not reported 
any cases of BF.7 variant of 
Covid’s Omicron so far, an 
official said. Dr Suresh, MD, 
Lok Nayak Jai Prakash Nara-
yan Hospital said that LNJP 
hospital being the largest in 
the country which has been 
providing treatment for Co-
vid patients, is vigilant and 
has a preparation including 
the ICU beds.

In Uttar Pradesh, Chief 

Minister Yogi Adityanath 
reviewed the Covid situa-
tion in the state along with 
the high-level Team 9 con-
stituted for the purpose of 
Covid-19 management and 
gave necessary instructions 
to the officials.

Even as new Covid cases 
were detected in different 
countries over the past one 
week, the situation in Ut-
tar Pradesh remains under 
control with not a single 
positive case being reported 
in the last 24 hours, accord-
ing to the state health depart-
ment. According to the Uttar 
Pradesh Government, the 
strategy of trace, test, treat-
ment and vaccine under the 
guidance of the Prime Min-
ister to prevent Covid has 
proved successful.

Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami 

on Thursday called for a 
meeting at the Secretariat to 
discuss the Covid-19 cases in 
the state and directed the of-
ficers to launch a campaign 
to install booster doses in 
the state for effective con-
trol of Covid-19. During 
the meeting, the CM asked 
the officials to organise the 
booster camp with immedi-
ate action in all the districts 
of Uttrakhand and Control 
rooms should be activated 
in all the sections. The CM 
said that genome sequenc-
ing should also be done for 
the new cases of Covid that 
will come. “The campaign 
should be widely publicised 
through various mediums 
and the people should be 
motivated to apply booster 
dose. Also, regular reviews 
of Covid should be conduct-
ed,” said Dhami.

In Kerala, Health Minister 
Veena George said on Thurs-
day that a general alert has 
been issued in the state due 
to the increasing number 
of Covid-19 cases in some 
countries such as China, Ja-
pan, South Korea and United 
States. 

She said there is no cause 
for concern in the state and 
urged people to be cautious 
and take precautionary mea-
sures. Districts have been 
asked to increase surveil-
lance, she said. The minister 
said that genomic sequenc-
ing is being done of the Co-
vid-19 cases being reported 
in the state. “The govern-
ment is conducting genomic 
sequencing. Rajiv Gandhi 
Institute for Biotechnology 
and Kozhikode Medical Col-
lege have facilities to do this,” 
she said.

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

TDG NeTwork
RajasthaN

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

TDG NeTwork
BeNgaluRu

Indian stock indices settled 
lower on Thursday, ex-
tending losses for the third 
straight session over con-
cerns of a possible resur-
gence of Covid cases in sev-
eral countries. 

Sensex closed at 60,826.22 
points, down 241.02 points 
or 0.39 per cent, whereas Nif-
ty closed at 18,127.35 points, 
down 71.75 points or 0.39 
per cent. Among the Nifty 
50 stocks, UPL, Mahindra 
and Mahindra, Bajaj Finserv, 
Eicher Motors, and Indusind 
Bank were the top five losers, 
whereas Sun Pharma, SBI 
Life, Ultratech Cement, Gra-
sim Industries, and Asian 
Paints were the top five gain-
ers, National Stock Exchange 
data showed. 

Continued from page 1

pm chalks out Covid roadmap: 
no complacency, more testing 

cylinders, PSA plants, ventilators and human resourc-
es. PM Modi directed officials to ramp up testing and 
also genomic sequencing efforts. States have been asked 
to share a larger number of samples with the designated 
INSACOG Genome Sequencing Laboratories (lGSLs) for 
genome sequencing on a daily basis. This will support 
timely detection of newer variants, if any, circulating in 
the country and facilitate undertaking requisite public 
health measures, the release said. 

The Prime Minister also urged everyone to follow Cov-
id-appropriate behaviour at all times, especially in view 
of the upcoming festive season, including wearing masks 
in crowded public places.Precautionary dose may be en-
couraged especially for vulnerable and elderly groups 
was also suggested.  

The Prime Minister was informed that there is adequate 
availability with regard to medicines, vaccines and hos-
pital beds. He advised that availability and prices of es-
sential medicines should be regularly monitored. High-
lighting the globally-appreciated work of the frontline 
healthcare workers, Prime Minister exhorted them to 
continue working in the same selfless and dedicated man-
ner. 

The meeting was attended by Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, 
Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia, Minister of 
External Affairs S Jaishankar, Information and Broad-
casting Minister Anurag Thakur and Minister of State for 
Health Bharati Pravin Pawar.

Principal Secretary to PM PK Mishra, NITI Aayog CEO 
Parameswaran Iyer, Member (Health) NITI Aayog Dr VK 
Paul, Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Gauba, PMO Advisor Amit 
Khare, Home Secretary AK Bhalla, Secretary (HFW) 
Rajesh Bhushan, Secretary (DHR) Dr Rajiv Bahl were 
among senior officials who attended the meeting.

ima advisory: use masks, avoid 
international travel

throat, cough, or loose motions and to get Covid vacci-
nation including a precautionary dose at the earliest. 

“In view of the sudden surge of Covid cases in different 
countries, the Indian Medical Association alerts and ap-
peals to the public to follow Covid appropriate behaviour 
with immediate effect. As per the available reports, nearly 
5.37 lakhs new cases have been reported in last 24 hours 
from major countries like the USA, Japan, South Korea, 
France and Brazil. India has reported 145 new cases in the 
last 24 hours out of which four cases are the new China 
variant - BF.7,” the IMA said in a statement. 

The IMA also appealed to the government to upscale the 
preparedness for any such situation as seen in 2021 by is-
suing necessary instructions to the concerned Ministries 
and Departments to make available emergency medi-
cines, oxygen supply and ambulance services.

No decision yet to stop flights to 
and from China: govt
from India to China but as of now, there is no such 
order issued to stop connecting flights to India which 
are arriving via China. The Ministry of Civil Aviation 

(MoCA) is an executing ministry, the final decision will 
come from the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
(MoHFW),” government sources told the news agency. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to chair this 
afternoon a high-level meeting to review the Covid-19 
situation and its related aspects in the county. 

Meanwhile, India is keeping an eye on the Covid situa-
tion in China, said the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) 
on Thursday amid the rapid rise in cases in the country. 

“We are keeping an eye on the Covid situation in China. 
We have always helped other countries as the pharmacy 
of the world,” said MEA Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi 
during a weekly press briefing. “We are yet to issue a trav-
el advisory but people should follow local guidelines in 
the country where they’re living,” he added. 

no entry for tourists without 
testing in taj mahal 
Taj Mahal in Agra. Keeping the situation in mind, they 
will have to undergo a Covid test before their visit as per 
the official sources. Anil Satsangi, the District Health In-
formation Officer (Agra) said, “The health department 
has already started the tests to prevent the spread of in-
fection. As the alert is on, the tests have now been made 
mandatory for all the visitors.” 

‘it’s bJp’s new idea, making 
excuses to stop yatra: rahul 

Mandaviya has also requested to postpone the foot 
march if the following protocol is not possible. 

“If following Covid protocol is not possible then the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra be postponed in the national interest, 
taking note of the public health emergency,” the letter 
further stated. 

Mandaviya said he wrote the letter after three MPs from 
Rajasthan wrote to him saying many people who had par-
ticipated in the yatra had contracted the infection.

He said Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu, who participated in the yatra some days 
ago, had also tested positive. 

The yatra completed its Rajasthan leg on Tuesday and 
entered Haryana on Wednesday morning.

india, China agree to maintain 
stability along laC 
Sector,” the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said 
in a statement. The MEA statement said the two sides 
agreed to stay in close contact, and maintain dialogue 
through military and diplomatic channels and work 
out a mutually acceptable resolution of the remaining 
issues at the earliest. 

“Building on the progress made after the last meeting 
on 17th July 2022, the two sides exchanged views on the 
resolution of the relevant issues along the LAC in the 
Western Sector in an open and constructive manner,” 
the ministry added. The two sides had a frank and in-
depth discussion, keeping in line with the guidance pro-
vided by the State Leaders to work for the resolution of 
the remaining issues at the earliest which would help in 
the restoration of peace and tranquility along the LAC 
in the Western Sector and enable progress in bilateral 
relations. 

The 17th round of the Corps Commander Level Meeting 
comes after the recent border clash in the Yangtse area of 

the Tawang sector. On December 9, PLA troops tried to 
transgress LAC in the Yangtse area of the Tawang sector 
and unilaterally change the status quo.

defence ministry clears 
rs 85,000 cr for Zorawar light 
tanks, mounted howitzers

crore. It is pertinent to mention that 21 proposals, worth 
Rs 82,127 crore (97.4 per cent), are approved for procure-
ment from indigenous sources. This unprecedented ini-
tiative of DAC will not only modernise the Armed Forces 
but also provide a substantial boost to the defence indus-
try to achieve the goal of ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’. 

The AoNs accorded will equip the Indian Army with 
platforms and equipment such as Futuristic Infantry 
Combat Vehicles, Light Tanks and Mounted Gun Systems 
providing a quantum jump to the Indian Army’s opera-
tional preparedness. Proposals approved also include the 
procurement of Ballistic Helmets, with enhanced protec-
tion levels, for our soldiers, stated an official statement 
from Defence Ministry.

Approvals for procurement of Naval Anti-Ship Missiles, 
Multi-Purpose Vessels and High Endurance Autonomous 
Vehicles will further enhance maritime strength giving a 
boost to the Indian Navy’s capabilities. Indian Air Force 
will be further strengthened with enhanced lethal capa-
bilities by the induction of a new range of missile systems, 
Long Range Guided Bombs, Range Augmentation Kit for 
conventional bombs and advanced surveillance systems.

The procurement of Next Generation Offshore Patrol 
Vessels for the Indian Coast Guard will enhance surveil-
lance capability in the coastal areas to new heights. 

govt sets up 22 mobile towers in 
arunachal border 
18 mobile towers while Airtel will install 4 mobile towers. 
We had given a proposal for installing 45 mobile towers 
and the Centre has approved 22 mobile towers as of now. 
The government has taken initiative to improve mobile 
connectivity along the bordering areas aiming at good 
mobile connectivity to security forces as well as civilians. 
The Defence areas have been given priority. The new mo-
bile towers will be installed in the bordering areas like 
Chuna, Yangtse, Damteng Bumla, Klemta, Y Junction, T 
Gompa area, Lumpo, Zemithang,” Kesang Ngurup Damo 
said. He further said that the government has also de-
cided to build a 200 Kilowatt mini hydel project for the 
military in the T-Gompa area.

Cold wave likely in north india, 
temperature to dip this weekend

wind speed are the criterion. From Punjab up to Bi-
har and till Gigantic West Bengal and Northern parts of 
Rajasthan, the wind speed in the morning hours is less 
which is 2-3 km per hour along with sufficient availability 
of moisture, and during the day time, we have a clear sky,” 
he told news agency. 

“There is no cold wave condition as of now in the plains, 
but in the coming few days from December 24 or Decem-
ber 25, we are expecting a decrease in temperature by 1-2 
degrees in Punjab, Haryana, and North Rajasthan. So 
in a few places, cold waves will be felt. You can see cur-
rently we are feeling severe cold days. On a severely cold 
day, you can see the day’s maximum temperature stays 

4.5 degrees less than the normal temperature. This situ-
ation will remain for the next 2 days in Punjab, Haryana, 
North West UP, and North Rajasthan. Now you can say 
that winter has started,” he further added. 

gujarat hC directs govt to submit 
sit progress report

Home department and seeking a report within a week. 
“We expect strict action from the state government,” the 
HC observed. The Supreme Court in November said the 
Morbi bridge collapse incident was an ‘enormous trage-
dy’, as it asked the Gujarat High Court, which was already 
holding hearings in the matter suo motu, to hold periodi-
cal hearings. 

 

govt respects judiciary: 
kiren rijiju

authority to put allegations against me or our govern-
ment on this.” 

“We are guided by the Constitution of India, but the 
sovereignty of India lies with the people of India. We get 
elected and if people do not choose us, we will sit in the 
opposition. If somebody tries to undermine judiciary, 
that’s a clear onslaught on the democratic process of the 
country,” the Law Minister emphatically said. 

“In fact, it is just the opposite. We have given utmost 
respect to the judiciary. We have extended benefits to all 
retired judges so that they can live a life full of dignity and 
other support systems. Why we have done so, because we 
want that judiciary must feel comfortable,” he said. 

“I have very cordial relationship with the judiciary. Con-
gress wants to disturb that,” the minister added. 

My recent comment on judiciary in Parliament has been 
misunderstood and blown out of proportion. “I never said 
that SC should give priority to only constitutional mat-
ters, and petty bail cases can be handled by lower courts. 
I wanted to mean when it comes to question of liberty, the 
SC must chip in.” 

On the on-going border tussle, Rijiju said that what 
Modi government has done in border areas has been sim-
ply amazing. “I come from a border state. In my childhood 
there was not connectivity. We have now mobile, great 
connectivity in those areas. North East and other border 
areas were so neglected. People from northeast now feel 
connected,” he said. “So when you talk about Congress al-
legations, it does not really mean anything. These people 
are part time politicians. However, we, in BJP work with a 
mission mode. Both cannot be compared.”  

With the surge of Covid cas-
es in China and several other 
countries, Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Thursday 
cancelled its Jan Aakrosh 
Yatra led by BJP State Presi-
dent Dr Satish Poonia in Ra-
jasthan.

“Bharatiya Janata Party’s 
Janakrosh Yatra against the 
misrule of Congress, Jungle 
Raj, and corruption in Raj-
asthan was getting immense 
public support, but keeping 
in view the general precau-

tions and instructions of 
Covid, it has been postponed 
till the next time in the pub-
lic interest,” Tweeted BJP 
State President Dr Satish 
Poonia. While addressing 
the general assembly of Jan 
Aakrosh Yatra in Banswara 
and Kushalgarh he said that 
the way people are show-
ing resentment towards the 
Congress government, it is 
certain that in 2023 the peo-
ple will bid goodbye to them.

“I have been in Vagad area 
for three days. The way peo-
ple are showing resentment 
towards the Congress gov-

ernment, it is certain that in 
2023 Congress will bid fare-
well from here and the sun of 
BJP will rise with full glory,” 
Tweeted Satish Poonia.

Ahead of the Rajasthan 
assembly polls, the Jan Aak-
rosh Yatra was started in the 
state on December 1.

The BJP’s yatra comes 
ahead of the 2023 Rajas-
than Assembly elections 
which will likely take place 
around December next year. 
The election will choose the 
representatives of all the 200 
seats in the state’s Legislative 
Assembly.

India’s objective is to hold 
the scheduled meetings un-
der its G20 presidency in 
“physical format,” the Min-
istry of External Affairs said 
on Thursday amid a surge in 
Covid cases in China. 

“There are more than 
200 meetings that we have 
planned, some of them have 
already taken place in De-
cember. Our expectation and 
our objective is to have these 
meetings in physical format. 
Whether, as and when if we 
have to change these guide-
lines or this plan, we will 

let you know,” said MEA 
Spokesperson Arindam 
Bagchi when asked whether 
India plans to conduct up-
coming G20 meetings in 
virtual mode considering 
the Covid-19 scare. “For the 
moment, we do plan to have 
these meetings in physi-
cal format, he said during a 
weekly press briefing. 

Arindam Bagchi further 
said that an announcement 
will be made if there is a 
change in the plan regarding 
scheduled G20 meetings.

Notably, India assumed the 
G20 presidency on Decem-
ber 1. During its presidency, 
India will host more than 

200 meetings in more than 
50 cities across 32 different 
workstreams. The G20 is an 
intergovernmental forum of 
the world’s 20 major devel-
oped and developing econo-
mies, making it the premier 
forum for international eco-
nomic cooperation. 

India is keeping an eye on 
the Covid situation in Chi-
na, said the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA) amid 
the rapid rise in cases in the 
country.

“We are keeping an eye on 
the Covid situation in China. 
We have always helped oth-
er countries as the pharmacy 
of the world,” said Bagchi.

delhi govt sChools to remain 
Closed from January 1-12 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi government’s Directorate of 
Education on Thursday announced that all govern-
ment schools will remain closed for winter vacation 
from 1 January to 12 January 2023. 

The ‘remedial classes’ will be held for classes IX to 
XII from January 2 to January 14, 2023. According to 
the order by the government, “In case of double-shift 
schools, remedial classes will be held in separate wings 
of the school. However, if there is a space crunch, the 
HoS of Evening Shift Schools may consult the con-
cerned DDE (District) and opt for Evening Timings 
accordingly.”

The Karnataka government on 
Thursday decided to conduct a man-
datory Covid test for those with In-
fluenza Like Illness (ILI) and Severe 
Acute Respiratory Illness (SARI) in 
the state. 

Speaking to reporters following a 
meeting under the chairmanship of 
Chief Minister Basvaraj Bommai on 

Covid management, Health Minister 
Dr K Sudhakar said, “In view of the 
increase in Covid cases in several 
countries including China, a high-
level meeting was chaired by CM Bas-
varaj Bommai with the technical ad-
visory committee and senior officials 
to discuss prevention and mitigation 
of infection in the state. 2,000-3,000 
people are already being tested for Co-
vid-19 every day.” Additionally, it has 
been decided that mandatory Covid 

tests will be conducted for those with 
Influenza Like Illness (ILI) and Severe 
Acute Respiratory Illness (SARI) in 
the state. 

An advisory will be issued mak-
ing masks mandatory in indoor, 
closed, and air-conditioned places. 
Union government guidelines will 
be followed for random testing and 
screening of passengers arriving from 
abroad at international airports. Some 
people are already being tested at the 

airport, Minister Sudhakar said. 
He said, “Oxygen plants have been 

installed at many hospitals. We will 
see to it that they are functioning 
properly. We have decided to reserve 
some beds in district hospitals for 
Covid. Private hospitals will also be 
instructed to reserve beds as well.”

A meeting is being held at the Union 
government level, and new guidelines 
will be released in the state based on 
the centre’s guidelines.
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DECLARATION

STORM OUT

The Delhi High court on 
Thursday issued notice to 
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) on the plea of 
expelled Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leader Kuldeep 
Singh Sengar seeking in-
terim bail for his daughter’s 
wedding.

The Division bench com-
prising justices Mukta Gupta 

and Poonam A Bamba is-
sued notice to the CBI and 

directed it to file a reply. The 
matter has been listed for 
further hearing on January 
16. Sengar has moved a plea 
through Advocate Vaibhav 
Sharma.

Sengar, who is a convict in 
the 2017 minor rape case in 
Unnao, has sought interim 
bail for his daughter’s wed-
ding on February 8, 2023, 
whose ceremonies will start 
in January. He has been 

awarded a life sentence for 
the offense he allegedly com-
mitted. He was also convict-
ed and sentenced to 10 years 
imprisonment in the case of 
custodial death of the father 
of a rape victim.

However, Sengar’s appeal 
against the conviction and 
sentence is pending before 
the High Court, and his plea 
for regular bail is also under 
consideration.

The Opposition leaders of 
the Maharashtra legisla-
tive assembly on Thurs-
day staged a walk-out after 
Speaker Rahul Narwekar de-
nied a debate on the phone-
tapping incident raised by 
Congress MLA Nana Patole.

Despite relentless pleas 
by the Opposition legisla-
tors before the Speaker to 
discuss the phone-tapping 

incident, the same was de-
nied, to which Leader of Op-
position Ajit Pawar jabbed at 
Narwekarthat and said that 
the speaker was shielding 
the government and staged 
a walk-out from the House 
along with other Opposition 
MLAs. Pawar said that rule 
57 of the state legislature en-
tails keeping aside the listed 
proceedings to take up issues 
of utmost importance. “The 
phone tapping issue was 

very important so we re-
quested to stop the Q and A 
session and asked for a dis-
cussion over the phone tap-
ping issue, as the BJP-Shinde 
govt formed the investiga-
tion but it was stopped. We 
have been in the house for 
the past 30 to 35 years and 
we know how the function-
ing is but an attempt to crab 
our voice has been made, 
and clean chit has been given 
to them, so today we decided 

to walk out from the house,” 
said Pawar.

There were allegations 
of phone tapping levelled 
by several MLAs includ-
ing Maharashtra Congress 
chief Nana Patole. The con-
troversy over phone tapping 
erupted in 2020 after audio 
clips purportedly having 
a telephonic conversation 
between Union minister Ga-
jendra Singh and Congress 
leaders surfaced.

DELHI HC ISSUES NOTICE TO CBI ON UNNAO 
RAPE CONVICT’S PLEA SEEKING INTERIM BAIL

Maha Opposition walkout from Assembly as 
govt refuses to discuss phone tapping issue

OFFENCE

Congress President Nana 
Patole on Thursday said that 
Mahatma Gandhi cannot be 
compared with anyone and 
took a jibe at the BJP’s “new 
India.”

“Father of the nation can’t 
be compared with anyone. 
Their (BJP) ‘new India’ is only 
about making a few friends 
super-rich while the rest 
of the population remains 
downtrodden and hungry. 
We don’t need this ‘new In-
dia,” Patole said. “If they want 
to make Modi ji ‘Father of the 
Nation’ of new India just for 
few rich businessmen then 
let them make. I congratulate 
them for the same,” Patole 
said. The Maharashtra Con-
gress chief ’s remarks came 
after Amruta Fadnavis, the 
wife of the state’s deputy chief 
minister Devendra Fadnavis 
on Wednesday termed prime 
minister Narendra Modi as 
“the father of new India” after 
she was asked about a 2019 
tweet in which she called him 
‘the father of our country.”

“We have two ‘rashtra pita’. 

Narendra Modi is the father 
of New India and Mahatma 
Gandhi is the father of the na-
tion of earlier times,” Amruta 
said during a programme in 
Nagpur where she was in-
vited as the chief guest.

Senior Congress leader 
Pramod Tiwari also hit out 
at the remarks made by the 
wife of the state’s deputy chief 
minister. “There can be two 
fathers in BJP but not in the 
country. There’ll be only one 
Father of Nation...” Tiwari 
said. Mentioning that Am-

ruta Fadnavis was the wife 
of five times Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis, he said, 
“Amrita spoke what was pres-
ent in the heart of the BJP. BJP 
and its organization are wor-
shipers of Godse.”

He alleged that the BJP and 
its organizations were filled 
with hatred for Gandhi and 
Congress.

“This is not just an insult to 
Gandhi but to the entire na-
tion. This theory was that of 
the BJP and not the nation,” 
he said.

Member of Parliament 
Kartikeya Sharma raised 
another pertinent ques-
tion in Rajya Sabha on 
Thursday whether the 
government is making ef-
forts for conducting scien-
tific assessment of glorious 
history and historical facts 
of India from the Vedic pe-
riod to the present day and 
introducing it into the cur-
riculum? 

Replying to the queries 
Minister of State for Sci-
ence and Technology 
Jitendra Singh congratu-
lated Kartikeya Sharma 
for raising such an issue 
which is generally ignored. 
The minister said: “I must 
congratulate the hon’ble 

member for raising the is-
sue which is seldom asked 
in the House. 

The question is about us-
ing modern technology to 
explore information from 
the ancient past. The de-
partment of Space Tech-
nology is working on this. 
We have got some informa-
tion relating to Harappan 
civilizations also.” 

“As far as the question 
asked by him (Kartikeya 
Sharma) regarding Ram 
Setu, let me tell you it has 
some limitations in fath-
oming out the issue. The 
history dates back is more 
than 18000 years and the 
bridge, if we go by the his-
tory, is 56 km long. To some 
extent through space tech-
nology, we have been able 

to discover pieces of is-
lands and limestone.”  But 
cannot accurately establish 
the remnants of bridge or 
parts of bridge, the minis-
ter said.  

“However, they have cer-
tain amount of continuity. 
To sum it up, it is difficult 

to pin point the exact struc-
ture that existed there, but 
there is some kind of indi-
cation that there was some 
structure.” 

We have tried to do 
similar kind of survey in 
Dwarka city also, the min-
ister added. 

MAHATMA CAN’T BE COMPARED WITH ANYONE: 
MAHA CONGRESS ON AMRUTA FADNAVIS’S  REMARK
TDG NETWORK
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BORDER ISSUE 

DRAW OUT

Karnataka Assembly on 
Thursday passed a unani-
mous resolution over the 
border issue with Maha-
rashtra stating that legal 
action will be taken against 
any minister of Maharash-
tra if they continue to make 
statements over the issue. 
The legislators condemned 
the Maharastra govern-
ment’s acts and reactions 
made by ministers espe-
cially, Shiv Sena (Thacker-
ay) leader Sanjay Raut. 

The move by the State 
Assembly has come at a 
time of heightened ten-
sion between Maharash-
tra and Karnataka over 
decades-old border conflict 
and the issue is also listed 
in the Supreme Court. 
The opposition created 
an uproar in the ongo-
ing winter session of the 
Maharashtra Legislative 
Assembly over the is-
sue and criticised Eknath 
Shinde’s  government. 
Several leaders of the 
Opposition have made 
‘strong’ statements over 

the issue and accused 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment of not responding 
strongly to Karnataka. 
R a u t  o n  We d n e s d ay 
sparked a fresh contro-
versy by saying, “We will 
enter Karnataka like China 
has entered the country”. 
The senior leader of the 
party said that he did not 
need anyone’s “permission” 
regarding the issue.

“Like China has entered, 
we will enter (Karnataka). 
We don’t need anyone’s per-
mission. We want to solve 
it through a discussion but 
Karnataka CM is igniting 
a fire. There is a weak gov-
ernment in Maharashtra 
and is not taking any stand 
on it,” Sanjay Raut said. 
Hitting out at Maharashtra’s 
Opposition leaders, Kar-
nataka Chief Minister Ba-
savraj Bommai on Wednes-
day said that that they had 
‘lost their mental balance’. 
Speaking to reporters, the 
Karnataka CM accused Op-
position members in the 
state Assembly of trying to 
politicize the border row. 
“The statements of the lead-

er of the Opposition in the 
Maharashtra State Assem-
bly both inside and outside 
the House give an impres-
sion that they have lost their 
mental balance. 

Previously, NCP lead-
ers had made a vain bid to 
draw political mileage out 
of it. This time, too, they 
have failed in their bid to 
do so,” CM Bommai said. 
The border dispute be-
tween Maharashtra and 
Karnataka goes back to the 
implementation of the State 
Reorganization Act, of 1956. 
The then Maharashtra gov-
ernment had demanded 
the readjustment of its 
border with Karnataka. 
Following this, a four-mem-
ber committee was formed 
by both states. The Maha-
rashtra government had 
expressed its willingness to 
transfer 260 predominantly 
Kannada-speaking vil-
lages, but the proposal was 
turned down by Karnataka. 
Both governments later 
approached the Supreme 
Court to expedite the mat-
ter. However, the matter is 
still pending arbitration. 

Bollywood actor Jacqueline 
Fernandez on Thursday de-
cided to withdraw the plea 
to travel abroad which she 
had filed earlier at the Patiala 
court. This comes after the 
court showed objection over 
the plea and said “You can 
withdraw the application 
and let the question of charge 
first be decided. Otherwise I 
will pass a judicial order,” the 
judge said. During the brief 
arguments, the counsel that 
appeared for ED opposed her 
plea and argued that the pro-
ceedings in the main case are 
at a crucial stage and being a 
foreign national, if she is al-
lowed to travel, she may not 
turn up.

During the hearing, Senior 
Advocate Siddharth Aggar-
wal who appeared for Jac-
quline, in his statement said, 
“I’ll not miss my dates on a 
single day in the court. On 
January 6, accuse 1 (Sukesh 

Chandrashekhar) will argue 
for his case and my (Jacque-
line’s) turn would come lat-
er”. Jacqueline Fernandez is 
one of the accused in the Ru-
pees 200 Crore money laun-
dering case involving Sukesh 
Chandrashekhar and others.

Jacqueline through a plea 
had sought permission 
to travel to her birthplace 
Bahrain to meet her ailing 
mother and claimed that 
her mother is going through 
several medical issues. She 
sought permission to travel to 
Bahrain from 23 December, 
2022, to 5 January, 2023.

KARNATAKA TO TAKE ‘LEGAL 
ACTION’ AGAINST MAHA LEADERS

Rs 200 cr Money laundering:  
Jacqueline withdraws plea to 
travel abroad after court objects
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DISHA SALIAN'S DEATH

Maharashtra Deputy 
Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis 

on Thursday announced a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) probe into the death 
case of Disha Salian, the 
manager of late actor Sushant 
Singh Rajput.

Bhartiya Janta Party MLAs 
demanded an investigation 
into the case in the Maha-
rashtra Assembly. BJP MLA 
Nitesh Rane and Shiv Sena 
(Eknath Shinde faction) 
MLA Bharat Gogavale raised 
the issue of Salian’s death in 
the Assembly and demanded 
an inquiry on the alleged role 
of Aaditya Thackeray, who 
was then a state minister.

Rane said, “the Mumbai 
police are investigating the 
case. However, evidence is 

suspected to be tampered 
with during the earlier gov-
ernment’s tenure. Hence, we 
demand re-opening of this 
case.” Rane also added, “Let 
the truth about the case come 
out, it’s still with Mumbai 
Police and not yet investi-
gated by CBI. I will request 
the chief minister to hand 

over the case to CBI. The fi-
nal postmortem report is yet 
to come and pages of the en-
tire book are yet to be found 
hence Narco test of Aaditya 
Thackeray must be conduct-
ed. It is A for Aaditya and A 
for Aaftab...” The Eknath 
Shinde faction of Shiv Sena 
MP Rahul Shewale raised the 

issue in Lok Sabha and called 
that in Sushant Singh’s case, 
many calls were received in 
the name of AU.

“Who is this “AU its Aaditya 
or Uddhav” Shewale asked. 
Meanwhile, Shiv Sena’s (Ud-
dhav faction) MLA Bhaskar 
Jadhav targeted Union and 
State Home Minister for de-
layed investigation for po-
litical benefits. He mentioned 
that the State Ex-Intelligence 
Chief Rashmi Shukla was 
given clean cheat on a fast 
track in a phone-tapping case 
of Maha Vikas Aghadi lead-
ers during BJP’s rule.

Leader of Opposition Ajit 
Pawar on Thursday criticised 
the ruling party for stalling 
the proceedings and divert-
ing from the real issues.

Pawar said, “It is surpris-
ing that ruling parties are 
creating a stir on non-issues. 

They should be ashamed of 
themselves for doing such 
nautanki.”

“Today the ruling party has 
created a stir in the house 
for the third time. The Disha 
Salian case was taken by CBI 
and it came to notice that it 
was suicide and everything 
was cleared on it. But the rul-
ing party is again raising this 
issue, we wanted to raise oth-
er important issues. I want to 
know that do they don’t trust 
CBI. This is against democ-
racy and we condemn this 
act of the ruling party as it is 
nothing but a drama going 
on,” said Pawar.

Disha Salian died on 8 June, 
2020 and on 14 June  that 
year the body of Sushant 
Singh Rajput was found 
hanging from the ceiling 
of his Bandra residence in 
Mumbai.

BJP DEMANDS AADITYA THACKERAY'S NARCO 
TEST, FADNAVIS ANNOUNCES SIT PROBE
TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

Disha Salian

Jacqueline Fernandez

Deputy CM Devendra Fadnavis's wife Amruta Fadnavis.

Kuldeep Singh Senkar

TOP OF THE DAY

SPECIAL COURT 
IMPOSES FINE ON 
SP LEADER  
AZAM KHAN
RAMPUR: A Special Court 
on Thursday imposed a 
fine of ten thousand ru-
pees on Samajwadi Party 
(SP) National General 
Secretary Azam Khan, his 
MLA son Abdullah and his 
wife former MP Dr Tazin 
Fatma. The court took 
this action during the 
case hearing related to 
two birth certificates. No 
one from the Azam family 
appeared in court in the 
hearing held on Thursday. 
His advocate also did 
not appear in court after 
which the court ordered 
the hearing to be held on 
Friday and the accused 
side to appear person-
ally while imposing the 
damages. 

AAI OKAYS 
ALLOTMENT OF  
50 ACRES TO TASL 
AT VADODARA 
AIRPORT
NEW DELHI: The Airports 
Authority of India on 
Thursday said it approved 
the allotment of 50-acre 
land to Tata Advanced 
System (TASL) for setting 
up a final assembly line 
and MRO facility at Vado-
dara Airport. The founda-
tion stone for the same 
was laid on October 10, 
2022. The statement from 
the civil aviation ministry 
said that a final assembly 
line and maintenance, re-
pair and overhaul (MRO) 
facility would be set up 
for manufacturing C-295 
military transport aircraft 
by TASL in collaboration 
with Airbus Defence and 
Space. The Minister said 
that the extant policy 
enables domestic manu-
facturing of aircraft. 

MUMBAI 
AIRPORT GETS 
HIGHEST LEVEL 
'TRANSITION'
MUMBAI: Adding another 
feather to its cap, Mum-
bai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj International 
Airport (CSMIA) is proud 
to announce that it has 
achieved the Highest-
Level 4+ “Transition” of 
Airport Carbon Accredi-
tation (ACA) program of 
Airport Council Interna-
tional (ACI). This certifica-
tion lauds CSMIA’s efforts 
in building a climate 
change strategy which 
provides a comprehensive 
framework for manag-
ing its carbon footprint. 
With ‘Measure, Manage, 
Reduce and Communi-
cate’ as its core objectives, 
it exemplifies CSMIA’s 
dedication and expertise 
in effectively managing its 
operations to contribute 
to a better tomorrow. 

ASSAM: POLICE 
SEIZE 75 KG GANJA, 
TWO HELD
BISWANATH: [India] 
December 22 (ANI): As 
many as two people were 
apprehended as the As-
sam Police on Thursday 
seized a large quantity 
of Ganja in Biswanath 
district.T he apprehended 
accused have been iden-
tified as Krising Daimary 
and Nahu Daimary. The 
police recovered around 
75 kg of Ganja. According 
to police, based on secret 
information, a police 
team chased a vehicle 
and caught two persons 
in the Jamugurihat Bor-
pathar area.
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IN PARLIAMENT

KARTIKEYA SHARMA

IN RAJYA SABHA

Kartikeya Sharma: Is govt conducting 
scientific study on India’s glorious past? 



Struggling public 
capex Saga
As we near the end of the 
current fiscal year and gear 
for the fresh budget season 
ahead, a quick fiscal health 
of Centre and states so far 
would serve as a good base 
for the fiscal math ahead. 
Both Centre and states face 
the policy trade-offs be-
tween nurturing a nascent 
growth recovery and di-
minishing fiscal space with 
challenging debt dynamics. 
Looking at the recent fiscal 
trends, it appears the Cen-
tre and states are on differ-
ent trajectories. Both have 
seen tremendous revenue 
growth, but while the Cen-
tre is spending its bounty 
on capital expenditure, 
states are sitting tight, hav-
ing committed to just 30% 
of their own budgeted ca-
pex for this year so far. The 

implications this has for 
capital formation in India 
are immense, and there is 
an urgent need for fiscal 
consolidation to go hand-in-
hand with a focus on capital 
formation, as the only sus-
tainable way to grow the 
economy.

centre’S financeS 
look manageable 
The Centre’s tax revenues 
have grown by ~18% year-
on-year (YoY) so far (vs 10% 
budgeted growth), with both 
direct taxes (26% growth vs 
14% budgeted) and indirect 
taxes (11% growth vs 6% 
budgeted) showing excellent 
momentum so far. It must be 
noted, however, that while 
GST collections have been 
excellent (27% growth YoY 
vs 16% budgeted), revenue 
from excise duty has fallen 
more than anticipated (down 

19% vs 15% budgeted con-
traction), largely due to the 
cuts on excise duties levied 
on petrol and diesel. 

The central government 
has met ~57% of its budget 
estimate (BE) for tax rev-
enue, seven months into the 
fiscal year, and is therefore 
largely on track to meet or 
even slightly exceed these 
estimates by the end of the 
year. On the other hand, 
non-tax revenue could be 
lower than the FY23BE – 
and it must be remembered 
that the budget estimate 
was itself 14% lower than 
the FY22 revised estimate 
(RE), meaning that the gov-
ernment itself expects lower 
non-tax revenue. The short-
fall in the RBI dividend, as 
well as losses for oil market-
ing companies due to the 
freeze on retail petrol and 
diesel prices, are the biggest 
reasons for the lower haul 
from non-tax sources. Di-
vestment proceeds are also 
expected to be weak – we 
expect total proceeds to be 
33% lower than the budget 
estimate of Rs 650bn.

In terms of expenditure, to-
tal expenditure is 17% higher 
than the same period last 
year, with the government’s 
focus on capex meaning that 
it has spent over Rs4.1trn on 
capex so far. This is a 61% in-
crease over the amount spent 
during the same period last 
year, and has already met 
55% of the capex FY23BE. 
Roads, highways and rail-
ways have seen the bulk of 
central government capex 
thus far. Revenue expen-
diture is also higher (10% 

YoY), led by the increased 
spending on fertilizer subsi-
dies (up 92% YoY) due to the 
war in Ukraine.

StateS have to 
catch up with 
capex 
Admirably, the Centre has 
used the increase in tax rev-
enue, and borrowed more, 
to increase capex spending, 
but states have cut back here, 
preferring to focus on rev-
enue expenditure and fiscal 
consolidation. State revenue 
has seen healthy growth, 
with both tax and non-tax 
revenue rising by over 25% 
so far – but this has been 
eaten up by revenue expen-
diture, a large part of which 
is committed, in the form 
of pension and salary pay-
ments.

On the contrary, Capital 
expenditure by states is actu-
ally lower by 3% compared 
to the same period last year. 
This means that there is a 
huge catch-up for states to do 
in the remaining five months 
– and they will have to spend 
~Rs5.0trn in this time just to 
meet the BE target. This is 
unlikely, as recent history 
shows that states regularly 
overestimate their capex in 
the budget, eventually un-
dershooting it by an average 
of 20% over the last seven 
years. States have also bor-
rowed far less than last year 
(down 27%) – and as bor-
rowings largely fund capex, 
it is another sign that the 
overall capex by states will 
probably only be at the same 
level as FY22, if not lower. 
Some of the largest states 

in terms of capex spending, 
such as Uttar Pradesh, Ma-
harashtra, Andhra Pradesh 
and Rajasthan, are all below 
the average level of capex 
done so far this year.

Nevertheless, one en-
couraging sign is that state 
capex seems to be focused 
on productive development 
areas. Looking at the state 
budgets for 19 states, we 
see that the capex allocation 
towards health, education, 
agriculture, irrigation and 
urban development have 
all increased as compared 
to the last couple of years. 
This is welcome, as invest-
ment in these areas is vital 
to increase productivity and 
create long-term job oppor-
tunities as well as better “hu-
man capital”. 

public Sector 
capex to decline 
Thus, even with the Centre’s 
capex push, total public sec-
tor capex is likely to decline 
as a percentage of GDP. The 
Centre is likely to spend 
~2.6% of GDP on capex, far 
higher than pre-pandemic 
levels of 1.5-1.9%. State ca-
pex is likely to remain sta-
ble; however, as mentioned 
earlier, states are unlikely 
to achieve the budget esti-
mate of ~Rs6.9trn, which 
would have accounted for 
2.6% of GDP. Instead, even 
with the expected ramp-up 
in capex in H2FY23, states 
will likely only hit ~Rs5.9trn 
in capex, which would be 
2.1% of GDP, a similar level 
to that seen in the past few 
years. Additionally, capex 
spending by CPSEs is likely 

to decline for the third con-
secutive year, implying that 
total public sector capex is 
likely to come in at ~6.5% 
of GDP in FY23, declining 
from 6.9% in the two previ-
ous years, and the average of 
6.7% between FY15-20. 

It is quite clear that the 
overall capex push has 
shifted away from states 
to the Centre over the past 
two decades, which makes 
it even more important that 
state finances are stable and 
overall fiscal consolidation 
takes place alongside capital 
spending. PSUs have been 
seeing lower capex spending 
for the third year in a row. 
Thus, even with a renewed 
push by the central govern-
ment, public sector capital 
expenditure is set to decline, 
and this is a worrying trend. 
There is a need for fiscal con-
solidation due to the extra 
(and necessary) spending 
during the pandemic, but it 
cannot come at the cost of 
capital expenditure, which 
remains the only sustainable 
way to increase economic 
capacity and induce job cre-
ation. Increased formaliza-
tion of the economy, tax re-
form, and higher divestment 
are all needed to continue 
increasing revenue, which 
can then help maintain the 
capex push.

Madhvi Arora is the Lead Econ-
omist with Emkay Global. 
 
Harshal Patel is an Econom-
ics research associate at Em-
kay Global. He has previously 
worked at JP Morgan Asset 
Management and CRISIL. 

In search of good 
fiscal health 
There is an urgent need for fiscal consolidation to go hand-in-hand with a 
focus on capital formation, as the only sustainable way to grow the economy

bridging the gulf 

fiscal prudence 

India has expressed concern over the Taliban 
banning women from universities in Afghani-
stan in what has come as yet another decision 
of the rulers of Kabul to heap injustice on girls 
in the war-torn country. The Taliban’s decree on 
banning women from University has come after 
their ‘shameful and deplorable’ ban on teenage 
girls from school. In March, the Taliban banned 
girls from going to secondary schools. With this 
Afghanistan has become the only country in the 
world to have banned women and girls from go-
ing to school and university.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has on 
Thursday rightly expressed concern over this de-
velopment. According to some diplomats here at 
South Block, this decision of the Taliban regime 
should be seen by the global community as a 
crime against humanity. It is good that the inter-
national community is united in condemning the 
Taliban’s ban on women’s university education. 
But it must go beyond mere extending condem-
nation. The world community must mount pres-
sure on the Taliban to ensure that an “inclusive 
government” is set up in Afghanistan without 
any further delay. Keeping this broader agenda 
in mind, New Delhi on Thursday renewed its call 
for the setting up of an inclusive government in 
Kabul that ensures the equal rights of women 
and girls in all aspects of Afghan society. MEA’s 
statement, renewing the call for an inclusive gov-
ernment to be set up in Afghanistan should be 
seen as a message to the entire global community 
as well. The world is expected to mount pressure 
on the Taliban to take steps in this direction right 
away.   

No doubt, several countries, including the US, 
Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Japan and 
the United Kingdom, have strongly condemned 
the Taliban’s decisions to ban women from uni-
versities. But these countries joined by others 
must force the Taliban to put in place an inclu-
sive government in Afghanistan, which is what 
India has been pitching for. “We have noted with 
concern the reports in this regard. India has con-
sistently supported the cause of female education 
in Afghanistan,” Arindam Bagchi, the spokes-
person in the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) 
said. “We have emphasised the importance of 
the establishment of an inclusive and represen-
tative government that respects the rights of all 
Afghans and ensures the equal rights of women 
and girls to participate in all aspects of Afghan 
society, including access to higher education,” he 
said.

The Indian foreign ministry spokesperson also 
recalled UN Security Council Resolution 2593, 
which reaffirms the importance of upholding 
human rights, including those of women, and 
also calls for full, equal and meaningful partici-
pation of women. The UNSC resolution, adopted 
on August 30 last year under India’s presiden-
cy of the global body, talked about the need for 
upholding human rights in Afghanistan, and 
demanded that Afghan territory should not be 
used for terrorism and that a negotiated political 
settlement should be found to the crisis.

By recalling the UN resolution, India sought to 
send out a clear-cut message to the Taliban. The 
message is also for the global community which 
needs to refer to this resolution to ensure that 
human rights are upheld in Afghanistan. Ac-
cordingly, a campaign needs to be built up by the 
international community, pressurising the Tali-
ban to abide by what the UN Resolution has said 
in terms of protecting human rights.  

UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s reaction is 
quite significant in this regard, as he said that 
“as a father to daughters, I cannot imagine a 
world in which they are denied an education”. 
Denying them access to university is a grave 
step backwards, he added.  “The world is watch-
ing. We will judge the Taliban by their actions.” 
These words from the UK PM could prove to be 
more effective in terms of creating pressure on 
the Taliban. The message to the Afghan rulers 
must be very clear that the global community 
is closely watching their actions, and that the 
future decisions, including the international 
recognition move, would be taken accordingly. 
No country has yet recognised the Taliban as le-
gitimate rulers of the country, mainly over their 
harsh treatment of Afghan women and girls. 
Afghanistan’s Taliban have been more than 
keen to secure international recognition for 
their government in Kabul. So, now the Taliban 
must be pressed to govern the country through 
a broad-based political system where all groups 
of the country have their representation. India’s 
renewed call for Afghanistan to have an inclu-
sive government should be seen as part of New 
Delhi’s strategy to prompt the global commu-
nity to mount pressure on the Taliban in a more 
effective manner.

T. Brajesh

perSpective
AFGHAN WOMEN’S WOES

WOrld Must MOunt 
pressure On taliban 
tO set up inclusiVe 
gOVernMent in Kabul

The operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan are over and it 
appears that the US is losing 
interest in West Asia. China 
is now trying to emerge as 
a major player in the Arab 
world. 

Be it as it may be India’s 
relations with the Arab 
world are civilizational and 
historically too strong to be 
affected in any way. Prophet 
Mohammad had a liking for 
the Indian region. 

He is believed to have said 
that he felt cool breeze com-
ing from the direction of the 
Indian region. This belief 
makes India and the Arab 
relationship very special. 

Irrespective of the seasons, 
whatever said and done Indi-
ans are warm people in com-
parison with any other in the 
region. India’s Presidency of 
the G 20 brings another op-
portunity to strengthen the 
ties. Saudi Arabia is a mem-
ber. 

Also, India’s invitation to 
Egypt’s President to become 
the Chief Guest for the Re-
public Day celebrations is 

being seen as a recovery of 
old relations and a recogni-
tion of the changing world 
political order.

Chinese President Xi-
Zinping’s recent visit to 
Saudi Arabia attracted many 
eye-balls, he met top leaders 
of the Arab world. And an-
nounced billions of dollars 
of business joint ventures in 
the region. 

Dr Waiel Awwad, a se-
nior journalist and political 
analyst from West Asia says 
nothing can change the good-
ness of India-Arab relations. 
Their relations are too strong 
to be affected in any way. In 
involves oil security, expats 
and future stability in the 
region. 

Top diplomats say we are 
living in a world where no 
diplomatic relations cannot 
be zero some. All nations are 
engaging in multiple rela-
tions. Every country brings 
its own values to diplomacy 
and not necessarily at the 
expense of another country. 

No nation can afford to have 
monopoly over relations 
with the rest of the world. So, 
we should have little concern 
regarding China engaging 
with the Arab world. 

Ambassador Pankaj Saran 
says Indian outreach has al-
ways been strong in the en-
tire Arab world. In fact, today 
we are better placed with the 
Arab world than in the past. 

Prime Minister Modi paved 

the way for Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership with 
the Arab region between 
2015-19. This drift was ably 
followed up by the National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval 
and External Affairs Min-
ister Dr. S Jai Shankar. The 
outreach has led to a series 
of positive dialogues in the 
region. NSA Doval has been 
highly proactive in his ap-
proach towards the Arab 
world and has successfully 
controlled the situation 
whenever aberrations were 
reported. 

It’s a fact that India has 
had uninterrupted relations 
with the Arab world since 
more than 4000 years even 
before Islam was recognized 
in its full daylight. The com-
mercial intercourse between 
Arabia and India is ancient. 
The Arabs transmitted the 
numeral system developed 
by the Indians to West Asia 
and Europe. 

Arab traders would come 
to India every spring to the 
shores of India to sell dates 
and aromatic herbs were well 
received in South Indian rul-
ers. Some Arabs settled for 
good in that area. The first 
mosque in India came into 
existence in South India. In-
dia is now the third largest 
Muslim population country 
in the world. Indian Mus-
lims follow Islam, a religion 
which was born in Arab. 

Under the leadership of PM 

Modi’s religious sentiments 
have been reciprocated by 
the Arab world too. Dr. S 
Jaishankar visited the Swam-
inarayan Mandir which was 
established in UAE. Yoga has 
become extremely popular in 
the Arab world.

One of the most unique 
expressions of Indian influ-
ence in the Arab setting is its 
8.5 million expatriates, who 
are settled in Arab, Gulf, 
Maghrib & Iran. In countries 
like UAE, Qatar and Bahrain 
the population of Indian ex-
patriates are in majority. 

All of them have becomes 
ambassadors of India in their 
own right by their outstand-
ing work, discipline and re-
spect for the rule of law. So 
much so they are preferred 
as professionals even more 
than those belonging to Paki-
stan, which also has its mili-
tary presence in the region 
but in a limited way. 

The growth of Wahabism 
in the region and Pakistan’s 
tryst with terrorism had also 
been a cause of concern for 
both the Arab world and 

India. Diplomatically India 
has had an edge over Paki-
stan. More so as there is a 
realization that Pakistan as 
a nation has miserably failed 
to achieve the desired results.

Ambassador Talmiz Ah-
mad says Indians are not 
confined to employment in 
the Arab region merely as 
blue colored skilled workers 
anymore. This was the sce-
nario when the Arab world 
initially saw the inflow of oil 
revenues. 

These days almost 60 per 
cent of Indians have taken 
over as white collared em-
ployees and are placed right 
across the board. In UAE 50 
per cent enterprises are run 
by the Indians who are doing 
business of billions of dollars. 

M A Yusuff Ali and Mo-
hammad Ali are two busi-
ness tycoons, who are not 
just employing Indians but 
foreigners as well in their 
business conglomerates. 
Besides one can these days 
find huge presence of Info-
sys, Wipro and TCS in the 
region. 

If we look at the estimates of 
remittances to India from the 
Arab world, they account for 
something between $35-40 
Billion. Almost 40 million 
Indian people are directly 
connected with these eco-
nomic activities.

When India had recog-
nized Israel as a nation the 
relations with the Arab 
world were slightly affected 
but with the change in world 
political thought that feeling 
too has subsided. India has 
also always stood by the Arab 
world and has provided for 
its requirement of agricul-
tural products, textiles and 
jewellery.

China may try to engage 
the Arab world with busi-
ness outreach but it cannot 
substitute India for its politi-
cal and strategic support to 
the Arab region. But as they 
say any relationship needs 
nurturing. The politicians 
and strategic advisors could 
only pave the way.

Indian diplomats must con-
tinue to explore the opportu-
nities to expand our relations 
with the Arab world and 
make it deeper. They must 
ensure that along with the 
economic ties our cultural 
relations are also strength-
ened and the young Arab 
generation is involved in the 
process.

Atir Khan is a Delhi-based  
senior journalist. 
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Tarun Nangia- Hello and 
welcome to Legally Speak-
ing with me Tarun Nan-
gia. The Supreme Court 
collegium headed by the 
Chief Justice of India Jus-
tice Deepak Mishra has 
decided that henceforth, all 
the elevations and all the 
appointments and even the 
transfers of judges would 
be put up on the Supreme 
Court website. This is a 
welcome change and is 
showing the way to where 
the judiciary is headed in the 
future. To discuss the issue 
of appointment of judges as 
a whole, today, on Legally 
Speaking, I have with me 
Justice Jaspal Singh, former 
judge, Delhi High Court, 
Senior advocate Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi, a member 
of Parliament and an emi-
nent jurist, and Advocate 
Suman Jyoti Khaitan, a very 
well known corporate law-
yer and founder of Suman 
Jyoti Khaitan and Company. 
Welcome all of you. Sparing 
your time for this episode of 
legally speaking… So first of 
all we will start with open-
ing comments. Mr Singhvi, if 
you could please tell me that 
after you read the decision 
of the collegium what would 
be your first reaction upon 
reading it. 

Sr. Adv. Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi- Well, I think ev-
erybody would agree largely 
that it’s a very welcome deci-
sion. It’s a great start. It is a 
necessary condition. But it 
is by no means a sufficient 
condition. You need to con-
stantly improve this process 
and I am not grudging the 
fact that they have started 
it. But take an example, if 
you actually see what they 
put up, in many cases not in 
all though, they have given 
conclusions and not really 
reasons. Now I am not fin-
ger-pointing, I am not find-
ing fault, because it’s a great 
start. But overtime you have 
to make it, at the minimum, 
with reasons relevant to the 
decision closed because the 
idea is that people know. I 
do not, however, take the 
extreme view which some 
of my friends have taken 
that you should you should 
disclose or put up on the 
website the entire minutes. 
I mean let’s not allow some 
kind of imaginary perfect 
with enemy of the good. We 
have to work it out in a rea-
sonable way. But I think it in-
hibits candor and frankness 
if you start. But certainly 
reasons relevant to rejec-
tion and reasons relevant 
to appointment should be 
disclosed. Even if those in-
verted commas of five lines 
or three lines are disclosed. 
There are lot of other things 
which should happen over-
time. I am not saying this is 
the end, but it is a great start. 

Tarun Nangia- It’s a great 
start. Advocate Khaitan if 
you could tell me what is 
your reaction to this deci-
sion of the Collegium?

Adv. Suman Jyoti Khaitan- 
Well, I think it’s a welcome 
step and most people were 
expecting it would come 
earlier. It has come. I only 
had one thing, that if sup-
posing this was unanimous, 
if there was a decision then 
the views of different judges, 
in my view, should also be 
put up. I’ll tell you why. We 
are moving towards a more 
and more transparent soci-
ety. We are still far behind 
America where they are put 
to rigorous interview by the 
Senate and everything is on 
television and they also have 
voting. I am not saying India 
is right for that stage today. 
But I think Judiciary, if it 
becomes more transparent, 

its good for everybody. Be-
cause then you overcome 
the argument that many of 
these judicial members, ei-
ther ex lawyers or relative 
of judges or ex juniors etc. 
So that’s another allegation 
which we should get over. 
Number 2, obviously all the 
transfers must be on some 
meritorious ground. You 
cannot just transfer the way 
you transfer a bureaucrat 
or a police officer. So what 
is the reason which neces-
sitated the transfer? That is a 
must. It should not be a feel-
ing that you know you have 
just transferred for whatever 
reason. Same for appoint-
ment. There is no two views 
that the man must be of the 
highest integrity possible. 
Plus the competence, his 
experience and everything! 
So I think these all factors 
which everybody agrees to. 
But as my friend just men-
tioned it’s a very welcome 
step. But we hope that there 
will be more transparency in 
the days to come.

Tarun Nangia- Justice 
Jaspal Singh, Sir you have 
served on the bench and 
when you read such a deci-
sion, what would be your 
first reaction?

Justice Jaspal Singh- Well 
I do tend to agree with my 
friends. That it’s a welcome 
step. But I do regard it to be 
a very very small step. It’s 
healthy, no doubt but leaves 
a lot of scope for improve-
ment. Of course, reasons 
should be given. But then 
put it on website that Mr A 
has been elevated or B has 
been elevated, that will be 
in the newspapers very next 
day also. So it doesn’t serve 
much purpose. That’s why I 
say that it is a very small step.

Tarun Nangia- Justice 
Jaspal Singh making a 
very important point and 
being as frank as one can 
be when he says that this 
information would be out 
in the newspapers anyway 
the next day. But moving on, 
I’ll get advocate Singhvi. Sir, 
I want to ask and read out 
a small statement. Justice 
Chelameswar had made it 
for making it mandatory 
for the Collegium to record 
its reasons for selecting a 
person for appointment as 
a judge or to the Supreme 
Court and the high court or 
transferring a judge from 
one high court to the an-
other. So, he said that these 
reasons must be recorded in 
writing. In fact a year ago he 
also opted out of the Colle-
gium and started recording 
his views on files containing 
the Collegium’s decisions to 
select a person for appoint-
ment as judge and transfer 
of high court judges. He had 
told a media house a year 
ago that a transfer wasn’t a 
solution for disciplining a 
bad judge. So, if we stick to 
the appointment point itself 
Justice Chelameswar had 
made it clear that reasons 
must be recorded in writing. 
How would you react to his 
statement and his observa-
tions?

Sr. Adv. Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi- Firstly, it is a vin-
dication of a stand, in the 
sense that there is a certain 
formalism about the reasons 
that now come in. So I would 
comment and congratulate 
him to the extent that his 
stand has been converted 
into reality. I am sure this 
applies to the other Colle-
gium members also because 
it is not a unilateral view of 
someone. There were rea-
sons earlier also. But now, 
the very fact that you are 
putting the reasons out in 
the website shows that they 
are both in writing and a 
certain set of objective rea-
sons are given. I don’t think 

the reasons come out in the 
press. So there is that clear 
net benefit to the country 
that the reasons come out on 
the website. But having said 
that there is a lot more. Let 
us look at the intricate pro-
cedure in just half a minute. 
I have for long been a votary. 
I have spoken, I have writ-
ten about it, that both for 
designation of seniors and 
for appointment of judges, 
especially after you had the 
Collegium system. Why 
couldn’t this be done along 
with the same Collegium, 
without disclosure. Have 
uniformity. There is no uni-
formity in how you select 
and there is no intergen-
erational uniformity. This 
collegium of five decides in 
a certain way. Amongst us, 
he likes something totally 
different, you like some-
thing totally different, I like 
something totally different. 
Intergenerationally the next 
set of judges who come after 
five years decide on some-
thing totally else. So what I 
mean by reformity is, I did 
write an article on this and 
I said that why can’t judges, 
whatever they decide, does 
not matter, have four criteria 
on which they will mark the 
appointees. I am not saying 
what they should be. They 
could be integrity, could be 
number of judgments and 
quality of judgments rather, 
could be experience, could 
be a performance in the bar 
priorly. I’m just giving an 
example. And within each 
parameter Justice Jaspal 
Singh will mark differently, 
I will mark differently de-
pending on my perception of 
the person. And so we will 
Mr. Khaitan. But at least all 
four of us are forced to apply 
our mind to common four 
criteria. We just don’t do it 
for designation of seniors. 
We should do it for both. 
And I’m not saying, in the 
first phase, that that should 
be made public. But at least 
force yourself, I argued this 
before the Bench which was 
deciding on the designation 
of seniors as well, that at 
least internally, all of you 31 
gentlemen must mark on 
uniform criteria.

Tarun Nangia- Okay, 
that’s a very important point 
raised by Advocate Ab-
hishek Manu Singhvi. Sir, I 
would now like to ask you to 
react on the statements made 
by Justice Chelameswar in 
the past year or so.

Adv. Suman Jyoti Khaitan- 
It’s very dangerous for a law-
yer to remark on statements 
by judges. I mean we can be 
held up for contempt as well. 
Right or wrong that’s it in 
our country. In America of 
course you can do a lot more, 
it’s not a contempt. But we 
are within the constraints of 
our system. But just to take 
point for the point which 
Mr Singhvi just mentioned. 
Even in a listed company, as 
an independent legal direc-
tor of listed companies… now 
independent directors need 
to have a meeting where on 
the same criteria as you said, 
different criteria because it’s 
a company, you have to get 
points. Good, bad, average, 
10, 9, 8… to each and every 
which is a key manager per-
son and the other directors 
also and the other directors 
and executives have to give 
several marks to me as inde-
pendent director. Whether 
you are prompt, whether 
you have read the papers, 
whether you know the law, 
whether you have been at-
tending… all the marks have 
to be given. And that is kept 
confidential but that’s part 
of the company’s record. If 
it is so important even for 
a director in a listed com-
pany, I’m sure it is far more 

important for a judge, point 
number one. Point number 
two, you must understand 
this that we need an insti-
tutional approach not an 
individual approach. This 
is what I think Mr Singhvi 
meant. Each individual, ob-
viously, will have his own 
approach which is good. But 
you have to have an institu-
tional approach. That is why 
if you wish to frame rules 
and guidelines, that will 
help to have an institution 
approach and also to have a 
smooth flow and shift from 
when one generation to an-
other. We need to flow with 
times also. So now coming 
back to your point of Justice 
Chelameswar. Look, he is 
entitled to his views. We also 
heard some remarks from 
another retired judge of the 
Supreme Court, Mr Katju, of 
course that was way beyond. 
He was also issued notice of 
contempt by the Supreme 
Court. That is one part. But if 
Mr Chelameswar has a good 
point and to the extent it’s 
been validated, nobody has 
ever said that the Collegium 
system is the best. In fact, if 
you read the letter of the con-
stitution, it is the President 
who appoints, in consulta-
tion with the Chief Justice of 
India. That was the decision 
in the First Judges case. 

Tarun Nangia- Now, I’ll 
take on from what you are 
saying that if we see what 
the framers of our consti-
tution intended, did they 
intend that judges should 
be appointed in consulta-
tion with the government 
or in concurrence with the 
government? And if the 
constitution framers indeed 
thought that judges should 
be appointed in consulta-
tion with the government, 
is the Constitution of India 
now being now being fol-
lowed in that sense or what 
should we look at 10 years 
hence? Because the judicia-
ry, in a sense, with Justice 
Chelameswar speaking on 
this issue, there is a certain 
dialogue now happening be-
tween the government and 
the judiciary. So in these 
lines, I’d like to go across to 
Justice Jaspal Singh. Sir, if 
you could tell me that if the 
constitution framers intend-
ed that the judges should be 
appointed in consultation of 
the government and it used 
to happen until, if I am not 
wrong, 1994. What is the 
future looking at or how 
should we look at things in 
the future?

Justice Jaspal Singh- Well, 
if you don’t mind, let me first 
start the question of transfer-
ring Justice Chelameswar’s 
remarks very briefly.

Tarun Nangia- Yes. Please. 
Justice Jaspal Singh- 

Three of the judges of Delhi 
High Court were transferred, 
obviously for some reasons. 
They have been transferred 
back. What is the reason? 
What was the reason for 
their transfer? And what is 
the reason for their coming 
back? You see, that’s why 
Justin Chelameswar says 
that please note it down so 
that the public should know, 
at least. And one of the trans-

ferees was never transferred. 
Why?

Tarun Nangia- I get your 
point. It’s a good point and 
we are going to record a 
separate episode on transfer.

Justice Jaspal Singh- Now 
coming back to your ques-
tion. Personally, speaking 
and from a little experience 
as a judge, the government 
should be kept away from 
appointment, miles away 
from it! They are all politi-
cally motivated. They want 
their own people. They 
want their own guest-men. 
It will play a havoc upon the 
judicial system. And that is 
why the judgment of the 
Supreme Court, probably, 
that was the reason. Yes, to 
the extent that you have the 
reports of the intelligence 
bureau, that is acceptable. 
But beyond that, nothing! 

Tarun Nangia- Sir, are you 
speaking this specific that in 
India it is not…? 

Justice Jaspal Singh- I’m 
talking of India. I’m not 
talking of other countries. 
Political situations are dif-
ferent from the political 
situations in US.

Tarun Nangia- Taking 
your points up, Mr Singhvi, 
how would you look at all 
this situation?

Sr. Adv. Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi- I think it’s an inter-
esting question and I would 
rather look at it from a his-
torical perspective and think 
of it in three to four phases 
to understand the issue. It’s 
a reality but we should see 
how the development hap-
pened. I think that from 
1950 to approximately the 
late 70s, things worked 
well, strangely, even with 
an executive primacy. Then 
was the phase of executive 
primacy. I remember, in 1991 
there was a matter in Chief 
Justice Ranganath Mishra’s 
court where the government 
was called upon to file an 
affidavit as to in how many 
cases there had been a differ-
ence of opinion and appoint-
ment from 1950 to 1990 be-
tween the government, who 
had the final word, and the 
judiciary, who were to rec-
ommend. And the affidavit 
said that barring three to five 
cases, there had been una-
nimity for 40 years. Now 
that’s a great achievement 
of us. Let’s not forget that. 
However, that’s number one. 
Number two, the sad truth 
is that I am not talking poli-
tics, you can see how frank 
I am. Somewhere from the 
80s and we had the unfor-
tunate supersession episode 
also, in the 70s, I’m sorry not 
in the 80s. From the late 70s, 
a phase occurred, where, to 
put it mildly, appointments 
of indifferent quality and I 
am using the words of stud-
ied moderation, occurred. 
Therefore came phase three 
which was a clear backlash 
to indifferent qualitative 
appointment. So this did 
happen from 1950 to 1970s. 
When the quality changed, 
of appointments, therefore 
it always happens, execu-
tive excess or executive ab-
dication leads to judicial 
whiplash. So then came 
the First Judges case. They 

arrogated to themselves 
thinking they’ll appoint 
better. Unfortunately, 80% 
of what happened to the cen-
tral government, happened 
to the Collegium system of 
appointment, from Justice 
Verma’s pristine glory days 
of his first judgment till the 
Second Judges case. How-
ever, the judges were not 
prepared to accept it, And 
I’ll end very quickly, I know 
I am taking time. The last 
phase was a phase which, 
according to me, I say it be-
cause I’m a very strong sup-
porter now of the collegium 
system because it’s been 
upheld. I was the one who 
opened the debate on the 
NJAC. I believe that now that 
they have rejected it consti-
tutionally, they should fully 
workout the Collegium. But 
I believe the NJAC was to 
be given a chance as a third 
model just like the executive 
primacy had failed, judicial 
primacy had failed and there 
was an opportunity. NJAC 
people forget that it is noth-
ing but a modified for the 
collegium itself. It is a colle-
gium which is both broader-
based with judicial primacy 
still. I open the debate for it 
in favor of NJAC, but I hold 
the view that once the Su-
preme Court has rejected its 
constitutionality, good, bad 
or for whatever reason, we 
have no option but to work 
the existing system the best.

Tarun Nangia- But sir, 
also as a parliamentarian, 
in 30 seconds I want you 
on the fact that if there is 
a law which is now passed 
by all the state legislatures, 
the parliament and then 
the Supreme Court strikes 
it down. Supreme Court has 
the rights to strike anything 
that is bad in law but how do 
you… because see, you have 
got the unique position of 
also being in the Supreme 
Court and the Parliament. 
You can give us that. 

Sr. Adv. Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi- You are hearing 
this from the actual person 
who moved Bill. NJAC, I 
opened the debate. But I still 
believe that that’s a debate 
not open to us now. In our 
constitutional system where 
the Supreme Court can de-
clare a constitutional amend-
ment unconstitutional, it is, 
you like it or not, the truth 
is that they’ve the last word. 
Now they’ve pronounced the 
last word. So, it’s a futile de-
bate to say should they have 
done it or not. There are a 
lot of infirmities in that judg-
ment but today, honestly and 
in spirit, we must imple-
ment the judgment. Which 
is why, last point, I fault the 
Supreme Court that having 
arrogated the entire power 
from here to here, yes why’re 
not able to implement your 
judgement? Why do you cry 
and lament and complain 
when you make a recom-
mendation as the judicial 
Collegium, it goes to the cen-
tral government, the central 
government sits on it for six 
months, the judgements are 
clear. Your own judgment 
is clear. You took the power 
from Mr Jaspal Singh to get 
to yourself, now Mr Jaspal 
Singh is able to delay the 
whole appointment. The 
judgment says you reiter-
ate it and if they don’t obey 
and implement, have the 
law secretary called up for 
contempt. And maybe on 
persistent default, you call 
the law minister once for 
contempt, from any govern-
ment! Therefore, this lamen-
tation is also misplaced. To-
day you can’t find any excuse 
for burgeoning arrears, for 
non-appointments. You can-
not say that look, he is sitting 
on the file. He cannot sit on 
the file under the law of the 

land beyond a certain time. 
Beyond that you have to 
have the guts to implement it. 
I believe very strongly, as a 
supporter of NJAC, and now 
it is far of the review, the jury 
will implement. 

Tarun Nangia- Mr Singhvi 
was as frank as he could be 
as a parliamentarian and 
also eminent Supreme Court 
lawyer. We’ll take a short 
break and be right back.

Tarun Nangia- Welcome 
back. Now we’ll go into the 
annals of the judiciary and 
discuss what is unwritten. 
But what happens and all 
judges know, all eminent 
lawyers know and anybody 
who tracks the judiciary also 
knows that there exists an 
unwritten quota system 
within the judiciary where 
no more than a certain num-
ber of judges are elevated 
from each high court or 
each state. So, as we look at 
it, the quota system says that 
no more than three judges 
from each state. Is this de-
priving really meritorious 
high court judges from a 
chance at elevation at the 
Supreme Court? And if 
that is indeed happening, 
should something be done 
about it? Shouldn’t merit 
matter above all? We will 
discuss this and I will get 
justice Jaspal Singh on this. 
Sir, you would have seen 
how elevations happen. You 
know more about it than all 
of us. Could you please tell 
us what you think on this 
unwritten quota system so 
to speak.

Justice Jaspal Singh- You 
have yourself said that it 
is unwritten. Now, the Su-
preme Court is the repre-
sentative of all the states. It’s 
not basically wrong, it’s not 
basically bad, but of course, 
if there is great talent, there 
is no reason why it should 
not be picked up. And you 
can’t deprive a very talented 
person the position which 
is due to him only because 
the quota is already full for 
a state. I don’t think it’s fol-
lowed to that strict sense 
and it will be very healthy if 
people are picked up from 
merit. But keeping in view 
also that Supreme Court of 
course represents all of India.

Tarun Nangia- I took your 
point. Mr Singhvi, I would 
want your view on this and 
also, I would like to ask you 
has it happened and you 
argue cases in courts across 
the country. That you have 
ever felt that such a talented 
chief justice of the high court 
missed being elevated at the 
Supreme Court because you 
argued before judges and 
you definitely have an idea. 

Sr. Adv. Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi- Let me answer 
about both your questions. 
On the first part, having 
been very critical of the 
Collegium system and other 
systems, just now before you, 
I think on the whole on the 
question of your first part, 
the manage it rather well in 
the Supreme Court. Num-
ber one, merit continues to 
be the criterion. Number 
two, calls for caste-based 
and caste includes various 
categories from SC,ST,OBC 
to others, have been largely 
resisted by the court. Calls 
for official quota systems 
have been resisted. How-
ever, when you appoint on 
merit, I don’t think is wrong 
at all to keep a broad, general 
geographical consideration 
and also group or category 
consideration. That is not a 
quota. It’s a difficult thing 
to juggle, but they man-
age it rather well. But only 
but only criticism there is, 
when they do aberrations 
which create hard burning. 
There are two states, it’s an 
open secret, who have as of 

God’s right, three slots each 
in the Supreme Court. So 
every other state asks me 
when I go to another high 
court. What is this divine 
right of these two states or 
these two capital cities of two 
states to have at least three, 
not maximum three, at least 
three always? I believe each 
of these states have very out-
standing judges. That’s not 
the point. But you know, it 
does create hard burn. He’s 
from another state. He says 
why should I be only for one 
state. Therefore this is a part. 
Second question, yes, I think 
the system today works be-
cause there are those anony-
mous judges which most of 
us don’t know, but whom I 
come across every day when 
I go out. There is that totally 
anonymous, unsung hero, 
non-ostentatious, not in 
the capital city, not dealing 
with politically sensational 
cases, not having the cam-
eras on himself, who is do-
ing the excellent job. I find 
it almost 50% times when 
I go to Orissa high court, 
or you know, Punjab and 
Haryana High Court, Kerala 
High Court. You keep com-
ing across them. These are 
the people who are the back-
bone of the system without 
such hard-working judges 
and you’re surprised. He’s 
totally unknown. He’s do-
ing such a good job. That’s 
how the system works. 

Tarun Nangia- So, you say 
we have these gems? 

Sr. Adv. Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi- Oh yes, absolutely! 
There’s no doubt about it.

Tarun Nangia- So we have 
such gems in the Indian ju-
diciary who do their hard 
work without seeking the 
so-called recognition. Just 
to their work. That’s a very 
good point made by Mr Sing-
hvi. Mr Khaitan, your view 
on this issue?

Adv. Suman Jyoti Khaitan- 
I fully agree with them. In 
fact, recently, I don’t go to Pa-
tiala Court, Tiz Hazari very 
often.Some of their judges 
are very good. Even in the 
lower courts, even in the 
tribunals for example. We 
have people who are very 
good and also very high on 
the integrity part and com-
petent and they concentrate 
on the work, one thing. Sec-
ond thing, your audience 
and the public must know 
they should applaud the In-
dian judiciary for working 
in such difficult conditions. 
They have fifty matters or 
hundred matters on your 
board every day. If it goes to 
America or in UK, the judges 
will not be able to handle but 
they still handle. Partly you 
may say it’s our fault, we’re 
entertaining too many SLPs, 
we’re entertaining too many 
appeals, and yes to an extent 
we have a long hierarchy of 
appeals. I think the Law 
Commission should have a 
look at it and move so many 
hierarchies of appeals and 
review and revision and 
SLP and have less number of 
it. But coming back to your 
basic point, see, the judicial 
system, you must have com-
petent people right from the 
top to the bottom. If the bot-
tom don’t have competent 
people, then you’ll have jus-
tice across and you’ve more 
appeals up the system. So it’s 
not that the bottom should 
not have good people. They 
should also have good 
people. But among the col-
lection of good people, you 
know, we all come across 
so many good people who 
should have made it higher, 
they have not made it higher 
up, for whatever reason.
(First broadcast on Legally 
Speaking on NewsX)

(Transcribed by Animesh 
Gupta, NLU, Nagpur)

IN COURT

APPOINTMENT OF JUDGES & THE COLLEGIUM
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The Enforcement Directorate (ED) gave 
an oral assurance to the Delhi High Court 
that till January 9 it will not execute the pro-
duction warrant issued against Anubrata 
Mondal, the Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
leader by a trial court here in a money laun-
dering case wherein relating to the West 
Bengal cattle smuggling case.

The bench headed by Justice Jasmeet 
Singh posted the plea of Mondal’s, wherein 
assailing the order passed by city’s Rouse 
Avenue courts for producing him here, 
for January 9, 2023. Therefore, Anubrata 
Mondal is presently lodged in Asansol jail 
in the matter.

The trial court issued a production war-

rant on December 19 on an application 
moved by the Enforcement Directorate (ED)

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
on August 11 arrested the TMC leader. 
Thereafter, a money laundering case was 
registered by ED based on CBI’s FIR.

As per the FIR which was being registered 
by the CBI, Anubrata Mondal along with 
other persons including public servants, 
was involved in a multi-crore cattle smug-
gling racket.

In the case of Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) that the profits obtained from 
alleged cattle smuggling were used to buy 
various properties by Mondal. On the other 
hand, ED is investigating the case linked to 
alleged money laundering of the proceeds 
obtained from cattle smuggling.

IN COURT

ED To Delhi High Court: 
Won’t Execute Production 
Warrant Against TMC 
Leader Anubrata Mondal 
Till Jan 9
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The Gujarat High Court 
in the case Suo Motu 
versus State Of Gu-

jarat, Chief Secretary ob-
served and has dismissed 
an application moved by 
certain elected members 
of the Morbi Municipality 
seeking their impleadment 
in the suo moto case being 
instituted by the High Court 
pertaining Morbi Bridge col-
lapse, which claimed of 135 
lives.

The bench comprising of 
Chief Justice Aravind Kumar 
and the Justice Ashutosh J. 
Shastri in the case observed 
and has opined that the 
councillors are not a neces-
sary or proper party to the 
suo moto case proceedings 
and at this stage, therefore, 
their presence wasn’t nec-
essary.

It was observed that the 
elected councillors had 
moved the High Court by 
submitting that since the 
HC had, in one of its earlier 
orders, asked the state to take 
over Morbi Civic Body by 
dissolving the same exercis-
ing its power under the Guja-
rat Municipalities Act, thus, 
in the suo moto proceedings, 

their impleadment became 
necessary.

Further, it has been clari-
fied by the High Court that 
any observations are not 
been made by him wherein 
asking the State government 
to take over the administra-
tion of the Civic Body. It 
has also been stated by the 
court that in fact, it being 
the submission of Advocate 
General’s that the state gov-
ernment was contemplating 

superseding the Civic Body.
Therefore, it has been 

stated in its order earlier, 
it had only questioned the 
state as to when there be-
ing a default on part of the 
civic body, then why action 
was not been taken against 
the civic body, but it has not 
been asked by him to the 
State governments for tak-
ing over the civic body.

The court observed that 
finding that even before any 

action in this regard was tak-
en, the 46 elected members of 
the Morbi Municipality had 
moved the instant, the court 
stated and has held that the 
applicants can’t be termed to 
be necessary or proper par-
ties in the proceedings.

Therefore, it has been clari-
fied by the court that if the 
state takes any action in this 
regard, the counsellors/ap-
plicant would be at a liberty 
to move court seeking an 

appropriate remedy. With 
this, the court dismissed of 
their plea.

A notice has also been is-
sued by the bank under 
to M/S Ajanta (a private 
contractor which was re-
sponsible for carrying out 
repair works on the bridge) 
to intervene in the suo moto 
proceedings. 

Accordingly, the court 
listed the matter to be heard 
next on January 19, 2023.

IN COURT

GUJARAT HIGH COURT: DISMISSED 
MUNICIPALITY ELECTED MEMBERS’ 
IMPLEADMENT PLEA; MORBI 
TRAGEDY SUO MOTO CASE

The Punjab and Haryana High Court in 
the case Sanjeev Singh v. State of Punjab 
observed and has granted bail to the Army 
man Sanjeev Singh, who was being arrested 
in the Chandigarh University video leak case 
in September.

The bench headed by Justice Amarjot Bhat-
ti in its order stated that the entire investiga-
tion is complete and the accused cannot be 
put behind the bars for an indefinite time 
period.

The court in its order stated that the 
chargesheet is yet to be framed, thus, the 
prosecution evidence is to be recoded. On 
24.09.2022, the petitioner was arrested in 
this case and since then the petitioner is in 
judicial lock up. However, the trial of the said 
case may take long time.

An FIR was registered in September in 
Punjab’s Mohali on the basis of a statement 
which is given by a  manager of the girls’ hos-
tel of the university. In the said statement, a 
female being an accused of making of the 
obscene videos of other students in the hostel.

However, according to the complaint, vid-
eos and photographs had been deleted from 
the phone but she “was continuously receiv-
ing calls and messages”. She was being told 
to put the call on speaker and she asked the 
said caller to send the photographs or video 

which he had received. Thus, the said boy 
had sent screen shot of an obscene video. 
Which she had strictly enquired from the girl 
accused as she confessed everything.

An FIR was being registered against the 
girl and a co-accused, Singh’s name cropped 
up during further investigation. The boy 
has been accused of offences under Section 
354A, Section 354C, Section 354D, Section 
506, Section 509 and Section 511 of the IPC 
and Section 66 (C), Section 66(D), Section 
66(E), Section 67A and Section 84 (C) of the 
Information Technology Act, 2000.

It has been argued by the counsel that he 
was falsely being implicated in the case and 
that he had not prepared any obscene video 
or clicked any such photographs. Further, it 
was contended that even if the case of the 
prosecution was to be believed, the merely 
received an obscene video, which was not cir-
culated by him to anybody. Since September 
24, he had been in custody.

On the other hand, the state while confirm-
ing that challan has already been presented 
before the trial court, stated that the allega-
tions against the petitioner-accused are being 
specific and serious in nature and a specific 
role has been attributed to the boy. Further, 
the state contended that since charges are yet 
to be framed in this case and considering the 
gravity of the offences, the petitioner is not 
being entitled to be released on jail.

IN COURT

PUNJAB AND HARYANA HIGH 
COURT: GRANTED BAIL TO ARMY 
MAN IN CHANDIGARH UNIVERSITY 
VIDEO LEAK CASE
TDG NETWORK 

The Karnataka Government in the 
case Hrishikesh Sahoo And State 
Of Karnataka & Ors observed and 
has supported the prosecution of 
a husband in a case for the marital 
rape. An affidavit has been filled 
by the State in the Supreme Court 
wherein supporting the judgement 
of the Karnataka High Court, which 
sustained the charges which are be-
ing framed against a husband under 
Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code, 
1860 for forcible sex with wife.
The court observed and has stated 
that it is being worthwhile to note 
that the Central Government had re-
frained from taking a clear stand in 
the pleas which are filed before the 
Delhi High Court on criminalizing 
marital rape, wherein challenging 
the exception 2 to Section 375 of the 
Indian Penal Code, 1860.

In the present case, the Karnataka 
High Court had pronounced the 
verdict while refusing to quash the 
FIR lodged for marital rape. The 
single bench headed by Justice M 
Nagaprasanna observed and has 
held that the Exception 2 to Sec-
tion 375 of the Indian Penal Code 

– wherein exempting the husband 
from the offence of rape against 
his wife - is not being absolute. The 
High Court observed that, a man be-
ing a man, an act being an act, rape 
is rape, be it be performed by a man 
the ‘husband’ on the woman “wife.” 
It has been held by the High Court 
that without making of any pro-
nouncement on the constitutional-
ity of the marital rape exception that 
the exemption of the husband on 
committal of such assault or rape, in 
the peculiar facts and circumstances 
of this case, cannot be absolute and 
there can be no exemption in law 

can be so absolute that it becomes 
a license for the commission of a 
crime committed against the society.

The court being aggrieved by the 
verdict, the husband filed a special 
leave petition before the Supreme 
Court. Thus, the Top Court bench 
comprising of the former Chief Jus-
tice of India NV Ramana, Justice 
Krishna Murari and Justice Hima 
Kohli observed ad had passed an or-
der of ad-interim stay of the judge-
ment of the High Court.

The court observed that it is been 
submitted in an affidavit filed by the 
State that it was correct in its deci-
sion of ordering the trial of a man for 
allegedly raping his wife. Further, it 
has been stated that weather the 

charges finally stands or being not 
is a matter of trial and that the ac-
cused in the case cannot be absolved 
at this stage despite the immunity 
against marital rape provided to 
husbands under the Indian Penal 
Code, 1860.

It has also been provided in the 
affidavit for the suggestions recom-
mended by the Justice JS Verma 
committee, which was being set up 
propose amendments in criminal 
laws. However, it has been received 
by the committee around 80,000 
suggestions and has finalised its 
644-page report in 2013, wherein 
proposing that ‘the exception for 
marital rape can be removed’ and 
it must be specify by the law that 

a marital or other relationship be-
tween the victim or perpetrator 
is not a valid defence against the 
crimes of rape or of sexual violation.

The State Government’s affidavit 
stated while seeking dismissal of 
the husband’s challenge against the 
HC verdict that the High Court of 
Karnataka has considered all the 
questions of law involved in the 
present petition and the same does 
not require any interference by the 
Supreme Court.
Accordingly, the court clubbed this 

matter along with the pleas chal-
lenging the Delhi High Court’s split 
verdict in the pleas to criminalize 
marital rape.

IN COURT

Karnataka Govt Supporting 
Prosecution Of Husband For Marital 
Rape; Filing Affidavit In Supreme Court 
Supporting High Court Judgement
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TOP OF THE DAY

MAN FOUND 
DEAD IN 
UNDERCARRIAGE 
OF PLANE 
LONDON: A man was 
found dead in the un-
dercarriage of a plane at 
Gatwick Airport, Sussex, 
earlier this month, police 
have confirmed. The 
aircraft had arrived from 
Gambia when the dis-
covery was made on De-
cember 7, reported New 
York Post (NYP). Sussex 
Police said the grisly 
discovery came when the 
TUI Airlines plane, which 
took off from the West 
African country of Gam-
bia, landed at Gatwick 
International Airport. The 
man’s body was found to 
have been stowed away 
in the undercarriage of 
a plane. In a statement, 
Sussex Police said, “Po-
lice were called after the 
body of a man was found 
in the undercarriage of an 
aircraft at Gatwick Airport, 
arriving from Gambia, at 
about 4 am on December 
7. Officers are investigat-
ing and a report will be 
prepared for HM Coroner.” 

RAMIZ RAJA 
REMOVED AS 
PAKISTAN 
CRICKET BOARD 
CHAIRMAN
ISLAMABAD : Ramiz Raja 
has been removed from 
the post of chairman of 
Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB), reported ES-
PNCricinfo on Wednesday. 
The current board has 
been dissolved. Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, 
who is also the patron of 
the board has nominated 
a 13-member commit-
tee to take the Pakistan 
Cricket forward. Former 
PCB chief Najam Sethi 
will return as head of a 
committee that will also 
include former Pakistan 
skippers Shahid Afridi 
and Sana Mir. 
Pakistan have lost the 
Test series 0-3 against 
England. Under his 
tenure, Pakistan team 
got two high-profile tours 
from Australia and Eng-
land. It reached in semifi-
nal of 2021 T20 World Cup 
and final of 2022 edition of 
the tournament. 

TWITTER 
INTRODUCES NEW 
VERIFICATION 
BADGE 
LOS ANGELES: Yet 
another mark of 
verification is now 
visible on some Twitter 
profiles. According to 
a report by US-based 
Tech portal, TechCrunch, 
the microblogging 
site’s ‘Blue for Business’ 
service has provided 
an additional badge 
that would help 
organizations in the 
identification of brands 
and people associated 
with them. Twitter’s 
product manager Esther 
Crawford, announced 
the launch of the new 
square-shaped badge. 
A grey-coloured badge 
was spotted on the 
profiles of government 
officials and multilateral 
organizations on the 
microblogging site. It 
was preceded by a 
gold-coloured badge 
which had appeared on 
the profiles of certain 
companies on December 
13. Musk madethe 
announcement for its 
new verification system 
earlier this year.

Charles Sobhraj

Zelenskyy adressed members of the Congress after presenting 
a united front with US President Joe Biden.

The Biden administra-
tion on Wednesday (lo-
cal time) announced that 
it will provide USD 1.85 
billion in military aid to 
Ukraine, rolling out fund-
ing for a Patriot missile 
battery during Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy’s visit to Washington. 
As part of President Zel-
enskyy’s visit to the White 
House, the Department of 
Defense (DoD) announced 
USD 1.85 billion in addi-
tional security assistance for 
Ukraine. This includes the 
authorisation of a Presiden-
tial Drawdown of security 
assistance valued at up to 
USD 1 billion, as well as USD 
850 million in assistance via 
the Ukraine Security Assis-
tance Initiative (USAI).

S President Joe Biden said 
that he and Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
“share the exact same vi-
sion” for peace in Ukraine. 

Speaking at a joint press 
conference, Biden said, “I 
think we have, we share the 
exact same vision, and that 
is a free, independent, pros-
perous and secure Ukraine 
-- we both want this war to 
end,” Biden told reporters 
on Wednesday (local time). 

Looking forward, Biden 
said, the United States and 
its allies will focus on con-
tinuing “to help Ukraine 
succeed on the battlefield.” 
“It can succeed in the bat-
tlefield with our help, and 
the help of our European 
allies and others, so that if 
and when President Zel-
enskyy is ready to talk to 
the Russians, he will be 
able to succeed as well, be-
cause he will have won on 
the battlefield,” Biden said. 
He emphasized the toll Rus-
sia’s invasion is taking on 
Ukraine. “You saw just... I 
think it was two days ago, 
Putin, saying that this is 
much tougher than he 
thought,” Biden said.

MILITARY AID

US announces $85 billion 
in additional security 
assistance for Ukraine
TDG NETWORK
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GLOBAL CRITICISM

ISLAMIC COUNTRIES, US, CONDEMN TALIBAN’S DECISION 
TO DISALLOW WOMEN’S RIGHT TO EDUCATION

Islamic countries -- Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and Turkey 
-- and the US on Wednes-
day expressed concern and 
condemned the Taliban for 
disallowing women’s right 
to education.

Qatar expressed deep con-
cern and disappointment 
with the Afghan caretaker 
government’s decision to 
suspend girls’ and women’s 

studies in Afghan universi-
ties until further notice. “The 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
stresses that these negative 
practices have a significant 
impact on human rights, de-
velopment, and the economy 
of Afghanistan,” read Qatar’s 
MoFA statement.

It called on the Afghan 
caretaker govt to review 
its decision in line with the 
teachings of the Islamic re-
ligion concerning women’s 

rights, the statement added.
The MoFA underscored the 

position of Qatar supporting 
all spectra of Afghan people to 
obtain all their rights, particu-
larly the right to education. It 
also renewed the deep commit-
ment of Qatar to work with its 
Afghan and international part-
ners to ensure that all groups of 
Afghan people of all ages enjoy 
their right to education. Mean-
while, the US said it stands 
with Afghanistan’s women and 

girls. “The United States con-
demns in the strongest terms 
the Taliban’s indefensible 
decision to ban women from 
universities, keep secondary 
schools closed to girls, and con-
tinue to impose other restric-
tions on the ability of women 
and girls in Afghanistan to ex-
ercise their human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, read 
US Secretary of State,” Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken 
said in a statement.
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FRENCH SERIAL KILLER

Why is Charles Sobhraj known as the ‘Bikini Killer’?
TDG NETWORK
KATHMANDU 

The apex court of Nepal 
has ordered the release of 
French serial killer Charles 
Sobhraj from jail owing to 
his health condition and 
age. The French citizen with 
Vietnamese and Indian par-
entage committed a string of 
murders throughout Asia 
in the 1970s. Sobhraj, who 
has been implicated in more 
than 20 killings, served 21 
years in prison in India for 
poisoning a French tourist 
and killing an Israeli na-
tional.

Sobhraj had travelled to 
Nepal with a fake identity 
from Hong Kong when he 
was arrested in the Nepali 

capital Kathmandu by Po-
lice. Sobhraj, now 78, has 
been in Nepali jail since 
2003 after he was arrested 
from a casino in Kathmandu 
nearly three decades ago.

He has been in Nepali jail 
on the charge of murdering 
two American tourists.

On Wednesday, a bench 
of Justices Sapana Pradhan 
Malla and Til Prasad Shres-
tha ordered the government 
to release Sobhraj from jail 
stating he was in need of 
open heart surgery.

The French serial killer 
had filed a petition demand-

ing exemption on his life-
time term on the ground of 
old age.

Sobhraj had earlier filed an 
application claiming that he 
was put in prison for more 
than the period recommend-
ed for him on the murder 
charge. The division bench 
passed the verdict, conclud-
ing that his claim was genu-
ine. Sobhraj, who has been 
serving a 19-year jail term on 
the charge of murders at the 
central jail, had filed habeas 
corpus petitions through 
his lawyer. He claimed that 
he had completed his jail 
term as per the ‘concessions’ 
entitled to senior citizens of 
Nepal. District Court, Bhak-
tapur, had slapped him with 

a life sentence for the murder 
of American citizen Connie 
Jo Bronzich and Canadian 
citizen Laurent Carriere in 
December 1975.

According to the court’s 
verdict, Sobhraj will have to 
stay in jail till September 18, 
2023, to serve 20 years’ im-
prisonment as per the term 
of a life sentence.

Last December, Sobhraj 
had filed a writ petition at the 
Supreme Court demanding 
that the government ‘provide 
relief to senior citizens’.

He claimed in the writ pe-
tition that he had already 
served 17 of the 20 years of 
his sentence and had already 
been recommended for re-
lease for behaving well. 

COALITION AGREEMENTS

What are the next steps before Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s government is sworn in?
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On Wednesday night, shortly 
before a midnight deadline, 
Prime Minister-designate 
B e n j a m i n  Ne t a ny a h u 
phoned Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog to give for-
mal notification that he has 
enough Knesset support to 
form a government.

That phone call created 
new deadlines for Netanya-
hu to finalize his government 
and the clock is ticking. He 

now has until Monday, Janu-
ary 2 to have his government 
sworn in. That means Likud 
needs to finalize coalition 
agreements with its right-
wing partners, the Shas, 
United Torah Judaism, Reli-
gious Zionism, Otzma Yehu-
dit and Noam parties.

The leaders of Shas, Reli-
gious Zionism and Otzma 
Yehudit insist they will not 
sign final coalition agree-
ments unless the Knesset 
first passes three controver-

sial bills into law.
One is the so-called “Deri 

bill” referring to Shas leader 
Aryeh Deri. He is expected 
to serve as both Minister of 
Health and Interior, and then 
rotate into the Minister of Fi-
nance. He resigned from the 
Knesset in January as a part 
of a plea agreement in which 
he admitted to tax offenses. 
He was given a suspended 
prison sentence, but current 
laws bar him from a cabinet 
position for seven years.

MILITARY ENHANCEMENT 

Russia will continue to increase combat 
capability of armed forces: Vladimir Putin
TDG NETWORK
MOSCOW 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Wednesday said 
Russia will continue devel-
oping its military potential 
and boosting the combat 
readiness of its nuclear arse-
nal against the backdrop of 
Moscow’s offensive in West-
ern-backed Ukraine.

“The armed forces and 
combat capabilities of our 
armed forces are increasing 
constantly and every day. 
And this process, of course, 
we will build up on,” Putin 
said during a televised meet-
ing with his country’s high-
ranking officers. “Today, our 
goal is to implement the en-
tire scope of necessary mea-
sures to achieve a qualitative 
renewal and improvement 
of the armed forces,” Putin 
said at an expanded meeting 
of the Russian Defence Min-

istry Board. He ordered the 
military to maintain and im-
prove the combat readiness 
of the nuclear triad, which is 
“the main guarantee that our 
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity, strategic parity and 
the general balance of forces 
in the world are preserved.”

The Russian leader high-
lighted the new Zircon 
hypersonic cruise missile, 
which Russian troops will 
be able to use beginning in 
January.

“In early January, the Ad-
miral Gorshkov frigate will 
be equipped with the new 
Zircon hypersonic missile, 
which has no equivalent in 
the world,” Putin said.

He said that the level of 
modern armaments in Rus-
sia’s strategic nuclear forces 
has exceeded 91 per cent, and 
‘we will carry out all of our 
plans’ to equip the strategic 

forces with the latest weapon 
systems. Putin also stressed 
the importance of increasing 
the numbers of fighters and 
bombers operating in the 
zone covered by modern air 
defence systems, and called 
it ‘a pressing task’ to upgrade 
drones.

Presenting a report at the 
meeting, Defence Minister 
Sergei Shoigu proposed to 
increase the number of the 
Russian armed forces to 1.5 
million servicemen, includ-
ing 695,000 contract sol-
diers. “It is necessary to in-
crease the number of armed 
troops to 1.5 million service-
men, including 695,000 con-
tract soldiers,” Shoigu told 
Putin, who ‘agreed’ with the 
proposals, at a defence meet-
ing. Shoigu also said Russian 
servicemen in Ukraine are 
fighting “the combined forces 
of the West” there. 

CHANGE OF GUARD 

NETANYAHU FORMS NEW GOVERNMENT IN ISRAEL
TDG NETWORK
TEL AVIV 

Israel Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu on Wednes-
day late night notified Presi-
dent Isaac Herzog that he 
had managed to form a gov-
ernment after 38 days of co-
alition negotiations, report-
ed The Washington Post.

The announcement set the 
stage for him to return to 
power as head of the most 
right-wing Israeli govern-
ment ever. “Thanks to the 
enormous public support 
we received in the last elec-
tions, I was able to establish 
a government that will work 
for the benefit of all Israeli 
citizens,” tweeted Netan-
yahu. Netanyahu made the 
announcement during a 
phone call to President Isaac 
Herzog, moments before 
a midnight deadline. The 
move, which came 20 min-
utes before his mandate to 

form a government was set 
to expire, buys him more 
time as he works to get con-
troversial laws his coalition 
partners have demanded 
passed ahead of the swear-
ing-in of new ministers, 
which is expected by early 
January. Netanyahu said he 
intends to complete the pro-
cess “as soon as possible next 
week” A date for its swear-
ing-in wasn’t immediately 
announced, reported The 
Washington Post.

Netanyahu’s plan was to 
have the new government in 
place less than a week after 
he received the mandate, but 
his coalition partners didn’t 
trust him to make good on 
promises he made once the 
government was sworn in. 
Instead, they demanded de-
tailed agreements, including 
the passage of certain laws, 
as a condition of being part 
of or supporting his coali-

tion.
Even if he is successful, 

Netanyahu faces a difficult 
task ahead. He will preside 
over a coalition dominated 
by far-right and ultra-Or-
thodox partners pushing for 
dramatic changes that could 
alienate large swaths of the 
Israeli public, raise the risk 
of conflict with the Palestin-
ians and put Israel on a col-
lision course with some of its 
closest supporters, including 
the United States and the 
Jewish American communi-
ty, reported The Washington 
Post. Among the measures is 
one that would allow Aryeh 
Deri, Netanyahu’s senior 
coalition partner and leader 
of the ultra-Orthodox Shas 
party, to become a Cabinet 
minister in the government.

Deri was convicted 18 
months ago of tax fraud -- his 
second criminal conviction. 
He signed a plea bargain 

in which he was sentenced 
to one-year probation and 
resigned from the Knesset. 
Another measure Netanya-
hu’s coalition partners have 
demanded is an amendment 
to the police decree that 
would give the new minis-
ter of national security un-
precedented direct authority 
over the police. Radical right-
wing politician Itamar Ben-
Gvir, who is known for his 
Jewish supremacist rhetoric, 
is set to get the post.

The third measure would 
allow incoming finance min-
ister and radical right-wing 
politician Bezalel Smotrich 
to also serve as a minister in 
the Defense Ministry and 
have the authority over the 
military units in charge of 
the civilian policy in the oc-
cupied West Bank.

The laws are expected to 
pass in the Knesset by the 
end of next week. 

President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy while ad-
dressing Congress 

said, “Your money is not 
charity. It is an investment 
in the global security and 
democracy that we handle 
in the most responsible 
way,” according to CNN. 
Zelenskyy addressed mem-
bers of the Congress after 
presenting a united front 
with US President Joe Biden, 
who assured continued sup-
port for Ukraine. 

Zelenskyy emphasized 
that the world is too inter-
connected to ignore Russia’s 
war in Ukraine during his 
address to Congress.

To a standing ovation 
on his first foreign trip 
since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, he said, “It’s a 
great honour to be at the US 
Congress to speak to you, 
and all Americans. Against 

all odds, and doom and 
gloom, Ukraine did not fall. 
Ukraine is alive and kicking. 
We have no fear,” he says, 
adding that Ukraine has 
won the first phase of the in-
vasion. The Russian tyranny 
has lost control over us.” 
“This battle cannot be fro-
zen or postponed. It cannot 
be ignored, hoping that the 
ocean or something else will 
provide protection,” he said. 

“From the United States 
to China, from Europe to 
Latin America, and from 
every country to Australia, 
the world is too intercon-
nected and interdepen-
dent to allow someone to 
stay aside and simultane-
ously feel safe when such a 
battle continues,” he said. 
He also highlighted the 
shared values of Ukraine 
and the United States. 

“Our two nations are al-
lies in this battle. And 
next year will be a turn-
ing point, I know it when 
Ukrainian courage and 
American resolve must 
guarantee the future of our 
common freedom. The free-
dom of people who stand 
for their values,” he said. 
Zelenskyy gave a message 
of hope for the Ukrainian 
people during his address 
to the Congress, saying 
the Russians “use every-
thing” against cities such 
as Bakhmut but Ukraine 
“never surrenders”.

The Russians “have 
been taking (the city of 
70,000 people day and 
n i ght ,  b u t  B a k h mu t 
stands,” Zelenskyy said 
to a roaring applause. 
“Last year, 70,000 people 
lived there in Bakhmut... 
Now only a few civilians 
stay. Every inch of that land 
is soaked in blood... Don-

bas changed hands several 
times in fierce combat and 
even hand-fighting. But the 
Ukrainian Donbas stands,” 
he said, as members gave 
him a standing ovation. 
“Russians use everything, 
everything they have 
against Bakhmut and other 
of our beautiful cities, the 
occupiers have a signifi-
cant advantage in artillery. 
They have an advantage 
in ammunition. They have 
much more missiles and 
planes than we ever had.  
More than 300 days 
into the war, soldiers in 
Ukraine are defending 
their country, but they 
need more weapons to 
win on the battlefield, Zel-
enskyy told the Congress. 
Zelenskyy said Ukraine 
is fighting for its “inde-
pendence and freedom” 
but called for the United 
States’ continued support 
to achieve those goals. 

ADDRESS IN U.S.

YOUR MONEY IS NOT CHARITY, IT’S INVESTMENT 
IN GLOBAL SECURITY: ZELENSKYY TO CONGRESS
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

THE CLAUSE THAT FREED ‘BIKINI KILLER’
KATHMANDU: Nepal’s Supreme Court has issued an 
order to free serial killer Charles Shobhraj, also known 
as “bikini killer” from jail on the basis of a legal provi-
sion which states that prisoners who have completed 75 
per cent of their jail term and showed good character 
during imprisonment can be released, The Kathmandu 
Post reported.On Wednesday, Nepal Supreme Court 
ordered the release of a French serial killer, who has 
spent over two decades in jail. The French serial killer, 
also known as Serpent Killer, has been released on 
the grounds of old age. He has been in Nepali jail on 
the charge of murdering two American tourists. The 
court concluded that the 78-year-old should be freed 
as he has already completed 95 per cent of his jail term. 
Sobhraj’s lawyers had long been demanding the court’s 
intervention for clemency. In different petitions, they had 
demanded a waiver of his jail sentence, citing provisions 
of Clause 12 (1) of the Senior Citizens Act 2063, accord-
ing to The Kathmandu Post. 
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INDIA, CHINA ABSTAIN ON FIRST 
UNSC RESOLUTION ON MYANMAR

‘CHINA’S CYBER ESPIONAGE AIMED AT 
STRENGTHENING ITS GEOPOLITICAL POSITION’

China finds microchip acquisition difficult 
due to US-imposed barriers: Report

PAKISTAN PLANS TO BUY OIL FROM IRAN, 
THINKS OF WAYS TO AVOID SANCTIONS

India, China and Russia 
abstained in the United Na-
tions Security Council on 
a draft resolution that de-
manded an immediate end 
to violence and the release 
of all arbitrarily detained 
prisoners, including Aung 
San Suu Kyi and ex-presi-
dent Win Myint

The 15-member Council 
has been split on Myanmar 
for decades and was previ-
ously only able to agree on 
formal statements about the 
country, which has been un-
der military rule since Feb-
ruary 2021. Notably, this is 
the first-ever resolution on 
the turmoil-ridden South-
east Asian country.

China’s UN Ambassador 
Zhang Jun said there is no 
quick fix to the issue.

On February 1, 2021, Suu 
Kyi’s government was de-
posed in a military coup af-
ter her National League for 
Democracy party’s victory 
in national elections the 

previous year.
For five decades, Myan-

mar had been under strict 
military rule, leading to 
international isolation and 
sanctions. As the generals 
loosened their grip, cul-
minating in Suu Kyi’s rise 
to leadership in the 2015 
elections, the international 
community responded by 
lifting most sanctions and 
pouring investment into 
the country. The coup was 
met with widespread civic 
unrest as people denounced 
her removal and the intro-
duction of military rule. 
The Junta detained Suu Kyi 
and other officials and re-
pressed protests violently, 
with the UN warning that 
the country had descended 
into civil war. Last month, 
the Assistance Association 
for Political Prisoners, a 
rights monitoring organ-
isation, said over 16,000 
people had been detained 
on political charges in 
Myanmar since the army 
takeover. Of those arrested, 

more than 13,000 were still 
in detention. The associa-
tion said at least 2,465 civil-
ians had been killed since 
the 2021 takeover, although 
the number is thought to be 
far higher.

Much of the internation-
al community, including 
Myanmar’s fellow members 
in the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, have 
expressed frustration at the 
hard line the generals have 
taken in resisting reform. 
Myanmar’s rulers agreed to 
a five-point ASEAN plan in 
April 2021 to restore peace 
and stability, but the mili-
tary has made little effort 
to implement the plan. The 
plan calls for the immedi-
ate cessation of violence, 
a dialogue among all con-
cerned parties, mediation of 
the dialogue process by an 
ASEAN special envoy, pro-
vision of humanitarian aid 
through ASEAN channels 
and a visit to Myanmar by 
the association’s special en-
voy to meet all  parties.

China-backed hackers are 
involved in cyber espionage 
and financial crimes aimed 
at strengthening its geo-
political position, reported 
Geo-politik.

It is no longer a hidden 
fact that these hackers work 
with the Chinese govern-
ment to carry forward the 
country’s agenda. Experts 
and officials described the 
Chinese model of ‘state-
sponsored’ hackers as a net-
work of semi-independent 
groups which are part of the 
country’s espionage efforts.

One such group is APT41, 
also known to cyber-secu-
rity firms such as Winnti, 
Barium and Wicked Panda. 
The group is considered a 
prolific Chinese intelligence 
asset, reported Geo-politik.

The primary purpose of 
APT41’s state-directed ac-
tivity is believed to be col-
lecting personally identify-
ing information and data 
about American citizens, 

institutions and businesses 
that can be used by China 
for espionage purposes.

Recently,  the US Se-
cret Service revealed that 
APT41, the Chengdu-based 
hacking group, stole at least 
USD 20 million in US Co-
vid relief benefits, including 
small business administra-
tion loans and unemploy-
ment insurance funds in 
over a dozen states, said 
Geo-politik.

The Covid cyber-theft 
began in mid-2020 and 
spanned 2,000 accounts 
associated with more than 
40,000 financial transac-
tions. The theft of taxpayer 
funds is the first instance 
of pandemic fraud tied to 
foreign, state-sponsored 
cybercriminals that the US 
government has acknowl-
edged publicly. Still, they 
may just be the tip of ice-
berg, according to US law 
enforcement officials and 
cyber-security experts.

According to cyber ex-
perts and officials from 
multiple agencies, by the 

time Covid relief funds ap-
peared as a target of op-
portunity in 2020, APT41, 
which emerged more than 
a decade ago, had already 
become the ‘workhorse’ of 
cyber-espionage operations 
that benefit the Chinese 
government, reported Geo-
politik. The US Secret Ser-
vice stated that it considers 
APT41 as a “Chinese state-
sponsored, cyber-threat 
group that is highly adept at 
conducting espionage mis-
sions and financial crimes 
for personal gain”.

As soon as state govern-
ments began disbursing Co-
vid unemployment funds in 
2020, cybercriminals began 
to siphon off a significant 
percentage.

The US Labour Depart-
ment of Inspector General 
has reported an improper 
payment rate of roughly 20 
per cent for the USD 872.5 
billion in federal pandemic 
unemployment funds, 
though administration of-
ficials from multiple agen-
cies claimed that the actual 

amount of fraud could be 
higher. In the past, Ameri-
can officials have blamed 
Chinese hackers for breach-
es in the Office of Person-
nel Management, Anthem 
Health and Equifax, among 
others. In another case, four 
Chinese nationals in Syd-
ney were charged with the 
sophisticated cyber scam, 
Geo-politik. They were part 
of an organised crime syn-
dicate allegedly involved in 
a cyber-enabled investment 
scam that has resulted in 
more than USD 100 million 
in losses worldwide.

An analysis of victim re-
ports by police has identi-
fied more than USD100 
million in losses worldwide 
attributed to this organised 
crime syndicate, with the 
majority of victims being 
based in the United States.

These financial frauds 
do not appear to be fate, 
rather, they seem to be well-
thought-out plans to break 
target countries’ backbone 
by destroying their econo-
my, reported Geo-politik. 

China has been ruthless 
in its attempts to acquire 
high-end microchips as the 
country imports more than 
$300 billion worth of semi-
conductors each year. The 
country, however, finds it 
difficult to acquire micro-

chips amidst the US-im-
posed barriers, according to 
a report by the Indo-Pacific 
Centre for Strategic Com-
munications (IPCSC).

The report also states that 
due to the restrictions, “Chi-
na is finding it tough to train 
artificial intelligence sys-
tems and power advanced 

applications in the military 
and surveillance fields”. 
The US administration in 
October put a set of export 
controls on China which 
included measures that 
stop Beijing from acquir-
ing from anywhere in the 
world, semiconductor chips 
with US equipment. Since 

then, even Europe and its 
allies have been working to-
wards ensuring that Beijing 
doesn’t procure high-end 
microchips from anywhere 
in the world.

“In 2021, South Korea sup-
plied around $76.8 billion, 
or 60 percent of its total mi-
crochips export to China. 

Pakistan plans to buy oil 
and gas from Iran, but 
wants it do it in such a way 
that it escapes sanctions 
from the US and other 
Western countries.

According to Al Arabiya 
Post, a digital media orga-
nization in the Middle East, 
there is a general view in 
the Pakistan government 
that if they can trade oil and 

gas from Russia, another 
US-sanctioned country, 
then there may be no harm 
in trading the same from 
Iran. And Iran is also offer-
ing a better deal for oil sup-
ply. Iran has even offered 
wheat, meat and rice as pay-
ment for the export. The Al 
Arabiya Post post quoted 
the statement of CEO of the 
National Iranian Gas Com-
pany, Majid Chegeni. He 
had declared that it would 

start negotiations for selling 
its oil to Pakistan. Further, 
these discussions moved 
forward on May 26, this 
year when Pakistan’s For-
eign Minister Bilawal Bhut-
to had met with his Iranian 
counterpart Hossein Amir 
Abdollahian on the side-
lines of the World Economic 
Forum in Davos. Iran’s 
Ambassador to Pakistan 
Mohammad Ali Hosseini 
mentioned the same offers. 

The oil industry in Pakistan 
estimates that there can be a 
route to purchase cheaper 
oil from Iran avoiding sanc-
tions from the US. As there 
is currently an oil shortage 
in Pakistan. When Iran re-
cently offered oil and gas 
worth Euro 2 million as part 
of humanitarian assistance 
for flood victims, Pakistan 
was keen on accepting the 
offer. The only issue is how 
to avoid being sanctioned.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

COUNTRY’S AGENDAMILITARY APPLICATION

DESPERATION 

PATH OF RECOVERY

US DY SECY SHERMAN DISCUSSES FLOODS, 
TERRORISM WITH PAK FM BILAWAL BHUTTO

US Deputy Secretary 
Wendy Sherman on 
Wednesday (local 

time) met with Pakistani 
Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari at the De-
partment of State and dis-
cussed Pakistan’s continu-
ing efforts to recover from 
devastating floods and 
expressed condolences for 
Pakistani lives lost in recent 
terrorist attacks.

“Deputy Secretary of State 
Wendy R. Sherman met to-
day with Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari. The Deputy Secre-
tary and the Foreign Min-
ister discussed Pakistan’s 
continuing efforts to recov-
er from devastating floods 
and noted the upcoming 
January 9 International 
Conference on Climate Re-
silient Pakistan in Geneva,” 
said US State Department 
Spokesperson Ned Price. Bi-
lawal had earlier urged the 
world to continue to help 

Pakistann recover from 
devastating floods ahead 
of a United Nations confer-
ence next month to mobilise 
funding.

Pakistan is facing an eco-
nomic crisis with reserves 
covering one month of im-
ports, a dollar shortage and 
a delay in its loan program 
with the International Mon-
etary Fund. Investors are 
still concerned about the na-

tion’s debt, with long-term 
dollar bonds continuing to 
trade at distressed levels de-
spite the payment of a USD 1 
billion bond this month.

Sherman also expressed 
condolences for Pakistani 
lives lost in recent terrorist 
attacks, saying they were 
committed to strength-
ening counterterrorism 
cooperation between the 
two nations. The law-and-

order situation in KP has 
gone south over the last few 
weeks as an increase has 
been noticed in threats and 
attacks on security forces 
and high-profile political 
personalities.

According to a report pub-
lished in The News, the po-
lice are on high alert across 
the province after the recent 
spike in attacks in areas in-
cluding Peshawar, southern 
districts, and the Mardan 
region. The publication 
cited a source as saying, 
“Apart from the police, se-
nior politicians have com-
plained of receiving threats. 
The houses of some of them 
have also come under gre-
nade attack.” The wave of 
terrorist attacks has risen 
across the province in the 
last few months, the report 
said. At least 118 terrorist in-
cidents were reported in KP 
from mid-August till the last 
week of November, accord-
ing to official numbers.

At least 26 policemen, 12 
personnel of other law en-

forcement agencies and 17 
civilians were killed in ter-
ror incidents across the KP. 
Moreover, 18 policemen, 
10 civilians, and 37 law en-
forcement agencies person-
nel suffered injuries in these 
attacks, reported Geo News.

The two leaders also spoke 
about economic, energy and 
environmental cooperation.

The Deputy Secretary 
and the Foreign Minister 
discussed the Taliban’s ‘de-
plorable’ decision to further 
restrict women’s and girls’ 
access to education as well 
as efforts to hold the Taliban 
to its commitments regard-
ing the rights of women and 
girls in Afghanistan, said 
Price. The Deputy Secretary 
also highlighted the United 
States’ strong support for 
Ukraine in the face of Rus-
sia’s illegal war of aggres-
sion. Incidentally, Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy is on a surprise 
visit to the US, his first for-
eign trip since the war be-
gan with Russia. 
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US Deputy Secretary Wendy Sherman

UNSC calls for Aung San Suu Kyi’s release
The United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolution on 
Wednesday (local time) 
urged Myanmar’s Junta to 
“immediately release all 
arbitrarily detained prison-
ers”, including Aung San 
Suu Kyi and ex-president 
Win Myint.

Under the Indian Presi-
dency of the UNSC, voting 
on a resolution on Myan-
mar took place. The resolu-
tion was proposed by the 
UK. The UNSC called for 
Myanmar’s Junta to release 
Aung San Suu Kyi as it ad-
opted its first-ever resolu-
tion on the situation in the 
turmoil-ridden Southeast 
Asian country.

The 15-member Council 
has been split on Myan-
mar for decades and was 
previously only able to 
agree on formal state-
ments about the country, 
which has been under 
military rule since Febru-
ary 2021. Twelve members 
of the U.N. Security Coun-
cil voted in favour of the 

resolution demanding an 
immediate end to violence 
in Myanmar, while China, 
Russia and India abstained.

US envoy to the UN, 
Linda Thomas-Greenfield, 
said this resolution only 
represents a step toward 
ending the bloodshed, add-
ing that ‘’much more must 
be done”.

China’s UN Ambassador 
Zhang Jun said there is no 

quick fix to the issue.
On February 1, 2021, Suu 

Kyi’s government was de-
posed in a military coup 
after her National League 
for Democracy party’s vic-
tory in national elections 
the previous year.

For five decades, Myan-
mar had been under strict 
military rule, leading to 
international isolation and 
sanctions. As the generals 

loosened their grip, cul-
minating in Suu Kyi’s rise 
to leadership in the 2015 
elections, the international 
community responded by 
lifting most sanctions and 
pouring investment into 
the country.

The coup was met with 
widespread civic unrest as 
people denounced her re-
moval and the introduction 
of military rule. The Junta 
detained Suu Kyi and other 
officials and repressed pro-
tests violently, with the UN 
warning that the country 
had descended into civil 
war. Last month, the As-
sistance Association for 
Political Prisoners, a rights 
monitoring organisation, 
said over 16,000 people 
had been detained on po-
litical charges in Myanmar 
since the army takeover. Of 
those arrested, more than 
13,000 were still in deten-
tion. The association said 
at least 2,465 civilians had 
been killed since the 2021 
takeover, although the 
number is thought to be far 
higher.

Much of the internation-
al community, including 
Myanmar’s fellow mem-
bers in the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, 
have expressed frustration 
at the hard line the gener-
als have taken in resisting 
reform. Myanmar’s rulers 
agreed to a five-point ASE-
AN plan in April 2021 to 
restore peace and stability 
to the country, but the mili-
tary has made little effort to 
implement the plan.

The plan calls for the im-
mediate cessation of vio-
lence, a dialogue among all 
concerned parties, media-
tion of the dialogue process 
by an ASEAN special en-
voy, provision of humani-
tarian aid through ASEAN 
channels and a visit to 
Myanmar by the associa-
tion’s special envoy to meet 
all concerned parties.

Currently, UN special en-
voy Noeleen Heyzer and 
ASEAN special envoy Prak 
Sokhonn, a Cambodian 
minister, have both visited 
Myanmar but neither was 
allowed to meet Suu Kyi.
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Aung San Suu Kyi

Japan’s new National Secu-
rity Strategy (NSS), the first 
in nearly 10 years is, not only 
“bold and nervy but is full of 
determination to pre-empt 
enemy attacks by launching a 
counterstrike,” according to a 
report in The Hong Kong Post.

Japan unveiled the new NSS 
strategy on December 17 just 
days after the country came 
out with a USD 315 billion 
budget for its armed forces. 
The report also says that strat-
egy means that Japan under-
stands that “no move to coun-
ter threats from China will be 
successful unless it sheds its 
post-World War hesitancy and 
shreds its pacifist policy that 
has chained its armed forces 
for the past more than six de-
cades”.

Japan’s Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Yoshimasa Hayashi, 
said: “The NSS sets the fun-
damental principle of national 
security which is to achieve 
the security of Japan as well as 
peace and stability in the Asia-
Pacific region, and to contrib-
ute even more proactively in 

securing peace, stability, and 
prosperity of the international 
community as “Proactive Con-
tributor to Peace” based on the 
principle of international co-
operation”.

Japan’s leadership is wor-
ried about muscle flexing by 
China against Taiwan, says 
the report on the news website 
The Hong Kong Post.

“Tokyo fears that any attack 
on the self-governing island 
will hit peace and stability in 
the Taiwan Strait and the en-
tire Indo-Pacific region with 
its significant impact on the 
sovereignty and integrity of 
the East Asian country,” the 
website reported. Strategic ex-
perts in Japan fear that in case 
of a war, Chinese forces may 
attack the US military bases 
in Okinawa or the Sakishima 
Islands, both of which are Ja-
pan’s territories. Japan will 
then have to jump into the war 
to counter China’s aggression.

Japan’s newly launched Na-
tional Security Strategy talks 
about enhancing “counter-
strike capability” that will 
allow the East Asian coun-
try to “hit enemy bases and 

command-and-control nodes 
with longer-range standoff 
missiles,” the The Hong Kong 
Post said citing the The Japan 
Times.

Japan’s move seems to have 
has intimidated China, says 
the report citing China’s For-
eign Ministry Spokesperson 
Wang Wenbin who was 
cited as saying, “Japan’s new 
defence policy ignores facts, 
deviates from its commitment 
to China-Japan relations and 
the common understanding 
between the two countries, 
and groundlessly discredits 
China’s defence building and 
normal military activities.”

Japan will build a multilay-
ered network among its allies 
and like-minded countries, 
expand it, and strengthen 
deterrence. Thus, while 
utilizing frameworks such 
as the Japan-US-ROK, and 
Japan-US-Australia, Japan 
will enhance security coop-
eration with Australia, India, 
the ROK, European countries, 
ASEAN countries, Canada, 
NATO, EU, and others, read 
the National Security Strategy 
of Japan statement.

NSS STRATEGY

Japan’s new security strategy 
‘bold and nervy’: Report
TDG NETWORK
TOKYO 



news plus the daily guardian review
friday |  23 december 2022
new delhi12

Indian Army and 
Kazakhstan Army 

train together to 
share expertise 

in Heliborne 
Operations, 

Counter Terrorism 
and Unarmed 

Combat during 
the ongoing 
joint annual 

training exercise 
“KAZIND-22”, 

in Umroi on 
Wednesday. 

UNITY 

#JHOOMEJOPATHAAN

‘JHOOME JO PATHAAN’ ON TOP JUST 
AFTER ITS RELEASE
Another tune from “King Khan” has come and will 
have us jhooming all day. The second song from the 
upcoming action-thriller movie “Pathaan,” “Jhoome Jo 
Pathaan,” has finally been released to the public just in 
time for the approaching holidays and New Year’s par-
ties and has already taken over the trending on Twitter.

One of the users tweeted, “Jhoome Jo Pathaan going 
insane - 7.8M Views in 6 Hours, 8.7M Likes, 85K Com-
ments Shattering all the existing records! It’s going 
to be instant chartbuster!” as the song takes over the 
internet.

Whereas another user appreciated the singing of Arijit 
Singh and posted, “Best party song, guys. The voice 
of Arijit Singh is magical. I am listening to this song 
on loop. This song will undoubtedly become a global 
chartbuster. Now the wait is going out of control, right? 
But, guys, Pathaan is only a few days away from being 
released. “ 

“15 years ago 
Majnu Bhai 
picked up the 
paintbrush 
and the rest 
is history!  It's 
amazing how 
some stories and 
characters just live on 
even years later.

— ANIL KAPOOR

BRAIN-PICKING

Actor, speaking about his film Welcome. 

SUPERHERO

MASTER BLASTER’S SURPRISE 
VISIT TO HAPPY FEET HOME KIDS

TDG NETWORK
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When Sachin Tendulkar visited Happy Feet Home (HFH) 
to celebrate an early Christmas with the children and young 
people getting palliative care, they were overjoyed and had a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. The Master Blaster dutifully 
complied with the children’s fervent request to see their idol 
by taking part in the pre-Christmas festivities. A previous 
financial contribution from the Sachin Tendulkar Founda-
tion helped the centre with healthcare and hygiene, educa-
tional or vocational programmes, home visits, and hospital 
activities. Meeting Sachin Tendulkar was a dream for the 
kids living at the centre and those in foster care. He casually 
engaged with the young aspirants, becoming one of them 
as joy and laughter filled the room. Being with the Master 
Blaster made the kids happy.

Sachin reminisced about his childhood with the children 
as he played games with the kids present there and inter-
acted with them. Sachin has been closely associated with 
UNICEF and takes the initiative to indulge in such good-
will activities. He was part of World Children’s Day, which 
was celebrated earlier in Delhi. The festive event featured 
children playing a friendly futsal match and performing 
a choreographed dance alongside leaders and celebrities, 
sending a strong message about how important it is for them 
to feel celebrated, included, and treated fairly and equally, 
regardless of who they are or where they live.

Sachin Tendulkar with HFH kids.

Kashmir roads ahead of Chillai Kalan.
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TRANSPIRING 

With high-speed in-
ternet, the digital 
boom, ease with 

a single click of a button, and 
a buffet of versatile content as 
the major drivers, the OTT 
platform has quickly become 
the go-to source for enter-
tainment globally. We look 
at the most anticipated OTT 
programmes to watch out for 
in 2023 as India prepares to 
welcome the New Year: 

GANDHI
Applause Entertainment 
One announced this monu-
mental biopic on the life 
of “Gandhi”, based on the 
books by noted historian 
Ramachandra Guha, “Gan-
dhi Before India” and “Gan-
dhi: The Years That Changed 
the World.” The content 
studio has started work on 
their most ambitious series, 
which will bring alive the 
period of Indian Indepen-
dence through the lens of our 
greatest freedom fighter, Ma-
hatma Gandhi. Headlined by 

Pratik Gandhi and directed 
by Hansal Mehta, the multi-
season show will be narrated 
in an international standard 
production for global audi-
ences. 

SCAM 2003
The Telgi Story While Scam 
1992 broke the internet and 
made a clean sweep of 12 
trophies at the Filmfare OTT 
Awards 2021, the second in-
stalment of this Applause 
Entertainment franchise, 
“Scam 2003,” chronicles the 

life of Abdul Karim Telgi, a 
fruit seller born in Khanapur, 
Karnataka, and his journey 
to becoming the mastermind 
behind one of the most inge-
nious scams in India. Di-
rected by Tushar Hiranan-
dani with Hansal Mehta as 
the showrunner, the series, 
much like its predecessor, 
promises to be an intriguing 
watch.

MIRZAPUR 
Guddu Bhaiya and Kaleen 
Bhaiya are going to clash 

once again in the third season 
of Mirzapur. Excel Entertain-
ment’s critically acclaimed 
series follows the life of an 
affluent family in present-
day Mumbai and their in-
teractions with the criminal 
underworld, and fans can’t 
wait for the third installment, 
which has already been the 
subject of heated discussion 
ever since its announcement.

MADE IN HEAVEN 
Excel Entertainment and Ti-
ger Baby’s Made in Heaven 2 
is all set to hit OTT next year. 
Set against the backdrop of 
lavish Indian weddings, 
“Made in Heaven 2,” star-
ring Arjun Mathur, Sobhita 
Dhulipala, Kalki Koechlin, 
and Jim Sarbh, among oth-
ers, reportedly charters in-
ternational waters in the next 
season. Apart from a glimpse 
into the lavish and weddings 
of the rich and famous, it also 
reveals the different real face 
of  relationships among the 
rich as well as their inner 
dilemmas, problems and 
struggles.

THE MOST PROMISING OTT 
SHOWS ARRIVING IN 2023

‘A little party never hurt somebody’, 
in reality, it can be beneficial to us

CELEBRATING  

According to a recent study, feeling 
more socially accepted can result from 
making an effort to acknowledge good 
things that have happened in your life. 
The study, which was written up on-
line in the Journal of Public Policy & 
Marketing, reveals that celebrations 
that have the following three elements 
will improve perceived social support: 
social gathering, eating or drinking, 
and purposefully commemorating a 
happy life event.

Previous studies have shown that 
perceived social support is the convic-
tion that you have a social network that 
will be there for you in the event of fu-
ture, unfortunate life occurrences. This 

idea is linked to better health and well-
being results, such as a longer life ex-
pectancy and less anxiety and sadness. 
The study’s co-author and assistant 
professor at the Kelley School of Busi-
ness at Indiana University, Kelley Gullo 
Wight, noted that “Many celebrations 
this time of year include two of the 

three conditions: eating and drinking 
while gathering together.”  Wight and 
her co-authors, including professors 
Danielle Brick of the University of Con-
necticut, and James Bettman, Tanya 
Chartrand, and Gavan Fitzsimons of 
Duke University, used behavioural ex-
periments to survey people. 
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CHILLAI KALAN: WINTER FESTIVAL OF PAHALGAM
FESTIVITIES

A day-long “Chillai Kalan” festival was 
held on Wednesday in Pahalgam, a pop-
ular tourist destination in the Anantnag 
district of south Kashmir, thanks to the 
efforts of “Vomedh,” a local cultural or-
ganisation, and the Jammu Kashmir 
Tourism Development Corporation (JK-
TDC). 
‘Chillai Kalan’ is the harshest winter pe-
riod of 40 days in Kashmir, during which 
temperatures dip below zero in the night 
and severe cold is witnessed during the 
days. The festival’s main attraction was 
Prerna Bhat, a celebrity guest from Mum-
bai, who, along with locals and tourists, 
participated in the event.

‘The day I got an invitation to attend the 
festival, I said yes. Despite my busy sched-

ule, I accepted the invitation because I 
wanted to go to Kashmir, my birthplace. 
there can’t be any other good news than 
to get an invitation to visit Kashmir. I am 
feeling very much blessed,” Prerna Bhat 
stated. Various musical programmes 
were held on this occasion, enthralling 

the locals and tourists. 
“I am feeling very good. We arrived here 

on Tuesday. Luckily, this festival was or-
ganised on Wednesday. We toured the 
area and attended the event. I am feeling 
good because we got to see some tradi-
tional dance and shows,” said Sanika Du-
lani, a tourist who had come to Kashmir 
for the first time.

According to the founder, ‘Vomedh’, the 
festival aims to showcase the potential of 
Pahalgam during the winter, which is 
otherwise famous as a summer destina-
tion. 

The local residents who are associated 
with tourism in Pahalgam appreciated 
the initiative as it will boost winter tour-
ism in the area. 

This festival is a series of events in the 
40 days of “Chillai Kalan.”

REBOUNDING

WILL JOHNNY DEPP BECOME 
CAPTAIN JACK SPARROW AGAIN?

Hollywood icon Johnny Depp, who was removed from the 
“Pirates of the Caribbean” movies as a result of his ex-wife 
Amber Heard’s op-ed, still continues to get Jerry Bruck-
heimer’s attention.

In an interview, Jerry Bruckheimer was asked if Depp 
was “someone a studio like Disney would put front and 
centre again in a “Pirates” sequel?” He replied, “You’d 
have to ask them. I can’t answer that question. I really 
don’t know. I would love to have him in the movie. He’s a 
friend, a terrific actor, and it’s unfortunate that personal 
lives creep into everything we do.”

Depp has previously said he would never again work with 
Disney to produce a sixth ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ film.

Pirates of the Caribbean Sea.

TDG NETWORK
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FIVE MOVIES BASED ON LIVES 
OF MATHEMATICIANS
Srinivasa Ramanujan, a famous Indian mathemati-
cian, once said that mathematics is about under-
standing rather than numbers, equations, computa-
tions, or algorithms. Every year, India celebrates 
National Mathematics Day on the anniversary of 
his birth. For a very long time, mathematicians 
have been portrayed in film. Numerous actors have 
played brilliant individuals who have changed the 
world with their contributions to this immeasurably 
valuable subject. Here is a list of five movies based 
on the lives of mathematicians:

SHAKUNTALA DEVI
This movie, which is based on the biography of 
the same-named mathematician, stars Vidya 
Balan as the famous mathematician known as 
“The Human Computer” because of her prodi-

gious speed in performing lengthy calculations. Starring 
the veteran Bollywood actress Vidya Balan as Devi, the film 
is directed by Anu Menon and tells the story of Devi’s life 
from the perspective of her daughter, Anupama Banerji.

SUPER 30
This Hrithik Roshan film is based on the 
life of brilliant Indian mathematician Anand 
Kumar and his selfless initiative known as 
“Super 30,” through which he tutored 30 dis-

advantaged students for entrance exams for the Indian 
Institutes of Technology.

THE IMITATION GAME
This American historical drama film is based 
on the life of mathematician Alan Turing, 
who made significant contributions to com-

puting theory that aided the development of modern 
computer systems. Benedict Cumberbatch plays the 
lead in the movie. The film’s title quotes the name of the 
game cryptanalyst Alan Turing proposed for answering 
the question “Can machines think?”

A BEAUTIFUL MIND
This movie, starring Russell Crowe, chron-
icles the life of renowned mathematician 
John Nash, highlighting his several signifi-
cant contributions to the field of mathemat-

ics as well as his scholastic years, battle with schizo-
phrenia, and eventual Nobel Prize triumph.

THE MAN WHO KNEW INFINITY
Without mentioning a Srinivasa Ramanujan-
based film, this list would not be complete. 
This British biographical movie featuring 
“Slumdog Millionaire” actor Dev Patel is a 

must-see on his 135th birthday today. It depicts the brief 
but incredibly significant life of the Tamil mathemati-
cian, who invented several crucial theories that we still 
rely on today.

— ALISHA LOUIS

Shakuntala Devi 



border chaos 

Protest carried out by Karnataka Rakshana Vedike in December 2022 under the leadership of 
their President T.A.Narayan Gowda against Mahrashtra’s claims on Belgaum region.

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma and Nagaland CM Neiphiu Rio met in Guwahati in January 2022 
to discuss border disputes between the states.

A high-level meeting between Assam and Mizoram was held in August 2022 to diffuse border disputes between the two states. 

Source: Facebook

Source: Twitter

Source: Twitter
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STaTeS in india 
Bordering 
over diSpuTeS 

belgaum or belagavi?

escalation and Political gains

demarcation of state boundaries in india was undertaken on linguistic bases 
according to the States reorganisation act, 1956. in the decades following 
the reorganisation, several states and union territories were reorganised and 
carved out into smaller states such as arunachal pradesh in 1987, Chhattis-
garh from Madhya pradesh in 2000 and Haryana in 1966 and more recently 
Telangana in 2014. 

The Maharashtra-Karnataka border dispute, more popularly known as the 
Belagavi or Belgaum dispute, has been simmering since the State reorgani-
sation act was passed in 1956. The act drew boundaries between Kannada-
speaking Mysore, now Karnataka, and Marathi-dominant Maharashtra. 

Since its formation in 1960, Maharashtra has claimed that 865 villages, 
including Belagavi (then Belgaum), Karwar, and nipani falling in Kannada-
dominated Karnataka but having a significant Marathi-speaking population 
should be merged with it. Karnataka has refused to part with its territory and 
has made counter claims on regions falling in Maharashtra in the border 
areas. 

To resolve the dispute the central government set up the Mahajan Com-

mission in october 1966 headed by the Supreme Court Chief Justice Meher 
Chand Mahajan. in its final decision, apart from declaring that 264 villages/
places, including nipani, Khanapur and nandagad be made part of Maha-
rashtra, it rejected Maharashtra’s claim over Belagavi but recommend that 
247 other villages/places, including Jatt, akkalkote, and Solapur falling in 
Maharashtra be made part of Karnataka. The report was tabled in the parlia-
ment but was never discussed or implemented. as a result, both sides have 
continued to take steps to strengthen their claim over the disputed territory, 
such as Karnataka declaring the formation of a second capital in Belagavi 
and holding annual winter sessions of the Karnataka state legislature in the 
district since 2012. 

Tensions spring up nearly every year when the winter session of Karnataka 
assembly is held in Belgaum, with both sides trying to gain political mileage 
by restricting the movement of the other state’s ministers and political func-
tionaries in their territories. Local flare-ups and protests led in most cases by 
political elements are a common spectacle. in several cases, the protests have 
turned violent leading to injuries and sometimes loss of property and life. 

in 2004, the Maharashtra government ap-
proached the Supreme Court, staking claim 
over the Marathi-speaking villages in Kar-
nataka but the case is still pending. in 2010, 
the Centre, under the Congress-led upa-ii 
government in its affidavit stated that the 
transfer of certain areas to then Mysore 
(now Karnataka) was neither arbitrary nor 
wrong. involvement of local political bod-
ies such as Maharashtra ekikaran Samiti 
(MeS) that have a constituents’ base in the 
region and gain from politics on the basis of 
identity, have kept the issue alive by passing 
resolutions in the Belagavi City Council when 
it was in power and mobilising people on the 
ground when out of power. Furthermore, lo-
cal outfits in favour of keeping the region in 
Karnataka such as the Karnataka rakshana 
vedike (Krv) seek maintenance of the status 

quo and assert the dominance of Kannada 
speakers in Belagavi.

in the most recent flare-up in december 
2022, around 300 members of the opposition 
Maha vikas aghadi alliance in Maharash-
tra – Shiv Sena, Congress, and nCp - were 
stopped at the border and sent back by Kar-
nataka, while some others were detained by 
the Maharashtra police. around the same 
time, more than 100 activists of Krv were 
detained on their way to protest against the 
neighbouring state and the activists of MeS. 
in another incident this month, violence 
erupted near Hirebagewadi, 24 kilometres 
from Belagavi as Krv activists pelted stones 
at buses. in november 2022, a student in Be-
lagavi was allegedly beaten up for raising a 
Karnataka flag which led to protests by pro-
Karnataka groups in the district. 

on 23rd november 2022, Karnataka 
Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai 
claimed that the residents of some vil-

lages in Sangli, Maharashtra wanted the re-
gion to be merged with Karnataka. a few days 

later, in response to Bommai’s claim on Sangli, 
Maharashtra deputy Chief Minister devendra 
Fadnavis declared that the state would not hand 
over even  a single village to Karnataka. 

The current escalation of the border dispute, 
simmering for more than 65 years and hav-
ing witnessed deaths, arrests, and detention of 
hundreds, if not thousands, of people is gaining 
traction in a shaky political environment. The 
Bharatiya Janata party (BJp) is in power in both 
states and is facing a tough battle amidst rocky 
alliances, opposition tactics and internal ten-

sions. 
The escalation of the conflict also comes in 

the backdrop of the 2023 Karnataka assembly 
elections and the upcoming civic polls in Maha-
rashtra. according to analysts, political parties 
in both the states are playing with narratives to 
appease their constituents in the run-up to the 
crucial polls. 

We take a look at the genesis and history of the 
current conflict in the bordering states of Kar-
nataka and Maharashtra and other major bor-
der conflicts in india. 

Damini mehta
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Contributing reports by Ratika Khanna, Kajol Sharma and 
Shriyanshu Singh, Researchers at Polstrat. 

Border disputes in India extend to other regions as well, such 
as the forest area dispute between Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh at Parwanoo. A recent Survey of India report in-
dicated that Himachal Pradesh has encroached upon some 
land at Parwanoo that belongs to Haryana, as the latter 
blames Himachal for not accepting joint forest demarcations. 
Himachal Pradesh has a standing conflict with the recently 
formed Union Territory of Ladakh over Sarchu Area whereas 
Odisha and Andhra Pradesh have been fighting over the Ko-
tia Panchayat region for several years now. 

The recent flare-up in border regions of Maharashtra and 
Karnataka comes close to or by some extension, as result of, 
the 2023 Assembly elections in Karnataka and the coming 
civic polls in Maharashtra. Appealing to public sentiments 
by invoking emotions around language and state identity 
helps parties across the board rally support base ahead of 
the elections. While the BJP government in Maharashtra is 
doing everything it can to counter the main opposition MVA 
alliance, in Karnataka also under the BJP, CM Basavaraj Bom-

mai’s precarious position at the helm calls for all out attempts 
to ensure a victory in the upcoming elections not only for the 
BJP but also for his own political reinforcement in the party. 
Political parties across the two states appear to be using these 
disputes to seek political dividend by appealing to the senti-
ments of the people. 

Political undertones appear to colour most border disputes 
in India leading to a situation where similar party govern-
ments in both the states such as in the case of Maharashtra 
and Karnataka also do not help in resolving the conflict. As 
a result, the local residents of the region are the ones that 
suffer the most.

Political Undertones to Border issUes

other Border disPUtes: assam and 
sister states 
Carving out states from the larger Assam pre- and post-in-
dependence has given birth to several boundary disputes be-
tween Assam and its neighbouring states. Moreover, bound-
ary issues are more common in northeastern India where 
hilly terrains, sparsely populated land, and dominance of 
local tribes and communities make it difficult to demarcate 
boundaries of small states.

The boundary dispute between Assam and Arunachal 
Pradesh is an area spanning nearly 3,650 square kilometres 
(sq km) of land. The issue predates independence to the 1873 
inner-line regulation of British rule to create an imaginary 
boundary between the plain and hill areas north of united 
Assam. Coupled with allegations by residents of one state en-
croaching on the land of the other, the decision of a committee 
headed by former Assam Chief Minister Gopinath Bordoloi 
to transfer around 3,650 sq km of territory from North East 
Frontier Agency (NEFA), now Arunachal Pradesh, to Assam, 
has led to disputes and violence over the years. While a case 
is pending in the Supreme Court since 1989, the issue has 
witnessed more than ten recorded deaths and 16 officially 
reported injuries over the decades apart from several others 

which have gone unreported. In August 2022, the two states 
formed 12 regional committees to expedite the identification 
and early resolution of the disputed areas, the largest in the 
country. The resolution gained some headway when the Nam-
sai Declaration was signed in July 2022 and the dispute was 
limited to 83 villages from 123 earlier. 

Assam and Mizoram have also been fighting over claims 
over territory. Similar to Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, the 
dispute has roots in the colonial regulations of British rule and 
was precipitated as Mizoram was carved out of Assam in 1972. 
The border between the two states has witnessed heightened 
skirmishes after 1994, becoming more frequent since 2018. 
The states claim land on the border between Assam’s Cachar 
and Mizoram’s Kolasib districts, often accusing each other 
of encroaching on the other’s land. In September 2022, in 
another sign of reaching closer to a resolution, Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and Mizoram Chief Minister 
Zoramthanga agreed to form a regional committee to resolve 
the long pending boundary dispute. The dispute has report-
edly led to frequent violent clashes leading to seven deaths and 
143 injuries on official record and several others unreported. 

moving closer to resolUtion in the north east
Assam and Meghalaya have a longstanding dispute in 12 
stretches of their 884 km shared border spread over approxi-
mately 2,700 sq km stretch with the latter claiming that the 
areas originally belong to its Khasi–Jaintia Hills. In March 
2022, the two states signed a pact to resolve border disputes 
in six of the 12 locations and the agreement has helped resolve 
around 70 per cent of border disputes between the two states. 
A firing incident and resultant violent clashes in November 
2022 at Mukroh village are said to have escalated political 
tempers in the state which is likely to go to elections next year. 

In January 2022, Assam and Nagaland, in a dispute over 
66,000 hectares of land between their 434 km long border, 
opted to resolve the decades-long issue through an out-of-
court settlement. The issue mainly revolves around the en-

croachment of land in an area which was not clearly demar-
cated during the creation of Nagaland in 1963. The genesis 
of the conflict lies in some clauses of an agreement signed by 
the Naga People’s Committee and the then Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru to transfer land to Nagaland that remain 
unimplemented to date. 

Based on an assessment of the Rights and Risks Analysis 
Group clashes over border disputes between Assam and 
neighbouring states carved out of it – Arunachal Pradesh, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, and Nagaland have resulted in an of-
ficial death toll upwards of 157 with injuries to another 361 
persons. The disputes have displaced more than 65,729 per-
sons between 1979 and July 2021 and continue to be the cause 
of ongoing skirmishes, displacements and a rising death toll.
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BOXING DAY TEST
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All-rounder Cameron Green 
claimed that this year’s sum-
mer had been weird so far 
on a personal level because 
he hasn’t felt needed in Test 
cricket for Australia recently. 

The 23-year-old Green 
has drawn much attention 
ahead of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL) player auction, 
but his apparent skills with 
the bat and ball haven’t been 
in high demand lately. Play-
ing at No. 6 Green rarely 
had an opportunity to play 
in the middle as Australia’s 
top order dominated West 
Indies. In his first home Test 
in Perth, he chose not to 
bat, and in Adelaide, when 
declarations were pend-
ing, he only managed to  
make 9 and 5. Green played 
fluidly in the first innings 
for a run-a-ball 18 to tem-
porarily stop South Africa’s 
quicks on a Gabba surface 
that bowlers controlled, then 
faced only three deliveries 

as Australia struggled to the 
finish line in the chase.

“It’s definitely been a weird 
start to the summer for me 
not having to do too much. 
Being an all-rounder you’re 
the guy to help out when the 
team needs. At the moment it 

feels like I’m not really need-
ed. It’s probably a sign of 
how well the team is playing. 
We’ve been winning games 
of cricket and that’s what you 
want,” ESPNcricinfo quoted 
Green as saying.

Green, however, is still 

confident that, if necessary, 
he can make a difference in 
the crucial Boxing Day Test 
against South Africa.

“All you can look at is 
how you are training and I 
feel in a pretty good space. 
I’m hitting the ball well. If 

you can’t get much game 
time that’s the only way 
you can tell how you are 
going. I feel pretty good  
in the nets,” he said.

Green didn’t bat for very 
long on the much-discussed 
Gabba surface, which Richie 
Richardson, the match ref-
eree, declared “below aver-
age,” but he fronted a dev-
astating short bouncer from 
tearaway Anrich Nortje 
that went over his head 
to the boundary for byes  
to end the game.

“He [Nortje] has shown 
what he can bring to the 
team...that raw pace. You 
don’t get to face it too much, 
facing 150 [kph]. I think 
most of the batters are hap-
py they got to face that. If we 
can withstand that, and we 
know we can, it gives us a 
little insight into how to face 
him at the MCG,” Green said.

Australia won the Test 
match by six wickets to take 
a 1-0 lead in the series, but 
the pitch at the Gabba came 
severely under fire. 

IT HAS DEFINITELY BEEN WEIRD START TO THE SUMMER: 
CAMERON GREEN REFLECTS ON HIS ‘WEIRD’ TEST SUMMER

Cameron Green 

MASTERCLASS
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Recap of Kohli’s knock at T20 
WC 2022 proves ‘King’ is back

The world is running out of ad-
jectives for Virat Kohli’s gutsy, 
miraculous and game-chang-
ing knock against Pakistan at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG) at the ICC T20 World 
Cup 2022. As we are near the 
end of 2022, let’s have a look at 
Kohli’s knock against arch-rival 
Pakistan which proved that the 
‘King’ is back in form.

The former India captain 
played another unbelievable 
and miraculous knock in a run 
chase against Pakistan as India 
made their way to a four-wicket 
win in their Super 12 encoun-
ter. Not for the first time - and 
unlikely to be the last - former 
skipper Kohli turned back 
the clock with a brilliant indi-
vidual knock of 82 from just 
53 deliveries that saved the  
day for India.

Men in Blue looked in no 
position to win the match af-
ter they were reduced to 31/4 
while chasing a target of 160. 
But Kohli brought them back 

into the game with a brilliant 
partnership stand of 113 with 
all-rounder Hardik Pandya, 
who played a crucial knock of 
40 from 37 balls as 
well.

Kohli came to 
the crease in 
the second over 
when KL Rahul 
(4) was re-
moved by 
Nas-

eem 
S h a h  a n d 
things 
looked for-
lorn for In-
dia when 
a fired-up 
Haris 
Rauf 
(2/36) 
reduced 
them to 
31/3 af-
ter the 

batting Powerplay.
But Kohli held his nerve and, 

just like he has done so 
many times be-
fore,  expertly 

g u i d e d  I n d i a 
home in front of 
a crowd in excess 
of 90,000 at the 
iconic MCG in 
Melbourne.

India never 
looked in a 
winning po-
sition against 

their arch-rival 
Pakistan in the game, 

but with Kohli and Hardik 
Pandya standing tall at the 
crease, there was always an 
outside chance they could 
pull a rabbit out of the hat.

India needed 31 runs from 
the last two overs and 

Kohli hit Rauf for two 
stunning and mas-

sive sixes on the final 
two deliveries of the 

penultimate over to 
make the equation 
16 from the final 

six balls.

Sachin Tendulkar interacting with kids.

GOODWILL ACTIVITIES
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Children and young adults 
receiving palliative care at 
Happy Feet Home (HFH) 
were ecstatic and had a day 
of a lifetime when Sachin 
Tendulkar stopped by to 
share an early Christmas 
with them.

The Master Blaster duti-
fully complied with the chil-
dren’s fervent request to see 
their idol by taking part in 
the pre-Christmas festivi-
ties. A previous financial 
contribution from the Sa-
chin Tendulkar Founda-
tion helped the centre with 
healthcare and hygiene, 
educational or vocational 
programmes, home visits, 
and hospital activities.

To offer children receiving 
palliative treatment holistic 
daycare services, Happy 
Feet Home collaborates 
closely with Sion Hospital. 

More than 400 children 
would benefit from the do-
nation for their sustenance.

Meeting Sachin Tendulkar 
was a dream for the kids liv-

ing at the centre and those 
in foster care. He casually 
engaged with the young 
aspirants, becoming one 
of them as joy and laughter 
filled the room. Being with 
the Master Blaster made 
 the kids happy.

Sachin reminisced about 
his childhood with the chil-
dren as he played games 
with the kids present there 
and interacted with them.

The centre was estab-
lished in August 2014 with 
the goal of offering free 
emotional, psychosocial, 
educational/vocational, 
and nutritional support to 
kids and young people with 
serious and terminal ill-
nesses like cancer, HIV, and  
thalassemia major.

Sachin has been closely as-
sociated with UNICEF and 
takes initiative to indulge 
in such goodwill activi-
ties. He was part of World 
Children’s Day which was 
celebrated earlier in Delhi.

The festive event saw 
children playing a friendly 
futsal match, and perform-
ing a choreographed dance 
with leaders and celebri-
ties on their side, sending 
a fervent message on how 
important it is for them to 
feel celebrated, included, 
and be treated fairly and 
equally whoever they are 
and wherever they live.

Hundreds of children 
gathered in Thyagaraj 
Indoor Stadium in South 
Delhi. 

SACHIN TENDULKAR MAKES CHRISTMAS MERRIER  
FOR HAPPY FEET HOME KIDS WITH SURPRISE VISIT

IN GOA

India to host first World Table 
Tennis series event next year

World Table Tennis (WTT) 
has awarded Panaji, the 
capital of Goa, the rights 
to host India’s first-ev-
er World Table Tennis  
(WTT) series event.

The top tier WTT Star Con-
tender Goa 2023, has been 
scheduled from 27 February 
to 5 March here at the Shyama 
Prasad Mukherjee Indoor 
Stadium, located on the Goa 
University Campus in the 
southern Taleigao neighbour-
hood of the state capital. An 
announcement to this effect 
was made at a press confer-
ence here in the presence of 
Rohan Khaunte, Honourable 
Minister of Tourism, Govern-

ment of Goa. Stupa Analyt-
ics, a leading and homegrown 
sports analytics firm will be 
the tournament’s hosts with 
active support from the Gov-
ernment of Goa.

Also present at the event 
were Matt Pound, Manag-
ing Director, WTT, Geeta 
Nagvenkar, Executive Di-
rector, Sports Authority of 
Goa, Megha Gambhir, Co-
Founder and CEO, Stupa 
Analytics and Deepak Malik, 
Co-Founder and Chief Sports, 
Stupa Analytics.

Speaking on the occasion 
Rohan Khaunte, Honourable 
Minister of Tourism, Govern-
ment of Goa said, “Goa is the 
nation’s biggest tourist desti-
nation and I am overjoyed to 
welcome WTT to our shores 

as they announce WTT Con-
tenders Goa 2023 as the first 
event of the WTT Calendar. 
We are happy that Goa has 
been chosen as the host for 
a WTT event for the very 
first time in India. We have 
positioned ourselves as a top 
sporting state by hosting vari-
ous international sporting 
events and will continue to 
do so to develop and promote 
sports in order to make India 
 a sporting nation.”

WTT Series is the official 
professional table tennis se-
ries of events, with the world’s 
best players facing each other 
off in various category tour-
naments throughout the 
year with the four Grand, 
Smashes being the ultimate 
prize to win. 

TDG NETWORK
TALEIGAO  

SOURCES

PANDYA, SURYAKUMAR LIKELY 
TO BE PROMOTED TO GRADE A 
OF BCCI CENTRAL CONTRACTS
India’s  star  batter 

Suryakumar Yadav 
and all-rounder Har-

dik Pandya are likely to gain 
promotion to Grade A of the 
2022-23 BCCI central con-
tracts, as per sources in the 
Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI).

The sources told ANI, 
H a r d i k  Pa n dy a  a n d 
Suryakumar Yadav are 
likely to gain promotion 
to Grade A of the 2022-23 
BCCI central contracts. On 
the other hand, Ajinkya 
Rahane, Ishant Sharma, 
Hanuma Vihari and Wrid-
dhiman Saha are likely 
to be removed from the 
BCCI Central Contract list. 
Pandya and Suryakumar 
are currently in Group C 
 of the contracts.

Suryakumar has been in 
fantastic form this year in 
T20Is. In 31 T20I matches 
this year, he aggregated 
1,164 runs at an average 
of 46.56, with two centu-
ries and nine fifties and 
the best score of 117. He 
is also the highest T20I  
run-scorer this year.

Hardik Pandya is also 

having a great 2022. In 27 
matches and 25 innings this 
year, he has scored 607 runs 
at an average of 33.72, with 
three half-centuries and the 
best individual score of 71*. 
He has also taken 20 wick-
ets this year in the 20-over 
format. Also in 3 ODIs this 
year, he has scored 100 runs 
in two innings, with the best 
score of 71*. He has also tak-
en six wickets in the 50-over 
format this year.

Talking about Ishant 
Sharma, the speedster has 
not played an international 
match for India since No-
vember 2021.

Rahane has not played 
international cricket since 
January this year. He 
played only two Tests this 
year, scoring 68 runs at an 
average of 17.00, with one 
fifty. In 2021, he had scored 
479 runs in 13 matches with 
two fifties at an average of 

20.82. His inconsistent 
performances have kept 
him away from the team 
 for a long while.

Saha has also not repre-
sented Team India since 
December 2021, when 
he played a Test match 
against New Zealand. Cur-
rently, Virat Kohli, skipper 
Rohit Sharma and Jasprit 
Bumrah are in the Grade 
A+ contract, which is the 
highest level of contract. 

India’s star all-rounder Hardik Pandya 
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ANALYSIS

Indian bowlers dominated 
on the first day of the second 
Test between India and Ban-
gladesh especially Umesh 
Yadav and Ravichandran 
Ashwin who did not allow 
the Bangladesh batsmen to 
last in the crease. Umesh Ya-
dav once again showed why 
he is such a successful bowler 
in the Indian subcontinent. 
He works well with the ball 
and takes wickets even on 
flat wickets. 

He did the same thing in 
Mirpur especially in the 
third and last session where 
his reverse swing was im-
pressive and he succeeded 
in taking three wickets. He 
used his shoulder all day 
long during bowling. If you 
are a batsman then you have 
to work on your technique 
to play a bowler like Umesh 
Yadav. Umesh Yadav is 
looking in very good form 
which is a good indication  
for Team India.

It was good to see Ashwin 
picking up wickets because 
in the last few matches that 
edge was not visible in his 

bowling.  He was neither 
getting drift nor wicket 
through his bowling but his 
performance today shows 
his hard work. Today he was 
bowling very accurately. He 
was getting drift and turn 
as well. The truth is that his 
experience proved useful for 
the team. Kuldeep Yadav’s 
exclusion was a surprise as 
he was the Man of the match 
in the first test. This raises 
questions about the Indian 
team management that 
what build-up was planned 

regarding the team combi-
nation that they had to expel 
Kuldeep Yadav. Maybe this 
decision was taken to include 
an extra fast bowler. But the 
question arises why Kuldeep 
only was left out. 

Bangladesh batsmen failed 
to put up a big score. It is 
often seen that Bangladesh 
batsmen get off to a good 
start but can’t convert it into 
a good score and lose their 
wickets on important occa-
sions. Bangladesh’s batsmen 
will have to work more pa-

tiently and play a test match 
like a test match. Like the 
first Test match, this match 
is also progressing towards 
premature end. 

After the second day, the 
ball will spin on this wicket 
and Indian batsmen have a 
good chance to put up a big 
score and put pressure on 
Bangladesh. Indian bats-
men play spin well and if 
runs are made at a good pace 
on this pitch, then this match 
is also expected to get over 
 in three days.

Umesh Yadav 

REETINDER SINGH SODHI

The second Test match may 
get over in just three days 



THUMPING VICTORIES

Nikhat, Manju Rani 
ease into quarters 
at National Boxing 
Championships

World Championships 
medallists Nikhat Zareen 
and Manju Rani registered 
thumping 5-0 victories to 
enter the quarter-finals of the 
6th Elite Women’s National 
Boxing Championships in 
Bhopal on Thursday.

The reigning world cham-
pion Nikhat, represent-
ing Telangana, thrashed 
Meghalaya’s Eva Waynie 
Marbaniang in the 50kg pre-
quarterfinals bout, whereas 
Railways Sports Promotion 
Board’s (RSPB) Manju Rani 
also produced an equally 
dominating performance 
to defeat Uttarakhand’s Ka-
vita comprehensively in the 
48kg Last-16 contest. Manju 
Rani won the silver medal in 
the 2019 World Champion-
ships. Meanwhile, another 
RSPB boxer Jyoti Gulia, the 
2017 youth world cham-
pion, also progressed into 
the 52kg Last-8 after beating 
Jharkhand’s Neha Tantubai 
by a unanimous decision.

Chandigarh’s Simran 
(48kg) and M Dhivya of 
Tamil Nadu (54kg) were 
among the other pugilists 
to emerge victorious and 

advance to quarter-finals on 
the third day of the compe-
tition, wherein 302 boxers 
have been competing across 
12 weight categories.

While Simran outpunched 
A Ritu Rao of Odisha by the 
Referee stopped the Contest 
verdict, Dhivya got the bet-
ter of Arunachal Pradesh’s 
Muni Leya by 5-0.

Tokyo Olympics bronze 
medallist Lovlina Borgo-
hain (75kg) of Assam will be 
among others to play their 
Last-16 matches on Friday 
while the quarter-finals will 
take place on Saturday. 
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RECOVERING WELL

JOFRA ARCHER RETURNS TO ENGLAND SQUAD 
FOR ODI SERIES AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA

Pacer Jofra Archer returned 
to England’s 14-player squad 
for the three-match ODI 
series against South Africa 
starting in January.

Sussex and England quick 
Archer returned to an Eng-
land squad for the first time 
since March 2021. He is re-
covering well from an elbow 
injury and is expected to re-
turn to international cricket 
in South Africa next month. 
Archer, England’s leading 
wicket-taker in their 2019 
ODI World Cup triumph, 
last played an international 
game for his country in 
March 2021 in England’s  
T20I tour of India.

The in-form Harry Brook 
also won a maiden call-up 
to the ODI squad. Ben Duck-
ett, who impressed as a Test 
opener in the 3-0 whitewash 
of Pakistan recently, also re-

turns for the first time since 
2016 to the ODI team named.

Surrey seamer Reece Topley 
is making an excellent recov-
ery from his left ankle injury 
and is on track to be ready for 
the three-match series.

Yorkshire prolific batter 
Harry Brook, who has im-

pressed in England colours 
this winter, is called up to the 
ODI squad for the first time 
and will be looking to add to 
his Tests and IT20 caps for 
the Three Lions.

Jos Buttler will lead the side 
with some familiar names 
and a strong pace attack that 

has quite a few all-rounders. 
Aside from the returning Ar-
cher and Topley, the team has 
Olly Stone, David Willey, Sam 
Curran and Chris Woakes.

Jonny Bairstow continues 
to recover from the injury he 
sustained ahead of the T20 
World Cup. Dawid Malan, 
Jason Roy, Phil Salt, Harry 
Brook and Ben Duckett re-
main the available top-order 
options in the squad.

The three-match series will 
be played over six days, with 
matches in Bloemfontein and 
Kimberley. The first match of 
the series will take place on 27 
January in Bloem, and the fi-
nal game will be held in Kim-
berley on 1 February.

ODI Squad: Jos Buttler (c), 
Moeen Ali, Jofra Archer, Har-
ry Brook, Sam Curran, Ben 
Duckett, Dawid Malan, Adil 
Rashid, Jason Roy, Phil Salt, 
Olly Stone, Reece Topley, Da-
vid Willey and Chris Woakes.
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England pacer Jofra Archer 

English left-arm quick bowler Tymal Mills 

REHAB AND MEDICATION

England pacer Tymal Mills discloses 
his daughter’s medical ailment

English left-arm quick bowl-
er Tymal Mills informed that 
his daughter had a stroke 
just before he was scheduled 
to board a flight to play for 
Perth Scorchers in the Big 
Bash League.

“Home for Christmas after 
the most horrible 11 days. 
As we were at the airport 
about to leave for Australia 
our daughter suffered what 
ended up being a stroke. She 
lost complete use of the left 
side of her body and were 
told they couldn’t predict 
how much she would re-
gain,” Mills posted on Ins-
tagram. “Despite all of the 
challenges she faced our lit-
tle girl has amazed everyone 
with her recovery to point 
where we were discharged 
with her hopping and skip-
ping out of the hospital. She 
has lots of rehab, medication 

and scans ahead but we are 
so grateful to be where we 
are right now. Thank you to 
everyone that’s reached out 

to us. Keep your loved ones 
close,” he further wrote as 
quoted by ESPNcricinfo.

Mills, who was a member 

of England’s T20 World 
Cup squad, had withdrawn 
from the competition as an-
nounced earlier by his fran-
chise Perth Scorchers.

England went on to win the 
T20 World Cup by defeating 
Pakistan in the final.

David Payne, a fellow left-
handed pacer who contests 
for Gloucestershire, was an-
nounced as Mill’s replace-
ment by Scorchers.

After all three of the play-
ers, they acquired through 
the draft were unavailable, 
they were forced to rework 
their foreign contracts. 
Along with Mills, Laurie 
Evans’ contract was revoked 
because he failed a drug test, 
while Phil Salt also had an 
injury during the ODI series 
against Australia.

Currently on the team are 
Faf du Plessis, Adam Lyth, 
and Stephen Eskinazi for 
the Perth Scorchers. 
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Ravichandran Ash-
win and Umesh 
Yadav’s four-wicket 

hauls helped India bundle 
out Bangladesh at 227 and 
get the upper hand on Day 
1 of the ongoing second Test 
match here at the Shere 
Bangla National Stadium, 
Dhaka on Thursday.

Ba n gladesh  bowled 
out for 227 - Ashwin and 
Umesh starred for India 
with 4 wickets each and 
Unadkat returned with two 
wickets. This marks the 
end of play for Day 1 of the 
second Test between India 
and Bangladesh as the bad 
light forced early stumps. 
India’s score read at 19/0 
with Shubman Gill (14*) 
and KL Rahul (3*) standing 
unbeaten at the crease. The 
visitors are trailing by 208 
runs. Before Stumps, Ban-
gladesh was bowled out for 
227. Trailing by 227, India’s 
Shubman Gill and KL Ra-
hul opened Men in Blue’s 
innings and the opened 
played with aggression 
slamming big shots and 

taking singles at regular 
intervals. In the 8th over of 
India’s first innings, KL Ra-
hul took a sigh of relief as he 
survived the LBW appeal 
made against him. Shakib 
Al Hasan’s delivery struck 
him on the pads, to which 
the on-field umpire sig-
nalled out. However, the de-
cision got overturned after 
 the DRS review.

Resuming the innings at 

184/5, Bangladesh started 
the innings slowly as Indi-
an bowlers did not give the 
hosts any chances to open 
their hands. However, it did 
not last any longer as Mo-
minul and Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz kept gathering runs 
at regular intervals to 
have a strong hold on day  
one over India.

In the 67th over of the 
game, Umesh Yadav struck 

again as he removed Miraz 
for 15 off 51. New batter Nu-
rul Hasan could not stand 
long at the crease as Yadav 
dismissed him. Ashwin 
then came back into the 
attack and showed why he 
is open of the best Indian 
spinners as he removed the 
well-set batter and danger-
man Mominul Haque, who 
was slamming India bowl-
ers all around the ground. 

Mominul went back to the 
pavilion after scoring 84 
off 157 deliveries. In the 
same over Ashwin removed 
Khaled Ahmed with a stun-
ning delivery to bowl out 
the hosts for 227.

Earl ier,  Bangladesh 
managed to score 184/5 
at Tea on Day one, thanks 
to  Mominul  Haque’s 
blistering knock of 65 
helping his team to a re-
spectable position. At 
the time of tea, Mominul 
Haque’s was unbeaten at 
65 while Mehidy Hasan  
Miraz was at 4.

Resuming the innings at 
82/2, India started well as 
Umesh Yadav dismissed 
Bangladesh captain Shakib 
Al Hasan for 16 off 39. The 
right-handed batter Mush-
fiqur Rahim then came 
out to bat and the latter 
slammed Mohammed Siraj 
for two beautiful fours.

Mushfiqur Rahim and 
Mominul Haque contin-
ued their good form as they 
took Bangladesh’s score 
beyond the 100-run mark 
in the 37th over. Mushfiqur 
then opened his hands and 
hammered Ravichandran 

Ashwin for back-to-back 
three fours gathering 14 
runs in his over. In the 
39th over of the game, Mo-
minul slammed back-to-
back two fours on Jaydev  
Unadkat’s spell.

However, Unadkat broke 
Bangladesh’s much-need-
ed partnership stand by 
removing Mushfiqur with 
an excellent delivery, leav-
ing hosts tottering at 130-4. 
Despite being four down, 
Mominul slammed some 
aggressive and brave shots 
as he slammed Unadkat by 
scoring two fours. With a 
stunning four on the last 
delivery of the 43rd over 
of the game, Mominul 
brought up his half-century  
off 78 deliveries.

Bangladesh batter Litton 
Das also joined hands with 
Mominul as he hammered 
Siraj for 12 runs with six 
and four. However, Das 
could not continue his stint 
at the crease as he was dis-
missed by Ashwin after 
scoring 25 off 26 deliveries. 
Mominul continued the 
show and at the time of tea, 
he was unbeaten at 65 while 
Mehidy Hasan Miraz at 4*.

BAN VS IND, 2ND TEST
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Ravichandran Ashwin celebrates the dismissal of Bangladesh’s Najmul Hossain Shanto on the Day 1 of the 
2nd Test match between Bangladesh and India, at Shere Bangla National Stadium, in Dhaka on Thursday.

ASHWIN, UMESH YADAV’S FOUR-WICKET 
HAULS HELP INDIA DOMINATE ON DAY 1

RECALLING THE MEMORIES

‘PLAYING FOR MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM WORLD CUP WAS ULTIMATE DREAM’
With less than four weeks 
to go for the FIH Odisha 
Hockey Men’s World Cup 
Bhubaneswar - Rourkela 
2023, the anticipation of 
witnessing the world’s best 
hockey players at one of 
the world’s most preferred 
hockey destinations Odi-
sha, is only increasing by 
each passing day.

While the Indian team 
carries out their prepa-
rations to end the medal 
drought in the prestigious 
event, it’s time for hockey 
fans to relive the memo-
ries from India’s historic 
World Cup campaigns 
through Hockey India’s 
Flashback Series - World 
Cup Special. Through this 
series of articles leading 
up to the marquee event in 
Odisha, Hockey India will 
bring you thoughts, anec-
dotes and trivia from In-
dian Hockey Legends who 

ruled the world with their 
wizardry and panache.

Our series concludes 
with the recently-elected 
Hockey India President 
Dilip Tirkey, one of the 
most distinguished names 
in the sport and the only In-
dian hockey player to earn 
over 400 international 
caps. Among India’s most 
revered Captain, part of 
three Senior Men’s World 

Cups and a Gold medallist 
at the 1998 Asian Games, 
the inimitable Dilip Tir-
key recalls his memories 
 from the years gone by.

A recipient of the Padma 
Shri Award in 2004, Tir-
key explained that don-
ning the Indian jersey 
was a childhood dream, 
and being part of the In-
dian Men’s Hockey Team 
at a Senior World Cup or 

the Olympic Games, is the  
ultimate target.

“I played my first World 
Cup in 1998. It was a mat-
ter of immense pride for me 
that I was part of the World 
Cup team. It was a great ex-
perience for me at that time. 
I remember, there was a bit 
of nervousness about how 
I would perform, alongside 
the seniors. I played all the 
games in that edition of the 

tournament, and it was a 
really nice experience for 
me,” Tirkey said as read in a 
statement by Hockey India.

However, before mak-
ing his World Cup debut, 
the very talented defender 
had Captained the Indian 
Men’s Hockey Team in the 
Men’s Champions Trophy 
in 1996 in Chennai. While 
that was one of the first 
major tournaments in 
which Tirkey led the team, 
he went on to Captain the 
Indian Men’s Hockey Team  
on many occasions.

“Captaining the In-
dian Men’s Hockey Team 
was a good experience 
no doubt, and we played 
some good hockey as well. 
I was Captain at an Olym-
pics, World Cup and even 
an Asian Games, and 
it was definitely a very  
proud experience.”

A part of three Summer 
Olympic Games, and Cap-
tain at the Athens Games in 
2004, Tirkey said that the 

Indian hockey fraternity 
were over the moon when 
the Indian Men’s Hockey 
Team returned with the 
Bronze Medal from the To-
kyo Olympics 2020. One 
of the toughest defenders 
to face up to, Tirkey ex-
plained that India’s games 
against Pakistan were  
among the most awaited.

“Everyone keenly waited 
for the India vs Pakistan 
games. The tempo, pace 
and intensity in that contest 
are unmatched. We played 
Pakistan quite a few games, 
some we have won, while 
they took the honours on 
other occasions. And the 
competition between the 
two teams was quite tough 
at that time, because both 
sides had excellent players. 
And the fans would always 
tell us that we shouldn’t lose 
to Pakistan, so the pressure 
of the moment was quite 
high,” he narrated.

“The tension was always 
very high and the games 

were really close. The 
tickets for the India-Pak-
istan games were always 
the first ones to get sold 
out. And the stadiums  
were never not packed.”

‘ I n d i a  H ave  Q u a l -
ity Hockey Players, Con-
fident We Will Do Well 
at FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup Bhu-
baneswar - Rourkela 
 2023’, Says Dilip Tirkey

Looking ahead to the up-
coming FIH Odisha Hock-
ey Men’s World Cup Bhu-
baneswar - Rourkela 2023, 
Tirkey hopes that not only 
the players but also the 
fans have a great time in 
his home state, which has 
always afforded the sport 
a lot of affection.

The former Captain went 
on to say that in recent 
years the Indian Men’s 
Hockey Team have been 
improving steadily on all 
fronts, whether it be fitness 
or the technical aspects of 
the game. Impressed by 

the steady and continued 
improvements over the 
years, Tirkey is quietly 
confident that the Indian 
Team coached by Graham 
Reid will do well at the 
FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s 
World Cup Bhubaneswar 
- Rourkela 2023.

“The current Indian 
Men’s Team is a very 
confident unit and the 
performances they have 
been giving in recent years 
have made the fans really 
happy. I am confident that 
they will do well in the 
FIH Odisha Hockey Men’s 
World Cup Bhubaneswar 
- Rourkela 2023.”

India’s most experienced 
player further went on to 
add, “I want them to put 
their best foot forward 
and play with confidence. 
The team has quality play-
ers and I would like to join 
all of the hockey family in 
wishing the Indian Men’s 
Hockey Team all the very 
best for January.”
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Recently-elected Hockey India President Dilip Tirkey

Nikhat Zareen 


