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Fatal journey relieF to personnel 

Govt tiGhtens belt: nationwide Covid moCk drill on 27 deCember

Good news: 
‘positivity 
rate deClininG 
in india’

In two days, testing 
to be compulsory in 
seaports: Mandaviya

nasal Covid vaCCine For 
adults Gets Centre’s nod 

16 Indian Army 
personnel killed as 
truck skids down slope

Cabinet approves 
revision oF deFenCe 
pension under orop

As a preparatory measure, 
the Centre has decided to 
have a mock drill to test the 
Covid emergency prepared-
ness in hospitals across the 

country on Tuesday, 27 De-
cember. 
“A mock drill for an emer-
gency response to deal with 
Covid 9 cases will be con-
ducted at hospitals across 
the country on Tuesday, 27 
December, the Union Health 

Minister Dr Mansukh Man-
daviya will also be participat-
ing in the Mock drill,” official 
sources said news agency. 

The mock drill is being 
conducted amid fear of a 
Covid surge in the country in 
the wake of a spurt of Covid 

cases reported in China and 
other countries. The Union 
Ministry in India has start-
ed taking several proactive 
steps in this direction. 

The Union Ministry of 
Health advised States on 20 
December to significantly 

increase genome sequenc-
ing. A high-level meeting 
was also chaired by Union 
Health Minister on Decem-
ber 21 to review the Covid-19 
situation & preparedness of 
the public health system for

Amid the fresh global surge 
in the Covid cases by a new 
coronavirus variant, B.F7, 
the Centre government on 
Friday assured the general 
public by saying that the 
Covid positivity rate in the 
country is declining week-
on-week. 

According to a release, is-
sued by the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare 
on Friday, the positivity rate 
is declining week-by-week 
with only 0.14 per cent posi-
tivity in the week ending on 
December 22. “Consistent 
decline in cases in India is 
recorded with five states ac-
counting for 78 percent of 
the daily new cases reported 
on 22 December,” the Health 
Ministry said, adding that 8

Union Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya on Friday 
elucidated on the govern-
ment’s plan to tackle the 
upcoming covid surge. He 
also talked about the govern-
ment’s approval to Bharat 
Biotech’s nasal vaccine and 

said that it will work as a 
precautionary dose. He stat-
ed that the government is 
working towards minimis-
ing Omicron BF.7 variant’s 
impact and lauded India’s 
roadmap in handling previ-
ous Covid surges.

While addressing the In-
dia News Manch Conclave,

The nasal covid vaccine iN-
COVACC can be used as a 
heterologous booster dosage 
for people who have already 
received Covishield and 
Covaxin, according to the 

Union Health Ministry on 
Friday. Starting Friday, the 
vaccine will be accessible 
through the CoWIN app.

The iNCOVACC has been 
authorised by the Indian 
government and will be ad-
ministered to adults over the

As many as 16 Indian Army personnel, including three Junior 
Commisioned Officers, lost their lives on Friday in a road 
accident in North Sikkim involving an Army truck, said the 
Indian Army. 

According to the Indian Army, the ill-fated vehicle was part 
of a three-vehicle convoy that was going from Chatten in the 
morning towards Thangu. En route at Zema, the vehicle skid-
ded down a steep slope while negotiating a sharp turn. 

The Indian Army launched a rescue operation in which four 
injured soldiers were air evacuated, while three Junior Com-
missioned Officers and 13 soldiers succumbed to the injuries 
sustained in the accident. 

President Droupadi Murmu on Friday condoled the deaths 
of Indian Army personnel in a tragic road

The Union Cabinet on Fri-
day approved the next revi-
sion of pension of defence 
forces personnel and fam-
ily pensioner under One 
Rank One Pension (OROP). 
Briefing reporters after a 
meeting of the union cabinet, 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Minister Anurag Thakur 
said the decision will lead to 
enhanced pension as per the 
OROP proposal. 

The cabinet meeting 
was chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
The benefit would also be ex-
tended to family pensioners 
including war widows and 
disabled pensioners, Thakur 
said. 

He said benefits will be 
extended to about 25.13 lakh 
armed forces pensioners 
and family pensioners. 

Armed forces personnel 
retired up to 30 June 2019 
to be covered under this

Cbi arrests 
iCiCi ex-Ceo 
Chanda 
koChhar, 
husband 
new delhi: Former 
iCiCi Bank CeO Chanda 
Kochar and her 
husband deepak were 
arrested by the CBi on 
Friday in the iCiCi-
Videocon loan fraud 
case. Chanda Kochhar 
was accused of misus-
ing her position in the 
iCiCi bank in granting 
loans to Videocon group 
promoter Venugopal 
dhoot in 2009 and 
2011. Chanda Koch-
har, her husband and 
Venugopal dhoot of 
the Videocon group 
were booked by the CBi 
along with others in a 
case related to crimi-
nal conspiracy. it was 
alleged that Venugopal 
dhoot invested crores in 
nupower Renewables, 
after receiving the loan 
from the iCiCi bank.

Free 
FoodGrains 
For 80 Crore 
people 
new delhi: in a 
new Year gift for the 
country’s poor, the 
Union Cabinet on Friday 
decided that more than 
80 crore people will 
now get free foodgrains 
under the national Food 
Security Act (nFSA). 
Briefing reporters 
after a meeting of union 
cabinet here, Food and 
Consumers Affairs 
Minister Piyush Goyal 
said the beneficiaries 
will not be required to 
pay a single rupee to 
get the foodgrains till 
december 2023. 
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war oF bid 

bilateral boost 

Record-breaking bid for IPL 2013: Sam 
Curran hits jackpot at Rs 18.50 crore  

japan likely to invite india to G-7 summit next year 
delhi Court allows poliCe to 
obtain voiCe sample oF aaFtab

14 days judicial custody of Aaftab 

England all-rounder Sam 
Curran on Friday hit a jack-
pot with a record-breaking 
Rs 18.5 crore bid for the 
upcoming Indian Premier 
League (IPL) season 2023.  
Punjab Kings Xi bought the 
star. 

Chris Morris was sold to 

Rajasthan Royals for Rs 
16.25 crore in 2021. 

Sam Curran  entered at 
INR 2 crore. Mumbai Indi-
ans (MI) made the first move 
for Curran. And the bidding 
war begins between MI and 
Royal Challengers Bangalore 
(RCB). Frenetic raising of 
paddles at both tables as the 
bid zooms up to Rs 6 crore. 
The bid kept going back and 

forth between MI and Raj-
asthan Royals (RR). RR was 
back in the lead at Rs 11.5 
crore. MI tapped out. 

Chennai Super Kings 
(CSK) then jumped in with 
Rs 11.75 crore bid. Both MS 
Dhoni and Stephen Fleming 
back to Curran to perform 
any role at CSK. 

PBKS also bid for Sam Cur-
ran, Punjab was Curran’s 

first franchise in the IPL. 
The bid quickly zoomed past 
Rs 15 crore with CSK taking 
the lead at Rs 15.25 crore.

PBKS raised the paddle as 
the bidding war continued. 

Lucknow Super Giants 
(LSG) jumped in at Rs 15.75 
crore. They need to fill the 
Holder-sized void. The bid 
touched Rs 16.5 crore. 

India is likely to attend the Group-7 
Summit to be held in the western city 
of Hiroshima (Japan) next year. Dip-
lomatic sources told The Daily Guard-
ian that Japan is planning to invite New 
Delhi as a guest to the summit of this 
informal group of seven of the world’s 
advanced economies, including Cana-
da, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States 

as well as the European Union. Sources 
said that the Japanese diplomats are in 
touch with their Indian counterparts 
regarding the same.

According to sources, the Japanese 
government is planning to invite Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for his role as 
the chair of the G-20. “The Japanese 
officials are discussing it at various 
levels in Tokyo, and the government 
of Japan will reach out to India with a 
formal invitation in due course of time,” 
sources said. Japan is considering ex-

tending an invitation to Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo as well for his 
role as the chair of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations next year. The 
three-day summit will be held in Japan 
in May next year. Australia is also likely 
to be invited to the G-7 summit. In fact, 
Japan wants all the member countries 
of the Quad group to hold a separate 
interaction on the sidelines of the G-7 
summit. So, the presence of India and 
Australia will help materialise this plan

Delhi’s Saket court on Fri-
day extended the judicial 
custody of accused Aaftab 
Amin Poonawala in the 
Shraddha Walkar murder 
case by a further 14 days. 
The next date of hearing is 
on 6 January 2023. A Delhi 
court on Friday allowed the 
plea of Delhi Police seek-
ing permission to obtain 
a voice sample of Aaftab 
Amin Poonawala, accused 

of murdering his live-in 
partner Shraddha Walkar. 

During the hearing, Aaf-
tab was produced through 
v i d e o  c o n f e r e n c i n g. 
During the hearing, the 
media  persons  were 
asked by the Metropoli-
tan Magistrate Vijay-
shree Rathore to leave the 
court. She said that the 
matter is a sensitive one. 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Vijayshree Rathore of Sa-
ket court allowed the plea 
of Delhi after hearing the 

submission of Special Pub-
lic Prosecutor (SPP) Amit 
Prasad and Defence coun-
sel MS Khan. 

SPP Amit Prasad submit-
ted before the court that the 
voice sample is required to 
investigate the matter. On 
the other hand, Advocate 
MS Khan opposed the plea 
and submitted that he has 
not been supplied a copy of 
the application. 

According to sources, Del-
hi police have some videos
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Cautionary steps 

health ministry says india news manCh 

more booster 

Better safe than sorry

A medical worker of Gandhi Nagar Hospital places 
medical equipment amid a surge in Covid-19 

cases across the world on Friday. ANi

China is facing the 
world’s largest out-
break. According to 

minutes from an internal 
meeting of China’s National 
Haelth Commission,  as 
many as 248 million people, 

or nearly 18% of the popula-
tion, likely contracted the 
virus in the first 20 days of 
December. 

Nearly 37 million people in 
China may have been infect-
ed with Covid-19 on a single 
day this week, according to 
estimates from the govern-
ment’s top health authority, 

making the country’s out-
break by far the world’s larg-
est, an international news 
agency reported.  

Unofficial reports claim 
that about 40 per cent of 
Beijing›s residents are cur-
rently infected with Covid. 
The CCP, according to re-
ports, has shifted its stance 

on Covid, claiming it to be a 
mere flu.

As many as 248 million 
people, or nearly 18% of the 
population, likely contracted 
the virus in the first 20 days 
of December, according to 
minutes from an internal 
meeting of China’s National 
Health Commission held 

on Wednesday, confirmed 
with people involved in the 
discussions. If accurate, the 
infection rate would dwarf 
the previous daily record of 
about 4 million, set in Janu-
ary 2022. 

Shanghai, China’s megacity 
with a 25 million-strong

China FaCes world’s larGest 
outbreak, 18% Covid-inFeCted  

sorry state oF aFFair 

   Unofficial reports claim about 40% of Beijing’s residents are now Covid patients 
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shraddha 
murder Case

A Delhi court on Friday 
allowed the plea of Delhi 
Police seeking permission 
to obtain a voice sample of 
Aaftab Poonawala, accused 
of murdering his live-in 
partner Shraddha Walkar. 

During the hearing, Aaf-
tab was produced through 

video conferencing. Dur-
ing the hearing, the media 
persons were asked by the 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Vijayshree Rathore to leave 

the court. She said that the 
matter is a sensitive one. 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Vijayshree Rathore of 
Saket court allowed the 
plea of Delhi after hear-
ing the submission of 
Special Public Prosecutor 
(SPP) Amit Prasad and 
Defence counsel MS Khan.

15
rishabh pant,  
iyer help india 
take First inninGs 
lead on day 2

10
shanGhai hit 
by a surGe in 
Coronavirus 
Cases
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Union minister Piy-
ush Goyal while 
speaking about the 

fastest growing economy 
said that in view of the in-
ternational situation, India 
might have to sometimes 
calibrate. The steps that are 
being taken by the govern-
ment on inflation will soon 
make India third largest 
economy in 4-5 years. 

Goyal was speaking at the 
India’s largest political con-
clave ‘India News Manch’ 
Conclave here. 

The minister said, India 
cannot isolate itself from 
world. “The biggest differ-
ence between India and 
other countries is that India 
itself is a market. Simulta-
neously, the way country’s 
youth is engrossed in build-
ing the nation with advance-
ments and introduction 
of new start-ups, creates a 
curiosity and gives rise to 
the internal demand of the 
country which again is an 
achievement in itself.”   

On Covid, the Union minis-
ter lauded the government’s 
approach in battling the Co-
vid. He said that the way Co-
vid is accelerating in China 
, it is posing a very critical 
situation globally. “This is 
the reason PM Modi himself 
is taking a stock of the situa-
tion which also signifies his 
proactive approach. Though 
we have the vaccine which 

is manufactured in India is 
quite efficient against the 
virus to combat several vari-
ants, yet we ought to take the 
precautionary measures in 
the view of the rising Covid 
cases. PM Modi has advised 
all the states to constantly 
monitor the situation so that 
we are fully prepared for the 
unprecedented rise in the 
cases. He also advised people 
to get the precautionary dose 
administered,” he added.  

Responding to the ques-
tions on the matter of defence 
and national security that 
are put forth in the parlia-
ment, Goyal said that there 
is no point of evading the 
discussion. “Four different 
instances were put forward 
when UPA was in power and 
we were in opposition. There 
were 4 times when a critical 
situation emerged and Con-
gress urged that since it is a 
matter of national security, it 
should not involve public at-
tention or dialogue. And we 
didn’t even force our hand 
on the government that this 

situation requires discus-
sion which shows that BJP 
is a responsible government. 
And Now that we ourselves 
are in the power, it is our 
onus to keep the matters of 
national security private. 
Just because the opposition 
demands discussion, the 
matters of national security 
cannot be compromised in 
the backdrop of opposition’s 
discussion. “

While speaking about 
suspending trades with 
China Minister said, this is 
a gradual process. It cannot 
be done in a blink of an eye. 
This matter was also put 
forth in the parliament and 
in the past, the trades were 
not very strong with China. 
After 2004, the government 
opened the floodgate be-
tween India and China that 
the trade deficient between 
both the countries kept in-
creasing. Yet we tried to keep 
a balance and strictly super-
vised and we are constantly 
trying to reduce the depen-
dence on import. 
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India will be third largest 
economy in 4-5 years 

india’s one nation, one Ration caRd 
scheme is a RevolutionaRy step

Union Agricultural Minis-
ter Narendra Singh Tomar 
on Friday lauded the Prad-
han Mantri Gareeb Kalyan 
Yojana, saying that it saved 
the lives of millions of people 
during the Covid pandemic. 
He also praised the PM’S 
initiative of opening bank 
accounts for people dur-
ing the crisis and said that 
more than 20 lakh women 
benefitted as more than Rs. 
30 thousand crores were di-
rectly sent to their accounts. 
He termed PM Modi’s ‘One 
Nation, One Ration Card’ 
scheme as a revolutionary 
step. 

While addressing the In-
dia News Manch Conclave, 
Narendra Singh Tomar elu-
cidated on the Agricultural 
ministry’s roadmap to deal 
with the upcoming Covid 
pandemic and said, “I want 
to tell the people of the coun-
try that any challenge can oc-
cur any time, but we need to 
make our mindset solution 
oriented. In the past, when 
similar situations occurred, 
we had the leadership of 
PM Narendra Modi, the na-
tion was with him and as a 
result, we came out strong 
from the pandemic. We can 
be satisfied with the point 
that our country did bet-
ter in comparison to many 
technically developed and 
richer countries, under the 
guidance of PM Modi. We 

have been globally praised 
for the same and if in future 
any such situation reoccurs, 
we will be ready for that.”

On being asked about Chi-
na’s role in spreading the vi-
rus, the agricultural minister 
said that he firmly believes if 
any country suffers from a 
pandemic, then we should 
show sympathy. 

He further talked about the 
ongoing ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ 
under the leadership of Ra-
hul Gandhi despite the virus 
threat. He said, “It is not only 
the government’s responsi-
bility to take control of the sit-
uation, but also the Opposi-
tion. It is not concerned with 
dignity but the lives of 130 
crore people of this nation 
are at stake. The virus will 

spread in the crowd, so the 
necessary measures should 
be taken. People should have 
this discipline, especially the 
political leaders.”

He further spoke about the 
farmer’s income, ‘Agri-Start-
ups’ and ‘Millet Year 2023’. 
He said, “Millet is not new to 
India. It is an Indian grain. In 
previous times, the majority 
used to consume millet. But 
over time rice and wheat be-
came occupied our plates. 
Once upon a time, India 
faced a lack of agricultural 
production so the govern-
ment schemes were produc-
tion oriented. But, today we 
are agriculturally prosper-
ous. Now we should focus on 
two things- the farmer’s in-
come and our immunity. PM 

Modi is constantly working 
in this direction. He is a man 
of farsightedness. He pre-
sented the idea of dedicating 
a whole year to the recogni-
tion of millets in the UN, as a 
result, 2023 will be observed 
as Millets Year.”

He said that this will in-
crease the production of 
millets in the country and as 
we are the biggest exporter of 
millets therefore the export 
will automatically increase. 

He further attacked the op-
position for their schemes 
of distributing things for 
free in the greed of votes. 
He said people’s require-
ments should be fulfilled 
by the government but free 
schemes will harm the coun-
try. 

JASLEEN KAUR
new delhi
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Political leaders debate on 
India China border clash 

BJP spokesperson Sudhans-
hu Trivedi and Congress MP 
Pramod Tiwari clashed at 
the India News Manch on 
the India-China border is-
sue. Sudhanshu commented 
on the India-China border 
clash, saying, “The foreign 
minister and Indian soldiers 
have already discussed this 
on this issue. If you don’t 
trust these figures, then be-
lieve China’s comment that 
India is inside China’s bor-
der. What source will you 
trust if you don’t trust your 
government? These are the 
same people who asked for 
“Surgical Strike’s proof.”

Responding to Sudhanshu, 
Pramod Tiwari said, “We’re 
proud of Indian soldiers; 
they’re great. However, the 
opposition will be concerned 
if Prime Minister says, “Na 
koi aaya tha, na koi gaya tha” 
on issues related to PoK. The 
pictures we have from the 
satellite narrate a different 
story that we don’t want to 
reveal. All we ask is to listen 
and then put out your state-
ment so that 135 crore citi-
zens will be clarified.”

Sudhanshu retorted, “In 
the digital era, it’s easy to 

have morphed images. Talk-
ing about business trade 
with India-China, since our 
party came into existence, 
the business has grown by 
35%. According to China’s 
people daily, China is head-
ing towards worst diplomat-
ic isolation after Tiannamen 
Square. This is how India 
has defeated China.”

To which, Pramod ques-
tioned, “Why do you shy 
away from saying the same 
thing in Parliament? How-
ever, we agree that the ratio 
in the foreign business sector 
has increased. But I want to 
ask the Prime Minister: Why 
doesn’t he speak on Ladakh? 
When will the complaint be 
registered? Why does PM 
shy away from China dis-
cussing about Ladakh?”

Sudhanshu further said, 
“Why doesn’t the opposition 

stand together with us on a 
national issue? There’s a pro-
test going on in the country 
against Xi Jinping. China is 
in the worst condition, and 
the country has been cor-
nered today.

Pramod Tiwari stated, 
“BJP is like a ship that has 
no breaks. Recently, the 
Arunachal Pradesh govern-
ment confirmed that China 
did invade. Should we be-
lieve the government’s state-
ment?”

Sudhanshu replied, say-
ing, “An opposition should 
support us on such sensitive 
issues. The RSS clearly sup-
ported former Prime Minis-
ter Nehru in times of crisis 
when needed, even though 
he prohibited the organisa-
tion. When we were small, 
Congress used to say that 
only they knew how to run 

a government. Tell me who 
is capable of running a gov-
ernment. Learn something 
from the BJP, which has al-
ways been a responsible op-
position.”

Pramod Tiwari further 
countered, “I agree that we 
don’t know how to be effec-
tive as an opposition, but 
why have you never cred-
ited us for initiating several 
schemes and Yojanas that 
Congress started long before. 
Moreover, we will learn how 
to be persuasive from you, 
and you too will learn how to 
run a government. However, 
since you’re so good at it, let’s 
switch roles and you take the 
opposing team’s seat.

Sudhanshu ended the de-
bate by slamming Congress 
for their obsession with run-
ning the government, saying, 
“Rassi jal gayi bal nai gaya.”

ASifA KhAN
new delhi

india helped the woRld 
duRing covid in a big way 

Union Minister of Civil 
Aviation Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia graced the stage of In-
dia’s Biggest Conclave ‘India 
News Manch’ at the Consti-
tution Club, New Delhi.

While speaking about the 
Covid situation, Scindia said 
“Because each country was 
concerned about their own 
safety, no one came together 
as a united world to combat 
the situation with medi-
cines or other precautions. 
However, India was the only 
country that took the initia-
tive to help the world while 

also caring for its own peo-
ple. In a state where no vac-
cines were ever produced, 
we produced two vaccines 
and assisted 110 countries 
in a short period of time.”

According to the Minister, 
with PM Modi’s assistance, 
India is now recognised 
around the world.

Speaking further about 
the rising covid situation, 
he stated “This is a dynamic 
situation, not a static one. 
Nobody needs to change 
their plans, but they should 
exercise extreme caution.”

“India’s current situation is 
stable, but given China’s di-
saster, we must exercise cau-

tion because BF.7 is a variant 
of omicron. We are checking 
for updates every 6 hours” 
he added.

Regarding the aviation 
crisis, he stated that dur-
ing Covid times, planes 
were grounded and air-
lines were in a dire situ-
ation. “We have begun a  
v-shape recovery for the 
aviation industry—we have 
completely ended the pre-
covid hike. The demand for 
air travel is increasing, and 
airlines, as a supplier, want 
to convey the consumer de-
mand in order to offset the 
loss caused by covid” he 
claimed.

TdG NETwoRK
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yeaR end plans 
All is well that ends well, 
and that is what will hap-
pen with the two diverse 
political leaders at the end 
of the year. After a gap of 
several months, Prime 
Minister narendra Modi 
will meet west Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee in Kolkata. The 
Chief Minister has told 
state government officials 
to make elaborate ar-
rangements for welcoming 
the Prime Minister in the 
city. The Prime Minister 
will attend a function host-
ed by the indian navy at 
the netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose dockyard, to which 
the Chief Minister has also 
been invited. PM Modi will 
also flag off a brand new 
‘Vande Bharat’ train from 
Kolkata to new Jalpaiguri 
in north Bengal. The Chief 
Minister has requested a 
separate meeting with PM 
Modi. 

speculation on 
mp politics
A wedding reception 
ceremony has become 
topic of discussion in 
Madhya Pradesh. Recently, 
a reception was organised 
at the residence of Union 
Minister narendra Singh 
Tomar for the nephew 
of BJP leader Kailash 
Vijayvargiya. The event 
happened in the first 
week of december. But 
Vijayvargiya was waiting to 
get a date from the Prime 
Minister to attend the 
ceremony and bless the 
couple. Ultimately, the PM 
gave consent to attend last 
week. Among those invited 
were the prime minister 
and industrialist Gautam 
Adani. however, Chief Min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han could not attend the 
ceremony, which was held 
in new delhi, as he was 
busy with the assembly 
session of the state. Many 
central ministers, former 
Chief Minister Kamal nath, 
and Shibu Soren were also 
present at the reception. 
As the PM attended the 
ceremony, speculation 
in the state is rife that 
Kailash Vijayvargiya would 
be given some important 
responsibilities in the 
state’s upcoming assembly 
elections.

offeR to join 
yatRa
As the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
approaches the capital, 
Rahul Gandhi has written 
to all opposition floor 
leaders in Parliament, 
inviting them to join the 
foot march. while dMK MP 
Kanimozhi joined the yatra 
in haryana, TMC declined 
the offer. Rahul had sent a 
letter to TMC floor leader 
Sudip Bandopadhyay. 
Sudip contended that since 
Rahul is not a Parliament 
floor leader, the letter 
should have been written 
by the Congress party’s 
president, Mallikarjun 
Kharge. with this, it is clear 
that though TMC is coop-
erating with the opposition 
parties in the house on 
many common issues, 
including the demand for 
discussion on the Chinese 
aggression in the border 
region of Arunachal, it 
is not ready to accept 
the leadership of Rahul 
Gandhi.

on the radar

Gautam lahiri

caption caption

Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya. AAP’s RS MP Sanjay Singh. Union Minister of Animal Husbandry Parshottam Rupala.
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In the latest development 
in the Ankita Bhandari 
murder case, the three 

accused, including expelled 
BJP leader’s son Pulkit Arya, 
on Thursday refused to un-
dergo narco and polygraph 
tests after the filing of the 
charge sheet. The counsel 
appearing for the accused 
said in the Judicial Magis-
trate Court in Kotdwar, Ut-
tarkhand, that the Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) did 
not explain why it wanted 
to conduct narco and poly-
graph tests after filing the 
charge sheet.

After the disagreement by 
the accused, the Judge of Ju-

dicial Magistrate, Kotdwar 
Bhavna Pandey, has fixed 
the date of 3 January  2023, 
for the next hearing.

Earlier on 17 December, 
the Uttarkhand Police filed 
a charge sheet against the 
three persons accused in the 
murder of 19-year-old Anki-
ta Bhandari and submitted it 
before the Kotdwar Judicial 
Court.

“We are going to file a 500-
page charge sheet within 90 
days in this case. Around 
100 people have been ex-
amined in the matter,” Ad-
ditional Director General 
(ADG) V Murugesan of the 
Uttarakhand Police said in a 
joint press conference with 
the probe in-charge, Special 
Investigation Team, P. Re-

nuka Devi. He further said 
that the charge sheet has 
been filed under relevant 
sections of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) and Unethical 
Business Prevention Act 
(IBPA).

“The charge sheet is being 
sent to the Hon’ble Court 
against the three accused 
under IPC sections 302, 201, 
120B, 354A, and 5(1)V of the 
Unethical Business Preven-
tion Act. The Narco test and 
other points are being dis-
cussed in the said incident,” 
he added.

On 4 December, the Utta-
rakhand Police said that the 
investigation into the Ankita 
Bhandari murder case is al-
most complete, with just the 
Narco tests of the accused re-

maining, for which they had 
sought permission from the 
Kotdwar court to conduct 
Narco and Polygraph tests 
of all three accused.

Earlier, two of these three 
accused persons gave their 
consent for the test, while 
the other one sent an ap-
plication to the Court of Ju-
dicial Magistrate Kotdwar, 
Uttarkhand, which was 
later refused by all three ac-
cused during the hearing on 
Thursday.

“The main accused, Pulkit 
Arya, and the second ac-
cused, Saurabh, have given 
consent for the narco and 
polygraph tests. However, 
the third accused, Ankit, has 
asked for 10 days time. His 
application will be heard in 

the court of Judicial Magis-
trate Kotdwar on 22 Decem-
ber,” Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) P Renuka Devi 
told ANI on 5 December.

The body of 19-year-old 
Ankita, who worked as a 
receptionist at a resort run 
by Pulkit Arya, the son of 
expelled BJP leader Vinod 
Arya, was recovered from 
Chilla canal in Rishikesh on 
24 September.

She was reported missing 
for at least six days before 
the officials found her body.

Pulkit Arya was arrested 
for allegedly pushing her 
into the canal following an 
altercation. Two more peo-
ple, Ankit Gupta and Sau-
rabh Bhaskar, have also been 
arrested in the case.   

Slamming the Congress 
over the ongoing Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, Union Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar said 
on Friday that the grand old 
party has become irrelevant 
and the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
is just an attempt to save its 
existence.

“There is no question of 
panic for the BJP; Congress 
has become irrelevant in the 
whole country, and now an 
attempt is being made to save 
its existence through this 
Bharat Jodo Yatra,” said the 
BJP leader.

He slammed Congress 
and questioned the need 
for a Bharat Jodo Yatra. “No 
one can see India breaking 
up. The whole country is 
united from all sides, and its 
strength is increasing,” he 
said, adding that the Con-
gress leaders are not able 
to digest the fact that a new 
India is being built under the 
leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

The Central Government 
has asked the Congress 
Party to strictly follow the 
Covid 19 guidelines during 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra or 
postpone it.

“Follow the Covid guide-
lines strictly during the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, which is 
going on in Rajasthan. Use 
of masks-sanitiser should 
be implemented. Only vacci-
nated people should partici-
pate,” Madaviya had written 
in a letter to Congress MP 
Rahul Gandhi and Rajast-
han Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot.

Mandaviya had also re-
quested to postpone the foot 
march if following the proto-

col was not possible.
Will the Congress post-

pone the Bharat Jodo Yatra? 
This is the biggest question 
that is doing the rounds in 
Delhi’s political circles. The 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, which is 
currently in Haryana, will be 
entering the national capital 
on Saturday, 24 December.

The central government 
has already held several 
meetings over the recent 
surge in Covid cases in the 
country with the arrival of 
a new BF.7. This new vari-
ant is to blame for the rise 
in Covid-19 cases in China, 
other parts of Europe, and 
the United States of America.

The Congress leaders, 
on the other hand, have 
slammed the central govern-
ment, accusing it of trying to 
stop the Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Reacting to the Union 
Health Minister’s letter to 
Congress, party MP Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury said, “I 
want to ask the BJP: Did PM 
Modi follow Covid protocols 
during the Gujarat polls? I 
think Mansukh Mandaviya 
is not liking Rahul Gandhi’s 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, but peo-
ple are liking it and joining 
it. Mandaviya has been de-
puted to divert the public’s 
attention.”

Reacting to the letter, Raj-
asthan Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot lashed out at the BJP, 
saying that the party has 
been “alarmed” at the popu-
larity of the foot march in the 
state.

“The BJP and the Modi 
government are so alarmed 
by the huge turnout in the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra in Rajas-
than that they are writing 
letters to Rahul Gandhi to 
follow the Covid-19 protocol 
in Rajasthan,” Gehlot said.

ADAMANT MINISTERIAL REMARKS 

ELECTION STRATEGY 

INDIA CHINA RELATIONS

ANKITA BHANDARI MuRDER ACCuSED 
REfuSE TO uNDERGO NARCO TEST

Congress irrelevant, Bharat 
Jodo Yatra an attempt to 
save existence: Tomar 

KHARGE CHAIRS MEETING 
Of pARTY GENERAL SECYS 
AND STATE INCHARGES

‘WHAT ABOuT TRANquILITY?’ 
MANISH TEWARI quESTIONS 
CENTRE ON YANGTSE SKIRMISH 
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Congress President Mal-
likarjun Kharge on Friday 
chaired a meeting of Con-
gress general secretaries, 
state incharges, PCC chiefs, 
and CLP leaders at party 
headquarters.

Several prominent leaders 
of Congress were present in 
the meeting including Ad-
hir Ranjan Chowdhury, KC 
Venugopal, and Randeep 
Surjewala.

The meeting was held on 
a day the winter session of 
parliament was adjourned 
sine die.

The session, which com-

menced on 7 December, was 
to conclude on 29 December 
but it was decided to adjourn 
it a week before.

The meeting chaired by 
the Congress president is 
likely to discuss the party’s 
preparations for the assem-
bly polls early next year.  The 
Congress won the Himachal 
Pradesh assembly polls ear-
lier this month but lost badly 
in Gujarat. The Congress 
also faces challenge from the 
Aam Aadmi Party, which is 
trying to expand its footprint 
nationally.

K a r n a t a k a ,  M a d hy a 
Pradesh, Telangana, and 
Chhattisgarh will go to the 
polls next year.

Congress MP Manish Tewari 
on Friday again quizzed 
the government about the 
incident that took place be-
tween Chinese soldiers and 
Indian troops on the LAC on 
9 December, stepping up its 
attack on the Centre govern-
ment over its handling of the 
border issues with China.

Citing the joint press re-
lease of the 17th round of 
the India-China Corps 
commander-level meeting, 
the Congress leader cross-
questioned about the Yang-
tse clash of 9 December that 
took place in the eastern 
sector.

Taking to Twitter, Manish 
Tewari said, “Press release 
on the 17th round of the In-
do-China Core Commander 
Level meeting states ‘In the 
interim, the two sides agreed 
to maintain the security and 
stability on the ground in 
the Western Sector’ Yangtse 
clash-9th December took 
place in the Eastern Sec-
tor. What about tranquility 
there?”

Earlier on Thursday, dur-
ing the winter session of 
the Parliament, the Leader 
of Opposition and Con-
gress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge in the Rajya Sabha 
also sought to raise the bor-
der issue in the House.

“When we want a discus-
sion to protect the country, 
there is no other rule for 
this,” Mallikarjun Kharge 
said.

Speaking to Rajya Sabha 
Chairman and Vice Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankhar, 
said, “You said that you 

would call me and the lead-
er of the house inside a room 
and talk. Sir, this is not some-
thing to be discussed inside, 
this should be known to the 
whole world. The country 
should know. Those who 
elected us and sent us to Par-
liament should know. This is 
for the country. Discussion 
is necessary.” He further 
added, “We want to discuss 
and will fight for unity in 
the country. We are with the 
soldiers.”

Replying to him, Union 
Minister Piyush Goyal said, 
“The issue, continuously 
raised by the leader of the 
opposition, has been dis-
cussed many times in the 
house. Earlier also the Dep-
uty Chairman detailed the is-
sue and gave four instances 
when they (Congress) were 
in the government, then such 
serious topics were not even 
discussed and no clarifica-
tion was given.”

Earlier this month, Rajnath 
Singh informed that PLA 
troops tried to transgress the 
Line of Actual Control in the 
Yangtse area of Arunachal 
Pradesh’s Tawang Sector 
and unilaterally change the 
status quo, but they went 
back to their locations due 
to timely intervention.

IN THE COuRTS
DElhi hC issuEs 
NOTiCE TO NhAi ON 
plEA ChAllENGiNG 
DOublE TOll fEE 
The Delhi high Court on Friday 
issued notice to the Centre and 
national highways authority of india 
(nhai) on a Public interest litigation 
(Pil) challenging a circular direct-
ing regional Officers(rOs)/Project 
Directors to collect double the toll 
fees from vehicles, not fitted with 
functional FaSTags crossing toll 
plazas. The Bench of Justice Satish 
Chander Sharma and Justice Subra-
monium Prasad on Friday sought a 
response from the national highway 
authority of india (nhai) and union 
of india through the Ministry of road 
Transport and highways (MorT&h). 
The court fixed 18 april 2023 date for 
the next hearing in the matter.

bOmbAy hC GRANTs 
bAil TO mumbAi COp 
RiyAzuDDiN KAzi iN 
ANTiliA CAsE 
The Bombay high Court on Friday 
granted bail to suspended assis-
tant Police inspector riyazuddin 
Kazi, who is currently lodged in 
jail in connection with the antilia 
bomb scare case and businessman 
Mansukh hiran’s death case in 
2021. Sacked policeman riyazuddin 
filed a petition for bail in the Bombay 
high Court, on which the court has 
given its decision, granting him bail 
for rupees 25,000. Kazi has to sur-
render his passport as part of the 
bail condition. riyazuddin Kazi was 
arrested for his alleged role in the 
discovery of explosives in a vehicle 
near the residence of industrialist 
Mukesh ambani.

umAR KhAliD WAlKs 
OuT Of jAil ON bAil 
TO ATTEND sisTER’s 
WEDDiNG
umar Khalid on Friday walked out 
of Tihar Jail following an earlier 
December 12 order by a Delhi Court 
giving him an interim bail of seven 
days to attend his sister’s wedding. 
umar Khalid was released from 
Tihar Jail on Friday. On 12 Decem-
ber, a Delhi court granted a week’s 
interim bail to student activist umar 
Khalid in the larger conspiracy case 
of the 2020 northeast Delhi riots. 
additional Sessions Judge amitabh 
rawat of Karkardooma Court had 
granted Khalid bail for a period of 
one week, starting 23 December. 
Khalid has been granted bail for 
attending his sister’s marriage on 
28 December. 

iNTERim bAil GRANT-
ED TO iNvEsTiGATiON 
OffiCER iN uNNAO 
viCTim fAThER’s Cus-
TODiAl DEATh CAsE
The Delhi high Court on Friday 
granted interim bail to Kamta 
Prasad Singh on medical grounds, 
an investigation officer (iO) of the 
unnao rape victim’s father’s cus-
todial death case. Justice Dinesh 
Kumar Sharma granted interim bail 
to Kamta Prasad Singh till January 
23, 2023, on medical grounds. The 
bench granted relief to the peti-
tioner on furnishing a personal bond 
of rs 20,000. he sought four weeks 
of interim bail on medical grounds 
for treatment of his ailments. Dur-
ing the hearing, the court expressed 
strong displeasure with the Central 
Bureau of investigation (CBi).
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The ministry of civil aviation 
(MoCA) on Friday said there 
has been a long list of air in-
cidents reported in the last 
five years involving domestic 
airlines, and added that 12 of 
these airline companies are 
presently operating in the 
country.

Amidst the increasing 
number of air incidents in 
the country, the Minister of 
State for Aviation, Gen. VK 
Singh (Retd), in a written re-
ply at Parliament on Friday 
said there had been a total of 
2,613 air incidents reported 
due to technical snags in the 
five years in which IndiGo 
Airlines topped the list.

IndiGo has the highest 
number of air incidents in 
these five years, from 2018 

to 2022. “IndiGo reported 
215 incidents in 2022 and 
885 incidents in five years,” 
Gen. VK Singh (Retd) said 
in a written reply in Lok 
Sabha. IndiGo is the largest 
operator in the Indian avia-
tion market, with around 
270 aircraft.

SpiceJet is the second air-
line to have reported 691 
technical glitches in the last 
five years, while Vistara 
stands on the third spot with 
444 such incidents in the last 
five years.

Tata-owned Air India re-
ported 361 technical glitches 
from 2018 to 2022, with Air 
Asia reporting 79 and Al-
liance Air 13 during these 
years.

When the Lok Sabha 
member from Congress, 
Anto Antony, asked MoCA 
whether the use of old air-

craft was the main reason 
for the technical snags, the 
aviation ministry said, “No, 
the only reason for a techni-
cal snag is not due to an old 
aircraft,” Gen. VK Singh 
said.

Further, the ministry said 
in Lok Sabha that the gov-
ernment has no guidelines 
laid down by DGCA to speci-
fy the life of aircraft for flying 
in the country, too.

“Aircraft are considered 
airworthy provided the 
maintenance is as per the 
approved schedule laid 
down by the manufacturer. 
Aircraft registered in India 
may operate as long as the 
type certificate is valid for 
the type of aircraft and the 
aircraft is under production 
for the continuous operation 
of the aircraft,” the Union 
Minister said.

The Aam Aadmi Party’s Na-
tional Secretary Pankaj Gup-
ta on Friday announced the 
names of its mayor, deputy 
mayor, and four members of 
the Standing Committee for 
the Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi.

Shelly Oberoi, a councillor 
from Ward 86, Patel Nagar, 
was announced for the post 
of mayor, whereas Aaley 
Muhammad Iqbal, a coun-
cillor from Ward 76, Matia 
Mahal, was nominated for 
the Deputy Mayor post. The 

election to pick Delhi’s next 
mayor and deputy mayor 
will be held on 6 January 
2023.

These names were ap-
proved after discussions in 
the Political Affairs Com-
mittee, the decision-making 
body of the AAP party.

Addressing the press con-
ference, Pankaj Gupta said, 
‘The PAC meeting was held 
at the CM’s residence this 
morning. Six names were 
discussed in this meeting. 
Names were fixed for four 
standing committees, one 
for the mayor and one for 
the deputy mayor.”

“The name of Aaley Mu-
hammad Iqbal has been 
fixed for the post of Deputy 
Mayor, who has been elect-
ed councillor from Ward 76 
Matia Mahal. At the same 
time, the name of Shelly 
Oberoi, who is a councillor 
from Ward 86 Patel Nagar, 
has been fixed for the post of 
Mayor,” Pankaj Gupta said.

Oberoi is a first-time coun-
cillor from East Patel Nagar 
in Delhi. The 39-year-old for-
mer professor had contested 
the elections from former 
Delhi BJP chief Adesh Gup-
ta’s home turf of East Patel 
Nagar and defeated him.

TECHNICAL SNAGS 

MAYORAL ELECTION

Over 2,000 air incidents in past 
five years, IndiGo tops the list

AAp pITCHES SHELLY OBEROI fOR THE 
pOST Of MAYOR 
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Narendra Singh Tomar

Manish Tewari

Mallikarjun Kharge speaking in the Rajya Sabha on Thursday.
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 DOuBLE 
CARRIAGEWAY 
ROAD IN J-K 
AppROVED
JaMMu anD KaSh-
Mir: The administrative 
Council (aC), under the 
chairmanship of the 
lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha, approved the 
proposal for the upgrada-
tion of 8 kms of road from 
District headquarters 
rajouri to Baba Ghulam 
Shah Badshah university 
(BGSBu). The road is a 
vital link to the university 
and provides connectivity 
to a population of about 
20,000 people residing 
in different pockets and 
villages. Dhanore Jaral-
lan, Dhanore Dhiandian, 
Chowdhary nar, and 
rathal, suburbs of rajouri 
Town, as per an official 
statement.

SpECIAL 
ARRANGEMENTS 
AT pATNA IGIMS 
AMID COVID SuRGE
PaTna: amid a fresh 
global surge in Covid-19 
cases, the indira Gandhi 
institute of Medical Sci-
ences (iGiMS) hospital in 
Patna stated on Thursday 
that it was focusing on 
making special arrange-
ments for combating the 
disease. iGiMS superin-
tendent Manish Mandal 
said, “There is nothing to 
worry about, as we are 
better prepared this time. 
The doctors and staff are 
more aware of the treat-
ment of Covid patients.” 

“we can treat 500 people 
here like we did earlier. 
we have made all neces-
sary arrangements, and 
the people of Bihar need 
not fear,” he added. 

fIRE BREAKS OuT 
IN A MARRIAGE 
HALL IN 
GHAzIABAD
GhaZiaBaD: a fire 
broke out at a marriage 
hall in Ghaziabad on 
Friday, informed the fire 
department. “we received 
information about the fire 
in a marriage hall. Six 
fire tenders reached the 
spot. The fire has been 
completely doused. There 
has been no loss of life. a 
lot of material has been 
burnt in the fire,” said ra-
hul Kumar, CFO. Further 
details of the incident are 
awaited. 

INDIAN ARMY 
ISSuES ADVISORY 
ON COVID
new Delhi: The indian 
army issued an advisory 
on Friday asking its per-
sonnel to take protective 
measures like using 
face masks, especially in 
closed and overcrowded 
spaces, and practising 
social distancing. The 
army also emphasised 
regular hand hygiene, 
including hand wash-
ing and the use of hand 
sanitiser. The advisory 
comes amid the rise of 
Covid-19 cases world-
wide, including in China, 
Japan, South Korea, and 
the united States. a close 
watch is being kept on 
the evolving epidemio-
logical situation in the 
country and indian army, 
the advisory stated. The 
advisory also suggests 
that all symptomatic 
individuals will be tested 
for Covid-19 and those 
testing positive will be 
isolated for seven days. 
Those having moderate 
to severe disease will be 
admitted to the hospital.
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In amrItsar sector

For chrIstmas

A drone was shot down and 
seized by the jawans of the 22 
Battalion of the Border Secu-
rity force, (BSF) who were pa-
trolling in the Pulmoran area of 
the Amritsar Sector in Punjab 
on Friday morning, according 
to a statement by BSF.

As per BSF Search is on for 
the presence of other drones 
in the area. More details are 
awaited in this case. This is the 
second such incident in the 
last three days in the Amrit-

sar sector. Earlier, according 
to BSF, a Pakistani drone en-
tered the Amritsar sector and 
was shot down by the BSF af-
ter it entered the Indian side 
on Tuesday evening near the 
Daoke Border Outpost (BoP) 
in the Amritsar sector.

“The Pak drone which had 
entered India at 1920 hrs in 
the AOR of BOP Daoke in 
the AOR of 144 Bn, Amritsar 
sector was found fallen down 
this morning in Pak area, 20 
meters in their territory op-
posite the AOR of BOP Bha-

ropal. It hovered in the sky for 
a few minutes when counter-
drone measures were taken 
and fell while returning,” BSF 
had said in a statement.

In the last two months, Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) has 
shot down four drones in the 
Amritsar area. Several inci-
dences of suspected Pakistani 
drones entering the Indian side 
and being downed by the BSF 
in Punjab have been reported 
recently. A drone was shot 
down by the BSF jawans of 101 
battalion on 21 December, near 

the Harbhajan Border outpost 
area in the Ferozpur Sector of 
the Tarn Taran district. The 
drone was recovered from the 
fields on 22 December during a 
search operation.

Earlier this week, drone ac-
tivities were recorded in two 
border outpost areas in Gur-
daspur, Punjab. Drones are 
believed to have entered India 
in Punjab’s Gurdaspur sector 
from the Pakistan side along 
the International Border, 
BSF’s Gurdaspur DIG Prab-
hakar Joshi said on Monday.

In view of the festive season of 
Christmas and New Year, Hi-
machal Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
on Friday directed the officers 
to ensure foolproof arrange-
ments to facilitate the tourists 
visiting the State.

Chief Minister asked the 
Himachal Pradesh Chief Sec-
retary to hold a meeting with 
the senior officers of the State 
government to make adequate 

arrangements for the smooth 
flow of tourists into the State. 
He said that special arrange-
ments must be made for en-
suring hassle-free movement 
of tourist vehicles.

In an official statement, 
Chief Minister appealed to 
the tourists not to park their 
vehicles alongside roads as 
this may lead to traffic con-
gestion and inconvenience to 
them. He directed the Police 
Department to ensure the use 
of drones for effective traffic 

management. He said that 
adequate man and machin-
ery must be deployed in areas 
prone to heavy snow so as to 
avoid any inconvenience to 
the tourists. He said that four-
by-four vehicles must also be 
stationed at strategic locations 
to meet any eventuality.

CM Sukhu directed the Pub-
lic Works and Health Depart-
ments to be on high alert. He 
said that special focus must 
be laid on the smooth plying 
of vehicles across the Atal 

Tunnel Rohtang to facilitate 
the commuters. He said that 
the police must also conduct 
night patrolling and Urban 
Local Bodies must ensure the 
proper functioning of street 
lights and basic amenities.

Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
said that the Himachal 
Pradesh Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (HPTDC)-
owned hotels must also get 
ready to welcome the guests 
so that they carry home good 
memories about the State.

BsF shoots down PakIstanI drone

With tourists rushing to Himachal, CM 
directs officials to ensure arrangement

In novemBerZIra LIquor Factory

The Shaheed Bhagat Inter-
national Airport of Chan-
digarh has seen healthy 
growth in the number of 
footfalls during the fiscal 
2022-23 (FY23), according 
to data released by the air-
port authorities.

In September 2022, the 
number of flyers visiting the 
Chandigarh airport went 
up 318 per cent to 4,62,105, 
against 89,072 in the previ-
ous year’s period. During 
October 2022, the number 
of flyers rose 103 per cent to 
3,08,542, against 151,454 in 
the year-ago month while 
in November 2022, the 
number of passengers went 
up 66 per cent to 3,03,265, 
against 1,82,003 in the cor-
responding month of the 
previous year. According 
to the data, the total num-
ber of flyers who visited the 
Chandigarh airport during 
fiscal 2021-22 (FY22) was 
23,21,704 whereas the total 

number of passengers who 
visited the particular airport 
till November, is already at 
26,24,510.

Meanwhile, the direct em-
ployment in the aviation and 
aeronautical manufacturing 
sector is around 2,50,000 
employees, Union Minister 
of State for Aviation General 
VK Singh (retd) said in a re-
ply to a query in Parliament 
on Thursday. This includes 
pilots, cabin crew, engi-
neers, technicians, airport 
staff, ground handling, car-
go, retail, security, admin-
istrative and sales staff, etc.

The Airports Author-
ity of India’s prediction 
for the all-India passenger 
throughput growth in the 
next three years for the fis-
cal 2023-24 (FY24), FY25 
and FY26 stand at 371 mil-
lion passengers, 412 million 
passengers and 453 million 
passengers, respectively, the 
statement of the Union min-
ister released on Thursday 
evening.

Chandigarh airport 
sees 66% jump in 
footfall of flyers
TDG NETWORK
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ProcessIng to Be done

For a long time, the problem 
of legacy waste in Haryana 
has been a constant cause of 
trouble. Although the state 
government is on toes to 
sort out the issue, the situ-
ation continues to remain 
almost the same. About 60 
lakh metric tonnes of legacy 
waste has to be disposed of in 
different districts across the 
state, which in itself shows 
the seriousness of the situa-
tion. Although the govern-
ment has divided the entire 
state into clusters for door 
to door waste collection. Ac-
cording to the information 
received, 101 lakh metric 
tonnes of legacy waste was to 
be processed in Haryana and 
out of this, around 40 lakh 
metric tonnes of garbage has 
been executed till December 
13, 2022. Thus what is evi-
dent from the scenario is that 
around 60 per cent more gar-
bage is yet to be disposed of. 
However, the government has 
set a target to redress legacy 
waste by December 2023. 

Notably, the National Green 
Tribunal took the cognizance 
of the matter from time to 
time directing the state gov-
ernment that the concerned 
departments are required to 
come with necessary steps in 
a time bound manner in a bid 
to sort out the issue. In this 
series, earlier the NGT had 
imposed a sizable penalty on 
the state government after 
finding the non-compliance 
of directions this year.

Haryana has a large scale 
industry including many dis-
tricts falling in the National 
Capital Region including Gu-
rugram, Faridabad, Sonipat, 
Panipat and Hisar. What 
came to fore is that these cit-
ies generate a huge chunk of 
the waste to be disposed of. 
Besides, the contaminated 
water containing chemicals 
coming out of industrial cit-
ies and factories is also being 
released including Yamuna 
and Ghaggar rivers which is 
a matter of serious concern.  
In continuation to aforesaid, 
it is worth mentioning that 
dumping of waste at the 

Bandhwari landfill site in 
Gurugram has come to the 
fore as a problem. According 
to the information received, 
about 33 lakh metric tonnes 
of garbage has been dumped 
there for years. 

Pertaining to the matter, Dr. 
Kamal Gupta who holds the 
portfolio of Urban Local Min-
ister said that 101 lakh metric 
tonnes of legacy waste were to 
be disposed off in the state un-
der a solid waste management 
plan, and out of which 40 lakh 
metric tonnes of waste have 
been disposed of. 

It is pertinent to mention 
that 13 clusters have been 
formed in the state for door-
to-door collection of garbage. 
Under these, a legacy plant 
of 700 metric tonnes capac-
ity is operated in Sonipat and 
Panipat. A 1500 MT capac-
ity plant will be set up soon 
in Gurugram and Faridabad. 
Apart from this, 638 MT ca-
pacity solid waste manage-
ment plants are being set up 
in Karnal-Kaithal-Thanesar, 
168 MT in Sirsa and 155 MT 
in Bhiwani. 

60 Lakh mt Legacy waste 
PILes uP In haryana 
RAVINDER MALIK
Chandigarh 
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govt aLLocates rs 68 crore

rIsky act 

As announced by the Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal, 
the Cancer patient suffer-
ing from Stage III and IV 
Cancer will now start get-
ting a monthly pension 
of Rs.2500 for which a 
separate budgetary pro-
vision of Rs 68.42 crore 
has been made by the  
state government. 

Earlier, in terms of giv-
ing monthly pension to 
cancer patients, Tripura 
was the only state in the 
country that has been giv-
ing monthly financial assis-
tance of Rs.1000 to stage-3 
cancer patients. It was in 
May this year when the 
Chief Minister while meet-
ing the families of cancer 
patients, had assured them 
that the State Government 
will extend every possible 
help to them. 

He then informed that 
this assistance would be 
given to those patients 
whose family’s annual in-
come is up to Rs.3 lakh.

In a bid to ensure that 
the actual beneficiaries get 
the scheme benefit, the in-
come verification of such 
patients would be matched 

with PPP. The beneficiary 
will get the said benefits till 
they are alive. Documents 
verified by the committee 
of the Civil Surgeon Office 
will have to be uploaded 
through Saral Kendra. Ap-
plicants must bring ration 
card, voter card, pan card, 
passport, bank passbook, 
telephone, water, electric-
ity or other utility bills 
with home address or land 
record documents/Pari-
var Pehchan Patra to Saral 
Kendras for necessary veri-
fication. The ASHA work-
er/ANM will verify the 
survival certificate of the 
patient which will be coun-
tersigned by the health de-
partment.

The financial assistance 
given to cancer victims 
from the Chief Minister’s 
Relief Fund was earlier ap-
proved by the Chief Minis-

ter’s Office. The concerned 
Deputy Commissioner 
then used to forward the 
matter to the Chief Min-
ister’s Office, which was a 
time-consuming process. 
As soon as this matter came 
to the notice of the Chief 
Minister, he then had given 
directions to the Deputy 
Commissioner to issue 
this financial assistance 
amount at his own level. 
This amount of up to Rs 1 
lakh is given at the district 
level as financial help to the 
patient. Showing sympa-
thy towards these cancer 
patients, Haryana Govern-
ment has now decided that 
if the patient is taking ad-
vantage of any other type 
of social security pension 
or old age pension scheme, 
then he will also continue 
to get an additional month-
ly pension of Rs. 2500.

A Punjab administration 
on Friday deployed around 
2000 cops in Firozpur 
amid protests by farmers 
demanding the Liquor fac-
tory in Zira be shut down 
as it was allegedly polluting 
groundwater in several vil-
lages.

Punjab and Haryana 
High Court on Friday ad-
journed the hearing and 
listed the matter for hear-
ing in the last week of 
January. Palwinder Singh 
DSP Zira said, “Police is 
maintaining law and order 
situation. Cops have been 
deployed. Everything is 
under control. There are 
reports of no untoward in-
cident. All are waiting for 
Court Order. We will act ac-
cordingly”.

Farmers under the ban-
ner of the Sanjha Morcha 
Zira have been protesting 
in front of the distillery 
“Malbros International 
Private Limited”, owned 
by a Shiromani Akali Dal 
leader,demanding it be 

shut down as it was alleg-
edly polluting groundwa-
ter in several villages be-
sides causing air pollution.

According to farmers, 
due to the water emanating 
from the Liquor factory, the 
groundwater of around 40 
villages is getting polluted. 
“Children are getting sick 
and infected with other 
life-threatening diseases. 
The future of around 40 
villages is at stake,” they 
said.

Protesting farmers while 
shouting “anti-govern-
ment” slogans said, “Since 
the past  four months 
we have been protesting 
against this liquor factory. 
Our demand is that this li-
quor factory should be shut 
down”.

Farmers threatened to 
intensify their protests “if 
the decision of the court 
was not in the favour of the 
public”.

The detailed order is yet to 
come from the High Court. 
From what we have come to 
know so far, the end date of 
January has been found.

The unprecedented times 
of pandemic, another Co-
vid variant again knocking 
doors. On one hand, the 
Central Health Ministry 
asked state governments 
to brush up the arrange-
ments for the possible 
fear, yet on the other hand, 
around 11 lakh people in 
Punjab have not got the 
first dose vaccine. There 
are about 40 thousand 
people who have taken the 
first dose but they have 
not taken the second dose. 
Simultaneously, about 
nine lakh people have not 
gotten booster doses yet.
The State Health Depart-
ment has directed all the 
health units to get genome 
sequencing of all the Co-
vid samples found infected. 

As per official figures of 
the Health department till 
Thursday, 18,33,275 people 
have got booster dose in  
Punjab so far. 

Talking on this, Depart-
ment of Anesthesia, Prof Dr 
Sanjeev Palta of Govt Medical 
College and Hospital, sector 
32, Chandigarh said, one has 
to understand that vaccines 
are an imperative tool for sur-
vival. It is a virus and it does 
not excuse anyone with their 
age, cast, color or creed.

At the same time, a total of 
1,07,12,836 are vaccinated 
in the age group of 18 to 
44, while 8,74,735 adoles-
cents in the age group of 15 
to 17 have been jabbed with 
the second dose of Covid. 
Apart from this, 76,56,039 
people above 45 years of 
age have been given the 
second vaccine of Corona. 

State Health Minister Chet-
an Singh Jouramajra on 
Thursday while giving in-
formation about the prep-
arations for Covid in the 
state said that the Health 
Department is fully pre-
pared in view of the pos-
sible wave of Corona.

Covid dedicated hospi-
tals have been opened in all 
the districts. There are 790 
level two pediatric beds 
and 324 ICU beds in the 
state. A Pediatric Centre 
of Excellence is function-
ing in Amritsar. 3518 addi-
tional pediatric beds have 
been provided in the state 
especially to protect chil-
dren from Covid. All LMU 
plants have been activated 
for oxygen. Health Minis-
ter Jouramajra appealed 
to the common people  
to be careful.

cancer PatIents to get rs 2,500 
monthLy PensIon In haryana

PaneL to suBmIt rePorts on 
water PoLLutIon In 2 weeks

11 lakh people still to get 
first Covid jab in Punjab
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threat InPut

Moosewala’s vil-
lage turned into 
cantonment after 

an intelligence input of pos-
sible attack on Moosewala’s 
parents. Following threats 
to the family of Slain singer 
Sidhu Moosewala, police 
have enhanced security at 
their house at Musa village in 
Mansa district.

Police have posted around 
150 personnel around the 
house. They have placed an 
LMG-fitted vehicle there 
with a 24x7 surveillance. Se-
nior police officials claimed 
this as a mock drill, but In-
telligence sources said it is 
in view of the family getting 
threats from gangsters.

The Mansa police have 
sealed off Musa and every 
person coming and going out 
is under surveillance. After 
this intelligence input, now 
the Punjab Police does not 
want to take any risk.

Around 150 police per-
sonnel have been deployed 

outside Sidhu Moosewala’s 
house, who will monitor 
the house and family for 
24 hours. At the same time, 
LMG equipped vehicles are 
also parked outside the house 
for surveillance. Nakas are 
installed on every road in and 
out to the village. Vehicles are 

being searched and people 
are also being questioned.

As the slain singer’s father 
Balkaur Singh is making ev-
ery effort to get justice for his 
son and is also making open 
statements against gangsters. 
Due to which he has received 
threats earlier also.

In the Sidhu Moosewala 
murder case, the police has 
presented supplementary 
challan against 7 accused 
in the court. The challan is 
against gangster Lawrence’s 
close aides Mani Toofan, 
Mani Raiya, shooter Deep-
ak Mundi, besides Sidhu 
Moosewala’s neighbour Jag-
tar Singh who did recee of 
Moosewala and also alleged 
to have leaked Moosewala’s 
song last year.

PoLIce tIghten securIty at 
sIdhu moosewaLa’s vILLage
TaRuNi GaNDhi
Chandigarh

TaRuNi GaNDhi
Chandigarh

Slain singer Sidhu Moosewala.

haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar.
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PunjaB FIrmed 
uP rs 30,000-cr 
Investment: cm 
Bhagwant mann
Chandigarh: punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann on Friday said that 
due to the pro-industry 
environment and ease of 
doing business policies, 
an investment of rs 
30,000 crore has been 
firmed up in the state 
in the last nine months. 

“Big industry houses 
like Tata Steel, Verbio, 
Freudenberg, Sanathan 
Textiles have entered into 
agreements to invest 
by reposing faith in our 
industrial policies, which 
will provide jobs to our 
youth,” the Chief Minister 
said while handing over 
appointment letters to the 
newly recruited candi-
dates at Markfed and 
launching new products 
at the Municipal Bhawan 
here on Friday. referring 
to the recent meetings 
with industrialists in 
hyderabad, Chief Min-
ister Mann said that the 
entrepreneurs associated 
with food processing and 
agriculture have shown 
keen interest in investing 
in punjab.

BurIed under 
PILe oF mud,  
3 LaBourers dIe
hiSar: Three laborers 
were buried under a pile 
of mud while digging a 
sewerage pipeline in the 
village Kapdo of hisar. 
dr Bhavnesh from the 
narnaud government 
hospital informed ani 
that the three bodies will 
be sent for post-mortem 
examination. “The three 
labourers were declared 
brought dead at the hos-
pital. we were informed 
that the bodies were com-
pletely buried under the 
mud. They will be sent to 
hansi tomorrow for post-
mortem,” he said. Further 
reports are awaited.

dIrector PgImer, 
Inaugurates 
kIdney dIseases 
research LaB
Chandigarh: State of 
the art “Kidney diseases 
research laboratory” 
in the department of 
nephrology at pgiMer, 
Chandigarh was inau-
gurated on Friday by 
prof. Vivek lal, director 
of the institute.  on this 
occasion, prof. h.S. Kohli, 
head, department of 
nephrology and former 
faculty members of the 
department namely prof. 
Vinay Sakhuja, prof. K.l. 
gupta & prof. Vivekanand 
Jha were also present. 

art, LIterature 
PLay vItaL roLe 
In InteLLectuaL 
growth: LokPaL
Chandigarh: lokpal 
punjab Justice (retd) 
Vinod Kumar Sharma 
appealed to the artists to 
adopt the highest stan-
dards of art so that the 
intellectual level of the 
people can be raised fur-
ther. addressing an event 
to pay tribute to former 
prime Minister atal Bihari 
Vajpayee at punjab Kala 
Bhavan, Justice Sharma 
said, “literature and art 
played an important role 
in the intellectual growth 
of human beings. due to 
this, the responsibility of 
the writers and artists to 
make available the best 
art to the people increas-
es even more.
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Houses disrupted 

CraCkdown 

allegations 

smootH sailing

Both the Houses of Parlia-
ment adjourned sine die on 
Friday following massive 
disruptions in proceedings. 
While Lok Sabha was ad-
journed six days ahead of 
schedule, Rajya Sabha had to 
be adjourned sine die seven 
days ahead of the schedule. 

The session in Lok Sabha, 
which commenced on 7 
December, was to conclude 
on 29 December, subject 
to exigencies of business. 

In the Business Advisory 
Council (BAC) meeting of 
Lok Sabha, it was unani-
mously decided to adjourn 
the winter session of Parlia-
ment sine die, sources said on 
Tuesday.  Opposition parties 
repeatedly disrupted House 
proceedings in both RS and 
LS, demanding a discussion 
on the border clash between 
Indian and Chinese troops 
along the Line of Actual 
Control in Arunachal.  The 
Lok Sabha witnessed five ad-
journments on Thursday.  In 
his address before announc-

ing the adjournment of Lok 
Sabha, Speaker Om Birla said 
the productivity of the House 
was 97 per cent. The House 
held 13 sittings totalling 62 
hours and 42 minutes. 

During Zero Hour in the 
Lok Sabha yesterday, when 
the opposition members were 
protesting, demanding dis-
cussion over the India-China 
border issue, Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Pralhad 
Joshi said, that the Business 
Advisory Committee has de-
cided to adjourn the House 
sine die on Friday.

In the Rajya Sabha, Chair-
man Jagdeep Dhankhar ad-
journed the house sine die 
and said he felt privileged to 
be part of the August House. 
The Chairman extended his 
greetings to the members of 
the House for the upcoming 
festivals, including Christ-
mas, Pongal, Lohri and 
others, and suggested that 
there is a need to be vigilant 
of the rising cases of Covid 
pandemic and take necessary 
precautions.  “This session 
was marked with a display 
of wit, sarcasm, humour and 

intellect. I hope to experi-
ence more of it with greater 
indulgence from experienced 
members,” Dhankhar said. 

This was the first full ses-
sion for the newly elected 
Vice-President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar, officiating as 
Chairman of Rajya Sabha. 

Meanwhile, Prime min-
ister Narendra Modi, Con-
gress MP Sonia Gandhi and 
other leaders attended the 
customary meeting at Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla’s 
chamber at the end of the 
Winter Session. 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Friday 
carried out searches at 14 lo-
cations in Jammu and Kash-
mir against people involved 
in the spreading of terrorist 
activities by various pro-
scribed terrorist outfits in 

the Union Territory (UT) by 
targeting minorities and se-
curity personnel. The search 
operation was conducted by 
the NIA in Kulgam, Pulwa-
ma, Anantnag, Sopore and 
Jammu districts. 

Various incriminating 
materials such as digital 
devices, SIM cards and 
digital storage devices 

have been seized from the 
searched premises, the 
NIA said in a statement. 
The agency said that the 
case pertains to the crimi-
nal conspiracy for carrying 
out terrorist and subversive 
activities hatched by the 
cadres and Over Ground 
Workers (OWGs) of vari-
ous proscribed organiza-

tions and their affiliates and 
off-shoots, operating under 
various pseudo names, at 
the behest of their Pakistani 
commanders and handlers. 

“They are involved in car-
rying out terrorist attacks by 
using cyber-space in Jammu 
and Kashmir, targeting of 
minorities, security person-
nel and spreading commu-

nal disharmony,” NIA said. 
The case had been suo-

moto registered as on June 
21 this year by the NIA’s 
Jammu branch. 

The NIA’s raid is part of its 
operation against such out-
fits targetting minority com-
munities as the government 
has a policy of zero tolerance 
against terrorism.

parliament adjourned sine die aHead of sCHedule 

Targeting minorities: NIA raids 14 locations in J-K 

press advisor to soren involved 
in spying on zonal offiCe: ed 

disCussions witH gautam adani 
ConstruCtive: say ndtv’s roys 

The Enforcement Director-
ate on Thursday through 
an affidavit, told Jharkhand 
High Court that the press 
advisor to Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren, Advocate 
General Rajeev Ranjan, 
was involved in spying on 

the agency’s zonal office. 
The ED submitted that the 
press advisor to the CM, 
Abhishek Prasad alias 
Pintu and Advocate Gen-
eral Rajeev Ranjan was 
involved in spying on the 
ED’s zonal office after the 
arrest of JMM leader Pan-
kaj Mishra in connection 
with an illegal minig case. 

Mishra was arrested in a 
money laundering case 
from alleged illegal mining, 
worth over Rs 1,000 crore. 
The ED informed the court 
that the call of Abhishek 
Prasad was kept under 
‘lawful interception’. It also 
shared transcripts of inter-
cepted calls with the high 
court.

Discussions with Gautam 
Adani have been construc-
tive since the open offer was 
launched and the sugges-
tions that have been made 
were accepted by Adani 
Group chief “positively and 
with openness”, NDTV 
founders Prannoy Roy and 
Radhika Roy said in a state-
ment on Friday.  The AMG 

Media Network, after the 
recent open offer, is now the 
single-largest shareholder in 
NDTV, the statement said. 
“Consequently, with mutual 
agreement we have decided 
to divest most of our shares 
in NDTV to the AMG Media 
Network,” it said.  “Since the 
Open Offer was launched, 
our discussions with Mr. 
Gautam Adani have been 
constructive; all the sugges-
tions we made were accepted 

by him positively and with 
openness,” it added.  The 
NDTV founders have pro-
posed to transfer 27.26 per 
cent of their shares in the me-
dia company to Adani Group.

Radhika and Prannoy Roy 
will sell 13.44 per cent and 
13.82 per cent stake respec-
tively, in NDTV to an en-
tity owned by Adani group - 
RRPR Holding, NDTV said 
in a stock exchange filing on 
Friday.

China faces world’s largest 
outbreak, 18% covid-infected  
population, is the worst sufferer. Case numbers have 
been growing since last week in Shanghai, where staff 
shortages are causing delays in delivery services. This 
comes months after Shanghai endured a brutal lockdown 
to stop the spread of Covid. Hospitals are struggling to 
cope with the number of infected patients, pharmacies 
are turning customers away empty-handed, businesses 
are shutting because staff are off sick, most schools have 
closed and usage of public transport is plummeting, the 
report claimed. 

A surge of coronavirus cases has been sweeping across 
China since the government eased its strict lockdowns 
and measures to contain the spread of the virus, on De-
cember 7. 

Chinese media outlets reported that infections are 
spreading among civil servants in several provinces, in-
cluding Henan and Shandong. They said local authori-
ties have closed their offices to the public and are calling 
on citizens to use online services instead, reported NHK 
World. 

As cases rise in major Chinese cities, even people with 
mild symptoms are rushing to hospitals. Emergency call 
operators are receiving 30,000 calls a day, six times the 
average number of calls received.

Beijing’s swift dismantling of Covid Zerorestrictions 
has led to the unfettered spread of the highly contagious 
omicron variants in a population with low levels of natu-
ral immunity. 

More than half the residents of Sichuan province, in 
China’s southwest, and the capital Beijing have been in-
fected, according to the agency’s estimates.  

Meanwhile, the minutes of the meeting didn’t note dis-
cussion on how many people have died. They did cite Ma 
Xiaowei, the head of the NHC, reiterating the new, much 
narrower definition used to count Covid fatalities. While 
acknowledging that deaths will inevitably occur as the 
virus spreads rapidly, he underscored that only people 
who die from Covid-induced pneumonia should be in-
cluded in the mortality statistics. 

The 37 million daily cases estimated for December 20 is 
a dramatic deviation from the official tally of just 3,049 
infections reported in China for that day. It is also sev-
eral times higher than the previous world record for the 
pandemic. Global cases hit an all-time high of 4 million on 
Jan. 19, 2022, amid an initial wave of omicron infections 
following its emergence in South Africa, according to data 
compiled by Bloomberg.

Govt tightens belt: Nationwide 
Covid mock drill on 27 December
surveillance, containment & management of Covid-19. 

Amid the fresh global surge in the Covid cases by a new 
coronavirus variant, B.F7, the Centre government on Fri-
day assured the general public by saying that the Covid 
positivity rate in the country is declining week-on-week. 

Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia 
on Friday highlighted the ongoing vaccination drive, 
launched by the Centre government, against Covid-19 
amid the fear of a covid surge in the Country. 

Meanwhile, addressing a press briefing on the govern-
ment’s efforts towards a ‘Healthy India’ on Friday, the 
Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia said 
that 220 crore doses of vaccine have been administered till 
this Monday. “The focus of our government is to transform 
health care into holistic health care. Following the PM’s 
vision of ‘One Nation One Health’, we collectively handled 
Covid. 220 crore doses of vaccine have been administered 
till this Monday,” he said.

Good news: ‘positivity rate 
declining in INDIA’
states and 4 UTs currently have zero reported active 
cases. 

The average daily cases on October 7 to 13 were 2,408-
-1.05 per cent, which later reduced to 153-- 0.14 per 
cent on December 16 to 22, the official statement read. 
The average daily cases during the week ending Decem-
ber 21, India has contributed only 0.03 per cent of Covid 
cases in the cases reported globally. India’s global contri-
bution of only 153 cases is highly lesser, as compared to 
1,54,521-- 26.8 per cent of Japan, Health Ministry’s data 
show. 

However, the ministry has advised States to step up 
their Covid related actions. The Health Ministry urged the 
States to undertake mock drills across all Health Facilities 
to ensure the operational readiness of Covid-dedicated fa-
cilities with a specific focus on Oxygen Plants, Ventilators, 
logistics & human resources.

In two days, testing to be com-
pulsory in seaports: Mandaviya

Health minister Mansukh Mandaviya said, “Covid mutates 
continuously and we have seen a number of variants 
like beta, delta, omicron, omicron BA.1, BA.2, etc. My 
experience has been that the wave starts from China, 
Japan and hits South Asia in 20-35 days. As the no. of 
cases are increasing in those countries, it is crucial for us 
to be vigilant.” 

“India has a large population. The way PM Modi 
handled the situation in the first and second wave is ap-
preciable. Third wave couldn’t harm the country much 
because of the vaccination drive. As a result, India has 
become one of the first countries to revive its economy 
after the lockdown. Today, the GDP growth of India is 
7%, which is a positive indication,” the minister added. 

On being asked about the BF.7 wave in China and the 
government’s roadmap to prevent the situation, he said, 
“We need to be cautious but there is no need to be afraid. 
We have to face the challenge and we did it during the 
previous wave. Follow social distancing, wear masks in 
public places, use sanitizer. The government is taking all 
the required measures on the borders. We have started 
2% random checking of the passengers. In the coming 
two days, we will make the testing of the people coming 
from seaports compulsory. 

The import and export of medicines will be under sur-
veillance. We are taking steps one by one to avoid any 
crisis in the country.”

He further talked about government’s current mea-
sures to tackle the BF.7 variant’s surge and said, “We 
have started working on controlling the effect of the new 
variant in our country. We are alerting the states and I 
have written a letter to the Centre and we will take all the 
necessary measures to tackle the situation.”

In 2020, the cases increased rapidly in the country be-
cause of the infected people coming from other countries. 
Later this month, there is an event in Gaya, in which 
more than 60,000 people will gather including envoys 
from Japan and Korea. On being asked about the govern-
ment’s view on such events, Mansukh Mandaviya said, 
“We will keep an eye on people coming from overseas. 
We will ensure their testing and tracing as well. Proper 
isolation measures will be taken. 

We don’t require any new information for this manage-
ment as our experience from past pandemic is helping 
us. We have ramped up the Genome sequencing to trace 
variants on the district level. 

We are keeping a constant eye on the mutation of the 
new variants.”

He further talked about the vaccination drive in the 
country and said, “The government wanted the people 
to take the precautionary dose, especially the senior citi-
zen. But people thought the situation is under control and 
didn’t take the precautionary dose seriously. However, 
the precautionary dose is still available to the public foe 
free and we have approved Bharat Biotech’s nasal vaccine, 
which will act as a precautionary dose.”

Nasal Covid vaccine for adults 
gets Centre’s nod 
age of 18 as a heterologous booster dosage. The vaccine 
will now be a part of the Covid-19 vaccination programs 
and will be accessible in private hospitals. In this 
regard, the CoWIN platform will also be changed.

In heterologous boosting, a different vaccination from 
the one used for the initial dosage series was delivered.

In November, Bharat Biotech International Limited 
(BBIL) reported that iNCOVACC (BBV154) had been 
given the go-ahead for heterologous booster doses in 
India under Restricted Use in Emergency Situation for 
Ages 18 and Above by the Central Drugs Standard Con-
trol Organization (CDSCO).

Adenovirus-vectored vaccine called iNCOVACC has a 
pre-fusion stabilised SARS-CoV-2 spike protein and is 
recombinant replication-deficient.

Nasal drops can be used to administer the vaccination 
intranasally, thanks to a special formulation. The nasal 
delivery technique was created and developed with low- 
and middle-income nations in mind.

The recombinant adenoviral vectored construct used 
in the vaccine was created in collaboration with Wash-
ington University in St. Louis, whose effectiveness was 
tested in preclinical tests.

The COVID Suraksha Program of the Department of 
Biotechnology of the Government of India helped to par-
tially finance product development and clinical testing.

Cabinet approves revision of 
defence pension under OROP
revision. The revision will entail an estimated annual 
expenditure of Rs 8450 crore. The arrears will be with 
effect from 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2022. The move is 
expected to attract youth to join armed forces. 
The decision to implement OROP was taken by the 
Narendra Modi government on November 7, 2015 with 
benefits effective from 1 July 2014. 

OROP was a long-standing demands of the armed forces 
and implies that retired soldiers of the same rank, who 
have retired after serving for the same length of service, 
will receive the same pension, irrespective of the date and 
year of their retirement. 

16 Indian Army personnel killed  
as truck skids down 
accident in North Sikkim involving an Army truck. 
“Anguished to learn about the loss of lives of brave 
soldiers of the Indian Army in a road accident in Sikkim. 
My heartfelt condolences to the families of the deceased. 
I pray for the speedy recovery of the injured,” Tweeted 
President Murmu.  

“Pained by the loss of lives of our brave army person-
nel due to a road mishap in Sikkim. Condolences to 
the bereaved families. May the injured recover soon,” 
Tweeted PMO. 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah expressed grief over 
the death of the Bravehearts.

“Anguished to learn about the tragic road accident that 
took away the lives of our brave Army soldiers in Sik-
kim. I express my heartfelt condolences to the bereaved 
families. The injured have been provided with every 
possible assistance, may they recover at the earliest,” 
Tweeted Amit Shah.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh also tweeted, “Deeply 
pained by the loss of lives of the Indian Army person-
nel due to a road accident in North Sikkim. The nation is 
deeply grateful for their service and commitment. My con-

dolences to the bereaved families. Praying for the speedy 
recovery of those who are injured.”

Delhi Court allows police to 
obtain voice sample of Aaftab
SPP Amit Prasad submitted before the court that the 
voice sample is required to investigate the matter. On the  
other hand, Advocate MS Khan opposed the plea and 
submitted that he has not been supplied a copy of the ap-
plication.

According to sources, Delhi police have some videos 
and audio related to the case. Delhi police want to obtain 
a voice sample of Aaftab to examine that evidence. 

The court said that the accused has no right to deny 
giving a voice sample. Therefore, he is directed to give 
a voice sample to the police. The court directed that the 
accused would be taken to CFSL at CBI headquarters on 
Monday at 10 am. 

Metropolitan magistrate Aviral Shukla extended the 
judicial custody of Aftab for the next 14 days. The next 
date of hearing is January 6, 2023.

Yesterday, the Saket court dismissed the bail plea of Aaf-
tab Poonawala after he withdrew the same. 

Aftab is in judicial custody after the police interrogation.

14 days judicial custody  
of Aaftab 
and audio related to the case. Delhi police want to obtain 
a voice sample of Aaftab to examine that evidence.

The court said that the accused has no right to deny 
giving a voice sample. Therefore, he is directed to give a 
voice sample to the police. 

The court directed that the accused would be taken 
to CFSL at CBI headquarters on Monday. Metropolitan 
magistrate Aviral Shukla extended the judicial custody 
of Aftab for the next 14 days. The next date of hearing is 
6 January 2023. 

Yesterday, the Saket court dismissed the bail plea of Aaf-
tab Poonawala after he withdrew the same. Aaftab is in 
judicial custody after the police interrogation.

Japan likely to invite India to 
G-7 summit next year 
of the Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, sources 
said. The US and Japan are already members of the G-7 
group. Japan is the chair of the grouping, so it has the 
right to select the countries for their participation in the 
summit.  

According to sources, Japan is keen to use the occasion to 
have strategic dialogue with Quad partners US, Australia 
and India on China›s aggressive agenda on the sidelines 
of the G-7 summit.  

The Quad advocates a vision of a free and open Indo-
Pacific. The group is seen as a counter to China›s increas-
ing military and economic clout in the region. Meanwhile, 
sources also informed that the African Union can also be a 
guest. PM Modi had met his Japanese counterpart Fumio 
Kishida in September this year when the Indian premier 
had gone to Japan to attend the state funeral of former 
Japanese prime minister Shinzo Abe. 

PM Modi and Kishida reaffirmed their commitment 
to further strengthening India-Japan Special Strategic 
and Global Partnership. Japanese Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida is likely to speak to PM Modi telephonically, 
sources said.

 

Record-breaking bid in IPL: 
Sam Curran hits jackpot 
Sam Curran has fetched the highest-ever bid at an IPL 
auction. 

Talking about Curran’s performance, he was the sec-
ond-highest wicket-taker in T20 World Cup this year 
with a total of 13 scalps, with best bowling figures of 5/10. 
The 24-year-old is also a solid batter, with 1,731 T20I runs 
in 109 innings at an average of 20.85 and nine fifties. 

Continued from page 1
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UNIQUE SHOW

White globe organization a 
non-government organiza-
tion (NGO) in collaboration 
with the academy of art cul-
ture and languages organ-
ised a unique cultural show 
at Tagore hall Srinagar.

Despite the extreme cold, 
the show enthraled jam-
packed audiences, especial-
ly energetic and art-loving 
youths in Kashmir. The 
purpose of the festival was to 
promote the Kashmiri lan-
guage, and overall cultural, 
and traditional activities of 
the valley and that’s why all 
the performances given by 
energetic artists were in the 
local language. The young 
and energetic artists enjoyed 
themselves a lot and gave 
tremendous performances.

Kashmiri languages in-
cluding literature, tradi-
tional music and poetry 
have their own importance 
which results in culture, and 
people getting good respect 
across the country. So to re-
vive the cultural and tradi-

tional activities authorities 
organize these wonderful 
cultural shows that attract 
a jam-packed audience es-
pecially energetic and art-
loving youths both boys and 
girls during winter in the 
valley.

Kashmiri youths are very 
talented in every subject 
including art and culture so 
with the help of such types 

of activities they will get a 
proper platform to show 
their calibre and they can 
maintain their performance 
level even in winter. These 
types of cultural shows are 
in high demand among the 
people of Kashmir and the 
people want these shows to 
be continued in winter to 
entertain art-loving people, 
especially youths of the val-

ley. The youth of Kashmir 
want to see more of these 
programs because they 
think Kashmir has a vibrant 
cultural, and rich history, 
so the revival of art in the 
valley and awaking young 
generation about overall 
cultural and traditional ac-
tivities through such types 
of events is the requirement 
of the current time.

Despite extreme cold, cultural 
fest enthral audience in Srinagar

SEARCHES CONDUCTED

NATIONAL FARMERS DAY

INVOLVED IN CHAIN

The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) on Friday said 
it registered a case against a 
Kolkata-based private com-
pany and others including its 
promoters or directors, un-
known public servants and 
others, in connection with an 
over Rs four thousand crore 
bank fraud.

The agency said searches 
were conducted at 16 locations 
including Nagpur, Mumbai, 
Ranchi, Kolkata, Durgapur, 
Ghaziabad and Vishakhapat-
nam, among others. The probe 
agency said the case was filed 
based on a complaint from the 

Union Bank of India of a bank 
fraud of about Rs 4,037.87 
crore to the consortium of 20 
banks. The Union Bank of 
India, the lead lender of the 
consortium, declared the ac-
count as non-performing as-
sets (NPA) on 30 September, 
2013, and subsequently, the 
other member consortium 
banks also classified the said 
account as NPA, according 
to the CBI statement. The ac-
counts of the said borrower 
company were declared as 
fraud on 25 October, 2019.

Between 2009 and 2013, it 
was alleged that the said bor-
rower had submitted manip-
ulated project cost statements 

and also diverted the bank 
funds. It was also alleged that 
the trade receivables mainly 
including transactions to re-
lated parties and funds were 
diverted to a web of vari-
ous companies which were 
dummy accounts, the probe 
agency said, adding accord-
ingly, the borrower was able 
to siphon off the funds. CBI 
said searches were conducted 
at 16 locations, including Nag-
pur, Mumbai, Ranchi, Kol-
kata, Durgapur, Ghaziabad, 
Vishakhapatnam, etc, which 
led to the recovery of incrimi-
nating documents and articles, 
and added that further investi-
gation was underway. 

On the occasion of National 
Farmers Day, Uttarakhand 
Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami announced 
on Friday that 50,000 poly 
houses would be built in the 
state. According to Chief 
Minister’s Office (CMO), all 
these poly houses will be 
built with the help of the Na-
tional Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
(NABARD). All these poly 
houses will be constructed 
in the state within two years. 

In order to increase the in-
come of the farmers in the 
state, Mandua will be given 
to the consumers through 
public distribution system 
in four plain districts of the 
state- Dehradun, Haridwar, 
Udhamsinghnagar and 
Nainital.

For this purpose, 10,000 
metric tonnes of Mandua 
will be purchased at the 
minimum support price. 
This will increase the income 
of the farmers. Coarse grains 
will also get a boost, said the 
CMO statement.

Chief Minister Dhami said 
that the government is mak-
ing every possible effort to 
double the income of the 
farmers in the state.

In 2001, the Government of 
India declared 23 December, 
the birth anniversary of for-
mer Prime Minister Chaud-
hary Charan Singh to be cel-
ebrated as National Farmers 
Day. The decision was taken 
to recognise Chaudhary 
Charan Singh’s contribution 
to the upliftment of farmers 
and the development of the 
agriculture sector. 

CBI books Kolkata-based firm in 
over Rs 4,000 crore bank fraud

Uttarakhand to build 50,000 
poly houses in next two years

TDG NETWORK
KOLKATA   

TDG NETWORK
DEHRADUN   

IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

The Administrative Council 
(AC) under the chairman-
ship of the Lieutenant Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha, approved 
the proposal for the upgra-
dation of 8 kms of the road 
from District Headquarters 
Rajouri to Baba Ghulam 
Shah Badshah University 
(BGSBU).

The road is a vital link to 
the University and provides 
connectivity to a population 
of about 20,000 people re-
siding in different pockets/ 
villages. Dhanore Jarallan, 
Dhanore Dhiandian, Chow-
dhary Nar and Rathal, sub-
urbs of Rajouri Town, as per 
an official statement. Ac-
cordingly, AC approved the 
Construction of a road from 
Rajouri to BGSBU of the 
Length of 8.00 Kms (7.00 
Kms Flexible + 1.00 Kms 
Rigid pavement) at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 31.52 Crore 
for a widening the existing 
6.00 Meters to 10.00-meter 
width having carriageway of 
7.00 Meter and corridor of 
14.00 Meter, stated an official 
statement.Rajeev Rai Bhat-
nagar, Advisor to the Lieu-
tenant Governor, Dr Arun 
Kumar Mehta, Chief Secre-
tary, J-K attended the meet-
ing.Earlier on 22 December, 
Union Minister of Road 
Transport and Highways 
Nitin Gadkari and Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha 
held a review of the ongoing 

National Highways projects 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

After a detailed discus-
sion, the meeting finalised 
the design for the upcoming 
Inter Modal Station, Katra, 
which will improve the trav-
elling experience of pilgrims 
visiting Mata Vaishno Devi 
shrine and provide better 
infrastructure and mobility 
to the citizens.

According to an official 
statement, the meeting also 
reviewed the ongoing Na-
tional Highways Authority of 
India (NHAI) and National 
Highways and Infrastruc-
ture Development Corpora-
tion Ltd (NHIDCL) projects 
in J-K; steps have been taken 
to resolve various issues re-
lated to projects.

Keeping in view the tourist 
influx at prominent tourist 
places such as Sonamarg in 
winter and also to ensure 
uninterrupted road connec-
tivity to locals, the meeting 
deliberated on the measures 
to keep Sonamarg open for 
the public during the sea-
son. Giving special impetus 

to surveillance and monitor-
ing of vehicular movement, 
NHAI and NHIDCL will also 
install CCTV cameras on its 
highways. NHIDCL’s works 
related to the Amarnath 
Yatra were also reviewed 
and directions were issued 
for the completion of ongo-
ing works to ensure a smooth 
and hassle-free pilgrimage.

The Lt Governor said the 
J-K administration was giv-
ing utmost priority to infra-
structure development in the 
Union Territory and various 
steps were being taken for 
the timely completion of on-
going projects.

“The priority of a self-
reliant Jammu Kashmir is 
modern infrastructure and 
connectivity. Our prime ob-
jective is to create facilities 
for people to ensure sus-
tained economic growth 
and social upliftment,” the Lt 
Governor said. Union Minis-
ter of State, General (Retd.) 
VK. Singh; Union Minister 
of State Jitendra Singh, and 
Central and UT officials were 
also present in the meeting.

DOUBLE CARRIAGEWAY ROAD APPROVED 
FROM RAJOURI TO BADSHAH UNIVERSITY
TDG NETWORK
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SUDDEN DEATH

ELIGIBLE BENEFICIARIES

A 10-year-old cycle polo player, 
Nidha Fathima from Alappu-
zha, died on Thursday while 
undergoing treatment in Nag-
pur. According to reports, she 
reached Nagpur on 20 Decem-
ber to compete in the National 
Cycle Polo Championship 
sub-junior category. Accord-
ing to her family members she 
complained of uneasiness and 
started vomiting on Wednes-
day evening after which she 
was taken to the hospital for 
a check-up.

Though she was under ob-
servation, her condition wors-
ened and she died on Thursday 
morning immediately after be-
ing administered an injection, 
her family members added.

Sources said two teams from 
Kerala representing separate 
cycle polo associations had 
gone to Nagpur to participate 
in the championship. Fathima 
and fellow players, part of one 
of the associations, were grant-
ed permission to compete in 
the championship based on a 
court order. It has been alleged 
that the Cycle Polo Federation 
and other event organisers 

did not provide accommo-
dation and food for Fathima 
and others. They reportedly 
stayed in temporary facilities 
after reaching Nagpur.

Fathima’s Father Shihabud-
din Abu Bakar has demanded 
a probe into his daughter Fa-
thima’s death and said “my 
daughter was completely 
healthy, but her sudden death 
is beyond my understanding, 
I want justice.” Kerala Pradesh 
Congress Committee (KPCC) 
president K Sudhakaran has 
demanded an investigation 
into the death of the cycle polo 
player.

K. Sudhakaran has alleged, 
“Our athletes came to partici-
pate in the competition with 
the court order because of 
which, the National Federa-
tion has shown severe neglect 
towards them. The federation 
that allowed them to compete 
denied them food and lodging 
facilities. It was learned that the 
Kerala Cycle Polo Association 
arranged the facilities on their 
own with the help of other 
Malayalis there.” “The state 
government and the sports 
department had the duty and 
responsibility to understand 

the distress faced by our chil-
dren and intervene urgently. 
A child has lost her life due 
to the National Federation’s 
stubbornness and the sports 
department’s negligence,” 
Sudhakaran said.

KPCC has demanded a 
proper investigation as soon 
as possible and said that ac-
tion should be taken against 
the concerned authorities who 
failed to provide facilities to the 
sportspersons.

P.T. Ekurake, Police inspec-
tor, Dhantoli police station 
Nagpur said, “Nidha’s fel-
low player Gopitha told that 
before death, Nidha vomited 
and started feeling unwell, her 
fellow players took her to the 
nearest hospital where she fell 
down and died after being ad-
ministered an injection by the 
doctors. Gopitha has accused 
the Cycle Polo Federation of In-
dia of not providing food and 
accommodation. Whereas the 
same Federation has rejected 
these allegations.”

“We have started an investi-
gation in this matter by regis-
tering a case of accidental death 
and a probe is underway,” said 
P .T. Ekurake.

A Congress leader was ar-
rested with MD drugs worth 
Rs 15 Lakh in Ayodhya 
Nagar police station area in 
the state capital Bhopal on 
Friday, an official said. The 
accused has been identified 
as Hameed Khan, a resident 
of Bilkhiriya Kalan, Bhopal. 
The police recovered the 
drugs from his car and con-
fiscated it. Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police 
(ADCP) Rajesh Singh Bad-
hauria said, “The Ayodhya 
Nagar police arrested the 
accused with about 15 gram 
MD drugs whose market 
value is estimated around 
Rs 15 lakh. The accused hid 
the drugs in his Thar vehicle 
and the police also seized 
his car.”

During investigation it 
was revealed that drugs 
were brought from Mum-
bai and then distributed 
here. We are working on to 
find out the other people in-
volved in this chain, ADCP 
Badhuria added.

Further investigation into 
the matter is underway.

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot 
on Friday said that the state 
government will provide LPG 
cylinders at Rs 500 to all eli-
gible beneficiaries.

“We will include youth in the 
budget next month, this will 
benefit children and students. 
From 1 April onwards, we will 
also avail LPG cylinders at Rs 
500 to all eligible beneficiaries 
so that low-income groups do 
not suffer due to inflation,” 
Gehlot told reporters. The 
Rajasthan CM said that the 
state government’s schemes 
are providing relief to people 
suffering due to the price rise. 

From 1 April, LPG cylinders 
will be given for Rs 500 to 
families belonging to BPL and 
under Ujjwala schemes of Raj-
asthan as well as to other poor 
families. He said that like other 
divisional headquarters, we 
want that all the development 
works should be done at a fast 
pace by conducting surveys in 
Bharatpur as well. 

TEN-YEAR-OLD CYCLE POLO PLAYER 
DIES DURING TREATMENT IN NAGPUR

CONGRESS LEADER 
HELD WITH DRUGS 
WORTH RS 15 LAKH 
IN BHOPAL

With polls slated next year 
CM Gehlot announces 
cylinders at Rs 500 
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CROSS-BORDER TRADE

The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) 
on Friday filed a 

charge sheet against three 
accused persons in the 
cross-border LoC trade and 
terror funding case.

The accused identified 
as Tanveer Ahmad Wani, 
Peer Arshad Iqbal and 
Bashir Ahmad Sofi, all resi-
dents of Jammu and Kash-
mir were charge-sheeted 
under sections 120B of the 
Indian Penal Code and sec-

tions 17, 20, 21, 39 and 40 of 
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act. The case was 
registered on 16 December 
in 2016 for profiteering 
and generation of funds 
through cross Line of Con-
tro (LoC) trade between 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK) and using of 
those funds for the promo-
tion of terrorist activities 
in the Union Territory, the 
agency in a statement.

After scrutinizing sev-
eral documents, the NIA 

said, it has come to notice 
that extra-ordinary profits 
were generated by excess 
import and under-invoic-
ing of imported almonds 
by the traders. “It has also 
been found that some of 
the cross-LoC traders of 
PoK are crossed-over ter-
rorists and were backed by 
the terrorist outfit, Hizb-
Ul-Muzahideen (HM). The 
trade was suspended in 
April 2019,” the counter-
terror agency said. The 
NIA said that the trade was 
based on a barter system 

and no money transaction 
was involved. Investiga-
tion revealed that accused 
persons Tanveer Ahmad 
Wani and Peer Arshad 
Iqbal were Cross-LoC trad-
ers and were handling sev-
eral Cross-LoC trade firms, 
registered in the names 
of themselves and their 
friends, relatives, employ-
ees etc. “Both of the accused 
raised terror funds by ex-
cess import than the export 
and by under-invoicing of 
imported Almonds from 
PoK based cross LoC trad-

ers.” “Investigation has es-
tablished that both of the 
accused were also in a trad-
ing relationship with PoK-
based cross-border Hizb-
Ul-Muzahideen terrorists,” 
the NIA said.

“After raising the terror 
funds, accused Tanveer 
Ahmad Wani had provided 
funds in cash to different 
terrorists of HM and Jaish-
e-Mohammad,” the agency 
said, adding “Peer Arshad 
Iqbal used to provide funds 
to accused Bashir Ahmad 
Sofi, an ex-militant of HM”.

NIA FILES CHARGESHEET AGAINST THREE 
ACCUSED IN TERROR FUNDING CASE
TDG NETWORK
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Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot 

LG Manoj Sinha in a meeting with officials on Friday. 

ADCP Rajesh Singh Badhauria 

Extreme cold in Srinagar.

TOP OF THE DAY

4 DEAD AFTER 
VEHICLE FALLS 
INTO DEEP DITCH 
IN KABIRDHAM
Kabirdham: Four people 
were killed while four 
others sustained injuries 
after the vehicle in which 
they were traveling in 
fell into a 40-feet deep 
ditch in Chhattisgarh’s 
Kabirdham district, an 
official said on Friday. 
The incident occurred 
at Agarpani valley near 
Polmi under Kukdur 
police station area in the 
district on the interven-
ing night of Thursday 
and Friday. There were a 
total of eight passengers, 
including the driver in the 
car during the time of the 
incident. 

ANTI NARCOTICS 
CELL SEIZE DRUGS 
WORTH RS 28 LAKH
Mumbai: The Mumbai 
Police’s Anti Narcotics 
Cell of Ghatkopar unit on 
Friday arrested a drug 
peddler and recovered 
high-quality cocaine 
drugs from his posses-
sion. The Anti-Narcotics 
Cell recovered drugs 
worth Rs 28 lakhs in the 
international market. 
According to the Mumbai 
Police, a case was regis-
tered against the accused 
peddler under NDPS Act. 
As per the Mumbai Police 
officials, the accused was 
produced in court and 
was sent to police custody 
till 28 December. 

ROAD CAVES 
IN HYDERABAD, 
NO INJURIES 
REPORTED
Hyderabad: A road caved 
in the Goshamahal area 
of Hyderabad on Friday 
afternoon leading to cha-
os in the area, however, 
no one was reportedly 
injured in the incident, 
said the police. The police 
and Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC) officials arrived at 
the spot and brought the 
situation under control. 
Preliminary investiga-
tions have revealed the 
possible reason behind 
the road caving in to be 
a waterline beneath the 
road. Police said that 
they reached the spot on 
receiving information that 
a road in Chaknawadi 
area in Goshamahal have 
suddenly caved in. “We 
immediately informed the 
matter to GHMC officials. 
Officials suspect that a 
waterline passing under 
the road might be the 
reason. No injuries were 
reported and police are 
on the spot. The exact 
reason is yet to be ascer-
tained,” said Goshamahal 
ACP Satish Kumar.

DELHI POLICE 
BUSTS GANG OF 
WEDDING THIEVES
New Delhi: The Delhi 
Police Crime Branch 
busted a MP-based gang 
of wedding thieves with 
the arrest of two men and 
the apprehension of a 
juvenile, said the officials 
on Friday. The thieves' 
gang "Band Baaja Baarat" 
was committing theft of 
bags containing Jewel-
lery/Cash from wedding 
venues, in the metro 
cities. According to DCP 
Crime Rajesh Deo at 
least seven cases of theft 
that occurred at wedding 
venues in Delhi, Farid-
abad and Ghaziabad have 
been solved after busting 
the gang.

TDG NETWORK
SRINAGAR 



Former Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi 
and other opposition 

leaders are peeved with BJP 
government for refusing to 
discuss India China border 
issue ‘Cheen Pe Charcha’ in 
the parliament. Soon after 
the Yangtse faceoff between 
Indian and Chinese forces, 
there has been a high deci-
bel demand from the oppo-
sition for economic decou-
pling with China.

Is Economic decoupling 
with china possible? What 
is India doing to protect it-
self – both from economic 
and geo political dominance 
of China?

To answer these questions 
we must know what China 
is and its priorities.

China’s Quest for 
Global DominanCe
Economic dominance and 
Military power have histori-
cally been the key drivers of 

Chinese leadership. It’s no 
exaggeration to say that both 
have been pursued with vi-
sionary zeal by the country. 
A case in point – In 2021 af-
ter the onslaught of Covid19, 
IMF predicted that there 
would be a global growth 
contraction by 4.4% and all 
economies will shrink. But 
China’s exports rose that 
year and it had a trade sur-
plus of USD 535 Billion.

Notwithstanding the scuf-
fles from 1969 with China, 
Russia continues to import 
from china even today. Its 
common knowledge that 
USA and China never had 
love lost between them yet, 
China enjoys a trade sur-
plus with USA. In 2021 it 
increased by 7.1 % to USD 
317 Billion. Not to forget 
that in 2018 both countries 
imposed 25% tariffs of each 
other’s import products 
only to reach a trade deal 
amicably in 2019.

Every country is depen-
dent on China for trade.  
China signed a pact with 
EU and signed a Regional 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership with ASEAN 
countries. RCEP, the world’s 
largest trade agreement will 
cover 2.2 billion people and 
its member states whose 
combined GDP of USD 26.2 
trillion accounts for around 

30% of total global GDP. 
China’s quest for economic 

dominance can also be seen 
from its monopoly on Rare 
Earth Elements.

China’s rare earth 
monopoly
It is believed that just as 
there is oil in the Middle 
East, there are rare earths in 
China.

Rare Earth Elements are a 
set of 17 chemical elements 
and their strategic impor-
tance cannot be underes-
timated. Rare-earths have 
enormous impact on our 
daily lives. It’s almost im-
possible to imagine a piece 
of modern technology with-
out them. All modern media 
and communication devic-
es-cell phones, televisions, 
and computers have them. 
Solar panels, automobiles 
especially electric vehicles, 
speakers of a sound system, 
electrical sensors, mirrors, 
lenses need them. Even 
diesel is refined using rare-
earth cracking catalysts. 
Hybrid automobiles are 
powered by rechargeable 
battery that has permanent 
magnets containing these 
elements.

Rare earths are a critical 
component of many high 
technology goods and they 
have many applications in 
Defence and weaponry like 
cruise missiles, precision 
guided ammunitions, reac-
tive armours, radar systems 
etc. These elements are used 
in the production of vari-
ous green technologies right 
from wind turbines to solar 
panels. 

China has a monopoly 
on Rare Earths and world 
countries have no option but 

to import from China. The 
opposition should know 
that India is no exception.

inDia’s efforts in 
eConomiC  
self-suffiCienCy 
India missed 3rd Industrial 
Revolution due to policies 
of UPA government. We be-
came dependent on imports. 
Instead of manufacturing 
electronic components like 
Taiwan, Indonesia, Japan, 
Singapore, India became a 
market place for the same. 
India’s trade deficit, which 
was $1 billion with China in 
2003-04, shot up to a whop-
ping $36 billion in 2013-14. 

Unfortunately we were 
also misguided by some 
economists that manufac-
turing was not for India. For 
example Information Tech-
nology companies back then 
never believed in innovation 
leading to productization. 

The Modi government is 
changing this thought pro-
cess. As a first step India 
stopped non-essential im-
ports from China. The In-
dian Railways cancelled an 
INR 471 Crore deal with a 
Chinese firm - state-owned 
telecom firm BSNL was in-
structed not to use gear from 
Chinese firm Huawei for a 
network upgrade. 

The government has man-
dated all products to have 
the Country of Origin tag 
for products on the Govern-
ment e-Marketplace (GeM) 
in an effort to identify Chi-
nese-origin goods.

To provide a major boost to 
manufacturing, the Produc-
tion-Linked Incentive (PLI) 
Scheme has been launched 
with an outlay of Rs 1.97 
lakh crore. It is making In-

dian manufacturers glob-
ally competitive, attracting 
investments and cutting-
edge technologies, creating 
economies of scale, enhanc-
ing exports to make India 
an integral part of the global 
supply chain. 25 sectors are 
chosen and supported with 
investment, innovation, 
best in class manufacturing 
infrastructure, ease of busi-
ness and skill development.

Industrial Information 
System (IIS) has been cre-
ated for detailed informa-
tion on 3500 industrial 
clusters, covering 4.8 lakh 
hectares from all States / 
UTs of the country. Today 
Indian manufacturers are 
able to leverage data from 
- connected machines, 
equipment, IoT sensors to 
transform their existing 
manufacturing processes. 
India is also deploying dis-
ruptive technologies like 
the AI (Artificial Intelli-
gence) with ease resulting 
in high quality products - 
for India and for the world.

India used to import al-
most 100% of its mobile 
phones with only two 
plants making mobile 
phones in this country. To-
day we have over 200 com-
panies in the mobile phone 
ecosystem and we are now 
not only producing for In-
dia but we are a large ex-
porter of mobile phones.

The imports of toys from 
China dropped 80 per cent 
to $59 million. India’s over-
all toy imports have de-
clined by more than 70 per 
cent in the past three years, 
from US$371 million in the 
2017-18 financial year to 
US$110 million 2021-22. 

India’s exports too have 

jumped by 61.3 per cent 
from US$202 million to 
US$326 million.

aCt east poliCy 
India kept the ASEAN-In-
dia Trade in Goods Agree-
ment (AITIGA) of 2010 
continually at the forefront 
of engagement. In accor-
dance with the Agreement, 
ASEAN Member States and 
India have agreed to open 
their respective markets by 
progressively reducing and 
eliminating duties on 76.4 
per cent of goods and liber-
alising tariffs on over 90 per 
cent of goods. In the last 10 
years, Merchandise trade 
between ASEAN and India 
has increased significantly - 
exports increased by 23 per 
cent and imports by 55 per 
cent.

India also signed the 
ASEAN Comprehensive 
Economic Cooperation 
Agreement (CECA) -Trade 
in Goods, Services, and 
Investment Agreement 
with Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Sin-
gapore, Thailand and Viet-
nam.

As a result bilateral trade 
with these nations has in-
creased.

Modi’s ‘MAKE IN INDIA-
FOR THE WORLD’ is a Vi-
sion backed by strategy. The 
opposition should repose 
faith and align with this 
vision. It will surely help 
in fire walling China’s eco-
nomic onslaught.

Karuna Gopal Vartakavi  is 
the President, Foundation for 
Futuristic Cities and BJP Na-
tional Incharge, Women Poli-
cies & Research

India and China: The 
economic decoupling 
Is Economic decoupling with china possible? What is India doing to protect 
itself – both from economic and geo political dominance of China?

SUCCESSFUL SCHEME 

SHiFting gEarS 

Charles Sobhraj has been one of the most infamous 
and notorious criminals who has left a trail of crime 
in multiple South Asian countries. He was set free 
on Friday from a Nepalese prison following a court’s 
orders based on his “good behaviour and advanc-
ing years’’. The 78-year old French National of In-
dian and Vietnamese origin served 19 years in the 
Nepalese jail on charges of killing two backpackers 
sometime in the 1970s and was arrested for the twin 
murder in early 2000 from a Kathmandu Casino. 
Sobhraj has also had a number of encounters with 
the Indian police and served time at Delhi’s Tihar 
jail from where he made a dramatic escape in 1986. 
The mention of this jailbreak is made prominently 
in Amod Kanth’s forthcoming book since he was in-
charge of the investigations that probed this sensa-
tional crime. I can recall that as a young reporter in 
the Times of India, I had covered the jail break which 
could have matched the best Bollywood and Holly-
wood scripts. Sobhraj had served Ladoos laced with 
drugs to the guards after telling them that it was his 
birthday and once they got fully intoxicated, he and 
some of his associ-
ates walked out. 
David Hall, a friend 
of Sobhraj who was 
also an excellent 
photographer had 
also escaped along 
with him. However, 
when the police 
finally caught up 
with them, Hall had 
some extraordinary 
film coverage of the 
escape. He also had 
in his possession a 

small clip of Sobhraj embracing a woman in a Ward-
ers room and kept his camera focused on the Ward-
er’s uniform for some time to drive home the point. 
The photos also indicated the proximity Sobhraj 
had with at least two journalists including a woman 
and they were also questioned during the course of 
investigation. Sobhraj has always had a very sharp 
mind and great presence of mind. The only time I 
saw him was in 1980 when while working for Na-
tional Herald where I was for five and half months, I 
was assigned by D.K.Issar my Chief Reporter, an as-
signment to meet Sunil Batra in the Tihar jail. Batra 
was amongst the accused in the Bank van robbery 
case of the early 1970s and was the only one who 
had been sentenced to death. His sister, Rupa and 
her then fiancée, Benjamin Israel had approached 
the media to hear him out and thus I was put on this 
assignment. I accompanied Rupa in her car to Tihar 
and after going through the motions of getting the 
required permission gained entry into the jail prem-
ises. While I was speaking to Sunil Batra, a man sud-
denly appeared and calling me by my name, asked 
me whether I wanted to see the warders beating a 
prisoner. Batra told me to ignore him. I was foxed 
as to how did this man know my name. Batra said 
that his sister comes very often so he recognizes her 
and also informed that he was Charles Sobhraj and 
he must have seen my name in the jail register kept 
at the gate and thus addressed me by name. I was 
completely unnerved but that is how Sobhraj has 
always been perhaps, a criminal who was a deceit-
ful charmer. Incidentally the court later commuted 
Batra’s sentence to Life Imprisonment like his other 
accomplices. In India many foreign nationals have 
committed crime. There was this guy named Danial 
Walcott and another one, Donze. Both were gold 
smugglers and once when Walcott was arrested in 
Hyderabad, he escaped and took a private plane to 
flee from the city. However, while leaving, he flew 
over the jail and threw pamphlets for other prison-
ers to read. Charles Sobhraj is a free man and may be 
sent to France. However, this is certainly not the last 
one has heard of him. He can perhaps never leave the 
path of crime, the only thing he knows. 

Pankaj Vohra

perspeCtive
criminally speaking 

‘SErpEnt’ SobHraj, 
dECidEdLy aMongSt 
tHE MoSt notorioUS

Launched in the 2006-07 
academic year, the Prime 
Minister’s Scholarship 
Scheme annually extends 
higher education opportu-
nities to a select number of 
wards and widows of for-
mer and deceased service 
personnel. Funded out of 
the National Defence Fund, 
it endeavours to provide 
technical and professional 
graduate and postgraduate 
education to the beneficia-
ries. In line with the vision 
of self-reliance, continua-
tion and proper monitoring 
of the scheme is a requisite 
for fostering vocational 
education and inculcating 
professional skill sets in the 
deserving dependents for 
the enhancement of career 
opportunities and employ-
ability.

While beneficiaries under 
the scheme are roped in by 

three different ministries - 
the Defence, Home Affairs 
(for CAPF, Assam Rifles 
and State Police Force offi-
cers martyred in naxalite or 
terrorist attacks) and Rail-
ways, the number of schol-
arships awarded to male 
recipients are uniformly 
set equal to the number of 
grants made to females. 
Female beneficiaries, how-
ever, enjoy a slightly greater 
monthly grant of INR 3000 
as opposed to the INR 2500 
their male counterparts are 
entitled to. Despite this be-
ing totalled monthly, the 
disbursement is an annual 
one, contingent to the fulfil-
ment of the evaluative crite-
ria for continuation.

In a recent Parliamentary 
Response by the Minister 
of State for Defence, sev-
eral significant datasets, 
some of them specific to 
the implementation of the 
scheme in Andhra Pradesh, 
and the evaluative frame-
work for continuation have 
been elicited. Beneficiaries 
are expected to pass their 
semester exams with a 
minimum aggregate of 50% 
marks in a single attempt to 
ensure the continuation of 
receipt of grants under this 
scholarship.

D a t a s e t s  c o n c e r n -
ing PMSS beneficiaries 

and the funds appropri-
ated for implementation 
are  tabulated ZilaSainik 
Board wise. For the state 
of Andhra Pradesh, for in-
stance, thirteen ZilaSainik 
Boards comprise all of its 
twenty-six districts, with 
some such as the Chittoor 
and Visakhapatnam Zila-
Sainik Boards constituted 
of two or more individual 
districts.

It is intelligible, from the 
first annexure to the Min-
ister’s response, that dur-
ing the past four academic 
years, the number of grants 
made to beneficiaries aim-
ing to pursue graduate 
studies significantly out-
numbers the number of 
grants made to postgradu-
ate aspirants. This has a 
twofold implication - firstly, 
that more people, without 
a higher sector-oriented 
qualification, are being 
drawn to such education 
and secondly, that most 
professional and technical 
degree courses roped in un-
der the scheme are gradu-
ate qualifications, save for 
the MCA, MBA and Phar-
mD (Doctor of Pharmacy). 
For consideration of admis-
sion to the first two of these 
degrees, a recognised grad-
uate qualification forms a 
prerequisite, however.

It is worth noting that the 
PMSS does not imburse a 
purely academic degree or 
the academic component 
of an integrated qualifica-
tion, like a BA in a BA-LLB 
degree. As such, the scheme 
specifically guarantees in-
dustry oriented education 
to the beneficiaries. The de-
grees they pursue through-
out the period of receipt 
of PMSS grants are meant 
to be directly relevant to 
their opted career paths. 
In effect, it is intended for 
the qualifications to serve 
as pathways designed to 
equip the beneficiaries with 
professional skill sets that 
would be catalytic to their 
proactive engagement and 
participation in the sector-
specific workforce.

Of the six classifications 
ordered based on priority 
for the grant of PMSS, the 
highest number of benefi-
ciaries identify themselves 
as being ‘wards or wid-
ows of former service and 
coast guard personnel’. In 
the most recent academic 
year, for instance, the data-
sets indicate that a total of 
5286 of the 5500 scholar-
ship recipients identified 
themselves as belonging to 
the said classification. The 
fifth category, i.e., ‘wards or 
widows of former service 

and coast guard person-
nel in receipt of gallantry 
awards’ usually has the 
least number of beneficia-
ries roped in. This propor-
tion of category-wise rep-
resentation has remained 
fairly uniform for the past 
four academic years. Prior 
to 2019-20 AY, however, a 
total of 5000 grants were 
provided.

Effective implementa-
tion of the PMSS over the 
past few years has ensured 
greater inclusivity and en-
hanced outreach. Increas-
ing number of eligible ben-
eficiaries are being drawn 
into the technical and pro-
fessional higher education 
sectors, and their degrees 
have been equipping them 
with promising skill sets 
and industry oriented ex-
posure, making a smoother 
and better informed transi-
tion to the workforce do-
able. Significantly higher 
disbursements are being 
made under the scheme. 
For the last academic year 
a lone,  d isbursements 
worth INR 53.24 crores 
were sanctioned, for in-
stance. This was an all 
time high, with the over-
all amount surpassing the 
2018-19 AY sanction of 
INR 40 crores. This an-
nual disbursement, how-

ever, is subject to reviewal 
based on the total number 
of beneficiaries (both fresh 
and renewal cases) roped in 
per year and therefore that 
forms a significant causal 
factor in the variation.

In addition to the promis-
ing exposure and vocation-
al skill sets furnished, there 
is a need for the Govern-
ment to provide employ-
ment support to the benefi-
ciaries. With primacy, such 
support should be made 
available to the economical-
ly most vulnerable scholars 
to ensure they are able to 
access adequate opportuni-
ties in competitive technical 
sectors, post-graduation.     

Note that the datasets re-
ferred to have been taken 
from the ministerial re-
sponse provided to Lok 
Sabha Unstarred Question 
No. 1703 concerning PMSS, 
on the 16th of December, 
2022. The dataset dealing 
with the financial allotment 
has been sourced from the 
PMSS Portal, administered 
by the Department of Ex-
Servicemen Welfare, Min-
istry of Defence.
Souhardya De is a legislative 
assistant to Member of Parlia-
ment (Lok-Sabha) and former 
Prime Minister’s YUVA Fellow 
under the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Government of India.

PMSS effectively supports industry-oriented education

I can recall that as a young 
reporter in the Times of 
India, I had covered the 
jail break which could 
have matched the best 
Bollywood and Hollywood 
scripts. Sobhraj had served 
Ladoos laced with drugs 
to the guards after telling 
them that it was his birthday 
and once they got fully 
intoxicated, he and some of 
his associates walked out.

opinion
Karuna GopaL VarTaKaVI

Charles Sobhraj
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IN COURT

PROMOTING DIVERSITY IN THE SUPREME COURT OF 
INDIA: A COLLECTIVE DUTY OF THE COLLEGIUM
The Supreme Court 

of India is perhaps 
the most powerful 

court in the world. Since its 
establishment, the Court 
has made a remarkable 
contribution to protect the 
rule of law, constitutional-
ism, judicial independence, 
and democratic values in 
the country. By exercising 
its judicial review power, 
the Court has also im-
posed some restrictions 
on the law-making and 
Constitution-amending 
power of Parliament which 
has ultimately promoted a 
controlled constitutional 
governance in the country. 
The ‘Basic Structure Doc-
trine’ devised by the Court 
in the famous Kesavananda 
Bharathi case has also been 
imported to some foreign 
jurisdictions. In addition, 
the ‘Public Interest Litiga-
tion’ jurisprudence, devel-
oped by the Court since 
1970s, has been admired by 
the global juristic commu-
nity. Thus, the Court has a 
great record of protecting 
personal liberty, human 
dignity, and fundamental 
constitutional principles. 
For a common Indian, the 
Court is a great ray of hope 
to get justice.  

   During the last few years, 
the composition of Court 
has been the point of dis-
cussion among the common 
people who want to see a 
more inclusive and diversi-
fied judiciary in the country. 
It is generally believed that 
the Apex Court is dominat-
ed by a few upper Hindu 
castes and it should be made 
more representative to re-
flect the diversity of the na-
tion. Since 1993, the power 

to appoint the judges of the 
Supreme Court and High 
Courts is exercised by the 
Supreme Court collegium 
headed by the Chief Justice 
of India (CJI). However, the 
Constitution does not recog-
nize the collegium system of 
appointing judges. Under 
the existing collegium sys-
tem, the Union Government 
is bound to appoint the 
judges on the recommenda-
tion of the collegium. Only a 
limited scope is available to 
the government to influence 
the appointment process of 
judges. The Modi govern-
ment seems to be unhappy 
with the collegium system 
ever since it came into pow-
er. In 2014, the government 
had brought the NJAC but 
the Supreme Court declared 
the same unconstitutional 
in 2015 and retained the 
power to appoint judges in 
its hands. The government 

had no option but to accept 
the verdict. However, the 
government delayed the 
appointments of several 
judges for a long time. As 
of now, hundreds of col-
legium recommendations 
are pending with the gov-
ernment and the Supreme 
Court has taken a notice 
of this delay on its judicial 
side. Neither the govern-
ment nor the Court has ad-
dressed the issue of diversi-
ty effectively. In the existing 
framework, the collegium is 
duty-bound to bring diver-
sity in the judiciary. Also, 
the government has a duty 
to remind the collegium 
 about this goal. 

   The Supreme Court has 
a sanctioned strength of 34 
judges including the Chief 
Justice of India. As of now, 
seven vacancies of judges 
are lying vacant.  Today, the 
Supreme Court has only 

one Muslim judge, three 
women judges, one Parsi 
judge, one Christian judge, 
two Dalit judges, but no 
Sikh, no Buddhist, no Jain, 
no Adivasi, and no OBC 
judges particularly from the 
northern part of the country, 
which is called the OBC belt. 
There are many judges in the 
Court who belong to some 
Upper Hindu castes which 
have always dominated the 
judiciary in our country. 
These communities are al-
ways overrepresented in the 
higher judiciary. Many con-
stitutional pundits, and legal 
analysts rightly believe that 
the Court needs more judg-
es from the unrepresented 
communities and regions 
to sustain the public trust 
in the institution of the judi-
ciary. After all, the judiciary 
is the last ray of hope for the 
common people who knock 
on its doors for getting jus-

tice and such an institution 
should be a role model. 

   Notably, ever since its es-
tablishment, the Supreme 
Court has had several bril-
liant Muslim judges who 
made a great contribution 
to the judicial system in our 
country. Out of them, four 
judges namely Justices M 
Hidayatullah, M H Beg, A M 
Ahmadi, and Altamas Kabir 
graced the office of the Chief 
Justice of India. Other Mus-
lim judges of the Supreme 
Court were: Saiyed Fazl Ali, 
Ghulam Hasan, Syed Jafar 
Imam, Syed Murtaza Fazl 
Ali, Baharul Islam, V Kha-
lid, Fathima Beevi, Faizan-
uddin, S Sagir Ahmad, SS 
M Qadri, Aftab Alam, MY 
Eqbal, FM Ibrahim Kaliful-
la. Presently, Justice Abdul 
Nazeer is the only Muslim 
judge in the top court and 
he is also going to retire in 
January next year. There is a 

general belief in society that 
the Supreme Court should 
have more judges from 
the minority communities 
particularly the Muslims, 
the second largest commu-
nity in the country because 
Muslims constitute around 
15 per cent of the popula-
tion. Many legal luminaries 
and thinkers believe that 
Muslims should get ade-
quate representation in the 
higher judiciary so that the 
minorities could have faith 
in the highest judicial insti-
tution that decides the legal 
destiny of the nation. There 
should always be two or 
three Muslim judges in the 
Apex Court. We also need 
judges from other minor-
ity communities like Sikhs, 
Jains, and Buddhists.  

   As mentioned earlier, 
under the existing practice 
and procedure of judicial 
appointments, the Supreme 
Court collegium headed by 
the Chief Justice of India 
has the conclusive power to 
appoint the judges of the Su-
preme Court and the High 
Courts after the Second, 
Third, and Fourth Judges 
cases. The unanimous rec-
ommendations of the Su-
preme Court collegium are 
binding on the President of 
India who acts on the ad-
vice of the Prime Minister 
and Union Law Minister 
to issue the formal warrant 
of appointments. However, 
the Central Government 
has also a limited role in the 
process of judicial appoint-
ments. It checks the anteced-
ents of the recommended 
persons deeply through 
the Intelligence Bureau and 
other agencies and sends its 
report to the collegium for 
its consideration by men-
tioning the cogent reasons 

and objections along with 
the supporting material. 
But, if the Supreme Court 
collegium reiterates its rec-
ommendations, the Central 
Government and the Presi-
dent will have no option but 
to act on the same. So, it is 
the collegium that is the 
actual judge-maker in the 
country. This is why it be-
comes necessary on the part 
of the collegium to maintain 
a balance in making judicial 
appointments to give ad-
equate representation to all 
sections of society, in the Su-
preme Court. The collegium 
should address the issue of 
diversity effectively. 

   Let me highlight one 
more important issue that 
has been badly ignored by 
the Central Government as 
well as the judiciary.  Under 
Article 124 of the Consti-
tution, the appointments 
to the Supreme Court are 
made from three categories 

— judges, lawyers, and pro-
fessors. Mostly, the judges 
of the High Courts and law-
yers are appointed to the 
Supreme Court based on 
their seniority, professional 
competence, integrity, and 
merit. Even after 70 years 
of the Supreme Court’s 
establishment, no appoint-
ment of a distinguished 
jurist has been made in the 
Supreme Court despite the 
availability of constitutional 
provisions to this effect un-
der Article 124(3)(c). The 
President of India needs to 
identify a “distinguished 
jurist” in consultation with 
the Central Government 
which requires the approval 
of the Supreme Court colle-
gium that has the final say 
in judicial appointments. 
Admittedly, India has many 
brilliant law professors who 

have made a wonderful con-
tribution to the legal system 
and can contribute more 
if the collegium provides 
them opportunities on the 
Supreme Court Bench. Has 
not the time come when 
the collegium should con-
sider the appointment of 
an eminent law professor 
as a Supreme Court judge? 
This provision to appoint 
distinguished jurists as 
judges in the top court was 
incorporated in the Consti-
tution by our founding fa-
thers who were inspired by 
some foreign jurisdictions 
that had appointed eminent 
law professors as judges in 
their top courts. There is 
an urgent need to activate 
this dormant constitutional 
provision to include the pro-
fessors of law in the judicial 
adjudication process in the 
country? 

   Given the above discus-
sion, it is submitted that the 
Supreme Court collegium 
headed by CJI Dr. D Y Chan-
drachud may consider di-
versifying the Bench by ap-
pointing more judges from 
different sources, communi-
ties, and regions of the coun-
try to strengthen the public 
trust and credibility of the 
judiciary. A more inclusive 
and diversified Court is need 
of the hour. No caste or com-
munity should be allowed 
to dominate the higher ju-
diciary. As of now, the colle-
gium needs to appoint seven 
judges in the Supreme Court. 
This is a great opportunity 
to promote diversity on the 
bench of the top court of the 
country. It will have a far-
reaching impact on the func-
tioning and performance of 
the apex court which must 
reflect the collective make-
up of the country. 

The Supreme Court of India and 
the Central government are at 
loggerheads, once again, on the 
issue of process of appointment 
of the judges to the higher courts. 
The issue came to light when the 
Union Minister of Law Kiren 
Rijiju questioned the collegium 
system as being non-transparent. 
He further linked the pendency 
of cases to the current system of 
appointment, that is, the colle-
gium system. The stance of the 
Law Minister was further reaf-
firmed by the Vice President and 
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha 
Jagdeep Dhankar, who went on 
to criticize the striking down of 
the National Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission (NJAC) in its 
decision in 2015. Article 124 and 
217 of the Constitution of India 
deal with the appointment of the 
judges of the higher courts.

How are judges of the higher 
courts appointed by the current 
Collegium system?

The current Collegium com-
prises the fiver senior-most 
judges of the Supreme Court, 
that is, the Chief Justice of India 
along with the four senior-most 
judges of the Supreme Court. It 
is primarily tasked to decide on 
the elevation or appointment 

of judges to the Supreme Court 
and the transfers of judges  
of the High Courts. 

The Collegium, in order to 
enforce the elevation or ap-
pointment or transfer of judges, 
sends its recommendations 
of the names of the lawyers or 
the judges to the Central Gov-
ernment. The Central Govern-
ment, in turn, is also entitled 
to propose names of lawyers 
or judges to the Collegium for 
consideration. If the Collegium 
resends any of the names for ap-
pointment, the government is 
bound to act upon the proposed 
names. However, there exists no 
time limit to reply and hence, the 
appointment or transfer of the 
judges may take long time. For 
an instance, the appointment of 
Justice K.M. Joseph was stuck 
when the Collegium had recom-
mended his name for being ele-
vated to the Supreme Court from 
the High Court of Uttarakhand 
but the Central Government did 
not, for long, give its assent for  
his elevation.  

In case of appointment of judg-
es to the High Courts, the Chief 
Justices of the High Courts make 
a proposal of meritorious con-
tenders to be sent to the Supreme 
Court Collegium. The appoint-
ments finalized by the Supreme 
Court Collegium is then sent to 
the President for his approval. 

The three-judges case that es-
tablished the Collegium system

The Collegium does not find 
any mention in the Constitution 
of India. It was established over 
the course of three landmark 
cases, collectively known as the 
Three Judges case. 

In the case of Union of India v. 
S.P. Gupta and Ors in 1981, also 

known as the First Judges case, 
a seven-judge bench of the Su-
preme Court dealt with the in-
terpretation of Article 124(2) of 
the Indian Constitution. In the 
decision, the court held that the 
central government had all the 
powers to decide on whether to 
appoint or transfer a judge or 
not. The court observed that in 
the process of appointing a judge 
to the Supreme Court, the Chief 
Justice of India is to be consulted. 
However, that does not mean 
that the government has to be 
bound by the opinion of the 

Chief Justice. The ultimate power 
of appointing a judge remained 
with the central government. 
The court stressed upon the use 
of the word ‘may’ in Article 124 
and stated that it only made it 
optional for the government to 
decide on which of the judges it 
should consult. However, it did 
not make it optional on wheth-
er to consult the judges or not. 
Hence, the Central government, 
in accordance with the judge-
ment of the First Judges case, 
must consult the existing judges 
of the Supreme Court but the ul-

timate powers to decide should 
vest with the central government. 

The Supreme Court Advo-
cates on Record Association v. 
Union of India in 1993 sought to 
overturn the First Judges case. 
The primacy of the executive 
over the judiciary was already 
proven to be disastrous dur-
ing the emergency when two 
senior-most judges of the Su-
preme Court were superseded 
by a junior judge for the post of 
the Chief Justice of India. In this 
case, the apex court ruled that 
the CJI should propose and ap-

point judges to the higher courts 
of the Indian judiciary and that 
there should be a Collegium 
consisting of the CJI and the two 
senior-most judges for deciding 
on these proposals. The court 
stated that the CJI must consult 
the members of the Collegium in 
order to finalize the proposals. 
The Collegium, after finalizing 
on the proposals for appoint-
ment and transfers, would then 
send the names to the President 
for his consent. This case was 
decided by a nine-judge bench 
with a 7:2 majority. However, 
subsequent to setting up of the 
Collegium system, the judiciary 
did not seem to be working in 
consonance with each other as 
there were instances of CJI not 
accepting recommendations of 
the members of the Collegium. 
This meant that the Second 
Judges case rather upheld the 
supremacy of the CJI and not the 
judiciary in general.

In the Third Judges Case, that 
is, In Re Special Reference case, 
the advisory opinion of the Su-
preme Court was sought under 
Article 143. The government did 
not call into question the valid-
ity of the Collegium system in 
this case nor did it challenge the 
judgement of the Second Judges 
case. The only significant change 
that was brought up in the case 
was with regards to the number 
of members in the Collegium. 
The number of members in the 
Collegium was now increased 
to five, that is, the CJI along with 
four senior-most judges of the 
Supreme Court. 

National Judicial Appointments 
Commission (NJAC)

The NJAC, brought up by the 
99th Constitutional Amendment, 

allowed the President to appoint 
the judges of the Supreme Court 
on advice of the Central Govern-
ment. The case of Association of 
India v. Supreme Court Advocates 
on Records Association declared it 
unconstitutional with the reason-
ing that the independence of the 
judiciary was being sabotaged by 
allowing the executive to act upon 
the appointment of the judges of 
the higher judiciary. 

Contentions against the Colle-
gium System

The executive and the critics of 
the Collegium system argue that 
the appointment of judges by the 
judges favors partiality on part of 
the judiciary. The Law Commis-
sion, in 2009, stated that nepotism 
and personal preferences existed 
in the working of the Collegium 
system. The executive alleges it to 
be opaque. 

While it did not specifically deal 
with the Collegium system, the 
case of Central Public Informa-
tion Officer, Supreme Court of In-
dia v. Subhash Chandra Agrawal 
held that the offices of the CJI and 
the judges of the Supreme Court 
were public authorities and were 
answerable under the Right to In-
formation Act. 

Conclusion
While there remains a prevailing 

contention between the judiciary 
and the executive for the appoint-
ment or transfer of the judges to 
the higher courts, a solution has 
to be reached without jeopardiz-
ing the powers of any of the two. 
Neither the Collegium nor the 
executive shall have a say above 
each other and the boundaries 
set out in Article 50 of the Indian 
Constitution, which deals with the 
separation of the judiciary from 
the executive, need to be respected.

IN COURT

THE COLLEGIUM AND NJAC : EXPLAINED

ANIMESH GUPTA

LOKENDRA MALIK
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The Madhya Pradesh High 
Court in the case Akhilesh 
Kumar And Anr versus 
Shri Saradchandra Bhate 
And Anr observed and has 
held that a party to a suit can 
plead alternative pleas, but 
not to the extent of the par-
ties being mutually destruc-
tive to each other.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Vivek Agarwal observed 
and has stated that liberty 
can be availed by both the 
Plaintiff and the Defendant 
to a suit-

In the present case, the 
court stated that the expres-
sion ‘Alternative’ means 
the one or the other of two 
things. A party to litigation 
may include in his plea two 
or more set of facts and the 
claim relief in the alterna-
tive. On the other hand, in-
consistent means mutually 
repugnant, contradictory 
or irreconcilable establish-
ment of one necessarily im-
plies abrogation or abandon-

ment of other. Therefore, the 
plaintiff in the case may rely 
upon several different reliefs 
in the alternative. Thus, the 
defendant can also raise of 
several defences in the alter-
native. In instant a suit for 
a prosecution is not being 
maintainable on the basis of 
title or in the alternative on 
the basis of lease.

Background of the Case:

The petitioner in the plea 
has instituted a suit against 
the Respondents for decla-
ration of title regarding the 
suit property on the basis of 
a Will. Lately, the petition-
er vide an application for 
amendment of issue sought 
to add a plea of ouster as an 
alternative. The lower court 
rejected the said application, 
aggrieved with the same, the 

petitioner moved the court.
The court while examining 

the submissions of parties 
and documents on record 
observed that the lower 
court had erred in not allow-
ing the framing of an issue 
on the basis of an alternative 
plea of ouster. It has been 
held by the court that the 
court below had overlooked 
into the facts of the parties 

which can plead inconsistent 
or alternative pleas, but not 
to the extent of them being 
mutual destructive to each 
other.

Accordingly, the court al-
lowed the petition and the 
matter was remanded back 
to the trial court to frame 
additional issue on the 
plea of ouster and proceed  
with the trial.

MADHYA PRADESH HIGH COURT: 
PARTIES TO SUIT CAN TAKE 
ALTERNATIVE PLEA PROVIDED THEY 
ARE NOT MUTUALLY DESTRUCTIVE 

IN COURT

The Bombay High Court 
in the case Tushar Gupta 
v. State of Maharashtra ob-
served and has pulled up 
the state government for 

“whiling away time” and 
for taking of steps to set up 
sufficient family courts in 
the state. 

The division bench com-
prising of Acting Chief Jus-
tice SV Gangapurwala and 
Justice Santosh Chapal-
gaonkar stated that when 
steps are not to be taken, 
this being t while away 
time as the correspondenc-
es are engaged into.

The remark has been 
made by the court after 
the government pleader 
PP Kakade informed that 
there are several corre-
spondences between vari-
ous government depart-
ments and the High Courts 
for setting up more family 
courts in the state.

In the present case, the 
court was hearing a PIL re-
garding shortage of family 
courts in the state. Section 
3(1) of the Family Courts 
Act, 1994, wherein provid-
ing that there should be 
one family court in a city/
town with population ex-

ceeding 1 million.
Earlier, it has been sub-

mitted by the State that 
proposals by the high 
court to establish 30 family 
courts are under process. 
Thus, the court has asked 
the State for submitting re-
ports for each of these pro-
posals by January 12, 2022. 
The bench stated, this 
court wants to know what 
genuine steps are being 
taken by the government.

However, the State asked 
the High Court in an af-
fidavit for information 
about accommodation for 
the proposed family courts 
in Mumbai (17 courts) and 

Nagpur (5 courts).
Further, the court took 

an exception to this query. 
The court stated, you want 
the High Court to say this?, 
You should provide the 
infrastructure. The same 
should be the other way 
round.

Accordingly, the counsel, 
advocate Meenaz Kakalia, 
appearing for the petition-
er submitted that there are 
seven family court judges 
in Mumbai and at least six 
more judges are required 
according to the 2011 cen-
sus. Therefore, this could 
be higher now due to the 
increase in population. 

IN COURT

Bombay High Court: 
Puling Up Maharashtra 
Govt Over Insufficient 
Number Of Family Courts

The National Company Law 
Tribunal in the case Indian 
Bank (Erstwhile Allahabad 
Bank) v Nimitaya Hotel & 
Resorts Pvt. Ltd, the New 
Delhi bench comprising of 
Judicial Member, Shri Ba-
chu Venkat Balaram Das 
and the Technical Member, 
Shri L.N. Gupta observed 
while adjudicating an ap-
plication filed and has im-
posed a cost of Rs. 1 Lakh 
upon the Suspended Direc-
tor of Corporate Debtor i.e., 
the applicant for instituting 
multiple proceedings seek-
ing same reliefs and wasting 
of precious judicial time.

Background of the Case: 
The Financial Creditor, 

Indian Bank (Erstwhile Al-
lahabad Bank) had filled a 
plea under Section 7 of the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Act, 2016, wherein seeking 
initiation of Corporate In-
solvency Resolution Pro-

cess against the Corporate 
Debtor, Nimitaya Hotel & 
Resorts Pvt. Ltd. A CIRP 
has been initiated against 
the Corporate Debtor on 
December 24, 2021 by the 
Adjudicating Authority.

The Applicant/ Suspend-
ed Director, Mr. Sanjeev 
Mahajan who being a sus-
pended director of Corpo-
rate Debtor, had submitted 
that the Settlement Pro-
posal and was permitted to 
participate in the Commit-
tee of Creditors meetings, 
further, it has been alleged 
by the Suspended Director 
that the Plea has been filed 
of by the Financial Creditor 
over malicious intent.

An application filed by the 
Suspending Director before 
the Adjudicating Author-
ity under Section 65 of IBC, 
wherein seeking, Firstly, 
the Imposition of cost on 
the Financial Creditor for 
an amount of Rs. 1 Crore. 
Secondly, the Direction 

to the CoC to re-consider 
the settlement proposal of 
the Applicant and Thirdly, 
Direction given to the CoC 
and the Resolution Profes-
sional of Corporate Debtor 
to keep the CIRP and final-
ization of Resolution Plan in 
abeyance till the application 
is disposed off.
A Similar application was 

filed by the Suspended 
Director with verbatim 
prayers.

The application was dis-
missed by the Adjudicat-
ing Authority, the court 
observed that the Tribunal 
would not intervene in the 
decision making of the CoC.

NCLT Decision:
The bench observed that 

that the said application is 
preferred during the pen-
dency of I.A. No. 2611 of 
2022, wherein seeking ver-
batim reliefs.

It has been held by the 
bench that same reliefs can-
not be sought in two parallel 

Applications against that of 
the same party.

However,  the bench 
barred the application by 
the doctrine of Res Sub-Ju-
dice. Since, the applications 
have resulted in multiplicity 
of proceedings and in the 
wastage of precious judicial 
time, such practices are dis-
couraged by this court.

Accordingly, the court dis-
missed the application with 
a cost of Rs. 1,00,000/- (one 
lakh) only to be deposited 
by the Applicant within 15 
days herein in the Prime 
Minister’s Relief Fund, the 
receipt of which shall be 
filed with the NCLT Regis-
try.

Further, the bench im-
posed a cost of Rs. 1 Lakh 
upon the Applicant for insti-
tuting multiple proceedings 
wherin seeking same relief 
and the same amounts to 
wasting of precious judicial 
time. The bench dismissed 
the application.

IN COURT

NCLT Delhi: Imposed Cost Of Rs. 
1 Lakh On Suspended Director
TDG NETWORK 

The Delhi Bench of the 
Customs, Excise and Ser-
vice Tax Appellate Tribu-
nal (CESTAT) in the case 
Chhaya Mahalley Versus 
Commissioner, Customs, 
Central Excise & CGST 
observed and has held that 
the coal which is trans-
ported from the pitheads 
of the mines to the railway 
sidings would be classified 
under the head “transport 
of goods by road” service, 
and the said activity does 
not involve any taxable ser-
vice which is in relation to 

“mining of minerals.”
The two-member bench 

headed by President, Jus-
tice Dilip Gupta and the 
Accountant Member, P.V. 
Subba Rao in the case has 
observed that the Com-
missioner of Appeals was, 
therefore, not being jus-
tified in holding that the 
activity of mining services 

had been undertaken by 
the appellant with effect 
from 01.06.2007.

In the present case, the ap-
pellant/assessee provided 
services to Western Coal-
fields Limited in different 
areas, wherein it is claimed 
to be under “the goods 
transport agency service”. 
It has been claimed by the 
assessee that Western Coal-
fields Limited discharged 
the liability of service tax 
under the mechanism of 
reverse charge.

The court issued a show 
cause notice to the appel-
lant allegedly that the ser-
vices which are provided 
by the appellant to Western 
Coalfields Limited were tax-
able under various services 
which includes “the cargo 
handling services” and “the 
mining services.”

It has been upheld by the 
Commissioner and the Ad-
judicating Authority have 
upheld for the demand for 

service tax under “cargo 
handling services” for the 
period prior to 01.06.2007, 
and with penalties under 

“mining services” for the pe-
riod after 01.06.2017.

It has been contended by 
the appellant that the na-
ture of services provided by 
the appellant, as it is being 
clear from the order which 
is passed by the Joint Com-
missioner, thus it is being the 
loading of coal into tippers 
by pay loaders from the min-
ing area of Western Coalfield 
Limited, the coal transporta-
tion by tippers to the railway 
siding, and unloading of the 
coal.

However, the appellant 
relied on the decision of 
the Top Court in the case of 
Commissioner of Central 
Excise and Service Tax, Rai-
pur vs. Singh Transporters, 
wherein it stated that the 
activity of transportation of 
coal would be ‘transport of 
goods by road service’ and 

not ‘mining’ or ‘cargo han-
dling service.’

Further, the service which 
is being taxable of ‘mining’ 
under Section 65 (105) (zzzy) 
of the Finance Act means 
any service which is provid-
ed or is to be provided to any 
person by any other person, 
in relation to the mining of 
minerals, gas or oil.

The Commissioner ob-
served while placing reli-
ance on the definition of 

“mines” under the Mines Act, 
1952, and that all process-
ing, including handling and 
movement of coal from one 
point of mines to the dis-
patch point of mines, are the 
activities which are being 
carried out in relation to the 
mining of minerals.

Accordingly, the tribunal 
held while allowing the 
appeal that the activity un-
dertaken by the appellant 
would fall under the head-
ing “transportation of goods 
by road.”

IN COURT

CESTAT: COAL TRANSPORTATION FROM PITHEADS OF 
MINES TO RAILWAY SIDINGS NOT “MINING OF MINERAL”

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 



The US on Thursday (local 
time) sanctioned 10 Russian 
naval entities in the wake of 
Russian naval operations 
against Ukrainian ports.

“These accountability mea-
sures underscore a simple 
message, the Kremlin must 
end its brutal campaign 
against Ukraine,” said US 
Secretary of State Antony J 
Blinken. Blinken further re-
iterated that the US remains 
determined to use all ap-
propriate measures to deter 
Russia’s attacks on Ukraine 
-- whether those attacks be 
from the air, land, or sea.

“We are committed to im-
posing additional severe 
consequences on President 
Putin and his enablers for 
Russia’s unconscionable 
war against Ukraine. In the 
wake of Russian naval op-
erations against Ukrainian 

ports, including those that 
are providing much-needed 
food and grain to the world, 
the United States today is im-
posing sanctions on Russian 
naval entities,” said Blinken.

The Department of State 
designated 10 Russian naval 
entities pursuant to Execu-
tive Order 14024. This ac-
tion imposes severe costs on 
Russia’s defence establish-
ment in response to Putin’s 
unprovoked war of choice in 
Ukraine.

Specifically, the Depart-
ment of State sanctioned 
six entities for operating or 
having operated in both the 
defence and related materiel 
sector and the marine sector 
of the Russian Federation 
economy.

They are -- Rigel, a manu-
facturer of nickel-metal hy-
dride and silver-zinc batter-
ies and has been a supplier 
to the Russian navy for more 
than 15 years; Elektropribor, 

that develops and manufac-
tures high-precision naviga-
tion, Avrora, leading Russian 
enterprise in the fields of de-
velopment, production, and 
supply of automated control 
systems for surface ships 
and submarines for Russian 
military vessels; Soncern 
Morinformsystem Agat, 
leading company in the Rus-
sian shipbuilding industry; 
Central Research Institute of 
Structural Materials Prom-
etey, the largest materials re-
search centre in Russia; and 
Central Research Institute of 
Marine Engineering, major 
Russian enterprises engaged 
in development and supply of 
ship machinery installed on 
Russian merchant and naval 
vessels, read US Department 
of State press release.

Additionally, the Depart-
ment of State designated four 
entities for operating or hav-
ing operated in the marine 
sector of the Russian Federa-

tion economy. 
These are PP Shirshov In-

stitute of Oceanology of the 
Russian Academy Of Scienc-
es, oldest and largest Russian 
research center in the field 
of oceanology; Technopole 
Company, involved in sys-
tem integration, engineering, 
consultancy, development, 
manufacturing and delivery 
of equipment for the follow-
ing applications: ocean explo-
ration, oceanology, oceanog-
raphy, hydrography, seabed 
data imagery, navigation and 
positioning at sea and under 
water, dredging, inspection of 
underwater objects, hydrol-
ogy and water quality; Obuk-
hovskoye, one of the leading 
Russian developers and man-
ufacturers of marine equip-
ment and Marine Bridge and 
Navigation Systems Ltd, a 
developer and manufacturer 
of marine equipment and 
automation systems for the 
maritime industry.

Ever since Beijing lifted its zero-Covid policy, no data has been 
received by the World Health Organization from China on 
new Covid hospitalisations, which has prompted some health 
experts to question whether it might be hiding some informa-
tion.  However, the WHO has said gaps in data might be due 
to Chinese authorities simply struggling to tally cases.

Rising hospitalisations for Covid-19 in China has been re-
flected in the WHO weekly reports since Beijing’s decision to 
ease restrictions on movement that were meant to stamp out 
any transmission of the virus which gave rise to massive pub-
lic outrage and hobbled the world’s second largest economy.  
They peaked at 28,859 through to December 4, according to 
a WHO graph, the highest reported figure in China since the 
Covid-19 first emerged three years ago, but figures have been 
absent in the last two reports. WHO spokesperson Margaret 
Harris said to direct questions about data reporting to the 
country concerned. China’s diplomatic mission in Geneva 
did not respond to Reuters questions.

Earlier also China had been put under accusations of down-
playing its Covid outbreak and some experts say its shallow 
criteria for identifying deaths  will underestimate the actual 
toll. Some estimates predicted huge number of deaths ahead 
and China has been racing to strengthen its healthcare sys-
tem. Lawrence Gostin, a law professor at Georgetown Uni-
versity who follows the WHO closely, called the missing 
data “highly suspicious”. “What it tells me is that China is 
hiding data that are vital for understanding the full impact 
of its decision to end its zero-Covid strategy,” he said. Adam 
Kamradt-Scott, professor of Global Public Health at the Eu-
ropean University Institute, said countries frequently tried to 
hide the extent of disease outbreaks.
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US ImPOSES SANcTIONS ON 10 RUSSIAN NAVAL ENTITIES

Shanghai, China’s mega-
city with a 25 million-
strong population has 

been hit by a surge in coro-
navirus cases, reported NHK 
World.

Case numbers have been 
growing since last week in 
Shanghai, where staff short-
ages are causing delays in 
delivery services. Shanghai 
has the largest Japanese 
population among cities in 
China. The city’s Japanese 
consulate-general said the 
virus is spreading among 
employees at Japanese and 
other businesses, reported 
NHK World.

This comes months after 
Shanghai endured a brutal 
lockdown to stop the spread 
of Covid. Hospitals are 
struggling to cope with the 
number of infected patients, 
pharmacies are turning cus-
tomers away empty-handed, 
businesses are shutting be-
cause staff are off sick, most 
schools have closed and 
usage of public transport 

is plummeting, the report 
claimed.

But officials at the mission 
said there have been no re-
ports suggesting production 
lines or distribution have 
been severely affected by the 
surge. They say this is partly 
because there are no lon-
ger restrictions on people’s 
movements, reported NHK 
World.

A surge of coronavirus cas-
es has been sweeping across 
China since the government 
eased its strict lockdowns 
and measures to contain the 

spread of the virus, on De-
cember 7.

Meanwhile, Chinese media 
outlets reported that infec-
tions are spreading among 
civil servants in several 
provinces, including Henan 
and Shandong. They said 
local authorities have closed 
their offices to the public and 
are calling on citizens to use 
online services instead, re-
ported NHK World.

Officials of Chengdu in the 
inland province of Sichuan 
said at a news conference on 
Thursday they have set up 

300 fever clinics across the 
city. They said up to 42,000 
people are visiting the facili-
ties everyday.

People in China have also 
raised a fresh chorus for the 
resignation of Premier Xi 
Jinping over his failure to 
rein in the pandemic in the 
country.

The people have also de-
manded an end to the one-
party rule of the Communist 
Party of China (CCP), with 
many raising slogans such as 
‘Step down, Xi Jinping! Step 
down, Communist Party!’ 
and ‘We don’t want lifelong 
rulers. We don’t want em-
perors’, as per a Insideover 
news report.

China’s sudden Covid 
surge also point towards 
a lack of effectiveness of 
its vaccines. This acts as a 
cause of concern, especially 
for countries to which China 
supplies its vaccines, report-
ed Tibet Press. According to 
a recent report by Voices 
Against Autocracy, Chinese 
citizens have been left to 
fend for themselves after the 
Chinese Communist Party 

(CCP), amid widespread 
protests against the govern-
ment’s ‘Zero-Covid’ policy, 
suddenly lifted its stringent 
Covid regulations.

Covid has been rapidly 
spreading in China. Unoffi-
cial reports claim that about 
40 per cent of Beijing’s 
residents are currently in-
fected with Covid. The CCP, 
according to reports, has 
shifted its stance on Covid, 
claiming it to be a mere flu.

As cases rise in major Chi-
nese cities, even people with 
mild symptoms are rush-
ing to hospitals. Emergency 
call operators are receiving 
30,000 calls a day, six times 
the average number of calls 
received. According to Voic-
es Against Autocracy, there 
are queues outside fever clin-
ics in various cities. Drugs 
and medicines are in short 
supply and hospitals are 
under stress as doctors and 
nurses catch the virus. Doc-
tors who have tested posi-
tive or are asymptomatic are 
also being asked to come to 
work, risking further trans-
mission.

EASED RESTRIcTIONS

ShANghAI hIT by A SURgE IN 
cORONAVIRUS cASES
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING

A surge of covid cases have been sweeping across China since 
the government eased its strict lockdowns and measures.

The delivery shows a sign of the group’s expanding role in the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict

ByteDance, the Chinese par-
ent company of TikTok, said 
on Thursday that an internal 
investigation found that em-
ployees had inappropriately 
obtained the data of US Tik-
Tok users, including that of 
two US reporters, according 
to an email seen by Reuters.

The targeted reporters 
were Emily Baker-White, 
who wrote for BuzzFeed 
and is now at Forbes, and 
Cristina Criddle of the Finan-
cial Times, ByteDance said, 
though it declined to identify 
other affected TikTok users. 
ByteDance employees ac-
cessed the data as part of an 
unsuccessful effort to inves-
tigate leaks of company in-
formation and were aiming 
to identify potential connec-
tions between two journalists 
and company employees, re-
vealed the email from Byte-
Dance general counsel Erich 
Andersen.

All four employees involved 
in the scheme were fired, the 
company said, correcting an 
earlier statement that one of 
the four had resigned. Two of 

those employees were work-
ing in China and two were in 
the United States, reported 
The New York Times.

ByteDance said it had re-
structured its internal audit 
and risk team and had re-
moved any access to US data 
from that department.

Over the summer, a few em-
ployees on a ByteDance team 
responsible for monitoring 
employee conduct tried to 
find the sources of suspected 
leaks of internal conversa-
tions and business docu-
ments to journalists They 
were trying to determine if 
those individuals were with-
in proximity of ByteDance 
employees, according to the 
company, which added that 
the efforts failed to find any 
leaks, reported The New 
York Times.

The investigation was ini-
tiated after an article was 
published by Forbes, and 
the inquiry confirms part of 
that report and highlights the 
privacy and security risks as-
sociated with TikTok that US 
lawmakers, state governors 
and the Trump and Biden 
administrations have raised 
for more than two years.

INTERNAL INVESTIgATION

TIkTOk EmPLOyEES SPIED 
ON U.S. jOURNALISTS

RAISINg cONcERNS

China hospital data 
absent from WHO’s 
latest reports

SEcOND PEAk

Beijing expects Covid 
peak within a week

China can witness a peak 
in COVID-19 cases within 
a week as the mainland re-
ported less than 4000 new 
symptomatic local cases na-
tionwide on Thursday and 
still downplayed the dis-
ease’s severity and continue 
to report no new deaths, 
Bernard Orr and Casey 
Hall write in Australian As-
sociated Press, News agency 
reported.

Amid the increase in 
Covid cases this month, 
China began dismantling 
its zero-Covid policy in the 
country. China’s contain-
ment measures had slowed 
the economy to its lowest 
growth rate in nearly half 
a century, jamming global 
supply chains and trade. As 
Chinese workers increas-
ingly fall ill, more disruption 
is expected in the short term 
before the economy bounces 
back later next year, accord-
ing to Australian Associated 
Press.

In the daily briefing, the 
Chinese mainland reported 

3,030 new cases of con-
firmed infections but re-
ported no new deaths.

On Dec 21, 2,352 patients 
were released from the 
hospital after being cured. 
56,880 people who had had 
close contact with infected 
patients were freed from 
medical observation. The 
number of serious cases 
increased by 45, according 
to China’s National Health 
Commission.

Meanwhile, British-based 
health data firm Airfinity, 
on Wednesday, said that the 
infections in China are likely 
to be more than one million 
a day with deaths at more 
than 5000 a day.

New modelling by Airfin-
ity has examined data from 
China’s regional provinces. 
The current outbreak is 
growing more rapidly in 
some regions than in oth-
ers. Cases are currently ris-
ing much more quickly in 
Beijing and Guangdong.

“Using the trends in re-
gional data our team of epi-
demiologists has forecast 
the first peak to be in re-
gions where cases are cur-

rently rising and a second 
peak driven by later surges 
in other Chinese provinces,” 
Airfinity said in a statement.

The Airfinity model esti-
mates case rates could reach 
3.7 million a day in a January 
peak and 4.2 million a day in 
March 2023.

Airfinity’s Head of Vac-
cines and Epidemiology Dr 
Louise Blair said, “China 
has stopped mass testing 
and is no longer reporting 
asymptomatic cases. The 
combination means the of-
ficial data is unlikely to be 
a true reflection of the out-
break being experienced 
across the country.

“China has also changed 
the way it records COV-
ID-19 deaths to only include 
those who die from respira-
tory failure or pneumonia 
after testing positive. This is 
different to other countries 
that record deaths within 
a time frame of a positive 
test or where COVID-19 is 
recorded to have attributed 
to the cause of death. This 
change could downplay 
the extent of deaths seen in 
China.”

RUSSIA bAckSTAbbED

Pakistan supplies 
arms to Ukraine

Even though the relations 
between Pakistan and Rus-
sia are said to be on an up-
swing, Islamabad is reported 
to be supplying weapons and 
ammunition to Kyiv, accord-
ing to Geo-Politik citing the 
report published in the Rus-
sian web portal, Riafan.

Islamabad seems to make 
money off the Russia-
Ukraine war by supplying 
much-needed ammunition 
to Ukraine. Pakistani com-
panies are also exploiting the 
ongoing conflict in maximiz-
ing their profit and expand-
ing their operations in coun-
tries bordering Ukraine. 
Notably, CEO of Kestral, 
Liaqat Ali Beg, travelled to 
Poland, Romania, and Slo-
vakia in May and June 2022. 
The report claimed that Is-
lamabad is supposedly part 
of an air bridge for supplying 
weapons to Ukraine. It is ap-
parently using defence sup-
pliers and contractors oper-
ating in foreign countries to 
channel these shipments to 
Ukraine. The report revealed 
further that the UK is using 
Pakistan’s Noor Khan Air-

base in Rawalpindi as a key 
base for the transportation of 
military equipment for the 
Ukrainian Army.

This report came at a time 
when Pakistan-Russia rela-
tions are the upswing. On 
one hand, Russia has agreed 
to provide at least 100,000 
barrels per day of crude oil to 
Pakistan at discounted rates 
while on other hand, Islam-
abad is supplying arms and 
ammunition to Ukraine, re-
ported Geo-Politik.

Meanwhile, the Slovakia-
based defence firm M/s 
Chemica had purportedly 
contacted Pak Ordinance 
Factories’ ammunition sup-
plier M/s Kestral, on behalf 
of Ukraine’s Defence Min-
istry, the report said citing 
credible sources. Surprising-
ly, Ukrainian business M/s 
FORMAG had contacted 
M/s Bluelines Cargo Pvt Ltd 
in Pakistan to send gloves for 
their army, Geo-Politik re-
ported. Pakistan’s shipping 
and brokering firm ‘Project 
Shipping’ is also expected to 
send a consignment of arms 
and ammunition including 
mortars, rocket launchers 
and artillery rounds from 
Karachi to Poland.

ARmS ShIPmENT

US AccUSES NORTh kOREA Of DELIVERINg 
ARmS TO RUSSIA’S WAgNER gROUP

The White House on Thurs-
day (local time) accused a 
private Russian military 
company,  the Wagner 
Group, of taking delivery 
of an arms shipment from 
North Korea to help bolster 
Russian forces in Ukraine, 
reported The Straits Times.

The delivery shows a sign 
of the group’s expanding 
role in the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict. The White House 
called the group a ‘rival’ for 
power to the defence and 
other ministries at Kremlin. 
The Russian and North Ko-
rean missions to the United 
Nations in New York did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for comment, 
reported The Sydney Morn-
ing Herald.

Responding to the delivery, 
the White House National 
Security Spokesman John 

Kirby said the US will boost 
sanctions on the Wagner 
group following North Ko-
rea’s sale of infantry rock-
ets and missiles last month, 
in violation of UN Security 
Council resolutions.

“Wagner is searching 
around the world for arms 
suppliers to support its mili-
tary operations in Ukraine,” 
Kirby told reporters.

“We can confirm that 
North Korea has completed 
an initial arms delivery to 

Wagner, which paid for that 
equipment,” he said.

Kirby further stated that 
the Wagner group, which is 
independent of the Russian 
defence establishment and 
is leading a bloody siege of 
Bakhmut, Ukraine, is spend-
ing more than USD 100 mil-
lion a month on its Ukraine 
operations, reported The 
Straits Times. Russian forces 
hold almost all of Luhansk 
but only around 60 per cent 
of Donetsk, both in the east.

top of the day

cOP kILLED IN 
ISLAmAbAD’S 
‘SUIcIDE bLAST’
ISLAMABAD: A policeman 
was killed after a suicide 
bomber blew himself up 
in Islamabad, Police in 
Pakistan’s capital said on 
Friday. At least six people 
including four policemen 
and two civilians were also 
injured in the incident that 
took place in Islamabad’s 
I-10 sector, Islamabad 
Police said in a statement. 
In a tweet, the police said 
that they were conduct-
ing checking of vehicles 
and when they signalled a 
suspicious vehicle to stop. 

“A suicide bomber aboard 
the vehicle detonated 
himself soon after the car 
stopped near the officers,” 
Islamabad Police said. 
In the tweet, the police 
further said that citing 
initial reports one police-
man, identified as Head 
Constable Adeel Hussain, 
was killed in the inci-
dent. “Police officers have 
reached the spot along 
with a heavy contingent. 
More details will be com-
municated,” the police 
said in a statement.

mORE ThAN 
2000 fLIghTS 
cANcELLED IN U.S. 
WASHINGTON: Ahead of 
Christmas holidays, more 
than 2,270 US flights were 
cancelled on Thursday 
(local time) due to heavy 
snow and freezing tem-
peratures, reported CNN. 
Snow, rain, ice, wind and 
frigid temperatures are 
disrupting air travel plans 
across the United States 
and bus and Amtrak 
passenger train service. 
Airlines cancelled just over 
2,270 US flights by 6 ET pm 
Thursday and proactively 
cancelled almost 1,000 
flights for Friday, accord-
ing to the flight tracking 
site FlightAware. 
Eighty-five flights were 
already cancelled for 
Saturday. Delays were 
even more extensive on 
Thursday: More than 7,400 
as of 6 pm, reported CNN. 
The impacts are being felt 
hardest in Chicago and 
Denver, where around a 
quarter of arrivals and 
departures -- hundreds 
of flights at each air-
port -- were cancelled on 
Thursday, FlightAware 
data show.

chINA OffERS 
bAILOUT PAckAgE 
TO PAkISTAN
BEIJING: Both Sri Lanka 
and Pakistan are caught 
in China’s debt track but 
while China has offered a 
bailout package to Paki-
stan, it has refused to defer 
loan repayments of Sri 
Lanka, True Ceylon News 
reported. China offered 
the bailout to Pakistan 
after Islamabad’s Prime 
minister Shehbaz Sharif 
visited China and bent over 
backwards to please Pres-
ident Xi Jinping but Sri 
Lanka hasn’t made such 
moves. Notably, Pakistan’s 
PM became the first head 
after the re-election to the 
post of President in China. 
In order to please China, 
Sharif, even, ignored the 
turmoil back home. 

“The world cannot live 
without China. It is 
believed that President Xi 
Jinping’s foresight will not 
only continue to lead China 
to create more brilliant 
achievements but also 
lead the world to a brighter 
future,” the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan said, kowtow-
ing to the President of 
China.
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SCOTTISH GOVT TO PHASE OUT HIKVISION, 
CHINA’S CCTV SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM 

 ‘US CLOSELY TRACKING RUSSIA-CHINA 
JOINT DRILLS IN EAST CHINA SEA’ 

Imran Khan’s ex-wife Reham gets married 
for 3rd time, groom 13 years younger

JAPAN CABINET APPROVES 2023 DRAFT BUDGET AT 
$862 BILLION WITH RECORD DEFENCE ALLOCATION

Scotland has decided to 
phase out Hikvision, Chi-
na’s CCTV surveillance sys-
tem equipment and is strip-
ping them out of Scottish 
buildings, writes Sellainne 
Cathry in Vision Times.

Evidence has been sub-
mitted highlighting security 
flaws and how easy it is for 
hackers to take control, op-
erate them remotely and 
use them to spy and garner 
intrusive information on the 
nation’s civilians and infra-
structure. Scottish minis-
ters have said that no other 
cameras have been installed 
since the Commons Foreign 
Affairs Committee issued a 
report in July 2021 warning 
that Hikvision equipment 
should not be used in the 
UK, said Cathry.

For the past three years, 
human rights groups, pri-
vacy rights groups and 
cross-party MPs have been 
sounding the alarm over 
China’s Hikvision CCTV 
cameras that have increased 

across the United Kingdom.
The report advised the 

British government to ban 
Hikvision and Dahua cam-
eras due to security issues, 
including Hikvision’s par-
ticipation in assisting the 
CCP in creating a social 
control surveillance state, 
reported Vision Times.

It is also used to com-
mit human rights abuses 
against the Uyghurs in Xin-
jiang. Government build-
ings and council buildings, 
Police Scotland, Education 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Public Pensions Agency 
also have Hikvision tech-
nology installed within 
their premises, the report 
claimed.

Connelly Security Sys-
tems, a private company 
and one of Scotland’s larg-
est suppliers of CCTV and 
alarm equipment, is also 
removing Hikvision tech-
nology from its business 
operations, reported Vision 
Times.

Chief executive Paul Con-
nelly wrote to the com-

pany’s customers last week 
saying, “This autocratic 
Chinese government has 
been up to quite abhorrent 
behaviour not only to mi-
nority groups but its own 
indigenous people. The 
Hikvision products seem 
amazing but there’s a dan-
gerous sinister side to them 
too.”

Regarding Hikvision cam-
eras, Connelly said, “seeing 
them assist in the herding 
and incarceration of inno-
cents, they’re not for us....
The Hikvision rhetoric 
coming out of China isn’t 
washing.”

Hikvision is a subsid-
iary of China Electronics 
Technology Corporation 
(CETC), which is listed 
as “the only supplier that 
meets the People’s Libera-
tion Army’s full range of 
needs in the information 
technology field and pro-
vides the military with vari-
ous types of key electronic 
parts,” on China’s Sina Fi-
nance website, as translated 
by The China Project.

The US, along with its al-
lies and partners, is closely 
monitoring the joint naval 
exercises of China and Rus-
sia in the East China Sea, 
the US Indo-Pacific Com-
mand (USINDOPACOM) 
said on Friday.

Earlier this week, the 
Russian Defense Ministry 
said that a detachment of 
ships from Russia’s Pacific 
Fleet had sailed toward 
the East China Sea to par-
ticipate in Russian-Chinese 
naval drills from December 
21-27. “Alongside our Allies 
and partners, we are close-
ly tracking the military 
activities of the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) 
in the South China Sea 
and the Philippine Sea, as 
well as the ongoing Russia-
China exercise in the East 
China Sea,” the US military 
said in a statement .

The Indo-Pacific Com-
mand said that it continues 
operations in the region “to 
maintain peace and stabil-

ity; uphold international 
law, including freedom of 
navigation and overflight, 
and support unimpeded 
commerce and other lawful 
uses of the sea.”

“We continue to oppose 
any military pressure or 
coercion against our Allies 
and partners in the region. 
The United States has been 
very clear: we will continue 
to be forthright in oppos-
ing any behavior that chal-
lenges and bends the rules 
which the international 
community has relied 
upon to maintain stability 
and peace,” the statement 

added. Earlier, the Russian 
Defense Ministry said joint 
missile and artillery firing 
at aerial targets, artillery 
firing at naval targets, as 
well as practising joint anti-
submarine warfare with 
the practical use of weap-
ons are planned during the 
exercise.

The first naval maneuvers 
involving the Russian and 
Chinese fleets took place in 
August 2005 in the Yellow 
Sea. At the time, they were 
part of a large-scale mili-
tary exercise, Peace Mis-
sion 2005, organised under 

Former Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan’s ex-wife 
Reham Khan on Friday an-
nounced that she got mar-
ried to model and actor Mirza 
Bilal Baig in a ceremony in the 
United States.

Taking to  Twitter,  the 
49-year-old who is now 
based in the US posted, “We 
had a lovely Nikkah cer-
emony performed in Seattle 
with the blessings of @Mirz-
aBilal__ parents & my son as 
my Vakeel.” “Finally found a 
man who I can trust @Mirz-

aBilal__” she said in pictures 
that she shared on the social 
media, Rehman was seen in 
a white wedding gown while 
her 36-year-old husband Bilal 
was seen dressed in a mauve 
coloured suit. Earlier, she 
announced her marriage by 
posting a picture of two hands 

and the words “Just Married”. 
This is also the third marriage 
for Mirza Bilal Baig a US-
based corporate professional 
and a former model. In 2015, 
Pakistani-British television 
journalist Reham Khan tied 
the knot with Imran Khan in 
January in a ceremony at his 

Islamabad home but divorced 
him ten months later, Daily 
Pakistan reported. After the 
divorce, Reham revealed that 
she - like Jemima, Khan’s first 
wife - had been subjected to 
a hate campaign in Pakistan 
and that their marriage had 
not survived it.

The Japanese government 
approved a draft budget 
for the next fiscal year for 
a record 114,38 trillion yen 
(USD 862 billion) with a 
record-high defence budget 
in the amount of 6.8 trillion 
yen, Japanese media report-
ed on Friday.

Japan’s military spending 
amounted to 5 .4 trillion 
yen in 2022, which is about 

1.24 per cent of GDP, Kyo-
do news agency reported. 
The growth of the defence 
budget is connected with 
the government’s decision 
to ensure an increase in 
defence spending to 2 per 
cent of the country’s gross 
domestic product by 2027, 
which is approximately 11 
trillion yen per year.

The draft budget for the 
year 2023-2024 also pro-
vides for the allocation of 

about 3 trillion yen to en-
sure future defence capabil-
ity and weapons develop-
ment.

Now the draft budget will 
be sent to the Japanese Par-
liament for consideration.

According to Kyodo news, 
the defence budget rose to 
6.8 trillion yen, including 
costs related to the realign-
ment of U.S. forces stationed 
in Japan. That was a sharp 
climb from 5.4 trillion yen 

in the current fiscal year, 
the report added. In a bid 
to make up for the increase 
in defence spending, the 
Japanese government has 
decided to raise taxes, cut 
spending in other areas and 
tap surplus funds. Japan is 
finding itself in the midst of 
the most severe and com-
plex security environment 
since the end of WWII with 
mounting threats from Chi-
na and North Korea. Japan 

has responded with what 
they call a “major shift” in 
defence policy. The new 
strategy does away with 
decades of precedent to ac-
quire counter-strike capa-
bilities, with a special focus 
on a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific (FOIP). Japan is plan-
ning to build a multilayered 
network among its allies 
and like-minded countries, 
expand it, and strengthen 
deterrence.

SECURITY FLAWS

INDO-PACIFIC COMMAND‘JUST MARRIED’

DEFENCE BUDGET

FRENCH SERIAL KILLER

‘BIKINI KILLER’ CHARLES SOBHRAJ 
RELEASED FROM NEPAL PRISON
French serial killer 

Charles Sobhraj, 
has been released 

from Central Jail in Nepal, 
on Friday.

On Wednesday, the Su-
preme Court of the Hima-
layan nation ordered the 
release of Sobhraj on the 
grounds of old age and de-
teriorating health condi-
tions. Since 2003, he was 
serving his sentence in 
Nepali jail on the charge of 
murdering two American 
tourists. The court con-
cluded that the 78-year-old 
will be set free as he had 
already completed 95 per 
cent of his jail term.

In the verdict delivered 
on Wednesday evening, 
Supreme Court said, “The 
regulation on prison man-
agement envisions a waiv-
er of up to 75 per cent of 
the jail term of the prison-
ers over 65 years of age and 
with good conduct.”

Sobhraj’s lawyers had 
long been demanding the 
court’s intervention for 
clemency. In different peti-
tions, they had demanded 
a waiver of his jail sen-
tence, citing provisions of 
Clause 12 (1) of the Senior 
Citizens Act 2063. The 
court has now ordered 
the government to make 
arrangements for repatri-
ating Sobhraj to his home 
country within 15 days.

“Kept in prison here 
at Central Jail for a long 
time, the French national 
Charles Sobhraj has been 
ordered to be released by 
the Supreme Court on 21st 
December. We checked 
the records of Kathmandu 
and Bhaktapur District 
Court and have request-
ed clearance from them 
over the cases registered 
against him. We are now 
preparing to release him 

from prison and then we 
will hand him over to the 
Department of Immigra-
tion. We will take him to 
the department after they 
finish their preparations,” 
Ishwori Prasad Pandey, 
the Jailer at Central Jail in 
Kathmandu told reporters 
before Sobhraj underwent 
medical checkups.

The notorious criminal 
has also appealed to Nepal 
authorities to let him stay 
in a hotel and undergo 
open heart surgery at the 
Gangalal Heart Hospital 
in Kathmandu. But the au-
thorities are yet to decide 
on it.

“I talked to Charles and 
told him that the media are 
waiting outside and want 
to talk. The jail authori-
ties were also willing to let 
him talk but he (Charles) 
refused to speak to the me-
dia. Also, the talk about his 
treatment at Gangalal Hos-
pital and his desire to stay 
at the hotel till the time of 

deportation is also under 
consideration and talks are 
underway with the Home 
Ministry and Department 
of Prison Management 
whose decision also would 
come tomorrow. All these 
things would be decided 
tomorrow (Friday).

The notorious crimi-
nal with police cases in 
different countries was 
convicted of killing the 
American citizen Connie 
Jo Boronzich, 29, and his 
Canadian girlfriend Lau-
rent Carriere, 26, in 1975. 
Arrested on September 
19, 2003, Sobhraj’s life-
time imprisonment would 
end on September 18 next 
year. The French citizen 
with Vietnamese and In-
dian parentage commit-
ted a string of murders 
throughout Asia in the 
1970s. Sobhraj, who has 
been implicated in more 
than 20 killings, served 21 
years in India for poison-
ing a French tourist .
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Charles Sobhraj has been released from Nepal Central Jail.

Scotland passes gender recognition reform 
bill, making easier to legally change gender

Scotland’s  lawmakers 
passed controversial leg-
islation which will make it 
easier for transgender peo-
ple to legally change their 
gender, despite the toxic 
debate that led to a split 
within the ruling Scottish 
National Party (SNP), ac-
cording to The Scotsman, a 
Scotland-based newspaper.
Now the bill has been 
passed, it should gain royal 
assent which will lower 
the minimum age for those 
seeking the gender recog-
nition certificate to 16 and 
drops the time required for 
an applicant to live in their 
acquired gender from two 
years to three months. It 
also removes the need for 
a medical diagnosis of gen-
der dysphoria to obtain the 
certificate.

The legislation, which 
garnered 86 votes in favour 
but 39 against on Thursday 
(Local Time), was voted 

through following a mara-
thon week of parliamenta-
ry scrutiny. While passing 
the latest law, the SNP suf-
fered the biggest rebellion 
in the history of the Scot-
tish Parliament for the sec-
ond time, with nine rebels 
on the government benches 
voting against the Bill.

Scottish Labour also 
saw that two of their ju-
nior spokespeople resign 
after breaking the whip 

and voting against the Bill, 
reported The Scotsman. 
Claire Baker and Carol 
Mochan, Scottish Labour’s 
spokespeople for drugs and 
mental health respectively, 
immediately resigned their 
positions following the 
vote. Michael Marra, the 
party’s education spokes-
person, and Pauline Mc-
Neill, the party’s justice 
spokesperson, were both 
provided with leaves of 

absence to enable them to 
avoid the vote. The Scot-
tish Conservatives, who 
gave their MSPs a free vote, 
saw three members back 
the Bill - two more than at 
stage one, The Scotsman 
reported.

However, the UK Gov-
ernment immediately in-
tervened and suggested 
it could employ never-
before-utilised powers 
within the Scotland Act 
to block the Bill in the Su-
preme Court. Section 35 of 
the Scotland Act allows the 
UK Government to inter-
vene and block the passage 
of a Bill if it the UK Gov-
ernment believes it makes 
modifications to the law on 
reserved matters or has an 
adverse effect on the opera-
tion of the law around re-
served matters.

After the final vote, Scot-
tish Secretary Alister Jack 
said that the government 
should consider action in 
the Supreme court and that 

many people have concerns 
regarding certain aspects of 
this Bill and, in particular, 
the safety issues for women 
and children, as per The 
Scotsman.

“We will look closely at 
that, and also the ramifica-
tions for the 2010 Equal-
ity Act and other UK-wide 
legislation, in the coming 
weeks - up to and including 
a section 35 order stopping 
the Bill going for Royal 
Assent if necessary,” The 
Scotsman quoted Jack as 
saying. However, Shona 
Robison, the Cabinet secre-
tary for social justice, said it 
would be “very disappoint-
ing” if the Bill was blocked 
following the “decisive” 
vote in favour. She said, “It 
would be very disappoint-
ing if the UK Government 
didn’t respect Scottish de-
mocracy and the decision 
of the Scottish Parliament. 
This area of policy is en-
tirely within devolved com-
petence.”

CONTROVERSIAL LAW

TDG NETWORK
EDINBURGH 

TDG NETWORK
EDINBURGH 

TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON  

TDG NETWORK
ISLAMABAD  

TDG NETWORK
TOKYO  

The bill will lower the minimum age for those seeking the gender 
recognition certificate.

The first naval maneuvers involving the Russian and Chinese  
fleets took place in 2005 in the Yellow sea.

Amid anti-government 
views and posts in the wake 
of the massive public protests 
across the country over Co-
vid lockdowns and a fresh 
outbreak, China released 
new guidelines on the cen-
sorship of online comments 
and ‘likes’, writes Thu Dao in 
the Indo-Pacific Center for 
Strategic Communications 
(IPCSC).

Thu, a Hanoi-based journal-
ist, who worked as a content 
manager and strategist at 
the foreign affairs newsdesk 
in Tuoi Tre said according to 
the latest guidelines, a ‘like’ on 
any social media post would 
also be considered a kind of 
comment. The idea is that 
even a praise for someone 
else’s post or comment will be 
cause enough to hold some-
one accountable and impose 
punitive actions against that 
person.

Recently, Chinese social 
media platforms were found 
to be erupting with anti-gov-
ernment views. This was fol-
lowed by a heavy crackdown 
not just in the physical sphere 

but also on the internet. 
Firewalls and censorship 
promptly came into action 
to curb the propagation of 
views that reflected poorly 
on the Chinese establishment. 
The purpose, of course, was 
to stop any anti-government 
story from spreading which 
could have been a cause of ir-
ritation to the establishment, 
said Thu.

The repercussions have at 
many times been severe for 
people engaging in any social 
media activity that can even 
remotely be considered to be 
anti-government.

For as little as commenting 
on others’ social media posts, 
people have been detained, 
arrested and threatened by 
the local Public Security Bu-
reaus, the most frequently 
used tool of intimidation by 
the Chinese authorities, re-
ported IPCSC.

Replacing the erstwhile 
2017 version, the Cyberspace 
Administration of China, the 
government agency respon-
sible for monitoring, control-
ling and censoring of all com-
munications on social media 
platforms and the internet 

in general, has released new 
guidelines that will become 
effective from December 15, 
2022. Any internet website 
or application with the at-
tributes to facilitate public 
opinion or the capability to 
mobilise people to come un-
der the ambit of these guide-
lines, said Thu.

This facility can be in any 
form, including comments, 
replies, messages, bullet 
screens, likes, etc. that could 
provide the user with texts, 
symbols, expressions, pic-
tures and audio or video in-
formation services.

The new provisions also 
seek to establish and im-
prove the information secu-
rity management system such 
that better and more rigorous 
management of posted com-
ments, complemented with 
real-time inspection, and 
emergency response is pos-
sible. The goal is to ‘discover 
and deal’ with any informa-
tion that they might consider 
as ‘illegal and unhealthy’ in a 
timely manner. Wherever felt 
necessary, report to the Inter-
net Information Department, 
reported IPCSC.

CURB THE PROPAGATION

China releases new guidelines on 
censorship of online comments and ‘likes’
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Priests 
wearing 

masks 
perform the 
Ganga aarti 
in view of a 

surge in Covid 
cases in China 

and other 
countries, in 
Varanasi on 

Thursday.

PRECAUTION 

#KISANDIWAS

'PROSPEROUS FARMER=PROSPEROUS 
NATION': NETIZENS ON FARMERS DAY 
On the occasion of Kisan Diwas, i.e National Farmers 
Day on 23 December, netizens, including politicians, 
took to Twitter to thank the farmers of India for their 
contribution. 

Vasundhara Raje tweeted, “‘The path to the country’s 
prosperity passes only through the fields and barns 
of the villages.’ On the birth anniversary of Chaudhary 
Charan Singh, former Prime Minister of India, my best 
wishes to him and best wishes to all on the occasion of 
Farmer’s Day.”

Sadhguru tweeted, “Prosperous farmer=prosperous 
Nation. The farmer- and the Nation- are only as rich as 
their soil. May we #SaveSoil of Bharat, restore prosper-
ity to farming & become the Breadbasket of the World. 
Gratitude & Blessings to the farmers of Bharat.”

Amul shared a special cartoon, celebrating Kisan 
Diwas. 

“The Centre 
and states 
need to work 
in tandem 
and in a 
collaborative 
spirit to 
prevent Covid 
surge.” 

— MANSUKH MANDAVIYA

BRAIN-PICKING 

Union Health Minister, taking note of the rising cases of Co-
vid-19 globally.

VIEWPOINT

The road not taken in 
the very popular Rob-
ert Frost poem is not 

the easier road, or the uphill 
road, or the less scenic one, or 
even the road that leads to a 
less desirable place. The road 
not taken is one of two roads 
that look quite the same, 
which one to pick is not ob-
vious or recommended, or 
even advised. It is a simple 
fork, and the speaker has a 
choice. The poem has often 
been believed to reference the 
American ideal of individu-
alism, to walk off the beaten 
path, to take up the challenge, 
and to beat the odds. It is an 
oft quoted section of many a 
graduation speech, mostly 
focused on the last two lines 
– ‘Two roads diverged in a 
wood, and I, I took the one 
less traveled by…’

According to David Orr, the 
poetry columnist for the New 
York Review of Books and a 
J.D. from Yale Law School, in 
his article ‘You’re Probably 
Misreading Robert Frost’s 
Most Famous Poem’ (16 Au-
gust 2016), Robert Frost first 

titled the poem ‘Two Roads,’ 
which he had been inspired 
to write by his friend Edward 
Thomas’ habit of constantly 
wondering where a second 
path might have led them. 
The two regularly walked 
around the countryside of 
Gloucestershire together. 
Not only did the two walk 
together, but they were also 
best friends, like brothers. 
Each helped the other with 
his career, in a way that only 
poets can.

Frost sent a draft of the 
poem to Thomas, who in-
stead of reading it as a gentle 
jibe to his ‘crying over what 
might have been,’ read it the 
way millions of people have 
read it since, focusing on the 
last two lines that imply that 
the road taken was the less 
travelled one, and that’s what 
made all the difference in his 
life. He found it ‘staggering’ 
and not at all associated with 
his own dithering. In fact, 
Thomas, himself a poet and a 
literary mastermind, thought 
the poem to be a simple mo-
rality tale. But Frost knew 

that was not possible, for 
how could one assess the out-
come of the road not taken. 

Frost explained in the en-
suing correspondence with 
his friend that, ‘the opera-
tive word in that last stanza 
was ‘sigh’ and that the sigh 
was a mock sigh, hypocriti-
cal for the fun of the thing.’ 
He chided his friend, “No 
matter which road you take, 
you’ll always sigh and wish 
you had taken another.’ 

David Orr says that the 
poem’s best-known lines, 
the last two, imply a lonely 
path that we take at great 
risk, possibly for great re-
ward. People often assume 
the poem is called ‘The Road 
Less Traveled.’ Most Google 
searches for Robert Frost are 
accompanied by the words 
‘Road Less Traveled’. But 
Mathew Hollis writes that 
Frost himself would warn 
his audiences: ‘You have to 
be careful of that one; it’s a 

tricky poem – very tricky.’
Edward Thomas was trou-

bled by Robert Frost’s expla-
nation of his poem and the 
jibe about his sigh. But it was 
not because Thomas had got 
it so wrong. It was because 
he felt his friend was mak-
ing fun of his trouble mak-
ing decisions. And he did 
have trouble with that. He 
always had. He had suffered 
from debilitating depression 
and self-doubt, sought treat-
ment for his ailment, and al-
ways felt that his American 
friend was a little too bold, 
a little too sure, and a little 
too quick with his decision 
making. This was 1914, and 
England was at war with 
Germany. 

Thomas could not decide 
whether he should enlist or 
run off to America as Frost 
was suggesting. He ago-
nised over the decision. Hol-
lis writes in his article that 
it was Frost’s poem, ‘The 

Road Not Taken’ that pushed 
Thomas to a decision. He 
enlisted and shipped out to 
France. He died in battle only 
two months after he joined 
the war.

A young journalist on a 
Report for America Fellow-
ship to rural Pennsylvania 
asked if someone is smart 
and wants to make money, 
can he/she? The answer is 
yes. But it depends on how 
much money. Luck matters 
a fair amount too. But what 

matters most is intent, the 
road taken – if you want to 
make money, you choose 
a road that will lead you to 
jobs that pay well. If you de-
cide that you want to change 
the world, do good for it and 
that money matters less, then 
you take a different road. But 
both roads are fine – it is a 
personal choice, a decision.
Priya Hajela is author of Ladies’ 
Tailor (Harper Collins India). 
The writer plans to name her 
next book – The Road Taken.  

The road not taken

DECK THE HALLS AND TABLES, FOR ‘TIS THE SEASON
CHRISTMAS CHEER  

Christmas is upon us, and 
party hosts are leaving no 
‘tables’ unturned. Attention 
from trees, which have been 
the focal point of Yule, has 
been diverted to elaborate 
table décor in 2022. With 
entertaining at its peak, 
folks are merry-making 
throwing lavish get togeth-
ers in their homes.  It will 
be no exaggeration to say 
Christmas is the Diwali of 
December in India.

 Flowers, candles, crock-
ery coming together breath-
takingly for a sensory din-
ing experience. The decor 
is a visual treat, while the 

cuisine is an epicurean 
one. Visual aesthete Lalima 
Chhabra (@figmentbylali-
ma) who recently conduct-
ed a table setting workshop 
for @sundaydesignnow 
(a global brand designed 
in Italy, made in India that 
brings attainable luxury in 
furniture and home décor), 
suggests anthuriums, hy-
pericum berries, and celosia 
are perfect for table trends 
this season. She loves exper-
imenting with maroons and 
greens (photograph inset; 
courtesy Sunday Design, 
Experience Center,) and is 
a big advocate of using up-
cycled trinkets as objet d’art. 
Lalima loves to create dra-

ma with a monochromatic 
colour palette and candles. 
Some X-must haves, accord-
ing to her, are the ribbed 
glass tree accents  from @
peacocklifebyshabnamgup-
ta that give your space an 
edge over others. She rec-
ommends the use of name 
tags ( quirky napkin styling 
using everyday objects like 
a cinnamon stick or candy 
cane ) or a personalised trin-
ket to make the sit-down 

feast more welcoming. Her 
portfolio of ad film sets, 
stores, and floral styling can 
be marvelled on Instagram 
at @figmentbylalima.

R u c h i k a  G o s w a m y, 
c o - f o u n de r  @ t u r n i n -
around_2019 feels there 
should be symmetry in din-
ing table settings. Flowers 
and candles, according to 
her, should take precedence. 
She holds them key in deck-
ing her table. She also feels 

layering adds depth to a ta-
ble – stacking of placemats, 
dinner plates, salad plates, 
and a napkin (bottom to top 
in that order). You can refer 
to dinner etiquette online 
for accurate placement of 
cutlery and drinkware. Ru-
chika suggests tucking in 
fresh flowers or twigs in the 
napkin holder adds to the 
charm quotient while simul-
taneously creating a speck of 
drama.

Gauri Subramaniam, a 
lawyer with a penchant 
for table decor, likes to fuse 
a personal touch to her 
table setting. Going by her 
Instagram handle, @gs-
stylestories, she pays great 
attention to detail and feels 
the warmth a well-set table 
can bring, which takes the 
party a few notches higher. 
She feels the more diversity 
of flowers and greens one 
has, the more appealing the 
table looks. We all know the 
benefits of bringing the out-

doors in, so a sprinkle of na-
ture has been implemented 
in her Christmas decora-
tions too. To nail this trend, 
she likes to go big on foliage 
and decorate with wildlife-
inspired baubles and orna-
ments that she has used at 
her kids’ birthday parties. 
Gauri likes to borrow and 
reuse to prevent unneces-
sary wastage. She loves the 
modern barn aesthetic. She 
prides her style on her use 
of vivid colour and accents. 
Burlap runners and napkins 
are her favourites for table 
linens, as they are versatile 
and fit into myriad themes. 
We have elucidated some 
themes in table settings; this 
holiday season, make your 
dining table your canvas. It 
is d’riguer of hosting. While 
you reflect on the year gone 
by and prepare to embrace 
2023, curl up and savour the 
last few days  with the cus-
tomary hot chocolate for ‘tis 
the season. 

FIVE PAN INDIA FILMS THAT 
BROKE THE LANGUAGE BARRIER
From innovative concepts to compelling storylines, 
numerous attributes have been given to the rise of 
non-Hindi films at the box office. As we draw the 
curtain on 2022, let us have a look at five films that 
bypassed the language barrier and secured a place 
in people’s hearts across the nation.

MAJOR
This Telugu language film was based on the 
life of Major Sandeep Unnikrishnan, who was 
martyred during the 26/11 Mumbai attacks. It 
starred ‘Baahubali: The Beginning’ actor Adivi 

Sesh in the lead role, and moved audiences throughout 
India, emerging to be one of the highest-grossing films 
in Telugu this year.

KANTARA
This Rishab Shetty-helmed Kannada lan-
guage film proved to be a surprise block-
buster all over India, thanks to its production 
design, cinematography, and the immacu-

late portrayal of the local ‘Bhoota Kola’ culture of Kar-
nataka. A success in its home state, the film also struck 
a chord with the Hindi-speaking audience, becoming a 
much bigger box office success than anticipated since 
none of the actors in the film were known in Northern 
India earlier.

PONNIYIN SELVAN
This Tamil-language film, directed by the 
legendary Mani Ratnam, was a huge hit in its 
home state Tamil Nadu and across the Tamil 

diaspora across the world. It was based on a fiction 
novel written by Kalki Krishnamurthy, which itself was 
based on the life of the renowned emperor Rajaraja I of 
the Chola Empire. 

K.G.F: CHAPTER 2
Starring actor Yash in the lead role, this 
much-awaited sequel to the 2018 Kannada 
language film ‘K.G.F: Chapter 1’ made waves 
across the entire country. The Prashanth 

Neel-helmed period action film was acclaimed for its 
cinematography, background music, and its infamous 
‘Violence! Violence! Violence!’ dialogue, which was on 
everyone’s lips for a long time. It was a major success 
across India, becoming the highest-grossing film of the 
year by the end of its run.

RRR
This high-octane action film helmed by 
SS Rajamouli was highly anticipated since 
his last blockbuster hit, ‘Baahubali 2: The 
Conclusion’ hit the theatres in 2017. Its 

star-studded cast included actors Ram Charan, Jr 
NTR, Ajay Devgn, and Alia Bhatt. This film was not 
only a gargantuan success in India but even achieved 
international success in overseas markets like Japan, 
where it has become the highest-grossing Indian film.

The poem has often been believed to reference the American ideal of individualism, 
to walk off the beaten path, to take up the challenge, and to beat the odds.

There is no dispute about there being a more wonderful time of the year. For those 
celebrating, Christmas is associated with echoing choirs, glittering trees with sparkling 
ornaments, piping hot chocolate and fuzzy sweaters to name a few.

PRIYA HAJELA 
SATURDAY READ

THE ROAD NOT TAKEN BY ROBERT FROST
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim
Because it was grassy and wanted wear,
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same, 

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way
I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I,
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 

NAMRATA KUMAR 
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We Women Want: 
Role of Women in 
politics 

simone singh, BaRkha 
nangia cRoWned  
mRs delhi-ncR 2022

India gets first Muslim 
woman fighter pilot

pRiyanka shaRma is 
Up’s fiRst goveRnment 
BUs dRiveR

Kashmiri girl making 
waves on global canvas 

In the Roman era, there 
was a time when people 
demanded “an eye for 

an eye” as justice. But now, 
we don’t believe in “an eye 
for an eye,” as it is against 
human rights as well as so-
ciety. If something like this 
happened in society, every-
one on the planet would go 
blind. No one will be left to 
view this beautiful world. 
Transformation in nature as 
well as in society is a symbol 
that everything is going on 
according to the needs of 
time. If transformation is 
for the good, then it will be 
good for everyone, whether 
it’s in the environment or in 
society.

Crime against women has 
become common nowadays. 
If we see the statistics of last 
year then we will find that 
till last year every day nearly 
86 ladies were raped and 49 
different offenses have been 
reported in India. But apart 
from violence against wom-
en, there is another scenario 
of violence against men that 
mainly go unnoticed in our 
society.

Domestic violence and 
sexual harassment against 
males have also increased in 
the past few years. Accord-
ing to our experience and 
history of women suffering, 
legislation has drafted much 
social welfare legislation, 
criminal laws, economic 
laws, and constitutional 
provisions for the benefit 
and welfare of women from 

time to time. The law has 
taken every precaution 
to protect them from any 
kind of injustice or unjust 
act. However, we have seen 
an increase in cases where 
males have become victims, 
but the law of our land re-
mains silent in this regard 
due to patriarchal society, 
which may say that men can 
be accused but not victims.

Crime against a male 
is something new in 
our society. This 
shows that so-
ciety is trans-
forming, but 
in a negative 
sense. It’s not 
because that 
only man has 
a right to com-
mit an offense 
against women. 
It’s wrong because we 
don’t want crime against 
anyone. All are human be-
ings first and then men, 
women, third-gender, and 
transgender. Crime against 
anyone is against society’s 
rules. In the jungle also, ani-
mals follow certain rules for 
their safety and their herd.

Recently, a piece of news 
came out of Jalandhar, 
Punjab, that four women 
in their 20s had committed 
rape on a male after abduct-
ing him. They kept him hos-
tage for nearly 11 hours be-
fore releasing him, and they 
repeatedly raped him after 
giving him some drugs. Is 
this a warning to men that 

they 

are no 
longer as safe in our society 
as women? Or is it a warn-
ing to us that our future 
generations, whether male 
or female, are not safe? 
This case is a shameful act 
against the entire female 
class.

We never demanded or 
wanted an eye for an eye, 
but what we have wanted 
is strict punishment for 
the culprits. We talk about 
equality, but equality does 
not mean that if males com-
mit rape on women, then 
females will also do the 
same thing. This thought 

will send the wrong mes-
sage in our society. For a 
long time, lawmakers were 
trying their best to maintain 

a balance in society. But if 
incidents like Jalandhar 
increase, then it will 
hamper the social, mor-
al, and legal balance in 
our culture. 
Women are considered 

to be Devi, or goddesses, 
in Hindu mythology. Rav-

an from the Epic Ramayana 
and Duryodhana from the 
Epic Mahabharat were both 
men, and we know what 
they did. We are also fa-
miliar with and have heard 
about Shurpanakha’s story 
from the Epic Ramayana 
and the consequences of her 
wrongdoing. Now the ques-
tion that comes up here in 
Kalyug is whether women 
are trying to become Ravan 
and Duryodhana through 
the acts they are commit-
ting against the men. Why 
are we changing our image 
from Devi Durga to Ravan 
or Duryodhana? We didn’t 
forget about the end of Ra-
van and Duryodhana.

  We don’t  want any 

nuisance in our society. 
What we want is a peaceful 
and safe environment for 
all. Rape is considered to 
be a heinous crime against 
the human body. Whether 
it’s male or female, rape 
has a severe impact on 
the body and mind of the 
victim, which we should 
not forget. The punishment 
should be equal for every 
culprit, whether it is a male 
or female.

Before the conditions 
of society deteriorate fur-
ther, the legislature should 
amend the penal laws of 
India. Women, like men, 
should be held equally ac-
countable for wrongdoing. 
Gender-neutral laws are 
the need of an hour. We 
have to control the negative 
transformation of society, as 
it will badly affect our cur-
rent and future generations 
in every aspect. It’s a social 
as well as legal concern for 
every citizen of this country.

Dr Pyali Chatterjee is the HOD 
of  Faculty of Law at ICFAI 
University in Raipur, Chhat-
tisgarh. 

safety and secURity 

in-hoUse seRies 

JalandhaR male Rape: 
aRe men safe in india?

Pyali Chatterjee

Th i s  we e k,  P r iya n k a 
Chaturvedi, Rajya Sabha 
MP and Shiv Sena deputy 
leader, appears on We Wom-
en Want to discuss the role 
of women in politics.

PERCEPTION
Being a non-dynast and 
a professional before she 
joined politics, Priyanka 
talks about the logistics and 
the perception battle that 
women face vis-a-vis their 
male colleagues.

DEALING WITH 
TROLLS
Being prolific on social me-
dia, Priyanka knows how 

is it to be trolled and talks 
about dealing with abuse. 
She also points out how the 
playing field is not level, 
with women having a far 
tougher time than men. For 
instance, the logistics of the 
campaign trail.

WORK LIFE BALANCE
Balancing the work and 
home life balance is some-
thing that women have to 
deal with while men do not 
seem too perturbed by it. 
She also talks about the role 
women can play in sensitis-
ing legislation and making 
laws more women-friendly.

PRESSURE
Priyanka also talks about 
dealing with character as-

sassinations, slur cam-
paigns, and how a woman 
has to always prove to the 
rest of the world that she is 
not someone’s mother, wife, 
or daughter.

Being a spokesperson, she 
made a very articulate and 
captivating guest on “We 
Women Want” in conver-
sation with Priya Saghal, 
Senior Executive Editor, 
NewsX.

Catch fresh episodes of 
‘We Women Want’ every 
Saturday at 7:30 PM on 
NewsX. The program will 
also streamed live on major 
OTT platforms- Dailyhunt, 
Zee5, MX Player, Shema-
rooMe, Watcho, Mzaalo, Jio 
TV, Tata Play and PayTm 
livestreams.

WOMEN IN MEDIA

We never 
demanded or wanted 
an eye for an eye, but 

what we have wanted is strict 
punishment for the culprits. We 
talk about equality, but equality 

does not mean that if males 
commit rape on women, then 

females will also do the 
same thing.
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In the midst of all the glitz 
and glam, actor Simone 
Singh was crowned this 
year’s Mrs. Delhi-NCR.

The stage was set as 80 con-
testants walked the ramp to 
the music of choreographer 
and director Shie Lobo, to 
celebrate womanhood in all 
its glory during the finale of 
the sixth edition of the event. 
A total of 5200 women from 
the Delhi-NCR region had 
turned up for the auditions. 
Glamour Gurgaon Director 
Barkha Nangia said, “Delhi-
NCR resident women up to 
the age of 45 years and height 
of 5 feet and above were eli-
gible to participate in the 
auditions. This year’s theme 
for the pageant was breast 
cancer, which is an alarming 
issue among women today.”

Apart from Simone Singh, 
who was recently seen in the 
film Maja Ma, previous Mrs 
Delhi-NCR winner Namrata 
Senani Garg, Akassk Aggar-
wal (Jewellery Designer), 
Yasmin Mistry were also on 
the jury panel.

Commending Barkha, Sim-
one Singh said, “It’s an amaz-
ing platform that you are 
offering to the women who 
are often seen as done and 
dusted after being married. 
There was a nothing that 
they can look forward to in 
terms of finding joy in your 
personality, appearance, 
and achievements, outside 
of just being married. But 
with this platform, you are 
not just giving them the abil-
ity to shine but also provid-
ing a safe space where they 
can learn and develop their 
skills. And all the partici-
pants that I met have the zeal 
to do better and present the 
best version of themselves.”

Despite all difficulties, 
these ladies have shown tre-
mendous dedication to their 
goal. These finalists are the 
crème de la crème, and as 
the organisers strive to foster 
confidence in them .

Sania Mirza, the daughter of 
a TV mechanic from Mirza-
pur, has been selected to 
become a fighter pilot in the 
Indian Air Force and would 
be the country’s first Muslim 
girl and the state’s first IAF 
pilot.

Sania Mirza is a resident 
of Jasovar village, under the 
Mirzapur Dehat Kotwali po-
lice station area. She secured 

this position by passing the 
NDA exam. She has brought 
laurels not only to the district 
but also to the state and the 
country.

Sania, who studied in a 
Hindi medium school, said 

that Hindi-medium students 
too can achieve success if 
they are determined. On De-
cember 27, she will join NDA 
Khadakwasla in Pune. The 
parents as well as the villag-
ers are feeling proud of her.

She studied from primary 
to class 10 at Pandit Chin-
tamani Dubey Inter College 
in the village itself. She then 
attended Guru Nanak Girls’ 
Inter College in the city. She 
was the district topper in the 
12th UP Board. 

Among the 26 women drivers hired by the 
Uttar Pradesh State Road Transport Corpo-
ration (UPSRTC), Priyanka Sharma has be-
come the state’s first government bus driver, 
overcoming myriad struggles.

Priyanka said her husband passed away 
early into their marriage due to excessive 
drinking, and she had the sole responsibility 
of raising her two children.

She thanked Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath for giving women drivers an op-
portunity to find their feet.

Asma Mir, a Kash-
miri digital artist, is 
making waves on the 
global stage with her 
artwork.

Born in Pulwama, 
Asma, a 12th grade 
student, started to pursue digital art from 
the very beginning, by running a page called 
‘Illustrations’ on social media.

Asma said she uses digital technology to 
depict different things and sketches in digi-
tal format.

“I received my education from a local school 
until matriculation. Since my childhood, I 
was very much interested in arts. I used to 
draw whatever my school assigned. Some-
times, our teacher would tell us to draw pic-
tures of our choice,” Asma said.

Through her work, which has earned her 
appreciation worldwide, she has also started 
making a living.

Initially, she used to do pencil sketch. 

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS

BEATS

MAGAzINE AND RADIO

REPRESENTATION ON TELEvISION



Each one of us is a walk-
ing radiator, and we radiate 
thoughts and attitudes. From 
deep within we radiate our 
state of being. The original 
and eternal essence of every 
being is peaceful and lov-
ing. Thoughts are positive or 
negative and everywhere in 
between. Thoughts are energy 
and they have power to elevate 
us and make us feel good or the 
power to sadden us and make 
us feel bad. Entertaining nega-
tive thoughts will change how 
you feel, and you will become 
saddened or depressed. Never 

allow your mood to be spoiled. 
If I have even a trace of sorrow 
inside, I will give sorrow.

‘Raise your words, not your 
voice. It is rain that grows 
flowers, not thunder’- Rumi.

Words spoken from the head 

rarely touch the hearts of oth-
ers and are soon forgotten. The 
solution lies in my vibrations 
touching the hearts of others. 
When I, the soul, speak with 
my heart as well as my head 
and fill my words with love, 

then every heart will receive 
and understand.

However, the biggest disease 
of the mind is overthinking, 
especially too much thinking 
about others; what they did 
and why. All of these thoughts 

rob the mind of its inherent se-
renity as they create negative 
vibrations and feelings and 
cause us to overreact.

Too much thinking is like 
eating too much. The heavi-
ness makes it impossible to 
remain light and flexible.

We get stuck on little things 
and gradually the little things 
become huge things which we 
cannot shake off.

Overthinking is the biggest 
cause of our unhappiness and 
tiredness.

‘When we meet people, at 
what frequency do we con-
nect? Level 1- physical ap-
pearance. Level 2-their posi-
tion and possessions. Level 3 
- their vibrations. Let us shift 

our focus from how they look 
and how much they have, to 
how their energy feels.’ – B.K. 
Shivani.

Life is like an echo. What 
thoughts you send out come 
back. What you sow, you reap. 
What you give, you get. What 
you see in others exists in you. 
The task of this time is to cre-
ate a pure world, beginning 
with the world inside and then 
that will purify the world out-
side. Spirituality is not about 
doing something or becoming 
someone. It is about being who 
you truly are.
Chirya Yvonne Risely is a Rajyoga 
meditation teacher, based at the 
Brahma Kumaris Peace Village 
Retreat Center, USA.
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Let there be peace on 
earth -- and let it be-
gin with me. There will 
be peace on earth when 
there is peace in the 
hearts and minds of hu-
man beings. When I make 
the effort to forgive, to let 
go, to offer generously ~ 
I contribute to peace on 
earth. Today let peace be-
gin with me.

A thought 
for todAy

Passing judgement on oth-
ers sometimes seems like a 
national or global pastime. 

It takes very little for a conversa-
tion to turn to criticism of some-
one or another. Even given that 
people appear to be behaving in 
ever more outlandish ways, this 
habit of judging and criticising 
helps no-one, and must have a 
root cause.

From my own experience, I 
think the root cause of the habit 
is a lack of self-respect. There is 
a psychological or spiritual need 
at work here. Just as our bodies 
need good health, our psyche 
is the same. To function well 
in the world, we need a strong 
self-identity. When that inner 
strength is lacking, the ego tends 
to try to fill the gap by focusing 
on the weaknesses in others. 

When people feel judged, they 
begin to feel a fear of engaging 
and resentment tends to build 
up, all of which blocks real and 
valuable communication.

When we give respect and re-
gard to others, it is like oiling 
the wheels of life, and things run 

more smoothly. However, there 
is also an actual physical effect 
on our health when we treat oth-
ers with respect. If we could see 
our face when we think of some-
one with love and appreciation, 
or again, with annoyance and 
criticism, there is a vast contrast. 

Those expressions are just an 
outward signal of what is go-
ing on inside. Depending on the 
strength of feeling, billions of 
cells in our body may be affected.  

When we experience positive 
feelings, the vibration is healthy 
and sustaining, and those vibra-

tions of thought reach not only 
the one in question but also the 
atmosphere, and thereby any 
others around us. Seeing and 
dwelling on weaknesses in oth-
ers makes our bodies go into a 
defensive mode. It does not help 
others, and if it keeps being re-

peated inside me, it will become 
part of my brain circuitry, lim-
iting my capacity to love and 
thrive.  

We do, though, need to see the 
reality of a situation, and not live 
in some imaginary world of well-
being. We need to be discrimi-
nating in our dealings with oth-
ers. Otherwise, disillusionment, 
mistrust and cynicism will set 
in – which is the price of naivety. 
Innocence is pure and powerful, 
and has the ability to see yet not 
to see, and discriminate without 
judgement. Krishnamurti said: 
“The ability to observe without 
evaluating is the highest form of 
human intelligence.” 

Throughout the years of study-
ing of Rajyoga, I have learnt that 
the root of the habit of being 
judgemental is a false conscious-
ness of who I am. It is when I de-
fine myself according to what I 
do and what I own and all the re-
lationships in my life, rather than 
the inner being that performs 
those roles, that I feel entitled to 
pass judgement on others.  

Once we have understood what 
is going on, we can deal with the 
tendency and reverse it.  We can 
choose to feel good on the inside, 
regardless of what is happen-
ing on the outside. The power 
to do this consistently comes 

when I shift from defining my-
self through the physical aspects 
of existence to an awareness of 
myself as a pure spirit.  I may not 
be operating at 100 per cent pu-
rity of spirit yet, but each one of 
us, in fact, started out that way. 
Still more powerful is the under-
standing that we are all offspring 
of a divine source of pure con-
sciousness.

It takes practice to see the self 
as the pure being within. When 
I adopt this positive awareness, 
then this awareness affects my 
habitual attitude, and ultimately 
how I see others. I am able to 
start focusing on their strengths, 
and appreciating the differences 
between us. I begin to see the real 
good in every person, and even 
have the faith that every circum-
stance holds some benefit, even 
though I may not be able to see it 
at the time. 

It is not a question of trying to 
be better than I am, which im-
plies being judgmental towards 
the self. It is more a matter of 
adopting the feeling of being 
much better than I thought I 
was! When I allow love to inform 
my life, I thrive.

Neville Hodgkinson is a UK-based 
author and journalist, and a  
long-time student of Rajyoga.

The unhelpful habiT of being judgemenTal  
faulTfinding

Neville hodgkiNsoN

Time is the most power-
ful factor that affects 
our life. Time never 

stops, and people, places 
and circumstances change 
as time goes by. There is a 
right time for everything, 
and when we act according 
to the time, the desired result 
is achieved easily.

As farmers know, there is 
a time to sow, a time to wa-
ter crops, and a time to har-
vest the produce. The best 
of seeds sown at the wrong 
time will only produce disap-
pointment. In our life too we 
act according to time. A baby 
cries, babbles, plays, sleeps 

and does little else, but that 
is alright, for the infant is not 
expected to do otherwise. 

But as the baby grows up, 
its behaviour and activities 
change. It goes to school, 
learns to interact with oth-
ers, and becomes more 
aware of the world. As time 
passes, the child matures, 
enters adulthood and learns 
still newer things, including 
how to manage one’s feelings 
and deal with the emotions 
of others. 

In every phase of life, we 
face situations specific to 
that phase. Some of the ex-
periences of an earlier time 
are not repeated later in 
life, as they were linked to a 
particular time or place. We 
cannot relive those experi-
ences even if we want to. An 
old man cannot become his 
infant self again, just as a tree 
cannot become the sapling it 
was years ago.

However, as we can see 
as we watch the cycles of 
nature, time is cyclical. Day 
turns into night, only for a 

new day to dawn, and the 
seasons occur one after the 
other, each playing its role in 
sustaining the planet’s eco-
logical balance. When sum-
mer gives way to autumn 
and then winter, we cannot 
hope to have summer dur-
ing winter. But summer will 
arrive again at the right time, 
after the cold winter has 

passed.  
Because we ignore this fact, 

we often fail in our attempts 
to set things right. We at-
tempt to stop time moving 
forward or to bring back an 
earlier time that was more 
desirable, but it is impos-
sible to bring back the past 
because time moves forward, 
not backwards.

An old building can be re-
paired to extend its life, but 
it cannot be made new as 
everything in it is subject to 
the ravages of time. But once 
the building has reached the 
end of its useful life, it can be 
pulled down to build a new 
one in its place. 

Similarly, a tree cannot 
become a sapling, but it pro-

duces seeds from which a 
sapling emerges and grows 
into a new tree.

An old man also cannot 
become a youth in the same 
life. But after his death, the 
soul will take birth in a new 
body as a baby, which will go 
through youth, adulthood 
and old age before passing 
away to be reborn again.

The world similarly passes 
through various stages in the 
cycle of time, which begins 
with a time when everything 
was perfect and people lived 
in harmony with each other 
and nature.

Gradually, as time went by, 
the quality of human souls, 
and consequently their ac-
tions, deteriorated. The new-
ness and goodness faded, 
and so did the joy of life. As 
souls became weaker, vices 
began to influence them, 
and they experienced un-
ease, sorrow, guilt and fear. 
In the final epoch in the cycle 
of time, called the Iron Age 
or Kaliyug, souls are at their 
weakest, and are in bondage 
to vices. Their actions - self-
ish, cruel, and dishonest - re-
flect this bondage. The result 
of those actions is the world 
we see around us, with its 
myriad problems.

Universal peace, prosper-
ity and happiness cannot be 
brought about in this world 
when the consciousness re-
quired for that does not exist 

in the majority of people. The 
world can again become the 
peaceful and happy place it 
once was, but only after a 
process of renewal. Just as a 
dilapidated building needs 
to be demolished to build 
a new one, everything that 
is old will have to be swept 
away for this world to be 
made new. Temporary fixes 
and piecemeal solutions can 
only extend the life of the old 
world with all its baggage of 
problems, and not create a 
new one.

This renewal happens 
as the wheel of time turns, 
starting a new cycle with the 
dawn of what is often called 
the Golden Age. So, instead 
of making futile attempts to 
perpetuate the old, we can 
work with time and usher in 
the Golden Age by acquiring 
the qualities that will create 
a new world of purity, peace, 
truth and bliss.
B.K. Asha is Director of the 
Brahma Kumaris’ Om Shanti 
Retreat Centre in Gurugram, 
Haryana.

undersTanding Time
ineviTable

B.k. AshA

Let our vibrations touch people’s hearts
essence

ChiryA yvoNNe risely

Renewal is inevitable as the wheel of time turns - we can be its agents, and benefit from it, when we understand this fact.

When I see myself as the pure being within, this awareness affects how I see others.

What thoughts you send out come back - what you sow, you reap.

Words spoken from the head rarely touch the 
hearts of others and are soon forgotten. The 
solution lies in my vibrations touching the hearts 
of others. When I, the soul, speak with my heart 
as well as my head and fill my words with love, 
then every heart will receive and understand.
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PRESTIGIOUS EVENT

Harmanpreet Singh to lead Indian 
team for Hockey World Cup 2023

The wait is finally over as 
Hockey India on Friday an-
nounced the 18-member team 
who will represent India at 
the prestigious FIH Odisha 
Hockey Men’s World Cup 
2023 Bhubaneswar-Rourke-
la. The Indian team grouped 
in pool D along with England, 
Spain and Wales will begin 
their campaign on 13th Janu-
ary 2023 in the newly built 
Birsa Munda Hockey Sta-
dium in Rourkela. Ace drag-
flicker Harmanpreet Singh 
has been named the Captain 
of the squad with Amit Rohi-
das as the Vice Captain.

The team, strategically se-
lected after two-day trials in 
SAI Centre, Bengaluru where 
33 players were put to test, 
features a good mix of experi-
enced and young players who 
will vie to end India’s wait to 
stand on the podium in the 
prestigious event.

Krishan B Pathak and PR 
Sreejesh, who will be playing 

his fourth World Cup - his 
third on home soil, have been 
chosen as goalkeepers while 
the Indian team’s defence 
will be spearheaded by the 
Captain Harmanpreet Singh 
along with Vice Captain Amit 
Rohidas, Surender Kumar, 
Varun Kumar, Jarmanpreet 
Singh and Nilam Sanjeep 
Xess.

The midfield will see the re-
turn of young prodigy Vivek 
Sagar Prasad, who missed 
the recent tour of Australia 
as well as the FIH Hockey 
Pro League due to an ankle 

injury. He will be joined by 
Manpreet Singh, Hardik 
Singh, Nilakanta Sharma, 
Shamsher Singh and the ex-
perienced Akashdeep Singh.

The forward line will 
feature Mandeep Singh, 
Lalit Kumar Upadhyay and 
youngsters Abhishek and 
Sukhjeet Singh who continue 
to impress after making their 
debut earlier this year. The 
two alternate players chosen 
are Rajkumar Pal and Jugraj 
Singh.

Talking about the team 
selection, Chief Coach Gra-

ham Reid said, “The World 
Cup is the most important 
“Hockey Only” tournament 
there is. A home World Cup 
puts extra importance and 
extra pressure on this event 
like no other. Every country 
chooses the best team they be-
lieve is available to them at the 
time and tries to provide their 
team with the best prepara-
tion they can. We have also 
tried to do both with the se-
lection of our Indian World 
Cup team, choosing a mixture 
of experienced and younger 
exciting players who can pro-
vide something special.”

“We have also had a great 
preparation over the last 
two months including a 
home Pro League series and 
a very tough tour to Austra-
lia against the World’s No.1. 
We are looking forward to 
getting to Odisha and put 
the finishing touches to our 
preparations for what will 
be an exciting and challeng-
ing tournament ahead,” Reid 
stated.
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Wicket-keeper bat-
ter Rishabh Pant 
and Shreyas Iyer 

knocks guided India to 314 all 
out giving them 87run lead in 
the first innings of the second 
test here at the Shere Bangla 
National Stadium, Dhaka. 
Resuming post tea session 
at 226/4, India went on to go 
past Bangladesh team’s total 
of 227 runs to take the first 
innings lead. Rishabh Pant 
and Shreyas Iyer notched 
up 150-run partnership 
and India’s total too went 
past 250-run mark.

The 159-run partnership 
was broken by Mehidy 
Hasan Miraz as he dis-
missed dangerous Pant for 
93 caught behind by wick-
et-keeper Nurul Hasan as 
India lost their fifth wicket 
for 253. Axar Patel walked 
out to bat but could not last 
long as he was dismissed by 
Shakib Al Hasan caught by 
Najmul Hossain Shanto 
for 4 as India lost its sixth 
wicket for 264.

Shakib struck again this 
time getting the prized scalp 

of Iyer leg before wicket for 
87 as India lost its seventh 
wicket for 271. 

Ravichandran Ashwin 
also became Shakib’s vic-
tim as he dismissed him 
leg before for 12 and India 
lost their eighth wicket for 
286. Jaydev Unadkat and 
Umesh Yadav managed to 
take India’s total beyond 
300-run mark.

Taijul Islam broke the 
Unadkat-Yadav partnership 
and also bagged his fourth 
wicket. Shakib too bagged 

his fourth wicket as he dis-
missed Mohammed Siraj 
for 7 as India was bowled 
out for 314 taking a lead 
of 87 runs in first innings. 
Bangladesh openers Najmul 
Hossain Shanto and Zakir 
Hasan came out to bat and 
ensured that there was no 
damage as the hosts were 
7 for no loss going into 
stumps.

Earlier resuming the day 
at it at 19/0, Shubman Gill 
(14*) and KL Rahul (3*) were 
extremely conservative in 

the morning.
Both batters found run-

scoring difficult as the 
Bangladeshi bowlers were 
brilliant with their lines and 
lengths on a difficult pitch 
that aided the bowlers.

The bowlers kept probing 
and finally got rid of stand-
in captain KL Rahul in the 
14th over. Taijul found the 
right-hander in front of the 
wicket and ended the bat-
ter’s scratchy stay at the 
crease for just 10 runs.

Gill also followed his cap-

tain to the pavilion, getting 
dismissed in a similar fash-
ion for 20 runs.

Virat Kohli and Pujara 
then steadied the innings 
and were looking confident 
against the Bangladeshi 
bowlers. But then Taijul 
struck for the third time to 
dismiss Pujara for 24 runs. 
The wicket reduced India 
to 72/3. The left-arm spin-
ner Taijul Islam dismissed 
KL Rahul, Shubhman Gill 
and Cheteshwar Pujara to 
hand the advantage to the 
the hosts.

Rishabh Pant played his 
shots from the moment he 
set foot on the crease while 
Virat made sure that India 
walked into lunch with no 
further hiccups. The spin-
ners produced some tidy 
overs in tandem and re-
strained scoring as Taijul 
emerged as the session’s top 
bowler by taking all three 
wickets.

Virat was unbeaten on 18 
runs while Pant made 14 
before the umpires called 
the lunch break, with In-
dia at 86/3. Resuming post 
lunch session at 86/3 India 
got off to a worst possible 

start losing Virat Kohli for 
24 by Taskin Ahmed caught 
behind by wicket-keeper 
Nurul Hasan to leave India 
tottering at 94/4. Shreyas 
Iyer walked out to bat and 
along with wicket-keeper 
batter Pant took India’s total 
beyond triple-figure mark.

Pant continued to bat in 
his trademark aggressive 
style alongwith Iyer as 
the duo struck a fifty-run 
partnership to guide India 
beyond 150-run mark.

Southpaw Pant also 
notched up his 12th half-
century in just 49 balls. 
The Pant-Iyer pair looked 
unstoppable to take their 
partnership beyond triple-
figure mark in 116 balls and 
in process India went past 
200-run mark.

Iyer too batted aggressive-
ly to score his half-century 
of just 60 balls. India man-
aged to score 226/4 going 
into Tea break trailing Ban-
gladesh by just one run with 
six wickets in hand.

Brief Scores: Bangladesh 
227/10 and 7/0; India 314/10 
(Rishabh Pant 93, Shreyas 
Iyer 87; Taijul Islam 4-74, 
Shakib Al Hasan 4/79)

SECOND TEST
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 India’s Shreyas Iyer celebrates his half-century with Rishabh Pant during the Day 2 of the 2nd Test 
match between Bangladesh and India, at Shere Bangla National Stadium, in Dhaka on Friday. 

RISHABH PANT, IYER HELP INDIA TAKE 
FIRST INNINGS LEAD ON DAY 2

LENGTHY VACATION

MEG LANNING TO RETURN AS CAPTAIN 
FOR PAKISTAN SERIES

Meg Lanning will return to 
lead Australia in the ODI 
series against Pakistan 
next month after taking a 
lengthy vacation from the 
sport. She also seems set 
to be available for the T20 
World Cup in February.

Alyssa Healy, who as-
sumed the captaincy for 
the most recent tour of In-
dia, will not play in the se-
ries due to a calf injury she 
sustained in Mumbai. The 
keeping duty will be taken 
up by Beth Mooney. Fol-
lowing the Commonwealth 
Games in August, Lanning 
took a leave of absence for 
personal reasons. As a re-
sult, she missed the WBBL 
and the five T20I matches 
in India.

Lanning wrote a post on 
Instagram on her experi-
ences over the previous 
five months shortly after 

the squad’s announcement.
“Sometimes you just have 

to hit pause, step back and 
take a breather. That’s cer-
tainly what I needed. The 
past 6 months have taught 
me a lot. I’ve learnt so much 
about myself and who and 
what is important to me. 
I’ve always played my cards 
pretty close to my chest. 
This experience has given 
me a greater appreciation of 

how opening up and talk-
ing to the people that care 
about you really can make 
the tough times feel easier. 
It’s ok to ask for help and 
admit that you don’t have 
everything under control. 
Having enjoyed some time 
and space, I feel refreshed 
and ready to play the game 
that I love in teams that I 
love. It’s such an exciting 
time for the game and I 

can’t wait to be part of it,” 
the Aussie captain wrote.

Jess Jonassen has been 
added, although she must 
establish her fitness after 
suffering a hamstring in-
jury in India.

“Meg brings so much to 
the side both on and off the 
field, and it’s pleasing to 
welcome her back at such 
an important time with the 
T20 World Cup just over 
a month away. While we 
welcome Meg back, Alyssa 
won’t have recovered from 
her calf injury in time, so 
that presents an oppor-
tunity for Beth to take the 
gloves in her absence,” 
said Shawn Flegler, the 
national selector as quoted 
by ESPNcricinfo. The T20I 
squad has included Kim 
Garth and Phoebe Litch-
field, but Heather Graham, 
who scored a hat-trick in 
the last game, Grace Harris, 
and Amanda-Jade Welling-
ton have been left out.

Meg Lanning 

Indian Men’s Hockey team. 

THRILLING CLASH

MANCHESTER CITY EDGE LIVERPOOL 3-2 TO 
SAIL INTO CARABAO CUP QUARTERFINALS

Manchester City defeated 
Liverpool 3-2 in a thrilling 
match on Thursday at the 
Etihad, earning a spot in the 
Carabao Cup quarterfinals.

Erling Haaland continued 
his brilliance and connect-
ed with Kevin De Bruyne’s 
cross to volley it into the 
goal and give his team an 
early lead just 10 minutes 
into the game. In the 20th 
minute, Fabio Carvalho, a 
midfielder for Liverpool, 
equalised by putting a pass 
from James Milner past Ste-
fan Ortega, the goalkeeper 
for City.

Riyad Mahrez’s brilliantly 
timed shot that struck the 
bottom corner of the net 
gave City the lead once more 
minutes after the break.

The drama continued as 
following a short corner 
play from City with De 
Bruyne swinging the ball 
into the box as defender Na-
than Ake peeled off around 
the back to head the ball 
past goalkeeper Caoimhin 
Kelleher.

Despite efforts from Salah 

and Nunez, Liverpool 
couldn’t equalise for a third 
time as City hung on to book 
their place in the quarterfi-
nals.

Jurgen Klopp was left 
wondering why VAR wasn’t 
available in the Carabao 
Cup until the semifinals, 
with the Liverpool coach 

saying Haaland looked 
offside before scoring the 
opener.

“We have VAR, the ref-
erees are used to VAR. 
The technology is here, 
why shouldn’t we use it? 
We worked hard, we did 
good stuff. It was not good 
enough for tonight but it’s 
City at their home ground, it 
will always be an incredibly 
difficult game,” exclaimed 
Klopp as quoted by ESPN.

In their first game back 
following the World Cup 
break, City coach Pep Guar-
diola and his rival Klopp 
went with strong lineups.

Although Julian Alvarez, 
the team’s standout striker, 
was not present because he 
was still in Argentina cele-
brating his nation’s victory, 
the hosts fielded six players 
who had played in Qatar.
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Erling Haaland celebrating with teammates.

 MONUMENTAL LANDMARK

Pujara reaches 7000 
runs in test cricket, 
goes past Bradman

Indian batter Cheteshwar 
Pujara on Friday reached a 
monumental landmark as he 
went past legend Don Brad-
man’s tally of test runs while 
playing against Bangladesh in 
the first inning of the second 
test here at Shere Bangla Na-
tional Stadium, Dhaka.

The reliable batter reached 
the tally of 7000 runs in test 
cricket overtaking Bradman’s 
6996 run count while batting 
on Day 2 of the ongoing sec-
ond test against Bangladesh. 
Pujara swept Shakib Al Hasan 
in the 19th over of the day for 

three runs and reached the 
milestone of 7000 test runs.

The right-handed batsman 
became the eighth Indian to 
reach the 7000-run mark in 
test cricket. Sachin Tendulkar, 
Rahul Dravid, Sunil Gavaskar, 
VVS Laxman, Virat Kohli, 
Sourav Ganguly and Virender 
Sehwag are the other batters 
who have achieved this mile-
stone.

He had scored a century 
(102*) in the second inning of 
the first test match, helping 
India set a massive target for 
the hosts. Sachin Tendulkar is 
the leading run scorer in test 
cricket with 15921 runs from 
329 innings.
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Indian batter Cheteshwar Pujara 

India’s ace tennis star Sania Mirza 
will pair up with Kazakhstan’s 
Anna Danilina to compete at the 
Australian Open 2023, which will 
begin on 16 January.

For the first Grand Slam of 2023, 
the Indian tennis player will part-
ner with the World number 11 in the 
world, according to Imran Mirza, 
the tennis star’s father and coach. 
However, Sania Mirza’s participa-
tion in the Australian Open’s mixed 
doubles competition has not yet 
been confirmed.

Sania ranked number 25 in the 
world in the WTA doubles rank-
ings, had intended to give up play-
ing competitive tennis after the 2022 
season, but later changed her mind.

The Indian tennis player is pres-
ently competing in the World Ten-
nis League, which is taking place in 
Dubai.

Former number 1 in the world 

in women’s doubles, Sania Mirza, 
reached the finals of the WTA 500 
Charleston Open and the WTA 
250 Strasbourg Open in 2022. She 
participated in six other women’s 
doubles semifinals in addition to 
two finals.

An achievement of Sania for the 
year was reaching the Wimbledon 
2022 mixed doubles semifinals with 
her Croatian partner Mate Pavic. 
Saina, 36, made her first Grand 
Slam semifinal appearance in five 
years.

Sania has won two Australian 
Open championships in her career, 
one in women’s doubles with Mar-
tina Navratilova and the other in 
mixed doubles with Mahesh Bhu-
pathi in 2009.

At the Australian Open 2022, Sa-
nia Mirza paired with Nadiia Kiche-
nok in women’s doubles and was 
knocked out in the first round. She 
teamed up with USA’s Rajeev Ram 
in the mixed doubles and made it to 
the quarter-finals. 

 WOMEN’S DOUBLES

Sania Mirza to pair up with Anna 
Danilina for Australian Open 2023
TDG NETWORK
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India’s ace tennis star Sania Mirza. 



sports16 the daily guardian review
saturday |  24 december 2022
new delhi

England all-rounder 
Sam Curran has been 
sold to Punjab Kings 

at a record Rs 18.50 crore for 
the upcoming Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) season in 
2023 on Friday.

Chris Morris was sold to 
Rajasthan Royals for Rs 
16.25 crore in 2021.

Sam Curran entered at 
INR 2 crore. Mumbai In-
dians (MI) made the first 
move for Curran. And the 
bidding war begins be-
tween MI and Royal Chal-
lengers Bangalore (RCB). 
Frenetic raising of paddles 
at both tables as the bid 
zooms up to Rs 6 crore.

The bid kept going back 
and forth between MI and 
Rajasthan Royals (RR). RR 
was back in the lead at Rs 
11.5 crore. MI tapped out.

Chennai Super Kings 
(CSK) then jumped in with 
Rs 11.75 crore bid. Both MS 
Dhoni and Stephen Flem-
ing back to Curran to per-

form any role at CSK.
PBKS also bid for Sam 

Curran, Punjab was Cur-
ran’s first franchise in the 
IPL.

The bid quickly zoomed 
past Rs 15 crore with CSK 
taking the lead at Rs 15.25 
crore.

PBKS raised the paddle as 
the bidding war continued.

Lucknow Super Giants 
(LSG) jumped in at Rs 15.75 
crore. They need to fill the 
Holder-sized void. The 
bid touched Rs 16.5 crore. 
Sam Curran has fetched 
the highest-ever bid at an 

IPL auction. Talking about 
Curran’s performance, he 
was the second-highest 
wicket-taker in T20 World 
Cup this year with a total of 
13 scalps, with best bowling 

figures of 5/10.
The 24-year-old is also 

a solid batter, with 1,731 
T20I runs in 109 innings 
at an average of 20.85 and 
nine fifties. 

 2023 AUCTION
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SAM CURRAN BECOMES HIGHEST 
BIDDING PLAYER IN IPL HISTORY

England all-rounder Sam Curran

ALL-TIME HIGHEST BIDDING PLAYERS  
IN IPL 

IPL 2022 – Ishan Kishan Rs 15.25 crore

IPL 2021- Chris Morris Rs.16.25 crore

IPL 2020- Pat Cummins Rs.15.5 crore

IPL 2019- Jaydev Unadkat, 
Varun Chakravarthy

Rs.8.4 crore

IPL 2018- Ben Stokes Rs. 12.5 crore

IPL 2017- Ben Stokes Rs.14.5 crore

IPL 2016- Shane Watson Rs.9.5 crore

IPL 2015- Yuvraj Singh Rs.16 crore

IPL 2014- Yuvraj Singh Rs.14 crore

IPL 2013- Glenn Maxwell Rs.6.3 crore

IPL 2012- Ravindra Jadeja Rs.12.8 crore

IPL 2011- Gautam Gambhir Rs.14.9 crore

IPL 2010- Kieron Pollard, 
Shane Bond

Rs. 4.8 crore

IPL 2009- Kevin Pietersen, 
Andrew Flintoff

Rs.9.8 crore

IPL 2008- MS Dhoni Rs.9.8 crore

BIDDING WAR 

Ben Stokes sold to CSK for 
Rs 16.25 crore

England all-rounder and 
Test captain Ben Stokes 
on Friday has been 
brought by Chennai Su-
per Kings (CSK) for the 
upcoming Indian Premier 
League (IPL) season in 
2023 for INR 16.25 crore.

Stokes entered the Auc-
tion at a INR 2 crore base 
price. Rajasthan Royals 
(RR) raised the paddle 
almost immediately. He’s 
a captaincy candidate as 
well. Royal Challengers 
Bangalore (RCB) com-
peted with RR for Stokes. 
The bid touched 5 
crores 
within 
seconds. 
RR were 
in the bids 
going back 
and forth be-
tween both tables. Royal 
Challengers Bangalore 
(RCB) deliberated and 
asked the auctioneer for a 
moment. RR were in the 
lead at 6.75 crore.

Lucknow Super Giants 
(LSG) dragged the bid 
up to 7 crore. LSG and 

Sunrisers Hyderabad 
(SRH) were locked in a 
fresh bidding war 
for Stokes. SRH 
need a captain 
and they were 
frenetic bidding 
f o r  S t o ke s . 
LSG snatched 
the lead at 14 
crores.

CSK entered 
the bid at 15.25. 
Stokes has worked 
with Dhoni and Flem-
ing at Rising Pune 
Super Giant. CSK 
however showed 
some fierceness 
as they bought 
England 
skipper for 
16.25 crore. 

Stokes is the most 
expensive player 
ever for CSK, sur-
passing Deepak 
Chahar.

Th is  En gl ish 
all-rounder has 
delivered match-

winning performances 
for England in big match-

es, having played 
match-winning 
knocks  for 
his country 
in the 2019 
World Cup, 
the Heading-

ley Ashes Test 
in 2019 and the 

2 0 2 2  T 2 0 
World Cup. 
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UPCOMING TALENT

Cameron Green bought by MI 
for Rs 17.5 crore

Australian all-rounder 
Cameron Green was bought 
by five-time champions 
Mumbai Indians (MI) for 
INR 17.5 crore in the ongo-
ing Indian Premier League 
(IPL) auction in Kochi on 
Friday.

The young Aussie all-
rounder caused a heavy 
bidding war between 
Mumbai Indians and Delhi 
Capitals (DC). Things ended 
with five-time champions 
prevailing and picking up 
Green. “Cameron Green 
is SOLD to @mipaltan for 
INR 17.5 Crore #TATAI-
PLAuction | @TataCompa-
nies,” tweeted IPL.

This 23-year-old Western 
Australian all-rounder is 
his country’ one of most 
exciting up-and-coming 
talents. With age and his 
all-round capabilities, he 
would surely be an asset for 
any side. His two quickfire 
fifties as an opener against 
India in three-match series 
this year as an opener made 

him a star to watch out for. 
He has played 21 T20Is 
across which he has scored 
245 runs with two fifties 
and has taken five wickets.

In-form Zimbabwe all-
rounder Sikandar Raza was 
brought by Punjab Kings 

on his base price of INR 50 
Lakh.

“Sikandar Raza from 
Zimbabwe is next with a 
base price of INR 50 Lakh. 
Opening bid from Punjab 
Kings and he is SOLD to 
Punjab Kings,” tweeted 

IPL.
Raza is in superb form this 

year, having scored 735 runs 
in 24 matches across 23 in-
nings at an average of 35.00, 
with five fifties. He has also 
taken 25 wickets this year. 
He also performed well in 
T20 WC this year, scoring 
219 runs in 8 matches, with 
one fifty. He also took 10 
wickets in the tournament. 
They finished at the 11th 
spot in the tournament.

West Indies all-rounder 
Jason Holder was sold to 
Rajasthan Royals for INR 
5.75 crore.

“Jason Holder is SOLD to 
Rajasthan Royals for INR 
5.75 Crore,” tweeted IPL.

In 49 T20Is, Holder has 
scored 385 runs at an aver-
age of 15.40. He has also tak-
en 51 wickets in the format.

Another West Indies all-
rounder Odean Smith, with 
a base price of INR 50 Lakh 
was brought by Gujarat Ti-
tans.

“Odean Smith is up next 
with a base price of INR 50 
Lakh and is sold to @guja-
rat_titans,” tweeted IPL.
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Australian all-rounder Cameron Green 

 DIP IN FORM

SRH secure Mayank for Rs 8.25 crore, 
Rahane bought by CSK for Rs 50 lakh

India batter Mayank Agar-
wal was acquired by Sunris-
ers Hyderabad for INR 8.25 
crore in the ongoing Indian 
Premier League 2023 Auc-
tion on Friday.

India batter Mayank 
Agarwal asked for bids at 1 
crore. In the auction Chen-
nai Super Kings (CSK) en-
tered the fray, with the bid 
at 3.4 Crore. SRH entered 
the bid with 4 Crore. Hyder-
abad then improved their 
bid with 5.75 Crore. The 
bids crossed 7 Crore. SRH 
bid at 8.25 Crore, which was 
also set as the selling price. 
Mayank Agarwal to SRH 
8.25 Crore.

Picked up by Punjab 
Kings in 2018, Mayank was 
a mainstay of its top order 
and scored consistently in 
2019 (332 runs), 2020 (424 
runs) and 2021 (441 runs). 
In 2022 season, he took over 
the team’s captaincy from 
KL Rahul. But his form 
faced a major dip, with him 
being able to score only 196 
runs in 13 matches at an av-
erage of 16.33, with one fifty. 

After this season, he was 
released. This was in stark 
contrast with his numbers 
in 2020 and 2021, in which 
he scored 424 and 441 runs 
respectively for the team.

“Congratulations to @ma-
yankcricket who will play 
for the @SunRisers SRH 

fans - what do you guys 
make of this buy?,” tweeted 
IPL.

England batter Harry 
Brook has been bought by 
the Sunrisers Hyderabad 
(SRH) for the upcoming 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) season in 2023 for Rs 

13.25 crores. “Phew! That 
was fierce England’s Harry 
Brook is SOLD for INR 
13.25 Crore to @SunRisers 
W.O.W,” tweeted IPL.  

Indian middle-order bat-
ter Ajinkya Rahane was 
bought by Chennai Super 
Kings (CSK) on his base 
price of INR 50 lakh during 
the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) 2023 auction on Fri-
day.

“Ajinkya Rahane is next 
with a base price of INR 50 
Lakh and he is SOLD to @
ChennaiIPL,” tweeted IPL. 
Indian middle-order batter 
Ajinkya Rahane scored a 
double-century in Mum-
bai’s Ranji Trophy 2022-23 
match against Hyderabad 
on Wednesday.

The batter played a knock 
of 204 off 261 balls, which 
consisted of 26 boundaries 
and three sixes. He played 
his knock at the strike rate 
of 78.16. He was dismissed 
by Tanay Thyagarajan. 
The batter played a knock 
of 204 off 261 balls, which 
consisted of 26 boundaries 
and three sixes. He played 
his knock at the strike rate 
of 78.16. 
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 HEATED CONTEST

NICHOLAS POORAN SOLD TO LUCKNOW 
SUPER GIANTS FOR RS 16 CRORE
West Indies wicket-keeper 
batter Nicholas Pooran has 
been brought by Lucknow 
Super Giants (LSG) for INR 
16 crore in the ongoing In-
dian Premier League (IPL) 
auction in Kochi on Friday.

West Indies wicket-keep-
er batter caused a heavy 
bidding war between LSG 
and Delhi Capitals (DC). 
Things ended with Luc-
know picking up Pooran. 
Pooran entered the bid 
with a base price of INR 2 
Crore.

Bid for Nicholas Pooran 
crossed 4 crore in a quick 
manner. Delhi Capitals and 
Rajasthan Royals were in a 
heated contest for him. The 
bid crossed 6 crore. Both 
RR and DC were adamant 
about going for Pooran and 

that sees the bid went over 
8 crore. LSG joined the bid-
ding party with a bid of 7.5 
crores. LSG seem to be go-
ing for it, and DC think in 
between. With a bid of 16 
crores, Lucknow claimed 
Pooran’s services for the 
upcoming IPL.

Talking about Pooran, 
he has played 256 match-
es, and 234 innings and 
slammed 4,942 runs with 
an average of 24.95. He has 
one century, 27 fifties.

On the other England’s 
fearless striker Phil Salt 
with a T20 strike rate of 
150 has been brought by 
DC bid for him for INR 2 
crores. Salt has a strike rate 
of 150 in T20s, 3,817 runs in 
167 matches with 26 fifties.

Jaydev Unadkat has been 
sold to Lucknow Super Gi-
ants for his base price of 
INR 50 lakh. 
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West Indies wicket-keeper batter Nicholas Pooran 

LEADING RUN-SCORER

HARRY BROOK SOLD TO SRH FOR 13.25 
CRORE, WILLIAMSON GOES TO GT
England batter Harry 
Brook has been bought by 
the Sunrisers Hyderabad 
(SRH) for the upcoming In-
dian Premier League (IPL) 
season in 2023 for Rs 13.25 
crores.

“Phew! That was fierce 
England’s Harry Brook is 
SOLD for INR 13.25 Crore 
to @SunRisers W.O.W,” 
tweeted IPL. Brook recent-
ly emerged as the leading 
run-scorer in the Test se-
ries against Pakistan, scor-
ing 468 runs at an average 
of 93.60, with three centu-
ries and one half-century 
and the best score of 153. 
He was also given the ‘Man 
of the Series’ for his superb 
performance in the longer 
format.

Brook was also given the 
‘Man of the Series’ award 

for his superb show in 
seven-match T20I series 
against the Asian giants 
that took place in Septem-
ber-October as a part of 
the tour. In seven innings, 

he scored 238 runs at an 
average of 79.33, with one 
half-century and the best 
score of 81*.

New Zealand veteran bat-
ter and skipper Kane Wil-

liamson was also bought by 
the defending IPL champi-
ons Gujarat Titans on his 
base price of Rs 2 crore.

“Opening bid with the 
Gujarat Titans for Kane 
Williamson and he is SOLD 
for INR 2 Crore to Gujarat 
Titans #IPLAuction@Tata-
Companies,” tweeted IPL.

Williamson did not have 
a great IPL 2022 with SRH. 
In 13 matches, he could 
score only 216 runs in 13 
matches at an average of 
19.64. Only one fifty came 
out of his bat. His strike rate 
was also extremely sub-par 
at 93.51. He was released by 
the franchise ahead of the 
IPL 2023 auction in No-
vember. In 13 T20Is this 
year, Williamson scored 
443 runs at an average of 
36.91 with three fifties. His 
strike rate however has 
been a little subpar for T20I 
standards, sitting at 118.76.
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England batter Harry Brook 

India batter Mayank Agarwal 


