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SOLDIER LYNCHED FOR PROTESTING 
AGAINST DAUGHTER’S OBSCENE VIDEO

Fresh signs in China: 
Covid is spreading rapidly 

Severe cold wave in North India, 
visibility dips to zero in some places

After China abandoned 
its restrictive “zero Covid” 
policy about two weeks ago, 
regional numbers of infected 
persons with coronavirus 
point to explosive outbreaks 
and overstretched health-
care systems, writes Chang 
Che, Asia technology corre-
spondent for The New York 
Times (NYT). 

However, the intensity and 
magnitude of the country’s 
first nationwide outbreak 
have remained largely a 

mystery as official figures 
from the central government 
remain low. The government 
has a narrow definition of 
which deaths should count 
as caused by Covid. Anec-
dotal evidence, like social 
media postings of hospital 
morgues overcrowded with 
body bags, is quickly taken 
down by censors. 

Now, a picture is emerging 
of the virus spreading like 
wildfire. One province and 
three cities have reported 
Covid estimates far exceed-
ing official tallies in recent 
days, said Chang. 

At a news conference on 
Sunday, an official in Zhe-
jiang Province, home to 65 
million people, estimated 
that daily Covid cases there 
had exceeded one million. 
In the eastern city of Qingd-
ao, population 10 million, a 
health minister said on Fri-
day that there were roughly 
half a million new cases 
each day, a number he ex-
pected would rise sharply in 
the coming days, local news 
sites reported. 

In Dongguan, a city of 
seven million in central  

In a shocking incident, a Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) sol-
dier was reportedly lynched 
to death in Gujarat’s kheda 
as he protested against the 
circulation of his daughter’s 
obscene video. 

The obscene video was re-
portedly posted online by a 
15-year-old boy. 

The First Information Re-
port filed by the police said 

on Saturday night, the jawan, 
with his wife, two sons and 
nephew, had gone to the 
teen’s house.

But members of his family 
started abusing them. When 
he objected to that, the group 
attacked his family, read a 
rough translation of the FIR. 
He was got severely injured 
in the attack and soon suc-
cumbed to his injuries. The 
incident took place on Satur-
day night. A police complaint 
has been filed in the matter.

Along with the BSF sol-
dier, his wife, two sons and 
nephew had also gone to the 
15-year-old boy’s home. Nota-
bly, the boy and the soldier’s 
girl study in the same school. 
They were reportedly in a re-
lationship. The boy shot the 
obscene video of the girl and 
posted it online.

After the soldier’s death, 
the boy’s family fled from 
the spot. A detailed investi-
gation has been initiated into 
the matter. 

North India is in a grip of 
cold wave conditions as tem-
peratures plummet making 
life difficult for the people. 
In the plains of North In-

dia, the lowest minimum 
temperature of 0.0 degree 
Celcius was reported over 
Rajasthan’s Churu, accord-
ing to India Metrological 
Department.

As biting cold conditions 
engulfed entire North In-

dia, fog and poor visibility 
remained a severe cause of 
concern on Monday. Fog 
leading to poor visibility has 
continued to disrupt road, 
train, and air traffic. 

Th e  de s e r t  s t at e  o f  

3 DRUNK YOUTHS 
ATTACKED 
BY TIGER IN 
NAINITAL, ONE 
DEAD
NAINITAL: Three 
drunk youths were 
allegedly attacked by 
a tiger in Ramnagar 
in Nainital, leav-
ing one dead and 
two more seriously 
injured. The incident 
happened in the 
area between Mohan 
and Dhangarhi area 
which is adjacent to 
the Corbett National 
Park. The deceased 
was identified as 
Nafees, while the two 
survivors were identi-
fied as Mohammed 
Shami and Ravi Negi. 
The three allegedly 
drank in the Mohan 
area, where they had 
gone for a walk. 

13, INCLUDING 
THREE FOREST 
STAFF, INJURED 
IN  LEOPARD  
ATTACK 
JORHAT: At least 13 
people, including 
three forest staff, were 
injured after being 
attacked by a leopard 
in Assam’s Jorhat 
district, police said on 
Monday.The incident 
occurred around 
Rain Forest Research 
Institute located at 
Chenijan near Teok 
in Jorhat district. Su-
perintendent of Police 
of Jorhat district, 
Mohan Lal Meena, 
told news agency that 
13 persons, including 
three forest staff, were 
injured in the attack.

TOP OF THE DAY

P5

P5

P5

P5

TDG NETWORK 
BEIJING

TDG NETWORK
KHEDA

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Mask compulsory in 
Karnataka schools, facilities 
to be ramped up in Delhi 

In the wake of a surge in 
Covid cases in several coun-
tries, states across the coun-
try have started tightening 

covid norms to contain any 
wave. Massive pre-emptive 
measures are being taken by 
the administrations and gov-
ernments in various states. 

Wearing masks have been 
made compulsory inside 

restaurants, pubs, theatre 
halls, schools and colleges 
in Karnataka. State Health 
Minister K. Sudhakar said 
to news agency, “There’s no 
need to panic. But we have 
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STATES TIGHTEN NORMS 

SIX AIR TRAVELLERS TESTED COVID 
POSITIVE AT DELHI, KOLKATA AIRPORTS

A total of six air travellers were on Monday 
tested positive for the Coronavirus infection 
at the Delhi and Kolkata airports. Four 
international travellers from Myanmar 
tested positive at the Delhi airport while two 
persons returning from abroad have tested 
positive at the Kolkata airport. The Genome 
sequencing of their samples is being done, 
the sources said. 
“Four of the 690 Covid-19 sample tests of 

the International travellers from Myanmar 
at Delhi Airport have tested positive for the 
infection. The infected persons have been ad-
mitted at the Dr Ram Manohar Lohia Hospi-
tal (RML) hospital in Delhi and their samples 
have been taken for genome sequencing,” 
people aware of the matter said. 

Four foreign nationals who came to attend 
the religious preaching of Tibetan Spiritual 
Leader Dalai Lama at Bihar’s Gaya have been 
found to be Covid positive raising fears of a 
surge in the number of Covid cases at the 
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Protection and prevention 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi wears a face mask after 
addressing at the ‘Veer Baal Diwas’ programme, at Major 

Dhyanchand Stadium, in New Delhi on Monday.  ANI

In a phone call to Prime 
Minister  Narendra 
Modi, Ukrainian Presi-

dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
on Monday sought India’s 
help in the implementation 
of a peace formula with Rus-
sia. “I had a phone call with 
PM Modi & wished him a 
successful G20 presidency. 
It was on this platform that I 
announced the peace formu-
la and now I count on India’s 
participation in its imple-
mentation. I also thanked 
for humanitarian aid and 
support in the UN,” tweeted 
the Ukrainian President. 

PM Modi, in turn, strongly 
reiterated his call for an im-
mediate cessation of hostili-
ties, saying that both sides 

should revert to dialogue 
and diplomacy to find a last-
ing solution to their differ-
ences, read Prime Minister’s 
Office press release. He also 
conveyed India’s support 
for any peace efforts and as-
sured India’s commitment 
to continue providing hu-
manitarian assistance for the 
affected civilian population, 
added the release.

Zelenskyy had earlier spo-
ken about a 10-point peace 
plan that was aimed at end-
ing the “aggressive Russian 
war...justly and on the basis 
of the UN Charter and inter-
national law”. The 10 points 
included nuclear safety, food 
security, energy security, re-
lease of all prisoners and 
deportees, restoration of 
Ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity, withdrawal of Russian 

troops and cessation of hos-
tilities, prevention of escala-
tion and confirmation of the 
end of the war. 

During their last phone 
conversation on 4 October, 
the Prime Minister had em-
phasised the importance In-
dia attaches to the safety and 
security of nuclear installa-
tions, including in Ukraine. 
He had said that endanger-
ing nuclear facilities could 
have “far-reaching and cata-
strophic consequences”. He 
had also said that “there can 
be no military solution to the 
conflict”.

Meanwhile, the Presi-
dent of Ukraine conveyed 
his best wishes for India’s 
Presidency of the G20. 
PM Modi explained the 
main priorities of India’s 
G20 Presidency, including  

giving a voice to the concerns 
of developing nations on is-
sues like food and energy 
security, added the release. 
The two leaders discussed 
opportunities for strength-
ening bilateral coopera-
tion. PM Modi requested 
the Ukraine authorities to 
facilitate arrangements for 
the continued education of 
Indian students, who had to 
return from Ukraine earlier 
this year.

E a rl i e r  o n  Mo n d ay, 
Ukraine called for Russia to  
be removed from the United 
Nations, where Moscow 
can veto any resolution as a 
permanent member of the 
Security Council. “Ukraine 
calls on the member states of 
the UN... to deprive the Rus-
sian Federation of its status  
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  The Prime Minister, in turn, says will support to end hostilities 

CHANGE OF GUARD 

‘PRACHANDA’ 
TAKES OATH AS 
NEPAL’S NEW PM 
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CPN-Maoist Centre chair-
man Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
‘Prachanda’ was on Monday 
sworn in as Prime Minister 
of Nepal. He was sworn in 
by President Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari a day after his ap-
pointment as Prime Minister 
following fresh elections in 
the Himalayan nation. 

Dahal, also known as ‘Pra-
chanda’, was appointed PM 
for the third time after he 
secured the support of 169 
members of the Parliament  

Mother: Sheezan cheated on 
my daughter, punish him 

Deceased TV actor Tuni-
sha Sharma’s mother on 
Monday accused Sheezan 
Khan, the prime suspect 
in her daughter’s death 
case of cheating on her 
and breaking his promise 
to marry her as she urged 
the police not to spare him. 

Vanita Sharma accused 

her daughter’s former boy-
friend of cheating on Tuni-
sha and said Sheezan broke 
up with the 21-year-old de-
spite promising to marry 
her. Releasing a statement, 
Tunisha’s mother said, 

“Sheezan cheated on Tuni-
sha. Started a relationship 
with her first, promised 
her of marriage and then 
broke up with her.” 
“He (Sheezan) had in-
volvement with another 
girl, while he was in a re-
lationship with Tunisha,” 
she added. “He used her 
for three-four months,” 

Tunisha Sharma’s mother 
said, adding that Sheezan 
should not be spared. 

Meanwhile, the sister of 
actor Sheezan Khan, the 
boyfriend of television 
actor Tunisha Sharma 
and the main accused in 
her suicide case, reached 
Waliv police station on 
Monday.  She was called 
by police in connection 
with the investigation into 
the television actor’s death. 
Falak Naaz Khan was ac-
companied by two other 
women as she arrived at 
the Waliv police station. 
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TUNISHA SHARMA
SUICIDE CASE

MORE FINDINGS 

‘DON’T FIGHT 
WITH ME’ : POLICE 
ACCESS VIDEO OF 
SHRADDHA
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In a significant break-
through in the Shraddha 
Walker murder case, sources 
in the Delhi Police claimed 
to have recently accessed a 
video of the accused Aaftab 
Poonawala in conversation 
with Shraddha in which she 
is heard asking Aaftab “not 
to quarrel.” 

The purported video is be-
lieved to be from Mumbai, 
according to sources in the 
Delhi Police. “Aaftab is be-
ing asked in this video not to 
fight,” sources in Delhi Police 
said. It also said if the video 
turns out to be authentic 
then it would prove the al-
legations that Aaftab and  

SHRADDHA 
MURDER CASE

ICICI-VIDEOCON CASE

3-DAY CBI 
CUSTODY OF 
DHOOT, CHANDA & 
DEEPAK KOCHHAR
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The CBI on Monday got 
three-day custody of former 
managing director and CEO 
of the ICICI bank Chanda 
Kochhar, her husband Deep-
ak Kochhar and Videocon 
Group Chairman Venugopal 
Dhoot, a co-accused in the 
ICICI Bank money launder-
ing case. 

Deepak Kochhar’s advocate 
Vikram Chaudhary said, “In 
the remand, it is said that 
Deepak Kochhar was not 
cooperating in the investiga-
tion but nothing is explained 
about how and why.” His 
advocate further said the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has already conducted 
an investigation. 

He said the investigation 
went on for six months but 
the CBI arrested Deepak 
Kochhar after he got bail. 
Chaudhary further alleged  
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SHRADDHA MURDER FORCED BREAK UP 
WITH TUNISHA: SHEEZAN TELLS POLICE

In a major reveal by the 
main accused in TV actor 
Tunisha Sharma’s death 
case, her former boyfriend 
Sheezan Khan reportedly 

told police that he was “so 
disturbed by the atmo-
sphere in the country that 
emerged after the grue-
some murder of Shraddha 
Walkar” allegedly by her 
live-in partner, that Khan 
decided to end their rela-

tionship, sources said on 
Monday. 

During his first day in 
police custody, Sheezan 
told Waliv police that he 
ended the relationship 
with Tunisha after seeing  
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With India assuming the presidency of the G20 
for a year, External Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar on Monday briefed Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) spokespersons to ensure the best out-
reach making the global events a mega success. 
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar gave a 
presentation regarding the preparations for 
G20. Union Minister of State for Electronics 
and Technology Rajeev Chandrasekhar was 
also present on this occasion at the BJP head-
quarters. He explained the significance of G20 
for India during the meeting with BJP spokes-
persons and panelists. Sources said Union Min-
isters Jaishankar and Rajeev Chandrasekhar 
gave a presentation that how the party will play 
its role and participate in preparations for G20 
events. Various civil society groups are also tak-
ing initiative regarding the preparations for G20. 
Over 200 meetings are going to be held in 
56 cities. The names of some of these cit-
ies have also been finalised. There will be 
three themes of G20 - digital transforma-
tion, green development and empowerment 
of women, youth and farmers, said sources. 
“There will be cultural events and regional fes-
tivals. During these events, indigenous tech-
nology will be showcased. Further, regional 
snacks will be served and ODOP (One District 
One Product) gifts will be presented to guests 
during the G20 events. In these programmes 
and events, States will be represented. Efforts 

are to be made to ensure civil society engage-
ment and public participation,” said sources. 
India officially assumed the presidency of the 
G20 on December 1, 2022 and has planned to 
host more than 200 G20-related events in more 
than 50 cities across the country. Conferences 
on cyber security, women’s empowerment, sus-
tainable society, etc. have already been held. 
Earlier this month, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi held a meeting of chief ministers across 
the country, saying the G20 was a “unique 
opportunity to showcase India’s power”. 
Foreign Minister S Jaishankar said that he wants 
to make the G20 Presidency a “national celebra-
tion (including the regions of India).” 

Actor Sushant Singh Rajput’s death 
case seems to be rising from the 
grave after two years as a staff mem-
ber of the mortuary unit of Cooper 
Hospital in Mumbai claimed that 
the actor’s death did not appear to 
be a suicide. 

Speaking to news agency, Roop-
kumar Shah, Mortuary Servant, 
at Cooper Hospital, Mumbai said, 
“When I saw Sushant Singh Ra-
jput’s body, it did not appear to be 
a case of suicide. Injuries marks 
were there on his body. I had over 
28 years of experience. I went to my 
senior but he said we will discuss it 
later.” 

“I had over 28 years of experience. 
When I observed Sushant’s body, 
there was no mark that is generally 
found in hanging cases. There were 
fracture marks on his body. What 
to write in the postmortem report 
is the doctor’s job. He should get 
justice. Everyone can tell by look-
ing at the picture of Sushant Singh 
Rajput that he was murdered. If the 
investigating agency will call me, I 
will also tell them,” he added. 

Actor Sushant Singh Rajput (34) 
was found dead at his Bandra resi-

dence on June 14, 2020, which cre-
ated a lot of controversies. 

His postmortem report stated 
the cause of death was asphyxia. 
The postmortem was conducted 
at Mumbai’s Cooper Hospital. The 
Central Bureau of Investigation was 
brought to investigate the actor’s 
death from various angles. 

After dropping out of engineering 
college Sushant started his career 
as a theatre artiste before entering 
TV serials in 2008 and ultimately 
becoming a full-fledged Bollywood 
star. 

Sushant Singh Rajput made his 

Bollywood debut with ‘Kai Po Che’ 
and was known for his kind ges-
tures, and always treated his fans 
with utmost pleasure, he gathered 
a lot of popularity after his biggest 
success ‘M.S Dhoni - The Untold 
Story’. His last big-screen appear-
ance was ‘Chhichhore’ which was 
released in 2019 and was a block-
buster hit. 

The actor was last seen in direc-
tor Mukesh Chhabra’s ‘Dil Bechara’ 
opposite Sanjana Sanghi which was 
the official remake of the novel ‘The 
fault in our stars’, the film went for 
an OTT release. 

In wake of rising cases of Covid in several countries, 
mock drills will be conducted at all Covid hospitals 
throughout the country, said Union Health Minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya on Monday. Mandaviya informed 
that health ministers of all states will also take part in 
this exercise at their level.

Union Health Minister Mandaviya will visit Safdarjung 
Hospital in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Earlier on Monday, Mandaviya conducted a virtual 
meeting with public health experts, doctors and Indian 
Medical Association (IMA) representatives on Covid-19 
management.

“While it is important to be on the alert and follow Co-
vid-appropriate behaviour, including wearing of masks, 
it is equally important to prevent an infodemic and share 
only authentic and verified information on Covid-19. 

Union Ministry of Health has been sharing information 
on various aspects of Covid prevention and management. 
I urge everyone to access and share only verified infor-
mation and encourage others to also do so,” said the 
Union Health Minister during the meeting.

Mandaviya urged the doctors and members of IMA to 
continue to spread authentic information about Covid-19. 
“You have been our ambassadors during the country’s 
fight against Covid-19. 
I value your contribution and salute the selfless dedica-
tion and service of healthcare professionals. 

There has been a three-
fold increase in drone 
sighting incidents 

along the India-Pakistan 
border, with 311 observa-
tions of such Unmanned 
Arial Vehicles (UAVs) till 
December 23 this year com-
pared to 104 in 2021. 

Besides this data collated 
by the Border Security Force 
(BSF), which is mandated to 
guard the 3,323 km India-
Pakistan border, the drone 
sighting incidents have 
quadrupled as compared 
to 2020 when 77 UAVs -- a 
major source of smuggling 
arms and ammunition, as 
well as drugs into India 
-- were observed along the 
Pakistan border. The drone 
sightings, which were ma-
jorly observed in different 
areas in Punjab, were within 
a range of 2-10 km of the In-

ternational Border. 
However, alert BSF per-

sonnel shot down over 22 
such drones and seized 
nearly 45 kg of heroin and a 
cache of arms and ammuni-
tion -- including seven gre-
nades, two magazines, 60 
ammunition and other arms. 

Out of a total of 492 UAVs 
or drones observed on the 
India-Pakistan border from 
January 1, 2020 to December 
23, this year, 311 were sighted 
this year, 104 in 2021 and 77 
in 2020, reveals the data ac-
cessed by news agency. 

Of the total drone sightings, 
369 UAVs were observed in 
Punjab, 75 in Jammu, 40 in 
Rajasthan, and 8 in Gujarat.  
In Punjab, a maximum of 
164 drones were observed 
in Amritsar, 96 in Gurdas-
pur, 84 in Ferozpur and 25 
in Abohar districts. Under 
the Jammu frontier, a total 
of 35 drones were observed 
in Indreshwar Nagar, 29 in 

Jammu and 11 in Sunderba-
ni. In Rajasthan, 32 drones 
were observed in Sri Gan-
ganagar, seven in Barmer, 
three each in Bikaner and 
Jaisalmer North, two in Jais-
almer South and one in Bhuj. 

The data further revealed 
that a total of 206 drones 
were observed between July 
1 and December 23 this year. 
Of them, a maximum of 45 
drones were observed in 
August, followed by 44 in 
September, 38 in October, 
36 in November, and 24 in 
December. July saw the few-
est drone sightings at 19. 

Among these sightings, 
60 were in Amritsar, 55 in 
Ferozepur, 39 in Gurdas-
pur, 23 in Abohar, 10 in Sri 
Ganganagar, 6 in Indresh-
war Nagar, 5 in Jammu, 3 in 
Barmer, 2 in Jaisalmer North 
and one in Bikaner. 

Officials in the BSF told 
ANI that drones are being 
used by Pakistan to smuggle 

weapons, explosives and 
narcotics across the border 
from Pakistan. 

The increased drone ac-
tivity across the border was 
brought to the notice of 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah at a security review 
meeting in Srinagar in Oc-
tober, with top security and 
intelligence chiefs in atten-
dance. While the BSF, which 
mans the international bor-
der with Pakistan in the 
Jammu sector, believes that it 
has been able to repel drones 
carrying arms, ammunition 
and explosives from Paki-
stan, the state police and the 
intelligence agencies differ 
with this assessment. 

The security forces have 
seized various AK series 
assault rifles, pistols, MP4 
carbines, carbine maga-
zines and high explosive 
grenades as well as nar-
cotics, which were trans-
ported into Indian terri-

tory from Pakistan from 
the drones shot down so far. 
According to security agen-
cies, BSF intelligence inputs 
and Jammu and Kashmir 
Police officers, the drones 
are also used to drop packets 
of Afghan heroin for financ-
ing terror operations in the 
Valley and Punjab. 

It is learnt that the group 
behind the transportation 
of weapons, explosives and 
drugs is Pakistan-based 
Lashkar-e-Taiba and other 
terror outfits, which have 
camps across the Inter-
national Boundary and is 
backed by the Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI). 

The Home ministry is 
learnt to have directed all 
agencies concerned to find 
solutions to drone activities 
from across the border. Se-
curity agencies and law en-
forcement forces have also 
been asked to keep a special 
watch on such movements. 
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wide comPariSon border diSPute tamil nadu

Salman Khurshid compares 
Rahul Gandhi with Lord Ram

declare diSPuted 
areaS aS union 
territory: uddhav

Locals pay tribute to 
those who lost lives 
in 2004 Tsunami

Linking the ongoing ‘Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’ to the epic Ra-
mayana, Congress leader 
and former Union minister 
Salman Khurshid on Mon-
day compared party leader 
Rahul Gandhi to Lord Ram 
and the Congress to ‘Bharat’. 
Addressing the mediaper-
sons here, Khurshid said, 
“Rahul Gandhi is superhu-
man. While we are freezing 
in the cold and wearing jack-
ets, he is going out in T-Shirts 
(for his Bharat Jodo Yatra). 

He is like a yogi doing his 
‘tapasya’ with focus.” “Lord 
Ram’s ‘khadau’ goes very 
far. Sometimes when Ram 
ji is not able to reach, Bharat 
takes the ‘khadau’ and goes 
to places. Like that, we have 
carried the ‘khadau’ in Uttar 
Pradesh. Now that ‘khadau’ 
has reached Uttar Pradesh. 
Ram ji (Rahul Gandhi) 
will also come,” he added. 
Asked about Union Health 
Ministry’s letter to Rahul 

Gandhi seeking adherence 
to Covid protocol during the 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, Khurshid 
said there cannot be an exclu-
sive guideline for Congress 
over Covid, adding that the 
party will follow the norms 
whenever universal guide-
lines will be issued.

“If any scientific protocol is 
applicable for this country, it 
will also be applicable to us. 
But it cannot be that Covid-19 
has said that it will come for 
Congress and not come for 
the BJP. If someone follows 

the protocol, we will also fol-
low it. But today, there is no 
protocol,” said the Congress 
leader.

Rahul Gandhi’s mass out-
reach campaign, Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, earlier on Saturday, 
reached the national capital. 

The party held a mega pub-
lic rally in front of Red Fort. 
Rahul Gandhi said that the 
march was a replica of India 
where there was no hatred 
and violence and all the 
people and animals were 
welcomed.

Amid the simmering tension between Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra over the border issue, Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb 
Thackeray) leader Uddhav Thackeray on Monday said that 
the central government should declare “the disputed areas” 
as a Union Territory.

“It is not just a case of language and border, but of ‘human-
ity’. Till the issue is pending before the Supreme Court, the 
Karnataka-occupied Maharashtra should be declared as a 
Union Territory by the central government,” Uddhav said 
in the state Legislative Council. Uddhav further said that 
Marathi people residing in the border villages have faced 
“injustice”.

“Marathi-speaking people have been residing in the border 
villages for generations. 

Their daily life, language and lifestyle are Marathi. They do 
not understand Kannad,” he said speaking in the Upper House. 
Hitting out at the Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai, 
Uddhav said that he is showing any “calm” towards the matter. 
“Bommai said that he will not give an inch of his state’s land, 
but we want to tell him that we want our land, not Karnataka’s. 
For the past many years, both states are facing disputes over 
the border issue. 

Both states must be calm but it does not seem to happen 
with the Karnataka government. They changed the name of 
Beglaum too.

Shiv Sena leader also stated that at the present, the states need 
to pass a resolution declaring “these areas” a union territory.

The fishermen and locals in the Cuddalore district in 
Tamil Nadu paid tributes to those who lost their lives in the 
2004 Tsunami, on the 18th anniversary of the catastrophe. 
On the occasion, more than 500 fishermen and wom-
en came together from Muthunagar to Singharathop-
pu beach, carrying milk and flowers in their hands. 
They sat in silence and then poured milk into the sea. 

They also sprinkled flowers on the sea, lit camphor and 
worshipped their families who lost their lives in the tsu-
nami.

On December 26, 2004, an earthquake occurred on the 
island of Sumatra in Indonesia, resulting in a tsunami that 
devastated the coastal areas.

Around 2 lakhs, 30 thousand people who lived along the 
coast in various countries, including Indonesia, Sri Lanka 
and India, were killed.

Tamil Nadu was also ravaged by the tsunami. The 
flood from the tsunami affected several regions such 
as Singarathoppu Devanambattinam, Dalanguda, So-
nanguppam, Sothikuppam, Akkaraikkori and MGR. 
As many as 610 people were killed and various fishing vil-
lages, including Thithu and Billumedu, were swept away 
by the tsunami waves.

Although it’s been 18 years since the tsunami hit, the mem-
ories of the tragedy are still fresh in the minds of people 
living on the coastline of Tamil Nadu. 

Salman Khurshid Rahul Gandhi
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winter adviSory 
for rahul 
The indian Meteorological 
Department has issued a 
red alert for the coming 
days, considering the cold 
wave. The temperature 
in the capital dropped 
to 7 degrees on Monday 
morning. as Delhhites 
shivered their way out of 
their homes, rahul Gan-
dhi was seen wearing a 
white T-shirt while paying 
respect at the memorial of 
Mahatma Gandhi, former 
Prime Minister Jawahar-
lal Nehru, indira Gandhi, 
rajiv Gandhi, and atal 
bihari Vajpayee. The Con-
gress MP was seen at all 
the memorials in a T-shirt 
and trousers, walking 
barefoot. Now he is ex-
pected to head to Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Srinagar, 
which is reeling in freezing 
temperatures. Sonia Gan-
dhi, through some senior 
Congress leaders, passed 
the message to rahul that 
he should take protection 
from the cold. otherwise, 
he may fall sick. even 
though he was advised 
the same before going 
to all the memorials, he 
declined the proposal. 
rahul Gandhi’s surprising 
response to the cruel cold 
has been a talking point 
ever since the yatra, which 
started in Tamil Nadu’s 
Kanyakumari.

PraiSe for 
bengal 
unlike the previous 
Governor of west bengal 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, 
the new Governor, C. V. 
ananda bose, has taken a 
new stance while dealing 
with the state govern-
ment. earlier, almost 
every day, the previous 
governor issued a tweet 
against the state govern-
ment’s failure to address 
the people’s suffering. 
however, the new gov-
ernor has established a 
cordial relationship with 
the Chief Minister, Ma-
mata banerjee, which has 
been acknowledged by 
the Chief Minister herself. 
She has commented that 
the present governor is 
a thorough gentleman. 
The governor also praised 
west bengal for preserv-
ing the state’s bengali 
traditions. The Governor 
recently quoted Gokhle’s 
famous old saying, “what 
bengal thinks today, india 
thinks tomorrow,” at a 
function. he stated that he 
intends to write about his 
stay in bengal in bengali. 
This has generated curi-
osity among the state op-
position parties about the 
strategy of the Governor.

all iS not well 
in mP congreSS 
The Madhya Pradesh 
assembly is debating a 
motion of no confidence 
proposed by the Congress 
legislature party’s leader. 
Party President Kamal 
Nath was only seen once 
for a few minutes and did 
not appear when Con-
gress leader of the op-
position, Dr. Govind Singh, 
arrived. Some legislators 
overheard Kamal Nath 
saying he was unhappy 
with the decision to move 
a no-confidence motion. 
Questions are now being 
raised about whether he 
was consulted or not. 

on the radar

Gautam lahiri
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congress alleges  

Congress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh on Sunday alleged 
that those who interacted 
with Rahul Gandhi during 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra are be-
ing questioned by the Intel-
ligence Bureau. 
Denying any secrecy per-
taining to the Yatra, the 
Congress leader also took 
a swipe at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah, 
alleging that the two leaders 
are “nervous”.

He tweeted, “IB is ques-
tioning many people who, 
during the Bharat Jodo Yatra, 
had a conversation with Ra-
hul Gandhi. The detectives 
are asking all kinds of ques-
tions and want copies of the 

memorandum submitted to 
them.”

”Nothing is secret about the 
yatra, but clearly, Modi and 
Shah are nervous,” Ramesh 
further stated in his tweet, 
roughly translated from 
Hindi.

‘IB interrogating 
those who spoke 
to Rahul Gandhi’ 
TDG NeTwork 
New Delhi 

essenTIal FooD ITeM 

Mother Dairy will raise the 
price of its full-cream milk 
offerings from Rs 64 per li-
tre to Rs 66 per litre in Delhi 
and the National Capital 
Region (NCR). The revised 
price point, announced on 
Monday, will come into ef-
fect from Tuesday. However, 
there would be no revision 
in the retail price of cow milk 
and token milk variants.

This is the fifth upward 
revision in milk prices, an 
essential food item, in 2022. 
The earlier revisions were 
done in March, August, Oc-
tober, and November.

“It is an unprecedented 
year for the dairy industry. 
We have been witnessing 
a significant increase in 
demand of milk and milk 
products from both con-
sumers and institutions, 
even after festivals. On the 
other hand, procurement of 
raw milk has also not picked 

up after Diwali as was antici-
pated. 

The procurement prices 
of raw milk have gone up by 
about 24% over last year due 
to higher input costs, heat-
wave conditions, etc,” read 
a statement from a Mother 
Dairy spokesperson.“This 
stress on raw milk prices is 
being felt across the indus-
try, putting pressure on con-
sumer prices. In our com-
mitment to continue paying 
remunerative prices to 
farmers to ease the impact, 
we are severely constrained 
to revise consumer prices 
of select variants of milk in 
Delhi NCR, effective from 
27 December 2022. As a re-
sponsible organisation, we 
have always endeavoured 
to strike the right balance 
between farmers and con-
sumers. Therefore, we have 
been passing the increased 
input cost to our consumers 
partially on select variants/
SKUs and in a phased man-
ner,” the spokesperson said.

Mother Dairy hikes 
milk price, effective 
from Tuesday                  
TDG NeTwork
New DelhiInaUgUraTIon soon 

The Northeast Frontier 
Railway’s (NFR) first Vande 
Bharat Train, the semi-high-
speed train, completed its 
trial run from Howrah-New 
Jalpaiguri station on Mon-
day. The train is likely to be 
inaugurated by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 30 
December.

The Vande Bharat Express 
will be the first express train 
between New Jalpaiguri 
(NJP), Siliguri to Kolkata af-
ter Shatabdi Express. Vande 
Bharat will have passenger-
friendly facilities like auto-

matic doors and WiFi ac-
cess.

The statement added that 
the nation’s seventh Vande 
Bharat train took around 
8.30 hours to complete 
about 560km between NJP-
Howrah during the first trial 
run on Monday. A massive 
crowd was gathered at the 
station to get a glimpse of 
the train.

Shuvendu Chowdhury, 
Divisional Rail Manager 
(DRM) Katihar- Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) at 
NJP, said the trial run was 
completed successfully, and 
we are waiting for the final 
day for its service.

nFr’s FIrsT VanDe 
BharaT coMpleTes 
sUccessFUl TrIal rUn
TDG NeTwork
Siliguri

Terror lInKs 

The Jammu and Kashmir 
police on Monday recov-
ered Improvised Explosive 
Device (IED)-like material 
and a huge cache of arms 
and ammunition, believed 
to belong to the Pakistan-
based proscribed organisa-
tion Lashkar-e-Taiba, in 
Udhampur and detained one 
suspect, police said.

“IED-like material weigh-
ing around 15 kg in a cy-
lindrical shape, 300-400 
grams of RDX, seven car-
tridges of 7.6 mm, five deto-
nators, one coded sheet, one 
letter pad page of banned 
terrorist organisation LET 

in Basantgarh area of District 
Udhampur, one suspect has 
also been detained,” the po-
lice said.

A case has also been regis-
tered under sections of the 
Unlawful Activities Preven-

tion Act (Act) and the Explo-
sive Act at the Basantgarh 
Police Station. An investiga-
tion into the matter is under-
way. Further information is 
awaited.

In November, Jammu and 
Kashmir police and security 
forces recovered one AK-47 
rifle, one AK-56 rifle, four 
AK-series magazines, live 
rounds, RDX powder, nails 
and ball bearings, 9-volt 
batteries, detonators, IED 
mechanism circuits, remote 
control, loose wire, and iron 
pipes in a joint operation at 
Bandipora in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and arrested two 
active LeT terrorists and 
two associates, including a 
woman.

Huge cache of arms recovered 
in Udhampur, one detained
TDG NeTwork
uDhampur

In assaM

A huge cache of arms and 
ammunition was recovered 
from the Jalan tea garden 
on Monday in Dibrugarh. 
The police recovered an AK-
47 bullet, two bottle bombs 
and explosive material in the 

stockpile of weapons. 
Based on intelligence, the Di-
brugarh Police and the CRPF 
launched an operation in Ja-
lan Tea Garden. 
The stock of weapons in a 
packet was hidden in the tea 
garden. Dibrugarh Superin-
tendent of Police Shwetank 
Mishra said that, the police 

and CRPF recovered a cache 
of weapons from the Jalan Tea 
Garden located in the heart 
of Dibrugarh city while con-
ducting the operation. “Two 
AK magazines, 12 rounds of 
bullets, two bottle grenades 
and timer devices have been 
recovered,” said Shwetank 
Mishra.

arMs anD aMMUnITIon recoVereD FroM Tea garDen 
TDG NeTwork
Dibrugarh 

gooDWIll gesTUre 

The Border Security Force 
(BSF) on Monday handed 
over a Bangladeshi minor 
boy to Border Guards Ban-
gladesh (BGB) on the Inter-
national Border of South 

Garo Hills in Meghalaya, 
exhibiting a fresh move of 
‘goodwill gesture’ towards 
a friendly neighbouring na-
tion.

“The boy had inadvertently 
crossed the International 
Boundary and entered into 
Indian territory on Sunday,” 

said the BSF, which is man-
dated to guard the 4,096 km 
India-Bangladesh Border.

The minor was identified 
as Sahid (15 years), a resi-
dent of Goragaon village un-
der the Netrakona district in 
Bangladesh.

“BSF Meghalaya handed 

over a Bangladeshi minor 
boy to Border Guards Ban-
gladesh on the International 
Border of South Garo Hills 
who had inadvertently 
crossed the International 
Boundary and entered into 
Indian territory on 25 De-
cember 2022,” said the BSF .

BsF hanDs oVer BanglaDeshI MInor Boy
TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

Veer Baal DIWas 

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Monday 
said that we need to 

come out of the narrow per-
spectives of the past if we 
want to take our country to 
newer heights of success.

“If we want to take India 
to newer heights of success, 
then we have to become free 
from the narrow perspec-
tives of the past,” PM Modi 
said during the programme 
organised to mark the re-
membrance of the supreme 
sacrifice by the sons of Guru 
Gobind Singh—Sahibzades, 
and Mata Gujri Ji on the oc-
casion of Veer Baal Diwas on 
Monday. The programme 
was organised at Major 
Dhyan Chand Stadium in 
the national capital.

Addressing the gathering 
at the stadium in Delhi, PM 
Modi said that the nation 
is paying tribute to the Sa-
hibzades as they present an 
example of courage, valour 
and sacrifice.

“Veer Baal Diwas stands for 
the ‘Shaurya’ and ‘Sikh bali-
dan’ and will also empower 
Indians to take pride in their 

identity, in the world. The 
day will help us celebrate 
the past and would inspire 
us to build the future,” PM 
Modi said as the country 
celebrates the first ever Veer 
Baal Diwas.

“The Veer Baal Diwas will 
keep reminding us that as far 
as bravery is concerned, age 
does not matter. Sahibzada 
Ajit Singh and Jujar Singh 
are living legends of bravery 
and courage. Their lives have 
given us the inspiration to 
understand our values and 
identity globally,” he said, 

further mentioning that they 
were not afraid of anything 
and that they did not bow 
down before anybody.

PM Modi said, “On one 
hand, there was terrorism, 
spiritualism, and communal 
mayhem, while on the other 
hand, there was liberalism... 
on one hand, there were 
forces of lakhs, whereas on 
the other hand, there was 
Veer Sahibzaade, who did 
not relent at all.” While all 
four sons of Guru Gobind 
Singh Ji made their supreme 
sacrifice, the date is observed 

as the martyrdom day of the 
Sahibzadas, Zorawar Singh 
and Fateh Singh, who are 
said to have sacrificed their 
lives at the tender ages of six 
and nine in Sirhind (Pun-
jab) by Mughal forces on the 
orders of the then ruler Au-
rangzeb. “The world’s his-
tory is filled with instances 
of atrocities. Three centu-
ries ago, the Chamkaur and 
Sirhind wars were fought. 
On one side, there was the 
Mughal Sultanate, blind to 
communal extremism, and 

on the other, there were our 
gurus. Sahibzades are inspir-
ing generations.  A country 
that has such history should 
be filled with confidence, but 
unfortunately, in the name of 
history, we were taught only 
certain narratives, which 
leads to an inferiority com-
plex,” PM Modi stressed, 
mentioning that this day 
will forever remind us of the 
contribution of 10 Gurus, 
the sacrifices of Sikhs for 
the pride and glory of the 
country.

neeD To coMe oUT oF narroW MInDseTs 
To TaKe InDIa ForWarD: pM MoDI 
TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

PM Narendra Modi speaking at Veer Bal Diwas on Monday. 

Jairam ramesh

top of the day

yogI aDITyanaTh 
carrIes sIKh 
holy BooK
luCKNOw: uttar pradesh 
Chief minister Yogi aditya-
nath on monday observed 
‘Veer bal Diwas’ and paid 
obeisance to Sahibzada 
baba Zorawar Singh and 
Sahibzada baba Fateh 
Singh by carrying the 
holy book on his head, at 
a program at his official 
residence in lucknow. 

“millions of salutes to the 
sacrifice of the Sahibzads 
of Shri guru gobind Singh 
Ji maharaj on ‘Veer bal 
Divas! The holy sacrifice of 
Sahibzads will inspire all 
of us to protect the nation 
and religion for ages.,” 
adityanath tweeted.

TWo KIlleD In 
raMBan roaD 
accIDenT
rambaN: Two persons 
were killed in the ram-
ban area of Jammu and 
Kashmir on monday when 
a truck carrying lpg cylin-
ders met with an accident 
on a national highway, 
police said. according to 
District Collector ramban, 
two bodies have been 
recovered from the site 
on National highway 44 
near battery Cheshma. 

“Two bodies have been 
recovered. police and 
quick response team have 
reached the spot,” DC 
ramban said.

noWshera FolK 
FesTIVal Is helD 
To BoosT ToUrIsM
raJOuri: The Directorate 
of Tourism Jammu, in col-
laboration with the District 
administration rajouri, 
organised the ‘Nowshera 
Folk Festival’ at the boys 
higher Secondary School 
Nowshera on 24 Decem-
ber to promote tourism in 
the region. The event was 
inaugurated by Deputy 
Commissioner rajouri, 
Vikas Kundal, along with 
DDC Chairman Naseem 
liaquat Choudhury. The 
festival, which attracted 
many people, started with 
a Dogri dance, followed by 
a gojri and pahari dance 
by prominent artists. it is 
pertinent to mention here 
that Nowshera is an off-
beat tourist destination in 
J&K and is a very important 
border tourism destination.

spIrITUal 
speaKer 
receIVes DeaTh 
threats                   
mumbai: Shri priyakant 
Ju Temple founder and 
priest Devkinandan has 
allegedly received death 
threats from a caller who 
claimed to be from Saudi 
arabia. Devkinandan was 
performing the ‘bhag-
wad gita Katha’ recital in 
mumbai’s Khargar when 
he received a call on his 
personal number. as per 
the allegations, the caller 
on the other side abused 
him for “speaking against 
muslims.” Devkinandan 
told the police on Sunday 
that the caller threatened 
to kill him by “explod-
ing him into pieces” or 

“burning him alive on the 
streets.” The maharash-
tra police have taken 
cognizance and registered 
a case in the matter. The 
security of the “pandal” 
where the recital was 
underway, was increased. 
The police also notified the 
prime minister’s Office, 
the union home ministry, 
and the Chief minister’s 
Office of maharashtra and 
uttar pradesh about the 
incident.

In The coUrTs
Delhi hC to examine ‘whether woman 
Can be ousteD from house unDer 
DomestiC ViolenCe aCt’
New Delhi: The Delhi high Court has agreed to examine the 
constitutionality of its provision in regards to ‘whether a woman can 
be ousted from the matrimonial house in proceedings instituted 
under the Domestic Violence act, 2005.’
The bench, comprising Chief Justice Satish Chander Sharma and 
Justice Subramonium prasad, has issued a notice in a writ peti-
tion filed by advocate preeti Singh on behalf of a mother-in-law 
challenging the constitutionality of the proviso to Section 19(1)(b) of 
the Domestic Violence act, 2005, which restrains the ousting of any 
female from the matrimonial home. The Division bench agreed to 
examine the issue and issued notices to the Central government 
and the National Commission for women on 21 December 2022. 
The bench also appointed Senior advocate rebecca John to assist 
the court on the constitutionality of the provisions of the DV act, 
which debars the passing of orders against females.
The mother-in-law earlier approached the Tis hazari District Court 
for evicting her daughter-in-law from the shared matrimonial 
home, which was earlier dismissed, observing that no such orders 
can be passed against the female proviso to Section 19(b) of the 
pwDV act, 2005.

Delhi hC DireCts authorities to trans-
fer batla house ConViCt to safDarjung 
hospital
New Delhi: The Delhi high Court on monday directed the authorities to 
transfer the convict in the batla house encounter case, Shahzad ahmed, 
from gTb hospital to Safdarjung hospital. 
an application seeking transfer to aiimS or Safdarjung hospital was 
moved on his behalf. it was stated that his condition was deteriorating. 
he was on a ventilator for two days.
The vacation division bench, comprising justices Vibhu bakhru and amit 
Sharma, directed the authorities to transfer the applicant from gTb 
hospital to Safdarjung hospital expeditiously.
The bench noted the submission of advocate aman Naqvi that the appli-
cant was admitted to the hospital 18 days back with a complaint of abdo-
men pain. his condition was deteriorating. he had been on a ventilator 
for two days, the counsel stated. The counsel also submitted that there is 
no specialised endocrinology department in the gTb hospital. Necessary 
nutrition is also not being provided to the applicant. 
his family members are not allowed to meet him, stated the counsel.
The bench also considered the medical report filed by additional public 
prosecutor rajesh mahajan, which stated that the applicant is suffering 
from pancreatitis. he is being given the best possible treatment, said the 
medical report. There is a specialised endocrinology department. 

bombay hC DireCts Dgp to Depute senior 
offiCer to probe solapur gangrape 
Case  
mumbai: The bombay high Court directed the maharashtra state direc-
tor general of police (Dgp) to appoint a senior ipS rank officer to carry 
out investigations into an alleged gang rape case in Solapur after the 
rape survivor approached the Court with her plea to transfer her case, 
accusing the present investigation team of protecting the accused.
The alleged gangrape took place on 31 October 2021 in maharashtra’s 
Solapur area. police recorded the victim’s statement in January 2022 
and filed the chargesheet in February 2022. The victim, in her plea 
submitted on 9 may, stated that police sidelined the victim’s statement 
recorded under Section 164 of the Code of Criminal procedure (CrpC) 
and relied on the accused’s alibi while filing the chargesheet.
The hC bench has asked the magistrate court not to take any step on 
the chargesheet filed till further orders and has also directed the DgO 
to conduct an inquiry against the investigating officer (iO) of the Solapur 
police. The hC has also directed its registry to hand deliver a copy of 
the order to the home minister, the law minister of maharashtra, and 
the State women’s Commission for their information and record. while 
passing the order on 21 December, bombay hC has observed that it is 
very unhappy over repeated cases of such nature where the police are 
allegedly involved in protecting the rape accused.

The Delhi Sikh gurudwara management Committee on 
monday felt pride in the recognition of the sacrifice of 
‘Sahibzades’ as the ‘Veer baal Diwas’ by prime minister 
Narender modi.
“it is a proud day for us when the sacrifice of ‘Sahibzades’ 
has been recognised as ‘Veer bal Diwas’. This way people 
all over the world will know about their sacrifice and its 
importance,” member of Delhi Sikh gurudwara man-
agement Committee, bhupinder Singh bhullar said in a 
conversation with aNi.
prime minister Narendra modi pm modi on the day of the 
prakash purab of Sri guru gobind Singh Ji, on 9 Janu-
ary 2022, had announced to mark this day as ‘Veer baal 
Diwas’ to pay homage to the courage of the ‘Sahibzades’, 
the four sons of the last Sikh guru- guru gobind Singh Ji.

‘proUD Day’: DelhI sIKh gUrUDWara 
ManageMenT coMMITTee MeMBer 
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intrusion attempt

Officials of the Border 
Security Force (BSF) 
recovered one drone, 

believed to have entered from 
Pakistan’s side, lying in a 
farming field ahead of border 
fence in Amritsar district, a 
BSF statement said.

BSF troops, deployed at the 
border, on Monday around 
7:40 pm heard a buzzing 
sound of a suspicious fly-
ing object near Rajatal vil-
lage in Amritsar district. 
The Unmanned Aerial Ve-
hicle was intercepted by the 
troops by firing. Following 
this, a search operation was 
launched which resulted in 
the recovery of a drone. “On 
25 December, 2022, at about 

1940 hrs, Border Security 
Force troops deployed at the 
border heard the buzzing 
sound of a suspected flying 
object/drone entering from 
Pakistan into Indian terri-
tory in the area falling near 

Village-Rajatal in District-
Amritsar. As per the drill, the 
troops tried to intercept the 
drone by firing. The whole 
area was cordoned and Police 
and concerned sister agencies 
were informed,” BSF said in 

a statement.
“Further, during the search 

BSF troops recovered one 
drone (Quadcopter) lying in 
farming fields ahead of the 
border fence,” the statement 
further read. Further infor-
mation is awaited.

The BSF has foiled several 
drone intrusions attempts re-
cently. Earlier on 21 Decem-
ber, BSF troops shot down 
a drone that entered India 
from Daoke Border Outpost 
(BoP) in the Amritsar sector 
from the Pakistan side on the 
International Border.

“The Pak drone which had 
entered India at 19:20 hrs in 
the AOR of BOP Daoke in 
the AOR of 144 Bn, Amritsar 
sector was found fallen this 
morning in Pak area, 20 me-
ters in their territory opposite 

the AOR of BOP Bharopal. It 
hovered in the sky for a few 
minutes when counter-drone 
measures were taken and fell 
while returning,” BSF said in 
a statement on Wednesday.

Earlier on 26 November, a 
suspected flying object com-
ing from the Pakistani side 
was shot down by the securi-
ty personnel deployed at Da-
oke Border Outpost (BoP) in 
the Amritsar sector on India-
Pakistan international bor-
der. Security personnel fired 
six rounds from their INSAS 
rifles and downed a drone.

Later, it was found to be 
a China-made Quadcopter 
DJI Matrice 300RTK brand 
drone, lying in the field near 
the border. A few cameras 
were also found fitted in the 
drone. 

TDG NETWORK
AmritsAr

BsF troops shoot down 
suspected pak drone in amritsar

Drone recovered by BSF troops

in haryana assemBly

5 bills passed 
on first day of 
winter session

A total of 5 bills were passed 
on the first day of the win-
ter session of the Haryana 
Vidhan Sabha held today. 
These include The Haryana 
Urban Immovable Property 
Tax (Validation of Lists) Re-
peal Bill, 2022, The Haryana 
Small Towns (Tax - Validat-
ing) Repeal Bill, 2022, The 
Haryana Municipal (Tax - 
Validating) Repeal Bill, 2022, 
The Haryana Minor Canals 
(Repeal) Bill, 2022 and The 
Haryana State Tube-Well 
(Repeal) Bill, 2022. 

Besides this, 10 bills were 
also introduced in the House. 
These include The Haryana 
Shree Mata Bhimeshwari 
Devi Mandir (Ashram), 

Beri Shrine Bill, 2022, The 
Haryana Panchayati Raj 
(Amendment) Bill, 2022, The 
Haryana Rural Development 
(Amendment) Bill, 2022, The 
Haryana Enterprises Promo-
tion (Amendment) Bill, 2022, 
The Haryana Legislative As-
sembly (Salary, Allowances 
and Pension of Members) 
Second Amendment Bill, 
2022, The Faridabad Metro-
politan Development Author-
ity (Amendment) Bill, 2022, 
The Gurugram Metropoli-
tan Development Authority 
(Amendment) Bill, 2022, The 
Haryana Sikh Gurdwaras 
(Management) Amendment 
Bill, 2022, The Haryana Mu-
nicipal Corporation (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 2022 and 
The Haryana Municipal (Sec-
ond Amendment) Bill, 2022.

RaviNDER MaliK
ChAndigArh

narco-terrorism question paper leak

nia carries out raid 
inside jail in amritsar

hp government 
suspends Functioning 
oF hpssc hamirpur

National Investigation Agen-
cy carried out raid inside the 
premises of a jail in Punjab. 
The NIA raided 14 locations 
in North India on Saturday to 
prevent cross-border narco-
terrorism. Apart from Jam-
mu and Kashmir, teams also 
raided Amritsar, Ferozpur, 
and Tarn Taran, but during 
this time a team of NIA also 
reached Amritsar ‘Kendri 
Sudhar Ghar’. This is the first 
time that the NIA has turned 
to the jails of Punjab.

According to the informa-
tion received, the NIA team 
turned to the Kendri Sudhar 
Ghar. The search of the NIA 
team continued till 10 pm on 
Saturday. During this time no 
officer was allowed to pick up 
the phone inside the jail and 
neither was allowed to go out-
side. Some drug peddlers and 

gangsters were searched and 
questioned.

The NIA team seized two 
mobiles from the Central Jail 
during the search operation. 
The NIA team estimates data 
can be obtained from these 
mobiles, that how terrorists 
have been contacted sitting 
in jails.  This is the first time 
that the NIA team has reached 
inside the jail of Punjab. Till 
date, all the search operations 
conducted by NIA were lim-
ited to the houses of terror-
ists, gangsters, etc. The NIA 
had strong evidence that the 
network of getting arms and 
drugs from Pakistan was run-
ning from inside the jail.

Talking about Amritsar 
Central Jail, in November only, 
out of 21 days, jail staff seized 
mobiles and banned items till 
14 days. On 51 days, 105 mo-
biles were seized from inside 
the jail i.e. on an average of 
two mobiles daily. 

The Himachal Pradesh 
government on Sunday 
suspended the functioning 
of the Himachal Pradesh 
Staff Selection Commission 
(HPSSC), Hamirpur with 
immediate effect after the 
question paper for the post 
of Junior Office Assistant 
(JOA-IT) was leaked, saying 
that it did not discharge its 
duties and responsibilities 
in a transparent manner.

JOA-IT examinations were 
scheduled to be held on 25 De-
cember. All the ongoing and 
pending recruitment pro-
cesses are kept in abeyance till 
further orders, according to 
an official statement. “Various 
officers, and officials func-
tioning in the HPSSC, Hamir-
pur, shall henceforth report to 
the Officer-on-Special Duty, 

H.P. SSC, Hamirpur, HP, with 
immediate effect, till further 
orders,” it added. The govern-
ment officials’ statement said 
that the decision has been 
taken because Hamirpur 
HPSSC has not discharged 
its duties and responsibilities 
objectively, in a transparent 
manner as well as with due 
confidentiality to the detri-
ment of the job aspirants.

“The acts of omission and 
commission in the HPSSC, 
Hamirpur, have not only 
eroded its credibility but also 
adversely affected the larger 
public interest. 

Prima facie, it appears that 
the HPSSC, Hamirpur has 
not discharged its duties and 
responsibilities objectively, in 
a transparent manner as well 
as with due confidentiality 
to the detriment of the job 
aspirants,” the government 
notification said.
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BJP govt went on spree to open 
institutions to woo voters: CM
TDG NETWORK
shimlA

Chief Minister ManoharLal Khattar at Haryana Assembly. 

winter session 

CM Khattar pays tribute to Sahibzaadas 
on the occasion of ‘Veer Bal Diwas’

The three-day Winter Ses-
sion of the Haryana Vidhan 
Sabha got underway on 
Monday with Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar paying 
tributes to the Sahibzaadas 
on the occasion of the ‘Veer 
Bal Diwas’.

Due to a surge in Covid 
cases across countries, Co-
vid protocols will be strictly 
followed in the assembly. 
Everyone has been instruct-

ed to wear masks inside the 
assembly. Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar said in 
the House, “It’s a proud day 
for all of us. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has decided 
to celebrate today as ‘Veer 
Bal Diwas’ as a mark of re-
spect for the sacrifice of the 
Sahibzaadas of Guru Gobind 
Singh. Both the younger Sa-
hibzaadas sacrificed their 
lives for the sake of our coun-
try and religion.”

Khattar’s tribute was in the 
form of poetry.

There are 311 starred and 
171 unstarred questions that 
have been sent by the MLAs 
so far.

At present, 60 questions 
have been selected for three 
days during the draw orga-
nized under the Chairman-
ship of the Speaker of the 
Vidhan Sabha. Apart from 
this, three bills and two pri-
vate resolutions have also 
been received. Twenty-six 
calling attention motions 
have been sent by the MLAs 
on different issues. 
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in punjaB drug traFFicking

pending Fund will 
Be provided to mlas 
By 31 march: cm 

roBBers Barge in oFFice, 
loot 80,000 cash in ludhiana

haryana govt demolishes illegal 
properties owned By drug paddlers 
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top of the day

jairam thakur 
thanks  
pro-tem 
speaker
shimlA: himachal 
pradesh former Chief 
minister Jairam thakur 
on monday thanked as-
sembly members and 
pro-tem speaker for 
recognizing him as the 
leader of Opposition 
in the 14th himachal 
pradesh Assembly.
taking to twitter, the 
Bharatiya Janata party 
(BJp) leader in hindi 
said, “heartfelt thanks 
to the pro-tem speaker 
and other members of 
the state assembly for 
appointing me as the 
leader of Opposition in 
the assembly. Fulfilling 
this important respon-
sibility well, i assure 
you that i will take up 
all the issues related to 
the public on prior-
ity.” on sunday after 
being elected as the 
leader of the Opposi-
tion in the assembly 
thakur lashed out at 
the sukhvinder singh 
sukhu government, 
saying that it would 
face uncertainty. 

one held For 
possessing 
‘charas’ in 
himachal 
pradesh
shimlA: shimla police 
arrested one person for 
allegedly possessing 
‘Charas’ on monday.
the police recovered 
287.62 gms ‘Charas’ 
from the possession 
of the accused person. 
the accused has been 
identified as Vivek 
malta resident of ut-
tarakhand.
A case has been regis-
tered under the ndps 
Act.

manjinder 
sirsa praises 
pm modi For 
‘veer Baal 
diwas’
new delhi: shower-
ing praise on prime 
minister narendra 
modi for designating 
december 26, as ‘Veer 
Bal diwas’, BJp leader 
manjinder singh sirsa 
said that people will 
now know about the 
sacrifices made by the 
‘sahibzaade’, the four 
sons of guru govind 
singh who were killed 
mercilessly by the 
mughals at a tender 
age.

“it is being shown across 
the country. people are 
coming to know about 
them in various states 
that we didn’t expect. 
A new history is being 
scripted,” said the BJp 
leader.

police recover 
9.84 gm 
heroin, arrest 
accused
shimlA: shimla police 
arrested one person for 
allegedly possessing 
heroin on monday. 
the police recovered 
9.84 gm heroin from 
him. the accused 
has been identified 
as mukul. A case 
has been registered 
under the ndps Act. 
Further investigation 
is underway. earlier in 
the day, shimla police 
arrested one person for 
allegedly possessing 
‘Charas’. 

Haryana Chief Minister, 
Manohar Lal said here on 
Monday on the first day 
winter assembly session that 
the MLAs who have received 
an amount of Rs. 5 crore for 
development works in their 
constituencies and their 
works have not been com-
pleted or the MLAs who have 
not received the total amount 
will be given an opportunity 
to intervene and get it com-
pleted by the next session or 
by 31 March. The Chief Min-
ister was replying during a 
discussion on the provision 
of Local Area Development 
Fund for the legislators in the 
state, on the first day of the 
winter session of the Hary-
ana Vidhan Sabha here on 
Monday. 

Manohar Lal said that the 
State Government has no 
plan to make provision for 
MLALAD on the lines of 
Member of Parliament Local 
Area Development Scheme 
(MPLAD). He said that the 
objective of the Member of 
Legislative Assembly is to 
get development work done 
in their assembly constitu-
ency under any scheme of 
the government. Manohar 
Lal said that the state govern-
ment had given Rs. 5 crore to 

each MLAs for the develop-
ment work in their constitu-
encies in the year 2014 and 
2019. Giving details of Rs 
5 crore allocated to MLAs, 
the Chief Minister apprised 
the House that there are 67 
assembly constituencies 
where an amount of about 
Rs 4 to 6 crore has been al-
located to each constituency. 
Apart from this, inadequate 
amount has been received 
by 10 assembly constituen-
cies including Dadri, Beri, 
Garhi Sampla, Kalanaur, El-
lenabad, Israna, Adampur, 
Rewari, Dabwali and Kalan-
wali. Manohar Lal urged the 
MLAs to hold meetings and 
get information from con-
cerned officers if some devel-
opment works are pending in 
any assembly constituency. 
He made it clear that any 
development work includ-
ing education, health, pan-
chayat etc can be done under 
this allocated amount of Rs 
5 crore to MLAs. The Chief 
Minister said that 90 MLAs 
would be sent a list of works 
done in their areas, in which 
the works whose completion 
certificates are yet to come 
would also be included. If 
any work is left out of this list, 
then the MLA should inform 
the government about it, and 
further action will be taken 
on it as soon as possible.

Two masked robbers, armed 
with lethal weapons, force-
fully entered the office of 
Darshan Lal Baweja, the 
former Chairman of Ludhi-
ana’s Market Committee and 
robbed him off Rs 80,000, 
according to Police.

The incident happened 
on Sunday, 25 December at 
around 2 pm in the after-
noon. Police have registered 
a case on the basis of a com-
plaint received and are inves-
tigating the matter. “Around 
2 pm, two masked robbers 

carrying weapons robbed 
the office of Ludhiana’s for-
mer Chairman of the mar-
ket committee Darshan Lal 
Baweja and stole approx Rs 
80,000 kept in the office. We 
have filed a case and investi-
gation is underway,” said 
Assistant Commissioner of 
Police Gurdev Singh.

Earlier this month, the mo-
bile phone of a Norwegian cy-
clist who had come to partici-
pate in the solo world cycling 
tour was also robbed off his 
mobile phone by snatchers. 
After receiving a complaint, 
Police swung into action and 
recovered the phone. 

The issue of bulldozing illegal properties by 
the Haryana government continues to re-
main in discussions in political spheres. The 
government has continuously taken action 
against such people who built the houses and 
buildings using the money earned through 
drug trafficking. 

 In wake of the increasing cases of drug traf-
ficking and illegal constructions, the govern-
ment is on toes to tighten the noose around 
the neck of such elements who have been 
involved in this trade. The town planning 
wing and the state police in collaboration 
with other departments have demolished 
structures of drug peddlers across the state 

at large scale. Haryana police have intensified 
its drive against most wanted criminals and 
drug peddlers.

In continuation to this, there was a lot of 
uproar on the first day of Haryana assembly 
regarding the matter. The statistics revealed 
that as many as 178 illegal buildings and 
structures were demolished. Out of this, such 
properties or houses were demolished on a 
large scale, which were erected by the owner 
through the drug business.  The government 
is continuously investigating the history of 
such people who illegally purchased proper-
ties.  Of the total illegal properties or houses 
that have been demolished in Haryana, about 
40 percent are such immovable properties 
that were acquired by people involved in the 
illegal business of drugs. 

Himachal Pradesh CM Sukh-
vinder Singh Sukhu, who ar-
rived in Shimla after complet-
ing a week-long quarantine 
period after he tested positive 
for Covid-19, has challenged 
the BJP to go to a Court of Law 
against his government’s re-
cent decisions.

Sukhu arrived in Secretariat 
on Sunday and held closed-
door meetings with officials. 
“The previous BJP Govern-
ment in the State had opened 
over 590 institutions during 
the end of its tenure without 
making any budgetary pro-
vision and without recruit-
ment of required staff and 
their only objective was to 
woo the voters in the State,” 
he claimed.

CM Sukhu while interact-
ing with the media after he 
arrived at Shimla from New 
Delhi today said that they will 
open such institutions only 

after the proper arrange-
ments are done.

“The former BJP Govern-
ment during the last about six 
months of its tenure went on 
a spree to open health, edu-
cation, revenue and other in-
stitutions in a desperate bid 
to woo the voters. To make 
functional all these 590 insti-
tutions, an amount of about 
Rs 3,000 crore was required 
and the so-called double En-
gine government could not do 
it. BJP Government which 
claimed to be the Govern-
ment of a double engine could 
not even get the assistance of 

even a single penny from the 
Central Government during 
its tenure,” Sukhu alleged.

Sukhu further claimed that 
over 30 health institutions 
had been opened by the pre-
vious BJP Government which 
did not have even class IV em-
ployees and a large number 
of institutions were opened 
with just a single employee. 
The Chief Minister said that 
in most of the institutions, 
staff from adjoining institu-
tions was temporarily de-
ployed which was not only 
proving futile for the newly 
opened offices but also ham-
pering the functioning of the 
already existing institution.

“The health institutions 
opened during this period 
were devoid of man and ma-
chinery and were simply an 
eyewash to befool the people. 
The State Government would 
take up the whole issue with 
the people and apprise them 
about the misdeeds of the 
previous BJP Govt,” he said.

CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu



MATHURA COURT ORDER ON SHAHI 
IDGAH VIOLATION OF 1991 ACT: OWAISI

COUNTERING AGGRESSION 

TDG NETWORK 
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AIMIM chief Asaduddin 
Owaisi has expressed dis-
agreement with a Mathura 
court order in the Krishna 
Janmabhoomi-Shahi Idgah 
case and said it is a violation 
of Places of Worship Act. 
The court sought a survey 
report of the Shahi Idgah 
mosque complex.

Ad d r e s s i n g  a  p r e s s 
conference here, Owaisi 
termed the court order 
“wrong” and said they 
have used the survey as a 
first resort, which legal ex-

perts believe should be the 
last resort. “In my opinion, 
the order is wrong. The 
civil court has violated the 
1991 Act. They have used 
the survey as a first resort, 
which legal experts believe 
should be the last resort. I 

disagree with the order,” 
Owaisi told media persons 
here.

Owaisi was referring 
to the Places of Worship 
(Special Provisions) Act 
1991which prohibits con-
version of any place of 
worship and provides for 
the maintenance of the reli-
gious character of any place 
of worship as it existed on 
August 15, 1947. The Act did 
not apply to the case per-
taining to the Ram temple 
in Ayodha.

Owaisi, MP, said the court 
has “completely disregard-
ed that there was an agree-

ment between the Shahi 
Idgah and Krishna Janmab-
hoomi”.

“Shahi Idgah sealed this 
agreement with the ex-
press approval of the Uttar 
Pradesh Sunni Waqf Board 
on October 12, 1968,” he 
said.

“I hope the Shahi Idgah 
Board will appeal against 
this order in the higher 
court and the court will 
look into it,” he added.

Mathura local court on 
Saturday passed an order 
in the Krishna Janmab-
hoomi-Shahi Idgah case to 
survey the disputed site.

Two Russians die 
under mysterious 
circumstances 

Two days after a Russian 
tourist was found dead in a 
hotel in Odisha’s Rayagada, 
another visitor from Russia 
died under mysterious cir-
cumstances on Sunday, ac-
cording to Superintendent 
of Police, Vivekananda 
Shwarma.

The first tourist was iden-
tified as B Vladimir and the 
other as Powel Anthem, as 
per their passport. Accord-
ing to sources, Anthem 
jumped off the third floor 
of the hotel in a suicide bid. 
Anthem’s guide arranged 

an ambulance and rushed 
him to the district head-
quarters hospital (DHH). 
However, he was declared 
dead after some time in the 
hospital.
Anthem jumped off the 

third floor of the hotel soon 
after attending the funeral 
of Russian tourist Vladi-
mir Videnov, who had been 
found dead inside the hotel 
room on Thursday (Decem-
ber 22), sources said.
“The back-to-back deaths 
of two Russian tourists in 
Rayagada town have be-
come a matter of concern 
for the district administra-
tion,” sources added.
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Zelenskyy calls Modi, seeks help 
for peaace formula

as a permanent member of the UN Secu-
rity Council and to exclude it from the UN as a 
whole,” the foreign ministry said in a statement. 
The statement said Russia “illegally occu-

pies the seat of the USSR in the UN Security Coun-
cil”, since the break-up of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

Mask compulsory in Karnataka 
schools

to take precautions from now on.” Ahead of New Year 
celebrations, there will be a huge crowd in pubs and res-
taurants. Therefore the Covid protocols have to be followed 
strictly, said the minister. 

The Delhi government directed all public hospitals in the 
national capital to ramp up preparations and augment sup-
plies in anticipation of rising infections in the coming days. 
According to an official statement issued on Monday, Depu-
ty Chief Minister Manish Sisodia chaired a review meeting 
with directors and medical superintendents of government 
hospitals during which he asked them to prepare for a rise 
in Covid cases in the near future. Sisodia directed the hos-
pital heads to take stock of Covid-preparedness and ensure 
that all requirements, in accordance with the guidelines 
laid down by the Union Health ministry, are met. 

He  a l s o  d i r e c t e d  t h e m  t o  sub m it  a  c o m-
p l i a n c e  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  He a l t h  de p a r t m e nt . 
Meanwhile, the Aam Aadmi Party government in the na-
tional capital approved a budget of Rs 104 crore for govern-
ment hospitals to procure general medicines and prepare 
for Covid-induced contingencies in the immediate future. 

Reviewing the Covid-related arrangements at public hos-
pitals, Sisodia directed that the details with regard to beds, 
ventilators, ICUs, number of doctors and nurses, oxygen 
plants, field staff and medicines are to be shared with the 
Health department by Monday evening. 

“According to the directions of the Union government, a 
mock drill will be organised in all hospitals on Tuesday, 
December 27, to ensure operational readiness for effective 
Covid management. In case of any gaps, the issue will be 
addressed immediately by the health officials concerned,” 
Sisodia added. 

West Bengal Health Department has scheduled a virtual 
meeting with all hospitals in the State on Monday, to assess 
their preparedness in tackling Covid-19 in case of a possible 
fourth wave in the country. 

Speaking on Covid-19 preparedness, Debjyoti Dey, As-
sistant Superintendent of Maniktala ESI hospital, said that 
the hospital is ready to fight against Covid. “We have isola-
tion wards ready for the Covid Positive patients,” Dey said. 
“No one has yet been admitted. But our doctors and nurs-
ing staff are ready, we have already received some instruc-
tion from the health department and are working on it,” 
he added. 

6 air travellers tested Covid 
positive at Delhi, Kolkata airports

 religious place. The foreigners have currently been iso-
lated at a hotel in Bodh Gaya, said Civil surgeon Dr Ranjan 
Kumar Singh. 

“The four foreigners had come to Bodhgaya to attend Da-
lai Lama’s religious programme to be held from December 
29 to 31. One of them is from Myanmar and the other three 
are the residents of Bangkok,” he said. 

Two persons returning from abroad have tested posi-
tive for the Coronavirus infection at the Kolkata Aiport. 
According to sources, one of the positive passengers came 
from Dubai on Saturday while another came from Malay-
sia’s Kuala Lumpur. 

Patients are kept in quarantine in Beliaghata ID Hospital. 

Fresh signs Covid is spreading 
rapidly in China: Report

Gu a n gdo n g  P r ov i n c e,  a  c i t y  h e a l t h  c o m-
m i s s i o n  r e p o r t  o n  Fr i d ay  e s t i m a t e d  b e -
tween 250,000 and 300,000 new cases daily. 
And in northwestern Shaanxi Province, officials in 
Yulin, a city of roughly 3.6 million people, logged 
157,000 infected on Friday, with models estimat-
ing that more than a third of the city’s population 
had already been infected, according to local media. 
These numbers contrast sharply with those from China’s 
national health commission, which on Friday reported 
about 4,000 Covid cases for the entire country, reported 
NYT. 

It’s also a contrast with the picture the ruling Communist 

Party has presented since its abrupt about-face on Covid 
policy in early December. Health experts and state media 
outlets have downplayed Covid’s severity, focusing on sto-
ries of recovery rather than of severe illness. The result has 
been a one-sided presentation of an outbreak that some ex-
perts believe could cause over a million deaths in the com-
ing few months, said Chang. 

Notably, the Communist Party has cast aside restrictive 
“zero Covid” policy, which set off mass protests that were 
a rare challenge to the Communist leadership. 

Meanwhile, there is a shortage of medicine, as Covid rips 
through parts of China, millions are struggling to find treat-
ment -- from the most basic cold remedies to take at home to 
more powerful antivirals for patients in hospitals. 

Gripped with grief and anxiety, many in China want a 
national reckoning over the hard-line Covid policy. Hold-
ing the government accountable may be a quixotic quest, 
reported NYT. 

Despite Beijing’s assurances that the situation is under 
control, data on infections has become more opaque amid 
loosened pandemic constraints. As Covid sweeps across 
the Chinese capital, Beijing looks like a city in the throes of 
a lockdown -- this time, self-imposed by residents. 

China has acknowledged only seven deaths from Co-
vid in the past two weeks and a few thousand new cases 
daily, which health experts call a vast to undercount. 

‘Prachanda’ takes oath as Nepal’s 
new PM

to form the new government.  He served as Prime Min-
ister of Nepal from 2008 to 2009 and again from 2016 to 
2017.  The unexpected decision came after the CPN-Maoist 
Centre abruptly severed ties with Sher Bahadur Deuba’s 
Nepali Congress party which had been in power along with 
its allies. 

Former Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s Commu-
nist Party of Nepal--Unified Marxist Leninist (CPN-
UML) is among the parties in the new ruling coalition. 
Prachanda and Oli have struck an agreement to govern the 
country on a rotational basis, with Oli agreeing to make 
Prachanda Prime Minister first as per the latter’s demand. 

Ironically, in 2021, it was after the Prachanda and Oli split 
that Sher Bahadur Deuba came to power in Kathmandu, 
with support from Prachanda. “A coalition of six parties 
have decided to project Pushpa Kamal Dahal as the Prime 
Minister. An agreement has been reached. Dahal will lead 
the government for two-and-a-half years and the CPN-
UML will be in power in the remaining two-and-a-half 
years,” 

B a r s h a m a n  P u n ,  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  C o m m u-
nist Party of Nepal (Maoist Center) had said. 
In the new coalition, the CPN-UML has 78, Maoist Center 
32, Rastriya Swatantra Party 20, Rastriya Prajatantra Party 
14, Janata Samajbadi Party 12, Janamat Party 6 and Nagarik 
Unmukti Party has four MPs. Three independent lawmak-
ers are also supporting Prachanda. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday congratulated 
Prachanda on being appointed as Nepal’s PM. “Warmest 
congratulations @cmprachanda on being elected as the 
Prime Minister of Nepal. The unique relationship be-
tween India and Nepal is based on deep cultural connect 
and warm people-to-people ties. I look forward to working 
together with you to further strengthen this friendship,” 
PM Modi said in a tweet. 

Severe cold wave in North India, 
visibility dips to zero

Rajasthan is experiencing a record dip in mercury this 
year with the hill station of Mount Abu experiencing snow-
fall and the city of Churu, the gateway to the Thar, record-
ing zero degree Celsius. 

People on the high rocky Aravalli plateau of Mount 
Abu near the Gujarat border woke up to snow-cov-
ered grounds, and glass sheets on vehicles. The 
minimum temperature in another Rajasthan city 
Churu, which is known as the gateway to the Thar 
Desert also slipped to zero degree Celsius on Monday. 
 
According to the India Meteorological Depart-
ment, visibility across most of the northern states re-
mained poor with Bhatinda in Punjab and Bikaner 
in Rajasthan recording “zero visibility”. The vis-
ibility in the national capital here at just 50 meters. 
Not only in Bhatinda, visibility remained low throughout 
Punjab, with Amritsar recording visibility of 25 metres and 
Ambala 50.

The national capital New Delhi reeled under a cold wave 
and foggy conditions, causing disruption of normal life. 
Delhi on Sunday recorded a minimum temperature of 5.3 
degrees celsius while most parts of northern India today 
witnessed temperatures in a range between 3 to 7 degrees 
Celsius said India Meteorological Department (IMD) on 
Monday. Besides New Delhi, reports of shivering and foggy 
conditions came in from many other parts of North India. 

“Severe cold reported at most places over Punjab; Cold 
day at most locations with isolated severe cold day reported 
over Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi; cold day to severe 
cold day at isolated places over northwest Rajasthan and 
west Uttar Pradesh,” read an IMD tweet. 

The district magistrate in Bihar’s Patna said in a notice on 
Saturday that the schools will remain closed for students up 
to class 8 from Monday till year-end in view of cold wave 
conditions. 

Dense fog engulfed parts of Uttar Pradesh’s Mo-
radabad lowering visibility in many areas. As per 
IMD, “Moradabad will witness a minimum tem-
perature of 7°C and a maximum temperature of 
18°C while dense fog will continue to persist today.” 
Fog and cold wave conditions prevailed in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Ghaziabad today. Haridwar in UP too witnessed dense fog 
as the minimum temperature remained below 10 degrees 
Celsius. 

Meanwhile, in Punjab’s Amritsar, fog and cold wave 
conditions prevailed as the minimum temperature was 
recorded at 6.5 degrees Celcius today. In Haryana, thick 
fog shrouded the city of Ambala. 

The cold wave has brought with it a blanket of fog over 
North India. IMD has predicted foggy conditions to con-
tinue for the whole week. 

According to the IMD, visibility across most of the north-
ern states remained poor with Bhatinda in Punjab and Bi-
kaner in Rajasthan recording “zero visibility”. Not only 
in Bhatinda, but the visibility throughout Punjab also re-
mained low, with Amritsar recording visibility of 25 metres. 

Uttar Pradesh, Odisha and West Bengal also recorded 
very low visibility on the day with the number dipping to 
50 metres in Uttar Pradesh and Odisha, while North Bengal 
recorded visibility of 200 meters. 

In the last few days, several trains have been delayed and 
some got cancelled owing to a thick layer of fog. Often, 
flights also run delayed amid foggy conditions and poor 
visibility. In the wake of the same, India’s leading airline 
and a Star Alliance member, Air India announced on Sat-
urday about its “FogCare” initiative to mitigate the impact 
of disruptions due to fog on passengers. 

This initiative, which will initially be launched for flights 
departing from and arriving at IGI airport, New Delhi, aims 
to take care of unforeseen circumstances such as delays and 
cancellations of flights amid thick fog that engulfs northern 
India during the winter season. 

Under the new FogCare initiative, Air India will be taking 
proactive steps to isolate the impact of fog on flight opera-
tions, which usually takes place in the early mornings and 
late evenings, but often also cascades throughout the day. 

3-day CBI custody of Dhoot , 
Chanda and Deepak Kochhar

that Deepak Kochhar was arrested in an inhumane man-
ner and the agency needs to explain his arrest. 

“Deepak Kochhar got bail in the ED case. The agency ap-
proached the Supreme Court challenging my client’s bail 
but it refused to intervene. My client was arrested in an in-
humane manner at a time when his son’s marriage has been 
fixed. This is illegal.The arrest of Deepak Kochhar needs to 
be explained. It was not a routine arrest,” said Chaudhary. 

C h au d h a r y  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e  a r r e s t  c o u l d 
n o t  b e  m a d e  o n  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a l o n e . 
“It is a 2017 case. If they think that my client committed 
a crime, why did they not arrest him for 5 years? This is 
blatant misuse of power and a violation of my client’s fun-
damental rights,” said Chaudhary. 

He said the high court has said no offence was made out 
in all cases and even the Supreme Court refused to inter-
vene in the matter. Amit Desai, the advocate for Chanda 
Kochhar, told the court that there is no instance where the 
CBI filed a chargesheet against his client and she was found 
guilty as charged. 

“The CBI did not investigate for two days. How can it then 
say that my client is not cooperating?” Desai said. The CBI, 
in its chargesheet, said, “Dhoot has not disclosed full and 
true facts and for making proper investigation and taking 
the case to the logical end. He is required to be confronted 
with Chanda Kochhar and Deepak Kochhar.” 

Kochhar’s advocate said they would not apply for bail 
immediately as the case is at the remand stage. The case is 
related to alleged irregularities and corrupt practices in the 
sanction of Rs 1,875 crore loan disbursed by ICICI Bank to 
the Videocon Group between 2009 and 2011. 

During its preliminary enquiry, the CBI found that 
six loans worth Rs 1,875 crore were sanctioned to the 
Videocon Group and companies associated with it 
between June 2009 and October 2011, in an alleged 
violation of the laid-down policies of ICICI Bank. 
 he agency claimed the loans were declared non-performing 
assets in 2012, causing a loss of Rs 1,730 crore to the bank. 

Shraddha murder forced break up 
with Tunisha: Sheezan to police

repercussions emerging from the Shraddha Walkar case 
and told his former paramour that belonging to a different 
community stands in their way as did their age gap. During 
interrogation, Sheezan further revealed that Tunisha had 
earlier also attempted suicide after they broke up. “Tuni-
sha had recently tried to commit suicide a few days before 
her death, but at that time I saved her and told Tunisha’s 
mother to take special care of her,” police sources quoted 
Sheezan as saying. 

Tunisha and Sheezan broke up a fortnight before she was 
found dead inside a toilet in a TV shoot set on 24 December. 

The police have said the reason behind Tunisha’s alleged 
extreme step that ended her life could be her breakup with 
Sheezan over a fortnight back. 

The First Information Report, or FIR, of the case, 
revealed that the two actors were in a relationship, 
and had broken up 15 days ago. Tunisha Sharma was 
reportedly under stress, and it is suspected that’s 
what drove her to the edge, said the Mumbai police. 
The police have sent the mobile phones of both Tunisha 
and Sheezan to the forensic lab, so that the calls and chats 
between the two can be retrieved to understand what hap-
pened between the duo and what drove Tunisha to death 
after 15 days of breakup,” police sources said. 

According to the initial probe, Tunisha had left her house 
happily on Saturday morning to go to the serial set. 

After the first shift shoot was over, Sheejan Khan and 
Tunisha were in the make-up room, both of them went to 
lunch as usual, the police said. However, Tunisha did not 
have lunch on the day of her demise and after Sheejan fin-
ished lunch, both of them started their work, Sheezan went 
to shoot on the set and Tunisha went to the makeup room. 

When Tunisha Sharma did not come back after 
her tea break, then people started looking for her. 

Police access video of Shraddha 
asking Aaftab to stop fighting

Shraddha used to fight. 
However, not much is being said about the video right 

now, sources added. Sources in Delhi Police said they 
would get done a face recognition test done in the Central 
Forensic Science Laboratory (CFSL) so that Aaftab’s pres-
ence in the video can be confirmed scientifically. 

“This will be done so that Aaftab cannot deny that he is 
not part of the video,” sources added. According to police 
sources, a 3D image of Aaftab will be taken in this test. 

Meanwhile, on Monday Aaftab was brought to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation’s CFSL lab in the national capi-
tal for a voice sampling test. 

Tihar jail officials were seen taking Aaftab to the forensic 
lab for the test procedure. 

A Delhi Court had on Friday given permission to the Delhi 
Police to obtain a voice sample of Poonawalla after police 
had submitted a plea for the same. 

This follows after Delhi Police managed to retrieve 
an audio conversation between Aaftab and Shraddha. 
Court has observed that though a fair trial is a right of an 
accused but at the same time, a fair investigation is required 
in the larger public interest. 

Aaftab allegedly killed Shraddha on 18 May, chopped her 
body into 35 pieces and dumped them at various places over 
a period of 18 days. 

Asaduddin Owaisi

UNNAO GANG RAPE CASE 

DELHI HC DIRECTS NOT TO TAKE 
COERCIVE ACTION AGAINST 
RAPE SURVIVOR 

The Delhi High Court has 
recently issued notice on 
the plea moved by the 
victim of the Unnao Gang 
rape case seeking anticipa-
tory bail in a case of alleged 
forgery of date of birth. 
The Delhi High Court has 
directed not to take any 
coercive action against the 
victim till the next date of 
the hearing. The expelled 
BJP MLA Kuldeep Singh 
Sengar was convicted 
under the POCSO Act 
for the rape of a minor 
victim. He is serving a 

life sentence and his ap-
peal is pending before 
the Delhi High Court. 
Justice Anup Jairam 
Bhambhani issued no-
tice to the State and 
granted six weeks’ time 
to file a status report. 
The matter has been 
listed on March 1, 2023. 

“In the meantime, subject 
to the petitioner appear-
ing before the learned 
trial court as and when 
required, no precipitate 
action affecting the pe-
titioner’s liberty shall be 
taken by the trial court, till 
the next date of hearing,” 
Justice Bhambhani said.
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DISPUTE

A major clash broke out 
between two groups, and 
resulted in stone pelting, in 
Chhttisgarh's Bhilai over 
installing a statue of former 
Prime Minsiter Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee on his 98th birth 
anniversary.

As per reports, a statue of 
former PM Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee was being installed 
at Camp-2 Garden area in 
Chhattisgarh's Bhilai on 
Sunday by Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) workers, which 
was allegedly heavily op-
posed by Congress workers. 
The brawl escalated so much 
that it led to stone pelting be-
tween the groups. Police per-
sonnel, at the spot to control 
the brawl, also got injured in 

the stone pelting.
However, the spot has been 

sealed by the police under 
section 145 of CrPC.

"A situation of clash erupt-
ed over the installation of 
a statue of Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee in the Camp-2 area 
park of Bhilai. The Supreme 
Court has directed that there 
is an Empowered Commit-
tee headed by the Collector 
which gives permission. Per-
mission was not taken from 
the committe," Durg, Super-
intendent of Police Abhishek 
Pallava said.

"This incident will be 
placed before the collector's 
committee. The spot has 
been sealed under section 
145. Further action will be 
followed as soon as the per-
mission comes from the col-
lector," he added.

Two groups clash over 
installation of Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee's statue

ILLEGAL

A priest from an Uttar 
Pradesh church has been 
arrested over an alleged 
case of forced religious 
conversion in Rampur, 
police said.

The accused priest, Polo 
Messiah, has been booked 
under sections of the Ut-
tar Pradesh Prohibition 
of Unlawful Conversion 
of Religion Act, police 
said. Sansar Singh, addi-
tional DCP, Rampur said 
the case was registered on 
the basis of a complaint by 

a local resident, Rajeev Ya-
dav, against the accused, 
who will be sent to jail.

"Local police station 
got the information that 
a priest, Polo Messiah, a 
resident of civil lines, was 
gathering people from 
other communities and 
attempting to convert 
them," the DCP said.

Singh said that police 
took prompt action and 
arrested the priest.

"Accused will be sent to 
jail on 27 December," DCP 
added.

On 21 December, in a 

similar case, Sitapur Po-
lice filed an FIR against 
two persons in a case of al-
leged forced religious con-
version in Uttar Pradesh.

Police then said, that two 
Indians and four Brazil 
nationals had organised 
a programme in Shahba-
jpur village and allegedly 
lured people to change 
their religion.

In October this year, Ut-
tar Pradesh Police lodged 
an FIR against nine peo-
ple for alleged forced con-
versions to Christianity  
in Meerut. 

UP: Priest booked over 
alleged forced conversion 
TDG NETWORK
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CONFERENCE

Karnataka Chief Minister 
Basavaraj Bommai is ex-
pected to meet Bharatiya 
Janata Party National Presi-
dent JP Nadda and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
here in the national capital 
ahead of the state assembly  
elections next year.

Karnataka CM Basvaraj 

Bommai is likely to fly down 
to Delhi Monday evening. 
The meeting is also likely to 
be attended by Karnataka's 
BJP In-charge and party's na-
tional general secretary Arun 
Singh and Union Minister 
Prahlad Joshi. Apart from 
the issues concerning the or-
ganisation and preparation of 
next year's polls in the state, 
Bommai could also discuss 

on the proposal to increase 
reservations for Scheduled 
Castes to 17 per cent from 
15 per cent and Scheduled 
Tribes to 7 per cent from 3 
per cent.

Amongst the pressing is-
sues likely to be discussed 
in the meeting with the top 
brass would also include the 
pending Maharashtra-Kar-
nataka border matter.

CM Bommai will be in Delhi, 
may meet Amit Shah, JP Nadda
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

DANGER

DIRECTION

 'Storm Warning Cage 3' was 
mounted at Pamban port in 
Rameswaram on Monday 
to warn of the danger of up-
coming storms.

The Pamban Port Office 
has installed a storm cage to 
inform about the sea chang-
es, wind speed and storm 
risks with the main of warn-
ing the fishermen who go 
fishing in the open sea. Ac-

cording to the information 
provided by the Pamban Port 
office, a morning depression 

over the southwest Bay of 
Bengal moved southwest 
and centred at 1730 hrs IST 

today, in the same area on 
24 December near latitude 
09.7°N and longitude 83.0°E, 
230 km east northeast of 
Trincomalee ( Sri Lanka km), 
220 east of Jaffna ( Sri Lan-
ka), 360 km east-southeast of 
Nagapattinam (Tamil Nadu) 
and 480 km south-southeast 
of Chennai (Tamil Nadu).

Train operations on the 
Pamban rail bridge, have 
been suspended till 28 De-
cember, according to the 
railway statement.

Bombay High Court directed 
the Maharashtra state direc-
tor general of police (DGP) to 
appoint a senior IPS rank of-
ficer to carry out investigations 
into an alleged gang rape case 
in Solapur after the rape sur-
vivor approached the Court 
with her plea to transfer her 
case, accusing the present in-
vestigation team of protecting 
the accused.

The alleged gangrape took 
place on 31 October, 2021 in 
Maharashtra's Solapur area. 
Police recorded the victim's 
statement in January 2022 and 
filed the chargesheet in Febru-
ary 2022. The victim in her 
plea submitted on 9 May stated 
that police sidelined the state-
ment of the victim recorded 
under Section 164 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) 
and have relied on an alibi of 
the accused while filing the 
chargesheet.

The HC bench has asked the 
magistrate court not to take 
any step on the chargesheet 
filed till further orders and has 
also directed DGO to conduct 
an inquiry against the investi-
gating officer (IO) of the Sola-
pur police.

The HC has also directed 
its registry to hand deliver a 
copy of the order to the Home 
Minister, Law minister of Ma-
harashtra and State women's 
commission for their informa-
tion and record.

While passing the order on 

21 December, Bombay HC has 
observed that it is very unhap-
py over repeated cases of such 
nature where the police is al-
legedly involved in protecting 
the rape accused.

"It clearly appears to us that, 
the Investigating Officer with a 
view to protecting both the ac-
cused persons from the crime 
of higher degree has indulged 
into the said act. It further ap-
pears that he is interested in 
protecting the accused in such 
an offence of serious nature. 
The facts as unfurled are not 
only astonishing but flabber-
gasting and shake the con-
sciousness of this court.

"In the circumstances, we 
hereby direct the Director 
General of Police, Maharash-
tra to personally peruse the 
record of the investigation 
and transfer the investiga-
tion of the present crime to 
a Senior Officer of the IPS 
Cadre to further investigate 
the present crime. The DGP 
is also directed to instruct 
the concerned Officer not to 
relegate his powers further to 
any subordinate officer, taking 
into consideration the serious 
nature of the case"

Court further said, "It is to be 
noted here that, we have come 
across at least three such cases 
in last three weeks wherein the 
statement of the prosecution 
has been totally disbelieved in 
the grave and a serious offence 
under Section 376 of the IPC 
by not following the law enun-
ciated by the Hon'ble Supreme 
Court in its catena of decisions. 

 ALERT: 'STORM WARNING CAGE 3' MOUNTED AT PAMBAN PORT

Solapur gang rape case: 
Bombay High Court 
directs DGP to probe
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DEMAND FOR JUSTICFE

Karnataka Chief Minister Ba-
savaraj Bommai appealed to 
the people for peace who were 
protesting against the alleged 
killing of a man in Mangaluru 
and assured necessary action 
into the matter.

"The probe is in progress. 
The police will take neces-
sary action on it," Bommai 
said. Earlier in the day, the lo-
cals staged a protest in front 
of a masjid keeping the body 
of the man who was identified 
as Jaleel, who was allegedly 
stabbed on Saturday night.

The protestors demanded 
justice while also seeking 
compensation for his fam-
ily. The police Commissioner 
convinced the public who 
gathered in large numbers.

This comes after a group 
of unidentified miscreants 
stabbed Jaleel to death at 
Krishnapura, Mangaluru 
outskirts in Karnataka.

Jaleel was stabbed while he 
was standing in front of his 
shop. His attackers fled from 
the spot after the assault, the 
police added.

The victim was immediately 
rushed to the hospital but he 
died during treatment. "In-
jured breathed his last and 
now the body is shifted to AJ 
hospital for further proce-
dures," said Police Commis-
sioner N Shashikumar.

Mangaluru city police 
commissioner promulgated 
prohibitory orders under  
Section 144 of the CrPC  
in Surathkal, Bajpe, Kavoor 
and Panambur police station 
limit,

Karnataka CM assures 
action into Mangaluru killing 
incident after locals protest
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DEVELOPMENT

Dharmadam, Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan's 
constituency has achieved 
the position of complete li-
brary constituency in India, 
the first in India.

In his Facebook post, Vi-
jayan said that out of the 
total 138 wards in the con-
stituency, there were no 
libraries in 63 wards. Dhar-
madam reached the achieve-
ment with the opening of 
libraries in these wards too. 
"Complete librarianisation 
was made possible with the 

support of all sections of the 
people of the constituency. 
The People's Mission for So-
cial Development, a people's 
organization, has taken up 
the work of establishing li-
braries and expanding the 
existing ones in Dharmadam 
constituency," he wrote.

Mentioning that librar-
ies and public spaces have a 
unique place in social prog-
ress, the Chief Minister said 
that this is why people have 
gone ahead with the activi-
ties of establishing libraries 
in every ward.

"A mission was formed to 
consolidate operations. 

Kerala's Dharmadam 
becomes first complete 
library constituency 
TDG NETWORK
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SUICIDE

A college student 
committed sui-
cide by hanging 

inside the official bun-
galow of Congress MLA 
Omkar Singh Markam in 
Bhopal. The Police have 
also recovered a suicide 
note from the spot. The 
student named Tirath 
Singh was studying at 
the MLA's bungalow for 
the last four years. The 
incident took place in the 
Shyamala Hills area.

Police said that prima 
facie evident point that 
the student committed 
suicide since he was suf-

fering from cancer. The 
suicide note has been 
sent to the handwriting 
experts to match it with 
that of the deceased. 
Umesh Yadav, the SHO 
of Shyamala Hills Police 
Station said that they 
have started an investi-
gation into all the aspects 
that could have led to the 
student's death.

"Information was re-
ceived about a youth 
committing suicide at 
the official residence 
of Didori MLA Omkar 
Singh Markam, located 
in Professor Colony. A 
suicide note has also 
been found," he said.

The body has been sent 

for post-mortem. Po-
lice said that they spoke 
with a person who was 
staying with Tirath at 
the Government Bun-
galow, and learned that  
the deceased was suf-
fering from Cancer and 
was also undergoing 
treatment in Bhopal. "It 
is clear from the suicide 
note and the family's 
statement that he was 
suffering from cancer 
due to which he commit-
ted suicide."

"We are investigating 
all the aspects and will 
soon come to a conclu-
sion soon and action will 
be taken accordingly," he 
added.

STUDENT FOUND DEAD AT 
CONGRESS MLA'S  HOUSE
TDG NETWORK
BHOPAL

Two groups stone pelted over installation of Atal Bihari's statue.

TOP OF THE DAY

POLICE SEIZE, 
BURN HUGE 
QUANTITIES OF 
CANNABIS 
ANAKAPALLI: In an 
operation to make Andhra 
Pradesh cannabis free, the 
state Police seized huge 
quantities of the crop and 
burnt them in the Anaka-
palli district. The operation 
was carried out under the 

'Operation Parivarthana' 
launched with the intention 
of making Andhra Pradesh 
a cannabis-free state after 
several miscreants were 
caught smuggling ganja 
across the Andhra-Odisha 
border, said CM Trivikram 
Varma, the DIG of Guntur 
Range. "We have distribut-
ed free vegetable and other 
commercial crops through 
a seed distribution pro-
gram which was carried 
out under the supervision 
of the police, in collabora-
tion with the Department 
of Agriculture, Horticulture 
and ITDA. It was organised 
to create awareness with 
the Kalajata groups so 
that they plant alternative 
crops," he added.

TWO PEOPLE 
KILLED IN 
ELEPHANT ATTACK 
IN ASSAM'S 
CHARAIDEO
CHARAIDEO: Two people 
were killed after being at-
tacked by wild elephants 
in Assam's Charaideo 
district on Monday. The 
incident occurred at the 
Manjusri tea estate near 
Sonari in the Charaideo 
district. According to 
forest officials, the wild 
elephants also damaged 
several houses. Haidar 
Ali, a forest official of So-
nari said that, two people 
were killed after being 
attacked by a herd of wild 
elephants who entered 
the area in search of 
food. "The herd of wild 
elephants came out 
from a nearby reserve 
forest area," the forest 
official said. Earlier, on 
15 December, at least 
three persons, including 
a child, were killed and 
two others injured after 
they were attacked by a 
herd of wild elephants 
in Goalpara district. Two 
vehicles were also dam-
aged by the elephants. 
The incident took place 
on the Lakhipur-Agia 
road of the Lakhipur for-
est range.

LEOPARD 
WHICH ENTERED 
UNIVERSITY 
CAMPUS IN TIRUPATI 
CAPTURED
TIRUPTI: The first 
department captured 
a leopard at the 
Sri Venkateswara 
Veterinary University 
in Andhra Pradesh's 
Tirupati after setting 
up traps including two 
cages in the jungle, 
according to a forest 
official on Sunday. The 
leopard was reportedly 
roaming in the 
university premises, 
following which the 
forest officials used 
six cameras and traps 
along with two cages 
at two different places 
to capture the leopard. 
The search for the 
leopard was underway 
since Saturday night, 
which finally came 
to an end on Sunday 
morning. After the 
successful capture 
of the leopard, it was 
release in the dense 
forest.
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ATTACK

Union Civil Aviation Minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia took a 
jibe at his former party chief 
Rahul Gandhi who is lead-
ing the Bharat Jodo Yatra af-
ter several Congress leaders 
raised objection to Centre's 
letter asking for Covid-ap-
propriate behaviour during 
the foot march.

Scindia said, "Those who 
are talking about the Bharat 
Jodo (unite India) ideology, 
the same party is raising ob-
jections to comply to Covid-
appropriate behaviour. So it 
is evident what is the posi-
tion of that party in uniting 
India. Scindia also said how 
can "that party unite India 
which has not managed to 
keep itself united?"

The union minister was 
speaking to the media on the 
occasion of former PM Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee's birth anni-
versary in Madhya Pradesh's 
Gwalior district on Sunday.

"Birth anniversary of late 
PM Vajpayee is being cele-
brated as Good Governance 

Day. Today is an important 
day," Scindia said highlight-
ing the fact that unlike in oth-
er parties, in the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), there is no 
leader, all are party workers.

"Our family has a very close 
relationship with Vajpayeeji. 
He gave me a lot of strength 
when I was in trouble. To-
day is his birthday. It is a 
matter of happiness, but his 
absence makes me feel bad," 
the union minister added.

During the program, Jyoti-
raditya Scindia also helped 
Madhya Pradesh Energy 
Minister Pradhuman Singh 
Tomar restart wearing his 
'chappal' which he had aban-
doned for two months.

JYOTIRADITYA QUESTIONS CONGRESS' 
BHARAT JODO IDEOLOGY AFTER 
PARTY'S COVID SOP OBJECTIONS
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LIFESAVING ACT

Nine Russian tourists were 
rescued off Mandrem and 
Morjim beaches, even as five 
other persons were rescued 
along Goa's beaches, which 
saw tourists visit the state's 
coastline by droves over the 
Christmas weekend, Drishti 
lifesavers said on Monday.

According to an official 
statement, two Russian na-
tionals, aged 67 years and 
41 years respectively, were 
overcome by a rough current 
at Mandrem.

The mother and daughter 
were pushed apart by pow-
erful waves and were strug-
gling to swim back to shore.

On noticing the struggle, 
two Drishti lifeguards, 
Karan and Rohit, rushed to 
their rescue with the help  
of rescue tubes.

The lifesavers brought the 
individuals back to shore 
and conducted a few medical 
tests before releasing them.

Another Russian nation-
al aged 28 years was also 
caught in a rip current on 
the same beach and needed 
rescuing by Drishti lifesavers 
Rahul and Akshay, with the 

help of a jet ski and a rescue 
tube.

Morjim beach accounted 
for three double rescues 
involving Russian nation-
als. Lifesavers Amon and 
Pramod came to the aid of 
a male and female, aged 
38 years and 18 years, 
who found themselves 
in a difficult situation in 
the waters after being hit  
by a rough tide.

In another incident, a 
Drishti lifesaver patrolling 
on a jetski was hailed by two 
individuals aged 33 years and 
30 years, who sought assis-
tance in returning back to 
shore as they were unsure 
how to swim back.

Drishti lifesavers' volunteers 
- Suresh and Dinanath with 
the help of jetskis and surf-
boards, rushed into the water 
after two other individuals in 
a group of eight were caught 
in a rip current leaving them 
helpless in the water. They 
were safely returned to shore.

The Christmas weekend 
also saw five other rescues 
across the coastal belt of Goa. 
Morjim, Vagator, and Man-
drem accounted for most of 
the rescue incidents.

Additional lifeguards were 

deputed to popular beaches 
and midnight shifts for life-
guards had been introduced 
by Drishti Marine last week, 
as a strategic measure to safe-
guard lives at Goa's beaches 
and other water bodies, keep-
ing in mind the additional 
footfall of visitors during the 
festive period.

In addition to the rescues, 
Drishti lifesavers were re-
sponsible for the recovery 
of six missing children and 
one adult on the beaches 
of Calangute, Mandrem, 
 Colva, and Baga.

At Calangute beach, there 
was a double rescue involv-
ing residents of Mumbai and 
Bengaluru, between the ages 
of 25 years and 27 years. Va-
gator beach reported one 
rescue of an individual from 
Rajasthan who was caught 
in a rough rip current, while 
Colva and Palolem both re-
ported a rescue each on the 
 respective beaches.

Drishti lifesavers assisted 
in the recovery of six miss-
ing children, the youngest 
of whom was a two-year-old 
and the oldest was nine years 
old. Each operation involved 
a jeep, with announcements 
made over the PA system.

GOA: 9 RUSSIANS, AMONG 14 PERSONS 
RESCUED OVER CHRISTMAS WEEKEND
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India enters 2023 amidst 
hope both nationally 
and internationally de-

spite the scare of Covid 19 
recurrence. The country 
has learnt to deal with Cov-
id. The likely herd immunity 
with wider coverage of vac-
cine and the need to follow 
the Covid protocol would 
ensure that economy is not 
disrupted again.

We cannot forget that 
when the First Covid Wave 
had reached its peak in 
2020, India witnessed its 
worst economic recession 
due to complete shutdown 
of economic activities. In the 
first quarter of 2020-21, the 
GDP had declined by 23.8 
per cent. A gradual recovery 
afterwards ensured that the 
country was better placed by 
the end of the financial year.

The nimble steps taken 
by the economy was over-

shadowed due to the more 
ferocious wave that came 
in 2021 leading to death and 
devastation of unprecedent-
ed dimension. The hospitals 
and crematoriums were hav-
ing long queues and oxygen 
shortage compounded the 
problems.

The second wave ebbed 
soon and the Government’s 
vaccination drive provided 
the confidence that even 
when Covid 19 would not go 
away, Indians would learn to 
live with the pandemic. The 
figures of death came down 
and hopes surged ahead 
once more. Economic activi-
ties came back to the rails 
and everyone predicted a 
healthy economic recov-
ery for India as the country 
picked momentum in 2022.

The GST revenue figure 
which is an indicator of 
economic activity was at its 
highest at Rs 1,67,540 crore 
in April 2022 which was Rs 
25,000 crore more than the 
collection a month back. In 
October 2022, the GST col-
lection touched the second 
highest figure of Rs 1.52 
lakh crore. The robust eco-
nomic health was indicated 
by the fact that for the last 
nine months till November 
2022, the GST collection fig-

ure stayed above Rs 1.4 lakh 
crore.

There is fear now that 
people are talking of an-
other wave of Covid 19. 
What would happen if the 
country witnesses another 
shutdown? The possibility 
is remote even if the Gov-
ernment is forced to imple-
ment certain restrictions. 
The country is much better 
prepared. The vaccination 
rate is very high and people 
may need a booster dose. The 
likelihood of herd immunity 
fighting back any major out-
break is most likely. Precau-
tion should replace panic for 
better results.

The Covid protocol should 
not become a victim of poli-
tics as it appears to be in the 
case of the Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
To say that the Government 
is scared of the yatra is good 
optics but bad politics. Peo-
ple would not appreciate 
endangering lived of citizens 
after having witnessed death 
and destruction.

The year 2022 would be 
remembered for projecting 
India’s strength at the world 
forums. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi emerged as 
a true global leader whom 
everyone wants to consult. 
India getting presidency of 
G20 is one more feather in 
the cap. There is something 
that is unique that wherever 
he goes, Modi creates a web 
of trusted friends.

At the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict India did not join 
the sanction group, fought 
for its own interest and the 
entire world acknowledged 
India’s situation. Russian 

oil kept coming to India 
without difficulty. But this 
did not disturb India’s equa-
tions with forces opposed to 
Russia. CIA chief Bill Burns 
recently credited the Indian 
Prime Minister for averting 
use of nuclear weapons in 
Ukraine.

“Prime Minister Modi’s 
views on the use of nuclear 
weapons had an impact on 
the Russians and could well 
have averted a global disaster 
in the context of the Ukraine 
war” he said in an interview. 
Modi has been persuading 
major leaders of the world 
to end the route of military 
conflict. He has spoken to 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin a number of times to 
discuss the situation and to 
argue that all issues must be 
resolved across the table.

There is every likelihood 
that India would strongly 
work for expansion of the 
permanent membership of 
the United Nations Security 
Council. There is all likeli-
hood that India would get 
into the prestigious club 
with veto. India has emerged 
as a matured country and 
has taken humanity based 
stand on all issues. Global 
leaders respect Modi for his 
vision and maturity.

But the coming year would 
be marred by acrimony and 
low political discourse. The 
political divide is likely to be 
accentuated. Gerrymander-
ing of political boundaries 
would take place on the ba-
sis of survival instinct. While 
parties opposed to the BJP 
will trying to come together, 
they would face lots of con-

flict from within on how to 
reconcile differences.

Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat 
Jodo Yatra is an attempt 
at demonstrating that the 
Congress despite defeats 
has been the party to reckon 
with. There is race within 
the opposition to draw a big-
ger line and increase accept-
ability. Will others accept 
Rahul Gandhi as the leader 
of the forces opposed to the 
BJP?

What will happen to Nit-
ish Kumar of the Janata Dal 
United (JDU) who split up 
with the BJP to give vent to 
his ambition to take he best 
shot at the Prime Minister’s 
post? How would Ms Mama-
ta Banerjee of the Trinamul 
Congress (TMC) react? She 
is also itching to play a larger 
role at the national level. K 
Chandrashekhar Rao of the 
Telangana Rashtra Samiti 
(TRS) is more than keen to 
play a role at the Centre and 
leave the throne of Telan-
gana to his son. The TRS 
has already set up a national 
headquarters in Delhi to 
demonstrate its aspirations.

Not to be left behind if Ar-
vind Kejriwal of the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) that has 
been able to manage foot-
prints in many States and 
will certainly claim the sta-
tus of being a national party. 
Besides having two Govern-
ments in States-Delhi and 
Punjab, the AAP has picked 
up respectable votes in other 
States.

The National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) under Na-
rendra Modi is a strong co-
alition that would aspire to 

win more seats. The BJP on 
its own would try to better its 
performance of winning 303 
Lok Sabha seats in 2019 by 
targeting between 350-400 
Lok Sabha seats in 2024.

The NDA would ride on 
performance, patriotism 
and projections. A buoy-
ant economy and a hopeful 
nation would certainly go 
with Modi rather than trust 
naysayers and messengers 
of doom. The Congress 
and leaders of other parties 
would find it hard to send 
across a message of cohesive 
coalition based on strong ri-
val ideology. A ragtag coali-
tion with the single purpose 
of opposing Modi would not 
carry much weight.

So, there will be rumours, 
baseless charges, fictitious 
reports, and slander by the 
Congress echo system led 
by the Left to defame Modi 
and this government. The 
Prime Minister has already 
hinted at this and asked the 
rank and file to be guarded 
and not get provoked.

It would be a real challenge 
to counter negativism and 
spread positivity. We have 
witnessed how foreign pow-
ers have used their money 
clout to create unrest and 
have someone who would 
be more pliant to the West. 
Certain vested interests don’t 
work within the parameters 
of morality. A nationalist 
government working to 
strengthen the cultural ethos 
of India would not suit them. 
The NDA Government un-
der Modi has certainly been 
a story of India rising to re-
alise its fullest potential.

A rising India narrative 
to continue in 2023 
The NDA would ride on performance, patriotism and projections. A buoyant economy and a hopeful 
nation would certainly go with Modi rather than trust naysayers and messengers of doom.

Positive outlook 

In a year-end review of Beijing’s diplomacy in 
2022, Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi on Sun-
day said that China is ready to work with India 
towards achieving “sound growth” of bilateral ties. 
He also said, “China and India have maintained 
communication through the diplomatic and mili-
tary-to-military channels, and both countries are 
committed to upholding stability in the border ar-
eas.” Many analysts are viewing these words as the 
Chinese Foreign Minister’s offer of peace to India, 
given Beijing being neck-deep in trouble as a result 
of massive Covid-19 
surge  in  China. 
Some say that Wang 
Yi’s  s t at e m e nt s 
“showing intention” 
to mend ties with 
India are, in fact, 
the part of Beijing’s 
strategy to pacify 
growing anti-China 
sentiments in In-
dia, which have the 
potential to damage 
its business inter-
ests here. But the 
biggest question is 
whether China can 
be trusted at all. Should India give a positive re-
sponse to the “proposal” that has come from Wang 
Yi to repair and improve ties between India and 
China? With Beijing still not showing any intention 
to do anything that could reduce tension along the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC), should New Delhi go 
ahead with any proposal aimed at restoring normal 
diplomatic ties with China? In view of the Chinese 
track-record of resorting to unfair and unprinci-
pled conducts, it is not advisable for India to take 
any step forward towards restoring normal diplo-
matic ties with China. New Delhi should think of 
giving a positive response to Wang Yi’s statements 
only if they are backed by actions on the ground. 
Entire global community and New Delhi are aware 
that violation of international law and rules based 
order is the hallmark of China’s foreign policy. So, 
what India must be waiting for is Beijing’s actions 
to reduce tension at LAC so that it can be taken se-
riously in future. 

Significantly, Wang Yi’s statements have 
come weeks after Chinese troops attempted to 
transgress the Line of Actual Control (LAC) at 
Yangtse in Tawang sector and were pushed back 
by Indian soldiers. Wang’s statement has also come 
amid the dragging India-China border row, which 
erupted in eastern Ladakh in 2020.  Needless to 
say, India-China ties have plunged to their lowest 
in decades since May 2020. With all these devel-
opments in the background, India must categori-
cally reiterate that until China restores the status 
quo ante of April 2020 in eastern Ladakh, there 
cannot be any efforts in the direction of restoring 
normal ties between the two countries. Similarly, 
India must reiterate its position that Tawang is 
non-negotiable for New Delhi and that Beijing 
must dismantle all infrastructure that it has raised 
illegally in border areas in violation of written bi-
lateral pacts.

Some foreign policy watchers are right in raising 
the question why there were clashes in Tawang 
if China really intended to grow ties with India 
in a positive way. With this being the case, the 
situation cannot revert to normal until Beijing 
returns to the status quo ante as of April 2020. 
India will believe only Chinese actions and not 
merely words that have been expressed by Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi. On the one hand, Yi is seeking 
normalisation of relations with India, and on 
the other hand, People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
is keeping India preoccupied with the border 
standoffs. The developments triggered mistrust 
and suspicion not only between the two armies 
but between India and China.  The 17th round 
of army commander-level talks held last week 
did not yield much, with China understandably 
refusing to relent. There was little indication of 
any forward movement from the joint statement 
that was issued after the meeting. With China 
continuing to be adamant on border issues, how 
can Wang Yi’s words be believed and trusted? 
What is, therefore, advisable is that India must 
be very cautious while dealing with China despite 
the words from Wang Yi who is seeking to signal 
positivity in terms of mending ties with India. 
What is worth noting here in this context is that 
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has, 
on many occasions, made it clear that India’s 
relationship with China cannot be normal unless 
there is peace in the border areas. Jaishankar has 
also said that peace and tranquillity in the border 
areas remain the basis for normal ties between 
India and China. Perhaps, these statements from 
Jaishnankar on various occasions in the past must 
serve as a significant reminder to the Chinese 
foreign minister who is seeking to normalise ties 
with New Delhi.

T. BRAJESH

perspective
TRUST DEFICIT

WANG Yi’s WoRDs 
NeeD to Be BACkeD BY 
ACTIONS ON GROUND 

The developments 
triggered mistrust and 
suspicion not only between 
the two armies but between 
India and China.  The 17th 
round of army commander-
level talks held last week 
did not yield much, with 
China understandably 
refusing to relent. There 
was little indication of any 
forward movement from 
the joint statement that was 
issued after the meeting.
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uNCeRtAiN futuRe?

“Sam Bankman-Fried, the 
founder of the failed cryp-
tocurrency exchange FTX, 
was denied bail, and US au-
thorities charged Mr. Bank-
man-Fried with one of the 
biggest financial frauds in 
US history” is the trending 
financial news. ‘Cryptocur-
rency’ has been a dominant 
and controversial word for 
the last decade. However, its 
dynamic attributes have gar-
nered attention and created 
interest among technocrats, 
regulators, economists, 
policymakers, investment 
professionals, and even fi-
nancially illiterate investors. 
However, over time, dramat-
ic changes in the crypto en-
vironment and fluctuating 
crypto fortune have fueled 
the curiosity of “what lies 
ahead?”. Notably, the recent 
crypto market crash and 
collapse of the FTX (biggest 
cryptocurrency exchange) 
have led to murmurings of 
“will it wipe out?”. 

  Undoubtedly, the cur-
rent general assessment of 
market movements prof-

fers cryptocurrency as the 
world›s most disturbed and 
undisciplined asset. There 
has been a substantial de-
cline in the market and value 
of the currency in the after-
math of the covid pandemic. 
The top-ranked digital as-
set, Bitcoin, recorded a drop 
in value by nearly 75%. A 
piece of Bitcoin which costs 
almost $67,000 in Novem-
ber 2021, becomes $16,000 
in November 2022. How-
ever, the reverse was also 
true at the beginning phase 
of the pandemic. Similar 
patterns are also evident in 
other major cryptocurren-
cies (altcoins). If the current 
pattern follows, it may reach 
the destination – where no 
road follows. However, let 
us comprehensively analyse 
cryptocurrency and its mar-
ket to understand better and 
try to foresee the path ahead 
for cryptocurrency. 

From the technological 
perspective, the blockchain 
technology over which 
cryptocurrency stands is 
the innovation of the 21st 
century. The superiority of 
the blockchain mechanism 
over others makes it stand 
apart. Blockchain technol-
ogy has received global ap-
preciation for its exclusive 
features – where duplicity 
of a transaction is impos-
sible. It gained greater trust 
and security because of the 
distributed ledger and im-
mutable records. However, 
recent and past hacks (for 
instance, FTX lost $600 

million; Binance lost $ 570 
million), which caused mil-
lion-dollar losses to inves-
tors and crypto exchanges, 
raise questions regarding 
the credibility of blockchain 
technology and the survival 
of cryptos. However, like any 
new technology, blockchain 
technology too is evolving, 
and if we believe in experts’ 
views, all bugs can be fixed 
over the period. Given this 
background, it seems that 
cryptocurrency will not be 
driven out because of its un-
derlying technology. 

 The current regulatory as-
pect of the cryptocurrency 
environment does transmit 
a signal of uncertainty and 
fear. Because of the frequent 
association of cryptocur-
rency with various finan-
cial scams, terror funding, 
and money laundering, the 
demand for a strong, om-
nipresent, fully functional 
watchdog makes sense. 
However, the inclusion of 
one central authority will 
dilute the core idea of cryp-
tocurrency.

Comparing the legal as-
pect of cryptocurrency with 
conventional financial as-
sets like equity, fiat currency, 
commodity, etc., creates the 
impression that cryptocur-
rency is bugged with many 
problems, and all need to be 
fixed. However, legal devel-
opments across the globe in 
the last few years have in-
stilled considerable hope for 
the currency. For instance, 
as a global agency, FATF (Fi-

nancial Action Task Force) 
has initiated some concrete 
steps to combat terror fund-
ing and money laundering. 
A review report published 
by FATF in 2020 on virtual 
assets and virtual assets ser-
vice providers shows that 
both public and private sec-
tors have complied with the 
prescribed standards. The 
same report also revealed 
that out of 54 reported juris-
dictions, 35 have complied 
with the FATF standards in 
their national law. EI Salva-
dor has accepted Bitcoin as 
a legal tender. In India, the 
country’s apex court has 
lifted the sanctions on the 
Indian commercial banks to 
trade with cryptos.

Additionally, the introduc-
tion of central bank digital 
currency (CBDC) by differ-
ent economies transmits 
a positive message. India’s 
central bank, the Reserve 
Bank of India, is probably 
the most recent country to 
introduce its digital cur-
rency, and it has already cre-
ated a buzz in the market.  
Despite all these positivities, 
a few countries like Alge-
ria, China, Bangladesh, and 
Nepal have banned it alto-
gether. There are also coun-
tries that neither entirely 
banned nor legalised it, and 
some countries have allowed 
only restricted use of it. The 
mixed approach across 
the countries conveys that 
a global consensus needs 
to be developed – which, 
unfortunately, presently 

lacks. Indeed, a complete 
global crackdown may not 
be a reality and not a good 
idea either. Instead, the way 
advanced countries treat 
cryptos generates much op-
timism.

The financial and invest-
ment aspects of the cryp-
tocurrency entail that the 
expected level of maturity 
is yet to be achieved. Focus 
on numerous investment-
related elements is crucial to 
understand both optimistic 
and pessimistic aspects of 
investment in cryptos. In 
this line, a comprehensive 
analysis of price movements 
and outcomes of diverse 
academic research reflects 
both a convincing and 
gloomy view of cryptocur-
rencies. Scientific studies 
have shown that prominent 
cryptocurrencies like Bit-
coin, Ethereum, Litecoin, 
and others demonstrate 
safe heaven properties dur-
ing shocks. Moreover, vari-
ous scientific examinations 
of the interconnectedness 
between cryptocurrencies 
and the conventional finan-
cial market have not found 
any significant association. 
In addition, many interna-
tional researchers viewed 
the cryptocurrency market 
as having the resilience to 
absorb global macroeco-
nomic shocks. However, 
extreme oscillation in the 
values of cryptocurrencies, 
particularly on the negative 
side, may wipe out the entire 
principal amount of invest-

ment.
Most cryptocurrencies are 

still inefficient except for 
Bitcoin, Litecoin, Ethereum, 
and some prominent oth-
ers. Similar findings are also 
evident from other scholarly 
works.  

In the past, the crypto-
currency market has also 
witnessed several bubbles 
and bursts. Despite all 
those incidents, the crypto 
market trend conveys that 
it still commands the con-
fidence of investors and 
other stakeholders. For in-
stance, a report by Statista 
revealed that since 2020 
the investment has gone up 
in cryptocurrencies despite 
the recent crash. However, 
one must have more risk ap-
petite than required for the 
stock market to play with 
crypto. Hence, crypto needs 
to be monitored and ob-
served for some more years 
as a new investment destina-
tion. Finally, a statement by 
the prime minister of India, 
Narendra Modi, at the Syd-
ney dialogue in 2021 that 
“modern technology has the 
power to create conflict and 
domination, and democratic 
nations should work to-
gether on cryptocurrency to 
ensure it does not end up in 
the wrong hands” does give 
enough hope to those who 
support cryptocurrency and 
want to see its market grow. 
Sashikanta Khuntia is a faculty 
of Finance at the  School of Ru-
ral Management, XIM Univer-
sity, Bhubaneswar.   

Cryptocurrency: Is there still a light of hope 

sashikanta khuntia
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The Gujarat High Court in 
the case Rafiq Alam Par-
mar vs State Of Gujarat 
and 3 Others observed and 
has reiterated that while 
considering the case of a 
convict for remission, the 
policy of State’s remission 
which is prevailing on the 
date of conviction shall be 
made applicable in deciding 
remission application.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Vaibhavi D. Nanavati 
observed while directing 
the State Government for 
taking decision on the ap-
plication of remission per-
taining to a Murder convict 
(Rafiq Aalambhai Parmar) 
who is sentenced to life im-
prisonment in 2001 within 
4 weeks as per the policy 
of remission which was 
prevailing at the time of his 
conviction.

Facts of the Case;
The murder convict or 

petitioner had moved the 
High Court wherein seek-
ing direction to the State 
government to consider his 
case for full remission of 
sentence under Section 432 
and/or Section 433-A of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure. 
The case was that he had 

completed the sentence of 
16 years, 7 months, and 8 
days on date 31.07.2017 and 
as per the remission policy 
prevalent on the date of his 
conviction, he was being eli-
gible for full remission.

Before the court, it was 
also submitted that the 
committee for the remis-
sion of the petitioner’s sen-
tence was met on May 20, 
2017 and on July, 13, 2017 
the report was sent to the 
State Government, thus, 
the court took no decision 
on the same till the filing of 
the instant petition.

The counsel appearing 
also referred to the Gov-
ernment Resolution dated 
23.10.1992 (remission pol-
icy), wherein a condition 
has been laid down that a 
convict must have complet-
ed 14 years of imprisonment 
for the purpose of grant of 
remission. It has been sub-
mitted by him that despite 
fulfilling this condition, the 
State government has failed 
for taking any decision on 
the petitioner’s sentence re-
mission.

Further, the counsel ap-
pearing for the State sub-
mitted that the petitioner-
convict’s case is pending 
consideration before the Ad-

visory Board Committee and 
the petitioner’s case shall be 
considered in the next meet-
ing of the Advisory Board 
Committee.

Before the court, it is also 
argued that the remission 
policy of the year 1992 has 
been replaced by Govern-
ment in January 2014 and 
according to it, the petitioner 
is not eligible for remission.

The Order of High Court;
The Court while reject-

ing the argument of the 
state referred to the deci-
sion of Gujarat High Court  
in the case of Harishankar 
Gayaprasad Jaiswal Versus 
State of Gujarat, wherein it 
is held that while consider-
ing a case for remission, the 
policy prevailing on the date 
of conviction shall be made 
applicable.

The court ordered that the 
petitioner herein was con-
victed on 23.10.2001 and 
the respondent authority 
shall take into consideration 
the same, while considering 
the case of the petitioner in 
accordance with the (remis-
sion) policy prevailing on 
that dated 23.10.2001.

Accordingly, the court 
allowed the plea and has 
directed the state to take a 
decision in this matter.

IN COURT

Gujarat High Court: Policy 
Prevailing On The Date Of 
Conviction Would Be Applicable For 
Purpose Of Grant Of Remission

TDG NETWORK

IN COURT

The Allahabad High Court 
in the case Saleem vs. State 
Of U.P. observed and has 
granted bail to a man who 
is booked under the Uttar 
Pradesh Prevention Of 
Cow Slaughter Act, 1955 
on the condition that he 
shall deposit Rs.10,000/- 
in the account of Gau Seva 
Aayog within a period of 
one month from his release 
on bail.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Shree Prakash Singh 
observed and has passed 
this order while adjudicat-
ing the plea of bail moved 
by one Saleem who was 
booked under Sections 
3/8 of the Cow Slaughter 

 Act, 1955.
The counsel before the 

court contended that he 
being innocent and he has 
been falsely implicated in 
the present case. Further, 
it has been submitted that 
the applicant is not named 
FIR and he was not arrest-
ed on the spot and his name 
came to light and only on 
the confessional statement 
of co-accused persons.

Therefore, it was also 
been added before the 
court that the police roped 
him in the instant case 
and there being no sub-
stantial evidence against 
him to connect him in  
the instant matter.

Further, it was also sub-
mitted that he is not in-
volved in any anti-social 

activities and he is not a 
member of any gang and 
he has been in jail since 
September 30, 2022. In the 
present case, he is granted 
bail and he will not mis-
use the liberty and would 
cooperate in the trial pro-
ceedings. It has also been 
agreed by him to deposit 
10K in the account of UP 
Gau Sewa Aayog.

The court having heard 
the counsel for the parties, 
the court found it appro-
priate to enlarge him on 
bail by observing thus it 
has been finding the court 
that the applicant has been 
enlarged on bail in the case 
mentioned in the gang 
chart and also some other 
cases has been depicted 
against the applicant in 

which the applicant has 
been enlarged on bail, cou-
pled with the fact that he 
is languishing in jail since 
September, 30, 2022. Thus, 
the court finds a fit case for 
bail without commenting 
on the merits of the case. 
The court further stated 
that the applicant is ready 
to deposit Rs.10,000/- 
in the accounts of Gau 
 Seva Aayog.

The Allahabad High 
Court in June in this year 
has granted bail to a man 
who is booked under the 
UP Prevention Of Cow 
Slaughter Act, 1955 on 
the condition that he 
shall serve the cows for 
a period of one month in 
Gaushala after his release  
from the jail.

ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT: IMPOSED BAIL CONDITION 
ON MAN BOOKED UNDER UP SLAUGHTER ACT; 
DEPOSIT RS. 10 K IN GAU SEVA AAYOG’S A/C
TDG NETWORK

The Rajkot Bench 
of the Income Tax 
Appellate Tribunal 

(ITAT) in the case Shri 
Jay Atulbhai Mody Ver-
sus ITO observed and 
has held that the prop-
erty transferred by the 
assessee to his mother 
for consideration of Rs. 5 
lakh is liable and the same 
is required to be brought 
under the ambit of capital 
gain.

The two-member bench 
comprising of Judicial 
Member, Suchitra Kamble 
and the Accountant Mem-
ber, Waseem Ahmed in 
the case observed and 
has directed the AO for 
referring the matter to the 
Department Valuation 
Officer for determining 
the value of the property 
in accordance with the 
provisions as stated under 

Section 50C of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961. 

In the present case, a 
return of income for the 
income has been filed by 
the assessee or appellant, 
which being under con-
sideration. Thus, the in-
formation was received by 
the AO that an immovable 
property via a sale deed 
with a document value of 
Rs. 5 lakhs and the Jantrai 
value of Rs. 7,31,600 has 
only been sold by the as-
sessee. Therefore, the as-
sessment was reopened by 
the AO by issuing a notice 
under Section 148 of the 
Income Tax Act, 1961 but 
the assessee has not filed 
any return of income in re-
sponse to the notice issued 
by the court under Section 
148 of the Income Tax Act. 
The court issued a notice 
under Section 142(1) and 
a final show-cause notice 
was issued but not com-

plied with by the assessee.
Therefore, the assess-

ment was being finalised 
by the AO by making an 
addition of Rs. 7,31,600, 
which is the Jantari value 
of the immovable property 
which is being transferred 
by the assessee.

However, an appeal was 
filed by the assessee with 
the CIT(A), wherein it 
questioned the legality of 
the reasons recorded for 
initiating the proceedings 
under Section 148 or Sec-
tion 147. It has been con-
tended by the assessee that 
the AO relied only on the 
information received from 
third parties without hav-
ing any other material on 
record. Hence, it is bor-
rowed satisfaction.

Before the court, it has 
been submitted by the 
assessee that the busi-
ness operated under the 
name and style of M/s 

Jay Corporation until FY 
2002–2003 and was reg-
ularly filing returns of in-
come. Due to the crisis of 
marriage, he is being sup-
ported by his family and 
has suffered huge losses 
in business, as a result of 
which he became deeply 
in debt. In 1996, his sister 
originally purchased the 
land for the construction 
of a family house, he in-
herited it after his sister 
died unexpectedly. Thus, 
in order to protect the 
property from the credi-
tor of the assessee, a pro-
posal has been made by 
his father for transferring 
the impugned property 
in the name of his mother 
i.e., the mother of as-
sessee’s and the property 
was being transferred to 
his mother through a sale 
deed instead of a gift deed. 
It has been claimed by the 
assessee that there was no 

actual transfer of property 
falling under the ambit of 
Section 45 of the Income 
Tax Act.

The assessee’s appeal 
was dismissed by the 
CIT(A), wherein the 
court noted that the land 
was transferred via a reg-
istered sale deed and that 
the payments were mostly 
made by check.
Accordingly, it has been 

held by the tribunal that 
the property was trans-
ferred by the assessee to 
his mother by way of a sale 
deed, in which the consid-
eration for the transfer of 
the property in dispute 
was duly recorded as it 
was also considered by 
the court that nothing was 
mentioned in the sale deed 
which justifies the posi-
tion of the assessee, i.e., the 
transfer was in the nature 
of a gift or the same being 
without consideration.

IN COURT

ITAT: Property Transferred To Mother 
Though Sale Deed Is A Sale And Not Gift, 
Taxable As Capital

TDG NETWORK

The Delhi High Court in the 
case AS v. State observed and 
has directed that no precipi-
tate action be taken against 
Unnao rape survivor in an 
FIR being registered by hus-
band of an accused, wherein 
it is alleged that the victim 
and the mother of victim 
had forged the date on her 
birth certificate for invoking 
offences under Protection of 
Children From Sexual Of-
fences Act, 2012.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Anup Jairam Bhambhani 
observed and has issued a 
notice in the anticipatory bail 
plea moved by the victim and 
has sought response of the 
Delhi Police within a period 
of six weeks.

The court observed and 
has stated that, subject to the 
petitioner appearing before 
the learned trial court as and 
when required, no precipi-
tate action which will affect 
the liberty of petitioner and 
shall be taken by the trial 
court, till the next date of 
hearing. 

However, the court was 
also informed that on De-
cember 17 the petitioner vic-
tim had appeared before the 
trial court and the matter is 
listed next on 09.01.2023 for 
compliance of section 207 of 
Code Of Criminal Procedure.

In the present case, an 
anticipatory bail plea was 
moved through Advocate 
Mehmood Pracha and Ad-
vocate Jatin Bhatt and it has 
been submitted that the hus-

band of the accused woman 
has filed a “frivolous and vex-
atious complaint” against the 
victim and her family, to the 
effect that they have obtained 
a forged transfer certificate 
from her school to create a 
false record of her date of 
birth.

It is stated in the plea that 
the F.I.R., which is on the 
face of it false, vexatious, and 
clearly motivated, in itself 
and the same does not dis-
close any offence, or any in-
volvement therein which be-
ing on part of the Petitioner. 

It has been submitted by 
the counsel, Advocate R.H.A. 
Sikander appearing for the 
petitioner victim submit-
ted that on December 16 the 
anticipatory bail application 
that was pending before the 

Allahabad High Court was 
withdrawn.

However, the victim in 
2017 has been repeatedly 
gang raped by former MLA 
Kuldeep Singh Sengar and 
his accomplices, when the 
victim was a minor.

The court convicted Sengar 
for raping the victim and for 
murdering the victim’s father 
in connivance with police of-
ficers of Makhi, a village in 
Unnao district. The court 
also sentenced him for life 
imprisonment.

The Supreme Court in Sep-
tember in the transfer peti-
tion moved by the survivor, 
transferred the trail in the 
matter to Saket Courts.

Accordingly, the court listed 
the matter for hearing next 
on March 1, 2023.

IN COURT

DELHI HIGH COURT: PROTECTED UNNAO RAPE 
SURVIVOR FROM COERCIVE ACTION IN CASE 
ALLEGING DATE OF BIRTH FORGERY
TDG NETWORK
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Argentina’s superstar Lionel 
Messi and France’s star striker 
Kylian Mbappe were having a 
heart-pounding fight at the Lu-
sail Stadium in Qatar... I was also 
watching this wonderful football 
match with great delight. The 
faster the pace of the game, the 
faster my heartbeat was and with 
the same intensity, the questions 
kept popping up in my mind. In 
the politics being played on the 
field across the world, why have 
big countries made small coun-
tries and powerful countries have 
made weak countries a football 
field? Just to kick the small and 
weak countries at will to project 
themselves as victors! ...And the 
biggest question is, when are we 
going to celebrate for our country 

on the football field?
There are only two mediums 

that have the ability to paint this 
discoloured world in the colour 
of love. One is music and the 
other is sports! But politics has 
entered the game, and the game 
of politics is also going on in 
this world. Whenever America 
wanted, it made Pakistan sit in 
its lap and whenever it wanted, 
it kicked it out! Similarly, the 
Russian President Putin kicked 
the small and weak countries 
around him whenever he want-
ed to and now, he is determined 
to destroy Ukraine. America 
is continuously kicking North 
Korea. Big and powerful coun-
tries like America, China and 
Russia make every possible ef-
fort to destabilise the weak and 
small countries. If you turn to 
African countries, some dictator 
is kicking his own people there. 
In a country like Afghanistan, 
everyone is being kicked around 
like a football. Crores of people 
want to breathe in the fresh air, 
but their life has become like 
football... they don’t know when 

and where they would get a kick. 
It seems that humanity is vanish-
ing into thin air.

The importance of football in 
the playground is by reaching 
the goalpost because victory is 
not scored unless the football 
reaches there (goalpost). Small 
countries are getting kicked on 
the ground in world politics but 
they are not destined to reach 
the goalpost. While enjoying the 
game, I remembered the scene of 
the FIFA World Cup 2018 when a 
man was standing behind FIFA 
chairman Gianni Infantino with 
an umbrella because it was rain-
ing. There was no umbrella over 
Putin. I am narrating this inci-

dent so that you can understand 
the status of the FIFA chairman. 
Why not? After all, football is a 
medium to spread brotherhood 
and love. FIFA was started for 
this brotherhood. Yes, in many 
countries of the world, fans get 
agitated for their teams and till 
now hundreds of lives have been 
lost. But sports never teaches 
violence!

Argentina is the best example 
of how sports can change the 
fortunes of a country. About 
50 years ago, Argentina was 
considered a country with im-
mense potential to become a rich 
and powerful country, but even 
today 4 out of 10 people there 

are poor. Half of the population 
of children up to the age of 14 is 
poor. Notwithstanding this, they 
play such powerful football and 
show the strength of their coun-
try to the whole world, winning 
global acclaim.

Under the circumstances, this 
question is bound to arise in my 
mind and the question must 
arise in your mind as well that 
when small countries with less 
population than our districts can 
achieve big feats on the football 
field, why not our country with 
a population of more than 130 
crore? Is there no passion for 
football in our country? I don’t 
think so. From West Bengal, 

Kerala, Maharashtra and Goa 
to Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Meghalaya, Tripura, Nagaland, 
Manipur, and even the remote 
areas of Kashmir, children can 
be seen playing football. These 
children also have the potential 
to become players like Pele, Ron-
aldo, Messi, Mabkhout, Hussein 
Saeed, Neymar and Sunil Chhe-
tri. There is a need to give them 
the right direction and the right 
energy. But this is where we 
make mistakes. This is the reason 
that in the international ranking, 
we have gone down even below 
the 100th position. I would like 
to say one more thing that there 
was never a lack of passion in us. 

Remember that in the 1948 Lon-
don Summer Olympics, eight of 
our 11 players entered the field 
without shoes to play against 
France. When someone ques-
tioned Talimeren Ao, a doctor 
living in Nagaland and captain 
of the Indian team, he laughed 
and replied, “Well, you see, we 
play football in India, whereas 
you play bootball.”

Regrettably, our governments 
have become indifferent toward 
sports. I remember that in 1982, 
due to the special efforts of the 
then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, the Asian Games were 
organised in Delhi. At the time, 
the fortunes of Delhi shone, and 
Appu, the mascot of the Asiad, 
became famous all over the coun-
try and the world. At the same 
time, colour television also made 
its appearance in India. Had we 
been organising such events con-
tinuously and given priority to 
sports, India would have reached 
places in the field of sports! Play-
ing is the natural thing for chil-
dren. But when there are no 
grounds and no awareness about 
sports, how will good players be 

born? Today, sports in the coun-
try means only cricket. I am also 
fond of cricket. I have also been 
playing cricket in my youth, but 
by no stretch of imagination can 
you justify the flourishing of one 
sport and the languishing of oth-
ers. To some extent, private sec-
tors have extended their hand 
of cooperation for football and 
other sports as well, but only 
this much is not going to work. 
The government will have to 
take steps with determination. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will have to take the initiative so 
that international events are held 
in our country as well. This will 
also develop infrastructure and 
create awareness and yearning 
for sports in children. The chief 
ministers will also have to in-
struct the sporting authorities to 
ensure the development of sports 
in their states. Let’s hope for the 
day when our players score goals 
in the World Cup and we whistle, 
dance, sing and celebrate!

The author is the chairman, Edi-
torial Board of Lokmat Media and 
former member of Rajya Sabha. 

Football-like kick in world politics!
COMMENT

•   How bizarre this world is! Big and powerful coun-
tries have always treated small and weak countries 
like football which they can kick at will! Somewhere 
some dictator is kicking the people of his country 
and somewhere some tyrant is engaged in a bloody 
game. This nasty game in the field of world politics  
should cease at any cost.

While according paramount 
importance to following the 
due process of law in following 
all procedural requirements in 
an investigation even by men 
in uniform, the Bombay High 
Court has in an extremely com-
mendable, courageous, cogent 
and creditworthy oral judg-
ment titled Vikram S/o Madhu-
kar Labhe and Ors vs State of 
Maharashtra in Criminal Writ 
Petition No. 636/2020 that was 
delivered finally on December 13, 
2022 has severely reprimanded 
a police officer for seizing a 
man’s house under Section 102 
of the CrPC despite seizure of 
immovable property not being 
allowed under the said provi-
sion. We see that the Division 
Bench of Hon’ble Mr Justice 
Sunil B Shukre and Hon’ble 
Mr Justice MW Chandwani 
of Nagpur Bench of Bombay 
High Court minced no words to 
clearly state that, “In the name of 
taking action against criminals, 
outlaws and offenders in serious 
crimes, no Investigating Officer 
can flout the procedural require-
ments, can breach the limits of 
law, can openly disrespect the 
law declared by the highest 
Court of the land and thus, pro-
claim himself to be the law unto 
himself.” There can be no gain-
saying that all the men and wom-
en in uniform must comply fully 
with what the Division Bench of 
the Bombay High Court has laid 
down so very commendably in 
this notable case!    

  At the very outset, this leading, 
learned, laudable and latest oral 
judgment authored by Hon’ble 
Mr Justice Sunil B Shukre for a 
Division Bench of Nagpur Bench 
of Bombay High Court compris-
ing of himself and Hon’ble Mr 
Justice MW Chandwani sets 
the ball rolling by first and fore-
most putting forth in para 1 that, 

“Heard. Rule. Rule made return-
able forthwith. Heard finally by 
consent of learned counsel for 
the parties.”

As we see, the Division Bench 
then states in para 2 that, “Affi-
davit-in-reply dated 13.12.2022 
along with the letter dated 

12.12.2022 tendered to the Court 
across the bar is taken on record. 
The affidavit-in-reply is marked 
as “document A” and the letter 
dated 12.12.2022 is marked as 

“document B” for identification.”
  To put things in perspec-

tive, the Division Bench then 
envisages in para 3 that, “The 
issue involved in this petition 

- “Whether or not immovable 
property can be seized by the In-
vestigating Officer in exercise of 
his power under Section 102 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure 
(“Code” for short), is something, 
which does not take too long to 
answer. The issue, in fact, has 
been answered by the Apex 
Court in an authoritative man-
ner in it’s judgment delivered 
by a 3-Judge Bench in the case 
of Nevada Properties Private 
Limited Through its Directors 
Vs. State of Maharashtra and an-
other (2019) 20 Supreme Court 
Cases 119.”

    It cannot be glossed over that 
the Division Bench observes 
in para 4 that, “The Supreme 
Court in Nevada Properties (P) 
Ltd. (supra) has categorically 
held that seizure of immovable 
property by Police Officer un-
der Section 102 of the Code is 
not permissible and if it is to be 
in countenanced by any Court of 
law, chaos in society will follow.”

  While continuing in the same 
vein, the Division Bench then 
specifies in para 5 that, “In the 
main part of the judgment, in 
paragraph 32, the Supreme 
Court has observed thus:-   
“In case and if we allow the po-
lice officer to “seize’’ immovable 
property on a mere “suspicion of 
the commission of any offence’’, 
it would mean and imply giving 
a drastic and extreme power to 
dispossess, etc. to the police of-
ficer on a mere conjecture and 
surmise, that is, on suspicion, 
which has hitherto not been ex-
ercised. We have hardly come 
across any case where immov-
able property was seized vide 
an attachment order that was 
treated as a seizure order by po-
lice officer under Section 102 of 
the Code. The reason is obvious. 
Disputes relating to title, posses-
sion, etc., of immovable property 
are civil disputes which have to 

be decided and adjudicated in 
civil courts. We must discourage 
and stall any attempt to convert 
civil disputes into criminal cases 
to put pressure on the other side 
[See Binod Kumar and others v. 
State of Bihar and Another) : 
(2014) 10 SCC 663)]. Thus, it will 
not be proper to hold that Sec-
tion 102 of the Code empowers 
a police officer to seize immov-
able property, land, plots, resi-
dential houses, streets or similar 
properties. Given the nature of 
criminal litigation, such seizure 
of an immovable property by the 
police officer in the form of an 
attachment and dispossession 
would not facilitate investiga-
tion to collect evidence/material 
to be produced during inquiry 
and trial”.”

 Quite naturally, the Bench 
then holds in para 6 that, “From 
the above referred observa-
tions, it would be clear that no 
immovable property is ame-
nable to seizure under Section 
102 of the Code and what is to 
be seized thereunder is only a 
movable property. In reaching 
the conclusion, the Apex Court 
considered the attributes of im-
movable property and also the 
scope and object of Section 102 
of the Code. It observed in para-
graph 29 that immovable prop-
erty cannot, in its strict sense, be 
seized. It further observed that 
language of Section 102 of the 
Code does not support the inter-
pretation that a police officer has 
the power to dispossess a person 
in occupation and take posses-
sion of immovable property in 
order to seize it. In paragraph 
30, the Apex Court further ob-
served that the scope and object 
of Section 102 of the Code is to 
help and assist investigation 
and to enable the police officer 
to collect and collate evidence to 
be produced to prove the charge 
complained of and set up in the 
charge-sheet. These observa-
tions would only show that what 
could be actually seized by the 
Police Officer during the course 
of investigation by exercising his 
power under Section 102 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure is 
the object, article, piece of paper 
and the like, which would serve 
as a piece of evidence for proving 

the charge against the accused 
and which is capable of being 
physically produced before the 
trial court. Immovable property 
is something which is incapable 
of its physical production before 
the trial court.”

To be sure, the Bench then 
notes in para 7 that, “There are 
additional reasons given in or-
der to support the conclusions 
drawn in the main part of the 
judgment in Nevada Properties 
(P) Ltd. (supra). These additional 
reasons are to be found in para-
graph 47 of the judgment and 
the paragraph 47 is reproduced 
as under:-
“47. If the argument of the ap-
pellant and the State of Maha-
rashtra is accepted then there 
was no need for the legislature 
to have introduced Chapter VII-
A. It would also be pertinent to 
mention that the power of at-
tachment and forfeiture is given 
to courts and not to police offi-
cer. As pointed out in the judg-
ment of my learned brother, if a 
police officer is given the power 
to seize immovable property it 
may lead to an absolutely chaotic 
situation. To give an example, if 
there is a physical fight between 
the landlord and the tenant 
over the rented premises and if 
the version of the appellant is to 
be accepted, the police official 
would be entitled to seize the 
tenanted property. This would 
make a mockery of rent laws. 
To give another example, if a 
person forges a will and thereby 
claims property on the basis of 
the forged will, can the police of-
ficer be given the power to seize 
the entire property, both mov-
able and immovable, that may 
be mentioned in the will? The 
answer has to be in the negative. 
Otherwise it would lead to an ab-
surd situation which could never 
have been envisaged by the Leg-
islature. The power of seizure in 
Section 102 has to be limited to 
movable property”.”

  As a corollary, the Division 
Bench then hastens to add in 
para 8 that, “It would be clear 
from the above referred obser-
vations that by way of an elu-
cidation it is again stated that 
Section 102 of the Code does not 
empower the Investigating Offi-

cer to seize immovable property 
and it is reiterated that if police 
officer is given power to seize im-
movable property, it may lead to 
absolutely chaotic situation.”

  Be it noted, the Bench then 
discloses in para 9 that, “In the 
instant case, the impugned no-
tice dated 19.02.2015 is in clear 
violation of the law laid down 
by the Apex Court, as it goes 
on to seize immovable property 
as per the panchanama dated 
16.02.2015. The impugned no-
tice does not stop there and it 
travels further. It also issues 
an injunction against the peti-
tioner that henceforth the pe-
titioner shall not enter into any 
sale transaction of the seized 
immovable property, described 
in the impugned notice, which 
is the house property bearing 
House No.P-47/B, Puranik Lay-
out, Bharat Nagar, Nagpur and 
in respect of which Ambazari 
Police Station has registered 
Crime bearing No.395/2014 for 
offences punishable under Sec-
tions 420, 406 and 409 read 
with Section 34 of the Indian 
Penal Code and also Section 3 of 
the Maharashtra Protection of 
Interest of Depositors (In Finan-
cial Establishments) Act, 1999 
(“MPID Act” for short). This 
house property being an im-
movable property could never 
have been seized by the Investi-
gating Officer. When the seizure 
was questioned for its legality or 
otherwise before the Court of 
the learned Additional Sessions 
Judge, even the learned Addi-
tional Sessions Judge did not ac-
cept the settled law and refused 
to apply it to the facts of the case 
and reached a wrong conclusion 
when he rejected the application 
questioning the legality or other-
wise of the impugned notice.”

Be it noted, the Division Bench 
notes in para 11 that, “The state-
ment made in paragraph 6 of the 
affidavit in reply that the Investi-
gating Officer has only informed 
the Sub Registrar, Nagpur that 
process of issuance of Notifica-
tion under Sections 4 and 8 of 
the MPID Act is only half truth 
and this can be seen from the 
letter dated 12.12.2022 which 
is ‘document B’. The ̀ document 
B’ not only serves as an intima-

tion to the Sub Registrar but, it 
also makes a specific request to 
the Sub Registrar, Nagpur that 
the entry taken in his record in 
terms of letter No.446/2015 dat-
ed 19.02.2015 be substituted by 
another entry that the process 
of issuance of Notification un-
der Sections 4 and 8 of the MPID 
Act is going on. The request 
made in letter dated 12.12.2022, 
in our view, is an interference in 
the functioning of Sub Registrar, 
Nagpur and the Investigating 
Officer, has no business mak-
ing such a request to him. This 
letter, Document ‘B’ amounts 
to usurpation of power of Civil 
Court and also misuse of powers 
by the Investigating Officer.”

   Most significantly, the Divi-
sion Bench minces no words to 
hold in para 12 that, “We may 
state it here that while this Court 
would support every lawful ac-
tion of the Investigating Officer 
which is necessary for bringing 
to book real culprits, this Court 
would not uphold any illegal 
acts of the Investigating Officer 
and would lay emphasis upon 
following of procedural require-
ments of law, which is also the 
duty of the Investigating Offi-
cer. In the name of taking action 
against criminals, outlaws and 
offenders in serious crimes, no 
Investigating Officer can flout 
the procedural requirements, 
can breach the limits of law, can 
openly disrespect the law de-
clared by the highest Court of the 
land and thus, proclaim himself 
to be the law unto himself.”

 No less significant is what is 
then enunciated in para 13 that, 
“In the present case, by brazenly 
throwing to winds the law, In-
vestigating Officer is not giving 
two hoots about the law or to be 
precise is trying to assert his su-
periority over the law of the land. 
Such an attempt must be thwart-
ed at the earliest opportunity or 
otherwise servant will become 
master of law and the master 
will be consigned to a lifetime 
of servitude of such servant. We 
hope that the Investigating Offi-
cer shall take a leaf or two from 
out of what is observed here.”

 Equally significant is what is 
then laid down in para 14 that, 

“In the circumstances, we find 

that the impugned notice dated 
19.02.2015 must not be allowed 
to continue and so the order of 
learned Additional Sessions 
Judge, impugned here, and thus 
we hold that both of them are il-
legal and contrary to well settled 
principles of law.”

    Most commendably, the Divi-
sion Bench then directs in para 
15 that, “Before parting with the 
judgment, we find it necessary 
that the higher police authorities 
issue appropriate instructions 
to all the Investigating Officers 
across the State of Maharashtra 
for complying with the law of 
the land discussed earlier and 
ensure that no immovable prop-
erty is seized by the Investigating 
Officer in exercise of his power 
under Section 102 of the Code, 
although he may take suitable 
action for it’s attachment in ap-
propriate cases, wherever it is 
permissible under the law.”

  Finally, the Bench concludes 
in para 16 holding that, “In the 
result, the petition is allowed in 
terms of prayer clause nos. (a), 
(b), (c) and (d), which are repro-
duced as under:
“(a) To quash and set aside the 
order dated 30.09.2020 passed 
below Exhibit 92 in MPID case 
No.01.2015 by District and Ad-
ditional Sessions Judge-11 at 
Nagpur.

(b) To issue appropriate writ and 
directions in lieu of the letter is-
sued by the Respondent no.2 dated 
19.02.2015.

(c) To direct the Respondent Au-
thority to remove/detached the at-
tachment/seizure from the house 
property of the petitioners.

(d) To direct the Respondent Au-
thority to restore the possession of 
the petitioners over the said house 
property”.”

All told, all the men in uniform 
must always as a rule pay heed 
in totality to what the Bom-
bay High Court has directed so  
very clearly. The investigating of-
ficers must also always remember 
the permanent validity of the time 
tested dictum that, “Be you ever so 
high, the law is above you.” So it 
thus merits no reiteration that they 
must definitely refrain from flout-
ing procedural requirements and 
seizing house which is not permis-
sible under the law. No denying it!  

IN COURT

No Investigating Officer Can Flout Procedural Requirements, Proclaim To Be 
Law Unto Himself: Bombay HC
TDG SANJEEV SIROHI ADVOCA 
NEW DELHI

Big and powerful countries are treating small and weak countries like a football

analysis
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A total of 71 Chinese 
air force planes and 
seven ships were 

spotted around Taiwan with 
47 military aircraft of China 
detected to have crossed the 
median line of the Taiwan 
Strait, to enter Taiwan’s 
southwest Air Defence Iden-
tification Zone (ADIZ), Tai-
wan Defence Ministry said 
on Monday.

The incursions, according 
to Taiwan, were made by 
aircraft, including 12 J-11, 6 
J-10, 18 J-16, six SU-30, CH-4, 
WZ-7, Y-8 EW, Y-8 ESW and 
KJ-500. It further said that 
its armed forces monitored 
the situation and stated that 
its aircraft, navy vessels and 
missile systems have been 
tasked to respond to these 
activities.

The Chinese military’s 
Eastern Theater Command 
had on Sunday announced 
that it carried out joint com-
bat readiness patrol and 
“strike drills” around Tai-
wan, according to CNN.

Taiwan Defence Minis-

try in a tweet said, “71 PLA 
aircraft and 7 PLAN vessels 
around Taiwan were detect-
ed in our surrounding region 
by 6 a.m.(UTC+8) today. 
R.O.C. Armed Forces have 
monitored the situation and 
tasked CAP aircraft, Navy 
vessels, and land-based mis-
sile systems to respond these 
activities.”

In another tweet, Taiwan’s 
Defence Ministry said, “47 
of the detected aircraft (J-
11*12, SU-30*6, CH-4 UCAV 
RECCE*1, J-10*6, J-16*18, 
Y-8 EW*1, Y-8 ASW*1, KJ-
500*1, WZ-7 UAV RECCE*1) 
had crossed the median line 
of the Taiwan Strait and en-
tered Taiwan’s southwest 
ADIZ, flight paths as illus-

trated.”
On Sunday, the Chinese 

military’s Eastern Theater 
Command said that the 
“strike drills” and joint com-
bat readiness patrol were 
carried out in response to 
“provocations” between Tai-
wan and the United States, 
as per the CNN report. The 
announcement of China 

comes after US President Joe 
Biden signed a new defence 
bill into law which included 
creating a defence moderni-
sation program for Taiwan 
to deter Chinese offensive.

“The troops will take all 
necessary measures to reso-
lutely defend national sover-
eignty and territorial integ-
rity,” CNN quoted China’s 
Eastern Theater Command 
as saying.

In a statement on Sunday 
night, the Taiwanese De-
fence Ministry asserted that 
it has confidence in defend-
ing its sovereignty. Accord-
ing to CNN, the Taiwanese 
Defence Ministry said, “The 
actions of the Chinese Com-
munist Party highlighted its 
mentality of using force to 
resolve differences, which 
undermines regional peace 
and stability.”

Notably, the tensions be-
tween Taiwan and China in-
creased after the US House 
of Representatives Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi visited the is-
land in August. China had 
raised objections to Pelosi’s 
visit to Taiwan, which China 
claims as part of its territory.

INVASION? 
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The Taiwanese Defence Ministry said that it has confidence in defending its sovereignity.

ARCTIC BLAST

Brutal winter storm 
kills 32 in US,  
knocks out power 
TDG NETWORK
WASHINGTON

Thirty-two people have 
been killed in the bru-
tal winter storm in the 
US and the number is 
expected to rise as some 
motorists have reportedly 
been trapped inside their 
cars, according to reports. 
Much of the death toll has 
been concentrated in and 
around Buffalo, located on 
the shores of Lake Erie in 
western New York state, 
where biting cold and 
heavy “lake-effect” snow 
all through the Christmas 
weekend. Several homes 
and businesses have been 
knocked out of power due 
to harsh weather condi-
tions, Al Jazeera reported. 
  As a consequence of 
the Arctic blast and the 
winter storm, numer-
ous people have died and 
suffered weather-related 
road accidents or the cold. 
The storm has sent tem-
peratures well below freez-
ing across the US and has 
destroyed Christmas eve 
for many. As it pounded re-
gions, the storm delivered 
hurricane-force winds 

and whiteout conditions. 
All kinds of transporta-
tion - planes, trains, and 
vehicles - were disrupted 
due to the storm this holi-
day weekend, closing hun-
dreds of miles of road and 
air travel cancellations. 
Total flight delays with-
in, into or out of the US 
amounted to about 4,000 
as of Saturday morning, 
according to flight track-
ing website FlightAware, 
which showed that total US 
flight cancellations stood at 
around 2,000, as per CNN. 
Plummeting temperatures 
were predicted to bring 
the coldest Christmas Eve 
on record to several cit-
ies from Pennsylvania to 
Georgia.

 Much of the death toll 
has been concentrated 
in and around Buuffalo, 
located on the shores of 
Lake Eriein Western New 
Yorkstate, where biting 
cold and heavy “lake-
effect” snow all through 
the christmas. As a conse-
quence of the blast and the 
winter storm, numerous 
people have died and suf-
fered weather-related road 
accidents or the cold. 

TDG NETWORK
HONG KONG

The rapid spread of Co-
vid-19 infection in China 
has driven many people 
indoors and emptied shops 
and restaurants. Factories 
and companies are also 
forced to shut down or 
cut production because of 
more workers getting sick, 
reported CNN.

The Chinese economy 
was already struggling 
when Beijing abruptly 
relaxed its stringent zero-
Covid policy. Retail sales 
had contracted in Novem-
ber because of widespread 
lockdowns, and unem-
ployment had surged to 
the highest level in six 
months. Car and home 
sales slumped in the first 
few weeks of December. 
Auto manufacturers sold 
946,000 vehicles from 
December 1 to December 
18, down 15 per cent from 
the same period last year, 
according to most recent 
statistics from the China 
Passenger Car Associa-

tion.
Last week, home sales by 

floor area plunged 44 per 
cent in the 30 biggest cities 
from the same week last 
year, according to Chinese 
financial data provider 
Wind. In tier-one cities 
like Beijing and Shanghai, 
home sales plummeted 53 
per cent last week from a 
year ago, reported CNN.

Many factories have 
been forced to shut down 
for weeks because of sick 
workers and lack of or-
ders, according to Chinese 
media. Caixin reported 
Monday that several fur-

niture plants in the eastern 
Jiangsu province have told 
employees to have an early, 
long vacation to celebrate 
the Chinese New Year. The 
Lunar New Year holiday 
falls between January 21 
and January 27 this year. 
China’s economy is under 
severe strain as a wave 
of Covid cases sweeps 
across the country. Since 
the world’s second-largest 
economy drastically eased 
its Covid restrictions ear-
lier this month, there has 
been no clear data on the 
extent of the virus’ spread 
on the national level. 

ECONOMY UNDER STRAIN

FACTORIES FORCED TO SHUT DOWN 
IN CHINA AMID COVID SURGE

China’s economy is under severe strain as a wave of covid cases 
sweeps across the country. 

PRIVACY COMPROMISED

DATA OF 400 MILLION TWITTER 
USERS STOLEN, CLAIMS HACKER
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

The data of nearly 400 
million Twitter users has 
been stolen and put it up 
for sale on the dark web, 
claims a hacker.  Accord-
ing to Israeli cyber intelli-
gence firm, Hudson Rock, 
the database contains 
devastating amounts of 
information, including e-
mails and phone numbers 
of high-profile users. 

The pictures of the post 
were shared on twitter by 
Hudson Rock in which 
the hacker has shared in-
formation about the data 
leak.

The stolen data includes 
information about the 

WHO, the Union Min-
istry of Information and 
Broadcasting, Google CEO 
Sundar Pichai and Ameri-
can singer Charlie Puth, 
among others. 

“I am selling data of +400 
million unique Twitter us-
ers that was scrapped via 
a vulnerability, this data 
is completely private,” the 
hacker wrote in his post.

The hacker, who claims 
to have stolen the data, has 
offered a deal to Twitter, 
according to the report.

 “Twitter or Elon Musk, if 
you are reading this post, 
you are already at risk of 
GDPR fines for the data 
leak of over 54 million us-
ers. Now fines for data leak 
of 400 million users,” said 

the hacker.
 “Your best option to 

avoid paying $2.76 mil-
lion in CDPR breach fines 
like Facebook did (due 
to 533 million users be-
ing scraped) is to buy this 
data exclusively,” it added. 
The stolen data includes 
important data such as us-
ers’ names, email IDs and 
phone numbers of users 
among other details. Ac-
corinding to reports, the 
hacker who claims to have 
stolen the data, has offered 
a deal to Twitter.

He said that he is ready to 
deal with any middleman.

Moreover, he mentioned 
that “I will delete this 
thread and will not sell 
this info again”.

TDG NETWORK
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ALLEGED CRACKDOWN

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) on Monday denied 
reports of not providing 
visas to Pakistani citizens 
belonging to certain cities 
and termed it as fake news, 
reported Geo News.

Bakheet Ateeq Al Re-
meithi, consulate general of 
the UAE in Karachi said that 
the UAE government has not 
imposed any such ban. “Re-
ports were being circulated 
that the gulf country is not al-
lowing visas to citizens from 
some of the Pakistani cities 
including Abbottabad, At-
tock, Bajaur Agency, Chak-
wal, Dera Ghazi Khan, Dera 

Ismail Khan, Hangu, Hunza, 
Quetta, Kasur, Kohat, Kotli, 
Khushab, Khurrum Agency, 
Larkana, Mohmand Agency, 
Muzaffargarh, Nawabshah, 
Parachinar, Sahiwal, Sar-
godha, Sheikhupura, Skardu 
and Sukkur,” according to 
Geo News. People belonging 
to the above-mentioned cit-
ies were warned not to apply 
for visas. “Your visa will be 
rejected and the fee is non-
refundable,” reports read.

Remeithi while express-
ing his regret over the re-
ports said that Pakistani 
citizens are being provided 
visas and they can apply to 
visit the UAE. “He told that 
apart from the consulates in 
Islamabad and Lahore, he is 

personally issuing visas to 
the citizens born or resid-
ing in these cities, from the 
Karachi consulate,” reported 
Geo News. According to Re-
meithi, rumours like these 
are spread from time to 
time. Recently, a proposal to 
ban Schengen visas for Rus-
sia was put forward to the 
European Union for discus-
sion, official spokesman of 
the German Cabinet Steffen 
Hebestreit said, adding that 
Berlin took note of that. “It 
was put forward by certain 
countries in the EU and is 
thereby on the agenda. The 
German government should 
now discuss it among Cabi-
net members and inside the 
EU. These discussions are 

not completed and therefore 
I cannot tell you about inter-
im results,” Hebestreit said 
during a media briefing, as 
per TASS news agency. “I re-
quest you to have patience,” 
the spokesman said, adding 
that “The German govern-
ment took note of such pro-
posal at the EU level.” The 
United States also recently 
introduced visa restrictions 
on 28 Cuban officials, in-
cluding Cuban government 
employees and high-ranking 
members of the Cuban Com-
munist Party, Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken said.

The 28 officials included of-
ficials involved in the alleged 
crackdown on the protests of 
July 11, 2021. 

UAE denies reports of not giving visas 
to Pakistani citizens from certain cities

UNEMPLOYMENT

‘20 million people 
in China aged 16 
to 24 out of jobs’
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING  

Currently, in China, about 
20 million people aged 16 to 
24, are out of work in cities 
and towns, according to CNN 
calculations based on official 
statistics. The official data 
put the urban youth popula-
tion at 107 million. The data 
does not include rural unem-
ployment.

According to The Hong-
kong Post, “The youth unem-
ployment rate in China has 
hit new highs this year, rising 
from 15.3 per cent in March 
to a record 18.2 per cent in 
April. It continued to climb 
for the next few months, 
reaching 19.9 per cent in July. 
The rate fell slightly to 18.7 
per cent in August, but still 
remains among the highest 
ever, data from the National 
Bureau of Statistics showed.” 
About one out of five able 
Chinese are out of jobs due 
to severe unemployment 
which can be attributed to 
COVID. The country faces 
an economic down-spiral 
as top companies operating 

in China lay off their em-
ployees. One of the world’s 
largest smartphone makers, 
Xiaomi, has also been laying 
off its employees.

Recently, a Xiaomi spokes-
person told CNN that Xiaomi 
conducted a “routine person-
nel optimization and organi-
zational streamlining”. He 
added that the measure af-
fected less than 10 per cent 
of the company’s workforce. 
“Chinese state media out-
lets have, however, reported 
that Xiaomi would cut thou-
sands of jobs across multiple 
departments, including its 
smartphone and internet 
business units,” according to 
The Hongkong Post. Accord-
ing to financial documents, 
Xiaomi in the first nine 
months of 2022, reduced its 
workforce by nearly 1,900. 
The company by the end 
of September had around 
35,000 full-time employees, 
most of whom were based 
in China. This comes as the 
company’s revenues went 
down by over 10 per cent 
due to the adverse effects of 
China’s restrictions.

AIRSPACE VIOLATION

South Korea fires  
shots after North 
drone incursion
TDG NETWORK
SEOUL

South Korean military on 
Monday fired warning 
shots and scrambled fight-
ers after North Korean 
drones violated its airspace, 
Yonhap News Agency re-
ported citing officials.

South Korea issued 
the warning messages, 
fired warning shots, and 
scrambled fighters, attack 
helicopters and other war-
planes to remove them, 
while it remains uncon-
firmed whether the vehicles 
carry any weapons, the offi-
cial said. “We also identified 
them with our eyes,” South 
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
(JCS) official told reporters 
on condition of anonymity. 
“An operation is still ongo-
ing against the vehicles,” the 
official said.

Earlier, South Korea ac-
cused North Korea of fly-
ing “several” drones that 
crossed the Military Demar-
cation Line between the two 
countries, reported Yonhap 
News Agency. South Ko-

rea’s military detected mul-
tiple “unidentified objects,” 
presumed to be unmanned 
aerial vehicles, in border 
areas of Gyeonggi Province 
from 10:25 am, according to 
an official at the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff.

The North’s drone opera-
tions have been a source of 
growing security concerns 
here, as they could be used 
for spy operations, as well 
as potential attack missions 
against the South, accord-
ing to Yonhap news agency. 
The latest violation of the 
South’s territorial air raised 
tensions anew after the 
North fired two short-range 
ballistic missiles on Friday. 

The missiles were fired 
from Pyongyang’s Sunan 
area at around 4:32 pm 
local time, South Korea’s 
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) 
said in a statement Friday. 
It added the two missiles 
were launched into the wa-
ters between the Korean 
Peninsula and Japan.North 
Korea is ratcheting up ten-
sions with a record number 
of launches in 2022. 

TOP OF THE DAY

PAKISTAN ‘ILL-
PREPARED’ FOR 
ANOTHER COVID 
WAVE: REPORT
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
seems to be ill-prepared to 
prevent the spread of pos-
sible coronavirus infection, 
regardless of claims made 
by the National Command 
and Operation Centre 
(NCOC) that the Covid-19 
situation in the country is 
being monitored, accord-
ing to local media. At the 
country’s airports, no 
protective measures like 
rapid testing and screen-
ing of inbound travellers 
have been put in place to 
detect Covid-19 cases, the 
Dawn reported. The news-
paper cited a report by the 
National Institute of Health 
Pakistan which said that 15 
new cases were reported 
in the country on Sunday. 

4 KILLED IN 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
BUS CRASH
OTTAWA:  Four persons 
were killed and more than 
50 others had to be admit-
ted to hospitals in southern 
British Columbia after the 
bus they were travelling 
in rolled over on an icy 
highway on Christmas Eve, 
according to the provincial 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP), reported 
CNN. “We can confirm, 
tragically four passengers 
were found deceased,” a 
news release from the BC 
Highway Patrol and RCMP 
said. Authorities have not 
identified the deceased. In 
a statement later Sun-
day, police said the exact 
number of passengers has 
yet to be confirmed and of-
ficers were in the process 
of locating and speaking to 
those who were on the bus, 
including the driver. 

KARACHI POLICE 
ARRESTS 
11 AFGHAN 
NATIONALS 
KARACHI : The Karachi po-
lice claims to have arrested 
11 Afghan nationals who 
were illegally residing in the 
Pakistna city, reported ARY 
News. The 11 Afghan na-
tionals were arrested when 
the police conducted raids 
in the city’s central district. 
The raids were conducted 
in Khawaja Ajmer Nagri, 
Sir Syed, Rizvia, Gabol and 
other areas of Karachi. The 
arrested Afghan nationals 
were booked under Paki-
stan’s Foreign Act.

UAE DENIES 
REPORTS OF NOT 
GIVING VISAS TO 
PAKISTANIS 
KARACHI:  The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) on 
Monday denied reports of 
not providing visas to Paki-
stani citizens belonging to 
certain cities and termed it 
as fake news, reported Geo 
News. Bakheet Ateeq Al 
Remeithi, consulate gen-
eral of the UAE in Karachi 
said that the UAE govern-
ment has not imposed any 
such ban. “Reports were 
being circulated that the 
gulf country is not allowing 
visas to citizens from some 
of the Pakistani cities in-
cluding Abbottabad, Attock, 
Bajaur Agency, Chakwal, 
Dera Ghazi Khan, Dera 
Ismail Khan, Hangu, Hunza, 
Quetta, Kasur, Kohat, Kotli, 
Khushab, Khurrum Agency, 
Larkana, Mohmand Agency, 
Muzaffargarh, Nawab-
shah, Parachinar, Sahiwal, 
Sargodha, Sheikhupura, 
Skardu and Sukkur,” ac-
cording to Geo News.



Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, who is fac-
ing a difficult election next 
year, and his ministers in 
a chorus, have been mak-
ing bellicose statements in 
recent months against An-
kara’s supposed NATO ally 
Greece and the Republic of 
Cyprus. In a speech in Sam-
sun on December 11 Erdo-
gan, boasting about the start 
of production of Turkey’s 
short-range ballistic missiles 
called “Tayfun” (typhoon), 
clearly threatened to launch 
them against Greece unless 
“it stays calm”, as he said, 
and added:

“Now we have started to 
make our own missiles. 
Of course, this production 
scares the Greeks. When 
you say ‘Tayfun,’ the Greeks 
get scared and say: ‘It will 
hit Athens.’ Well, of course, 
it will... If you don’t stay 
calm, if you try to buy arms 
from here and there, from 
America and militarize the 

islands, a country like Tur-
key will not be a bystander. 
It must do something.”

For decades, Ankara and 
Athens have been at odds 
over a myriad of issues. In 
the 20th century, the two 
countries fought two wars 
and, on several occasions, 
came to the brink of war, 
including their maritime 
boundaries, overlapping 
claims to their continental 
shelves and the occupation 
of the northern part of Cy-
prus since 1974. Addition-
ally, they have engaged in an 
arms race that clearly under-
mines their economy.

In recent months, Presi-
dent Erdogan has focussed 
on what he calls the “milita-
rization” of 13 out of 23 Aege-
an islands close to Turkey’s 
coastline and on demands 
for their demilitarization. 
Ankara claims that Greece 
is arming the islands in vio-
lation of international agree-
ments, while Athens insists 
it is protecting its territory 
from Ankara’s repeated 
threats.

Greek and Turkish fight-
er jets regularly engage in 
aerial battles at close range 
(dogfights) over the Aegean 
islands, raising tension be-
tween the two nations and 
there are fears that an ac-
cident could happen that 
could spark a war.

Erdogan in a recent speech, 
in no uncertain terms, 
threatened Greece with the 
war over this question. He 
said: “The islands you oc-
cupy do not bind us. We will 
do what is necessary when 
the time comes. As we say, 

we can come suddenly one 
night.”

Foreign Minister Mev-
lut Cavusoglu claimed the 
militarization of the islands 
violates long-standing inter-
national treaties and added: “ 
Turkey is determined to dis-
cuss and challenge the sover-
eignty of the islands if Greece 
does not stop the violations.”

For their part, Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu and Defence Min-
ister Hulusi Akar repeatedly 
warned Greece to stop mili-
tarizing the Aegean islands, 

otherwise Ankara “will take 
the necessary steps on the 
ground.”

It is noted that State De-
partment Spokesman Ned 
Price, took the side of Greece 
in this dispute when he stat-
ed that “Greece’s sovereignty 
over these islands is not in 
question. The US calls on 
countries, including our al-
lies, to respect territorial in-
tegrity and sovereignty and 
avoid actions that inflame 
tensions.”

Another point of serious 
friction between Ankara 
and Athens is the Turkish- 
Libya maritime demarca-
tion agreement signed in 
November 2019 with the 
Tripoli government -one of 
the two rival governments 
in Libya- which runs close 
to the Greek island of Crete.

This was followed by the 
signing on October 3 of a pre-
liminary agreement between 
Ankara and the Tripoli gov-
ernment on oil exploration 
by Turkey off the coast of 
Libya, which does not spec-
ify if surveys will take place 

near Crete.
Reacting to the agreement, 

Greek Foreign Minister Nic-
os Dendias said that “Ankara 
is exploiting the turbulent 
situation in Libya to further 
destabilize the security in 
the Mediterranean region 
and establish regional hege-
mony. “

The Turkish-Libyan agree-
ment was described by the 
US State Department as pro-
vocative and unhelpful. For 
its part, the European Union 
supported the position taken 
by Greece and said the deal 
violated the law of the sea 
and infringed upon the sov-
ereign rights of third states.

In recent years the Eastern 
Mediterranean has become 
an energy hot spot with big 
gas discoveries found in 
Cyprus, Egypt and Israel. 
These three countries have 
signed preliminary agree-
ments envisaging coopera-
tion in the hydrocarbons 
sector, causing the wrath of 
Ankara which feels it is ex-
cluded from the exploitation 
of gas reserves in the area.
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against humanity

‘Taliban ban temporary, but impact 
will be extremely high’

The Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) issued a notice to the 
Cabinet Division on Mon-
day for refusing to provide 
details of gifts received by 
prime ministers and presi-
dents since the creation of 
Pakistan, according to a re-
port in Geo News.

The IHC asked the cabinet 
to submit the report within a 
month. The Geo News report 
said: “IHC’s Justice Mian Gul 
Hassan Aurangzeb heard 
the petition filed by Abuzar 
Salman Niazi. Advocate Wa-
sim Abid appeared in court 
on behalf of the petitioner.”

Abid during the hearing 
said that the petitioner asked 
for the gifts given by other 
countries to the presidents 
and the prime ministers of 
Pakistan. The cabinet divi-
sion, however, refused to 
provide the information and 
called it classified.

According to the peti-
tioner’s lawyer, the Pakistan 
Information Commission 
gave an order in this regard 
on June 29 but even after five 
months, the order has not 

been implemented.
Justice Hassan during 

the hearing said: “Why are 
you limiting yourself to the 
prime ministers and presi-
dents and not including the 
rest of the public servants? 
This shows your intentions.” 
He said that such petitions 
are only related to the prime 
minister.

The court then asked 
Pakistan’s Deputy Attorney 
General Syed Ahsan Raza to 
provide the required infor-
mation if available.

Raza, however, said that 
such information should 
be available on the website 
and that there won’t be any 
records prior to 1990.

Toshakhana’s records 
might be available, the 
court said. The hearing was 
adjourned after the court 
sought a report from the 
cabinet division in a month.

According to a Geo News 
report: “This is the second 
time that a court has dealt 
with a petition of this sort. 
Earlier in December, the 
Lahore High Court (LHC) 
sought the details of gifts 
taken from the Toshakhana 
since 1947.”

tOshaKhana

islamabad hC seeKs 
repOrt On gifts tO 
pms, prez sinCe 1947

Pakistan Federal Minister for Economic 
Affairs Ayaz Sadiq accused former prime 
minister Imran Khan of the resurgence of 
the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) and said that the dialogue initiated 
with the banned outfit by the previous Paki-
stan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government has 
“emboldened” the Taliban as they increased 
their footprint and activities in the country, 
the Dawn reported.

While referring to rise in terror attacks and 
the dialogue with the banned outfit initiated 
by the PTI government last year, the PML-N 
leader said the nation had seen the result of 
Imran Khan’s strategy of opening talks with 
the Taliban. “Imran Khan (while in power) 
did not curb terrorism. Rather he allowed 
negotiations with those who had martyred 
children at the Army Public School (in Pe-
shawar). And now a new wave of terrorism 
has begun because of those negotiations,” the 
Dawn reported. A document prepared by the 
National Counter-Terrorism Authority (Nac-
ta) presented to the Senate Standing Commit-
tee on Interior blamed the ‘peace talks’ with 

the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) for an 
increase in terror attacks across the country.

“TTP, during peace talks process gained 
considerable ground; increased its footprint 
and magnitude of activities,” the Nacta docu-
ment said. It added the withdrawal of the US 
forces from Afghanistan “gave impetus to 
TTP activities with its base [still] intact in Af-
ghanistan”. In an allusion to the resurgence 
of the terror outfit in Swat and adjoining 
areas, the report said the “presence [of TTP 
men] in Swat can be attributed to their efforts 
to gain pulse of locals and response by the 
state”. The document termed the Malakand 
division “vulnerable” to terrorism due to its 
“central location and access to settled areas”. 
The former Speaker also urged former army 
chief Qamar Javed Bajwa to reveal his “role” 
in the 2018 general election in “ensuring” the 
victory of the PTI. He said the Grand Demo-
cratic Alliance (GDA) representatives said 
they were under pressure in 2018 to join the 
PTI. He said the support extended by Bajwa 
to Imran Khan when he was prime minister 
had never been given to any other premier 
in the past. 

banned Outfit

Pak economic minister accuses 
Imran for TTP resurgence 

in paKistan 

natO ally

gender perseCutiOn

us resriCts mOvements Of its 
Citizens after multiple blasts 

Turkish President Erdogan and his ministers step up 
their bellicose rhetoric against Greece and Cyprus

germany Calls fOr 
‘strOng glObal reaCtiOn’ 
tO taliban’s ban

Last Sunday wit-
nessed several blasts 
in Pakistan in which 

many army officials and 
civilians lost their lives as 
the country battles a fresh 
wave of terrorism.

After the continuous 
case of attacks came into 
the spotlight, yesterday, 
the United States embassy 
in Islamabad prohibited 
its staff from visiting the 
federal capital’s Marriott 
Hotel, citing concerns of a 
“possible attack”. “Event: 
US government staff pro-
hibited from visiting Islam-
abad’s Marriott Hotel du a 
security alert issued today, 
the US embassy asked its 

government staff to exer-
cise vigilance at places of 
worship, and avoid loca-
tions with large crowds. It 
also asked them to monitor 
local media for updates to 
possible attack,” the US 

embassy in Islamabad said 
in an alert posted on its 
website.

On Sunday, at least seven 
blasts took place in Paki-
stan’s Balochistan where 5 
army personnel were killed 

and 19 others were injured.
According to Dawn, at 

least 15 people were in-
jured in five separate gre-
nade blasts in Balochistan 
on Sunday, officials con-
firmed.

Meanwhile, 5 Pakistan 
Army personnel were 
killed by an improvised 
explosive device (IED) dur-
ing a clearance operation in 
Balochistan’s Kahan area, 
the military’s media wing 
confirmed. Separately, in 
Quetta, at least four people 
were injured in a grenade 
blast on the Sabzal Road 
in Pakistan’s Quetta, ac-
cording to a statement by 
Balochistan Chief Minister 
Abdul Qudoos Bizenjo, re-
ported The Dawn. Accord-
ing to Police a flag of the 

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) hoisted on an electric 
pylon in Mir Ali Market, 
North Waziristan Tribal 
District was reported by 
locals and taken down.

TTP is allied with the Tal-
iban, who seized power in 
neighbouring Afghanistan 
in August last year. The 
radical Islamic outfit has 
stepped up attacks since it 
announced the end of an 
Afghan Taliban-brokered 
ceasefire with the govern-
ment in November. Last 
month, TTP called off a 
shaky ceasefire with the 
government and ordered 
fighters to stage attacks 
across the country. The 
TTP has conducted doz-
ens of major attacks in 
Pakistan. 

German Foreign Minis-
ter Annalena Baerbock 
on Sunday called for a 
strong response from the 
international community 
over the Taliban’s ban 
on higher education of 
women in Afghanistan.

Taking to social media, 
the minister not only 
condemned the decision 
of the Taliban but also 
said that it is unaccept-
able to see the violation 
of basic rights and hu-
manitarian principles of 
the people in the country. 
“We will not accept that 
the #Taliban make humanitarian aid a plaything for their mi-
sogyny. They rob half of the population of another basic right, 
violate humanitarian principles and endanger people’s vital 
needs,” German Foreign Minister Baerbock tweeted. Baerbock 
further added that the exclusion of women from work, educa-
tion and public life is a step towards ruining the progress of the 
country. “Those who exclude women and girls from work, edu-
cation and public life not only ruin their country. Gender-based 
persecution can also be a crime against humanity. We are com-
mitted to a strong response from the international community,” 
Annalena Baerbock added. On Saturday, the Taliban regime or-
dered all local and foreign NGOs to stop female employees from 
coming to work in the country. The Taliban-ordered all national 
and international non-government organizations to suspend 
the jobs of female employees until the further announcement, 

Following a decision by the Taliban 
regime to ban women from working 
at non-governmental organisations, 
four major international aid groups 
suspended their operations in Afghan-
istan on Sunday. Neil Turner, country 
director, Norwegian Refugee Council 
for Afghanistan, while calling the ban 
‘temporary’, said it “can, unfortunately, 
have a high impact”.

He also called on the Taliban to keep 
the promises it made, particularly with 
regard to girls’ education and in terms 
of the right of women to be able to work.

“Norwegian Refugee Council has 
made the decision to suspend the opera-
tions in Afghanistan because the Tali-
ban have introduced a ban on female 
staff working for international organ-
isations. We have been forced to do this 
on principle because women should 
be allowed to work but also practical 
because we cannot work or we cannot 
access the women who need our assis-
tance unless we have female colleagues 
working with us”, Turner said in an 
interview with ANI.

“The ban is temporary and unfortu-
nately the impact will be extremely high 
because all assistance is now suspended 
and we hope that this will be resolved 
very soon. The Taliban, over the years, 
have made promises in relation to wom-
en’s rights and we want them to respect 
those promises, particularly in relation 

to girls’ education and now in terms of 
the right of women to be able to work,” 
he added.

Save the Children, the International 
Rescue Committee, the Norwegian 
Refugee Council and CARE have been 
providing healthcare, education, child 
protection and nutrition services and 
support amid the rapidly deteriorating 
humanitarian situation in the country. 
The NGO ban was introduced a day ear-
lier, allegedly because women weren’t 

wearing the Islamic headscarf correctly.
Further, expressing concern over the 

financial situation of the female staff, 
Turner hoped the ban would be re-
moved to help Afghanistan, which is 
already mired in a humanitarian crisis.

“We respect the culture in which we 
work and women staff are very aware 
of how they should be dressed and how 
they should operate. They work all over 
Afghanistan in many different condi-
tions,” said Turner.

Patrolling in Pakistan. 

Turkish President RecepTayyip Errdogan

Alleging the Pakistan Tehreek -e-Insaf (PTI) Chief Imran 
Khan for affecting Islamabad’s ties with friendly nations, Inte-
rior Minister Rana Sanaullah said that Nawaz Sharif will lead 
Pakistan Muslim League -Nawaz (PML-N)’s campaign for the 
2023 general elections as he warned of active participation, 
ARY News reported on Monday. Sanaullah made these re-
marks while addressing the Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz 
(PML-N) Workers’ Convention in Faisalabad and blamed his 
Toshakhana case for the political chaos in Pakistan.  Accord-
ing to Rana Sanaullah, not only wristwatches but the entire 
collection of Toshakhana gifts were taken and purportedly 
sold by Imran Khan. He stated that ‘fake cases’ against PML-
N officials had been dropped, and that Imran Khan would 
now face real cases’ against him. The institutions, according 
to Sanaullah, will hold the PTI head accountable, ARY News 
reported. The minister further stated that the PML-N will 
actively engage in the 2023 general elections against Imran 
Khan-led PTI. The political slugfest which started with Imran 
Khan’s ouster from power in April by a vote of no confidence 
has, in successive months, worsened now after the alleged 
assassination bid on him earlier this month.

Aside from the call for early elections, another bone 
of contention between the ruling coalition govern-
ment and Imran Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) was the appointment of the new Army chief. 
Following the alleged assassination bid on Khan, the political 
tussle been the PML(N) and PTI has only worsened. 
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Qatar has expressed “deep concern” 
over the Taliban’s decision to ban fe-
male employees from working with 
non-governmental organisations. 
Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
a statement called on the Taliban to 
review its decision to allow women 
to work in the various jobs available 
to them in the organizations. 
“The State of Qatar expresses its 
deep concern over the Afghan 
caretaker government’s decision to 
ban Afghan women from working in 
local and foreign non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) until further 
notice, under the pretext that some 
female employees do not adhere 
to the Islamic dress code set by the 

government for women,” Qatar’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in 
a statement. Qatar’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs stressed the need 
to “respect women’s right to work,” 
and emphasised that the freedom to 
choose and accept work is a “human 
right.” In the statement, Qatar’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs underscored 
that their stance is support all spec-
tra of Afghanistan to obtain all their 
rights, including the right to work. 
“The State of Qatar calls on the 
caretaker government to review its 
decision to enable women to work in 
the various jobs available to them in 
the organizations in a way that helps 
the distribution and flow of humani-
tarian aid to the Afghan people,” 
Qatar’s Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement. 

Qatar expresses ‘deep COnCern’ Over taliban 
banning wOmen frOm wOrKing in ngO
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German Foreign Minister Annalena 
Baerbock
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British Monarch King 
Charles hosted the first 
traditional Christmas after 
the coronation and called 
it a poignant time for those 
who lost their loved ones in 
a broadcast on Sunday.

“Christmas is a particu-
larly poignant time for all 
of us who have lost loved 
ones. We feel their absence 
at every familiar turn of the 
season and remember them 
in each cherished tradition,” 
the British Monarch said in 
his Christmas broadcast.

King Charles also reflected 
on Queen Elizabeth II’s faith 
in people and thanked those 
who had given their time to 
help others. Moreover, he 
hailed the “heartfelt soli-
darity” of people across the 
recession-hit UK struggling 

with a worsening cost of liv-
ing crisis.

“My mother’s belief in the 
power of that light was an 
essential part of her faith 
in God but also her faith in 
people. And it is one which I 
share with my whole heart. 
It is a belief in the extraordi-
nary ability of each person 
to touch with goodness and 
compassion the lives of oth-
ers and to shine a light in the 

world around them,” the 
King said.

The 74-year-old monarch 
picked a multi-faith theme 
centred on the uniting con-
cept of light triumphing over 
darkness, which is honoured 
by all faiths.

King Charles automatically 
became king on the death of 
his mother, Queen Elizabeth, 
in September. Charles will 
become the oldest monarch 

in British history to sit on the 
throne. His reign as a king 
will officially begin in May 
and along with him, Camilla 
Parker-Bowles was crowned 
Queen Consort.

Charles was declared the 
UK and Commonwealth 
monarch on 10 September 
after his mother, Queen 
Elizabeth II, passed away on 
8 September.

The death of the 96-year-
old Queen ended a genera-
tion-spanning, seven-decade 
reign that made her a beacon 
of stability in a tumultuous 
world.

Several other world lead-
ers, like US President Joe 
Biden, Pope Francis, Prime 
Minister of Canada Justin 
Trudeau, and Anthony Al-
banese, also wished a ‘Merry 
Christmas’ to people across 
the globe. 

On the birth anniversary of 
former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee on Sunday, 
which was marked as ‘Good 
Governance Day’ across the 
country, the Aurangabad 
unit of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) named a star af-
ter the ‘Bharat Ratna recipi-
ent, informed Aurangabad 
BJP president Shirish Bor-
alkar.

The distance of the star 
from Earth is 392.01 light 
years. It is the closest star to 
the Sun.

“The star with the coordi-
nates 14 05 25.3 -60 28 51.9 
has been registered in the 
International Space Regis-
try on December 25, 2022. 
The star gets the name Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee ji. Registra-
tion Number CX16408US,” 
read the International Space 
Registry certificate.
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People pour milk 
into the sea as 

they pay tribute 
to the victims 

of the 2004 
Tsunami on its 

18th anniversary, 
at Nochikuppam 

beach, in Chennai 
on Monday.

PAYING TRIBUTE 

#VeerBalDiwas

‘religion Becomes great By 
sacrifice’: netizens on 
'Veer Bal Diwas' 
On the occasion of Veer Bal Diwas on 26 December, 
netizens took to Twitter to pay remember the sacrifice of 
Sahibzades and pay tribute to Guru Gobind Singh. 

Meenakshi Lekhi tweeted, “The martyrdom of Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji’s Sahibzades holds great importance in 
the history of India. Their bravery and ideals continues 
to give strength to millions.”

Babita Phogat tweeted, “The cold in that high tower 
was so cold that even the heat froze, but Mata Gujri ji 
and Sahibzade remained firm on protecting religion. 
History itself salutes their sacrifice and is proof that reli-
gion becomes great by sacrifice not by force.”

Rakul Preet Singh tweeted, “No nation can be built 
great without building the character of its people. 
Thanking the honorable Prime minister Narendra Modi 
for taking a step in the right direction by recognising 26 
December as Veer Bal Diwas in honour of the unparal-
leled sacrifice." 

“If we want to 
take India to 
newer heights 
of success 
then we have 
to become free from the 
narrow perspectives of the 
past.”

— NareNdra Modi

BRAIN-PICKING

Prime Minister, during the programme organised to mark the 
remembrance of the supreme sacrifice by the sons of Guru 
Gobind Singh. 

RECORD

All ABOUT FIRST lIBRARY 
CONSTITUENCY IN INDIA
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Dharmadam, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s con-
stituency, has become the first “complete library constitu-
ency” in India.

In his Facebook post, Vijayan said that out of the total of 138 
wards in the constituency, there were no libraries in 63 wards. 
Dharmadam reached this achievement with the opening of 
libraries in these wards too.

“Complete librarianisation was made possible with the 
support of all sections of the people in the constituency. The 
People’s Mission for Social Development, a people’s organ-
isation, has taken up the work of establishing libraries and 
expanding the existing ones in Dharmadam constituency,” 
he wrote.

Mentioning that libraries and public spaces have a unique 
place in social progress, the Chief Minister said that this is 
why people have gone ahead with the activities of establishing 
libraries in every ward.

“A mission was formed to consolidate operations. The Dis-
trict Library Council and local self-governing bodies, which 
are part of the mission, became active participants in the 
activities,” he said. Vijayan said that meetings were held at 
the ward and panchayat levels to implement the objective. 
“Committees were formed for this. These people’s committees 
provided local leadership for the activities. Let the building of 
libraries be an inspiration to the whole of Kerala through the 
people’s movement for social development,” he said.
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NEW BEGINNINGS 

A number of celebrities be-
gan the most precious chap-
ter of their lives by embrac-
ing parenthood for the first 
time. 
From Priyanka Chopra and 
Nick Jonas to Alia Bhatt and 
Ranbir Kapoor, the list of 
celebs who became parents 
this year is a long one. So, 
as we move towards 2023, 
here’s a list of celebrities who 
were blessed with little won-
ders in 2022.

alia Bhatt-ranBir 
Kapoor
Alia and Ranbir’s wedding 
in April was among the 
most anticipated of the year. 
In June, Alia announced her 
pregnancy and the couple 
welcomed their first child, a 
daughter named Raha on 6 
November.

sonam Kapoor-
ananD ahuja
In March 2022, Anand and 
Sonam made the pregnancy 
public. On 20 August, the 

couple welcomed their first 
baby into the world. Their 
son was given the name 
Vayu Kapoor Ahuja.

priyanKa chopra-
nicK jonas
Earlier this year, Priyanka 
and Nick welcomed a baby 

girl 4 years after the wed-
ding. The couple made the 
announcement on Insta-
gram and named their child 
Malti Marie Chopra Jonas.

Bipasha Basu-
Karan groVer
After announcing their 

pregnancy in August 2022, 
Bipasha and Karan Singh 
Grover welcomed their 
daughter Devi earlier this 
month on 12 December. 
Sharing the good news with 
fans, the couple named 
their baby girl Devi Basu 
Singh Grover.

Kajal aggarwal-
gautam Kitchlu
On 19 April 2022, Kajal Ag-
garwal and her husband 
Gautam Kitchlu welcomed 
their baby boy Neil Kitchlu. 
The ‘Singham’ actor usually 
shares pictures and videos 
of her baby boy on her social 
media handles.  

All THE CElEBRITIES WHO 
EmBRACED PARENTHOOD IN 2022
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King Charles chooses multi-faith 
theme for first traditional Christmas 

FORmER Pm ATAl BIHARI VAjPAYEE GETS A STAR TO HIS NAmE 

ROYAl DUTIES 

TRIBUTE 

RARE 

THE FIRST AND ONlY BREED OF 
DOmESTICATED GEESE IN INDIA

The domestic goose found 
in the Kashmir valley is 
the only species of domes-
tic goose in India. It has 
become the first and only 
breed of domestic geese in 
India since it was declared 
“Kashmir Anz” by the Indi-
an Council of Agricultural 
Research in February this 
year.

The trend of goose rear-
ing in the Kashmir Valley 
has been going on since 
ancient times. The popula-
tion near the water bodies 
of Kashmir fondly rears it. 
Geese rearing is practised 
in the areas surrounding 
the Kashmir Valley’s three 
major lakes, Dal, Villar, and 
Anchar, as well as in Gan-
derbal district, including 
Sindh, Budgam, Baram-
ulla, Bandipora, and the 

Hokarsar and Narkara 
wetlands. There is a ten-
dency to raise geese.

According to the re-
search of Hina Hamdani, 
Azmat Alam Khan, and 
MT Bande, researchers 
from the Faculty of Veteri-
nary Science and Animal 
Husbandry, Sher Kashmir 
University of Agriculture 
Sciences and Technology 
in Kashmir, two species of 
geese have also been identi-
fied in Kashmir.  The name 
of the white swan is ‘White 
Anza’ and the cinnamon-
coloured goose is “Kachur 
Anza.”

The research states that 
Kashmiri geese also have 
two types of chicks, the yel-
low-winged and the dark-
yellow-winged.  The yel-
low chick appears to grow 
in the white anes, and the 
black yellow chick appears 
to grow in the kachur anes.

kashmiri Anz 
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ACTRESSES WHO GAVE 
BIGGEST COmmERCIAl HITS 
THIS YEAR
2022 was a year of fine performances and big box office 
numbers. while a lot of male actor-driven films like 
‘KGF Chapter 2’ and ‘rrr’ became big hits, there were 
also many female actors who gave one of the biggest 
hits of 2022. Check out the list to see if your favourite 
actor made the cut.

AlIA BHATT
 Many call for 2022 alia’s year—she got married, 
got blessed with a baby girl, and on top of it all, 
she gave the biggest hits of 2022. alia starred in 
Sanjay leela Bhansali’s ‘Gangubai Kathiawadi’ 
which minted around rs 203 + crores world-
wide. alia was also the lead in ‘Brahmastra: 
Part 1 Shiva’, which was a box office block-
buster, and an OTT release, ‘Darlings’, which 
did exceptionally well. 

TABU
 Tabu gave two massive hits this year- Bhool 
Bhulaiyaa 2 and Drishyam 2. Bhool Bhulaiyaa 
2 earned around rs 263+ crores worldwide 
while Drishyam 2 has so far done a business 
of rs 298+ crores worldwide.

 Trisha Krishnan
 recorded as a bit of a lark for a 1967 Beatles 
holiday fan club release, what this song might 
lack in lyrics, it makes up for with those 
unmatched Beatles harmonies.

AISHWARYA RAI BACHCHAN
 Touted to be aishwarya›s mega comeback, 
‹PS 1› marked her collaboration with Mani 
ratnam once again. after doing a business 
of rs 500+ crore worldwide, the film amazed 
millions of people.

KIARA ADVANI
 Kiara did three films this year -- Bhool 
Bhulaiyaa 2, Jug Jugg Jeeyo, and Govinda 
Naam Mera. Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2 turned out 
to be a massive hit, earning around rs 263+ 
crores worldwide, while Jug Jugg Jeeyo also 
performed quite well.

Alia Bhatt

king Charles at Christmas Celebration.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee 



 Technology today has unde-
niably made our lives easier; 
however, the increasing de-
pendence on the ‘one tap’ 
lifestyle has also led to sev-
eral negative effects on our 
backs, which often tend to 
go unnoticed. Long working 
hours on computers, exces-
sive use of smartphones, a 
lack of physical exercise, and 
a sedentary lifestyle have 
forced several youngsters to 
spend their days in pain. Ice 
packs, ointments, and balms 
seem to have become the best 
friends of those in their mid-
20s and 30s, and due to a 

hectic lifestyle, several mil-
lennials are accepting pain 
as an unavoidable part of 
their daily lives.

According to research by 
the India Council of Medi-
cal Research, titled ‘India: 
Health of the Nation’s States: 
The India State-Level Dis-
ease Burden Initiative,’ back 
pain is affecting an increas-
ing number of young people 
between the ages of 18 to 
25 years. The report high-
lights that in the last couple 
of years, the frequency of 
spine care visits among the 
younger workforce has in-
creased from 25% to 31%, 
which indicates that low 
back pain is no longer an 
“old person’s ailment” and 
has become a serious health 
concern for the country’s 
youth. 

This alarming rise in the 
prevalence of low back 
pain and spinal ailments in 
young adults and teenagers 
has emphasised the need 
for spreading awareness 
among the people.

CAUSES 
The several causes that can 
lead to spinal problems 
among youngsters include: 

   Accidental falls
  Infection and inflamma-

tion
  Congenital disabilities
  Severe spine injuries
  Ageing-related wear and 

tear
  Autoimmune diseases
  Vitamin deficiencies
  Limited blood supply
   Obesity
  Sedentary lifestyle

   Inadequate calcium intake
  Smoking

SYMPTOMS 
 Symptoms of the spine 

problems include -
   Rounded back or shoul-

ders
  Severe back pain
  Discomfort in the neck, 

arms, and legs along with 
numbness

  Burning sensation, sharp 
and stabbing pain

  Problems in the bladder 
and digestive system

 
PREVENTION

  There are several easy 
ways through which you 
can take care of your spine. 
These include -

    Follow a healthy sleep 
cycle of at least 8 hours a day 
to restore your spine health 
and avoid sleeping on your 
stomach, as it puts exces-
sive pressure on your spine. 
Sleeping sideways can help 
prevent sleep apnea and 
can give you a better night›s 
sleep.
    Losing weight as being 
overweight or obese increas-
es your risk of low back pain. 
Excessive weight can put ad-
ditional stress on your lower 
back muscles, ligaments, 
and tendons.

  Take breaks while work-
ing for long hours to relieve 
the tension in your spine and 
reduce mental health.

  Drink adequate amounts 
of water and stay hydrated 
to maintain soft tissue elas-
ticity and joint fluidity. Loss 
of hydration can make you 

more susceptible to painful 
disc disorders as your spinal 
discs begin to thin.

  Ensure that your work-
space is set up appropriately 
to your height, whether it’s 
a laptop, phone, computer 
desk, or even your car. This 
can help you in reducing the 
stress on your lower, upper 
back and can minimise the 
incidence of conditions like 
stiff backs, headaches, car-
pal tunnel syndrome, and 
sciatica.

  Indulge in exercises like 
yoga, brisk walking, etc., as 
they can help you maintain a 
healthy spine and will revit-
alise and alleviate your pain. 
These are also good options 
for restoring muscle mobility 
and reducing back discomfort.

  Making these small 
changes in your daily rou-
tine can help you avoid spine 
ailments and ensure that you 
lead a healthy life.

 Dr Umesh Srikantha is a Con-
sultant of Neurosurgery at Head 
of Spine Services in Aster CMI 
Hospital, Bangalore.

medically speakingthe daily guardian review
tue sday |  27 december 2022

new delhi 13

Heart diseases are no lon-
ger a “men’s problem,” and 
women too are equally 
prone to it. According to a 
recent report published by 
the National Family Health 
Survey, it was found that 
the overall prevalence of 
undiagnosed hypertension 
in women of the age group 
15–49 years is 18.69% in 
India, which busts the 
myth that heat conditions 
are most prevalent among 
men.

Several other interna-
tional studies have also indi-
cated that heart ailments are 
now a leading cause of death 
among women, resulting 
in ten times more fatalities 
than breast cancer. Even 
though heart ailments are 
on the rise among women, 
lack of awareness has pre-
vented many from getting 
timely treatment and diag-
nosis of the disease.

WHY ARE HEART  
DISEASES GOING 
UNDETECTED IN 
WOMEN?

While ensuring the well-
being of their loved ones, 
women in India tend to ig-
nore their own needs and 
often neglect their health. 
For example, if a woman has 
mild chest pain, she would 
rather ignore the symp-
toms and focus on work and 
household chores than see a 
doctor. 

As the symptoms of a 
heart attack are different 
in men and women, many 
women often don’t know if 
they have already suffered 
one or two heart attacks in 
the past until they eventual-
ly visit a doctor. The symp-
toms in women can range 
from jaw pain to fatigue to 
pain in the neck and back to 
sweating or just heartburn, 
indicating the need for them 
to undergo regular health 

check-ups and take proac-
tive measures to ensure 
overall well-being.

WHICH AGE GROUP IS 
MOST SUSCEPTIBLE 
TO HEART ATTACKS?

Women in the age group 
of 45–55 years are at a high 
risk of experiencing a heart 
attack due to low levels of 
estrogen postmenopause, 
work and family-related 
stress, loneliness, and a lack 

of physical activity. More 
women in this age group 
may go undiagnosed and 
have atypical symptoms 
compared to men.

The second most affected 
age group is 60 years of age, 
where the biological dete-
rioration makes both men 
and women more suscep-
tible to heart attacks. High 
cholesterol, high blood 
pressure, obesity, smoking, 
a sedentary lifestyle, and 
diabetes are also some of the 
main concerns that make 
women more prone to car-
diovascular diseases.

HOW CAN WOMEN 
KEEP HEART ATTACKS 
AT BAY?

There are several steps 
that women can take to pre-
vent heart ailments, such as:

1. Educate yourself and 
increase your awareness 
about the risk factors that 
can lead to blockages.

2. Avoid smoking or use of 
tobacco.

3. Engage in physical ac-
tivities like yoga, dancing, 
running, and walking for 
30-45 minutes every day to 
maintain heart health and 
overcome obesity.

4. Avoid junk food, aer-
ated drinks, and adopt a 
balanced diet. Healthy heart 
diets that include complex 
carbohydrates, legumes, 
fruits, vegetables, and less 
sugar, salt and fat can have 
a positive impact on heart 
health.

Lastly, it is important to 
note that gender has noth-
ing to do with heart at-
tacks, and the condition af-
fects both men and women 
equally. However, adopting 
a healthy lifestyle can help 
you in getting good health.

Dr. Pradeep Kumar D works 
as a Sr. Consultant of Interven-
tional Cardiology at Aster CMI 
Hospital in Bangalore. 

WHY HEART ATTACKS ARE ON 
THE RISE AMONG WOMEN

Addressing dual burden of overnutrition and undernutrition

The global challenge of mal-
nutrition affects a significant 
portion of children globally. 
As of 2020, more than 230 
million children were re-
ported by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) to be 
malnourished in one way or 
another. In fact, the WHO 
2021 fact sheet on malnutri-
tion revealed that malnutri-
tion was responsible for 45% 
of deaths among children 
aged 5 and below. While un-
dernutrition is well-known 
to families around the world, 
not much attention is given 
to overnutrition, a form of 
malnutrition that arises 
from too much intake of nu-
trients.

Historically, and more 
commonly in poorer com-

munities, people are quick 
to identify the kwashiorkor-
stricken and underweight 
children as the perfect pic-
ture of malnutrition. How-
ever, an overweight child is 
likely to be suffering from 
overnutrition because they 
may be consuming more 
calories, proteins, or other 
nutrients than their body 
needs, causing fat to store 
up in the body.

CRISIS OF  
MALNUTRITION

India faces a peculiar chal-
lenge among the comity of 
nations of the world. The 
2022 Global Hunger Index 
ranked us 107th out of 121 
countries. Data from the fifth 
National Family Health Sur-
vey (NFHS-5), conducted in 
2019–2021, and the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organisa-
tion (FAO) show that India 
has the highest rate of child 
wasting (low weight for 
height), with 19.8% of chil-
dren affected. In the same 
vein, the indicators showed 
that 35.5% of children in 
the world’s most populous 
nation (next to China) were 
stunted (low height for age).

Low-birth weight babies 

and infants suffering from 
wasting are at very high risk 
of death in India, according 
to available data. These are 
triggered by inadequate nu-
trition, tied closely to Hun-
ger. However, at the other 
end of the stick is an equally 
troubling reality. A recent 
study showed that overnu-
trition among preschool 
children ranged from 4% to 
as high as 17% (using a cut-
off BAZ > +2 and +1). What 
this shows is a relatively high 
prevalence of both undernu-
trition and overnutrition in 
India.

Nutrition is a basic human 
need and a prerequisite for a 
healthy life. The reason why 
malnutrition should get all 
the attention it needs is so 

that health complications 
can be averted and mortal-
ity reduced to the barest 
minimum. A proper diet is 
essential from the very early 
stages of life for growth, de-
velopment, and a state of 
overall well-being. Under-
nutrition increases the risk 
of infectious diseases such as 
diarrhoea, measles, malaria, 
and pneumonia, and chronic 
malnutrition can impair a 
young child’s physical and 
mental development. Also, 
it is worthy of note that over-
nutrition can lead to obe-
sity, resulting in a number of 
non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) such as coronary ar-
tery disease, stroke, and even 
diabetes mellitus. When 
overnutrition is caused by 

excess macronutrients, 
leading to fat cell buildup, 
chronic inflammation may 
occur, as well as meta-
bolic disorders and NCDs.  

FINDING A PANACEA
Indeed, the world has 

waged a war against hunger 
for centuries. In fact, the UN, 
WHO, and governments 
across the world have taken 
steps to address the crisis of 
malnutrition. The Universal 
Children’s Day celebrated on 
20 November of every year 
presents an opportunity 
for the world to take action 
for children’s nutrition and 
health. In India, there is a 
conscious effort on the part 
of the government to address 
malnutrition and nip it in 
the bud. From the National 
Nutrition Mission (which is 
making laudable strides to 
address malnutrition), and 
the Anemia Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan (to accelerate the 
rate of decline of anaemia in 
the country), to the Mid-day 
Meal (MDM) Scheme.

Other interventions in-
clude the National Food Se-
curity Act (NFSA), the Prad-
han Mantri Matru Vandana 
Yojana programme (through 

which Rs 6,000 is provided 
to pregnant women to help 
them afford better child-
birth facilities), and the In-
tegrated Child Development 
Services (ICDS) Scheme, 
launched in 1975. With a 
renewed mission to achieve 
Goal 2 (Zero Hunger) of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals by 2030, there is a 
need to begin to take advan-
tage of the nutrition-rich 
foods in the country and 
allocate them in the right 
proportions to vulnerable 
families.

On the other hand, mas-
sive sensitisation campaigns 
need to be launched to make 
people understand that over-
weight is a problem even in 
children. The point needs to 
be made that an overfed and 
overweight child is at risk of 
deadly health conditions and 
nutrients must be consumed 
in the right amounts. Only 
then can the nation, and the 
world at large, begin to work 
towards a society where 
there is improved nutrition 
for all children.

Sanjeev Jain works as Jt. 
Managing Director at Akums 
Drugs and Pharmaceuticals.

EAT YOUR WAY TO 
BETTER EYE HEALTH

WHAT ARE THE LEADING CAUSES OF SPINAL PROBLEMS AMONG INDIANS?

Maintaining healthy eye-
sight is a crucial factor in 
enjoying the beauty of life. 
Although in today’s modern 
world, eye health is most 
affected due to digital eye 
strain, poor nutrition, and 
vitamin deficiency. Unfor-
tunately, eye health cannot 
be improved naturally, and 
there is no way to change a 
refractive error, such as myo-
pia, hyperopia, astigmatism, 
or presbyopia. These types 
of visual conditions can be 
treated with glasses, contact 
lenses, or refractive surgery.

Eye health can be main-
tained through a balance of 
nutrients and foods that can 
be incorporated in the day-
to-day diet. Foods that have 
an impact on our eye health 

include:
Amla: Indian gooseberry 

is not only rich in vitamin 
C but has ample of vitamin 
A, which is essential for a 
healthy retina. It also lowers 
the risk of developing age re-
lated macular degeneration. 
It is also effective in protect-
ing the eye from conjuncti-
vitis.

Citrus fruits (oranges, 
kiwis, strawberries, and 
grapefruit): The antioxidants 
in citrus fruits help fight free 
radicals and also prevent the 
development of cataract.

Spinach: Lutein and zea-
xanthin in spinach have 
antioxidant properties and 
improve pigment density 
in the macula. This pig-
ment protects the cells in the 
macular area by absorbing 
excess blue and ultraviolet 
light and neutralising free 

radicals.
Beans and legumes: The 

zinc in these legumes has 
retinal protective effects and 
prevents the formation of 
cataracts.

Nuts (almonds, walnuts): 
These are rich in vitamin A, 
which is yet another essen-
tial vitamin vital for eyes. It 
is beneficial for the regular 
functioning of the eyes and 
also prevents the forma-
tion of cataracts, dry eye 
syndrome, and age-related 
macular degeneration.

Salmon: Oily fishes are 
rich in omega-3 fatty acids. 
Omega 3 has protective ef-
fects, helps avoid dry eyes, 
and prevents age related 
macular degeneration.

Carrots: Carrots are a rich 

source of beta-carotene and 
lutein, which are antioxi-
dants that can help prevent 
eye damage caused by free 
radicals.

Vital organs like your eyes 
don’t get an off day, so they 
stand to benefit greatly from 
an extra nutrient boost. Diet 
plays a vital role in prevent-
ing further damages, but it is 
important that one takes ex-
tra care such as avoid using 
gadgets before bed or in the 
dark, as it leads to eye strain. 
Taking breaks in between 
staring at the computer 
screen and performing a few 
eye exercises is also recom-
mended.

Dr Anish Desai is MD, Clini-
cal Pharmacologist and Nu-
traceutical Physician, Founder 
and CEO IntelliMed Healthcare 
Suctions.

DR ANISH DESAI

As the symptoms of a heart attack are different in men and women, many women 
often don’t know if they have already suffered one or two heart attacks in the past 
until they eventually visit a doctor.

Women in the age group of 45–55 years are at a high risk.

Lower back pain is no longer an old person’s ailment. 

India has the highest rate of child wasting. 

 DR UMESH SRIKANTHA

Anaemia
CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES AMONG WOMEN
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Sabarimala pilgrimage is 
one of the rarest spiritual 
communions of all types 
of devotees from various 
parts of the world beyond 
race, religion, caste and 
class. The conspicuous ab-
sence of divisive politics in 
this part of the world ought 
to be celebrated by every-
one, as the Lord Ayyappa is 
known for his utter celibacy 
and absolute penance in the 
dense forest of Periyar Tiger 
Reserve. The legacy and lin-
eage of the erstwhile Pandiya 
Kingdom, Maharaja Sri Raja 
Sekara Pandiyan has been a 
philocrisy for the multitudes 
in India and overseas.

 The longest route called 
‘Peru Vazhi’ stretches into a 
wild forest wherein you trek 
carefully by looking at the 
beauty of this tiger reserve 
and the elephant corridor 
by chanting the names of the 

Lord Ayyappa. The cosmic 
communion of the supreme 
forces of eternity could alter 
one’s destiny spontaneously 
when one seeks the spiritual 
solace through the inces-
sant communion with the 
Lord Sabari Nathan during 
the austere penance through 
absolute purity. Many of the 
devotees stay etched in this 
ecstatic communion with the 
Bhagavan Ayyappa. Most of 
the rationalists might blink 
on such experiences, as they 
limit themselves with mate-
rialist analogy. Sometimes, it 
may be wise to open up one’s 
horizons of understanding 
through spiritual pursuits 
by practising meditation and 
pilgrimage.

It is quintessential for spir-
itual enlightenment to re-
main disconnected with the 
world of materialistic pursuit 
while chanting the saranams 
(names of the Lord Ayyappa 
and his subordinate deities) 
and practise all the norms 
of the divine penance initi-
ated several centuries ago 
in order to awaken the spirit 
of ecstatic oneness with the 
Holy Abode of the Lord Shri 
Dharma Sastha. Some of the 
conspicuous norms are all 
about eco-friendly life style 
with vegetarian food, purifi-
cation of the body and mind 

every morning and evening, 
puja for the Lord Ayyappa, 
chanting saranams of the 
Lord Ayyappa and practis-
ing brahmachariyam/ celi-
bacy, treating every being 
as the inseparable part of 
the Lord Ayyappa by calling 
them ‘Swamy’ (Gender neu-
tral) and ‘Malikaipuram’ (for 
the women pilgrims and girl 
children). Swamy means--
“the one who has conquered 
the self.” 

All the devotees of the Lord 
Ayyappa carry Irumudi 
kettu-- a special divine of-
fering of the coconut filled 
with ghee along with sev-
eral other puja ingredients 
on their head while trekking 
the holy hills. Every devotee 
is supposed to greet one 
another by saying “Swamy 
Saranam” and “Saranam 
Ayyappa”. The state govern-
ment of Kerala and Travan-
core Devaswom Board have 
transformed the hygiene of 
Sabarimala by creating sev-
eral facilities for the millions 
visiting this Supreme Abode 
of the Lord Shri Dharma 
Sastha. Kudos to the Lead-
ership of the Chief Minister 
Sri Pinarayi Vijayan!

Most of the shops and small 
restaurants are quite sup-
portive to the pilgrims, as the 
ground reality is a grand cel-

ebration of spiritual as well 
as social harmony and secu-
lar tradition of our mother-
land irrespective of caste, 
creed or religion. A large 
number of small outlets, 
temporary sheds, annadha-
na (free food offerings) along 
with herbal drinking water 
service of Ayyappa Seva 
Sangam (a charity), food 
vendors, free medical camps 
are the exemplary examples 
of how the Lord Sabari Giri 
Eswaran (another name of 
the Lord Ayyappa) inspires 
selfless service at the steep-
est mountains through His 
everlasting bliss.

Anyone can get to know 
about the miracles and mys-
teries of the Lord Ayyappa 
by interacting with any 
ardent devotee or group of 
devotees at any point of time 
in any of these sheds in the 
wild forest while climbing 
up the holy hills of Pandala 
Raja. These authentic expe-
riences of the devotees could 
be documented in order to 
preserve this noble spiritual 
tradition for the posterity. 
The Lord Ayyappa is also 
called Annadhana Prabu 
and most of the Guruswa-
mies state the significance of 
giving free food for the other 

pilgrims as part of their pen-
ance (either through the Tra-
vancore Devaswom Board or 
Ayyappa Seva Sangam /any 
other appropriate method at 
the moment). 

The first destination is 
Erumeli – where you find 
Pettai Sastha and Erumeli 
Shri Dharmasastha temple 
besides the famous Mosque 
known as Vavaru Ambalam. 
This pilgrimage begins with 
the blessings of Pettai Sastha 
temple along with the dance 
(often called Pettai) and 
chanting of “Swamy Thin-
thaka thom!” and “Ayyappa 
Thinthaka thom!” Most of 

the kanni swamies (first 
timers or those who are in 
the first three years of their 
pilgrimage) are expected 
to carry Saram- (One of the 
smallest wooden arrows/
sticks) along with some of-
ferings or prasadams such 
as banana while doing this 
ritual of Pettai. 

These pilgrims apply vari-
ous colours on their faces 
and bodies while performing 
this ancient tribal ritual. It is 
believed that the Lord Sabari 
Giri Vasan performed these 
rituals en route to Sabrai-
mala when His incarnation 
was actually to demonstrate 
how the evil forces are de-
stroyed by the Divine Su-
premacy on the earth, Some 
of the Guruswamies (the 
Chief Spiritual Initiators of 
a group of pilgrims) believe 
that this ritual happens to 
exorcise the evil spirits from 
the possessed or empow-
ers one with positive vibes 
(equivalent to ‘bhava span-
dana’) through group/mass 
communion.

The group chanting of 
devotees of the Lord Ayy-
appa could be heard 24x7 
in almost all the important 
destinations of the pilgrim-
age and especially near 
Pampa Ganapathy temple. 
Sabarimala is famously 

called after the tribal saint- 
Sabari- whose penance to 
meet the Lord Ram is al-
ways referred in our ancient 
epics and legends. The most 
revered tribal saint--Sabari’s 
spiritual legacy has also been 
worshipped and honoured 
at ‘Sabri Peetham’ for sev-
eral hundreds of years. The 
kanni swamies ought to 
leave their sarams (the holy 
sticks/arrows) at ‘Saram 
Kuthy’ on their way from 
Pampa to Sannidhanam/the 
holy shrine. 

Thousands of devotees 
visit several shrines such 
as the Lord Krishna temple 
and Mammiyur Mahadeva 
Temple in Guruvayur, Sri 
Chootaranikara Bhaga-
vathy temple,Kodankallur 
Bhagavathy temple,  Ettu-
manoor Arthanarieswara 
temple, Triprayar Sri Ra-
maswamy temple, Lord 
Muruga temple in Palani, 
Madurai Meenakshi Am-
man Temple, Pazhamuthir 
Cholai Murugan Temple, 
Thiruparankundram Muru-
gan temple,Kuttralanathar 
temple,Kulathupuzhai 
t e m p l e ,  A c h a n k o v i l 
temple,Ariyankavu temple, 
Vaikkam Mahadevan Tem-
ple, in the southern states en 
route to the Supreme Abode 
of the Lord Ayyappa.

SABARIMALA PENANCE AND PILGRIMAGE: A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION OF MILLIONS
COSMIC COMMUNICATION

MANGALAPRATHABAN  
MURALIDHARAN

What has changed 
for us in this 
year gone by? 

Has the past year been filled 
with improvements? Was 
it a downhill slide? Or has 
it been a mixed bag of suc-
cesses and failures on differ-
ent fronts? We have possibly 
spent the whole of last year 
facing various challenges 
and turmoil, trying to man-
age different dimensions of 
our lives in one way or an-
other. Sometimes, we made 
a mess of it. Sometimes we 
made progress. 

How many balls can we 
juggle in the air all the time? 
We are dealing with so 
many things simultaneous-
ly, and realise that we are not 
making any progress on any 
front. Dividing our attention 
to manage different aspects 
of our lives, takes a toll on 
our health. This frustrates 
us and keeps us stressed out. 
If we really want to make 
progress in life, we need to 
channel our efforts in the di-
rection that we want to take 
to achieve our goals. 

How have we transformed 

in the last 12 months? Con-
sider the seven aspects listed 
below. 
PHYSICAL

Have you become health-
ier or unhealthier over the 
past year? How many times 
have you been to the hospi-
tal? Are your blood work 
and other essential health 
parameters better or worse 
than one year ago? 
MENTAL

Are you more or less 
stressed, as compared to the 
same time one year back? 
Are you overthinking less or 
more? Can you focus better? 
Are you distracted more or 
less than last year? Are you 
sleeping better?
EMOTIONAL 

Have you had any serious 
disagreements at work or at 
home in the last 12 months? 
Were there any major out-
bursts of frustration and 
rage that you remember 
with regret? Has intima-
cy increased or have you 
grown apart with someone? 
Are you getting more or less 
provoked by others than last 
year? Do you worry more or 

less?
CREATIVE

Have you been able to 
fulfil a creative dream un-
related to work? Have you 
learnt any new skills? Have 
you pursued any of your 
cherished hobbies? Have 
you completed any of your 
cherished dreams and long 
left incomplete projects and 
commitments?
FINANCIAL

Are you financially bet-
ter or worse off compared 

to last year? Have you cre-
ated any new assets or 
lost wealth? Are you over-
burdened with new loans 
or have you gone down the 
road of financial freedom? 
Do you have more than you 
need or do you feel stuck in 
a hole?
SOCIAL

How many new friends 
have you made? Are your 
personal and social rela-
tionships improving or go-
ing downhill? Have you got 

involved in any new com-
munity activities and social 
causes? Have you joined any 
clubs or cultural groups? 
Did you take a vacation and 
come back rejuvenated?
SPIRITUAL

Do you feel calmer? Are 
you more in tune with na-
ture? Do you meditate and 
contemplate upon your 
life’s meaning and purpose? 
Do you laugh, sing and 
dance more often? Have you 
helped someone in distress? 
Did you bring happiness to 
someone?

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) defines well-
ness as a “state of complete 
physical, mental, and social 
well-being and not merely 
the absence of disease or 
infirmity.” Imbalance and 
disharmony of the body and 
mind lead to stress.  

The Sanskrit word for 
health is ‘swastha’.  ‘Swa’ 
means our Self, and ‘stha’ 
means to be established 
within, or to be still.  There-
fore, whenever we move 
away from our centre we 
move towards ill health.  
The more still, the more we 
are in touch with ourselves, 
the healthier we are.         

Deepam Chatterjee is the 
author of The Millennial 
Yogi. He can be contacted 
on  deepamchatterjee@ya-
hoo.co.in

A CHECKLIST FOR THE YEAR GONE BY
INTROSPECTION 

DEEPAM CHATTERJEE

All of one’s life is spent in preparing to be happy some-
day in the future. It is like making your bed all night , 
but not sleeping. There are two ways of looking at life. 
One is thinking: “I will be happy after achieving a cer-
tain objective.” The second is saying: “I am happy come 
what may!” Which one do you want to live by? Life is 
80% joy and 20% misery. But you hold on to the 20% 
and make it 200%! It is not a conscious act, it just hap-
pens. Living in the moment with joy, alertness, aware-
ness and compassion is enlightenment. Being like a 
child is enlightenment. It is being free from within, 
feeling at home with everybody, without barriers.

The very thought of tomorrow is a continuous process 
of our today. It appears even closer to us than our pres-
ent, our very now. But, is it really possible to live in the 
tomorrow? Not at all. We cannot go into the past, nor 
can we live ahead in time. The present is the only space 
one has, the here and now, this very moment is the re-
ality. When there is no thought, no bubble in our mind 
about planning for tomorrow, no inquiry about the 
present – that moment is blissful, here and now. This is 
the fine art of living moment to moment, and of living 
in a deep state of meditativeness.

In your mind only a dream can happen. And life and 
death will happen today, dream is about tommorrow. 
It is better to dream about something that will come 
true. Tomorrow will never come. Life is not about 
tomorrow. There is no Tomorrow. You can know life 
only today; only now. This moment is not an idea, it 
is the only reality. This moment is not a teaching; it is 
the only living thing. The existence is right now, noth-
ing else. So don’t try to understand it, don’t try to di-
gest it, you just have to behold it in its entire entirety.

GURU SPEAK LIVING IN THE MOMENT

S. RAVISHANKAR

SADHGURU

OSHO

Sabarimala Temple complex at Sabarimala hill in Pathanamthitta district of Kerala.

When a great avatar like Je-
sus Christ comes to earth he 
brings with him a “special 
dispensation” as Param-
hansa Yogananda called it, 
which is God’s grace in a 
more condensed form and 
available to all who are open 
to receive it. This grace is es-
pecially strong when large 
numbers of people tune into 
the avatar, as they do during 
birthdays or other special 
occasions associated with a 
great soul. Times like Christ-
mas season, when hundreds 
of millions are tuned in to 
Jesus, are powerful spiri-

tual opportunities. Meditate 
more, pray more and serve 
others, and you will draw 
the special grace that flows 
during this holy time.

Yogananda started the 
practice of holding an all-
day meditation on the day 
before Christmas to help 
us tune into the Christ con-
sciousness. Yogananda ex-
plained that the Christ con-
sciousness is the spiritual 
essence hidden at the core 
of each individual, in fact 
at the core of every atom of 
creation. It is much easier to 
be aware of our divinity dur-
ing times when our thoughts 
are more naturally turned 
toward God, as they are dur-

ing the “holy season.” The 
long meditation during the 
holidays helps us go beyond 
the holiday frenzy of shop-
ping and parties, to still our 
hearts and minds, and invite 
the Christ consciousness to 
be born within us.

The Christ consciousness 
has the power to transform 
our lives just as the birth of 
Jesus transformed the world. 
In order to receive it we must 
expand our sense of self. The 
Christmas season, when we 
are already thinking about 
others, is a natural time to 
do this. Perhaps it is only 
“What present should I buy 
them?” but even that is ex-
pansive. Yet how much bet- ter it would be to remember that you are buying presents for the Christ manifested in 

the form of your family and 
friends. To consciously see 
God hiding in the faces of 
our loved ones is a high spiri-
tual state.

The trick is to stay aware, 
to think of God in the midst 
of all the busyness. Here are 
some ways to help you keep 
the holidays holy. Use small 
reminders to bring your 
thoughts back to God. For 
instance, every time you see 
a picture of Santa Claus or 
someone dressed like him, 
remind yourself that you 
are seeing God in the form 
of Saint Nicholas. Each 
time you buy a gift or send 
a card, stop for a moment 
and offer a silent prayer of 

blessing for the spiritual 
benefit of the recipient. 
Smile more and give the 
gift of joy and friendship to 
others. Kindness is conta-
gious. Energize your fam-
ily, the people at work, and 
even the clerks in the stores 
with your smiles and ap-
preciation.

Finally, spend more time 
than usual meditating and 
praying. This is a time when 
the world especially needs 
our prayers and blessings. 
Act as a channel for the 
Christ consciousness and 
carry a light of radiance 
wherever you go. Let the 
spiritual power of Christmas 
flow through you.

THE SPIRITUAL POWER OF CHRISTMAS
RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY

NAYASWAMI JYOTISH AND 
NAYASWAMI DEVI
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SERIES VICTORY

CONSISTENT RUN

KL Rahul defends 
decision to not play 
third spinner

HOPE SANJU SAMSON IS PART OF SL, NZ 
WHITE-BALL SQUADS: WASIM JAFFER

Stand-in skipper KL Rahul 
backed the team’s decision 
to not play Kuldeep Yadav in 
the second Test after India 
completed a 2-0 series vic-
tory in the series.

Bangladesh were effective-
ly 26/6 in the second innings 
with India having an 87-run 
first-innings lead. Still, India 
were eventually left chasing 
145 in the fourth innings af-
ter a fight from the lower or-
der. Spinners took 12 of the 
16 wickets that went to bowl-
ers in the third and fourth in-
nings of the Test, but skipper 
Rahul backed the decision 
to go with the three quicks 
while not playing Kuldeep, 
the Player of the Match from 
the first Test.

“It was a tough call, know-
ing and understanding that 
he had just won the Test for 
us,” Rahul said. 

“But seeing the pitch before 
the game and on the first day, 
we felt that there will be as-
sistance for both fast bowlers 
and spinners. We wanted to 

play the best team we can. 
And that’s the call we made. 
I don’t regret that, and that 
was the right decision. If you 
see the 20 wickets we took, a 
lot of wickets [ten] even the 
fast bowlers took. They had 
a lot of assistance and there 
was a lot of inconsistent 
bounce,” added KL Rahul

“All these decisions we took 
keeping in mind the experi-
ence of playing here in the 

ODIs. We saw that there was 
assistance for both spin and 
fast bowlers. Understanding 
that a Test match goes on for 
four or five days, you need to 
have both,” explained Rahul.

The win in Dhaka gives 
India a major boost going 
into the Australia home se-
ries with their chances of 
making the ICC World Test 
Championship final well and 
truly on.

Former Indian opener Wasim 
Jaffer has shown his support for 
wicketkeeper-batter Sanju Sam-
son, hoping that he is included in 
white-ball squads for the upcom-
ing series against Sri Lanka and 
New Zealand.

Jaffer wants Samson to get a 
“consistent run” in white-ball 
cricket. “I hope Sanju Samson 
is part of India squads for both 
the T20I and ODI series against 
SL and NZ. And gets a consistent 
long run. #INDvSL #INDvNZ,” 
tweeted Jaffer.

Sri Lanka will be touring India 
from 3 January to 15 January for 
three T20Is and three ODIs.

Then from 18 January to 1 Feb-
ruary, New Zealand will be tour-
ing India for three T20Is and 
three ODIs as well.

In 10 ODIs this year, Samson 
scored 284 runs at an average of 
71.00, with two half-centuries 
and the best score of 86.

In 6 T20Is this year, Samson 
scored 179 runs coming at an 
average of 44.75, with one half-
century. His strike rate in T20Is 
this year is 158.40.

Out of his 27 international 
matches, Samson played 16 of 
them only this year, even though 
he had made his international de-
but back in 2015.

In comparison, his biggest com-
petition for the wicket-batter slot, 
Rishabh Pant, has not fared that 
well in white-ball cricket. In 25 

T20Is this year, he has scored 
364 runs at an average of 21.41, 
with one fifty and strike rate of 
132.84.

Though Pant has 336 runs 
in 12 ODI matches with one 
century and two fift ies,  he 
has been inconsistent for the  
rest of his innings.

PAKISTAN VS NZ

RECORDS FALL ON OPENING DAY AS IT WAS A DAY OF FIRSTS
It was a day of firsts in Ka-
rachi during the opening 
day of the first Test between 
Pakistan and New Zealand 
as a Kiwi wicketkeeper 
Tom Blundell produced a 
feat never seen before in 145 
years of Men’s Test cricket.

While history was made 
prior to the toss with New 
Zealand back in Pakistan 
for a Test series for the 
first time since 2002 and 
Pakistan veteran Sarfaraz 
Ahmed earning a recall 
for what was his first Test 
on home soil in his 50th 
appearance, what then 
occurred during the first 
session was a first in Men’s 
Test cricket. Experienced 

Kiwi skipper Kane Wil-
liamson introduced vet-
eran spinner Ajaz Patel 
into the attack in just the 
fourth over of the day and 
the move paid dividends 
almost immediately as 
Abdullah Shafique was out 
stumped by Blundell for 
seven. Then just three overs 
later the Kiwis had their 
second and Shan Masood 
perished this time, with 
the left-hander stumped by 
Blundell off the bowling of 
Michael Bracewell. It meant 
the first two dismissals of 
the Test had been stump-
ings, a feat which had never 
been seen previously at the 
Test level for men.

It is the second time it 
had occurred overall, with 
the Women’s Test between 

Australia and the West 
Indies in Jamaica in 1976 
also commencing with 

two stumping dismissals.
Bracewell dismissed the 

usually reliable Imam-

ul-Haq shortly after - the 
Pakistan opener was out 
caught - giving New Zea-

land an excellent start 
to the Test match and  
to the series. 

MANOJ JOSHI
KARACHI

New Zealand team celebrating after taking a wicket against Pakistan.

A five-wicket haul from 
all-rounder Cameron 
Green put Australia 

in a position of comfort at the 
end of the first day’s play of 
the second Test against South 
Africa at Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) on Monday, 
with the scoreboard reading 
45/1 for the hosts at the end 
of day’s play. At the end of the 
first day of play, David Warner 
(32*) and Marnus Labuscha-
gne (5*) were unbeaten for the 
Aussies. South Africa was put 
to bat first by the hosts. The 
Proteas top-order was once 
again exposed in pace-friend-
ly Australian conditions. The 
pace trio of Green, Mitchell 
Starc and Scott Boland made 
merry, feasting on SA batters.

Except for skipper Dean El-
gar (26), nobody could cross 
20-run mark. At Lunch, SA 
was 58/4, with Khaya Zondo 
(0*) and Kyle Verreynne (0*) 
at the crease. The Proteas 
were left struggling at 67/5 
after lunch.

Then it was wicketkeeper-
batter Verreynne and bowl-

ing all-rounder Marco Jansen 
who came to the rescue, help-
ing their side get to the 100-
run mark. At Tea, Proteas 
were 144/5 with Verreynne 
40* and Jansen 38*.

Both batters hit their re-
spective half-centuries, with 
Jansen getting his maiden 
half-century in Tests. They 
brought up their 100-run 

stand. The 112-run stand be-
tween the duo was broken by 
Green, who dismissed Kyle 
for 52 and Jansen for 59. SA 
was left reeling at 182/7.

The rest of the lower order 
could not offer any fight and 
Proteas were bundled out for 
189 in 68.4 overs.

All-rounder Green was the 
pick of the bowlers for Aus-

sies, taking 5/27. This is his 
first-ever five-wicket haul 
in Tests. Mitchell Starc took 
two wickets while Scott Bo-
land and Nathan Lyon took 
a wicket each.

Starting off their first in-
nings, Australia lost opener 
Usman Khawaja for just one 
to pacer Kagiso Rabada. Aus-
tralia was left at 21/1.

Then Warner and Labus-
chagne took the Aussies 
through the remainder of 
the day without any damage.

Brief Scores: Australia: 45/1 
in 12 overs (David Warner 32*, 
Marnus Labuschagne 5*, 
Kagiso Rabada 1/24) against 
South Africa: 189 (Marco 
Jansen 59, Kyle Verreynne 52, 
Cameron Green 5/27). 

SECOND TEST
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GREEN’S FIFER HELPS AUSTRALIA 
END DAY 1 AGAINST SA ON A HIGH

All-rounder Cameron Green 
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Stand-in skipper KL Rahul 

Sanju Samson

South African Test skipper 
Dean Elgar completed 5,000 
runs in Test cricket on Monday.

The batter reached this land-
mark during his side’s second 
Test against Australia at Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground. In 
the match, Elgar ended with 
a score of 26 runs in 68 balls 
with two boundaries in the  
first innings.

Now, Elgar has 5,002 runs 
in 81 Tests and 142 innings 
at an average of 38.18. He 
has 13 Test centuries and  
22 half-centuries.

Elgar is the eighth-highest 
run scorer in Tests for South 
Africa. The highest Test run 

scorer for Proteas is all-round-
er Jacques Kallis. He has 13,206 
runs in 165 Tests and 278 in-
nings at an average of 55.25. He 
has scored 45 centuries and 58 
half-centuries, with the best 
score of 224.

Following him are Hashim 
Amla (9,282), Graeme Smith 
(9,253), AB de Villiers (8,765), 
Gary Kirsten (7,289), Her-
schelle Gibbs (6,167) and Mark 
Boucher (5,498).

SECOND TEST

Dean Elgar 
completes 5,000 
runs in Test cricket
TDG NETWORK
MELBOURNE

Test skipper Dean Elgar 

Following his side’s three-
wicket win over Bangla-
desh in the second Test, 
Indian all-rounder Ravi-
chandran Ashwin said that 
he has worked a lot on as-
pects of his batting, like his 
backlift, power-hitting and 
rates his defence as strong.

India defeated Bangla-
desh by three wickets in 
a thrilling contest in the 
second test on Sunday to 
seal the series 2-0 here at 
the Shere Bangla National 
Stadium, Dhaka. “I rate 
my defence strongly. Test 
cricket is played around 
defence as a batter. Modern 
cricket asks you to take the 
aerial route. I do not think 
it is right when two bowl-
ers are making pressure on 
you. You cannot get away 
with it every time. It looks 
great when it comes off, but 
Tests under pressure need 
to be played with a steely 

defence. I have played a 
lot more shots, have con-
fidence to clear the fence. 
I have worked a lot on my 
backlift, my base and pow-
er-hitting. I have that confi-
dence in me,” said Ashwin 
in a video posted by BCCI 
that also features batter 
Cheteshwar Pujara.

Ashwin revealed that 

when he walked out to 
bat, his first target was to 
get through the lunch and 
lauded Shreyas Iyer for his 
composure.

“When I walked out I 
thought we had to grind 
through the situation. 
Shreyas had a really good 
composure. I just told him 
to get his job done, be it in 

10 overs or after lunch. 
Initially, my aim was to get 
through the lunch. There 
was some balls that went 
here and there. There was 
a catch that went to fine leg. 
So I thought I need to push 
up the intent and also have 
a good defence. We played 
well and pushed the ac-
celerator at the right time,” 
said Ashwin.

Cheteshwar Pujara said 
that he was happy to show-
case his variety of shots 
throughout the series.

“I was really happy with 
the way things went in 
second innings (in first 
Test). It was ideal situa-
tion to showcase the shots 
I had been practicing. Lot 
of credit goes to white-ball 
cricket for Sussex and Sau-
rashtra, it helped me gain 
confidence,” he added.

Ashwin said that he is 
looking forward to defend-
ing the Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy against Australia 
on home soil.

THRILLING CONTEST

Rate my defence strongly, have 
worked on my backlift, 
power-hitting: Ashwin
TDG NETWORK
MIRPUR 

Indian all-rounder Ravichandran Ashwin 



With only a few weeks un-
til the FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men’s World Cup 2023 Bhu-
baneswar-Rourkela begins, 
Hockey India’s Favourite 
World Cup Memory Series 
concludes with Chief Coach 
of the Indian Men’s Hockey 
Team Graham Reid getting 
candid about his experience 
at the 1990 Hockey WC held 
in Lahore, where he repre-
sented Australia. 

Australia had topped their 
pool with victories over Ar-

gentina, France, the Soviet 
Union, India, and even the 
Netherlands, who went on 
to win the tournament by 
defeating hosts Pakistan in 
an epic World Cup Final in 
1990. 

MEN’S WORLD CUP 2023

It was a daunting 
task to play Pak in 
semis: Reid recalls
TDG NETWORK
BENGALURU  

Graham Reid 

YET TO RECOVER

Rohit, KL Rahul 
likely to miss 
series against SL

Indian skipper Rohit Shar-
ma and opener KL Rahul 
are likely to miss their side’s 
home series against Sri Lan-
ka in January, as per sources.

Sources said that Rohit is 
yet to recover completely 
from the thumb injury he 
sustained during the sec-
ond ODI against Bangladesh 
earlier in December, as per 
ANI sources in BCCI. KL is 
going to get married during 
the time-frame of the series, 
added the sources. Sri Lanka 
will be touring India from 
January 3 to January 15 for 
three T20Is and three ODIs.

Notably, Rohit and KL did 
not have a very good 2022 
with the bat.

Rohit Sharma struggled 
to live up to his ‘Hitman’ tag 
numerous times in 2022. In 
two Tests this year, Rohit 
scored 90 runs at an average 
of 30, with the best score of 
46.

In eight ODIs, he scored 
249 runs at an average of 
41.50, with three half-cen-

turies and a best of 76*.
Rohit scored 656 runs in 29 

T20I innings this year at an 
average of 24.29 and strike 
rate of 134.42, with three 
half-centuries and the best 
score of 72.

Overall, in 40 innings this 
year, Rohit scored 995 runs, 
failing to cross the 1000-run 
mark. These runs came at an 
average of 27.63, with six fif-
ties. For the first time since 
2012, he did not score an 
international century for an 
entire year.

On the other hand, KL 
played four Tests this year in 
which he scored 137 runs at 
an average of 17.12, with one 
fifty. He has the best score of 
50 in Tests this year.

In 10 ODIs this year, he 
scored 251 runs at an aver-
age of 27.88, with two half-
centuries and the best score 
of 73. In 16 T20Is this year, 
he scored 434 runs at an av-
erage of 28.93 and six half-
centuries, with a best score 
of 62. Overall in 30 matches 
this year, KL has scored 822 
runs at an average of 25.68, 
with nine half-centuries. 

SUDDEN DEMISE

Australia rename top Test award in Warne’s honour

Late Australian spin great 
Shane Warne will be hon-
oured with the Australia 
Men’s Test Player of the 
Year award to be renamed 
in his honour as ‘The Shane 
Warne Men’s Test Player of 
the Year’.

The award will be pre-
sented annually at the Aus-
tralian Cricket Awards. It is 
the second most prestigious 
award for men behind Al-
lan Border Medal. The an-
nouncement of the award’s 
renaming coincided with 
the Boxing Day Test match 
between Australia and 
South Africa, the second 
match of the series at the 

Melbourne Cricket Ground 
(MCG), where tribute was 
paid to the ‘The King’ at the 
first Test at his favourite 
venue since his shocking 
demise in March this year.

Warne has won the award 
once, back in 2006, a year in 
which he took a record 40 
Test wickets in the iconic 
2005 Ashes series in Eng-
land. Batter Travis Head 
won the award last year, 
while for 2023, Usman Kha-
waja, Marnus Labuschagne 
and Nathan Lyon are three 
of the biggest contenders.

Labuschagne is the Aus-
tralian leading run-scorer 
in the voting period, with 
837 runs at an average of 
69.75 in eight Tests since the 
last summer’s Ashes. He is 

narrowly ahead of Khawaja, 
who has scored 824 runs at 
an average of 68.66.

Nathan Lyon is the leading 
wicket-taker with 39 wick-

ets since last summer, ahead 
of Mitchell Starc (27) and 
Pat Cummins (24).

This summer’s Australian 
Cricket Awards will be de-

clared on 30 January.
Cricket Australia CEO 

Nick Hockley and Austra-
lian Cricketers Association 
CEO, Todd Greenberg made 
the announcement.

“As one of Australia’s all-
time greats, it is fitting we 
acknowledge Shane’s ex-
traordinary contribution 
to Test cricket by naming 
this award in his honour in 
perpetuity,” cricket.com.au 
quoted Hockley.

“Shane was a proud advo-
cate of Test cricket and you 
only have to look around at 
all the fans who came out 
to the MCG in their floppy 
hats and zinc on Boxing Day 
to realise what a profound 
impact he had on the game,” 
he added.

Greenberg added: “I am 
proud that the ACA, along 
with Cricket Australia, is 
able to recognise the incred-
ible impact Shane had on 
Test cricket with an award 
named in his honour.”

“While he was a once-
in-a-generation player, he 
was very much a man who 
understood the important 
contribution all players 
made to Australian cricket. 
He played an important role 
in the formative years of the 
ACA and never knocked 
back an opportunity to pro-
mote and grow the game ... 
and once they came, nobody 
knew how to put on a show 
quite like Warnie - particu-
larly here at the MCG,” he 
added.

In what could be best de-
scribed as an up-and-down 
year for Indian cricket, the 

fans, who had built loads of ex-
pectations around Rohit Shar-
ma and Rahul Dravid, who 
took over as the new captain 
and coach with the promise of 
scripting new success stories 
for the Men In Blue, would 
have mixed feelings as 2022 
draws to a close.

The fans had hopes that Rohit 
‘Hitman’ Sharma will replicate 
his Indian Premier League 
(IPL) exploits as skipper and 
‘The Wall’ will guide the team 
to greater heights, using his 
over two-decade-long career 
as a player and help some of 
country’s brightest stars make 
a smooth transition to the 
highest level of the sport. But 
as is often the case with Indian 
cricket, the year turned out to 
be highly unpredictable.

Rohit’s men started the year 
on a high, winning T20I and 
ODI series against West Indies 
at home in February. India con-
tinued to make merry in their 
future bilateral series, downing 
Sri Lanka at home in T20Is and 
Tests in February and March.

After a gap in international 
cricket due to the IPL, which 
saw all-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya propelled into superstar-
dom after leading Gujarat Ti-
tans to the title in their maiden 
season, much was expected 
from Men in Blue as a lot of 
Indian stars performed well 
in the cash-rich, domestic T20 
league. Many domestic stars 
such as Rajat Patidar, Shah-
baz Ahmed, Rahul Tripathi, 
Abhishek Sharma and Nitish 
Rana, among others, also per-
formed well in the league and 
hoped they would be in the 

reckoning for the T20 World 
Cup in November.

After the IPL, South Africa 
toured India in June. With Ro-
hit Sharma and Virat Kohli bat-
tling inconsistent form, Indian 
fans were left worried. Both the 
stars skipped the series keeping 
in mind the bigger task in hand, 
the tour of England for the fifth 
and final Test from 2021 series, 
rescheduled after a Covid-19 
outbreak in the Team India 
camp; three ODIs and as many 
T20Is.

India made history in Eng-
land as they denied the hosts 
a series win across all formats, 
drawing the Test series 2-2 after 
losing the final Test and walk-
ing away with the ODI and 
T20I series win with a margin 
of 2-1, in June-July.

The young India brigade, fea-
turing likes of Ishan Kishan, 
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shreyas 
Iyer, Axar Patel, Arshdeep 
Singh, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Deepak Hooda, Shubman Gill, 
Harshal Patel and Sanju Sam-
son, among others drew the 

series against South Africa 2-2 
and won the subsequent wave 
of limited overs series against 
Ireland, West Indies and 
Zimbabwe, in their own back-
yards, from June to August. 
These youngsters would often 
get the likes of Rishabh Pant, 
Shikhar Dhawan and Hardik 
Pandya as their captains, de-
pending on the format. Hardik 
Pandya and Rishabh Pant got 
to captain India in T20Is and 
Dhawan mostly served as a 
leader in ODIs, making up 
for the absence of seniors like 
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli, 
who were rested. KL Rahul also 
missed a significant chunk of 
cricket after IPL, owing to fit-
ness issues.

Seniors like KL Rahul, Vi-
rat Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja 
made a return to national side 
for the Asia Cup title defence 
from August-September. India 
failed to defend their title, bow-
ing out in the Super Four stage 
after losses to Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka. However, the biggest 
positive from the event was 

star batter Virat Kohli return 
to form, as he scored a century 
and two fifties, ending as sec-
ond highest run-scorer with 
276 runs in five matches.

India was re-energised and 
more complete with Virat back 
in form. However, the inconsis-
tency of KL Rahul and Rohit 
Sharma was baffling leading 
into the T20 World Cup.

India, meanwhile, won the 
white-ball series against Aus-
tralia and South Africa from 
September-October.

In November, India started 
its T20 WC campaign with a 
memorable win over Pakistan, 
which saw Virat Kohli play an 
innings of his lifetime, scoring 
82* to rescue his team from 31/4 
just after powerplay in pursuit 
of 160 runs.

However, a 10-wicket loss 
to England in the semifinal 
exposed India’s frail top order 
and the inexperienced bowling 
attack in the absence of Jasprit 
Bumrah and Ravindra Jadeja.

Following this, Hardik Pan-
dya led India to a 1-0 win over 

New Zealand in their own 
backyard in November. The 
ODI series was hit by frequent 
weather-induced interven-
tions, as was the 20-over series, 
with the Kiwis winning it 1-0.

India’s final assignment of 
the year was a tour of Bangla-
desh in December. All-rounder 
Mehidy Hasan Miraz’s bril-
liance denied India a series 
win in ODIs, with hosts tak-
ing the series 2-1. However, 
India bounced back to down 
a spirited Bangladesh in the 
subsequent two-match Test 
series. The 2-0 series win saw 
India close the year on a win-
ning note. To sum up, India, 
under Rohit Sharma, looked 
invincible in bilateral series but 
struggled at multi-team/global 
events.

Leading performers of In-
dia across all formats

TESTS
Leading run-scorers
1).Rishabh Pant (680 runs 

in seven matches at an aver-
age of 61.81 with two tons 
and four fifties)

2). Shreyas Iyer (422 runs 
in five matches at an average 
of 60.28 with four fifties)

3).Cheteshwar Pujara (409 
runs in five matches at an av-
erage of 45.44, with one cen-
tury and three fifties)

Leading wicket-takers
1).Jasprit Bumrah (22 

wickets)
2).Ravichandran Ashwin 

(20 wickets)
3).Mohammed Shami (13 

wickets)
-ODIs
Leading run-scorers
1).Shreyas Iyer (724 runs 

in 15 innings at an average of 
55.69, with one century and 
six fifties)

2).Shikhar Dhawan (688 
runs in 22 innings at an aver-
age of 34.40, with six fifties)

3).Shubman Gill (638 runs 
in 12 innings at an average of 
70.88, with one century and 
four fifties)

Leading wicket-takers
1).Mohammed Siraj (24 

wickets)
2).Shardul Thakur (22 

wickets)
3).Yuzvendra Chahal (21 

wickets)
-T20Is
Leading run-scorers
1).Suryakumar Yadav 

(1,164 runs in 31 innings at 
an average of 46.56, with two 
centuries and nine fifties)

2).Virat Kohli (781 runs in 
20 innings at an average of 
55.78, with one century and 
eight fifties)

3).Rohit Sharma (656 runs 
at an average of 24.29, with 
three fifties)

Leading wicket-takers
1).Bhuvneshwar 

 Kumar (37 wickets)
2).Arshdeep Singh (33 

wickets)
3).Yuzvendra Chahal (23 

wickets). 

MIXED FEELINGS

A LOOK AT HOW MEN IN BLUE FARED IN 2022

Team India

Rohit Sharma and KL Rahul 

CONTRASTING VICTORIES

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BOXING C’SHIPS: 
NIKHAT, LOVLINA WIN GOLD MEDALS

Living up to their favou-
rites tag, Tokyo Olympics 
bronze medallist Lovlina 
Borgohain and the reigning 
world champion Nikhat Za-
reen registered contrasting 
victories to clinch the titles 
while Railway Sports Pro-
motion Board (RSPB) lifted 
the team trophy with 10 
medals at the 6th Elite 
Women’s National Box-
ing Championships in 
Bhopal on Monday.

While the Assam 
boxer Borgohain beat 
Arundhati Choudhary 
of the Services Sports Con-
trol Board (SSCB) quite 
comfortably by a 5-0 mar-
gin in the 75kg final, Zareen 
faced a stiff challenge from 
RSPB’s Anamika in the 

50kg gold medal match be-
fore the 26-year-old Telan-
gana pugilist tilted the 
match 4-1 in her 
favour to 
success-
fully 
defend 
her ti-
tle. The 
boxers 

received the medals in 
the presence of the Union 
Minister for Youth Affairs 
& Sports Anurag Singh 
Thakur and officials of the 
Boxing Federation of India.

Another highlight of the 
day was Manju Rani, who 
led the domination of 

RSPB on the final day. 
The 2019 World 
Championships 

s i lve r  m e d-
a l l i s t  w o n 
RSPB its first 

gold after out-
punching Tamil Nadu’s S 
Kalaivani 5-0 in the 48kg 
final. Shiksha (54kg), Poo-
nam (60kg), Shashi Chopra 
(63kg) and Nupur (+81kg) 
were the other gold med-
allists for RSPB, who also 
bagged three silver and  
two bronze medals.
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MAIDEN CALL-UP

India-born cricketer Pushkar Sharma 
to play for his adopted country Kenya

Pushkar Sharma, an India-
born cricketer playing in the 
African cricket circuit, was 
rewarded for his performanc-
es with a maiden call-up to 
the Kenyan national cricket 
team. Earlier in November 
2022, Pushkar debuted for 
Kenya in the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup Sub Regional 
Africa “A” Qualifier held in 
Rwanda.

The dashing southpaw has 
been prolific in the African 
cricket circuit. Last year, he 
scored 841 runs from 14 in-
nings in the NPCA (Nairobi 
Provincial Cricket Associa-
tion) Super Division League. 
While doing so, he made 
a long-lasting impression 

on fans and cricket experts 
watching the competition. 

As part of the championship-
winning Nakuru Leopards 

team in the recently con-
cluded Dafabet Africa Cricket 
Premier League (ACPL Ke-
nya T20), Pushkar scored 228 
runs at a strike rate of 115 and 
took 5 wickets at an economy 
of under 7, including 3 in the 
final match against Thika 
Hippos in Mombasa on 21 
December this year.

On his selection to the Ke-
nyan national side, acknowl-
edging IndiaFirst Life’s con-
tribution to his cricketing 
journey, Pushkar Sharma 
said, “I appreciate IndiaFirst 
Life’s continued support to 
boost my cricketing journey. 
Without their financial back-
ing, I would not have been 
able to reach this far in my 
career. IndiaFirst Life sup-
ported me through thick and 
thin when I was dealing with 

my father’s terminal illness. 
I am indebted to IndiaFirst 
Life for encouraging me and 
enabling me to realise my 
dreams. It’s a matter of pride 
for me to be backed by an or-
ganisation that’s always lived 
up to its core values.”

Praveen Menon, Chief Peo-
ple Officer, IndiaFirst Life In-
surance Company Ltd., said, 
“We are proud of Pushkar’s 
achievements. Recognising 
his abilities and potential 
early on, we’ve backed him 
throughout his cricketing 
journey. It aligns with In-
diaFirst Life’s credo of sup-
porting and nurturing talent. 
We will continue to support 
Pushkar to empower him to 
realise his potential. We wish 
him more success in times to 
come.”
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