
Gory details of Shraddha Walker 
murder case has been revealed 
in the Delhi Police chargesheet 
showing how the accused Aaftab 
Poonawala committed the crime. 
The chargesheet reveals how the 
accused strangled Shraddha and 
how he disposed of the body 
parts one by one. The Delhi Po-
lice chargesheet also disclosed 
that Aaftab was of an aggressive 
nature and used to beat Shraddha 

on petty issues.
According to the police, to mis-

lead the investigation the accused 
earlier said that he used a stone 
crusher to dispose of Shraddha’s 
bones and after grinding the 
bones and turning them to pow-
der, he threw them on the road. 
However, the police said that he 

later retracted this statement.
The chargesheet also revealed 

that his previous disclosure is 
partially correct. In addition to 
that disclosure, he further said 
that in his earlier statement, he 
had tried to mislead the police 
by giving a false statement that 
after murdering Shraddha on 
18 May 2022, at a rented accom-
modation in Chattarpur Pahadi 
he cut her body into pieces and 
burnt the bones of Shraddha and 
after grinding them with a stone

BJP meet Russia-ukRaine waR

Death toll Rises to 5000, millions 
DisPlaceD in tuRkey anD syRia 

No complacency, take Budget to 
masses: PM Modi to party MPs

Nearly 4,900 people have 
been killed and tens of 
thousands injured after a 
magnitude 7.8 earthquake 
struck Turkey and Syria on 
Monday, according to offi-
cials, reported CNN. 

Turkey’s death toll rose to 
at least 3,381 as of around 
9:45 a.m. local time on Tues-
day, Orhan Tatar, an official 
with the country’s disaster 
management agency, said in 
a televised briefing. At least 
20,426 injuries have also 
been reported, according to 
Tatar.

Meanwhile in Syria, the 

death toll has risen to 1,509 
across areas controlled by 
the government and by the 
opposition, officials said, re-
ported CNN.  At least 3,548 
people have also been re-
ported injured in Syria, ac-
cording to officials. 

So far, 11,000 buildings 
have been reported dam-
aged in Turkey, said Tatar. 
Nearly 25,000 emergency 
responders are working at 
scenes impacted, he added, 
reported CNN.

Rescuers are using at least 
10 ships and 54 aircraft to 
transport the wounded and 
help with search operations, 
he said. The international 
community has been quick 

to offer assistance to Turkey 
and Syria as the full scale of 
the disaster becomes clear, 
reported CNN.

The UN’s humanitarian co-
ordinator in Syria, El-Mosta-
fa Benlamlih, told CNN the 
search and rescue mission 
was being hampered by a 
lack of heavy equipment and 
machinery. 

He said the UN’s supply 
of stock has been distrib-
uted and more medicine 
and medical equipment are 
needed, and especially fresh-
water or tools to repair dam-
aged water tanks. 
“Around 4 million people 
in northern Syria were 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday asked the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
MPs not to show any compla-
cency and reach out to people 
on the ground.

Prime Minister Modi par-
ticipated in Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) parliamentary 
party meeting on Tuesday. 
BJP national president JP 
Nadda felicitated Prime 

Minister on arriving for the 
meeting. Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman was 
also felicitated by Nadda for 
presenting the Union Budget 
2023.

The weekly meeting of the 
BJP in the Parliament takes 
place every Tuesday when 
the House is in function.

Addressing fellow party 
MPs, PM Modi lauded his 
government’s effort to bring 
in a budget at a very difficult 
time, said sources. He said 

the budget has something 
for every stratum of society. 
PM asked party MPs to take 
the budget to the people.
“It is a huge responsibil-
ity on behalf of the MPs to 
talk about the budget to 
their constituency and tell 
people what is in the budget 
for them and how this bud-
get comes in at a time in the 
world is going through a ma-
jor economic crisis,” sources 
said quoting PM Modi.

Boeing Plans to 
cut 2,000 JoBs  
in 2023
SEATTLE: Boeing plans 
to make staffing cuts 
in the aerospace com-
pany’s finance and human 
resources departments 
in 2023, with a loss of 
around 2,000 jobs, the 
company said. “We expect 
about 2,000 reductions 
primarily in Finance and 
HR through a combination 
of attrition and layoffs,” 
Boeing said in a statement 
on Monday. “While no one 
has been notified of job 
loss, we will continue to 
share information trans-
parently to allow people 
to plan.” The company, 
which recently relocated 
its headquarters to 
Arlington, Virginia, said it 
expects to “significantly 
grow” the overall work-
force during the year. 

3 let teRRoRist 
associates 
aRResteD in 
sRinagaR 
SRINAGAR: As many as 
three terrorists associated 
with proscribed terror 
outfit LeT were arrested in 
Srinagar, police officials 
said on Tuesday. The 
police recovered cash 
amount of Rs 31,65,200 
and other incriminating 
materials from their pos-
session. They have been 
identified as Umar Adil 
Dar, Bilal Asmad Sidiqi 
and Salik Mehraj. “A police 
party of Police Station 
Nowgam during routine 
checking at Lasjan Cross-
ing (NHW) spotted 3 sus-
picious individuals coming 
from Lasjan towards NHW 
carrying a blue colour 
cricket kit bag trying to 
avoid the naka checking 
party,” said police officials.
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Bilkis Bano case soRRy state of affaiR SC grants 8 weeks 
to work out ways 
for Haldwani rehab

sc assuRes eaRly heaRing 
on Release of convicts 

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday granted the Indian 
Railways authorities and Ut-
tarakhand government eight 
weeks’ time to work out a 
solution in relation to the 
rehabilitation of the people 
who were asked to vacate the 

encroachments from railway 
land in Banbhoolpura area 
of Haldwani.

A bench of Justices San-
jay Kishan Kaul and Manoj 
Misra while granting eight 
weeks to Railway authori-
ties and Uttarakhand on the 
request of Additional Solici-
tor General Aishwarya Bhati 

The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday assured Bilkis Bano, 
who challenged the pre-ma-
ture release of 11 convicts for 
gang-raping her and mur-
dering her family members 
during the 2002 Godhra 
riots, that her plea against 
the remission granted to 11 

convicts will be heard soon.
A bench of Chief Justice 

D.Y. Chandrachud and Jus-
tices P.S. Narasimha and J.B. 
Pardiwala will constitute a 
bench soon for Bano’s plea. 
Advocate Shobha Gupta, 
appearing for Bano, men-
tioned the matter for ur-
gent hearing and said that 
a new bench needs to be 
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RestRaining meDia 

Plea in sc seeking 
meDia gag on RePoRts 
against aDani gRouP

un chief 
feaRs woRlD 
is heaDing 
towaRDs a 
‘wiDeR waR’

6 million PeoPle 
in afghanistan 
face famine 
Risk: un

A plea has been moved in 
the Supreme Court seeking 
to issue a gag order restrain-
ing media from releasing 
any statement against the 
listed companies including 
the Adani group of compa-
nies unless pre-verified by 

the SEBI. 
The petition has been 

moved by advocate ML 
Sharma, who has earlier 
also sought a probe against 
the US-based firm, whose 
report has led to shares of 
Adani group plunging on the 
bourses. This time Manohar 
Lal Sharma filed another 
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Friend indeed

A C-17 Globemaster IAF aircraft departed India and is en route to 
Turkey carrying National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) teams 

and High availability disaster recovery (HADR) equipment. ANi

India with a human face 
on Tuesday reached 
out to earthquake-dev-

astated Turkey and Syria. 
With an open heart, Indian 
government rushed rescue 
teams, support and search 
operators, medical teams 
and relief materials. 

External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar said that the 
first Indian Air Force (IAF) 
plane carrying disaster relief 
material and rescue team to 
support search and rescue 
efforts in Turkey has reached 
Adana in the earthquake-hit 
country.

The IAF’s C-17, a strategic 
transport aircraft left for 
Turkey earlier on Tuesday 
“bearing search and rescue 
teams of the National Disas-

ter Response Force (NDRF). 
The aircraft is part of a larger 
relief effort that will be un-
dertaken by the IAF along 
with other Indian organisa-
tions, said the Indian Air 
Force.

Two more C-17 IAF planes 
to Turkey later with 60 Para 
Field Hospital and personnel 
to assist in rescue and relief 
operations. 

According to defence of-
ficials, the Agra-based 
Army Field Hospital has 
despatched an 89-member 
medical team. The medical 
team comprises critical care 
specialist teams including 
Orthopaedic Surgical Team, 
General Surgical Special-
ist Team, Medical Special-
ist Teams apart from other 
medical teams. The teams 
are equipped with X-ray ma-
chines, ventilators, Oxygen 

generation plant, Cardiac 
monitors and associated 
equipment to establish a 30 
bedded medical facility.

Ministry of External Af-
fairs spokesperson Arin-
dam Bagchi earlier said 
India’s Humanitarian As-
sistance and Disaster Relief 
(HADR) capabilities were 
put into action.” The 1st 
batch of earthquake relief 
material leaves for Turkiye, 
along with NDRF Search 
& Rescue Teams, specially 
trained dog squads, medical 
supplies, drilling machines & 
other necessary equipment,” 
he tweeted.

Under HADR operations 
for Turkey and Syria, India 
dispatched the first C17 air-
borne for Turkey at 03:09 
am on Tuesday while the 
second C17 took off around 

humane inDia Reaches out to tuRkey
Rescue oPeRation 
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 Aaftab bought one saw, three blades, 
a hammer and plastic clips to cut 
Shraddha’s body parts

 He cut the body into 17 pieces. On the first 
day, he cut her wrist and hand

 He purchased disinfectant, toilet cleaner, 
bleach from shopping app to clean blood 
stains that spread on the floor

 He cut both the legs of Shraddha’s dead 
body from knees and ankle

 He kept her head, torso and both forearms 

in the freezer for fear of being identified
 About three to four months after the 
incident, after disfiguring Shraddha’s 
head and face with a blow torch, Aaftab 
cut her hair and erased her identity

 Shraddha’s head, both forearms and 
torso were thrown in the Chhattarpur 
Enclave forest

 Her hair and clothes were thrown in 
a big dustbin placed at the corner of 
Chattarpur Pahadi

MUrDer MoST FoUL

aaftaB gRounD shRaDDha’s Bones, maDe PowDeR, thRew them on RoaD 
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shRaDDha 
muRDeR case

ToTAL DeAD

BUILDING 
CoLLAPSe

IN TUrkey, TrAINS BeING USeD AS 
eMerGeNCy ACCoMMoDATIoN; 3,400 
PeoPLe TAke SheLTerS IN TrAINS

TUrkey hAS DePLoyeD More ThAN 
24,400 SeArCh AND reSCUe PerSoNNeL 

NoT oNLy NUMBerS

reSCUeD
FroM DeBrIS

IN SheLTer 
hoMeS

5,261

11,342

8,000

380,000

 Govt rushes NDRF team, medical aids and relief materials 

The United Nations Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres has said he fears 
the world was heading for a 
“wider war” as the potential 
for escalation of the Ukraine 
war continues.

“The Russian invasion of 

As Afghanistan continues 
to face the worst humani-
tarian crisis amid ongoing 
political chaos, the United 
Nations (UN) warned that 
two-thirds of Afghans are

15
Pm naRenDRa moDi 
Receives lionel 
messi’s aRgentina 
JeRsey as gift

10
fRienDs, 
foes eXtenD 
aiD afteR 
quakes
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human sentiments aRe 
same….Pm finDs tuRkey 
quake similaR to BhuJ, 
gets emotional 
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Condoling the deaths 
in the earthquake 
that shook Turkey 

and Syria, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Tuesday 
turned emotional and re-
called the 2001 Bhuj earth-
quake that claimed thou-
sands of lives in Gujarat.

The PM turned emotional 
while addressing MPs at 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
parliamentary party meet-
ing held this morning 
ahead of the start of pro-
ceedings of the ongoing 
Budget Session of Parlia-
ment, according to sources. 

He recalled the devastat-
ing 2001 Bhuj earthquake 
when he was the chief min-
ister of Gujarat and spoke 
about the challenges posed 
for the rescue operations. 
The Prime Minister also 
mentioned humanitarian 
assistance being provided 
by the Government of India 
to the disaster-hit country 
after a magnitude 7.8 quake 
rippled through both Tur-
key and Syria on Monday.

PM said he could very 
well relate to what Turkey 
was going through right 
now. 

In 2001, a massive earth-
quake jolted Bhuj in Guja-
rat’s Kutch district in which 
more than 20,000 people 
were killed and over 1.5 

lakh people were injured. 
The earthquake left thou-
sands homeless.

At least 4,372 deaths have 
been confirmed and thou-

sands were injured after 
a powerful magnitude 7.8 
earthquake rocked Turkey 
and Syria early Monday, 
according to officials and 

agencies, according to offi-
cials and agencies. In Syria, 
1,451 deaths and 3,531 inju-
ries have been reported by 
officials.

devastation 

Human sentiments are same….Pm finds turkey 
quake similar to bHuj, gets emotional 
TDG NETWORK
New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) National President JP Nadda leaves after attending the 
BJP Parliamentary Party Meeting for Union Budget 2023-24, at 
Parliament House, in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANI

Indian Air Force (IAF) C-17 Globemaster aircraft with Army 
troops reaches Hindon Airbase from Agra in order to leave for the 
earthquake-hit Turkey after refilling and emigration clearance, 
in Ghaziabad on Tuesday. ANI

Northern Army Commander 
Lieutenant General Upendra 
Dwivedi on Tuesday said that 
eastern Ladakh is being dom-
inated by physical and techni-
cal patrolling by the Indian 
Army to ensure the territorial 
integrity of the country.

Referring to the situation 
at the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC), where a clash erupted 
between the Indian Army 
and Chinese troops at a place 
near Yangtse in Arunachal 
Pradesh’s Tawang sector, the 
Northern Army Commander 
said, “On the LAC, our re-
sponse to Chinese attempts to 
unilaterally change the status 
quo was a swift, undaunted 
and synergized action by the 
Indian Armed Forces. Any 
adverse aggressive designs 
or attempts will definitely be 
met with appropriate postur-
ing of the forces and a strong 
intent with complete synergy 
amongst the three services.” 

“Measures to resolve the 
LAC situation at diplomatic 
and operational levels are also 
simultaneously underway. I 
assure you that the LAC in 
eastern Ladakh is being dom-
inated by physical patrolling 

and through technical means 
and our territorial integrity 
is being ensured. Restoration 
of peace and tranquillity to 
enable progress in bilateral 
relations has been and will 
remain our constant endeav-
our,” he added.

The Northern Army Com-
mander was addressing the 
first segment of the Investi-
ture Ceremony at Srinagar. 
The event was conducted to 
commend the Army’s acts of 
bravery, commitment, and 
sacrifice which have contrib-
uted to the stability along the 
Line of Control (LoC) and the 
LAC.

In his address, Lt Gen 
Dwivedi assured that the 
Northern Command is in a 
high state of readiness and 
morale to face constantly 
evolving threats and chal-
lenges and said, “The secu-
rity situation in Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh poses 
many challenges in terrain 
and operational dynamics, 
especially from different ad-
versaries along the northern 
and western borders. We are 
committed to defending In-
dia’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity while upholding 
the democratic traditions of 
the nation.”

strong resolve 

aPProPriate resPonse 
to ensure territorial 
integrity: army Commander

striCt aCtion 

No place of Left Wing Extremism in New 
India: Amit Shah to House committee  

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday reiter-
ated his commitment, say-
ing “there is no place for 
violence and Left Wing 
Extremism ideas in the ‘self-
reliant New India’ under the 
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
that the Central government 
has adopted a policy of zero 
tolerance in this direction”. 
Shah’s direction came while 
chairing the meeting of the 
Parliamentary Consultative 
Committee of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs on Left Wing 
Extremism, in New Delhi to-
day. Union Minister of State 
for Home Affairs Nityanand 
Rai, Ajay Kumar Mishra and 
Nishith Pramanik, Members 
of the Committee from both 
the Houses of the Parlia-
ment, Union Home Secre-
tary, Director General BSF 
and CRPF and several senior 
officials of Union Home Min-
istry and line Ministries were 
present during the meeting. 
In his address, Shah said 
under the leadership of PM 
Modi, the Ministry of Home 
Affairs’ policy to deal with 
Left Wing Extremism has 
three main pillars, which are, 

a strategy to curb extremists 
violence with ruthless ap-
proach, better coordination 
between Centre and States, 
and, eliminating support 
for Left Wing Extrem-
ists through public par-
ticipation in development. 
The Minister said that this 
three-pronged strategy has 
given historic success in 
curbing Left Wing Extrem-
ism in the last eight years. 
For the first time after near-
ly four decades in 2022, the 
number of deaths of civil-
ians and security forces has 
been brought to under 100, 
said Shah, adding “76 per 
cent reduction in violent in-
cidents related to Left Wing 
Extremism is observed in 
2022 in comparison to 2010”. 
“The number of civilian and 
security personnel who lost 
their lives in Left Wing Ex-
tremism incidents has come 
down by 90 per cent to 98 
per cent in 2022 in compari-
son to the figure of 1,005 
in 2,010 and the number 
of Left Wing Extremism-
affected districts reduced 
to 45 from earlier 90.” 
“The number of districts 
under the Security Re-
lated Expenditure (SRE) 
scheme was reduced from 
126 to 90 in April-2018 

and further reduced to 70 
since July-2021,” said Shah. 
He also said that the number 
of districts most affected by 
LWE has reduced from 35 to 
30 in April-2018 and further 
reduced to 25 since July-2021. 
Since 2019, the Minister said 
security forces have achieved 
huge success in establishing 
175 new camps in Left Wing 
Extremism affected areas, 
and, reducing the security 
vacuum along with mak-
ing top leadership of Left 
Wing Extremists ineffec-
tive, to break the backbone 
of Left Wing Extremism. 
He said that as a result of 
these efforts, success has 
been achieved against Left 
Wing Extremism in dif-

ficult areas like Budha Pa-
had and Chakarbanda and 
Bihar, Jharkhand and Odi-
sha have been almost freed 
from Left Wing Extremism. 
The Union Home Minis-
ter said that our security 
forces have caught the Nax-
alites with new innovative 
methods and under this 
policy, with the establish-
ment of new security camps 
in the Lohardaga district 
of Jharkhand, in Febru-
ary 2022 13-day joint op-
eration got many successes. 
Shah said that the Ministry of 
Home Affairs is determined 
to destroy the entire ecosys-
tem of Left Wing Extrem-
ists by financial choking. 
He said that the BSF Air-

wing has been strengthened 
with the induction of new 
pilots and engineers in the 
last year to aid operations 
in Left Wing Extremism-
affected areas and save 
the lives of our soldiers. 
The Minister said that the 
Modi government has made 
several successful efforts 
to better coordinate with 
the governments of Left 
Wing Extremism affected 
states without any party 
or ideology-related bias. 
He said that the Modi gov-
ernment is providing funds 
for the modernization of state 
police forces and assistance 
related to the construction 
of fortified police stations 
in the affected states with-
out any discrimination. 
“Security, as well as accel-
erated development in Left 
Wing Extremism-affected 
areas, is the main focus of the 
government’s policy under 
the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Modi and the govern-
ment is taking several steps 
for the all-round develop-
ment of these areas,” he said. 
He said that along with the 
flagship schemes of the 
Government of India, sev-
eral special schemes are 
being implemented for the 
development of these areas. 

in ametHi awareness 

‘one family’ built guest House 
on land alloCated for mediCal 
College: smriti irani in ls 

Delhi Police launches ‘Cyber Suraksha’ 
campaign to tackle cybercrime 

Union minister Smriti Irani 
on Tuesday attacked the 
Congress party, saying that 
for 30 years the people of 
Amethi were repeatedly 
told that a medical college 
will be opened but nothing 
happened.  “For 30 years, 
the people of Amethi were 
repeatedly told that a medi-
cal college will be opened. 

But if you visit Amethi you 
will see that this one family 
built a guest house for them-
selves on the land allocated 
for medical college,” Irani 
said addressing the Lok 
Sabha.  She further accused 
Congress of opening hostels 
in name of their son and 
daughter on government 
land. BJP MP Smriti Irani 
added that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has built 
various infrastructure proj-

ects in the name of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

“There is an airport called 
Fursatganj. The land is of 
government but the fam-
ily has opened hostels in 
name of son and daughter. 
PM makes infra in name of 
Subhas Chandra Bose, and 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 
but hostels have been built 
there in the name of Rahul 
and Priyanka,” said Irani.

Delhi Police has launched its latest 
initiative to combat cybercrime with 
the launch of the “Cyber Suraksha” 
campaign. The two-month long initia-
tive aims to provide digital literacy to 
10,000 students across various schools 
and colleges in Delhi in partnership 
with Meta. The initiative will focus on 
providing students with digital safety 
best practices, e-digital literacy aware-
ness sessions, training resources and a 
knowledge repository of self-help mate-
rial, safety videos, and other resources.

Speaking on the occasion, Sanjay 

Singh, Special Commissioner of Po-
lice, Perception Management & Media 
Cell said that the Digital Awareness is 
of prime importance and the need of 
the hour as cybercrime has become 
a problem world-wide. “Women and 
children are among the most vulner-
able section, who often fall prey, due to 
lacking awareness about cyber safety 
and crimes. The victims must report the 
matter as remaining silent gives an op-
portunity to the perpetrators to repeat 
similar acts. ‘Not to speak-out shall not 
be an option’”. Singh Said.

The Delhi Police also launched a se-
ries of short films as part of its cyber 
awareness campaign, with the appeal 

“Fool Nahi-Cool Bane”. These films 
will convey important messages and 
knowledge about the prevalent cyber-
related offences, and will be dissemi-
nated through various social media 
platforms. The launch event was held at 
Adarsh Auditorium and was attended 
by around 300 girl students from vari-
ous colleges across Delhi.

The Head of Trust & Safety at Meta, 
Satya Yadav also attended the program 
and addressed students and partici-
pants about the partnership with the 
Delhi Police. “Building a safe and in-
clusive environment for women, youth, 
and other users was the company’s pri-
ority.
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NEW DELHI: Acclaimed globally after Japan’s triple di-
saster in 2011 and Nepal earthquake in 2015, the National 
Disaster Response Force (NDRF) has been given the 
task for the fourth time since its inception to handle the 
tragedy of the massive earthquake in Turkey, which has 
claimed over 4,000 lives so far. 

Always led from the front by displaying a high level of 
dedication and commitment, the NDRF, which was con-
stituted in 2006, was first time sent for an international 
rescue operation in Japan in 2011 to help the country fac-
ing triple disaster, followed by Bhutan river rescue opera-
tion in 2014 and Nepal earthquake in 2015, NDRF DIG 
Mohsen Shahidi said.

This is the fourth international disaster rescue opera-
tion when the NDRF team has been tasked to help earth-
quake-hit Turkey. This time, a 101-member National Di-
saster Response Force (NDRF) rescuers, including five 
female personnel and a four-member canine squad, will 
help earthquake-hit Turkey from Tuesday.

A 51-member team landed at Turkey’s Adana airport 
this morning. The second team of another 50 members 
of the NDRF is on its way. Led by Commanding officer 
Gurminder Singh of NDRF’s 2nd Battalion in Kolkata, the 
whole contingent of 101 rescuers will start its operations 
in a coordinated way as per directions of the Indian Em-
bassy in Turkey and local authorities.

A massive earthquake, 7.8 magnitude on Richter Scale, 
ripped through Turkey and Syria on February 6, followed 
by a series of earthquakes causing huge devastation, loss 
of lives and damage to infrastructure in both countries 
and media reports of over 4,000 people lost their lives.

“In a very short span of time, NDRF has rescued over 
1.48 lakh precious human lives and also evacuated more 
than seven lakh stranded persons from disaster situa-
tions within the country and abroad. 

ndrf on glorious global 
oPerations, turkey is tHe fourtH 

NEW DELHI: Amid speculation that Pakistan did not 
allow Indian Air Force planes to fly over its air space 
while going to Turkey and Syria for relief operations, the 
Indian Air Force clarified that as per standard operating 
procedure, its aircraft have avoided flying over Pakistan.

“Our aircraft don’t fly over Pakistan as this is our stan-
dard operating procedure. Our planes take a longer 
route by flying from the Gujarat side to avoid Pakistani 
air space while going towards Europe or West Asia,” an 
IAF official said. The issue came up for clarification after 
speculations started that Pakistan has denied air space 
to Indian Air Force for sending relief material to Turkiye 

and Syria.
These two countries have suffered massively due to 

earthquakes which have killed thousands of people there. 
India is extending its support to Turkey through the 
ongoing crisis after the earthquake that jolted the coun-
try on Monday. The IAF has, so far, sent four aircraft to 
Turkiye with relief material, National Disaster Response 
Force, and a military field hospital from Agra. 

The Indian Air Force has also despatched a C-130 Su-
per Hercules aircraft with medical supplies to Syria 
but no personnel would be deployed there for relief op-
erations in view of the ongoing security situation there. 

iaf airCraft on way to turkey not taking fligHt PatH over Pak
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Amit Shah

foCus on mega 
ConClave 
The 85th plenary session 
of the indian National 
Congress will be held 
on 24- 26 of February in 
raipur. almost all the big 
party leaders from across 
the country will participate 
in the three-day mega 
conclave. The discussion 
will focus primarily on the 
issues of price rise, un-
employment, india-China, 
strategy for the 2024 lok 
Sabha polls, and pre- and 
post-poll alliances, where 
all Pradesh Congress 
Committee (PCC) del-
egates would authorise the 
presidency of Mallikarjun 
Kharge. The Congress has 
formulated an organising 
committee for its three-day 
85th plenary session, with 
treasurer Pawan Bansal 
as its chairman and the 
three party chief ministers 
as special invitees. The 
party also constituted 
a reception committee 
headed by Chhattisgarh 
Congress chief Mohan 
Markam, with state Chief 
Minister Bhupesh Baghel 
as its co-chairman. all 
india Congress Committee 
(aiCC) general secretary 
Tariq anwar has been ap-
pointed as the convenor of 
the organising committee.

unCertainity 
over Cm faCe 
ahead of the MP assembly 
elections, Congress work-
ers had put up hoardings 
and posters reading ‘Naya 
Saal Nayi Sarkar’ (New 
Year, New government) 
and ‘Bhavi Mukhyamantri’ 
Kamal Nath (Future CM 
Kamal Nath)  across the 
city of Bhopal. however, 
just a month later, former 
MPCC president arun 
Yadav has expressed his 
confusion and questioned 
the urgency of Kamal Nath 
being projected as the 
party’s future CM candi-
date in MP, stating that it 
will be decided who will 
be the CM in MP only after 
the party comes to power. 
he added that they have 
all been working under his 
leadership. Meanwhile, 
former opposition leader 
ajay Singh has come out in 
support of arun Yadav as 
the candidate for the top 
job if the Congress forms 
government. earlier, Con-
gress’s national in-charge 
for MP, JP agrawal, had 
said that the party was yet 
to finalise its CM face in the 
state. Now the differences 
have come out in the open 
on the issue of the CM’s 
face, but State Congress 
president Kamal Nath has 
said that he is not inter-
ested in becoming the chief 
minister of the state.

eye on akHilesH’s 
neXt move 
SP’s National President 
akhilesh Yadav is now 
manipulating every politi-
cal step. he is now geared 
up and preparing the 
political ground from home 
after winning the Mainpuri 
by-election and bringing 
Shivpal Yadav into the party 
fold. For the first time, he is 
focusing with full intensity 
on Jat seats such as Bijnor, 
Muzaffarnagar, Buland-
shahr, Dhampur, Meerut, 
and Nagina. Directly trying 
to relate with the youth of 
every village and formulat-
ing fruitful strategies for 
the future. 

on the radar

RAHIL NORA CHOPRA



3nationthe daily guardian review
wedne sday |  08 february 2023

new delhi

IN THE COURTS
DELHI HC RESTRAINS  
24 ENTITIES FROM USING 
'KHAN CHACHA'
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High court 
has restrained 24 entities from using 
the brand name 'Khan Chacha'. The 
proprietor of Khan Chacha has moved 
a plea alleging the infringement of its 
brand name. The bench of Justice C 
Hari Shankar on Monday restrained 
24 entities from using or advertising, 
directly or indirectly, any mark which 
includes the words "KHAN CHACHA", 
for services identical or allied to the 
services covered by classes 29 and 43 of 
the classification of goods and services 
for trade mark purposes. The bench has 
also directed Zomato and Swiggy to block 
access to the websites and Mobile apps 
of 24 Defendants. The bench has also 
issued summons to the defendants. They 
are directed to file a written statement, 
accompanied by an affidavit of admission/
denial of the documents filed by the 
plaintiff be filed within 30 days with an 
advance copy to the learned Counsel for 
the plaintiff. Petitioner has been directed to 
file a rejoinder on the reply within 30 days.

PIL FOR HIGH POWER 
TEAM, WITHDRAWS FROM 
DELHI HC
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court 
on Tuesday allowed to withdraw a 
public interest litigation (PIL) seeking 
direction to constitute a committee 
and direction to representatives of all 
relevant ministries to look into this 
immediately for the affected areas of 
Joshimath, Uttarakhand, who work for 
the rehabilitation of people. The bench 
of Justice Satish Chander Sharma and 
Justice Subramonium Prasad allowed 
to withdrew PIL filed by lawyer Rohit 
Dandriyal after the State of Uttarakhand 
represented by Dy. Advocate General 
Jatinder Kumar Sethi pointed out that the 
Supreme Court had on January 16, 2023, 
directed another similar PIL Petitioner 
to approach the Uttarakhand High Court 
since the same issue was pending before 
a Division Bench at Nainital. Earlier, the 
Delhi High Court was informed by the 
Uttrakhand Government that the Centre 
and State Governments seriously taking 
all the best possible steps in regard to 
the crises of the Joshimath matter. 

SC DECLINES PLEA 
AGAINST VICTORIA 
GOWRI’S APPOINTMENT 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday declined to entertain a plea 
against the appointment of Lekshmana 
Chandra Victoria Gowri as an additional 
judge of the Madras High Court.
A bench of Justices Sanjeev Khanna 
and BR Gavai declined to stay the oath 
ceremony of advocate Victoria Gowri as a 
Madras High Court judge. Victoria Gowri 
took oath as an additional judge of the 
Madras High Court, while the hearing 
was going on in the apex court.
The court said that it cannot presume 
that the Collegium was not aware of 
Gowri's political background or her 
controversial statements and that the 
top court would not at this juncture 
interfere with the Collegium's decision. 
"We are not entertaining the writ petition. 
Reasons will follow," the apex court said 
while concluding the hearing. Senior 
advocate Raju Ramachandran, appear-
ing for the petitioners, said Victoria Gowri 
has been rendered unfit to take oath due 
to her public utterances. J

HC SEEKS CENTRE’S 
STAND ON PRISONER’S 
SOLITARY CONFINEMENT 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court 
on Tuesday issued notice to the 
Central Government on a plea 
seeking direction to declare sections 
related to the separate and solitary 
confinement of prison inmates as 
ultra vires being in violation of their 
rights under several articles of the 
Constitution of India. The plea has 
sought the declaration of sections 
relating to separate confinement 
of prison inmates as ultra vires in 
violation of rights under articles 14, 
19(1)(a), 20(2), and 21 of the Indian 
Constitution. The plea stated that 
"solitary confinement' is neither 
defined in Impugned Sections nor 
its conditions specified that make 
confinement 'solitary', but its features 
are designed to gratuitously increase 
prisoner physical and mental ordeals 
and conditions are dehumanizing, 
degrading and destroy reformation 
and rehabilitation inflicting undue 
additional punishment.

SC DECLINES RELIEF TO 
RAPIDO BIKE, TAXI, AUTO 
AGGREGATOR 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
on Tuesday declined relief to 
the Rapido bike, taxi and auto 
aggregator, which challenged the 
Bombay High Court order directing 
the company to stop operation in 
Maharashtra immediately as it 
does not have a license to operate 
bike, taxi or rickshaw services. A 
bench of Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
DY Chandrachud and Justices PS 
Narasimha and JB Pardiwala said 
that amendments made to the Motor 
Vehicles Act in 2019 made it clear 
that aggregators cannot operate 
without a valid licence. The apex 
court granted the company liberty 
to move to the Bombay High Court 
to challenge January 19 notification 
issued by the State of Maharashtra. 
It also asked the High Court to 
consider such challenge un-
influenced. In December 2022, the 
Pune RTO had rejected Rapido's plea 
for licence. 

ADANI ROW 

Opposition parties 
again forced ad-
journments in Lok 

Sabha and Rajya Sabha on 
Monday on their demand 
for a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee probe into the 
Hindenburg-Adani row 
with the government insist-
ing that debate on the motion 
of thanks on President's Ad-
dress should be taken up.

Both Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha were adjourned till 2 
pm and then for the day. This 
is the third day of the logjam 
in Parliament over the oppo-
sition's demand for JPC.

The Opposition parties are 
demanding discussion over 
investment by LIC, public 
sector banks, and financial 
institutions "in companies 
losing market value, en-
dangering the savings of 
crores of Indians" following 
a report by a US-based short 
seller Hindenburg Research 
which made allegations 
against some companies of 
Adani group.

After the House met for the 

day, Rajya Sabha Chairman 
Jagdeep Dhankar said that 
people want the House to 
conduct effective delibera-
tions.

"We are not honouring 
their aspirations. We are not 
acting in accordance with 
what we are expected to do. 
I appeal to you, in the name 
of democracy and Constitu-
tion, to transact Business of 
the day. To generate optical 
impressions, we cannot al-
low rules to be derailed,"

He also referred to time lost 
due to disruptions.

"Each of the days could 
have been utilized to raise 

the issues which are close 
to your hearts, which you 
think are in public interest. 
The fact that we choose a fo-
rum meant for deliberations 
for extraneous purposes is 
not appropriate. I urge the 
House to be in order and take 
up the Listed Business. It is 
time for us, and I appeal to 
you, to think what the com-
mon man is thinking."

Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh urged the Chair to 
allow the Leader of the Op-
position to raise the issue.

"The House is not in order. 
This is an outrage of rules, 
this is an outrage of expecta-

tions. The House is not being 
allowed to run. This is most 
unfortunate," the Chairman 
said.

When the House met at 2 
pm, opposition members 
sought to raise the Hienden-
burg-Adani issue again.

"The House knows, the 
illustrious members of the 
House know that the listed 
Business affords them all 
opportunity of expression. It 
defies logical reason why we 
are not availing it," he said.

As opposition protests 
continued, the House was 
adjourned for the day.

In the Lok Sabha, Speaker 

Om Birla urged opposition 
members to take their seats 
during the question hour. He 
said a question pertaining to 
welfare of laborers is being 
asked.

The Speaker said that the 
House is for debate and dis-
cussion. He said opposition 
members can come to his 
chamber to raise their issues. 
As the opposition members 
continued their protest, 
the Speaker adjourned the 
House till 2 pm.

When the House met at 2 
pm, Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Pralhad Joshi urged 
the House to take up discus-

sion on the motion of thanks 
to the President's Address.

He said that it is the first 
item on agenda after the 
President's Address. "This 
is the tradition," he said and 
urged opposition members 
to take their seats.

As the opposition mem-
bers continued their protest, 
the House was adjourned for 
the day.

Several opposition mem-
bers had given adjournment 
motion notices. In the Rajya 
Sabha, members gave no-
tices for discussion under 
Rule 267.

Lenders to Adani group 

said last week that their ex-
posure to the conglamorate 
is within permitted limits. 
Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) also 
issued a statement and said 
that it is committed to ensur-
ing market integrity.

SEBI said that the Indian 
financial market as repre-
sented by Sensex and Nifty 
has demonstrated ongoing 
stability and is continuing 
to function in a transparent, 
fair and efficient manner.

Adani group stocks had 
witnessed a crash follow-
ing Hindenburg Research 
report.

HOUSE ADJOURNMENTS, JPC PROBE DEMANDED AGAIN
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI 

Proceedings in the House

BJP RUNNING AWAY: CONG CHIEF  
New Delhi: Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge on 
Tuesday the centre demanding a Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) or Chief Justice of India (CJI) monitored probe 
into the Adani issue. He said that it needs to be found out 
whether the fundamentals of the Gautam Adani Group are 
strong or weak. Talking to ANI, Kharge said, "We are saying 
that we will take part in the discussion. But you accept our 
demand for a proper inquiry and constitution of a JPC or 
CJI-monitored probe on the Adani issue. Why are you ner-
vous? What is wrong here, why can't you do it? They're run-
ning away from discussion, not us." "They adjourn House 
even before we raise an issue. No mention of our Notices, 
they just say that the House is not in order. Did you try to 
make it function? They lie that we create a ruckus. 

 HOUSE MUST WORK: GOVT 
New Delhi: The pilot Parliamentary Meeting of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) after the presentation of 
the budget session, took place on Tuesday.Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi said that he has personally 
talked to the opposition leaders and all of them have as-
sured him individually to let the house function. "We also 
want a discussion, before President's address, a discus-
sion should take place," Pralhad Joshi said. "They (op-
position) are blaming that government is not answering 
but how will the government answer if the house is not 
working," he added.Regarding the budget, the PM said 
that it is for the first time in history that no one is able to 
call it a political budget even if it is presented just before 
the elections. The poor are at the centre of this budget.

NATIONAL LEVEL 
COMMITTEE 
TO HELP IN 
'SAHAKAR SE 
SAMRIDDHI'
New Delhi: Giving a reply 
to a written question 
on 'National Policy on 
Cooperation' in the Lok 
Sabha today, Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday said 
that a National level 
committee was consti-
tuted on September 2 
under the chairmanship 
of Suresh Prabhakar 
Prabhu to formulate the 
New National Coopera-
tion Policy. The commit-
tee comprised of experts 
of the cooperative sector, 
representatives from 
National/ State/ District/ 
Primary level cooperative 
societies. 

PM KISAN  
BENEFICIARIES 
INCREASED  
BY 230% 
New Delhi: The number 
of beneficiaries under 
Prime Minister Kisan 
Samman Nidhi (PM-
Kisan) has increased 
from 3.16 crore in early 
2019 to 10.45 crore in 
mid-2022, Union 
Minister of Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare 
Narendra Singh Tomar 
informed Parliament on 
Tuesday. This is about a 
230 per cent rise in the 
number of beneficiaries. 
PM Kisan scheme is a 
central sector scheme to 
supplement the financial 
needs of land-holding 
farmers. 

INDIA RECEIVED 
HIGHEST EVER 
REMITTANCES IN 
2021-22: MOS 
New Delhi: India received 
foreign inward remittanc-
es of USD 89,127 million 
in 2021-22, which was 
the highest ever received 
in a single year, Union 
minister of state for 
finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary informed Parlia-
ment on Tuesday. Pankaj 
Chaudhary stated this in 
a written reply to a ques-
tion in Rajya Sabha. In 
2017-18, the remittances 
were at USD 69,129 
million, and have been 
rising since, the minister 
said, quoting RBI data. 
The Minister, however, 
stated that country-wise 
data on remittance are 
not compiled. However, 
the minister shared the 
data of major countries 
in inward remittances to 
India.

RS 15,626 CR 
APPROVED 
UNDER AGRI 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUND
New Delhi: Loans 
amounting to Rs 
15,626 crore have 
been sanctioned 
under Agriculture 
Infrastructure Fund 
to create 21,380 
infrastructure units 
at an aggregate 
investment of more than 
Rs 32,000 crore all over 
the country till January 
this year. The Central 
Government is providing 
grants-in-aid to states 
to promote Agriculture 
Infrastructure Fund. 

PARLIAMENT

IN BRIEF

Release of the body of a de-
ceased patient cannot be denied 
for any reason by the hospitals, 
and the state as well as Union 
Territory (UT) governments 
should take appropriate steps to 
protect the family of a deceased 
from instances of exploitation 
by the hospitals under the pro-
visions of The Patients' Rights 
Charter, said Bharati Pravin 
Pawar, Minister of State for 
Health and Family Welfare 
(MoHFW) in Rajya Sabha on 
Tuesday.

MoS said this while replying 
to the query of Rajya Sabha MP 
Kartikeya Sharma.

The minister gave the writ-
ten reply to a question by Ra-
jya Sabha member Kartikeya 
Sharma. In the light of several 
incidents that private hospitals 
not permitting patients’ family 
to take away body if payment 
is not made, the member asked 
that if the government is aware 
of such situation and if yes, 
what is being done to reduce it.

Pawar informed the House 
through a written reply to a 
question asked on "whether the 
government is aware of the fact 
that despite the fact that as per 
the Charter of Patients' Rights, 
patients have a right that even 

if the hospital bill is not paid 
by the family of a deceased, 
the dead bodies cannot be held 
hostage by the hospital, such 
incidents are happening despite 
this right being in place". 

The Patients' Rights Charter, 
as approved by National Coun-
cil for Clinical Establishments, a 
statutory body, under the Clini-
cal Establishments (Registra-
tion and Regulation) Act, 2010.

"As per the Guidelines (para 
x), of the said Charter, "Release 
of the body of a patient cannot 
be denied for any reason by the 
hospitals."  She further said that 
the aforesaid Charter has been 
shared with all the states and 
the UTs for adoption and im-
plementation so that the griev-
ances and concerns of patients 
are addressed while ensuring 
a smooth and cordial environ-
ment in clinical establishments. 
The Minister also said that the 
state and UT governments take 
appropriate steps to protect 
the family of a deceased from 
instances of exploitation by the 
hospitals. 

"The adoption, implementa-
tion and monitoring of the pro-
visions of the Patients' Rights 
Charter is within the remit of 
the respective state and UT gov-
ernment," Pawar said, adding 
"the information in this regard 
is not maintained centrally." 

Release of dead body of patient cannot be denied for any 
reason by hospitals: Health Ministry in Rajya Sabha

New Delhi: Union Housing and 
Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri has told the Rajya Sabha 
that the Delhi government has not 
agreed to provide financial sup-
port for the Delhi-SNB and Delhi-
Panipat Regional Rapid Transit 
System corridors. 

The minister was replying to a 
question raised by the Rajya Sabha 
MP Kartikeya Sharma on Monday. 
In a written reply to the question, 
Puri said that in absence of the 
nod, both corridors have not been 
approved by the Central govern-
ment and “the question of delay in 
completion of the corridors does 
not arise.” 

Kartikeya Sharma filed the ques-
tion on the current status of the 
Alwar-Delhi-Panipat Rapid Rail 
Project and whether there is a de-
lay in the completion of the project.

“The Detailed Project Report 
(DPR) with approval and financial 
commitment of Government of 
Haryana for Delhi-Panipat Region-
al Rapid Transit System (RRTS) 
corridor and approval with finan-
cial commitment of Government of 
Haryana and Government of Rajas-
than for Delhi-SNB (Shahjahanpur-
Neemrana-Behror) RRTS corridor 

which is part of Delhi-Alwar RRTS 
corridor, have been received,” Puri 
said in the written reply.

However, the Government of Na-
tional Capital Territory of Delhi 
(GNCTD), has not agreed to provide 
financial support for Delhi-SNB 
and Delhi-Panipat RRTS corridors, 
the minister added.

Puri said that the National Capital 
Region Planning Board (NCRPB) 
has identified two other RRTS 
corridors — Delhi-Faridabad-Bal-
labgarh-Palwal and Delhi-Baha-
durgarh-Rohtak. “I have been in-
formed by the Ministry of Railways 
that surveys have been sanctioned 
for the Delhi-Agra elevated high 
speed RRTS and Delhi-Rewari-
Jaipur (speed up to 220 kmph) 
RRTS.”

According to the NCRTC, which 
has been implementing the RRTS 
projects, the Delhi-Panipat RRTS 

corridor aims to connect Delhi to 
towns such as Murthal, Gannaur, 
Samalkha, and Panipat in Hary-
ana.

The total length of the corridor 
is to be 103 kilometres with 17 sta-
tions, including Murthal depot sta-
tion. The corridor will begin from 
Sarai Kale Khan and end at Panipat 
Depot. About the Delhi-Gurugram-
SNB-Alwar RRTS Corridor, an of-
ficial in the NCRTC said that the 
Corridor will pass through the in-
dustrialised areas of Haryana and 
Rajasthan. It is expected to increase 
the productivity of a large number 
of commuters travelling to and from 
Delhi and Gurugram to regions in 
Manesar, Bawal, and Neemrana.

The construction of the corridor is 
scheduled to be done majorly along 
the edge of the national highway, 
which will be carried out in three 
phases.

No delay, Delhi govt has not provided fund for 
Delhi-Panipat RRTS corridors: Hardeep Puri

IN PARLIAMENT

KARTIKEYA SHARMA

VVIP CHOPPER SCAM 

SC REJECTS 
CHRISTIAN 
MICHEL'S BAIL PLEA

Supreme Court on Tuesday 
rejected the bail plea of Brit-
ish citizen Christian Michel, 
accused in the AgustaWest-
land VVIP chopper scam.

Michel had approached 
the apex court seeking bail 
in the cases registered by 
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) and Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) in 
connection with the Agusta 
Westland VVIP chopper 
scam being probed by the 
agencies. Counsel appear-
ing for Michel, a United 
Kingdom national who 
was extradited from Dubai 
in 2018, had earlier told 
the bench that Michel has 
spent around four years 
in jail after his extradition 
in connection with an FIR 
registered in 2013 for the 
incident which took place 
in 2004 till 2008.

Counsel had said that Mi-
chel had almost finished the 
maximum sentence of five 
years for the offences that 
he had been alleged with.

The court was told that 
many accused persons who 
were similarly placed had 
been granted bail by the 
trial court except Michel.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI
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In three years

VIdeo goes VIral

The Haryana government 
along with the state Tourism 
Department is on its toes in a 
bid to promote the tourism 
sector in the state. Efforts are 
being made to woo domestic 
as well as the foreign tour-
ists. Apart from this, Morni 
and Dharmanagri Kuruk-
shetra will be developed as 
international tourist hub, 
for which various steps are 
being taken into consider-
ation. Amid this, it has come 
to the fore that in the last 
three years, Haryana has 
witnessed a multi-fold de-
cline in domestic and foreign 
tourism, which resulted in a 
huge loss of revenue to the 
state. However, the Covid-19 

pandemic emerged as a main 
factor for a dip in the tour-
ists’ numbers. 

The official statistics of the 
last 3 years depicted that 
there has been a  significant 
decrease of about 47 percent 
in the domestic tourists. In 
such a situation, the state 
government is required to 
come up with additional 
efforts to promote the tour-
ism. Although, despite the 
continuous efforts made by 
the state government, the 
results failed to meet expec-
tations.  In the financial year 
2019-20, number of domes-
tic tourists in the state was 
3905930 which reduced to  
2081938 in financial 2021-
22.  Likewise their number of 
foreign has decreased more 
than that of the domestic cat-

egory. The their number has 
decreased by more than 90 
percent. In the year 2019-20, 
the figure of foreign tourists 
visiting tge tourist spots of 
Haryana was 41361 which 
was reduced to  just 3925 in 
2021-22 which is a matter of 
concern. According to the in-
formation received from the 
Tourism Department, there 
are a total of 44 tourist places 
and government complexes 
in the state.   Kurukshetra, 
a religious place and Morni 
Hill, the only hill station the 
state, Pinjore and Tikkar 
Tal are prime tourist spots 
and remaining the centre of 
attraction for the tourists. 
Kurukshtera and Uchana 
oasis complex constitute 
more than half of of the total 
tourists. 

On February 7, Harchowal, 
district Gurdaspur Punjab 
from where a video sur-
faced on social media show-
ing a group of men attacking 
a school bus in the village. 
As per reports, a pet dog 
had died after coming under 
the bus. The angry owner 
of the dog came in front of 
the bus with others, carry-
ing swords, and attacked 
it despite the bus carrying 
school children. Witnessing 

the men attacking the bus, 
the students started scream-
ing and crying. The driver of 
the school bus made a video 
of the attack.

As per reports, the driver 
was slowly driving the 
school bus on a narrow road 
in the village. Two dogs sud-
denly came in front of the 
bus fighting each other. The 
driver applied the brakes 
but before the bus could 
stop, one of the dogs came 
under the bus. Within a few 
minutes, some youths came 
with swords and attacked 

the school bus. Witnessing 
the horrific scene, the chil-
dren started screaming.

The villagers rushed to 
the spot after hearing the 
screams. They tried to calm 
the situation down but the 
high-voltage drama con-
tinued. The driver of the 
bus said in a statement that 
when the group of men at-
tacked the bus, he tried to 
stop them. However, the 
attackers kept saying that 
their dog worth Rs 50,000 
was killed. He said that the 
attackers allegedly said they 

do not care if any of the chil-
dren got hurt. The police are 
reportedly aware of the issue 
and an investigation into the 
matter is underway.

The Chairman of Punjab 
State Child Rights Protec-
tion Commission Kanward-
eep Singh chaired a meeting 
and said that the viral news 
on social media sites that a 
school bus crushes a dog in 
Gurdaspur, the dog owners 
surrounded the bus and cre-
ated a ruckus due to which 
the school children started 
crying in fear. 

huge dIp In tourIsts In haryana 

Sword-wielding men attack school bus 
full of children in Gurdaspur

on 14 February 

lack oF progress

hImachal cm says 

InVest punJab summIt

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar on Tuesday said that Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah will be visiting Karnal on 
February 14 to present Haryana Police with 
its new colours.

Shah will also participate in a programme 
of the state cooperative department, he add-
ed. Khattar also lashed out at the opposition 
over the non-functioning of the Parliament 
while speaking to reporters after a pre-bud-
get meeting with cabinet ministers and top 
officials of the state government.

Union Home Minister Shah will be com-
ing to Karnal on February 14 to present 

Haryana Police with its new colours, he 
said.

In the meeting, Khattar reviewed the an-
nouncements made last year and heard 
feedbacks and suggestions on the ongoing 
schemes of the government. 

The meeting was attended by several cabi-
net ministers of the state including Home 
Minister Anil Vij, Education Minister Kan-
war Pal Gujjar and Transport Minister 
Mool Chand Sharma among others.

Last year, chief minister Khattar, who also 
holds the Finance portfolio, proposed a 
Budget worth Rs 177,256 crore for the finan-
cial year 2022-23. Khattar gave an estima-
tion of Rs 73,000 crore to be collected in tax 
revenue in the financial year 2022-23.

Delhi Lt Governor VK Saxena on Tuesday 
wrote to Haryana Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal Khattar urging him to “urgently” convene 
a meeting between Delhi and Haryana to find 
a sustainable solution to pollution in the Ya-
muna. This comes against the backdrop of 
NGT’s order dated January 9, 2023, constitut-
ing a High-Level Committee to take correc-
tive measures to tackle the issue of Yamuna 
pollution. In his letter, the L-G referred to his 
earlier discussions over the phone with the 
Haryana CM over the issue of treatment of 

Palam Vihar Drain (L1), Dharampur Drain 
(L2) and Badshahpur Drain (L3) that carry 
silt, untreated sewage and industrial waste 
into the Najafgarh Drain from Haryana.

Calling for collective action on the part of the 
two states - Delhi and Haryana - the L-G, in 
the letter, has noted that the toxic discharge 
from Najafgarh Drain into Yamuna not only 
has severe health ramifications for the people 
of Delhi NCR but the same also downstream 
in Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.

The L-G has reminded the Haryana CM 
that despite assurances from the Irrigation 
Department of the Haryana government to 
set up sewage treatment plants.

Himachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister Sukhwinder Singh 
Sukhu on Monday said that 
he has appointed the Indus-
tries minister Harshward-
han Chauhan to resolve the 
crisis of truck operators who 
are on strike demanding 
higher freight charges.

Sukhu, while talking to 
reporters said that his gov-
ernment would not let the 
interests of the truck opera-
tors of the state be harmed. 

“We will not let the inter-
ests of truck operators from 
the state be harmed. I’ve 
appointed the Industries 
minister Harshwardhan 
Chauhan to find a solution,” 
Himachal CM said on Mon-
day here.

He further said that he 
had held a meeting with 
the transporters and Adani 
group considering the in-
terests of Himachal as para-
mount.

Nearly 6,000 truck op-
erators are on a strike over 
demands of higher freight 

charges.
The two crisis-hit plants 

are the ACC plant at Bar-
mana in the Bilaspur dis-
trict and the Ambuja plant 
at Darlaghat in the Solan 
district.

The Adani Group took 
over Ambuja and its subsid-
iary ACC in September in a 
multi-billion-dollar acquisi-
tion.

Around 3,800 truckers 
are on strike at the Barmana 
plant and around 2,100 are 
striking at the Darlaghat 
plant.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann on Tuesday said 
that current political stability 
and quick decision making 
mechanism along with out 
of box ideas will soon make 
Punjab a front running in-
dustrial state in the country.  

The Chief Minister, while 
interacting with the indus-

trialists here on Tuesday 
during the run up for pro-
gressive Punjab Investment 
Summit scheduled to be held 
on February 23-24 at Mohali, 
said that Punjabis are born to 
be number one as they have 
traits of hard work and dedi-
cation in their blood. He said 
that due to this spirit the Pun-
jabis have always excelled in 
every sphere adding that the 
entrepreneurs from the state 

have carved a niche for them-
selves across the globe. Bhag-
want Mann said that the day 
is not far when Punjab will be 
on the high growth trajectory 
of Industrial growth.    

Announcing a major boost 
to the Tourism industry 
across the state by harnessing 
the immense potential of this 
sector, the Chief Minister said 
that the state is blessed with 
several natural resources 

which can be developed into 
international tourist points. 
He said that the state govern-
ment is coming up with a con-
crete proposal for developing 
Ranjit Sagar Dam, Chohal 
Dam, Nurpur Bedi and oth-
ers into state of the art tour-
ist destinations. Bhagwant 
Mann said that these tourist 
spots have huge potential to 
put the state on the roadmap 
of international tourism.

The Chief Minister said that 
the holy city will be further 
developed into a hub of reli-
gious and patriotic tourism. 
He said that no stone will be 
left for this noble cause and 
every effort will be made for 
the promotion of the tour-
ism sector. Bhagwant Mann 
envisioned that the day is 
not far when the state will 
attract tourists from across 
the globe.

shah to present haryana 
polIce wIth Its new colours

Delhi LG writes to Haryana CM 
to tackle Yamuna pollution

‘we’ll not let Interests oF 
truck operators be harmed’

punJab wIll soon be Front-runnIng IndustrIal state: cm bhagwant mann
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takIng suggestIons

wIth top oFFIcIals

Ahead of the Hary-
ana budget pre-
s e nt at i o n  l at e r 

this month, Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar held 
a pre-budget consultation 
meeting with his cabinet 
ministers and top officials 
on Tuesday.

As a part of the pre-budget 
consultations, the Chief 
Minister reviewed the an-
nouncements made last 
year besides discussing the 
upcoming state budget. 
This year, Haryana’s annual 
Budget session will com-
mence on February 20 and 
will be held in two parts, 
with a recess in between.

The first part of the session 
will be held from February 
20 to 23 and the later part 
during March 16-21.

Haryana agriculture min-
ister JP Dalal said his priori-
ty would be to allocate high-
er budgetary provisions for 
farmers.

Transport minister Mool 
Chand Sharma said he in-
tends to strengthen the 
transportation system 
through various means, 
including procuring new 
buses.

Last year, chief minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar, who 
also holds the Finance port-
folio, proposed a Budget 
worth Rs 177,256 crore for 
the financial year 2022-23.

Khattar gave an estimation 
of Rs 73,000 crore to be col-
lected in tax revenue in the 
financial year 2022-23.

For Budget Estimates (BE) 
2022-23, total revenue re-
ceipts are projected to be 
Rs 106,424.70 crore com-
prising tax revenues of Rs 
73,727.50 crore and non-
tax revenue of Rs 12,205.36 
crore.

The share of Central tax-
es is expected to be at Rs 
8,925.98 crore and grant-
in-aid at Rs 11,565.86 crore. 
Capital receipts are project-
ed to be at Rs 5,393.89 crore, 
Khattar had said.

The state’s fiscal deficit 
was expected to be at 2.98 
per cent of Gross State Do-
mestic Product (GSDP) in 
2022-23.

“For the financial year 
2022-23, the fiscal deficit is 
expected to be within the 
prescribed limit of 3.5 per 
cent by the 15th Finance 
Commission, at 2.98 per 
cent of GSDP, as per the BE 
(Budget Estimate) of 2022-
23”, Khattar had said

The Chief Minister said 
that work will be done expe-
ditiously on projects related 
to the optimum distribution 
and usage of available water. 
In addition, micro-irriga-
tion will be promoted. Ac-
cording to the vision of the 
Central Government, the 
ongoing housing projects 
will be completed at a rapid 

pace with the aim of provid-
ing a roof over the heads of 
every needy.Later interact-
ing with the media, after the 
meeting, Sh. Manohar Lal 
said that the state budget for 
the year 2023-24 will be for 
the welfare of all sections. 
Emphasis will be laid on im-
plementing more schemes 
for the welfare of the under-
privileged in the budget. He 
said that Haryana should 
get maximum benefits from 
the important projects an-
nounced in the recently pre-
sented Union Budget. He 
said that the funding for two 
projects of RRTS has been 
announced in the Union 
Budget, of which a benefit 
of Rs 3600 crore will be in 
Haryana’s kitty. Similarly, 
setting up of a Nursing Col-
lege with every Medical Col-
lege was also discussed in 
the meeting. 

The Chief Minister said 
that pre-budget meetings 
would also be held with 
other stakeholders in the 
coming days, after which a 
balanced budget would be 
presented after incorporat-
ing all the suggestions. The 
budget session of the Hary-
ana Vidhan Sabha will be-
gin on February 20. 

run up to state budget,  
haryana cm holds meet 

Khattar reviews Haryana’s law and order
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top of the day

FIrIng outsIde 
ludhIana court 
premIses
ludhiana: multiple 
rounds of bullet shots 
were fired outside the 
ludhiana Court in the Ko-
char market on tuesday, 
creating havoc among 
the public in the area. the 
police reached the spot 
and started investigat-
ing the matter. But, the 
accused who fired the 
shots was able to flee and 
the police are searching 
for him. aCP Sumit Sood 
told the reporters that the 
shots were fired outside 
the court premises, and 
the police have started 
an investigation into the 
case. One of the eyewit-
nesses, Sukhdeep alleged 
that one person has been 
injured in the firing. he 
also said that he was 
passing by the place when 
the bullet was fired.

sukhu VIsIts 
radhakrIshna 
temple In una
Shimla: himachal 
Pradesh Chief minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
paid obeisance at Kotla 
Kalan’s radha Krishna 
temple in district una 
and sought the bless-
ings of Baba Bal ji. he 
also attended a religious 
ceremony on the occa-
sion. Speaking on the 
occasion, the Cm said the 
teachings of the Shrimad 
Bhagvad gita show the 
path towards enlight-
enment. the ultimate 
purpose of human life is 
to realize one’s true self, 
as mentioned in Bhagvad 
gita which is a guiding 
force and a pathway for 
attaining salvation, as the 
soul is immortal, he said, 
adding “we should do our 
duties without expect-
ing rewards.” deputy 
Chief minister mukesh 
agnihotri said that we all 
are fortunate enough to 
get the blessings of Baba 
Bal ji on the occasion. he 
also welcomed the Chief 
minister on his arrival at 
una. according to a press 
release of information 
and Public relations, Cm 
also performed Bhumi 
Pujan of the road to be 
constructed from lalsingi 
(Baba Beli ram) to Jhal-
era with an outlay of rs 
3.35 crore.

punJab sports 
mInIster 
honours IndIan 
hockey players
Chandigarh: Punjab 
Sports minister gurmeet 
Singh meet hayer, while 
honouring the players of 
the indian hockey team at 
his official residence, said 
that Chief minister Bhag-
want mann will soon hand 
over letters of appoint-
ment of class one jobs to 
the Olympic medal win-
ning hockey players. meet 
hayer said that the State 
government will leave no 
stone unturned to make 
Punjab a leader in sports 
and Punjab, known as 
the nursery of hockey, 
will continue to lead the 
country in this sport. he 
also sought suggestions 
from the players to further 
promote the hockey in the 
state. the Sports minister 
also took part in delibera-
tions regarding strength-
ening the infrastructure 
of the hockey and starting 
a hockey league in the 
state. nmeet hayer said 
that it is a matter of pride 
for Punjab that there are 
10 players from the state 
including the Captain of 
the team. 

RavindeR Malik
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Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar along 
with Home Minister Anil Vij 
held a meeting with senior 
police officers in Panchkula 
on Tuesday where he re-
viewed the law and order, 
crime situation in the state.

Director General of Po-
lice (DGP), Haryana P.K. 
Agrawal and senior officers 
of Haryana Police were also 
present. While instructing 
the top brass of police to take 
even stricter actions against 
organised crime, the Chief 
Minister said that creating a 
safe environment for people 
in Haryana is the key prior-
ity for the state government. 

He said crime and criminal 
incidents should be curbed 
at all costs so that a friendly 
environment is maintained. 
The state should achieve the 
distinction of peaceful and 
no-crime state by dealing 
firmly with the offenders. 
Taking a thorough review 
of the crime scenario, he 

also instructed the police of-
ficers to connect the villagers 
for getting intelligence about 
criminal elements who have 
been found involved in crim-
inal activities and target kill-
ings. This will increase the 
credibility of the police and 
will help in controlling such 
incidents with the coopera-

tion of the general public. 
The Chief Minister also di-
rected that Haryana State 
Narcotics Control Bureau 
and Special Task Force 
should work in tandem 
with district police units to 
completely eliminate drug 
trafficking, crime and crimi-
nal elements across the state. 
The district SPs and CPs 
should be more proactive 
and miscreants and crimi-
nal elements whosoever 
should be dealt with an iron 
hand, he added. Expressing 
his concern over the grow-
ing incidents of cyber crime, 
he said that cybercrime has 
become a threat not only to 
individuals but also to the 
government sector, thus en-
dangering national security. 
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Bring out futuristic ideas: FM 
Sitharaman tells industry

OUT OF THE BOX rUlE OF law

CraCkdOwn On lOan apps: Ed sEizEs 
rs 859.15 CrOrE: GOvT in parliamEnT 

Th e  E n f o r c e m e nt 
Directorate has at-
tached proceeds 

of crime worth Rs 859.15 
crore under the PML Act 
2002 so far in connection 
with money laundering 
through illegal loan apps, 
Union Minister of State for 
Finance Bhagwat Kisanrao 
Karad said in Rajya Sabha 
on Tuesday.

Giving information on ad-
dressing the issue of money 
laundering through illegal 
loan apps, the Minister stat-
ed that the Directorate of 
Enforcement (ED) has been 
entrusted with curbing 

money laundering under 
the provisions of the PML 
Act, 2002. “ED has initi-
ated an investigation un-
der PMLA in several cases 
where the proceeds of crime 
have been generated and ac-
quired by accused persons/
entities through illegal loan 
apps,” he said.

In these cases, the Minister 
stated that as on date, pro-
ceeds of crime of Rs 2,116 
crore (approx) have been 
identified, out of which pro-
ceeds of crime amounting to 
Rs 859.15 crore have been at-
tached/seized/frozen under 
the provisions of PMLA.

Further, assets amount-
ing to Rs. 289.28 crores 
have been seized under 

section 37A of the Foreign 
Exchange Management Act, 
1999, the Minister informed.

In a written reply to a 
question in the upper House, 
the Minister further said 
that the Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) has furnished the 
list of Digital Lending Apps 
(DLAs) being used by Regu-
lated Entities (REs) of RBI to 
the Ministry of Electronics 
& Information Technology 
(MeitY), which in turn, has 
shared the list with a re-
spective intermediary (App 
Stores) and requested them 
to ensure that only the apps 
figuring in the list are host-
ed on their app stores.

Giving more information, 
the Minister stated that the 

RBI has issued master circu-
lar on Know Your Customer 
(KYC) norms / Anti-Money 
Laundering (AML) stan-
dards/Combating Financ-
ing of Terrorism (CFT)/
Obligation of banks and 
financial institutions under 
the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), 
2002.
“Under this circular, banks 
and financial institutions 
have been advised to follow 
certain customer identifica-
tion procedure for opening 
of accounts and monitoring 
of transactions of suspicious 
nature to avoid its misuse 
for money laundering and 
reporting the same to the ap-
propriate authority,” he said.
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Union finance minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Tuesday noted that the in-
teraction between the gov-
ernment and industries 
should be more centred 
around futuristic ideas.

“The industry will have 
to come up with ideas, talk 
with government...The need 
of the hour is to give money 
where there is an idea wait-
ing to bloom and that idea is 
going to have an impact on 
several of us. And the search 
for ideas should be from you 
(industry),” Sitharaman 
said. 

Sitharaman today inter-

acted with members of the 
national council of industry 
body Confederation of Indi-
an Industry (CII) as part of a 
post-budget interaction here 
in the national capital. 

The industry, she said, 
should identify the technol-
ogy and must try as much 

as possible those are born in 
India.

“I would think that indus-
try today and interactions 
with the government will 
have to be futuristic. Enough 
of us talking about ‘there is 
a problem’. Yes, we will also 
solve it, and I am not run-

ning away from it,” she said.
She also asked industry 

leaders to partner with start-
ups to derive benefits in the 
value chain.

Coming back to the Budget 
that Sitharaman presented 
on 1 February, much of the 
focus, like in the past couple 
of years, was on capital in-
vestment.

The government proposed 
to increase capital expendi-
ture spending by 33 per cent 
to Rs 10 lakh crore, focusing 
on augmenting core infra-
structure assets, including 
roads, railways, airports 
and logistics. This capital 
investment proposal will be 
almost three times the outlay 
in 2019-20. 

COnTinUEd FrOm paGE 1

Humane india reaches out to Turkey 
10:00 hrs with National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 

team. A 101-member NDRF rescuers, including five wom-
en personnel and a four-member canine squad, will help 
earthquake-hit Turkey from Tuesday, with a 51-member 
team landing earlier today at Adana Airport of quake-bat-
tered country and the second team of another 50-members 
on way, said NDRF Director General Atul Karwal.

“Two teams of NDRF comprising 100 personnel with 
specially trained dog squads and necessary equipment are 
ready to be flown to the earthquake-hit area for search and 
rescue operations,” a statement said.

“Medical teams are also being readied with trained doc-
tors and paramedics with essential medicines. Relief mate-
rial will be dispatched in coordination with the Government 
of Turkiye and Indian Embassy in Ankara and Consulate 
General office in Istanbul,” it added. Meanwhile, during the 
day the government of India called an urgent meeting with 
Indian carriers that operate flights to Turkey, in the after-
math of earthquakes in the western Asian country. During 
the meeting, India’s low-cost airline IndiGo offered free 
cargo movement to Istanbul on its scheduled flights.

The Indian aviation regulator has held a meeting with 
Indian carriers over operating flights to Turkey for cargo 
movements in commercial scheduled flights. IndiGo has 
offered free cargo movement on its scheduled commercial 
flights using Boeing 777 aircraft to Istanbul.” an aviation 
industry source told news agency.

death toll rises to 5000, millions 
displaced in Turkey and syria 

already displaced and relying on humanitarian support 
as a result of war. Everyone is overstretched in that part of 
the world ... there is an enormous amount do. People have 
fled their homes often standing around in bitterly cold con-
ditions really without access to safe water. So water is key. 
Blankets, food, psychological support,” according to James 
Elder, spokesman for UNICEF. Hospitals in the country 
are overwhelmed as victims seek help, with some facilities 
damaged by the quake. And there is particular concern 
about the spread of illness, especially among children, who 
were already living in extreme hardship, reported CNN. 
“This winter had been particularly tough due to the freezing 
conditions and a cholera outbreak, Elder said. 

The United Nations said the 7.8 magnitude earthquake 
that struck southern Turkey early Monday was the coun-
ty’s most powerful quake in more than 80 years. “This is 
Turkiye’s most powerful earthquake recorded since 1939,” 
a situational report released Monday by the UN Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) said.

At least 100 aftershocks measuring 4.0 or greater have oc-
curred since the 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck southern 
Turkey on Monday morning local time, according to the 
United States Geological Survey.

On Monday, an earthquake of magnitude 7.8 centered in 
the Pazarcik district jolted Kahramanmaras and hit several 
provinces, including Gaziantep, Sanliurfa, Diyarbakir, Ad-
ana, Adiyaman, Malatya, Osmaniye, Hatay, and Kilis, as per 
the Anadolu Agency report. Later in the day, an earthquake 
of 7.6 magnitude centred in Kahramanmaras’s Elbistan dis-
trict jolted the region. The earthquake was also felt in sev-
eral neighbouring countries, including Lebanon and Syria. 

The third earthquake of magnitude 6.0 on the Richter 
scale hit Goksun, Turkey on Monday, the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) said.

no complacency, take Budget to 
masses: pm modi to party mps

Prime Minister also asked BJP MPs to continue partici-
pating in various activities, including contests and sports 
to reach out to the youth and also to reach out to people in 
border district areas.

“Even if the BJP has been able to get a majority in 2014 
and 2019 and public at large is happy with the efforts of the 
party. But, there is no scope for any complacency, and one 
must keep ear to the ground,” PM advised to party MPs.

Un chief fears world is heading 
towards a ‘wider war’

Ukraine is inflicting untold suffering on the Ukrainian 
people, with profound global implications. I fear the world 
is not sleepwalking into a wider war, but doing so with eyes 
wide open. We need peace - in line with the @UN Charter 
& international law,” tweeted Guterres. 

In a speech to the 193-member UN General Assembly on 
Monday presenting his 2023 priorities, Guterres decried 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, reported Al Jazeera.

The nearly year-long conflict has been intensifying in re-
cent weeks with fierce battles between Ukrainian and Rus-
sian forces for control of towns in eastern Ukraine.

He pointed to the war in Ukraine, “runaway climate catas-
trophe, rising nuclear threats,” the widening gulf between 
the world’s haves and have-nots, and the “epic geopolitical 
divisions” undermining “global solidarity and trust.”

Guterres said the transformation needed today must 
start with peace, beginning in Ukraine -- where, unfortu-
nately, he said, peace prospects “keep diminishing” and 
“the chances of further escalation and bloodshed keep 
growing.”

He said this year’s 75th anniversary of the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights should serve as a reminder that 
the foundation of the inalienable rights of all people is “free-
dom, justice and peace,” reported ABC News.

The world must work harder for peace, Guterres said, not 
only in Ukraine but in the decades-old Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict “where the two-state solution is growing more dis-
tant by the day,” in Afghanistan where the rights of women 
and girls “are being trampled and deadly terrorist attacks 
continue” and in Africa’s Sahel region where security is 
deteriorating “at an alarming rate.”

He also called for stepped-up peace efforts in military-
ruled Myanmar which is facing new violence and repres-
sion, in Haiti where gangs are holding the country hostage, 
“and elsewhere around the world for the two billion people 
who live in countries affected by conflict and humanitarian 
crises.”

The secretary-general said it is time for all countries to 
recommit to the UN Charter, which calls for peaceful settle-
ment of disputes, and for a new focus on conflict prevention 
and reconciliation. 

plea in sC seeking media gag on 
reports against adani Group

plea in the Supreme Court seeking direction to issue a 
Gag order restraining Media to release any statement /al-
legations against the listed companies including the Adani 
group of companies without being pre-verified by the Se-
curities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) in accordance 
with the law. 

“If the Gag order restraining media to release any alle-
gations without verified by SEBI is not issued millions of 
innocent investors will be suffered serious financial and 
reputation loss and injury which cannot be compensated 
in terms of money on the other hand if Ex-parte Gag order 
is released restraining media to release any statement and 
allegation without pre-verified by Sebi there will be no loss 
and injury to anyone and millions of investors will be pro-
tected,” the plea said.

An allegation without verified evidence is dangerous and 
it cannot be allowed to be released in any manner in either 
forum in any media by anyone, the advocate said. 

Adding further, he claimed that media hype has crashed 
the Indian share Market by more than 50 per cent. Regu-
lar allegations /statements in the media are creating panic 
amongst the investors who are selling their stock under 
panic and suffering financial losses.

Common investors are being butchered which must be 
stopped in the interest of justice, the petitioner said.

Earlier claiming Hindenburg Research has “exploited in-
nocent investors”, he filed a public interest litigation in the 
Supreme Court seeking a probe against the US-based firm, 
whose report has led to shares of Adani group plunging on 
the bourses.

The PIL by a lawyer sought an inquiry to prosecute short 
sellers Nathan Anderson, a resident of US, and his Indian 
entities. The plea also sought to register an FIR against An-
derson and his associates for exploiting and duping lakhs 
of innocent investors.

In the “interest of justice,” ML Sharma also seeks com-
pensation for investors who suffered losses due to a crash 
in stock price.

Nathan Anderson is the founder of Hindenburg Research 
which published a report recently leading to a huge dent in 
the Adani Group firms’ assets. 

sC grants 8 weeks to work out 
ways for Haldwani rehab

posted the matter for hearing on 2 May.
Earlier, the top court had said that thousands can’t be up-

rooted overnight while putting a stay on the Uttarakhand 
High Court’s decision ordering the State authorities to 
remove encroachments from railway land in Haldwani’s 
Banbhoolpura area.

The bench had said that there has to be segregation of 
people who have no right on the land and the need for re-
habilitation while recognising the need of railways.

Noting that people are living there for decades, the bench 
had said there should be measures for rehabilitation since 
the issue involves a human angle. Indian Railways has 
maintained that this strip of land belongs to the railways. 
Their claim is that it is their land and they are not asking 
for rehabilitation.

The Uttarakhand High Court had on 20 December or-
dered the removal of encroachments from railway land in 
the Banbhoolpura area of Haldwani after giving notice to 
the residents one week in advance.

A total of 4,365 encroachments will be removed from the 
area. Those facing eviction have been living on the land for 
many decades. Residents had protested against the removal 
of encroachments from railway land in compliance with a 
High Court order.

sC assures early hearing on 
release of convicts

constituted by the CJI as Justice Bela M Trivedi recused 
from hearing the plea.

“I will do so at the earliest. The matter will be listed soon,” 
said the CJI.

Earlier, a bench of Justices Ajay Rastogi and Bela M Trive-
di ordered that matter be listed before the bench which Jus-
tice Trivedi is not a part of as she had recused herself from 
hearing the case.

Besides filing a petition against the per-mature release of 
convicts, Bano had also filed a review petition seeking a 
review of its earlier order by which it had asked the Gujarat 
government to consider the plea for the remission of one of 
the convicts. The review petition was dismissed.

6 million people in afghanistan 
face famine risk: Un
facing severe hunger and are in urgent need of aid, with 
six million facing the risk of famine, TOLOnews reported 
on Monday.
With at least 6 million people facing the risk of famine in 
Afghanistan due to a reeling economic crisis, the deputy 
executive director of UNICEF, Omar Abid urged the inter-
national community not to forget the basic rights of women 
and children in Afghanistan, as well as to assist them.

The current population of Afghanistan is 41,201,762 as of 
Monday, February 6, 2023, based on Worldometer elabora-
tion of the latest United Nations data.

This comes as Afghanistan’s most vulnerable citizens have 
requested assistance from relief agencies. Safar Ali is work-
ing as a labourer--transporting materials by wheelbarrow 
in the capital city of Kabul.

“There is no good work now. It was good previously but 
not now. I can only make 50 Afs per day,” he said. Another 
Kabul resident, Karim Shah also lamented about his situa-
tion and said, “There is no work to do, and nothing to do.”

TOLO news reported citing the economists who stated 
that a disaster will occur if international institutions do not 
pay attention to the situation in Afghanistan.

“If serious attention is not paid by the donors to the aid 
organizations in this regard, we will face a humanitarian 
catastrophe,” said Shakir Yaqobi, an economist, reported 
TOLOnews. 

aaftab ground shraddha’s bones, 
made powder, threw them on road

grinder had thrown the powder away.
It is also revealed that he initially tortured and tormented 

Shraddha who wanted to break up with him, however, she 
could not because she did not have a support system as she 
had no contact with her family.

The chargesheet also disclosed that he murdered Shrad-
dha on the eve of 18 May 2022. Then he bought one saw, 
three blades, a hammer and plastic clips to cut her body 
parts and dispose of them. He also bought a refrigerator to 
store them to avoid the stench.

The police chargesheet said that the accused shifted the 
body to the bathroom and cut the body into 17 pieces. On 
the first day, he cut her wrist and hand. He used to dispose 
of the body parts one by one.

He also got a cut on his hand while cutting the body of 
Shraddha, the chargesheet said.

The police chargesheet said that Aaftab sat on Shraddha’s 
chest and strangled her to death. He then chopped her body 
into pieces and stored them in the kitchen and fridge. 

“To get rid of her habit of quarrelling and abusing for-
ever, I grabbed her and dropped her on the floor to kill her. 
Sitting on her chest, I held her throat tight with both my 

hands until she died. Her body was hidden in the bathroom. 
Then I planned to dispose of her dead body by cutting it into 
small pieces and putting it in a big briefcase and throwing it 
somewhere. I also bought a hammer, a horizontal saw and 
its three blades. After coming home, I cut both hands of 
Shraddha’s dead body with a wrist saw and kept it in poly-
thene in the bathroom,” the chargesheet revealed Aaftab’s 
statement. The chargesheet revealed that Aaftab purchased 
disinfectant from a shopping app to clean the blood stains 
that spread on the floor after chopping the body. “In the 
evening, I cut both the legs of Shraddha’s dead body from 
knees and ankle and packed them in a trash bag and kept 
the cut body parts in the freezer of the purchased fridge. 
After cutting the body parts, the blood spread. To clean it, I 
bought 2 bottles of Harpic Disinfectant, toilet cleaner, and 
bleach from the shopping app,” the chargesheet said.

Aaftab had earlier planned to dispose of the body parts in 
a briefcase, however, he dropped the plan due to the fear of 
getting caught while disposing them.

“On May 20, 2022, I had bought a big red coloured brief-
case from Mehrauli market as part of planning to cut and 
dispose of the body. But I abandoned this plan for fear of be-
ing caught because the briefcase was heavy. Small pieces of 
her body had to be thrown at different places in the forest. I 
made the planning again. In the evening, her head and other 
body parts were cut off from her body, and after taking out 
her entrails from her stomach, I put them in polythene and 
in a big dustbin kept at the corner of 60 Futa Road, Chat-
tarpur Pahadi,” the charge sheet revealed.

“Other body parts were disposed at various places includ-
ing Nallah forest near the cremation ground,” it added.

Aaftab used petrol to destroy the evidence at different 
places. He threw her head into the forest months after he 
killed Shraddha.

“I kept her head, torso and both forearms in the freezer 
for fear of being identified. After this, about three to four 
months after the incident, after disfiguring her head and 
face with a blow torch, I cut her hair and erased her iden-
tity. Her head, both forearms and torso were thrown in the 
same Chhattarpur Enclave forest. Her hair and clothes 
were thrown in a big dustbin placed at the corner of 60 
Futa Road, Chattarpur Pahadi,” the chargesheet said.

The chargesheet also stated that on 23 December 2022, 
during the course of the investigation, the exhibits were ex-
amined for DNA at CFSL, Lodhi Road, Delhi and Centre for 
DNA Fingerprinting and Diagnostics (CDFD) Hyderabad 
for extracting DNA for matching the same with the blood 
samples of father and brother of Shraddha.

The chargesheet attached Google Analysis where it is es-
tablished that Sharaddha’s account was logged in through 
Aaftab’s phone post 18 May.

The chargesheet also attached parallel locations of Aaf-
tab’s phone and Shraddha’s phone post the offence of mur-
der. Delhi Police has established through locations that post 
the murder the phone of Shraddha was with Aaftab.

It is also said that the parallel locations of the mobile 
phones of accused Aaftab and Shraddha have been found 
to be from 1 June, 2022, to 8 June, 2022, in Mumbai.

On 9 June 2022, the train route from Mumbai to Delhi via 
Mathura, Nizamuddin Railway station and from 10 June 
2022, to 19 June 2022, in Delhi i.e. Chattarpur Pahari was 
disclosed through Google location, the police said.

The parallel location chart of the mobile number of Aaftab 
and Shradda after the murder of Shraddha dated 18 May 
2022, is also attached.

It is also said, “On that day while cutting the wrists of 
Shraddha, I also got a minor cut on my left hand with saw 
due to which there was minor bleeding also from my hand.” 
He had placed the polythene containing both the hands of 
Shraddha in the lower cabinet of the kitchen under the wa-
ter camper. On the next night of the murder, he disposed off 
one thigh part of the body in the jungle of Chattarpur Pahari 
situated at MG Road, Delhi Police said in the chargesheet.

It is also stated that over the next 4-5 days, he cut the body 
in 17 pieces, three pieces of each hand, three pieces of each 
leg, head, torso, two pieces of pelvis, and thumb, the charge 
sheet stated. The police also said he went to Maharashtra to 
join Shraddha’s missing inquiry and on the way, threw her 
phone, and destroyed her credit card.

Thereafter on 22-23 October, he went to Police Station 
Manik Pur, District Mira Bhayander, Maharashtra to join 
the inquiry regarding a missing report of Shraddha that 
was lodged by her father, the charge sheet said.

On the way, he threw away the phone of Shraddha, her 
credit cards, debit cards and documents etc. in Bhayander 
Khadi after damaging them as “I was aware that Bhayander 
Khadi is very deep as I did my schooling at Bhayander.”

Delhi Police also disclosed that Aaftab met a girl through 
an online dating app and she used to visit him. Whenever 
the girl used to visit him, he would clean the refrigerator 
and store Shraddha’s body parts in the lower cabinet of the 
kitchen.

5nationthe daily guardian review
wedne sday |  08 february 2023

new delhi



Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
MK Stalin on Tuesday wrote 
to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, requesting to consider 
the demand of the Civil Ser-
vice aspirants and to grant 
an extra attempt with corre-
sponding age relaxation to 
all aspirants who exhausted 
their last attempts due to Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

In a letter to PM Modi, 
the CM said, “I write this 
to bring to your kind notice 
a genuine request received 
from the aspirants for the 
Civil Service Examinations 
conducted by the UPSC. 
Aspirants of various re-
cruitment exams conducted 
by the Union Government 

including the Civil Service 
Examinations who had ex-
hausted their last attempts 
due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, have been request-
ing for the past two years 
to extend the age limit for 
attending the examination 
as a one-time measure.” Sta-

lin said that the Parliament 
Standing Committee has 
also recommended to con-
sider sympathetically the 
demand of the Civil Service 
aspirants and to grant an 
extra attempt with corre-
sponding age relaxation to 
all aspirants.
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serious issue 

There are some cases 
of child marriage 
wh er e  a  mutu al 

agreement or affidavit is 
made between the families 
of the bride and the groom 
and signed by a govern-
ment-authorized notary 
Advocate with some terms 
and conditions. But in real-
ity, the terms and conditions 
are not followed properly on 
many occasions and these 
affidavits are used as tools to 
escape law enforcement.

Child marriages have 
been rampant in several 
districts of Assam where 
agreements between fami-

lies of minors were used 
as tools to escape the law. 
Many more cases of child 
marriage have come to light 
in Assam after the police ar-
rested 2,442 people as a part 
of the state government’s 
massive crackdown against 
the ill practice. There are 
some cases of child marriage 
where a mutual agreement 
or affidavit is made between 
the families of the bride and 
the groom and signed by 
a government-authorized 
Notary Advocate with some 
terms and conditions. But in 
reality, the terms and condi-
tions are not followed prop-
erly on many occasions and 
these affidavits are used as 
tools to escape law enforce-

ment, said police sources. 
 A  m a r r i a g e  a g r e e -
ment between the fam-
ily of a 14-year-old girl 
and an 18-year-old boy 
from Assam’s  Kokra-
jhar district. The agree-
ment carries a Notary 
stamp dated May 24, 2021. 

“Whereas the daughter of 
the first party as well as 
the son of the second party 
is minor. Both parties are 
interested to solemnize the 
marriage of their words i.e 
between and on their attain-
ing age of maturity as per 
Muslim Shariat. But due to 

non-attaining of their age of 
maturity, they are unable to 
solemnize the marriage at 
this moment but for their 
satisfaction, they are will-
ing to execute this mutual 
agreement with the follow-
ing terms and conditions,” 
the mutual agreement copy 
said.

The terms and conditions 
mentioned in the mutual 
agreement are - before the 
age of maturity, the second 
party and his son shall not 
put any pressure on the first 
party as well as his daugh-
ter for the same and even  
the son of the second party 
shall not visit the house of 
the first party before their 
marriage.
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Mutual Consent used as a tools 
to evade law on Child Marriage

veiled attaCK

BJP’s ‘Team B’ is 
Congress, says 
Mamta Banarjee

Attacking the BJP and 
Congress ahead of the Tri-
pura Assembly polls, West 
Bengal CM and Trinamool 
Congress (TMC) supremo 
Mamata Banerjee said that 
Congress is BJP’s ‘team B’. 
Keen on expanding her par-
ty’s footprint in other states, 
Mamata Banerjee held a 
march with TMC workers 
and supporters in Agartala 
on Tuesday as Tripura As-
sembly elections are sched-
uled on 16 February. The 
counting of votes will take place on 2 March. 

Mamata addressed in a rally said that, “We have done devel-
opment work in Bengal. We provide ‘Swasthya Sathi’ cards 
for health insurance. There is no credibility in the Ayushman 
Bharat card given by the central government. She said the 
Bengal model is being discussed at the international level.

“Unemployment has increased by 40 percent in 
the country under the Double-Engine Government. 
Have they fulfilled the promises they made? Has Rs 
15 lakh come into your account? “she questioned. 
She said the BJP is not able to fight politically, and that is why 
it is sending central agencies like the C CBI and ED to the 
residences of the Opposition leaders.
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One IM operative arrested for ‘threat call’ to Mumbai airport  

Mumbai Police  arrested a 25-year-
old man from Mumbai’s Govandi 
area in connection with the threat 
call at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj International Airport, in-
formed Mumbai Police officials.

According to Mumbai Police, the 
call was received at around 10 pm 
at Mumbai airport on Monday. The 
caller introduced himself as Ir-

fan Ahmed Sheikh and described 
himself as a member of the terror-
ist organization Indian Mujahi-
deen. After giving his introduction, 
the caller spoke about suspicious 
things using some code words. 

The airport authority immediate-
ly informed Mumbai Police about 
the call. Police registered a case 
against the unknown person un-
der section 505 (1) of the IPC. The 
investigation is underway.

Meanwhile, Mumbai Police and 

other agencies are on alert and se-
curity has been beefed up. 

On February 3, National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) received 
a mail from an unidentified indi-
vidual claiming to be a Talibani 
member threatening to carry out 
a terror attack in Mumbai, ANI re-
ported.

“The person who sent the threat 
mail described himself to be a Tali-
bani. He said that there would be a 
terror attack in Mumbai,: Mumbai 

Police sources said.
Earlier in January, Dhirubhai 

Ambani International School in 
Mumbai received a threat call in 
which the unknown caller threat-
ened to blow up the school. 

So far, Mumbai Police  arrested 
a 25-year-old man from Mumbai’s 
Govandi area in connection with 
the threat call at the Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj International Air-
port, informed Mumbai Police of-
ficials.
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steP aside

Boost uP

in nagaland 

investigation hold uP

PolitiCal ClaiM 

deMand

Balasaheb Throat’s 
resigns from Congress 
in Maharasthra 

erode east ByPolls: BJP 
extends suPPort to aiadMK 
Candidate thennarasu

aaP exits state asseMBly 
Polls raCe, Candidates 
failed to Meet suitaBility

Central agenCy raids 
PreMises of Jd(u) 
MlC, his Close ally

Dense fog engulfs Chennai, 
several flights delayed, diverted

CPI(M) abused poor, BJP almost ended extremism: Rajnath 

Grant age relief for Covid 
affected aspirants, CM Stalin 
plea to PM Modi 

The BJP’s doors are always 
open for everybody who 
wishes to join the party, 
Maharashtra BJP president 
Chandrashekhar Bawa-
nkule said on Tuesday amid 
talk of state Congress legis-
lative party leader Balasa-
heb Thorat resigning from 
his post.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) president of Maha-
rashtra Chandrashekhar 
Bawankule said that, “the 
Congress needs to intro-
spect if the reports of senior 
leader Balasaheb Thorat 
stepping down as Congress 
Legislature Party (CLP) 
leader are true.

“The Congress needs to 
introspect if the reports 

claiming the resignation 
of Congress’ senior leader, 
who has won the legislative 
assembly elections multiple 
times. I said this during the 
Bharat Jodo Yatra as well 
that the party is ‘drowning’ 
and nobody wants to stay 
there. 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Tuesday officially announced 
its support to the candidate of Edappadi Palaniswami 
(EPS) faction of the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Ka-
zhagam (AIADMK) in the upcoming Erode East bypoll. 
EPS faction of the AIADMK has fielded KS Thennarasu as 
its candidate for the seat. BJP state president K Annamalai is-
sued a letter of support for the candidature of KS Thennarasu. 
This follows the withdrawal of the candidature of the O Pan-
neerselvam (OPS) candidate T Senthilmurugan Annamalai 
also expressed his thanks to O Pannerselvam for withdraw-
ing their candidate.

“BJP cadres and leaders should work for the 
win of the AIADMK candidate,” said Annamalai. 
Notably, today is the last day to file a nomination, and AIAD-
MK candidate Thennarasu will be filing his nomination for 
Erode East by-election.

Extending its support to the EPS candidate Thennarasu, 
Tamil Nadu’s BJP chief had earlier said that they want some-
one who is well-known in the constituency to contest the 
election.

The Aam Aadmi Party have decided not to field any can-
didate in the upcoming Nagaland Assembly election as the 
candidates does not match the required elegible criteria. 
In a statement issued by the party on 7 Feburary, the head of 
AAP Nagaland unit, Asu Keyho said that, the AAP Nagaland 
in consultation with the Northeast in-charge AAP have decided 
not to file any official candidate in the Nagaland State Election, 
2023, in spite of over a dozen aspirants seeking party ticket. On 
scrutiny, the criteria to be the official candidate was found want-
ing and that minimum expected eligible candidate could not be 
found for want of limited time since the Aam Aadmi Party in 
Nagaland was launched only on 25th January, 2023, it stated.

“The Aam Aadmi Party in Nagaland shall start campaign for 
the enrollment of membership and appeal to all likeminded 
people who subscribed to a new vision of governance and 
deliverance for the people of the State to join hands and en-
deavor to meet the challenges with a new hope in the coming 
days for any electoral democratic exercise ahead in the near 
future,” the statement further read.

Income tax conducted raids 
on the premises of Janta Dal 
United Member of Legisla-
tive Council Radhacharan 
Sah on 7 February and his 
close aide in Patna and Ar-
rah, Bihar’s.

The Income Tax Depart-
ment has tightened its noose 
on JDU MLC Radhacharan 
Sah. The team of the Income 
Tax Department reached 
on Tuesday morning and 
raided various locations 
of Radha Charan Sah alias 
Seth, the state general secre-
tary of JDU, elected from the 
Buxar civic area.

The Income Tax Depart-
ment team raided the Babu 
Bazar residence, Anaith res-
idence and Ramna Maidan 
Shaheed Bhawan hotel 
since Tuesday morning. 

Apart from this, there is 
information about raids 
underway in other places 
including Patna and Delhi.

The case is said to be related 
to disproportionate assets. 
In April 2022, NDA’s JDU 
candidate cum former 
MLA Radha Charan Sah 
alias Seth ji won for the 
second consecutive time in 
the Bhojpur co-Buxar MLC 
elections.

H e  d e f e a t e d  t h e 
Rashtriya Janta Dal (RJD) 
candidate of the Grand 
Alliance, Anil Samrat. 
In  Ju ly  2 02 2 ,  R ad h a 
Charan Sah, a member 
of the Legislative Council 
from Bhojpur district, was 
nominated as the State 
General Secretary of JDU. 
He has been close to the top 
leaders of JDU.

In the past, he was also in 
RJD for a long time.

Several flights were de-
layed while a few had to 
be diverted to Bengaluru 
due to heavy fog in Chen-
nai on Tuesday Morn-
ing, according to Chen-
nai airport authorities. 
Seven flights from Benga-
luru, Hyderabad, Mumbai 

and Dubai were unable to 
land in Chennai and kept 
circling in the sky. 

While flights from Dubai 
were diverted to Bengaluru 
for landing, said officials. 
Chennai and its suburbs 
were suddenly affected by 
heavy fog after 7:30 am this 
morning. 

As a result, flights arriving 
and landing at Chennai air-

port were delayed.
An Indigo Airlines flight 

from Bengaluru which was 
scheduled to land at Chen-
nai at 8 am this morning, 
circled the sky for a while 
and left for Bengaluru. 
Similarly, Emirates Air-
lines flight which came from 
Dubai to Chennai circled for 
a long time and was finally 
diverted to Bengaluru.

Union Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh On 7 February 
drew a parallel between the 
old CPI(M) regime and the 
ongoing Bharatiya Janata 
Party rule in Tripura and 
said that the former only 
“exploited the poor” while 
the latter nearly ended ex-
tremism in the entire north-

east. “Tribal society has 
made a huge contribution to 
India’s freedom. What have 
CPIM and Congress done 
for the tribal society? Now 
Congress and CPIM are 
fighting together in Tripura. 
Zero and zero together will 
remain zero,” he said while 
asserting that both CPIM 
and Congress will be wiped 
off from the political arena of 
the state.

Rajnath Singh alleged 
that the CPI(M) has ex-
ploited the poor, labourers 
and workers of the state. 
“The CPIM, which talks 
about the poor, labourers 
and workers, has only ex-
ploited them. CPIM should 
first implement the old 
pension scheme in Kerala 
then they should talk about 
resuming the Old pension 
scheme in Tripura,” he said.
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top of the day
PM to address 
eleCtion 
rallies in 
triPura on  
11, 13 feB
NeW DeLHI: Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
will address election ral-
lies in poll-bound Tripura 
on February 11 and 13, 
sources said on Tuesday. 

“Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will visit Tripura to 
show the party’s strength. 
His visit is slated for 11 
and 13 February. The 
Prime Minister will 
address two election 
meetings for the Tri-
pura Assembly elections. 
These election rallies 
will be held at Gomti and 
Dhalai in Tripura,” a top 
source in Tripura BJP 
told ANI. Chief Minister 
Manik Saha, the party’s 
state incharge Mahesh 
Sharma and other lead-
ers will welcome PM 
Modi.

MP: Man held 
for luring 
PeoPle to 
Convert to 
Christianity
BHoPAL: A 26-year-old 
man was arrested from 
Bhopal for allegedly 
converting Hindu people 
into Christianity by luring 
them of better jobs and 
cure, a police official 
has said. The incident 
has been reported in 
Kekadiya village under 
Ratibad police station 
limits in the city. The 
accused has been identi-
fied as Hiralal Jamod 
(26), a resident of the 
same village. Additional 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (ADCP) Shrutkirti 
Somvanshi said. 

adani Ports seZ 
announCes  
18% JuMP in Q3 
revenue
AHMeDABAD: Adani 
Ports and Special eco-
nomic Zone’s (APSeZ) 
revenue from operations 
increased 18 per cent 
to Rs 4,786 crore during 
the December quarter. 
In the same quarter of 
2021, the revenue was 
Rs 4,072, the company 
announced on Tuesday. 
APSeZ on Tuesday an-
nounced its earnings for 
the october-December 
2022 quarter and the first 
three quarters of 2022-
23. The Adani group 
company’s revenue from 
operations increased 
18 per cent to Rs 4,786 
crore during the Decem-
ber quarter. In the same 
quarter of 2021, the 
revenue was Rs 4,072.

one arrested, 
two identified 
for Murder of 
elderly woMan 
in delhi
NeW DeLHI: A robber 
was arrested on Tuesday 
and two others have been 
identified for allegedly 
murdering an elderly 
woman in Karwal Nagar 
extension in North-east 
Delhi last month, police 
said. The search is on 
to nab the other two 
accused, they said. The 
robbers had murdered 
the 88-year-old woman 
when she resisted their 
robbery bid. The elderly 
woman was found dead 
at her house in Kar-
awal Nagar extension in 
North-east Delhi on the 
morning of 29 January by 
a police team. 
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Hi n d e n b u r g  Re -
search’s  report 
about Adani Group 

stocks has created waves, 
not only in stock exchanges, 
but also in political circles. 
While political parties and 
politicians are hurling alle-
gations and counter allega-
tions at each other, the me-
dia and social media is filled 
with debates about valua-
tions of Adani Group stocks. 
Hindenburg Research has 
highlighted the skyrocketed 
valuations of Adani Group 
stocks. The concern raised 
by Hindenburg Research 
about the valuations are not 
new. Many participants and 
experts in capital markets 
have been debating this issue 
for quite a long. Many stock 
brokers and equity research 
analysts have a buy rating 
or recommendation on the 

stock and are bullish on 
the future prospects of the 
company. At the same time, 
many brokers and equity 
research analysts have been 
lukewarm to negative about 
valuations of Adani Group 
stocks. Their views have 
been exactly what Hinden-
burg Research has observed 
in its report.

In stock markets, equity 
research analysts come out 
with research reports on 
companies listed on the ex-
change or are coming out 
with IPOs to get listed. These 
equity research analysts are 
either working with the re-
search arm of the broking 
house or are independent 
equity analysts. They come 
out with reports that ex-
plain the company’s busi-
ness, sector/(s) and market/
(s) in which the company 
operates, growth drivers 
for the company, projected 
financials, and valuations of 
the company. Based on this, 
the analyst comes out with a 
rating or a recommendation 
for the stock. The recom-
mendations for the stocks 
are either But, or Hold, or 
Sell. So any company that 
is undervalued gets a Buy 
rating, and a company that 
is overvalued gets a Sell rat-
ing. While many brokers 

had issued reports on Adani 
with a buy recommenda-
tion, equally large number 
of brokers were skeptical 
about the valuations and, 
like Hindenburg, they also 
believed that Adani stocks 
are overvalued.

This brings us to the core 
issue of the dichotomy be-
tween valuations and price 
of the stock. The valuations 
are based on the perception 
of an individual analyst, 
which varies from one ana-
lyst to another. It is based on 
the perspective that the per-
son carries about the busi-
ness, sector, and company’s 
prospects. Hence, the same 
company has multiple valu-
ations, because projected fi-
nancials and long term out-
look of the company made 
by every analyst differs, even 
if their view on the stock, i.e. 
Buy or Hold or Sell, is com-
mon.

Coming to the issue of 
Adani Group stocks, dis-
agreement over valua-
tions is perfectly fair and 
justified. There is nothing 
wrong in analysts having a 
negative view on the stocks. 
However, at the same time, 
investors having a positive 
opinion cannot be blamed 
for a wrong decision.

The ruling dispensation 
BJP is blamed for arm-twist-
ing state-owned State Bank 
of India and Life Insurance 
Corporation of India to in-
vest in Adani stocks. This ac-
cusation can be deemed to be 
true, given the track record 
and history of politicians 
misusing their powers to in-
fluence public sector banks 
and financial institutions in 

taking wrong decisions.
However, if we closely pe-

ruse the list of institutional 
investors who subscribed 
for Adani Enterprises Ltd 
shares at an offer price of Rs 
3,276, we will find marquee 
investors like Abu Dhabi 
Investment Authority (the 
sovereign wealth fund of the 
Royal family of Abu Dhabi), 
Goldman Sachs, Morgan 
Stanley, etc. Even after the 
controversy broke off, UAE-
based $300 bn conglomer-
ate—International Holdings 
Corporation—announced 
its interest in subscribing 
for the shares of Adani En-
terprises Ltd. This raises 
questions on whether BJP 
or Modi can arm-twist such 
global investors.

If we look beyond Adani, 
the question of justifica-
tion of valuations has been 
a hotly and passionately 
debated issue. Many ana-
lysts who despite having a 
positive view about Adani’s 
prospects, were uncomfort-

able with the valuations of 
Adani stocks, had similar 
concerns about valuations 
of many e-commerce and 
online retailing companies. 
This becomes even more in-
triguing in the wake of the 
fact that many companies 
in the space are loss making 
and yet attracting premium 
valuations in fund raising 
rounds. Even more intrigu-
ing is the fact that fund rais-
ing is done to raise funds to 
finance cash burnout. Again 
there are no tangible fixed 
assets in these tech compa-
nies that secures the inves-
tors. Compare that with 
Adani group companies that 
have ports, airports, power 
plants, cement plants, pow-
er transmission lines, etc. 
In case of tech companies, 
the investors and analysts 
hold a long term view about 
the prospects of the com-
pany and pay a premium for 
the shares, even when the 
company is in losses. Many 
institutional investors held 

a similar view about Adani 
group companies. They be-
lieved that long term outlook 
of Adani group companies 
was directly linked with 
the long term economic 
growth and it would reflect 
in earnings growth in the 
future. That was one of the 
reasons for global investors 
like ADIA, Goldman Sachs, 
etc to pay a premium to buy 
Adani stocks.

So the crux of the issue is 
that every person carries a 
different perspective and 
perception about the com-
pany, its future, and, in turn, 
its valuations. However, the 
price is the reality.
Sumeet Mehta is a Chartered 
Accountant by qualification 
and a Corporate Finance pro-
fessional. He is author of the 
book “Diagnosing GST for 
Doctors” published by CNBC 
Books18. He tweets from @su-
meetnmehta. This is the second 
of a three-part series. Opinions 
of the author are his own and 
personal.

Adani issue: Value versus 
price dichotomy of stocks
While prices of stocks are a reality, stock valuations are based on perception 
of an individual analyst, which varies from one analyst to another.

GIRLS’ RIGHTS

PART-II

The Adani issue has certainly achieved one thing, which 
is to unite the entire opposition. This is something even 
Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo yatra could not do as many 
senior Opposition leaders stayed away from the mara-
thon walk. But the Hindenburg report and its aftermath 
saw all the Opposition leaders gather in Congress Presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge’s room in Parliament to dis-
cuss Opposition strategy. Each party was clear that the 
government should be confronted about its perceived 
links with Gautam Adani. There was some division on 
the means to this end, some parties like the Congress 
wanted a JPC. Others like the Left and AAP wanted a 
Supreme Court monitored probe; but each agreed that 
given the reaction of the markets to the Hindenburg 
report, there should be some sort of a senior level probe.

The former Congress President, Rahul Gandhi, clearly 
sees this as the Modi government’s Bofors moment. The 
slight on his father, the late Rajiv Gandhi, still rankles. 
Rahul had raised allegations of corruption against the 
Modi government on the Rafale deal with the “Chowki-
dar Chor Hai” slogan during the last Lok Sabha polls, 
but this did not work, simply because the PM’s own 
credibility with the voter is teflon coated.

However, now with businessman Gautam Adani 
coming under the scanner, the Congress sees another 
chance. It has already begun raising slogans that this 
government is run by “Adani ke Chowkidar”. In his re-
ply to the President’s Address in the Lok Sabha, Rahul 
preferred to speak about the Hindenburg report and 
narrated instances and examples to show how the Modi 
government had favoured this particular businessman 
from Gujarat. This had the treasury benches protest-
ing and waving rule books, while the Speaker asked 
the Congress leader to stay on script and talk about the 
President’s Address but nothing stopped Rahul. This 
was his moment and it was both personal and political. 
As a senior Congress leader pointed out, not only has 
Rahul been “vilified” by the current BJP, but his father 
too was at the receiving end of allegations in the Bofors 
gun deal that were later on struck down by the courts. 
So, for Rahul this was personal.

Neither the PM nor the Home Minister were present 
in the House when Rahul spoke, leaving the govern-
ment’s defence to law minister Kirren Rijiju (who is fast 
emerging as a key troubleshooter for the government), 
and others like Ravi Shankar Prasad, Arjun Meghwal 
and Nishikant Dubey. It would be interesting to hear the 
PM’s reply on the President’s Address and also whether 
he will address the allegations raised by Rahul Gandhi 
or not. For now, the BJP and the government’s stance is 
to let SEBI do an investigation into the allegations raised 
by the Hindenburg report.

However, will that be enough for damage control or 
will the PM himself address this issue? Even a positive 
Budget could not distract the headlines from the for-
tunes of the Adani group. But if there is anyone who can 
turn the narrative around, it is the PM himself. Though 
as a footnote, there has been a correction of sorts in the 
market with almost all of Adani shares gaining ground 
in the last two days, though they are nowhere near the 
pre-Hindenburg levels.

PRIYA SAHGAL

perspective
UNITED OPPOSITION

HIndenbuRG AfTeRmATH 
In PARLIAmenT

The recent concern against 
the crackdown on paedo-
philes who married minor 
girls as young as 10-11 years 
in Assam is nothing new, but 
a continued concern for boys 
and men, at the cost of girls. 
This gender bias is classical 
patriarchy. There can be no ar-
guments that the steps taken 
by the Assam Police and con-
cern shown by Assam Chief 
Minister to put an end to child 
marriage are praiseworthy. Be 
assured, millions of girls, fear-
ing being married at an early 
age by their parents, must be 
blessing the police and hoping 
for a better future for them. 
The gherao of police stations 
against the drive is another 
posturing, attempt to keep the 
status quo, where men are al-
lowed to continue with their 
exploitative power relations, 
by marrying underage girls, 
deprived of education and 
independence.

When the Government 
of India, sloganeered, “Beti 
Bachao, Beti Padhao” in 2014 
visible in all possible places 
movable and immovable, it 
was not only novice in terms 
of scale but also reflected State 
priority in a manner. Specific 
to “Child Marriage”, even 
previous governments have 
shown concern and the issue 
has been part of the public 
awareness campaigns since 
ages. The Doordarshan ad, 
“Matki Kyo Tuti” compar-
ing a small girl child as an 
unbaked vessel, vulnerable 
and unable to take the burden 
of task expected, still remains 
in the minds of many of us.

The law on Child Marriage 
has been in existence since 
1929, amended in 1978 and 
again in 2006, as the Prohi-
bition of Child Marriage Act, 
2006 (hereinafter PCMA, 
2006). The 2006 Law is 
ineffective and complicates 
the issue on many counts, 
First, while it prohibits child 
marriage, it keep the status 
of marriage solemnized as 
valid; second it provides for 
annulment of marriages and 
in certain circumstances de-
clares as void-ab-intio; Third, 
it defines the groom and bride 
as child till age 21 and 18 years 
respectively; Fourth, groom if 
a major (above 18 years), but a 
child (as defined till 21 years) 
can still be prosecuted for 

marrying a minor girl; fifth, 
while there is a mention of 
Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officer (CMPO) and their role, 
it remains to be executed in 
most non-serious manner, 
and sixth, the most critical, 
is that the PCMA, 2006 is 
silent on sexual relationship 
and age of consent. 

So while the law was in 
place, the above mentioned 
loopholes, allowed the key 
players, especially parents 
and religious custodians, to 
happily ignore as nothing 
changed. Child marriages 
continued with an unabated 
23.3% in 2020-21, according 
to the latest National Fam-
ily Health Survey-5 data. 
The crime against children 
shamelessly gets projected 
and discussed as a socio-
cultural-religious issue, de-
manding soft handling with 
kids gloves. For every outcry 
by girl child as victim; there 
are always counter stories of 
grandmothers who were 11-
12-13 years when married, had 
dozens of children and lived 
a happy life. The girl child 
concerns, her rights viola-
tion, health and well-being 
and other aspirations have 
never been of priority in our 
patriarchal society.

The syndicate behind child 
marriages who were dismis-
sive of PCMA, 2006 as a non 
interfering piece of legislation, 

only got troubled in 2017. The 
enactment of Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of-
fences Act, 2012 (hereinaf-
ter POCSO, 2012) filled the 
vacuum as to sexual rela-
tionship and age of consent; 
issues on which the PCMA, 
2006 has been silent. POCSO, 
2012 technically covered ev-
eryone intending or having 
sexual relationship with a 
minor child (read girl), in-
cluding husbands. However, 
there was still a breather for 
the ogling paedophiles, in the 
form of exception 2 in Section 
375, Indian Penal Code, 1860; 
which allowed unregulated 
sex with wives above age 15 
as a patriarchal chattelhood. 
In simple words, the IPC ex-
ception, protected individu-
als who intended of marrying 
and sexually exploiting minor 
girls and allowed Rape (read 
sex) by husbands if bride is 
above 15 years. This protective 
cover was removed, in 2017, 
by the Supreme Court of In-
dia, in its landmark judgment 
dated 11 October 2017 in the 
matter, Independent Thought 
vs. Union of India; wherein 
it declared sex with a minor 
wife as rape. 

Interestingly in 2015, the 
amended Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection of Chil-
dren) Act, 2015 (hereinafter 
JJ Act, 2015) had included 
children victim or risk of 

child marriage as category 
for extending support of the 
Child Protection System, 
providing a well structured 
mechanism under erstwhile 
ICPS (now rechristened as 
Mission Vatsalya) as an alter-
native to the defunct CMPO. 
Thus, the conjoint reading of 
PCMA, 2006; POCSO, 2012; 
JJ Act, 2015 and Independent 
Thought Judgment has trig-
gered possibilities for coun-
tering child marriage with 
more stringent actions, than 
mere lip service. The National 
Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights (hereinafter 
NCPCR) and its State Arms 
have monitoring roles under 
both POCSO, 2012 and JJ Act, 
2015, to close the implementa-
tion loop. So it took a few years 
for the system to realise the 
existence of both Substantive 
Legal position post 2017 judg-
ment and Procedural backing 
under JJ Act 2015; after which 
police started registering cases 
of Child Marriage under 
POCSO, 2012 and girls were 
produced before the Child 
Welfare Committees under 
the JJ Act, 2015 with support 
facilities of Child Care Institu-
tion (CCI).  

The sporadic filing of police 
cases were countered by con-
flicting Judgments by differ-
ent High Court. A judgment 
of the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court in the case Javed v. 

State of Haryana and Others, 
held that a Muslim girl aged 15 
years can enter into a legal and 
valid marriage as per personal 
law. This has been challenged 
in the Supreme Court of India, 
in the matter NCPCR vs Gulam 
Deen, where the NCPCR, ex-
pressed concerns about use of 
personal law as a defence for 
crimes under POCSO, 2012. 
The Supreme Court Bench on 
13 January 2023 recorded in 
the order “Pending further 
orders, the impugned judg-
ment (of Punjab and Haryana 
High Court), should not be 
relied upon as precedent (in 
any other case). The Punjab 
and Haryana High Court 
judgment differs from the 
2017 Independent Thought 
Judgment of the Supreme 
Court where it was declared 
that child friendly progressive 
legislations such as POCSO, 
2012 and PCMA, 2006 were 
both “secular and special”, 
having an overriding effect 
on other legislations.

The patriarchy fought back 
with another set of salvos, 
with concerns to protect boys 
and men who are languish-
ing in Observation homes and 
Jails; with bizarre arguments 
to portray welfare of girls. In 
recent times the questions 
as to status of ‘romantic re-
lationships’ within POCSO, 
2012; has been under much 
discussion. Forgetting com-

pletely how power dynamics, 
socialization and culture of 
silence works. How most of 
such romances are preceded 
by series of illegal acts of stalk-
ing (online/offline), voyeur-
ism, harassment, coercion, 
threats and allurements 
trapping the victim to agree. 
Post 2017 there are growing 
concerns for the rights of 
girls ‘to choose’ and ‘agency 
of the child’ etc as a frontal 
arguments; with the intent 
to reverse the situation and 
providing cover fire to pro-
tect men intending to exploit 
minor girls. There are calls to 
decrease the age of consent, 
allowing unrestricted minor 
marriages. Surprisingly the 
grave concerns of girls as to 
her health, education, aspi-
rations etc are missing on 
the discussion points. What 
take supremacy are the her 
right to have sex, right to 
chose her partner and right 
to move away (elope) from 
lawful guardianship with 
her wish. Sadly none of such 
arguments have answers as to 
what after that.

There is a pending Prohibi-
tion of Child Marriage Amend-
ment Bill, 2021 already tabled 
and under consideration be-
fore the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Education, 
Women, Children, Youth and 
Sports (EWCY&S) which in-
tends to raise the age of mar-

riage for girls at par with the 
boys to 21 years. The law 
proposed takes forward the 
Constitutional Mandate of 
gender equality based on the 
recommendations by the Task 
Force, Niti Ayog (task force to 
examine matters pertaining 
to age of motherhood).

There can be no doubt that 
the position of girls in the 
society has changed and it 
must continue to do so. Post 
the implementation of Right to 
Education in 2009, the num-
ber of call received against 
child marriage by Child 
Helpline 1098 has increased 
drastically. The efforts by the 
government to legally recog-
nize, child marriage as rights 
violation, taking appropriate 
punitive action, will have a 
positive long term impact. 
Girls, betrayed by family and 
society, have to be saved from 
forced early marriages and a 
strong message of it being a 
criminal act and not merely 
a social issue, from the State 
was much needed. The gov-
ernment without delay must 
amend Article 21A of the Con-
stitution to extend the right 
to education for girls till class 
12 in the true spirit of “Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao”.

Vikram Srivastava is an advo-
cate and founder of Independent 
Thought. He has been working on 
child marriage for many years.

Assam drive to end child marriages is praiseworthy

opinion
Sumeet mehta
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The Calcutta High Court 
Prasanta Bhatta v. Abdul Sk 
observed and has set aside an 
order of acquittal for the of-
fence of dishonour of cheque 
under Section 138 of the Nego-
tiable Instruments Act, 1881. It 
has been opined by the courts 
the rights of a party should 
not be prejudiced due to an 
inadvertent mistake which is 
being made by the advocate 
representing the party.
The bench headed by Justice 
Ananya Bandyopadhyay ob-
served that a mistake which 
being on the part of the 
learned advocate represent-
ing beyond any party which is 
his/her knowledge should not 

act as a prejudice against his 
or her contentions and rights.
In the said case the court was 
adjudicating upon an appeal 
filed by the appellant bank 
against an order of acquit-
tal passed by the concerned 
trial court for the offence of 
dishonour of cheque under 
Section 138 of the Negotiable 
Instruments Act, 1881.
However, the concerned 
trial court had acquitted the 
respondent under Section 
256 of Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure which contemplates 
the dismissal on default of 
complainant. Therefore, it 
is being provided that the 
Court may, after issuance of 
summons, if the complainant 
does not appear and acquit 

the accused unless for some 
reason it thinks it proper for 
adjourning the hearing of the 
case to some other day.
In the present case, the High 
Court was apprised by the 
amicus curiae that the con-
cerned advocate representing 
the complainant bank was 
absent in the trial court due 
to his illness and it has been 
submitted by his junior inad-
vertently before the trial court 
that a settlement had been 
reached between the parties 
and that the complainant 
bank was unwilling to pursue 
the case any further.
Accordingly, an order has 
been passed by the trial court 
wherein acquitting the re-
spondent under Section 256 

of Code of Criminal Procedure. 
The court filed an application 
on behalf of the complainant 
bank to recall the impugned 
acquittal order.
The bench headed by Justice 
Bandyopadhyay noted that 
the concerned trial court 
could not recall the impugned 
acquittal order after signing 
the same in view of Section 
362 of Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure which places bar on 
the Court to ‘alter’ or ‘review’ 
its order or judgment.
It has also been directed by 
the Trial Court to dispose of 
the matter as expeditiously 
as possible without granting 
any adjournment to either of 
the parties except for any un-
foreseen circumstances.

IN COURT

Calcutta High Court Sets Aside 
Acquittal In Cheque Dishonour 
Case: Advocate’s Mistake Should Not 
Prejudice Party’s Rights [S.256 CrPC]
TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court in the case Rashida 
Begum @ Rashida Khatun v. Union of In-
dia observed and has recently directed the 
Foreigners’ Tribunal, Kamrup, Assam for 
considering afresh petition of a woman 
against whom an order alleging that she 
had entered Assam from East Pakistan after 
25.03.1971, was being passed by the tribunal 
ex parte.
The bench comprising of CJI DY Chandra-
chud and Justice Dipankar Datta was hear-
ing the plea.
In the present case, the said court was con-
sidering an order of the Foreigners’ Tribunal, 
Kamrup, wherein a notice has been issued 
on 28.12.2007 to the appellant wherein it 
has been alleged before the court that she 
had entered Assam from the East Pakistan. 
Therefore, the said appellant did not appear 
before the Tribunal and the same was being 
proceeded against ex parte. In the said case 
the tribunal relied upon the report of the En-
quiry Officer wherein it is stated that in pur-
suance of the order of the Superintendent of 
Police he visited the house of the appellant, 
but being asked to produce documents and 
she being unable to do so. It has been held 
by the appellant to be a foreigner who had 
entered India after 25.03.1971. Thus, the ap-
pellant moved by the High court against the 

said order and the plea filed was dismissed 
as it has been held by the High Court that 
though the appellant had placed the reli-
ance on certain documents, the same is not 
being open to the court wherein exercising 
the writ jurisdiction to sit in an appeal over 
the findings of fact which is being recorded 
by the Tribunal. It has also been noted by 
the High Court that it has been failed by 
the appellant to appear in the enquiry and 
that since her citizenship status was being 
enquired into on the orders of the Superin-
tendent of Police, the Tribunal arrived at the 
ultimate conclusion and the same could not 
be faulted.
The counsel, Advocate Prateek Dhankhar 
appeared on behalf of the appellant relied 
upon following documents, which he stated 
and was not considered by the tribunal:
(i) An extract from the Voters’ List of 1971 
with regards of Abdul Rashid s/o Sonaul-
lah, who being the appellant claims to be her 
father; (ii) A copy of the registered sale deed 
which is being executed by Abdul Rashid on 
27.05.1976; and
(iii) A copy of the school leaving certificate 
dated 3.07.1997 which descibed the appel-
lant as a daughter of ‘Abdur’ Rashid.
Accordingly, the order has been set aside by 
the court which is being passed by the Tri-
bunal and the High Court for facilitating a 
fresh determination

The Karnataka High Court 
in the case Cheluvaraju And 
Information Commissioner, 
Central Information Com-
mission & Others observed 
and has termed as ‘prepos-
terous’ a plea which is be-
ing filed by one Cheluvraju 
wherein seeking to declare 
an affidavit which is being 
filed by the Government of 
India before the Central In-

formation Commission in 
his application, as the same 
being bad in law.

In the said case, the appli-
cation has been filed by the 
petitioner under the Right 
to Information Act before 
the Commission seeking 
certain information. An af-
fidavit has been filed before 
the court by the Ministry of 
Housing and the Urban Af-
fairs. The court dismissed 
the application made by the 

petitioner.
Further, the petitioner ap-

proached the court to de-
clare that the affidavit which 
is filed by the Ministry is to 
be bad in law and it did not 
challenge the order passed 
by the Central Information 
Commission.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice M Nagaprasanna ob-
served and has stated that 
the petitioner seeks a writ at 
the hands of this Court to set 

aside the affidavit which is 
being filed by the second re-
spondent before the Central 
Information Commission.

The court observed that 
the said prayer is sought is 
preposterous to say the least. 
The court while answering 
the writ in the nature of the 
prayer that is being sought 
would be glorifying prepos-
terousness.

Accordingly, the court re-
jected the said plea.

IN COURT

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: EX-PARTE 
ORDER OF FOREIGNERS TRIBUNAL 
SETTING ASIDE WHICH DECLARED 
A WOMAN FOR NON-INDIAN

KARNATAKA HIGH COURT: ASKING HIGH COURT TO SET ASIDE AFFIDAVIT 
FILED BY OPPOSITE PARTY BEFORE ANOTHER FORUM ‘PREPOSTEROUS’

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 

The Supreme Court 
in the case observed 
and has stayed an or-

der which is passed by the 
Kerala High Court wherein 
the court directed a 23-year 
old woman, who is being 
stated to be in a same-sex 
relationship for undertak-
ing the counselling. An or-
der has been passed by the 
High Court in a habeas cor-
pus petition which is field 
by her same-sex partner 
wherein it is alleged that she 
had been illegally detained 
by her parents.

The counsel appearing 
for the petitioner informed 
the bench that it has been 
directed by the High Court 
that the woman to undergo 
gender sensitisation coun-
selling. It has also been ar-
gued by the petitioner that 
the direction which are 
being issued by the High 
Court is an invasion on 
personal autonomy and an 
affront to dignity. It has also 
been pointed out that the 
directions has been passed 
by the Madras High Court 
against coercing LGBTQ+ 
the people who undergo 
counselling.

In the said case, a notice 
has been issued by the Su-

preme Court to the parents 
of the woman. Therefore, 
it has also  been directed 
by the Apex Court that the 
said production of the al-
leged detenu before Family 
Court at Kollam. Further, it 
has also been directed by 
the Presiding Officer of the 
Family Court for arranging 
an interview of the alleged 
detenu with Ms Saleena 
V.G. Nair, the member of the 

e-committee of Supreme 
Court and the judicial officer 
from Kerala, for ascertain-
ing her stand.

Further, it has been noted 
by the court in its order that 
the office shall after interact-
ing with the detenu submit a 
report after ascertaining her 
wishes and on whether she 
being voluntarily residing 
with her parents or is being 
kept under illegal detention. 

The court also stated that it 
shall be ensure by the Prin-
cipal Judge of the Family 
Court and Ms Saleena that 
the statement of the detenu 
is being recorded in a fair 
and free manner without 
any coercion or duress from 
the said parents. Therefore, 
this court submitted the said 
report in a sealed cover be-
fore the next date of listing

IN COURT

SUPREME COURT: STAYED HIGH 
COURT DIRECTION TO WOMEN 
IN SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIP 
TO UNDERGO COUNSELLING
TDG NETWORK 

The Allahabad High 
Court in the case Mahen-
dra Pratap Singh vs. State 
Of U.P. Thru. Secy. Home 
U.P. Civil Secrett. Lko. 
And Others observed 
and has noted that as per 
the judgement of Arnesh 
Kumar, the arrest should 
be the exception where 
the offence is being pun-
ishable with less than 7 
years imprisonment and 
the notice for appearance 
under Section 41A Code 
of Criminal Procedure 
should be served on the 
accused in such cases 
instead of arrest. In the 
said case the arrest can be 
made in exceptional cir-
cumstances in such cases, 
but the court decided the 
reasons which have to be 
recorded in writing.

In the present case, the 
writ plea has been moved 
by the accused wherein 
challenging the FIR 
against him , it has been 
submitted by the senior 
counsel appearing for the 
petitioner confined his 
prayer to issuing direc-
tions to the police authori-
ties to follow the mandate 
of Section 41A Code of 
Criminal Procedure.

The court disposed of 
the same matter by issu-
ing of the following order:

The court dispose of the 
plea with the direction 
to the police authorities 
concerned to follow the 
mandate of Section 41A 
of Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure and also the di-

rection has been issued 
by the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court in the case of  
Arnesh Kumar Vs. State 
of Bihar.

It has also been noted 
by the said court that as 
per the FIR which is be-
ing registered against 10 
persons and other un-
known people, the said 
allegations which are 
made against the accused 
are that he, along with 
the other persons tore the 
copies of Ramcharitma-
nas and has burnt them 
in a public place by tram-
pling the same under their 
feet and the shouted slo-
gans in support of former 
minister Swami Prasad 
Maurya and made lewd 
comments against those 
who believe in Ramcharit-
manas.

However, in the said 
case the controversy 
pertaining to Ramcharit-
manas arose after Sama-
jwadi Party leader Swami 
Prasad Maurya, in a 
statement, wherein it is 
alleged claimed that cer-
tain chaupayi of the Ram-
charitmanas insult a large 
section of society on the 
basis of caste and further 
it has been demanded that 
all these are banned. It 
has also been claimed by 
him that it also promoted 
social discrimination.

The counsels, Senior 
Advocate Jyotindra Mis-
ra along with advocates 
Pradeep Kumar Shukla, 
AnjaniKumar Dvivedi, 
Mayank Dwivedi ap-
peared for the petitioner.

The Supreme Court in the 
case M/s. PLR Projects Pvt. 
Ltd. v. Mahanadi Coalfields 
Limited And Ors observed 
and has refused to close the 
contempt proceedings filed 
against the lawyers, who 
are being indulged in van-
dalism in court premises 
during their strike demand-
ing the formation of new 
Benches of the High Court 
of Orissa.

The bench comprising of 
Justice S.K. Kaul and Jus-
tice Manoj Misra was hear-
ing the present matter. The 
counsel, Senior Advocate, 
Vijay Hansaria appraised 
the bench that the lawyers 
against whom the Apex 
Court had issued contempt 
notices have tendered un-
conditional apology. Thus, it 
has also been sought by the 
court indulgence in closing 
the contempt proceedings 
by accepting the apology. 
It has also been submitted 
by the court that the said 
message has gone loud and 
clear to the advocates and 
the advocates would not be 
indulge in such activities in 
the future. 

The bench headed by 
Justice Kaul observed and 
stated that it did not seem to 
be impressed by the sugges-
tion. In the said opinion the 
apology was being tendered 
which is merely to wiggle 
out of the uncomfortable 

situation that the lawyers 
who find themselves in.

In its order, the bench 
stated that it is also being 
mentioned that the advo-
cates and the associations 
have tendered an unquali-
fied apology and the same 
needs to be accepted. In the 
view of the of the court it is 
to early in the day to do that, 
because of their past con-
duct in the earlier proceed-
ings and this being a second 
time.

The counsel, Senior Ad-
vocate, Arvind Datar, ap-
pearing on behalf of the 
Orissa High Court has been 
requested by the bench to 
consider for passing the 
direction to the concerned 
advocates and associations 
for giving up an under-
taking that the advocates 
would not display such mis-
demeanour in the future. It 
has also been recorded by 
the bench in its order, that 

the stated affidavits which 
ought to have been accom-
panied by such an under-
taking.

It has been requested by 
the bar council of India 
and clarified that the con-
tempt proceedings before 
the Supreme Court does 
not impede BCI from going 
ahead with its disciplinary 
proceedings.

This being the first step 
that the Apex court was 
faced with such strikes by 
the lawyers in Odisha.

The bench headed by Jus-
tice Justice Kaul observed 
earlier in 2020 and has 
directed the Bar Council 
of India and the Odisha 
Bar Council for taking ap-
propriate actions against 
advocates who had been 
abstained from the court 
work, for the breach of their 
said duties and for the said 
obstruction of the judicial 
process.

IN COURT IN COURT

ALLAHABAD HIGH COURT 
TO POLICE: MAN ACCUSED 
OF BURNING COPIES OF 
RAMCHARITMANAS| ‘FOLLOW 
S. 41A CRPC MANDATE, ARNESH 
KUMAR GUIDELINES’

Supreme Court Refused To 
Close Contempt Proceedings 
Against Odissa Lawyer For 
Strike: Want To See If Self 
Apology Really Comes From 
The Heart

TDG NETWORK 

TDG NETWORK 



policy & politicsthe daily guardian review
wedne sday |  08 february 2023

new delhi 9

analysis
CHETNA ALAGH AND 
BHAVYADEEP SINGH

The importance of ju-
dicial precedents is 
evidential. For bet-

ter adjudication of cases 
of different perspectives, 
courts are segregated. Ma-
jor changes can be seen in 
the aspect of corporate law 
via the purview of Company 
Law. It is very evident that 
the corporate structure is 
growing very fast along with 
various changes taking place 
each day. For the purpose of 
segregating the jurisdiction 
of the matters, several tribu-
nals have been established 
so far. NCLT and SEBI are 
two of the main tribunals 
in the country dealing with 
the aspects of the corporate 
framework. However, re-
cently, there has been seen 
a clash in the jurisdiction of 
both the tribunals i.e.,in the 
case of IFB Agro Industries 
Ltd.’s case against SICGIL 
India Ltd.

Recently, the apex court in 

an appeal has clarified the 
position of both tribunals 
and has redefinedits scope 
in terms of insider trading. 
Parallel jurisdiction refers 
to a term that explains the 
jurisdiction of more than 
one authority to look after 
the matter in the same man-
ner. However, in the present 
scenario, the term has been 
stated as void with respect 
to NCLT and SEBI for a par-
ticular matter. 

The case revolves around 
a listed and a non-listed 
company. The tussle is for 
the validity or non-validity 
of the action of the Appel-
lant in pursuit of Regula-
tion 7(1) of the SEBI (SAST) 
Regulations. It states that it is 
mandatory for the acquirer 
to hold more than 5% of the 
shares of a company to get 
the disclosure of some in-
formation. For the reason of 
negligence on the part of the 
respondent company, the ap-

pellant was unaware of the 
acquisition. In this matter. 
The question that was posed 
before NCLT was in regard 
to buyback with respect to 
Section 111A of the 1956 Act. 
However, the tribunal failed 
to address the same.

The appeal filed before 
NCLAT was in regard to 
the mistake made by the 
subordinate tribunal. In the 
appeal, the tribunal allowed 
the appeal, and NCLT was 
set aside. Till here, the matter 
was only concerned with the 
matter of buyback. However, 
the matter triggered the is-
sue of reading SEBI with the 
companies Act to deal with 
the present scenario. 

In accordance with the 
SEBI (SAST) Regulations of 
1997 and the SEBI (PIT) Reg-
ulations of 1992, which of 
the appropriate venues can 
adjudicate and determine 
violations and the resulting 
actions?

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India 
(Substantial Acquisition 
of Shares and Takeover) 
Regulations, 1997, and the 
Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (Prohibition 
of Insider, Regulations, 1992, 
framed under the Securities 
and Exchange Board of India 
Act, 1992, required the Court 
to select the appropriate fo-
rum for adjudication and 
determination of violations.

The major question was 
also regarding the scope 
and ambit of Section 111A of 
the 1956 Act. The fact that a 
Board/Company Court has 
rectificatory powers under 
Section 38 of the Compa-
nies Act, 1913, Section 155 of 
the 1956 Act, Section 111A, 
which was added by the 1996 

Amendment to the 1956 Act, 
and finally Section 59 of the 
2013 Act all demonstrate 
that these powers have re-
mained the same in their 
core. The ability to make 
changes or corrections to the 
member register is a sum-
mary power. The correction 
must be limited to the facts 
that are obvious and do not 
necessitate serious inves-
tigation and must relate to 
them. Hence, the issue gets 
resolved by merely reading 
the required regulations and 
getting familiar with the re-
quired statutes. 

“The SEBI (SAST) Regu-
lations post and the SEBI 
(PIT) Regulations post are 
comparable. The buyer of 
more than 5% of a com-
pany’s shares is required to 
notify the company and the 
stock market under Chapter 
III’s Regulation. Failure to 

disclose is illegal under this 
restriction. The procedures 
for the Board’s investigation 
and enforcement are dis-
cussed in Chapter V. The 
Board’s authority to desig-
nate an investigating officer 
(Regulation 38), the sending 
of a show-cause notice to the 
acquirer (Regulation 39), 
the obligation for the inves-
tigating authority to submit 
a report as soon as possible 
(Regulation 41), the obliga-
tion to provide the acquirer 
with the report and provide 
him with a hearing oppor-
tunity before passing penal 
orders (Regulation 42), and, 
finally, the Board’s powers 
(Regulation 44) are all in-
cluded in these procedures. 

It is essential to keep in 
mind that breaking the 
rules outlined in Regulation 
45 carries severe penalties. 
The responsibility will be 

governed by the SEBI Act 
and the Regulations. Again, 
the SEBI (SAST) Regulation 
is a comprehensive plan 
that includes an inquiry, an 
investigation, a report from 
the investigating officer, 
procedural safeguards for 
the acquirer, and the Board’s 
restitution order or instruc-
tions. All these regulations 
are evident to portray a clear 
description of the power of 
the SEBI tribunal to comply 
with the matters. 

Scope of Section 111A of the 
1956 Act,is concerned with 
rectification in the Regis-
ter of Members. This was 
added in the act of 1956 by 
the amendment of 1996. The 
Supreme Court in the case 
of Ammonia Supplies Cor-
poration (P) Ltd. v. Modern 
Plastic Containers Pvt. Ltd. 
&Ors. Held that the scope 
of the following provision is 

very limited. The power here 
is summary in nature. 

The Supreme Court noted 
that Section 30 of the SEBI 
Act grants it the authority 
to create regulations to safe-
guard investors’ interests. 
For PIT Violation: The SEBI 
(PIT) Regulations, which 
are established under the 
authority of the SEBI Act, 
have a well-established pro-
cedure for inquiry, punitive 
action, and adjudication. 
Because of this, IFB Agro 
cannot circumvent SEBI 
as an adjudicating author-
ity; in essence, IFB Agro is 
procedurally jumping the 
mechanism established by 
SEBI, which even deprives 
SICGIL of adjudicatory pro-
ceedings and justice.

Again, the SEBI (SAST) 
Regulation is a comprehen-
sive plan that covers inquiry, 
investigation, report submis-
sion by the investigating of-
ficer, procedural safeguards 
in favour of the acquirer, and 
the Board’s restitution order 
or instructions. By submit-
ting an application under 
Section 111A of the 1956 Act 
claiming that parallel juris-
diction with the SEBI and 
CLB/Tribunal exists, this 
entire procedure cannot 
be sped up. The complain-
ant’s transaction must be 
examined by the regulator, 
who alone is responsible for 
determining whether the 
SEBI Act and Regulations 
were violated.

It has been stated by the 
court that “We are of the 
opinion that the important 
role of the Regulator cannot 
be circumvented by simply 
asking for rectification un-
der Section 111A of the 1956 
Act after considering the 

comprehensive role that the 
SEBI plays in regulating the 
securities market with re-
gard to insider trading. It is 
against the law to take this 
approach. A transaction that 
is alleged to have violated the 
SEBI (PIT) Regulations will 
need to be examined in ac-
cordance with those regula-
tions and the remedies they 
provide.”

With regard to the over-
lapping jurisdictions of 
regulators and adjudicatory 
forums, this is a landmark 
decision. In the event that the 
aggrieved party approaches 
a forum where favourable or 
faster relief can be obtained 
rather than the appropriate 
forum, this judgment alone 
lays the foundation for pre-
venting further disputes. 
The decision provides an 
impenetrable means of dis-
tinguishing between cor-
porate action and activity 
regulatory jurisdiction and 
company law jurisdiction in 
general. This judgment pro-
vides for distinguishing be-
tween the generalized view 
of an entity’s existence in 
law and the specialized laws 
that the entity is subject to 
by virtue of the nature of its 
activities. Since every entity 
that falls under the jurisdic-
tion of SEBI, TRAI, or IRDA 
is a company, NCLT also has 
jurisdiction over it.

The Supreme Court in 
this case has again clarified 
that the tribunals should act 
with independence. Also, the 
overlapping in the jurisdic-
tions will again disturb the 
judicial system of the coun-
try. Hence, it should be done 
strictly in compliance with 
the provisions of the con-
cerned legislation.

PARALLEL JURISDICTION TUSSLEOF NCLT – 
SEBI OVER INSIDER TRADING REGULATIONS

ANALYSIS 

 INTRODUCTION

In India, litigation is the 
standard method of dispute 
resolution that has been 
chosen by the common peo-
ple since ages. Although this 
is the most popular dispute 
resolution mechanism, it 
is time-consuming, non-
confidential and costs the 
parties almost a fortune. 
Apart from these, there are 
a number of other disadvan-
tages of choosing litigation 
as a dispute resolution, due 
to which disputants have 
started resorting to alterna-
tive dispute resolution tech-
niques.[1]

There are five main alter-
native dispute resolution 
mechanisms i.e. Arbitra-
tion, Mediation, Concilia-
tion, Negotiation and Lok 
Adalat. Although these dis-
pute resolution techniques 
seem to have evolved over 
the previous three decades, 
their presence and use in 
ancient Indian history can-
not be denied.

Developments in technol-
ogy and cyberspace have 
brought a new dimension 
to these alternative dispute 
resolution techniques. On-
line Dispute Resolution 

(ODR) is an online dispute 
resolution mechanism 
where disputes are resolved 
through virtual platforms 
instead of the physical pres-
ence of the parties. This 
concept of online dispute 
resolution as a dispute 
resolution mechanism was 
introduced in the 1990s.[2]

It can take place in two 
formats, i.e. resolution 
of online disputes taking 
place in the cyber domain 
and disputes that arise in 
the physical world, but the 
mode of resolution is cho-
sen as a virtual mode. These 
disputes are resolved by the 
parties through various on-
line platforms that provide 
online dispute resolution 
services.

Among all dispute resolu-
tion mechanisms, Arbitra-
tion and Mediation are the 
most popular and at the 
same time advantageous 
techniques for resolving 
disputes between parties. 
These techniques are also 
advantageous when resolv-
ing disputes on a virtual 
platform. Electronic arbi-
tration and electronic me-
diation are more convenient 
due to the intervention of a 

neutral third party, which 
helps to better resolve the 
dispute.

E-ARBITRATION
Arbitration is one of the 
globally recognized alter-
native dispute resolution 
mechanisms known for 
its finality of orders and 
awards. The revolution in 
technology and the Inter-
net has not only rapidly 
increased the importance 
of arbitration through con-
ventional methods, but also 
through online platforms. 
Unlike traditional arbitra-
tion, the procedure of elec-
tronic arbitration depends 
on the availability, use and 
knowledge of technology in 
addition to the financial side 
and the availability of the 
arbitrator. It has been intro-
duced as a dynamic dispute 
resolution technique over 
the years as it changes as 
technology changes.

Unlike conventional ar-
bitration proceedings, e-

arbitration offers greater 
flexibility to the parties. Al-
though it is a long process, 
it is much more convenient 
for the parties. The first 
step to using E-Arbitration 
is choosing the platform on 
which the Arbitration will 
take place. After deciding 
on a platform, the parties, 
through their legal repre-
sentatives, register on in-
dividual platforms and file 
lawsuits.[3]

The applications are then 
followed by the digital sign-
ing of the documents by the 
parties. Registration fees 
and arbitration administra-
tive fees are calculated as 
per the IDRC Arbitration 
Rules, 2018. This process 
is facilitated by both types 
of dispute resolution tech-
niques listed above. Next, 
the allocation of Arbitrators 
is carried out, followed by 
the distribution of notices 
to the parties concerned.

Once the notices are sent 
to the parties, the virtual 

platform will complete the 
process of booking time 
slots based on availability. 
These bookings can be for 
both online and offline ses-
sions. This is followed by the 
payment of slot reservation 
or registration fees.

After the date and time of 
the arbitration sessions have 
been scheduled, the process 
begins with the presence of 
the parties, their represen-
tatives and the arbitrators, 
along with one representa-
tive of the platform, who 
takes responsibility for con-
ducting the entire session. 
If it is an online arbitration 
session, then the entire pro-
cess takes place through a 
video conference where the 
affected parties and mem-
bers involved in the matter 
are given specific mandates 
to negotiate.

The proceedings lead to 
the signing of the contract 
after the parties have dis-
cussed the issues and re-
solved them with the help 

of an arbitrator. In a virtual 
session, the signing of the 
contract is done through 
digital signatures.[4]

E-MEDIATION
Mediation is considered 
the most preferred method 
among other dispute reso-
lution mechanisms. This is 
because it is a client-driven 
process and a third party 
or neutral party acts only to 
assist in mediation unlike 
arbitration where the deci-
sion of the arbitrator is final 
and binding on the parties.

However, the advent of 
technology has brought 
certain changes to the E-
mediation process. Most 
electronic service provid-
ers that provide a platform 
for parties to conduct the 
mediation process have re-
placed electronic mediators 
with technology. In such sit-
uations, the system takes in-
put from parties about their 
problems and provides so-
lutions based on that input. 
This procedure can take 
place either through e-mails 
or via video conference.

Although artificial intelli-
gence has replaced the hu-
man need in various cases, 
there are cases where a hu-
man can step in and resolve 
disputes effectively. While 
electronic service provid-
ers provide electronic inter-
mediation services without 
third party intervention, 
failures have occurred in 
such situations.

The mediation process 
is well established due to 
the intervention of a third 

party who understands 
the gravity of the situation 
and allows both parties to 
be aware of their needs and 
well-being. Technological 
progress negates the human 
factor in the process, which 
increases the risk of its fail-
ure[9]. Some e-service pro-
viders offer the E-mediation 
process as a substitute after 
the failure of the negotiation 
process between the parties.
[5]

The entire procedure for 
e-mediation is similar to e-
arbitration, where the par-
ties decide on a platform for 
the process, based on which 
registration, booking, pay-
ment and then proceedings 
follow. Since the process 
is non-binding, the parties 
may or may not agree to the 
terms.

CONVENTIONAL 
MECHANISM OR ODR: 
A COMPARISON
Conventional alternative dis-
pute resolution techniques 
and online dispute resolu-
tion techniques have their 
own advantages and disad-
vantages. However, online 
dispute resolution is still 
considered a better way to 
resolve disputes compared 
to the conventional mode. 
The reasons are as follows:

Online dispute resolution 
is a more flexible and infor-
mal process compared to 
conventional ADR methods, 
which is governed by strict 
rules and procedures.

ODR is a more time-saving 
mechanism compared to 
physical ADR mechanisms.

ODR is comparatively 
more cost effective.

It is a better way to resolve 
disputes when the relation-
ship between the parties has 
been destroyed to a greater 
extent. It helps the proceed-
ings run smoothly when 
these parties are distant. For 
example, in marital disputes.
[6]

It proves to be more ad-
vantageous in cases where 
the parties could not appear 
for the physical proceedings, 
as they can participate in the 
proceedings from any part of 
the world.

Despite the hurdle of tech-
nological illiteracy and con-
nectivity issues during the 
procedure, it is still consid-
ered a better dispute resolu-
tion mechanism compared 
to conventional methods.[7]

Dispute Resolution : An Analysis
ADR
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7 injured in 
two terrorist 
attacks in 
Quetta
ISLAMABAD: Seven 
people were injured in 
two terrorist attacks in 
Pakistan’s Quetta. The 
terrorist attacks took 
place near Police Lines 
on Gulistan Road and 
Mano Jan Road on Sun-
day, Dawn reported. 
Five people, including an 
office-bearer of the Civil 
Secretariat Staff Associ-
ation, were injured in the 
first terrorist attack that 
took place near Police 
Lines on Gulistan Road 
on Sunday. The police of-
ficials said that the blast 
took place near a bridge, 
as per the Dawn report. 
The outlawed Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
claimed responsibility 
for the blast, calling it 
a suicide bombing. Ac-
cording to eyewitnesses, 
police have collected the 
‘bomber’s remains’ from 
the site of the attack. 

3.8 magnitude 
earthQuake 
rattles Buffalo 
in new York
NEW YORK: A 3.8 mag-
nitude earthquake hit 
New York’s Buffalo City 
on Monday morning, the 
US Geological Survey 
reported. “Notable 
quake, preliminary info: 
M 3.8 - 2 km ENE of 
West Seneca, New York,” 
USGS tweeted. As per 
The New York Post, the 
quake was detected 
around 6:15 am in the 
town of West Seneca, 
just outside the city of 
Buffalo.The National 
Weather Service said it 
was unknown whether 
there was any dam-
age from the quake, 
which “was felt strongly 
by many people in the 
Buffalo, NY area.” It 
said it also was not im-
mediately known if any 
injuries were reported 
from the temblor. The 
surveillance camera in 
the region captured a 
living room at the mo-
ment the quake hit, with 
a loud bang, followed by 
the noise of items falling 
and a dog barking, The 
New York Post reported.

christian 
laBourer 
Beaten to death 
in Pak’s PunjaB
LAHORE: A Christian 
labourer identified as 
Emanuel Masih was 
beaten to death by Mohd. 
Waseem, a land owner 
on allegation of stealing 
oranges from his field.
The incident occurred on 
Monday in the Khanewal 
area of Punjab province. 
Waseem and four men 
approached Masih and 
accused him of stealing 
the fruits from his field, 
and started beating him 
which ultimately led 
to the death of Masih. 
Showing their concern 
over the persecution of 
Christians in Pakistan, 
the UN experts recently 
said they were con-
cerned by the continued 
persecution and acts of 
violence perpetrated by 
State and non-state ac-
tors in Pakistan, fuelled 
by claims of apostasy 
and blasphemy, often 
targeting religious or 
belief minorities. Minori-
ties are being treated 
with animosity They are 
being persecuted killed 
on petty issues.

china’s esPionage

un, who disPatch 
forces, medical aid 
for Quake-hit turkeY

we’re under no illusions: u.s. on 
challenges, threats from china

The United Nations (UN) 
and World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) in a 
humanitarian effort have 
dispatched emergency re-
sponse teams and Medical 
Teams to Turkey for rescue 
and relief after a deadly 7.8 
magnitude earthquake 
claimed numerous lives.

According to CNN, the 
United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs 
(UNOCHA) stated emer-
gency response teams 
from the United Nations 
Disaster Assessment and 
Coordination (UNDAC) 
are sent to Turkey to as-
sist the country in tough 
times. Moreover, WHO’s 
Emergency Medical Teams 
(EMTs) are being mobi-
lized to Turkey to assist 
in the humanitarian re-
sponse.

The United States an-
nounced it will send two 
search and rescue units 
to Turkey, while the Eu-
ropean Union launched 
its crisis response mecha-
nism, as per CNN. Accord-
ing to the Russian Defense 
Ministry, 10 Russian army 
units totalling more than 
300 personnel are clean-
ing debris and assisting in 
search and rescue efforts 
in Syria.

In reaction to the earth-
quake in Turkey, Japan 

has dispatched its Disaster 
Relief Rescue Team, the 
Japanese Ministry of For-
eign Affairs announced on 
Monday.

“Upon the request of the 
Government of Turkey, 
and in light of humanitar-
ian perspective and Japan’s 
friendship relations with 
Turkey, Japan has decided 
to provide this emergency 
assistance to Turkey to 
meet its humanitarian 
needs,” CNN reported cit-
ing the statement.

Turkey and Syria were 
hit by three consecutive 
devastating earthquakes 
of magnitude 7.8, 7.6 and 
6.0 on Monday. The initial 
quake of 7.8-magnitude 
was followed by dozens 
of powerful aftershocks, 
including one recorded at 
7.5 magnitudes in the same 
fault zone of south-central 
Turkey on Monday after-
noon. Most of the damage 
is in southern Turkey and 
northern and central Syria.

The death toll in Turkey 
and in neighbouring Syria 
following powerful earth-
quakes on Monday rose 
to over 4,000, the Wash-
ington Post reported. It is 
the strongest earthquake 
to hit Turkey in more than 
a decade. Thousands of 
emergency responders 
have been searching for 
people amid the rubble of 
collapsed buildings, and 
medical teams have been 
tending to the injured. 

US on Monday said that it 
is under no illusions about 
the challenges and threats 
that it faces from China in 
many ways.

During the State Depart-
ment briefing on Monday, 
spokesperson Ned Price 
said that the reason behind 
the US engaging in dialogue 
and diplomacy is to manage 
the competition and to also 
set guardrails on a relation-
ship that is complex and 
consequential. The US has 
numerous concerns from 
China, espionage being one 
out of many.

“We’re under no illusions 
about the challenges about 
the threats we face from 
the PRC. The reason we 
have sought to engage in 
dialogue, in diplomacy, is 
in the first instance to man-
age that competition, to see 
to it that that competition 
doesn’t veer into conflict, 
but also to set guardrails on 
a relationship that is com-
plex, that is consequential, 
precisely because we have 
a number of concerns about 

PRC behavior, espionage 
being one of them,” Ned 
Price said.

Earlier this week, a sus-
pected Chinese spy balloon 
was first spotted in the sky 
over Montana in the US, 
travelling across the middle 
of the country, before it was 
shot down by the US mili-
tary on Saturday.

Earlier, US President Joe 
Biden said that his admin-
istration will “take care” of 
the suspected Chinese spy 
balloon, as per a news re-
port. He made the remarks 

at an airfield in Syracuse in 
New York, where he was 
visiting a family. When 
questioned whether he 
would shoot down the bal-
loon, Biden said, “We’re 
gonna take care of it,” ac-
cording to CNN.

Meanwhile, the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry has said 
that the balloon entered US 
airspace by accident. How-
ever, the US State Depart-
ment called the presence of 
the balloon in US territory 
a “clear violation” of their 
sovereignty and interna-

tional law.
US Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken postponed 
his trip to China this week-
end in light of the incident, 
which he called a “clear vio-
lation of our sovereignty,” 
but said lines of communi-
cation will remain open to 
resolve the issue.

The Pentagon said the 
balloon over the US is be-
ing used for surveillance, 
rejecting China’s claim that 
the aircraft is a “civilian air-
ship” for research that devi-
ated from course.

Turkey has declared 
seven days of national 
mourning after earth-

quakes jolted southern prov-
inces of the country. At least 
1,541 people were killed and 
9733 others were injured 
when two earthquakes hit 
southern provinces of Tur-
key on Monday, Anadolu 
Agency reported citing 
Turkish Vice President Fuat 
Oktay.

An earthquake of mag-
nitude 7.7, centered in the 
Pazarcik district, jolted 
Kahramanmaras and hit 
several provinces, includ-
ing Gaziantep, Sanliurfa, 
Diyarbakir, Adana, Adiya-
man, Malatya, Osmaniye, 
Hatay, and Kilis, as per 
the Anadolu Agency re-
port. Later, an earthquake 
of magnitude 7.6 centered 
in Kahramanmaras’s Elbi-
stan district jolted the re-
gion. Fuat Oktay said that 
earthquakes had a total of 
145 aftershocks and 3,741 
buildings collapsed, as 
per the news report. The 
earthquake was also felt in 
several neighboring coun-
tries, including Lebanon 
and Syria.

Turkey’s Disaster and 
Emergency Management 
Presidency (AFAD) said 
that nearly 9700 search 
and rescue personnel 
have been working in the 
region, as per the news re-
port. According to AFAD, 
there is no tsunami threat 
to the Eastern Mediterra-
nean coasts in Turkey.

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said that 
Turkey was shaken by the 
“biggest disaster” since the 
1939 Erzincan earthquake. 
Erdogan spoke to the may-
ors of Adana, Osmaniye, 
Hatay, and Kilis on the 
phone and was informed 
about search and rescue 
efforts, according to the 
Turkish presidency, as 
per the Anadolu Agency 
report.

Turkey’s National Edu-
cation Minister Mahmut 
Ozer said education in 
Turkey is suspended until 
February 13. Meanwhile, 

Turkey’s Youth and Sports 
Minister Mehmet Kasapo-
glu said all national sports 
events in the country have 
been suspended until fur-
ther notice, according to 
an Anadolu Agency re-
port.

AFAD in a statement 
said that Turkey issued a 
level 4 alarm, which in-
cludes a call for interna-
tional aid. AFAD said that 
international assistance 

was called for through the 
Emergency Response Co-
ordination Center (ERCC) 
after a discussion with the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry, 
as per the news report.

The death toll in Syria 
due to the earthquake has 
reached 237 deaths and 
639 injured, mostly in Lat-
takia, Aleppo, Hama, and 
Tartous, SANA reported. 
As per the news report, 
Syria has called on United 

Nations member states 
and other international 
organizations to help sup-
port the efforts made by 
the Syrian government 
to face the effects of the 
earthquake that jolted the 
nation.   At least 100 af-
tershocks measuring 4.0 
or greater have occurred 
since the 7.8 magnitude 
earthquake struck south-
ern Turkey on Monday 
morning local time, ac-

cording to the United 
States Geological Survey.

The rescue efforts come in 
the wake of a deadly earth-
quake that struck Turkey 
and Syria on Monday. Soon 
after, Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi offered his 
condolences with his office 
saying in a statement that 
“relief material would be 
dispatched immediately” in 
coordination with the Turk-
ish government.

turkeY, sYria Quakes

friends, foes eXtend aid after Quakes
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with immediate effect

Pakistan lifts ban on Wikipedia 
after PM orders restoration

Woman miraculously gives 
birth to baby under rubble

gloBal Powers rush to 
Pledge relief assistance

As the rescue teams are 
constantly carrying out ef-
forts to find people trapped 
under the debris follow-
ing the devastating quake, 
many shocking incidents 
are coming to light after the 
earthquakes in Turkey and 
Syria left thousands dead.  

A women whose identity 
has not been revealed, gave 
birth while trapped in the 
debris. The rescuers, who 
eventually reached her af-
ter an immense effort, dis-
covered that she had died. 

The newborn, howev-
er, was found and retrieved 
alive, highlighting the vic-
tory of life over death.  

A video of the incident 
has gone viral in which a 
man can be seen carrying 
an infant out of the debris 
caused by the earthquake 
that hit Turkey and Syria. 
As per the social media re-
ports, the video was alleg-
edly shot in the Syria. Some 
observers made the state-
ment that the new baby 
might represent a glimmer 
of optimism for things to 
get better. 

The quake, one of the 
strongest to hit the region 
in more than 100 years, 
struck 23 kilometres (14.2 
miles) east of Nurdagi, in 
Turkey’s Gaziantep prov-
ince, at a depth of 24.1 kilo-
metres (14.9 miles), the US 
Geological Survey said.

China on Tuesday offered 
Turkey with USD 6 million 
in emergency aid to Turkey 
for earthquake relief, ac-
cording to state broadcaster 
CCTV.

China expressed condo-
lences and concern for the 
loss of life and property, and 
is in communications with 
both Turkey and Syria, a 
spokesperson from China 
International Development 
Cooperation Agency said. 
China will give a first tranche 
of 40 million yuan (USD 5.9 
million) in emergency aid to 
help Turkey’s relief efforts, 
added CCTV.

China’s Red Cross will 

give emergency aid of USD 
200,000 each to Turkey and 
Syria, it added.

Earlier, Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese 
and New Zealand Prime 
Minister Chris Hipkins on 
Monday announced USD 
11 million in aid for earth-
quake-hit Turkey and Syria, 
reported CNN.

Both leaders pledged a 
combined total of USD 11.5 
million in aid for victims of 
the devastating earthquake.

During a joint news confer-
ence in Canberra on Tues-
day, Albanese said the coun-
try would provide an initial 
USD 10 million in humani-
tarian assistance through the 
Red Cross, Red Crescent and 
humanitarian agencies.
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The earthquakes had a total 145 aftershocks and 3,741 buildings collapsed.

Emergency response teams have been dispatched to Turkey.

Pakistan has lifted the ban 
on the online encyclope-
dia, Wikipedia after the 
country’s Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday 
directed the Pakistan Tele-
communication Author-
ity (PTA) to restore it with 
“immediate effect,” Geo 
News reported.

The decision was taken 
after a three-member min-
isterial committee com-
prising Pakistan’s Minister 
for Law and Justice Azam 
Nazeer Tarar, Minister for 
Economic Affairs and Po-
litical Affairs Ayaz Sadiq, 
and Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcast-
ing Marriyum Aurangzeb 
made the recommenda-
tion, Geo News reported 
citing a statement from the 
Prime Minister’s office. On 
February 1, Pakistan Tele-
communication Author-
ity said that it was “degrad-
ing” Wikipedia services 
in Pakistan over the pres-
ence of “sacrilegious con-
tent”, which the platform 
had been asked to remove. 
However, Wikipedia failed 

to remove the content.
Two days later, Pakistan 

authorities banned the en-
cyclopedia after it failed to 
respond to the objections, 
according to a Geo News 
report. On February 6, 
the matter of the ban was 
placed before Pakistan PM 
Shehbaz Sharif. He consti-
tuted a ministerial commit-
tee for a preliminary exam-
ination of the issue.

According to the state-
ment, the committee said, 
“Wikipedia was a useful 
site/portal which sup-
ported the dissemination 
of knowledge and informa-
tion for the general pub-
lic, students and the aca-
demia.”

According to Geo News 
report, statement further 
said, “Blocking the site in 
its entirety was not a suit-
able measure to restrict ac-
cess to some objectionable 
contents/sacrilegious mat-
ters on it. The unintended 
consequences of this blan-
ket ban, therefore, out-
weigh its benefits.”

After the committee’s 
statement, Shehbaz Sharif 
on Monday directed that 
Wikipedia be restored with 

“immediate effect”. He fur-
ther set up a new cabinet 
committee to look into the 
matter closely, as per the 
news report.

The committee set up by 
Sharif will include Paki-
stan’s Minister for Law and 
Justice, Minister for Eco-
nomic Affairs and Political 
Affairs, Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting, 
Minister for commerce, 
Minister for communica-
tions, and Minister of IT 
and Telecommunication.

The committee’s aim is 
to review the suitability of 
PTA’s ban on Wikipedia 
while checking and sug-
gesting alternative techni-
cal measures for the remov-
al of objectionable content 
on Wikipedia or any other 
online information sites, 
considering the “social cul-
tural and religious sensitiv-
ities” of Pakistan, as per the 
Geo News report.

The committee will also 
share other recommenda-
tions with the aim to con-
trol unlawful online con-
tent in a balanced way and 
has been ordered to present 
it for consideration within 
a week’s time. 
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dire circumstances

Protests in Gilgit-Baltistan 
demanding restoration of power

The investigation commit-
tee found that the flight data 
recorder and cockpit voice 
recorder from the crashed 
Yeti Airlines ATR-72 aircraft, 
which killed all the 72 pas-
sengers on board on Janu-
ary 15 in Nepal, indicated 
that there was a problem in 
the engine.

“In ATR-72 aircraft feather 
means to stay inclined to 90 
degrees in spite of being in 
a certain degree as turned 
by the pilots. In order to in-
crease the speed, the pilot 
has to incline the propeller 
blade using the liver that is in 
the cockpit. With the propel-
ler blade standing at 90 de-
grees, the plane would lose 
aerodynamic movement,” 
the committee said in a re-
port. All 72 people including 
5 Indians and 4 crew mem-
bers lost their lives when a 
Yeti Airlines aircraft ATR-72 
crashed in Pokhara of Nepal 
earlier last month.

The twin-engine ATR 72-
500 aircraft plummeted into 
a gorge as it was approach-
ing Pokhara International 

Airport in the Himalayan 
foothills. The crash site is 
about 1.6 km from the run-
way at an elevation of about 
820 meters (2,700 feet).

Kathmandu Post on Sun-
day quoted Sudarshan Bar-
taula, a spokesperson of Yeti 
Airlines as saying that the 
ATR 72 Yeti airlines aircraft 
crashed between the old air-
port and the Pokhara Inter-
national Airport.

After the incident, Nepal 
Prime Minister Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal promised the 
families of the Yeti airlines 
plane crash victims to “ex-
pedite” the process so that 
they can have the bodies of 
the deceased soon.

The Prime Minister met 
the kin of those killed in the 
tragic crash as he was not 
able to go to the site at the 
time of the accident and as-
sured them of accelerating 
the procedure.

Notably, the families and 
relatives are waiting for the 
bodies to be handed over to 
them at the morgue.

“PM Dahal promised the 
families to hand over the 
bodies as soon as possible 
expediting the procedures. 

probe findings

nepal probe reveals 
faulty engine behind 
yeti airlines crash

Speculation about North Korea’s supreme 
leader Kim Jong Un’s health have again come 
to the fore, after his alleged disappearance 
before the mass parade slated to be held this 
week, Fox News reported on Monday.

Incidentally, North Korea’s capital Pyong-
yang is expected to hold mass parades this 
week but the leader has not been seen in 
public for a month. Fox News cited a South 
Korean-based outlet NK News, in stating that 
Kim skipped a Polibuto meeting on Sunday, 
which is the third time he has done that.

It is pertinent to note that Kim’s longest-
ever disappearance came in 2014 when 
he was not seen in public for 40 days, Fox 
News cited NK News. The mass parades are 
slated to be held in Pyongyang on Tuesday or 
Wednesday and will be celebrating the 75th 
founding anniversary of the Korean People’s 
Army. Whether or not Kim will make an ap-

pearance in the parade, remains to be seen.
Kim may use the parade to showcase the 

latest hardware from his growing nuclear 
weapons and missile program which is also 
a growing concern for the US and its allies in 
Asia, Fox News reported. 

Last week, North Korea condemned the US 
plans to expand its joint exercise with South 
Korea and deploy more advanced military 
assets like bombers and aircraft carriers to 
the region. It even threatened to counter the 
military moves of the US with the “most over-
whelming nuclear force”, Fox News reported.

In 2022, North Korea fired more than 70 
ballistic missiles, which included potential 
nuclear-capable weapons designed to strike 
targets in South Korea or even reach the U.S. 
mainland. In response to the expanded US 
military drills with South Korea, which were 
downsized during the Trump administra-
tion, North Korea even conducted a slew of 
launches which it described as ‘simulated 
nuclear attacks’, Fox News further reported. 

disappearance

Kim Jong’s ‘disappearance’ 
again raises speculation 
about his health

1971 atrocities

final rites

modern agriculture

bangladesh asKs paK to apologise 
for 1971 Killings to improve ties

Former military ruler Musharraf laid 
to rest; Prez, PM skip funeral prayers

Bhutan using drones, GPS 
to manage crops, soil health

Bangladesh has asked 
Pakistan to apologize 
for the 1971 atrocities 

in order to enhance ties be-
tween both the countries.  
The issue was elevated dur-
ing the meeting between 
Bangladeshi Foreign Min-
ister Dr AK Abdul Momen 
and Pakistan’s Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs 
Hina Rabbani Khar in Sri 
Lanka where the ministers 
were present to attend the 
Independence Day celebra-
tions of the island nation.  

“Pakistan wants  to 
strengthen diplomatic re-
lations with Bangladesh. I 
told her (Rabbani) that you 
have to apologise publicly 

first. If you do that, I will 
advocate this for you. Oth-
erwise, we have a political 
reason,” Momen told the 
media in Dhaka.  Asked 
about her reply, he said 
Rabbani had avoided a di-
rect answer and said, “We 

have some limitations.” 
A readout released by 

Bangladesh foreign minis-
try said, “Pakistan should 
formally apologise for 
the atrocities perpetrated 
against unarmed Bangalees 
in 1971”. 

The then East Pakistan 
which later became Ban-
gladesh in 1971 witnessed a 
brutal crackdown of West 
Pakistan forces prompt-
ing protest following the 
elections results in which 
the Awami League, a po-

litical party based in East 
Pakistan won a major-
ity in country’s Parliament. 
However, the military gov-
ernment in West Pakistan 
refused to hand over pow-
er to the Awami League, 
sparking widespread pro-
tests and unrest in East 
Pakistan. 

The civilians during 
this time became victims 
of atrocities of Pakistani 
forces. Tens of thousands 
of people were killed other 
forms of violence and per-
secution was carried out by 
Pakistani forces. By Decem-
ber 16, 1971, the indepen-
dence of Bangladesh was 
declared, with Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, the leader of 
the Awami League, becom-
ing its first president. 

Bhutan has been making 
serious efforts to modern-
ize the country’s agricul-
ture sector through the use 
of technology which in-
volves the use of advanced 
drones and GPS to manage 
crops and soil health, ac-
cording to The Bhutan Live.

Precision agriculture 
helps farmers make in-
formed decisions about 
crop management, increas-
ing efficiency and reducing 
waste, The Bhutan Live 
reported. New techniques, 
tools and equipment are 
being used by Bhutan to 
improve the productiv-
ity and sustainability of the 
country’s agriculture sec-
tor, it said.

The country has adopted 
hydroponic farming. This 
method involves growing 
crops in a controlled envi-
ronment using nutrient-
rich water instead of soil. 
This technology helps local 
farmers grow crops more 
efficiently, reduces water 
usage, and provides year-
round food security, ac-
cording to The Bhutan Live.

Initiatives have also been 
launched by the govern-

ment to provide farmers 
with access to informa-
tion and resources. Train-
ing is being provided to 
farmers on the use of new 
technologies. Information 
centres have been estab-
lished where farmers can 
learn about best practices 
for crop management and 
other relevant topics.

Through the use of tech-
nology, the country can 
improve the productiv-
ity and sustainability of the 
agriculture sector, mak-
ing it more efficient and 
resilient. The Bhutanese 
government’s initiatives to 
support farmers in adopt-
ing these technologies bode 
well for the future of the 
sector and the country as 
a whole. Meanwhile, the 
Bhutan Live recently re-
ported that Bhutan is on its 
way to graduate from the 
Least Developed Countries 
(LDC) status by June 2023. 
To graduate the status, 
countries are expected to 
follow a smooth transition 
strategy. Macroeconomic 
stability, product space di-
versification, and disaster 
resilience are some of the 
parameters recommended 
for inclusion in Bhutan’s 
transition strategy.

According to officials, a 
change in Bhutan’s status 
will not affect the coun-
try’s foreign aid support. 
The graduation’s impact 
will mainly be seen in three 
LDC-specific international 
support measures (ISM) 
related to international 
trade, development coop-
eration (ODA) and contri-
butions to the funding of 
the UN system, support for 
travel to official meetings, 
scholarships, and research 
grants.

According to the report, 
Bhutan is utilising new 
methods, apparatus, and 
tools to raise the productiv-
ity and sustainability of its 
agricultural sector.

The nation now prac-
tises hydroponic garden-
ing. This technique uses 
nutrient-rich water to 
grow crops in a controlled 
environment rather than 
soil. This technology helps 
local farmers grow crops 
more successfully, uses less 
water, and ensures year-
round food security. The 
government of Bhutan’s 
efforts to assist farmers in 
implementing these tech-
nologies augur well for the 
future of the industry and 
the nation as a whole.

People in Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan, 
are compelled to live under 
severe circumstances, in-
cluding a shortage of power 
supply amid a massive eco-
nomic crisis that has gripped 
Pakistan.

According to Pakistan’s 
vernacular media, people in 
many areas in Gilgit City are 
forced to live in darkness for 
the past one week due to no 
electricity. People have taken 
to the streets in utter rage to 
protest the government. As 
a result, traffic was halted 
and commuters are experi-
encing many difficulties. If 
the uninterrupted electricity 
supply is not restored, pro-
testers have issued a harsh 
warning that they will keep 
the highways blocked during 
the next demonstrations, lo-
cal media reported.

They are protesting against 
the sharply rising inflation 
and unemployment.

This comes as Pakistan 
faces an economic crisis. 
Citizens hit by floods and 
the country’s food crisis 
have long remained silent 
witnesses to the failure of 
leadership at all levels.

People have for the past 
several months, been pro-
testing against the high-
handedness of the army 
which controls the region 
like its colony. The army is 
responsible for large-scale 
land grabbing and usurp-
ing of mineral mines in the 
region.

China and Pakistan busi-
ness houses, in the name of 
China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, have been looting 
the region’s local resources.

According to The Times of 
Israel, in the nearby Gilgit 
Baltistan, people have been 
up in arms against the local 
administration and federal 
government for open land 
grabbing by the army. In 

December, a small town, 
Manawar, witnessed a rag-
ing public protest at the de-
tention of youngsters for 
protesting against the army. 
The army has been quick to 
clamp down on the protest-
ers by charging them as ter-
rorists.

Gilgit-Baltistan Governor 
Syed Mehdi Shah high-
lighted the region’s financial 
crisis and asked for financial 
aid from the federal govern-
ment, reported Dawn.

Sources told Dawn that the 
federal government had not 
released the annual financial 
development grant of the GB 
as the region depends on the 
financial grant of the federal 
government.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani Khar and Bangladesh Foreign Minister Dr A.K. Momen

Pakistan’s former military 
ruler General Pervez Mush-
arraf was on Tuesday laid to 
rest with military honours 
in an army graveyard here 
in the presence of his rela-
tives and several retired and 
serving military officers.

The former president’s 
namaz-e-janaza (funeral 
prayers) were held at the 
Gulmohar Polo Ground in 
Malir Cantonment in the 
afternoon in a low key cer-
emony which was neither 
attended by President Arif 
Alvi, nor Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif.

However, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff General Sahir Sham-
shad Mirza and former 
army chiefs - Qamar Ja-
ved Bajwa, Ashfaq Parvez 
Kayani and Aslam Beg - at-
tended the funeral. Former 
ISI chiefs - General Shuja 
Pasha (retd) and General 

Zaheerul Islam (retd) - and 
several serving and retired 
military officers also at-
tended the funeral prayers.

Politicians, including 
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment (Pakistan) leaders 
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqi, 
Dr Farooq Sattar, Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
leader Amir Muqam, 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf 
leader and former Sindh 
governor Imran Ismail, 
former federal information 
minister Javed Jabbar, were 
also in attendance.Mush-
arraf’s coffin was draped in 
Pakistan’s green and white 
flag, though the ceremony 
was not a state funeral. Af-
ter the funeral prayers, the 
former army chief ’s body 
was laid to rest at the Army 
Graveyard.

The aircraft touched down 
at the old terminal area of 
the Jinnah International 
Airport amid heavy secu-
rity with the former presi-

dent’s family and the body 
was taken to the Malir Can-
tonment area, officials said.

Musharraf’s mother was 
buried in Dubai while his 
father was laid to rest in 
Karachi.

On Monday, sharp dif-
ferences among political 
leaders came to the fore in 
Senate over the offering of 
prayers for the former mili-
tary ruler. Pakistani Parlia-
ment follows a tradition of 

offering Fateha (prayers) 
for the departed soul when 
a leading politician or per-
sonality of the country dies. 
The members of the Senate, 
the upper House of Parlia-
ment, hurled allegations 
against one another for sup-
porting dictatorial regimes 
and violators of the Con-
stitution when the issue of 
prayers for Musharraf came 
up.

The move of supplication 

was led by the leader of the 
opposition in the senate 
Senator Shehzad Wasim of 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf party and supported by 
other members of his party.

Musharraf, who seized 
power after a bloodless mili-
tary coup in October 1999 
and ousted the elected gov-
ernment of former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif, 
ruled Pakistan till 2008 as 
chief executive and Presi-
dent.

The former president and 
army chief was suffering 
from amyloidosis, a rare 
disease caused by a build-
up of an abnormal protein 
called amyloid in organs 
and tissues throughout the 
body, according to his fam-
ily.

Musharraf, who was born 
in New Delhi in 1943 and 
migrated to Pakistan after 
Partition in 1947, was the 
last military dictator to rule 
Pakistan.

Peaple have been forced to live in darkness for past one week.

Musharraf was laid to rest with military honours in presence of 
his relatives and several military officers. 

Dozens of Uyghurs and other 
East Turkistanis, led by the 
East Turkistan Government 
in Exile (ETGE) and the East 
Turkistan National Move-
ment (ETNM), gathered in 
front of the White House on 
Sunday to commemorate the 
26th anniversary of the 1997 
Ghulja massacre.

Dozens of Uyghurs led by 
the East Turkistan Govern-
ment in Exile and the Alberta 
Uyghur Cultural Society also 
marked the 1997 Ghulja mas-
sacre in front of the Alberta 
Legislature building in Ed-
monton, Canada. The pro-
testers in front of the White 
House and the Alberta Leg-
islature Building urged the 
international community to 
act swiftly to end “China’s 
genocide” in occupied East 
Turkistan and restore its 
freedom and independence. 
Haider Jan, the Community 
Affairs Coordinator for the 
East Turkistan National 

Movement, in the press 
release, said, “The thou-
sands of Uyghur and other 
Turkic protesters in Ghulja 
demanded an end to the 
racial discrimination they 
experienced daily, as well as 
an end to Chinese coloniza-
tion and occupation of East 
Turkistan.”

East Turkistan Govern-
ment in Exile President Gh-
ulam Yaghma urged Canada 
and the United States to take 
a more proactive approach 
to resolve the China-East 
Turkistan conflict and bring 
an end to the genocide by ad-
dressing its root causes.

“We urge Canada, the Unit-
ed States, and other govern-
ments to recognize East 
Turkistan as an occupied 
country, like Tibet, and to aid 
East Turkistan and its people 
in ending China’s illegal oc-
cupation,” Ghulam Yaghma 
said in the press release.

East Turkistan Govern-
ment in Exile (ETGE) Vice 
President Abdulahat Nur 
thanked Canadian Parlia-

ment for approving MP 
Sameer Zuberi’s motion to 
resettle 10,000 Uyghur and 
other refugees from East 
Turkistan. He urged other 
nations to follow Canada and 
give asylum to Uyghurs and 
other Turkic refugees from 
East Turkistan. The ETGE 
in the press release accused 
the Chinese government and 
its occupation forces of “bru-
tally suppressing” the peace-
ful Ghulja demonstration on 
February 5, 1997, which led 
to the deaths of more than 
a hundred Uyghurs and ar-
rests of over 1600 Uyghurs.

Chinese government had 
executed more than 200 
Uyghurs who had been ar-
rested for participating in 
the Ghulja demonstration. 
On 5 February 1997, the Chi-
nese government and its oc-
cupation forces brutally sup-
pressed the peaceful Ghulja 
demonstration, resulting in 
the deaths of over a hundred 
Uyghurs and the arrests of 
over 1,600 Uyghurs, accord-
ing to the press release.

china’s genocide

ugyhurs in exile marK 26th 
anniversary of ghulja massacre
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New couple in the town? 
Aamir Khan’s nephew actor 
Imran Khan seems to have 
found a new love.

Imran and south actor 
Lekha Washington have 
recently been spotted hold-
ing hands on the streets of 
Mumbai. The video of the 
duo is doing the rounds on 
the internet sparking their 
dating rumours.

Imran made his debut with 
‘Jaane Tu ...Ya Jaane Na’ op-
posite Genelia D’Souza 
in 2008. But he did not 
achieve much success after 

his first film. On the other 
hand, Imran’s marriage 
with Avantika Malik hit the 
headlines as their separation 
rumours were rife in the last 
few years.

Avantika and Imran got 
married in 2011 and they are 
parents to a daughter named 
Imara. Rumours of their sep-
aration started around 2019, 
although neither Imran nor 
Avantika commented on it. 
Later they reportedly decid-
ed to go separate ways.

A few years ago, one of Im-
ran’s friends said in an inter-
view, that he had quit acting. 
The actor neither accepted 
nor denied the fact. 
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Actors 
Sidharth 

Malhotra and 
Kiara Advani 

tied the knot in 
Jaisalmer on 7 

February 2023. 
The couple 
shared the 

official pictures 
from their 

wedding on 
Instagram.

THE SHERSHAAH COUPLE

NetizeNs share #roseDay 
wishes as ValeNtiNes week 
kickstarts 
Rose Day marks the beginning of the love week. On this 
day, you are free to buy as many roses as your pocket 
can permit you, and present those to your loved ones. 
There are numerous possibilities to celebrate this special 
rose day.

Netizens from all over the world celebrated and showed 
their love through their twitter account and flooded the 
twitter with #Roseday. 

A Netizen tweeted, “Happy rose day to someone who 
filled my heart with boundless love and happiness, A 
rose for you. #RoseDay”

Another Netizen tweeted, “I’m holding my rose day 
until I find someone “jo rose de. #RoseDay”

“Count the roses, not the thorns. Happy #RoseDay 
to everyone. Spread fragrance and love like a beautiful 
rose,” another netizen tweeted.

Another Netizen tweeted, “Rose, a flower that shows 
us that the world is full of love, friendship, happiness, 
affection, peace #Happy Rose Day.”

Energy security 
for India is 
paramount 
though it has by 
no means diluted 
the country’s 
commitment to 
climate change 
mitigation goals.

— Hardeep SingH

BRAin PiCking

Union Minister, at the concluding session of the 9th Asian 
Ministerial Roundtable.

HOgWARTS

The upcoming ‘Hog-
warts Legacy’ game, 
set in J.K. Rowling’s 

Wizarding World more 
than a century ago, is set to 
feature the franchise’s first 
transgender character.

The new Harry Potter-
based open-world role-play-
ing game introduces players 
to Sirona Ryan, the land-
lord of the Three Broom-
sticks pub in the game’s 
Hogsmeade Village -- who 
informs players that her 
peers took some time to un-
derstand she “was actually a 
witch, not a wizard,” accord-
ing to Variety, an American 
media company.

Given that Rowling has 
sparked tremendous con-
troversy in recent years for 
making anti-trans senti-
ments, the obvious presence 
of a trans-character in the 
Wizarding World is note-
worthy.

‘Hogwarts Legacy’ takes 
players on an “epic journey” 
as a fifth-year Hogwarts 
student endowed with the 
unusual ability to “tap into 
ancient, powerful magic,” 
reported Variety.

As a beginner wizard, 
players can explore Hog-
warts, Hogsmeade, the 
Forbidden Forest, and the 

surrounding Overland area 
while learning spells and 
potions.

“J.K. Rowling is not in-
volved in the creation of the 
game... While remaining 
true to J.K. Rowling’s origi-
nal vision, Portkey game de-
velopers chart new territory 
by creating fresh ways for 
fans to immerse themselves 

in the Wizarding World,” 
the game’s official site read.

‘Hogwarts Legacy’ will be 
released worldwide on 10 
February for PlayStation 
5, Xbox Series X|S, and PC; 
it will be released on April 
4 for PS4 and Xbox One, 
and on 25 July for Nintendo 
Switch. The basic edition of 
the game costs USD 69.99. 

HARRy POTTER’S WizARding WORLd TO 
gET fiRST TRAnSgEndER CHARACTER 

Here’s how Ricky Kej celebrated his 
third Grammy win

HAS imRAn kHAn fOUnd 
LOvE AgAin?

viCTORy

COUPLE
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fivE mOST dAngEROUS dOg 
BREEdS in THE WORLd 
Although we frequently keep dogs as pet, it is im-
portant to remember that they are descended 
from wolves. They might be domesticated, but dogs 
are animals at the end of the day. Moreover, many of 
them were bred for violent purposes, such as hunting 
and home defense. Here are top five most dangerous 
dogs that you must be beware of. 

PitBUll
Most pit bulls are considered too ferocious 
and dangerous to be kept as house pets, es-
pecially by untrained people. Pit bulls are 
well known for their killing instinct and it’s 

equally, if not more dangerous bite force.

GUll DoNG
The Gull Dong is a cross between a Bully 
Kutta and a Gull Tarrier. These dogs are 
known to be incredibly strong and very 
powerful. They were originally bred as 

fighting dogs, and they are known to be very diffi-
cult to control and very aggressive. If you want to 
own one of these dogs, you would need to get him 
professional training from a very young age. 

the BUll terrier 
The most distinctive feature of the Bull Ter-
rier is his large, egg shaped head. He is also 
known for his incredibly muscular body. 
These dogs have gotten a bad rap in the 

past, due to being mistreated, abused, and trained 
to attack. These dogs are not technically dangerous 
towards humans, however, they can be dangerous to 
smaller dogs and animals. 

GerMaN shePharD
They are smart, vigilant, alert, and fear-
less. Because of these excellent qualities, 
these dogs are often used in police K-9 
units. While these dogs make great family 

pets, they need to be properly socialized and trained 
from an early age. They can become very protective 
of their owners, their family, and their home. Because 
of this, they can be dangerous. 

rottweiler
Rottweilers are considered unstable family 
dogs, especially for families who have am-
ateur owners. They have one of the worst 
tempers and need to be continuously 

trained and attentive to, in order to avoid situations.
 HArPrEET kAUr

#roseDay

The first transgender character in Hogwards Legacy game.

Bengaluru-based Indian 
music composer and pro-
ducer Ricky Kej, who re-
cently won his career’s third 
Grammy award, has shared 
how he celebrated his win 
with his “guru, older brother 
and dear friend” Stewart Co-
peland.

Taking to Twitter, he 
posted a picture of him and 
Copeland eating an Indian 
meal. Along with the picture, 
he wrote, “This is how my 
guru, older brother and dear 
friend Stewart Copeland and 
I celebrated our win :-) An 
Indian meal in Los Angeles.. 
just the two of us. So grateful 

for him in my life.”
Kej won the Grammy on 

Monday for his ‘Divine 
Tides’ album, which was 
nominated in the Best Im-

mersive Audio Album cat-
egory. He won the trophy 
alongside Copeland, who is 
a rock legend.

The result was announced 

at the live ceremony held at 
the Crypto.com arena in Los 
Angeles, USA.

This song was Kej’s col-
laborative project with Co-
peland and they bagged 
another Grammy for Best 
New Age Album in 2022. 
The composer also won for 
his 2015 album, ‘Winds of 
Samsara.’

Featuring artists from 
around the world, ‘Divine 
Tides’ is a tribute to the 
magnificence of our natu-
ral world. This critically 
acclaimed album contains 
9 songs and 8 music videos 
that were filmed around the 
world from the exquisite 
beauty of the Indian Himala-
yas to the icy forests of Spain.   
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Photo shared by ricky kej on Twitter. 

Imran khan and Lekha washington. 

A 17-year-old white tigress, 
Vina Rani, died due to com-
plications from old age at 
her enclosure on Monday 
evening at the National Zoo-
logical Park (also known as 
the Delhi Zoo).

“The oldest white tigress of 
the National Zoological Park 
aged about 17 years named 
“Vina Rani” has been off-fed 
since 4 February 2023,” the 
Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change 

said on Monday.
She was suffering from 

Hepatitis and was off-fed 
since 4 February.

“Blood samples were col-
lected on February 6 for 
detailed examination and 
a blood profile picture re-
vealed that she has been suf-
fering from Hepatitis,’ the 
ministry further said.

She is being given neces-
sary care and treatment 
under the supervision of 
the Veterinary Officer of Na-
tional Zoological Park, New 
Delhi, it added.  

Oldest white 
tigress at Delhi 
Zoo no more

gOOdByE 

white tigress Vina rani. 
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India’s first glass igloo restaurant in 
Gulmarg has become a popular desti-
nation for tourists who visit the area to 
experience the scenic beauty. 
This glass-wall restaurant was built 
some days back in the middle of snow 
by the Kolahoi Green Heights hotel of 
Gulmarg in north Kashmir’s Baramulla 
district.

In 2021, the same hotel built a snow 
igloo in Gulmarg which was the biggest 
snow igloo in Asia that also attracted 
tourists.

Hamid Masoodi, General Manager 
of the hotel, while talking to ANI, 
said, “We are always trying to bring 
new concepts in Gulmarg to promote 
winter tourism and this year we have 
launched an igloo glass concept for a 

restaurant and last year we introduced 
snow igloos.”

“We took the concept from Finland 
and built three igloos in the courtyard 
of our hotel. This was not seen any-
where before,” added Masoodi.

They have also built three more igloos 
at phase one of the Gulmarg Gondola 
cable car project at their hotel, as con-
firmed by the hotel’s General Manager.

Shahrukh, a tourist in Gulmarg while 
talking to ANI said, “The igloo is amaz-

ing. It is my first-time experience in 
India, especially in Kashmir. I would 
recommend everyone to come here 
and experience this glass igloo once, it 
is very nice.”

Another tourist stated that the dinner 
and lunch provided by the restaurant 
management were very well managed. 
She said, “I have witnessed a glass igloo 
for the first time. The lunch and dinner 
were also arranged in the restaurant 
and it was very well managed. It is a 
beautiful experience. I have been stay-
ing here at the Kolahoi resort for the last 
two days.”

Aizoo, a tourist who visited Gulmarg 
to enjoy some adventure sports said, “I 
came to Gulmarg to experience adven-
tures like skiing, all-terrain vehicles 
(ATV) rides and gondola rides. I saw 
the glass igloo here and have witnessed 
something like this for the first time."

gLASS igLOO CAfE: CEnTRE Of ATTRACTiOn in gULmARg
EXPERiEnCE 
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Glass igloo cafe in Gulmarg.



DOJA CAT
Doja Cat showed up in a black 
vinyl Atelier Versace gown that 
included a train, the iconic Ver-
sace twist on the shoulder and 
an open back. She completed 
her vinyl look with match-
ing vinyl gloves, according to 
People magazine, an American 
weekly magazine. The singer 
also wore large black earrings 

and rocked dramatically dark 
makeup to complement 
her dominatrix-style look.
   

PARIS  
HILTON 

Paris arrived for the 
event with her hus-
band Carter Reum. 
She dazzled in a 

plunging spaghetti 
strap shimmer-
ing gunmetal 

coloured floor-
length gown.
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GLITZ AND GLAMOUR AT GRAMMYS 2023
At the 65th annual 

Grammy Awards, 
held on Monday 

in Las Vegas, several tro-
phies were handed out, 
with Beyonce making his-
tory by becoming the art-
ist with the most number 
of Grammy trophies in her 
name. However, Beyonce 
still managed to lose when 
Harry Styles’ ‘Harry’s 
House’ won Album of the 
Year by beating B’s ‘Renais-
sance’ album. 

Amid the big wins and 
losses, it was the fashion 
statement made by these 
celebrities that stole 
the limelight. Let’s 
take a look at the 
stars that add-
ed glitz and 
glamour to 
Grammys 
2023. 

 REVELATION
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SALMA HAYEK WAS  
‘TOO SEXY’ FOR COMEDY

Mexican-American actor Salma Hayek revealed that Hol-
lywood blocked her from starring in a comedy for nearly 
20 years because she was deemed too sexy for the genre. 
According to Variety, an American media company, she 
made the revelation in a new interview with GQ UK.

Although Hayek has appeared in romantic comedies 
such as 1997’s ‘Fools Rush In’ and ‘Breaking Up’, she 
claims that it wasn’t until 2010’s ‘Grown-Ups’ that she 
was given the opportunity to star in a classic comedy film.

Hayek complimented Adam Sandler for finally allow-
ing her to be funny.

“I was typecast for a long time... My entire life I wanted 
to do comedy and people wouldn’t give me comedies. I 
couldn’t land a role until I met Adam Sandler, who put 
me in a comedy [2010’s ‘Grown Ups’], but I was in my 
forties! They said, ‘You’re sexy, so you’re not allowed to 
have a sense of humor.’ Not only are you not allowed to 
be smart, but you were not allowed to be funny in the 
‘90s,” Hayek said.

Talking about whether being blocked from acting in 
comedies frustrated her, she said, “I was sad at the time... 
But now here I am doing every genre, in a time in my life 
where they told me I would have expired - that the last 20 
years I would have been out of business. So I’m not sad, 
I’m not angry; I’m laughing. I’m laughing, girl.”

COURTESY ‘PATHAAN’
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MUCH-AWAITED REUNION 
OF SRK AND SALMAN

Not only for Shah Rukh Khan’s fans, but Pathaan is also 
special for Salman Khan’s fans. “Pathaan” marked the 
on screen reunion of SRK and Salman after a long time.

On making a special appearance in Pathaan, Salman 
said, “For Shah Rukh and I to come together on the 
big screen, it always needed a special film and I’m glad 
Pathaan is that film. When we did Karan Arjun, it was 
a blockbuster and now, Pathaan, which is part of YRF’s 
Spy Universe, has also turned out to be a blockbuster. I’m 
aware that audiences love to see us together on screen 
and I’m happy that they have given us so much love in 
Pathaan. I was floored when Adi narrated the sequence 
to me and told me about his vision to bring us together 
on screen again.”

He added, “His (Adi’s) intention was to play to the gal-
lery and give our fans and audiences what they wanted 
to see from us. Given how closely Adi has known Shah 
Rukh and me, he truly managed to capture how we are 
as personalities in the scenes. This is why people are lov-
ing us on screen. Also, the way Sidharth executed the 
sequence and presented us was just brilliant. I’m happy 
for Shah Rukh and YRF for all the records that Pathaan 
is achieving. It is a huge win for Indian cinema that we 
are able to bring people back to the theatres after the 
pandemic.”

Prior to Pathaan, SRK and Salman have worked to-
gether in ‘Karan Arjun’, ‘Kuch Kuch Hota Hai’ and ‘Hum 
Tumhare Hain Sanam’.

On collaborating with Salman after ages, SRK also 
expressed his happiness.  “Trust me when I say this, 
Salman and I have always wanted to act together but we 
were waiting for the right film, the right script because we 
both knew that there would be incredible excitement.”

Mexican-American actor Salma Hayek.

TDG NETWORK CARDI B
Cardi B looked like a vision to 

behold as she arrived wearing 
Indian designer Gaurav Gupta’s 
surreal, sculpture-like couture 
in electric blue! The stunning 

gown featured pleated structural 
features that ebbed and flowed 
from her shoulders, over her 

waist and all the way to the top of 
her head. The unique dress also 
featured a sleek skirt and a dra-
matic train. It’s a classic Gaurav 

Gupta masterpiece. Also, this isn’t 
the first time Cardi B and Gaurav 
Gupta have collaborated together. 
Earlier, she wore his design in her 

music video ‘No 
Love’. 

In an 
end-
less 

field of 
pop-

HARRY STYLES
Harry Styles turned up 
looking like a burst of 
vibrance and colours at 
the 65th Grammys in Los 
Angeles. His sense of style 
is unique and he makes 
sure to show us that every 
time he steps out. For the 
Grammys this year, Harry 
wore a glittery rainbow 
jumpsuit. With the low 
neckline, Harry flaunted his 
body fully of tattoos and he 
looked quite hot!

CAMILA CABELLO
Camilla Cabello raised the 
temperatures on the Grammy 
red carpet as she turned up 
wearing a rosette gown! The 
stunning gown has a beautiful 
pearl-beaded bra top that is 
enhanced with a pair of stra-
tegically placed white rosettes 
coupled with a floor-length 
black skirt with a thigh-baring 
split. Cabello complemented 
her outfit with pearl-and-dia-
mond earrings and a diamond 
ring.

TAYLOR SWIFT
American singer-songwrit-
er Taylor Swift attended the 
65th Grammy Red Carpet 
looking like a dream 
in her midnight blue 
ensemble. At the cere-
mony in Los Angeles’ 
Crypto.com Arena, 
Swift brought the 
night sky along by 
donning a deep 
blue ensemble, 
featuring a long-
sleeved turtleneck 
crop top, matching 
maxi skirt flowing 
from a bodycon 
fit into a circular 
draped train on 
the carpet.

She was the quintessential 
symbol of sensuality dur-
ing the ‘90s. Even when 
her iconic number ‘Tip Tip 
Barsa Paani’ has been rec-
reated by a leading actor 
(Katrina Kaif) of the recent 
generation, a majority of ne-
tizens opined that the for-
mer’s oomph factor can’t be 
matched. She is none other 
than, the ‘Mast Mast’ girl 
Raveena Tandon.

Speaking exclusively with 
ANI, Raveena spoke about 
issues ranging from body 
shaming to toxic gossip 
magazines which could ruin 
someone’s career. Asked 
about the gossip magazines 
of the bygone eras, Raveena 
said quite unambiguously, 
“90s gossip magazines were 
the worst. And some of those 
women, now I see, roam-
ing around today carrying 
the women’s lib badge over 
their heads and hearts, who 
were the worst enemies of 
women, who body-shamed 
women, slut shamed women 
and would do everything 
possible to bring another 
woman down. Today they 
roam around being as big-
gest feminists, I wonder 
when did that happen? If 
I start telling stories about 
them....(chuckles).”

Raveena is celebrated for 
her physical charm and 
beauty till date. Common 
people don’t believe that she 
was ever body-shamed in the 

industry. During her inter-
action with Smita Prakash, 
the ‘Daman’ actor said, “No 
no, Please I was called a lot 
of things. 90s ke kholo, TTs, 
thunder thighs...miss this 
and miss that...” The actor 
continued, “I was plump 
actually. Started at 16 
and a half years, 
and I was full of 
baby fat yaar... 
which still hasn’t 
gone. Though I 
don’t care now, 
I am being like 
that, I am like 
that, too 
bad!”

Being 
told 
that 
she is 
exag-

gerating the facts, Raveena 
said, “I remember some of 
these titles. And not only 
me, but some other heroines 
are also called that. Besides 
that, instead of supporting 
women, what they did was...

firstly all these 
women 

edi-

tors would fall in love with 
the heroes. And what the 
heroes said were the last 
words. If he wanted to pan 
a woman, the woman would 
be panned, shamed, liter-
ally, her career ruined in 
the magazines with nasty 
articles being put out about 
her. There were so many un-
true articles put out because 
some hero went and said, 
“Acha, uske bare me aab aisa 
likh do...” and it would be 

the last word. And if there 
would be an apology, that 

would be on the last line 
of some other issues of 
the magazine, it would 
be written ‘the story car-

ried earlier ultimately 
proved not to be true’. 

And who will read 
that then? At that 
time the screaming 
headlines already 
made the news, 

right?”
Raveena concluded 

that she was utterly dis-
pleased with the ‘vi-

ciousness’ of ‘90s 
journalism 

and decided 
to take a 

break 
after 
her 

mar-
riage. 

BODY SHAMED
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I WAS CALLED ‘THUNDER THIGHS’, 
RECALLS RAVEENA TANDON

Salman Khan and Shah Rukh Khan.
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BOOKS TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS WEEK 
The Off Limits Rule
Price: Rs 160
Author: Sarah Adams
Publisher: Srishti Publishers 

 Lucy thought there was nothing left to lose, she lost her 
heart in Cooper’s pretty blue eyes. Jobless, thrown out of 
her house and too broke to afford to live on her own, Lucy 
moves in with her elder brother Drew. Drew is a doctor and 
they have always been friends more than siblings. While 
they share good times together, he is not cool about Lucy 
dating his best friend Cooper. Cooper is flirtatious, adven-
turous, non-committal and super hot! Healing his heart 
after a terrible break-up, he is scared to go all in for love. 
Will Lucy and Cooper be able to resist the strange attrac-
tion they feel towards each other? Is this true love or just 
the temptation to break The Off Limits Rule.

Born and raised in Nashville TN, Sarah Adams loves her 
family, warm days, and making people smile. 

Gift Me A New Beginning
Price: Rs 140
Author: Arpit Vageria
Publisher: Srishti Publishers

Shaurya is a charming eligible bachelor who lives in a 
luxurious house in Mumbai. Having lost his parents 
a few years back, he loves his grandfather to bits. He 
shares a unique fate with his grandfather, though. They 
both didn’t get the love they deserved. Roshan, a fun-
loving old man, breathes in the present, but lives in his 
past. He treasures his past so much that he has a hard 
time moving on. As they grapple to find love, one fateful 
news shatters the peace and happiness of their neigh-
bourhood - Beverly Hills. What happens when the two 
extremes of the world meet? Is it a crime to fall in love 
with a criminal? Why is it unacceptable to look for love 
in old age? This is a sensational story of finding love 
against all odds and of exploring the other side of hope.

A Heart Full of Hope
Price: Rs 269 
Author: Shibaji Bose
Publisher: Srishti Publishers

Moyna is a promising young girl, full of life. Her destiny 
takes an unexpected turn when she gets tricked and traf-
ficked to the dark dungeons of the red-light area in Kolkata. 
Life gives her a second chance when she is rescued from 
the murky lanes. Moyna finds herself a shelter and a family, 
trying to make the most of what life has given her. As she 
chases her dream of becoming an entrepreneur, she meets 
Aryan - a dashing young man, who makes her believe in 
herself and fills up the void in her heart. Will she be able to 
call the adoptive family her own? Will this second chance 
be the new beginning she has been waiting for? Starting 
off on her new journey as Ahana, she decides to stop at 
nothing! A HEART FULL OF HOPE is a story of realising 
dreams, fulfilling promises, resilience and mending hearts. 

Fearless and Free
Price: Rs 269
Author: Udayakumar DS
Publisher: Srishti Publishers 

When a young engineer moves into a new home with 
his wife and children, he is intrigued by the respect 
and admiration the neighbours show for the retired 
doctor living next door. But despite the overwhelming 
love, the old man seems to be neglected and all alone. 
Why does he live alone? Why does he take the dramatic 
evening walk to the park? Why does he sit only at one 
particular bench? After a chance meeting with the Old 
Man, he gleefully accepts an invitation to join him in 
his famous study. There, he decodes the man’s puz-
zling past. Amazed by the mindboggling experiences 
from the old man’s memories and heart-wrenching 
tales, his metamorphosis is complete – from a neigh-
bour to a companion, a student, and then a son. 

CONTEMPORARY 

ROMANCE

CONTEMPORARY 

FICTION 

SELF 
HELP

POETRY REVIEW

Knot of Juggernaut ties us to memory and time

The Knot of Juggernaut, 
Or The Mystery of (Miami 
Mambo) Vexuality is a port-
manteau of two separate 
tales. The first tale is poetry 
written on the waters, in 
Bhubaneswar and in Miami 
(therefore the two titles). The 
second is a play called The 
True Story of Fooko, Shoe 
Kriya, and Fooko, In Just 
Three Acts, Mind the Com-
mas Please.

The title of Amit Ranjan’s 
book seems longer than the 
contents; in fact it combines 
in one cover, two unrelated 
themes with disparate crafts. 
But the alchemy of wayward 
creativity fuses them with 
such dexterity that after suit-
able qualms, one can review 
them together.

Fooko…, a masterly combi-

nation of witty penmanship 
and punmanship, is a laugh

a minute play. Juggernaut, 
on the other hand, handles 
vexuality which relentlessly 
haunts and belittles us with 
pathos and near hopeless-
ness. But…now once you al-
low ‘but’ to butt in, it makes 
your comments stand upside 
down. If we give a little lee-
way, we find Vexuality too 
peppered with impish pun-
manship and witty penman-
ship.

The trouble with Vexual-
ity is that once it sets out 
to torment sexuality, it has 
perforce to deal with love in 
some form or another. We 
may proclaim that all we care 
for is sexuality but we know 
we are fooling ourselves. 
Love has a insidious way of 
creeping in and soon occupy-
ing the tent of hidden feelings 
like the legendary camel and 

holding us firmly in its grip.
The author tells us that:
 love dries a million wishes 

into hisses –
Of that haunted territory –
 which they call memory. 

(p87)
Memory! That ultimate tor-

menter!  A tease that plays us 
relentlessly as we grapple to 
take control over ourselves to 
play the tune we have prac-
ticed all our lives.

In essence, both poetry 
and play in this two-in-one 
lampoon are playthings of 
memory and time. However 
they put up a brave fight to 
forge a magical world where 
they succeed in losing Time 
and reducing memory to ris-
qué satire. In the play an en-
tire Act is lost as Act V comes 
after Act III, not Act IV. We 
are not told what happened 
exactly but we can conjecture 
that when you master two 

languages, you can juggle 
Time because its meaning 
differs in different languag-
es. In some it’s immutable 
or eternal. In others, rebirth 
makes it inconsequential. It 
can be the past and the future 
while we still flounder in the 
present. After Act V, Fooko is 
bold enough to go straight to 
Act XXV! Fine in vernacular! 

A few births is all it takes. 
The free flowing merger of 

pithy vernacular with chaste 
and unchaste English is what 
I found most invigorating 
and delectable in the book. 
The heady cocktail of wine 
and spirit made me inebri-
ated as I read the poems, 
and it turned into full scale 
intoxication as I progressed 
to Fooko and company.

It made me realize that as 
history has forced us to be bi-
lingual, it is reasonable that 
we consecrate that coquette 
by using it to embellish our 
creativity.

Falak is one such word, 
and the well known saki 
and kismet others. He feels 
no need to translate them into 
English. 

Then come 2 whole cou-
plets on p 77. 

Ma Farida fariyad laayi hai
Ek bisri hui yaad laayi hai
Aur meri amma ne mujhe 

ek ganna diya hai
Aur likhne ke liye ek panna 

diya hai
A pity that he found it 

necessary to translate those 
into English in the following 
words.  “She’s brought me 
back to the temple of tears” 
made the meaning amply 
clear.

Fortunately Ranjan got over 
the anxiety of Hindi not being 
understood in Fooko...

Right from the beginning 
when characters are intro-
duced by name, there are no 
veiled allusions to English 

equivalents.      
What if the spelling of hip-

potamus is not the conven-
tional one; (deliberate and 
explained with grammati-
cal flourish) there is no God 
of spelling or of language. It’s 
ours to concoct, remember or 
forget. 

Finally my answer to the 
last question posed in Foo-
ko – “Are matches made in 
Heaven or Sivakasi?” It does 
not really matter because 
either way they are equally 
inflammable. 

But Memory is a mean 
adversary. You can’t guess 
when it would open its fangs 
and bite you in the face or 
bully you to sing fragments 
of lost songs, you somehow 
did not lose. 

Hence Leonard Cohen....
“I said to Hank Williams 

how lonely does it get
Hank Williams hasn’t an-

swered yet
But I hear him coughing all 

night long
Oh a hundred floors above 

me in the Tower of Song.”
Ranjan’s memory is so re-

plete with Cohen that all oth-
er worlds seem just words, 
like kismet. Even gods flail 
about without hands to ful-
fil kismet.

How much can one handle 
without hands? A lot with 
a prodigious imagination, 
word play and memory full 
of hisses, produced by love. 
When you are cursed like 
Karna for showing valour, 
to forget what you need to 
remember, you have to con-
cede like Ranjan in his recent 
poem, Han New Man Chalice. 

And I forgot what I had to 
forget

And then I was told
It was by dark design... 

(p94)

MRIDULA GARG 

BOOK REVIEW

Shedding the Meta-
phors (A collection 
of stories by Nandini 

Sahu) with a total of 160 
pages and twelve stories 
in English came to me as a 
pleasant surprise from the 
erudite author who is best 
known as a poet and folklor-
ist. A beautiful cover by the 
gifted artist Anil Tato adds 
to the aesthetic value of the 
book, I must say.

I read almost all the sto-
ries at one go, each one in 
tandem with the other, yet 
so different in theme and 
texture, and each story ad-
dressing the very important 
themes-- inclusivity and 
positivity--with an earthly, 
gender free and multieth-
nic slant. The stories have 
an inclination to the theme 
of ‘letting go’, ‘shedding the 
metaphors’, and as a teacher 
of literature, I felt, this sem-
inal book is the need of the 
hour. 

The title is indeed intrigu-
ing—why should the writer 
‘shed’ any kind of metaphor 
in the first place? 

Some stories here are fin-
est love stories I have come 
across; Sahu portrays love 
as a mystical experience, 
love that is metaphysical, 
platonic, ideal, powerful, 
and all-embracing. Love is 
God for the writer, it’s the 
Generator, Operator and 
Destroyer, that has come to 
the universe in a feminine 
form, in the form of her 
personae.

These stories interchange 
around her ideas of eternal 
life, of human values, nature 
and beauty. Thus, creativity 
for her becomes therapy to 
live and sing, in a world 
that is admirable, yet made 
obnoxious by some who do 
not understand aesthetics 
and higher values of life. 
‘The Alternative Masculin-
ity’ is one such story where 
the protagonist is manipu-
lative. The stories in the 

collection disclose Sahu’s 
quest for a better world, a 
magical world. The ideas of 
the stories are colossal and 
kaleidoscopically, mystify-
ingly alive .Social concern 
as a theme of literature and 
the role of the writer as the 
chronicler of  her times, 
shady, shadowy or other-
wise, have occupied centre 
stage for the better part of 
the country, and this is the 
ongoing deliberation for 
Sahu. Shedding the Meta-

phors is a key undertaking 
to the chronicle the events, 
activities, trends re-count-
ing our times. Her sensible 
originality is manifested 
in her use of idioms and 
thoughts that are entirely 
her own. Her stories reflect 
the complex, paradoxi-
cally dramatic inner lives of 
modern men, women and 
the LGBTQA. ‘Shadow of a 
Shadow’ is a breath-taking 
tale of layered female bond-
ing. Sometimes Sahu seems 

dazed by the enormity of the 
possibilities in life; perhaps 
she should guard her pen 
against it! The story-teller 
Sahu, who writes poetic-
prose even in her stories, 
has an unquenchable desire 
to live and experience life, 
rejecting self-imposed iso-
lation. She is delicate, com-
plex, capable of experienc-
ing a rich range of emotions, 
but perpetually tender, car-
ing and reflective. Her auto-
biographical stories reveal 
her personality. 

Sahu reflects on the state 
of the contemporary world 
with its burning issues---
her creativity is boundless 
like the writer herself, thus 
deliberately marking the 
continuity with a generation 

of Indian women writers. In 
this collection, each story is 
refreshingly diverse, and 
words have been used with 
great potential. In a retro 
of political uncertainty and 
changing social values, 
Sahu attempts to play the 
role of the harbinger of 
communal harmony in sto-
ries like ‘The Wild Stream’. I 
found a very soothing story 
in the book, ‘Being God’s 
Wife’, where she talks of 
family ties, of love that cre-
ates a bond, while giving 
space to the personae to 
foster; and she realizes that 
writing this story has been 
a purging experience for 
her. Sahu’s prose is lucid, 
candid, precise, earnest 
and original without any 
hyperbole, hypocrisy. She 
is a writer of overflowing 
words, but honest ones. Her 
tone is conversational, voice 
is vibrant and unswerving. 
Courage, conviction are the 
hallmarks of her stories. 
Hertry-outsare a queer 

faminine sensibility, but at 
the same time Sahu looks 
at life from humanitarian 
point of view.

 These stories undeniably 
play around complex hu-
man emotions, they linger 
in the heart even much after 
reading them. I would like 
to conclude by quoting Sahu 
from the Preface, “My big-
ger concern, when I write 
stories, is the symbolic and 
the symbiotic connections 
between unworldliness, 
religion, theology, art, and 
more obviously, similar con-
nections between language 
and literature that strive 
to interiorize men, women 
and nature. The symbolic 
connections between hu-
man and non-human play a 
rare enough role to show the 
greatest importance of time, 
place and people. Thus, it is 
apt to read carefully my sto-
ries of feminine adept, and 
understand how I femi-
nize nature and naturalize 
women. It is my empirical 

and experiential connec-
tion, which scrutinizes age, 
sex, race, class and colour to 
shelter the naked empirical 
evidences—talking about 
subjugation of women and 
nature as well as mental 
health of men and women 
and the jeopardy thereof. 
The characters, major or mi-
nor, ever created by me, fall 
sick, fall in love, have mood 
swings like Nature, suffer 
both physically and psy-
chologically or accept death 
without fuss. Certain others 
encounter difficult situa-
tions; however, it is danger-
ous and rackful because 
they have already waged a 
war against iniquitousness 
in human civilization. They 
live an unannounced, un-
conventional Renaissance. 

Dr Manisha Nigam Sinha is an 
Assistant Professor of English 
in Amity University, Noida. 
Her research interests are ELT, 
Linguistics and New Litera-
tures.
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ACROSS NINE EDITIONS

PL charges Manchester City over 
alleged financial rule breaches

Manchester City, the de-
fending Premier League 
champions, were on Monday 
charged by the league for al-
legedly breaking financial 
rules across nine editions of 
the competition from 2009-
10 to 2017-18.

The league confirmed that 
a number of alleged breaches 
between all the aforemen-
tioned seasons have been 
referred to an independent 
commission with the conclu-
sion of a four-year investiga-
tion. The commission will be 
held in private and it can im-
pose open-ended sanctions 
like fines, point deduction 
or even relegation from the 
Premier League.

A statement from Premier 
League, according to ESPN, 
said: “In accordance with 
Premier League Rule W.82.1, 
the Premier League confirms 
that it has today referred a 
number of alleged breaches 
of the Premier League Rules 
by Manchester City Football 
Club to a Commission under 
Premier League Rule W.3.4.”

“City have been charged 
with more than 100 breaches 
of rules which required the 
club, according to the Pre-
mier League, to provide ac-
curate financial information 
that gives a true and fair view 
of the club’s financial posi-
tion,” added the statement. 
The defending PL champi-
ons have also faced accusa-
tions of failing to cooperate 
with the investigation. The 
club issued a statement in 
response to allegations on 
Monday. “Manchester City 
FC is surprised by the issu-
ing of these alleged breaches 
of the Premier League Rules, 
particularly given the exten-
sive engagement and vast 
amount of detailed materi-
als that the EPL has been 

provided with.”
“The club welcomes the 

review of this matter by an 
independent Commission, 
to impartially consider the 
comprehensive body of irre-
futable evidence that exists 
in support of its position.”

“As such, we look forward 
to this matter being put to 
rest once and for all,” con-
cluded the statement.

Previously in July 2020, 
City was able to get a two-
year suspension from UEFA 
club competitions over-
turned by the Court of Arbi-
tration for Sport (CAS) after 
they were initially found 
guilty of “serious breach-
es” of financial fair play 
regulations between 2012 
and 2016.
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76Th NAT’l fOOTbAll ChAmpIONShIp

luCky ESCApE

DEfENDINg ChAmpIONS kERAlA TO fACE 
gOA IN OpENINg ClASh Of SANTOSh TROphy 

ghANA INTERNATIONAl wINgER ChRISTIAN ATSu 
pullED AlIvE fROm TuRkEy EARThquAkE RubblE 

The final round of the 76th National 
Football Championship for the San-
tosh Trophy will begin on Friday, 
February 10, 2023, in Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha.

As per a press release from the All 
India Football Federation (AIFF), 
three matches will be played on the 
opening day in Group A. 

Defending champion Kerala is set 
to play against Goa in the opening 
match at the Capital Football Arena at 
9 am, Following that, Odisha, which 
is hosting the tournament for the first 

time, will face Maharashtra, while 
eight-time champions Punjab will 
face Karnataka at the 7th Battalion 
Ground; both games are scheduled to 
begin at 3 p.m.

Group B matches will be held the 
following day, in this group there are 
six teams, including direct final round 
entrants Railways and Services. They 
take on Manipur and Meghalaya, 
respectively, in their first matches. 
Last year’s runners-up, West Bengal, 
will start their final-round campaign 
against Delhi. Matches are set to take 
place in three venues - Capital Foot-
ball Arena, the 7th Battalion Ground, 
and the Kalinga Stadium. 

A deadly earthquake hit Turkey and 
Syria. In this tragic incident, a huge num-
ber of people died, although several oth-
ers were found alive under the rubble. 
Ghana international winger Christian 
Atsu was lucky, as he has been found 
alive after being buried under rubble in 
the earthquake that hit Turkey, the vice 
president of his club Hatayspor said on 
Tuesday.

Atsu, who plays for Hatayspor, was 
reported missing in Turkey’s Hatay 

province on Monday following the 7.8 
magnitude earthquake that destroyed 
hundreds of structures and left almost 
5,000 people dead in multiple Turk-
ish and Syrian cities on Monday, Atsu, 
a player for Hatayspor, was reported 
missing in Turkey’s Hatay region.

“Christian Atsu was hurt when he was 
removed.  Taner Savut, our sports di-
rector, is still buried beneath the rubble, 
according to club vice president Mus-
tafa Ozak. Atsu, 31, played for Newcas-
tle United and Everton in the Premier 
League while out on loan from Chelsea 
before joining Hatayspor in September.
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ThREE-SET ClASSIC

OSTApENkO DEfEATS COllINS 7-5, 1-6, 7-5 
IN fIRST ROuND Of Abu DhAbI OpEN

Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia, 
the No. 5 seed had to sweat 
in the first round at the 
Mubadala Abu Dhabi Open, 
beating Danielle Collins 7-5, 
1-6, 7-5 in a match that lasted 
two hours and 18 minutes.

Ostapenko’s second round 
opponent will be either 
Zheng Qinwen or quali-
fier Rebecca Marino. Both 
the players played superb 
tennis but in the end better 
player won the match. Col-
lins, the 42-nd ranked broke 
Ostapenko with a tremen-
dous return winner to take 
the lead in opening set 4-3. 
But the American double-
faulted down break point 
when serving for the set, 
and Ostapenko grabbed the 
opportunity and won the 
opening set.

Collins, a former Aus-
tralian Open semi-finalist, 
played remarkably well 
in the second set. Three 
straight return wins helped 
build a double-break lead 

and set the stage for a one-
sided stretch of play. Col-
lins outclassed, Ostapenko 
in the second set and in the 
end won it easily

Collins was able to tie the 
score at 4-4 thanks to three 
double faults from the for-
mer Roland Garros cham-
pion in the third set, but Os-
tapenko was more decisive 
and aggressive in the last 

stretch. She rallied to score 
12 of the final 15 points and 
won the set and match.

After the match Ostapen-
ko said that “Danielle is a 
great player, and it’s always 
a tough match against her 
because she plays really well 
and she’s such a fighter. 

The match was never over 
until we shake hands. I’m 
really glad that, even though 

in some games I didn’t play 
my best, I was fighting and 
I managed to win the match. 
These kinds of matches give 
confidence,” Ostapenko 
said

Meanwhile, on Day 1, 
Marta Kostyuk pulled off a 
remarkable drop shot from 
the baseline en route to her 
6-2, 1-6, 6-2 first-round win 
over Sorana Cirstea. 
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lA lIgA

vINICIuS JR AbuSE: REAl mADRID bOSS ANCElOTTI 
SAyS RACISm A pROblEm fOR SpANISh fOOTbAll 

Real Madrid coach Carlo 
Ancelotti made it clear on 
Tuesday that the abuse that 
has been directed at his 
player Vinicius Jr is a matter 
of concern for the whole of 
Spanish football, not for the 
22-year-old Brazilian.

Vinicius got racist abuse 
from fans in Mallorca on 
Sunday during an ill-tem-
pered match in which the 
Brazilian was fouled 10 
times, the most for any play-
er in LaLiga this season.

Vinicius has experienced 
racial abuse by fans on at 
least three other occasions 
and is the most fouled player 
in Europe’s top seven leagues 
by a big margin.

 “It seems that the prob-
lem is Vinicius, but it is not 
like that. “It is a problem of 
Spanish football, and it must 
be solved,” Ancelotti told a 
news conference in Rabat on 
Tuesday, on the eve of Real 
Madrid’s Club World Cup 

semi-final against Egypt’s 
Al Ahly.

The question I ask is this: Is 
it Vinicius or his teammates? 
What do his teammates have 
to defend Vinicius from? 
Vinicius is the victim of 
something that I don’t un-

derstand.”
In a video posted on social 

media on Sunday by stream-
ing service DAZN, fans in 
Mallorca can be heard dis-
paraging the player ethni-
cally.

Spanish police are looking 
into a potential hate crime 
against the Brazilian after a 
mannequin wearing his No. 
20 jersey was hung from 
a bridge outside the club›s 
training facility two weeks 
ago in preparation for the 
Madrid derby.

After determining that 
the racial yelling directed 
against Vinicius had «last-
ed a few seconds” and had 
not constituted a crime, 
Madrid›s  prosecutors 
opted not to file charges 
in September.
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Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi received 
a special gift, the jer-

sey of the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup-winning Argentinian 
football team, featuring the 
name of the team’s captain, 
Lionel Messi. President of 
YPF from Argentina, Pablo 
Gonzalez handed the gift on 
the side-lines of the Indian 
Energy Week (IEW) in Kar-
nataka’s Bengaluru.

Argentina lifted the cov-
eted FIFA World Cup for the 
third time last year, defeating 
defending champion France 
in a dramatic 4-2 penalty 
shootout in Qatar. As a cap-
tain, Messi played a decisive 
role throughout the tourna-
ment. The South American 
nation last won the World 
Cup in 1986 under the cap-
taincy of the great Diego 
Maradona.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi congratulated Argen-

tina after their triumph over 
France in the final in Decem-

ber 2022. He further added 
that millions of Indians burst 

into joy and celebrated Ar-
gentina’s victory.

PM Modi tweeted that 
the FIFA 2022 final was a 
remarkable match and will 
be remembered as one of 
the most exciting matches! 
The entire Argentina team 
played superb football 
throughout the tourna-
ment. Indian football fans 
celebrated their victory in 
every nook and corner of 
the country.

“This will be remembered 
as one of the most thrilling 
football matches! Congrats 
to Argentina on becoming 
FIFA World Cup Champi-
ons! They’ve played bril-
liantly throughout the tour-
nament. “Millions of Indian 
fans were favouring Argen-
tina and Messi and became 
happy after the magnificent 
victory!” PM Modi tweeted.

Interestingly, Argen-
tina lost its opening match 
of the 2022 World Cup 
against Saudi Arabia. After 
that, the team came back 
like a wounded tiger and 
emerged champion.

AT SIDElINES Of IEw
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PM Modi poses for a pic with president of YPF from Argentina, Pablo Gonzalez.

pm NARENDRA mODI RECEIvES lIONEl 
mESSI’S ARgENTINA JERSEy AS gIfT

ATp RANkINgS

Novak Djokovic moves close to Steffi 
Graf for most weeks at number one

In the latest ATP rankings, 
which were revealed on 
Monday, Novak Djokovic 
moved closer to Steffi Graf›s 
all-time record for the most 
weeks at number one, while 
Alexander Zverev dropped 
two spots to 16th. Zverev, 
25, who was ranked sec-
ond at the end of August, 
is still working towards a 
comeback after tearing 
ankle ligaments at the 
2017 French Open 
that side-lined him 
for the rest of the 
season. At the 
Australian Open, 
he lost in the sec-
ond round, after 
which he re-
vealed that he had 
had type 1 diabetes 
since he was three.

The ATP informed Zverev 
last week that there would 
be no disciplinary action 

taken against him because 
there was «insufficient evi-
dence” to support the allega-
tions of domestic violence.

He beat Stan Wawrinka 
in the Davis Cup on Friday 
but could not prevent his 
Germany team from losing 
to Switzerland.

Frances Tiafoe and Pablo 
Car-

reno Busta both advanced 
a place, to 14th and 15th, 
respectively.

Djokovic, who sat out 
Serbia›s Davis Cup 
win over Norway, will 
spend his 375th week 
at the top of the pile.

Steffi Graf holds the 
record with 377 weeks 

as world number one in 
the women›s section.
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Latvia’s Jelena Ostapenko.

Carlo Ancelotti is concerned about racism among Spanish fans.



The inaugural edition of the 
Women’s Premier League is 
set to be played in Mumbai 
from March 4-26. A total of 
22 matches will be played 
with the Brabourne Sta-
dium and DY Patil Stadium 
playing hosts to the marquee 
tournament.

The Women’s Premier 
League Player Auction list 
is out with a total of 409 
cricketers set to go under 
the hammer at the Jio World 
Convention Centre here on 
February 13th. A total of 1525 
players registered for the in-
augural Women’s Premier 
League Player Auction and 
the final list was pruned to 
409 players.

Out of 409 players, 246 are 
Indians and 163 are overseas 
players of which 8 players 
are from associate nations. 
The total capped players are 
202, uncapped players are 
199 and 8 from associate na-
tions.

A maximum of 90 slots 
are available with the five 
teams, with 30 being slotted 
for overseas players.

“INR 50 Lakh is the highest 
reserve price with 24 players 
choosing to be slotted in the 
highest bracket. Team India 

Captain Harmanpreet Kaur, 
SmritiMandhana, Deepti 
Sharma and India’s Un-
der-19 T20 World Cup-win-
ning captain ShafaliVerma 
are amongst the few Indians 
who have slotted themselves 
in the highest bracket. 

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
has banned international 
spinner Asif Afridi for a pe-
riod of two years from all 
cricket after he pleaded guilty 
as charged for two violations 
under the PCB’s Anti-Cor-
ruption Code for Participants.

“For the breach of Article 
2.4.10, Mr Afridi was handed 
a two-year period of ineligi-
bility, while he was given a 
six-month ban for the viola-
tion of Article 2.4.4. Both the 
periods of ineligibility will 
run concurrently and will 
commence from the day of 
his provisional suspension, 
which commenced on 12 Sep-
tember 2022,” the PCB said in 
a statement.

While reaching its determi-
nation on the sanction period, 
the PCB took into consider-
ation the admission of guilt, 
expression of remorse, past 
track record and Asif Afridi’s 
request that the PCB consid-
ers his case compassionately, 
claiming he had unintention-
ally breached the Code.

Chair of PCB Management 
Committee, NajamSethi: “It 
gives the PCB no joy to sus-
pend an international cricket-

er for two years, but we have 
a zero-tolerance approach 
towards such offences. As 
the game’s governing body, 
we need to make examples, 
handle such matters robustly 
and send out strong messages 
to all cricketers.

“It is bitter fact that cor-
ruption poses a threat to our 
sport as selfish corrupters 
lure cricketers in different 

ways and methods. That’s 
precisely why the PCB has 
been investing heavily on 
player education so that they 
remain vigilant and can help 
the PCB eradicate this men-
ace by reporting approaches 
and if, despite all our best 
efforts to create awareness, 
a player falls victim to his 
greed, then the PCB has no 
sympathy.”

New Zealand and MI Emir-
ates pace spearhead Trent 
Boult credited the research 
and hard work put in by the 
support staff of the fran-
chise for the progress to 
the playoffs of the ongoing 
ILT20 competition here. 
The MI Emirates finished 
third on the ILT20 table 
after registering five wins 
from their 10 outings and 
are all set to face off against 
Dubai Capitals in the Elimi-
nator in Sharjah on Thurs-
day.

Counting his association 
with the Mumbai Indians’ 
IPL-winning side in 2020 
as one of his ‘finest cricket-

ing memories’, the 33-year-
old left-armer said, “The 
2020 IPL campaign with 
the Mumbai Indians was 
probably one of my finest 
cricketing memories. It 
was Covid and coming to 
a new environment, was 
excited to come into a pres-

tigious franchise. To get a 
chance to play under Rohit 
Sharma alongside Kieron 
Pollard, and the coaching 
staff, and work so hard 
across the league stage and 
reaching the knockouts, 
and push forward to win 
the trophy was obviously 

one of the highlights of my 
career so far.” “The things I 
learnt from them (MI team 
management) are how they 
like to keep things simple, 
how much they support 
the guys to do the job and 
also the amount of work 
they put in while prepar-
ing and research, which is 
very important when you 
go into a new tournament 
like the ILT20. This is the 
reason why we are here in 
the play-offs,” he explained.

Boult also spoke on his 
association with former 
Kiwi seamer and MI Emir-
ates head coach Shane 
Bond and hailed his cool 
and calm approach while 
leading the franchise to the 
knock-out stages. 
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CHARGED FOR 2 VIOLATIONS

DOWN THE MEMORY LANE
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PCB bans spinner Asif Afridi 
from all cricket for two years

Winning IPL 2020 for MI is one 
of my finest memories, says Boult

THIS DAY, 24 YEARS AGO

It was on this day, 24 years 
ago, when former India 
spinner Anil Kumble sprung 
his magic against Pakistan 
to take all ten wickets in a 
single Test innings.

He achieved the feat 
against Pakistan at Feroz 
Shah Kotla Stadium, now 
known as ArunJaitley 
cricket stadium in Delhi 
during the second Test of 
the two-match series. India 
had set Pakistan a target of 
420 runs in the match and 
the visitors got off to a steady 
start as openers ShahidAfri-
di and Saeed Anwar put on 
101 runs for the first wicket.

It was then Kumble who 
came into the attack and 
wreaked havoc on the Paki-
stani batting line-up.

The spinner, also known 
as ‘Jumbo’ first dismissed 
Afridi (41) in the 25th over. 
After the right-handed bat-
ter’s dismissal, India kept 
on taking wickets through 
Kumble, and Pakistan was 
reduced to 128/6 in no time. 
Kumble then kept on taking 
wickets at regular intervals 
and he got his tenth scalp in 
the 61st over after dismiss-
ing WasimAkram.

This effort enabled India 

to register a win by 212 runs, 
and Kumble became the sec-
ond bowler after England’s 
Jim Laker to take all ten 
wickets in a single Test in-
ning.

Kumble finished with 

bowling figures of 10-74 
from 26.3 overs. A legend 
of the game, Kumble had 
announced his retirement 
from international cricket in 
2008. He finished with 619 
wickets in the longest format 

of the game.
He has the third-highest 

number of wickets (619) in 
Tests, only behind Sri Lan-
ka’s MuttiahMuralitharan 
(800) and Australia’s Shane 
Warne (708).

New Zealand spinner Ajaz 
Patel had become the third 
bowler to pick all ten wickets 
in a single Test innings and 
he achieved the feat against 
India at the Wankhede Sta-
dium.

INAUGURAL EDITION

WOMEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE 2023 PLAYER 
AUCTION LIST ANNOUNCED

ASIA CUP 2023

India’s star spinner Ravi-
chandranAshwin sug-
gested that the Asia Cup 
2023 should be shifted to Sri 
Lanka instead of being held 
in Pakistan.

Since Pakistan was award-
ed the hosting rights for the 
2023 Asia Cup, there has 
been speculation that India 
will withdraw its name from 
the tournament. Last year, 
the Asian Cricket Council 
(ACC) chairperson Jay Shah 
revealed that India will not 
travel to Pakistan for the 
Asia cup due to security 
reasons and the tournament 
will be played at some neu-
tral venue, the new venue 
will be decided in the second 
round of the Executive Board 
meeting of ACC members in 
the month of March. 

“The final call might be 
that the Asia Cup will be 
moved to Sri Lanka. This is 
an important lead-up to the 
50-over World Cup. Many 
tournaments have taken 
place in Dubai. I would also 
be pleased if it is moved to 

Sri Lanka,” Ashwin said in a 
video on his YouTube chan-
nel.

In a video posted to his You-
Tube channel, Ashwin stated 
that Pakistan will not be able 
to skip the ODI World Cup in 
India if the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
refuses to travel to their 
country for the Asia Cup.

“Asia Cup was supposed to 
take place in Pakistan. But, 
India has announced that if it 
takes place in Pakistan, then 
we won’t be participating. If 
you want us to participate, 

then do change the venue. 
But we would have seen this 
happen many times, right? 
When we say Asia Cup won’t 
go to their place, they will say 
that they will also not come 
to our place,” Ashwin said.

Former Pakistan cricketers 
JavedMiandad and Ramiz 
Raja have already enraged 
Indian cricket fans with their 
controversial statements.

The India spinner down-
played Pakistan’s “ODI 
World Cup threat,” imply-
ing that they cannot afford 
to miss the tournament. 

Will be pleased if venue 
moved to Sri Lanka: Ashwin

Team India is unlikely to visit Pakistan to play Asia Cup 2023. 

India are all set to take on 
the mighty Aussies in 
the Border-Gavas-

kar Trophy start-
ing Thursday 
at Vidarbha 
Cricket Asso-
ciation Stadi-
um in Nagpur. All 
eyes will be on star 
Indian batter Virat-
Kohli who loves playing 
against them having seven 
Test tons to his name. In the 
last series played on home 
soil Virat could only feature 
in three out of four and failed 
to score a ton. His last Test 
century too came in Novem-
ber 2019 when he scored a 
ton against Bangladesh.

“Virat is one of the best ever. 
The age he is at and the stage 
he is in his career, he will 
want to use this series as his 
platform. The best players al-
ways choose the best series. 
We have seen in the T-20 

world cup how good he 
was. It is an indication 
how hungry he is. He is 
certainly one who can 
push us back and we 
will have to get the 

better of him to 
be able to win 

this series. 
And I can 

tell you 
that we 

will be 
ready for 

him,” said 
Marcus 

Stoi-
nis on 

Backstage with Boria show. 
Australians are placed right 
on top of the ICC World Test 
Championship table 2021-23 
with a percentage of 75.56 and 
they are eyeing this series as 
an opportunity with the ab-
sence of pacer JaspritBumrah 
and wicket-keeper batter 
Rishabh Pant.

“Look injuries are never 
good. You always want to play 
against the best players even 
if they are in the opposition. 
That’s what makes our sport 

what it is. Having said 
that we know 

what impact 
Rishabh and 
Jasprit can 
have and 
India will 
certainly 
miss 
them. 

Rishabh Pant had a huge im-
pact in the last series in Aus-
tralia and is a game-changer. 
So is Jasprit. Any team will 
miss players of their quality. 
For us, we will miss the re-
verse swing of someone like 
Starc in Nagpur. Having said 
that we have options. Young 
Lance Morris for example. 
What a dream debut it will 
be for him if he gets an op-
portunity, “ said Marcus Stoi-
nis. Over the years there have 
been some great contests in 
the Border-Gavaskar series 
and off late one of the most ex-
citing ones has been between 
RaviAshwin and Steve Smith.

“Steve plays spin very well 
and if you see his recent re-
cord he is in red hot form. 

He had a fantastic Test se-
ries at home and then got a 
couple of hundreds in the 
BBL as well. He will be the 
best prepared for Ashwin 
who is one of the best ever. 
I have to say this will be an 
enthralling contest,” said 
Marcus Stoinis. 

AHEAD OF BGT

PLAYERS LIKE KOHLI WILL ALWAYS 
CHOOSE BEST SERIES: STOINIS
TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
NAGPUR

TDG NETWORK
LAHORE

Asif Afridi.

Anil Kumble had a memorable outing at the Feroz Shah Kotla against Pakistan in 1999.

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

TDG NETWORK
MUMBAI

As many as 409 cricketers are set to go under the hammer.

Trent Boult was part of a victorious MI squad that won IPL 2020 in UAE.

KUMBLE TOOK ALL 10 WICKETS IN A TEST INNS

Virat Kohli.


