
another incident 

Many ifs and buts

Covid surge likely in  
mid-Jan, next 40 days 
crucial: Sources 

uzbekistan claiMs 
deaths froM indian syrup

Maharashtra passes watered-down 
lokayukta bill, probe on cM with riders 

As preparation for Covid 
pre-empting a surge is in full 
swing, Union Health Minis-
try sources said that India 
may see a surge of the dead-
ly infection in mid of Janu-
ary. The sources said the 

assessment had been made 
after analysing the previous 
trends of the Covid surge the 
country experienced. 

As there have been reports 
of a surge in Covid cases in 
some countries, the opera-
tional readiness of health 
facilities is being reviewed in

After Gambia, it is now 
Uzbekistan. The Health 
Ministry of Uzbekistan has 
claimed that as many as 18 
children died of acute respi-
ratory disease after having a 
cough syrup manufactured 

by an Indian pharmaceuti-
cal firm named Doc-Max. 

In response to an email 
from news agency, seek-
ing further details on the 
deaths, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said, 

“The WHO is in contact with 
the health authorities in 

The Maharashtra Legislative 
Assembly on Wednesday 
passed the Maharashtra Lo-
kayukta Bill 2022. The Bill 
was tabled in the Assembly 
on Monday. Cabinet Minis-
ter Deepak Kesarkar intro-
duced the Bill which has a 
provision to bring the Chief 
Minister and the cabinet un-
der the purview of the anti-

corruption ombudsman. 
According to the Bill, the 

Lokayukta will have to seek 

the approval of the assembly 
before initiating any inquiry 

Major trade 
route between 
nepal-china 
reopens 
Kathmandu: two-way 
trade between nepal and 
China via Rasuwa/Kerung 
port has officially resumed 
its operation from Wednes-
day, nepal Foreign ministry 
has said. “Rasuwa/Kerung 
port between nepal and 
the People’s Republic 
of China has officially 
resumed its operation for 
two-way trade from today,” 
the nepal Foreign ministry 
said in a statement. “the 
department of Commerce 
of the tibet autonomous 
Region of the People’s Re-
public of China organized 
an official ceremony in 
Kerung today to observe 
the opening of the port. 
Similarly, hilsa/Purang 
port has also been opened 
for one-way trade from 26 
december 2022,” it added. 
the resumption of key 
trade between China and 
nepal came two took place 
after CPn-maoist Centre 
chairman Pushpa Kamal 
dahal ‘Prachanda’ was 
sworn in as Prime minister 
of nepal on monday.

railways denies 
irctc server 
data breach
neW delhi: the union 
ministry of Railways has 
denied media reports 
about a potential breach 
of indian Railway Catering 
and tourism Corpora-
tion (iRCtCt) data, and 
said that the data breach 
was not from the iRCtC 
servers. “On analysis of 
sample data, it was found 
that the sample data key 
pattern does not match 
with iRCtC history ap-
plication programming 
interface (aPi). Suspected 
data breach is not from 
the iRCtC servers,” the 
Railway ministry said in a 
statement on Wednesday. 

“an incident regarding in-
dian Railways data breach 
has been reported in the 
media. in this connection, 
Railway Board had shared 
a possible data breach 
incident alert of CeRt-in 
to iRCtC reporting a data 
breach pertaining to indian 
Railways passengers,” it 
further said.

anil deshMukh 
released froM 
jail 
mumBai: Former maha-
rashtra home minister and 
nCP leader anil deshmukh 
was on Wednesday released 
from arthur Road jail in 
mumbai. he was released 
after formalities for his re-
lease were completed and 
sureties furnished. his ad-
vocate aniket nikam said 
CBi had moved another 
application yesterday for 
extension of stay on order 
granting him bail. “Yester-
day one more application 
was moved on behalf of CBi 
seeking further extension of 
the stay order. 
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near-staMpede in 
chandrababu’s 
roadshow, 8 dead 

police scanning 
sheezan’s chats 
froM june till now

Mother hospitalised, PM Modi 
rushes to Ahmedabad 

‘Jab tak chal rahi hai chalayenge’: rahul on 
wearing t-shirt as delhi shivers

3 Indian Americans die after 
falling in frozen lake in US 

Eight people, one of them 
a woman, died in a near-
stampede in Nellore district 
of Andhra Pradesh, during 
a roadshow by the state’s 
former Chief Minister Chan-
drababu Naidu. Naidu, who 
is now the Leader of the Op-
position in the state assem-
bly, was expected to address 
a meeting a Kandukur town.

The rush started as Naidu’s 
convoy was passing the area 
in the evening. The huge 
crowd, which had gath-
ered, pressed forward for a 
glimpse of the leader.

Local authorities said many 
fell in an open drainage canal 
and eight people died.

Those who are injured are 
undergoing treatment in the 
local hospital.

Naidu, who immediately 
cancelled the meeting, has 
announced a compensation 
of  Rs10 lakh to the families 
who have lost their loved 
ones. He has also asked the 
party leaders to ensure better 
medical care to the injured.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s mother Heeraben 
Modi was on Wednesday 

admitted to hospital and 
her condition is reported to 
be stable.

Prime Minister rushed 
to the hospital UN Mehta 
Institute of Cardiology and 

Research Centre in Ahmed-
abad where his mother is 
admitted.  

The hospital in a state-
ment said, “Heeraben Modi, 

Former Congress chief Ra-
hul Gandhi who has found 
him the subject of scrutiny 
for donning a T-shirt even 
during severe cold wave 
in North India, was once 
again spotted wearing a 
T-shirt at the party’s 138th 
Foundation Day celebra-
tions in the national capital.
“T-shirt hi chal rahi hai aur 
jab tak chal rahi hai chalay-
enge...” (Will wear it as long 

as I can), Rahul was heard 
responding to a question by 
a reporter at the venue.

The former Congress 
chief  was on Monday 
seen similarly dressed in 
a T-shirt as he visited the 
memorials of Mahatma 
Gandhi and several former 
prime ministers to pay his 
tributes.

The BJP’s IT head Amit 
Malviya took to Twitter to-
day to share a video of the 
conversation and took a 
jibe at the Congress leader.

Earlier on Monday, Con-
gress leader Salman Khur-
shid said, “Rahul Gandhi 
is superhuman. While we 
are freezing in the cold 
and wearing jackets, he is 
going out in T-Shirts (for 
his Bharat Jodo Yatra). He 
is like a yogi doing his 

‘tapasya’ with focus.”
Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP) General Secretary 
Dushyant Gautam took 
a potshot at Khurshid’s 
statement and said,” Rahul 
Gandhi should tell which 

prasad he consumes, due 
to which he does not feel 
cold. He should also give 
the same prasad to his sena 
so that they too do not have 
to wear clothes in the cold.”

The Indian National Con-
gress was founded on 28 
December 1885, in Bombay 
(Mumbai) in the presence 
of 72 delegates at Das Tejpal 
Sanskrit College.

Its founder General Sec-
retary was AO Hume and 
Vyomesh Chandra Baner-
jee was made the President. 

Three Indian Americans, in-
cluding a woman, have died 
after falling through the ice 
while walking on a frozen 
lake in Arizona, the Coconi-
no County administration 

announced in a statement. 
The incident took place at 

Woods Canyon Lake and the 
bodies have been recovered. 
The deceased men have been 
identified as Narayana Mud-
dana, 49 and Gokul Medis-
eti, 47. The woman has been 
identified as Haritha Mud-

dana. In a statement issued 
on December 27, Coconino 
County said that the depu-
ties from the Forest Lakes 
Substation responded to 
Woods Canyon Lake at 3:35 
pm (local time) for the report 
of three people, including 
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Duty-bound 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrives to meet his mother, 
Heeraben Modi admitted at UN Mehta Institute of Cardiology 

& Research Centre, in Ahmedabad on Wednesday. As 
per the hospital, her health condition is stable. ANi

Dense fog and cold 
wave conditions 
continued to sweep 

north India, including Delhi 
with the national capital 
recording a minimum tem-
perature of 7.8 degrees Cel-
sius on Wednesday morn-
ing. Rajasthan’s Churu, on 
the other hand, recorded the 
lowest temperature of 0.6 de-
gree Celsius. 

According to the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD), cold day conditions 
are likely to abate over north-
west India from Wednesday 
and then resurge from De-
cember 31. According to 
R.K. Jenamani, fresh cold 
wave conditions shall prevail 

again from 31 December to 1 
January 2023. 

“Dense to very dense fog 
will continue to prevail in 
the belt. There will be an 
improvement on Dec 29 
because of a western dis-
turbance that will bring 
fresh snowfall in Jammu 
and Kashmir, Leh and Hi-
machal Pradesh. There will 
be drizzle in north Punjab 
on Dec 29,” he added,  From 
28 December onwards there 
will be a significant improve-
ment as the cold wave will go 
due to western disturbance, 
stated Jenamani. 

In Delhi so far, the lowest 
temp of 4.0 degrees celsius 
was recorded at Aya Nagar 
and a cold wave is still pre-
vailing at isolated places. 
Palam in Delhi recorded a 

minimum temperature of 
7.8 degrees Celsius while 
Safdarjung recorded a mini-
mum temperature of 8.4 de-
grees Celsius on Wednesday.

The national capital reeled 
under a cold wave and foggy 

conditions, disrupting nor-
mal life. A layer of dense fog 
was observed in the national 
capital region, reducing the 
visibility and the speeds of 
vehicles across the area.

Dense fog enveloped Am-

ritsar as cold wave gripped 
the city. The IMD had pre-
dicted a minimum tempera-
ture of 6 degree Celcius and 
a maximum temperature of 
15 degree Celcius with fog or 
mist in Amristar this morn-
ing, followed by a partly 
cloudy sky later. 

Dense fog and cold wave 
conditions continued to 
sweep the national capital 
with the city recording a 
minimum temperature of 7.8 
degrees Celsius on Wednes-
day morning.

According to the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD), cold day conditions 
are likely to abate over north-
west India from Wednesday 
and then resurge from De-
cember 31.

cold wave bites north india, 
100 flights cancelled in delhi

fog and cold 
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  Cold weather, fog and low visibility to continue for next few days 

video of sheezan carrying 
tunisha to hospital goes viral
TDG NeTwork
mumBai

TDG NeTwork
PalghaR

CCTV footage of actor 
Sheezan Khan went viral 
on Tuesday on social media 
in which he could be seen 
carrying Tunisha Sharma 

to the hospital along with 
his ‘Ali Baba: Dastaan-E-
Kabul’ crew members. Re-
portedly, the video is from 
the day Tunisha died. 

According to the po-
lice, Sheezan broke down 

In an intriguing new de-
velopment in the Tunisha 
Sharma death case, lend-
ing further credence to 
love jihad claims, the uncle 
of the popular television 
actor, Pawan Sharma, has 

claimed that her behaviour 
and lifestyle changed after 
she met Sheezan Khan, her 
boyfriend arrested on the 
charge of abetment, and 
she even started wearing 
a ‘Hijab’. 

Speaking to news agency 
on Wednesday, he also

tunisha sharMa
suicide case

Rajasthan’s Churu Delhi’s Aya Nagar

0.6o Celsius 4 o Celcius

l  Dense to very dense fog to continue in Haryana, 
Chandigarh, Delhi and  West Uttar Pradesh: in isolated 
pockets over north Rajasthan

l  Dense fog likely over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura in the 
next three days

l  Cold conditions likely to abate over northwest India 
today; resurge from 31 December

Lowest temperature

what ImD says

n Cm, ministers brought under lokayukta
n need approval of assembly for inquiry against Cm; 2/3rd of 

member must support such proposal 
n no right to inquire against Cm relating to corruption on 

internal security and public order
n any such inquiry shall be kept secret
n Chairperson shall be a present or former Chief Justice of hC
n maximum 4 members, 2 from judiciary

Tunisha started wearing hijab after 
meeting Sheezan, claims uncle To find out the reality of 

what transpired between 
the deceased Tunisha Shar-
ma and accused Sheezan 
Khan, the Waliv Police in 
Maharashtra has started 
to scan through the con-
versation between the two 
over social networking site 
WhatsApp. 

According to the police, 

DIlUTeD  lokAyUkTA

16
flaMboyant 
hardik to lead 
india in t20is, rohit 
returns for odis

10
china’s hospitals 
swaMped with 
patients as covid 
spreads unchecked

3
four terrorists 
killed in jaMMu 
encounter
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The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) court on 
Wednesday granted two 
days more of custody to the 
CBI of three accused -Chanda 
Kochhar, Deepak Kochhar 
and Venugopal Dhoot- in the 
alleged ICICI bank-Videocon 
money laundering case. 
In the alleged fraud case, CBI 
had sought custody of Vid-

eocon chairman Venugopal 
Dhoot, Former Managing 
Director and CEO of ICICI 
bank Chanda Kochhar and 
her husband Deepak Ko-
chhar. On Tuesday, the 
Vacation Bench of Bombay 
High Court refused any in-
terim relief to the Kochhar 
couple and asked the peti-
tioners to approach a regu-
lar bench when the court 
reopens after the Christa-
mas-New Year holidays. 

The CBI got three-day 
custody of Chanda, Deep-
ak, and Videocon Group 
C h a i r m a n  Ve nu go p a l 
Dhoot, a co-accused in the 
ICICI Bank money laun-
dering case on Monday. 
The case is related to alleged 
irregularities and corrupt 
practices in the sanction of a 
Rs 1,875 crore loan disbursed 
by ICICI Bank to the Video-
con Group between 2009 
and 2011.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar will skip the Na-
tional Ganga Council meet-
ing to be chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in Kolkata on 30 December  
In place of Kumar, his Dep-
uty Chief Minister Tejashwi 
Yadav will attend the event. 
The Chief Ministers of all 
northern and eastern Indian 
states have been invited to 
the ‘Namami Gange’ meeting. 

“Last time when it hap-
pened in Uttar Pradesh, Su-
shil Modi attended it as he 
was seeing the concerned 
department. This time Te-
jashwi Yadav is handling this 
department, so we requested 
him to go,” said Kumar. 

T h e  B i h a r  C M  a l s o 
“dodged” the 25th East-
ern Zonal Council meeting 
chaired by Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah a 
few days back in Kolkata. 
At the 46th meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the 

National Mission for Clean 
Ganga (NMCG), projects 
worth about Rs 2,700 for 
the development of sewerage 
infrastructure in the Ganga 
basin were approved. 

Out of the approved proj-

ects, 12 pertain to the devel-
opment of sewerage infra-
structure in Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Jharkhand, and West 
Bengal worth more than Rs 
2,700 crore, a Ministry of Jal 
Shakti release said.

Attacking the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Congress pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge on Wednesday said the ruling 
party at the Centre has a “huge washing machine” that can 
clean even the “biggest stains”. 

During an event celebrating the 138th Foundation Day of 
Congress, the party chief said, “BJP has a huge washing ma-
chine that can clean even the biggest stains. When people 
are put into this machine they come out clean. We all have 
to fight together to save democracy. It is a government of 
liars at the Centre.” 

Earlier on Wednesday, the Congress chief targeted the BJP 
government during his address at the party headquarters in 
New Delhi and said the basic principles of India are being 
constantly attacked. 

He said that society is being divided by hate, people are 
hit by price rise and unemployment but the government is 
not bothered. 

“The basic principles of India are under constant at-
tack. A pit of hatred is being dug all over the coun-
try. People are in trouble due to inflation, unemploy-
ment but the government does not care,” Kharge said. 

Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on 
Wednesday em-

phasized the need to “dis-
mantle” terror eco-system 
comprising elements that 
aid, abet and sustain the ter-
rorist-separatist campaign 
to the detriment of the well-
being of common man. 

The Home Minister’s di-
rections came at a high-level 
review meeting held here in 
the Home Ministry on the 
security situation and devel-
opment aspects of Jammu 
and Kashmir. “A terror eco-
system comprising element 
that aid, abet and sustain 
the terrorist-separatist cam-
paign to the detriment of the 
well-being of common man 
requires to be dismantled,” 
a Home Ministry statement 
said quoting the Union 
Home Minister. 

Shah reviewed function-
ing of security grid and 

various aspects related 
to security and gave nec-
essary directions to fol-
low policy of zero toler-
ance against terrorism. 
He also reviewed various 
developmental works being 
implemented in Jammu and 
Kashmir and emphasized 

on timely completion of 
projects. 

Amit Shah also directed 
the officials to strive their 
best to achieve 100 percent 
saturation of the beneficia-
ries under various schemes 
and ensure the benefits of 
development reaches every 

section of the society. 
Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-

tenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha, Home Secretary Ajay 
Bhalla, Director Intelligence 
Bureau Tapan Deka, R&AW 
chief Samant Kumar Goel, 
Director General National 
Investigation Agency Din-

kar Gupta, Director Gen-
eral Central Reserve Police 
Force Sujoy Lal Thaosen 
also attended the meeting. 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Secretary Arun Kumar 
Mehta and Director General 
of Police Dilbag Singh were 
also present. 

The Home Minister was 
apprised about the develop-
ment projects in the UT as 
well as current security situ-
ations in the Valley. 

The meeting on Jammu 
and Kashmir was held 
on a day at least four ter-
rorists were killed during 
an encounter after secu-
rity forces intercepted a 
Kashmir valley bound 
truck near Sidhra on the 
outskirts of Jammu in the 
wee hours of Wednesday. 
Heavy ammunition includ-
ing seven AK 47 rifles, one 
M4 carbine, and three pis-
tols were recovered from 
the encounter site, the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police said 
earlier in the day. 
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah with Jammu and Kashmir LG Manoj Sinha chairs a high-level 
meeting on developmental projects and security-related issues in Jammu & Kashmir, in New 
Delhi on Wednesday. (ANI)

Odisha CID-Crime Branch 
on Wednesday intensified 
its probe into the ‘unnatu-
ral’ death of two Russian 
nationals in Rayagada. 

CID-Crime Branch inter-
rogated two Russian na-
tionals, who accompanied 
the deceased and their 
interpreter at the Crime 
Branch headquarters in 
Cuttack on Wednesday. 
The trio were on their way 
to Kolkata from Rayagada 
on Tuesday, when they 
were asked to come back 
and join the investigation 
by the Crime Branch. The 
team of CID-Crime Branch, 
headed by a senior offi-
cer, will visit Rayagada on 
Thursday for further in-
vestigation. The team will 
visit the hotel where the de-
ceased and two other Rus-
sian tourists were staying, 
among other places. 

According to the CID-
Crime Branch, preliminary 
investigation has revealed 
that the Russian nation-
als were on a trip to the 
tribal region of Odisha. The 
Crime Branch said it was 
conducting background 
checks on all of them, in-
cluding their travel history. 
“The post-mortem was 
conducted and their vis-
cera samples have been 
preserved for scientific 
investigation. We are look-
ing at all the aspects of the 
case,” said a Crime Branch 
officer. 

On why the bodies were 

cremated and not sent to 
their families in Russia, the 
Crime Branch officer said 
the bodies were cremated 
by the police only after of-
fical consent and under-
taking from their family 
members and persons ac-
companying them. 

“ T h e  f a m i l i e s  r e -
quested the pol ice  to 
send the ashes of the de-
ceased,” the officer said. 
E a r l i e r,  o n  T u e s d ay, 
Odisha Director Gen-
eral of Police Sunil Ku-
mar Bansal ordered the 
CID-Crime Branch to 
take over the inquiry into 
the ‘unnatural’ death of 
two Russian nationals. 
The DGP said, “Four Rus-
sian tourists came to Raya-
gada district. One of them 
died, probably because 
of a heart issue. We initi-
ated an inquiry and a case 
was registered. A post-
mortem was conducted.” 
“After two days, another 
person among them died 
in  unnatural  c ircum-
stances. We instructed 
the CID to assist in the 
inquiry and are in touch 
with the Russian consul-
ate in Kolkata,” he added. 
T h e  d e c e a s e d  w e r e 
identified as B Vladi-
mir and Powel Anthem, 
from their  passports . 
According to sources, An-
them jumped off the third 
floor of the hotel, in an 
apparent suicide bid. An-
them’s guide arranged an 
ambulance and rushed him 
to the district headquarters 
hospital (DHH).

After vandalism in a church 
in Karnataka’s Mysuru left a 
statue of baby Jesus damaged 
just days after Christmas, 
police said they are checking 
CCTV footage and arrests 
were expected soon. 

According to the police, 
on Tuesday some unidenti-
fied persons vandalised the 
St. Mary’s Church adjacent 
to Gonikoppa Road in Piri-
yapatna, as a result of which 
several items here, includ-
ing the statue of Baby Jesus, 
were found damaged. “We 
have formed a team to nab 
the culprits. Also, we are 
looking for the CCTV foot-
age as recorded in the nearby 
cameras,” Superintendent of 
Police (SP) Mysuru, Seema 
Latkar said. 

She further said that 
the matter appears to be a 
case of theft as the money 
box and other valuables 

have been taken away. 
The incident happened 
two days after Christ-
mas, for which all the 
necessary arrangements 
for the convenience of 
p i l g r i m s  we r e  m ade. 
The priest of the church, Fa-
ther John Paul told the police 
that he entered the church at 
6 pm on Tuesday and found 
eight sound systems, a front 
table and flower pots dam-
aged. He also said that some 
other items were destroyed. 
“Father John Paul com-
plained about this to the 
Priyapatna police station 
and the personnel who reg-
istered the complaint visited 
the place and continued the 
search to find the persons 
who committed the crime,” 
SP Latkar said further. 
In January 20, 2020, the St. 
Francis of Assisi Church 
located in Kengeri Satellite 
Town of Bengaluru was also 
vandalised by unidentified 
miscreants. 
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custody of Dhoot, 
Kochhars

‘rahul noT ram, bJp 
following paTh of 
raVana’: khurshid
Congress leader Salman Khur-
shid, who recently triggered 
a controversy by comparing 
party MP to Rahul Gandhi 
with Lord Ram, on Wednes-
day added fuel to the fire as he 
said that “Rahul Gandhi is not 
Lord Ram but the BJP is fol-
lowing the path of Ravana.” 

“Rahul Gandhi is not Lord 
Ram, but he can follow the 
path shown by Lord Ram. 
They (BJP) are saying that 
you do not have the right to 
walk on it. We have objection 
as they are following the path 
of Ravana instead of Ram,” said Khurshid. 

Rahul Gandhi is in the limelight for his mass paday-
atra “Bharat Jodo Yatra.” This is the longest march cov-
ered by any Indian politician as claimed by the party. 
Khurshid on Monday said, “Rahul Gandhi is superhuman. 
While we are freezing in the cold and wearing jackets, he is 
going out in T-Shirts (for his Bharat Jodo Yatra). He is like a 
yogi doing his ‘tapasya’ with focus.” 

“Lord Ram’s ‘khadau’ goes very far. Sometimes when Ram ji 
is not able to reach, Bharat takes the ‘khadau’ and goes to plac-
es. Like that, we have carried the ‘khadau’ in Uttar Pradesh. Chanda Kochhar Deepak Kochhar Venugopal Dhoot

Salman Khurshid
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change in plans 
the Congress manag-
ers in charge of rahul 
Gandhi’s bharat Jodo 
yatra are in a huddle as 
the yatra nears Jammu. 
recently, a group of senior 
leaders of the party met 
with lieutenant Governor 
Manoj sinha in Jammu 
and sought cooperation 
from the state administra-
tion for the yatra. During 
the discussion, it was 
mentioned that if rahul 
decides to walk on foot, it 
may take more than eight 
days to reach srinagar, 
making it difficult for the 
administration to arrange 
special security for the 
yatris. Moreover, due to a 
difficult terrain, it will be a 
herculean task to walk on 
foot. later, Congress lead-
ers decided that rahul 
would move from Jammu 
towards srinagar by car 
and drop down before the 
city. From there, he will 
go on foot to lal Chowk to 
hoist the national flag.

impacT of yaTra
senior bJP leaders have 
now instructed local 
party leaders to give a 
detailed report on the 
impact of rahul Gandhi’s 
bharat Jodo yatra. before 
reaching Delhi, rahul 
had covered nine states, 
including Karnataka, 
which will soon go to the 
polls. it was reported in 
Delhi headquarters that 
people in some districts 
met rahul during the 
yatra and presented him 
with a charter of demands 
they want to see if the 
Congress government is 
elected in the state. bJP 
state leaders have been 
asked to give instructions 
to the “panna pramukh” of 
those districts and get the 
list of demands as given 
by the people. Now, panna 
pramukhs are busy trying 
to identify the people who 
met rahul. interestingly, 
local Congress leaders 
were made aware of these 
incidents and are now 
shielding the public from 
informing bJP leaders. 

grand alliance 
in Tripura 
the grand old Congress 
and the traditional archri-
val CPi-(M) are almost 
certainly joining forces 
for the upcoming tripura 
assembly election. to give 
a message to the voters of 
the state, state Congress 
President birajit b. sinha, 
CPM state secretary 
Jitendra Chowdhury, and 
other left party leaders 
have issued a joint appeal 
to defeat the bJP in the 
upcoming state assem-
bly polls. initially, there 
were talks to include the 
tripura indigenous pro-
gressive regional alliance 
(tiPra), a regional politi-
cal party that is agitating 
for a separate state for the 
indigenous people. the 
head of the organisation, 
Pradyot bikram Manikya 
Devbarma, from the 
tripura royal family, was 
in the Congress party but 
was not getting enough 
attention from rahul Gan-
dhi so he resigned to form 
this group. state Congress 
leaders are hesitating 
to include tiPra in the 
alliance, as rahul may get 
annoyed. this has come 
as a great relief to the 
state bJP. 

on the radar

Gautam lahiri



3nationthe daily guardian review
thursday |  29 december 2022

new delhi

INCREASING SUPPLY

IN HIMACHAL

BIG HAUL 

EMPOWERMENT OF DEALERS

MISLEADING DATA

The Ministry of Coal has 
identified four coking coal 
blocks while the Central 
Mine Planning and Design 
Institute (CMPDI) also will 
finalise a geological report 
(GR) for another 4 to 6 cok-
ing coal blocks in the com-
ing months.

In a statement on Wednes-
day, the Ministry of Coal 
said these blocks may be 
offered in subsequent 
rounds of the auction for 
the private sector to further 
increase supply of domestic 
raw coking coal. With these 
measures being undertaken 
by the Ministry under ‘Aat-
manirbhar Bharat’, domes-
tic raw coking coal produc-
tion is likely to reach 140 
million tonnes by 2030.

The ministry said Coal In-

dia has planned to increase 
raw coking coal production 
from existing mines up to 
26 MT and identified nine 
new mines with Peak Rate 
Capacity (PRC) of about 22 
MT, by the financial year 
2025.

 Also, Coal India has of-
fered eight discontinued 
coking coal mines, out of 
the total 30, on an innova-
tive model of revenue shar-
ing to the private sector 
with a peak rate capacity of 
2 MT. 

The ministry of road transport 
and highways on Wednesday 
said it amended Chapter III of 
Central Motor Vehicle Rules, 
1989, to build a comprehensive 
regulatory ecosystem for the 
pre-owned car market.

The key provisions of the 
proposed rules included 
an authorisation certificate 
for the dealers of registered 

vehicles, which has been 
introduced to identify the 
authenticity of a dealer; the 
procedure for the intimation 
of delivery of vehicle between 
the registered owner and the 
dealer has been detailed and 
the clarification of the pow-
ers and responsibilities of a 
dealer in possession of reg-
istered vehicles. Others in-
cluded the empowerment of 
dealers to apply for renewal 

of registration certificate/ re-
newal of certificate of fitness, 
duplicate registration certifi-
cate, no objection certificate 
(NOC), transfer of ownership, 
of motor vehicles in their pos-
session and the maintenance 
of an electronic vehicle trip 
register has been mandated 
which would contain details 
of the trip undertaken, namely 
trip purpose, driver, time, 
mileage etc.

A delegation of youth, who 
had appeared in the Junior 
Office Assistant examina-
tion conducted by HPSSC 
Hamirpur, on Tuesday urged 
Chief Minister Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu to complete the 
recruitment process soon.

The Chief Minister assured 
the delegation that met him 
that their demand would be 
considered sympathetically. 

The Chief Minister said that 
the State Government was 
committed to ensuring com-
plete transparency in the 
recruitment process so as to 
instil the faith of the youth in 
the recruiting agency.

The Himachal Pradesh 
government on Sunday 
suspended the functioning 
of the Himachal Pradesh 
Staff Selection Commission 
(HPSSC), Hamirpur with 
immediate effect after the 

question paper for the post 
of Junior Office Assistant 
(Information Technology) 
(JOA-IT) was leaked, saying 
that it did not discharge its 
duties and responsibilities in 
a transparent manner.

JOA-IT examinations were 
scheduled to be held on 25 
December. All the ongoing 
and pending recruitment 
processes are kept in abey-
ance till further orders, an 
official statement read.

The statement further stat-
ed that there is also informa-
tion regarding the leakage of 
question papers of posts of 
Junior Auditors and Com-
puter Operators, for which 
examination is proposed to 
be held in the near future.

“It is also apprehended that 
this malpractice has been 
going on for quite some time 
past, in connivance with the 
personnel of the Commis-
sion,” it added.

The Border Security Force 
(BSF) has seized a consign-
ment of 17,000 ‘Yaba’ tablets 
worth Rs 1.70 crore from near 
the India-Bangladesh Interna-
tional Border in Assam, the 
force said on Wednesday.

The tablets were packed in 
89 small packets, said the BSF, 
who also detained a person in 
connection with the incident. 
The force said the value of 
seized items as assessed by the 

Customs is approximately Rs 
1,70,00,000. The cost of one 
‘Yaba’ tablet is estimated to be 
around Rs 1,000.

The seizure was made 16 
km from Border Outpost 
Harinagar, said the BSF, 

adding “the distance from 
International Border is nearly 
16.2 km”. The consignment 
was seized on the interven-
ing night of Tuesday and 
Wednesday based on a spe-
cific intelligence input re-
garding the transportation 
of suspected ‘Yaba’ tablets in 
a white colour Alto Car along 
Katigorah-Kalain Road on 
National Highway-6 towards 
Meghalaya side, said the BSF 
in a statement.

The security force further 

said a joint operation was 
planned by BSF Field Intelli-
gence Unit Silchar along with 
Karimganj Customs Division 
and operation team of BSF’s 
1st Battalion. On Wednesday 
at 1.20 am, the joint operation 
party intercepted the sus-
pected Alto Car near Hilara 
Railway crossing on Katigo-
rah-Kalain road (NH-6). On 
searching the Alto Car, sus-
pected Yaba Tablets concealed 
inside the left door was recov-
ered and seized, said the BSF. 

Deaths due to consumption 
of spurious liquor continues 
to remain in discussions in 
the state. In this series, con-
troversy surfaced after the 
officials of the state police de-
partment gave contradictory 
figures regarding the deaths 
due to consumption of spuri-
ous alcohol. 

Regarding this matter, Home 
Minister Anil Vij has made it 
clear that the officers giving 
wrong figures of deaths due to 
alcohol will not be spared.  Vij, 

popularly known as ‘Gabber’, 
made it clear that whoever is 
responsible for lapse should 
be ready for strict action.  In a 
bid to conduct a fair inquiry, 
a three-member committee 
has also been constituted. 
It is believed that in view of 
the strict nature of the Home 
Minister, there is a stir in the 
police department as well as 
the officials.  The DGP and 
other senior IPS officers are 
mulling over every possible 
aspect of the matter. 

In wake of the seriousness 
of the matter, Home Minis-

ter Anil Vij has constituted 
a three members committee. 
The seriousness of the matter 
can be gauged from the fact 
that on the third day itself a 
committee has been consti-
tuted to investigate the matter 
after the matter was raised in 
the assembly on the first day.  
The committee has senior IPS 
officer Nazneen Bhasin and 
IAS Vinay Singh associated 
with the Home Department. 
Apart from this, a representa-
tive member from the Excise 
and Taxation Department is 
included. 

Ministry identifies 
new blocks to enhance 
coking coal production

ASPIRING JUNIOR OFFICE ASSISTANTS URGE CM SUKHU 
TO COMPLETE RECRUITMENT PROCESS SOON

BSF SEIZES 'YABA' WORTH RS 1.70 CR NEAR 
INDIA-BANGLADESH BORDER IN ASSAM Govt amends motor rules to set up regulatory 

ecosystem for pre-owned car market

Haryana Home Minister gets stern on 
misleading officials, committee formed

POWER PROJECT SCAM

Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) on Wednesday 
submitted a report in the 
Chief Judicial Magistrate’s 
Court in Thiruvanantha-
puram giving clean chit to 
former Kerala Chief Min-
ister Oommen Chandy in a 
sexual abuse case linked to 
the sensational solar power 
project scam.

The CBI had earlier giv-
en clean chit to Bhartiya 
Janta Party (BJP) leader 
AP Abdullakutty in the 
case. The allegations were 
levelled by a woman who 
faced allegations in the so-
lar power project scam that 
had rocked the previous 
United Democratic Front 
Government in Kerala.

Last year in August, the 
CBI registered an FIR 
against the All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC) 
general secretary KC Venu-
gopal, Oommen Chandy, 
Congress  MPs Adoor 
Prakash, Hibi Eden and 
Congress MLA AP Anil 
Kumar for alleged sexual 

exploitation of a woman 
entrepreneur in connection 
with the solar scam case.

FIR a lso  named AP 
Abdullakutty, Vice Presi-
dent of BJP. CBI submitted 
the FIR in the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate courts at Thiru-
vananthapuram and Kochi. 
The agency’s Thiruvanan-

thapuram unit is probing 
the matter. The state gov-
ernment had handed over 
the cases to the CBI.

The complainant had al-
leged that she was subject-
ed to sexual abuse by the 
accused when she visited 
them to apprise them of the 
solar projects.

CBI gives clean chit to former 
Kerala CM Oommen Chandy 
in sexual abuse case
TDG NETWORK
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

ARMS RECOVERED

Atleast four terrorists 
travelling in a truck 
to Srinagar were 

killed in an encounter with 
security forces in the Sidhra 
area of Jammu on Wednes-
day morning, said police.

Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police (ADGP), Jam-
mu Zone, Mukesh Singh 
said that the truck driver 

is yet to be identified, who 
managed to flee when the 
security forces stopped the 
truck in the Sidhra area of 
Jammu. The police also re-
covered seven AK-47 rifles 
and three pistols along with 
other ammunition from the 
truck.

“Four terrorists have been 
killed in an encounter in 
Sidhra area in Jammu. 7 
AK-47 rifles, 3 pistols along 

with other ammunition 
were recovered. The truck 
driver is yet to be identified, 
the truck was going from 
Jammu to Srinagar. Search 
still on,” said ADGP Singh.

Talking about the opera-
tion, the ADGP had earlier 
said that in view of Repub-
lic Day, the Border Security 
Force is on alert and today 
in the morning they noticed 
an unusual movement of a 

truck. “We noticed an un-
usual movement of a truck 
and followed it. The truck 
was stopped at Sidhra in 
Jammu where the driver 
managed to flee. When the 
truck was searched terror-
ists were hiding inside and 
fired on the personnel. The 
retaliatory firing was done. 
The truck is still on fire,” 
added ADGP. The search 
operation is on.

FOUR TERRORISTS KILLED 
IN JAMMU ENCOUNTER

AJAY JANDYAL
JAMMU 

7 AK-47 rifles, 3 pistols along with other ammunition were recovered. 

Former Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy 

Visuals from Sidhra in Jammu where an encounter took place.

TOP OF THE DAY

HIMACHAL CM 
REVIEWS COVID 
PREPAREDNESS IN 
STATE
Shimla: Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
directed the health 
department officials 
to keep a strict vigil on 
the number of COVID 
cases in the State. The 
Chief Minister directed 
the officials to keep the 
state machinery ready to 
meet any possible surge 
in COVID-19 cases. The 
Chief Minister was pre-
siding over a meeting of 
Health Officers to review 
the COVID situation in the 
State. He said that the 
strengthening of genome 
sequencing of positive 
case samples must also 
be ensured. He said that a 
special vigil must be kept 
to persuade the visitors to 
adopt COVID-appropriate 
behaviour during their 
stay in the State. 

'DOMESTIC COAL 
QUALITY HAS GONE 
UP SUBSTANTIALLY'
New Delhi: The ministry 
of coal said the qual-
ity of domestic coal has 
increased considerably 
and coal companies have 
taken various measures 
to achieve the objective of 
supply of quality coal to all 
consumers.  The ministry 
said that there had been 
substantial improve-
ment in conformity to the 
declared grade of coal 
supply from Coal India 
(CIL) sources. The grade 
conformity has jumped 
to 69 per cent in 2022-23 
which is till November 22, 
as against 51 per cent in 
2017-18, according to the 
statement released on 
Tuesday evening. 

‘INDIA-BANGLADESH 
BORDER HAATS WILL 
REOPEN SOON’
Dhaka: Bangladesh 
Commerce Minister Tipu 
Munshi said that among 
three border haats, which 
are trading posts on Ban-
gladesh-India border and 
were closed due to the 
pandemic, one of them is 
operational and another 
one will open soon, ac-
cording to Bangladesh 
Sangbad Sangstha (BSS).  
After the Bangladesh-
India Commerce Minister 
level meeting, Munshi 
held a press conference 
here where he said that in 
response to India’s sug-
gestion for reopening the 
bordering haats, Dhaka 
said that there are efforts 
to reopen the border 
haats. 

ASSAM POLICE 
FOILS CATTLE 
SMUGGLING BID
Karimganj: Assam Police 
foiled a cross-border 
cattle smuggling bid and 
fired upon Bangladeshi 
nationals trying to 
infiltrate along the 
India-Bangladesh border 
in Karimganj district. 
However, no casualty 
was reported. According 
to Assam Police, the 
police personnel resorted 
to firing on a group of 
Bangladeshi nationals 
who were planning to 
enter the Nilambazar 
area of Karimganj district 
for allegedly lifting cattle 
from the area. Gitartha 
Dev Sarma, Deputy 
Superintendent of Police 
of Karimganj said that 
there was no report of 
any casualty in the firing 
incident.

RAVINDER MALIK
CHANDIGARH

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
SHIMLA

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Ministry of Coal has identified four 
coking coal blocks 

REBUTTAL

Taking a dig at the Leader 
of Opposition for making 
the wrong statement about 
the state government hav-
ing high debt, Haryana Chief 
Minister, Manohar Lal Khat-
tar said that the statement of 
the Leader of Opposition was 
beyond facts.

 Citing the 2021-22 report of 
the CAG, the Leader of Op-
position said that the state 
has a debt of more than Rs 
4,15,000 crore; while in re-
ality the amount of debt on 
Haryana in 2021-22 has been 
shown at Rs 2,39,000 crore 
in the CAG report. A debt of 
Rs 2, 27,697 crores is recorded 
in the account books of the 
Haryana government. If the 
difference of this amount 
is also taken out, then only 
a difference of Rs 12,000 
crore is visible; but the state 
does not have a debt of Rs 
4,15,000 crore in any re-

spect. The Chief Minister said 
that the state’s debt position 
should always be disclosed 
correctly and the facts placed 
before the House should be 
correct. The Chief Minister, 
who also holds the portfolio 
of the Finance department, 
apprised the House that 
the state’s economic condi-
tion was better than other 
states. During the Covid pe-
riod, the central government 
has fixed the loan limit to 4 
percent, while the Haryana 

government has managed to 
maintain this limit up to 2.99 
percent. As per the norms 
of the central government 
during the Covid period, we 
could have taken Rs 40,661 
crore, while we took a loan 
of Rs 30,000 crore. While a 
loan of Rs 40,870 crore could 
have been taken during 2021-
22, we have taken only Rs 
30,500 crore, he said.

Responding to the issue 
raised by Pataudi MLA, 
Satya Prakash Jaravata dur-

ing the declaration session of 
No Litigation Policy-2022, the 
Chief Minister while making 
the announcement said that 
No Litigation Policy-2022 has 
been formulated in view of 
the delay in land acquisition 
due to dissatisfaction over 
the acquisition of about 1810 
acres of land for the devel-
opment of Industrial Model 
Township in Kasan, Kukrola 
and Sehrawan villages of 
Manesar tehsil.

Special acquisition proceed-
ings have been adopted to 
ensure the proper rehabilita-
tion of displaced landowners. 
The objective of this policy is 
to ensure rapid development 
with the voluntary participa-
tion of landowners. For this, 
the landowners who choose 
not to challenge the acquisi-
tion of their land and accept 
the approved amount of com-
pensation will be adequately 
compensated. Under the 
policy, landowners will be 

eligible to choose the option 
of allotting a developed resi-
dential or developed indus-
trial plot of a total of 1000 
square meters for every one 
acre of land acquired, he said.

Manohar Lal said that in 
the case pertaining to land ac-
quisition in the year 2010, the 
Supreme Court decided that 
the compensation should be 
given according to the rate 
of that time; which works 
out to 92 lakhs per acre. But 
the collector rate is high in 
Gurugram and the compen-
sation is being given after 
many years; so it was felt that 
they should get a little more 
amount. 

Thus, the above new policy 
has been made. Under this, 
Rs 2.67 crore will now be 
given to the land owners. The 
rate of allotment of these de-
veloped plots will be equal to 
the reserve price fixed at the 
time of the first flotation i.e. 
Rs 17,550 per square metre.

HOODA’S STATEMENT ABOUT HIGH DEBT IS FALSE: CM KHATTAR
TDG NETWORK
CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
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successfully thwartedin himachal 

Reaffirming the commitment 
of Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann to main-
tain peace and harmony in 
the state, Punjab Police in 
further investigation of the 
Sirhali Rocket Propelled Gre-
nade (RPG) attack case has 
busted a sub-module of Can-
ada-based terrorist Lakhbir 
Landa with the arrest of its 

three operatives after recov-
ering a loaded RPG along 
with Rocket Launcher from 
their possession on Tuesday, 
as per an official statement.

It said that the sub-module 
was being handled by Yad-
winder Singh from the Phil-
ippines on Landa’s instruc-
tions. Director General of 
Police (DGP) Punjab Gaurav 
Yadav identified the arrest-
ed persons as Kulbir Singh, 

Hira Singh, and Davinder 
Singh, all residents of village 
Chambal in Tarn Taran. The 
Police have also booked ac-
cused Yadwinder Singh, he 
added. “With the recovery of 
a ready-to-use fresh RPG, the 
Punjab Police have success-
fully thwarted another pos-
sible terrorist attack aimed 
at disturbing the peace and 
harmony of the state,” said 
the DGP.

The Himachal Pradesh 
Government on Tuesday 
announced that all the res-
taurants and eateries etc. in 
the state would remain open 
24X7 as per the will of the 
owners till the night of Janu-
ary 2, to facilitate the tourists.

The decision was taken 
by CM Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on the request and 
suggestion of MLA Shimla 

Harish Janartha, MLA 
Manali Bhuvneshwar Gaur 
and MLA Kasauli Vinod Sul-
tanpuri here on Tuesday. CM 
said that this decision of the 
State Government has been 
taken keeping in view the on-
going tourist season to facili-
tate the tourists. He said that 
government may consider 
continuing this arrangement 
provided owners of these 
establishments maintain 
proper law and order.

‘Punjab Police committed to 
maintain peace, harmony in state’

Restaurants to remain 
open 24X7 till 2 January
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in Punjab

Punjab counter-intelligence 
wing arrested two people for 
allegedly possessing 10 kg 
Heroin and arms in Pathankot, 
said the state Director Gen-
eral of Police Gaurav Yadav 
on Wednesday. The police 
recovered two pistols, four 
magazines and 180 live car-
tridges for the possession of 
the accused persons. Accord-

ing to the police, the arrested 
persons were in contact with 
a Pakistan-based operative 
who pushed the consignment 
through fences into India.

An FIR has been regis-
tered and an investigation is 
underway. In another major 
success against trans-border 
smuggling networks, Counter 
Intel #Pathankot has arrested 
2 smugglers and recovered 10 
Kg Heroin along with 2 pis-

tols, 4 magazines & 180 live 
cartridges said a tweet from 
Punjab Police. “Arrested per-
sons were in contact with 
a Pakistan-based operative 
who pushed the consignment 
through the fences into India. 
FIR has been registered and 
the investigation is ongoing. 
Punjab police are committed 
to making Punjab drug-free as 
per the vision of Chief Minister 
Mann,” tweeted Punjab DGP.

two held for Possessing heroin, 
arms, ammunition in Pathankot
TDG NETWORK
Pathankot    

in himachal Pradesh 

Mock drills were conducted 
on Tuesday under the overall 
guidance of Deputy Commis-
sioners (DCs) of the Districts to 
ensure Covid readiness in the 
state amid the global rise in the 
number of infections.

A government spokesperson 
on Tuesday said that in view of 
the recent increase in the cases 
of Covid-19 globally, necessary 
directions have been issued to 
all the Deputy Commission-
ers and all the Chief Medi-
cal Officers to ensure public 
health response for any Covid 
situation. In this regard as per 
directions of the Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare 
(MOHFW), Government of 
India, a mock drill was organ-
ised and all the districts were 
directed to upload data on the 
Covid-19 portal. The Objective 
of the Mock drill is operational 
readiness for the management 
of Covid-19 (including all identi-
fied Covid-dedicated facilities) 

with a specific focus on Oxygen 
Plants, Ventilators, and Logis-
tics and Human Resources. 
As per the directions from 
the Government of India, the 
healthcare facilities up to the 
PHC level (both Government 
and Private including AYUSH) 
in all the districts of Himachal 
Pradesh started entries in the 
Covid-19 India Portal from each 
district headquarters.

Random monitoring of the 
Healthcare facilities is being 
done in the districts on dated 
December 27. Data is being 
entered into Covid-19 India 
Portal. As of now, 671 facilities 
have been checked in for pre-
paredness for Covid-19.

The government spokes-
person concluded that active 
cases as of Tuesday dated bul-
letin are 28. Current hospital 
admissions in the state are six 
and the weekly positivity rate 
of Covid-19 is 0.8.

On the advice of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to remain 
cautious and prepared to deal 

with any eventuality related 
to Covid-19, mock drills are 
being conducted on Tuesday 
in various hospitals across the 
country in view of rising co-
vid-19 cases in some countries 
including China, Union Health 
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya 
said. This comes after four in-
ternational travellers from 
Myanmar tested positive for 
the Coronavirus infection at 
the Delhi airport.

“To make sure there isn’t a 
Covid surge in the country, PM 
Modi has asked us to be careful. 
The government is also prepar-
ing if the covid cases increase. 
Today mock drills are conduct-
ed across covid hospitals in the 
country to make sure people get 
proper treatment,” Mansukh 
Mandaviya said. As there have 
been reports of a surge in Co-
vid cases in some countries, the 
operational readiness of health 
facilities is being reviewed in all 
States and Union Territories in 
case of another wave. 

Mock drills conducted in healthcare 
facilities to check Covid readiness
TDG NETWORK
Shimla 

tarn taran blast

In further probe into 
the rocket-propelled 
grenade (RPG) attack 

at Sarhali police station in 
Tarn Taran district, Punjab 
Police on Tuesday busted a 
sub-module being operated 
from the Philippines and ar-
rested three members of the 
module. Punjab Police said it 
busted sub module handled 
by Phillippines-based Yad-
winder Singh on the instruc-
tions of Canada-based gang-
ster-turned-terrorist Lakhbir 
Singh alias Landa. Police also 
recovered a loaded Rocket 
Propelled Grenade (RPG) in 
Tarn Taran. Earlier police 
arrested six persons, includ-
ing two juveniles, accused of 
the RPG attack, carried out at 
Sarhali police station in Tarn 
Taran on 9 December.

Director General of Police 

(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav 
had said the terror attack 
was masterminded by the 
foreign-based wanted ter-
rorists Lakhbir Singh alias 
Landa Harike, Satbir Singh 
alias Satta and Gurdev alias 
Jaisel, with the help of Ajmeet 
Singh, currently lodged at 
Goindwal Sahib Jail.

“Gopi Numberdar, who 
was on bail as he was ar-
rested as a juvenile, turned 
18 a day after his release on 
November 22, 2022, and im-
mediately got in touch with 
the foreign-based handlers. 
The foreign-based handlers 
used cut-outs and Dead Let-
ter Box (DLB) techniques for 
retrieval of consignment and 
establishing contact so that 
the module members were 
assigned tasks directly by 
the handlers and were aware 
of only their roles. Even the 
identities of sub-modules re-

mained hidden from other 
sub-modules,” the senior of-
ficer had said.

The police teams also recov-
ered three pistols -- two .32 
bore and one .30 bore along 
with ammunition, one hand 
grenade P-86 and one motor-
cycle used in the crime from 
the possession of the arrested 
persons.

The Soviet-era made a sin-
gle-use 70mm calibre RPG-
26 weapon, which was used 
to carry out the attack, had 
already been recovered on 
December 10. The RPG-26 
weapon, which Mujahideen 
used in Afghanistan, was 
sourced from across the bor-
der. DGP Gaurav Yadav said 
the Taran Taran police, in co-
ordination with the Counter 
Intelligence Wing of Punjab 
Police, conducted meticu-
lous investigations based on 
technical and intelligence 

inputs. The investigations 
on the ground, which were 
led by SSP Tarn Taran Gur-
meet Chauhan and his team, 
revealed that the attack was 
the handiwork of Gopi Num-
berdar and Gurlal Gahla, 
who were directly in touch 
with Landa Harike and Satta 
Naushehra.

Both Gopi Numberdar 
and Gurlal Gahla were ap-
prehended from Patti Morh 
Sarhali on Thursday and 
one .32 pistol along with 15 
live cartridges was recovered 
from their possession. Police 
teams also recovered a hand 
grenade on the disclosure of 
Gopi Numberdar, he said.

The probe further revealed 
that initially, Gopi had re-
ceived funding of Rs 8.5 lakhs 
and one .30 bore pistol along 
with a chunk of 200 live 
cartridges from Landa and 
Satta, said the DGP, adding 

that on December 1, 2022, 
Gopi along with Gurlal Gahla 
and Jobanpreet Joban re-
trieved another consignment 
containing RPG from village 
Jhander in Tarn Taran and 
dumped it at a spot near vil-
lage Marhana in Tarn Taran.

DGP Yadav said during 
questioning, Gopi Number-
dar and Gurlal Gahla re-
vealed that the two juveniles 
in conflict with the law were 
tasked by Landa and Satta 
to execute the attack on Sar-
hali police station, which was 
aimed at creating terror in the 
border state. Both accused 
persons further revealed that 
another accused, Gurlal Lali, 
had provided logistic support 
and handed over Rs 1 lakh to 
both the juveniles, who were 
camping at village Marhana 
a couple of hours prior to the 
attack at the Police Station 
building.

Punjab Police busts sub-module 
oPerating from PhiliPPines
TDG NETWORK
Chandigarh 



in united nations bilateral ties 

in delhi

global union 

‘India was voice of entire Global 
South, reinforced UN reforms’ 

uK envoy wishes ‘happy new year,’ says 
relations with india grew stronger in 2022

drunK man burned to death after his clothes caught fire

Jaishankar to travel to Cyprus, Austria 

Highlighting India’s 
two-year tenure at 
the United Nations 

Security, which is coming 
to an end on 31 December, 
India’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN, Ruchira 
Kamboj on Wednesday said 
New Delhi was the voice of 
the entire Global South, and 
reinforced commitment to 
multilateralism and UN re-
forms. 

In an exclusive interview 
with ANI, Ambassador 
Kamboj said, “We were the 
voice of the entire Global 
South and we reinforced 
our commitment to the 
basic principles, including 
multilateralism, rule of law, 
and fair and equitable in-
ternational system.” India 
assumed the monthly rotat-
ing presidency of the UN Se-
curity Council (UNSC) on 1 

December, the second time 
in its two-year tenure, as an 
elected member of the Coun-
cil in 2021-22. India had 
earlier assumed the UNSC 
presidency in August 2021.

Summing up last two 
years for Indian Mission at 
UN, underscoring India’s 
December Presidency, she 
said, “At the high-level week 
of UNGA in 2020, where we 
before entered the Security 
Council, our Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had said 
that we will use the prestige 
and experience of being the 
largest democracy in the 
world for the benefit of the 
whole world.” 

Lauding India’s tenure and 
achievements, Kamboj said, 

“We can take pride in saying 
that India stood by those 
words. In the last two years, 
we spoke out in support of 
peace, security and pros-
perity. We did not hesitate in 
raising our voice against the 

common enemies of human-
ity, such as, terrorism.” 

She emphasised that In-
dia raised voice against ter-
rorism in these two years, 
bringing attention to its 
various expressions which 
need to be addressed by the 
international community 
through solidarity and unity. 
“In October 2022 as you all 
know, we brought the Se-
curity Council, the famous 
horse-shoe table to India for 
the very first time, adopt-
ing the Delhi Declaration, 
where the Security Coun-
cil spoke with one voice in 
countering terrorism in all 
its forms and manifesta-
tions,” said the Indian envoy 
to the UN to ANI. 

She reiterated that India 
brought the Council togeth-
er in presenting a united 
front against terrorism. 
“In keeping up with the mo-
mentum, we piloted state-
ment on counter-terrorism 

and during our December 
Presidency, we once again 
brought the Council togeth-
er in presenting a united 
front against terrorism,” she 
added. 

On multilateralism and re-
forms in UN, she said, “We 
focussed our attention to 
the urgent need of reformed 
multilateralism through a 
signature event on Decem-
ber 14, for it to be fit for the 
purpose that UN needs to 
be urgently reformed to 
deal those with current and 
future challenges”.

Over 70 countries partici-
pated in an open discussion 
chaired by External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar and 
many affirmed support to 
India in an expanded Secu-
rity Council.

She also dwelt on the un-
veiling of a bust of Mahatma 
Gandhi at the United Na-
tions Headquarters in New 
York.

TDG NeTwork
New York

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

TDG NeTwork
New Delhi

continued from page 1

cold wave bites north india, 100 
flights cancelled in Delhi

The visibility at Palam was recorded at 500 meters. 
Visibility remained low in Punjab, with Amritsar re-
cording visibility of upto 25 metres and Patiala 200. 
While Bhatinda recorded zero visibility once more. 
Haryana too recorded low visibility. While Ambala re-
corded a low of 200, visibility in Chandigarh was also 
200 metres. 

Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly recorded 25m and Bahraich 
recorded 200m. Bihar’s Purnea and Odisha’s Gopalpur 
recorded a low of 50m each. Earlier on Tuesday, IMD 
predicted “dense to very dense fog very likely to contin-
ue over many parts of Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi”. 

“Due to prevailing light wind and high moisture in 
lower tropospheric levels, dense to very dense fog is very 
likely to continue over many parts of Haryana, Chandi-
garh and Delhi, West Uttar Pradesh and in isolated pock-
ets over north Rajasthan during the next 24 hours. Its 
intensity and spread are likely to reduce thereafter,” the 
IMD said.

Dense fog is very likely over Arunachal Pradesh, As-
sam and Meghalaya and Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram 
and Tripura during the next three days, according to 
IMD.

Covid surge in mid-January 
likely, next 40 days crucial

all States and Union Territories in case of another wave, 
sources added.  

Notably, two passengers coming from Dubai tested posi-
tive for the Covid infection at Chennai airport on Wednes-
day. “Two passengers who arrived from Dubai tested posi-
tive at the Chennai airport today. Both of them hailed from 
the Alangudi district of Tamil Nadu’s Pudukkottai. Their 
test samples have been sent to State Public Health Labora-
tory,” said Tamil Nadu Health Department said. 

Two international passengers were found Covid positive 
during random sampling at the Mumbai International air-
port also, the Maharashtra Health department said. Both 
samples have been sent for whole genome sequencing. 
Amid the ongoing spike in Covid infections across several 
countries, the screening of international passengers arriv-
ing in Mumbai, Pune and Nagpur airports has been on since 
24 December.

“All passengers are being thermally scanned and 2 per 
cent of random samples are being sent for Covid test. All 
positive samples are being referred for whole genome se-
quencing (WGS),” read an official statement. 

Meanwhile, India recorded 188 new Covid-19 infections 
in the last 24 hours, informed the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare on Wednesday.

India’s active caseload currently stands at 3,468 which 
accounts for 0.01 per cent of the total cases. The recovery 
rate currently is at 98.8 per cent. As many as 141 recover-
ies were made in the last 24 hours, thereby taking the total 
recoveries to 4,41,43,483 

The daily positivity rate stood at 0.14 per cent, while the 
weekly positivity rate is at 0.18 per cent. 

A total of 90,529 Covid-19 vaccine doses were adminis-
tered in the last 24 hours. On the Covid-19 vaccination front, 
the government data informed that over 220.07 crore vac-
cine doses had been administered so far under the nation-
wide Covid-19 vaccination drive. 

Uzbekistan claims deaths from 
Indian syrup 

Uzbekistan and is ready to assist in further investiga-
tions.” 

Previously, 66 children had died in Gambia allegedly after 
consuming India-made cough syrups. However, the Gam-
bian government had denied any link between the child 
deaths and the Indian cough syrups. 

On the death of 66 children in Gambia, the Centre had re-
cently informed the Rajya Sabha that the control samples of 
four cough syrups that allegedly led to the deaths in African 
country were found to be of standard quality. 

Maharashtra passes  
watered-down Lokayukta Bill, 
probe on CM with riders 

against the chief minister and bringing a motion before 
the session of the house. 

According to the provisions of the Bill, such a proposal 
would require the approval of at least two-thirds of the total 
members of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly.

The Bill also states that the Lokayukta will not investigate 
cases involving allegations of corruption against the Chief 
Minister, which are related to internal security or public 
order. 

It is also provided that any such inquiry shall be kept 
secret and if the Lokayukta comes to the conclusion that 
the complaint deserves to be dismissed, the records of 

the inquiry shall not be published or made available to 
anyone. 

As per the provision, the Lokayukta shall have a Chair-
person, who shall be a present or former Chief Justice of 
a High Court. Apart from this, there will be a judge of the 
Supreme Court or the Bombay High Court. The Loka-
yukta shall have a maximum of four members, of whom 
two shall be from the judiciary. 

The selection committee for the appointment of the Lo-
kayukta Chairperson and Members will consist of the 
Chief Minister, the Deputy Chief Minister, the Speaker of 
the Legislative Assembly, the Speaker of the Legislative 
Council, the Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative 
Assembly and the Council, and a judge nominated by the 
Chief Justice or Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court. 

The bill introduced in the assembly states that no ap-
pointment of Lokayukta chairman or member will be in-
valid in the absence of anyone in the selection committee. 

Mother hospitalised, PM rushes 
to Ahmedabad

mother of Prime Minister Narendra Modi is admitted at 
UN Mehta Institute of Cardiology & Research Centre in 
Ahmedabad and her health condition is stable.” 

Ahead of the recently held Gujarat assembly polls, the 
prime minister during campaigning had visited his mother 
who turned 100 this June. Heeraben had also cast her vote 
in the second phase of the Gujarat Assembly polls. 

Meanwhile, soon after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
mother Heeraben Modi was admitted to a hospital in 
Ahmedabad on Wednesday, Congress MP Rahul Gandhi 
extended his ‘good wishes’ for her speedy recovery. 

Taking to Twitter, Rahul Gandhi said, “The love between 
a mother and a son is eternal and priceless. Modi ji, my love, 
and support is with you in this difficult time. I hope your 
mother gets well soon.”

3 Indian Americans die after 
falling in frozen lake in US 

two males and one female who were walking on the fro-
zen lake and fell through the ice. 

“The missing men have been located deceased and have 
been identified as Narayana Muddana, 49 and Gokul Me-
diseti, 47. The female victim has been identified as Haritha 
Muddana (age unknown). The three victims resided in 
Chandler, AZ and are originally from India.,” Coconino 
County Arizona announced in a statement. 

Responding deputies and fire units were able to pull 
the female from the water and took life-saving measures. 
However, the female’s life could not be saved. The search 
operation continued for the two male individuals who had 
also fallen in the lake. Deputies used a boat to conduct an 
expanded search of the area, the Coconino County Arizo-
na announced in a statement and added that the two male 
victims had been found. 

According to CNN, at least 52 storm-related deaths have 
been reported across several states in the United States, 
including New York, Colorado, Kansas, Kentucky, Mis-
souri, Ohio, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont and 
Wisconsin. Snowfall in Buffalo city of New York reached 
100 inches by Tuesday morning, making it the fastest the 
city has ever witnessed. 

More than half of the season’s record-pace snowfall has 
come since Friday and it is already the third snowiest De-
cember on record. According to flight tracking site Flight-
Aware, around 3,000 flights within, into or out of the US 
were cancelled as of Tuesday afternoon while 3,809 were 

delayed, as per the CNN report.

Video of Sheezan carrying 
Tunisha to hospital goes viral

during interrogation in front of the female officer. 
“When the woman police officer of Waliv police station 

reached to interrogate the accused, he started crying. For 
two consecutive days, he kept on narrating different theo-
ries for breaking up with Tunisha but when a woman of-
ficer questioned him, he started crying,” an official said. 

According to the woman officer, the actor did not open up 
and it was difficult to guess his emotions by looking at his 
body language till yesterday, but last night he started crying 
during interrogation.

Tunisha started wearing hijab 
after meeting Sheezan, claims 
uncle

urged the police to investigate the case from all angles. 
“Today, the police submitted in court that Sheezan had rela-
tions with other women as well. They should probe Tuni-
sha’s death from all possible angles,” Pawan Sharma said. 

Earlier on Wednesday, the Waliv police claimed to have 
learned that Sheezan chatted with his ‘secret girlfriend’ for 
one to one-and-a-half hours on the day of Tunisha’s death. 

Meanwhile, sources informed that Sheezan was not co-
operating during interogation.

Police scanning Sheezan’s chats 
from June till now

they have recovered the chat of around 250 to 300 pages 
from June to this December through which they are try-
ing to know the real reason why the Alibaba - Dastaan-
e-Kabul stars decided to part ways. Notbaly, the police 
also said that they will send an electronic mail (e-mail) to 
WhatsApp to retrieve the deleted chat between Sheezan 
and his “secret girlfriend”. 

The police further said that they plan to question Shee-
zan today on the matter of these deleted chats which he 
allegedly had with his “secret girlfriend”. 

The police is probing the matter on the lines of why 
Sheezan deleted his chats with one girl only and will also 
investigate if they were connected after Tunisha’s death.

Sheezan’s “secret girlfriend” has been identified and will 
be interrogated by the police soon, police said. 

However, earlier in the day, Waliv Police retrieved the 
WhatsApp chats and recordings of Sheezan Khan and 
said that they did not find anything objectionable there. 

“Tunisha was upset with her breakup and was already 
suffering from anxiety because of which she felt lonely 
after the two parted ways,” the police said adding that they 
have also obtained audio recordings from the phone. It 
also mentioned that they would question the deceased ac-
tor’s family regarding Tunisha’s anxiety and record her 
mother’s statement once again. 

Meanwhile, the Vasai Court sent Sheezan Khan to police 
custody for two days. Earlier in the day, Sheezan was pre-
sented in the court by the Waliv police, which sought to get 
his remand extended. Notably, Sheezan’s police custody 
was supposed to have ended today. But, the police have not 
completed the interrogation and investigation with him, 
so they sought to get his remand extended. 

The Waliv Police have taken the statement from 18 peo-
ple so far in the death of Tunisha Sharma, who died alleg-
edly by suicide.

UK Ambassador to India 
Alex Ellis wished India 
a “Happy New Year” and 
said that the relationship 
between the two countries 
has become stronger this 
year.

In the video message, 
posted on his Twitter ac-
count, Ellis said, “2022 was 
a great year for India and 
the UK, and this year UK 
and India have made their 
relationship more strong.” 
Talking about the econom-
ical relationship, Ellis said 
that India and UK have 
launched the Free Trade 
Agreement negotiations 
this year.

On December 16, India 
and UK held technical dis-
cussions across 11 policy 
areas over 28 sessions dur-
ing the sixth round of talks 
for an FTA.

In a joint outcome state-
ment on the UK-India sixth 
round of FTA negotiations, 
the UK government’s De-
partment of International 
Trade said that detailed 
draft treaty text discus-
sions were held across the 
11 policy areas.

“Secondly, on climate 
change and sustainability, 
we have been supporting 
India’s rapid transition 
toward a green economy 
for ex: investment in the 
Mahindra EV Company. 
Thirdly, on health, building 

on the great work of Cov-
ishield, we now have Ebola 
vaccines manufactured in 
India with UK technology 
going to Africa,” Ellis said.

“On Defence and Secu-
rity, we are increasing co-
operation particularly at 
sea and in cyberspace to 
ensure that there is a free 
and open Indo-Pacific,” he 
added.

He further said that India 
and UK have reduced the 
time for visas. An e-Visa for 
British nationals visiting 
India will also come out.

On December 5, High 
Commissioner of India 
to the UK Vikram K Do-
raiswami announced that 
India will resume the e-
Visa facility for UK citizens 

travelling to the country.
Doraiswami said that the 

service will be made avail-
able to the citizens forth-
with and the dates will 
be announced shortly. He 
further added that the re-
sumption of the facility will 
enable friends from the UK 
to travel far more easily to 
India.

“And of course, we have 
a PM whose grandparents 
came from Punjab called 
Rishi Sunak. Great year, 
much to do next year. A 
great year for the G20 in 
India,” Ellis said in a video 
message.

“The journey is still left 
and I wish everyone a hap-
py new year,” he concluded 
the video message. 

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishan-
kar will visit Cyprus and Austria from 
December 29 to January 3. During his 
visit, Jaishankar will address the busi-
ness and investment community of 
Cyprus and hold meetings with leaders 
from both nations, the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs said in the press release.

Jaishankar is scheduled to remain in 
Cyprus from December 29 to 31 and 
hold meetings with Cyprus counter-
part Ioannis Kasoulides and House 

of Representatives President Annita 
Demetriou. He will also hold interac-
tion with the Indian community in 
Cyprus, according to the Ministry of 
External Affairs press release. This 
year, India and Cyprus mark 60 years 
of diplomatic ties. During his visit to 
Austria, EAM Jaishankar will hold a 
meeting with the country’s Chancellor 
Karl Nehammer. He will also meet the 
Austrian Federal Minister for Euro-
pean and International Affairs minis-
ter Alexander Schallenberg. The MEA 
noted, “This will be the first EAM-level 
visit from India to Austria in the last 27 

years, and takes place against the back-
drop of 75 years of diplomatic relations 
in 2023.”

During his visit to Austria, EAM Jais-
hankar will meet with International 
Atomic Energy Agency Director-Gen-
eral Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director 
General of the Vienna-based Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 
He is also scheduled to discuss regional 
and global issues with the Foreign Min-
isters of Czech, Slovak, and Austria in 
the Slavkov format. He will also inter-
act with the Indian community living 
in Austria.

An intoxicated man was 
burnt to death on Wednes-
day while his clothes caught 
fire in South East Delhi, po-
lice said. 

The deceased, Madhu 

Vishwas was a labourer 
at the tile site with his two 
sons. The incident occurred 
in South East Delhi’s Jait-
pur Area when Madhu lost 
his balance and his clothes 
caught fire due to his intoxi-
cation. 

According to the police, the 

staff immediately rushed to 
the spot after a PCR call was 
received at Jaitpur police sta-
tion on Wednesday at 10:30 
am in the morning regarding 
the burns injury to a man on 
the ground floor of a house 
at Hari nagar extn. Part II, 
Jaitpur. 

The Crime Team and FSL 
team were called to the spot 
for inspection.

As per the police officials, 
legal action under section 174 
of CrPC is in progress.

The body of the deceased 
has been shifted to AIIMS 
for post-mortem.

chaos in delhi airport 
New Delhi: As many as 100 flights have been disrupted 
in Delhi alone as the city continues to reel under severe 
cold conditions with a thick layer of fog over it again on 
wednesday. 

“Due to bad weather (fog) for three days, over 100 flights 
are reported delayed from and to Delhi airport, some 
have also been diverted to the nearest airport,” a Delhi 
airport official told news agency.  even as the congestion 
at the airport in New Delhi was being tackled amid a busy 
year-end holiday season, the problems of air travellers 
increased once more with dense fog covering most parts 
of north india. 

Poor visibility affecting the northern parts of the country 
over the past few days, once again disrupted flight move-
ment on wednesday. 

According to the Delhi airport official, another reason 
for the delay in flights is that some airlines have not 
deployed their CAT-iii-compliant pilots yet. 

Delhi international Airport limited (DiAl) advised 
passengers on Tuesday to check their flight status with 
the airline concerned as flight operations at Delhi airport 
was only for CAT-iii compliant ones. 

“while landing and take-offs are continuing at Delhi 
airport, flights that are not CAT-iii compliant may get 
affected. Passengers are requested to contact the airline 
concerned for the updated flight information,” DiAl said.

Flight services were affected at west Bengal’s Bag-
dogra airport for around six hours on Tuesday as dense 
fog reduced visibility. The disruption caused inconve-
nience to hundreds of passengers. on Tuesday, Vistara, 
SpiceJet, indiGo expressed regret for the delay and 
diversion.“early morning Fog at Delhi has caused mas-
sive delays across the network. we’re trying our best to 
minimize the inconvenience caused..,” indiGo said on 
Tuesday. 
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RPSC PaPeR leak

Six people were arrest-
ed after the Rajasthan 
Police conducted a 

raid at Bhupendra Saran’s 
girlfriend’s house in Jaipur. 
Bhupendra Singh is a prime 
suspect in the RPSC paper 
leak, informed the Police 
Commissionerate.

Rajasthan Police busted 
a fake degree racket, and 
seized degrees and mark 
sheets from more than four 
dozen fake universities, said a 
statement by the Police Com-
missionerate, Jaipur. Police 
arrested six people including 
Bhupendra Saran’s girlfriend 
and wife.

“Police conducted raids on 
people associated with mas-

termind Suresh Dhaka and 
Bhupendra Saran and ar-
rested six people including 
Bhupendra Saran’s girlfriend 
and wife. Over four dozen 
fake university degrees and 
mark sheets were recovered 

during raids,” said Police 
Commissionerate, Jaipur.

“We arrested those who 
leaked the paper. BJP is in ca-
hoots with the paper leak ma-
fia. It was the Rajasthan govt 
who arrested the accused in a 

paper leak case in the state,” 
alleged Rajasthan minister 
Pratap Singh Khachariyawas.

Earlier on Tuesday, BJP MP 
Kirori Lal Meena alleged that 
the Rajasthan ‘paper leak 
case’ has connections with 
the ruling Congress as the 
accused got the leaked ques-
tion paper 15 days before the 
examination.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Jaipur on Tuesday, 
Meena said, “Suresh Dhaka 
(the accused in the exam pa-
per leak case) has deep politi-
cal connections as the ruling 
Congress, and a sitting min-
ister’s staff are involved. The 
arrest of the minister’s aide 
will bring out many secrets.”

“Suresh Dhaka received the 
leaked papers 15 days before 
the examination. He runs a 

coaching centre in Jaipur. He 
is also involved in the ques-
tion paper leak of a constable 
exam. In that case, the paper 
was leaked from a school,” 
the MP said.

He also demanded that the 
properties of the accused be 
demolished.

“During the REET paper 
leak, accused Ram Kripal 
Meena’s property was de-
stroyed. Similarly, in connec-
tion with the RPSC exam and 
constable exam paper leaks, 
properties held by the ac-
cused must be destroyed,” 
the BJP MP added.

Claiming that the Rajasthan 
Public Service Commission 
(RPSC) has become a hub of 
corruption, Meena called for 
the resignation of the RPSC 
chairman on moral grounds.
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RajaSthan PaPeR leak SCam: 
PoliCe aRReSt Six, Raid houSe 

The accused in Police custody. 

buSted

two aRReSted in 
CoimbatoRe CaR 
blaSt CaSe
The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Wednesday ar-
rested two more terrorist operatives pertaining to a bomb 
blast in a car laden with explosives in front of Kottai Eswaran 
Temple in Coimbatore district in Tamil Nadu on 23 October.

Sheikh Hidayathullah and Sanofar Ali, both residents of 
Coimbatore, were arrested by the NIA. Nine other accused 
persons were arrested earlier by the anti-terror agency in the 
case, initially registered by Tamil Nadu Police on October 23 
and re-registered by the NIA on 27 October.

The accused, Jamesha Mubeen, after swearing bayath (al-
legiance) to ISIS, was planning to carry out a suicide attack 
and cause extensive damage to the temple complex with the 
intention to strike terror in the community, said the NIA in 
a statement.

“Investigations have revealed that the accused persons had 
entered into a criminal conspiracy in the interior of forested 
regions of Asanoor and Kadambur areas of Sathyamangalam 
forest, Erode district, in February 2022,” said the NIA.

“The meetings were led by previously arrested accused 
Umar Farook and participated by deceased accused Jamesha 
Mubeen, Mohammed Azharuddin, Sheikh Hidayatullah and 
Sanofar Ali, where they conspired to prepare for and execute 
terror acts,” added the elite anti-terror probe agency. 

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

goveRnoR vS State 

goveRnoR uPS the ante aS keRala 
govt PaSSeS bill to RePlaCe him aS v.C.

Kerala Governor Arif Mo-
hammed Khan said that he 
has not read the bill passed 
by the state government in-
tending to remove him as 
the chancellor of universi-
ties there.

“So far, I have not read it 
(Bill). I have asked Raj Bha-
van to refer it to our legal 
advisor,” Kerala Governor 
Arif Mohammed Khan said 
while addressing the media 
persons in the national capi-
tal regarding the Univer-
sity Laws (Amendment) Bill 
passed to replace him as the 
chancellor of state universi-
ties. The Kerala assembly 
had passed the University 
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 
2022 on 13 December.

However, days after the 
Kerala Assembly passed the 
bill to replace the Governor 
from the post of chancellor, 

Karnataka Governor Arif 
Mohammed Khan said that 
the bill should not be against 
the law.

“What needs to be checked 
is if the bill is against the 
law or not, if it is against me 
that is not important. I agree 
with whatever the Consti-
tution says,” said Kerala 
Governor Arif Mohammed 
Khan.

Governor Khan had also 
said that he would be guided 
by the law and that his feel-
ings were not important.

“My feelings are not im-
portant, I’ll be guided only 
by the law. Any appoint-
ment where the selection 
panel has the presence of a 
non-academic will become 
void, any appointment 
where one single name is 
recommended by a selection 
panel, will become void,” 
said Arif Mohammed Khan.

Speaking with regard to 
University Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2022 to replace 
Governor Arif Mohammed 
Khan from the post of chan-
cellor in the universities in 
Kerala, former Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) President 
of Kerala V Muraleedharan 
alleged on 17 December that 
the state government was 
holding legislation only for 
enacting “such a bill”.

 Arif Mohammed

Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi while chairing the meeting.

allegationS

SP accuses BJP of 
theft of funds for 
Ram Path 

Samajwadi Party leader and former state minister, Pawan 
Pandey, has accused the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
government of “looting” commission in the name of “com-
pensation”, and neglecting the traders of Ayodhya.

Speaking at a press conference, Pawan Pandey hurled 
charges against BJP of stealing commission which was 
meant for traders as compensation for the construction of 
the Ram Path. Pawan said, “In Ayodhya, officers are loot-
ing commissions, stealing commissions. Many traders said 
that they are stealing commissions in the name of increasing 
compensation.”

Alleging further he said, “BJP Leaders are nowhere to be 
seen. The BJP leaders did not meet any businessmen. When 
the BJP government was formed, they danced by decorat-
ing bulldozers. Now the same bulldozer is running over the 
houses of traders.”

Commenting on the celebrated symbol of ‘bulldozer’, 
Pawan said, “The bulldozer which was a symbol of the prog-
ress for the traders, today the same bulldozer has become 
a symbol of their destruction. Today, tears are coming out 
from the eyes of the traders having seen that symbol being 
put to work.” Pawan charged that BJP demands votes in 
the name of Ram but does not care about the welfare of the 
traders.
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aSSiStanCe
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 Rythu bandhu 
SCheme to
aid 70l faRmeRS 

g-20 Summit will 
intRoduCe the woRld 
to ‘bRand uP’: Cm yogi 

Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) MLC Kalvakuntla 
Kavitha on Wednesday 
said Telangana is already 
living the dream of Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekar 
Rao in which farmers and 
poor in India are empow-
ered.

Taking to Twitter, she 
said that over 70 lakh 
farmers in Telangana will 
receive the assistance of Rs 
7,676.61 crore on Wednes-
day, which is the 10th sea-
son of the Rythu Bandhu 
Scheme. Kavitha tweeted, 
“Today, marks the 10th 
season of Rythu Bandhu 
Scheme where over 70 
lakh farmers in Telangana 
will receive the assistance 
of Rs 7,676.61 crore in total. 
KCR Garu has dreamt of 
an India where the farm-
ers and poor are empow-
ered, Telangana is living 
the dream which is now a 
reality.” 

Imp r e s s e d  w it h  t h e 
Telangana Government’s 
welfare and development 
programmes for farm-
ing community, farmers 
across the nation were 
demanding each state 
govt to replicate such pro-
grammes. The scheme 
would cover 1.53 crore 
acres in the Yasangi sea-
son. 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on 
Wednesday chaired a 
high-level meeting, and 
gave guidelines to the offi-
cials for the successful or-
ganisation of the G-20 con-
ferences to be chaired by 
India in the year 2023, as 
per an official statement.

CM Yogi said that India 
has been bestowed the 

honour of presiding over 
the G-20 group of leading 
nations of the world under 
the successful leadership 
of the respected Prime 
Minister in the year of Am-
rit Mahotsav of Indepen-
dence. This global event 
has brought immense pos-
sibilities for Uttar Pradesh. 
“This event is a great plat-
form to introduce ‘Brand 
UP ’ to the world.  We 
should make the most out 
of this global event,” the 
CM said.

He said different events 
are proposed to be held in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Varanasi, 
Lucknow, Agra and Great-
er Noida during the period 
of one year of G-20 chaired 
by India.

“According to the Indian 
spirit of ‘Atithi Devo Bha-
va’, preparations should 
be made to make the event 
grand in these districts. 
Everyone will  have to 
make efforts as a team to 
make this event a standard 
of cleanliness, beauty, safe-
ty and orderliness,” CM 
Yogi said.

He said that arrange-
ments should be made ac-
cording to the standard 
of security of foreign visi-
tors. Necessary arrange-
ments  should also be 
made regarding a medical 

emergency, traffic etc. The 
guests should be intro-
duced to the diverse food 
cuisines in Uttar Pradesh.

“The cities hosting the 
G-20 conferences should 
be given a grand look. At-
tractive lighting should 
be arranged at heritage 
sites of historical and cul-
tural significance in the 
cities. Pictures depicting 
the state’s culture should 
be displayed on the walls 
on the tour route for the 

guests. India’s Yoga tradi-
tion is being adopted by 
the whole world today, in 
such a situation statues 
can be installed show-
ing different postures of 
‘Surya Namaskar’,” CM 
Yogi advised.

Emphasising the theme 
he said that local culture 
should be made the theme 
of the event to be held 
in all four cities. For ex-
ample, Awadh culture in 
the capital Lucknow, Braj 
culture in Agra, Rangot-
sav, and Ganga culture in 
Varanasi should be orga-
nized as themes, adding, 
“The guests should be wel-
comed grandly by shower-
ing flowers on their arrival 
in the state. 

Take the cooperation of 
local cultural groups and 
voluntary organisations. 
The hosting of G-20 sum-
mits is historic. To make 
it unforgettable and un-
paralleled, a ‘G-20 Park’ 
should be established in 
the capital Lucknow. In 
this regard, after identi-
fying the place, an action 
plan should be prepared 
regarding the outline of 
the park,” he said.

He said that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has 
given India the name of 
‘Mother of Democracy’. 
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Amid Pak terror threat locals, migrants 
work jointly to drive Kashmir’s economy

andhRa Cm meetS Pm modi, diSCuSSeS 
PolavaRam PRojeCt, Covid Situation

Migrant workers have be-
come a prime force that 
drives Kashmir’s economy 
and development, accord-
ing to the latest report. 
People in Kashmir prefer to 
hire them as they are read-
ily available.

However, migrant labour-
ers fell prey to the bullets 
of Pakistan-sponsored ter-
rorists in recent times, as 
many attempts were made 
to push them out of Kash-
mir by intimidating them. 
Despite the threat looming 
large over their lives, these 
brave men and women held 

their ground and didn’t 
succumb to pressure. They 
were supported by the lo-
cals and the security forces 
as per a report. The Census 
data of the year 2001 re-
ported 86,768 migrants in 
Kashmir from other states 
and as per the 2011 cen-
sus, there were 2,83,0930 
in Kashmir and during the 
past decade, their number 
has swelled.

Every year more than 3 
million migrant workers 
travel to Kashmir in search 
of informal jobs and do get 
employed in one or other 
sectors. The workforce that 
arrives from places like Bi-
har, Jharkhand, West Ben-

gal and other regions com-
prises skilled and unskilled 
labourers.

They work in homes, 
fields, brick kilns and other 
places. They are found ev-
erywhere and have become 
an integral, indispensable 
part of Kashmir’s work cul-
ture.

They work as masons, 
carpenters, waiters, bar-
bers and street vendors. 
During the past few years, 
migrant workers have ven-
tured into the fields that 
were exclusive to the locals 
of Kashmir.

They have learnt tradi-
tional wooden work in 
Kashmir homes known as 

Khatamband and making 
embroidery on garments.

The migrant labourers 
prefer Kashmir over other 
places due to many reasons 
like climate suits them, 
the cost of living is cheap 
and people readily employ 
them for menial jobs.

Most of them arrive in 
Kashmir with the advent of 
spring and leave as soon as 
autumn sets in.

Ma ny  o f  t h e m  h ave 
turned Kashmir into their 
home and stayed back even 
in harsh winter conditions 
as they find work even dur-
ing chilly conditions.

This rosy picture has 
stains of blood on it as well.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yeduguri Sandinti Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy called on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in the national capi-
tal on Wednesday. CM dis-
cussed about the Polvaram 
project and said that the state 
is prepared to face any situa-
tion in the wake of the latest 

developments of Covid
He presented that it has 

been 8 years since the bi-
furcation of the Andhra 
Pradesh state into Andhra 
and Telangana, but most of 
the issues mentioned under 
the Andhra Pradesh Re-
organisation Act (APRA) 
have not yet been fulfilled, 
and many issues are still 
unresolved between the two 
states.

He explained that the dis-
pute resolution sub-com-
mittee headed by the Secre-
tary of the Union Finance 
Department has met several 
times on the unresolved is-
sues. Although some prog-
ress has been made, the key 
issues are still unresolved

CM said, “The arrears to 
be paid under resource gap 
funding for the financial 
year 2014-15 are pending - 

Bills of Rs.18,330.45 Cr for 
the year 2014-15, 10th Pay 
Commission arrears, pen-
sions etc. amounting to a 
total of Rs. Rs.32,625.25 Cr 
dues are pending and there 
is a need to be sanctioned 
immediately. Central finance 
department imposing limit 
on loans by adjusting the 
loans made by the previous 
government more than the 
limit, in this government. 
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top of the day

tuSkeR 
dieS due to 
eleCtRoCution 
in ChhattiSgaRh
JASHPUR: A tusker died 
due to electrocution after 
getting in contact with an 
electric cable in a farm 
near Kurdeg village of 
Bagicha forest range in 
Chhattisgarh’s Jashpur 
district on Wednesday, a 
forest official said. 
A villager, Ravi Nagvan-
shi said, “A herd of four 
elephants was roaming 
around the village and 
they were damaging crops 
in the area for the last 2-3 
days. In the meantime on 
Wednesday morning, we 
found an elephant dead 
in the farm field. The vil-
lagers have informed the 
forest department about 
the incident.” 

fiRe bReakS out 
at godownS in 
mumbai’S kuRla
MUMBAI : A massive fire 
broke out in a wooden go-
down in Mumbai’s Kurla 
area, which spread to 20 to 
25 godowns on Wednes-
day. Eight tenders of the 
fire brigade were engaged 
in extinguishing the fire. 
No casualties have been 
reported so far.  The cause 
of the fire is unknown. 
As per the information 
received by the disaster 
management department 
of the Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
(BMC), the fire brigade 
received a call at around 
2.30 am about the blaze 
in the shops near a bus 
depot in Kapadia Nagar.
Fire is confined to electric 
wiring, installation, scrap 
material, and vehicle 
spare parts, in the area of 
400 to 500 sq ft. at 20 to 25 
shops,” the BMC said.

family of 5 
die afteR fiRe 
bReakS out in uP
MAU: Five members of 
a family died after a fire 
broke out in the house 
at the Shahpur village in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Mau, an 
official said on Tuesday. 
Relief teams were rushed 
to the spot soon after the 
receipt of the information. 
Their bodies were sent 
for post-mortem. District 
Magistrate, Mau, Arun Ku-
mar said, “5 members of a 
family including a woman, 
1 adult and 3 minors died 
in a house fire that broke 
out at Shahpur village, Ko-
paganj PS in Mau district. 
Police along with the fire 
brigade, medical & relief 
teams reached the spot.” 

“The initial report stated 
that fire ignited from the 
stove,” he added. He also 
announced an assistance 
of Rs 4 lakh per person.

two  PaSSengeRS 
teSt Covid 
PoSitive at 
mumbai aiRPoRt
MUMBAI: Two interna-
tional passengers were 
found Covid positive dur-
ing random sampling at 
the Mumbai International 
airport, the Maharash-
tra Health department 
informed on Wednesday. 
Further, according to 
the Health department, 
both samples have been 
sent for whole genome 
sequencing. Amid the 
ongoing spike in Covid 
infections across several 
countries, the screening of 
international passengers 
arriving in Mumbai, Pune 
and Nagpur airports has 
been on since December 
24.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI



The future of Afghani-
stan is beginning to 
look a lot like its past. 

The exodus of the NATO 
forces from Afghanistan 
after two decades of inter-
vention left a formidable 
vacuum of administration 
in the country that was filled 
up by the Taliban within sec-
onds of the NATO retrieval. 
However, this was a situa-
tion that most Afghanis and 

the majority of the world 
were dreading. The 20 year 
long regime of the NATO 
forces in Afghanistan still 
couldn’t erase the memories 
of the draconian rule during 
the Taliban years. The great-
est fear around the world, 
among the people of Afghan-
istan, and governance agen-
cies around the world was 
that this regime take over by 
Taliban would translate into 

the same draconian policies. 
While in the beginning 

the Talibani regime assured 
that, that would not be the 
case, it is beginning to feel 
like history is sure to repeat 
itself in the Afghan case. 
The new Afghan regime 
that comprises of the Tali-
ban, more popularly being 
dubbed as Taliban 2.0 was 
quick to attempts at convinc-
ing the world that they were 
not like their predecessors. 
Their smart phones and in 
some cases fluent English 
did give some optimists 
hope of a better fate for the 
Afghans but that hope did 
not last too long. 

The trend for the current 
Talban regime has been one 
of getting increasingly more 
rigid and orthodox in its 
approach towards admin-
istration. Earlier last week 
the Taliban announced that 
education was prohibited for 
women at a university level. 
This is the latest in a series 
of restrictions on women, 
where they have been pro-
hibited from having a job 
except as a medical profes-
sional, they are prohibited 
to travel without a male 
companion. 

The generation that lost 

years of their education are 
now forced to see their fu-
ture generations of women 
distraught over this draconi-
an rule and waste away their 
prime years. The students 
who are more directly affect-
ed by this decree find them-
selves at a loss in all senses 
of that word. The gradual 
shift towards the standard 
procedure of functioning 
for Taliban can be analysed 
in a couple of ways. The first 
could be that the Taliban has 
a singular core method of 
operating which is through 
oppression justified by reli-
gious dogma. While the au-
thenticity of that interpreta-
tion of the scripture is up for 
debate the oppression in the 
name of the scripture is not. 
One could be pacified with 
just concluding that this is 
the reason for the Taliban to 
again become dogmatic even 
after assurances that this 
would not be the end of the 
new and improved regime. 

The second reason for such 
steadfastness in implement-
ing torment could also have 
been catalysed by the pro-
tests that have taken place 
in Iran where women de-
manded greater freedom. 
Those protests and the sup-

port they garnered are well 
documented on social media 
and international television. 
Iran and Afghanistan also 
share some similarities in 
the context of the journey 
towards modernity and 
women’s freedom in these 
countries; this is not to say 
that the nations are histori-
cally parallel, but their em-
bracing and later complete 
defiance of modernity and 
also the impact that had on 
the freedom that women 
were allowed in society are 
congruent to each other. 

There is also the element 
of some defiance this time. 
The decision to prohibit 
women’s education has led 
to a rift within the Taliban 
itself. The younger genera-
tion of the Taliban seems 
to support the education of 
women while a group of die 
– hard conservationists led 
by Mullah Haibatullah Ak-
hundzada have decreed the 
prohibition. Some among 
the Taliban believe that the 
people’s unrest over this 
decision must be given its 
due importance. Consider-
ing that the Taliban regime 
has no official recognition 
from any other country in 
the world, and the UN, the 

US, and other nations have 
unabashedly condemned 
this move, it would only 
make things more difficult 
for Taliban going forward at 
the international stage. 

There is also the very real 
problem of economics. The 
Taliban has no funds and 
Afghanistan is an already 
fragile economy, in such a 
moment to remove women 
from the workforce would 
prove disastrous for the 
country. While the ban on 
working women would have 
an immediate effect on the 
work force, the prohibition 
of women education all to-
gether would mean that the 
overall quality of future hu-
man resource for the coun-
try would decline. 

It is unfortunate that simi-
lar patterns of violent op-
pression are evident in Af-
ghanistan yet again, it begs 
the question if the small 
pockets of protests would 
gather enough momentum 
to overturn the decree of 
prohibition. 
Aatif Ansar is a psephologist 
and a political analyst. 
Dr Aparaajita Pandey is a po-
litical analyst and has a PhD in 
International Relations from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University.

Afghanistan: Back to 
the future
The trend for the current Talban regime has been one of getting increasingly 
more rigid and orthodox in its approach towards administration. Earlier 
last week the Taliban announced that education was prohibited for women 
at a university level. This is the latest in a series of restrictions on women.

Every generation is a product of the processes and forces of its time. Each 
generation has to be different from the previous ones. That, however, must 
not mean that they are in any way inferior to their predecessors.  

Coping with gen X

RegReSSiVe RegiMe 

In a phone call with Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
recently, Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zalenskyy 
sought India’s support on the 10-point “peace for-
mula” that he had proposed on his US visit last 
week. This was the fourth telephonic conversation 
between PM Modi and Zelenskyyy since 24 Febru-
ary when Russia invaded Ukraine.  Significantly, 
the Zelenskyyy-Modi phone call came 10 days 
after Russian President Vladimir Putin spoke to 
the Indian Prime Minister to discuss the situation 
in Ukraine. So, both leaders of warring countries 
reaching out to PM Modi seeking his advice and in-
tervention reaffirms the fact that India has emerged 
as a beacon of hope for the world amid the existing 
volatility and uncertainty. The development also re-
affirms the perception that the global community 
is looking at India as 
a peacemaker and 
as a powerful player 
in what can help 
achieve balance in 
relations between 
two countries.

India’s Permanent 
Representative to 
the United Nations, 
Ruchira Kamboj’s 
recent statement is 
quite appropriate 
in this context. She 
said that India is a 
big country which 
stands  ta l l  and 
proud on its own 
with its own relations with competing international 
blocs and nobody pushes it around. Zelenskyy and 
Putin’s outreach to PM Modi amid the on-going 
conflict in Ukraine underlines India’s multidimen-
sional and independent foreign policy. The devel-
opment is a testimony to the fact that the world is 
in fact appreciating India being able to continue to 
open lines of communication to Russia, Ukraine 
and the West as well. Amid the Ukraine conflict, 
New Delhi has been consistent right from the out-
set, unequivocally speaking that it is for peace. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in all phone calls 
with both Putin and Zelenskyy, has reiterated that 
diplomacy and dialogue is the only way through 
which the existing problems between Russia and 
Ukraine can be resolved. He always encouraged the 
two leaders to find a lasting solution to the bilat-
eral problems. So, give peace a chance, and revert 
to dialogue and diplomacy has been the advice from 
the Indian leadership. India did not, at any point of 
time, ever criticise Russia despite being pressured 
to do so by the Western countries including its stra-
tegic partner the United States. Definitely, India has 
been on the side of peace all along. This stand of 
India has been appreciated by even the warring 
countries-- Russia and Ukraine. The Western 
countries also appreciated India’s stand, despite 
sometimes expressing displeasures as the war pro-
gressed. The world watched with appreciation how 
PM Modi continued to speak to both sides—Russia 
and Ukraine. External Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar also continued to be in touch with Moscow and 
Kyiv, with his inputs of advice that the negotiated 
settlement of the problems must be sought. PM 
Modi told Putin ‘this is not an era of war’. What is 
more significant is that it received global acceptance 
and was included in the G20’s recent declaration. 
So, India was undoubtedly among the few coun-
tries, which is speaking to both. The global com-
munity is no doubt looking at India as a respon-
sible and mature country seeking to ensure return 
of peace in the conflict-stricken Ukraine. PM Modi 
always tried to impress upon the world commu-
nity that war and escalation is not going to do good 
to anyone. That is the reason why both Putin and 
Zelenskyy made it a point to reach out to PM Modi 
from time to time. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has also conveyed India’s support for any peace ef-
forts, and assured India’s commitment to continue 
providing humanitarian assistance for the affected 
civilian population. Now, what Russia needs to look 
into is the formula that the Ukraine President has 
put forward.  Zelenskyy’s formula calls for with-
drawal of Russian troops from Ukraine, release of 
prisoners, restoration of Ukraine’s territorial in-
tegrity and guarantees on nuclear safety, food and 
energy security. He has sought India’s intervention 
as well. While Russia is an important ally of India, 
New Delhi cannot also underestimate its ties with 
Ukraine where thousands of Indian students go for 
education. Keeping this in mind, PM Modi made it 
a point to discuss with Zelenskyy the opportunities 
for strengthening bilateral cooperation between In-
dia and Ukraine. The fact which New Delhi cannot 
really ignore is that about 20,000 Indian students 
returned from Ukraine this year after the outbreak 
of war.

T. BRAJESH

perspective
DELHI’S DIPLOMATIC POWER

ZeLenSKYY’S 
oUtReACh to MoDi 
ReAFFiRMS inDiA’S 
iMAge AS A BeACon 
oF hope FoR woRLD

We, who were born as late 
Boomers or early Generation 
X, were taught in school by 
the Silent Generation. They 
put a premium on hard work 
and impressed upon the im-
portance of commitment, 
dedication and work ethics. 

They wanted us to be tough 
on ourselves and insisted that 
the toil would bear fruits later 
for us only to enjoy. They had 
gone through difficult days 
and had heard from their 
parents and teachers about 
the hardships that they had 
faced. They wanted to save 
us from  repeat of those bad 
days and wished well for our 
future.

Many of them had seen or 
been a part of the freedom 

movement of the country and 
wanted us to be well-behaved 
to make the best of the hard-
earned and well-deserved In-
dependence to take the nation 
forward. They also believed 
that they knew better than 
their children. 

Their fears, expectations 
and belief that the children 
were innocent, naive and 
susceptible to falling into 
bad company drove them 
to demand their students be 
obedient to them and to their 
teachers. 

To them, the foremost duty 
of the students was to study. 
We were supposed to be stu-
dious and devote all our time 
to our studies. To them, there 
was a whole life ahead of us 
for enjoyment.

Uniquely, unlike the pres-
ent time, our teachers then 
put plenty of emphasis on 
the art of speaking, numeri-
cal skills and handwriting. No 
mistakes in these areas were 
ignorable and punished se-
verely. 

Punishment also went be-
yond reprimand. Scolding, 
ridiculing, beating, bashing, 
thrashing and complaining 
to parents were more a norm 

than the exception. Parents 
too were no kinder to their 
children than the teachers. 

To be fair, the teachers 
themselves worked hard to 
help us realise our potential 
and succeed in life. They 
would spend hours making 
us memorise mathematical 
tables by heart so as to be 
able to do mental maths in a 
fraction of a second.

They would want us to 
know numbers subcon-
sciously. They would test 
our acumen in the strangest 
ways. While teaching prose, 
they would ask questions that 
needed computation and ex-
pected us to shout the correct 
answer before they completed 
the question. 

Those were not the times to 
afford luxuries. The teaching-
learning processes were cost-
effective. With hindsight, 
I can say that they are also 
environment-friendly and 
aimed at sustainability in 
the current sense of the term.  

Teachers would use a por-
table blackboard and write on 
it with raw chalk. We were 
prohibited to use pens, pa-
per and pencils up to the 5th 
class.  We would use a wood-
en tablet, blackened each day 
soots from the wood stoves 
and shined meticulously by 
rubbing with the back of an 
ink pot.  

The ink pot itself would 
have a concoction of chalk 
powder and water stirred 
and mixed to the desired level 
of consistency. There was no 
formula and students were 

supposed to master the craft 
of shining the tablet and the 
ink by intuition. 

We would write on the tab-
let with a pen made of reed 
dipped repeatedly in the 
concocted ink. We would 
use slate and chalk sticks to do 
maths.  We were not permit-
ted to use anything else. Most 
of us did not have anything 
else to flaunt.  

The whole class eagerly 
waited to reach Class VI just 
to be able to write with the 
pen on paper. The specially 
designed notebooks for Hin-
di, English and Mathematics 
fascinated us a great deal. No 
less enthusiastic were we 
about the prospect of using 
the G nibs for English, the 
calligraphic nibs for Hindi 
and the fountain pen for do-
ing maths. 

Even before we reached 
Class V, our teachers had al-
ready made up their minds 
about our fate and future. 
Anyone who still had bad 
handwriting or was weak in 
numeracy did not deserve 
to pursue education. Their 
parents would be advised to 
better withdraw them from 
school and put them as ap-
prentices with someone to be 
able to learn a trade to earn 
a livelihood.  Many of us are 
grateful to our parents who 
refused to follow the advice of 
our teachers on this count and 
let us continue in school and 
put the highest level of educa-
tion that we could aspire to. 

Equally obliged are we to 
our nation for keeping the 

cost of education to the most 
affordable bare minimum. 
But for this, we wouldn’t 
have been able to pursue 
our dreams and reach to the 
positions that we presently 
occupy and enjoy. 

I have no first-hand knowl-
edge of how things were in 
the elite private schools of 
the country during those 
days. But many of my rela-
tives and acquaintance, who 
had the fortune to go to those 
boarding schools, did not 
have as good handwriting 
and took longer to answer a 
mathematical question. 

Nonetheless, they looked 
far better educated than us. 
They appeared self-assured, 
and confident and spoke Eng-
lish rather rapidly. I can’t say 
if they were fluent in English 
but what put us in awe of 
them was their inability to 
form their sentences correctly 
in Hindi.  

As I reflect on them so late 
in life, I have no hesitation to 
admit that their limitations 
any way proved a handicap 
to them. Most of them did or 
doing well in life. Many of 
them live a life of luxury far 
superior to some of us.   

Coming to the present, a 
lot has changed since then. 
Much water has flown not 
only down the Thames or our 
own Ganges but across all riv-
ers.  I now teach Gen Y and 
Gen Z. They are tech-savvy 
and think that they know 
more and better about life 
than their teachers or parents. 

They are confident, self-as-

sured, and believe in instant 
gratification rather than sac-
rificing a bit of their present 
for their future. They seem 
to take life too easy to our 
comfort and make teachers 
of my generation feel as un-
easy as our teachers used to 
feel about us. 

Some of our students are 
millennials. They are not 
selfish but appear quite self-
centred. And we the present 
generation of teachers have 
as many concerns about our 
students as our teachers had 
about their students.  

In the end, nothing has 
changed except the time and 
everything is the same. It 
would probably continue to 
remain the same so long as 
teachers remain older than 
their students. But couldn’t 
we do something to under-
stand each other better? 

Why not? Let’s begin by 
involving our students in 
the teaching-learning and 
academic decision-making 
processes. They may have 
some good insight to offer 
or at least make them equal 
partners for a shared destiny. 

Every generation is a prod-
uct of the processes and forc-
es of its time. Each generation 
has to be different from the 
previous ones. That, however, 
must not mean that they are 
in any way inferior to their 
predecessors.  
Furqan Qamar, former Adviser 
for Education in the Planning 
Commission, is a Professor of 
Management at Jamia Millia 
Islamia, New Delhi.

Paradigm shift in teacher, student relationship 

The global community is 
no doubt looking at India as 
a responsible and mature 
country seeking to ensure 
return of peace in the 
conflict-stricken Ukraine. 
PM Modi always tried to 
impress upon the world 
community that war and 
escalation is not going to 
do good to anyone. That is 
the reason why both Putin 
and Zelenskyy made it a 
point to reach out to PM 
Modi from time to time. 
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The Chhattisgarh High 
Court in the case Oriental 
Insurance Company Ltd. v. 
Gangi Mandavi & Ors ob-
served and has ruled that in 
the case of motor accident, a 
delay in recording the state-
ment of the eyewitness is 
not crucial to disbelieve his 
version.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Sam Koshy in the case 
observed while dealing 
with an appeal moved by 
Insurance Company under 
Section 173 of the Motor Ve-
hicles Act, 1988.

The court observed that 
only because a statement 
has been recorded of eye 
witness at a belated stage or 
eye witness having not dis-
closed this fact to any other 
person till the statement 
was recorded before police 
authorities and the same 
cannot be a ground to dis-
believe his version.

However, the Constable 
in 2020 with the Chhat-
tisgarh Police met with an 
accident and succumbed 
to his injuries. His daugh-
ter and widow filed a claim 
and the same was allowed 
by the Tribunal by award-
ing a compensation of Rs. 
54,68,200/-. Thus, tribunal 
at the time of passing an 
award also granted inter-

est at the rate of rate of 4% 
per annum and with penal 
clause that in case if the 
amount is not paid within 
a period of two months, 
then the amount beyond a 
period of two months shall 
carry interest at the rate of 
6% till it’s actually paid.

The court aggrieved with 
the said decision, the In-
surance Company moved 
the High Court. It has been 
pointed out by the appel-
lant company that the ac-
cident is said to have oc-
curred on 29.08.2020 and 
on 31.08.2020, the deceased 
died but the FIR was lodged 
only on 20.10.2020 i.e. after 
about 52 days which is from 
the date of accident.

Further, it has been con-
tended that even the state-
ment of the alleged eye-
witness gives rise to many 
suspicions since he had not 
disclosed the involvement 
of the offending vehicle to 
any person till the FIR was 
lodged.

However, the court ob-
served that the Single Judge 
recalled the settled posi-
tion of law that in a case 
under the Motor Vehicles 
Act, when the application 
of claim being arising out 
of an accident is to be de-
cided, the standard of proof 
required is not of the same 
standard which is required 

while proving of a criminal 
case.

The court stated that, it 
being the principles of pre-
ponderance of probability 
that has to be applied while 
the claim application under 
the Motor Vehicle Act, 1988.

Adding to it, the court 
stated that merely because 
the statement of eye witness 
was recorded at a belated 
stage cannot be a ground to 
disbelieve his version since 
it could be also a case where 
he must have disclosed it 
to the family members but 
nothing was done since at 
that point of time, thus, the 
whole family was grieving 
at the death of the deceased.

Further, the bench of Jus-
tice Koshy opined that the 
recording of the statement 
or the disclosure of facts to 
the police officer at a later 
stage under the prevailing 
circumstances cannot be 
ruled out, while particular-
ly taking note of the place of 
incidence and place of resi-
dence of the claimants and 
said eye witness.

Accordingly, the court dis-
missed the appeal.

In the matter the coun-
sel, Advocate R. N. Pusty 
appeared for the petitioner 
and Advocate Praveen 
Dhurandhar and Advocate 
Ranjana Tiwari represent-
ed the respondents.

in court

chhattisgarh high court: 
Motor Vehicles act | Delay 
in recorDing eyewitness 
stateMent not sufficient to 
DisbelieVe his Version

TDG NeTwork

in court

The Mumbai Bench of the Customs, Excise 
and Service Tax Appellate Tribunal (CE-
STAT) in the case Vriddheshwar SSK Ltd. 
Versus The Commissioner of CGST & C.Ex 
observed and has allowed the cenvat credit 
on parts for the efficient functioning of ma-
chines for manufacturing.

The bench comprising of Judicial Member, 
Ajay Sharma observed and has stated that it 
has been justified by appellant in availing 
the Cenvat credit on various items, namely, 
S.S. Welding Tube, Steel, Tubes, Alloy Steel 
Pipe, Prime HR Steel Coile, M.S. Wire, S.S. 
Welded Tube, HR Steel Pipe, M.S. Slate and 
Link Outer, which are being used in those 
machines that are used for manufacturing 
the final product.

In the present case, the appellants or as-
sessee are the manufactures of sugar and 
molasses and are availing themselves of 
Cenvat credit on inputs, capital goods, and 
input services under the provisions of the 
Cenvat Credit Rules, 2004. The court no-
ticed during the audit that they had availed 
themselves of Cenvat credit for central ex-
cise duty which is being paid on items such 
as steel tubes, M.S. wire, nickel screen, al-
loy steel pipes, H.R. steel pipe, S.S. welding 
tube, sugar bag stacker chain, etc. as the 
inputs.

The court observed that as per the de-
partment, the items are not for the inputs 

of the manufacturer of molasses and sugar, 
and the Cenvat credit is not admissible on 
items. Therefore, the court observed on 
being pointed out by the audit, the appel-
lant reversed the amount via the Cenvat ac-
count, challan and, debit entry respectively.

Further, it has been submitted by the ap-
pellant that steel tubes, M.S. wire, SS weld-
ing tube, the alloy steel pipe, H.R. steel 
pipe, chain, M.S. slate, H.R. steel coil, link 
outer, etc. are all inputs or the parts which 
are used in the various types of machinery 
being used by the appellant for manufac-
turing the final products. Thus, they being 
a special part for the smooth and efficient 
functioning of the machinery used by the 
appellant for manufacturing sugar and 
molasses.

It has been submitted by the appellant 
that these are only the capital goods and 
the same are not used for carrying out any 
type of renovation or construction work or 
for any permanent fixed structure.

Therefore, the department submitted 
that no evidence has been produced by the 
appellant to establish that the said goods 
are capital goods as per Rule 2(a) of the 
CCR, 2004.

Accordingly, the tribunal held that the 
department has put no cogent evidence to 
show that these parts have been used for 
structural purposes. Adding to it, the court 
stated that in the absence of any evidence 
to the contrary, the claim cannot be denied 
made by the appellant.

cestat: alloweD cenVat creDit on 
Parts for efficient functioning of 
Machine for sugar ProDuction
TDG NeTwork

The National Company 
Law Appellate Tribu-
nal in the case Amit 

Mittal v DLF Ltd. & Ors, 
the Principal bench com-
prising of Judicial Member, 
Justice Rakesh Kumar and 
the Technical Member, Dr. 
Ashok Kumar Mishra ob-
served while adjudicating 
an appeal and has set aside 
the order dated 31.08.2018 
passed by the Competition 
Commission of India and 
giving a clean chit to DLF 
and its subsidiary wherein 
alleging of abuse of domi-
nant position. The order of 
CCI was based on a supple-
mentary report submitted by 
the Director General. It has 
been held by the bench that 
CCI can only direct further 
investigation in a case of clo-
sure and not where DG has 
submitted report showing 
contravention of Competi-
tion Act 2002 by party(s).

FacTs oF The case

The Respondent No. 1 (DLF 
Ltd.) is a public limited 
company engaged in the 
business of residential, com-
mercial and retail properties. 
The Respondent No. 2 (DLF 
Home Developers Ltd) is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of 
DLF Ltd.

However, the DLF group 
launched a residential town-
ship in the name of Regal 
Garden (‘Project’) which is 
situated in Sector 90, DLF 
Garden City, Gurgaon. Thus, 
the project comprised of 3 
and 4 BHK apartment units. 
Amit Mittal (‘Flat Buyer/Ap-
pellant’) was being allotted 
an apartment in the project 
and on September 1, 2012, an 
Apartment Buyer’s Agree-
ment was executed. Thus, 
the agreement contained an 
arbitrary one sided clauses, 
reflecting abuse of domi-
nance position by DLF. An 
application was filed by the 

Flat Buyer in 2014 before the 
CCI alleging abuse of domi-
nant position by DLF which 
was unfair and discrimina-
tory.

Therefore, the CCI found 
prima facie case of abuse of 
dominance under Section 
4(2)(a)(i) of the Competi-
tion Act, 2002, it has been 
directed by the CCI to the 
Director General to conduct 
an investigation.

In its investigation report 
dated 18.03.2016, the DG 
concluded that DLF vio-
lated the Section 4(2)(a)(i) 
read with Section 19(4) of the 
Competition Act, 2002. An 
order was passed by the CCI 
dated 09.11.2016 directing 
the DG to conduct further 
investigation.

It has been concluded by 
the DG in its supplementary 
investigation that the DLF as 
a group had higher financial 
strength and the same does 
not appear to bestow a posi-
tion of strength to the DLF 

group. 
The court observed that 

after receipt of the second or 
supplementary DG report, 
an order dated 31.08.2018 
was passed by CCI under 
Section 26(6) of the Act, 
2002 concluding that “the 
contravention of the provi-
sions as stated under Section 
4 of the Act is not established 
in the instant matter. The 
court ordered to close the 
case under Section 26(6) of 
the Act.

The order dated 31.08.2018 
has been challenged by the 
Flat Buyer before NCLAT.

Verdict of NCLAT:
It has been opined by the 

bench that CCI has very lim-
ited jurisdiction to direct for 
further investigation under 
Section 26 of the Act, 2002. 
If it has been recommended 
by the DG that there being 
no contravention of the Act, 
2002, then CCI shall invite 
objections or suggestions 
under Section 26(5). There-

fore, it has been directed by 
the CCI for further investi-
gation under Section 26(7) if 
deemed necessary.

The order dated 31.08.2018 
has been set aside by the 
bench since the same was 
primarily passed on the 
supplementary investiga-
tion report submitted by the 
DG, which was conducted 
on a void order of the CCI. 
It has been declared by the 
bench that all the subse-
quent proceeding after the 
submission of the 1st report 
by the DG dated 18.03.2016 
as void.

Accordingly, the matter 
was remitted back to the CCI 
to pass fresh order on the 
basis of the 1st DG Report 
dated 18.03.2016. It has been 
directed by the CCI to exam-
ine the entire issue and pass 
appropriate order in accor-
dance with law, after giving 
opportunity of being heard 
to all concerned within a pe-
riod of three months.

in court

NCLAT Delhi: Sets aside CCI orders 
giving clean chit to DLF, remanded 
matter to CCI for fresh consideration 
TDG NeTwork

A PIL has been filled in the Bom-
bay High Court in the case Anubha 
Srivastava Sahai v. National Testing 
Agency and Ors observed wherein 
seeking deferment of the upcoming 
JEE Mains examination. Before the 
court, it also challenges the eligibil-
ity criterion of 75 percent marks in 
Class XII.

The present plea has been filed by 
one Anubha Srivastava wherein it is 
contended in the plea that the respon-
dent no. 1 (National Testing Agency) 
had failed to appreciate the fact that 
many students who are appearing for 
the upcoming exams are the students 
from the batches of the pandemic pe-
riod. Therefore, those students are 
being evaluated on different scales or 
parameters which necessarily don’t 

reflect the actual capabilities of the 
candidates.

In the present case, the Public In-
terest Litigation filed challenges a 
notification issued by the National 
Testing Agency (NTA) on 15.12.2022. 
declaring the dates of JEE Mains, 
24.01.2023 and for providing of the 
minimum eligibility criteria.

It has been contended in the plea 
that many candidates are from batch-
es that were assessed on the basis of 
performance in the previous years 
as the board exams were cancelled 
due to COVID pandemic. Therefore, 
as per the petition the marks scored 
by such documents being not a true 
reflection of their actual ability. As 
these being the students with less 
than 75% marks but could perform 
well in JEE Mains and if fair chance 
is denied to them, it will affect the 

future of lakhs for bright students.
The court observed that the mini-

mum eligibility criteria was not 
applicable for academic years 2021-
2022 and 2022-2023. It has been 
stated in the plea that the NTA no-
tification came at the end of the cur-
rent academic year and suddenly, 
the eligibility criteria should not be 
changed as the students have been 
preparing for the exam with the ex-
pectation that it will be the same as 
that of last year.

The petition stated that the notifica-
tion has been issued at a short notice 
of only 40 days as compared to the 
usual 3 to 4 months in the previous 
years and there is a clash in sched-
ule with the board practical exami-
nations, pre-board examinations, 
internal assessments, vivas, etc. of 
various boards.

Further, the plea stated that many 
other competitive exams are also 
scheduled in January 2023 and will 
clash with JEE Mains. The interview 
of NDA SSB has been scheduled for 
January 23 to 27, 2023, and according 
to the petition, the students appear-
ing for JEE Mains may miss out on 
the same.

The plea seeks direction to the NTA 
to relax the minimum eligibility cri-
teria of 75% in the 12th standard for 
JEE Mains general category candi-
dates and 65% for candidates belong-
ing to the scheduled castes and the 
scheduled tribes.

The plea has also sought directions 
to the NTA to reschedule JEE Mains 
to April 2023 or any other conve-
nient dates after discussing with 
all the state boards along with the 
stakeholders.

in court

Bombay High Court: PIL challenging 75% 
marks eligibility criteria for JEE mains, 
Seeks deferment of exams to April 2023
TDG NeTwork
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The Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways has published 
the annual report ‘Road ac-

cidents in India — 2021’. The report 
provides information on various fac-
ets of road accidents in the country 
during the calendar year 2021. This 
report is based on the data/informa-
tion received from police depart-
ments of States/Union Territories 
collected on calendar year basis in 
standardized formats as provided 
by the United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (UNESCAP) under 
the Asia Pacific Road Accident Data 
(APRAD) base project. It consists 
of ten sections and covers informa-
tion relating to road accidents in the 
context of road length and vehicular 
population.

As per the report, there were 
4,12,432 unfortunate incidences of 
road accidents during 2021 which 
claimed 1, 53,972 lives and caused 
injuries to 3, 84,448 persons. Dur-
ing the previous year 2020, country 
saw an unprecedented decrease in 
accidents, fatalities and injuries. This 
was due to the unusual outbreak of 
COVID-19 pandemic and resultant 
stringent nation-wide lockdown par-
ticularly during March-April, 2020 
followed by gradual unlocking and 
phasing out of the containment 
measures. Major indicators relat-
ed with accidents have performed 
better in 2021 when compared to 
2019. Road accidents decreased by 
8.1 percent and injuries decreased 
by 14.8 percent in 2021 compared 
to 2019. Fatalities, however, on ac-
counts of road accidents increased 
by 1.9 percent in 2021 correspond-
ing to the same period in 2019.

India is committed to bring 
down fatalities caused by road 
accidents. As the road accidents 
are multi-causal which requires 
multi-pronged measures to miti-

gate the problems through con-
certed efforts of all agencies of 
both Central Government and 
State Governments. The Ministry, 
along with related organizations 
and stakeholders has formulated a 
multi-pronged strategy to address 
the issue of road safety based on 
Education, Engineering (both of 
roads and vehicles), Enforcement 
and Emergency Care.

In this direction the Ministry of 
Road Transport & Highways, has 
implemented a scheme, “Grant of 
Financial Assistance for Adminis-
tering Road Safely Advocacy and 
Awards for the Outstanding Work 
Done in the Field of Road Safety”. 
Advancement of Vehicle Engi-
neering play a major role in taking 
efficient Road Safety measures, 
therefore, Crash Safety Norm of 

the vehicles have been revised. To 
strengthen the system of driver 
licensing and training to improve 
the competence and capability 
of drivers, Ministry is setting up 
model Institutes of Driving Train-
ing and Research (IDTR) Centres. 
Also, The Motor Vehicles (Amend-
ment) Act, 2019, expected to bring 
reforms in the various segments 
such as enforcement of Road Safety 
norms and guidelines, bring citizen 
facilitation, transparency, and re-
duce corruption with the help of in-
formation technology and removing 
intermediaries. A central repository, 
Integrated Road Accident Database 
(iRAD) system has been developed 
by Ministry for reporting, manage-
ment, claim processing and analysis 
of road accidents data to enhance 
road safety in the Country.

The purpose of this publication 
is to present an in-depth analysis 
and overview of the road accidents 
in India. The data and analysis on 
road accidents contained in this 
volume will help create awareness, 
formulate suitable policy, take effec-
tive measures and also assist in in-
formed decision making in the area 
of road safety. Success of road safety 
initiatives requires active coop-
eration and participation of all the 
stakeholders. The ministry hopes 
that the data on road accidents and 
the basic analysis contained in this 
report will be useful to administra-
tors, policy makers, civil society or-
ganizations as well as researchers in 
analysis of road safety issues leading 
to appropriate policy interventions 
to achieve reduction in road acci-
dents and resultant fatalities

In a major breakthrough for 
WAPCOS, a Government of 
India Enterprise under the 
Ministry of Jal Shakti, the 
Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) in its report released 
on Annual Procurement, 
ranked WAPCOS as Top 
amongst Consulting Servic-
es Firm in Water and other 
Infrastructure Sectors, with 
highest sanctioned financed 
amount. 

In another report on its 
Members’ Fact Sheet - 2022 
released by the ADB, WAP-
COS figured amongst the Top 
3 Consultants from India in-
volved in Consulting Services 
Contracts under ADB Loan, 
Grant and Technical As-
sistance Projects in Energy, 
Transport and Water & other 

Urban Infrastructure Sectors.  
WAPCOS is the only Indian 
Public Sector featuring in the 
above categories.

WAPCOS is a leading tech-
nology driven Consultancy 

and Engineering, Procure-
ment and Construction (EPC) 
organization in the fields of 
Water Resources, Power and 
Infrastructure Development. 

Apart from India, the Com-

pany has successfully com-
pleted/on-going consultancy 
assignments in more than 51 
Countries covering Asia, Af-
rica, CIS, Pacific Islands and 
South America.

The Allahabad High Court 
in the case Krishna Kant 
vs. State of U.P observed 
that it is not for the court, 
in the matter of bail for 
forming any opinion on the 
basis of the evidence given 
by the hostile witnesses as 
it would be amounting for 
evaluating the evidence.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Shekhar Kumar Yadav 
observed and has rejected 
the second petition moved 
by a  murder  accused 
(Krishna Kant) on the new 
ground that since 2 of the 
witnesses of last seen evi-
dence have not supported 
the case of prosecution and 
have been declared hostile, 
thus, bail should be grant-
ed to him.

The court observed that 
stressing the hospitality of 
the witnesses cannot be a 
new ground for granting 
of bail to the accused ap-
plicant.

Thus, the court remarked 
that if any opinion is taken 
on the basis of the evidence 
given by the hostile wit-
nesses, it amounts to evalu-
ating the evidence by this 
Court, which being imper-
missible while deciding the 
bail application under Sec-

tion 439 of Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure. Therefore, it 
being a well settles princi-
ple that the conviction can 
be recorded by trial court 
based on the evidence of 
the of the Investigating Of-
ficer also. Thus, the ground 
urged cannot be considered 
for granting bail to accused 
applicant.

Facts oF the case
The applicant has been ac-
cused with the aid of a co-
accused on June 1, 2018 for 
killing the deceased (Gov-
ind). In the morning June 
2, 2018, the dead body was 
found on the morning and 
that is when the informant 
i.e., who being the father 
of the deceased lodged an 
FIR.

In the present case, the 
case of prosecution rests on 
the last seen evidence of the 
informant and other wit-
nesses, who have stated in 
their statements under Sec-
tion 161 of Code of Criminal 
Procedure that they have 
seen the deceased accom-
panying the accused per-
sons on June 1, 2018.

In the case, a chargesheet 
has been filled against the 
applicant or accused under 
Section 302 and earlier, the 
High Court in November 
2019 rejected the appli-

cant’s bail plea.
However, the second bail 

plea has been moved by 
him on the ground that 
the two last seen witnesses 
have turned hostile and the 
applicant is in jail for more 
than three years, thus, even 
if all the witnesses are be-
ing examined, the possi-
bility of the ending in the 
conviction of the applicant 
is very remote and the ap-
plicant may be enlarged on 
bail.

It has further been sub-
mitted by AGA that though 
two of the witnesses of last 
seen evidence have turned 
hostile and the informant 
(P.W-3) has also not sup-
ported the case of the pros-
ecution. Therefore, the trial 
court would be at a liberty 
for taking a view whether 
to convict the accused or 
not based on the other evi-
dence given by other wit-
nesses during the trial.

The court while taking 
into account this submis-
sion and observing that the 
hostility of the witnesses 
cannot be a new ground 
for granting bail to the ac-
cused-applicant.

Accordingly, the court re-
jected the new ground for 
bail and it has been direct-
ed to the trial court to expe-
dite the trial in the case.

Rajnath Singh, Raksha 
Mantri, Govt of India today 
emphasized that the govern-
ment is working and com-
mitted to increase the de-
fense production target from 
current US$ 12 billion to US$ 
22 billion by 2025. “You (in-
dustry) can imagine, with 
this kind of growth, how 
many opportunities will be 
available for the Indian in-
dustry,” he added.

Addressing the FICCI’s 
95th Annual Convention & 
AGM, Raksha Mantri said 
that in order to increase the 
participation of our domes-
tic industry, the govern-
ment has reserved a certain 
portion of defense capital 
acquisition for domestic 
procurement. “Out of the 
total defence capital bud-
get outlay, 68 per cent of it 
is reserved for indigenous 
procurement by domestic 
industry and 25 per cent of 
it is reserved for the private 
sector. The results of these 
have now started appearing 
and more measures will be 

announced soon,” he em-
phasized.

The government, he said, 
is also working to provide 
market access to the domes-
tic industry to make them 
Aatmanirbhar. Raksha 
Mantri also stated that in 
the last few years there has 
been a continuous increase 
in defence exports. The gov-

ernment has already taken 
a series of steps including 
simplifying the FDI norms 
which has been increased 
to 74 per cent via automatic 
route and 100 per cent via 
government route, added 
Raksha Mantri.

Singh also urged the do-
mestic industry and foreign 
OEMs to invest in Indian 
defence sector by focusing 
on R&D, bringing in newer 
technologies and capital. He 
added that India is making 
defence products not just for 
the domestic market but also 
to meet the global require-
ments. “The world is wait-
ing for the products made in 
India,” he stated.

Raksha Mantri also em-
phasized that technology 
is a critical component in 
strengthening the country’s 
economy. In the last 8 years, 
India has realized its poten-

tial and continues to march 
towards a new goal and the 
world today is looking at 
India for support, he reiter-
ated.

He stated that in the last 9 
years, India has moved from 
the group of ‘fragile 5’ econ-
omies to ‘fabulous 5 world 
economies’ and registered 
itself as one of the fastest 
growing economies.

Sanjiv Mehta, President, 
FICCI said thanked the 
government for ushering 
in reforms in the process of 
defence acquisition and fa-
cilitating ease of doing busi-
ness through the revision of 
the DPP 2016 as DAP 2020. 
He further assured Indus-
try’s unstinted support for 
achieving the goal of ‘Aat-
manirbhar Raksha Utpad-
han’.

Subhrakant Panda, Pres-
ident-Elect, FICCI said that 
the government’s focus on 
‘Make In India’ and ‘Make 
for the World’ is an impres-
sive strategic move towards 
shedding its historical status 
of one the largest importer of 
defence equipment to a net 
exporter.

Ministry of Road 
Transport &Highways 
-Annual report ‘Road 
accidents in India’

ADB rAnks WAPCOs AmOngst tOP 
COnsulting serviCes Firm in WAter AnD 
Other inFrAstruCture seCtOrs

Hostility of the witness 
cannot be a new ground for 
granting bail to an accused 

gOvt COmmitteD tO AChieve DeFenCe 
PrODuCtiOn tArget OF us$ 22 BilliOn By 
2025: rAjnAth singh, rAkshA mAntri

rePOrt

FinAnCe

AllAhABAD high COurt

DeFenCe

•   (ADB) in its report released on Annual Procurement, ranked WAPCOS as Top amongst Consulting Services Firm in 
Water and other Infrastructure Sectors, with highest sanctioned financed amount

•   WAPCOS figured amongst the Top 3 Consultants from India involved in Consulting Services Contracts under ADB 
Loan, Grant and Technical Assistance Projects in Energy, Transport and Water & other Urban Infrastructure Sectors

•   WAPCOS is a leading technology driven Consultancy and Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) organi-
zation in the fields of Water Resources, Power and Infrastructure Development

•   The Company has successfully completed/on-going consultancy assignments in more than 51 Countries covering 
Asia, Africa, CIS, Pacific Islands and South America

•   68 per cent of Defence budget earmarked for indi-
genization procurement & 25 per cent of it for private 
sector

•  World is now waiting for the products made in India; 
Foreign OEMs to increase investment in Indian de-
fence production sector
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As per the report, there were 4,12,432 unfortunate incidences of road 
accidents during 2021 which claimed 1, 53,972 lives and caused injuries 
to 3, 84,448 persons. During the previous year 2020, country saw 
an unprecedented decrease in accidents, fatalities and injuries. 
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INBOUND TRAVELLERS

HONg KONg TO ScRAp cOVID-19 TEST 
fOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVELLERS

Hong Kong on Wednesday 
announced it will scrap the 
mandatory Covid-19 test for 
international travellers, Re-
uters reported citing local 
broadcaster TVB.

Hong Kong also said that 
the city’s pass required to 
enter most venues would 
also be scrapped. Hong 
Kong leader John Lee is ex-
pected to make an official 
announcement today at 3:30 
pm (0730 GMT), according 
to Reuters.

The expected announce-
ment comes after Lee said 
on Saturday that Hong 
Kong would reopen its bor-
ders with mainland China by 
mid-January.

This comes two days after 
China announced an end to 
the coronavirus quarantine 
rule for inbound travellers 
from January 8, reported Re-
uters. The National Health 
Commission scrapped the 
rule which had been in place 
since the start of the pan-
demic three years ago.

China’s management of 
COVID-19 will also be down-
graded to the less strict Cat-
egory B from the current top-
level Category A, the health 
authority said in a statement.

However, travellers will 
still require a negative poly-
merase chain reaction (PCR) 
test to enter the country, re-
ported Reuters.

Further, the National 
Health Commission also 
stopped announcing daily 
Covid-19 cases on Sunday, 
and passed the baton to a 
disease control agency, a 
practice more in line with 
the management of lower-
level infectious diseases.

Authorities will also no 
longer refer to Covid-19 as a 
form of pneumonia. While 
Covid-19 has always been 
a category B infectious dis-
ease in China - a class that 
also includes HIV, viral 
hepatitis, and H7N9 bird flu 
- authorities have managed 
it as category A, empower-
ing local governments to im-
pose strong measures such 
as lockdowns, isolation, and 

quarantine, reported Re-
uters.

It also allows them to enlist 
law enforcement to aid with 
disease control.

Although the covid-19 
cases are increasing, China 
still decided to scrap the 
mandatory requirements 
for international travelers. 
In particular, starting from 
November 24, restrictive 
measures were tightened 
in a number of China’s ma-
jor cities, including Beijing 
and Shanghai. Against this 
background, some Chinese 
cities -- Shanghai, Beijing, 
Guangzhou, Wuhan, and 
others -- were hit by mass 
protests. The rioters de-
manded the immediate lift-
ing of lockdowns, the aboli-
tion of regular PCR testing, 
and the easing of COVID-19 
restrictions.

On Friday, media reported 
that about 37 million people 
in China could have con-
tracted COVID-19 on a single 
day last week, making the 
country’s outbreak the larg-
est in the world. 

Chinese  hospita ls 
grapple with pres-
sure with the increase 

of the hospitalisations due to 
surge in the number of Covid 
cases. The pandemic drained 
the resources while the scale 
of the outbreak and doubts 
over official data prompted 
some countries to consider 
new travel rules on Chinese 
visitors. 

China very abruptly start-
ed lifting the restrictions 
dismantling the world’s 
strictest COVID regime of 
lockdowns and extensive 
testing, putting its battered 
economy on course for a 
complete re-opening next 
year. The restrictions were 
lifted following a massive 
nationwide protest which 
also means that the disease 
is spreading unchecked and 

apparently infecting mil-
lions of people a day, accord-
ing to some international 
health experts.  The speed at 
which China, the last major 
country in the world moving 
towards treating the virus as 
endemic, has scrapped CO-
VID rules has left its fragile 
health system overwhelmed. 
The hospitals are witnessing 
long queues while most of 

those arriving in ambulanc-
es were given oxygen to help 
with their breathing.  Ac-
cording to a pharmacy staff 
member, the hospitals have 
run out of the covid drugs 
and are providing medicines 
associated with symptoms 
such as coughing.  China has 
said it only counts deaths of 
COVID patients caused by 
pneumonia and respiratory 

failure as COVID-related. 
In a major step towards 

freer travel, China will stop 
requiring inbound travel-
lers to go into quarantine 
from Jan. 8, authorities said 
this week, prompting many 
Chinese, cut off from the 
world for so long, to check 
travel platforms.  extra trav-
el requirements for Chinese 
visitors. 

‘EXTREMELY BUSY’

cHINA’S HOSpITALS SwAMpED wITH pATIENTS AS 
cOVID SpREADS UNcHEcKED
TDG NETWORK
Beijing 

Scrapping Covid rules has left country’s fragile healthcare system overwhelmed. 

Over the Christmas holiday, 
heavy snowfall in northern 
Japan and other regions of 
the nation claimed the lives 
of at least 17 people and in-
jured over 90 others, CNN 
reported on Tuesday citing 
the authorities.

Strong winter fronts have 
pounded parts of Japan 
hard with heavy snow, es-
pecially around the west 
coast, according to meteo-
rological officials, strand-
ing cars on the roads and 
delaying delivery services 
since mid-December. Citing 
an official associated with 
Japan’s Fire and Disaster 
Management Agency, CNN 
stated a woman in her 70s 
died after she was buried 
underneath the snow that 
fell off a roof in Nagai city, 
Yamagata prefecture. The 
cause of her death was due 
to the excessive piling up of 
snow, higher than 80 cen-
timeters (2.6 feet) by Satur-

day. Last week, the Japan 
Meteorological Agency re-
ported that snow accumu-
lation in some areas was far 
above average.

The weather has been 
becoming worse in Japan 
over the past few years. 
While areas of the south 
were hammered by tor-
rential rains from a violent 
typhoon in September, 
the northeastern regions 
of Hokkaido experienced 
severe snowstorms in De-
cember, CNN reported.

Harsh winters have not 
only claimed lives in Ja-
pan but also across US 
where the death toll has 
crossed 50. Several homes 
and businesses have been 
knocked out of power due 
to harsh weather condi-
tions in the US, Al Jazeera 
reported.

As a consequence of the 
Arctic blast and the winter 
storm, numerous people 
have died and suffered 
weather-related road acci-
dents or the cold. 

Heavy rains and flash floods over Christmas claimed 13 
lives in Philippines, with a further 23 missing who are 
believed to be fishermen, Al Jazeera reported on Tues-
day citing the country’s disaster management council.

The calamity not only wreaked havoc in the coun-
try but also pushed more than 45,000 people into 
evacuation centers for shelter. The fishermen who are 
reportedly missing went out to sea despite the dan-
gers associated with bad weather, the disaster agency 
said. According to local media, twelve roads were sub-
merged by overflowing rivers on Tuesday, and more 
than 20 locations in the impacted area were still with-
out power.

The heavy rains, followed by flash floods occurred 
as a result of a shear line -- an area where warm and 
cold winds meet and lead to the formation of huge rain 
clouds, as per the country’s weather bureau, Philippine 
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA) which further stated that 
rain-induced landslides are likely in some areas.

The fatalities included a one-year-old girl and a 
64-year-old man who drowned in separate events in 
the province of Camarines Sur, which is located about 
270 km (168 miles) southeast of Manila. In the south-
ern province of Misamis Occidental, four additional 
people are said to have perished, including a 68-year-
old woman who had a heart attack after being rescued, 
according to Al Jazeera.

Rescue efforts are still ongoing, and the impact on 
agriculture is being evaluated.

wEATHER HAVOc

Heavy snow in Japan 
kills 17, dozens wounded

Floods in Philippines 
claim 13 lives

BLAME gAME

Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov 
blames US for Ukraine crisis

The United States is respon-
sible for the Ukraine crisis 
as America seeks to reap the 
biggest benefits from it in 
economic and military-stra-
tegic terms, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov said, 
according to a statement re-
leased by the Russian Em-
bassy in India.

In an interview with Rus-
sian news agency TASS, 
Lavrov said, “The actions of 
the countries of the collec-
tive West and Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, who is controlled 
by them, confirm the global 
nature of the Ukraine crisis. 
It is no longer a secret that 
victory over Russia “on the 
battlefield” is the strategic 
goal of the United States and 
its NATO allies.” “The United 
States is the main beneficiary 
of the military conflict as it 
seeks to reap the biggest ben-
efits from it in economic and 
military-strategic terms. At 
the same time, Washington 
is addressing an important 

geopolitical goal, which is to 
destroy the traditional ties 
between Russia and Europe 
and to overpower its Euro-
pean satellites even more,” he 
added.

He further said that the US 
is planning to order for its 
defence industry for years to 
come, which raised the bar on 
military spending to cover the 
needs of the Ukrainian forces, 
and wants other members of 
the anti-Russia alliance to do 
the same. Kyiv is currently 
receiving the most advanced 
weapons, including samples 
that have not yet been put into 
service in the Western armies 
apparently in order to see how 
they will do in combat condi-
tions, according to the state-
ment. The volume of military 
aid provided to the Ukrainian 
regime has exceeded USD 40 
billion since February, which 
is comparable to the military 
budgets of many European 
countries. Recalling the No-
vember 15 incident when a 
Ukrainian air defence missile 
landed in Poland, Lavrov said 
that at that time Zelenskyy 

tried unsuccessfully to pass it 
off as a Russian missile. Fortu-
nately, Washington and Brus-
sels were smart enough not to 
take the bait, but the incident 
showed that the regime will 
stop at nothing.

Responding to a question 
over the possibility of the 
nuclear rhetoric becoming 
more aggressive in the coming 
year, Lavrov said, “On the one 
hand, they keep spinning the 
irresponsible narrative that 
Russia is about to use nuclear 
weapons against Ukraine, and 
citing some statements by the 
Russian political leadership. 
In reality, there have been no 
such statements.”

He also said that the West is 
sending out openly confron-
tational signals in the nuclear 
sphere. It appears that they 
have brushed all propriety 
aside completely. Calling for-
mer UK Prime Minister Liz 
Truss “infamous,” the Rus-
sian Foreign Minister said 
that she made a remarkable 
statement during the pre-
election debates that she was 
ready to order a nuclear strike.

‘fULL SUppORT’

Italian PM Meloni pledges support 
for Ukraine, its future reconstruction

Italian Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni on Tuesday 
reaffirmed the Italian gov-
ernment’s “full support” 
for Ukraine in the political, 
military, economic, and hu-
manitarian fields as the on-
going war in Ukraine has 
caused widespread devas-
tation, Al Jazeera reported.

Meloni extended support 
to the war-stricken country 
following a phone call with 
Zelenskyy and pledged sup-
port for Kyiv and reiterated 
its commitment to achieving 
a “just peace” for Ukraine. 
“[Prime Minister] Meloni 
renewed the Italian govern-
ment’s full support for Kyiv 
in the political, military, 
economic and humanitar-
ian fields, to repair energy 
infrastructure and [to work] 
for the future reconstruc-
tion of Ukraine,” Al Jazeera 
reported citing the official 
statement.

Following the call, Zelen-
skyy thanked Meloni via 

social media for her “soli-
darity and comprehensive 
support” and said Italy was 
considering providing Kyiv 
with air defense systems.

“Thanked @GiorgiaMelo-
ni for solidarity and com-
prehensive support for. 
Commended government’s 
allocation of additional 
EUR10 million in aid. Mrs. 
Meloni informed that the is-
sue of providing air defense 
systems to protect skies is 
being considered. We dis-

cussed #PeaceFormula,” 
Zelenskyy tweeted.

Earlier on Monday, in a 
telephone conversation 
with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday exchanged 
views about the ongoing 
conflict in Ukraine. PM 
Modi strongly reiterated 
his call for an immediate 
cessation of hostilities, say-
ing that both sides should 
revert to dialogue and di-

plomacy to find a lasting so-
lution to their differences, 
read Prime Minister’s Office 
press release.

He also conveyed India’s 
support for any peace efforts 
and assured India’s commit-
ment to continue providing 
humanitarian assistance for 
the affected civilian popula-
tion, added the release.

Zelenskyy, in a phone call 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday, sought In-
dia’s help in the implemen-
tation of a peace formula 
with Russia.

“I had a phone call with 
PM Modi & wished a suc-
cessful G20 presidency. It 
was on this platform that 
I announced the peace 
formula and now I count 
on India’s participation in 
its implementation. I also 
thanked for humanitarian 
aid and support in the UN,” 
tweeted the Ukrainian Pres-
ident.

Meanwhile, the President 
of Ukraine conveyed his 
best wishes for India’s Presi-
dency of the G20.

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni

top of the day

4.7 AND 5.3 
MAgNITUDE 
EARTHqUAKES 
STRIKE NEpAL
KATHMAnDU: Two 
earthquakes of magnitude 
4.7 and 5.3 hit nepal’s 
Baglung district in early 
hours of Wednesday, ac-
cording to the national 
earthquake Monitor-
ing & Research Center 
(neMRC), nepal. As per 
the readings from the 
center, an earthquake 
measuring 4.7 occurred 
around Adhikari Chaur of 
Baglung District at 01:23 
(local time). “An earth-
quake of ml 4.7 occurred 
around Adhikari Chaur of 
Baglung District at 01:23 
on 2079/09/13 neMRC/
DMg,” neMRC tweeted. 
The second earthquake 
of magnitude 5.3 on the 
Richter scale reportedly 
struck around Khunga of 
Baglung District at 02:07 
(local time), neMRC, 
nepal tweeted. An 
earthquake of ml 5.3 oc-
curred around Khunga of 
Baglung District at 02:07 
on 2079/09/13 neMRC/
DMg.” no loss of lives 
and properties has been 
reported yet. 

BOB MARLEY’S 
gRANDSON 
pASSES AwAY  
AT 31
LOS AngeLeS: it’s a sad 
day for the Marley family 
as they mourn the passing 
of a young family member. 
jo Mersa Marley, the 
grandson of famed Reg-
gae musician Bob Marley, 
died recently, as per a 
report by US-based news 
portal, The new York Post. 
jo, who was also a reggae 
musician of jamaican-
American heritage, was 
found unresponsive in a 
vehicle, The Post cited a 
tweet by journalist Abka 
Fitz-Henley. The rea-
son for the death of the 
‘Hurting inside’ singer 
was confirmed to be an 
asthma attack, The nY 
Post cited an instagram 
post of South Florida radio 
station, WZPP. The ‘Burn it 
Down’ singer spent much 
of his early life in jamaica. 
Subsequently, he moved 
to Florida to attend high 
school. He later attended 
Miami Dade College to 
study studio engineering, 

‘THE cROwN’ 
AcTOR STEpHEN 
gREIf pASSES 
AwAY AT 78
WASHingTOn: Veteran 
actor Stephen greif, best 
known for his roles 
in projects like BBC’s 
Blake’s 7, Citizen Smith 
and eastenders as well 
as netflix’s The Crown, 
has passed away at age 
of 78. His representatives 
announced the news of 
his demise via a Twitter 
post and no cause of death 
was revealed. His death 
was announced online on 
Monday by his representa-
tives at Michelle Braidman 
Associates. “With great 
sadness we announce the 
death of our wonderful 
client Stephen greif. His 
extensive career included 
numerous roles on screen 
and stage, including at the 
national Theatre, RSC and 
in the West end. We will 
miss him dearly, and our 
thoughts are with his fam-
ily and friends,” the talent 
agency’s Twitter site said. 
greif had a long career 
that included work in the-
atre, television, and film. 
greif began his career as a 
theatre actor in the 1960s 
and early 1970s. 
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•   Healthcare system stretched 
beyond limits

•   Hospitals swarmed with  
patients

•   Daily hospitalizations hitting 
70,000

•  Insufficient stock of blood

•   Crematoriums crowded with 
furnaces burning 

FeareD Death 

pANDEMIc fURY wORSENS 

(Source -  institute for Health Metrics and evaluation at the University of Washington, Seattle.)

1.6 million by end of 2023

5,00,000  by april 2023
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Beijing expects China-Saudi summit to 
indicate its ‘arrival in Middle East’: Report

US announces TikTok ban on all 
House-managed devices  

Pakistan’s security per-
sonnel arrested the lead-
ers of the people protest-
ing against illegal fishing 
in Balochistan’s Gwadar, 
following a clash with the 
protesters, according to The 
Balochistan Post.

Taking to Twitter, The 
Balochistan Post said, 
“Gwadar: clashes taking 
place between protesters 
and security forces as pro-
tests against illegal fishing 
turn violent after protest 
leaders were arrested.” In 
the first week of Decem-
ber also, people protested 
against the illegal deep-sea 
fishing under the banner 
of “Give Gwadar its rights,” 
Geo-Politik reported. The 
harassment of local resi-
dents at security check-
points demonstrates the 
frustration of people against 
the “failures of the promised 
development in the region.” 
Protesters believe that their 
livelihood has been taken 

from them and they feel 
abandoned. Maulana Hi-
dayat ur Rehman, Secretary 
General of Jamaat-e-Islami 
Baluchistan, has expressed 
solidarity with the protest-
ing fishermen, as per the 
Geo-Politik report. Maula-
na Hidayat ur Rehman has 
said that 90 per cent of the 
population in Gwadar com-
prises fishermen.

Some act iv ists  have 
claimed that the fishermen 
communities in coastal 
parts of Balochistan have 

not been given proper com-
pensation. Javed Hussain 
Shah, an Islamabad-based 
scholar of BRI projects in 
Pakistan said, “Gwadar’s 
people have shown their 
frustration over the empty 
dreams Beijing had sold to 
them at the expense of their 
gains.”

Along coasts in Balo-
chistan, multiple subsis-
tence-level fishing com-
munities have lived for 
centuries and these people 
have been living close to 

the poverty line, as per the 
Geo-Politik report. Many of 
these fishing communities 
were shifted to nearby vil-
lages before and during the 
construction of the Gwadar 
projects. The people were 
relocated to nearby villages 
as their own villages came 
under the areas marked for 
the port.

Fishermen who do not 
agree to give up their an-
cestral land were forcefully 
shifted. The relocation has 
snatched fishermen’s power 
to negotiate a suitable price 
for their land and further 
moved them toward pov-
erty, as per the news report.

The relocation has re-
sulted in protests and 
blockades in Karachi and 
Gwadar. People are afraid 
of the continuation of forced 
relocation in already satu-
rated villages which does 
not have the space and 
readiness to welcome and 
accommodate them. It has 
further enhanced anger 
and resentment. As per the 

Geo-politik report, people 
also showcase resentment 
in Gwadar as they every day 
need to prove their identity 
by repeatedly showing their 
identity proofs to enter the 
city. The reluctance makes 
the people believe that they 
will not get their share of de-
velopment funds. KB Firaq, 
President of the Gwadar 
Educational Welfare Soci-
ety, said, “The Gwadar fish-
ermen are not allowed near 
the port boundaries. Thou-
sands of fishermen have 
been asked to leave the har-
bor,” Geo-Politik reported.

The situation is further 
aggravated due to the is-
suance of fishing licenses 
to Chinese trawlers by the 
government. The govern-
ment’s move has badly im-
pacted their livelihood and 
it has resulted in discontent. 
Activists have stressed that 
roads in Gwadar are not be-
ing developed while roads 
in Punjab are being devel-
oped under the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor . 

China’s quiet foray into the 
Middle East in December, 
as the world focused on the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict, 
sought to take advantage of 
the current discord between 
the United States and the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to 
convert its existing bilateral 
relationship with the latter 
into a strategic one, accord-
ing to a report in Asian Lite.

The report said: “The Chi-
na-Saudi summit tells the 
West that the Arabs have 
somebody else to look up 
to while the Chinese expect 
the summit to indicate that 
they have finally arrived in 
the region.” Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in Decem-
ber, paid an official visit to 
Riyadh to attend the first 
China-Arab States Summit 
and the China-GCC Sum-
mit, setting aside worries 
of an uncontrollable virus 

outbreak in his country. He 
also paid a state visit to Sau-
di Arabia at the invitation of 
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

The Saudis gave Xi a warm 
welcome. His plane after it 
entered Saudi Arabia’s air-
space, was escorted by four 
fighter jets from the Royal 
Saudi Air Force and six 
Saudi Hawk jets from the 
royal aerobatic team after it 
entered Riyadh’s airspace.

The Chinese President 
was greeted by the Gov-
ernor of Riyadh Province 
Prince Faisal bin Bandar 
Al Saud, Foreign Minister 
Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
Al Saud, and Minister Yasir 
Al-Rumayyan who works 
on China’s affairs.

“In Riyadh, Xi assured the 
Saudis that his intentions in 
seeking to strengthen ties in 
the Middle East were noble. 
He talked about the need to 
“consolidate political mu-

tual trust and firmly sup-
port each other’s core inter-
ests” and “jointly uphold 
the principle of non-inter-
ference in internal affairs, 
practice true multilateral-
ism, and defend the com-
mon interests of all develop-
ing countries”,” according 
to the Asian Lite report.

The report also said that: 
“Oil was Xi’s first priority is-
sue. He assured that China 
will “continue to import 
large quantities of crude oil 
on a long-term basis from 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries, and pur-
chase more Liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG)”. He said the 
Shanghai Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Exchange plat-
form will be fully utilized 
for RMB settlement in the 
oil and gas trade.”

Xi made several prom-
ises like building data and 
cloud computing centres 
with the GCC countries, 

strengthening 5G and 6G 
technology cooperation 
and implementing digital 
economy projects in com-
munication networks and 
cross-border e-commerce. 
The Arabs promised Xi that 
they will commit to the one-
China principle and will op-
pose any hostile acts against 
China. They also assured 
of jointly building the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI) 
projects. “President Xi was 
quick to reciprocate and say 
“the Palestinian issue bears 
on peace and stability in the 
Middle East...the historical 
injustices done to the Pales-
tinian people should not be 
left unattended indefinite-
ly”,” reported Asian Lite.

Xi spoke in support of 
the two-state solution and 
the principle of ‘land for 
peace’. Xi saw his efforts in 
the Middle East as a step 
towards South-South coop-
eration. 

The US House of Repre-
sentatives Committee on 
House Administration on 
Tuesday (local time) an-
nounced a ban on TikTok 
from all House-managed 
mobile devices, CBS News 
reported.

Citing “number of secu-
rity risks,” US House staff-
ers have been banned from 
downloading TikTok on 
House devices and must 
delete the app from any 
mobile device onto which 
it is currently downloaded, 
according to a memo from 
House Chief Administra-
tive Officer Catherine Sz-
pindor. With this move, the 
US House joins the list of a 
number of government en-
tities that have imposed the 
ban on the Chinese-owned 
social media app. Earlier in 
December, the Senate ap-
proved a measure that will 
ban all federal employees 
from downloading or us-
ing the application on gov-

ernment devices. Several 
states of the United States, 
including Texas, Georgia, 
Maryland, South Dakota, 
South Carolina and Ne-
braska, have banned Tik-
Tok from government de-
vices. The US military also 
banned its members from 
using the app on govern-
ment devices.

TikTok has faced growing 
concerns over national se-
curity due to Chinese par-
ent company ByteDance, as 
per the CBS News report. 
US officials have repeat-
edly said that the Chinese 
government could ask the 
company to share the data 
it gathers on its users.

Earlier in November, Fed-

eral Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) Director Christopher 
Wray said that they have 
national security concerns, 
including the possibility 
that the Chinese govern-
ment could use it to control 
data collection.

“We do have national 
security concerns,” CBS 
News quoted FBI Director 
Christopher Wray said.

“They include the pos-
sibility that the Chinese 
government could use it to 
control data collection on 
millions of users,” Christo-
pher Wray added.

The previous Trump ad-
ministration had warned 
that they will ban the app 
completely unless it was 
sold to an American com-
pany over potential secu-
rity and privacy threats, 
according to CBS News. 
However, the decision to 
ban the app was reversed 
by US President Joe Biden 
and he directed a govern-
ment review of foreign-
owned apps. 
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EDUCATION SUSPENDED 

EDUCATION INSTITUTES FACE ECONOMIC SLUMP AS TALIBAN 
SUSPENDS HIGHER EDUCATION FOR WOMEN IN AFGHANISTAN
Out of 140 Private 

universities that are 
functional in Afghan-

istan, at least 35 are at risk of 
collapse as the educational 
institutes in the country are 
facing an economic slump 
following the suspension of 
women attending universi-
ties by the Taliban, Tolo news 
reported. If female students 
are not permitted to enroll 
in classes, several university 
owners have warned that 
many other higher education 
institutions will have to close 
owing to financial difficulties. 
“The economic challenges 
have surged widely. Now that 
we are interviewing you, 30 
to 35 universities are facing 
major economic problems,” 
said Mohammad Karim 
Nasiri, media officer at the 
union, Tolo news reported.

On 24 December, the de fac-
to authorities issued a decree 
banning women from work-
ing in NGOs, TOLOnews re-
ported. This came after they 
had already suspended uni-
versity education for women 

and secondary schooling for 
girls until what they termed 
further notice. The UN rights 
office said NGOs and human-
itarian organizations provide 
critical life-saving services 
for many people in Afghani-
stan, providing food, water, 
shelter, and healthcare, and 
some critical programs, such 
as pre-and post-natal and 
infant care, are only pro-
vided by women. Many staff 
working for these NGOs are 
female and many of the or-
ganizations have women in 
leadership roles. They are 
essential partners for the UN 
and other agencies in the de-
livery of their humanitarian 

and development programs 
throughout the country.

Women are not permitted to 
attend universities under the 
Taliban regime in Afghani-
stan. Enayatullah Khalil Ha-
daf, the deputy head of Dawat 
Institution, said, “But we see 
the closure of the university 
as a temporary and we expect 
universities will be reopened 
and students will resume 
their study.” Taliban’s ban on 
higher education for women 
in Afghanistan has drawn 
widespread reactions from 
all across the globe. After 
the Taliban’s ban on women 
from working in non-gov-
ernmental organizations, 

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres expressed deep 
concern about the decision. 
Guterres stressed that the 
decision will undermine the 
work of various organiza-
tions helping those most vul-
nerable, particularly women 
and girls, Stephane Dujarric, 
Spokesperson for the UN 
Secretary-General said in a 
statement. “The Secretary-
General is deeply disturbed 
by the reported order of the 
de facto Taliban authorities 
banning women from work-
ing for national and inter-
national non-governmental 
organizations,” Stephane 
Dujarric said in a statement.

Qatar’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs in a statement 
also called on the Taliban to 
review its decision to allow 
women to work in the vari-
ous jobs available to them in 
the organizations.

“The State of Qatar ex-
presses its deep concern over 
the Afghan caretaker gov-
ernment’s decision to ban 
Afghan women from work-
ing in local and foreign non-
governmental organizations 

(NGOs) until further notice, 
under the pretext that some 

female employees do not 
adhere to the Islamic dress 

code set by the government 
for women,” Qatar’s Minis-

try of Foreign Affairs said in 
a statement.
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The country is facing serious educational challenges after ban.

People are protesting against the illegal fishing in Gwadar.

BILATERAL TIES

SECURITY RISKS

The Tokyo unit of US tech-
nology giant Apple has been 
slapped with USD 105 million 
(14 billion yen) in additional 
taxes over bulk duty-free 
sales of iPhone smartphones 
and other Apple devices to 
foreign visitors, Kyodo News 
reported.

Citing a source close to the 
matter Kyodo News reported 
that the Tokyo Regional Tax-
ation Bureau found Apple 
Japan’s approximately USD 
1,04,16,84,000 (140 billion 
yen) tax-exempt sales for 
two years through September 
2021 were made by fraudulent 
duty-free purchases to be 
resold for commercial pur-
poses. The taxation bureau, 
which began its investigation 
last year, found multiple un-
usual transactions, including 
a tourist purchasing several 
hundred devices at an Apple 

store, the Japanese news 
agency reported. The addi-
tional tax of USD 105 million 
(14 billion yen) imposed on un-
derreported sales, is believed 
to be the highest additional 
consumption tax charged on 
record for tax-free sales, as per 
the news report. Only foreign 
visitors who purchase souve-
nirs or daily goods within six 
months of arriving in Japan to 
take them abroad can do tax-
free shopping. The products 
are subject to taxation if they 
are bought to resell, as per the 
Kyodo News report. However, 
the stores need to assess the 
nature of purchases.

Certain goods like iPhones 
are said to be cheaper in Ja-
pan than in other nations. The 
tax bureau suspects vendors 
want to take advantage of 
Japan’s duty-free system by 
soliciting visitors to Japan to 
buy the products and then sell 
them abroad for profit.

The White House on Tues-
day called for ‘comprehen-
sive’ reforms in the US im-
migration system after the 
Supreme Court extended 
Trump-era border restric-
tion known as Title 42 as a 
result of which federal offi-
cials will be able to continue 
to swiftly expel migrants at 
US borders, CNN reported.

The court also agreed in 
its ruling to hear the states’ 
appeal this semester. Dur-
ing its argument session, 
which starts in February 
2023, the court stated that 
it would hear arguments on 
the case. However, for now, 
Republican-led states who 
sought the Supreme Court 
to intervene and quash a 
lower court decision order-
ing the termination of the 
authority have won with a 
5-4 decision. Notably, Title 42 

permits US border agents to 
immediately turn away mi-
grants who have crossed the 
southern border in the name 
of Covid-19 prevention. Pub-
lic health professionals and 
immigrant groups have long 
criticized the use of the pub-
lic health authority at the US 
southern border, claiming it 
is an improper justification 
for preventing immigrants 
from entering the country, 
according to CNN.

“Title 42 is a public health 
measure, not an immigration 
enforcement measure, and 
it should not be extended 
indefinitely. To truly fix our 
broken immigration system, 
we need Congress to pass 
comprehensive immigra-
tion reform measures like 
the ones President Biden 
proposed on his first day in 
office,” White House Press 
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre 
said in a statement.

TAXES SLAPPED TRUMP ERA

VIOLENT PROTEST

APPLE’S JAPAN UNIT GETS  
$105 MILLION TAX BILL FOR BULK 
SALE OF iPHONES TO TOURISTS

US CALLS FOR IMMIGRATION 
REFORMS AFTER SC EXTENDS 
BORDER RESTRICTIONS

LEADERS PROTESTING AGAINST ILLEGAL FISHING 
ARRESTED IN GWADAR, LEADS TO CLASH
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NEW YORK : The United Nations Se-
curity Council (UNSC) on Tuesday said 
that it is “deeply alarmed” by the reports 
that the Taliban have prohibited women 
and girls from attending universities, 
and it reiterated its serious concerns 
regarding the Taliban’s decision to close 
all schools up to and including the sixth 
grade.“The Security Council is deeply 
alarmed by reports that the Taliban 
have suspended access to universities 
for women and girls, and reiterated its 
deep concern about the suspension of 
schools beyond the sixth grade, and its 
call for the full, equal, and meaning-
ful participation of women and girls in 
Afghanistan,” the press statement of UN 
Security Council on Afghanistan read. 
Expressing concern over the situation 
of women in the war-torn country of Af-
ghanistan, the Security Council called on 
the Taliban to reopen schools and swiftly 
reverse these policies and practices, 
which represents an increasing erosion 
of fundamental freedoms of people 
in the country. The Taliban reportedly 
has also forbidden female employees 
of NGOs and international organiza-
tions from reporting to work, which, 

according to the Security Council would 
have a large and immediate impact on 
humanitarian activities in the country, 
including those of the UN. As per the 
Security Council, the statement said, 
“The Security Council is furthermore 
profoundly concerned by reports that the 
Taliban have banned female employees 
of NGOs and international organizations 
from going to work, which would have a 
significant and immediate impact on hu-
manitarian operations in the country, in-
cluding those of the UN, and the delivery 
of aid and health work, and that these 
restrictions contradict the commitments 
made by the Taliban to the Afghan 
people as well as the expectations of 
the international community.” It further 
reiterated its support to the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General 
and the United Nations Assistance Mis-
sion in Afghanistan (UNAMA) to carry 
out the mandate including monitoring 
and reporting on the situation in the 
war-ravaged nation which, at present is 
under the Taliban regime. The Council 
further called for keeping it updated on 
developments and continuing engage-
ment with all pertinent Afghan political 

actors and stakeholders, including 
competent authorities, in accordance 
with UNAMA’s mandate. “The Security 
Council reiterated its full support to the 
Special Representative of the Secretary-
General and the United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) 
and the importance of the Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General 
to carry out her mandate including 
through monitoring and reporting on the 
situation, and continued engagement 
with all relevant Afghan political actors 
and stakeholders, including relevant 
authorities, on these issues, consis-
tent with the mandate of UNAMA, and 
keeping the Security Council informed 
on progress,” the press release stated. 
After the Taliban’s ban on women from 
working in non-governmental organiza-
tions, UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres expressed deep concern about 
the decision. Guterres stressed that the 
decision will undermine the work of vari-
ous organizations helping those most 
vulnerable, particularly women and 
girls, Stephane Dujarric, Spokesperson 
for the UN Secretary-General said in a 
statement. 

‘DEEPLY ALARMED’: UNSC ON TALIBAN’S BAN OF WOMEN’S ACCESS TO UNIVERSITIES
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A female driver 
drives an E-auto 
during its launch 

for last-mile 
connectivity to 

Metro stations, 
in New Delhi on 
Tuesday. DMRC 

issued the permit 
to ETO motors 
after which 36 
E-autos were 

flagged off with all 
women drivers.

LAST MILE CONNECTIVITY

#RATANTATA

BIRTHDAY WISHES POUR IN FOR 
RATAN TATA ON HIS 85TH BIRTHDAY
On the occasion of Ratan Tata’s 85th birthday, netizens 
took to Twitter to share their wishes. The adoration for 
the entrepreneur was so much that #RatanTata took 
over top trends on Wednesday. 

Devendra Fadnavis shared a picture with Ratan Tata 
and tweeted, “Heartiest birthday greetings to the leg-
endary Shri Ratan Tata ji! Sir, wishing you a very long life 
and very good health!”

Prahlad Joshi tweeted, “Extending birthday greetings 
to Shri Ratan Tata Ji. His contribution to the Indian busi-
ness sector is unparalleled. Praying for his good health 
and long life. “

Aditya Thackeray tweeted, “Best wishes to Ratan Tata 
ji on his birthday. His passion for profession and com-
passionate nature is truly inspirational for us all.”

“The 
foundation 
stone of the 
Golden Temple 
was laid by 
Muslims. At 
the end of the 
day we are all 
Indians." 

— GHULAM NABI AZAD

BRAIN-PICKING

Former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister, spreading festive 
cheer and sending out a message of amity.

FANDOM

ALL EXPENSES-PAID TRIP FOR 
VIJAY DEVERAKONDA'S FANS
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Every Christmas, actor Vijay Deverakonda surprises his 
fans with his special thanksgiving gesture, #Deverasanta. 
Christmas 2022 was no exception as the ‘Arjun Reddy’ star 
announced an all-expenses-paid trip for his 100 fans.

Taking to social media, Vijay created a poll on his social 
media for his fans to help him choose the destination for 
travel to offer to his fans.

Vijay Deverakonda
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YEAR-ENDER 

Cricket is a sport that 
evokes a thousand 
emotions. Every year, 

as a fan of a particular team 
or player, one witnesses 
some memorable wins and 
some memorable losses. On 
one corner, a team or player 
falls from grace, while on the 
other side, one makes a mi-
raculous comeback remem-
bered for ages.

2022 was no different. 
There were some inspiring 
stories of comebacks this 
year as well. Let us have a 
look at them:

VIRAT KOHLI ENDS 
CENTURY DROUGHT
In August-September 2022, 
Kohli made a remarkable 
comeback after a month-
long break, finishing as the 
tournament’s second-highest 
run-scorer and hitting his 
much-anticipated 71st in-
ternational century against 
Afghanistan. The moment 
sent the entire cricket fra-
ternity into ecstasy. The way 
Virat opened up about his 
mental struggles, his rela-
tionship with his wife and 
actress Anushka Sharma 
inspired many. Gone were 
the days when a young Virat 
would run around the field, 
roaring after a century. It was 
replaced by a more mature, 

open, balanced, and whole-
some version of this star 
batter.

HARDIK PANDYA’S RISE 
TO SUPERSTARDOM
Came IPL 2022, one of the 
new franchises, the Guja-
rat Titans, put their faith 
in Hardik Pandya. The all-
rounder delivered quality 
performances, justifying the 
backing he received. Pandya 
not only was an incredible 
captain—cool and tactically 
sound, he also showcased 
his fullest potential as an 
all-rounder. This IPL tri-
umph propelled Pandya into 
megastardom, and many had 
started to discuss him as a 
potential leader for Team 
India in the future. The 2022 
season of the IPL served as a 
launch pad that re-launched 
Pandya into the national side 

in a new avatar. Pandya had 
his first taste of leadership 
during the South Africa T20I 
series at home, where he was 
Rishabh Pant’s deputy. Fol-
lowing that, he got to serve as 
captain during series against 
Ireland, the West Indies, and 
New Zealand in the coming 
months.

SRI LANKA CAPTURES 
ASIA CUP 2022
Heading into the 2022 Asia 
Cup, Sri Lanka was at the 
height of an intense politi-
cal and economic crisis back 
home. This was bound to 
stay on the players’ minds, 
who were in the UAE away 
from all the turmoil. On top 
of that, they were crushed 
by Afghanistan in their 
first match. Afterwards, the 
Lankan Lions played like 
champions throughout the 

tournament, as if the crisis 
back home and defeat against 
Afghanistan served as fuel 
for them. The Dasun Shana-
ka-led side left no stone un-
turned in putting smiles on 
their people’s faces, with the 
thrilling, fearless cricket they 
played. The team emerged as 
champions, defeating Paki-
stan in the final. This win, 
despite all the odds stacked 
against them on and off the 
field, is one of the most in-
spirational sports stories of 
the year.

‘BAZBALL’ REVOLUTION
Come June, England was un-
der brand-new leadership. 
Ben Stokes, the man for big 
stages for England, was the 
new Test skipper, and New 
Zealand legend Brendon 
McCullum, a fearless, no-
nonsense cricketer in his 
prime, was the head coach 
in the longer format. The dup 
reenergized England cricket 
with their positive, fearless 
approach to Test cricket. 
Seeing many turning to T20 
cricket, Stokes-McCullum 
was bent on reviving the art 
form that was Test cricket 
with their attack-from-the-
first-ball mindset. This is 
how ‘Bazball’, a term coined 
by English players and media 
after McCullum’s nickname 
to describe England’s new-
age of Test cricket, was born.

MOST INSPIRING CRICKET STORIES OF 2022

Virat Kohli raising his bat after hitting a century. 

Anupam Kher talks about his fifth time 
working with Sooraj Barjatiya 

IN-HOUSE SERIES 

The ‘Entertainer of 2022’ 
Anupam Kher, talked about 
his latest movie, ‘Uunchai’ 
on the NewsX A-List Spe-
cial Telecast. While talking 
about Uunchai, Anupam 
stated, “It is very rare that 
what you narrate and what 
you make are the same. I was 
very humbled and moved by 
Sooraj’s passion because he 
was leaving his comfort zone 
and trying something new.” 
He added that Uunchai di-
rector Sooraj Barjatya want-
ed to make this movie to beat 
his fear because during Co-

vid people were always talk-
ing about their fear.

According to Anupam 
Kher, Sooraj Barjatya or 
Rajshree family has never 
veered from their beliefs 
in 75 years of filmmak-
ing, making them the 
coolest family in Indian 
cinema.  “They believe in 
kindness, they believe in 

hope, and they believe in 
traditional Indian values. 
I just wanted to be on set 
with him for 80 days, and 
the added bonus was that I 
was working with Mr. Bach-
chan, Neena, Boman, Sarika 
Ji, and Parineeti, and in this 
unit. I have worked with 
this production controller 
in Saransh, my first movie,» 

stated Anupam Kher.
Remembering his moth-

er’s review of his movie, 
Kher said, «She questioned 
how Sooraj has this much 
intellect to produce such a 
fantastic picture.’

He further added, ‘I will 
not be alone. I am not named 
entertainer of the year next 
year; films will still be made, 
and I will continue to love 
cinema. After 38 years, I 
can proudly say that this 
is the finest thing that has 
happened to me, so I believe 
that no fear of failure and 
optimism can estimate the 
competition.’
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A YEAR OF WEDDINGS: CHECK OUT COUPLES WHO SEALED THE DEAL IN 2022
COUPLE GOALS 

Many of our favourite celeb-
rities tied the knot and oozed 
couple goals. As we come to 
the end of 2022, let’s take 
a look at some of the most 
talked about celebrity wed-
dings that took the internet 
by storm.

RANBIR KAPOOR-ALIA 
BHATT
After five years of dating, 
star couple Ranbir Kapoor 
and Alia Bhatt tied the knot 

on 14 April. The actors who 
fell in love on the sets of 
their film ‘Brahmastra’ got 
hitched in an intimate wed-
ding ceremony held at Ran-
bir’s Bandra abode Vastu. 
Apart from the couple’s 
family members, the inti-
mate wedding was attended 
by the duo’s close friends, 
including filmmaker Karan 
Johar, Ayan Mukerji, and 
Alia’s best friend Akanksha 
Ranjan. Akash Ambani and 
his wife, Shloka Ambani, 
also attended the duo’s wed-

ding.
Ranbir and Alia also em-

braced parenthood this year. 
They welcomed their baby 

girl Raha on 6 November 
this year.

MOUNI ROY-SURAJ 
NAMBIAR
Actor Mouni Roy and Suraj 
Nambiar tied the knot in 
a dreamy wedding as per 
Malayali rituals in Goa on 
27 January. They got mar-
ried once again with Ben-
gali rituals. The intimate 
ceremony was attended by 
the couple’s family members 
and close friends. Mouni’s 
close friends from the enter-

tainment industry including 
Arjun Bijlani, Mandira Bedi, 
Manmeet Singh from Meet 
Bros musical duo and Aas-
hka Goradia also attended 
the ceremony.

HANSIKA MOTWANI - 
SOHAEL KATHURIYA
Actress Hansika Mot-
wani and her beau Sohael 
Kathuriya tied the knot in 
Jaipur’s Mundota Fort and 
Palace on December 4. She 
had a dream proposal in 
Paris in November, 
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QUALITY OF LIFE 

SAUDI ARABIA’S FIRST 
CERTIFIED YOGA TEACHER 
TEACHES YOGA TO DELEGATES    

Delegates from 11 Arab countries took part in a workshop 
organised by the Saudi Yoga Committee in Jeddah as part 
of the ‘Arab Youth Empowerment Program’ organised by 
the Ministry of Sports that started on 22 December and will 
continue until 30 December 2022.

Arab countries like the UAE, Oman, Yemen, Palestine, 
Egypt, Libya, Alegria, Morocco, Tunisia, and Mauritania 
participated in the event. The program aims to introduce 
the Arab youth delegations to the sporting, cultural, and rec-
reational developments in the region, including yoga. In an 
interview with ANI, Nouf Marwaai, the first certified yoga 
teacher in Saudi Arabia and a Padma Shri Awardee, stated 
that she wants everyone to have access to this practise to im-
prove the quality of their lives and that yoga is needed in the 
midst of today’s world challenges to bring a message of peace 
between nations. “First, I really thank the Ministry of Sports 
for this opportunity to introduce our Arab brothers and sis-
ters to this beautiful art for their health and well-being, both 
physically and mentally. I think we tried to answer all the 
questions they need to know to start promoting yoga in their 
societies and to understand the benefits of practising yoga 
for enhancing the quality of life and fighting depression, as 
we included scientific study findings about yoga and quality 
of life and depression,” Nouf Marwaai said.
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FIVE NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS EVERYONE 
MAKES BUT DOESN’T FOLLOW
Every year, people make new year’s resolutions, and 
while the intent is to follow and live by them through-
out the year, very few of them actually materialise. 
While there are some new ones, some are simply car-
ried forward every year. As we are about to step into 
2023, let’s take a look at some resolutions that people 
make almost every year but fail to follow through on.

EAT HEALTHY
Almost everyone watching their weight or 
health makes this one a priority when they 
make new year’s resolutions. Eating healthy 
and clean tops the list, and while it sounds easy, 

it’s actually quite difficult to follow or keep up with. Es-
pecially if you enjoy late-night junk food or struggle to 
find a place in your heart for greens. 

EXERCISE MORE 
Just like eating healthy, hitting the gym or 
exercising, in general, is another common 
resolution people make. It takes a lot of moti-
vation, dedication and willpower which many 

of us lack -- not always though. We make crazy workout 
routines and have a goal to hit the gym at least 5–6 times 
a week, and while it’s all good until January ends, the 
struggle to keep up with it begins the very next month. 
Especially if you work irregular hours. 

SAVE MONEY
Another very common new year’s resolu-
tion is to curb our expenses, which basically 
means fewer trips to the malls and no order-
ing-in. As good as the idea to save money for 

the much-awaited vacation sounds, some last-minute 
date night emergency shopping or late-night hunger 
pangs prove to be the biggest hurdles.

CUT DOWN ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media has built careers for many, and 
while it’s a good platform to interact and so-
cialise digitally, it’s addictive. Think of those 
nights you’ve wanted to sleep early but ended 

up watching reels till four in the morning. While many 
of us want to cut down on our social media usage, it’s 
difficult to keep up, especially with the new outfit inspi-
ration ideas and funny memes.

QUIT SMOKING
Everybody who smokes knows it’s a bad thing 
and extremely unhealthy, yet they still do it. 
It’s addictive, which is why people make it 
their New Year’s resolution to quit. Some do it 

in a planned way, while some just give up, only to smoke 
another cigarette six days later.
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LIFESTYLE SELF CARE

No domestic help? Here’s how you 
can manage a busy life 

LET YouR SkIn bREAThE ThRough ChILLY dAYS

As the weather gets 
colder, follow these 
workout tips to stay 
motivated

Everybody wants to be ac-
tive, healthy, and feel great 
every day. So, you bookmark 
healthy recipes, go grocery 
shopping for healthy ingre-
dients like quinoa, and start 
exercising regularly. But 
then something unusual 
happens; you are overloaded 
with a large work task, you 
find yourself looking after 
your children (or parents), 
or you spend the entire day 
running errands Then you 
might wonder to yourself, 
“How can I eat nutritious 
meals throughout the day, 
exercise, meditate, manage 
my job life, and care for my 
kids and parents while being 
active and healthy, right?”

This is one of the most 
frequently asked questions 
by my clients, who want to 
remain healthy but are un-
able to do so due to a lack 
of domestic support. What-
ever the cause, life frequently 
leaves us with little time (or 
energy!) to stay healthy, and 
without any domestic help, it 
becomes an impossible mis-
sion.

But believe me, it is not dif-
ficult to manage our lives 
without a maid if you follow 
these five strategies to sur-
vive which have helped me 
to manage my professional, 
family, and social life.

Pre-Plan your next 
day 
If the time it takes to research 

recipes, plan what you’ll eat 
for a week, and do grocery 
shopping is what’s limit-
ing you from eating healthy 
meals, then there’s an easy 
solution: pre-planning your 
meals. It not only ensures 
that you receive all your nu-
tritious meals throughout 
the day, but it also reduces 
stress and inconvenience, 
which is especially impor-
tant when there is no domes-
tic help. This should include 
soaking some nuts and seeds 
and keeping a fruit ready for 
the morning.

Make the Most of 
your weekends 
Take some time to wind 
down and relax over the 
weekend. You should start 
preparing your meals for the 
next week. I know it seems 
exhausting and not some-
thing you’d want to do on 
a weekend, but remember, 
food is fuel, and that’s why 
planning what you need 
to eat to remain energised 
is as important as resting. 
So, start creating your meal 
preparations, have batters 
ready, and plan out all your 
evening munchies to avoid 
any unwanted food acci-
dents. 

use one Meal as a 
double Meal 
In theory, eating the same 
thing every day seems like 
a wise choice. You won’t 
have to worry about rush-
ing to the store every week 
for recipe ingredients. You 
may develop good eating 
habits without the burden 
of figuring out what to eat 
by having the same meal or 
snack every day. There’s no 
doubt that eating the same 
meal twice a day would un-

doubtedly save you time, 
but things might become 
quite monotonous and bor-
ing quickly. However, to 
make them less boring, you 
switch up the protein and 
other components every day 
or every week. Making even 
minor adjustments to your 
go-to meals can have a sig-
nificant impact. But remem-
ber to make sure that your 
meals are well-balanced and 
packed with nutrient-dense 
foods like veggies.

an organised 
kitchen is where 
the Magic begins 
Make sure the kitchen is set 
up so that everything is ac-
cessible and you know where 
everything is. Your day will 
be less chaotic if your kitchen 
is more disciplined and orga-
nized. To avoid reaching for 
unhealthy food anytime you 
are hungry, keep healthy 
meals at eye level and un-
healthy foods stored inside 
your shelf. When it comes to 
fresh foods, follow the “First 
Come, First Out” rule. This 
strategy involves identify-
ing everything that enters 
the kitchen and rotating 
everything so that the oldest 
products are always at the 
front of a shelf. You’ll use the 
oldest goods first and avoid 
spoilage by keeping them at 

the front.

don’t forget to 
schedule soMe 
“Me” tiMe
Some “me” time is necessary 
for keeping sanity. After the 
kids have gone to bed, you 
can generally have some 
“me” time. That’s when you 
catch up with yourself in-
stead of the world around 
you. Oh, and one other abil-
ity for living without a maid 
is the ability to multi-task at 
a fast speed, which is why 
having some “me” time to 
declutter and wind down is 
vital. Filling your time with 
various activities can be de-
lightful, but it can also be 
psychologically and physi-
cally taxing. Instead, sched-
ule time for yourself so you 
may recharge your batteries 
using whichever method 
you find relaxing. This could 
include anything that helps 
you relax, like journaling, 
meditation, or even some 
kind of movement for 15-20 
minutes a day. This will en-
sure higher physical, mental, 
and emotional energy to get 
you through the other things 
on your to-do list.

Lavleen Kaur is a Head Nu-
tritionist and Founder of Diet 
Insight, a nutrition and well-
ness clinic.

A new year is always 
a time of hope and 
potential. It’s a time 

when many people make 
resolutions to change their 
lives for the better. However, 
most people give up on their 
resolutions by the end of Jan-
uary. If you want to make this 
year different, and guarantee 
a year of happiness, then fol-
low these four habits:

love what you do, 
until you can do 
what you love
Find meaning in your 
work. It’s a cliche, but people 
really do find meaning in 
their work, and that’s a good 
thing. Work provides us with 
a sense of purpose and gives 
us a way to connect with 
other people. It can also be a 
way to learn new things and 
develop new skills.

So how do you find mean-
ing in your work? It can be 
different for different people. 
For some, it might be about 
making a difference in the 
world. For others, it might be 
about using their skills and 
talents in the best way pos-
sible. And for others, it might 
be about having a job that’s 
challenging and interesting.

No matter what, it’s impor-
tant to find a way to connect 
with your work. So take 
some time to think about 
what matters to you, and 

then find a job that matches 
those interests and values. It 
might take some time and ef-
fort, but it’s worth it.

accePt discoMfort 
in order to  
Master it
One of the best ways to im-
prove your skills and become 
an expert at something is to 
embrace discomfort. This 
may sound like a difficult 
task, but it can be done by 
breaking your routines and 
challenging yourself to do 
things that you’re not com-
fortable with.

When you push yourself 
outside of your comfort zone, 
you’ll start to see improve-
ments in your performance. 
You’ll also become more 
confident in your abilities 
and learn to handle difficult 
situations with ease.

So, how can you start em-
bracing discomfort? Here are 
a few tips:

1. Try something new
If you’re always doing the 
same things, you won’t im-
prove. Branch out and try 
new activities or hobbies. 
This will help you learn new 
skills and grow as a person.

2. Take on new challenges
Challenge yourself to do 
things that are difficult or 
that you’re not good at. This 
will help you learn and grow 
faster.

3. Break your routines
Routines can be helpful, but 
they can also be limiting. 
Break out of your routines 
and try something new. This 
will help you become more 
flexible and adaptable.

4. Face your fears
If you’re afraid of something, 
face it head on. This will help 
you overcome your fears and 
become more confident.

5. Be open to new experi-
ences
Embrace new experiences 

and don’t be afraid to try new 
things. This will help you 
learn about different cultures 
and expand your horizons.

By embracing discomfort, 
you’ll become a more confi-
dent and skilled individual. 
You’ll also be better prepared 
to handle difficult situations. 
So, start pushing yourself 
outside of your comfort zone 
and see how much you can 
accomplish.

be Productive, but 
not rushed
Some people seem to be 

under the impression that 
to be productive, one must 
be rushed. This is not the 
case. Productivity and rush-
ing are not synonymous. In 
fact, the two can be mutually 
exclusive.

Rushing can lead to mis-
takes, sloppy work, and an 
overall feeling of anxiety and 
unease. This is not conducive 
to productivity. On the other 
hand, taking the time to do 
things correctly, attentively, 
and with a sense of purpose, 
can lead to a more productive 
workspace.

There is no need to rush. 
Rushing can actually lead to 
a decrease in productivity. 
Take the time to do things 
correctly, attentively, and 
with a sense of purpose, and 
you will be more productive.

give as Much as you 
can!
Think about it: when we offer 
compassion and a listening 
ear to a friend who is going 
through a tough time, we’re 
not only providing them 
relief from their immediate 
pain, but we’re also strength-
ening our relationship with 
that friend. And when we of-
fer support to someone who 
is working on a difficult goal, 
we’re not only helping them 
reach their goal, but we’re 
also building trust and rap-
port.

In other words, by being 
supportive, we’re actually 
creating social capital—the 
currency of social relation-
ships. 

This is important, because 
the more social capital we 
have, the more we’re able to 
connect with others, and the 
more we’re able to do good in 
the world.

So the next time you’re feel-
ing down, don’t just reach 
out for support — offer it to 
someone else, too. You’ll both 
be better for it.

By cultivating these hab-
its, you’ll set yourself up for 
a happy and joyful New Year.

RESoLuTIon FITnESS 

hAbITS To guARAnTEE A nEw 
YEAR oF hAppInESS
MohaMMed Machraoui

LavLeen Kaur

dr diMpLe h doda

When you push yourself outside of your comfort zone, you’ll 
start to see improvements in your performance.

it’s the time when people make resolutions to change their lives for the better. 

Some ‘me’ time is necessary for keeping sanity. 

cleansing is the most crucial daily action you can take. 
The biting-cold weather 
can be tough on your skin. 
It can make your skin dry, 
flaky, cracked, and even 
inflamed. Additionally, to 
take care of these issues, 
you apply lotions, creams, 
and sunscreens that can 
clog the pores of your skin. 
That’s why it is important 
to take into consideration 
your skin’s requirement to 
breathe, especially during 
the winter.

Daily skincare products 
and cosmetics shouldn’t 
cause too many problems if 
you’re using the right items. 
However, occasionally al-
lowing your skin to breathe 
is absolutely beneficial. So 
how do you let your skin 
breathe? 

what it Means 
to let your skin 
breathe?
To begin with, let’s be clear 
that your skin does not actu-
ally breathe. The oxygen in 
the blood provides it with 
nutrition. When someone 
says they want to give their 
pores a break from product 
build-up, they are often re-
ferring to letting their skin 
breathe.

If you don’t occasionally 
let your skin breathe, you 
won’t experience anything 
seriously harmful for your 
skin health. But you can 
develop aggravating skin is-
sues like more acne, greasy 
or dry skin, and even more 
wrinkles.

why is it iMPortant 
for your skin to 
breathe?
Letting your skin breathe 
can bring numerous bene-
fits. Some of which includes:
l When the skin pores are 

less clogged, they can absorb 
skincare products in a better 
way leading to better results.
l Your skin gets the oppor-

tunity to return to its natural 
pH levels, which can assist 
with dryness or oiliness is-
sues.
l Your skin also gets the 

chance to recover from any 
irritation that may result 
from makeup products.
l  Based on the makeup 

brand you’re using, you’ll 
be lessening the number 
of toxins you’re putting on 
your skin.

ways to let your 
skin breathe
Hydrate
Maintaining proper hydra-
tion is crucial for learning 
how to achieve clear skin as 
well as for the health of your 
body. You may hydrate your 
skin in many different ways, 
such as by applying a mois-
turiser or by drinking more 
water. In the search for soft, 
glowing skin, hydration is 
essential. Hydrating your 
skin allows it to breathe 
because drinking water in-
creases the amount of oxy-
gen that enters your body. 
The process of providing 
oxygen to every cell in your 
body, including the outer 
layers of the skin, depends 
heavily on water.

Go Make-Up Free
Letting your skin breathe is 
one of the most crucial as-
pects of learning how to ob-
tain clear skin. Take one day 
per week where you don’t 
put anything on your face, 
not even facial creams or 

cosmetics. Your skin will be 
able to breathe and receive 
a much-needed break from 
pore-clogging products as a 
result. This is crucial for peo-
ple who have sensitive skin 
or are prone to breakouts 
because the accumulation of 
oils and chemicals in make-
up can result in blotchiness 
or acne.

If you wear makeup less 
frequently, your skin may 
become clearer to the point 
where you use less concealer. 
Even if you wash your face 
frequently during the week, 
you could unintentionally 
leave behind makeup resi-
due. For this reason, going 
makeup-free for a day or 
two a week will keep your 
skin looking its best.

Cleanse
When learning how to 
achieve clear skin, cleansing 
is the most crucial daily ac-
tion you can take. Your skin’s 
long-term health, tightness, 
and texture are determined 
by how well you take care of 
it. That means removing the 
makeup and other cosmet-
ics we use on a daily basis 
is crucial to maintaining the 
brightness and health of our 
skin.

Make sure to thoroughly 
clean your skin before go-
ing to bed and every morn-
ing when you get up. If you 
often exercise, it’s crucial to 
clean your skin afterwards 

because sweat and germs 
can accumulate on the skin.

Exfoliate
Exfoliation is a crucial step 
in achieving clean, healthy 
skin that can breathe. While 
cleansing every night is vital 
to get rid of the build-up on 
your skin and unclog your 
pores from oil, dry skin, and 
makeup, it doesn’t complete-
ly fix the issue. When using 
methods to acquire clear 
skin, exfoliation should be a 
part of your beauty regimen 
at least once per week. By do-
ing this, you can rejuvenate 
your skin by eliminating any 
dead skin cells.

conclusion
You’ll look and feel younger 
and fresher by letting your 
skin breathe, which will also 
help prevent any unwelcome 
skin issues. To provide your 
skin with the resources it re-
quires to breathe and regen-
erate, make sure you are ad-
hering to a proper skin care 
programme that includes 
washing and exfoliating. In 
order to have beautiful skin, 
it’s also crucial to practice 
adequate nutrition, which 
includes eating a balanced 
diet, staying hydrated, and 
consuming natural vitamin 
supplements.
Dr Dimple H Doda is an MBBS. 
MD (skin) Consultant Derma-
tologist, Trichologist and Der-
mato Surgeon. 

Even the most dedicated 
enthusiasts can have a hard 
time during the winter to 
go out for that jog or work-
out compared to when it’s 
warm and sunny outside. 
This season can indeed be 
very disruptive to people’s 
exercise routines. The win-
ter season not only makes 
us lazy but further slows 
down weight loss due to a 
reduction in sweating.

However, if your goal is to 
remove as many obstacles 
as possible and make small 
changes that can make 
staying active easier until 
warmer times arrive, then 
follow these tips on how to 
motivate yourself to stay 
active when the weather 
gets colder.

stretching  
indoors
Practising stretching in-
side can help increase your 
body temperature before 
you step out to work out. 
This helps reduce the feel-
ing of being cold as soon as 
you leave your house. Do 
some brisk stretches before 
wearing your cold-weather 
clothing.

right activewear
In a humid climate, people 
opt for cotton clothing as it 
absorbs moisture (sweat). 
But in winter, you want 
to avoid that because if 
your clothes are soaked in 
moisture, it will leave you 
feeling colder. So go for 

sports clothing made from 
cotton-mix or synthetic 
fibre since they soak 50% 
less moisture compared to 
cotton.

PuMP the jaMs
Make a pump-up mix or 
find a groovy one on Spo-
tify. Whether you’re feeling 
‘90s hip-hop or the En-
canto soundtrack, exercis-
ing to your favourite tunes 
will help you get more out 
of your workout both men-
tally and physically.

set a goal
Try setting a goal for the 
warmer months. Maybe 
there is a race you want to 
run in the early spring. Or 
maybe you have a vacation 
coming up and want to be 
ready to hike long distanc-
es. Knowing your goal is 
just around the corner can 
keep you motivated during 
the winter months.

workout with a 
coMPanion
Working out can be much 
more fun if you are bound 
to see a friend or workout 
partner whose company 
you enjoy. Furthermore, 
you are less likely to skip 
working out when you are 
aware someone is look-
ing forward to seeing you 
because you committed to 
seeing them.

tdg network
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2022 was a significant 
year for the Indian 
Auto Industry. Rising 

from the shadows of the 
pandemic, auto companies 
saw growth in sales as buyer 
sentiment returned to a cer-
tain extent. But there were 
still many challenges, like 
the continuing shortage of 
semi-conductors, essential 
for making automobiles, as 
well as factors like the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war that ham-
pered supplies. Despite the 
obstacles, there were some 
important cars that came 
this year and managed to 
rule the Indian roads. Here’s 
our list of the top 5 cars that 
hit the roads during the year.

Mahindra 
Scorpio-n
Probably the biggest launch 
of the year was the Mahindra 
Scorpio-N. The new genera-
tion of the popular SUV of 
the home-grown brand be-
came an instant success, and 
within no time the brand 
was able to garner more 
than 1 lakh bookings for the 
car. It was miles ahead of its 
predecessor when it came to 
factors like features, tech-
nology, as well as drivability 
and became the third block-
buster offering in a row from 
Mahindra after the new 
Thar that came in 2020 and 
the XUV700, which arrived 
in 2021.

Maruti Suzuki 
Grand Vitara
The Grand Vitara name re-
turned to the Indian mar-
ket in 2022. Maruti Suzuki 
launched the SUV in two 
versions—a mild hybrid and 
a strong hybrid—and both 
received good demand from 
consumers once the car was 
launched at the onset of the 
festive season. Owing to the 
self-charging strong hybrid 
system, the car offered the 
best-in-class fuel-efficiency 
of 27.97 kmpl. It was loaded 
with a host of high-tech 
features, such as coloured 

Heads-Up-Display, 360-de-
gree parking camera system, 
ventilated seats, and an all-
wheel drive system. This 
made the Grand Vitara an 
attractive option in a very 
competitive mid-size SUV 
segment.

kia carenS
In the beginning of 2022, a 
Korean car maker launched 
its fourth car in India, the 
Carens. The 3-row MPV 
came across as an afford-
able option that could fulfil 
the various needs of a 
family. It also came with 

the option of a Diesel engine 
as well 6-airbags on all vari-
ants which made it a popular 
choice amongst the buyers in 
the market. The MPV was 
loaded with features, which 
included a 10.25” HD Touch-
screen Navigation with Kia 
Connect, a BOSE premium 
sound system with 8 speak-
ers, a smart pure air purifier, 
as well as ventilated front 
seats.

hyundai tucSon
The new generation of 
Hyundai’s flagship SUV in 
India, the Tucson arrived in 
the showrooms in 2022, and 
this one too became an in-
stant 

success. It also came with 
Petrol and Diesel en-
gine options, as 
well as the 

brands’ famed HTRAC all-
wheel drive system, which 
made the SUV a go-any-
where vehicle. It also came 
with 19 Level 2 ADAS fea-
tures, which ensured it be-

came an extremely 
safe car to drive 

in various 
chal-

leng-

ing conditions. The all-new 
Tucson got the segment’s 
most powerful diesel engine, 
which offered 183 bhp of 
power and 416 Nm of torque.

tata tiaGo eV
Tata Motors’ latest and most 
affordable electric car, the 
Tiago EV was launched in 
the market during the fes-
tive season at a starting 

price of Rs. 8.49 
lakh (ex-

showroom). Even though 
the deliveries are yet to 
begin, the silent hatch got 
10,000 bookings just on 
the first day and eventually 
raced past the 20,000 book-
ings mark in a short period. 
The car came with many re-
gen modes as well as a sport 
mode that made it more ap-
pealing for various kinds of 
buyers. Tata launched the 
Tiago EV in mid-range and 
long-range versions, the lat-
ter promising a range of 315 
km on a single charge.

The author is a senior editor at 
carandbike.com
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‘HOME ASSISTANT’ TO gET ITS 
OwN vOICE
LOS ANGELES: No 
need for Google, Siri, 
or Alexa to speak 
with your AI-pow-
ered smart home 
platform anymore. 
‘Home Assistant’, an 
open-source platform 
for smart home inter-
action, would soon 
have all its voice com-
mands localized. The 
platform’s founder, Paulus Schoutsen, took to the official 
‘Home Assistant’ blog last week to announce the launch of 
the project, which would give the housing platform its own 
voice assistant with a set of basic sentences to start with. “It 
is our goal for 2023 to let users control Home Assistant in 
their own language,” the blog read. According to a report 
by US-based tech portal ‘The Verge’, the Schoutsen-run 
company ‘Nabu Casa’, which provides cloud services for 
‘Home Assistant’, has hired well-known developer Michael 
Hansen for the development of the local voice assistant. 
Hansen previously had the voice-assistant product ‘Rhas-
spy’ to his credit. Schoutsen’s blog post highlighted the 
platform’s priority to make ‘Home Assistant’ accessible in 
multiple languages. “Our #1 priority is supporting differ-
ent languages. There are enough projects out there trying 
to create an English voice assistant. But for us, that just 
doesn’t cut it. 

yOUTUBE’S qUEUE SySTEM NOw 
UNdER TESTINg 
WASHINGTON: 
Tech giant Google-
owned video-shar-
ing platform You-
Tube has started to 
test out its queueing 
system on iOS and 
Android operating 
systems. Accord-
ing to The Verge, an 
American technol-
ogy news website, this feature has been available on the 
web for years now and shows up in YouTube apps under 
certain circumstances. Users who control their Chrome-
cast with their phones might recognise it, as will those 
who use the YouTube Music app. Now, YouTube Premi-
um users who opt-in to the test will be able to add videos 
to a stack that acts like an impermanent playlist, as per 
the outlet. After the feature is turned on, it will let us-
ers access a new “Play last in queue” button in the three 
vertical dot menu that appears on video thumbnails. If 
you tap it, the video will be added to the bottom of your 
queue, or if you’re not watching one right now, a new 
queue will be created. When the video you’re watching 
ends, the app will begin playing the next video in the 
queue and continue doing so until you run out. Along 
with moving videos around, users can also delete them 
from the queue. Your queue will be erased if you close 
the player, either by closing the app completely or by hit-
ting the ‘x’ button in the bottom bar, reported The Verge.

MICROSOfT EMpLOyEE 
MISTAkENLy LEAkS NEw vERSION 
Of NOTEpAd 
WASHINGTON: 
An employee of the 
American tech gi-
ant Microsoft acci-
dentally announced 
that Windows 11’s 
Notepad app is get-
ting a tabs feature. 
According to The 
Verge, an American 
technology news website, a photo of a version of Notepad 
with tabs was shared by the employee, a senior product 
manager at Microsoft. “Notepad in Windows 11 now has 
tabs!” he enthusiastically announced with a loudspeaker 
emoji.  The screenshot included a Microsoft internal warn-
ing: “Confidential Don’t discuss features or take screen-
shots.” It suggested that Microsoft’s tabs feature is still in 
early internal testing. Minutes later, the tweet was deleted, 
but not before Windows Central and several Windows en-
thusiast Twitter accounts had spotted it. If Microsoft does 
implement tabs for Notepad, it will be the first built-in tool 
to have a tabbed interface, following the addition of tabs to 
File Explorer earlier this year, as reported by The Verge. 
Microsoft first tried tabs across all Windows 10 apps in a 
feature called Sets four years ago. This contained tab func-
tionality in Notepad and File Explorer, however, Microsoft 
halted the project and never released it to Windows 10 cus-
tomers. The addition of tabs in Notepad could signal a shift.

gALAxy S23 LINE-Up’S BATTERy 
CApACITy REvEALEd: REpORT
WASHINGTON: 
South Korean tech 
giant Samsung is 
anticipated to un-
veil the Galaxy S23 
series in the first 
few weeks of 2019, 
and as more ru-
mours and claims 
surface, more information about the device is being re-
vealed. According to GSM Arena, a tech news-related 
website, Samsung-oriented leakster Ice Universe suggests 
that the batteries of the Galaxy S23 and Galaxy S23+ will 
have a slightly increased capacity from their predecessors. 
However, they will not bring any changes to the charging 
speeds. GSM Arena has reported that promo images of 
the Galaxy S23+ and Galaxy S23 Ultra were also spotted 
in their respective hero colours, Pink and Green, respec-
tively. The 3,900 mAh battery in the Samsung Galaxy S23 
is anticipated to support 25W fast charging, which is an 
improvement above the 3,700 mAh cell in the standard 
S22, reported GSM Arena.The 4,700 mAh capacity of 
the Galaxy S23+ is further increased by 200 mAh with 
45W fast charging. A 5,000 mAh battery and 45W rap-
id charging, which Samsung has been using in its Ultra 
handsets since early 2020, will be included in the Galaxy 
S23 Ultra. Rumours already suggest that Samsung has 
set the launch date to 1 February, meaning there will be 
over a month for more details to surface, as per the report 
by GSM Arena.  
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NewsX dived into a conver-
sation with Andy Asava, 
Founder, Qualesce, where 
he got recognised for his ex-
cellence in business leader-
ship under the special series 
of NewsX India A-List.

“We have served over 100 
customers and automated 
over 150,000 business pro-
cesses that range from dif-
ferent functions, including 
finance, HR, supply chain, 
and logistics, along with dif-
ferent applications that we 
are looking at from SAP, ser-
vice to all the leading appli-
cations, including even pro-
prietary applications. One of 
the things that has provided 
us a significant edge in the 

marketplace is that we have 
taken all this experience and 
minted all these processes to 
build a library of these auto-
mated pre-build processes 
that can be rapidly deployed. 
The speed at which we can 
deploy these digital assets 
is really our biggest edge. 
Because of the 150,000 pro-
cesses that we have done in 
the marketplace today, we 
can enable our customers 
on their journey to digitisa-
tion and automation quite 
faster than anybody else 
in the marketplace,” he 
said, speaking about how 
Qualesce managed to over-
come industry competition. 

He further mentioned the 
core vision of his company 
and said, “It really depends 
on each and every individual 

in the organisation. What 
we have done with everyone 
has really given them and 
empowered them to be able 
to challenge the status quo 
by taking a look at the cur-

rent processes, and current 
functions and only when 
you can challenge the quo 
you can disrupt, and when 
you disrupt you can inno-
vate. And it is a chain reac-

tion that we believe is impor-
tant in building a culture of 
innovation that is fostered 
in each and every one of our 
employees. The ability to do 
critical thinking and execu-

tion of that is really bugged 
into the DNA of our organ-
isation. This is really the un-
derpinning of making our 
vision into reality.”

As he discussed the ex-
pansion and journey of 
Qualesce, he said, “The com-
pany has taken us to where 
we are today, and we are ex-
cited about the path ahead. 
90% of our customers are 
in the US and Europe. As 
I am taping this session at 
midnight in the US, we live 
in a culture of global organ-
isation. I am based in Dallas, 
Texas. The majority of my 
team is in Bangalore, India, 
so the culture that we have 
created is serving our cus-
tomers regardless of where 
they are. We have some sig-
nificant large brands that are 

now our customers in India, 
and really our aspiration 
is to grow faster. We are al-
ready up to 150 people in the 
last seven and a half years, 
but we are not stopping. 
Our vision is very bold: up to 
10,000 people and creating 
that many high-value jobs in 
India in the next 3-5 years. 
With the pipeline and the 
reputation that we have in 
the marketplace, we serve as 
a recession-proof business.”

Lastly, as he explained the 
USP of his company, he said, 
“We have created an on-the-
spot enterprise automaton 
called Udaya that enables 
you to deploy on-demand 
to the customer a digital 
worker. When they need it, 
they use it, and then they 
can stop paying for it. They 

are not locked into long term 
contracts. It provided a SAS-
based consumption model 
for the customers.’

“Our tagline is simple: 
“automate everything.” 
We believe that everything 
can be automated, and we 
want to be the capitalists 
who drive that forward. 
We believe that there is a 
transition from human to 
digital workers that needs 
to happen, and that it can 
be orchestrated as digital 
talent management, which 
can dynamically challenge 
and match these bots to the 
actual skills we have in our 
knowledge library. Qualesce 
is at the forefront of deliv-
ering that vision and that 
transformation in the mar-
ketplace,” he added.
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ALL INDIA FOOTBALLAHEAD OF PARIS OLYMPICS

AIFF president Kalyan Chaubey 
holds meeting with State FAs

IOA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL HOLDS FIRST MEETING

All India Football Federa-
tion (AIFF) President Kaly-
an Chaubey said that the 
organisation is acting as a 
bridge between FIFA and 
Asian Football Confedera-
tion (AFC) and the state as-
sociations, which will help 
run the sport in the country. 
Chaubey chaired a meeting 
between the Federation and 
its Member Associations 
(State FAs) on Tuesday at 
the Football House in New 
Delhi. Present in the meeting 
along with the President was 
Secretary General Dr Shaji 
Prabhakaran. 

The meeting was at-
tended by representa-
tives from all the State 
Associations virtually. 
“The AIFF is also acting as 
a bridge between the FIFA-
AFC and the State Associa-
tions, who in turn, will help 
in running football across the 
country,” he said as quoted 
by an AIFF press release. 
“The revival of the San-
tosh Trophy has also been 
a major talking point this 
month. The tournament 
has been taking place across 
three venues so far, and the 

feedback we have received 
is immense. Also, there is 
great excitement around the 
Santosh Trophy since the 
semi-finals and the final will 
be held in Saudi Arabia.” 
“The states have to play a very 
important role as they are 
some of the important stake-
holders of Indian Football. 

They need to fast track all 
activities, and that is how 
the AIFF is also helping the 
states in terms of manpow-
er by creating experience 
from the states that every 
aspect of football will be get-
ting due attention from the 
State FAs,” Chaubey said. 
The AIFF President wel-

comed all the State Asso-
ciation representatives in his 
opening address, and said, 
“We have completed over 
100 days in office, and I am 
glad to see that we are all unit-
ed in our endeavour to work 
together for the betterment 
of Indian Football. We will 
work as a team, as friends, as 
a family. 

This might not have always 
been the case, but I am glad 
to meet all of you here today.” 
“Promotion and relegation 
between the ISL and the I-
League has been a burning 
topic over the last few years, 
and there has been a paucity 
of communication between 

the AIFF and the FSDL in 
the past. 

I am happy to say that we 
have now bridged that gap, 
and there has been a positive 
attitude towards the whole is-
sue from FSDL’s end,” he said. 
The AIFF, in the first or-
der of the meet, requested 
the State, to host their re-
spective Khelo India U-17 
Girls Football Leagues. 
A request was also made to 
the State Associations to nom-
inate their respective Football 
Ambassadors. States that 
have had former Internation-
al players in the past could 
nominate them, while others 
were requested to nominate 
a former state team player. 
The State Associations 
were asked to present the 
measures they plan to take 
to uphold the highest in-
tegrity in football played 
in their respective regions. 
The AIFF Secretary-General 
mentioned that the Federa-
tion has several plans in the 
new Roadmap for the devel-
opment of Women’s Football. 
He further requested all State 
FAs to observe January 1 by 
organising grassroots activi-
ties involving budding wom-
en footballers. 

Members of the Indian 
Olympics Association (IOA) 
attended the first meeting 
of the executive council and 
held deliberations on various 
matters leading to the Paris 
Olympics 2024.

The official Twitter handle 
of IOA on Tuesday shared 
the news. “Members of The 
Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) attended the first Ex-
ecutive Council Meeting held 
in New Delhi on 26.12.2022. 
President P.T. Usha wel-
comed the new members of 
the IOA Executive Commit-
tee and deliberated on vari-
ous matters leading to Paris 
Olympics 2024,” tweeted 
Team India.

Earlier this month, India’s 
legendary athlete PT Usha 
was elected unopposed as 

the first woman president of 
the Indian Olympic Associa-
tion (IOA).

PT Usha’s election brings 
an end to a long-drawn cri-
sis in the faction-ridden 
IOA which was warned of a 
possible suspension by the 
International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) if elections were 
not held this month. Ajay 
Patel of the National Rifle 
Association of India (NRAI) 
was unanimously elected se-

nior vice-president. Olympic 
medallist shooter Gagan Na-
rang and Rowing Federation 
of India President Rajlaxmi 
Singh Deo were elected as 
vice presidents.

Indian Weightlifting Fed-
eration (IWF) president 
Sahdev Yadav was elected 
treasurer. All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) presi-
dent and former goalkeeper 
Kalyan Chaubey was elected 
unopposed as the joint sec-

retary (male). Alaknanda 
Ashok of the Badminton As-
sociation of India (BAI) was 
elected as joint secretary (fe-
male) leaving behind other 
candidates Shalini Thakur 
Chawla and Suman Kaushik.                                                                                                                                         
                Olympic medallist 
wrestler Yogeshwar Dutt and 
archer Dola Banerjee are in 
the executive council as male 
and female representatives 
of the eight Sportspersons of 
Outstanding Merit (SOM). 
Legendary boxer MC Mary 
Kom and veteran table tennis 
player Achanta Sharath Ka-
mal are also part of the execu-
tive council by virtue of being 
president and vice president 
of the Athletes Commission. 
Bhupender Singh Bajwa, 
Amitabh Sharma, Harpal 
Singh and Rohit Rajpal were 
also elected to the executive 
council.
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Kalyan Chaubey at the Football House in Delhi.

IOA Executive Council members.
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AMID SHIVERING COLD, FOOTBALL 
TOURNAMENT HELD IN KASHMIR; GIRLS 
ALSO ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE
A Football tournament was 
held in Srinagar amid severe 
cold conditions in which 
footballers from different 
parts of Kashmir took part. 
As the temperature dips fur-
ther in Kashmir valley dur-
ing 40 days of harsh winter 
period called “Chillai Kalan” 
football players from differ-
ent parts of Kashmir braved 
the biting cold to participate 
in the tournament. Maqsood, 
a football player said to ANI, “I 
am feeling perfect. 

Because boys have worked 
hard throughout the year. 
And if any tournament is 
not held at the right time, a 
football team suffers. Keep-
ing that thing in mind, this 
is a very good initiative”. 
People stay indoors dur-
ing winter in Kashmir but 
these Football enthusiasts 
prefer to practise to keep 
alive the spirit of the game. 
Football players who partici-
pated said such tournaments 
apart from promoting foot-
ball, keep players physically 
fit as there is no such physi-
cal activity during the winter. 

Syed Faker, a football player 
said, “Physical activities 
should be taking place around 
the year. 

But there is no culture to 
play football here in win-
ter. It is better for a player 
to practise during winter. 
Because there is a break of 
3-4 months. It will be better 
for the overall football play-
ers of Jammu and Kashmir”. 
The local football clubs also 
supported players dur-
ing this time doing prac-

tice and provided them 
with every kind of support. 
Parvez Naqash, a Football 
coach said, “Before this, foot-
ball Tournaments were not 
being held during winter. A 
police memorial tournament 
was held this year with the 
government’s support. 

It is a very good initiative 
that a football tournament 
was held during winter 
in Srinagar. The football 
players will remain ac-
tive throughout the year.” 

Players expressed hope 
that they want to promote 
football in Kashmir, es-
pecially in winter like in 
many European countries 
where football is played 
during the snowfall season. 
Saniya, another football player 
said, “We are playing football 
during winter. Girls are usual-
ly not allowed to play football 
here in Kashmir. It is happen-
ing for the first time that girls 
are playing football in winter 
here. I request girls to come 
and take part in sports”.
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A snapshot grabbed from Srinagar during one of the matches.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

A year after deportation, 
Djokovic arrives in Oz

Nine-time Australian Open 
champion Novak Djokovic 
has arrived in Australia 
nearly a year after he was 
deported from the country, 
the Sydney Morning Herald 
reported on Tuesday.

Djokovic landed in Ade-
laide where he is due to play 
in the Adelaide International 
beginning on Sunday, the 
SMH said. Less than a year 
after his high-profile visa 
saga and deportation last 
January, Djokovic’s bid for a 
remarkable 10th title at Mel-
bourne Park next month has 
begun in earnest.

Djokovic, the men’s ten-
nis standout, has missed 
Australian and US Opens 
in 2022 due to his refusal to 
be vaccinated against CO-
VID-19.

A source familiar with 
Djokovic’s travel plans con-
firmed late Tuesday that the 
Serbian had arrived in Ad-
elaide, where he will play an 
Open warm-up event next 
week.

The mixed-gender United 
Cup begins on Thursday, 
kicking off the Austra-
lian tennis summer, and 

Djokovic will begin his 2023 
campaign with the Adelaide 
International, an ATP 250 
event in South Australia that 
begins on January 1.

The Australian govern-
ment granted the Serb a visa 
to attend the Grand Slam 
event in November, stating 
that it had decided to re-
scind the decision to cancel 
Djokovic’s visa after consid-
ering all relevant factors.

Djokovic’s visa was re-
voked in January 2022. Since 
then, all Covid-related bor-
der restrictions in Australia 
have been lifted, including 
the requirement to show 
proof of vaccination status 
to enter the country.

Forward Marcus Rash-
ford shined for Man-
chester United, scor-

ing one goal and setting up 
the other as his side blanked 
Nottingham Forest 3-0 in 
their Premier League match 
at Old Trafford on Tuesday. 
With this, United moves to the 
fifth spot in the points table, 
just a point shy of Tottenham 
Hotspur, who are at 30 points. 

Out of their 15 matches, 
United have won nine, lost 
four and drawn two and 
have a total of 29 points. On 
the other hand, Nottingham 
Forest is reeling at the 19th 
position with just 13 points, 
having won only three of 
16 matches, lost nine and 
drawn four.  Defender Ra-
phael Varane was suffering 
from a virus, which disrupt-
ed United’s preparations. 
But Nottingham failed to 
test United’s depleted de-
fence in their first game 
since star striker Cris-
tiano Ronaldo’s departure. 

Rashford gave Manches-
ter United an early lead in 
the 19th minute, dispatch-
ing a corner from Chris-
tian Eriksen into the nets. 
Later in the 22nd minute, he 
assisted Anthony Martial to 
double his side’s lead.

Forest’s Ryan Yates could 
have brought his side into 
the game, but his goal was 
ruled out for offside via VAR 
just shortly before half-time. 
United were dominant in the 
second half. Minutes before 
full time, Casemiro stole pos-
session from the opposition 
and substitute Fred made a 
beautiful finish to triple Unit-
ed’s lead in the 87th minute. 
In their next PL game, United 
will take on Wolverhampton 
on Saturday away from home. 

On the other hand, Not-
t ingham wil l  be  host-
ing Chelsea on Sunday. 
Following the loss, Notting-
ham Forest boss Steve Coo-
per was quoted as saying by 
Sky Sports, “It was always 
going to be really tough here 
tonight and we knew the 

game was going to look as it 
did in terms of them having 
territory and possession.” 
“The goals are a killer in terms 
of a set piece where some 
players have clearly not stuck 
to their responsibilities. And 
then we are in a half-decent 
position in United’s box, but 
then to give up the space and 
the territory we did. I would 
not say we gifted the goal be-
cause they have to work for it, 
but it is frustrating with the 
goals.”

“I just felt we could have 
backed ourselves a bit more in 
the game. We got in between 
the lines two or three times in 
the first half but did not make 
the most of it. In the end, you 
do have to make the most of 
those situations at this level.” 
“I am a big believer in looking 
at the process of the perfor-
mance. I was more frustrated 
at times with a lack of qual-
ity at times at the top end of 
the pitch, a lack of belief in 
decision-making and taking 
risks and backing ourselves,” 
concluded the manager.
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RASHFORD’S BRILLIANCE HELPS MANCHESTER 
UNITED CRUISE PAST NOTTINGHAM FOREST 3-0

Marcus Rashford celebrating after his goal.

Novak Djokovic at a practice 
session in Adelaide.

The Indian men’s hockey 
team are eyeing a historic 
campaign at the FIH Odi-
sha Hockey Men’s World 
Cup 2023 Bhubaneswar-
Rourkela in January and 
in a bid to motivate them 
further, Hockey India on 
Wednesday announced 
cash prizes for the team 
and the support staff. 
The National Governing 
Body for hockey will re-
ward the members of the 
Indian team led by Har-
manpreet Singh with INR 
25 lakh each for a gold 
medal-winning feat at the 
prestigious quadrennial 
event while the members 
of the support staff will 
be honoured with INR 5 
Lakhs each. 

A Silver medal would 

see the players walk away 
with INR 15 Lakhs while 
the support staff would be 
awarded INR 3 Lakhs for 
their role in the campaign. 
And a Bronze Medal feat 
will amount to INR 10 
Lakhs each, while the sup-
port staff would be entitled 
to a prize of INR 2 Lakhs. 
The aforementioned de-
cision was made by the 
Hockey India Executive 
Board in a virtual meeting 
on Saturday 24 December 
2022 as a way to further 
boost the morale of the In-

dian Team for the esteemed 
competition which will see 
16 top teams of the world 
vie for honours.

“Finishing on the podium 
at a Senior Men’s World 
Cup is not an easy task, and 
we hope this announce-
ment will further increase 
the motivation levels of the 
already glory-hungry In-
dian Men’s Hockey Team. 
Winning a medal in a home 
World Cup would surely 
go down as one of the best 
memories for the players 
in their decorated careers. 

We wish them the very best 
for the FIH Odisha Hock-
ey Men’s World Cup 2023 
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela,” 
said Hockey India Presi-
dent Padma Shri Dr Dilip 
Tirkey in an official state-
ment released by HI. 
India has previously won 
three medals at this presti-
gious event. 

The team registered a 
Bronze Medal at the first 
edition of the prestigious 
event in 1971 followed by 
a Silver Medal in Am-
stelveen in 1973 apart from 
a title win in 1975.

Last week, Hockey India 
announced the 18-mem-
ber team that will repre-
sent India at the FIH Odi-
sha Hockey Men’s World 
Cup 2023 Bhubaneswar-
Rourkela. The Indian team 
is in pool D with England, 
Spain, and Wales.

MORALE BOOST

Hockey India announces cash prize to boost 
morale of men’s team ahead of WC 2023
TDG NETWORK
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Indian Men’s National Hockey Team in Rourkela.



SECOND TEST

UNFAZED BY PRESSURE

Carey’s ton deepens Proteas misery as 
hosts strike early to gain upper hand 

ARSHDEEP SINGH AMONG NOMINEES FOR ICC MEN’S 
EMERGING CRICKETER OF THE YEAR 2022

Australia bowlers struck 
early at the end of day three 
as they dismissed South Af-
rica captain Dean Elgar to 
surge ahead in the game as 
the visitors trail by 371 runs 
in the Boxing Day Test here 
at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground on Wednesday.

After David Warner took 
the honours on the second 
day with his double hun-
dred, Alex Carey played a 
memorable inning to make 
the Boxing Day Test special 
for himself after the left-
hander smashed his maiden 
test hundred. Despite the fa-
vourable batting conditions, 
Elgar was unable to benefit 
from them as he gloved Pat 
Cummins on the third ball 
he faced. Replays revealed 
that Carey took a good catch 
low to the ground as the edge 
faded on him, sending Elgar 
back for a duck. Elgar was 
removed in this way for the 
second time in the series af-
ter also being caught down 

the leg in Brisbane’s opening 
innings.

Australia resumed the 
third day at 386/3 and 
racked up 189 runs in 54 
overs on a cloudy day. Carey 
and Cameron Green, who 
overcame a fractured finger, 
added 117 runs for the eighth 
wicket against an increas-
ingly worn-out attack.

Australia were not bowled 
out by South Africa despite 
bowling 145 overs over the 
course of more than five 
sessions on a surface that 
was favourable for batting. 

Carey (9) and Travis Head 
(48*) started the inning for 
the hosts but Nortje struck 
twice in the third over of the 
day. The pacer was on a hat-
trick after he removed Head 
(51) and Warner (200) to jolt 
the hosts early on the third 
day. Australia captain Pat 
Cummins departed early af-
ter adding just four runs to 
the team’s total.

Nathan Lyon played a 
quick-fire inning of 25(17) 
before being dismissed by 
Lungi Ngidi leaving Austra-
lia at 440-7.
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Alex Carey 
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LANDMARK

Devon Conway completes 1,000 Test 
runs, becomes fastest NZ batter to do so

SIGNIFICANT GAINS

Ashwin, Iyer advance in ICC 
Men’s Test Player Rankings
Ravichandran Ashwin and 
Shreyas Iyer have made 
significant gains in the ICC 
Men’s Test Player Rankings 
after helping India win the 
second match of their ICC 
World Test Championship 
(WTC) series against Ban-
gladesh in Mirpur.

Ashwin has moved up one 
slot and is joint-fourth among 
bowlers along with Jasprit 
Bumrah after finishing with 
six wickets in the match. He 
has also inched up three plac-
es to 84th among batters fol-
lowing a crucial knock of 42 
not out in the second innings 
that enabled a three-wicket 
victory and won India crucial 
WTC points. Ashwin, who 
has been the No. 1 bowler 
and all-rounder in the past, 
has also earned seven rating 
points in the all-rounders’ 
rankings, which are led by 
his compatriot Ravindra 
Jadeja. Jadeja is currently on 
369 rating points while Ash-
win is on 343.

Iyer, who partnered in an 
unbroken 71-run partnership 
with Ashwin that steered the 
team to victory, has attained 
a career-best 16th position. 
Iyer’s scores of 87 and 29 not 
out have helped him progress 
from 26th position, his previ-

ous best in the rankings.
Rishabh Pant remains the 

top-ranked Indian batter 
in the sixth position after 
gaining three rating points 
courtesy of his score of 93 in 
the first innings while fast 
bowler Umesh Yadav has 
gained five places to reach 
the 33rd position after fin-
ishing with five wickets in 

the match. Bangladesh bat-
ter Litton Das has attained 
a career-best 12th position 
after scores of 25 and 73 
while Mominul Haque (up 
five places to 68th), Zakir 
Hasan (up seven places to 
joint-70th) and Nurul Hasan 
(up five places to 93rd) have 
also moved up the rank-
ings.Spinners Taijul Islam 

and Mehidy Hasan Miraz 
have gained two spots each 
to reach 28th and 29th po-
sitions, respectively, while 
captain Shakib Al Hasan has 
gained one spot and is 32nd. 
Taijul had a four-wicket haul 
in the first innings while Me-
hidy and Shakib finished 
with six wickets each in the 
match. 

The International Cricket 
Council (ICC), on Wednes-
day announced the nomi-
nees for the Men’s Emerging 
Cricketer of the Year award.

South Africa quick Marco 
Jansen, India pacer Arsh-
deep Singh, New Zealand 
batter Finn Allen, and Af-
ghanistan’s Ibrahim Zadran 
are the contenders to win 
the award. It’s admirable 
just how quickly Arshdeep 
Singh took to the interna-
tional game, already an inte-
gral part of India’s bowling 
assault with the white ball.

Building on a strong IPL 
career, India’s national setup 
quickly took on the left-arm 
quick, and he made the most 
of the opportunity with the 
team looking to rebound 
from a disappointing 2021 
T20 World Cup. The fast 
bowler appeared in 21 T20Is 
for India, taking 33 wickets 
at an economy rate of 8.17 
and providing tough com-
petition in Powerplay and 
death-over situations.

Arshdeep was also given 
an ODI cap during India’s 
recent tour of New Zealand, 
and the 23-year-old ap-
pears to be destined to take 
India’s game forward. The 
Indian youngster stood tall 
on the big stage, unfazed by 
the pressure of an India vs. 
Pakistan match in a global 

tournament in front of over 
90,000 people.

Arshdeep removed both 
members of Pakistan’s pro-
lific opening pair with a 
prodigious swing at pace. 
He dismissed Babar Azam 
with his first ball lbw before 
dismissing Mohammad Riz-
wan at the end of his next 
over. Arshdeep returned at 
the end to thwart Asif Ali’s 
late onslaught, finishing 
with 3/32 from his four-over 
allotment.

Just when we thought 
South Africa’s bowling at-
tack could not be strength-
ened, up stepped a 206cm 
left-arm quick Marco Jansen 
who made an impression of 
his own. Jansen troubled op-
ponents no matter where he 

went in 2022 after a strong 
Test debut on home soil on 
Boxing Day 2021. Jansen 
replicated his success on 
tour in England and Austra-
lia, taking 14 Test wickets in 
the calendar year in South 
Africa at an average of just 
13.50. His nine Test wickets 
in New Zealand came at a re-
spectable 28.55, and he also 
batted for Dean Elgar’s side.

Afghanistan made signifi-
cant strides in the One Day 
International game, in par-
ticular, thanks to Ibrahim 
Zadran’s efforts, making a 
number of critical contribu-
tions while also demonstrat-
ing his mettle in the shortest 
format. The country earned 
automatic qualification for 
the World Cup with the help 

of Zadran’s 431 runs in sev-
en One-Day Internationals 
(ODIs), including three Su-
per League centuries.

Zadran was once again in-
strumental in T20 cricket. At 
the T20 World Cup, his 64* 
from 59 balls against India 
stands out as his team fell 
behind in their response, 
despite his steady runs. He 
finished with 367 runs at 
a strike rate of 110 and an 
average of 36.70, playing an 
important holding role while 
more aggressive players ad-
vanced around him.

The Black Caps have dis-
covered another gem in Finn 
Allen, who had an excellent 
2022 season after making 
his first T20I appearance in 
2021. 
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Ravichandran Ashwin and Shreyas Iyer 

India pacer Arshdeep Singh

New Zealand wicketkeep-
er-batter Devon Conway 
completed 1,000 Test runs 
on Tuesday, becoming the 
fastest Kiwi batter to do so.

Conway accomplished 
this landmark during New 
Zealand’s first Test against 
Pakistan at Karachi. At the 
end of the first day’s play, 
Conway was unbeaten at 82 
off 156 balls. His knock con-
sisted of 12 elegant bound-
aries.

Now, his Test record 
stands as 1,000 runs in 11 
Tests across 19 innings at 
an average of 55.55. He has 
scored three centuries and 
five half-centuries in the 
format. His best score in the 
format is 200. He has over-
taken the record of former 
Kiwi player John Reid, who 
completed 1,000 runs in 20 

innings.
Herbert Sutcliffe, an Eng-

land player, is the fastest 
player to have brought up a 
thousand runs in the longer 
format. He did so in just 12 
innings, against Australia 
back in 1925. Coming to the 

Karachi Test, at the end of 
the second day’s play, New 
Zealand was at 165/0, with 
Conway (82*) and Tom 
Latham (78*) unbeaten. 
They trail Pakistan by 273 
runs, who were bundled out 
for 438 runs after electing to 
bat first.

Skipper Babar Azam (161), 
Agha Salman (103) and a 
returning Sarfaraz Ahmed 
(86) shined for the Asian 
side with the bat.

Tim Southee (3/69) was 
the pick of the bowlers for 
the Kiwis. Ajaz Patel, Ish 
Sodhi, and Michael Brace-
well also took two scalps 
while Neil Wagner took one.

Brief Scores: Pakistan: 
438 (Babar Azam 161, Agha 
Salman 103, Tim Southee 
3/69) against New Zealand: 
165/0 in 47 overs (Devon 
Conway 82*, Tom Latham 
78*) at the end of day two.
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Sri Lanka Cricket Se-
lection Committee 
on Wednesday an-

nounced the 20-member 
squad to take part in the 
upcoming white-ball series 
tour of India.

Dasun Shanaka will lead 
Sri Lanka’s T20I and ODI 
squads against India, while 
Kusal Mendis will play the 
role of his deputy in ODIs. 
“Sri Lanka Cricket Selec-
tion Committee selected 
the following 20-member 
squad to take part in the 
upcoming Sri Lanka tour 
of India 2022/23. The Hon-
orable Minister of Sports 
and Youth Affairs, Roshan 
Ranasinghe, has given his 
approval for the squad,” Sri 
Lanka Cricket said in an of-
ficial statement.

The tour comprises three 
T20Is and as many ODIs. 

Sri Lanka will be touring 
India from 3 January to 15 
January for three T20Is and 
three ODIs. The first match 
of the series will be held on 
3 January, 2023, in Mumbai 
while the second and third 
will take place on 5 and 7 
January in Pune and Rajkot 
respectively.

The ODIs will be held in 
Guwahati, Kolkata and 

Trivandrum on 10, 12 and 
15 January respectively.

Sri Lanka’s squad for In-
dia tour: Dasun Shanaka 
(C), Pathum Nissanka, Av-
ishka Fernando, Sadeera 
Samarawickrama, Kusal 
Mendis (v-c for ODIs), Bha-
nuka Rajapaksa (only for 
T20Is), Charith Asalan-
ka, Dhananjaya de Silva, 
Wanindu Hasaranga (v-c 

for T20Is), Ashen Banda-
ra, Maheesh Theekshana, 
Jeffrey Vandersay (only for 
ODIs), Chamika Karunara-
tne, Dilshan Madushanka, 
Kasun Rajitha, Nuwanidu 
Fernando (only for ODIs), 
Dunith Wellalage, Pramod 
Madushan, Lahiru Kumara 
and Nuwan Thushara (only 
for T20I).

Earlier on Tuesday BCCI 
announced India’s squads 
for the upcoming white-ball 
series against Sri Lanka.

All-rounder Hardik Pan-
dya led India’s T20I squad 
against Sri Lanka in the 
three-match series to be 
held in Mumbai. Suryaku-
mar Yadav has been named 
vice-captain of the Indian 
T20I team. Rohit Sharma, 
Virat Kohli and KL Rahul 
are not part of India’s T20I 
squad.

Rohit Sharma will be back 
as the captain to lead Men 

in Blue in the three-match 
ODI series against Sri  
Lanka.

India’s squad for Sri Lan-
ka T20Is: Hardik Pandya 
(Captain), Ishan Kishan 
(wk), Ruturaj Gaikwad, 
Shubman Gill, Suryaku-
mar Yadav (VC), Deepak 
Hooda, Rahul Tripathi, 
Sanju Samson, Washing-
ton Sundar, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Axar Patel, Arsh-
deep Singh, Harshal Patel, 
Umran Malik, Shivam Mavi 
and Mukesh Kumar.

India’s squad for Sri Lanka 
ODIs: Rohit Sharma (Cap-
tain), Shubman Gill, Virat 
Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul 
(wk), Ishan Kishan (wk), 
Hardik Pandya (VC), Wash-
ington Sundar, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Axar Patel, Mohd. Shami, 
Mohd. Siraj, Umran Malik 
and Arshdeep Singh. 

UPCOMING TOUR
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Team Sri Lanka

SRI LANKA ANNOUNCE 20-MAN SQUAD 
FOR ODI, T20I SERIES AGAINST INDIA

IPL AUCTION

MY PERFORMANCE WASN’T UP TO MARK, KNEW 
I WILL REMAIN UNSOLD: MOHAMMAD NABI 
Former Afghanistan cap-
tain Mohammad Nabi who 
remained unsold in Friday’s 
Indian Premier League 
2023 auction, said he al-
ready knew that he will not 
be going under the hammer 
after failing to produce an 
“up to the mark” perfor-
mance. Mohammad Nabi 
went unsold in the IPL 2023 
auction with a base price of 
INR 1 crore. The 37-year-
old Afghanistan player has 
played many games for Af-
ghanistan and has previous-
ly participated in the IPL.

Nabi played for the Kolka-
ta Knight Riders in the IPL 
2022. He was, however, re-
leased by the team ahead of 
the IPL 2023 auction. Nabi 

did not appear in any games 
for the Kolkata Knight Rid-

ers during the 2022 season.
“I didn’t do anything in 

the last year’s IPL and I 
knew earlier that I will not 
be going under the hammer 
this time as my performance 
wasn’t up to the mark, so I 
accept this quietly and will 
focus on my game and will 
back next year surely,” Nabi 
told ANI.

Nabi has been a member of 
the IPL since the 2017 sea-
son. He has so far played for 
two teams: Sunrisers Hy-
derabad and Kolkata Knight 
Riders. The former Afghan-
istan skipper has appeared 
in 17 IPL games so far. The 
right-handed batsman has 
scored 180 runs and taken 
13 wickets.

Earlier, after crashing out 
of World Cup 2022, Nabi 
announced his decision 
to resign as Afghanistan’s 

captain following the loss 
to Australia. Nabi captained 
the team in 35 T20Is - first 
leading them in 2013 - with 
Afghanistan winning 16 of 
those matches.

For Afghanistan, Nabi 
has appeared in 3 Tests, 
136 ODIs, and 103 T20Is. 
In 3 Tests, he gathered 33 
runs and picked 8 wick-
ets. In ODIs, he has scored 
2956 runs in 121 games at 
an average of 27.12. He has 
also hit one century and 15 
half-centuries in ODIs and 
picked 144 wickets.

Playing for his country in 
103 T20Is, Nabi scored 1664 
runs at an average of 21.06 
with four fifties and a strike 
rate of 139+. The right-arm 
off-spinner has scalped 84 
wickets in 103 T20Is.
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