
All international pas-
sengers travelling 
from China, Hong 

Kong, Japan, South Korea, 
Singapore and Thailand to 
India will have to undergo 
mandatory RT-PCR tests 
before departure and upload 
a report on the Air Suvidha 
portal from 1 January 2023, 
said Union Health Minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya on 
Thursday.

This is in addition to the 
random 2 per cent tests of 
all international passengers 
on their arrival in India irre-
spective of the port of depar-

ture, stated the Union Health 
Ministry.

It said that the test should 
have been conducted within 
72 hours of undertaking the 
journey to India.

This is being done in view 
of the evolving Covid-19 situ-
ation worldwide, particular-
ly in the aforesaid countries.

Earlier on Wednesday, ac-
cording to sources in the 
Union Health Ministry, the 
next 40 days will be crucial 
as India may see a surge in 
Covid cases in mid-January.

Meanwhile, Union Health 
Minister Mansukh Man-
daviya chaired a meeting 
with drug manufactur-

ing pharma companies 
in order to prepare for 
Covid-19 management.  
Mandaviya reviewed the 
status and adequacy of Co-
vid management drugs and 
production capacities with 
representatives of pharma 
companies through a VC, 
here on Thursday, so India 
is equipped to handle any 
situation effectively. This 
review meeting was held in 
view of the spike in Covid19 
cases in some countries. 
Through a presentation, the 
Union Minister was briefed 
regarding the evolving global 
scenario. Dr Mansukh Man-
daviya appreciated and con-

gratulated the pharma com-
panies for their invaluable 
contribution during the Co-
vid pandemic in the country. 
“India’s pharmaceutical in-
dustry is robust, resilient 
and responsive. 

It is due to their strength 
that we could not only meet 
our down demand dur-
ing the pandemic but also 
be in a position to supply 
medicines to 150 coun-
tries.” This was achieved 
without any fall in quality 
and no hike in the price of 
the medicines, he stressed. 
The pharma companies were 
asked to keep a close watch 
on the global supply chain 

scenario. They were also 
asked to closely monitor the 
production and availability 
of APIs as well as formula-
tions of essential medicines 
for Covid management. 
They were asked to ensure 
adequate stocks and avail-
ability of all drugs including 
Covid drugs in the supply 
chain up to the retail level. 
Rajesh Bhushan, Union 
Health Secretary, Ms. S 
Aparna, Secretary (Pharma), 
Shri Kamlesh Pant, Chair-
man, NPPA, Dr V G Somani, 
DCGI, and representatives 
from pharmaceutical com-
panies were present during 
the review meeting.

COVID TESTS MANDATORY FOR 
FLIERS FROM SIX COUNTRIES

MORE MEASURES 

SUCCESSFUL 

Pharma firm stops cough syrup production; 
BJP, Congress war of words in full swing  

INDIAN PHARMA INDUSTRY RELIABLE SUPPLIER: MEA 

BrahMos test-fired from 
Sukhoi, can hit 400 kms 

Noida-based pharma com-
pany Marion Biotech on 
Thursday said that it regrets 
the deaths of children in 
Uzbekistan, allegedly after 
consuming its cough syrup 
and that manufacturing of 
the product has been halted 
for now. 
“We regret the deaths of 

children in Uzbekistan. 
The Central government is 
conducting an inquiry and 
we will take an action as 
per their report. They have 
taken samples of the medi-
cine,” legal representative 
of Marion Biotech Pharma 
Company, Hasan Harris said. 
He said that production of 
the company’s cough syrup 
has been halted for now and 

assured that appropriate ac-
tion will be taken after the 
reports of an inquiry by the 
Central government. 

On Wednesday, Health 
Ministry of Uzbekistan in 
a statement claimed that 
as many as 18 children had 
died of acute respiratory 
disease after they consumed 
cough syrup manufactured

Indian pharmaceutical in-
dustry has been a reliable 
supplier to countries across 
the world, said the Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) 
on Thursday in the wake 
of reports of deaths in Uz-
bekistan allegedly due to 
contaminated cough syrup 
Dok1 Max made by Indian 
company Marion Biotech 
based in Noida. 

“Indian pharmaceutical in-
dustry has been a reliable 
supplier to countries across 
the world. 

It continues to be in vari-
ous forms of medicine and 
other forms of pharmaceu-
tical products,” said MEA 
spokesperson Arindam Bag-
chi said during a weekly me-
dia briefing in response to a 
question of whether such 
cases are denting India’s im-
age as the pharmacy of the 

world. “We take these inci-
dents very seriously when 
they come up. Let’s not jump 
the process,” he added. 

Bagchi said MEA is ex-
tending consular assistance 
to individuals facing legal 
action from the Uzbek gov-
ernment following the death 
of 18 children after allegedly 
consuming the cough syrup 
manufactured by a Noida-
based company. 

CBSE CLASS 10 
AND 12 EXAMS TO 
START FROM  
10 FEBRUARY 
NEW DELHI: The Central 
Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) on 
Thursday announced the 
date sheet for class 10 
and class 12 board ex-
aminations, 2023, which 
will start on February 
15 and end on 10 March. 

“CBSE is releasing the 
date sheets for both 
class X and XII of Board’s 
examinations, 2023,” the 
board said in a press 
release. The exams will 
be starting from 10.30 
am, the release added. 
As per the release, suf-
ficient gaps have been 
provided between the 
two examinations. Also, 
the board has taken care 
of competitive examina-
tions, including the Joint 
Entrance Examination 
(JEE). 

KASHMIR  
POLICE RESCUE  
52 STRANDED  
TOURISTS 
BUDGAM: Amid the 
inclement weather, the 
Kashmir Police provided a 
helping hand to stranded 
tourists who were struck 
at Parihaas Doodhpathri 
in Budgam, the police 
said on Thursday. “As the 
Khansahib Police Station 
received information that 
some tourists were stuck 
at Parihaaas Doodhpathri 
while travelling in their 
vehicles due to sudden 
snowfall, a team along 
with police personnel on 
guard duty at Tangnar 
Doodhpathri were deput-
ed and subsequently all 
52 tourists were rescued,” 
the police added. 

TOP OF THE DAY

The Indian Air Force on 
Thursday successfully test-
fired the extended-range 
version of the BrahMos air-
launched missile, which can 
hit targets at a range of about 
400 kms, said defence offi-
cials. 
“After being launched from 
a Su-30 fighter aircraft, the 
missile hit the target ship in 
the centre. It was a test of the 
anti-ship version of the air-
launched version of the mis-
sile,” said Defence officials. 
The missile achieved the 
desired mission objectives 

in the Bay of Bengal region. 
With this, IAF has achieved 
a significant capability boost 
to carry out precision strikes 
from SU-30MKI aircraft 
against land/sea targets over 
very long ranges. 
“The extended range capa-
bility of the missile coupled 
with the high performance 
of the SU-30MKI aircraft 
gives the IAF a strategic 
reach and allows it to domi-
nate future battlefields. The 
dedicated and synergetic ef-
forts of the IAF, Indian Navy, 
DRDO, BAPL and HAL 
have been instrumental in
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COUNTERING CONG CLAIMS

STABLE CONDITION CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 

IN BIHAR STRONG FUNDAMENTAL 

RAHUL VIOLATED RULES 113 
TIMES: CRPF ON ALLEGATIONS 

INDIAN ECONOMY 
FACING STRONG 
GLOBAL 
HEADWINDS: RBI

PM’S MOTHER’S HEALTH IS RECOVERING, 
LIKELY TO BE DISCHARGED SOON In MP, teacher arrested for breaking 

student’s hand as she fails to spell ‘parrot’ 

Chinese woman spying on Dalai 
Lama detained, she was overstaying

As Congress mounts pressure on Modi government on 
its leader Rahul Gandhi, the Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) said the Congress leader violated security guidelines 
on 113 occasions since 2020 including in the Delhi leg of the 
ongoing Bharat Jodo Yatra.

The CRPF reply came day after Congress wrote to Home 
Minister Amit Shah alleging breaches in the security of Rahul 
Gandhi. The party shot off a letter to Shah saying that Rahul’s 
security was compromised during Bharat Jodo Yatra in the 
national capital. It also accused the government for “com-
pletely failing to control the surging crowd and maintaining 
a perimeter around the Z+ category protectee.” 
“It is pointed out that on several occasions violations of laid 
down guidelines on the part of Shri Rahul Gandhi have been 
observed and this fact has been communicated to him from 
time to time,” sources mentioned the points in reply by CRPF 
to Congress National General Secretary

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s mother Heeraben 
Modi’s health condition is 
recovering, said the hospital 
authorities on Thursday. 
“PM Modi’s mother Heera-
ben Modi’s health condition 
is recovering,” said the UN 
Mehta Institute of Cardiol-

ogy & Research Centre in a 
statement. The Gujarat Chief 
Minister’s Office (CMO) in a 
statement said that Heera-
ben, who was admitted on 
Wednesday at the UN Mehta 
Institute of Cardiology and 
Research Centre in Ahmed-
abad, will be discharged 
soon. 

A tuition teacher was ar-
rested for allegedly beating 
up and breaking the hand 
of a five-year-old girl when 
she failed to pronounce the 
spelling of ‘parrot’ in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Bhopal, the police 

said on Thursday. 
The accused teacher has 

been identified as Prayag 
Vishwakarma (20), a resi-
dent of Janta Colony in the 
city. He runs a coaching cen-
tre in his colony itself under 
Habibganj police station 
area. The incident occurred 

on Tuesday evening. The girl 
is undergoing treatment at a 
private hospital in the city. 

The minor girl’s maternal 
uncle, Bhanu Pratap Singh 
told news agency, “The fi-
nancial condition of my sister, 
living in Morena district 

The Bihar police have de-
tained a suspected Chinese 
woman in Bodh Gaya in 
connection with alleged 
threat to Tibetan spiritual 
leader Dalai Lama and are 
interrogating her, JS Gang-
war, ADG (headquarters) 
confirmed to news agency. 

The ADG (headquarters) 
said that she had been de-

tained in connection with 
the alleged threat to Dalai 
Lama. “Police detained the 
suspected (Chinese) woman 
in Bodh Gaya in connection 
with an alleged threat to Ti-
betan spiritual leader Dalai 
Lama. She is being interro-
gated,” he said. 

Earlier in the morning, a 
security alert was sounded 
in Bodh Gaya district where 
the Dalai Lama is scheduled 

to participate in public dis-
courses after intelligence 
agencies alerted local police 
about a Chinese woman’s 
presence and suspected ac-
tivities.

The security agencies re-
leased the sketch of the sus-
pected woman and started 
searching for the Chinese 
woman in Gaya, suspected 
of spying on Dalai Lama. 

The Indian economy is con-
fronting strong global head-
winds but sound macroeco-
nomic fundamentals and 
healthy financial and non-fi-
nancial sector balance sheets 
are providing strength and 
resilience and financial
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DEATH IN UZBEKISTAN

SUPPORT FROM GOVT 

Binding together 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah presides over the 
conference of Union Territories which marks a firm 

step towards development through ‘Cooperation 
and Consultation’, in New Delhi on Thursday. 

  RT-PCR certificate must for passengers from China, Japan,Hong Kong, 
South Korea, Thiland, Singapore

 Union Health Minister also reviews the adequacy of Covid drugs
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The untimely demise of ac-
tor Tunisha Sharma caused 
shockwaves throughout 
the country. Tunisha al-
legedly died by suicide on 
24 December. She was 20. 

Actress Kangana Ranaut 
reacted to this unfortu-
nate news. She called this 
a ‘murder’. “A woman can 
cope with everything, loss 
of love, marriage, relation-
ship or even a loved

The mother of deceased 
TV actor Tunisha Sharma 
has alleged that Sheezan 

Khan, the main accused in 
her daughter’s death case, 
used to ‘consume drugs’. 
In a conversation 

TUNISHA SHARMA
SUICIDE CASE

Tunisha’s mother alleges accused 
Sheezan ‘consumed drugs’

The Waliv Police of Maha-
rashtra on Thursday ques-
tioned Tunisha’s mother, 
uncle, and 

DELHI DIRECTS SCHOOLS TO COMPLY 
WITH CHILD RIGHTS NORMS
New Delhi: As incident of corporal punishment grows, 
Delhi government on Thursday directed all government-
aided and unaided recognized private schools to comply 
with National Commission for Protection of Child Rights’ 
(NCPCR) guidelines on P5
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Conman Kishan Jain in-
volved in online fraud in 
Rajasthan faces new charg-
es of extortion of Rs 3.5 
crores from US-based NRI. 
In a shocking development 
Kishan who had been stay-
ing as a tenant with his fam-
ily in a posh apartment for 
5 years duped the owner of 
the house by asking for ex-
tortion money to vacate the 
flat. The accused has been 
identified as Kishan Jain, a 
notorious conman and jew-
eller from Mumbai, and has 
been arrested, whereas the 
owner has been identified 
as an NRI from the USA 
named Deepak Kawadia.

Kishan, according to 
Deepak Kawadia, has not 
paid a single rupee in rent 
in the last two years. In-
stead, he hatched a con-
spiracy against Deepak by 
making false claims of sell-
ing diamonds worth Rs 3.5 
crore.

In his complaint, Deepak 
alleged, "I (Deepak) am 
a US citizen and was in 
India in February. Geeta 
Jain (his wife) and Jainam 
Jain (his son) called and 
sent messages more than 
100 times, asking me to 
help their husband, who 

is in jail. When I refused, 
they asked for crores of ru-
pees directly to vacate my  
property."

"Even Kishan Jain called 
me from jail from different 
numbers, and their son Jai-
nam confirmed that his dad 
is trying to call me. They are 
my tenants, and I did not 
push them for rent as they 
seemed honest people, be-
longing to the Jain commu-
nity. When I saw that both 
brothers were involved 
in criminal conspiracy 
in various cases, I asked 
them to pay the rent and 
vacate my property. Now, 
it seems their intentions 
are bad and they want to 
grab my property illegally 
by making false claims and 

accusations. I intend to file 
a formal complaint against  
them," he added. 

Kawadia further alleged 
that his complaint with 
the Mumbai Police, which 
was made a few months 
ago, is lying in cold storage 
and went in vain, despite 
several personal calls and 
communication through 
his lawyer.

The NRI Federation of the 
United States, in a letter to 
the Prime Minister, has de-
manded action against such 
notorious criminals and 
has sought safeguards and 
protection under Indian 
law to protect hard-earned 
property and invest-
ments made in India from 
 such criminals. 

The Uddhav Thackeray-faction of the Shiv Sena on Thursday 
staged a protest outside the Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) Commissioner's office in Mumbai.

The protest saw participation by the party's former coun-
cillors and came a day after day both the factions of the Sena 
- the Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray) and the Bala-
sahebanchi Shiv Sena faction which is led by chief minister 
Eknath Shinde clashed reportedly over control of the Shiv 
Sena party office situated on the ground floor of the BMC 
headquarters. Both factions are staking claim to the office. 
Meanwhile, Uddhav Thackeray speaking outside the Maha-
rashtra Assembly in Nagpur today said that people who lack 
the confidence to do (build) anything resort to stealing.

"Shinde has claimed our office at BMC. Today I heard that 
he has visited the RSS office. The RSS should remain aware 
he can stake claim to the RSS office... this happens when peo-
ple do not have the strength to achieve anything.. they try to 
steal and acquire places and things," the fomer Maharashtra 
chief minister said.

"There is yet one and a half day left of the Assembly session 
and the government is yet to give a response to the allegations 
of corruption," Thackeray said.

Allegedly on Wednesday, the two factions of the Shiv Sena 
clashed after MP Rahul Shewale from the Shinde camp re-
portedly accompanied by some others entered the Shiv Sena 
office, where members of the opposing Sena faction were 
present. Police who arrived at the scene forced everyone out 
and shut the office.

Bhaskar Jadhav MLA of the Uddhav faction attacked the 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde stating, "What I 
saw yesterday I mean the MP Rahul Shewale was accompa-
nied by Naresh Mhaske who was an ex-Mayor of Thane who 
has nothing to do with BMC. All of them were there during 
the scuffle. It's an misuse of power by Maharashtra's CM 
Eknath Shinde, I know Shinde very well and he is not hard-
working and has not worked on ground. Yesterday I saw the 
scene of the Mumbai municipal corporation, I feel that many 
people are doing wrong things to please Eknath Shinde".

Jadhav said that the scuffle on Wednesday was "very unfor-
tunate and condemnable" and said the office had belonged to 
the Shiv Sena for many years and any attempt to take control 
of the Shinde camp of the office was condemnable.

"The session of BMC is over and these corporaters are ex-
corporaters but still to listen and solve people's problems our 
people used to sit in the office, this is highly condemnable," 
Jhadhav said.

Jhadhav further said "It is 100 per cent misuse of power, this 
is not going to benefit them. Let the elections come, you stand 
in the elections, come out in the elections, get your people 
elected and then show your strength and on the basis of that 
take what you want to. Shiv Sainiks can work on the roads 
too."

Meanwhile Shambhuraj Desai, Maharashtra minister said 
that the right of a party to have its office in the BMC will be 
decided in the legislature the same way it is decided in the 
Vidhan Bhawan. "BMC is now under the administration of 
BMC Commissioner so all the corporaters are all former cor-
poraters now. Naresh Mhaske, yes he is from Thane. So what 
is wrong if he was present at the office? Thane is in Maharash-
tra only and he is a leader of the Balasahebanchi Shiv Sena."

As the India-Australia 
Economic Coopera-
tion and Trade Agree-

ment (ndAusECTA) comes 
into effect from Thursday, De-
cember 29, the culmination of 
an unprecedentedly fast pace 
of negotiations amid the pan-
demic and global economic 
turbulence has whipped up 
massive expectations of an 
increase in investment op-
portunities and expanded ex-
port footprint as preferential 
market access provided by 
Australia now opens up for In-
dian goods with zero customs 
duty on 100 per cent of its tar-
iff lines. Overall the agreement 
has the potential to double 
bilateral trade in goods and 
services to USD 45 billion in 
five years and is a run-up to a 
Comprehensive Economic Co-
operation Agreement (CECA) 
which may be concluded by 
September 2023 supported 
by the growing strategic part-

nership through membership 
of the four nation QUAD, the 
Trilateral Supply Chain Ini-
tiative and the Indo-Pacific 
Economic Forum (IPEF) and 
India’s leadership of the G20.

Importantly, the ECTA, ac-
cording to Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal, offers a lot of poten-
tial for exporting finished 
goods to Australia which has 
hardly any manufacturing 
being largely a raw material 
and intermediate producing 
country. It’s a win-win for both 
FTA partners, as India gets 

cheaper raw materials which 
will not only make the country 
more competitive globally but 
also enable it to provide more 
quality goods at more afford-
able prices and serve Indian 
consumers better. “Australia, 
which is largely dependent on 
imports, will benefit hugely as 
they will soon start seeing a lot 
more finished goods coming 
in from India, providing huge 
amount of work and job op-
portunities in both goods and 
services provided by Indian 
talent,” Goyal said.

In a calibrated process, 

Australia will provide zero-
duty access to 98.3 per cent 
tariff lines from day one 
and the remaining 1.7 per 
cent in a phased manner 

in 5 years which is expected 
to lead to USD 10 billion 
jump in India’s merchan-
dise exports by 2026-27, as  
per industry sources.

STRENGHTHENING TIES

INDIA-AUS DEAL EYES $45 BN TRADE 
IN 5 YEARS, PM SAYS 'WATERSHED' 
NIVEDITA MUKHERJEE
NEW DELHI

ECTA comes into effect on December 29.

Union Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah on 
Thursday urged the Border 
Security Forces (BSF) to 
make efforts towards in-
creasing tourism in villages 
through the Vibrant Vil-
lage Programme, making 
villages self-sufficient and 
equipped with all facilities.

The Home Minister, who 
launched the Mobile App 
'Prahari' and Manual of 
Border Security Force 
(BSF) here, said that se-
curity at borders can be 
ensured when border vil-
lages are populated. He said 
alongside soldiers deployed 
on borders, permanent se-
curity can be provided only 
by patriotic citizens living 
in villages and all border 

guarding forces will have 
to strengthen it. Amit Shah 
said Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi recently started 
the Vibrant Village Pro-
gramme.

"All the BSF personnel 
through the Vibrant Village 
Programme should make 
efforts towards increasing 

tourism in the village, mak-
ing the village self-sufficient 
with complete facilities," he 
said.

Vibrant Villages Pro-
gramme (VVP) was an-
nounced in the Finance 
Minister's Budget Speech 
2022. The programme envis-
ages coverage of border vil-

lages on the Northern border 
having a sparse population, 
limited connectivity and in-
frastructure, which often get 
left out of the development 
gains.

Union Minister of State for 
Home Affairs Nityanand 
Rai, Union Home Secretary 
Ajay Bhalla, Director Gen-
eral of BSF Pankaj Singh, 
Chief Secretaries of Union 
Territories and several se-
nior officers of the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, Union Ter-
ritories and BSF were also 
present on the occasion.

In his address, Shah said 
that the BSF 'Prahari' app is 
a great example of proactive 
governance.

"Now jawans can get per-
sonal information and infor-
mation related to accommo-
dation, Ayushmann-CAPF 
and leaves on their mobiles," 

he said.
"Be it GPF, bio data or 

grievance redressal on "Cen-
tralized Public Grievance 
Redress and Monitoring 
System" (CP-GRAMS) or 
information on various wel-
fare schemes, now Jawans 
can get all this information 
through the app and this app 
will also connect them with 
the portal of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs," he added.

The Home Minister con-
gratulated the BSF Director 
General and his entire team 
for the awaited revision 
and update in 13 manuals 
which will increase the un-
derstanding of operations, 
administration and training 
and speed up the work.

The minister said he is 
sure that this will facilitate 
the work of all ranks of BSF 
Jawans and officers. 

VIBRANT VILLAGE PROGRAMME

SHAH ASKS BSF FOR EFFORTS TO INCREASE TOURISM IN VILLAGES

The protest saw participation by the party's former councillors
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Thackeray-led 
Sena faction
holds protest at 
BMC office

Conman Kishan Jain duped the owner of the house by asking 
for extortion.

ONLINE FRAUD

Rs 500 crore demanded as 
extortion money by conman 
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The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) on Thurs-
day noted the reports of the 
deaths of Russian nationals 
in Odisha and added that 
the state police is looking 
into the matter as per laws.

"We are aware of these 
incidents. Odisha police is 
looking into the matter as 
per our laws," MEA spokes-
person Arindam Bagchi 
said during a weekly media 
briefing. "It is a police mat-
ter so don't want to jump 
the gun," he added. On 
Wednesday, Odisha police 
said the post-mortem re-
port of the deceased ruled 
out any foul play after the 
reports of the death of two 
Russian nationals in Raya-
gada.

"The post-mortem report 

of the Russian businessman 
and lawmaker ruled out 
foul play. The report said the 
death was due to internal 
injuries after falling from a 
height. The other death was 
due to heart attack," said 
Odisha Police.

Odisha CID-Crime Branch 
said it has stepped up its 
probe into the death of two 
Russian nationals.

"The post-mortem was 
conducted and their vis-
cera samples have been pre-
served for further scientific 
investigation. We are look-
ing at all the aspects of the 
case," said a Crime Branch 
officer.

CID-Crime Branch inter-
rogated two Russian na-
tionals, who accompanied 
the deceased and their inter-
preter at the Crime Branch 
headquarters in Cuttack on 
Wednesday.

MYSTERY CONTINUES

ODISHA POLICE LOOKING 
INTO DEATHS OF RUSSIAN 
NATIONALS
TDG NETWORK
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Union Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah on 
Thursday directed the Union 
Territories (UTs) to prepare 
their vision for 2047. Shah 
said that UTs should take in-
spiration from Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's motto of "vo-
cal for local" and "Ek Bharat 
Shreshtha Bharat" while striv-
ing to become a hub of tour-
ism, development and welfare. 
In pursuance of the vision of 
Prime Minister Modi that UTs 
should become models of good 
governance and development 
for the rest of the country, the 
conference on UTs was orga-
nized by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs here under the chair-
manship of Shah. 

In his address, the Home 
Minister emphasized mak-
ing UTs a role model for the 
country and said that if their 
potential is fully harnessed, 
India will be able to achieve 
the goal of becoming the third 
largest economy in the world, 
said a Home Ministry state-
ment, mentioning the "confer-
ence has been inspired by the 
Panch Pranas of Amrit Kaal". 

"Amit Shah also directed the 
Union Territories to prepare 
their vision for 2047," said the 
statement. 

Shah also suggested that all 
UTs should "come together 
and work synergistically on a 
common platform to achieve 
the national objectives and 
vision and take the country 
forward in the journey of de-
velopment".

VOCAL FOR LOCAL

UTs asked to prepare
vision for 2047 by Shah
TDG NETWORK
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WATERSHED MOMENT FOR
OUR PARTNERSHIP: PM MODI

As the Australia-India Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Trade 
Agreement (ECTA) came into 
force, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday described 
this as a "watershed moment" 
for Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership between the two 
sides and said it will unlock the 
enormous potential of trade and 
economic ties. "Glad that Ind-
Aus ECTA is entering into force 
today. It is a watershed moment 
for our Comprehensive Strate-
gic Partnership. It will unlock the 
enormous potential of our trade 
and economic ties and boost 
businesses on both sides. Look 
forward to welcoming you in In-
dia soon," PM Modi tweeted. 
The new trade agreement with 
India will deliver new opportuni-

ties for Australian businesses, 
said Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese as he an-
nounced his India visit next 
year in March. "Today the Aus-
India Trade Agreement comes 
into force. This will deliver new 
opportunities to Australian busi-
nesses. At the invitation of @
narendramodi I will visit India in 
March with a business delega-
tion committed to improving 
two-way trade between our two 
nations," Albanese tweeted. In 
a press statement, the Austral-
ian government said the trade 
agreement will support tour-
ism and workforce needs in 
regional Australia by making 
1,000 Work and Holiday Pro-
gram places available to young 
Indian travellers.

The Home Minister said that security at borders can be ensured 
when border villages are populated. 

DEMAND FOR CHANGE
The impact of the 
BJP's historic 
victory in the Gujarat 
assembly elections 
has accelerated the 
demand for a change 
in BJP leadership in 
Madhya Pradesh, with 
leaders claiming that 
the party could lose 
the state due to raging 
anti-incumbency against 
Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan's fourth-
term government. The 
rising demand, however, 
has put the BJP’s central 
leadership in a bind 
amid apprehensions 
that a Gujarat-style 
operation could be 
counter-productive 
in other states with 
reasonably influential 
regional faces. While 
BJP leaders in Delhi 
commented that they 
were aware of the large 
unrest and aggression 
against the incumbent 
government in Madhya 
Pradesh, the top 
leadership was unsure 
whether dropping Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan would resolve 
the problem. As a result, 
in the absence of a 
replacement candidate, 
Chouhan remains as 
CM. The RSS workers, 
on the other hand, are 
certain that Chouhan, 
like Sushil Modi, will be 
shown the exit. 

THE ‘YATRA’ TREND
Both Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar as well as 
the State unit of the Con-
gress party are scheduled 
to embark on separate 
yatras across Bihar on 
5 January 2023. Nitish 
Kumar will commence a 
nearly month-long march 
from West Champaran 
district, where the land 
has close ties and as-
sociations with Mahatma 
Gandhi’s first major Satya-
graha against British rule. 
This Yatra by Kumar is sig-
nificant because it is seen 
as his second attempt 
to gain people's active 
support for enforcing the 
prohibition on the ground. 
On the other hand, the 
Congress will launch the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra from 
Bihar's Banka district to 
Bodh Gaya, with stops 
in Bhagalpur, Khagaria, 
Begusarai, Darbhanga, 
and Patna along the way 
to broaden its reach and 
influence. It will be led by 
the party's president, Mal-
likarjun Kharge. 

CONSENT FOR 
PARTICIPATION 
As the countdown begins 
for Rahul Gandhi's 
Bharat Jodo Yatra to 
enter Jammu and 
Kashmir in the second 
half of January, a 
number of mainstream 
politicians, including the 
National Conference's 
Farooq Abdullah and 
Omar Abdullah, the 
PDP's Mehbooba Mufti, 
and the CPIM's MY 
Tarigami, have agreed 
to participate in the 
Yatra. KC Venugopal, 
the Congress General 
Secretary and in-charge 
of the organisation, 
called the party's Bharat 
Jodo Yatra a national 
padayatra and stated that 
the party will hoist the 
national flag in Kashmir.

ON THE RADAR
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survey rePOrT

16 out of the 23 Electoral 
Trusts registered with the 
CBDT submitted their con-
tribution details for FY 
2021–22 to the ECI, of which 
only 6 declared to have re-
ceived any donations during 
that year. In a recent report, 
ADR examined the donors 
of six Electoral Trusts estab-
lished after January 2013, as 
well as the Trusts’ contri-
butions to political parties 
during FY 2021-22. 15 Elec-
toral Trusts submitted ap-
plications for renewal of the 
Trusts to the CBDT.

Since their registration, 13 
of the 23 registered electoral 
trusts have consistently sub-
mitted copies of their contri-
bution reports to the Election 
Commission.

The Satya/Prudent Elec-
toral Trust is the only trust to 
submit its annual report for 
all nine years, FY 2013–14 to 
FY 2021–22, declaring contri-
butions received each year.

There are 8 such registered 
Electoral Trusts that have ei-
ther declared not receiving 
any contributions or whose 
contribution reports have 
not been available on the 
ECI website at all since their 
registration. 

As per the response re-
ceived from the ECI to 
ADR’s RTI application on 
the updated list of Electoral 
Trusts dated 2 December 
2019, there are a total of 21 
Electoral Trusts registered 
with the CBDT. As per the 
updated list of approved 
Electoral Trusts by CBDT 

on 08 September 2021, there 
are two new Electoral Trusts 
registered with the CBDT. 15 
of whom had submitted their 
contribution reports. Only 
six Trusts declared receiv-
ing contributions from vari-
ous corporate houses and 
individuals. Registrations of 
four Electoral Trusts namely, 
Bajaj Electoral Trust, Gauri 
Welfare Association Elec-
toral Trust, Pratinidhi Elec-
toral Trust, and Bhartiya So-
cialist Republican Electoral 
Trust Association, were not 
renewed.

According to the rules for-
mulated by the Central Gov-
ernment, Electoral Trusts are 
required to distribute at least 
95% of the total contributions 
received during the financial 
year, along with the surplus 
brought forward from the 
earlier financial year, to the 
eligible political parties be-
fore 31st March of the said 
financial year.

Six Electoral Trusts that 
have declared receiving con-
tributions during FY 2021–22 
have received a total of Rs 
487 crore from corporates 
and individuals and distrib-
uted Rs 487 crore (99.9%) to 
various political parties.

89 corporate/business 
houses have contributed Rs 
475.8021 crore to Electoral 
Trusts in FY 2021–22. 62 
Corporate/Business Houses 
contributed Rs 456.30 crore 
to the Prudent Electoral 
Trust, 2 corporates contrib-
uted Rs 10.00 crore to the 
AB General Electoral Trust, 
3 corporates contributed Rs 
5 crore to the Samaj Electoral 
Trust, and 15 corporates con-

tributed Rs 2.20 crore to the 
Independent Electoral Trust.

40 individuals have con-
tributed to Electoral Trusts 
in FY 2021–22. 13 individuals 
contributed Rs 8.53 crore to 
the Prudent Electoral Trust, 
15 individuals contributed 
Rs 2.61 crore to the Indepen-
dent Electoral Trust; and 12 
individuals gave a total of Rs 
14.34 lakh to the Small Dona-
tion Electoral Trust.

Among all donors to the 
Electoral Trusts, Arcelor 
Mittal Nippon Steel India Ltd 
contributed the most, worth 
Rs 70.00 crore, followed by 
Acrelor Mittal Design and 
Engg Centre Pvt Ltd with 
Rs 60 crore and Bharti Air-
tel Limited with Rs 51 crore. 

The top 10 donors have 
donated Rs 331 crore to Elec-
toral Trusts, which forms 
67.96% of the total donations 
received by the trusts during 
FY 2021–22.

Prudent Electoral Trust 
donated Rs 336.5 crore to 
the BJP, in contrast to the Rs 
209 crore contributed in FY 
2020–21, while AB General 
Electoral Trust donated Rs 
10 crore of its total income 
to BJP in FY 2021-22.

Small Donations Electoral 
Trust donated Rs 1.9351 crore 
to INC.  

Prudent Electoral Trust 
donated to major parties like 
the BJP, TRS, SP, AAP, INC, 
YSR Congress, SAD, Punjab 
Lok Congress Party, and Goa 
Forward Party.

The BJP received Rs 351.5 
crore from electoral trusts, 
accounting for 72.17% of to-
tal donations received by all 
political parties.

BJP received Rs 351.50 crore 
from electoral trusts, 72.17% 
of total donations 

priyanka sharma
New Delhi

ANTI-sOCIAL eLeMeNTs 

ACT OF BrAvery 

L i qu o r  s mu ggl e r s  o n 
Wednesday allegedly at-
tacked the police team and 
pelted stones during the 
raid in the Begusarai district 
of Bihar. Several policemen 
were also injured in this in-
cident. After the stone pelt-
ing, a large number of police 
reached the spot and again 
conducted the raid in the 
Mufassil police station area.

The raid was conducted 
after the police received in-
formation about the sale of 
liquor in the area.

“During a raid in the Mu-
fassil Police Station area, 
where illegal liquor was be-
ing manufactured by mix-

ing sleeping pills and other 
chemicals, people present 
there attacked police and 
pelted stones. Many police-
men were injured in this in-
cident,” said Station House 
Officer Khushboo Kumari.

She went on to say that lat-
er, a large number of police 
officers arrived at the scene 
and conducted another raid, 
seizing the liquor.

“When we went again, they 
escaped. 350 litres of liquor 
recovered,” she added.

“During the raid, no one 
was arrested, but the anti-so-
cial elements were identified. 
Search is going on and strict 
action will be taken against 
all,” the SHO said.

Further investigation is un-
derway. 

The lives of 14 persons, who 
were trapped on the first 
and second floors of a build-
ing that had caught fire were 
saved here in New Delhi’s 
Sangam Vihar area on 
Thursday due to the prompt 
action of the police.

According to the police, a 

total of 14 family members 
(four females, five males, and 
five children) were evacuat-
ed safely from the building. 
“Due to the fire, the building 
was filled with smoke, and 
the families on the first and 
second floors were stuck 
there and were crying for 
help,” a police official famil-
iar with the matter said.

The fire spread to the entire 

ground floor, which housed 
three shops, and due to this, 
“entry to the first floor got 
blocked.”

“Without wasting any time, 
all nearby flats were evacuat-
ed, and the fire brigade was 
called. Instantly, the police 
staff showed their presence 
of mind and brought a ladder 
from a nearby buildings,” 
said the police.

Liquor smugglers attack 
police during raid in 
Bihar’s Begusarai

Delhi Police’s timely action saves 14 
persons stuck in a building on fire 
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vIrAL vIDeO

Raids were conducted at 
around 91 locations across 
the country on Thursday by 
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI), which led to 
the recovery of several in-
criminating documents, in-
cluding fake Pass Certificates 
of the Foreign Medical Grad-
uates (FMG) Examination. 
The raids were conducted at 
the premises of certain state 
medical councils as well as 
Foreign Medical Graduates 
(FMGs), which led to the re-
covery of the documents.

The raids took place in a 
number of cities, including 
Delhi, Chandigarh, Amrit-
sar, Gurdaspur, Bhatinda, 
Khanna, Karnal, Sawaimad-

hopur, Narvana, Hamirpur, 
Shimla, Jammu, Srinagar, 
Dehradun, Ghaziabad, Gu-
wahati, Tejpur, Imphal, Sik-
kim, Rajpur, Patna, Munger, 
Mumbai and Jaipur.  

In a statement, the CBI said 
that a case was registered on 
21 December against un-
known public servants of 
State Medical Councils and 
the MCI; 73 Foreign Medi-
cal Graduates and other un-
known public servants and 
persons over allegations of 
irregularities in the regis-
tration of Foreign Medical 
Graduates with Medical 
Councils in several states on 
the basis of fake certificates 
of qualifying Foreign Medi-
cal Graduates Examination 
conducted by the National 
Board of Examinations.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS), a body that 
monitors aviation security, has taken strong cognizance 
of a video that has gone viral on social media showing 
passengers on a Bangkok-Kolkata flight engaged in a 
mid-air brawl.

The BCAS has sought a detailed report from the con-
cerned authority over the incident. “We have taken cogni-
zance of the viral video, which shows a fight between pas-
sengers on a Thai Airways flight to Kolkata,” Zulfiquar 
Hasan, Director General, BCAS told ANI.

The purported video from the Bangkok-Kolkata Thai 
Smile Airways flight on 27 December flight shows two 
passengers engaging in a heated argument even as the 
flight attendant attempts to calm them.

One man is then seen slapping the other as the cabin 
crew member desperately attempts to separate them.

The Director General, BCAS, is responsible for the de-
velopment, implementation, and maintenance of the Na-
tional Civil Aviation Security Programme. DG BCAS told 
ANI that a detailed report has been sought from the con-
cerned authority and the matter will be taken seriously.

CBI reCOvers FAke 
CerTIFICATes OF FMG exAM IN 
rAIDs ACrOss 91 LOCATIONs 

PAsseNGers sPAr MID-AIr 
ON BANGkOk-kOLkATA FLIGhT, 
BCAs seeks DeTAILeD rePOrT
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APPeALON FrIDAy 

Keeping the forthcoming 
Union Budget 2023–24 in 
mind, non-government 
organisations working for 
the welfare of women and 
children across the country 
and self-help groups (SHGs) 
are making an appeal to the 
Union Minister of Finance 
and Corporate Affairs, Nir-
mala Sitharaman, to raise 
taxes on all tobacco prod-
ucts to protect the health of 
women and girl children.

Women and child welfare 
organisations working in 
nine states of the country, 
namely Maharashtra, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Odisha, Tamil 
Nadu, Haryana, West Ben-
gal, and the union territory 
of Puducherry, have cited 
several studies conducted 
both in the country and out-
side that show that tobacco 
usage by women in any man-
ner is harmful to reproduc-
tive health and affects preg-
nancy outcomes. The risk 
of cervical cancer sharply 
increases with tobacco use 
and exposure to second-
hand smoke from cigarettes.

According to the 139th 
Report of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on 
Health and Family Welfare 
on “Cancer Care Plan and 
Management: Prevention, 
Diagnosis, Research, and Af-
fordability of Cancer Treat-
ment,” cervical cancer is the 
second most frequent cancer 
among women between 15 
and 44 years of age with a 
high death rate in India. As 
per India’s National Cancer 
Registry Program and the 
last round of the National 
Health and Family Welfare 
Survey, female smoking 
rates were higher in those 
areas with higher rates of 
cervical cancer, compared to 
registries with lower rates of 
cervical cancer. It also noted 
that tobacco use is one of the 
most prominent risk factors 
associated with cancer.

According to the Global 
Adult Tobacco Survey 
(GATS)-2, 28% of the adult 
(age 15+) population in In-
dia currently uses tobacco 
products, with 14% of these 
being women. Non-smokers 
and women who do not use 
tobacco suffer from several 
health problems like cancer, 
lung diseases.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled 
to visit West Bengal on Friday to flag off the 
Vande Bharat Express connecting Howrah 
to New Jalpaiguri at Howrah Railway Station 
and inaugurate the Joka-Taratala.

The 6.5-km-long Joka-Taratala stretch of 
the Kolkata metro, having six stations name-
ly Joka, Thakurpukur, Sakher Bazar, Behala-
Chowrasta, Behala Bazar, and Taratala, has 
been constructed at a cost of more than Rs 
2475 crore, according to an official release by 
the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO). Passen-
gers of southern parts of Kolkata, like Sar-
suna, Dakghar, Muchipara, and the South 24 

Parganas, will be immensely benefited from 
the inauguration of this project. PM Modi 
will also lay the foundation stone of multiple 
Railway projects along with the foundation 
stone of the redevelopment of New Jalpaiguri 
Railway station.

“During the programme, Prime Minister 
will also dedicate four railway projects to the 
nation. These include Boinchi - Shaktigarh 
3rd Line, developed at a cost of Rs 405 crore; 
Dankuni - Chandanpur 4th Line Project, 
developed at a cost of Rs 565 crore; Nimtita 
- New Farakka Double Line, developed at a 
cost of Rs 254 crore; and Ambari Falakata 
- New Maynaguri - Gumanihat Doubling 
Project, developed at a cost of more than Rs 
1080 crore.

FINANCe MINIsTer urGeD 
TO rAIse TAxes ON TOBACCO 
PrODuCTs, PrOTeCT wOMeN

PM Modi to flag off Vande 
Bharat Express among other 
development projects in Kolkata 

BaDar Bashir
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ONGOING rOw

In the midst of the contro-
versy surrounding the 
decision to purchase a 

new jet, Bihar Deputy Chief 
Minister Tejashwi Yadav 
stated on Thursday that Bi-
har does not have its own jet 
plane or helicopter, and that 
the planes or helicopters 
previously used by the state 
government were leased. He 
also questioned why the BJP 
has an objection.

“Bihar is a state that 
doesn’t have its own (jet) 
plane or helicopter. Earlier, 
the planes or helicopters 
that were used by the state 
government were on lease. 
Why does the BJP have an 
objection to it,” said Tejash-
wi Yadav.

Tejashwi’s question came 
after BJP leader Sushil Modi 
slammed the Bihar govern-
ment’s decision to buy a jet 
aircraft, saying that the jet 
plane being purchased by 
the state government will 
be used to fulfil Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar’s dream 

of becoming Prime Minister 
in 2024.

Speaking to ANI, the BJP 
leader said, “This 12-seater 
jet plane, worth more than 
Rs 250 crore, won’t be used 
in Bihar as the state has few 
runways. Instead, it will 
be used for Nitish Kumar’s 
dream of becoming PM in 
2024, which anyway won’t 
be fulfilled. This plane is 
being purchased for him to 
travel across the country.” 

“Nitish Kumar didn’t buy it 
for 15 years, then why now. 
Are a helicopter and plane 
being gifted to Tejashwi Ya-

dav?” said Modi.
The BJP leader said that 

the Bihar government al-
ready has a plane that is op-
erational.

“The six-seater plane was 
already purchased during 
Buta Singh’s tenure. When 
the Bihar government al-
ready has a plane which is 
operational, then what is the 
need to buy another plane? 
A helicopter is also being 
bought, which will cost 
more than Rs 100 crores, in-
stead of reaping the old one. 
The repairing cost of the old 
will not be more than Rs 2 

crore,” he said.
The former Bihar Deputy 

Chief Minister further said 
that in today’s time, no state 
government buys a helicop-
ter or plane because they are 
easily available in the mar-
ket on lease or rent.

“Otherwise, the govern-
ment would have to spend 
a huge amount on the pilot, 
standby pilot, engineer, and 
maintenance. It is better to 
bear the cost of the old one 
on a lease than buy the new 
one,” he added.

He further said that the Bi-
har CM is doing this to make 
his face shine all over the 
country and to gift Tejashwi 
Yadav, as there is no other 
purpose for buying it now. 
“If you rent it, it will be much 
cheaper. In a poor state like 
Bihar there is no justifica-
tion for spending 350-400 
crores on jet planes and he-
licopters,” said Modi.

The BJP leader said that 
the government does not 
have money to give to people 
who died because of spuri-
ous liquor, but it does have 
money to buy new aircraft.

JeT CONTrOversy IN BIhAr: 
JDu- BJP sPAr Over PurChAse 
TDG nETWOrk
New Delhi
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INvesTMeNTs 
uNDer PLI sCheMe 
OvershOOT 
TArGeT esTIMATe
New Delhi: The 
Production-linked incen-
tive scheme for automo-
bile and auto components 
has managed to attract a 
proposed investment of 
rs 67,690 crore against 
the target estimate of rs 
42,500 crore over a period 
of five years. a total of 115 
companies had filed their 
application under the Pli 
scheme. The scheme 
and its guidelines were 
notified on 23 september 
2021. Out of 115, total of 
85 applicants have been 
approved - 18 applicants 
for the champion original 
equipment manufactur-
ing incentive scheme and 
67 applicants under the 
Component Champion 
incentive scheme. Two 
auto OeM companies have 
been approved for both the 
part of the scheme, the 
Ministry of heavy indus-
tries said in its year-ender 
overview statement on 
Thursday.

AMIT shAh ON 
2-DAy vIsIT TO 
kArNATAkA’s 
MANDyA 
New Delhi: union home 
and Cooperation Minister 
amit shah will be on a two-
day visit to Mandya and 
Bengaluru rural districts 
of poll-bound Karnataka 
from Friday. shah will at-
tend three events in gejjal-
agere, Mandya, the Palace 
grounds, Bengaluru, and 
sauharda, Bengaluru 
rural district, all related 
to the cooperative sector. 
he will also address public 
gatherings in his two-day 
visit to Karnataka, where 
elections for 224 assembly 
seats are scheduled next 
year, as the tenure of the 
state assembly is expiring 
on 28 May 2023. 

FOur ArresTeD 
FOr DuPING 
uNeMPLOyeD 
PeOPLe 
hariDwar: Four mem-
bers of a gang, including 
a woman, have been ar-
rested for allegedly duping 
unemployed people on 
the pretext of giving them 
government jobs, the 
police said on Thursday. 
Officials said that they 
received complaints from 
victims in haridwar and 
other parts of the country, 
on the basis of which a 
raid was conducted and 
the four suspects were 
nabbed. The arrested have 
been identified as Vijay 
Nautiyal, renu, Nitin, and 
siddharth. 

INDIA’s CurreNT 
ACCOuNT DeFICIT 
wIDeNs 
MuMBai: india’s current 
account balance recorded 
a deficit of usD 36.4 billion 
(4.4% of gDP) in Q2 of 
2022-23 (July-september), 
up from usD 18.2 billion 
(2.2 % of gDP) in Q1 
(april-June), rBi’s balance 
of payments (BoP) data 
showed on Thursday. The 
deficit was usD 9.7 billion 
(1.3% of gDP) a year ago 
in the July-september 
quarter. a current account 
deficit is when the total 
value of imports a country 
make exceeds the total 
value of exports. however, 
india’s services exports 
reported a growth of 30.2% 
on a year-on-year basis on 
the back of rising exports 
of software, business and 
travel services.

Tejashwi yadav and nitish kumar

Donations by electoral trusts to political parties, Fy 2021-22 (in rs Cr)



A Chandigarh University 
student, who returned from 
the United States (US) two 
days ago, has been tested 
positive, authorities said on 
Thursday. As per informa-
tion, the student had gone to 
the US regarding an assign-
ment. “The infected student 
has been quarantined, and 
the whole hostel is being 
sanitized,” hostel authori-
ties said. 

“His sample will be sent 
for genome sequencing,” 

officials said. The students 
expressed concerns after 
the case, and feared that it 
might lead to spread of cov-
id-19 infection among others. 
The hostel warden, Naveen 
Kumar said that the entire 
hostel premises has been sa-
nitised, and two floors of the 
hostel have been prohibited 
for use by the students. 

Incidentally, a recent surge 
has been observed in Co-
vid cases across the world, 
including in countries like 
China and the US. BF.7 vari-
ant is believed to be the ma-
jor factor behind the surge. 
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Gurdwara elections

Emphasising on earliest 
elections of Sikh Gurdwara 
Management Committee, 
Haryana Home Minister 
Anil Vij on Wednesday said 
the BJP government does 
not intend to do politics over 
the religious affairs of Sikhs. 
During the discussion re-
garding the Haryana Sikh 
Gurdwara (Management) 
Amendment Bill, 2022 in the 
state Assembly, Vij said, “Our 
government does not want to 
interfere in the religious man-
agement of Sikhs. Our inten-
tion is not to do politics on the 

issue of Sikhs. But we want 
the election process to start 
at the earliest and the elected 
representatives should form 
their Adhoc Committee at the 
earliest. Among the elected 
representatives, only one 
person will be made patron.” 
The Haryana Sikh Gurdwara 

(Management) Amendment 
Bill, 2022 was passed in the 
Winter session of the state 
legislative assembly. 

The Haryana HM said that 
on July 14, 2014, the Congress 
government had brought this 
act but it lacked various as-
pects including the matter 
of elections. Vij said the BJP 
government appointed Justice 
HS Bhalla as Commissioner 
to take further action regard-
ing the Gurudwara manage-
ment committee elections. 
“The Opposition is question-
ing the appointment of Justice 
Bhalla while he has been de-
puted to conduct the elections 
at the earliest,” he said. 

Govt won’t interfere in reliGious 
affairs of sikhs: anil vij 

druG traffickinG

law and order
in himachal Pradesh

in ludhaiana

challenGinG 2022

biG steP

Haryana Police have seized a 
whopping 24 tonnes of nar-
cotic substance worth crores 
of rupees during the year 
2022. The police have also 
attached properties worth Rs 
31.45 crore of those involved 
in drug trafficking under 
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) 
Act. Besides, the process to 
attach properties worth Rs 
12.23 crore of persons who 
are facing charges of smug-
gling drugs in the state is 
also on. Pertaining to the is-
sue DGP P.K. Agrawal said 
that police have filed a total of 
3636 cases under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Act in 2022, as against 
the 2583 cases registered in 
2021. The DGP said that ef-
fective action is being taken 
against drug traffickers to 
completely eradicate the drug 
menace from the state. People 
involved in the drug trade will 

be dealt with strictly. 
It is worth mentioning that 

over 271 kg opium, more 
than 196 kg charas/sulpha, 
over 10173 kg poppy husk, 
6 kg 701-gram smack, over 
13311 kg ganja and 35 kg 328 
gram of heroin was seized 
from the possession of drug 
traffickers. To prevent drug 
trafficking, police have been 
working relentlessly to curb 
drug menace. 

It is because of our team’s 
efforts as well as increased 
inter-state cooperation for 
exchange of information 
that the number of cases 
registered has increased this 
year compared to last year. 
“We have adopted a multi-
pronged approach that result-
ed in seizure of such a large 
amount of narcotic substanc-
es. Our field units including 
the Special Task Force (STF) 
and Haryana State Narcotics 
Control Bureau (HSNCB) 
have dismantled the poten-
tial supply of almost all types 
of narcotics in the state. The 

crackdown was made in line 
with the government’s com-
mitment to make Haryana a 
drug-free state”, he added.

At 587, the maximum cases 
under NDPS Act were regis-
tered in Sirsa, followed by 349 
in Faridabad, 273 in Karnal, 
240 in Fatehabad and 220 
in Kurukshetra. There is no 
place for drugs in our society. 
We will continue to speed up 
our operations against drug 
traffickers and drug cartels 
to save the people especially 
youth from drug menace. Be-
sides, special campaigns are 
being organized to make the 
youth aware of the ill effects 
of drug addiction, he added. 

The DGP also urged people 
to supplement the police ef-
forts in tightening the noose 
on those involved in drug 
peddling by sharing informa-
tion about sale, consumption 
and use of drugs at mobile 
number 7087089947, toll-
free number 1800-180-1314 
and landline number 01733-
253023.

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu on Wednesday di-
rected the authorities in 
all tourist destinations to 
facilitate tourists and main-
tain law and order in the 
state keeping in mind the 
increasing tourist footfall in 
the region. Sukhu said that 
the government has also di-
rected to open the dhabas, 
restaurants and other eating 
joints for 24 hours in tour-

ist destinations from Janu-
ary 2, 2023, till January 7 in 
Manali. “In tourist destina-
tions like Shimla, Manali, 
Kasauli and Dharamshala 
till January 2 and especial-
ly in Manali there will be 
the winter carnival and in 
Manali, they can open it till 
January 7,” he said. 

He said that the COVID 
situation in the state is nor-
mal and the vaccination 
shortage would be met soon. 
“I am holding a meeting on 
the Covid-19 situation in the 
state and will be monitoring. 

The situation is normal here, 
there is a shortage of one 
vaccine. We shall manage it, 
I have also spoken with the 
NITI AAYOG,” the Chief 
Minister said. 

He said he would also 
hold a meeting on the Old 
Pension Scheme which he 
had earlier said was the top 
priority of the State govern-
ment. The Chief Minister 
was answering media ques-
tions after the programme 
held on the 138th Birth an-
niversary of the Indian Na-
tional Congress. He said it 

was an honour to be in the 
Congress party where he 
started politics as a class 
representative and reached 
the post of Chief Minister. 
He said, “My elevation as 
Chief Minister of the State 
was in fact the honour of 
every grassroots worker 
of the Congress. The State 
government is committed to 
all-round and balanced de-
velopment of the State.” He 
said that the Congress gov-
ernment in the State would 
give due respect and honour 
to the Congress workers. 

Ahead of Lohri festival, the 
kites with the picture of late 
Punjabi singer Sidhu Moose-
wala bagged the top spot for 
the buyers in Ludhiana. The 
kites with pictures of PM Na-
rendra Modi, singer Mankirt 
Aulakh, Babbu Maan are 
also in the race. But the late 
punjabi singer seems to ex-
ert a strong influence over the 
young generation of Punjab. 
A shopkeeper of Ludhiana 
says, “Sidhu Moosewala was 
an icon. As soon as the kites 
come to the shop, they are get-
ting sold in the blink of an eye. 
People coming from villages 

especially are demanding for 
kites. Advance orders are be-
ing placed as well.” 

Another  shopkeeper 
Gaurav Chandla told, “This 
time Sidhu Moosewala is 
on high demand. Any child 
who comes to the shop asks 
for Moosewala’s kite. People 
are coming from different dis-
tricts of Punjab to buy kites. 
Moosewala-kites are sure hit 
this year in the market.” 

Year 2022 has been quite a 
challenge for Punjabis and 
Punjab Police as the nexus 
of terrorists-gangsters and 
drug smugglers dominated 
the state. New challenges 
kept arising before the Pun-
jab Police, in the midst of 
all this, international level 
singer Sidhu Moosewala, 
Kabaddi player Sandeep 
Nangal Ambian got killed 
by gangsters. The Punjab 
police could not even save 
their own Police station as 
an RPG attack was carried 
out on the intelligence agen-
cy headquarters in Mohali 
and Sarhali police station in 
a mere gap of 8 months. 

This year Pakistani intel-
ligence agency ISI changed 
its way of targeting India 
through Punjab’s border. It 
engaged teenagers in gang-
sterism and terrorism and 
also engaged young lads 

in the heroin business. 
With every stash of heroin, 
weapons were sent to Pun-
jab. Pistols and cartridges 
are also being found along 
with heroin being seized 
on the Pakistan border. 
Recently loaded RPG was 
recovered by Punjab Police.  
The weapons used in the 
murder of Sidhu Moosewala 
were of advanced technique 
and there are reports that 
AK-47 was used in killing of 
Moosewala . 

According to an official, 
Chinese-made weapons 
are also coming from the 
Pakistan border, includ-
ing the C-30 pistol. ISI 
used Harinder Rinda, 
Goldie Brar and Lakh-
bir Singh Landa sitting in 
Pakistan for smuggling. 
On 29 May 2022, Sidhu 
Moosewala was murdered 
in broad daylight. Gangster 
Lawrence Bishnoi took re-
sponsibility of the murder 
by faction on social me-

dia. Since then, Lawrence 
Bishnoi is in the custody of 
the Punjab Police. Whole 
world reacted angrily after 
the murder of Moosewala. 
The conspiracy behind the 
murder was hatched by 
Goldie Brar sitting abroad. 
On 13 March, during a 
Kabaddi match, internation-
al Kabaddi player Sandeep 
Nangal Ambian was shot 
dead in public by shooters. 
This made it clear that gang-
sters have complete interfer-
ence in sports like Kabaddi.
On 4 November 2022, Shiv 
Sena leader Sudhir Suri was 
publicly shot dead in Punjab 
amidst police custody.

On 9 November 2022, Ram 
Rahim Dera follower and 
accused in sacrilege case, 
Pradeep Singh was mur-
dered in Faridkot. Goldie 
Brar took the responsibility.

On April 6, Kabaddi player 
Dharminder Singh was shot 
dead outside a university in 
Patiala.

On 7 December, business-
man Timmy Chawla and his 
gunman were murdered by 
Sajan Singh, Hardeep Singh 
alias Thacker and Manga 
Singh alias Bichoo. The 
shooters demanded extor-
tion of Rs 30 lakh from him. 

Due to  this  a  lot  of 
panic spread in Punjab. 
This year the state police 
conducted several opera-
tions against the terrorists 
and busted 18 big organized 
terrorist networks and ar-
rested 119 terrorists. During 
this, 43 rifles were sealed. 
13 Tiffin IDs were seized. A 
total of 220 pistols/revolv-
ers and 24.400 kg were re-
covered. 

This year 244 drone sight-
ings were reported in Pun-
jab. Out of these, 23 drones 
were shot down and 428 
gangsters were caught in 
the joint operation of Border 
Security Force and Punjab 
Police. A total of 111 gangster 
modules were busted. 

The Bhagwant Mann-led 
AAP government in Pun-
jab on Wednesday declared 
that colleges and university 
teachers will be paid under 
the 7th Pay Commission. 

State Higher Education 
Minister Gurmeet Singh 
Meet Hayer applauded the 
decision, calling it a ‘big’ 
step by the state govern-
ment, which was pending 
for the last six years. Under 
the revised pay structure, 
the teachers will take home 
a combined Rs 280 crore. 
Funds or the disbursement 
of revised salaries will be re-

leased from the state exche-
quer, the Punjab government 
said in a statement. 

The 7th Pay Commission 

as well as holiday benefits 
will also be extended to the 
guest faculty and part-time 
lecturers.

Haryana Police registers 3626 cases 
under NDPS Act in 2022

no tourist should face trouble in 
himachal: cm sukhu directs officers 

lahaul-sPiti receives season’s first snowfall

kites featurinG late sinGer 
moosewala on hiGh demand 

2022: loss of moosewala, a year of terrorism, 
GanGsterism and smuGGlinG dominated in Punjab

Punjab govt implements 7th 
Pay Commission for college, 
university teachers
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in chandiGarh

exPressinG concerns

The transport depart-
ment under the Chan-
digarh administration 

on Wednesday issued a noti-
fication making it mandatory 
for fitment of vehicle location 
tracking (VLT) devices and 
panic buttons for all public 
service vehicles in the Union 
Territory of Chandigarh. 

An order in this regard has 
been issued on directions of 
the Union Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways, 
Government of India. The 

Administrator, UT Chan-
digarh is pleased to make 
it mandatory for fitment of 

vehicle location tracking de-
vices and panic buttons for 
the vehicles in UT Chandi-

garh as specified under the 
Rule 125 (H) of Central Motor 
Vehicle Rules, 1989, Sub-Rule 
5 of Rule 90 of Central Motor 
Vehicle Rules, 1989 and Sub-
Rule 1 of Rule 129 of Central 
Motor Vehicle Rules, 1989, 
the state transport depart-
ment said in its notification. 

“All specified registered 
vehicles shall have to com-
ply with requirements be-
fore January 31, 2023, and all 
Specified New Vehicles shall 
have to comply with the same 
at the time of registration of 
the vehicle,” it said. 

location trackinG devices  
mandatory for Public 
vehicles from 31 jan, 2023

US returnee Chandigarh 
university student tests 
Covid-19 positive
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location tracking devices and panic buttons mandatory for public vehicles 
from 31 Jan, 2023

a view of the snow-covered Shinku la Pass after receiving fresh snow-
fall, in lahaul and Spiti on Monday.

haryana home Minister anil vij 

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann

top of the day

assam Police 
foils smuGGlinG 
bid
BiSwanath: assam 
police intercepted a truck 
during a naka checking 
and recovered 32 cattle 
from it. two persons have 
also been apprehended 
in connection with this 
incident.  a police team of 
Borgang police outpost 
in Biswanath district of 
assam set up a naka 
checking on wednesday 
and intercepted a truck. 
On checking it, they found 
the cattle in it. “we had 
intercepted the truck which 
was coming from gohpur 
side and during search, 
we found 32 cattle. we 
apprehended the driver 
and handyman of the truck. 
the truck was coming 
from naharlagun towards 
Kharupetia,” B. Bey, police 
officer of Borgang police 
outpost said. 

three arrested 
for stealinG  
rs 1.15 lakh 
from scooter
ChittOOr: palamaneru 
police on thursday arrested 
three persons for allegedly 
stealing rs1.15 lakh from 
the dickey of a scooter. the 
police also recovered rs 
70,000 from the accused 
and a two-wheeler which 
they used to flee after com-
mitting the theft. Officials 
said that the two-wheeler 
and the cash belonged to 
a resident of palamaneru 
gandhi nagar.  the victim, 
prashanth Kumar of 
palamaneru gandhi nagar, 
in his complaint to the 
police in may this year said 
that he had withdrawn rs 
1.15 lakh from the bank for 
medical expenses and kept 
the money in the dickey of 
the scooter. later he found 
the cash missing and ap-
proached the police, pala-
maneru Circle inspector (Ci) 
Chandrasekhar said.  

Pathankot:  
3.2 kG oPium 
seized by Police
pathanKOt: two drug 
peddlers were arrested 
and 3.2 kg of opium was 
recovered on wednesday, 
by the pathankot police 
in malikpur Chowk. the 
police had received a secret 
input, based on which they 
barricaded the roads, and 
arrested the two peddlers. 
the two arrested drug 
peddlers are residents of 
rajasthan, and they had en-
tered pathankot for smug-
gling drugs. the police also 
seized two mobile phones 
from their possession. 

naxal leader 
of cPi (maoist) 
surrenders in 
ranchi
ranChi: a naxal leader of 
the dreaded Communist 
party of india (Cpi, mao-
ist) surrendered before 
Jharkhand police and the 
Central reserve police 
Force (CrpF) personnel 
in ranchi, officials said 
on wednesday. the sur-
rendered naxal has been 
identified as aman ganjhu, 
who carried a cash prize 
in his name. Officials said 
that the Cpi (maoist) was 
carrying a bounty of rs 
19 lakhs, and joined the 
banned Cpi (maoist) or-
ganization eighteen years 
ago. “aman ganjhu was 
the regional commander 
in the Cpi maoist organi-
zation and has been active 
as a maoist organization 
member since 2004,” they 
said.
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The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) on 
Thursday said that the 
tribal district of Lahaul and 
Spiti in Himachal Pradesh 
received the season’s first 
snowfall. On the other 
hand, Baramulla town in 
North Kashmir received 
light snowfall and a mini-
mum temperature of mi-
nus 2 degrees Celsius will 
remain on Friday, IMD in-
formed. Officials said there 
would be some respite from 
the cold wave conditions 

in Kashmir as the mercury 
rose by a few notches in the 
Valley.

“Light to moderate snow-

fall is likely to occur at iso-
lated places for two days 
from Thursday,” IMD fur-
ther added. 



Pharma firm stops cough syrup 
production; BJP, Congress fight
by Indian pharmaceutical firm Doc-Max.  The incident 
sparked a political row with Congress hitting out at the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led government stating 
that it should stop boasting about India being a pharmacy 
to the world. 

Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh in a tweet 
linked the Uzbekistan deaths to the deaths of 66 children in 
African country of Gambia earlier this year. “Made in India 
cough syrups seem to be deadly. First, it was the deaths of 
70 kids in Gambia and now it is that of 18 children in Uz-
bekistan. Modi Sarkar must stop boasting about India be-
ing a pharmacy to the world and take the strictest action,” 
Ramesh tweeted. 

The BJP hit back at the Congress and stated that “blinded 
in its hate for Modi, Congress continues to deride India and 
its entrepreneurial spirit.” BJP leader Amit Malviya tweet-
ed, “The death of children in Gambia had nothing to do with 
the consumption of cough syrup made in India. That has 
been clarified by the Gambian authorities and DCGI, both. 
But blinded in its hate for Modi, Congress continues to de-
ride India and its entrepreneurial spirit. Shameful...” 

Indian pharma industry reliable 
supplier: MEA  
“We understand that legal action has been initiated by the 
Uzbek authorities against some people including the local 
representatives of the company there. In that context, we 
are extending consular assistance to those individual or in-
dividuals,” the MEA spokesperson said. 
Bagchi said that MEA has seen media reports in this regard 
of the unfortunate deaths of 18 children. Citing the Uzbek 
authorities, he said the deaths appeared to have occurred 
over a period of two months. 

“We also understand that Uzbek authorities are in-
vestigating this case, including whether there is a 
possible link with the cough syrup manufactured 
in India. We saw a press release issued by the Min-
istry of Health,” the MEA spokesperson added. 
“The Uzbek authorities have not formally taken up the mat-
ter with us. Nevertheless, our embassy has taken up the 
case with the Uzbek side and is seeking further details of 
their own investigation,” he added. 

This comes as India is in contact with the national drug 
regulator of Uzbekistan regarding reports of India-made 
cough syrups allegedly linked to the deaths of 18 children 
in Uzbekistan. 

“Under directions of the Union Minister of Health & Fam-
ily Welfare Mansukh Mandaviya, the Central Drugs Stan-
dard Control Organisation (CDSCO) has been in regular 
contact with the national drug regulator of Uzbekistan re-
garding the matter since 27 December 2022,” the statement 
read. 

Immediately upon receipt of the information, a joint in-
spection of the Nodia facility of the manufacturer, Marion 
Biotech, was carried out by UP Drug Control and CDSCO 
team and further action as appropriate would be initiated 
based on the inspection report. 

According to health ministry, Marion Biotech is a licensed 
manufacturer and holds license for manufacturing Dok1 
Max syrup and tablets for export purposes granted by 
Drugs Controller, UP. The samples of the cough syrup have 
been taken from the manufacturing premises and sent to 
Regional Drugs Testing Laboratory (RDTL), Chandigarh 
for testing. 

Rahul violated guidelines 113 
times: CRPF on allegations 
 KC Venugopal. “For instance, since 2020, there have been 
113 violations observed and duly communicated. It may fur-
ther be mentioned that during the Delhi leg of Bharat Jodo 
Yatra, the protectee has violated security guidelines and 
CRPF will be taking up this matter separately.”

The allegations sparked off a fresh debate. The CRPF said, 
“The security arrangements have been fully made for Mr 
Rahul Gandhi as per the guidelines”. It may be pointed out 
that during visits of the protectee the required security ar-
rangements are made by the CRPF in coordination with 
state police and security agencies as per guidelines.

“Advisories based on threat assessment have been issued 
by the MHA to all stakeholders concerned including the 
state governments. Advance Security Liaison (ASL) is also 
undertaken for every visit,” said the CRPF. 

The Delhi leg of Bharat Jodo Padyatra for December 23, 
2022, ASL involving all stakeholders was conducted on 
December 22, 2022, said the CRPF, adding “all security 
guidelines have been strictly followed and Delhi Police has 
informed that sufficient deployment of security personnel 
was made”. 

Security arrangements made for the protectee work fine 
when the protectee himself adheres to the security guide-
lines laid down, the CRPF further added in its reply. 

BrahMos missile test-fired from 
Sukhoi, can hit 400 kms    
achieving this feat,” read an official statement from the Min-
istry of Defence. Earlier in May, India successfully test-fired 
the extended-range version of BrahMos air-launched mis-
sile from Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft. According to the Min-
istry of Defence, the launch from the aircraft was as planned 
and the missile achieved a direct hit on the designated target 
in the Bay of Bengal region.

It was the first launch of the extended-range version of the 
BrahMos missile from the Su-30MKI aircraft. 

The Ministry said the dedicated and synergetic efforts of 
the Indian Air Force (IAF), Indian Navy, Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO), Bengal Aerotrop-
olis Projects (BAPL) and Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) have proven the capability of the nation to achieve 
this feat. 

Chinese woman spying on Dalai 
Lama detained     
Gaya Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP), Harpreet Kaur 
said, “Local police has received inputs about a Chinese 
woman who has been living in Gaya. We were getting in-
puts on her for the last two years. In view of this, an alert has 

been given and searches are underway.” 
“There is no information at present about the location of the 
Chinese woman. We cannot rule out suspicion of her being 

a Chinese spy,” SSP Kaur said. According to inputs, the sus-
pected Chinese spy had been living in different parts of the 
country including Bodh Gaya for more than one year. How-
ever, there is no record in the foreign section about the stay 
of the Chinese woman. 
The Dalai Lama has this year resumed his annual tour to 
Bodh Gaya, which had been suspended for the last two 
years due to the Covid pandemic. 

Indian economy facing strong 
global headwinds: RBI    
system stability, said RBI in its Financial Stability Report 
on Thursday.  “For emerging market economies (EMEs), 
the challenges are even harsher as they encounter global 
spillovers, debt fragility, currency volatility, and capital 
outflows,” it said in the report. The global economy too 
is facing formidable headwinds with recessionary risks 
looming large, it said.  “The interaction of multiple shocks 
has resulted in tightening of financial conditions and 
heightened volatility in financial markets,” the report said. 
About inflation, it said though it is elevated, but is retreat-
ing in response to monetary policy actions and supply-side 
interventions. 
 The RBI, in its fight against rising inflation, hiked the 
key policy rate by 225 basis points since May to 6.25 per 
cent to cool off domestic retail inflation that had stayed 
above the RBI’s upper tolerance limit for over three quar-
ters. Raising interest rates typically cools the demand 
in the economy, thereby putting a brake on inflation. 
The latest hike was on 7 December, when the Monetary Pol-
icy Committee (MPC) of the RBI increased the policy repo 
rate by 35 basis points. *

PM’s mother’s health is 
recovering, likely to be discharged 
“Heeraba’s health is very good. Her health is re-
covering rapidly. She is likely to be discharged in a 
day or so,” a CMO said in a statement on Thursday. 
Earlier on Wednesday, PM Modi visited his mother at the 
UN Mehta Institute of Cardiology and Research Centre. 
Several leaders, ministers and world leaders wished a 
speedy recovery to PM Modi’s mother after she was admit-
ted to a hospital. 
Taking to Twitter, Rahul Gandhi said, “The love between a 
mother and a son is eternal and priceless. Modi ji, my love, 
and support is with you in this difficult time. I hope your 
mother gets well soon.”  Congress leader Priyanka Gan-
dhi also wished for PM Modi’s mother’s speedy recovery 
and said, “We all are with him (PM Modi) in this hour.” 
Sri Lanka’s former Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa to-
day wished speedy recovery to Heeraben. 
“I wish my good friend PM @narendramodi’s mother 
Smt Heeraben Modi ji a speedy recovery from her recent 
ailment. Our prayers are with her for healing and good 
health,” Mahinda Rajapaksa said in a tweet.  Israeli Am-
bassador to India, Naor Gilon extended his ‘good wishes’ to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s mother Heeraben Modi 
after she was admitted to a hospital in Ahmedabad.  “Pray-
ing for the good health & speedy recovery of PM @naren-
dramodi’s mother Smt #HeerabenModi ji,” Naor Gilon said 
in a tweet on Wednesday.  Meanwhile, Shri Badrinath-Ke-
darnath temple committee on Thursday offered prayers for 
the speedy recovery of Heeraben, mother of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, at the holy shrine in Uttarakhand.  Shri 
Badrinath-Kedarnath Temple Committee President Ajen-
dra Ajay said that prayers were offered after Abhishek Puja 
at Shri Omkareshwar Temple Ukhimath, Winter Abode 
of Lord Kedarnath.  The priests of the Shri Badrinath-Ke-
darnath Temple Committee also performed prayers for the 
good health of Heeraben Modi (99) at Shri Narasimha Tem-
ple Joshimath and Yog Badri Pandukeshwar. “Apart from 
this, prayers were also offered in temples subordinate to 
the temple committee including Vishwanath Temple Gupt-
kashi, famous Shaktipeeth Kalimath, Shri Triyuginarayan 
Temple, Shri Markateshwar.

Teacher arrested for breaking stu-
dent’s hand as she fails    
of Madhya Pradesh, is not good. In such a situation, the mi-
nor stays along with him here. The school takes children’s 
tests before giving admission, so we started sending her to 
tuition classes.” 
“Earlier, we forbade the tuition teacher to beat up the child. 
On Tuesday, the teacher called and said that the girl had 
fallen in the bathroom. When we asked her, she told us that 
the tuition teacher assaulted her due to which her hand got 
fractured. After that we admitted the girl to the hospital and 
complained about the matter in the police station,” Singh 
added. 
Habibganj Police station in charge Manish Raj Singh told 
ANI, “A complaint was received that the tuition teacher had 
beaten up the minor girl when she was unable to pronounce 
the spelling of ‘Parrot’ in which she sustained severe inju-
ries.” 
“When consulted with doctors, they said that the girl’s right 
hand has been fractured. After that we registered a case 
against the accused under Section 323 (voluntarily causing 
hurt) of IPC, section 75 of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protec-

tion of Children) Act 2015. The accused tuition teacher has 
been arrested and further investigation into the matter is 
on,” SHO Singh added. 
BOX (page 1) 
Delhi directs schools to comply with child rights norms
New Delhi: As incident of corporal punishment grows, 
Delhi government on Thursday directed all government-
aided and unaided recognized private schools to comply 
with National Commission for Protection of Child Rights’ 
(NCPCR) guidelines on ‘Eliminating Corporal Punishment 
in schools’.
“All Heads of Govt., Govt. Aided and Recognised Unaided 
Private Schools under Directorate of Education are hereby 
directed to familiarise themselves with the guidelines for-
mulated by NCPCR regarding ‘Eliminating Corporal Pun-
ishment in Schools’ and ensure the compliance of the above 
guidelines in their respective schools,” the Delhi govern-
ment said in a statement. Citing Article 21A of the Constitu-
tion, NCPCR insisted on the elimination of corporal pun-
ishment to children in schools. 
“I am inviting your reference to the increasing number of 
cases of “Corporal Punishment” in Schools in the guise of 
disciplining and setting order amongst children in Schools 
being frequently reported to the Commission. In several 
such instances, it has been noted by the Commission that 
Corporal Punishment to Children has led to disabling some 
children (fractures, impaired vision and hearing), mental 
abuse, cruelty, sexual abuse, harassment and even death 
due to the severity of Corporal Punishment meted to chil-
dren,” NCPCR said in a statement. 
“It is pertinent to mention that Children are citizens of this 
country having Constitutionally guaranteed Fundamental 
Rights. Article 21 of the Constitution of India which protects 
the right to life and dignity includes the right to education 
for children up to 14 years of age. Corporal punishment 
amounts to abuse and militates against the freedom and 
dignity of a child. It also interferes with a child’s right to edu-
cation because fear of corporal punishment makes children 
more likely to avoid school or to drop out altogether. Hence, 
corporal punishment is violative of the right to life with dig-
nity,” the statement added further. 
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Schools’ and ensure the compliance of the above guidelines 
in their respective schools,” the Delhi government said in a 
statement. Citing Article 21A of the Constitution, NCPCR 
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Kangana Ranaut says it’s ‘murder’
one but she can never deal with the fact that her love 
story never had love, for the other person her love and 
vulnerability was just an easy target for exploitation, her 
reality was not the same as the other person who was in 
it only to use and abuse her physically and emotionally,” 
she wrote. 
Kangana added, “She can’t trust her own perception in 
such a state one feels no difference in being alive or dead 
after all life is just our perception and if she decides to 
end her life...please know she didn’t do it alone... it’s a 
murder.” Kangana requested Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to make new laws to safeguard women against ‘po-
lygamy and acid attacks’. 
“I request honourable Prime Minister @nsrendramodi 
ji... Like Krishna rose for Draupadi like Ram took a stand 
for Sita, we expect you to make strong laws against polyg-
amy without consent, acid attacks against women and of 
course chopping them into many pieces should amount 
to immediate death sentence without trial,” Kangana 
posted. 
Tunisha was reportedly hospitalized after she suffered 
anxiety attacks a few months ago. She suffered from de-
pression and anxiety around 2018 as well. 

Tunisha’s mother alleges Sheezan 
‘consumed drugs’
with news agency, Tunisha’s mother- Vanita Sharma said 
that Sheezan “used to consume drugs,” however, she could 

not confirm how 
long he was into 
drugs. Tunisha’s 
mother had ear-
lier accused Shee-
zan of having re-
lationships with 
several girls. The 
police had said 
they would grill 
Sheezan on the 
claim of Tunisha’s 
mother. 
The Waliv Police 
had summoned 

Tunisha Sharma’s mother Vanita Sharma, her uncle Pawan 
Sharma and her driver to record their statements in con-

nection with the alleged suicide of the television actor, who 
was found dead on the sets of her ongoing show ‘Alibaba - 
Dastaan-e-Kabul’ on Saturday. A day later, her ex-boyfriend 
and co-star in the show, Sheezan Khan, was arrested on the 
charge of abetment to suicide. 
The police said it was a serious and high-profile case which 
required a thorough investigation. But, Sheezan was nei-
ther giving proper answers to questions during interroga-
tion nor cooperating in the ongoing probe, the investigators 
had alleged on Wednesday. 
The police said they have seized three mobile phones, in-
cluding two iPhones, over the course of its ongoing probe in 
the case. It further informed that they have retrieved Shee-
zan’s chats with Tunisha, her mother and his mother from 
his phone that they had seized earlier. 
Police said they also found Sheezan’s chats with a ‘secret 
girlfriend’. They claimed Sheezan talked with his ‘secret 
girlfriend’ for two hours on the day of Tunisha’s death.
In an intriguing development in the said death case, lend-
ing further credence to love jihad claims, the uncle of the de-
ceased TV actor, Pawan Sharma, has claimed that Tunisha’s 
behaviour and lifestyle had changed after she met Sheezan 
Khan, her boyfriend arrested on the charge of abetment, 
and she even started wearing a ‘Hijab’ (a headscarf worn by 
Muslim women). 

Tunisha’s mother, uncle, aunt 
questioned
au nt  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w it h  t h e  a l l e ge d  s u i-
c i d e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  t e l e v i s i o n  a c t o r . 
Tunisha’s mother Vanita Sharma and her uncle Pawan 
Sharma were summoned by the Waliv Police for interroga-
tion on Wednesday. Tunisha’s mother, speaking to ANI ear-
lier in the day, alleged that Sheezan “used to consume drugs”. 
She had earlier accused Sheezan of having relation-
ships with several girls. The police had said they 
would grill Sheezan on the claim of Tunisha’s mother. 
In another intriguing claim in the case, Tunisha’s uncle 
Pawan Sharma on Wednesday said that the actor’s behav-
iour and lifestyle had changed after she met Sheezan and 
she even started wearing a ‘Hijab’ (a headscarf worn by 
Muslim women).

Kangana Ranaut says it’s ‘murder’
one but she can never deal with the fact that her love 
story never had love, for the other person her love and 
vulnerability was just an easy target for exploitation, her 
reality was not the same as the other person who was in 
it only to use and abuse her physically and emotionally,” 
she wrote. 
Kangana added, “She can’t trust her own perception in 
such a state one feels no difference in being alive or dead 
after all life is just our perception and if she decides to 
end her life...please know she didn’t do it alone... it’s a 
murder.” Kangana requested Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to make new laws to safeguard women against ‘po-
lygamy and acid attacks’. 
“I request honourable Prime Minister @nsrendramodi 
ji... Like Krishna rose for Draupadi like Ram took a stand 
for Sita, we expect you to make strong laws against polyg-
amy without consent, acid attacks against women and of 
course chopping them into many pieces should amount 
to immediate death sentence without trial,” Kangana 
posted. 
Tunisha was reportedly hospitalized after she suffered 
anxiety attacks a few months ago. She suffered from de-
pression and anxiety around 2018 as well. 

Tunisha’s mother alleges Sheezan 
‘consumed drugs’
with news agency, Tunisha’s mother- Vanita Sharma 
said that Sheezan “used to consume drugs,” however, she 
could not confirm how long he was into drugs. Tunisha’s 
mother had earlier accused Sheezan of having relation-
ships with several girls. The police had said they would 
grill Sheezan on the claim of Tunisha’s mother. 

The Waliv Police had summoned Tunisha Sharma’s 
mother Vanita Sharma, her uncle Pawan Sharma and 
her driver to record their statements in connection with 
the alleged suicide of the television actor, who was found 
dead on the sets of her ongoing show ‘Alibaba - Dastaan-
e-Kabul’ on Saturday. A day later, her ex-boyfriend and 
co-star in the show, Sheezan Khan, was arrested on the 
charge of abetment to suicide. 

The police said it was a serious and high-profile case 
which required a thorough investigation. But, Sheezan 
was neither giving proper answers to questions during 
interrogation nor cooperating in the ongoing probe, the 
investigators had alleged on Wednesday. 

The police said they have seized three mobile phones, 
including two iPhones, over the course of its ongoing 
probe in the case. It further informed that they have re-
trieved Sheezan’s chats with Tunisha, her mother and his 
mother from his phone that they had seized earlier. 

Police said they also found Sheezan’s chats with a ‘secret 
girlfriend’. They claimed Sheezan talked with his ‘secret 
girlfriend’ for two hours on the day of Tunisha’s death. In 
an intriguing development in the said death case, lend-
ing further credence to love jihad claims, the uncle of 
the deceased TV actor, Pawan Sharma, has claimed that 
Tunisha’s behaviour and lifestyle had changed after she 
met Sheezan Khan, her boyfriend arrested on the charge 
of abetment, and she even started wearing a ‘Hijab’ (a 
headscarf worn by Muslim women). 

Tunisha’s mother, uncle, aunt 
questioned
au nt  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w it h  t h e  a l l e ge d  s u i -
c i d e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  t e l e v i s i o n  a c t o r . 
Tunisha’s mother Vanita Sharma and her uncle Pawan 
Sharma were summoned by the Waliv Police for interro-
gation on Wednesday. 

Tunisha’s mother, speaking to ANI earlier in the 
day, alleged that Sheezan “used to consume drugs”. 
She had earlier accused Sheezan of having relation-
ships with several girls. The police had said they 
would grill Sheezan on the claim of Tunisha’s mother. 
In another intriguing claim in the case, Tunisha’s uncle 
Pawan Sharma on Wednesday said that the actor’s behav-
iour and lifestyle had changed after she met Sheezan and 
she even started wearing a ‘Hijab’ (a headscarf worn by 
Muslim women).

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

5nationthe daily guardian review
friday |  30 december 2022

new delhi



6 nation the daily guardian review
friday |  30 december 2022
new delhi

action

declaration

More than a thousand cad-
res of the Communist Party 
of India (CPI) were detained 
on Thursday for creating a 
blockade around Tamil Nadu 
Governor RN Ravi’s house 
and staging a protest.

The Communist Party of 
India has urged the Cen-
tral Government to remove 
RN Ravi from the post of 
Governor saying that his 
transgressive actions have 
confirmed his unfitness for 
the position. The rally was 
headed by D. Raja, National 
General Secretary of the CPI 
and Mutharasan, Tamilnadu 
State Secretary of the party 
who were also detained by 

the Police.
Several party MPs par-

ticipated in the rally. It in-
cluded K. Subparayan MP 
(Tirupur) M. Selvaraj MP 
(Nagapatnam), State Deputy 
Secretaries N. Periyasamy, 
M. Veerapandian, Treasurer 
M. Arumugam, Assembly 
members T. Ramachandran 
MLA (Tali) K. Marimuthu 

MLA (Thinutaraipoondi). 
Party Cadres from all over 
Tamil Nadu participated in 
the rally.

The CPI has been demand-
ing the removal of the Tail 
Nadu Governor alleging that 
he is a propounder of Hindu-
tva and Sanatan Dharma and 
doesn’t deserve to remain on 
the Governor’s position.

The Supreme Court has is-
sued notice to the Centre and 
some states on a petition al-
leging violations in environ-
mental clearance granted 
to the Polavaram multi-
purpose irrigation project. 
A bench of Justices Sanjiv 
Khanna and MM Sundresh 
sought responses from the 
Centre, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana and Odisha, 
asking them to file their  
affidavits. 

It  posted the matter 
for hearing in February. 
The order of the top court 

came on a plea filed by 
economist Dr Pentapati Pul-
larao contending alleged 
violations in environmen-
tal and forest clearances 
of the Polavaram project. 
The plea was filed against an 
order of the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT), directing 
him to approach the Su-
preme Court with his plea. 
Pullarao had originally 
moved the NGT contending 
that Andhra Pradesh vio-
lated environmental norms 
by dumping muck in the sur-
rounding areas and causing 
irreparable damage to the 
environment. 

To encourage domestic 
migrants to exercise their 
franchise, the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) on 
Thursday informed about a 
prototype Multi-Constitu-
ency Remote Electronic Vot-
ing Machine (RVM), which 
would enable migrant vot-
ers to vote from remote poll-
ing stations.

“Migration-based disen-
franchisement is indeed not 
an option in the age of tech-
nological advancement. The 
voter turnout in General 
Elections 2019 was 67.4 % 
and the Election Commis-
sion of India is concerned 
about the issue of over 30 
Crore electors not exercis-
ing their franchise and also 
differential voter turnout 
in various States/UTs,” the 
ECI said in a statement. It 

said the inability to vote 
due to internal migration 
(domestic migrants) is one 
of the prominent reasons 
behind low voter turnout.

With the objective of find-
ing a technological solution 
that is credible, accessible, 
and acceptable to all stake-
holders, the Commission, 
headed by Chief Election 
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar, 
along with election com-
missioners Anup Chandra 
Pandey and Arun Goel, 
explored the option of us-
ing a modified version of 
the time-tested model of 
M3 EVMs to enable voting 
at remote polling stations 
i.e. polling stations outside 
the home constituency, 
for domestic migrants, the 
statement further read. The 
migrant voter wouldn’t be 
required to travel to his/her 
home district to exercise 
his/her franchise.

cPi suPPorters detained for blocking 
tamil nadu governor’s house Polavaram Project: sc sends 

notices to centre, states on 
Plea alleging violations

Petition

conference

innovation

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday filed a 
Special Leave Petition (SLP) 
in the Supreme Court, op-
posing the Allahabad High 
Court’s Lucknow bench or-
der to hold the urban body 
elections without reserva-
tions for Other Backward 
Classes.

On Tuesday, the Lucknow 
bench of the Allahabad 
High Court ordered the 
government to conduct ur-
ban body elections in UP 
without implementing the 
OBC quota. As per the court 
order, all the seats reserved 
for OBCs will now be con-
sidered general. High Court 
also gave instructions to 
conduct the elections imme-
diately. Earlier on Wednes-
day, the Yogi Adityanath 
government constituted a 
Backward Classes Commis-
sion in the state to look into 
the matter.

The commission, which 
has five members, will be 

chaired by retired Judge 
Ram Avtar Singh.

“On the basis of the com-
mission’s report, the back-
ward class reservation will 
be decided for UP’s mu-
nicipal body elections,” an 
official statement said on 
Wednesday.

Former IAS officers CS 
Verma and Mahendra Ku-
mar, former legal advisor 
Santosh Kumar Vishwakar-
ma and former additional 
legal advisor and additional 
district judge Brijesh Kumar 
Soni are other members of 
the commission.

However, even after the 
High Court order, the gov-
ernment said that urban 
body elections in Uttar 
Pradesh would be held 
without backward class 
reservation.

“The commission will 
present its report after con-
ducting a triple test for res-
ervation for the OBC class 
in the body elections. On 
the basis of that report only, 
the government will fix the 
OBC quota in municipal 

elections,” the statement 
said.

It may be noted that reser-
vation for backward classes 
in local bodies was made in 
the Uttar Pradesh Munici-
pality Act-1916 in 1994. In 
order to give reservations 
for the backward classes, 
a provision has also been 
made in the Act to conduct 
a survey.

According to this, a rapid 
survey of backward classes 
is to be conducted by the 
state government in every 
municipal body. Since 1991, 
all the elections to the mu-
nicipal bodies (1995, 2000, 
2006, 2012 and 2017) have 
been conducted on the basis 
of these provisions given in 
the Act and the report of the 
Rapid Survey.

A survey of backward 
classes was conducted by 
the Panchayati Raj Depart-
ment in May 2015.

So far, on the basis of the 
same survey, elections to the 
three-tier panchayats have 
been conducted in 2015 and 
2021.

OBC reservation in urban polls: Yogi 
govt files SLP in Supreme Court

Andhra CM meets Shah, discuss setting 
up of NFSU campus, Polavaram project

EC develops prototype to 
enable domestic migrants 
vote remotely
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statement

in gujarat

in odisha

State Minister of Panchayati 
Raj and Rural Development 
of Rajasthan Rajendra Singh 
Gudha expressed his despair 
over the paper leak scam in 
the state.

Rajendra Singh Gudha 
said, “Ashok Gehlot govern-
ment of Rajasthan has now 
started increasing its own 
problems in the matter of 
paper leak of Senior Teacher 
Recruitment examination. 
The papers of examinations 
are getting leaked again and 
again and we could not get 
the exams done properly. 
We are not able to take effec-
tive action against the crime. 
This is the failure of our gov-
ernment.” The minister was 

speaking to the reporters af-
ter the session of the Rajast-
han Congress in Jaipur.

Terming the senior teach-
er exam paper leak case as 
unfortunate, Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot said on 
Wednesday, “We will make 
more stringent laws to pre-
vent such incidents and 
will also make provision for 
confiscation of property if 
needed.”

More than 1 lakh people 
pledged to donate their organs 
at “Dikri Jagat Janani”, the 
mass marriage ceremony of 
300 fatherless girls organised 
by PP Savani Group in Surat 
on Saturday.

The unique event was organ-
ised by PP Savani Group at PP 
Savani Chaitanya Vidyasankul 
at Abrama in Surat in associa-
tion with Angadaan Chari-
table Trust, Donate Life Foun-
dation, and Jeevandeep Organ 
Donation Foundation, three 

organisations that are commit-
ted to promoting organ dona-
tion. More than 1 lakh people, 
who were present at the mass 
wedding ceremony, pledged to 
donate their organs, enabling 

the event to find a place in the 
India Book of Records. Surat 
is among the leading cities in 
organ donation and the record 
for 1 lakh people vowing to do-
nate their organs is akin to an-

other feather in the Diamond 
City’s cap.

Mahesh Savani of PP Savani 
Group, who has married off as 
many as 4,572 fatherless girls 
as a part of his unique service 
to society and humanity, Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel, and 
several other dignitaries and 
saints were present on the oc-
casion.

“Organ donation is a noble 
act and can save the lives of 
lakhs of people who are wait-
ing for organs. It is the duty of 
every person to contribute to 
this cause and give a new life 
to organ recipients. 

Odisha Police on Thursday 
said that they received the No 
Objection Certificate (NOC) 
and power of attorney from 
the family members of the 
two Russian nationals, who 
died in a hotel last week, for 
the cremation.

As per the senior official 
from Crime Branch, the 
Rayagada Superintendent 
of Police received the NOC 
from the family members of 
both the deceased through 
the consulate in Kolkata. The 
deceased were identified as B 
Vladimir and Powel Anthem, 
from their passports.

“The NOC was given by 
the son of B Vladmir and the 
daughter of Powel Anthem 
with the request for the cre-
mation of the bodies and to 
send the ashes to Russia,” 
said the senior official.

On Wednesday the police 
informed that after the re-
ports of the ‘unnatural’ death 
of two Russian nationals in 
Odisha’s Rayagada, police 
said on Wednesday said the 
post-mortem report of the 
deceased ruled out any foul 
play.

“The post-mortem report 
of the Russian businessman 
and lawmaker ruled out 
foul play. The report said the 
death was due to internal 
injuries after falling from a 
height. The other death was 
due to a heart attack,” said 
Odisha Police.

Odisha CID-Crime Branch 
stepped up its probe into the 
‘unnatural’ death of two Rus-
sian nationals in Rayagada.

“The post-mortem was 
conducted and their viscera 
samples have been preserved 
for further scientific investi-
gation. We are looking at all 
the aspects of the case,” said 
a Crime Branch officer.

CID-Crime Branch inter-
rogated two Russian nation-
als, who accompanied the 
deceased and their inter-
preter at the Crime Branch 
headquarters in Cuttack on 
Wednesday. The trio were 
on their way to Kolkata from 
Rayagada on Tuesday, when 
they were asked to come back 
and join the investigation by 
the Crime Branch.

The team of CID-Crime 
Branch, headed by a senior 
officer, will visit Rayagada on 
Thursday for further investi-
gation. According to the CID-
Crime Branch, preliminary 
investigation has revealed 
that the Russian nationals 
were on a trip to the tribal 
region of Odisha. The Crime 
Branch said it was conduct-
ing background checks on all 
of them, including their travel 
history.

On why the bodies were 
cremated and not sent to 
their families in Russia, the 
Crime Branch officer said the 
bodies were cremated by the 
police only after offical con-
sent and undertaking from 
their family members and 
persons accompanying them.

PaPers leaked rePeatedly, 
ProPer inquiry required: 
rajasthan minister

more than 1 lakh PeoPle Pledge to donate 
organs at a mass marriage ceremony 

Russian nationals death 
case: Police receives NOC 
from family for cremation
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search

The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) 
on Thursday carried 

out searches at 56 locations 
in Kerala in the Popular 
Front of India (PFI) conspir-
acy case, sources said.

The searches are still going 
on at the premises and offic-
es of several suspects having 
links with cadres of PFI, an 
organisation banned by the 

Ministry of Home Affairs in 
September this year with its 
associates, and affiliates for 
a period of five years under 
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act, 1967 by declaring 
it as an unlawful association. 
The raids started early on 
Thursday in coordination 
with state police following 
specific inputs against PFI 
cadres who are accused of 
their involvement in sev-
eral terrorist acts and the 
murder of several persons, 

including Sanjith (Kerala, 
November 2021), V-Ramal-
ingam (Tamil Nadu, 2019), 
Nandu (Kerala, 2021), Abhi-
manyu (Kerala, 2018), Bibin 
(Kerala, 2017), Sharath (Ka-
mataka, 2017), R.Rudresh 
(Kamataka, 2016), Praveen 
Puyari (Karnataka, 2016), 
and Sasi Kumar (Tamil 
Nadu, 2016).

The MHA had earlier said 
that the criminal activities 
and brutal murders have 
been carried out by the PFI 

cadres for the sole objective 
of “disturbing public peace 
and tranquillity and creat-
ing a reign of terror in the 
public mind”.

The MHA has also men-
tioned “international link-
ages of PFI with Global 
Terrorist Groups”, and that 
some activists of the out-
fit have joined the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) 
and participated in terror 
activities in Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

Some of these PFI cadres 
linked to ISIS have been 
killed in these conflict the-
atres and some have been 
arrested by State Police and 
Central Agencies also the 
PFI has linkages with Jamat-
ul-Muyahideen Bangladesh 
(JMB), a proscribed terrorist 
organization”.

The NIA had carried out 
searches at more than 150 
locations across the country 
against PFI cadres so far this 
year.

kerala: nia conducts raids at 56 
locations in Pfi consPiracy case
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Rajendra singh Gudha

CPI supporters staged a protest on Thursday.

more than 1 lakh people pledged to donate organs. 

Russian National who died in Odisha.

top of the day

earthquake of 
magnitude 3.5 
hits guwahati 
GUWAHATI:An earth-
quake of magnitude 3.5 
on the Richter scale hit 
the Guwahati district 
on Thursday afternoon, 
according to the National 
Center for Seismology. 
As per the readings 
from the center, an 
earthquake measuring 
3.5 occurred northeast 
of Guwahati at 12:27 PM 
(local time). “An earth-
quake of magnitude 3.5 
occurred 62km northeast 
of Guwahati, at around 
12:27 pm, today. The 
depth of the earthquake 
was 10 km below the 
ground,” said National 
Center for Seismology. 

youtuber 
riya kumari’s 
husband 
arrested
HOWRAH: The West 
Bengal Police on 
Thursday arrested the 
husband of Jharkhand-
based actor and 
YouTuber Riya Kumari, 
who was allegedly shot 
dead by snatchers in 
the Howrah district of 
West Bengal. Howrah 
Rural Superintendent of 
Police, Swati Bhangalia, 
said that Riya Kumari’s 
husband-- Prakash Ku-
mar-- will be produced 
at the Court today. SP 
Bhangalia said that 
Prakash Kumar has 
been arrested after the 
family of the deceased 
YouTuber lodged a com-
plaint accusing him and 
his brothers of torture 
and domestic violence. 
After producing Prakash 
to court, the police will 
seek his custody and will 
further investigate the 
matter. 

delhi records 
minimum 
temPerature of 
7 degrees 
NEW DELHI: The biting 
cold and foggy conditions 
continued in the national 
capital on Thursday with a 
temperature of 7 degrees 
celsius recorded at the 
Safdarjung station. 
The India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) also 
recorded the temperature 
at Palam as 9.7 degrees 
celsius by 8.30 am today. 
As per IMD, the dense fog 
and cold day conditions 
over northwest India 
would be reduced for 
next 48 hours, however, 
a fresh spell of dense 
fog and cold wave is 
likely to commence over 
northwest India from 31 
December. 

student asked 
to raise ‘jai 
shri ram’ 
slogans in mP
KHANDWA: The police 
registered a case after 
a student was allegedly 
manhandled in Khandwa 
and asked to raise “Jai 
Shri Ram” slogans, police 
informed on Thursday. 
DSP Khandwa, Anil 
Chauhan informed ANI 
that legal action will be 
taken on the basis of 
deliberation. “A complaint 
has been received in 
Thana Pandhana that a 
student going to school 
was manhandled by 
another student and 
asked to raise slogans of 
‘Jai Shri Ram’. A case has 
been registered in this 
matter. Legal action will 
be taken on the basis of 
deliberation,” he said. 
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Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy met 
Union Minister Amit Shah on Thursday and 
requested him to consider setting up of Na-
tional Forensic Sciences University (NFSU) 
Campus at Tirupati.

The Chief Minister reiterated the issues 
raised before Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Environment Minister Bhupender Ya-
dav, has sought setting up of the NFSU cam-
pus to cater to the growing requirement of 
forensic experts in South India and assured 
that his Government would allot the required 
land. He further explained that Tirupati has 
grown into an educational hub and the set-
ting up of NFSU would serve the demands 

of growing need for criminal investigation 
infrastructure. 

He urged the Home Minister to work to-
wards releasing the pending arrears of Rs. 
32,625.25 crore which includes resource 
funding of Rs. 18,330.45crore for the fiscal 
2014-15 and pension arrears, reimbursement 
of Rs. 2,937.92 crore spent by the state gov-
ernment on the Polavaram Project from its 
own coffers so far and resolving other pend-
ing post-bifurcation issues between AP and 
Telangana. The Chief Minister also sought 
his intervention in collecting the arrears 
of Rs. 6,886 crore outstanding from Telan-
gana Discoms to the APGENCO. He further 
requested him to fix the Polavaram Project 
cost as Rs. 55,548 crores as recommended by 
the Project’s Technical Advisory Committee. 



Beijing and Washing-
ton increasing rivalry 
on semiconductors is 

a crucial indicator of how 
the U.S. sees China’s uses of 
technological know-how as a 
threat to its national Security. 
According to the 2022 U.S. 
National Security Strategy 
(NSS), the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC) is the United 
States “only competitor with 
both the intent to reshape 
the international order and, 
increasingly, the economic, 
diplomatic, military, and 
technological power to do 
it.” The new battleground 
of chip technology is aimed 
at thwarting China’s Chip-
making capabilities and ad-
vancement in space, military, 
and supercomputing. The U.S. 
keeps efforts to hobble China’s 
process in the semiconduc-
tor industry. But why is this 
semiconductor industry so 
critical? U.S.’s concern around 
Chinese technological rise is 
not new and dates back to 

the early 2000s. U.S.’s threat 
perception is based on China’s 
economic strategy. Accord-
ing to the U.S. reports released 
in 2018, the Chinese state-led 
economy attracts foreign 
firms, indigenizes and gathers 
the technology at low cost, and 
then replicates large compa-
nies from the Chinese market. 
And another widely known 
concern is data security which 
puts national Security at risk. 
However, it is tough to prove 
all these claims as valid. But 
the Chinese economic venture 
in different parts of the world, 
especially the Belt and Road 
Initiative, has got the U.S. keen 
on using economic coercion 
against its rising challenger. 
But the Chinese economy 
has moved far ahead and can 
undoubtedly backfire on the 
U.S. if not used wisely. And 
thus, Washington has turned 
toward technology to fight 
its “war” with China. Under 
President Trump’s adminis-
tration, the first strong sanc-
tion was imposed on Chinese 
tech corporations like Huawei. 
It is under President Biden 
that the U.S. has gone all out 
to halt Chinese growing semi-
conductor industry.

Semiconductors are now 
considered the new oil for 
the manufacturing indus-
try, and the global pandemic 
has increased the demand for 

semiconductors. Digital and 
green transformation under-
pinned by the Russia-Ukraine 
war and the increasing neces-
sity for Artificial Intelligence, 
quantum computing, and 5G 
Technologies have created 
enormous semiconductor 
demands, making it a focal 
point of US-China rivalry. 
Chris Miller’s Book Chip War: 
The Fight for the World’s Most 
Critical Technology has been 
named the Financial Times 
Best Business Book of the 
year, revealing the criticality 
of semiconductors for global 
dominance.

While U.S. president Biden 
and Chinese President Xi 
were shaking hands at the 
Bali G20 summit in October 
2022, a monumental shift in 
U.S. foreign policy vis-à-vis 
China was taking place in 
the background. On October 
7 U.S. Commerce Department 
released a 139-page document 
restricting China’s access to 
advanced semiconductors – 
now a necessity in every elec-
tronic gadget from mobile to 
washing machines. Semicon-
ductors are of utmost neces-
sity in technologies ranging 
from A.I. and sophisticated 
weapons to medical innova-
tions. The measures to cur-
tail China’s access comes as a 
setback for its 14th Five years 
Plan. Washington also has put 
strict criteria by preventing 
U.S. citizens and Green Card 
holders from working for Chi-
nese Chip companies. This 
also gives a significant blow 
by cutting off the American 
talent on which China heav-
ily depends. The U.S. is un-
doubtedly the world’s leading 
chipmaker, and by excising 
sanctions on semiconductors 

U.S. is directly exercising its 
technological power to settle 
its geopolitical rivalry on an 
incredible scale.

President Xi, in the recent 
communist Party congress, 
used the term “technology” 
40 times, heavily emphasizing 
technological self-sufficiency 
and innovation. The days 
following President Biden’s 
control measures witnessed 
a spurt in the semiconductor 
industry in China. China pur-
chases more than $300 billion 
worth of foreign semiconduc-
tors annually, most of which 
are manufactured using 
U.S. technology. This makes 
export control of microchips 
a new tool to deprive Beijing 
of modern U.S. technologi-
cal know-how. China is also 
hugely reliant on Taiwan and 
Japan for semiconductors, so 
when U.S. speaker Pelosi vis-
ited Taiwan, the chip rivalry 
intensified, making China’s 
growing military capabili-
ties clear to the world. The 
Chinese support for Russia’s 
position in the Russia-Ukraine 
war perhaps has also pushed 
the U.S. administration to ap-
ply sanctions on semiconduc-
tors, which are the raw mate-
rials for nearly every aspect 
of modern warfare and battle 
management – satellites, GPS, 
tanks, planes, and radar sys-
tems. The sanctions have also 
strengthened the arguments 
of those who have previously 
opined on the U.S. intention 
to contain China’s rise. But 
whatever the case, there is no 
doubt that the two countries 
are moving towards a “New 
Cold War” scenario. The U.S. 
knows that the semiconduc-
tor sector is its stronghold; in 
some form, all the micro-chip 

around the world have some 
link with the U.S. – the birth-
place of the microchip indus-
try. It cannot be ignored that 
only around 12 per cent of 
computer chips come from 
U.S. firms. Still, the leading 
microchip assembly lines 
are primarily located in Asia, 
especially Taiwan and South 
Korea. These sanctions resem-
ble a lot to financial sanctions. 
U.S. dominance in the micro-
chip sector is also betting that 
the world’s largest microchip 
producers, such as South Ko-
rea’s Samsung or Taiwan’s 
MediaTek and TSMC, will 
side with it and stop working 
with Chinese companies. The 
U.S. has also realized that too 
much dependency on Asian 
manufacturing units could 
put its defence industry at 
risk. Therefore, President 
Biden has repeatedly commit-
ted to reviving the chip manu-
facturing units by proposing 
a contribution of $50 billion 
to the semiconductor indus-
try as a part of his $2 trillion 
infrastructure plan. It offers 
to foster a skilled workforce 
needed by the industry. But 
China also has its retaliation 
mechanism in place. It domi-
nates the renewable markets 
like solar cells, windmills, and 
car batteries critical for U.S.’s 
energy transition. The new 
sanctions are also fuelling 
Chinese own manufacturing 
units to increase their produc-
tion, which poses a challenge 
for the West. But as of now, 
China is dependent on U.S. 
semiconductors. The CSIS 
report states, “In weaponiz-
ing its dominant chokepoint 
positions in the global semi-
conductor value chain, the 
United States is exercising 

technological and geopoliti-
cal power on an incredible 
scale.” But these adverse ac-
tions have accelerated rather 
than slowed China’s ambition 
to head toward civil-military 
integration in developing 
dual-use technologies that 
the domestic manufacturing 
units see as an opportunity. 
Temporary respite for China 
is that U.S., Korean and Tai-
wanese firms have at least 
secured temporary one-year 
licenses to use U.S. technolo-
gies at these sites. 

On the other hand, this Chip 
rivalry is having a spillover 
effect on different parts of the 
world, encompassing larger 
geopolitics – predominantly 
European countries like the 
Netherlands and Germany. 
From Japan to Germany, the 
political leaders turned this 
crisis into a geopolitical rivalry 
as plugging into a US-centric 
supply chain also increased 
their confidence that the U.S. 
would guarantee their nation-
al Security. For the U.S., this 
helps maintain its dominance 
in computing capabilities 
which translates into future 
military capabilities. It makes 
China still strategically vul-
nerable as it is hugely reliant 
on its geopolitical rivals for 
semiconductors at this mo-
ment. While the Global Tech 
rivalry has set to sharpen, it 
is high time that India boosts 
up its own indigenous semi-
conductor manufacturing 
ecosystem.

Dr Sreshtha Chakraborty is  
presently working as an Assistant 
Professor in Political Science in 
MRIIRS. She holds PhD in  
International Studies from Jawa-
harlal Nehru University. 

Art of ‘chip war’: The tech 
rivalry between US-China 
Semiconductors are the new oil. Digital and green transformation underpinned by the Russia-
Ukraine war and the increasing necessity for Artificial Intelligence, quantum computing, and 
5G have created enormous semiconductor demands, making it a focal point of US-China rivalry.

Recent developments in Saudi, Iran seems to be on an upswing and may lead to a better understanding 
amongst two old foes besides unfolding a new regional and global security paradigm.

POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT 

THE NEW OIL 

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) 
Summit to be held in Sydney in May next year 
must focus on China’s growing expansionist and 
aggressive agenda. Over the past few months, 
there has been a noticeable increase in aggressive 
activities by Beijing in the Indo-Pacific, Indian 
Ocean Region and, of course, along the borders 
(Line of Actual Control) with India. The recent 
clashes between the Chinese and Indian soldiers 
are an indication about Beijing’s plan to repeat 
such confrontations in future. Some other geog-
raphies of the world have also witnessed China’s 
attempt to grow influence. This must come as a 
warning signal for the entire international com-
munity.  Therefore, all the four member countries 
of the Quad—India, the US, Australia and Japan—
must start working on finalising an agenda so that 
the China factor could be at the heart of the group’s 
summit next year. In what can be viewed as a posi-
tive development in this regard, India has already 
initiated a diplomatic campaign to ensure that Chi-
na is under sharp focus during the Quad summit. 
New Delhi has reportedly asked diplomats to be 
in touch with their counterparts in the US, Aus-
tralia and Japan to make a comprehensive strategy 
for the Quad summit so as to cover China’s asser-
tiveness prominently.  Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese has selected his home-town 
Sidney for hosting the QUAD summit mid-2023. 
US President Joe Biden, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
will travel to Sydney to attend the summit. Chi-
nese belligerence in the Indo-Pacific and aggres-
sive behavior against 
all four democratic 
countries must be 
on top of the agenda 
when these leaders 
discuss the global 
issues there. With 
volatility and un-
certainty sweeping 
across the globe, 
this summit will be 
quite important as 
it will affect the geo-
politics and security 
of the Indo-Pacific 
region. The Ukraine 
conflict and sanc-
tions against Russia 
will definitely be dis-
cussed at the Sum-
mit prominently. But 
the leaders must not allow the Ukraine conflict to 
overshadow the challenges being posed by Chi-
na. The US has signalled that the focus will be on 
China as well particularly in terms of the Taiwan 
issue. But India’s efforts must be to see that China’s 
aggression along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
is also discussed at length. The Quad leaders must 
review and improve the joint strategy to deal with 
challenges from China. A stronger message must 
be sent out to Beijing from Sydney. Some analysts 
may ask why China’s aggressive behaviour at LAC 
should be one of the key agendas during the Quad 
summit whose focus remains on only the Indo-
Pacific regions. Nothing explains it better than 
what External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar had 
said after the Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting in 
Australia this year. He said that the current situa-
tion at the LAC has arisen due to the disregard of 
written agreements by China not to mass soldiers 
at the border. At a press conference, Jaishankar 
further said that when a large country (China) dis-
regards written commitments, it’s an issue of le-
gitimate concern for the entire international com-
munity. He was referring to the eastern Ladakh 
border standoff between the Indian and Chinese 
militaries at that time. Now, the fresh development 
has taken place in the Tawang sector where the 
Chinese PLA’s soldiers clashed with the Indian 
army personnel. New Delhi is keen to raise China’s 
aggressive behaviour and illegal activities at the 
international forum. The Biden administration 
had pledged support to India over border clashes 
with China. Washington accused Beijing of being 
provocative towards US allies and its partners in 
the Indo-Pacific region. Surely, the Quad summit 
will be an appropriate forum not only to discuss 
the growing Chinese assertive activities but also 
to formulate some concrete strategy to deal with it 
more effectively than before. The summit in Syd-
ney would provide a much-needed opportunity 
to all the leaders of the Quad nations to seriously 
discuss the China factor. Before the summit, India 
will be hosting the QUAD foreign ministers’ meet 
in New Delhi as dates are being worked out. 

Needless to say, India will use this upcoming in-
teraction to set the agenda for the summit. And, 
the agenda will, certainly, be Chinese aggressive 
activities.  

T. Brajesh 

PERSPECTIVE
CHINESE CHECKERS

QUAD SUMMIT IN 
SYDNEY MUST FOCUS 
ON ‘AGGRESSIVE’ 
CHINA

It seems as if in this winter 
season, the ice between two 
largest Muslim countries i.e. 
Saudi Arabia and Iran, has 
started melting. One claims 
to be the leader of the Sunni 
domination, while the other is 
the Shiite leader. Though this 
difference doesn’t hold any 
importance in difference of 
opinion between the two on 
various regional and global 
issues.

However, it seems that the 
current Saudi dispensation, 
led by Crown Prince Moham-
mad bin Salman is ready to 
forget the old enmity and 
forge a new relationship with 
its old foe.

This development also 
comes in the background of 
strained relations between 
the US and Saudi Arabia, 
on the issue of oil pricing 
and supply and defence co-

operation.  
Last week, the Iranian side 

also showed signs of reconcil-
iation when Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian met with his Saudi 
counterpart, Prince Faisal bin 
Farhan Al Saud, in Jordan. 

In a tweet, Amir-Abdol-
lahian stated that he had 
a “friendly conversation” 
with his counterparts in 
neighbouring countries on 
the sidelines of the second 
Baghdad Conference for Co-
operation and Partnership in 
Jordan, adding that that he 
met the foreign ministers of 
Jordan, Iraq, Qatar, Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia at the event, 
adding that the Saudi min-
ister asserted his country’s 
readiness to continue dia-
logue with Iran.

SAUDI-IRAN RELATIONS
Saudi Arabia cut off rela-
tions with Iran in 2016 after 
Iranian protesters attacked 
the Saudi Embassy in Tehran. 
The demonstrators were up-
set over Saudi Arabia execut-
ing Shiite cleric Nimr al-Nimr. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran 
have long been at odds over 
numerous regional issues, 
perhaps most prominently 
Iran’s nuclear program. The 

two countries are also on 
opposite sides of the Yemen 
civil war, with Saudi Arabia 
backing the internationally 
recognized government and 
Iran supporting the Houthi 
rebels. 

In 2021, officials from Saudi 
Arabia and Iran began hold-
ing direct talks - facilitated 
by Baghdad  - in an effort to 
reduce tensions. The bilateral 
dialogue continued in 2022 
also. 

Previously, Iraq hosted the 
fifth round of Saudi-Iran 
talks in April. There have 
been no rounds since then. In 
June, then-Iraqi Prime Minis-
ter Mustafa al-Kadhimi said 
the talks had made “remark-
able progress.” Iran delayed 
a sixth round of talks with 
Saudi Arabia in August due 
to the political instability in 
Iraq at the time. 

Regional wire service Am-
waj Media reported earlier 
that Saudi Arabia stopped the 
dialogue with Iran. This was 
due to concerns over Iraqi 
Prime Minister Mohammed 

Shia al-Sudani, who replaced 
Kadhimi in October, accord-
ing to Amwaj. 

Kadhimi had a pro-US out-
look, whereas Sudani is an 
ally of Iran-backed political 
forces in Iraq. Sudani said he 
hoped to continue hosting the 
dialogue upon taking office. 

In December, The Associ-
ated Press had also reported 
that the dialogue had come to 
a halt. Citing Iraqi officials, 
the AP said that Iran felt that 
Saudi Arabia was instigating 
the widespread anti-govern-
ment protests in Iran. 

Amir-Abdollahian’s tweet is 
therefore significant because 
it seemingly signals that the 
dialogue could be back on. 

Minister of Security Esmail 
Khatib said, in an interview 
to the website of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ali Khamenei, 
that “our fate and the rest of 
the regional countries are 
interconnected.”

The Iranian FM was ac-
companied in Amman by 
his deputy Ali Bagheri Kani 
Ali Bagheri. 

Amir-Abdollahian also held 
a two-hour meeting with 
Josep Borrell and Enrique 
Mora, the European Union’s 
foreign policy officials.

US-IRAN TUSSLE
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian 
announced that Tehran is 
ready to reach an agreement 
with Western powers regard-
ing its nuclear file if “red lines 
are respected.”

“In the past two to three 
months, the US made hypo-
critical statements and took 
action that did not match 
their words,” the FM said 
about the nuclear talks.

Washington “has repeat-
edly claimed it is ready to take 
the final step of all parties 
returning to the agreement 
in Vienna, but they behaved 
hypocritically in the media,” 
he added.

Amir-Abdollahian stated 
that the parties to the talks 
are returning to “realism,” 
noting that if “red lines are 
respected, we are ready to 

take the final steps to reach 
an agreement.”

Analysts feel that Saudi 
Arabia is seeking an end to 
direct and indirect Iranian at-
tacks on its territory, while 
Tehran wants better dip-
lomatic relations with the 
Gulf due to Iran’s economic 
problems and also to create a 
wedge between Saudi Arabia 
and the United States. 

It is expected that nor-
malisation of ties between 
the two biggest Muslim na-
tions may lead to grater re-
gional stability, besides an 
increase in the influence of 
the middle-eastern bloc in the 
global politics. This may lead 
to a further refresh of the US 
policy for the region, because 
if the two nations come to-
gether then it may translate 
into a more demanding and 
assertive bloc, challenging the 
American policy and strategy 
in the region, which seems to 
have faltered recently. 

Asad Mirza is a political com-
mentator based in New Delhi.  
He was also associated with 
BBC Urdu Service and Khaleej 
Times of Dubai.  He writes on 
Indian Muslims, educational, 
international affairs, interfaith 
and current affairs. 

Ice melting: Saudi-Iran ties on mend
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Normalisation of ties between the two biggest Muslim nations 
may lead to grater regional stability, besides an increase in 
the influence of the middle-eastern bloc in the global politics.

The Quad leaders must 
review and improve the 
joint strategy to deal with 
challenges from China. A 
stronger message must 
be sent out to Beijing from 
Sydney. Some analysts may 
ask why China’s aggressive 
behaviour at LAC should 
be one of the key agendas 
during the Quad summit 
whose focus remains on only 
the Indo-Pacific regions. 
Nothing explains it better 
than what External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
had said after the Quad 
Foreign Ministers’ meeting 
in Australia this year. 
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The Metropolitan Mag-
istrate in the case ob-

served and has acquitted 
OTT platform ‘The Viral 
Fever’ founder Arunabh 
Nathuni Kumar of sexual 
harassment charges under 
Section 354A of the Indian 
Penal Code, 1860.

In the judgement, Metro-
politan Magistrate AI Shai-
kh stated that no concrete 
evidence was produced by 
the prosecution and that 
there being material dis-
crepancy and contradiction 
in the case.

The court stated that even 
if there being a reasonable 
and unexplained delay 
in filing F.I.R. which has 
raised the clouds on the 
case of prosecution. It can 
also be said that the com-
plaint is filed out of grudge 
or rivalry on reason of busi-
ness between accused and 
informant.

Further, it has also been 
stated that all the witnesses 
are “interest witnesses” and 
are being involved in the 
same industry where the 
accused is also doing busi-
ness. Thus, a total of four 
witnesses were being exam-
ined including the woman’s 
husband, who was then her 
boyfriend.

The court stated that it has 
been failed by the prosecu-
tion to prove that their case 
beyond reasonable doubt. 

Hence, the court hold that 
the prosecution failed to 
prove guilt of the accused.

Therefore, the woman in 
her complaint filed in the 
year 2017, wherein alleging 
that sometime in June 2014, 
Kumar sexually harassed 
her. Hence, she accused him 
of touching her inappropri-
ately and telling her ‘Tum 
Mere Sath Mere Ghar Main 
Chalo Main Tumbe Aam 
Khilata Hoon’.

The offices of the com-
plainant and the accused 
were nearby.

It has been stated by the 
complainant in 2017 that 
she came to know about 
Kumar’s alleged bad behav-
iour with other women and 
decided for taking action 
against him. Thus, over the 
nine women had accused 
Kumar of sexual harassment 
in 2017 during the MeToo 
movement.

In its order, the court re-
produced her cross exami-
nation wherein “she also 
admitted that after the in-
cident she do nothing, she 
did not even shout, she did 

not even slapped, when the 
accused had done alleged 
incident. Thus, even though 
she has not directly went to 
the police station. It has also 
been admitted by her that 
she had silent about the in-
cident for three years. It has 
also not been given by her 
any print of the screen shot 
of Facebook which were up-
loaded by the different girls. 
Thus, the suggestions which 
are being put to her she had 
filed false case only to extort 
the accused.

IN COURT

Mumbai Court Acquitted TVF Founder 
Arunabh Kumar In Sexual Harassment 
Case; Unreasonable Delay In Filing FIR, 
Complaint Filed Out Of Grudge
TDG NETWORK 

The Allahabad High Court 
in the case Krishna Kant 

vs. State of U.P observed 
and has observed that it is 
not for the court, in a bail 
matter, to form any opinion 
which is being based on the 
basis of the evidence given 
by the hostile witnesses as it 
would amount to evaluating 
the evidence.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Shekhar Kumar Yadav 
observed and has rejected 
the second bail petition 
moved by a murder accused 
(Krishna Kant) on the new 
ground that since 2 of the 
witnesses of last seen evi-
dence have not supported 
the case of prosecution and 
the same has been declared 
hostile and thus the bail has 
to be granted to him.

The court observed that 
stressing that hostility of the 
witnesses cannot be a new 

ground for granting bail to 
the accused applicant.

However, the court re-
marked that if any opinion 
is being taken on the ba-
sis of the evidence given 
by the hostile witnesses, 
it amounts to evaluating 
the evidence by this Court, 
which being impermissible 
while deciding the bail ap-
plication under Section 439 
of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure. It being a well settled 
principle that trial court can 
record conviction based on 
the evidence of the Inves-
tigating Officer also. Thus, 
the ground which is urged 
and cannot be considered 
for granting bail to accused 
applicant.

Facts of the Case:
In the case, the applicant 

has been accused of killing 
the deceased (Govind) with 
the aid of a co-accused on 
01.06.2018. In the morn-
ing of 02.06.2018, the dead 
body was found on the 

morning and that is when 
the informant (father of the 
deceased) lodged an FIR.

The case of prosecution 
rests on the last seen evi-
dence of the informant and 
other witnesses, who have 
stated in their statements 
under Section 161 of Code 
of Criminal Procedure that 
they have seen the deceased 
wherein accompanying 
the accused persons on 
01.06.2018.

Earlier, the Applicant’s 
bail plea in November 
2019 was been rejected 
by the High Court and an 
chargesheet in the case has 
been filed against the Ac-
cused/applicant under Sec-
tion 302.

An instant second bail 
plea was moved by him on 
the ground that the two last 
seen witnesses have turned 
hostile and the applicant is 
in jail for more than three 
years and thus, even if all 
the witnesses are being ex-

amined, the possibility of 
the case ending in the con-
viction of the applicant is 
very remote and the appli-
cant may be enlarged on bail.

It has been submitted by 
AGA that though two of 
the witnesses of last seen 
evidence have turned hos-
tile and the informant (P.W-
3) has also not supported 
the case of the prosecution. 
Thus, the trial court would 
be at liberty for taking a 
view of weather to convict 
the accused or not based on 
the other evidence given by 
other witnesses during the 
trial.

Accordingly, the court ob-
served while taking into ac-
count the submissions that 
the hostility of the witnesses 
cannot be a new ground for 
granting bail to the accused-
applicant. Further, the court 
rejected the new ground for 
bail and the trial court is be-
ing directed to expedite the 
trial in the case.

IN COURT

ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT: HOSTILITY OF THE 
WITNESSES CANNOT BE A NEW GROUND 
FOR GRANTING BAIL TO AN ACCUSED

TDG NETWORK 

The Bombay High Court in 
the case Altaf Babru Shai-
kh v. State of Maharashtra 
and Anr. observed and has 
upheld an order wherein 
directing the owner of a ve-
hicle to pay towards mainte-
nance and health inspection 
of the animals seized from it 
as stated under the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals 
Act, 1960.

The bench headed by 
Justice Prakash Naik in its 
judgement observed and has 
noted that the Session judge, 
while upholding the order of 
magistrate and has made ref-
erence to Rule 5 of Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals 
(Care and Maintenance of 
Case Property Animals) 
Rules, 2017, wherein pro-
viding for joint and several 
liability for the cost of trans-
port, treatment and care of 
animals in case of offence 
relating to transport of ani-
mals, by the vehicle owner, 
consignor, transporter, con-
signee, agents and any other 
parties which are involved.

The court stated that al-
though the petitioner being 
the owner of the vehicle, he 
cannot be absolved of his re-
sponsibility for paying the 
amount towards mainte-

nance and health inspection 
of animals in accordance 
with rules as stated above 
the petitioner can be direct-
ed for paying the amount to-
wards maintenance, health 
inspection and future 
amount of Rs.200/- per day 
per animal being the owner 
of the vehicle.f

In the present case, the 
court dismissed the writ 
petition filled by the vehicle 
owner’s wherein challeng-
ing the order directing the 
petitioner him to pay Rs. 
90625 for health inspection 
and or the maintenance of 
the animals which includes 
the owner and accused of 
the case property.

Therefore, an FIR was be-
ing registered under section 
11 of the Maharashtra Pro-
tection of Animals Act, 1976 
and section 192-A of Motor 
Vehicle Act, 1988 wherein 
alleging that buffaloes were 

being transported illegally 
to Mumbai. In relation to 
the FIR, the police inter-
rupted the petitioner’s truck 
and seized the animals being 
transported inside. 23 buffa-
loes were rescued and were 
handed over to Gaushala for 
preservation and care.

It has been directed by the 
Judicial Magistrate First 
Class that the owner of the 
animals, occupants of the 
truck, and the truck owner 
are jointly and were several-
ly liable for the cost of trans-
port, treatment and care of 
animals till 13.07.2022. An 
amount of Rs. 200 per day 
per animal was also being 
imposed for future mainte-
nance till the conclusion of 
trial. The Additional Ses-
sions Judge  dismissed the 
revision petition against this 
order.

The counsel, Advocate 
Atharva Dandekar appear-

ing for the petitioner submit-
ted that the magistrate order 
is illegal as the petitioner 
being only the owner of the 
vehicle and he was not in-
volved in purchase and sale 
of animals. Hence, he can-
not be compelled for paying 
maintenance cost towards 
the animals.

APP A. R. Patil appear-
ing for the State observed 
and opposed the petition 
wherein submitting that 
Rule 5 of Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals (Care and 
Maintenance of Case Prop-
erty Animals) Rules, 2017 
which provided that in case 
of offence relating to trans-
port of animals, all involved 
parties including vehicle 
owner, transporter etc. shall 
be jointly and severally li-
able for the cost of transport, 
treatment, and for the care of 
the animals.

Further, it has been noted 
by the court that the mag-
istrate has given a detailed 
order and the sessions 
judge has rightly observed 
that the petitioner who be-
ing the owner of the vehicle 
is jointly and is severally 
being liable for the cost of 
transport, treatment, and 
care of animals.

Accordingly, the court dis-
missed the petition.

BOMBAY HIGH COURT

VEHICLE OWNER ALSO LIABLE 
TO PAY FOR MAINTENANCE, 
TREATMENT OF ANIMALS 
RECOVERED FROM HIS TRUCK
TDG NETWORK 

The Mumbai Court in the 
case observed that the 

term ‘aggrieved person’ un-
der the Domestic Violence 
Act wouldn’t just include 
a woman who is suffer-
ing physical abuse but also 
sexual, verbal and emo-
tional abuse, a session court 
upheld an order wherein 
directing a ‘gay’ man to 
pay maintenance to his es-
tranged wife.

The husband appeal is 
dismissed by Additional 
Sessions Judge Dr AA Jogle-
kar against an order of the 
magistrate court granting 
the wife Rs. 15,000 mainte-
nances.

The court while consider-
ing the tenor of Section 3 of 
the Domestic Violence Act 

it can be clearly inferred 
that, the term domestic 
violence in corporates for a 
wider scope and it is not at 
all limited for mere physical   
injuries   or   abuse, thus, the 
same cannot be stretched 
pertaining to sexual, verbal, 
emotional and economical 
abuse.

In its order, the court up-
held the observations of trial 
court that any act or conduct 
of respondent (husband) 
in violation of the section 
would naturally come un-
der the purview of domestic 
violence. 

In the present case, the 
couple was married in De-
cember 2012. It being the 
case of women that hus-
band hadn’t consummated 
their marriage for over six 
months and she had found 

him sexting other men. He 
would be returning home 
late from work and he cre-
ated a fictitious Facebook 
account and that account 

“reflects [his] compromis-
ing position with other men. 
Further, her attempts to 
consummate their marriage 
were in vain. 

On the other hand, it has 
been claimed by the man 
that his wife neither had 
proof of his alleged actions 
nor had he denied her sex. 
Thus, it was her who refused 
to keep physical relations 
with him on the pretext of 
her examinations. The wife 
always suspected him.

Before the court, he ar-
gued that her allegations 
of domestic violence were 
vague as she filed to prove 
who caused the alleged do-

mestic violence. Further, the 
counsel appearing for him 
argued that the Trial Court 
is in transgression to the 
very concept of the termed 
aggrieved person, more es-
pecially when the applicant 
failed to have stated as to 
who caused domestic vio-
lence to her.
Accordingly, the court 

stated that on perusal of the 
wife’s testimonial evidence 
the court noted that she had 
accessed the photographs 
and screenshots of her hus-
band’s nudes and it being 
evident that the evident that, 
the said contents accessed 
and retrieved by her from 
the respondent No.1’s mobile 
phone has naturally caused 
such trauma, distress and 
emotional abuse to the ap-
plicant.

IN COURT

Mumbai Court Upholds Order On 
Grant Of Maintenance To Wife; 
Women Married To Gay Man 
‘Aggrieved Person’ Under DV Act

TDG NETWORK 
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Union Cabinet in 2022 approved the National 
Programme on Advanced Chemistry Cell 
(ACC) with an outlay of Rs 18,100 crore to 
incentivize setting up of manufacturing facil-
ities in the country for 50 Giga Watt Hour of 
ACC and 5 GWh of “Niche” ACC. The scheme 
was notified on June 9, 2021

Through this Scheme, the Government 
intends to optimally incentivize potential 
investors, both domestic and overseas, to 
set- up Giga-scale ACC manufacturing fa-
cilities with emphasis on maximum value 

addition and quality output and achieving 
pre-committed capacity level within a pre-
defined time-period.

Total investment of Rs 27,000 crore is en-
visaged under this scheme. Net saving of Rs. 
2,00,000.00 Crore to 2,50,000.00 crore on 
account of oil import bill reduction due to EV 
adoption.

Three of the approved firms under the 
scheme has signed the Programme Agree-
ment to implement the PLI ACC programme 
for setting up manufacturing facilities of 30 
GWh ACC capacity. 

Through this scheme total 2.7 lakh direct 
and indirect employment may be generated. 

SKILL INDIA

2022 achievements : 
National Programme on 
Advanced Chemistry Cell 
to generate 2.7 lakh jobs 
TDG NETWORK 

The Government ap-
proved the Production 

Linked Incentive (PLI) 
Scheme for Automobile and 
Auto Component Industry in 
India for enhancing India’s 
Manufacturing Capabili-
ties for Advanced Automo-
tive Products (AAT) with a 
budgetary outlay of ₹25,938 
Crore. This Scheme pro-
poses financial incentives to 
boost domestic manufactur-
ing of Advanced Automotive 
Technology (AAT) products 
and attract investments in 
the automotive manufactur-
ing value chain. The prime 
objectives of this scheme 
include overcoming cost 
disabilities, creating econo-
mies of scale and building a 
robust supply chain in areas 
of AAT products. 

The scheme and its guide-
lines were notified on 
23rd September 2021. The 
scheme has two components 
viz. Champion OEM Incen-
tive Scheme and Component 
Champion Incentive Scheme. 
The application window was 
opened from 11th November 
2021 to 9th January 2022 for 
60 days’ period. 

A total of 115 companies 
had filed their application 
under this scheme. Out of 115, 
total 85 applicants have been 

approved under this PLI 
scheme - 18 applicants for 
Champion OEM Incentive 
scheme and 67 applicants 
have been approved under 
Component Champion In-
centive scheme. Two Auto 
OEM companies have been 
approved for both the part of 
the scheme. The scheme has 
been successful in attract-
ing proposed investment 
of ₹67,690 crore against the 
target estimate of investment 
₹42,500 crore over a period 
of five years. 

The PLI scheme for Au-
tomobile and Auto Com-

ponent Industry has been 
a huge success in terms of 
the applications received 
from local as well as glob-
ally headquartered groups 
engaged in/ proposing to 
manufacture Advanced 
Automotive Technology ve-
hicles/products. Apart from 
Indian business groups, 
approved applicants for 
Champion OEM Incentive 
scheme include groups 
from countries such as Re-
public of Korea, USA, Japan, 
France, Italy, UK and Neth-
erlands. The overwhelming 
response shows that Indus-

try has reposed its faith in 
India’s stellar progress as 
a world class manufactur-
ing destination which reso-
nates strongly with Prime 
Minister’s clarion call of 
Atma Nirbhar Bharat - a 
self-reliant India. 

Ministry of Heavy Indus-
tries launched Automated 
Online Data Transfer for 
capturing critical data re-
lated to Domestic Value 
Addition (DVA) from the 
PLI applicant’s ERP (En-
terprise Resource Plan-
ning) system to PLI Auto 
Portal on 11.08.2022. The 

Application Programming 
Interface (API) enabled sys-
tem has been devised to en-
able smooth transfer of a set 
of predefined data from the 
beneficiaries existing ERP 
system to the Ministry’s 
Portal in a safe environment 
and seamless manner. The 
API will get embedded with 
ERP system of the applicant 
and will enable automatic-
ity and paperless processing 
in this scheme along with 
traceability of product 
based on digital footprints. 
This facility eliminates that 
voluminous paper work 
by bringing in automation. 
This IT enabled system will 
reduce compliance burden 
on the part of the applicants 
on the one hand and it will 
enable faster processing of 
claim on the other hand. 
Keeping with the principle 
of Atma Nirbhar Bharat, the 
product wise final DVA is 
automatically calculated 
and pushed to the Minis-
try’s portal through API, 
without encroaching on 
the Non-Disclosure Agree-
ments (NDA) of the benefi-
ciary companies of PLI Auto. 
The initiative taken by MHI 
will be an important step in 
enabling transparency, ease 
of doing business, faceless 
and self-certification based 
assessment and paperless 
delivery. 

AUTO SECTOR

2022 ACHEIVEMENTS : RS. 25,000 
CRORE SCHEME FOR AUTOMOBILE 
AND AUTO COMPONENTS 

The key initiatives of Ministry of Heavy 
Industries during the year are as under:

Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of 
Electric Vehicles in India Phase II (FAME 
India II) Scheme 

FAME India II Scheme has been launched 
with an outlay of Rs 10,000 crore to incen-
tivize demand for Electric Vehicles (EVs) by 
providing upfront subsidies and creating EV 
charging infrastructure. 1 million Electric 2 
Wheelers, 5 lakh Electric 3 Wheelers, 55,000 
Electric Cars and 7,090 Electric Buses are to 
be supported under FAME II through sub-
sidies. Allocation of Rs 1000 crore has also 
been made under FAME II for provision of 
EV charging stations.

FAME India II Scheme was redesigned in 
June 2021 based on experience particularly 
during Covid-19 pandemic and feedback 
from industry and users. The redesigned 
scheme aims at faster proliferation of Elec-
tric Vehicles by lowering the upfront costs. 
The scheme has been extended for a further 
period of 2 years i.e. upto March 31, 2024

Achievements under FAME India II 
scheme in this year

    Till 06th December 2022, Total 6.63 Lakh 
e-2W, 70,159 e-3 W, 5375 e-4 W and 3738 e-
buses have received incentives of about Rs. 
3,305.00 Crore under FAME India Scheme 
Phase-II. 

    Various STU’s/CTU’s/ Municipal cor-
porations have been placed Supply Orders 
for 3538 e-buses against quantities sanc-
tioned by MHI. Out of those, 2296 e-buses 
have been deployed till Dec, 2022. Further, 
another 3,472 e-buses tender is being pro-
cessed by Convergence Energy Services Ltd. 
(CESL) under the aggregation model of NITI 
Aayog.  Thus, under FAME-II scheme, a total 
of 3738+3472=7210 e-buses will be eventually 
deployed in the various States.

    2877 EV charging stations have been 
sanctioned and Letters of Award have been 
issued to 1822 EV charging stations. Total 
1576 charging stations are sanctioned across 
9 Expressways and 16 Highways. Total 83 EV 
charging stations have been commissioned 
till December 2022.

    The sale of 7,39,388 electric vehicles re-
sults in saving of 18.75 liters of fuels, reduc-
tion of 42.66 Cr kg. CO2.

GREEN ENERGY

TOTAL 7.43 LAKH ELECTRIC 
VEHICLES INCENTIVIZED AND 
2877 EV CHARGING STATIONS 
SANCTIONED UNDER FAME II
TDG NETWORK 

Achieving record coal production 
and thereby ensuring adequate coal 
supply to thermal power plants and 
other sectors across the country, 
bringing about innovative policy re-
forms to give further fillip to India’s 
energy security were some of the re-
markable achievements of our Coal 
Sector during the year 2022. Record 
coal production of 780 million ton 
(provisional), successful auction-
ing of 64 coal mines so far under 
transparent commercial coal mine 
auction, holding Investors’ Con-
clave in different parts of the coun-
try, signing of crucial MoUs for Coal 
Gasification projects with premiere 
organizations like BHEL, IOCL, 
GAIL (India) were some of the other 
major highlights of Coal Ministry’s 
achievements during the year. 
Under Asset Monetization, the Min-
istry achieved Rs.40,104.64 crore,  
way above NITI Aayog target of Rs. 
3394 crore during 2021-22. In areas 
like land acquisition, adoption of 
new technology, stepped up focus 

on sustainable development & just 
transition, CSR initiatives etc Coal 
Ministry has recorded note-worthy 
achievements during the year 2022. 
REFORMS & POLICY: -

Coal Linkage Policy implementa-
tion

Policy for Auction of Coal Link-
ages to Non-Regulated Sector: Coal 
India Ltd(CIL) has completed five 
tranches of linkage auctions so far, 
where total 131.19 Million Tonne 
per annum of linkages have been 
booked by the successful bidders.

Scheme for Harnessing and Allo-
cating Koyala (Coal) Transparently 
in India (SHAKTI) Policy: 209.614 
Million Tonnes coal linkage have 
been booked / allocated under dif-
ferent provisions of the SHAKTI 
Policy. 
 New Policy Initiatives

i):- New sub-sector under the 
Policy for Auction of coal linkages 
of Non-Regulated Sector (NRS):- A 
new Sub-sector ‘Production of Syn-
Gas leading to coal gasification’ has 
been created in 2022 under the NRS 
linkage auctions in order to encour-

age coal gasification technology so 
that new consumers requiring coal 
for  gasification are incentivized. 
This will also mitigate the adverse 
impacts of the conventional use of 
coal on the environment.

(ii) Single window for e-auction 
of coal:- Government has recently 
approved a new mechanism for 
e-auction of coal by the coal com-
panies. The erstwhile sectoral 
e-auction windows of Coal India 
Limited has been done away with 
and henceforth, all the non-linkage 
coal of the coal companies would be 
sold through one e-auction window 
of Coal India Limited / Singaren 
Collieries Company Limited. This 
single e-auction window will cater 
to all the sectors like power & non 
regulated sector included traders. 
Therefore, coal of any particular 
grade would be sold in the market 
to all consumers at one rate (one na-
tion – one coal grade- one rate). 

A single e-auction window would 
enable the coal companies to sell 
coal through the market discovered 

price mechanism and thus, imple-
menting this policy will lead to the 
removal of Market distortions. It 
shall also increase operational ef-
ficiencies and lead to an increase in 
domestic coal demand. 

(iii) Amendment to NCDP: To pro-
mote optimum utilization of coal re-
sources in the national interest, en-
abling provisions has been made by 
way of amendment to the New Coal 
Distribution Policy (NCDP), 2007, 
in order to allow the coal produced 
from Closed / Abandoned / Discon-
tinued mines of CIL / SCCL to be 
sold through a transparent and ob-
jective manner as per the guidelines 
issued by Ministry of Coal from time 
to time.

(iv) Coal linkages for gasification 
plants of the coal companies: CIL / 
SCCL have been allowed to provide 
long term allotment of coal to their 
own gasification plants at prices as 
may be decided by the coal company. 
This move will encourage coal gas-
ification technology in the country 
and will help in early establishment 
of this new use of coal.

ENERGY

Coal sector achievements in 2022
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Investment of Rs 27,000 crore en-
visaged under National Programme 
on Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC)
Total 85 applicants (18 under 
Champion OEM and 67 under 
Component Champion) have been 
approved under PLI Scheme for 
Automobile and Auto Component
PLI Auto scheme has been suc-
cessful in attracting proposed in-
vestment of ₹67,690 crore against 
the target estimate of investment 
₹42,500 crore over a period of five 
years
Application Programming In-
terface (API) enabled system for 
smooth transfer of data related to 
Domestic Value Addition (DVA) 
from PLI applicant’s ERP system 
to PLI Auto Portal launched; Move 
to facilitate Ease of Doing Business
Scheme on Enhancement of Com-
petitiveness in The Indian Capital 
Goods Sector- Phase-II notified on 
January 25, 2022
Scheme aims at providing assis-
tance to Common Technology 
Development and Services Infra-
structure
28 projects with the Project Cost of 
Rs.909.47 crores approved so far 
under the Phase-II of the Scheme 
for Enhancement of Competitive-
ness in the Indian Capital Goods 
Sector
Nepa Mill was inaugurated by Dr. 
Mahendra Nath Pandey Union 
Minister for Heavy Industries on 
23.08.2022
Ministry of Heavy Industries orga-
nized an event on Industry 4.0 at 
Kevadia, Gujarat on 07th October 
2022 and 175 e-buses flagged off to 
promote adoption of Electric Ve-
hicles

Coal evacuation from Talcher 
coalfields got a major boost 

with inauguration of 14-km-long 
Angul-Balram rail link, which 
would enable Mahanadi Coalfields 
Limited (MCL) to increase daily 
despatch of coal to the consumers 
by about 40 thousand tonne. Con-
structed at a cost of Rs.300 crore, 
commissioning of the first phase 
Angul-Balram rail-link, has en-
hanced the potential of MCL to des-
patch coal by 10 more rakes daily.

Constructed by MCRL (Mahanadi 
Coal Railway Limited), a Joint Ven-
ture Company (JV) of MCL, IRCON 

International Ltd and IDCO, the 
rail link was inaugurated today by 
the Union Minister of Coal, Mines 
and Parliamentary Affairs Shri 
Pralhad Joshi along with Minister 
of Education, Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship Shri Dharmen-
dra Pradhan and Minister of Rail-
ways, Communications, Electron-
ics & Information Technology Shri 
Ashwani Vaishnav. 

The Angul-Balram rail link is the 
first phase of a total 68-km-long 
Inner Corridor - Angul-Balram-
PutugadiaJarapada-Tentuloi -- 
which will cater to the coal mines of 
Talcher coalfields in Angul district 
of Odisha. The inner corridor is be-
ing implemented by MCRL in two 

phases. In the first phase, 14-km-
long Angul-Balram rail link was to 
be constructed, while in the Phase-
II 54-km-long Balram-Putugadia-
Jarapada-Tentuloi rail-link would 
be completed. IRCON Internation-
al Ltd is the implementing agency 
of this project, being developed at 
an estimated total cost of Rs 1,700 
crore.

Shri Amrit Lal Meena, Secretary, 
Ministry of Coal; Shri Pramod 
Agrawal, Chairman, Coal India 
Limited; Shri OP Singh, Chairman-
cum-Managing Director, MCL & 
Chairman of MCRL; Shri Keshav 
Rao, Director (Personnel), MCL, 
Shri Jugal Kumar Borah, Direc-
tor (Technical), MCL and Shri Ajit 

Kumar Behura, Director (Finance) 
were also present at the inaugural 
ceremony.

In the MCRL, MCL, as a repre-
sentative of the Ministry of Coal, 
has 64% equity shares, while IR-
CON, representing the Ministry of 
Railways, has 26% and IDCO, rep-
resenting the Govt of Odisha, has 
10% equity shares. This JV was 
formed in 2015 to undertake project 
development, financing and imple-
mentation of common rail corridor 
for the identified coal projects in the 
state of Odisha.

The rail-link will also facilitate 
evacuation of dry fuel from the coal 
blocks allotted to miners other than 
Coal India in Talcher coalfields.

TRANSPORT

RS 300 CRORE ANGUL-BALRAM RAIL-LINK INAUGURATED  
To Enable 40K Ton more daily Coal Despatch
TDG NETWORK 
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TOP OF THE DAY

MASS FLIGHT 
CANCELLATIONS: 
SYSTEM FAILURE
WASHINGTON: Repeated 
mass cancellations of 
flights of Southwest air-
lines amid ongoing winter 
storms has resulted in 
Secretary of Transporta-
tion Pete Buttigeig to hold 
the airlines responsible 
for ‘system failure’. Pete 
Buttigieg, US Secretary 
of Transportation, stated 
on Wednesday that the 
degree of cancellations 
at Southwest cannot be 
justified by the terrible 
weather, despite the 
fact that a historic winter 
storm known as the 

“blizzard of the century” 
had blanketed the nation 
around the Christmas 
weekend, according to Al 
Jazeera. “

‘KP FACES  
WORSENING LAW 
AND ORDER SITU-
ATION’
KHYBER PAKHTUNKH-
WA: The law and order 
situation in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa has severely 
deteriorated over the past 
few weeks as an increase 
has been noticed in 
threats and attacks on 
security personnel as 
well as high-profile 
political personalities, 
reported the International 
Forum for Rights and 
Security (IFFRAS). This 
comes after the Tehrik-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) on 
November 28, ended its 
ceasefire agreement with 
Pakistan. After a recent 
spike in attacks, the 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
police are on high alert. 
Attacks have increased 
in Peshawar, southern 
districts, and the region of 
Mardan. Bajaur, Pesha-
war, Mohmand, Dera 
Ismail Khan, Tank, Bannu, 
Kohat, and Nowshera, 
were the worst affected 
regions in November. 

“Reportedly, since the 
ceasefire took effect, the 
TTP has built up notewor-
thy forces in the Bajaur, 
Khyber, districts border-
ing Afghanistan, travers-
ing villages and opening 
offices.

‘BREMNER, BIRD 
AND FORTUNE’ 
STAR JOHN BIRD 
PASSES AWAY
WASHINGTON: British 
actor satirist John Bird, 
best known for his role 
in ‘The Bremner, Bird 
and Fortune’ died at the 
age of 86. According to 
Deadline, a US-based 
news outlet, the news of 
his demise was con-
firmed by his representa-
tives, ‘The Bremner, Bird 
and Fortune star’ passed 
away “peacefully” on 
Christmas Eve at a care 
home in West Sussex, 
UK. The 16-season run 
of Vera Productions’ 
Bremner, Bird and 
Fortune on Channel 4 
in the UK concluded 
in 2008. His long-time 
comedy partner Rory 
Bremner led the tributes, 
writing on Twitter he 
was “deeply saddened to 
hear that the great John 
Bird has left us. One of 
the most modest of men 
and most brilliant of 
satirists. And one of the 
last surviving pillars of 
the anti-establishment.” 
Bremner urged people 
to view Bird and John 
Fortunes’ comedy sketch 
interviews, in which they 
played members of the 
establishment.

In a new set of restrictions 
amid a spike in covid infec-
tions in China, the United 
States (US) will require all 
visitors from China to pres-
ent a negative Covid-19 test 
result before boarding a flight 
to the country, CNN reported 
on Wednesday.

Through a telehealth service, 
the testing can be either PCR 
tests or antigen self-tests. CNN 
reported citing the Federal 
health officials that passen-
gers travelling from China to 
the US will need to take a test 
no later than two days prior to 
their flight and provide their 
airline documentation of a 
negative result before board-
ing. Both travellers flying from 
China directly to the United 
States and passengers going 
through well-known third-
country gateways like Seoul, 
Toronto, and Vancouver will 
be subject to the rule.

In place of a negative test 
result, those who test positive 
more than 10 days before their 
travel will be asked to present 
proof of their recovery. The 
new rules take effect at 12:01 
a.m. ET on January 5.

The Traveler-based Genom-
ic Surveillance programme 
will now include airports 
in Seattle and Los Angeles, 
bringing the total number 
of participating airports to 
seven, with roughly 500 
weekly flights from at least 
30 different nations covered, 
according to officials. There 
will be about 290 flights per 
week from China and adjacent 

areas, according to CNN.
The move comes after Ja-

pan, India and Malaysia an-
nounced they will impose new 
measures on travellers from 
China in the last 24 hours, cit-
ing a rise in infections there. 
Union Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya on Saturday 
announced that the RT-PCR 
test has been made mandatory 
for passengers coming from 
five countries including China.

“The RT-PCR test to be man-
datory for international arriv-
als from China, Japan, South 
Korea, Hong Kong and Thai-
land. On arrival, if any pas-
senger from these countries 
is found symptomatic or tests 
positive for Covid-19 infection, 
then he/she will be put under 
quarantine,” Health Minister 
Mandaviya said in a conversa-
tion with ANI. Meanwhile, Ja-
pan also imposed Mandatory 
testing for COVID-19 from 
December 30 upon arrival 
for travellers from China due 
to an increase in the number 
of confirmed cases there, the 
Kyodo news agency reported 
on Tuesday. In November, 
China saw a record increase 
in local COVID-19 outbreaks. 
Due to the deterioration of the 
epidemiological situation, the 
authorities introduced par-
tial lockdowns in some areas 
while also forcing their resi-
dents to undergo PCR testing 
on a daily basis.

In particular, starting from 
November 24, restrictive 
measures were tightened in 
a number of China’s major 
cities, including Beijing and 
Shanghai.

PRECAUTIONS

US imposes new restrictions, 
travellers from China to 
show Covid negative report
TDG NETWORK
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SIXTH TERM

FOREIGN MILITARY SALE

ISRAEL’S NEW GOVT TO BE SWORN IN, 
SEEKS TO EXPAND JEWISH SETTLEMENTS

U.S. APPROVES $180 MILLION ANTI-TANK WEAPON SALE TO TAIWAN

Israeli government that is 
aiming to expand Jewish 
settlements in the occupied 
West Bank and pursue other 
policies that have drawn criti-
cism in own territory and 
abroad was being sworn in 
on Thursday.  Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s comeback is con-
sidered as a premier. 

The veteran leader, 73 and 
on trial for graft charges 
which although he denies, 
has sought to calm concerns 
about the fate of civil rights 
and diplomacy since his bloc 
of nationalist and religious 
parties secured a parliamen-
tary majority in a Nov. 1 elec-
tion. His alliance with the 
Religious Zionism and Jew-
ish Power parties has stirred 
unease given their opposition 
to Palestinian statehood and 
the past agitation by some 

members against Israel’s jus-
tice system, its Arab minority 
and LGBT rights.Netanyahu 
has repeatedly pledged to 
promote tolerance and pur-
sue peace, in a bid to fend off 
criticism of his coalition.

“We will establish a stable 
government for a full term 
that will take care of all Isra-
el’s citizens,” he said.  “These 
guidelines constitute a dan-

gerous escalation and will 
have repercussions for the 
region,” Nabil Abu Rudeineh, 
spokesperson for Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas, 
said. Netanyahu is entering 
in its sixth term as Israeli 
leader which appears to have 
stopped short for now of 
seeking the annexation of 
West Bank land, a policy he 
had previously sought and 

which would have pleased 
his settler base.

Netanyahu’s appointments 
include appointing Itamar 
Ben-Gvir, a West Bank set-
tler convicted in 2007 of in-
citement against Arabs and 
support for a Jewish militant 
group, as minister for police. 
Ben-Gvir, a lawyer, says his 
views have become more 
moderate.

Israel’s president, Isaac 
Herzog, whose role is largely 
ceremonial, warned on Sun-
day against causing potential 
harm to individuals’ rights. 
Israeli businesses have de-
cried calls to revise the coun-
try’s anti-discrimination law.

Netanyahu was previ-
ously prime minister for 
three years in the 1990s and 
then from 2009-2021, al-
beit at times heading a care-
taker government ahead of  
elections.

The US State Department has ap-
proved a USD 180 million anti-tank 
weapon sale to Taiwan, an island 
that China regards as its own ter-
ritory.

“State Department authorizes a 
proposed Foreign Military Sales 
#FMS case for @TECRO_US #Tai-
wan to purchase Volcano Anti-Tank 
systems valued at up to USD 180 
million,” State Department’s Politi-
cal Military Affairs said in a tweet. 
The State Department has made a 
determination to approve a possible 
Foreign Military Sale to the Taipei 
Economic and Cultural Representa-
tive Office in the US of Volcano anti-
tank munition-laying systems and 
related equipment for an estimated 
cost of USD 180 million.

This military support comes two 
days after President Tsai Ing-wen 

on Tuesday announced that com-
pulsory military service in the 
island will be extended from four 
months to one year, effective Janu-
ary 1, 2024, to strengthen Taiwan’s 
combat readiness against potential 

Chinese attacks. The announce-
ment was made after a round of 
meetings in the Presidential Office 
held to discuss Taiwan’s economic 
and national security, following 
months-long talks in the wake of 

the Ukraine conflict, Taiwan Focus 
reported. In a statement, the US 
Defence and Cooperation Agency 
today said this proposed sale serves 
US national, economic, and security 
interests by supporting the recipi-
ent’s continuing efforts to modern-
ize its armed forces and to maintain 
a credible defensive capability. “The 
proposed sale will help improve the 
security of the recipient and assist in 
maintaining political stability, mili-
tary balance, and economic prog-
ress in the region,” it added. The US 
government said the proposed sale 
will improve Taiwan’s capability to 
meet current and future threats by 
providing a credible force capable of 
deterring adversaries and partici-
pating in regional operations.

“The proposed sale of this equip-
ment and support will not alter the 
basic military balance in the re-
gion,” the statement added.
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CASINO FIRE

At least 10 killed, 30  injured 
in hotel  fire in Cambodia

At least 10 people were 
killed and 30 others in-
jured after a fire broke out in 
Grand Diamond City casino 
in Poipet town of Banteay 
Meanchey province in Cam-
bodia on December 28, The 
Phnom Penh Post reported.

Nhem Phoeng, chief of 
administration at the Poipet 
town hall, said that flames 
had not been brought un-
der control as of the morn-
ing of December 29, as per 
The Phnom Penh Post re-
port. Phoeng stated that 
more than 400 people, the 
majority of them Thai, have 
been trapped at the Grand 
Diamond City casino.

Phoeng said that ma-
jority of the deceased 
w e r e  C a m b o d i a n 
and Thai employees. 
He further said that the 
people who have been 

injured have been sent to 
the hospital for treatment. 
“As of 9:10am, more than 
10 people died, and over 30 
of the injured were sent to 
hospital in Aranyaprathet 
district of Thailand’s 
Sa Kaeo province,” The 
Phnom Penh Post quoted 
Nhem Phoeng as saying. 
Meanwhile, Kun Kim, 
Vice President of the 
National Committee for 

Disaster Management 
(NCDM), said that com-
mandos and helicopters 
have been sent to the site 
to rescue those who have 
been stranded in the ca-
sino, which is located near 
Poipet International Bor-
der Checkpoint, according 
to The Phnom Penh Post. 
Authorities were working 
to determine the cause of 
the blaze. 

CHINA’S DISPLEASURE

CHINA OPPOSES JAPANESE DELEGATION’S VISIT TO TAIWAN
TDG NETWORK
BEIJING 

China on Wednesday ex-
pressed displeasure with 
the ongoing visit of Japanese 
lawmakers to Taiwan, an is-
land it claims as its territory.

“Certain Japanese politi-
cians, in order to seek selfish 
political gains, have repeat-
edly put on political stunts 
and made provocative visits 
to China’s Taiwan region to 
bolster and embolden Tai-
wan independence sepa-
ratist forces. China firmly 
opposes this and has made 
serious demarches to the 

Japanese side,” Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson 
Wang Wenbin said during a 
press briefing, as quoted by 
the Chinese Foreign Min-
istry website. On Wednes-
day, Taiwan’s foreign office 
said that a delegation of the 
Japanese parliament’s up-
per house, headed by ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party 
leader Seko Hiroshige, met 
with Taiwanese leader Tsai 
Ing-wen and top diplomat 
Joseph Wu to discuss Indo-
Pacific stability and shared 
regional challenges. 

“Hiroshige Seko, Secretary-

General of the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party of the House of 
Councillors, and members 
of the House of Councillors, 
welcome to Taiwan. Thank 
you for your continued 
strong support for Taiwan 
in the fields of economics and 
trade. Taiwan is determined 
to strengthen its defence ca-
pabilities. Let us strengthen 
our cooperation toward 
the realization of a free and 
open Indo-Pacific,” Taiwan’s 
President tweeted.

Tensions between China 
and Taiwan, which has been 
governed independently 

from the mainland for de-
cades, escalated after US 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
visited the island in August. 
Beijing has warned Western 
powers against departing 
from the one-China policy.

Earlier this month, China 
said that hyping up the threat 
posed by Beijing to back its 
military build-up “is doomed 
to fail.” This statement came 
after Japan unveiled a new 
national security plan that 
signals the country’s biggest 
military buildup since World 
War II. “Hyping up the Chi-
na threat to find an excuse 

for its military build-up is 
doomed to fail,” Wenbin had 
said during a press confer-
ence on December 16.

“Japan’s new defence policy 
ignores facts, deviates from 
its commitment to China-
Japan relations and the 
common understandings 
between the two countries, 
and groundlessly discredits 
China’s defence building and 
normal military activities. 
China resolutely opposes 
this and has made serious 
demarches to the Japanese 
side through diplomatic 
channels,” he added.

CHRISTMAS FLOODS

Philippines death toll 
from floods rises to 26
TDG NETWORK
MANILA 

The death toll from Christ-
mas flood and rain in the 
Philippines has gone up to 
25, Manila Times reported 
citing the National Disaster 
Risk Reduction Manage-
ment Council (NDRRMC) 
on Thursday.

Northern Mindanao ac-
counted for sixteen fatalities, 
followed by Bicol with five, 
Eastern Visayas with two, 
and Zamboanga city with 
two. According to the Disas-
ter Management Council, 26 
have been reported missing. 
The total number of affected 
people, or 102,476 families, 
increased to 393,069 people. 
Apparently, there are 292 
evacuation shelters housing 

81,443 people or 20,723 fam-
ilies, Manila Times reported. 
The calamity not only 
wreaked havoc in the coun-
try but also pushed more 
than 45,000 people into 
evacuation centres for shel-
ter. The fishermen who are 
reportedly missing went out 
to sea despite the dangers 
associated with bad weath-
er, the disaster agency said.

The shear line’s rains 
caused floods and landslides 
on Christmas Eve, Decem-
ber 24, affecting nine of the 
province’s 14 municipalities. 
A shear line is an area where 
warm and cold winds meet 
and lead to the formation of 
huge rain clouds, accord-
ing to the country’s weather  
bureau, 

Benjamin Netanyahu’s comeback is considered as a premier.

Air raid sirens rang out in many regions of the country.

Au t h o r i t i e s  i n 
Ukraine said sev-
eral regions of the 

country, including its capi-
tal, were facing a Russian 
missile attack on Thursday.

Air raid sirens rang out in 
many regions of the coun-
try early on Thursday. In 
Kyiv, the regional adminis-
tration said air defence sys-
tems have been activated to 
fend off the ongoing missile 
attack. Sounds of explo-
sions were heard in Kyiv.

Ukrainian authorities in 
several regions said some 
Russian missiles have 
been downed. Thursday’s 
attack is the latest in a se-
ries of Russian strikes tar-
geting vital infrastructure 
across Ukraine. Moscow 
has launched such attacks 

on weekly basis since Octo-
ber. In Dnipro, Odesa, and 
Kryvyi Rih regions, the au-
thorities said they switched 
off electricity to minimise 
the damage to critical in-
frastructure facilities if 
they are hit.  At least three 
people were wounded and 
hospitalized, including a 
14-year- old girl, Mayor 
Vitali Klitschko said. He 
warned of power outages 

in the capital, asking peo-
ple to stockpile water and 
to charge their electronic 
devices.

Ukrainian Foreign Min-
ister Dmytro Kuleba con-
demned Russia for launch-
ing the missiles amid the 
winter holidays, calling it 
an act of “senseless bar-
barism.” “There can be 
no ‘neutrality’ in the face 
of such mass war crimes. 

Pretending to be ‘neutral’ 
equals taking Russia’s 
side,” Kuleba tweeted.

After earlier attacks, the 
Ukrainian military re-
ported shooting down in-
coming Russian missiles 
and explosive drones, but 
some still reached their 
targets, damaging power 
and water supplies and 
increasing the suffering of 
the population amid freez-
ing temperatures.  In a new 
development that could 
rised escalating tension in 
the region, a social media 
channel linked to Belarus’ 
presidential press service 
said a Ukrainian S-300 
air defense missile had 
landed on Belarusian soil 
early Thursday. It said the 
missile may have landed in 
Belarus accidentally and 
there were no casualties, 

but the Belarusian De-
fense Ministry said later 
that it had been shot down 
by Belarusian air defenses 
over the western Brest re-
gion. Belarus is a close ally 
of Russia’s, and sitting just 
north of Ukraine, it was 
used as a staging ground 
for Vladimir Putin’s Feb-
ruary 24 invasion. Fears 
have simmered for months 
that Belarus could look for 
a pretext to join the Rus-
sian aggression against 
Ukraine.

Earlier this month, the 
United States agreed to give 
a Patriot missile battery to 
Ukraine to boost the coun-
try’s defense. The U.S. and 
other allies also pledged 
to provide energy-related 
equipment to help Ukraine 
withstand the attacks on its 
infrastructure.

RUSSIAN AGGRESSION

ANOTHER MISSILE BARRAGE IN UKRAINE
TDG NETWORK
KYIV



Iranian Chess player Sara 
Khadem, also known as 
Sarasadat Khademalsharieh, 
recently took part in a tour-
nament without wearing 
a hijab, CNN reported on 
Wednesday citing Iranian 
news agency Jamaran.

Since the start of anti-
government protests in Sep-
tember, Khadem is the most 
recent athlete to compete 
without a hijab. The pro-
tests in Iran were triggered 
by the death of 22-year-old 
Mahsa Amini after she was 
detained by the police force.

According to reports in the 
local media, Khadem was 
photographed competing in 
the FIDE World Rapid and 
Blitz Chess Championships 
in Almaty, Kazakhstan, 
without wearing the heads-
carf, which is required by 

Iranian law.
According to the Inter-

national Chess Federation, 
the chess player was born in 
1997 and is currently ranked 
number 10 in Iran among 
active players worldwide 
(804th overall), as per CNN.

Iranian climber Elnaz Rek-
abi competed in South Korea 
earlier in October without 
wearing the required hijab, 
later explaining that it had 
fallen off inadvertently. It’s 
not clear, though, whether 
Rekabi was coerced into say-
ing what she did.

According to CNN, Iran’s 
deputy sports minister 
Maryam Kazemipour, in a 
statement said earlier that 
athletes who violated Islamic 
principles afterwards “re-
gretted” their behaviour and 
“are searching for a chance 
to make up for their error.”

According to Amnesty In-
ternational, as of November, 

Iranian authorities are seek-
ing the death penalty for at 
least 21 people in connection 
with the protests.

Last year, in Iran, at least 
333 people were executed, 
according to the Iran Human 
Rights. The report further 
revealed that 55 executions, 
which contribute 16.5 per 
cent, were announced by of-
ficial sources.

As many as 83.5 per cent of 
all executions included in the 
2021 report (278 executions 
in total) were not announced 
by the authorities. At least 
183 executions (55 per cent 
of all executions) were for 
murder charges, according 
to the report.

Iran’s Attorney General 
Mohammad Javad Montaz-
eri said the morality police 
“was abolished by the same 
authorities who installed 
it”, The New York Times re-
ported.

Talking to Social media, 
Elon Musk on Wednesday 
announced that the new 
Twitter Policy will not only 
follow science but also ques-
tion science, reasonably.

“New Twitter policy is to 
follow the science, which 
necessarily includes rea-
soned questioning of the 
science,” Musk tweeted.

Musk stated, “Anyone 
who says that criticising 
them is doubting science 
itself cannot be regarded as 
a scientist,” in a follow-up 
tweet to his initial policy 
statement.

No further details of the 
plan are released as of yet.

Since Elon Musk has tak-
en charge of Twitter as its 
CEO, he has been under the 
spotlight for his social me-
dia presence.

The Twitter CEO has fi-
nally spoken up about his 
promised resignation from 
his post after Monday’s poll. 
Taking to the microblog-
ging site, Elon Musk tweet-
ed, “I will resign as CEO as 
soon as I find someone fool-
ish enough to take the job!”

The multi-billionaire 
added that subsequently, he 
will only run ‘the software 
& servers teams’. The post 
garnered a number of reac-
tions from netizens.

Twitter CEO Elon Musk 
on Monday, December 19, 

started a poll on the micro-
blogging site, asking users 
if he should step down as 
head of the social media 
platform and also promis-
ing to abide by the result.

Taking to Twitter, Elon 
Musk said, “Should I step 
down as head of Twitter? I 
will abide by the results of 
this poll.”

Within a few minutes of 
Musk’s cryptic tweet, ask-
ing users if he should step 
down as head of the social 
media platform and also 
promising to abide by the 
result, the ‘yes’ votes started 
edging ahead, reaching up 

to 57.5 per cent.
In reaction, Musk said, “As 

the saying goes, be careful 
what you wish, as you might 
get it.” This poll comes after 
Twitter Sunday announced 
it would ban accounts used 
to promote other accounts 
on other specific social me-
dia platforms, including 
Facebook, Instagram, and 
Mastodon.

Moreover, Twitter said 
that it still allows cross-
posting content from any 
social media platform. 
“Posting links or usernames 
to social media platforms 
not listed above are also not 
in violation of this policy.”

The change in Twit-
ter rules comes at a time 
when Musk has faced some 
criticism for major policy 
changes on the platform. 
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BAN ON WOMEN

Following Taliban’s crackdown, 
German non-profit organizations 
suspend operations in Afghanistan

The Balochistan Home Minister Ziaul-
lah Langove announced the imposition of 
section 144 in the port city of Gwadar on 
Wednesday, following the death of a police-
man during Haq Do Tehreek (HDT) pro-
tests, Geo News reported.

Langove had also ordered the registration 
of a First Information Report (FIR) against 
the HDT Chairman Maulana Hidayat-ur-
Rehman over the incident. The Geo News 
quoted Balochistan Police, who claimed 
that firing by the HDT protestors led to the 
death of constable Yasir Saeed deployed for 
their protection. Under Section 144 impo-
sition of any rallies, sit-ins, public gather-
ings of more than five people and display 
of any weapons is prohibited. Further, the 
Geo News report says that after Saeed’s 
death Balochistan Mir Abdul Qudoos Bi-
zenjo ordered the arrest of the suspects in 
the case. A full report on the incident and 
the formation of a special team for investi-
gation and arrest is also ordered.

According to the Geo News report the 
Coastal Highway near Gwadar’s Sarban-
dan area was blocked on Monday after 
seven protestors from HDT including 
leader Hussain Wadala were arrested. The 
protestors demanded a reduction in check 
posts, easier border trade, and a total end 
to deep-sea fish trawling in the sea next to 
Gwadar.

The Balochistan government spokesper-
son Farah Azeem alleged that the protes-
tors had tried to shut the Gwadar port as 
a result of which the police arrested them. 
Azeem also charged that the movement’s 
attitude is provocative.

Previously, the situation in Gwadar got 
very tense after many people were injured 
due to a scuffle, shelling and baton charges 

between the HDT and police happened on 
December 28. The HDT protests threat-
ened to blow up on Pakistan’s ruling estab-
lishment in the port city.

The clashes occurred this month between 
locals and security forces in Gwadar as 
protests against illegal fishing turned vio-
lent after some people were arrested in the 
port city.

More than 80 people were arrested and 
cases were registered against 34 people in 
Pisni under the Anti-Terrorism Act.

The Deputy Chief of Jamaat e Islami Li-
aqat Baloch said the situation in Gwadar 
is a matter of concern not only for Balo-
chistan but for the people of the entire na-
tion.

Pakistan Home Minister Mir Ziaullah 
Langove and the advisor to Balochistan 
CM Lala Rasheed expressed hope of end-
ing the two-month-long ‘Haq Do Tehreek’ 
(HDT) protests by locals after their visit to 
Gwadar.

However, HDT leader Maulana Hidaya-
tur Rehman refused to meet the minister 
and the government leaders had to come 
away after meeting the second-tier lead-
ership of the protesting group. However, 
with little goodwill between the two sides, 
the talks failed. Adding that Rehman is be-
ing blamed for the failure of the talks and 
is being accused of having ulterior political 
motives. 

ILLEGAL FISHING

SEctION 144 IMpOSEd ON GWAdAr 
pOrt cIty AFtEr pOLIcEMAN’S dEAtH

A Peshawar High Court has 
released a rapist after it was 
“agreed” he would marry 
his victim, CNN reported 
citing his lawyer. Rights 
activists have expressed 
outrage over the decision 
saying that the ruling risks 
normalizing sexual violence 
in Pakistan.

Daulat Khan, 23 was con-
victed in May of raping the 
deaf woman, 36, in 2020 in 
the Swat region of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, 
CNN reported citing his 
lawyer Amjad Ali Khan. 
The court had sentenced 
Daulat Khan to life in pris-
on and asked him to pay a 
fine of around USD 440 
(Rupees 100,000), accord-
ing to the lawyer, who is 
not related to the convict. 
The lawyer revealed that 
the woman later gave birth 
to a child after the rape. 
On Monday, the Pesha-
war High Court acquitted 
Daulat Khan after the two 
got legally married in De-
cember following an out-
of-court settlement made 
by a local “jirga”, a council 
of elderly men who make 
decisions based on Sharia 
law, according to CNN.

T h e  H u m a n  R i g h t s 
Commission of Pakistan 
(HRCP) has described the 
Peshawar court’s decision 
as a “gross violation of law” 
and a “miscarriage of jus-

tice.” It has called on the 
state to appeal against the 
court’s decision and uphold 
its commitment to women’s 
rights.

According to the Hu-
man Rights Commission of 
Pakistan report, more than 
5,200 women were report-
ed to have been raped in 
Pakistan in 2021, according 
to CNN. However, activists 
claimed that the number 
could be much higher as 
the crime often goes under-
reported due to fear.

In December 2020, Paki-
stan hardened its rape laws 
to establish a special court 
to hold trials for cases with-
in four months and give 
medical examinations to 
women within six hours of 
a complaint being made, as 
per the CNN report. How-
ever, activists have claimed 
that Pakistan continues 
to fail its women and does 
not have a nationwide law 
which criminalizes domes-
tic violence.

The Human Rights Com-
mission of Pakistan said 
it was “appalled” by the 
ruling. “Rape is a non-
compoundable offence that 
cannot be resolved through 
a feeble ‘compromise’ mar-
riage,” the group tweeted.
In rural Pakistan, village 
councils known as jirgas or 
panchayats are formed of 
local elders who bypass the 
justice system, although 
their decisions have no le-
gal value.

‘AppALEd By rULING’

Peshawar HC 
releases rapist after 
‘agreement’ to marry 
his victim

IMpAct ON HUMANIty

AdAMANt

NO cHANGE 

BLINkEN cALLS ON tALIBAN tO rEvErSE 
BAN ON WOMEN WOrkING IN NGOS

Iranian Chess player competes 
at tournament without hijab

NEW tWIttEr pOLIcy tO FOLLOW: MUSk

United States Secre-
tary of State Ant-
ony Blinken has 

called on the Taliban to re-
verse their decision of ban-
ning women employees of 
NGOs from the workplace.

Taking to his official Twit-
ter handle, Blinken stressed 
that millions of Afghans de-
pend on humanitarian as-
sistance for their survival. 
“I join allies and partners 
in calling on the Taliban 
to reverse their danger-
ous order barring female 
employees of national and 
international NGOs from 
the workplace. Millions of 
Afghans depend on hu-
manitarian assistance for 

their survival. NGOs must 
reach the most vulnerable,” 
Blinken said in the tweet.

Bl i n ke n’s  s t at e m e nt 
comes after the Taliban 
on Saturday ordered all 
local and foreign NGOs 
to stop female employees 
from coming to work in the 
country, according to Tolo 
News.

The decision comes a few 
days after the Taliban or-
dered the closure of uni-
versities to female students 
across the country.

Earlier on December 27, 
the United Nations Secu-
rity Council in a press state-
ment said that the members 
of the security council are 
“profoundly concerned” 
by reports that the Taliban 
have banned female em-

ployees of NGOs and in-
ternational organizations 
from going to work. The 

UNSC stated that the deci-
sion of the Taliban will have 
an “immediate and signifi-

cant” impact on humanitar-
ian operations in Afghani-
stan.

“The Security Council is 
furthermore profoundly 
concerned by reports that 
the Taliban have banned 
female employees of NGOs 
and international orga-
nizations from going to 
work, which would have a 
significant and immediate 
impact on humanitarian 
operations in the country, 
including those of the UN, 
and the delivery of aid and 
health work, and that these 
restrictions contradict the 
commitments made by 
the Taliban to the Afghan 
people as well as the expec-
tations of the international 
community,” the UNSC 
said in a statement.

The UNSC further stat-
ed that they are “deeply 
alarmed” by reports that 
the Taliban has banned 
women from attending 
universities. It called on the 
Taliban to reverse their de-
cisions and reopen schools 
and universities for women 
and girls.

“The members of the Se-
curity Council are deeply 
alarmed by reports that the 
Taliban have suspended 
access to universities for 
women and girls, and reit-
erated their deep concern 
of the suspension of schools 
beyond the sixth grade, and 
their call for the full, equal, 
and meaningful participa-
tion of women and girls in 
Afghanistan,” the UNSC 
said in a statement. 

After the Taliban banned 
women from working 
with NGOs, and interna-
tional organizations from 
going to work, German 
non-profit groups have 
suspended their opera-
tions in Afghanistan, join-
ing a long list of other hu-
manitarian organisations 
that have done the same, 
Khaama Press reported.

The newest governing 
regime directive banning 
women from working for 
private or international 
groups has caused a sig-
nificant blow to Afghani-
stan’s de facto authorities, 
who have seen an increase 
in the number of humani-
tarian organisations stop-
ping their operations. Ac-
cording to Khaama Press, 

the German government 
is apparently planning 
to suspend financial aid 
for Afghanistan after the 
Taliban’recent crackdown 
on women in Afghanistan.

“By banning the employ-
ment of female staff of 
non-governmental orga-
nizations, the Taliban in 
Afghanistan have struck 
an irresponsible blow 
against aid to the Afghan 
people,” Development 
Minister Svenja Schulze 
said in a statement, Khaa-
ma Press reported. “With-
out female employees, 
organizations cannot con-
tinue their work in many 
areas for half the popula-
tion.”

German contributions to 
Afghanistan have reached 
430 million euros, mak-
ing it the second-largest 
donor country behind the 

United States, according 
to the German Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ).

Meanwhile, the econom-
ic and humanitarian in 
Afghanistan remain dev-
astating.

On 24 December, the de 
facto authorities issued a 
decree banning women 
from working in NGOs, 
TOLOnews reported. This 
came after they had al-
ready suspended univer-
sity education for women 
and secondary schooling 
for girls until what they 
termed further notice.

The ban on higher edu-
cation for women in Af-
ghanistan has reportedly 
drawn widespread reac-
tions from all across the 
globe and criticism for the 
Taliban’s hardline policies 
in the country.

United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken

Musk announced that new policy will not only follow science but 
also question science reasonably.  

Imran Khan

Reacting to the afloat rumours of installing a technocratic 
government, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) chief and former 
Prime Minister Imran khan said, he is no more optimistic 
about holding the General elections in Pakistan, The Dawn 
reported.

While talking to the media at his residence on Wednesday 
the PTI chief said that it is more important to convince the 
backing forces of the Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) 
government than the government itself. The Dawn quoted 
Khan saying, there is hearsay about a technocrat government 
to be installed in the country and this compels him to believe 
that the government is not interested in holding general elec-
tions anytime soon. Khan also mentioned that there is no use 
talking to the “imported government” about holding the gen-
eral elections, referring to the current Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif’s regime. He added that only the establishment had 
the role in letting elections happen and added that “establish-
ment means army chief”. Further, he also mentioned that he 
himself had no contact with the establishment.

The former PM also accused the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) government had reduced to a drawing 
room party. According to the Dawn report, Khan warned that 
“if any political engineering is attempted in the next general 
elections, the results will not be good”. Recalling that the man-
date of the largest party in East Pakistan was not accepted, he 
said the PTI was the largest political party of Pakistan and de-
nying mass public opinion would result in dire consequences, 
according to the Dawn report.

The PTI chief had earlier alleged that Gen Bajwa had 
“struck” a deal with Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) leader Asif 
Ali Zardari and Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah. Khan 
said since both Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) and 
PPP had foreign assets, there was no use of entering into what 
they call a ‘charter of economy’, The Dawn reported.

The retired General Qamar Javed Bajwa was also castigated 
by Khan, accusing him of doing great injustice to the country 
and making it reach to defaulting on international loans. To 
which he said that during their regime the threat of default 
was five per cent and now it had increased to 90 per cent. 
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A snow 
leopard was 

recently 
spotted in 
Chicham 

village of Kaza, 
in Lahaul and 

Spiti.

RARE SIGHT

#RAJESHKHANNA

‘THE KING LIVES VIA HIS MOVIES 
AND SONGS’: NETIZENS ON RAJESH 
KHANNA’S BIRTH ANNIVERSARY 
On the occasion of Rajesh Khanna’s birth anniversary, 
netizens took to Twitter to remember the late Bollywood 
megastar. 

One of the netizens said, “Rajesh Khanna, the Charm 
and Charismatic Personality never seen before and 
never seen again.. The only Male Superstar in Hindi 
Cinema till date.”

 “On Rajesh Khanna birth anniversary, remembering 
the superstar of my childhood. His charm, charisma 
and terrific performances are strongly etched in my 
mind - as for millions of his fans!! Rajesh Khanna will 
live on forever,” said another. 

Another user added, “Remembering one of the 
talented Indian actors, Rajesh Khanna ji on his birth 
anniversary. The King lives via his movies and songs. It’s 
unlikely that such actors will ever come on the Indian 
film industry.”

“When the 
world is 
beginning to 
see the 21st 
Century as 
‘India’s Century, the next 25 years are 
going to be the most transformational in 
the 5000-year-old history of India.” 

— MUKESH AMBANI

BRAIN-PICKING 

Reliance Industries Chairman and Managing Director, speaking 
on the occasion of the Reliance Family Day Function.

NEW YEAR SPECIAL 

THIS FESTIVE SEASON, THROW A FEAST 
WITH THESE SCRUMPTIOUS DISHES
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

It’s time to say goodbye to 2022 in the most pleasant man-
ner possible by hosting a feast because the New Year is just 
around the corner. Good music, scrumptious snacks, and 
drinks are essential for a successful New Year’s Eve party. 
That means you have your work cut out for you while plan-
ning the perfect New Year’s party menu.
Here are some ideas that will undoubtedly please your visi-
tors’ palates if you are still thinking about what to offer them 
on this special occasion:

BIRYANI
Without biryani, can a 
feast really feel complete? 
Rice and paneer are both 
made separately and 
cooked in a handi with 
dum to meld the flavours. 
You might substitute chicken, mutton, eggs, or paneer in 
its place. This dish can also be prepared using a mixture 
of veggies.

CHEESE FONDUE
Everyone loves this recipe since it is so simple to prepare. 
French bread cubes should be provided for dipping. Baby 
potatoes, bell peppers, and sliced apples are also great op-
tions.

RAVA CAKE
Plum cake is, of course, almost a tradition in India. So why 
not introduce Rava cake as a new New Year›s Eve custom? 
Whole wheat flour, Rava (suji), and curd are used to make 
this quick cake. For those who are baking for the first time, 
it is simple to prepare.

CHEEZY BREAD ROLL
The best of both worlds come together in this combo of pizza 
and bread roll. In keeping with the name, load the bread 
with cheese, herbs, vegetables, and more.

VEGETABLE KORMA
The ideal main course is this restaurant-style creamy veg-
etable korma curry. To make this mouthwatering curry, a 
variety of veggies are cooked in a creamy sauce based on 
coconut. With naan or rice, the dish is perfect.

Anant Ambani and Radhika Merchant. 

TDG NETWORK
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SARCASTIC 

Twinkle Khanna is a 
jack of many trades, 
having been an ac-

tress, producer, author and 
interior designer throughout 
her career of over 2 decades 
now. The Filmfare Awardee 
is also fondly referred to as 
‘Mrs Funnybones’ by her 
fans for the hilariously witty 
remarks she has said in in-
terviews or posted on social 
media.

As the National Award-
winner rings in her 48th 
birthday, let us take a look 
at some of the sarcastic and 
chuckle-worthy statements 
she has posted at her Twitter 
handle over the years.

TWIKKY
In 2015, the ‘Mela’ actor 
lost it when a fan suggested 
‘Twikky’ as the couple name 
for her and Akshay Kumar, 
who is fondly called ‘Akki’ 
by fans. 

Taking a jab on her own 
name, she wrote, “If Twin-
kle wasn’t bad enough now 
there is a possibility of getting 
called Twikky - God help me 
! Hahhaha”.

NAVEL GRAZING
Reacting to an old review 
to her 1999 film ‘Baadshah’, 
Twinkle took a sarcastic jab 
at critics who panned her 
acting over the years. The 
review, which oddly high-
lighted the actor’s navel and 
her acting in the Shah Rukh 
Khan-starrer flick, got ‘Mrs 
Funnybones’ to react in a hi-
larious way. “Did I say I never 
got good reviews? I did and 
so did my emotive body part! 
Have to say that 20 years on 
and the Baadshah couple still 
have it-SRK has his dimples 

and I still have that fine na-
vel:)Thanks for sending this 
and brightening up my day 
@ManishMalhotra #navel-
grazing,” she tweeted with 
a screenshot of the original 
review.

JUDGING DOG PUKE?   
To a user’s suggestion on 
changing her name to ‘Chet-
ali’ after ‘2 States’ author 
Chetan Bhagat, Twinkle was 
quick on her wits with an 
amusing response. “He gets 
to judge NachBaliye and i get 
to judge if that gross thing on 

my floor is dog puke or poop 
#SuchIsLife,” she wrote.  

CHEESEBURGER  
Twinkle’s humour comes out 
effortlessly even when she 
shares her reliving thoughts 
on a random day.   “I set off 
wanting to find myself but 
two weeks later have dis-
covered that all I want to find 
now is a cheeseburger:),” she 
wrote along with an image of 
a lush green park.

HOLDING A GRUDGE 
The ‘Pyjamas Are Forgiving’ 
author was funny yet relat-
able as she shared her post-
Diwali blues in a craftily-
worded tweet. “Salwars are 
forgiving by nature while 
jeans really know how to 
hold a grudge! #PostDiwali-
Blues #MithaiOverload,” she 
wrote. 
As far as work is concerned, 
Twinkle quit acting in 2001. 
She ventured into writing in 
2015, releasing her first book 
‘Mrs Funnybones’. Twinkle 
wrote another book titled 
‘The Legend Of Lakshmi 
Prasad’ in 2017 and followed 
it with another titled ‘Pyja-
mas Are Forgiving’, which 
released following year.   

ONE-LINERS OF ‘MRS FUNNYBONES’ 
THAT WILL LEAVE YOU IN SPLITS

Twinkle Khanna 

Rajasthan’s first female bodybuilder 
wins Gold at international competition

INSPIRATION

Rajasthan’s first female bodybuilder, 
Priya Singh Meghwal, who is also a 
mother of two, has brought laurels to 
the country by winning a gold medal in 
the 39th International Women’s Body-
building Competition held in Thailand.
While expressing her joy after winning 
the Golden Priya, she said, “I am very 
happy. I have contributed a little to my 
nation. I have won a gold medal as well 
as a PRO card”.

Hailing from Bikaner, a deeply con-
servative village where brides have 
to wear veils in front of their inlaws 
throughout their lives, Priya said, “ I 
am facing challenges. When I am on 

stage performing, people taunt me 
when they see me in my sports outfit. 
But I am following my tradition as well. 
I have to wear a sports outfit during 

my game.”  “If people comment on my 
sports outfit, then it is not right,” Priya 
said. Priya said she holds her daughter 
responsible for her success.

«Everyone has to take care of her 
family. I would not have been here if I 
had not been blessed with a daughter. 
She took care of all my needs. I have to 
do a 9-hour job as a gym trainer. It is 
difficult to find time for training. My 
daughter managed everything for me. 
My daughter is behind my success,» 
Priya added.

After winning the gold, Priya said her 
next target is to participate in the Uni-
versiade (international multi-sports 
events) and the 2024 Olympics to be 
held in Paris, France.

TDG NETWORK
LOS ANGELES

TDG NETWORK
NATHDWARA 

ONE OF INDIA’S MOST ELIGIBLE BACHELORS ‘ROKAFIED’
AFFLUENCE 

It’s official! Billionaire Mukesh Am-
bani’s youngest son Anant Ambani’s 
pre-wedding festivities with Radhika 
Merchant have begun. The couple had a 
traditional roka ceremony on Thursday 
at the Shrinathji Temple in Nathdwara, 
Rajasthan.

The good news was confirmed by Re-
liance Industries Limited (RIL) Group 
President Parimal Nathwani.

Taking to Twitter, Parimal Nathwani 
wrote, “Heartiest congratulations to 
dearest Anant and Radhika for their 
Roka ceremony at the Shrinathji tem-
ple in Nathdwara. May Lord Shrinath 

ji’s blessings be with you always. #An-
antAmbani.” Several images from the 
ceremony have circulated online. In one 
of the pictures, Anant and Radhika are 
seen looking into each other’s eyes. For 
the special occasion, Anant opted for a 
blue kurta that he paired with an em-

broidered jacket, while Radhika chose 
to wear a beautiful saree.

Radhika is the daughter of Viren Mer-
chant, the CEO of Encore Healthcare. 
She hails from Kutch, Gujarat. She has 
trained in Bharatnatyam for eight years 
and is the disciple of Guru Bhavana 
Thakar of Shree Nibha Arts. In June 
2022, Radhika made headlines after the 
Ambani family hosted a grand Aran-
getram ceremony at Jio World Centre. 
‘Arangetram’ is a Tamil word which 
means ascending the stage by a dancer 
upon the completion of formal training. 
It is the debut on-stage performance of 
a student of Indian classical dance and 
music following years of training.

AMUSING 

‘SPIDER-MAN STYLE’ ROBBERY 
ROCKS NATIONAL CAPITAL  

People in North East Delhi were taken aback after they 
came across an ‘unidentified person’ breaking into a house 
in ‘Spider-Man’ style. As per CCTV footage, a thief in North 
East Delhi was seen climbing a house in the Bhajanpura 
area of North East Delhi district, reflecting the fictional 
character of ‘Spider-Man’.

According to the victims, the thief broke into their house, 
full of people, in the wee hours of Tuesday from the first 
floor and stole three mobile phones and Rs 2,000.

The house owner, Bharat Bhushan Malhotra, said that 
the thief first climbed his house at around 4.30 a.m. and 
left at 4.45 a.m. The thief first reached their house and then 
entered their neighbour’s house from the front. “These 
days, there are many theft cases reported in this area,” 
Bharat added.

Rajesh Kumar, another victim, said, “The thief left our 
house with three mobiles and about Rs 2,000.” Delhi Po-
lice have registered the case regarding the matter.   

The CCTV footage of North East Delhi robbery.  

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

FIVE FIRSTS FOR INDIAN 
SPORTS IN 2022 
The year 2022 will be remembered by Indian 
sports fans. It was a year of many firsts and his-
toric achievements by Indian athletes on the world 
stage—a good follow-up to an almost equally 
impressive 2021, which saw the country’s stars shine 
bright at the Tokyo Olympics. Here’s a look back at 
the peaks Indian athletes touched in 2022.

NEERAJ  CHOPRA
Maintaining that ideal run in 2022 after win-
ning the gold medal at the Olympics in Tokyo 
the previous year would have been a difficult 
task for Neeraj Chopra. But the Indian men’s 

javelin throw champion rose to the occasion, and what 
a rise! The Olympic champion won yet another silver 
at the 2022 World Athletics Championships in Oregon.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES
While the expected performers—the weight-
lifters, wrestlers, boxers, badminton, and 
table tennis players—impressed, there were 
also some surprise triumphs. With the wom-

en’s team earning a gold medal and the men’s team 
taking home a silver, lawn bowls, a sport that had previ-
ously received little attention from Indian sports fans, 
came to light. 

MAIDEN THOMAS CUP
At the Thomas Cup 2022 held in Bangkok, 
Thailand, the Indian men’s badminton team, 
captained by Lakshya Sen, HS Prannoy, Kid-
ambi Srikanth, and Satwiksairaj Rankireddy, 

helped write yet another chapter in Indian sports his-
tory. Indian shuttlers put up a professional performance 
to defeat Indonesia in the decisive match 3-0 and won 
their first Thomas Cup championship.

NIKHAT ZAREEN
The Indian boxer Nikhat Zareen would have 
considered the year 2022 to be successful 
if she had won the gold medal at the Com-
monwealth Games. The Indian fighter, how-

ever, went one better by also winning the title of world 
champion. Nikhat Zareen, the fifth Indian woman to win 
the title after the legendary Mary Kom, Laishram Sarita 
Devi, Jenny RL, and Lekha K. C., defeated Thailand’s 
Jutamas Jitpong, a Tokyo Olympian, 5-0 in the Women’s 
World Boxing Championships 2022 final.

INDIAN WOMEN’S HOCKEY TEAM
After New Zealand and Australia withdrew 
owing to COVID-19, the Indian women’s team 
was given the unexpected chance to compete 
in the FIH Pro League 2021-22 season, and 

they embraced the chance to compete against the best 
in the world. The Indians defeated Spain in a high-
stakes game that finished with a 1-0 victory for them.

Neeraj Chopra 
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IndIa 2022: 
PolItIcs & 
EconomIcs 

POLL ResULTs IN seveN sTaTes aNd 15Th 
PResIdeNT eLeCTed
assembly elections were held in seven 
states this year – Goa, Punjab, Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and manipur in 
February and march, and in Himachal 
Pradesh and Gujarat in november and 
december. Elections in February and 
march saw the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) win in four of the five states, as the 
congress lost power to the aam aadmi 
Party (aaP) in Punjab. the highlight of 
the elections was the aaP’s victory in 
Punjab, winning 92 of 117 seats, making 
it the third party in the country, behind 
the BJP and congress to be in power 
in more than one state. during the no-
vember-december elections, BJP for 

the seventh time consecutively came 
into power in Gujarat overtaking its 
own vote share. Himachal stayed true 
to its anti-incumbency trend as it voted 
the BJP out of power and brought in 
the congress party by a paltry margin 
of votes. However, just as the year be-
gan with aaP’s meritorious victory in 
Punjab, the closing of the year brought 
aaP closer to national politics as the 
party’s vote share in Gujarat pushed it 
to national party status. 

the middle of the year saw the elec-
tions for the 15th President of India as 
ruling nda’s droupadi murmu defeat-
ed the opposition’s Yashwant sinha for 

India’s top post. Hailing from odisha, 
murmu became the first tribal woman 
to hold the position. she won by secur-
ing 64.03 per cent of valid votes polled, 
more than what was openly declared in 
her support and pointed towards cross-
voting in her favour from the opposi-
tion aisles. 

Following the presidential elections, 
nda candidate and former governor 
of West Bengal Jagdeep dhankhar 
contested against the opposition’s mar-
garet alva for the Vice-Presidential 
elections. dhankhar was sworn in as 
the 14th Vice-President of India after 
securing 528 of the 710 valid votes. 

shIfT Of POweR IN TwO sTaTes
the year witnessed political crises in two big states in In-
dia. In maharashtra, state politics upended as the maha 
Vikas aghadi alliance government comprising shiv sena, 
nationalist congress Party (ncP), and congress, led by 
sena’s Uddhav thackeray, lost power in the state. shiv 
sena came to splits as party leader Eknath shinde ral-
lied 40-odd mlas to the other side. this gave rise to the 
emergence of the Eknath shinde-led shiv sena faction and 
BJP’s alliance government in the state. the development, 
on one hand, changed the face of the shiv sena as the par-
ty broke into two parts and on the other, gave the BJP an 
opportunity to send a message to its potential partners as 
devendra Fadnavis took oath as deputy chief minister in 
spite of being the bigger party with a larger share of mlas 

in the assembly. 
In Bihar, the BJP witnessed a shocker as Jd(U)’s nitish 

Kumar, in his classic fashion jumped ship from the cur-
rent nda alliance to once again join the mahagathband-
han with the Rashtriya Janata dal (RJd) and congress. the 
chief minister led his party out of the alliance with its 2020 
election partner BJP in spite of the latter’s many efforts to 
accommodate the erratic leader. the mahagathbandhan 
alliance, back in formation five years after nitish jumped 
over to the BJP camp, has witnessed a stable government 
since then with RJd’s tejaswi Yadav as the deputy cm. 
However, nitish Kumar has already given indications to-
wards his interest in playing a role in national politics, a 
development crucial to the 2024 lok sabha polls. 

CONgRess’ RevIvaLIsT aTTeMPTs
While 2022 did not favour the congress 
party on the electoral front with losses in 
six of the seven states, the party has been 
attempting to make amends to its image, 
on the decline since it lost the national 
election to the BJP in 2014. through its 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, led by former party 
president Rahul Gandhi, the party aims 
to cover the length and breadth of the 
country, its biggest ever undertaking in 

decades. Political analysts have viewed 
the yatra as an attempt to refurbish Gan-
dhi’s personal image while bringing the 
party back to the centre of national poli-
tics. the yatra began on 7th september 
from Kanyakumari in tamil nadu and 
recently completed a 3,000-kilometre 
journey in 100 days.

amidst Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo 
Yatra which will culminate in Kashmir, 

the party went through its crucial presi-
dential polls, overdue for more than two 
years now. mallikarjun Kharge became 
the party’s national president, securing 
84.14 per cent of the votes and defeat-
ing challenger shashi tharoor. the 
elections have finally given the party a 
full-time president in an environment 
where it is in desperate need of leader-
ship.

as 2022 comes to a close, a reflection on the year 
gone by reveals developments that left a significant 
impact on the landscape of India. Politics in India 

changed on a momentous scale through the year, from the 

emergence of another national party to the result of seven 
assembly elections and the congress’ Bharat Jodo Yatra. 
the economy of the country, on the other hand, saw a ris-
ing domestic inflationary trend, as the country emerged as 
the fifth largest economy in the world, by some estimates. 
the country continues to reel under an economic revival 
muted by coVId-19, as the pandemic sees another global 
rise in cases. Events of 2022 will change how the coming year 

shapes the political and economic outlook of India, especially 
as we inch closer to the 2024 lok sabha elections. 

a year-end analysis takes a look at the major political and 
economic developments of the country through the year. 

Damini mehta



The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has predicted India’s GDP growth in the year 2023 to be 6.1%.

Source: The Hindu
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Politics in India saw a major turn as 2022 concretised the 
BJP’s hold on more states while throwing in new challenges 
with Congress’ Bharat Jodo Yatra and the AAP’s national 
party status. Another major development that will likely have 
an impact on the political topography of the country before 
the 2024 Lok Sabha is the transition of Telangana Rashtra 
Samithi (TRS) into Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) led by Tel-
angana Chief Minister and TRS founder K Chandrashekar 
Rao. The leader has been vocal about his national aspirations 
for some time and joins a list of other leaders such as Bihar’s 
Nitish Kumar, AAP’s Arvind Kejriwal, and West Bengal CM 
Mamata Bannerjee showing interest in venturing into nation-
al politics. The developments will likely have a deep impact 
on the national political situation as opposition parties might 
aim to create another united alliance against the BJP before 
the crucial 2024 Lok Sabha elections. 

Amidst the political churning and bird’s eye focus on the 
next Lok Sabha elections, economic headwinds have created 
challenges for both national and state governments. Several 

factors out of the government’s control have been driving the 
economy even as the government struggles to invest and pro-
vide the required support to the economy through spending 
and infrastructure boost and the RBI’s policy measures. As 
COVID-19 makes a u-turn and cases are seen rising across 
the world, an adverse situation in China will pressurise the 
domestic economy as well. Elevated food and fuel prices due 
to the Russia-Ukraine conflict are further threatening to up-
end the fight against inflation. Both the government and the 
RBI will have to take measured steps while keeping an eye 
on international developments as the country aims to make 
another revival from lost ground during previous COVID-19 
waves. 

Setting Stage for 2023

economicS of india’S gdP growth rate

inflation Playing havoc

As the country completed 75 years of independence, econom-
ic growth in the last few years helped India pass the United 
Kingdom to become the fifth-largest economy between the 
last three months of 2021 and the first quarter of 2022. The 
rise in India’s economic stature at the international level 
comes against the backdrop of the pandemic-induced slow-
down as the Omicron wave subsided in the second month of 
2022. Since then, the country has witnessed several highs and 
lows in growth and inflationary trends as the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) took cautious steps to deal with it. 

From a low of 1.6 per cent GDP growth rate in March 2021, 
the country’s GDP grew at 5.4 per cent in February 2022 be-

fore rising up to 13.5 per cent in August 2022. Sectors such as 
mining and manufacturing experienced a decrease in activity 
in the last few months of 2022. When combined with high 
inflation, weak exports, and increased input prices in certain 
sectors, the GDP growth came down nearly half to 6.3 per 
cent by end of November 2022. 

According to IMF’s estimates for the year 2022, India’s GDP 
growth rate stood at 6.8 per cent as against the international 
average of 3.2 per cent. Other major economies have also ex-
perienced muted growth in GDP as the United States 
recorded 1.6 per cent growth, China 3.2 per cent, and the 
Russian economy contracted by 3.4 per cent. 

The Russia-Ukraine conflict that began in early 2022 put im-
mense pressure on global supply chains and consequently, 
impacted inflation at a global level. In India, both wholesale 
and retail inflation has been affected by international and 
domestic developments. However, price rise appears to have 
come under control by the year-end as retail inflation fell to 
an 11-month low of 5.88 per cent in November 2022 from an 
eight-year high of 7.79 per cent in April 2022. 

Retail inflation or the Consumer Price Index (CPI) infla-

tion breached RBI’s 6 per cent upper threshold for ten con-
secutive months before easing in November 2022. In April 
2022, rural inflation breached all records to scale at 8.4 per 
cent while price rises in urban areas stopped at a lower 7.1 
per cent as overall retail inflation was recorded at an eight-
year high of 7.79 per cent in the same month. According to 
analysts, a global surge in crude oil prices in the past year 
impacted costs of food, fuel, electricity, transport, and com-
munication.

riSing UnemPloyment left, right, and center
As the country continues to fight against 
COVID-19’s negative impact, employ-
ment remains an area where limited 
gains have been made. As we transi-
tioned into 2022, the unemployment rate 
in India stood at 7.91 per cent in Decem-
ber 2021, as per the Centre for Monitor-
ing Indian Economy (CMIE) estimates. 
According to experts, a large share of 

unemployment has been concentrated 
in the urban areas of the country, even 
as most job opportunities created in the 
later months of 2022 were in rural areas. 

In the last 17 months, India’s unem-
ployment figures crossed the 8 per cent 
mark on three occasions, surging to a 
one-year high of 8.28 per cent in Au-
gust 2022. The month witnessed erratic 

rainfall, impacting sowing activities and 
thereby translating into lower rural em-
ployment. At the time, urban unemploy-
ment touched sky-high figures at 9.6 per 
cent while rural unemployment came up 
to 7.7 per cent. As of November 2022, the 
unemployment rate in both areas has 
come down marginally, closing at a com-
bined average of 8 per cent. 
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NATIONAL TRIALS
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Former World Num-
ber one Saina Nehwal 
has been called for tri-
als which will be held to 
select the 14-member In-
dian squad for the Bad-
minton Asia Mixed Team 
Championships 2023.

The selection trials will 
be held on January 2 and 3 
while the Championships 
will be held in Dubai from 
February 14 to 19. London 
2012 Olympic medallist 
Nehwal has not been in 
good form as of late, as 
she could not make it to 
the quarterfinals of 13 
out of 14 tournaments in 
2022, as per Olympics.
com.

Nehwal’s last tourna-
ment win on the BWF 
World Tour came back in 
2019, when she clinched 
the Indonesia Masters 
title defeating Olympic 
gold medallist Carolina 
Marin in the final. She 
dropped out of the top 20 
of BWF World Rankings 
for the first time in over 

nine years later that year.
Since then, Indian bad-

minton stars’ rank has 
been falling. She is cur-

rently at number 31 in the 
current rankings. She will 
be competing against the 
upcoming stars Malvika 

Bansod and Aakarshi 
Kashyap for a place in 
the Indian squad for the 
Championships.

Two-t ime Olympic 
medallist PV Sindhu, 
Lakshya Sen and 
HS Prannoy 
a n d  m e n’s 
doubles 
pair of Chi-
rag Shetty-
Satwik-
sairaj 
Rankireddy 
have earned di-
rect entries in the 
competition due to their 
rankings.

“The members unani-
mously agreed that since 
it is a big competition 
with a limited number of 
entries, only BWF rank-
ings from 16-50 should 
be considered for inviting 
players for the trials for 
the rest of the available 
spots,” the Badminton 
Association of India (BAI) 
stated earlier this week.

In men’s doubles MR 
Arjun-Dhruv Kapila, 
Krishna Prasad Garga-

Vishnuvardhan Goud P 
and Ishaan Bhatnagar/
SAI Patheek K will be 
fighting for a place in the 
squad.

Fo r  t wo  sp o t s  i n 
women’s dou-

b l e s ,  C o m -
monwealth 
Games 
bronze 
medal-
ists Treesa 
Jolly-Gay-

at r i  G o p i -
chand and ex-

perienced duo of 
Ashwini Ponnappa-N 
Sikki Reddy, Ashwini 
Bhatt-Shikha Gautam 
and Haritha Manazhiyil-
Ashna Roy have also been 
called for trials.

The Badminton Asia 
Mixed Team Champi-
onship 2023 will be the 
third edition of the tour-
nament, which is a bien-
nial affair.

The 2021 edition was 
supposed to be held in 
Wuhan, China but was 
called off due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

BADMINTON ASIA MIXED TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 2023: 
SAINA NEHWAL CALLED FOR TEAM SELECTION TRIALS

Former World number 1 Saina Nehwal.

INDIAN SUPER LEAGUE
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We got punished for our 
mistakes: FC Goa coach

After his side went down to 
ATK Mohun Bagan in their 
ISL match on Wednesday, 
FC Goa head coach Car-
los Pena felt that the game 
was even, but his side was 
punished for the mistakes  
they made.

It was all square at half-time 
after Anwar Ali cancelled 
out Dimitri Petratos’ open-
ing goal, but Hugo Boumous 
netted the winner against his 
former club in the second half 
to secure all three points for 
the Mariners. The result sees 
ATK Mohun Bagan climb 
back to the third spot in the 
ISL standings while FC Goa 
continues to stay in the fifth 
position. Pena stated the 
game was equal between 
both sides heading into the 
break and that his side got 
punished for their mistakes.

“I think it was a very equal 
game. In the first half, they 
scored first with the action of 
the striker, and we were not 
focused at that moment. But 
the team came back after that 
moment. We started control-

ling the game and playing 
in the opposition’s half. We 
could have scored before 
half-time, and we went into 
the dressing room with a 
good feeling. The game was 
where we wanted,” Pena 
stated at the post-match press 
conference as quoted by an 
ISL press release.

“But in the second half, we 
made a big mistake, knowing 
that they are very dangerous 
in these transitions, and they 
punished us. After that, we 
tried, but with no order. We 
created less chances than 
what we wanted. I tried to 
make some changes, but it 
did not work, and we could 

not get the three points,” he 
explained.

FC Goa is currently eight 
points off league leaders 
Mumbai City FC, who have a 
game in hand. 

“We are going to be in the 
fight for the playoffs. We 
have eight more games re-
maining and we will have 
all the chances to make the 
top six. We will keep fighting 
and we will move on to the 
next game which we have at 
home. This team is not going 
to give up. Today, we can be 
sad, and things are difficult 
for us. But we have to keep 
working and move on to the  
next game,” he said.

FC Mohun Bagan defeated FC Goa 2-1.

HONOURING THE LEGEND 

Argentine star Lionel Messi’s 
hotel room in Qatar, where he 
stayed during the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup, will be trans-
formed into a museum as an-
nounced by Qatar University 
on Wednesday.

Messi and Sergio Aguero 
shared a room near the end of 
Argentina’s victorious World 
Cup campaign. The room 
will no longer host visitors, 
GOAL.com quoted Qatari 
news agency QNA. Instead, it 
has been reported that there 
are plans to turn the space 
into a small museum, with 
the Paris Saint-Germain star’s 
possessions being preserved 
in all their splendour for other 
students and tourists.

“The room of Argentina 
national team player Lionel 
Messi will remain unchanged 
and will remain available only 
for visitors and not for resi-
dents. Messi’s belongings will 
be a legacy for students and 
future generations and a wit-
ness to the great achievements 
Messi has reached during the 

World Cup,” said Hitmi al 
Hitmi, director of communi-
cations and public relations at 
Qatar University, GOAL.com 
quoted Qatari newspaper Al 
Sharq.

Argentina won their third 
World Cup and Messi’s first 
of his career after a stunning 
triumph over France in the 

2022 championship game.
 His club manager, Chris-

tophe Galtier, acknowledged 
the joy of reaching such a sig-
nificant milestone, but he also 
announced that the 35-year-
old will not appear for PSG 
until mid-January.

Messi received the golden 
ball in the 2022 World Cup 
final for being the best player 
in the tournament. He scored 
seven goals behind Kyl-
ian Mbappe’s tally of eight 
goals. The French player was 
awarded the golden boot for 
being the top scorer in the 
tournament. Messi is savour-
ing a well-deserved holiday 
after a successful World Cup 
run, but PSG will be without 
one of their star attackers due 
to a crowded winter schedule.

MESSI’S HOTEL ROOM TO BE CONVERTED INTO MUSEUM 
TO COMMEMORATE ARGENTINA’S TRIUMPH AT FIFA WC

The 
selection 

trials will be held 
on January 2 and 3 

while the 
Championships will 

be held in Dubai 
from 

February 14 to 
19

GRAND PRIZE 

Australian Open prize money hits record high

The top tennis players in the 
world will compete for more 
than AUD 100 million in prize 
money across the Australian 
summer, including the 2023 
Australian Open.

The historic high prize pool 
is a result of a record AUD 
76.5 million for the Austra-
lian Open 2023 as well as the 
addition of the lucrative new 
United Cup event. “It is criti-
cal to the continued success of 
the Australian tennis summer 
that we provide strong and 
relevant playing opportuni-
ties and ensure that the best 
players in the world are com-
pensated appropriately. We 
want to ensure Australia is the 
launchpad for the global sea-
son and that we see as much 
of them as possible. They in-

spire us all to engage in this 
great sport as well as inspir-
ing future generations,” said 
Australian Open Tournament 
Director Craig Tiley as quoted 
by ausopen.com.

The tournament director 
was ecstatic after making the 
announcement and men-
tioned that the inauguration 
of the United Cup is significant 

before the grand slam tourna-
ment.

“We are delighted to have 
more than AUD 100 million 
in prize money on offer across 
the Australian summer, along 
with more chances to com-
pete across the country. We’ve 
worked tirelessly alongside 
the ATP and WTA to launch 
the exciting new United Cup, 

which includes its own signifi-
cant ranking points and prize 
money, a further two WTA 
and ATP events in Adelaide, 
the Hobart International and 
an upgraded ATP 100 Chal-
lenger in Canberra.

Talking about the prize 
money, he said, “At the Austra-
lian Open, we’ve upped prize 
money for every round from 
qualifying, through to the fi-
nals, with the major increases 
in the early rounds, where 
these substantial rewards help 
players invest in their own ca-
reers and in many cases, set 
themselves up for success 
throughout the year.”

Creating new benefits, ser-
vices, spaces and experiences 
for the players is also a priority 
at the Australian Open, ensur-
ing there are lots of happy mo-
ments at the ‘Happy Slam’.

The year’s first Grand Slam begins on January 16, 2023.
Argentina won the World Cup after 36 long years.
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PREMIER LEAGUE

HAALAND’S BRACE HAUNTS 
LEEDS AS MAN CITY WIN 3-1
Striker Erling Haa-

land’s brace helped 
Manchester City 

clinch a 3-1 win over Leeds 
United in their Premier 
League match at Elland 
Road on Wednesday.

The Premier League top 
scorer has reached the 20-
goal mark in just 14 games 
since joining City from 
Borussia Dortmund dur-
ing the summer. He has 
reached the mark seven 
games quicker than the 
previous record-hold-
er Kevin Phillips, who 
needed 21 games to reach 
the landmark. Leeds was 
given an early threat by 
Haaland during the open-
ing minute itself, when 
he forced the goalkeeper 
Meslier to save on the 
angle. The hosts were able 
to weather through the 
majority of the first half 
whereas Manchester City 
looked threatening. Kevin 
de Bruyne also shot wide.

Meslier also denied 
Haaland a goal just after 
the half-hour. City kept 
putting pressure on the 
opponent and they kept 
persevering.

City got their goal at the 

stroke of half-time when 
Rodri rolling in a pass 
from Bruyne for Riyad 
Mahrez before reacting 
quickly to turn inside the 
net a rebound from his 
teammate’s shot. This was 
his first Premier League 
goal of the season.

At the end of the half-
time, the score line read 
1-0 in favour of City. In 
the 51st minute, Haaland 
found the nets to double 
the lead and he finally 

came through with anoth-
er goal in the 64th minute 
to make it 3-0 for the visi-
tors.

Pascal Struijk’s strike in 
the 73rd minute added a 
goal to Leeds’ tally but they 
did not really look threat-
ening and it was too late 
for the hosts.

With this win, City is 
in the second spot in the 
points table. Out of their 
15 matches, they have won 
11 matches, drawn two 

and lost two. They have 35 
points in their tally.

On the other hand, Leeds 
United is in the 15th posi-
tion. They have won only 
four of their matches out 
of 15 and have lost eight, 
drawn three. They have 
only 15 points in their tally.

Manchester City will be 
hosting Everton on New 
Year’s Eve, while Leeds 
will take on Newcastle 
United at St James Park 
on Saturday. 

The Norwegian striker created record by breaching the 20-goal mark in just 14 matches.  
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LIGUE 1

Kylian Mbappe’s post world 
cup return goal favoured 
PSG to comfortably extend 
their lead at the top of the 
table. PSG captain Marquin-
hos was in action against FC 
Strasbourg on Wednesday 
scoring one from both the 
teams. Christoph Galtier’s 
side was reduced to a ten-
man squad after Neymar 
was sent off in the second 
half of the match at Parc des 
Princes.

Verratti’s contract exten-
sion through 2026 was 
declared prior to kick-off, 
much to the joy of the Parc 
des Princes audience, who 
were outspoken in their 

support for Mbappe follow-
ing his brilliance for France 
at the FIFA World Cup 2022. 
At the post match press con-
ference, Mbappe showed 
gratitude for the Paris fans 
who were heard chanting 
his name.

Marquinhos marked the 
first major event of the match 
at the 14th minute when he 
converted a cross from Ney-
mar and headed it into the 
opposition nets. However, 
the Brazilian defender’s con-
tribution was a bit scarred 
when he deflected the ball 
from a corner from Stras-
bourg’s Adrien Thomasson 
and posed it into PSG’s nets 
in the 51st minute equalizing 
the scoreboard. 

Brazilian forward Neymar 
got booked twice in the sec-
ond half of the match. He 
received his first card via a 
foul he committed in the 61st 
minute and the next one a 
minute later for diving. 

Nevertheless, Mbappe 
with a last minute on target 
penalty assisted PSG in win-
ning the eventful match. The 
Golden boot winner now has 
12 goals in 14 league matches 
along with 2 assists. 

After 14 matches, PSG are 
at the top with 44 points, 
eight more than RC Lens 
who still have a game left this 
match week. Whereas Stras-
bourg are in the 19th posi-
tion with a disadvantage of 
being relegated.
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Mbappe’s magic helps PSG 
triumph over Strasbourg

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON

Ronaldo Jr. 
cuts ties with 
Man United

Cristiano Ronaldo Jr. has 
left Manchester United 
and has made a return to 
the Real Madrid youth 
team. Following his fa-
ther’s decision to leave 
the club, Ronaldo Jr. 
joined the Madrid youth 
team on Wednesday. 

Ronaldo Jr.’s stats at 
the U-14 level is above 
par from the rest with 
50 goals in 20 matches. 
Throughout his U-14 
journey Ronaldo Jr. has 
played from clubs such 
as Juventus, Manchester 
United and Real Madrid 
which he re-joined cur-
rently. 

He began playing foot-
ball in 2016 in a modest 
club in Madrid, Spain 
named Club de Futbol 
Pozuelo de Alarcon.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
contract termination 
came as a consequence 
to his tiff with United 
Manager Erik Ten Hag. 
Ronaldo also had a pub-
lic outburst against the 
Red Devils in an inter-
view with Piers Morgan 
where he openly criti-
cized the ex-manager 
Ralf Rangnick, the train-
ing infrastructure and 
other aspects of the club. 
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HIGHEST RUN-GETTER
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India’s star batter Suryakumar 
Yadav has been nominated for 
the Men’s T20I Cricketer of 
2022 award as announced by 
the ICC on Friday. The swash-
buckling batter has been nomi-
nated along with three other 
players for the award. Sam 
Curran, Sikandar Raza and 
Mohammad Rizwan are also 
in contention for the coveted 
award. Suryakumar Yadav 
had a sensational 2022 in the 
shortest format of the game, be-
coming just the second batter to 
score more than 1000 runs in 
a year in the format. He ended 
the year as the highest run-
getter, scoring 1164 runs at a 
ridiculous strike rate of 187.43. 

His tally of 68 sixes in the 
calendar year in T20Is is the 
highest anyone has recorded 
in the format in a year by a 
fair distance. Yadav’s incred-
ible consistency in the format 
is reflected in his average which 
stood in the mid-40s. With two 
hundreds and nine half-centu-
ries in the year, Yadav was the 

standout men’s 
T20I batter. In 

the ICC Men’s 
T20 

World 
Cup in Aus-
tralia, Yadav 
recorded three 
fifties in six 
innings, av-
eraging nearly 60 
in the tournament 
while going at a strike 
rate of 189.68. 

He continued his stellar year 
after the tournament too, re-
cording his second hundred 
in T20Is in the year in the 
bilateral series in New Zea-
land. The year also saw Yadav 
become the top-ranked ICC 
Men’s T20I Player Rankings, 
achieving a career-high 890 
rating points. Sikandar Raza 
had a stellar year with the bat 
and also contributed signifi-
cantly with the ball in T20Is. 
A remarkable showing in the 
T20 World Cup in Australia 
capped off a memorable year 
for the Zimbabwe all-rounder. 

With 735 runs in the year at 
a strike rate of over 150, Raza 

scored more than 250 runs 
over the next-best Zimbabwe 
batter in T20Is. He also led 
the wickets chart for them, 
taking 25 wickets at an 
excellent economy rate 
of 6.13.

While Raza’s year 
with the bat was truly 
remarkable, his stand-
out perfor-

mance came in 
a game where he 
made a little con-
tribution with the 
bat. He played a 
massive role in 
Zimbabwe’s win 
over Pakistan in 
the T20 World 
Cup, taking 
3/25 with the 
ball before 
inflicting 
the run out 
of the final 
ball to give 
Zimba-

bwe the one-run victory. 
The Player of the Tourna-

ment at the 2022 T20 World 
Cup, Sam Curran’s bowl-

ing stocks in T20s rose in 
the year with his death 
bowling, in particular, 
earning plaudits. With 
England missing key 

fast bowlers at the tour-

nament, Cur-
ran stepped 
up admirably 
to finish the 
World Cup 
with 13 wick-
ets  to  his 
name, sec-
ond only to 
Wanindu 
Hasaran-
ga of  Sri 
Lanka. His 
best of 5/10 
against Af-
ghanistan 
in the tour-

nament was 

the first time 
any England 

bowler 
took a 
five-

wicket haul in 
men’s T20Is. 
The left-arm 

quick made up 
for missing the 

2021 edition of the 
tournament through 

injury with his impres-
sive showing in Australia. 

Curran’s exploits, including a 
three-wicket haul in the final, 
proved to be crucial in England 
winning their second T20 
World Cup title. Curran’s re-
markable T20 World Cup was 
the highlight of his year in this 
format, and his best showing 
came in the final against Paki-
stan in Melbourne, where he 
conceded just 12 runs in his 
four overs while taking three 
wickets. His victims included 
Mohammad Rizwan, Shan 
Masood and Mohammad 
Nawaz as Pakistan put up 
just 137 runs on board, a total 
that England overcame with an 
over to spare. 

David Warner, Camer-
on Green and Nathan 
Lyon were the stars 

for Australia, helping their 
side crush a helpless South 
Africa side by an innings and 
182 runs in the second Test of 
the three-match series at the 
iconic Melbourne Cricket 
Ground (MCG) on Thursday. 

With this, Australia has 
won the series 2-0. It is their 
first series win against Pro-
teas at home since 2005/06. 
South Africa started day 
three at 15/1, with Sarel Er-
wee (7*) and Theunis de 
Bruyn (6*) unbeaten. Erwee 
and Bruyn started the day on 
a solid note and seemed to be 
putting on a great partner-
ship. Mitchell Starc struck to 
dismiss Erwee for 21 to end 
the 47-run stand. SA was 
47/2. 

Scott Boland soon dis-
missed Bruyn for 28 and 
Travis Head marked his 
birthday with an incredible 
run out to dismiss Khaya 
Zondo for just one run, leav-
ing Proteas reeling at 65/4. 
Kyle Verreynne and Temba 

Bavuma joined forces, tak-
ing Proteas beyond the 100-
run mark. They also brought 
up their 50-run partnership. 
Boland then emerged as the 
partnership breaker, sending 
back Kyle for 33. This ended 
the 63-run stand and half 
of the team was back inside 
the hut for 128 runs. Lyon’s 
spin bamboozled Marco Jan-
sen when he had made just 
five runs. The bowling all-
rounder failed to make an 
impact after a half-century 

in the first innings. 
Bavuma brought up his 

half-century under these dif-
ficult circumstances. Keshav 
Maharaj (13) was run out and 
Lyon got his second wicket 
by dismissing Bavuma for 
65. South Africa slipped to 
176/8. Lungi Ngidi scored 19 
and helped his team cross 
the 200-run mark. But he 
was the final batter down, 
dismissed by Steve Smith. 
Proteas were bundled out 
for 204 runs and the Aussies 

won the match by an innings 
and 182 runs. Lyon was the 
pick of the bowlers, taking 
3/58. Boland took two wick-
ets while Cummins, Starc 
and Smith took one wicket 
each.  In their first innings, 
Australia declared at 575/8. 
Opener Warner made a 
double hundred in his 100th 
Test, scoring 200 in 255 balls. 
Steve Smith also scored a 
classy 85. Wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Alex Carey (111) scored his 
maiden Test ton while Travis 

Head and all-rounder Green 
contributed 51 runs each.

Nortje took 3/92 while 
Rabada ended with figures 
of 2/144. Ngidi and Jansen 
took a wicket each. It was 
not a great match for Proteas 
bowling as the Aussie lead 
swelled to 386 runs. 

Earlier, put to bat first by 
Australia, South Africa was 
bundled out for 189 runs. 
After the Proteas were down 
at 67/5, wicketkeeper-batter 
Kyle Verreynne (52) and 
Marco Jansen (59) put on a 
112-run partnership to stabi-
lise the innings.

All-rounder Cameron 
Green was the pick of the 
bowlers for Aussies, taking 
5/27. This is his first-ever five-
wicket haul in Tests. Mitchell 
Starc took two wickets while 
Scott Boland and Nathan 
Lyon took a wicket each.

Warner won the ‘Man of the 
Match’ for his double ton. 

Brief Scores: Australia: 
575/8 declared (David War-
ner 200, Alex Carey 111, 
Anrich Nortje 3/92) defeated 
South Africa: 189 and 204 
(Temba Bavuma 65, Kyle Ver-
reynne 33, Nathan Lyon 3/58) 
by an innings and 182 runs. 

SECOND TEST
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WARNER, GREEN, LYON SHINE AS OZ 
DOWNS SA BY AN INNINGS AND 182 RUNS

Team Australia win the series.

HUMILIATING LOSS

Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
new selection commit-
tee is likely to be formed 
in January next year, as 
per sources. The sources 
said that the Cricket Advi-
sory Committee (CAC) of 
the board, which com-
prises former player 
Ashok Malhotra, 
Jatin Paranjpe and 
Sulakshana Mail 
is expected to meet 
on 30 December to 
start the process of 
picking up the mem-
bers of the new selec-
tion committee. Back 
in November, the Board 
of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) sacked the 
National Selection Com-
mittee headed by Chetan 
Sharma and invited fresh 
applications. 

Apart from chief selec-
tor Sharma, the selection 
committee also comprised 
Sunil Joshi, Harvinder 
Singh and Debashish Mo-
hanty. A release by crick-
et’s apex governing body 
in the 

country mentioned the 
criteria for those who 
wish to apply for the 
positions. “Should have 

played a minimum of 7 
Test matches or 30 First 
Class matches, or 10 ODI 
and 20 First Class match-
es,” read the official BCCI 
statement. 

“Should have retired 
from the game at least 5 
years ago and no person 
who has been a member 

of any Cricket Commit-
tee (as defined in the 

rules and regulations 
of BCCI) for a total of 
5 years shall be eligi-
ble to be a member 
of the Men’s Selec-
tion Committee,” 

the release added. 
The last date for the 

submission of applica-
tions was 28 November, 
2022. The decision came 
after India’s humiliating 
ten-wicket loss to Eng-
land in the semifinal of 
the ICC T20 World Cup  
2022 in Australia. 

BCCI’S NEW SELECTION COMMITTEE LIKELY TO 
BE FORMED IN JANUARY NEXT YEAR: SOURCES

DAY 4
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WILLIAMSON’S DOUBLE TON GIVES NEW 
ZEALAND LEAD OF 174 AGAINST PAKISTAN

New Zealand’s Kane William-
son slammed his fifth double 
century and shared a 159-run 
partnership stand with Ish 
Sodhi to give visitors an up-
per hand against Pakistan on 
fourth day, gaining a 174-run 
lead before Kiwi captain Tim 
Southee decided to declare 
their innings here at the Na-
tional Stadium in Karachi on 
Thursday. 

Trailing by 174 runs, Paki-
stan finished the fourth day 
of the first Test on 77-2, with 
Imam-ul-Haq unbeaten at 
45 and Nauman Ali on four. 
Opener Abdullah Shafique 
was the first to sent packing 
as he was caught at mid-on 
for 17 after playing injudi-
cious lofted shot off-spinner 
Michael Bracewell.

Then Shan Masood was 
lbw by Ish Sodhi for just 10 
runs before Haq and Nau-
man brought the day to a 
close. Earlier, Williamson 
and Sodhi batted for over a 
half-day, which proved frus-
trating for Pakistan. The pair 

only added 79 runs in the first 
session, but they set the tone 
that allowed New Zealand to 
pull ahead and take a healthy 
lead gradually. 

Sodhi and Williamson were 
both at ease on a pitch that 
only offered a slow turn, with 
the rough patches remaining 
wide off the stumps. The duo 
were able to work the runs 

away comfortably as Nauman 
Ali wheeled away, trying to 
hit those patches to create 
some disturbance. Ali came 
close to picking up a wicket 
when he hit Williamson on 
the pad on 116 and got his 
way with the on-field umpire. 
However, a closer look re-
vealed that the ball had been 
pitched outside the leg stump. 

GREAT CHALLENGE
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Melbourne Cricket Club 
keen on hosting 
India-Pakistan Test series
It has been a long time since 
archrivals India and Pakistan 
played a Test match. The two 
countries have not played in 
the game’s longest format 
since 2007 when bilateral 
cricket between the neigh-
bours was suspended. As 
per the ESPNcricinfo, follow-
ing the success of the classic 
T20 World Cup 2022 match 
between India and Pakistan 
in October, the Melbourne 
Cricket Club and the Victo-
rian government have made 
informal inquiries to Cricket 
Australia (CA) about hosting 
a Test match series between 
India and Pakistan in Mel-
bourne. According to ES-
PNcricinfo, MCC chief execu-
tive Stuart Fox spoke on SEN 
radio on day 4 of the second 
Test between Australia and 
South Africa and said that the 
club, as well as the Victoria 
government, had made an in-
quiry with CA about hosting 
a neutral Test. 

While the last Test match 
between India and Pakistan 
was played in 2007, the last 
international series in which 

the two teams participated 
was held in 2013. Fox stated 
that the MCC would love 
to host the two countries 
in Test cricket after 90,293 
fans packed into the MCG last 
month to watch the last-ball 
thriller in the prestigious T20 
world cup. 

“Absolutely. Three [Tests] in 
a row would be lovely at the 
MCG. You’d fill it every time. 
We have asked. We’ve taken 
that up with Cricket Austra-
lia. I know the [Victoria] gov-
ernment has as well. Again, 
it’s enormously complicated 
from what I can understand, 
amongst a really busy sched-
ule. So I think that’s prob-

ably the greater challenge,” 
ESPNcicinfo quoted Fox as 
saying. “Wouldn’t it be great 
that it wasn’t just Australia-
centric and Victoria-centric, 
that we’re catering for all the 
countries and filling the sta-
dium all the time. So we have 
asked. Hopefully, Cricket 
Australia keep taking it up 
with the ICC and keep push-
ing for it. When you do see 
some of the stadiums around 
the world unoccupied, I think 
it would be much better to 
have a full house and that 
atmosphere and celebrating 
the game with full houses,” 
he further added.

India and Pakistan players in action.

HIT BY BOUNCER
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Injured Cameron Green targets return 
during Border-Gavaskar Trophy 

Australia’s Cameron Green, 
who suffered an injury dur-
ing the second Test against 
South Africa, is targeting a 
return to the side during the 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy 
against India next year. 

During the match, Green 
was hit by a bouncer by 
pacer Anrich Nortje. But de-
spite being ruled out of the 
third Test, the all-rounder 
batted and hit a half-cen-
tury. “It obviously hurts 
not playing for Australia. 
I have played every game 
since I debuted so it is going 
to feel a bit weird watching 
Test cricket from home,” 
said Green as quoted by 
cricket.com.au. “But I will 
be absolutely rapt for who-
ever comes in and hopefully 
takes their opportunity. It is 

a great environment to be 
a part of so I am definitely 
going to miss it. I’m going to 
do as much as I can to get it 
right and try to go to India.” 
“A lot of people talk about 
the tour to India, how 
tough it is mentally and 
physically. It is going to 
be a massive tour for us. 
We’re as best prepared as 
we’re ever going to be, so 
(I’m) looking forward 
to it,” said the all-
rounder. 

Green will 
not play any 
further part 
in the Box-
ing Day Test 
and revealed 
that his team 
ideally would 
not have sent 
him to bat on 
day three af-
ter Nortje hit 

him the previous evening. 
“You try to not show the 
pain straightaway,” the all 

rounder said. “I marked 
my guard again and 

walked a couple 
of steps, and I 
was like ‘I reckon 
my finger is out 
of place here’. I 
checked on it - it 

looked a little 
bit in-

vert-
ed is 
the 

only way I can explain it. 
It already had a big cut in 
it, then I got the bad news 
after the scan. 

“I was only going to go 
out there if we lost four or 
five wickets in the first ses-
sion. If we would lost all 
the wickets in the second 

session, I was not 
going to go out 
there at all.” Green 
staunchly defied a 
dangerous South 
African bowling 

attack despite 
limiting his 

stroke-play 
and being 
under 
consid-
erable 
duress. 
He was 
able  to 
soak up 
157 deliv-

eries to help swell the Aus-
sies’ lead over Proteas and 
even allowed Alex Carey to 
reach his maiden Test cen-
tury. “I think that is what 
happens when you get in-
jured - your game simplifies 
in a way. There is only a few 
shots you can play and ev-
erything apart from that you 
have to defend. It is a funny 
thing when you are in that 
mindset, you are actually re-
ally clear on what you have 
to do,” he said. 

The partnership added 
to the bond between Carey 
and Green, with the latter 
raising his arms when the 
former brought up his cen-
tury, as if he himself had 
scored one. “It was really 
special and probably the 
guy I wanted out there at 
that stage. To see him throw 
his arms up meant a lot to 
me,” said Carey.
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The 
sources said 

that CAC, is ex-
pected to meet on 30 
December to start the 
process of picking up 
the members of the 
new selection com-

mittee. 

ICC nominates Suryakumar Yadav for 
Men’s T20I Cricketer of Year award

Kane Williamson slams his fifth double century 


